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Quesitons.

MoxDpay, 6 DeceEvser, 1920.

The Spearer (Hon, W. Bertram, Marce)
took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock p.m.

TCR-GENERAL’S REPCRYT ON
TNTRAL SUGAR-MILLS.
PE\h]'R znnounced that he had
recet ‘l’] from the Auditor-General his report
on the scccunts of the central sugar-mills
ander Governnment control, and self-controlled
mills indebted fo the Treawury, for the year
anded &0th June, 1920.

Ordered to be printed.

AUDI

The

QUESTIONS.
LWAY PAss FOR PARLIAMENTARY

CANDIDATES.

Lr. SWAVYNE (3irani) asked the Secre-
tary for Railways—

‘1. If Rir. Pease, when contesting the
Herbert by-election before he becaine a
member of Parliament, was In pos
of a free rallway pass?

2, Were any of the other
not at the time being members

Frer Raz

didates
of Parlia-

ment, who contest>d parliamentary elec-
tions during this year in the mtelmts

of the Government party, given railw
passes or any other priv
by the general public?”

.
\ge not possessed

The SECRETARY TOR RAILWAYS
{Hon. J. Larcombe, Hegpel) replicd—
1. No.
“o o

Srare FISUELY KNTERFRISE.

Mr. FRY (& uripa) asked the Minister in
Charge of State Lnterprises—

1. What amount of capital is invested
n tm Stute fishery enterprise?

‘2. What is the total cost of manage-

ment and upkeep of the whole industry
to date?
ez

3, What is the tetal vevenue mcelvod
from the industry to date, ewclusive of
amounis allotted to it from other branches
of State cuterprises, or otherwise?

4. What amount of capital is invested
in () the fish market, shop, and whavf
at the south side of Victoria Bridge; (8)
Wynrum receiving and cold storage de-
pot; (¢) State branch fish shops, to include
all other buildings and shops erccted
within the State; () machinery and other
equivment necessary for carrying on the
(2} the cost of the Smte trawler
, including mnsts and all other
quum,cnf used in (OnI‘OCthI’l with trawl-
ing?

“5. Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to withdraw the State trawler from
commistion with a view to disposing of
her, and thus saving further losses to the
State in this venturc?”

The TREASURER (
LPaddington) replied—

“lto 3, and 4 (a) to (d). The compilation

of this information is now nearing

finalisation, and will be furnished in the

annual report of the Cowmmissioner to ba

presented to Parliament this week; (&)

£44,823 0s. 5d. net.

Ton. J. A. Tihelly,
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“5 The trawler

will be laid up. I
would remind the h

stember that thm‘

was ne way of ascertaining the su
or otherwise of our grounds only bw th
use of a trawler.’

. ST4TR TRAWLER.
. Lir. t\[()RGA (M urilia). in the absence of
L@r, Walker, asked the Minister in Charge
of Btate Enterprises—
“1 W h“t quantity of fish was caught
by the State trawler during the three
morn iths ended 31st October last?
"2 Ilow much of the fish caught was
—(a}) sold to the wublic; (b) dLs royed ?
3. What was the gross return from
sales of fish caught by the trawler during
the period mentioned in (1) ?
© 4. What was the total cost of running
the wler during the period, inclusive
of wages, salarisg, overtime, repairs, and
all incidental expenses?”’

The TREASURER replied—
1. 15,910 1b.
“2. () 15,670 1b.
market; (D) 240 lb.
Y3, £412 17s. 10d.
“4, 81,216 16s. 3d. net. There is no
association between the State fish market
and the trawler. as the operations of

the trawler have been confined to
cxploratory work.”

sold to State fish

Racineg (LU INQUIRIES.

Mr. FORDE (Rockhampton) asked the
Attorney-Gencral—

“1. Is he awarce of the fact that cer-
tain racing clubs in Queensland, includ-
ing the ﬂucunihnd Turf Club and the
Albion Park Joekey Club, conduct all
racing inquiries in private. and some-
times arrive at deecisions to disqualify

owners, jockeys, and trainers without
the public, whose patronage makes rac-
ing possible, being afforded an oppor-
tunity of reading the evidence in the
columns of the Press?

2. What racing clubs in Qu(\enw]and
admit the Press to racing inquiries at
the present time?

3. As the Labour
to all trials that are conducted in the
dark, wiil he consider the advisability
of ursing the Cabinet to introduce legis-
Iation immediately compelling all racing
clubs in Queenslahd to admit accredited
representatives of the Press to all racing
inquiries ?

“4. Will he consider the advisability
of taking action to urge the Queensland
Turf Club and the Albion Park Jockey
Club to agree in the meantime to admit
the Press to all racing inquiries. the
same as the Central Queansland Racing
Agsociation and the North Quoensland
R"mmrr Association agreed to some time

party is opposed

auo‘?
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
MULLAN, Flinders), replicd—
“1. Yes.

“2. This information will be cbtained.

3. The matter will be cons 1(1@1 ed by
the Government as soon as possi

“4. 1 will communicate with tho rac-
ing clubs mnntion d, with the view of
getting the Press admitted to all racing
inquiries.’
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Wrsrwoon ““Cocxy ” TRAIN.
My, PETRERSON (Vormanby) asked the

Scevets , for Railwa
“1. What were the departmental rea-
sons  for receutly cancelling \\hat is
Pnnwn as the Westwood ** Corky 7 train

in the Ceniral district?

Vhat were the earnings of this
train for the period six months prior
to cancellation?

& What expenditure was involved in

train for the sawmc period
in question (2)7

fie cancellation of thix
v incony 1\1\\« dairy-
1 ers  bolween dbx‘l and
ond, w 01"(1 hie take into consideras-
.a thet would cnable the
instated without less to the

histori-

CRTTARY FOR RAILWAYS

train,
the outw

Woestwoeod
sorvice

nd & tual figures a2re not
le, as seords show the num-
\ohw'm o The train was
htly madefl however.
4, See answer to No. 1.7

TH;‘RIDC" RAILL-

NDMENT BILL.

D READING.

) [OR%! ER (Fion. E. G. Theodors,
Ci'mhfr/ur): 1 beg to move—That this Bill
e now. read a second time. At the initial

x‘mgo of the Bill, T gave the principal reasons
for ifs introduction. It has only two main
features, one of which is to 1ncrease the
credit of the manager of the Chillagoe
works, by remm ing the arbitrary limit in the
Act requiring him to keep within the amount
appropriated by Parliament during the year.
The other is to remove the restriction which
prevents the Government from working cer-
tain mining properties acquired under the
original Act as well as other mines, the ore
flom which will assist in the proﬁtabk work-
ing of the smelters. I shall be glad to give
hon. sembers any further information which
they may require.

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): Covsidering the
general position of affairs to-day, I think we
should have a great deal of information
hefore this Bill is put through. The Auditor-
(Grencral’s report says that practically the
whole of the copper for the smelters comes
freom one mine, and that ““ all ore treated at
the load furnace has been purchased, fully
threo-fourths of which eame from one mine.”
In wiping out the provision contained in tho
1618 Act, it appears that the Government
do not only want to work their own mines,
but ther want to acquire mines belonging to
other people, and under the present condi-
tion of affairs. that does not seem at all
Thewr have alreadr spent over £100,000

wise,

rrore than the Act allows them to do. 1% is
hecoming  a  common actice with the
Government to break their own law. The

report from the Auditor-Gleneral tries to
“cover wup the maladministration of the

THon. E. G. Theodore.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Railways Act, Ete., Bill.

Gavernment in  breaking their own law.
There was a specific provision put in the Act
which says that no more than £100,000 shall
e spent.

The PrevMIER: Do wou suggest that the
Auditor-Cencral covered up something ?

AMr. MOORIE: Noj; but he trics to make

it casy for the Glovernment to excuse them-
solves fer something they have done which

thiey had no right to do. In America some
of the copper mines have closed down alto-
rether, others have reduced their output by
50 per cent. in un endeavour to keep up the
price. which m-dav is Jown to £85, and the
Premier id the other dav that it
would not be prefitable to work the mines
If copper came down below
O it would not be moi table.

i\u’. MOORE: It scems extraordinary to
k a lot of money in the North at present
n fluctuating market, swhen thPaO mines
closed down in Amcrica because they
ere 'nproﬂt‘vblo‘

_The Prewier: We always have a fluctua-
market in copper

Tt has been on the rise for
and now it has fallen,

hirasel?

ey

“y

mines are only working half-time
ideavour to keep the price up. and
v wents to sink a lot of the

: money in an caterprise in which
does net seem to be sn opportunity
development. I think if the Government
moner to waste, it is better to go on
mmr‘thin'* which we Lknow would be
tablo—ench ps irrigation—than to put it
something which mas be a hage feilure.
Th(, mining 1 v the North so far
has been a r sink for monev, and
neople have lost 'arge sums in it. and now,
bacsuse the Government have taken over the
they want to invest the taxpayers”
money. Three-fourths of the lead ore comes
from one mine, and now the Government
want to take it over, apparently on tribute.
T do not sce any advantage in that. The
Premier has told us nothmtr about anv other
mines, or any a1tlcuhr" about what he
wants to take over. He just comes along
with some vague particulars, and wants us
to give him carte blanche to spend as much
money as he likes. In the Trensurer’s State-
ment he pointed out works that would be
of genuine benefit to Quevnsland—irrigation
wvorks only waiting to be started.  Any
monevy  put into works such as these,
which we know are going to be productive,
would be well spent.

Mr. Porrocx: Go into details and show
us where Chillagoe has not been successful.

Mr. MOORE: Tt has only been working
for a verv short time. The Auditor-
CGieneral in his report savs thev have been
reasonably successful, only because of the
low purchase cost.

The PrexMFR: Do you sav thev won’t be
successful under State enterprise?

Mr. MOORE : The Auditor-General in his
report savs—

“The following factors undoubtedly
vibutad to the success of the nm}cr
g during the period under review :

“1. The low purchase cost, together
with tho moederate ovrtlar incurred in
nlacing the whole concern on a working
'ba @ 2
The P

sraeltors,

t

rEMIER : That is one factor.
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My, MOORE: Further, he says—
2. The organization in respect to ore
supplies and improvements effected in
dealing with the same.”

The PreEvIER : Those are two factors. Read
on,
Mr. MOORE—
“3. The cfficient administration in

respest to labour.
f 4. The ceffective costing system applied
in the working of the concern.
¢5. The satisfactory prices of metals
'huxr‘g the period under roview.”
The Prenizer: You could rot expoct mining
operarions 1o coptinue if the price feil so
loww that the thing would be unprofitable.

Ar. MOORIE:
stnq: nove
+ down to £85 a ton.
it i unprofitable.

reached that
says that
below

It has almost
The Promier hims
If it is

he Preamer: It is £87 10s.
Riorvax: Do you think the smelters
should be closed down?
AMr. MOCRE: It is not a question of

down the smelters.  The question
re the Covernment to be allowed to sink
money in this way in a mining venture
l The smelters vould have to
s down L.nk}:s we give the manager this
power.
Mr. MOORE: I do not ree that it
that the smelters would have to close
if they did not give him more power.
The Prrvizk: We should have to close
down if we limited the amount to £100,000.

My 7 )RF' It is not a question of
£165,0: ’W, What you want is—

“To acquire, whether by purchase or
lease or on tribute or on a roralty basis,
any mine or mining lands the ore won
from which in the opmion of the Govern-
ment will further the uoht’xl)\e carrying
on of the business d to 1n para-
graph (0).”

The Preymier: The other principle in in-
creasing the limit. Both those things ave
practically recommended by the Auditor-
General.

Mr. MOORE: One is to increase the limit
to allow th»m to go on as tl'cv are gomq, and
the other is to take over mm(‘" already being
run by m"n'ate enterprise for the Govern-
ment to werk, which is a very different pro-
position. The lessce of one mine is supply-
ing ore for the Government t~» work it. We
know that Chillagoe was a sink for money.

The PrEMIER: It has been very profitable
for Nerth Queensland.

Myr. MOORE: It has been very unprofit-
able for people who put money into it. Now
the taxpayers’ money is going to be used for
a sperulative enterprise, and the Government
re asking carte blanche to spend as much
s they like.

The Prestigr: Very little money has kesn
spent on mining in the State of Queensland.

Myr. MOORT : Because 1t is unprofitable.

The PRE MTER : I say not much Government
money has been spent on it.

Mr. MOORE : Not much up to the present
time, because it has been restricted by a
clanse put in the Bill by the Legislative
Council.  The mining enterprises of the
Government, other than this, I do not think
anybody can say have been successful up

HAYS
down

2
@
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to the prc\sont time. What I object to is
this principle of "'O']‘O in for general mining
enterprise.  The clavse is too wide. It gives
rower—

“To acquire, whether by purchase or
lease or on tribute or on a royalty basis,
any mwine or mining lands the ore won
from which, in the opinion of the Govern-
ment, will fuarther the profitable carry-
ing on of the business referred to in

paragraph (&) hersof, and to open up,
nd develop such mine or mining
avd deliver the ore obtained there.
to the smelters and works afore-

and the finances
which allows the
]1] lTl‘hln’" "ntcl‘pllS(\s

e order,
! nozition
(?munmorl to gdmk,l
'h.o principle 1 not one which should be
g In the mining report, page 45,
about Chillagoe, it says—
The manager has evolved a system
sisting gougers, value advanced to
bo mr)“ud out of results of ores suppliad,
and for the purpose has appointed wn

to dnspect, divect, and advise
& enjoving such assistance, and
others if required. Tribui-s may be had
st a nominal royalty on mines under
smelter control.  Liberal advances on
ore pa‘rools coming forward, reduced
costs of troatment, sale, and 1<'alishtion

should induce owners to utilise the smel-
ters and encoursge raining and plo:pect-
ing. It would appear “u the manager’s
policy is to have his plant function
o ally for the benefit of the industry
in the Cairns hinterland, and, as time
briugs choaper coke and coal supplies
to band, shipping facilitics swing back
to normal, and ore supplies hecome more
surely establiz <hed, this poliey should
incredsingly benefit the distriet and the
State at large.”
We do not {ind th
hat he should take over
the Government’s behalf.
The Preamrmmr: If the manager does
wish to do it, he will not be forced.

MMr. MOORE: Individuals can prospect
and ~up,)1 the ore to the State. As long
s that policy is pursned there is no risk
sken by the Btate. 'That scems to me to
be a far better principle than thai the Go-
verument xhouxd step in and take all the risk.
I do not sce what the Government is going
to gain. I can sce what the mdlvxdual\ are
likely to gain in being paid on a royalty
basis on the leases they hold.

Th~ Preyier: The manager will not be
directed to do anything he does not wish
to do.

Mr. MOORE: This clause has been put in
the Bill for some rcason. It is not a ques-
tion of whether the manager will be directed
to do something he does not wish to do. In
the report, the manager does not seem to
favour it very much.

Th- PreEMIER: The clause put in there is
as his recommendation, and supported by the
Aunditor-General.

manager recommending
and manage on

not

Mr., MOORE: If the Premier can tell me
“hero f}m Auditor-General supports or sug-

I shall bs very pleased. I cannot
: in the report. Ile does not make
anv suggestion of such a thing. He
cndeavours to justifv, from the moderate

success achieved, the Government breaking
the law. He has not made any suggestion

Mr. Moore.]
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that the Government should go in for a
large mining enterpmsc.

The PrEMIER: What he suggested was
inevitable in the circumstances.

Mr. MOORE: There is nothing to show
it is inovitublo I have guoted from the
mining report, and there is nothing in that
to show it is inevitable or that it is required.
Everything is put in the way we expect—
to encourage the individual “going in for
wining =o that he shall rece ive the benefit.
In this w v it i3 the money belonging to
the taxpayers which is going to bn specu-
lated. I think there is no occasion for
granting the wide powers contained in this
clause. If the Government have any moner
to spare, it should be put into permanent
rqnoductno worlss for the benefit of Queens-
land, and to reduee the high cost of living,
instead of going in for SOIUCH’IIH”‘ of which
we do not know what the result is going to
be, and which has not been recom nmended
in either the mining report or the Auditor-
General’s report.

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich): I think it 1s
necessary to reply to the mining expert of
the Country party, and to point out what
this Bill really does. I think he is in a fog

regarding the Auditor-General’s report. This
Bill provides for two main principles. One

principle is that the Government shall have
the power fto acquire, either by purchase,
tribute, or some other means, mines, for the
purpose cf producing ore to Leep the
smelters going. I think everyone will agree
that that is a wise provision. Anyone “who
knows anything about the smelting business
knows that once the smelters go oui of com-
mission, once they are allowed to cool down,
it takes hundreds of pounds to get them into
commission again; and the Government or
the man managing the business not having
the power to obtain sufficient ore to keep
the smelters going might mean the difference
between success and failure in that enter-
prise. The Auditor-General does not say in
his report that they have exceeded the
amount which they wero allowed to expend.
Nor does he attempt to gloss over this in any
way at all. But he does point out that they
have departed from a certain porticu of the
Act, under which advances can be made to
these who have been producing ove for the
purpose of allowing the smelters to keep at
work. This is the provision of the Act which
has been departed from for the purpose of
keeping the smelters at work—

““No advance on orc supplied to the
smelters or works referred to in para-
graph (b) hereof shall be made by the
Government of Qucensland unless and
until proper assays of such ores have
been made and such ore has been
delivered in bulk at such smelters or
works.”’

It was found necessary, in order to obtain
the ore, to make advances to those men who
were getting the ore, so that they would be
able to keep at work and keep the smelters
supplied with ore. T <o not think anyone
can cavil at that, if the men have nothing
upon which to hwx, so long as the manager
has secured himself by an inspection or any-
thing else, and it is perfectly safe to buy
that ove. he qhould have the liberty to buy
it in order to keep the smelters at work.

That is the only provision the Auditor-
General says they have departed from: and
he does not castigate the Government for
doing it. He simply says it has been done,

[Mr. Moore.
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and 1t has been found neccessary on his part
to draw attention to it. He has a perfect
right to do so, and would be lacking in his
(mtv if he did not do so. Ile does not say
it was wrong, or that it has not been in the
interest of the enterprise, or that it has not
heen absolutely necessary to keep the smelters
at work. There have been two or three
matters which have gone against the enter-
|)lxaL since they have stalte«l; not only the

want of power to obtain ore, but also the
want of proper fuel to l\eep the smelters
going. These have militated against the
success of the enterprise. The Opposition
place obstacles in the way of the Government
cairring on State enterprises, and in the
next breath condemn the Government because
the enterprises are not successful. We want
to find out where the Opposition stand in
these matters; whether they are here to
aswist the Government to make their enter-
prises successful, or to condemn the Govern-
ment on every hand and try to make a
failure of everything the State does.

The other provision here is to grant to the
manager the power to expend the necessary
money to make his business successful. That
must be done. The Legislative Counecil
limited the expenditure of money, pointing
out that this was a matter which was an
experiment, and the Council on behalf of
the peopie of Queensland should go slow in
the matter—adopt IL.W.W. tactics—and allow
the venture to get a start. It has a start;
it has proved that, given a fair chance, it
will be successful not only from the manager’s
point of view, but from the point of view
of the pnoplo of Queensland, and we will
be able to produce metals there which are
necessary for our own work and for export.
I do not belong to the North; I am a
Southern member; but I do not think the
deputs leader of the Clountry party has any
right to be parochial and say the whole of
the money should be expended in his elec-
torate or in some other clectorate in the
South.

Mr. Moore: Nobody did say that.

Mr. GLEDSON : He said they were spend-
ing this money in North Qucensland instead
of spending it in irrigation works in South
Queensland. As I have said, I do not belong
to North Queensland, but I recognise that
anything that is done in the interests of any

part of the State must bo in the

[4 p.m.] interest of the whole of the State.

ear, hear!) If the mining
industry in North Qucensland is able to get
a good footing, either by the assistance of
the Government or through private cuter-
prise, then it must react on the rest of
Cuecensland, and the whole of Queensland will
bo successful.  The deputy leader of the
Country party tried to run down mining,
and said that it was no good putting money
into mining, and into schemes of this sort.
I would remind the hon. member that the
mining industry has stood to Queensland in
the past when “the agzncultma] and pastoral
Uldllhtlles have gone to pieces, and there has
not been a penny coming out of them. More
than once  under such circumstances the
mining industry has pulled Queensland out
of the mire. (Hear. hear!) The only way
we can hope to send the State ahead is by
developing the 1ndustrles in every part of
Gueensland. and giving to everv part of the
State a fair show.

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): As a
rule, the DPremier gives a good deal of
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information when he is in charge of a Bill,
but I do not think that this afterncon he gave
nearly as much information as he might have
given in connection with this Bill.

The PrevMIER: I went very fully into the
matter at the intreductory stage.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: That may be so,
but this afternoon his remarks were very
brief indeed, and probably the absence of
information has very largely contributed to
the discussion that has taken place. I recog-
nise that it is the duty of every public man
fo see that all the various industries of the
State are ﬂnplv safezuarded and encouraged.
The fullest consideration should be given
to every proposal that has for its object the
benefit of any industry in the Stote. I s#y
that because the Premier must admit that
very large sums of money have been lost, not
by the (overnraent, but by private indi-
viduals, in connection with the Chillagoe
mines and railway

Mr. Ryax: Through mismanagement.

Hox., W. H. BARNES: It is all very well
to be wise -after the event, but we must all
admit that usually people who put money
into 2 concern do not throw it away. The
fact remains thaf a very large sum of monex
has bern lost in connection with Chillagoe. 1
do not say that the Government are going to
fose money in this venture, because it may
be that there is still in existence an agree-
ment that was said to have been made by
the late leader of the Government when he
walit to the old country some years ago, and
who, when he came back, said that he had a
big  order for, speaking from memory,
something like 250,000 tons of copper.
(Government laughter.)

The Prraier: Oh, no!

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Well,
large quantity of copper, when copper was
selling at £150 a ton. It may be that the
Government, figuratively speaking, have this
order up their sleeves. If that agrecment
iz still in existence, the Premicr was very
remiss in not informing us of the fact. We
well remember how the hon. gentleman’s late
leader came back from his trip to the old
country and told us about the wonderful
sale of copper that he had made.

The PrEMIER: The
that he made.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: No, the wonderful
sale of copper in North Queensland The
Premier might tell us whether that agree-
ment is still in existence.

The Prexzer: I have not hecard of any
agreement for 250,000 tons of copper.

Hox. W. H. BARNES : Tt may be that the
Premier does not know of any agreement.
It may have been merely an attempt to
make the people of Queensland believe that
something great had ‘been done by the last
Premier when in England. The fact remains
that we are now asked to hand over—not to
the Government, but to an officer of the
Gov cmmcnt—powel to pm(’hm(‘ certain lands,
and to acquire mines, if he thinks it neces-
sary to do so. This is a proposal to place
a very great power indeed in the hands of
any Government officer. I would like to ask
the Premier, if all proposals for the pur-
chase of lands or mines wil have to be sub-
mitted either to himself or to the Secrctary
for Mines?

The PremIER : They must be.
19202 1

for a very

wonderful purchase
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Hox. W. H. BARNES: 1 would further
asl the hon. gintleman if he knows sufii-
clent of the manager to feel sure that that
gentleman is going to do the right thing in
this connection?

The PrEnvgeEr: Certainly: there will be no
mine purchased without the consent of the
Governmeit.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hon, gentle-
man_must admit that the provision made in
the Bill leaves an open door that may prove
most dangerous. I am prepared to admit
that a great deal depends upon the man
upon whom is placed. this responsibility. In
suggesting that there should be some limita-
tion upon such powers, I have no desire to
harass or to block the Government. We on
this side have no desire to block the develop-
ment of the mining industry, which has
saved Queensland more than once in the
past I kvow I am not strictly in order in
referring to the matter, but just by way of
illustration 1 may ray that at the present
time there is a great need for gold, and
anything we can do to develop goldmining
will be an important factor in restoring
presperity to this Stato at this critical time.
I hope that, when the Premier roplies, he
will give very much fuller information than
he has given us hitherto. I am not on my
feet to block what 1s proposed, but to ask
that the House should receive the fullest
information from the hon. gentleman or
from some member of the Cabinet, because,
in effect, we are asked, in passing this Bill,
to give a blank cheque fully signed to some-
one who may not be under the control of
this House at all.

Mr. GLEDSON: How many thousand copper

mines do you think there are in North
Queensland ?
Hox. W. H. BARNES: I do not know

how many copper mines therc are in North
Queensland, but I should doubt if there are
anything approaching thousands. I would
ask the hon. member, however, how many
of them have proved to be duffers? In the
light of the past history of the industry, the
greatest care should be taken in connection
with thi« proposal.

The PREMIER: Any money required to be
spent under the Bill will have to be
appropriated by Parliament from year to
year.

Hox. W.
very vivid

H. BARNES: We all have a

recollection  of ‘‘ Unforeseen
Expenditure” coming along for confirma-
tion at a later period. This Government
have shown themselves adepts in connection
with unforeseen expenditure. It is wonder-
ful what they can do under the guise of
“Unforeseen Expenditure.”” The hon. mem-
ber could explain that to-day if he chose.
Apparently, for some rcason or other, the
Premier does not want to give us all the
information.

The Previzr: T will answer overy question
you ask.

How. W. ¥. BARNES: The Speaker
would rule me out of order if T asked ques-
tions on the second reading; but the Premier
should give us the information when he
replies. '

Mr. RIORDAN (Burke): The deputy
leader of the Country party takes objection
to this Government doing anvthing to assist
the mining industry in North Queensland,
but he tock a very prominent part in the
discussion when the Government introduced

Mr. Riordan.]
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a measure here the other day to assist the
farmers by guarantceing them 9s. a bushel
for their wh cat.  The position of the Chil-
lagoe smelters is that the new manager has
been trying to make those “0115 a_  success
without working any other mine but the
Hinasicigh mine. He has tc depend on
prwatelv owned mines, whilst other good
mines could be w orlxed if the Government
have the power, and worked successfully
and beneficially for the State and the State
smelters. A couplc of gougers go out and
try a mine. After they go down o certain
distance they find that thev nced machinery
to develop that mine, but they have no
chance of getiing it, and the Government
cannot work the mine because they have
not the power to purchase under the Act
as it stands. If this amendment is passed,
the Government will be able to assist any
gouger or nomad——as the Opposition refer
to the worksv who has been responsible for
making the Chillagoe fields—by purchasing
those fields from the gougers.

Mr, GLEDSOX :
ore.

Mr. RIORDAN: Or advancing them
moncy on the ore. The Government would
not be in & position to advance them that
money at a time when they may want to
develop the mine by buying machinery. The
Act as it stands is only retarding the pro-
gress of Chillagee, and the whole hobby of
the Opposition, right from the time when
the Bill was first introduced in 19156 or
1916, has been to oppose any moneys going
into. North Queensland at all or assist the

Or paying so much for the

mining industry. While copper was at a
high price, the Upper House, a nominee
Chamber, was responsible for holding up

the Chillagoe Purchase Bill and stopping
the Government from working the smelters
when they could have been worked for five
or six years

Mr. EvrainstoNgE: And saved you a lot
of money in the process.

Mr. Grepsox: We are not talking about
Darra.

Mr. ErpHINsTONE: No. You cannot salk
about Darra, You know nothing about it.

Mr., RIORDAXN: The hon. member for
Oxley scems to be opposed_to mining. The
only thing he scems to sece is fruit or cement
or Qomr“hmg of that kind, just as the
deprity leader of the Oppos mon can see no
further than wheat. Even the leader of the
Opposition has  quite recently become
a httle svmpathetic, although his party was
reaponsible for hanging up the Bill for at
least four or five years. The Government
could work many payable mines on the Ether-
idge ficld which are at present hung up.
Those mines are down 300 or 400 feet, The
individual miner cannot afford to go in
and work mines of that description, but
thev could "be worked vprofitably by the
Government, I do not think that the
manager has embarked on any rash poliey,
and  the purchase of any mime would be
roferred to the Government. I think the
Government will be wise in amending the
Act. and getting this Bill on to the statute-
honk to assist the mining industry, which is
fest dying throughout Queensland.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): I would like
to state that the deputy leader of the
Opposition did not in any way object to the
moneys being spent in North Queensland

[Mr. Riordan.
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in the development of mining, but he did
objoct to the moneys bemg :pmwt without
the information being given to the House,
The money will be spent in the Premier’s
own cleatorate, and no man should be in a
bettor position——

The PrEmMIER : About four or five electorates
are concerned.

Mr. MORGAX: I quite admit that, but
the Promier represents an clectorate con-
corned, and should, I think, have been in a
position to give more information than he
has, and explain to the House what this
33il) really means, The hon. nember who has
just resumed his seat stated that Chillagoc
had not been more wuccessful solely owing
torthe fact that the Einasleigh Mine only is
being worked. That is not borne out by
the Auditor-General's report, which, on page
70, savi—

“ All ore treated at the lecad furnace
has been purchased, fully three-fourths

of which came from one mine, So far
#s lead smelting is concerned, Chillagoe
is, thercfore, practically dependent at
the present time on the ore supplied
from this ene mine.”

Mr. Riompax. Did T net sar that they

were depending on privately owned mines?

Mr. MORGAN : He goes on to say—
¢ Ptatistics submitted by the inspector

indicate that overhead costs are appar-
ently too high to run a proper snelting
plant alone at Chillagoe.”

The argument of Government supporters

goes to show that copper smelting could not
bc run as a success without the lead smelting,
so that the copper propo:ition has not been
a sueccess up to the present, and is not a
payahle proposition with copper at £80 a ton.

The Pnuyvier: It is £87 10z

L REMIER Lus,

Mr. MORGAN: That shows the Govern-
mant are working on a very small margin
50 fu as the copper proposition is concelned
and apparently copper smelting alone in
Chillagoe would not be a success and would
not justify the expenditure incurred. The
Premier also said that all meney would have
to be appropriated each year by Parliament.
Let us look at the Audifor-General’s report,
which shows that it is only a fallacy.

The Premigr: No fallacy at all.

nowW.

Mr. MORGAN :
“ As already stated, the Act appropri-
ates a sum not e‘cceadmn £100,000
towards defraying the initial cost of

unwatering the Wmaslelgh Mine and re-
opening and recommencing the work of
the smclters, etc., and also states that
no sum in excess of the said amount shall
be appropriated except by resolution of
both Houses of Parliament.

“ The balance-sheet shows that at 30th
June the indebtedness to the Treasury

was £202,880 13s. 11d.”
The PRrRewIEr: Parliament was not I
session.

Mr., MORGAN: But the Premier said by
interiection that all money would have to
be appropriated by Parliament.

The PrEMiER: It will, on the KEstimates.

Mr. MORGAN: It seems to me an extra-
ordinary thing that the Minister endeavours
to decoive this House by stating that it is
necessary to appropriate it on the Estimates,
when the Government have shown us, right
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throuzh the whele of their existence, that
there is no nced to take notice of Acts of
Parliament at all. Ther have broken the
law in respeet to this question. The Auditor-
Goeneral justifies them to some extent; but,
notwithstanding that fact, the law has been
broken, and the Promier admits it, We have
on our statute-books an Act of Parliament
which provides that £100.000 is the limit
which could be expended in connection with
this particular work, and if it was found
n<~705§nry that a further sum was required,
the Act provided that it would have to be
appropriated by resolution of both IHouses
of Parliament, so that, as far as any assur-
ance from the Minister is concerncd that
this Bill will not involve unlimited expendi-
ture, I do not think he can be serious in
that contention. T recognise that the
manager cannot expend any money without
the approval of the Minister or the Govern-
ment; but if the manager recommends a
certain  expenditure and the Government
approves of that expenditure, then there is
no limit. I certainly think therc should be
some limit in the Bill. We are placing too
much power in the hands of the manager.
and likewize we are giving too much power
to the Government. We do not know what
smount of monev is likely to be -spent, and
we should know that before we agiee to the
seeond reading of the Bill

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): In copaidering
the proposed amendmeni of the Chillagoce
and Ftheridge Ratlwavs Act we shonld take
into considervation, as far as we possibly can,
all the matters associated with the under-
takine.  Peréonally, I am one of those
individuals who believe that if rou have a
good man running a concern you should give
him his head and not tie him up, as is too
often donc in Government enterprises. This

is an undertaking which the Government
have entered into, and it has to be seen
through. and, if possible at all, made a

profitable venture. Anvone who reads the
Auditor-Genersl's report and goes through
it clogely must come to the conclusion that,
so far, illagoe has proved itself. Tt is
upon its trial ¢till to a certain extent, but, so
far as it has gone, the Auditor-General tells
us pretty plamnly that the underiaking has
proved itself. and having gone so far we
have to go further. On page 70 of his report,
the Auditor-Gleneral saya—

‘A number of our mining properties
were acquired by the Act, but these
propositions are mostly large ones and
require financing. These leases have
remained idle throughout the year, and
there appears no alternative but for them
to <o remain unfil the abovementioned
section of the Aet is repealed or
modified.”

The proposed amendment goes considerably
further than that. as it gives the Govern-
ment power to acquire, whether by purchase,
or lease, or on tribute, or on a royalty basis,
anv mine or mining lands the ore won from
which. in the opinion of the Government,
will further the nrofitable carrving on of the
business referred to in paragraph () hereof,
and to open up. work, and develon such
mine or mining lands, and deliver the ore
obtained therefrom to the smelters and works
aforesaid. That is new business.

The Prexter: You will find that we are
repeating the section, or that part of it
which the Auditor-Genoral calls attention te,
and that amending clause follows.
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Mr. TAYLOR: This is extra power which
the Government are asking for to purchase
further leases or mining properties in addi-
tion to giving the manager power to work
leuses that have been acquired under the
previous agreement.  We all know that
mining is largely a gamble; but the probabili-
ties arc that with careful management, such
as we arc cvidently getbting at the present
time, we shall benefit from the tremendous
amount of money that has been lost in Chil-
Ligoe by these who previously undertook the
running of those works. We find that the
carnings on the railway for the past vear
exceeded that of the previous year by £30,000.
This is a very fine increase in the earnines of
the railwav, and we must take that matter
into consideration when deciding whether wo
should agree to this propesed amendment or
not.  Then, as regards the smelting of ore.
we are told specifically in the report that had
1t not been for the purchase of that ore the
smelters for a very considerable time would
remained idle. We learn from the
ditor-General’s report that the manager
made advances on the ore bofore he actually
received the ore.  Of course, that requires
a man who knows his business, and we find
in this particular instance that he has under-
advanced to the amount of £2.403. showing
that he took a very conservetive estimate of
the value of the ore he was treating. and
had in his eve the safecuarding of the
ntorests of the State. We are told by the
general manager in his report thut the fixed
aseste, which were valued at £104.000. could
net be pluced in o present state of efficicncy
for less th double that amount at the
present time.  Then we are also told by
the Auditor-General that the ore which thev
have in stock has been underestimated, so
that the fizures in conncction with the sale
of that ore should show an inerrased return.
With repard to the probahilities of the
motal market in the future, none of us can
tell what is going to happen. It is a matter
of speculation as to what the future will
bring forth with regard to metal: but anyone
who takes a broadminded outlook of the
position in the world to-dav might in some
directions—probably in many directions—
come to the conclusion that there are going to
be falls in the values of motal. Probably that
will be c0 in connection with tin. but. so far
as copper and other minerals of like nature
are concerned, T do not think for many vears
to come they are poing to ret down to a non-
navable velua,  If thev do we will simnly
have to face the position. We are in this
Chillagoe business, and will have to see i
threueh, and do evervthing we poseibly can
fo make it a surcess, With recard to State
enterprises generally, T take it that if the
Government can demonstrate that anv par-
ticnlar industry  or avoeation is  heine
neglectod to the detriment of the neople of
the State. there is iustifieation for them
entering intn that industry. We all know
so far =s Chillagoe is concernad. that had
not the Queensland Government came along
at tho time this propertv was offered to
them and taken up this narticular activity,
the probabilities are there would have
heen a tremendous slump in North Queens-
land. T have always been 2 “barracker” for
Nerth Quesnsland. 1 believe in the potenti-
alities of North Queensland. and T believe
for manv years past the North, has been
neglected, and if it had onlv had a chance
of forming its own Government and carrying

Mr. Taylor.]
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on its own industries it would have been a
better North Qucensland to-day than is the
case. I certainly think we should give
sympathetic consideration to this Bill. We
have a good manager, and 1 wish to sar to
the Pmmmr that if he is satisfied the
manager is a good man then give him his
head, and let him carry out “this venture
to what wo all hope will be a successful
issue.

Mr. BELPI \TQTO\T
hon. member for Burke was on his feet he
seemed  to create the impression that the
fon at all times oppmod this Chilla-
l'mo If he took the trouble to read
during  the psssage of this
in tho voar 1918, he would find that
there were several members of the Opposition
who eave this measure their ble sing.  The
position we find ourselves in to- da" 15 this:
That this venture has been undertaken.
Seven hunched thousand pounds have been
spent on it, an lf a proposal comes forward
which is good lll iness and shows that certain
steps should be taken tn wmake ¢ venfure
a pavable and businesclike plopo*,i on, then
I say no member on this side of the Chamber
is going to oppose it. There seem to be four
queries in connection with this proposal. One
is: Are the deposiis there? And from infor-
mation obtained from these who know more
about that neighbourhood than I do it seems
to be quite evident that they are there. The
second is: Is the price of copper likelv to be
maintained ? which, of course, is the crux of
the whole situation, As the hon. member for
Windsor has said, if we are going to hold
up the whole of our industries on account of
the um’mhm’rv of the future of copper, we
are not going to make any headway at all.
At the saiue time, we are quite justified in
going on in rcasonable anticipation that the
price is going to be reasonably maintained.
The third pomt is this: Can the Government
manage this enterprise? Having met Mr.
Godomd I haye formed the opinion that he
18 a man who Is quite capable of successfully
managing this enterprise.  One of the
qu“hmes e seems to possess i3 the will power
and the confidence which enable him to
refuse dictation from anyone, and that is the
main qualification which is necessary for the
management of any State enterprise. The
last point is: Are the Jabour conditions in
the North going to permit of this being
successfully conducted? To-day the position
is fairly favourable in that regard, but it
is not very long ago since the Chillagoe
smelters were very adversely placed in that
direction.  Without W1°h1ng to throw any
cold water on this pronosxtlon I purpose
reading from the remarks of Mr. Quilty, who
is the dl:‘rnct organiser of the Australian
Workers’” Union, rcr*ardm(* the smelters, in
a report which he made—

‘“ Notwithstanding that the wmanage-
ment of Chlllam)e and Einasleigh had
voluntarily coneeded an all- round Increase
of 2s. per day, and in some instances
more, together with other improved con-
diticns, celtam persons, unfortunately
members of the union, would seem to
have been pursuing a vendetta against
the State management there. Several
attempts have been made to stop the
Chillagoe smelters, and were only frus-
trated by the v1g11cnce of members there,

. The management complained
that mining npcratlons were being
carried on at a dead loss there as a result
of a ‘slow down’ in operation, and

[Mr. Taylor.
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instanced the fact that, whereas the pro-
duction was 80 tons per day for eighty
men under private onterprls prior to
cle 1n0 down 120 men were then only
producing 40 tons per day, or only about
ono-third of what it was formerly. The
management dismissed eleven of those
whom 1s complained were ‘slowing
down.””’
It is gratifring that the manager of this
enterprise is sirong-minded enough to see
where the trouble is, and to ecarry out his
duty. I would suggest to the Minister in
charge of the Bill, and the manager of the
cnterprise, that tho consider whether it is
not posﬂblc to develop some co-operative
plmmple whereby the operatives at Chillagoe
can be brought in on a co-oparative basw
One of the great troubles is in getting
married nien to reside there, and we should
cncourage the U'gh'f type of men, and make
Chillagos one of the largest, instead of one
smallest electorates.
The Previrr: 1 can assure rou it is not

of ih(

the smallest, it is one of the largest; ib is
16.000 square miles in arca.
Mr. ELPHINSTONE: As far as gum

it is one of the largest,

and

trees are concerned,
but we want to represent human beings,
nm gum treos, In view of the possibility
Jobour conditions being adverse, and that ’r}ve
success of Chillagoe depends, to a large
extent, upon a contented labour element, it
teems to me there is a chance for the Govern-
mont to pnt into operation somc scheme
which would bring out the best which is in
human nature, rather than those ulterior
motives which have been evidenced by what
ha m)r\hed in p‘]i]h\goa a few months back.
Wkhile on this peint, T would like to touch
upon one of the reasons why Chillagoe has

w0 far succeeded. Tt seemed to me that a
low capitalisation has been placed upon_the
smelters.  In that regard, one js forced to
comment upon the hwh valvation which is
being placed upon the Chillagoe Railway.
It seems to me that it would have been
a much fairer proposition if the experts of
both secctions. having arrived at what they
considered a reasonable valuation, had
divided the margin which ~was left pro rata
Letween the t‘xo Undmtﬂ\mgs, but the Pre-
mier. in rather an arbitrary manner, has allo-
cated the whole difference to the railwavs,
and left the smelters with the value which
the manager has put upon them. Secing that
the financial success of Chillagoe to a certain

_extent depends upon the capital employed

in it, it seems to me rather unfair to allo-
cate to the railwav the £160,000 which was
unallotted. 1 would ask the Premier if an
independent valuation was made on the
Chillagoe proposition other than that made
by the manager?

The Premier: The only valuation made
was made bv the Railway Department.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : Is it fair to assume
that these engineers are premdlr‘eu in favour
of the railwavs? TIf theve is anv doubt abong
it, wh¥ not have an independent valuation
madn of the smelters. Tf the Commissioner
for Railways knows. for the sake of argu-
ment, that he has been muleted in that
£160.000 of cost for which he does not claim
to have any asset. it stands to reasom it
must dim, to a large extent, his enthusiasm
in this particular enterprise. Fle 1s judging
the value of the Chillagos Railwav upon the
valuation of his own experts. I contend that
the position could be well met by having
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an independent valuation made of the
smelters; or, in the alternative, dividing
the difference of £160,000 pro ratd between
the two ventures on the basis of their
criginal valuation,

Passing on, the only" criticism that I can
launch on this venture is in regard to the
unlimited extcnsion which the Government is
asking in conuection with the expenditure
on this mine proposition. When this mea-
sure was before the House in 1918, there was
a limit to the expenditure of £100,000. Now,
instead of bringing forward another reason-
able limit, the Government is asking us to
give them an open cheque. That is totally
undesirable, and, in my opinion, the only
criticism that one can reasonably launch at
this measure. If the Government had asked

for another £100.000, we would then have "

secen that therc was rome limit. The Pre-
mier must not wonder at us launching this
eriticism, berause in times past he has given
us plenty of opportunity for forming the
opinion we have formed to-day—that it is
most undesirable to give the Government
carte blanche in the expenditure of money.

To summarise the whole situation, it seems
to me that this measure should receive our
support. because the mineral production in
Queensland is on the wane, and anything
that we can do to resuscitate it should most
assuredly receive our support. The second
point i3 that the unpopulated North is
becoming & matter which is giving us very
grave concern. and anything that we can do
to bring population to the North deserves our
consideration. Tt i3 comforting to see that
there are about 1,000 men at present engaged
directly or indircetly in connection with this
Chillagoe promnosition, and if the opening up
of thesa sdditional raines is going to double
that population. T am sure everr hou. mem-
ber wiil be delighted to see it. The third
point is that it is not sane business to go on
attempting to run smelters, unless vou have
got materinl to keep them goine, and there
is no argument that c=n be advanced against
this proposition, evcept the one T have made.
Ancther thing =hich gives us satisfaction is
the fret that we have a goed man in charge.
T am =ure that 21l of uws who have come in
contect with Mr. Qoddard must appreciate
the fact that he is a man who knows his

businees,

Another matter which T want to touch upon
i= the coke sunplies in connection with the
Chillngoe  smelters, Tt is  obvious that
sucerss nt Chillagoe has been interfered with
up to the present hv the disturbance which
has taken placo in shinnine. which has inter-
fored with supplies. T, therefore. look with
great hapniness to the advent of coke sup-
plies cominz forward from Bowen. In this
connecction. T hone the Government will keep
right in the forefront of their programme the
necossity of installing some coke ovens and
soma coke #nd coal hsrdling apparatuz in
Rowen, so that the Chillagen smelters will
not b interfered with in the future with
rezard to coke supplies. The Bowen Rail-
wav is getfing near complotion, but nothing
is being done. as far as T am aware. with
regard to havine coke and coal handling
appliances installed. )

Mr. Cozuins: We are well able to look
affer Bowen withont your help.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: We are asked to
help the Government with propositions and
suggestions, and when this session opened
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the Premier stressed the point that he was
looking to the Opposition to help him in
this time of stress and strein. When I
make a suggestion which, in m¥ cpinion,
is worthy of cousideration, tie hon. member
for Bowen thinks he is the only one capable
of having any knowledge with regard to
his electorate. I probably know as much
about Bowen as the hon. member does, but
I do not talk so much about it. In spite
of that interjection, I contend that is a
matter which the Government wants to keep
before them. A whisper has come to my
car that the Government may, in the mear
future, be considering some proposition for
the erection of coke and coal handling
appliances from a certain Southern house,
which would be prepared to take debentures
in part payment of the Government’'s obli-
gation. There may be business in that;
but what I want to ask the Government is
not to scize at the first opportunity that
presents itself in that regard. There may
be half a dozen houses prepared to take
debentures in connection with the purchase
of these appliances and other plant; so I
suggest to the Premier that he search round
and invite others to tender prices, so that
the best and cheapest scheme may be accepted
in the end.

With these few comments I wish the
measure success, and all I regret is that
the Premier is asking for a blank cheque
in this matter when it would be much more
acceptable had the amount been limited to
£100,000. ]

Mr. SWAVYNE (Mirans): I do not wish
to oppose the sccond reading of the Bill,
because, as a northerner, nobody is better
aware than I am of the great danger to
Australia that lies in an ompty North. At
the same time I think the House must
recognise that wvery considerable powers are
asked for by the Government in this measure.
T am not going to read the clause in full,
©s it has alrcady been «dealt with, but one
of the clauses savs—

“To acquire, whether by purchase, or
lease, or on tribute, or on a royalty basis,
any mine or mining lands,”

and so on. I would like to point out that,
in transactions where large sums of money
are concerned. there should be some check.
With regard to railways, or any other publie
works in which the cost is likeir to exceed
£5,000, there is a Commission of inguiry
to report on them, and as regards the prin-
cipal Act which we are now amcading there
is, =s the Auditor-General points out, a

limis of £100000. My suggestion that,
when we go into Committee, a proviso be

insorted roguiring that, before any under-
taking is gone on with which would centail
an expenditure of over £100,600, the House
ba copsulted. In this comnection my mind
runs beck to 1914, when some sugar-mill
legislation was passed which required that
when certain propositions were submitted,

Parliament should have an opportunity
of pronouncing an opipion upon same;
and I take it that the sugar industry is

rot quite so unstable as the mining industry.

T would like to quote the following figures
from a paper published to-day, showing how
copper and lead are likely to fluctuate. On
ond January copper was worth £116 0z bd.
per ton. On the 29th of Jast monta it was
down to £77 7s. 6d. On 2nd January lead
was worth £45 1Bs. per ton, and on 29th
November it was down to £25 10s. per ton,

M r. Swayne.]
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I just mentiored this to show what risks
there are in connection with mining.

Furthermore, we must not forget that the
electors of Queenszland on two occasions have
lately pronounced an cmphatic objection to
the principle of State enterprise; so,
although I am not opposing the second read-
ing of this Bill, T icertainly think e
Government should be open to reason.

I think they would be well advised if they
included in the Act, when it went into
Committee, a provision such as I have out-
lined, which, I think, on bchalf of the
taxpayers of Queensland, is only a fair thing.

Mr. GREEN (Zownsvill:): It is very
refreshing to hear the remarks of hon. mem-
bers cn both sides of the House regarding
tho development of North Queensland and
the necessity for populating its vast empty
spaces. This measure certainly appeals to
me as a northerner, In accordance with
the Auditor-General’s report, the Chillagose
and Etheridge Railways Act of 1918 author-
ised the Government to acquire certsin assets
amounting to the sum of £701,000. It is a
question whether we are going to allow that
capital practically to lie idle, or arc we
going to allow a manager, who has proved
his capabilities, as evidenced by the Auditor-
Gencral’s report, to further develop the
works, which, so far, he has idtﬁfaotorx,
carried out. Yet, under the proxmom of
that Act, we also find that he is bound by
certain provisions., and he has found if
necessary to t those provisions in a
certain regard. The question arises whether
it is not far bettm to amend those provisions
of the Act, in order to give him wider scope
to manifest hiz ability as a manager, in
order to make the undertaking more 1')10ﬁt—
able and give employment to men requiring
it. We know there will be a large number
of men requiring employmeut, as many of
our railway construction works are closing
down, and this might be a means of supply-
ing cmployment to many of them. The
development of the mining industry in
North Queensland. and Queensland as a
whole, has been sadly neglected. Perhaps
industrial troubles have had something to

=

do with the closing down of the mines; but-

regretted to hear the Premier
little woncy was being

I certainly
interject that very

spent in Qucensland on mining.
Very

The

moncy.

PREMIER : little Government

GREEN

. I regret that that
infcry g 3 ary, and ‘that the
Government is not spending more monev in
dem’opm’* the rich vast mineral vesources
of this great State. which, from one end to
the other, is a vast mineral field. with rich
depesits of all clas of mincrals. goms. and
valuable ores. and yet we find the Govern-
ment :pond,mr very little monev in opening

up and developing the induvtry at the
present fime.  Unfortunately, c: Lpltal from
ou » Is not attracted to Quecnsland in

connection with mining investments: partly,
perhaps, because of industrial troubles, and
becauze of the fluctuation in the price of

mietals, Flenee we find in to-dav’s “ Tele-
graph’” a revort headed “ Rare Metalr, Plea
for North (“n:’f‘mland MMines, This plea
comes, not froin anx labour unions or the

unemplored. but from the Chambers of Com-

merce in Cairns nd other parts of North
Queensland. It say
““That this ehambor approach the

[Mr. Swayne.
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Commonwealth Government with a pro-
position that we have in view—namely,
the taking over of the propmtlos of the
late Thermo Company, and in doing wso,
seck the aid and support of other. Cham-
bers of Commerce throughout Australia.’
Such  was the substance of a motion
carried at a special meeting of the
Cairns  Chamber of Comunerce, after
hearing Mr. F. G. Brown speak on the
rare metals of the back country and their
great importance as a national asset.

“Mr., Brown seid: ¢ The late Thermo
Company owned twentv-six leases, with a
total area of over 200 acrce. Briefly,
since January, 1917 they have spent
£357,000 and paid 1n wages £133,000.
From May, 1918, to Riarch, 1920, they
sent £214,000 worth of metal away. The
company preduced from April, 1817, to
MMarch, 1920, £61,000 worth of metal from
their own mines. This must not be taken
as a criterion of what the mines can pro-
duce, because during that time they were
installing the whole of their machinery.
They never got to the true producing
stage until March this year, when they
closed down.”

I might interpolate here that I belicve the
(xovernment in bringing f')rva]d this mea-
sure and obtaining power to purchase mines
arc cndomolum(* to pte\ent mines, which
would be a parable proposition -and would
astist in the carrying on of the Chillagoe

snlo]ting works, from closing down, This
report proceeds—
“The amount preduced that month,

if 1t had been kept up during the yeer,
would have dmountod in twelve months
to more than was produced in the previous
thive woars.

“The Wolfram and XMount Cuthbers
mines are considered to be the finest

group of mines of their class in the
wor'd. I have bheen in communication
with Londen, but the mein objection in
London was the uncertainty of the labour
market. T then tried the State (Govern-
ment, and Mr., Theodore said the Trea-
sury was emptv. The mattor has heen
r,ulced hefore the Prime 13 or, and he

15 considering the quetion. My desire
is to try to save a national industry, that
should be of valus when war breaks
out. Probably the Commopwealth Go-
verament could get the properties for
under £100,000.  If thesy bhought them
to-day and did nothinr till war comes,
it would be an insurance.” ”

If thiz Bill will assist in opening up such
mines as thc e, and will develop the mineral
resources of the State, as well as enable the
general manager to nmkc a success of this
venture, -with the result that the ompty
spaces of North Queensland will be populated,
we should give 1t our support, and sce that
it is carried through this House.

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): T want to say
two or thnr words before this Bill goes
through. 1 recognise the ()npr)cmoﬂ ought
’m be congratulated on supporting such a

easure. There is one feature of the Bill,
at anv rate, which has not been touched upon,
and that is that up to date the Government
h‘n‘o not made any provision for finding new

hows”? in the Chill agoe district; and the
mclusmn of this punmp]o in the original Act
by means of this Bill is golng to give an
opportunity to the gougers of that district to
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Chillagoe were being
or ten years from
to-day, there 1, ample provision in the
original Act introduced in 1913: but Chil-
lagoe is a concern which will probably be
going for another (ifty or sixtv years—and I
hope longer—and there js no provision made
to give ore supplies to Chillagoe after the
present mines owned by the late Chillagoe
Company have petered out. The Govern-
ment are drawing practically all their sup-
phc, of copper ore from the Hinasleigh, one
of the “shows’ of the Chillagoe C'ompany,
aud when that mine peters out, there is a
ility that the Government will have no
copper ore to go on to—at least, not
larze quantity very handy to the

Always the custom has been on
mining fields to encourage the pm~pe<‘tor or
gouger by giving him some assistanc I
know if the Government had not madc pro-
visicn by means of thls Biil to pmcha;e other

find new °‘ shows.

run for. perhaps, five

a very
smoltma

mines, no matter what ¢ shows dis-
covered by the gouger in the vic nity of
Chillagoe, they could not have been pur-
chased by the Government. For instance,

the Government are drawing about 100 tons
of ore a day from Einasleigh. If gougers
were sucenssful in finding large high-grade
copper *“ shows” very much ncarer than Einas-
leigh—which is 100 milss away—the Govern-
ment, unless they had this power, would not
he able to buy those ‘“shows’ and conse-
quently no provision would have been made
for the future of the Chillagoe field. For
that reason alone I hope the Bill will be
passed, as T fenl sure it will. I would like
to say, too that in my opinion the gouger is
the naker of all 1ng ﬁtl( the gouger
or prospector, swwhether it be copper mining,
gold rmining, or any other kind of mining
field in Australia, is the man Who has made
the ficld, beeav in the fir:t place, he is
the raan who has gone out and m"urrod hard-
ships in order to find the ¢ shows” It i
seary to encourage that type of man. It
is neeossary further, because, as i3 instanced
in the case of Chillagoe, every ton of ore
tuken out of the ground leaves a ton of ore
5 which cannot be replaced. Tt is different
heat farming or pumpkin growing, in
rou can take a crop off the land this
and get another next year. 1t is not

=

])E)s ible to get a_second crop of metal out
of the

ground. It is necessary to keep on
aging men to ﬁrd new “shows.”” There
1~, no doubr there are large numbers of new
i ” in the Chillagoe and Cloncurry
I should say there are almost as
many in the Chillagoe as in the Cloncurry
district, and that is saving a good deal.
Ample opportunity should be given to every-
beds who desires to go ont and look for
thoae shows, It is a job that entails a con-
siderable amount of hardship, and very fow
men will be found prepared to do it. T believe
the industry ought to be encouraded not only
because it will give additional oppmtumtles
to the gouger, but because in North Queens-
land copper mining means more for the man
who fellows up mining work than the old gold
mines. It is truc that most of the cld mines
which steod by Queensland when the seasons
failed and crops were poor are not now
being worked. That i emphasised when one
looks at the position of Gywipie and Charters
Towers, and—going to the other States—at
Kalgoorlic and Boulder City, in Western
Australia, which have declined until they
have only a few men working on tribute, and
in conditions under which men should not
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be called upon to work. In Charters Towers
and Gympie the heat and dust have been a
continual burden to the State Insurance
Office, in connection with payments on account
of miner’s phthisis. That is the actual loss
in money to the State. The actual loss in
life. which cannot be computed, is some-
thing encrinsus. 1 think every encourage-
ment should be given to copper mining,
because copper mining s going to be the
mining of the Ln‘rurOWCOpw‘r and silver-lead
mining—but psrticularly eopper mining:
because cop p\1 mining means no hardship on
With the

the men working undcrground.
exception of one or two, the copper mines of
Queecnsland are very comfortable places in

>

which to work. The silver-lead ‘‘ shows” are
not so comfortable. The decper gold mines
in Queensland are damnably ruinous to the
health of most men I hope in both
Chambers this Bill is going to have a speedy

passage, so as to ensurc the success of this
industry.
Mr. FLETCHER (Port Curtis): I do not

pose as & mining man, neither am I conver-
sant with the Chlllavoe mines or the Chillagoe
d]atrlCt, I only propcse to deal

[6 pom.] with the question from a busi-
ress polnt of view. It scems
to me that there should bhe a limit

Government’s powers of pur-
chasing or kaﬂng mines. I think the Bill
gives altogether too much scope to the
Governmmt. We have evidence of that in
a number of enforprises that they have
undertaken without the consent of Parlia-
ment. and which have not proved siceessiul.
As an instance, I might quote the Hamllton
1d Storce, which 1 believe will prove a
white clephant, and which will cost something
like a quarter of a million. I do not wish
to oppose the measure, because, on the face
of it, it scems all right; but there should
really be a limit placed on the Government’s
powers of expenditure, and to-morrow, in
Committee, I propose to move an amendment
to that effect.

The PreaiEr: We are going into Commit-
tec straight away.

Mr. FLETCHER: Ancther thing I would
like to =ay Is thdt all the markets of the
world scem to be more or less slumping
and if one covnmodlty slumps permanently
other commodities will fall into line with that
commodity. Ther efore I think Lhat we should
ho very careful in the matter of purchasing

placed on the

The Covernment would be better
o if thev lease shows for a limited
pericd {nstead of purchasing them outright,
or thew should work mines on the
g or tributo system, as under either of

‘ter methods thev are likely to lose
less in the event of a slump. I do not wish
to hinder the smelters going ahead, but

veally it is necessary that some limit should

be placed on the expenditure.

The PrrviEr: That may be necessary with
(thor Governments, but 1t does not matter
tnuch under this Government,

Ay, FLETCHER . The present Govenment
have undertaken a lot of unsound ventures
that posterity will have to pay for, and past
expericnce shows that it is necessary that
we should limit the powers of expenditure
as much as possible,

Mr. COLLINS: It is quite refreshmg this
afterncon to hear members of the National

Mr. Collins.]

k1e)
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party praising this Chillagoe venture. Evi-
dently our propaganda work is making good
progress amongst them. The hon. member
for Oxley praised it, and so did the hon.
member for Windsor and the hon. member
for Townsville. We all know that in 1918,
when the 011g1na1 Bill was going thlough
Parliament, there was considerable opposition
to the proposal of the Government to take over
the big Chililagoe scheme. I was one of those
who supported that scheme both in Parlia-
ment and out of Parliament. Quite rccently
during the eclection campaign 1 pointed out
that this was the one really big thing that the
Government had done in Queensland, and I
said that it required big minds to grasp the
big things that this Government are doing.
It is therefore quite refreshing this after
noon to find three or four members on the
other side whose minds arc developing in
the direction of supporting State enterprises.

M. ErpeiNsTONE: It shows how broad-
minded we are. (Laughter.)

LIr. COLLINS: I can understand the
change that is coming over them. They have
to be consistent to some extent. They have
been quoting from the Auditor-General’s
report. which they were very anxious to get.
They have quoted certain passages from that
report which suit themselves, and I intend
to get a passage from that report into
“ Hansard ”’ which hon. members opposite
have not quoted. But before I read the
guotation I want to draw the attention of
the House to a remark made by the hon.
member for Oxley, who asked, *“Can the
Government manage this enterprise?’ Then
he went on to say that he believed that
they could not, He led the House to bilieve
that he had met the general manazer, and
he gave that gentleman the credit for the
work that has baen done at Chillagoe, whereas
he shorld give the Government the credis
for fhat work.

. JALVUINSTONE :

No hope.

Rir. COLLINS: We are told that the
creator is trreitor than the created, and it
was this Labour Government that created

Mr, Goddard. {Opposition laughter.) They

7')mn1“J him to his present position. Mr.
(xox]clm d might not have had the samc chanee,
under private enterpr to develop his brain
power and his organising ability that he has
had under State control,  The passage
wish te quote from the Auwditor-Generals
repert will b found con page Tl—

¢ CHILLAGOE TUNDERTAXKINGS.

‘ Fares and freights p ayeble to the
Tz‘ulv» v Department by the State Smel-
to" the 30th June 1 amounted to
0.109 2s. 2d.. and the revenus at the
oc Railway Stetion for the past
ceceeded that of the previcus year
out £30,000.
cmplore

on tl June pav-sheets
ved 563, o ther 500
s are omp]oxed in otly at other
tting firewood, cte., so that
imed that fvlly 1.600 persons
actively engaged in preduction as a
re<ult of the operations at Chillagoe and
Rinasleigh.
“The following factors undoubtedly
contributed to the success of the under-
t vking during the period under review :—
(1) The low purchase cost together
mfh the moderate outlay incurred in
placing the whele concern on a working
basis.

[Mr. Collins.
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(2) The organisation in respect to ore
supphes and improvements effected in
dealing with the same.

() The efficient administration in
respect to labour,
(4) The effective = costing  system

applied in the working of the concern.
(6) Tho satisfactory prices of metals
during the period under review.
(6) The exceptional ability of the
general manager.

‘“ After a careful study of the balance-
sheet and a general view of the whole
position, I am of opinion that, provided
metals maintain reasonable prices, and
that the undertaking receives fair treat-
ment, the Chillagoe proposition has every
indication of proving a success.”

If hon. members opposite arc honest, they
will admit that, when they were ducu;smg
the principal Act in 1918, they said it was
not going to be a success. Now they have
changed their tune on the strength of the
Auditor- General’s report. Coke @upphes are
mentioned in that report, and Jvere also
mentioned by the hon. member for Oxley.
I would remind that hon. member that the
Government are doing something for the
development of the mining 1ndustrd« in North
Qucensiand by providing supplies of coke.
I am surprised at the hon. member for
Towna\llle not knowing that thcusands of
pounds are being spent in the development
of a State coalmine on the Bowen coalfield,
with a view, when the railway reaches the
coallield, of rno\ldmg cheap coke; not only
for Mowunt ’\«Iowan as the hon. member for
Mount Morgan said, but also cheap coke for

“hill lfms This Goxelnmnnt are

are ta l{lng th n(‘(‘eimﬂ v steps
the e'ect'on of coko ovens and
building of a new wharf 2t Bowen,
ind they are \lﬂu ¢ everything that it is
po: 1!10 for any ovezvlmont to do to ausxii
in the development of the Chillagoe and
Etheridge districts as well as the whole of
North Quoo‘ sitand, T sunpose I know just as
much aboub the Chillzgee and Etheridge dis-
tricts as any man in this Hou because for
five years I was organising that part
ensland and visited most of the mining

must  have

Hon.
frightenced the people out of the distriet.
(Laughter.)

W. M. Barxes: You

afr. COLLINS: I did not frighten the
noople vut of the distriet. It was the hon.
member’s Government them out
— (langliter)—and it is this rement. who

have rostored the districk and are building
it up 1 placing it in its proper position
as a werlth-producing centre.  (Hear, hear!)
i the hon. member for Bulimba
w} ther during his ccsupancy of the Treasury

benehes he ever Latabu\hed anyv onp industry
thet f)wnd employment for 1,000 peoﬁ]e"
Ym‘. uccommg to the ynotation T bave just
resd frowm the Auditor-General’s report, 500
pereens are being emploved dirvectly by the
Chillagoe concern and over 500 othevs are
heing cmployed indirectly. That is to say,
over luOO persons are ﬁndlnrr work in an
industry w hich stands to the credit of this
Labhour Government. And the more the
people of Queensland know about the big
things this Government are doing, the better
for this Government. Let us leave the little
things for the hon. members opposite, because
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they have small minds, and the resul of their
dealing with little things is that they have
been able to get the numbers on the Opposi-
tion benches that they have at the present
time. The people in the South, where they
had most of their victories, were not able
to ‘grasp the big things this ‘Government arc
doing with regard to the sattlement of North
Quecnaland and the development of Queens-
land generally. (Hear, hear!)

The PREMIER: There is very little to
reply to in the debate which has taken place.
The deputy leader of the Opposition and the
leader of the Nationalist party asked certain
questions, most of which have been traversed
by other speakers on beth sides of the
House, who have in g‘rcat part given the
information required. I should like to quote
from an interview with Mr. Thomas Glassey,
published in the “ Courier’” a few days ago,
which T think gives an impartial view of the
Chillagoe enterprlse and is apropos to this
discussion. The  Courier” SAYS—

“Mr. Thomas Glassey, who for many

ars has been closely identified with

min iing  matters, both in his private
capacity and as a former member of the
Queensland Legislative Assembly, and an
ex-Senator, has just returned from a visit

to North Queensland. While in the
North he spent a week at Chillagoe, and
took the opportunity of getting into
touch with the State Chillagoe mining
works and the State smelters at Kinas-
leigh. For four days in succession he was
shown over the Chillagoe works, about
the success of which he had not been
imi Speaking to a ‘Courier’
representative, Mr. Glassey said: ‘1 was
amooalﬂv surprised to find everything
=rr‘or>fhlv and apparently
#3 I may say that I am not a
\u‘j}’}')l‘tf“r of the Government, nor am [
asking anything from the Government.””

Mr. F. A, Coorer: He
attit udo over that.

The PREMIER—

¢ I have no axe fo grind in the moatter.
But I must say that the last thing a
sfranger wo Suld obsarve 1z amny evidence

of Government contsnl shout the works.

has changed his

That s what pleased me more than
anything.”

Tion. W. IL Q‘PNWS' suggostive,

is it not? (‘cn'wu] apparently,

ider 1‘5 frood

Of course, M
cexporience te enterprise
uu‘mg the time of the
\'\" h his experience of Stafo
Govr‘u ent, he ix

he does not cons

PRI

G’IS\«OV added thet great credit
e manager (Mr. Goddard),
W i3 u\’i(’\onﬂf: 3 man of censidevable
ability, and who, like Mr. Andrew
Cmmmm }ua the happ v knack of getting
the right men avound him to con:hitute
his staff. Upon one point, however, Mr.,
Glassey lay 5, and that is that the
managenent is greatly hawmpered by lack
of & constant supply of ore. The Btate
iing at Finasleigh—kvown as the
icigh Copper Mine—and this is the
mine thai the Pm‘nluso Act allows
the Gox emmont to work. It 1s regarded
as incrcasingly necessary that all fluxes
should bo obtained dirvectly by *ho smelter
management, and to do that flux mines
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must be worked. The Hinasleigh mine
is 102 miles by rail from Almaden, and
120 miles by rail from the smelters.
There are abcut 1,000 men iy
indircetly dependent on this State ven-
ture, and Mr. Glassey regards it as essen-
tial to the success of it that a continuous
supply of ore, and of coke at a reason-
able price, should be assured to the
management.”’

There is an honest and unsolicited testimony
from a man who is connected with mining,
and is, I think, competent to spealk on the
situation, and eoveryone who knows copper
and who knows the Chillagoe proposition
acknowledgss that, provided the enterprise
has a fair deal with a recasonable field of
operations, the manager can make a success
of it. Of course, it all depends to some
extent on metal prices. Neither Chillagoe
nor any other enterprise, no matter how Wf\ll
it mmnged can be a success if the price
realised for the product is less than a profit-
able price; but the expectation is that,
although copper and metals of that kind will
ﬂllctl[ut“ in price for some time to come,
they will retain a reasonable level—a le\rel
sufhuens to enable Chillagoe and other min-
ing propositions in Queensl wnd to carry on
ploﬁ‘rab My own opinion is that, although
the price has s]umpod during the last week
or two rather sericusly, it is only the result
of more or less obvious operatlons on the

[,

part of those who ‘“bear’” the market, and
there is bound to be a recovery. That is
also the opinion of scme of the mining

authorities, published in the papers recently.
And I think that if the price of electrolytic
(oppor keeps over £80 per ton, Chillagoe can
be run successfully, but, perhaps. not other-
wise—that i, unless the cost of mining came
down in provortion to ¢ rduction 1n the
price below £80. Of cou years ago—up
till about 1914—copper mines were worked
siccessfully in Quecrsland and other parts of
Australia when the average price was nob
more than £65, and even not so much. Min-
ing cost us much less then than to- day. and
vet. with a diminishing cost of colee and
meterials required and no increase in wages,
possibly it would pay even now to work
per at less than £80 a ton. Bub that Is
mere conjecture. One cannot say what the
copper market will be, but if the marke
dors suffer such o slump that the enterprise
cannot he carried on profitablv. the enter-
prise will not be cavried on. It hes to be
run as a commercial undertaking, and cennot
Le run under conditions whizh wwonld require

heavy subsidies from tho consolidated re-
venue. I can lay that down clearls. It must
be run as a commercial provosition; it must

rot be a heavily losing proposition to the
State.

I do not think it is nccessary for e to
quote the various paragraj )h; of the Auditor-
General’s renort again, but I r nd hon.
members that it is distinetly favourable to the
enterprise. Fle compliments the managemmens.
He refers to the artificial limitstion placed
bx the Act upon the ror in the matt
of expenditure, and nis out whatb
factors mntr;b\nod to the sueerss of the enter-
prise.  That brings me to the point raised
by the leader nf the Nationalist pdrfv and
touched upon also by the hon. member for
Port Curtis—the questxon whether the House
should be asked to give practically carte
blanche to thé manager of the works, and
to that extent allow Parliament to lose con-
trol of the enterprise. I am not asking that,

Hon. E. G. Theodore.]
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and tho Bill does not provide for that. All
the Bill does is to remove the artificial limi-
tdtlon in the original Act as to capital. It
does not remove the control from Parlia-
ment, and whatever money is required by
the manager, whether {0 carry on or to
extoﬂd the entuprlse, he must get authority
for spending it from Parliament tmo&\t'h thoe
proper Alinister. An amount mu-t be pl'med
on the Hstimates. The hon. member for
Bulimba said when I interjected that that
was not much safeguard, because there were

ell known means of evading the necessiiy
hv charging any amount to unforesesn expen-
diture. There is, as a matter of fact, no
means of evading the Government’s re pon~
sibility. Whether the e‘:pendltme is incurred
first and charged to unforeseen expenditure
moanwhile, or whether appropriations arve
asked for as required, the amount must be
appropriated by Parliament, and if the Go-
vernment 2ave the manager authority to
spend a large sum of money they would have
to come to Parliament anyhow to ask for
authority, even if it were chaxged to unfore-
seen expenditure in the meanwhile. The
opportunity is given to members of Parlia-
ment to criticise or castigate the Government
if they have done anything wrong in that
respcct.

My, Moore:
the moncy

That is not much good after
is spent.

The PREMIER: At an» 1y rate, the money
has to (’ome before Parliament. I am not
saying that we are going to finanes the
enterprise Al\e that—that we are going to
coma to Yarliament to ask for valid lation
of L_mr”oxﬂ«f‘n cxpenditure. We are going
to finance it by uskmw for so much money
on the F:tinates.

Hon. W. ¥, Bapxzms
this year?

T}h PRTIMIER:

a definite sumn,

you doing that

Yws, we are asking for
which will be found on the
Estimates. ut it s np argument to say
that we cun cvade our 1e“pon%‘b1ht\ 1
charging cxpenditure to unforrscen expendi.
turc. That does not affect our responsibility
to Parliament. There is no lUL(,ntIOn to
do that. Cur intention is to azk for whatever
amount of moncy we think will be 1equ1red
in the eourse of the wear, and it will be
placed on the Estimaies and be open to
the scrutiny of members, who may ask
as many questions as they like upon if.

As to the other suggestion that it is a
big powe oy the manager power to
purchase mir

- Ty .

Hon, W. Is it not a very

groat power?
The PREMIKR : It

RET s, «nd that is what I
'x\:\tni to md'cate There will be no power in
the La'x iz of the manager under this Bill to
purchase any mine, THe con cxercise his
diserotion in making a recomme ndation, but
it must be ap’noxed by the Minister and the
(Government. The x manager will not be given
carte blanche to buy mines all round North
{ ’Hellﬁldr‘( L)u. h@ can a(\(‘ lllb recomnt-
mendation’ to the Goxcrnment who will be
ultimately rc:ponhmlo for the purchase of
any proposition. We do not want to injure
or hamper a man like Mr. Goddard who
has proved his worth and proved his ability,
and if given a reasonable amount of fres
dom, I am sure he i 15 going to make a success
of the enterprise. I do vot know thai thers
is anvthing more I ne>d touch on. The hon.
member for Gregory spoko about the wisdom

[Hon. Z. . Theodore.
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of having a policy for the encouragement
of prospecting in order to have new mines
discovered and opened up when the old
ones are exhsusted, The masnager is given
a free hand in that matter, and he is carry-
ing out a very wide system of assistance
to prospectors, and much good work has

Lren done by those in the Chillagoe and
erberton ficlds. He has a very business-
like arrangement with the miners working

in the bush, and whatever advances are mads
by him he deducts frem the ore supplied to
the smelters ile is m\m;z valuable assist-
ance to mincrs in that distriet, and the
operations are not confined to the Einasleigh
mine and the f mines comprised in the
\h]ﬂ azoe cnterpyisz.  The operations are
widespread and are likely to lecad to cou-
sldau.b]\, development in North Queensland.
GOVERNMENT MrMBERS : IHear, hear!
Question—That the Bill be
s cond time—put and passed.

now read a
COMMITTEE.

o Smith, 3ackay, in the chair.)

Clawse 1,—* Short title and construction of
Art 7—put and passed.

Clause 2— Amindment of scction 67—

ITox. W. H. BARNES:
what had been zaid by the Premier, there
should certainly be some restriction placed
on the manager in regurd to the amount
he might » nend allowsd the clause
to go as it stood, they were practically giv-
ing the manager carte blanche, and, as was
pointed out on the sccond reading, they
soutd ba opening a dangerous door
indend. There was a duty cast on members
of the Committee to st the Government
thomselves in the dircetion of ercnomy—not
economy for the purpose of hurting or injur-
ing any enterprisc—but in the interests of the
country. He was quite prepared to sduib
th- <tatements made by the Premicr and
other hon. mombers in the dircction of
enying that the manager was thoroughly
comipetent, and a very careful man in every
porunular btut was it good business to per-
mit the Bill to go through without any
rostriction whatever?  The Premier stated
o1 the second reading that if the expenditure
exceedod the smount on the KEstimates. that
cven then it had to be passed by the
Tiouse.  That was quite right; but when
jtemus like that had cone up for werification
by the Houie, was it at ,‘ likely that the
Government's supporters in any cass would
vote agaiust the Governwient?

The Premier: 1 hove not statzd that we
ar~ going to fiuance this scheme from
unforescen expenditure.

Hon. W. H. BARNE The Premier had
not stated thet, but ho did say that if it
80 hqppem‘d momnev had to be provided from
unforeseen expenditure, then the House would
have to confirm it.  After the money had
besn spent, what chance was there of getting
it back? Tha only remedy would be to pass
a vote of censure on the (overnment. No
metter how execellent the manager might be,
hon. members owed a duty to the country
in seeing that protection was given both
te the manager and to the Governmient them-
selves.  Protably even the manager himself
might be approached by outside people and
tempted to do certain things, and there might
be pressure bronght against the mwanager for
certain reasons even by members supporting

Nob withstanding
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the Government or other members, and,
therefore, the Committee ought to .,(uL‘"Lald
the position by fiving an amount in the B3ill,
so that no mistake could possibly be wiade,
What objection counld there be to it? It
vould be remembered, in connection with
the iron and stee!l werks, that a ploposal was
made in the other Chamber thet thn cxpendi-
ture should be limited to £100,0600. There
was 1o objection really to that, but the
Awsembly turned if down. As a matter of
f‘l(f no expenditure to that extent so far
had been incurred in that particular instance.
The Government talked about cconomy, but
was 1t economy to say to the manager,
“You have carte bmn(’he, here is an open
cheque ”’ ?

The Premier: This Bill does
the manager carte blanche.

Hox. W. II. BARNES: What was the
good of the Premicr saying that? Did nos
the Prewmier say that every detail could not
geiie before the Minister?

The PreviER: In a matter of the acquisi-
tion of mines, or thes taking on of new
leases, the manager cannot act on his own
initiative. Tt is the Government that is
responsible In such cases, and the Bill
provides for that.

BARNES: This enterprise
was in the Premier’s own electorate.

The PremiEr: That is not the
electorate concerned.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: There were other
districts in the immediate vicinity which
were concerned; but, all the same, 2ll kinds
of things might be ‘done in order to press
even the Pleml“r himself, and what an
excellent safeguard it would be for the
Premier to feel that in the Bill there was
gome restriction which would save him from
people in his own electorate, or in the adja-
cent clectorates!  The dangor of the posi-
tion had been increased by the fact that the
proposals would come before the Cabinet.
He could imagine men like the hon. mem-
ber for Bowen, who was very eager to do
something for bis dis trict, pushing the matter
very scriously, and, fhomfore there ought
to be ample pxotcctlon in the Bill. Ho
hoped someone would move an amendment
in that dircetion.

Mr. FLETCHER contended that it was
altogether wrong not to restrict the amount
that the Government might spend. He was
casting no refiection on the manager when
he said there should be some restriction, If
they gave tho Government carte blanche
there might be all sorts of things done, and
in view of the position of affairs all over the
world to-dav, the Government should have
restricted powers. One of the most extra-
ordinary things that had come to his know-
ledge since he cntered Parliament was the
great freedom the Government had in doing
things without consulting Parliament. They
could enter into t1cmend0us undertakings,
and then come along and ask Parliament to
ratify them. He thought there ought to
be a limit of £100,000 to the O[)BldthIB
which could be undertaken without the
approval of Parliament. The Treasurer had
asked him to mention some of the operations
which had been undertaken without the con-
sent of Parliament, and which had not been
succossful.  The Hamilton Cold Stores was
one in point,

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

not give

Hox. W. H.

only
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Mr., FLETCHER: Considering the state

of the market, the Government would be
wiser to lease mines and work on tribute
and rovalty rather than to purchase mines,
and £100.000 would be a safe limit to adopt.
Iiec moved the insertion, after the word
“ aforezaid,” on line 23, of the words—
“Provided that no expenditure in
excess of £100,000 shall be incurred for
the purchase referred to in this para-
graph, except with the previous approval

of Parliament by resolution of both
Houses thereof.”
The PREMIER said he did not know

whether it would be wise to accept the
amendment, as it would be rather a curicus
precedent to adopt by putting these parlia-
mentary limitations into a Bill, and to that

extent removing the responsibility of the
Government.

Hon., W. H. Barxes: It has been done
before.

The PREXMIER: He thought only in one
or two cases where the Legislative Council
had imposed limitations. There was no
obiection to giving the assurance, if that was

sufficient, on the part of the Government
that the expenditure should mnot exceed
£100.000.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: Why not put it into
the Biil?

The PREMIER : He did not know whether
the hon. member was aware that the clause
did not give to the manager the power to
ﬂ(‘quue elthm by purchase or Ilease any
mine or mining land; it left the power in
the hands of the Government, This provi-
sion would have to be recad in conijunction
with section 6 of the Act, under which the
Government of Queensland were authorised
and empowered. in subsections («) and (b), to
acquire, “ whether by purchase,” and so on.
It seemed to him that the responszibility must
rest upon the shoulders of the Government,
and not upon the manager, who would have
no authority to acquire a mine. either by
straight out purchase or by tribute. He
would have only power to recommend. and
the Government must take the responsibility
of authorising him to acquire. There was
certainly no intention of o\’pondlng anything
ke £100,000 on the acauisition of mines,
and he was propared to give an uhdertaking
on the part of the Government that before
exceeding the expenditure of £100,000, the

approval of Parliament would be scught.
He thouesht the amendment would be a
hlemish upon the Rill, inasmuch as it would

introduce a precedent which might have a
bhad coffect Jater on. A limitation of that
cind was plared in a Bill by the Council,
which took wn the ridiculous position of
confining the Government to the expenditure
of £100.000 in conncction with the proposed
iron and steel works.

Hon. W. H. Biryes: That was only for

one year.

Ar. TFrercueR: The two cases are not
analogous.

The PREMIER: They were somewhat

analogous. Personally, he had no objection
to the amendment: but hon. members ought
to be satisfied with the assurance of the
Government that the amount of £100,000
wwas not to be exceeded,

Ton. W. H. BARNES: The Premier

ought to accept this reasonable amendment,

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]
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which would probably save the Government
themselves a good deal of trouble later on.
It it were moved with the view of harassmg
the Government, he could understand them
not wanting it in the Bill, but it was only a
reasonable safeguard. The Premier of to-day
might not be the Premier twelve months
hence, and he urged the Premier to accept
the amendment.

The PreEMmer : I will accept it.

Amendment (Mr. Fletcher's)
and clause put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re-
ported the Bill with an amendment.

The third reading of the Bill was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

agreed to,

LOCAL AUTHORITIES ACTS AMEND-
MENT BILL.

COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Smith, Mackay, in the chair.)
Clause 1 put and passed.
On clause 2—“Amendment of section 1147°—

Hox. W. H. BARNES asked the Minister
the reason for the alterations suggested in
the clause, namely—

“In paragraph (d) of subsection 1
of section 11a of the principal Act the
words ‘one-fifth’ are repealed, and the
words ‘ten per centum’ are inserted in
licu thereof.”

The HoMe SEecRETARY: One-tenth is con-
sidered a fair number of the ratepayers.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: It must not be
forgotten thau they were now pmposmg to
make cortain very drastic alterations in
connection with local authority work. He
considered the CommLtth should know the
primary reasons for asking for the altera-
tions.

The HOME SECRETARY : In Acts deal-
ing with the initiative and referendum, in
all countries where that law was in opera-
tion, it was provided that one-tenth of the
electors should have a right to petition.
The present Act provided for one-fifth of
the ratepayers, but he thought one-tenth
would be a safer provision, beecause, if

“one-fifth ” were left in the Act, and later
on the word “ratepaver” were altered to
electors,” it would mean one-fifth of the
electors as against one-tenth as now
proposed.

(Hon. W. H. Bamxes: I think you are
right.

Clause 2 put and passed.

On clause 33— Amendment of section

i2

Mr. MOORE: In connection with clause
3, they were going in for a new principle.
The mayor was unable to be a councillor.
He did not know the reason for it, but he
did not sec why, because 2 man stood for
mayor, ke should be debarred from standing
for a councillor, and he did not see thau
there was anything to be gained by it. The
objeci of the Bill, presumably, was to get
info the council the men who were prepared
to do the best work and whom the electors
thought were best able to do that work.
and this was debarring the electors from
having a second chmce If a man were
defeated for the position of mayor, the
electors would not have an opportunity of
putting him in the council, because the
elections came on the same day He would

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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like the Home Secretary to give some reason
for the proposal

Hox. W. H. BARNIES: Another phase of
the proposal which he would like to be put
clear was that, from the amendment of the
Act proposed in clause 3, it did not seem
to him as if the mayor or chairman, as the
case might be, were to be confined to the
particular local area concerned. Should the
mayor of North Brisbahe, for instance, be
elected from the ratepayers, or would it be
possible for someone outside to be elected?
He could quite understand that in the case
of North Brisbane, where, probably, most
of the large ratepayers lived outside, they
might have the opportunity of selecting a
man from outside. Could an elector of North
Brisbane be elected, say, n Sherwood?

The Howe SeCcRETARY: There is an amend-
ment from your side in regard to that.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: He presumed the
Minister was going to accept it.

The HOME. SECRETARY: He would
hear what had to be said on it. The idea
of electing o mayor as chief executive officer
was certainly new, but there were good
reasons why the mayor should not be an
alderman. Firstly, if he were allowed to
stand for alderman and mayor, he might
win both seats.

An OppositioN MEMBER:
easily overcome.

The HOME SECRETARY : It would not
be easily overcome, and it would also mean
a new clection immediately. Further, the
mayor was to represent cie whole of the
wards, and not any particular ward. He
was nob going to say that if would be the

That would be

great success that some people probably
thought; at the same time, it was worth
nylng "The mayor was the chief cxecutive

officer of the local authority clected by the
whole of the ratcpayers in that paltlcu]ar
area.

Mr. WARREN:
before?

The HOME SECRETARY:
prised at the hon. gentleman, a member of
a new party which propesed to do new
things, mah-rg such an 1ntechctloD If the
Country party was going to *‘ make good”
as a political factor, it would have to do new
things,  An individual section of that avea
might not cleet that man as a representativ
on the council. bwt mf\ whole of the areas
conjointis n’}ight seleet him as mayor and he
would be the chief 'eoutu e officer.

Tion. W. 1. Barnzs: Is that at all likely?

The HOXMTE S CTARY : It was likely.
In Amorica the Prosident wa o‘ reted by the
whole of the r(on]o and had O\‘rla(ndmalv
powET He had found himself at variance
with thi) represontatives in the House of
Reprezentatives and with Congress.

My, Maxwegrn: That is an
against clection in this manner.

The HOME SECRETARY: Ti was not:
it was an arcument for it. In this instance
aldermen would be elected by the whole of
the wards and would have complete conirol
over the mayer’s actions, Thov at all times
would have the right to review any of his
decisions, ko'laequontlv they were not giv-
ing the mayor any great cxecutive authority
although they were giving him some. It was
a very good provision.

Mr. J. H. €. ROBERTS: He would like
to point out to the Home Secretary that.

Had it ever been tried

He was sur-

argument
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whilst, perhaps, one might be in accord with
the idea enunciated, in many of the country
districts the clectors mighs feel in regard to
a certain individual that he swas the right
man o represent themn as a councillor dﬂd
the consequence would be they would have
to insist upon that man s ndmg down from
no 1; af on o as lnd'\‘()l' a Ful‘nlllc' G an
ordinary councillor, e did not see eny
reason why therce should not he a nomination
for the mayor, and it could be arranged that
*he next three men on the poll for the sub-
division for which the mayor was elected,
would be du clared clected as councillors.
‘he Home tary would be well advised
if he \ou;d give the matter considerntion
from the Cou#r; point of view., There were
many moi in country districts who had done
exerilent work on lho local authorities. Many
men, no doubt, would aspire to the highest
honour offered in  the particular Tocal
authority, 'md he was sure the Ilome Secre-
tary and members on the Government side of
the Hous: would not say a iuwan was in the
wrong in ha\mo ambition. That man would
have ble pressure brought to bear
upon him by Ioople who were certain he
would be elected as councillor, but were not
certain he would be eclected as mayor or
chairman. "The result was, many of their
best moen would probably tand down. The
Ifome Secretary might give that matter a
Tittle more consiceration and alter the method
of selection so that the mayor or chairman
would br elected in the way he had suggested.

Mr. WARREN: The method proposed
appearced to him to be utterly ridiculous.

The Home Secretary had not given any
reason why this new procedure should be
followed. Clouncils, like companies, should

elect their chairman. The method proposed
appeared to him to be quite unworkable.
The man chosen might be temperamentally
unfitted to be chairman. He thought they
ought to keep to the present method. An
experiment was being foisted on to the people
without reasonable ground for its introduc-

tion. The Home Sccretary said it was a new
move. The new moves of the Home Secre-
tary did not seem to be beneficial to Queens-
land. They did not seem to be doing any

better by them. If they were there v rould bo
some cncouragement to take this chance of
doing some good for the local authoritie%.
This was ot a party measurc. He did not
think the local authorities were desirous of
having this provision in the Bill. It had
come in by chance and the Home Secretary
seemed to have accepted it.

Mr. MORGAN: The Minister had not
replied to the point made by the deputy
leader of the Opposition that men who stood
for the position of mayor or chairman would
be debarred for the ensuing three years
from giving their services on the counecil.
In New Zealand, while the mayor was elected
by the people he could also be a councillor
or an alderman. Why should not that prin-
ciple apply in Queensland? Even under this
Bill there would be times when there would
be no election in many local authorities. The
trouble to-day was to get men who were pre-
pared to stand, and 1t would be the same
under this Bill.

The HoME SECRETARY :
the country.

MORGAN: The Minister was looking
at it from the point of view that the mayor
of Brizsbane was the only person who should
be considered.

That might apply to
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(Sitting suspended from 6 p.om. to T p.m.)

Mr. MORGAN (continuing) suggested that
ause should be restric to cities and

and that shires might be allowed to
one of the members of the council to
at present. In citles and
towns there s an identity of interests that
did not exist in connection with shires, In
cities wnd towns the propertics were princi-
pally business sites, whereas in country shires,

cleey
be chuirman, s

such as those in hig clectorate, there were
pastoralists, dairymen, fruitgrowers, mixed
tarmers, as well as townspeople, and under
the clause as it stood, in almost every instance
the chai ~ould be eiected by the towns-
the greater number of votes

COHC“lltloté’d Taking the shire of

Alurilla as an illustration, the town of Miles
contained one-half of population of the
shire.  There were three divisions in the
shire, of which Miles one, and, under
the clause as it stood, the town would have its
three counclllom, like the other divisions,
and "ohlu have the chairmsn in addition,
I, after the Bill had beca in operation for
two or three years, it wa= thought advisable
to extend the principle laid down in the
clavse to shirves, it could be done then, but
at present the Home Secrofary would ba well
advised if he excludod shires f:om the opera-
tion of the clauze, and allowed their chairme

9 be elected as at presenc.

Mr. MAXWHELL (’1"00' ‘ony) hoped the
Home Scevetary would accept the suggestions
thit had been mado by the provious x«pLﬂ.]xr‘IS
on the Oppesition side.  He quite agreed with
thora hon. members that injustice would he
done to a certain section bv the clagse. Tt
might be possible that four competent local

€3

authority smcr would sllow themselves to be
nominated for the position of mavor or
chairman, as the case might be, and they

would be precluded from allomnv themselves
to be nominated for the position of 1ldermen.
So that the citizens or residents in the shire
would be depriveid in that way of the services
of a number of excellent men. It required
a man with some knowledge and business
ability to conduct the business of a logal
authority, and it was not likely that men not
possussing those qualifications would have the
temerity to allow their names to be sub-
mitted as candidates for the position of
inayor or chairman. Unless a candidate had
busipess acumen and some knouledgo of how
to conduct local authority meetings, he would
only hold himself up to public ridicule, and
the local authority would also be held up to
public ridicule. He -<as sure the Home
Secreiary had no desire to do that. One hon.
member on the other side interjected while
an Opposition member was speaking that the
present  tendoncy was for a mayor or a
chairman of a shire to have a leaning towards

the wants of his own ward or division. That
was not so. Whnn an alderman or a coun-
cillor took the chair, he abselutely disso-

(Mfod himself from his own ward or divi ision,
and breame member for the whole local
authoritz. Under the existing Act the chair-
mean of a local aht}\ority was only empowered
r» expend £10, which quite pr@cluded any-
rumg mn t natur(\ of log;rolhng in ffwour
his own ision. It was in the
ts of local authority work that candi-
dates for the mayoral chair or for chair-
man of a loecs!] authority should not be de-
barred from also standing as aldermen or
councillors. The Home Secretary had said it
would be difficult for a man who was a

Mr. Marwell.]

d or dis
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candidate for mayoral honours to submit his
name as an alderman, as it would cause
another eleetion, but a way out of the diff-
ulic could be suggested. He acknowledged
that the idea of clxcting a mayor apart from
the alderman was one of the principles of
the Bill, but the best judges of who was

most  cligible to fill the chair were the
aldermen or councillors,  The clause would
be an injustico to the whole of the local
uthoritie hroughout Queonsland, as it

would deprive them of the services of many
excellent men.  Ile hoped the Home Secere-
tary would listen to the advice offered to him
by local authority men. He believed the
hon. gentlemaan was sincere. irrespective of
politics, and wes anxious to make the mea-
sure something out of the ordinary. And
if he wanted to do that, he must listen to
these men who had had experience of local
government work.

Mr. MORGAN moved the omission of
subclause (2) of the clause, lin to 15,
both inclusive, page 2, as follow

“{2.) In the first paragraph of sub-
saction two, after the words ‘ compozed
of > the words ‘a chairman and’ are
inserted.

“The following provision
the said subsestion:—

“The chairinan shall not be assigned
to any division. He shall be a member
and a councillor by virtue of his office.”

The cmission of that subclause would be to
leave subsaction (2) of section 12 of the
principal Act intact—

“ BEvery shire shall be governed by a
council composed of nol mere than
twelve members and not less than five
members, as the Covernor in Council
from time to time declares by Order
in Council.”

is addcd to

If the amendment were carried, whilst the
principle enunciated by the Bill would be
effective in the case of a mayor, it would
not apply in the case of the chairman of a
shire, who would be elected by the council.
He thought that the Minister was favourable
to the amendment, which would obviate a
certain amount of injustice in the country.
People were flocking into the towns because
the inducements offering there were greater
tan those in the country; and anything
that might tend in the direction of inter-
fering with people in the country was going
to lead to more dissatisfaction than existed
at prescnt. He hoped the Mirister would
accept the emendient.

NMr. SWAYXNE desired to support the
amendment. He really did not see that
they were going to derive any advantage
from the election of a mayor by a body
outside the council. He thought they would
get more effective work and better delibera-
tion under a chairman elected by the body
concerned themselves. In fact, if the idea
was good in their case, would it not, perhaps,
be well to ask the people »f Queensland to
clect the Speaker? And if the powers which
the mayor would possess were the basis of
the argument, might they not ask the elec-
tors as a whole to choose the Premier? In
New Souwth Wales, where they were supposed
to be rat:er progressive—although, whether
the progress had been good or bad, was a
matter of opinion—the chairman was still
elected by the council. The last New South
Wales Act—that of 1918—provided in section
95 that each municipal council should elect

[Mr. Marwell.
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one of its" members to be mayor, and each
shire council should elect one of its mem-
bers to be president. Ile thought it would
be more conducive to effective work on the
part of the council if they elected their own
chairman, more especially in the casc dealt
with in the amendment—that of wide-
spread shire ccuncils. In a large, sparsely
populated area, what opportunity would
there be for the pcople to come together
and deecide upon the best man to preside
over their shire affairs?

Mr. KERR (Fnoggera) also rose to sup-
port the amendment. He had been con-
nected with various execulives from time
to time throughout Queensland, and he
found that it would be most ridiculous if
the chairman of a body of delegates were
a man without knowledge of the particular
function they were discharging. He had
been secretary of a very large organisation
—as a matter of fact, one of the largest in
Australia—and he would have been very
sorry indeed to have scen in the chair a
chairman without knowledge of exactly what
was reguired. He thought that was common
sense and a principle that would be recog-
pised if they thought over it for ecven a
fow minutes. Cne aspect of the case that
struck him very forcibly was the position
of a man who ropresented a verv small out-
Iving part of a <hire council. This man repre-
sented a certain section of the people. and
he travelled in some instances & or 7 miles
to speak for themn. He was a very worthy
man, and yet, when it came to the case of
clecting a mayor of the whole shire, includ-
ing the thickly populated districts, he would
not have an opportunity of successfully com-
peting for the office, notwith anding that
he had a vast number of years of experience,
knowledge of procedure, and ability. He
was very much in favour of permitting an
alderman being elected mayor or a member
of the shirc council being elected chairman
without vacating his seat in the council

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The amendment
was like offering half a loaf in a certain
direction, and the Minister had not given
ane indication as to whether he intended to
accept it. The argument used in connection
with shire councils applied equally to city
and town councils, as there was no body of
persons so qualified to judge of the -qualifi-
cations necessary for the position of chairman
s the membors of the local authorities; the
men who had to do with the internal work
of the Councils. No one would presums to
argue that all men possessed equal capabili-
tier. It was no reflection upon any councillor
to sav that a man might be a good alderman.
and be very energetic and very earnest In
connection with his work, and, vet. probably
he might not be tempermentally fitted for
the position of chairman. A man might be
particularly hasty, and he might not have
the qualification and judgment necessary to
make him an efficient mayor or an efficient
chairman. Surely. experience counted, and
vot under that clause it was quite possible
for semeonn who was absolutely a raw recruit
to municipal life being plaved in charge as
chairman of the council.

The Previzr: That does not seem to have
huppened in Adelaide.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Why should the
electors be debarred from electing a member
of the loral authority to be the chairman?
As the hon. member for Toowong had
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illustrated, it was quite possible to have
three or four very desirable men standing
for election to the council if the clause were
allowed to pass, and the electors would lose
the services of those men in order that they
might contest the position of mayor. After
all, it was only another form of government
and the local authorities were doing magni-
ficent work, and the Committee had no right
to treat their work in any way lightly. The
chairman had to do not only with borrowing.
not only with the proper expenditure of
moznev. but he had to do with worthily up-
holding the reputation of the counsi
Courteay  demanded that there should te
some expression of opinion from the Howme
Secretary as to whether he intended to accept
the amendment or not, and it should not be
allowed to go as if it did not count at all.

Myr. COLLINS : He hoped the Home Secre-
tars was not going to accept the amend-
ment, and he wanted to point out thut mem-
bers representing country districts of Quecns-
land, who were sitting on the Government
side of the IIouse, offered no objection to the
chairman of a shire council being elected by the
people. The hon. niember for Pittsworth said
that the Government were only concerned
about Brisbanc and he (Mr. Collins) really
thought that the hon. member represented a
very large rountry electorate. On looking
up particulars he found that the hon. mem-
ber vepresented only 2,370 square miles, ¢nd
vet the hon. member claimed that he repre-
sented the country, and strongly objected to
the chairman of the shire council being
elected by the people. Then, the hon. mem-
ber for Murrumba had a lot to say, and yet
he found that that hon. member only repre-
sented 1,000 square miles. Members on the
Opposition side spoke as if they were repre-
senting the country, which was not the case.
The hon. member for Gregory had offered no
objection to the election of the chairman of
a shire council by the people, and vet that
hon. member represented an arca larger than
the State of Victoria by 6.000 or 7,000 square
miles. It was quite true that his own elccto-
rate was & very small one, heing only 13 400
square miles in area. and he was offering
no objection to the clause. The hon. mem-
ber for Normanby represented about 29,000
squarc miles, and he offcred no objection to
the clause. Then, the hon. member for Leich-
hardt represented a little over 30,000 squarc
miles, and he was offering no objection to it.
He (Mr. Collins) wanted the country people
of Queensland to realise that members ropri-
senting. the country part of the State were
sitting on the Government side of the House.
The hon. member for Toowong also objected
to the clause. and he claimed that he, too,
represented the countrv, but that hon. mem-
ber only represented 66 square miles. Hon.
members nead not be afraid of the chair-
man of a shire council being elected by the
people. Tlon. members opposite talked about
experienes  being neressary, vyet, if experi-
ence always counted, very few new members
wordd be elected to Parliament. He was
satisfied that there was no danger in the
chairman of a shire council being elected
by the prople anv more than there was in a
member of Parilament being elected by the
peonle.  Personallv, he was not concerned
whether the principle was in operation in

any other part of the world. He was not
concerned  about what they did in other
countries, but was concerned about what

they did here. They wanted to lead the
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world. Queensland had led the way more
than once in the Commonwealth, and in other
parts of the world, and they were going to
lead the way in local government by provid-
ing that the mayor of a town council or
chairman of a shlre council should be elected
by direct vote of the people.

Mr. KING: The only
by the Home Secretary in support of the
clavse was that if it were adopted they

vould have a mayor or chairman who was
absolutely dlwonneotod with any ward what-
ever. His experiesce of local government
was that n a man was clected as chair-

man or marcr he had no interest whatever
in a particalar ward; he was there represent-
ing tho whole arca. He admitte d that in a
fow 1solated cases the chairman had rhown
favour tc a particular ward, but thOSL cases
were very rare. He had had the pleasure of
being chairman of a local authority on dif-
ferent oceasions, and when he was chairman
he alwavs recognired that he reprasented the
whole shire. As a matter of fact, tht ten-
dency in most cascs was for the chairman to
rather negleet his own ward for fear that he
would bLe chavged with favouritism. e
could conceive a case where the most popular
man would be elected as masor or chairman
under the clause. If a man like Charlie
Chaplin were to drop down in a
[7.30 p.m.] ccuntry shire, he might make such
a name for himself that the elec-
tors would vote for him as chairman, not
considering for a moment as to how he would
turn out.  FHe need not have anv local
experience at all. The policy adopted In
this eclause h‘{ﬂ not always been the poliey
of the present Government, which had always
claimed that a man who was mayor or dmlr-
man should have had previous experience.
What about the change of policy?
The HoME SECRETARY :

this amendment wa
18907

Mr. KING: When the hon.
predecessor was giving the policy of the
Government at the Local Authorities’ Con
ference which was held in 1918, he said—

‘Tt is considered that it would be an
advantage in local government if the
mayors and chairmen of local authorities
were elected by the electors instead of
by members of the councils, and that
their tenure of office should be three
vears. It is thought, tco, that no person
should be eligible for election- as mayor
or chairman unless at some time he ham
had at least two years’ previous sxperi-
once in local government administra-
tion.”

That was sensible.  They understood
the then Home Secrctary was bond
that statement, and if that policy
WS adopted they would not have such an
objection to the clause. e could quite con-
cerve that, under the clause as it stood, a
chalrman  with absolutely no e‘(perioncc
might be foisted on to the koard by the
electors.

Mr. WALKER

reason put forward

Do you know that
moved as far back as

gentlemun 3

that

fide in

;Unr

(Cooroora) thought the
amendment of the hon, member for urilla
was a very happy compromize. Although
there were many things in the Bill that he
did not agree with, he thought this was one
of the mnost impracticable provisions in it.
The amendment would get over the difficulty
somewhat by allowing country shires to clect
their own chairmen. Anyone with experience

Mr. Walker.]
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of ccuncils or directorates must admit that
the individual members thereof were best
fitted to decide upon a chairman, who must
have ability to conduct business. Who knew
better than those who sat round the table
as to the abilities of a chairman? With
regard to co-operative concerns, under the
ward system the shareholders did not know
the directors, and how would the people know
the man who was putting up as chairman?
In the Widgee Shire, for instance, the indi-
vidual farmer knew nothlng about the capa
bilities of the members of the council. Be-
sides, the members of the council had power
to pass the chairman out if he did not pay
attention to his work. The wmuendment of
the hon. member for Murilla, although it
did nct inelude eity councils, went half™ way,
and would be a great help in the working
of the measure. He hoped the Home
Secretary would accept the amendment.

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton) supported
the amendment. The hon. member for Bowen
kept pointing out that hon, mewbers opposite
were in favour of the clause as it stood,
but they knew that those hon. members
dared not give their own opinions in the
House. (Government dissent.)

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Had
one man and woman dismissed from the
Labour union in Tcowcomba because they
did not attend some meeting?

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. BEBRBINGTON : The hon. member for
Bowen would admit that there were very
good rcasons why members on the Govern-
ment side did not give their opinion:z. On
the Opposition side Thev discussed what was
best in the interests of the State, and not of
any party in particular. In the co-operative
factories there were men who had given the
whole of their time to the work, and the
same thing applicd to shire councils. Under
the Bill 1t was possible that an outsider
altogether might be elected and these
experienced men cast aside, which would be
a big loss to the shires. Between the Main
Roads Act and this Tocal Authorities Bill,
the position of the local authorities was very
serious. 'The rates and taxes already levied
were very large.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
the hon. member to confine his remarks to
the amendment. The question of rates and
taxes does not ¢ome in on this amendment.

Mr. BEBBINGTON:
ing on the guestion.

Mr. If. A, COOPER (Bremer): The hon.
member for Logan had been good enough
to say that his twenty-five ycars’ experience
of local authority work led him to believe
that a mayor or chairman, immediately he
was elected to the chair, ceased to be a ward
man. If that was true, it would be sufficient
if the mayor or chairman was clected by the
whole of the electors, because there was no
reason why a ward should be disfranchised
by the election of a mayor. That argument
killed the amendment and supported the
argument of the IHome Secretary.

Myr. MoreaN : Did the Premier lose interest
in his eleetmate, because he was Premier of
Queensland ?

Mr. F. A. COOPER: He was taking the
word of the hon. member for Logan, who
said he had had many years’ experience of
local authority work, and stated that the

[Mr. Walker.

they not had

T must ask

It had a great bear-
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moment a man went into the chair he became
non-representative so far as his ward was con-
cerited.  They wanted every ward to be fully
represented on the council and the whole
cf the electors represented in the chair, To-
day the channmn was genelally put in the
chair simply because ‘1t was his turn,” or
because No. 1 ward had it last time, and
No. 2 ward ought to have it this time, irre-
e of the capabilities of the aldermen or
:cuncillors, It went by the wards. No. 1
ward had it last year, No. 2 must have it
, No. 3 next year, and No. 4 the
r. That was the practice to-day.
ity for the poutlon did not count, and
411111‘(\ to co\muct a meeting, it was
very last thing thought of. At the last
meeting of the Il)a\\ ich thv {ouncil, a body
of somn standing in the matter of local
authority work, a motion ,vas moved “ That
the question be now put.” The mayor put
the question, “That the question be now
sut’:  the question was carried, and the
il rose up and walked out  withous
r the motion. The chairman in ques-
vas & man who had had fourteen or
sixtecn rs’ oxperience as an alderman and
three or four years’ experience as a mayor.
Tie considered the present a very opportuns
time for sceing fhat the whole of the shires
were represented in the mayor or chairman.
Mr. MORGAXN considered that the Minis-
ter had a right to reply to his amendment
hafore the quest)on was Uut They could only
deal with one clause of the Bill at a tlme

and he considered the whole time of the
Minister should be given to the particular
clause they o dea,mn with. The Minister

admitted that it was an important question
and so did the draftsman.

The HoMe StcrETARY : Didn’t I reply to the
objection?

2ir. MORGAN: No.

The Hovn Secrerary : Yes, I did. I replied
to the objections raised by several members
opposite.

Mr. DUNSTAN (G‘ympie) was surprised
that a conservative member represenfting a
conservative country constituency should have
the temerity to say that his constituents
would prefer a Charlie Chaplin to a practical
and scrious-minded candidate. He was sure
that that moving picture kind of criticism
would carry no weight in the House. If the
electors in munici pal areas were to have the
privilege of electing a mayor, the electors in
shire areas should have the same privilege;
to admit otherwise was admitting that th“y
were less capable or had less intelligence.
His experience had proved that a progressive
member of a shire council, or even of a city
council, very often earned "the antagonism of
his 1ellow -councillors simply because he was
progressive, and for that reason under the
present system such a man was often denied
mayoral honours or the position of chairman
to which he might be entitled, even if they
fol'owed the present rule of taking the
position in their turn. He consuieled that
the clectors of the shire council should have
the privilege of filling the important position
of chairman.

Mr. MOORE: Surely the Home Secretary
was going to reply to the amendment, which
was a most lrnportant one, and concerned a
large number of people. Ho did not see
where they had asked for anything unreason-
able, and he did not agree with the argument
put folwmd by the Home Secretary. In one
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case he had illustrated where the President
of the United States was at loggerheads with
his Parliament. Surely he did not mean
that a chairman, if elected, was going to be
at loggerheads with his councillors, or that,
if it were so, any benefit would accrue! Tho
wards were made in such a way that every-
body should have proper representation, and
yet in this Bill there was a new principle by
which the country interests are cut out alto-
gether in favour of a small portion which
happened to be closely populated. They only
asked for a 1easonable opportunity of getting
proper representation in those shives instead
of being dommatold by one small section
which napponed to be thickly populated.

The HOME SECRETARY did not think
i necessary to keep repeating again and
again what he had already said in reply to
the objections to the clause.

Mr. MoreaN: You were inclined to accept
my amendment.
H'Iho HOME SECRETARY:

€ SREd
contention that the shires should be under a
different Local Government Act. The hon.
gentleman  must know that the Divisional
Boards Ach contralled shires previously, and
had not bean found to work very satisfac-
torily, and to-day they had the local nutheri-
tics controlling  the whole of the local
gov ernment of Qul ensland. Tn most country

lires there were a number of small towns,
aud they were not all going to vote for one
particular man. As a matter of fact the
present system, as was pointed out by the
hon. mecmber for Bremer, was the ‘“go-
round”’ systom, without any regard to the
capabilities of the councillor elected as mayor.
2lcst men who were elected as aldermen or
shire councillors could get knowledge suffi-
clent to cnable them to control a meeting
inside of an hour if they had any intelligence.
The argument that the mavor had to have a
knowledge of procedure would not stand
investigation.  If he had not ability and
personzlity he would never master anything.

Mr. MaxwrrL: You know he cannot do it
in an hour.

The HOME SECRETARY : Of course, he
could. To be chairman of a meceting did not
require any great capacity. The real prin-
mpk in the clause was the desire to give the
whole of the electors of the area a say in
the election of their mayor or chairman.
The electors who elected members to the
Assembly did not elect a Charlie Chaplin,
simply because he was Charlie Chaplin.

He was not.

What was happening in Melbourne and
Sydney?
Hon. J. G. Arren: In Sydney the caucus

want to elect the mayor.

The HOME SECRETARY: Of course,
the hon. gentleman wanted to get away from
the subject. If, instead of the wrangles that
took place each year in the large cities in
connection with the election of Lord Mayor,
the clectors themseclves had the selection,
it would be a good thing. It was working in

Adelaide and Perth, and there was no rea-
son why it should not work in Queensland
in regard to shires, towns, and cities. The
new principle was to give at least one man
in the local authority a representation, not
only for one particular ward, but for the
whole area. Thev knew very well that under
the present system part of the “‘perks” of

his office was to get good roads in his
particular section.

Mr. Moore: Oh, no.

1920—2 x
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The HOME SECRETARY : In most cases.
Hon. J. G. Aeper: That is not my experi-
cnce; I had the worst roads.

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon.
gentleman must have been very busy on
some othel business. To obviate that, he
proposed this change, and he thought it: was
reazonable they should give it a chance. He
did not think it would operate in country
districts as the member for Aubigny said
it would., Most of the country districts had
o number of small towns. As soon as a town
became sufficiently large to control an area,
it sought to become & municipality, and
break away from the adjoining district. That
was a good thing. He did not propose to
accopt the amendment.

Question—That the words proposed to be
omitted (Ir. Morgan’s amendment) stand
part of the clause—put; and the Committee
divided : —

AYES, 34.
Mr. Barler My, TTusham
., DBertram .. HNirvan
bt} ,. Land
.. Larcembye
o Meformack
AW L., Mullan
I i o
. '[’ﬂ‘n rson
., Pollock
o Plnruan
T’HMI\ .. Ryan
Foles . Stopford
Forde Theodore
n ild ay Wellington

, Wilson
Ieu~o'x ,. Winstanley

Tellers: Mr. Forde and Mr. Kirwan,
NoEks, 24.
e, Appel Mr. King
., PRarnes, G. I, . logan
,,» Barnes, W. H. Macegrrgor
,» Bebhington .. Maxwell
,, Cattermull ., Moere
., Costello . Morgan
.. Dracon Roborts, J. T. C.
.. FElphinstone Siwer
,. Fletcher . Swayne
Grern ., Tavlor
. Jones ., Walker
. Kerr Warren

Tellers: Mr. Cos‘ce]‘o and Mr. XKerr.
Resolved in the affirmative.

Question—That clause 3 stand part of the
Bill—put; and the Committee divided:—

This division was identical with that just
recorded.

Resolved in the

I8 p.m.j
Clanse 4—“dmendment  of
Qualification of electors’—

Mr. MOORE moved the omission, on line
22, of the word ““elector ” with a view to
the insertion of the word * oguu')ier” 'I'hey
already had a definition of ‘ occupier.” His
contention was that, if a person paid rates in
a local authority area, he was entitled to
have a voice in the <pend1ng of those rates.
The fact that a person was a Comamonwealth
voter did not debar him from voting at a
State election. In the same way, if a man
had property in two areas, he was entitled to
have a vote in each of the two areas. He
did not think it could be contended that,
because people were intercsted in certain
questions, they should therefore have a vote

Mr. Moore.]

affirmative.

14—

seetion
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in the lement of those questions. Every Mr. MOORE: The House affirmed it by
perion the community was interested in o majority vote, but that did not make 1t

the p11m, of butter, but the Government did
not -,ug;;r%t that every person should have
a volce in clecting the directors of 8 Co-0pera-
tive buttor fmcLor". They were all interested
in the question of whether thew should be a
strike on the wharves or not, but it was not
suggested by the Government that every
elector should have a vote in the Wharf

Labourers’ TUnion to say whether there
should be a strike or not. (Laughter.)
The BECRETARY FOR PuUBLic LANDS: What

would bo the effect if everyone had a vote?
Mr., MCORE: If everyone had a vote,
there would be no strike.

The SrcrErsARY FOR PUsnic Laxns: If every
elector had a vote, it would have no cffect on
the union.

Mr. BIOORE: Applying that argument,
what would happen if local authorities were

te ray they would not abide by the vote
of the elestors?

Tho '\"CRETARY vor PusLic Lanbs: The
protent 2l authorities will not be the

future loc l authorities.

FTOCRE: The Home So“rctar" said
fh'lt he clause would not make any change;
another Government member said inat 75
per rc of the p:ce(mt members of local
authoritics would go out; another hon. mem-
bnr on the other said that the whole
would go ot (vidonﬂy there
reat diversity of oninion on the other

» did not think there would be rvwc‘x
e in the snmller shires; but in the
ern shives there would be an abso-
Labour vote, and both there and
like Brisbane, there would be a big
chang He did not think that the Home
Secretary realised what the clause meant—
that the people who found the money would
hiave no say in the spending of thet money.
The principle of all Government was that
the man who paid taxes should have some
say in how the money was spent. The fact
that the Government proposed to give every
adult a vote ¢hould not debar the payers
of rates from having a vete.

The I OME SECRETARY :
defeats vour argument, beeause
to give the occupier a vote.

Mr. MOORE: The occupier pays rates.

The HoM= SECRETARY: he does
not pay rates.

Mr. MOORE:

dlf“(\rnnt,
big We
Tute blo

in citie

Your amendment
you propose

You say

Members of the Opposition
did not say that. They were quite prepared
to give the occupier a vote. The Home
Secretary would recollect that when he first
became Home Secretary a deputation waited
on him and suggested that the occupier
should have a vote, and the hon. gentleman’s
reply was that he was not wedded to adult
suffrage, and that he thought an occupier’s

vote wa# a reasonable one.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! I must ask
the hon. member to keep to the question

before the Committee.

Mr. BICORE: He was keeping to the
question.  Fle was moving the omission of
the word “ eloctor” with a view to inserting
the word ¢ occupier.”

The SrcrETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The House
has alrcady affirmed the principle of adult
suffrage.

[Mr. Moore.

right. The people ocutside, by a majority of
vobes aid thai they did not want it (Hear,
hear )—and t ey had as much right to pro-

tost against it then as

at any other time,
SFORETARY TOR RATLwAYS: You cannot
at principle in Cormmittee,

Mr. MOORE: They would see. They, ab
rate, had every rng‘lt to put their point

of view, because they considered injustice
was bemg done. It was only a fair thing
that a man thould-have a vote where his

money was being spent, and if he paid vates
in thirte en thlo be should have a2 vote in
thirteen shires, If they were going to adopt
the principle in one case, they should adopt
it in ell cazes. A non-unionis should have
a vots in a union, becausc he \.as just as
much intercsted as the unionist. He did not
think the Home Secretary could defend it.
Fe did not thlnk anvbody had ever defended
it.  The only thing that was being put for-
ward was that it was the policy of the Go-
vernment,  Could it be said that that was an
warent 7 It might be said that it was an
excuse, Health was sald to be a matter
of interest to cversbody., Was not a sanitary
strike ,om(\Hl:nq that was going to affect
cveryone? Yet was the ordinary clector te
have the right to vote in the sanita 2y men’s

union? Of course not. It was all very well
to talk
Mr, are not talking.

Mr. MOORK : They were not game to talk.
If they were allowed to talk, and express
their own individual views, they wculd not
ve such legislation as this.

Mr. Corrixs: Yours is a very large eles-
torate. You nced rot worry.

Mr. MOORE: Size did not count. It was
the people who lived in the area who counted.
But he was not talking about the area; he
was talking ahout the principle of giving
everybody a vote. Bill, on page 169, said—

“ 1t is also important that the assembly
which votes the taxes, either general or

local, should be clected exclusively by
those who pay something towards the
taxes imposed, and those who pay no

taxes disposing by their votes of other
people’s money have every motive to be
Javish and none to economise. .

It amounts to allowing them to put their
hards into other people’s pockets for
any purpose which thev think f{it to call
a puohc one—which in some of the great
towns in the United States is known to
have produced a scale of local taxation
onerous beyond e\umpleﬁfmd wholly
borne by the wealthier classes.’

Ee would like to hecar some definite argu-
ments from the Home Secretary to account
for or, at anr rate, excuse the propo<3,1 He
could undr: tand it if it provided that the
occupier should have a vote, the man who
had resided for twelve months, and intended
to continue fo reside there, but he c¢ould not
understand why the ordmary clector who
happened to be passing throuch should have
a vote. They had railway camps and other
workers’ camps in shires, and all those men
would get on the roll and have just as big
a vote as the men who used the land. If
they were going to give them that vote, they
should have some power of taxation, as in
France, where the ordinary elector bought
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stamps and became a taxpayer. The ordin-
ary man should not be able to put a mort-
gage on another man’s propertv, and walk
out of the arca; and he would urge the
Fome Secretary not to go so far as to give
adult franchise throughout the whole of
Queensland.

The Fiowy SrerrTary: Why did you not
defeat the principle on the second reading?
You have affirmmed it.

Mr, XIOORE : Cf covrse they did. and they
were going to affivm it still more. 'They hoped
that the Home § ctary had seen 2 little
ligkt. that some rness had got into his
koad, and that he might realise thet the
not fair to the rateparers of
ind. .
ox. W, IL BARNES: He was quite pre-

pored to admit that by carrying the second
rcading they hed affirmed the principle, but
they were dealing in Coemmittee with

matters

mo-t I to the interests of the
State,

he said that the actions of the

Gover in regard to that and other

clauses re reprobute actions, unfairly ask-

ing ¢ claxos of the peonle to carry a

Toad had no right ¢o ask them to carry,
v

and in many cases |
irreaponsibles the pri
electors with burden:
for them to hear.
able, A

hands of

ng other

vile of sad
it mizhi be
The prinei
o that the Committ
ko rectors, and a certain expenditure
of money had to be discussed. Would the
5 cretary for onc moment suggest that
somebody from outide who had no interest
in the matter should be ealled in to decide
whether that money should be spent or not ?
They kuew perfectly well that hen., members
opposite had a lot of interests—landed and
otherwise—though somctimes they were told
that ther were only champions of the poor
widow cte., and they would never consent
to that being done. The arguments put for-
ward by the Opposition had not heon replied
to, and they could not be replied to, because
they had reason on their side, and could it
be supposed that members on that <ide, repre-
senting a majority of the people, should
quietly sit down and say they were going
to allow that clause to pass? o

The PreMizr: Do you 58y you represent
the majority of the people ? '

Hoy. W. H. BARNES: The Premier
knew that when the votes were counted on
the Government side and on the Opposition
side the former were 20,000 short, and yet
the Government came along and had the
audacity to suggest that extra burdens
should be laid on the people by those who
had no responsibility whatever. Originally,
there was a limit, and the local authority
could only rate so much in the £1, but it
was proposed to remove that limit. Was
that another of the proposals to help the
Government in their time of need? They
knew the Governmont were seeking to
skedaddle out of Parliament as quickly as
possible, because, on the other side, there
were a lot of members who were discon-
tented, and they did not like what was
happening outside. Was it a fair thing
that a proposal should be made to try and
take from the Government the responsibility
of finding work for a number of people who
were unemployed, and then providing in a
Bill like the one under discussion that certain
people who had no liability could so fix a
rate as to be a burden on the commuunity
generally and which would relieve the

e
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Government of their difficulties? It was a

most unfair proposal, and he hoped hon.
members on the Oppesition side would fight
every vital clause.

Mr. KING: The question of adult suf-
frage was of vital importance to the people
of Qucensland, and the amendment sought
to give a controlling influence to the bona
fide residents of Qucensland. It had been
argued in support of adult suffrage that
such a franchise existed in connection with
the State and Federal Parliaments, but local
government was not at all analogous fo
either the State or Federal Parliament.
Parliaraent was absolutely supreme, and had
2l worts of revenue. Tocal government, on
the other hand, was absolutely limited in its
powers. It had no legislative functions, and
its only source of revenue was the money it
made out of the unimproved value of land.
If they gave the irresponsibles a voie they
gave to these persons the right to put a
nreferential mortgage on every bit of rateable
land in Queensland. They kzew perfectly
well that the rates always remained as a
charge on the land, and the persen who
owned tho land was responsible. . Members
on that side of the House desired io give
the bopd fide occupier a vote, as that was the
mun who had to put up with all the surround-
ing difficalties and disabilities in connection
with drainage and roads, and they also knew
that the occupier was liable for the rates
if they were not paid. The man who lived
in a boarding-house had no responsibility
whatever. He was a bird of passage, as a
rule, and was here to-day and gone to-mor-
row. The man they wanted to satisfy in
local government was the person who made
his permanent residence in the area.

Mr. PAYNE (37ichell): The class of indi-
vidual in the community wbom members
opposite said should not have a vote was
more entitled to a vote in iccal authority
matters than any men sitting on the opposite
side of the House. What would be the
pesition of Queensland to-day if it had not
been for these men who put their swags on
their backs and went out and opened up the
country ? Hon. members opposite said that
unless a man owned property, or was rent-
ing a house, he should not be entitled to a
vote. Was a man staying in a boarding-
house not as great an asset to the owner
of property as the man paying rent for a
house? What would be the value of property
in the different districts of Queensland if
it had not been for that class of men which
hon. members opposite were pleased to call
nomads? He did think that hon. members
opposite had sufficient Australian fair play
to recognise that these people were the most
deserving class in the community. It was
those men who made it possible for the
hon. member for Bulimba to open up his
great business, and who made it possible for
Brisbane to be what it was. Those men
were just as keen in seeing that the place
in which they lived was kept clean as were
the owners of property. That class was the
backbone of the community, and yet, in this
twentieth century, thev had a body of men
on the Opposition benches who said that that
class of man should not have a vote!

According to the argument of
[8.30 p.m.] hon. members opposite, he should
not be a member of the House,
because for twelve years of his life he was
not settled down in a house. According to
them, a man who was not renting a humpy

Mr. Payne.]
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on a l6-perch allotment was not entitled to
a’ vote, although he was living there, and
had to put up with all the conditions in
the place. If there werce not lodgers in a
boarding-house the proprictor would not be
able to run it. In faect, thev would not
have had any communltv at all had it not
been for this class of men. lf it had been
left to the ordinary citizen to go out and
explore the country and open it up, the
blacks would have been here to-day. These
men had travelled hundreds of miles and
put up with hardship and inconvenience,
and now, because the community had been
dev eloped hon. members opposite said they
should not have a vote. He hoped the
Government would give them a vote. It
might as well be said that if these nomads
should not have a vote in a local authority,
they should not have a vote to return a
member to Parliament. They should be
given the rights which they had hitherto
been deprived of.

Mr. SWAYNE: It was because they were
watchful over the intcrests of the deserving
settlers in Queensland that they were sup-
porting this amendment. The man who
went out on the land and made a home for
himself at the cost of a lifetime’s work
was the one who was deserving of a
vote, and 1t was not a fair thing to give
that advantage to someonc who had only
been in the district three months. It must
be remembered that the vote was not only
for the election of aldermen, but to decide
as to borrowing money and other things.
The “ Daily Standard,” in a leading article,
spoke about the lack of accommodation for
the sporting public, and proposed that those
grounds should be made good, not at the
expense of the frequenters of them, but by
the municipal council out of rates, That
was what thev had arqued was likely to
occur under such a franchise as this. He
had a telegram from Wackay giving the
result of a public meeting. which was held
in the town hall, on this question. The
telegram read—

““ At meeting held town hall last night
following resolution carried by seventy
votes to three that this public meeting
of representative ratepayers emphatically
protests against proposals contained in
Local Authorities Act attempt amend-
ment Bill which are totally opposed to
spirit of democracy as non-ratepayers
would have power to impose rates of
local authorities.”

He did not think that any other town in
Queensland had a larger proportion of those
residing in it who owned their own homes
than the town of Mackav. This telegram
represented  the  opinion  of the most
democratic body of propertv owners in the
State. It was on account of such proposals
as this that the Government were placed in
a minority on 8th October last. This was the
kind of thing which damaged them in the
eyes of the world. He had a newspaper
extract containing a report of an interview
with Mr. Theodore in London recently. The
Premier was speaking of the need for settle-
ment. He said—

“The future depended on the develop-
ment of Queensland’s resources. It was
important to attract people and capital,
and anyv poliev which prevented the flow
of people and money to Australia, was
a mlstakon policy, which he would
condemn.”

[Mr. Payne.
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The Premier went on to point out the need of
getting people on the land, and invited people
to come from overseas to Queensland for that
purpose, That clause was more likely to
deter scttlement and to prevent people going
on the land than anything else. Who was
cgoing to settle on the land in Queensland if
their property was to be at the mercy of
the thriftless and improvident? Ile knew
instances of farmers who had voted for the
party o'moslte for years, and had now turned
against them because of this policy. The
main point was that the people of Qucens-
land had emphatically turned down this
policy on 9th October last. If the prescent
Government had any tinge of democracy in
their composition they would refrain from
forcing legislation that the people signified
they did ot want, and would so arrange
the electorates that they could get a fair tost
of what the people really desired in those
matters.

Mr. FORDE submitted that no notice could
be taken of the telegram read by the hon.
member for B{irani, because ulﬂ‘ough he
(Mr. Forde) was not well known in Mackay.
he thought, if he went there and advertised
that a sp(“]a] meeting would be held for the
purpoze of oolﬁa’dermw what form of fran-
chise would be ‘tdop’n‘d for manicipal elee-
tions, he would get a ten times larger meeting
than the onc referred to in the telegram;
and he considered that the hon. member
for Mackas would have no difficulty in
gotting  probably 1,000 or more people
to attend a meeting to discuss such an
important question, and if the whole of
the pm)p]o of Mackay had a vote on the
question he felt sure they would carry the
adult franchise by an overwhelming majority.
The mecting held the previous night at
Mackay no doubt was rigged for the purpose
probably of trying to deceive members of
the House,

The people of Rockhampton were looking
forward to the time when every man and
woman would have the same say in the
municipal elections as they had in the State
and the Federal elections. If the whole
of the people of Queensland were trusted
to clect men to serve them in the more
important spheres of the State and Federal
Legislatures—where they had great and far-
raaohmg powers—sur ely they could be trusted
to elect representatives to sit on the local
governing bodles'

A lot had been =aid about giving an
occupier a vote. They knew that if an
cccupier had his name on the roll only one
vote could be recorded from that house,
although probably six or eight adults resided
in it. He considered every person over
twenty-one years of age in that house should
be able to exercise the franchise at the
municipal elections. TFurther, in many houses
the man, who usually got his name on the
roll as the occupier, had a vote. while the
woman—who was expected to bhring up and
educate children for the development of the
State—was denied the franchise. He con-
tended that the women of Queensland should
have the same right with regard to municipal
elections as men and women had in the State
and Federal elections. The people who did
not own property, who did not have palatial
residences, were referred to by hon. members
opp051te as irresponsibles. nomads, and
loafers. He was going to defend those people
because he believed that the amount of pro-
perty a man owned or the palatial residence
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in which he resided was no criterion as to his
worth to the community. He considered
those people were more deserving of the
franchise, in many cases, than were hon,
members opposite who owned property but
who would be parties to profiteering, and
would rob those people for whom the Go-
vernment were putting up a fight to-day.
Another thing was that, owing to the lack-
adaisical method of their local governing
bodics, the health of the people was not
cared for in the way in which it should be.
In Rockhampton there were drains that were
not looked after by the city council, because
on that council they had many representatives
who were afraid to make any move which
would be prejudicial to the moneyed interests
and the property-owners. When they elected
the representatives of democracy who would
not be tied by money and property, and
whose only consideration would be the wel-
fare of the people, they would have all these
filthy spots wiped out of the municipal areas,
they would have a more advanced mumclpal
council, a more healthy and virile people,
and the people of Queensland would have
reason to feel deeply grateful to this Govern-
ment for the great service they had rendered
to Queensiand.

Mr. TAYLOR : It was rather amusing to
hear some hon. members on the other side
talking about the privileges and rights of
ratepayers to be the only people who exer-
cised the {ranchise. KEvery member on the
other side was selected as a candidate for
Parliament by men who were financial in
their organisations. The man who was not
financial had no vote in the selection of a
single candidate. Yet they got up in this
Chamber and decried the right of pcople
-who had the money to exercise the franchise.
That showcd the humbug and hypocrisy of
it all. They lost sight of the fact that
every one of those individuals had the right
to elect representatives to Parliament, and
thosa representatives framed the Aect which
directed the activities of the local authorities.
No one had stated that those men had not
rights, that they were worthless characters,
and had not helped to build up the State.
There was no nccessity for a great number
of men to carry their swags throughout
Queensfand. There weore opportunitics for
them to do better than that, but, unfortu-
nately, they did not embrace them. To say
that becanse men hdd exercised a certain
amount of thrift, and had got a little home,
they should not have certain privileges was
a slander and a libel on those individucls
who had managed to do that. Tt was to
their credit that they had heen able to marry
and raise familics, which were wanted. They
did pret waut single men wandering about
the ecountry., who did not marrs and raise
families.  They heard a lot about plural
voting, If they fook two individuals who
owned two or three allotments of cqual
value, ther swwould find that in one house
thore would be six or eight votes, and in the

cther only two. If that was not a svstem
of plural ~voting, he wounld like to know
what was. To say that loeal authorities

had failed in their duties in the past. and
that democracy was eoing to cure all the
ills to which the nublic woere subject, was
so much humbug. He hoped the amendment
would be carried.

Mr. COLLINS: He had becn looking for-
ward to this measura of reform, because he
realised the great powers which could be
exercised by the local authorities. He was
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surprised that any member of the Country
party should be opposed to this proposal. It
was as well to know the power the local
authorities had, so that they could get a

grasp of what this particular

[9 p.m.] {ranchise really meant. The

whole of the powers under the

Tocal Government Act had seldom been

availed of by any local authority. Section 62

of the Local Authorities Act of 1902
provides—

“The local authority may, from tims
to time, take, purchase, erect, rent, con-
tract for the use of, or otherwise provide,
cither within the area or, subject to this
Act, at a reasonable dlstau(‘e therefrom,
Jand and buildings to be used for or in
connection with aqueducts, baths, bores,

bridges, canals, cemecterics, crematories,
dams, electrical works, cxperimental
farms, ferries, fire stations, flood gates

and flood warnings, fords, gas works,
gravel and sand pits, gymnasiums, works
for conservation of hydraulic and other
power, jotties, landing places, libraries,
locks, markets, museums, offices, omnibus
services, parks, appliances for the
destruction or prevention of pests, pounds,
public meetings, public music, pumps,
quays, quarrics, recreation grounds,
reservolrs, roads, rvubbish dcpots, scwage
farms, disposal works and depots, septic
tanks, slaughter-houses, sowers, viaducts,
washhouses, watercourses, waterworks,
wharves, weighing machines, weirs, wells,

or other public purposes.”
and so on. Yet, hon. moembers opposite
were trying to belittle local government.
Just as zgreat reforms could be carried out
by local authoritics as by the State Govern-
mont if they endeavourcd to carry out the
orks he had enumcratcd; and vet they had
members like the hon. member for Mirani
opposing the reform proposed by the clause
under discussion. A\mom would think that
hon. member was living in the dark ages.
e was aware that, if the hon. member had
his way, North Qucensland would be popu-

lated by the dark races, and there would
be no need for that measure, becanse he did
not suppose the hon. member would be

willing to give the dark men a vote.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order!

Mr. COLLINS: The Bill vas one of the
measures that he was glad to have lived
‘cu sce upon the statute-beok. What were
hon. members opposite afraid of 7 He could
not understand how thirty-four of them ever
got into that Chamber on the broad fran-
chise. If ther were net afraid of the broad
franchisc in comnection with parliamentary
cloctions, why should thev be afraid of it
in connection  with local authoriti What

-2s  behind the amendment? 1When the
mrv]o men and single women left their gold-
fields owing to depression, immediately there
was a deecline in land values, and, if all the
dngle men and single women were to leave
the eloctorates of Carnarvon and Murrumba,
imimediately there would be a fall in land
Valuov in those clectorates. DBecause then
forefathers rofused to give the whole of the
people a vote in connection with lccal autho.
rities, was there to be no progress at all?
T'his was a progressive measure, and he was
~«urpr1s d at any hon. member opposing
it. Reference had heen made to the man
who carried his swag being put on an equal
footing with the man who owned property.
Were hon. members prepaved to refuse the
vote to the man who carried his swag for

Mr. Collins.]
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the return of a member of Parliament? He
was inciined to think there were a lot of
misguided men, who owned no property,
who had voted for the hon. member for Port
Curtis and many other hon. members on
that side. The hon. member would pot be
prepared to go to his electorat: and tell
those men that, because thev did not own sny
broperty, they should not have a vote to
return a member to the Assembly. He was
surpriced at the hon. member for Windsor—
a man with a wide knowledge of things, and
a awide reading, who kuew full well that the
great trachers of the world, especially a
great religious teacher of the world, owned
no property. Would the hon. member say
that such men should not be allowed to vote
for some Mr. Bumblefoot as a member of a
local authority 7 The Country party claimed
to represent the country, though they only

reprerented a very small portion of it.” How
many of the local authorities in the elec-

torates of those hon. members had carried
out any of the long list of works he had
quoted? THow many of them had established
experimental farins?  The cstablishment of
such farms by local authorities would be one
means of dealing with the unemploved pro-
blem that members of the Country party
wery continually talking about. Considering
that the restricted franchise in connection
with local authorities had existed for genera-
tions, what progress had been made by those

local authorities? Take the city of Bris-
bane! How much better would it have
been if, instead of handing over the right
to run trams to a privaie i, they
nad undertaken the work themselves? If
there was any city in the Commonwealth

where there was a good groundwork for
broadening the franchise, it was the city of
Brisbane. Here they had a city with a
population of 200.000, with a sanitary system
similar ‘o what they found iu the country
districts. He did not want to boast about
it, but the savitary arrangements in his own
aistrict were a long way ahead of those in
the part of Brisbane in which he lived.
(Opposition laughter.) Ifon. members oppo-
site were not speaking on behalf of the
country. Government members were offer-
ing no opposition to the broad franchise;
they represented the country parts of Queens-
land. The opposition was coming from a
few city and town representatives and per-
sons who represented very small clectorates,
like the hon. member for Drayton, who
represented 525 square miles.

Mr. MaxweLL: You do not represent square

miles, vou represent humanity.
Mr. COLLINS: What did humanity
mean? Did it not mean men. and women?

If it did. he claimed the hon. member’s vote
for the broad franchise, on the ground that
it was humanity that should be represented
by local authorities. Did those great
teachers, to whom they owed so much, WOrry
about corner allotments or other property ?
They were, none the less, great teachers.
Ideas, not property, counted. The man who
invented u cream separator may have owned
no property, but he conferred a great benefit
on humanity, and saved millions of hours
of toil. Would anyone say that because a
man owned no property he should not be
able to occupy the position of mayor of Bris-
bane, and help to solve some of the problems
facing mankind at the present time? They
lived in a changing world. Tt had to
move on and on, and this was one of the

[Mr. Collins.
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methods by which it would move on. So
hon. members need not be afraid of the
measure. One never need be afraid of the
common sense of the people. They talked
about irresponsibles. He, himself, at one
time, was classed as an irresponsible, and a
good many other reformers also, but they
now held responsible positions, and sat on
the front Treasury benches, and just as they
were fit to guide the destinies of this great
State, so people cutside who owned no pro-
perty were fit to guide the destinies of muni-
cipal or shire councils, or any other local
authorities. FHe had not yet seen great
wizdom displared by local authorities. When
cne went from town to town, and city to
city, he was astounded at how backward they
were. They needed to get a move on. There

. were more powers in the Local Authorities

Acts than powers to make a road, or tip
a load of stones in front of an alderman’s
door. They needed to do more things than
that, and they could only be done by
broadering the franchise. He hoped there
would be no division, Let them be unani-
mous for once. Let them sav that they
believed, as the hon. member for Toowong
said, in humanity.

At five minutes after 9 o’clock pom.,

Mr. Poriocx, one of the Temporary Chair-
nen, relteved the Chairman in the chair.

Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong): Some of the
speeches they had heard were a revelation.
It had been a revelation to him to hear the
abuse thet had heen hurled at leeal sutherity
men hon. members on the other side
who knew nothing about the matter—who
criticised the work that had been done by a
body of honourable men, whe, for the
interest of their own cities, of their country,
snd their communities, had given their time
and money, purely for humanity, irrespective
of what any member on the other side might
say. (Hear, hear!) The hon. member for
Bowen had said that no wisdom had been
displayed amongst local authorities. Then,
what idea could the Home Secretary have
had in ealling in the local authorities to
combat the infiuenza epidemic, after the
Government of the day had tried and were
defeated? (Hear, hear!)

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
were not.

Mr. MAXWELL : The hon. member knew
they wero. They threw up the sponge, and
turned to the local authorities, and practi-
cally said, “ We cannot control this scourge.
For CGod’s sake, you local authority men,
take hold of it!” He knew the time the
local authority men spent in connection with
it. and they did it, not for areas, for square
miles, for dingoes or kangaroos, but for
humanity. Tt was all very well to falk
about the leaders of religion in carly days
who owned no vroperty. Let men who
talked of such things be consistent, and tnke
the whole of the advice given to them. One
of the exhortations of Christianity was to
live peacefully with all men, and if vour
neighhour struck you on the right cheek, to
turn to him the left, Tt was all very well
to talk part of the doctrine, let them have
it all.

The Houmr SecreTAry: Why not wait tili
Sunday?

Mr. MAXWELL: He was giving it to
them because the hon. member for Bowen
wanted to wusurp the whole function of

They
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mbacm;w christian ethics, whereas he main.
tained that on the ()pposmon side there
were just as many men who believed in the
christian ideal as on the other side. They
had been told that they were fighting one of
the pl]nclpleb in the measure. XHe was not
going to deny 1it, and, with the lcader of the
\armnal party, hoped they would fight every
clause that they thought was an injustice to
the people of the State, It was not only the
big man—the capitalist—who owned property,
but also the middle-class man and the worker,
who had his property in his building society.
It was the occupier of the house and the
Jand who was worthy of consideration. The
opportunity  for  the franchise being
broadened was given to representatives who
came to vote in the Parliament of the State,
and what did they do? They took a man’s
property, and said, ‘“ We are going to hold
your property as sncurlty against moltqaves
and overdr: fts, and against loans.” They
did not want plopmty for representation,
but when they went to the banker, what did
the banker-sav? If they asked for a loan of
£5.000, not as against rates, but as against

individuals, the banker would say, “ You
must let me sce your securitv.’
Mr. WinsTaniey: He would sav, “ What

are your rates?”

Mr. MAXWELL: He would open the safe,
and sax the same as an eminent financier in
London said—‘‘Gentleman, come in here; this
is where I keep my sccurities.” There had
been a great amount of mud-slinging at
local authority men throughout the debate.
but they were a bedy of men who had
devoted -years to the work, and there had
not been a Home Secro’cary at any one of
the confcrences that had been held for some
years pait who had not stood up and said
local authority men had done a great work
and a mnoble work for the adxancement of
this State. And what did they get? They
had hon. members on the other side telling
them that the sanjtary system in Brisbane
was a disgrace. That was nor the fault of
the Brisbane local authorities. The Govern-
ment had created already the Metropolitan
Water and Sewerage Boald and they had
intreduced in the Metropontan Water and
Sewerage Board a system which would take
some time to gnt into operation—the day
and God knows when they
were gomff to finish their work.

The Houe SucreTary: Do you say that is
the real trouble?

Mr. MAXWELL: It was
trouble; and he would quote Mr. Smales,
from New South Wales, who was brought
up here and gave a rcport as to the work
of the board in cortain matters, and he
nomh\'l out that the system was bmd and
VOT (ﬂ"" P

The HoME SECRETARY: What system?

ir. MAXWELL: The day labour system.
The Houe SrncrrTARY : He pointed out that
the dircction was bad.

Mr. MAXWELL: It was all very well for
the hon, gentleman to blame a scction of
the local authorities in comnection with the
sanitary system. It was not Brisbane, South
Brisbane, Toowong, or any of the other local
authorities that were to blame. Members
opposite spoke in a loyd voice about the
democracy which they represented. It was
a wonderful thing to him that members on
the Opposition side of the House had a
20,000 majority over the other side i1f mem-

part of the
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bers on the other side represented the people.
If it were the case that they did represent
the people, he would draw their attention
to the fact that associated with local
authority work were men who held Labour
views; and, in his experience. the question
of politics never enteled into the matter.
Thoese men w ere working shoulder to shoulder
with others who held different views in civie
life. The other night a meeting was held.
He, as mayor of Brisbane, happened to call
that mecting, and he would tell hon. mem-
bers that certain resolutions were carried
unanimously at that meeting, and one reso-
iution was ‘‘ Absolute opposition to adult

franchise in municipal government.”

Mr. Cotrixs: How many attended the
meeting ?

Mr. MAXWELL: Twenty local authorities.

Mr. ForpE: How many representatives?

Mr. MAXWELL: Before the debate was
finished he would endeavour to get the
information, but he would say that Brisbane,
South Brisbane, Toowong, Ipf~wi0h, Hamil-
ton, btephens Windsor, Sandgate, Kedron,
Sherwood, Taringa, Yeerongplﬂv Toombul,
Wynnum, lWOgg’l Marcochy, Ithaca, and
Coorparoo and others were rnmesented If
it was good enough for those men to come
the distance fhoy did to discourse upon
subjects such as they were discussing—subjects
of such vital importance—surely the House
shounld listen to what those local authority
represantatives had to say.

Mr. ForpE having repeatedly interjected,

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
I hope the hon. member for Rockhampton
will obey my call to order.

Mr. Forpe: 1 will, Mr. Pollock; but I
cannagt stand the hon. member telling lies.

Hox. J. G. APPEL rose to a point of
order. The hon. member for Rockhampton
said the hon. member for Toowong was
telling lies. He asked that the hon. member
be compelled to withdraw.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN:
hon. member must withdraw.

Mr. Forpk: The hon, member is a pre-
varicator of the truth. Probably I was not
in order in saying he told lies.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Do I
understand the hon. member to withdraw?

The

Mr. Forpe: As it is unparliamentary, I
withdraw.
Mr. MAXWELL : The hon. member knew

full well that the statements he was making
were ao~01umly true. Was it untrue that
Mr. James Page rose to one of the highest
positions a man could have? It was not
untrue that Mr. Andrew Fisher rose to the
highest position any man could reach, and
he said all honour to those men. The late
Hon. Andrew Dawson and the late Hon. T,
J Byrnes all rose from the people. And
the Hon. William Hughes also rose to a
very high position, and the opportunity was
given to him.

Mr. Forpe: Thanks to
workers of West Sydney.

the waterside

Mr. MAXWELL: The least the hon. mem-
ber says about West Sydney the better.

Mr. ForpE: Why?

Mr. MAXWELL: If the hon. member
wanted to know he would tell him. One
hon. gentleman

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!

Order !
Mr. Mazwell.]
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Mr. MAXWELL: He had submitted the
names of local authorities represented at the
meeting the other night, which passed a
unanimous resolution, and the amendment
propesed was a very fair one, and one that
should receive the consideration that it
descrved.  ““ Property 7 was a word that had
been hurled at hon. members on that side
of the House, and he wanted to emphasise
the fact that if it were not for property
the local authoritics could not get their
loans, they could not get their overdrafts,
and could not carry on their local govern-
ment work. Any man who had an ambition

to own a little home was a good

19.30 p.m.] asset to the State. (Hear, hear!)

The clectors of Toowong had sent
him into Parliament to represent them, and
he would do all he possibly could to prevent
such an unjust measurc as this from heing
placed on the statute-book.

OrprositioNn MeMBERS : Hear, hear!
The HOME SECRETARY: He thought

that about sixty speakers had now addressed
themselves to the question of adult fran-
chise; everything that could be said either
for or against it had been said, and it was
only fair that they should now do some
business. (Hear, hear!) The same speeches
had been made again and again—on the
leave to introduce the Bill in Commitree,
again on the second reading, aund now on
this clause of the Bill. He apnealed to hon
members, having registered their objection
to the principle, fo take a vots on the
matter, He did net rememher a Bill sirce
he had been in the Tlouse on which there
had bern so many speeches on the second
reading.

Mr. MAXWELL :

The HOME SECRETARY: 1t was very
important, but saying the same thing over and
over again did not make it more important.
The hon. member for Teoowong introduced
the question of local authovit OpPOsing
the Bill. Of course, the local authorities
would oppose it, because people elected
under a limited franchise would naturally
oppose tha extension of the franchi-e, as it
might jeopardise their position on a local
amhontv but it was no argument against
the privciple. Either the principle was right
and sound or it was wrong., The argument
thm local authorities all over Quecnsland
objected to it, did not prove anything. It
was merely a statement that privileged
individuals elccted under a privileged fran-

It is very important.

chise ohjected to the extension of that
franchise. The hon. member for Toowong
argued that the local authorities had done
goed work. No one had said otherwise. The

it was right

question at issue was whether
He thought

to extend the franchise or not.

that overvthing that could ke said against
the clause had been said, and that they

should now come to a decision.

Hown. J. ¢t. APPEL:
port the amendment.
lord, and had always

He proposed to sup-
He had bheen a land-
given the local authority
vote to theose who oncuplr\l his premiscs.
Hon. members opposite had talked about
the man with a swag on his bzek. who had
blazed the trail and developed the State,
but he had been to a certain extent a
parasite on the State.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
scandalous.

Hown. J. G. APPEL:

than anyone, knew

[Mr. Marwell.

That is

The Minister, more
that that was a fact,
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because those men simply followed other
men who, by their enterprise and capital,
opened up the country. They had followed
them from station to station, where they
knew they could get rations and something
to do. Hon. members opposite were simply
puppets, sclected by caucus and the iittle
junta which sat as the executive of the Aus-
tralian Workers’ Union, and who must ohey
the Australian Workers’ Union.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : I tfrust
the hon. member will speak to the question.

Hown. J. G. APPEL: Those men who had
carried their swag on their backs were
siinply loafers, going from station to station
cadging provisions. They were not the men
who had made¢ the State.

Mr. BRENNAN interjected.

Hon. J. G. APPEL: The hon. member who
interjected is the ‘“boss’ cadger.

Mr. BRENNAN : Mr. Chairman, I would
aslk if the hon. member for Albert is in order
in using such an expression.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : I point
out to the hon. member for Albert that he
is not in order in referring to the hon.
member for Toowoomba as the * boss
cadger,” and I would ask him to withdraw.

Hon. J. G. APPEL: He would withdraw
the remark. He admitted 1t was only a
reasonable proposition that every member
of the community who was an oceupier should
have a vote. It was only fair that those
who were interested in any local authority
as occupiers should have a vote, becausc the
taxation of that local authority, more or
less, fell upon them.

It was an unfortunate thing, in the affairs
of cur Ausiralian democracy, that a certain
section of the community who were e'octed
as reprasentatives—supposedly—of the people,
were under the control of a power which was
not controlled by the people. TUnless hon.
members opposite were prepared practically
to enslave themselves, they could not enter
that House, and it was a greater misfortune
that, owing to the conditions which existed
to-day, they were cnabled to imposc upon the
ratepayers a proposition such as was con-
tained in the Bill. The hon. member for
Rockhampton spoke about dirty drains and
insanitation which existed under the present
svstern of representation. He could tell that
hon. member the men who were most insani-
tary were those they proposed to enfranchise.
Under the Shearers and Sugar Workers’
Accommodation Act it was required of
station-owners that they should erect build-
ings superior to those which they themselves
occupied.

Mr. Kirwan: Nothing of the kind,

Hox. J. G. APPEL. What did the hon.
gentieman know about it? Ide never was
in the West.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Ovder!
1 ask the hon. gentleman, for the Jast time,
to connect his remarks with the amendment.

Iion. J. G. APPEL: Hon. members knew
as well, as he did, that those men abused
the accommdation, Then hon, members
cpposite got up, and for political purposes,
spoke abgut local authorities not having
provided sufficient sanitary accommodation.
As soon as settlements ceased to exist, where
were those men? Hon. members on the
other side said labour was the only thing
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which developed the State. But when capital
left any section of the State, labour immedi-
ately drifted elsewhere. If hon. members
opposite were not under the contrcl of that
little junta which exercised a greater control
over them, and unfortunately over the workers
of Quecensland, than ever was exercised by
Czardom, or the infamous council of ten,
and if they expressed their honest opinions,
thev would vote for this proposition which
asked that the occupiers of premises in a
local authority should exercise the franchise.
Not one member sitting on hid® side of the
House was opposed to that proposition,
because more or less those people contributed
to the funds of the particular local authority.
But to say that the parasite of the community
—the criminal scum of Queensland—were to
exercise a controlling influence in the election
of representatives to local authorities was
absolutely opposed to democracy and to the
seftlement and development of this fair
State. It was uscless appealing to hon.
members on the Caucus side of the Chamber,
as they had their commands and they must
obey those commands.

Mr. BRENNAN (Zoowoomba): If any
reason was needed why the clause should be
passed In its present form, it was to be
found in the attack made by the hon. mem-
ber for Albert onfunfortunate people who

were not able to protect them-

[10 p.m.] selves otherwise than through
] their  representatives in  that
Chamber. If the hon. member’s remarks
were made to those people outside, they
would be highly indignant. The hon. mem-
ber had referred to them as * nomads,”
“wasters,”  ‘‘ eriminal scum,” ‘‘parasites,”’
“erawlers”’

Hon. J. G. ArpEL: 1 did not say crawlers.
You are a crawler.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
I would ask the hon. member to withdraw
that expression.

Hon. J. G. AppeL: If the hon. member
would withdraw the statement that he (Mr.
Appel) referred to members of the com-
munity as “crawlers” he would withdraw
what he said.  He had not used the
expression © crawlers.”

Mr. BRENNAN: He would withdraw the
statement, but the hon. member called them
“eriminal scum,” which was worsa.  He
also said that those people were not entitled
to a vote because they were the most insani-
tary portion of the population. 1t was the
duty of every member of the Opposition who
did not endorse those sentiments to rise and
protest. It was a disgrace that any hon.
member should use such language with refer-
ence to people who swere not able to deal
personally  with such conduct. For that
reason alonn, the clause should go through.

Mr. FPLETCHER: The amendment was
both foir and just, and he hoped the Govern-
ment would accept it in place of their pro-
posal a® set out in the clause. He viewed
the proposed alteration of the franchise as
one of the most dangerous proposals to the
communitx that had ever been introduced in
this Chamber. He did not think the public
realised what was coming, and it was their
duty to protest to the utmost of their ability
against it. No words of his could possibly
convey what he felt upon the subject. It
was a big step down the path to socialism,
which would smother all the finer instincts
of the race, such as resourcefulness, initiative,
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determination, patriotism, and all the other
virtues that made a great nation, and would
encourage and foster idleness and slothful-
ness. It meant that they would become a
degenerate race, an casy prey for some more
virtle power that might arise, and he was
sure that none of them had any wish to see
thist brought about. Some hon. members on
the other side might be sinccre, but he was
certain there were others who did not
believe in the measure. He did not think
the Home Sccretary believed in it, and the
hon. gentleman should rise superior to his
surroundings and oppose it.

At three minutes past 10 o’clock p.m.,

The CraRMAN resumed the chair.

Mr. FLETCHER: In opposing the clause
he was not against the worker. He really
thought it was better for the workers that
the clause should mot be carried. Those
clected might be the very best citizens pos-
sible, but they had not the ability or the
experience to run the affairs of the. local
authorities. The hon. member for Mitchell
said the eclection for Parliament and for
the local authority was one and the same
thing, but it was totally different, because
they would have no opposition in many of
the local authorities. In the hon. member’s
own district, there would be seven Labour
councillors and no opposition whatever, so
that the seven Labour men could do just as
they liked. In Parliament there would
alwavs be an Opposition, and the one party
always counteracted the other. Seeing the

financial distress of the country, such a
revolutionary  alteration of the franchise
should bo submitted to the people. If that

course were followed, it would be defeated
by at least 100,000 votes. If the Government
were honest at all, they would take it to
the people, sceing they were in a minority of
20.000 votes. It was not fair at the present
juncture, in view of the financial distress
that existed, that they should pass a mecasure
that involved an cxpenditure of £20.000 or
£30,000 next vear to initiate th» scheme.
Tt was a deleferious and deteriorating pro-
position, and he could oniy protest zm'aamst
it and express the hope that, before it was
too late, the Government would sce the
dangers lying ahead. The community would
rnot feel the effects immediately. It did not
feel the coffects of Government whether good
or bad for zome little time, and it was going
to be the sams with this alteration of the
franchise. It would probably be two or three
vears before the effects werc foli, but it
would have a very damaging effect through-
out the whole community, and he was sorry
to see it introduced.

Mr. MORGAN: He would like to deal
with one or two of the arguments adduced
by hon. members opposits as reasons why
the local authority franchise should be
extended to all adults in the community.
One of the reasons given by heon. members
on the other side, was that in. some towns
in Queensland, more especially in the North,
there were slums—which they called China-
town—and, if the franchize were cxtended
so that Labour representatives should be
elected to the councils, they would do away
with those slums. Ile was very bpleased to
know that such slums did not exist in South
Queensland. He found from a recsnt issue
of “Smith’s Weekly 7 that in Sydney—
where the Labour party had control of the
city council—the greater number of proper-
ties in the sham districts were owned by the
Sydney City Council itself. That cshowed

Mr. Morgan.]
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although the Labour party had a

n the council, they had not done
to improve the conditions which
exasted prior to their advent.

The hon. member for Rockhampton told
them that if people were intelligent enough
to have votes for the Federal and State elec-
tions, they should have votes for local govern-
ment. e mnever had anything to say
against the nomad, but whilst he would
admit that the nomad did contribute directly
to the taxation of the Commonwealth and
State, he did not do so in the ecase of local
government.  If the Government endowed
Jocal authorities to the extent of £1 for £1
or £2 for £1, as thay did many years ago,
there would be some force in the argument
for the clause, because it then could be said
that the nomad contributed something towards
the funds of local authorities, through the
Government.  In a similar ‘manncr, the
nomad had a right to have admittsnce to
their hospitals, because the Government sub-
sidized them to the extent of £2 to £1. But
the argument held no water sn far as local
government was  concerned, although hun-
dreds of men who had carried their swag
through Australia had become successful and
prosperous citizens.

The Fome Secretary, when introducing the
Bill, said thet although he was an occupier
of a house, he had not a vote, and that
probably if he insisted on having one, as he
could under the present Act, as an occupier,
he would be told to get another house. iy
amendment did away with any trouble like
that.  Although, even if the occupier in-
sisted at the preseni time, he could get his
vote, the amendment went one better, It
would not be a matter of whether the land-
lord liked it or not. The occupier, purely
and simply by operation of law, would obtain
the vote automatically.

Br. Forpe: What if there happened to be
two families?

Mr. MORGAN: If their wives had pro-
perty or were ocenpiers, they would get votes.

The Hoxi SECRETARY: If you admit that,
the whole of rour csse fslls to the ground.

Mr. MORGAN: Not at all. The bon.
member for Rockhampton pointed to the facs

that -under the amendment trachers and
University profestors might not have roses.
He thought that was very far-fetched. Por-

haps he knew of no teacher or University
professor who would not be entitled to a
vote, but whon they were dealing with sucht
a matter, lot them geot down to concret:
cases, and <deal with the matter from a
sensible, practical point of view. Suppose
two men went into a certain locality to live.
One man, when he drow his pav at the end
of the week, perhaps attended the races,
spent Ssturday night in gambling., and paid
bis board, and on Monday had nothing left
till next pay day.
the gambling, lived comfortably, asl put
something in the bank every weck, The latter
would coventually become a property-owner.
e would become that detestable thing, a
capitalist, that he felt sure the hon. member
for Rockhampton was endcavouring to breome
every day of his life. Tie hoped he would
succeed, because every man should be am-
bitious to own his own homs and have a
little bit of a stake in the country.

Mr. FERRICKS: A stake in the country did
not count in the case of conscription.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!
[(Mr. Morgan.
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Mr. MCRGAN : His idea of the law of the
land was that it should be such that every
young man might essily become a property-
owner. He knew that sas not the idea of
the socialist. He wanted to prevent men
from owning property, because he knew, as
Andrew Fisher once sald, that once a man
owned property he ceasesd to be a Labour
man.

Iir. CoLLiNs:
the kind.

The CHAIRMAN : Oxder!
member to connect his
question.

Ir. MORGAN: in his opinion,
should be the object of legislation, to enable
every young man at a very early age to
become a land-owner. He certainly would
be a better citizen than if he followed the
example of the first of the men he gave as
an illustration, who gambled his spsre cash
and eventuslly ended uwp in Dunwich, or
somewhere clse like that., After all was said
and done, the whole of the revenue of the
local authorities came from thosze who owned
property.  The Bill was going to have a far-
reaching offect in Queensland, and if passed
as iatroduced, it was not likely to help the
Prewmier obtain his loan money.

Cl Keep your threats to your-

He never said anything of

Ia

remarks

< the hon.
with the

COLLINS :
self.  You are not the (Bvernment.

Lir. MORGAN: It was pot o threat; it
was good advice. He intended to vofe for
the emendment, and hoped the Minister would
accept 1t.

The FHoME SECRETARY : No.

Mr. GILDAY (Ithaca): The Opposition
had moved an amendment to the clause, and
he remembered when he was sitting in oppo-
sition that the then Opposition had endca-
voured to pass a somewhat similar amend-
ment giving larger powers so far as local
authorities were concerned, when they could
not get adult sufirage, but the then Govern-
ment fought them strongly on that occasion.
The amendment was somcwhat sugar-coated,
sarause he knew of one case, and the hon.
member for Toowang could not deny it—
it w very . prevalent during municipal
elections—where a gontleman who owned a
rumber of allotments in different parts of
Brisbane was in the habit of paying the
rates for property in the name of many of
his friends.

Mr. MaxwelL: I do deny it
Mr. GILDAY: He could prove ib, and
he challengad the hon. member to prove

that his words were not correct.

Mr. MAXWwELL: I deny it

Mr. GILDAY: He would bring proof of
what he was sayving. A banker in Brisbane
paid the ratoz for fifteen different individuals,

such rates being on the property that was
owned by the said banker.
Mr, Maxwrnn: In the Brisbane City

Council?

Mr. GILDAY : He was taking the metro-
politan area. The rates were paid, and
several of them did not know their
names were associated with those allotments,
and two days before the election he came
round and asked those people to vote for
him. That kind of thing had been going
on for years in Brisbane. The hon. member
for Toowong had stated that Ithaca was
represented at a meeting held recently, but
he would tell the hon. member that the repre-
sentative from Ithaca had no mandate from
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the people of Ithaca. The workers of Ithaca
knew nothing of the matter. He would also
tell the hon. member for Toowong that the
streets of Brishanc werc the mest dangerous
of any in any city in Australia to-day.
Mr. MaxwrrL: I deny that.

2y, GILDAY: Let the hon. member go
to any of the other cities in Australia, and
he would see for himself. The motor
garages in Brisbane were pleased with the
roads in Brisbane, because it meant more
work for them from the people who owned
motor-cars.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. GILDAY: TUnder present circum-
stances, it was no earthly use a man putting
up for election to a shire council unless he
was connected with vested interests. A great
deal had been said about people who did
not own land. What about the unfortunate
teamster? He had to pay a wheel tax, and
why should he not have a say as to who
should represent him cn the local authority ?
He said unhesitatingly that the streets of
Brisbanc were the worst in Australia. Kagle
street was the only portion of Bristane where
the counecil had dene any work that was a
credit to them, with the exception of a small
piece in Albert street, opposite the Empire
Theatre. Outside these two places, the work
carried on by the city council had been
disgraceful, taking info account the amount
of moner spent. If the hon. member for
Toowong would look at his own door, he
would see that it was absolutely neccessary
to have a different class of people elected
to the council in order to get better work
done for the money spent.

Mr. XERR (Fnoggerc): There scemed to
be a misconception in regard to the word
“ parasite.”” When he was in New Zealand
some vears ago, they had in New Zealand
a number of racecourse ¢ touts,” who made
their living on the racccourse. Some years
ago New Zealund abolished those men from
the raceccurs=ss, and the result was an influx
into Quecnsland of men who were known
as parasites, and they were to be seen im
the ccts of Brishane ev day. They
wers peonle who had not asked for a vote,
‘but thev had been commnelled to go to the
poll and vote under adult franchise. He
thourht that the reads in Queeunsland were
not bad in commnarison with the roads in
France and Belegium, which countries he had
been in. He thought it was right that the
oceupicr should have a vote. There were
verwy few people. after all, who were not
occupiers. It seemed to him that this Bill
was the oxtreme apex of sccialism. The
man who had worked hard to get a small
home would have to wmortgage his place
owing to those who werc not residents. In
opposing the clause as it stood, he was out
for the man who had a small cottage and had
paid it off or was paving it off. He might
vefer to a co-operative sncioty which was nro-
posed to be formed in Brisbane at an early
date. in which gratuity bonds were heing put
in to the extent of £20.000, and he, as a
member who had nut in his bonds, objected
to anvone who had no stake in the vndertak-
ing coming to vote at the meetings. This Bill
was aiming at a similar thing in connection
with local authorities.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham) said that if
it was only in the interests of the nomads,
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of whom they had heard o much about
during the dcbate, he would support the
amendment. There were two classes amongst
the nomads; a great many of them were
working men who had to travel to and
from their work, while the other portion of
thoe nomads were of no gocc to the com-
munity. It was interesting vo see hon. mem-
bers opposite taking such an interest in the
nomads, but they had never done anything
for them before. -
Mr. BRENNAN:
the elections.

Mr. DEACON: It gave him nc opportunity
of doing anything for himself. There were
more nomads now than tnecre were before
the present Government took office.  This
clause would injure the people who helped
the nomad now, because ne had to depend
for work upon the people who owned land.

We gave him a vote at

This Bill would not be an improvement 1n

local government work, although it might
change the members in some shires. There
were some nomads, and they were not the
majority, who tock no interest in the coun-
try, and it would do a great deal of injury
if they were given a vote. Why not make
it embrace the people the Flome Secretary
said did not get the vote?

The Howe SECRETARY: What about the
thousands of public scrvants who are removed
from one town to ancther?

Mr. DEACOXN : They could make the Bill
apply to them. They were going at it
indiseriminately, and it was not fair. Objec-
tien was taken only to the class of people
who were not entitled to a vote.

Question—That the word proposed to be
omitted (Mr. Moore’s amendment) stand part

of the clauses—put; and the Committee
divided :—
AYEs, 34,
Air. Barber Mr. Huxbam
,, Bertram ,. Hirwan
,, Bresnan - 1
Buleock '
L, Colling .
., Cocper, F. AL ',
, Coopor, W. v
., Coyne .
' ,, Peterson
- ,» DPoliock
. se Eloy(,!an
. ,. Ryan
,,» Foley ,. Yiopford
Theedore
We

W nley

Tetlers: Mr. Dash and Mr. Dunstan.

NoEs, 24.
Mr. Appel Mr. King
,, Darnes, & T, ., Legan
,» Barnes, W, H, :

>
,, Rebhring .
., Cattermull
,, Costello M
.. Teacon o Toborts, T HL G
- phinstone . Sizer
,. Fletrher ., Swavne
Gresn Tavior
5 a2
,, Jlones Walker
., Kerr Warren

Tellers: Mr. Costello and Mr. Gra'»
Resolved in the affirmative.”

Mr. MAXWILL moved the omission of
“an area’ on line 22, and the insertion of

Mr. Mazrwell.]
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“any area within Queensland.” As the Bill
stood, only those who were in the area could
stand as a candidate for municipal honours.
The amendment would place it on the same
footing as the provision regarding State
elections. In his own case, under the Bill
as 1t at present stood, he would not be able
to nominate for Brisbane, but would have to

confine himself to Toowong, where he
resided.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. MAXWELL moved the insertion,

after the word ‘‘thereof” on line 22, of the
words—

“‘A member of the local authority
of such area’ are repealed, and the words
‘chairman or a member of the local
authority of any area within Queens-
land’ are inserted in lieu thereof.”

Mr. MORGAN was not in favour of the
amendment proviously agreed to, and he
wished the Minister to indicate whether it

was his intention to accept the present
amendment or not. Evidently, there had
been some secret agreement between the

hon. gentleman and the hon. member for
Toowong. The Home Secretary had not
stated whether he intended to accept the
amendment or not.

The Howe SecrrrTary: I said I was pre-
pared to accept it by saying ‘‘No,” when
the Chairman put the question, ‘“ That the
words proposed to be omittec stand part of
the clause.” 1 did not need to make a
speech to say that. :

Mr. MORGAN : I object to an amendment
being agreed to to benefit Brisbane if it is
going to be against the interests of the
country distriets. It would permit a man
from Brisbane being elected for a country
place like Charleville. That kind of thing
was not fair to the country districts. If the
Minister intended to favour the city of
Brisbane, let him confing the amendment to
the cities and towns, but not extend it to
the country districts. The people in the
country districts were not in favour of being
represented by people coming from outside
those districts, and they were not going to
be dictated to any longer by Brisbane. They
wanted as their representatives, whether in
Parliament or on the local authoritics, men
whose interests were in the electorates.

The HOME SECRETARY: It was very
interesting to rveceive a lecture from the
hon. member upon the dutics of a Minister.
He might tcll the hon. member that it was
his duty, as Minister, to accept any amend-
ment with which he agreed, but it was not
his duty to get up and make a speech on
overy occasion. The hon. member for Too-
wong submitted his amendments to him, and
he told the hon. member to move them.

Mr. MoRrRGaN : The rest of us knew nothing
ebout it.

The HOME SECRETARY: That was not
his fault. If the hon. member moved an
amendment and he agreed with it, when
the question was put by the Chairman, he
would say, “Aye,” and surely that was
sufficient. The amendment was consequen-
tial on the one previously moved by the
hon. member for Toowong. It meant that
any elector of the State had a right to
stand for any area within the State. It
only gave to the people ir an area the
right to select any man they chose. 1If the
people of the area were opposed to any

[Mr. Marwell.
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Adjournment.

candidate from outside the district, they
could defeat him, and that was an end of
it.. The hon. member did not seem to
rcalise that everything he had said was a
commentary upon the people in his own
district. If the people did not wish to
select someone who did not live in the area,
they could vote against him. The original
Bill was rather narrow, because it excluded
people who might be property-owners bub
not eclectors from standing for the area in
which the bulk of their property was situated.
He had remedied the weakness, and now
they could stand for such a district so long
as they were upon the electoral roll for any
district in Queensland. Apparently, the hon.
gentleman’s chief complaint was that he
had not been consulted. He might tell the
hon. member that he did not intend to
consult him as to whether he should accept
an amendment or not. He proposed to
accept the present amendment, because 1
was consequential on. the former amendment,
and then they could adjourn.

Hox. J. . APPEL: He was of opinion
that Brisbane infinence should not be the
controlling factor.

The CHATRMAN : There is no mention of
Brisbane in the amendment. The hon.
member must confine his rg;marks to the
amendment before the Committec.

Hox. J. ¢ APPEL: The point was that
there was eovidently a controlling central
infinonce, and the representatives of the
country districts objected to any control by
any outside influence, Fe was of opinion
thot the amendment, by which anyone could
go into a country electorate and stand for
the local authority, was not a wise one, and
ihat the hon. member for Murilla, represent-
iny a country constituency, had taken a good
point. The Countrs party had not been
consulted, and, as the country made for the
progress of the cities, he thought that 1t
should have becen consulted. The Minister
micht have given some indication to the
whip or serretary as to what he intended to
o,

The HoME SECRETARY : I never intended to
cverlook them at all.

Tiox. J. ¢. APPEL: He accopted the
Minister’s apology. (Laughter.) The Country
party had no desire to offer any obstruction.

Amendment agreed to; and clause 4, as
amended, put and passed.

The House resumed, The CHAIRMAN
reported progress and asked leave to sit
again, Tho Committee obtained leave to sit
again to-morrow.

ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMIER: I beg to move—That
this Honse do now adjourn. The business
to-morrow will be Supply, commencing with
the first department on the Hstimates.

IToN. W. F. BARNES: I would like to
ask the Premicr whether he has any infor-
mation he can give to the Flouse with regard
to loan money matters.

The PREMIER: I have no information
that I desire to give to the House now.
Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at five minutes past
11 o’clock p.m.





