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Questions. [ 6 DECE:>1BER.] Questions. 493 

lVlo:mAY, 6 DECE~JBEH. 1920. 

The SP£.\KEH IHon. W. Bertram, Jlarcc) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock p.m. 

A"CDlTCR-GEl\iEIU.L"S REPORT OX 
C'EJ'\TR.~L SuGAR-:UILLS. 

The ~PE.\ KER :mnounced that he had 
l'Ccci·,ecl fl·orn the Audit~Jl'~G(_•neral his rf'port 
on th(' ttc.:cuuut.;;; of the central sugar-1nills 
under Gon'riHllCnt controL and self-controlled 
lnills inrlcbtecl to the T1·ca ury, for the year 
.cmdccl 30th June, 1920. 

Orclcred to be printed. 

Q"CESTIO::-:s. 

FREE H..\U.W.\Y l'As,··;s ron PATILIAME"TARY 
()_\:\DlDATES. 

Mr. S\VAY_:\/E (Jiirani) askccl the Sccre­
tar for llaihYays--

" 1. If 1-lr. Pca~c. '"lien contr··.ting the 
Hcrbcrt b-.--election before he bcca1!1C a 
lt1Pmber ot' Parliaawnt, \y,-as iu posse·c .ion 
of a free raihYay pd~--. '? 

'· 2. \re re ar;· of the candidates, 
not at th~ ti<t1C' being of J!arlia-
nwnt1 who contest~d lJarlia1ucnt·lry elec­
tions duri11g this ycru· in the jnterc~t3 
of th0 GoYcrnment party, giYl~n railway 
passes or any otbor priYi1·_g0 not possessed 
by the genend public?" 

The SECRETARY FOR R.\IL\VAYS 
{lion. J. LatcmuLe, It. C2- pcl) replieJ-

" 1. No. 
"'2. Xo." 

bTATE FisiiELY ExTERf'lUSE. 

::\1r. FRY (il'!inlprt) asked the Mini,,ter m 
Charge of State Enterpri'~,cs-

" 1. \Yh<1t an1ount of capital is in\'csted 
in tlJe Stule fisl1ery enterp1·i~o '! 

" 2. \Yhat is the total cost of rnanage­
ITlQllt n nd upkeep of the \Yholc induRtry 
to dat-: '! 

"3. \\'hat is the tctrrl reYCllUD rt•ccivDd 
from thL• inductrv to cla.tc. e·.:cl•1sivc of 
anJonl!ts allotted t~) it frm11 other branchB3 
of State PntC'qH'i:5('S, or othtor\vise '[ 

'' 4. \Yhnt amount of canital is inYestcd 
in (r•) the ftsh market. •1l10p, anrl ,-:had 
at th'' south side of Victoria Bridge; (b) 
\Y "'Ill n:n r .:coiYinr: and cold de­
rot; (1") Statr• branch fi h ehopc. to ~lude 
all otlwr building,, and elwps ncc-ted 
"-ithin t!Je State; (:1) mnchinory and other 
equilnnent ncccs~ary for carrying on thC' 
induc.try; (c) the cost of the State tra"·ier 
tn dab~. including nAs and all other 
·f'C}Uipnlcnt used in conrwction with trawl­
ing': 

"5. Is it the intention of the GO\·crn­
lnent to >Yithclraw the State trawler from 
roL<1l11is- ion with a YiDw to Ji~posing- of 
her) and t1Jus saYing further losses to the 
State in this Yenturc ?" 

Th<' 'TREASL'RER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly, 
Paddington) replied-

"1 to 3, and 4 (a) to (d). The compilation 
of this infonnation is now nearinu­
fmalisotion, ancl will ~'e fnrni,hcd in th"C 
annual report of the Connni~siouer to b:J 
pres(•nted to Parlian1ent this 1\·eck; (c) 
£44,823 Os. 5d. net. 

"5. The_ tmwlc'r v·ill lw laid up. I 
\nm.lcl rennnd the hon. l'lCJnber that th>'rG 
was of a~certaining tlw uitn.bilitv 
Oi~ of oHr grmnlds only b~ th'C 
use tnnder." 

ST_,'fi~ TH.'l \"\'LER. 

~.Ir. 2·IOHG-A:\' (Jiurilla). in the absence of 
l\Ir. \Ya..lk0r. a:o;kcd the J.li11i-;tcr in Cha1·gc 
of State Enteqn·ises~ 

"1. \Yhat quantit:· of fish \Yas caught 
by the Stat~ tnnYlcr durin~· the three 
molltbs ended 31st October last' 

"2. lJm,- much of the fi,h caught was 
-(a) sold to the · •ublic; (IJ) de.strovcd? 

'· 3. \\'bat \Vn ~ the gross return fron1 
of fts!J cauvht by the trm\ !er during 

per1od mcnhoncd in (1) ' 
'' " .. \Ylwt was tlw total cost of running 

H~c L·a:wlcr durino' the period) inclusive 
of \i:ag_cs. sn 1ar3 •s, OYCl·hn1o, repairs, and 
Dll Incideni rtl expenses?'' 

'l'hc TREAS"CRER repliecl­
" l. 15,910 lb. 

15,670 lb. sold to State fish 
; (b) 240 lb. 

.. 3. £412 17s. lOd. 
£1,216 16,, 3d. net. Thoro is no 

between tlw Stat,, fish market 
thP trawl('l', as the onerations of 

the tra-wler haYc been Confined to 
explorator,\? work." 

R.ICIXG l'LUB INQUIRIES. 

:Vlr. FOllDE (llock!wmpton) asked the 
.l~_._ttorncy-G-cnL ral-

" 1. b ho aware• of the fact that cer­
~ain ~·ncing clubs in Oueen~land, includ­
mg tnc '}uecnsl,md Turf Club and the 
AllJion l'ark Jockey Club, conduct all 
racing inquiries in private. and some­
tinws arrive at decisions to disqualify 
owner::., jocke~Ys, and trainers without 
tlw publiC', \Vhos(~ patronag(-) n1akes rac­
ing pos~iblc. being afforded an oppor­
tunity of rearling the t.:Yidcnce in the 
columns of the l'rcqs? 

'' 2. \Yhat ra('ing clubs in Qn0en'-\land 
achnit th,~ i)rcss to racing i11quiries at 
the prc~ cnt tjmc? 

'' 3 . ..:.\s the Labour party is oppo:::ed 
to all trials that arf' conductccl in the 
dal'k, v. ill he consider the adviJabilit\~ 
of ur·:iwr the Cabinet to introduce lcgis­
l·tion immediat0!~- compellinr: all racing 
clubs in Queensland to admit accredited 
r,- prt'scnta.tiYcs of the PresG to all racing 
iEquiries? 

"4. \Yill he consider the advisabilitv 
of taking action to urge the Queensland 
Turf C'ub and the Albion Park Jockev 
Club to agree in the meantime to aclm(t 
the Press to all racing inquiries the 
~a1ne as the Central QllE~nsland Racing 
As .:wiation am! the Korth Queensland 
R.acing Association agreed to some ti1no 
ago?" 

Th•' A'L'TORJ'\EY-GE:'\ERAL (Hon. J. 
MCLL \l\. Flinrlen), repliccl­

" 1. ·Yes. 
"2. ']_'his inforrr.ntion will be obtained. 
"3. The 1nattor will be cor:·idel·ecl bv 

the GoYf'i'Dl11l'llt as soon as possible, .., 
"4. I IYill COll1111Ulli( :-tto v1ith the raC'­

ing' dubs 111CntioncrL \,·it.h the view of 
getting the Prcsii adn1ittcd to all racing 
inquiries." 
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\VES'f\\7 001) •• COCKY" TRAfX. 

:.\IL PErrJ.~H~·'fC-.J CrormanUy) a.~·kcd the 
Sc{?.._'C'h l'\' for l1ail\Ya,. s~ 

"i. \Yhat >Y<'lT th" dcpa l'lmcntal rea-
on~ fo1· · ·what is 

district? 

l'Ull 

Cll tl 
~:; e! 1 a~~ Ll 

" train 

carnjngs of this 
six n1o:1ths 1n-iot 

\Yets inYoh-ed in 
saiHD period 

TL,__' Si:.CEET~\R-'{ FOH RAIL\Y..:\YS 
rel;licd--

.. 1. T'hr· Ro· ':-1Ia:::lnton-\\ .. est· .. ood local 
ti·ain La· been withdrawn, but its place 

~i· ·;\~~-( t;·~~1~~~1 t~~:l 1~ho of ono 

a n1inutc··-: of the 
of ilH: ·\~,'p Jt'l·-oc;d tra:u, 
Ll't' r s.__·r\"iCC' Ld ~he unt·,-. ll'd 

·· 2 and .:;,_ 'rlw p_ tna.l 
aY<Ll·tL>lt'. r.·cords 

jO:_.:rnr ~. 

(!l'G net 
tlu:• llUlll-

lh l' of 
ah.a:·s 

·· 4. See 

train 
hoY·;ever. 

anS\YCl' to No. 1." 

C1-HLL.\C;OE A:'\'D ETHERIDGE HAIL­
WA':S AC'l' ""\.~IE:\DMENT BILL. 

8ECOXD UE.\DING. 

rl'11 p pp~~.1IER (lion. E. G. Theodore, 
Ciliilur;or): I beg to move-That this .Bill 
bl' · 1'Cad a srcond tin1c. __ \_t. tho 1nit1al 

tho BilL 1 gave the pnnc1pal reaso~s 
introdLlCtion. It has onl-- tV\'O rna.Hl 

feature ono of which is to incrca~o the 
crPdit of the manrtger of the. Ch1~lagoe 
1_ ·ork- bY ren1oYing the arbitrar:y hrrut In the 
Act r~r1 t{iring him to _keep \vithi1; the an1ount 
ap1wopriatcd by Parhan1ent dun~1g_ the ye~tr. 
Thu other is to remove the rcstnctwn whiCh 
prPYC1lts the GovC'rn~cnt fro:r:n 1vork1ng cer­
tain mining prorlC'rbcs acquue~l under the 
nriginal Act a.s -.;,yell as other mines, the ore 
from which will assist in tho jlrofitable wo:·k­
ing of the smelters.. I shall be glad to g1ve 
hen. "JCmbrro• any further mformatwn wh1ch 
th0v n•qy rr-quire. 

'1\J:r. lVIOORE (Aub/_7ny): Considering the 
gc'JWral position of affairs to-day,_I think .wo 
should haYf' a great deal of 1nforma~tlon 
J,efore this Bil1 is rmt through. The Auditor­
General's r0port says that practically the 
whole of the copper for the smelters comes 
f,-, ,.,, one mine, and tlmt " all ore treated at 
+h0 l0acl fnrn:H''E' has been purchased, fully 
fhrPf'-fonrths of which cnn1c from one mine." 
Tn lt.·iping out the provision contained in tho 
1918 Act. it appears that the Government 
do not on lv -.;vant to \Vork their o1vn mines, 
but t heF "·'ant to a C(jUi no mines belonging to 
other people, and undf'r the preBent condi­
tion of afl'airs. tiHd does not seem at all 
wise. The·: ha YP alrea.d:;· spent OYer £100,000 
n.orc t-lum the Art allo"·s thPm to do. It is 
h0con1j11f-! a c·)nlmon practice with tho 
GoYNlllM'nt to breok their own law. The 
l'CJlort from the Auditor-.Gene~·al tries to 
cover up the maladmnustrat10n of the 

!Hon. E. G. Theodore. 

Gnvprnrnent 111 l:rcaking their O\Yl1 law~ 
Tlwrn \. <13 a ".pr'cific fE'OYi::,lon put in the Act 
"bicl; SilYS thrtt no more than £100,000 shall 
L·e pent.' 

Thr· Prnc:--.nER: Do ~.-ou suggest that the 
Anditol·-GcnC'ral covcr"'··d up sorn.ething? 

.. \fr. 'VOORE: No; bnt he trif~ to mak~ 
ir t ~~~\· for thP Cr \ crnn1t~nt to excuse thcn1-
~·,h-c·i fc 1' tlL'V ha vo done ·which 
tL0v had 1-:o right rlo~ Iu An1€'l'ica son1e 
of thC' roppr'l' 1~1inf -, h·_!.Y: closrd do1·yn alto-

otlH'r hnn' rf•clncccl their output by 
C('J:t. in ;An r-ndr•:-tvonr to keep the 
hich .0-.lav dov n to £85, the 

1l1r'r;(l2 · the othPr day that it 
'\YcnlJ not LK~ pr()fttal'1c to \York the rnino~--

Thf' PRC:\fTt:R : 1 f r·onnPr rmno dcnvn bclo\v 
!'30, it y.·onlcl not be pl:ofitablo. 

[ t Pf'm.J extraordinarv to 
in -th2 ::_\~orth p!'~~ent 

c :• -. e1arkl•t, 1 ·hen nnnes 
h ,,.c cJo:-:;cd ckHnl in A_rncrica bccau~e they 
> r··c unprofrtHLlc. 

The Pr:E_.1ER: \Ye alv; :tys have a fluctua­
ting- n1·~rkct in copper. 

• '1'. :uno ne;: It lms the rise for 
tb, last b\ n •.1 , has fallf'n, 

the P",inr''3 CFl' on]v half-time 
:1n c~d{•,Jvour to kcr}:l tlw up. and 

t·l~~, Pr·?n!1cr 1'/:>nb to sink a lot of the 
t· xn ~, ·' monev ln 211 c-11tcrprisc in 1vhich 
t'--, {.-~,dons not ·;;:. "'t'1ll to be D~1 opportunity 
of d0Yclopm<'nt. I thi;;k if the Government 
h<t~--, \',-astc~. it is beth~r to go on 
' ith ,,-hid! w0 know would be 

B ~ i l'rig:d ion-than to l?Ut it 
\"-'h-icb ITl:l'.· bf' n hng-e f.'l1Jure. 

The n•Jnln[; jp,~n tn7 i~·1 thf :)~o1:th ~o far 
l1a~ be011 a rcqnlnr' si1:I.::: for n1oncy, and 
n-:-·on1c~ h J_ve lo~t h.rg-e sums in it. and no\V, 
t:'c ,··ns:.:- th0 Govprnn~ent have taken over tho 
n"'PH0Ll. thPv y n.nt to invr:st th0 taxpayers" 
nJonov. Thr;•c•-fonrtbs of th0 Ic~d or0 com0s 
frnn1 ~one rnino, and no1v t.hn GoYPrnn1ont 
w::n1t to take it over, appnr0ntly on tribute. 
T do not :<(·" RP:V ncln1ntn;.,c in that. Tho 
Prcrnicr ha.s t()lcl ns nothing abont anv other 
Tninc~. or anY partic11lars about \'-'httt he 
,._ a.nts to take over. He just comes along 
'vith somP Yag-no particulars, and wants us 
to give him carte blanche to spend fl.S much 
!TlOnf:'v :u l1c Jikrs. In th0 T1y·umror's State­
n'lnnt' hP pointed nut works thnt ;vo~1ld _he 
of rrf'nuinn bcn0fit to Our,_,nsland-Jrngation 
work~ only 1va 1ting to bo Rtartod. An:r 
n1oncv put into ·works such as th:se, 
which we know are going to be productive, 
won 1 r! be well spent. 

Mr. PoLT.O<'K: Go into dctctils and show 
us where Chillagoe has not been successfuL 

Mr. MOORE: It has only been working 
for a. ven· sl10rt time. The Anditor­
C0nf'l'~] in hiR report savs they have been 
rPaRonabl~, Sl!"cessful, only b"rausc of the 
lo· nurchasf' cost 

Th.P PRE"·~TFR.: Do vou sav thPv \r;,·on't be­
succc~ sful u-udcr Stato~ cntrrprise? 

Mr. 1\fOORE: The Auditor-General in his 
rr·port says-

" T'hn f··~J1o\vlng fart,)rs undoul--;t,.rlly 
'D._l'ibnt---.cl to th,~ :-:ucc0ss of th" unr1f'r­

tf!.ki·~g during the prriod unc18r re\~iPw :-
" 1. The ]m,- purdw.se cost, together 

v;;lth t!1" rnrvl0n1tc o~ltlaY incurr0d in 
nlnrinc;- the whole concorn. on a wmking­
basi~." 

The PunnER: That is one factor. 
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::'\Ir. JHOORE: Fmthcr, he says-
,, 2. The orgtn~· ation in respPct to ore 

supplies and improYemcnts effected in 
dctling with the same." 

The l'RE:\!IEU: Tlwc,, are bYo hctor'. Rea cl 
on. 

:\ir. :\IOC'RE-
" 3. The cfficic11t administration 1n 

rr p( ·t to labour. 
"' 4. The cffc,ctivc coding ~ystcn1 applicJ 

i~l the \YCYi.'king of the CUllCCl'IJ. 

".5. The sati~fnctor\ price~ of,. n-Jctab 
(1unng the p,__nod unner rc\'lCW. ' 

The Pm::~.iiEH: could rot exprct n1ining 
if prjcc~ feil so 

·~·ou]d unprofitable. 

~.~·l·. f,ICORE: It ltas alnHlst rca.rhcd 
~tag 1::>' The Pn'Jnicr hiins;_,\I 
cop[l<.'r 1 n to £85 a ton. If it 
£80, it ):; unprofitab~c. 

Tlw PRE)IIEU: It is £87 10<. 
BIORD.\X: Do you think the Slnelters 

t:)hould be clo·~ccl do\Yn ·r 

::.lr. 1IOORE · It is not a 
i~;:::, do''i n the ~nleltel's. 
~-\re C nYrrnrnrnt to 

this 
1 ould lu1Ye to 

tbic 
po1Ycr. 

) Ir. :'.lOO HE : I do not ;·cc it , rtYs 

that thP S'ncltcrs \vould ha.Ye to down 
if th"3' did not give hom more pmyer. 

The PnE:_\!IER: \Y c shol1lcl hase to clo~o 
down if we limited the arnotmt to £100,000. 

It is not a quc~tion of 
£1'),0' 'l. you ·~, artt i.s-

·• To acquire, IYhc-thcr by purchase or 
lease Dr on tribute' Ol' on a roc·<.dtv basiJ, 
auy 111inc or rnining land,_; tl-lc: ~.;re 1von 
ham which in the opinion of the Govern-

will ftnthc1· the profitable carrying 
on the bu~incss l~~.._~£( rrcd to .in para-
graph (&)." 

Thr PRE~JIEH: The other DrinC'ipL~ in in­
creasing the li1nit. Both tllo.sc thiLgs a.re 
practccall;. recommended by the "'uditor, 
Genenl. 

?.1r. MOO RE: One is to increase the limit 
to a1lcw them to go on as tl1ey are going, and 
tho other i'3 to take over tnincs aln'ady being 
run bv nriYate cntBn1riP'' f)r the GoYf'rn­
rnt'nt fo ~-er:,-, \Yhich i"s a verv different pro­
position. The lt r.:~cc of one i'ninc is supplY­
ing ore for the Go\Tcrnn1cnt t--. work it. \7\ c 
know that ChiJlagoo \Vas a sink lor mon'"'y. 

The PRE)IJEH: It has becu Yery profitable 
for Korth Queensland. 

i\Ir. i\100RE: It has been yery unprofit­
able for people y, ho put money into it. Kow 
the taxrwyer\7,' rnoncy is going to be used for 
a .s1H-- ulative enterprise. >1nd tho GovernnlCnt 
are asking carte blanche to spend a.s 111uch 
r- s thcv like. 

The Pne!IER: Vcrv little moncv has l.c"n 
spent on mining in the State of Queensland. 

Mr. i\IOORE: Because it is unprofitable. 
Tht._~ Pn:s::'.~IEH: I not n1urh GoYcr11n1cnt 

rnoney hns 1Y '---'ll on it. 
Mr. C'.IOORB: Not much up to the present 

ti1nc-~. because it has been n~strictod by a 
clause put in tho Bill by the LegislatiYo 
Council. The n1ining enterprises of tho 
Government, other than this, I do not think 
anybody can say have been successful up 

to the prosont time. \Yhat I object to is 
this principle of goiiJg jn for general rnining 
enterprise. The claP .e is too wit-le. It gives 
ro ,-er-

" To acquire, 1\·hcther by purchase or 
lPuse or on tribute or on a royalty basis, 

ny 1nlno or n1ining lands the ore won 
fro:n \Yhich~ in the opinion of the GoYern­
mcnt, will further the profitable carry­
ill!2; 011 of the business referred to in 
paragraph (/1) hereof, and to open :1p, 
Y;ork, arul deyc•lop such rnino o1· n11111ng 
land· Hl ~1 d·::>Jiv tb! on' obta:ined there-
fro.n to thn .' and vvork:; aforo-
s~; icl. '' 

nnder 
adva,nccs on 

c"·e ard, reduced 
and rc•alisation 

o-:':r:-•r:, to lltilisc the sn1el-
1:1ining and prospect­

<:1plJPar th: t the rrHLnag~r's 
1s to haYo his nlant fundwn 

o·. ·ln·allv for th0 benefit of the industry 
in the (-~ tirus hinterland. and, )s time 
b1·iup .. s ch~·apcr coke and coal supplies 
to b~nd, shipping facilitic3 s1ving back 
to nol'n1al, and ore su~Jplies bcrorne rnoro 
surely establic-lwrl, this policy should 
jncn l:-":ingly b0nPfit the district and the 
State at largo." 

\V o dn not find th manager recomn1cnding 
thQt he Fhould take oyer and manage on 
thP Goyernn1ent't> behalf. 

1"'hc PRE::'IIIER : If the n1anagcr doe-; not 
-wish to do it, he will not be forced. 

:\h. :'viGORE: Individuals can prospect 
ruld ;upply the ore to the State. As lo_ng 
as that policy is vursu€cl there 'is no nsk 
t ·,kc·1 bv th0 State. That seems to mo to 
JJ,. ·a far nrinciplo than that. the Go-
YCJ'llirl' nt ;tep in and take all ~ho ri.sk. 
I do not the Government 13 gotng 
to gain. I ran sc·c what tho individuals are 
likely to gain in being paid on a ro:.~alty 
basi~ 0:1 tbe leases they hold. 

Th • PRE1IIEH: The manager will not be 
directed to do anything h8 does not Y".'ish 
to do. 

l\lr. :VIOORE: This clause has b0en put in 
the Bill for sornc 1 _ason. It is not a ques­
tion of whether the manager will be directed 
to do something he does not wish to do. In 
tho report, tho ruanagor doe>~ not semn to 
fwvour it very n1uch. 

Th PREMIER: The clause put in there is 
al; his reeornrneudation, and supported by the 
Auditor-General. 

~lr. cV!OORE: If the Premier can tell me 
\Yhen~ tho ~-\uditor-General supp-:>rts or sug­
gests it. I shall b very pleased. I cannot 
.-.en it in the report. Ile do,_'S not n1ako 
any sugge:;;tion. o~ such a thing. :Ho 
0ndeayonrs to JUStify, fron1 tho :modcr~te 
suc . .::ess achiov·cd. tho GoYcrnm.cnt brealn_ng 
the law. He has not made any suggestwn 

Mr. Moore.] 
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that the CoYernmont should go in for a 
large 1nining entcrpri~o. 

The PRE1.IIER: \Vhat ho suggc.,ted vvas 
irH_'vitablc in the circutnstnnct s. 

J\Ir. l\IOORE: Thoro is nothing to show 
it is inevitable. I have quoted from the 
rnining report, and there is nothiug in that 
to show it is inevitable or that it is required. 
Everything i.3 put in the wa.:;· v, ~ expect­
to enrourngc the, individual going in for 
l_aiuing "0 that lr~ sht_dl l'Ccciye the benefit. 
In this >.Yay it i.:i the Uioney belonging to 
the tax1)a,; er~'; which is going to be specu­
lated. l think thoro is no ocf'asion for 
granting the 1-vid•, po\vcrs contained in this 
clau-.,o. If the GoYcrninent h::1Ye anv 1TI0110'"' 

to spare, it should be put into pe-rmanent 
repmductivo works for the benefit of Queens­
land, ,and to reduce the high cc«.t of liYing, 
instt :Id of going in for s01ncthing of which 
·we do not know what the result is going to 
br, antl which has not h(~Cn rocolnuwndcd 
in either tho mining report or the Auditor­
General's report. 

Mr. GLEDSON (IpsuJich): I think it 1s 
nee< os a r:;· to reply to the mining expert of 
the Country party, and to point out what 
this Bill really does. I think he is in a fog 
rPgarding the ,Auditor-General's report. This 
Bill proYicles for two main principles. One 
principle i,. that the Government shall have 
the pO\\ er to acquire, either by purchase, 
tribute, or smne other n1eans, n1inec;, for the 
purpose of producing ore to keep the 
smelters going. I think everyone tYill agree 
that that is a wise provision. Anyone who 
knows anything about the snwlting business 
knows that once the smelters go out of rom­
rni::-sion, once they are allowed to cool down, 
it take, hundreds of pounds to g·et them into 
con1n1ission again; and the Government or 
tho n1an nHtnaging the business not having 
tho power to obtain Bufficient ore to keep 
the sn1eltcrel going tnight mean the diffe_,_enco 
between success and failure in that enter­
prise. The Auditor-General does not sav in 
his report that the} ha Ye exceeded · thD 
amount which they wero allowed to expend. 
J\'or does ho attempt to gloss over this in any 
way at all. But ho does point out that t}wy 
have dcpartorl from a cerbm portHm of the 
_'\et, under which advances can be ntadc to 
th< ,} \Tbo 'haYe been pro·ducing ort":~ for the 
purpose of allowing the smelters tll keep at 
work. This is the provision of the Ac~ which 
has heon clopnrtcd from for the purpose of 
keeping the smelters at work-

" No ach anco on ore supplied to the 
smelters or works referred to in para­
graph !IJ) hereof shall be made by the 
Go,-ernnwnt of Queensland unlees and 
until proper assays of such ores have 
been made and such ore has been 
dc\i,-ercd in bulk at such smelters or 
\Yorks." 

It was found necessar,·. in order to obtain 
the ore, to make adYanccs to those men who 
wore getting the ore, so that thev would bCJ 
able to keep at work and keep the smelters 
Buppliecl with ore. I do not think anyone 
can cavil at that. if the men haYe nothing 
upon which to livf'; so long as t'he manager 
has secured himself by an inspection or any­
thing else. and it is perfectly safe to btiy 
that ore. he should have the liberty to buy 
it in order to keep the smclten at work. 
That is the only provision tlw Auditor­
General says they have departed from: and 
}H' does not castigate the Government for 
doing it. He simply says it has been done, 

[Mr. Moore. 

and it has been found neresBary on his part 
to dra\V attention to it. He has a perfect 
right to do so, and \'\~onld be lacking in his 
duty if he did not do so. lie does not say 
it \Yas "'I'Ollf(, or that it has not bPen in the 
interest of the enterprise, or that it has not 
been absolui"cly neccssar.J to keep the smelters 
at \York. There hanl been two or three 
n1attors \vhich have gone against the enter~ 
pri3c ,~i1H n th<<>:·T 'have started; not only the 
' aut of pmvcr to obtain ore, but also the 
\vant of proper fuel to kce11 tho sn1eltcrs 
going. Thc::,e have n1ilitatcd a~ainst the 
.-uccess of the enterprise. The Opposition 
pl uc<_ o!Jstaeles in Ui<~- way of the Governn1ent 
carr,\·ing on State enterprises, and in the 
next breath condemn the Government because 
the enterprises are not successfuL VVe want 
to finJ out T\vhere tb .. , Opposition stand in 
thc-0 1nattcrs; 1vhether thov arc here to 
n~ -1st the Govcnunent to 1n~~ko their enter­
pri::;:;~ succec.::.sfu1, or to ( >ndcmn the Govern­
nlcnt on eYerv hand anrl trv to make a 
failure of enr2 thing the State does. 

The other provision here is to grant to the 
nulHager the }JO\Yer to expend the necessary 
n1oncv to n1a.ke his businet:'3 succe:;:r~ful. r_rhat 
must' be done. The Legislative Council 
limiterl the expenditure of money, pointing 
out that this \YOS a matter which \Vas an 
experiment, and thc Council on behalf of 
t ho people of Queensland should g-o slow in 
the matter-adopt I.\V.W. tactics-and allow 
tlw yen tu re to g<~t a start. It has a start; 
it. has proved that, given a fair chance, it 
"-ill bo successful not only from the manager's 
point of vicv,, but from the point of Yiew 
of the people of Queensland, and we will 
bn able to produce metals there which are 
necps-:arv for our O"\VH "\York and for export. 
I do n~t belong to the "\' orth ; I am a 
Southern membecr: but I do not think the 
clepnt:- loader of the Country party has any 
right to b~ parochial and say tho vvhole of 
the money shou le! be expended in his elec­
torate or in sorn0 other electorate jn the 
South. 

J\Ir. MoouE: Kobocly did say that. 

~,lr. GLEDSO:;\f: He said they were spend­
ing this money in ?\ orth Queensland instead 
of spending it in irrigation works in South 
Queensla.nd. As I have said, I do not belong 
to North Queensland, but I recognise that 
anything that is done in the interests of any 

pa.n of the State must bo in the 
[4 p.m.] interest of the whole of the State. 

(Hear, hear !) If the mining 
industry in North Queensland is able to get 
a good footing, either bee the assistance of 
the Government or throug.h pri\'ate enter­
prise, then it must react on the rr<lt of 
Quccmland. and the whole of Queensland will 
bo successful. The deputy leader of the 
Country party tried to run down mining, 
and said that it was no good putting money 
into mining, and into schemes of this sort. 
I would remind the hon. member that the 
mining industry has stood to Queensland in 
the past when the agricultural and pastoral 
industries have gone to pieces, and there has 
not been n, penny co1ning out of them. More 
than once under such circumstances the 
mining industry has pulled Queensland out 
of the mire. (Hear. hear !) The only way 
\\-A can hope to send the State ahead is bv 
dCYe!oping the industries in OYery part of 
Oucensland. and giving to evorv part of the 
State a fair show. 

Hox. W. H. BARKES (IJulimba): As a 
rule, the Premier gives a g·ood deal of 
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information when he is in charge of a Bill, 
but l do not think that this aften,orm he r:ave 
nca.rly a~ much information as ho might have 
given in comwction with this Bill. 

The I'RniiER: I went vcrv fullv · into the 
n1atter at tho introductory stftge. ~ 

Hol\. \'~. I-L BAR.:\ES: That may be so, 
but this afternoon his rcrnarks _,ere very 
hric·f indcl•d, and probe !Jly t!10 absence of 
information has very largely contributed to 
the di~,cvssion that ha·<, taken placP. I recog­
nise th,1t it ia the Uutp of ovei'y public man 
-to ~cc that all the va.rious induflt.rios of th" 

r:_rc o_rnply ;;<;1 fc;::uardcd and Pncour? ~od. 
fullc:;t consideration should be g1ven 

tn c.~cey proposal that ha.:; for its object the 
benef-it of any indu~try in the at~~te. I s11:· 
that became tlw Pr~micr must admit that 
Ycry la.rge sun1s of rr.on0y have been lo,t, not 
b-? V1c> C-oycn_;rn0nt: but by private indi~ 
Yiduals, in co!1ncction vi·ith the Chillc.goe 
:rnines and rnih1-·ay. 

Mr. HYAK: Through mismanagement. 

Ho:-;. \Y. E. BARXES: It is all verv well 
to Le >. isc nftcr the event, but we mt1st all 
adwit ihat u~'twlly people vvho put money 
into <1 c0ncern do not tbro,,y it a\Yay. Tho 
.fact rcnw ins that a. v0ry large sum of mone·.T 
hns b n lost in r Jnncction with Chillagoe. I 
do not s!ly thr~t the Governn1ent are going to 
Jo.'~ rnoney in this Yenturc, because it may 
be that thn·e js stj}l in existence an agree-
111l1nt th:-:t ·was said to have been made hv 
the la tc leader of the Government when h·e 
\V ?llt to the old country son1e years ar.;o, and 
who, when hn carne hack, said that he had a 
big ord0r for, speaking from n1emory, 
somdhing like 250,000 tons of copper. 
(Government laughter.) 

The PRIDIIER : Oh, no ! 

Box. IY. H. BARNES: Well, for a vm"' 
large quantih7 of copper, when copper was 
selling at £150 a ton. It mav be that the 
Government, figuratively spealzing, have t.his 
ordo~ 1 11J_J their sleeves. If that agreement 
1~ st1d Ill ('Xl::~b~nC(\ tho Prcm1cr 1vas very 
n'miss in not informing us of the fact. vVe 
well remember how the hon. gentleman's late 
leader c2me back fr-om his trip to the old 
country and told us about the wonderful 
sale of copper that he had made. 

Tlw PRE11IER: The wonderful purchase 
that he made. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: No, the wonderful 
sale of coppE'l' in North Qneens!a,nd. The 
Premier might toll us whether that agroe­
n1cnt is still in existence. 

The PnE'.riER: J have not heard of any 
agreement for 250,000 tons of copper. 

Ho:-;. W. H. BARNES: It may be that the 
Prem1cr does not knovv of anv agreement. 
It may have been merely a,{ attempt to 
make the people of Queensland believe that 
something gr~at had 'been done bv the la.st 
Premier when in Enghnd. T.he fact rem a ins 
that we al'O now asked to hand over-not to 
the Government, but to an officer of the 
Govcrnment-pov,-er to purch:cl\B ecrtain lands 
and to acqnire rYJines, if hn thinks it neces~ 
sary to do so. This is a proposal to place 
a Ycry great power indeed in the hands of 
any Govornrnent officer. I would like to ad\: 
the Premier. if all proposals for the pur­
chaee of lands or min~s wil have to be sub· 
mittrd either to himself or to the Secretary 
£or Mines? 

The l'nEi\IIER : They must be. 

1920-2 I 

Hox. W. H. BARI\ES: I v Juld further 
a;;,k the ho11. g~·nt]ernn n if lw kno\YS suffi­
ci~nt of thr' manager to feel sure that that 
gentlornan iR going to do the right thing 1n 
this connection? 

ThP PHE::\!1El1: C('rh.inly; there will be 110 

mine purchac,•d without the consent of the 
Uovernrnent. 

IIox. W. H. BAIU\ES: The, hon. gentle­
man must admit that the provision made in 
the Bill lcaYCS an open door that may prove 
most dangerous. I arn prepared to admit 
that a great deal depends upon tho rnan 
upon w 110m is placed. this rP'nonsibilitv. In 
sugg·csting that there shoc1ld lie some (imita­
tion upon such powers, I have no de,<ire to 
haras:.- or to block the GovernrrlCnt. \Ve on 
this si do ha Ye no desire to block the develop­
ment of the mining industry, which has 
sa n~:cl Qu::L'n::>land uwre than once in the 
pa~t. I kr:.ow I arn not strictlv in order in 
~rfcrrlng- to, the rnattcr, but ju"::it by way of 
Il!ustratwn I may ray that at the present 
tirne there iP a great need for gold, and 
anything \VC can do to develop goldmining 
will be an important factor in restoring 
prupority to this State at this critical time. 
I hope that, when the Premier r'•plics. he 
will giyc Yery Inuch fullci' inforrnation than 
ho has giYcn us hit~crto. I an1 not on n1y 
f0ct to block what 1s proposed, but to ask 
that the House should recciYe the fullest 
inforrnation frorYJ the hon. gentlen1an or 
from son1c member of f1e Cabinet, because, 
in effect, '· c are asked, in ra"ing this Bill, 
L1 o;ive a blank cheque fully signed to some­
one who may nnt be under the control of 
this Houso at all. 

::\Ir. GLEDSON: How many thousand copper 
mines do vou think there are in North 
Queensland? 

Hox. W. H. BAR:\'ES: I do not know 
how many copper mines there are in North 
Queensland, but I should doubt if there are 
anything approaching thou,.ands. I would 
ask the hon. member, however, how manv 
of them ha Ye proved to be duffers? In the 
light of the past hist6ry of the industry, the 
groatc,t care should be taken in connection 
with thi', proposal. 

'l'he PRnriER : Any mone:v required to Le 
spent under the Bill will have to bo 
a-ppropriated by Parliament from year to 
year. 

HoN. W. H. BARI'\ES: We all have a 
very vivid recollection of "unforeseen 
Expenditure" coming along for confirma­
tion at a later period. This Government 
haye s:1o1vn themselves adopts in connoction 
with unforeseen expenditure. It is wonder­
ful what they can do under the guise of 
"Unforeseen Expenditure." The hon. mem­
ber could explain that to-'Jay if he chose. 
Apparently, for some reason or other, the 
Premier does not want to give us all the 
information. 

The PRE>IIER : I will answer every question 
you ask. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The Speaker 
would rulo nw out of order if I asked ques­
tions on the second reading; but the Premier 
should givo us the information when he 
replies. 

J'dr. RIORDAN (Burl.·e) : The deputy 
leader of the Oountn- party takes objection 
to this Government doing :wything to assist 
the mining industry in North Queensland, 
but he to0l< a very prominent part in tho 
discussion when the Government introduced 

Mr. Riordan.] 
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a measure here the Dthcr day to assist the 
farrners by guaranteeing tht~t~l 9s. a. bushel 
fDr their wh•at. The pDsiti ou of the Chil· 
lagoe snwltcrs is that the ne1\· 1nanagcr has 
bP en trying to make thoc c \Yorks a success 
\Yithont \Vorl:ing any otl!er rninA but the 
Eina~]cigh n ino. I-Ie has tc depend on 
privately-owned mines, whilst other good 
rnincs could bo worked, if the Governrncnt 
ha n' the power, and worked successfully 
and beneficially for the S'tate and the State 
smelters. A couple of gaugers go out and 
try a mine. After they go down a certain 
distance boy find that they need machinery 

develop that mine, but thev have no 
of g·etting it. and the GDvcrnment 

cannot ·work the n1ins becauf3e they havo 
not the po\\·cr to purchase under the Act 
as it stands. If this amendment is pas,ed, 
the Go.-crnnicmt will be able tD assist any 
gong-er or nomad-as the Opposition refer 
to the \York ,. who has been re -pon,ible for 
rnaking- the Chillng;oo ficlds~by purcha::,ing 
t:10sc fie lrls from the gaugers. 

Mr. GLEDSOX: Or paying so much for the 
Dre. 

:Hr. RIORD 'I.N: Or ~chancing them 
rnonc' on the on•. The G(rYernmont ·would 
not Lo in a position to adva.nco thorn that 
ntonPy at a. time when they may \Yant to 
develop the mine by bu>·ing machinery. The 
Act as it stands is only rct:u-ding the pro­
gress of Chillagoe. and the whDle hobby of 
the Opposition, right fron1 the time v l-:en 
the Dill was first introduced in 1915 or 
1916, has been to oppose any moneys going 
into North Queensland at all or U'"ist tho 
mining industry. \Vhi1e copper wus at a 
high price, the Ur1per Hou c, a nominee 
Chamber, was respon,ible for hDlding up 
the Chi llagoe Pm-chase Dill and stopping 
the G overnrncnt frorn \Yorking tho smelters 
when they could have been w-orked for five 
O!' s1x years. 

2\Ir. ELPHINSTONE: And saved you a lot 
of money in the process. 

:::r. GLEDSOX: v,-.-(' are not talking about 
Darra. 

:\fr. ELPHn;STOXE: No. You cannot '.,:lk 
about Dana. You know nothing about it. 

Y!:r. RTORDAJ'\: The hon. member for 
Oxley seems to bo opposed to mining. The 
ouly thing he s,'cms to sec is fruit or CC'rnent 
or sorndhing of that kind. just as the 
dPp"ty ]pa.cJer of the Opposition can sec no 
further than wheat. Even the leader of tho 
Opposition hae quite rpcently become 
a little snnpat.lwtic, although his party was 
responsible for hanging up the Bill for at 
lo~st four or lh-e years. The Government 
could work many payable mines on the Ether· 
idf,!'e fidd which are at. present hung up. 
Those mines arc dm"'n 300 or 400 feet. The 
indiYidunl mjner cnnnot afford to go in 
and v.-ork mines Df tho.t description, but 
t!wv could bP worked pro Ha h!y by the 
Govomrncnt. I do not think that the 
Jnanag-er has c:rnbarked on any rash policy, 
and the purchasP of any mime wnnld be 
rderrcd to the Government. I think tho 
Gon.•rnmcnt \vill b0 "\ViSP in an1onding the 
_\et. ''nd r,-ctting this Bill on to the statute­
bwlk to aboist the mining industrv, which is 
f:.-,Jt dying throughout Queensland. 

Mr MORGAN (Murilla): I would like 
to sta to that the deputy leader of the 
Opposition did not in any way object to the 
moneys being spent in North Queensland 

[Mr. Riordan. 

in the development of mining, but he did 
objc:ct to the n1orH~:, 3 being spent without 
the inforn1ation giycu to the 1-louse. 

\vill ~pl'nt in the Prernicr's 
no nHln should be in a 

The PRE~IIER: About four or five electorates 
are conce1·ned. 

:'\:r. l\IOHGA:\": I quite admit that, lmt 
the Prcrnier rcprcsf'nts Dn electorate con­
''c'rned. and should, I think, hcwe been in a 
po:;;ition to give rnorc inforrn<1tion than he 
has. and explain to the House >Yhat this 
Bill rca~lv rncan.". The horl. IilE.'lllber -;,·ho has 
jmr rP•u~ncd hie seat ,~tated that ChillegcJC, 
bad not bc0n Inoro ,ucccso.;ful solel7 OIYing 
to"tllC fact that the Einaslcigh }Iino only is 
bc,ing 1;orkcJ. That is not borne out by 
the .1.\uditor-~Gener::tl's report, \Yhich, on pago 
70, say',-

" All ore trcntrd nt the lead furnace 
has !wen pm·clnse-d, fully thre~-fourths 
cf v.-hich c ::.tn1c fro1n one rnlnc. So far 
.s 1<'ad snH:lting i« concerned, Chillagoo 

is, therefore, Practic:tlh- -dc:nendcut ut 
the pr~sl'nt til!lC ,~n tllC Ol:C; supplicU 
from th1s one mule. 

::\1 r. TilORDA~;r. Dill I net erp· that the.·,~ 
ere:: dPpc'nding ·on vrivately o"\Yned 1nines? 

::VIr. MORGA?';: He goes on to say-
" !Jt~tistics submitkd by the inspc,ctor 

indicate that o,-erhead costs are appar­
e"!.~tl~- too h1gh tJ run a prop2r stnclting 
plflnt ~-:.lone at Chillr~oc.:' 

The argument of Go·, crnment supporters 
goes to show that copper smelting could not 
be run as a success IYithout the l0ad srneJting, 
so that the copper propo·it.ion ha.; not been 
a success up to the present. and is not a 
payable proposition with copper at £80 a ton. 

The Prm~.nER: It is £8? 10s. r..ow. 

::'vir. MOUGAN: That shows the Govern­
rn. )nt n.re \Yorking· ou a Ycry small margin 
so hr as the copper proposition is concerned, 
ancl apparently copper s1neltiug alone in 
Chillagoc would not be a success and would 
not justif.v- the expenditure incurred. Tho 
Premier also said that all money would ha.-e 
to be appropriated each year by Parliament. 
Let us look at the Auditor-General's report, 
which sho\'i'.:J that it is only a fallacy. 

The Pnn\JER: Ko fallacy at all. 

Mr. MORGAN: 
" As already stated, the Act appropri­

ates a sum not exceedmg £100,000 
towards defraying the initial cost of 
unwatering the Einasleigh Mine and re­
opening and recommencing the work of 
the smelters, etc., and also states that 
no sum in excess of the said amount shell 
be appropriated except by resolution of 
both Houses of Parliament. 

"Tho balance-sheet shows that at 30th 
,June the indebtedness to the 'Treasury 
was £203.880 13s. lld." 

The PRE)!JER: Parliament was not 1Il 

SCSSlOll. 

J\lr. MORGAK: Dut the Premier said by 
intcrjc~tion that all money would huve to 
bo appropriate-d by Parliament. 

Tho PREMIER: It will, on the Estimates. 

Mr. MORGAN: It seems to me an extra­
ordinarY thing that the Minister endoa.-ours 
to dec•_,jyo this House by stating that it is 
neces,ary tD appropriate it on the Estimates, 
when thB Government have shown us, right 
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throu;h the whdc of their cxistencr>. that 
thcrC' is no need to tako notice of Acts of 
l'nrliarnont at all. TheY have broken the 
la - in ruspcct 1·0 this queStion. The Auditor­
Gc'nPr<:l justifies tlwrn to ~')n1.e extent; but 
nobYithstanding 1hat fact) the la.w has been 
broke '· aEd the Premier ad mite it. \\~ o ha vc 
on our statute-books an Act of Parliament 
which provides that £100.000 is the limit 
\Vhich could bo expended in COnnection \Vith 
this narticulf~r w _)rk. and if it. \Yas found 
11{··--.csirtrv thnt a furth-er sun1 "'as required, 
tho "\et' provided that it would l<avo to be 
approprintod b0• rc·solution of both Houses 
of Pa.rlian1cnt, ~o that, as far as :tny asG'll..r­
r: nu- from the I\Jini~ter is concerned that 
this Dill will not im·oh·e unlimited expendi­
t-ure, I do not think he can bo serious in 
that contention. I recognise that tho 
,Tnana.[':er c.Jnnot exp0nd an:v InOll{')' ·without 
rh. "ppmval of the c\!Iini;tor or thP Govcrn­
,rnent bnt if the mana~er recommP.nds a 

expenditure and the Gov{'rnrnel~t 
opprons of that expenditure. then th.ore JS 

no lin1it. I cc•rtainh~ think there ,.hou1d be 
~'Hl10 lin1it in th0 1~jl1. \Ye are placing too 
n1nch pO'.\·cr in the- hands of the rnanager, 
r~nd ljknwic-.f' w0 are p:-iYing- too n1Uch }10\YC'r 

to the GoYNnmcnt. IV c do know what 
··n1ount of monP\ is 1ikclv to spent. and 
-wo ~1-l(n;;_lfl. kno\Y th[l.t b0fo.re Wf' agl't_e to the 
sc."'ond rc>cJ.rling- of tL8 Bill. 

"\Ir. TA YLOH (H'i:l(/sor): In comiderinr; 
the pnJposPd arnPndmcnt of the ChiHa.Eroe 
nnrl Etheridgc RailwaYs Act ;;·(' sho11ld t~d~n 
into ronsid01:ation, a·') far as \YC possibl~' cnn, 
nl1 the nnttrn '"'·ocintrd with the under­
takinrt. Pc~r .'Hla!ly. I <.1111 one of those 
inclivicluol· who believe that if ·ou have a 
!;ood rn~n running a C")ncern vou 'shonld give 
him his hrad and not tie hiffi up. as is too 
often Oonc ln GoY('rnn10nt cntcqlrise~. This 
~s an nndf'-rtnlz1ng \vhich the GoYcrnmcnt 
hav0 entf'r<•d into, and it has to be soon 
through. and. if possible at all, mado a 
profitable ventnrf'. Am-ono who rf'ads tho 
Anclitor-G('If'r_-~J'~ rf'por't gnd goes through 
it elm-Ph- must como to the oonrlusion that, 
so far. ·Chillag-o0 has proved ihelf. It is 
upon its trial ~till to a certain extent, but, so 
far as it has !!one, the Auditor-Genf'ral tells 
us pr<'tt.' pl:1inh· that the undertaking bets 
nroverl itsP!f. and having gone so fnr we 
have to r;o furthN. On pago 70 of his report, 
the Auditor-GenPral ;ay·,_ 

"A number of ~ur ,mining properties 
were acquired b~- tho Aot, but those 
prorosition~ are mostlv large ones and 
rcqnirc finnncinrr. These lenses haYe 
rrmaino<1 idlo throug-hout the yBar. and 
there appc•ars no alternative but for them 
to • ~ r<'IT'ain until the abovenocntioned 
so.-tion nf the _\et JS repealed or 
n1odificd." 

The propos0{1 nmendmPnt goPs C'Onsidcrabl~~ 
fm·n1or than that. a,s it gives the Go,·ern­
nwnt rower to aN1uirc, whether b,- purchase. 
o1· lc:"l!;C', or on tribut0. or on a royaltv basis. 
nnY minn or mining lands the or~ wOn fro.m 
whirh. in the oninion of thP Govern,ment, 
will furthe1' the ,.;rofitable cctrr:-·ing on of the 
businc'8 refPrrccl to in paragraph (b) heroof. 
nnd to opPn u,.p. •York. a.nd d0Y0lon snch 
min-P or n1-ining- lf!.nds. a11il rlPli-.;or t.hc ore; 
ohhino0 th0rcfron1 to thP smelters and works 
nforPsald. Th::It i~ new business. 

Tlw PFE'•!TJCTI: You will find that we are 
repcatin!Z the '"''t;on, or that part of it 
which the Auclitor-Gencral en lls attention t•. 
and that amending clause follows. 

l\1r. TAYLOH: This is extra power which 
tho li-oycrntncnt a.ro asking for to purchase 
further lcns0s or tnining properties in addi~ 
tion to §rivillg the 1nanager po-wer to work 

that have b"('ll acquired under the> 
np-reemcnt. \Ye all know that 

mrmng largch a gambk; but tho probabili­
ties ur-::: that with c::ncful manage,ment. such 
us we arc cviclcntl:v getting a.f the pr0sent 
time. \\TC shall bcHeftt fron1 tho trunondous 
amount of monm- that has bonn lost in Chil­
L.goc by those ,i-ho previoml:v undc;rtook the 
runnin:: of those works. \Ve find thnt the 
earnings on the raihYuy for the pa~t ~rear 
exceeded that of the previous Year bY £30.000. 
This is a. very fine incrensf' in' tho f',;xnin[!'""' of 
tht.' raihYa~;., and '"o n1ust tako that Inattcr 
into consideration \vhen deciding wh0ther wo 
should B 'Tree to this proposr"d a.Inendmcnt or 
not. Th0n, as regards t.he sm0lting nf ore. 
\1·e arc told sppcific:.lly in the ri'port -that had 
Jt not been for the purchase of that ore the 
smelters for :1 very consid'errrblc time would 
h~Y" r{'-,-rllain{~d idle. \Ye l0arn from the 
Auditor-Gcneral' 9, report th~~t the manager 
rnrrch~ :-t.d\·ancL•s on the ore h:-"\forP hn art.ualh· 
rcrPivt"d thf' ore. Of conrse. that rpquir0s 
n n1:1n \'·:ho kno\YS his businos.<;'\. anrl \Ve find 
in this pnrticular inetance that hC' h"'· undcr­
adL,'lCPcl t0 the amom!t of £2.403. ']w,:ing-
that hP took n very consrrv.___._tivo 1tc of 
tlw ,-q ]up of the ore he wns and 
h1fl in his PYt~ the s.tf~r'uardin!! of the 
intn,·r·st of the Stotc. \Ye are told bv the 
.Q."0nf'rai nl~lnDp;,~r in his n~port th'lt the' fix0d 
"· t•. "·hich were n lucd at £104.000. could 
::ot be' nJ:v:--.c•d in a prf'<::.(l.nt "hd::~ of C'ffi.cicncv 
f0r !w,~ th_:u donb1e that amount at thO 
pre ""nt tin10, ThPn \YO ar0 a1so tnld bv 
thn Anditor-Gennral tl1at the ore whieh thev 
h.",-" in hn. been undereshmnted so 
th .t the in C'onnrction with the 'salo 
nf tlwt ore should show an incr0ased return 
\Yith rcr-ard to the probabilities of th~ 
m0t'1l mrnk0t in the future, non0 of us c 'ln 
tell hat is g-oing- to hi!ppen. It is a matter 
of sporulation as to what the futuro will 
bring forth "·ith regard to metal: but nn-onc 
who takrs a hroarlminded outlook o( the 
P:>sit;'?n in the worlcl_to-da,- might in so,nw 
drr<'Ctlons-probablv m mam· directions­
corn.-, to The conolnsion that the.re are g-oini! to 
b~ falls Ill the values of metal. Proba hh· that 
wrll bn eo in oonnC'etion with tin. bnt. so far 
rn coppPr and other minerals of lik0 nature 
:=trc 00nC'f'rne-d, I do not thinlt for manv vear~ 
to conv~ thcv .Jro p--oing- to P."et dovvn to. n. non­
na.-abl8 Y"lnn. If thev do '"" will simnlv 
h<tv" to foro the po'<ition. \Vc are in this 
Chi!larroe bu~in0~·~. a.nd will have to see it 
threw-h. and do ever.vthin<r we no.''·'blv f'an 
to m~1 k0 it a f:U('('e;:;s, \Vith rf'R"anl. to· P.tnte 
""terprisos gPnora 11. , I takP it that if the 
GoYPrnm 0 nt can dcmon~trat0 that any nar­
tir1Ilnr industry or avocation ls · hr--inn:­
neo;:lPrrrd to th~ dotrin10nt of the people of 
th0 Rtnff', th0rr is -in"tiflf'atinn fnr thnm 
f'ntr>ring- intn thnt industrv. \V0 all kPo"\v 
AO fnr ·<" ChiJln!W0 is Ul~rcrncd. t.het h d 
not thn Ouc0n~land Go.,~crnmf'nt C:)ffif' aJong 
nt tho tl,mc thi~ pronPrtv \vas offPrf'd to 
ihrm 8nd t.'lk0n nn thio;;; nartlcnlnr nrt-ivitv 
the probabilitiPs 'are thrr0 would ho~-~ 
h-cen a tremendous slump in North OuePns­
Jand. I have always be0n 1 "harrark~r" for 
North Que"nsland.' I h0lieve in tho rotenti­
alitif's of North 0uPensland. and I bclim-p 
for manv c·earR past the North," hae been 
nog-l<'ct0d, and if it had onlv had a chenee 
of forming its own Government and carrying 

Mr. Taylor.] 
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on its own industries ilc \Vould havE> been a 
better North Queensland to-day than is the 
case. I certainly think we should giy, 
sympathetic consideration to this Bill. \Y c 
hav0 a good manager, and I \Yish to sa.,.· to 
the Premier that if he is satisfied ·the 
manager is a good m11n then give him his 
head, and let him carrv out this venture 
~o wh<tt wo all hope ":ill be a successful 
Issue. 

::Vfr. ELPili='!STO?\E (Oxl.y): When tho 
ho11. rr:cn1bc,r for Bnrkc \Yas an his feet he 

to er en tc- the i 1n L)l'( ~si on thn t the 
at all tirnv Ol)PL:.-Pd this Chilla~ 

If lP th•· trouble to rc•d 
Tl"'-'~ -._gc of this 

he yyould find that 
of the Opposition 

·wl:~ .E·ayc th~s 
1
llH a~urc tht:ir b1c ·"·ill~. rr:he 

pO!:llLon \ve ftnrt otu:"e1vt~s Ul to-cla'".~ l<S th1s: 
That this vPnturc has bee-n 1uldortakcn. 
Seven hundred thousand pounds have been 
SJl~H: on jt, and if a proposal comes fO::"\Yard 
"\vhich if-; good tu?in2''"' ~1nd sho"~;·.-e that ('CrVain 
step be +-tli:en trJ n-mkc th~tt venture 

busi n, >-.like rnopo~ition, then 
on thjs side of th0 Cham b( r 

is going to oppose it. There seem to be four 
9ueries in connection with this propos:a.l. One 
Is: ArP the ·d0po::;1r.~ tJwr-? ~-;nd fro;n infor­
mation obtained from those ,-ho know mote 
about that neighbourhood than I do it seems 
to be quite evident that they are there. The 
88C0nd is : Ts the nriec 0 f ( lDT)('l' 1i k('! V to be" 
maintained? which, of course: is the crux of 
the whole S1tuahon. _\s the hon. member for 
\Vjnd'..:or ha•, sc1 id. if \YO arc going to hold 
up the whole of our inrlu;;:tries on ~ccount of 
th<-) unrt'rt~~i:nt? of the f~1tu~e of co:rper, \Ve 
arc not f01ng to n1ake <-lllV hc'<td\Yay at alL 
At. the sm_tlO t1mr-. \VC are~ quite ju~tified in 
gmng on 1n reasonable anticination that the 
prjco is gojng to be reasonaf)ly rnajntainod. 
The third Jloint is this: Can the Government 
mnnagc this enterprise? Havjng met l\1r. 
Godtlartl, I have formed the opinion that he 
is a man who is quite capable of successfully 
1nan~§!Ing th1s enterprise. One of the 
quaht1es he seems to possess i.o the will power 
end the confidence v hich enable him to 
refuse dictation from 'mvone and that is the 
main qualificatjon which js ~ecessary for tho 
managc.mcnt of any State enterprise. The 
last po•nt 1s: Arc the la hour conditions in 
the ::'-Jorth going to permit of this !wing 
~ucrc:· fullv conducted_? To-day the position 
~s fanly favoureblc m that regard, but it 
1s not very long ago since the Chillagoe 
smeltccrs were .very adversely placed in that 
d1rectJon. \V1thout wishing to throw any 
cold. water on this proposition, I purpose 
~ead1ng fyon:- the rom~rks of 11r. Quilty, who 
1s thr dtstnct orgamser of the Australian 
\Vork0rs' lT~li,on, regarding the s1nelters, in 
a report wlnrn he made~ 

"Notwithstandin"' that the manao-o­
ment of Chillagoe~ and Einasleigh h~~d 
voluntarily conceded an all-round increase 
of 2s. per day, and in some instances 
more, together \vith other i1nprovcd con­
ditions, certain persons unfortunately 
nwmbers of the union, 'would seem to 
have been pursuing a ven-detta against 
the State mnnagoment there. Several 
<1ttompts have been made to stop the 
Chillagoo smelters, and were only frus­
trated by the vigilance of members there. 
. . . The man<1gement complained 
that mining operations were being 
earnet! on :tt a dead loss there as a result 
of a 'slow down' in operation, and 

[.Mr. Ta.ylor. 

inebnced the fact that, "hr>reas the pro­
duction \Yas 80 tons per dav foe ei;;.htv 
n1on under pTiva tc cntcrprj~se, prio~ tO 
c le ing clo \VII 120 rnen were then only 
JH"\J(~u(ing 40 tons IJf~r day, or only abol{t 
Oli''~third of \\'hat it. \\'US fu1·merlv. 1_,he 
n1P.,na;..-crncnt distn1s~ed ele.,-en ~f tho~A 
IYhom 1s complained ,., ~ere 'slo-.,vjng 
do-.,vn.'" 

It is gratif:.·ing that the manager of this 
l'ntcrprise i c:; ,:tro11g-rn.indcd E'nough to seo 
where the trouble is, ancl to c 1rry ont his 
duty. I .,-ould suggest to the Minister in 
charge of the Bill, and the manager of the 
enterprise, that the'.- consider whct'1er it is 
not possible to de\-elop some < •J-operative 
principle, whereby the operativ-es at Chillagoe 
can be brought in on a co·op,-~ratiYo basis. 
One of the gTPrtt tronblcs is in getting 
1n<nricd Lif'n to re:::'ide there. and .,-.,-e should 
C'J•cnUl'DUP t}lf~ rigbt type of n1cn. and n1ake 
Chillago,J ono of the largr·it, instcrrd of one 
o: i-he sn1nll0st elcctoratcf'. 

Thr! PHE)HE"R: I can assnre rou it is not 
the Fn•allcst, ]t is one of th~: largest; it is 
16.000 ~qvarc mi}ec;; in nrca. 

Jlr. ELT'HIXSTOC\R. As far as gum 
trr-r-~ aro concPrncd, it is one of the larrrcst, 
ln1t \YC want to rcpresrnt hurnan being~, and 
not g-um tr0w !n vi'"'v,.~ of ihc pn~f'ibilit\- of 
1:-l'Jour C0ndit-:on.::; being rtdYerse, and thnt the 
sueccs.o of Chillagoc dep'nds, to a largo 
extent. L~pon a cont·'ntt <1 labour element, it 
~corns to me there is a ch(tnce for the Govcrn­
r F"'nt to pnt into opcratjon some schen1.e 
v;-hich would brinr: ont t.hc best whjch is in 
human nntnrc, rnthC'r than those ultorjor 
motives ,.,.hich hav-e been evidenced bv what 
h"ppcnec! in Chillagoe a few month~ back. 
\Yb;]e on this point. I would like to touch 
upon ono of th0 rcacons -wh:v ChilJa:so0 has 
.'0 far succeeded. It seemed to me that a 
low capitalisation has been placed upon the 
c,melters. In that regard, one is forced to 
cmr;mcnt npnn the high va ]pation which is 
being placed npon the ChillaRo<' Railway. 
It seems to me that it '"nuld leave been 
a much fairer proposition if the experts of 
both sections. ha.ving arrivec! at what they 
con--idPrcd a res_:o::onable valu~tion, h11d 
diYid•d thP. mHrgin ~vhirh ~\fl"' left pro rnt& 
tetwc<'n the bv-o undPrtnkings, bnt the Pre­
lnier. in rat}H'r an flrhit.rary ma,nner, hn-; allo­
cetPd the whelP differcnc0 to the railwavs, 
and left thP smeltcrc v.-ith the veluc which 
the rn.annirer has put nnnn them. Secimr that 
the financial success of Chillagoe to a certain 
extent depends upon the capital emploved 
in it, it seems to me rather unfair to allo­
cate to the railway the £160,000 which was 
unallotted. I would ask the Premier if an 
independent valuation w11s mad<' on the 
Chillagoe propoeition other than that made 
by the manager? 

The PRE~!TER: The only valuation made 
was made hv the Pailway Department. 

Mr. ELPHTNSTO"\E: Is it hir to a,sume 
that these cn~:6ncer<::. :')YC prejndict>d in favour 
of thP railw •vs? If the''" is all'l doubt a hont 
it, wh,· nnt havf' a_n indenend0nt vnlnation 
mad" of the smf>ltors. Tf th0 Commissioner 
for RaihvayR kno\YS. for the s;.akf' of argu­
ment. that he has been mulcted in that 
£160.000 of ros.t for which h0 does not claim 
to haYO anv a::::~ct. jt ptands to rf">:FOTI it 
rr.u~t. clirn, tO n large e:.x-tnnt, hls f'nthpq]::J:;:m 
jn this particnlar 0ntrrpri~0. He i·; iudging 
th0 velne of tl,e Chi!Jag-ncc Railwav upr>n the 
v~luation of his own experts. I contenc! th<tt 
the position could be well met by having 
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an independent valuation made of the 
smelters; or, in the alternative, dividing 
the dlffcrencc of £160.000 pro ra.ta between 
the t•Yo ventures on the basis of their 
original valuation. 

Passing on, the only' criticism that I can 
ln unch on f1is venture is in regard to the 
unlimited extc·nsion which the Government is 
asking in connection with the expenditure 
on this mine proposit.ion. vVhen this mea­
mrP wc.s hoforc• the House in 1918 there wa.s 
a limit to tlw 10xpenditure of £loo'.ooo. Now 
in~tead of bringing for,,~ard another reason~ 
able limit. the Government is asking us to 
g1vo thPm an open cheque. That is totally 
un_cl_r ~.n·~ blo. and, :in my opinion, the only 
cnbc1sm. that one eau reasonably launch at 
this measure. If the Government had asked 
for another £100.000, we ould then have 
seen that there was come limit. The Pre­
mi.rr .mmt not wond0r at us launching this 
cnhriPn1. bc-ausc in tin1cs past he has given 
us. f?lent.v of opportunity for forming the 
opmwn wP ha.-e formed to-day-that it is 
most undooirable to giYc the GoYcrnment 
carte blanche in the expenditure of money. 

To suinn1ari~c the vvhole ~ituation, it seems 
to me that th1s measure should receive our 
support. lwr'.'usc the m.ineral production in 
Queensland 1s on the wane, and anvthing 
that we can do to rE'suscitate it should most 
ns~urcd~Y receive our support. The second 
pomt . JS that the unpopulated North is 
becoming a matter whlrh is g-iving us verv 
grav<; concern. 0;nd an;<'thing that we can do 
to brmg populat1on to the North deserves our 
consid0rntion. Tt is comfnrting to sec that 
t~erc arc about. 1.000 men at present em;a.<;od 
clncctly or indJr<;,ot]y in connection _,-ith this 
Ch!llag-oo pr'?J?Osltion .. and if the opening up 
vf th('"·;~ ::ldCbtiona1 r.:1ncs is going to double 
that ronu1ation. T arn s.urc even~ }liJD. men1~ 
be~· will b0 dcliehtcd to see i( The third 
p01nt is. that it is not Pane busin0ss to go on 
attcmrrhnQ" to n1n sm0ltcr(., unless von have 
got m:ctcri:ol to keep tlwm g-oin<r. and there 
1~ .no nrg-nr:t;.nt th~t r·'n lw a(h~~nr:>cd ~gainst 
tnis nrC"'pO<;;:J Lion, rvccpt thP one I hn,;c n1ade. 
A nothrr thing '" l,ich giv0s ns ~.nt.isfac+ion is 
1"h0 f~ct that \H' hnvo a goorl mnn in charge. 
T nm nrc +hnt ell of ns who ha\'C com<' in 
contcr·t ·o'ith ]'.Tr. Goclclord must nppr~ciato 
~he. fnct thnt he is a mnn who knmvs his 
()1l"ll1f''""· 

Annthcr matter which I want to touch upon 
'"' thp coke ~r;nnliPs in .conn(:ction ,,-ith thf' 
(;hi1h~o0 -~nHcr~:. It is obvious t~1at 
~nrcr·'"' :-.t Ch 111::tvoe has been jnt·crfered 'Yith 
nn tn th0 nrf'f:,'nf hv i he di.,hnhan('n which 
hAs tf!kf'n p1nf'" in shinninrr,. "\vhirh }la" intPr­
fcrf'fl ,..,jth "-'nrprc". I.' th('reforP. look with 
v.r.f'nt h:=q~ninf'··s. tn th:• fifh.,.Pnt, of cok0 SllP­
phcs comnF' for"'·" rd from Bo·, ,on. T n this 
c:'Pilf'\tion. T hon0 i-hc- Go,Ternn1rnt ,,-j]l kerp 
np:ht :n th~ f_orefro!'t of their programme the 
!1(: :'"'::ItV OI ln"'t'l l1nv; "0'""10 C'O'k0 'OV('fiq_ 8!H} 

•r'1ITl" cok0 nd f'na.l h •P<11lng nppnrntn::< jn 
TioTn'n. :0 th·)t th:o C:hiPag-nr- smeltnrs will 
nnt hn Tillf'rfC'rrr1 \vlth in th" fntnrc TYith 
rrr::ard to ('l'k(' snppl1rs. Th(' B(Y'i",-0fl n~il­
:'-[IY ~" !2"f'til11~ n0ar cnn1plr'tion. but noH:ing 
1:;:: hr1nr..;- don0. ns fpr n.s T nm Cl'iYflff'. ,,-ith 
rr>e·n;d to ~nyinrr ~nke rrr.d co~l handling 
apphances m -tailed. 

1\fr. CoLLTXR: lYe> arc well able to look 
n ftcr Bo>Yf'n withont your help. 

Mr. ELPHIJ'\STONE: vVe are asked to 
help th.e Government with propositions and 
suggestions, and 1Yhen this session opened 

the Premier stressed the point that he was 
looking to the Opposition to help him in 
this time of stre2s and strain. \Vhen I 
n1ake a suggestion \Yhich, in n1':,- opinion 
is woTthy of considrration, t:H) hen. n1embc{· 
for Bo>:·en thinks he is the only one CD>pable 
of havmg any knowledge with regard to 
h1s electorate. I probably know as much 
about Bowen as the hon. member does, but 
I do not talk so much about it. In spite 
of that interjection, I contend that is a 
matter which the GoYernment wants to keep 
before them. A whisper has come to mv 
oar that the Government may, in the near 
future, be considering some proposition for 
tho erection of coke and coal handling 
appliances from a certain Southern house 
which would be prepared to take debenture~ 
in part payment of the Government's obli­
gation. There may be business in that; 
but what I want to ask the Government is 
not to seize at the first opportunity that 
presents itself in that regard. There may 
be half a dozen houses prepared to take 
debentures in connection with the purc:.ase 
of thbe appliances and other plant; so l 
suggest to the Premier that he search round 
and invite others to tender prices, so that 
the best and cheapest scheme may be accepted 
in the end. 

With these f,•w comments I wish the 
measure succC'o, and all I regret is that 
the Premier is asking for a blank cheque 
in this matter when it would be much more 
acceptable had the amount been limited to 
£100.000. 

Mr. SWAYNE (Jlirani): I do not wish 
to oppose the second reading of the Bill, 
bee, 1u;e, a:::: a northPrner; nobody is better 
aware thnn I am of the great danger to 
Auctralia that lies in an cnJPtv North. At 
the ~arnc tinlC' I think t.hP ~Rous-; must 
r0rogni:=ic tlH~t very- ronsiderDblc pO\Yers are 
asked for bv the Government in this measure. 
I arn not going- t.o read the clause in full, 
's it has ttlr< adv been dealt with, but one 
of the clauses sa~-~-

" To acquire, whether by purchase, or 
lease, or on tribute, or on a royalty basis; 
any 1nino or r:ninin.:.~·. lantb," 

and so on. I would like to point out that, 
in transacti-ms \Yherc larg( ~unts of money 
a re concerned. thoro ehould bL some check. 
\Vith ~0garcl rrrihvays, or any other publi~ 
\\~Ol'k liJ "\' the is likci·T TO C'XCt'Cd 

£5,000, there a of inquiry 
to report on thern, as n'garch the prin-
cipal ~~et v, hjrh we arc now an1t '1ding there 
is, '" s the Auditor-General points out. a 
limit of £100 000. 11y ,ng-gw:tion is that~ 
v;·hcn v:o go into Comn1ittce. a proyj~'J be 
ln~~erte:1 r0quiring that, before ally under­
tnklntt is gono on ,Yit~l ·which \vould 0ntail 
an expenditure of over £100,000, the House 
b·' comulhd. In this connection my mind 
run:o-; bi'"Ck to 1914, ""-.hen sun1c StL,a,r-mill 
le~ielation was passed ,,-hi~h requir•cd that 
\V hen ccrt;tin propo ,it.ions 'iYC'Tl· subraitted, 
Purli'tmont should have an opportunity 
of pronouncing n,n op1n1on upon same; 
anrl I tako it that the sugar induc,try is 
not quite so unstable as the mining industry. 

I \Yonld like to qnote t.ho following f:gurr,q 
from a paper published to-day, showing how 
copper and lead are likely to f!uc+unte. On 
2nd .January copper was worth £116 Os. 6d. 
per ton. On the 29th of last monb it was 
down to £77 7s. 6d. On 2nd January lead 
was worth £45 15s. pN ton, and on 29th 
November it was down to £25 10s. per ton. 

M . .r. 8W01fr.;e.] 
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I just mentioned this h show what risks 
there are in connection 'vith mining. 

Furthermore, we must not forget that the 
electors of QuPen~land on two occasions have 
lately pronounc0d an emphatic objection to 
the principle of Statc enterprise; bv, 
although I am not opposing the second read­
ing of this Bill, I :certainly think t\'1e 
GoYornment shouJ.d bo open to reason. 

I think thcv would be well adYised if they 
included in 'tho Act, when it went into 
Committee, a pro,-ision such as I have out­
lined, which, I think, on behalf of the 
taxpayers of Queensland, is only a fair thing. 

Mr. GREEN (Towns' ill,): It is very 
refreshing to hear the remarks of hon. nwm­
bcrs on both sidco of the House regarding 
tho development of :1\'orth Queensland and 
the necessity for populating its vast c·mpty 
spaces. This measure certainly appeals to 
n1e as a, northornor. In accordance with 
the Auditor-General's report, the Chillagoe 
and Ethoridgo Railways Act of 1918 author­
ised tho Government to acauire cPrt.:....in assets 
amounting to the sqm of '£701,000. It is a 
question whether we arc going to allow that 
capital practically to lie idle, or aro we 
going to allow a rnanagor_. '''ho has praYed 
his capabilities, as 'widenced by the Auditor­
General's report. to fnrt~lt r drv0lop t.ho 
works, ·which, ;;;o far, hP. has satisfartoril~,­
carried out. Yet. under the prm·isions of 
that Act, we also find that he is bound by 
certain provisions. and he has found it 
nrces~·ary to brr-ak thosn provisions in a. 
certain regard. The question ar~ses whether 
it is not far bettr.r to amend tho,e proyisions 
of tht: Act, in order to give him wider 2copo 
tD manifest hi;; abilit:v as a n1ana~~·or, in 
OTder to make the undertakin.o; more profit­
able and give 0rnployn1cnt to L·lCil requiring 
it. \Vo know f erp wiil be a large number 
of n1cn requiring f'mploym011t. as rnany of 
our raihvay ronstruction works arc clo~ing 
down, and this might be a means of supply­
ing employment to many of them.. The 
devcloprncnt of the n1lning industry in 
North Queensland. and Q.uern,land as a 
whole, h.1s been sa·dly neglt•cted. Perhaps 
indmtrirrl trol.lbles haYe had something to 
do with the closing down of thP mines; but 
I certainlv regrette-d to he<tr the Premier 
interject that wr:,- littlr was being 
sp0nt in Queensland on 

The PI!E)!IER: V cry little Government 
money. 

Yrs. I reo:r0t that that 
·r•t:'3 nec0s~nrv. , :1nd 1that. the 

1;;; not sp0ndirig 1norP Inone~.· in 
t.h•' rirh Yast n1inrr('l! re··,)llrcc:.:. 

great St.:-ttf'. \\·hieh. frn1n n-:1c 0nd to 
th" other, is a vast miner .I field. ,,·ith rich 
.dcpr.ito;; of <1H c}a, of mincrnJ.·. g-"'nlc:, and 
vnlunbh• ore-~. nuJ YP.t \VC' flnci. the Govcrn-
ffi('nt v0r.'T ~little rnnnt-y in opr-nlng 
np d 'Yf'1oping the indu·tr7 at tho 
pr0-:0nt tirrw. r'nfortnnatcly, ('apital fronl 
011t•.s: -lf' is not nttra.ctcd to 0lF'f'n~land in 
connection \Yith mining inve.stfficnts: partly. 
]Wrl1e<ps, because of industrial troubles, and 
bcca1Fc of thE' Anctuation in 1ho price 0f 
L1ctr l TT rnc{' \Vr And in to-day's '' Tch'-

a rcnort headed "RarP :\fdalc, Plea 
Kol·th 0n··pn:::land 1\.Iinc•::-.'- This pka 

f'Omf's. not fro!n mr lahonr unioPs ·or the 
un0mplw.~od. but from the ChambPrs of Com­
mcrc0 in Cairn-s and other parts of North 
Quccmland. It says~ 

" 'That this chamber approach the 

fMr. Swayne. 

Commonmealth Government \Yith 11 pro­
position that we haYP in YiP\Y-nan1<Jly, 
the takinv oYPr of the~ prop0rties of t.ho 
JatP ThcrrrlO ronlpany. and jn doing ''0, 
SPCk the' aid and support nf PHH'r- Chnnl­
bPr·. Df Comn1r'l'C8 throw~Lcmt Australia.' 
Such \Yas th0 J;uhstrtJH'P of a motion 
CR rricd n t a spcc1 a1 of the 
Cairns Char:~bor of after 
hoMing :\Ir. F. G. Bro' n on the 
rare metals of the back and their 
great importance as a n:tt~onal a8set. 

":\Ir. Brown coid: 'The lato Thermo 
CDmp!lnv owned twontv-slx: 1oil~es, \vith a. 
total arPa. of over 200 aCJT 0•• Brieflv, 
sinre January. 1917. they havo 6Jlcllt 
£357,000 and paid in wages £133.000. 
From '\T a v. 1918. to 1\hreh. 1920, thev 
:-<:ut £214,000 worth of metal away. The 
comp,m;- prodnccrl from April, 1917, to 
March, 1920. £61,000 worth of motr,l from 
their own mines. This must not bo taken 
rL3 a criterion Df \Yh~ t the n1incs ca.n pro~ 
duce, because during th;;t time they wero 
in,stall i ng the \'- holo of their m achincry. 
They neYer ;;ot to tho truD producing 
st •gc• until YiilrC'h th's year, \vlwn they 
closed do\vn.'' 

T might intcrpolatP here that I believe the 
Govcrnn1ent. in bringing focvard thi~ rnea­
'lE'C' and obtaining pu1ver tu purchase rninc.s. 
arc endeavonrinz t.o prevent rnincs. whiclt 
would be <=t pa.~·., b1c prDpo·ition anr1 would 
11:- ist in the ca:tT_ving on of Chilhr.;oe 
Sillclting v:orks. from cJo,ing This 
report proceeds-

" rrh~ lU1lOHilt JlYO'lLIC'f'd that JYlOnth, 
if it had been kept up during the ye2.r, 
wnnkl hove amounted in hn!l,·o months 
to n1orc th~n \vas produced in the prev1ous 
th :;_· --'e ~, 'iHS. 

"r:rhc \YoHram and :0Iount Cuthbcrt 
rnin•·<:, ar~ considc•red to he tho finest 
group of mines of their class in t.ho 
wor'd. I haYc bt'C':rl in cornnlunic"l_tion. 
~~:ith London, Lnt thr rnr in objection in 
LorH:on t'1 the uncC'rtaintv of the labour 
n~arkct. I the:1 tried the~ Con•rn-
tncnt. <Jnd l\fr. Thc•odor'--- tho Tn'a-
~nry v,:as ,,mpb-. The rnatL•r has l1cen 
placed l)Pfore the Prime ~\Tinlsh:r, and he 
i~ c0n~id0ring the qn· -tio!l. :;\1:.- drc;;ire 
i\3 to try to save a national inclustr', that 
should· be of v:tlu' ''>·hen \Yar 'brPaks 
out. Probab1v the C;ommon\YC'<dth Go­
vcr~unpnt conid r~et t.hc prrJpcr-ti"s for 
under £100~000. If thr _. bought them 
to-da.y and dd nothi 1.·' till \Yar comes, 
it \Y· luld_ be ftll insura r\CC.' " 

If th!a Bill V·;ill assist. ln oncning up such 
nine" as these, and will develop the mineral 
resource~ of the State, as well aR enable the 
g{'llPral rna:nag-cr to rnakc a of this 
"''nturc. ith the result that 0mpty 
'paces of '\orth Queensland '"ill be populated, 

should 1-{ive it our support. a.nd ce t~at 
it curicd throu:;h this House. 

: I want to sav 
this Bill goo'e 

the Oppo-:itlon D11ght 
on ~upportlng such a 

r-wasurc. ono feature of the Dill, 
at anv rate. which has not berm touched upon, 
and that is that up to dat0 the Gm·ernment 
~aYr not rr~n.dc an;: J:rovisicn. for. finding new 

sho,s 1n the LhlllaQ·oe drstnct; and the 
inclusion of thi-s principle in thf' orig-lnal Act 
by meane of this Bill is going to give an 
opportunity to tho gaugers of that district to 
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Dnd ne1v '' sho\Y~." p· Ch:Jla!~\'Je were bt?i:::~g 
rnn for. p::rhaps, fivo or ten years from 
to-dav, th''~'C 1, ',rnplc '}1roYis1von in the 
origirwl Act introduced in : but Chil-
}qgop n a concnin \\ ~~1{ 1 1 proba1Jly bo 
Q'Olllg for a11other fifty o·· <;ixtv Yf .rs-and I 
hofJC longer--and th,:re is no provi•sjon n1nde 
to g-i,·e suppli<"' t' Chillagoe a.fter the 
preoent mn1cd by the Ltte Chillagoe 
Company have p0tcrcd m-:t. rrhe Govorn­
nwnt are r1rawing )lractically all tht>ir sup­
plic) of copprr ore frorn th,: Einasleigh, one 
of the "sho-.;."'S" of the Chillag-oo f'or11pany, 
nnd hc'n the1t mirw peters oUt. t.hcro is a 

that the Government 'rill have no 
copper ore to go on to~at least, not 

et very larJ·c quantity vnry handy to the 
smeltc"·,. AI wu n the custom l"ls be0n on 
1nining field~ to· encourage the pro~pector or 
gauger Ly givlng hirn ·-orne a'< ~istance. I 
know if the Government lwd not made pro­
visicn by rrwam of this Dill to purch:ts<e other 
rnines, no 111 _t ttt:r -,hat '' shows " 1.verc dis­
cm·ercd bv the gougcr in the vicinity of 
Chilln c;oe. they could not h1n·e been pur­
chusPcl by tho GoYermnent. For inBtance, 
iho Govcrnn1cnt arc dnnYinr"' about 100 tons 
of ore a day from Eina.sleigh If gaugers 
werr sun ,:~c;fu] in finding large high-grade 
copper" shows" Ycry much nearer than Einas­
lcigh~which is lOO mil·s a'.':cty~tho Govern­
ment. ·c.nlr•Qs they had this power, would not 
be ab}'~ to bn-v those "sho \'~ ," and con6e· 
quently no }Jro\·ision wo11ld bavc bePn made 
fur tlw future of the Chillagoe Held. For 
tlmt r- cson a lone I hope the Bill wil1 be 
passed, as I feel sure it will. I would like 
to sa.y, too, th><L in opinion the gouger is 
tlv• maker of all fi •lc]s; rho gauger 
-or pro·pertor, -..-dwthPr be cnllper mining, 
gold rnining. or any other kind of n1ining 
fidel in A1Litralia. is the man who has made 
tho field. bLC·'ll1'.3e. in the ilr,_t place, he is 
thP \Ybo has gone out rtnd incurred hard-
Fhir:- nrJcr to find 'he "~bo,~, :." It is 
r :(·_ ary to t ncouragc thnt type of nwn. It 
is nPC'f''""sary further, b<1C"H1St~, a.s is instanced 
ln tho case of Chillagoc. evf'ry ton of ore 

of tlle ground lPa:Vl'B .a ton of ore 
cannot be replaced. It is different 
fanning or pumpkin growing. in 

whi• :con crrn take a crop oli the lflnd this 
yt·ar nntl get nnoth0r next year. It is not 
pos· iblc to get a second crop of m eta.! out 
o£ t,';.c grtn1nt1. It is nece-ssary to keep on 
oncouragin~ n1cn to fiEd ne\v "shows." Thoro 
i"3 no dnnbt thPro arc largr nun1bers of llC\V 

" ho•,c," in th0 Chiilagoc and C1oncurrv 
distri{ ,s. 1 should sa" there nre nhnost a~'3 

in thP Chillagoo a~ in the Cloncurry 
r.nd tlHlt is ffl:"~ing f!, good deal. 

n11portunity Fhould be gi~."0D to cYery-
who dc'sir. s to go -cmt and look for 

H is :1 job that cntaih a con­
nmount of hrrrd::.l1ip. and very few 

men be found prepared to do it. I believe 
the industry oug·ht to be encouraged, not onlv 
bcc;cuse it will give additional opportumtie's 
to the gauger, but because in ]\' orth Queens­
land copper mining means more for the man 
who follows up mining work than the old gold 
mines. It is true that must of the old mmes 
\Vhieh stood by QueentSland vvhcn the seasons 
faitrfl and cror)5 ''ore poor arc not now 
being worked. That is emphasised when one 
looks at the position of Gy1.upiP and Charters 
To" crs. and~gDing to the other States~l1t 
Kalgoorlic and Boulder City, in Western 
Austmlia. which ha,,e declined until thev 
hl1Ye only a fe,.- men working on tribute. and 
in conditions under which men should not 

be called upon to work. In Charters Towers 
a.nd GT,-mpif-' tl1e heat. and d1ht have hPcn a 
continual burd.t-'n to the St:-tto Insnrnnco 

in connec-tion wit.h payn1cnts on account 
jlhthisi,s 'Th~t is the actual loss 

1 n rnonc•v to the Sh. t.e. The artu '"~1 lo~s in 
life. which cannot be computed, is some-
thing . I think C\Tcry encourago· 
mf'nt bt~ givf'n to copper rr1inlng, 
lJcCtlHSC C0f1pC'r mining jg going to bo thr~ 
mining of the furture~copper and eilver-lcad 
minjng-~but p~rtiru1ar]y copper rnining; 
bcran::oc copper rnining mra.ns no hardship on 
the Y:tlPn '.Vorking undc r<::round. \rith tho 
e-..;:ccr1tion of o11e or hvo, the c<1pper rnines of 
Quecns1n nd arc v'ery rornforta bl.P plac:-:>B in 
\Yhich to \'':ork. rfho silver-Jcad '' 5-hows" are 
not w comfortable. The deeper gold mines 
in Qtwcnsland arc damnably ruinous to the 
health of moc;t men. I' hope in both 
Chambers this Bill itl going to have a speedy 
passaf!c, so R6 to ensure tlw succc~, of this 
inductry. 

::Ylr. FLE'TCHEH (Port Curtis) : I do not 
po5o as LL mining mLn, neither arn I conver­
sant with the Chillagoe mines or the C:hiliagoe 

district; I only propooe to deal 
[5 p. m.] vv·ith the que"tion from a busi-

n:c~] point of view. It seems 
to me that there should he a limit 
plaec~d on the Govcr11ment's powers of pur­
chasing or leasing mines. I think the Bill 
gives altogether too much scope to the 
GovernmciJt. \Ye h,tve cYide'lce of that in 
a nurnb1•r of rn•·.-.rprises that they have 
undertaken \Vithout th ... cansent of Parlia­
rncnL and which ha ye nJ~ proved -, Jccc...:sful. 
As an instauce I might quote the Ha.milton 
Cold Store ,~,hich I belinc will prove a 
white clcnhant, and which will cost something 
like a qttarter of 'l million. I do not wish 
to oppose the n1easure, bee a use, on tho faco 
of it, it "corns «!I right; but there shoul-d 
really be a limit placed on the Governmen~'s 
po·wers of cxpC'nditure. and to-rnorrnw, rn 
Comntittee, I propo3e to move an an1endment 
tu that effect. 

The PRE:\TIER: \Yo aro g'-1ing into Comn1it­
t£>c straight avvay. 

Mr. FLETCHER: Another thing I would 
like to cl V is that a I] the mnrkds of the 
\Yor1d sccr"n to be more or less slumping; 
and if one commodity slum.ps permanently 
other commodities will fall into lino with tha.t 
('Oillnlodih·. Ther'efore I think that we should 
b:) YCl'J (;;:ucful in the matter of pu1Thasing 

The Gn•.~cr:H.tll~!lt ·would be better 
if the' lc1 c shows for a limited 

pcri< d in, tcad ·of purchasing th_cm outrjght, 
or d~c~ i-he hon1d -.,.york rrnncs on the 
roynlt·:- or trii.Juto ~:.:;tcn1, as under either of 
th~ l ~tter methods· they arc likely to lose 
lcs- in the eYcnt of a slump. I do not wish 
to hinder the smeltrrs going ahC'ad. Uut 
n~ally it is necrssary that t:ornt' lin1it should 
h0 pbc ·d on the expenditure. 

The PRF:~lEll : That rnay be nccc:sso ry \"''ith 
( thcr Government.-:;, l:ut it .does not 1natter 
'"'"O :nuch u:1der this Governn1ent. 

:>Ir. FLETCI-IER: 'The present Govcnment 
hav" und<rtnken a lot of unsound ventures 
that posterity will have to pay for, and past 
expE-:ricnce ~hov.-s that it is nee€ nry that 
we should limit the powers of expenditure 
as rr1uch as possible. 

Mr. COLLE\fS: It is quite refreshing this 
afternoon to hear members of the National 

Mr. Collins.] 
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party praising this Chillagoe venture. Evi­
dently our propaganda work is making good 
progress amongst them. The hon. member 
for Ox!ey praised it, and so did the hon. 
member for 'vYindsor and the hon. member 
for Townsville. W o all know that in 1918, 
\vhen the original Dill was going through 
Parliament, there was considerable opposition 
to the proposal of the Government to take over 
!he big Chiliagoe scheme. I was ono of those 
who support(•d that scheme both in Parlia­
ment aud out of Parlianoont. Quite recently 
during- the election campaign I pointed out 
that this was the one really big thing that the 
Government had done in Queensland, and I 
said that it require.d big minds to grasp the 
big things that this Government are doing. 
It is tlwreforo quite refreshing this after­
noon to fiud three or four members on the 
other side whose minds arc developing in 
the direction of supporting State enterprises. 

Mr. ELPHIK:lTONE : It shows how broad­
minrlcd we are. (Laughter.) 

Mr. COLLINS : I can understand the 
change that ir, coming over them. They have 
to be consistent to sorn.c extent. They have 
bc~n quoting from the Auditor-General's 
report. which the:,· were very anxious to got. 
They haYc quoted certain passages frorn that 
r< port which suit thorns ,h-es, and I intend 
to get a pacsal!e from that report into 
" Hamard" which hon. members opposite 
have not quoted. But before I road the 
quotation I \Yant to draw the attention of 
the Housn to a rernark made bv rhe hon. 
mernl;cr for Oxley, who .asked, ·"Can the 
Government n1anagc this entcrprisn ?" Then 
he went on to sav that he believed tl•at 
the· could not H ~ led the House to b, licw 
that he had ,;,et the general manaJN, a~d. 
he gave that gent]pman the credit for the 
\York th-,t has b :<:-n don0 at ChillagoP, where 1 S 

he "ho,-1 :1 give the GoYcrnmcnt the credit 
for that work. 

~\i r. ELl'lii}~STOXE: T~o 11ope. 

!.Jr. COLLL\S: We 'ne told that the 
crcntor id greater than the created, and it 
was rhi.; Lallour Govc ·nmont that created 
3,Jr. Godfhrd. (0 11po2ition laughter.} ':rhcy 
nppointf'J him to his present position. l\ir. 
Goddard might not hnve had thr~ ~ar-Jo chanc0, 
nnc1Pr privat0 enterprise, to dcYC'lop his brain 
))0\" er Gnd l1is organising abi1ity that he has 
h~Hl ur:dPr State contru1 Thn DClSS<.tg·e I 
wish tn fron1 the .·\iF;itul;-CcnCral's 
re pc rt 1-: found c_ t p:1gc 71-

CII~LLAGOE LXDEETAKI:XGS. 

"Fares and freizhts papblo to the 
Eaihv. y Departmc~t the State Smel-

to t h C' 30th ,J uno arnountcd to 
2s. 2d .. and t,h;, renmv at tho 

r ;Jc HrrihY:J'7 for tlw p:1st 
· c:)r ~~ctrdcd Hwt of prc\·iou') year 

abut £30,000. 
on the .Tm.<2 !1'""-sheets 

nu~n: [1.~·,."} l)Toba1Jl:- another 500 
T -.:·r 1DS n re cn1 ployod ind l rf ·.:t] y at et her 

or- getting fircY\'ood, etc., so that 
it m a? b~ a· ·.utncd that fully 1.000 persons 
r.r0 actirl'ly Otlgngod in prod:trt1on as a 

r;:·uit of ,the operations at Chillagoe and 
},Innslcq:;n. 
" Tl10 following factoro undoubtedly 
conh:ibut,>Cl to the succE\"'s of the under­
t ~king during the period under reYiew:-

!1) Th,, low purchase cost togethel· 
witb the moderate outlay incurred in 
placing the whole concern on a working 
basis. 

[Mr. Collins. 

(2) The organisation in respect to ore 
supplies and improvements effected in 
dealing with the same. 

(3) Tho efficient administration in 
rc,pcct to lahour. 

(4) The effective costing system 
applied in the working of the concern. 

(5) Th" satisfactory prices of metals 
during the period under rm·ic's. 

(6) The exceptional ability of the 
general manager. 

" After a careful stud v of the bala nee­
sheet and 01 general view of the whole 
position, I am of opinion that, provi-ded 
metals maintain reasonable priceo, and 
that the undertaking receives fair treat­
ment, the Chillagoe proposition has every 
indication of proving a success." 

If hon. memhers opposite <tre honest, they 
will admit that, when they were diocussing 
the principal Act in 1918, they said it was 
not going to be a suc-cess. Now they ha vc 
changed their tunc on the strength of the 
Auditor-General's report. Coke supplies are 
mentioned in that report, and were also 
mentioned bv the hon. member for Oxley. 
I would rer,;ind that hon. member that the 
Governn1cnt are doing sotnething for the 
development of the mining indu5try in ::'-Jorth 
Queensland bv providing supplies of coke. 
I an1 surpri;c-d at the hon. n1cn1ber for 
Townsville not knowing that thom<tnds of 
pounds are being spent in the devclop1nent 
of a State coaimine on the Bmven coalfield, 
with a view, when the railway reaches the 
coa!f;~kl, of proYiding cheap coke; not only 
for J\Jonnt }}lorgarl. as the hem. l11f~mbcr for 
Mount sa.id, but aleo cheap coke for 
the :ne1tcrs. This Govern1n-rnt are 
no~- ol the \\"ants of North Queens-
land. Thc·:-T are taking thP necessary steps 

;.p rd tq the erection of coke ov-ens and 
building of a llf'\~. -whnrf nt Bo1Ycn, 
y an' doi1,g (~Ycrything that jt _is 
for nn)· Government to do to as:;1st 

thf'; {_lf'v~_:lor)IYH~nt of th{' Chillagoe and 
Ethcricb;c district5 as wdl as the "hole of 
~orth Qucf'r;sland. I sunpo:::e I know just as 
n1nrh a.l;out the Cbi1Lgr-,_ and Ethcridgo l(lis­
trid · n1an in this I-Iou.· ~, be-cause for 

I -..vas organising that part 
o and visited most of fho 1nining 
eo. mp~ .. 

Hon. \V. II. B.\RNES: You must havo 
frightr•ncd the poopic out of the district. 
(L:1ugllter.) 

I did not frighten tlw 
di ,+rict. It wns the hon. 

fl'i~~·ht·"nrd thsn1 out 
Goyen nl('nt \Yho 

and ar0 lmilding 
lJosition 

!) 

h~---., err:nrwncv of Trea5ury 
t 3tabli-.Jled 'an:· onP indu:3try 

C''1lpl8,-. ment for l,r'JLl people? 
uccording to the "p1otation I have just 

re d frn~u th" Auditor-General's re:;ort, 500 
.~ns arC' b(~ing c!nJJloycd dircct1.\- bY the 

concern and m-er 500 others are 
cn,plovcd indircdl 0-. That is to say, 

or:r 1 000 1;erson<; ::tre findino· -;,york in .an 
indush:v d{ich 5t 'nds to the °Crcdit of this 
Labour' Gm·crnmcnt. And the more the 
people of Queensland know about the big 
thinp this Government aro doing, the l>etter 
for this Government. Let us leave the httle 
things for the hon. members opposite, because 
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they haYc 5mall minds, and the result of their 
dealing with little things is that they hRve 
been able to got the numbers on the Opposi­
tion benches that they have at the pre,ent 
tin;w. The people in tho South. where thev 
h~:d mo:::t of their victori{'s, 1verc not ablC 
to grasp the big things this Government arc 
doing with regard to the "'ttlcment of :North 
Queensland and the development of Queens­
lrrud gen€rally. (Hear, hear!) 

The PRE2\UER: There is verv Lttle to 
reply to in tho debate which has taken place. 
The deputy lea-der of the Opposition and the 
leader of the Nationalist party asked certain 
questions, n1ost of which have been traversed 
by other spe.' kers on both sides of the 
Ilouse, v .. ~ho have in great part given the 
information required. I should like to quote 
from an inten-iew with Mr. Thomas G!assey, 
pub1i-..hcd in the "Courier" a fc\v days ago, 
which I think giws an impartial view of the 
Chillagoe enterprise and is apropos to this 
discussion. The "Courier" c:ays-

" :Mr. Thomas Gla,~ey, >Yho for many 
years has been closely identified with 
mining matters, both in his private 
ea pC~city and as a former m cm be-- of tho 
Queensland LcgislatiYe Acsembly, and <1n 
ex-Senator, has just returned from a visit 
to :North Queensland. While in the 
l':orth he spent a week <1t Chillag·oc, and 
took the opportunity of Getting into 
touch with the State Chillagoe mining 
\Yorks and the Sbte smelters at Einas­
lci;-:h. For four days in succbsien he was 
shown oYer the Chillagoo works, <1bout 
the succcs., of which he had not been 
optim1-;t1f'. Speaking to a • Courier' 
rcp:-csc-ntntive, l\Ir. Gla-sscy said: 'I \vas 
agrcca bly surr1riscd t.o tJnd everything 
working so smoothly nnd apparently 
sucf'e,~::;rullv. I ma,· sav that I an1 not a 
supr;rJrtPr ~of th0 dovcl~nlnPnt, nor a.n1 I 
nsking anything frmn the Govornn1ont.'" 

I\Ir. F. A. f\JOPER: IIc has changed his 
atti'udc on:r tl·at. 

The PRF.:.IIER­
" I han:> no ax~ 

But I mu-t say 

IIon. \Y. 
l~ it uot ':' 
he do{: nGl, 

sugg,_,~hY8, 

"pparently. 

Th{' PREfiii:H: Of CJUl'SC'. }{r. Glasscy's 
cxp'!rie1lc:' of t,~tl-'_2 enterprise "~,~as gained 
dnrinsr tile of the National regin1c. 
\Yith" his of \York"l un~J_,- r 
tl~ ·, noth:ng but 

"l\1r. G-b--<~Y ndded thr't 
t~Je 1nunns·er (lVIr. 

a n1dn of 
a-r;d ]ikc ~~r. \_n,:rew 
has the happy knack of getting 
n1cn around hi1n titntc 
'Cpcn one point ::\Ir. 

Gla-c;c~T anil thP 
gr?c.tl;, lack 

of ac CO.:JStll!1t ~uppl~ of ore. Th·(' 
;:,'.in~~~ i;; ut Einasl.ei~h-kPo\\ 11 • a? 
_t~In~.l.S_k:::;h Copper fdnie-and this JS 

oal',' mine· that the Purehoso Ac+ allows 
the~ Go\ernincnt to work. It is regarded 
as inercnsjngl:v nccw·s<J.ry thrtt all fluxcs 
should be obtained directlv bv the smelter 
1nanagernent, a.nd to do .thr:t flux n1incs 

rnust be >Yorked. Tho Ejnasleigh mine 
is 102 mile' by rail fwm "\hutdon, and 
120 miles b,- rail fro:n the smelters. 
ThcrB arc about 1,000 YliNJ dircectiv or 
indirectly dependent on this State "ven­
tun·. and J\lr. Glasscy regards it as essen­
tial to the success of it that a continuous 
snpply of ore, a.nd of coke at a reason­
able price, ~,hould be assured to the 
rnanagmnent. 

There is an honc~t and unsolicjted tcstirnony 
frorn a Elan \Vho is connected with ruining, 
and is, I think, competent to speak on the 
situatiun, and everyone who knows copper 
and who kno\YS the Ch1llagoP proposition 
acknowledg·-·s that, prO\·ided the enterprise 
has a fair deal with a reasonablB field of 
operations, tho manager can n1ake a success 
of it. Of coarse, it all depends to come 
extent on metal prices. Neither Chillagoe 
nor any other ·ent-erprise, no rnattcr how well 
it i.-, rnanaged, can be a succc·,:; if th8 price 
rLllisocl for the product is Ices than a profit­
able price; but the Bxpoctation is that, 
nlthough copper and metals of that kind will 
flncbwtP ill price fer some time to come, 
thov will retain a rPasonable level-a level 
sufilcieni to enable ChillagoP and ot.hE:r rnin­
ing propositions in Queensln.nd to carry on 
profitab1.. My own opinion is that, although 
the price hes slumped during the last week 
or bYo rathPr seric1- -.~y, it jg only tbo result 
of more or less obvwus operations on tlw 
part of those who "bear" the market, and 
there is bound to be a recov,-rv. That is 
also the opinion of some of ·tho mining 
authorities, published in the papers recently. 
And I think that if t 11e price nf clcctrol}·tic 
eoppcr keep a O\ ~~r £80 per to:1, Chilb_.q-oc can 
be rPn succ( ..;::._,ful1y, Lut, Hot other­
v.i::e~that i~, unless tl:_ cost 
do'' n in pronottlon to n. 1 

price belo1v £80. Of coursF) years ago--up 
till about 1914-copper mines were worked 
s:tcccs.-:fully in QuPcr-;land and othf'r parts of 
~~U'Lrrdia, \YhC'n the avPrP?C price \',-as not 
more than £65, and eYW1 11ot :-:n n:uoh. ::.\lin­
ing cost us mnch less thnn th~n to-day. and 
yet. I'\Tith R clirnini~hing and 
Inr>tcrial.s rcqnirPd and no 
poe.sibly it \Yould p~Y -evc11 now 
cc1ppor at lc::;;s than £80 a ton. 
n:.(~n' conj('eturP. On0 C~Jnnot sa:,T 
copllCT mark('t \Yill be. if th0 market 
dor.': t:uffcr snch .,' shunn Pnt0rpriP,~ 
cannot be <.:Jrried - C1ltcr-
pris'J \Yill not b0 to be 
rnn as a. undertaking, and c<'nnot 
l-,,. run upfl.•>r concl1tio1Hl whi h ·wonld r-equire 
heaY) subsidi0s from the eowolidated rc­
Y(-'l11H.'. I eRn lay tliP.t c1own ck'.--1:1,'. !t 1nust 
be run .ns a comr!:!.crc>J;J l nrononh-o~t; It n1ust 
1:nt be tt hcaYily losingk pl:OTJo.sition to the 
Stat 

I do not tl1ink it is ncce,-:;~nry fer liJC to 
ynriou:-; par.agnt11hs of the _,_c\tElltrr~ 
rc~x~rt ag::tin, l-ut I rem;nd hnn. 

that it is distinctlv favourable to tbP 
I-I8 co1nnliments the ,rnanagerflenli. 

He refers to the ai·t;ficial limit·_tion placPd. 
hv the Act upon thr lT!2Ylfl in thr rn~ttter 
of expencl.itl_HC', :ll.!.rt a 1 o -, o-:__~t \Yhat 
factors cnntribnt-ccl to the ~11cr c::s of t~c cnt2r~ 
nri~2. That bring~ mf' to the noint raised 
by tlw leader of the ]'\.,,tiona!ict party and 
tOncherl unon also bv the hon. r:n0n1bC'r for 
Port Curtis-the question ,,-hcthcr the House 
should be asked to give practicallv carte 
blanche to the manager of the1 "·orks, and 
to that extent allow Parliament to lose con­
trol of the enterprise. I am not asking that, 

Hon. E.(}. Theodore.] 
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and tho Bill does not provide for that. All 
the Bill dou is to remove the artificial limi­
tation in the original .A.t:t as t J capital. It 
Joes not remoyc the control front J?nrlia­
n1cnt, and ·whatever mo11 'Y is required b:­
tho rnnnaget, vvhet.her to carry on or to 
extend the Clltt:rprise, he n1nst get authJrity 
for spendi11g it frorn Par1iarnerit through tho 
proper ,'·J.inistcr. r\n amount n1u~t be placed 
on the E,tir1wtc·J. The hon. nren1ber [or 
Bulimba eaid \Vhen I interjected that that 
was not n1uch .safeguard, because there 'vcre 
well kno·.Yn rncans of evading the necc:;siL·/ 
by charginr: a11.v auwnnt to unforcsc't:ll e_'i::pen­
ditur('. There i:;, as a rnatter of fact, no 
means of f'Yading the Govcrnrncnt's rcspon­
sibilit~'· \Yhrther tho expenditure is incurred 
first and charged to un:orcsccn 8Xl1endituro 
moamYhile, or whoi,hor appropriations are 
askccl for ns rc<:]uired, the amount must be 
appropriated by Parliament, and if the Go­
vernincnt 'Yuve tho n1anagrr auth,Jrity to 
"pcnd a large sum of money they \vould haYc 
to f'on:e to ParliainCllt anyho-vv t'-1 ask for 
authorit•, eyen if it were clwrged to unfore­
seen expenditure in the meanwhile. The 
opportunity is given to mmnbcr~ of Parlia­
Inent to crii.ici:-e or castigate the Govenunr'nt 
if they h:n--o dnne nnything wrong in that 
respect. 

Mr. 
the JnoEcy 

: That i-; IL~t 1nu~'h goc..d after 
spent. 

_ Tho l'llK!\liER: A't a·cy rate, the money 
l1as to <'ome before ParlianlF~t. I a1n not 
sL~yin~; that \VC aro goi l'r to ii.nanr ·~ the 
enterprise like that-that we aro going to 
cnnF' to _:_)arl1cunent ask for y di,__~ation 
of \lnfor_ ...:,' ~'n \Ye a1·e goi11g 
to hnanC!" 1 i:: by for so 1nuch 1noney 
on the E"tiu:utes.. 

Ilon. \Y. FJ. BAE~ES: Are you doing that 
tLis yea1· ·: 

EI\'IIER : Y· s, we are a~king for 
a which \\ill be fouud on tho 
J::stirnntc·. it is ng argu1nent to say 
that we cccn e.-ado our re,pmlsibilit.y by 
ch:~rg1ng c:..::pcndituro to u-:..1for,·~oen expmHJi_ 
turc. That Jot"J not affect our re ,ponsiUilitY 
to Parlian1cnt. There is no intention tO 
do that. Onr int0!ltion is to a·k for \vhatevcr 
amount of rnow•y think will be required 
1n t-11(' f'')lil'':;C' of \'t':tr. nnd it vv·ill be 
placed or~ the Estirna~L0S and bo open to 
the scruilny of n1cmbcrs. who n1ay ask 
tt'"~ 1nany questions as thoy Jiko upon it. 

tu the other snggr stion that it is a 
~)(J\·.-~~T ~ ) · iYf' thu rna11ager po"\Y€r to 

pUl'ClU:LSC lYllllC -,·--

!-Ion. ~~\-. Il. BARXES: Is it not a very 
grnat IJOIY8l'? 

The F~E:\JIER: It is; ~<ncl th:tt iJ what I 
"\Ycl!1t to mdieate_ There ·will be no power in 

of the 111Unager under this Bill to 
rain(;. He c_dl exercise his 

1n rnal~ing reconllnenda.tinn, but 
it must be all!HO\Ed the Minister and the 
Governrnent. Tht' rnanager \vill not bo given 
rarte blanche' to buy mines all ronnd Korth 
Qnen.::;lar.d; but l10 C'an r.nake his rPf'OJn­

mondation to tho Government, who will be 
ultimately responc.ible for the purchase of 
any proposition. \Ye do not \vant to injuro 
or hamper a man liko Mr. Goddard who 
has prond his worth and proved his abilitv. 
and if giYrn a reasonable .a-rnount of fro~­
dmn. I an1 sure he is going to n1ake a success 
of the Pntorprisc. I do n~t know that thcr., 
is nn,·thing more I nnod touch on. Tho hon. 
member fur Gregory spoke about the wisdom 

[Hon. E. G. TheodoTe. 

of haYing a policy for the cncouragen1ent 
er IHOspcctn1g 111 ord<'r to ha Ye Ih..'W 1nincs 

(~i ,covered and o:wnl J up when old 
or:es are Pxh" u.stcd. The lllU'l~',gcr gn·cn 

freP hand in that n1atter, and he is carry-
out a. Ycry \\ icle ~:v~tm11 of assistance 

to p!·ospcctors, and much good work has 
L en clone bv those in the Chillagoe and 
llcrbcrton fi(;lds. lie lHt . ., a very husinPss­

I.Yith the 111in•,rs \\'orking 
,duttcycr £t'JYances an-' 111adJ 

.Fron1 rhe ore .snppliod to 
llc is f!iYin;~· Yuluub1e assist­

ance to min l:S in t!'w._t di:"ltrict, and the 
confinccl to ihc Einasleigh 

1nines comprist..·rl in the 
The operations are 

arc likelv to lead to coll­
dc,·clopnwnt in )/orth queer;sland. 

Gonm:-.<:~Jr.KT ;\-Intmms : Hear. !war ! 

l~ucstion-That the Bill be now read a 
r- concl tinw-·put and 11assed. 

l'OClJ\IlTTEE. 

~J[J Smith, _lfackay) in thr chair.) 

('b ~· c 1.-" Short title and construction of 
A~~t J)-put. and }Jasst:-d. 

('~;_tw::e 2--" Am ndmcnt of rrtion C"-

1101\. \r. :H. B.-\llXES: NoL,~i~hstanding 
"' 1Htt h:td bcl'Il ~aiJ bv The ~)rcrnier) th-cre 
should n'r-utinly Le so~ne rcstrie:tion placed 
011 tlh-: J11Hilfl.g'Cl' in l'l'g:_trd to th·_ U1110Ullt 

he n1ight penrl. Jf they alJo1~ "d rl1c cla1~se 
ro gu as it stood, they \\·eru vract.ically gl\t­
ing the r11:1nw_)'C'r ea.rto blanche, an.d, as \\·as 
noinrt>d out on the second reacl1ng, rhey 
' ou:d b.~ Ol1Cnlng a Yer:,· dangcrou~ door 
i t](Ll' 'd. 'J1hcrc \V&) a "ast on rnmnhl'l':'l 

the Corrm1ittee the Govr·rnn1ent 
in th-0 of C. JT10ll1V-DOt 

~conomv for th2 purpm-:' of hurting or ~injnr~ 
iwr any' cntcrm·iso-but in the interests of the 
conutrv. Ilc- v;as quite prcpar,,_1 to ch~Jit 
tl t[ttcnlc.lt~ n1adc by the Prcinicr and 
othrr hon. Hl<:.'Inbf'r.:-J i~1 the dirtction of 
::: 1 ing that the Inanag·t.:r ,,_as thoroughly 
co~-llT):~tt .. :nt, and a YPT_', careful rnar: in e\·cry 
p~~ rticnlar._ ; u: ... \Vas it good busin_ess to per~ 
n1it the Bill to gn through w1thDut any 
r _triction ·.,-hat :Yr-r? The Prunicr stated 
o:1 the f'Ccond reading that if the .f'xpcnditure 
cxccc:dc'cl the ;:Jnount oa the Estimates that 
en'n then it had to be pa,' -cd by the 
liou',('. That y, rts. quite right: but when 
jtcn1s like that had co.ne up for T~Tcriftcation 
l)\T the IJou C, was it :l.t 'n likely that the 
Government':-; 111 ~ny ea.., \"'.'ould 
vot(' agaill~t the 1( ~1t '! 

The PRE:'IlER: l h.",-e not stat-d that we 
ar'' goin2' to flr01nce this schczno from 
unfore::oePn expenditure. 

Ho:-.<. \Y. H. I:U.R::\ES: The Premier had 
root st.·tcd thct, but he did H) that if it 
so har,pencd mane,- lwd to be provided from 
unforeseen expenditure, theet the Houso would 
han; to confirm it. After the money had 
be :n ~1)ent, \Yhat chanc-e was thcrP of getting 
it. haeC? T} ,, only r.'m0dy would be +.) p~ss 
a -.;;ote of censure' on the Govcrnn1cnt. l\' o 
nutter he·,, excellent the n1anagcr mjght be, 
hon. n1c1nbC'r ~ O\Y{)d a duty to th country 
in f30Cing that lll'Otection \\'aS given both 
tc the manager and to tho Govornucnt them­
s·eh-cs. Prol~ab1v even tho 1nanag-er himself 
mi~ht he appro~ehed by outside people and 
tN~ntPd to do ccrta;'1 thinr;s, and there mi!-(ht 
rw Pressure bronght ngain~st the mqnager _for 
certain reasons even by members supporting 
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the GoYernrnent or other tnernb:;;rs, and, 
thcL_·forc, the Con1rnittco ought lo safcgr;_ard 
the po--;ition Vv fi_,_ing an anL)Uilt in the Bill, 
so that no 1Hi6takc could pos-~iLly Le 111a<Jc. 
\Yh:1t objection conld there Le 1u it·: It 
.YOu]d_ b · TCH!C in C'Ulll1Cction IYith 
the iron and \n- rks, that a proposal was 
mndc in the othc·r Chan1bcr th t t 1 

·; c~\:DPndi­
ture ,hould be limit-ed to £10u,COO. ·Thoro 
"'a' no objedion really to that. but tlJO 
....--\• :~ornLly turn<'d it .down. _._.\s n rnattcr of 
faC"t, no expenditure to that cxtcllt so far 
bad been incurred in that particular instance. 
The' r;-oYC'-rnrnent talked about f'COI10111Y, but 
·was it economv to say to th€' manager, 
"You ha Ye car'te blanche; here is an open 
cheque"? 

The PREM!Ell: This Bill doe• not give 
the ma11ager carte blanche. 

Ho~. W. 11. lL\RJ\"ES: 1Shat was tho 
good of the Prcn1ivr saying that'? Did not 
thP .Prctnier sav that CYdry detail cnuld not 
ocrue before th~ l\linict·-'r '? 

The PRE1aER: In a matter of the acquisi­
:·ion of rnine.s, or th,~ taking on of new 
leases, the roanager cannot act on his own 
initiative. It is the Govcrnm.cnt that is 
reoponsible in sueh cases, and the Bill 
provides for that. 

Ho:;. W. H. BARNES: This enterprise 
t-ras in tlH Prcrnicr's own electorate. 

The Pm:mER : That 1s not the only 
electorate concerned. 

Ho:-<. W H. BAHNES: There were other 
districts in the immediate vicinity which 
wl'rc concerned; but, all the same, all kinds 
of things might bG done in order to press 
even the Premier himself. and what an 
exccilent sr\r<'guard it wot1ld be for the 
Premier to feel that in the Bill there was 
gome restriction which would save him from 
people in his O\Vn electorate, or in tho adja­
cent electorates! The danger of the posi. 
tion had been increased bv the fact that the 
nropo~als Yn.'nld corr1e b~forC' tho Cabinet, 
he could 1rnag1ne ffi('ll like the hon. mem­
ber for Bov:.~en, vvho \vas very eager to do 
something for his di trict, pushing the matter 
very ,.,criously, and, therefore, there ought 
to be arr;plo protection in the BiJ!. Ho 
hopud sonwone 'vould n1ovo an amendment 
Jn that direction. 

Mr. FLETCHER contended that it was 
altogether \\~rung not to restrict tho a1nount 
that the GoY"'rnment might spend. He was 
C'.U,~ting no reflection on the manager when 
he sa id there should be some restriction. If 
theY gcwe tho Gm-ernmcnt .c:trte blanche 
there m1ght bn all sorts of thmgs done. and 
in >icw of tho position of affairs nll m-or the 
world to-dctv. the Government should have 
rectricted 11owers. One of the most extra­
ordinary things that had come to his know­
lod[.iP sin<~ he entered Parliament was the 
great freedom the Government had in doing 
things >vithout consulting Parliament. They 
could enter into trcn~endous undertakings, 
and then corne along and ask Parliament to 
ratif,: them. He thought there ought to 
bo a iimit of £100,000 to the operations 
which could be undertaken without the 
apprm·al of Parliament. The TreasurN had 
asked him to mention some of the operations 
whicb had been undertaken without the con­
sent of Parliament, and which had not b0en 
successfuL 'The Hamilton Cold Stores >>"as 
one in point, 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

iv1r. FLET~HER: Considering the state 
of tho m,f'trket, the Gov(:'llnlOllt woul~ be 
wiser to lease mines and \York on tr1buto 
and rovalt-: rather ihan to purchase mines, 
ctnd £foo.o·oo would be a safe limit to adopt. 
Ho moved the insertion, after the word 
" afore aid/' on line 23, of the vvords-

" Provi<h d that no expenditure in 
excess of £100.000 shall be illcurrcd for 
the purchase rpfcrrod to in this para~ 
graph, except · ,·ith the previous apprm·al 
of Pa-rliament hy resolution of both 
Houses thereof." 

The PRK'v1IER said he did not know 
whether it would be >vioe to acc0pt the 
a1ncndmont as it 'vould be rather a curious 
precedent t~ aclopt by putting these parlia· 
mentarv limitations into a BilL and to that 
extent , removing tho responsibility of tho 
Governrr1Pnt. 

Hon. vY. H. BARXES: It has been done 
before. 

The PRE~IIER: He thought only in ono 
or two cases where the Legislative Council 
had in1poscd lirnitations. There \V<JS no 
obi{'rtion to giYing tho assurance, if that \vas 
sufficient, on the part of the Government 
that the expenditure should not exceed 
£100.000. 

Hon. W. H. BAR;.;[S: Why not put it into 
the Biil? 

The PRE:\HER: He did not know whether 
the hon. member was aware that the clause 
did not give to the manager the power to 
ac'luire either by purchase or lease any 
m, ine or mining land; it left the power in 
tho hands of the Go,·ornmcnt. This proV1· 
si on Y. ould have to be read in coni unction 
'Yith section 6 of the Act. under which the 
Government of Queensland \vere authorised 
and empowered. in subsections (a) and (n), to 
aCflllirc, " ·whf'thcr by purchase." and so on. 
It seemed to him that the responsibilitc· must 
r<'st upon the shoulders of the Government, 
and not unon the manager, who would have 
no authontv to acquire a mine. either by 
straight out purchase or by tribute. He 
'>·ould haYe only power to rC'commend_. .a:nd 
th0 Govcrnme>Jt must take the responsibility 
of anthorising hin1 to Require. There 'vas 
ccrtainlv no intentirm of expending anything 
like £100.000 on tlw acnnisition of mines, 
nnd he l"as propa red to give an undertaking 
on the part of the Go,-ernmcnt that hefore 
c;;cccdi!'~ the rxnonditnre of £100,000, tbe 
approval 0f Parliament would be sought. 
He thouo:ht thf amendment would be a 
hlcrnish upon the Rill, inasmuch a·• it wonld 
introrlnce a precedent >vhich might hav(' a 
h~r] rfT<?~"'t la-tc'r on. A limJtat.lon of that 
kind wa•; nlc,·od in a Bill b-,;- the Council. 
\vhich took 1m ihe ridiculous position of 
conGnlnu- tlH' GcnTrrnmrnt to the Pxrwndituro 
of £100.000 in connection with the .propos9d 
iron ar"l ~tef'l "Yorks. 

Hon. IV. H. BARXES. That was only for 
ono yenr. 

]\'] r. FLETCHER : Th o two cases arr not 
analogou~. 

The PRE:\HER : Thev were wmmvhat 
analogous. Personally. he had no objection 
to the amendnwnt; but hon. members oug-ht 
to be satisfi~d with the assuranc0 of tho 
GoYernment that tbr amount of £100,000 
-,as not to bP exceeded. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The Premier 
ought to accept this reasonable am,endment, 

Hon. W, H. Barnfs.] 
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which would probably g,ave the Government 
themselves a good deal of trouble later on. 
It it were moved with the view of harassing 
the Government, he could understand them 
not wanting it in the Bill, but it was only a 
reasonable safeguard. The Premier of to-day 
might not be the Premier twelve months 
h<wcc, and he urged the Premier to accept 
the amendment. 

The PREC\!U:R: I will accept it. 
Amendment Pi r. PlctcheT' s) agreed to, 

and clause put and passed. 
The House resumed. 'rhe CHAIRMAN re­

ported the Dill with an amendment. 
The third reading of the Bill was nwde 

an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

LOCAL AUTHORI'riES ACTS AMEND­
MENT BILL. 

CO:\DIITTEE. 
(Mr. Srnith, Mackay, in the chair.) 

Clause 1 put and passed. 
On clause 2-"Arnendrnent of section 11A"­

HoN. W. H. BAR::\ES asked the Minister 
the reason for tho alterations suggested in 
the clause, namely-

" In paragraph (d) of subsection 1 
of section llA of the principal Act the 
words ' on~-fifth' are repealed, and the 
words ' ten per centum ' are inserted in 
lieu thereof." 

The Ho:;m SECRETARY: One-tenth is con­
sidered a fair number of the ratepayers. 

I-IoN. W. H. BARJ'\ES: It must not be 
forgotten that they '·''ere now proposing to 
n1ake certain verv drastic alteratiDns Jn 
connection with local authoritY work. He 
considered the Committee sho{;Jd know the 
primary reasons for askine: for the altera­
tions. 

The HOJI,fE SECRETARY : In Acts deal­
ing with the initiative and referendum, in 
all coqntries >vhere that law was in opera­
tion, it v:as prm·ided that one-tenth of the 
elector,; should have ·a right to petition. 
The present Act provided for one-fifth of 
the ratepayers, but he thought one-tenth 
\Yould be .1 safPr provision. Lcr:luScJ if 
"onP-fifth" were left in the Act, and later 
on the \Yard ,; ratepayer" ,-..ere altered to 
"electors," it would mean one-fifth of the 
electors as against one-tenth as now 
propo:::cd. 

Hon. \V. II. BARNES: I think you are 
right. 

Clause 2 put and passed. 
On clause 3-'' _rin.cndment of section 

72"-

::\! r. J\IOORE: In connection >vith clause 
3, they were going in for r1 new principle. 
The 1na vm_· was unable to bo a councillor. 
He• did 'not knmv the rea·,on for it. but he 
did not sec whv, because .:1 man stood for 
mayor, l:c shoulJ be debarred from standing 
for a councillor, and he Jid not see that 
there was anything to be gaim d by it. The 
obj cd of the Biil, presumably. was to get 
intn the col]ncil the men who were prep a red 
to do the best work and whom tho electors 
thought were best able to do that work, 
:1nd this was debarring the electors from 
having a second choice. If CL man vvere 
defeated for the position of mayor, the 
electors would not have an opportumty of 
putting him in the council, because· the 
elections came on the same day. He would 

[Hon. W. H. Banus. 

like the Home Secretary to gin some reason 
for the proposal. 

HoN. W. H. BAR:'-lES: Another phase of 
the proposal which he would like to be put 
clear was that. from th0 amendment of the 
Act proposed ·in clause 3, it did not seem 
to him as jf the mavor or clw.irn1an. as the 
case might be, >Yore to be cconfined. to the 
particular local area concerned. Should the 
maYor of :i'<orth Brisbai1e, for instance, be 
elected from the ratepayers, or would it be 
possible for someone outside to be elected? 
He could quite understand that in the case 
of North Brisbane, where, probably, most 
of the large ratepayers !i.-ed outside, they 
might have the opportunity of selecting a 
man from outside. Could an elector of North 
Brisbane be elected, say, ,n Sherwood? 

The HOME SECRETARY: There is an amend­
ment from your side in regard to that. 

HoN. W. H. BAR);ES : He presumed the 
Minister wets going to accept it. 

The HOME SECRETARY: He would 
hear what had to be said on it. The idea 
of electing a mayor as chief executive officer 
\Vas certainhr neY"->', but there were good 
reasons whv' the mu vor should not be an 
alderman. 'Firstly, i'f he were allowed to 
stand for alderman and mayor, he might 
win both seats. 

An OPPOSITION ME:\IBER : That would be 
easily overcome. 

The H0::'11E SECRETARY: It "·ould not 
be easily o.-ercomc, and it woul-d also mean 
a new election immediately. Further, the 
mayor \Yas to represent ul:e \Yhole of the 
\Yards: and 110t any particular ·ward. He 
was not going to say that it would bo the 
great success that some ppoplc probably 
thought; at the ·.:-ame tin1e, it \Ya.s worth 
trying. The mayor >Vas the chief executive 
officer of the local authority elected by the 
whole of the ratepayers in that particular 
area. 

1\lr. IVAHTIE:\: llnd it c.-er been tried 
lwforc? 

HO::\Hc SECRETARY: Hn >Yas sur­
at the hon. gE:'YJtlcrnan. a 1ne1nbcr of 

a _LC\~ part": \Yhich propo,wd to do ne1v 

thinrrs, n1aking such an intm.~jcction. If the 
Cou~try party was going to " 1nake good,,. 

a political factor, it would ha\'e to do new 
.-\11 individual soc"io11 of that 

net c1crt that 1nan n.::- a 
r onncil. ihf' whole 

n1jght c>t hin1 as JTirryor and he 
b<> the chitf executivE~ officer. 

Hon. \Y. n. BARK~S: Is that at all likely? 

SECPKl'ARY: It ,,-as likely. 
the p,.,,.,ident ,;u cl ·ctcd b- the 

pe-ople nnd had cxtraord]nar:' 
hacl found hirnself at variance 

in the House of 
Congrc .<;J. 

l\Ir. ').IAX'YELL: is an argun1ent 
avainst ck,:tion in thiR mannr>r. 

The HO:\r1E SECRETARY: It was not: 
jt \YaFJ a t1 ar;.-uJncnt for it. In thjs instance 
aldermen \l'ould he dedcd ov tho whole of 
the wards and \Votdcl h8vc cOn1plctc control 
over tlw actionc. Thev at all times 
\\'oulr1 have right to revjO:w any of his 
decision~·.. Conscquentl~7 they \YCTC not giv­
in~ thP nu1.yor any great cxccutiYc authority 
although they \VC'rc giying him ~"Jmc. It was­
a Ycry good provision. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: He ,-,ould like 
to point out to the Home Secretary that, 
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whilst, perhaps, ono might be in accord with 
the idea enunciated, i11 ma!J:V of the country 
zli"Jrict.s the electors Inirrht feel in rco·ard to 
a certain individual th7lt he ·w:ts th~ right 
n1an lJ) rcpre:3cnt then as <l councillor and 
the .:'onscqncnce would Le ihcv \Yould have 
to in- i~t upon that 1nun st lldl{Jg dov. n f~otn 
no il:at~on a,..; 1navcr alH~ ru11nin0' t1n 
ordinary c-onn<'.illor". l-Ie did not 

0

Sec ;,_ . .nY 
reason -\yh. there should not be a. nD1ninatioJ1 
for tho · and it c<Jnld be arranged that 
the next mon on the poll for the sub-
division for \Yhich the \':as clf'cted, 
would be dnl:· ·ch:clared as conncjJlor;-;. 
The Honw Sc•cTetarv would be •veil advised 
if lw ,-uuld giv0 ilte 1natter ronsidcl' Ltion 
£rolll the 'CO tntr~· voint of Yiev .. -. There "\Y81'8 
1narnT n1 !11 in cou trv di ;trir:ts ,vho had done 
exr'"l1mtt -"·ork on the' Jocal authorities. :Nlanv 
llH.'ll, no doubt, \Toulcl a·;pirD to the higlH_st 

off't~rcd in thcj1· particular local 
and ht~ \YUS the llorne Secre-

nH•[nLf'rs on Govcrnn1cnt ti.do of 
the lion ~ would not sTv a L._tn \YUJ in tho 
"\Vrong in having an1bitiOn. That rnan \.Yould 
have co_r 1der"'-blu prc:::sure brought to bear 
upon hn:n b.:." people ;,rho \'ere c2rtain he 
vvould be elected as council1or, but were not 
ccrt.uin he ;,yould be clo,--.tt--d · as n1ayor or 
chairman. r[hl~ :!.'l'~3Ult lYlEIJY of their 
lw~t ILC'll ;,.vould vrobabhT d~ovvn. The 
Ilorne St!rrct 1_ry 1night 1nattcr a 
little more conslde1·ation and tho method 
Df selection so t.hnt the rnavor or chairrnan 
\Yould br elected in tl~,~ ;,yay ho had suggested. 

Mr. \YAHHE:'\r: The method propoccd 
appeared to hun to be utterly ridiculous. 
Tho I-IonlC Sccrotarv had not o·iven anv 
reason why this lH'\~- procedure ~hould b~ 
followocL CounciL, like companies, should 
elect their chairm11n. The method propo··ed 
appeared to hiu1 to be quito unvrorkab1e. 
:The 1nan rhoscn n1ight be temperan1entally 
unfitted to be chairman. He thouo·ht the•.· 
ought to keep to the !11"8SPnt motl:od. A;, 
Bxperiment was being foisted on to the people 
·without rcasonahlf: ground for its introduc­
tjon. Th(~ £-lon10 Socrctarv -said it was a new 
move. The new moves of the Home Sccre· 
tary dj,d not scen1 to be bt?neficial to Queen.,_ 
land. Tlwy did not seem to Le doing any 
better by them. If the'" were thoro would be 
son1e cnC'ouragcrnont tO take thjs chance of 
doing some good for the local authoritic-;. 
This was r,ot a partv rncasuro. Ilo did not 
think the local "uthoritics were de··irous of 
having this provision in the BilL It had 
-con1e in by chance and tho Ho1ne Secretary 
seem•'d to have accopkd it. 

Mr. JI.IORGAN: The Minister had not 
replied h' the point mn·do by the deputy 
loader of th,, Opposition that men who stood 
for the position of mayor or chnirman would 
bo debarr0d for the ensuing thrc{~ years 
from_ gi \ i!lg' thf'ir scrvice\3 on the counciL 
In Nc\v Z';aland, \\bile the rnayor ;,.vas elected 
by the )loop] e he could a 1 ,o be a councillor 
Dr an alderman. \Vhy should not that prin­
ciple npply in QuPcns1and? EYcn under this 
Bill thPrc would be times when there ,.-ould 
be no election in rriany lncal authorities. rrhe 
t:-onble to-day ·was to get men 1vho 1vero l)fC­
parcd t•o stand, and it would be the same 
under this BilL 

The Ho:wE SECRETARY : That might apply to 
the country. 

ilir. MORGA:'\r: The Minister was looking 
at it from the point of view that the mayor 
of Bri -bane was the only person who should 
be considered. 
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(Sittinr; suspended front 6 ['m. to 7 p.rn.) 

J\h. ::\IORGAN (continuing) sugsested that 
the c1anse should be rcstr;et,-d to cities and 
to·.~·r ':, nnd that shires might be allo--. ed to 

nlle of the n1embcrs of the COltnrl~ to 
a.t In citit"' nud 

of interests that 
with ·hires. In 

citic.:; ;nd to' 'I!S tht:! pr·vn"'rtic;;; wore nrlnc.!.­
Lusinc,B sitos: whcrc~s in country ~hir~s, 

tho;;l~ in his there were 
dai ryrncn, C'r:- n1ixed 

Eb v. ell tu and under 
the clalb_ a:; it 
t:1r: chail"1l;}ll 
pcov1c:, 1vlu:rP grc1tcr nu1-:r1bcr of votes 

concentrated. Taking the shire of 
a-, an illnstra.tion, t1F? to1vn of ~Iiles 

Cil~tajn0~1, ono-half of. iJH? lWPl~h~tion _of the 
~.,;1rc. lhcro three diYJSions 1n the 
6hire, of IYhich ,t..1 one, and, under 
the clause as it ~too·d. to1vn ',ould havo its 
three councillors, 1ike tho othc_r <(_ljvisions, 

haYc the chairm n In addition. 
ufto1· Bill h~"cl ~JCC 1 in operation for 

t~~·o or thrco yc.1r Y·"fL · thonght advisable 
to cxtencl the 1nid do~,vn in the 
eLw o nuld be demo then. bd 

'xould b' ,,-ell 
th~~ oneru,­

their chai~n1cn 

l\Ir. MAX\VELL the 
~:IOJJH' Sccrctc· "'Y ··· acc2pt 
th tt htd been nuvlc bv the 
on ihc Oppc ,i tion sid·~.~ :t-Ie qui to agrc"d V."ith 
tho- :~ hor~. rrH'tnbers th:-tt inju .tice 1vould he 
don(• to a rcr~Rin flection bv the clalJsc. It 
might bC' po.ssiblc tlrat fom" compete1~t loc·>] 
a.uthor1t'cT \,)( 't '.\"OU1d 0_·ll0\Y t.h0111··~f'lYL'& to h~ 
nominated for the position of ma··or or 
chalrrr_an, as the ct··8 n1ight bo, and thev 
,.-ould be prcclndod from allowing themselves 
to be nomi11atrd for the position of alderrnen. 
So that the citizens or rPsiclonts in the ;::hire 
would bo deprive•! in that way of the services 
of fL number of excellent men. It required 
n .rr~rcn Ynth €omo kno,vl0dge and businesn 
ab1htv to conduct the business of a. local 
autho'i~ity, and it was not likely that men not 
po~~~~~ing thos0 qua1if-ic:1tions \Yould have the 
temerity to allow their names to bo sub­
mitted as candidate<, for the position ·of 
1n--:yor ·or chairrna,n. LJn1c"s a ctndidato ha:d 
bu:--i ncss acmnPn and sorne kno~dedgo of hovv 
to conduct local authority meetings, he would 
on!:,· hold himself np to public rirlicnk and 
the locctl authority would also be held up to 
public ridicule. He ,. ::ts sure the Home 
Sc·Cl'P1 <ry had no desire to do tlrnt. One hon. 
rrwmber 011 the other side intcriecte·d while 
an Oppo:"ition n1omber v;as Gpeal~ing that the 
prc~cnt tendency was for a rnayor or a 
cha1nnan of a shire to ho.vc a leaning to-...vr:.rda 
the \vant 1lf his o1vn wnrd or division. r:rhat 
\Yas not so. \Vhcn an nlder:::1an or a coun­
c~llor took the eh[lir, he aL~clutoly disso~ 
ciat0d him_self from his O'.n1 ;,vard or diYision, 
ann b-~crrrnE:' member for the 1vholo local 
[1uthorit~'· Lnclcr the existing Act the chc.ir­
P:;~ rt of a { authority was only empo;,.vcred 

£10, ".hich <]nite precludec! anv­
tL, nature of logrol!ing in hvo,~r 

or rEYi~ion. It 1.vas in the 
au:·horit:v \York that candi­

mavoral chair or for chair­
rnan of a loc ~1 at~thoritv should not be dc­
bnrrrd from .ql~;o ~tnndin-:; as a.ldf'rmcn or 
councillors. The Home Secretary had said it 
;,.yould bo diHicult for a n1an \vho waB a 

Mr. Maxwell.} 
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candidate for mRvora] honours to submit his 
nn..f:'h' a'1 rrn ald'Crn1an, a.s it wnnld cansc 
a::~)thcr c1cction but tt ·~-& av ont of ~he diffi­
cul-ty coulcl be ~ngg:-:,•ted. ~He acknov.TlcdgeJ 
that idea of cL cting a. rna:,·or apart {ro!11 
the ·,,as one of the principles of 
the Dill. but the l1est .iudg·cs of '.:ho was 
most eligible to hll the cha.ir \Yerc the 
aldcrrncn or councillor The clause \Vould 
be an inju t'"c to thc \d!Ol8 of tho lonl 
untlwnt1es ;tl~.r-onghout QLH't:ndand, :a" jt 
\\ ndd dcpri,-c tlwn1 of the sCT\Ticos of rnany 
e-xcellent W{1 11. Ilo hoped the 1-ionv~ Secre~ 
tary "~·on1d Ji h'n to the advice offered to him 
b:· local authority men. Ho belie1·ed the 
hon. gcntlo:.tHUl \\ ac; irrco;;p('CtiYc of 
po]itic·-;, an1 , s to 1nake the mra,-
~ure smnething- out ordina.rv. ,\.nd 
if hn wnntccl -to du th:lt. he must }j. L n to 
the ~~ n1en v: 1:o had had exvcriencc of local 
government y<,.:ork. 

::\Ir. :'.lORGAK moved the omis,ion of 
subclause (2) of the clal)se. line, 8 to 15, 
both inclusive, page 2, as follows :-

" (2.) In the first paragrap:1 of sub­
<·r.j.ion two, after the words ' compo:-'ed 

of ' the vvords ' a chairman ar:d ' are 
inserted. 

'; Tho f0llowing proYi~iDn is added to 
the said sub ·c:'tion :-

" Tho rhairLHtn ;;hall 110+ be assigned 
to any diYision. He ~;hall be a. rr1crnber 
and a councillor by virtue of his oflice." 

The oni•sion of th>tt subclause would be to 
lea ,·c subs-ection (2) of section 12 of the 
principal Act intact--

" Every shire shall be governed by a 
council composed of nol mere lhan 
bvclvc member~ and not leF·~ than five 
n1cn1bcrs, as the C oYcrnor in Council 
fro"\1 time to time declares by Order 
in Cou 1cil." 

If the nmNJdmcnt were carried. \\:1ilst the 
pr!nciplo eum1ciatod by the Dill \Youlcl be 
effective in tho oaso of a mayor, it vvould 
not apply in the case of the chairman of a 
shire. who wonld be dcctcd bY the council. 
H" thought that the C'.1inister ":as favourable 
to the amendment, which would obviate a 
certain arnount of injustice n1 tho country. 
People were flocking into the towns because 
tho inducements offering there 1vc.ro grr~ater 
t' an tho~e in the conntry; and anything 
that might tend in the direction of inter­
fering with people in the couEtry Was going: 
to lead to rnore dis":atisfaction than exi'cb?d 
at present. He hoped the Jl..finistor would 
accept thu E-ltlf nrh:._,_ent. 

C'.Ir. SWA 1:'\E desired to support tho 
amendment. He really did not see that 
they ,,-cro 1oing to derive any advantage 
from. tho olcction of a n1ayor by a body 
outside the council. Ho thought they would 
get rnorc eff0eti n~ work and better delibera­
tion under (1 chainnJ.,n elected by the body 
oonccrnr'l thcrns~hcs. In fact, if t 1ce idea 
\VUS [;ood in their case, "\Vould it not, perhaps~ 
be well to ask the people 'Jf Quc,enslancl to 
elect the Speaker? And if thP powers which 
the rnayor would posse :'3 wore th8 basis of 
the argument, might they :wt ask the ele< 
tors as a whole to choose che Premier? In 
Ne,.,· South \Vales, where they \Yore supposl'cl 
to be rafcer progressiYe-·althou!'h, whether 
thP progress had bcQn good or bad, \vas a 
matter of opinion-the chairman was still 
elected bv the counciL The iast :N"ow South 
Wales Act-that of 1919-providod in section 
25 that each municipal council should elect 

[Jh. M a.r:well. 

one of its members to be mayor, and each 
shire council should elect ono of its 1ncn1-
bers to be president. Ile thought it would 
be more conducive to c,ffcctive work on tho 
part of the council i£ the/ c'ectcd their own 
c~-:airinan, more especially jn the ca.so dealt 
\vith in the amendment-that of wide­
sprt ad shire councils. ln a large, sparsely 
populate] area, what opportunity would 
there be for the people to come together 
and decide upon the best n.an to presidG 
over their shire affairo '! 

Mr. KERR (Enoggrra) also rose to sup­
port the amendment. He had been con­
nected v.-ith various executives fron1 tlme 
to time throughout Queensland, and he 
found that it would be most riJiculous if 
the chairman of a body of delegates \vcre 
a 1nan ,vitbout kno\vl0dgc of the particular 
function thPy were di~charging. l:To had 
been secretary of a Yery lal'gC organispJi<?n 
~as a n1attcr of fact, one ·Jf the la.rgt~st 1n 
.r\u·tralia-and lu: would have bt.:cn Ycry 
Eorr\ indeed to have seen ir1 the chair a 
chai~·man \Yithont knowledgo cf exactly what 
1.va·: rrquircd. l:-Ie thoup:ht that \Yas common 

and a principle that would be rccog-
if thcv tbouo-ht oyer for even a 

few " One o of case that 
''as the position 

oE a n1an a ycrv small out-
})~i~lc,· 1)art of a council. This 1nan reprtJ-
scntcr1 a certain section of the people\ and 
he iraYe11ed in son1C instance;:; u or 7 milE's 
to speak for them. He was a YOI'Y worthy 
n1an and vet, ""~.Yh~n it canH- to the case- of 
electing a ;:nayor of the ,,-hole. shiro, includ: 
ing the thickly populated d1stnets, b.e would 
not haYt~ an opporturnt~" of succc:3sfut1y com­
peting for the office, notwithctancling. that 
he had u vast nun1ber of years of experience, 
kno·wledge of procedure, and abil_it):· He 
v·1.s yerv much in favour of pcrmtttmg an 
aldermai1 bcinO' elPctcd nutvor or a 111embcr 
of the shire c~uncil being 'elected chairman 
,vithout vacating his scat in the counciL 

HoN. W. H. DAR:-JES: The amend,ment 
\Yas like offering half a loaf in a cer~ain 
direction. ancl the Minister had not gJYen 
an·. indication os to whc·ther he intended to 
ac,~ept it. The argument used in connecti_on 
·,·ith shire councils applied equally to City 
and tcnvn councils. as there \Yas no body of 
per:· >lllS so qna.lified to judg,o. of the qualifi­
crttions n0rcssarv for thP po:·nhon of cha1rrna.n 

the members- of the lo01.l authoriti""'; the 
men \Ybo had to do with the internal work 
of the Councils. No ono would prcsum-.' t? 
argue that all men possessed equal capabib­
tiec,. It was no reflecbon upon :my connetllor 
to '"v that a man might be a g·ood alderman. 
and be Vf'l'~' f'nergetic and Vf'l';r carnr>st in 
connc"tion v·ith hi-, work, and. yet. probably 
he might not be tomperment.ally fit~ed for 
ihP nosition of rhainnan. A ,man n11ght be 
particuL'd~v hasty, and he r:1ight not have 
the qnaliilcation and judgm-ent neCC'f'')<Jl':V to 
rnil kC' hin1 an f'ffiricnt rnayor or a.n C'fficif'nt 
chairman. Surc:lY, CXJ1f'r{cnco {"'ountcd, and 
Y0t uncJcr that clauee it \\D.S f]Uitf' possible 
for (h 1110on"' ·who ·was ab~olntcl.v a ra1v r0crult 
tq rnunlripal life being- pla"'f>d in charge as 
chairman of the counciL 

The PnE'·!ER : That does not seem to have 
he. ppened in Adelaide. 

H0". W. H. BARNES: Wh" should the 
electors be debarred from electing a member 
of the local authm·itv to be tbo chajrman? 
As the hon. member for Toowong had 
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illustrated. it was quite possible to have 
three or four very dDsirable men standing 
for election to the council if the clause \verD 
::dlov;(~d to pass, and the electors wou]d lose 
the services of those men in order that they 
might conk't the position of mayor. After 
all, it was only another form of government. 
and tho local authorities were doing magni­
ficent work. :.ncl the Committee had no right 
to treat their work in any way lightly. The 
chairman had to do not onlv with borrowin~. 
not onl.v ,,-jth the propc~· pxpcndituro of 
moncv. but he had to do with worthily up­
holding the reputation of the· coun il. 
Court sv demanded that there should t·c 
son1c eXpression of opinion fron1 the IIo~,v~ 
Secretary as to whether he intended to accept 
the amendment or not. aucl it should not be 
allmwd to go as if it did not count at all. 

::\1r. COLLI:\S : Ho hoped the Homo Score· 
tar.,· was not going to accept the amcnd­
lncnt, and he wunted to point out th 1_t n1ern­
bcrs representing country districts of fluc,:us­
lancl. who were sitting on the Government 
sick of tho House>, offered no objection to the 
chairman of a ahlrc council being dectcd by the 
pcopl''· The hon. member for Pitts\Yorth sa id 
that the Govcrnrrwnt \V.f'f{' onlY cnnrt'rncd 
n bont Deisbanc and ho (:\fr. C~llins) really 
thought th 1_t the hon. rneynbcr represented a 
\'{'1',\ b.rgc ronntry e1C'·2toratc. On looking 
up pa.rticnlars he foun.-1 that the hon. n1CITl­

bcr ''Pp resented on1:v 2~370 square 1nilcs, <- nd 
:n:~t the hon. rnPmber claimed that he reprc­
Sf'nted the country, and strougly objected to 
the chairman of the shi1 o ~oun~i! being 
,,]octorl by the people. ThPn, the hon. mem­
hPr for l\lurrumba had a lot to say, t:nd yet 
he found t.hat that hon. TI1e1nber only n:pre­
sented 1.060 sqnare miles. Members on the 
Opposition side spoke as if they wore rPpre­
scnting the ('Ountr::, vvhirh \vas not tho case. 
The hon . .member for Grcg0r'· had offcrc:l no 
objection to the election of the chn.irman of 
a shire council by the people, and >d that 
hon. m em b0r r<'nresentcd an arcn lo rg-cr than 
the State of Victoria by 6.000 or 7,000 square 
miles. It was quitB true that his own <'~<ern­
rate was a Yery small ono, being only 13,400 
square mllos in area. and ho was offerin~ 
no objection to the clause. The hon. mem~ 
lwr for Normanby represented about 29,000 
square miles. and he offered no objectinn to 
thP clause. Then, the hon. member for Leich­
harclt reprc,·sentcd a little over 30,000 squ<m 
mile'· and h0 was offering no objection to it. 
He (:\fr. Collins) wanted the country people 
of Queensland to realise that .members ropr•­
scnting the country part of the State were 
eitting on the Govcrnrnent sidD of the House. 
The hon . .member for Toowong also objected 
to the clause. and he claimed that he, too, 
represented the countrv. but that hon. mem­
ber only represented 66 square rnil"s. Hon. 
mernhPrs nc·•cl not be afraid of the chair­
man of a shire council being el<ded b:-; the 
j}Qoplc. Hon. members opposite talkeu about 
expcri0TIC" being ncne;;sar~v-, yet, if 0Xpcri­
f'TIC' ahv8ys counted, Y('ry ff "' no\v n1('mhers 
·would bn o]Pcted to Parljam_pnt. I-Ic \Va9~ 
satiofiod that thoro was no d'mc;er in the 
chCtirm~n of a shire council being ekctocl 
by p 0 onl<> any more than there was in a 

o' Parilament being ekctod b,· the 
people. Persona llr. he was not concerned 
\Vhethr>r the prinriplc vvas in operntion in 
anv other part of the world. Ho was n0,. 
conc0rnod about what thcv did in other 
countri0s, but -..vas con('erll8d about what 
they did here. They wanted to lead the 

world. Queensland had led the way more 
than once in the Commonwealth, and in other 
parts of the world, and they wem going to 
lead the -..vay in local goyernrncnt by provid­
ing that the mayor of a town council or 
chairwan of a shire council should be elected 
by direct Yoto of the people. 

:Yir. ICING: The onlv roawn put fonrarcl 
lr, the Homo Sc>crcta~v in support of the 
ciause "as th'tt if it· were adopted they 
-..vnulJ ha.,-e u mayor or chainnan \Yho -..vas 
absolutely di''"'onnC'ctecl with any ward \Yhat­
C\Tcr. IJ is cxperit· _tco of lDcal go\ crnntent 
was that -.dH:n a rnan as elected as chair­
rnan or rrla" O"i' he had no interest \v:1atever 
1n a particular \\'urd; ho \Yas there represent~ 
ing- th• whole ar<.a. He admitted thott in a 
f c~T isol a tt cl ea ..:es the chai rrnan lw .. cl hu\Yn 
favour to a narticular ward. but those cases 
\YOre \'Cry rare. rk had had the pleasure of 
being chainnan of tt local <tuthority on dif­
ferent occasion'J, and \vhen ho 1,vas chair-:n.an 
he alwa~1c::. recogni. cd that he n:·;Jr::sentt~d the 
"·hole shire. As a matter of het, the ten­
dPnrv in most cases was for the ehail'l11an t. 
rather neglect his own ward for f<'ar that hu 
would Le charged with favouritism. He 
could conceive a case where the most popular 
rnan \Yould be {'lcctcd as rna'> or or chajrman 
unclor the clau~e. If a. n1Etil like Char lie 

Chapiin were to drop down in a 
[7.30 p.rn.J ccuntry shir2, he might m~kc such 

" ncU.J0 for hi'l1Sclf that the elDc-
tors woul Cl 
considering 
turn out. 

vote ior hirn a:s chairn1an. not 
for a rnornent as to ho-w he \Vould 

I-1 ( need not hn n) an·¥ local 
nt all. Tl1e polic·· adotJtcd in 

cl<-nls~ h::u1 not ah" a~,-s b~en the poliC''; 
cf the present Govcromcn( "hich hau a! way·s 
claimed that a man \vho wns 1navor or chair­
man should have had prcYiousv B·t.;:perience. 
\Vhut about the change of policy? 

The HO}fE SECRETARY: D.1 ,-ou know that 
this arncndmcnt \vn.: n1ovecl Us far back a.~ 
1890? 

::\1r. KING: \Yhcn the hon. g('nt]oman's 
nn'dccessor was giYing the po1ic~- of the 
Goycrnment at the Local Authorities' Con-
ference which r.s held in 1918, he said-

" It is considered that it V'oul cl be an 
advantage in local governnwnt if the 
rnavors and chairn1en of local authorities 
\\'ere elected bv the electors instead of 
by members of th" councils, and that 
their tenure of of!ice should be t.hrco 
years. It is thought, too. t'lat no person 
should be eligible for election· as ma.yor 
or chairman unless at .'.ome time he has 
hrrd at least t\YO ;('Urs' prC.Y ious r xperi­
cnce in local govcrnnwnt administra­
tion." 

That \Ya> sensible. Thcv uncler,tood that 
thf' th;~n l1orne Secrctarv" wa.s bona fide in 
rnnki1tg that f'taternent, ~and if that policy 
w_.s ad8ptod they would not hnYe ouch an 
cb.iC'c:tinn to the cla115'0, IIc could quite con~ 
cr>iYc that, under tho clau~.o <J." it stood. a 
chairman \vith absolntf'l'".r C'~periencc 
might be foisted on to ihc ourd b:c the 
electors. 

l\Ir. WALKER (Cooroora) thougl1t the 
amendment of th< hon. member for :'\Iurilla 
IYa.-: a very happy ccmpromizc. .1\..ltbough 
there won> manY things in the Bill that he 
did not agrf'C \Yith, he thon ~~ht this v.:1s on(! 
nf the n_o~t iinpri1cticablc proYi.sion-:. in it. 
The amendment \'.'ould got over the difliculty 
somewhat bv allowing country ,hires to deet 
thoir own chairrnen. Anyone with experience 

Mr. JV alker. J 
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of counciL; or directorates must admit that 
the individual members thereof were best 
fitted to decide upon a chairman, who must 
have abilitv to conduct busine·--s. \Vho knew 
better thar~ those who sat round the table 
as to the abilities of a cha.irman '? With 
regard to co-operative concerns, under the 
"'\Vard svsten1 the shareholders did not know 
the dir~ctors, and how ould the people know 
the 1nan 'vho -;;Tas putting up a::; chairrnan '? 
In the• \oYidgce Shire, for instance, the indi­
vidual farmer knew nothing about the ca.pa· 
bilities of the members of -the council. Be­
sides, the membms of the council had power 
to pass the chairman out if h·· did not pay 
attention to his v.,,ork. The .i.::.1H:nd1nent of 
the hon. member for Murilla, althou:,h it 
did not include city councils, .,-,,nt half "·ay, 
and would be a groat help in the working 
of tho nwasurc. He hoped the Home 
Secretary would accept the amond,m cnt. 

Mr. BEBBI::\GTOJ\i (Drayton) 
the amcndrncnt. The hon. 
kept pointing out that hon. nu 
\vere in fa \'OUr of the clause as 
but thcv kno._,, that those hon. members 
dared not g-ive their own opinions in the 
House. (Government dis .cnt.) 

'The CH~UR:/>lAJ'\: Order! 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I-Iacl they not had 
one nHl n and won1an ell., ~~_,_i~sed fro1n 
Labour union in Toowoon1ba. b•causc 
did not attend son1c n1ef>ting '? 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. BEDDING TON: The hon. member for 
Bowen y;ould admit that there were vcrv 
good reasons why members on the GoYcrn­
mcnt side did not give their opinion.,. On 
the Opposition side thev discus.ocd what was 
best in the interests of the State, and not of 
any party in particular. In the co-operative 
factories there "-ere men who had given the 
whole of their time to the work. and the 
same thing a pp lied to shire councils. Under 
the Bill it \Vas possible that an outsider 
altDgcther might be elected and these 
experil'uccd men cast aside, which would be 
a big loss to the shires. Between the :\Iain 
Roads Act and this Local Authorities Bill, 
the position of the local authorities was very 
serious. The ratc3 and taxes already levied 
were very large. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I must ask 
the hon. member to confine• his remarks to 
the amendment. The question of rates and 
taxes does not Come in on this amendment. 

Mr. BEDDIXGTON: It had a great bear­
ing on the question. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER (Hrenur): The hon. 
member for Logan had been good enough 
to say that his twenty-fhc years' experience 
of local authority work led him to believe 
that a mayor or chairman, immediately he 
was elected to the chair, ceased to be a ward 
man. If that we' true, it would be suffic ·ent 
if the ma.yor or chairrnan \ras elected by the 
whole of the ch•ctors, because there was no 
reeson whv a ward should be disfranchised 
b.-:~ the eJeCtion of a mayor. IJ'hat argun1et1t 
killed the amendment and supported the 
argument of the Homo Secretary. 

Mr. I\IoRGAN: Did the Premier lose interest 
in his eledm·ate because he was Premier of 
Que0nsland? 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: He was taking the 
word of the hon. member for Logan, who 
said he had had many years' experience of 
local authority work, and stated that the 

[Jf r. Walker. 

moment a man went into the chair he became 
non-representative so far as his \vard \Yas con­
ccrHed. They '"'anted every ward to be fully 
represented on the council and thc' whole 
cf the electors represented in the chair. To­
da0 the chairman 'vas generally put in the 
chair sin1ply because "it was his turn," or 
Lecause No. 1 ward had it last time, and 
No. 2 >.Yard ought to have it this tirnc, irre­
~;;pcetiYC' of the capabilities of the aldonnon or 
ccuncillors. It 'vent by the wards. No. 1 
ward had it last year, Xo. 2 n1ust have it 
thi' )'~Car, :;--.;o. 3 next year, and No. 4 the 

That was the practice to-day. 
the position llid not count, and 
to conduct a n1eeting, it ·was 

thng thought of. At the last 
:111 eting of the Ipswich City Council, a body 
of ~o:r' standing in the matter of local 
authority work, a. motion \Vas n1oved " That 
the q-q, -'.tivn Le no.·,· 11ut." Tho mayor put 
the• quf'_;;t!on, "That the CfLlt6tio:n Le no;,v 
put'' · the qucc'ion was carried, and the 

up and walked out without 
n1otion. The ch;:tirrnau in que"­

,, cl.' et man who had h ,cl fourteen or 
:cars' experience as an aldennan and 

en~ four years' expcrienc(~ as a rr1ayor. 
He considered the present a YC'ry opportune 
time for sr'ciug i·hut tho whole of the shires 
V\~ero rcp:n•scnted in the .rnayor or chu irman~ 

Mr. :YlORGAX c-on.-iclercd that the Minis­
h. d a right to reply to his an1cndment 

.,we the que~tion 'XtlS f)Ut. They could only 
deal y,-lth oH:· clause of the Bill at a time, 
aLd he consi{1cn ::l the whole tiul8 of the 
:viinistPr should be giYcn to the p~rticular 
f'1ause the)' ~":~re dca1ing vYith. The :il!Iinit~er 
admitted that it was an ln~portant quest1on 
and so did tho draftstnan. 

'lhe Ho~IE SECRETARY: Didn't I reply to the 
objection? 

?Ir. l\IORGA:'i': No. 
The Hmm SECRETARY: Yes, I did. I replied 

to the objection::; raised by several members 
opposite. 

Mr. DUNSTAX (CJ ympie) was surprised 
that a ~onservative 111cmber representing a 
c onservatiye country constituency should have 
the temerity to ;av that his constituents 
would prefer a Charfi" Chaplin to a practical 
and serious-minded candidate. He was sure 
thut that moving picture kind of criticism 
_,-oulcl carrv no v. eig·ht in the House. If the 
electors in 'municip,;:l areas were to have the 
privilege of electing a mayor, the electors in 
shire areas should have the sarrw pnv1lcge; 
to admit otherwise was admitting that they 
were loss capable or had less intelligen~e. 
His r'xpcrience had proved that a prog-ressi.ve 
n1ember of a shire council, or cvon of a cltJ' 
couL,i 1 yerv often earned the antagonism of 
his felim1·-councillors simply because he was 
nrogrc"isive, and for that reason under the 
Present s~vstc1n such a man _..,,:as often ~~enied 
mayoral honours or tho pos1bon of ch,,urman 
to "·hich he mi<cht be- entitled, even If they 
fo I' m;-ed the J.;-;·esent rule of taking the 
position in their turr:. He considered that 
the electors of thee shue coune1l should have 
the privilege of filling the important position 
of chairman. 

Mr. MOORE : Surely the Home Secret'!-r:l 
·was going to reply to the a1ner:dment, whlch 
was a most jrnportant one, and concerned. a 
lar~o number of people. Ho did not see 
wh~re they had asked for anything unreason­
able, and ·he did not agree with the argument 
put forward by the Home Secretary. In one 
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case he had illustrated where the President 
of the United States was at log~erhcads with 
his Parliament. Surely he did not mean 
that a chairman, if elec~ted, was going to be 
at loggerheads with his conncillors, or that. 
if it were so, any benefit would accrue! Tho 
wards were made in such a wa v that evcrv­
body should have proper rPpr0~ontation, ar;d 
yet iu this 13111 there was a nc\v principle by 
which the countn· interests aro cut out aito­
gcthor in fuvour" of a small portion which 
happened to be closely populated. Thoy only 
asked for a 1cmmnablc opportunit.~- of getting 
proper rc~ 1Hc~cntation in those shires in<Stcad 
of hr~llg don1inatcd Ly 0110 snw1! section 
v hi eh happened to be thi<ekly populated. 

Tlw HOME SECRETARY did not think 
it nccest- ar:v to keep reprating again and 
~tgain what ht~ 1J, d already said in reply to 
the objections to the clause. 
Mr~ MoRGA:-1: You were inclined to accept 

UJY anH•ndrnent. 
The HOME SECRETARY: He was not. 

He oa:d that there might be something- in the· 
<eontcntJOn that tho shires should be ;}ndcr a 
different Local Government The bon. 
gcntlr•n1an 1nu~t kno\v that Divisional 
Boards Art coutrollcd shires prcviouely, and 
had net L._',~n fDund to \Vork verv satisfac-
torilv. and tc•-dctv had the loc7ll authcri-
tic..; ~controlling~ \Vholf' of the local 

of Qut·ensland. In most countrv 
werE~ a nurnbc:r of sn1all to1vn6, 

at1d they \n;re not aH going ·to vote for one 
partlC'ular :rnan. A~ a rnatter of fact the 
present s~ stem, as was pointed out by thG 
hon. L1C'I1lber for Brcrner, was the ''go­
round" s~-st··m. without any regard to the 
capabilities of the councillor otected as mayor. 
nlc't men ·. ho wore elected as aldermen or 
shire councillors could get knowledge suffl­
cient tD enable them to control a meeting 
inside of an hour if they had any intelligence. 
The argument that the mavor had to have a 
knowledge of procedure v·.rould not stand 
invo,tig-ation. If ho had not abilit" and 
personul ity he vvould never n1aster anything. 

Mr. MAx WELL : You know he cannot do it 
in an hour. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Of course, Ire 
could. To be chairman of a meeting did not 
rcquirP any great capacity. The real prin­
ciple in the clause was the desire to give the 
whole of the electors of the area a say in 
tiro election of their mayor or chairman. 
'The electors who elected members to the 
ABsombly did not elect a Charlie Clraplin, 
simply bccau'e he was Char!ie Chaplin. 
·what was happening m Melbourne and 
Sydney? 

Hon . .J. G. APPEL: In Sydney the caucus 
want to elect the mayor. 

Tho HOME SECRETARY: Of course, 
the hon. g-ant!Pman wanted to get away from 
the sub.iect. If, instead of the wrangles that 
took place each year in the large cities in 
connection Y1 ith thP election of Lord Mayor, 
the electors them,olves had the selection, 
it would b0 a good thing. It was working in 
Adelaide and Perth, and there was no rea­
son why it should not work in Queensland 
in regard to shires, towns, and cities. The 
new principle was to give at least one man 
in the local authority a representation, not 
only for on<' particular ward, but for the 
whole area. Thev know verv well that under 
tho present system part o{ the "perks " of 
his office was to get good roads in his 
particular section. 

Mr. MooRE: Oh, no. 

1920--2 K 

The HOME SECRETAHY: In most cases. 
Hon. J. G. APPEL: That is not my experi­

ence : I had the worst roads. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. 
geutlcman must have been very busy on 
some other business. To obviate that, he 
proposed this change, e~nd he thought it. was 
reaconablc thev should give it a chance. He 
c!id not think it would operate in country 
distr-icts as tiro member for Aubigny said 
it would. J\lost of the country districts had 
<L number of small towns. As soon as a town 
hccarnc sufficiently ]arge to control an area, 
it sought to become a municipality, and 
break aw:ry from the adjoining district. That 
was a good thing. He did not propose to 
accrpt the amendment. 

C:uostion-That the words proposed to be 
omitted (Jir. jJiorwm's amendment) stand 
part of the clause-put; and the Committee 
divided:-

}'ir. nnrl Pr 
Er>rtram 
llrvnnnn 
flnlr·u(' 
cr:liJl-' 

,, r·n,:p. r. F .. \. 
: 1'. \\" 

AYES, 34. 
Pr Pn:xham 

Kin··:< !I 
I.~1lll 
Lar mlJ' 
\l(J''or· .. taok 
\fulbn ,,. 
P0 t\'i'5>0D 

Follnck 
Rinr,1an 
Pvan 
s-fopfnrd 
Tl1Pr'r1orr> 
\r ellinr!"ton 
\rih-on·~ 

\\ instanlt:'y 

Tellers: Mr. Forde and ~1r. Kirw~n. 

:~1 r. J ppr1 
T~Hl'llf'S. G. n 

, B:-1 rnPs, "\Y. H. 
,. ]khhingtnn 
, Cattcrmull 

CoFtP11o 
f!r.lf'OTI 

Elphinstonc 
Flet<'her 

., fiTf'"ll 
" ,T(IIJ(>S 

., 1(.-.rr 

NoEs, 24. 

)fr. King 
T (\:=.t:m 
:'-f acQ'l'~'!!Or 
:vraxvi'cf1 
~f oorc 
Mol'!.!<lll 

Hobcrts .. T. H. 0. 
,.:'i•l"J:" 
:;:wayne 
TaY1or 
wn.lkrr 
\Ynrren 

Tellers: !fr. Costello and Mr. Kerr. 

R<'solvcd in the affirmative. 
Question-That clause 3 stand part of the 

Bill-put: and the Committee divided:­
This division was identical with that just 

recorded. 
Ro,o!vod in the affirmative. 

[8 p.m.] 
Clause 4-"!imcndmcnt of section 1.1;­

Qua/ijication of elcctoTS "-

:'VIr. MOOR!<; moYed the omi·.<ion, on line 
22. of the word "elector" with a view to 
the insertion of the ·word "oc,....:upier." 1'he,y 
alr·cadv hnd a definition of "ocru1)ier." :E-Iis 
contention was that, if a person p~id rates in 
a local authority area, he was entitled to 
haYe a voiec in the spending of those rates. 
The fad that a person was a Commonwealth 
Yotcr did not debar him from voting at a 
State election. In the same way, if a man 
had property in two areas. he was entitled to 
have a Yote in each of the two ar·eas. He 
did not think it could be contended that, 
becanso people were intor<c·-ted in certain 
questions, they should therefore have a vote 

ll1 r. ll1 a ore. J 
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in the mcnt of th. -o questions. Every 
per---on the \Yas int(~rested in 
the price of buttf·r but GoYornrncnt did 

-;t that- (~Y.._'ry ppr~on :;;hou1d havo 
c•lceting the directura of a C'o-opcra.­
factor~'. Thcv \Yere all int<=•rostcd 

of whct:1~r there should be a 
·wharves Dr nDt. but it 'vas not 

the Governn1ent that every 
have a vote in the ·wharf 

Union to sav \vhother there 
should be a stl·ike or not. '(Laughter.) 

FOR PUBLIC L.INDS: What 
effect if everyone had a vute '! 

Mr. ::1100RE : If evcrvone had a vote, 
there would be no strike.' 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LINDS : If every 
elector had a vote, it would have no effect o;, 
the union. 

.Mr. "!-· IOORR: Ap))lying that argument, 
wlnt >muld happen if lccul >tuthorities were 
1o :j!. the:- v ould not abide by the vote 
o£ the c-lc-, tnr.3? 

Th,~ ti,-.CRETARY FOR rum_,!(; LANDS: The 
authori~icc will not bo the 

nuthoritics. 

l~_::r. ~··/OOR:E: The IIornc SecretarY said 
that :hc- r·lau, ,_• \1TGu1c1 not n1ake any c11ange; 
another Government. mernbcr ~:a11:l 1 n::t 75 
pet r'L ·~t. cf thn pre~0nt 1.a0mbcr.:1 of lnca.l 
au~hoTi+i0s \Yould .tnothcr hon. lnenl-
hor on the other that thD whole 
lot \Y0ulJ out, so \Tidcnt1v th<:rc 
was a divcrsit· nf on H~o other 
si(k. did not tl.1nk .\\ ould be m~lch 
diff<>rrmcc in the smaller ; but in the 
bis:; \Yc·dern shir'~1 there 'Vou}d bn an abso­

·lu1· ~ bloc\ Lal:- -Jnr Yote, ~nd Loth thrrc and 
in citil ~-~ like Brisbane, there "\Vould be a big 
chnng'.· Ho did not think that th'c Ho'"'e 
Secrctarv realised what the clause rro.ant­
that lloc' people who found the money would 
h:tYC no -sny in the spcndi:1g of th.__,t morwy. 
The prinri~llt- of nJl Govcrnrncnt. was that 
tb~" m. an \Vho paicl taxps shou1d ha Ye somB 
sny in }""!O\V the moqcy wa.s spent. _The fact 
th:,t the Government proposed to gn·o every 
adult a vote '·honld not debar the pctyers 
of rat-::-c;-. from havinq a veto. 

ThP- l-IO)lE SECRETARY: ·Your umc-ndmont 
defeats ;Tour argument, becnuse you propose 
to give tho occupier a vote. 

1:Ir. ~~100R.E: The occupier pays rates. 

The Ho:~r~ SECRETARY : You say ho does 
not pay rates. 

Mr. MOORF:: ~.1omber,s of the Opposition 
did not say that. They were quite prepared 
to give tho occupier a vote. 'I'hc Horno 
Secrot:1rv would rcClOllect that when he f1rst 
booamO" 'Home Secretary a deputation waited 
on him and suggested that the occupier 
should have a vote, and the hon. gentleman's 
reply was that h" was not wedded to 'adult 
suffrage, and that he thought an occupier's 
vote wa,, a reasonable one, 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I must ask 
the hon. member to keep to the question 
bdore the C'·Jmmittco. 

~1r. !~~OORE: I-Ic vvas keeping to thP 
que ')tion. II~ vvas n1oYin g -the omission of 
the 'vord " elector" v;,rith a view to inserting 
thP word " occupier." 

'l'hc S~CRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The Rous<' 
hac alrcndv affirmed the principle of adult 
suffrage, · 

[Mr. Moore. 

Mr. l\100RE : The House rJfirnwd it by 
a majority vote, but that did not make it 
r.ibht. '!'he people out:side, by a rnajority of 
Yobs. :aid that thr"'y did not want it-(Hear, 
hc't~r ~)-and they had as lntwh right to pro­
t·'-~t again::it it then as nt any other tinH'-. 

rrh Sr. 2HETATIY FOR RAILV·l AYS : ..,-j_-,. 0U c :tnnot 
rcv(~:._._2 that pTinciple l:n Corumitteo. 

l\{r. : They "\Youlcl sec. They, at 
anT- r every rig.ht to pnt their point 
of \'icw, bcra.u.:;o they considered injLst.ico 
was being done. It was on! y a fair thing 
that a rr_:-tn ::hould have a \·ot-e v. her:- his 
rnonc5--¥ 1·, as bcinr:; fiiWnt) ftild if h0 paid !'ate-;; 
jn tl~]rtccn shire•· h0 should h:>v- a vote in 
thirtcPn r-~1in '- If they v.-ere goin~ to adopt 
the y:rinc~i11le in one cnse~ th0y ::hould adopt 
it in all ca.JC:>. P .... ncn-nnioni?t should have 
n. vo~~' ln a. uniDn, bcc::nl.St he ,~-as just as 
rnuch intcrc«tcd as the u;rionist. IIe did not 
think the Home Seerctarv could ddcnd it. 
He did not think anybody ·had e\·or defended 
it. The~ only thing that 1vas being put for­
ward ,, ns that it J, the policy of the Go­
\'Crnmcnt. Could it be said that thut \vu.s an 
argnn~cnt? It rnig.ht be rsaid that it IYrrs :-tn 
exeusf~. Health IYD.;3 said to be a rnat.ter 
of j;_ltCL'st to ever~ body. Vt'as not a. sanjtary 
1 triko ~-;ometh~ng that was going to a-ffect 
c ·;cQOIH ? Yet ,.;as the ordinary elector to 
have the right to Yote in tho sa,nitary 1nen's 
union? Of coun~e not. It 1vas all very \Yell 
to talk. 

1::Lr. )f100RE: They ·xcrr not ga!nt~ to talk. 
If they \V(> re allo•,vcd to tDJk, a :ad cxpre-,g 
their o\vn individunl views, they \Vould not 
he.Yc such legis!&tion as this. 

:r,Jr. COLLT:\S: Yours is a V·' rv large eh>,-~-
toratc. You need not worry. V 

Mr. MOORE: Sizo did not counL It was 
th0 people who lived in the area who counted. 
But he was not talking about tho area; he 
\Ya:1 talking a·hout thr~ principle of givjng 
cvcr;vbody a vot2. I'viiH, on p:tgc 169, 5aid-

" It is also im'portant that the a:;:'3embly 
v hich votu the t:txb. either genera,! or 
locrrl, should bo o'ectod exclusively by 
tho.•o who pay something towJ.rds the 
taxes imposed, and those who pay no 
t:txes dispoeing by their vote·, of other 
people's money have every motive to be 
lavish and none to econon1iso. . . . 
It amounts to allowing them to put their 
hards into other people's pockets for 
an'C· purpose which they think fit to call 
a public ono-which in some of the great 
to\vns in the United Sta t.es is known to 
havP produced a scale of local taxation 
onerouc beyond example-and whoily 
borne by the wealthier cla,c•,es." 

Ho would like to hear some definite argu­
ments from the IIomc Sccret.arv to account 
for or, at an:· rate. excuse the proposal. He 
could und•,Htand it if it proYidod that t,he 
occupier should have a vote, the man who 
had resided for twelve months. and intended 
to continue to reside there, but he crmld not 
understand why the ordinary elector who 
happened to bo passing throuc;h should have 
a vote. They had raihvay ca.mps nnd other 
"\\'orkers' camps in shires, and all thoso men 
\"ould got on the roll and ha vo just as big 
a veto as the men who used the land. If 
they were going to give them that vote, they 
f;hould have som·e po1ver of tuxation) as in 
Franc~, where the ordinary elector bought 
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stamps and became a taxpayer. The ordin· 
ar_'> DHUl not b,c abl: to put a mo~~M 
gnge 0~1 1nan ~ pl'OflL",rt~v. and \VULJ{ 
out of the area; and ho \vonld urgo tho 
I'r,nw Secrrtary nnt to go ,:,o Ltr as to give 
adult fr~lnchise th.ro~>.ghout tho -whole of 
QctcPn land. 

Th3 :tlo~11L SrcRE~ARY: \Yhy did you not 
defc::tt the prinr:ple on the set:oncl reading? 
~-.-ou hrv(~ <lffirrned it. 

0Jr. 
,.,-ere 
tr·,t 
ligl 

: Of ~ mrso they di,l. and they 
to affinn it still mor0. They hoped 

f-.('"l'J 

ry 1c11d SCE\11 11 little 
had g-ot into his 

n;ight realise~ th<:.t the l3illu, not fair to tbo r.ttepa:-ers of 
m d. 

I-JoK. v~:--. }I .. DAR.:.JES: I-:Te .'vas quite pre­
P~~1·cd to r:un11t that by cRXl,YJng the second 

the: h··cl aBlnncd principle, but 
"';;ere dealing in v-'-Hnitteo \Vjth 

't ·:i: -1 to of the 

in!3" c '·rb.in c~ ... ...:, cs 
load the­
and in 
irrc\~ fVH~ 
el{?ctors 

that 
rd 

. te 

for th:·:rJ to b(?.r. 
abl0. ~l ·'llDlC' th _.t 
l zJ ,.(J of di ru:+o1 
of money had .to. be 
I-Iorn:~ for ?ne m.onH nt suggest that 
.. Jnh'body out ,Hle "\Ybo h~1d no inh'res.t 
m the matter ehould be ea !led in to decide 
~·~he! her thrrt n10n(~y should be spent or not? 
lht='y _kllC"X perfect!,~ \\ell tha.t hen. member.s 
opposite had a lot of interests-landed and 
othenVlso-though sometimes th<>v wero told 
th.at the;· tvr·re only chan1pions 0£ the poor 
1.v1d~\vs, c~c .. n11d they vvould never con~ent 
to tnat bc:ng _done. The argun1ents put for~ 
''· ard b-- the Opposition had not been replied 
to, rrnd they could not be replied to because 
they had reason on their side, and' could it 
bo sUJlposed th~ t members on that .ide, repro­
se~tn;g ': maJonty of the peoplo, should 
quietly s1~ do1vn and sav thev \vere goino­
to allow thflt clause to p"ass? • • o 

The PREMIER : Do you say you represent 
the majority of tho people ? 

HoN. W. ,H. BARNES: The Premier 
knew that wnen the votes were counted on 
the Government side and on the Oppositinn 
s1de the former were 20,000 short, and yet 
the Government came along and had the 
audamty to suggest that extra burdenR 
should be laid .on. the people by those wh~ 
had no re>'ponsJbi!Jty whatever. Originaliy 
there was a limit, and the local authorit; 
could only r11te so ml!ch in the £1. but i't 
was proposed to remove that limit. vVas 
that another of the proposals to help the 
Government in their time of need? They 
knew the Government were seekin~ to 
skedaddle, out of Parliament as qnick']y as 
poss1ble, oecause, on the other sido, there 
were a lot of members who were discon­
tented •. and the:v did not like what was 
happemng outside_ \Vas it a fair thing 
that a proposal should be made to try and 
take from the Government the 1·esponsibility 
of findmg work for a number of people who 
wore _unemployed, and then providing in a 
B!ll hko the o!le under discmsion that certain 
people who ha·d no liability could so fix a 
rate as to be a burden on the communitv 
generally and which would relieve the 

Government of their difficulties? It was a 
most unfair proposal, and he hoped hon. 
m0mbcrs on the Oppc.-.ition side would fight 
ovcry vital clause. 

Mr. KIXG : The question of adult suf­
frage WJ.S of vital importance to tho pcop1e 
o£ Q.uconsland. and the a .Icndment ,ought 
to give a controlling influulCc to tho bona 
fido residents of Qu.censlan.d. It had been 
argned in support of adult suffrage t:1at 
such a franchis<? Pxi2ted in connection \vith 
the State and Federal Parlia:uents, but local 
goycrnrnt~nt was not at :dl analogous to 
Pithcr the State or lf\~deral Parlian1ent. 
Parliament was absolutely supreme. and had 

:-.)rts cf r0venue. Local govern1ncnt, on 
other hand, was absolutely limited in its 

povrPrs. It had no legislative functions, and 
its or ly :?·Jure:~ of revenue v;ras the money it 
made ont of tho nnimprovPd value of land. 
If they gave the irrcsponsibles a vote thc:v 
gc;vc to these persons the right to put a 
J•rdcrcntial mortgag-e on every bit of rateable 
land in Queensland. 'l';1ey 'lcew perfectly 
\Yell that. the rates ahvavs re1nainod as a 
charge on the land, and the person "\vho 
O\vncd th0 land was rc·:ponsible. -~Ien1bcrs 
on that. ido of the IIou~o desired to give 
the b0Ptl fide occupier a vato, as that ·was the 
nwn "ho had h put up with all the surround­
ing cliffi{ .1ltics and disabilities in connection 
-..vith drainugc a1.:.d roads, and they also knew 
that the Of'2Upier '' ~s li·ab~o for the rates 
if thoy were not paid. The u1a.n \vho lived 
in a boardjng-house h<td no rD'-'ponsibihty 
whatcvPr. He "\Vas ::t bird of pa~,.:mgc: as a 
rule, and "'.Ya.s hen~ to-day and. gone to-mor­
ro"\Y. The n1an they want0d to satisfv in 
lor:d government wO:s the person who made 
his pcrnutnent rP~idcnce in the area. 

.:VIr. P A YKE (Jiitrhcll) : The class of indi­
Yidual in the corrnnunity whoni tncmbcrs 
opposite said :;:houldj) not have a vote was 
more entitled to a vote in local authoritv 
matters than any men sitting on the opposite 
side of the House. What would be the 
pc-ition of Queensland to-day if it had not 
heen for those men who pl!t their swags on 
their backs and went out and opened up the 
countr.; ? Hon. members opposite said that 
unless a man owned property, or was rent­
ing a house, he shonld not be entitled to a 
vote. vV as a man staying in a boarding­
house not as groat an asset to the owner 
of property as the man paying rent for a 
house? What would be the value of property 
in the different ·districts of Queensland if 
it had not been for that class of men which 
hon. members opposite were pleased to call 
nomads? He did think that hon. members 
opposite had sufficient Australian fair play 
tn recognise that these people were the most 
deserving class in the comn1unity. It "\Vas 
those men who made it possible for the 
hon. member for Bulimba to open up his 
great business, and who made it possible for 
Brisbane to be what it was. Those men 
were just as keen in seeing that the place 
in which they lived was kept clean as were 
the owners of property. That class was the 
backbone of the community. and yet, in this 
twentieth century. the:v had a bo-dy of men 
on the Opposition benches who said that that 
class of man should not have a vote! 

According to the argument of 
[8.30 p.m.] hon. members opposite, he should 

not be a member of the House, 
because for twelve years of his life he was 
not settled down in a house. According to 
them, a man who was not renting a humpy 

Jlir. Pa.yne.] 
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on a 16-perch allotment was not entitled to 
a vote, although he was living there, and 
had to put up with all the conditions in 
the place. If there were not lodgers in a 
boarding-house the proprietor would not be 
able to run it. In fact, they would not 
have had any community ::et all had it not 
been for this cla,.s of men. If it had boon 
loft to the ordinary citizen to go out and 
explore the country and open it up. the 
blacks would have been here to-day. These 
men had travelled hundreds of miles and 
put up with hardship and inconvenience, 
and no\v, be( ,1usc the corn1nunity had been 
developed, hon. members opposite said they 
should not have a vote. He hoped the 
Government would give thorn a vote. It 
might as well be said that if the' e nomads 
should not have a vote in a local authority, 
thev should not h.cve a vote to return a 
member to Parliament. They should be 
given the rights which they had hitherto 
been dopri ved of. 

Mr .. SIVA'YNE: It was because they wore 
watchful over tlw interests of the doson-ing 
settlers in Qu<'ensland that they were sup­
porting· this amendment. The man who 
went out on the land and made a home for 
himself at the cost of a lifetime's work 
\vas tbc one who vvas d·::serving· of a 
vote, and it \Vas not a fair thing- to give 
that advantag-e to someone who had only 
been in the district th1·oe months. It must 
be remembered that the c,·oto wac not only 
for the election of aldermen. but to decide 
as to borrowing money and other things. 
The "Daily Standard," in a leading article, 
spoke about tlw lack of accommodation for 
the sporting public, and proposed that those 
grounds should be rnarlo good, not at the 
expense of the frequenters of them, but by 
thP municipal council out of rates. That 
was what thev had argued was likely to 
occur under mch a fr'anchise as this. He 
had a telegram from Mackay giving the 
result of a public meeting. which was held 
in the town hall, on this question. The 
telegram road-

" At meeting held town hall last nig11t 
following resolution carried by seventy 
votes to thr0o that this public m.eeting 
of represenhtive ratepayers emphatically 
nrotcsts aga.inst proposals contained in 
Loc:d Authorities Act attempt amend­
rn~n~ Bill which are totall:: opposed to 
sp1nt of democracy as non-ratepayers 
would have power to impose rates of 
locrrl authorities." 

He did not think that any other town in 
Queensla.nd had a larger proportion of thosG 
Fcsidin~ in it "\vho owned th0ir ovvn hontec; 
than the town of :Ma~kav. This tder-rarn 
repres0nl<>d tl1e opn11on of the most 
democraJic body of pronerty owners in the 
State. It was on ac0ount of snch proposals 
as this that the G0ve,rnmont "\V·l?re plat'0d in 
a minoritv on 9th Odoher last. This was the 
kind of thing which rlamaged them in the 
<"YCS of th0 vYorld. Ho had a nc\v~papc~r 
extrart {'Ontainlng a repcn·t of an intC?rYiPw 
with :Mr. Theodorc in London reoenrlv. 'I'he 
Premier was speaking of the need for settle­
ment. He said-

" The future depended on the develop­
ment of Queensland's resources. It was 
important to attrrtct poople and capital, 
and anv policv which prevcnt~d the flow 
of people and money to Australia, was 
a mistaken policy, which he would 
condemn." 

[Mr. Payne. 

The Premier wont on to point out the need of 
getting people on the land, and invited people 
to come from ovmseas to Queensland for that 
pn1~posc. That clause was more likely. to 
clotPr settlement and to prevent people gon1g 
on the land than anything else. \Vho was 
going to settle on the land in Queensland if 
their property \\:LS to be at the mercy of 
the thriftlc" and improyidcnt' lie know 
instance~ of farrncrs who had yotcd for the 
party opposite for years, and had now turned 
against them because of this policy. The 
maiu point was that the people of Queens­
land ha·cf emphatically turned do\Vl1 this 
policy en 9th Octo Lcr last. If the present 
GoYcrnn1eut had a.ny tinge of -den1ocracy 1n 
their composition they would refrain from 
forcing legislation that the people signified 
thr:v did not want

1 
and ·would so arrange 

the. okc~toratcs that tho,v could get a fair test 
of what the people really desired in those 
matters. 

Mr. FORDE submitted that no notice could 
be taken of the telegram r~ad by the hon. 
member for Mirani, bccau-o, although he 
(:\Ir. Forde) was not well known in Mackay. 
he thought, if ho went thero and advertised 
that a sp(cial meeting would be hold for tho 
nnrpo3P of ronsldf;ring 'vhat fonn of fran~ 
~hisP would be adopted for rnuniciprtl elec­
tions, he "·ould got a ten times larg<'r meeting 
than the ono referred to in the telegram; 
and ho considered that the hon. member 
for Macka'· would have no difficulty in 
getting pr.obably 1,000 or more people 
to attend a moPting to discuss such an 
i>nportant question. and if the whole of 
the people of Mackay had a vote on the 
question he felt sure they would carry the 
adult franchise by an overwhelming majority. 
'The meeting hPid the previous night a.t 
Mackay no doubt was rigged for the purpose 
probably of trying to deceive members of 
tlw House. 

The people of Rockhampton were looking 
forward to the time when everv man and 
woman would have the same ~av in the 
rnnnieipal elections as they had in 'the Stqte 
and the Federal elections. If the whole 
of the people of Queensland 'Yero trusted 
to elect men to serve thorn in t1:te more 
important spheres of the State and Federal 
Legislatures-where they had great and far­
reaching powers-surely they could be trusted 
to elect representatives to sit on the local 
governing bodies ! 

A lot had been ,·aid a bout g-1vm~ an 
occupier a vote. They knew tlmt if an 
occupier had his name on the roll only one 
\'otc could be recorded from that house. 
all hough probably six or eight adults resided 
in it. He considered every person over 
twenty-one years of age in that house should 
he al1le to exercise the franchise at the 
municipal elections. Further, in man~v houses 
the man. who usually got his nam0 on the 
roll ~s the occupier. had a ,-ot~ while the 
\Von1an~who \vas cxpPct.ed to bring up and 
educate children for the development of the 
State-was denied the franchise. He con­
tended that the women of Queensland should 
have the same right with regard to municipal 
elections as men and women had in the State 
and Federal elections. The people who did 
not own property, who did not have palatial 
residences, were referred to by hon. members 
opposite ,as irrcsponsiblcs. nomads, and 
loaJers. He was going to defend those people, 
because he believe.d that the amount of pro­
perty a man owned or the palatial residence 
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in which he resided was no criterion as to his 
worth to the communitv. He considered 
those people were more. deserving of the 
franchise, in many cases, than '''Ore hon. 
members opposite who owned property but 
who would be parties to profiteering, and 
would rob those people for whom the Go­
vernment were putting up a fight to-day. 
Another thing was that, owing to the lack­
adaisical method of their local governing 
bodi<"•, the health of the people was not 
crcrc-d for in the wa, in which it should be. 
In Rockhampton the-re were -drains that were 
not looked a Iter by the city council, because 
on that council they had many representatives 
who were afraid to make anv move which 
would be prejudicial to the mo~eyed interests 
and the property-owners. \Vhen they elected 
the representatives of democracy who would 
not be tied by money and property, and 
whose only consideration would be the wel­
fare of the people, they would have all these 
filthy spots wiped out of the municipal areas, 
they would have a more advanced municipal 
council, a more healthy and virile people, 
and the people of Queensland would have 
reason to feel deeply grateiul to this Govern­
ment for th<J great service they had rendered 
to Queensland. 

Mr. TAYLOR: It was rather amusing to 
lwar some hon. momhf,rs on the other side 
talking about the privileges and rights of 
ra tcpayers to be the only people \vho exer­
cised tho franchise. Every membf\r on the 
other side was selected as a candidate for 
Parliament by men who were financial in 
their organi~ations. The man \vho \vas not 
financial had no vote in the selection of ·a 
single candidate. Yet they got up in this 
Chaml>Pr "'nd decried the right of people 
., ho had the money to Pxcrcise the franchise. 
That showc d the humbug and hypocrisy of 
it all. They lost sight of the fact that 
c•vcry one of those individuals had the right 
to 1?1cct rO]lrC'~PnhJtivf':o: to Parliament, and 
thos"• rcnre:scntativr"":, framed the Act 'vhich 
directed 'tlw activities of the local authontie··. 
"Jo one had stated that those men had not 
rights, that they~ y.,;crc •vorthlcs;;; characters, 
and had not helped to build up the State. 
ThPrr- \Va~ no neC'PS"\it~~- for a great ntunber 
of n;rn to C'arr.\ their swags throughout 
Oncensland. Th('rc ''vorc opporb1nitie~ for 
tlF•m to do lwttcr than that. but, unfortu­
natcl0·. they did not embrace them. To my 
thtlt lwcan~P men ha:d exercised a certain 
amount of thrift, and had g-ot a little homo, 
tht.v Fhonld not haYe ce1·tain pri,~ilf'ges was 
a slander and a libPl on ihose indiYidu:"ls 
who had managed to do that. It was to 
their crodit that tlwv had bPon able to marrv 
nnrl rais0 famili0;:;, ~~·hich \Yero 1va.ntcd. Tho~ 
<1id Pc·t \\"<lllt singl0 ITH.>n \\·andering ahou"t 
the f'onntrv. "\vho i!id not r:.1arr\· and raise 
far;·li]i(';, ,T1lc.v heard a lot ahnnt plural 
,-ohng-, If thev took t" o indi.-i<luals who 
0','\"nc·d t\:ro orv thn't alJotnlcnts of equal 
Ydno. the•· would find that in onc homC\ 
th--rp would bo six or eig-ht \Otcs, and in the 
cthur nnlv bvo. If that \VHR not a svstr~m 
of plural ·;oting, he wonld like to know 
wh::tt \VaR-. To f-'~tv th tt locn] authorities 
1Hi<1 failed in their. dntie~ in the past, and 
thHt rlrmncrac;.,. \Yas rrolng t.o ClHP all the 
i!!. to 1vhjch t110 nub lie 1:n•r0 subject. ·was 
eo much humhuv. He hoywd the amendment 
would be ea rried. 

Mr. COLLI:"JS: He had been lookinrr for­
w:otrd to this mea.sur'J of reform, bcca.,_;;e he 
rC<a!isod the g-re·at powers whieh could be 
0xcrcised by the local authorities. He was 

surprised that any member of the Country 
party should be opposed to this proposal. It 
was as well to know the power the local 
authorities had, so that they could get a 

grasp of what this particular 
[9 p.m.] franchise really meant. 'The 

whole of the powers under the 
Local Govn·nu1e11t .1\ct had seldom hccn 
availcd of by any local .1.ui'hority. Section 62 
of the Local ~\uthorities Act of 1902 
provides-

" The local authority may, from tim<J 
to ti n1e, take, purchase, erect, rent, con­
tract for tlv ... use of, or otherwise proYide, 
either within the area or, subject to this 
Act, at a reasonable distance therefrom, 
land and buildings to be used for or in 
connection with !lquoducts, baths, bore 3, 

brjdges, canals. celnotcrios, orematories, 
dams, olectrica] works: experimental 
farms, fcuies. fire stations, flood gates 
atJd flood warnings, fords, gas \vorks, 
gravel and sand pits, gymnasiums, works 
for consenation of hydraulic and other 
pO\\'Cr, jetties, landing places, libraries, 
lor·ks, tn a rkets, n1uscntns, offices, omnibus 
scrYiccs, parks, appliances for the 
dC'struet.i8n or prc-'Ycntion of pests, pounds. 
public 1noctings, pulJlic music, pun1ps, 
quays, quarric.~, rcercation grounds, 
r(•servuirs. roads. nrbbish depots, sewage 
farms, dispm d "-o,·ks and depots, Fcptic 
tanks, slaugbter-honscs, s-ewers! viaducts, 
'Yashhou',es. \Yatercourscs. \vatPrworks, 
1vharvt -;, w0ighir:g nulChines, weirs, wells, 
or othe l~ pu Llic p1u·posc"," 

and so m1. Yet. hon. members opposite 
\YPre trying to belittle loral govern1nent. 
Just as f!l'C-at n:forn1;, could be ealTied out 
bv local uuthorities a' bv the Strtb Govern­
nlont if the•\· e~JdC1Your0d to carrv out the 
v orb he hr<d enumerated; and yet' they he.d 
IlH'nlbers likr· th: hon. Jr1<~1nbcr for }firani 
opposing the rof~nn l1l'oposcd by the clauso 
under disr,us:.ion. .i\111 on{· \Yould think that 
hon. n1Cn1lwr was li\'i:!g in the dark ages. 
TIP v.as awarP that, if the hon. mnrnbor had 
his way, l'\orth Qnceusland >'-mld be popu­
lated bv th·.• dark races. and there woul-d 
be no n'ced for that Jneasllre. bccftLUo·-' he did 
not suppo"' tlw hon. member would be 
vvilling to give the dnrk mf~n a Yoie. 

'l'hc CHAIRMA"J : Order ! Order ! 

:VIr. COLLI::'-JS: The Bill v. as ono of th" 
n1casures that h~, was glnci to h<tYC liYcd 
to see upon the ftatutc-bcqlc \\-hat were 
hon. rne>:nhcrs opposit{; afraid of'? Be could 
not understand hcnv thirt""~, -four of them ever 
g-ot into that Chembcr ;n the broad fran­
~his-c. If the-. were' not afraid of the broad 
franchise in 'Connection \Yith pa.rlia1nentary 
df:: tious. whv fihould th~~v he afr81d of it 
1 u connc•ction. \vith local ~llthoritie~ ·: \Yhat 

behind the amendrncnt? \·,:'hen tbe 
wen and siJJgk wonwn left their gold­

owing to 'd,•pt'<'ssinn. ]mn1f'rliat(•ly there 
,_-a. a r1< cline in land .-alnc', and, if all the 
.ino·lo n10n and single vvon1cn \Ycro to 1caye 
thc

0 

cl-r'doratcs of Carnaryon and 11urrnmba. 
im;nediatelv l'l1"re would ho a fall in land 
va lnc~ in 'ihosP ~lcctonJtcs. Bec'l use their 
forefnthPrs r.·fus{'d tD giv" the whole of the 
people a vote in COYinoction with local autho~ 
ri tics, \Vas there t,o be no progress at all? 
This wn'l a nrof{ressivo n1easnrc, .and he vvas 
'nrprie- ·-cl at any hon. mc:nbcr opposing 
it. Reference had been made to the man 
who carried his swag being put on an equal 
footing with the man who owned property. 
Vvore hon. members prep;<red to refuse the 
vote to the man who carried his swag for 

Mr. Collins.] 
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th{) return of a n1en1bcr of Parliament? IIe 
was inc·lined to think the!'e were a lot of 
inisguid_,d ILcn, \Vho owned no property, 
who had voted for tho hon. member for Port 
Curtis n.ud many other hon. ll1Clnbers on 
thnt side. The hon. member \muld not Le 
prepared to go to his cloctornt H.nd tell 
those 1nen that, bccanse thl v did not o,,.,.-n 
property, they should not h':.YC a Yote 
returu a 1n~mlwr to the ...._1\_ssf.:Inblv. He \Va~ 
surpri~ed at the hon. n1etnbor fo/ \VinJsor­
.a rnan with a 1'rido knov.'lcdge of thinrrs and 
a l>idu reading, \\·ho lme>Y full well th;l the 
great t rrcher' of tha world, c·-!.>cciallv a 
grca t roligi ous teacher of the world, o,;ncd 
no lH'OIJGrty. \Yould the hon. n1en1ber say 
that suc:1 n1cn should not be allowed to voh~ 
for ~orno }-lr. BurnbL·foot as a n1cmber of a 
local authority'? The Country party claimed 
to reprt .:cnt the ~ountry, though they onl:v 
repre~';ntt-d vcr~, srnall roriion of it. Ho\\ 
n1any of local authorities in the-• olcc-
tontes o£ those hon. uwmLcrs had carried 
out any of the long list of works he had 
quut<Od? Hov, Lmnv of them had estaLlished 
experiinc__ntal farLls~·r T'he rst.~JJl:shJnC>nt of 
snch farms bv local authorjties would be one 
111eans of deUling \vith the unc1r1ploycd pro­
bk!l1 thn~ lTIPn1bcrs . of the Country party 
¥Vt~r'"' co:nt1nua1ly tallnug aUout. Considering 
that thn rcbtrict(- J. franchise~ in connection 
with local autho1·itic 0 had existed for genera­
tions, what progrc'5 had been made b,, those 
local autho1·ities? Take the city of Bris­
bane! Ho'.\ much better would it have 
born if, instead of handing o-rer the right 
to run tran1s to a pri \·at' thcv 
flad underb-tken tho work ? I'f 
ther-e wa,, any city- in the C:::n.mnonwealth 
where then~ \Vas a good ground,York for 
broadening the franchi"e, it wa•; the city of 
Brisbane. Here thev had a cih· wit'h a 
population of 200.000, ~ '"' ith a saniklrv <::Jtcrn 
similar eo what th y four:>d ill the" cci'untry 
district;;;. 1-Ie did not want to boast aboUt 
it. bu~ the satJitary arrangenu:nts in his own 
district \Vere a long- ·way ahcu.d of those in 
the part of BrisbnnG ~n which he liYcd. 
(~pposition laugh~cr.). IIon. n1Pn1b0rs oy)pO­
Slte \Vore not spcalong on behalf o£ tho 
countr>'. Goycrnrnent n1crnbers were off-+. r­
ing nO opposition to the broad franchise; 
they rcpresentrd tb-:J country parts of Qu('ens­
land. The opposition was co1ning from a 
few ('ity and to,vn representativc::3 and per­
~:ns ¥Yho rcpr{·Sentcd vt~r~v s1na1J electorates, 
like rhr~ hon. Inetnbcr for Drayton, who 
represented 525 square miles. 

Mr. l\1AXWELL: You do not represent square 
milC's, ""CU repre;:;cnt hun1a.nity. 

Mr. COLLINS: What did humanity 
mcfln? Dill it not n1ean n1en and \Yomen? 
If lt did. he cbiilH:d the hon. n1cmber'~ 'otP 
for the broad franchise, on the ground that 
1t was hmnanit: that should be represented 
by local authorities. Did those great 
teacher', to whom they owed so much, worry 
about corner allotments or other property? 
They v. erP. none the less. great teachers. 
Ideas. not property, counted. The man who 
lllYentt~d a cr0an1 separator n1ay have o\vned 
no propcl'i:y, but he conferred a great benefit 
on humanity. and saved millions of hours 
of toil. W~uld anyone say that because a 
man owned no propGrtc· he should not be 
able to occup" the position of mayor of Bris­
bane, and help to solve some of the problems 
facing :nankind at ~he present time? They 
hvecl 111 a changmg world. It had to 
move on and on, and this was one of the 

[.Mr. C ollins. 

mcth{)ds by y,"hich it would 1nove on. So 
hon. members need not be afraid of the 
measure. One never need be afraid of the 
common sense of the people. They talked 
aLout irrcsponsiLlcs. He, himself, at one 
tiL::1e. w~ts classed as an irresponsible, and a 
g'ood many other reformers also, but they 
no\'/ held rc'5ponsible positions, and sat on 
the front Treasury benches, and just .as they 
were fit to guide the destinies of thrs great 
State, so people outside who owned no pro· 
pel'h ''"''" fit to g-uide the destinies of muni· 
c i pal or shire councils, or any other local 
authoritie,. He had not yet seen great 
wisdom dis11la~·ed by local authorities. When 
on~ went from town to town, and city to 
citv, he was astounded at how backward they 
we~·e. Thev needed to get a move on. There 
were more' power, in the Local Authoriti~s 
Acts than powers to make a road, or hp 
a load of stones in front of an alderman'• 
door. They needed to do more things than 
tha,t. and they could onlv be done by 
Lroadercing the franchise. He hoped there 
would be no division. Let them be unani­
n"ons for once. Let them say tha,t they 
Lclie,·cd, as the hon. member for Toowong 
said. in humanity. 

,\t fi.\'(' n1inutc .a.ftor 9 o'clock p.m., 

1-Ir. Pou.ocK. orH' cf the Te-n1;;orar.Y Ch"~1r­
rncn. rdi0ved the> Ch::1irmnn in the chair. 

Mr. l\IAXWELL (Toou.·o11o): Some of the 
snccches thrv h<cd heard were a revelation. 
r'r had been' a rcYela tion to him to hear the 
abu-.:c t had l--ern hurl0d r<t 1<<·al :n1th( rit~v 
1ncn hon. nH'lnbrr·, on thP ot}F'l' side 
\YhD kll"V' ;.1othing nhont 1- 1 ~t~ rnnttcr-\Y"to 
criticised th(' work that had Leen done by a 
body of honourable men, wh6, for the 
intcrPst of their O\Yn ritic1:1, of their country, 
,,ml their communities. had given their time 
and rnonc:v, purcl:v for humanity, irrespective 
of what any member on the other side might 
sav. (Hear, hcrrr !) Tho hon. member for 
Bow0n had said that no 1visdom had boen 
displayed amongst. local authoritiPs. Then, 
what idea could the Homo Secretary havo 
had in c"lling in tlw local authorities to 
combo t the infir,enza epidemic. after the 
Government of the dc'V had tri0d and were 
dcfn"tcd? (Ecar. hea~· !) 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC17LTL'RE : They 
\VCT(~ not. 

;\{r. MAXWELL: The hon. member knew 
they '\Vero. The:,~ thre'v up the sponge, and 
turned to tlw local 'authorities, and practi­
c,J!Jy said, "\Vo cannot control this scourge. 
F~r~ God's sake. you locnl authority men, 
tak0 bold of it ~" Ho knew the time the 
local a uthoritv men spent in connection with 
it, and they did it, not for areas, for square 
milr1 s, for ctingocs or kangarooR. but for 
humanitv. It was al1 verv well to talk 
a bout the !0aders of religion in early days 
who rnvned no property. Let men who 
hiked of such thing-s ·be consistent. and toke 
the whole of the advice given to them. One 
of the exhortations of Christianitv was to 
liYo peacefully with all men, and if your 
neighbour struck vnn on the rivht cheek. to 
turn to him the left. It was all very well 
to talk part of the doctrine, let them ha vc 
it all. 

The HOsiE SECRETARY: Why not wait till 
Sunday? 

Mr. MAXWELL: He was giving it to 
them because the hon. member for Bowen 
wanted to usurp the whole function of 
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preaching christian 12thics, 1vhereas he main. 
tainccl that on thn Opposition side there 
were just ae many men who believed in the 
dn·istian ideal as on the other sick. They 
had been told that they were f1ghting one of 
tho ririnciples in the measure. He was not 
going to deny it, :and, with the leader of the 
:'\atioua! party, hoped they would fi;rht every 
clau"' that they thought was an inJustice to 
the people of the State. It was not only the 
big man-the Cllpitalist-who owned property, 
but also the middle-class man and the worker, 
who had his property in his building society. 
It wa,; tho occupier of the house and the 
land \\·ho was ,, 01·thy of consideration. The 
opportunity for the franchise being 
broadened r:as givon to reprec:entatives who 
came to Yotc in the Parliament of the St><te, 
and what did they do? They took a man's 
property, and s:tid, " \Ve are going to hold 
your prope-rty as security against mortgages 
and o,~f'rdr"tfts., and against loans.'' They 
did not \Vant property for representation, 
but when tlwy went to tho brmkor, what did 
the bankcr-;;ay? If they asked for a loan of 
£5.000, not as agrrinst rates. but as against 
indiYidmLls, the bankN w~uld say, "You 
rnust le~ n1e see your secuntv." 

:Mr. vYr:-rSTAXLEY: He would say, "\-Vhat 
aro your rates?" 

J\lr. ~1AXWELL: He would open the safe, 
nnd saTT th{~ same a::) an eminent financier in 
London ~aid·-"Gentlomrrn, con1e in here· thi~ 
is where I keep my '-ocurities." Ther~ had 
been a great amount of mud-sllnging at 
local authority men throughout the debate. 
but they wore a body elf men who had 
deyote,d years to the work, and there had 
not been a Home Secretary at anv one> of 
the conferences that had been hold 'for some 
years pa-t who had not stood un and said 
local authority men had done a ·groat work 
and a noble work for the advancement of 
this State. And what did they got? They 
h~d 1on. members on thr~ other side telling 
tl en1 that the sanitary svstem in Brisbane 
was a disgrace. That' was not the fault of 
th~ B1·isbane local authorities. Tho Govern­
mcmt had ere a ted already tho :Y[etropolitan 
\Vater and S'owerage Bo-ard. and they had 
introduced in the Metropolitan \Vater and 
Sewerage Board a system which would take 
some time to get into operation-the day 
labour system-and God knows when they 
wero going to finish their work. 

The Emu: SECRETARY: Do you say that is 
the roal trouble? 

!\1r. MAX\VELL: It was part of the 
trouble; and he would quote Mr. Smales, 
from New South \V ales, who was brought 
up here and gave a. rc!Jorl p.s to the work 
a: the board in certain matters and he 
pointr'<l out that the system \Yas 'bad, and 
yet they p0n:ist2d iu it. 

The HOME SECRETARY: vVhat system? 

Mr. MAXWELL: The day !abouT system. 
The HociE SEcRETARY: Ho pointed out that 

the direction was bad. 

Mr. :'dAXWELL: It was all very well for 
the hon. gentleman to blame a section of 
the local autl10rities in connection with the 
sanitary system. It was not Brisbane, South 
Brisban0, Toowong, or any of tho other local 
authorities that were to blame. Members 
opposite spoke in a ]o1Jd voice about the 
democracy which they represented. It was 
a wonderful thing to him that members on 
the Opposition side of the House had il 
20,000 majority over the other side if mem-

hers on the other side represented the people. 
If it wore the caso that they did repregent 
the pooplo, ho would draw their attention 
to the fact that associated with local 
authority work were men who held Labour 
yiews; and, in his experience. the que~tion 
of politics noyer entered into tho matter. 
Those men "~.Vc1·0 'vorking shoulder to shoulde~ 
\1:it~1 others v;ho hold different views in civic 
Hfe. The other night a jnceting vvas held. 
He, as maym of Brisbane, happened to call 
that meNing-, and he would tell hon. mem­
bers that certain resolutions were carried 
unanimously at that meeting, and one reso­
iution was " Absolute opposition to adult 
franchise in n1unicipal government." 

Mr. CoLLI:-lS: How many attended the 
meeting? 

Mr. MAXIVELL: Twenty local authorities. 
Ivlr. FoRDE: How many representatives? 
Mr. MAXWELL: Before the debate was 

finished he would endeavour to get the 
information, but he wol}ld say that Brisbane, 
South Brisbane, Too\vong, Ip~·wich, Hn:rnilM 
ton, Stephens, \Vindsor, Sandgate, Kedron, 
Sherwood, 'l'ari_n.ga, Yeerongpilly. 'l'oombul, 
\Vynnum, Moggll, Maroochy, Ithaca, and 
Coorparoo and others -,vere represented. If 
lt was good enough for those m.en to come 
the distance th0y did to discourse upon 
subject-, such RS they wero discusPing-subjocts 
of such vital i 1nportance-surely tho House 
should !ict0n to what those local authority 
rqn'P:1"!JtatiYE'S had to say. 

]Jr. FoRDE having repeatedly interjected, 
The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 

I hope tho hon. member for Rockhampton 
will obey my call to ordf'r. 

Mr. FoRDE: I will, Mr. Pollock; but I 
canno.t stand the hon. member telling lies. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL rose to a point of 
order. 'rho hon. member for Rockhampton 
said the hon. member for Toowong was 
tolling lies. He asked that th" hon. member 
be compelled to withdraw. 

'l'hc TEMPORARY CHAIRMA::\': The 
hon. member nlU5t \vithclr<.nv. 

Mr. li'ORDE: The hon. member is a pre­
varicator of the truth. Prooably I was not 
in order in saying he told lies. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Do I 
understand the hon member to withdrilw 7 

Mr. li'oRDE: As it is unparliamentary, I 
withdraw. 

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. member knew 
full well that the statements he was making­
were absolute>ly true. \Yas it untrue that 
Mr. J amcs Page rose to one of the hig-hest 
nositions a rn3_n could have? It was not 
~ntrue that Mr. Androw Fisher rosCJ to tho 
hig-hest position any man could reach, and 
he said ail honour to those men. The late 
Hon. Andrew Da;yson and the late Hon. T. 
.T B;-rnes all rose from the people. And 
tho Hon. \Villiarn Hughes aho rose to a 
yery hig-h position, and the opportunity was 
given to him. 

Mr. FoRDE: Thanks to the waterside 
workers of vYost Sydney. 

Mr. MAXWELL : The least the hon. mem­
ber cays about \Vest Sydney the better. 

Mr. li'oRDE: Why? 
Mr. MAXWELL: If the hon. member 

wanted to know he would tell him. One 
hon. gentleman--

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order! 
Order! 

~Mr. Maxwell.] 



520 Local A uthoriiies [ASSE:.\1BL Y.] Acts Amendment Bill. 

Mr. MAXWELL: He had submitted the 
name-; of local authorities represented at the 
rnecting the other night, which vassed a 
unanirnous resolution, and the arrl·end1ncnt 
yHopc,cd '' ts a ycry fair one, and one that 
shonld receive the consideration that it 
deocrved. "Property " \Vas a word that had 
been hurled at hon. members on that side 
of the House, Rnd he wanted to emphasise 
the fact that if it were not for property 
the local authorities could not get their 
loans, they could not get their overdrafts, 
and could not c.arrv on th0jr local govcrn­
n1ent work. ..A.ny n1an who had an ambition 

to own a little home "as a good 
[9.30 p.n1.] asset to thu State. (Hear, hear 1) 

The electors of Toowong had sent 
him into Parliament to represent them, and 
he v.onld do all lw llossihly could to prev<ent 
such an unjust n1easurc as this fron1 l]cing 
placed on the statute-hook. 

0PPOSJTIOX '\[E:\!BEilS: Hear, hear! 

The HO::Y1E SECJ:tETARY: l-Ie thought 
that about sixty speakers had now addressed 
themseh cs to the question of adult frttn­
chise; evPrything thctt could be said either 
for or agai n8t it had bt:)en said, and it was 
onl)l fair that they should now do some 
businf'<;S. (F[car, hear!) Tho ::-arne SL.Pechr•,, 
had been made ag<tin and again-on the 
leaye to introdure the Bill in Cnnunittco, 
again on the second r·eadin~r, and uow on 
this clause of the Bill. lie ap;1ealr:d to hon. 
Jl1('lllbers, ha-..ing registered their objection 
to the princlp](~, to take a Yot-. on the 
rnaHer. I-Ic did not rer~1cn111cr a Bill sirce 
lu~ had been in the T1ouse fJil \\hic~1 tbcn" 
had bc·~n so many speeches on th.~ 5{'-contl 
reading. 

~le. l'viAX\VELL: It is ye-ry importtnt. 

The HOME SECRETAt\Y: 1t ""' Ye:·v 
import<mt, but saying the same thing over and 

again did not nwke it moro important. 
hon. rncrnbcr frJr 1>, iu~1·oduced 

t}J(~ '~unstion of local ilUthori1 or.po·-in~ 
the Dill. Of c-mrse, the local authorities 
'''oHld uppo-:Q it, b"ecause pcopJe elected 
under a limited frnD:-·hi:-.·; \roulJ nnturally 
oppose th--. extension of t hP fr'UH'b i ':') a~ it 
rr1ight jeopardise their position on a local 
anthoritv. but it was no argument against 
the prii.cipl<e. Either the principle wos right 
and sound or it ·was \\TOng. rfhe argurn,cnt 
th et lor·al authorities all oyer Queensland 
objected to it, dirl not prove anything. It 
"as trH'rely a statement that privileged 
imliYiduals clcded undPr a priYilcgerl fran­
chise ohjcctrd to the extension of that 
frand1i•w. The hon. n1e1nber for Too\,ong 
arg-1wd that the local anthoritics had done 
g·ond 'w1rk. Xo one had said othc;rwisc. The 
question nt i~'<lH-' \Vas \Yhnthcr it \',a" right 
to extend the franchise or not. He thought 
thnt t'\<_·rythinp; that COl!1d 1-r· •aid against 
the e!ansc had been f.;aicl, and that they 
.should l10\V corne to a dcei"ion. 

HoN. ,J. C. A PPEL : He proposed to .slip­
port tlw an:rnclmcnt. He had lwcn a lc,nd· 
lord. and had a!·., ttys g-iven !hP ioca! authority 
Yote to the>sC' \Vhn Of'Cupied his pre1niflcs. 
Hon. nwmhcro oppositn had talked about 
the man with a swa<r on his b·.ck. who had 
blazed the trail and developed the State, 
but he bad been to a certain extent a 
parasite on the State. 

The SECRETAHY FOR AGRICLLTUHE : That is 
scandalous. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The Minister, more 
than anyone, knew thu.t that was a fact, 

[i}fr. 111 arwell. 

bee a use those men simply followed other 
men who, by their enterprise and capital, 
opened up the countr>·. They had followed 
thorn from Btrttion to station, where they 
knew they could get rations and something 
to do. Hon. members opposite wore simply 
puppet,, selected by caucus and the little 
junta which sat as the executive of the Aus­
tralian ·workers' Union, and who must obry 
tho Australian ·workers' Union. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I trust 
the hon. member will speak to t.he question. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Those men who had 
carried their s\vag on their backs \Verc 
simply loafers, g·oing from station to station 
cadging provisions. They were not the men 
who had mndc the State. 

Mr. DRENXAN interjected. 

HoN. J. G. Al'PEL: The hon. member who 
interjected is the "boss" cadger. 

Yfr. DHEJ\'NAX: Mr. Chairman, I would 
ask if the hon. member for Albert is in order 
in using such a.n expression. 

The TEMPOR_\RY CHAIRMAN: I point 
out to the hon. member for Alhcrt that he 
is not in order in referring to the hon. 
Inember for rroovi.-oomba as the "boss 
cadger," and I would ask him to withdraw. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Ho would withdraw 
th" remark. He admitted it \\'as onlv a 
reasonable proposition that every meiT;_ber 
of the community who was an occupier should 
haYe 1t vote. It as onlv fair that those 
\Y.ho \\'Cr.c intcrc~Stcd in a.ri'y local authority 
as occup10r5 should have a vote, because the 
taxation of thnt local authority, more Ol' 

less, fell upon them. 

It \Hls an unfortunate thing, in the affairs 
of our Australian dcn1ocrucy, that a certain 
section of the community who wer<' c'.cttc'd 
as rq)r•_scntatives-supposcdl: -of the people, 
\n~re under the control of a power which vvas 
uot controlled by the people. Unless hon. 
members opposite were prepared practically 
to ens la vo themselves, they could not enter 
that House, and it was a greater 1nisfortuno 
that. owing to the conditions which existed 
to-day, they were enabled to impose upon the 
ratepayprs n. proposition such as was con­
tained in tho Bill. The hon. member for 
Hockhampton spoke about dirty drains and 
insanitation which exiEh~d under the prc~ent 
systern of rcprr sentation. Ho could tell that 
hon. rnf'rnber the m,on who \vcrc most inFani­
tar•· '\'Cl'<' those they proposed to enfranchise. 
U ndr'r the Shearers and Sugar vYorkers' 
~\ccorn1nodation Act it 'vas required of 
'I ahon-ownrr"• that thev should er~ct build­
ing;; superior to those ,;·hich they thomsolve~ 
OCC'lll1icd. 

Mr. J(IIlV'AN: Nothing of the kind. 

Ho::-< . .T. G. APPEL: What did the hon . 
gentlemnn know about it? He never was 
in. the \Y est. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
1 ask th0 hon. gentlcn1an, for the ]a,,t tin1e, 
to c nmect his remarks with the amendment. 

IloN. ,J. G. APPEL: I-Ion. members know 
ns ,,-ell. "' he did, that those men abused 
the accommdation Then hon, members 
opposite got up, a;1d for political purposes, 
spoke a bout local authorities not having 
provided sufficient sanitary acco1n1nodation. 
As soon as settlements ceased to exist, where 
were those men? Hon. members on the 
other side said labour was the only thing 



Local Authorities [6 DECEMBER.) Acts Amendment Bill. 521 

which developed the State. But when capital 
left any section of the State, labour immedi­
ately drifted elsewhere. If hon. members 
opposite were not under the control of that 
little junta which exercised a greater control 
over them, and unfortunately over the workers 
of Queensland, than ever was exercised by 
Czardom, or the infamous council of ten, 
and if they expresse·d their honest opinions, 
thev would vote for this proposition which 
asked that the occupie1'S of premises in a 
local authority should exercise the franchise. 
Not one member sitting on hi~ side of the 
House was opposc>d to that proposition, 
because more or less those people contributed 
to the funds of the particular local authority. 
But to say that the parasite of the community 
-the criminal scum of Queensland-wero to 
exercise a controlling influence in the election 
of representatives to local authorities was 
absolutely opposed to democracy and to the 
s0ttlement and development of this fair 
State. It \Yas useless appealing to hon. 
members on the Caucus side of the Chamber, 
as thev had their commands and thev must 
obey those commands. " 

Mr. BREJ\"l\"A:N (Toowoomba): If any 
rea,on was needed why the clause should be 
passed in its present form, it was to be 
found in the attack made bv the hon. mem­
ber for Albert on 8 unfortur!ate people who 

were not able to protect them­
[10 p.m.J st-ln,., otherwise than through 

their representatives in that 
Cha!llber. If th<O hon. member's remarks 
were made to those people outside, they 
would be highly indignant. The hon. mem­
ber had referred to thc1n a·-j "non1ads," 
"wasir'rs," "criminal scun1/' ''parasites," 
"-crawlers"~-

Hon. J. G. APPEL: I did not say crawlers. 
You are a rrawler. 

The TEMPORARY CI-IAIRI\fA=": Order! 
I would ask the hon. n1{'ll1bC'l' to "'ithdraw 
that cxvression. 

I-lon. J. U. APPEL: If the hon. ~nmnbcr 
would ,-,ithdra•-i the statement that he (Mr. 
Appc'!) l'Cf rred to nu;rnlJers of the CO!n­

rnunit\· a~ "~-ra"\dcrs" h. \\ ouid \vjthdr :,w 
what .. e.aid. HP had not u,,cJ the 

"c1:a \vler~." 

J\lr. BRE:\?\~'\='i: He \Youkl \Yithdrc,Y, tho 
statement, l111t the hon. member called them 
·• crirninal scu1n,'' which vvas wor<'. He 
rdso saicl those people \Ycre not entitled 
to a Yote theY F{'re the n1ost insani~ 
tcuT pol'tion of the~ population. It was tho 
duty of n1et11ber of thr Oppo·,..ition who 
did~ not tho~c sPntirncnts to rlsc and 
protest. It wa . ..: a di~gracc that a ~1y hon. 
n1-crnbPr shou1d such language with refcr-
el!{'C to pc•oplt' w(•ro not abk' to deal 
personall.v with such concluct. For that 
1'0asoa alo1l'"', the daus::; should go t1uough. 

lYir. FLE'rCHER : The an1endn1ent vvas 
both f:1ir and just, and he hopPd thn Govern­
ment \Yotdd accept it in place of their pro­
posal ao set out in th~_, clause. He viewed 
tlw m·ollo'fd altcl'ation of the franchise as 
one ~f the most dangerous proposals to the 
communit·: that had e1·er been introduced in 
this Chan~ber. He did not think the public 
realisrd vvhat ''7 as con1ing, and it was their 
duty to protest to the utmost of their ability 
against it. No words of his could possibly 
conyev what he felt upon the subject. It 
was 0: big step down the path to socialism, 
which would smother all the finer instincts 
of the race, such as resourcefulness, initiative, 

determination, patriotism, a,nd all the other 
virtues that made a great nation, and would 
encourage and foster idleness and slothful­
ness. It meant that they would become a 
degenerate race, an easy Prey for some more 
Yirilc power that might aris0, and he was 
sure that none of them had any wish to see 
th, ,t brought about. Some hon. members on 
the other side might bo sincere, lmt he was 
cf'rtain thoro were others who did not 
belicyo in th0 measure. Ho did net think 
tho Home Secretary bclir•vcd in it, and the 
hen. gcntlf'rnan should ris? superior to his 
~urroundings and oppose It. 

At three minutes past 10 o'clock p.m., 
The CHAilDfAK resumed the chair. 
J\Ir. FLETCHER: In opposing the clause 

he was not against the \\'orker. Ho really 
thou~ht it was better for the workers that 
the ';;lause should not be carriQd. Those 
elected might be the very best 9itizens pos­
sible, but they had not the abthty or the 
experience to run the affatrs of the. local 
authorities. Th0 hon. member for Mttchell 
said the election for Parliament and for 
the local authority was one and the same 
thing but it was totally different, because 
the' 'would have no opposition in many of 
the' lqc.1l authorities. In the hon. member's 
own district there would be s·eYen Labour 
councillors ~nd no opposition \Vhate~er, so 
that the soyen Labour men could do JUst as 
thev liked. In Parliament there would 
alw~Ys he an Opposition, and the- on!' party 
al wa; s counteracted the other. Seem<; the 
finan'dal distress of t.hc country, such . a 
revolutionarY alteration of lhc franch1se 
should be submitted to the people. If that 
course were follmved. it would be defeated 
bY at least 100,0C'0 yotc,, If tho Govel'llmont 
,,~rro honest at alL they would takf:~ _it to 
the people. s::.•0ing they \Yere. in a minonty of 
20 000 yotcs. It 11·a , not fair at the p1·csent 
iu~1cturc in ,-icYV o£ th~ financial distress 
that cxi;ted. that they should pass a ~wasure 
that inYnlY<~cl atl cxpcnditurp of £2u,OOO or 
£30.000 nrxt vcar to initi:<te th • sche1ne. 
It \Vas a r}elotcrious and deteriorating J?ro-
po9ition, ancl he ccmld pl·ot•'-,,t <.\gaJnst 
it and exprc~s thiJ hopo b~'for,~ It ·was 
too late, the GoYl'rn1nent would. see t~e 
dan~,-,r.· l:'<'1ng: ah''ad_. 'I~h(; .. cornmtu11ty .'"ould 
'"ot fc el the dfccls m1mec<Iatcly. It d1d no~ 
fce1 the 0H'u:ts of Govcrnm"11t wh(~thcr g?ou 
Ol' bad for .~otnc little ti1ne, and it was r~orng 
to be the san< ·J with this altNation of the 
franchi:-;1'. It w0uld probably be hvo or thr~e 
rears before the cffpcts were f lt, but tt 
~'.·ou](1. haYO a ycry danw~ing cffert through­
out the ,,-hole co:a:r1unih·, and he' vvas sorry 
to see it introduced. 

J\Ir. l\TOTIG \N: He \nmld like to deal 
with ono or hvo of the .argun1cnts adducod 
b;;,· h,_m. n1e:nbrrs opposjt' as r{'ason, \vhy 
t1~c ]oc.:tl authority frnnchise should . bo 
extended to all adnlts in the conunumtv. 
One of the reasons given by. hon. 1nmnhers 
on the other lidu, \va;:; th"-tt In son1.e towns 
in Qwccnslancl. more especially in tl•" No;th, 
there were slums-which they called Chma­
town-and, if the fmnchisc \Y0r<e cxt,cndcd 
so that Lahour represcntatin>s shon,d be 
ckdcd to the canncils, they would do away 
with those slums. He "as ver~· }lleased to 
know that such slums did not exist ·in S.outh 
Queensland. He found from a rec -nt 1ssue 
of "Smith's \Yeckly " that in Sydney­
whero the Labour party had control of the 
citv council-the greater nu1nbcr of proper­
tie~ in the slum districts wore owned bv the 
Sydn<ey City Council itself. That showed 

Jrfr. Morgan.] 
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tl1at, aHhough the Labour J;}arty had a 
n1ajor_lty on t_ho council; they h~? not l~t;n1e ;:1,_11 th111g to unpro\~c tnc condibO~lS v:n1c!1 
eXIfltcd prjor to their advent. 

The hon. memlwr for Rockhampton told 
them that if peoj1le were intelligent enough 
to havo votPs £or tlw Federal and State elec­
ticns th~';~ should have vote, for ]ocL'..l govern­
ment'. He never hll!d anything to say 
again~t ibo non1ad, bnt whilst ho \Vould 
admit that the nomad did contribute directly 
to the lit'<ation of the Commonwealth and 
State, he did not do so in the c tso of local 
gov"r11n1cmt. If tho Govcrrnncnt endowed 
loc11 -lutho;·iti0s to the extent of :£1 for £1 
or £2 for £1, as th- r did nLmy years ago, 
there would be sorrlD force in the argun1ont 
for the clatbl, because it !.hen could bo said 
that the nomad contributed something towards 
tho fui>ds of local authorities, through the 
Govcrnn1cnt. In a sin1ilar ':rnanncr, tho 
nornad had a right to ha•:o adn1ittonce to 
their hospital~, because the GoYr•rnmcnt sub~ 
sidi , d them to the extent of £2 to £1. But 
the argnmcnt held no \vHtcr E'-) f:u as local 

,·,rnrncp: \Y::.ts C)nrcrnod, n lthough hun­
of n1Pn \>ho had carried their S\vag 

through . .:\u:-·tralia had bccDmc successful and 
pro;:.;pcrous citizenF 

The HoiTif' Serrrtrrry, ~.\ lwn introduci-ng tho 
Bill, said i,ln {; although he \vas an occupier 
of a. house~. he had not a vote, and ~hat 
fJrobably if he insistc·d on having ono, as he 
('.rukl uudcr the pr">,ent .L\_ct, as <ln occupier, 
he '·ould b" tn!d to get another houso, His 
arncndrncnt dicl away with any troub1o like 
that. Although, ovPn if tho occupier in-
sisted the prc>sent time, he could got his 
vote, arnendment "\Yent one better. It 
would not be a. rnatter of -\"<hetlh~r the land­
lord likeJ it or uot. The occupier, purely 
and sin1ply by opPration of la\v, would obtain 
1hc Yote a.utornatic'1Jly. 

1\Ir, FonnE: YVhat if ther' happened to be 
tv, o fu11lilies? 

1\Ir. MORGA::'-J: If their wive, had nro­
Pf-'rty or ~,\ crP nrcupir-n:, th<~y \Yould get v1Jtc3. 

The 1-Io~~E SECRET,\RY: Tf you admit that 
tht-~ ,,"-hole o[ ~.~ou:;_· c,.so f ils fo the ground. ' 

Mr. l'IIOHGAN: ::'\ot at alL The hen. 
n1crnber for Hockhan1pton pointed to the fac~ 
that -,_uHi<'I~ the Ftrncndt1H2nt tPacher~:. and 
UniYer:-.ity prnfcB\cors might not havo ·ot('',. 
l-Ie thought that o,vas very far-fetched. P(:<r­
hap3 he knew of no toaf'her or University 
profosso: w}w ~';ould not be entitlotl tc a 
vote, b1 1~ wn_"'n d1C,' wero derJ1ng ~v1tn fiUC'h 
a matte\·, l• t them get do\Yll to concr,_ t.· 

and deal with tho matter from a 
practical point of vi<?\V. SuplJO:-:. 

two n1Cl! into n cprtai:n loeality to live. 
Onr, nuuJ, ht'" drc•.v h1B pav nt the Pnd 
of tho week, perhaps attended the ra~es, 
s:r:ent S turday night in g::unbling. and p::tid 
hH bo.1rd, ~'tnd on T-,1ond~y had nothing kft 
till next pay da;y. 'rhe othe1· ·11an .~ut o·Llt -
tho g~mbJ.ing{ Ji\~Dd C'Olnfo~'tably, <1. J put 
somctlung m tno bank eYery \·;c;ek, The l>et'e1· 
would eventually become a property-owner, 
Ho, wonld become thnt ddnbblo thing, a 
cap1tahst, that he felt sure th0 ho'l. rnember 
for Rockh~n1ptor: 1-v;:s endeavouring to lYcmno 
every d:cy of h1s !do. He hone<'! ho would 
succC'od, bccan~i: cver;v man should be anl­
bitious to own his own homo and have a. 
little bit of a stake in tho ,eountrv. 

Mr. FETIRJCKS: A stake in the 'countrv did 
not connt in the case of conscription, · 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

[ 1VI r. llf or1an. 

Hr. :Y10RG \X: His idea. of I he i<lw of the 
land ,., aB th~t it shonld b0 snrh th,tt rvPr;" 
young tnan 1night c~!si]y Decorrh~ a pl:npPrty: 
owner. 1-Il' knc\v that as 11')t th·) 1clca ot 
the socinlis;·, lie -y·;;ant~Jd to jJl'eYcnt nu:-n 
frmn ovn1ing pi'Ollcrty, b 'Causa he knevl, as 
Andrr\V Fid1:: r once said, that on eo a n1an 
o\vucd property he cease i to bo a La.1Jo tn• 
rnan. 

I\lr. CoLL1~S: Ilo never sajd anythirq of 
the kind. 

The CHAIHMAN: Order! I ack the hvn. 
rr1ernb(~r to t Jnnct t his r~marks 'Yith th~J 
question. 

='lr. :GlOTIGAN: That, 1n his opiniJn, 
should bo tho object of h,;ie'atwn, to Pnable 
eYery young mfln at a ver~ c<::.rly age to 
bcc.ornc n lnnd-o•,,:ner. He certainly \Y~n1lrl 
be a cilizon th~n if he follov,''<l the 

of the fir2t of the nH~n he gg,yc as 
o,~;ho garnbled his ~;p' t'0 ca~h 

anc1 CY''nh:. ·Ey ended up in Dun\vich,. c~· 
somewhere C'lse like that. .c\ftcr all was said 
and done, the ''hole of iho revenue of the 
local authoriti:::s car::~c fron1 tho~e \Vho owned 
pror"l'ty. The BilJ was going to hu·,~e a far­
rca.c1ling dfcct in Quoeneland, and if passed 
o.s imroducc'd, it was not likely to help the 
Pn '!licr obtain hi'3- loan rnoncy. 

C'OLLJNS: l{er>n your threats to your­
Yoa arc not th(~ L~vcrnn1cnt. 

,,., '10HGA:\': It was not o threat; it 
w tS gcod advice, He intended to voto for 

the ;,mcnclmm,t, and hoped the Minister >""ould 
"cccpt it. 

The HmiE SDCORETARY: Xo. 
Mr. (;ILDAY (Ith 1crL): The Oppos1tion 

had mm. d an amendment to the clause, and 
ho rtem· m bored when he was sitting in oppo­
sition that the then Opposition had endoa­
Youred ;o pa::,.::; a somc··;,·hat sin1ilar ·amend­
rnC'nt giving larger powers so far as local 
nuthoritics \vere concerned, when they could 
not adult suffrage, bnt the then Govern-
, fought them strongly on that occasion. 
The an1f'nd.:11cmt \Yas sorncwhat sugar-coated, 
l \~· au~e h0 knc\v of one case, and the hon. 
member for Toowong could not dony it­
it ··"·as Yf'ry prevalent during municipal 
clcctionS-\Yhcrc a gcnt.lcn1an who owned ·a 
l".UL1brr of allotment,s in different parts of 
Brisl:Hlno was in the habit· of paying the 
rates for property in the name of many of 
his friends. 

1\Ir. MAXWELL: I do deny it. 
r~Ir. GILD AY: Ho could prove it, and 

ho ehallonL.erl the hon, member to prove 
that his words wore not correct. 

J\Ir. :::VLA.XWELL: I deny it. 

J\Ir. GILDAY: He would bring proof of 
what he was srrying, A banker in Brisbane 
paid the raL' for fifteen different individuals, 
such r:1tcs being on the property that vvas 
o;vncd b.v the said banker. 

Mr. :\lAX WELL: In the Brisbane City 
Council? 

1\Jr. GILDAY: He was trrking the metro· 
pulitan rrrca. The rates were paid, and 
several of them did not know their 
narr,cs wore associated with those allotments, 
and two davs boforo the election he came 
round and ~skerl those people to vote for 
him. That kind of thing had been going 
on for years in Brisbane. The hon. member 
for Toowong had stated that Ithaca was 
represented at a meeting held recently, but 
ho would tell the hon. member that the repre­
sentative from Ithaca had no mandate from 
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the people of Ithaca. The workers of Ithaca 
knew nothing of thu matter. He would also 
tell the hPn. mon1ber for Toowong that the 
str.cets of Brisbane \vero the rnost dangerous 
of any in any city in Auotralia to-day. 

Mr. MAxvVELL: I deny that. 

~.Ir. GILD AY: Let the hon. member go 
to any of tho other cities in Australia, and 
he ,,;ould see for himself. The motor 
garages in Brisbane were pleased with the 
roads in Brisbane, because it rn,cant more 
1mrk for them from the people who owned 
motor-cars. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! 

1\Ir. GILDAY: U11der present cucum­
·stances, it -..vas no earth1v use <1 man putting 
up for election to a shire council unless he 
wus codnected with vested interests. A great 
deal had been sa id about people who did 
not own land. \Yhat about the unfortunate 
teamster? He had to pay a wheel tax, and 
why should he not haYe a say as to who 
should represent him on the local authority? 
He said unheo,itatingly that tho streets of 
Brisbane were tho "orst in Australict. Eagle 
street was the only portion of BrisLane whore 
th0 council had done any work that was a 
credit i·o them, with the exception of a small 
piece in A lb?rt street. opposite the Empire 
Theatre. Outside those two places, the work 
carried on bv the citv council had !wen 
disgraceful, taking into, account the amount 
of mono:.· spent. If the hem. member for 
Toowong ·vonlcl look at his own door, he 
wonld see that it was absolutely necessary 
to haYO a different class of people elected 
to thn connci! in ord<>r to got better work 
done for the money spent. 

:Mr. KERR (F:no(J(Jem): There su.mcd to 
be a n1isconception in regard to the word 
"parasite." v".,.hPn ho \vas in Nmv Zealand 
snrrtc YP?,rs ago, they had in :.\..,.(HV Zealand 
n num.bcr of racPC'OlUSf' " touts," who made 
their li·YinQ." on the rncecour:sf'. Some vcnrs 
.ag-o ~;r:w ?:;crtl:nHI abo1]shPd those men 'from 
tlie r:Jcocour AS. and the result was an influx 
into Qtwc:1sland of men \vho \n~re kno,~·n 

nora>ites, and they were to be seen i11. 
~ ~trcct of Brisba'ne eycn. day. They 

"\n'l'{3 peopL"' \Yho had not Dskod for a vote, 
!mt tlwv horl been comnell0d to g·o to the 
noli and >'otc under adult franchieo. He 
thcn,rcht that tho roods in Queensland wero 
not b;;d in com.,arison with the roade in 
Fr~1 nce ;•l1r1 Bil!rium. "\vhich conntriPs ho hnrl 
been in. He thoug·ht it was rif'ht that j~he 
occunior shonld haYe a Yotc. There wero 
VC'l':'7L fc"\v TV"'Oplo. aftpr nll. who w0r0 not 
occnpic;·s. Jt e<•pmcd to him that this Bill 
wn~ thf' rxtrcmA npPx elf ~r:ciaJi<:;m. The 
man who had worked hard to g-et a, small 
hornr \Yonlrl hav~ to rnortrrng-c his plaC'o 
-owint! to tho::.;e \vho "\VE'Tf' not reRidcnts. In 
opp0sin;r the clanse as it stood, he was out 
for tho m."n who had a ''1lall cottage and hucl 
paid it off or was nayinv it off. Ho might 
refPr to a ('O-DDPrntiv" fln<'jr>tv "\Yhich wa,,, pro­
posed to be formed in Brisbane at an early 
date. in which p;ratuity honds w<>re being nut 
in to the cxtPnt of £20 000, and he, as a 
member "·ho had nut in his _bonds, objected 
to anvone ,,-ho had no stake m tho undert" k-
1ng- coming- to Yote ><t the meetings. This Bill 
WR~ n imlng- at a f'irnilar thing in connection 
with local authorities. 

Mr. DEACON ((!unnin(Jlwm.) said that if 
it was only in the interests of the nomads, 

of whom thev had heard >O much about 
during tho debate, he would support the 
at11endment. Thero were t'.vo classe, an1origst 
the no1nads; a great many of thern \vcre 
working men who had to travel to and 
frorn their \\ ork, while the other portion of 
tho nomads were of no goc.c~ to the com­
munity. It W£!_..,. intcn•st_ing ~,o see hon. n1cm­
bers opposite taking such an interest in the 
nomads, but they had never done anything 
for then1 before. 

Mr. 13RF.NNAN: v•:o gavo him a vote at 
the elections. 

Mr. DEACO:"J: It gave him no opportunity 
of doing ;~lnything for hi1nself. 'rhere were 
more norna.ds now than tJ"lcro were before 
the pro cnt Government took office. This 
clamo would injur0 the people who helped 
tho nornad no\v, bee a use 11C had to depend 
for work upon the people who o>\·nod land. 

.This Bill would not be an improvement m 
local go,·ernment work, although it might 
change tho mcn1bors in some shires. There 
were somo nomads, and the_; were not tho 
IT!ajority, who took no intt~r~~sr. in the. c?un­
try, and it would do a groat ~ea! of !11Jury 
if they were g1ven a Yote. Why not make 
it embrace the people the Home Secretary 
said did not get the Yoto? 

The Ho~TE SECHETARY: \Yhat about the 
thousands of public servants who are removed 
frou1 one to"\vn to another? 

Mr. DEACOX: Thev could make the Bill 
apply to them. The'y were go~ng at. it 
indiscriminate!:,, and it was not fa1r. ObJec­
tion >Yas talwn only to tho class of people 

ho woro not entitled to a .-ote. 

Question-That the word proposed to be 
omitted (Jf r. c}f oorc' s aT' cndrnent) stand pa.rt 
of the clause:--put; and the Committee 
divided:-

:.rr. Ba-r \wr 
Bertrnm 
Bre: naa 

F. A 
\\'. 

1hmdtnn 
FPTrirks 

,, Fil ~"lly 

~\YES, 34. 
~.lr. Huxham 

Kirwn.u 

:Petrrson 
l'ollock 
P.ion1an 
]~J an 
~ 'onford 
Ti• :( 1on~ 

, \Y ellington 
-Wilt'n 
\Yir·'-~'- nlC'~' 

Tellers: }fr. Dash and Thir. Dunstan. 

}fr. "\ppel 
T'arnes. G. F. 
Bnrne.). \Y. H. 
Jlehhn:-J.ron 
Cattcrmnll 
Costcl1o 
P(''('Oll 

., T:lphinstonc 
Flet ~10r 
Gre-·n 
.Tones 
KC'rl' 

NoEs, 24. 
Mr. King 

,, Lcg;',n 
., ~.In ~·greg-or 

~~f:lXI\t'Jl 
).f (\'Ire 

l\lrl1'g'f111 

l~-alkcr 

.. \Yarrcn 

.T. II. C 

Tellers; Mr. Costello and Mr. Gt·:."'·v 

Rcsoh·od in the affirmative.· 

Mr. M \X\YELL mm·c>d the omission of 
" an area " on line 22, and the insertion of 

Mr. M anoell.] 
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"any area within Queensland." As the Bill 
stood, only those who were in the area could 
stand as a c<tndidatc for municipal honours. 
The amendment would place it on the same 
footing as the provision regarding State 
elBrtions. In his own case, under the Bill 
as it at pres<mt stood. he would not be able 
to nominate for Brisbane, but would have to 
con,fine himself to Toowong, where he 
resided. 

Amendment put and passed. 
Mr. MAXWELL moved the insertion, 

after the word " thorQof " on line 22, of the 
words-

" 'A m.ember of the local authority 
of ouch area ' are repealed, and the words 
'chairman or a member of the local 
authority of any area within Queens­
land ' are inserted in lieu thereof." 

2\fr. MORG . ..\::'\ was not ;n favour of tho 
amendment previously agre0d to, and he 
wished the Minister to indicate whether it 
wa.s his intention to accept the present 
amendment or not. Evidently, there had 
been some secret agreement between the 
hon. gentleman and the hon. member for 
Toowong. Thn Home S'ecretarv had not 
stated whether he intended to "accept the 
amendment or not. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: I said I was pre­
pared to accept it by saying "No," when 
the Chairman put the question, " That the 
words proposed to bo omi tt<X' stand part of 
the clause." I did not. nEed to make a 
,;pec~h to -;ay that. 

Mr. MORGAK: I object to an amendment 
being agreed to to benefit Brisbane if it is 
going to be aga.inst the interoot~ of the 
country districtc. It would permit a man 
from Brisbane being elE'Cted for a country 
place like Charleville. That kind of thing 
was not fair to the country districts. If thG 
Minister intended to favour the city of 
Brisbane, let him confine the amendment to 
the cities and town,;. but not extend it to 
the country dictricts. The people in the 
country districts were not in fayour of being­
represented by peoplo coming from outside 
those districts, and they were not going to 
be dictated to any longer b:v Brisbane. Th<>:v 
wanted as their Tepresentati,-es, whether in 
Parliament or on the lof'a] authoritieq, men 
whose interests were in the electorates. 

The HOME SECRET.~RY: It was very 
interesting to receive a lecture• from the 
hon. member upon the duties of a Minister. 
He might tell the hon. member tha.t it was 
his duty, as }1inistor, to accept any amend­
ment with \Yhirh he agreed, but it was not 
his duty to get up and ruakc a speech on 
over .. , occa·,ion. Tho hon. n1en1bor for Too~ 
v;o'1g eubmittcrl his amendments to him, and 
he told the hon. membor to moyo them. 

Mr. ::'11oRGAX : The rest of U.' know nothing 
a.bout it. 

The HOME SEC:RETARY: That was not 
his fault. If the hon. member movnd an 
amendment and he agree·d with it, when 
the ,question ,~vas put by the Chairman, he 
\VOUld say, Aye," and Aurcly that \Vas 

suff1cient. The amendment v. a~ consequen­
tial on the one previously moved by the 
hon. member for Toowong. It meant that 
any elector of the State had a right to 
stand for any area within the State. It 
only gave to the people ir: an area the 
right to select any man they chose. If the 
people of the area WGTe opposed to any 

[jh. J.f a nu ell. 

candidate from outside the district, they 
could defeat him, and that "as an end of 
it. The hon. member did not seem to 
roa.lise that ev€rything he haJd said was a 
commentary upon the poople in his own 
district. If the pcopl<e clid not wish to 
select someone who did not livP in the area, 
they could vote ao;ainst him. The original 
Bill was rather narrow, because it exclu·ded 
people who might bo property-owners but 
not electors from standing for the area in 
which the bulk of their property was situated. 
He had remodied the weakness, a.nd now 
thev could stand for such a. district so long 
as they were upon thG electoral roll for any 
district in Quecnslhnd. Apparently, the hon. 
gentleman's chief complaint was that he 
had not been consulted. Ho might tell the 
hon. member that ho did not intend to 
consult him as to whether he should accept 
an amendment or not. He proposed to 
accept th'l present amendment, because it 
was consequential on the former amendment, 
and then they conld adjourn. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Ho was of opinion 
that Brisbane influence should not bo the 
controlling factor. 

The CHATRM.\N: There is no mention of 
Brisbane in the amendment. The hon. 
meml>er must confine his remarks to the 
amendment before the Committee. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The point was that 
there was evidentlv a controlling central 
intiuence, and the· representatives of the 
countrv districts objected to any control by 
any o{ttsidc influence. He was of opinion 
th.".t the amendment, by which anyone could 
""0 into a countrv electorate and stand for 
t'ho local authoritY, was nDt a \Vi-'ie one, and 
thet the hon. member for Murilla, represent­
in:? a countrv constituency, had taken a good 
11oint. The" Countrv party had not been 
consulted. and, as the country made for the 
pt·ooTeec' of the citib, he thought. that rt 
shonld havo been consulted. The Minister 
mig-ht haYo given some indicat!on to the 
whip or secretary as to what he mtendod to 
(10. 

The Ho~IE SECRETARY: I never intended to 
overlook them at alL 

IloN. J. G. APPEL: Ho accepted the 
::\1inister's apology. (Laughter.) The Country 
party had no desire to offer any obstructiOn. 

Amcndrnent agreed to; and clause 4, as 
aincndcd, pnt and passed. 

The House resumed. The UHAIR~!AN 
reported prog-ress and ask~d leave to s!t 
ag-ain. Tho Committee obtamcd leave to sit 
ag-ain to-n1orrow. 

ADJOt:RNMENT. 
The PRE:YliER : I beg to move-That 

this House do now adjourn. The business 
to-morrow will be Supply, commencing with 
the first department on the Estimates. 

HoN. \<Y. H. BARNES: I would like to 
ask the Premier whether he has any infor­
mation he can give to the House with regard 
to loan rnonoy matters. 

The PREMIER: I have no information 
that I desire to give to the House now. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at five minutes past 

11 o'clock p.m. 




