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honcurable councillors by the Crown
after nomination by an ¢ val buard;

{¢) The scale of remunerarion, if any,
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ty the generous atiention of hon. members,
and which 1 shall endeavour to di
briefly, and without the slightest trace of
party polities.  (Hesr, hear!) It is over
fifty rears since our charter of government—
the Constitution Act of 1857—became izw.
Cilz a few modifications have besn made
sear, notably the Parliarx
ferendum Act of 1903—I omit refer-
a few minor Aets, The fact that
d!tm,mow have heen made shows
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enough, the framers of it saw the 1
more thay the possibilitv—of ma
tions, for secticn 9 roads—

¢ Notwithstauding anything hereinbe-
fore contained, the Legislature of the
id Colony as constituted by this Ac

shall have full power and authority from
time to fime by any Act or Aets to alter
the provisions or luws for the time being
in force under this Act

or otherwise con-
cerning the Legisiative Council, and to
provide for the nomination or clec-

tion™
I will try and show later on that those words
“for the nomination or election” implv that
vou can have either method, and possibly a
nombmatlon of both—

“of another Legislative Council to cen-
sist respectively of such members to be
appointed or elected respectively by such
peison or persons and in such manner
as by such Act or Acts shall be deter-

That sh of cur Consti-

- the pwesibility

hows= that the framers
totion had in view not mevcel:
but cven the necessity for subsequent sub-
stantial modifica Probably, no miothod
of government is ideal, not even the \n iet
Government ; nov, if it weve ideal, could 1t
remain so for half a century. \o g m i3
fO!)]Ap]‘COf, or burglar-procf, or time-proct.
ing of time makes ancient good
Fven where any svstem lbas been

1

wntruth.”

so dovised us fo be almost avtomatic in its
operation and quite above human freilties
and pa politics nmeltho ess it cannct be

procf against the shocks of time and circum-

stance. The lapse of years brings new duties
and new occasions. 'The Pritish Coz
tion itzelf, with its Cabinet system

not have survived a quarter of a ce
it had not been unwritten, and th
elastic. It has been maintained so long only

Hon. E. W. H. Fowles.]
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:‘dL{SQ it has been changing continually.
( nder our own written Constitution, Queens-
d has grown from almost nothing to be
a Queen State; but to-day the circumstances
are o unique as to dem nand an inquiry as
to whether the machinery of Parliament in
it: present form has not re‘lllv outlived its
‘n=efulne At all events, it invites the closest
section and revision. It 1s comparatively
frame a paper Constitution, and to
st on having o L]:'(‘Cl(s and balances
ch other \tarb of the Fpire have found

pat

to be =0 essential; but it is a vastly different
rhing and not h,lf so easy to dip into the
future and draft a Constitution that will fit

the political growth of the next qu“\tm of
ury. Nor cen s 101‘ ot that the Conu-
caith Con-titution =1 may soon be
in the melting pot, or, a‘r all events, may
undergo scveral substantial amendments.
There is now a clamour for new States
what the northern part of
Jes may  uot, in the
separate  SBiate?
Hon., 3, Curti
¥ separaiion in Quee
not knew how many \cus RO, MG
e role of ambassador for a tripar-
ion  of QU(’CM':ldhd into  North,
arrd South, so that at Jast the Contre
\orth mm geot fmlcv consideration
needs? T nour abroad
Stat There is ) izsistence thab
' very near future larger powers shall
he Federal Parliament, There
rh‘nmf1 Wok at it as we may—in the
ctmn of w ion, whereby the powers

Who knows but
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South ¥
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fica

of the States may be w xn“‘oJ away m”ml wo
b o Iittl 10re zlorified local
o ties, and wherssby the suprome power

an:d the supreme ~itiny in almest eve
ent shall reside in the Federal Par-

ﬂ“fl not in the verious State Dn‘

are, morecy the mands

Pacific that have comoe fo us &% o
> from the war, and thore is the very
ion of a whole eontinent, nearly
Turope, peopled by scattered
with a al population less
of Londen, and coverncd at the
. br no less than 698 members of

aner 698 members of Parlia-
for Lovden! Tt is indeed
to note how large is the
neee to rule Aus-

or woll,
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Nl the Assemb
Tae Szf“.zn'r,w*f TOR RITNES:
suv what the limit rhould be.

do not

You

1o W, FOWLES: I will sav in

a minute oy two what 1 hm‘oh T propose
in the sumber of members. I have hero a
able showing the number of legislators on
wst, 1920, in the Commonwealth. The

in the various Upper Houses, as I

Commonwealth

68; Victoria.
Australia, 20,
total

call them, are—the
m*m*e 36: New South Wales
3% Queensland. 64; South
Western Australia, 30 Tasmania, 18—a
of 270.

THomn.

K W. H. Fowles.
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The QFCRETARY ror MINES:
neat for abolition.

Hox. E. W, H. FOWLES: The numbers
of members in the Lower Houses ave—Com-

That 15 a good

monwealth, 75; New South Wales, 90; Vie-
toria, 65; Queensland, 72; Seuth Australia,
46 Western Anst a, 50; Tusmania, 30—

a total of 423, or a tetal of 695 members of

Parfiament to govern Au u‘ul:a
that the taxpavers arc

may say. for the in;ounar;m\

temen who o not

res, thai the 2 cost
I do not refer all to the Govo TIOTS
establishmen for the Commonwealth of
! is no less than £436,000 per annum,

J. Leany: Do you - £456,000

or in cost?

. H. FOWLES: The damage is
T refrein from touching on
finances, which would ke a very
d inr ressen for refraining
; on chat subject is that 1t would
I do net discass
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mvon certain fa cts, one
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it hos vorked s unaccount-

able well in f.mmmm parts of ’r"xo British
ke 1‘cfﬂc'r he reason
m'nd

in DUN - e f
Much depends on ﬂ’m
The advorates of a lifs
abhout as perfeet o
1d. but i has not vorked

it

s, There are various alter-
to tenure, ond one of those
tHves is to fix the fenure af three

A A three vears’ tenure would probhably
be considered by most members tco chort, as
it would conduce to_the introduction of that
hurly-burly in polities which we get in the
T.egislative Assembly. Under such a tenure
there would also be a lack of continuitr in
policies, something like that which we find
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in the United States, where no sooner is one
President elected than they get ready for a
future presi dcntlal campaign. The tenure of
members of the Legislative Counml is  six
in Victoria, six years in Scuth Aus-
Most of
members  of those Councils hold their
itions for six vears, and somc of them
d their positions for more than a
quarter of a contury. The term of six years
various considerations to recommend

tralia, and six years in Tasmania,
the

(e consideration is that o term of six vears
would carry the members over two Parlia-
wents, Sovﬂn vears might be a better term.,

a¢ that would prevent the clashing of clee-
ns for the Assembly and for the Legisla-
Counell. Tt iz possible that some mem-
may advoecate that the term durine
members of Lh(f‘ Council should hold
heuld b“ fixed at nine years. At any
it is obvious ‘rhn fixing a t(\ 1 during
vhich members should bold their seats in
the Council would have advuntages over o

iife system. The arguments in favour of
fixing a term need not be rocap.‘rulafﬂd as
they arve s+t out in Todd’s * Parliamentary
Government,” and other books on the con-

stituticn of Parliament.

© agspest of the question raised by

the reduction in the number

of the Couneil to a fixed maxi-

t should that fixed maximum be?

comes aw a startling fact to us
in o its L ver

The nex

House has
nombers as Y 1"'0 and West
pu together, and fourteon more

Awstralia and Western Australia

It has also just about the sama

{ rmembers as there are in the
Councils  of South ,\as‘lahu
Austrelis, and  Tasmania ecombined.

those figurcs show that the present
) v when we should consider the ques-
tion of reduc ing the number of members in
the (gnux n=land Lv:, stative (suncil.  When
Federation took place we did not reduce
naber

the of our members, though most
of the otheor States in the Commonwealth
did redice their numbers. It is quite certain
that if we have no limit to the number of
members, therce is alwazs the possibility that
such  a  position may mvolve trouble and
isaster. In (anada, where there arc ninety-

six members of the Senate, and where the
members are appointed for life, care is taken
that the numerical 191’)1'(\:01’11‘%‘5"0n of the
different provinces ‘s] 11 be well safeguarded.
In the Dominion of Canada swamping is, of
course, unknown., My suggestion is that
there should be thirt "o members in ocur
Legislative Council, and that twentv-four,
which number is equal to one-third of the
nresent num‘.:or of memhbers in the Assembly,
&mr‘d be elected, and the rest should be
neminated,  They shenld heold their seats
for a fixed term of six zears, and twelve of
the electnd rembers should retire every three
ve Falf of the eight nominated members
also retire everv three years, and be
inated.  Such an arrangement would

anv  swamping  of  the  Council
even if we had not the Parlia-
What,
my proposal for the election of the
ntv-four elected mombers of the Tegisla-
« Clouneil ? Three questions might arise in
connection with this aspect of the subiect—
h ke elected? who sre to be

cnwlld
Ter
render

the elestor=? and what is to be the franchise?
This is seavecely the placs for a  discussion
on the volstive merits of elected and nomi-

[1 DECEMBER. ]
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nated members. That matter is fully dis-
cussed in 'Iodd ¢ volume eon ** Parliamentary
Government.”  Generally, T may say lt is
admitted that the clected system has advan-
t .gos over the nominated system; but neither
the elected system by J‘r%lf nor the nomi-
nated system by itself i3 a perfect system.
must be a combination of the two
in order to aveid the abuse of
Supposing wo had a purely elective
what might be the resuit?  Consider
tion of the eclested Senate of the
the present time, whers
Nationalists and only
Such a position is «

Commonwealth at
there are thirty-five
member.

one Labour

comedy.
Hon. 1. It is a trageds.

BS:

for L\mt

It is obviously
a1

Hox.

; poor

iz almo:t an ible instance of what may

come I pPass 1")(\ o purely clective oy,

I ‘srm; v that thewre is nothing betfer in
»r]d fon the hallot-box and & purely

Butf. as T have shown, undm’
e : n you may have thir
Z\,mum’x"‘m and onls one Labour me:
returred, when probably twenty fo sixtecn
would b about the right pro];muon for
the vepresentation of those two pavties. T_nc
Federal Constitufl was so framed by its
covs that it was intended to provide thet
wore should be equal representation for the
different States in the Common Ith, 1»1*
notwithstanding that fact th ate has
become mercly a machine for party politics.
The members of the Senate simply draw their
exlapies and incresse the heavy  finaneirl
burdens placed on the Conmonwealth., I
the fi maximum  for this Couneil
thirtv-two members, 1 would suggest
twentv-four of those memhers, tl
numier ejqusl to one-thivd of the
number of members in fhe As embly,
be elected, and that half of them
tire overy three w=ars. Then it may well
asked, how should those vwenty-four memn-

1

e

vere

that

be elected? Having regard to the
(‘\nonumo of othor parts of the British
Bmpire, one sugge n is that North Queens-
land should elect six members, Central
Queensland  cight members, and. Southern
Cueensland ten members.  An all otmept made

11 that manaer would 10 in accors} with the
practice which prevails in at least five mm_\r
States of the Commonsvealth., In Victoria
they have thir e wemb in the Upper
House. and they divide the whele State into
enteen  double-barrelled electorates, each
o¢ which retwrns two members to the Legis
lative Council. In &ourh Austrelia the whole
I r_’li'ml}u into five districts, one re-
and each of the others
four  members to  the Council.
Australia 1s divided into ten pro-
hvich returns three members
to the Council. In Tasmania, where the con-
ditions are furthest away from the conditions
which prevail in Quecnsiand, there are fntopn
eloctoral  distrie Three members  av
elocted for the HoL’u‘r district, two for tHe
Iaunceston -listrici, and one for ecach of the
other distri There is a fourth alterna-
tive in this muatier, and that fourth alterna-

tive [ submit for the special attentir‘niof
dis-

haz hee
and has

members of this amber. Tt
cussed In varvious quAarser
a good deal of ronsiderativn.

1 suppose, are aware that if
good deal of con demt.o‘l ﬂt the present
time. The fourth alrernative is to allow the

smbly of the day to appoint

Hon. BE. W. H. Fouwles.]
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vs of the Council, If theve are tx
four elected memives in the Counc
urater that the L Tative
i elect 1 clve  members  fo
of  w iwumber  who
~ould he done in another

IR
SR Ea Y

retive.
place by pre-
ferential ballot, or it could be done by open

ballot; or. still betrer, 1t could be done by
appor fioni to each pauv in the Assembly
the nwunber of represeutatives in the Council
it would deserve according to the votes
polled at the preceding general
[5 p.m.] election. That would ensure 2
rapid, direct, inexpensive method,
and a method that v culd give cxactly a 1ehex
of the current opinion of the people at th
polls, They would be as truly 1ep1esentat1ve
of the community of Queonsland at the
time as any postible method of election could
male them. At all events, submit that
it 13 very well worth considering. It may
be said, of course, that such a method might
lead to the appomtmnnt in a wholesale man-
ner of “rejects.” and to the finding of easy
=5 for disappointed favourites. It may
said that abuses would creep in under
system, At all events, it would be a
and in time the intel-

that
direct and easy way.
ligence and honesty of the other place would

be quite equal to the intelligence and
honesty  of any place in the British
Pominions, and they would choose the very
best men. 1 would like to rofer specially
to pages 706 and 707 of “ Todd,” and to a
spiendid paper published some time ago by
Mr. J. E Fitzzerald, C.31G., Comptroller
and  Auditor-General, New Acaland, who
points out exactly the trpe of man most
likely to be appointed and to do most credit
to the country. At all events, a suggestion

(=

such as that would do away with the anomaly
we 11&\'

at present in the other House—
se having the fewer number of votes
larger nnmbm of cmbers in the
Assembly. Incidentally, T might be allowed
to point out that that has been automati-

cally corvrected under Denmark’s new dual
electoral  svstem—a  Jandmark in political
progress—which I commend to hon, gentle-

men. It is described in full in “ Current
Tistory ”” for August, 1920, pages 884 to 886,
The plan there 13 for supplementary man-
dates for distribution to the parties which
may not have obfained & just proportion
of representation, and automatically the law
takes the distribution of scats right out of
the hands of political partics.  If clection
under a general voters” roll is to be pre
ferred to thdt we may well inquire who are
to be the electors and what ‘s to be the
franchise. Is it to be age, residence, mar-

riage, property. profession, or what? After
a survey of the qualifications in all the
British Dominions, one would sugg

following as being worth co ation as a

basis for the franchis irst, British
suhjeo:; of either sex: secondly, over the
age of thirty, or marriage. I fird in a
number of places that thivty is the age. A
person who iz wnmmarricd, under the age of
thirty. would not have a vote. Third, vesi-
dence in the State for flu~ cars.  Or there
could be a_ ratepayers qualification; eor
and T put this in with a cood deal of hes
tati a  professional quﬂf‘ca’rmn T put
that in beecauso 1 was surprised to find out
in how manyx countries of the world theve
was a professional qualification. In Victoria.
Ta West  Australia.  and  Sourh
Ausrralia there is a ional qualifica-
tion—members of es, members of

WHon. E. W. H. Fowles.

Constitution of Council,

the medical profession—it I+ft out members
Fothe ey ai profession. At all events, the
for mewbership might well

i staved  age or residence  limit,
sipiy wie residence i oa State for at

I'LL‘\A Ii\l“‘ years l\ llP(‘L‘ e EOI'C one r
gets a grip of the polities and the nece
ol tno (")‘dhfl}.

Hon. P. J. Leaay: Would you have
candidates’ examination for members

any

ilox. B, W. H. FOWLKES: That might be
too searching. The fourth suggestion is that
the appointment of the eight nJLmbeLs should

be b: the Crown after nowminatien by an
clectoval board. 1 was speaking the other
day to a gentleman who, 1 suppose, has

had wmore to do with the Labour movement
in ueensland than any other gentleman,
and he gave it as his opinion that, if there
were one system worse than another, it was
the elective system, and 1f there were one
system better than another, it was the
nominative system—

Hon. P J. Leany: Do not give his name,
buauw he will have direct aLthn applied
to him.

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: Because, under
the elective system, the crowd might call
for Barabbas. We come to the point of the
appointient of the one- fourth by the Crown
aiter nomination by an electoral board. It
might not be exacily fair to throw all the
onus of appointment on to His Excellency
the Governor—and by His Excellency the
Governcr 1 do not mean the Governor in
Council, but Hix Hxeellency himself. 1%
would be unfair to throw all the onus of
appointment upon him. So the suggestion

comes that there be an electoral board to
rominate ten or a dozen, and that the

Governor should choose out of that number
eizht members to be appointed. Such a
safeguard is chyviousty needed, aud is much
mo[ ble to the leaky safety-valve of an
indefinite meximam. The question arises,
Who would be the electoral board? It is
suogosted that it might comsist of seven
person= quite apart flom party politic: who
have lived long enough in the State—fifteen
w t“em‘ year~—to  know intimately the
nes wl: of the State. and who, by their office
or their personal character, or their stake
in the countre, would be akle ro make a
very fair cholce.

Hon, P. J. Lramy:
themselves,

Hex. BE. W. H. FOWLES: They might
oven do that. It is «difficult ai this stage to
rest who the seven members of an clec-
toral board would be; but they m'rrht con-
ceivably include the "Chief Justice of the
day, the Chancellor or Viee-Chancellor of
the Universitv. the president of the Local

They might nominate

Authorities” Association——
Hou, P, J. Irauv: Nor under tbe new
conditions,

Men who are
in the com-
not merely
Queensland,
The
bodies

Hox., E. W. ¥, FOWLES:
representative of lavge classe
munity. and who have an ¢
for ueen or any other street in
but for every part of Queensiand.
presidents of large and vesponsible

might well be included in such an chwioval
board. At all events, the du f that board
would be to sclect ten or a dozen, and of

His Excelleney the Governor to choose from
the larger number the cight members neces-
sary to complete the h,f‘il There are cer-
tain details which might easily be filled in.
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The Crown weuld fill all interim vacancies,
and those nominated would hold office onls
for the

unexpired balance of the term. I
have not discussed so far the question of
remuneration—vhether at a fixed rate pu‘

ting—hoth of
different parts—

year or at a
which

fixes ratc per
methods obtain in

or payment at the rate of half the sum
drawn by members of the Assembly.
Hon. P. J. iE\Jl‘l I am not in favour of

any ab all; but why half the sum?

Hox., B. W. H. FO‘.VLES: Of course, we
arve doing twice as good work as members
in the other place; but it is supposed that
this Council i1s working onlv six months in
the year and members in another place are
suppesed to bo working all the year. The
gencral rule in other parts of the Dritish
Dominions is that the remuneration for the
Tpper House rhould Dbe considerably lower
than the remuneration for the .Assembly.

Hon. P. J. Leany: Do you not think virtue
should be its own reward in the country?

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLHES: I might point
eut here that the members of the Senate in
the Commonwealth receive £1,000. Payment
of members was Introduced in 1901. The
members of the Upper House in New South
Wales do not receive anvthing. Tn Victoria
they recetved £300 a year from 1870 to 1880.
In Queensland, as overvone knows, there is
no remuaneration-—at least evervone does not

know that. It was only when the last
campaign  for abolition was before the
country that it was brought home to thous-

that this
wvears for

ands of people in Qucu sland
Council had worked for _fifty
nothing. In South Australia the
tion is £200. and that has been paid since
1887 In Western Australia the remunera-
tion £400. Tr was s at the beginning,
but payvment of members has been in vogue
there sinee 1900, In Tasmania the remun-
eration of the Upper House is £300. and

that has been in vogne since 1880. 1 might
here mention the final figures with regard
to the abolition vote which was taken on
5th May, 1917, Thex appear in  the
“ Gazette” of 10th October, 1817, No. 146—
Against abolition 179,105
For abolition 116,196

Majority in favour of retaining

this Council in some form

or other . 62,909 7’
We mayv take it the people of Queensland
desire to have the bicameral system.  1If the
question were put to them of an elective
Chamber instead of the present, I do not
know whether they “ould noi choose the
eloctive.  However, that is uncertain. We
do not know what they would do in the
matter. At all events, they oxpressed most
emphatically their endorsement of this Coun-
¢il as it stood in 1917. That is why, in the
motion, I have not suggested the abolition
of the Council. This Council responds a
once to the wishes of the country in import-
ant matters such as that, and no one now
would suggest its abolition if there were
other methods by which its usefulness might
be maintained in all its fullness, without
impairing it in any way. This motion itself
1 submit to the generous attention of hon.
'S, If ]m&'od on the voices or
adjourned for discussion on some future date,
it does not, of course, commit the Council
to anything more than an expression of
opinion, nor are the various suggestions that
have been made anything more than sugges-
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tions,  The committee, if appointed—and I
suggest that this question might be removed
cuite high above party volities, and thag
unless we deal with it socn, 1t anay  be
forced upon us—rhould boe Sclecs Com-
mittee whose dutr would be rather to gather

information and fi submit any
castiron recommenda his Council. 1t
would remain for the (,,ouncll ]atm to discuss
the whole basis of reconstitution., and still
later for Parliament to legislate accordingly.
One facr, however, is certain—that the present
extraordinary position canunot continue with-
out increasing detriment to the whole com-
munity. (IIear, hear!) The more efficient
our sistem  of government is the more
quickly will Queensland be rescued {from her
present time of tribulation.

I have spoken vers briefly,
the matter calls for brevity
there is so much that inight be said in
dealin vith a question like this that one
hardly knows where either to begin or to
stop. I huve chosen for mention the salient
features, the suggestions that have been made
in the motion itself, and I commend the
motion to the generous discussion and recep-
tion of hon. membenrs.

The STECRETARY FOR MINES: I do
net rise to support the motion moved by the
ITon. Mr. FFowles. If the motion means any-
thir it means certainly the amendment of
the Constitution, snd the motive for mwoving
the motion——

Hon. P, J.
attribute motives.
he SECRETARY FOR MINES: Wait
till I finish. The motive 1s expr d in the
motion—that is, to gain an expression of
oninion from this (ouncil, although it does
not necessarily follow that the Government of
the day would tﬁ{(‘ it as an instruction to
amoend the Constitution in the way suggested.
T take it that, if the Constitution is to be
unmndcd to  bring about parllamcentary

eform, or to alter the system of govern-
ment from the bicameral system to the uni-
cameral systern, the initiative will be taken
by the Government without any instruction
from this Chamicr. (Ilear, hear!) The
hon. wember has dealt with the motion at
Vm').‘ at length in a well prepared and
11 “delivered dispassionate  epeech. I
followor. him carefully, and I do not agree
with mwany  of his  arguments. I do
agree that some parliamentary reform in
Australia i absolutely necessary. 1 have
ha hesitation in saving that I believe that
in Australia we are overgoverned, and that

not because
but because

LiaHy: You should not

I am a unificationist. T believe we should
have one National Parliament, but I do

not agree with some of the suggestions that
have been made. I believe 1n a proper
syetem of unification.

The hon. member spoke of the large
majority of electors who recently voted
aga the abolition of the Leg Iative Cloun-

cil,  That m

he so: it is pasi histor
referendum as taken under conditions
rather adverse to the abolition movement,
but it does not follow that tho peeple, 1f
another opportunity were given to them,
5 au,d vote again in the way thoy did three
years ago. Personal bave advocs
in this (ndml*cr the inifiative and referen-
dum as the right means for securing parlia-

tary refmm I am a firm believer in that

ey
principle, and I think that the hon. mem-
ber’s motion would have received hotter

Council than i= likely to

[Hon. 4. J. Jones

treatment in this
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to it if he had moved in that
belicve we do reqa*x‘ pariia-
reforry. I am pleased that the
mber admitted that we 1«\111110(1 nOIme

be accorded
direction. I
mer
h(m.

<

reforn aml that he allv  admitted
that t. Chariber is Sary-—at any
rate, as at present (‘0115t,tuwu. in ny

opinion he put up a_splendid argament in
He muay bave said that
certain  number of members
ieular franchise—with which
a certain number
o hut his best argu-
his ("hamber as atr prerent
. It 12 not a refiex of
the Conscrvative party
power in the Legislative Assambly
majority here, and nov en

¢ in power there, we
that we c¢annot
tax of the

favour of ﬂLullr o1
we

need  a

b ad

a i

You

would be

LT
Oupv

MINES: No. I

ROt Col propaved speech,
as did the just fol-
lowed 11?» ly. His
speech  wus 35 ) hed no

but i is a Hrtie bit 01 iting

i : the financial
words—

of the fmlhu wet that th

¢
1

condition of the State

thL

SO0
COLLe

inton

N Y
stiture

improve
nees. cven
admit—that

did wmot puk

FOR AMINES:
hand the hon. mer
wish to introduze pd1tv
°or In any way to the
positicn of this Govern-

politivs, or to ¢
scerious  financial
ment.”’

Hon. K. W. Ii
sericus, Is it not?
SECRETARY
not.  Unfortanately, we have too many
sons sounding th pessimistic note,
saying that Quecusland is in a s ricus finan.
Olu] conditivn,  The “(‘oulie"’ and the
ily Mail” in their leading avticles, and
on every page of their papers, with big
headiines, are trying to stamped: momber:
of the Assembly into a belief that the Go-
vermumens are in a sevious condition. It is
t}“ue—mul I dare say we can discuss the ques-
tion on thiz motion, because the hon. memoer
raises it—that the Plemmr tried to raise a

Fowres: It 1= preuty

The FOR MINES: It is
per-

and

fevs millivn pound: by way of loan in
, ! .

London for cortain spocific purposss. and

it is also true that he was unsuccessful: and

it is plobabl\ true that the (;.ow‘ nment have

to reduce the amount of loan ov)cndh
L were spending  at

3 of s like  £4.000.600

£5.000,000 on nngdfu[ ]mbhﬂ works

are just as needful to ds but the fact of

the Government reducing their loan expendi-

ture from £4,000.000 to £3,000.000 neceisi-
tates, in o the curtailment of
certain works. on this subject, T

would likc 10.say that I am one of those who

[Hon. 4. 7. Jones.

[COUNCIL.]

Constitutson of Council,

beliave that it iz a sound prineiple for sny
Government to borl yw money for reproduc-

tive works, a‘)( I beliove that in \)Joone land
ve are in such a 1)0\.L10’1 that we want a
few million pounds of losy money ‘u reqd
on nesdful reproducti . I think it
would he a good thing if we had the
£3.000,000 or £4.000,000 to go on with the
iron and steel works, bui we kiiow they

have to be held over until we @et the nec
v money. Than we want £3.00 0.000 or
000 to develop the schome of railway

Dawson and the Upper
In all v waunted abont
$C tnmos

thit weo could do th
3 n on the land
i sc that

there would be 1o vuemploved to-day.  If
we trace the thing righy de e ToOL
of the evil, we find ir fact that

netralia’s who did for the

ot ?

trouhle and
HONCY.

peri tod of
amournt of
LY‘AHY: Who i+ denving it?
CRETARY FOR MINEH: The
mber adinitted that he was one whe
ronsible in that conncetion.

PoJ. Leanvy:
ng of the kind. i
verminent de not do thes t}
Federal woney, and v (XO\CIT ment
only agents for the Federal Governmnt,
SHORETARY FOR MINES: I
to point out that the Govermment are ne
in a very sericus coxdition.

T.on . J. Leativ: Kvervhody

th'\

npire du

I did not admit any-
ny

igs.

axre

The 5

knows you

n
e measnred
opporrunities and

SEOUTCEN,
no-sihilities for

level opmont but. unfortunately, we 1
gentlomen Jike the hon. member sf riking
b © note snd giving Queensland

We have no mone; are
All we have done is to redure
iditure, which has bewn done
rernments,  The hou. member
. that this is an oppor-
stampede a fow mem-

our loan

evpen
by previous Gov
and lus friends ti
tune time to tyy to
bers of Parliswment.
ITon. P. J. LraHy:
to the motion?
lh SECRETARY FOR :
to the motien. It deals with the
serious condition of the State finances.
the coundi-

Why do

J]“‘T

Hon P. T Lyamy: Well, isn't
tion i ?

[5. 30 p.i]

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We
have reduced loan expenditure.

Hen, P. J. Leany: Then, why do you
wantonly apypls force to get a lean?

The SE(“ETARY FTOR MINES: Before
the hon. gentleman came in I said that to
develop Qur,uslzmd we want many millions
of loan mone: In my opinion, we want

£10,000.600 or £12. 006,000 for certain worlks,
in order to develop our natural vesources so
that thev will beecme profitable. If we do
that. I believe we shall become a lending
ccuntry instead of a borrowing country.

Hon. P. J. Lmauy: Don’t vou know we
are losing money on every £100 we borrow?
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The SECRETARY FOR MINES. I think
it is good business to borrow money at 4 per
cent. or & per cent. and spend 1t on ltploduc—
tive works

The Tm"’SfDT"?G CHATRMAN : Order!
T wounld ¢ the hon. gentleman’s attention
to the ‘a(’t th . whilst he is perfeeily in
crder in casually referring to thes: matters,
he will not be in order in openi them up
as length and in detail. It T allow him to
olsborate the argument. later on I shali
have tn allow the same privilege to hon.
mombers on the other side of the Chamber.

The SECRET
to wour rulis
the g\,art
ma A

: bow
to quote
fcrri;'z to this
first read the motion on
my mind I accused
putting these words

Pay—

he n‘(,‘r,lon v
t Vhen 1
the »w,mu s
the hon. gentl»man of
in with an ulterior moti

“In view of the further fsct that the
csont sevious condition of the State
e: compels the moest earnest con-
sideration of le

or, in

1 Wiv was of opinion, when T first read
these words, that the hen. gentleman had put

them in so that he might discuss the financial
sition of the Government.

Hon. K. W. H. Fowrrs: Not at all
RETARY FOR JMINES

ong. The hon. gentleman’s
him completely.

T admit
speech

It was a

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: These
7 mnollcc’ nie to malke some reference
sition of the (fovernment.
ms nggested 8 very narrow
he would not give any un-

slative

for a member

™

of the Ing

That is very nearly as objretionable
he pm] erty franchise, Well, we on this
and for a broad franchise—one adult

one vote,

Hon., . J. Lrany: Do

Ton vou stand for
majority rule?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
tainly.

Hon. . J. Lwany: Then, why don’t vou
act on {t?

The SEO TAT?V FOR MINES: When
the Hon. ‘11' Fowles was ﬁponkin;: the hon,
gentleman raised t nestion by interjee-
tion, and I will d ¥ fh it presently.  The
Hon, Mr. Forles -u:z"tod 4 very narrow

franchize.
G

Fon veral

dera-

: Tt was one of
advanced for cons

The TTARY FOR
surprized .f}mi. when he “was sugg
reform of *the Council. he did not propose
that the franchise should be on the basis of
one aduit one vote. By proposing to exclude
all unmarried persons nnder thirty vears of
age. those persons would either have to get
married when thev reached the agn of thirty
yvears ov be disfranchised.

J. LEATY:
vou  could

I was

MINES:

Wouldn’t it be a good
comral  them to get

FOR MINES:
,mn. gmxﬂomnn proposed to intro-
fessional qualification. - That means

Then,
again,
duce a 1
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that University professors and students would
have a vota.

Hon. P. J.
principle now?
ticians.

The SECRET ARY FOR MINES: Just so,
but the hon. gentleman did not mean that.
He knows as Weh as 1 do that many me
who give their lives to study a prof7 ion
take no inferest »\hﬁ‘((‘"er in politics. A few
of them who avre inclined that way may take
an interest, but a great many medical stu-

z medical men, geologists. and other
have no polities at oll, and they
arve not students of political economy. Vet
the hon. gentlem=u would give such men a
and probably deny it to a =uccessful
1638 1 oF A successful working man
under the age of thirty vears, though the one
13 ]ust as mwmlt(m* to the community as

that
poli-

Lrswy .
We

Haven't we got
have professional

the other. By experience that a great
many }'n'ofos‘\mnal men have no fixed poli-
teal views.

Fon. E. W. H. Fowres: It is a very

frequent qualificstion.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: In
Ameriea one great man xefo to this
cl who are kno\\n as ““ Mugwumps,” as
;)(\rmm who arc edveated bevond their intel-
icct, On the other han([ a man may have a
lot of 1ility but his early education has been
neglocted, ared the hon. gentleman proposo:

At

man uld be disfranchised,
Hon. P. 7. Lrauv:
sartls be disfranct

e would not neces

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: On the
other hand, a professional man is to have a
vote although he may have no knowledge of
ihe requirements of the countiy. and is not
able to foi any idess for the befterment
of the socizl or ecconomic condition of the
people. T ceuret follow the hon. gentleman
over the whele of his speech, but he stated
that in Ou rd we have the majority of

fu(‘ olect

woiiing one way and body of
roprosentatives forming a majority

embly leoking the other way.

P. J. LEsany: That is quite true.
SECRETARY F¥FOR MINES: The
ntlemar stated that we are a min-

ority Government.
Hon. P. J. Leanv: Fveryone knows that
that is so. There was a majority of 20,000
against you.
The SECRETARY

FOR
on. gentleman knows that there is a great
icul In common between the Labour party
and the Farmer’s party, who were elected
auite apart from the National party. Their
policy is much nearcr to that of the Labour
party than to the policyr of the National
party.

MINES:

The

Hon. P. J. Lrauy: Then, how is it that
thev are voting practically against the
overnment in  cve divigion in the

mbly

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: This is
how the people voted at the last general
clectior

Votea.

“ Tabour 157,113
Taries (National party) 80.981
scurtry party 43,957

- Country p(u’tv 22,967

party 9,217

fr"m‘ :1-T.abour . . 7.076

1 ’:opmmm“t Country party 6,75
2147
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There may be a few votes to be added since
that return was compiled, but I think the
ater figures slightly improved the position
of the Labour parry. In any case, T will
place the official figures before the Council.
Wil the hon, yonllcmﬂn tell me that, had
thefe been a straightout contest hetween the
Nationa! party—or the old Conservative

by—and  the Tabour party, that the
v party would not have had an over-
Iming majority?

Tion. P. J. LesHY: You would have been
worse off than you are now, and you know
il, too.

SECRETARY
gentleman knows
would like to see

votes counted.

Hon. P. J. Lmamy:
them counted, too.

The SECRETARY

FOR
better
some

MINES: The
than that. I
of the secondary

I would like to see

FOR MINES: The
Hon. Mr. Fowles also made some reference
to the constitution of the various Houses of
Parliament throughout the Commonwealth.
Among others, ho referred to the Senate.
The condition of that House was brought
about at the last Federal elections by the
Prime Minister. T admit that there arve
anomalies in connection with our elections,
because there are anomalies in connection
with all o ng methods of electing mem-
bers of Parliament. Some of those anoma-
lies cannot be avoided unless the hon. gentle-
man proposes a scheme that will give, in
a sparsely-populated country like Queensland,
the city of Brisbane and the other cities
in the State greater representation than is
given to the people in the country.

Hon. P. J. Trany: Isn't that democracy?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I do
not think that the whole of the represen-
tation should be centred in the cities.

Hon, . J. Lesauy: Vour party stand for
one adult one vote, and one vote ene »:']ue.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The

Premier has stated in the

hen the time comes,

tribution of secats,
Hon. P.

Assembly  that.
there will be a redis-

J. LEsuy: When will the tims
come ?
. Hon. W. . Deyaxe: When he thinks
t.
Hon. E. W. H. Fowres: When he takes a

The SECRETARY FOR MINES

A redis-

tribution of seats is never carried out
immediately after a general election, and
there is a very good reason for if.

Eon. . Leany: Tt ought to have been

done hefore the election. You would not be
over there now if it had been done then.

The SLECRETARY FOR MINES: It
snculd be done towards the eond of a
Parliament.

Hon. . J. Lmany: Why wasn't it done,
then?
The SECORETARY TFOR MINES: Tt

should be done towards the end of a Parlia-

ment, for the reasen that members should
represent as long as possible the districts

for which they have been returned.

Hoeon. PP. J. Lesuy: Why didrn’t the
Government have a redistribution of seats
before they went to the country?

[Hon. A. J. Jones.

[COUNCIL.]

Constitution of Council.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: If it
were otherwise, we might have members in
the :bemb]\‘vllke ourselves—who do nos
represent the people.

Hon. P. J. LeiHY: 1 v
prior to the election? That is the point,

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We
could not do everything.

Hon. P. J. Leany: You did a Jot of foolish
things, but you would not do a wise thing
iike that.

The SECRETARY FOR MINKES: The
Hon, Mr. Fowles did not raise this question
of & minority Government in connection
with the last Pederal elections. Neither did
the Hon. Bblr. Leahy.

Hon. . J. Lzspy: You were not a
minority Covernment three years ago. You
ars now.,

The SECRETARY TOR MINES: The
Flon. Mr. Fowles referred to the Queensland
Pavliament, but he did not refer to the
Federal Senat» as constituted at the present
time. He did not refer to the great anomaly
that exists there, or to the fact that only
one Labour senator was elected at the last
Federal elections, whilst ecighteen anti-
T.abour senators were elected, although the
anti-National vote cast was 1,029,762, and
the National vote was only 860,007

Hon. P. J. Leauy: You are
the Country party vote.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:

are the first preference votes—

Why didn’t you do it

leaving out

These

1st Prefercnce. <\'<L1mn11 n
(5to bereturned. ;] Votes.

Lahour
and anti-

lected. National

' Votes,

- | ! - -

N. 8. Wales . | 242,336 ¢ 2 403,002 3
Victoria... 286,440 ¢ 3 1 32 ; 0
Queensiand 164,844 | 3 I 4]
South Australia 90,7581 | R ‘ 53 _’/J i}
West 4ustratin ‘ 45,012 | 3 | 474908 0
Tasmania (4 to] 30,594 4 ; 28,5738 O

be returned) } ; : i

Totals .| Se0007 | 18 102762 | 1

In conclusion, T wish to say that I cannot
support the motion,

Hon. P. J. Lesaniy: You can
amendment fo wnprove it.

move  all

The SEORETARY ¥FOR MIN I
belivve. as 1 have d on previocus oros-
s that this Chamber is not trul) repre-
sentative of the ),eop]“ Until quite vecently

I could say truls that I rep ited the
noonle, dhd I resiguned my seab to go before
the “7"(: ple again.

Hon, . W, I 3’(\\L : Would you sbolish
this (‘}’*4 ber to-day

STORETARY FOR O MINES: 1
1w -eat, and I was rejected by an
’ some membors opp
probably some members on this
wore )n(@"rm( by ohct(‘mr s Dy taking the
step 1 did T forfeited the right to say that 1
uulv ropresented an electorate; but indirectly

I

olectorate. Just as

I am probably representing the people, be
chusn the party with which I am agsociated
swere returned fo power by a majority, and
thot party appointed me to the position of

Seeyy
defeat

ry for M T console myself for my
in Carnarvon with the fact that the
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associpted

had ol

I sh ]n”l been clocted a men
ber of the Legislative Assemble o»mlv
the electors of Carnarvon the ht that I
ouhl do better service to the State by com-
g back to the Council. At any rvate, 1
i Jled to convines the electors
of rthat uencey that 1 would render
bottor sarvice in the Adsemb) However,
all this is by the way, Therve is business to
be done by Parliament. and it doex not
matter very much whether T wax 3
in my contest for the Carnarvon seat ov
The Hon. Mr. Fowles has submitted s motion
“lzich docs not really mean pariiamenrary
reform. I do not agree with the scheme he
sugeests, and [ do not like his proposed
narrowing of the franchise for the election
of mombms of the Council.

Hon, E. W.
the Council ?

H. Fowres: Would you abelish

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
hon. member should give notice of that
question.  On two occasions I had the plea-

sure of introducing a Bill to abolish the Coun-
cil, and I believe that on both those occasions
I gave very good reascns why the Couneil
should be abolished; and I do not take
back one word that I “said on those occasions.
In my address this afternoon I have stated
the reasons why we should have parliamen-
tary reform, not in the way the hon,
man sugges but by a snethod which the
Government will propose in their own time
methnd which means the abolition of
s Council. The weak points in the argu-
ment of the hon. gentleman are his mopoﬁed
narrowing of the franchise and his pro-
posal that the Council should he c(nlstituted
by sor:e members who are eclectid and others
who arve nominated.

Hon., B. W. H. FowLEs:
splendidly in South Africa.

The bﬁ”RE, ARY FOR MINES I
believe that the moneyv spent on the o]o(tlon
of the Se r‘atr‘ of the Comuonwealth Parlia-
mesy a useless expenditure, although the
Senate 13 elected on a hroad franchise. I
believe alio that an amendment of the Con-
stitution of Quecnsland and of the Consti-
tutien of other Stutes of Australia 13 neces-
sary, because we are overpovernod; and we
should start to reduee exponditure by reduc-
ing the number of wmembers appoinied or
nominated to the Unper Heuses.

P. J. LEAY: I beg to move the
nnent of the debate.
Question put and pas-ed.

g(:nrlw

That is working

Hox.
adjor

The resumption of the debate was nmmde an
Qrder of the Day for Wednesday next

COMMONWEALTH BANIK A(‘RFF MENT
RATIFICATION AXND STATE AD-
VANCES BILL.

THIRD READIN
The SECRETARY FOR MINES:.
to move—T
tinme,
How, L. W,
was the

I beg

B
3

That the Bill be now read a third

H, FOWLES:

outcome of the

Fvidently this

conference  of
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Premicrs mm Trea=urers held zome time ago.
T would like, even at this late stage, to put
on record my protest against handing over
the depesits of the childeern of Queensland
and flm cradlor a\mgb of the pu)plo to a
centrai Federal autaon = in Melbourne. T
mania made a much better agreement with
the Fedeval Freasurer than Queon Jland has
made,  Tasmania gets 75 per ceut. of the
deposits, and we haw to be content with 70
per cent. I have no doubt it was because of
the condition of destitution in which this
State finds it«clf that we had to take practi-
cally any bargain that was offered, and we
were not in a condition to make terms with
the Federal Treasurer.

The SECRETARY ForR Minrs: It is a better
bargain that the 1912 bargain.
oy, . W. H. FOWLES: As a mafter

of fact, this is a tendency towards unifica-
hon—»mmoh one sfep in a long process. ~ ¥or
my part, I strongly protest frramet handing
over the Quem\s]dnd dengs Bank to the
Federal authorities. Instcad of doing that,
the policy should be to build up stror:gly
our own Savings Banlk.

I1on. R. Beprorp: Do you think it will
be harder for you to make a run on 1t
when it belongs to the Commonwcalth?

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLLS: The Govern-
ment made a run on it to the ecxtent of
£1,000,000 at call, and paid not a penny
back. That accounted for their sham loan
balance, a3 (llil)]d\(—d in the Auditor-
Goneral’s report, I have no doubt Mr. Watt
will be asking for that £1,000,000.

Hon., R. Beprorn: My, Watt will not be
there at all. He is not Treasurer. Of
course vou do not know that, although it
is a fact. (Laughter.)

Jiox. E. W, . FOWLES: At all cvents,
when the plopOs Is came before the various
States 1t was rejected by New South Wales,
Victoria, Lnd South Au-tralia.

Hon, G. Pice-Haxry: Thar is not this
proposal.

E. W. H. FOWLES: A similar

1. Tt wasx made at the Treasurers’

wee held, I think, at the beginning
The strong States r',,]sf.ed it
mply pawning the family jewels

s0 it was

Hon. R. Beprorp: Which were the strong
States ?

Hox, K. W. H. FOWLES:
Wales was one at that time.
a surplus then.

Hon, R. BEDYORD: Victorin was refused
a loan in London, as this Sbtate was.

Hex., E. W, H. FOWLES. Vicforia
obtained a part of the loan, and they sub-
seribed  the themselves, I hope this
Government will be lucky encugh to get
a quarter of its loan subscribed. and not
have to go down on its hands and kunces to
the banks.

New South
Vicioria had

Hon. R. Biprorp: They would get nothing
subscribed if they went to the * stinking
fish 7 crowd.

Hox. B, W. . FOWLES: a matter
of fact, there will not be any fish, stinking or
otherwise, =oon, because the trawler is going
to be sold. Thev are pawning all the furni.

ture in order to pay another Minister £1,000,
though it is not mevely a question of the

Hon. E. W. H. Fowles.]



41z Cornmorawealth Bank

£1.000, but of the cost of a whole depa1t~

was endeavouring  seriousl
against the passing of this Bill,
There ave about £15,000,000 of a” deﬁ)o«'tz
in the Governulent Savings Bank, and that

has heen the peity cash purse of the Go‘ ern-
ment for the last forty-five years,

Hon. J. 8. Corrixas: Are the small de-
positors affected adxo)aelv cor otherwise?

FOWLES: Quee

sland is

VYou are sheddi
smadl  dapositor.

. CoLLINGs
Croe: ears over +fllC
What do vou mean by it?

odile

fox. E. W. H, FOWLES: Why :zhenld
we not keep the deposits in Queoxwland’
Queen=land will vegret this hasty and ili-
adviced sction for all time.

Flox. P J. LEAHY: I am sorry 1 was

not here yesterday.

Hon, J. 8 Corrmnes: Why were vou not
here?

Hox. P. J. LEATIY: My attendance is
as good that of any hon. gentleman in
this Chamber. I was away doing some

very uscful work yesterday, I (Ud not think
the second rcading of tlﬂr Bill would have

been fini~hed. Ifad I beon here 1 uuﬂd
have had a fow chuervations to m‘*]w

intend to make my observations ve
simply becsuse it is a thivd veading spomn.
When I heard that the State Sevingz Bank
was about to be transferred to the Federal
Gmmmn(xn‘ I confes heard it with regret.
I felt it s an 1natitu‘(im’1 thet had done

good work for Queensla::d. It might have
done a great deal more than it did, in the
direction of financing scitlers. but, on the
whole, it was a good and ureful institution.

Hon, G. Page-TIaN1ry : Will it not continue

to d¢ that good wark?
Hox. J. LEATIY : 1 am very doubtful.
That interjection ‘urmgs me to this aspect

of the question. I would like to know what
provisions there are for continuing to finance
the farmers—I hope on a more liberal scale

3

than heretofore—and also for the purpose
of financing those who desire to erect
workers” dwellings under the provisions of

she Workers” Dwellings Act. R()uo hly speak-
ing, I think about a million and a-half has
been lent to farmers and scitlers, and I
think something like an equal amount has
been devoted to the crection of workers’
dwellings. I understand also that in round
figures about £10,000,000 of the total wmount
in the Government Savings Bank bas been

lent to the Government, either debentures
or at call. I know therc is £1.000.000 at
call. I do not know whether the Federal

Government are taking over that £1,000, OOO
and whether the State Government will
eontinue to owe it to the Federal Govern-
ment as they have owed it to the State
Savings Bank for somie time past. The
Minister, I thmn, shm.ld give us some explan-
ation upon that point.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
made for advences to settlers.

Hox, P. J. LEAHY . Tt is my belief that.
under this arrangement, a sufficient amouns of
money will not be lent to farmers in the
future. I do not think a safficient amount
has been lent o them in the It is
absurd. when wvou think of it in a
great country like this, capable of such Iarge

[Hon. B. W. H. Foules.

Provision is

[COUNCIL.]

Agreement, , Bidl.

in the preducing industries, wo
nt "1‘)011‘( as much for the erection of

dwellings as we have lent to all

ers and settlers of Queensland. I
thinl the old Agricultural Bank or
the Savings Bank has wdono as much a« should
havo been done in advancing money to
farmers in the State, and I am afraid the
Commonwealth Bank will do less,
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: They will not
do anything, We will do the lot. We have
paver to 5 OOO 000,

Hox. . J. LBA
Gov ernnient of ;
oht as take

,0°0.000. \{'fnue

jan
What chauce have
3111‘{‘ £5.000,0007 They
the power te rvai
we had the banl hr e,
aulou money which
loans to wors and In
workers” dwel buL 1f

Tiraitesd
Lie fur
erection of

the

wooare to roly upon the power
nment to raise £5.000.000, and i
on the howe thet thev ave

£5003.000, T am afraid the
want moner will be moa
T do not think t}
: 1

ever donc a
dow I\)p vrimary  rroduction. the
Uank established, My ]3‘ishe,l was the
Labour Prime Minister of Auvstralia. 1
vementer veading his speoch In connection

would

e said he nou\(l the bauk
to help ibe sn man
gained frowm what I

be

my

the newspaners, that is tie very ¢ F
! anwealth Bank has never done.
itself cut o get the ai
I have not seen

any amount wo sp
1 with the pooror pertion
The  Ceanwonwealth
out the purrow: for
which 1t 1 do mnot iutend to
delay the hiz Bill; but I sincerely
hope that )mt \\11] somehow or
other, mana matters se that the amount

NCCHH3aTY for advances to farmers
: fortheomix We in  Australia—
Queensland perhaps 1s not much worze than
other States—have been living for some vearg
back in a fool's paradise. We have been living
1mt altogether on the wealth we have p)o»
duced, bat verr largely on bor]‘owod money.
I‘har cannot last, apvl it iz only a question
of time whern this State and other States
will hawe to face the position and realise
that ther must live on what they produce.
It s .mnmbont on this Government to sce
that the pmnuomcr industries are wssisted
financially, at t very least to the extent
they were hefovo, and, if possible, they
should be assisted to a further oxtent.
The SECRETARY FOR MINER: It is
a pitv that kon. members were not here
vesterday to listen to my explauation of the
Bill. and offer their criticisms on the second
reading stage. I do not propose to make
anothor second reading speech; I simply
want to sav that, had hon. members read
the Bill and the agreement. they would know
that »roper provision i+ made tor advaness
to sottlers and for worker: ollings.  The
it reslise that thev can carry out
i n of a ruval bauk in the interests
cnsland settlers better than the Com-
monwealth Government, and in th i1 the
Trea is constituted a corporstion to
do that.
Hon. P. J.

of money
“il1 bo

TE:HY: Will he have sufficient

maoner to do that? 7
The SECRETARY FOR MINER: Cop-

] 'zj

tainly. Proper provision is made, and the
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only portlon of the business taken over is
the Savings Bank business, to prevent
unhealthy  comnpetition qnd uunece
rivalry and duplication. The Commo
depositors really gain, becuuse they
additional one-half per cent. intorost,
under the agreement the

conforms to the ‘Ughm rate “.ucl, way 1
by the BState Savings Bank. I say that the
orm s absolutels COSHLT, The hon
nsember has tried o1
ment were forced 3

agreculent was made
micr went to T“f
would have miil

BHon. L.
toria turn

o8N Nt

LEs: Why did

The ‘\I \ {
cause th

: not a 1\
Iion. . W,

ks H. Fowrrs: Wl
South Wales twrn it down? Do

enough to do their ovn

The SECRETARY FOR |

borrowing.

4

re sirong

that the a sment s
fo the poc,/lo of Quc
cent. of tAs deno

asnrvances of the Gove
woslth Bank tlﬂi
will be wied chiefly
it is raizod.

CasUrer

Wil he

deposito
l=‘~')‘ TLY

intere of the whol
Ton. 7. J. LEAILY:
is it ?
The SKCRETARY
if it does awary

FOR
with huh““vhv competition
in banking in the intercsts of the people?

MINES:

And

Hon. E. W.
in monopoly ?

H. FowLes: Do you bslieve
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he SECRETARY FOR
believe in State monopoly.
JHono E. AW, H. Fowies:
State; it is Commonwealth.

MINES: I

This is not

Hlop. Beprorp or {ommon-
wealth- doesn’t ma
) Hon. E. W. H. FowLEs: Is Sratbe
Savings Bﬂanl{ building in Roe upuou
exempted from this proposition? I undor-

stand the building in Brisbune is cxemptad

The SECRETARY FOR
exempt

2,
=
@n
ot

Tc:, both are

Quo the Bill be now read a
i and passed.

The BIH was passed, and ordered to be

eaarned to the ,xseevnbl) by message in the

I form.

OFFICIALS IN PARLIAMINT ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

SecoxD READING.

SECRE —h\i FOR MINES (Hon.
AL J. Jones‘): fhis is a Bill **to further
amend the "o‘rntutlun ot Queensland by
amenumv the Officzaly in Parbament Act of
i certain particalar This Bill met
\\ml the approval of the members of the
Azsembly, and the boumrmx'r, in introduc-
it, claim b} lonal Minister is
We m,n m,dld quite a lot of
of interjeciron from hon.
when other matters have
and we have also read
of 1t in the Pr When
1915, certain changes

Es SO
1ne

a litdde eritic
wo o assted  effies 1n

made iu the niniztration of

. 3Iuch new legiclation had to be

5&‘(3; and, having come 1 as a new
crnment with certain wdcals and prin-

different from these of the previous
cernment, a great deal I of additional work
\I inisters was involved. Had we assumed

'L"‘ and determined siniply o carry on
1oub any ali=ration, the work of Min-
ould 1ot ha been as great s 1b
come m‘ VERRCIL our putting into
4 policy cabarking upon
g new.  We have, for iustance,

einbarked on _a policy of State
I7.30 p.m.] enterprives sorsonally  justify
that pohcy The figures given

bt

in the Auditor-General’s veport justify i,
and the sucecsz of most of & cntﬂpu‘es
a continuation of that policy.

W, H Fow + have not got
2 e

S

The
Financial
e he will be
other Cham-
all r.e State enterprises with one
eptien huve shown a profit during
the past vear. he point I desire to make

Staierncat in thoe

)
able to tell the m“nvbou of the
ber tha

is 11“-t mpba]l' upon that new policy has
involved a deal of additional work.
Relerring to my own department, had I

taken the cas v course and simply carried on
i the same way as my predecessors in office,
there wwould be very little for me to do.
During the short time that the Hon. Mr.
Leahy was Secretary for Mines, all that he
needed to do was to initial a few papers.
As a matter of fact, under previous Govern-
ments the Mines Department was always

Hon. A. J. Jones.}
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attached to some other department, as all

the Minister did was to initial papers that
were placed beiore hi

Hon, P, J. Leanv: You are entirely
wrong. 1 gave about four hours every day
to the work of the department.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I wag
s moember of the Assembly when the hon.
gentleman  was &ppomt&d Secretary for
Mines, and the day after his appointment a

friend of imine, who was

also a member of
the Assembly, asked the hon.

gentleman if

he kvew a shaft from a winze. The hon.
gentleman’s reply was that, to administer
the department well, Minister necded to

know \‘(}1}’ little about the industry, because,
if he knew a little about it, he ‘would be
likely to ﬂdunt his little lmowh'lno and to
use that little knowledge to the “detriment
of the experts of the flepal tment who under-
stood uli abont it.

Hon. P. J. Lrauy: That shows how modest
I was; b it let me tell you that those remarks
were not original. They were a repetition
of what the late Sir Samuel Griflith had
said years before,

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I do
not claim to know all about the mining
industry; I know I have a great deal to

learn, but the hon. gentleman has a great
deal more to learn. As I say, under previ-
ous Governments, the Mines Dgpaltmont was
attached to another department, and very
secondary consideration was given to the
great mining industry, whereas under this
Government one Minister was allotted to
control that department sololy. It is a_great

industry, and 1‘r needs the close attention of
one Minister.  As a rule, under previous
Covernments it wa: attached to the Home
Department, because it was clcie to the
office of the Home Scerctary, and it was
handv for that gentleman to run upstairs
and sign papers. The mining industry

requires the undivided attentlon of oune Min-
ister, because it should be the greatest
industey in any country.

Hon. P. J. Leauy: Will you explain why
the mining industry was more prosperous
and the yield was greater while I was
Minister than it has been during the time
you have been in charge?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Prob-
ably because the hon. gentleman was only
there a very .short time.

Hon. E. W. H. Fowres: This is not a Bill
to appoint a Minister for MMines.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Tt is a
Bill to appoint an additional Minister. I
have used the Mines Department as an
llustration, because that is the rdcpal’cmont
I know most about. Apart from the pre-
liminary work that has been done in con-
nection with the establishment of the iron
and steel industry, we have eight or nine
new enterprises connected with the Mines
Department which I could enumerate if it
were necessary to do so. It is twenty-four
years since the principal Act was passed,
and surely the State has progressed in
twenty-four vears and requires an additional
Minister! We have the same number of
Ministers now that we had twenty-four years
ago.

Hon. P. J. Leagy: But we have had
foderation since then, which took away a
great deal of work. The Customs, Post and

[Hon. 4. J. Jones.

[COUNCIL.]
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D

1 iph, and Dufence Departments have
1 been tlulhf()ll’d to the Commonwealth,
and a number of others.

The SECRETARY FOR
aliowing that there is
[ entleman's argument,
has bren created

Hon, P, J. Lt

1 additinnal M1

Wy

MINES: Iivem
zomething in the hon.
no additional Minister
since federation.

There ought not to be

The SECRETA
necessity derands
ad {ditional Minister.
it involves a ¢
salary of a private
to-day 1= 2500,

L RY FOR MINLS: Now
that we should appoint an

We have beeu told that
im surt of money. The
swember of the Assembly
As the Bill provides for an
additional 2linister at £1,000 a vear, the
extra amount of expenditure is onlv £500.
This does not mean an additional salars to
any Minister. While our salaries as Minis-
tevs are scheduled at £1,000 a year each, it
is well known to hon. members, aund it is
el that it should be known to those out-
side who criticise us, that we do not receive
£1.000 a year. A private 111(‘1111001' of the
Federal Parliament, who does less work than
a Minister of the Crown in Queens]and,

receives a much larger salary.

Hon. . J. Leany: Yes, but how did they
got it?

The SHECRETARY FOR MINES: Until

recently each Minister contributed £112 10s.
s out of his al‘ly to pay the Asuistant
r, %0 that eur wslaries srove £857 10s.,
i little «‘umwh for the position.
s of private mem-
~Ministers’ saluries
not increased—the contribution was
from £112 10s. {0 £75, so that a
r'sosulary to-day is £925.  With the
additional  Minister, 1f the salaricd
th!(‘L] vg‘ain. it would only
; O voar to cach itk
auvone can atiack the L}ll from
int f)f vicw that it means an additional
s tooany Minister, ov that Ministers in
Lo »nmm(i are ov mpald
Fon. I’. J. Lpsuy: 'FhO\ wonuld not be
ovarpaid if they gave value for the money.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The

argument I adduce for the passage of the

were
redueesd
e

Que

Bill tlmt it is quite necessar having
regard to the work that Ministers have to

do. Dm‘ing the debate in the Assembly, two

departiients were singled out as involving
N

v heavy work—the Home Depart-
ment and the Department of Agriculture;
hut we know what a at volume of work
t‘ e Pr omiﬂr and Treasurer have to do; and
nes Departiment is a department which
71*.':0“0% a great deal of detail work on the
part of the Minister. Surely a Minister can
8 wmore to the State than his snlary.
ditional Minister will relieve present
5 of a great deal of work, I can
: the Counetl that I do not get through
n;y 5 nk in the Mines Departinent in an
average of eight hours a day, \nlhout taking
into consideration the work that T have to do
here.

Hen. TLJ.
to the Arbitration

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I
have to give a considerable azmount of time
to the Sthd} of the Bills that are sent to
this Chamber. I admit that the work of the
Minister in the Council is less since last
session of Parliament; but hon. members
opposite have admitted, and will admit, that

)

don’t you apply
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of the Minister
t from the fac:
{ t to look

hrye iz boavy,
that I have a

after.  Of

de were In a
to the Govern-

we on th
and the Opposic

metit Iy sat on the o side of this
Chamber,
Hon. P, J. Lesgv: There i= no Opposition

hereo This is not House. We

support~d you whens o right.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Why,
1011, w:mlb@h on the other side debated one
Bill in Comwmittee for three weeks

Heno P oJ.
Bill.

The ."ﬂfi“R‘.’]TARY FOR MINES: I
advocate the passage of the Bill because 1
beleve that an additional Minister 1s neces-
I regret that I have been drawn off
ack a good deal,  For the {our years
I came here this Council had a repu-

not only in Queensland, but in the
Southern State’s among those who read the
deb M‘s—aud I have heard it said In the

ti deboting questions intelligently,
s raid that the tone of debates was

i this Council than in any other
g tive Chamber in the Commonwealth.
I do nor kunow whether that is altogether
but I am bound to say that I find
(hf.xgul‘ to make a ‘poo(‘h in this
because of the 1unning fre of

Leany: Because it was a bad

thows how

E. W. H. Fowrrs: It
inferesting vour matter 1is.

The @FC‘?ET ARY FOR MINES: I
ao not wind a few int tions—as a matter
of det, fhx" are vatber helpful—but, when
one tur o the report of a speech of mine
in ]I‘lr"\( rd,”” it 1s so full of interjections

that onc can hardly follow my trend of
rhought.
Iien. P. J. LEady: Your side interject just

as froely when we are speaking.

SECRETARY TFOR MINES: How-

hope to be able to retaliate when the

mtleman gefs up to speak, and to

t as fmol} a3 he has interjected

during the course of my speech. I beg to

incve—That the Bill be now rcad a second
time,

FOWLES: This Bill is

EOW. H
he climax of the impudent and shame-
avagance of a minority and spend-

Goverunient.  The Government are
determined to go dancing to their death in
this ms and, so long as there is a single
shilling in the Treasury, the Government will
make a raid thercon. What does this ap-
parently innocent Bill mean? The Govern-
ment say they want to appoint another
Klinister, and yet one Minister has been
continually absent during almost the whole
of his tenure of office.

JtEor

Hon. R. Beprorp: Who was that?
Hox. B, W. H. FOWLES: Mr. Ryan. who

made a trip to England, and severai trips to
the Southern States, The State did \701y1\\‘011
without him while he was away, and nobody

missed him. The work of the State was
carried on Just as well by the Ministers who
were present. The State also did very well

when he was away,
gentlemen were not absent,
was over in the United Stares
and trotting round the globe

without Mr. Theodore,
When those hon.
Mr. Fihells
of America,

[1 DecEMBER
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at the CXpOnEe of the Quoem nd taxpayer.
Yet now Ministers come along and say they
are overworked.  The fivst thing thev do,
when returued te power by a minority of
the electors, is to maske another raid on the

Treasury.

Hon. R. Brororn: You say there is
nothing in the Treasury. How ceald they

make a raid on it?

Hox, E. W. H.

FOWLES: They would
steal the wodding

ring off a ¢eorpse. This
proposition is practically to expena £1,000
: upon & ney Minister.  Kvervbody
+ly what that means. The smallest
cxpenditure on anr department of the State
is £357.000 per annum, and, s% surely as a
rew Minister i= created and a new depart-
ment established, that will mean at least the
mponmrme of another £57,000 per annum.

pur}

You only need to give them one key to open
the door. As a matter of fact. the new

drpnrmvnf which ought to be created for a
new Minister is a dwml‘rment of msolvm cy
to dml with State Fnterprises. What do we
know sbout rthe State stations? Nobedy
knows how many cattle the Government have
on them at the present time, and nobody
knows whether the State trawler has been
sold or not.

Hen, R. Beprorp: The State Insurance
Department shows a profit.

Hox, B W, H, FOWLES: The State In-
surance Department is stuifed with employees
at the present time. It is packed, over-
crowded, and super unped with employees.
Those who were emploved in the department
at its Initiation, no doubt, did t]mu work
with expedition, but that was because at its
initiation the department was under good
management.  The proposed new department
will certainly grow, so far as expenditure is
cencerned. I hope that the new Minister
will be a 3inister for Health, because, no
deubt, the health of this Government needs
attending to. An undertaker would be about
the best thing for them, bhut you would not
et anvlmdv to undertake them. As T have
just said, the lowest expenditure on  any
Stato dqmrtmont is £97.000 per annum, and
that department is the Department of Agri-
culture and Stock. The Mines Department
last year spent £108,000. To propose the
appointment of another Minister at £1,000
per annum is a shameless piece of of fromew
cn the narh of a Government who have been
telling the people that there is no money for
local authorities or for construction work,
and that ther have to retrench. The retrench-
ment poliey of the Government is to retrench
the other fellow; they do not care twopence
about the position of the families of men in
Brisbane or Ipswich who have huen ve-
trenched. ‘nmm Ang 11115 new dcpartment
costs only £21,000 per annum-——

Hon. R. Beprorp: Why not sixpence?

Hox. E. W, H. FOWLES: Supposing it
costs only £21,000 per annum, that sum
would keep 100 families for a vear at thﬁ-
rate of £4 per weck. Would it not be
better to keep four families at the of
£4 per week rather than keep one Minister
in junketing trips round the world?

Hon. R. BEDFORD interjected.

The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN: Order!
I would call the attention of hon. members
to the fact that the \Ilnlster complained of
interjections during the course of his speech,
and that many of those interjections came

Hon.T. Nevitt. ]

3
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frem his own side. I hope that the hon.

member who is now inferjecting will allow
the member who has the floor to proceed with
his speech.

. W. H. FOWLES: The Public
Cammission  costs, on  an  average,

ove 5 but. fortunately, the
Premier | they  should take a
woks oh beeause the Guvernment

. ot money to allow them to go round the

junketing.

The SECRETARY FOR > Why don’t you
admit thai Ministers in other Governments
have travelled over the country?

Hox. B. W. . FOWLES: They
make useless jau

The SECRETARY FOR Rim
the cost of travelling he

did not

You know that
reased consider-

B W, M. FOWLES: Yes; it in-
d when £19 spent on whitky and
'lmxn"whe The Qmo rnment
expenditure by debiting it

cnse Jiccounnt.

poing_of
momLﬂr in order in dis-
Leosiant on the

rise to a 3

uite in ord
Mintster

, another

v and
for the expes:
to-morroiw

hon. momb sh to see if.

if

could not get

TOWLES: You could get

euough to make one man dlunk—ﬂ, ,ou*h, of

it would depend wupon tha C(LL:U Hry

one man, That e\p'mdm as I

been put down to Railway Suspense
Account

Hon. R. Boororn: You read that in some
newspaper dusing the clections.

Hox, B, W. H. FOWLES: Noj; I have tmt
the voucher, and will produce a copy of it
£0-11101 1'3\\ .

The FOR AL You bring us

¢ original voucher.

L. W, H., FOWLES: I have the
will produce it fo-morrow.

aple lead to unlimited extra-
the parf of another Government

Of course, it i3 said d*at the
an additional Lfinister is
put T w ou‘u remind hon. ﬁlombers
been informed that the work
the cfficers of the different

I ha ave in my band a copy
Bill which was brought in last
prguments used against that Bill
1th doub ie force the prewent time,
messure is oxactly the same as the
previously introduced. The Minister
vz talks about having recelved mandates
m the people, and I would ask him if he

said omne word about the necessity for
appointing a new Minister when he was
contesting the Carnarvon scat? Did the

Government, or any accredited
[8 p.m.] representative of the Government,

) mention the fact that they were
going to make a further raid on the Trea-
sury, after antedating their salary to the

[Hon. T. Nevitt.

[COUNCIL.]

Act Amendment Bill.

beginning of last Parliament, and nood-
wmkmg the people in that divection? Most

of the people thought the salary would begin
\«'1*11 the Bill, but it was made retrospective.
I hope, when the Minister brmr,“b in a Bill
fm the remuneration of members of the
Council, that he will make it retrospertive.

during
TS were

my election campaign ths
overworked and underpaid.

I etand to that.
. W, H FOWLES: Was the Hon.
overworked in New Orleans?

My, Theodore overworked in
All our moner has gone over

and the country is bgglmunv
wako up to the fact. This is a final
attempt  to  clutch  the few
that ave left in the Treasury.
£ this were pub to the country, the Govern-
ment would not have a hopﬂ of getting more
votes than their own: 1’( would he turned
down with a dull, koning  thud.,  The
CGovernment have the numbers to  enable
i this. but. when they look back
foreing this Bill through Parlisment in
{from the
shamed of
ccotiomy

recipice,

@ .

to
defiance of any m'mch-te they hav

electors, they wil
themselves,  Whe
in every dircetion,

i be thomug hly
call is for
surﬂv the example fnqu
and } w'h«
the example.

be sot by the highest in the land,
Jators

be the first to s

should

that, when there wess lean
. Ministers docked their own
"when are at a crisis—

r times of special tribulation,
wwnen is concornad, in Queensiand
Government come a]om: Wit
appoint another Minis
Lot the taxpsver sweat snd pay
If the presont {"abinet ¢ ‘"o! vun
with mere hanrfm of three-
T venturc to
pick out from the Opposition
ho could de it. It may come
ion that five business men should
1, and got it out of the mir
hay

o
13

mnd

aeen

cunrters of a million of people.
snw ¥ Comd

o over sixty members
: the Assembly, and do!
four or cars in succession, with the
account are presented by thiz mest
da document—the  Anditor-General’s

mning
sort—it is time to have
on to resene Queensland from the abiss
obt  and }ocwuchon into which it 1s
i I have very great plessure
nrotest against the passing of

maoasure,

a business com-

qui’ justifs
his subject,
T hen this
nto a
number of

ag-end of their
incws of the State,
. ordinary busi
Vo hml traders in Anstr ,,L@ as T
Defenca.  After they 1wed finis
s at about b o"c”f\- in tho uttomﬁon,
and gave & suaier
of the chonco Dens art-
ment, and then toddled off to the club.
Ve have had Ministers for Customs: who
were m‘noncr“ After stopping in  their
businesses all day for the purpose of finding
the best ways of ecircamventing Cwv toms
duties, they went back to the Customs
Department and  did  their worst there
Under the old franchize in Australia, we
had men of the properticd class, who had

any voie

A

(((n\ 0 I8}

hour fo the bus

inessy
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Teisure enough to devote themselves to a job
for which ther were paid, and which money
they never earned. You had those mien wor
ing at their own busi11@<so; all day, and
giving the fag-end of whatever intelligence
and energy tho\ had tc the Lusiness of the
conntrs late in the evening.

Hon. E. W. H. Griffith
and ni“il‘“;aiih?

IHex. R, BEDFORD: I
dozens of names of men who have been in
power in Australia who never attended to
their '1(‘])alrul(“‘ I have scen cases of the
laziest reen in the world put into the posi-
tion of )n’n olling departments, and leaving
it nrl,u to the Under Secretary or the chiet
clerk.  We have had cases in this State of
men ]'mnaimng away from their offices for
weeks, and having a clerk carry a portfolio
or a despatch-box to their place in the
country everr two or three days, and the
alleged Minister signing blindly an\'thnw the
burcaucrat liked to put before him.

Hon. £. W. H. Fowres: They do
T1OWwW,

Hox., R. BED
the sume extont.
mer came in
enthusisstic nen,
thet was nev, 1
g *h‘
oelock oy
there ml
three ot

Fowres : Aen like

could mention

that

to anvthing like
Tabour Govern-
mostly  veoung
mido of a job

I Hl(‘ RATY
all of 4 over sion to
all the departments, Here we have men
who aie absolnfely  earning  their money,
snd innmeasurably move.  If ¢ is one
thirgr which 1s sweated i in, it is

the oxecutive heads of 4
Hon. 1. W, I Tow
to produce the defici

R. BEDFORD :
dem has been
nts in the
! Lar
Austrolia,

Government,
Mclbourne
bhouses and
dominion is Spon(‘,
ard Spring strec
Bad for this ¢

Hon, K. W.

Out of the fuct that
charge of
has grown
io end of
(“ommmlwwh n

For instanca,
situated
f“ovm nme

Hxcept
the oxtont of its
on the one hand
That is all

BEDFORD : Tt is mostly true.
hon. member recognises part of
riuch as T could pect of him
seo that nearly every trouble
in the world has growi un
bad arrangoment of executive
heads. Nobodr would sar. for instance, in
the old days when Ministérs were appointed
direct by a king, that 411 those men conld he
the seoundrels and blackguards which lnqtmt'

and the result of ‘111'[01'V would make th
appear. th the fact is that they ]mmd
on the job; they delegated their affairs fo

mean little mon—-and fhnrr\ is nothing worse
than a mean little man clothed with autho-
rity.  But for the fact that the gencral
aftermath _of war has left this country in a
condition 1n which very carcful attention *o
the finances is demanded—and that attentio

they are getting—this Bill does not go far

enough Who, for instance, would put a
man in the control of a bank, or in the
1920—2 p

‘wment [1 DrcuMBER.]
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control of even £20,000 or £30,000, and give

him £306 or £750 a year? The Hon, Mr.
Hall knows that that would not be done.

But vou can put a man in charge of a tre-
mendous State territory, and pay him no
morce than that.

. W, II. Fowres: That Is caucus
R. BEDFORD: not caucus

EIY
1k

wit have bad old
svstenr from the rotten Conser-
vatives,  The hon. gontleman’s cction to

us 2 that we
on as

have not allowed things to go
We have been a pavty of
eved in alterations—in better-
are altering the old order of
ous r\‘w* We have alterad
¢ ‘tion of giving cheaper insurance
sheaper weat to the people.  In order
me idea of the kind of GOVOI"l-
he Tion. Mr. Fowles dewmands, T am
to read one literary effort of his in
“ Duaily Mail,” written in the impossible
unsuceessful attempt to get this Govern-
‘nt cut of power. Said he—

The chief I {iem on #
unent’s W progre
the past
. :

D \«)]»k wheo beli
: We

8

o Go-
is to
nd to tear
fiich both
addoed to

<o

#3 practi-
sse of the

Their cnterprise

CThoy ke

e ])\11’ hane

cf pounds to sheor meatworks
splovees in bard cash.”
These men paid in Jinrd labour, and the
tromeidous  phila of  Que and

ik 1(} J;"\L

only paid the nd not in gum-
i . Marvellous ! i goes on to
to whet this bm‘v e ve done,

1

is oune of the ros
baving no

has for the
mercase  1ts

E.W. H. Fowines:
R. BEDVORD:
municipal poct-—
““ Has this Gn\'ﬂrmnnm esta one
arden c‘h, one Indu like
Bournemouth or rh one

s
factory humming with Life?

?1/\w T“ .
Chamber to «
> nmd. in the

the

I roemember
objected in
lations which

mtero,st\ of

the I ea]th Department for the better conduet
uralts. md not want to ses g

Ty b umming with life. He did not mind

a restaurant  humming, and  he
ohjected to our rnaking auv alteration in

regard to if.
Hon, E. W, IL
are humming.
Hox. R. BEDFORD:
sufficiently for the hon.
says

FowLes: Your fish shops

Ther hum with life
gentleman. Also he

“ Vickers buys acres for airship fac-
tories in Corio, not in Queensland.
Chocolate people choose Tasmania.”

Hon. B. Bedford.]
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Chocolats  soldiers  choose Legisiative
Assembl
o \\ collen mills

itate, The

capital is attracted out
se straws show the way
iinly, the present Go-
crnment have dropped £47,000 down a
coathole at Warra.”

Vaou wanted the Government to drop a few
more thousands down your ** bum” coalmine

at Ipswich, which we would not take on,
belongmg to wou and Brentnall, and you
had  to be prosccuted—you tre emendous

patriots-—breause you would not conduct it
in a wav safe for the operatives. Wonderful
people you are! And so finally, perorating
like a cuttlefish, the hon. member says—

¢ Queensland needs a change of Govern-
ment next Saturday, so that th(‘ oreat
hL[UlélIH[ill‘lil]l movement SLLI rlng ]n every
white heart”’——
too I—

and whit: liver

‘may still, 111\9 John Brown's soul, go
marching on.’
And finally be says—and this is where you
get »f‘u‘r vour handkerchiefs—
“ 1 yemaln, yours in equal 1ndu~t1\ and
(1t17(‘n'~hlp LW, M. Fowles.”

He does not mean that. He means cqual
industry and citizens’ life—the Citizens’ Life
Insurance (Company, attempting as he did

«sfully to prevent this Government from
\1nn the work of its In:ura 1ce Office into
r.unq and Ie only did that in the
])lx\'ur(} lhbtﬂ Ance « OYIlhunlL\

s1ce
2
other
intere wr\ of

Hon. 3. W, H.
nrize.

Fowrss: I give vou first

That is a nice reeitul

R. BEDFORD: My position in
to the Bill is this: I have n(‘tlmw
in upholding it. I have nothing to

parallel the i wendous statesm anship of the
Hou. v, Towles in remarking, with an
insolence that w ould be admirable if it were

not tragic, that, because a new Minister is
being app(,m‘u'l, £057.000, or £21,000, or

£9 12s. Jd. iz to be spent in a nesw depart-
ment. The fact rewiains that, considering the
State has taken i o many more activities
than any previous Government has done,
the old svstemn which allowed the Govern-
ment to be carried on by bureavcracy and not

by representatives of the people had to go.
This Bill in the intervests of efficiency and
government by the people is abundantly
] 1 shall gne it one vote, and I
it two if T had them.
Question—That the Bill be now read a

second time—put and passed.

COMMITTER,

(Hon. L. McDonald, one of the pancl of
Temporary Chairmsn, in the chair.)
Clauses 1 and 2 put and passed.
Clause Z—* Application of Adct’'—

MHow., B. W, H. FOWLES: As that was
the last clause, he would like to suggest to
the Minister *hat in future Bills, instead of
turning up the original statute and fitting
in the words, it would be preferable tg
repeal the whole of the paragraph and sec-
tions involved and substitute new para-
graphs or sections. Then hon. members,
instcad of having to go fowml\mcr through
thoe statutes to find out the meaning of

[Hon. R. Bedford.

[COUNCIL.]
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amendments, would be able to sce at once
what was proposed. Take the previous sub-
clause—
“ “eight’ s
is nserted

word
nine’

In section 6 the
repealed and the word ¢
in licu thereof,”

¥

That did not carry any

ever.,

The SECReTARY Fomr DMives:
the principal Act.

Hox. I, W. H. FOWLES: Yes. It would
be much simpler to say that section 6 was
repealed and put arother in place of it.
It would mean less work for lawyers, he
admiited, but it would be clearer.

Hox. P J. LEAHY: IIc thought the
phrascology of the clause could be 1mploved
It sald~

“This Act applies as well to this
present Legislative Assembly as to every
Legislative Assembly hereafter to be
summoned and chosen.”

He suggested that it would be clearer and
safer to say—

“This  Act applies to this present

Legislative Assembly and to every Leg-

signification what-

Unless you get

islative Assembly hercafter to be sum-
moned and chosen.”
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The

hon. member quoted the clause as they would
say it, but it was quite correct as it was in
the Bill. FHe velied a good deal on the
Parliamentary Draughtsman.

Hon. P. J. Lesuv: Do
infallible ?

T.e SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
other dav & point was ques! mnnd by legat
men in the Conneil regarding the )hrabr\ojovv
and when the" came to

vou think he is

of a cevtain clause
make ' thuv found that the Parlia-
ment: ‘s rendering had the
meaning intended. The hon. momb(‘r could
net ask them te amend the Bill in that
paltry way and then have It back again
from tho Assemblr.

Hon. J. Leamgv: I am not pressing the
matter; blzt I think it would be an improve-
ment.

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES asked the Min-
ister what wonld be the designation of the
new Liinister?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It was
nor known vet, and so he was not in a
position to give the hon. member the informa-
tion.

Question put and passed.

The Council resumed. The ActiNg CHAIR-
Max reported the Bill without amendment;
and the report was adopted.

The third
an Order of

reading of the Bill was made
the Day for to-morrow.

ADJOURNMENT.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I beg
ta move—That the Council de now ad]omn.
The first business to-morrow will be the third
reading of the Officials in Parliament Act
Amendmt‘nt Bill, to be followed by other
business we Q‘xp(\pt from the Assembly.

Question put and passed.

The Council adjourned at thirty minutes
past 8 o’clock p.m.





