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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

THURSDAY, 2 DECE111BER, 1920. 

The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN (Hon. T. Nevitt) 
tc "lk the chair a.t half-past 4 o'clock p.m. 

LEAVE OF ABSE::\'CE TO HON. T. C. 
BEIRNE. 

The PRESIDI:\'G CHAIRMAN: I hanl 
to inform the Councii that I have received 
a letter, dat.od lst Dec.,mbcr, 1920, from His 
Exc :_::.] lenr.y the Lieutcuant-Go\·orr:or, inti!nat­
ing tlnt he has granted a request for leave 
of a bjencc for three months frDrn the Legis­
lative Council to the Hon. T. C. Beirno. 

ADDRESS OF 
EXCELLEXCY 
NATHAN. 

\VELCOME TO HIS 
SIR MATTHEW 

The SE\'RETARY FOR l\IIKES (Hon. A. 
J. J ones) : I beg to move the following 
nddn ss of welcome to I-I is E',·cP1lency Sir 
::\f;~tthcw Yatlmn, and I am sure the Council 
will ,Lgree to the n1.otio . .t being n1oYed ,-dthout 
notir'A :-

"To Ills Excclle1'C? Licut;:nant-Co1on,_J 
the Hight IIonoLlraJ'JlP Sir ~-latthe1v 
N~than, P.C. (Ire.). G.C.M.G. 

{(].lAY IT PLE-\SE YOLTR RXCELLEKCY:-

"\Ye, the 1\Iembcr~: of the Quecnt:land 
Legislative Council, heartily \vo1come 
Your Excellcnf''/, since~·e1y b.opc that Your 
Exrcllcnc.' >ci 11 ha YC a long and pros­
percus :1 nruongst llS, an-d take this 
011portuni ty of rene\ving our assurances 
of fidelitv and deYotion to thl' Gracious 
SovercJg~ who1n Your ExcPl]cncy repre· 
sent~." 

"HON. P. J. LEAfCJ:Y: I rise for the purpose 
of S"Condi:ng very briefly the re~·olution which 
has been n1ovcd lY'l the rcpresentati\'E' of the 
GoYcrnment. Sir -rdatthcw Nathan has had 
a long and di~tingu1slll'd ea t'Cer in the Irn­
pt'riB 1 ~·C'n'icc. I a.1n quite sure we all hope 
and belicn that his etay in Queensland '"ill 
be pleasant, and that this State~ will rna ke 
great progrrs:-; during the period of his 
occupancy of offi.et>, whrtther it be short oe 
long. I feel confident that, ,-hen the time 
come-s for him to lean, us. wo will Psteem him 
even more high!:: than we do now. In con· 
elusion, I ha,-e to express the hope that any 
difficulties the State may be in at the present 
time may speedily clear away, and that long 
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before His Exce\loncv le,lves us we shall 
be in llos.sc<:Ssion of -fhe fulk -t measure of 
p.tospclT:y that the Strrte hns CYCl' enjoyed. 

Hox. A. G. C. IIAWTHORJ\T: I have Yery 
in ~upporting tlH~ 1,1otiun. I 

is the be:3t rr10ticn \\2 have 
Govcrnrrwnt side of the Cham­

u very lnnrr tin1{'. I certainly appre­
ciate it. and I endor:~e all thar is convc~yeJ 
in it, and hl.pe that His Exccllencv will b0 
spared to rc1nain his full tcrn1 with us and 
that. \Yhi1e ho is her<', we L f1all have no 
troubles .~o far ~:t.s politics arc conc"rncd. I 
hopG that he \~i-ll have an en.sv row to hoc, 
and that wo '"ill all agree to n1<)J,-:·J his tentu·.' 
of office as agreeable as possible to him and 
to ourscl \ es. 

Ho'>:. R. BEDFORD' I agree gcneru.lly 
with thr t<::mns of the motion-agreeing so 
n1urh thnt it \Vas nDt necessary for me t(':; 
speak except for the purpose of dr:1wing 
attention lo tlw fact that party politics are 
so rncan and so dirty so far as the other side 
are coneorncd----

The PRESIDING CHAIR:V1AN: Order! 
HoN. Il.. BEDFORD: That immediatel:.· 

the Cov(;~·nor arrived in 1-\ustralia he \VU'i 

rnisrcprcecntcd by the 'l'ory Press to the 
efff'ct he l: ad been sent ont as a result 
cf thu delegation. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: You ,,-ere a bit 
pl'C:Yicus \v];-h your quc::tion. 

IIox. R. B.F:DFORD: That may be. There 
is the fact thrrt it had to be immediatelY 
attacked, and I attacked it in thD right waY, 
and. nm" that it hac, been proved that the 
GoY-crnor Wil ~" in no sense to blan1e, and that 
the 8ta.t-"nJc'nt 'vns an invention of the Tor..-,~ 
Prc~s sole]:; for the purpf--:c of party politiCs 
in Queec~land. it :;:-_erns neCE''"sary personall.v 
to di •.ociate the Govcl·nor from that otate­
ll10llt of \Ybicb he has L'-~en found guiltlc;;:s, 

Hon. A. G. C. T-IAw~'HOR:-1: You withdraw 
UllC'Oll :itionalJy. (Lnnghh'l'.) 

Ho'>:. R. EEDFORD: I am not with·'raw­
ing unconditionally at all. It is new up to 
the '· CoLn·i('l' ~' and the o!:her p ·pcrs 1.Yh-ich, 
for pm·pDSl'S c•f party politics, made this state­
ment against the Governor to withdraw. I 
in LO \Yay have changed my belief that an 
imporrerl Gm-crnor is absolutely wrong; but 
her·:! 13 a. C;l::OC where a gcntlmncin ha.s arrived 
ar;cl Las hccn unfairly placed under the 
stig-mfl of ha,·ing engaged in party politics 
even before he entered the State and just as 
so0n <:> ~ hP got into touch \Yith the A ustr::tlian 
r)rr:s.::. It havirur been. nrovcd that the 
G-o,·crnor :s in no~,·iso guiltY of the parti.;;an 
rt:t··n1cnt that ,,·as attributed to hi1n, it 
on]v ·.cent.) fair to me~ in connection with this 
motim1 to ;1.ut the caddie of blame upon the 
right hc;r~ '. That i~. 1ny only reason for 
sp-·;Lkin;·. 

llon. G. C. HAWTHOHN: Apologise 
gn:ccfu1ly. 

(:uc ::ion pnt nnd passed. 

PAPERS. 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES presented 

the following rntp0l' :­

Report of the Dcnartmcnt of Agriculture 
and Stock for 1919-1920; 

The Immigration Agent's report for 1919; 
Report of tho Royal Commi.,sion on Pub­

Jic T\Vorks on propo·,ed branch line 
from .1\Iourt Mulligan Railway to 
\Volfram Camp: 

and said: I move-That the papers be 
printed. 

110" E. \V. H. FOWLES: A motion that 
papen bo printed is usually a formal motion, 
but one wonders whether it is worth while 
printing the paper no_w laid <;n the tabl_o 
with respect to a particular railway. It Is 
just as well to draw attention to these 
accounts, as they have become as thick as 
fliC:'" .in SUffill1Cl'. 

Hon. P .. J. LEAHY: \Vhat accounts do you 
!11('<111? 

Hox. K W. H. FOWLES: I refer par­
ticularly to the accounts of the Public \Vorks 
Com1nission, '\hi eh ha.s co:3t the country 
£10,389. Tho last report issued by the Com­
Jni.:;sion \Va3 not worth reading; there was 
no l:usine" in the report, as it dealt with 
impossible proposals. 

The SECRETARY FOR :i\IIKES: I rise 
to a pcint of order. Is the ];on. gentleman 
iu order in discussing a question of finance 
relating to the P11blic \-Vorks Con1m_ission 
on the ntotion that rr roport 011 a particular 
raih-;;ay Jine be printnd? \V e. n1ay get a~ly­
svbere if 1.n~ arc allowed to d1scu~.., a Dl_Ohon 
in the \vav the hon. 1nember propo,_,e;;:;o to 
discu::.s this~ !:lotion that the paper bP printed. 
I stanJ al \Vays for the ri f"ht _ (!£ frc~ spe~ch 
and free criticism but I tt,mk tho hon. 
gentlen1an is out o'r, order in :discuHing thi~ 
matter on the parbcular motwn before the 
Council. 

The PRESIDIKG CHAIR:\1AN: In reply 
th que tion of the ~,linister as. to ',,·hcther 

}loE. IVlr. Fovdos is 111 order 111 spealnng 
to Uo rnotion for thP printing of a paper, I 
IU8V ~tate th~t the ho11. n1crnber will be per­
fect! v in order in debating the question as 
to ,;·hetlv'r a paper laid on t~e table is 
worth printing or not, but outside that he 
cannot go. 

HoN. :C. \V. H. FOWLES: The question 
rcallv before the Council is whether this 
part.i~cular paper is vvorth printing. 

The SECRETARY FOR I\·lrKES: I was \vrong 
j n statincr thai- the paper wa~ a report of 
the Public W arks Commission. It is a 
railway report. 

Hox. P. J. LEAHY: I understand thGl 
hon. gentleman to say that the l?aper in 
question is not a report. of _the Public \Vorks 
Commission, but that It Is " report on a 
particular railwav. The Minister has bad 
so much responsibility thru6t npon him that 
h0 ,vas probabl~T. not in a ~ne~t~l cond1bon 
to notic 2 the rmstake at tne time. I am 
not snre whether the hon. gentleman men­
tioned ;_~nv particular raihvay or not. but, 
inasmuch ~as there is no reasonable hope of 
anc_' raihvay being built for son1e consider­
able time, I might 'cry well ask whcth~r 
it is worth while printing the report on this 
particular railwa:'. 

The SECRETARY FOR :MINES: The paper has 
already been printf d. 

I-Iox. P .• T. LEAI-IY: We know that. 
That is the ki'"cl nf thing the Government 
always do; they chance incurring expendi­
ture, and then ask for authonty f01: that 
expenditm"l'. ·with regard to the prmtmg of 
pancrs, I would remind hon. gentlemen that 
so,;w of us knov"· only too well what an 
expc·n,.ive item paper is at the present time, 
and I think we ought not to do anythmg 
to cause a grEo,ter' consumption of paper 
and a conseqc1ent greater expense to the 
country than is necessary. The more paper 
the G~vcrnment me. the less paper there 
will be. for the Hon. Mr. Crampton and 
myself. There is a great deal of paper 

Hon. P. J. Leahy.] 
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wastc-cl in the printing of public documents, 
which neither hon. members nor the public 
oYer rc•ad: and there should be economv 
exercised .in that direction, not only for the 
sake of the GoYcrnment and the taxpayer, 
but also for th<' salw of those who use a 
considerable amount of paper. 

The PRESIDIKG CHAIRMAN: For the 
information of members of the Council, I 
may state that th» question of the consump­
tion of paper in the printing of public docu­
ments has ncrt been overlooked. I have 
gone into the matter, and I have given 
instruction.; to the Clerk to prepare a list 
of all Government documents to which hon. 
members are entitled. so that each member 
may be able to indicate what docnments he 
l'f'quire~. because, if we can save the print­
ing of tho surplus copies, that will mean a 
co!1sidorable saving to the Printing Office. 

Question pqt and passed. 

CO:\'TROL OF AIR NAVIGATION BILL. 

FIRST READING. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
MI::--fES, this Bill, receivod by message from 
the Assembly, was read a first time. 

The second reading was made an Order 
of the Day for to-morrow, 

OFFICIALS IN P ARLIAMEKT ACT 
AMENDME::--fT BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I 
moYe-That tho Bill be now read a third 
time. 

Box. ~-\. G. C IIA\VTHOHI'\: I do not 
tl1it~k vn: to nlJc,v th1s Bill to go 
tl1rnngh nn: \Yithont protest. 

TLc• Sr-'JU.T.\R'::. ron ::\IINES: You spo:zo C!n 
the second n_\ uJing yesb•rday, 

C. li \ \':THORK: I \Yas not 
I thought that the protei":, 

the otLer Chamber and 
nJ a de here Dn the ~c;ond 

cony] neP.d the G-n·. ern­
right. thing for thcn1 to do \Ya~ 

l3ill. l3ut, in S)lite of all that has 
a~-Jparcntly the.\ haye dctcrrnined 

ing tlw :-:a1n~· callous indjfflTPnee 
o.!: the vncrllp1oyed out«ido and 

the r 'J-rr•nchrnent that is f.oing on. 

Th' f.:.LC'11TT.\P.Y ?OR 1:1n~Es: Thcro is no 
rc·tn·rH l1 1c•nt. 

liox. \. G. C. IL\ ','"THOrtK: Talking 
nbuut it was rather interesting 

Prc.;," a da ,,~ or t\yo ago that 
rf'tr--n:·111TlCllt \~·as going orL 

TL<:l ::\.::r~;E~': You have al-
\Y :y.- nll:_•cr that the Go-·n~rn-
r;p·nt \','f't0 a. s \-~.tcn1 \Yherchv 

nwn Y t ">··do one m<1n,.,:-) 

Eox. A. G. C. HA WTHOR:'-r: We read 
in the Prc·" tha.t yctrcnchmPnt was going- on 

1n the Govcrn1ncnt ·~enrjce, 
Dy L~nion passed a rf''~olution 

t}~e Go-r,-crnnH.3nt. Itnlncdiatelv 
retrrnchnt('nt was stopperl, and the GoYcrn-
ment decided th~t it was not n('Ccssary to 
retrench. Evidently, they haYo been com­
pelled b:, ont,,ido powers to withdraw the 

[Hon. P. J. Leahy. 

notices of retrenchment, and they a.ro going 
on in tho .same old ·way. 

The PRESIDING CHAIRMA:::-.J : Order r 
I won!d remind the hon. gentleman that the 
que,.tion under discussion is the third reading 
of a l3ill and not tho general policy of the 
Governn1ent. 

Hm:. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I think I 
am perfectly in order in snbmitting reasons 
for obj ectint: to the third readi,ng of tho 
BilL 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: You should have been 
here yesterday. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: \Ve find 
that for the last fiye months the financial 
position of the Gonn·mrlCnt is £194,107 worse 
than it was for tho same period last year. 
Last year revenue exceeded expenditure by 
£23 347 but for the past five months the 
exc~ss 'of expenditure over revenue is 
£170,760, so th<Lt the position is actually worso 
than it \Yas la."t year by ;£194,107, although 
the Go' ernn1cnt are getting a very much 
larger revenue this year. \Ve find also from 
the 'Treasurer's Budget that the,, propose to 
C':pend over £12.000,000-the largest expen­
diture they havo yet had-·and that thoJ:: 
< xpect to cl03e tho c·crrr \vith a sm·plus or 
£11.32.3. Whether tlwir anticipation.s aro 
likely to be realised. I do not know; but 
appn rently they are going on speHding mon?y 
itt the :;:::unr, reckless \vav c~nd utterly Indif­
ferent ns to v-·hat is goillg to happen. 

The SE<'HETARY FOR JHrxES: You have regis­
tered your prot.cst. 

I-Ion. R. Brn~-onn: You are n1aking a 
srcond r;', din·- s:,eech on the third rending. 
You hn V"e exlnu ·,tod all the int<'llip-.cnce on 
that side. 

li' _\.. G. c. HA WTHOR:'-r: Th 0 bon. 
rn( i not Tet in a position to d~ctate to 
thi Council. · Fortunat .• ~Jy, we ha· e ·tili 
smnc s~·ly 1n "pite of th· hon. gent1c1nan. I 
sn,;~ that' the Bill is onn tbDt - 'C sl' 'U~d not 
he. a''-ked to pn~s at the ti ,l.P, and 
that it js vvrong for GoY\_'rn-
rncnt to propc•~e to an addition--_l T,Iini:--
tcr \Yith lar" of ,~JO a year. I 
pr >lnhl:,· told thct extra CX!J 

j,, on1v annun1; bnt t1~ 
\et · eight Mini<kP sholl iJe 

t!w rate of £Lcno ( neh, 
incrrasc tl1e nu 1 nlwr to ni 1 lC 

anv '1\lr.lifJcation that the 
£.1.000 per annum. 

I-[nn. R. BI:D.'ORD: Yon aro not angry at 
rd1: Y('U an~ quitl~ lF'l)P:-. Y-en Etf

1
(·. o· 1 ],::~ 

pretcuding to be angr~·; ~ou a.rc' ton J.OnlL; 

C. HA \YTT-IOH:\: The hen. 
\Yrong as u·'mal; he \Vas even 

~ ,~rong <1 h.rut the GoYtTnor. 

l-Ion. R. BFUFOHD: Y-.-on ha Ye ~uch an 
;wgdic nature! (Laughter) 

HoN. A. G. C. HA \YTII\!E:'\: I think 
th<-it t.1lC Gon;rnrncnt should the Bill. 
Tlwy hCJvc n lot of mon''Y to this ve,.r. 
i\ \though tl1cv stated that tbe £1.00.0.000 
·,~~}~~eh ~ra.s hfn~rowc--1 fron1 the Dnnk of Eng­
L~ rHl ,~ .1 s not borrowed to enable thcn1 to 
pa,Y inter, <;'t in London, \VQ find fron1 London 
" Truth " of 6th October last that OYer 
£l.OOO.ono is Llling due between now and 
1st February next, and that this £1,000,000 
was borrowed with the object of repaymg 
tho''<' amounts. 

lion. K \V. H. FOWLES: They arc selling 
the furniture to pay the rent. 
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Holi'. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: That is 
just about what they are doing. The Trea­
surer, in his Budget Speech, says that he 
hopes that redemptionc will be continued 
for some indefinite period, but he makes no 
provision in the Budget for paying that 
m.oney off. The Hon. Mr. Bedford has often 
quoted from the London " Truth " which is 
a highly reputable paper-- ' 

Hon. R. BEDFORD : It is as big a black­
Ina.Iler as the London " Financial Ne\vs" 
or the London " Financial Times., 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: He has 
quoted it as a paper that is largely read in 
England. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: I have never quoted 
from it. 

Hm;. A. G. C. HA WTI-IORN: "Truth" 
in its issue of 6th October, distinctly says 
that the Queensland Government are not 
likely to be able to provide for the repay­
ment . of nearly £20,000,000 that are falling 
due m the next five years, in view of 
" legislation of the type for which Queens­
land has achiev&d an unenviablB notoriety." 

Hon. R. BEDFORD : It was an honest 
paper when Labouchere owned it, but it is 
not now. It is now ono of the biggesi 
blackmailers in London. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: The Bill 
is an iniquitous one at the present time, and 
I hope the people will keep it in remem­
brance against the next time that the 
Government go to tho country for re-election 
or otherwise. 

Ho:-<. E. W. H. FOWLES: I desire to say 
a few words at this stage. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: You made a 
second reading speech yesterday. 

!IoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Yes. I pro­
mised to g1vc hon. gentlemen some little 
additional information, but I will not criti­
cise the Bill or ma.ke a second reading 
>peech. I will just allow the facts to gpeak 
for themselvoo. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: \Yon't you elaborate 
the facts at all? 

Hox. E. '\Y. H. FOIYLES: Not in any 
way. They simply cannot be missed; they 
are like the sun in the heavens. The facts 
arc these: That the co>'t of administering a 
dqJartmcnt is certainly not confmcd to 
£LOOO. If we <1sk how much Ministers sepa­
r~ct.cly are costing the country at the present 
tune, '"o find that no information is given 
jn e>]thrr 1-Iouse of Parlia1ncnt on that 
important queotion. I do not criticise that; 
probablc-, there is something to hide, and 
very good reasons for hiding it. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD : Let us hope for the 
worst. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: I will just give 
one or two facts. On page 33 of the Auditor­
General's repmt, and on page 135 of "Han­
sard" for this year, it is stated that the 
Premier's recent visit to London cost £3,730. 
That is for tho visit of one Minister to 
London on a fruitless errand. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: The Pren1ier 
and party. 

HoN. K \\'. H. FOWLES: In the old 
days such visits were paid by ono Minister 
and o,n attendant. Kow we find the party 
consists of a 'Minister, attendants, wivc,, etc. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: Would you separate 
husband and wife? (Laughter.) 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: We now find 
the whole solar system going to London. 

The SECRETARY FOR :MIKES : The cost of 
travel! ing has increased more than 100 per 
cent. during the labt few years. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: He is accom­
pcmied by a retinue like the Shah of Persia. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: I do not want 
to be drawn off the subject by disorderly 
remarks. The Premier's recent visit to 
London cost £3.730. The Agent-General's 
visit to London-doubtless, he is a star of 
lp,;ser magnitude-only cost £2,413. according 
to page 32 of the Auditor-General's report. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: What did the 
banquets to him cost? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES : The Hon. Mr. 
Fihelly's trip cost £1,800-a comparatively 
small amount; but the vouchers for that, 
apparently, arc not yet forthcoming. The 
Hon. Mr. Huxham's trip-just a trip across 
the forrv to New Zealand for a few weeks­
cost £4i3. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: Thd is because he 
belongs to the same Rechabite lodge as you. 

The PRESIDIXG CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Ho:-<. E. W. H. FOWLES: I now come 
to the cost of the ex-Premier's visit to 
London. 

An HoKOcRABLE ME21!BER : Who is he? 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: The Hon. 
T. J. Ryan, M.H.R. for West Sydney. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: Tf1ke l\1r. Appel's 
record for Secretary for Mines ·as against 
the Hon. Mr. Jones's for the same trip up 
Xorth. The lXon. Mr. Appel's expenses were 
£1.800, and the Hon. Mr. Joncs's were only 
£80. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: It is a serious 
matter that, after all these years have passed, 
Qncens!and does not yet know the cost of 
'1\Ir. Ryan's junkctings in two hemispheres. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: \Yas ho travelling in 
t·•.;-o hemispheres at once? 

Ho:-<. E. W. H. FOWLES: 1 have no 
doubt he did n jazz straddle on the equator. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: You can't. I have 
tried it. 

I-Iox. E. W. H. FO\VLES: He might 
hnYe had one leg in either hemisplwrR. At 
nnv rate, he had a good look in so far as 
expenses were concerned. The s0rions part 
of it is that, when questions arc asked about 
l\1'inistors' travelling expenses, these are the 
nns,,~ers that a.ro given-

" A return will be tabled." 
"The information is being obtained." 
" Sec return so-and-so "--

Of course, "rct.urn so-nnd-so" haR nothing 
"·hatrver to do with the question. Those 
arc the ans\vorto that ar(' given. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : The Premier 
chalkng-ed a member of the other House to 
movr: for a return co,~ering the expanses 
of all Ministers; Mr. Ryan did the same; 
but hon. members on the other side did not 
want that. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOvVLES: A return was 
n.sked for in this Chamber applying to all 
Ministers. 

Hon. ,T. G. S"!TTH: I said I was going to 
rtsk for it, and so I will after what you have 
said. 

Hon. E. W. H. Fowles.J 
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Ho;-;. K W. H. FOWLES: I am very 
pleased to hear the hon. me m bcr say so. 
It js a sharneful suppres~.ion of facts-a 
hiding of facts from the people of Queens­
land-that 1\Ir. Ryan's travelling expenses 
of years ago have not yet been disclosed 
to the people of Queensland. In " Hansard," 
pages 169 • nd 170, there is the clearest 
evidence of dodgery in regard to that matter. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR MINES : I thought we 
\Vera going to get away at 5 o'clock! 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Ye<;, we are. 
It is well known for whom thi> Bill is to be 
passed. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD : Do you know for whom 
it is to be pa·.-;ed 1 

Ho><. E. W. H. FO\VLES: I think so. I 
promised yc,terday to give the date and 
particulars of "Voucher No. 2766." That 
voucher was for the sum of £19 16s. Sd., 
which was charged to " Loan 8pecial 
Suspense Account," though the expenditure 
was incurred by the Minister who is head 
of the Department of Justice. The voucher 
reads-

" LoAN SPEC. ScSP.-DEPARTME~T oF 
JUSTICE. 

" £19 16-• Sd. 
"To Provi-de Refreshments, etc., for 

Four, Hon. J. Mul!an, :VI.L.A., Minister 
for J ustico. 

NEWMARKET HOTEL. 
13th September- £ 8. d. £ s. d. 

~ dozen bottles 
Dewar)s whisky, 
at 14s. 4 4 0 

l dozen bottles 2 

Lager, 2s. 3d. 0 13 6 
4 dozen bottles so-da, 

6s. 1 4 0 
4 dozen bottles 

ginger ale, 6s. 1 4 0 
50 cig·ars, 12s. w. 1 5 0 
2 tillS Cupetan, 2s. 
3d. 0 4 6 

8 14 0 

J. KEIRY & SONS, BUTCHERS. 
13th Soptombcr-
13 lb. steak 
2 lb. fillet 
2 lb. sausages 
6 lb. Empire 

Fruit 
20 matches 
Papers 
Cards 
Lemons 
Cigarettes 

CASH 

0 10 10 
0 3 0 
0 1 4 
0 6 0 

PuncnASES. 
0 10 0 
0 0 10 
0 0 4 
0 2 6 
0 1 6 

and 
0 5 6 matches 

Cakes and 
Cakes and 
Cigars and 
Cigars 
Bread 
La.ger 
Whisky 
Papers 

biscuits 0 5 0 
biscuits 
matches 

Railway Co-opera­
tive B'tores-Gro-

0 5 2 
0 4 0 
0 11 0 
0 0 7 
0 15 0 
0 14 0 
0 0 4 

2 

3 15 9 

cories 6 5 9 

Voucher 2766 £19 16 8" 

[Hon. E. W. H. Fowles. 

That voucher, or a copy of it, got into the 
possession of certain people in Northern 
Queensland, and, as a Tcsult of its publica­
tion, this letter was written to Mr. J. H. C. 
Slemnan-

" General J'vlanagor's Office, 
"Northern Division, 

"Townsville, 6th October, 1920. 
"J. H. C. Sleeman, Esq., 

" Sturt street, 
"Townsvillc. 

"Dear Sir,-In this rnorning's issue of 
th• 'Townsville Daily Bulletin' there 
appears on page 5 copy of a voucher 
over your name. The vcucher, of which 
this is a copy, is the !Jroperty of the 
Commissioner of Railways, and so far 
as I am a ware it has Lover left the 
office. 

" I -demand that vou advise me at 
onoo from whom you" received the copy 
published, failing which I intend put­
ting the matter in the hands of the 
police. 

"Yours faithfully, 
" (Signed) ARTHTTR .T. CROWTHER, 

"General Manager." 

Thi1 was Mr. Slecman's reply to that letter­
" 6th October, 1920. 

"Arthur .J. Crowther, Esq., 
"G.N.R. 

"Dear Sir,-Yours of even date to 
hand. .\s a reasonable man, you will 
recognise that if I have violated any 
law the more dieclosuro of from whom 
I g-ot the infor1nation will not in any 
wa}T satisfy the de1nands of justice. In 
the circumstances I must therefore sub­
mit to your consulting with the police. 

"Yours faithfully, 
"(Sgd.) JOHN H. C. SLEEi\fAN." 

Tho matter was immediately put in the 
hands of the police, and suon afterwards 
Ddective Sergeant Seymour called on Mr. 
Sleeman to try and trace the orig·in of the 
document, and he confirmed the statement 
that thr document ,.·as a copy of a docu­
ment stolen from the Railwa:v Commissioner's 
custody. Mr. Slecman further wrote-

" 'Whilst I regret that the document 
is a stolen one. I am pleased to have 
this further testimony as to its accuracy. 
If the lady or gentleman who sent this 
to me de·-ires to assist the police in trac­
ing this document, Detective Sergeant 
SPYmour woul·d be very pleased to get 
the information." 

Hon. W. ,J. DuNSTAN: Did they go into 
Mr. B'lccman's history? 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: It is a voucher 
WP are referring to. 

Hon. W. J. DuNSTAN · Mr. Sleoman was 
in West ern Australia for a long time, an-d 
they might have got some evidence as to the 
rep"-tation he bore when in that State. 

HoN. R W. H. FOWLES: On the 
evidence of Mr. Crowther ·and Detective­
Sergeant Soymour it is evident that the 
document I have quoted is a copy of the 
voucher in Mr. Crowther's office. 

Hon. J. G. SMITH: Now you are simply 
dealing with thieves. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : vVhat about the 
arrangement to adjourn at 5 o'clock? 
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Ho:--r. E. W. H. FOWLES: There was no 
arrangement 1nade with me, but I can stop 
.at o;1ce if the :::Vliuister wants to get away. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: I know of no arrange­
ment to adjourn at 5 o'clock. 

The SECRETARY FOR 711IKES: There was an 
arrangement to that effect made last night. 

HoK. _E. W. H. FOWLES: The hon. gentle­
~an \.Vlli rcn1crnber that a few years ago a 
b1g hullabaloo '·'·as ma-de over a twopenny­
halfpenny rebate on Mr. Paget's cement, 
and that _Mr. Paget was practically hounded 
out of h1s office as Secretary for Railways 
over th8t 1nattcr. Yet hero we have a Minis­
tor of the Cro>Yn haYing the cost of refresh­
ments for four-I pre•mrne one was the l-Ion. 
J. Mullcn, and that thoro were three others 
--char~ed to RaihYay Special Suspen6e 
AC-L'<JUllt. 

Hon. J. G. S:~iiTH: What should it be 
\'barged to? 

HoOT. E. W. H. FOWLES: To refresh­
ments for th.·- Minister for Justice. The 
cost of those refreshments should be charo-ed 
to the Minister's O"\vn dcpartn1cnt, and !-he 
voucher ought to have been laid on the table 
of the Council. But when this Council wants 
~nforr:_1ation ·with regard to money matt0r-s 
1t A'8LS none, and thG country gets none. 
Can we get the an1ount paid as 11iniatorir-tl 
expenses for the last four years 1 No: \YO 

c:_n!not g0 t ~~_ny information on that subje('i. 
except what appears in the Auditor-General's 
ropo,-t. The GoYernment seem to have some 
reason for hiding these illegimate expenees. 
and it is about time that the people of 
Quocnslan~. had an opportunity of knowing 
how Mmistcr, arc playing "ducks and 
drakes" with Treasury funds. Kow the 
Government an' askinc; for an additional 
Minister, and tha very ~\linister who has 
introc'uced the Bill providing for the appoint­
m~nt of an additional ::'vlinister is the very 
JY:Iintstcr YTho 1ncurrod the expenses InBntioncd 
in t 1w YouchGr I have quoted. 11r. Crovvther 
trie-d 11 he rea:::ona hlv could to hide the 
·tnr1i:;;;,tcr'~ action. In" other circu1nstances 
ar_ -1 in other Parlia1ncnts a doDu!ncnt like 
that \Yonld have C'aused anv f.Iini,ter to 
resign, and lnight even hn~e c:tuscc1 the 
·Government to resign. The Indian lVlutiny 
vvas rau,,"'d by greased c1rtridges. In times 
pas~. ·o keen ';'as the senso of honour amongst 
pubnc rwn tnat "' Governmr>nt would have 
thro ~. n out 2 :Ufinister y·cho did such a thing 
ns that disclosed in "Voucher 2\io. 2766." 
Ministerial expenses are not divulged to the 
<:ountr:·. and this Council is vouchsafed no 
information with regard to them. As a 
matter of fact the Government take care to 
('over 11p thoso €xpenses. Is it not a shame 
that the late Premier's expenses are not 
kno\Vl1 c·ct, although they werr incurred two 
or three years ago? If this is the way the 
Go.-ermncnt carry on the finances of the 
countr:v with rPsard to their own pockets, it 
is no ,.-onc!cr that we are jazz-dancing over 
the precipice with regard to )arger finance. 

Hon . . J. G. SMITH: The only thing that 
tronblc~ you i~ that you aro not " getting 
a cut" out of it. 

HoK. E. W. I-1. FOWLES: ,Jnst one other 
fact: the 8Xpense of Parliament last vear 
for Qucemlrrnd-and it is proposed to "add 
to it-and hy that I mem merclv Ministerial 
Balaries and the etceteras gathering round 
Ministers-1 do not mean thc expense of 
departmenb,-the expense of Parliament in 
Queensland last year was £55,450. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD : How much of that was 
for the u~elc~s expenditure on this llseless 
:House? 

IIm'. E. \V. H. FOWLES: In Victoria it 
was £-t9A43, althoug.h Victoria has rnore 
than double the population of Queensland. 

Hon. R. BimroRD: Concentrated in an 
area about the size of a suburb of Brisbane. 

Ho)<. E W H. FOWLES: Well, they 
spend lc~·9. upon their Padia1nont than we 
do. South Australia spent only £31,826, 
with a population of 468,194. These are 
further rPasons why this iniquitous Bill­
which provides, b:v 1noans of a p[n't> shuffle, 
for the salary of a ninth Minister-not a 
fifth wheel to the coach. but a ninth wheel­
should :JOt be proceeded with o.-en at thig 
late stage. 

HoN. W. J. DU="STAN: I trust that in any 
future d1scnssion jn this Chamber hon. n1cn1-
bers on the other side will at least look into 
the reputations of th.c men the:-' quote before 
they b::t;:;e argnnu~nts upon statements rnnde 
by such 1nen. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: I quoted :).fr. 
Cro\vthcr. 

llox. W. J. DU:';"STAN: The hon. gontle­
rnan quoted a gPntJen1an from VVestcrn 
1-\ustralia named Sleen1an. 

Hon. E. W. II. FOWLES : I auoted Mr. 
Crowther: JYir. Sle,,man refened~ to him. 

Hox. \V. J. DUI\STAN: I would ask the 
Hon. J\1r. Fowlcs to inqniro into the reputa­
tion of some of these gentlemen before he 
makes so rnuch use of their statements. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: ~:Ir. Sleeman's 
reputation has nothing to do with the 
voucher. 

Hon. E. vV. H. FO\\'LES: I take Mr. 
Crowther's word. 

Question-1'hat the Bill be now read a 
third time-put and passed. 

Tho Bill \\as then passed, and ordered to 
be returned to the Assembly by message in 
the usual form. 

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT. 
The SECJU£TAHl:: FOR MINES: I beg 

to move-
" 'That the Council, at lts rising, do 

r.djourn until Tuesday next." 
Question put and passed. 

ADJOLJRNMENT. 
T.he SECRETARY FOR MINES: I beg 

to Jnove-rrhat the Council do now adjourn. 
'The first business on Tuesdav will be the 
seconr! reading of the Comrnon.\vealth Powers 
(Air Navigation) Bill. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: By lea Ye of the 
Council. I ''ould like to m"ake a short 
personal explanation. 

The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN: Is it the 
pleamre of the Council that the hon. gentle­
man bo allowed to make a personal 
explam.tion? 

HONOURABLE ]\.I[E11BERS: Hear, hear! 
Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: I promised one 

hon. member la-st week that I would give the 
references for certain statements that I made. 
I made a reference to certain strikes that 
had taken place in the Government sugar­
mills during this last year. The hon. mem­
ber will find those strikes referred to in 

Hon. E. W. H. Fowles.l 
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vohln1e cxxxiv. of "Hansard," pages 3241, 
32-':2. 3248, 3249, and 3250. Full accounts 
arc giYen thoro of those strikes. I would 
also rder the hon. gentleman to the report 
on the Government central sugar-mills for 
1920, which has just come to hand. On 
page 2 of the report there is this sentence-

" The season in the North also brought 
n1ore than the usual industrial troubles." 

I feel sure that. when the hon. gentleman 
sees those references, he will understand 
that the statements I made were perfectly 
accurate. 

Hox. P. J. LEAHY: I would ask the 
Minister if ho is in possession of informa­
tion with regard to t.ho duro,tion of the 
ses~ion. Several hon. members of the Colm­
cil, including m;:,clf, would like to have 
some idc::t as to how long tbis session will 
last. Aa a1Bwcr to that C]uestion might 
affP< t our movements )vith regard to holidays, 
.•ncl EO on. I would likP to know when Par­
li ·nwnt is likely to adjourn, and also 
,,-het her. when we· do adjourn, that will be 
the end of the session, or whether t.he 
se,·,ion ;, to be continued after the Christ­
nw.s ho1iday-.. If the J\finiBtcr can give us 
any informdion on that point without. of 
course. divulging GoYernmont secrets, I shall 
be Y0ry !;Tfl tPfnl to hin1. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::UI"\ES: I would 
like to infOi'rn the hon. g-entleman that the 
bneint''S of thr Council is largely governed 
by tl1c conduct of business in the Assembly, 
and it is ''ell that the Conncil should not 
sit unlesc; \VC hnve som0 bnsiness to do. Fro~ 
qucnt!,v long di-cussions take place on what 
are usuaJl:v kno1vn as forma.] motions, such 
a~ a motion for the printing of papers. I 
;;;haH €ndcasonr ln h1h1ro to ha\'C sufficient 
bn_·.inf:_iS to ~'nabl tlw Conncll to carry on 
sittln~s H1c fnll lt>n[(th ef tirne, and to dis­
c:w:: n1at.tcr.., in thGir proper tirne and their 
proper place. 

Hon. P .. J. LEAHY: I don't think t},., hon. 
gentleman undentood my C]Ucstion. That is 
not Trhu,t 1 \YR.3 asking. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: As the 
businen of the> Council is !argely governed 
bv the conduct of bmine s m the .\s embh·, 
I do not know when this Council will 
adj-ourn. \V o -vvill finish tho business, 
"1ShC'EPYCr it is. 

Qn0stion put and pas·.ed. 

The Council ,,djourned at twenty-five 
rninuteo:; prr"t 5 o'clock p.rn. 

Questions. 




