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568 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEl\iiBLY. 

'\YED>JESD.\Y, 8 DECE}IBER, 1920. 

The SPEAKER 
took tho chair 

Bertrcm, Jlarce) 
3 o'clock p.m. 

P ~~PF.R. 
FOR P"CBLIC WOHKS 

;) hid npon 
nf the 
'Ht-::; of 

I' he report 1 -~ orclcl·cd to : (-' p1 i nted. 

QT~Es~rro:xF. 

B. I S. ~. 

Mr. 

J:1sidcr the qu< stion of 
shi;lpiYlg for tho 
port \Vjth fL yj,'\V 

a ncv,· and fayour~ 
r_grec !lC1lt ~with the India 

thus c:r;_suring a service 
and l\ m·thcrn porh? 

give early consideration 
o: c tabli.3hinr; a State 
for Q:Iccn~land, ·with 

service bc'h' R.od\:harnLJton 
thern ports 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodorc, 
CJu'lfrruoc) rupliod--

,, 1 to 3. Y cs. At tho present time 
there ];3 <.l tc!nporarv service in opera­
tion, and this \Yil! be continued until the 
30th June, 1921, \Yhon the question of 
re-:1\"ing or an1ending the original con­
tract \Yill bz considered." 

ADVAXCES BY Go\'ERN)IEKT SAVINGS I3AXK ro 
""AiliRAL!SED GER)IANS. 

Mr. KI~G (!:o(Jan) <'sked the Treasurer-
" 1. Did the Labour Government, at 

any time during the war, dircc,t the Com­
rnis~ioner of the Govcrnn1ont Savings 
B2nk not to grr.nt advances to 
naturalised snbjccts of Gcrn1an origin? 

"2. If eo, did the Govcrnn1cnt, just 
prior t.o the L15t general elections, direct 
the Contnli;o:;sJoncr of tho GovL~rnr11ent 
SaYings Bn11k to rct:lovc that restriction? 

"3. \\-ere anv letters Fcnt out from tho 
Trea ,u:_ D-0<1~ut:112nt to [1."17 Labour 
nJPtn' ., of the last ParJia!llent llotifv-
lllf; that such 1·cstric.:ion hJd bcCn 
U'!~lO' (:d? 

"2. S-~e Hib\YC·r to :::\o. 1. 

" 3. Yes. The Commissioner of the 
Queensland Governn1cnt Sesings Bank 
advised that he proposed to make 
a~hanccs to enemy subjects or 
nntnraJi· ed pGY::iOlloS of enemy origin, 
subject ._,, the anm·m,al of Cabinet to 
."<uch aci-Jon, ancl ·provided satisfactory 

bv him from the 
, ap~plicants' lo_v'J.l~y 

r;c~ncuHly, and on condi-
81)1'\i(.Jfl~.., not Jia.hle 

(\( I''11't"d ~r dealt 
( 

SI~-rPL~-. 

RL:) r3IPT::-u:::: OF eo. ~=j;:;:T'If ,'-Sr:coxD ~\I..LOl.i'ED 
DAY. 

(J!r. ,'-;'m 'th. J!uc!.'·:y, £n t/:~, chair.) 

co::W.\fiSSIOXEll OF PHTCES. 

:8/1(,1851 
_d by £1. 

Qn> ·tic~l d J,tcJ-That £4.184 be 
f_-'.Tantcd. 

The l'RK\lJER 
cletailccl 

."'aid Hnt. 1n giving 
regarding- the Chief 

be inadYcrtcntly 
for finD ne: al yca1~ 

Prcrnicr'::; attend~ 
confrrcncc wa·· £180" 

strbscd the 
\vas only a·way 

exnonses a\ _:raged 
£20 pc~r da~-. The nc~ual· facts Wl~rc, that 
the Ading J:'r( n1er V'i'::lS away s-ixt 'CH days, 
and the cost of his y1sit. inClurlin~ that of 
two officers was £90 10 ·· ?cl. He (Ytr. 
Thoodorc-) J~ad< the ,rnisL,kc. of gi~·ing. tl~e 
total an1ount of tne .L\chnp- I rc1n1er s 
e-xnc.' "0'l during his tcrrn as _Actin~ Pr·Pin_ier 
in~ 1:'-19-1920. ii1rlur1in":' ·dsits to r_ro,lnSYille 
and !O oth~r c;-n~r-c -,) and including arcoh1~ 
pany111g officers expenses. 

Mr. DEBBIXGTO?\ (JJroyton): He had 
n1u-ch plca:"urr in sunporting the a.n1endn1ent 
for the r .. cluction oi thP Yotv by £1. He 
v u not g-oing to ~J,J that tho cost 
of tbr- inquir;- with regard to produc~ 
tion of bnttc-r '· ns not C'orrer:t at the 
prL"H3Pt tinv~. but it '\Yrts not 

bv a 
tb: c 

l 
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elaborate suburban hornos, lovely rcslCiCEce~) 
motor ears, people coining frorr1 the theatres, 
and going to ·v:ork in the n1orning in corn~ 
f0rt. Y<'t 1 the Pretnier r-n.d the pre~.._nt Go· 
'crnn1cnt '\·ere reaJy to co.mpPl the people 
of tho couub·} to vvork long hours in order 
to gi \'C) thosn rich poop le che~p food. 

l):.'T:.IIER: \Yhat l'ich 11eople ._.re yon 
about? 

l)l'Oiit-'Pl'.:-, 

fix 

PnE1HER: The Act does 
of tho sort. It gives 

The~· \n_','e goi1}g to 
reli<'Ye the dairvrr1cu of 

them subjec:t to tho ., 
LPt n1c ask vou a (1ucstion? 

:rrnt g"Hing the hirihest prlec they 
in Qucc:tsland for bdter? 

:rr. BEBBIXGTON': Did tl:c Premier 
kno·.v the cost of production? They had to 
pil" l.loublo ''That thev used to pay in 1vagcs, 
c1onb1: for fi.re1vocd alld donble for C·\-erv­

ct sma1l keg of rcnnt>t, \'.:hiCh 
to g·ct for £.2 15~., the,v had paid 

as as £ ~0. Yet the Prcn1iep , :;id the~ 
\YCro gct""ing a higher 11rico than C\Ter! ::\o 
donbt. the Prcn1icr was U\\ rue that the 
Agricultural Dcpart1rent's return sho\ved 

there ,,, en 6,000 people in the dairying 
fcny,- r than last V<-<tr, 'vhen there 

,~,:·ere fewer tlw.n ih~, Y(':lr before, so 
thnt in two years the nun1bcc lud l:een 
reduced b.'· ~,000. At present 
sorr:ething like £3,000,000 a ~-car 
in fron1 c1a.ir~v produce, anJ that 
·wa ·· di tribnh:;cl a.Inong~t the 
QucensLu· .1 b7 \V ay of trade. 
th;;t, t}H· .00Y('l'Hlll011i; \\Tl'O kJJling 
indu:;,tr.-:: 0.nll · 
the· 

lll 

Under u Lubour C :er:1-
rllC 

}[r. :-Jot under <X L~; bour 
GoY~?-~Tlm nt w·cr\ 

Tuining the dairy industry, and they would 
ruin any industr.'·· The dead hand of Labour 
lt•gislation was on everything, and under 1t 
l'..-t'rvthillP' decavcd. EYcrvthing thev put 
ll'''it~ !unds on '.: ithcrcd up' and died., Thi& 
"'" the that got-that. 

of Bris­
I'ot 

~~J ( ·.:.lt. 

sir 

[ [C "1:. 1 ( '~' 

'vas the cost of 
enormous losses 

dw drought. There 
\Yorth £6.001), in connection 

of d1ich it toDk all the 
the lmttcr. a,nd there was 

to \,agc-i. fer three 
,,-a" an incre1se 

nEd cx:tra through rain, 
tn]cl they wPr~-· pro lt0cring. \Vould 

tn.ke the thiryi'l~ indu~'Ty fro1n 
cf thP Price I-... .ix1n(~· Comrni:: ion or? 

ill ano;I.Yf'r you when you 

'lr. "1EDBIXGTOX: The Premier might 
lu~YP :-;C'{'ll l'CDorh in tlL-) Southern papers 
to the effect that the dair~~nu~n " ere epeying 
tht-ir CD\~, s and cuttjng np th:~ir farrns. 

the 

FOR AGRTC!-LTURE: If you 
··lat.'mcnt definitely, I will 

legislation put through 
A~S to STOp it. 

~~.-ould 
their 

(_Yoon•tnb .. ''): -en~ 
th,~ \Tie•,v- of hon. 

Th(TO ,~·as no nec~ssi-ty 
as he cou] d sn,y 

ro truth as far as 
try concerned where 

i1fr. Pr:fo<rson.] 
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\Yngc• for tllc; 

IIIr. 

:~lr. l)_!i~~l 

ti1nr·. i' 
ancl to r::. 1 io\T,~ 

bcC1l 

basi~, 
I--ie. 
not 
\vhcu tiw 
work, 
ca.sr;s 
~" er:~ · 

or 

C'i!.Yht l:LHl · 

]Jrodnef'. 

'T~1at 1s 
1_'hc·~· nr0-

heY," a ( 

ri:-,:bt. 
t·ool·: 

·~rlrl(( ye.tl ~ 
11r. ~ont ti1nc, on 
a fnir return for 

1i.1\:f'h i-h_,t ~Jr. 

thr ·1n ;_)f th 

:\I ore 
of the 

C'H11lPCti El 

,,hich 
\YOn]d 
bnc c ·· 
YO:l1d 

L! Ln, t hc•y 
be a1)l" to g~t 

r lb. ln:t it 

Orro~ :~·Tox · F:\ll~EH~: I-Ic tr, hc'n r. 

~\Ir. 
a f-!tatP ~'lr. 
of the worker'., 
,vhat it cost nn(-·:1' 

nwnufacturc a ponnd 
that and \"\·ork~·J t.hn'-P 111011 on forty-four 
hours 'l w0ck b ·sis. ho would find he c•mld 
not consistentlY h"·c giycn tho \'crdict ho 
did. Unfortnn:- , the d::liryn1rn .did not 
take advar.tn~rt H10 opportunit;T IYhich 
wa.s Pxtcndc-d ··o F}'iJnl hi- own exp0rl-
once in his di ~ irict. he knc\Y the'.~ had a 
great deal stmngcr than that which they 
had prP·ccntNI, n n,[ he J L iicd lament-
ably in establishing cy-iclonrc. But that did 
not dctrrrct frc1n li •t h0 kuc·,~ of the induf~ 
try. Fot three and ri ~1alf y 
the Central lmc1 

boc1 \vipcd 
droughl 

no 
lost, 
serYic .> of i-lw 
postc-rous. r-:.:~lr ll', ;-;, 
farn1i11g clcctor,'l_tc·~ he hnd ne Ycr 
1:Iini, tCr for _\_gricult.nrc mnn-
bcrs of the GoY ern !1lPllt .a 1st-
ing }1ln1. But 
ally oYer sw as i ho::c if they 
wanted Quccmland to prosper-if they wanted 

[31 r. Peterson. 

-frorn 
d 3rd 

.et frorn 

~ t-1 ])o' · ·as 
rill' !!10l1Yd l!lO!I{'Y \'(':~ ··hr Ul-·l·ib~;_tcd 
aawngst the dairy fcn~1ncrs, v··1s declining·. 

·-·a I-Ie ... ,\·as 
not ]c,d rr. oF b.·- any or paper reading, 
Lut l1r• n:L1< ac!lnit. pe-r he }LJ) n:-:; a .snpcrGcial 
oh t''l'\"t'r pf national thin:~:-3. that then~ was. 
only o11c in IYbich dH• State could n1ake 

;;, th·,t l-.·a" b.": as~i~ting jn CYcry 
'.·ay to jnrrcasc prin1ary production. 

()pp.>,.nr;x ::VIEl\IBERS : £-If'<:lr, hear 1 

not be done 
,..:: , id rn tL€' \YOrkor t.he cit,v, "\Ve 

rott IYhat tllP Arbitration Conrt 
· tnini·tT u1n," Yd1ilc. 011 tllf' other 

~ _ti d to the prudnc; f. " This is a 
1Xll:nnll They could 110t c.Lrr;y on liko 

that. 
The .-, 1·-::~cH : did Itoi \Yant to 

go to the court. <' jjrr th~' l"tn·nl ~n~rkcr 

\~OL~d f 0 L' the 
rJtr<l1 \'.-·-;l \er court. 
:Le h 1 iti( 11 

hf' , - ,,J~Jg to n 3UltPd from 
tn1 ,-l,·,; u11 iOll d0l ilwrn tions 1n \\.-est ern 

Tbt~,- eould 11ot the dairv-
indw:;tJ·~.· tq' rx11nr:l \d!Pl'f' fixed ~a 

1 tn be poiJ -in the and a 
on the Pa.rning- of tho 
l.tnd. Rr '<'nil. , a Union 

had sat in Perth. end h0 would 
_orn the •·Dnily ~:Iail" of lst 



Def'nrnlx'l' the foilo\\·ing repon of th-at 
C01lfCl'clJ( 

to 

kl1C\Y \V01'C 

lw ho,,cd 
•r1cc;.Ji1~n. ,,·1cl 
fair t1( :1l. 

Cf:lJSO 

COll-

tht'fJ~' lll'O­

buttcr. n1r-Lt, 
ts. lt '-''"'" also 

princi pie of 
ru a n1ca.ns of r~cluc11lg the 

anr~ i o req11cst tlL ur'ions 
c tablish a C(•-OJlCrative 

tir. \"':,~ ~ TJKI~T~ 

s1n·c t hcv Yl('l'C ;Jll to 
th; }H'n.~ nlf'111bror ~\·or 
in.~2." at 0il the eircnrnst.1nc 
( !:10 thr- that th 't h·)n. n1cm-
h'-'r'f. as on Oppo~~:tion side r)f the 
Hott. C'. rhi~ Gon-:>J'lJlll('llt h:· d 110YCr p;lYcn 
the f.:tl''llCrs ~'VJHTh thy. Tl1c fit·st thing 
thov did "'"' redncn tlw pricP of butter 
to 'th<' farnwr to l2!s. Thc:v did not go 
fairlv into tho matter, and take into con­
sidt ratian th0 drought. and other condition?. 
If the Price Fixing Comw.issioncr had. fixed 
such a pr~cc ns hf' did fi':'< •. \Yhf'" condition~ 
\Ycre lJormnl, he would not have been so far 
out. bnt h0 had not taken 1nto con~idcration 
the droug-ht and tho hig-h co't of living- which 
had prr-,~a.il0d ilnring the lrtst ~:x or seven 
years. Tlwv could conw on]·; to the one con­
clnsion. nncl that was that the Commissioner 
lwd b-:'r:'n :·~·tin?; under instructic~s fron1 the 
Pr0rni1 r. [l1lr1 he v-ould it. \"'"'hen the 
dair\mc,n f!rr:'t tn tho Con1-
miss.io11('l' fol' 1'.-or]:J'" 11arit:~. 
as in nil t h0 h0 d<'lavf'rl-
wilftdh c\nd .wh0n 
th0v . ]1nm0dlat0ly 
n fh~r hi.s r0turn frmn the old rnnntr~', and 
p:·ior h: thr P1e--,tion", l•0 p18vvc1 the sam0 
'\Yn.v \Vith th0n1 b:, dcl<1ying· the m:1+t r. 

Th0 PRE!HER: :\ t tbn-t tirne YOU \Ye re 
trying t0 1n:1k0 h a politiral is.~n·c>-on the 
eve of the el0ction. 

1\Ir. Yi'Af,KER: He would point out to 
th0 Premier that there ',Yas a dairyi10<~ bod;~· 
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in Bri~b 'l!C)
1 

fl'Olil 

i \\ c·re llC\ er con­
~~~ouJ' lll~_'H \YerG 

"llL'l'. Ill' 1\'0U!d 

ltot. ;.;..'(' th L.Ll 

Ul' fi' (' da~ ,..;, 
±or four 

in an 

butter pro­
rict ut the 

w 
tlh "'c pro­

'·. a.., neYCT OllC' IY01'd 2nid 

pr1r~ bt=-jng rGiscd to London 
lllll'jty. .:\ n tbc c-videnc'' \Ya~ LJ ihc 
t~·ary .. It w:Hi then hYo \Yt•ck" 
( o:~nn1 ·-?io":.,-'1' f >uld iYc· 

1 c1, "\Ye• IYjll 
~:os. 

F'}L!f 1dt 
~ 11·. Fen·\. \YOS lliJ 

to-mnrro"\v, 
b' £1. .[lS 

1n.cm !Jer for ~Iurilla. 

The T: __ c' Sl.--sFR: lie is one of the l1105t 
cnrnpct 'Ht rnr_n in the scn~}r,•. 

The: PnE· TEH : I-Iear, hcnr : 

~.Ir. 
ab!" 
c Jt!ld s:· 

: Ilc y <L n•ry scrvicB~ 
Cov0rnnwllt. a1\d all he 

\\'as th :t he ·\nts evi;1 rnHv carr,; ~ 
-~tnH:tions fron1 tho GoYCrJEncnt. 

the do i rnncn to sen cl in 
a pc ~·iod. of f·~Ycn yPars. 

thc'n to show their 
c x:pcnsf's during tht~~ tcrn1, ]oss on stock, 
Pte .. and other conditions too nun1crous to 
rrH ntioTJ. The r0hun ho asked for IYitS an 
i1npossiblc one. ~.Jo dairyrnan could give 
such a return truthtnllv. The result was, 
YN:.- few put llwm in. " 

The TnnsunER: The integrity of the Com­
missioner is nboYc su".picion. 

::vrr. BEBBTXGTON: lie is cal'rying· ont your 
orders. 

i\Ir. WALKER: He dirl not know any­
thin.o,· about the Conunis::,ioner's inic~rity, 
}JUt .._h0 v ':!:; e"rtainlv an jncnnnctont 1nan, 
ancl khon]d llCYOr ]laYC h'C 1 arlpointcd to 
the po-ition ho now held. The Go,-rrnm~nt 
'vcro ntJt "playing tlH3 ganH;" at tlll. l-Ie 
got f'P:!.~J.in rrnl1Ps tho Tl',•a~ur,~r to 

tions ,,-hic'o hr aokcd, but ho 1Yould 
~mnc fi_,.-~·ur;y:·, to sho1\· V'hat the pro­

of (~yrnn1f' district '"c re losing by 
ari-\on of ·t]n~ Pric- F'ixin~r Con"}_nlis~loner. 

to the of the Comn1isioncr in 
nl·oducers ·world's par-i~y, 

in th0 G:·- npi0 di;;::h·ict in the 
mollths lo t £7,724 l~s. 8d. 

PREl\IIER: Tell us the whole stor;v. 
T· ll lB ...--hat theY n re gctti11~, now, as 
f'Onlpn rf'r1 -;:vith p r.:Yions ~-ear'. 

Mr. Walker.] 
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Mr. WALKER: He would m:~ke a, com­
parison even in that direction. In the 
Gympie district, in 1917, thCJ a• .crage dairy­
man supplying cream receiycd £227. Out 
of that, he had to pcty for forage and for 
cleprccict,tlon. and ho had to m~tinta1n his 
family. Jn 1918 the averag-e dairy farmer 
received £203; and in 1919 the average for 
each dairy fal'n1rT~ far as the Gyrnpio 
factor·y \Yas wr~ £200. 

The T'nr::: ;In~: y, hat rs it no1Y ·: 

The C-.:--,-;npie facrorv 
nn(l butter 

111 t1ll'C''(' years. 
floxOLl~.\TIL::: ~ _=.:=:JJBl~R.::l : II<.:-ar, hear l 

fron1 

\\ ). _ _LICER : 
\V( IJ­

pcopJo ,. 
\Yere 2.000 uwrr 
than ·weru on 
tion of <tt3 to:::-Jk pl tC('. 

the district \YDS gro\\·ing 
uwnt of dairynK'n. 

\, C:l'l) 

butt· ·r, 
as he 

iTIOTif'Y 

HTIC'l11-

bu­
that 

the cettl~-

IER: 'I~1a~ is the l;::inc: of ruin 
about. 

Ji.lr. \Y_\LKER: \Yhat would it be if the 
dairvn:<tn had r·cceiycd that c-dr<t £7,724 
14s. "se!.? Look what it would meant 
to that lr,onc'Y i11 the trict t If 
the r '' ·~nt Ul~ there now. he "\Vould 
sec poycrty in diffcn;~1t parts of -the distri<"t 
01i'in~~- to the effects of the drought If 
},Jr. Feny had gone up to Gvmpie. and 
asked fv_' th~ parti('u1ar figure-" he ,,:ante,-1 
fror11 the l)utter factorv, it 1vould haYc been 
<t far better method th~n the on~ ho adopted. 

Mr. DREJ\N.\N: Has ho not clone thlit' 

l\1r. \VALKER: ::\To. The Commissioner 
had done nothing. 

Mr. BnEl\l\AX: I say he has. I ha':e got 
the figures. 

Mr. \YALKER: The hon. member. did not 
know anything about it. If the hon. mem­
ber could proyo that Mr. Fn·r;v wont 11p 

to tho Gympio district to ge-t information, he 
(Ji.Ir. Walker) wuuld giye £5 to the Brisbane 
Ho;;pilnl, prm~icJed that the hon. member 
"~oukl do the · ame if he \Yore prayed to be 
y-rong. 

lilr. Bm:Xl\\,.: ]\.fake it the Roma Hos­
pital, and I i\ ill take yon up. 

IIo would 1nak::; !t the 

FOH \GnrccLTCEE: Ronut is 

Sr.cn:-.'L\HY FOR Acnrc-uLTCRE: Y.~hat 
tell you? 

[.Mr. Walk1:r. 

Mr. WALKER: The Atherton people said 
they ,~ore in sympathy with the evidence 
given by the dairymen before the Pnce 
Fixing- C0mn1issioner, bcc,;_use tho sanw th1ng· 
' a" P"Ovliling- up thoro ut the pr:''ent time. 

Tb0 S}:CRETARY FOR .AGHICULTURE: I have 
got ull their staternents here 

FC-:: _.:-\CTITCrLT"CIU,~: 

"l"-·1n., puicl in your 
Lt~t month. 

\\' ':. L T~F ::l : 1-1 e I'.~ as not 
l~ th:;_t infnrn't<J.tioll, but it 

alwat £SCO per dairyman. 

Th•.' S;_c:u:'I' RY FOR lLGHICULTURE: \Yi!l vou 
r.tiYc £5 to the hospital if it is not n1orc than 
the-::'? 

cheqnes, 
than 

gaYc. .any rate, gave 
n fai1· and ;quar0 answer to tliC question. 
T1w ::\Iini-:~tcr li\-onld kno\v, as ,J, director of 

that: ho 110 rin·ht to divulge 
qucs at all, he could •y that 

g"-. \YU S , bout .£200 for P ·eh fan1i.ly 
The nv -l v.-ho got the biggest 

a lot of labour and had 
HlJ PI10T!110US Rl110UEt of fodder. 

Sorne of thc1n lJ-,d to spond a lot of n1oney 
in l'C'-stocking their ht~rcls. 

The House restnncd. 

COJ\L\10:\'\YEALTH DA~K AGREEMEK'I' 
RATIFICATION A~D S'I'ATE AD· 
Y ~NC'ES BILL 

ASSENT. 

Tlw SPE ·\KER announced the uccipt of 
a message from I-Iis Excellency the Governor 
conYeying- his assent to this Bill. 

:\Ir. 
eh,, 

TI.Ese~rPTro~ OF Co:\niiTTEE. 

(continuing) : Although 
h:- the G:-·npir> factory 

the Yote under discussion, 
the 
his 

1i··<::ioner 
ou!d haYo 
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whom spoke for himself, but did not repro· 
seut any district or any factory. 

'l'he SECRETARY l!'OR AGRICULTURE: 'Why 
-didn't yollr co1npany send dov.tn _represen­
tatives and put fon\ard good endence? 

\YALKER: They knew full well that 
\Yas going to carry c·:t 

of the Governrnent. The 
Conun]; ;;:.ionor del :·~ycd and dJllicd and 
\VQs7--:.~cl seYc'n wcrks before he !.ll _de- hi::; 
TC)Ort. Th:1 t 111ade then1 think 

not 

quc"'l-ion 
fixe-r ar>d 

!) It Y a'i 
and they 0oulcl 
produe_--;rs t')l11-

pete in the v:·orld's lTiarkets and 
[4.30 p.111.] gC't what they could for theil' 

product_:;, acccrding to tho l::t\V o{ 
suppl~· and demand. By doing that they would 
give the d:-tir :ncn a square deaL l~nder the 
adminidn:bon of the present ~\Iinist''r for 
Agriculture there was no syn1pathy extended 
to the man on tlw land at alL So far '"' 
the dairying industry was concerned, the 
J\'Iinist"T for Agriculture had been a 1.Jacl 
di~appointmcnt. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTl:HE : Do you 
remember that two or three nights ag·o you 
told me come of the farmers in your district 
·were 1naJiing !ittl:-, fortunes? (Disorder.) 

l-Ion. \V. :t-I. BARXES: .. A.. very distinct 
br, ach of etiqnctt(•. 

~Ir. \Y .. ALICER: Tho }rlinister \Yas going 
a f'ho\v for hln1 g-ot certain 

him and when 
Housc--('Upror.r.) 

The CJ:LURMAX: Order ! Order ! 

honci3t 

]]is rhnrartC'r "\:ou1rl bear 
alJ(I he had been 
1\'C''ll up roe~ r.) Ho 

<.:n 
YVhat 

\rhole 

1!1 

Tlw PRE)I!Ell: The f<1et is that you adwit 
privately they are doing well. 

Mr. \V ALKER : Ho had never admitted 
to the Pcemicr they wore doing well. 

The PRE2\IIER: Privately you admit they 
m·e doing \Yell, and publicly you take UJ,) 

.another attitude. 

:vrr. WALKER: Did the Premier say that 
he lwd admitted they wore doing well? 

The PREMIER : Y cc., 

Th,, SECRETARY FOil AGRICUUJTRE: I say 
you did. 

ALKEH: It was not true, 
dairymen who were not hit by 

t .. ,0 dronghf -and CYcrvonc k:!.HJW on the 
l.a.nJ 1 ·ere ct~rta]n 'fa\·ourcd areas-and 
\Yho no stor-k, had co:no out of the 

fairly \vel!; but when they 
aYcragt"~ tho dairJincn '\Vcrc not 

For tlw bon. to come 
·c priYaic out of 

put ;_ 

ThP rnL)..l!CH: I say 
o;;iJJic~~> ti1at :you ar0 
pHlJJi( :y. 

·g- to 

l?rcn1ier say he 

hold P''IVnto 
gat.ne to CX11l'CSS 

tho 
told 

true. 

1.'he PREl\IIER: Then -,-.- hy con1plajn because 
the staternent \Vas made? 

askc-1 the Minister to 
.and gavP hirn cor­

regard to the district 

The SsCRET.\RY FOR AGRICULTUHE: There 
~r d nothing to do 1dth tho shov.-. 

ALKER: And he apologised for 
Jnernbcr's. absence v, hen he "\VC$ 

For the }Jrcmicr to back up 
in tha.. direction '\Va\{ wrong· 

(Disorder.) 

Th>e Cl:LUR:'>IAX: Order: O.·lcr! These 
interjections f ~·orn both si·dcs of the Com­
nlittco 111n:-<t cca:'ie. Of late the rnunber of 
iute ject·ions in Comrn.i.t.toc has been alto-

too manv. Hon. members on both 
v:ill l't cor.rv:i5c tha.t this disorderly con­

Cf'ase and allo'·-' tbc hon. mrmbcr 
his speech without interruption. 

the ?Jinis~ 
to sav there 

to individual 
a farmer his district, 

that 1-Touse, v.'ho 1yas 
but he 'ns not 

The CHAIIUIAN: Order! 

I\1r. \V).L1(ER: Ilc \Yas 

in replying 1vhen a 
that eort. IIe 1< u.S not 
that kind of thing. 

Ho the 
cav that 

·House 
\vas 

up a 

in order 
a thing_ of 

The CHAIH.:VIAN: Order! I ask the hon. 
member to address himself to the subject 
before the Committee. 

M1·. Walker.] 
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Chajl'!nrrn must 
!o reply. 

1'lH_; Lon. IrH:ntbor has 
.t nc;\V cl' 

YDU ::-av this Goyern­
, to the ~COi~11nissioncr? 

::\lr. WALKER: All ho coulJ say wao 
tlw t by the papers----

The bell indicated that the hon. rnmubcr'; 
tirrw hurl CXJlircd. 
. :\Ir. BRE::\':1\A::\' (l'oo?coamba): He had 

hstencd \Vlth sorno jntorcst and a certain 
a1nount of a ~arn1 to tho hon. rnE~rnbcr for 
Cooroora. :t-Ic had been on the Downs n1any 
years.. and he y, .1 acquainted with the 
fanners ju t n1u.ch a~ those ·who 
asso .iatc .! the land dircctlv. 

Estim . res should be 

c ... 
up tn. 

ho, 
en, gay~·-·~h?rn 2~~:..,, 8d. -w~rcn 

·;~-a~ 1. 1, 

l\__t_r. BEBBIXGTOX : 

Drayton knew that that \- aP. 

Th:' CH.\IHMA:I\: Orrl:'r' I ask the hon. 
uwn1bf'r to address tho Chair. 

J\lr. Bil.ENXAX The hon. member for 
Dra:-~ on \vas a rnanufactt'!.rcr, nnd 
sunplierl his local factorv. and in 1hwust of 
th~s .'"i'ar, he went to th~ Commissio~Zr who 
fixed tlw price at ls. 2~d. per lb., as ag·ainst 
the world's parity of ls. l~d.-thc H>ry man 
whon1 they scandalised and abus.~d 6aved 
them fron1 closing their factories, according­
to their own statements. In the time of the 

[Mr. Walker. 

ft;dll 
0.2_''()::_,l'T[Q;; .:. ._ ~!BERS: ;,_;t•YCl'; ~'\ C\ ._'l'! 

J\lr. BE~BL\GTO~ 
don't kliO\\ the 
uEd cn'aln. 

ln 191-L they were 

\\'as n·crutt~vou 

bet\';·ccn bui.tor 

::vll'. BRE?\::\TA~: They wt~rc g~·ttiug abont 
tln·u! t1wcs the nrice under tiw lJl'c,~nt 
UoY'l:rntncnt, and --;,;-hen ihcsT wt~re supplying 
undc:. the :'\ntional rcgin1c, the rniddle 1nan 
".\ ,1s col·ncrillg- the n1arket in .Sydney, and in 

EUld Brisbane, creating a \Yorlci's 
hirnsclf. Bccuu~o the UoYernlnont 

the fanners by giYing them 
<lll oppo~·tunitY to export and get a. big 
1n·jc·c, thPY ca1n::..: along: and \\ a.ntcd tho 
\Yorkcr ln-n·o t1~a!l it was \Vodh to 
th ill. lllC111 bor for Drayton said 
th'-- that should not ullo\Y 

indu-,:~~:t- ~d~;; 
(lltO\,c it:1\- mor::_• 
priC'r':~ v;.~u}d c Jtnc• 

silo'? 

brL«-~:s. : 

the,· shouJ d :wt 
land to produco 

do us the indus-
Hot ._]low their 
They not 
he" because 

\'-: conl.d 
or h,,-o_ 

oulfl 

ha\·o 
them. 

tre_t;:cd bv 
In J ul~·. 1920, the pro­

\Y<' :-; 40.325 110XCS, in 
52.927 

=··L·. T':'ETIDIXGTO:-T: ..:\ud \Ybnt \YD.~J the cost 
o£ lH'C• ;ncin~· it ? 

:Vir. BREX?\AX: It was le's this ye~r 
tl1an L .-;t :. ar. He as shc:.·;;ng that the 

bc:ttcr ti 1nc llo\v than 
of Qucmsland, 
each T·c.1 r h'mTI 

the Rqma factory 
Yahw £34'7; 1916, 

fa1'111('1'S ycert-3 hc.sing 
r• C'l' LJC'fuJ'C' j~ the 
In tlw -nonrh 
1915, i Le 

; 1918~ £656; 1919~ £484; 

J\l;·. BRE~..J:\~\S: 
the 
frO.•l ur, 

been crippled. 

~-\n 0FPOS11'J0X :\lK~IBER: Quite true. 

J.Ir. BRE~~A N: IIon. ll1C'! rbcrs opp()_dtP 
1\Tl'·' n lot of hynocritcr::. ...:''it tho inquirY, 
.-~ fanner nrtlTH'd 'ritn1nrsh, who had been 
a ;nincr till he '\\'as £orty-sc\·cn year·", of 
age, soid tlun it cost 6s. 9d. pcl" lb. to 
prc,lncc butter, aud 1£ ho got 5~. per Jb., he 
wonld not stop nt .. ~t. 'I 1hen I-Iolst, of Oakey, 
said that in 1917--which was the best vear 
Queens laud b -,cl had for some time-it "cost 
9s. 3d. to produce butter. 

Mr. EDWARDS : Do you believe it? 



?\ll'. Eo\ .. \UD:J: ~-\i. o:Ltt·ly l::._'r. ·~·t. 

~\.: ;·. 

W um 
kno\.' he_ at f'3tLnl<lU:>. '_Chat 
WU::l ihc to tc•ach th' fanJH.'l ':'-

thC'y 1-.lr. Pott 
IloLt. \\T. I--i. B.\1-C\ES: '{ictinli "atio!l: J.'1wt 

rs youe ·idc all O\TL 

!vir. Bl1EX:::~j.)~: The gn ;1t ),Ir. Plunkett 
canlC down to Bri~ banr to sec the Price 
Fixing ColTIHiissioncr, and also 11r. Harris, 
secretary of the Far1ncrs' ...:\.~sociation, but 
neither of those men saw fit to giYe oYidcnce 
on behalf of the farmer.o. Mr. Plunkctt, in 
ans,,-cr to thr; housewives, stated that he 
had no pra0tical witnE:..·.ssL~'-'·, becaEso it was 
tho busit'SG a11d rnost prosperous time the 
farmers had eYcr hac! during the la•.t ten 
years. Then thoy had another fa.Trner, '\vho 
said it did not pac· him to produce butter; 
tha~ h0 had st~Ltcd fanning· in 1912 ·with a 
caprbd of £250, and to·day his 
wcrth £5,494. ),nothcr fan.:Je_c 
1895 lw got 6<1. ,. lb. ~er his 
TIOl\' Le ·n-[::; 2-3. l~d. 

L J l! "c<-1::\ 

a GoY..:rLtTcnt. 
tlH• p-;cp1 

C\'idl:llCt'. 
COY' \i'C' ~: ,:1 
H~ e,m\d 
to ~ho 

1 :~~ c1 '.-.::: 
TI )t' -jl_!;-, i'C!T'. 

to EUl_hi:l 
Tl1r: 1-ronbk 

wa~ pu: jn 
bn -\- maki11~'· 
laud thnt l{;; \Ya·-

ha v nncl lc<nc hi 
dr~ scrsnn. Of ~ 

alon•. 
rrt .£20 a 

l\Ir. CORSER (!JiiTnctt): He did not think 
the fanners \\on]d agree v;ith tho st.ate­
nwnh made by the bon. member for Too­
,,-oornba nor did he t:Jink the farmers of 
Queensland had asked thnt hon. member to 
exprcr.,., ~d1 opinion ~o vit1.l to their jnterests. 
The hon. mernber said the farmers were 
satisfied; but if he had had sufficient interest 
in the matter to have reviewed the evidence 
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LL'fo1u ·riL Pric ~ Fjxing Cununjssioner 
Ltl"llH·l':-, (lC'lni'--.·h-c he would not 

~1 ..c\.n v-ane who 
" all the 

really 
1!.!1d 

·_]_E~nt \Yould. 
vi--hat the conntrv sec­

vcfo endea yc;uring 
wete so sntis{icd, 

nw1nbers '\Ycre 
not tltc actions of 
thP Th("V an exhibition 
thnt a Gcycrn;nent n1e1nbcr 
criti~ of the Government in 
the handlin;; of th<c farmers' produce. The 
hon. nwmbcr for Normanby spoke about 
~·ea l_ L~t,bour GoYcrnrne11b in tho other S'tates, 
IndJc::ttln~ that the GoYernn1Pnt in Queens­
laud \Ya<:. rJr_:t n rC'al Labour Government in 
hi-; npiuion. If the hon. rncn1ber for Nor­
maHby rcllly meant to do some good to the 

lll0llt. 

he should show his bona fides by 
with the Opposition on the amend-

The HmrE SECH~TARY: \Yhich party do 
:-;•n belon,; to? 

::\Ir. CORSER : party-
1.-l;.(\ pa1 y repn: . and aims 
or a g;·t>at .~('Cbon conntr\-. The 

Tf'!llporary 

lJ1.1<l the drouihts that 
(~one through; ",~1d when 

a, da1rH corn~ 

at 

butter 
f~1ne ratio 

-~.vere 

pro ; in 1918 
of 6,000.000 lb.; and 

a furJH'r ~ r~:dnction of 
produced in 1919 

as 

COHSER: \Yheto >Yas the mackod 
that h::1 cl LP en f:poken of by· 

n1e1nbcr for Too1voon1ba.? ThE'y had 
n1orc to regret, and that was 

price-fixing \Yas not constit 1ted 
a \Va.'\' as to inspire r·nnfidcnce 

cnnong: the prirnary pl'oducers. PreviotB to 
tho l'lf'ction t,!1e ~1inl2.tcr for Agrlculture and 
other members of the Government said that 
the CommomYealth Government were dcpriv-

]1 1'. Corser. J 
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·ing Lhe fa.rmcr of th full pricu of his pro­
duct. Those statement.-. no doubt, were 
afterwards forgotten by a number of Go­
vernment su pportcrs, but there -..va ,, an elr '> 
tion a rnonth or two aq-o, and tho farrner~ 
\ve_._·e then hoodwiukcd and puiShed :.sido 
in connection ·with thejr dc~iro for an 
incrc · .. se cl price, b:;· being· tc•ld that if they 
brought cvidclco along it \YOllld be '.,·cighcd, 
and the \\·ould consj dcr "'.-dl:._:t he1· 

at tho 
·La botH'. 

thing to increase the 
Fcrrv lhl_ndle· 

nio the 
the that th•'v 

GoYern­
rhe 

fron1 the f~nncr th0 vnco rccpi\·cd Ll tlF' 
othPl' Stt1te-:. \Vas it fair tbat such au 
assccintion shoE1d Le allowed to take posses­
"3ioe of nn inquiry of such in1portnT1cc rrs th2 

they had interrupted ? If tlw 
had been of an open mind. 

and not influenced by the Housewives' Asso­
ciation, how could he say the increase was 
not warranted since all t!1e evidence \Yas 
that the price was too low to secure proper 
remuneratiOn for the work they had don~ 
and some compensiltion for the vcus of 
droug-ht? The drought and conecqdent mis­
fortunes had not been taken into consideo­
tion at all. 

[Mr. Corser. 

. .\ statement had been ma.de regarcung the 
ev tdcacc of Mr. Potts. Principal of the 
Agricultural College at Gatton, and an insin­
u.: tion equal to an intended victimisation of 
t..hat gentleman \vas nJso 1nadc. If there 
v. as to be anv victimisation because that man 

" and fair report on tho price 
produced at Gatton College, 

nn:::;:t and \Vould havD sorne-
l -~ s , y protection of a n1Cln ho 

"t 8\'idc'Hcc. Ho like 
1rhich 

n \\'as 
said-

,, The battl~l' producers. had 
the\- '..ere entitleJ to, 

h;" t the Europoa.n 
1·~·:1lii~C'tl. The·\y \vcre 
170 . ..:. for thc:i1· 
butrer sold 

said the 
and that the 

He hcpcd that 
:c:onH' action \YOLdd taken to protect the 
inter0st o£ tho prin1ary producer \Yhcn it 
\VilS tln·rBt€'11ed 1hat, probably owing to a 
1arg·o aJnoHnt of production, a corr1n1oditJ .. 
wa:3 gojng to hn placed on the 1narket at 
too lo''? a price. The con1n1odity he \Yas 
rf·ferring to "'>Y·ns rnaize. If the Con1n1is* 
.oi01' '~ wanted to ex·rcis~ hi .. ':sclf in the 

of the State to the bener:t of the 
pr·oducn·, let him fix for the maize 

to-ilny, not a n1a· in1un1. but a 
pric"-\ equal to ,a f:-1. ir rcm,uncra-

.tllP work, and a price which would 
a living wage. Let him collcd evi­

protcct the ]1roduccr. Up to the 
had "ctcd to the dotrim0nt of the 

They IYNC not looking 
pool, bccauoc of the industrial 

m cl machin0rv "hi eh had been 
to tlw wheat pool.' which 1•:ould onlv 

act to the detriiP,cnt of the producers and 
npset the' industrial ~onditions fHrms. 
'I o-da -v hoth si dei were There-

till thcv conld 
hall tO look 

city. 

l'T'l11rtrl.::s of 1nen1bors 
iYho had been c1crtf'd 

people. <Cnd not in 
v bich "\YHs on.tv 

Joy; prices for th8 

J',:Ir. FOr DE (Rocklwrnpton) vas very 
plGased to hear from hon. members opposite 
that thfl farmers were doing well at p-resent. 
It was very gratifying inforrr1ation to n1em­
bers on that side, w'ho were solicitous for the 
welfare of the who!R community, and not 
o.f any one section. They did not begrudge 
tt1e farmers all they were getting at present, 
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.because they had had particularly bad 
times in ymu . .:; gone Ly. It ~.vas -..~ ith a view 
to assistiug the man on the land that they 
agreed to introJ.uce the \Vheat Pool Biil, 
1d1.ich hclJ.. n1en1be1·s opposite endeavoured 
to hold up by ~ toncwalling and bringing 
£ory,ard friYolous obje. tions for hours and 
hours i:n the Fiousc. 

Mr. BEDiliXGTOl-i : It is not costing the 
Government n. penny. 

Mr. FORDE: The hon. member for 
DLtyton had the reputation of being the 
"m.cmbcr for butter," but he h.~d not added 
much to it in his speech thi;; afternoon. The 
Country party lived on the farmers, just 
like the member for Dalby, who farmed the 
farmers and farmed the farmers' represonta· 
tives. They could not get a farmer to lead 
tbom, w they had to get a lawyer. He had 
an opportunit:; of travelling through the 
. cmntry, and learning the conditions of the 
man on the land. (Opposition laughter.) 
Hon. members opposite could laugh, but for 
half of his life he had lived in the country, 
and since he had been a member of Parlia­
ment he had toured the country districts in 
Central Queensland, in company with the 
hon. member for Keppel and the hon. mem-
11er for ;\iormanby. That made him 
acquainted with the conditions of the man 
on the land, and he knew more about them 
than many members sitting on the 
Oppcsition benches. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: No, no. 
l\1r. FORDE: 'The hon. member for Nor­

manby took a very keen interest in the 
struggling farmers in the Wowan and Daw­
son Valley districts, and he had done more 
for them by visiting Ministers, and calling 
>t the different departmcnto, and using his 
influence in other vvays than any n1on1ber 
on the Opposition side had done. (Hur, 
hear!) He (Mr. Forde) was also concerned 
about tho poor people, and the little chil­
dren who had to go without butter. Hon. 
members opposite did not care a snap of the 
fingers for the· o people, who existed in the 
countr. as well as in the cities. \Vhile 
travelfing throu'('h the countrv districts. he 
Yi3ited some struggling fa;·mers. They 
alway; treated him hospitably, although 
many of them could not afford to have any 
butter. Ho <Yas anxious that everybody in 
Quce1 'land should be able to get butter. 
The Labour Govornn1,ont in Quoellsland ha.d 
done n1oro for tho man on the lnnd than 
any other previous Govcrnmf'nt had done, 
and if hon. r1embers opposite Troro siilcere 
in their advocacy in favour of the man on 
ihe L ne!. they won'd support what thB 
GoYcrnmcnt b,1 d done. The hon. r.1cn1ber 
for Dra;.rton ta1ked a great deaL bLtt did v-crv 
Jjttl0. r:rho hon. n1cn~h::r fo1· Ccoroorft 
rc'fPrrrd to the Price Fixing ComnTissio:ncr 

"th:J n1:1:1 Forr:v." \YU::; nit,;? that 
refer 

in a 
f!0nerrd1y 

i.hroug-bont Qn"E'1l'-Jand th?t ~1r. 
"'i-'".-r" on0- of tho abJc;)t 1:nen in the 
service to-r1ay. 

3.Tr. : Thon) Y:hy doesn't ho go 
on the and not by orders? 

1\Ir. FORDE: The hon. Hlf'rnbcr for 
Cooroora aL-J R~id 1 "Do a·- i_y 1.vith tho Price 
Fixing Commissio~1er." One \Yould think 
th~ hon. ;:cnt1crn;:-:n IVC!.s the roprc :ont:1tive 
of tho profiteers in tho community: and no 
dnubt. his 'vmpathics were more 'with the 
profite0rs than they '\vcro 1vHh the genuine 

1920-2 0 

farn1ers. The Price Fixing Corr11nissioner 
had been responsible :or saving to the pro­
ducer" of (~ueonsland ::.orr1ething in the 
.-icinity of £300,000. 

Mr. BEBBIXG1'0:-I: \V here did he do that? 

l\!h. FORDE : On those lines in which 
profitocring went on in Queen street, Bris­
bane. The Prjce Fixing Oomn1issioner \Vas 
out to do a hir thing by the whole of the 
people of QuocnJand, and th~y dwuld assist 
hirrt in every \Yi1Y they could. l-Ion. n1_en,:t bcrs 
opposite \\·ouJd not give the Colnnllfi·lo~cr 
credit for being honest. The proper thmg 
to do was to examine the cost of production, 
and fix a price which would escuro the 
producer a reasonable profit. Every deci­
sion that the Commissioner arrived at was 
actuated by the highest motives, and with 
a de iro to do a fair thing by the people 
of '"uoon,land. Member... opposite were 
great beliewrs in Mr. William Morris 
J-iughcs, who, when receiving a farme~s' 
deputation in Sydney the other day Sfl:ld, 
in reg-ard to the request for world's panty, 
" It is a glittering bubble which might be 
followed too far." Thev knew that the 
Queensland Labour Government supplied 
arsenie to the farmers at from £10 to £25 
nor ton, 1vhercas ]f thPy Ylerc pa.ying the 
rnarket price. they would be paying £85 per 
ton. They did not want world's parity there. 
11crnbcr::; opposite only wanted "\Vorld's 
p:'rity on onC' line. when it suited them. 
Then, again, through the action of the Price 
Fixing Con1mi;3sioner the fa "'D1crs "\YOre able­
to purchase fertilisers at prices not exceed­
ing £20, rdthough the price was £45 in the 
East. Would the hon. member for Drayton 
be in favour of fixing the price of fertilisers 
at £45 pe-r ton, or world's parity, and 
thus rob the farmer· of £25 per ton? The 
Commissioner wns in(]uiring into the n1atter 
at present. He wonld quote the prices of 
fertilis,'rs in the different States-

" In comparison with the other States, 
the following figurPq would show that the 
rneatworks, g-as eompanies. etc .. had been 
charging tho farmers of C{':oonsland 
excc .. ,Jive rates for all Jnnds of 
ferti!i,ers-

" Bone and blood manure-Brisbane, 
£13 10s. ; Sydney, £9 lls. ; Melbourne, 
£7 10s. 

" Orch:1Td mnnure-Brisba.ne, £13 10s.; 
Svdn8y, £10 13,. 10d. 

"" SL;pornhm=.phate-Brisbanc, £8; 
Svdncv. £5 13s. 6d .. ; :VJelloournr. £5 JOs. 
~" Sl~1pll'lte of ar!1n;onia-BY!sbane1 

£27; Sydney, £20; Melbourne, £20. 
" ~iuriate of potash-Tirisbrrnf', £36; 

Sr.Jnev, £28 18s.; 1VIcll·JHl'Ilf', £24 10s. 
·" Inlrncdiat0 nrtion \\'n~ bcjr:g taken 

to rc'dnro the prjcc of fortili~ers." 
The 
ing 
s:_1ppl.\' 
Inn. 
so the filr:11ers 
Tbnt ~howcd "':rn.s 
artinv in tl10 int~'rr~t::; If ho 
'' antvcl to fix 1':c:rld's prr rit:--, \l·on1d not ho 
honcflc1<Jl t8 the prorlnccr in th;;t pn_.rticl!l.~r 
Jin0. Th0n, the rhcf'"',f' 1T1:J'luf;~cturrrs ~n~d 
that if th"'v h" rl to aec 'nt :r..ondnn prirf'~ for 
tl:eir loc~.f ~alc>s. jt v;~nld dnsc thoir f~c~ 
t0ries nn ~dtr:g·ctPrr. Th0 rhcc.:c ~ndustrjl' 
was n. \;l:J':v import!1nt lndustr:,?. _The hon. 
rn0mbPr for Draytcn kne-,v '<Jmcth1ng n bout 
ehe~se. Not lm1g ago the price of butter 
was 228s. per cwt:, and the export price was 

Mr. Forde.J 
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l75s. The export price was increased to 
242s.. and the local price was increased to 
238~.. which ·wa~ equivalent to the export 
price. Ilo pointed out that in 1914, the last 
vear of the l)cnhanl Governn1_cnt, the far~ 
!11Crs \n:re ouly getting lOd. ver lb. for their 
butter, while to-duy, under a Labour Govern­
ment, the fa rn1ers ·were getting 2s. 4d. per 
lb. for their butter. A farmer told him that 
in "the good old days "-in 1895-he used 
to get 6~d. per lb. for his butter. Yet, 
to-dity, the farmers \\"ere g-etting- 2s. 4d. per 
lb. ! There had boon a general uplift all 
rouml. becanso of the ach·ent of the groat 
La.Lonr inon:-nJcnt. 'ro h0ar hou. n1ornLcrs 
opposite speak, ollc ,,·onld have thought that 
the Government did nothing for the man on 
the land, yet they knew that tho Government 
distributed 87,700 bushels of seed wheat to 
the farmers at 7s. per buc.ho!, when the 
prevailing prico was 7s. 4d. per bushel. 

Tho TKviPORARY CHAIRMA"'-1: Order! 
I would remind the hon. gentleman that we 
are not discussing seed -..vheat at p1·esont. 

Mr. FORDE: Ho was just pointing out 
what the GoYornmont had done for the man 
on the land. who got cheap seed wheat. also 
a reduction in his fodder, and rebates on his 
travelling stork. Did not tho Government 
ren1ovc the railwa:'i7 guarantee, and save 
the farmers £250,000? Thev know that the 
Proflteerin g Act was a ,•o,ent.ed to on the 
11th March. 1920, a ne! on the 29th March 
the \vholcsalc pricP of sugar in thH refineries 
\Vas incrca".ed by the Con1n1onwealth Govern~ 
mcnt to £49 per ton. The retail price was 
increased from 3;\d. to 6d. per lb., and manv 
retailers and whole~ale merchants increased 
the price of sugar they had in stock. On the 
27th JI.J:arch the first proclamation under the 
Profiteering l 0 revontion Act was i.,,ued, and 
it prohibited an increased price being 
charged for sugar that was not in the 
refineri0s at that time. It also prohibited 
an inrreasc in tho price of j an1. condensed 
milk. and confectionery. That meant a great 
slwing to thousands of people thronghont 
Queensland. not only to the people in the 
city areas. but to the people in the country 
districts as well. 

At thirtc· minutcs past 5 o'clock p:m 
The CHATnilfAN resumed the chair. 

Mr. FORDE (continuing): It \\as esti­
mated that the oaving- throngh th8 action 
of tho Price Fixing- Com,missioner was, 
apprcJXimatcl:c, £20.000 on sng-a!'. £50.000 on 
iam and condensed milk. nnd £10.000 on con­
fectionery. It Wile cc.lculated that the sav­
ings on groc~"rv lines a1ono an1ounted to 
£20.000 n month, rtnd vet the hon. member 
for Cooroorfl had the effrontery to t-ell them 
that tl-o C"ommisoionor should· be diBmissed, 
or thev should do awav with the fixa.tion 
of pric"cq altogether. · 

Mr. \VALKER: Pass him out. 
Mr. FOR DE: Probablv the hon. member 

would. and allow the profiteers of Brisbane 
and Queensland to go in for their old, sweet 
way of filching from the people th<> exorbi­
tant pricce thAy were, allowed to g-ot under 
the sympathetic Commonwealth Nat.ionalist 
party, because tlwy helped the N "' iona.list 
party funds. Ov·ing- to the work of that 
same Commissioner. thev had saved to the 
people, approximately, £8,000 a month on 
draperies, and after about four months' 
operation of the Act the total estimated 
s1>ving to the c-ommunity was a.hont £200,000. 
To-day it must be about £300,000, and after 

[Mr. Forde. 

ten months it \muld mean that £500,000 would 
1H in the pockel,; of tho P"ople of Queens­
land, inctcnd of in the pockets of the pro· 

illtCi'(~stR- 1.vhi(~h wcTc rcprese11tcd 
the lnctnLJcr for B~llin1ba qand other 

nJctnbcrs opJJosite. 1They, on that side, stood 
for giving ihe farn101' a fa.ir [tnd reasonable 
price in c>.~l'l'Y possible \;a-;·, just as they had 
in tirnes of drought gi,·c-n hirn fodder and 
f-:eed wheat. (OpiJO·sition laughter.) 1:-Ion. 
rncu1bcrs c1ld not likP to hun 5uch things. 
They diU not lik: to hear that t.ho J-l'OvJous 
Govcnlllll'Jd, 1nado thf• farn1crs guarantoo 
raihn1ys ag-ainst loss, und that the present 
Govern1nent wiped that syste1n out and 
sa vcd to the fa.rrrwrs £250,000. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
Mr. FORDE: As a result of the work of 

the Price Fixing Cornmifisionor. the pur­
chasing pov,·er of the sovereign ''"as greater in 
Queen~land thu1 in any other State in Aus· 
halla. Bct'YOt'l1 ,Januarv and .June of this 
year the cost of living ir{ the principal citief' 
had increaced per unit of £1 as follows:-

s. d. 
" Adelaide 4 5 

Perth 4 4 
~Ielbonrnc, 3 10 
Svdncv 3 6 
I.:fobaJ;"t 3 4 
Brisbane .. 2 2 " 

The Government did not stand for any 
small section of the people, but for g-iving­
a fair deal to the men in the cities and to 
the men on the Jand-for treating the whol0 
comrnunitv in a fair and equitable manner-­
and, he felt sure, the people outside the 
House. who were the people who really 
counted, and for \vhom thev shoul·d cater, 
\Vonld never forget the a.ctior! of the Govern­
nlent in introducing the price-fixation legis­
lation, and so saving the lWOjll e in a few 
months £300.000. The farmers of Queens­
land, fair-minded as tho great majority of 
them were, would think more of the repro­
'"ntatives of the Go,·ernment, becltuse they 
belie' ed that the Government stood, not oniv 
in tlw interests of the people in the cities, IH;t 
for the interr&ts of anv section, but for the 
interests of the whole o"f tho people, and that 
vas why they confidently looked forward 
to tl. e support 'ftnd endors0ment of 'the 
ma.jun >y of tho fair-minded farmers of 
Queensiand. 

·GOVERX:\lEXT ~lEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. \Y. COOPER (llosn,•ood): He had 

h~tened ·with arnuscn1cnt to so1n-o of the state­
ments that had been made, particularly· by 
tho·'c who represented farmers. He hap· 
pc·nod to rtand in a nu1quo p-o"1ition, because 
he \Yas the only 1na.n on that ~ide represent­
ing a farrning ronstituoney in Southern 
Qw'~nsla.nd. after the g-reat Citam)wde that 
had been Jnade bv t ho men on the other 
side. c 

:\lr. FORDE: By misrepresentation. 
Mr. Y\'. COOPER: By nothing less than 

mi,-.rcprcsentation. He was not going to f:ay 
an_vthing ·with regard to the ne\V r.r1en1bers, 
but he felt sure thut it was only under pres­
P-uro that .:ncrnbers \Yho pl'evious1y represented 
farn1ing C.Jnstituencies in the liouso had 
_ioin0d what was known as the Primary 
Producers' Union. They saw the writing on 
the wall, but had not the courag-e of their 
rom·ictions, or thov would have stayed with 
th0 Nationalist pa;·ty they had alwayR stood 
for. The member for Burnett and the 
member for Cooroora--

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 



Supp!y. l8 DEEC \IBER.] Supply. 579 

Mr. W. COOPER: And me11y others hurl 
taken up that attitude with respc:·t to their 
friends the Nationalisb. To give the 
primary proclu~"r justice, he felt that they, 
as a Government, should withdraw anything 
in the share of }1ricc-iixing of cheese and 
other primary products of Queenslan-d. 

OPPOSITION IviE).IBERS: Come ovC'r bore. 

Mr. \V. COOPER: Ho was not going over 
there, bccaus,e he war, quite capaLl·c of hold­
jng his own on thQ Goycrnincnt side Ho 
stood for a prinri_rllf', and \Yas prepared to 
assist his colleagues iu cndcun)uring, at 
all events, to withdraw anything that might 
be detrimental to the primary producer, so 
far us price fixing v, <iS concerned. (Hear, 
hear!) The fact remained, however, that 
rnmubers opposite \n:rc hypocritically put­
bng 11p a stunt for poJitica.l lHll'pOst"·'·, haYing 
in view their return at the next election­
because he was quite satisfied that if thcv 
took up any other attitude they would no"t 
be returned. He believed they ha,d to take 
into consideration the whole of the people 
of Qucon,Jand. FarmNo in his electorate 
had to !cl him they wore quite satisfied with 
the price they \verc- getting at the vrc:-;~ nt 
time, but thr'Y believed they had a right 
to got as much as it was possible for them 
to get, that whilst they wc•rc being treated 
very fanly b.v the Govcrnmout, and with 
respect to price fixing, the,, had a rig'ht, if 
ono State could get London parity for the 
products the.\' produced, to export those pro­
ducts frum the State which thev wore in. 
He agre.cd, because ho was quitco satisfied 
that if the p"ople of New South \Vales ond 
Victoriit wore prepared to pay London 
parity for the protluct' of the primary pro­
ducf'r, then so should the people of Queens­
land, but there w2s one thing they had 
forgotten in making charg+'s against the 
Government-that it \Yits not only price 
fixing that particularlv concerned th.em. In 
his district, the dairving industrY would havo 
gonP down, no rloubt, ·but that'" the Govern­
ment took up the m<tttcr of finding wate.r 
for them, and he wanted to thank the Minis­
tor for endcayouring, at all cypnts. to relieye 
the farmers from the cli~trbs in which thov 
had found thorn,;elvos during the dry seas01!. 

Mr. BEBBINGTO)I: \Yhat did they do 9 

Mr. W. COOPER: 'l'he.v made a request 
to the Lands Department tor the services of 
a vvater diYiner, and tho only charge they 
made \Yas 10s., "~,\·hcr.'as, be unden;tood that 
rumour said that the hon. member for Dra•­
ton had reccivocl as much as £75 for ono 
sit2 fixe·d by him as a diYiner. 

l\1r vYALKEil: He came into my olectomto, 
and found sites on hvo fa.rms and <'harged 
nothing. 

:\Ir. W. COOPER: H<1 v.as a it< end of 
the hon. member. The price of 55 per ce!lt. 
of Queensland butter had been fixed at 238s. 
per 100 lb., whilst for the remaining 45 per 
cPnL, for export they could recoin' 274s. 
Thev had lo consider whether thcv would 
be :doing their duty to the people of the 
whole of Quonsland if they committed the 
whole of thoir butter to be exported. The 
duty of any Government wa,s to protect its 
own people so far as pocsible, having regard 
to the industries concerned, The primary 
producers had not got a fair deal from past 
Governments. \Vhen they were under tho 
control of the Commonwealth Government 
Mr. Hughes fixo,d tho price much lower than 
the rate fixed by the present Qweensland 

Go·n~rnn1Cllt, rtnd n1embers opposite neycr 
rr1ade aay nrotcst, but the lnoinPnt the State 
Go\··,'rllnl~cn-t stepped in-a party which had 
alv- ~l.ys 1wcn their political opponents-they 
rnadP a !_\'rt at outcry. Tbey had to consider 
the wb>le of the people. 

l\1r. l\10RG,\K: Do vou think a fair price 
b a~ been fixed ? " 

-"vh. \V. COOPER: He did not think a, 
fair prico harl !wen fixed. The primary 
producer, -during the past five years, had 
no, hac! a fair deal, not only from the 
Fe:lcral Government, but aloo from the State 
Government. Ho was at the Roekhampton 
Labour Conference in 1916, and he had 
opposed price-fixing under any consideration 
so fa1· as d<tiryi,ng \Vas concerned; but at 
the same time it had to be remembered 
that tho Commissioner had also fixed the 
price of other commodities which the farmers 
used. The farmer would have been infi­
nite!-.- worse off if the Price Fixing Com­
missioner had not been appointed at alL 
The respon"ibility for the evidence given 
before the Price Fixing Commissioner, so 
far as ti1e dairying industry ·was concerned, 
rested ,,-ith mNnbors of the Opposition, 
because thPv took good care not to get men 
who were in a prosperol!S condition to give 
(~videncP. A rnan engaged in the dairying 
industry, "ho was the largest landholder 
with th0 exception of two in the Roscwood 
electorate, had told him that he wa.s quite 
satisfied with what the Government had 
done, and he pointed out that the howl 
that come from the other side of the Cham­
ber in regard to better conditions for the 
dairvman was the result of a selfish motive 
on f4eir part. He said, while those men 
cnc!c:tvoured to get men to go to the front, 
thev were prepared to accept the maximum 
pri(,c they could possibly get for their bu~ter 
and thus bring about deplorable conditiOns 
for the wives and children of the men who 
went tc1 the front. Again, many of the 
butter factories donated tons of butter, or 
the prire of the butta·, to patriotic pur­
pose". Did they consider those men w~en 
they were giving awa:c, without authonty, 
something that belonged to the farmers who 
produced the butter? While those men did 
that th0y had the al!dacity to come to the 
Cha~bor and pose as the friends of _the 
primarv producers. \Vhcn they got outs1de, 
rncmb,,·,.s oppositr" said the farmers were 
doing really well, but for political reasons 
they woul-d not say so in the House. He 
was prepared to say t11at the_ f~rmer had a 
rio'ht to the full reward of h1s mdustrv, the 
,r:1~nc ~s anv other man; but at the~ samo 
time he C">lr. Cooper) was not hypocrite 
Pnoug"11 to corne to tlw Hou~c and camouflage 
the issue before the Chamber. 

Mr. \YARRE)[ (Jfmrumbo): The question 
of the fixation of prices was a very vi! al 
ono to the dairvmcn. He did not for a 
moment think that the fixing o£ prices wa,G 
going tD solve tho problern of the hjgh cost 
of livin& and the dairvmon felt at the 
present j~mcture, owing t"o tho terrible suf­
fcrinp;s they had endured, that it was a 
stab in tho back. Members on the Govern­
ment si de boasted that they wore the friends 
of tho farmers. If. that was so, he said 
again, "Go-d savo the farmers from ,the~r 
frifmds !" A good deal had boon sa1d m 
regard to the conditions on the dairy farms, 
and he would like the Price Fixing Com­
missioner to go out into the country and see 
the conditions under which the butter was 

Mr. Warren.] 
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produced. He did not altogether blame the 
Prieo Fixing Cornrn1s:;;ioncr for \Vhat had 
been -done. but he would not like to be in 
that gentlctnan~s shoes for anything, becauso 
the most honest people in Queensland looked 
on him as something \Yor, e than a man. 
They belieYed him to be a tool of tlw party. 
It was not right for hon. m em hers to get 
up and try to ,. down" a n1an, as the 1.vhole 
princjple was wrt)ng. In the verv best of 
times a big percentage of the fa1:mers did 
not Inakc rnoro than 1vages, yet hon. mea1-
bers on the Government side had treated 
tho farm0rs as if they were snakes. Hon. 
members opposite had accused the farmers 
of all sorts of things. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That is 
not true. 

iYir. W ARREK : It was perfectly true 
and the Secretary for Agriculture was n~ 
better than anybody else.. The fact was 
that dairying was 110 ordinary occupation, 
and when 1t was remembered that the dairy 
farmer had to undergo great trials and diffi­
culties, it was up to the Government to 
treat those people generously. He (Mr. 
Warren) had a farm himself, but it was not 
a profitable concern. He was keeping the 
farm. Unless a man was on a very fair 
piece of land, he could not make a profit 
even now. The hon. member for Oooroora 
mentioned a late member of Parliament who 
was doing well. He was in one of the most 
fa vourcd spots on the ~ orth Coast, and he 
had made the t 11ing pay. He knew of other 
farmers who had made their farms pay right 
throughout the drought. but they were the 
exceptwn rather than the rule and if the 
~GoYc-rnrnr-nt -were going to fix 'tho price of 
butter. thcv would have to fix a price that 
would enable a man on the worst land to 
make a living. It was recog-nised that the 
present soa"-on was a r0gular harvest for 
the dairymen; but if they took the average 
returns they would find that the farmers 
did not earn as much as men working on 
the roads in Brisbane to-dav. It was the 
<luty of the Government to as;ist the farmer. 
They did not want to be spoonfed. They 
had nev'r asked for Sl\Ch a thing, but thev 
did ask to be treated as well as the farmer 
in New South \Vales. The w-orld's parity 
n1ight be against th0rr1 in a few months and 
if it W1". th0v could not blame the Go'vern­
Tncnt. \Vith t"'e c-xcoption of the Amazon 
hl'if!cu.:lf' that Mr, Forry had to a.ssist him jn 
rornin:; to a deC':3ion, the '\Yorkers v,rerc fair 

tbe n1att0r, a.nd wcro Vlilling to srr~ that 
lar;r:0r g~~- a fa~r retu~·n. That wa~ the 

ti::1ng ,..qat ''.ras go1n<! to 0;'enu1nely 
ben°fit thf~ State. They vvcr~ not a'~king fo'r 
the but thev did want to make 
tlw ~ permr:nent one, and 

back 9.000 mppliNs at 
bo gainin~ ground, as 

a hotter po"ition than 
world to produce butter. 

during the ln .t drouccht, 
Pange: v;as son:rthing 

One n1an lent :::0ventv ht>nd jn 
I-T on. 1nC'n1bt:rs opposite grinned. 
not the ordinary feelings of 

rsittil';t s \eprn.l·rl from. 6 p,i'J.. to 7 p.m.l 

~.1r. \YARREN (continuing) : ~1\_t the tna 
adjournment they Yn3rc trving to ,how that 
t1v• GoYrrnrncnt. :' nrl tbe :Price Fi,::ln,~ Corn~ 
missioncr "\Vcro not the fri0nds of the fanner. 
The Premi··r had interjected. "Was not the 

pwr. Warren. 

price of butt·1r bigher than ever before in 
Qu.,c'''lancl." But simply becau .. e, under 
cxceptionn l circumst.ancc";,, they vvere getting 
more thrir butter, V\ as it any argun1ent 
thnt should be ac~olutcly robbed cf 
''hat wa~-; the-ir ju:_,t .due. The on!:; n1an \Vho 
\YUS b:'•nPftting w1.s the mnn ·who \Yas doing 
tho whole of his own worl<, but ho' .. many 
rncn \iTr:e there dnjng t.he work thm1J.·.clves 
and n.u:~nng no ·wages. If the indu~t:ry were 
run in a onc-~horso tnanner of that dcscrjp­
tion it would fail. It was onl·· bv the enter­
prise and "gd' of the big-, stroll:~ n1Bn that 
the indu"try ·was 1.-cpt going. Co-operatjon 
he cl p11t the industry in its present prosper­
ous condition. The hon. merr1ber for Rose­
wood had talked about butter being 6d. a 
lb. at one time. It hr,d b<'<'ll 4~d. per lb., 
and if they were depending on proprietary 
concerns to-dav it would be much below what 
it 1ras at prC''-8nt. They TYero not depending 
on pro)lrietary concerns bee a use thoy had in 
the dairying industry big, strong men who 
wcro fi!'hting for co-operation and better 
distribution. which was going to benefit the 
worker. The subject must be faced as a 
very difficult problem which was only going 
to be solved for the benefit of both the 
grower and the consumer by co-operation 
and co-operative distribution, not by price 
ftxing. He would like to ask the Premier 
if wl1en the ,,,-orl d's parity went down the 
Govcrnm{mt 1vero going to -.allo\v the price 
of butter to remain as it was? The Premier 
was only catering for the class w?to put him 
there. He would like to know was it the 
intention of the Government to allow that 
tribunal, institutod for political purposes, 
to become permanent. He thought it was a 
fair qur'stion. Butter was a most difficult 
thing to produce, and when a drought 
occurr· ·d the effects of it were felt long after 
the droug·ht had pa'"' cl away. The dairy 
fnrrner as an indjyidual '.Vas a man deserv~ 
ing of tho grcatoet assistallce. The;v- were 
not asking for help; they were simpl:· ask­
ing to he left aione; and, if the world's 
parity did go down, they would not cry 
abont it, but would simply fight on and do 
their b .. .,,, to produce sufficient butter to 
make the industry a paying proposition. If 
tho Government were sincere-which thev 
\Yere nnt--therc vvcre many ways of helping 
the proclucrr, but hon. me m bars on the otho!" 
sid0 did not want to help him. They posed 
as the friend of the man on the land. His 

was returned with a majority of 
b0causc t.he people 1ve-re disp:-usted 

1'-·ith memhers on th0 other side of the I-Iouse. 
\Vt:n~ sjcJ- of thcjr tactic3 and robbery, 

1t b:v returning so many fa;mrrs' 
anil. :dso by l'f'('Ordinv, a rnajor·:ty 

of FO rYlO.n\ thousard votos jn favour of the 
Opnositiori. 

The CJIAIRJHA,N: Order I 

\Vi\RRE:'-~: I-Ic ;,yns proving- that tho 
who dnrlarcd clurinr:; this debate 
"·ere the friencL of the fa rmcrs 
thr1r f:·jcnds. To prove it rln­

cJu.;;;iyrlv thC'!'t: ,.,.CTC onlv t-y\·o m0mlwrs 
nroduCcTs on the otl1cr 
, hon. gPntlcmen \Ycre 

\Yith hi'- si-de to-nig-ht heart nnd sou1 1 ar.d if 
thr., hnd on~ 6)' :rk of honour in t1101n they 
\ 1:oal.d vote to nut do·-·n :'"', system .. wh1rh "\Va's 

not going ta benefit the w·~rking n1an. 

Mr. WEIR (":faryl;ormtgh): He would faj) 
in his dut:v if he did not speak a word o:t 
t o in favour of the fanners in .his eloc­
torate-that was, those farmers who farmed 
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street. J'>laryborough. He was not 
who cried about the prico the 

to pay for buttm·. If the farmer 
to he shunld o·ct n1orc He 

o in hj~. r~lcc­
,,.·oul.~._l ar-:.:·uo 

th· ~ 

had failed 
prised the hon. n1cm bcr 
who usuallv took a decent 

uJI01Ying .hin1sclf to bo contarninatccl 
Yie\·::; of sonw people oppobite to tho 

extent of getting up and criticising J\1r. 
Fc>rcy bc·causel he happened to bo the price 
frx<:r. All ht could say was that the 
reeponsibility was on the heads of members 
opposite. and not on his side. He had 
~argued son1c tin1e ago vvith a Mr. Todd, a 
friend of members opposite and a very 
e~,tin1ablc gcntlen1an, that if they knC\l their 
case and their case was justifiable-he did 
not kno\Y -whether it \vas or not, he was not 
bothering hi, head about that--

0PPOSITIOX 2\iE~IBERS : Oh ! that is the 
trouble. 

l\Ir. WEIR: Well, he did not know 
whether it cost ls. 7d. or 2s. 7d. to produce 
a pound of bnttcr, neither did nnyonr: else on 
the floor of the House. The place to settle 
th~t ergnn\cnt was the Arbitration Court. 
As industrialist". the~' could not get a penny 
an hour increase unless the} proved to the 
jud;::e the:v were entitled to it. \Vhat right, 
then, had those people to take anything 
more O'lt of the pocluets unless thny could 
proyc their case? 11crnbers 011positf~ 'ivent to 
the Arbitration Court and failed, rrnd now 
they were squealing about it. Why did they 
not take tbeir medicine llkn n1en? J\Ien1-
hers Ol1IJOsite rould not 1nako out a proper 
case on b"half of the dairymen, and that 
was the trouble. They could not discrimi­
nate between ls. 7d. and 6s. when they 
were trving to arrive at the cost of pro· 
ducing a lb. of butter. Some of them said 
that it cost 6s. 9d. to produce a lb. of butter. 
They only had to listen to the diversity of 
opinion amongst hon. members opposito, to 
sec how difficult it was for the Price Fixing 
Commissioner to arrive at the cost of pro­
ducing a pound of butter on the evidence 
submitted. If tho dairym.an was entitled to 
more for producing his butter, he should get 
it. Th0 chtirvman was entitled to tho full 
valno of his 'commodity, but if he put his 
C'ase in 'vrong hands, and a bad case ,,~as 
made o·•t for him at the court. then it was 
no use blaming thG Commissioner. The pro· 
per thinv to do for members opposite was 
to f'O to the )\r!Jitrat:ion Court. just thP came 
as he (Mr. '\\Tcir) or anv otlwr un!onist had 
t.o go when Rdvocatl1~g better ronclitions 
fat~ indnc:;trlnlistc;;. The same 1nachinerv 
0"Xi~ted for both sideg. " 

. ;\fr. BEBBIXGTOX: vYc had an unsympathetic 
JUdg·c. 

\11-. IVEIR : \Vhat wac, the use of trying 
to rrrguc with a man like the hon. member 
for Drayton. '.c·ho put him in mind of a 
sewer rat. If they were going to allow the 

Prico ],ixing Cow,nlj.::sioner to do his duty, 
they must let hirn hear eYidcncc and 
giYo hi~ dt'Ci: 'on, bnt if ·were going to 
allow hiu1 to ~knl!-draggcd all OYCl' the 

uy rnPn hon. lllCtY! }y•rs opposite, 

1
h1s decisions 1\0ldd not br• o£ <1'\Y effect 

nt a1l. J-Ion. Hlcmb(~n rncntiolJed 
t1F: n.tl11f' cf a ITI,dl lie (:\Ir. 
\YPir) dld 110' kncn;T ~!.r. Pott at cdJ. T:C.~~ 
on1,v 11nt:; ht' ""·a~ interested in \;·en) 

,:ic-d tha+-

:lC 

\Yard and honoctr~ 
as the hon. HlCinber 

franklv frotn his p]aco 
that if ho had his •.:ay he 
pi·iec-fl-xing once and for alL 

(Hear, h, nr !) The hon. member for Port 
Curtis sai(1, "Hear, hear!" It \Yas just as 
\Yell to know \Yhere hon. n1ernbors opposite 
stood on this c:me:<tion, so that the perple 
living in tho citirc; could see \Yho 1rerc in 
favour of priC('~fixlng and who were not. 
'l'hc La hour party belim·ed in price-fixing. 
Thpy believed in the: price of labour being 
fixf'<l. and nJw the price of commodities 
b0ing fixed. The~~ vvcrf' pr0cisely the same 
thing. He noticed that a body called the 
Honso,Yivr:·'3' A.;;-;.ociatior;. had put jn an 
appearance at the court when the evidence 
\Vas being takPll, rrhe \YOl11011 \VC1'8 there in 
the interest-. of their children. as they hacl a 
perfect right to be. Hon. members ~pposite 
objected to the women being there, because 
the v.,onwn br-at them. The women were there 
to ~cc that. l1on. m0mh0r~ opposite and thoir 
follo··· ing- did. not t1kc J. . more out of the 
pod<et' of the people thnn the,. wf'rc entitled 
to. 'The hen. mrmher for Bm·nctt taxed 
the Go,·c-rn1ncnt ith b, i ng ref>ponsible for 
the prcs;=,r.cG of the \YOrnt:n at the court. 
Thut was a. c0ntc mptiblc lie. because the 
GoYcrnmc-nt ~,·ern not in an~~ degree rc,;;;;pon­
F:-ible for the att0ndancE1 of those '~,·omen. 
ThC' 1von1cn ;,yerc there in tho jntprcst~ of 
their children. It was (]Uite right that 
they ehonld ·"cc that the dairymen got the 
pri~P thPy '':ere entitled to, and no more. 
Th<·y knew how for years they had to fight 
men like the hon. nwm.b0r for Port Cm·tis, 
and men of thet ilk. trYing to got an extra 
rate for the indmtrialists. .Just in the same 
v:ay the women had a right to be pre,ent 
at court when the case ''as argued about 
\vhat it cmt to produce a pound of butteJ· 
from "Pally," "R.oan~'·" or ;'Strawberry." 
Members opposite t>1lkcd about being against 
direct action, but now they wore advocating 
it as against a decision by rcrbitrarion. If 
members onpositc> believed in direct action, 
\Yell, let them f'O ahead. If they wanted 
to make trou.blo in thc> country. let them 
preach tho doctrine of direct action. If they 
wanted to commit suicidf', let them do away 
\Yith price-fixing. It is a good thing for 
the people in the citi<·s to know that mem­
bf'rs opposi.b-. rlid not bPlicvo in pricc-fixjng. 
1--Ion. n:.omhPrA opnositP v;·ent to the Commis­
sionC'r, and noy,; thnv were not ~ntisfiPd ,v]th 
his decision. The h:onblc was that thev did 
not mak0 out :1 g-,.od c:1;;:r, and t~c re:Af.ction 
\Y"l~ on thPm"dvCz. Xo rourt could g-iv0 an 
jnrrp"~,-:o in thr price of an:v con1n1orlity 
11nlrss there V,'a~ C'Yid:>nce to ~ust:f",' it. ]Jr. 
F0rrv ~f1 id that on th0 0virlrn 0 he rould 
not s0e that it cost mme than ls. 7d. per lb. 
to produce butter. nlthnn~·h sorn0 mt-mbers 

U~c''. Wdr.J 
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opp0 'ito \Ycnt ns high us 6s. 9d. in their 
dai Fancy putting np a case like that! 
It showed a want of intelligence on the part 
d those who represented the dairymen. He 
quitl~ achnitterl that the dairvnH~n were 
entitled to some consideration. ·The women 
and children in dairving districts were 
{'Iltit!cd to somo consideration, as well as 
thc YYonwn and children in the citic'"· But 
the cus• was tah'n to the court at the \Hong 
time. Everybody !mew that tho dairying 
cli'-trir.t:s had b0cn going through a very 
bad tunc'. but as Loon as the good seasons 
ca1:ne. a~1d ~oo-d prices \VPrc being received, 
an apphcabon \'i.-as made to the court to fix 
t~w. pri,co. of butter ~till higher. They based 
tnei r cwrm fo~ an m_creasc on the f11ct that 

drought existed srx months ago. "What 
dairymen and their representatives 

should ~ave done was to have fought the 
matter right i"hrough the drought. Did thev 
do 1t? No. Their fr"iend :\Ir. Hughe's 
would not let them do it, and, like litt e 
dogs, they got behind when Mr. Hughes 
told them to get behind. and they ran under 
the house when he told them to run under 
the house. He would like to know if the 
members from sugar districts would use the 
samn arguments in .<'onnection with sugar 
as the)' used that mghL The trouble was 
that the case for the dairymen was in bad 
ha.nds,. a:r_rd on the evidence the Price Fixing 
Comm1ssronor allowed a rnargin of 33l per 
cent. on the cost of producing the b~1tter. 
ThP references made to Mr. Fern' that dav 
were ~lue to the fact that his d~ci"ion did 
not smt hon. members opposite. 

Mr. WALKER: H0 is carrving out the 
instructions of the Govornme~t. 

Mr. WEIR: Hc> could quite imagine the 
hon. member fo~ C'ooroora getting· down to 
that _lcv·cl ":hen he said that Mr. Ferry took 
h1s mstructJ ons from thr; Government He 
(Mr. \\'eir) defied any member to JWOV~ that 
anyone on the Governmf'nt side of the 
House>, whethnr in the Cabinet or not, had 
a:r:ythin_g to do with di,·rcting- Mr. F0rn in 
h1s busmess. 'I1wy knew quite well that" the 
timber m0rchants thr0atcned Mr. Ferrv the 
other dav, an_d told him thev would go and 
&oe the P_,;·emrer. and hP told them to go to 
blazes. _L hat sho\n'd that Mr. Ferry did 
not recc1 vo any instructions. 

Mr. Bu.um: \Vhy was he appointed oYer 
tlw heads of others ? 

Mr. WEIR: ThP Cabinet, in their wis­
dom, knew that Mr. Ferry had a.' certain 
ain?unt o~ intellig·PnCP. l\liernbors o:pposite 
beheYed m the old custom of seniority. 
They heard a _Jot about London 11arity that 
day. but he. drd not hear such a squeal for 
London parrty when they were talking- about. 
the prrce of wh0at the other drn-. They did 
not say anything about London· parity 'when 
thAy were offered Ss. a bushel for their 
wheat. They were not asking- for London 
P!"nty for t~eir c~eesc either. He (Mr. Weir) 
drd not bchevo m London narih' aond the 
Labour pnrty did not bcdi~vo ;;, London 
pant~~· . \Yhnt did he ca.rc 'Yhat G0rrnnny 
or Bnta:n or Denmark or any ether country 
got for 1ts producb ·; As nn 1\ ustra 1 ian <'iti­
~cn. he co.usid~r·rd that the p0oplo cngagrrl 
m Australian mrlustries \Yore entitled to tho 
full cost of produdion on Amtralir.n con­
ditiol!s. a>Jd he hoperl th_at ail the talk 
ahont London parirv \Yotlld be chn·1ed 1 ell 
out of cxi".tcncc b,- A;,,tretlian sentiment. The 
whole weakness of the case for the dairvmen 
was that it was in the wrong hands in "those 

[Jfr. Weir. 

who took it to the court, a.nd their advocacy 
ended in a beautiful failure. Tho trouh!<J 
was that members oppoRite did not under­
stand ordinary logic. They allowed a mob 
of housewiYcs to go to the court .and beat 
them, and now they are squealing. (Laugh­
tor). \Vh""n they had members who could not 
put up a better case and who could not tell 
them how much it ~ost to produce a pound 
of butter fron1 " Blossmn" or " Roany," 
or "Strawberry," the best thing tho dairy­
men and men on the land could say was, 
"God protect us frmn the Pr'imary Pro~ 
ducors' Union." 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTURE: 
(Hon. W. N. Gilli<" s, Eacham.): lie rose to 
reply to some of the etatcments made by 
hon. Inen1lwrs opvositc. I-Ie ga.ye way tO 
no man in his sympathy for the bonft fide 
farmer. (Hear, hear!) Thoro was no need 
to emphasise that, because the Government 

had shown by their actions that 
[7.30 p.m.] they were prepared to do, and 

had done, something for the bona 
fide farmers. He did not question the bona 
fides of some farmers' representatives on 
the other side, but the so-called Farmers' 
party was an in1possible partv, b- cause a. 
party of sufficient strength' could not 
pmsiblv be rcturned by the farmers of 
queens'land, for out of 'the whole popula­
tion there were roughlv 45,500 farmers, 
including v,,-hoat gro\Vers, dairy farmers, and 
sugar grow€rs, and the rest, or about 10 ppr 
cent. of the voting strength of Queensland. 
That meant that the farnwrs of Queensland 
should return to the House about ten out 
of seventy-two, assuming that all the farmers 
voted for that party. That could not be 
accepted, for the reason also that he himself 
l't'j)resentod one of the most important farm­
ing constituencies in the State. and 500 
persons more voted for him on the last 
of'casion than on tho previous occasion, and 
the bulk of them were farmers. It did 11ot 
matt{or what the Farmers' party promised. 
the fact remained that without some form 
of coalition with the Labour party or the 
Tory party, they coul-d never get a majority. 
Ho had no doubt that the hon. member for 
Cooroora, being a dairy farmer-a share 
farmer-would be quit-e agreeable to the 
people of Queensland paying 10s. or £1 y..er 
lb. for their b11tter, if he could get it; but this 
was impossible, first of all, because no Govern­
ment would havo the power to enforce it, 
and, secondly, bee a use i he consum<>rs eould 
never pay that price. 

Hon. members had condemned price fixing 
in a vf'r~' cowardly way. They would .~ccopt 
all the ben0fits which they and their wp­
porters had received through it. 'I'he first 
notification bv the Commissioner resulted in a 
s"ving of £80,000-£36,000 on groceries, 
£4,000 on meat and bread, £4,000 on con­
clrmccl milk, £6,000 on drapery and boots, 
a"nd £2.500 on fertilisers. Did hon. members 
object te> JHr. Ferry's reducing the price of 
fntilisf'rs and other things farmen had to 
buy? So far as he had been able to follow 
the debate, nnly ono member on the other side 
had declared dofinitoly against price fixing. 
T1hrre wa.~ some consist"'nC''/ ahout thrtt. PPr~ 
sona1ly. he had very little faith in it as 
a. per1nancnt effcctivo measure in ·4 cducing 
pricP~. bt:.-causo it vi-as econom-ically nns9nnd, 
but during tho war aud thf' aftermath of 
the war. Governments had been justified in 
resorting to it to prevent profit.eej_"ln.~. 

Mr. \Y . .U,KER: Are the dairymen profiteers? 
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl'LTORE: 
Were the public senants or the >YorkerB profi­
teers'? l-Ie did not say the fanners "\Yere 
getting too much for their butter, but the fact 
was that the price of bntter was three times 
the price of pro-war da~"S. Since the present 
GovE-rnlnf~nt haYc been in }10\H~l\ it had been 
increased by 180 per cent. Every possible 
opportnnity, oYon to the extent of trans­
gl'ossing the Standing Orders, had been 
seized by hon. 111c>iY bcr~ opposite to condmnn 
and c:riticio<>. and blackguard the Commis­
sioner. Enm while the question of butter 
'vas snh ju_dicc n1etnlH•rs on the other side 
criticised th(~ n1HIUicr in which the inquiry 

as carried out. 
11r. \YALKEH: It took hin1 S0'>rl'n w·ceks 

to come to a decision. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
If he had come to a decision in seven nunutes 
or seven hours that hon. member >vould have 
condmr·ncd hin1 for rushing his decision. 
It ".cs to his credit that the Commissioner 
,ent out letters al! over Queensland, and 
endea.-ourc•d to collect informatiDn concern­
ing- the >Yhole State-and let hon. members 
bear in mind, that \Vide Bay, or Coo1·oora 
was not Queensland, bcca use he: represented 
a more im11ortant agricultural district a 
thou~ancl milt~s a way h·orn Bri.s.banP. 

Mr. \YALKER: Information which he could 
ha \·c got fro1n tbo factories in ten rninutes. 

The SECRETARY FOU AGRICULTGRE: 
He found that a circuhr was sent to the hon. 
members' factory, but they did not avail 
themselvc·, of the opportunity of replying. 
(Government laughter.) They endeavoured 
to get those farmers who were hit worst by 
the drought, and were in the worst econDmic 
position to make a success of dairying to 
place their case before the Commis<>ioner. In 
his O\Yll district, fa.rincrs 1verc doing very 
\vc!l~thcy Jid not cry "stinking fish." 
He w<•.s "ot saying they were getting 
too much. nor did he sav thev should not 
get London parity, but 'that 'v,as not the 
question before the Commissioner. The 
dairy fa1·mcr' asked him to give them an 
opportunit.v of showing that they were not 
receiving thP cost of pl'Odnction, and the 
Comn-iosioner said they had not made out a 
case. IIc held that even the statements of 
members opposite had indicated that in 
their opinion the fa.rn1crs ·wen) now getting a 
fair price. What they said was that the 
Commissioner should have taken into con­
sideration the inadequate payn1ents to the 
farmers in bad old Tory days, and allow 
the far1ners to get a higher price to rnake 
that loss g·ood. The dairy farmers went 
before the Corrmissioner at a time when the 
price of butt0r wa.s the highest ln the 
history of Queensland, and tlw season was 
probable· one of tlw best. 'Th<•re mlly come 
a ti1n£" v.-hen London parity \\-ill not be a 
paying price. 

Hon. W. H. BATIXES: \Yas not the chief 
plank of .vour party that you wellt into 
power to n"duce the price of food? 

The SECTIET.\IcY FOR AGRlC1~I/l'1'RE: 
The hon. member who interjected belonged 
to a party 1<:hosc organ-thP Brisbane 
" Courier ''-cmne out on the da v before the 
election, in order that it n1ight roach city 
consumers ''7 hon1 he renrcsentcd--of course 
he had no time for cynipathy "·ith f~rmers 
~-bnt 11ot the fariYJCl'S on the Dovvns. \'.-itb a 
('artoon-anc1 it "\Ya'; Baicl a cartoon spoke 
louder than 1,\'ords just as .a n1oYing picture 

had a grf:ater effect on soiY e rninds. than a 
lectUl'C'···-::;ho'l.Ting the size of a piece of butte1· 
that conld be bought at that time under 
Lahon1· GoYcrnment as being· about ono third 
tlw ~i~,c that of the piece that could oc 
bought for the sa.n1e price in the days of 
Toryidm, and the r('~pcctive sizes of a loaf 
of brnd .and a rpmntity of jam. The only 
infcrcncr~ that could be dra ,,-n frotn that 
".·s that the fanner~ were getting too much 
for their butter. vdlCnt, or fruit, or that 
y;agr's wcrc too low. (IIcar, hear!) \Yhieh 
did the hou. uwrnbcr sav \Yas the ca~c? 1-Te 
cuulcl r"<hibit tlw cartoon to the Houee. He 
'nv, 2orry he could not get it into ''IT anT 
stud," so tbat ihc farrrlC1'3 could sec it. Thn 
loaf of bread in 1915 was ab<Jut four tunes the 
size nf the loaf of bread in 1920. the pat of 
butter was ju~t alJOnt fivn times the sizP, and 
the tin of jam just about the .. ,line. There wao 
the housr·wif" with tlw grocer's bill in her 
hand, and underneath the '; Cotujcr'' wrote, 
''She ~,ces through the bluff now." (Go\·ern­
ment laughter.) It was well known that tho 
farmers Dn the Darling Downs would not 
read the " Courier " till ,after the election 
day. and would not be affected, and the 
cartoon \Vas circulated in order to rna.ke 
thP people of Brisbane lwlieYe that the 
Labour party were giving the farn1er too 
n;uch and were robbing the cit,,- worker. 
Tho Labour party >Yere out to ·do a fair 
thing by the farmer, who deserved the full 
rc,ults of his labour and who for the first 
time in the history of Queensland was getting 
a fair deal. Kow. how rlid the Federal 
Gm·onnnen1 treat them? He ondoreed the 
sta.tem< dt made by 1'v1r. Bealc, Mr. Lasseter, 
and Mr. Catts, M.H.R., that through the win· 
tlw-,var Govnnmont the Australian nroducers 
had hPPn delilHlratcly slangbtcred on. the 11ltar 
of ImpPrialiem by :\<Ir. Hug.hes in tlw inte!·ests 
of the Irqwrial Government and the people 
of Great Britain to the extent of more than 
sufficient to pay the war debt of Australia. 
He had fi12:ures to sho'Y that the butter 
producer \',as underpaid for four years 
whiht t.he Federal Government controlled 
the price. which in those days >Vas not 
comparable with the price now y,aid by 
the Labour Government in Queensland, and 
yet there was not ono word of protest by 
!'he Farmers' party on the Dther side. But 
immediately the Labour party had control 
they dPmanded that the people of Queensland 
nwkc~ good all those losses. 

:1\lr. BEBBTNGTOK: I say YOU arc deliberately 
misleading this House." " " 

The CHAIR MA:\' : Ord< r ! I a> k the hon. 
membeY for Dravton to withdraw that 
remark. " 

J\Tr. BFBRI::\GTOI';: Out of consid0ra­
tion fo:· you, Mr. Smith. I withdraw. but 
it ]~ a fa.ct all tho san1c. (Laughter and 
uproar.) 

The CI-IAIRMAK: The 
auv nH~rrJbPr is deliberatclv 
1-l<)use is unp:n,liamcnt:nY 
rnE~rnber n1ust ~~·ithdra\Y. 

'tatemcnt that 
misleading the 
and the hon. 

l\L-. BEBBil\GTOX: I certainly withdraw 
"tni···k:-tding." 

'J'he C'HAIRMAX. The hon. member must 
'"ithdraw unrc:>erYrCU~·. 

l\Ir. BEBBIKCTON: I withdraw "delib­
C>ra1ely mi~lcadiJJg" but the farrrf'rs sold 
thcjr own butter and tho ::\linistcr knows 
it. (Hem·. h0ar !) 

Th SECJ1ET_\RY FOR AG1UCl'L'1'l!RE: 
He \vnuld be very glad to get into "}Inns.ard'! 

Hon. W. N. Gi1lies.l 
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official information, rornpilecl 
of his denartmcnt. The 
Common\Y('nlth Govern-

of butter and chces ~; 
1916. 

lllCntiOll( 

\Yhcn the pTiC"J -wns to 
lian CO!I::u.cer of ln:ttc1· 
hnHc!' 
ing nn<l 
C:nn1m ittcc v. 

~' IInn:::ard:' in 

the 
table was 

,,·nn 1d be glcd if the 
it to be printc'd in 

Hon. \V. H. BAR'iES: \Ye >'ant the figures 
so that W•' un diecuss them. You should 
not ask tF to do that. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The t · ble g:n·e the prici for Awstrali an 
consnrnption for the four :vears-Fcderal 
<'ontrol-21st September, 1916, +ill 27th 
August. 1920. when the Federal Govcrn·nent 
re]caseJ control. 

The CHAIR::\IAK: Is it the will of the 
Comr¥tittee that the table referred to bv the 
Secretary for Agriculture be inserted in 
" I-I a ne a.rd " ? 

GovERNoiEXT i\lEofBERS: "Aye." 
OrroSITIOlf J\iEMBERS : " No." 
'rhr CHAIR~IAN: Question resolved in 

the aflinLative. 
0PPOSITIO:::-T ~1E:~IBERS : Divide. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGIUCULTDRE: 

Thoro was no necesoity to take a division, 
as he would take another opportunitv of 
getting the flgurn insertod in " Hans~rd." 
\Vhcn hon. members opposite refused to have 
tho fignl'es inscrtPd in "I-Iansard," it only 
showed how much afraid those gentlemen 
were of the facts. On 1st August, 1920 the 
Federal Go,·ernmcnt relinquished contr~l of 
price-fixation of butter, and the State Govern­
n1ent re,un10d control of pric-0.-fixing, and on 
14th August. 1920, the pnce of butter 
was fixed at 238s. per cwt., an incre1sc of 1d. 
per lb. under tho Profiteering Prevention 
Act of 1920, and the price last mentioned still 
maintained. In order to show the incon· 
sistencY of hon. member;; opposite, he would 
quote from the mmutcs of a depnhtion which 
waite·d on him on 15t.h June of this year when 
he was A~bng C~10f Secretary. The dcputa. 
twn com;stf'd ot ~Ics,ws. H. :DL Hart. J. 
Purcell, \V. 'I'. Harris. E. Turrell, and W. 
Puree!!. Mr. J. Purcc!l, in the course of his 
remarks-

" Thanke-d the Minister for what had 
been done up to the present, although, 
perhap,, rt wa.s not quite all they had 
exncctou, but rt ha·d relieved the situa­
tion very considerably. Conditions were 
enormously bet.tcr than when they last 
''llW Mr. G!llrcs, and all the wheat 
plant~d before the rain had come up 
bc:wtrfully. 

"Mr. Gillics exprcc·;ed his pleasure at 
tbi, 

" 1\Ir. Puree!! 'aid they thought the 
GovcrninC•Jijj ;;hould help now, for when 
the crop matured they would be repaid 

[Hon. W. N. Gillies. 

for the ri •k they are taking and the 
'ccd whc ·ct, the}~ were supplying the 
people ~~yi rh." 

T]Jat ~:.as on the of \Yhc:tt, Fnrther 
to bqttcr, 1-vhen a 

Yerv inY00l';- 'nt \\·as 1naJe by 11r. 
Pu;:cdl. • Ho think anyone in tlw 
:Hou~c \Yculd tho bona fides of 11r. 
Purccli behalf of the dairy 
f ~ l'D1C'l'"l, hold a very 
i1npud" nt on pool \Yhich 
lw would not hol~" if he wore not qualifwd 
for the po:::ii :ou. J he report cont:;__rn~cd~ 

" ::.VL'. Purccll infonn ··d the 1linister 
a~ to tht'ir trip .,o l\lelbourne 1vith 

to price-fixing. The rcJult of 
~h1ting of the casG \VD, that they 
informed tho F·,deral Govcrnn1~nt 

shortly aboli·h price·fixing alto­
gcthn. \Yith the shortage in New S'outh 
\Vale and Victoria, t<1ie would give the 
Qneensl and manuf:vturcrs the opportu­
ni t:v of getting a better price. The 
Federal people thought that while they 
had 50.000 boxes of butter in cold store, 
they h;:rd better not abolis':t price·fixing. 

"The deputation thought that perhaps 
in another week or two they would get 
another l~d. in Queensland, the price to 
bo c·qualised all over Australia by the 
profit on the butter in cold stores. 

"Mr. Gillies mentioned that he had 
followed the matter in the Press. 

" Mr. W. Purcell asked whether the 
Queensland Government would take a 
hold of the price·fixing in butter and 
chc0se. 

" :\Ir. Gillic replied that he could not 
tell them. 

" ::\1r. \Y. Purcell hoped, if they did 
do '0, thev would first call evidence a,s 
to th0 cost" d production before reducing 
tho price." 

Mr. Puree!!, speaking for the dairy farmers 
of Queensland, expressed the hope that if the 
Queensland Government did take over ~he 
price·fixing of butter, that before reducmg 
t'1c pric•J they would call evidence as to the 
cost of production. Speaking on behalf of 
the Gm·ernment as Acting Premier, he (lVIr. 
Giilies) made this reply-

" The Priec Fixing Commissioner 
would get his instructions to make the 
fullest inquiry into the cost of pro-duc­
tion before any reduction to the producer 
took plac~. 

":Mr. Hart thanked Mr. Gillies for 
the assurance, which wa" a. big thing to­
take back to their people. 

"Mr. J. Puree!! said they told the 
Commonwealth people their price-fixing 
was the bigg·est mix-up in the world." 

\Vhat did he do'! How did he honour that 
compact? As soon as over the Federal 
Government released the control of butter he 
looked into the matter. The first time for 
fom· yec>rs that the Queensland Government 
had an:. power to do anything to assist th& 
farmer·, what did they do? 

An 0PPOSITIO~ MEMBER : Reduce the price. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
No; they incr,,nsed the pric''· As Minister 
for Agriculture, he pointed out to Mr. Ferry 
that he found that the Win.tho-war·National 
Goyernme.nt, which had so much sympathy 
for the farn1er, were giving the grocer, who 
took no risks of Lad .s(~asons. and who took no 
risks w!th rc(sard to bad debts, the enormous 



Supp'y. 

sn1n of 4d. per lb. for huttc;· oYer 
the for ea' h. He cl ont to ]Hr. 
Ferrv the farmer was C'ntit1ed to the 
full · of h's lnbour. and said it wonld 
be a thinrr for )Ir. Fcrrv to look closolv 
into 111atr~~r nnd fi!:ld out" if it vvould not 

a reason·a ble thin.; to tako 1d. per lb. off 
and give it to the farmer. That 

11Ir. Ferry did, aLc1 not one Inem-
on the Opposition sirle had been :me1n 

or fair enough to give him credit 
that. '}]l(~ Gc:o-n:rnment vvere told 

t}hJ had no sympathy for tho farmor. 
figures he hJd qnob:~d proved con­
that iho Gov0rmnpnt took every 

opportunity to do tho right thing vvhcn they 
had the power to do something for tho 
r1l'ITl0l'. I-tc "\Va:nted to givo some 11101'0 

figures, and he supposed hon. members 
opposite ,.·ould prevent them "Oing into 
" IIansard." too. Th0 statement was pro­
pared b? his department, and ho was satis· 
fiN! that the figures were correct. It was as 
follows:-

" Rrturn sh.owt'ng tlt6 amount of but/(r ma-nu-
factured for the years indir·atcil beio•;·. 
tor;ether u·ifh the pnrtir·ull!r., as to the 

to Queensland <lairy­
toyrthrr ·ll'ith the total 

rahe of the product. 
Avm·r-1gP 

Bntter Vulnu 
pr: e 11er lb 

f .e Butter fX 
Year. ~Iannt'ac\llrer1. (VVhole~a 1 f . Cr(mm p·ci_tl to 

U h·ym.:n. 
Lb. £ s. rl. 

1896* 6.164,240 154,106 0 6 
1906 22,746,593 971,513 0 8~ 
1907 22.789,158 973.287 0 8~ 
1908 23.838,357 1,107,490 D 9'; 
1900 24.592.711 1,050,314 0 81: 
1910 31.258,333 1,400,113 0 9 
1911 27.858,536 1,224,615 0 8~ 
1912 28,184,832 1,368.1~9 0 9/'o 
1913 33.122,143 1,621,6C2 0 10;\ 
1914 37.230.240 1,900,293 0 10 
1915 25.456,714 1.560)359 1 2 
1916 28.967.279 2,051,848 1 3~ 
1917 38.930.690 2,818,419 1 3; 
1918 32 .. 371.575 2, 765,071 1 5~ 
1919 2.5,500.000 2,071,875 1 5~ 
1920 Incomplete. Incomplete. 2 0 
To·day 2 2~ 

*In that year Queensland imported 
1,001,424 lb., value £42,995. 

At the present time the avcmgc price paid 
in Q.neensiand was about 2s. 2~d. That was 
the highe<t price :vcr paid during the history 
of the co-operahve movement in Queens .. 
land. which was abou~ twenty-five years old. 
He hod quoted the pnces for the last twenty. 
four years. and he had given tho Committee 
an indication of '\Vhat price the farmer 
ren 'vecl for his butter from tho various 
factories, ranging from 6cl. per lb. in 1896 
up to 2J. 2~cl. at the prec,"?nt time; and for 
the benefit of the hon. member for Cooroora 
he would quote a telegram from Gvmpie 
w.hi~h appeared in the "Courier" o.f 2nd 
of this month which showed the prices paid 
b:.~ the factories in his district. The telegram 
road as follow·,:- _, 

''DAIRY CO:\IPANTES. 

"Gyn1pie, 22nd ).Jovelnber. 
''The following tYerc the n:wnthlv nays 

of the co-operative co1npanie·~ ope"ra:-br'ig 
in the coastal belt :-Caboolture Co. 

C'l'.t. 

~.~ .. 
cnahl" 
of t.1L~ 

TA 
llOll. 
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the hon. rn -nl~ 
St nding Onk-~·s 

/·:(? ru:: 
tn 

o-:..totrd 

In ordc1· to 
n COJTC'Ct ·j de :1 

Se crcb ry for 
,;o;lld fnir oir tlw 

supplied 
f actcr lr'.-3, 

ch.iry LHmcrs, J_Dd the condi-
a.c;~·.•ciHtc'cl \Yith the ir<du trv ln 1896 :1~ 

with the presf'nt time." In 1896. if 
HJCnlory \Ya;;:: at all right, the dA.irying 

int:1u-=t>'v \Ya; onlv in it, infancY. lie did 
not SUJ;po~o that~ throughout th~e whole of 
Qucc.Js]and there wuo half a dozen factories 
in oxisten<::e at that tirnc•. and Quel~nsland 
was dependent ln.rgcly for its supplies of 
butt0r one! ch.,cse on the Southern Smtes 
of A u_.tralia and ]\' ew Zealand. so that the 
f\r,urcs quoted by the .hon. gentleman were 
practica 1~:- valueles:-:<. As a pern1ancnt 
n1c .. '~nrc, he thought pricc~fixing \vas an 
nbso1ute failurE-). nnd the sooner the nbolition 
of p,·ice-fr,cing took place the better it would 
be for Qneensla nd. vVha t did the figures 
qnot' d. by the. ~Iinister. as to the increa~ing 
prif'(~ of butte-r) pro,-c? They certainly 
prove c! one thing-that the cost of living 
in that direction v;~ts stc,'d1l: r16ing and 
thnt th0 condition qf the people \Yns no 
hettcr. Per· )JJ'J!Iy, ,he wculd not make any 
f. Hack on the Pri~0 Fixing Con1missioner. 
1Ie Yron]d not like that gcntlc:nan's job, as 
he L d got an ;;bsolnte1y hnnossjble task .to 
nrrfonn. In thP matter of fixing the price 
" Lutter, no thctt g:r,ntlcrnan had done 

llf'"·t. but he certain]v aJontecl an 
<l hsolutelv o,yrn:ng n1ethod or" gctti.ng the 
PvidellC'c.~ If the Price Fixing- Ccnnntiss:oner 
had arranged IYith ,o::_:ne of th"· dairy farrner"­
to t.·,l·-::e ovc a dairv fan!l that v. Jnilkinp;­
for~-..c or fi :tv eo-..~.,:;· ~or th l'C{~ rnonths or six 
rno11'ths, arHf work0d it a bso}utelv under his 
O"W!t -.:upervislon, then he wou1d'"' haYe abso­
lutch· found out to his own satisfaction and 
to tl1c satisfaction of everyone else what it 
{lid nost to produce butter. 

\Yith l'egard to ascertaining the pric8 of 
bnthr, they rnight send ont inCJl!iries to from 
fortv to one hnndrt'd farn1crs in Yil.rious dis­
tricts One man's la.nd had, perhaps, cost 
hin1 £3 or £4 an acr.~c) ·while a,notht'!' rnan's 

land had cost him £20 or £30 
[8 p.m.] an ac'·c. OnC' man m;'iht be 

2 or 3 rni1c~ fro:n a raihvay 
station. while anot.hor mip:ht be 10, 15. or 
20 miles fron1 a station. The1·e \Yas quit-::; a. 
nnmber of factcJries which contributed to­
wards n1aking the cost of butter on one farm 
or in one distric~ Yerv diftercnt frotn 1Yhat 
it \vould roGt on Rnot11cr farm or in another 
district. To establish an estimate of what 
woukl rerrllv be tbe actual cost of produc­
tion "ould cbe a mmt diflieult matter. If 
there v·pre- an outside rr1arkot for a farmer's 
butter at 270s. per cwt., he would absolutely 
be entitled to th •t amount. and if the out· 
side n1arkcts wer€' onlv 150s .. he wonJd havo 
to accept it. The ~nbject of sup:ar had 
been introduced into the discu,sion. If '> 

JJfr. Taylor.) 
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GoYernn1ent 1 by its ~egislation 1n connection 
with any particular industry, fostered and 
encouragc'd that indu,try at the expenJE of 
the whole of the people of the State, t1wn 
that Gon•rnmont had a rig.ht to sa:,· to that 
industry, "\Ye have done this in order to 
foster and protYct yoHr lndnstry, W(~ a:sk in 
return that there shall be some measure of 
protection given to the people of the State 
for the protection \vhich you haw: received.'' 
Legislation had been introduced into the 
country to do away with black labour, and 
in rnn,nv other directions. to cncouragl1. the 
indu5try throug,hout the ::\ orthorn part of 
Kew South vYales and the ''hole of Quce,ns· 
land. Therefore, in the matter of price 
fixing for that industry the Government \Vcre 
quit.• entitled to ask that certain things 
should be done in the interests of the whole 
Df the community for the benefits which that 
industrv had rocei,·ed, But with regard to 
butter "nothing of that kind had been done 
so far as tho GoYPrnn1ent \Yere concerned, 
and the fact that butter was clearer to-day 
than eight or ten years ago was not due to 
the Government. One or two members had 
stated that if they wished the dairying indus· 
try to be continued they would have to do 
everything possible to encourage and foster 
it. He would refer hon. members to page 
10 of the Agricultural Department's report 
for the vcar 1919-1920, which stated that 
"in two· years the rural community, as 
applied to farming and dairying, is less by 
8,600 people." That was a very "erious state 
of affairs. If, as had been stated by some 
members, dairying was such a money-ma.king 
proposition, how \vas it that so rnany persons 
had found ont that th(J best thing they could 
do was to get out and try some other means 
of making a li>elihood. What was really 
nece~ ..;ary \V a~ a better organiBod system of 
distribution. a.nd a better orga.nised system 
with regard to glut crops. There was nothing 
more dish0artPn ing to a n1un than to find 
that after six, nine, {Jr twelve months' work, 
he was compelled to sell the goods he had 
produced at a lesser cost than it had taken 
to produce them, and yet that was happen· 
ing to-day in Queensla-nd. 'vVhat was the 
reason that pohi.toes were selling in Brisbane 
to·day at from £5 to £6 a ton, when eight 
or ten weeks ago they were £15 or £16 a 
ton, and onions were selling to-day at £7 
or £8 a ton which a fc,v weeks ago 1.vorc 
£30 a ton. G nder normal conditions prices 
would regulak and fix themselves without 
any Price Fixing Commissioner at all, 
(Hear, hear!) The sooner they got back to 
the ol-d order of things the better. Hon. 
members opposite knew perfectly well-they 
had said in thP Chamber time and again­
that the cost of liYing at the present drry w:1.s 
just about twice ,\'lwt it was about eight or 
ten vears ago, Could it be honestly and 
truthfullv sa.id that all the methods thev ha,d 
been ad{Jpting dnring rPccnt years to better 
conditions had a< romplishcd their object? 
rrhe e':idunce IYa:-; all the oth0r wa·~. Thcv 
had no e,-idencc !hot this price-fixing hum­
bug had \vorked out in the intPrests of tho 
communi!.'·· \Yith regard to the dairy farrnC'r 
generally. he would say that if the taxa.blc 
incon1c of a 1nan in the cit:·: 1'. a.R £EJ)0 per 
annun1 and , he htxnblc income of n dairv 
farmer was £500 per annum, the dairv fa,:. 
T11(;r \Ya& of jnfln)telT- nwre Yalue t; the 
cornn1nnit}' thil n the 1~1>n in the c1ty with a 
sirr1ilnr iiiconlC, and lH' -.,,~a.s cntitJcd to i'30nl0 

cons.idcration. The dairyman w0ut to hi" 

[Jfr. Ta.,'tlo', 

work 'vhen most of them were in bed, he 
had to fig.ht bush fires and other evils, and 
yet some people begrudged him a fair return 
for his labour. The farrrwr was fullv ent1tled 
to a full rdurn for his labour. If '"the huge 
amount of unpaid labour on ·dairy farms 
\Va;" paid at city rates of wages, and they 
worked city homs, instead of butter being 
2s. 6<1. per lb, it ''ould be 4s. or 5s. per lh 
He hoped it would not be long before the 
Goycrnrncut \YOuld see the absolute necessity 
for doing away with this price-fixing busi· 
ness altogether, and as it had not worked 
out in the best intProsts of the community. 
He hlld nothing whlltever to say against 
those who had been endeaYouriJig to carry 
out the \York of price fixing. vYith regard 
to the report w hi eh had been road out by 
the hon. member for Burnett that afternoon, 
and which was issued hv the Price Commis· 
sioner just prior to the· election, he did not 
think the Price Commi"ioner had anything 
more to do with the publication. of that 
report than he had. He believed that any­
one who read that report would find that 
the Premier had asked for it and then 
used it for a political stunt. 

Mr. COLLI)JS (lJo1cen): He had listened 
very carefully to the debate on the Com­
missioner for Price Fixing, and from it he 
would imagine that the Commissioner of 
Prices had been appointed to deal only with 
one commoditY-butter. Hon. members 
opposite should realise that there were 
725,000 people in Queensland, and tha~ they 
were not all engag~d in the occupatiOn of 
dairying. Those members on that side of the 
Hou'se who represented sugar centres could 
not really oppose the Hppointment of a 
Co1nn1issioner for fixing prices, because the 
sugar industry would have been in a very 
poor position if it had not been for fixing 
the prico of sugar. 

rvrr. FLETCH~R: The farmers are repre· 
sented on tho price-fixing tribunal. 

Mr. COLLIXS: Yes. thanks to the present 
Government. The party with which he was 
comlPcted hud for a long time been preach· 
ing the doctrine that the value of a comm_o· 
ditv was the ,amount of labour employed m 
the" production of that commodii7 on the 
lavv of averagC's. That '1Vas a sound doctrine, 
and he ynts verv pleased to think that the 
propaganda work by members of his side 
amon"'st the farmers of Queensland had 
made~ mme progrE'"' in that direction, and 
that he should live to see the clay when 
members representing the farming interests 
0xprrsscd the bolid that the product of the 
labourer should belong to the labourer. 
::VIcrnbcrs on that side of thn House had 
llCV<"l' mid at an:v time that people should 
not bc paid for their labour in connection 
with am•thing which was produced from the 
land. Thoy had been tr:·ing to hammer into 
the clnll heads of a lot of pPople of Queens­
l"nd, including the portion of the people 
'vho nl!cd themsclYes farmers, that they 
shonld p;d naid for their In Lonr. but it had 
tR k0n a. long- tinlP to ronvlncc then1 of the 
fnirn<"' of that rloctriJw. l\Iembers on that 
side \Y01'0 not getting wwa~ from that 
d<wh~inf'. but nlPmbC'rs Ollpogitc wcro 
grnduall.v comint; to acr0.pt tlHlt rloctrinP­
in o."C,'nt the t0aching of wcialism.. The 
T'ricc Comrnie<ioner hod to d0al with many 
things hr cif!c butter. Farmcr3 in his e1crto­
rat0 rlicl w t a,k that the price of hnt\er 
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should be fixed by the Commissioner; but 
they asked that the price of fertilisers should 
be /ixcd, becau'e they knew that the people 
who controlled fertilisers were charging too 
much for those commodities. J\Ir. Kent, who 
vvas secTcta.rv of the Bowcn Farnu~rs' A~·-~oria­
tion, and ,:ho was not a supporter of his, 
wrote to him asking him to place before 
the Price Commissioner a reque,;t from the 
farrrcrs that he should ftx the price of 
fertilisers. That request did not show that 
farmers generally agreed with the idea 
of the hon. member for Cooroora when 
h<; said that if he had his way he' would 
w1po out the Price Commissioner alto­
gether. They had now debated for three 
hours the question of fixing the price of 
butter, and he wished that hon. members 
would get a,,, ay from that auostion. He was 
QllO of those who believed 'that the fixation 
of prices was going to remain. If it was 
found necessary during the war bv a Con­
servative Government of Great Brit~in made 
up practically of blue-blooded Tories to 
resort to price-Gxing to preyent their 'own 
fnends from exploiting the public, then he 
saw no reason why they should not have 
price-fixation in Queensland. 

Mr. BEBBixG'l'ON: Became you make 
politics out of it. 

_Mr. COLLII\S: They did nothing of the 
kmd. He drd not think that :VIr. Ferrv 
was a man who would be pulled hither and 
thrther by the politician. He took it thrn 
Mr. Ferry was appo' nted to the position 
on account of his abi:rty. He (Mr. Collins) 
had never met him until he saw him in 
the Brisbane office. 

Mr. BEJlBINGTON: _Did he not mak8 up a 
r~port for the l'rcmwr at the election time? 

The PRE~IIER: No. 

"\t twenty minutes past 8 o'clock p.m., 

Mr. PoLLOCK took the chair. 

Mr. COLLINS. (continuing): He had dis­
cussed n1attcrs w1th the Price Con1missioner, 
as the revresentative of his conotituents. 
sm?e of wh~n: \Yrotc do\vn asking that thP 
pnce of forohsers should be fixed. Ho had 
handed their letter to the Price Commis­
sioner. The continually throwing out, as the 
hon. member for Murrumba did this after­
noon, that people outside looked upon Mr. 
Ferry as less than a man, he did not believe 
in at ali. ~Mr. Ferry was respected by th,, 
farmers 111 h1s 'electorate for fixing the price 
of ferhhsers. \v here would theY be in con­
nection with the sugar industry if there 
had been no fixation of 11rices '; He was 
BatJsfied that the Conm1issioncr was doing 
good work. Th0y should take a broarl Vle'-'-' 

of things and not talk about nothing o1s~ 
than butter. There were other things 
besides bnttcr. He had hardlv hoard che< ·,, 
mcdioncd. Had not th · far'mers benefited 
b.v the fixation of prices? 

Mr. l\10RG\N: 1'\ot in any way. 

:l!r. COLLINS: Did tlw farmer consume 
uo groceries? The Southern farn1crs n1ight 
l:w abic to live on the nir. but the l\ortlwrn 
farmers mwdecl meat and drink. Thov did 
not co1nplain as rnuch as the Southern ·fann­
ers did. Tbc hon. member for Dra~-ton, 
who rep re,- cnL,d -525 ·,quare mile·. equal to 
525 blocks of 640 acrP,, Pach. to I ked as if 
h{' was thP onlv nuthoritv on bnttC'r. If the 
whole of Hwt" r:uen \va; nndr'r C!lltivntion, 
it would not lw llllH:h. ThP hnn. n~t'mb{'r for 

Murrumba, who repres,cnted about 1,070 
square miles, talk0el as if ho was the ouly 
JJ!all \\·ho ha-d any far111Crs in his elcC'torato. 
JJc (:'lir. Collins) "'il:· prepared to say that 
there vvcre lUOl'C fann;:.rs in hi:-5 Picctorate 
than in that of the hon. member for Dray­
ton. GoYernnlent illClUbers 'rere just as 
much interested in looking after the farm,ers 
us hon. members opposite. They were inter­
ested in seeing that the Price Fixing Com­
missioner did a fair thing, not only to the 
farmers, but to the public in general. There 
had been prosecutions in his electorate in 
connection with the price of sugar and other 
commodities. 'rhere were exploiters every­
~vhere, who utterly disregarded the law and 
1gnored the prices which were fixed, and 
they had to pay the yenalty. The hon. 
member for Drayton smd that he would do 
away with the Price Fixing Commissioner, 
and that the farmers had a right to charge 
what they thought fit for any commodity, 
but the farmers were only entitled to a fair 
and not an extortionate profit. Hon. members 
opposite did not represent all the farmers 
m Queensland, and the farmers were per­
fectly satisfied with the Price Fixing 
Co1nmissioner. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS (Pittszcorth): He 
desrrecl to point out that the decision of 
the Pric,e Fixing Commissioner in refusing 
to give to the butter producers of Queens­
land the increase they asked for was not 
based on the evidence adduced before him, 
There was something greater than merely 
what it cost to produce a pound of butter. 
In looking into questions that were s.mt out 
to the farmers to answer, he found that 
they went back for some considerable period. 
Many of the farmers were not in the ha.bi t 
of ke,eping their books in such a way as to 
en a blo them to refer back to a period of 
four or five year<, ago. The Price Fixing 
Commissioner should have got further evi· 
de.nco before coming to his d,ecision. He 
had not yet seen in Queensland or Australia 
res ,a whole, any body of men refused a living 
wage, but the dairy farmers had been dis­
tinctly imposed upon by the Price Fixing 
Commissioner. The dairy farmers were 
entitled to the rise they asked for, first Qf 
all, because the farmers in New South \Vales 
had got the rise. At the same time, the 
Government were everlastingly saying that 
they were the friends of the small producers. 
Secondly, hon. members opposite said that 
the butter 1woducers never received a price 
equal to what they were receiving to-day. 
Lot me admit that the farme1s were 
recc1nng what, in the opinion of those 
ladies "·ho appeared at the conference, and 
who said that the farmers were not giving 
the <'vidcnco which was required, was a 
better pric" than what they had ever had 
before•. They -hould have gone back " little 
further and compared the prices they were 
getting to-dc1y with those ruling in 1914. 
Tho Secretary for Ag-ricultnre had read <1 
stnt •ment to the Committee, in which he said 
that the price of butter in 1914 was some­
wlJ{'re in the vicinit~· or ls. 3~d. to ls. 4d. a 
lb. The hon. member for Toowomba men-
tioned that, ln v0nr. the price of buttor 
}wd been S( c in the Yi('init"y of lOd. 
a ib. fL did not wish to disbelieHl either 
the 3 Iinistcr or the hon. lHcmLer for Too~ 
\YOOn1ba, but he fonnct great difflcult~"T in 
arriving at a rPasonab~c: ulldc_'rstnnding when 
those hon. rr1mnbcrs gaYe such (mtirel:v dlfff!.r­
<'nt Btatcmcnts. Tho Price Fixing Commis-

M?·. J. H. C. Roberts.] 
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were 
1914 

cs~ential p.~ ;:t in 
on a dt-..irv farn1~could 1· e 
£14 10c. per tou for ::'io. 12 

gauge; to-day the price \Ya~ £68 lts. on 
rails in Bri.'5bane. 1-le hnzarded the opinion 
!hat that \Yas ~· bigger incrcaee than the 
Incr_ca::;c. th0 clanyn1an got for hiP butter. 
Plmn wu·0, )Jo. 8, could bo bouo-ht in 1914 
for :£717s. oo; ;, to-day it cost £'31 10, per 
ton. ::\o. 10 p,;un black wire cost £8 2s. 6d. 
in 1914 a; against :833 15s. to-dav. No. 8 
plain galva;nised wire in 1914 cost £9 5s. per 
tDn as_ ag·amst £60 to-day. In tho face of 
tl.lE,sc figure··., .he asked hon. gentlemen oppo­
site. to say If. the dany farmer was not 
entitled to an mcroaso in the price for his 
b';lttcr? .. \Vhcn the Price Commissioner g<1ve 
h1s d{_'C'l~,Ion, h~ ga vc it against the -...veight 
o! evidence. . 'I hey knew that the price of 
timber had mcreah!d fully 50 to 75 per 
cent., and that had a great bearing on the 
work that had to be carried out on a dairy 
farm. Then again, tlw increased rate of 
interest affectod thu dairy farmers and added 
to the cost of production. In 1914 the rate 
of interest \Yas 61 per cent. ; to-day the 
farmer., were as

1
ked to pay 8 per cent. and 

211 F-'1ll.Ie CEhts 82 per cent. for their n1oney. 
Th:o.t .:wd a -yory big bearing in regard to 
fix1ng the pncc> of butter. In Kcw South 
V\r ~lcs+ the dairym_en were getting a bigger 
pnco ,h&n was paid to the Qurmrland dairv 
farmer. In addition to that, the hnd taxa­
twn was le,~ in J\1 ow South ·wales. If they 
to{)k the mnmproved value of a brm '"orth 
£_6,000 to £7.000, they would find that in 
New South \Vales the land taxation was 
onR-third less than it was in Queensland. 
If, therefore, .he admited that the Govern­
ment were out .to assist the dairy farmers, 
he would bB domg somethmg that bordered 
on the absurd. They should also consider 
that fully 95 per cent. of the cheese nro­
duccd in Queensland was manufactured' bv 
co-operative companies, in all of which the 
d·airy farmers were shareholders. Then 
again, salt in 1914 was only £4 10s. per ton, 
as agamst £9 to-day, an increase of 100 
per ce'_lt. In 1914 rennet cost 9s. per gallon. 
.as agamst £2 15s. to-day. Then with regard 
to c.hccse bandages in 1914 the cost was 
5~d. per ye.rd) as . ag_ainst '1s. 9d. to-day. 
The. t was. a very big mcrease, much bigger 
than the mcrf'a,ed price of butter or cheese. 
In regard to ~he mccdium cheeses, the price 
for bandages 1n 1914 vvas 6d., as arrainst ls. 
6d" to-day. Y'.'ith regard to tops a the cost 
was Ss. 6d. per thonsand in 1914, as against 
£1 15s. to-day. \Yhilo for medium it was 
£1 7s. por thousand in 1914, as against 
£4 10s. to-day. i-Vhen the:· considered the 
co-st of all these items, they would see that 
the Commissioner did not come to a fair 
decision in fixing the price of butter. As a 
:nun an-d a farmer he (Mr. Roberts) believed 
m a fan thmg to all sections of the com­
munity. That "as more than he could say 

[.Mr. J. H. C. Roberts. 

1nmnbcrs opposite. 1vho believed 
should supply foodstuffs to 

p1·lc ron~idcrably lc~s than 
Yaluc. \Yas it f<.:ir and 

u. thing· like thrtt should 
? Th.~ p1·osrJcrity of the 

Its agriculture and 
C'On,ld not bel1r\ve 

we ro their 
H.:( n:at1 or: ihc 

i '1: Pri{'c Fixi::g 
1\vc t.lwl:-l a living" 1n1n·c He 

(~uoroo~; st;te 
b:; the Gympio 

Y1. tlrtt tlJC cb.ir1,r 
fDur years o£ hard •, "Orl~. 
their and had rnanv 
to 1vith. During 

dairyrncn and their \Yivcs 
to toil and !aL try-

Ing- to ;. mr;kc t'Ec1c; rncct. 11a"!.JY of the 
dnir;.~ farn1crs \Yould have been dov7n and 
cut· during- the long years of drought if it 
h;ld 1:ot. been for th<> fact that their wives 
were " Britons" and stuck to their long hours 
of toil all thrGug-,h. 

0PPOSITIOX ME}!BERS: Hear, hear ! 

J\ll-. J. H. C. ROBERTS: These women 
in tlw com1try ere denied many o£ the 
luxuries that fell to the lot of the women 
in the larg-o centres of population, so why 
should they be made to produce foodstuffs 
at a low price for the benefit of the men 
and vvon1ell living in the cities earning up 
to £10.000 a year? When they wore called 
upon iD supply their foodstuffs at a low rate, 
it w.,, absolutely wrong. It showed that the 
Price Fixing CommissionPr was 'not au fait 
with all the facts. A sugge"Jtion thrown out 
b•: a member of the Opposition was a good 
one. He (l\-Ir. Roberl,) hoped ho would live 
to ~·!e the dav ·when the Prico Fixincr Com­
nli'-..ioner Y\~m:ild be toiling on a clair~ farm. 
(Hear, hear!) HE' sincerely truste'd that 
some hon. members opposite would also havo 
to work on a dairy farm. (Hear, hear !) 
Then thev would se-: what their friend the 
Price Fixing Commissioner thought ought 
to be the price of buttPr. (Gov0rnm.ent inter­
ruption.) In rr.~ar,J to the utensils required 
in the dairying induetry, he ','"ould point out 
that in 1914 milk vats of 600 gallons. which 
' ere nece, Hy for their dairy factories, coslr 
£40, and in 1920 thev cost £52. ]\[ilk cans 
of 10 gallon capacity in 1914 cost £1 Ss., 
a.s against £2 7s. 6d. in 1920. Separators­
and they \Ye re necessary on a dairy farm­
of 65-.gallon cap3city in 1914 co.st £30, 
and m 1920 cost £42. An SS-gallon 
separator in 1914 cost £33, as against £52 
10s. in 1920. Those figures proved the 
increased cost of ke0ping a dairy farm up 
to working pitch. He believed it would 
break the heart of even the Minister for 
Agriculture were he to go to some of the 
farms and se'' the sliprails that wore nsed 
inst0ad of gates. H" did not think the hon. 
gentleman wanted that sort of thin,-. Nor 
did he think the Price Fixing Com,.,;issioner 
considered it desirable that the house ,honld 
be propped up with a prop stick on the 
west side in case th'> c>est wind should 
blo\\' it over. StilL hE: did not sccn1 to have 
tlw d0,irc to give tho::m a modicum of fair 
play. They had had a V'Jry considerable 
increase in railway freights. Had the Com­
rni2&ioner gour to' a little trouble he n1ight 
have ascertained also that pilfering had 
increased by 150 per cent. from 1914 to 1920. 
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Many of their chce,c· disappeared on the 
wav down. Recentlv. two trucks of cheese 
;,ve~o ~wnt £ron1 n ccr{tro on the Do-y;ns to the 
cool stores at Buruda. Thev left the start~ 
.ing point on a Tuesday. -One truck got 
clown on the fo!lmYing vYeclno· day after­
noon. It 'vas ur:iloa{~~d and graded on the 
!Thursday rP.orning. In that truck \Ycro 227 
cl1eLJt'S, every one of y~-hich .. was first cL-to:s, 
The scrond truck did 11ot arrive until Friday 
afternoon, when it was graded. Out of thr,t, 
t.went.v rhecscs 1-vcre g-radr_'d as third cl ass, 
fifty odd were g1·adccl as econcl, and the 
balance Kas grctdcd as nrst (~ass. Those 
were some of the things they had to put 
up with in the dairying industry. Ho would 
like to tell tlH'm a little story to show the 
ideas of m'tnv men on the land. At the 
end of 1919 ·he was speaking to •a dairy 
farmer. His Lthor had been a farmer 
before him, and his great grandfather had 
been a fermer. That was a pedigree any 
man on the other side of the House ought 
to be proud to own. That man told him, 
"I am getting out of the farming gltmf'." 
He said, " Why are ou doing- that?" The 
farmer told him that a son of his, twentv­
two years of ago, was working- in the rail­
w,":· yards at Toowoomba, and for the month 
of Novemhcr got somewhere in the vicinitv 
of £24 The father, with the .aeeistancc o"f 
two daughters and a son, milked fort~-sevcn 
or forty-eight cows. The cheque th.e:;- got 
for the month of October from the cheese 
factory amounted to £7, and he had had to 
spond £39 in buyinv, fodder for his dairy 
herd. 

The TE:VIPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
\Vi!! the hon. g-entleman connect his remarks 
v·ith the vote? 

Mr. J. I-I. C. ROBERTS: It was all right 
for the GoYcrnment to say they had a right 
to ctsk th<· Commissioner to fix prices. Could 
the Commis. ion er fix the price of rice sago 
tapioca, and many other commodities' which 
were just as ossentiAJ foodstuffs for the 
people as were butter and cheese? He 
could not do it. \Yho produced the g-reater 
quantity of the rice, sau;o, tapioca, 1..nd oth0r 
things? The yellow races of the East. Yet 
the white producers of Queensland >Yere to 
be in1posod upon by the Commi2,sioner. Did 
he fix the prico of petrol? \Vhen he tried 
to do so_. a boat loaded with petrol was lying 
1n the: nvcr. ~\s soon as lH~ said l'e wou1d net 
giYe th<' increase, tho boat left for Sydnoy. 
-and within hYonty-fonr hours th0 ir1 rrpas0 
v. a; rrivf~n. It sho<.n)d the absolute £u.tj1itv 
and a.bsurd ity of the nonsenricaJ icl0a tha:t 
cn1<::: 1 < tr1 frorn. m0tnhrrs on the other side 
of the House whon thcv said it wa.s the 
Ti~ht thing to fix thE.' pr{'co of a cnlnlnoditv 
JHOrluc_d in Qurcn-=:1~nrl, -when th~v · 'Pr~:; 
unablo to fix tht' price of nornmodit}p~ ·wl1ich 

from ronntrirs HH1t omnlo',cd f'henn 
1ur. Th().V y,·cre not only ~.Laci~iflring ti;'e 

farnv:r, hnt the~~ ,,-ere askjnp· h1s 
m."'cJ,inP.r..-- nnrl bi:;; CO"'\YS to 1-vork ccrtnin 
num1wr of 11onrs eYf'rv for 11othinrr. Hon. 
IDC'!ilbPrs . t0 think it.._,H rir"ht 

upon t 110 n;"'nn 
of thiq Ste.tc. 

ro!3e n1a.i·1l:v 
~:b_F.e bv 

who. 
to a 

Pil::lia­
gdll~inis-

rcn1~1xks of hon. 
the CrnYllnissionor 

l;oing influenced hy the Premier would, ha 
fhonght, ca.rry no \Vf~ight with the farmers 
or a11y !11(-·rnbcr of the IIouso, hut it pointed 
to v:lmt they mi~Zht expect if tho Opposition 
got on the GcP.r0rnn1cDt side in forcing pnb1ic 
·; crvnnt.:; to suLn1it to tlvir \Vishcs. 1\-.fr. 
FerrY ought to bo proud of thn fact that he 
h.:.d not hear-d of one inst-,nce in 'vhich the 
consu "1!~~g public had entered a protest 
<. ~.nti 11·:~t his pric·--s. (Opposition l anghter .) 
Thcv l1a.d not heard one member of the 
Cl,I;~JJll:iOll, \Yho rcpl'CSCllted COESU!ners as 
\Ydl ati produreTs, n1nko snrh a. protc<St. That 
v.-a,s bc·caus~~ the consumers \Verc being pro­
t,·ctod. He thoug.ht the member for Bowen 
struck the right noto when he touched upon 
the que -tioll of how tho value of a com­
Jnodity -...v.;Js created. The value of the com­
modity, which the great mass of the people 
of the Shte possessed, was i1xed by an 
Arbitration Court, befOl"e which the worker 
had to produce evidence that his comn1odity 
--llie labour power-v. as up to th<' value 
he claim0d for it, and the Profiteering 
Prevention Act was really doing the 
same thing for other commodities. The 
doba.te hac! centred round butter, just as 
if butter wore tho only thing produced in 
the St:,te bv the farmer, or used by him. 
;\'Ir. Ferry has fixed the prices of fertilisers. 
Pct>·ol and kerosene had been dealt with or 
\Yere being dealt with. (Opposition laughter.) 
If the prices had not been reduced or fixed, 
steps had been taken to prevent increases. 
Bread and meat, groceries, and fuel had 
aJso been dealt with. 1 These 1fc~cts had 
opcr2te-d in favour of the farmer ae well as 
other consurr1er6, becaus~:-~ he got them at 
reasonabL.=- prices, "\vhcrcas if traders were 
unrestrained, he would have to pay through 
the nose for them. He had read in the 
Press how Mr. Ferrv went to the trouble 
to send circulars to formers in different narts 
of the State. with the result that practi"cally 
only a handful of smr.!l struggling farmers 
who were working with old obsolete methods 
responded. rfhr-y ~found no SUCC(~Ssful farn1ers 
coming along and showing how a farm co:mld 
be run, if "\Vorkcd in a scientific manner. 
Mr. Ferrv said that he hud evidence that 
butter eo~ld be produced at the price fixed 
if farming were CJ.rried on in an up-to-elate 
or scientific manner. 

!VIr. PETERSO::<r in tor j ected. 

Mr. FOLEY: Tlw intorj,otor, like the 
Opposition, 1nade nnfair comparisons in order 
to trv to sho1v t~nt 3.'1r. Fcrrv had bct-!n 
unfAil-. J--T.e (_Juotcd Ginclie, in" the Leich· 
ha~·rlt te. \ lF•re he thourrbt th(~rc V'cre 
1norc cf t hr other se~: than cow.3, and 
;.-hero he saicl butter oost more to produce 
than the fixed prieR. But eYPn at Gindie 
they had oth2r sido lines. and tho same thing 
appli~·d to fann0rs, \vho ran pigs, poultry, 
~tc., bq;;idcs rnilking a few co\vR. In fact, 
that W\L one o£ the reasons whv their cr-eam 
ch0ques. \Yore so sma11. '"' 

Price fixing h:-td been a pp]i ed j!l oth~r 
of thn \YoTlrl be ll~d n 

"s, (] 
to sho\V 
on t}H~ 

1n Amcric Dvriil~ 1916-1917, 
steel amn;r, cl'" 177.000,000 

or dn~laL; jn 
cxt ;ss of the Thf' c}oth· 
inp.; o.n·i drv g00ds profits as 
high as 9,826 per cent.. tbc meat prr,:k0rs 
profits r · ngir.g up k1 4.244 per c · nt.. the 
fruit and vegetable canners np to 2,032 per 

Mr. F'oley.] 
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cent., and the woollen mill' 1,772 per cent. 
Those wcro instances how the public could be 
exploited by uns~rupnlous traders, a.nd the 
same thing -would apply and applied, in n1any 
instances, in Australia. 

According to tho latest bnlletin sent ont 
by Mr. Knibbs, the cost of living in Queens­
land was much lower t.han in anv other 
State. That, at least, was some c~cdit to 
Mr. Ferry. For groceries and other goods 
which cost £1 in 1911, in the last month of the 
l;:st reeordod quarter of 1920 they cost £2 2s. 
1d. in Brisbane, £2 5s. 9d. in Melbourne, £2 
6s. in S'rdnoy, and amounts in similar pro­
portion in the other capiLls, pointing con­
clusively to the effectiveness of the Act in 
reducing the cost of living in Queensland. 
One rconlt of the working of the measure 
was that thov would have fewer industrial 
disputes. Hon. members knew that if the 
cost of living was allowed to increase without 
restriction the first law of nature compelled 
the workers to go before the Arbitration 
Court, in order to koep their living up to 
a fair standard; and the judge must either 
give them an increase, or they went out on 
to the industrial field and caused trouble. 
Queensland stood vmy favourably on the list 
in connection with industrial disputes. 'l'ho 
number of working days lost in Now South 
Wales in 1919 was 3,000,000 odd. and the esti­
mated loss in wages was £2.000.000. In 
Victoria there were 733,000 working days lost, 
and the estimated loss in wages was £392,000. 
In Queensland there were only 586,000 work­
ing days lost, and the estimated loss in 
wages was £327,000. The Government, there­
fore, had been justified in introducing the 
Act providing for the fixation of prices, and 
they could take credit to themselves for 
appointing such " man as Mr. Fe-rry to 
administer that Act. Mr. Ferry ought to 
be proud of the abuse levelled at him by 
hon. members opposite. In every magazine 
that came from America they saw letters 
with regard to the formation of Communist 
organisations which indicated the effect of 
the damnable S}stem of exploitation that was 
carried on in that country. The same thing 
would apply to Queensland, if the Price 
Fixing Act had not been passed. In France, 
while the war was on, the Government had to 
take steps to protect the community against 
exploitation by the patriots, and in that con­
nection he woutd like to road a quotation 
from " Stead's Magazine" on French rents. 
'l'hc article said-

" He a YY penalties are provided by the 
new French laws with the object of pre· 
venting speculation in howce rents." 

The 'l'EMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
lVIr. FOLEY : He was sorry if he \\·ere 

out of order, but he was a no·? chum to 
tlw Chan1bcr and was not quito c.ouversant 
with the rules of the House. He had pro,:ecl 
to the public what the.'' could expect if e-. er 
the Opposition got on that ·side of the House. 
and also what the public son-ants could 
expect. 

Mr. CATTERlVIGLL (Musgrar1): He was 
v-ery sorry that the Price :Fixing Connnis~ 
sioncr had not seen }Jis way clear to give 
the dairy farmers 254s. per cwt. for their 
butter as asked bv them. as the eYidenco at 
the inquiry proved that that price was ncc.•s­
sary in order to enable the farmer to make 
a living. It was not a fair thing that 
fanners on the other side of an in1agina rv 
line should be getting 36s. per cwt. more 
for their buttBr than were the farmers of 

[Mr. Foley. 

Queensland. The cost of production during 
the last five or six years had Le( n very high, 
and the price now asked lw the dairv 
fanncr.-:J ·would not coinpcmsai,c them fo-r 
the-ir losses during the last few yea1·s. Hon. 
nwmbers oppositu hac1 ridiculNI the state­
ment that it cost 6s. per lb. in. some instances 
to produce bl!tter. Ho had known instances 
whore it cost o:·er £1 to produce a pound 
of butter. Owmg to the drv conditions 
men had been compelled to c~rt water si; 
or "o,·en miles for their cattle, and had been 
rompdled to crtrt fodder, and when thcv 
had come to the end of their resources their 
cattle had died. In arriving at the cobt 
of ]lrodudion, the farmer was entitled to 
charge, for his own labour and the labour 
of his family, the amount he would ha,-o 
to pay if h<l employed labour to do the 
work; anrl if the cost o{ production was 
fixed on that basis, it would be found that 
3s per lb. would not be too much for butter 
lo·day. The cost of all commodities used 
by the dairy farmer had increased by over 
100 per cent. In 1916 the Government com­
mande0recl butter from the various factories 
at ls. 4d. pN lb., while the average price at 
which it was sold was 1s. 10d. per lb. Up to 
the present time, the Government had made 
no refund to those factories. 

The SECRETARY FOR "\GRICULTTJRE: That is 
a dclibPrate misstatement of facts. They 
got £32,000. . 

Mr. CA 'l"I'ER:Y1l.'LL: He had made 
inquiries at several factories, and had been 
told that the statements had never come to 
hand. If tho Minister assured him that the 
statements had been sent out he would take 
his word for it. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMA="J: Order 1 
I find this debate is developing into a dis­
cussion on dairying. ·while that is remotely 
relevant to the question, still, if allowed to 
continue. it would open up a discuEsion on 
practically every industry in the State. The 
hon. member should confine himself to the 
question of tho fixation of prices. 

Mr. C \TTER.l\lULL: If he were out of 
order, the Chairman s.hould not blame him, 
a; other hon. members had adopted that line 
of debate. The price asked for bv the 
dairy farmers should ha vc been grante"d. If 
they calculated the wages they would have 
to pay to men to do tho work which they 
now did themselves, 3s. per lb. would not 
pay. Farmers during the last thr<ee or four 
years had had verv bad times and had lost 
a lot of money, ari'd they should Le allowed 
to-day to get such remuneration from their 
butter would enable them to cover some 
of their 

Mr. DT;::--.JS'l'AI\ (Gympir:): It was rather 
rcg-rl'ttablo th<lt tho party opposite should 
tnakc an attack upon .a reputable officer of 
the Sta tc \Yho hold such a responsible posi­
tion as that of Price Fjxing Co1nmissioner; 
bnt. :while it was regrettable, it "as not 
surpns1ng·, 11C~causo he had heard Bin1ilar 
attacks made on a judge of the Arbitration 
Court when it suited members opposite. At 
the present time there \\·as a spirit of 
o<1ntagonl~n1 between tho industrialists and the 
primrtry prodqccrs, and that should not exist. 
Thr:y all recognised that the primary pro­
ducer was one of the essential factors in our 
cconornic systen1, .and so also was the indus­
trialist; and he thought that instead of 
strengthening the antagonism which existed 
between them the0- should try to solve the 
problem. That problem would not be solved 
by the criticisms of hon. members opposite. 
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I-Ion. n1en1bcrs could rPcogniso the difficulties 
1vith whicJ1 the Cornrnissioncr 1vas faced in 
flxing a reasonable price for butter. They 
could not tell from the debate which had 
taken p];_Jcc \dwthcr hon. rnornbcr-s opposite 
bclicyc rl in London parity or in the prj.ce of 
butter being fixed on the cost of production. 
Thos8 hon. JYlClnbers \vcrc not consistent in 
arguleg tb<Jt the cost of butter shoulcl be 
based on the coot of production. A repnt· 
able man ha-1 been appointed as Price Fix­
ing CD·mrni~sioncr because of his recognised 
ability aB a pnblic officer, and th''Y must 
all know the difficnltv that officer had in 
fixing a re asnnablc lH~icc for butter on the 
evidence which was brought before him. If 
the Price Commi-·,ioner had not the power 
at the prc . .:;::nt tirno to colnncl dairvmcn in 
every rcntre of the State and the prOprietors 
of dairy factories to give evidence before 
him, he should be g;iven that power. His 
(:VIr. Dunstan's) electorate >vas the c0ntre of 
a very irnrwrtant dairying co1nmunity, and 
a local factory ·.yas put.ting up ,;~ record in 
the prod net ion of butter and in the distribu­
tion of cheques to supplier,. The people of 
Gympie were, therefore, largely interested 
in th0 grovdh of the dairying industry in 
tho purroundin:; di.stri,ct, and they always 
dcsirNl to do a fair thing for the primary 
producer of the State. Rut when they were 
fac0d wi!h a diversity of opinion and argu­
ments by members on the other side of the 
House, they could recognise the difficulty 
the Pricf' Fixing Commissioner had in decid­
ing what was a fair price for butter through­
out the State. One important party who 
gave Pvidencc before thP Price Commis­
sioner was the Housewives' Association, and 
this association had to be regarded as a factor 
in this business, because it represented the 
general taxpayer as well as the consu1ner. 
He nwintaincd that when the general tax­
payer had to bear the burden of the upkeep 
of departments which were run for the 
benefit of farmers, the cost of establishing 
quito a number of milway lines for the 
benef<t of the farmer, the loss entaihed by 
the abolition of the guarantee under the 
Railways Guarantee Act, the. cost of the 
distribution of seed wheat ancl the cost of 
a number of other activities which were for 
the bandit of tho farmer-then the general 
te<xpayer he.cl a right to he considered in the 
matter of fixing the price for butter. As 
reasonable men they, as members of the 
House, should seek to solve the difficulty 
with which the Commissioner weis faced 
rather than make the matter a political ono 
and indulge in att·1cks on a public (wrvant 
who c-1ulcl not reply. He would suggest that 
in the matter of the price of buttor--

).1r. FLETCI!Ell: Aro YOU satisfic.c\ >Yith the 
pric{·? J)o ~'Oll think 'the fanner is getting 
a fair price? 

1I r. DU).JST A':'; : If he wo>'e to argue the 
qucstio11 of the price he should probably 
.argue \vith ns rnuch diversity as hon. 111Cnl­

bers opposite. becalF:c he kn( \V that some 
dair:vnwn in ·districts :-::.urrounding his ele~­
toratC' recein1d a g-ood cheque per month 
fnr their cream, which showwl what were 
the possibilities of getting a fai1~ return at 
the present price of butter, while, on the 
other hand, there were other men with 
small herclB who had suffered some privation 
and hardship, due to drought and other 
causes, who were not doing so well. \Vhen 
they considered such evidence they would 
understand how difficult it was for a Price 
Commissioner to devise a price which was 

baecd on the cost of production. The general 
taxpayer who had to bear the burden of 
m·tint.nining acti\·itie-~ \YhiiC'h IYCrc ts,tab­

JJ·,JH'd fo1· thP hcLC'fit of the n1an on the land 
IYE'l'P l'lltit!cd to a lH'ic~: -which \Yas fair to 
tho COJlS1Uncr as well as to the producer. 
),;;; a uwttt~r of fact the dairv1nen \vcre rcceiY­
ing the fixed price on o'nly one-third of 
the \Yhen people had something to 
'·f'll >Ya ntud to dl it in the dearest 
1narkct. Lut when th0v \Yi,Ju'.U to buy they 
_,.cJLdd take all the price fixing they could 
get. It v,-a"!> }Joint,d out by the hon. n1em­
ber for Bo\vcn that the farwors wore quite 
in favour of the i!xation of the pricG of 
fertilis0rs, and so they wero in other 
jn~tunces. I-In had heard farmers in .his O"\Vn 
diiirict talk loudly against the <vi! principle 
of pric0-fixing jn regard to butter, .and they 
corr1pJaincd becau-.e the Governrnent had 
taken 110 actjon in regard to the fixation of 
the price of ba.co:J, because thoy '\V ere 
producing the butter but not the other 
comn1odit.v. They all de:-sired to see. the 
primary producers prosper ; and they Wished 
to seG that men who reared families, and 
had to depend on their wages with which to 
g-et the products they require-cl, should like­
wise prosper. If thf·n~ "\YCrc a consensus of 
opinion of thn other side as to what wa" the 
bc"t rnPthod to g'ive a fair return to prirnary 
prodneers as well as to the workerc;, it would 
go a long way in the progress of the State. 

Th0 PREMIER: He deprecated the 
attacks which had been made by hon. mem­
bers opposite against the Price Fixing Com­
micsioner in connection with this matter. 
(Hear, hear !) He was an officer v.:ho was 
highly < te<'m<'rl in the publlc serviCe, _not 
only bv this Government, but b;<• prevwus 
Go~·ern"ments, too, and capable, efficient, and 
conscientious in carrying out his duties. 
(Hear, hear !) He thought th<~ attack made 
upon him had been monstrously mean. 

:\fr. :MonGAX: Don't you remember attack­
ing- public officNs when you were on this 
side'! 

Tho PREMIER: When there was justifi­
cation for it. \Vhen thrl Labour party were 
sitting in opposition, and had any attacks 
to make, they attacked those who . were 
rhponsiblc, and they were not afra1d to 
place responsibility on the right shoulde~·s. 
( F!ear hear !) If hen. members oppe,rte 
v~erc honest and not so mean as thc'y had 
exhibited themselves to-night, the:,- would 
attack the Government, and attack Par~ia­
ment, which had pa,,cd t~e.Act under winch 
tho Price Fixing Con11nissroner 'vas "\Vork­
inn·. \Vhat v;as the use of bla1nipg the 
Pl1ee :Fixing Comn1issioncr for carr:~nng out 
his duties under tile Act? If there was any 
compLlillt. Ic,t it be nadc against those. who 
,vcrc• re"nonsible. The Govcrn1ncnt 1ntro~ 
du~ed th~ n1easure into the I-Iouso, ·which 
agre0d to it; and the Commissioner was 
merely carrying out his duties un<;Ier 1!.. The 
Corrnnissioncr would carry out his dut1~s ~s 
prescribed bv the Act. If the Act lard. 1t 
do,Yn that the Commissioner -,.vas to arnvo 
at th.e prices in acco-rdance wit_h the world's 
paritv, be would do rt; llc Simply earned 
out the duties as prescribed under the Act, 
aud the Government was willing to take the 
responsibility. He had listened all the even­
iiw to the arguments which had been used, 
in bthe hope of getting some ligh_t thrown on 
the subject of the fixation of prrces for pn­
mary products; but there was considerable 
confusion in the minds of hon. members, 
especially those on the other side, as to 

Hon. E. G. Theodo1·e.] 
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vvha.t constituted prin1ary product~, and \vhat 
coinn1.oditics should cmne under the price­
fixing-. Xo one• could say that they had 
arrived at the final word in regard to the 
fixation of priref<. Sorne of those hon. n1en1-
bers who had bcc•n mo·t illog·ical in regard 
to the rriticisn1 of thi;, yot.e ·were those vvho 
accJpted price-fJxing so far as sugar 'Was 
concerned, which ·was a primary product; 
and there \Yere n1anY ot~1crs who \Yould 
reprc. f'll.t to the CorniTli~·'3ioner the necessity 
of fixing thl' price of agricultural rnachinery. 
fertilis<•rs. or other things \rhich would 
benefit the agricultural community; but th"Y 
seemrd to think there was no logic or wisdon1, 
and only come evil motive, behind the Price 
Fi"\.ing Comn1l--~:ioncr when there \Vas. a 
price fixed for butter. 

Mr. BEBBINGTOK: vVh> not have a boord, 
and not ono rnau? ~ 

The PEE:0.IIER: That was ,imp!:: fl""tting 
a\vay fron1 the point. The question -t:hat had 
intcr-,st<;d hirn in follovving th{; debate \Vas 

whether there \va, any logic~! reason why 
buttet or dairy products should be removed 
from the opel.ttion of the Act. ·what was 
the use of making personal attacks upon 
the Commissioner? The Government would 
take the final responsibility of any decision 
he g-ave in the matter-as to whether 
dairy products should remain under the Act 
or be exempted from its operation. If the 
GoYernment firmly believed that, in the 
interests of the whole community, there 
should be some rcgl!lation of prices, and 
that the principle of fixation is a logical and 
reasonable pri:1ei plc and of benefit to the 
'Nhole commumty, they wer0 not so stubborn 
on the point that they thought it could be 
applied universally and should be so applied. 
If reasonable arguments could be adduced 
tD show that the application of that kind 
of machinery and legislation was likely w 
have a detrimental effect upon a primary 
industry, the Government was open to be 
oonvin~ed upon the mattor. Hon. members 
opposite, and those who h<1d been most 
vioknt in thci: outburst, apparently did not 
know v hat pnmary products were. He was 
asked by a Country party member the other 
day as to what particular primary products 
had come under the influence of price-fixing; 
und when he referred to certain things as 
timher, that hon. member wolfed at the 
suggestion of those things being primary 
products. The use of the term had boon 
mi,,handl<ed in a way that indicated the con­
fu~ion that f~xisted in the minds of hon. 
members. Ores taken out of the mines were 
primary products, but cheese '\Yas not a. 
prin1ary product in the ordinary arceptation 
of the hTn1. 

~lr, BEBD!XGTO'< : What is it? 
Thn PREl\1I~R: It was a rnanuff1ctnrcd 

product. (Loud laug·htt•r.) Thr•y had to 

loS(s 
llD,\'0 

classify this que-:tion of 
nr prin1a ry secondary pro-

(~ass1ftcatinn thc',T Jikcd 
H, \vas obvious that srnvn 
" primary product in the 

<Jf the' term, a1thongh 
mi1!ht be. T:•cv should 

thomughl:v t.hmshod out here, 
done Y\'ithout heat and with-
att8 cks \vhich had been m ado 

:'lg-ain"t tho Price Fixing Comin}~,ioner. 

}1r. ED\YARDS (.Yanr~>I(!O): He wished 
tn -ay n. few l"i'ords on thiR que<sbon, whieh 
was so important to the development of 
Quensland. IIo would sav without hesitation 

fHon. E. G. 1'heodo1'e. 

that the inquir:v with regard to butter ehould 
I!,)t hnse bee:. held The Pret11icr said that 
ho wi~hQ~ t? get smi!cthin~ to guicL' h:nl 
as to wn:--·tner certn.In pnma~1·y products ' 
;-:)honLl lJc taken ont of the hands of tJw 
Price Fixing Com1nissionor. Butit r '"'as olle 
that should be taken out of bis h1.nds, 
be~al~~e tho_y believed in th0 co-op r<tt~,,n 
pnnc~r~lo, and ~1on. 1nen1bcrs opposit-t :~cuid 
r.)(_ \VJtn thClil lll that. Bnttcr \V'U:3 h~indl(;d 
nnrl ~·)Id co-operati\'· ly by sccietic'S in 
Qur.~nslan~l. They had also ('Stabllshed Z~o­
plnce in London through v.-hich to handle 
Jt co-opc>rutiYclv, and that \V.as the rcnRor~_ 
\Yhy lmtt' r should he taken out of ti1o b:J.nds 
of the Pri~e Fixing Co1nmissioncr. IIe 
thnught it was " pity that the inquirv was 
held. The producers of buttr:~r V\'.~1"~ r~-cei.v­
ing 274s. for their butter in Victoria for 
local consumption. Hon. members opposite 
who were interested in country district, would 
be with him when he said that that was not 
the way to induce settlers to come from the 
Southern States or other parts of the world to 
spend their money in assisting to develop 
Queensland. After all, a successful dairvman 

was not a fool, and when h~ was 
[9.30 run.] going to settle on the land in 

any State he took everything 
c~rcfn11y into eonsidcration. If a pro.:>pec­
tive dauy farmer had fio·uros placed before 
hi~1 which sho\ved that oin Que .~·sland the 
d'uryman got 238s. per cwt. for his butter, 
while in Kew South '.Vales a,nd Victoria he 
would get 274s., he would see that it was 
not a succe,,f ul proposition to settle down 
m Queensland. Hon. members opposite will 
sco that that was not the "J.Y to develop 
thiS great State. There has been a lot said 
about what it cost to manufacture a pound of 
butter, and some memb ·rs opposite seemed 
to doubt the figures which had been quoted. 
That is because they did not know what it 
1nrant to carry on the dairying industry. 
Members opposite ridiculed the idea that it 
would cost 6s. to produce a pound of butter, 
yet he (Mr. E-dwards) knew dairymen who 
cmld only produco butter at a cost of some­
thing like 10s. per lb. during- the last two 
or thrc' years. In his district, and in many 
other districts in Queensland, dairymen who 
m,ed to milk sixty or seventy cows before 
the drought wero now milking seven or 
Pight cows. Those dairymen spont every 
pEmny they possessed on their forms, and 
they had to dri,·e their <:attle <1bout looking 
for agist1ncnt. 

Tho TEMPORARY CBAIRMAX: Ord0r! 
I ask the hon. gentle•11an to c'mfine his 
ronu:rks to the question before the 
Committee. 

r'b..c p~:orlucr:rs 'ivrro not 
tL0y pr.id fer seed and of growing. 
Tl1c ~ccd potntors cost ::815 to £25 11cr ton, 
[!;ld the f 'rrner~ went to a lot of trouble 
to gro,~: them. The pi'ices realised for pota­
toes on the market to-da:v would not P"Y the 
rost of digging a11d sending thcln to n1arkct~ 
The 111arkct price of 1.1otatocs to-day \'.-:;s 
4s. to 4s. 6d. per cwt. It cost 2s. to dig 
them, and ls. for the bag; and if they added 
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the C'OSt of cartagc to the railv\~ay station 
thoy would sec that the farmer got nothing 
for himself at all. The producers in Queens­
land were right up against it in cycry 
respect. It was time they considered theoe 
matters from the point of vicm~ of the pro­
ducer and not frorn the noi11t o£ Yiow of 
the umsumcr. in the brge c<>ntros of popula­
tion. Everyone knew thu,t they must adopt 
different methods if tlw.~ wanted to develop 
the country as it sboul(f be de-velopc:l. The 
fa .. rn1crs ~,t.ho v cnt in for co-operation spellt 
their tin1c and rnonev in lllrtnufactvTing 
butter, and the con~nuneP in the large 
centr{'S of pOl1Ulation had no right to inter­
f<-'rc 1vith thC'n at all ·when they \Verc asking 
for a fair )Eice for their bnttnr. It was 
time that hon. gentlemen opposite •·aw that 
the producers got a fair thing for the com­
modities they produced. as that was the 
only vmy to develop Quecmland as it should 
b., developed. 

Mr. SI:.-IER p·,mdah) said he was sympa­
thetic with those dairyn<cn who had passed 
through a bad time, but he thought that 
butter wae not the only question to be con­
sidered in relation to price-fixing. The argu­
ments put forward all day had been against 
the Price Fixing Commissioner for not 
giving a sufficient price for a certain article. 
Ho (:\Ir. Sizer) was going to me an argu­
ment to show that price-fixing was a failure, 
because Mr. Ferry had fixed a higher price 
for one article than he should havo done. 
Ho was not going to say anything personal 
about :1\lr. Ferry. (Hear, hear!) He 
believed Mr. Ferry was endeavouring to do 
his best to the utmost of his abilitv. One 
could understand how difficult his' duties 
,,~ere when he had to fix prices for all sorts 
vf things, from butter to hosimv. He (Mr. 
Sizer) would take a line of drU:pery known 
as Horrockses' calico. In 1916 it cost 4~d. 
per yard to land that calico in Brisbane, 
and it w ts sold at 5d. to 6d. per yard, or 
4s. lld. to 5s. lld. per dozen. That left a 
profit of 6d. to ls. 6d. per dozen vards. 
That "as considered to be an adequate 
profit, realising, as the trade did, that it was 
a broad-and~butter line. To-day it cost 
2s. 2!,d. to land Horrock <es' calico in Bris­
bane, and Mr. Ferr: allo\ved the drapers to 
add 45 per cnt. to that, bringing the profit 
to 11s. 6c1. per dozen : a.rds, as a 
proGt of 6d. to ls. 6d. in 1916. which 
the dre.pcrs '.'cere cotisf!cd at that timr-. Had 
20 or 25 per cent. been allo" ._'d. 

bz.~E:n Son10 traders 
their 

Stn_nrltlld," i:t 
ti,"ing Hr:rroc·k5\; e::~ l 
and another at ls~ lOd. )Wr yard. 
up till 
to 2~;. Ila-d 
t ho~c ta kc:-1 the 45 rK'l' rr'nt. allo\Yed 
by ~11-. Ferry, they would h~ve been charging 
3s. 2d. per ya rcl. and it wonld ha ye )wen 
impo,,siblc to soU ea lico. That proYod that 
price~itxing had complotdy failed. 'l'he 
whole of the trade was dependent upol! corn~ 
petitim', and there was no need for the 
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price-fixer. If the trader wore to stand 
hard and fast to the pe:tcentagcs allovved 
by the priv,-fixer, it would be a very bad 
deal for the consumer. He did not think 
the primary producers ''ere getting too much 
for. their butter, and ho was of the opinion 
that the aYcrage per~on in the con1n1unity 
did not desire to haYe butter cheaply at the 
expense of tho farmers. (Hear, hoar !) He 
bdjp,~ed the people in tho city were desirous 
of obtaining the highest prices they rcason­
ubly conld for their products, and they must 
grant tho samo conces,~ion to the primary 
prodncer. Price-fixing would not lead them 
any~vhcre. It might haYe been necessary 
ill extmordinarY circumstances, but they 
\YOuld b entirely wrong in accepting it as 
an r."onomic pr;nciple. The man in the city 
particularly the smaller man, in the cours~ 
of his busincso probably had as many diffi­
culties and worries to contend with as the 
primary producer had-except the climatio 
conditions, which n1ust be given great con­
sideration. He did not go as far as to 
support the adoption of world's parity in 
every direction, because he did not think it 
was possible. ~'l.t the present timo they 
should take into consideration the cost of 
production, bearing in mind the high prices 
of fodder, together with the loss of profits 
<lnring- the ]rest fc~w years; and thc;.7 should 
give something in the way of an additional 
price h recompense them for their years of 
loss and hardship. He had always been 
opposed ·to rhe exploitation of the consumer. 
\YhNc it could be prOY<:'d-and there should 
be adequate means of proving it-they 
should be singled ont: and dealt with-even, 
if need be. under tlw criminal law. The 
Government had the Control of Trade Act 
to operahe the ,~bole of the time they were 
in office. and refused to operate, it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGIUCl.IUIURE: No. 

:\lr. SIZER: The hon. gentleman knew 
that that was eo. This Act hod becm passed 
in an cndeaYour to obtain poll tit ·J kndos. 
\Yhotbcr the GoYernnwnt had succeeded, he 
did not know; but. since it had corne into 
opcl"'tion. they ha·d 1rore n1e1nber::3 on that 
sido of tho IIouse than thcv had before. 
He tlio Go,-emment 
that \Yhcthcr .it \Vas 

office of Prico 
uboli_.h the noslbon 
and. if ~on1P kind 

results \Yrrrrrrutc-d i,hc prt._'s, tt c.;,:pcn::;.e. 

At ten rninutcs to 10 o'clock p.m., 

The C'HAlTI:\r.n~ rcsun1ed tho chair. 

Z·o:.Jlnoditi(' 
i:n conncci·ion 'Sitb b~lt~:-·r. 

rcnl1y c1r·'~·on~tn:r _d t}l 
nclvanccJ \'".~10'1 1hc .:.\ t \Y .• 7 

the Chamh,'r--th 

''as 

1' or hjs nart, he did not intend to take a 
hand in aSsailing the Comrnissioner. (:Hear, 

Mr. Elphinstone.] 
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hear') H,, believed, th.1t that officor ha.d done 
his dntv in ace )r.J8.nr0 w-ith tl1c n~gu!ntion~ 
pl::1c~ d ~bt~foro him fro1n tirno to ti.n1e, and 
>t}irl h: lJc~t to carry then1 out. IJe \YDS 

rncrely tho creature ~of circuny,tances, ~nd 
hod ,w iml'ossib!P h·k before him. He 
c-ould 110t Please both sides---Yv-hich ngain 
:;;;hon:cd the i:npo8sibility of succe' dnlly fixing 
pric.:2. \Yhilst the v,Tar \Vas on and prod~c~ 
tion -..·as intcrferld \vith, it ·w;lc- a pa1liatiYo 
in different parts of the world; but he 9id 
11ot loHi'\' a country, or a Govcrn1nent, 1vhwh 
hnd embraced the argument that price-fixing 
was uoing to overcome the evils attendant 
upon lack of prod11ction; nnd the sooner this 
Gove-rnn1ent and this country appreciat )d 
that fact. the sooner would the:.· get back to 
production in the proper sense d the term. 
(1-Iear. het!r !) In his opinion. the Goycrn~ 
Incnt wouiJ show the-ir ln·o;-,dm~ndc-rlne6s in 
si·rrply making the Act inoperative. They 
had done their be<t to satisfy .. the man iu 
the Etreet,'' 1vhose kno,vlcdge \Vas insuffi~ 
cjpnt to enable hitn to understnnd that 
docrl'r!03ed production rnust lead t,J a certain 
extent to exploitation ctnd fluctuation in 
prices. What was exploitation? 'Which of 
them would not indulge in exploitation if 
given the opportunity? They were all human. 
If they bought an article for 1s., the market 
price of which was 2s. 6d., would the:; sell 
it for 1s. 6d.? Not one of them, if he 
wuo honest to himself. And to advance any 
argument on exploitation '"as ridiculous. It 
all resolved itself into a question of oppor­
tunity. and therefore the r>C•1t way to deprive 
men of the opportunity of exploitation was 
to makP the prod c!Cers so numerous that 
they did not have a chanco of asking unfair 
prices. A rromber on the oppc,ite side 
made reference to potatoes. It was only 
a few months, he thought, since they were 
fetching up to about £50 a ton, \vhereas 
to-dar·, if he was rightly informed, lhe price 
was approximntcly £5 a ton? \Vhy was that? 
For th" simple reason that there was such 
a prorluction that every consumer was satisf1ed 
and there was almost a glut. Production had 
settled the question of exploitation, if nny, 
in potatoes. Exactly the same argument 
apnlicd all round, and he just wanted to 
point to what seemed to be the pith of 
their discussion-that wa.s, the condemnation, 
lock, stock, and barrel, of the price-fixing 
proposition; not condemnation of the gentle­
man v.-ho had endeavoured to carry out the 
rog1Jlations under the Act, but C\1nde'IY:na­
tion of the principle; and the sooner they 
discDrdcd it :1nd got ba( ~: to production in 
th,·· or·dinarv scme of the term. free and 
tu·fcttcr0d, the sooner 'vould they overconw 
thn difficulties \Yhich tho Act 1\·as intende-d 
to ro;~1ovc. 

r:oxot ... \BLE }1E--IBER~ : Hear, hear t 

Jvir. G-. BAR?\iES (1V nTu ::-· '
7

) : Tht· 
intrrc t h d bc0n taken in the ftxilJg 
of tll0 pr~cc oE lm_t.tf·"" existccl bee tuse no 
oth('l" nrr-icln had be ·1 in qnitc the :;;an1e 

position r·~ l~uttcr. lJnfortunatcly. no indivi­
duals had be(~n pllr;;;n(J }n their ca11ing to 
ansthing 1i~{C the scunr: extent as the dairy 
fn.r1ncr. IJon. n1U11bcrs O>PC itc c llllO into 
offi~0 on the tick•; of cheap brcn_d, cheap 
butter, and cheap beef; and he unhesitat­
ingly said th,,t th·· dair:v farmer had been 
pur~:1cd right from the jnmp to the present 
morr·r:nt, ond thc•rcfore it '\vas not to be 
wnnd<?r<'d nt that the whole of the sitting 
had been devoted to a consideration of his 
case, simply because that sido of the Com-

[Mr. Elphinstone. 
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that th<e time had come when 
n1lrst be his lot. VVho was going 

the Cornrnissinncr for the fact that 
at tlw instuncc of the Gm·crnment the dairy 
fo rrtlc-r of Que0nsland had to sell hiS corn· 
modity at C,d. per lb. tess than his brother 
in any other part of Australia? 

ThP PR' ~\J1LR: I-inlf ycur rnen1bers have 
Llamcd him. 

~,Jr. G. P. I3AP}.:ES: The~ Connnissioner 
T, as acting largC'ly at tho instance of the 
Governn.cnt of the dav. :Ho did not blame 
him. He had carried out his work all right; 
but no rna11 could cmne to a. ju3t dccitSion 
regarding the rnattcr unlr he took in the 
\Yhole life and ',York of dnirY L,nner, 

not for one ~'cn.r. but for t..,,-o or 
[10 run.] three years .. At the present time 

the clair;· farmvr was entitled ~o 
e\·ory pennv that he could get out of h1s 
industrv. I--Ion. rncmbers on the Opposition 
side accoptcd the Premi2r's challong<:, which 
t.hev believed was m:~dc in good faith, 
because they believed that he wanted to 
know if price-fixing had been detrimental to 
the farminu indust.rv. 'l'here were one or 
t>Yo mcmhc

0

rs on tho other 'ide who knew 
that it had been di,tinctlv detrimental; but 
<werv member on his side of the Chnmber 
kne,; that, not onlv had the Government 
price-fixing po!icy bePn dct,rirncntal, but their 
interference during the '"hole five years they 
had been in office had been very injurious 
to the farmers. The Government, and not 
thP PricP Fixing Com1nissionor, 'vere respon­
sible. As a result of their interference 
with the industry, t.he number of persons 
enga,ged in dairying and farming had 
dccrca;ce.d by no !eRe than 8,600 since the 
Government· took office. There were still 
16,000 persons engc ged in the industry, but 
the reduction was so serious that it was no 
wonder the Opposition side took up the 
cudgels on behalf of men who had been 
attacked all along the line. Nothing had 
stirred him more than the indignity that hrrd 
been put upon tho dairy farmers during 
the last twehc months. Just imagine dairy 
farmers being called to Brisbane to give 
evidence as to the coot of this and the cost 
of that! It was no credit to any Government 
to ailow men to be trea tcd as the dairy 
farmers had been in that maJtcr, and the 
conntry was stirred from end tcJ end with 
indign'ation oll the mbj0d. Was it any 
wonder jf some of the witnC'~scs had given 
vent to their fe,:-.!ings \vhon under exarnina­
tions? Hon. members opposite had defa,med 
tho dai rv farmers that evening. If those 
hon. lncrl~tbers l'I'Uliscd the ronc]jt-ionS Of tho 
dD.ir.'\'ing indw~try, thoy would undcr"tand 
how it 1•·as onito pocsibl-, that it hnd CC't the 
dairy farmer 6s. 9cl. p;:,r lb. to produce his 
butter. 

The SECRETARY F01l P.GPTCCLTT"RE: ~vVhnt do 
you consider a f;,_ ir pri·~,e? 

fir. G. P. BARXES: To-day the fanner 
wa5 getting a fair prjce; but it \vas not a 
f~tir }Hit c- hnvjng re "arcl to tho fact that it 
~.va.s less t,hnn the dalrv farmers in the other 
St.<ltCs \Y('l'O getting, a.nd having regard to 
his locses from drought for several years 
past. If the Government C''rtsed their inter­
!ercnco, prices v, ,Jnld accord t-_} tho 'vorld's 
parity. The Secretary for Agriculture had 
gone back to the year 1896. What relevancy 
was there in that? 'l'here was no analog:) 
between prices in 1896 a.nd prices to-day, 
when the Government had deliberately kept 
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dovvn the price. I-Ie was not exagger:::.ting 
when he said that. if tho figures could be 
tabulated, a emn of not less thrm £1.000.000 
had been lost to the ciairy formers of Quo,ns­
land as r, lT•n; it of the intodoronco of the 
Goy,_;rnrn_<•nt. To sho\~,' the position of the 
dairy f _'rlners, he \\-ould quote frorn Table 
E of th~-- annual renort of the Gon1nlit1c:;ione1~ 
of rrnxrs. That table g_;_yo the pr0centagos 
of tax payablo by each class on the 1918-1919 
incvrnr-;. and it showed that the tax asse ~sed 
with rc::.:-pect to dniry farrncrs \Yas £4.874, 
which rcnrescntcd .29 of the totd t•,x. Yet 
the Gov0fnn1ent refuse-d to allow- the dr innncn 
tho opportunity to avail them;;:elves of tho 
pre:::cnt splendill opportunity-an opportnnity 
not brought about by the GoYernment, but by 
the unfortnnate 1l111JO\Yard conditions ruling 
in other parts of the world. The GoYrrnmcnt 
had pn. vented thc1n frotn r-ecouping t.herrl­
se] vos for t,he losses of several years. If they 
took the next figures they '" ould find some­
thing in connection with employees. The 
tax assos3ed in that case was £84,938, and 
the percentage to the total tax wa.s 5.6. If 
they took farmers generally, they would 
find that the farmers were <lssossed on 
£4,041, and the percentage to the total tax 
was .24. Enough had been said, and he 
believed the Premier and the Secretarv for 
Agriculture were rig.ht in their conclt;sions 
when thev said thev wore not great believers 
in price-fixing. Tli.e Premier 'indica.ted in a 
manly way that he wanted t> know if any­
thing had been done that was detrimental 
to the industry. If the hon. gentleman 
looked around, and did not confine his vision 
to what had been said in the House he would 
realise that the dairying industry' had been 
decidedly hurt a.nd injured as a result of 
mterfcrence and price-fixing by the 
Government. 

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): He l1ad been 
rather surprised at the attitude of hen. mem­
bers c•pposite in criticising the Price Fixing 
Commissioner personally. I-Ie was one who 
~clped to pass the Price Fixing Ac~, and the 
Go.-Grnmen~, rrs all Governments <hd, passed 
the regulations; and It was on the Labour 
party and on the Government as a Labour 
Government that the criticisms "hould rest. 
Ho certainly had an unholy contempt for 
"- bod7 of men who were not game ·to stand 
up and criticise a party Government for its 
actions, but took the mean and dirty course 
of going behind the back of the Price Fixing 
Commissioner and criticising that g<•ntleman 
who had no opportunitv to replY. It was 
dirty. mean, and lo\v io sav, .a~ the hon. 
n!.r'rnbf:r for Drayton did, fhat the Prke 
Fixing Con1mi~~ioncr was doing as the 
GoYcrnmcnt told him. That was unfair 
criticism. rrho Price Fixing Con1missioncr 
had clone the best he pohihlv could con­
si:sLmt wlth the Act he had tO aclininistcr. 
.and ,he cou1d not glvG Batisfaction to all 
partlr·~. Thev :dl rccogni.:;c:d that it '.Yould 
take a Y0rit<tc)1r saint to give sutisfactio:n to 
the ncncral public in the lnnttel~ of pricc­
flxin.'~· Th3 Price Fixing Con1n1issione1· 
rcclnf'd to h£Jy,- as his boss 0vcrv individual 
in Queensland, and no n1atter V ·whether he 
r .. rlr!.t,,_'d prices, \Vhethcr he allo\ved then1 to 
rcrnain at the present level, or whether he 
inercasrd them. sornr:body \Y::ts going to be 
di·,contented; but t.hose who were discon­
teJ;tod mir:ht weii adopt a sportinr: attitude 
and s;w that the man was honesf and had 
tried t{; do his best. 

Mr. BRAND : Do you think he made a 
n1i::;takc? 

~dr. POLLOCK:: T_~,;:J inen1bcrs c! the 
Oppositic:n thjnk h0 hrH.l n1ade a n1i~take? 
IIc wnnt~'d to kno~,, , brcause he had seen 
the Pric,~ Fixh!g Co1nmissione1~ a few 
n1onY•nts before and tvn.s informed that not 
onP 1n01Ttbcr o£ the Oppo· ition ha,d Sf'Cll the 
evidence. 

11r. BF~BBIKGTOX: \Ye all read it. 

}lr. POLLOCI(: }(on rrad it in u bia~scJ 
rup0r, the 'Couri,-r." Not ouo rne1nber of 
the Opposition had go:.1e to tho Cmnmissioner 
:'nd ~v;;kod for a cor)y of the evidence or for 
ihe rctt!l'HS thrrt wore submitted to him b:y 

Did hr· send the v<-Lrious 
a copy of the wddence that ,,~as 
Xo, he did not. 

:\1r. POLLOCK : ~Iembors of the Opposi­
tion crit1cisocl the Price Fixing Comn1issioner 
pcr~onnl1y. 

Ylr. \', ALKEll: We ha ye a right to do it. 

:Ylr. POLLOCK: Members of the Opposi­
tion had criticised :Gir. Ferry, 1vithout being 
aware of the facts of the case, for a~king 
the dair,·mon to provide evidence and 
returns going back seven years. He \\'anted 
the dairymen to give returns for three years, 
and it was on the recommendation of the 
dairymen's representative, J\Ir. Harris, that 
:VIr. Ferrv c 'ked them to produce evidence 
and returns for seven years; and now the 
hon. lnemb(T for Cooroora came along and 
"bellvachcd" against the Commissioner 
when "he had not extended to the Commis­
sioner tho ordinary courtesy of inquiring 
from him the facts of the case. 

Ylr. MoHGAN: Ho was doing his duty to 
his electorate. 

Mr. POLLOCK: If the hon. membm· W8B 
doing his duty to his electorate and if 
other hon. members were doing their duty 
to their electorates, they would have ascer­
tained from the Commissioner fuii particu­
lars in regard to the matter, instead of 
believing that dirty, scurrilous rag-the 
"Courier." Rein. members said the Com­
missioner had fixed a price for butter lower 
than w.hftt the dairymen had a right to 
0xpect ; but did they s0e the evidence and. 
the returns on which the Commissioner based 
his decision? 

Mr. MoHGA:<i : vV e see the evidence every 
day of our Jiyes. 

I\I.r. POLLOCIC: If tho hon. nrember "\vere 
born in a cowyard ho would not understand 
the ordinary rudiments of dairyinr. 

1.1r. :!.\1oRGAN: You v.-ore born Jn the 
gutter. 

The CI-IAIR~,L\~: Order ! I a ,le th8 
me-mber to withd1·aw that statement, 
is l}Uite unparlia1nr:ntary. 

Mr. :YIORGAN: Tho hon. member 
insi!matc-cl something a bout himself, and he 
~hou1d bc1 n ~ lced to \Yithdnnv. 

Th0 The hon. rncnber 
11111 ~r 

~·-L·. }!IJUG._\N: ).s it. \Yas nnpaTlian1cn­
tarY, he wouicl >Yiihclraw. 

Tho C'IIAIHI\IA~: I point out to hon. 
mr 'nbers generally t.hat there is ~ te~dency 
on both sides of the IIouso to rndu1ge In 
interjections that are quito disorderly. Inter­
jections are disorderly at all times, but there 
.l1aYo been interjections during the last few 
davs of a nature that hon. members should 
not indulr:e in, and I must request hon. 
m em hers to refrain. 

Mr. Smith.] 
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Mr. POLLOCK: Hon. members would do 
the wise thing if the,> would peruse the 
Commiesioner's report; if they would go care­
fully through the ovidonco that was laid 
before him, and ask themsolyes if on that 
evidence they would have come to a different 
conclusion to what l.he Commi·isoner did, 
befmo they criticised the Commissioner who 
was not able to reply. They did not know 
whether they would or not, as they had never 
soon the eyidence. 

'Ylr. COSTELLO (Carnart·on): He did not 
wish to indulge in personalities in connec­
tion with the Price Fixing Commissioner. 
Any criticisms he had to offer would be 
directed to the Government. He held that 
it was a mistake on tho part of the Govern­
ment to a k ono man to decide such a ques­
tion as the price of primary products, includ­
ing the price of butter. The Government, 
when they decided to make inquiries as to 
the coot of producing butter or to interfere 
with industry from a primary producer's 
point of view, should have appointed as Com­
missioner a practical farmer, who would 
have done justice not only to the primary 
producer but also to the consunwr. The 
Government in this matter had not con­
sidered the primary producer as they should 
have done. Our primary industries were 
stagnant at the prc·.ent time, and the Govern­
ment should be prepared to lend them a 
helping hand, as tho, e industries needed 
nursing. But the Goyernment h~emed to 
consider that the man who was a producer 
was a man who was in a position to pay all 
taxes. The men on the land to-day were in 
a worse position than the men who worked 
in and around Brisbane. If one went round 
Brisbane, ono ''"ould find comfortable homes. 
The ·workers' homes in the city were more 
comfortable than 80 per cent. of the farmers' 
homes throughout the district of Carnarvon. 
'Then, why not give those men an oppor­
tunity to get level with the men whose 
wages were fixed in Brisbane? If they were 
going to fix the price of primary products, 
they should remember that at the present 
time a number of people were depending 
"·holly and solely upon the production of 
vegetables or fruit. Returned men were 
depending· on the production of vegetables 
ulono at the prc-cnt time. Yet a 36-lb. bag 
of 'Ya' sold the other day for 6d. 

SnnET,\HY IOR AGmruLTURE: Do you 
.suggc3t price-fixing there? 

Mr. COSTELLO: Yes, if they were going 
to h::tYO price-fixing in Togard to other 

out 

roR .P ... GRICTIL'TURE: Don't 
butter farrncr is bc_.ttcr off 
tlmn tho fruit farmer with-

~\1r. CO .)TELLO: 

Ol'r_linarv ln.bourcr in 
{tnythi!Jg Jiko fair rernuncra~ 

labour. Proclucors generally 
that rcnuecration to "\vhich 

for the amount of time 
cultivating the land as corn· 

tho remu11.eration received by 
Inc:n wages were fixed by the Arbitr~l­
tion Court. Ilc would suggest that, if tho 
Government were going to fix the price of 
butter. thtlY should alSo fix the prices of 

[Mr. Pollock. 

other primary products. The producers of 
vegetables could not make an honest living 
out of the- industry at the prices they were 
able to obtain at the present time. One 
member supporting the Government referred 
to the cost of Jiying in this State as com­
pared with the cost of living in the other 
State,, particularly Victoria, but the figures 
ho gavo vvith regard to Victoria vv~;re alto­
gether wrong·. He askeu the Government to 
consider those people who had struggled 
through the last lean years and lived from 
hand to mouth-almost liYing on the store­
keeper, by whom their credit was limited to 
such articles as flour and sugar and those 
colnrnodities which were necessary to keep 
budy and soul together. Many of those 
people had lost their stock, and some had 
not been put on land which was altogether 
suitable for dairying or fruitgrowing, and 
the seasons bad been against them. Down 
along the Severn River at the present time 
there was not a willow tree left. 

At half-past 10 o'clock p.m., 

The CHAIRMAN said: Under Standing 
Order No. 306, I now leave the chair, and 
make my report to the House. 

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re­
ported progre's, and the Committee obtained 
leave to sit again to-n1orrow. 

The House adjourned at twenty-nine 
minutes to 11 o'clock p.m. 




