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460 Paper.•. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

LEGISLATIVE; 

'l'IIURSDAY, 2 DECE:\IBER, 1920. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Beriram Maree) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock p.m. 

PAPERS. 
The following papers, laid on the table, 

were ordered to be printed :-
Annual report of the Department of 

Agriculture and Stock for the year 
1919-1920. 

Twentieth annual report of the Bureau 
of Sugar ExpNiment Stations. 

[Hon. E. W. H. Fowles. 

Report of the Royal Commission on 
Public \Votks on the rroposed branch 
railway from the Mount Mulligan 
Railway to Wolfram Camp. 

The Immi[\ration Agent's report for the 
year 1919. 

Report of the Marine Department for the 
year 1919·1920. 

QUESTIOC\!S. 
FEES PAID TO THE Hox. T. J. RYAN. 

Mr. CORSER (Bumett) asked the 
Premier-

" \Yhat fees were paid, or are payable, 
to the Hon. T. J. Ryan in connection 
with the (a) stock embargo case; (b) 
Mooraberrie case? 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillaooc) replied-

" (a) £841 14s. ThB accounts for this 
sum have been passed by the Imperial 
Government, and the money has been 
paid out of the Impenal Meat Fund. 
(b) This case was undertaken on behalf 
of the Imperial Government, and the 
question of cost· therefore is one as 
between that GoYernment and Mr. Rvan. 
Tho Imperial GoYernrncnt recogrlises 
that position, and it is understood is in 
communication with Mr. Ryan on the 
mattPr," 

SUPPLY OP STATUTES TO ME:IIBERS OF 
LEGISLATIYE AssEMBLY. 

Mr. CORSER a•k<Xl the Premier-
" 1. Is it a faet that the practice of 

prm·idimr newly elected members of the 
A,··cmbly with "" set of Queensland 
strttutes is to be discontinued? 

"2. If so, will he com.ider the ques
tion of r01·erting to the previous practice 
of providing sets of voltuues? 

"3. 'Will he nlco issue in-tructions that 
members arc to be provided from year 
to year with bound volumes of new 
statut'3s a'< they aro issued?" 

The PRE:e,HER replied-
" 1. Y cs. The edition is almost 

exhausted, and it would be too costly to 
print a new edition. 

" 2. See answer to No. 1. 
" 3. Sessional Acts are provided for 

members.'' 

ADvAxcEs PNDER Co-oPERATIVE AGRicuLTURAL 
PRODUCTIO'i AND ADVANCES TO FARMERS 
AcT ..:-\1\ILND~IENT AcT. 

Mr. CORS'ER asked the Secretary for 
AgriculturG-

" 1. ·when an advance is made under 
the Co-operative Agricultural Production 
and Advances to Farmer" Act Amend
ment Act of 1919, is it the practice of 
his department to take a stock mortgage 
over the stock or implements the bor
rowers own, in addition to those pur
chased with the advance made under the 
above Act? Is this cvntrary to the 
spirit of the Act? 

" 2. If not, will he take the necessary 
action to correct thG statement of the 
Secretary for Railways when electioneer
ing at Gladstone, as published in the 
'Gladstone Observer' of 21st July last, 
that th9 above Act enables the selector 
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Ul ootain a loan of £200 on the security 
of the actual stock purchased, though 
previously it was necessary to have some 
other security?" -

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. X Gillies, Eacham) replied-

" 1 and 2. If the hon. gentleman will 
read tho Act and the reg-ulations there
under, he will see that the security must 
be such as tho Minister approves of." 

AGREE:UENT WITH CmDIONWEALTH FOR SALE 
OF SUGAR CROP. 

Mr. SW A YNE (Jiirani) asked the Secre
tary for Agriculture and Stock-

" In the event of the conference pro
vided for in th0 agreement made with 
tho Commonwealth for the sale of the 
Queensland sugar crop recommending an 
amendment of the Regulation of Sugar 
Cane Prices Act, will thoro be an oppor
tunitv to make mch recommendation law 
in time for it to apply to the next cane 
crop t' 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
Teplied-

"Yes." 

Fm'E RAILWAY PAssEs TO PARLIA>IENTARY 
C \XDJDATES. 

::VIr. SW A YNE asked the Attorncy-
Gcm>ral-

" 1. If J\lr. Pease, when contPsting the 
Herbrrt bv-elf•ction before he became a 
mrinl1cr oi Parliament, was in possession 
of a free ra!hvay pass? 

"2. \V -ere a'lY of the other candidates, 
not at the time being- members of Par
liament. ho contested Parlia.mentarv 
eJection:::. during this ~, e~1r in the intC'rc:£s 
of tllc GoY~fJll)ll'!it partY. viYcn railway 
passes or any other privilege. not poesesse.J 
by the gcn€ral public?'' 

The· _\TTORN~Y-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
1\Iullan, n; ·, d crs) replied-

" These que,tions should be addressed 
to the Secn.'tary for Rail-ways." 

l)RICES OB'rA 1XEn nY FAR1m,:;s FOR PROD"GCE 
FRO}I BRISBA::\E ThiERCHANTS. 

:1-Ir. DRE:\'XA:'-1 (Too1··oomb([) asked the 
Secretary for \grieulture-

" 1. Do(~s thf' buyer obtain farmers' 
produre fron1 tbo Bi·if,hD.lH' lnC'-rchants on 
a fa;1. of J1rofit, nr:ording to 
the Rorna lYHlrkct report,? 

" 2. \Y ill h0 a rra ng;e for an ollicer of 
bis dcpcutnlf'nt to advi.~~ the country 
ne-wsp<tpers daily where such pa.per'l are 
::o puhli-hefl, and in othPr cases, 
so that the rnan on la11d n1av have 
an opportnnity of sl~curing the beSt price 
for his produce?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
T~plictl-

" 1. Inf!uirics will be made. and I \vonld 
be glncl to be fnrnished with any infor
mation en the subject. 

" 2. The· mggestion 1s worthy of every 
consideration." 

SUPPLIES OF SUGAR FOR ]'viiLLAQUIN REFINERY 
FROM NORTH QuEENSLAND. 

Mr. CA'l'TERM"CLL (Jiasgrave) asked the 
J?rcruicr-

" 1. Has he rcceiYed any reply from 
the Primr' Minister of Australia rcg>Lrd
ing his inquiries re the shipping of raw 
sug·ar from Korth to :\Iillaquin Refinery? 

"2. If not, will he take such steps as 
to en:::ure a supply of raw sugar to 
Millaquin Refinery, and so enable that 
refiuery to continue \Yorking, and thus 
givo ernploy;nent to the workers in the 
Dundabcr·g district'?" 

The PRK\HER repliEd-
" 1 and 2. The hon. member for Bunda

bcrg has been in continuous conununica
tion with the Government regarding the 
eupply of raw sugar for Millaquin Re
finery, and. as member for the district 
affc>ctcd. will be advised of any informa
tion ay a ilable." 

\YHEAT CROP-GovERNMENT GuARANTEE. 

Mr. G. P. BARKES (Wrmcick). without 
notice, asked the Secretary for Agriculture-

" Has his atkJ:tion bHn drawn to the 
repDrt of the intPrview that the members 
of the ·wheat Board had with him, as 
reported in the 'Telegraph ' of yesterday. 
The l'eport reads~ 

'You \Yant to know,' f.laid ::\.1r. Gillic~, 
'whr•ther it is likelv that the GoYern
nwnt will be cxpoctccl to pay anything 
OYer a11d ahnYc the gl<arantce of Ss. 
per hushel wh1ch \v·c ga Ye some timo 
ago. :~\'f .. ,· reply is that, in m:,· opjnion, 
und{- r the pl'csent scheme the Govern
n"'nt is a bsolutch- relieved of any 
rcsponsibilit:v fnr lt;;; guarant~c of 8s. 
per bw,he1. The dccisimJ of the recent 
confcJ'C'l!Ce of Prc~nlcrs to fix 9s. per 
bushr-'1 as th(' 11ricc for fair a-verage 
quality ,,,·heat for the rurr(•nt seawn 
ha~ rcl1eY-ed the Qnet~n:dand GoYern
D1f'nt of nny pos~Jiblc 1iabi1ity under its 
gua l'anh-·". th0 difference of ls. per 
bushel being rnorc than sufficient to 
paY tlw \Yholn of the expenses of the 
pool and a.ll other incidental expenses.'" 

feel quite sure--

The SPE\KER: Order! 

:\fr. G. P. DARNBS: I ask the qnestion 
a.ccording ly. 

The PRE:'YIIER: The Minister for Agricul
ture happens to be absent from the Cha m
ber just now, but I arn sure the hon. rnornber 
Jnlght be rr'assurcd in regard to the n1atter. 
The l\Iinistor informed me last night that 
wh 't hP in~cmled to convev to the members 
of the \Yhcat Board-he w;,_s not quite accu
ratc!,y reportcd~wa.s that the GoY2rnment, 
a llhoug h rccognicing its Iia.bilitc· under the 
gn~n'autr~~ to the far1ncr·s, considers that there 
\,-ill be no JWres,it,- to make good to t.ho 
board any casb pa~nnents jn con6cqucnco of 
the price that has bc(m fixed. There will be 
no attempt to repudiate the guarantee. 

I-IoNOURADU' 2\IE;~mERS: Hear, hear! 

Hon. \Y. H. 13AH~ES: Tho GoYernmcnt still 
hold to tho guarantee? 
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WELCOME TO HIS EXCELLENCY SIR 
::\1ATTHEW NATHAN. 

The PREMIER : I ask the permission of 
the Ff ousc to n1ove a ntotion without notice. 

The SPEAKER: h it the pleasure of the 
1-Iou5c that the Premier be allowed to n1ove 
a LloLon without 11otice? 

HoNOURABLE li'lEMBERS: Hear, boar! 

The PREMIER : I move-That the follow
ing addrc~s be prescnt--'d to tho ne1v Govor
IJOl', Sir :.\iatlhew ~athan, on his arrival in 
Bri3Lan~ :-

" 'Ne, the members of the Queensland 
Lcr,islatiYe Aqc1nbly, in cordiall:,~ \Vel
<'Oining l:~ our Excellonc~,~, are confident 
that ·~tour Exccllcn.cv's adn1lnistration of 
affair: \\·ill bo a ::o~u·cc of happiness to 
ynuncH <tnd benefit to the State. and 
~vc take adYantage of your arrival 

T' • 
J\.._ll]g. 

n3 to ('xprcs.c,) through Your 
, one continued lo~·fllty to the 

and Person of His l\[a,jc;ty th:~ 

Queensland is to be congratlllated 
rt..? Goy,--_:rnor a gontlemnn of the 

rwd cxJH~rionce oJ Sir J._•Iatthcw 
Ilc has had a long and distin~ 

[~·u: he'd ( :1 rcer in tho nub he service in 
~arions parts of iho Driti~h Ernpire. had 
Hw houour and priYilcgc of rnocting Sir 
:L\Iatthew ?\ 2-than in London during n1y 
n:cc:at vi~it to t,h£' old country, and I found 
hin1 a rnost nrniablo gcntlc~11a.n, IYith an 

knowledge and \vide Psperif nee of 
affairs and men. I am sure that ho 

will oon Lccome acquainted with the prob
lf'i1lS with IYhich Queensland is faced, and 
th;d he will he in cG•·dial and full syn1prrthy 
with our people. I arn certain that v:e shall 
hP Ye no occ? ,ion to regret the appoinhnont 
of Sir Matthew Xathan as Go.-ornor o£ this 
State. 
HoNODRAJJL~ 11Eil!llERS: Hear, hear! 

:!\Ir. YO\YLES (Dall;y): I have pleasure 
in :::cconding the motion of welcome 1novcd 
b.- the Hon. the Premier to Sir ]\fattht'w 
1-Jathan, who is about to tako up his duties 
as Governor of this State. I am sure that 
His Excollencv's administration of affairs 
will br" benefic.ial to the State, and will do 
crcrlit to His Excellency. I desire to join 
with the Premier in expressing our con
fidenco in our now Governor, and our con
tinned I m altv to the Throne and Person 
of His Ivl~josty the King. 

Ho:-<OURABLE :MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

HoN. IV. H. DJ .. R:'\IES (llulimbfl): I should 
like on bdulf of the National party, to 
say that '-"'' most eincerelv endorse the scnti
rncnt'; exprf-'·SPd by the Promier, and 
sc·conderl by the leader of the Opposition. 
I ta kc it that we all realise that we are on 
romrnon ground in this matter, and that 
there is a desire on the part of every mem
ber of the House to extend to Hio' Excellency 
Sir Matthew ;'\a than a cordial welcorne, and 

ish for him a happy time in this fair State 
of Queensland. 

Ho:-;ouRABLE li1EMBERS : Hear, hear! 
Que' tion put and passed. 

PERSOXAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. PEASE (Hn·bert): I ask the permis
sion of the House to mcko a peroonal 
expla.nation. 

[Hon. E. G. Theodore. 

Th P.Pl\A KER: L it the pkasu"c- of the" 
IIouC'e 1 ~wt tlw h011. n.cr~1bcr be allo\; od to 
r ,ake a pcr::-onal explanation? 

}{ONOFHABLE ::\lEJJDEHS: :Hear, hear! 

::\Ir. PEASE: I notice that the cmcstion 
set out in the noticc-pa per lnr J\Ir. S-wnxnc 
th'J hc~n. n1crnbcr L)~T: J1Iira~i contain·~ ~ 
1·cilcctio~1 on IT~"_-; lf, anfl_ l de~ire rPr+1inlv 
to rcpudiatP that I v. ould ask this G ovcrrl-
lJWnt, en· C uvPrnm-c-nt, fnr anv 
CCJl1CC'S3iO:l 1\"11:.;:, not alJO"\YCd tD .a llVOlle 

For t~Jc bcnrfit of th<~ small mind nf 
hon. ucmbe1.· for :IYiirani, I desire to 

say--

~1~·c:_:l{ and by 
10 r<'iH'L'SC:Jt; 

Go YE: XJ\E:-;-1' ~'[F.JIBERS: I-Iea1·, hear I 

COKTROL OF ~UR NA YIGATIOX BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

t> m,__>ti· 'l ('f 
' • ~ L cl <1 th !'d 
foni.>.rrlc"! to tb·c 
t}wir C'ElClllT('YlCC, 

fonn. 

r::f-IILL.\.GOE A::\'D ETII.ERIDGR R_\IL·· 
IV,\. YS ACT AJYlEXDl\IE::\T BILL. 

IxrTJ.,Tro~ IX CmnnTTEE. 

The PREMIER moved-
" T'h.tt it is that a Bill be 

introduce cl to ame11d Chiliagoe a.nd 
E!lwrickc Raih a-.-s Act of 1918 in a 
ccrt:-lin 'particular.;' 

l\fr. VO\\'L:P;S: I ;yould like the Premier 
~D giYc us a little rnor-c explanation than 
v e got .Ye")tcrday as to ·w1w.t the intention 
is. YVe are quite in the dark at present. 

*The PH.EMIER : The Act that we propose 
to nrnend 1111po~cs c ... rtain li1njta.tio.ns upon 
the general rnanagcr of tho Chillagoc works 
which haYe had the effect of restricting his 
orcrfl tions and tho usefulno:-3s of the enter
prise, The Auditor-General calls attention 
to tho limitation. On page 70 of his report 
he states-

" Section 6 (a) and (b) of the Chi!~ 
l2goc and Ethr:ridge Railwavs Act of 
1918 110rmits the general m"annger at 
Chi IlL~ gr_,2 to C'<J rry on thG business of 
mining at the Einaslcigh n1ine only. A 
ntnnber of other 111ining prop-erties 'vere 
ac:quirod b' th<~ Act, but these proposi
t1ons aro 1no;;;;tly lal'gP ones and requir0 
financing. Thc·'O leases hav·e rGmainod 
idie throughout the vcar. and there 
appears no alternative but for them to so 
remain until the ahovomentioncd section 
of th_, Act is repeaie-d or modified. The 
prm·isions of this section have been 
strietlv complied with by the general 
n1anagcr." 

He also refers to the limitation with r<"gard 
to the toh 1 omount of 0xpcnditure that can 
be incurred in the enterprise-a limitation 
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which, hon. 
pl:tccd in 
Council-

men1bers 
the Act 

will 
by 

remen1bor, "\Vas 
the LegislatiYo 

"As already stated, the Act appropri
at/•, a SlHn 110t CKCCDding £1QQ,QQQ 
towards defraying the initial cost of 
unwat -ring tb~' Ei1_1rsloi2:h n1~nc. <Jnd 
rroponing and r 'COI11111Cn.Cing thE'· \York 
of the s;nnlters. etc., and also states that 
no sun1 in cxcc-~s of the s·iid amount 
E~lall ~c approprirtted except by resolu
tion O.L both I--Iouscs of Pa.rlian1, nt." 

Then the Auditor-General further rc:nark,-
" The balance-sheet shows th'lt at 30th 

J unc the indebted ne" to th0 Trcasun· 
i11 thnt rc;jpcct \ras £203,880 13.;;;;. lld: 
This an10lLlt, which has been '~rholly 
charged to loan, includes both capital 
und \Yorking c:_pc:ndituro." 

Tho ~-\udiior-Cu1•rnl rcro[!niscs Hwt the 
report on tho cntcr11riso is YC'l'Y faT,-ourablo. 
I think he tha.t it 'is imnoo;r;iblo 
to carry 011 of snch mag;nituJc, 
\VhRre largo purchasf·1 hnve to be nutde 
and work carried on. within the limit of 
£100,000. It is not only tho capital l'xpendi
huc wl;ich is nef'cs-;:u·v in order to start 
the works, but the eiwnnous amount of 
n:oncy rcqnircd us ~~:orking e.qwnsC'3) for the 
purrlul:;;f' of ore, and the operations of tho 
unr1ertaking d-uing: the period frotn tho start 
of tlw 1'. orks until •be metal is marketed. 
It 1Youlcl "PW"r to be impossible for the 
lHincs Dopart.rncnt to ca.rrJ. on operations 
throngh the manager being restricted to the 
sum of £100,000. Ho has had to c'ose tlw 
smelt('l'S) a.,; Parlian10nt waS not sitting. and 
y·ait fm· the authoritv thrrt is smwht. Thoro 
is no good reason for ·a limitat!~n of that 
kind, :· nd. as the arr1onnt reauircd will be 
8_llnnull;.~ apropl'iater1 hy P ul{ament on tho 
Estin1atf's. it is prnhabh· .desirable to remove 
tho limibtion. The ".\uditor-GeneraL on 
page 71 of his report, calls attention to cer
iain factors which he states undoubtedlv 
contributed to the success of the nndertal~~ 
ing' ,fiuring· th8 period nnd~r rcYiC'\Y. Those 
are the factors, as he sets tlwm forth-

" 1. The low purchase cost. together 
with tho 1noderate outlay· incurred in 
n1ac:ing the 1vhol<J concern" on a 'vorking 
basis. 

"2. The organisation in rosprct to oro 
supplies and improvements effected in 
dealing with the same. 

"3. 'I'hc cffici·cnt administration m 
respect to labour. 

" 4. The effective costing system 
applied in thP working of the concern. 

"5. The satisfactory prices of metals 
during the period under review. 

"6. The exceptional ability of the 
general manager." 

Tho~~ factor'<, I think, aro sufficicmt, especi
ally coming from the Auditor-General, to 
justify the action that is proposed to be 
taken. and it justifies the confidence which 
the Government feel in the general manager 
of the Chillago~~ 'vorks. 

::1-Ir. VOWLES : I would like to noint out 
to the Pre•nicr that the Auditor-General, in 
his concluding remarks, states as follows:-

''After a careful studv of the balance
sheet and a g·oneral Yiow of the whole 
po· ition, I am of opinion that, prm·iderl 
n1ctals maintain reasonable prices, and 
that th0 nnckrtaking rf'coiYcs frrir treat
ment, the Chillagoe proposition has 8Yery 
indication of proving a success." 

The whole business seems to be wrapped up 
in thaL I think it \vould be Wf'Jl. at 
this 1:1ta;:;·c, if tho Prcn:i-- r giYe us 
so1ne inforn1ation as tr) ' bether tlw nL•tals 
whic-h to be treated thf~ro rnnintain a 

prico at the present time. I 
an1 under the in1prossion that, as far as 

that area are concerned, they 
\York.ecl under 11t pric·L:S ,,·:ith 

rnargi11 of v,-jth the excep-

The PREMIER: ·what would you consider 
a reasonable price? 

Mr. VOIYLES: I do not know. I am 
the imprc"ion, from ·,yhat I know of 

, that t~w mrtrgin is very 
and it a question whether the 

Gm-crnmc'lt should take any further 
responsibility under theso conditions. 

The PRE2v1IEl{.: If rneta1s did slun1p it 
would be in1possiblc to carry on successfully 
an enterpr:se of that kind. I have no doubt 
that we should haYc to do what othor 
n1etalliferous concerns do under such circurn
::;trrnccs--tha.t is. close down; but tho price of 
metaL, although they have sufferod a set
back during the last few day~, is by no 
means such as to make it unprofitable to 
work an operation of this kind. For 
instance, one or two furnaces at Chillagoo 
Rre rtE1 upon lead orf'

1 
and the price of 

J.cad, although it has suffered a set-back 
lately, is c.till a good one :Many years ago 
it was on!,, £15 a ton, and it is £26 a ton 
nm·-, which is not a bad price. I think 
-copper has con1c do\vn. It is quoted at 
e.-Jmcthing like £80 or £82 a ton. I do not 
know whether it >vould be profitable for 
Queensland to carry on smelting at £80 a 
ton, but the movements of the metal market 
indic~te that the present slump is only 
tcrnporary. If it continued. we would have 
to :-:eriously consider the suspension of opera
tions. as every other copper mining and 
smelting concern in the State would do. 
Probably we would not be able to carry on 
with coptwr under £80 a ton. but possibly 
ot £80 a ton or over it might be possible 
to c.._:trry on. 

Jl.lr. TAYLOR (WindsoT): We all recog
nise that to a large extent rr1ining is a 
gam hle, still I think the House as a whole 
is prepared to accept what the Auditor
General c,ay:; in his report. The portions of 
it which I think will add to the value of the 
report more than any other part are on 
page 71, 'vhr•re he says-

" 3. The efficient administration in 
respect to labour. 

"4. The effective 
applied in the >vm·king 

" 6. The exceptional 
general manager." 

costing system 
of the concern. 
ability of the 

I feel satisfied that when the Auditor-General 
states that in his report we can take it for 
grantd that the gentleman in charge of the 
operations at Chi11agoo is a 1nan vve can 
place the utmost confidence in. \Ve have 
embarked on this Yenture at Chil!agoo, and 
we quite realise that the general manager 
there has a difficult tMk before him. I 
believe a million or two of monev was lost 
up there before he took charge, "and if he 
can possiblv make a success of it it will be 
to his credit, and I think it is necPs~arv 
that this amending Bill should be allowed 
to go through so that he may have an oppor
tunity of testing those particular ventures. 

Mr. Taylor.] 



4G4 [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

I fed ootisiwd that he is not going to waste 
money, and that he fools confident the 
venturo is going to be a success. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. The CHAIR)!AN re

ported the resolution, which was agreed to 
hy the House. 

FIRST READING. 
The Bill was presented and read a first 

time, and the second reading made an Order 
of tho Day for to-morrow. 

SUPPLY. 
FINANCIAL S•rATEMENT-RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

(Mr. Smith, lriackay, in the chair.) 
Question-" That there be granted to His 

Majesty, for the service of the year 1920-
1921, a sum not exceeding £300, to defray 
the salary of the aide-de-camp to Hi~ 
Excellency the Governor "-stated. 

Mr. VOIYLES: Last night the Treasurer 
dolivered. his Financial Statement to the 
Committee; but I think that if, instead of 
being intituled a "Financial Statement," it 
had been called the policy of the Minister 
and his colleagues in some future election, 
it would haYe been a more fitting title. 
It is full of Labour propaganda, and tho 
Treasurer has departed altogether from 
the usual custom in regard to the Budget. 
The phraseology of this document savours 
very much of the phraseology of another 
document which was placed hoforo this 
Chamber, some little time back, in the form 
of a Governor's Speech, and which was 
circulated broadcast at Government expense 
throughout the country for electioneering 
purposes. I >Yould like to take vou back to 
the tinw of the ad Yent of the present Govern
ment to the Treasury benches, and to remind 
the Committee that tbo whole of the revenue 
received by the previous Government, apart, 
from monevs received from Trust and Lo·1n 
Fund, in 19,14-1915, was the sum of £7,200,000. 
vVo find to-day, according to the estimate 
of tho Treasurer, that it will require a sum 
of £12,182.000 to carrv out the same ser
vic<>s-that is, an additional £5,000,000 to 
carrv out the identical services which wore 
carr\cd out in 1914-15, leaving a surplus. It 
is ~upposed that when the year's transactions 
are m-er there will be a credit balance of 
£11,388-that is, that the expenditure will bo 
£12.170,000. Strange to say, those figures 
are based on an estimate of twelve months 
ago. Twelve months ago it '\Vas supposed 
that we would be able to receive £10,422,000 
under the basis of land and income taxa
tion and the general revenue received from 
other sources in the State. 

At five minutes past 4 o~clock p.n1., 
Mr. T:'OLLOCK, one of the Temporary Chair

men, relieved tho Chairman in the chair. 
Mr. VOWLES : Everybody was astonished 

to find that, after that estimate was made, 
the Government rcecived a sum of £870.000 
more than they expected. Notwithstanding 
that they received that huge additional 
revenue. thev were able to show on the vcar's 
transactions -~ credit balance of onlv £26.833. 

The same individuals. f;·om whom 
[4 p.m.] was to be taken taxation to the 

extent of .£10,422.000 in 1919-20, 
now ha,-o to find up to £12,182,000. The 
reason giYen for the expectation of this 
additim1al amount of monov is that we arc 
having bountiful seasons. "r would like to 

[J1r. Taylor. 

remind this Committee that, when it was 
necessary in 1918-19 to agree to further 
taxation being imposed in the nature of 
mp<•rtaxation, the justification which the 
Treasurer a.t the time gaYe to this Chamber 
wa; that prices vere abnormally high-people 
were having bountiful seasons. Surely the 
Govern1nent must realise there is a trernen
dons slump at present as far as produce 
is concerned. vVool is practically unsale
able" hides are virtually unsaleable, meat 
cannot be sold at any price approaching that 
which was being obtained when those imposi
tions were made; and in many other directions 
there has been a curtailment more particu
larly, with tbe concurrencC' of this Govern
ment, in a department which they insti
tuted limiting the profits which could be 
got by the various indiYiduals who are 
called upon to fmd this money. 

Th:: SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Their 
taxable income is increa,.ing. 

Mr. VOWLES: It may be in some direc
tiono. But it is not of general application. 
It was in n";pect of freights in particular 
that the additional money was levied upon 
the people, the justification being that we 
were haYing a splendid harvest, and could 
af!'or.rJ to boar this additional burden. Those 
conditions do not now obtain, and to take 
from the same individuals this large amount is 
g-oing to impose a heavy burden upon them. 

Before I go any further, I might give a 
littlo history of tax.1tion during the last 
few yours in Queensland. \.s far as I 
can seC', every legitimate motbod of taxation 
has been 0Xj1loitcrl to the full. and during 
last year the Government, having no other 
reasonable lcgiti1nato means of obtaining 
rnoney, rc.·.ortcd to repudiation and, to a 
certain extent, tho confiscation of people's 
prope1-ty in order to get n1oney. I am 
referring to the amendment of the Land Act 
and its application to pastoral leases and 
grazing farms. During the present Govern
ment's occupancy of the> Treasury benches, 
I would like to point out, the <"CJSt of 
living-wbich applies just as much to the 
producer as it does to the man in the 
city-has risen 94.6 per cent., according to 
the lateot figures I have. The cost of his 
implements of trade has increased to a very 
largo extent, and the freigbt,, on his produce 
haYc been raised by this Government. 

The PREoiiER: How much? 
Mr. VOWLES: To a considerable extent. 

Freights were raised twice in one year. 
The PREoiiER: Are they high? 

Mr. VOWLES : 'l'hey arc very high. 
Tbe PREJ\IIER: Compared with what? 

Mr. YO\YLES: I have a comparison hero. 
If you take a comparison of freights between 
Chwondand and New South \Vales you will 
find that, as far as wiro and w·ire netting 
11rc conc,·rncd-,vhich are vory necessary on 
a farm to protect agricultural produce when 
n rnan is setting out to .develop his farm
tbo rate is something like 9s. 7d. per 100 
milu in Kcw South "\Vales, and 22s. in 
QuePnsland. If you look at agricultural 
machinery you vYill find the figures are 
22s. i:J NmY South \Yak,,, and 44s. per 
100 miles in Queensland. Dnring the history 
of tbis GovPrmnent, taxation has increased 
in Queensland to the extent of 128.4 per 
cent. In r"spect of income tax it has 
increased 160.9 per cent. ; land taxation, 



Supply, [2 DECEMBER.] Supply. 465 

85.9 per cent.; stamps, 160.8 per cent.; and 
during that tirno the population has increased 
by oni:y 7.3 per cenL It is a stra11g0 thing 
to me that the monthly or bi-monthly 
rl·turns \Y~1ich are giYen fron1 the Trrasury 
di>·do<" ih:'t notwithstanding the fact that 
we are having an increasing revenue during 
the lHl''t 11\ e u1onth~', the expenditure has 
cxcePdt:d n:ycnue to the o::._tont of 
--£:17l.OGO. _ic;; no c\·idcnc,~ of ccon01ny 
-l11l'relv a continuation of the rnad career 
of the . Govornnwnt in their cxtravc>~g~-.ncc. 
Wo do not sec any in-dication thnt there is 
;:toing to be any change in their polie.~' 110"\Y. 

\Vhcn Ilou~o nwt c -.,yore pnnnir (•d that, 
ition joined hands 'with the 

rrnd a~"istcd thcn1, the Govorn
nu~nt was going to be run 011 better line~ 
than ln the pa:-,t: lnlt \VC find that there is 
the sanw o1(1 C'xtravagance goiug Ol1 7 and, 
notwith~turding tht fact that it ~lppears ou 
the Ltco of it in the Financial Statement 
thnt at the end oi :r wnths we aro 
goiu,~ to p;et into a n1orass, there 
is no dc~il'f', ,:.nd no intcution, on 
the of the to put a brake 

Th" PRE}!WR: That IS what you said last 
year, and \VC harl. a SUl'l1lUS. 

Mr. VOWLES: If the Government had 
rf'ceivod last year onl:y the amount of n1oney 
they c,timatcd t.hov >Yould rcc ive when they 
placer! tho E<tim:ctes before the people, they 
w<mld ha-Ye had a deGcit of over £750.000. 
It "·as the fact t.hat thcv received £807,000 
moro than they expect-ad" that enablPd them 
to show n sul·pltL3. Th~t ·,yilJ gi,~c an idea 
of thP ba"iis they had in arriving at an 
cstirnate. 

The Tar.rn:ER: TD get all that mDnoy 
from the rail,- ay J we had to spend more. 

::VIr. VOIVLES: On the Bame basis they 
are going to <•xtract from the people £800,000 
more th1s vea1·; >Yhiel-, shows there could 
huYC been n.o method at all in arriving at the 
Bstinnte they did. Thoro is ono matter l 
think is >'Cry serious, ftncl I think the Trea
surer shovld giYe so1ne explanation to thP 
HDuse about it. A few sc·sions back thi~ 
House consented to certain supertaxation 
being impoeed in respect of land and income 
taxation_ The Auditor-General pointed out 
to us that up to 30th J uno, when he ma-de 
his report, the sum of £337,000 had been 
levied under that heading; and althongh 
the then Treasurer-the present Premier
told us it ,,-a;; going tD bn a pp lied to a 
specific purpose-the liquiclati'"n of the pre
vi-ow:; yeur'5 deficit-it was merged into the 
consolidfttecl revenue, and those deficits still 
stand. To-day the deficits anwunt to £550,000, 
and no provision whatsoever has been made 
fer iheir liquidation. \Vhcn yDu come to 
analy ,e the figures placed before this Com
mittee vou will find that. at the end of this 
financia'l year, we will still have that burden 
-of £550,000, and we will also ha.-e that 
loan which was rrrisccl in England from the 
Bank of England recently, of £1,000,000, 
which has not been provided for. So we nrc 
faced with the position that, after 30th 
June, we will have £1,550,000 unprovided for. 

The TREAS1:RER; You have not read my 
tables. 

Mr. VO\VLES: I have read the table". 
and I say tl1at that is correct. There is no 
provi;ion for those accumulated deficits, and 
there i;; no arrangement for the payment o£ 
that million of money. The only thing is 

1920-2 G 

a pious hope by the Trea urcr that when 
that loan matures it will be renewed Dn 
banking linrc;, nThr re by WC" will only be 
charg·ed interest on a daily balance. 

The TnEASLREH: Do vou know how much 
Df tlutt ioan '"e ha,-o sp"ent? 

Mr. VO\YLES: I do not know. Perhaps, 
in talking about that loan I might. as well 
refer~ to an article \Vhich a11pcarcd in Lon
don " Truth" of 6th October, 1920. It says-

" Last Deccrnber Queonsland is:..,ue{_l a 
6 pn c~nt. loan in London for £2,000.000 
at 88~, hich then \vas considered n~rv 
cnonnous tcrrns. 1\lorc rercrd:l~, -she ha~s 
tried to repeat this operat.ion; and for 
this purpo.-:;e the Prin1o l\linister, Mr. 
Theodorc, Yi~ited London, but the nego
tiations proved a.lJortiYe, and it is under
stood that as a stopgnp a tc-rnpora.ry 1o:-~n 
of £1,000.000 wa: obtained from tho Bank 
of _England. This -~- Fl-" app<lrent.!.v coin
nnlsorv, for bet ~-con no\V a.nd Fcbruarv 1 
Doxt the amount due for int.ere,:,t '"'on 
Qnc, 'JBlund Go\ t'rnnwnt lottn~ is a little 
0YCr £1.000.000, :'s will Le gathered from 
the follo"'>Ying surrnnar~ . " 

Then it voc~ on to sh(p,-· that from 1st Oc
tober. 1920. to 1st F~_·bruury, 1921. a surn of 
:£1,029.671 f01' in1Prcst i3 payable in London 
rn of loan:;;, The article goes on to 

be trnc-
\\'e all, unforbinat.cJy, knov: to 

."-In the n"xt five years the colony 
>nll ha1e to prmicle for the repayment of 
nQarlv twcnt -· rnil1itJDB of nlone..,- an 
opura"tion >>h;ch >Yill not he facilitated 
b,v !cgislntion of the type of which 
QuPcnsLnd has achinved an unenviable 
notoriety." 

You will l'Pnwmbcr, Mr. Pollock, the hon. 
member for Burnctt asked a question of the 
Treasurer ~on1e fe-..,, \Yeck·, ago as fo!low-1:-

" 1. \Yhat quotas of the £1.000,000 loan 
raised b0- Mr. Thcodore 'in London 
throngh the B::tnk of England will be 
all oca tee!-( a) for the payment of interest 
on current loan5; (h) for other purposes? 

" 2. vYhat arc the cl0tail6 of the prD
posed interc t payments from the loan? 

'· 3. Will any portion of tho £1.000,000 
come to Queensland?" 

" The TREAST;RER rq1licd

" 1. (a) Nil; (h) the whDlc. 

"2. ND interest paynwnts will bo made 
from the loan. 

"3 No." 
I sincerely trust the replin as giveD by the 
'rrcaq1rer are correct. He went on to tell 
~-B lt \\ :ls .ncc.::;-.c,ary to haYn n1oneV" lying 
1n London 111 order to eaYc exchang-e. \Ve 
know th:tt that is vorv cleEiralJ!e. Dut I would 
lik<, to know >Yhat "is the position Df that 
million of moun-. \Yha.t credit we have 
lying in London, 'and what amount has been 
absorbed jn intcre;;;t, or in IYhat direction 
it has been absodw-d. Vi'e have not gDt that' 
information, and it i5 a strange thing that, 
\Vhcn wo arn riealing 1vith an irnportant 
matter like the Budget, we shon!cl not he in 
po,,c,,ion of come of the mo6t importa.nt 
r0ports. I refer particularly to th0 Aucliter
Genr-ra]'s report on State enterprises. 
There is a good deal of reference made to 
State <'ntcrprises in the Budget in the 
nature of political propaganda, and we are 
not in a position to criticise those enter
prise", merely because of the fact that we 

Mr. Vowles .. ] 
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have not ha.d an oppr;rtunity of inBpeding 
tho::::e rL:ports .and :-.ccing vvhat, thPy contain. 
If CYer.vthing is fair and rrbovcboard, if 
these statements horn nrc correct., vvhy have 
\Y<: LOt got the criticisnt of the A1ltiltor
Gencml, eo that we can ttt le 1st ye;·ify them! 

l\Ir. I(IRVVAX: I thought you only ·wanted 
the Auditor-General's report. 

:'.lr. VOWLES: I wnnt his report on Stat·e 
enterprises. A very big mouthful is made 
on this page of State enterprises, and I 
sa~; that the class of criticistn quite foreign 
to the ordinarv kind anJ is in 
the n<1tnre of p;,litic•d It makcc 
one ~.'i-ondcr \Yhy it i;:; Elhl \,·h ~t future 
event is fon:cL· ted. L' Yie\v un elec-
tion, for \~Thich thi,; i.:: tho placo 
of the GoY,.rnor's Treasurer 

YOr\ careful 
ryi(1"1l· ,~ dnr

oflicc of this Goycrnment." 
-r:lu re that ;:;npcrvi lion 

IV" ]u,o \v t bat there 
unwarranted interfer

in 11" .11y of onr d Hubt ni:i, r~- ;ulting 
th'-• n' ,i:,D-~tion, in all-nm'': ('\"Cry instance, 

of the he .tcls of all those State enterprises. 
Tl o pu'Jlic and the OppoJit~on begin to 
\Yor;dcr ',c:hv? The'-~ ar _. C'Ul'l01F', to kHow 
why ~\~r. :~.lcCuf?;an" ~·ut out of th• State 
· tatiorF', wh;~ :Jr. G-oodwyn IE_,ft tlw State 
llrurLmce, \, hv the nutna!£cr of tbe lmtclu;r ·_.' 
shops was gl~d to get a~'·ay. whv in everY 
direction responsible oflie0rs, whom we kno~~ 
arc bclng unUuly interfered -with, arc glrrd 
to get out. 

'l'L TREASl.:RE,H : \Yho arc chcy '! 

2Ylr. YO\\~LES: They arc oi!ic,~rs of certain 
de par. mcnts ·who ,., ..!l'C l)lacc-d in responsib1_e 
pc ',ition~. I s.ay thJ,t '-his is only CVl-

dc' ce that. \Y·2 see of and we 
hold the1t it i intorfcrenco, by men '' ho do 
not ~.;:no;y their bu?ines~, \Vith nH~n who 
hayc boon put in cDrtain positions because 
they do kno\Y their bu.:,iHC':lS. 

The THEASUHER: On" nuu1 who Jnadc a. 
groat so:tg about it \\"Otdd have been sJcked 
if he had not r;onc out. 

Mr. CoRREH : It is all ycry well to say 
that. You lost him. 

Thee 'IELISUHER: I wiil place the papers 
on the table. 

:·r. VCWLES: I do not y,ant.to refer to 
indi\-idu<.:..ls. T'her·.c> \-Yas certain unv-.,rarrant~ 
able int.::rfc:rt:'ncc w;th tht." State Produce 
Agency, bccau;·e v;e find, instead of the 
manager signing circulars, the Treasurer 
signing tlY 1n just prior to the election, and 
we also find cheques \vhich vvould in th;, 
ordinary course have boon signed by Mr. 
1-lo\vcs being distributed right on the eve of 
an election signed b:,- "J. A. Fihelly." These 
are the only evidence of this supervision, 
on whjch the Goverrnncnt ar·~ priding thcln
sch·es. 

Last :-car thr- railways gavo .an increase 
oyer the estimate of £563,496, and a large 
amount of that was absorbecl in increased 
v <1!2'03 as the result of arbitration <_nYards. 
'J.1h~re was a very big surplus, and it was 
rather a pity, to my mind, that that surplus 
was not judiciously used, becaus we find 
thttt wh0n yc•u cor:ae to sum UD the affairs 
of the railways there are, during the time 
of this GoYcrninent. a.('cumu1ated deficits 
a.mounting to £4,924.547, after charging 
interest on capital and working cxpens·es, 
as will bo seen on page 55 of the Auditor-

[Mr. Vowles. 

General's renort. whilst last ;year alone the 
ctr>f!cit ,~.·ns £1,229,579. 

The TRE,\SOHEH: ThPre vvas a d·:flcit nndcr 
mn· Gon:n11nent. 

~' ~r. 1.'-0\\-LES: Do0s not 
t- kno <.c tl1at iu 1914-15 tb.::- wore 
ug £3 17s. 9d. per aboyo 
co~t of run ing _ n1. 'lnd than 

return dwindled to 13s. 1d. two years ago, 
it \\a~ oniv lr,- 1nca:ns of two il;Cr(:asos 

frci~ht<;: ~ ~ durlllg the L't twch-o 
J'Ionth:=;~ that were ablo to c. nr11 £] 
7s. lld. P'-'r cent. It was cocting in interest 

on ti-L:- whole of th.--. raihYay 1-vorks 
9d. per c~nt. so that \W; r, losi, ~· 

th" £1 7s. llcl. and £4 
1s. of th ~ rr1onov i_d\~(~sted 

I)cpartn1ent. ~\.nofher thin 0 
~shibt I Jtlll on the que-.tion 

of raihva:-s is something in the nature of 
a 11ubJic cnt-:'qn·: ;c. although it doe·.:} not 
come nnd•r th St·yh~ Entel'pri :c'"'· ~-\(~t. Thc-
hon. su.~rs tliat ith the cxc~_~ptiun 
of fl h eYery enterprise h:1~ 1 ' ,n a 
fUCCOSS. 

TnEAsum;n: Every enterprise etarted 

not c1.ll th(~ rail
On page 60 of the 

report you ,,ill fiud that 
in csr::wet1un \Ylth the Construction Branch 
of t},~ raihsays there are· such things as 

1011 and those -;tor( , \\Thieh are 
the of the 1nen \Yorki11g· at con-

struction, brought us in a loss of £2,418. 
rrhP PRE:\JIER: Th?v were cstablifihcd in 

the tin1f- of J\1r. PagCt. 

1\lr. VOWLES lt does not matter when 
thcv YYlr~~ C'~tablished. The fact rcrnains 
that this Goy·~rnn1ent a: e continuing the'11, 
and continuing the!n at a loss. The loss on 
the lHcrjnda- Hov1 en store a1nountod to no 
le~ :3 a sun1 than £1,528. 

The TnE \SUEER : In tho last year of your 
administration the loss was about £2,000. 

~,lr. VO\YLES : 'I'hc~o arc the Q'entlcn1en 
"·ho sav thev lead in all dircct1ons~who 
hand d.;wn t.; the public thD statement that 
eycry undertaki11g they take in hand is. a 
success, except the fish shops. Hm-o I g1ve 
an instFLnce where thev are running an enter
prise in the R<1ilway CDepartment at a huge 
lms. On page 2 of the Financitd Statement, 
in referring to the excess C"Xl1cnditur·o ·in 
cornparison \vith the e::::timato, the Treasurer
says-

'' Tht~ total expenditure in ·excc,,·;; of 
the estimate \Vas rnainly brought about
by four departments-Yiz.. Chief Secre
ta.r, Ho1nc Secretary, TrtLtsury, and 
Railways. The Chief Secretary dis
bursed £61,000 more than was ynted fm· 
the benefit of returned sold10rs and mem~ 
bers of expeditionary forces." 

If you look at page 25 of the Auditor
Gcn:eral's report you will get some idea of 
ho\V so1ne of those n1oneys were expended, 
and I say that the way in \Yhich they arc 
being used is becoming a public scandal. 
Ono of the itc;ns of expenditure is-

" Grant-Returned Soldiers and Sail
ors' Labour League, £1,000." 

What parliamentary authority was there fol' 
that gr~nt? 

The 'l'REASUHER: \Ye gave the Imperial 
League a grant. 



Supply. [2 DECE~iDER.] Supply. 

Mr. VOWLEP,: Th2 whole principle ts 
:'Ton.~.. 'l'lH:~ ~overnment have no right to 
L'u r? ru~g 1~nbl1c lnont'ys a·way to uuy politi
cal 11~ tlfubon" .. Another it0rn is-

,, Gold nH·dal for 1~:c1nL('L~ of Land 
Sct.tlcn1ent Co:Pn1ittec and \\Tar Council 
C' Hilinittc"', £46 [s." 

The TRE.\StRLH : -~11 support~rs of your 
uarty. 

~'tr. \~(}\VI,ES: I do not c-ere who they 
art:. Anutl~cr item is-

" Gold mcdalo for member•; of the 
_\llZUC Cottage eonunitteo, £16." 

Yrlwt untLoriiy is ther·R for that t'Xpendi-
hu~e 'i Some little time I brought 
l e£ur,~ thr 1-l.ous.r' two Imperial 
sulJi Brisbane and 
kept pel'~onal inter-
\ lCi- s _prcn1ier and wrote him 

:-:c: a~1d ~- .:nt tho~,J n10n to hin1. 
Tho PH~'llER: You ;::u1111ittcd they \\·oro 

-.::11 trc ttccl. 
~Ir. \ 0\~-LES: I ctdrnit thcv wero \Veil 

treated to the extent of £406; but why \Yere 
the~·- kept ho1·c that length of timt>? 

Tho PI:E}!lER: \Vhat do YOU think we 
should lm vo done 'i ' 

llr. \ 10\'\'LES: They ,,,-('l'C kf'pt here as a 
f'),(hcrt: ~:~n.lcnt, and gt'ot to s1gn f'Or-

which appc.arcd during the 
clrxtion as c:Yide., C' of tho generosity of the 
Co· f'l'Hll1_·r.r~-out of public n1Dney. I saY 
tlw_, that cx:pc could hR :e ~been kept 
do\ ·n Ytn' eo. .J.nd thos" mt~n could 
hnYe l.Jcml got 1nonths before they wero 

first turn~d down 

~~he PHt::}IIER: No. 

J\lr. ·vo\YLES: They \Yore refused point ' 
bl.1nk. 

The PRDIIER : Oh no. 

:\h. VO\'i,'LES: Oh yes, they were. I 
thi,':Jl; l still have the, co,rrespondenco. or 
1. lH-t...l. .At any ruto, I naa IntervJe\c t> w1th 
tho Premier and his Under Secretary and 
these men wore turned down; but I brought 
up tiiC 1nattcr in the l-louse ancl because 
~fwr · v ~s aa opportunity of n1aking polit
iC, l capital out of the rnatter it was dono 
>ll1d tbcy wore paid. I notice also that 
thP :: of ins;1nity h:l!3 gone up-that seen1s 
to the general thing under Labour Go-
Ycrnmcnt. Thoro is £37,000 down for out
dcr,r relief. but we know that that has 
C'' p. nc!cd to the extent d £78,000. 

The PRE"IIER: Do 3 ou suggest that w·e 
sho·Jd cut that out'! 

:::VIr. VOVYLES: Io do not; but I say that it 
lJo Hlore judjcinusl;r used. I see 1nany 

,ta.JICC'S "\', hcTt' pc'nnlc are livinrr on that 
fund-people who will not take w~rk. 

J\Ir. G~EDS0K : Do you know of any ·work 
for pCOlJ~Q ILJ\\'? 

::i1r. VOIVLES: I know instances whero 
men have been offered work and would not 
take it, although it was at fair wages, agreed 
to by 1 he far,ners in the countrv districts. 

_\lJ·. Gr.Enso": \Vhat did y~u do with 
the unemployed deputation" 

Mr. VOWLE;,: I told them I would do 
t1w only thing- an Opposition member could 
do-that is, bring up -their case in the House, 
but I was refu;;<·•d an oppor·tunity to Uo so. 
The GoYcrnmcut did nothing foJ' them and 
it >l'onld be interesting to know· what' tlwy 
arc doing for them now. 

iVr fmr1 that the debit balance in the 
Tru::-t Fund~ arnount.cd on 30th June to 

VYo would like to know tho 
. and I trust the Treasurer 

to gii'P n~. f;._nthcr infonnation 
on thesro itms, and toll us what is proposed 
to be dcorc \Yith respect to tl1cso deficib in 
the fu•. re. I referred o. little \Yhilc ago to 
thr Lorr11 Fund ... <\er aunt. A little bit of 
politic~,j ~tuft' · on this ymgo on 
ref-'JTt cc to the Yisit to England, 
whe11 he 1 'Hde ;]t!Dlic:'tion for a £7,000.000 
nr lean·. It i~ dui1ned bv -the 
c:cl •:· 'YLen the £2,000.000 loa~! was 

Rnr~1and · Dere:rt1ber last it 
;md tloct tho 

in that 
suggf,~,tion is 

( -~i·tain gentlcm0n 'vent hon1e 
dv toinds of the financiers vvcrc 

poiwned and thnt that "as the sole and 
only cause fo:t· Qucc'nsland's being refused 
l":l{)n"y c:n d-:r:- London rnarket. 

The PHE~IJI:R: IIcar, hc. __ r! 

Mr. YO\YLES : I hr ar the Premier say, 
" Hear. l1Par !" Did the Premier not say, I 
think <tl <1 clinm'r aftn ho ;·etun1ed from 
EngJ tt1d, that the Philp dPlcgation \Yas not 
the thing that ,,ft.s aJ"ain~t his getting 
n1oncy 

The the only thing·. It 
pro1,ag.r,nda and DB\\·s

···ell. 

"-I''· YO\YLES: Wlwn :\fr. Ryan went 
hornf' on the first .iion he paved the vvay 
for flnan('r. F~e a certai11 6taterr1ent to 
the linanricrs in Englnnd. lie cornmitted 
hinl~~(·lf to a ( 'l"ta1n vromi\30 in regard to 
]('gisiation. alld in my opinion that pron1ise
was nnt hollOlllTci b:y his successors. 

The TREASURER : Incorrect. 

:\Ir. YOIYLES: On the occ~sion, I think, 
of a. baHqJ\et at dw Colonial Institute to 
Sit \YiJllQm Dlac:G-rcgor, he said the Labour 
GoYernmcnt did not know the meaning 
of repudiotion, and that they did not 
kuc\Y the n1c-nning of confiscatioll. Yes, but 
what followclcl '! On representation that 

certain things were to be done 
[4.30 p.:n.] as regards legislation-that there 

as to be no confiscation and no 
n)pndintlon-the financiers in England 
ndyanccd the rnon.ey to Queensland as they 
hncl done in the pa,t. The loan was more 
than 100 per cont. o.-ersubscribed; but what 
do \Ye find when the Premier went on to 
the , um market again after he had put 
on rPcord his rcpudiatory legislation? VVc 
f:.ud thnt he was tnrned down. Ho was told 
to go hmno and study ordinary honf"~ty, or 
his GoYernmcnt were told to study ordinary 
honest>;·, and vc•t thev turn around and regret 
that c;TI ,in ;ndiYicllwls went home, as they 
were justly entitled to do, and represent what 
they considered to be an injustice to them
selves-and he knows in his ht~art, and his 
supporters know in their hearts, and the 
pul!lic of Quepnsland showed that they wcrtl 
thoroughly awake to tho situation by their 
YOtf',; nt the )nst gfmoral election-they know 
vPrv well that this storv about the delega
tion was purely an oi~ction bogey. The 
Treasurer i., n·ported to haYc said that 
he \Hls not going to sell his hirthright
ii'·1t h0 Yvas not going to crawl as rCg'o.lrds 
what leg-islation his GoYcrnmcnt would int.ro
d uco. \Vo find from the words of one of 

Mr. Vowles.l 
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his col1cngucc.;, now Agl~nt-Gcncral in London 
-l\lr. J. :;\I, 1Iunter-that an ofier to amend 
tlE' l( 2'i:Jatlon ''us n1ade by the Prmnicr, 
and when he had committed himself to a 
certain degree, then the fmancicrs-tho 
Londo:1 Jl'Ws as he termed them-wanted to 
nlak:e their O'Vn tcrrns. 

The PRE:.~rER: \Yhat do you say I called 
them'! 

:VIr. VO\YLES: You called them "London 
Jews.'' 

Tho PRE1flcR : !\; o ; I called them " the 
rnoney lord,;;;." 

:Vlr. VOWLES: vVhen he made that offer 
ho agreed to sell his birthrio-ht in so far as 
democracy is concon~ed, :nd \Yhen they 
wmJtc.cl_ him to go further still, he showed 
lu.s teeth, and then the murder was out. As 
far as these matters anl concnrnccl. I think 
the real rea-son why Queensland is Unfavour
ably considered on the London rnarket to
clay io: First of all because of the fact that 
there is insecurity hore on account of the 
logi:dation IYhich ha,, been put on the 
statutc-book--lcgisla tion of a class that does 
not. exist in any other British community
that is the repudiation of exi~ting contracts 
a~d C'Or~llsration. r~hc stuffing of the Upper 
Hou '" m tlw vvay m which it was done was 
not likely to inspire . couiidence arnong the 
lJCl';-,On ·who wer.~ gorng to Jend n1oney to 
Quccr~sland; the t>nkerjng with the Constitu~ 
twn m f'very direction, the desire by hook 
or by crook to get control o£ the whole range 
of Go.-ernment, whether rio-hth· or wronrrly 
to Lring about their ovvn ends, {lid not ins1;ir~ 
confidence; nor will it inspire confidence in 
the future. And a Go,-ernment which is in 
power by virtue of the fact that the elec
torates 01. Queeneland are in such a deplor
able condrhon as regards representation as 
the present olectorates are, and a Govern
ment which is sitting on the Treasury benches 
under false pretences-because it does not 
represent a majorit2 of the people of Queens
land-that GoYernrncnt eau neyor inspire 
couiidence unti I such time as there is a 
chaugc. and that change will not be long. 
Until . that <;h~nge comes about, ~ say tho 
fmancwl positwn of Queensland will remain 
as it is to-day. 

The TREASURER: How long do you say 
that will be? 

Mr. VOWLES: If the hon. gentleman ha-d 
the moral coura.go ·which a Government in 
the position in vv-hich the,- find themselves 
~houlcl hav-e--a democratic or an alleg·ed 
nemocr<ttlc Government representmg a 
:mnonty of the people-if they had the 
moral courage to do the right thing and go 
back to the people they would be sittincr 
OYer here very quickly. " 

The TREASURER : W o got more .-otes than 
your party did. 

Mr. VOWLES : \Vhat do you call mY 
party? The Opposition? \V e have heard 
that old story before, but in Parliament there 
are only nv-o parties; there is the Govcrn
nHmt and the Opposition-(Governmcnt 
laug·htcr)--and the Opposition have a very 
much larger number of votes than the 
Govermnent has. The whole test of the last 
election was not as to whether the Govern
ment were one solid party and we were two 
.divided parties; the question was as to 
whether their policy was acceptable to the 
people of . Queensland, both in respect of 
their dealmgs With the finances and in 
respect of the methods under which they 

[Mr. Vowle8. 

n1an~ g.cd t~osc finances, and their general 
[Jdmtllistrahon. They \Yerc "weighed in the 
balanc.~ and found \Yanting," and if they 
had the eourage a GovPrnn1cnt ~hould have 
thPv :\·ould re<Sign and the hon. gcntlorne~ 
opposite then would bo sitting on this side 
of the .House. 
. The 'l'RE'Sl:RER: \Vhy have another expen

Sl'.-o clectlDn? 
1\Ir. YOWLES: That reminds me that the 

la't election cost a sum of £30,000. 
The TREA:31JRER: ~o. 

Yfr. VO\VLES: \Vo have noyer been able 
to get the proper of the conduct of 
the election. The election onlv 
c{d £20,000, \\ hich was £6.000 mor8 
th ,n the 1914 election coet, from vv-hat I 
<;an gather frorn the figures cliscloscd here, 
the ]act election coRt £30,000. It will be 
intcrc:;;ting to kno'S jf the eo ~t of that aero~ 
phnc ,,.as chnrg-cd up in this £30,000. It 
wc.u1d also be interesting to l;:now vvhothcr 
that sum includt·d tho ('xpenf'es of ·those 
gen!1cmcn in the State Produce Agency 1vho, 
dunng the previous election, visited 1nv 
cl1 -·toratP at Govcrnn1cnt Pxpenso in motour 
ca~s, and "h?, in 1ny t<~ur rou11d t.hc country, 
I j_ound up Hl the sugar area· \Yith Govern
nu:nt n1oior cans. It ,,-ould be interesting to 
know -whcthc~ these g8ntlcn1cn were paid 
out of the £30,000 or \Yhcther their expenses 
were chargc·cl up to the departments-if that 
is so the cost of running the election "\vas 
~till greater-or \Yhether 1Y8 were relieving 
tho Labour organi.crrtions of a cvnsiderable 
amount of their election expenses by per
mittin,g- these individuals to be employed. 
The Gov-ernment has saddled the producer 
with higher freights and higher fares. It is 
neo::'-"'ary to keep the high rates of income 
taxation and land taxation on these people, 
and yet the Go,·cmment have money to burn 
for their own political 11urposes. But, surely 
the time has arrived when they can study 
so:ne econorny and try and relieve the 
burd{)lJS of taxation vvhich the public have 
to bear~ It is about time they commence-d 
to practice what they have been preaching 
for manv vears. \Vith rderence to this 
compulso~y LLoan B1ll, vve discover frorn the 
GoYernrncnt that this n1cn :Jure is going to be 
Qropped. I an1 Yery glad that it is going to 
bo d rapped. I wou I cl be very sorry to '"e 
Queensland have a blot on its statute-book, 
or another blot, and be the only State which, 
by con1pulsion, \vas going to take money 
Lom its citizens to be used for their ovni 
purposes. It has be<'n statnd in this House 
that the Foclerai GoYernment introduced 
this rrinciple. The Federal Gov-ernment 
introduced it as a suggestion, but they did 
not put it jnto operation; and \VCl'O it rwt 
for the pres -ure that has boon brought to 
bear on this Govor11ment during the last few 
davs we would have had that blot on our 
statute-book to-day. However, the money is 
available, and I think it is high time that 
the public should be let in tho "know" as 
to the terms on which that money has been 
obtained, the duration of the loan. the rate 
of intero·c,t, and the general prospectus in 
connection 'vith it. 

Mr. KIRWA:-1: You will get that when the 
prospectus is issued. 

Mr. VOWLES : Has it been issued? Or 
are thev obtaining the balance of old loans? 
There is a m.1ttor of about £7.000,000 which 
the Government could raise under old Loan 
Acts. 

Mr. KmwAN : How much? 
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Mr. YOWLES: £7,000.000. 

:\Ir. KIRWAN : \Vhere? 

1\Ir. YOWLES : It is on the statute-book, 
but I question verv much 1vhethcr the 
Government could r'aisc 7d., because the 
public have such an opinion of the Govern
ment that they would not lend them 
anything. 

:Yfr. :F. A. CooPER: Will that inspire 
eollfldpncc? 

1'\Ir. VO\VLES: I could not inspire con
fidcucc, becauf'c the Government co1nc hero 
and ·uakc cnrtain 11romif'P;;, and the very 
next dcly they turn round and break them. 
\Ye arc told that-

" Our citizens must clearly and defi
nitely understand that their obligations 
to the Sutte must be respected." 

r, it not time that the Governn1ent realised 
that tilC'l'e 'tr'' some o!Jligations on the part 
of the Government to the citizens of the 
Stab~. And it is about tirne that the citizens' 
rig·hts wer~ respected. I would ask the hon. 
gentleman to look at it from the other 
point of view. The Government has certain 
h:nctions to perform. Tlwy arc supposed 
to legislate decently, for a start, and 1vithout 
di.seriminatir:m as to any class. rrhcy are 
snpposed to administer the funds that they 
receive judiciously and economically, and
what is more important still-they arc sup
nosed to kPe)l faith 1Yith the community. 
T could point out nntnt"rous in~tances IYhore 
the Governrncnt haYP. failed in everv ono 
of these matters, and those are the ni:attcrs 
to which I refer, when I say the Govern
ment should keep faith with the citizens, 
and if thev do so, there will be no occasion 
to wnrn the citizens as to '\Yhat their duties 
"re towHds the State. On the question of 
State entPrprises, as I said before, wo have 
not got the very report, and the only one 
thrtt \Yonld enab]P us to reasonably criticise 
thi' Budgc•t. \Yhy that is being delayed, 
\YC c!o not know. but there seems to be a 
g-ood d0al of mystery about these enterprioes. 
There is onlv onn that I kno'.\ of that has 
been ckancd up. and if the Government', 
statements to-day in re•pect to State enter
prise;, 8 ro the same n s they Vi/ero 1vhen we 
WN'e dealing· 1Yith the celebrated l\1ount 
I-futton purchase, then I am verv sorr·y for 
tlwm. It will be remembered that it' took 
me about three ycus in C!Uestions to got the 
truth. or a1rdhing near the truth, in i·cspcct 
of the purchase. muster. and the handling 
of the stock on :\lount Hutton. And what 
de we find? ·w" find that that enterprise, 
which has been in tho hands of the Go.-prn
mcnt. npproximatch, for four years-that 
rntcrpri~c 'vhich Mr. Hardacrc and Mr. 
J. M. Hnntnr. who _,-qe both Ministers at 
that timp. told the pnblic of \'noenslnnef 
\Yas bring-ing in a profit of £35.000 to tho 
penp]e of Quoonsland-when that enterprise 
,,·as 1Hdanccd up. when tbe lrn.')o v;;·1s sold, 
nnrl all thP as,0ts 1' ere sold. and when the 
storJ;:: \VCrP cleaned up, \VC disrnvPred thrre 
1Yns a, debit ha la1w0 of abont £5.000. insteftd 
of n credit of £15.000 n nd that debit ha lance 
1mnlcl h0 u-rrntcr still if 701 head of cattle. 
\Yhirh the Anditor-G0ncral said arc supposed 
to lw on La ra Stati( n. d'l not m1,t,•rialisc. 
IV0 do nnt know '"hethcr those 700 head of 
cnHl0 have come to light or not. Does not 
aJl this ~how n want of orclinarv business 
capacitv • \Ye hnVi' onr £1250,000 invested 
in these cnterpris•·s, and the'' need most 
cautious care, and not be subject to the 

interference they have been subjected to 
in the past. Fancy a man being appointed 
agaim.t the wish of the general manager 
of stations to art as a stockman; a, n1an vvho 
has been con ,-icted of cattle-stealing. He 
was a friend of the Government's. \Vhen 
you have that sort of interference, can you 
n:pect the enterprise to prosper? Have we 
not seen in the past in the criticism of the 
Auditor-General. the loose wav in which the 
State butchers' ·shops are ma;;aged. Do we 
not know that the fish shop is a public 
scandal and a ]1ublic nuisance in onP respect. 
\Vhen the hon. gentlenum tells us that 
there is only a loss of £8,458 on the State 
fish shop, does he not know that not one 
penny interest has been charged against the 
business? Surely to goodness, that enter
prise should ha.-e the interest on the £35,000 
--the purchasing- price of the trawler
charged up against it? Look at the records 
in connef'tion 1\Tith the purchase of the 
trawler and of thP "Doug1as :n.-1a1vson "? 
Do not the recorcls look very suspicious on 
the face of them? Here was a boat which 
W.lS purchased for a. large sum over and 
ahoYo what it \Vas purchased for a few 
months l'n'viously. \Yo startDd to make 
inquiriC's. f!lld found that ·what waoS known 
in the R-lihYJ~,T Drpartmcnt was not known 
in tlw Cabinet. The then Treasurer sajd 
that he know ncthing about certain rcpre
seutation-;, and, after 1naking inquirie;:;, we 
found that it was known in the Hai]w,n
Departmcnt that these representations had 
Le<>n nl_adc-

The PnE}IE:R : It waB not known to 
Ministers. 

Mr. VO\YLES : H \vas not known to 
:\1inistor', t 1t it 1vc1s knm'.n to officers in 
the Raih,'a;; Department. A bona fide 
nns1~ c•r \Y8 not g-i>'en in t.hat n1atter; it 
was covered up. \Ye find that that boat, 
which could have been bought for £10.000, 
after she 1'-.ts oYerhaulcd was purchased by 
the Go\·crnmf'nt <1t a ntnch larger figure 
It is a n_'lnarkR hle thing that people can 
sell a thing to th" Go.-ernmcnt for £19,000 
11 hi eh had been l1m1ght a fG months before 
for £10.000, and 1.-a.s only sold for £10,000 
on account of the shortage of shipping during 
the \VOX. 

The J?RE:\ITER: Do you IYant a Roya1 
Commission on it? 

1\Ir. \'0\\LES: I want the Premier to 
gi.-e ns the· trnth v:hen he is answering 
quc.~timJ'~. \V c dif7c·ovcr that the dcpartn1cnt 
denies an·-- kno·,-:lcdge of the Prcn1ier's repre-
sontatior and wo eubscqucnth· find that ail 
tho ti :no documents arc on record there, 
and lho i' that the•'' did not know. 
and that \YFl'3 oDh knov7n to the officers 
of the dcyHtrtrnent. " 

Tho PR~:\HER: I ,·aid tho offer \Hts not 
made to the Government. 

i\fr. VO\YLES: That is only hurking the 
question. It Wf!S made to the na.ih\·ay 
DPpartmont. 

The PRE::.\IH~R: \Yhv have vou not courage 
enough to make a c·hargo? , 

1\Ir. \"0\YLES: \Yhy don't you give a 
strai(Yhtfoncrard and bonest. a.ns\ver tD ques
tions-: 

The TK\1PORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
I wonld ~n~.;g-cst that the hon. n1on1bcr should 
address the Chair. 

:\1r. YO'\YLES: I notice that the Babinda 
hotel lms been a, huge success this year, 1Yith 
a profit of £1,175. That is a bit better. than 

Mr. Vowles.] 



470 Supply, [ASSE:'IIBLY.] SupJ·ly. 

£120 made on a turnover of £16,000. Thero 
is an item hero of £2,567 in connection with 
t,hc State Produce Agency, which I think 
should receive some criticism. If we look 
up the reports of the Auditor-Genera.! in 
the past >Ye shall find th·1t he complained 
that thC' manager of the Produce Agoncv 
was carryi1·g on tradll. That uepartmont 
was not instituted for the purpo.-e of trading, 
but mm-ely for the purpose of selling. I 
said on a. previous occasion that) as far as 
the rnanagen1cnt and buying are concerned, 
it is all right a'3 long as t.ho venture turns 
out to be a Bncccss ; but I have good reasons 
for believing that only quite recentl 0 the 
n1anagor vvent into son1c venture~~, '"hich 
were a huge failure, a.nd the result is that 
he has been condemned. How can the Go
vernrncnt con1mcnd hirn in one in ,tanco v.~hen 
ho rnakcs a- profit and whe-n there is a loss 
conden1n hirr1 for it? \Ye havf~ good evidence 
during ekdion time to show that if evo1' 
any profltocring- 1vent on ln Q-ueensland it 
was in connection with t.he State Produce 
Agrncy. Evidence Yvas gi,~cn c~uring the 
tirue there ·was a big shol'tLtgc of pota,tot·i 
here that the Stat.: l 1roducc Agency imported 
pJtator·, which made over 100 per cont. 
profit ont of the Brisbn n<e pnhlic. and that. 
is one of tho GoYcrnn1cnt e-nterprises. 

The 'TREASLRER: VY c ga vP all the profit back 
to the suppliers. \Ve made no profit. 

::>rr. VO\VLES: 1Jnde1' the Shte Produce 
Agcnc,y Act the Government is compelled 
to gi ·n; lmck all it,., prof:it:o; to its e~ients, but 
it is on)~- C011lpellcd to give profits which it 
makes out of commission' 011 their stuff, not 
profits which it n1akcs frorn trading. I 
venture to sa.y th:tt tht' 'vhole of the profit~ 
were '10t handed b,tck, it is only in 
this one yf'ar, on the o.ve a general elec-
tion, that the Govcrntnent - up to the 
fact Uw t the Act compels to do this. 
\Yhy did they not do thi_; in previous :oars? 

'l'hc 'l'REASCRER: .\1! the profits h:n-e been 
handul back. 

~\Ir. VO\VLES: Do von really sav that 
£2,000 is the wholo of "tho " siri'cn the 
Stato Produce; .\gencv has established? 

The TREAScRER: \Ye do our work at half 
the usual cost. 

Mr. VO\YLES: I challenge the hon. 
gem] man to prove that ho gave back the 
wh~>lo of the profit,, He gave back £2,000, 
wlnch could not haYe been the whole of the 
profits for last year, lot alone past ye::trs. 

The PR2lJIER : It must ha Ye been a success
ful unci rt akin g, then. 

1\Ir. VO\YLES: I am very glad to see 
that the Government is dealing with affore
station. One of the biggest and most lasting 
"ssets of Queensland should be our foresto. 
If only timber of certain dimensions is 
allowed to bo cut down, and voung timber 
is allow·cd to gro,v, wo- will h~ve in course 
of time a standing asset to our credit, hut 
I do not sco hovr you aro going to creato 
an extensive asset like that, if you arc going 
to , convert 1t purely into a sawndlling 
buslllc-s. I notice that most of the returned 
soldiers who are engaged in the department 
are being kept on. The Financial Statement 
states-

" For forestry v.-ork proper it has been 
found impossible to increase the votes 
notwithstanding the urgency of th~ 
timber situation in Queensland. In order, 
however, to a void retrenchment of the 

[iff r. V 01ules. 

largo number of returned soldiers now 
employed in forestry v;ork, the Loan 
Estirnatcs on this account have been 
increased from £20,000 to £65,000--" 

That money has b00n expended merely for 
the purpose of gi,-ing those soldiers employ· 
ment, but it is not coming from Queensland-

" which latter amount the Repatriation 
Department is pledged to provide under 
the terms of the Melbourne RGpatriation 
Conference of Foresters of 1918. and the 
subsequent agreement entered. into with 
this State." 

I think it would be very bad policy to deprive 
those returned soldiers of their employment, 
but if the work is not there for them to do, 
"hy continue them on in the forestry work, 
when :·ou can put them in some other avenue 
where we will have something to show for the 
money nxpended. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRTCcLTl'RE : Do vou 
think there is anything better than reaff~re· 
station? 

Mr. YOWLES: ::"<o, but you are only 
tinkering \vjth it. According to ! 7 our own 
shtPment, you have not got work for these 
m0n. 

The PREMIER : Do you want us to spend 
more n1oncT? 

Mr. VO\VLRS: You are compelled to 
Rnond up to £05.000. I 'vant you- to spend 
th.- money judiciously, and if the >York is not 
tlwrc for the•-c men to do ;o put them on to 
\York in :o:omc other diTPCtion, so that :You 
wi I! ha n:' >-omething to show for the money 
spPnt. 

\Vhen we get on tho subject of agriculture, 
we find that since the last general election, 
the Government has on ovcrv occasion been 
throwing bouquets to the" farmer. The 
Financial Statement s<tys-

" Tho J.ast financial year ,,·as one of 
drought (though. perhaps, not quite so 
seYere as that of 1918-1919), and, conse
quently. the rural community again 
snffered the tri~ls and tribn!ations that 
thov have hitherto borne ,_-itb such 
splendid resi'(nation. But. against these 
difficultic;, the high price of fodder gave 
a modicum of relief for the more fortu
nate. The Government, with a full 
appreciation of the serious plight of those 
ln,·olYcd, on b;c·o occasions gave welcome 
assistance bv the distribution of fodder 
and .wed wheat to those who needed it, 
and ,_-ho were unable to fin 'nee them· 
sPlvcE:. Further, aid 1vas given to\": ards 
the tramnort of starving stock to relief 
('ountry."-

J looked np tlw returns, and I found that, 
'"' far as the distribution of fodder ,and seed 
'vheat is concern~" d.-foclder in narticular
tho Government made a ,tart, ,{nd got the 
fanner~\· mon0v in hand, and then for a long
time the produce was held up in South 
Au-,tra lia, >vith the result that when it 
arrived hero it was not wanted. 

The TE:MPORARY C'IIAIRNIAN": The 
hon. member has exh-austo,d tho time allowed 
him under the Standing Orders. 

HoN. IY. H. B.\Ri\ES: I ,,-ould like to 
publicly express rny apprcc;'ltion of the 
courtesv which the Treasurer showed me by 
forwarding me a copv of the Financial State
rncnt somo fc•v hou1 , before it was de1iverf?d. 
One criticiees very frcl]uontly the actions of 
Ministers and others, and it is only fair that 
when a courtesy of that kind is extended 
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~he:· sh<?u}d take _th~ oppor~unity of express
ing then npprcc1ation of 1t. 1 \Yant l11<Jro 

1_1arti-rula:::ly to go through the Financial 
Statement and the various details which 
baY-:- been referred to bv tho Treasurer ·in 
its d~livNy, and I frankfy say that I desire 
to cntlCl58 to the fullest extent some of the 
utLrance,; "' they appear in the Statement. 
The very first sentence in the Statement is 
?'W that I arn surprised the Trc,surcr put 
mte 1t. It reads-

" In presenting this, 1ny first Financial 
Statement, it affords n1e groat pleasure 
to be able to say that the linances of the 
St"a te continue to di.,close that very care
ful superYision ·which has ""been in 
evidence dnring tho term of office of this 
Govcrnn1ent.:' 

GovER~niEXT 3.'IEMBERS: Ileal", he~n· ! 

HoK. \Y. H. DARNES: Could there ever 
haYo bPcn ~~uch a traYf "ty in connection with 
.anything 'iYhich was put into a Financial 
Statement, in Yiew of the administration of 
the: GovU'll~nc.:.lt, their rcekl-e-.snes,: and their 
total inability, n~ I -hall show 1/cfore I sit 
<lo•Yn, to (~cul -wHh the finances of this great 
Stutc? _.\'ever before -)]ne~ rho c3tablishn1ent 
of this Sh tu lw Ye the 11na nces been in the 
po~itio11 they arc in to-dttv. 

The PHE~IIEH: Yos, they 'are pretty healthy. 

. Flo". IV. H. B),R:\'ES: ::\To, they are not 
l•~althv, '" I shall be able: to show. I am 
not here \Yith ~-he object of crying, as sonw
one n1ay say, "'stinking fish," but to point 
ollt 'Yhat I believe is tho condition of thing·s 
~-)-day. ar.rl to ~trike a warning- note, in the 
hope thnt even ;·.t this lnte houi- the Premier 
and th0 Trcamrer will take certain <;tops to 
rc:m~~dy th(~ COllclition of things as thev exist 
m lluccns1and to-da >'. I shall show as I 
[HOCC''d that \Yhat iS heing prOllOS("d even 
at this jlniCture is only in the_._ nature of 
pla: tc•rin;; " sore, in tho hope that, J\ficawber
likc, ·,otnething 111ay turn up. But if we 
rcali·ce that t:~c.rc are difficulties aheftd. what 
is the of our tr.ving to gloss then1 oYer. 

that there arc~ 1:0 difficulti':'? 
,,t '"hut the Govcrnmer;t have 

rr:-tll< be('l1 doing. It \Yill be re,nembered 
that ,_-hen v:o iast had a Financial Statement 
bt)fo~·p us). took the opportnnJv~ of pointing
out rhat I lwlic,-ocl that the c'timate "ould 
b<:_ Yen !agcly l~XJ'c:eded as far as last vear 

.1. ~CL111y of us on this 'side 
t t]lc proposed inC'ree~,cd taxation 

\Yas ~);oin17: to bring in rr grc._ t d-:"'J moro 
than -::iu:· Tn·:1SU1"0l" said it o·oing to pro-
duce. \Ye bolicvecl that h fares 
arul freight~ - ·hich ver:· \'F!re being 
put on the THm.lucer, \vere to bring in 
a gn'at deal more revenue than \~·as 
.unticipat~-'d. 

Hm;. \\'. H. DAR~F;S: I Yenturc to sav 
tl~ :!:i the Pn:n1icr, \Ybo \YHS thr-n the Trc~
surer, rnn;,t haYc belieYcd that sne:h would be 
th[~ condition of thing~. \Yhat \Yas result 
of it'? It \Yill be seen at onr,---. hv state~ 
nH•nt that OYPJ" th~· c -ti1natc th ~·rn?nue was 

£870.943. and the cxpcnditnro 
[5 p.m] £U8,323. ·what a pickle \\C 

\voulcl have been in if it had 
not been for that fortunate circumstance? 
Did jt Jndicrd·n, us ±ar as tho Trcasurel' vvas 
concrrnecL 1 ';nt there was anvthing like a 
fair forcca't of the finances ;f the Sta-te? 
R.ailv:ays. tax, nnd land tax recr~ipts 
wero in the re-,jlonsible for ,,-hat hap-
p"ncd. The pooplo wore being bled and 
bled, and biod again. 

JUr. COLLIKS : A few of them. 

HoK. \Y. H. BARNES: My friend does 
not c1n~ for the n1an \Yho is toiling on the 
land. \Vhat does it matter to him? 

c;Ir. COLLI:\S: 'I1lat is too weak. 

At five minutes past 5 o'clock p.m., 
:Mr. Sil!lTH resumed the chair. 

Ho:.r. W. ll. D..'\.R:"i'ES: It is not too weak. 
I ask, what Jid he care for othors 'Yho wor·e 
se•·kiug to do th ir best to Guild up Queens~ 
land aud who wcro being got at a-J every 
turn! There lllUst b; an end to that kind 
o£ thing. You cannot continue to bleed 

"·ithout ruining not only the Govern-
" ho do it, but the people from whom 

the l none~~ is sought to he obtained. lia v·e 
Hot the GoYCr!nrwnt alread\ realised that 
pnc ition by f!aying that theY arP going to 

hdraY"' the con1pul:-:.ory Loan Bill 't Have 
not rcali,ed tiut if thc•v ···sek to take 

mmH'Y out of the pockets of the pc0p!o, and 
Uf'0 it for :-ornD otlL~r purpose, as far as 
<·onuucrelal entc!qn·j\c\~ ar·"' concerned, they 
arc ·"Jinr:- to kill the vcn life of the COln

rnuni\y "t \Yt~ ha ye to gi;e moro dnd more 
encouragemt~nt to COlflll1<''l'Cia] enterprises. 
(h:o of th"~ Lu nes of Qu,· cnsland has boon 
that th :re :1as bL't~U u ,,-ithdrawal of 
cncuurag::-tDCnt in that particular r·cgJ.rd, and 
people haYc bt~{'l1 afraid to 1novc because they 
haYC not kn(jwn what tho dictates would be, 
not of the Go,-ornmcnt themselves, but of 
the powu Lchinrl "-hich has ·'lid certain 
thin£'s l1a n~ to be done. 

l\Ir. JYREKXAX: 1.'" our finn \Vas not too 
frightcnt·d. 

llox. \\". li. BAR='TES: The hon. gentlo
ltHlll doe::i not klW\\ YUl'~'- rnuch about my 
Errr1, apparcnt1~:. _1_\_ll I can sns is, W·e have 
:·,bnnc~rnt CYidcnc·· tbat pcop,le are in :a 
ner;:ou state; and the Prmni<. r kno"-YS it, 
t'J'). 1 '' ;u1t to congratulate him upon having 
the cour<H!C to \\itl1dra\Y it. notwithst1nding 
tho pre--~,:r·r ~ v;c kno,, ·was' behind hjm, the 
t~n·eat that were behind hi u1, and notwith
~Iancliug lJi.:~ own uttrrallCl .;. 

~\_ UoY.t:_.:~-...J.lEX'l' =\IE~JBER: \Vitlidra;v what? 

Ho,;. \Y. H. llAU:\'ES: I presume. if we 
:tre informed by the Statement, that 
the Loan Bill is to bo \vithclrawn. 

Tl1e VnE~1ITEH: ?".:--o, you vcre not inforrned 
in tho Trcr.wrer's Statement that the Bill 
'.VL:.-u~d be v•:ithdra\Yil. 

Hox. \',' l-l. I3AR;\;ES: Shall I say we 
are infonned in the Stutcn1ent that it has 
t· ~'L·n de~crn•d ·r \rben the Prerr1ier returned 
fro111 the old countrv. ho n1adG certain 
threats, <H:::l thl~ Lon-~lon '~ Tirnes" rGfcrs 
tn th, cui Lnc.t iu tl1is \V:ly-

" Tho la tc"t speech of 3t1r. l'beodore, 
the lh _·rnicr of Que·:n:Jand, published 
on another page, [H'O\~ides an in:tructive 
P..Pqucl to the .abortiYc character of ~he 
luan .d'gotiations he rec0ntly "conducted 
111 LondJn. ~:lis a~::c1·tions that the 
('uccnsland Uovernnwnt \vould raise 
before ChrisL.Jas, a local 1oan of 
£2,000.0JO out of the profits cent from 

''""land to c;reflt Britain and else
" com]Julsion to be applied if neces
r·<i..l'Y and that Lot a penny wnuld be 
p:.tld in diyjdends to the capitalists in 
London if ic was required for the 
dcvdopment of Queensland, £ally confirm 
the attitude of tho~,e on this side who 
derl.inc<.l to partlcipato in any new loan 
to Quc(•nsland unless the Govcrntncnt 
c01>scnted firct to abandon its ron11diatory 

ll on. W, 1!. Barnes. J 
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k'gislation in regard to the pastoral 
lease~, contract. Xotlnng 111010 dan1aging 
to the credit of the Stato he controls 
t ban such a speech could well be 
itnagined. 

" It appears to be the do!iberate int:m
tion of the Goycrmnent to proceed with 
a po !icy of r~pudiation in a spirit of 
Ycngcancc in the hope of corr1pclling tho 
l'"Calcitrant capjtalists to surrender. 

"\Ye can assure the people of Queens
land thas such policy will completely 
fail in its purpose." 

I would like to point out that, in my judg
n1cnt, tho action of the GoYOl'nl11·ent in deal
ing ac thm- haYe dealt with what is known 
as r; pucli.a~tory legislation, has been against 
the Con·_-titution Acl. Section 40 of the 
Constitution .Act says-

" The ontire managc1n9nt and control 
of the "aste lands belonging t•J the 
Crown in the 'aid colony of Qu·t·ensland. 
and also the appropriation of the gross 
proceeds of the sales of such lfwds, and 
of all other proceeds and revenues of 
the sa:mo, frorn 1vha.tever source arising 
'vithin the said colony including all 
royaltic:~, rnine_\, and minerals :?hall be 
nsted ; n the legislature of the said 
colony.'' 

This is the portion I '"ant to dra1; the atten
tion of the Premier to-

., Proyided that nothing herein con
hlinccl shall affect or be construed to 
affect any contract or to prevent the 
fulfilment of .any pro1nisc or eugap-cment 
made by or cm L ;half of Her :-viajesty 
'"ith rc~pect to an~· },:nds situate within 
the said colony in cases where such 
contr::tctR, pron1ises, or ~~ngagonwnts shall 
hayc been lawfully made before the time 
at which this Act shall take effect 1vithin 
thic: colon'\', nor to disturb nor in anv 
wu, int'l"'l:fC'rc wit.h or prejudice an~r 
v.oJtc'd {Jl' other rights 'Yhich h:tvc accrued 
m· belonged to the licensed occupants 
or 1c<;:sccs of anv CnnYn lands within or 
without the settled districts. under and 
b·,. ,~lrttw of Hw Act of the Imperial 
P.ar1ian1ent passed iu the ninth nnd tenth 
::ear~ of Her J\tlajesty's reign. chapter 
ore hundred and four, or of anv order 
or ordns of I-lor Mejcst,, in 'council 
i;;:c.:.ucd in pur~ua.ncc thereof." 

Tho PRE~IIER : Do you say the ] ca~cs were 
issued prior to that Act? 

I-lo:-;. W. II. BARNES: I am nQt g:Jing 
t'J deal '' ith that. (Govcrwnont laughter.) 
I do sav that a distinct contract had been 
mad0, imcl the Premier must know that 
the Gm er >:nent pradically broke it. 

T!o--, PRE~IIEH: \Vhat was the contract? 

HoN. W. H. BARNRS : It is just as well 
for us to get reaih- at what the conditions 
arcJ that are C[l.Usi.lg thr::. cmbarrassn1ent of 
Quee-nsland to-day. The trouble in Queens
land to-day i due to the fv,ct that wo are 
trying to ;,utch a sore. and the sore 'is still 
thcr,o. I sa,·. och-isPrll,v, thc1·c is not going 
to be a11~' regular fio,y of rnoney until we 
do Hw just thing by those peopl-=~ whon1 
\H! haYc p0naliscd, and b~~ ·who1n we have 
done nnj nst thing-. :\~ohvith-.:ta'lding that 
dming Juo•;ths £1,900.000 has been spent 
on Loan Account, what is the position to-day? 
l\1Pn n re going a bout fronl house to house 
in almo :t a state of destitution, r,nd the 
Go"-·crnment aro patching thP sore instead 
of rising to the occasion and doing what 

[Hon. W. 11. Bcu·nes. 

they haYo a right to do. I want to ask the 
Pren1if~r. Is ho not concerned nbout the 
'vorkc1·s of this cornnru11ity, who to-day ~Lre 
askiuq· for l1rC'ad and cannot g·r-:t it-~exccpt, 
it n1a,y U(\ in sorno cases from t~w relief 
dPpartrnont? Is that in the interests of 
Queensland? Is it a fair thing? 

The l'HE}IIER: Do you want us to reduoo 
the roli ef? 

HoN. \Y. H. BARJ\"ES: J\"o, I do not. 
BLlt I do say I want to do something better 
than that. I 'vaut to alter tho coEditions 
so that men wili feel they are not having 
to take r·clief, but the;: are getting something 
in re turn for their labour. 'rhev would 
]Wcfor that. The Pr"mior knows that any 
nu1n who is \Vorthy the nau1e of n1an prefers 
Yory much that he should not be nut into 
the position into \Yhich tho Governnient have 
ob~olntcly driven hin1, and are driving hi1n 
to-dav. \Vhat is the 1'osition vith regard 
to tho <Hnount sp(~nt in relief? The hon. 
gentLn1an has 1nad.e reference to it. Look 
at it in tbe ~'tnditor-Genoral\. report. An 
arnouut of "£70,000 '~ras ,-;pent in relief, 
against a small amount even two years ago. 
What does that indicate 9 

The PnEl\iiER: Do you 'vant us to reduce 
it? 

l-IoN. W. H. BARNES: I\o, I am not 
··:~·ing any n-eed,, person should be deprived 
of assi_.tance, but I t~..lll saying that the 
GoYPrnn1ent should get son1c concr-ntion of 
iheir dut as a Government, and that they 
should ri'e to the occasion instead of play
ing off just one sectlo11 of the eomrnunity 
onlY. .Ev·er since the (~ovcrnn1cnt have 
acoeptNl office, the,v haYe failed to realise 
that t}-,, y should legislate for the "-hole of 
the State and not a portion of it. T'hat is 
1YhNe the.:· haYe ,made a big mistake. In the 
'vakr~ of class 1egis1atlon, there has been 
broug-ht the· trouble 'vhich 'vc ~ee upon us 
to-day. 

The rrnEASUREH: You are ver~r gloon1y. 

Ho;,. W. E. BARNES : I am not. I want 
to trv and arouse 1\1inii3t·ers to <-~ sen~o of 
their voblig~tians. I want, so to speak, that 
tl1E~ n1en v;:ho arc out of work to-dav shall 
find that. tho Governnwnt have risen, to the 
occasion, and by a broad, co1nprehcnsivc 
policy, are making it poc,siblo for the avenues 
of en1rJlo;T1nent to be opened and not closed 
up. 

'rh: SECHETARY FoR ~1\_GRICLLTURE: You 
ha' e no sympathy for the unemployed. 

HoN. W. H. BARXES : What ! I had uo 
~\''lnpath~· for an une1nployerl Jr1in1ster who 
bad not a "scrcvv' " and they v:ant,ed a,n 
f'~tra one. But I h~Ye deep syn1patn.v ~or 
the man who '\Tants v;ork and cannot get It; 
and the Gm·ernmf'nt arc helping to block 
hin: IT' tting it. The Trea.surcr, in hie. Finan
oia l Stat,,m "nt, made reference to the Closer 
SottlemEmt Fund, and tried to dmg in pre
'· inn-; Gm·crnmeDts. Is it not a fact that, 
<Jdtnitiing· one or hvo cstatc.J such as Sea
fm·th \Yl're not a success, n1orc 111oney \Vas 
rcc i \·cd from the estate,;; as a who le, or in 
pa:<·ments made in the diredion of sales by 
thT;e v ho bought them, than the estates 
tl'emeeh·cs cost '1 The total purcheso price 
1Yas £L955.060. The value of l;md sold
inrlvding tlY· ~a].p of ti1nbcr and irr1prove
ntcnts-was £2.253,651. The Auditor-Genera] 
on na.ge 45 show-, clearly that that. is thi 
position. 
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Now, I want, for a moment, specially 
tc deal with the position of the Loan Fund. 
From my place in the House, I make this 
shtPment, that the Loan Fund has never 
been in the condit'ion it is in to-day. The 
Treasurer must know that that is true. 

The TREASURER: Never so well. 

Hox. \Y. H. BARNES: There arc no 
evidences of that. There is abundant 
evi<lence in the hon. gentleman's own sta.te
mcnt that 'UCh is not the case. 

The TREASURER : Your own colleagues 
damaged it. 

Ho;;. W. H. BARNES: No, the men who 
went to London did not damage it, but the 
Pr~miee himself did. He " queered the 
pitch," and tho people behind him "queered 
the pitch," by the legislation which they 
passed. 

The PREMilm: The " S:ttlll·day Review,'' 
the "11anchE,\,,tc!_~ Guardian," and tho 
"rrimos' 1 all said Sir Robcrt Philo "queered 
the pitch." -

Hox. \Y. H. BARNES: We know ."·ho 
"queered the pitch." It was the Premier 
himself who "queered the pitch,'' and made 
it impossible to get the money he otherwise 
would h,,ve got. .Jus.!;. lcwk at the position! 
According to the Statement which has .been 
place-d in our hands, the balance to tho 
credit of the Loan Fund at 30th .J unc, 
1918, was £1,919,433, at tho same time in 
1919 it had d<'Creascd to £1,398,388, and in 
1920 to £769,912. And do not let us forget 
that, so far as I know. there is at the present 
moment £1,000,000 at call advanced by the 
Sayjngs Bank. Not only so, but no provision 
has been mado for the accumulated deficits 
of tlw Government. Is it uot a fact that at 
the Queensland J\'ational B<mk there is an 
overdraft of £540,000 in that particular con
nection'! The Ciovernment cannot deny that 
tha.t is the position. Let us look at some of 
the other statements made bv the Treasurer. 
He says- " 

"In the light of the ab•n·c, I think 
it will be g-enerally admitted that had it 
not bcF ·1 for the misrhicvons meddling 
of a wealthy few ,,-ho place party politics 
on a higher plane than the public weal 
our credit in Loudon \vould have re
rnainr:._-1 nni1npairod, a.ncl the Pren1ier 
would havo had no difficulty in raising 
:t loaD at a reasonable price. I do not 
propo6c to re,urrect the "·.hole sorrv story 

ith its disa,"trons consequences' to th~ 
StnJc .. and \vill m·ercly contt-·;1t myself 
by sa~'1ng that \YO no\v find oui"-elvcs do
priv,_d for a tin1c of the London n1arkct, 
and must, thPrcfore, look nraror home 
fo1· fund,, :-.c;;e~·;.a.rY to currv on nrr.rcnt 
works 1vhich .arc~ defrayed" from loan 
rnonr: ys." 

That is on! a red herring acro"'·• the trail, 
Romcthing to try to blind the community, and 
to placate thosr men who feel that the Go
veFilll1cnt. have done thcn1 an injustice, son1o
thn1g- which the Government have produced 
at tlw prf'·ent .iuncturc, in tlw hope that 
they mny he able to pacify fnot only their 
own follo\vcr.s~\\-c kno1v how their O\\ n fol
lowers have lwcn fighting at the position in 
wh1ch the·· fine! themselves; has it not been 
said that one of them w:1s proposing to go 
to his constitnent~ '!-but also others outside 
this Honse altogether. 

The ATTORKEY-GEXEHAL: The "Courier" 
6aid so. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS : He said it himself. 

HoK. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member 
who mrtkcs that statement kno\YS how true it 
js ln reference to indivi{]ual rnernbers who 
find themseh·es absolutely angered. Tho 
intPrfering in connection wit.lr the enter
prices of the cDuntry has very largely brought 
about the condition of things. Has not the 
farmer been practically hobbled by the 
Go,·crnment? 

The PREl\IIER: Jn what way? 

HoK. \Y. H. BARNES: In every way. 
Take butL>r. \Yhcn it was a legitimate 
thjng to get rt certain pric0, yon know how 
thcv were hobbled. At ocver.· turn the 
GO\:ernment lmYe done all th'ey possibly could 
to prm '' thems2l vcs anything but the friend 
of tho brmers. 

The PRE:VIJER: \\That about the freights 
on farm produce? 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: They were put up, 
as other freights were put up, and the hon. 
member knows it. The '1ueRtion will be 
asL.::cd : " Ho1v is confidenec to be re~tored 
in Qnceus!a.nd ?" Quccn~land's trouble is 
that thc•re is a want of confidence. ·whether 
the Premier cJ.rcs to admit it or not, people 
here and there arc seeking to get out. (Go
Ycrnment laug,hter.) Because they sec it is 
better for them to go to a State like Vic
toria, that is being ,run be a Nationalist 
GoYcrnmcnt, with tho lightest possible taxa
tion, than to sta\ in Queensland and not 
know \Yhat is coming next. 

The ATTOUXEY-GEClEHAL made an interj ec
iion with reference to the unemployed m 
Victor1a. 

I-lo:1. W. H. BARNES: I would liko to 
know ho1v many unemployed there arc Ill 
Queensland. 

The S CRJ'TARY FOR. AGRICULTURE: You have 
nu sympathy with them. 

Hox. W. H. BARXES: 1 hrrvc a great 
-dct! more eympathy with them than the 
hon. mcrnbPr \\ho interjects. \YhoBe sym
prrth,- i·• in hi, mouth. Tho Government 
should remember that their functions should 
b~:-" nationa.], and not sectional, that the aim 
of the Government should bo to harnesq the 
indnstries of the Stab as far as possible, 
bnt not b"': taking charge of thonL Ono of 
thP gr,'atf'"'t tronblcs ls that the Govcrnn1cnt 
qnit~tly show themselves s~ :'npathetic \vith 
men wb) '.Ynnt to up~Pt Ja.,,~ a11d order; the 
Covernn1Cllt haY.._ proved thcn_-,clves abse
]ntcly n, <•ctional Govcrnrnent. ,:ithout in 
an:T v fi~T rca.!is1ng the ,--idc nature of the 
obli~-ntions which rest upon a GoYcrnrncnt. 

Tho PREJ\LTER: You do not mean that? 

Hox. IV. H. BARl';Es: 'l'ho hen. member 
knov s that it is only a olatcmont, but it is 
a c'to'oment that is absolutolv correct. I 
wnnt to draw attention to thcv cstin1ates of 
the re··r11nc for the year, to bo found on 
p :gc 11 of the Statement. It shm' s that the 
rcccinh from Income Tax an' expected to he 
£2.100.000. which is £260.000 more than was 
c·,timat.cd bst .-oar, and about £77,000 more 
than recc1ved last vhll'. I would like 
to ask whcro thi_, money~ ls c"';:pt'cted to come 
from. Ha' a hluc pencil be"n used in 
making up the forccaet of expenditure a.nd 
receipt;;;? Has the Treasurer said, "VVe 
must make it look attractive,'' and has be 
used a ]Wncil without delihcrately going into 
the possibilities of receiving the a1nounts he 
has put do\Yll? BH~ausc it does seem to me 

Hon. W. H. Bames.] 
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that the Treasurer haG b0<'n unduly 
op~i1ni ,tic. 

'l'ho 'l'mAScREI<: I have been a bit like 
you people-very conservatiY(\ 

HoN. W. H. BAR~ES: It is a \Yonderful 
tlung· for the hon. member to be anvthin" 
of thrrt kind. Land tax is estimated t"o pr;. 
duro £480,UOO, or £25,000 more than thP 
estimate last year and about £21,000 more 
than \Yas rcccjycd last year. 

I\1r. G. P. BATI:t\ES: Tho fanners are aojng 
to pay that. b 

HoN. '\V. li. BAR:-\ES : I was comin" to 
that. Thc1 e· wjll be ~on1o vcrv sorD ho~trts 
an1cng tho people 1Yhon they 'realise whore 
they are gomg to be taken. !Vlany a small 
man says, '' .!\'o more Labour. These peonle 
have never been friPndly to us." ~ 

An llo:-iODRABLE MEilillER interjected. 

. HoN. \Y. 1-I. BAR::'i'ES : An hon. memLer 
~ntcr]ects something about produce agents. 
I hav~ no sy1npathy with any statenJc>nt con
dommng the manager of the State :Produce 
Agency. l have said that Leforo and I 
repeat it here. V\~hile I an1 on thaf &ubioct 
I should liko to ask a question or t;vo 
Speaking fro:n memory I think that th~ 
rcturr_s as a rc'::nlt of sales for fanners 
amounted to £-;5,000. I am not sure of the 
figures. At 5 per cent. that rneans a return 
to the Ag-ency of £2,250. How is that going 
to pay tlw cxponsos connected with the Pro
duce Ag~ncy? How would it be possible for 
tbat agent to keop his place open if ho did 
not trade? 

The _SECHETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You 
1YDulcl hko to see it closed up"? 

Ho::-~. W. H. BARKES: No I have no 
desim to see it clooed up. If the hon. mem
ber mu't h,avo a reply, let me tell him that 
emcc the State Pro-duce Agency opened my 
business has Increas-ed very considerably. 

Th·- 'I'REASUHER: So the State ha5 not gone 
to the dog·s? i_Governrmmt laughter.) 

IIoN. IV. H. BARKES: So far as the 
State P!oclucc Agoncy's getting hold of the 
_pc•oplc IS concerned, the object has failed, 
because they have no confidence in the 
qovel'Illlh nt--not in tho rnanagement, but in 
tne G~Jvornrncnt. Tho land revc:nuo is 
expected to be £1,447,500, or about £189,500 
rr1on: than received last yoar, la~~t year's 
re-ceipts £218,258 less than the esti-
n1ut_e. Thc11 wo are told that there is going 
to be no ta7ation. I can only say, 
'' Th u}.._ 10r ~hat; 

1 

thank goodneF"S 
thnt, at 'Ye have tne ·Governn1cnt 
nailed to that. I an1 going to tell vou how 
'~ o ha vc th~m naile-d to it. During the oloc
tiO.n campaign they found that things wore 
gomg so badly that they had to chanue their 
policy every \\ oek. First the Treasu;er said 
that tbcro \\as going to bo rnore taxation. 
Then the Premier found that things were not 
going mvectly, and ho s.aid, "No more taxa
tion," to save the situation. I am rather 
inclined to think that he did help to save it, 
although the ex-deputy lcader--

Tho TREASl:RER: You a"o one yourself, you 
know. 

HoN. W. H. B~-\RNES: Although the ex
deputy lc;cder nearly landed the m in the 
soup. for I think the advice that was given 
by the; ex-deputy kader proved to be bad, 
and the Prmnier had to come and shoulder 
the bhme. I want to ask tho Committee to 
look at the taxation increases since 1914-15. 

The TREASURER: That is better. 

[Hon. W. H. BaTnes. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Simply became 
hen. me m hors do not like criticism. The 
tc'venue from direct taxatioq was £875,000 m 
1914-15. In 1919 20 it had risen to £3,323,745, 
and now, although there is no now taxation, 
th0 Troasurv estimates it to produce 
£3,341.000. The Auditor-General shows that 
in 1915-16 the revenue fram direct taxation 
was £1.·+55,358. Mr. Smith, you will admit 
that they ha ''8 been going the pace, although 
You arc a funnortrr of the Government. I 
bog your P'";don, but when you are out of 
thro choir you will admit that th~v have been 
going the -pace, and going it most effective!:"<. 
I am eorry to say that from the State point 
1'"~ Yi..-.-,~.· jt h:t~ b0cn most unsatiBfactory. 
The Auditor-General shows that the increase 
j~1 ~nee~ H' tnx antounts to 163.9 per cont., on 
l"nd tax 85.9 per cont., and on stamn duty 
116.8 nor cent. I direct attention for con· 
Grrn~'foP of th0se fl~Iures. to page 6 of the 
Auditor-General's r-·-rort. I am prepare-d tD 
<Hln1it t.hnt stqmp duty is an uncrrt·1in source 
0f r 'Y01Hl0, b,,,~,l_nso so man:v t.hings come 
alnng that may pcoduce plont:- of stamp duty 
or rnay not. 

The TREASURER: People will not die to 
order. 

, '" iV. H. BA RNES: The Government 
nre hc-lninc; to m8kc them die prett;· fast. 
I refer here to a striking sentence on page 
12 of the Treasurer's Statement. I do not 
kro•v ,_,·hether the Tr0asurcr ought not to 
blush, for he was apparently responsible for 
putting in this-

" 1t is honed that b" cl0se supervision 
end control of expenditure the Govern
ment will succeed in balancing the 
accounts." 

The TREASURER: Do YOU not agree with 
us? 

Ho:-:. W. II. BARC\TES: I would agTee 
,,-ith it in the case of anv or-dinarv Govern
ment, but what do we know about their close 
(YXJnninntion of the accounts, their abilitv 
to wateb them in such a ·way that thoro will 
be no doubt about the rf'~ult" Such a thing 
is imnossihle. JI.-Tav I remind the Treasurer 
of tb~t delightfnl trip to America. I notice 
that there is on the front bench at the present 
1Y10rn('nt a J\~Unif:tf:r '"-ho recent1v had a bit 
of " jaze< ut Tmn1svillo. (Laughter.) 

The ATTORl\'EY-GENERAL: Look out I do 
not tell the Committee about some of the 
jazzes you had. (Laughter.) 

HoN. W. II. BADXES: I have already 
challenged tho Tronsurer to put on the table 

the expomc< of m:v j az7R'. I 
[5.30 p.m.] ,,-ant to draw attention to tho 

And1tor-Gencra.1's report in 
Hnothcr dircdiDn. V\Tc havo hc·ard ~orne-thing 
about Chilla;roe to--day, and on page 65 of 
his report the Auditor-General has tlns 
statement-

" The napere received from +he Trea
wrv relative to the above. shov that 
nluations of the Railwavs Rolling Stork 
<Jnd Equipment \Vere"' made during 
,Januarv anrl February, 1919, by Messrs. 
Stokes " and Chalmers, and are as 
fo1Jo,.,·s :-

I will follow the Treasurer's good example 
and s.cv the total is £505,590 10s. ld. Then 
I notic~ thoro is a reference by Mr. Marshall, 
T:nder Secretary for Mines. In a letter to 
the Premier ho. savs-

" Roferrin" to your memorandum of 
the 23rd J ;'nuary last, relative to the 
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allocation of the proportions of purchase 
money for plant, building·s, and proper
tic,~, Chillagoo Railway Purchase Act, 
I hu.-e the honour bv direction to ad.-ise 
that the proposed allocations, as follows, 
v.-ere subrnittcd to the manager of the 
smeltcrD, ,,-,-ho otters no further recom
Incndation, and tho l\!Iinistor eoucurs 
therein.'' 

The total was £40,000. That letter was 
eubrnittcd to the Commi.sioncr for Rail
,v.-a,rs, 'vho, thereupon, communicated with 
the C'nder Secretary, Treasury, to the 
follovving effect:-

·' \Yith reference to the attached memo, 
datPd 2nd March, from the Under Secn·
tary, 1\lincs Department, to the Prt;mier, 
and to Mr. Thcodore's 111i11ute of 3rcl 
j dcn1 thercon, l an1 directed by the 
Commis,ioner to inform vou that the 
allocation of £40,000 for 'lr1ining assets 
under the Chillagoo Railway Purchase 
_\et is accepted under protest. in as 
much as it means that the Capital 
Account of the Rail way Department will 
be charged with £160,408 morP than tbe 
valuation put upon the Chillagoe and 
Ethcrich(<" Railways h•", the valuns 
appointed for the purpose. 

''I am, (..__c., 
" G. R. STEER, Secretary." 

The SEc::ETAUY FOR RAILWAYS: Read page 
66. 

HoN. IV. H. Bc\RKES : That has already 
heen r0ad this afternoon, but to please the 
hon. gt.:ntkman I \Yill read ::vir. Robcrtson'~; 
lettr>r to the Prernier on page 66. which 
reads a::; follo>s;, :-

" I bE'g to invite your attention to 
the accompanying conespondcnc,·· rcla
hvc to the revaluation of all the pro
perty acquired by the State under the 
authoritv of tho above Act. Ivlost of 
this co1:rcspondt:>ncc eventuated duri~1g 

nbroacl. aud. as it must 
embodied in my report 

to ParlialTJPnt \Yhen dc:.di~ g w1th the 
Chillagoo undertaking, I think it advis
ab1~~ that you shculd be Ina.le acq1uintrd 
·:l:l1 tL circumst:.tnf'fS. 

lt will be St'en that the v<-1 luations 
-of tbe 'arjous properties arnount in the 
aggr,_:;g _ltc to only £540,5r:O 10s. 1d., as 
ag·ain,t .. :~701,000. the amount of the 
purcha.s0 1none.v. le:::tYing (.," difference of 
£160.409 9.-. lld., >':hirh the Trcaoury 

. t~;it~Y~l~~~~:~ .• ;Jebitcd to the Raiiwao 

The SECR!:T.IRY FOR HAlLWAYS: Read the 
Prernic:r's reply. 

HoN. W. H. BARKES: The hon. gentle
man asked n1c to read page 66~ and I read 
par.:c 66. 

The SECRETARY FOR R.\IL WAYS: You read 
the Prc1nier's reply. 

Hoci. W. H. BAlUG<:S: I will follow mv 
own coune. }fr. lloLertson's letter cor{
tinu~'-

" The Act in question authorised the 
Secretary for Railways to acquire for 
the State certain railways and proper
ties for a sum not exceeding £701,000, 
and as soon as may be after tho coming 
into operation of the Act. a revaluation 
of the properh· so acquired was to bo 
made b:: a person appointed by the 
Minister, .and that the purchase money 

not t'xcoeding £701,000, was to be allo
C<:Itcd in proportion to the valuatious so 
Hl<H1c, etc., etc. (vide section 5 of the 
Act). 

" It would appcrtr that the proper 
ccnrso as indicated by this Act, would 
haYo beccn to denutc the whole of the 
reYaluation to the sa1ne person \Yho 
would allocate the full amount of the 
purcha::;c 1no~w:v as appeared to him 
equitable. If you dc.,ire to make any 
ecnnnents in connection 'vith this 1natter, 
I slwll be glad if you will fayour me 
with the same at your earliest con-
YE'llienc"-'·'' 

The SECReTARY FOR RAILWAYS: Read the 
Prcn1icr's reply. 

Ho::-1. W. H. BARKES: I will road the 
Prer11icr's reply, and I hopo the Prernicr 
y;i 11 give rno son1P little Pxtension of tirnc. 

Tl1e PnwnrER: Tho Con1mittco has that 
power. 

IIo::-1. \Y. II. BAR"\ES : The Promim· 
re plied to iho _And! tor-General a~, fnllo\\··s:-

'·I have the honour to inform you 
that tht' officer. appointed to reya]ue 
the Chillagoe and Etheridge Hailways 
adopted an arbitr::try and unsound ba-,is 
for their calculations. By taking the 
original cost of construction, incurred 
at a tin1e \<~.·hen labour and material ·were 
obt ainablc at a n1ut h less rate tha.n ·at 
thn date of rcvaluatiotL and by \Yriting 
oif an unjustifiably high porcontago for 
depreciation, they arri\ ed at an f'stirnato 
qui to unwarranted b:: the circumstances. 

" It is admitted that, if the present 
da•.r cost of conf:truction \Vere t:1ken as 
a . basis, and the arnOLmt rC'quired to 
bring the oxi ~ting ra.ihvays up to 
Governn1eut standard vYere deducte·d. 
the difference would be greatly in excess 
of the suon dobitPd to th~ r, ilways by 
tho 1\·cusur~'. 

" The difference of £160.4ng 9s. lld. 
YOU refer to· i' accounte-d for bv the 
(;~till:tgoc R8 ih~'ay being reval u8d at 
£237,[.1.1 9._. 4d .. whPrcas, in 1915, the 
thf-'11 Co-rn:!.nit:sionPr, Mr. Evans, valued 
tho Chillagoe Raih,,av alone at £498.902, 
or £261,350 grc , t r than the revaluators 
estinw.tc. ~\cc-aunt should al~o be taken 
of the fact that, in the three years which 
elapsed between Conu11issioner Eva.ns's 
valuation, and the purchase of the line, 
the section of raih ay construction had 
ven· considerablv jnc_ ,·f'ased . 

".I consider th~ amount debited against 
the Chi1lag·oc and Ethcridgc Raih· ays 
is 11ot !treator th,"n their actual value 
to the ~tate. Not only were t.:1e rail-

purcha~ed <-'--t reasonable price, 
their OWD('r.:Jiip and rr·mtrol b-- the 

GovC'rmnont are essential to the progress 
and deyc]opmcnt of a very considerable 
area of ="'orth Queensland. 

"I have etc., 
"E. G. THEODORE." 

The PREs!TER: The .'\uditor-Gcneral's note 
imme.diately following 1s also pretty 
pertinent. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES : I want to be 
absolutely fair in reading what the Premier 
sa',, All the same I want to point out that 
as' a matter of fact, the State should have 
been out to make the best bargain possible 
and they certainly should not have appointed 

lion. W. 11. Barnes.l 
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valuers who said the property was worth 
so much and then practically haYe gone back 
on the valuers, and said to thP Cornrn;s
sioner for Railways, ''You must shoulder 
an additional amount of £160,000." No 
wondf'r that our railways do not pay under 
such conditions. 

The PRE)IJER : Do vou think that the 
va:uation now -debited' .against them is an 
unfair Yaluation? 

HoN. W. H. BARXES: think that 
haviug appointPd a certain gentleman~thc 
Prcrnior prubably knows him, I do not
i. \\as the' Premier's duty to stand by the 
revaluation, or, if he thought it was \Yrong, 
to call for a fresh valuation. 

The FuEmnl : I .•uggestcd that, but the 
Auc!Jtor-Gcneral d1d net accept it. 

HoN. W. II. BAR"'ES: What has hap
p.-n,,d '! \Ye find that the poor Railwa:: 
Dl~parbncnt, \Yhich certainly has in1provcd 
a litilP during the lEn:;t twclYe months as 
a rv,.,ult. of increasPd fares, etc., has been 
saclcllcd with an amount of £160,000. 

The PREl\liEH: It is a cheap railway. 

Hm;. W. _H. BARNES :_ T;me will prove 
whether 1t IS a cheap railway or not. At 
any rate, the "\nclitor-Gcneral very perti
nently draws attention to a condition of 
things which was extraordinarv. I want now 
to deal with the qw'stion of 'relief. I have 
alr-eady touched on this matter, but it should 
be recorded in the pagr·s of "Hansard" to 
sho\Y how this GoYcnunont. at: a result of 
their failur0 to govern, are dr:ving n1en and 
women to get relief. In 1918, the amount 
spent on relief ;yas £9.152. In 1919 the 
amount was £26,412, and Lst. year, up till 
30th J unc', the expenditure in this connection 
was £78.859. I would like to know what 
our position will be if we g·o or· at the same 
rate durin~ tho next six years? At the present 
rate rt will not take verv l(;lJO' before this 
G01·ermnent, as a result· of their attitud~ 
to\vards the nH~n ·who arc .serking ·work, \vill 
have to find pretty well half their reYenuf' 
in order to prm·idc food for the unemplovccl 
-not a Yl'rv bright pro<pect. This is one of 
those. factors \Yhich should cause the public 
to thmk. I want to read the criticisms of 
the Auditor-G,•neral on page 36 of his report 
in collnPction Yvith the ,,~ay in \vhich ~the 
Relief DE>partmcnt has bee'n administered. 
The Auditor-General says-

" The inspector who examined the books 
and accounts of this office, on 11th ~Jav, 
1920, reported a very unsatidactory state 
of affairs. The stock book and rations 
i, sue books had not boon posted for 
.several 1nonths: while discrepancies 
occurrt~d in :;:eyeral line's of stock-in some 
instances the differences being undulv 
large. " 

"The increa--ing nature of the ~tore's 
operations render it all the more neces
sary that the stock recmds should be 
kept ccccuratcly and up to date, also that 
stock> be frequentlv tested bv the officer 
in cbarge. · · 

"The report was referred to the Home 
Secretar:c 's Department for necessary 
nctwn on 15th .June, but so far this office 
has not been advised what has been done 
in tJ1e matter." 

The HmiE SEcRETARY: They are having a 
complete rcorganisn_tion. 

HoN. vV. H. BARNES: Not onlv do we 
find that relief, as a result of the, Govern-

[ Hon. TV. H. Barnes. 

ment's inability to control lhe affairs of the
State, has been gr<Jwing to an alarming 
extent, but we find that even the office itself 
up t·o a certain point, has been in a~ 
unsatisfactory position. 

The I-I mm SECHETARY : Did no officer steal 
money \Yhi1e you were Treasurer? 

HoN. \Y. H. BAR::\ES: Some officers did, 
but nothing like as many as have stolen 
since the hurL gentleman hrts had to do with 
the department. The A ud itm-GenNal d10ws 
that the earnings jll('l'Ca:3~'s for tho ten years' 
period from 1st July, 1910, to 30th -:June, 
1920, was 112.11 per cent., 1.1<.1 the expendi-
ture increased bv 205.70 cm1t. for the 
fino years' period from .July, 1915, to 
30th ,June, 1920. Tlw earninge increased by 
29.44 per cent., aml the expcnditnre by 80.02 
per cent. The roint I \Yifh particularly to· 
make is this: tLat apparer1t 1 '.' the (Jovern
meHt are unable in any dPpal'tnlent to so 
control affairs as to pnt them on anything 
liko what vou might call commercial lines. 

The Pn~~nEH: Are you sati>fied with the 
Estimates this year? 

HoN. \Y. H. BAR~ES: I shall have an 
oppm-tunity of expressing m:· opinion of the 
Estinrates '\YhPn we con1e to thern. 

The PRE)IIER : You do not seem to be 
criticising the finance~. 

Hox. \Y. H. BAR~ES: It must not be 
forgottt1 11 that. fare: L nJ freights, too, have 
been increas,c•.l. 1 poiuted ont a while ago 
how they bled the person who could not 
kick very n1uch. \\'h0rc pPoplc were sca,t
tenod they tried to bleed them, but where 
ynn get areas, thoro \Vas no 
attempt at freights, anrl no attempt 
at raising fares-not a bit of it. The 
GoYC'rnment \\ere afraid to do it.. The Loan 
Fnnd position js YC'l':V unSLl_ti--factory, and I 
'" ru:t to dra\"'." att0ntion to the ~h:tcn1ent 
rnadc b~, thP ~Cn\asurcr l;;_~t njs;bt, \1hcn 
sun1rnari~,in~ the position in connection with 
the Loan Fund. and I \'. <1nt to proH' that 
the lL)~ihon of t1lo Loan Fund is aC,_,olutely 
nnsa'tisfactory. ThP hon. grntlcman. on page 
14 of his St<1trmH1t, gaYo t1H'"C figures: He 
oaid the cash halancc on 1st .July, 1920, was 
£760.912, temporary loan from Bank of 
Englrwd, £1.000.000. ,\ltogdhe;·. the repay
ments to date amount to £150.000. and sale 
of dclwntures, £54.000. \Vhat is the nosi
tion' That. makes a toto! urn of £1 96(912. 
\Vn ha.-c heard a groat deal about the 
G OYC'rnrr10nt going to step in to exercise 
care: anc1 C'ant-ion, To-{by. th' figures pub
lished show that, for the fiYP months just 
ended, no le''·" than £1.900,000 has been spent 
on Loan Arcount . 

Tlw PHE'm·n : Do YOU think we ought to 
stop it? ~ 

I-lox. W. H. BAR~ES: I am not sug
gr'.ting an::-thing about thnt. The point I 
'Yant to make is this: Thrtt. ao a matter of 
fact. the Go.-ornment. unlPss thoY have 
r0cciYerl son10thing- during th0 Jast few days, 
hT\-o not tt brr;•s farthing. I say th~t v,hcn 
the Qoyernlnt'nt an' out to srtuarc things, 
those things should br- "qmucd. From this 
Statement it is certain that any moneys 
the Treasurer had on tlw 30th June. at the 
0nd of XoYember have all been exhausted. 
Look at th0 sbtemcnt which is made with 
re-gard to the Bank of England. Has a 
State ever been put into such a humiliating
position? 'Tho Treasurer says in his 
Statement-

" Whilst in London the Premier 
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arranged with the governor of the Bank 
of England for o, temporary loan of 
£1,000.000, to be avaJ!ablr~ to the Agent· 
Gf'll('ral in instahnonts, as rcqnirod from 
time to timo to meet the London 
payrnonts." 

The leader of the Opposition has already 
1·dcrreu to tlmi, but this is the point I 
...-,·vant to rr1ake. The Treasurer says-

" vYc sh"ll have to pay interest at the 
prevailing bank rate, which at present is 
7 ywr c(•nt., but only upon the amount 
of tho loan outstanding from day to day. 
If at anv time \YO are in a position 
to reduce' the loan, we shall only pay 
intorest upon the unpaid balance. 
Although the loan is repayable 1st July 
next, I am very hopeful that the bank 
may be prepared to allow each instal· 
mci1t to he treated a,s a loan for twelve 
mollths from thEJ date of the advance. 
\Yith this in view, the Trcao;ury bilb 
issued to the ba,nk as security are being 
made out for a t0rm of tv.-elve months 
from the dates of tho respective apnlica· 
tions for advance'; thus they "~ill bo 
nvailable as a sccuritv. if necessary. 
bcvonrl 1st ,Tu!::, 1921, ~vithout the need 
for the cre1ttion of now bill" with conse~ 
quent additional expense for stamp 
dut~v." 

Ont' can roaclilv understand the position 
v.·hich tl1e PrcrTI1er found 1limsc1f in in 
Eng-land, whf'n he had to go to the Bank of 
England, and ask them to put out so much 
fr·orn tirnc t.o tin1e. in ordrr to saYe the good 
name of the State. I am not blaming the 
Prcmirr for doing it, bc:ran>;'<: be 1vas put 
against a ;stiff problem. but I am blaming 
tht• Premll'l' to-dav because ho n]],n,~cd 
things to get into that condition which he 
'Could h,tve provc'1ted. You will remember 
that in the Auditor~Goneral's report for 
1918~1919 he sounded a "arning note, and 
said that it was time that we should stop 
and think, and soo wh11t we were coming to, 
but no notice was taken of that warning 
note. \Y c went on drifting, and hero we 
nro to-day in a position which p1aces us 
practica)h~ in the hands, it may be, of local 
people in ordE:r to give us money to carry 
on. unlc~s the Tre:1sure1~ or the Pren1ic1• has 
some statf'ment to make with regard to 
things that have occurred. 

The PRE:\ITER: Did you not borrow 
£1,000,000 from Fisher in 1917? 

Ho~. IV. H. BARNES: That is perfectly 
'Correct; but do not forgot that it was paid 
hack before it was due, and that we were 
in a position to lend South Australi>t and 
Victoria moneys which we had to spare, and 
"arn intNcst on them. That is tho position 
\Ye ,,·ere 111. The Treasury canr1ot deny it. 

The PRE'IfiER : You paid £40,000 interest 
Gll surplus funds that were unemployed. 

Hox. \Y, H. DAR="ES : The hon. gentle· 
man :;;ald 1ve nc0dcd w.oney at one time, and 
now he sa,·s we had it to waste. 

The PRic'lliER: You had surplus funds to 
\"lia.stc. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Those surplus 
funds were lent out from time to time as 
opportunit:,· offered. and the Treasurer knows 
it; but the fact remains that we safeguarded 
the intcre•,tc of the State. It mnst not be 
forgotten that the Loan Fund statement to 
which I have referrE'd is a statement which 
will cause every Queon,,landcr to think and 

wonder where we are going to drift to. 
The Treasurer, as far as \YO know, IS pro~ 
posing to raise a loan of £2,000,oqo. How 
far is that going to take us? It IS not. as 
i i \\T ha. cl a11v rm~orvc. VVo are spending 
at the rate ~f ncftrly £2,000,000 for five 
n1011th.~! and the Treasurer toll~ us it is 
going to last us for a year.. I \Vlll tell you 
,,·hat it i~ going to do. It 1s go1ng to carry 
on the Govcrn~m;nt for a few months. I 
can imagine that they will probabl:: be 
hurrvin<I into recess, so that they may got 
away f~'om the criticisms of the people, 
~nd the criticisms of their own supporters 
in P>trliament, as well as from ourselves. I 
said it \Yas no u c:c touching a sore, and 
whether the hon. gcntlem,an likr's it or not, 
hi• clear dutv as Premier is to face the 
cliffionlh· '" it' i,, and get at the cause of all 
the tro;;b]e and then then) 'Yill be pros~ 
pcritv in Q~ecnsland. \Vhat is the position 
\Yitb ·r0gn.rd to maturing loans 7 If I 1~en1en1-
lwr rightly, there is no reference m the 
Sbtb•n1Pnt to rnaturing loan~, hut if I an1 
'' rong the Treasurer -will bP ::1 b1(' to correct 
1nr. In 1922 we h'•YP £2.000,000, and in 
1924 another £13,000,000 maturing, 

The TRFAR1:TIER: ,'.ll built up by your 
GoYernrncnt? 

HoN. W. H. BAR"\ES: It does not matter 
who built thPm up. The fact remains that 
the loan indebtodnr,,;s of this great State 
has been added to by the present Gm·ern
ment at a greeter ratio than by ,an;: oth~r 
GoYernmcnt "~hich has held office m th1s 
State. W'r were told tha,t a firm grip was 
g,oing to be put on the fi_nances, but th!'re 
is no ftrm grip at all. It JS a case of dmng 
the best von "m while things "re as they 
arc, and trusting to luck. That is financing, 
as knr,:'.~n bv the ex~deputy leader of thP 
(}oYcr:nwent. As I Raid at the opening of 
my rem~rks, Queensland must be d0veloncd, 
aJ;.r'l thet is the line of Qucens]:·nd'~, safety. 
It is not going to be developed bv crying, 
"\Y·~nt of confidence." as this Gov0rnn10nt 
if) doing-. T ,~c>nture to ~ay t~n t tlF'rc . aro 
people outside ~yho would rcaddy como 1plo 
f'nC'cnsland an<l ~tart nHtnufa,ctnrcs :~nd othr~r 
thing, if thE''' fdt thoro was going to be 
,omc S.f'{'11ritv: bnt they kno'v i"hat there IS 
ro ~ocnritv.- :\ot th'at the Government, 
pc-rh:1n~, th0m"0lves would. not giv_P. so111P 

'rnritv. bnt thPy arc not 1n a nos1t1on to 
give it. brcnusP th<' pow0rs behind them 
\vill not allow them. There must he 
f'nrournQ'Cnlcnt jn the dc,-C'lop:ment of lttncl, 
Pnconragcm,ent of people to go on the land. 
!nstr:1d. 'Of .f!riving- th0m from it. Fron1 the 
,~.-av things t'lTC shaning-,. in thP vcrv not;r 
futu.rP, nnl(·"-~ an 1'dtcrnhon takes place In 
th0 f:-nv0rnmcnt of this countr~v. you an~ 
!!nine; tn h"Yo to noy people to koc-n thorn 
nn thr• lond, and if Ti' rlo not have the land 
r1PYPlonP!l. ~YP rrf' not going to do ,Yhat \Vf' 
ong-ht -to do in the intorcsts of this great 
State. 

Thr' hell iPrlic"tod that the hon. mcmhr'r', 
t1'l10 11<:lt1 C"':nirHl. 

Mr. M \CGB'EGOR (Jr, "tl11;r): I mow

hon. m0n1lwr for Buli-.,•h'l 
.-.n P""\:tf'n"ion of ti:·nc to fini.-;h 

Tho C'HATTDL\C\: I wnulrl likP to noipt 
o11t t:c~ the Crnnn1itte0 thnt St::-tnd.inc>· flt'dPr 
HJ7 \Yhlch dr>.~ls with th 0 t1mP 1in'"~it nf 
;·l~~~che;, 1nnkcs provision for an cxter;~~on ~f 
time in the House, but no such JWOVlSion IS 

Mr. Smith.1 
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m~.dc 1vith re pf'ct to Cornrnittce. It would 
•.ppoar that n1.1d-cr the Standing Ordors, Par
lia•ncnt considered it \Yas desirable in sorno 
i11: taJlC("" to gr}nt an extcn~ion of tirno in 
the Ilou -0, but did not mn k,• any provision 
for a simllar cxtcJhicn of tirne in Cotnmittcc. 
It is open question \Yhi•thc~r ~w--·h an 
,·xt: rt31on can 'T~Ycn. Ho\YeYf'l', there a.r2 
c·c.tsc., Oll rc(·/Jrr-1 of this b --ing done-·, and I 
t 1ke jf that the• Cornrnil:tcc f'hou1d gin~ an 

1l' 

on ihc ·rmttcr, ond I will therefo~:o 
the Committ<'D eo that it 

it is desirable t} 1t an 
be g-ra ntDd to the hon. 

C:Ut'otion is--- That tlH' hon. 
for ::vlil :ba b-: grantc-~d a.n cxb.:n-;ion 

f:ucst:on p:~t nncl passed. 

tiox. \1 . 1-I. IL-\Tl".>JF:S. I '''ant 
t~1" n1c;-nly•;· tho C.l:.1rnittre 

thank 
their 

cnnrtt :v, I not cncroneh YC'Tr rnncl1 
want to call a't1c.ttion 
n parr;jraph in tlF~ 

T ~)n tJwil' -::1- H'. 

T ~it do - n 
St t"',lf:,: LlJ.C1C b:
hc 

TrPasnrf'l\ in which 

•· T1E' idL- t dk-so fa· h~onabk ho-d.""y-
_1a-1- d<_'p1cts t.l:e in the fiell1 or 

1\hi'e hail-
:~~ n h '0 on t1w battle-

:-.lwald bt> {<:c: ..:'\\ ~, 1." 
1:-lc:··-, the 1)", be· n gu!lty of 

hatr,~d '? One 
to-d , .. ie the 

nnd here 
put' 

at a c-ritical 
be- juining hands 

rath0r th. n ht.•in;:,· rent asunder, \Vith a vie\'V 
upparc:1t1!'- 0£ fost"rlng in th, rninds ~lnd 
b_~_·r·u· t ~ of thQ .p'c scHuethinsr which is 
gc)ing to n111kn ~n fePl that tb-' y tnu~t get 
indlwr uncl further anut. Onr- d th,, 
rernPdi,_·.; ior tl1c cont:fi~ion . f-fairs in 

1.- nci n nd /\ 11:-;tralia is nc)t tD 
th hJ·r'aC~l br_ ·we,':l cmp~o~\ or allr1 Cn1-

ployce, but to keep them togeher and make 
ther' ft'cl tln:Lt tht, ha Ye things ln co·:tmon. 
It nw.y be cn··OPf'ration, by giving the en1-
ployc\( -~ participation in prof-it,;;; but any nwu 
wbo has tbe intcre"ts of Queensland at heart 
kno1 s thn t \Yt:' an' not gojng to hrolp Queen~
land b~, driving the people a.pnrt frmn each 
otber, as evidentlv tho Treasurer tried to do 
in that particular-paragraph. The paragraph 
i' ono ',;hich I feel sure that the Troaourer 
iu hi; ca1mer n1omcnts \Vill regret that he has 
put into the Statcm_cnt. 

The 'l'REASC:RER: It is quite true. 

llox. W. H. DAR.NES: In closing, I want, 
v.·ith my final worJs, to urr:e the Govern
!11C'nt to look at th.; positlon fron1 the brdndcst 
po~;iblc ::'tnndpoillt, and to n nH'n1hcr that, 
aft{'r all. it is not a quco.tion of "·hether the 
L·cbO'll' partv or any other party a.re in 

Surclv ""---' c·1n divest oursPhes fron1 
vie\Y. I<:: not the proper vlcv,r '\Yhich 
or A us should have as citizens and 

t ) (' -o ~ ll t' 

' oi shis great Stntc that ,,- should 
Luilc1 this p-rcnt Stat , not on , "·-

but on lines \Yhich will help the 
a.nd r<~tnove the di~I!cultie.3 \Yhid1 

the condit!m1s bntt0r 
poeterity in the eh: s 

~fr. BEBDINGTON (TJr:rptnn): I \Yould 
llk.:c' t.u SJ:V n, fpw \Yorcls un this 1natter. 
Queensland, IYithout cloubt, is tho n1ost 
remarkable countn- in the \\orld. \Ve have 
scarC(1 ly one inhabitant to the square n1i1c, 

[Mr. Smith. 

and we hav0 a rent roll of £1,258,01.5, and 
yet with sueh R vrst conntry we c.:nnot n1ake 
~1 liYiJ;g without borrov:ing. 

(Sittin[! suspended between 6 p.m. arrd 7 p.m.) 

'\fr. JJEBBINGT0::\1 (continuing): I claim 
to hove tnt>cllcd oYct· Qucom!anc\, and have 
<t wid .. r o£ it t~1an arl': 1nan in thi." 
Hou;;n. an-v nu1.:rl in Q-.cens-
land. la.u,iht --r. and di~qmt.) 
I l.:::no1v .;;mr.\. thing of the riches of Quoens

po'-'ition. 

\rhat lt- C'an prodncc. \Vo have a 
independent of Dlll' lrwds and 

· of £1,258,105, m-
sort of thin~. Yet 

JlC'Jplc <Yho arc ecttcrod oYer this 
n1a l::c a liYing withont 

Th·-'re is son1cthing srtdly 
p·1 rty u;;:cd to have a 

th_jll]~ eH'~ b-arnt it-to restrict 
·11olic~· no\. is to borro\v all 

tlu:v cc1 n, :-: nd spend all 
th'1t thPir friends \vilt 
c n1~d ("et through 

their. ·nd~ bcin_g 
·ne-::;. 1hat 1s 

{),~l of our prc 0nt financial 

Titc Tr:i·:ASFRL"R : Arc we spending too 
much? 

I.'fr. DEBTIT:-JUTON: -Ye·.;, the Governrnont 
too tnvch. and they are fpend

on 1\Tmlg principle.s. 

Th'' TRK\Sl'HER: In what wav arc we 
SlJ1·nding too rnuch? · 

JT1·. DEBBT~'\CTOI~: I p.av the Govern~ 
rr;cnt not gc tting value fo'r their moneyy 
aJld thc:l nrc p ~ylng for po1ltic~J scrvice:3 
in.)d:~uJ -uf for production. If ·we put this 
l1 'ln~·,· ir"!to rr:Y£1 nuc-pro--111ring tnvcstn1ents 
there ":mid br no eomplaint whatever. I 
v.-ou~d like to seo a roturu covering the last 
t•nJ ,·ear' of t~w investments of borrowed 
money. It proba.bly v:ould not return 1 per 
cent. 

The THEAsrn-r:-n: During the 1a5t fe1v years. 
W(~ hnv.___ Lorrov cd less than your Govern
lncnt borro·~ t-.d dnring their last terrn. 

1\Ir, BEBBTKCTO:'-J: Last year the Go
vernment spent £11,000,000 of revenue and 
ahout £'.00C,OOO of borrowed. money. I 
wonder how mnch of that £5,000,000 has been 
"\\·ell >:>I1ent and is revcnne-prodncing? I am 
f]Llit positive a lot of that money has been 
verv badly invested, and that is the rca.son 
for" the prcocnt financial po,,ition. The Go
,·crnincnt forget that our Btandard of living 
hae to be pr.id for. They have forgotten to 
pro-due' the wealth and pay for it. So far 
the·, have been living on borrm\ed money. 
and running into debt, and our standard of 
livinb has not been paid for. There m'ust 
rume a Jay of reckoning, and it is coming 
vcr_v fast. Let us go back to 9th September, 
1913. Even as iar back as that we could see 
th tt t11e ~0ciallst party were anxious to get 
into power, '-0 that they could have th<> 
Oi'!JOrtunity of taxing the producer, I will 
cp_wt __; frorn the prE'"ent Premier's 6pecch on 
page 1239, YcL cxv., 1913. He said-

·• In Oucen~land we have no land tax, 
and \\·o could easily /supplement our 
revenuf~ by jtnposing such a t.a;r, and 
thcreLv lessen the burden of mtcrest 
which c the general taxpayer has to pay, 
though a large number of thorn do not 
be no: 'it to a.ny extent by the expenditure 
of loan 1noney." 
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t-Icl·c: is proof that the socialist party have 
alwa ,~s ber;n willing to sacrilicc the pro~ 
dur·~~ in order to relieve the rich taxvayor. 
Iiow i<S it that the qncstions w,hich were ~Sub
mitted to the producers at the recent inquiry 
on dairy produce arfJ not mbmittccl to other 
busincs" n1c•n '? \Yhy v.-as the lJroclucor (i.Sked 
to ~ive tht- price of his land "\Yhen ~e 
bought it six ,; ears ago, a.nd ;,vhat it 1s 

\;-orth nuw? \Vhv arc not qncstio!lH 
put to businc~s rn;~n? TlH';'< nut do 1t. 
I-I , s t1··c p:'ic -iixcr 1.nade nny at~cn1pt to go 
into the ln ~incss rnan's honsc1 as he v·cnt 
into tho farmer's? I was down at Coobn
gntta b1 o or three weeks ago, and I found 
tha.t the conditions are \SUCh in New South 
\Ynl "!-\at th0 farrn<?rs living \vithin mile<S 
of ihe border on the Queensland side art) 
,.,nrtinfr their crcan1 into NP\~ South \Vales, 
tJecnn;~, it is worth 4cl. per lb. more to them 
there. ls that justice to O'lr producers? 
\Yhat are the~ Government going to do? ~\ 
fe-w T-ears ago J.\lr. Andre.v F'i~hcr said, "If 
\YC cannot get the j udgc~s to gi Ye us the 
;;erdict we want., we \vill find our O\Yl1 

jtH1gC''~. '' 

}fr. Kmw.m : \Vl!ere did he oa: tha.t? You 
cannot quote it. 

Mr. DKBBINGTO~: I have not the 
sli~htrst h·~- ltation in saying the price fixer 
and Pveryono else giYe cxartl_~- the Yerdic 0 
the Govcrrnnent ,,cant. Hon. gontlmncn 
knov; \vhat happened in connr~tion \vith thr" 
fiaYC'S Fertiliser C'on1pany. rrhey know what 
arraJJge;ncnts were rnade \Yith the manag:er. 
Thev know about the occurrences a.t electwn 
tin1E~, whrn the managrr used his car and 
everything else. The State Government, in 
the tSha.pc of the Stntc ProducE' AgencY, arc 
being allo·, ed 20 per cent. commiooion. I~. 
not that profitcoring? If there is profiteer~ 
ing in existence, arc not the Government 
guilty of it. A few years ago the present 
Go\·crnn1ent said \Ye had trusts a,nd con1binos, 
and they were alwa.y3 talking about w,hat 
they were going to do ,~hen they got on the 
{'lthcr ;;;iclc-how thry \Yerc g0i:rg to sluughtcr 
tho trusts and co:mb}ncs. Thcv have been in 
about 6ix vcars. I-:IaYe thc;r found one? 
(Go\·ernrnon't inti'r.iections.) ·,rho lYiini~ter 
says he saw one. vVhat did he do '"hen ho 
saw it? He kevt the address to himself. 
It cloc>s not do for his party to interfere 
with the trusts and combines, becauPe thC'y 
haYe too much interest in them·. I contend 
that there ehoulcl be an inquiry into the 
charging of 20 per cent. commission by tho 
State Produce Agency. 'They hcwe no right 
to charge 20 per cent. for handling the stuff, 
m1cl 10 per cent. should be rdurnecl to the 
fa.rnlC'r. The highest commission that has 
ever bc~n paid foi· hr1ndling produce \",7 as 
paid by the company I v, as represented in. 
\Ye agreed with that, bcc<1use it was not 
only cornrni6sion but pa "",Tment for serYice6 
rendered. That company handled the whole 
of tLe stuff, cased it, sent it a•vay, and were 
responsible for all doLts, at a charge of 
7 ~ per cent. Yet vvo ha Ye a Government 
agcnCJ taking 20 per cent. for handling 
Hufi for the fa.rrners-not on the f~u·~ners' 
b.,half. but ~old to the farmers. I am told 
that if an inquiry wore held, and the same 
qnc~tions were subn1itted as the farmers ha.d 
submitt~,cl to them the other day, it would be 
found that the fertiliser could be produced 
for £2 instead of £4 per ton. Following on 
the present Premier's anxiety in 1913 to 
bring in a land tax, wfl will see how taxa
tion has been increased~ It will not be a 
cause for wonder that the cost of living has 

g"one up 1vhen it i sr~n ho\V th8 taxation has 
1Jecn inct·ca.5ed. In 1914, before these gcntle
mC'n took ov(·~· the reins of goYcrrnnent, 
the inccnnc tax: \Yas £472,910, stamp duty 
£295.470, totalisator £27,003, and Iicenseo 
£?2.407. here is an ob<<·ct-lh'•'>n. In 1920 
the" actt~::d receipi:3, ucc~rding to the Trea 
surc.~.·'s __ tnt"rnr•nt, arc, incorne tax £2,023,316. 
Compare that with £472,918. 'fhcn we c0me 
to Uw ln.nd hx. In 1914 there was no land 
ta.x, but last year the receipts fron1 that 
e:Jurec• amDuntcd to £459,18~. 

'l'hc 'l'REASnum: \Yhc:ro was th et £578,000 
collected'! 

Jli!r. BEDBIXGTON: I will tell 0 ou before 
I ha I'O finished. Stamp duty produced last 
year £698.382, t<J'ali2ator t<tx £5J,791, 
licenses £06,068, or a total taxation of 
£3,323,745, an increase of £2,435,947. With 
an increase like that-2 can you wonder that 
the cost of li\·ing has gone up? Hon. mem
bers admit that the whole of the taxation 
m nst be p lac.od on the consumer ; they 
admitted that the other clay. Down South 
re< m'i:~ a judge discovered that the busi
ness n1an put his taxation on to the goods 
he ells. vVhat a. wonderful thing for a 
lr'arnccl judge to discover! Any Chinaman's 
son could toll you that; a labol!ror's child 
'Juld tell you that. That is enough to shake 
cur confidence in judges and a good many 
other karnc.d men. Let us get to something 
practical. Lot us get men who have to earn 
their living and know what the cost of a 
n1eal is, and \vhat it moans sometin1cs to 
go without it. 

:\" ow, take land tax. I have already 
referred to " Hansard" in which the 
Premier advocated a land tax to get at the 
ric'l hnclholder. In 1915 he said that they 
only wanted £150,000. He introclucPcl his 
land Lt x vcrc7 nice' J v ; but I for one told 
hi _l thnt he "il s i mr1osing a tax that \\'onlrl 
bring in anotl1er £300,000. Tho very mild 
land tax, comparatively, brought in in that 
vcar £247.044; in 1917, £362,532; in 1918, 
£344,547; ·and in 1919-a.nd here are the 
fi~ures which I gave the other night and 
"~!,ich tl18 Minister said were incorrect
£578,253; and in 1920, £459,186, or .1 t-otal 
clas• taxation from people who own land in 
five years of £1,991,562. Suppose that they 
take up the position that business. men do 
pav part of it-suppose we say, wh10h would 
not be true, that they paid it all-on their 
mvn showing that would bo a cause of the 
high cost of living, bot·auso it stands to 
reason that businc's men must pay the land 
tax by adding it to the cost o! the goods 
thev sell. If yDu are going to mfhct a tax 
of £10,000 or £20,000 on a big business m.an 
in the V<tlley, for instance, tue fact rcmam,; 
that \e must put it Dn to the goods he sells. 
'\Yhat is the good of running away from the 
position and trying to pacify people by 
making them believe that you are only tax
ing· rich people? These taxes ~a.ve co.me 
back to the worker, who to~day 1S carrymg 
£L9~l.E62 of land tllx on his fnodctuffs 
and other goods. 'The people who buy the 
~oods have to pav it all, t•xcept what the 
farn1crs pay, who~ cannot pass it on.. They 
are the only ones who cannot pass 1t on. 

The PRE}!IER: \Vho pay the Tates? 

::\fr. BEBBINGTON: The householder, of 
course, pay·; the rates. (Laughter.) 

The PRE)HER: Why do yoct not give him 
a vote? 

jJ{ r. B ebbington. J 
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Mr. BEBBINGTON: H~ has a vote; 
nothing can prevent his getting it. I want 
to point out one re~ult of that taxation
namely, that houses to-day are being removed 
from the country into Brisbane. Two mem
bers of country electorates have come to 
Brisbane, and· have been shown houses here 
that were removed from their electorates. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Who are they? 

Mr. BEDBINGTON: The houses were 
removed because the taxation on the land 
was so heavy, and the houses were practi
cal!:-· worthless. The land is going out of 
cultivation, and the houses are being 
broug:1t to Brisbane. Those houses came 
from two of the richest provinces in Queens
laud-the Lockyer and the Cunningham. 

Now, we coma to tho increased railway 
freights. In 1914 the income from the rail
ways was £3,675,562; in 1920, £4,936,496-an 
increase of £1,260,934. The fares and freights 
haYo gone up. ()ll bc~:~f there 'Y{:t'C thre-e 
rises, and on dairy prodqce one rise of 42 
per cent. on one line. Can you wonder that 
the cost of living has gone up? What sort 
of rPcklP""S government-reckless expcndi
tu r-p-is this? 

In 1914 the receipts from land revenue 
totalled £943,135. In 1920 the revenue was 
£1,258,015, an increase- of £314,808. How 
was that increase made up? Partly by 
increased royalties on timber, which increased 
the cost of a worker's house. Those royalties 
ro.so from 2s. or 3s. per lOO feet to about 
16s. or 17s.. Can vou wonder that timber 
is dear when the timber merchant has to 
pay nearly £1 at the stump for what he 
used to get for 2s. 6d. ? CarL you wonder 
that the cost of building has gone up three 
times over? ·what is the result? The result 
is that a worker who had £600 or £700 in 
the Saving-s Bank five yo.:us ago finds that 
his savings arc not worth half what they 
wore when this Government came into 
power. I defy the Minister to say differ
ently. I defy him to ,ay that a worker's 
balance in the Savings Bank to-day is worth 
half w~at it was when his Governrncnt came 
into pm:ver. I know a man who intended 
tn build a homQ. He had £500. I met him 
the oth0r day, and he told me that ho had 
not built it, and that ho would want £1,200 
to build the samo house now. What is the 
reason foJ' this reduced value of the 
soYoreign? Borrowing; credit gone down, 
with the r~;sult that the purchasing power 
of the poLmd has gone to 13s. or loss, with 
taxation added to it! 

Then thoro is the annual interc<,t that has 
to be pai-d. According to the Treasurer's 
own shcm-ing, the annual interest will be 
nearly £3,000,000. I have the figures some
wheT'\ but I cannot put my hand on them 
just at the moment. 

The TREASURER: That is the most accurate 
guese you have made to-night. (Laughter.) 

1\lr. BEBBINGTON: I have not ma-de 
nny gun~:-> before; I have given facts. (Hear, 
hear!) That is the only guos., I h"ve made, 
and the Treasurer admits that I have come 
very near it. The amount required for 
interest on tho public c;ebt in 1915 was 
£2 044,294. This year the ;I'rea,urer wants 
£2,978.644. Are we doing the right thing 
i'l handing down such R mortgage to young 
Queenolanders? It is all ver:y well for poli
ticians who ran borrow this mone:y and with 

[Mr. Bcbb7'n.qton. 

their friends have a good spree and carry 
on for some years, but 1t is the young 
Quecnslanders who "ill have to carry the 
debt. They must remember that the interest 
for renov. als is going to be considerably 
higher than on the original loans, and that 
this Government will hand down an annual 
interest Bill of between £3,000,000 and 
£4,000,000 to young Queenslanders. What 
would they think of a farmer who mortgaged 
his farm right up to the hilt and had a good 
spree year after year and then left it to his 
oons to pay for'! That is e:xactly what is 

going on now. The Government 
[7.30 p.m.] are having a good spree. They 

can carry on for a year or two ; 
but the reckoning day is coming, and I 
,,-ant our ·:oung people to remember that 
that £3,500,000 will have to come out of 
-ir;dusiTy before wage-;; are })aid, just as the 
farmer ,,-ho mortgages his farm has to pay 
hi. intorc't before he can live. Those are 
factc. The Premier knows very well that all 
these things are a charge on industry. What 
is the reason for all this uncertainty? ·what 
i.s LP reason for the present deplorable state 
of affairs'! It can be summed up in one 
v. orJ-- -the Labour-Socialist platform. 

The PrtEThiiER : That is not one word. 

:\Ir. DEBDTNGTOK: If ,-ou want it in 
one \Vord, I will give jt to~ you-socialis1n. 
(Laughh•r.) That is the rea-on why the 
Pren1ier could not borro\v mon('v in London. 
rrhe monc~·-lc-nders turntHl up tl;f~ir platform 
and sa\v that the,- wished to bring about a 
co-op,"ratiye cornillonYH'alth and abo~ition ?f 
the priYate owneJ"·hip of property. Thcv -cl.ld 
b him. "You ask us to lend you £9,000,000, 
"1Jd yet the platform behind _your ba.ck is the 
abolition of private ownership." No wonder 
thcv want to have a voice in tho legislation 
ef "Qm•emland. h there a'JY wonder that 
the,- wanted an understanding from the 
l'n;mier that he was not going to bring in 
th''''o planks of their platform and confisca
tion. Thnc is onlv one remedy for all this
that is the polic~- "the Countr part;\ whieh 
is an Australian Labour policy of production. 

G 0 \"EH~}IEXT MEJ.IBEHS : Destruction. 

Mr. BEDDINGTON: It is not a policy of 
destruction. There is a policy of production 
and there is a socialistic policy of destruc
tion, and that policy of destruction has 
brought us to the position we are in to-day. 
Our policy aims at dividing the results of 
th"ir labour with the workers. Too long 
has the indushial worker had to divide the 
rosulb of his labour \vith those parasites ,vho 
\vill not W{)l'k. \Ye arc going to put an end 
to that kind of thine. If vou want the 
1aLourf'r to take his Prop£'r i)lace and got 
what hP enrn~, 11ut this party over there. 
(Govprnrnent laughter.) I have not the 
slightest he~itntion in saying that in a ,-o~·_v 
short ti;JJC the workers of Queemland wtll 
rl.e1na.nd th~1t policJ. The~~ w1Jl ~cc that 
there is J'othing in ;eJcialism. If you trace 
soclalisrn right to the very bottorn 1 wl1at 
ha YC YOU got '? 

The 'l'REASTTRER: Socialism, (Laughter.) 

Mr. BEBBIXGTO:--.J: Yes, and that is all. 
One of his own SU\,porters has admitted that 
if ,-ou followed it vnt to the end you would 
have a nation \Yhose richest citiz<'n only 
owned the clothes he stood up in. Is that 
a good ideal to work for? Our policy means 
giving to the worker the full results of h!s 
l11bonr, and we want the worker to own h1s 
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m' :1 factory. \Ye ant him to own the 
m('ans of proclnction. \Vc lwlieve he has 
a right to it. \\'e believe he has that spirit 
in him to-d:t} which is cr'ating a desire to 
get a W{l. fro1n \Yhat our friends opposite ca.ll 
tho '· IY<-Jgc ~hYe." VVhcn our party gets 
into powc1· we will assist him to reali,e that 
ideal. a"i··t him +o own his own factories 
HJ that lH' nw y get the; full :n_ -;ults of hi:5 
labnnl'. \Ye belien? it is pos"iblo for oycry 
Vi'Glkor in Auf,tralia becoino a. ma~Jufac-
tu r(;l', but hfm. on the othc•r si do 
oif0r hin1 hjs and a tooth brush. 
\Vftich \i·ill the~ w0rkor take? Is it a11v 
''·m:'>r tlwt the Labour party eanlB bacir 
here \Yith a miuoritv Df 20.000': The "'orker 
will :-peak with a g1~(~at Yoicc next time, and 
they · il1 f1a 7 \L: a.ro going to boxo an 
Austntlinn Labour polic0 ; we will have no 
rnon' of the foreign Labour polic.:}. The 
or]alif't Labour polic~7 to-dn.v is a foreign 

polic;/. Som<'thiug liko 46Jl00 Australian 
lad have laicl do-wn their li\C3 for an ~h.us
tralian policy. Thl''· purcha ·cd it with their 
blood. n ncl thP)" wi i! get it. 
* Mr. ELPHINSTO:\R (Oxl~.y): I have read 
with considcrabl(' interf>st the FinaHcia! Statc
nlcnt a~ rlr( P:ntccl last night bv thP Troa
~urcr, and I C'ongratulatr: '--'the hon n·entlo
rnan on the dcY;lopment of hi::1 f<1~uiti;s as a. 
ficbor1 "'\Titl'l', llccau.:r:', as g story, his State
Incnt reads cxcc'llently, but as a solace to 
the }pJ.JJ[T~\- busi11c.., 1nan or ta.xpa:-i r. "'\·,ho 
:is L)()kiug; for :o;on1e n'lief fron1 the onerous 
conditions undt~r \Yhich he is L, bouring at 
th' present rrwnwnt, then it is a bitter pill 
of di•·lppoiutmont. Thoro is ono phrase 
that I pul'pose rcf0rrlng to as illustrating 
my point. und it is to be found in the seccnCl 
pnragraph on page 4. It roach as follows:-

" I-ImY,'Ycr. with good seasons the 
r .. r;on~l'~T in Queens1and is rapid, and we 
can. pcrhnp;:;, dcriYo sornc consolation 
frmn the fa.ct that Provjdonce has con1-
n1ittc-d to our care a heritage '"ho2e 
poh,ntialitic;;;, d( "pitc the rnurncntar_Y 
gloom orcasioncd by passing clout-l~! muc:t 
c•c·entuall:v reflect in the prosperit: of its 
eitin•ns ih ov;,-n superb aud illimitable 
pco;sibi li ti e:3." 

A great effort. It is comforting to think tl1at 
thQ Treasurer is beginning to look for relief 
from the trouble we are suffering at the pre· 
sent ruomcnt, to Queensland's good sea -~ons 
rather than to Queensland's Labour Govern· 
mcnt. \Ye ha Ye ah\ ays argued that that is 
correct. that if we did r<J!~· on the seasons 
and look for relief in that direction we should 
got far better ro"ults than we have obtained 
from Quo<'nsland's Labour Government. Th0 
hon. gentleman sa.v'1 "Providence has con1-
n1ittPd to onr carC a heritage." I wonder 
if he moans b:v. that heritage fhe heritage the 
Labour party 1s passing dO\Yn to posterity in 
Qucenslnnd t?-day, a heritage o£ rnisrnanage
nwnt; a. hcntage of misgovernment, and to 
place the blame for that on Providence is 
most unkind to say the least of it. The hon. 
gentleman talks about " The momentary 
gJomn occasioned b~,' passing clouds." I onl~~ 
wish the gloom were momentary, and again 
I sa~· instead of attributing it to passing 
clouds, it could be more fai rl:v attributed to 
the financial ineptitude of the tabour Goyern· 
ment at the present moment. In this cxtrava. 
gant forrn of language the Treasurer triB'~ 
to find some kind of solaco and excuse for 
the position in vchich Queensland finds itself 
to·day. Fmther, it is comforting to know 
that the Treasurer finds some cause for 
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r-on~;ratnlation on the position 111 '·which 
Qucen~land finds hcr,,:,]f to-day. but, as a 
n1a!l who iA a ::.;tud' nt of the situation, 
lrb 11 I rorucrnbcr Quccn:::;land's credit 
is dc'3tro,vcd, ihat unemployment is rarnpa.nt 
in our midst. retrenchment has been put 

operation, taxation is so great that 
daJ'c n~t it, and thut tho railvt ays 

the-ir _;_,JUn;.gPnl',~nt lraYc lost an aY-er
ago of £1,000.000 per aunum: I fail to sec 

hat eau "c fen· congratulation vYe can find in 
this state of affairs. I must admit that the 
Tr0asnn'r, in conunon v .ith hifl eel leagues. can 
find cau:::c for congratu]atlon, because they 
arc tht; onl.Y ll1Cinbc:rs of the cnrr1munity \Vhich 
are better off to-day than they were fiye years 
ago, but so far as (Jucenslancl herself is 

J thiuk there is no cause for 
IYhat,,oeYer. I ha Ye ahya~, s 

the tmo <'Yidence of QueemlarHl's 
pn ___ pcrity is to bo found in the dissection of 
the· ftgures ""~'hi eh arc prc- entcd to us Qach 
veur b~", the I-lon1c Se-ere tarv, beet use thero 
~·ou so<> the n;sults of the d!dro's caused by 
uncmnloynwnt allfl all thos 0 othet• social dis
order~ \\:hich ,,,·c a natural corollarv of bad 
gon!rnmcllt, and it is significant th~t where, 
I aot ,Yt';u, £41,008 was paid in rdicJ, they 
are nwking provision for an cxp0nditure of 
£77.(, A) during tho current year, clr:J,::ly 

thut the. arc anticip:1ting that we 
to lni'O ::;orncthing like 100 per 

rtl"•rc rcl1l'f rH>r·ded in Quecn~la11d this 
n:cr than IYllS thr: case last vcar. \Ye IJ:lSS 

~m to the qnection of Stat' children, and 
IYC' H'0 tlH' an1c1unt in this ronnccf<)D is to 
be i.tH'r0~1.'Cd fron1 £167.000 to £21~,000, so 
;,, r of all th· optimis,l, in spite of all 
thP honf'~ 1\"ith ·which the Treasurer 
SUJT.:J~1nds his ·Financial Statement. \VC see him 
111aking q'l'cater provision for tha'se who are 
the i n . .ir \uffcrcrs fron1 financial n1jsn1anage
n1cnt. I mn going to pass on and just call 
attention to tlw statement' of :Ministers dur· 
ing the rcc~nt election, and the St\bdued and 
ternper<.ltc actions forc,..;hadowed in tho Finan
cial Statement which the Treasurer put before 
m nAerda.v. \Ye had the Premier. during 
elc~t 'on til;1(', touring th0 country, dis
appointed in his aeroplant' stunt. but touring 
the country by other means and sprc ading 
poison and vPnom in every po'.siblc direction, 
ti.ncl tp]]inf!; thu peoplo he was going" to seize 
diYidPnds, he was going to force loans, he 
WRS going to raise taxc1tion a.nd make tho 
people who represented the class that he 
s;n c; d"rrd to interfere with his London 
l:nlssion squeal and suffer. 

While that was being done the Nationalists 
and :Farn1ers' repre6cntabves righti."~,~ argued 
that Queensland's reputation had been 
temporarily sacrificed on the altar of ropudia. 
tion. Say \vhat you like, the position in 
which we find onrseh·os to.dav i•, solely 
attributable to that particular l)hase of our 
legislation which has. unfortunately, made 
its appearance quite recently in this State. 
That is evident from the Treaeurer's own 
statement. because he says that in December 
last when the Labour Governm<'nt circulated 
invitatiom for a l0an of £2.000,000 there 
were over £4,000,000 offered. which is an 
amount 100 per cent. greater than was 
required. and he draws a comparison betwe'"n 
that state of affairs and what we found srx 
month'" later "hen it "as impossible for the 
Premier to float anv loan whatever. It is 
riiTht and proper t'hat wo should at this 
st~ge examine the situation and cut out once 
and for a!J the ridiculous excuses which have 

Mr. Elphinston~.J 
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1-.l"ocn adYancod to explain that failure, and 
put in " liansard" thG true reasons ·which 
uut;;;cd the, di~astcr. The Pren1icr knows 
that election tiJno it is necessary for hirn 
fU d collcdgw s to have sonrc kind of a 

v,chich they c~n placard on the 
·with ·which they can appeal to the 

of the people. They must catch 
litrle conJbination of v.ords 

ct11 1".::ul to the :-.cntin1ents and 
c tlo!·icns -of their follcv,-, C'l'3, and 1,\ hi eh 1vill 
preve11t the cJC'ctol'S frum shKlyino· the real 
ccononric situation. And the Ono o catch cry 
"~hich invented for this purpose at the 
le.st was the delcgatio:1 \Yhich -\as 

to England. The Prenlit:r cunc:::!iYcll 
of ntislcndiug the pCO})lo a11d rnak

bf'lie\~c that t1u-:ir d1 ·tinie6 \Y, ro 
financial cornl1inations 111 
\Y~ls un 0rror tho efft•ct of 

ill l ~~~ fo~' !nany ~Y"~·n·~. It would 
far IJetLcT aucl \Yuuld hhYC led to 

rnutent being mor0 }Jighly thou::;ht 
L ·1 admitted the real reason for 

Hou_t a loan, nnd endrT\'ourcd 
· order. I propose to 

for 191 8. page 751. 
tical, but 'ti1l I 

,-.,~nnt l 1nado in the 
on the land tiou Act, \vhich 
outlined the re~ oons for tl1e fin:lllcinl 
\Yhich oYcrto.:ok Qtlf'enslancl ROn1e six 

n go. These are the l'Clnarks I 111a.de 
on that occasion-

" The second feature-ono \Yhich I 
::~till ~t1111rcss. upo-l_ tJ;is !~ousc_-_is 
l_os~;b!)7 • bPing oL _ii;nglH3.n ong111 

<rtd pm·;,_l ~Jl~~ being the vouncrc.,t nowchum 
ln this l-Ionse, and ~\-hcnn in ErFrland 
haYiug bctn a320('iatcd Yf'rv clo::-.,,h·

0

with 
finrrnci~l circles, I aru qu21fified to L speak 
upon 1t. I do cont"nd that if this 
n:c, ::;ure beeonH:·:J. lav;,~ it will have thf~ 
n<nst s;crious effect on tho confJdcnce and 
f>ti;h nf lhe British investor in Queens~ 
la"d cccunbes .. I .<t:PoS that point, 
bcr·ausp the tnnt' <'oming \-Yhen \VC 
l1avc to besccch-almo~t-a. rcnev,-al of 
those loan~ I' h~ch are fnlling duo. _._t\t 
th0 prcsnnt nlonHmt \',~c- arP financing the 
Stat~? through the Com1nonvvcalth, so that 
it is tho Comn1urnn-alth''· reputation 
"~hirh is at f'L' lc0. and not that of Qucens
bnd, lmt the time is coming when 
Qucc,nsland must stand on its O\i,n feet, 
and nll tboso questions \Vhich aro being 
(l.J;;:cd bv ftno.ncial nancrs at horne will 
h--.; up ·against us .._,j,J;d. our credit. I 
propose just. to read an extract from tho 
'C.atuicr' of 1st July. '.vhich repeats an 
extract from the ' London Times'-

The 'London Timn' in a fmancial 
connnont on the .A ng1o- ... .1..~u;:;tralialJ bank
ing financial resolution, consider~ it 
alrhost incredible that Queensland 
sho.uld proceed to such a proposal, 
"~Inch would dc"trov the faith of 
British investors in "Queensland and 
Australia generally. 

" Mr. \Vhitford: Lord Northcliffe. 

"Jlilr. ELPHIXSTONE: It does not matter 
whether it is Lord 1\orthcliffc or an"
body else' That is a verv imnorhnt. 
IHtpPr whose f1nanc:ial critici~rn i~ 'valued 
ut bon1~. and if the impression gets 
abroad that Queensland is likelv to 
rcpucbato or does repudiate its oblirra
tions it will most certainly have a m';',st 
serious effect on our credit on the mono.",~ 

[Mr. Elphinstone. 

market at home. This i6 a point on 
which suftlcicnt stre~.s has not been laid, 
and I contend that if rnornber~ opposite 
lwrl a little more cxpcricnco, especially 
of 1noncv HI.ttters and the financial 

"the7 \\<Juld appreciate this 
<Jncl Ltkc .PY€l'V care to sec that the 

'"·edit of Quecnc,lancl \Yas not imperilled. 

'' JVIr. BrPnnan: You do not think of 
the lands he'd by the rich." 

That thP t!sunl kind of 
from Uw hon. n1e1nber for 
r,ycnt on to :- _ty-

" It d~0s not 1natLer j£ the \Yhole 
count,ry "ircrc h0~d bv tho rich. That 

justif~T ns ill repudiatincr our 
vYhen hon. members h';,Yc a 

arc! real iso tho 
of fmnnci d obligations they 

2,pprc(';:tte fullv the argu1nent I a1n 
no\.Y ad\Tancing." u 

ThQt is the lH~·un1cnt \Yhich I adYanccd two 
'-'{ :trs ago, nncl I think that eycry hon. n1CD1-
ilt?r "~· bo ~tudles this n1nttl'l' dispassionately 
Jnust rl~J;rcc that that is aLsolutcl~T and solely 

rork urwn which Qncrnsland's credit has 
~y1lit. The fact that hon. 1ncmbcrs st>?k 

t.o UJ~; tho b\anw 1n :-:o1r.c other diro,·tion is 
nn1~T the further c-Yidencc of their incaptlcity. 
The ho.n. n :rn1JC~r for Too·~~oo1nba is becon1-
irg r>:; {n l~t 'nt in his interjf:<:>tions as he is 
· hi' to the Prcc"' of his charitable 

I would ~uggest to hin1 that 
should dc-;ist fro:n those intcrjec:tjons. I 

-would a~·l: this qnc.stion: \Vh,v i:-, it that 
opposite haY<' chan~·cd their attitude 

~ts to an attitude of hmnblP appeal? 
Is rCTH ntance, or is it fear? I do not 
think th~t hon. members oppoeite "ro capable 
or any kind of rencntancc I think it, 16 
fe11' that hns c:tu.scd them to chang·e their 
rcttitudc. They can sec the sign of their 
downfoll \Hittcn on the \ndl. and thev are 
rwoba1;l~T con 1ling thelns:._]Ycs \Yith thO. fact 
that by {_ha,sing in their horns they may 
J'.LC ~'_,]bl.v grt ~omc kind of 8n cxtf~nsion of 
tht:ir oc~·upation of the Trca-sur~~~ l1cnchPs. I 
\Yn>tt to refer to this failure of their attempt 
.'1t 1oan flot.ation in London frorn fl. different 
point of view from that taken by those who 
havP di·cussNl the qu~o,tion. It. may not be 
an altogether unmixed blessing" that the 
Pr0n1icr \Y/lS not 'Successful on the London 
market. 

I have alr-c·adv dealt \vith the cauee of the 
failure, and irl a few brief worr1s I am 
going to deal with the effect. If £9.000.000 
had been borrowed in London for the pur
pose>s which tbc Premier and his pnrt.v had 
in mind, it would simply haye mc:n.t that 
·it \nmld hav.p imposed a fnrtlwr burden on 
the taxpa,~ers of , ornothing like £600,00() 
per -tnnum. That £9.000,000 would have 
be-en invested or spent in unproductiYc chan
nels; it would ha Ye bcPn spPnt, some 
£3,000,000 of it, in building a State iron 
and .steel works, and another £3.000.000 
would ha,·e been spent on a railwa:~ to the 
'Cpper Burnett district, both of which would 
haYc been unproductive for many years. I 
contend. therefore, that the expenditure of 
£9,000,000 in the directions indicated would 
have imposed a burden upon taxpayers of at 
lenst anothe•' £600.000 per annum. Another 
point I \Yant to make is this, that one of the 
main causes for the high cost of living in 
Queensland to~day is the largo expenditure of 
loan moneys in unproductive directions. If 
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:-rou ~pcnd rnoncy in dit·ections which ciroulate 
l!:u_~l·y \\'ithout Cl'eating pr:Hlnctio~, _or the 

proportion of p1·orluctimt) it nhtur 
tbltt tlJC'l'C 1s 1norc 

~1d l production on 
tncr~:fore, the effect i's an increase 

tho: cost o£ liYing. I contend that, had 
( :o' f'J'llU!c~r::.t slK -·u:detl in rais1r.g- theii' 

COO,OOO. would simply ncant a 
of in u-.l~n·o-

of this 
vYou]d hayo re HHccl in 

un of liYing, bccuu.o._, 
as jt:c: eo roll Rl'Y, the 

r ' d proUt;ction. 
J conte!nd e1f-1 thnt 1t is not 

e in big ]oan '-:xpendi
l ron1c-nt in the building 
of 1 his dcser1ption, par

IH.v reasons 
fir. plarc, tnono;,

:1.Luc_t J..,. .. -icc ~ n1uch in intcre"'t 
do. Further than tha.t, lnDne:· 

('XJlC'll(:Iturc·- of th::-_t natun' 
it usr~d to go. 

at thr' rn·e;e~lt 
r;;on;_er!t i.. ebb, and, therefore, 
1 contend, from all thcso points of 
view, it is undc:jr~tble for the Stato Govern
nlC 1t to embark on a big expe11diture. I 
IYill deal at the latter end of n1y Sp(;cch "\vith 
the ,,, to what I 11\ean when I state 
that labour value is at its lowest ebb. 

Pa:"_oing on, I just "\ ~J..nt to rcnr:-:rk that. 
in my j ud.~_rrncrn, this has been 
forc;{_•J i1:to a true concept:ion of dut:v-
that is to g-oycrn, anJ not to trade-.a11d I 
contend that b~ being forced to got out of 
th(: den lonment of the St:.,.tc cutcrprises. 
a3 n1n t b0 clone by the curtalhncnt nf loan 
c"'-:pcnditurc, it is going to lr.lxe tho door 
opPn to p::ivatP entcrnr1~e. v;:hich ij the 
right nf developing Qu{-'en·,l~ nd. In 
5Upport rny argurnents, I w 1nt to read 
t-he wnrds of Lo1·d l\Iacau1av which he 
ut:,:>n~cl half cm.tur~· aQ:o, which .seen1s 
T _; llJC'- to pnrti::ula:dy apt and applicable 
to our State' affairs. 

COLLI:-<S : Was not that in a leading 
in th· '· Bridmne Courier" 'l 

Mr. ELPIII;\"STOXE : It was, and if 
tl1C~ hon. gcntlernan were to study the 
"(__;ourier" a Jittle more than he dot!S, and 
abu~1dcn the '"Standard" and tho 
"\'Vorkcr." probabl:v- hi') mind would ·expand. 
This i'" what Lord Macaula.) said, as quoted 
111 tl, "13risbano Courier.') 

"l'vlorc i 11an half a century ago, 
lvL,~aulay, referring to certain sugges
tions b•: Mr. Southnv for Gov•rnment 
.intcrfer~lJO) said: ''It i", not by the 
i:1tcrnt::.'cldling- of the omniscient and 
omnipotent State but by the prudenC'0' 
and Qn" rg~' c.f tho people that th0 nation 
has hitherto bt·Pn urricd for"'< ard in 
C'ivili-aticn; and it is to the san-v~ nru 
dcncc .111fl the san1e energy ~hat 're iHnv 
look 1,Yith comfort and good hope. Our 
rnlc'rs will best pro1note the irnproY-:?
lncnt of tlw nation by strictly confi11ing 
thf';nseh-C"s tu their O\vn legiti1n:1to duti(•s, 
by leaving rtpital to find its own lucra
tlYe cour~f' cm11moditics their fair 1wic. 
indu .. ,try rmd intclligenco tl•f'ir natur::tl 
rc\\;_-trd, b:r defending propt'J't.\T, and h:v 
o1Jser·~-ing strict economy in every rlepa~:t
Inent of State.'' 

Macaulay must have had in his mind the 

ad \-0ut of Labour GoYernrnent in Quer>ns-
-·,-}J ·n he- \Yrot .._, thu.~c \Yord~, and a1n 

th;Jt "Courier " h<:• 1 put 
o th·' t we may 

bc~lCfit ihen1. I cun 
1 l'l.· _J t n to anr: h r ru .ttcr, "\Y:1ich 

,'bt. he n ~ ccntentiou o~1-, 
will cdl for a grPat 
·fro_u hon. Jnclnbcrs oppo~ite. 

l'l'asons '"'hy Queensland 
positlon she is in to-day 

·ec o[ co:urr .. Ilslon as 
Go .-crnlnent and the 
Cm_npuJsion appLars 

vf th2ir actions~ 
~ou to defend one'~ 
to \\Ork. 

arc the t\Yo 
compelled to 

in uvf'l'V ..._.thcr dircetlon i, 
in cvel·y undertaking, and 0· t~ry 

of progrc~-.. -which the Labour part,y 
L{ t n1e ton h upon a few rnef od 

oL compuhion which wa practised in the 
Labour -.._- ~ 0Y.._ nlcllt. In t1u: fir~t place, ,a. 
rn tn if h~- "\Yish('s ro t', rn a Cl'U t 
Pf llcd to jviu a union. In 
r~ftPr he has joinf:~cJ this 
llC'llcd .subscribe to the]r I<:: 

to ~ub2cribe to 
1'3 cump Jlc'd to su1J .:ribc 
to ()!' to ar ·r~lJt-
ancl thi::; n1ost phast' of

1 

the 
''hole , ·\ttcr-ho is to aoecpt the 
s:J :-r;c rnf; of o,yagc as n1cn in the san1o 
calling ne lw is, whether he is more qualified, 
or ns qua lificd as his collc'1guc, or not. In 
ih2.t lies one of th(~ grPat troubles -with ~"hich 
;ye arc faced to-day. 'These procr sses of corn· 
pulsion nrc ap1)lied to the \Yorking nwn, 
nnd the working n1an is begi1'11ing to under
stand and 1,\ ·1ke up to tht~ faC't that in that 
er-, of co•tlJ)Ulsicn lie.;; the Ol>portunjty for 
thf gcntlc~nf'n, thPsP agitntor::i and Ol'f,a.ni
"C'r::-; Y:ho r:.dorn our GoYcrnmcnt bencht~~. 
to fatten and b<tttAn upon them. Another 
graxc cYil in Queensland to-day is thG con1-
pu !si on which Pas been recent!:' applied to 
the sale of goods, and to the prices at which 
u·oods arc to b~ sold. This interference with 
the liberty o£ the subject is having a most 
disa~tt·ous effect, and I think if any hon. 
nwt •• her "1Yant2J to get e;-idenv' of that 
<lic.astrous 0ffect he lms only to read the 
report of the Prire Fix~ng Cornn1isswner. 
That gcntlC'n~an stated in his la..st report 
tlwt afh:r four 1nonths' operations he had 
sa vcd to the con~umers of Queen e-land a sun1 
of £200,000. · 

The TREASl:RER: Hear. hear ! 

]\fr. ELPHJ:'\STO:'\E: The Tron 9 urer e>tys 
" 1-Ien,r, hear!" I ,\-j]1 proceed to show him 
"<vhat a wonderful sola0e and comfort that 
has been to the vvol'king people. Tvv'o 
hundred thousand pounds in four months is 
cquivaki1t to £12,500 per week, which, if 
spread over 700,000 JlCOp!e. amounts to 
exactly 4d. per head per \Yeck. and yet the 
Trc,,~surcr sav" "Hear, hear!" There is a 
monument tO' the ability of hon. gentlemen 
opposite to curtail prices and to kill tho 
1n·ofiteer, \Yho5c efforts have re-:nltod in the 
saYing of 4d. per head per "\YE'ek to the 
pocket·, of the people of Queensland. l 
am going to show what the true effect of all 
tl1at has been. The true effect has been this, 
that you can compel a mcm by legislation to 
sell his goods at a ccrta.in price, but you 

Mr El;1hinstone.] 
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cannot comp0l a man to produce n1ore good~\ 
to take th<> place of those he has sold. and 
an'.' inierff'rcnco with the 11bcrtv of the 
c;n1;j('Ct. 1n the nutttcr of productiOn and in 
ti-1\J n1rtttt~r of th0 pricP \vhich hP has to 
realise for his goods, inevitably has the effect 
of cudailing production and making the 
position worse. Another effect which ha.s 
cvjdent1-~ r:ot occnrred to hon. gentlemen 
opposite is this: Tf you attempt to ftx the 
price of commodities, it stands to reason that 
a price v l1ich givPs a liviug wage to the 
sn1a1l storPk0cy10r is going to give .a huge 
profit to the lar~.{G storokcepcr. The big 
storekc0per sc11s a g,Toss of un artic}e where 
the small storekeep-er only se11s one packet 
of it. and it is f!Hib: obvi(nu lf you are going 
to fix a price at a certain figure "\Vhich will 
permit rt Fn11-tll stor0kc:-per to 1iYc, ~~ou aro 
going to make a huge profit for th<' big 

etorckrrner. ,So, it Fbnds to 
[8 p.m.] reason that you are either going 

to make larc;er profits for the big 
storekeeper or .\nu are going to driYe the 
small storckoep-"r out of existence by the 
flxfl~ion of pricr::s. ThrsP arc arg-u1nents 
'vhich any b11sincss man know"S of. But they 
arc not rc1lised by hon. rrl'crnbcrs opposite, 
who think they a ro possessed of all the 
bu,..,]nc~s acurncn that i~ necessarv to cnn· 
dnrt the ronntn·'s affairs. TheY are 
evid"nces of the · mrtladminisrration ~which 
wo are now beginning to understand and 
appr, .. :iate, and '''hich Queen,land in the 
meantime- is suffering from. J 'vant to p::-t._r.:;s 
on and deal with the other compulsion-the 
fixation of r~nts. lion. gPntlem(~n opposite, 
exrcnt those who own hoF•H-,wd there are 
a few-have probably been smiling c•t the 
wonrlerful crfcct on the communitv of this 
fix&tion of rente;. Thev have thonght "Here 
is this paraqitc of a 'landlorr!. this octopus 
of a landlord, finally brought to book .tnd 
made to rnduce his rents in keeping "·ith the 
value of his property." \Vhat is the posi· 
tion? I-Iouses are becoming more and more 
scarce from a rent point oE vic,v. You 
cannot force a man to let his house. \Vhat 
he is doing to-daY is selling. }le r0fuscs to 
come nndcr the con1pnlsory clau:;:.p of hon. 
gentlemen opposite. \Vhnt >Yould be the 
proper mea m of rl0aling with this situation? 
The trouble is thNe haTe not been sufficient 
houses to go round. If the Government had 
allowed freedom of action to those ·.dw looked 
for im·ostments in propert:c, it wonld hf1ve 
meant that wo >Yonld have had more erected. 
By building more houses the ultimate result 
would be that we would have had more houses 
than tencnts, and down would come the 
r0nts. Hon. gentlemen opposite do not 
understand that. Thev believe in the doc
trine which compels a· man who owns anv
thing to disgorge or bow to their will with 
the inevita.ble disaster. ' 

I want now to refer to the doctrine 
which ~ationalism believes in for dealing 
with this situation. I believe tha.t when 
you indu1gc in desi:l·uctiv~ criticism jt is 
quite right and proper that constructive 
proposals should be put in their place. l 
want no>v to deal with the proposaJs which 
we have for meeting the situation. In those 
proposals, in my opinion, lie the salvation 
of thi,,, country. 'l'ho question of the cost 
of living, of loan expenditure, of loa.n 
redemption, of unemployment, of relief
all those problems which are worrying th>' 
Government would disappear if the· doctrine 
we advance is adopted. That doctrine is 

[Mr. Elphinstone. 

payn10nt by n~sn1tc;. I-lon. gentlemen who 
(VCupy t.ho Farmer-:,' br:nclws at the present 
JY:.Ol11C'nt are CYidcncc of that dortrine, and 
the sncc0ss >.Jf th<1 t doctrinf'. Thcv ·..,tand 
or hll by the a'.tnal results of their' la.hour, 
they arc subjPctcd to vcr:v n1uch greater 
interfcrPncc and greater troubles than LfJ bonr 
is, in the sense that thPy are subjected to 
the influences of the clement>. All their 
pfforts m a v be ]ost in a ~in!.do day bv 
storms ancl disturbances. But those g(•ntle· 
n1en will go on plodding forward) quite con
tent to oecure payment by results. Any other 
ritt-(•m11t t-) a.clY"'IlCe QLl(, 'tsland. or Aus
tralia g-enerally, on unv othe-r po1 icv except 
that of payment by lT,ults is cloomul to 
di:~astcr. I am g-oing to giv0 a sim11le illus
tration in ::npport of nJy contcnti0n. 
_..\_]thoH,rrh simpl0, it n0vcrthdc:,, iG probably 
ont \Yhich ,, ill illmtrnte my point pretty 
thorougbly. Assuming- a. m.an dPtcrmincs to 
erect i·"n shops of brick in a thoroughfare 
\\hPrc h.P can finJ t.c~nn~Jt..: to occupy thcn1 
nndPr the prcsPnt sy tl'm. He has to 
ernploy brick1a.yers nt a flx0d rate of \va.'(CS, 

Pntircl,· indc]wnclent of merit and ability. 
\Yhat happene' T.he first dnv thc,e men go 
up on the job th~y probably conrontrato 
their attention on their own work At 
tlw end of the fir .t dnv thov look ronnd·-ao 
rrny human b0inp: 'Yould-~nd cnmpnre the 
result of their dn ',s labour >Yith that of 
their nc~.~t door n~j·:hbo~n·. If the n1m1 'vho 
has inid morp ln·1cks than hi-. next do~r 
ne-ighbour eon~idcrs for ono 1noment, he 

with himself, "vYhy should I lay 
additional bricks and only get the 

:-;::.rnf' rc:;;ults fnr n1v labour as rnv ne'd door 
n0ighbour ?" So i£ g-oes on. \Vhat happens 
on thP serond rln v? Those n1011 arr all 
la~·ing bricks at the' samo r'ti·c. _\nd what is 
that rat8' It ie tl1e ratr of the slowest man 
on the job. This is not a reflection upon 
the wm·king man. I would do the same 
myself. 

Tho TREASURER: Yon are alwa::s maligning 
the l.Yorkcr. 

. Mr. ELPI-IINSTONE : It is simply study
Ing- tha.t clen10nt of human nflture '\Yhich 
gcntlcrnen opposite SBOln to ontiro1y dis
regard. Just as the speed of a fleet is 
determinnd b:-. its slov;est ship, so j,, tho 
snood of those bricklayer£ d<>tormincd by the 
s]myc,t man on the job. Follow that out 
and what happens 9 Those shops take 
probabl!· tc.·o months longer to build and the 
oYerhcad charges are all the more by reason 
of the greater time taken in the building. 
Instead of costing, probably, £3.000 to build, 
they cost £10.000. The man who has built 
tho,c sbops looks for, .-;a:;.~. 8 per cent. i:r.trrest 
unon his n1oncy. Therefore, having cost 
£10,000 he wants £80 a vear from those 
ten shops. Who pays that rent? The people 
,,-ho go into those chons and buy the goods 
that arc for srde. And thev >Yonder whv the 
cost of living goes up. 'That applies to 
prc~cnt·day methods sngg·estrd and preached 
by hon. members opposite. Now. I am going 
to show how we would nroeecd in the hnild
ing of those shops, under the method that 
we suggest. We would say that a bricklayer 
is to have a basic "age and an additiona.l 
pa,·ment on his result' with a. minimum 
task would be fixed for that bricklayer 
depending upon the average abilit,· of the 
ordinarv bricklaver. Then, what would 
happen! The br;ekl<tyer who, perhaps, is a 
little more energetic and a little more 
desirous of getting on would cease to take 
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any interest in the meJhods and practices of 
his next-door nci ghbour. If that man on hi., 
left was prcparcJ to stop in the gutter, there 
is nothing to preY<~nt his so ·d.oing, because 
}H~ i:< not dragging down the other 1nan with 
him. He ran stop there if he wishes. But 
tbe ,11an who wa11ts to get on~who wants to 
acclnnulntc a fc\v sayings, 1vho '\Vants to 
bnilcl a home for himself-can go on con
centrating his attcution on his job, with the 
result that at the end of the day's work that 
man has probahl:- laid some 200 mor<J bricks 
than tbc man on bis left, ancl he has the 
ro"-'"'d of his labour. the actual result of 
hi,, production-not in the insane manner 
-..yhi{'h l1on. 111n1nbers opposite propose, by 
seizing th<> other fellow's proportv. Follow 
that through. Those shops will probabb 
t<l kP ~omc t\.yo n1onths lc5.:-: to build bv rea 'Son 
of tho greater rate at \Yhich these rrwn are 
,. orki,lg. Therefore, tho o\·crhead charge 
-.,:rill be lt·~~ .. 2nd in.-~tcad of those sho11s co~t
ing £10,000 they would cost £8.000. 'J.'hcn 
th•c 8 per c~r.t. ,, hich the landlord is 1ooking 
for "-ould be only £64 a :\oar, £16 a year 
Jr-s: ,,-hich means all the lees to the cc:n
sumcr, and down comes the cost of \iying. 
This n1ig.ht soem an elementary method of 
explaining my point. but I have corno down 
to a kind of nur·:erv rhv1ne in order to rnako 
lwn. g<•ntlcn1cn opjJosito understand. I a1n 
::orr:v if I ha vc wearied hon. gentle1nen 
occupying the Opposition benches, but it was 
nerr..-:~,~try to bring IDJ example do,vn to an 
clcmcntar basis to allow hon. gentlemen 
opposite to comprehend. That is the pro
po•al in a nutshell for which Nationalism 
elands. and intends to adopt. Let that be 
understood. And that is ono of the reasons 
whv Oxlov nearlv fho times incrco~ed mv 
ma.jority "at the iast election. That is one 
of t}u~ re·,sons ·whv. because of his non
fulfi1nwnt and non-);ractical policy, the rwn. 
member fOl" Toowoomba nearly lost the 
nnmbcr of hi, mess. (Laughter.) 

'\1r. BRExxAx interjcctocl. 

::\lr. ELPHI:\fSTO::-JE: Tho hon. member 
should just continue giving his potatoe·'' to 
C'hR.rit~ 1nd advert1sfng the fact. (Laught.er.) 
The position in which Queensland find' itself 
to-rda;,· is th>J result. of govPrnln-nt ~lY n1en 
who lwYe no more respect for the credit of 
the conntry or for thC securitv of co~1b act 
thnn the hig-hwayman has for the feding' of 
his Yictim". \Vhilc !Jo11. members opposite 
go on floundr:-ring and floundering:, ~U0(•.ns-
1nnrl i~ ga~ping. The Premier snljlcs
ooss·ibh· ns he smiled when the a(•I'(Jnln 1 lO 

{Jronp,."J him on Pimpama Island. (L~ngb
tcr.) 11y simile is perfectly corrc"t. Tho 
po~ihnn to-dD'{ iB that the Go\'f'l't1l1l0nt have 
no mnrc l' '"'nc:·~~t for the crrdit of Qu0cn~land 
anrl for tl1c suf'rcss of QnccnslBnd thr~n a 
J1iglnraT"n1an has for his virtin1. Tbf'y f:O on 
thref!t\'njng and Sf'izing, and the sole reason 
th0v have cha.nr-:-cd their D10tho-ds-and ront·~ 
down to a nosirion of appealin~ to ::11HI of 
Rh1lhino.: the fcc1ing6 of the ;~eoni•J t;f 
Qncf.nohnd and the needs of business 
gPnPrn1J-:--i-: Hot bcc:au~0 thry ·wisbcd to Uo 
so. but brcan~c th0y W\'rc forrcd into it. 

0PPOf-',J'J'TOX :\IL\IDERS: H(~al', h0ar ! 

Ho:-i. J. G. APPEL (~1'b"·t): With the 
exPcntion of th~ hon. HW'l1brr for Toombul. 
I !Jeliew that I am the oldest natiYe of 
this State. anrl the oldest member having a 
scat in this House-(Hrar, honr !)-and, as 
one of the oldest natives -of the State still 
living in Qaoonsland. I naturally take the 
greatest interest in my native land, because 

I have seen all the difficaltic, which it has 
had J·o encounter, and the troubles and 
tribnlations \Yhich it has had to undergo. 
To-clay I haYc HO hesitation in saying that 
we have arrived at a cri~is in our history. 

1\Ir. CoLLixG: The whole world has arrived 
at a crisis. 

Hox. J. G. APPF:L: I am only dealing 
now with tho condition of the State of 
Queensland. H is a question of v;hethor 
WP arc to progrf'ss or v,:hcthcr we arc to 
retrovraclc. Tlw Finnncial Statement which 
v~--as -ck,l1vercd by the Tr£'rtsurer ycste,·day 
di···closes a. verv serious condition of affairs. 
Couplrd with ·the report of the Auditor
Gt:'ncral. nn~l tho balanc·-s sho1vn in tho 

ta blc•s, it discloses the fact that, 
t1w imn1Pnsc increase in taxation, 

1J<'{~ll a still greater increase in 

The TnF'.ST'RER: Look a.t the Arbitration 
C:ourt a,_, ard and the incre>tscd cmt of 
rnatcriah·. 

Hol\. ,T. G. APPF.L: l_"nfortunately, the 
A rbitrution Co1nt a1vards have not be on 
responciblc for tho position of affairs. The 
"·ar had n•rT little to do with State finance. 
Tl1<Jt '"-dS a ·InattPr for the Common\'vcalth: 
and "''-' all realise that and arc quite pre
pared, as citizens of thr- Cmnmonwealth, to 
bear an:v obligations which haYe been neces
sitated by the war. In ,·iew of the very 
hcaYv calis upon the Com1nonwoalth, it 
shouid haYo been the duts of Ministers 
administering the affairs of the State of 
QnPcnsland-I do not care what parte· they 
bcJonp:; to~to exercise economy. 

The TRE.bL:HER: You know we arC' not 
r0spon~ible for the increased cost of govern
nwilt. 

IIox. .T. G. APPF.L: Hon. gentlemen 
opposite have not been N'm1on1ical in their 
nclrninistration of tlw affairs of State. The 
increased 'vagoq are not rPsponsibic for the 
present state of affairs. It is not a mere 
questivn of incrf':tsctl wage.,; but, referring 
to '"'•'!!CS. on lc<Jking hack to Pugh's Almanac 
for 1(;77, I find th; t carpcn.tcrs' wag-e·, then 
were 14s. per clay, and the prrco of rump steak 
''as 2~cl. per lb. I ,-enture to say that the 
rnnditlons in 1877. \\·ith carpenters' wag·cs at 
14-s. a dn~r and rump steak at 2~d. a lb., \Yerc 
f,u- bcttN than the• onditions \rhich exist 
to-day. 

::Vlr. CoLLI:-iS : In 19J2 we had a poll tax. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: And wh'· shouldn't 
, o·1 haTe a poll tnx? \Yhy shouldn't you 
[, ar a portion of the ex]wndituro that is 
ncef for tll(' ndrnini.~tration of the rJfnirs 
of the ' The hon. nwmher is one of 
thrcf' naresitr; who desire to hnvo all the 
benefit~ of th·' State-eYeP-~hing that is 
p-oing-withc It contributing one fUrthing to 
th0 c"q1enditurc that is ncct:':.sar:v to ensure 
him th,, affluence 1' hich he enjoys to-dav. 
I sa~7 that cYery n1cmbrr of the community 
should bear some proportion of the cost of 
gon'rnrnrnt, however sma!l it may lw. 

:Hr. C:OLLI:-iS: You aro in favour of a 
poll tax. 

Ho"' .. T. G. APPEL: I used to pay some 
attention to the interjections of the hon. 
m ern ber for Bowcn, but having carefully 
~onsidcrN1 his interjections. I have come to 
the conclusion that they are absolutely 

Hon. J. G. Appel.J 
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valuclcs":!,, and that, the hon. 1nember being 
birnply a. cr_oaturo of caucus) the~y ar- not 
\VOrth rrply1ng to. I n1ust co1nphment tho 
hon. member for Oxlcy on the excellent 
contribution he has m~dc to the debate. 
Thcrce ar~ one or two matters that I want 
to refer to, as this is one of the few occ:'. -ions 
\Ye h·1.ye of discn"'.sing· griL'Yancc~. I an1 
not a town mecnber. l'lly int,rosts in the 
cit.v oi Brisbane now are a negligible 
quantity. I an1 a country member; all my 
interests are in the country. At the same 
time I realise that it should be, and must 
be, in the interests of eYcry hon. 1nen1ber 
to h..-nre a C"lllf:r-;rn in what affects our big 
centres of pOllulation. There is one matter 
I wic,h to bring before the House this eYen
ing--that is the \Vctor and Sewc;·ag-o Board. 
I had some little hand in connection with 

inception of a vvater ~~nd sewerage 
for Brisbane. the obicet of that 

being to prc.~ ~l'YO the hc~dth ~of the corn
munitv who live m the capital city of 
Q.ttC2n~1and. 

In 1917. on 10.:.,0 of "I-IBnsard," I 
drew .aJtentioa c<:rh.in n1att"rs in connec-
tion will; the \'.av in which the \Yater and 
Se \~-rr!-ITe Board u v:erc carrying out their 
obli;,a.tions. pointing cut th0ir ahHJlute incpt1-
tnde~pointing out that they \\'Cl'O wasting
rnonc....--that contracts that had been n1ado 
for £28 a fc:ot \Yere costing £80 a foot, 
and that in certain places, after having 
spPnt thousanda of pou:nrls. tbey we o com
JWllod to ab •.Hdon the line and run a new 
line, and pointing out n1ore particularly that 
at the outlf't they were unable, owing to tho 
concEtions that existrd, to can·y out a 1ow
lon:-l -_,~\Yer, ancl thc~:v were going to have 
an open cut. The h<Jn. rrwn1bcr for Forti
tude Val1Py, who is a lTIC'inbF:r of the board, 
abwlutclY cleniccl the e'taternent that I ha ye 

n1adc. a~d, I think I -arn < dlT et in stating. 
added that if l made the ea.me statement 
outside. I \YOu1c1 be liable to an actinn for 
slander. Yet to-day absolutcl~v CYory fact 
IYhieh I stat,ed h:...s proYed t'1 be C1JlTect, is 
an absolute fart to-day, as it \Ya-s a fact 
then. I think it is nr~· dutv, as ono who is 
compelled to li ,-e for "a cct:tain part of the 
year in the city of Brisbane, to point out 
these f(-)ct~, bccau'::=e the~, affect the condition'3 
undct· which the workc'l's of the State hccYe 
to liYe. Furthermcre, there is the fact that 
thow')a.lHis-hundreds of t~JOlhands-of ponnU,:'l 
are being wrtsted by the inept;tudc of the 
pre,-e::1t hoard. ~c\11y hon. rncmber IYho has 
any clouht on this ~ubje( G lu!~ only to read 
the ass•·rtions I made in 1917, and which to
day hav'' !wen proved to be :tbsolutely 
correct. \Yhat does that fact prove? Either 
an abwluto neglect on the part of the mem
bers of thP \Vater ~nd Sewf'ra.ge Board or 
that thcv dill not conc·ern themselves as to 
what the n:penditure might be or what the 
effect mlght be on the rncmbPrs of the com
munity who w·crc concerned with the carrying 
out of the scheme. 

The TRF\SGlER: The hon. member for 
Fortitude Valley will reply to you. 

IIo:.r. J. G. APPEL: I hope he will reply 
to the assertions which I made then, \vhieh 
arc proYcd to-da.y-every one of them. Let 
him take every assertion which I made in 
1917, and there is the report to-day which 
shmYs that eYery assertion which I made 
in 19.17 is absolutely correct. I am going 
to say furthermore that shafts were sunk, 
and there is one in the neighbourhood of 

[Hon. J. G. Appel. 

Pinkenba into ·wbich thousand~ of pounds of 
ma.chincTy w :re brok(:il np and durnpod. 

J'lir. \YII.SO>i: That is not true. 

Ho>i. J. G. A PPF,L: The hon. member 
donies it as a n1crnber of the hoard. I-Ie 
llc•t"'ios to-d.av wh<tt tho board kno1v was 
r: fnct then, ·anu l say that there haYf' been 
thou<;;ands uf pounds' worth of rnachinery 
dnn1pcd into shafts IYhich a.re abandoned. 

L\fr. \Vn.so;.;: You mmt be charg-ing the 
he~ =1nl on the prcYious Go~ ~rrnnent's action, 
\Ynich you hrrYc son1e kuowlcdgc of. 

I-Icr~. J. G. ~\PPEL: The previous Go
Yt>rnnH .. nt had nothing to rlo 1v~th it. Tho 
p;·rvious GoYcrnnrcnt would not have per
ruitted corruption of ih<...t kind. (Di<order.) 

.i~ Go""';ER);'")IIENT ::\iE}IBl'J.~: Sha1ne l 

J. G. ~''-'-PPEL: I s:1y it is corrup
tion. cuoe it :.;ffecte not oniv the health 
of the connnunity, but also their pock~t3, ~n~l 
if their pocket~ a. 1ner( nothi?S", 1 th1n_1c 
of th=· he::dth f : con1111t111ty. Ib J.s 
opportune to this out. Ono n1crnber 
of the board thRt 6 g-allons of water 
pPr inht1 bitnnt per· day ' ou]d b." suffici~nt 
to prm·ide for the laYatory accommor!abon 
,,-hich it is proposed to C''tablish. pcrba~JS
und"-r the 11re ,ent Adn1inistration-~o1no 

vc trs hn "· The thing is absolutely 
c At anv rate, I know that the 

,Tc;J ~,-e lll';L.:.bc-r ol tlH' conunuEity l'C(lu1res 
fot sanitarv purp-oses a yery n1uch grBatcr 

th~.n th~tt. lion. rnmubcrs on that 
of the Hoc'"' p~sc the guardi:ms of 

comn1nnitv \vho live in cong-ested centres 
-PS th0 on·"10nmlts of durns. \Ve1l, I have 
fm~nd ti1i~ J. out-:J~1d I speak as an old local 
a.uthor1tv n11n--- hat the owners of slums aro 
ln 90 pe~' c~~nt. of case.:l rne:nbcrf3 of the c~ncus 
1:r ( .. tucus support0rs-(Governrncnt Inter~ 
j~,ctions and di;:order)-absolutely on every 
oc:ca ·,ion, and the 111en who are t~e 
hnrJest 1and1ord~. The rYl£'n Y\ ho put In 

e:cc ·utions arc the persons who 'upport the 
D' in n1anv instances are rncn s1thng 

-· -sid~ ~f tho House. (Govern-
That been LilY experience. 

exorbitllnt, usurious 
interest, charge the hip·hest 
rf•nt..; and have the nlc-·t n1i:-:era.ble s1urns 
in the cornn1unit"'·, arc bdi( 't'Crs in and n1e1n~ 
bcrs of the ca,tcus p 'It:·· 'Tha+- has beer: my 

and l Apcak frc.n the cxpcnence 
a man ,, ho has had twenty-four years of 

local gover11n1cnt. 
Thir. IYILso~ interjected. 

Ilox. J. G. Al'PEL: I \Yill admit the hon. 
mct'"ber for the ral!oc- does not do it-that 
h·" ls not in that category. 

The T!lEASC:REH: Who is doing it" 

I-Iox. ,J. G. Ai'PEL: Probably the Trea-
surer. (Laughter and disorder.) 

The TREASC:RER: I s '-Y you deliberately lie 
oYer that. 

Ho>i. J. G. APPEL: The Treasuer is such 
a deliberate liar on eYery occasion that I 
take no notice of his assertion. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! orciN! 

Ho>i. J. G. APPEL: He called me a 
deiiberate liar, and I called him a liar. 
vVhen he withdraws his, I will withdraw 
tume. (Laughter.) 

'The CHAIRMAN : Order ! order ! 
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:\Ir. \"0\\.TES: 
the Trcr sut·t:r '? 

\Vhv didu't you deal with 
(Dis~rdcr.) 

The CIIAUDL'l.:'--r: Ord<>r! I would point 
out to t)H1 1e Hler o[ trw Oprws!tion th::t.t it is 
bighl:v di~ordcrly to int{'rjc•ct when the 
Chairman is on his feet~(Hear, h<?ar !). 
And I would point out to tho hon. member 
fm Aliwrt thct the term he usc"d is quite 
unparliamrntar~". I-I c, as an oxpencnccd 
parlian1cntarian, knows that if an interjection 
is mndc to him which is offcnsiYe, the proper 
course for hinl to pursue is to can the 
attention of the Chairman to and ask that 
it be ·, ithdrawn. That y;·ould done in the 
ordinary rour~e of eyents. I must, there
for~. aek the hon. member to withdraw the 
staterncnt h:., rnadc. 

Eo:<r .. J. G. APPEL: It was ;mid in the 
heat of the moment. 

The TH~-~lSrRER: You made a charge. Be 
a l11'ln, and say you aro right or \Yrong. 

Hox. J. G .. A.PPEL: I a.m (Loud 
lang-htor.) In ,~iew of the of the 
Chairn:an, I v,-ithdraw unreo::{~TYetUv. and I 
ask that the Tre~surcr be asked to ;_~ithuraw 
his cbtc .nent. 

Thr CIL-\IR~ ~ AK: I .a.,k the Tn~ttsurer to 
withdr::nY tht~ staten1c!1t com1;laincd of. 

The T -~f',\Gl-RIT<: In conformitv ith 
pnrli;:xu:lltury practi(- -., I v·lll v:ithdr 'W--

0PP0.'[Tl0::-;< 1\IEMDERS: \Vithdraw I 

!·!h-. Yo~.vLt3: \Vhy don't yon "'lvithdra\v 
unr0.::0n'0d]y: 

Thr TERASURRR: You arc not the 
Chairmen. It cannot be expected that a 
m cm bcr ill sit do·~, n quir·tly \Yhen a char go 
is n1a::l::: \Yhich is Dbsolntcly incorrect, and 
is a ,ill.;-· stuvid charg:.:. 

The CHAIR~llAN: I point ont that the 
hon. member for Albort has •,,-ithdrawn. 

The TnF_\Sl"RER: Lndcr those cirmnnstances, 
I will withdraw. 

Tho CHAIR:\IAN : I wonld point out to 
the Treasurer, in connectjon \Yith the remarks 
he hL1 nHtdc, that if he feels aggrieved at 
r<n,- rcn1arlu passed by anoth0r hon. member, 
it is also hiB dutv to cell! the Chairman's 
attc:otion to the m~ttcr. 

The T!UcAS CR!;R: I thank vou for the 
adYioe. and I am rathN surpr.ised you did 
no~ get np yourself. I withdraw. 

RoK .. J. G .. 1PPEL: I make no charge. 
(Interruption.) 

'T'he CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Tho ~L,REASURER: You did. 

Mr. Yo\>LES : He did not. 
Mr. ·WESTAXLEY : He did. 

The CHAIRMAN : I "~ould request hon. 
1nmnbers on n1y rig-ht to nJ1ovv the hon. mem
ber for Albcrt to proceed with his speech. I 
also ask the hon. mcmbPr to apply himself 
more elo'3ely to tho snbjcct under ·discussion, 
and not make personal allusions. 

HoN .. J. G. APPEL: I do not desire to 
make any personal allusions. I can only 
trust that the Administration will cause the 
strictest inquiry to be made into this ma.tter. 

The PmDIIER: Tho Government of which 
you were a member approved of the plans. 

I-IoN. ,J. G. APPEL: I believe they did, 
but the matwr was point.ed out to the \Vater 
and Scnvt'rrrgo Board. I 1112-de reference to 
thc.so matters in 1917, but they were abBO
lntcly Llollied. Of course, on that occasion 
I applied myself to the leader of the Go
vcrnn1cnt, \:ho ,vas then Treasurer, and 
a,skPd hin1 to inquirP into the3e matters. He 
treated tequost '.vith contempt, as is 
PYidP;H .,d the '<'Jndition which iexists 
to~day. 

Tho PHE:IJTER : I could not treat any 
sugge~tion frorr1 you seriously. 

Hox .. J. G. A PP EL: That may be, but I 
know I haYo often had to treat 1;;atters 
cnnctcd b, the lf'a-dor of thr• Government very 

and ~'-o uJso, nnfortun,ttel,,, h:'s a. 
of tho taxpa:. ers of Queensland. 

adn1it that. so far HIS ·thP taxpayers 
are concernc·d, the bon. gentle

Inn "l dr _'S not trc~.t thotn scriouslv. I-Ie 
n_,::;:rds them fr0n1 n cynical sL8nllpoi~lt. He 
does not rcgtu·d them us being of any 
moment outside a!nonnt '·~hi rh he extracts 
f1orn tlH-ir \Vc do not expect to 
get Uil:'i' F.; fr11n1 the hc·n. gentleman. 
The Fi1-: ~ n n1cnt. \Yhirh \; ~t·.-.; prc-
::.;pnted Lt) th(' FLon ·f' Ycsterdtr'. ~ho,,"S that 
the hon gcntlmn_-.n kn;\Y~ the ~fe:_•ling vvhich 
E~xist~. rrn1onv"'{ the 1najorit.Y of the electors, 
othen\-isc v-ould not bnve had anv indica-
tion that T\ya.s to h:~ no furtl1er taxa~ 
t:on. Tlwi'e wo.Ild hElve Uccn further 
tax:tio,1. \Yo realise th .. t. 

The PRE:uu:n: V\'l~erc 'c.~ould j~ou cut down 
the Estinuttc.~? 

HoN. J. G. A PPEL: T.hcro is nothing- to 
~:aye on of t1Jo Estimates, but the \vhole 
p0int Fi the tin1e hou. gcnt1emen 
oppr took charge of the Tr(·asury benches 
the:' had to find positions for their 
supporter:-:, whct~JCl' their st'rYiccs vvere 
r0quired or not. The \V hole of iho dopa rt
lllC'll(~ have beeo1c.l8 conge..:;tf'd \Yith n1cn who 
WNC not required. '\Y c !lnd that to be the 
C~t~f' i1J tlH~ Hrrih'.T~·~·T De. 1rLw~i1t, because, 
althow~;h tho mil• :1ge run was 1,000,000 less, 
tlF'l't' h lYf~ bcc-_t IIlOl'O than 4/·IJQ 111811 put 
on. l\_[inist< r .' unfortunate supporters 

rrJ posibon, tl~ey \'H'rc sent round 
to tlJ" "'aT· Department, and the hon. 
~'C'llt"lcrnan ',·:ho \ us then ]\linistPr for 
J1rr.i]wa~, pnt them on. \Ye kno\Y that 
prct.ctic t!!Y 25 per cont. of the engines an~. 
fit for tho scrapheap, and we know that 
t.hc nee- ~ ... arv requirements in connection with 
thL' run•1in·:"'" ~'cti1 haYe not be-en carried out. 

The T REAS URF.R : Y on were one of the 
1vor~~ nH"onch'r. in ~:~;king for concessions 
w!wn I was m charge of tho Railway 
Dqmrtmcnt. 

Hox. J. G .. \PPEL: Qnite eo. (Laughter.) 
Increased farrB and frci ght"' had been put 
upon the producers, and the:· ha.d not received 
the sarr1P conYcmi '!nee. b: can se of the less 
Jnile,-,f:f' run; and wh~T should they not ask 
for u dditional accommodation, which they 
chd not nxeiYe? 

Mr. CoLLIKS: And no diRmond rings on 
their fingers, either ! 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: No, and you will 
neyer have anv. (Laughter.) The hon. 
m cm her for Ox,lev referred to the matter 
of-- , 

r:I.'he TRF.A51:R~R : Cement l 

Hon. J. G. Appel.] 
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Hox. J. G. APPEL: I-Ie may have referred 
to that, b1>t, I Gay t 11is to the Treasurer
that lw nf'YPr f'lH'nt a pound in trying to give 
cement to clcdors of the Shte. :No. he 
was not a fool. (Laughter.) Reference 
has been rnadc to the nndition that exists, 
so br as the workers of the State are con
cerned. I have never bc•cn engaged- in any 
wholesale or retail busin<>ss, as the whole of 
my time outside my profcesion h'" been 
Bpcnt as a IJrirnar_y producer. 

The PHE)IIER: I thought you were the son 
of a miner. 

Ho::-~. J. G. APPEL: Mv father was a 
mjner in '52, but he \nts nGvPr engaged in 
the occupation of taking the miners down. 

Mr. F. A. CooPER: That is where he 
differed from his son. 

Ho::-~. J. G. APPEL: I have never been a 
hypocritical lay preacher. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Neither have I. 
The CHAIRMA:"i' : Order ! Order ! 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I have ahnt•:s be<en 
honest. It has ahYays been m:. opinr-on that 
merit ~hould recr-ivc, a greater an10ltl1t of 
rmvard. but I realise that the policv of the 
Labour party is to put the man ,_,~ho does 
the b0st work on the same level a.> the man 
who does the least wJrk. I know t.hat that 
i-; the result of un ioni.- m. I have discussed 
this question on different occasions, and have 
pointed out that under present conditiolls 
the most expert man receives only the rev. ard 
of the least expert man. I contend that 
evcr;y man \.vho desires to irnprovo his con
dition. and i_mprove and develop the country, 
should rece1ve assistance from tho State 
Only tlw other night we heard members 
talking about the men who have blazed ~he 
track, and R'sisted in the deYelopmont of 
Queensland, but when those men have 
nttain0d a certain position, they are 
rcg-ardPd as enen1icq by the caucus, which 
hns rcrluc0d tho St.ato to a Rinecure. 'Vhy, 
members m·0r there lH1vo to clo exactlv what 
the• are told to do: they are not free ~gents. 
Th0 moment a m0m bcr on that sidr; acts 
~' a free agent, out he goes, and he know'< 
Jt. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order! 

Hox. J. G. _\.PPEL: This is one of the 
opportm1ities wh0n we arc allowed to dis
CWh n1attcrs "\vhich are of genrraJ rnon1enf,, 
Pot onlv to this Assomblv. but also to the 
community generally. Is' not the right to 
work inhPront in over:.- man? '\Vhv should a 
mrtn have to go before a union and be poll
tflxpcJ~bp rc~quirod to pa? an entrance fc( 
tn inin lhc union-1wfon" he is allowcrl the 
right to "·ork? 

rrhe PnE~TF'R: IlaY0 you brrn poll-taxed? 

Hox. J. G. \PPRL: Th~y have pretty 
'veil ~tn~ck rnc blind. 

At fifteen minntes to 9 o'clock p.m., 

1\rr. Kmw.\" relic-vert the Chairman in the 
chair. 

HmL .J. C. APPEL: I ask what right has 
,anY Adn1inistration to sav to a man that 
lwfor•• he c~n exercise tl;e right to work, 
whirh if' inherent in hin1, he n1ust pay a 
poll tax? 

un~~~? CoLLIKS: \';:hat about the lawyers' 

[Hnn . .J. G. Appel. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The test of admis
sion to the lrnYyers' union is by cxan1ina~ 
tion. The test of entrance into a union is 
a " pull" by the m.cn who run the Trades 
Hall. IYF often find that when a workman 
is required where experience and expertness 
should be the test, the most inexpert work
man i, sent to the job, because " pull" is 
the te<t. It seems extraordinary that, not
withstanding that a man has an inherent 
right to work, the party who claim to be 
democratic support a policy which sa.ys that 
before a man can exercise his right to work, 
he must pay an entrance fee and join a 
union, and after that pay a fortnightly or 
\H•ekly fee. 'Where does that monev go? 
Hon. members know whe1·e it goes-to sup
port the aristocrats of a little junta who 
Ji,·o in luxury, and never publish a balance
sheet. 

Mr. CoLLINS: That is not true; prove 
your case. 

Hox. 3-. G. APPEL: Where 1s their 
balance-sheet. then' I rtsked for the balance
sheet of the hig strike in Brisbane, but never 
saw it, nor did anv other member of the 
comn:unity ever sec it. Of course. the leader 
of the GoYernmcnt laughs at my remarks, 
hnt h" is ono of tho men who probably 
hc~nefits b,- the non-publication of that 
br~1ancc-shcct. 

The Pnenr:n : Try and be serious. 

HoK .. J. G. APPEL: I am discussing this 
mattN serious!:, and you know that whrtt I 
am stotinf;( is an absolute fact. I notice 
that tho Treasurer is very optimi•-tic so far 
as tho rPnt•wal of the loans arc concerned. 
I can only hopo that, bv hon0st adminiftra
tion. ther;:-" -.,vill be a restoration of confidence 
in th~ affairs of Qneeml and. As I ha,·e said 
on diffNent occasions, I boliov" that there 
i' no State which has grPatN pot0ntialities 
than Qucon-!and; but then- has never been 
a more inept Administration than that which 
is now administering tho affairs of the 
State. Howeyer, the Financial Statement 
sho\\~s that there· is o cE>rtain amount of 
rC'pf'ntanrf' on th0 nart of tho Govpn1ment. 
I emit,, adrr-it that it \vill l10 a Yorv difficnlt 
maH01~ in Po!r~P of thf' dcnnrtnlf'nts "to rPduce 
exnonrti+nrr. Take tho Homo Department, 
v hi eh is a ([rm•;in([ do>1artment: ,.,-ith the 
nolic-- which hils ]wen adontcd h,. 0ver" 
Administration the r XJWnrlitnrc has Increased. 
I want to rerN to the g-rowth in tlw amount 
of rolicf which is being given. 

The TREIRT:R"R: Do you object t0 that? 

Ho'\ .. T. (;_ APPEL: Th0 maioritc" of the 
nv··n ·who nr0 ree~ivinq roli0f to-dn\~ Clo not 
t ·kt' ir w~llinf>"lv; hnt H'"V llf!Yf' hrf'n rrr1ueerl 
to c:url1 ~ p J<;;;'ition that thc:v hn.Y0 to P k fo1~ 
a.:;;si~bUlCC'. h{\('~:.-ll"C. O\Yl1H{ to the af't;on of 
th0 nrc~·"nt Goynrnn1011t lt is not no' c:.jhlP to 
nbtflln 1,Y0rk. The trmlh]p ·1yn. n nn ~~g-ai11St 
i-: t}r;t tnnn-;hf'rs of th0 Lror;lsbJnrc. \Vho 
s11onld lH~ s.vn1pat11f''"ie y,·ith tlH• 1PV'n:.p1o~n·(L 
fll'fl -rwt HJ. I tak0 it that "''" or" all 

d0~lro11" of s0-0ing- th0 c;·0dit of 
f'.tot0 re,torod. I haY0. no donbt that. 

111 yj0-y (lf th0 fact that co'11r111 .ion is flot 
to he rr''ort-cd to. loan money will be aYail-
nl)1c. E,-cn thon~Ih \\'E' n1av. not with 
tlw policY of tlw GoYernment, we that 
the State is in a secure position as regards 
its assets. vYo maY object to thD Adminiotra
tion, but we know tha.t, if it was a qnestion 
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of the State going down for want of money, 
the rncmben of the community who could 
afford to invest would be preprtrcd to invest 
in Queensland State debentures. I can state 
that for mc·self. I onl.v wish I had con
siderably rnore to inYest in State debentures, 
although I c.annot agree with the financial 
administration of those >Yho are in command 
of the Treasury benches. Our aim and object 
must be to so administer the affairs of the 
State that progree' and financial prosperity 
wrll be brought about. I quite realise that, 
in view of the stringent financial conditions 
the position is a difficult one. I am not 
here to say that, if another Administration 
were in power, there would be no unem
ployed, because even in Yictoria, where they 
have a Nationalist Government--

The l'RniiER : They are in a dreadful 
condition. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: No, they arc not in 
a dreadful condition. 

The PRE1IIER: They have 4,000 unemployed. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: They have :2,000 in 
K cv. South Wales, and I have no doubt 
that in Queensland, with our smaller popu
latron, we have 12,000 also. (Go:v·crnrncnt 
disc.ent.) There arc many ways in which 
econorny m'ight be exercised. 

The PRE~IlER : In what way? 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Wo say that you 
should do without an additional Minister, 
which means an additional expenditure of 
:£35,000 a vear. (Government laughter.) It 
Js all ;·cry well io laugh. 'l'he expense of 
the :Yimes Dc;partment, which is a small 
departnPnt, runs into something like £30,000 
ol' £35,000 per annum. I realise that M·inis
ter'" have no sympathy for the unomploye,l, 

~Ir. COLLIKS: That is not true. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: 'I'hey have m'tde use 
of tht~m. and will continue to rnako use of 
them. Mr. :Yloronoy, the socretarv of the 
Queensland Railwa 1·men's Union s"aid thev 
haYc tasted the po"wer and the ~moluments 
of office, and will era wl in the gutter to 
hold them. They ha,-e no sympathy with 
the unery1ployed on tbe raih,-ays; but mem
bers on this side haYe sympathy with the 
unemployed, and we are de-;irous of fincli1Jg 
a means by which the problem can be coh·ed. 
\Ye are only too anxious to assist the Go
V·ernn1ent, and n1embors on this side ~~rho are 
in a position to giYe employment to n:!ernbcr-s 
of the .community arc only too plca,ed to 
do S<? v>'lth the object uf soh·ing the difliculty. 
particularly at the present timP of the year. 
It does not mattor to hon. gentlemen on the 
Treasury benches whether thoro are from 
1.000 to 5.000 unfortunate men >Yalkin!! about 
the country or in Brisbane, SOlTie o-r thenl 
with famiiics. asking for food or ha,-ing to 
~·o for the relief ''hi eh is doled out to them 
by the Home Department. It cloes not 
appect! to hon. mcwbers opposite. They are 
happy and contented. They arc living in 
lnxnry. They aro en111loying no one; they 
hnYe no taxes to pay. 

'The TREASURER: \Yhat about the slums? 

Ho:.r. J. 
gentleman 
the slums. 

G. APPEL: I dare ,av tho hon. 
is probably interested in some of 

I am not. and noycr have be'-n, 
but probably he is. However, 

[9 p.m.J that is not the point. I am sorry 
the hon. gentleman has inter

jected. I know certain wealthy men who pro-

fe,s Labour politics, and haye a hide like a 
ruttlefi~h, ~,';'ho an? rc·,ponsiblc, and trv to 
put it on "the other fellow." As I have 
a} ready. sai<~ 9? per cent. of thee owners of 
f.1lUllS 1n Bnsoane and oth0r places are 
supportPrs of the Labour party. 

A GOVERXMENT i\1EliTBER: You do not 
believe that. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I do. because I know 
it is a fact. They hide it under their Labour 
politics. 

The' TREAS<iREU: V\'hy don't you make that 
charge outside? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL' Why does not the 
hon. gf:-~ntleman make charges outsjde? He 
charged after the Prince, didn't he? (Loud 
laughter.) I do not blame him for <hat, 
I "as rather pleased to se0 he made su<·h an 
exhibition of loyalty, which quite accorded 
with my own ideas. (Laughter and diso,,dcr.) 
The hon. merr,ber for Bowcn was onlv too 
gl~td to fs'O to the banquet alid lap up c:,,ory
thmg that was to be eaten and drunk there. 
(Renewed dic.order.) I thought the Treasurer 
drd the right thing. I hold him in higher 
ester~rn and think more of hi1n, since he 
exhibited his loyalty on that occasion than I 
did before. But, in other matters', ho is 
only the slave of the caucus and has to do 
what he is toJ.cl. (Government laughter.) I 
notic•· the taxation per hf'JCd of population 
has increased to such an extent that in 1919-
20 it was £14 6s. 10d. It seems a Yery large 
sum. 

The TREASURER: The combined taxation of 
State and Commonwealth is less than tho 
tttxation of Kew Zealand. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The hon. gentleman 
dot's not givP us tho incidence of taxation in 
~ew Zealand. 

Tho TREAS1:HER: I >Yill give it to you. 

Ho:·L J. G. APPEL: I hope the Jron. 
gentleman will before the debate is closed. 
I was dealing with the facts disclosed by his 
Statement that the taxation per capita for 
last financial vcar was £14 6s. 10d. Unfor
tunately, it shows an absolute ineptitude in 
comH,,"tion with tho management of finances 
thrrt the expenditure exceeds that and 
amountJ to th.e sum of £15 10s. 9d. I have 
sat on tho Treasury bunches when hon. 
g-entleLlen "\Yho arc now occup~Ying those 
benches sat on this side of the House. To
day the RaihYav Department is over 
£1.000,000 per anmtlii to the bad. You, Mr. 
Kirwan, >Yill recollect the occasion when you 
stated in oppos1t~on that you knew how 
£500.000 could b<; saved on the annual 
cxpenditnrc of that department. 

J\Ir. F. A. CooPER: vVhat a mean advant
"""! You arc hitting a man when he 1s 
d~wn. 

liox. J. G. APPEL: Ko, I am not. I 
hen e no doubt that if Ministers had taken 
tlw advice of the Chairman in connection 
with tlnt d;cpartmcnt it » ould not have been 
£1.500.000 to tlrc bad, but probd bly £1,500,000 
to thr good. I know the Chairman was 
honest when he stated ihat, because he had 
practical knowledge. I have no doubt }re 
could give particulars of the direction in 
which the money could be saved. The record 
of the caucus party is the same in all the 
_\ustralian States. When tlwy sit in opposi
tion thev object to the expenditure of mem
bers sitting on the other side of the House. 

Hon. J. G. Appel.] 
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?~o sooner do they obtnjn pos~ ;ssion of the 
Trcueury bcnchca than an orgy of expendi
ture takes place-ab. it took place in Queens
land, a{ it is taking place in Ne\v South 
Wales to-day. as it took placG in South Aus
tralia nnrl \Y est ern Australia. But thL'l'G 
comes an enrl. I know if the leader of the 
Government v,ero permitted to exercise his 
j)\\:n di~crr-1-ion 'ho. would not have permitted 
this state of affarrs to have occurre-d. The 
hon. gentleman knov;s there is no royal 
method of finance, but you can arrive at a 
limit of taxation. I tako it from the Trea
surer's .Statement that he realises to-clay he 
has an·n'cJ at a limit of taxatiOn .. a.nd ncnv 
it is a quP-tion of whether hon. gentlemen 
have the courage to 11ursuo a policy by which, 
111 exercising caro in tho finances of the 
State, the\ rr1ay be able to restore our finan
cial credit. In that pamphlet in which he 
was aesoci 1ted ,,-ith the Treasurer, the 
Prcmi,,r stated that household finance is the 
san1e ts public finance-that if a 1nan is in 
receipt of £3 a week and expends £4 a 

he 1S on the roarl to bankruptc". I 
it th:ct the hon. gentlemen who ev;lvecl 
\YCl'G in d-oing so. I only ask 

t,hl'~n to L,? to-da~r and to regulate the 
fmanrc.o 01 tl;c St~te eo that their expenditure 

be w1t.:.un tncn n• ;cn~le. ....\ftPr all is 
aE·d the 1najority of rnmnbers of 

-whatcYcr their 1>olitical 
rr: a,- de-, ire to sec thj_o Sta.t(~ 

progrr,s. It doe.-. not matter what .\.dminis
tration may be in pov.ler, the comn1unit:r has 
t'1 brar the bur<lcn of ta:\:atlon · but tht' 
majorit" of them nsk that the 'affairs of 
Stat_e ehall be honestly carried out and that 
dfic1ency may bo observed in the conduct of 
our affajrs. 

*Mr. KERR (BnoqrtrTrr): I have read the 
Financial Stn_tcment ·delivered by the Trea
surer, and 1 an1 rtnitf' sure from \vha t 
aspect it will he vi0wed bv the people of 
Qucemland. I think it woulcl be an <·xcellent 
thing j-f. the s_a1n~ procedure were adopted in 
con11_0ction. ,-.,.-1th 1t that \Vas 11ursued in con
ncctwn \~·1th the Speech d0livercd by the 
LicutC!Pnt-Govcrnor prior to the last clcc
tion~-if it. were ,•-n-,t all ovPr the C'ountrv. 
I not c p11rticularl:, tho.t in the eecond la;,t 
par,lgrg_ph of tho Fina,ncial Statclfll'nt the 
Tn.'a~ ... Jrf'r usr"> the~e 1\ or{ls-

" I repeat, tcnYcver, that I personally 
have no fears for the future. I am suro 
we will successfully combat temporary 
embarra,sments, and bv the time normal 
conditions again obtain we will haH' 
discovered -within oursc1vts a wider 
sympathy and more eubstantial sclf
noliance than that to which we previously 
had attained." ' 

The sentiment is excellent. Unfortunately 
the old adage. "A Jeopard cannot change hi~ 
spots "-but remains blotched for eYN and of 
the sam•3. pattcrn-ia proved by the rec.ult cf 
the fina.ncmg of the last five months. \Ve have 
seen that for the five months ended 30th 1'\o
vcmbcr th0 <)xpenditnro ox<:ord0d the roYPn1lC 

by £170,760. We find from the Financial State
;nont that the gambling has increased. It 
IS proposed to ~amble durinp,- the present 
financial year with an anticipated revenue 
of £888,257. It is !'>roposed in the face of 
that, to spend £903,702. That alone would 
condemn any financial institution, to say 
nothing of the Gov-;rnn:ent oi Queensland, 
who repreqent a mmority d the electors, 
and we, as representing a majority of the 

[Hon . .!. G. Appel. 

electors, fmd it our duty to stand up and 
c~.::))l'f'~s ,u·_;r opinions on the subject. 

:Mr. RIORDAN: You have only twelve or 
thirteen in your party. 

Mr. KERR: There is more sense in the 
twelve or thirteen members of this party 
than we hear from the w hoie of the other 
side.. Most of the revenue that comes into 
this ;:-rand State of ours is no credit to the 
prc·,ent Government. It cc;mes in in a. 
natural way. It comes in ;n such a way as 
this: Land revenue, including timber royal
tics, stuYey fees, and rents. Then vve have 
mining receipts, rent of leaseholds, coal 
licenses, and ro,:altics. vYe have another 
natural a..-cnuo-our raihvayi'. But we have 
::.n unnat1..1rnJ avenue-income tax, land tax, 
and other tn"'\:0o;;. T\Io t of th(~se thin(J's are 
excessive jn the "\Ya v of taxatlon~so 'exces
sive tha' this Stah 'stands entirely alone in 
the Commonwealth. In fact, our taxation 
under these hea<h is four timn as heavy 
as in one other State in the Commonwealth. 

Mr. GLEDSO:i: Give us some figures. 

l\Ir. IZERR: I \vill give some figures 
1 Thldt \\ill ~.ho-w that t.Lo. poDr '>·'nrking 
JTl.:}n. been 1J'lndicc1 fl·onl onA to 
th{' c iw~· oihcr side, \vho aro fl!Iod up 
\vith the of class consr.iousness, is 
thought a gr'·at deal more of on this side 
of the House than he is on the other. I 
sav vyithout hes!tatjon that I aln going to 
submit. a constructive policy ,-vhich den1ands 
attention at the present moment. If I 
cctnnot put forward a constructive policy, I 
do :nnt intt~nrl to f:ubm1t a dcf:trartin) one. 
I will show how the policy of the Govern
ment is responsible for the unemplovment 
that exists to-clay and for the high co·t of 
li-...ing ,,-hich s0 seriously affects the vYorking 
n1an, whom I represent in a large 1najority. 

J\Ir. COLLIKS: The war harl a destructive 
effect, and that is responsible for the high 
cost of living. 

Ur. KERR: Hon. members opposite took 
no part in the war cxc0pt a destructive part 
in trying to make the Huns successful. Had 
they come forward when they \vere asked to 
a -s'"t, we \\oulcl have been in a better posi
t:on at an earlit-1· ",tage of the war, and our 
p0sition wonld have bPen much better to-clay. 

In rega1'd to the surplus of £26,000 which 
i:~ a l1l'~ed to iYn~t1 p-..j~ted at the end of the 
la.st fi~ancial year, let me remind hon. mem
bers that in 1916-17 there was a deficit of 
£253.493 Ss 10cl.; in 1917-18 there was a 
deficit of £409,451 13s. 5d. ; and in 1918-19 
there was a deficit of £171,988 3s. Of that 
amount the deficit for 1916-17 has been pro
.-ided for, but the deficit for the two suc
ceeding ye.1.rs. amounting to £581.000, has 
not yet been provided for, and I ask, would 
an,~ financial institntion, having pn:vious 
de£1cits amounting to £581,000. say that they 
lmcl a surplu· of £26,000 1 I say that the 
statc1nr:nt is ab3olutely outrageous fron1 a 
con1mon-scns(' Lusincs.s rloint of viow. 

}\lr. F. A. CoOPER: You have got a lot to 
learn yet. 

2\1r. KERR: The hon. member cannot 
teach me anything, although he has been 
here for years and years. 

Mr. F. A. CoOPER: You must be dull if 
you cannot be taught. 
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Mr. KERR: I am not as dull as the hon. 
111en1bcr. I conlEl here to expound a con
structivG policy instead of making a circus 
of myself and tryiug to criticise other people. 
I believe that Queensland has r<~ached the 
present financial c1·isis >Yholly and solely 
because of the stagnation which exists in our 
industries. I notice that an amount of 
£77,128 \vas expended last yc •• r foi' outdoor 
relief. 'That item is going to get a good 
deal of criticism. It is abwlutelv essential 
that, if conditions are to impr-ove, work 
must be provided. 

i\Ir. GLEDSON: Do you know what they 
are paying in -Victoria now? 

l\Ir. KERR: I will show what they are 
pa ing in the hon. mo1nber 1 s district in a 
minute or two, and I will tell him why they 
are paying it. They are paying it because 
the ex1sting industries arc being crippled, 
and I will quote figures to prove my state
ment. If we only had a few more indus
tries, we could absorb in those industries 
men who have no trades and who are out 
of work to-day. On my own employment 
book I have betwef)n sixty-five and seventy
iivo nanlt's of n1en \vho are looking for a 
job. I a1n trying hard, day in, day out, 
from early in the morning until this House 
meets to get those men J oos, but I find I 
am unable to clo so for the reason that the 
industries are being crippkd. I am in 
favour of co-operation at the right time. 
Co-partnership and co-operation are things 
I will expOLmd to this House at the proper 
time. Just uow our industries are in such 
a bad position that they waHt building up, 
and if I had my way I would reduce the 
tax paid by them on a basis to be worked 
out ot· wip~ it out altogether and let money 
come in and create employment. This relief 
would not be necessarY if we had industries. 
People decry the pri,~ate Bmployer. In my 
opinion, (~uoensland is not a country of idle 
Tich. There are no men in Queensland 
going about with their pockets bulging with 
money. Practically every pound Ltat the 
employer has in QL!eensland to-day is put 
out and i:-:J creating employn1ent-creating 
thi11g-; for ('Xport, providing en1p:oyn1ent, 
creating foodstuffs, and decreasing the high 
cost of living. Think of it, you Labour men, 
who stand for the working man, and just 
got awav fron1_ the idea of co1nmunism. 
That is ;:vhat has throttled Russia. That is 
the doctrine of Leninism. 

11r. CoLLINS: He is a greater man than 
you, at any rate. 

Mr. KERR: I do not think he is. 
(Laughter.) Lenin is rr man who has taken 
his country to ruin-Lenin, whom hon. meln
bers opposite hold up as being " 1qan, is the 
man who put into a pool the women-folk of 
Russia. (Government interjection.) 

Mr. COLLINS: Would you stand for a Czar? 

Mr. KERR: I stand not for that sort of 
thing. I ;;tand for a sound and solid policy 
which is not destructive. I want to quote 
figures showing the monthly average num
ber of families-able-bodied men and other 
adults-who were in receipt of relief in the 
metropolitan area in the years given-

" 1916-1917, 54 families (33 able-bodied 
men, 91 adults); 1917-1918, 50 families 
(30 able-bodied men, 90 adults) ; 1918-
1919, 130 families (138 able-bodied men, 

284 adults); 1919-1920, 232 frrmilies (231 
able-bodied men, 503 adults)." 

'\h. COLLT:\S: What arc you trying to 
plcYe>: 

l\Ir. KJ~RR: I am going to prove in a 
few '1iuutcs that this Pxpenditure of money 
thonld nnllCCC:S:"·uy. That the peo1)lc 
l'f'coiYe r:ttions on account of the t2.xation of 
indut.trY. I '.Yill now quote a few Ggures 
relating to country districh, and giving the 
1.umher.:; of persons "Yho received relief-

" Bundaberg, 2,524 residents and 1,162 
travellers (previous year, 416 residents, 
259 travellers); Ingham, 17 residents and 
1,400 travellers (previous year, 165 
tra' ellers); Ipswich, 290 residents and 
1,335 travellers (previous year, 113 resi
d, nts, 810 traveilers)." 

A GovERl-HIE::-.:T 1\fEMBER: \Yhat did the 
Tori cs do for them? 

:Gir. ICERR: \Vo are out to help these 
:rncn and create industries to gi,~c th' rn 
a job. Ko symparh:· is extended to the 
unemployed Oil the other sid,c. I h<tve letters 
in n1y pocket now frorn n1en \Yho have been 
in tho l{aihva:7 Dcpurtn1cmt since 1914, who 
were junior clerks. who h<td pas••,ed the 
cxan1ination and the medical exmnination, 
and were placed on the permanent staff since 
that year. I have letters signed by the 
secretary to the Commissioner for Railways, 
telling then! that they finished on Christmas 
Eve, the 24th Dece;nber. If any member 
wants to seo that letter, I will show him 
one. 

J\1r. COLLINS: You said "letters." 
Mr. KERR : I shall also show him letters. 

These a re some n1ore figures from country 
districts-

" :\1arvborough, 1,120 residents and 
1,314 travellers (previous year, 253 resi
dents, 1,256 travellers); Townsville, 5,539 
n ·.idcnts : nd 56 travellers (previous year, 
1,198 residents, 55 travellers)." 

I am going to prove my point that these 
rations are issued for the re<tson that employ
ment i' not being provided, because of the 
killing of industry. 

J\lr. BHEN::\AN: 'Which industry? 

Mr. KERR : I shall not hesitate to tell 
the hon. member for Toowoomba what it is, 
and I shrdl quote, first of all, a strrtcment by 
his leader-

" \Ve want to have a programme which 
will lead to the utilisation of our raw 
:m,aterial." 

If that is not industry, tell me what is. 
"'ow, I will quote to the hon. member for 
Toovvoomba the things we require, and which 
to-day >vc arc importing, seeing that I have 
been asked for them-

" Preserved fish, meats, milk and 
cream, confectionery, hops, mustard, 
pickles and sauce', coffee and chicory, 
tea, oils, fats, vvaxes, machinery, cement, 
stonevvare, jewellery~ fancy goods, drugs, 
chemicals, ales and beer, tob>tcco, hides, 
copra, apparel, textiles, paints, varnish, 
india-rubber goods, earthen'"' are, china, 
paper, stationer;,·. optiral -snrgjcal instru
ments, and fertilisers." 

And thousands of other things which could 
bo produced and manufactured in Queens
land. 

Mr. GLEDS0:-.1: Is that the ration list you 
are reading out? 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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1\lr. KERR: You will know more about 
the ration list when I have finished. I am 
going to show what this business of a twisted 
idea of socialism on the other side means. 
I firmly believe that members opposite are 
bYistcd. I believe they are leu by one man. 
They ]u, ve no idea whatsoever of their own, 
and, bccal.].so of that, we have a party of 
men with an idea which is misleading the 
conntry and carrying the country on to
ehall I say-practically a.bsolutc ruin. I want 
h tjuotc Knibbs' Bulletin No. GO, page 14, 
d-·tcd ,June, 1920, which is as follows:-

''Jian~tfacturing lndustr,:es-Comparison 
and Progress of Factories, giving 
lT'a(!es and Number of Hanrls 
1'-'l m plo yerl. 

1916. 
Qld. N.S.W. Vio. 

Factories 1,782 5,210 5,413 
Wages £4,181,254 £13,413,845 £11,036,345 
EmployePs 39,983 il6,401 113,834 

1917. 
Factories 1,793 5,356 5,445 
Wages £4,879,940 £14,381,309 £11,833,517 
Employees 40,446 -117,997 116,970 

1918. 
Factories 1.778 5,414 5,627 
\Vages £5,121,188 £14,701,255 £12,502,601 
Employees 40,990 120,554 118.241 

I am going to show the crux of the whole 
thing, and I am going to show that the 
industries of Qu0ensland ha\'8 dropped down 
an abyss. This return shows---

Qld. N.S.W. Vie. 
That in 1917, factories 

incrc:• ·c•d b:. 11 146 32 
That in 1918, factories 

increased by 58 182 
That in 1918, factories 

ckcrcasccl bv 15 
In 1917, amou-nt of wages paid incr0ased 

in Queensland by £G98..686; in New 
South \\'ales, £972,464; in Victoria, 
£797,172. 

In 1918, amount of wagH paid 
in Queensland by £241,248; 
South \Yales, £341,946; in 
£668,084. 

increased 
in New 

Victoria, 

Before I giYc further figures I ,,-,tnt to 
emphasise tho ven· har'h conditions that 
exist in Queenslan':d to-dav in rc()'ard to 
unemployment. I haYo sho;vn that the fac
tories have decreased; I have shown that 
the wages hr.ve dccrca,ccl ir; this Sbte as 
comparPd \vith .increase,, in t.he other State,:. 
In 1917 the additional hands employed iu 
Qu0ensland totalled 463; the additional hands 
employed in New South ·wales totalled 
1,596; and in Victoria, 3,136. In 1918 thev 
incrc-c•sed in Queensland by 544; in Ne\;, 
South \Vales by 2,557; and in Victoria by 
1.271. I say without fPar of contradiction 
that that position of affairs shows that the 
hip:h taxQtion in this Sht<l is retarding 
industry. If wo could onlv o·ct men to come 
along and invc"t in factor.ic~ \Ye would soon 
absorb the unemplovod. Our industries in 
this State should be progressing as we 
require exports and not imports. ' \Ve can 
only export if we are in a pos.ition to com
pete with other countries. and we must 
import those things which ,;e cannot produce 
ourselves. >I will quote now from Knibbs, 

[J1fr. Kerr. 

page 17, Bulletin No. 80, showing the exports 
from different States in Australia. They 
are as follows :-

"14-15 
19-20 

:'-i.S.\Y. 
£ 

28,106,971 
54,698,571 

"EXPORTS. 
Yic. 
£ 

12,349,662 
42,953,749 

Q~d. 
£ 

13,015,484 
14,403,972" 

I wish to mark these figun' with indelible 
ink on the minds of the people of QLlcens
lu nd, and wish to emblazon them on the 
rninds of the Govcrnnu~nt. if tlicir 1ninds 
arc not too full of socialistic ideas; I want 
to point out that these figures show that 
in six vears the increases in the three States 
tneutiofu-..d \\ere os follo\V: -~cw South 
Wales £26.591,600, Victoria .£30,604,087, and 
Quceuslcnd .£1,388,488. \Ve find. as against 
an increase of thirty odd million in one 
State, twenty odd mlllion in another State, 
our exports in QueeH>land increased by just 
OI"Cl' a million. This oosition has been 
brought about by heavy' taxation and the 
damnable Government that conductc our 
afl'airs. The evidcnc-' I have' adduced 1s 
.~uffieient to ccnderr1n any party or any rnen 
conoTcgated totrt~ther for any purpose more
esp;cial1y for the pu_rpo -c 'of gover1~i1Jg a 
vast, lwalthy, an-cl viLrating State like the 
State of Queensland. 

Qut''tion put and passed. 
_\t twenty minute•,, to 10 o'clock, 

The CHAJIDLIO< resumed the chair. 

The Homo resumed. 'The CnAmMA:<r re
ported progre:::;;;, and the Con11nittee obtained 
lNlYO to 'it again on JI,Ionday next. 

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT. 

ARRIVAL OF Hrs EXCELLENCY Sm MATTHEW 
1'\ATHA:<r. 

The PREMIER: I move-That the House, 
at its rising. do adjourn until }1onday next. 

(lu stion put and passed. 

OFFICIALS I::\' PARLIAMENT ACT 
Al\JENDMENT BILL 

RETUR:-iED PRO:\[ CO"CNC'IL. 

The SPEAKER announced tho receipt of 
a n1c';;:,agC' frorn the Council returning this 
Bill w1thout a1:10ndment. 

c\DJO"CRl'\l\oiEKT. 

The PRE:\IIER: I move that tho House 
do now adjourn. In accordDncc "\Vith a 
~uggr .-.tiel fron1 111Prr1bcrs on both sides of 
the J-I ou."!c, ~ 0 shall not 1ncct to-n1orro\V. 
~\linis1 Pr~ desire~ to rncet I-I is Excellency, 
vYho will <Jrri\ ~ in Brisbane to-morro·x, and 
to entm,tain His Excellcnc.'o at Parliament 
House. so that it will be inconvenient for 
thf ·n to mod the House after dinn<'r. An 
ndjournn1cnt over to-Inorro"\V ·will also n1eet 
the conyeniencc of those conntrv 1118n1bcrs 
who dcc,ire to go to their homes. On 
Monday next ,,, e shall go on with the Chil
lagoc and Etheridgc Railways Act Amend
ment Bill and the Loo! Authorities Act 
Amendment Bill. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at fifteen minutes 

to 10 o'clock p.m. 




