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568 Questions.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

WEDNESDAY, 8 DrcrMBER, 1920.
The QP;AKER (Hlon. W. Bertram, Maree)
took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock p.m.

PAPER.
CRETARY T(‘ PUBLIC WORKS
J’. A, Fihelly, mZmn'/u o Teild upon
able of uge the Heport of the

sioner, with Stateisents of
Balare ete.. of the respee-
o I for the ar cnded

amer sor-
t o British
act with the

HV undm‘ \,Onf
Goverament, still operative?
he eansider the question of
sul=sidising %llmpmg for the
it and Northern por%v with a viow
a new and more favour-
b with the Rritizh India
(C‘ompany, thus cnsuring a b tter service
for the Contral and Novrthern portz?

3. Will he give carly consideration
to Lh( stion of ecstablishing a State
mir of steamers for Quecnsiand, with «

regular service between
awd Nesthern ports 7
The PREMIER (Hon. E.
Chillngoe) replied—

“1 to 3 Yes. At the present time
there 13 # lemporarv service in opera-
tion, and this will be continued until the
&0th June, 1821, when the question of
reviving or amending the original con-
tract will be considered.”

Rockhampton

G. Theodore,

ADvANCES BY GOVERNMENT SavINGS Bi¥x 10
NAYURALISED (GERMANS.

KING (Zogan) asked the Treasurer—

“1. Did the Labour Government, at

Mr.

any time during the war, direct the Com-
missioner of the Gove‘“nmont Savings
Bank not o omnt advances to

naturalised sanmts of German origin?

201 o did the Government, just
prior to the last genelal elections, direct
the Commissioner of the Goverarment
Savings Bank to remove that restriction?
tetters sont out from the
ment to any  Labour
: the last Parliament notify-
e that such restriciion had been
h\!:,o rod?

-

“ 4, Did the Labour Govclnmcnt, at
any time during the war, direct the
othcer in charge of h Workers® Dwell-
igs Department not to led contracts to
any  nsturalised p‘,,, of German

origin?”’
The TREABURER
1. but the War Precautions
had t effect,
“2. Boe answer to No. 1

replind—

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

“3 Ves. The Commissioner of the
Quecnsland Government Savings Bank
advisad that he proposed to make
advances to enemy subjocts or
naturalised persons of enemy origin,
subject *o the approval of Cabinet to

gUch action, and provided satisfactory
cports were obtained by him from the

o

pwmb as regards the applicants

d chsracter genevally, and on con
‘ont that the anplicants were not |
to be (x(pfnt“r( [
by the U

i

sprovest of the (Nn
certain mompers of B
sed of the Commiss

and

Nro
mont

int wdml

In ¥ebruary, 1916, prior

to the
ammissioner of the

t’lCd +1 1at no contracts
subjects by the

\01" Loard"’

n

1ith, wn the

chair)

COMMISSIONER OF PRICES.
Itom—C ‘oner  of  Prices, £4,185,
which 2Tr, rgan moved be vedneed by £1.
tated—That  £4,184 ounly be
The PREMIER -aid that, in giving
detailed information re gahhxw the Chief

Secrctary’s office vestorday,
stated that the co
1919-1920, of the

he inadvertently
for the financt 11 w}ar‘
\r’t ne Premier’s attend-

ance st the Premier’s confercnce was £180.
The * Courier ” tlmt morning  sfr

fact that the Acting Premicr was only away
nine days. and *hua his expenses av: sraged
£20 ’p”}. day. The aciual facts weve, that
the Acting Prewier was away sixtzen days,
and the cost of his visit, including that of

two officers, was £90 10x 7(]. H.n (Mr.
Theodore) made ﬂ*.c mistake of giving the
total amount of the Acting Premier’s
expenses during his term as :\ctm” Premier
in 1910-1990. including visits to Townsville
and to other centres, and including accom-
panying officers’ expenses.

Mr. BEBBI\'GTO\' (Drayton): He had
much pleasure in supporting the amendment
for the riduction of the vote by £1. He
wis not 'ro’n to say that the exact cost
of the mqun“’ with regard to the produc-

tion of butter was not correct just at the
present time, but it was not the average
cost by a Ionn way nen were not

Vi

eivon thei cons ideration “lth regard to the
hours of lebour which they ought to have.
e would iust show one side of the picture.
I ¢ snd walked into the
would hnd that dairymen rose
in m orm‘w ﬁ‘nd i
hreakf: at

mors worl 1
in the
A to do

Sinan

=

On the other
caw in the fowns and
evidences of  wealth,

of th(‘,v
the cmo.,




Supply.

elaborate suburban homes, lovely residences,
motm cars, people coming from the theatres,
and going to work in the Mmorning in com-
fort. ¥et, the Premier and the present Go-
\cnmunt were ready to compel the people
of the country to work long hours in ordel‘
to give these rich people cheap food.

The ] What i
talking

M.

bane

any other
to the ou

made his choice, and like 3
had to pay the price. The pnco wag that
h v ownre b wyed from co

into the ties.  Dalrymion
'md fat tening  their msi
would not
slave for t 1 lo In the
wanted to ask Premier why
men w L (t usnder the zuthorits
ice I \ ommr iener? The Act
tinet]lr ] Commissioner shouid
deal only 'oh-uo 1, #o that ‘11L Pre-
had sided that the dairywen were
profite
The
thing of
fix prices.
L’r LEBBINGTON: They were golng to
ask the F Un‘Ol to relieve the dairvmen of
bmmn hy kecp them subject to the
Price Fixing C‘mnmxwlonel ?
The Pr
Ave the

mioer

Preyier: The
the sort.

Act does not say any-
It gives permission to
i

(ER: Let me ask you a question?
ot geotting the highest price they
over got in Quec,tsland for butter?

BEBBINGTON: Did tke Premier
know the cost of producti@n‘? They had to

.(
I

pay Jdouble what they used fo pay in wages,
double for firewoed and double for overy-
thing. For a small keg of rennet, which
they used to geot for £2 153 they had paid
as much as £40. Yet the Pr(\n or waid they
were getting a higher price than ever! No
doubt, the Premier was awarc that the
Agricultural Departwent’s return  showed

that there were 6,000 peop}e in the dairying

mdustry fewer than last year, when there
were 3,000 fewer th‘n the year hefore, so
that in two years the number had heen

reduced by
something  1i
in from dairy

9.000. At present there was
£3,000,000 a vear coming

produce, and that amount
distributed  amongst the people of
enslarel way of trade. In spite of
the Gov m"lmoni were killing the dairy
: and if they kept on in ‘hc way

Was

1slend would very soon

’n.ro t y produce from Now

Yo al , 4H Was rone by, The
time would soon e W of
Guens md would the t

1“11]0*:\ reEition of
¢ e L«ul th

in va‘

Vo
Le

Under a

Labou

2 DINGTON:
Govermnent,

Not under a Lab

: bour
The Labour Governm: n* wers

[8 DrcrMBER.]
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}LUDH]U the dairy industry, and they would
ruin any industry. The dead hand of Labour
legislation was on cvelythmg, and under it
everything decayed.  Everything they put
their hands on withered up and died.” This
was the encouragement that they got—that
nust ﬂnpnlv the vich people of Bris-

e

bane with cheap food; bub they were not
#oing to do it. There was no ‘profiteering

the Premier }uu delibor-
10 T ONg

the Gove

ng fx.nd

o

1 and \olh'lo
e o sald at 9d
W it t not?  Then,

nese matters,
ndustrics the
knew of was Tk per
Wwere (mumrv‘
I 501'

o Uoverfl“‘c.u for
ich they so much
! E‘ vas not foclish
ve that the p‘(w\nt puccs were
‘D up, but b hoped they would
good while so as to alicw the
off their overdrefts an.d pay
indebtedness to the stovekeepers.
”11]“1 \\dS \,{‘)Idm 41];[[ L}l(‘]‘(‘ was
in fne dairying industry,
to toke it from “the control
ixing Coimrmissioner?
7ill rou give me a st aight
: asked ou? Is not
a hwhm price than ever

‘J

dion 1

Tip, L?T"\UIOA\: So was the cost of

Lock at the enormous losses
red during the mught. There
worth £6.000, in counection

of which 1t took all the

and there was
penny to na rages fcr thres
nediately theve was an increase
in prices, an d oxtra pl(‘/dh(‘tl(‘ll through rain,
they wory told they w leering. Weuld
the )‘Q'V‘lﬂl take 'y flom
the hands of the

The Prex

e butter,

moeney  got
net a
months

3it down.

2y, BEDBBINGTON: The Premier might
have scen feports in the Southern papers

o the cffect that the dau‘“nmn ¥ ere epeying
their cows and cutting up their farms.

The SecneTaRy FOR AGRICULTURE: If you
that  statement deflinitely, I will
r 1o legislation put through

endeavou
befare f‘x ouse rizes to stop it.

B GTON: Was the hon. gentle-
man going 10 t,ompJ }wc(zpio to keep cows?
gr,ntk—!*‘.-.n allowed hiz public ser-

Cﬁ

a weck for keeping a horse; the
poctor. far instence. Would a cow
han a Iﬁor ~? (Laughter.) If the

fariaers the same
; suws as he allowed
f5y horse feed, the
4 and g

He
of the hon.

e
hear! Come over

PETENSON ;

Tp"o was no necossity
as he could say
ro be the truth as far as
B concerncd where

Was

Mr. Peterson.]



570 Supply. [ASSEAL
he was. (Hear, hear!) He was not in
accord  with those ; o said the
dalnm;ﬁ industry itable  one.

o
wless
(3!\

He
taken to g
the re:t of th
able veiy
ing and othe

od that,
e the

were
with

GPPCEI IO
hiz own
]J’“ﬂl'(s him very  much
connection swith the ination
. Feovy as to what should be
SIS to find there vere
who w pro‘,)arfu to go into
and nd d : :
fellow-workers in country
wagoe for the produce.
WMr. Bererycrow: That s : More
e on thein.  Thoy are fools of the

sl

Goverameoent,

m‘idt\m
w‘,n‘ch h

been for years wre n;)t‘
even at the _pr time, on an avers
basis, getting a faiy rotuln f()r their plOdU(‘(
Fe x ory much that Ir. J.‘o.r“ didd
not cons h""wtmu the fact that,
when the city worke family ('ozmnom‘rﬁ
work, thoy were paid award wages in many
casas  starting and up to 30z a
% yrian’s family ¢
v Hen }m or Ju‘ lef

tE'C fni'tm‘r fm'

He mode
en \\'(‘l’@ TO WO
a week principle,
and were to cl
k of 11:011’ fam
dairyir ardl oth s
done on the favin, they
able to gotf

roIb., bub v
heav !

ETERSON: He had in his distriet
a State Fa.nv'. alr. Fervy. in f\mg tho prx“o
of the worker's commodity. should ascertain
what it cost under Goversment supervision to
manufacture & pound of butter. If he did
that. and wor thase men on the forty-four
hours a week basis, he would find he “eould
not consistently have given the veedict he

v, TE

kot l

did.  Unfortunstely, the dairymen did not
take advantage of the opporvtunity which

was extended ro them. From hiz own experi-
cence in hiz district. he knew they had a
great deal stronger case than that which they
had prescnted, and thev had failed lament-
ably in o%tab)hhmg evidence.  But that did
not detract from whut he kuew of the indus-

try. For the lasr H\wo and a-half wvears in
the Central u‘\‘(ncf faormers had almest
becn wiped cut of ¢ tence as the result of

condiiions,
shower o

drought

Reenuwe the :
sent  a vin the  price-fixing

machiney brovght into ¢ 1(1n11<>L, and
no cons on  was talen of the cattle
lost of the calves which had died, or of the
s of the family. The thing =as pre-
(Hear, herr ) As 3 member of a

faunlng ommor“fo h(\ had nover found ihe
Minister for Agriculture or the od‘or mom-
bers of the Government bac d in assist-
ing him. But H must not «lip superfiei-
ally over conditions such as those if they

wanted Queensland te prosper

[M r. Peterson.

if they wanted

of the citv into the
hey had to sheow them
ng their work on a 100-
\’«1(\' swwould awiess thelr
i it to produce on
show how
wos

‘if\utl

e

I Ifnu,m

ommuni-
it was s‘ ted that
in marnitude of
of the State. For
vitality and vigonr,
a new country like

rhis, a expansien in the n of
cattlo st the amount dairy pro-
i L number
of e thel
Jiving  out
1(m.xr proved that
ot making ¢ . any
ivoction, but was actually going back
This was stoptli and pointed to the
fact x'hi(‘h, to 41 who closely studied
atio from  the  national

had been apparent for some time
tbe Adnirying mdust e great though

Tt siont
r‘m Wount (‘f MOHEN e "]
amongst the daivy farmers, »

tion TO
QT

\mras:od in
—were

Some strong
wat :

2 of those
*,“Or\—(hlx ¥

hat work for other avenues of employ-
acut which held out glm‘*m mdum
The daivving districts were being
(,{ Hw"' popnlrm sn. which was

He was
not hd awavr b; uhy bnol\ or paper reading,
hut ho om admit. perhops, as a supcrficial

¢ r of national thing
only one way in which the

that there was
QL+

State could make
and thut was by assisting in cvery

i 1y to increase
Oreosrriny MEMBERS :
Mir. PETERSON : That could not be done
id  the worker in the city, “ We
cin ¢ Tou what tho Arbitration Court
wwards as a mininum,” while, on the other

primary production.
Hear, hear!

kand, thoy =uid to the producsr, ¢ This is a
maximum.”  They could not carry on like
that.

ner: Ther did nof want to

rural werker to go to the court.

TERARON . He had voted for the

cor o go to the court. because
ould be in the pesitien which
to indicate had resulted from

deliberations  in  Western
could mot expect the dairy-

union
fia. They

ustry to expand where ther fixed a
minimur: to be peid in the eity and a
masximum on the earning eapacity of the

non the land, Reeentls, a Trades Union
sress had sat m Peorth, and he would
quots from  the * Daily Mail” of Ist



WY [a
Decamber  the following report of that
confevence :
A g con-
od Hm

'4;{ b x\_‘d,

c\sLO‘ tmuc up\)n

ovide o

rade ¥ nd ceaditions to

all labour, mﬁu(uno the labour of a
3 or's mn‘] ; }‘10“(} in producing

the crop. nlus a reasonable profit; (4) for
i e surplus the Commonswealth
I asist in the
possible price in the marizets of
the wwrld; (¢) a roserve of b equal
i one = i requiremonss, in eddition
to thet neces for current cou
tion, ghould be retained in At
cover any continge that 1
a local =hovtage of supplics,

i

ha to
v cause

The con-

co desided  to end  these pro-
wlz to a nosl for butter. ment,
«d other primary products. It v also

agrev<l to approve of the principle of
co-operation as a means of v ‘TUCng’ the
co-t of living. and to request the urions
to ] cr establish a cn-opm‘ati\'e
socioty.”

the T Union Congress in Western

asn ,(n(.wd. at § nt belated hour,
that, it s up  to the
Ul]u]]S ; the Government
in that direction also.

e hoped that, when Mr.
in ealled unon fo determine
the nrice of duce, such as bu and
cheeve, the dalrymen generally would attend
to thoir duty a little better than they
did » ard place facts as they
knew were ap‘mmnt bo:o“n hun, and then
he hoped 2 Fervy would veverss his
;»‘]d

nd trade
somethin

kear!)

Ferry

contly,

deci: sce that the dairymen got a
fair deall
Mr. WALKIN (Conroora) said he was

they were J“ glad to hear the speech of
hen, member for Normanby. and. l(ok~
flf all the circumstances, he could only

o the conclusion that that hon. mem-
‘zm“ as on the Opposition side of the
This Government [ never given
ners any svinpathyv.  The first thing
did was to reduce the price of butter
farmer to 12%. They did not go
into the matter, and take into con-

thew
to the
fairlv
sideration the moug!t and other conditions,

If the Price Fixing Commissioner had fixed
such a price as he did fix when conditions
were normal, he would not have been so far
out, but he had not taken into consideration
the drought and the high cost of living which
had prevailed during the last six or seven
vears. They could come onlv to the one con-
clusion, and that was that the Commissioner
had been e2cting under instructions from the
Premicr, and he would prove it.  Yhon the
dairymen firet made application to the Com-
missioner for an increwse to world’s parity,
as in all the Australian States, he delaved—
wilfully delayved—the auestion.  And when
they anproached tho Premier immediately
after his return from the old conntry, and
prior fe the elestions, he plaved the same
way with them by delaying the matter

The PrevtEr: At that time wvou svere
trying to make it a political issne—on the
eve of the election.

AMr. WALKER: He would point ouf fo
the Premier that there was a dairving hody

ECESMBER

“ppry; 67l

in Brisbene, consisting of delegates

: appointed
all  the dawrying
I

companies of

wud. and  politics were never con-
d at their conferences, Four men were
a1t on the Pro uu would

but fooled ) tor four

and then clc{:nd in an

butter pro-

fvict ek the

sent time ?

crnler was jump-
He would tell
ww the dairymen
After the Premier

rice Fixing Com-
matfer so long that
on the 1?'1’~men

1 £ deratio After

three or four weck neerivg thcy tried

again to rect the Commissioner, end, after
o Cormiviioner to i ]

d three ladies, rep
of Brishune, who kn

] the conditions of dairyi to
interin p+ tho: : At thise pro-
o5 there was never one word said

t the pries being raised to London
paritv.  All the ovidenes was to the con-
trary. ¥t was then two wecks before the
= )Lnd i\" a do(‘: sion, and

in o‘rher
xf ‘o\ud give them
! o methods of
H "]\ouffh. it was up to the
to  roob him out to-morrow,
reducing his salarv by £1, as

matead of

preposed by the hos. member for Jurilia,
TLSTRER is one of the most
C"’h"ﬂft nt meon 111 Y}AL‘ QCL\']( b
The Prexer: Hear, hear!
Tir. WAl R: He was a very service-
able officor to the Government. and all he

Lo was evidently carry-
the Government.
‘men to send

goven years.

could © was ths
ing o structions from
He had alzo asked the dairy

return covering a period of
e further asked them to show their
cxpenses during that term, loss on stock,
ete., and other conditions too numerous to
mention.  The return he asked for was an
impossible one. No dairyman could give
such a return truthfully., The result was,
rery few put them in.

The TrReEAsURER: Tha integrity of the Com-
missioner is above suspicion.

Mr. BeBBINGTON: He is carrying out your
orders.

Mr. WATL.KER:
thing about the Commis
but he w cortainly an
and should never have boea
the ]’)O'IllOXL he now held.
were not ““ plaving the qame
got certain rop]ms from the
tions which he had 'X,w]x(‘(i

He did not know any-
oner’s Intogrity,
imncompetent man,
appointed to
10 Government
at all. e
Troasurer fo
but he would

qle

give to show “'hat the pro-
h*(or& of Gympie district wer by
the action of the Pries Fixing Cc oner.

Owing to the nction of the Co:n mswne“ in
not allowing ﬂm hvorhlcms world’s pamrv
the modw*mb in ’r}‘n Swmpie district in the

9‘

last three months lost £7,724 14s. 8.
The Premier: Tell us the whole story.
Tell us vhat thevy are getting now, as

with previous years,

Mr. Walker.)

compared



Mr. WALKER: He would muke a com-
parison even in that direction. In the
Gympie district, in 1917, the avorage dairy-
man supplying cream 1‘ekauod £827. Out
of that, he had to pay for forage and for
depracmnoa and he had to maintain his
family, In 1918 the average dairy farmer
received £203; and in 1919 the average for
each dairy farmer, so far as the Gympie
factory was concerined, wes £200.

The Preyier: What 1s it now?

Mr. WALKER: The G
made 30 touns of butter last
*ubu:od amonist the
2 little over £500.000

pie  factory
week, and
cettlers of that
which

N

ug to the action of the
pre ont th dair mn Were
depris 1d’s parity for their buttor,
which hat they would lose, as he
had £7.723 14s. 8d. That money
would have ! pt the whole of the unem-
plored in the ;T."npu d ] wrovk.,
The Provizm: Your figures show  that
Gymnpie is pwduulw more wealth from

butter at

present than
from gold.

was ever produced

My, ¢ Ves, that was so. Therve
were now under zrass, and more
peopl in for dairving. There
were *:~tt]“, on the \Jomoma 1011

than were
tion of 113
the distriet w
ment of dairymen,

The Prewm®: That is the
you talk about.

My, WALKER: What would it be if the
dairyman had received that oxtra £7,724
l4s. 8d.7 T.ook what it would § ave meant
to N)*“}d that money in the dix it
the Premicr went up there now, he would
sec povmtv in different parts of the district
owing to the effects of the drought, If
Mr. Ferry had gone up to Gympie, and
asked for the p'utmular figures he wanted
from the butter factory, it would have been
a far Letter method than the one he adopted.

Mr., BrexwNAN: Has he not done that?

Mr. WALKER: No.
had done nothing.

Mr. BRrENKAN:
the figures.

Mr. WALKER : The hon. member did not
know anything about it. If the hon. mem-
ber could prove that Mr. Ferry went up
to the Gympie district to get information, he
{Mr. ‘\\ all;el) would give £“ to the Brisbane
ist tal, provided that the hon. member
w ouH do the zame if he were proved to be
wrong.

Mr.
pital,

L\)Ai when the e
pA we,  That showed that
s growing through the settle-

kind of

The Commissioner

I say he has. I have got

BrenNay @ Make it the Roma TFes-
and I will take you up.

e would make it

The Brra
in Queens
Tl‘ W
frem the
of the &

RY FOR AGRICULTURE : Roma is

"’tOY ate

€ where they
were complai me thir
The SECRFIIARY TOR  ACGRICULTURE:
did they tell you?

T,

[Mr. Walk

Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply.

Mr. WALKER: The Atherton people said
they were in sympathy with the evidence
given by the dairymen before the Price
Fx dng Commissioner, because the same hhlng

vas prevalling up there at the present time.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I have
got all their statements here.
DMy, W \L ﬂiater wis pre-

111(117 'y were good, bu's
into consideration the
prevailing during
In other Stalss

le

FOR

! ACGRICTLIUR YWhat
“heque

paid in your dfstrict
last month

My, WALKFR: He was not supposed to
divy that information. but it averaged
about £200 per dairyman.

The SLCRET:RY FOR AGRICULIURE : Will vou
give £5 to the hospital if it is not more than
that?

IIr. WALEER : There vwas no occasion for

v clams about the matter. (Govt\rnmont
laughter.) He signed a good many cheques,
and it might be a few shillings wore than
the amount he gave. At any rate, he gave
a fair and square answer to the question.
The Aianister would know, as o director of
a cowpany, that he had no right to divuige
any cheques at all, but he could =ay that
the aversge was shout £200 for esch family
for the year. The men who got the biggest
cheques employed a lot of labour and had
to buy in an AROTMOUS  Amou mt of fodder.
Some of them hsd to spend a lot of money
i+ re-stocking their herds.

P
@l

The House resumed,

COMMONWEALTH BANK AGREEMENT

RATIFICATION AND STATE AD-
VANCES BILL.
ASSENT.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of
a message F10m is E\(cellonry the Governor
conveying his assent to this Bill.

SUPPLY.
Resvarerion

AMr. WALXER
the  cheques

hed no beay
wonld

OF COMMITTEE.

(continuing): Although
paid by the Gvnpie factory
on the vote under discussion,
the amounts pzid to the
\nrm Mhurs to satizfr his
> could

TTw R
averared £200 for

RFTARY FOR ACRICU 1 O
h\, cheques for lssb mf‘znth‘?

p:i,irl

WALKER: Covering the periods he
f I“fellef! to, the melawe Would be
&) por famil If the 1ecioney

uvid have

1t

e tndustry to the
consun: }“5 ea d of that, Ferry heard
evidenee from certain people, ecach one of



Supply.

whom spoke for himself, but did not repre-
sent any district or any factory

The SECRETARY ¥OR AGRICULTURE: Why
dide’t your company send down represen-
tatives and put forward good evidence?

Mr. WALKER: They knew full well that
tho Commissioncr was going to carry oung
the instructions of the uovernment l he
bommh ioner delayed and dallicd  and
1 seven werks before he his

That made them think the
nent were not in earnest at all. Eve:

te hour, in spite of the fact that they
8,000 overv thres months,

mde
that

at this lat
were lc

ould me forward and

a chance to
> 34 The Gmel ment should put in
another Price Fixing Commissioner alto-
gether, Tf this man Ferry had been sincero
in regard to his position, eor if he had beon
up to the standard of o nissioner, o
would have iuto consider htlon the poor
pric \\hl( farmer » for
their prod tf If theyr
tou]f pc“x peas, and other
frural thoy wou id sop ihat

*he

were
oty .o»r’-
away.
ig o fair ;;1 in tho old ceuntry
his bltt”l‘, the rernment wanted to cut
him down., One way to settle the question
was to do away with the price fixer and
his staif altocgether. (Hear, hear!) It wvas
ing over £4,000 per year, and they could
save that amount. ILet the producers eom-
pete in the world’s markets and
[4.30 p.m.] get what th could for their
preducts, according to the law of
suppls and demand. By doing that they would
give the dairsmen a square deal. Under the
administration of the present MMinistor for
Agriculture there was no sympathy extended
to the man on the land at all. So far ss

poor

o~

the dairying industry was concerncd, the
Minister for Agriculture had been a sad
disappointment.

The SecreErary FoR AGRICULTTRE: Do you

remember that two or three nights ago you
told me some of the falmers in your district
were making little fortune \Dhorder.)

fon, W. H. BARNFES: A very
breach of etiquette.

Mr. WALKER: The Minister was going
to open a show for him ahd got certain
mff\mmh(\n from him privately, and when
he came into the House——(Uprosar.)

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order!

The Przwzen: Why do you not be honest
and zay it publicly?

Mr. WALKER: His character would bear
nore than the Premier’s, and he had been
longer in the Ilouse. (Renswed uproar) He
had eiven the Committes fxgu‘ s 1n reference
to his district, and the Preinier could send
up an auditor or an inspector and have t‘ﬁo%
figures verified.  What he had said was the
truth and the whole truth.

The PreMiEr: The fact is that you adinit
privately they are doing well.

Mr. WALKER: He had never admitted
to the Premier they were doing well.

The PREMIER:
are doing well,
another attitude.

distinct

Privately you admit they
and publicly you take up
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Mr. WALKER: Did the Premier say that
he had admitted they were doing well?

The PREMIER: Yeos,
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I say
you did.
WALKER: It was not true.

Individual dairymen who were not hit by
tﬂ (h(\lm‘xruand everyone knew on the
cre certain favoured areas—and
no stock, had come out of the
position fairly well; but when they
st an_ avcerage the dairymen were not
doing well.  For the hen mmnbf‘r to come
md m*\xpol re private od out of
suse and put & di & col_*lunhon
ing the gamse,”

“ playing the game.”’

= hole

backing up informa-

say that if a man holds
and is not prepared to
ol

hie is not hot

Did the Premier say he

th‘ I say you held private
opinicons vou aire not game to express

publi
He did not 1% «r the
2, and what he told

3 privately was perfectly true.
There was nothing to hide,
The PrEMIER : Then why
the statement was made?
2Iv. WALNWER . He asked the Minister to
yen The Pomens show and gave him cer-
2 ation with regard to the district

complain because

There

L\f'mc JLTURE ;
the show.

"CRETARY FOR
s nothing to do with ¢

My, WALKER: And he apologised for
the hon. member’s absence when he was
unable to go. Tor the Premier to back up

the Minister in that direction was wrong
altogether.  (Disovder.)
CHAIRMAN: Order! Ovder! These

from both sides of the Com-
mittee nust ceasc. Of late the number of
interjections in Committece has been alto-
gether too many. Ton. members on both
sides will recognise that this disorderly con-
duct must cease and allow the hon. member
to continuc his speech without interruption.

Mr. W .&sj( CR
ter priva he
ov m)“‘\\)e els

interjections

N

Wwhat he fold the MMinis-
prepared to say there
with regard to ind dividual

en. He krew a farmer in his districs,
formnﬂ\‘ a member of that House, who was
i ‘~mul 1b1y well. but he was not
by the Momnt He gave the
Minister soveral insiunces, but to eay that

in the House
and he was
backing up a

he was not prepared to say it
was not ¢ playving Lh‘
surprised at the Premie
remark of that kind.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. LKER: He was p(‘rfcc“dy in order
in 1ew)1vmg when a member said a thing of
that sort. He wus not used to men saying
that kind of thing.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the hon.
member to address himsclf to the subject
befors the Committee.

game,”

"

Mr. Walker.]



Supply. [ASSE

The Chairimman  must

:d to reply.

The hon, member has

iuat now cl
RIR: So long as he had con-
how. mecibers bo was 3

pecfectly  satisfied to  go
Governm were wrong, firstly in
oui that tho dairy farmer vas a puofiteer,

in the Commis-

vl %uxrf " wroig givit
sioner information as to when he should
toke evidence and when mnot, as was done
during the election time.

The Prravizr: Do you say this Govern-
ment gives instructions to the Commissioner ?

Mr., WALKER: All he could say was

that by the papers——
The bell indicated that the hon.
time hud expired.

meintbe

Mr. BRENNAN (Foowoomba): He had
lmtenod with some interest and a certain
amount of alarm to the hon. member for
Cooroora. Ie had been on the Downs many
years, and he was acquainted with the
farmers just as much as those who were
assoziate.l  with the land  directly. The
amount on the Estimates should be passed,

besauso they had in 3 Ferry one of the
most competeny and able men in Queensland
s the nosi 10J1 of Pnce Fixing Commis
hinged the guestion
ds p ’111\'

0n

Duyr n\.
175s.,

. ool controi
the Prico

d the

HOneE

for bu for Lome mapiion at 228«
That wus the man members opposis
sbusing—sho, because he know a
was Ch, gave thom 2805, 8d. when tha

writy
Dir.

BEBMXGTOX : XNonsense !

. BRENNAN: No one roaved for
world’s parity then. In August, 1920, the
lcutl price was vaised to 238s. at the request

the dllﬂ"l~ and the Imperial price then
was £40s. agreement in Augu 1920,
between the Impqrial and Federal Govern-

ments, the price to the Imperial Government
was fived at 4 and the farmers asked
that the local price should be increased to
m is. instead of world’s parity. The other
day, the cheese nianu facturers come to the
Commaissioner with teass in their voi s, and
said: or (;od salke, don’t give us w 011\1
parity . a nal fpenny over ‘t or our
will r’low The hon. member for
linew  that that was so.

CHAIRM/ Ovder! T ask

¥,
A

The N:
member to address the Chair.

the hon.

Ir. BRENNAXN: The hon. momber
Prarton was a cheese manufacturer
supplied his local factory, and in L\urrust of
ﬂns vear, he went to the Commlssmner who
fixed the price at 1s. 24d. per Ib., as agavht
the world’s parity of ls. l‘d.—tho very man
whom they scandalised and abused saved
them from’ closing their factories, according
to their own statements. In the time of the

[Mr. Walker.

{or
and

of the

nnent— drd

bere o
Hmm dves
hter)
for

C(‘lﬂ“

NMBERS: Never ! Wever!

Mypr, BRUNNAN: In 1914, they were
gettine 10d.

Mre. Bespixarox: That 8 cream——you
don’t know the difference between butter
and cream.

ENNAN: They were goetting abont
t.me the price under the wvresont
rnment, and when they were supplying

the National regime, the middle man
as cornering the market in Bdydney, and in
hiclbournc and Brisbane, creating a world’s
ity for himself. Because the (xox ernimnetth

had assisted the farmers by giving them
ail opportunity to export and get a big
price, they came along and wanted the
workers to pay more than it was worth fo
them.  The hon. member for Drayton said
the othev night, that ther should not allow
any mere production, that th should not
ailow men to go on the land to produce

that they should do as the indus-

did, who would net szllow their

o t:) bc floodnd.  They should not

¢ produ he said, because

about the ocuc-fon
counld
two,
would
i Downs
hich,

the {aw

. On the
s 6 fect

"“‘mlu 1@
fri s had been very we
Coverament.  In duly. 1920,
butter was 40325
855 boxes, in Se ntﬂmuu 52,927
in \)Lt\)b"f £8,076 boxes

O\ And what was tho cost
NAN: It was less this year
He was showing that the

tter time now than
» i the history of Quesnsland.
i of October in each véar from
production =t the Roma factory
follows : —1815  ~value £347; 1816,
£704; 1817, £2,130; 1918, £555; 1919, £484;
1920, £4,47

My, Env
My BREN

farmers w
over befo
in the
1915,

WA
oo

ere having a

5

What was the average?

N: He did not care what
the average wa The output had increassd
froqm, £448 to ,;/§472 this year, and vet that

was an industry which had been crippled.

An Oreosimiox MrMBER: Quite true.

M. Ifon. members oppesite
wers  a wynocrites. At the inquiry,
a favmer n n*]t\d Fltl’ﬂ{ll’sh, who had becn
a wminer till he was forty-seven years of
age, sald that it cost 6s. 9d. per lb. to
produce butter, and if he got 5s. per lb, he
would not stop at Then Holst, of Oa,key,
said that in 1917—which was the best year
Queensland had had for some time—it cost
9s. 3d. to producc butter.

Mr. EpwarDs: Do you

ARDS ¢

believe it?



great

f rwenty

bulls a: & him 1s. 8d.
to produc Y, obut he did

know ll("' he arrived at the eatimate.
was the man b had to teach the farmers—
they shouid Iool; into Mr. Pott

Tiow. W. Barxes: Vietimisation! Tl
is )‘our »ulo (Jl over.

Mr. BRENNAN

The great Mr. Plunkett
came down fo Brl bane to sec the Price
Fixing Commissioner, and also Mr. Harris,
secretary of the Farmms Association, bug
neither of those men saw fit to give evidence
on behaif of the farme Mr. Plunkett, in
answer to the housewives, stated that he
had no prasctical witnesses, because it was
the busiesi and most prosperous time the
farmers had ever had during the last ten
years. Then they had anocher farmer, who
said it did not pay him to produce buttor'
that he had started farming in 1912 with a
capital of £250, and to-day his assets were

worth £5,494.  Another farmer said that in
1895 he got 6d. ¢ 1b. fcr his b..vor and
now Le wes getting 2s. 1d 1 L
made Ly own bntter. S

under a ,Mboal Gov ]

the poopls who wore lled to . give

> the avorage
3 per month.
ct sidence

covr W
He couk
to show

i3

any

amnoul

When & v caxme along they hid no
fodr,‘,*r, and could not afferd to by
If thoy did conserve their lucerns

a 1mdﬂoman ceme along and offe

ay. end

1 £3 or

£4 a ton it was worth \,bcn it
was pul in ack, the former was o
buwv malin in order to buv more
land that he v ady to scll his lucerne

and leave hi: cattle unpro cted in a

se

n,  Of coursa, when a dry season
came along he had to buy his lucerne hav
back at ,920 a ‘(on, and ther he put thas
agniﬂn tho enst of production. The farmer
would teil you that he was better off to-day
than ¢ he had bheen.  There was 1o
hv the famao should get world's
nai v buttev, becausc .,he farmer kuew
he was {:(zfting » very geod return at the
present time, The Cov nent were not
responsible for droughts, and all they could
do was to instruct the farmer to comserve
fodder in tines of plenty and not overstock
his farm, and then in a time of drought he
would not 1 his stock.

Mr. CORSER (71157"7mtf): e did not think
the farmers would agree with the state-
ments made by the hon member for Too-
woomba, nor did he think the farmers of
Qucensland had asked that hon. member to
express all opilion so Vlf"" to their interests.
The hon. member sald the farmers were
satisfied ; but if he had had sufficient interest
in the matter to have reviewed the evidence

Cr
B
(%23

Supily.

given before the Priea ¥ ¢ Commissioner
by the far: “he would not

ve made statoment.  Anyone who
read the -ould understand all the
troubin farmers really

that the

» last few years, and
mont benches would
what the country sec-

had

were ondaavouring
to do, hose farmers were so satisfied,
how it that (,rOVQ wment mmnberu were
not uitogether pleased with the actions of
the Government? Thev had an exhibition

that afternoon of a Government member
mm dsing the actions of the Government In
the landlmg of the farmers’ produce. The
hon. member for Normanby spoke about
real Labour Governments in the other States,
indicating that the Goverpmont in Queens-
land was not a real Labour Government in
his opivion. If the hon. member for Nor-
mauby really meant to do some good to the
farmers, he should show his bonid fides by -
voting with the Opposition on the amend-
ment.
The

HoxE SecniTary : Which party de

reu belong to?

Me. CORSER:

To the Country party—
ating the desires and aims
seckion. of the country. The
undertood the droughts that
cone thlour:h, d when
big chegae from r corn-

“T.ook at this man’s

was  probably  the

ey many s of hands
from morni till night and
a duv or f hours a week,

"’")‘ had no Lark holi
The 3 not  butter

ame ratio

wi
s wh vore ¢ssen-
in the wo £ his ferm, he “had to
through the nose for them. The price
all those thines which were required on
farm had been fixed at a fairly high
o. while the price of all those things
];m( Tuced on the farin had been cut down
to such an ex ient remuneras
tion had ot ba p;r vided for the farmers.
The hen member § cowoomba had spoken
ahout the prograss He would
ive thoe real fGgures, not from his own state-
mentx, bu from the report of the Depart-
menr of Agriculture and Stock for 1910-20.

those

A—\c(vmmnn to that repori, in 1917 there were
2000 1h. of ¢ rodueced; in 1918
: n of 6.000 000" 1h.; and

ther 1o (HICUOH of

produced in 1918

v
he quaht;w
’m 5 o'clock p.m,
BWAN {(Brisbanc) took the chair as
Temporary }mxrmnv

CORSER: Where was the macked
(.0\0“\‘)?10 nt that had been spoken of by
thoe hon, member for Toowoomba? They had
something more to regret, and that was
that the wprice-fixing was mnot constituted
in such & wav as to inspire <confidence
nong the primary producers. Previous to
the clection the Minister for Agriculture and
other members of the Government said that
the Cemmonwealth Government were depriv-

Mr. Corser.]

i
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ing lhe farmer of the full price of his pro-
duct.  Those statements. no doubt, were
afterwards forgotten by a number of Go-
vernment supporters, bub there was an eleo-
tion a month or two ago, and the farmers
were then hoodwinked and pushed aside
in conncction with their desire for an
increased price, by being told that if they
brought evidence along it would be weighed,
and the Govcrnmc‘l* would consider wheother
or not it was a {air thing to increase the
price of butter. IMr. Ferry was to handls

the matter, and from the platform the
country candidates wld the farmers that thev
would not get an increase: that the Govern-
ment were only Loedwinking them until the
elections  were over, and that head §

proved to be the ¢ase. Why was x& that ¢
was this want of confidence in the &,omm‘.s
sioner and ihe department? Ti they took
up the “Standard,” of 20th Sepfembor.
during the t of the election, when all
ent d(“)(’lt\'lai‘]nt howld be frec of

party polnlc. they found that the Price
Pixi] :g Commissicner was werking ageinst
erests of the pnmxrv producer. Inthe

ool t d m re was aostate-

mient issued by 3iv. Forer showing how much
his department, established by a Labmw
Government, had saved the i
Queensland.. In that tem

boast that in four mionthe’ o‘pemt ons of
Act he 1 snved the people of GQueensls
in groceries alone a sum of £200.006. .
a matter of f{m. the only foodstufts that had

been reduced in price were the products of
the rnm"u‘v modumu and by his figures
the Commis sioner showed that he had made
a_reduction, in the price of butter alone, of
£91,000 a If thet reds xctmn a
corrcct, then :99‘ 000 h'td been denied to rhe
farmers of Quecnsland by his action in redue-
ing the price of butter since he took the
office of Commissioner. Since that time the
farmers had also heen refused an inerease
equal to ILondon parity, although it was

])1‘0\“'()“(, by a Labour Govern-

[ pom.] ment in New South Wales and
the Government of Victoria. Vet
it was found that on the cve of an election

the Price Fixing Clommissioner had published
gsome evidence to try and show why the con-
sumers of Quoensland should vote for the
Govmmncni Despite that, however, the
najority of the pcople bad voted against the
Govmwncm and, unfortunately, the Govern-
ment was to- day in the hands of thoes
senting only a minovity of the people.
vith regard
Fixing Commissioner by the
v Aasonmtjon of Brivbane. The
nment told the farmers in the Howse
that they were their friends, but through the
Housewives’ Association, who were present
at the inquiry to volce the sentiments of
Labour, y did all they could to hold back
from the farmer the price received in the
other States.  Was i% fair that such san
asscciation should Le allowed to take posses-
sior of an inquiry of such importance as the
one which they had interrupted? If the
Commissioner had bheen of an open mind,
and not influenced by the Housewives’ Asso-
ciation, how could he say the mcxeaae was
not warranted since all the evidence was
that the price was %00 low #o secure ploper
remuneration for the work they had done
and some compensation for the years of
drought? The drought and consequent mis-
fortunes had not been taken into considera-
tion at all,

[Mr. Corser.

Govo(m’r‘onf had been backed up
to the

Price

vl
-

[ASSEMBLY.]
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A statement had been made vegarding the
evidence of Mr., Potts, DPrincipal of the
Agricultural College at Gatton, and an insin-
uation equal to an intended victimisation of
that gentleman was also made, If there
was to be any vietimisation because that man
gava an honest and fair report on the price

of 2 commodity produced at Gatton College,
tho dairzy and would have some-
; 10 say in protection of a man who gave

idence, He would like to quote a
which had been made by the
fov "\m“?("ﬂ‘rmc on the 27th Eiarch
s year, before he thought the farmers
uld be submitiing the matter to the Price
g Uommissioner, and before he thoughs
ew eleetion was coming on, This is what

the Minister said—
¢ The butter producers

nent

intor

had not got all

they were entitled to, compaired with
what  the Iluropean producers  had
2 od.  They were recoiving 150s. to

FARY
iT0s. for their product, whilst Danish
butter sold at 500s., and the Australian
oduct abroad v sold at 50s. to 100s.
i than the price the producers
One reason why the State
exercise control was because 10
'v'*. of the cheese and 26 per cent,
i preduced in Que gnsmnd
r w hilst 99 per coent, of the
[t ard 61 per cent. of the butfer was
& thvm‘u within the State.  That indi-
cxted the Importance of dual control.”

Goversment members said the
v was gotting ough, anu that the
et hirmeelf was :ntx;ned! 2 hoped thas
ne action wor be taken to protect the
interest of the primary producer when it
was threatened that, probably owing to a
large amount of production, a commodity
was going to be placed on the market at
too low a price. The commodity he was
raferving to was malze.  If the Commis-
ounar wanted to exsrcise himself in the
ests of the State to the benefit of the
ary producer, let him fix for the maize
]\mdu""v to-day, not a mavimum, but a
minimam price, equal fo a fair remunera-
tion for the work, and a price which would
nrovide a living wage. Let him collect evi-
oo M pxolovt the plo'h‘(‘w Up to the
vresont he had acted fo the dctnmnnt of the
primary producer. They were not looking
tor a maize pool, bocaum of fhn industrial
("‘"!(]]fl()l]«; :nd machinery which had been
to the wheat pool, which would only
‘1cr ‘to the detriment of the prodhcr\r* and
nset the industrial eonditions on the qums
To-day both sides were satisfied. There-
fore, till they conld get what they wanted,
they  had to look for assistance in  the
fixine of a price. Tt was hoped that for
items such as barbed wire, iron, and timber
her State or not—the price **‘oul'l bhe

controlled, and protection given to the pri-
mary producer. TIe hcpcd the Gm ernment

”nr

to-day

whn

~ould ai‘cn o remarks of members
from ricts. who had been elected
in the interests of those people, and not in
the interests of a section w .)1011 wwas only

aiming to bring about low prices for the
consumers in the city.

Mr. FORDRE (Rockhampion) was very
piﬁaqed to hear from hon. members opposite
that the farmers were doing well at present.
It was very gratifying information to mem-
bers on that side, who were sclicitous for the
welfare of the whole community, and not
of any one section. They did not begrudge
the farmeors all they were getting at present,

5
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hecause they had had particularly bad
times in years gone by. It was with a view
to assisting the man on the land that they
agreed to introduce the Wheat Pool Bill,
which hoep. members opposite endeavoured
to hold up by stonewalling and bringing
forward frivolous objections for hours and
hours in the House.

Mr. Bespxeron: It s
Government a penny.

Mr. FORDK: The hon. member for
Drayton had the reputation of being the
“member for butter,” but he had not added
much to 1t in his speech this afternoon. The
Country party lived on the farmers, just
like the member for Dalby, who farmed the
farmers and farmed the farmers’ representa-
tives. They could not get a farmer to lead
them, so they had to get a lawyer. He had
an cpportunity of travelling through the
sountry, and learning the conditions of the
man on the land. (Opposition laughter.)
Hon. members opposite could laugh, but for
half of his life he had lived in the country,
and since he had been a member of Parlia-
ment he had toured the country districts in
Central Queensland, in company with the
hon. member for Keppel and the hon. mem-
ber for Normanby. That made him
acquainted with the conditions of the man
on the land, and he knew more about them
than many members sitting on the
Oppesition benches.

OrppostrioN MEMBERS : No, no.

Mr., FORDE: The hon. member for Nor-
manby took a very keen interest in the
struggling farmers in the Wowan and Daw-
son Valley districts, and he had done more
for them by visiting Ministers, and calling
at the different departments, and using his
influence in other ways than any member
on the Opposition side had done. (Hear,
hear!} He (Mr. Forde) was also concerned
about the poor people, and the little chil-
dren who had to go without butter. Hon.
members opposite did not care a snap of the
fingers for theso people, who existed in the
country as well as in the cities. While
travelling through the country districts. he
visited some struggling farmers. They
always treated him hospitably, although
many of them could not afford to bave any
butter. He was anxious that everybody in
Queersland should be able to get butter.
The Labour Government in Queensland had
dene more for the man on the land than
any other previous Government had done,
and if hon. members opposite wers sincere
in their advocacy in favour of the man on
the land, they would support what the
Covernment hod done. The hon. member
for Drayton talked a great deal, but did vory
Tittle. 'be h membor  for Cooroora
r Price Fixing Commissioner

Y Ferrg.” It was s pity that
e hon. gentleman could not refer to a man
holding a hizh and honoursble position in a
mere dignified menner. Tt was gonerally
conceded throughont Quoensland that DMy,
Ferry woe ons of the ablest men in the
public serviee to-day.
Mr. Brranetoy : Then, why doesn’t he go
on the evidence, and not by orders?

Mr. F E: The heon. membker for
Cooroora alwo said, “ Do away with the Price
Pixing Commissioner.” One would think
1 zentloman was the representative

not costing the

he hon,
of the profiteers in the community: and no
doubt, his svmpathies were more with the
profiteers than they tvere with the genuine

19202 o
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farmers. The Price Fixing Commissioner
had been responsible {or saving to the pro-
ducers of Queensland something in  the
vicinity of £300,000.

Mr. Beepixgron: Where did he do that?
Mr. FORDE: On those lines in which

profiteering went on in Quecn street, Bris-
banc. The Price Fixing Commissioner was
out to do a fair thing by the whole of the
people of Quecnsland, and t hould assist
him in every way they could.

Jon, members
cpposite would not give the Commissioner
credit for bLeing honest. The proper thing
to do was to examine the cost of production,
and fix a price which would szcure the
preducer a reasonable profit. Hvery deci-
sion that the Commissioner arrived at was
actuated by the highest motives, and with
a desire to do a fair thing by the people

of {uecnsland. Members opposite were

great Dbelievers in Mr. Willlam Morris

Hughes, who, when receiving a farmers’
g B > g

deputation in Sydnoy the other day said,
in regard to the request for world’s parity,
“Tt 1s a glittering bubble which might be
followed too far.” Thev knew that the
Quecensland  Labour Government supplied
arsenic to the farmers at from £10 to £25
per ton, whercas if they were payving the
market price, they would be paying £85 per
ton, They did not want world’s parity there.
Members  opposite  only  wanted world’s
pority on one line, when it suited them.
Then, again, through the action of the Price
Fixing Commissioner the farmers were able
to purchase fertilisers at prices not exceed-
ing %£20, although the price was £45 in the
East. Would the hon. member for Dravton
be in favour of fixing the price of fertilisers
at £45 per ton, or world’s parity, and
thus rob the farmers of £25 per ton? The
Commissioner was inquiring into the matter
at present, Fe would quote the prices of
fertilisers in the different States—

“In comparison with the other States,
the following figures would show that the
meatworks, gas companies, etc., had been
charging the farmers of Queensland
excessive  rates for all  kinds of
fertilisers—

“Bone and blood manure—Brisbane,
£13 10s.; Svdney, £9 1ls.; Melbourne,
£7 10s.

¢ Orchard manure—Brisbane, £13 10s.;
Sydney, £10 13s. 10d.

“ Superphosphate—Briskane, £8;
Svdney, £5 13s. 6d.; Melbourne, £5 10s.

“ Sulphate of  ammonia—Brishane,
£27; Svdney, £20; Malbourne, £20.

“ Muriate of potash—DBrishane, £36;
Srdney, £28 18s.; Melbourne, £24 10s.

“Immediate action was being taken
to reduee the price of fortilisers.”

The Price ¥
ing with the .
sapply of =
ton. Previcu

oner was !‘1‘?"31’!5’-
companies for a
» of ammenia for £20 per
. the pries £25 per ton,

so the farmers would he sa £5 per ton.
Tr showod that the Commissioner was

acting in the intorests of the people. If he
wanted to fix world’s parity, it would not be
heneficial to the producer in that particular
line, Then, the cheese moanufactur enid
that if they ked to accept London pr
their local sales. it would close their

tories up a other.  The cheese industry
was a very impertant industry. The hon.
member for Drayten knew something about
cheese.  Not long ago the price of butter
was 228s. per cwt., and the export price was

Mr. Forde.]
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175s.
242s.

238s.,
price.

The export price was increased to
and the local price was increased to
which was equivalent to the export
e pointed out that in 1914, the last
year of the Denham Government, the far-
mers were only getfing 10d, per b, for their
butter, while to-day, under a Labour Govern-
ment, the farmers were getting 2s. 4d. per
1b. for their butter. A farmer told him that
in “the good old days”’—in 1895—he used
to get 64d. per Ib. for his butter. Yet,
to-day, the farmers were getting 2s. 4d. per
Ib.!  There had been a general uplift all
round, because of the advent of the great
Labour movement. To hear hon. members
opposite speak, one would have thought that
the Government did nothing for the man on
the land, yet they knew that the Government
distributed 87,700 bushels of seed wheat to
the farmers at Ts. per bushel, when the
provailing price was 7s. 4d. per bushel.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
I would remind the hon. gentleman that we
are not discussing seed wheat at present.

Mr. FORDE: He was just pointing out
what the Government had done for the man
on the land, who got cheap seed wheat, also
a reduction in his fodder, and rebates on his
travelling stock. Did not the Government
remove the railway guarantee, and save
the farmers £250,000? They knew that the
Profiteering Act was axsented to on the
11th March, 1920, and on the 29th March
the wholesale price of sugar in the refineries
was increased by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to £49 per ton. The retail price was
increased from 3%d. to 6d. per 1b., and many
retailers and wholesale merchants increased
the price of sugar they had in stock. On the
27th March the first proclamation under the
Profitecering Prevention Act was issued, and
it prohibited an increased price being
charged for sugar that was not in the
refineries at that time. It also prohibited
an increase in the price of jam. condensed
milk. and confectionery. That meant a great
saving te thousands of people throughout
Quecnsland, not only to the people in the
city areas, but to the people in the country
districts as well.

At thirtr minutes past 5 o’clock pim.,

The CHAIRMAN rcsumed the chair.

Mr. FORDE (continuing): It was esti-
mated that the saving through the action
of the Price Fixing Commissioner was,
approximately, £20.000 on sugar. £50,000 on
jam and condensed milk, and £10.000 on con-
fectionery. Tt was caleulated that the sav-
ings on grocerv lines alone amounted to
£20,000 a month, and vet the hon. member
for Cooroora had the effrontery to tell them
that thke Commissioner should be dismissed,
or they should do away with the fixation
of prices altogether.

Mr. WaLker: Pass him out.

Mr., FORDE: Probably the hon. member
would, and allow the profiteers of Brisbane
and Queensland to go in for their old, sweet
way of filching from the people the exorbi-
tant prices they were allowed to get under
the sympathetic Commonwealth Nationalist
party, because thev helped the Nationalist
party funds. Owing to the work of that
same Commissioner, they had saved fo the
people, approximately, £8,000 a month on
draperies, nnd after about four months’
operation of the Act the total estimated
saving to the community was about £200,000.
To-day it must be about £300,000, and after
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ten months it would mean that £500,000 would
b2 in the pockets of the prople of Queens-
land, instead of in the pockets of the pro-
fitcering  interests \v’ni(’,h were  represented
by tlie hon. member for Bulimba © “and other
niembers oppuaito They, on that side, stood
for giving the farmer a fair and reascnable
price in every possible wax, just as they had
in times of drought given him fodder and
geed wheat.  (Opposition laughter.) To
mcmbu% cid not like to hear such thmgs
They did not iike to hear that the previous

Government made the farmers guarantee
railways against loss, end that the present
Government wiped that system oui and

saved to the farmers £250,000.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. FORDE: As a result of the work of
the Price Fixing Commissioner, the pur-
chasing power of the sovercign was greater in
Queensland then in any other State In Aus-
tralia. Between Januwary and June of this
vear the cost of living in the principal cities
had increazed per unit of £1 as follows:—

s. d.

“ Adelaide
Perth
Melbourne
Svdney
Hobart
Brisbane ...

The Government did not stand for any
small secticn of the people, but for giving
a fair deal to the men in the cities and to
the men on the land—for treating the whole
community in a fair and equitable manner—
and, he felt sure, the people outside the
House, who were the pcople who really
counted, and for whom they should cater,
would never forget the action of the Govern-
ment in introducing the price-fixation legis-
lation, and so saving the people in a fow
months £300,000. The farmers of Queens-
land, fair-minded as the great majority of
them were, would think more of the repre-
sentatives of the Government, because they
believed that the Government stood, not oniy
in the interests of the pcople in the cities, not
for the interests of any scction, but for the
interests of the whole of the poonle and that
was why they confidently looked forward

N N G N P S O
[
N OPRG;S

s

to tle support ‘end endorsement wof ithe
majonty of the fair-minded farmers of
Queensiand.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr., W. COOPER (Rosewood): He had

Imstenad with amusement to some of the state-
ments that had been made, particularly by
those who represented  farmers.  He hap-
pened to stand in a unique position, because
he was the only man on that side represent-
ing a idlmlng constituency in  Southern
Queensland. after the great stampede that
had been made by the men on the other
side.

Mr., ForDE: By misrepresentation.

Mr. W. COOPER: By nothing less than
misvepresentation. He was not going to say
anything with regard to the new members,
but he felt sure that it was only under pres-
sure that members who previously represented

farming constituencies in the House had
ioined what was known as the Primary
Producers’” Union. They saw the writing on

the wall, but had not the courage of their
convictions, or they would have stayed with
the Nationalist party they had always stood
for. The member for Burnett and the
member for Cooroora——

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
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Mr. W. COOPER : And many others had
taken up that attitude with respect to their
fricnds the Nationalists. To give the
primary producer justice, he felt that they,
as a Government, should withdraw anything
in the shape of price-fixing of cheese and
other primary products of Queensiand.

OrpostiTioN MeMBERY: Come over here.

Mr. W. COOPER : He was not golng over
theve, because he was gquite capable of hold-
ing his own on the Government side. He
stood for a principle, and was prepared to
assist his colleagues in cndeavouring, at
all events, to withdraw anything that might
be detrimental to the primary producer, so
far as price fixing was concerned. (Hear,
hear!) The fact remained, however, that
members opposite were hypocritically put-
ting up a stunt for political purposes, having
in view their return at the next clection—
because he was quite satisfied that if they
took up any other attitude they would not
be returned. e believed they had to take
into consideration the whole of the people
of Queensland.  Farmers in his electorate
had told him they were quite satisfied with
the price they were getting at the present
time, but they believed they had a right
to get as much as it was possible for them
to get, that whilst they were being treated
very fairly by the Covernment, and with
respect to price fixing, they had a right, if
one State could get London parity for the
products they produced, to export those pro-
ducts from the State which they were in.
He agreed, becausc he was quite satisfied
that if the people of New South Wales and
Victoria were prepared to pay London
parity for the products of the primary pro-
ducer, then so should the people of Queens-
land, but there was one thing they had
forgotten in making charges against the
Government—that it was not only price
fixing that particularly concerned them. In
his district, the dairying industry would have
gone down, no doubt, but that the Govern-
ment took up the matter of finding water
for them, and he wanted to thank the Minis-
tor for endeavouring, at all events, to relieve
the farmers from the distress in which they
had found themselves during the dry season.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : What did they do?

Mr. W. COOPER: They made a request
to the Lands Department for the services of
a water diviner, and the only charge they
made was 10s., whereas, he understood that
rumour said that the hon. member for Dray-
ton had reccived as much as £75 for onec
site fixed by him as a diviner.

Mr WALKER: He came into my electorate,
and found sites on twe farms and charged
nothing.

Mr. W. COOPER: He was a friend of
the hon. member. The price of 55 per cent.
of Queensland butter had been fixed at 238s.
per 100 1b., whilst for the remaining 45 per
cent., for export they could receive 274s.
They had to consider whether they would
be doing their duty to the people of the
whole of Quensland if they committed the
whole of their butter to be exported. The
duty of any Government was to protect its
own people so far as possible, having regard
to the industries concerned. The primary
producers had not got a fair deal from past
Governments. When they were under the
control of the Commonwealth Government
Mr. Hughes fixed the price much lower than
the rate fixed by the present Queensland
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Covernment, and members opposite never
made any profest, but the moment the State
Government stepped in—a party which had
always been their political opponents—they
made a great outery. They had to consider
the whole of the pcople.

Mr. MorGax: Do you think a fair price
bas been fixed?

Mr. W, COOPER: ¥e did not think s
fair price had been fixed. The primary
producer, during the past five years, had
not had a fair deal, not only from the
Federal Government, but also from the State
Government. He was at the Rockhampton
Labour Conference in 1916, and he had
opposed price-fixing under any consideration
so far as dairying was concerned; but at
the same time it had to be remembered
that the Commissioner had also fixed the
price of other commoditics which the farmers
used. The farmer would have been infi-
nitely worse off if the Price Fixing Com-
missioner had mnot been appointed at all.
The responsibility for the evidence given
before the Price Fixing Commissioner, so
far as the dairying industry was concerned,
rested with members of the Opposition,
because they took good care not to get men
who were in a prosperous condition to give
evidence. A man engaged in the dairying
industry, who was the largest landholder
with the exception of two in the Rosewood
electorate, had told him that he was quite
satisfied with what the Government had
done, and he pointed out that the howl
that come from the other side of the Cham-
ber in regard to better conditions for the
dairyman was the result of a selfish motive
on their part. He said, while those men
endeavoured to get men to go to the front,
they were prepared to accept the maximum
price they could possibly get for their butter
and thus bring about deplorable conditions
for the wives and children of the men who
went to the front. Again, many of the
butter factories donated tons of butter, or
the price of the butter, to patriotic pur-
poses. Did they consider those men when
they were giving away, without authority,
something that belonged to the farmers who
produced the butter? While those men did
that, they had the audacity to come to the
Chamber and pose asg the friends of the
primary producers. When they got outside,
members  opposits sakd the farmers were
doing really well, but for political reasons
they would not say so in the House. He
was prepared to say that the farmer had a
right to the full reward of his industry, the
same as any other man; but at the same
time he (Mr. Cooper) was not hypocrite
enough to come to the House and camouflage
the 1ssuc before the Chamber.

Mr. WARREN (Mwrrumbae): The question
of the fixation of prices was a very vital
one to the dairymen. He did net for a
moment think that the fixing of prices was
going to solve the problem of the high cost
of living, and the dairymen felt at the
present juncture, owing to the terrible suf-
ferings they had endured, that it was &
stab 1in the back. Members on the Govern-
ment side boasted that they were the friends
of the farmers. If. that was so, he said
again, “CGod save the farmers from their
friends!” A good deal had been said in
regard to the conditions on the dairy farms,
and he would like the Price Fixing Com-
missioner to go out into the country and see
the conditions under which the butter was

Mr. Warren.
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produced. He did not altogether blame the
Price Fixing Commissioner for what had
been done, but he would not like to be in
that gentleman’s shoes for anything, because
the most honest people in Quecensland looked
on him as something worie than a man.
They believed him to be a tcol of the party.
It was not right for hon. members to get
up and try to “down” a man, as the whole
principle was wrong. In the very best of
times a big percentage of the farmers did
not make more than wages, yet hon. mem-
bers on the Government side had treated
the farmers as if they were snakes. Hom.
members opposite had accused the farmers
of all sorts of things.

The SECRETARY TOR AGRICULTURE :
not true.

Mr. WARREN: It was perfectly truc,
and the Secretary for Agriculture was no
better than anybody else. The fact was
that dairying was uo ordinary occupation,
and when it was remembered that the dairy
farmer had to undergo great trials and diffi-
culties, it was up to the Government to
treat those people generously. He (Mr.
Warren) had a farm himself, but it was not
o profitable concern. He was keeping the
farm. Unless a man was on a very fair
piece of land, he could not make a profit
even now. The hon. member for Cooroora
mentioned a late member of Parliament who
was doing well. He was in one of the most
favoured spots on the North Coast, and he
had made the thing pay. He knew of other
farmers who had made their farms pay right
throughout the drought, but they were the
exception rather than the rule, and if the
Government were going to fix the price of
butter, they would have to fix a price that
would enable a man on the worst land to
make a living. It was recognised that the
present scason was a regular harvest for
the dairymen; but if they took the average
returns they would find that the farmers
did not carn as much as men working on
the roads in Brisbane to-day. It was the
duty of the Government to assist the farmer.
They did not want to be spoonfed. They
had never asked for such a thing, but they
did ask to be treated as well as the farmer
in. New South Wales. The world’s parity
might be against them in a few months, and
if it was, they could not blame the Govern-
ment.  With the exception of the Amazon
brigade that Mr, Ferry had to assist him in
coming to a decizsion, the workers were fair
in the matter, and were willing to ses that
the farmer got a fair return. That was the
only t i was going to genuinely
benefit the State. They were not asking for
the Treasnry, but thevy did want to make
the dairring induvstry @ permanent one, and
of it going back 9.000 suppliers at
tire, it ought to be gaining ground, as

land was in a better pocition than
trv in the world to produce butter.
of stock during the last drought,
the Blackall Pange, was something
One man lost seventy head in
Hon. members opposite grinned.
not the ordinary feelings of

That is
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[Sitting sespendad from 6 pow. to 7 j}.m.]

Mr. WARREN (continuing): At the tra
adjournment they were trving to show that
the Government =nd the Price Fiving Com-
missioner were not the friends of the farmer.
The Premirr had interjected, “Was not the
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price of butter higher than ever before in
Queensland.”  But simply because, under
exceptional circumstances, they were getting
more {or their butter, was it any argument
that they should be absolutely vobbed of
shat was their just due. The only man who
was banefiting was the man who was doing
the whole of his own work, but how many
men were there doing the work themselves
and paying no wages. If the industry were
run in a onc-horse manner of that deserip-
tion it would fail. Tt was ounly by the enter-
prise and ““ go” of the big, strong men that
the industry was kept going. Co-operation
hed put the industry in its present prosper-
ous condition. The hon. member for Rose-
wood had talked about butter being 6d. a
1b. at one time. It had been 4id. per lb.,
and if they were depending on proprietary
concerns to-day it would be much below what
it was at present. They were not depending
on proprietary concerns because they had in
the dairying industry big, strong men who
were fighting for co-operation and befter
distribution, which was going to benefit the
worker. The subject must be faced as a
very difficult problem which was only going
to be solved for the benefit of both the
grower and the consumer by co-operation
and co-operative distribution, not hy price
fixing. He would like to ask the Premier
if when the world’s parity went down the
Government were going to allow the price
of butter to remain as it was? The Premier
was only catering for the class who put him
there. He would like to know was ib the
intention of the Government to allow that
tribunal, instituted for political purposes,
to become permanent. e thought it was a
fair question. Butter was a most difficuls
thing to produce, and when a drought
oceurred the effeets of it were felt long after
the drought had passed away. The dairy
farmer as an individual was a man deserv-
ing of tho greatest assistatice. They were
not asking for help; they were simply ask-
ing to be left alone; and, if the world’s
parity did go down, they would not cry
about it, but would simply fight on and do
their bast to produce sufficient butter to
make the industry a paying proposition. If
the Government were sincere—which they
were not—there were many ways of helping
the producer, but hon. members on the other
side did not want to help him. They posed
as the friend of the man on the land. His
v was rcturned with a majority iof
ors because the people were disgusted
ith members on the other side of the House.
» sicl: of their tactics and robbery,
ved it by returning so many farmers’
candidates and also by recording a majority
of &0 many thousard votes in favour of the
Opposition,

The CHATRMAN: QOrder!

Mr. WARREN: He wos proving that the
ntl who declared during this debate
hat thev wore the fr the farmers
were not their friends. To prove it eon-
clusively  there were only two  members
representing primary proeduccrs on the other
aida, and bhoth of those hon. gentlemen were
with his side to-night heart and soul, and if
they had one epark of honour in them they
would vote to put down 2 system which was
not going to benefit the working man.

Mr. WEIR (Maryborough): He would fail
in his duty if he did not spcak a word o
two in favour of the farmers in his elec-
torate—that was, those farmers who farmed
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in Kent street, Maryborough. He was not
one of those who cried about the price the
peblic had to pay for butter. If the farmer

was entitled to inore he should get more. He
had uo Im mers’ yepresentatives in his elee-
torate, and if he were sclfish he would argzue
in fa\'o 1 of a minimura price for the man
but members on his side stood for
bigzer. 'They stood as the repre-
of one class, namely the Xor“u who

thoy did not care w

¥
s oor mnbo\ly ols\ The Jc g !
satd t a man was o'mt od to “cne *Ull p10~
du'-t of hiv labonr and said to t
[9) r;m Amlfmt on Co\m and

Buf hﬂv Lad fm
prised at the hon, member for
who usually took a «decent view of all
matters, allowing himself to be contaminated
by the views of some pecple opuoavte to the
extent of getting up and criticising Mr.
Ferry because he happened to be the price
ﬁx(r‘ Al he could say was that the
responsibility was on the heads of members
opposite, and not on his side. He had
argued some time ago with & Mr. Todd, a
friend of members opposite and a very
estimable gentleman, that if they knew their

u dl a]]y.

case and their case was justifiable—he did
not know whether it was or not, he was not
bothering his head about that

Oppositroy  Meypers: Oh! that is the
trouble.

‘Mr. WEIR: Well, he did not know

whether it cost 1s. 7d. or 2s. 7d. to produce
a pound of butter, neither did anyone else on
the floor of the House. The place to settle
that argument was the Arbitration Court.
As industrialiste, they could not get a penny
an hour increase unless they proved to the
judge they were entitled to it. What right,
then, had those people to take anything
more out of the pockets unless they could
prove their case? Members opposite went to
the Arbitration Court and failed, and now
they were squealing ahout it. Why did they
not take their medicine like men? Mem-
bers opposite could not make out a proper
case on behalf of the dairymen, and that
was the trouble. They could not discrimi-
nate hetween 1s. T7d. and 6s. when they
were trying to arrive ab the cost of pro.
ducing a 1b. of butter. Some of them said
that it cost 6s. 8d. to produce a lb. of butter.
They only had to listen to the diversity of
opinion amongst hon. memhers opposite, to
see how difficult it was for the Price Fixing
Commissicner to arrive at the cost of pro-
ducing a pound of bhutter on the evidence
submitted. If the dairyman was entitled to
more for producing his butter, he should get
it. The dairyman was entitled to the full
value of his commodity, but if he put his
case in wrong hands, wnd a bad case was
made ont for him at the court, then it was
no uge blaming the Commissioner. The pro-
per thing to do for members opposite was
to o to the Arbitration Court, just the same

as he (Mr. Weir) or any other unionist had
to go when advocating better conditions
for industrialists. The same machinery

cxisted for both sides.
. BeBBINGTON : We had an unsympathetic

Mr, WHEIR: What was the use of trying
to arguc with a man like the hon. member
for Drayton. who put him in mind of a
sewer rat. If they were going to allow the
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Price Fixing Commissioner to do his duty,
they must let him hear the evidence and
give his decision, but if they were going to
1'0\\ him o over the

be skull- dragged all
men like hon. membors epposite,
sions would not be of any cffect
. members opposite mentioned
a man named Potts. Ile (Mr.

placs b"
then his

at all, 5
name of

did know Nr, Pott: at he

s interested in were nd

> sugges ted rhdf cits

\h’h‘]‘\ ed. Ny tion of

came not flf‘ﬂl thiv sids but

) )cmt on f‘r\ who certs ug-
Aetimisation of Mr., Ferry, the Price
Cormmissicner Tt hon, :mmbcr
ssrbe who was strarff hifooward and honour-
statement was the hon. member

for Cooreova, who said fra enlly from hi
it the House that if he had his way
would abolish price-fixing once and for all,
(Hear, hear!) The hon, member for Port
Curtis said, “Hear, hear!” It was just as
well to know wk hon. members opposite
stood on this question, so that the peeple
living in the cities could see who were in
favour of price-fixing and who were not.
The Labour party believed in price-fixing.
They believed in the price of labour being
fixed, and also the price of commodities
being fixed. They were precisely the same
Te noticed that a body called the
Housewives”  Association had put in an
appearance at the court when the evidence
was being taken. The women were there in
the intercsts of their chil dren, as they had a
perfect right to be. Hon. members opposite
(‘b_,octecl to the women heing there, because
the women beat them. The women were there:
to see that hon. members opposite and their

o
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thing.

following did not take 1: more out of the
pockets of the people than ‘they were entitled
to. The hen. member for DBurnctt taxed

the Government with b#ing responsible for
the pressnce of the women at the court.
That was a contemptible lie, because the
Covernment were not in ane degrec respon-

sible for the attendance of those »women.
The women were there in the interests of
their children, Tt was quite right that

they should sece that the dairymen got the
price they were entitled to, and no more.
They knew how for years they had to fight
men like the hon. member for Port Curtis,
and men of that ilk, tryving to get an extra
rate for the industrialists. Just in the same
way the women had a right to be present
at court when the case was argued about
what it cost to nrodu"e a ‘pmmd of butter
from ¢ Polly,” “ Roany.’ ¢ Strawberry.”’
Members opposlte talked about being against
direct action, but now thev were advocating
it as against a decision by arbitration. If
members opposite believed in direct action,
well, let fhcm go ahecad. If they wanted
to make trouble in the country, let them
preach the doctrine of direct action. If they
wanted to commit suicide, let them do away
with price-fixing. It is a good thing for
the people in the cities to know that mem-
hers opposite did not believe in price-fixing.
Hon. members opnosite went to the Commis-
sioner, and now they were not satisfied with
his decision. The trouble was that they did
not make out a geod case, and the reflection
was on themseclves, No court could give an
inerease in the price of any commodity
vnless there was evidence to justifs i, I
Ferrv soid that on the ovidence he muld'
not see that it cost more than 1ls 7d. per 1b.
to produce butter, although some members

e, Werr.]
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oppesite went as high as 6s. 9d. in their
clai ». Fancy putting up a case like that!
It showed a want of intelligence on the part
of those who represented the dairymen. He
quite admitted that the dairymen were
entitled to some consideration. The women
and children in dairsing districts were
entitled to some consideration, as well as
the women and children in the cities. Put
the case was taken to the court at the wrong
time, Hverybody knew that the dairying
districts had been going through a very
bad time, but as soon as the good seasons
came, and good prices were being received,
an application was made to the court to fix
the price of butter still higher. They based
their claim for an increase on the fget that
w drought existed six months ago. What
the dairymen and their representatives
should have done was to have fought the
matter right through the drought. Did they
do it? No. Their friend Mr. Hughes
would not let them do it, and, like litte
dogs, they got behind when Mr. Hughes
told them to get behind, and they ran under
the house when he told them to run under
the house. He would like to know if the
members from sugar districts would use the
same arguments in connection with sugar
as they used that night. The trouble was
that the case for the dairymen was in bad
hands, and on the evidence the Price Fixing
Commissioner allowed a margin of 334 per
cent. on the cost of producing the butter.
The references made to Mr. TFerry that day
were due to the fact that his decision did
not suit hon. members opposite.

. Mr. Warker: He is carrying out the
instructions of the Government.

Mr. WEIR: He could quite imagine the
hon. member for (looroora getting down to
that Tevel when he said that Mr, Ferry took
his instructions from the Governmeni, He
{Mr. Weir) defied any member to prove that
anyone on the Government side of the
House, whether in the Cabinet or not, had
anything to do with directing Mr. Forrr in
his business. They knew quite well that the
timber merchants threatened Mr. Ferry the
cther dav, and told him thevy would go and
see the Premier, and he told them to go to
blazes. That showed that Mr. Ferry did
not receive any instructions.

Mr. Braxn: Why was he appointed over
the heads of others?

Mr. WEIR: The Cabinet, in their wis-
dom, knew that Mr. Ferry had a certain
amount of inteiligence. Members opposite
believed in the old custom of seniority.
They heard a lot about London parity that
day, but he did not hear such a squeal for
London parity when they were talking about
the price of wheat the other day. They did
not say anything about London parity when
they were offered 8s. a bushel for their
wheat. They were not asking for London
parity for their cheesa either. He (Mr. Weir)
did not believe in London pariiv, and the
Labour party did not believe in London
parity. What did he care what Germany
or Britain or Denmark or any cther country
got for its products? As an Australian citi-
zen, he considered that the people engaged
in Australian industries were entitled to the
full cost of production on Australisn con-
ditions, and he hoped that all the talk
ahout TLondon parity would be chased well
ouf of existence by Australian sentiment. The
whole weakness of the case for the dairymen
was that it was in the wrong hands in those

[Mr. Weir.
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who took it to the court, and their advocacy
ended in a beautiful failure. The trouble
was that wmembers opposite did not under-
stand ordinary logic. Ther allowed a mob
of housewives to go to the court and beat
them, and now they are squealing. (Laugh-
ter). When they had members who could not
put up a better case, and who could not tell
them how much it cost to produce a pound
of butter from ‘ Blossom” or * Roany,”
or ““ Strawberry,” the best thing the dairy-
men and men on the land could say was,
“God protect us from the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Union.”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
(Hon. W. N. Gillics, Kackam): He rose to
reply to some of the statements made by
hon. members opposite. He gave way to
no man in his sympathy for the bona fide
farmer. (Fear, hear!) There was no need
to emphasise that, because the Government

had shown by their actions that

[7.30 p.m.] they were prepared to do, and

had done, something for the bond
fide farmers. He did not question the boni
fides of some farmers’ representatives on
the other side, but the so-called Farmers’
party was an impossible party, because a
party of sufficient strength could not
possibly be returned by the farmers of
Queensland, for out of the whole popula-
tion there were roughly 45,500 farmers,
including wheat growers, dairy farmers, and
sugar growers, and the rest, or about 10 per
cent. of the voting strength of Queensland.
That meant that the farmers of Queensland
should return to the Houso about ten out
of seventy-two, assuming that all the farmers
voted for that party. That could not be
accepted, for the reason also that he himself
represented one of the most important farm-
ing constituencies in the State, and 500
persons more voted for him on the last
occasion than on the previous occasion, and
the bulk of them were farmers. It did not
matter what the Farmers’ party promised,
the fact remained that without some forin
of coalition with the Labour party or the
Tory party, they could never get a majority.
He had no doubt that the hon. member for
Cooroora, being a dairy farmer—a share
farmer—would be quite agreecable to the
people of Queensland paying 10s. or £1 per
1b. for their butter, if he could get it; but this
was impossible, first of all, because no Govern-
ment would have the power to enforee it,
and, secondly, because the consumers could
never pay that price.

Hon. members had condemned price fixing
in a very cowardly way. They would accept
all the benefits which they and their sup-
porters had received through it. The first
notification by the Commissioner resulted in a
saving of £80,000—£36,000 on groceries,
£4,000 on meat and bread, £4,000 on con-
densed milk, £6,000 on drapery and boots,
and £2,500 on fertilisers. Did hon. members
object to Mr. Ferry’s reducing the price of
fertilisers and other things farmers had to
buy? So far as he had been able to follow
the debate, only one member on the other side
had declared definitely against price fixing.
There was some consistency about that, Per-
sonally, he had very little faith in it as
a permanent effective measure in -~educing
prices, because it was economically unsounid,
but during the war and the aftermath of
the war, Governments had been justified in
resorting to it to prevent profiteering.

Mr. WALKER: Are the dairymen profiteers?
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
Were the public servants or the W orkers profi-
teers? He did not say the farmers were
getting too much for their butter, but the fact
was that the price of butter was three times
the price of pre-war days. Since the present
Government have been 1n power, it had been
inereased by 180 per cont. Lvery posslble
opportunity, cven to the extent of trans-
gressing the Standing Orders, had been
seized bv hon, o bers opposite to condemn
and criticize, and blackguard the Commis-
sioner. Even while the question of butter
was sub judicc mewmbers on the other side

criticised the manner in which the inquiry
was carried out,
Mr. WaLker: It took him seven weeks

to come to a decision.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
If he had come to a decision in seven minutes
or seven hours that hon. member would have
conderrned him for rushing his decision.
It wus to his credit that the Commissioner
sent out letters all over Queensland, and
endeavoured to collect information concern-
ing the whole State—and let hon. members
bear in mind, that Wide Bay, or Coorocora
was not Quetnsland because he represented
a more important agricultural district a
thouﬁ and miles away from Brisbanc.

. Warkegr: Information which he could
have got from the factories in ten minutes.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:

He found that a circular was sent to the hon.

members’ factory, but they did not avail
themselves of the opportunity of replying.
(Govcuxment Jaughter.) They endeavoured

to get those fmmels who were hit worst by
the drought, and were in the worst economic
position to make a success of dairying to
place their case before the Commissioner. In
his own district, farmers were doing very
well—they did not ery * stinking fish.”
He was not saying they were getting
too much, nor did he say they should not
cet London parity, but that was not the
question  before the Commissioner.  The
dairy farmers asked him to give them an
oppoltunltv of showing that they were not
receiving the cost of production, and the
Cownrissioner said they had not made out a
case. Ie held that even the statemonts of
members opposite had indicated that in
their opinion the farmers were now getting a
fair price. What they said was that the
Commissioner should have taken into con-
sideration the inadequate payments to the
farmers in bad old Tory days, and allow
the farmers to get a higher price to make
that loss good The dain farmers went
before the Commissioner at a time when the
price of buttox was  the ‘nghost in the

history of Quecnsland, and the season was
probably one of the best. There may come

a time when London parity will not be a
paying price.

Hon., W, H, Basxes: Was not the chief
plank of your party that vou woent into
power fo reduce the price of food?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member who interjected belonged
to a party whose organ—the Brishane
“ Courier "—came out on the day before the
election, in order that it might reach city
consumers whom he represented—of course
he had no time for sympathy with farmers
—but not the farmers on the Downs, with a
cartoon—and it was said a cartoon spoko
louder than words just as a moving picture
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had a greater effect on some minds than a
lecture——showing the size of a piece of butter
that could be bought at that time under
Lahour Government as being about one third
the size that of the picce that could be
bought for the same price in the days of
Toryism, and the respcctive sizes of a loaf
of bread and a quantity of jam. The only
inference that could be drawn from that
wes that the farmers were getting too much
for their butter, wheat, or fruit, or that
wages were too low. (Hear, hear!) Which
did the hon. member say was the casc? e
could exhibit the cartoon to the House. He
was sorry he could not get it into “ Han-
sard,” s¢ that the farmers could see it. Tha
loaf o‘" bread in 1915 was about four times the
size of the loaf of bread in 1920, the pat of
butter was just about five times the size, and
the tin of jam just about the = fame. Tbcrc was

the houscwife with the grocer’ s bill in her
hand, and underneath the * Com]m wrote,
¢ She sees through the bluft now.” (Govern-

It was well known that the
a1hno Downs would not

il after the clection
day, and would not be affected, and the
cartoon was circulated in order to make
the people of Brisbane believe that the
Labour party werc giving the farmer too
much and were robbing the ecity worker.
The Labour party were out to do a fair
thing by the farmer, who deserved the full
results of his labour and who for the first
time in the history of Queensland was getting
a fair deal. Now, how did the ¥ederal
Government trcat them? e endorsed the
statement made by Mr. Beale, Mr. Lasseter,
and Mr. Catts, M.H.R., that through the win-
the-war Goveriment the Australian nroducers
had been deliberately slaughtered on the altar
of Imperialism by Mr. Hughes in the interests
of the Imrperial Government and the people
of Great Britain to the extent of more than
sufficient to pay the war debt of Australia.
Te had figures to show that the butter
producer was underpaid for four years
whilst the Federal (Government controlled
the price, which in those days was not
comparable with the price now raid by
the Labour Government in Queensland, and
vet there was not one word of protest by
the Farmers’ party on the other side. But
immediately the Labour party had control
they demanded that the people of Queensland
make good all those losses.

Mr. BesBiNGgTON : I say you are deliberately
misleading this House.

The CHAIRMAXN : Order! I ask
member for Drayton to withdraw
remark.

Mr. BEBRINGTON: Out of considera-
tion for you, Mr. Smith, I withdraw. but
it is a fact all the same. {(Laughter and
upron )

The CHAIRMAN: The statement that
any member is deliberately misleading the
Touse is unparliamentary and the hon.
membor must withdraw,

M. BEBBINGTON :

Cmis e ading.”

The CHAIRMAN . The hon. member must
withdraw unreservedly.

Mr. BEBBINCTON: I withdraw ¢delib-
erately misleading ”” but the farmers sold
their own butter and the Minister knows
it. (Fear, hear!)

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTURE :
He world be very glad to get into “Hansard”?

Hon. W.N. Qilltes.

ment laughter.)
farmers on the
read the ¢ Courier’

the hon.
that

I certainly withdraw
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a table giving official information, compiled
S & »

by the dairy expert of his department. The
table shows that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment k control of butter and cheesy on
ptember, 1916, The pries of Lutter st
time was 149s, 4d., that was for butter
ustralia, On soven or eight
he 1d that tho price
PEY [S XN 31

f Tondon

eight

tor

con-
ont butter
was exported to f.o.b.

1t 30 point o
it gave the figures from the date
oned until 27th Mey this vear,
» was 228s. 8d, to the Austra-
iter and the cxportable
5 the table was interess-
he would be glad if the

for burter

and informnat

ing ,
Committee would allew it to be printed in
)

in full.

Hon. W. H. Bar¥rs: We want the figures,
s0 that we can discuss them. You should
not ask us to do that.

he SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
The teble gave the prices for Australian
consumption for the four vears—Federal
control—21st  Septernber, 1916, +ill  27th
August, 1920, when the Federal Government
released control,

The CHAIRMAN: Is it the will of the
Committee that the table referred to by the
Recretary for Agriculture be inserted in
¢ Hanrcard " ? .

GoverNuMENT MEMBERS: “ Aye.”

Orrosition MEMBERS: * No,”

The CHAIRMAN : Question resolved in
the afirmative.

OrrosiTion MEMBERS: Divide.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
There was no necessity to take a division,
as he would take ancther opportunity of
getting the figures inserted in “ Hansard.”
When hon. members opposite refused to have
the figures inserted in ¢ Hansard,” it only
showed how much afraid those gentlemen
were of the facts. On lst August, 1920, the
Federal Government relinquished control of
price-fixation of butter, and the State Govern-
ment resumed conirol of price-fixing, and on
14th  August, 1920, the price of butter
was fixed at 238s. per cwt., an increase of 1d.
per lb. under the Profiteering Prevention
Act of 1920, and the price last mentioned still
maintained. In order to show the incon-
sistency of hon. members opposite, he would
quote from the minutes of a deputstion which
waited on him on 15th June of this year when
he was Acting Chief Secretary, The deputa-
tion consisted of Messrs. F. M. art, J.
Purcell, W. T. Harris. E. Turrell, and W.
Purcell. Mr. J. Purcell, in the course of his
remarks—

“Thanked the Minister for what had
been done up to the present, although,
perhaps, it was not quite all they had
exnected, but it had relieved the situa-
tion very considerably. Conditions were
enormously better than when they last

saw  Mr. Gillies, and all the wheat
planted before the rain had come up
beautifully.

‘1"( Mr. Gillics expressed his pleasure at
tais,

“Mr. Purcell said they thought the
Government should help now, for when
the crop maiured they would be repaid

[Hon. W. N. Gillies.
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for the

gsoed  wh

people with,
That was on the question of wheut.
onoa rYoeig

they are taking and the
they were supplying the
)

Further
ce was made to butter, when a
very impo ement was made by Mr.
Purcell. o did not think anyone in the
House would question the boné fides of Mr,
Purcell to speak on behalf of the dairy
farmers, becau-c that gentleman held a very
important position on the wheat pool which
Lhe would not hold if he were not qualified
for the position. The report continued—

“Mr. Purcell informed the Minister
as to their trip 0 Melbourne with
regard to pricefixing. The rcsult of

their stating of the case was that they
were informed the Feoderal Government
would shortly abelish price-fixing alto-
gother. With the shortage in New South
Wales and Victoria, this would give the
Queensland manufacturers the opportu-
nity of getting a better price. The
Federal people thought that while they
had 50,000 boxes of butter in cold store,
they had better not abolish price-fixing.

“The deputation thought that perhaps
in another week or two they would get
another 14d. in Queensland, the price to
be equalised all over Australia by the
profit on the butter in cold stores.

‘“Mr. (illies mentioned that he had
followed the matter in the Press.

“Mr. W. Purcell asked whether the
Queensland Government would take a
hold of the price-fixing in butter and
cheese.

My, Gillies replied that he could not
tell them.

“Mr. W. Purcell hoped, if they did
do so, they would first call evidence as
to the cost of production before reducing
the price.”

Mr. Purcell, speaking for the dairy farmers
of Queensland, expressed the hope that if the
Queensland Government did take over the
price-fixing of butter, that before reducing
the price they would call evidence as_to the
cost of production. Speaking on behalf of
the Government as Acting Premier, he (Mr.
Giilies) made this reply—

“The Price Fixing Commissioner
would get his instructions to make the
fullest inquiry into the cost of produc-
tion before any reduction to the producer
took place,

“Mr. Hart thanked Mr. Gillies for
the assurance, which was a big thing to
take back to their people.

“Mr. J. Purcell said they told the
Commonwealth people their price-fixing
was the biggest mix-up in the world.”

What did he do? How did he honour that
compact? As soon as cver the Federal
Government releascd the control of butter he
looked into the matter. The first time for
four years that the Queensland Government
had anz power to do anything to assist the
farmers, what did they do?

An Opposirton Mrmeer: Reduce the price.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
No; they increased the price. As Minister
for Agriculture, he pointed out to Mr. Ferry
that he found that the Win-the-war-National
Government, which had so much sympathy
for the farmer, were giving the grocer, who
took no risks of bad seasons, and who took no
risks with recard to bad debts, the enormous
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sum of 4d. per lb. for selliug butter over
the counter for cach. He nointed out to Mr.
Ferry that the farmer was entitled to the
full result of his !abour, and said it wonld
be a fair thing for Mr. Ferry to look closely
mto the matter and find out if it would not
be a reasonuble thing to take 1d. per lb. off
the grocer and give it to the farmer. That
vwas what Mr. did, and not one mem-
ber on the Opposition side had been man
enough or fair enough to give him credit
for doing that. The Covernment were told
that they had no sympathy for the farmer.
But tho figures he had guoted proved con-
clusively that the Government took every
opportunity to do the right thing when they
had the power to do something for the
farmer. He wanted to give some more
figures, and he supposed hon. members
opposite would prevent them going into
““Hansard,” t{oo. The statement was pre-
pared by his department, and he was satis-
fled that the figures were correct. It was as
follows : —

“ Return showing the amount of buttcr manu-
faetured for the years indicated below,
together wilh the particulars as to the
average price paid to Queensland dairy-
men by factories, together with the total
annwal valse of the product.

Average
prize per b
f.r Butter ex

Butter Value

Year, Manutaciured. {(Wholesa's:. (ream
D

Lb. £ sood.
1806* ... 6.164,240 154,106 ... 0 6
1906 ... 22,746,593 971,613 ... 0 8
1907 ... 22,789,158 973287 ... 0 8%
1908 ... 23.838,357 1,107,490 ... 0D 9%
1909 ... 24,592,711 1,050,314 ... 0 8%
1810 ... 31.258,333 1,400,113 ... 0 9
1911 ... 27,858,536 1,224,615 ... 0 8¢
1912 ... 28,184,832 1,368,139 ... 0 9%
1913 ... 33,122,143 1,621,662 ... 0 10}
1914 . 37.230,240 ... 1,900,293 ... 0 10
1915 .. 25456714 ... 1,560,389 ... 1 2
1916 ... 28,957,279 2,051,848 ... 1 3%
1917 ... 38.930,690 2,818,419 ... 1 3
1918 ... 32,371,575 2,765,071 ... 1 54
1919 ... 25,500,000 ... 2,071,875 .. 1 b5}
1920 ... Incomplete. Incomplete. 2 0
To-day 2 2%

*In that year Qucensland imported

1,001,424 1b., value £42,995.

At the present time the average price paid
in Queensland was about 2s. 25d. That was
the highest price ever paid during the history
of the co-operative movement in Queens-
land, which was about twenty-five years old.
He had quoted the prices for the last twenty-
four years, and he had given the Committee
an indication of what price the farmer
received for his butter from the various
factories, ranging from 6d. per Ib. in 1896
up to 2s. 24d. at the present time; and for
the bencfit of the hon. member for Cooroora
he would quote a telegram from Gympie
which appeared in the *“Courier” of 2nd
of this month which showed the prices paid
by the factories in his district. The telegram
read as follows :— )

“DAIRY COMPANTES,
“Gympie, 22nd November.
The following were the
of the co-operative compa
in the coastal

113

monthly pays
i operating
belt : —Caboolture Co.
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{Cabeoolture, Pomona, and Bumundi fac-
torics), 2s. 3d.; Kin Kin, 2s. 3d.; Wide
; ie and Cooroy), 2s. 25d.:
a), 2. 2d.; Mary-
, 2r0 2d.”’

cime into power the
increased by 180 per

TLahour
buttor

of

g
haid

The bell indicated that the hon. meml
timo allowed by the Stinding Orders

Vindeory: In owder to
‘form o correct idea
for

part of that hon. member to have supplied
the Cormamitice with the nuinber of factories,
the number of dairy farmers, and the condi-

tions seiated with the industry in 1896 as
compar
cQ

t with the pres time. In 1896, if
his memory was at all right, the dairying
industry was only in it: infancy. FHe did
not supposc that throughout the whole of
Queecasland there were half a dozen factories
in existence at that time. and Queensland
was dependent largely for its supplies of
butter and cheese on the Southern States
of Australia and New Zecaland, so that the
figurcs quoted by the hon. gentleman were

practically  valueless. As a permanent

messure, he thought price-fixing was an
~ . 1 Ty

absolute failure, and the sconer the abolition

of price-fixing took place the better it would
be for Queensland. What did the figures
quoted by the Minister, as to the increasing
price of butter, prove? They certainly
proved one thing—that the cost of living
in that direction was steadily rising and
that the conditicn of the people was no
better.  Persoually, he would not make any
attack on the Price Fixing Commissioner.
e would not like that gentleman’s job, as
he lLad got an cbsolutely impossible task to
ney n. In the matter of fixing the price
of butter, no doubt that gentleman had done
his beet, but he had certainly adopted an
absolutely wrong method of getting the
evidence.” If the Price Fixing Commissioner

had a with ne of the dairy farmers
to a da farm that was milking
forty or fifty cows for three months or six

months, and worked it absolutely under his
own supervision, then he would have abso-
Iutelv found out to his own satisfaction and
to the satisfaction of everyone else what it
did cost to produce butter.

With regard to ascertaining the price of
butter, they might send cut inguiries to from
to one hundred farmers in various dis-

5. One man’s land had, perhaps, cost
him £3 or £4 an acve, while another man’s
land had cost him £20 or £30

[8 pm.] an acre. One man might be
2 or 3 miles from a railway

station. while another might be 10, 15, or
20 miles from a station. There was quite a
number of factories which contributed to-
wards making the cost of bhutter on one farm
or in one district very difterent from what
it would cost on another farm or in another
district. 'To establish an estimate of what
would really be the actual cost of predue-
tion would be a most difficult matter. If
there were an outside market for a farmer’s
butter at 270s. per cwt., he would absolutely
be entitled to that amount, and if the out-
side markets were only 150s.. he wouid have

to accept it. The subject of sugar Thad
been introduced into the discussion. If a

Mr. Taylor. |
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Government, by its legislation in connection
with any particular industry, fostered and
encouraged that industry at the expense of
the whole of the people of the State, then
that Government had a right to sar to that
industry, “ We have done this in order to
foster and protecs vour industry, we ask in
return that there shall be some measure of
protection given to the people of the State
for the protection which you have received.”
Legislation had been introduced into the
country to do away with black labour, and
in many other directions to encourage the
industry throughout the Northern part of
New South Wales and the whele of Queens-
land. Therefore, in the matter of price
fixing for that industry the Government were
quite entitled to ask that certain things
should be donc in the interests of the whole
of the cemmunity for the benefits which that
industry had received. But with regard to
butter nothing of that kind had been done
so far as the Government were concerned,
and the fact that butter was dearer to-day
than eight or ten years ago was not due to
the Government. One or two members had
stated that if they wished the dairying indus-
try to be continued they would have to do
everything possible to encourage and foster
it. He would refer hon. members to page
10 of the Agricultural Department’s report
for the wvear 1919-1920, which stated that
“in two years the rural community, as
epplied to farming and dairying, is less by
8,600 people.” That was a very serious state
of affairs. If, as had been stated by some
members, dairying was such a money-making
roposition, how was it that so many persons
ad found out that the best thing they could
do was to get out and try some other means
of making a livelithood. What was really
necessary was a betfer organised system of
distribution, and a better organised system
with regard to glut crops. There was nothing
more disheartening to a man than to find
that after six, nine, or twelve months’ work,
he was compelled to sell the goods he had
produced at a lesser cost than it had taken
to produce them, and yet that was happen-
ing to-day in Queensland. What was the
reason that potdtoes were selling in Brisbane
to-day at from £5 to £6 a ton, when eight
or ten weeks ago they were £15 or £16 a
ton, and onions were selling to-day at £7
or £8 a fon which a few weeks ago were
£30 & ton. Under normal conditions prices
would regulate and fix themselves without
any Price Fixing Commissioner at all,
(Hear, hear!) The sooner they got back to
the old order of things the better. Hon.
members opposite knew perfectly well—they
had said in the Chamber time and again—
that the cost of living at the present day was
just about twice what it was about eight or
ten vears ago. Could it be honestly and
truthfully said that all the methods they had
been adopting during recent years to better
conditions had accomplished their object?
The evidence was all the other way. They
had no evidence that thiz price-fixing hum-
bug had worked out in the interests of the
community., With regard to the dairy farmer
generally, he would sav that if the taxable
income of a man in the city was £590 per
annum and :ihe taxable income of a dairy
farmer was £500 per annum, the dairy far-
mer was of infinitelr more value to the
community than the n in the city with a
similar income, and he was entitled to some
consideration.  The dairyman went to his

[3r. Taplor.
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work when most of them were in bed, he
had to fight bush fires and other evils, and
yet some people begrudged him a fair return
for his labour. The farmer was fully entitled
to a full return for his labour. If the huge
amount of unpaid labour on dairy farms
was paid at city rates of wages, and they
worked city hours, instead of butter being
2s. 6d. per Ib, it would be 4s. or 5s. per 1b.
He hoped it would not be long before the
Government would see the absolute pecessity
for doing away with this price-lixing busi-
ness altogether, and as it had not worked
out in the best interests of the community.
He had nothing whatever to say against
those who had been endeavouring to carry
out the work of price fixing. With regard
to the report which had been read out by
the hon. member for Burnett that afternoon,
and which was issued by the Price Commis-
sioner just prior to the election, he did not
think the Price Commissioner had anything
more tc do with the publication of that
report than he had. He believed that any-
one who rcad that report would find that
the Premier had asked for it and then
used it for a political stunt.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): He had listened
very carefully to the debate on the Com-
missioner for Price Fixing, and from it he
would imagine that the Commissioner of
Prices had been appointed to deal only with
one commodity—butter. Hon. members
opposite should realise that there were
725,000 people in Queensland, and that they
were not all engaged in the occupation of
dairying. Those members on that side of the
House who represented sugar centres could
not really oppose the appointment of a
Commissioner for fixing prices, because the
sugar industry would have been in a very
poor position if it had not been for fixing
the price of sugar.

Mr. FrercuEr: The farmers are repre-
sented on the price-fixing tribunal.

Mr. COLLINS: Ves, thanks to the present
Covernment, The party with which he was
connected had for a long time been preach-
ing the doctrine that the value of a commo-
dity was the amount of labour employed in
the production of that commodity on the
law of averages. That was a sound doctrine,
and he was very pleased to think that the
propaganda work by members of his side
amongst the farmers of Queensland had
made some progress in that direction, and
that he should live to see the day when
members representing the farming interests
exprossed the belief that the product of the
labourcr should belong to the labourer.
Members on that side of the House had
never said at any time that people should
not be paid for their labour in connection
with anvthing which was produced from the
land. They had been trying to hammer into
the dull heads of a lot of people of Queens-
Jand, including the portion of the people
who called themselves farmers, that they
should get paid for their lIahour. but it had
taken a long time to convince them of the
fairness of that doctrine. Members on that
¢ide were mnot gotting away from that
doctrine,  but  members  opposite  were
graduallv coming to accept that doctrine—
to arcembt the teaching of socialism. The
Price Commissioner had to deal with many
things beside butter. Farmers in his clecto-
rate did not ask that the price of butter
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should be fixed by the Commissioner; but
they asked that the price of fertilisers should
be lixed, because they knew that the people
who contrelied fertilisers were charging too
much for those commodities, Mr. Kent, who
was secretary of the Bowen Farmers' Associa-
tion, and who was not a supporter of his,
wrote to him asking him to place before
the DPrice Commissioncr a request from the
farmers that he should fix the price of
fertilisers. That request did not show that
farmers - gencrally agreed with the idea
of the hon. member for Cooroora, whon
he said that if he had his way he would
wipe out the Price Commissioner alto-
gether. They had now debated for three
hours the question of fixing the price of
butter, and he wished that hon. members
would get away from that question. e was
one of those who believed that the fixation
of prices was going to remain. If it was
found necessary during the war by a Con-
servative Government of Great Britain, made
up practically of blue-blooded Torles to
resort to price-fixing to prevent their own
friends from exploxtmg the publie, then he
saw no reason why they should not have
price-fixation in Queensland,

Mr. BEBBINGTON :
politics out of it.

Mr. COLLINS: They did nothing of the
kind. He did not think that Mr. Ferry
was a man who would be pulled hither and
thither by the politician. He took it thar
Mr. Ferry was appo'nted to the position
on account of his ability. He (Mr. Collins)
had never met him until he saw him in
the Brisbane office.

Mr. BEI)BINGTOV Did he not make up a
veport for the Premier at the clection time?

The PreMIER: No.

At twenty minutes past 8 o’clock p.m.,
Mr. PorLock took the chair.

Mr. COLLINS (continuing): He had dis-
«cussed matters with the Price Commissioner,
as the representative of his con%ltuent:
some of whom wrotc down asking that the
price of fertilisers should be fixed. He had
handed their letter to the Price Commis-
sioner. The continually throwing out, as the
hon. member for Murrumba did this after-
noon, that people outside looked upon Mr.
Ferry as less than a man, he did not believe
in at all. Mr. Ferry was respected by the
farmers in his clectorate for fixing the price
of fertilisers. \Vhere would they be in con-
nection with the sugar industry if there
had been no fixation of prices? He was
satisfied that the Comimissioner was doing
good work. They should take a broad view
of things and not talk about nothing else
than batter. There were other things
besides butter. Ile had hardly heard cheese
mentioned.  Had not ths fariers benefited
by the fixation of prices?

Mr. Morgax:

Mr. COLLINS: Did the farmer consumne
no groceries ? The Southern farmers might

he able to live on the air, hut the Northern
farmers needed meat and drink. They did
not cemplain as much as the Southern farm-
ers did. The hon. member for Dravton,
who represented 525 square mile:. oqual to
525 blocks of 640 acres each, talked as if
he was the only authority on butfer. If the
whole of that area was undor cultivation,
it would not be much. The hon. member for

Because you make

Not in any way.
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Murrumba, who represented about 1,070
square miles, talked as if he was the only
man who had any farmers in his electorate.
He (Mr. Collins) was prepared to say that
there were more farmers in his electorate
than in that of the houn. member for Dray-
ton.  Government members were just as
much interested in looking after the farmers
as hon. members opposite. They were inter-
ested in seeing that the Price Fixing Com-
missioner did a fair thing, not only to the
farmers, but to the public in general. There
had been prosecutions in his electorate in
connection with the price of sugar and other
cominodities. There were explolteu every-
where, who utterly disregarded the law and
ignored the prices which were fixed, and
they had to pay the penalty. The hon.
member for Drayton said that he would do
away with the Price Fixing Commissioner,
and that the farmers had a right to charge
what they thought fit for any commodity,
but the farmers were only entitled to a fair
and not an extortionate profit. Hon. members
opposite did not represent all the farmers
in Queensland, and the farmers were per-
feetly satisfied with the Price Fixing
Commissioner.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBRERTS (Pitisworth): He
desired to point out that the decision of
the Price Fixing Commissioner in refusing
to give to the butter producers of Queens-
land the increase they asked for was not
based on the evidence adduced before him.
There was something greater than merely
what it cost to produce a pound of butter.
In looking into questions that were s2nt out
to the farmers to answer, he found that
they went back for some considerable period.
Many of the farmers were not in the habit
of keeping their books in such a way as to
enable them to refer back to a period of
four or five years ago. The Price Fixing
Commissioner s}’ould have got further evi-
dence before coming to his decision. He
had not yet seen in Queensland or Australia
as a whole, any body of men refused a living
wage, but the dairy farmers had been dis-
tinctly imposed upon by the Price Fixing
Commissioner.  The dairy farmers wers
entitled to the rise they asked for, first of
all, because the farmers in New South Wales
had got the rise. At the same time, the
Government were everlastingly saying that
they were the friends of the small producers.
Sooondlv, hon. members opposite said that
the butter producers never received a price
equal to what they were receiving to-day.
Tet me admit that the farmers were
receiving what, in the opinion of those
ladies who appomed at the conference, and
who said that the farmers were not giving
the cvidence which was required, was a
better price than what they had ever had
before. They <hould have gone back a little
further and compared the prices they were
getting to-day with those ruling in 1914.
Tho Secretary for Agriculture hdd read a
statoment to the C‘ommlttem in which he said
that tho price of butfPr in 1914 was some-
where in the vicinity of 1s. 34d. to Is. 4d. a
Ib. The hon. member for Toowomba men-
tioned that, in t yoar, the price of butter
had been scimewhere in the vieinity of 10d.

a Ib. Te did not wish to disbelieve either
the Alinister or the hon. member for Too-
woomba, but he found great difficulty in

avriving at a reascnable understanding when
those hon. membecrs qme such entirely differ-
ent statements. The Price Fixing Commis-

Mr. J. H. C. Roberts.]
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sioner shouid have gone a little further. ak . who behﬂvea
3 Y
ard should have realised that 1914 and t
were two different periods al the i 1\11( cons ah]y lo B than
guestion of the upkeep of the th ket value. as 1t fair and
on the farms should bhave e sble thay thing like that should
sideration. o Queenslend? lh“ DIos vcmty of the
IS dependesd upon its agriculture and
D
{8.50 p.m. ] 1 ould not belicve
vear 1614 wire nciting could be T serioys in t}%cu
27 10s. per ton and in June, “““ land when
20 16s. per ton.  That was a
le increase, much bigger than

the producers were getting for
buttcr to-day. In 1914 barbed wire—
o ployed an cssential  purt in the
nents on a dairy farme—could he
d for £14 10s. per ton for No. 12
to-day the pric was £68 1fs. on
le hazarded the opinion
increase than the
increase the dairyman got for his butter.
Plain wire, No. 8, could he bought in 1914
for £7 17s. 6d.; to-day it cost £3L 10s. per
fon.  No. 10 plain black wire cost £8 2s. 6d.
in 1614 as against £33 15s. to-day. No. 8
plain galv anised wire in 1914 cost £9 Bs. per
ton as against £60 to-day. In the face of
these hgme he asked hon. gentlemen oppo-
site to say if the dairy farmer was not
entitled to an increase in the price for his
butter? When the Price Commissioner gave
his decision, he gave it against the weight
of evidence, 'lhey knew that the price of
timbier had increased fully 50 to 75 per
cent., and that had a great bearing on the
work that had to be carried out on a dairy
farm. Then awmn, the increased rate of
interest affected the dairy farmers and added
to the cost of production. In 1914 the rate
of interest was 65 per cent.; to-day the
farmers were asked to pay 8 per cent. and
in some cascs 84 per cent. for their money.
Thet had a very big bearing in regard to
fixing the price of butter. In New South
Vﬂalos the daﬂnmon were getting a bigger
price than was paid to the Queenzland dairy
farmer. In addition to that, the land taxa-
tion was less in New South Wales. If they
took the unimproved value of a farm worth
£6,000 to £7,000, they would find that in
New South Wales the land taxation was
one-third less than it was in Queensland.
If, therefcre, he admited that the Govern-
ment were out to assist the dairy farmers,
he would be doing something that bordered
on the absurd. They should also consider
that fully 95 per cent. of the cheese pro-
duced in Queenuland was manufactured by
co-operative companies, in all of which the
dairy farmers were shareholders. Then
again, salt in 1914 was only £4 10s. per ton,
as agamst £9 to-day, an increase of 100
per cent. In 1914 rennet cost 9s. per gallon,
as against £2 16s. to-day. Then with regard
to cheese bandagps in 1914, the cost was
53d. per yard, as against 1s. 9d. to-day.
'Ph?t was a very big increase, much bigger
than the increased price of butter or cheese.
In regard to the medium cheases, the price
for bandages in 1914 was 6d., as against Is.
6d. to-day. With regard to tops the cost
was 8s. 6d. per thousand in 1914, as against

g‘d‘u(T{“
rails in Brisbane,
‘rh%t that was a olgger

£1 15s. to-day. While for medium it was
£1 7s. per thousand in 1914, as against
£4 10s. to-day. When they considered the

cost of all these items, they would see that
the (“o‘n.nissiouor did not come to a fair
decision in fixing the price of butter. As a
man and a farmer he (Mr. Roberts) believed
in a fair thing to all sections of the com-
munity. That was more than he could say

[Mr.J. H. C. Roberts.

Cooroora
b the G“n,ne
v kncw that the

7] years of hard
gocd many lost their stock and had many
adverse (‘OII\UUOHS to contend with. Dmlncr
that period the dairymen and their wives
and (’l‘nmen had to t011 muly and late try-
ing to “‘make onds moeet) Many of the
dm;} farmers would have been down and
cut during the long years of drought if it
had not heen for the fact that their wives
were ‘‘ Britons” and stuck to their long hours
of toil all through.

OPPOSITION MEMBERS :

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: These women
in the country were denied many of the
Juxuries that fell to the lot of the women
in the large centres of population, so why
should they be made to produce foodstuils
at 2 low price for the benefit of the men
and women living in the cities earning up
to £10.000 a §ca17 When they were called
upon to supply their foodstuffs at a low rate,
it. was absolutely wrong. It showed that the
Price Fixing Commissioner was 'not au fait
with all the facts. A suggestion thrown ous
by a member of the Opposition was a good
one. e (Mr. Roberts) hoped he would live
to sse the day when the Price Fixing Com-
mi=sioner would be toiling on a dairy farm.
{(Hear, hear!) He sincerely trusted that
some hon. members opposite would also have
to work on a dairy farm. (Hear, hear!)
Then they would ses what their friend the
Price Fl\mg Commissioner thought ought
to be the price of butter. (Government inter-
ruption.}) In regard to the utensils required
in the dairying mduutry, be would point out
that in 1914 milk vats of 600 galions, which
were necessury for their dairy factories, cosy
£40, and in 1920 they cost £52. Milk cans
of 10 gallon capacify in 1914 cost £1 8s,,
as against £2 Ts. 6d. in 1920, Separators—
and they.were necessary on a dairy farm—
of 65- gaHon capacity in 1914 cost £30,
and in 1920 cost £42 An 88-gallon
separator in 1914 cost £33, as against £52
10s. in 1920, Those figures proved the
increased cost of keeping a dairy farm up
to working pitch. He believed it would
break the heart of even the Minister for
Agriculture were he to go to some of the
farms and sea the sliprails that were used
instead of gates. He did not think the hon.
gentleman wanted that sort of thing. Nor
did he think the Price Fixing Commissioner
considered it desirable that the house should
Lbe propped up with a prop stick on the
west side in case the east wind should
blow it over. Still, he did not secm to have
the desire to give them a modicum of fair
play. They had had a very considerable
increase in railway freights. Had the Com-
missioner gone to a little trouble he might
have ascertained also that pilfering had
increased by 150 per cent. from 1914 to 1920.

Hear, hear !
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Many of their cheesc: disappeared on the
way down. Recently, two trucks of cheese
were sent from a centre on the Downs to the
eool stores at Buruda. They left the start-
ing point on a Tuesday. One truck got
down on the following Wednesday after-
noon. It was unloaded and graded on the
Thursday morning. In that truck were 227
cheeses, every one, of which was first class,
The sccond truck did not arrive until Friday
afternoon, when it was graded. Out of that,
twenty checses were graded as third class,
fifty odd were graded as second, and the
balance graded as t ¢lass.  Those
were some of the things they had to put
up with in the dairying industry. Ie would
Ime to tell them a little etory to show the

Yas3

ideas of many men on the land. At the
end of 1919 he was speaking to a dairy
farmer. ¥is father had been a farmer

before him, and his great grandfather had
been a farmer. That was a pedigree any
man on the other side of the House ought
to_be proud to own. That man told him
“1 am geftmv out of the farming gam(\
He said, “ Why are vou doing that?” The
farmer told hlm that a son of his, twentv-
two years of ago, was working in the rail-
war vards at Toowoomba, and for the month
of November got somewhere in the vicinity
of £24, The father, with the assistance of
two daughters and a son, milked forty-seven
or forty-eight cows. The cheque ther got
for the month of October from the cheese
factory amounted to £7, and he had had to
spend £39 in buying fodder for his dairy
herd.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
‘Will the hon. gentleman connect his remarks
with the vote?

Mr. J. &. C. ROBERTS: Tt was all right
for the Government to say they had a rxght
to ask the Commissioner to fix prices. Could
the Commissioner fix the price of rice, sago,
tapioca, and many other commodities which
were just as essential foodstuffs for the
people as were butter and cheese? We
could not do it. Who produced the greate
quantity of the rice, sago, tapioca, and o*h@r
things? The vellow races of the East. Vet
the white producers of Quconsla’qd were fo
be imposed upon by the Commissioner. Did
he fix the price of petrol? When he tried
to do so. a boat loaded vrlth petrol was lying
in the river. As soon as he said be wonld nct
give the increase, the boat left for Sydrey,
and within tw On\LV four hours the irecreaso
was given. It showed the absolute foti Hty
and absurd ty of the nomnsensical idea thatb
emansted from members on the other side
of the House when they said it was the
3‘mh‘r thing to fix the price of a commodity
producad m Gueensiand, when they were
ur‘ablo to fix the price of commodities which
from countries that employed cheap

They were not only sacrificing the
farmer, bhut they were asking his
Vn"(’hihﬂr“ and his cows to work certain
number of hours every dav for nothing. Hon.
mﬂmbﬂrq onhmltn ="Dmm’ to think it a right
¢ to impose upon the man
the foodstuffs of thiz State,

who Dr f»(h‘c

Mr. FOLEY /]“ iehforrdty : He rose mainly

4 amainst t shuse by tha

ﬂ)hc sorvant, who had

tuC Goverrmont to admin-

ister an \ot which wus p:m;od by Parlia-
ment. and who had to confine his adminis-

tration to that Act.

. The remarks of hon.
members in refercnce

to the Cnminissioner
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Leing infiuenced by the Premier would, he
thought, carry no weight with the farmers
or any me mber of the House, but it pointed
to swhat thc\ might expect if the Opposition
got ou the Government side in foreing public
servants to submit fo their wishes. Mr.
Ferrv ought to be proud of the fact that he
had uOt heard of one instance in which the
tic had ecatered a protest
pr . (Cpposition laughter.)
had not heard one member of the
who rnpxcsentod consumers as
That

Thov
Criposition,
well as produr‘m s, make such a protest.
was because the consumers were being pro-

tected. e thought the member for Bowen
struck the right note when he touched upon
the question of how the value of a com-
modity was created. The value of the com-
modity, which the great mass of the people
of the State posscssed, was fixed by an
Arbitration Court, before which the worker
nad to produce cv ridence that his commodity
-—liis labour power——was up to the valus
he claimed for it, and the Profiteering
Prevention Act was really doing the
same thing for other commodities. The
debate had centred round butter, just as
if butter were the only thing producud in
‘ne State by the farmer, or used by him.
Ferry has fixed the prices of fertilisers.
Petrol and kerosene had becen dealt with or
vere being dealt with. (Opposition laughter.)
If the prices had not been reduced or fixed,
steps had been taken to prevent increases.
Bread and meant, grocerleq, and fuel had
also been dealt with. 7 These facts had
operated in favour of tﬂe farmer as well as
other consumers, because he got them at
reasonable prices, whereas if traders were
unrestrained, he would have to pay through
the nose for them., He had read in the
Press how Mr. Ferry went to the trouble
to send circulars to farmers in different parts

f the State, with the result that practically
only a handful of small struggling farmers
who were waorking with old obsclete methods
responded. They found no successful farmers
coming along and showing how a farm could
be run, if worked in a scientific manner.
Mr, Ferry said that he had evidence that

utter could be produced at the price fixed
if farming were carried on in an up-to-date
or scientific manner.

Mr. PETERSON interjected.

ir. FOLEY: The interjector, like the
Opposition, made unfair comparisons in order
to try to show that Mr. [Ferry had been
unfair. Fe qaotod Gindie, in the Leich-
hardt elestorszte, where he tAou_fzht there were
more cattle of the other se< than cows, and

where he said butter cost more to produce
hmn the fixed price. But even at CGindie
they had other side lines, and the same thing
applied to farmers, who ran pigs, poultry,
ote., besides milking a few cows. In fact,
that was one of the reasons why their cream
cheques were so small,

applied in other
and he had a quotation
aht” n in which
wrote an ticle to show
trads had ted on the
America.  Doring 1916-1817,

Price fixing hmd been
parts of the .vmm
r‘m

how unre
ceommunity In

corporations acauircd 177.000,000
more than 4,000.000 dnllazs in
exenss of the entire enpital stock. The cloth-
ing and drvv goods stores made m’oﬁt‘q as
hv;;h as 9,826 per cent.. the meat packers
profits renging up to 4.244 per o n+ the

fruit and vegetable canners up to 27032 per

Mr. Foley.)
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cent., and the woollen mills 1,772 per cent.
Those werc instances how the public could be
exploited by unscrupulous traders, and the
same thing would apply and applied, in many
instances, in Australia.

According to the latest bulletin sent out
by Mr. Knibbs, the cost of living in Queens-
land was much Jower than in any other
State. That, at least, was some credit to
Mr. Ferry. For groceries and other goods
which cost £1 in 1811, in the last month of the
last recorded quarter of 1920 they cost £2 2s.
1d. in Brisbane, £2 bs. 9d. in Melbourne, £2
Bs. in S¥dney, and amounts in similar pro-
portion in the other capitsls, pointing con-
clusively to the effectiveness of the Act in
reducing the cost of living in Queensland.
One result of the working of the measure
was that they would have fewer industrial
disputes. IHon. members knew that if the
cost of living was allowed to increase without
vestriction the first law of nature compelled
the workers to go before the Arbitration
Court, in order to kcep their living up to
a fair standard; and the judge must either
give them an increasc, or they went out on
to the industrial field and caused trouble.
Queensland stood very favourably on the list
in connection with industrial disputes. The
number of working days lost in New South
Wales in 1919 was 3,000,000 odd, and the esti-
mated loss In wages was £2,000,000. In
Victoria there were 733,000 working days lost,
and the estimated loss in wages was £392,000.
In Queensland there were only 586,000 work-
ing «days lost, and the estimated loss in
wages was £327,000. The Government, there-
fore, had been justified in introducing the
Act providing for the fixation of prices, and
they could take credit to themselves for
appointing such a man as Mr. Ferry to
administer that Act. Mr. Ferry ought to
be proud of the abuse levelled at him by
hon. members opposite. In every magazine
that came from America they saw letters
with regard to the formation of Communist
organisations which indicated the effect of
the damnable system of exploitation that was
carried on in that country. The same thing
would apply to Queensland, if the Price
Fixing Act had not been passed. In France,
while the war was on, the Government had to
take steps to protect the community against
exploitation by the patriots, and in thai con-
nection he woukd like to read a quotation
from * Stead’s Magazine’’ on French rents.
The article said—

“ Heavy penalties are provided by the
new French laws with the object of pre-
venting speculation in house rents.”

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. FOLEY: He was sorry if he weve
out of order, but he was a new chum to
the Chamber and was not quite conversant
with the rules of the House. He had proved
to the public what thev could expect if ever
the Opposition got on that side of the House,

and also what the public servants could
expect.
Mr. CATTERMULL (Musgrave): He was

very sorry that the Price Fixing Commis-
sioner had mnot seen his way clear to give
the dairy farmers 254s. per cwt. for their
butter as asked by them, as the evidence at
the inquiry proved that that price was neces-
sary in order to enable the farmer to make
a living. It was not a fair thing that
farmers on the other side of an imaginary
line should be getting 36s. per cwt. more
for their butter than were the farmers of

[Mr. Foley.
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Queensland. The cost of production during
the last five or six years had becn very high,
and the pricc now asked by the dairy
farmers would not compensate them for
their Josses during the last few years. Hon.
members opposite had rvidiculed the state-
ment that 1t cost 6s, per lb. in some instances
to produce butter. He had known instances
where it cost over £1 to produce a pound
of butter. Owing to the dry conditions,
men had been compelled to cart water six
or seven miles for their cattle, and had been
compeiled to cart fodder, and when theyv
had come to the end of their resources their
cattle had died. In arriving at the cost
of production, the farmer was entitled to
charge, for his own labour and the labour
of his family, the amount he would have
to pay if he employed labour to do the
work; and if the cost of production was
fixed on that basis, it would be found tha
3s per lb. would not be too much for butter
to-day. The cost of all commodities used
by the dairy farmer had increased by over
100 per cent. In 1916 the Government com-
mandeered butter from the various factories
at 1s. 4d. per Ib., while the average price at
which it was sold was 1s. 10d. per 1b.” Up to
the present time, the Government had made
no refund to those factories.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That is
a deliberate misstatement of facts. They
got £32,000.

Mr. CATTERMULL: He had made

inquiries at several factories, and had been
told that the statements had never come to
hand. If the Minister assured him that the
statements had been sent out he would take
his word for it.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
I find this debate is developing into a dis-
cussion on dairying, While that is remotely
relevant to the question, still, if allowed to
continue, it would open up a discussion on
practically every industry in the State. The
hon. member should confine himself to the
question of the fixation of prices.

My, CATTERMULL: If he were out of
order, the Chairman should not blame him,
as other hon. members had adopted that line
of debate. The price asked for by the
dairy farmers should have been granted. If
they calculated the wages they would have
to pay to men to do the work which they
now did themselves, 3s. per 1b. would not
pay. Farmers during the last three or four
years had had very bad times and had lost
a lot of money, and they should be allowed
to-day to get such remuneration from their
butter as would enable them to cover some
of their losses.

Mr. DUNSTAN (Gympie): It was rather
regrettable that the party opposite should
make an attack upon a reputable officer of
the State who held such a responsible posi-
tion as that of Price Fixing Commissioner;
but, while it was regrettable, it was not
surprising, because he had heard similar
attacks made on a judge of the Arbitration
Court when it suited members opposite. At
the present time there was a- spirit of
antagonism between the industrialists and the
primary producers, and that should not exist.
They all recognised that the primary pro-
ducer was one of the essential factors in our
economic system, and so also was the indus-
trialist; and he thought that instead of
strengthening the antagonism which existed
between them they should try to solve the
problem. That problem would not be solved
by the criticisms of hon. members opposite.
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Hon. members could recegnise the diffienlties
with which the Commissioner was faced in
fixing a reasonable price for butter. They
could not tell from the debate which had
taken place whether hon. members opposite
helieved in Liondon parity or in the price of
butter being fixed on the cost of production.
Those lion. members were not consistent in
arguing that the cost of buiter should be
based on the cost of production. A reput-
able man had been appointed as Prico Fix-
ing Commissioner because of his rccognised
ability as a public officer, and they must
all know the difficulty that officer had in
{ixing a reasonable price for buiter on the
evidence which was brought before him. If
the Price Commissioner had not the power
at the presont time to compel dalrymen in
every centve of the State and the proprietors
of dairy factories to give evidence before
him, he should be given that power. His
(Mr. Dunstan’s) clectorate was the centre of
a very important dairying community, and
a Jocal factory was putting up « record in
the production of butter and in the distribu-
tion of cheques to suppliers. The people of
Gympie were, therefore, largely interested
in the growth of the dairying industry in
the surrounding district, and they alwarss
desired to do a fair thing for the primary
producer of the State. But when they were
faced with a diversity of opinion and argu-
ments by members on the other side of the
House, they could recognise the difficulty
the Price Fixing Commissioner had in decid-
ing what was a fair price for butter through-
out the State. One important party who
gave evidence before the Price Commis-
sioner was the Housewives’ Association, and
this association had to be regarded as a factor
in this business, because it represented the
general taxpayer as well as the consumer.
He maintained that when the general tax-
payer had to bear the burden of the upkeep
of departments which were run for the
benefit of farmers, the cost of establishing
quite a number of railway lines for the
benefit of the farmer, the Joss entailed by
the abolition of the guarantee under the
Railways Guarantee Act, the. cost of the
distribution of seed wheat, and the cost of
a number of other activities which were for
the benefit of the farmer—then the general
taxpayer had a right to be considered in the
matter of fixing the price for butter. As
reasonable men they, as members of the
House, should seek to solve the difficulty
with which the Commissioner was faced
rather than make the matter a political one
and indulge in attacks on a public servant
who could not reply. He would suggest that
in the matter of the price of butter——

Mr. FrercueR: Are you satisfied with the
price? Do vou think the farmer is getting
a fair price?

Mr. DUNSTAN: If he were to argue the
question of the price he should probably
argue with as much diversity as hon. mem-
bers opposite, because he Lkncw that some
dairvinen in districts surrounding his elec-
torate received a good cheque per month
for their cream, which showed what were
the possibilities of getting a fair return at
the present price of butter, while, on the
other hand, there were other men with
small herds who had suffered some privation
and hardship, due to drought and other
causes, who were not doing so well. When
they considered such evidence they would
understand how difficult it was for a Price
Commissioner to devise a price which was
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based on the cost of production.
taxpayer who had to bear the burden of
intaining activities which were estab-
ished for the benefit of the man on the land
were entitled to a price which was fair to
the consurner as well as to the producer.
A a matter of fact the dairymen were receiv-

The general

ing the fixed pricc on only one-third of
the cutput. When people had something to
sell they wanted to w#oll it in the dearest

market, but when they wished to buy they
would take all the price fixing they could
get. Iy was pointed out by the hon. mem-
ber for Bowen that the farmers were quite
in favour of the fixation of the price of
fortilisers, and so they were in other
i He had heard farmers in his own
: loudly against the evil principle
of price-fixing in regard to butter, and they
coraplained because the Government had
taken no action in regard to the fixation of

the price of bacon, because they were
producing the butter but not the other
commodity. They all desired to see the

primary producers prosper; and they wished
to see that men who reared families, and
had to depend on their wages with which to
get the products they required, should like-
wise prosper. If there were a consensus of
opinion of the other side as to what was the
best method to give a fair return to primary
producers as well as to the workers, it would
go a long way in the progress of the State.

The PREWIIER: He deprecated the
attacks which had been made by hon. mem-
bers opposite against the Price Fixing Com-
missioner in ccnnection with this matter.
(Hear, hear!) He was an officer who was
highly csteemed in the public service, mot
only by this Government, but by previous
Governments, too, and capable, efficient, and
conscicntious in carrying out his duties.
(Hear, hear!) He thought the attack made
upon him had been monstrously mean.

Mr. Moraax: Don’t you remember attack-
ing public officers when you were on this
side ? '

The PREMIER: When there was justifi-
cation for it. When the Labour party were
sitting in opposition, and had any attacks
to make, they attacked those who were
responsible, and they were not afraid to
place responsibility on the right shoulders.
(Hear, hcar!) If hon. members opposite
were honest and not so mean as they had
oxhibited themselves to-night, they would
attack the Government, and attack Parlia-
ment, which had passed the Act under which
the Price Fixing Conmmissioner was work-
ing. What was the use of blaming the
Price Fixing Commissioner for carrying out
his duties under the Act? If there was any
complaint, let it be made against those who
were responsible.  The Government imtro-
duced the measure into the FHouse, which
agreed to it; and the Commissioner was
merely carrying out his duties under it., The
Commissioner would carry out his dutics as
preseribed by the Act. If the Act laid it
down. that the Commissioner was to arrivo
at the prices in accordance with the world’s
parity, he would do it; be simply carried
out the duties as prescribed under the Act,
and the Government was willing to take the
responsibility. He had listened all the even-
ing to the arguments which had been used,
in the hope of getting some light thrown on
the subject of the fixation of prices for pri-
mary products; but there was considerable
confusion in the minds of hon. members,
especially those on the other side, as to

Hon. E.G. Theodore.]
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what constituted primary products, and what
commodities should come under the price-
fixing. No one could say that they had
arrived at the final word in regard to the
fixation of prices. Bome of those hon. mem-
bers who had been most illogical in regard
to the criticism of this vote were those “who
accopted price-fixing so far as sugar was
concerned, which was a primary pwduct

and there were many others who ‘voulci
represent to the Commissioner the necessity
of fixing the prices of agricultural machinery,
fertilisers, or other things which would
benefit the agricultural Cﬂmmumty but they
seemed to think there was no logic or wisdom,
and only some evil motive, behind the Price
Fiving Commissioner when there was a
price fixed for butter.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Why not have a board,
and not one man?

The PREMIER: Thnt was simply getting
away from the point. The que:tion that had
interssted him in fol lowing the debate was
whether there was any logical reason why
butter or dairy products should be removed
from the operation of the Act. What was
the use of making poersonal attacks upon
the Commissioner? The Government would
take the final responsibility of any decision
he gave in the matter—as to whether
dalr) products should remain under the Act

or be exempted from its operation. If the
Government firmly believed that, in the
intérests of the whole community, there

should be some regulation of prices, and
that the principle of fixation is a logical and
reasonable principle and of benefit to the
whole community, they were not so stubborn
on the point that they thought it could be
applied universally and should be so applied,
If reasonable arguments could be adduced
to show that the application of that kind
of machinery and legislation was likely to
have a detrimental effect upon a primary
industry, the Government was opeun o be
convinced upon the matter. Hon. members
opposite, and those who had been most
violent in their outburst, apparcently did not
know what primary products were. XHe was
asked by a Country party member the other
dayv as to what partlcular primary products
had come under the influence of price-fixing;
and when he referred to ccrtain things as
timber, that hon. member scoffed at the
suﬂge%ﬁon of those things being primary
products. The use of the term had been
mishandied in a way that mdxcat(‘d the con-
fusion that existed in the minds of hon.
members, Ores taken out of the mines were
primary products, but cheese was not a
primary product in the ordinary acceptation
of the term.

3. BespINeTON: What i3 it?

The PREMIER: It

was a manufactured

product. (Loud laughter.) They had to
some  extent to classify this question of
primary products, or primary secondary pro-
Juets, or whatever classification ther liked

£0 io[,t; but it was obvious that sawn
timbm was hot & primary product in the
ordi'x'u“* a«c«\p‘rat&ml of the term, although
iogs from the forest micht be. They should
have the thing thoroughly thrashed out here,
and it could be done without heat and with-
personal attacks which had been made
t the Price Fixing Commissioner.
Mr. EDWARDS
tn say a fow words on this question, wn(h
was so important to the developmient of
Quensland. ¥ie would say without hesitation

[Hon. E. G. Theodore.
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that the inguiry with regard to butter ohmﬂd
not have boes held. The Premier b(llCl that
he wished to get somecthing to guide him
as to whether certain primary products
should be taken out of the hands of the
Price Fixing Commissionor. Butter was one
that should be taken out of his hands,
because they believed in the co-opsrative
principle, and hon. members opposite "(,md
be with them in that. Bufter was h:

and  sold co-operatively by sccietics  in
Queensiand. They had also established a
place in London through which to handle

it co-operatively, and that was thc
why butter shoald be taken out of the hands
of the Price Fixing Commissioner. Ile
thought it was a pity that the inquiry was
held. The producers of butter worn receiv-
ing 274s. for their butter in Vietoria for
local consumption. Hon. members opposite
who were interested in country districts would
be with him when he said that that was not
the way to induce settlers to come from the
Southern States or other parts of the world to
spend their money in assisting to develop
Quecnsland.  After all, a successful dairyman

was not a fool and when he was
[9.30 p.m.] going to settle on the land in

any State he took everything
carefully into consideration. If a prospec-
tive dairy farmer had figures placed before
him which showed that in Que-nsland the
dairyman got 238s. per ewt. for his butter,
while in New South Wales and Victoria he
would get 274s, he would sec that it was
not a successful proposition to scttle down
in Queensland. Hon. members opposite will
sce that that was not the way to develop
this great State. There has been a lot said
about what it cost to manufacture a pound of
butter, and some members opposite scemed
to doubt_the figures which had been quoted.
That is because they did not know what it
meant to carry on the dairying industry.
Members opposite ridiculed the idea that it
would cost 6s. to produce a pound of butter,
vot he (Mr. BEdwards) knew dairymen who
eould only produce butter at a cost of some-
thing like 10s. per Ib. during the last two
or thres years. In his distriet, and in many
other districts in Queensland, dairymen who
wsed to milk sixty or seventy cows before
the drought were now milking seven or
eight cows. These danyfnen spcnt every
penny they possessed on their farms, and
they had to drive their cattle about lookmg
for agistment,

The TRMPORARY CHAIREL
I ask the hon. gentleman to
remarks  to  the  question
Committee.

Mr. EDWARDS: He was showing how
the dairvmon were up agains so far as
the cost of producing concerned.
They knew that_the dairymon lost a number
of their cows during the drought. and all
that added to the cost of production. They
knew from statisties that 8,00 i
were lost during the dreught. In conne
vith other products, he knew that man;
the ptodqu\n were not getting back \vhat
they paid for sced and ‘rHﬂ cost of growing.
The seed potatoes cost £15 to £25 per ton,
and the farmers went to a lot of tvouble
to grow them. 'The prices realised for pota-
toes on the market to-day would not pay the
cost of dwgmg and sending them to market.
The market price of potatoes to-day was
4s. to 4s. 6d. per cwt. It cost 2s. to dig
them, and 1s. for the bag; and if they added

reason

AN Order!
confine his
before  the

tor




the cost of cartage to the railway station
they would see that the farmer got nothing
for himself at all. The producers in Quecens-
land were right up against it in every
respect. It was time they considered these
matters from the point of view of the pro-
ducer and not from the voint of view of
the consumers in the large centres of popula-
tion. Everyone knew thut they must adopt
different methods if they wanted to develop
the country as it should be developed. The
farmers who went in for co-operation spent
their time and money in manufacturing
butter, and the consumers in the large
centres of population had no right to inter-
fere with them at all when they were asking
for a fair price for their butter. It was
time that hon. gentlemen oppos saw that
the producers got a fair thing for the com-
modities they produced, as that was the
only way to develop Queensland as it should
be developed.

Mr. SIZER (¥undah) said he was sympa-
thetic with those dairymen who had passed
through a bad time, but he thought that
butter was not the only question to be con-
sidered in relation to price-fixing. The argu-
ments put forward all day had been against
the Price Fixing Commissioner for not
giving & sufficient price for a certain article.
He (Mr. Sizer) was going to use an argu-
ment to show that price-fixing was a failure,
because Mr. Ferry had fixed a higher price
for one article than he should have done.
He was not going to say anything personal
about Mr. Ferry, (Hear, hear!) He
believed Mr. Ferry was endeavouring to do
his best to the utmost of his ability. One
could understand how difficult his duties
werc when he had to fix prices for all sorts
of things, from butter to hosiery. He (Mr.
Sizer) would take a line of drapery known
as Horrockses’ calico. In 1916 it cost 4id.
per yard to land that calico in Brisbane,
and it was sold at 5d. to 6d. per vard, or
4s. 11d. to Bs. 11d. per dozen. That left a
profit of 6d. to 1s. 6d. per dozen yards.
That was considered to be an adequate
profit, realising, as the trade did, that it was
a bread-and-butter line. To-day it cost
2s. 25d. to land Horrock=es’ calico in Bris-
bane, and Br. Ferry allowed the drapers to
add 45 per ceut. to that, bringing the profit
to 1ls. 6d. per dozen vards, as agsinst a
profit of 6d. to 1s. 6d. in 1916, with which
the drapers were satisfied at that time. Had
20 per nt. or 25 per cent. been allowod,
it wor have 1 ample.  Some traders
inf Mr. Terry that their overhead
charges amounted to 275 per cent. That was
hardly a {s statement. Tt might tuke 274
per cent. for a business which worked
on the credit system, hut it would
more than 175 per cent. on a ¢ush
There ought to be two prices fixed
i were edopted—one for cash
other for credis,
copy of the
two firms were adver-
tizing Horrocks's calico at 31+ 114 por vore
and another at 1s. 10d. per yard. That ealico,
up till guite vecently, was costing from Zs.
cr yard to land in Brishane. Ilad
those firms taken the 45 per cent. allowed
by Mr. Ferry, they would have been charging
3s. 2d. per yard, and it would have hecn
impossible to sell calico. That proved that
price-fixing had completely failed. The
whole of the trade was dependent upon com-
petition, and there was no need for the
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price-fixer., If the trader were to stand
hard and fast to the percentages allowed
by the price-fixer, it would be a very bad
deal for the consumer. e did not think
the primary producers were getbing too much
for their butter, and he was of the opinion
that the average person in the community
did not desire to have butter cheaply at the
expense of the farmers. (Hear, hear!) He
believed the people in the city were desirous
of obtaining the highest prices they reason-
ably could for their products, and they must
grant the samc concession to the primary

producer. Price-fixing would not lead them
anywhere. It might have been necessary
in  extraordinary circumstances, but they

would be entirely wrong in accepting it as
an eponcmic principle. The man in the city,
particularly the smaller man, in the course
of his business probably had as many diffi-
culties and worries to contend with as the
primary producer had—except the climatio
conditions, which must be given great con-
sideration. He did not go as far as to
support the adoption of world’s parity in
every direction, because he did not think it
was possible. At the prosent time they
should take into consideration the cest of
production, bearing in mind the high prices
of fodder, together with the loss of profits
during the last fow vears; and they should
give something in the way of an additional
price to reccompense them for their years of
loss and hardship. He had always been
opposed to the exploitation of the consumer.
Where it could be proved—and there should
be  adequate means of proving it—they
should be singled out and dealt with—even,
if need be. under the eriminal law. The
Government had the Control of Trade Act
to operate the whole of the time they were
in office, and refused to operate it.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: No.

Mr., SIZER: The hon. gentleman knew
that that was so. This Act had been passed
in an cndeavour to obtain political kudos.
Whether the Government had succeeded, he
did net know; but. since it had come into
operation, thev had more members on that
side of the IIouse than they had before.
He seriously suggested to the Government
that they shculd consider whether it was
advisable to ntinue the office of Price
Fixing Commizsioner or abolish the poszition
and the cxpen and. if some kind
of a price-fixing was thought to b
whether it could be done by p
in other ecanacitics. He did
results warranted the present

ceessary,

ten minutes to 10 o’clock p.m.,

resumed the chair.
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For his part, he did not intend to take a
hand in assailing the Commissioner. (Hear,

Mr. Blphinstone.]
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hear!) He bf-wved.u rat that officor had done
his duty in accrrdance with the regulations
placed before him from time to tlme, and
41 hiz best to carry them out. He was
merely the creature of circumstances, and
had aun impossible tack before him, He
could nob pl@dsn both sides—which again

showed the impos Sll)llhv of success inl‘w fixing
prices.  Whilst the r was on and 'oroduf'«
ion was interfered mth it was u palliative
in different parts of the world: but he did
not know a country, or a Government, which
had embraced the argument that price- fixing
was golng to overcome the evils attendant
upon lack of production; and the sooner this
Government and this couniry appreciatod
that fact, the sconer would ther got back to
production in the proper scunse of the term.
(Hoa*{ hear!) In his opinion, the Govern-
ment would show their blomm.nd“ﬂ regs in
simply mamng the Act mopnratlvc They
had done tuen‘ best to satisfy * the man in
the street,”” whose knowledge was insuffi-
cient  to ename him to understand that
deereesed production must lead to a certain
extent to exploitation and fiuctuation in
nrices. What was exploitation? Which of
them would not mdulge in exploitation if
given the opportunity ? They were all huma
If they bought an article for 1s., the market
price of which was 2s, 6d., would they sell
it for 1s. 6d.? Not one of them, if he
were houest to himself. And to advauce any
argument on exploitation was ridiculous, It
a]l resolved itself into a qx,,cstmn of oppoz-
tunity, and therefore the hest way to deprive
men of the opportunity of exp’,oitation was
to make the prodacers so numProu% that
they did not have a chance of as king unfair

prices. A member on the omr)onte side
made reference to potatoes. It was only
a few months, he thought‘ since they were

fetching up to about LEJ a ton, whereas
to-dar, “if he was righ 'clv informed, the price
was anproxxmutcly £5 a ton? \th was that ?
For the simple reason that there was such
a production that every consumer was satisfied
and there was almost a glut. Production had
settled the question of exploitation, if any,
in potatoes. Exactly the same argument
applied all round, and he just wanted to
pomnt to what seemed to be the pith of
t.‘exr discussion—that was, the condemnation,
lock, stock, and barrel, "of the price- ﬁxmg
prop051t10n, not condemination of the gentle-
man who had endeavoured to carry out the
regulations under the Act, but condemna-
tion of ths\ prmclp]n and the sooner they
discarded it and got back to production in
sense of the term, free and
the sooner would they overcome

tha ordmar,v
urfettered,

the difficulties which the Act was intended
: Hear, hes
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in the fixing

because no

i ¢ the same

Un‘o*'mpa‘rclv no indivi-

d in thcvr calling to
as the dairy

0 1‘(‘ Camnie %]
of cmap bread, cheap
and he unhesitat-
dairy farmer had been

an vthmg 1

Fon,
the

farmer
office on
butter,

lCKr
and c‘seap beef;
ingly said that the
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morcent, and therefore it was not to be
wondered at that the whole of the sifting
had been devoted to a consideration of his
case, simply because that side of the Com-
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mittce realized *hat the time had come when
liberation must be his lot. Who was going
to blame the Commissioner for the fact tha
at the instance of the Government the dairy
farmer of Queensland had to sell his com-
nmodity at 4d. per lb. less than his brother
in any other part of Australia?

The Prruizr: Half your members have
blamed him.
Mr. G. P, BARNES: The Commissicner

wras acting largely at the instance of the
Coveranient of ’rh') day. He did not blame
him. He had carvied out his work all right;
but no man covld come to a Just decision
regarding the matter unless he took in the
whole life and work of thx dairy farmer,
rot for one wear, but for fwo or

[10 p.m.] three years. At the present time

the dairy farmer was entitled to

every penny that he could get out of his
industry. Hon. members on the Opposition
side accepted the Premier’s challenge, which
they believed was mus de in good faith,
because they believed that bhe wanted to
know if price-fixing had been detrimental to
the farming industry. There were one or
two members on the other side who knew
that it had been distinctly detrimental; but
every member on his side of the Chamber
kpew that, not only had the Government
price-fixing policy been detrimental, but their
mterf@ronoe during the whole five years they
had been in ofﬁon had been very injurious
to the farmers. The Government, and not
the Price Fixing Commissioner, were respon-
sible.  As a vesult of their interference
with the industry, the number of persons
engaged in danv‘ng and farming had
decreased by no less than 8,600 since the
Government took office. There were still
16,000 persons engaged in the industry, but
the roductlon was so serious that it was no
wonder the Opposition side took up the
cudg('ls on behalf of men who had been
attacked all along the line. Nothing had
stirred him more than the indignity that had
heen put upon the dairy farmers during
the last twelve months. Just imagine dairy
farmers being called to Brisbane to give
evidence as to the cost of this and the cost

of that! It was no credit to any Government
to allow men to be treated as the dairy
farmers had been in that matter, and the

country was stirred from end to end with
indignation on the subject. Was it any
wonder if some of the witnesses had given
vent to their feelings when under examina-
tions? Fon. members opposite had defamed
tho dairy farmers that evening. If these
hon. menlb rs realised the conditions of the
rying  industry, they would understand
it was quite possibla that it had cost the

how
dairy farmer 6s. 9d. por lb. to produce his
butter.

The SHLCRTTARY FOR AGPTCULTURE: What do

rou consider a f price?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: To-day the farmer
was getting o fau‘ price; but it was not a
fair price having rcrard to the fact that it
was less than the dwuy farmers in the other
States were getting, and having regard to
his losses from drought for several years
past. If the Government C~~m=ed their inter-
ference, prices would accord to the world's
parity. The Secretary for Agriculture had
gone back to the year 1896, What relevancy
was there in that? There was no analogy
between prices in 1896 and prices to-day,
when the Government had deliberately kept
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down the price. He was not exaggerating
when he said that, if the figures could be
tabulated, a sum of not less than £1.,000,000
had been lost to the dairy farmers of Queens-
land as & rosult of the interference. of the
Government. To show the position of the
dairy farmers, he would quote from Table
annual report of the Commissioner

That table gave the precentages
of tax payable by each class on the 1918-1919
incomes, and it showed that the tax assessed
with respect to dairy farmers was £4.874,
which represented .29 of the total ta Yet
the Government refused to allow the yimen
the opportunity to avail themselves of the
prezent splendid opportunity—an ceppertunity
not brought about by the Government, but bw
the unfortunate untoward conditions ruling
in other parts of the world. The Government
had prevented thein from recouping them-
selves for the losses of several years. If they
took the next figures they would find some-
thing in connection with employees. The
tax assessed in that case was £84,938, and
the percentage to the total tax was 5.6, 1If
they took farmers generally, they would
find that the farmers were assossed on
£4,041, and the percentage to the total tax
was .24, Enough had been said, and he
believed the Premier and the Secretary for
Agriculture were right in their conclusions
when theyv said they were not great believers
in price-fixing. The Premier indicated in a
manly way that he wanted to know if any-
thing had been done that was detrimental
to the industry. If the hon. gentleman
looked around, and did not confine his vision
to what had been said in the House, he would
realise that the dairying industry had been
decidedly hurt and injured as a result of
interference  and  price-fixing by  the
Government.

Mr. POLLOCK. (Gregory): He had been
rather surprised at the attitude of hon. mem-
bers opposite in criticising the Price Fixing
Commissioner personally. Ile was one who
helped to pass the Price Fixing Act, and the
Government, as all Governments did, passed
the regulations; and it was on the Labour
party and on the Government as a Labour
Government that the criticisms should rest.
He certainly had an unholy contempt for
& body of men who were not game ‘to stand
up and criticise a party Government for its
actions, but took the mean and dirty course
of going behind the back of the Price Fixing
Commissjioner and criticising that gentleman
who had no opportunity to reply. It was
dirty, mean, and low to say, as the hon.
member for Drayton did, that the Price
Fixing Commistioner was doing as the
Government told him. That was wunfair
criticism.  The Price Fixing Commissioner
had done the best he possibly could con-
sistent with the Act he had to administer.
and he could not give satisfaction to all

o

parties.  Thev ull recognized that it would
take a veritanle saint to give satisfacticn to

the general public in the matter of price
fixing.  Thoe DPrice Fixing Commissioner
seemed to have as his boss every individual
in Quéensland, and no matter whether he
vodueod prices, whether he allowed them to
emain ab the present level, or whether he
increased them, somebody was going to be
discontented; but those who were discon-
teutod might well adopt a sporting attitude
and say that the man was honest and had
tried to do his best.

Mr. BranD: Do you think he made a
istake?

[8 DmcEMBER.]
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Mr. POLLOCK: i members eof the
Opposition think he had made a mistake?
He wanted to know, because he had scen
the Price Fixing Commissioner a few
moments before and was informed that not
one member of the Opposition had seen the
evidence.

T

Ly, BEBBINGTON :

We all read if.

My, POLLOCK : You read it in a blassed
paper, the “*Couricr.”” Not oune member of
the Opposition had gone to the Commissioner
and asked for a copy of the evidence or for
the returns that were submitted to him by
the dairrmen.

r. WALKErR: Did he send the wvarious
ociations a copy of the evidence that was
4 for? No, he did not.

Mr. POLLOCK : Members of the Opposi-
tion criticised the Price Fixing Cominissioner
personally.

My. Warkrr: We have a right to do it.

Myr. POLLOCK : Members of the Opposi-
tion had criticised bir, Ferry, without being
aware of the facts of the case, for asking
the dairymen to provide evidence and
returns going back seven years. He wanted
the dairymen to give rcturns for three years,
and it was on the rccommendation of the
dalrymen’s representative, Mr. Harris, that
Mr. Ferry szked them to produce evidence
and returns for seven years; and now the
hon. member for Cooroora came along and
“bellyached” against the Commissioner
when he had not extended to the Commis-
sioner the ordinary courtesy of inquiring
from him the facts of the case.

Myr. Morean: He was doing his duty to
his electorate.

Mr. POLLOCK : If the hon. member was
doing his duty to his electorate and if
other hon. members were doing their duty
to their electorates, they would have ascer-
tained from the Commissioner full particu-
lars in regard to the matter, instead of
believing that dirty, scurrilous rag—the
“Courier.” Hon. members said the Com-
missioner had fixed a price for butter lower
than what the dairymen had a right to
expect; but did they see the evidence and
the returns on which the Commissioner based
his decision?

Mr. Moraax: We sce the evidence every
day of our lives.

Mr. POLLOCK : If the hon. member were
born in a cowyard he would not understand
the ordinary rudiments of dairying.

Mr. Moreax: You were born in the
gutier,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I a¢k the
hon. member to withdraw that statement,
as it is quite unparliamentary.

Mpr. MORGAN: The hon. member
insinnated something about himself, and he
should be asked to withdraw.

The CHA The
must wirhdraw.

Mr. MORGAN: As it was unparliamen-
tary, he would withdraw.

The CHAIRMAN: 1 point out to horn.
mrmbers generally that there is a tendency
on both sides of the Iouse to induige in
interjections that are quite disorderiy. Inter-
jections are disorderly at all times, but there
have been interjections during the last few
days of a nature that bon. members should
not indulge in, and I must request hon.
members to refrain.

hT4

hon. member
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. POLLOCK: Hon. members would do
thc wise thing if they would peruse the
Commissioner’s report ; if they would go care-
fully through the evidence that was laid
before him, and ask themsclves if on that
evidence tLey would have come to a different
conclusion to what the Commizisorer did,
before they criticised the Commissioner who
was not able to reply. They did not know
whether they would or not, as they had never
seen the evidence.

Mr. COSTELLO (Carnarvon): He did not
wish to indulge in personalities in connec-
tion with the Price Fixing Commissioner,
Any criticisms he had to offer would be
directed to the Government. He¢ held that
it was a mistake on the part of the Govern-
ment to ask one man to decide such a ques-
$ion as the price of primary products, includ-
ing the price of butter. The Government,
when they decided to make inquiries as to
the cost of producing butter or to interfere
with industry from a primary producer’s

point of view, should have appointed as Com-
missioner a practical farmer, who would
have done justice not only to the primary
producer but also to the consumer. The
Government in this matter had not con-
ydered the primary producer as they should
have done. Our primary industries were
stagnant at the present time, and the Govern-
ment should be prepared to lend them a
helping hand, as those industries needed
nursing. But the CGovernment seemed to
consider that the man who was a producer
was a man who was in a position to pay all
taxes. The men on the land to-day were in
a worse position than the men who worked
in and around Brisbane. If cne went round
Brisbane, one would find comfortable homes,
The workers’ homes in the city were more
comfortable than 80 per cent. of the farmers’
homes throughout the district of Carnarvon.
Then, why not give those men an oppor-
tunity to get level with the men whose
wages were “fixed in Brisbane? If they were
going to fix the price of primary products,
they should remember that at the present
time a number of people were depending
wholly and solely upon the production of
vegetables or fruit. Returned men were
depending on the production of vegetables
alone at the present time. Yet a 26-1b. bag
of peas was sold the other day for 6d.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Do you
suggest price-fixing there?

Mr. COSTELLO: Yes, if they were going
to have pricedfixing in regard to other
products.

Ths SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Don’t
you think the butter farmer is better off
with priee fiving than the frait farmer with-

out price-fixing ?

Lx, ,TLLMO His ideca was that, if
the pl iee Of one c’w«s of com-

£i which w ere rx v JOW
The man cn the land who had a wife and
family, and who uorked more. hours per

week than the ovdinary labourer in the eity,
did not receive anything like fair remunera-
tion for his labour. Producers generally
were not gotting that remuneration to which
they were cntitled for the amount of time
they put in in cultivating the land as com-
pares] with the remuneration roceived by
men whose wages were fixed by the Arbitra-
tion Court. e WOU]d suggest that, lf tho
Government were going to fix the price of
butter, they should also fix the prices of

[Mr. Pollock.
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other primary products. The producers of
vegetables could not make an honest living
out of the industry at the prices they were
able to obtain at the present time. One
member supporting the Government referred
to the cost of living in this State as com-
paled with the cost of living in the other

tates, particularly Vietoria, iut the figures
he gave with regard to Victoria were alto-
gether wrong. Te askea the Government to
consider those people who had struggled
through the last lean years and lived from
hand to mouth—almost living on the store-
keeper, by whom their credit was limited to
such articles as flour and sugar and those
commodities which were mnecessary to keep
body and soul together. Many of those
people had lost their stock, and some had
not been put on land which was altogether
suitable for dairying or fruitgrowing, and
the seasons had been against them. Down
along the Severn River at the present time
there was not a willow tree left.

At half-past 10 o’clock p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN said: Under Standing
Order No. 306, I now leave the chair, and
make my report to the House.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re-
ported progress, and the Committee obtained
leave to sit again to-morrow.

The House adjourned at
minutes to 11 o’clock p.m.
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