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Commonwealth Bank, Bill.

[30 NoVEMBER.] Questions.

LEGIBLATIVE ASSEMBLY,

TuEespay, 30 NoveEMBER, 1920.

The. SrEaxer (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree)
took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock p.m.

QUESTIONS.
Price FixiNne oF PRIMARY PRODUCTS.
Mr. LOGAN (Lockyer) asked the Chief
Secretary—

1. What primary products have been
dealt with by the Price Fixing Commis-
sioner to date?

“2. Which of the primary producls
has the Commissioner—{a) increased
prices, (b) decreased prices?

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodoro,
Chillagoe) repled—

1. Primary—Coal, onions, potatoes.
Primary. secondary-—Arrowrcot, bacen
and hams, butter, cheese, flour, jam, cen-
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densed milk, meat, sugar, syrup, treacle,
and timber.

“2. (a) Butter, cheese, condensed milk
(increases authonsed by Commissioner) ;
(b) meat, timber.”

APPOINTMENT OF (GOVERNOR.
Mr. BRENNAN (Z¢owoomba) asked the

Chief Secretary—

“Will he ascertain if Sir Matthew
Nathan, as reported in to-day’s (30th
November) Brisbane Press, said at Ade-
laide yesterday that the Philp delega-
tion was responsible for his being sent
to Queensland as Governor?”’ .

The PREMIER replied—

“I have received a telegram from His
Excellency denying the report,”

Rarnway Passes For BiecTION CANDIDATES.

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani) asked the Attor-
ney-General—

“If any of the candidates contesting
seats, either at by-elections or the general
elections this year in the Government
interest, were supplied with railway
passes or any travelling facilities not
enjoyed by the general public?”

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders) replied—

“ A number of candidates belonging to
Government and Opposition parties, in-

cluding the hon. member asking the ques-
tlon enjoyed free railway passes while
contesting their seats because of the fact
that they were ‘sitting members.””

ExreexpITURE 0F Union FunDs.

Mr. PETRIE (7oombul) asked the
Premier—

“Will he take steps in future to protect
unionists generally in regard to the
expenditure of their meney by union
officials, and will he assure that in future
noe money is sent out of the State by
unions until Queensland workers are

3

fully provided for?
The PREXMIER replied—

“ This question scems to refer to the
assistance given by the Queensland unions
to the needy at Broken Hill, and, if so,
1 must inform the hon. member that no
Government would attempt to check the
charitable instincts of any body of men.’

The SPEAKER: I instructed the Clerk
to expunge portion of the hon. member for
Toombul’s question. I remind the hon. mem-
ber that the purpose of a question is to
cbtain information, and not to supply it to
the House. I would point out that questions
addressed to Ministers should relate to the
public affairs with which they are officially
connected, to proceedings pending In Parlia-
ment, or to any matter of administration
for which the Minister is responsible. The
hon. member’s question did not comply with
that procedure.

RECOMMENDATIONS RE ‘ FOSTER AGREEMENT.”

Mr. SWAYNE asked the Secretary for
Agriculture and Stock—

“ Will opportunity be afforded to make
any reccommendations that may come
from the joint meetmg that is to be
convened of representatives of the United
Cane Growers’ Association and Aus-
tralian Sugar Producers’ Association in

connection with what is termed the ¢ Fos-
ter agreement,” or any other form of
contracting outside the provisions of the
Regulatlon of Cane Prices Act, or other
necessary amendments.of the Act before
the crushing season of 1921 °7?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE

AND STOCK (Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham)
1eph€>d—

‘It is difficult to understand from the
wording of the question what informa-
tion the hon. gentleman desires. From
his speeches in this House in the past,
it is by o means clear whether he
favoured ¢ contracting out’ of the pro-
visions of the Sugar Cane Prices Act, or
otherwise. The hon. member is well
aware that the Foster agreement has
been declared invalid by the High Court
on an appeal instituted by this Govern-
ment at its own expense, as the terms
of the Federal sugar agreement pre-
vented legisiative action by this Govern-
ment to secure this result. It is therefore
obvious that the hon. gentleman’s
interest in this matter 13 somewhat
belated, and that the welfare of the
sugar-growers is always safe in the hands
of this Government.”

State TEACHERS OVER SIXTY-FIVE YEARS
OF AGE.

Mr. KING (Logan) asked the Secretary

for Public Instruction—

“How many teachers over the age of
sixty-five years, who are contributing to
the Supuunnuatlon Fund, have recently
received notice from the department
dispensing with their services’’?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-

STRUCTION (Hon. J. Huxham, Buranda)
replied—

“One tecacher, who is over the age
of sixty-five years, and who is a con-
‘rributor to th Supelannuatlon Fund,
has, in terms of section 49 of the Public
Service Act of 1896, been retired from
the Public Service as from the 3lst
December, 1920.”

Porice UNIFORMS.
Mr. WALKER {(Cooroora) asked the Home

Secretary—

“{, From what sources has cloth for
police uniforms been purchased during
the past eighteen months, and at what
price per yard?

“92. Has any of the material purchased
for uniforms within this period been
resold; if so, at what price or prices
per yard?

“%. Who were the purchasers of such
material 7’ ?

The HOME SECRETARY replied—

“1 to 3. Inquiries will be made.”

RaiLway ENGINES IN RAILWAY DEPARTMENT.

Mr. WALKER asked the Secretary for

Raﬂwavs—

‘1. How many railway engines were
owned by the department on 30th June
last ?

2. How many of these were obsolete?

“3. How many cngines were—(a)
under repair; (b) retired from service;
{¢) brought mto commission during the
year end(\d 30th June, 19207

“4, How many engines were owned
by the department on 30th June, 1915 ?
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
replied—
“1 to 4. The information is being
obtained, and will be furnished as soon
as possible.”

PrisoNErRs RELEASED DURING 1919-1920.

Ir. CORSER asked the Home Secretary—

“Will he lay won the table of the
House a return, without the names of
the individuals, showing the number of
prisoners prematurely released during
1919-1920, together with the crimes for
which they were sentenced, and the
reasons for special remissions granted?”

The HOME SERCETARY replied—
“No. Particulars may be secured at
the Home Department.”

Mr. BRENNAN (Yoowoomba) asked the
Premicr, without notice—

“ Has he seen the ¢ Adelaide Herald’
and the ¢ Adelaide Advertiser,” Tory
Press, in which the statement alleged
to be made by our new Governor is
reported 7 ?

The PREMIER replied—

“ Y have not scen the papers referred

to by the hon. member; but I would

like to peruse them if he will let me see
them.” (Oppesition laughter.)

LOCAL AUTHORITIES ACTS
AMENDMENT BILL.

SecoND READING—RESUMPTION OF DEBATE.

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): We have had this
3l before us several times, and the objec-
tionable is still the main feature.

My, SyitH: Objectionable to whom?

Mr. MOORE: The local authorities and
the majority of the people of Queensland.
The people have expluqed their dislike to
this clause, which is only a party fad, It
is said that it has been put on the platform
by the people of Queensland, but it has only
been put on the platform of the Labour party
by a section of the people. We do not think
it is fair or Just, we object to 1%, and we are
going to fight it all the way th10utrh We
think the occupier is the person who should
be entitled to a vote. The Home Secretary
said that, although he lived in the town,
ho had not got a vote himself. I say that
that iz his own fault. He is entitled to a
vote if he likes to have it, and it is merely
lack of interest on his palt if he does not
take the opportunity of securing the vote.
If he wants to have it, he can get it; but
he would rather come into this Chamber
saving he has not got a vote, and pretend
that he has no opportunity of getting one;
but we know that that is not so. We know
that this is only a sort of mule-like obstinacy
on the part of the Government. I can under-
stand that there is a_coalition on the other
side of the House which is not heneficial for
the people of Queensland. We had the Pre-
mier going round during the elections making
revolutionary and stupid speeches, and he
thinks he has to act up to the statement
that he made on that occasion. This coalition
reminds me of the mule which has no respect
for ancestry and no hope of descent. I
think it is very unfair that this clause should
be put in the forefront. The Local Authorities’
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Association, on every occasion it has inter-
viewed the Home Secretary, has objected to
it in every possible way, and I do not think
it is going to be for the benefit of the pecople
if it is put in the Bill. There is nothing
to show that there will be any benefit. In
New South Wales, where they have got an
extension of the franchise not as drastic as
what is proposed here, there is nothing to
prove that the council is working better than
it was before.

The HoME SECRETARY: Are you acquainted
with the conditions there?

Mr. MOORE: I have read what is golng
on, and T have read of the expenditure of
£75,000 for a coalmine which is not worth
£5,000. Is the management of Sydney better

. to-day than it was before the franchise was

extended.
The Howe SecRETARY: Much better.

Mr. MOORE: I do not think it is.

The HoME SECRETARY : Some of the streets
have been improved.

Mr. MOORE: If you want to seec how the
streets have been improved, you have only
to go to Melbourne, whero they have the
same franchise as we have in Brisbane.

The Hoye SucreTarY : They started off with
good streets.

Mr. MOORE: They started off with men
who were imbued with a public spirit and
a desire to make the place habitable and fit
to live in. I am satisfied that if we go in
for this proposed extension of the franchise,
we shall have party politics brought into
municipal  government in  Queensland.
Directly you bring party politics into muni-
cipal government, you get public interests
neglected and study class interests instead.

Mr. Wier: It is the end of your mob.

Mr. MOORE : The hon. member for Ithaca
said it was going to alter 75 per cent.
of the representation of the local authorltles
in Qucensland. What benefit is it going to
be? Is it seriously stated that a man who
has been unsuccessful in his own business,
who is not thrifty, and who has never become
an occupier although he lives in the district,
is still going to be qualified, and bas such
a fine sense of ecivic conscience that he is
going to manage public affairs when he
mnnot manage his own affairs? The thing
is absurd. We know perfectly well that it
does not take much for a man to become
an occupier. He only wants to have suffi-
cient interest in the district in which he lives
to rent a house in it, and then he can have
a vote if he likes.

Mr. ForDE: In some instances there are
six occupiers to the one house, and only one
vote.

Mr. MOORE: I do not see anything wrong
in that at all.

The Homr SECRETARY: Why is it we have
adult suffrage in national affairs, if it is not
a good thing?

Mr. MOORE: The people working for
local authorities are doing a special work
for the benefit of the people in the district,
and it is not a national matter at all. They
are carrrving out work in the district they
represent to the satisfaction of the people.
You are going to take away the limitation
in regard to rates, because you say they do
not spend enough rates. I would like the
Home Secretary to recognise that there were

Mr. Moore.]
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about £466,000 levied in Queensland last
year, and at the end of the year there were
£162,000 in arrears, showing that the people
were not able to pay. The Government have
stepped into the domain of the local authori-
ties, and have so curtailed their taxation
rights that they are not in a position to do
what they ought to do. If you are going to
bring in adult suffrage, the Government
should also grant a subsidy. No one can
convince me that it is a reasonable thing
tar an ordinary elector to have a vote on a
loan proposal which is going to put a mort-
gage on other people’s property, and then
be able to walk out and leave the man with
property to foot the bill.

The HoME SECRETARY: It beats me why
you allow the ordinary citizen to walk on
your roads. ’

Mr. MOORE : The local authorities make
roads for the benefit of the people of Queens-
land. There are main roads built through
shires that are of very little use to the rate-
payers. The local authorities recognise that
the public have a right to use those roads,
but they do not recognise that the public
have a right to vote on questions like that.

The HoME SecRETARY : It admits it.

Mr. MOORIE: It does not admit it at all.

The HoMmE SECRETARY : Why not have a toll
put on those roads so that people who do not
way rates will have to pay a toll?

Mr. MOORE: We have not asked for a
toll at all. We are only asking that the
people who are liable for the rates shall be
the ones who shall vote on the question, and
not the ordinary outsider, who comes in for
seasonal-work. I do not think in the small
shires inside it is going to make much
difference, because in the settled areas the
population is much larger than the number
who come in for seasonal occupations; but in
the city of Brisbane men have their business
in the city and live outside, and they are
going to be outvoted on every occasion. In
the large areas out West, it means that the
unions are going to dominate the local
authorities in any way they like, because
they can vote as they like.

The HoME SECRETARY : Wait and see the

result,
Mr. MOORE: It is all very fine to say,
“Wait and see the result,”” We have

warned this Government on several occasions
as to what was likely to happen, and we have
seen the results. We see the deplorable
conditions we have got into.

The Home SECRETARY: Where are they?

Mr. MOORE: Hon. members sitting on
the front bench ask, ‘Where are the
deplorable conditions?”’

The HOME SECRETARY :
minds.

Mr. MOORE : They are not in our minds;
they are in_the public mind. The public
mind throughout the State is exercised very
much over the position Queensland has got
into. Speaking as a local authority represen-
tative, and one who is a member of the
T.ocal Authorities’ Association, I say we have
the right to

Mr. SwitH interjected.
~ Mr. MOORE: I hope I am. If it means
justice and fair play, I hope that is typical
_of local authorities. Up to the present time
the local authorities have endeavoured to

[Mr. Moore.

They are in your
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carry out their work to the best of their
ability. They have not had the money to
enable them to do all they might have done,
but they have done the best they could under
the circumstances. If the Home Secretary
could show us one single instance where the
cxtension of the franchise has been of any
decided benefit to the people living in the
areas, we would have something to guide us,
but as far as I can see there is nothing.
The New Zealand Act has been quoted pretty
freely, but the New Zealand Act does not
go as far as this Bill. The New Zecaland Act
does not give the ordinary elector a vote on
a loan proposal. It is not a reasonable thing
that that power should be given to the
ordinarv electors. Because the Labour party
have a majority at the present time, there
is no reason why they should give their
supporters a power which they might use
unwisely, and very possibly will use unwisely,
because they know perfectly well it is not
going to affect thelr own pockets; it is
going to affect the pockets of the people who
own land.

Mr. Smita: That is the argument used
against every extension of the franchise.

Mr. MOORE : Tt is a very good argument,
too.

Mr. Surra: If you had your way, we would
still be in a state of serfdom.

Mr. MOORE: We are uot in a state of
serfdom as far as local authorities are con-
cerned. The local authority representatives
throughout Queensland are not elected on
political principles at all; and in New South
Wales, where they have an extension of the
franchise, what do we find? Pledged candi-
dates of the caucus have been elected to the
councils; they have to carry out what they
are told, and we sec scandals going on there.

The HoME SrCRETARY: Do you think an
cxtension of the franchise would make any
difference ?

Mr. MOORE: Of course, I do.
bers opposite allowed to vote on public
matters as they like? No. Of course, they
have to vote in class intcrests, and that is
what we object to being brought into local
authorities.

The TIOME SECRETARY :
interests ?
is one class,

Mr. MOORE : Not necessarily.
legislate for all classes.

The HoME SECRETARY: The present system
is purely a class system—that is, the property
class has all the say.

Mr. MOORE: No one local authority in
Queensland to-day has legislated for one
clasz. They have legislated in favour of all
sections of the community, and they have
men of all political opinions on the councils.
It is not a question of whether a man is
a Labour man or whether he is not; but
directly you extend the franchise you bring
party politics into it.

An Hoxourapre MEMBER: What about the
election of mayor?

Mr. MOORE : There is going to be emolu-
ments attached to the position of mayor,
and you will have a block vote. You may
have someone getting into a council who has
no interest in the district whatever. Just an
ordinary elector may be elected mayor, and
he will be there for three years, and he will

Are mem-

What are class
The people with property—that

I say we
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e able to do a great deal of harm in three
vears. 1t may be on the block vote of an
organization that he gets elected.

The HoMme SECRETARY: Any man may get
in on the block vote now. The present

mayor of Bukbanc is also president of the

Enmplorers Ascociation.
3. ‘AOO’? If he is pr "dent of the
Emplovers’ ssociation, it shows he has

onty of ali itz it ahows that he 1s a good
man to undes o‘.m ttm business of the ecity,
and he is cleeted by the ratepayers. Besause
the hon. gentleman hupptn to be vice- presi-
dent of thk Auwstralian Workers’ Umom it
does not say that he is elected to the head
F the Department of MHome Affairs on that
count. The pos tion of mayor of Brishane

B L\)I\HI]‘" to do with the ﬂlecldunc* of the
Tmployve Association, own council
clected 1 him to lock after their affairs becaus
they be was a fit and proper

it the same as Parlia-

(\ch n:'_: their Speaker.

Just the sarne. The electors
Speaker. It is done by
150 we sav we are better
quadificd to clect cur ‘pr\ o,
The Houe Sporers You often
done by caucy

s ot the
Lour council
1 was
heoause
aurhte

“x.r\; are it pnbh('

'd mein wo have in GQueensland, because
for mo benefit of + comimnunity

and thov have no sxe to grind.

‘one hon. wmember sav that

» had a vor d built to h' own back
dooy. if that is sc, he must have been a
very 501 Of counsillor, because that is

not
™

my

he EHown

2y,
voting ?
eve in plural vot-
o5 are concerned.
one voie when

1 authori
to one man

to ccrupiers, but I do not see any
to pluval w,ﬁrw as far as local

authorities are
The Howe SrcRETaRY: Do you think that

if a man has property in ten diffcrent shires

that he should have thirty votes?

Mr. MOORE: Why

say in the spending of his own money ?

concernad,

should he not have a
IIO

has to contribute towards the maintenance
of the roads in the different localities.
The Hoxz SeEcRETARY: I want to know
where you stand on the matter.
Mr. MOORE: I do not make any secret
of it. If a man has property in different
1920—2 4
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arcas he should have a vote in each one,
because he has just as much Interest in those
the people living there.

areas as

My, Sairii: You would deprive the people
who live 1 the area of a vote.
RIS ‘TOO})F. If a man living in the area

is an occupier he should have a vote, but if
he «oes not live theve, why should he have
a vote? It is not like the State Govern-
went, Whigh 5 power to tax everybody.
We have only the land to tax. The liability
is on the L(Il'd, and whether 2 man leaves
or not the liability is still there. I cannot
see any justification for an alteration in the
franclhise,

The Ilowi SECRETARY: I qu;tu agree that
the man who wants thirty vofes cannot sce
any tlﬁcuﬁnon for any alteration.

b it is thit

20r, T way f look

» have a sy as to how
»ndud in diff ¢oareas. If
wo South We { consider

Lave 1t ps much

vou  would
oo

- how

ur money was
iy should von

not have ol your
] dop the

the enfery »iadivi-

the jand v he

wd thet mes
NPenss.

ve poi
.,{lhcl

It will
ballot,

not meai

be moro

cens-
G0,

the

reraon 16 mush

sostal bullot in

? thing is an

be more diffienit for a

};0)1\2 Sr:ry:r:ny: Of course, you say

*.'w.t a man who leaves
to vote.

3r. MOORE: They do
voles in the city to- dar; they have ballots
in the towns and cities. It is only in the
country they have postal voting.

The Hoxe Secrerary: You want the people
who left the district to have a vote by post.

Mr. Moore.]

the distriet has a right

not have postal
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i3
I only
people o

Of course, if their
dad in that dist
vient for

v 11“1‘\Ls

will b‘:ing
there is no
o nsive,

man 3 o was v (nkix‘o
torate bo {OLL

in, and a
coustruction in the el

pias, huiowhe od out of it \(‘tl(l by
post, seu would e the first one fo con iplain,
M. ‘.T"’ JRE: I suppese

‘ run for
e as on the cecasion of a pariia-

were w snecial train wo

them

ment

T You will find 1t is
£Oomao

"vﬂx {ﬂr’)RTﬁ do not think the protec-
tion wi for the disadvantage.

Then t‘ne“
i amount

whi going to wause an enormous

of In my small shire T have portions

of five clect There is no ecarthly way

of tclling the roll whether @ mperson

lives in the shire or not. The roll does not

ayvod portion he lives; it (m’v gives
‘«n/' they are divided in all

and there is no way of tr\ﬂlng
in ‘mo R()xlm
‘:(‘\\li{‘l\
ait thing, and ‘r’]e ~hl
at deal of work to do
be able to carry it
3 CTARY ¢ It s

ini

ives

cult as ou
MOGRI: It is falhvly difficalt to com-
voll 1

SL0RETARY : In the country dis-
cut of the people settled theve have che
Trhey are on the rate-book.

MOO But that is only the
pavers. What about the other pecple?
are net on it :

The HHoue SECRETARY:
are in the town.

Mr. MOORE: Al the people in the coun-
tr arve not ratepavers, If it is going fo
fh\(f 75 per cent. of the local authorities
in Queensland, it shows there must be a
great, number——

The HoOWE JTCRETARY @
your argmment on?

Mr. MOORE: I am basing my arvgument
or. what the Dbon. member for Ithaca said.

o
R te-

Thy

The other people

What are you basin

The roll is golug to be a very diﬁ?cult
thing to compile. Tt 1s going to entail an
enormous lor of office work. .ﬂml it prac-
tically means an electoral office in every

shire.

The HOME SECRETARY :
to be . compiled once in every
Ar. MOORE: DBut tl»o clerlc cannot be
pected to do it If there is an exira-
ordi clection it has to be compiled, and
the k carnot do all this extra work.
Every time theve is a vote for a loan it will
be necessary. Polls are always being taken.
T cannot see that it is going to be Ela simpsie
as the Minister says.

The Howme SrcreTsns: 1 do not say it
simple, but it is not impossible.

[M ¥, Moore.

It will only have

throe veavs.

€

@

r Dl

3 Amend i

My, MCORE
sible. W
and

is impos-
to come
to be

not sav it
every elector
which seems

1 de
can compel
e his ne

Honme

SECRETARY : 1t i«
when the i
place.

going to be
bution of

] went around

Tf the police are going

: the you are not going

to get them fl'om ; it is going to
Lo done from  the artiment,

und i that iy thv way
I have no obje

The H SreReTARY ¢ 1t is ]:lO\JdCd in
the Bill. which says ** from the
rell”?

Mr. MOORE: Well, that does not mean

the police are going to get the nam= of every
man in the arca. I do not think the Minis-
for qv?te knows what the position is going to
i th reg to the bonndarics of these
. Even the parishes arc not contiguous
the electoral boundaries. What I amr
about is the amount of work which is
The clerks

in ‘rhese

upset
going to be placed on the cler

ave the of men
councils.
Mr. Sarta: A
is generally the b
My, MOORE:
North.

over-worked body

a maitter of faect, the clerk
brains of the councii.

That may

the case up

The S

EAKER: Order! Order!
SECRETAR How m
al authorities at the last con-

o

about thirty or

That is a nics
: not a refleciien on the
Cclerk is a poermanent
officei. There 1s nofnmrr m this Bill to say

that business enterprises of the State are to-
Lo rated. 1t has often been asked for, and
the late Premier recc ognised that it was only

COuUncHl,

reasonabie, and yet it has been left out.
Jiany  councils getting less rates on
account of these State burinesses being

exempt, and yet they have to carry on.

Look at clause 16.

v, Sarn:

: Clause 16 was recommended
!)y the Local Authorities’ Con-
It was recogniscd that in cases of

where people were in unfortunate
ances, that they could not pas.

uppoze the Government will now go round
1d ¢laim eredit for having put in something
ked for by the local authorities. The
alteration of the amount of rating, and the
fuking awar of the Hmitution provided in the
ovd Act is a very sevious thing., By removing
the maximum rate which can be imposed 1‘y
Iocal auwthority, it will mean thet you are
zoing to have an altered position cmtirely.
is no occasion to remove the maximum

If we do not fix the maximum rate
can be imposed br a local authority,
1l mean thar we will have all sorts of
extravagances. We have scen what has hap-
nened in some councils already, even where
the maximum rate has been fixed. That
maximum rate provided in the Act has been
a safeguard for many ratepayers in Queens-
land, and there is no need for removing it
now. There should be some maximum put
in the Bill, otherwise we will have a class of

jovalnell
i

Do
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people to the council who do not
care W expond. or what {

gances they go in for, because the liability
will always be on the other fellow. I notice

that the Minister has repealed the provision
under which local authoriting can meet jointly
to carry out joint work. I do not know
what iz the reason for repcaling the clause
relativg to joint local authorities. Where
loeal  authorities wsnd  shires adjoin one
ancther, there is abways certain to he some
joint work to he done. and we should leave
that provision in the Act.

My, Sarrw: This Bill dees not do a
with a jeint board at all.

Mr. MOORE : Clavse 21 of this Bill says
that section 341 of the principal Aet should
be repealed. That relates to the joint work

of local authorities. In the past,
joint work was to be undertaken, a specifica-
tion had to be prepared, showing what was
the estimated oxppndmue and revenue, and
this was published so that the people would
have an oppmmmtv of voting on it to see
if Mf 'y apy oved of it or not. Now, we have
a clawse here rvepealing that provision alto-
gether, and I do not know why that has
been done.

Mr. SyiTH: Joint boards are not repealed
where thev are necessary.,

Mr. MOORE: I say they are necessary.
I notice there is 2 provision here stating that
electors can apply for a ftramway area by
pet rwu T think that only rvetepavers should
bLeoa! i ght to heve a vote as fo

when any

oved ih

whether they want & tramvvay or not. The
paiors living in the tity will b Hable
for anv less on anv framway, and they only

should have the right to veote on it or net.
Under the Bill es it is at present, a local
authoritv can construct a framwav without
the ratepayvers having a chsnce of saving
whether it 1s wanted or not.

The Hoyr SzerETARY: The landowner is
the person who will gain by the establich.
ment of a tramwayr sérvice.

Mr. MOORE: Or the landowner might
losa if o tramway is established.

The Houe SrcreraRY: You do not insinuate
5 :
that a tramway might depreciate a man’s
land?

Mr. MOORE: Yes, T do. It
cases where the construetion
depreciated the value of land.

The Tome SECRETARY : Where wa: that?

AMr. MOORE: All over the Downs.

The Howe SecreTARY : I defy you to givo
one instance where the land domecx rted . in
value after a railway was built.

Mr., MOORE: I will give vou an instance.
The whole of the Gowrle cstate depreciated
in value after the construction of the Kings-
thorpe to Haden railway. It was a guaran-
teed line, and it meant an exesssive T‘ab'mv
to the landowners in that arca. The labilit
wes four times greater than the amount of
rates that the Idudonners paid to the shire
council, so it was only natural that the land
would depreciate in value. The construction
of & tramwav might have the same effect.
I consider that when people invest their
money in land, they should have the right
to say whether they want a tramway or not.
I have never found any people living in a

have known
of a railway
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Aets Aancndive

iinst a tramway if there is
ming a LD ving proposition.
ml in favour of it. Thut is why I
that the people concerncd should have
s right to vote on the question.

The SPRAKEDR : Order! The hon, mem-
ber hes exhausted the time allowed him under
the Standing Orders

ir. FORDE

dirtrict vo
 chance of

T

Toare

.

(RocZhampton): It is a pity
members  eppositc  cannot offer
constructive crificisms on such a mea-
as thl I remember veading the rve-

of an old thinl who said that the
drawhacks to progress came from men
=he lack imagination. After listening to
the speeches of hon. members opposite, I can
at they have no imagination, and they
have no consideration for the greai majority
of the peonle of Quoensla*ld the people wha

that hou.
sk e

greatb

22

will have a vote under this Bill. and who
were previcusly denied the right to_have
a say in local government affairs. I was

surprised to bear the remarks which fell from
the «deputy leader of the Opposition. He
showed by his speech that he was quite as
conservative as the hon. member for Bulimba,
the leader of the Nationalist party.

Mr.
ence.

M. FORDE: T suppose that conservabismy
is inpate in bim, just as it is in the hon.
: for Drayton, and he cannot help
We hear a Iot from hon. members
particaularly from fhe hon. membev
for \umanv about the probabiiity of tho
unions dominating the local mth(‘llth::.

BemBivcTON : He spoaks from experi-

Well, if the majority of the prople in the
wntkority areas are members of unions,
d ther be denied the vight of

wSOntati n on and controlling the
s?  (Tlcar, hoear!) the

unionist cont wI r].(‘ v of the vo

in the local authority what is wrong
with their baving a majority of the repre-
sontatives on the council? Tt is a most

conscrvative view for hon. members opposite
fo take up, that just because men belong
") & union they should be denied the right
£ having representation on a council.

Mre. BesBINgTON : Who took that view?
Stick to the truth.
A F(‘RDL We know the fear vou have

of unionis We know that you would not
have a umomst in the country if you could
avoid it.

SPEAKER: Order!

Ar. FORDE: To-day we have a good deal
of objection from hon. members, opposite to

the proposal for electing a mayor by the

The

rate . When hon. members do that
shows that they fuer the people voleing
opinions on such a question. At any

rate, if wo had a number of unionists returnedl
to the various local authoritiez, it would do
away with a lot of the humbug that goes on
around the council chamber at present. Hen.
riembers opposite fear that if the Labour

eoplo have a vote on the question of the

cleetion of mayor that a Labour man might
get the position. Last pight the hon. mem-
ber for Albert deplored the fact that the

Lord Mayor of Sydney was a Labour man,
Why chould not the Labour party have an
m\por*umt“ ot gettmv their repr wentatives
into those positions if the majority of the
people are of that opinion. If a majority of

Mr. Forde.]




the peopic of Sydney decide in favour of the
Labour lord maver, what is wrong with that?

Mre., Maxwsin: What about his profiteer-
ing?

Mr. FORDE : Yeu know all abot profiteer-
ing. You kuow how to buy for 6d. and
ell for 1s. I am pleased thst the local
cuthoritics will have an eppoctunity  of
cxempting from rates the old-age pensione
returncd hO]dl(L‘,. and widows in 1)001 ﬁu«

rances, That s a v

cuny i
reccramended  to

good i

ranference for considoera Mount
\I(umln Council. that we

might expect a d
cratic town a N ount sior-
gan is a town h seunds fo Chamber

one of our finest ocrats, ii; the person
of Mr. Stopfovd. wetion of that co‘mml
is a reflox of the opinionz of the people o
Mount DMorgan, a we cowd only expect
that such a propeosal would come from there.
I am pleascd to krow that the Ho
tarr has scen fit to include that provis
the Bill now before wus.

N

Krxe: It was varted by a demo-

cratie sonference.
Mp, FORDE : Weo know that the
clccted on the prosent fran

democratic on
f the membe

five

are representa-

Vore

11\]1’ S

be the § ntu

-.;:.ng
he ovw propert
Lasion, if
twonty
ould exersi
oxercise

one msn hes three
Why not?

Ca30g

Ir. Maxwenn

stand the l’on
that, breaus
td rule Quoens-
people sheuld
on *his side

i: I cun unde
Toow ong saying
by sho
il oft

ses 15 no criferion ws to
community, Some of
und university
practically

T)C"lnh( 5%,

Mr.
taxes.

’Ir. FTORDE: The hon. gentleman would
not pay any tax if he could get out of it.
Fle would lilke to ge uelyfhm" for nothing.
I undoratand that he got relief from land
tax. I was saving that some of the greatest
professors, tnn,k'\tq and writers in the world
have been men who have no property what-
ever, although they are men who have
devoted their lives and saerificed themselves
in the interests of their country. If we
followed up the suggestions of hon. members
opposite, we would find that these great men

[Mr. Forde.

PrapineroxN : Some of them do not pay
pag
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would bs denled

the right of exercising a
vote as to who s

Lould bg their representa-
tives in a local governing arca. It was
srated by tho hon. ‘Tmember for Aubigny that
the ocenpiers of houses have votes. Certainly,
in some houses, one person has a votc; but
I kv houses in my electorate where there

or & persons over twenty-one
rand only one of that nuviber
bt to voto af muneinai elections.

oW

Ulowed to vote in conneciion with
State clestions, yet they have

¢ the franchise ab a

ion.  They ean  oxer-

for matrers ol greater

v cannot  vota for a

tive for the al counsil.  These

ave respectable
4 to a vote in conn
3 1 plz.(.Arnh

and they are

they may
hones tlv Lut it is open
hould be ¢ ui; cut. “he hon.
had 2 + about
volved in
ant 1t

that

evolve upon local
VWe have heard
od by hon. mem-
counecils of
ain that, in

Z;P:zl »"mnmé areas, ab
sonb tme ho shire clerks
They ave the men that

e 1;~mrmatlon
of the council.

i hh“l Wl Gove

anvOd

T‘{}}'A

0% e i in tive

: ~t the worke vmnm‘a]lv n every
snhove of Tife, and it was not till the prescnt

Government camo into pow rothot aw
done in a substanti vy to benedt tho

ing

wat il owa

conditions of the s of the wor
Qq(‘en\lg; (Ifear, ar!) Th

and town cle in Queensland are over-
worked and underpaid at the present time.

i :
They are the brains of the local goveruing
bu dies.
Mr. Gurpsox: They opposed their right to
approach the Arbitration Court
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ceal Awvth rities

ORDE: Tt was not until the Labour
ant came into power that the Avbi-

Courts were established.

Ar. Beeeingrox: You arve wro:
FORDE: I am yight. It was the
siviz]l Perce Act which Ied to industrial
and to cnalde the lkers to get to
the court the Act weas passed, estab-
lishing the present court. which i= the finesg
piu(o arbitration machinery in the world.

The gre: \1'*»‘1 objection t
by hon. members
chise: around
tion fo ”‘c I
including th
ingls relirred to T8

sekeed why thiese loafers should eome
nd eleer vepros ': tarives wh o would Ineriasd
the rates, and then zet out of the place.

Hon., W. H( that 1t

sure offeved
adult frar

this mea
opposite in the
this cent i
a-uve. Haon,
> hen, member

Barves: You know

1= most unlikely thet hon. members hore

would rifer to people as Ioafers, as vou

statc. )
Vv, T‘OR,, 5 rember for Aiber

un bt nm.\
oppasite have not the

membe
so to sav

o:‘ hon

morvel cour

The ¥
T
o
T

they think of theso ypeople; bat we
that, in thely own minds, thuey desiz-
nate them lgaf westers, and nomad-,

Ay
trurh,

DRINGTION : Y«

*u have no regsrd for
The SPEAKER: Crder!

Mr. F()R i

mcmb‘
triting th

people
ob» ection to
¢ who
local

£ ¢ that oiic man
cud we do rot make

:tgon bBecauze he is foreed

any vefiec

to hunip his necessary.  In many
€ ¢, these many hen,
menhors nmb“ . but.
through ¢ v ve foreed
ou the cmnlo: ob joe-

of hon. e ~1bo1's

ynosite to
e the

K

1 who exos
overpment ¢l
iy, We beld
WO Gver

en ol

u,uw ‘ol

¢ in our
whio own
vote to all
should the
a vole in
same as in State
We know t b
time i
women  getting
of the hou

eleatic
]o"r D1

rrect,

b2t s not co

: The offoct of the as
could have bern that t
nd would net have to-dax.
~tood for women h(n mg a vote
municipal a5 well as State clections.
women of Cueensland cannot exercise
e at mnunicipul elections, because the
is not in the name of the wife.
wishand nevge on the roll. but
the wife. who hs: to make cuds meet, is
denled a vote. /

3
1e
oto

e 5
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The woman who has to dc
cases of sickness,

ﬁ H. Bar The ecupboards are
- through sour machinations.
FORDIE: We know that property-

inember for Bulimba

Order !
with his
“tions,

My, FORDE: T il endeavour to do so,
but the interjections are Lonnng 50 froquently
that one is catled upon to reply. We believe
that the whole of the women of Queensland
should « the franchise in our muni-
i I Fon. members opposite think
man creates @ business in a

; entaz the weelth 1n that centre,
mmt aln th‘n a man who buys goods =t

c pa the rates, We

man should be equal ay

ikke the hLon,

The SPHAKER:
ber must 5}10((“"1
reply to inte

The hon.
specch,

mem-
and not

Do not forget the women.
sition lmwhtcl }

E'r‘* cvery  woman  too.
for Albert  scathingly
wchise in opcration in
it i»  more democratic
| franchise in Queensland
long, I believe that
in all the local
wustralia will be

Bian the mu
vo-day; but.
the municly

0% e ‘lli!)@,’ arn

brought up fo the ddV{lh( »d stage that this
Bill provides
public

for. I submit that very few
¢s arc coutrolled by the local
bodicx in Queenslind.  That is
great mejority of cases the
on those local governing

utii

vested  Intercsts, and are
unicipal control; they are
o of any kind. ¥

the local governing bodies

Wm‘k}hq on the same lines as
nglend and Scotland.  In Glasgow,
H'ﬂﬂ’(]‘]n p)opuwd to spend large
of money in order to provide dairy milk
the children of the community. Thex

apwrrds £150,000 ou the establish-

waland

‘r.w

of dairy berds alone. so that little
1 may b be polsoned  with the
impure milk that we frequently find sold to

the people of Ql‘“(’ sland  to-day.  I.ocal
suthorities in Great Britain take government
work  more scrionsly than do  the loecal
authorities  in  Queensland.  They control
eduention from the elementarsy school to the
university. Thevr contss]l pubdie health, ar$
walleriey, hotels, tramways, fire stations,
hital:, infirmaries, gas and water, and
dairies. T hope that we shall find in Queens-
fand before very long that our loeal govern-

- bodisa will assume their proper responsi-
When we get more democrats in our
. more pregr will be done.

vorlk

It won't take twentr-five

No. 1on we  find  the
v of vesfod interests and con-
sevvatism, the representatives of the contina-
ance of the proont state of lethargy, in our
loral ”()\'Civmf\])f work cast into oblivion
~111 replaced by the representatives of democ-
e will enter on a new era in local
gmw rment work in Queensland.  In every
lwmi(”‘pleifv in Oueensland there arve allot-
ments of land held f’u sneerlative purpeses.
Tt would be a good thing if the Home
would give local government bodies

Mr. Forde.]




374 Local Authorities

:pﬂuﬁc porver to ﬂ\ a higher rate for such
F : used than is

for. u f‘d for a
I x"md

and coantr

L ! have no
ntion  whatever 156 d for
bu ”u'nﬂ Dburyoses her acauire land

with the idea of A{Mﬂn- ¢t for ten or fifteen
vears, and then selling it «nd making a pile
out of it. I submit that the people who own
that land ought to pey a pretty high rate
to the local <0nnc11 and a higher rate than
is charged for lznpw‘ ed ltand.

Hon., W. H. Barxes: What did you get
for those allotrients of yours?

Mr. FORDE: Any allotments I hold are
under perpetual leasc, I believe in perpetual

lease myscif. I feel sure that any 1 may
dispose of will be disposed of more con-
scientiously, and in the interests of the poorer
people. (L)pposlt on laughter.) If I had the
money the hon. member for Bulimba has, I
might build a home for poor children, or
something like that. (Renewed Opp051t10n
laughter.) IHonourable members oppasite may
sneer.  We know they have no sympathy for
the poor children, I think there should be a
very heavy tax placed on allotments which are
held for bpoculatue purposcs, so as to force
the owners to dispose of them, and enable
the progressive people of the gommumt to
utilise them for suitable dwellings. 1" am
glad to obscrve that power is given in the
Bil for a council to differentiate Dbetween
lands on which ds el,mgé are crected, and
land which is being ut ilised for agricultural
purposes. I think that is a good th'no' In
the Greater Rockhampion arca we have somo
]alm which i used fm agricultural purposes,
and 1t uoulo not ke fa‘r that that land
should  be subject 4o the high rates
ﬂmc land in the main p'vrtmn of the city
has to bear. 1 do not wish to keep hon.
members any longer, but 1 am deeply sorry
to  find such  evidemce of  conservatism
emanating from hon. members opposite. 1

can guite under danJ the lLion, member for
Bulimba, but other hon. mcmbors told us
that they repud the National party,
heca that old »a was teo ¢ rvative.
They told us that the re more democratic
and advanced, bub we have the spectacle

to-day of the hon. member for A.wlg,ny say-
ing r}mt he 1 for a men A,\\mr* thires
votes In municipal ¢l . We know that
&0y nan w i antimoents such as those
is quits a; ive as the hon. member
for Bvlhm ba, who i< locked upon as the arch-
advoecate of cor in this Chamber, I
hope this m pass  through thy
House without as and will be placed
on the tute-bor a4 that it will result in
th

"

cur | ole local governing
bodics of Quaoen ater number of

peopie having
advanced Lalbour
those local gover
the history of thi

My, VOWLES (+729)
“ho has just sat down,
becomimr the champi
House, saxs it is the

The hon. member
and who 1s vapidly
n of ladies in this
intention of ths Govern-

ment fo zive women the benefit of the fran-
chise, which previous Covernments had
denied them. Surely he has a sufficient

knowledge of the anﬂ Government Act to
know that if a woman is the owner or oeru-
pter of land she has cxactly the same right
in voting at loeal autho‘lty elections as any

[‘u’r Forde.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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man hs
thro

Wi hen anot ther meusure was going
v this IIou=e a little while ago—1
think it was one of our taxation Acts fhuiz'"
the =ceasion before last—the claim was made
that property was put m the name of the
wiie for the purpese of evadi fiomn.
It the property i¢ in her name she will Lo
Lo person who will have the right to vote.
The evtension of the franchise 13 the main
feature of this meoasure, and I for one am
going to oppose it. To my mind, the argu-
ments  advanced by the hon. member for
Aubigny are scund H we are going to
introduce t i i I'(,})T(\xbl’ltd_t"’ul
without taxation in one plare, zud taxatio

wiple of

without representation in ancther, then wx
are coming to a vervy bad state of affairs.

with the hon, member for
Aubigny that, if a man has property in two
distinet local authorities, he should have a
vote in O‘L(’h because it is not a continuits
of one policy vou have going on all the time.

I quite agree

You have different works and different
principles being applied at differsnt times,

and the man wheso property is bomg taxed,
and whose property at the death is responsi-
ble for the encumbrance, should have a say
in the protection of his property as well as
the ordinary ratepayer. I quite agree. in
spite of what the Flome Secretary savs, that
it we have to adopt the State roll for the
purpose of local authority elections. that it
is geing to crcate a tremendous amount of
labour in the first place, and it is going to
create a tremendous amount of expense. I
cannot imagine the hon. gentlemsn to be
serions when he says that the cost will not
be anything like the cost of running an
election at lhe vresent time. In a big area
such as I represont, T lv’ow, from a lo
LOVErT xnt howr of view, that a numbeor

presidiy g [l s have to be appomfod

The Howr Tt cost the shirves,
during tm\ fas £16,000.

Mr. VOWLES: In the last three vears

1ad three elections. That is over £5.00
Vith an ex n of the frarvchise
it owill « as much as an ordinary electic
We do not know what the last election cost,
but we knew that the election before the Inst
cost over £20,000. and the peeple are not
prepared to be saddled with the additional
which the carrving out of these
wiil acear.  After =1l is said and
P

they

done, the property has to pav for it
The Toume Seertrany: They 1
worl locally.
Mr. VOWLES: ¥ow can
iocallv? It is going to cost

and I sax,
» people’s money,
chould spand it as
In regard to the
it scems to me a ren
that the mavor must be altog:
members of the council: that
clected by popular ballot. I

amount of mouey
dealing with ot!
be cuveful, ’\”(J
ously asg

he has to be

rould not help thinking., when listening to
to the remarks of the Home Secretary. of

> the arguments that cropped up a
little while back shen we were discu 'nLv

another ieasure, knewn as ‘“The Loafers

dise Bill.”” I ‘hink this Is» about the
fourth occision on which I have had the
pleasure of debating this Bill. When discuss-

ing the Local Authority Act Amendments
Rill in 1915, as reported on nage 2602 of

aid—
“Thus, the straight office is given to

“Hanszard,” I sa
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people-——* Get your representativ

28,

ate vour own labour, and the pro perty-
owners cainot object. ”Ah\-y iive out of
the urf.z, and they have no suv. You
have the voting ])owm‘ i I e+l the hon.
mamber in charge of il i thet is
nct true, quite true?

“ Hon. J. Huxham: Quite true.

“Mr. Vowres: ‘Create your own
employment, create your wages, and get
vour representatives on the boald and

do as you like’—that is what tney call
soclalism.”

Liater on the Home Secretary said, “7T do
not deny it.” said, ** You cannot. And
he then said, do not want to.” In
another Bill before this Chamber some time
ago, it was sought to 1mpose a principle
on the people 'zhmeby local authorities would
be compelled to absorb the surplus unem-
plovml It appears to me that the idea is
more paltlcularw when you arc going

to give the class of elector who, it is held,
will get on these local authoritics, the right
to vote on a loan where other people’s

property is pledged—the principle is this,
as stated by the Home Secretary then—
“ Borrow mouwey and crcate employment
irrespective of the minimum wage; absorb
unemployed; be good to your friend. It
does not matfer to you; as you are not g
-owner, you can leave the locality
t locality is overburdened.” We
, 1n cases like that, we do not
value for the moner ex .
is overburdened and carrying heavy
you' can always move to some more

loans,
con-

genial distric‘f and start your little
again.”  There are one or two things

T would like the Home Heeretary to give
)

tention te. I must say That

things in this Bill Whlc"l
are ver fe, and T am 1
that at § the Home Departiment is tak ng
some npotice of the representations ol the
Loeat  Authorities” Conferen I want to
state here too, that i 1.+ wrong thin
say that the individu or gentlomen
arc s=nt down as representatives of the local
suthoritics to these conferences are con-
They are not. 1

servative in their
know 1n the cn',x. il T belong to it is an

a little bit of &t
i ave Y

-t

3

4

honour which goes round.  We have Labour
men on thakb mm’C\] and these nwn bave
an opportunity of attending tn t conference.

I have in my 1nmd one gentleman who 1s
a very strong advocate of the present Go-
verninent aml its plaiform, nd vet that
man voted ar cainst this prmcmi(‘ The Home
3 out of tha Chamber when

member for Aubigny spoke about
of the cl in reference to
I would like #5 find out what

13 thn tention in -the roneal
of that sfewm T '
are some loint ‘a'(;r]r/, D

bridge rcmtvn L(m where two L’mrv rnm“

where the pr ple of ]mnt boa mut be
retained, but it appears the Government are

talking that out of the Act altogether. I
would also like the Home Secretary to con-
sider ion 2144 of the 1913 Act. T would
like ro know whut the object of recognising

a ratepaver in that n s ).th‘l\"th"‘
the whole of the laiter }, rtion of the Bill
we are told there are certain conssquential

dmendmonts but if the hon gentleman will

look at page 10 of the Bill he will find
that it specially preserves ‘““such of the
petitioners as are ratepayers’ under ono

[30 Novemsz
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tHewdar »r ln(’l‘)JC, anda

dt a.t principle de
arcas. It i

th beneficed 1 the
A Al( e a uest tOI R S S N J? ST
uml tl . oilx 1ot created, and a

_LI me Secrefary asking
done.  In that ¢

preserves the entite
uhokwh in other instan
to “electors.”’

BECRETARY : That
al error.

Mr. ¥WOWLES: 1
what is Lemnd I
alteration of the {rvanchise, and whin we geb
into Committee I also mopo:;e to oppose the
princinle of the voters electing the chairman,
that the principle that the
elf shall appoint its own chairman
be rerained.

Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowong): I would like
to say, at the outset, that in connection with
loeal "0\'8 nment work in Queensland there
are ;/2 local authorltle. Associated with
the Local Authorities’ Association of Queens-
land there are 166, and it is something new
to me to hear the language that has been
used during this discusslon az to the qualifi-
cations and the ability that is possessed by
local authority members. It has been my
pwnlow(\ on various occasions to listen, not
only to the present Ilome Secretary, but mso
to the late Home Secretary, Hen. J.
fuxham, and on every occasion that they
ve had the privilege of addressing the
conferense of locul authority representatives
they have congratulated those representatives
vpen the excellent work they were doing for
the State and the assistance they were giving
to the Government, and I can searerly under-
nd the reason for the changed attitude
adopted in the introduction of a Bill such

as this. 1 swant to point oub

5 p.m.] that an asseciation of such im-

portance has unanimously passed
a 1 oluuml protes ting ageinst the adult fran-
chise.  That is quite sufficient to warrant
me oppesing such a mea sure 4 this, I object
to the (\dult franchise. and I also object to
any law by which a man whose property is
placad plar*tna‘h‘ in the power of a section
cf the community has no vote at all. His
't is held as a guarantee for the loans
rdrafts in thk various lecal authori-
h which hie is associuted, and I cbject
o thiz property being Y)Lactmal]v confiscated
br a zecrion of the community. The property
is good enough to be held as a bond for
the 1 noney which the local authorities want
to bmm‘v but when it comes to the voting

typogr bhl(

know
propose to oppose the

would like fto

power of the property he has no zay at all.
We on this side are tv itted w being
wmomn’rmt,\ o3 of vested interests. am in
this sort of a pleasurable position: that it
has not been my experience, in a period

extending over about fourteen years of almost
(‘ontmuou; connection with local governmant
work, of h the same oxperience that
hon, gentlemen on the other side have had
T rvefer more particularly to 2 speech made
by the hon. member for Rosewood in con-

nection with the clection of chairmen or
mayors of the vavious local authorities. I
think it can be borne out by others who

}axe had the same e\pm‘lf‘nce that never
been on any occasion associated with
a eauwcus for the cleetion of a president or
rman of a shire council or mavor of a

The PREMIER:
the mecting t!

But wvou were presemt ab
sent the delegation home.

Mr. Marwell.]
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Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. gentleman has
his answer to that, because he has admitted
that it had nothing to do with what he went
hovne for. We are not discussing the dele-

gation to-day. Surely an hon. member with
the inteiligence of the Premier knows that.

Ao are discussing an amendment of the
Local Authorities Act just now, and it is
o < ;
quite sufficiont to discuss one thing at a

time. I believe a great amount of castiga-

tion was given to the Brisbane City Council
by the Home Secretary.

The IIome RETARY : No, it

s Now,

wasin't; you
basfair; where did

read my epeech.
you uuj it?

I read it in the paper,
natvrally «ccept the hon.

I will give vou ihe
and vou will see that

I have to accept the
;

been made by the hon,
‘L nmmg heard the arguments,
or ra which has b 1
the re

¢ of local authe
side, one can scarcely unders

the cther Y
son_they are taking up ‘their p

the rea

attitude. It only coes to show that

are nob conversant wi th the Act urvf'e W
the local auth e \ozi ing.

are only certain fun tions v hich the loc 11
authorities can perform under the Act at
D nt. The Brizsbane City Council has

remove a_number of the ¢
od buildings, and I might add that in
the Cm.cnm*(»nf t

!
1*‘1 bt o
1.

'ld’ B
I can
n 1(\+ coinply
ane ity Cou ;
are the Government ther can do no wrong
local authoritics are conceruned.

so far as

vofer Don.

gentlemen o a

number of buildings which ave « disgrace
to anr ordinary suburb, let alons a ci I
refer to the buildings crected above the
Central Railway St n. We have hefove

us ab the present time @ number of buildings
in the Brisbane City Council that are a
long veay botter than those which have been
condemmed, and the owners have }‘(sm'v"x,
that the buildings wmust be

) And that 15 not the only o
which the Government arce the simers. T
think members of the Goverament <hould
set the cexample to local authorities and not
cbuse and eriticiss fhom for doinz whet
they only have power to ;i is. to

out the work of tl‘f‘ 1. oY

1

the

wvll thet

HBon. racubers knew full

loeal authorities to-daz only ~1m’<' DOWEr up

to a certain  extent to m o certain

buildin they also knc Bri«-
¢

Council certain
rod;  but ¥

nents

ang having bee
© were cleaned up and white-wach
compiied  with thi, TICLI"I‘ Dapa
gulations, we could not order the by
to bLe pulled down.  The work of

far

goverament Is a very serious f
cut foesl zovernmoent moen are concern
sen must bear in mind, a po‘nfed ot
Aubigny, n:af lho

o easurs
troduce into
A v»otl svstern that
never obtzined before, and ‘that is ordinary
politics, which, I contend, is not in the be

[Mr. Marwell.

ng as
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interc of lecal government. I cannot
understand the position that is being takcen
up against the property-holders. A man

puts the whole of his work, we will say,
into the Rast Ward, which I am supposed to
vepresent in the city Brisbar

A GoveavuexT BJEMBER: Are jou
supposed to represent it?

Mr. MAXWELL: I am supposed to
represent it, but the IMayor of Brisbane
at the present time sents the whole
city, and not one ward. I want to I)omﬁ

out tho injustice likely to acerue in a B
sach as this, Fle may have the whole of his
business intarests in this ward, aud bee
he lives in the Hamilton town ar
vote in the city.
-esidential  or an
=nd when I speak about an cecupi
cation, I want to sav that uo
heing done to the ocouplier to-day bu
under the TLocsl  Authorities et
mesbors know that if the oceupicy pays
i cen clpim hig

injustice iz

rent within dars he
vote, and t done In a g@rest many
instances.

The Fioue Scererary : YWhat if his hous

is sold?

MANXWELL: I am vot
bother my head about the Home Sccrctavy.
He will have his opportunify vhen u‘pw ving,
and I am sarious about this, which the hon
g('nlt]("ﬂ(‘n is not, I also want to point out
the justico that is being done by the
ann,ul(\nt not Qdyin? rates for propervty
in the city aress, and the a: ‘1ovmt oi noney
due to the local authorities for o the
vonsls and foctpaths avound thelv bmlmn
in order. I contend that if it is a fa
this for the business man to eontribute
the upke :nlxd faoly

towardsy

and  drainage, it iz a )m

Government to do the sme, And I believe
that the bylaws of 1 i })f\‘ e Nty
Clouneil are already be cen by certain

drainage being turncd into the Brisbave
River which we as mombers of the Brisbane
! Couneil would osecute ) seople for
doing. As I zaid before, if it is a fair deal
for the ordinary ratepayer te have to pay
for the upkeep of the roads aud footpaths

around his buildings, it is a fa 1. deal for
the Govermnent to do the same T just want
to poiut out to hon. membe the amount
of wmoney local authorities lose through not
being able to colm(t rates on CGoverament
prope-ities.  The Bill introdaced by Sir
Thomas ellwraith, when the late Hon.
“harles Buzacott was in charge of that
deparvtment, provided for subs idics o local
authorities. and the subsidies paid under
that measire were practically looked upon
~

nald by the nment for the

p oi the roads arourd Governnent

buil \Iimfs. I did nos in koocking
oft the subsidics to loral av but tho
CGovernment, having abandoned the prineciple
of subsidies, should at least pay rates to
local authovities equivalent to the amouns
¢f the subsidies previously granted. ihe
fellowing  figures, showing the value of

Government and other lands in South Br
bane in respecet of which no retes are paid,
are interesting. It is estimated thst the
valna of Government lands in that municl-
pz\'zir,y i1 .about £76,250, Tha value of schools

"65«) the value of wmnicinal land and
parks £153,000, the value of churches £9,200,
the value of Water and Sewcrage Board
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properties £1,700, the value of the cricket
eround £9,000, and the value of the Mater
Hospital £4,050: the total values being,
roughly, about £2,700,000. Taking the rate
at 10d. in the £1, these properties reprozent
over L£11 600 in respect of which rates are

not  col u‘( table,  The total rateable va'ue
of lands occuy )ied by the wvarious State
Government do artments within the Bris-
city aves iz £341,880, which, 1f rate-
would producs at the present cify

Tnclud-
milis,

rating an annual revenue of £8,547.

ing State enterprises such as State
State meory, and State butcheries, which
have a rafeable value of £13,000, the rates
rom  Gevernment propertiu, if rateable,
sould produce £375,000 per annum. With
soard to properties or’r*upmd by State es Atf I
I (,(mtcnd that they should bz
{ Stafc enter prises

.xl‘;

The §

Lo to pe )‘ atfes. tato ‘)ut m"s

shen and the Smto fishery are entering into
ot n with men engaged in those lines
of and the least the ‘GO\’\“ ment
ean to contribuie towards the

in the same way as othor business
peeple arve  doing. I the Government
propertics were rateable, the Government

would have to contribute £325,000 per annum
to 1 autherities. In the £8.547 which I
ted would be due to the Brisban
neil for yates from the Government
T have not taken into account schools, recrea-
tlon res . Domain, or railwav stations
and vards, nor are Commonw calth premises
inclug That is a matter in respect to
which the Bill should be amended, With
veference to the provision for the election
of sy by the ratepayers, I object to
that isic.
The Hosg S

the hon.
that wou
to that

will

reason 18
man  clected

solutely unfitted for
gentlemen  in this

who have been swociated with local

ties, and fF know that therer are
ocexsions in which a person clectod as mavor
ix nor thoroughly ﬁ[’l‘,(‘] to look after the

the town or city cou‘wr‘?'l As to

intepeats

the statement that mayors have been mere
rubher stamps Hor town clerks in local
anthioritics, 1 think the Tlome Seerciary
knows that there sre a number of business
men connested with local authorities in the
Norilt who cannot afiord t1 to attend to
local authoritics ¢snferenc That is the
YOARGIL clevks are s lown to the con-
fmwl(‘ here th 2ain at synount

It cannct b
5 the whole of

ze. d th i any
lel(

auntt

3 ihe
in repeet to loeal

i admitted that the o
nding vk~ to the loeal authori

ferences is %,h(t they mav rub shoulde
cther men vho know little
about Joral authority werlk than thos ks
kne indi 'lul“ﬂ No one has a gl cater
regard than 1 h ve for the work done by

meils, and T oam not goi to allow

ome Seerctary to say that I and my
(’ryhcauuo in the city council, or the mem-
ber« of wancils in towns or shires are
rubbe npe for town clerks. It w ould be

a retrograde sten to adopt the sy=tem pro-
posed in this Biil under which the mayor
and all the aldermen of a local authority
would be elected at one time. Especially do

[30 NoveMBER.]
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I object to that provision which enacts that
the mayor only be a candidate for the
position of mavor, and not for the p051t10n
of fxld erman. Under such circumstances it
' happen that the citizens would lose the
of a man swho would be a very
alderman A man may be an
mco.l nt alderman, and not fitted for the
n of mavor, and vice versa. Irrespec-
sive to establish adult franchise
in 70( tI "mfr]orltns, T believe that the Home
Secreta desires to place local authorities
od and sound p();m"on but I say
under thiz proposal regarding the elec-

1Y

of the mayor and aklcuﬂcn the local
will’

not be placed in a good
Tuder such a system
e W 1]I be no mntinuit of policy pur-
sned by the ¢ldermen and the mavor.  There
il be nothmfr to prevent the whole seven,
twelve, o fourteen aldermen coAlxntutmg a
ceuncil being put out at the same time when
"KO(”IOH\ talke place. If that were to
ing aldermen would become
o stamps for the clerk of the town
1re or city counml as the case may be.
that reason, J suggest to the ’\Ilmster
that he should consider the desirahility of
hov\mg half of 1he members of the coun-
cils to roetire every year, as is the case under
the present Act.

The HoME SICRETARY :

3. MAXWELL: When we are building
up o constitution such as that proposed in
this Bill, the cost onould not count in the
matter, czpecially as local authority men do
their work for nothing. It cannot be said
that the provision I am now dealing with
«ill benefit the eommunity. There are a
eat many things that the locsl authorities

suthorities
aound

and
1

T.ook at the cost.

suld like to do, if they hxd the necessary
er.  With reference io slum areas, I
that no slum ateas oxist in Brisbane to-

There may be certain cottages which
not tenantaple or habitable. and there
no bodsr more #incere In their desire to
co or pull down such buildings than
¢ the city council. But they have not the
pewer to do thet—they cannot say to thP
owner, ¢ You must pull that building down,”
noy can they s ister for ‘Works
“You inusi m'H that 'bulldmg dovia, because
it does not coniply with the city B
M. Do away with the

allotments.

Mr. MAXWELL: I would like to
with ‘them. ! do not believe in sm
go further and sey that where it is
. before the plans were approved
any pran sub .mtr(\d for the subdivision
-.1nula be made for a num-
rounds for children
ing to play in the gutters

laws.”
16-perch

Corin

instead ot their ha

and LA number of our local
autho Leliove in that, but the hon.
gentleman kuows full well that we have not
the power to enf i

The Howg R The Brishane City
Council is the mﬂv body which is deing any-
thing in regevd to parks

A, MAXWW i thank the hon. gentle-

nian for that 1 might tell him that
the cf counctl has had to pay for the
greatest number of thelr parks. are

i@cr.n(l to none in regard to ]m Wo
caliss that the he walth of the comimunit v is
i'uv cots w,domtlo 1. The Homsa Secretary

te the i > Fealth Department, and I
challrnze him to point ont ore the wishes

Mr Marwell.]
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of the 1fealth Departiment have not heen
carried out. If the Brisbane City Councii
o any other council has not done its duty
it is not the fault of the council, but it i
the fault of the Minister for not scoing
the council did its daty. ‘

The Hour SgceeTany interjected.

\ The haon. gentleman had
a taste of Breakfast Oreck a little while ago
and has not got over it, ¥ would not have
dodeed the guestion in the way the hon.
gentleman did if I had had my Way.

The IIouME SECRETARY :
pure bunkum.

VYou know that is

Mr. MAXWELL: I know it is the truth,
and I know the hon. gentleman knows it.
At a deputation in conrection with that
wmatter the hon. gentleman said to me, “ You
do not care whether this building is pulled
down or not. You do not care if the people
who have invested their money in this have
to push away.” 1 said, T have vet to
learn it is one of the functions of a Labour
Minister to barrack for vesiod interests when
the health of the community is at stake.”
T will tell the hon. gentleman what the Bris-
bane City Council offered to do. We told
the ratepayers round the area, “ Get your
case up and the Brizbane City Council “will
bz behind vou and will go to the court.”
(Eear, hear!) What more could v do?
The Commissioner for Public Health kncws
full well that he hes certain powers which
have not been given ta the eliv council or
to other local authoritizs.  Not only that,
but the police have certain things under their
control.  Look at cur strects to-dav. They
have bhcen 1l‘1n“:l ﬂ f,\h ’rl‘i}e Dul‘lgng up of

stropolitan Water and

he gas comnpany, the
, and the post and

we cun do nothing.
‘tatives of the
re State that the locul

t : r their work. The
ce; sthovities av y their worl, and
doing it woll. I need cnly refer to the
character that wes given to local authorities
by the nressnt Home &cerctary at the opwn-
mg of the ronfrrénee the other day, and by

the late
The He
one of the

rotary.

SrerTary: We help to keep
est parks you have in the ciiv.

Mr, 2

. .
The council 15 sponding
all the ] [ o

the

unbecomi
sombly
have been
of men

CoOnn
1

Den

ion
doing
awkw
hich &
Yhey may ha

ficient control.

cireurn-
ot give

. . - N b

of things which do not meet with the
wizhos of hon. meombers en the cther side.
want to icll hon. members that th too
have dons things thet leeal authevities do
not like. Thoy pavy no siteniinn to resolu-

tions that are passed by local authorities. I

1 ‘oW O 1t
do not know of many local authoriiies who

have clesed ¢ne of the principal thorough-
I * 3 ’
fares of a citv to put a building o )
think that iz one of the mest diaboliesl out-

rages ever perpetrated on a city council or
on the citizens themselves. The hon. gentle-

[Mr.

Marwell,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Acts Amendment Bill

man may laugh, but if may bocmerang on
to the Government again.

e Hour SmemprARY: I was not laughing

to these
call thew

cv,
> ked upon as the
sted dutercets.

GTIVEER

The Hour SECRETARY : What strect ave you
referring to?

Mr. MAXWELL: Edward street; Jacob’s
Ladder, where the Trades MHall is.  Nob
only in connection with the non-contribution
of Tunds to our roads, footpaths, snd parks
are the (lovernment sinners, What abonb
the noxious weeds and the prickly-pear? I
was assoniated with the work of local govern-
ment in Toombul Shire when there was a
deputation to the then Treasurer—ir.

thorn. There was an area infected with
noxicus weeds. It was alive with water
hyacinth and other noxious weeds.  Mr.

Tetrie was on that deputation. When we
spoke about this land beirg cleared, the
Minister said, ‘The Government have
ccided to hand that reserve over to the
control of the local authority.” T say in all
sincerity that if it is a fair and just thing
to compel our ratepayers to keep their areas
cloan of noxious weeds, it is fair for the
Government to do the same, because it 18
from the woeds and pear and other things
on Government areas that the seed is carried
and sown somewhere else. A more sincere
bodv of men than local authority men 18
has nover been my lot to be associated with,
and T am sorry to hear what some ho
gontlomen have said regarding the exper
énee they have had in connection with the
work of local government. It only means,
as far g2 T can see, that they evidently have
got into bad company. As T have said on
other occasions, because you have one bad
man helonging fo 2 section of the comrunity
wou cannot condemn the whole Tot. If it is
5 wond example for the Imperial Govern-
went o subsidise the Imperial control of
Westminster, surely it is a fair deal for the
apd Covernment to follow in their
and to pay rates on the various
they controll It is their action
to such properties which is retard-
locs1  authorities in  their progress

health and towards advancing in

All the Crovernment do is crifi-

B
e

(=5}

OvVeTry ¢
cign the work of loeal authorities and abuse
men who, in 1y 0pinion, have done better

work than the Government ave doing at the
preseit time. The Commons ealth Bank also
have eraricd this monev, and sur

when
thoy recomnise their obligations to the local
apthority, it is the Jeast our demeeratic
ondz on the other side conld dn The
Covernment will be ill-advised if thev per-
gict wwith this measuve. I realise full well
that they arc carvrving oub a part of their

peliev.  But before they take the country
to destruction, let them weigh carefully the

experience which local government people
have had and are giving them in this Cham-
ber, Pui a body of irresponsibles in charge

of wour local government work
[5.30 p.m.] without any Jimit to their rate-

ing powers, and see what the
result will be. I cannot undexrstand the
ipconsistoncy  of the Government in this
matter. Thew are nrepared fo sa¥, “You. as

an elector, own nothing: you. on the other
hand, as a property-owner, shall put your
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property into pawn or pledge it as security
for leans or overdrafl while the other
feﬁlow, the clector, mavy make Whatover
charge he likes npon it I want to show
the pessible result—the ruination that may
be created. When a man thinks of bu
a property, he first of all desires to find CUu
what the locel valuation of that property
is, and generally, if he has his head screwed
on the right way, he goes to the local
authorvity and finds out what their valuation
is.  facondly, he finds out ot the rates
Then he beging to weigh the pros and

are
cons of the case. He begins to agitate his
mind with such questions as. ““How much
power have they to go fmthm with the
rates?" And he thinks, ““They have
unlimited power; thoy can go as far as they
iike.”

Mr. Brexxay: What are they in Mel-
bourne?

Mr. MAXWELL: Go to Melbourne and
find out.

Mr, Brexxay: Half-a-crown.

Mr. MAXWEILL: Yes, but the hon. mem-
ber forgets that it is cn a different basis

there. In any case. I am mnot dealing with
that aspect of the case. I am dealing with
the condition of affairs that is likely to oceur
in the event of unlimited powers of rating

being given to local authorities. The buyer
I have rekorred to, xf he is a man =ith any
business acsmen at all. will sav, “ Well

n‘no e men have power to rate me right out
* the property. They can put on this land

whnt:;vm' they like in rates. and not only
that—ther can also inecrease the valuation
to any e\'tem they like.” And the hon.
member knows that the local authority valua-

o adomeq by the
nd the State

And  pro-
impress on

the one that is
nd Se r
deral
Derty-owr

hon. e the nece :king a
ous view »f this »a he ques
tion—-have not only got tn inercased

rates Jevied on them br Incal authorities
on ineveased valuations, but thes are also
hit up in arcther we an ast of all
wo gob down 1o bedroc and the bedrock

of the matter is that it is one Of the objects
of the p'n'tv ophoﬂfh 3 corner all the pro-
perty they can get from tbo man who owns

it {Hear. hear!) There is no doubt that
15 their great objective, and this is
in which they intend to acromplizh it If
will be a sorry day for the work of Jocal
goverament if such a messure as thm 1s
plas on the statute-book of Qu

me

I venture to say that the Secr .
2 : i the Home
wvs foll well
adduced
there is
warn the

lmn membe
truth in what I d
Government to watch whe
bncause they arve not
proparty-owners to

i

going to lead the tir sering
in such a manner i’ne work of local
government.

OrrositioNn MIeusrns: Hear, hear!

Mr., GLEDSON (fpsiich): We have just
heard a =pecch frem the hon mewmber for
Toowong, who has had some experience in
locval autherity work, and should know some-
thing about k)cal authority matters. There
are one or two main features in the BRill,
which is an amendment of previous Acts,
with which mc=t of us have had something

[30 Noveusuxr.]
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fa do. We all know that the loen] =uthorities
2t the presont time have cevtain duties to
}:Lnrm“ in functions of offien. and I
beleve t] wry out those functions to
‘m.-’: bost ability. I am acquainted

ith qu a nunﬂwr of local authority men,

anJ I know that they are mon who devote a
lerge amount of their spare time, and time

sometimes that is not spare, to the interests
of the ratepayers and the prople concerned
o lecal government vork., We arve quite

aware of that, and all honour to men who will
de that class of .\ork and help to bring
about a betterment of local authority affairs
in their State.

One of the things that they have to deal
ith—and cne which concerns not only rate-

parers. but all res IdC“tb in every local
authority. whether it be shire or town or
city—i1s the health of thc people.  Local

aunthorities have a big say in that matter.
In fact, we find to-day that thoy are taxed to
the extent of a great amount of money to
Doy for dealing with discases of an epidemic
character that arise in their areas, and ab
the pr(sont time they are really hard putb
to it to know just how they are going to meet
these expenses. This Bill proposes to give
loeal authoritiex power to deal, not only
with heaith maiters, but other matters that
properly belong nmongq* their functions. I
am one of those who believe that the local
authorities should have greater power, and
greater control over the needs and utilities
of the people than they have. They should
control, mot onlv health and roads and
ferrics, but also the transport in and around
their m‘ous, v system for instance,
snd lighting and also—
as they do to some at vpresent—the

amusements which they provide in  their
ciries.  We do not & m going in for
some of these things at all st the present
time, and T sas that ther should control
them alone, te a large oxtent.
W find that this 811 hes corialn good
provisions in 1t. One which has not been
he by many remhers opposite
i w}th referenca  to  local
We find that ~ome of them

heve nok be“n carrying on in a way that has
Beon in the interests of the ratepayers and
the people zenzrally, and the consequence has

been that some of thosw shires have got into
a siate out of which it is diffieult to get them,
The Bill providﬁ that there shall be certifi
cated elerls, who shall pass an examination,
and ponsible for the carrying out of
their duties in a fuller wav than they are at
muevlt Shire elerks to-day ave not receiv-
v the salaries that they should rveceive for
1110 ork are doing. Who 1s respon-
sible for at? Not Labour men, becauss
there ave very few Labour men in councils
at all. Wherever there have bean Labour
men in the councils they have tal cil care to
see that their clerks receive salaries com-
mensurate with the weork they are doing, but
in the mm’o‘itv of cases shire clerks ave nof

paid an fvlmg like what theyv should be.
s P. Barnes: They are under an
are they not? ’
3y, GLEDSON: XNo, becaunse the local
authorities refused to allow them to go to
the Court.
Mr., Kmxg: Certeinly not; that is not
true.
Mr. GLEDSOXN: That is a fact They
were refused admission to the Court, and

Mr. Gledson.]
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the local authorities refused them the right
to

Mer.

K'I\G They are helping them to get

to the Court az much as they can.
Mr. GLEDSON: That docs not alter the
fact, Perinission to go to the Court has
been T(’f‘ls(‘d to them, and not only that,

but the councils have also refused to meet
them in order to try to arrange their salaries
w1+‘1 them.

s1r. Hixe: Thst is not true.

Mr. GLEDSOXN: It is one of the things,
not only in counectien with their salarics,
but in connection with their hours of duty
that should be ro.ng'hcd These men are
biack at night working all hours, particularly

T ge ‘rz'nfr out rate notices, and
in Any 1n°t<mc s 1(\(1150 to
stalice in get ting out their

o th

rate 10ii They werk day and night,
although get no overtiine from the
council, are practicalls slaves to the
couriclils.

Mr. Bepsixeroy: Nothing of the kind.
Therve ave no slaves. They get more salary

than the farmer is getting pay.

3ir. GLEDSON: If some of these men getb

more salaries than the fariners get pay, then
the fariners must not get much.

Mr. BRINGTGN : It is quite correct.

Me. GLEDSON: The hon. member for
Drayvton represents the farmers, and he

[ 'mmﬂ

e farmers to ges

s a greater
than th(‘v are gettl

at the present

Lrs;m“ 1oN: I do as«i:t them, but we
to keep you in cheep feod.
GLEDSON: I do not want cheap
food at the expense of any one. If the
farmers are not go ing a fair deal now
that ther are represented by the hon. mem-
Ler for Drayton anc. n*hor ‘llP;Y]bE‘I) on that
side. the ouly advice I can give them is to
put in Labour rien *o represent them, and
ther will get a fair deal.
Mr, Breepixgron: They are in now, and

that is what i3 doing it.

My, Kirwax: You never got 9s. a bushel
under an anti-Labour Government.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : No thanks to you.

[“ GLEDBON :
by hon. membx
adult franchis

Another question raised
opposite is the question of
Hon. members opposite
object to that, and think that only rate-
pavors should be allowed to vote. One would
think that the adoption of the adult fran-

chise wwould mean a great change in local
authority representation, and that the whole
of the local anthorities \‘oq]d be represented

by Labour mon. What is the

position is that in very mz\n.,
‘i1l be no alteration at all, and there will
be very little .alterations in the rolls, with
the exveption that the wife will get a vote
in addition to the husband in many districts.

The residents who ave ratepayers will have a
vote under this Bill, just the same as they
had before, so that it will make very little

e position? The

districts there

mfc“pn% in the representation to what it-

iz at the
the

nresent time,

: : I cannot see why
ntreduaction of the

adult franchise is

going to make anv difference, so far as a
great number of the districts are conecerned.
in some instances, where men and women

have not got the right to vote, they will now

[Mr. Gledson.
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be allowed to vote. Hon. members oppo-
site want the property-owners to retain the
voting-pewer they have at present. The hon.
member for Teowong wants a man to have
thirty or forty votes. while others may have
nene at all. Members on the Government
side claim that it cught to be one vote one

value, and that there ou(rht to be democratic
1"nplosematmn on the council. It is quite
possible t the old systemy fer one man
to have ’r]mt' or forty votes.

A wcox: That is noh he
caunot have that many votes.

Biv. GLEDSON:
he owns proper

QAUaas,

It is perfectly correct if
1n different local authority

M. xG1oN : Why not say 100 votes
Mr. GLEDSON: It i3 possible for a man
L :
to huvo 100 votes under the present law in

Gueensiand.

Mr. Brrgrvarox: Would he not be lable
for 100 ypavments for rates?

My, SON: e weuld only be liable
to par according to the rateable value of his
Jand, the 1w as any other individual is
Hable fo

Mr. G

Do you know any man
forty votes?
know

who has thirty or
D Prssp: I
sixty votes

r. GLEDSON: I know several people
have three votes in each division or
ward, I am not going to take up further
h theee uﬂﬁup. Moembers on the
Opposition side have not given us any roasons
Tm om’mmr z‘}n\ beyond saying
hat the m=u with the Dmpor*v should have

a man who controls

MORRY

H e votfo, I am n ed t* support the Biil
Jmt lmpﬁ rlml it w 11 not be long befare it
is pur inio “ will then give
the peaple of ¢ ta“ the right to have &

in the seloction of local authority repre-

sentatives, and in that wey they will have
in the health, Hghting, drainage,
siem, and other matters in con-
nection with our Toeal authorities in the

interests of the needs of the people.

Mr, KING (Logan): I must confess to a
feoling of extreme disappointment that the
has come down to the House
a meaxre Bill such as he has put before

: cvening.  The local authorities
Cucensland were led to believe
that they were going to get a full measure

yme Secrets
with

£ loeal goveimment ;zmone?menfs,

it w to po a corsolidated Aect,

of that, we have zot a short Bill containing
a plevk of the Labour platfo together
with one or two recommendations which
have come froem the loca)l aunthorities, No
doubt, th amondments  were tuded
merely o sugur-coat the pill swhich the
Tiome Sceretary and the Government evport

the Onposition to

swallew., T would just
like to ref:

T to an address which the Hemse

Seeratary gave at the Tocal Authoritics
Counference last July. e ssid. amo
other things. in dealing with now legislation—

“ Daring
T.ocal

the coming sossion, a new
Governing Awmoending Bili, an
eading Tlealth Bill, and a Greater
Brishane Bill are to be introduced into
T have already briefly out-

! ater Brh.\mg proposals.
N nnondi!'\.g Bills contain provisions
iving effect to many of the resolutions
«d by the conference, and I expect
that further provisions will be included
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as a result of the work of this confer-
ence. The main features of the Liocal
Government Bill are the adult franchise,
triennial elections, election of mayor, a
provision declaring the mavor or chair-
man to be the chief executive officer

of 1 local suthority, and dcﬁrnbg his
powers; provisions requiring the certi-
fication of lo al government clerks and
engineors, and the compulsory employ-
ment  of (onlﬁcatcd officers subject to
condtitions; p]ondm'r for
mqmucs in connection wlm the dizmissal
of officers; valuation of perpetual lease-
holds on unimproved basis; differential
rating of farm lands in ¢ities and towns;
a provision to cnable the local authority
to compel, under penalty. an adjoining

a

owner to keep his boundar: line: free
of nO\iOlh weeds when  his neighbour
has kept his land clear, and some town
pla“nnm provi inciuding  much
greater powers to deal with roads, sub-
ivisi (defining  residence.

, aud building lines.”

e then made to a new
Health 211l As T s remely dis-
appoiuted that he las Dot ven offect to
lutions of the Local Authoritics’ Con-

which hazve been g cd year after

1913, and submitted to him, and

orities Unous;nou‘

Wore going

stvle this
lezs than an
'\1 '(“', Bill
» loeal dI\EAXOI‘r
f‘l ihe

=

ion of the Bill

is wrong with the

FING: What
in any way
g for an

only trought
of the com-
that is sup-
side of the
that up to the
Chueensland has
polities. We try
Ioeal government

ER: Tou whati?

war. KING: We try to keop polities out
of local governmeut. men: who are
attending  to  local yment  work in
Queensland  at tl time arc men

who have t! of the community

at heart—men ‘ing out a volun-
tary  duty ungy udmnﬁl‘ and in the best
intrrests of the whole of the pecple of

nd. I take local govarnmoent very

When I say that I have been a
i of a local authority for twenty-five
vears, I know that my friends on the other
side will say, “Too long.” But let me say
that I represent a ward in a shire in Bris-
bane in which most of my supporters are
Labour men—men who profess political
Labour principles.

M. SroprorD: Then why should you be
afraid of this franchise?

Mr, KING: I am not afraid of it.
twenty-five years

For
I have been the representa-
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tive of that ward, and they have returned
me every time without a contest.

Ir. Winstantgy: Then the Labour men
cannot take much interest.
Mr. KING: They take such a lot of

interest that they know they can trust me.
and they know that T will do ruy best, quite
irrespective of party polities. ‘The hon.
member for Ipswich made some very inac-
carate statements akout the clerks, which I
cannot allow to go unchallonged. "The hon.

member was either very ignorant clse
he was  wilfully  misleading  the $House.
i am not gong to  accuse the  hon.
member  of  wilful misvepreseutation, but
prefer  to  think he was ignorant, and
I will tell the House the facts concerning

the clevks.
the

The clerks banded together for
surpose of  Dbettering thnir conditions.
rcutive of the Local Authorities Asso-
met the clerks and said to them,
oet  together and for!nulate your
d we will meet you.”” The clerks
o, and their exccutive came to
cutive of the Loeal Authorities Asso-
and d cd matters with ,them.
As a result of that discussion, the terms were
embodied in en agreemient which met with
the mutual support of the clerks snd the
rutive of ihe Loecal Authorities A-socia~
§ rosult of tmt mutuzl =preement,

g the execufive of the

Aswclation to every local
nrhout Qu m*nsland bLelonging
subinitiing a draft of
1 a recommendation from
authorise the O\‘”Uti\'@ to
rerment on behalf of the

ha Local Authorities
The clerks were perfectly F'ltAJﬁ(“d.
: ther hed to do then

ation,

nofice
of the local authe t
the asociation accepting

unconditionally, and autho-
1 ign it on their

o to the Arbi-
stration as
Arbitrat
ical d:‘fcct in their

: uon and,
te amend their rules and
then ¢ go back to the court, when roglstmtlon
would von effect to, The clerks have
g i held a mecting, and, so far as
they have ameonded their rules,
vithin the nest week or so, they are
oing back to the court to ask for registra-

tien., after which the agreement will be given
cffeet to.

et re
to fh(\

2 union.

Grensow:  “ After which 775 it has
going on for ecighteen months.
Mr, KING: The exccutive of the associa-

tion hss authority to execute the agreement
az soon as the clerks ave registerad as a
union. They cannot do any more than that.
And let me say that the salaries of the clerks
under tlm agreement are made retrospec-
tive fo the Ist of January of this year.
I venfure to 0y that that explanation ought
to satisfv the hon. member for Ipswich that
the local authorities are doing their best
to meet the clerks so far as their salaries
are concerned.

Mr. GLEDSOX :

They refuse to pay them.
OpposITION MEMBERS: No! No!

Mr. KING: They do not refuse to pay.
Although the agreement has not yet been

Mr. King.]
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ratified, many local authorities are mnow
paying the salaries which are to be paid
under the agreement.

I said in opening, I take Jocal govern-

seriously. It 1s one of the great
ches of government in the State of
Queenslund.  First of all, we have Govern-

ment of the Commonwealth, exercising its
functions within the limits of its Constitu-

tion. Then we have the Government of the
State ewercising ocertain functions which
have not been taken over by the Common-

weanlth.
as -a third branch, exereising certain func-
tinns, powers, and obligations delegated to
it by the State Government, As My. Chuter
said in a very informative and well written
paper on local administration, “thh he read
at the local authorities’ conference the year
belore last—There is no doubt that local
government opens up a wide freld for con-
structive >tatuman<lup So 1t does. Any-
cne studying the history of local goxelnment
and its duolopment will find it a very
interesting study indecd. But, when Parlia-
ment dolefmted cortain of its powers and
duties to local government, there is no doubt
it was intended by Parliament that it should
give a full measure of self government
to those who &re administering the local
government ‘\ﬂtb Lrno)tunatolx, the powers
aud freedom given by those Acts are becom-
ing more and more hampered every day.
No one will assert for a moment that local
authoritics have ever had real power or
real freedom so far as their financial arrangs
n;onts are concerned. What we want in
local government, and whut we require above
ail Jllm*s is more power and more freedom.
We want to frece local governiment as much
25 possible from central control. Local
horities are hampered beyond all reason
in Larljmo out their duties by central con-
*vol. In counmvction with central control, I
would just like to quote a few words written
by Mr. Garlizk, the Under Secretary for
Local (xon\xnment in New South Wales,
from his report in 1918, Mr. Garlick is
known to some of us, and those who know
h!m have a very bigh opinion of his ability
snd his energy as a local government man.
This is what he says in that report—

“The principle object we desire to
achieve by our local government system
is first and foremost the developmrent
of frea and self-reliant communities in
the States. For this purpose, I say here,
that loeal organisations should be as free
from central control as possible.”

(Sitting suspended from 6 p.m. to T p.m.)

Mr. KING. continuing: Some hon, mem-
bers opposite seem to think that local authori-
ties have unlimited powers.

argued for an extension of

Mr. Syira: I
powers.,

Mr. KING: But a good deal of blame has
been put upon local authorities because they
have not exercised powers which they do
not possess. I say that our powers are
limited, and those powers have been inter-

fered with by the hampering effect of finan-
cial arrangements and interference by the
central authority. The powers of local
government are found principally in the
Local Government Acts, 1902-17, the Health
Acts. the Local Works Loan Act, and the
Public Works Land Resumption Act. Under
section 60 of the principal Act they have

{8 r. King.

And then we have local government

Acts Amendment Bill.

the control, maintenance, managemeni, and
con:munmn of 1oad< forries, bnd zes, cul-
; 50 62 of the Act
g,\on ve ex ive powers in

of 1cqm1mg ands and buildings for
purposes, uut the exercise of these
13 not compulsory; they ave merely
ionary; and when the local authority
ity statutorr powers, the exercise
of such power carries with it certain respon-
sibili There 1 no power to compel a
local aurh(n]t\ to make a voad; but if it
dovs o, it must see that the road is wmade
plopmlv and 13 kept In =uch a state of
repair that no cidents are likely to hap-
pen. and that no claim for damages is
made dg_vdinn the local autho on the
ground of misfeasance. If they do not make
the rosd ther are simply liable to non-
fcasance which carries practically no penalty.

en, if they want to make a pound they
have certain duties cast upon them. They
havo to see that the pound is kept free from
disease, and certain duties are impesed upon
the nmmdke eper. Then, in the case of places
of public resort they have to carry responsi-
bility. They must see that places of public
wwort are safe and free for people to go to
running the risk of accident. If
thev widen a road they have to provide a
temporary road while doing so. All these
statutory powers which are conferred upon
local authorities carry with them mcreasme;
rvesponsibilities. But the local authorities are

certain

N
without

not afraid of their 1e\ponslbll ties. The one
that I am connected with iz not afraid of
its responsibiliti and carrics them every
time. and i docs the very best it possibly
can under the conditions in which it finds
itsalf when 15 is exercising those powers
We wil; for a moment just consider what

I authorite has so far as its
s are concerned. We know

»s to depend on ifs
that is the staple revenue
of a loral authovity and to get those rates
it is provided by the Act that the local
authority can tax on the unimproved value
of the land. When the hon. member for
Toowons was speaking in connection with
rating. the h on. member for Toowoomba
asked him what was the general tate, and
the hon. member for Too“onv replied that
the maximum rate was 6d. Then the hon.
member for Toowoomba, in order to show
his ereat knowledge of these things, said,
“Why don't vou tax up to half-a-crown, thé
same as they do in Melbourne?”

power the locs
Hxati(m prop
that a loral autho
rates to carry

\r. Grepsox: He did not say that. He
said that they taxed up to half-a-crown in
Melbourne.

My, KING: That is so. He said the rate
in Mejbourne was half-a-crown. I would like
to point out that the basis of valuation In

§ hnd and the basis of wvaluation in
are not at all identical; they are

totally ¢izsimilar, We know that in Victoria
th(\ valuation is based on the annual capital
alue of the land.
Hon. J. G. Apprr: Rateable value.

Ay, KING: Tt is altogether different. We
have to depend for our revenue on what we
can raise on taxation of the unimproved
value of the land. In connection with the tax
wo receive from the land, we are very much
hampered by the legi station which has been
brought in by the C‘ommonwealth and State
Qovernments. Both Governments levy a
land tax, which materially interferes Witk
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$ho thc lo chll authmiﬁoq to tax. The
non. or for Albert, when he was Home
Secrot on several oceasions  received
depuintions in connection with adult fran-
chise, and he told those deputations that if

they "hiad the adult franchise it would mean
a land tax,
ArpEL: And a subsidy.

And wlso a subsidy. I do
not like idea of the endowment; but I
o say this: that the butting in—mno doubt,
altogethsr within their power—by the Com-
monwealth and State Governments has
materially hampered the local authorities in
carrving out their functions. I say now, and
I have always contended. that the taxation
of the land was the sole domain of the local
authority. In New South Wales the land
tax was practically abolished in favour of
the local au*hontaes
The II0OME SECRETARY :

Mr., WING: I do not think so. It was
given cut by the late Government that this
land tax would not be introduced, and local
authorities were led to belicve that it would
not be introduced. Tt slmost amounted to a
breach of faith by the present Government
when they introduced the land tax. They
had no right to do it, in view of the fact
that Jocal government was being carried on
and the only means of taxation that they
had was against the land. That means of
YOVOLITe  Was much ipterfered with
through the aciion of the State Government.

AMr. Corrixs: That is not o You have
free hand up to £300

What is the good of that?

G

A great pity.

epT

. ArrEL: And this Administra-
')~(1 further responsibilities on the
ithorities.

Mre. KING : Of course, they did. By virtue

of the Health Act m‘@ater duties were
imposed on the local authorities. Chapman,
on leral government, says—

“The staple financial food of local

government must always be the rates.”

I’l Lm< connection I would like to vefer to
a few figures in connecticn with endowments.
From the inception of loeal govommeut up
£ill 1802, when the ecndowment and grants
for voads and bridszes practically ceased, the
State Goevernment had paid to local autheri-
ties by way of endowment over £3.000.000,
and by wav of aid for roads and bridges
£1.311,637.  For the periocd of 1880 to 1890
the Government’s contributions to  local

authovities amountesl to 6 per cent. of the

consolidated reveuue.,  For the five years,
LSS to 1893, the 8 per cent.,

aud the £ ding 18645
the av rom then
on i ‘\’ctx‘cn

2 orhcr contend  that
(om“bu tes o consolidated
loval authorvities have been

the inroads of the State and

Feders] Goveruments in connection with the
land tax. the proceeds of which go into
consolidated revenue, the Government should
(mhe“ give a subs tantial endowment or hand
the fun of land taxation over to the
}F b author There are practically four

mnain pvv'wpl«‘ in the Bill, to which T shall
q}\drtlv refer. The most 1mpormn‘c of course,
is the adult suffrage, then triennial elcctlons,

~tion
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and the unlimited

cction of

r poewer suffrage has been
tarned dover 3 the p(")[ le on two occasions.

Ny, Covrrins: That i not so.
KING: It was turned down at the
clection. I might say that dur-

clection campaign I emphasised the
with the return of the present
, we could look forward to a
=mendment of the Local Authorities

t. and thet adult franchise would be the
chief peint in fhat amending Bill; and I
venture to that nearly eve member of
the Flouse mentioned that fact when he was
belere the clectors. The result was that this
Government  is occupvmg the Treasury
heaches with a minority of the people behind
them. They have a minority of something
Pmou'uatmw 20,000 votes, to say nothing
of the 60,000 r*ho ts which the hom. member
for Oxley has 1efc1r d to on more than ons
occasion. Yet they call themselves a demo-
cratic Government.

Mr. Brexyvixn: Why don't you go to the
elections tribunal?

Mr, KING: Why do I Want to go to the
elections tribunal" Do hon. members on
the other side pretend for & mom ent that
they represent a majority of the people of
Quecensland? I say ther don’t, and they
cannot. That is one oceasion on which the

guestion was put before the people and it
was

ned down. The other occasion on
shich it was turned down by the people was
vhen the Go"r\mm“‘nt took a veferendum on
> m«»u of the Upper House. We know
that thiz Local Authorities Bill has
Ilouse on two previouz occa-
fast os on it passed this
to the Council, where the

ing was po~tp<m9d for six months.
Equestion was w‘oug ht prominently b(:xcne
the eclectors during the rveferendum, and it
weald not he out of place if I mentioned
here the resszons the Upper Heuse gave for
turning that Loecal Authorities Acts Amend-

ment Bill down. They were—

1. That the Bill would onen the door
to grox justice being inflicted on all
persons  having a permanent residence
or interest in any district, inasmuch as
all owners and occupiers would be

liable to having heavy loans and per-
petual taxation imposed on them by
l‘r(i"f‘ = nomad voters who could them-
selves escape frome all liability.

2. The local authority franchise is
cssentially  different from the parlia-
mentary franchise, in area, interest,
sud responsibility; and representation
should go with taxation and not other-
wise.

“3F. The representatives of the people
on city, town, and shire councils have
not asked for the Biil, nor does the
eotnmunity or any amnocmble part of
the community desire if.”

Those arve the rcasons submitted by the
Upper House as to why the Bill should be
reiected, and those reasons were submitted
to the people of Queensland on the referen-
dum, and the people of Quecensland in no
uncertain term endorsed the action of the
Upper House in what thev did. I have
shown that, so far as the people are con-
cerned, they will not have anything to do
with this Bill; and I would like now, for a
moment, to refer to what the local authorities
think. In his opening address at the nine-

Mr. King.]
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teenth annual  enference of the T.oeal entering an earnest and emphatic pro-
Authorities Assoclation, held in Brisbane in teid ugxln\t the intention of the Govern-
August, 1915, the Home Sceretarv—rilon. ment to amend the franchise so thaf
J. Huxham-—dealing with the question of ihe overy adult, whether he be owner, occu-
franchise. said— pim': or resident, whgthe‘ he pays rates
This 1= o most imporiant matt 1t directly or indircctly, shall have a voice
is no seeret that one of the {foremost in the clection of 1 ocal government rep-
of the Labour v)}:tfo s that resentati reco end that all persons

to the extrasion of the fr: xm»n e,
W [!\ Dl!u Hlom‘nmh]

le cential
L1 th(w‘

v AL
Vs G

inig

ment more ai
of the eomrm

say, “it is
powers.”’ Ii
position,

prop e
. contains nothing bevond a pro-
there has becen no extension

of po Cxon in the Bill before us now
there ically no extension of the * pro-

posed” p(mu» In his add
neeting the president sajid-—

Some councils think the time is oppor-

tune for the osteision of the mm;wm]

franchise to all owners and occupicrs of

le land, whether have pai

not: oth counells opine

should be enfrinchi as

at thoe same

(\\Y]‘Cl' .
Pnoenn

franchizc

friend of the Lon.

said—
b v.owith sixe
teon ¢ 3 'omd have
Q. Vote, apn mve b
six Au'mtﬂ' o ;mmm.'
The impor in mi

is that wo will he giving into the hands
of people without any interest in the
community the balance of power, Such
people may go away at moment, but
the eifect of their vo romain, and
will remain on the p holders who

ultimately will have to 1 the burden.”

Another spexker, Alderman N. D.

LlacLend,
sald—

“ My,
“the frane
benelit of the ma nowith a s Y83 on
ack.” He had sapport:d the Labour
party in the past, and he now said i
the new Government wont on making

laws of this kind the men
them into power would bring
against them later on.”

And the same alderman moved—

“That this conference stronely pro-
tests against the extension of the fran-
chise as foreshadowed in the Assistant
Home Secretary’s address.”

In the following year, 1916, this resolution
was passed-—

““That this conference, representative
of local government in Queensland whilst.

{Mr. King.

who helped
their votes

. should D= granted

in actual oce
the franchise.

v to show the lecal thorities
throughout Quecn ate fullr impressed
with the import this propos sal. and
are fully determined that, if they can pos-
sibly heip i, if is not going to Lo carried.
At the o snference held in S gust, 1917, the

I pas-ed i —
erence of dslegates,

and shires
tically re-
strongly

repre
of Ouecnslond. here
of {ueensland, her:
affiris 1 determination
oppose the introduection of =
in the Liocal E

{0508,

the confervencs
was pa

Then, mam. at

ro ﬂutmu

reprosantiy

July of
0117—
emphatic-
3 ination to
introduction of adult
Authoritics Act.”

b i
1 avthorit !
Brisbane ave men !
yid of mon §eTEn.
nat cla
communits
on the ofb
to ve or ”huu‘
and they further o
on a duty [ur
Gueens!
in

thio

INTEYre-ts

an w4 doing

! The hon. mem-
8 oﬂ"mcrcd the time allowed him by

tanding Ordern

;‘\. COOPLR (Brewmery: 1 trust
{foew words I am geoing to =ay

1 not bc conzidared to be tho © rift within
Hlf‘ lute  wo far es some of the views held
by eome hon. members sitting on this side
of thu H(ma(\ are concerned. I want to say
that, while a member of this p'lltV l“lllﬂ‘ht
give adheroncc to the platform, he is hot
going to sce coye to crye with every little
tittle which some members of this side of
the House might be prepared to say. (Hear,
hear !)

T have had some little knowledge of local
authority work, not as a councillor, but for
years I sat at the Press table of many local




Local A

authorities. and I make bold to say that the
claim wade by members of the upposl‘:}oﬂ
in this case, that there are no politics 1n
local govmnm(‘nt is en abiolutely correct
and just claim, and T think it is due that I
shonld say tmll I wuanted to got “ Noak
Webster holp me in this went to
the hl)larv and hat was the
meaning of th 2, and he

13
said, “Tha lense  and i govern-
ment.,”  And I want to say that for the
thice or four wears I sat at the Vress table
of municips! bedics I saw nothing in the
nature of scicnhce or avt of government, so
far as municipal bediez are concerned. {Hear,
hears, and Government And in

the eontention of the
to the present there been ne
in municipal goversment, so far as I
concerned,  they  ave parkic

that up
politics
am
coirect;

I can
afraid is t}
be their met iods, introduca

al government of the
“and we do deshre to have something
e nature of the science and art of go-
vernment s0 far wus wmunicipal politics are
eoncerned. 8o cle as the (‘nmmmm ealth
Government concerns the iu
matrer of du ence and so fo'tn

rornment  cots
in the matier of his rights

"md pn i-

wes, unicipal cith
@ in his very hon :
yitpal o govermnent

State or C on-.nf)w\x ealth G
gonriem on the other
antthing about the
into municipal pol
them, T owand 1o

Teming

the other side, partienlark
bevs, that the Hon., the !
some sessions ago in i
tittle pamphlet cone
vsolitic
0 pand the

con Hz t pa

form a federation
One of the objeets of

procure the v amonnt to
acquipe this land, ies.
1 their  meambers T, oare
to fuke up ;8‘3 ; b umws: the

preperty after purchase to he vedded in
fruete alocted ! havebolders on
the p mmr i

to be ¢

YP ‘i()
ropy

the

ors s with
(*nuou O\)

P of tho
Creons.

Thamber
iated orga .
be anv diffim ﬂI in
juisite 260 debentu

»
A

o ouotation
sard,”  volume
another quotation frowm

\olumt, in which it is state

objeets of the federation s 1'1107—
€ (2) Supporting, assisting, or resdering
aid to candidates or intending csndidates
in parliamentary, municipal, and other
elections.”
Therefore, when it comes to charging anw-

body with the introduction of partyism into
1920—2 B
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affairs, I sav that I know of
who has (.one wore  to  introduce

partrisy into munieipal polities than the
]'mnh who sit on the other side of this
Bamber, T shall read something else in
nee of my remal on this point.
ana‘i Authorities Conference, at the
i ition of Alderman Clark, of Sandgate,
it was res (Jlx ed—

s o~

vy

conforence  of dalegates
the whele of th
censiand h
iittense
appoint

That ms
practically.
: 3

in that

there was any parbyiss
there was anything in  that
the Fare of ot lities. I
the nature of party politics,

resolution in

v to say that that resolution was
ived by the party, and used for party
]m})m\o».

s Hox Meuper:  That  was

lorsity; it had nothing ro do with party.
MMy, COUPER: It was lovalty to
the federa and if this lovalty to the
! ion was not lovalty to the party, then
y hiat 1t was.  During the

s of this debate I was astonished
vemarks which foll from mem-
ive recently come into this Cham-
ve taken their seats on the other
H(\qw I think the most remark-

g Cterment made sas that made by the
1:7‘, o, member for Port Curd who said that
BiU was pas it would anmcunt to

j wonder what is the hon member’s

of wunder. T wonder if the hon.

the nreaning of whai he
Ao friend of wrine ho “as
is countre,

CIf vou want
roing, vou wanbg
't be meant by
we should jndge the f
i his meaning ml ght hs
words—

ure by the
besn pub

3‘11th comes to us from the past, as
1 ! down from the mountain,
precious particles. and
with infinite  alloy, thu

furios.”
s on the other side who
i and such

. to direct

Tz it murder to
wople that e call the
but who members on the
vty dogs” 7 We frequently
u of mely uttered by

nehise to g
>

nogite we  frecquently
the Woxk!x» and sneer ab

e Io 11 & 'J Oove fh()
thetr ancestoys did In
When {lalerins

¢
the :
L cered, “He was
s

rose o bc i

a +wincherd”; and of Diocletian they said,
C“H- was o a sl ' They sncered at the
lowly orizin orcat Anenstus; and
althongh  they  erected o sbetue o that
master of the world during his 1i fotime, they
placed beside it a marble tablet \mn)h,

“Tlis grandfather was a merchant, and his
fathor a nsuver” ! }r, would remind hon.
mambers that great civilisations were built

by thosze people who in {h(‘ days of ancicnt
Rome were called ¢ swineherds” and

Mr. F. A. Cooper.]
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“slaves.” TIiave hon. members oppesite ever what Clement said. The hon. mem-
read of the wonderiul wisdom of Solomon,  ber is asking new for a vote for property
and of his wonderiul temple? instrad of & vote for humanity. 3t. Clement
My, Maxyverrn: What do you know about said : fniquity alone ha: created private
- properiy.” I want to remind him of han

St Dasil said: ““The rich man is a thief.

(f (‘0 R: I want to tell the 'The hon. member for vnu\h(‘ smndmg
for Yoowong that the temple to-dav for three votes for th }“1(‘)1 moen. 1
butlt by the trade unionists want fo remind him of “In‘u \t Chys i
of Iv e—\l(,ud laughter)—and if the hLon. ¢ e said: ““The rich ubnls >

member for Teowong had all <mu1 the trade
unionizis to do what they might have done,
the PBrisbane Town Hall would have been
buu* long ago. (Hear, hear!) They built
., N
Poowll tc_mple—the Trades Hall—and I
believe they are bmlmx‘ a sccond temple—

a temple of liberty—somewhere near Jacob’s
ladder,
G rxyENT Meusers: Xear, hear! and

Jpposition laughter.

2Mr. F. A, COOPER: I am giving you
information about things which you know
nothing u“uut but which you ought to know
bomethm about.

LMr. Krna: Come to the present day.

Mr. F. A. COOPE T am coming to the
present dsy. I should like to remind the
hen. merber who asked me to come to the
present day, that there was a golden age in
England, and that that golden age was Tuilt
up by the guilds of England, the tradesmen
of Eng}and, and the workers of England.
The golden age of England only died when
the pmnlp who owned and possessed pro-
perty came and wrosted the power from thore
pcopl‘ sweated and murderad children—kept
hi dwn working in factories from fourteen to
Those are the poople
nurders in the past. The Dcoplex
Empire out of that
vo been the workers,
cors only.  If the hon. member
that. let him deny it but I
If he has read the history
nust kuow that the under
3 1\11“(1(\11 and carried on

1 freedor.  If it had
men. hon. members opspo-
the iron hand

not been for
site would to-d
of despotivm,

those

day be ruled by

. An Oeposrmrony MEMBER: You are being

ruled b¥ 1.

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Not altogether by
the iron hsnd of despotism. I am being

ruled, to a certain ewtent, by the pump-
handle of municipalism. I honestly believa
that the hon. member for Toowong has in
him the gel‘n of better things. T am glad to
know he has come amongst a set of men who
will heln him out of the darkness in which
he has baen ¢groning for so long. (Laughter.)
1 want to 5'1; that to-day we are not out
of the wood, The conditions te-day are not
nearly what they might be.

Mr. G.

fr. . A, COOPER: T am glad to know
that the hon. moember is thinking. It is high
time he did. (Lsug 11[(‘1‘) The hon. member
for Warwick ought to know that there are
possibilities in this thing that ought to appeal
to him. If any hon. member of this Chamber
ought to know it is the hon. member for
Warwick, that the rights that he calls the
rights of property have been denounced all
through the ages. I want to remind him

[#r. F. 4. Cooper.

PARKES interjected.

meinber  for Warwick to-(xay iz
far the robhers and for three votes
I governnent, St Jerome said:
S Opadenc vs the product of thefs
committ~d.” I wonder does the hon. mem-
boy vaunt any more? I can refer him fo tnb
Lord of all the saints when He “ It s
as easy for a camel tn go fthrough the eye

the b
standing
in muniel

'11 1.

of wodle as 1t 1s for a rich man to enter
the Kingdom of Heaven.” {(Loud laughter.)
Mr. P. Bamxes: I thought it was a
homily you were delivering.
Mr. I, A. COOPER: Probably the hon.
gentleman could do with a hmml\ it he
can, it is not for me to deny it to him. In

anv way I can help him I can assure him I
will do so. I have been drawn from my argu-
ment, but I did want to say that we are
by no means out of the wood, so far as free-
dom is concerned, to-day. If we have the
rwht to sav what the defence of Australia
all bo and how the defence of Australia
1l be conducted; if we have the right to
av how our own land shall be protecied
have the right to sa» how our home sna
protected.  These people on the other

about the nomad and the wande

side

would think that the whole of
of tha world made up of a
. shifting cluss a mattor of tact,

of the we are pegged down
and dare not shift. Wherover
g, therve they must yosido They
opportunity of drawi their
incouie ong part of the <Qr"mmmtv and
living it ancther. They have not the oppor-
tanity of having all their inferest in North
Omeensland and living in Southport, They
have to stav where their work is. Is it likely
that men who have to stay where their work
is are going to make their local government
a thing to be abhorred, and a thing to their
detrimant? I cannot understand why there
is ant objoction whatever to the adult fran-
chise, so far as the municipn]itv is concerned.
Had anvthing m‘ﬁq’r been dore by muni-
cipalities under the old system. T could under-
stand voung men on the other side standing
for this sort of thing. I need not go too far

CoT,

from this eitv to take vou to 2 state of
~ffairs in connection with the health of ﬂm
itv that would shock you:

crowded to  the doors and fhn
little children sufferine from throat

nﬂemfﬂ !

\"}»"“1([

complai that th 1zht never o suffer
fror zw, if there were decont drains and
decont health conditions, I could ta Ngeits
to th #ifv conncil, and when the health

inspecior’s report was heing resd vou would
woo the aldermen nodding and noddine. and
conversing, paving no attertion to the husi-
T‘u“ H (’OUld show, after that
ixing in their nlaces
W Imrl: of gravel © i
(Laughter.) Some of fhe
sirects around tie homes of some of the
aldermen in the city not too far from here
are as boulevards, and the sidewalks are as

deor,”?

me own
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It is an astos
10 Lvm' in ‘hls argument the

shing

thing
Opposition
not een able to produce one llustra-

tion of where thelr government has !
gocd and desent,  Notwithstanding wh:rl* has
been eaid our this side of the Fou !
to that in the general
nmm,nm government in Quen:
slute disgreee, wasteful in
a great parvt of the rates being spent on
things that are not essemtial, the roads dnd
the requirem eum in rcgarJ to the health of
the people entirely neglected.  Ever-
lastingly their one consideration has been
the rates, the rates, the ra the protection
of propertv; and the individual can “go
hang.”” If we had no argument whatever in
favour of an adult franchise. that would be
sufficient in itself. But I say we have this
argument, and it cannot be refuted, that mo
\\orlmm have to live in the citics and in th

towns, and it is to their interest fo sce
that that government is ad‘mmc‘mei in the
very best possible wav. It Is absolutely to
their interest to have Eﬂood municipal govern-
ment. It is more to their interest to have
good municipal government than it is to
have good State or good Commonwealth
government, because they live right in the

e

is an
tno extrome,

very heart of the eity. It is mot theirs to
go away to the mountains and to the seca-
side to got away from the opprewive con-
dition<.  If anzbody can tell me that some
of the econditions round about the citr are
ideal, that they are all thev ought to be.
of course, they are welcome to it. What T
say s . with the money that is levied
in the matter of rates, many of the towns
and cities of thiz eountry could be made

much
ave.
peonle +who ix‘\ i

more hahitable and better than thev
}mnmtly believe it is high time the
tho eitirs and towr
the peonle who do the swork, who provide
the of ’(k city and of the town and
countryv—should have a voice in the govern-
ment of the eountry. I have to commend
the tome Searetary for the vervy excellent
measure he has introduced. T notice the hon.
member for Logan was concerned hecause it
did not cover everyvthing the local authori-
ties’ conference asked for.

Mrp. Xixwe: Everything he promised.

Mr. . A, COOPER: I want to remind the

o8

hon. member hﬂ‘c es “one swallow docs not
make a summer”’ so one session does not
make a Parliament. We will have plenty of

opportuiitics in the sessions that are to come
to make the Local Authorities Act better
than it is.
Lir,
time.
Mr. WA,

Kixa: We have been waiting a long

COOPER: I know you have
been. You have waited thirty or forty years
under old Governments. You waited and
were played on, passed on. pushed this way
and that. Now xou have a Government which
is giving you what yvou want—and more than
vou want, as a matter of fact—and vou do
satisfied.  (Laughter.) T

ot scem  to be
wonder why that is. T carnestly bescech the
bers of this Assembly to study
ancient history a little bit. to studv the
history of the middle azes. to study the his-
tory of the immgediate past. and then they
will understand why this side of the House
exists. This side of the House does not
exist out of pure spite; it does not exist Jl]qt
because 1t exists; but it exists because in
the past there has been an organised attempt
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3 to keep down the masses; and
proved vight throughout the

histe Y, ht throughout
tixaf it alwa)‘s heor

maede the bet i
T‘ - have aly Ways b
the bort(er life.
past in connection  wi
overnment of the State, so i

the o
the higher and
been m the
particuler

xr with the munivipal trovolnmont—mut by
giving t‘no whole of the people an int
in the cornment, that government wi

1*1<x1f‘nr nd betiev and wiser. The only
in which we can atfain that, in my opin

is by giving the adult franchise in municiy

elections, and I, therefore, have v ‘-w'h
pleasure in aupportmg this Bill. (Hear,
hear !}

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide¢ Buy): As one who

has considerable knowledge of local govern-
ment, I do not desire +o give a silent vote
in connection with this Bill. I regret the
Government are bringing in this drastic
measure as far as tie franchise is concerned.
The Local Authorities Act requires amend-
ment in many ways, but with regard to the
franchise I think the Government are taking
a very drastic step. And it will be a step
that the people of Queecnsland will not
approve, with the result that they will return
this party to occupy the benches over there
in the near future. As I listened to the
Minister in introducing this Bill, T thought
that it would be much niore beneficial tv
Queensland if he wers dizcussing the unem-
plorment that exists. Wo have scen the
Government trying to plaf ate the unemployed
by handing them a cigar, and to-day we
have the Home Secretary trying to pl facate
them by handing the vote. This
drastic measuve, and I do not think it i
going to work for the benefit of Queensland.
I know that 1 is not the wish of the men
on the fromt Treasury benches to introduce
ity that it s tho extreme elemcnt that is
forcing them to bring it forward, just as they
were forced *o mf’odu(‘o the umcndm--nf in
the Wheat Pool Biil. (Government laughter
and dissent.) I say I am vright. The
Yovernment have a very small majority, and
these extremists can hold a pistol to the
Government’s head and say,  You introduce
this, or we will cross over.” (Renewed
Government laughter.)

=3

@

The concern of the Home Secretary in
his second reading speech seemed to be the
citics. He discussed them pretty well
throughout, but he did not consider the

Tand in the country as worth conSIdcrqt]on
I say that the neoplc of Queensland do not
want this franchise. The ratepayers through-

cut Quecnsland have sent men tfo local
authorities’ conferences, and they have on
alraost every occasion voted against adult
franchise in local government. I have been

nany “of them, and I remember
occasion only ome man was in
favour of it, and that man was the present
Minister for Agriculture. Those 300 dele-
gates were OD”)OSE(] to it, and I think we
hould be guided by the views of those

sent down to v
that on one

picked men with experience of local govern-

The Government are m: sking
¥i3

ment matters.
a vast mistake when they ignore those m
and introduce this measure, as I said befor
against the wish of the majority of tho
nooplo of Queensland. I venture to say thabd
if a 1ef010ndum were taken on this qve=hoh.
ihe people of Quecnsland would vote againsh

(hear, hear !)—because the people know

Mr. Clayton.]
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that the giving of adult franchise in local

nm*mnmcnt is going to mean more taxaﬁon
And on whom it going to fall? On the
man on the land. The man in the city has
an opportunity of passing on taxation, but
the man on the land not in that position.
The Government fix the price of what the
man on the land produces and tax him at
same time, and he is also called upon
to puv the taxation of the man in the aty,
because he can pass it on. If thls Bill 1s
passed, the Government do somet! wmg detri-
mental to the men in the country. It is
; m mean that rates will be 1.1016d~“d
v the shire councils are ﬂommned i
not Thmk the ~ much differ-
ence in the vropresentation of them; at any
rate, in boahnn Quecnslam]., I say that

men who have the same polities as m}:olf
will continue to represent the people on the
councils, and pervhaps the conly good thing
in connection with this mcrwure is that it is
going to send the Primary Producers’ Union
tog thor more than ever. (H Tear, hear! and
1ter. ) oing to compel the farmers
to fake an st in local government, as

ther have done in State Government, with
the resalt that vou sce on these ben('hes
hat is one thing oing to do, and if

vou want to
U'tmi her—well,
"m,d

nary ploducers
more drastic legis-
that it will have
cv to the other
ng ’r‘w Govern-
and laughter.)

introeduce
your will see

11 O3

OUr Cri

?m] bringi

'oing to mean increased
taxaticn, and incr usod taxation is going to
mean less production. [f a man goes to
buy a picce of land, naturally be makes
inquiries as to what the rates are, and when
he Linds svhat the rates ave, with the prespect
of their being much heavier, he turns round
nd dccides that he will not go into that
shire, I know that in my own shire, where
we have to pay rates for a bridge, tne effect

rl‘n measure 18

13 sceir in that way, and you arc going to
have | moddctwn, which means a hi Oher
cost of living.

The blacm ARY TOR AGRICTLIURE: How

te market ith-

-ould von get your produce

out a bridge?
CLAYTO I am not opposed to
for the bridge. We have to pay for
the budgo and I much prefer to pay by
means of a rate than under the old toli
I am not opposed to the removal
of the maxinnun limit of rating, because I
say. thut the time coming when, In some
of a -hire or a }}umcma]it it will be
to incresen the ratcs—it mav be
in the inferests of the people in that part of
i ov municipality—and because,
am not in favour of impos:ing
fion on mnd from which we are
1 am, vertheless, in favour of

R {1:

g the A\Pt so that you can lmpose

n ch men who are holding land

for “L!ll&tl purposes. {Hear, hear!) I
will give you in:fancos of men who are hold-
Jand for speculative purposes. Some

tinmie ago, when the Government were looking
for a place on which to ercet a State iron
and stoel works, some people thought they
would be placed at Urangan, which is in
the Burrum Shire. I am a member of that
shire council, and at the next meeting, after
there was a likelihood of those works being
established at Urangan

Mr. Brexxan: What about the Susan?

[Mr. Clayton.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Mr, CLAYTON: It is a pity you did not
fltll into the Susan and stay there. (Laugh-

At the ne\t meeting a list of altera-
s in the rste book for the transfer of
ortics wen thxough, and amongst them
a transfer “ From Sc-and-so to D.
! (Cpnt ~1*10n laughter.) That went
i vight, although I interjected at
11l he convert it into leasehold

chold ¥ The

m po-and-so to Dl

"(‘0* on, ’Lau“n* ) And the next one
was Lyum Sc-and-so to Mr. Whitford.”
{Renewed  lsughter.)  There we have the

land 1 come nearer

5. {Disorder.)

sps‘cumto

home, =ud on the front Treasury bench we
find the Minister for culture with 640
acres at Beorburrum,

The SPREANER: O ! T ask the hon.

to the Pl
caring on

confine his remarks
his remarks have no

momber 1o

ﬂ(,:,

‘uthori-
that we
5 what
that the

ne
avoer
nerp m,ﬂ [ ]
s did before.
should be a in ennrecs
wovith the sale of propaitivs on

We have an iestanc

> «Jui not
b

u(

alutely
to noxi
Ccur o
radic ‘t.m\ of
owners who have nox

also compelled tl)
a Government peserve od
NOXIGUs Wecd ind nuf
to cleay those noxious w
hould b am ended there to s
for the cleaving of Govern
Then something
with the prickly-pes
ing at the rate of 1. OOO 000 acres p er annu
and it will cost £250, 000 to check m I think
the Government should step in and do some-
thing to eradicate the pear. In connection
with the amalgamation of shires, I think the

inis
one
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rovernment are making a serious mis Home Sceretary put forware idea

Government are makin i1 t forward the ideal ¢
when they do not listen to the advice given  tions which “omd he adopted in Qucon
to them by the men who have actical  ax the vesult of this Bl but we will find
expericnce m connection with the amalgama- it the v owill be elected by the Lah
tion or rcduction of shin At the ftnow tha e present time
the Burrum Shire Council costs bour ]ollLv gn polies, It iz

s

hi
[

‘
neome to administer. If the ‘l to Queensiand and
tr ‘(‘(\ mo boundaries arn: mevs, I an quotu whe

<vor“ Walcs, caxs »]
ation. Previously the le‘, war polies Hew an ’\L‘-hmu
was five shives admi I We kuow that what is done in 8
xomei, and now we have only  Melbowrne by the ILabour party

en fo adiminister i, I hope the Go-  brought to Queensland.  We kuow

¢ there

hleXet

wili \\lfhum\\ the m}' and hold it Ministc (nld Pl(lh]( s in Queens
til fupther mformation has been  cially those sitting on the front bench orp
from local aurhm ities on the matier.  site. have alw 435 ulzim,trd that th: La
. AN T . 3 iz, both Federal and State,
n BEBBINGTOX (Drayton): We hive This is what Mr. Ga:den
mb apposite - ing in ‘avour of
this Bill wwhen they do not payv rares the-

! “The Lal waliov is i e of
selves,  The Home Secretury spoke abo ! {‘—‘ Jpour (pobicy 15 t]“OT('.H‘“'! 0;
as au object lesson in the nansse- 3;‘1011‘;.4 of men dike Dobs, de Teon, anc
dtics, gust becau-e  the: +launnan

g “3 e anl abanr ierd .
uumAl theve end 2 Labour lord  Ape pot theose foreinn names? The whole
of the Luabour vpoliey is dictated by

nave &

Tha ¥ oy . e e iy . -
.. The 110‘ any: Can you guote forcigners. We have the ‘Marx policy adopted
Hax : of 1y specch w bs mmbm, opposite.  Ilon. members oppos-

mention

it are disciples of Marx. If you want to
Jr. BRBI \U'h N It was mcmmm‘d by get the result of the doctrines of Marx you
on the other s do. {Laughter) 1 have only got to look at Russia to-day.

a roport | m v how rhlmz; are There is nothing British about their polic
2 in & a %\(‘ne\ corneil i it 15 all foreign. I maintain that Aust

lians have proved themselves practically the
posos in this Bill. We know that the S-dres  hest men In the world, and yet they allow
council and the Lovd Mavor of S:duey are their poli to be dictated to them by
dominated by the Trades JHall, I will au foreigaers. It is about time there was a
from " Smith’s Weekly 7 to show the v hig chango in the Labour party.

) '
ne daure ¥ w—

ther manage things in Sydus v i The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. member
re exisis in Syduey and it connnet hn vemarks with the Bil

late su )1"bs a Chinese connnu
tia eould w do ho 5 . BEBBINGTOXN : The franchise that is
if for no other reason than that o iv the Biil is a plank in t
alth. Labour platform, and I contend that it is
Viec-infest-d arcas. about tine that we had a chax i the
Labour poliey and in this pavticular plank,
1\"(&71 e 1t is golng to 1% JUlO the working
3» brings in 1t\ r PrOetis people move than anvone clse. 1 am s
\]\ mum ,’Jo)\\ and opium dons that I am right in saying that a majori tv
] < inseparabic from these ©f the voters in the city of Iir(sb(mo
Within the citv o, and Wworkers, and a very big perceniage of
e cases less than a hrow workers own their own properties.
from the tramline, there streets The Hour SECRETARY : Especially in Queen
U;lt ara \(\llltabl plague spote of vice  gtreet.
and innworality given over almost entively
to ("hinese. L% some of th éat ')\e],‘ Mr. BEBBINGTON: The hon. wembor
who families live underground in ¢ o for Bo\ en gave the show away when he eaid
vy, and  loathsome me«‘. Tucked the Bill was wanted to find mnplm'm nt for
in_ out-of-the-wa» corners, and the upempleved.  The policy of the 1’«“*"
cunded by & maze of tortuous little opposite is to find employment for w
are dilapidated old houscs with  ploved arouund Brishane merely to keep them
steep, 2 feet staiveases and ¢ as voters: and it is that policy that
riments, into which the sun. has pub the party opposite in the hn(m( al
Chinese  position ifev are in to-day. In carrving
outs for out that poliey they have absolutely disre-
for garded all economic laws, They have never

n the weme w ay as rhe Miniar

cof pub hc 1

¢ has shown thv wherover
gregate the louvizhes,

e

e

apa
rely. if over, penctrates
them and pay high
\\ hite  women  vi

Thoe

roiers fores of a msan producing the wealth

that he receives as wa Thev have simply

ST hite Tandiords T 1;‘( the ];(\npm 1'10}( a8 Voting 11'130?111@@,

in nearly evers instance. the and now tuw ~are finding that it does not

1 I hite man PRAEEE T v I v'll o one instanca of that. Tf
' N white man ! =cho belonas to a labour uni

Y Worse
Counedl dyay
these plae
wse placis ]

v this, fhn dney (Miiw
} 3
the mwost revenne from

ertain amount of money ext

’ No he dees not; he gets

vardl vato.
.. A oAy arel 2o,
The owners of thew pluces the awa =

the council ‘ The SPEAKTIR: Opdex!

ON: Ie is not paid
the work he douv..

o SPEAKER: Order! Orderv!

M. Bebbington.]




INGTON: He is paid a eortain
t extra if he belongs to a union. If

he not o uuio not paid that
rete by the Treasurer’s ordess,
The SPEAKER: Order! Will the hon.
cutleman  councet Lis vemarks with  the
n before the IMouse.
BEBBINGTON: Under this Bill it

e p

: ble to find employment for men
nproductive works, and thereby land the
o of the local authoritics in bankyuntesr,
they will have to employ men really
i and not to do useful
re work., I want to show how
he present Governiment have robbed and
starved the local authorities before proposing
to hand them over under the present Bill
Some vears ago ent down to Melbourne
and enquired into the Main Roads Board
dewn there. When I came back I went to
the then ITome Secretary, the hon member
for Albert, and asked him if he would give
us a Main Roads Board Bill. He said, “ 1
will provided that you are willing to agree
to a land tax to find the money.”

Mr. Hartrey : Is that how you were able to
buy your motor-car?’

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I may tell the hon.
member that I bought my motor-car out
of money that I earned, but it will be a
very long time before he will be able to
buy one out of the money that he earns. The
Home Secretary continuved, “ As a Govern-
ment we believe in only having one taxing
authority for land, and that is the shire
councils.  The shire councils should take all
tho taxes from the land and usc them as
they think best in the interests of the people.
If we put on a land tax, we shall sl
hand it back to the shire council
a Biain Roads Board, or whatever
to call 1. Now, what has happened since
the present Government came into power?
Lazt year they teok £578,000 from the people

in land tax.

The TreEssURER: They did not. The land
tax last year did net amount to half a
million,

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I have taken the

figures from the Auditor-General’s report,
but perhaps it was his report for last year,
as the report for the present year came
out very late, In any case I am correct when
I #ay that the hightest amount collected in
any one year 1n land tax was 2578,000.
The Government have robbed and starved
the people on the land to that amuunt in
one vear. Then they have tuken another
£1.000.000 in rent from Crown lands, and
not oue penny of that have they zeturned
to the land. The waste of the Government
in Queensland Js enormous. If the loeul
authoritics wasted money at the same rate
a4 the Government, the whole State would

have lbeen bankrupt long ago.

The TrEASURER: The cities contribute
nearly all the land tax.

Mr., BEBBINGTON: I =odmit that, st
the request  of the Farmaers Party, the
Tr cor last wvear agreed to allow the
farmers to deduct the amount they pay in

land tax when sending in their income tax

returns.  That was a coucession we got last
wexp, and that accou ts some extent for

the reduciion in the land tax.
Mr. T. R, ROBERTS: No:
mers pay the land tax.

ther make +he

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I now come to the
Main Roads Board.

[#r. Belibington.,
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The SPEAXER : Order! The hon. mer:ber

not be in order in referring to the

BREBBINGTON : It iz connected with
government, aund probably the opera-
of the Bill will interfere a good deal
local government. The only members
- the Main Roads Board Bill
* and one or two other members
vtv, We realised the burden that
hing to place upon the people. When
that measure was going through the Touse,
the Secrelary for Agriculture assured us that
all the money that was expended by the
board would assist the farmers to get their
produce to market. Now, what do we find?

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon, mem-

ber 1 not be in order to pursuing the
subject of the Main Roads DBoard any
further.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : T will not pursue the
subject any further; but I was endeavouring
to show that every local government measure
that the Government have brought f_orward,
ostensibly to benefit the farmer, has impose
a tax on him, and has really been for the
benefit of other people at the expeuse of the
man on the land, The Home Secretary
dwelt particularly on one phase in the B{ll‘
e said it would enable the local wuthorities
to provide a milk supply for the citizens.
That i¢ most important. There is no doub
that thousands of children die every year
through lack of good milk. o

The HoMe $ECRETARY: Are you sure 1t 18
vot millions
Tr. BEBBINGTON: In the world
generally, ves. We know thz}t in all the
Targe cities there is a big denth rate of
children, Leocause they cannot get sufficient
vourishment of the right sort. About three
vears ago I nsked the then Seerctary for
A

Agriculture to give some assistance to the
co-operative companies in introducing the dry
milk _ which would have dealt with
the milk supplies of citics. If that encourage-
ment had been given, the whole of the cities
would have been able to get first-class milk,
which T muaintain would have been a very
grest advantage to the people in thehu“mes.
A deputation of country members waited o
the Secretary for Agriculture only a few
months ago. asking him to make further
inquiries into the matter, but no steps have
Leen taken to assist in that direction.
Neithor the present nor the past Minister
has given us any encouragement \\'hatever.'

An Ovposrriow Memssr: They are net 1n
symnathy  with it

Mr. BEDRINGTON : No, they arve not in
sympathy with it. and it is only lip service,
T alio think that the State enterprises should
nay ratss, If they paid rates znd taxes the
fame as mrivate industries do. ther would be
wined ouh.  That is the policy of the
Countrs party. end when they get over on
the Government benches—which will not_be
vers long—ther will put it into effect. We
de not nask the Government to do anvthing
which we would not do ourselves. We ave
going to put every one of t‘[‘m State indus-
fries on a business footing. They will .have
to pey rvates and taxes, just as a private
citizen does. If thev ecan compeste with pri-
vate industre and pay anvthing fo the State,
et them exist. We want them to do exsctly
the came a

The
Stats 1

(13653

k]
1

" Wo are doing it. The
urance Department is doing if.



Local Auticorities

My, BEBBINGTON: If private citizens
in local industry did what
ernment docs, they would be
sition. laughter.) Those ave
1ment is above the law,
5 Sawmills
and then
Thuse

in gaol.
the |

The Gov

swhere the State

he was dead,

We want the Steate enterprises to be put on
a business footing. Will the Government put
their industeios on a by ”

slness fooring?

The Treasvrer: They are.

My, BEBBINGTO No. theyv are not.
They do not par rates to the loeal authori-
ties

The TrEASURER : Yes, they do.
Mr, BEBBINGTON : Which?
The Tressvrer: Hach one.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: We have no evi-
dence that any of the State industries pay

taxes to the local authorities. I do not like
to say it. but I cannot take the Minister’s
word for that. because the Home Secretary
gives us to understand that they do not do
1t.

The IIOME SECRETARY :
thing of the kind.
should pay.

hir. BEBBINGTON: But vou would not
agree to make them pay.

1 did not do any-
T said T agrecd that they

The Tressvrer: It is in the Insurance
Act. Thers {s o clause there dealing with it

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Does your State
sawmill pay ra and taxes to the city
council ?

The Turisrrer: Yes,

Ay, BEBBINGTION: Goeod on  them.

{Loud laughter.) Another thing 1 wish to

sar is tha! the legislation of the present
Government hes  prectically ruined shire
councils and city counecils, for this reason.
You cannot ve up coniracting. The

Crovernment’s legislation has: made contract
work impossible,  If pou give up contract
work, and wou have » man there who wants
to take vou down, he can live on the job,
and you have to payv him at least the
Arbitration Court wages for the time he is
living on the job practieally doing nothing,
Some of the jobs which are being done under
day labour_ by the Government would almost
give you the impression that the men were
going to live on the job. If the hon. gentle-
man wants a case, L will tell him of one in
the electorat= of the hon. member for Albert.
The school at Coolangatta is a real by-word
amongst the people, who have come to think
that the men on the job have gene down o
v at the weaside. Our shire councils and
city councils cannot give up the contract
weik, becavse thev are liable to par at
leust the Arbitration Clourt wages: but here
iz a lot of Gowvernmont work going on, in
connection with which T am certain we do
not got the value of what we pay.

. POLLOCK :
ith the Bill?

Mr. BERRBRINGTON: Tt has everything
to do with the Bill: and. more than that, it
has got to do with the hon. member’s political

What has this got to do

conce, because he will not be able to
on much longer. (Laughter.)

The SPEAKER : Order!
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Wy, BEBBINGTON : I maintain thst this
Bill should deal with 16-peich allotments,
and with buildings on swumpy laud. The
(Go: ormment should have given power to local
authorities to prevent that evil, and should
have included it in the Bill. I made sure
thet it was to be included in the Bill. You
have only to go to Afayne Junction to find
houses svhich are built not a feot sbove sea-
Jevel on the creck, where in any kind of
flocd the ground will ke flooded at almost
any high tide

The HoMe SECRETARY
parts that is cutting up that land an
1t.

My, BEBBINGTON: 'The Labour party
iz agrecing to it, and you are a party to 1t
if you agree to it. There are many things
1 would like to deal with, but we “will
discuss the Bill in detail when we get into
Clommitre The Home Secretary commented
upon the borrowing powers in New Zealand,
where th are practically under the same
conditions as are proposed in the Bill. That
shows that therve wiil be reckl borrowing
putting a

It iz not the I
d selling

1

and expenditure. which will be ]
Lurden upoun voung people who are growing
up. which should not be placed upon then.

Mr. WILSON (Fortitude TValle I rise
to env a few words in support of this Bill,
b+ svhich it is proposed to amend the Local
Authorities Act. As one who has snme experi-
enee in connection with local go ment, I
can that this question has been in the
forefront of the Labour platform for upwards
of twenty or twenty-five wears. Qur oppos
nenis have alvays totally opposed this prin-

ciple whenever 1t has come before them.
There has heen a good deal of

p.m.] extravagant language used by our
opmonents in esnnection with this
the Local Authorities Act. I

amoendmoen

have no intention of indulging in any per-
sonalities, but there are a irw vemarks that
have been made by our oppoucnts that wanb
T am of the opinion that the
ociarion. whic

veplying to.
Local NSuthoritics As
veferred to so freguen
i« purely a nolitical
evidene» of that fact.

1 has been

during thi. debate,
criation, and i have
1 have attended several

#1

of the loenl authority functions when the

reprosentatives came down here in conference
. . el

ty discuss matters In conne n with local

government, and I have had the pleasure of
<iHting amongst the delegates when the late
Home Secretary, Mr. Huxham, addressed
them on more than one occasion. and directly
he touched on the question of the broadening
of the franchise vou could see by the talk
unongst the delogates that the sssociation
s absolutely a political clation. The
cit+ council, which has been mentioned on
ane or two oesasions by the hon, member for

Toowong, tuought fit at ore fuac sorode
[ A-scelation.

frora  the seal  Authorities’

They passed a motion to thai eliect In the
city council, but some time lator that metion

was rvescinded.
soeede from th
ul

support=d the motion to
¢ Loea! Authorities” Associa-
tion. as I could see nn benelit was received
from it by the city council in anr shape or
jorm. We had our own legal adviser, and

)
¢

got no advice from the association. At all
cvoents. no advice that sas any good to the

citv of Brisbane. While this malfer was
under discussion in the council, an officer of
the I Authorities’ Association charged
those who re in favour of secession from
the association with not advancing any argu-
dng to me, he said, “You

Mr. Wilson.]
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vourself weunt up for the presidency and got
defeated. but I will sav that 80 per cent. or
90 per cent. of the local authority delegates
are of the Liberal way of persuasion, and
it is on account of your streng Labour views
that vou were defeated.” That was stated
by iie treasnver of the Toeal Authorities
Agsociation, and I think he ix treasuver ‘at
the presont time.  In veply to him, 1 said,
“We de not require to advance any argu-
ments for sccession from the Local Authori-
fae” ation, as ihe treasurer has ad-
good enongh argument.” At a
i 2 - . A
given to the delegates of the Local

: sociation—I think it s at
I—by the hon. membor for Albert,
when he was Home Sceretars, the hon. me
ber vead either a tolegram or letter from M.
Denham, the then Premioer. exprosiing regret
2t not being able to attend the function, but
gave themn o hearty invitation to attend
a Poople’s Political League meeiing that
night, at wi he was to preside. That was
e sufficient fo let me know that it was a
political sociation, and if *here is any
ocintion about it,
t reallr defeats the verr object for which
formed.  There have been a good
arguments wsed with regart to rating.
The general rate at the present time in the
city of Brisbance is 6d. in the £1. Gf course.
they have power to strike a special rate, but
I have always contended that 1t has been bad
adminiatration in the past rthat 1 brought
akout the state of affairs thut exists to-day,
use, when they had power to strike a
cv_rete, the rate was 1id. to 24d., and
fioated loans to earry out e work
raising a_ revenue commensurate
with their needs. There has bemn a good
deal said in connection with the [ranchise.
That secms to be the bene of contention in
regard to this Bill, and T take this oppor-
tunity of congratulating the Fome Secretary
on the very able way in which he mored the
second reading of thir Bill. Flo made out a
very good case as to why the franchise should
he broadened, and w on this side are of the
opinicn that it should he broadened. My
chief resson for that is that it would ensure
& greater interess being taken in Jocal go-
vernment. We have not had much interest
in local government for some considerable
time past, and I feel sure that if the frasn-
chise is broadened there will be a greater
interest taken in local goveinment in every
shape and form. My friends opposite seem
rd a man who has no property as being
swithout brains. Thev say the elec.
tion of chairman by the eclectors would ba
wrong altogether. but when the Minister
asked leave to introduce the Rill several
members on that «id~ of the House said they
had nothing to complain of in connection with
the election of miwvor. Sinee then, T

colour of a political w
1t

thos
instend of

] . sup-
. pose, they have had a meeting, and thoy
have changsd their tune in revard to the
election of mavor., 1 think it is a broad

democratic principle that i
chanen of getiing & decent ¢l
the c¢hair. I am not going to reflect on the
rresent mayvor of Brisbane, but I do sav
that vnder the present svstem. even if the
cotmell mentings we held at night time,
there would not be a much hetfer class of

I give us a
s of men in

veinnient.,
suits canncr ren ¢o into local
goversment, beean-e it takes un ton much of
their time.  If von rvead the list of the at-
tendances of ald-rmen to the city council

[3r. Wiloon.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Acts Amerdment Bill,

throughout the vear, vou will find that the
work takes up a good deal of theiv time,
when vou take into consideration the various
committee meetings thev must attend, and
ir i< onlv a man who has idle time on his
bands and the means who esn afford to go

in for it. Very ravely 1 sec o big busingss
man or a propesty-helder go into the council.

: ne other man fo
stand and do as he is told, that will enit,
and we know of the influence brought for-
vard by vested interests in connection with
the cit~ of Brishane. While T admit that the
Local Authoritios’ Asociation does a lot of
zood work. and thai local governing bodies
do a lot of good work, T am of opinion that
better work still ecould ke do if the fran-
chise were broadened. T would like to
inform the Hounse that the oty council has not
increased the rates, or made any new valua-
i sinca the commencemont of the war.
ng the last five vears we have kept the
pretty well the wame, and rthe valua-
tions the same. Under the Local Aunthorities
\ct we have the right to make a fresh valua-
tion every three and to show the influ-

S leng

hieocan get s

cnce of outside bodies, I would yoint out
that the propertv-own assoclation knew
that a new valuation s to he made, and
they waited on the mavor and aldermen of
the ¢ty of Brisbane and entered a pro-

test arainst any new valuation being made.
They asked the council to leave the valua-
tion as low as possible. Ther said they
were not afraid of the council increasing
the vates: thes would be propared to agres
to the city couneil Inercasing the rates, but
not the valuation. I know pericetly well
that the property-owne association
really were frightened of the land tax. That
i+ why they did not want the land valuation
to go mp. When the Land Valuation Bill
was under disrussion = f voars sgo L read
a list of the valvations that werc immnosed
by the citxy eouncil. and what the properties
were fetching under the hammer, and there
was a very big discrepaney indeed between
the two. T ami of opinion that the hroaden-
ing of the franchise sill fill a long-felt want.
I+ is absolutsl ceeisary, and I cannot sce
vwhy the Opposition should be in any way
timid of it. I do not believe that they are
timid of if, because a mian has to reside
three manths in a district before he can exer-
cize his vote, and there will be no change in
the country shires at all. As far as the big
centres are concerned, there will be very little

change, that is, if vou are going to take
the last Stafe election as a guide. Take
Toowong and Oxler, for instance. Do vou
think there will be apny diileronce? My

contention is that by broadening the fran-
chize vou are creating a decper interest in
local government. for. after all. people are
miore closely connected with local government
than they are with Parliament, as it is more
in touch with their homes.

There was some very extravagant language
usesl by one or two hon. members. The
bon. mewmber for Albert referred to the

workers “loafers.”” and all that sort of
i h o was ab=olutely uncalled for.
they do this now because they

onposing the Bill. If it were before

the parliamentary election, what would they
1 Theyv would eall them “ Jolly
or “The roor unemplored.”
roas why this measute
fuced is that the adult frau-
'd—all over Australia at all
connection with members of the

hize 1z recogni
mte—in
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and State Parliaments. In  the time—the man to whom you absolutely
State like Queensland, why use to give a vote.

nly way to eleet local Take the votevs’ roll for the city of Byl
wiembers!  Take, on the one  bane and see how many absentees and athers
the number of persons of both sexes  there are who can never have a vote.

d \\;I‘rhm the city in rOSIdcnrlal Jr. Maxweer: Well, they ave doing no
ut arters snd boarding ostabl hmhm% who  haym ?

are daily ocomned in commereial, industrial, Mr, WILSON: I am only sho vou

and hanking pursuits, Why should they not that the brocdenine of the franc will
e 9 . L 1 L ! S | "

have a \c]m,n L do not see any reason WRY  yeate greater interest throughout the State.
e¥ should be denied a voice in the election  y¢ ¢he prosent time, we know that numbers

2 ropreseniati ak AP ! . !
of a represemtative. Then take the peopl>  of juen” and women do not interest themi-
“ho have lived in the one house, in many selves use they have no vote. If cvery-
cases  for tweniv, twentv-five, and thivts age ‘of twentv-one had a vot
Ther have paid ~Hfﬁ0‘0"!f rent during would have the candidates who were

]

DU
ou

OV

; T w o

tinse. L would venture to say, to move or municipsl honours going round
"IUV 1t]‘m property t,be,y are 11;"1174%’ . nmbabv with their canva which would
should they be d‘mle“ a vote? reats some interest in it.  Affer all, there

They are not

1 who can live on the pay

o get as w member of a unic

because ho gets no pay. The arguments

portion of thc Duciness as the hon.  advanced are «ll meonzhi but they wust

wr who interjects. I will run that out P comsistent because have opposed

bit further. The hon. member for  ©very mweosure of rveform introduced by this
aid many of them go to the ¥ in this ITousc.

d a vobs,

. WILSOXN: I know just as much about

ouncil and claim the votes. I was referring to the voters’ roll and the

A MaxwilL: I said thev can do it number of absentees and others who can
T N : ) ? 7 never have a vote.  Hxamine the numbeyr of
:\Ir.]'\\,ILSQI\: I know they can do it mdln( Ll.Ll voters, for argument sake, ov the
ag:"(:l'umg to the Act. If a man is an occu- compare 1t with the popuJatwn
pler hoe eau claim a vore, provided he gaes : centage absolutely ridiculous. In

t) the rOI'um] and pays the rates within “the
Even if the landlord him-

< i the rates Hreviously, the tenant
vome forward and claim to have his

WWard, which I represent. there
& somewhere in the neighbourhood of 800
-otes, but there are not 900 voters, because
) lot of them have iwo and three votes.
ingerted on the roll and get the land- ¢, there is a population of about 6,000.
meney returned to hlﬁl- The tenant “hey ave all interested in the sunoundmgs
ep it out of the rent, But how many  from a health point of view, and in cvery
hem do it? ¥ will just tell you the  .hape and form. Why should they be denied
rea~vn why the occupier would not attempt o vote?
to do ir. We kpow it is a di ifficult matter
fer a person who has been living in one
f : find another suitable
iving in a house where
t ed with the surround-
ir amT[j co1 and does not ant to
(‘)!;():;S;B(‘;htili]}rg!(\')hf Sml; :(011(“)1:50 to his business, they o nor get one sl for the work
Ay Lo e ] ) ther do on a local authority. These people
Mr. Moore: If he is perfectly eatisfied  yppear on the voters’ roll for several years
with fhe surroundings and conditions, the i3 many cawss, and do not tuke any inferest
council must be doing all right. in local covernment, and that is what our
Mre. WILSON: I do not wish to be drawn  friends oppezite term  local government.
off the track, because I understand the Why, the whole thing is a farce. A
matter thoroughly. For argument sake, we matter of fact. rake the nwnber of p-
wiil ; vou hn\e three votes for one par- in the eitios who pay income fax and
ticular ward, You are living in one house deubtless estimable irizens dwi
yoursell.  You have tmmnbs in the other 1ot gof a vure for municipal govern
two. I cach of the two tenants demand T'A'_V do  notr e bout  owning
a vote in his name, they are taking two hous Pecple have different ideas with
of the votes away from you. Therefors, the res ’d to their investments. Some people
owier of that property and the tenants come i in the Sft‘ﬂ] Exchange or in limited
to eross-purposes, If the tenant goes and I compume\,‘ or m other wavs, and
demands his right according to the Act, hr should they be denied the i
he is dning the landlord out of his vote. vote 1 xmum«mal affairs “11‘];3]\ because they
1f yvou have a 16.perch allotment you have do mnot believe in property? Many persons
one vere,  If wou have unimproved value do not believe in putting their moncy into
to the extent of £500 vou have two votes, piapesiv,  We used to hesr a lot about
and up to the extent of £1,000 you have  those weople swhen t proposzal for the
{hree votes in that particular ward. I can  acquisition of the tramways was being dis-
tell wou if a4 poson had £1.000 worth of cussod. and it was pointed ont thut, although
nnimoved property i the city he would  they lived within the ecity boundaries. they
fwentv-one  votes—that |1 Livce for  had no vore. TIf you analyse the list of
vhot o fair thin I do not  individual  debenture-holders  in the “eity
ar if the occupier elaims a  council—men who have # first claim on the
o the Act, he will fall out  vafes for the 'mtmo on their money, 1 ask.
' many yvotes ther have in the elﬂ(‘tmﬂ of
anthovit=?  They

rd in nine cascs out of ten.
i; 1'C~duc g the landlord’s power  wmombers of the lo

He iz pur out of the house by hardly havo any votes. Th. subscribers to
ad for ¢ ng fo pav the rates in prov H

cus loans were not lmited fo ratepayers
" ‘lonf we know perfectly well  aniv. and vet there was no talk about having
18 earrying the burden all no ,’ri‘pl‘n‘m\t,lgio’l \thout t

istening to all the tslk we have hear
memb opposite about nomads and
one would think that people would
from onc electorate to another in order
vors: and secure olection as members
jocal authority, though we Jnow that

place, P
he 15 perfectly

w
o]

d

a%

ation. If the
Welon.]
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ocal aut‘}orities are to
. ; 1o reason why the
tion should urpo~e m'r\ly adult having
a vote, bomum it is quite certain that those
will endeavour to safcgumd their
interests,  The broadening of the franchise
Wou Iu do away with many of the unfair
i+ which ave afmp*ed in the election

(S ien and members of shire ecouncils.
I hnw been in the city ceuncil for about
fif s, and I know perfectly well that
it is dlfﬁrvlt mz»tte tu get anyone fo
come out and stand for municipal honours.

I think the hon. member for 'T‘oo“ono will
me out in that remark. It iz a very
ifficult matter to get amonn to come out
for election, because it is well known that
aldermen get nothing for their work except
abuse. Cortain peoplo earn their livelihood
b evld(a\omm‘f to induce men to come cut
and contest seats in the local government
bodies, Those peeple will tell a prospective
candidate that there are a lot of ratepavers
who wish him to come out; and if that
man is foolish cnough to listen to them, he
will find that they have beecn inspired by
some members of the council. Seven mem-
bers of the city council retire every vear,
but T never saw seven elections take pla{‘e
at any one time. It is a very difficult
matter to get more than one contest. On
one occasion I waz opposed, and I found
oun that occasion that my brother aldermen
used to meet at night in order to wry to
ivduce a man *o stand against me. 'That
man was Mr. Welshy. and he was man

ngh to tell me of what was going on in

g ce of the hon, member for Burand:.

- for Pub e Insty U(’tt’\)l‘ 1 discovered

e Lo ued to moeet evel

of ‘T’m

v I he

N‘ﬂa kes in
1f the time
was wade a

3 doome and he
the introduction
little bit longer—s

twelve months-—he would suj )pmf the Bill.
He suppliced argument WhV we :A.owd
vote for the {ranchis ')ropos\d in

measure as
the

Buli

a\‘lmtt *}‘9 franchise o
present  tir The hon. membf‘

1

mba had s \TJ*m“ to say on behalf of

2 who wey
because ho

aiissi an 1nerease in the
knew very well that any
who was cppeied to an incvease in rates
had a good chance of being clected as a
member of a lccal authority. By broadening
the frapchise we will incrvease the interest
of the people in local governinent, and the
people will elect men who will worthily
represent them. T was sorrr to hear the hon.
member for Port Curtis, who came down
here with great ‘*opo\, wind up his remarks
by = Ung5 that if this Bill were passed i
“oul(t be nothing but murder.

FLETCHER : Adid not saw
WILS I understoo
moewitsor to make that statoment.

Mr. Froreszr: If vou read what I said
veu will alter vour opinion.

Mr. WILSON: I heard what the hon.
nember sa and reading hiz vemark will
not alter my opinion. The hon. member fo“
Alb u\f(ﬂu‘ fo the people as losfers and
Crov and ail sorts of thing The hon.
nember for Burnett said that the CGovern-
introduced  this  Bill  beecauze thev
l‘vmud to make sowe political mp‘t_ out of
it. There ix no political capital to be made
out of the Bill, beeryss it is a measure

[y Wilson.

a1l

that.
d  the

My,

hon.
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which has been nding for a long time on
our platform. he hon. member for Toc-
wvong, in the course of his speech, spoke
about dilapidated buildings which are to ke
found in the city, and I asree to a certain
extent with his remarks. If the council are
to beautify the city, we should have powsr
to demolish the class of buildings to which

the hon. moember referred, .
T have drawn atteution repes in the
counct! 4a the f that, the

ol with Queen
vayd
nd side o
a standing dise
many buildir
WO d like

of the city,
street, betwaoon
the old tin

Elizabeth s

runiing parall
1d

strpots

,'<

co., ’Th.ﬂlb'
the city we

9 pom.] In

= d very much, as we think

¢ are unfif fm habitation. Unforiunatel,
the Comm Phbho Flealth or =ome
hi= offtcers have paid a visit to many pre-

i, and os long as they are grnon a cost of
omine to pat fch them up so that he ¢

they are tenantable, the counecil have no
nower to demolish thom. I am pleased to
know we have power under this BIll to do
0. 1 am go to say a few words, with
which I have no doubt the hon. member for
Teowong will not agree, in connection with
this Government’s troatment of local authori
ties, T have said it in the council ropeatodly.
and that hon, g(‘nﬂoman heard nie, and it
has not been denied, I have said that this
Governmsent have treated the ¢ (omm'l
better than an nom‘dmg Gover
with regard to park T s

1
Lo

the precoding Govqmnn“r resume:d

SO%

coves of Wickham Park at the }
Roma <rron‘ railway station. A Idosk has
.l on that part and ornamentsl

The vaiwition came to come-

i urhood of £16,007. The

vould not grant us a

ther woeald ¢ admit any

at rosumption took place

We apnr "fhcd tliis Go-

ev have promired us some-
went of our elain, T menti

Lol
r Go
LITT oLy

that the proes
o meat the
nirit than the pro<i

I vou call £2,007 fair, I
o not,
We got nothing fr
They denied &
bouquets,
Loowons has do
the franch
eiter =
get raen
sibly i

to th

gy

w 1H1

Views,

;Lud pos

¢ progress then we ave ma ‘L
wn, member for ong will roecllect a
depuration some time ago which waited on
the Treusurer, who was then Minister for
Railways, with a view to improving the city.
the present Tp'acwu grm him to

thini

Le -

which waes o very
th* (ov"\ktlon at the
min tvw bridyge
ioce of property
it vould really
rerty.
the conell
that we should

5 hen

e ey

Vot

Pein vhon Mr. Tritton
ent to W lermen, they got
gaficient to rescind that motion.
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Leeal

1 offered as

fur  rvoaid

Mr.
nuch
purposes for not

Bir. WIT
land
5 feet.

Alr. IL\X WELL :
the eity council.

WILSON: What were we giving him?
Weo e gl a full i 2 riain
street 2 chaing wide—one freets
in the city., Tecok at the f
hi . Why should
I net the eits

sirin of

a el

wile up @

ot tmr co
Yes, we

;I‘O

) council have it
SSAUSE of the expense that ther = ore 1
mentioned this

I
}

T knew when I
be at cross poses with th
seimber. I could e any  nuin
instances where a change in the city counecil
would be of great advantage to the com-
i do not want to do so. A
great deal has been said about New Zealand
and other places. We know the franchise is
‘broader in Sydney than it is here. The;
have the boarders’ franchise there. 1 fecl
convinced that if the members of the Opposi-
tion were oqu prepared to give this a trial,
in three years’ time they would say it was a
good thing. am of the o])mmn that it
would create a good deal of interest—more
than we have at present—throughout the
if the franchise was broader. I cannot

o where they have anvthing to be frightened
ot. I have much pleasure in Mm)pytm? the
s=cond reading of the Bill

s on.
1her  of

Qrafc

Mr. GREREN (Zowngeille): 1t i1s rather
regrettable that such an important wncasure

a« tiiis should be supperted by #»o wuch abuse.
and so much aspersion against the characters
of those who have faithfully administered the
i \ufnmlt‘es Act, as far % the power
s invested in them of so doing, during
many yrars past. have no hesitation in
saying that those men who have carried out
local dmhoruv work wvear 1n and rear out
‘have done a great serv ice to this Ponunuultw
ificing their time in order to evve the
= faithfully and well, Yet insults
have been hurled at them from the Govern-
ment benches }:ight from the commencement
of the dehate. am not faAmc any crodit
to mysclf in m kmq these remuarks, because
I have not been attarhed to ]ocal authovity
work for a long period, thus differing from a
number of members sitting upon the Opposi-
tion benches; but since T have been connected

with it I have realised in a slight degrec the
amrmnt of work that that has been put in by
aldermen and shive councﬂlms in order to
serve the community and safeguard its health
as far as they possibly could under the
restricted conditions under which they were

working, It appears to me that any
Bill which requires abuse to suprort it
must be a roften measure indeed.  Whilst
we  have been looking forward to this
measure for lopg time and with great
heves, to me it iz to a lavee extent. a giroat
disar noimmcn' They tell - have 1e-
’0,\'0:1 wide powers., i it. M

aoived
other

of the wide
more than

)\““. MV i
counterbalanced by

powers whic o besn to ti i
and which will destroy those powers which
have been given to los 1orities.  Theve
are many clauses we would have liked to see

iranrted 1n this Bill
climates we would
restriet the ar @ oon oW hich reside could
bea built \‘ hilst in thre zounes that mwm
be zo cssential, in i watos it is

Tor instance, in tropical
5

1
tn have power to
B

trapical «l
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nientyr of open air
B ogiven to inha Ciants in
healthy conditions nnghr prevail.
I would alvo like to sec the council have
power to confrol TLO installation of septic
{ We ‘m('ht be teld that we have such
that in the

order that

tanks.
A power. contentt 0’1 15

partirul cii-
HRSR are

present time ! be

of the coviunity,

i wopding tvphod

he' the mesns of s
s ax 1(1 me ‘ cere W
of on cormuni have no
by which we can deal with these.
Now, seme srges were levellad by the
Home Secretary and others against those
who have been administering local govern-
ment affairs—fivst of all, that a majority of
the ecouncils have no definite policy. I chal-
lenge that statement. I say that most coun-
cils are working on a definite policy; but
that definite policy has been. to a large
extent. hindered by the restrictions which
have Dbeen pldcnrl upon them-—not only
restrictions in regard to increasing the
general rate and the financing of that pollcy
but also rvestrictions of power to deal
with certain nuisances. I have only to
look at the various cities to find confirma-
tion of my statement. T have seen a bold
policy enunciated by the city of Rock-
hampton for tramwavs, electric lighting,
and improvements right throughont that
great city, but they have been hamnere.d
in carrving ouf this poliecv.  Until
iust recently they have not had the power
to borrow money in the open market and
finance the policy ther would like to earry
with Toowoomba

the health
power

out. We have the same
and ishane. I maintain that the eity
. has a  broad and strong
emocratic policy. We have endea-

oetrie Highting, and we are
tn succeed—cloctric lighting as a
municipal measure run for the benefit of the
itizons. (Hear. hear!) We would do like-
with the tramways, but we have been
hampered. because we have not had per-
mission to go outside the Treasury to finance
sueh undertakings. 86”1 contend that the
local suthovities have a fl(\ﬁnito npoliew. but
the yestrictions in the old TLocal Aathmltm>
Acts regarding borrowing and increasing the
rates have prevented theiv going on with that
policw.

¢ to install «
going

Wa have been #old also that the adminis-
tration of lecal authorities is absolutely dis-
o

graceful—that there is no civic ability what-
ever. T, again, seithont anv hesitation what-

‘absolutely nntrue
studv the local zuthoritics and their
administration during the last five years,
such must call forth the vespect and esteem
of evervone who realises that thev have been
workine wnder diffienlt circumstances.  We
know that the cost of evervthing has inereased
tremendons] vot Incal authorities have had
vo  opnortunitz of increasing their rates.

sav thet Hmf alio

over,
If vou

"They on (\\‘W\m‘ﬂ(‘t to carry on with
th it of 6d. in the £1: they have
continued their work, and I venture to say
that  there are few local authori

in Qurensland that are in an insolvont
ton. I venture to sav that the maiori
them arc in a far better position than the
Govornment. with all the inercased taxation
whieh thes have had from the people during
the past five vear (TTeav. hear !t And yot
loeal authorities are acceused of not having

Mr. Green]
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any administrative policy or financial The Howme SecreTsry: I did not. Read
abilit They have carried outb their business my speech. That is most unfair,
on, sound f'na..l("al lines, and they are in 2 Mr. GREEN: T do not want to be unfair.

sound position to-day, becmu\e they have had
at their head men who have had ability,
men who have had some financial standing,
and who could control the affairs of a local
authority as they should be controlled.

We have also been told the local authorities
have been represented by incompetents. T
venti to say tln‘r that al\o is not a fair
eriti in any i ]Ucct whatever. I do not
say that all the ability is on this side of the
+; I do not say that all i‘he ability i
on the employing side; [ ((o not sav that all
the ability is on the side of thow ‘who own
property. 'There is just ss much on the other
side. but I think it ouls fair that credit
should be given to those who have striven in
a just, and honourable. and fair way fo
carry out the duties of local L:ovotnmnnt
during the trying period of the last five
vears. and for many vears previous to that.
(Hear, hear!) Let us look at some of the
hindraness with which thev have to contend.
I pointed just new to the installation of
septic tanlts.  The local authoritv ‘which T
reprosent disallowed a certain design. An
application came to the Commissioner of
Health down here, and the Government
went over the head of the local, autherity,
and insisted that that tank should Le
installed. Do vou eoxpect us to control the
health of the community when we are over-
ruled and over-ridden in that way? We are
told that proper sewcraze srstems are not
in existence. Well, we have not the power
to horrow to install decent sowevage and
drainage schemes. T would point in this
connection to the remarks of the hon. mem-
ber for Mackay., when the Bill was infro-
ducad in 1915, ¥e commented very strong
on the drainage of some of the loca hho
round Brisbane, In fact. it appcars that
Brisbane and th: local authovitics surround-
ing it have been brought into very severe
oondomnaﬁon and that condemnation has
bheen made to embrace the whole communitr.
We fram ths country object to that. The
hon. member for Mackay said—

¢ Within the municipality of Windsor,
for examp]e one of the metropolitan
districts. we find the drainage from the
houses. bathrooms. and kitchens mnning
into the street and lying there to be a
fertile breeding scurce of dmoato to bhe
disseminated amongst the people.  We
have heard hon. moembers opposite talk-
ing about the representation of the people
who own the property. What about the
people who live in those places?”’

Those remarks are quite correct, but T would
point out that the hon. member was in 1917
supporting a Government which altered the
definition of a sewer to include a water
table. so that ecvers houscholder and everv-
one else could run out his sewerage material
into the gutter that passed the door. anf’z
allow it to remain there, as the hon. member
for Mackay satd, “A for‘m(‘ broeding source
of disease o be disseminatsd amonast the
poonle.”” Al watar tablog wore made sewers,
and so the tervible state of affairs pointed
out by the hon. momber for Meckav was
practicall~ sanctioned and wupheld br the
present Government, l

The Home Sceretavry said thet the city of
Briskane was the onl ne that had moved
in the way ¢ of | ¢tablishing parks.

[My, Green.

It was in an  interjection
mermber made the remark,
The Hour Seceetary: I said that in the
metropolitan arca the city council was the
council that was doing most to provide parks.

that the hon.

Mr. GREEN: Then, I misunderstood the
hor. member. T quite agree with the Iiome

Secrety

that the Notthern and other con-

stituone ave helping to maintain one of
the most beautiful parks in yane, and,
he Home Secretarr objected, I also

» obiert. and T hope that when the
vates ave heing considered I shall receive
hon,

member in scelig

H‘o support of the
: . ,

larenre gv to the cutside dis-
to t wviho have helped to
establish Ddl] s, and make them healthier

plargrounds for the children. (Hear,
Mr. KIRWAN :

Mr. GREEN:

hear !)
Vilat about Rockhampton?

Rockhampton and Towns-

ville, too. I hope the hon. member for
Rockhampton +will help me in that matter
when the time comes. One hon. member
spoke about the noxious weeds. I Lknow
cases  where councils clear the roads of
weeds, and where the adjoining landowners
have to clear their lands also, but the

Government 7 ves are not cleared at all.
The vesult is that the secds from the noxious
weeds on the G’)V rnment reserves are scat-
iy all over the place and spring up again.
The U yveriment does not realise its respon-
sihilities in that matter, and cannot be forced
to vealise them the same as the owner of an
wlletrent.,

The Hodk SECReTARY : Vested interests in
Townsville prevented vou from carrying out
a vory fine work in Townsville. I refer to
the bridge.

Mr. GREEN:

that. and

I admit that. I fought
1 am prepared to fight it again,
because 1 felt that such opposition was
wgain«t the interests of the community ; and
T am against anvthing that is agmnwt the
interests and welfare of the community.

The Home Sucrerary: The people of the
whole of Tos \llwille were behind you, but
the man vmtl three votes defeated vou.

Mr. GREE Members on this side are
charged with “not having a policr, but there
are guite a number of “schemes that we can
inaugurate in the northern part of the State,
and we can see that they are carried out
successfuliv. 1T may sav that in the North we
wanted to go in for munlclpa] enterprise.
We wanted to erect a few shops on a vacant
piece of land situated in the centre of the
town of Townsville, but because of a techni-
cality under which the land was given to
the council for a certain purpose, the Govern-
ment would not allow us to orect the shops.

The Government talk about encouraging
¥ ipal entorprise, but here wss o caue
: woo ceuld have taken advants of

@ vacsnt  oandoun ve o allotmie at
pevitle and tiractive to the

as uvee of revenue,
were ne te do s Thore
many  provisions  in this il vhich

1 10‘1(] f]*onho‘vnr to a majority of mem-
I am plessod fo see
campefeney clause providing
in clerks of local authorities.
absclutely  essential,  When city
and local authoritie: become busi-
concerns, we want business clerks to
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carry out the work on mmnesS l.no~ I am
pleased that under this Bill local authorities
will have power to deal with dilapidated
buildings and will bo able to 01del the
removal of stums, Thank God the slums in
Queensland are not very bad. In a young
country like this we should not have any
slums at all. It is a ecod thlng that the
(’”“‘17(’11 W JJl 1"‘\'\ IO . Tﬂ i
1 am glad tha,t tho HL;ILE Secrefuv has
ggestion of the Liocal Authori-
Ano(mtlou H‘gd‘dlff‘ an extension of
5 o1 property cwned
; hapq(.:ahl widows,
aud men ~uﬁ°mmn flOlll industrial diseasss,
where such perwns can justly claim to be
alleviated.

Mr. Prrgrsox: Would yon also exempt
the old age prusiorers?
My, GREEXN: Yes, they arve included.

have not
humane feelings.

Members on the Government side
got a monopoly of

have not got a monopoly rega
sidovation extended ro the wor
this communit

I give place o no man on
s at all as

1 - {' -
L'n\ ares my ellow
to 1 ecan

tin Government
lmrmlrr
saat

\\*l\,Hll

. }HUJA 1O
and Just tieat as
Rockhampron and ‘.“«‘
ner. Some Lon, waemt
hamane feeiing o
ide of the Housc,

Mr. Forpe: A great propovtion of it is.

Mr. GREEN:

the same sympa

Menibers on this side have
v and the same feclings
towerds  their low-men as rou have.
Although the local authoritics arve receiving
~Atm pO\\Cla under this Bill, there should

be a clause permitting local ‘authorities to
bu‘im\v LlOul the Commonwealis Bank, I
am catisfied that some 10«:&1 authorities
would ive better tr from = finan-
cial 1unstitution owing ‘thm financial
poritlon (hdll they rom any LLdmings-
i ‘ o the influenes
wire- pull : suthorities neaver

of Gove ut, they get better

at a distance,
1

in connection
> that T favour an

hiee to o a kS
favour of the oercupior hax
am 1n favour of doing aw
But I say unequivees
i )

o

l am in

and I

(’TRT‘F\W T understand My, ives
the candidate for the Cairns electorate,
he adwvocated universal suffrage. Tha
not in our h]atfoun We did not deny
the right of exercizing his own
opinion and his own conscienca
bind him

was
and
was
him

individual
We did not

down br any p» or  ecaucus
deciston to advocate anv pol outside of
our no;icv contrary $o his own beliefs,
Mr. Hives may have advocated the unive

franchise, but he

I did not
advocate it,

To have

lost his seat.
and I won my seat.
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a universal franchise is representation with-
out taxation, and am absolutely opposed
to that.  Members opposite  believe  that
because a man has a property iu a muni-
cipality on which he pays rates, and resides
in another municipality, that he should be
ueprl\ec of the vote on the property where
> does not reside. That is absolutely taxa-
101 w1thout representation. I am opposed
to it, berause it 13 going to increase the
burden of m\dtio\l and I say

.80 pom.] without question, that increasing
the burden of t

i
13
¢

taxation in every
case  falls upon the workers. It is the
vorker who suffers, and it is the producer
who pay ilst we may agree that the
rean who has a busin property in the
centre  of  the ety gets the additional
taxatim} from his tenant, the worker who

owns his own home cannot cscape the buer-
den.  He is going to pay the increased rates,
and he is going to be taxed by men Who
pay o taxatlou whatever, but who wiil
so the franchise under this aniversal
fm nchise provision. Further that that, the
triennial elections under the universal fran-

:ise mean greatly mcwaqod cost in the
Ciay \HIO out of flL‘ (‘ L‘(lu‘“ B l vienture
to that no triennial eclection will be

out in this State under this pro-
ion for less than £25,000. I believe the
ome Scerctary stated that in three vears
the present time we pay £17.000. That
an inerease of £8.030 divided among the
cal authorities which the general taxpayer
vill have to pay, so that it means addition
axation to him. I am also opposed _to

al becauso, notwithsanding
hen, on the Go Jzt

may is going to introduce
polities worst form into muni-

I clections.
Mr. Coriins:
when

introduced them in
rén on the par

You
you

Townsvillo
ticket.

GREEN: T did not 1
refused to come out on a
vonture to say that thi

albsolutely
party ticket.
proposal will infro-

P

du pa pol}'lic with all its Intrigue.
ith all its und snd engincoring,  and
sith ell its dictarion from outvide sourcer, I

have no hoesi

vernnient o
the

tion in saying that party Go-
administered in Australia af
present time is the greatest curse that
we have in the community; and if hon.
gentiomen opposite were honest. they would
back me up mn that op]uim). OFf the other
tons in the Bill, the one which appeals
to me as most important is that which deals
with the clection of the mavor by the rate-
parers. I am oppesed to that also. (Govern-
t Teughter.)

DTy

Me, Perrusox: Tt owill do awav with the
present intriguing ﬂ 1t goes on in connection
with the election of

Mr. GRFEEN: I defy anyone to accuse
me of Intviguing in connection with the
matter, and I Dbelieve that, if I were to

erand as a candidate for the mavorality for
the city of Townsville, including Munding-
burra, under this provision, I would have
o+ good a chance of winning the eclection as
anyone  cise.  Put T opposad  fo thig
nroposal for reasons that I think are sensible
TCASONS. man might be elected because
fia iw a good sort of » er) but he might not
hav" the least abititr to carry out the duties
of the office. The popular man would win
in practically every case, and, if the com-
munity is fitted to eclect its aldermen and
has sufficient confidence in them, surely those

Mr. Green]

am
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aldermen have brains enouch to elect the
1 who is to preside over them and govern
their destinies for three years. The pro-
posal dons pot pay much of a compliment
to the ability of the aldermen. Further
thun that, a man might be clected who 1+
absolutely out of touch in his opinions and
his beliefs with the other ten or eleven
aldermen who are elected; and I defy any
mayor to carry out his duties faithfully, con-
ntious and with ability if he has not
wot the practieal sympathy and the practical
help of the aldermen. Moreover, it may
place us in the same position as that in
which the people of America find themselves.
President Wilson was elected by a large
majority of the people of ihe Tmited States
of Awmerica., but he did ot get the support

¢

of the prople whom he was practically
ruling over in Congress; and, when the
great moeasure that hsd for ity object the

proservation of the liberties of the nations
and of peace—the measure that had for
its object the prevention of wars in the
future—the League of Nations—was adopted
by President Wilson, it was practically
thrown overboard by Congress because the
President had not the sympathy of the
majority of the members of that body. The
same thing is likely to happen if mayors are
clected who are not in sympathy with their
fellow aldermen. I wonder if hon. members

opposite would suggest that the Speaker
should be elected in this manncr. I wonder

if the Premiicr would risk being elected by
the electaors of thiz State, and run the chanes
¢f having behind bim the party at present

sitting on these bencher. (Laughter.) With
T4 ta the amendment of section Tl—
which removes the Jimitation of the general
vite which p ously exis viz., 6d. in
the £1—1 believe that the lmitation should
¢ removed to @ certain extent, but there

be some safeguard provided.

Towe SecreETsnY: You know they get
that now by imposing special rates.

Vv, GREEN: T think the maximum might
be increased to 1s. in the £1 for a start,
or to some reasonable sum, but some limita-
tion should be retained so that extravagant
men who have no responsibility and who
pay no rates would not be able to run amok
in connection with the administration of
the finances of a local authority. That is
all I have to say in connection with the
i that I

measure berond again remavking
regret that untversal franchise is proposed
in thiy Bill. We know that it will be carried.

We know that all the advice we give—and it
is good advice—and that all our suggestions
will fall on deaf ears; still it is only right
that we should enter our emphatic protest
and sav that we believe that it is not for
the welfare of the community as a whole
that the franchise should be altered in the
way proposed.

Mr. PEASE (Hcrbert): The only point
I wish to deal with iz the question of the
present franchise, I am going to speak
ahout the municipal franchise, and I am
going to give facts. It is all very well to
get up in this Chamber and make bald state-
ments with regard to the franchise on which
this Assembly is elected; but I notice that
no one on the other side who has said any-
thing about the franchise has supported his
statements with facts; they have all just
mads bald statements. The Home Secretary,
in his able second reading speech, showed
that he is conversant with the question of
the franchise. As member for Cairns, he

[Mr. Green,
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to on numercus occasions
scandal that exists so far
: sre concerned in the muni-
cipal franchise of Cairns.

The Houe Sgcerersny: The mayor of Bris-

banc knows all about it too.
My, MAXWELL: No, he doesw’t. That was

in your electorate.
At twenty minutes to 10 o'clock,

The Sp resumed the chair.
Wr. PEASE: This Bill is to correct the
anomalies which exist at present. The

position which wus diselosed in Cairns shows
that there were agents who controlled no less
than fifty votes. The system adopted was
1] these agents paid rvates in a lump sum.
They handed a list of names to the town
clerk, and told him to give three votes each
to those nominees, who were the employees
of various agents. In one case, we find the
hushand received votes for housc property,
and the wife was down also for votes for
house property some miles apart, and neither
the husband nor the wife lived in either
of these houses have here the official
veport which was presented to the counc.}‘l
in connection with this matter, and T will
read a fow extracts from it— .

“ Ratebook.—This has been irregu-
larly kept. According to section 224 of
the Act it should be signed by three
members of the council. It is not signed
by any one, Section 225 reads: ' No
simendment of the ratebook shall be
ralid until the ne is initialled by the

haeirman, with the date of such altera-
smendment.” Numberless amead-
ade in the ratebook without

t1

n or

men
any ne initialied by the chairmen ov
dated. These al tions are illegal; and
it is sesumed thet as the voters’ voll
is m with these alterations, the
vorers’ an incorrect one. Are
the el void in conscquencs? Is an

intere

Roll.—1 compared the lis
svs of rates with vour last voters

For the first eleven pages I found
names of twenty-two voters which

;
roil.
the v
should not apparently have been there.
Amongst these are the names of an
alderman and a member of the harbour

board.

“1f these proportions be carr}ied
through the whole roll, then the number
of imp:  voters in this respect
Tecomes carrying probably sixty
votes.”

Then, in the final summing up, Mr. Hodel,
who i tigated the matter on behalf of
the 1, made this recommendation—
“ T vecommend a thorough examination
vour ratebook, with the removal
sercfrom of all nawmes not rightly there,
the prompt preparation. thereafter
correct votersd roll.”
¢n that suggestion, the Cairns Town
. on Tuesda 13th Feptember, 1910,
special meeting, with the mayor 1n
v. ro awend tbe ratcbock. At that
ng 495 votes on the existing roll weve
with, and no less than 108 were found
to be irregularly there and were removed
by order of the council. We have heard
a lot about occupiers getting vobes, and all
that sort of thing.

The HoME SECRETARY: They were all
political supporters of hon. members opposite.

o
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PTASE: There is no ihere
hat 1y the position which was disclosed
e a few pcople got into the council
who had other +1M11 capiralistic views, This

svetemn oxisted for vears, I was a dummring
system. It was brought up repeatedly at
i and it only when o seetion
lerien who really represented the -
pavers gob on the council that they w
to ‘r 'rml investigation muade, B
knows N, horlo, is not a Labou
e has a lno‘rhor in the Ll)])(‘l o
Hodel made an C\hwuitl\' inguiy
whole matter, and out of 49§ votes

WIS

rat

ablo
oue

istic nominees,
One man was an alderman, and a me
of another council. These people arveg
richt to do things in connection with
which the people had to pay the piper,

d they hed no right to be there. That
e of the most disgraceful examples of
tufling that has ever been quoted in
Ass We bhave been told to-night
’L any occupler of a house can demand a
vote. 1 have another instance. The edito
of the Labour paper in Cairns did dema nd
his vota. Ile paid his rates in time. and
ot vote, with the reswlt that within a
ronth he was turned out of the house where
d }ad lived for years, HHon. members
Y \Jt(‘ who talle with their tongue in their
hout everv oceupier wmetting # vote
what T say is true. Ther know that
is going on. and that the only
o stop it is by this Bill.

=

An OpPOSITION MEMBER: Arve you stuffing
the clectoral roll?

'M)‘_ PEASE: wWo, we arc not stuffing it.
T}'r" Lon, member hes given me an ¢ ppor-
tanity of saying what 1 want to p ticulariy
v ish vegord 1o ollstufing in the
ubm’r Does everv Opposition member
ho has talked about this ghost business not

realise that he is_attacking the gentleman in
charge of rthe FElectoral Office and every
police magistrate, and clerk of petty sessions,
and other officials, who have signed their
name to these rolls?

OppostrION MEMBERS : No.

Mr. PEASE: T have in my hands the
supplementary rolls for Herbert, certified as
correct by the police magistrate at Innis-
fail. Would any hon. member oppogite say
that the police magistrate would certifr to
these rolls as being correct when he did not
know that they are correct.

An Orrosition MeMBER : He does not know.
He has no evidence that they are correct.

Mr., PEASE: Here are the supplementary
for Herbert used at the last election.
¢ was issued on the 10th August. Before
the elections which were held on 9th October,
476 names were crased from this supplemen-
tary roll of the 10th August. I have also
the supplimentary roll issued on 13th Septem-
ber, and before the elections were held. and
439 more names were struck off that roll. I
mn assure Lon. members opposite that_the

orthern Country Party are well served in
fms respect. They have an office in Towns-
ville with an officer who was not only there
at elestion time but is engaged at present.
he goes right through from Townsville to
the Herbelt, and his whole work is to ssc
that no names are on the roll that are not
properly  there, and I can assure hon.
members opposite that he does his work
very well. On these two supplementary rolls
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there are nearly 1,000 names taken off, 1
not want to delax the House, but

somasthing in conu
\v th this maiter, because ﬁom the informa-
ien I have gl\'on 1t will be seen thar the
s are doing their duty in a p
npablo manner. The ﬂome Semetar

I knew, haz been pested ever sinco he has
heen a suember of this Chember in connection
ith the doir of slum areas. T kne
a memhber of the Town (mm
H wore L‘\'(’l["Q']TU"]V ﬂgk]']“
Som‘etary nnd the 111(\11 Speaker to

ihi I had to sap

st the people of (lalrns to destroy that
¢not known as Chinatow I have in
an opinion "Mz, Stumm

.and 1
regard to the destruction
in umnh he said—

“But none of these expressions i
my opinion, sufficiently wide to empo
the Cairns Town Counci! to uqu.rn
total destruction of any house or sf
tare,”

I compliment the Home Secretary for having
accomplished something in this Bill which
has been occupying the minds of the people
of Cairns and the people of North Queens-

land for a number of vears, that is the
giving of town councils and other authorities
sower to destroy thess pest spot:. I have
e in Clairns something Tike ‘mcms vea
and I lknow very well that for anvy in-
atroercion choen tlie people o]w‘t@ﬂ to
the Jocal authorit it is the housewlives,
the children, and the people who live there
who have to pav the penalty. As the hon.
member for Rosewoed said, he sufiered from
typhoid fever, and if an cpidemic broke ous
ta North Quesnsiand, it is these pest sp
that would spread the d > and canse wide-
spread lo »u started to do

of Chinatown

in
o

the
ruc-

w0

”nmmf these iplaces, you
i the facs

1 "bh\ at

something whic

i1 g‘\o to the po p]o ‘h(\ right to who is
fo control these p pois, is ene of the
of beving o Lzbour Government in

Mr. KERR ({(Fnoggera': Thourands of
word. have been spelien on this side of the
House in protest of this measure. They
have emanated from men of vast experience,

and {or that reason alone, if for no other
reason, the Government—shall T say the

mmus—shnuld take notice of what has been

aid. We find that the main features of
ths Bill' are compulsory adult franchise

rother with unlimited power of rating. The
Home mﬂcrofarv aud other members of his
in »m"anmvg arguments in relation
Bill, got to the absolute apex of
’lhe;,' said all land belonged to the
mmunity, and ther further went on to say
that all land should revert back te the
community. e gone to \‘hc trouble of
a Jook at ¢ VWebster,” as those on
have quotad ¢ Web.
before to-day, and I would like this
¢ to take Into comidor’ltion Whero rhew
ialistic principles are going to Jead the
community. “ Webst s” interpretation of
the word *¢ commur shortly, is this—
“The typical societv of a prmmae
5, tribe, or the like; a social organi sa-
tion in which the life of an individual is
d}mo_~t blended in that of the com-
munity, or in “Iuch the relationship of
the individual has something of the
iztimacy of family life. In such societies

Kerr]

to this
socialism.

the (,-ovmnmenf hench
ctey’
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nztural resourres, as land or hunting
ieges, ave held in common, or sub-
to periodic apportionment

¢ Tye CoMMUNE OF Pamig

“The Government established in Paris
(1792-84). by the usurpation of supreme
power ou the part of representatives
chosen by the communes. Its ")DZ“Od is
known as tha ‘ Reign of Terror

“The  insurrectionars 20 ,':'nmn(\nt
nmodelied on  communalistic principles
which, after the retivement of the Ger-
man troops took posmsdion of Paris.

“ It was suppressed after a stnbborn
resistance accompanied by many outrages
against life and property.’

I sav that this Bill can be interpreted simi-

to the interpratation of *‘ commune”
v Webster,”  Wo ales find that the Home
Secretary accused property-owners of being

T"m Hoxe Ssemetiny: No: read what I

sard

3ir. KERR: He als 0 s id ther huad been
rewarded by getiing plural vote I repre-
seng in the motmnul tan aren of Brisbane a
class of people x.“n are not soclalists; a
clazs of people who have their own little
hemes. and who are prepared to pay their
rates, and do so. Thev also cxercise their
vote: withoui con mu%um and the: are the

peorie \\hr) have been vef on(‘q t9 as barg]‘
I world ik
of the nc,nf
at them,
The HoaE
Mv. 12¢

1o

paer

c1-
cipal ele
s+ that plur

place 1
should h(~ ontit

where he owns the house where
)

and one in the locality whore he pavs
is a diseriminstion in that respoct
M sociali and demoeracy, and vou

Jdemacracy on

on 1

this side of the

other side. On
o get extreme somal
acy. It is not a falr

against dernocy

tion to permit people who may be

cid 1 wds—I refer to the people who
border —to have a vote in municipal
cloctions. ¢ 18 no f so far as

these people are concerned. Any loan floated

reactt on the man who own: nd in the
and if reacts on the cons 2. They

nt : A . S

at the sinee form of

by any means, the

1 nowoer in the shive oouncﬂa
oHow the o\amplw of the prese

. and splazh money aronnd as
purd 23 thes pessibly ean.
also goe that tlw‘v will find the y
: mmmnmlt to the

to ecrect a
ve have in power

thrify Government 3 ;
everr possibility that politics WIH
n info mumc;pal councils under the pro-
rels contained in this Bill. The people of
Austra are cducated in politics to a
. _ greater extent than any nation
[10 pom.] of the world, and they sce
through any oallloLlﬂage by which
the Government ha‘ e endeavoured to conceal
Hno'v intentions in introducing this Bill. I
gree with the proposal that women should
bo given votes, because women are a great

[Mr. Kerr,

here is
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power in Australia and throughout the
world and take a great interess in politics.

I henestly believe that LI we give them vot-
power, they will us that power in the
¢ direction at the » ht time. There are

s things which not provided for in
this measure, and e things affect the
mare who by thrift has acquired hizs own
home. It often happens that when a large

ale, the survevor
a short lane through
ire mnnul may object to

is being cut up for
land provic
and. The sl

because, in thotr opimox', it ought
dened into a road. The owner of
the lapd then deletes that lane from: the
pl and the lave 1z conv into an

eascment for the dumping of rubb on a
ular spot. In many Instances the shire
i1l object to a road being placed at a
certain place, because it would bhe under
vy rain, ap:l it would require

ho expenditure on the part of the couneil
to drain that roadway. The Government
then send out an inspector, and he reports
that the proposcd road would be in a suit-
able The people coneerned have no
redress against such ac‘tion at the present
rime, and l held that ns of rodress
should be provided. leference has beﬂl
wmads by Qomo mombﬂxa fo '1( alth matte

s
uxrll I should like to remind hon. members,
‘hen an epidemic of influenza ocenvred in
banc some time ago. the Iealth DGL@YI‘
abscluat unsble o meet the
of the oceasion, and the shire
wore mh(d upon to deal with the

The shive councils abzolutely vese
ton th t to-day we have hoA
Houso
petent,
al authorvities
yut fo the

I hope
n peonle
g done by our
have alveady

suving that lo
miﬁh the me
their t

abers of those lo
in and rear

the

5
ic {iovern . Thex

quoted Tenin as an authority, and they do
not  hesitate to say that all land should
belong to the community and should revert

to the community.  We might as well acceps
the econditions which exist in Russia, for
we have startsd In the way tl'u' did. T do
2oree W the propons Al o the Goveri-
ment with r md to the cloction of mayor,
because under the systern they propese wo
shell lose good men from the municipal or
ire neils.  As the Home Secvefary said,
tis a "wzu Loaom' » a4 oman to become the
o but under the pro-
will probably be two

il

-

tho Bxll fhow

Yree men  going for the pesition of
vor. Only one can get the positi and
> community will losn the service of the
fier two men, who 111g rendered

ervice on the f~f>um il. Morcover, the
T who 1s clected ss maror may be an
e stranger to tho procedure in ¢
v‘octmp with locs 1 gox ,-,mx 1t busines
it will ko humun o t!
arc his ues to 1\V;:x!n ﬁom E

him in Thn pm‘fom.mnc of This
the result that his duties mll not be carried
out satisfactorily. With the provision giv-
ing local authorities power to remit the rates
of disabled returned soldiers, widows, and
such like people T entively agree. One mem-
ber of the cancus stited +]*a’c ratepavers had
an opportunity of voting in the referendum
on conuscription. Personallr, I am extremely
sorty that the voting on conscription was
not confined to men who were eligible for
military service. During 1917, in the middle
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of the war, when most patriotic working
men were away at the war, some foreign
advocates ab the Trades Hall were engaged
in plov)mganda against conscription.
should like to sece the council of the Trades
Hall consist of the same clement of unionists,
because I am a believer in unionism,

The SPEARLEER:

Order!

Mr. KERR: I am sorry they have led
me oun, Mr. Spealker. (LavW'nter) I am
glad to a clause inserted m reg dto
dlu;u(-d, il T think

fent

one,

to th
ond

pdum, the =01 htl().l of the
€ on cavious railvay lnes,  In
for ment residences

o
o
o]

Cpannar in
ave been rafrrrad

» Howe 8

shire T
v the oo F;f\.r‘mtu ry.
ICRITARY : Where? Reed it

JQ’ Z‘

ink it \‘muu h

e

nfine
aud
Spposite

T 'lf\
U_) aive

FLPETIONTOG

ands—of poun
ansthing i

M
the old alders sen who had beon elictad
vear in and vesr out-—wor onnes od igm‘-
ously, when the Greater Uity of Towssvilie
vwas brought into operatios—that they

thn ught of development. We know it has
only been since the Tabour candidaies pus
forward a policy whereby the city could be

1920—2 ¢
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-, and the city
tric light, thst any
tn bring about reform.
rateh my back and
s gone on in the past.
was not long before
ir premises,

"'1";}'

g‘fhvn men gut in, ::

roads wers made

the valus

hoen

1To t‘vl‘

\appene
h

i 1
3

sine up of £
that that

b
2 Won that
Torics) 13th

5 ;L]]NSt'Lt"‘-

X
find some o3
sl alsg o

iy lose,
the fact vemeins that
infair and

on Mond
}“*nrr I

d id

231 txoy‘

if t}v‘m was uhy uvndue or nnuzual
migraticn  of  workers from another
Ucrto‘"a*“ to the Herbert. He was con-

tinuously in with me up to the date of
the closing of the rolls, and we found
that only fonr men from Millaa Millaa
came to the Herbert who had their names
added to the rolls.

Mr. Dosh.]
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as to the 731 names added to
the roll during the course of the contest,
it may be very interesting mform&t\on
to Mr. Bradley to kuow that during my
star in the Herbert from 12th January
to the closing of the rolls, I enrolled 113
clectors myself; as there  were  three
tional orgunisers at work, it may be
easily pre «unwd that they did as much,
which would account for more than half
of the 731 names, about which Mr.
Bradley wails so Joudly. But the loss
of that £100 in the event of a win must
have stung, and most all curs whine when
they get stung.—Yours, ete..
M. McdaHON,
“ Late Organizer, N N.PUY
That is the statement of one of their own
late organisers in connection with the roll-
stuffing that we hcar so much about. The
Northern National Political Union have a
very big su\ﬂ and they are very active iIn
regard to 1\ The hon. member for
Bromer 1(&1d out what has been done by
their organisers, and something as to their
objects, and as to the Employers’ Federation.
Now, here is a circular prepared for the
purpose of frightening people who are
workers, and who travel from onc electorate
to another, from keeping their names on the

1—

“P.0. Box No, 259.

‘“ Telephone No. 68.

“H. G. Braprry, Organising Secretary.

NORTHERY NATIONAL Poritica. UNION.
“ Head Office: Townsville,

[Our objective: To c¢lect members to
Parliament who will legislate for the
iner<ased development and production of
the State, and thus Denefit all elassea.]

“ Dear Sir or Madam,—I beg to
advise rou that whilst your name appears
on the Federal roil as living at the pre-
sent time at Gonmdl Hospital, Hughen-
dou, the State electorate for Townsville
still retnins vour name as being resident
at Nestle Hospital, Townsville.

“ This is obviously contradlctm‘y, and
as you are now resident in the Gregory
olcctor“1e it is necessary ’chat you com-
plete an ap plication for enrolment for the
electorate for which you are now resi-
dent.  For this purpose I enclose vou the
necessary form filled in as far as possible,
and a%L that_you will fill in answer to
question No. b, sign same, and have your
signature witne ed by an elector.  On
oomplotlon phase return to Box 259,
Townsville, when  same wi]l be
uhm(\(hﬁtelv lodged on wour hehal
You will ncte that Box 258 is the bO\ of
the Noxthmw National Political Union, and
they asi the elector, immediately his elaim
ig filled in, to return it to theoir box ab
Townsvitle.  And this is where they get in
the sting to éry te frighten them into domg
s0—

“Failing immediate attention to this

matter, an objection to your name
appearing on Townsville roll will be
lodged, and, in conclusion. T have to

advise that your nealect to attend to the
matter leaves rou liable to a penaliv.
“Yours faithfrlly,
‘“H. G. BRADLEY,
“ Ororar’mxmv Sacretary.”’
T am also reminded by the hon. member
for Mackay that they also sign as “ Rolls
clerk.”  With that circular was also sent

[Mr. Dash.
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dates came ouy with a poli
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along a claim, kindly filled in. That ought
to he cle proof to anybody in this State
of Queensland as to where the roll-stuffing
comes {rom. The Labour party have been
accused for some considerable time of
putting on the roll names of men who are
not in Queecnsland, and yet we have that
amtcmem‘: from one of the organisers of the
other side, sent specially into an electorate to
put names on the roil, although immediately
the election, they rtars

thew do not win

accnsing the Labour party of transferring
men from one ctorate to another! The
organizer points out that only four men were

transferred from Millaz Millaa to Herbert.
Railway workers do not stop in one place
for all time, and if they did leave Millaa
Millaa and seek employment in Herbert,
thes were guite justified in doing sc.

A great deal has been said to the effect
that if the workers get the vote they will
upset a great deal of the work of the locai
authoriti If the workers do get the vote,
they are sensible cuough to knnw whow
they place in charge of local authorities,
and it would be a sorry thing indecd if we
could not get amongst the workers men who
could run the local authorities equally as
well as in the rast. In Townsville the
Northern National Political Union candi-
whicn they said
they were going to carry out, They have
had 1n the city the slabs for the purpose of
crecting public conveniences for the last three
vears and more but they have not been
erected yet. In most towns we find very fesw
convenlences where people, especiaily women
with little children, may go. They have to
go into refreshment rooms and spend money
1t they want to sit down for half an hour or
%0, or go into .shops and purchase rome-
thing. T am very pleased that quite vecently
the aldermen of ‘the city of Townsville have

been adopting some of the plar of the
Labour eandidates, \»hon ‘rhn' stood for
sl honours,  They have beautified

thf\ beach to a (‘e1va1n cxtent. The beach at
Townsville is equal to gy cther beach in
the Commonwealth, but for venrs no attempt
wis made to beauhfv it, or to turn it into a
pl@ce of recreation. I am pleased also that
the Bill gives power to local awtherities to
order the pulling down of old buildings, and
improve portions of cities in that way. In
Towasvilie the

people who own the places
that are realls
PA0DeY,

slums are the people with
vet they ‘go round and extract vents

for their niie I would like to sec the
councils have grezter powe have
got at the present time. There

[10.30 p.m.] are  numbers of Chinamen in
business in the lmgx i and

present the councils Lave not tho

amen or Asiatics from
opening up busine~ws.  In future we hope
thes \\‘111 have that power. We know that
if a (‘]'”mmon offers &8s, or 105, a weok
mare for a shop than a w th“ man, there ave
some lzndlords who will give it to the China-
man for the sake of tho larger rent. That
bringa the Chinamen into competition with
the white workers, and keeps a large number
of people out of employment.

Mr. WEIR (Maryborough): 1 beg to move
the adjournment of the debate.

Question put and passed.

The resumption of the debate was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

Th> House adjourned at half-past 10
o’clock p.m.
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