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QUESTIONS,
METROPOLITAN WATER 4ND SEwrrRacE BOARD

Mr. FRY (Hurilpa) asked the Treasurer—-
“In view of the Auditor-General’s
report upon the working of the Metropo-
litan Water Supply and Sewerage Board,
wherein he states that the progress of the
work at the 3lst December lazt was of a
very unsatisfactors nature; and in view
of the extraordinary rumours which are
being circulated concerning the efficiency
of the preparatory work in connection
with the sewerage scheme, will he inform
the House—
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“ 1. If it is the intention of the Govern-
ment to cause an inquiry to be made
into the affairs of the board?

“2 If so, will he appoint a Royal
Commission, presided over by a judge of
the Supreme or District Court, to make
the inquiry?

“2z Ts the reported increase in the
water rate of 25 per cent. to be charged
for the year 1921 in respect of ail lands
upon which any building is erected, and
also the advance of 27.27 per cent.
(approximately 27% per cent.) on the rate
charged on vacant lands for 1920, duc to
mismanagement of the board’s affairs?”

The TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly,
Paddington) replicd—

1. The Government’s intention to
appoint a Royal Commission was
announced some wecks ago.

“2 A competent commissioner will be
appointed. -The Government is endeav-
ouring to sccure the scrvices of a watber
and sewerage expert.

¢ 3. The hon. member should know that
this is entirely a matter for the board,
which is elected by the ratepayers.”

TeaM or OFFICE OF AUDITOR-GENERAL.
Mr. MORGAN (Murilla) asked the
Premier—

«1, Was the present Auditor-General
appointed under agreement with the Go-
vernment that his term of office was to be
for a specific number of ycars only?

2, If so, for what number of years?

“3 Will ho lay on the table of the
House all correspondence between the
Government and the Auditor-General
relating to Mr. Robertson’s appointment
to the office ?”

The PREMIER
‘hillagoe) replied—

“ 1, No.

‘2. See answer to No. L.

“3. I table it now.”

Whereupon the Premier laid upon the table
the correspondence asked for.

(Hon. E. G. Theodore,

FORFEITED PRICKLY-PEAR AND AGRICULTURAL
SELECTIONS.

Mr. MORGAN asked the Secretary for
Public Lands—
“ How many—(a) prickly-pear selec-
tious; () ordinary agricultural sclections
(cither under perpetual lease or the old
tenure), were forfeited during the year
ended 30th June last ?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. J. H. Coyne, Warrego) replied—

“(a) Prickly-pear

(8) agricultural selections—agricultural

farms, 122; perpetual lease selections,
292; total, 414.”

selections, 309;

PAYMENT OF KXPENSES OF MEMBERS OF PARLIA-
MENT DURING KLECTION CAMPAIGNS,

Mr SWAYNE (Mirant) asker the Premier—
“1. Did the State pay, or was if
committed to pay, the expenses of any
member or members of Parliament while
engaged in promoting the Labour party

[ASSEMBLY.]
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interests in—(a) the 1919 Federal election
campaign; (b) the New South Wales
State elcetion campaign of 19207
“9 If so, what members benefited ?
3 What were the sums paid or
payable to cach member in respect of
the matters mentioned in 1?”

The PREMIER replied—

“1. to 3. Certain members received
out-of pocket expenses to visit Southern
States to reply to grossly misleading
statements about Queensland which were
being circulated during the Federal elec-
tion. No payments were made o mem-
bers participating in the New South
Wales elections.”

Licexses 70 MOTOR-DRIVERS.
Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Oxley) asked the
Home Secretary—

“ What decision has he come to in
regard to the desirability of Issuing
licenses to motor-drivers who must first
be required to demonstrate their effici-
ency ?”’

The HOME SECRETARY
McCormack, Cairns) replied—
“ Matter is under consideration.”

(Hon. W.

EXPENDITURE ON OUTDCOR RELIEF 3Y UNIOR
OFFICIALS.
Mr. BLPHINSTONE asked the
Secretary—

“1, Tn connection with the sum of
£78,859 11s. 4d., ecxpenditure on out-
door relief during last financial year,
was any of this relief distribution
entrusted to union officials; if so, how
much, and at what centres?

“9 What amount in oubdoor relief
has been expended during the current
financial year up to 30th November?”

The HOME SECRETARY replied—

‘1. No.
¢ £29,895 6s. 2d.”

Home

Cost oF ScHooL TrACHER'S RESIDENCE AT
RUNCORN.

Mr. DLPHINSTONE asked the Secretary
for Public Works—

1. What was the actual cost of the
erection of the school feacher’s residence
at Runcorn, exclusive of materials used
from the old building?

<2 What was the approximate value of
the old materials used?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. J. A. Fihelly, Paddington) replied—

“1 and 2. £896 12s. 9d., inclusive of

an additional veranda, etc. Materials

from the old building were not used, the

sum of £57 having been realised by the

sale of the old residence for removal—

making net ocost of now residence
£839 12s. 94.”
RARCOO By-ELECTION—ACTION  AGAINST

DEFAULTING JLECTORS.
Mr, ELPHINSTONE asked the Attorney-
General—
_ “ 1. Is it a fact that after the by-election
at Barcoo, consequent upon the Hon.
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T, J. Ryan’s resignation, his department
instructed the police magistrate to issue
notices to 2,000 electors who failed to
record their votes?

“ 2. If so, will he inform the House as
to whether the magistrate has taken
action; and, if so, the reasons furnished
by the defaulting clectors ?”’

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, #linders) replied—

‘1, The returning officer for Barcoo
ued notices to those electors of the
Barcoo electoral district who failed to
record their votes at the by-election
referred to.

2. Action was taken against those
eleators whose reasons for not voting were
considered unsatisfactory.”

DESTRUCITON OF FLyiNg Foxgs BY Frawe-

THROWERS OR POISONOUS (GASES.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE asked the Secretary
for Agriculture—

‘1. What further action, if any, is
being taken by the depariment in the
matter of the drmt"um.(,n of flying foxes
by means of flame-threwers or poisonous

‘2. Doc¢s he consider that the previous
experiments were successful 777
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PricE: O D Burcuzr’s SHOP,
H BRISPANE.

Minister

Mr. E"PHL\%'"O\ ed the

in Charge of State SRR
¢ \V‘ at are the differences in the retail
prices at i 142 shops in Victoria
of —(«) the Luef

&

hw

hene,
umtmn, and (&) vopular

as compared with those
; the (ﬂ)\mwf of these shops?”’

The TREASURER replied—

Present
Price,
54d.
9.
oI 8 54
Corned lOLulJ. 8id.
Legs of muton od.
Shoulder of mutton 5id.
Loin chops 9.
Price when
Shop Opened
15th May, Price,

#(b) Btate Fishery— 1918. May, 1920.
Sea muilet ... 4d. and 4% 55d., 6d.,
and 65d
Mangrove mullet ... Td. 8d.
Bream 8d. 8d.
Whiting 9d. 10d.
Gar 8d. 8d.
Tailer 5d. 8d.”

1920—2 &
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CHILLAGOE AND ETHERIDGE ACTS
AMENDMENT BILL.
THIRD READING.

On the motion of the PREMIER, this
Bill was rcad a third time, passed, and
ordercd to be transmitted to the Council
for their concurrence by message in the
usual form,.

STUPPLY—RESUMPTION OF
COMMITTEE,

TXECTUTIVE AND LEGISLATIVE.

LLEXCY THE GOVERNOR.

1R moved—That £2,368 bs
granted for * His Txccllency the Governor,”
balance of wvote. There was very little
change in this vote. and he did not know
that any cxplanation of it was required,
but if hon. members desired- any information
in regard to i, he would be pleased to
furnizh such information.

Tha

Mr. MOGRE (duwbhigny): There was an
irerease of nearly £800 in the itom of travel-
ling expenses, prioting, stationery, postage,
cte., and he should ¢ to know what was
the reason for at increase? ‘'There were

two s he would like to draw
ition to on the chief voi

'rue B R: We are discus the

‘overeor now, ~r‘d it would, perhaps, be
beﬁter to lt tH we come to the depart-

mientel voto.

in the

o
Txpenses,

o > \ln»s

a uﬂ‘r vot

mient th}s ym* were not asl aby more
tha vas tho wonld ficient  to
¥ the O s reqiremients when
travelling about the Stats dur pg the finan-
cial woar. It was a vote over which the
Government bad verv little control, as the

3 wt be allowed a fair amount
of (hﬁcrehorw

Mr. Moos What is the uniform for?

The PREMIER: He did not see
on of a uniform in the vote.
Toore: The Auditor-Glener
at page 164, mo

any

3 report,

oned uniforms. qughter.)
The PreaEr: We are on the mates
Euertion put and passed.

ECTTIVE COTUNCIL.
moved—That £110 bhe
ve Council.” Thers
practically no ch in that vote, and
10 explanation was required.

Cuestion put and passed.

LEGISLATIVE <OUNCIL.

The DPF‘FTEp moved—That £1,840 be
granted for ¢ Legi:lative Council.” The
amount cxpended last year was £1,578, and
the increase was chiefly due to increased
salaries and a small additional amount was
required for postages, telegrams, eto.

Mr., MOORE: Ilec was surprised to see
that vote on the Kstimates at all. When
the Constitution Aet Amendment Bill was
going through in 1915, the Premier pointed

Mr. Hoore.]
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out that the first plank of the fighting plat-
form of the Labour party has been the
abolition of the Legislative Council. It
scermoed an extraordinary thing, when a vote
was t.lkmL on the aboiition of the Legislative
Counecil and there was a 66,000 nﬂ}onty in
favour of the retention of the Legislative
Council, that the Government decided to
honour the wizhas of the people, but they
did not attempt to honour ihc Wlsh&‘b of the
pecple on every cccasion. That was one of
the votes that he 'thought would be cut out.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Tho question
of the abolitim] of the I.cgistative Council
is not involved in this wote.

My, MOORE: It wa J'n‘:on.ﬂd as there
was o sumn of money on the Stll"l ates for
expenditure in connection with the Council.

The CITAIRMAN: 1

would pmnt out to

the hon. membeor theat the question is that
£1,£90 be gra anted im the Legislative Coun-
1. The hon. member must 10‘,ogmso tnat
not in order to i the question of

5 1o of the other Ch)ﬂnbnl on this
vote, The amendment of the Constitution is
not hefore the Committee.

Mr. MOORE : He moved as an amendment
that the vote be reduced by £1.

The PremiEr: Who would you like the
£1 taken from? Tie mewsenger?

Mr. MOORE: Taken off the salary of
the President of the Council. (Laughter.)

The Previer: His salary is not appro-
priated under this vote.

Mr. MOORE: Then, teke
1 of Committees.

th

©

cen off the Chaix-

The Paemier: His salary is not appro-
priated in this vote, either. Have another
guess.

Mr., MOORE: During the last election
menibers of the Upper House stated that if
the Upper House was not abolished they
would resign.

The TrE2CRER : Do you want it abolished?

Mr. MOORE: Fe wanted it abolished as

at g\rosent constituted, and have an elected
Chamber so that they would have some pro-
tection for the people. It was an unsatis-

factory position for that House to be in.
They had had definite statements made that

the Council was to be abolished, and he
wanted the Government to keep their
pledges.

Hox, W. H. BARNES: Ile noticed the

number of employces connected with the
Council was the same—soven. Also, he
noticed that the persen who had reccived the
least consideration was the one who was ab
the bottom rung of the ladder. The Clerk
of the Council advanced from £480 to £510,
the messengers from £385 to £500; while the
office cleaner went up by only £15.

The Houme SecrETARY: Those people are
under an award.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Repecatedly the
poor widows and orphans had been trotted

out, yet they found that one of the first
fhmgs done by the Government when they
started increasing salaries was to recognise
that particular person to the extent of £15!
Did hon. members opposite approve of that
form of dealing with advances?

The PreEmiER: The office cleaner in your
time was getting £45 in the Legislative
Council.

{Mr. Moore.

TMBLY.] Srpply.
Hox. W. H. BARNES: It was all very
well for the Premier to trot that out. Since

this Government had come into office the
cost of living had gone up at a tremendous
rate. Surely, it would not be suggested that
it was possible for the office cleaner to live
on £95 a year. Yet the Government, sup-
ported by people who were clalmmg they
were out to help the person who was right
down at the bottom of the ladder, xmd
increased this  particular salary by £15.
Bid hon. members op,)ml e favour that kind
of rige? If they did, they must have recedad
from the stand they ropvntcdly had taken up
in the past Thers was a fairly big incrcase
in regard to postage, telegrams, and inci-
dentals. Was that necc ssary? Would it nob
bo oS sible to take something off thet and
give it to_the poor o-hcn cleancr? ITe was
sure the Premier would have some explana-
tion to give as to why that condition of

ITER said the salary provided
vy fixed by the award which
apphod to offica cleaners, and the salaries
in connection with swhich large increases
came under the agreements and awards of
the court. A salary of £95 a year was
not very large, but it wes a vast increase
on w h<.‘r was \)l’(‘\’ld(‘d by the hon. member
when, he was a ember of & CGovern-
ment.  When the La,bour party were in
oppusition ther had to protest after
vear to get the wages of some
were  only  getting £39 a
increased. When the hon.
into financial difficulties in
thing he «id was o stop the £10 automatic
increases provided by the regulations for
junior officers of the public service getting
£100 a year and upwards. The hon. gentle-
indulged in talk about oxtrava-
is session and in previous sessions
he mque\l to get back to Pallia—
ent; but the first tnmg he now tried to
do was tn increare t;m Hetimates and get a
further amount provid The hon. gentle-
man wanted to know why they were increas-
ing the e\ponfhtulc this year by £8060,000,
but he knew that most of if went in increazed
salaries and wag awarded by the court,
and his first request now was that further
increases should be provided. This Govern-
ment would oxtend a fair deal to the public
servants, and would not attempt, like the
hon. f:ontlom;m; to avoid their obligations
wder the award. They recog sed thvt the
Government must be a model employer, and
there would be no attempt to deprive the
office cleaner or any cther officer of increases.
e did not think it was necessary to make
any further cxplanation.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett) supported the
amendment to reduce the vote by £1, and
thought it was desirable that the Opposi-
tion should protest against the vote at all.
He protested against the actions of the
Government, which were contrary to the
views they had been advocating. The Oppo-
sition were giving the Government an oppor-
tunity of showing whether they were sincere
byx enabling them to reduce the vote by £1.

year

gentleman  got
1915, the first

sinee

08

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton) supported
the amendment, because the Council, as at
present constituted, was a danger to Queens-
land.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
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Mr. bLBP-'\G TON: In regard to the
salary of £090, about which the Premier
had given an explanation, there were two

Ways of deal ng with matters, Some time
ago a widow's goods were seized, and she
was put into thb law ccurt, and the fraternity
divided something like £13,000 of her pro-
perty between them. Ile wanted to call the
attention of the Premier and the hon.
member for Rockhamvpton, who was always
talking about the widows, to , and to
mako clear the difference in trsatment.

The CHAIRMAN: Ordex!

Amendment negatived,
and passed.

and question put

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

The T’RF‘“‘&LR moved—"That £4,22) be
granted for ‘“ Legislative Assembly.” There
wore a few alteration 18, brought about by
inmm" for iries under the classifica-
tion, but there was a reduction in the total
votc, as cormpared with the expenditure last

car, and also as coempared with the vote
Xast vesr, when ther had to provide a
retiving allowanes for the late Clerk of the

Legislative Assembly.  That had not to be
provided this vear.

Mr. FRY (Hurilp:) asked for what period
the messenger worked who was put down at
0607
£607

The PREMIER : He was informed by the
Speaker that this messenger was emploved
(‘urm«* the session, and in the recess work
15 found for him in other departments.

Lir. FRY : It seemed
to pay

a very small amount,
him at the rate of £60 a year.

W. Brrrram: e

lad of

is only a

fRY They had heard the Chamber
f»’()m all to wall, and from floor to
roof, with a(‘count% of the hardships men

1\)(})011'1wod in trying to make ends meet,

avd he could not 2llow the matter to pass
without inguirv, The amount was very
small. and he would like to be reassured

that the boy was only fourteen years of age.

These boys generally grow very old before

their salaries were increased, (Laughter.)
Ruestion put and passed.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AND LEGISLATIVE
ASSEMBLY.

The PRTMTER moved—That £15867 be

ranted for Lomslah"o Courcil and Legis-
]atlvc :\nsnmb]v There was a ehght
increase over the actusl appropriation last
vear, hnt the expenditure last year was more
than the appropriation. Ccrtqm increases
were provided in the salavies of the repc
ing and other staffs, ¥le did not think it
was ne arv to call attention to any other
items, but he would answer any cquestion
hon. members desired to put.

Mr. MOCRE called attention to an item
of £1,000 in contingencics for Refreshment
Rooms.” The Auditor-General, in his report
on the Parliamentary Refreshment Rooms,

pointed out that there was a

[4 pm.] loss of £1,485 13s. 4d., and an

actual loss of £421 on the food.

It seemed a most extraordinary thing that

the taxpayvers of Queensland should be called

upon to pay for the meals of members of
Parliament.

OrrosITION MEMBERS :

Hear, hear!

[7 DrcEMBER. ]
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Mr. MO(‘RF- Then, salaries had been

increascd up to ug 00, uhd surely to goodness,
they +hould be seif- suppuxtlng ! He suggested
that an increase in the charge of meals bs
made.

What

BERTRAM wounld you

3Mr. MOORE: It was not for him to
dictate to 1\0 Refreshment Rooms Committee,
But if 1« &d. would cover it, why not make
it that hwmn" Tie also noticed thac “ Han-
savd 7 :md ¢ Printing 7’ cost more than the
timate last year, and he did not know
b1t was altowobhor to the benefit of the
penple of the ®tate that twenty-four free
“Hansards shomd bo given to every miem-

r. They cost a good deal of monev, and
ov all know that a large amount of the
inii matter connected with the House
tod.
The PreEurer: What about cutting out
+ Hzn‘.mrd 7 altogether?
Mr. MOORT: He would not care, as he

aid no‘( send out a single copy—it would not
affeet him at all. There were Labour mem-
bers who sent “ Hansavds 77 into his electo-
rate with passages marked, but they really
did not do much good. (Laughter.) He did
not think it was worth the cost.

Many reductions could be made in the
cxpenditure at present, and that item was
cve of them. Parliamentary papers and

proof copies of ¢ ITansard” were left lying
bout the committee rooms often unopened.
o thought the Printing Committee could
economise in_many wavs. Wih regard to
he item  “ Tibravy Books, Binding, and
Periodiesls,” which he noticed wos cut down
from £500 to £300, he would like to know
the vewson for the reduction? Were they
going to cut out some of the papers, or
reduce the number of books?

Nr. PETRIW (szm?mi) Concerning the
price charged for meals, he had given notice
of a qu estion relating to it nd was fold
it wwas a matter for the Qoﬁ'mhmont Rooms
Clommittee.  They could not geb as good
a meal outside under 2s. 6d. as the meal
they paid 1s. for in the refreshment-rooms.
Tt was 12 something was done to adjust
matters.

He particularly wanted to eall attention to
the item of ¢ Repair:, Xeening Grounds in
Ordav, ete..” for which £104 was voted, If
any little thing went wrong, such as a tap

out of order, ar a ir being hroken. the
Cletk of the Tiegislative Aszsemhly had to
writo to the Works Department, who pro-

bably would send a couple of men to inspect
the damaged article. (md. perhaps, a fort-
night might elapse before the thing was pub
in order. He thought they should revert
to the old system, whereby such matteors were
left in the hands of the Clerk of the
Assombly to fix up immediately by direction
of the Speaker or the committee in charge.

Hon, W. BErTRAM: Are you not aware
that the members of the committee have
already given those directions?

Mr. PETRIE: What he suggested was
that an amount should be placed on the

Fstimates to cover such repairs, without
having to approach the Works Department.

Mr. MORGAN : Considering that every-
body was economising at present, he thought
the time had come when Parliament should
also exercise economy. He thought the cost
of ‘Hansard and Printing” could be

Mr. Morgan.]
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reduced by at least £2,000, and he hoped
the Premier would endeavour to see that it
was carried out.

Regarding the refreshment-rooms, it was
a well-known fact that the meals which mem-
bers got thcre for 1s. could not be obtained
in any hotel for less than 3s. He did not
advocate that a profit should be made, butb
the Committee must see that 1s. was not
sufficient. It should be at least s, 6d., which
might meet the cost. They should lot people
outside see thdt they were prepared to
cconomise, and do without things at present
which at other times they would be justified
in having.

The PREMIER : With regard to the ques-
tion of charges in the refreshment-rooms,
that matter was now under vevision by the
committee. It had been realised by everyone
that the charges were far less than the meals
could be suppli for, and the committee
would be justified in increasing the charge.
Members got no particular advantage from
the small charge made, and yet there was
nwcT‘ misunderstanding outside of Parlia-

Some people thought that frece meals
supplied to members. IZe hoped the com-
come to an early decision, and
provision for a reasonable increase.

nent.

1‘11 regard to Hnnsurd and Ceneral
7 he had already ’lm““wd with
peaker on that unf“"

v hich w voguired for
Tansard’ ¢ other 3
cum, £9 600 en d d hst

110 dmmﬂ icn bheing

of course,
complete a
pay lmnvmtar*
116 onge CUU(\‘

0 report was reqi

owing,
i am

nro-

thuvtr
ard”’
by Conmcnqng

8 Bills, and on
Of course, on sieh
i Btatement and
of Bills members

fully reported. 1t
> to the chief of the
 that menbers weore

¢ ,‘ccuiﬂ
Other
adopted

sures
ud Would

Ie did not quite
¢
I

ar as exenclslng
: \uxt'llmﬂ ‘l ansard.” At
c;mh memher  wa upplied with

nty-four copies, and v"u few were posted,
chably due to the {act that tno pottagf‘
m(*regch to 4s. for each ““Hansard.”

W
iie was not in favour of cutting down the

», whether made in Com-
ttee or in the House; the reports should
appear fully, as they had done in the vast.
There were a lot of valuable reasons given
in Committee by members, and they should
be reported in full.

Hr. DUNSTAN:
12 o’clock ?

[Mr. Morgan.

reports of speeches,

What about reporting after

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Mr. CORSER: He was in favour of
1"p01LiT’J°‘ after 12 o’clock at night, especially
the >peccnes of Opposition members. Owing
to the rule relating to 10, full reports after
micdnight when they hag the all- mqht sitting
the other night, a fot of new members on the
Opposition side did not get reported at all,
and their speeches were lo:t to the OO’L!I]t"y
He was not suggesting that there should be
any CuLf‘h‘” c](mn of the reporting staff. So
fav as the “ Fansard” staff fhem':elves were
corcerned, they had the sympathy of every
r of the Touse for the way they
ceyried out their work under adverse condi-
i was quite satisfied that the mem-

the wrd”” staff had to work
hard end fully earned their money—(Hear,
hesr )—and he would like to see full reports
being given all the time, even if they had
to strengthen the staff. With regard to the
ref ment-room a lot hsd bern said about
the inerease in the cost of ‘“the tucker.
Thoere to be an impression amongst
the price should be increased,
«nd no doubi they would find that it would
be made possible to meet that desive,

‘(r COLLINS (Bows#): He was one who
to any curtailment of the rights and
of mbv s of the H»ou«@, and
©to any curtailment of ¢ ITausard.”
in favour—and
bor of years—of

fron o all

Liard

in ovposp
) was
o got
owing
e were
t ® "[IV
e 14" nisted
what
N LlL was
vobte went
site wanthe r{

out f‘f fh“ f ot
through,

to curtail qn»t’mmT they should have curtailed
hed

the Covernor’s vol Reference heen
made to what memhers prid for
If members oppos 'te 3 flnLu'I to be log
aw nttention to
The Common-
m(.(\amd the posiage
for le and from 8d.
ms, vob no hon. member op
an increase in the allov
s to cover the cosi of postare. T
well, as a meomb

for his lettors and tele-
nee he ived from
1 to  the

ways boen a
¢ in r‘“’r C ‘rhncnt. ] morcy always
Led to be voted to cover ths loss. They did
1not it to be understocd outside that
they were receiving free meals, and he did
not feel dispesed to irereass the amount for
: The country was not that poor thatg
it could not afford to provide decent meals.

Hox. W, BERTRAM (¥ aree): There were
some conflicting statements from hon. mem-
bers in conuection with this vote. On the
one hand it was urged by the Premier and

Treasurer that he should curtail expenditure
go far as Parliament was concerned. On the
other hand he had been asked by the leader
of the Nationalist party, the Hon. W.
BRarnes, and also by the hon. member for

o]
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Albert, to provide additional accommodation
for them.

Mr. Pererson: Because they cannot hit it
together.

Hox. W. BERTRAM: No. He was
anxious to please members on both sides of
the Heuse. (Hear, hear!) The position,
however, was that they could not provide
accommedation for eve of ths
House witheut ineurri HEE.
was hot
micr and
as fov as g !
m the hon. 1
vide ¢ file of ro

arty roomn i
more
other th
member fo
he be allowed to
Fie eould net pros
members. He did
Nationalist  party wa

rer to curt expend
fe. Yet he had a requ
simber for Toombal to pro-
spapers in the Nati i
: ha

v

requesh
s and {or
The hon.

that the

great

1ot know
‘e put to a
incenvenicnee bv having to go, as Govern-
ment members hed to go, upstairs to pick

up their mails. Members opposite were not
consistent, as on the one hand they urged
ecconomy and on the other they

[4.30 p.m.] werr always asking for the

expenditure of large sums of
money. e was being continually urged by
members of the Opposition to provide
accommodation for members and to provide
for additional expenditure,

Mr. Erprixstone: Have
accommodation for members
tive Council recently ?

Hox. W. BERTRAM: Not so far as he
knew. The President of the Legislative
Council might know; but he did nct think
they had provided any new accommodation
for members of the Legislative Council for
the past eight or ten months. The Premier
had asked him if it was not possible to
curtail expenditure in connection with print-
ing, and, like the Premier and other hon.
members, he thought there was scope for
economy in that direction. IIe believed that
thousands ‘could be saved by curtailing
expenditure in connection with the printing
of parliamentary papers, but he dare not
talke it upon himself to curtail thosc papers
unless the House approved of it. The Home
Secretary, when he was Speaker, took it
upon himself to curtail the manner in which
amendments from the other Chamber were
put before the Assembly, and a howl of
indignation Immediately arose.

vou provided
of the Legisla-

Hon. W. H. Barxes: It was not at all
satisfactory. .
Hox. W. BERTRAM: All he could say

was that the system was in operation in
other Parliaments, and he belicved it had
worked catisfactori A number of papers
were sent tc members every meorning, costing
many pounds to print, some of which were
never opencd. Every member was supplied
with a proof of ‘““Votes and Proceedings,”
a proof copy of ‘“ Han:ard,” and a copy of
every paper that was printed. In many
cases those papers were thrown in the waste-
paper basket, and he thought, if the
Printing Commit got sericusly to work,
£1,000 annually cculd be saved in that direc-
tion elene. The trouble was that the moment
he exercised any right he had in that regard,
there would be a howl of indignation from

members—probably from members on  the
Government side as well a= from members

of the Oppe n.
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In regard to the cost of meals, both the
hon. member for Burnett and the hon. mem-
ber for Toombul knew that at the last
meeting of the Refreshment-room Committee
he did his utmost to have the price of meals
raised; and if the price was not raised, it
would not be thé fault of the Speaker. As

regards ““THansar he had a chat with
the Premier, suggested that some
method ight adopted whereby  they

il expenditure, and he (Ar

cok it upon himsclf to immedintaly
of the “Hansarl”

He had askad

sand writer to cut dows

short

on the infroductory stage: of

ight be well, while hs

o subjoct, to inform hon. members

th he intended, in future, to preveasy

speoches on the introductory stages of Bill
He had also instructed chief of tns
¢ Hansard” staff definitely to report speeches
in Committee in the third person, and only
to repori fully on the second reading stage
of a Bill

Mr. FErrurxstrosk: Do you make any
charge to membors who cccupy bedrooms in
the Parliamentary Buildings?

Fox. W, BERTRAM : There were o _cer-
tain pumber of bedrooms available. Min-
isters of the Crown occupied bedrooms, the
Speaker had a bedroom, and the leader of
the Opposition and others also had bedrooms.

Mr. Erirmisstose: It is the “others” I
am referring to.

foNx. W. BERTRAM: The Chairman of
Committess had a bedroom, and the Whip
of the Government party also had a bed-
room, and he understood that those bed-
rooms svere sometimes occupied by mem-
bers of Parlinment other than Mimsters of
the Crown. There was no harm in saying
that the bedroom provided for the leader of
the Opposition was somctimes occupied by
persons other than the leader of the Opposi-
tion. Fle did not want to enter into a party
debate, but he wished to impress upon mem-
bers that the Premier had asked him to

%

the

A

curtail expenditure in connection with
“Yiansard” and printing. They spent

soraething like £9,600 last year in that con-
nection, and he hoped they would be able
to reduce the expenditure to £8000 or a
little less this year. In Conclusion,. he wished
to say that the cfficers of Parllamﬁnt—hn
was sperking of the whole of the officers of
Parliament—generally speaking, were under-
paid. It was not too much to say that the
officors  of Parliament were discontented.
He thought thev had hardly been given &
fair deal. and he cxpressed the hope that
they would be dealt h more generously
in the future. (Hear, hear!)

Fion. W. H. BARNES: There were one
or two matbers he wished to specifically refer
to. because the hon. member had made refer-
ence to the tional party. He thought the
request of the National party for a meeting-
room was an absolutely fair one.

Ton. W. BErTRaM: You got it.

Hov. W. H. BARNES: Ves; but the hon.
memnber linked up the hon. member for
Albevt. ITe (Mr. Barnes) was an ex-Minister,
and as such he was as much entitled
to opter the o i v5' room as the hon,
membor for Albert, and he might say that,
so far as the hon. member for Albert wa

Hon. W. H. Bornes

]




concerned, he never took the slightest excep-
tion 1o it what s : position? It
otten maf the Nationalist
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must not be fo

party represented at least the sccond hishest
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to nek t'!m“‘ i should ha a meefing-
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nounng improper
d he would have been
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Tt was perfectls
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for UlO lender of

not an unfaly
National party
concessien!  But the

should tako

wt no man
e did not gct a bedroom.

;oib was
aof the

any

Whilst ] as much a conveni-
ence to him to the leader of the Opposi-
tion to have a badrcom, he was perfectly
prepared  to that privilege in the
1 #te of econon The ho1 member for

d a qu n by way of interjeec-

h
had

was not answered,

and he (Mr.
put the g

zestion more definitely,

¢ net Was it not a
t e not ocetpying
an official p and who were pot mem-
be of  the were  provided with
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it not a fact that
your room  on

He was simply
hon, geutleman
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does  the
with their

hon., n
he did not
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more for their

Postages had
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v did not menti and that
that monibors’ sliowances had
_He asked this question in
! witld he, as a member
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fact
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ise th o hould
ol get romothing ‘b they ought not to
he @ot vl behind the
nud the Premier v going
the tariff. He hat there

was an awmownt of 1, OUO on tuo Esti

for Did

freshment-rooms, Promier

really mean that £1,000 was going to pay
the cost of the ucfu ‘mwh* oms for the
7 In spite of the act that there was

of £1,800 last vear In connection with

) ~hxnnnt‘Lo . they deliberately
en the Hstimates £1,000 which they

oo

st

could not, under circum-
cover the cost,

W H L Barnes.

ordinary
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The HodMe SECRETARY : You have been get-
ting the benefit of some of the profits the
driukers have been making.

Hox. W. H. BARNIES: Whatevor he had
in the room—and he frequented the room
fairly freely—he paid for at the tariff rates;
but let members be honest w themselves
and wot talk to the gull and say they
wanted cartain things done and then bring
tmates ©f vxpenditure wwhich they

ore only per o tes and could
r':di,‘ed vnd'\r ry circunt
Ttimate

- the pren»ditul Q.

It will if we do not

knew the

to ’;f\f ont as scon
- thoy would not sib
i ﬂt he a way out,

L RATNNES:

ST

ironths, and t

¢
regard to nwa he adwmitiod

th“l(} were plenty the couunfry
I'ke to gat - 15 was nob
going to be ver; re cut down
one-half,  Was it ot very much better to

give thoso men who were practically storving
on the streets of tho IS money from that
surce rather than to koep “ Hansavd” as it
wnd starve those men?  Ife hoped the
or and Premier would see that busin
re adopted.

M contended that if a room
d for members of the Legisla-
the e ¢ should ho
disporal  of the National
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have vﬁ‘n

prov
Clouneil
at 1210

the
ignored in
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T Tt was vight,
vl‘o war Bpeaker
s well as he did
nve committers w ‘uch W
cd together.

FTERRICKS (,“mlr‘h Brishanc) espressed

ovd cuppestion that the
f > should
d that the delivery of
v papers to membeors
be aholithed. Theve
nend in regard to the
o to mermbers ir‘ﬂx%-

h

h,
ment
shou!

W 1‘r

o5 of p:»r]i
morning

(")‘ﬂ
cneh

avery phase of public mwttm's
calt with in the veports. An
n*’rf,‘v‘;vo would he deeply

inferested in th T the Depart-
ment of Loy an Stock, and the
same would lv in regard to members

mining conztituencien,  Others

torestad In sugar. Stats industries,
and w0 forth. Teonomy eould be effocted,
Hom“ or, in rd to the annual reports.
hars mmhf indicate to the Clerk or to
» wwhich reports tho*‘ were desir-
ous nf nb iining. They could then he sup-
plied with those reports in which they would
be interested, and not have their hoxes filled
with printing matter, the prepazration of

W, r»ur\i b
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which was very expensive, and which they
might not have the time or inclination to
peruse or make use of. There would aleo be
a complete separate set in the library if a
member thought he would Like to leok into
another report he had not reeccived. A
stem wi2s initivted in the Federal Parlia-
moent while he was a member in regard to
the “Votes and Proecedings ’vlo‘ub. s
asked to indicats whether the i
3 volumes.  Seme members did uob
require them, ospe ially  those living at a
neon, Iy W(‘""i be ax well for hon, me:
to have the opportunity of netifying
t‘zc they would forego the reee q t of those

volumes. Fe ¢did not welecome the suggested
*'nmmm of “Hlansard,” because a lot of
peopic in the coun'ry were i ; K

o«

nsard” eontainsd,
uch to m«—tmpo‘l*ﬂ n ccn“‘ it

m w‘q ok

did
\io.mz““;

provement o
ear hear!) He
wombers and othe
and their parli
nsard” was nof

was

a

looked upon i*
: MD“‘ ng tho
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tha# pn.rtwulur hn
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Wore very accarate,
contained the
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Teripe 3
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chair.
Mr. FERRIC

fe w
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s0Mme

tho eloe-

ton how ms:

the

ho wowdd reguire for
would save an;
1w the R
nolat out to o

© it should be a
ile he was prepar

T

ed to admit
s, too liberal,
peet it to be made pavable,
of attendants had to be

fntion that. v
that the charge was, pert

7 could net ex

there t for the 130 odd mom-
the L‘ 'Thm‘“c Council and Legisla-

tive who might drop in at any
time, tendants and the supply of

food to be a‘m'éy, there whether hon.
moembers patronizod the veom or not. It
would al > have to be subsidised

a figure \\hlch
some hon.
afford to
gges-

on.

if the price wern risen to
would make it a pavable concern,
members would nof be able to
patronise it, He hoped that these
tHons would be taken into consider

My, PRTERSON (Vormanby) drew atfen-
tion to the fact that towards the latter por-

. cart, and driver
ther with a messenger
bulky volumes of

ticn of each year a hors

o, toge
tn convey

had becn engag
of the Hous
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“Votes and Proceedings’ to members
houses.  Those “Votes and Procoedings”
cost a2 huge sum of monu to prepare, '1nd
he would suge to the Premier and the
Speaker that they abolizh them.

Tha

a member is firss
ather he

not.

(\”“"XLR

wants them

ced wh
nlm or

ted he is 4
annually to

opportunity for memn-
to the re
Jdid not want them
that the copy of
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- proceedin So far as  Hansard’
was concerned. he sent out sixteen copl
snd he had three capies sent to the House,

in all. ¥He did not think

he was receiving too many copies.

Hon. W. Brmrasy: Are vou satisfied with
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Mr. FRY : He was disappointed with the
reports of members’ speeches during the all-
night sitting., There were a number of new
members who came straight from the country
and their ideas were cortainly of some value,
particularly as they were fresh and were

not fainted with the practice and abuses of
P e

Do yvou know that to
¢ folly weuld mesn
i both males and

nment wanted
must take the
i of ‘“Votes
ceived. He
luring recess
contained in
by members
member for

of ths

Normauby 1

d about the cost of prepar-
u

e
ng anzwers to questions, bus during the last
three ¢ years it was difficult to get

informa om the Government except by
way of questions. So far as the accommoda-
tion was concerned he thought the Nationalist
party were entitled to have a room to meet
In just the same as_the Government party or
the official Opposition. He would assist the
Speeiter In any attempt to eliminate waste
providsd there was nol an indulgence to cu$
out things thet mattered. If the debate that
day would have the effect of cutting ou
waste it would have been of some value.
He would be one who would always raise
his voice
“Hansard” reports.

Mr. BLPHINSTONE (Oxlcy): They had
been spending an hour or so in discussing
the question of whether they could save

some moncy by curtailing the reports in
‘Hansard.”’ ?robably the time had not
been wasted. He suggested that the Print.

ing Committee should meet, discuss this
matter, and devise ways and means for
saving expenditure in the matter of printing.

The PremiER: Give me a free hand, and
I will save £4,000 this year.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: If he (Mr,
Elphinstone) were given a free hand he
could offect economies to a greater extent
than that. It was remarkable that the mem.-
bers who spoke on the Government side made
no refercnce to the 400,000 copies of the
Governor’s Speech which were circulated
throughout Queensland during the last few
months. They knew that the pathways and
byways of the country were littored with
copies of the Governor’s Speech. That was
an eoxasperating form of expenditure which
ran into something like £4,000.

b Then they
hf}ard a question answered that day which
showed how the

] ¢ ¢ Government had been
financing Labour members who were tourine
the Southern States expounding the doctrines
which had brought Queensland to the verge
of ruin.  Nothing was said about economies

ions, but a lot of time was

in those di
taken up talking about the saving of £100
9 in eu

vhai

rtailing the reports in ¢ Flaneard.”
& to zccomrrodation as Parlia-

he drew atbention to certain

kad en spent in finding

1 ion for sarplus members of

the Tpper House. asked the Speaker
what about  thst  expenditure, but  the
Bpeaker told ihewm that he knew nothine
about it. e was loth to tako the Snoakoy

i

[Myg. Fry.
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to task for saying he knew nothing about it.
bui he would do so if he were not the
Speaker of the House. He thought the hon.
member must be aware of it because the
hen. wember for Toombul, who was also a
member of the Building Committee, was
fully acquainted with the circumstances.

The HoME SECRITARY :

Mr. Rertram was

not the Speaker when that expenditure was
incurred.

JTONE: Becavse of the
of parties, he thought additional
sdation should be provided.  He made
there were certain things
ler the roof of Parliament
sore notaltogether to the credit
ative mbly, and the sooner
or someone rosponsible took the
»nd and ssw that the good name
slishment was kept up, the better
be for the Iouse. Regarding the
of bedroom accomrsodation, if it
ing to cost money, why not charge
ors for thet accommodation just the
as they would have to pay 1n other
of the city. (Hear, hear!) Coming
question of meals, why should they
not pay for the cost of their meals? He
objected to the statement that he enjoyed
his meals at Parliament House at the cost
of the country. He was sure that members
would much prefer to pay an extra 6d. and
wipe out the loss on the refreshment-room.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): They had bsen
presching economy in various directions, and
1t had been said more than once that if ib

were intended to practise’economy

[5.30 p.m.] they should begin at Parliament
: Ilouse, make a start right at
home. Wa+ this a time when the country
should go on in the way in which it had
besn going, of giving members of Parliament
special benefits and privileges? He took it
that the time had come when ther, as mem-
bers of Parliament, nreded to ““t
to themselves. Tlon. members belittled some
of the losses and reckoned that they were not
a very great matter, but as he had said more
than once in the Chamber, ““if they looked
after the pence the pounds would look after
themselves,” and that was never trucr than
at the present time. e contended that it
was not fair to the people of the State that
members should pay only 1s, for their meals;
they should pay the full expense of every
bit they ate.

If he understood the matter aright, the
bedrcoms in Parliament House were provided
for the beunefit of Ministers and cerfain
officers of Parliament, but Ministers mostly.
He bad not a single word to say against
Ministers having that convenience. when
Parliament was sitting and when Parliament
was not #itting, for that matter, but—whether
what hon. members had said was correct
h# was not in a position to say—he did know
that the bedreoins in Parliament House were
spokon of outside as constituting a huge
boarding-house for quite a number of per-
sons who had nc rizght to cccupy them.

With regard to ¢ Hans
follow the Premier all the way, * Hansard”
should be a correct historical record of the
Jiament. He had obtained
a conside rount of inforination and
instruction, particularly during the late elee-
i ith regard to land matters and the
repudiation Bill, from reading the

of men in Parliament at the time

ard,” he could not
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when they were being considered. If they
were going to cut down the speeches of mem-
bers, they all knew how very casy it was, no
matter how desirous ono might be of p’lthng
he thing fairly and squavclv in a curtailed
report, for = member to feel that his remaris
had not been accurately vepresented.

The He wounld have th
ts ccting his specches ‘Jm
now,

same
“he ha

.\t hao
re all ag
~ness of

>3 5

reporis g :
did not ‘rlvnl\ a cur

did not f»
Votes and '>r0“mrlm
ought to g 5 oout of Par
to pr gcnm"”“,
thought a very
Tt the Premier wonld
that he would rave
curtailing ¢ H?'Lsa‘;d,
the opportunity.

The Preurr: Certainly
tailing  Hansard.”

Mr. TAYLOR: He was not going to give
the Premier the rlghi to curtail ¢ Hanqald
because he knew that it would be only one
side that would be reportad. (Laughter.)

m1rv out hm p\ omisa
£4.000 a year without
he wsuld gl‘e him

ot without cur-

_The Prpwizr: It would anply to beth
sides,
Mr. TAYLOR: The Printing Comumitten

would find the lockers in the various rooms
bursting, even at that moment, with docu-
ments and all kinds of printing which at the
end of the session were carried away and
destroyed.

With regard to the accommodation which
the Nationalist party asked for, he would
point out that they had not asked for any
luxuries. The expenditure they desired
might run into £30, £40, or £50, and he
hoped the dizcussion would be productive of
some good

Mr. ¥, A COOPER (Bremer): The
Temporary Chairman, having a knowledge
of the printing trade, would agree that if
any money was to be saved it must be saved
in the primary cost. The distribution of a
few cxtra coples would not affect the great
cost of printing, which was in the preparation
and setting of matter. A few additional
runs on the machine, and a few additional
sheets of paper wceuld make very little addi-
tion teo the cost. If any great saving was to
be eoffected, the reports themselves must be
cut down—the actual reports, not the number
of 1‘0p<‘m‘s. The whole vote amounted to
£15. 000, and thev were not going to save
murh in an expenditure of £15,000 by cutting

out a few copies here and a few copies
there. But he was more concerned about the

geseral charge that was madp by the hon.
member for Oxley regsarding hon. membs
He did not think any gener ral charge of thdf
nature should he levelled b» an hon. member
unless sorme opportunity was given him of

placing the whole ef the circums as
he knew *h'n before the J/‘XS‘L“}b]' and
were able fo pass judgment upon

embers of the Arsembly should not
~d to rest under the imputsticon made

member for Oxloy, and hoped
some ftep weuld he taken to sce t the
hen, member for Oxley had an cepportunity
of substantiating the “‘tﬂf(‘!ﬂeﬂm he had made.
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So far as the refreshment-rooms were con-
ecerned, he thought members ocught to be
prepared to pay for what they got. The
meal they got was worth much more than
iz, and be would be astonished to find that
any wember of the Assembly would refuse
to pay the amouni that he ought to pay for

e very (\\cu.em menl an1 the vor ry e"“ei-
attendance he got refresh

roon.  Fle was  aston to think t‘mt
thar bad not been dene hefore.  He believed
oW an old, dd custom ; but members were

bilities

to pay
decent
not

y L)u“
o] w0 unif \d.
one-igrtheir-d

the  countr

that =u :
E nd ob'cct %0

! fove umnngs‘; tn,e-m to :ay to mc
otnm‘ section, “You can come here on Wedn
day or whatever day you like and hold your
caucus,”  What speelal accommodation did
members of the Government party have?
They had cne littlo writing-room downstairs
and the library,

An Orpos1770X  MEMBER :
conimittee-room.

Mr, F. A, COOPER: No. 1 committee-
rooin was open to all members of the House
at ony nme the*y liked to use it. Let them
along any Wednesday morning at 10
o’clock.,  Just drcp in, and of course they
would just drop out. (Laughter.) If members
of the Oprnosition liked to sign the pledge

You have No. 1

IS

protably they would be aliowed to stay
there for gocd.

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): He was
sure, aiter what hon. members on both sides

had said, that the loss the country had
surtained on account of the refreshment-
reom would be obviated in the future. It

would be admitted by everyone that a huge
x was constantly bcinfz made in connection
with the printing of reports and oths» things,
‘The Government Printer was far too gener-
ous in dealing out the numerous rcports and
papers, and 1t seemed, if those reports were
made available to those hon. member‘ who
desired them, that the case would be amply
met. He crossed swords with the hon. member
for Bremer when he said that it was nob
necessary to cconomise in the number of
reports dlstr buted, and it was in the setting
up of the type where economy could be
cffected.  They all knew that the cost of

ordinary paper had iuncreased to four or five
] 2 ) A i,
times what it was previously, and it was,
surel wise to effect economy wherever
pessible in that direction
At fiftr minutes pest 5 o’clock p.m.,
The CuarMa¥ resumed the chair.
P, BARNEY (continuing:) No

ocon\,nv should be too small for
icn of this House. Whether

wwar liftie or gre they should

economise shere feasible.

ined of fﬂe nature
norts  which were
d it appearsd as if
bern given in the
cab dosw -
remarks and com-
» them,  One of

Mr. ]

QORFE compl
u*n“"‘“m ntal

¥

TS to
)‘uﬁ!‘) Ll

sore.
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the main features should be the suggestions
of the men who were in charge of the
various departments, They knew exactly
how ther wanted to run the various depart-
ments, and their suggestions should be use-
fu The reports had been getting smaller
maller, and if they continued cutting
ro soon would not be
‘xon put and passed.

report.

ippeared

as co d wih the pre-

uppmw: udf amouz,t which

1 ben h ‘her ‘chan
asked for

ased classi-

zer amount

wnd Mis-

years the amount

@ had been less
wpenditure.  The
h10 000 last year,
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which  might be

nditure hed been o
was thought neea
tes  the  £10,000

whether the £10,000
ouuefl in connection
nich had been
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sont out as “’ovmg\mm,
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The Preaizr: Ne, 1f

(h oy
and {

there
id he cover
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(Siitivg s

‘ht also eive
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that with
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£337

cost  £4306,

cannection
1

car fu}" vboof thoe
cash £170; ne
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ference £180.

paid to n e 1“ fn'
and cne thing and ansther, and
ance made to the wit { ow of the dis

[#r. BMoore.
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Gymypie. Amongst other items there was an
allowance gmvted to Mr. Ellis on account
of parliamentary duties, Dr. Kidston’s funeral
£109, fees to police mwustrates in connec-
tlon with examinations ;‘-“40 steainer fares,
cvertime fov messenger, items for bool ks, and
sundri Then there were exponses in con-
nection with an ing ni i
f!om and bread,

rogard

vears

v othe \/hl“f \oc
t the vote would be
it was a more
tan the amounts
world  be  required.
he had given, he
at the vote would be
except thet the cost
be charged, and that
cxpense that he

put

Are there anw eloc-

me under

It wes a had practice for
5 dnear such ‘.'m:nmxdous
am’;"r {12 hoading m “WMiscel-
it would
ﬂd the
an had
mf of the

vwmm ure
lanecus and Inc drYl"al Tixpenses”

boe

appoint Y
to the Oppo
conirars to (i
~ it would bhe d
H h‘mo o g

d by caucus
e did not say
nded

vas ineapable of e

the practice to

ont on the
= on for that prac-
that 1If wmembers were allovaed such
i the fivsd vote the following votes
be ailowed to go as formal. But my
ence has been , notwithstanding the

3 :
1: wdoe allowed on o first vete, hon.
members hzue disay the other votes of
the depertment the same, so that I
propo<e to e al with cach wvote in its own

place,
My, CORSER: As long as it was under-
stood what practice was to be followed, it
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would not matter to the Opposition. The
Premier had already told them that this first
vobe included tﬂb position for the Cpnosition
but he v’\Olhd obey the ruling of

and passe
AGENT-GEVERAL

PRIC \iTFn
for rl

FOR THE S8TATE.
moved that £15,000 bo
* Agent-General
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of thousands of
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hnd out things about Queensland, and Aus-
tralia generally. He then found that Queens-
land was not represented at Australia House,
but that the A’rcnt General cccupxed other
premises In the Strand, midway between
Australia House and Trapalxmr Square, the

rent of which ran into thousands of pounds
noer

annum. The accountant =t Awustralia
] London, was a particular friend
and he asked him why wus it that
‘r;ml had not an ofhvg in Australia
ut he could not give him the infor-
Te  hoped tuc Premier  wonld
e (‘mm’z:itz,c‘ vhy the CGovernment
iving of pounds rent per
one pa part of the btrand
could obtain an office in

Heure wor rental?
rent aro we paying?

whert tht"'
ralia
The Pruvigr

It was mmuch above what
to par if they had an office
cuse

Ye
Agent-Generals

3 omﬂd get the figures
report if  the

Promier }')wrtmula,rly desired to know.
’l he PreueiR: I do. I want to know where

save those thousands that

aneut,

you are

smsiderable amount could
”f of the S'wmg Baink,
s was to Le dealt with bv the Common-

nt the deposits amounted to
4d., and withdrawals £51,381
other considerable amount could

umection th the loan work,
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insurance, fuel, light,
was not able to
1 ure for each of
y::s quitn certzin that the
£2,000 per annun.
quite wrong
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You are

n would
he oxach
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in thoe
5. 10d.. and
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d‘ ertising, rent,

ngoest to the
sendiry  an
1 to I.ondon
(‘tlon with the
{ the Avditor-
found thc following

Ho thn
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report, he

Fohraay 1819.  a motor-car
) purchased by the
al fm the sum of £835. The

h of Hm car from that date to 30th
1 has l}c £1.124 8. 1d., an

of £70 per month, the tot«1 cost
atter date bwing thus £2.019

was o an soluts shame, the
amount nrovided for adver in
>im‘xa’ d was  $55.000. The  smount

¢ wded in the Ao ”1t~CrnrraI office in
i : 1' 1. That showed that
the Gm'a ument ..c not domcr their duty
i ard to the advertising of the State.

utz'h’ﬁ that Kashiwenei
own the Xaﬂo
was better known

the Japanese
with only a
in Queensland
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Mr. Heprl
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than the Agent-General’s office in the Strand
was known in Great Britain, (Laughter.)
That was a very small amount to spend in
advertising. On two such important items
as advertising and immigration, the expendi-

ture was only sbout £1,000, He would
point out another direction in which the
Premier wmight save money. The hon.

gentleman attended a conference of repre-
sentatives of all the State and Common-
wealth Governments, in Melbourne in May
and June las hen the following proposals
in regard to i tion were submitted :—
‘Alv The to have full

eneral  of  the
consultative

Lm d

to be respon-
and lnvo Lonfrol of, all over-

)
)
QI‘DIO for,

oas ouvmm“t 10118 {md transport arrange-

ments fer  bringing immigrants to
Australia.
“(4) The primary object of the scheme

to be the settlement of
the lands of Australia.

¢ (5) Preference to be given to British
ex-service men, The Commonwealth to
seek the co-operation and assistance of
the British Govor nment in obtaining the

immigrants on

right type of Immigrant, and finding
passages.
“(6) The Commonwealth to assume

financial responsibility for the organisa-
tion for immigrants from overseas and
their transport to Australia.”

There were two other resolutions that he
would not read, and then followed two
clauses that were after\wrds added to those
proposals—

‘(1) That the Commonwealth will con-
sult with the States from time to time
as to the number of immigrants required
b" each State, and the fype.

¢ (2) That the Commonwealth under-
take to assist the States by way of loan
for land settlement and public works
schenies approved by the Common-
wealth.”
Under those resolutions the Commonwealth
was to undertake the whole question of
immigration, and loan money would be
required for that. That was one of the
vast questions that they had to face, and
he honed the Premier would make a state-
ment upon the question. He was not out to
ask immigrants to come to the country and
pay off the public debt. The Government
should take steps to put the matter on a
solid and sound foundation. Tt had been
sald that Quecensland was such a glorious
country that it could support a population
of 50.000,000. He agreed with that, pro-
vided t".ev had the right party in power,
who would look at the matter in the right
way. He therefore moved that the vote be
reduced by £2000. (Laughter.)

The PREMIER: The hon. wmember was
ill-a¢ W to move a reduction in the vote.
He had 1Ymen very muech interested in the

hon. member’s speech. The hon. member
had displayed a considershle amount of
!ﬂ'ﬁ{‘ihg\,l“cp in the way ho had stated his
caze in regard to the Agent-General’s office,
He (Mr. Theodore) recentlr had an oppor-
tunity of co A,,q over that office, and of
reorganising it in conjunction WIH the new
Aomh Clencral. Tnforvtunately, the Fsti-
mates did not disclose the exact positi
[My. Herr,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supn’y.

relatively, though that was no fault of the
department. As the hon., member pointed
out, the Nstimates appeared to indicate a
large accession to the staff, whercas there
had really been a reduction in the staff,
The Kstimates last vear showed only twenty-
two porsous on the staff; this year the per-
sonnel was stated at thirty-three, Neverthe-
less, there had not been an increase of
cleven menbors of the staff, as would appear
from  tho.e ares;  but, on the contrars
there had been a There were th
: in other ofi pre-
rged to the contingency vote, and
i shown on the Isti-
1 positions.  Thay
red in order move fully to
are of the staff and the position
-Grneral’s office, Wh

fic

Vhen he was

i London 1, and had an onpoﬁumtv to go
into the matter wxfh the Agent-General,
they  concluded tmt the office was  ovei-

stapf(u taking into account the work to be
done at the pr ‘tnnt time. During the war
& considerable amount of work had been
done practicallv on behalf of the Imperial
d of Trade. At the end of the war
that V\Ol“ disappeared. That afforded an
opportunity to reduce the staff, and that
had been done; and since the staff had been
classified to bring it into conformity in the
matter of remuneration with Queensland
officers, it necessiteted an inerease in the
expenditure on salariex, As it was thought
advisable to spend less on the
[7.20 p.m.] Agont-General’s office than was
paid in recent vears, the Agent-
General has been advised to still further
roducu the siaff. So far as immigm‘rion was
oncerned, there would be no activity in the
A—\frer'tConpNI’Q office for some time. That
was a duty that was being undertaken by
the Commonwealth. As there has been no
great ff to attend to immigration for
some vears past, there could not be much
reduction there. He pointed out to the hon.
member for Enoggera that immigration was
to be taken over by the Common‘vml‘rh but
the organisation, so far as the Commonywealth
was ooncezned. was not yet in force.

My, Kerr: You still provide £1,000 for it.

The PREMIER: The Commonwealth
organisation was not In operation vet, and
some money had to be plowdcd That
money was also for expenditure from Ist
July last. During the temporary stoppage
of borrowing in London there would be
Joss work at the Agent-General’s office and
fewer activities in regard to immigration,
and it would be posiﬂcﬂe for the Agen_t-
Genes to ecarry on with a small staff.
They did not want useless expenditure going
on in London when they had to exercise
drastic economy in Queensland. The hon.
gentleman thought that Queensland would
ot more benefit from removine from the
Strand and occunying premises in Australia
House, That was a matter that had been
considered by former Premiers. It was con-

sidernd by Alr. F on when Australia
Houwse was first meoted, and it ~
consideved by BMr. Denham and ¥ R-
One of the difficultics agairst the transfer
from +he present site to Australia House
was that Queensland Gove 1t had
Tease of N cars for tha site at 409
and 410 main point
in} . ton, MMr.
Denbhrm, and  also . Byan was that
Queensland had an  excellent site in the
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Btrand, and the products of Queensland
could be displayed more offectively in the
Strand than at Australia House. The
Government did not want to take a paro-
chial attitude with regard to Australia
House; but he thought that the site
occupied by Queensland at present was a
better one than Ausiralia House could be.
It was the same with Western Australia,
which also OLCupled a good site in the Strand.,
If Queensland had to show her wares in
Lon don, they must have a good site to do it

Mr., KerrR: Thousands more go to Aus-
tralia Touse.

Tse PREMIER: No. The business and
commercial men went to Australia House,
but Queensland hud a far superior site in
the Strand—much better than they would
have in Australia ¥louse. If the policy of
advertisi Australia in the future was to
be wr n, and if all the Btates werc to
occupy Australia House, Queensland would
have to conform to it the same as the other
States; Dbut “nilh they were carrying on
s at present, he t‘aought it better to have
best location possible. Thousands of
people pess the Quecnsland Agency in the
Strand every day, arnd therc was always a
crowd outside, because the product: grown
in Queer lblund were an atfraction to them.
nt-General \\a: ’*ucrf‘stﬂd

uxnd rocm in thas
hown to hundr d~ of thou-

of peuple who passed along the Strand

INSTONE :
out herc.

Was no usc brinﬂinv
could abinrb them.
AJ to spend  loan
and open up lands
¢ bringing pe ome

hie -fa;&u on a pohcy of
could ab.orb th nds of
the United '&m«vqo 1.
5 were made at the /
and also in B
i of immigrants
to come to Queensland.  The imu

in a stato of suspension
one would say it was a
¢ at present, owing to
the uncerteinty of starting loan works “and
opening up_lands, and in view of the fact
that it Would create o lot of une aployed.

policy, however, was
at present, and no
wise policy to pu

The Hon. W. H. Barxrs: You have the
remedy in your own hands. #

The PREMIT He did not nk he
had. ThL : had been cbstructed
owin Ingland of o

pntrlx}tl” citt m Queensland. (Cppo-
ulti n dissent.) ed what the hon.
member for B said in regard
to the necessity a ciose hand on
the Agent-Generals ce. They would he
quite willing te work with the Common-

wealth later on, but at present he thought

it better for GQuecensland to occupy the

present  location, as it was better tian

Australia House for advertising Queensland.
g

Mr. Xerr: Will you see that only Queens-
landers are employed there?

The PREMIER: That was a good sug-

gestion of the hon. member.
- Mr. MORGAIN: The Premier said that
immigration was being interfered with

owing to the:action of certain gentlemen in
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England; but it was the legislation of the
Queensland Government which prevented
people from coming here. Hec drew atten-
tion to what he considered to be almost a
public scandal, and that was the expenss
incurred in connection with the appointment
of the Agent-General and his removal to Eng-
Jand. The figures shown in the Auditor-
General’s rsport would convince anyone that
the money spent in connection with his
transfer to England was a wilful waste of
public money on the part of the Govern-

ment. It sald in the Auditor-General’s
report, in connection with the expenses
connected with the new Agent-General's
appointment—

Refreshment-rooms—
£121 15s.”
There was no necessity for the Government
to spend that much money on a banquet to
the arront General, secing ‘that there were
people in the State on the verge of starva-
tion. One banguet was not °uﬂ‘1ant it
appeared, because ancther ban» ot was held
the Ixhibition Hall, { which £97 10s.
was paid for catering and £49 4s. was paid
for band, vent of hall, aud sundries. They
were items that &hou'd not be incurred by
any Covermment  with any self-respect.

“ Parliamentary
Banquet, band, ete.,

They found that £185 7s. &d. was spent on
bag_»;s ranes, and sundries.””  Surely to
gocdns if an ordinary individual went to

employment in Great Britain, ke would not

<~“wm‘r the firm e.‘.p7oviz him to find bim

in bags! He would ! his own bags.

Who owned the bags n Were they the

pm') 1ty of the Quncnaiand Government?
T

¢ PrREMIER: Yos.

ihe hon. momber

endi-

y pauk
fort that thero
ot one momoﬂr on

ke Govermn es in hiz place and
lodged o such wilful waste,
i m'.bih scandal, and

to see whether
ustified.  Under the
per mnq” was an

an:d Canungra

up to his own
aving good-bye
fnder the same hcad

‘tnm (t BE? for
ending the Ag
district for the 1)
to his own clec
re_was £15 s
thought he co
far Ro
nid

not

38 .vm\"wt [¢]
¢ res

7s. 6d., and adv

sould like to know \vnat those advances

were? Were they going to be repai id out of
salary? The whale matter called for explana-
tion, and if the present amendment were

withdrawn or a vote werc not taken on i,
ha would move a reduction so that they could
have a division and let the people see just
who justified such expenditure and who
protested against it.

Morgan.]
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Me. CORSER: Although Mr. Hunter's
absence was cheap at any price, he took
exception to the Government’s extravagance.
He found in the Auditor-General’s report
that in 1010 a mo‘cdr car was purchased for
the use of the Agent-General.

The Treasvrer : That is sold:

3Ir. CORSER: They were dealing with
the report, and if the Auditor-Gencral had
made a mistake it was up to the Premier
to cmrecL 1t at the proper fime. That cav
cost 895, cocond hand, and it was not an
bought in Australia with a

wxchange rate add~d to it. The upkeep
htern cost the State £1,124
The ASURER:  Well, that is  gone—

th the car,

R: The tota!

Goveri‘nmcnt that were out to

©€CONC K at told their rents they must

dispense with theu because thl‘y could not

goet money from the other side of the world!
The Premier: It is sold.

t was £2,010.

Mr. CORSER: And they were going to
seil the * Lucinda ” and a lot o othm things
in order to try to rake up a little money in

.)zactxu.lly puft g them in pa\\n'
cxpenditure to which
DUE mjmt however.  There was the
£2.413 cpent in getting the Agent-General
or there—cheap at any price . he ‘Ldml'rted
—bhut still they had to pay for it.
The Premier: Then why growl”

Mr. CORSER: One could not help growl-
when ene saw men in the streets of
Brishane lool g for a crust, running round
the departments trying to get an interview
with the Premier or a Minister, who cvape-
ri‘r,d (mm hter)—sco that they conld nob see
thesn.  Just fancy £2,400 to send Mr. “untnr
to Lando T That siid ot hing of the £3,70)
that the Premier spent In going thoere.

The Prewmien: It did not cost me that to
go there.

Ar CORSER: According to the Auditor-
weral’s report, that was the expenditure on
tlm trip. He found that cn the voyage to
¥ngland, Mr. Hunter received advances
totalliing £823, which was in addition to the
£623 for fares to England. ¥e would like
to know from the Premier just what those
advances were? The amount of £121 for a
banquet must stagger everyone in the city
who was looking for a job. Then there was
a large amount for catering at the Iixhibi-
fion, Yo say nothing of the various special
trains and other things that had to be
found, and the Opposition could not help
but voice their disapproval at the ruthless
expenditure in connection with the Agent-
General,

Mr. FLETCHER {Port Curtis): Some few
weeks ago he had asked the Premier if he
would give particulars of the £13,816 that
appeared in the Imperial meat account on
30th June, 1920.

The Premizk: That comes under Trust
and Special Funds.

Mr., FLETCHER: Had he the assurance
of the Premier that he could deal with the
matter later ou.

The PreEMIER: Yes.

Mr. GREEN (Townsville): He understood
that the Agent-General was chiefly appointed
to advertise the State of Queensland in order
to attract suitable immigrants, During the
debate the Premier had definitely stated that

[Mr. Corser.
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the (Government had no intention at the
presrut time to go in for a comprehensive
policy of 1m'nwl(xt10n as, owing to the
financial position, it was 1n11“o&»1b10 to open
up great State and make it suitable for
immigrant=,  If the Government adminis-
tered its fund: i properly, and did away with
a lot of the wasteful o\vxulchturo that had
Leen made manifest by the discussion on the
I :n.atvs they would be able to develop
the State and make it attractive. It was
only by inecreasing the population that they
could hope to reduce the heavy burden of
taxation which h been brought abeut by
admizistration of the Government, The
v announcad by the Promier was quite
ferent to that laid down by the Premier
ng the recent election campaign. When
\poakmrr st Townsville, the Premier said—
“ Land sett ]ﬁmmt was urgently needed.
They had to make provision for filling up
the State with a large population. They
recognized in Worth (ucomlu,nd the
nocessity of having a large population.
in_Queensland ther had 700,000 square
miles, with a popuhti(n notb greater
than that of the city of Birmingham.”
Yet. the Premier now said that tho Govern-
ment. during the coming year, was not going
to adopt a bold and vigorous immigration
policy, by which they Imght develop the

State.
The PrEMiER: W+ cannot adopt a bold
; ] v ! ¥
policy of immigration until we solve the

{inancial problem.

Mr. (w“‘uF] : The financial problem would
Lie solved if thoy had additional population.
If the Agent-General weas not going to act
as il advort ising medium in order to attrach
immigrarts to Cueensland, then they should
abolish the offire altogether, Tnder those
cireomests he would support  the
amendment. )

Mr. BEBBINGTON Te would like to
give the Premier a lf‘ bit of advice on
the matter of immigration. It was no use

bt o lot of people ‘m(\ *1(1 Tmftlno"
thern on the land ‘0 grow e that was
to be plared on the murlk Pfs oI anoane,

where there was no demand for it. Such a
rolicy would mean impozerishing those
people already on the land, (Government
laughter.) Tt was all verr well for «city
mer 5, who never preduced anvthing, to
lL.g:h but the fact remained that every
trade was fenced round with union rules
which prohibited men from joining the union,
and® prohibited any surplus  goods bomg
made. There was only one way to make
immigration successful, and that was to start
manufacturing their own gocds, and create
a demand for the produce grown. Other-
wise, they must grow produce which could
be cxportod. He protested against the
expenses of the Agent-General before he left
Queensland,

Mr. FLETCIIER : Referring again to the
£13.816, which the Premier had told us was
made up of about £10.600 legal feres and
£3.000 odd expenses and fees for Mr. Ryan’s
visit to London, all in connection with the
Mooraherrie case. The Mooraberrie case
arose by reason of the fact that the Govern-
ment placed an embargo on the owner of
Mooraberrie, preventing her from moving her
cattle over the border.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
in what way the Mooraberrie
connected with this vote. ’

I cannot see
case is



Mr. FLETCHER : The Agent-General wa;
the agent between this Government and Lhe
nnporml Government, and the Chief Secre-
tary’s Department handled the Imperial meat
agrocment. The owner of Mooraberrie
cbjeeted to what she considered was an
infringement of her rights, and sued the
Government. The case was taken through
all the eourts of Australia right un to the
Privy Council in England. The Govornment,
in deferding the suit, built up these legal
The matter had ncothing

to do with the Tmperial Government. The
i o/ keep cattle in

; to the

of fats.

£ y Quacens-

taund. A great deal of the b‘ﬁ iness ‘1@ mme]y
theatries! display on the part of Lir. Ryan
to show his legal knowledge in connection
w such  matters, He considerad  the
Government, as agent for the

Trmperial \,TO‘»'O""UY‘(“lf should have looked

dfcor the Impcerial (Jov nment’s interests as
cre 1h~ ir own, and should hav w1t
v, tly, and cquhal]V right
From his knowle cdge of the meat
s he thought it was an unfair charge
aga the nrmelml Government. It was
on fours with the £I19.000 which was
collected from the Commonweaith Govern-
mm\t three xcn\ ago. There was an 'Gt?ount

Hed “ The Tmbargo Fund Account,” which
had a credit ba]ywc to-day of .1,39,660. This
amount of £13.000 could have been placed
against that with moro justice than by charg-
ing it to the Imverisl Government. He
hoped the Prewmier would see the action
talen was wrong and would correct it at the
irst opportunity.
BREENNAN thought a Government
member should reply to the hon. member
for Port (“mf?, who bad stated that the
)'om»mlulo case was really a lawyers’ case
b of Mr Ryan.. That hon
member knew very well that had tho Quee
lund Government allowed the big cattle-
owners to move their stock across the border
very little beef would have reached the
Imperial autherities.  No matter what 1t
cost the Imperial authorities to fight their
case and presorve their rights, they got a
very good deal from the Qucensland Govern-
ment. Had the great besf barons of Queens-
tand had thoir way they would have charged
three times the price of that beef which
went to the Tmperial Government. (Opposi-
tton dissent.)

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: He thought it was
quite right that they should call attention
t¢ one or two paragraphs in the Immigra-
tion Agent’s report for the year 1919. That
gentleman reported as follows :—

“1 would peoint out thzt some incon-
venience has been experienced by these
ovorsea settlement passengers owing to
the fact thst the knowledge of their
oxpected arrival does not reach Queens-
land until within, at the outside, a week
or two of their actual landing.”

That was not exactly an encouraging state
of affairs to meet new arrivals in this
eountry, and it scemed to him to be rather a
serious reflection on the Agent-Generals
Department in London. The report went on
0 say—

“Tt would probably he advantageous
to these people, and possible employers,
if we were able to widely publish in the
Press full information concerning them,
at least a month before they were due.”

agal
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That is a very sible suggestion. Ife hoped
l at no matter in whose hands this question

of immigration would ultimately rest, some-
thing of that nature would be adopted;
because it was quite useless encouraging

people to leave their homes in Great Britain
and come out to such a distant country as
fhh 1

w thout giving them some pponumby
upon their aruval here.
rms wenb a very long way when
wew  country.  Speaking quite
¢ he could say the first duty which
devolved upon them was to sce thab these
NOWCOMOrs Were given every encouragement
aid i oy came within the
5 of Quoomlana Ancther point he
this—
“ Another dra: has  been the
ace of any cfficial 1e‘pru centatives of
ca, Settlem(m\ people in any State
n Australia.  Passongers destined for
Queensland have come by ships termi-
nating the voyage at Sydney, while
arson those whose tickets carried them
to Brisbane were pecple whose actual
des rnatml> were in various parts of
North Quesnsland, af points a consider-
able distance from the neurest seaport.’’
oy could well econceive thst the average
1'1111 her had no idea of the great extent of
tervitory whic embraced in the Com-
menmwealth, a he took a ticket for
Sydney er hhoaro as the case might be,
he anighs think he was near his destination,
bu‘, as was well known, e would have to taLe
on almest & second voyage to arrive where
he *1nmtr‘l hoped to malke his home. He
bad to make an interes sting commenf upon
the ceneral question of immigration as
applied 7o Australia. It app’cdvxl that some
few months sgo 2Ir. Clemenson, one of
the trade unicn ohex“]s in Australia, wrote
to Mr. Appleton, who was then the presi-
dent of the International Federation of
Trade Unions, protesting against the immi-
ion of Britishers to the Commenwealth,

in particular to Western Australia.
M. Clemenson had written to Mr. Apple-
ton  drawi a most gloomy picture of
he po‘,hon in Western  Australia, and

expressedd a hope that Mr.
wari British workers, The Premier a few
mements ago s that this was not the time
to talk about Imuigration to this country,
it was the country's fault that we
cncourage immigration from Great
The fault was simply the damnable
rasnagemept under which this country ha
been labouring for five years past. There-
fore the same arguments which were adsanced
by this !{Oht]”m"'l in Western Australia, it
could be said with every degree of ‘rruth,
were the arguments w rich had been advanced
even in the rlnbdte to- night. He looked upon
Mr. Appleton’s reply as being very true,
and it was a thousand pities that thov had
not men on the Labour benches here of the
particular conception of thought and Imperial
ideas as appeared to be possessed by Mr.
Appleton.  This was what Mr. Appleton
said—

“The picture you paint
extraordinary  incapacity
You have a land where the sun shines
always. You have soil which will pro-
duco anything which the heart of man
desires. You have minerals at least for
the needs of a population of 50,000,000.
You are always crying out for a ‘ white
man’s Australia,” and yet you seek to
dissuade white men from coming to

Mr. Elphinstone.]

Appleton would

suggests
somewhere.
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A}xstraiid If we wre to carry out you- —they asked for bread, a,nd they were given
wishes, and bend all our tension to- a stone, One hon. member said that the

wards persuading our surplus population
to emigrate to the Lnlted States, or to
the Arventme it does seem that the
po=s1b1‘x‘i" of Asiatic control of Australia
is increased. I think you ought to know
also that thousands of Australians who

have been over here the last few years
do not

speak so despondently of ‘their
as you do. They havi‘ been the
tion x"enta Australia has ever

had. Lonpdrmg their . statements with
yours, I am compelled to wonder whether
these men were not utterly ignorent of

the conditicns in their country. At the
moment, is difficult for a man on this

side of the world to judge properly of
the situ: tlous existing under the § outm‘"n

.

i it is pos
other coun tl"u,

ble that Australia, like
ing from the loss
1 xd men who were killed

in the war : J7d *ha,t it is not less labour
but morz labour that Australia 1'"qu1m
to develop bor undoubted
wers s of a
tlemen
he was
tead of th
cnus on
\wﬂt fi: y

gon oNPOsite

VISLH’J" 16
littie delegati
mo nuit :
was the re ﬁl e

FPLPHINSTONE

fL it wlfh t e Lhamb»‘y to consid
ient with the futile,
ance which tha

3%, trying to rhmx g
e of Queensland from the
i
real cause of the uepw%smn at the presend

m oment
ear

hcar !

ll r.
the

e (D43

rcpu*
caling w

de.

an, Iic had hsfe 3y
e hon. member {or Oxley,
ht to lecture hon. membess

thc‘

our unemplor rl

cople \\*ho
-1

money v
of f'b@ financier
VVVVV 101v
km. Onno\ tion dissent.)
opposite need not interject, because he was
going to prove his case from the “ Daily
Mail” vear book for 1820, which contained
a statement of the money lent to the various
allied countries during the war. During the
war, {(reat Britain lent +to  Russia
£568,000,000; to France, £434,000,000; to
Italv, £412,000,000; to Belgmm ;:,86 000, OOO

to Servia, £L8 000 000; and to other a]he~
;84'.7,000,000 ot a total of £1,565,000,000, to
people who did not speak the same language
as we did. Queensland asked for £9,000,000

[Mr. Elphinstone.

s owing to t-
of Gu

1, who pi
ir own kith and
Hon., members

trouble was owing to the damnable legisla-
tion of the Government. Ie (Mr. Collins)
said that it was nothing of the kind, and
that the financiers of Great Brltaln ought
to be ashamed of themselves for hawng
refused to and money to Queomland which
sent 50,000 of its young men to 'rht the
batiles of the old land. The unlegat'oq ought
also to be ashamed of themselves for assist-
ing the financiers of Great Britain to turn
(Moon sland down, They asked for £9,000,000,
and yet the countries he had just mgntloned
were grantod £1,565,000,000.

The men who went from this country to
fight in the groat war did not ask what Go-
during the war.

vernment was In power
Surely, the people of Oueen%land should
come beofore Italians, Frenchmen, and

Belgians, as Bmgmm on‘y lost 13,000 men
during the war! Yet Belgiom got £80 000,000
frow Great Britain o a “t themn. They would
1 been under no (o.mﬂi.nem to Creat
tain had they asked, not for £9,000.000, but
£19,000,000 or £20. 000.000. Hon. members
pposite were quite welcome w ith their uapat-
gues across the water. Queensland
denied e vhich ought wdily to
been g od to her as a child i the
mother country. The %hon. member fer
Oxley pnt all the blame on the Government,
instexd of putting it on the proper shoulders.
Y. According to the
member who had just
which went to
rot moner That, surely,
ction on Quesnile and cspeci-

s on : was armed with all
the necewsary  crede 1# to cbtain money
from Rritizh flnancier It was the putrid

(iovernment which was entirely responsible
ure of that loan.

TREmzn The pe!‘ple did not say so.
SV, H. BABNES: u)@ people did
The Premier Lui £o wmit that he
cnally failed in his ef}ort\ to float a
and that was the first time that the
r of a great State was placed in that

*oaw

Previnr: Through the disloyalty of

{]
The
“m dcluvat'on

through the
The Premier

ARNES: No

the Covernment.

“eolle cagues had stated that ¢ bain
1 practically ]ost their standing
al world, went home and were

Qefanting the Pr@mier. That
v largely contributed to the vote
t nst the Coverninent at the
+ Premicr wanted to undo
~hich was objected to. but his
n()Jlean'ues would not allow him to do it.

The Pm\nm' Who said that?

How., W. BARNES: It was repeatedly
rumoured th 1‘5 that was the pos 1*13 Go-
vornment laughter.) In that evening’s pa‘per
there were references made to loans, and
South Austraila and Tasmania were men-
tioned.

The Prrx
London.

Hoy. W. H. BARNES: And they had no
legislation of a repudiatory character—they
had not done that ‘,Vhlch was dishonourable.
The Premier knew why he had not got the
loan.

The PrEMIER: Because of the
fish” delegation you sent home.

11ER : They sent no delegation to

¢ stinking
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Hon. W. H. BARNES: No, it was not
because of the delegation sent home. The
hon. gentleman knew that the Government
of Queensland had so dragged their officers
into the dirt that there was no State held in
such disfavour in the old country.

The Paemigr: Didn’t you repudiate the
delegation yourself?

[8.30 p.m.]

Hon. W. H. BARNES: No. He said

that, as far as he was concerned, he had
nothing whatever to do with the delegation,
but he also said that the members of the
delegation were men of whom any city or
country might be proud. ¥o wanted to
ask the Premier to rise to the larger question
so far as it concerned Queensland. When
they were discussing finance more fully a
while ago, he (Mr. Barnes) said that there
was only one way by which the Stato could
put itself right and develop its resources.

The Premier: That is not by sending a
delegation home.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: He did not say
it was; but did the hon. gentleman not
realise that there was a responsibility resting
upon him to do the straight and the proper
thing, and that when that was done Queens-
Jand would emerge from the cloud by which
it was at present cbscured? The Govern-
ment should do the honest and the honour-
gble thing, just as private individuals would
have to do. The Government were getting
certain moneys as a result of cerfain legis-
lation, but, on the other hand, they were
driving away people from this great State,
and they were preventing the development
of the State. That was the reason why the
hon. gentleman was not able to get the
immigrants who were willing to come from
the old country. The question of immigra-
tion was of vital importance to a country
like Queensland, which had only a handful
of people. It was a duty devolving upon
everyore in Queensland to do their part
to develop their great State, But what had
the Government done?  EHcho answered
“What?” They had done everything pos-
sible to destroy the country. In the report
of the Agent-General certain refercnces wers
made to the retirement of the late Agoent-
General, Sir Thomas Robinson. Sir Thomas
Robinson was a man who had done magni-
ficent service for Queensland; he was a man
who had done magnificient service to the
Empire in a time of erisis. because he had
to do with the meat supplies for many of
the countries that were engaged in the great

war. It wess their duty to bear testimony
to the services rendered by Sir Tho Rob-
ingon in that regard, N Huuter in his

nid
“ At the beginning of the vear we had
about 7 nominated persons on hand
numbey, 46

ssages,  Of this

repord

wives or fiancoes of
ors, and as such wers
cligible for a free passage under the

Commonwealth  military
and demobilisation scheme. $haQ0s
for these people were, therefore, arranged
in army transports, the cost he
defrayed by the Commonwealth mili
authorities.”

But what was the position with regard to
some of the men who had come to the
State? He held that 1t was the duty of
the Government to make provision for people
whom they brought to the country; but many

1920—2 u
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of those who had come to Queensland were
scrapped upon the streets of Brisbane. He
would not say who was to blame for that,
but men who had fought for their country
found, when they came to Queensland, that no
provision was made for them, and the Go-
vernment had to send them back again. He
rose particularly to plead with the Govern-
nent to do the right thing so far as the
State was concerned.

The PreviEr: Do vou want us to givo
back the rent paid by the pastoral lessces?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: He was not saying
that, The hon, leman had passed certain
legislation, at legisation cught to be
dealt with, and anything of a repudiatory
nature should be removed from the statute-
book.

The PzEMmier: Do you want to make the
farmers pay three times their prescnt rent
in order that the pastoral lessess may pay
loss?

Hon., W. X, BARNES: It was useless
for the hon, gentleman to pretend to show
consideration for the farmers, because he
had been applying the screw to the farmers
on every possible occasion. He would just
refer the hon. gentleman to the fares and
froights that the farmers had to pay.

The Premizr: Why do you avoid the issue?

Hox. W. H, BARNES: IHe was nct avoid-
ing the issue.

The PremMiER: Do you contend that the
pastoral lessees should not be compelled to
pay the rent they ought to pay to the Crown?

ox. W. H. BARNES: As a result of
the passage of that legislation, many people
who would have come otherwise would not
come to Queensland, because they held that
a Government that was guilty of repudiation
in one direction might be guilty of repudia-
tion in some other direction. Why was it
that there were so many people walking the
streets of Brisbane in search of employment?
It was becauso right down at bedrock people
wore afraid to trust the Government. The
whole policy of the Government had been
to put the country in the mire. When they
were dealing with a vote like that it was
the duty ¢f hon. members to point out those
things and appeal to the hon. gentleman to
do the right thing, the straight thing, the
honcurable thing, in order to put their
country into the position that she should be
in and would be in if the hon. gontleman
would only do his duty

OreoSiTIoN SMEE

Tho PREMIER:

tha

iion
to some alleged repu

the Government to which he attributed
to get oa loan in Leondon. He
would rovicw the

he Government had not b
ation in connection ¥
. The hoen. me
that thev had been g
ion, and the other dav be quoted
Iy from certain  statutes—Constitu-
Acts or some other Acts—in a futile
to prove that the Goverament

an \{l or

CON-

‘ted

tion
endeavour )
hed evaded some of their legal obligations.

But the hon. gentleman’s own reading of
Acts showed him that there was no
obligsztion, and he suddenly dropped that
line of argument,

Hon. E. G. Theodore.]
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Hon. W. H. Bm 6$: I did not
Mr, P, It showed that other

peopio nourable than you.
T’

Que

Ho would doal with that
uld ask *ho hon, (’lt‘ei an

ARNES \n d
challenge.

T})e Pi»,anER: Well, he challenged the
hon. gentliman to produce any agreement
that the Government had violated—any copy
of any such agrrement,

Mr. G. P. Banngs: W hat Jm your amend-
ment of the legislation do

The PREMIER: Their ie; slation was an
amendment of the Land Act of 1910, but
it did not break zny agre cement.  The matter
was one that ou«fht to be tharashed out,
because there was much mxaunderotandmp
on the other side about it. ife challenged
the representatives of the pastoral companies
in Lohdon-‘who had the same misconception
as to what was invelved in that legisletion—
to how where thn Government had altered
the cul"‘tlons of their le . He told them
that if any gentleman could produce a copy
of a lease, or an instrumient of lease, which
st out any terms of vestriction of the
rentafs to 50 per cent. on ‘he rent for the
preceding term, he would be in favour of
cancelling the ]cgblauor\ When that chal-
lenge was isued, a number of the members
of the deputation re honest enough to
confess that they believed all the time that
the limitation of 50 per cent. was mentioned
in the leases. Mr. Andrew Williamson, who
was a very astute- minded man, saw thoy
e floundering in great difiicultics ! Ho
satd 1t wes not so m alteration of
tho louse ws an undertrking that was given
by the Government. e (Mr. Theodore)

VOU WOrc not

said, ““Produce the undertaking.”’ He
asked them to produce the undervisking
which was made by the Government, because,

if there was an undertaking, il must be in
writing,

1 Moraan :

Mr. It is in the Act.

The PREMIER: That was precisely the
answer which Mr, Williamson made. They
said that perhaps there was no lease, no
undertaking, or no 1<rrf‘em(\nt; but, at any
rate, it was in the Act of 1905. There was
no agreewenf, no contract, written or oral,
and there was no undertaking., It was a
voluntary Act of the Queensland Parliament,
not as the result of any agreement or under-
taking at all,

OrposiTION MEMBERS interjecting.

The PREMIER: If members apposite
would let him go on, he would show that
it was merely a \olhntaw Act of the Queens-
land Parliament. Parliament voluntarily
made a concession to the pastoralists of

[Hon. E. G. Theodore.
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Queensland ; and, if Parlinment could make
a concession, Parliament al co had the righs
to amend that concession. Did anyone say
that becauze Parliamen xm,de a voluntary
concession to anyone it could never after-
wards vary that concession? FHe could
urther state that that Act stipulated that
chould be issued o the pastoral
lassees in comnection with p'hu)ml holdings
subject to that Act, or any subsequent amend-
ment of the Act. In amending the Act
iifteen years a[torv*md~—1ftnr the pastora.l—
fits had cd tho i

u‘ from a sm.mory

3 an amendment

Vz“v»"m, o" ccp‘u‘
k by introduci

of the Act?
2r. CORSER:

Yes, of course, you did.

The VIIER : The hon. member might
vay o, but he could not prove it. The hon

uu‘mbcr only said it just the sake of
tub-thumping, and for the sake of criticism.
¢ thought 1t bettcr to refer to this matter
fully, because there had been so much mis-
representation of the attitude of the Labour
party in this conne ction. The Labour party
did not amend the Act in a spint of ven-
geance against the pastoralists, but it had
been part of their policy for ﬁztecn years
past,  That legizlation found a place in the
Labour vlatform for fiftcen years, It was
the plank known as < The Tgualisation of
Pastoralists and Selectors’ Rents.” It was
hecause they considered it was an intolerable
anomsly that the grazing farmer should have
to pay three times as much rent as the
w{Ll'LHCl‘ for the same class of courtry that
the Labour part" toclk action in the matter.

That was the reasen why the Kidston
Administration introduced into the Assambly
the very principle which the Labeur party
eventually pasted in 1920, The XKidston
Administration introduced it in 1910. If
was introduced by My, Denham, after having
1 passed by the Cabinet of which the
on. W. H. Barnes, the hon. member for
Bulimba, was a member.
GO'\'ERXI\IENT MEMBERS : IHear, hear!

ne PREMIER : If the Act pa

~Government ws
such an into

rable m]aeuce to a

large body of citizens—if it wero such an
Act as to cause disruptien in London sc far

their ﬁn&ncil angoments wore con-
vod, and w ient to hold up the
me of (‘ucorh dnfl to ignominy, why was
it introduced 1 by 3r. Denham in the Kidston
member for

Government, of whith the hon.
Bulix

nha was a member?
W. BanNEe I succeeded in get-

bamd

10 PREMIER: It was taken cut of the
Bill iatroduced by the ho member’s
Govarnment bacause the pastoruhsts objected
to it. The pastoralists threatened the Kid-
ston Government with extinction if they per-
risted in introducing that legislation, (Hear,
hear !y The fact remained that that Bill in
1910 went through the Cabinet, of which the
hon. member for Bulimba was a member,
and 1t was introduced in the House as a
Government measure.  Mr. Denham went
to great pains to explain the measure, and
he did so clearly and logically, Mr. Denham
ve reluctantly withdrew the provision
subsequently.
Mr. FERRICKS :
reading in 1910.

That Bill passed its second
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The PREMIER: What kind of reliance
could they place on the character of a man
like the hon. member for Bulimbz, who was
oppoxing the Government und attributing to
it all kinds of blame for the
failure to re loxn money in Loandon, and
charging the Government with being res pon—
sible {cr bringing ruln to the \mw, en
his own Government in 1910——-sz' the hon.
gontlemen sitting at the same table In the

ile
Cub —agreed  to  oyactly the same
principle,

Hon. W, H. Bamwes: I succceded in
gatii it knocked ont.

The PRE

7 : The Labour party were
ingpired by onc desire in regard to that
messure, and thot was to do justice to the
grazing {ar and the omrnumt“ . as
betveen the grazing farmers, the comr
and tho pzsroralists. (Hear, hear!)
pastoralivts occupied something like
£200,060.000 acres of tho bost grazing land in
Gueersland, and their @ rental was
one-third that ypaid by farmers for
the same c‘ess of country,

grazmg
All the advantage
of tenure was in favour of the pastoral lessee,

and not in favour of the grazing farmer,
who had to reside on his land. The Land
Court frequently called attention to the
anomulv wherelyy the grazing farmer had
to v a certain rent, while his large neigh-
beour occupied his land at one- thlrd the
re It wes a well-known fact that up
to this year the pa‘stf)ral lessee paid only
16s. 9d. per square mile for his land, while
the grazing farmer paid on an average 59s.
per square mile for the same class of
country.  Was not that an anomaly that
cught to be amvndaﬂ (Hear, hear!) All
that the Qucensland Government did was to
amoend that anomaly. There was no repudia-
ion, There wss no broken agreement or
broken contract. The whole thing waz a
volun on made by the Queensland
Pari all that the Quecnsland
Gover was to  modify that

d

did

nent, ax
ment

mern: You altered the conditions
under which ther tock up their leases.

The PREM The hon. gentleman, as
a farmers’ representative, was very foolish
to take up the endgels for the pastoralists.

Corszn: We do the honourable thing
for everyhedy.

The PREMIER: It was not honourable
for the hon. gentleman +to advocate that

the squatters should get their land at one-
third the rent of the grazing farmers. There
was nothing }rmour ble in that. The hon.
member for Burnet id the conditions under
which  the !oa\cs were  taken  up were
altered. That w as untrie, beecause the pasto-
ralists tosk up their leases threa vears before
the m\r‘cosrmn was made to them. The hon.
member  for Warwick in'torjoot&d very
doc‘,-de-:”y 2 moment ago thet the Govern-
ment  should not interfere  with  vested
interests in the wayv they did. It was true
that it might be ez:lled an interfercnee with
vested interests, but there was no breach of
eontract, or hreach of agreement, or a limi-
sation  of the rights of private lessees.
(Hear, hear!) It was by no means the
first time that action of that kind was taken
by the Queensland Parliament. The hon.
member for Bulimba himself passed a Bill
called the Rights in Water and Water
Conservation Act of 1910.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: You are pretty hard
up for an illustration.
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The PREMIER : The hon. gentleman felt
rery unc\“nmta’;ﬂe, but the fact remained
that the hon. member for Bulimba intro-
duced, the -ust time in any DBritish
communi iich provided th'lt the
rights in the \/rown
When 1 usst d that

Tonden
\uazmntn
y fre .Llu,

ove

en = man owned the free-
owmd the water upon ‘he
the ripavian righ and

owned the shoamw running through his land
and he vent #nyone from fishing in
terfering with the barks in
That wos the Act passed by the
member for Bulimba in 1810, which
hts awny from the frecholder

any way.
hon.
took those i
without compensation.

Mr. Corsez: Supported by what party?

The PRERIER: Su pporied by the Labour
party beecause thev believed 17 to bo a fair
thing. ut that was e point.  Thera

not the

was dispos 5. The hon. men b(‘l,
urder that Aet, n\'pm'nxmnd the righis
private owners, without compensrtion. Take
another —The Xining on Private Lands
Act. pased by the Kidston Government in
whi(:h the hon. member for Balimba was
Minister for Works. That Act gave the I‘I‘Tht
to the Mines Daoparvtment to issue licons
miners to go on to frechold land, sink Qlw ts,
and mine for minerals which the owner
frechold nrevicusly thourht belor
and had beon granted to m by the (
What happoned in 10067 Only four years
after this concession had been mads to the

pastoralists—aftar only one year, in fact—the
Kiditon Government, or the Morgan-Kid-ton
regime, introduced a Bill affecting those

very pattor al lea

s by throwing new cbliga-
tions on the les

s rezarding the eradica-
ion of pricklv-prar. The House acrecd to
and the penalty in ceviain
cumstances was forfeiture of the fease.
That inserted a new condition in the leazes.
without anv compensation or any sugpcstion
or repudiation. The lsssees who teok up

land under the 1905 Ac or the 1502 Act,
cm%oquﬂhﬂ found the \\gm new
conditions on their shoulde by the
Ku] ton regime, which he & sup-

1
L

‘m Tulimba
<n,~rmu”;‘.

port by the hon. member
Hlon, W. I1. Banxes:
ROV,
The PREIIER: Perhaps the
bor at that time was not .:np'
at any rate, he d:'('l”l]lot

Go very

e hon,

< e Pes representat 5

n he met them in (:on{erence in Lendon,

th\" were considerably astonished. and

Fcod God, what ki avern-

m nts have vou had out there?” (Taughter.)

He told them that those Governments sere

rmt all Labour Governments. that some of

them mm*mented men who were responsible

for sending the dclegation to England.

Mr. Sizer: You could not have said that.

The PREMIER: He did, indeed. Why
should be not? At any rate,” they said,
«You will find ro such instance of repudlatorv

Hon. E. G. Theodore.]
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legislation of that character in England.”
As it happened, he had an example. He
had the full particulars in his attache
case in tho House that night, and it was
very interesting. The cditor of a financial
newspaper in the city of London. who krew
how Queensland s being maligned and
how the Queensland Government were being
attacked, brought the fauts before his notice
out of sympathv. It appeared that & hundred
years ago the Government gave a concession
to certaln companies whose buildings fronted
what was known as the Victoria Embank-
ment in London, to the efect that they
should have granted to them certain addi-
tions to the Ironteges to the river Thames
if they reclaimed the land, and, as a quid
pro quo, they were to have complete
mmmunity from all rates, taxes, and assiss-
ments  whatever  for all  time. They
possessed  that concession for a  hundred
years, and then the London City Council
assessed some of those buildings for a
sanitary rate, considering that if the proper-
ties were free of the ordinavy rates and
taxes they should, at any rate, pay a rate
imposed for a service rendered. The com-
panies contested the right to tax the lands,
and the Privy Council eventually unheld
them, holding that the lands were absclutely
inviolable so far as those taxes were con-
cerned.

Mr. S12ER: Freehold taxes?

The PREMIER: AIl taxes, rates, and
agsessments whatsoever. The city of London
went to the Government and had a Bill
drafted over-riding the decision of the Privy
Uouncil and had it intrcduced and passe
by the House of Lords, and it was being
conzidered by the House of Commons when
he was meeting the pastoralists in London.

Mr. ErpminstoNe: Did the Lords do that?

The PREMIER: Yes. When he men-
tioned that instance of gross repudiation
without compensation, that had happened
right at the heart of the Rmpire, Mr.
Williamson. the sponsor for the pastoralists
said, “Woell, that must have been an over-
sight. At any rate, I will gnarantee it dooes
not pass the Housg of Commons.” But it did
pazs the Commo in July last, and was
now law—over-riding rights granted by
legislation one hundred years ago and up-
held by the Privy Council, and over-riding
thess rights at the instance of the city of
Leadon authority, and with the approval of

tho Imperial Government th ‘What
of hon, mombe g that
evistic

trying  to  override  all
7 All they were desirous of deing
ve 2 fair deal to tho community,
alists were getting their land
of the rent the farmers
if they could do it withons
ract or agreemsnt, they ought

pav. That was what th

and if th
at only
were paving, 1
breach

Reduce the rent of the
ire paying too much.

: That was simply begging
wrerely evidencing 2 desi-e to

. e
evade the maln point. (Hear, hear!) It
would be a good thing to veduce the rent of
the farm if they were paving too much,
but who assessed tho rents of the farmers?
A judicial tribunal, a Land Cowrt. They
must take it that the court had fixed the
rents on a fair and bond fide basis, and if
the farmers paid a fair rent, why should the

{Hon. F. . Theodore.
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pastoralists not pay a similar rent for the
same class of country in the same district?
If hon. members could produce an instru-
ment of lease which contained a specilic con-
dition that the rent was not to be raised
above B0 per cent. at any reappraisement,
they would stand on a much solider basis
than that on which they stocd now. Xxpect-
ing this debate, he happened to have in his
bag an exact example of a lease of a
pastoral holding undcr the 1802 Act, one of
the original leases—so that it could not be
said it had becn altered since—and the leases

ur-ler the 1910 Aect were 1n ilar form,
with the necossary altcrations as to date.

y oue to find in it any reference
n of rent.
£R: Not necessary——it is in the

The PREMIER: It did not fall within
the - contract; what the p'astora]ists had

enjoyed had been a concession. That was
establisl by the Act, in which occurred

the words themselves, *‘ Subject to amend-
ment.””  The matter had been thrashed out

on many cecasions, and it was very unfortu-
nate for Queensland that charges of vindic-
tiveness against the pastoralists had been
laid against the Goverament, or charges
which implied that the Government dis-
honoured contracts or agreements. No such
charge could be upheld, and-—although he
could not pretend to speak with any legal
authority on the subject—he had no doubt
that if there wero in force any legal con-
tract, the men who alleged they were
injured would have recourse to law.

Mr. BrexNaxn: Under the Claims against
the Government Act.

The PREMIER: He thought they would.
The fact was that, arguing from any point
they liked to fake, the Government had
treated the pastoralists in a way about
which complaint could net be made, in order
to cure the gross enomaly that existed as
hetween the farmers and the pastoralists,
and such charges of repudiation only tended
to do more damsge to the State, and it was
most unfortunate, indeed, that two or three
of the sguatters’ representatives should go to
London and besmirch the {sir name of
Queensiand, attack the honesty of the Govern-
ment, and charge all kinds of acis against
the Governinent, slander the peeple of the
State, and th prevent his Administration
from getting money in London. {(Government
cheers.)

[9 p.m.]

Tion, W. II. BARNES: He had a quota-
tion from the ‘‘Financial Times” of 26th
August, 1920, which read as follows:—

¢ QUERENSLAND’S LAND CONTRACTS.
“ REASON TOR FAILURE OF LOAN NEGOTIA-

TIONS, :

“ Mo the Bditor of ‘The Times.
¢ Sir,—The cabled report of the speech
of the Licutenant-Governor of Queens-
Jand on the opening of the Queensland
Parliament gives so misleading an expla-

naticn of the failure of the Premier,
Mr. Theodore, to raise a loan here

: . oL
recently that my committee have felt

constrained tc make public the follow-
ing statement. Every protest having
failed to induce the Government to
either abandon or defer the passing of
the Land Act Amendment Bill of 1920,
known all over Australia as the Repudia-
tion Bill, because of the breach of faith
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with pastoral lessees which it perpe-
trates, the Bill was foreced through Par-
liament at the beginning of this year
through the packing of the Upper House
with new members by the Ministry with
the approval of the Licutenant-Governor.

“ My committee, just prior to the

arrival here of the Premicr, wrote to
the Agent-General for Queensland, ask-
ing him to arrange for a deputation
meeting Mr, Theodore as scon as pos-
sible after his arrival. In accordance
with this request, a meeting $ook place
on 31t May, and various subsequent
meetings were held st Mr. Theodore’s
request, when the whole matter was very
fully discussed. At these conferences it
was again pointed out to Mr. Theodore
that the Act in question violates the
contractual cbligations of the State by
removing, through the arbitrary use of
sovereign power, a vital provision in
the pastoral leases, not only without the
consent, but in spite of the strong
protests of the lesseces.

“It was also pointed out to the Pre-
mier that this violation of contract had
been deliberately forced through by the
present Government of Queensland after
repeated attempts extending over a
period of some five years, during which
time, not in Quecensland only, but in the
Press of this country, the inevitable
resulting damage to the credit of the
State has over and over again been
publicly urged upon them.

“ The damning fact is that the Queens-
land Government claims to alter to their
own advantage & contract to which they
are parties against the will of the other
contracting parties, who are injured by
such alteration. It is repudiation, pure
and simple.

“There was no suggestion of interfer-
ing with the self-governing powers of
Queensland or of any other State within
the British Empire. It was, however,
made very clear to the Premier that
breach of faith is ruinous to the credit
of Governments as well as of individuals,
and that the cne sure rcad to restoration
of credit was to undo the wrong by
repealing the Act and restoring the status
quo ante.

“ Mr. Theodore, the Premier, after
cabled communication with his Govern-

ment, coffered to repeal the Act, but
coupled this offer with the intimation
that his Government would immediately
bring in an Act to tax these pastoral
leaseholds to tha same extent as they
would have suffered by the breach of
the covenant of their leases, thus, in
other words, professing to kcep faith in
the letter while deliberatcly breaking it
in the spirit. This offor was also coupled
with the stipulation that we should jein
with him in a punblic announcement in
the Press that his Government had done
the right thine, and that we were satis-
fied. NWaturally, mv commitice refused
to be parties to any such hollew decep-
tion,

“The Government of Queensland can
pass what legislaticn they like, and use
their sovereign powoer as they pleased;
hut, being a borrowing country, if their
legislation involves, as this Land Act

3
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Amendment Act of 1920 does, breach of
faith or definitc hostility to capital, as
much of their other recent legislation does,
then the State of Qucensland is bound
to suffor the inevitable penalty of being
refused further loans. -

“The Licutenart-Governor, in  his
speech ab the opening of Parliament, is
only throwing dust In the eyes cf the
clectors of Queensland when he triez to
jar the blame on the Queensland delega-
tion, or on tain London financiers,
that rests, in fach, solely on the shouiders
of the present Government of Queens-
land owing to their deliberate breach of
faith.

“Yours faithfully,
“(Biguned) E. H. HitcHixs,
““ Speretary, British Australasian Soclety,
<96 Leadenhall street, E.C.
““25th August.”
He had other quotations which showed thas
the Premier himself shifted from pillar to
post in the hope of trying to improve the
position when he was in the old country,
and he failed absolutely, because right deep
down there was a distinet breach of con-
tract. 1If it were possible for the Govern-
ment to do those things, why was it necessary
to bring in an amending Act in 19187
The Premizr: To amend the previous Act.

Tion. W. H. BARNES: Of course, to
amend the previous Act. The hon. gentle-
man knew that his Government had blun-
dered badly. They had discredited Queens-
land and had robbed it of its fair name,
and now the Premier tried to make out that
he had not heen responsible. The position
to-day was that public servants were being
asked to take debentures to the extent of
10 per cent. of their salary, yet the Premier
tried to make it appear that his Government
bad not been responsible. The country, at
the recent election, gave the answer, not-
withstanding the statements made by the
Premier and his collcagues.

The PREMIER: He was not going to
allow the hon. member, by taking up an
insincere attitude, to misrepresent the case
outside Parliament. The hon. member very
carefully evaded tho point he had made
about being a member of the Government
that introduced the principle in the House.

Hon. W. H. Baexms: He has told you that
he was successful in getting it out.

The PREMIER: The hon. member mush
have been a party to the Bill when 1t was
first drafted in Queecnsland, and a party to
its introduction in the Assembly. If, after-
ward«., he vielded to the pressure of the
squatters of Quecnsland, that was a matter
that was probably of no credit to him. A%
any rate, it did not excuse his first attitude.
Tf the hon. membher thought it was such a
vita] principle undermining the Constitution
of Queensland and was disgraceful and dis-
heonoursble on the part of the Government,
why was he a member of the Government
that introduced it?

Mr. Frrrivxs: He agreed to it on the
second rending.

The PREMIER: Ves; the second reading
was passed, and the cleuss was altered in
Cammittee. The hen. member read a long
extract from a letter written by Mr
Wiichins, scovetary of the Dritish Anstral-
asian Society in London, which was com-
posed mostly of big pastaral companics, and

Hon. E.G. Theodore.]
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in that letter there was a reference made to
sgestion  emanating  from him  (Mr.
Thoodore) in regard o the repcal of the
Act, He wanted to put that before hon.
members in order to show what a weak case
the hon. member for Bulimba had. He was
able to test their bona fides, because, at the
various stages of his discussion in London
with the pastoralists, they kept emphasising
the fact that it was not a question of finance
that was concerning them.
An OpposizioN MEMBER :
The PREMIER: Ves. It was one of the
important factors with him, berause the
Goverr ne,*l‘ recognised that they should pay
the rent. He was not denying that £ s. d.
FES big consideration with the Queens-
land Government. There were two factors

It was with you.

with them—they had to get additional
reven and  cure a gross ancmaly as
the crazing farmers and the

Mr. MoreayN: It cculd have been done in

ancther way.

Ths PREMIER: Yes, it could, as he
would show them. The pastoralists’ repre-
sentatives emphasised time and again that
with themm the money was only a bagatelle.
It was only £100,000 a year spread over
400,000 square miles of country, and on
any individual nr>ld|ng it did not amount to
any re than £200 or 2300 a vear extra
1'out Te said, “Very well; if t""+ is the
veu are not coneerned about the

e we cun cure the anomaly by speci-
ally taxing these protected loases. and, at
the same time, geb the rovenue we want.

I am

,dmd, it vou will withdraw your
oppe te recommend to my CGovern-
moent Act, and we will place
upon ths ("?al taxation which will

the mact eguivalent of the rental.”

to tne financial
rroe to it at all
a3 to whether o
They shifted their
against it. That
as referring to in
member quoted a
hon. member had

]
hianpened in yerard
? They would
their bona fide
principle was at stake.
ground and sai ;
was what Mr. itehi
the letter which the hon.
such grmt length, The
not a leg to s‘ran@ upon., If he were honest
he would admit that, by the action of the
Kidsiton Government, the action of the
Denham Covernment—in passing legisla ation
such as Land Resumption Acts, the Rights in
Water and Water Conservation and Utiliza
tior Act, which dispossessed owners, as well
as the NI

ning on Private Land Act—they
were enasting much greater interference with
vested interests than this Government had

done under this
salid 3

Act. There was not one
umenft which could be used against
the action of the Queensland Government.
He was rather astgnished to find that men.

who were supposed to reprosent farmers’
interestn in Parliament—such as the hon.
me‘m’\u for Burnett and the hon. member

for ®nrilla—so wronghesdedly were stand-
ing ouf against the Government in 1‘90"rd to
t atter, withont any Iogic, and were
propawd to give back tn the squatter the
rents which the Land Court had said were
fair, while extracting from the farmers the
rents they alwars had i

Mr. Mong No; we sav, reduce the
farmers’ yents,
The PREMIER : They had never heard that

cry before, and it was advanced now only
with a view to excusing their friendliness

[Hon. E. G. Theodore.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

towards the squatters and their opposition
to the grazing farmer in this matter. The
hon. member—who talked about doing the
right thing, about undoing the wrong that
had been done—could not show, in the first
place, that any wrong had been done. What
he wanted him to have done was to repeal
the Act, and thus make to the squatters of
Queensland a gift of the large sum paid in
rentals which had been fixed by the Land
Court, and place the squatters again upon
their favourable basis of getting their land
at cne-third that which the farmers had to

ay for the same class of country.

(‘ov "RNMENT MEwBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. CORSER: The Treasurer had sur-
rounded this business with guite a new
argument. When the Bill was going through
they did not hear that the Premier was
going to use as an argument the fact that
the agreement did n contain anything
which would show that repudiation was being
carried out by the amending Act. They
claimed that the pastoral sestion of !the
eommunity had made big profits and were
able to pay increased taxation, and they were
going +» make them do it. If the present
Government could repudiate the conditions
under which the squatfiers neceived their
leases. thev would next turn their attention
ts the grazing farmer. or the agricultursl
farmer, and zlter the conditions under which
those tenants of the Crown recoived their
leases. The Premier made reference to repu-
diation in the Rights in Water and Water
Conservation and  Utilization Aect, and
claimed that some psst Administration was
responsible for the confiscation of rights
undey that In the 1915-1515 session the

s

hon. gentleman  holding  the of
} )‘(“"H(\‘“ ‘.f)‘dilv I'no\"(‘.df'
“That it is desirable that n Bill be

atroduced to amend the R‘ghts in Water
and Water Consarvation and Utilization
Act of 1910 in certain particulars.”

t anv yrepudiation, why did not
thev, in that amending Bl re ctify  the
injusti A great song had been wmade
vey could not “he borrowed from

ntry, besanse of certain romo 01~
{ations which had bsen made, and not because
of the acticn of the Gm ernment.  Listen

to what the Government said in 19156—
¢ With the object of carrying out a
gigantic schemeo of 1 railway construction
which will not he of the °lxg}wh"t value
to the workers and producers of the
State. the present Government are again
in the London money market. The non-
sueecss of the loan is evidence of the
by horae investors in the present
tretion in Queensland, who ave
ng the burdon of debt <,nr1 intorest
at o time when }(nms aggregating ﬁcmly
£15.020.000 will be close upon due for
parment, and further loans will have to
he fAcated to vedeem them.”
That was contained in the Labour bible, the
“little red book.” in 1915, when comment-

ing upon a loan which they thought was going
t0 be unsuccessful on the other side, and MOV
rhowed that it would be unsuccessful beesuse,
as claimed, tho monev-Ienders had no

confidence in tha then Gevernment. What
the Gowernment szid in<t tha past Govern-
ment. he cleiined, aoainst the
Governmant to-dav.
At Afteon minutes past 9 o'clock p.m.,
The CnatrMan resumed the chair.

oo
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Mr, CORSER (continuing): The “ little red
book,” which he had guoted from, said that
the Goverument believed in the abolition
of 'aubhc borrowing. Yet to-day they found
the Government asking for a loan of
£20,000,000.

Mr. FLETCHER: He had liztened very
attentively to the Premier, but the main issue
was blinded by many words. It was a matter
of privcip An agreement should be he
binding, whether by word or deed, and the
Government should be an example to the
rest of the communite as to how to act in
such a matter, He rhought me 1‘1m er W
going to say there was
the Aot of ldACo, w hxcﬂ g

=

T
for amends
; » had looked
fmum that 1t i
rend ’3}9 t

i3S \ct

the

inval rent for each period after

; 11l not ‘ed the annual rent
payable for the next preceding pori
re than one-half of the anuual rent
pazuhle for such preceding period @ Pro-
vided that wnothing in this =ub i

shall ba deemed to Jis
rent

it the n
ey be detes mm“d
en of th(\ Land Act,

The ]Ccli’\s were

under
900

wiieh

CHER

of the 1802

re oxe-
ament
reason
in the
H*e

uP””A

inut }Wm\]*
‘ing regard only to such enhe
the 1rub so dt\tormim*d shz‘,.
er be pagable for the remainder
term, or until the rent iz aga
wsed under this part of the Act, as
e 1ay be.”’
nothing te do with the fact of
ug gotie up in value. It was not

That he
cattle h
applicable,

The Preuier: You have not quotsd the
section of the 1805 Act which stipulated tha:
that Act was subject to amendment.

My, FLETCHER: Scction 2 said that it
was suLJL»t to amendment provided the Go-
vernment went on with the conistruction of
public works.

The Previr: No. Every Act passed by
this Parliament is subject to amondm(‘nt

Mr. FLETCHER: The Premier said
they were defending  the sqL.ltmr against
the grazing farmer; but it was nothmg" of
the sort ras simply a matter of principle,
He had no brief for the squatter, but if
they broke an agreement the whole wmntr
was injured. He agreed with the Premier
that the rents were too low, but if tno' mwade
an agreement they had to stick to 1t, even
if it was o bad one, just the same as if
it was a good one.

Mr. PAYNE (Jﬂtclzc/?): Memberz of the
Opposition had = perfect right to criticise,
but it was deplorable to see the ignorance
of some hon. moembers when they talked
about the so-called “ Repudiation Act.”’ He
advised the hon. member for Port Curtis,
before he spoke again on the matter, to find
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ont the true facts in connection with it. In
the districts represented by the hon. member
for Barcoo and himself a Jocal man could not
be got to oppose the Labour candidates, and
that in itseif would prove that the men who
were on the land in those districts knew the
true statc of affairs. If the present Govern-
meant had beewn so cruel as to take something
away from the pastoralists which had been
given to thews, the people would have made
an outery about 1. The 50 per ocnt. restric-
ien enly applied to grazing selections or

holdings takeu up prior to 1402
one lnw wa ade for the man on the
Aadd who took his sclection up before 1802

ran who took 1t
understavd, but
fm‘ er tnod

e for 4
» could
HOW ‘u‘)« 11

at

un
that was

If there
given, 1
tonk
who

given to thc man
1902, because the
land after 1802 had
gone through more droughts and
losy more s than the men
who took up thulr land prior to
When the Philp Jovernwment passed

lax.u af

tcok up thelr

Wi
mea

Act there was distress among land-

J1 over the State, and stock were

in every portion of the State. The
financial  institutions would not advance
monwy to aseist thoss persons to restock their
holdings un} they got an extension of

it was not till
7 with

thoir Iaa,

) LA t 8
The lato

sbout, T r [
Bell, brought ju the Bill, and shot 1t 1hrough
the Touse in the ea Iy hours of the morn-

that law. like any other
waor subject to amend-

ment ﬂmmrnt The resalt wuas that
some paid 4d. and 5d. per acre,
whilst cther land of similar quality,

from that
a rental which

separated only by a wire fence
o land, tho lesse

Dby

3

was  considera The previous
Government  recognis injustics  ocea-
stoned by these xum and the hon.
1emboer imba . momber of the
Government ssed the second read-
ing of a g a similar provision
to the ‘Repudiation Aet” of this

H./ wounld strongly advize new mem-

bers of the House not to he led by a parrot
cry made by men who got up in the House
and made statement: when they did not
know svhat th v were sayving.  If there was
no other veason for passing the Tand Act
Amendment Act of 1920, that Act should have
been passed for the one reason alone—that
it brought all holdings to the same level
in regard to the fixing of rent. Quoting from
official figures which he had ebtained from
the )m.m Department, he {found that in his
own electorate—the Mitehell districi—thore
wus a tofa 1,356 grazing sclections,

cul of pretocted by the
53 per cevt. tion rent: while, on
the other hrmd. h)m\ wo sixtvnine big
holdings in th T»’ﬁtr*’l’\“ strick, held princi-

b absenten wome of th

nally

thers in va

in Fngland, « c ious par
tha Comumonwvealth, They did no\“ i
t d were, therefore, cor “Ubllh"}h

abeE omlaf d revenun, mmy

six out of t hig holdings, out of “ixtv-nine,
were protected by the 50 per cent. limitation
in it was the Jml“xmnl wve in thoss
biex Tholdirzs in Ensﬂanu who Dn]lr\f“ the
money ring when the Premier visited Eng-
land in connection with loan matters. He

My, Smith}
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desired to stress the point that it was not

the Government thuat fixed the rent, but an
mdo:)c'mw* body of men abov e j’.ndal nt,
known a: *‘the Land Court.” Soms hoo.
m(unbu*a opposite talked

s great deal about
being the poor man’s friends. He said they
talked with their tongues in their cneek>
\»hcn they talked like that, because, in doing
se, they e not & ing the small man
on the land but the big absentee landholder.
They were re ily taking the part of the big

T
man every time they got up and howled

about the so- c,ah >d cpudiation Act.”
The CHAIRM. i lilke to point

out to hom. rmembeors that the quostion noew
before the Committee deals with the Agent-
CGeneral for the State. The debate has,
apparently, worked round to something that
coui:d more properly be discussed on some
of the Fﬁtimat& of the Lands Department.
A good deal of latitude h’lS been allowed to
hon. members on both sides, but I would
ask hon. members, in further discussing the
vote, to keep strictly to the question before
the Committee.

Mr. WARREN (#Murrumba) sald that he
would like to deal with the extravagance of
the Government, and their protestations
regarding the need for economy. He would
like to sec some covidence of that desire.
The hon. member for Enoggera, who moved
the reduction of the vote by £2,000, pointed
out very clearly that, on that vote alone,
there was room for economy. They had
heard the Premicr making accusations
against certain gentlemen who had gone
to the old country; they had heard him
mako some oxtravagant statements; but all
the hon. gentleman said had only gone to
ghow that the sole reason for the deplorable
financial position of Queensland was not the
visit of the delegation to England, but the
wctions of the Government themselves. With
regard to the hon. gentleman’s attack on the
dolegation, all he could say was that, if
their financial position was so bad that three
gentlemen could go to England and prevent
the Governmenf getting money with which
to carry out an immigration policy, then the
position of the State must be very bad
indeed. He quite admitted that it was the
duty of the Opposition to assist the Govern-
ment in getting money; but it was not the
fault of the. Opposition, or of the men who
went to England, that the Government were
unable to get money. The very fact that
it was necessary for the Premier to go to
England for money proved conclusively that
the Government had no more idea of
economy than the nrodigal son. The most
important thing in the interests of the State,
in the interests of progress and of immigra-
tion to fill their sparc spaces, was for the
Government to admijt their responsibility for
the position in which they found themselves.
They all knew how the late Premier said
that he was going to )1'11(0 the pastora]ists
squeaal.  The two Acts of repudiation cited
br the Premier wore not dene to got money,

The Government Had done evervthine that
it was possible te do to get monev, and thev

had done things that swere absolutely dis-
reputatde,  They had d me things that weve
not fair and square and honest: and, if the

peaple of Queenst
the mwfon th

by

snd v"‘w eoine to rnn’tifv
had mﬂc@(] themselves 1in
sutting in power a (fovernmert wha were

veckless and reogardless of the nrincip}os of
honest=, they  wonld have ta meet the
position fairly in the face.

[3r. Smdth.
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Supply.
Amendment  (Mr.  Kerr’s) put and
negatived.

My, MORGAN moved the reduction of the
votn by £1. He had already given his
reasens for the amendiment.

Question—That £14,859 only be granted—
put; and the Committee divided :—
Ayrs, 20.
Mr. Apy‘: sy, Kerr
B >~

- Petrie
.. Toberts,
Itoberts,

J. H.C.
T.R.

’s I'lmdler

Warren

,. Green .
. dJones
Tellers: Mr. Kerr and Mr, Taylor.
Nogs, 37.

Mr. Barber Mr. Huxham

. Bertram , Kirwan

,, Brennan ., lLand

,» Bulcock ,. Larcombe
., Collins ., McCormack
., Conroy ,. Mullan

,, Cooper, F. A, .. Payne

,» Ceoper, W. ., Pease

., Coyne ., Peterson

,, Dash ., Pollock

,, Dunstan .. Riordan

,, Ferricks ,, Ryan

., Filrelly ., Stopford

,, Foley . Theodore

.. Forde ,, Weir

., Gilday ,» Wellington
., Gillies ., Wilson

,, Gledson ., Winstanley
,, Hartley

Tellers: Mr, Pease and Mr. Weir.

Resolved in the negative.
Originzl question put and passed.

ATUDIT OFFICE.

The PREMIER moved that £14,935 be
rrrantel for ‘“Audit Office.” There were
very few votes to call attention to except
tuose brought about by the increased classifi-
cation; £13,450 was spent last year and a
littie more was asked for this year.

Mr. ((‘RDTR wanted to know if the mem-
bers would be able to get the report of the
Au r-Ceneral on State ontervmse\ befors
they came to that vots, Last year’s Auditor-
Grencral’s rTepors on Stan enterprises which
Yie held in his hand had never been dealt
vith by the House, and he would like to get
an assurance from the Premier that Lhey
Would get this year’s report before the vote
ecame ol

The PREMIER: He would he hanpr to
make inquiries from the Auditor- Genexzﬂ as
to when he would have his report ready; but
the Government had no control Whatever
over the Auditcr-General in the matter of
his report. There was no control over the
Auditor-General in the matter at all. He

would ask the Auditor-General when he
expected to have his report ready.
Question put and nassed.
COMMISSIONER OF PRICES.
The PREMIER moved that £4.185

for ¢ Commissioner of Prices.”
possible by the

granted
This was @ now vote made
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passage of the Act at the beginning of the
year. He thought the Commissioner was doing
good work under the Act that was passed.

Mr. XERR: He would like an assurance
from thg Premicr thet no new appointments
were anticipated. e would like to know if
the staff were drawn from the public depart-
ments. A Commissioner is appointed at ESOO
but he had nothing tec say against that. Then
they ‘Odnd an m<pe0to" at £400. That was
ential also. They found that there was a
at .Bul(), a typist nt £100, and
r at £75. 1t emed rather
ridiculons to designate the o'zlv cletk in a
sma;l office like that—a subdepartment, they
might say, of the State Enterprises Office—as
a chiet clerk. Tho department could easily
have been dovetailed into one of the other
departments, for the simple reason that they
knew some public servants were not fully
engaged and could do the work if a
rearrangement were made. That would save
£100 for a clerk and £75 for the messenger,
A clerk in another office could do the work
of looking after the Commissioner and
inspector and attending to the nccessary
ocorrespondence.

Mr. MORGAN: He intended to move a
reduction in the vote by £1 in order to call
attention to the way in which the dairymen
of Queensland had been treated. (Opposition
“ Hea,r hears!”) Requests were made by the
dairsmen of Queensland that the price of
butter should be placed upon London parity,
as_in other States of Australia. The price
originally was fixed without inquiry in any
shape or form, and any man who had
followed the evidence at the recent inquiry
must come to the cenclusion that every bt
of evidence submitted to Mr. Ferry was in
the direction of proving that the dairymen
were being sweated in order to provlde the
citics and towns with butter at a price thac
was not giving them fair remuneration. It
was stated by *he Dairymen’s Association
that they were losing at ‘the rate of £8,000
per week because the price here was not the
same as was fixed in other States of Aus-
tralia. Other evidence submitted by them
was to the effect that they wers not making
a living at present prices. Witness after wit-
ness said that farmers were abandoning
dairying. He would like to read an ex tract
from a newspaper as to what happened in
Maryborough—

“THE PRicE OF BUTTER.
“ Marvhorough 3rd December.

“ Referring to the decision of the Prices
Commissioncr not to grant the roqmat of
the dairying and producing interests to
incrcase the local price of butter to the
London parity, as announced in to-day’s
¢ Courier,” Mr. J. B. Desn (chairman of
directors of the Marvborough (o-opera-
tive Dairy Co., Limited) said that the
evidence of everv witness before the Com-
ssioner chowed that the cost of pro-
ducma commercial butter was moxe than

s 7d. per lb., mentioned by Mr. Ferry.
Ho was nr€~on’c at the first day of the
and he knew that the evidence
tinctly against the Commissioner's
E nn The covidence showed that the
prr:o price was not sufficient to meet
Hm o= t of production. The
dey was thet dairymen were selling out
all over the nlace. cmd men were leaving
the land or else reducing their herds so
hnt their families might obtain the high
« paid in the cities. Fle mﬁrlmputed

_a
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that the dairy companies’ executive would
take the matter up, and deal with it at a
meecting to be held leter. It was a blcat
mistake to compel the dalrymen of

and, considering what they had

to seil ‘\uuor n Queenlar

price than what Dﬂo’ﬂ in other
of the (ommonwealth were

the foliowing par
a Brisbane paper:—
AxD DameviNg

oA fall 8 off in the number of persons
enfmced in farming and t.alr‘,'mg is shown

by t nual lepr‘rt of the Department
of vuft re.  Lest year the number
enga it ning was 32,086, and in

i
dairying 25, 5. but the aggregate was
fewer by 2,358 than in 1918, and in that
ar rhe totﬂ was fewer by 6,259 persons
than in 1817, Thus, as applied to m‘miﬂg
and dairying, the rural population was
few er by 8,018 persons than three years
azo.
That was evidence from the Agricultural De-
partment itsclf, which could not be refuted,
showing that the dairying industry was
gradually cecasing—that it was \'amchmg
Notwithstanding thdt they had the Commis-
sioner—he did not think he had dome it
deliberately, but ew'ldontlv he was not the
man for the position, because he could not
weigh  evidence—refusing to increase the
price of butter. Xvery bit of evidence was
in favour of an increase. The Housewives’
Asgociation of Brisbane, who alone objected
or were there to represent the consumers,
gave no cvidence. In fact, the lady who
appesred for them a dmitto'l that the wives
and children of the dauv farmers were sub-
1ect o slavery, that they were not getting a
lair thing.
The PreEmizr: Are not the farmers getting
a record price at the prezent time ?

Mr. MORGAN: That was no argument
at ad, because it cost more to produce butter
to-day than ever it did, with the exception
of the drought period. Everybody knew
that the dairymen had had a hard struggle
for two or three years. The Government
should do all they possibly could to find

high markets for those people, and they
should get the very highest price it was
possibie to get, independent of the cost of

production. A great many of them owed
money to the Government. They owed rent
for their lands which they had not been
able to pay during the last two or three
vears, and if the Commissioner fixed the
price of butter at the present cost of pro-
duction, how would it be possible for those
men to meet their Habil thes, and pay their
mcomc tax during the eoming year? The
same thing appheu in regard to the price of

meat.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! I request the
hon. member to keep to the vote.

Mr. 3ORGAN: He was dealing jsit»h the
fixation of priess, and was showing why
cattle were being sent out of Queensland.

.The Commissioner was doing a great deal

State, owing to the way
in which he was dc ing with the primary
producor., He asked the Premier to give
a gaod resson why the dairymen of Queens-
Tand rhould be compelled to seil their butter
t 365, per cwt, less than the price in the
Southern States. It was the same with other
praduce—ther were compelled to sell it at

Mr. Morgan.]

of injury to the
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less than the cost of production. The Com-
missioner had not been called upon to fix
the price of board and lodging charged by
hotels and others, who had increased their
prices when they were paying huge prices
for all commodities, Thoso people had
raised their tariff as much as £1 per day
in many cases, but they had not been brought
down again, and the Government had done
nothing to bring about proper prices. They
taxed the poor, unfortunate small farmer
when first got into office, by seizing his
selling it at lower than the cost
of production. They compelled him to sell
his wheat at 3s. 6d. per bushel, when it was
worth 8s., and to-day they were doing the
same thing, Couniry members did not
intend to sit down and see the farmers being
unjustly treated.

Rr. NOTT (S cerfain the Go-
vornment v economy on this
occasion, in ti of the industrialisg

and the city dwellers, at the expense of the
dairy farmer in particular. He was pleased
to hear the Premier say that the Govern.
ment should be a model employer. The
Commissioner had fixed the price of butter
at 238s. a owt. for consumption in Queens-
land.

The PreMIer:
has ruled.

Mr. NOTT: If the Commissioner had not
fixed that rate they could have obtained 274s,
When industrialists approached the Arbitra-
tion Court and rocoived more wages they
were told, * Good luck to you 1f vou can get
more.” In 5 case the dairymen could get
more. but they were blocked and were forced
to tako % amount. It was

to % smaller
unfeir. Tt would o there w

The highest price that ever

money  com censland.
satisfactary the >
were, the greater v ¢
3 PR ¥
Ea

; ihe cities
the thow oa;:hf
durinq the last two ye:

bosn a chahco of

received
w ould h ave

bmlm. s i'hcj: ha b o domrf. r‘onle
with coni uld ecome ro, and greater
amoun i wav of {axa-
tion, thus et financial burden
of the Sta’cc e was a neeessity for
inereased profuction. but it would not be
brought nhuut in this manner. He hoped

the Governraent wonld give assistance to the
establishment of socondary industries in con-
nection with dairyz and go into the
question of the manufacture of powdered
milk, casein, and those things,

Mr. F. A, COOPER: The unfortunate
thing about the primary producer was, they
brow:ht wﬂma s along, not to prove the
actual coxt of production, but to make out
that 1t cost 6a. 4d., 6s. 6d., and one even
went so far as to say it cost 6s. 8d. to pro-
duce a pound of butter. To fr¥ fo make
mmiti batiewe that because all the
ew(L nee was in favour of an inereased pries
for buttor it was one of the “bloomers” the
pr'mml v pu‘dm'“)\ made in stating their case
to the Commissioner. e had never heard
onc hit of evidence brought forward to_show
that the Piico Fiving Commissioner did any
thing detrims: “Wfal to the industry. As far as
he had bheen able to glean, the Commissioner
was a We'ltlﬂm n who gave every attention
to the worl upon which he was engaged. THe
made full inquiry and search, and did every-

[Mr. Nott.
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thing it was possible for him to do to ascer-
tain the facts. If the primary producers
were so foolish as not to bring along the
proper facts for the Commlssloner, whose
fault was that?

Mr. Bepsixgron: e did not want them.

At half-past 10 o’clock p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN said: Under Standing Order
No. 306, I must now leave the chair, and
make my report to the House.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN
reported progress, and the Committee
obtained leave to sit again to-morrow.

The House adjourned at thirty-one minutes
to 11 o'clock plm.





