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Congratulutions to President.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,

Turspay, 7 DEcEMBER, 1920,

The Presinent (Ilon, W. Lennon) tock the
chair «t half-past 4 o’clock p.m.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE

PRESIDENT.

The PRESIDENT: Hon. gentlemen—In
taking my seat to-day as President of this
Cmmul I am desply sensible of the honour
dtmchmq to the position, and also of its
duties and 1OSpOnSlblhtZO~ These latter,
however, will be very much lightened if
hon. gentlemen Wul be so good as to_accord
me their kind co- operation in my cndeavour
to promote the best interests and the business
of the Council, and to sec that orderliness
and decorum are characteristic of this Coun-
cil, as thex should be of every deliberative
body. It will be my constant endeavour in
any rulings I may be called upon to make
to deal with the strictest iinpartiality and
fairness, and I trust that by =o doing in the
cours2 of time very cordial and happy rela-
tions may be established between hon. gentle-
men and mryself.

Hoxovrinte MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

The SKCRETARY FOR MINES
A. . Jones): Mr. President, it is some time
since you were appointed to the position of
President of tho Council, but to-day being
the first day on which you have taken the
chair, I desire fo offer you congratulations
on behalf of the Government, I desire also
to offer you my personal congratulations,
and I am sure I am voicing the opinion of
evers member of this Council when 1 say
that I believe that your sense of fairness and
justice, which characterised your occupaney
of the Speaker’s chair in the other branch of
the Logislature, will be cextended to this
Chamber. I am sure the whole Council
Congru.llntp you on your appointment to
the chair.

Ho~ovnranre MEenBERS: Hear,

Hox. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Hon. mem-
bers. the Hon. Mr. Lennon has been
appointed to the highest office that can be
attained in this Chamber, and I was very
pleased indeed to hear him say that he starts
out with the intention of upholding the
traditions of the office. In the past we have
had a succession of hon. gent'emen in the
chair who carried out the traditions of the
position in the way they should be carried
out. I can assurc the President that, so far
as this side iz concerned. we will extend to
him the courtesy that we have alwass esten-
ded to c¢very occupant of the chair:; and I
feel sure, from what he has said, thzt we
can hope that the relations between this
Council and himself need be nothing but of
the most amicable character. I hone that
during his period of office nothing will occur
to disturb the harmony that should exist
between the accupant of the chair and those
over whom he is supposed to preside. I
hope that between us and the President
relations will exist that will be to the mutual
benefit of both parties.

. HoxNounasrE MEMBERS :

The PRESIDENT:
Secretary for Mines,

(Hon.

hear !

Hear, hear!

I desire to thank the
the representative of
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the Government in this Chamber, and the

Hon. Mr. Hawthorn for the very kind CXpres-
sions they have uttered with regard to myself,
and I hope they will not have any 1
to alter those opinions in time to come.

IJONOURABLE MILMBERS :

Hear, hear!

PAPERS.

The PRESIDENT
that he had received from the Auditor-
Genceral his report on the accounts of the
central sugar-mills under Government control,
and on solf-controlled central sugar-miils
indebted to the Treasury, for the yoar ended
30th June, 1920.

Ordered to be prinied,

The SECRETARY FOR
the table the twentieth annual report of the
Bureau of Sugar Experiment Stations.

Crdered to be printed.

informed the Counecil

AIINIES laid on

CHILLAGOE AND ETHERIDGE RAIL-
WAYS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

First REsDING.

On the motion of the SE C’{EmAQY FOR
MINES, this Bill, received by message from
Lhe Assembly, was read a firet time.

Tho sccond reading of the Bill was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

CONTROL OF AIR NAVIGATICN BILL.
SecoxD Reapivg.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: This
is A Bill to refer to the Parliament of the
Commonwealth the control of air navigation,
and for purposes connected therewith.”
There is very little to say regarding the Bill,
which is of a non-contentious character, and
I do not propose to say more than will be
fourd in the preamble to the Bill. The
Lizperial authorities having urged upon the
Commonwedlth Governiment Hw necessity of
uniform legislation in regard to international
air navigation, aund a common agreement
having been arrived at thereon, a resolution
was carried at the Premiers’ Conference in
May last which makes this Bill necessary to
carry out that arrangement. The Bill pro-
peses to vest in the Commonwealth Govern-
ment the control and regulation of the navi-
gation of air craft. Certain protestion is
required for the State of Quecnsland, and
that protection will be found in claunse 3,
which reads—

“ Nothing in this Act shall empower
the Parliament of the Commonwealth, or
any auvthority constituted or to be con-
stituted under the Commonwealth, to
affrct or restriet the riehts and powers
of the Siate of Queensiand in regard to—

(¢) The acquisition or owzership by
the said State of aireraft or acro-
dromes; or

(5} The use for the purposc of the

Government of the said State of air-

craft operating within the said State;

or

(¢) Police powers;

and such rights and powers shall be
vetained by the said State as if this Act
had not been passed.”

I am sure that hon. members on both sides

Hon. A. J. Jones.]
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will have no objection to the Bill. If not regard to aerial navigation, because Queens-
regarded as of great importance to-day, the land is probably the best country in the
day is not fsr distant when it must be the world, with its clear atmosphere and big
basis of legislation that will afford proof of  spaces, to take up aerial navigation. The

the wisdom of passing this measure at the
present time.  The Assembly having agreed
to this Bill without any 0!)p051t1on 1 do not
anticipate that there will be any opposition
to the measure in this Chamber, and I con-
tent myself x.lth moving—That the Bill be

now read a second time,

Hox. G. €. HAWTHOQORN: There is
one provision that I should like to have seen
in the Bill, b wiich has besn omitted from
it, and that iz a provision to restrict the
finnncial flights of the Government. The

Bill s absolut necessary to give power
over acvial nav lg‘lhOD to one authority, and
I think it ix a proper thing that the Com~
monwealth  should have control of aerial
navigstion, first place, I think the

Commonwe re the proper authority to
voh > that functics, end in the next pla«m
think our own Government have shown

1hm inahility to control aerial nﬂlg.ﬁclon
on two or three ocrasions,  We found that
the P‘mnm* on going on his election tour
startedl off for Chillagoe and cams down at
i yurma fsland, then  hlamed the
for o,miuhx,lngr his flight.
k the Federal Government is
to control this matter,
said, although at the
time there doe ot scem to be any
ty for such a measure, yet there is
subt that at a future date aerial naviga-
will foerm a big factor, not only in
bt in commercial intereourse.

FOWLES: I take it that
this Bill is the result of the International
Alr Committee which held their meetings
in Paris 1n October last  year. Various
countri of the world signified by their

ypatures their adhesion to certain regula-
framed by that International Com-

as the Ainister

tion
warfare,

Hox. E. W. il

An IHowovrasLe MeMBER : We signed, too.

IIon. BE. W. . FOWLES: Yes; I believe
Senator Pearce represented the Commom
weoalth at that coavention. The countries
which signed the regulations were the

Unite:l States of America, Belgium, Bolivia,
i

Brazi!, the PBritish Empire, China, Cuba,
Feuador, France, Greece, Guatemala, Haitl,
the  Hedjaz, Honduras, TItaly, Japan,

Liberia, Nmaragua, Panama Peru, Poland,
Pmtugdl Roumania, the Serb-Croat-Slovene
State, Siam, Uzecho- Slovakm, and Uruguay.
Those include practically all the countries
of the world exeept Russia and South
“irica. I supposec that Russia was not repre-
at the convention. I have learnt
mt in @outh Africa there are huge schemes
croplanes like mosguitoes all
cver t‘ue continent. As a result, probably,
of Claptain Ross Smith’s trip and Lieutenant
Parer’s trip in the Dutech East Indies they
have arranged daily tours for aerial post
and passenger services. In Siam also they
have an serial post. have the report here
on the Paris and London air route up to
the 3%h October last for fourteen months.
During that time 00 passengers and
£260.000 worth of gowds were carried. The

apntod

total flights amounted to 300,000 miles. I
understand that the sevvice is absolutely

reliable and regular, and there has not been
a single aceident on it. It is about time that
the Govermment here got a hustle on with

{Heon. 4. J. Jones.

and, 1f

mﬁcnl report on the New York- Chicago
air service is that it is 95 per cent. pufect,
the commercial circles of Australia
will only start aerial navigation, I bslieve
that in a very short time we shall see mails
corvied to West Ausiralia by air, and also
to the Neorthern Territory, which will not
then be as far awawv as the South Pole from
bane, but will within twenty-four
journer. I look to acrial navigation
to tdk(—\ he plece of our railways so far as
ors ave concerned, and I claim that
t the Government can do is to foster
every possible wav., In fact, they
offer a bozus for the lmprovement of
e er As a matter of fact,
¢ is a young man, named Friend, whose
ines heat the Rolls-Royce enm'ne‘. With
invention he ahenl utely controls 45 per
the er of the petrol used. It
encourage-
ins of Australia, instead of
Yo Frauce and the United

time that we gave some
tlh

0
i0L S ELCYY
ffoxcunresrLe  Mrpuper: X
howe crying ¢ stinkiz

a.

. T
oW I
et of the

&

I. FOWLES: Where did
o i
Was he

ron and stcel works come
Queenslander ?

£
hmv‘.

An 1lloxovriste MeMBOR: Iie came from
the only steel works in Australia; the
Gove nmwl.t did not bring hxm from ocutside
4 -

Austral

;ION. F H. FOWLEH: I read in the
“ Steudard” yesterday this paragraph—

It is renorted from Tekio that the
nanese \Iavv Department is increas-
ug its seaplane corps from two to fifteen,

(’Ovnprl iry 286 planes and mother shxps
of the British modol now building.”
In view of the fact that the Commonwealth
control the defonces of Australia, it s a very
thing to hand over the control of
gation to that authority. If the
{ ¥ Jmonweahh had been founded before the
Ststos were founded, we should have had a
uniform railway gaurrc at the present time,
and we should not have to spend millions
of money to viake the gauge uniform. At
ail events, we shall have a uniform gauge in
the air. The regulations which will be
issued will he the most important feature
under this Bill, and I have Jmt one protest
to make in this connection. In view of the
fact that we are handing over everything
inn connection with aerial navmahoﬂ to ’chn
Federal Parliament, I think members should
have been supplied with a copy of the regu-
lations, which are in print. Those regula-
tions quulrc overy machine to-carry a tail
liht and starboard and port lights the same
steamers. There are also some regulations
dealing \Vltl low flying, pilot certificates,
engnnoera ‘1<’en°cs, etec. My second ground
f protest is that the local authorities have
0' been given any power under this Bill.
I understand that 20 per cent. of the local
authoritics down South have offered to build
seroplane landing places for the Federal
Government.
Hon. W. F. FinLavysox: Would you pat
that in the Local Authorities Bill?

Hox. B W. H. FOWLES: I think the
iocal authorities ought to have the oppor-
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tunity of making landing grounds for air-
ships.

An HHONOURABLE
to p
that?

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: Everything is
to be handed over to the Iederal authori-
ties, except the controlling of State-owned
aircraft or aerodromes, the use of State alr-
craft operating within the State, and police
DOWers. look to the time when passengers
and meails will be carried at the rate of
70 miles per hour over places where Burke
and Wills, Kennedy, and Leichhardt once
paimuhv trod.” Those who take an interest in
our Corstituticn will have observed that
there h( s been growing up since l*ederatjon
a Cabinet of State Promiers and State Treas-
urers who mect in Melbourne or Sydney, very
frequectly at Cup time, and that those State
Premiers and State Treasurers with the
Prime Minister and the Treasurer of the
rmonwealth  settle matters for their
and very often Queens-
interests go overboard. Everybody

knows that, if a man lives in

Sydney, there is no other place

in the Commonwealth equal to
I huve 1ix:ed thcre myself. Every—

MEMBER : What is there
rent the local authorities from doing

respective  States,
land’s

ere is no other place iv the Com*nonxealth
worth thinking about.

The SECRETARY #OR BMiNEs: I think you are
wrong in your assumption, because very few
Tutions have been put into cffect that
have been carried at the Plcrmerb Confer-
encer

HON E. W, H. FOWLES: This is really
an llnlfﬂlbtltutl{“ﬂd,l Cah'met of Premiers of
the \.1110115 States agreeing to certain things,
and coming back to their Parliaments and
rusking them through without the Parlia-
ment having fair time to discuss the matter.
When the Premiers go down there, although
they are clothed with a certain amount of
nominal autherity, they should not pledge the
Siates to anything. As a matter of fact, it is
quite unconstitutional. They should thrash out
matters, but not pledge the States to any-
thing. Our Premier pledged the State to
hand over the State Savings Bank.

The SECRETARY FOR MIxes: No, He had to
get the necessary ratification from Parlia-
ment,

Tion. E. W. H. FOWLES: He pledged the
State and signed the agreement before it ever
came before Parliament. There is really a
dangerous precedent established by the
Premiers meeting in May and pledging
their Parliaments to do certain things.

Hen, T. L. Jones: They do it subject to
Parliamentary ratification,

Hox, I, W. II, FOWLES: There is no
objection to the pledge in this cuse, because
I understand that this legislation is intro-
duced at the express desire of the Trnpcrial
Government. The States got a bit slow on
this matter, and the Imperial Government
eaid, “ Hurry up your Parhaments and pass
that Bill through, because all the other
nations of the world are waiting for it.”
I think that, with the exception that the
lccal authorities cught to have a little power
left to them wunder 1it, this Bill is very
useful and neccessary, and it will, therefore,
have our support.

Question—That -the Bill be now I‘C’Ld a
second time—put and passed.

T
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COMMITTEE.
(Hon, T. Newitt in the chair.))
Clause 1 put and passed.
Clause 2—“ Control of air navigalion
referred to Commonwealth Parliament ’—
Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: Ie under-

stood that, in anticipation of the State
}’arlmmepts pasglng the Bill, it had already
passed ilrough the Federal Parliament on
22nd November.

The HEECRETARY FOR MINES:
sare,

Clause put and passed.

Clause 3, and preamble, put and passed.

The Council resumed. The CHAIRMAN
reported the Bill without amendment.

The third reading of the Bill was made an
Order of thoe Day for to-morrow.

I am not quite

ADJOURNMENT.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I beg
to move—That the Council do now adjourn.
The [first business to-morrow will be the
socond! reading of the Chillagoe and Ether-
id Rallways Act Amendment Bill,

Hon. B. W. H. Fowres: Docs that refer
to the £103,000 that has been illegally
expeirded on Chillagoe? If it does net refor
to that, I have a question to ask; if it does
refer to it, I need not ask any quertion.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The hon.
gentieman should give notice of his question,
but I do not know of any £103,000 which
has been illegally spent. Probably the acts
of the hon. gentleman in this Council have
made it necossary for us to ask for moro
funds to carry on operations at Chillagoc.
The present Act will be broadened by this
Bill, which will give us an cpportunity of
“arrying on at phnlagoe to greater advantage
than in the past, and I hope it will gain the
support of the ma]orlty of members of the
Council.

Hon. B, W, H. Fowrss:
General, on page 70 of his report,
the money was illegally spent.

Question put and passed.

The Council adjourned at ten minutes past
5 o'clock p.m.

o
ge

The Auditor-
said that





