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326 [ASSEMBLY.] Que~.,ions. 

The SPEAKER (lion. \Y. Bcrtram, .l!cua) 
took the chair at half-p,_st 3 o'r!ock p.rn. 

\\HE .\T POOL BILL. 

.ASBLKT. 

The SPEAKER annoullcC'd the receirn 
of ::t n1e~;ago frmn :His Exccllcncv tEe 
Licut,_?nant-GoYcrnor ass·enting, in the~ narne 
of His J\1ajcoty, to this Bill. 

QUESTIOKS. 

FATAL AcCIDEKT, KEnno" PARK RACECOURSE. 

Mr. CORSER (JJurnctt), in the absence 
of :Jir. Vowles, asked the Premier-

" 1. Has his cttcntion boon directed to 
a recent fatal accident at Kedron Park 
Racecourse, in Brisbane? 

' 2. How many 'accident9--(a) fatal, 
( IJ) otherwise-ha YO occu nod on this 
racecourse during the past thre.o yoar~,? 

"3. \Vill he cause a report to be made 
as to thB safdv of this course for 
racing?'' " 

The PREMIER (Holl. K C. Theodoro. 
!lhi/lago,') replied-

" 1. Yes. 

"2. Thr C' persons haYc met with f'1tal 
injuries, and four pcr~ons haYc received 
injuries which haYe not praYed fatal. 

"'3. Yes." 

SGPERVISlOX OF IXSTHCCTIOK I~: \YOOL A~D 
SHEEP. 

:Ylr. S\VA Y:\E (Jii»ani) askoo the Secre
tary for I>ublic Instrw tion-

" If he vvill tabl·, tho papcl's, inf']uding 
the r·ecommendations of Uw Athisory 
Committcp and the' Public Scnicc Coni
missiolwr, in connection ~.vith the recent 
appointn1cnt of a supcrYisor of instruc
tion in -.,·ool and sheep ut tlw technical 
college?" 

The SECRETA!<¥ FOR I'FnLic IKBTHPCTIO~ 
(Hon. J. Huxh.nn, JJuranc?rt) replied-

,, If the honourable nwmber will call 
at the head oflico of the Department 
of PuLlic In,truction he will be afforded 
an opportunity of p0rusing tho papers.n 

A2\!EXD)fEXT OF SuG.iR CAxE PRicEs AcT. 

Mr. CATTER:YICLL (Jiusgrave) a~ked the 
Secrptary for .~::'\.gricu1turo-

" ·\'rbcn will the' conference behveen 
the sugar-cane growers and millers on 
tlw proposed anwndnwnt of the Sugar 
Cane Prioes .,A.rt taku place?" 

The SECRET·iRY FOR ~\GRICULTFRE (Hon. 
W. '01. Gillies, Eacha:••) replied-

" No date has vet 
conferenoe rcfcrr.C.d 
probablj take place 
year." 

been fixed for the 
to. but it will 
{'arly in the now 

OnnEn o~< TRL\L oF SPr:crAL AnmKG ::'IIAcnmE. 

Mr. Kl<:RR 
i11 Clwrf-,~: cf 

a:-;kcd the lviinistcr 

" 1. Is it a fact ~hat an ofl-icial of the 
S::atc Fishr:eir ?, Department YcrLally 
ordered on trial a SI1f-·cial adding n1,nchine 
in ::,I a:,, 1918, for usf' in adding and dis~ 
f-''Cting dockeh? 

'· 2. \Yas this machine obtained for the 
department and in"ta!lcd, and an 
operator trained! 

•· 3. Fnrthcr, diU the san1o official ver
ballv order an electric motor to driv" 
the inaehine referred to some four n1onths 
aft·,r-Yiz., in September, 1919? 

" 4. \Yore these Yerba! orders re
pudiated and the machine returned .to 
the supplier in Janu.try, 1920-that 1s, 
after the machinA had been in use for 
approximately eight months? 

'' 5. \Yas any payment made in regard 
to thP tra11saction ?" 

The TREAS'CRER (Hon. J. A. Fihdly, 
Paddinc;ton) replied-

" 1. Tho State Fi.,hery Department 
accepted tho company's offer to place ~he 
machine on trial 011 the understandmg 
that the department was under no obliga
tion to purchase. 

" 2. The machine was installed, but no 
operator \Yas trained. 

" 3. An elPctric motor was subsequently 
attached to the machine. 

"4. :\'o orders wore repudiated. but 
the cornpany's repr(~sentative \Vas advised 
that. as there wns no work for the 
machinP, it ~'"as not required, and it ·was 
rcturn0d in J anuarv. 1920. 

"5. :'-Jo: ns no -~~le was effected. I 
might ,,,drJ that the re1wesentative of the 
compnny was told ihat if they could 
csta hlish Hny dain1 for payn1cnt. in con-
Ll 1vith t1w motH' it ,.ould be rnct 
h:- d0partn10nt." 

rr ABLIXG OF RET"CH::\S RL:!.PECTIXG LEGAL FEES, 
brPERIAL 1\IEAT Acom:xr. 

Mr. FRY (Jiuri/7)(1), in the absc1w0 of Mr. 
Fl0tcher. a skcd thP Pren1i er-

" \Yhcn •,-ill the return showing parti
culars of lcgnl fees. as shown in I1nperial 
mc•nt acrount for last financial year, bo 
laid on the table of the Homo?" 

Tlw PREMIER replied--
" I now lav on the tabl0 of tlw House 

the return asked for." 

AREAR rN :'iom'H QT'EENRL.IND 'YrTHDRAWN 
FFOM SELECTIOX. 

Mr .. JO"\ES (][cm7c(1y) asked the Secretary 
for Pnhlic Lands-

" 1. 'vYhat areas in ~orth Queensland 
han' been withdrawn from selection rtnd 
added to the nuious State stations 
<rluring- the past three f1nancinl years? 

"2. In the c,,-;c of each Hrea so with
drawn. at what rental was it offered to 
the nublic when open? 

" 3. Does the State Stations Depart
ment pay anY r0nt1l to the Lands 
Denartmcnt fm: thr"'e blocks. and is any 
all(J,vancc 1nad0 in St':b• station books 
for such rental?" 
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The RECHETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:\DS 
(Hon. J. H. Coyne, Warrego) replied-

" 1. (o) 275,300 acres ,,·itbclrrtYYn from 
selection and added to I)iam;,ntina Lakc'
Statc Shttion: (1,) 19.065 acres with
dray n fron1 f-lclcction and added to Duck
ingh un Downs State Sbtirn; (c) 46,360 
acre~ ""ithdrnv, n frmn sclc,~tion and 
added to Dots\\ ood State Station; (d) 
156,000 acres which were notiilcd to be 
opl'Il for solertion, but were \Vithdra\Yn 
befor0 thu opening datr had ac-crued and 
incluclccl in L:,·nc:hnrst St"to Station. 

"2. (u) Diamantina Lakes, 275.300 
acres at ~d. per acre. tohl £573 10s. 10d.; 
(h) Buckingham Do·nns. 19.065 acres at 
~d. pe!' acre. total £39 14s. 4bd.; (c) 
Dotswood, 22.265 acres at I~d. per acre, 
and 24,095 acres at 1~d. per acre, total 
£349 12~. 9d. ; (d) Lyndhur.;t, 63,600 acres 
at ~d. per acre. 70,400 acres at ;,d. per 
acre, and 22.000 acres at 1d. per acre, 
total £444 3s. 4d. 

"3. Yes.'· 

APPOIJ\'TME::\'T OF GOYERNOR. 
Mr. iVlNSTA:'\TLEY (Quccnton), without 

nohce. rr~ked the Premier-
" Has his .attention been drawn to a 

paragraph aprwari11g in the 'Brisbane 
Courier' •yith reference to the appoint
ment of S1r :Yiatthcw :'\Tathan as Gayer
nor of Queensla;1d. which paragraph states 
that the EqJpointmcnt of Rir ::v1att;l8\Y 
Nathan >Yas due to the representations 
made b.\ the Philp rlckgation while in 
London?" -

Thr PRKiHIER replied-
" Tl1e GoYcrnor has unrf"'>erYedh 

denied the st.ateraont attributc~d to hirll 
t , thr' dT oct that the P hil p dekga tion 
\Yerr' rt'spon~iblc for his being :sen-t out. 

"It is uow obYious that the report 
"'Yres thlilH~ratoly fab1·icatcd either ia the 
'c~ouric-r' ofJice in Brisb<Hl(' 01' h\' 
tho · Courier ' noY;,";', gency in ~\dela id C. 
IJ1t ,report published by the . : Daily 
l/latl subsequently. and purporting ro 
ha·;c been telegraphed from Adclaid,. 
was. I suspect, lifted bv the 'Mail ' 
fro1n the · Couri('l'' of~ the rn·eyious 
day. 

" Our opponent·~ arc playillg prctt.v 
]on~ dov~-n v,-hc:n, for party purpose:", th0y 
dehb<er.1tel \ cook " report by putting' 
mto the mouth of the Go;-ernor \H>rds 
that ,,verc neyer used bv hi1n and false1v 
attributing to tho Go~·crnor stah:nnents 
calculatc·d to cause ostraugcrncnt between 
him and his ::\Iinisters. I hope, for the 
Bake of c!P;nJ journalisn1 in this State, 
t)w Lking of the report did not take 
placi' with tho conniYancc of anvonc in 
Brj~banr I sugge;;:t to tho ' (jourier' 
and 'Daily ::\1ail ' that in order tn clear 
the matter up the;~· producc the original 
tek g:r~uns \Yhich thPy pnhlisht>d as pur
porting- to haYe bc(•n J.esnatchcd frorn 
Adelaide." ' 

GoYEHX}IE:-:T :HDIBEHS: Hear, hear! 

CO:\D10N\YEALTH POWERS lAIR 
N_\. VIGATION) BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

The PRE:VIIER: I beg to mow that the 
Bill be now read a second time. I think it 

1,:; 1nonccc\' nv fol' tnl~ to explain the Bill 
1n det il. as ·-we ha\·e b tcl a full dJ_.,cussion 

o. tho nH'astu·c, and. 
nnani1nous a1Jlll'OvaJ. 
the lH'Ce:Sc:ar~: • povvcr 
i'l order thtt thoy 

v:ith the quc:-tion o£ 

Question put ancl pasH_"J. 

couslderation of tllC Gill in Corn~ 
\'.a~ Hl<ido an Ot·cl.l'l' of thn Day for 

i-O·l110l'l'Q-:,·, 

LOC,~L AUTHORITIES AC'I'S 
~UIE::\D:\iliXT BILL. 

SECO:o!D READING. 

The HOME SECRETARY (llon. W. 
}lo(__;onnack, ()airn.')) : In 1noving the second 
reacli ng of this Bill, I wish to state that 
it l'l''"lly c~nt cins only one ,-ital principle, 
and I propo'·' brgcly to cleal with that 
principle. There are a number of amend
J:tent, JHOJ10'ed in the Bill, but they do not 
contain any ,-ita! principle, and I think they 
y;·ill meet with the general appro;-ni of 
the House. As tho r<'ll Yital principle is 
the extension of the franchise, I £,uppose 
the v .. holr. dis(·ussion \Yill take pl-ace around 
that principle. I liotcncd to the dobate 
j he other e\'ening on this principle, and I 
'"' llt back over " Hansard" from 1894 
onv;ards and read the rlebates of the Opposi
tion on the proposal tu t~x~cncl the franchise 
to the whole of the people in connection 
\\·ith the -election of n1c1nbers of this House, 
and it is ,a. rc1narkable ~oincldcnco that 
a ln:ost identical arguments 'vere used fron1 
1894 till 1904 agaimt the extension of the 
franchi,c to the whole of th, people in 
c·o1n1ection wlth Stah elections. Tho n1ain 
roniC'nbo11 ,,-a~, of course, that a person 
v;ithont propcrt) had no great intf>rtw.t in 
the country. lt \Yas argued that .n, }Y rson 
with pro:lc'rt;~· in tweiJty of thirt.v diffcr0nt 
elc "·as Pntitled to a Yotc in every 
OllC' elc,ctoratcs. and tn-dav \YC 

find f--~·:actly th0 same argun1ents br-ing· used 
in r .;,ard to the ]oc·d authority franchis~ 
ns \\-t ·_·c used in 1894 again..,t universal 
~uffr.- gc, and th ,:.· V\t'l'C' us0C.l b}· the people 
who tlwn rcprese~tecl the part7 that is 
now in opposition. 'The Labonr partv at 
that tiHtr, of rour~e. were in fnxonr of an 
extension of t}u-., franel1jsc. Th0 T'or_y party 
WPn' D~'ainst an 0\:tC'nsion of the franchise. 
Th0:. stood for priT.~ilcgc. 

Hon. \Y. H. 13.\R;.:Es: \Vho gav,c an 
cxtrn.:-ion of the franchise? 

The liOJJIE SECRETARY: The M organ 
(;overnmrnt, supported by a rnajor]ty of 
Lallour JTIPltlhers , , h0 ~.·.ore in direct onnosi
tion to the people whorn the hon. gentiz,~ntan 
hr.j stood for in this I-Iousr•. At that time, 
thP hon. g~·ntlernan ln..,longcd to the lHtrty 
that opposed an extension o£ the franchise. I 
do not '"'' the hem. m<'mber for Bulimba 
oppo::;-cd it pcr..;onally. hut. tlle othprs did. 
Tlw Lon. _Q,'t"'nt1ernan at JcaQt. knows that he 
stood in opposition to tbc Go\-crnn1cnt that 
introduc0el adult suffrage. 

Hon. \Y. JI. BAHxES interjected. 

Th, HOME SECRETARY: I read the 
hon. t:pccrh ycr~- cnrPfull~-. and 

he had bPcn well 
admitted that the country was 

in favour of an 0xt~nsion of the franchise. 
I ju.,t mPntion thic in passinii to show t.hat 
the ~amC' rras.ons aro adyancocl to-day against 

Hon. W. McConna.ck.J 
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an extension of the local authority fran
chise as were used against an extension of 
the £ranch ise in connection with the election 
of members to the State Parliament and 
in conno~hon \Yith our l?cdoral ParlitLlnent. 
It is a n~1narkablo thing that .exact1y the 
~anH~ stn nd •: .:ts taken up du1~illg thosP 
(lchatc···)-that is, the strrnrl on the principle 
of no rcpr€'sentat1on ·, .ithout taxation. 
To-dct~,- , c find thnt nn!:i l: •rs of pnrsons ·,vho 

the nxt<·n:::Jion tht'- f'·anC'hise then 
th0 of th0 fl'nnct:iso 

WOl:!icl be• ·~o hold to-d<l'-: 
adn1t fn1.nchise for 

cf this 1-Iousc." 

J-J on. \'\~ I-I. BARXES : Do "';-ou a 1lovv a Yote 
in ~··our tr2do un1ons, in \\·hich you only 
>'!'<' inter• -t ·d, to the people outoide? No. 

Em m SE-CRETARY: That is quite 
as I shall prove 

th;:n e!1 the 
rr lo· a! 

ar• '· It is 
",JG~1 in thtat nrc~~ .. \, 

or not. has tJ live 111 that 
a~·c'<l; t h~n-Jpinc__.~~ dPncnd as well 

gov:;rnmont J;1 the local 
~net P sful ~.;ovc·rn-

tlncl rny Ol)inioH 1norc 
th ... t. more pov.Tc'r should be 

giYC'n to h ol aHthoritit 3< (I-Icar, hcta!) 
I bf'li \-(~ that the loe:1l ::;utboritio.~ ar0 clo~eT 

th0 people--an~ able to h:1ndlc qne··tion~ 
arc closer to the people better than 

Farlianwnt o:· the- Federal Parliament: 
<1nil L for one, \vou1d be in favour of grant
ing (•xt-cnclcd powC'rs to loc-al authorities. 
Thu pc011l~~. :iY1n~ in a11 ; r£'n, not only the 
raten ·vers. h::_vo a dire-ct interest in the 

. . .L 11t of that. area. Take, for instanLe, 
a in Bri,.bane~th. neighbourhood of 
King-o!Shcr Cr0ck. The buL (;£ the people 
>.· ho hn.YC' to 1iv<' there h:1.v0 rw E.dY in tht: 
government of the loca] authority," bad no 
\";i;.:n in the abaten1{~nt of the nuiBance IYhich 
'Cl:d exi:,t there. 

Mr. CORSER: Has Kine:ftsh 0 r Creek brought 
a! out this amendment? -

The HOME SEf'RET \RY: X o, of course 
it has not. 

Hon. W. H. B.moa:o: And it is settled now. 

The HOJ\IE SECRETARY: Yes. and bv 
an authority with a broader franchise than 
the local authorities. 

Hon. \V. H. B.mxES: And the previous 
Tre 1surcr was the. ono that made it possible. 

Th0 HOME ST<:f!RETAHY: The previous 
Troamrcr did not do anything of the kind: 
it WP·' the \Vater and Sewerage Board. 

lion. \V. II. BARO<ES: And ho gaYe the 
mone.. fo1~ the drain. 

The HO:\lE SECRETARY: I am pleased 
t10 kno1\ ho genre son1c of }Jis n1onPv in that 
diredion. I thought the GoYcrnment grtYC 

it. I cvcrvone in that area has a dir.•~t 
int~rc~t n 1Yw ti:cr 1 ike that. 

:1Ir. KING: If the,· ]iye in it. 

Tl'0 ITOME SECRI:TARY: .\nd con--c
quen::-J.Y tho<;;e lH~D)lle baYe a Light to YDto 
for the dcrhon of thc.t local authnritY. :\I,· 
friend, the hon_ IYl( mhf'r for Le r;an. ;YiJl nf) 
doubt use the argnment that the"',: cDn BC('lU(' 

that right nnd r the prcoFnt. A(;t. He will 
argue that thP person paying the rates can 

(Hon. W . .1¥ cCormack. 

f,<.),cun~ that right. But "\VC' kno\V vvhat 
hap11ens in tbc case of a pet ,on Jiving_ in a. 
rented bous.c. I have had SOJ:IJe C'XDCnencE~
Fk 1~ huntc ~1 fro In onP district to -unot!Jcr. 
IIe is nwf't of hjs ti111e looking for a housp; 
and has little time to qualify as a. voter_ 
Thr concession under the present Act is no 
concession at all. 

)Jr. BEBBT~GTo::-: \Yh, not mak{' reside~ce 
the principle c·:: the Blll? 

The 1-TOJtfE SFCRETAI·=tY RPRi·dcnt r> is 
th.• nrincinlc~ of tho BilL as hon . .! .• C'l1l-

1 et· 'wiJl f~nd as I nrocccd-not ratepaying, 
but rcsidC'nce. ~.\.T1other argun1ent used 

thi~ e-::tension c~ thr. ~·J.nchi'e 1s 
O\Yncr of the property has to pay 

r·•tc':---fhRt the ncople rnr,rely liYing iu 
t hP £:.rf'::t llo r~nt nav tl10 rntcs. That is 1. 

faquciou ;-t"ltc>m -~t.L _\!! the big flrrne in 
the el~v, all bu~ine~~C'S, haye to gf't their 

fr nn FOlnf \~:here. Th0v hnvo no royal 
fund 1vhich they c ... ln d1p t.h( ir hands 
~llld drrt\Y O?t rr>OIH'-::- ~0 ]19.:- rat0q. rrhe-.; 
naY( t0 r>lHJ{e the hu.s1n• '::S rote-5. 
To JH'DVP ihat, let tne giv.~ an t~u;t 

1 in fllY O'.VTI C'XpPriCllCC. rvfy 
~ r<1 nt and .crave as thf' 

thar ur). Ho placed 
r-ttc>s on Tny 

1i1 ''· 1\-Ll'HTKSTOC.:E: Wh,· 
to the Fair R.cnts Court? 

YOU not go 

Th" liO:YH: SECRETARY: I did not 
·want to go there. I acin1iti.,x1 jut>tice of 
his cL1irn. I nrn ju~t pho1ving eyen tho 
n\YlH'Y rC'{'OQ'n]scd thut T na""·/ the rate~. and 
J>lt he. · · · 

Ilon. \V. I-I. D.\R~ES: Yon had e~ vote)? 

The HO:I1E SPCREL'-.RY: I ,cJid not. 
I hn\·e thn right. os I have Ba·:d, n.t n gaod 
deal of inro'nvrnirncE'. TflkA n Yaluablo 
pronertv in Q'l.C·cn ~trf'('t, snch as t.hat hclon~
inrr-t.n thA Que;::-nsla.nd ~ationnl Bank. Doeg 
th·~ bank pay tbe re.tcs on that prnpert~T' or 
<lo its ~ustomers pay tl1em' I hold that the 
rust.on1crs do. 

Mr. MoRGAX: Doe.J that not apply to an 
ta.xation' 

ThE' H0'1m SECRETARY: Of couree, 
a.nd it defellte the arg-ument adopted by the 
Opposition. 

1\fr. JIIORGA:f: Then, tlw consumer pays 
all t :xation '! 

The HOME SECRETARY: He does, of 
course. 

:Wr. ]'If, RGAO<: You did not admit that at 
olect'on tim<'. 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: Ho may be 
.\ prodncN in scmw things. hnt the con
~umcr, the ·creator of \YOrk. and the user of 
the gond-; pay alJ the taxation. I 1vas going 
to dc:tl with the unearned increment on 
l"ndcd proper!~'· \Yho made the propertiog 
in Qn<•cn stree' valuable' Did the owners? 

J\>1r. Cou~BR : \Yho im-cstcd the money? 

The HO:\lE SECTIET.ARY: I am not 
dealin7 with the hnilding3 at all. The 
ral-ing is on the UYJitnprm;~_d vtthw of the 
litnd. Yvho created the Yalno of those pro
pcrti cs? 

~Ir. ELPJTTXSTOXE: \Y0 kno\Y 1vho is spoil
in~ tlw ·y~Jnc. 

The I-I0:\IE SECR1~~T~\TI.Y 
bcr. as nsnal, is dodging 
people <)f Bri-:bnnc; and no 

rrJw hon. I11f'l11-

!w i"uc. The 
only they, but 
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the people ~~ hJ RPnd thr:-ir goods thrc11vh 
Bri,-baJH'. haYe n1ade that property va1unblf'. 
Th0 addz•d ,-;:~ lrc is the llnf'arned incrf'ml'1lt, 
r:nd thnt Ull0arncd in('rf'mcnt is tn,x()cl in thP 
forrn of c·atc'3 b,· loral a11thoritl! -·,. and I 
sa:7 th'tt -hochr in the cornrnunity }1a~·~ 
sor f) of thcru. Tht? nnc:nnetl. incre-
mf'nt h0en C'l'E'tttf'd b.T· the popnlatio>L 
To g],~r> a.n illnstr<J.tion-n Tn8n takes up a 
pic·co of hncl ouhirlc of Brisbane, 70 u 80 
H{'l'f3. ·!'lJilds n big fact~H.v. a 
<ll1d it ~;To'IYs 11p a J10pu1at!on-a 
to-y f'':lhip. r.l'he bi~!!Cr thE-' \VOrk.-; b 
th-- rrwrc rncn v.·D~k t1lcr0--and thev 
I;<~t b(· r lh:.'-pa~-ers r:t -,1]-thc morr! · 
bt('Onlos hi propert~·. and Y:hc:n ~·ou giYo 
vote to th0 pcoplt~ Y.Tho li,·c thcr, )TOll dTO 

on1~' dolng· jr:f:tice to the1n. 

-ql .. Pc-r_HE: \"'\''1wt rtbout the \VOn1en'·~ 
vc,tc '? 

tc·n 
of P,P
br• the 

~Jo ,,-oman. 
". YOt' if 

to r;'GY8 t !L~ t 
In nn nn~ 

d~)!111nions. It. 
for t!w \qst 

the alarrn 
eay will 

cxtelJsinn the fran-
nnl g-oing to r1ca1 ,,.,-ith 

f-1 p.r .. -] t1H_· cnc:c- of Nf'-,\ Zr'lland. In 
1911) th0 A i_ w.--s mYlr' ~dc-::1. Th0 

franrhi~o p1·c ·ioll·-Iy ,,-as-, 

"::R( ~id0ntia 1 nn::tlifir:,J~on: ffi( a.ning 
th•'rr'b:,-7 tlwt hP hfl" for 8t J ·. st thr0e 
'llCnth thcJl ln_· 1-- pa·~t he 0n in or .... ur.~_tion 
,--,s a. tenant or ~n h-tcnant " &c. 

rrh-_<t fl_'!l'P?Jd:!icnt i"1 thf' 110\V Act read:::; P-'l 

foHo~:- .-·,-I [-tni quoting fron1 the Nc-,y Zenb.nd 
!,l;tatutl.::- "" 

·• A ;·, "-idl'ntinl qnrdification. rn.eaning 
th0reh:v 0ithcr thnt he ha~ reside-d for 
0r·:> :.·eRr in ='If''"~' ZPa.land. n.nd h.;;;:; 
r':c:]dl t~. lp thf' borourrh or in the \Yard 
of n. Cdv~dod borongh . .during- the three 
mo1:ths t~10n la~.t past, and L'; a Bri Lish 
~uh1ert c1th0r l1:v birth or nahnalisaHort 
Hl ); e-~ z,_,~Jand." 

Now, thet is adult franc hi ·C. 

:\fr. BRAXD: That is not one month. 

Th,, HO~\IE SECRETARY: It is three 
months. ::\l:y Bill provides that the rolls 
cl<'~·.' three months prior to the election. 
Exa,ctly tho same franchise operates in New 
Zea!a~d as wJ!l operate hrre. In New Zea
land 1t gon f!lrther than I am proposing 
to r;o. It proYides, m t:.o case of a husband 
a:'cl ,,.ifc, that any qualification possessed by 
e1thcr of them shall be deemed to be pos
erssrcl b:c each of them; that when a hus
b~nd )1as been three months in the area and 
h1s w1f0 only a week, both are entitled to 
a vote. I want. to know what objection hon. 
members oppo"lte- have to \Vom0n havino· a 
vote in local authoritv affairs? Are thev 
not concerned in local authciritv matters'? 
Arc there not a. gTE•at n1anY Roc'ial reforn1s 
.aTislng out of local governrllent \Vork '\vhcre 
t~e VYon1rn. Ul'C' concerned? Take the ques
twn of mllk supplv in Brisbane. I am 
sorn: t1l)' friend the" )!;'!.· nr of Br; banr i~ 
not, herP. J:~ th.c1·c anything don0 by the 
loca.t nnthontlr'-' 1n QueE'nsland to deal "\vith 
this problem of milk supply? No action is 
taken at all. \Vhat affects the women in the 
cmnmunity, particularly the mothers, n1ore 

than the milk supply? In a 11 the States 
of thf Commoi.wealth the local authorities 
arc dealing with the milk supply. 

Hon. ,J. G. APPEL: vVhv W.lS it taken 
ont of the hands of the l~ral authorities? 

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon, 
gentlcnutn kno\\-'S it \\ J-~, not; they 1nav deal 
with it now. The inspection of milk' is in 
the hands oi the Hcalt:1 Department, because 
Wr! could get 110 · atisfaction at all 0nt of 
the loctd authorities. I v. ant to ask my 
friPlH1s oppo:-;ito "':vhy the vvon1cn in a com
munitv shoulcl l:H; refused a yote' Thcro 

I;l>tilY auc:-tions on \Yhich thcv may 
fro.n1 ihf'ir husband~. ~ 

:\lr. Pr:TmE iiiterjectcd. 

The HO:\IE S'ECREL\.RY: The hon. 
110t rccogni~c~ thn diffe1·cnce 
a.u:horitv and a trade union. 

A 1ocnl ia a ~public body. 

P·--:·ri1~E : So is a strike a Inat..er of 
concern. 

T~:o EfO:-l.E SECRETARY: ~ot an",~ 1nore 
than. in the cnso of a company controlling 
nn indu~t.r:,\ tho fihareholders and dirct tors 
n1r;y close do\Yn -.,rithout reference to anyone. 

~.Jr. ~lORGAX: It -2-ffr-:b tho wiYe~. 

The HO:Y1E SECRETARY: It affects 
{'Yer:- on0 \vhon big- jndustrics close down at 
+:10 1lirrrtiou of dirr··tors. Th-'Jsc are prh·ate 
conrrrn~. and the-re is L 1 n1cthod of con
troHing thn affair~ of private organisations 
of labour and c'pital. 

Hnn. \Y. II. BARXF9: Go' ,,rnrncnt \\·Jrks 
c1r· ing: do\Yn affect e\~erybo-dy, too. 

Th" HOME SECRETARY: The hon. 
l!Pntl.c-mnn 'want.;: tn drag in ~omr.thing else. 
Ho::- will 11aYe arr1plc opp(Jrtunity for de-aling 
with other . The hon. gf'Dtleman 
\\·el1 kno\v~ ht-~ to oppC'' c the ext0nsion 
of thP frniH·hl~ .. n to wolnPn und:...r this Bill. 
Ffi.:; parh· ha.YG clPcidrd so. AC'cording to 
rhc· ~:p0, ch0~ n•ccnt1y ·dcli\~erul" they are all 
going to oppo:;e it. 

\h. :HoRGDr: \Ye will a~ccpt the responsi
bility. 

The HOME SECRET.\RY: Ar;ain, dealing 
with the question of rights of people living 
in an arra, as a~ainst tho rights of rate
J'Hc'Pr", in roga.rd to lwalth matters, I 
·"w"· in Queensland to-cl'"' thoro are half 
a dozen centres which will not deal with 
nni'anccs. Th0 local authoritv has control 
of drninag·c. a.nd n1attorP apPertaining to 
health. The reason thcy do not deal ,yjth 
!hose polluted areas is that thcv do not 
Jin• in tho:;;e area;;;; t:1ey allo-w tho people 
11·ho rent their houses to liYo then. There 
is no redress for those people unless they 
can o;ot a lease of the house and become a 
ratpl~rt'~'C'l'-an advantage- Y2l'Y ff'w can g-et, 
\Yith the result that in diphtheria and other 
infc · tions di . .,t·1.scs ·p_-o find it jinpo5_.;ible to 
moYP thA local authorities. \Vo haYe the 
power, I kt>ow, b bkC' it out of their hands, 
clo.~r' un the ar0a. ;·ncl charg·e it to tho local 
authorities. I hold that that is not a wise 
n-y,,·cr to be cxf~rcisin.!T on PYcry ocrasion. 
I brli""" the local 'anthoritv 'should be 
rf'""Y)O.:.l-=-ib1P to th0 people. \Vc have- e-xer
cised th0 pow0r in C'~trcn1e circumstnnces; 
hut it i::; 11ot v.-~~e. beca11~0 it (Olnplctely 
ta kc~ nnt of thP ha.nds of tlw local anthoTity 
tllP control of their mYn affairs. I do not 
·Tnnt to do that anv n1ore- t1:an I ran help. 
I 'von1d mnch soonC.r g-iYe the pcnn1r:- in the 
area the right to deal with th: local authority 

Hnn TV. MrCorm!lrk.J 
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on election daY. is thr rep2_·c .entative 
way of dealing: inefficient body. Let 
the people in thd local authority->Yhether 
it be Rockhampton, Bri banc. Ithaca, 
IV1ackay, or Cairns-.dcal 'vitb their local 
authority if they do not take proper actiJn 
in regard to drainage and other 1natters 
appertaining to hc,al-rh. I bclieYe, nnder 
this extension of the franchi o•:·. "<'OU will 
haYE' tbo~c }~sue~. JHade l'c·al isstlcs~ at elec
tion tlnH'. Tlw people \Ybo are suffering as 
the r0;;;u1t of dcfect1\-e draina~o ·will rc1noye 
thcttl in the pl'Ol)flr \':ay und p}ac8 in office as 
thei1· rf'JWl ·.entatiYe' other people who >Yill 
carry out the \Yol'k. 

~Jr. CoR~ER: T~ ar 
'York. That is the 
~Pl)nd so1ncbocly 

1:- right : en rry on the 
policy of the Bill 

Tlw HO::\IE SECRET~\RY: There are 
plenty , f opportunities for local authoritic~ 
to do gcocl work. ThP hon. gt'ntle1na.n ·will 
flil.d th:n in .;o1nc other countries there are 
local aut horitics ,_Yho Hl'8 engaged on greater 
\vorks. tha.n are GoYf'rnmenb in .Australia; 
und rizhtly >O. I bcliew that all utilities 
within tho citY of Brisbane. suppl~ ing only 
the people of Brisbane, s'wnld be controlled 
bv the people of Brisbane. I ha.-e a decided 
objection to m; electorate ha.-ing to find the 
wherewithal to finance undertakings for the 
special benefit of people in Brisbane. I do 
not think the pcoplcc in Brisbane want it. 

Mr. 'MORC'c.IX: Is thi'l only a Brisbane Bili? 

The HOME SECRETARY: It is not onlv 
a. Brisbane Bill. I am just dealing with tha·t 
phase of the situation. 

3Jr. BEBBINGTOX: l\'Iak0 Brisbane keep its 
own hospitaL 

The HO::\IE SECRETARY: I would. 
"C"nder t_h~· pre~cnr nrran· erncnts in Brisbane: 
VYith 111 ncteen ~_,2pa ra tf' local aut~101~j ties, 
there is no ebancc of Bri.::banc ar<''J111pli~h
ing anYthi-·:(~· at '111. I y:a~ proc:?eding to 
say the 1oral authorjt:v hav1nL adult fran
chi.::c 1.vill bP '-' ble to deal 1.vith ycrv n1anv 

eomJJJ~ulit-;- o.f 
area:::; for, ::~fter 

intcyc~t i:< the 1na.in foun
dation of local g:oYcr·nment. \Ye ehould ha~·e 
our Jocal authoritic" iliYidcd up in ~uch a 
\va,v as t') cm1ware \Yitb in a local authoritv. 
as far a~ possible, a communitv of intcrrSt. 
In all matt0rs with '>hic'1 thf' local authoritv 
can deal, thPv should be handNl on•r to th(, 
local authoritic·, anrl I bclie•·e thcv would 
be more effedin•ly handled than they are 
under the centralised svstem that is de.-elop
ing- t1u·m1_gh._;ut _\nsrrali:J... 

Hon. \Y. li. B iRXES: }.,..nu did not believe 
that with regard to the f!a,·ings B~nk. 

The HO:\fE SECRETXRY: There arc 
some thing. that should hdong to a central 
authorit;·. The hoP. ~·entlc· ilan ·would ha Ye 
ever~·onc s-r;:c,-•ping in front of his OY· n door. 
I lwJic\ c that. "'~,·her<- there is a ro1:nnn1nii ,~~ 
of interests, rhc lo('nl nnt11orit-v sbould 
S\YOCp in front of n ll dooi'S. ThcrP. arr> ;,on1c 
things that ,hould be put nndor the control 
of t)-:;.r> Cornmon'' n Hh. For ir;:::tfnl<'r'. onr
State has ono company hw. and anotlwr 
Stat0 has anotlwr con]panv la''"· \Yith tlw 
result that ('ompani0s register in ·victoria 
to gPt awa:· from the ob]igntion:3 of the 
Qtwen,land Act. 

lion. ~.T. I-i. RARXES: TlH'V nrc 21.11 s0cking 
to run a wa: fron1 QuecnsJ '! na. 

Mr. KIRW-\K: Except Barnes and Com
pany. (Laughter.\ 

fHon. W. McCormack. 

The HOME SECHETARY: Another objec· 
tion to the principle of the adLtlt franchise 
1~ with JT'~·ard to Jonn~. The OpllOsifon 
will c.ay tbat the peot11e whose property is 
cnori,;agcd should bo the only pcopl0 who 
shonld ha YC a Yote on a loan proposal. It is 
:1 runarkablo thing that in Kew Zealand, 
where they have had this law in cperation 
since 1910. the loc ·.1 authorities have bor· 
roiYPrl fourteen tin1es as n1uch rnonev as the 
local authorities in Qne0nsland. . 

Hon. J. G .. "I.PPcL: \Vhat is the nopnlati)n 
of :\cw ;ceala:1cl, compared ',vith that of 
Queensland? 

'The H0::\1E SECRETAR.Y: It does not 
m::tttcr what tho population is; but the popu· 
lution is oYer 1,000,000. The indebtedness of 
local authorities in New Zealand in 1909-
1910 v. as £7,967.000 borrowed in Kew Zea· 
land. aml the" had alw borrowed £6.970,000 
on'. •ick of New Zealand. In 1917-1918 
thev had incr0ascd their :'>Jew Zealand 
in 2·~btcdne'3 to £14,096,000, and thoy had 
increased their indchtcdn8··s by way of loans 
floated in England to £8.1M,OOO. or a total 
of £22,260,000 that the Now Zealand local 
a uthoritiPs now owe. whr,reas in Queensland 
they owe about £1,500,000. 

".h. EDW,\RDS: But hmr many applica
tions for loans haYo been turned down by 
you? 

The HOME SECRETARY: The Home 
Department does not lend nwney; it mostly 
giY• s it a\v:Ly. Hon. n1cn1bers of this House 
arc nlwa~·s coming to the Home Department 
1vith applications for assistance for someone 
in distrrsf'. 

Hon. \Y. H. BARXES: The Tronsurer is 
dccj .lcd.l:,- liberal in the 111attrr of expenses. 

The HOME SECRET.\RY: I think the 
Trf'R;;::urrr has been YtTY good to local 
authoritic,. In Auckland alone the>· have 
spent £120,0CO on cm1erete roads. l'\ow, 
Auckland is not a great deal bigger than 
Brisbane. 

Mr. ConSEH: '\Yhat is the capital Yaluc ef 
the land in Auckland? 

The EO:Vi:E SECRE'L~RY: 'l'ho c q,i+,l 
value of the land has nothing at all to do 
"ith it. Anrkland mav bo a little more 
prosperous than Brisban·e. but I doubt it. 

:'\Ir. C'LA¥TOX: Have they any unemployed 
there? 

The H0:\1E SECRETARY: I do not 
knovc: the hon. gentleman might know. 
~\_nc1d~tnd has spent a largn :1n1ount of Jno11ey 
on inqJr·on'mont-. It h·•s br~utiful parb. It 
is a beautiful city, wPll laid ont: theY are 
taking :;t-ep~-; to 1.vidrn the streets tl1 at \YE' re 
orig-in:111T.· lUllTO\i', anrl they aro doin7 very 
good ~,~·o;'k in fHll.'h:: and road improvclncnts. 
:\~ov:. \\·hat is hPing done in onr city of 
Br-isbane unckr the present r-estricted fran
chise? If there '•' hS an extension of the fran· 
c hisA. there \Yon1d bo n1orc interest takPn in 
local goYernn1ent maHcrs. In Brisbane, 
"·hpn a local ai.tthoritv election is about to 
r~d<::c placE', somp g0ntlonlan gol'3 round. and 
all the firms sign his nomination paper. It 
i vcrv enldom that there is an election for 
an afd<'rman. The same olrl crowd are 
rP!urncd v< :,- ,a ft0r vear. and there is no 
<lcfinit0 1•olicv stated 'bv any local authority 
i l' Onecnsbn~l. I listnned to one candidat-e 
1n "En~t Rl'isbanP ]ast year, and the only :state
n,cnt hP had to make 'vas that, if he were 
returned. ho would reduce the rates. He 



Local Authorities [29 NovE:VIBB:R.] A, ts Amendntent Bi'l. 331 

\';on Pasily. 
;,ood 

inte!ligcuc~. 

(Laughter.) You cannot get 
uudrr thnt S":steln. I am 

>rho beEeno thd there will 
roYolution ns the result 

franchise, but I do believe 
who stal'n for local 

io sho1v ::ome crv1c 

Hon. IY. H. DARKES: \Y,, do not get goon 
govcrnn1,ent in Qu0cnsland e ,-en ·when you 
1ncrcnsc the taxation abnonnally. 

The HOI1TE SECRETARY: The hon. 
ge~1tlcrnan may Eay so, but he is not a 
Solomon. (Government laug·htcr.) In the 
1najorit"7 o£ local authoritv cl----ctions in 
Qucc•nsland the candidates ~re unopposed; 
tho old mombe!· simpl:t gets his friends to 
nominaJc him, and ho does not submit anv 
policy at all. The rreneral conception df 
local authority work throughout Queensland 
is that it is confined to the making of roads. 
It is no such thing. 

'The 'TREASDRER : Roads to their own pro
ffii'••'S. (Laughter. ) 

'Tlw HOME SECRETAHY: 'Th0 hon. 
member for Lop;an knows that that is quit0 
tru0. 

1\Ir. CORSEJ:: And clearing prickly·pear. 

Tho HOME SECRETARY: In tho hon. 
gcntleu1an's clPctorate thcv also c1ear somo 
prickly-poor. That should not h0 th0 onlv 
work of local authotlties. A lo, al authoritY 
:-hould in the bcantlfication of it-: 

rea "' a, in thC> rn'lking of road·. It 
g]wuld abo un<t"rtnke anything that will tPnd 
tn ]Jl'omoh~ the wrlfatt· rr:ud happin(ss of the 
people. But what do wo find in our metro
politan arc:t? Only recent],- I had a local 
authority in the eled')rah:. ~)·f the hon. ml?-In~ 
her for '\YinrLsor '.rhich ad !1:1llv wa nb-d to 
gl\~r b.l('k n park to tlE' nwn ;~,ho dDnRtcJ 
it. 

::VIr. T.\YLOH: ::-~ot in n1y electorate. 

lion. J. G. \PPEL: It i' in Nun<lah. 
Th0 I-JO~·"J~ SECRETAHY: I do notknow 

~'"':act1y 'vhcrc the boundcnirs of the hon. 
l.i:lt'mbcr\, elcctorJJ"' an:. but this Ya~uable 
park i· YE'ry clo~c to the boundar:v. An 
cx:traordi!1ar~r Yaluablc~ piece nf ir1nd \Vas 

dm:otecl to the loral authorii - bv J\ir. }\far
chant. and, L-' ,_',I USe thev \\-Ouid hnxe to 
~pC>nd a ff~\Y pon11d~ to ·fen( ' it i11, they 
\Yantz'd to giYP lt back to ]\fr. ~v:Iarchant. 
I •nmld not allow them to giYo it back; but 
·that i., a fair in< 1 of the "wthud' of local 
authorities under the prc,~. nt l'Pstrictcd fran
('hise. 

Mr. ELPHINSTOXE: That is not se. 

Th0 HOME SEC'Rl<~TAHY: I ha.vc had 
deputation after deputation from pc•ople. 

of \Yhon1 W('l'l' ratep~l;;.-ers and ,on1c of 
:>n' lJct, asking 1nc to pre,-f'nt a local 

frorn doing .-;otnC'thing it intended 
to JU • it \Votdd snYe a f(~\V ponnds. 
'The cxt.cnsion of the franchise will block that 
;:;ort of ,hing. !\ow udte the countrY arcn.:;. 
La~t ;\"C'<ll' I appoi:t;ted a good ntany rr~rmhers, 
and I ha \-e not g-ot a Yoh> in th;. locJl authori-
ties. During th£' tv:o or three ~-cars tho 
Hon10 Sf'(Tet;n:~ :maclc a good 1nany 
appoint'1lents in loe: d :1utlw1lties. 1vherc no 
pe1·:-.·)n in the ar(~a hatl sufficient en-f'rgy to 
bcc<nnc a cr~ndidatc for local authoritv bon
oun. and that has lw ppcnocl not only in' shires 
but in rit.v areas a1Ro. I find that in 1915 we 
appointcJ fivp aldcnncn, and last year fortv
Jivf'. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: All Labour? 

The HO:\IE SECRETAHY: :'\lot all Lab
ou:.·. Th2 chai-gc 1nadc b-.Y t:1P hon. lllClnbor 
for Burnctt is ag,,in t n1y lH'edecc"·30l'. 

::.1r. Cot{S!·:n: }le is gone no·'. 
: The hon. nlenl

but it is a.n 
of dealing 

thirty
up to si_,;::ty. 

no iutcrc-t iu 
Fo•:<·l'Hln nt. l}n· 1c•r adult 

,,~-ith FOHH' idra of ri Yic go-
1Yi1~ Lcl om0 t·antljdDtE~s for loc'tl 
honoui''. The-Y Yrill ha~.-e policies, 

r n those Policic~,. It \Yill not 
"I \Von't rcclnco the rates." 

A \Yill hav<' to piece before the 
pr·oplo an> a or '' \ rd s-ome cunstructivo. 
po1icy for in1tHOYernent, hild upon tha.t 
policy he be el~cted. 

Mr. J. H. C. Rmmwrs: The man who pro
rnisc< n1ost "-ill get in. 

:Mr. PETRIE: \Vhere is the money roming 
fl'Oll1? 

Tlw HO:\TE SECHETARY: It ;s not a 
qu.cstion of ~Nherc the 1noncy is coining fl·-otn. 

Mr. J. 11. C. HoBERTS: Do the same condi
tions appertain to the city as to the country? 

The IIOME SECHETAHY: Not altogether 
thE~ f::unC'. It rrHl b ··~ no great difference, any
how. You haYe in the emmtry fair-sized 
towns. 

J\Ir .• J. H. C. Ho BEnTS: \Y c have no slums. 

'II1e HOME SECRETARY: But you havo 
other things that need attention. You have 
to nutk-e roads. 

Illr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: Yes, and bad ones 
at that. 

The IIOJ\IE SECRETARY: That has been 
the only reason for your existence. If the 
present condition of roads in Queensland 1s 

the evidence of local government efficiency 
in Queensland, then local governments do 
not exis-~.. 

:\Ir. CORSER : It is without subsidv. 

The HO::VIE SECHETAHY: You must 
nndetstand that if you want subsidy ~-ou will 
ncycr have a re-~ tricted franchi,·c 1:~ ou· 
eould not o·ct euLsidv and havo a restricted 
franchise rJso. I seC nothing extraordinary 
in the departure. I ,ask the peoplo of 
Queonsland to give it a fair trial. 

Mr. MoRGAK : \Yhe'l arc you going to 
explain tho Bill' You have not touched on 
the Bill yet' 

The HO::YfE SECRETARY: I will leave 
ii· to tho Houw as to whether I have 
explained tho Dill. I did so at th.e correct 
time-on the motion for lc;,ve to wtroduco 
the Bill. I am now niscussing the principles 
of the Bill. 'The hon. member has read the 
Dill. 

1\Ir. MoRGAN: Y~e. \Ye wanted to know 
what you thought about it. 

Tho H0~1E SECRETARY: Snrely, ihe 
hon. n1cmber doeR not ,,-ant me to e_'(plain 
·what lw reads in the "'Courier.)~ There is 
no need to explain the Bill. I think the 
issue c,\n stand C· foro thr:' people. I say we 
shoul-d give it a trial. Any change must be 
for the better in Queensland at pr,sent. In 
N ev;' Zealand it has bce>n in operation for ten 
years, \vith remarkable success with r<:::gard 
io health, unincation, country roads, and 
the health of the community with regud 
to milk supply. The Bill provides for 

Hon. W. jJfcGormack.] 



332 Local Authorities [ASSEMBLY.] Acts Amendment Bill. 

triAnnial elections. I believ0 triennial 
election> are a very good thing. I do not 
think it is vvise to have elections every vear. 
Somo hon. n1Pn1bers opposite said that we 
wanted a continuity of policy. 

0PPOSITIOc; MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Tlv HO:\IE SECHETAY: \Ye arc not 
dealing \Yith international ~:,ffairs, or even 
\Yith Fcdend affairs, but to say there is 
need for cont.inu ity of poliry 'vith regard 
to local authorities is ridiculous. 

Ilon. IY. H. IlARNES: V{hy not:' 

The liO:vrE SECRETARY: 
functions vvhich a local authorih 
it;;; t Jr rol are very ·~imp le. ~U1c1 L' 1s Eo 
great ~lc·cd for conti11nitv of polic··. F~·· 
lr·stanc0, jf a prrrk is~ pnrchascd, it is 
j.urcha -cd, :•.nrl that is the one! of it. If 
a roacl i~ h0ing 1nadc. then the loan is 
flo~Ltcd for the 1naking of the road and 
there i.-> continuit. · of poEcy under the) local 
nnthorit-:· goYC'rntilf'Tlt the sarne as there is 
under the State. If W'Q pa~s n. r.1ihvc·\7 
Jinc t:hcr-.--:1 is a continuity of policy. There ts 
a continuity of policy, g·enerally speaking. 
It doet' nOt rna.tter -what change of gov~rn~ 
rnent there iR 1n regard to big affairs but 
in little ~affair._; continuity o£ policy i~ not 
nec,oe,ar:; at a 11. At Jcast. the gain is 
grPrrter than what i lost under the present 
arrangctn011t. Instead of dislocating matters, 
and clc"ting ono-third of the aldermen 
PV'6ry t'\Yelvo n1onths, it is proposed to elect 
all of them at ono time. 

There is a departure with rco-ard to the 
election of mayor, who is to be cl~cted by the 
prnplr· in the area of the citv and in the 
sl1ir0 b'l the people in the elef'torate. 
Althou.c;h this is an innovation for Queens
land, it is not new in other places. It has 
been adopted in almost all the American 
cities, and it is in force in Adelaide at the 
prt'''cnt tirnc, lftnd 1.ve can give it a tria.l here. 
It >Yill at least remove a good deal of the 
bitterness which takes place over the selec
tion of ma:yor within the cities. In all citi," 
it is a great thing to become the movor and 
it will be a much greater honom: if the 
people have the selection of their mayor. 

Ther0 arc one or two other thino-s in the 
Bill of minor importance. On.;' is the 
dealing with dilapidated buildings. I think 
that a local authority should have power 
to deal with dilapidated buildings. (Hear, 
hear!). I . am .not saying that the local 
authonty IS gomg to do anvthing harsh, 
bl!t it s~m!ld ccrtainh- have power to deal 
w1th bmldmgs that are a nuisance and a 
danger to tho community and we are 
giving that power under tii~ Bill. 

There is also an alteration with reo-ard 
to rating, Section 71 of the Act has been 
repealed: the limitation of 6d. is removed: 
and lo<'nl authorities will have control of 
their general rates. Hon. members 
remar!,cd the other night that it mig·ht not 
[~ a '\·ise thing to give them full ~power, 
unt the:v have a great power now under 
the loan section of the Act. Thcv mav 
borrow and strike a special rnte for"' loan~. 
H reall:v does not confer any greater power 
op them than they may have at the present 
t.nnc. 

3.ir. BEBBIKGTOX: VVill you have power to 
tax State industries? 

The HO:'IIE SECRETARY: That is not 
in the' Bill, but I bclicNc that State stations 
ehou:d pay and are paying, although not to 

[Hon. W. J.!cCormack. 

the local Rnthority. They are spending as 
much u1nnev on the actual road work as 
what they ~you1cl spend in rates. I know 
that the manager of Chillagoe is actually 
paying rnore in rnuking in1provmnenh than 
what would be paid in rates. 
[4.30 p.m.] 
Mr. BEBBIXGTOx: That is unsatisfactory. 

I-IC)}1E SECRETARY: Weil. ho is 
1t tu the local uuthorit;·, just tts ho 

IL1rbGnr Board of Cairns un oquiva
thc auJount he \vould pay for~ h.ar

1n 

cntcrpl·ise. 
HoE. \V, 1:l. 

in the Bill. 

he \Yorking for a private 
fair and equitable that 

~hould pay thci!~ sbare of 
anthoritios. The n1:1tter 

we ~hould n1o..k0 the Govern
san1·' as a private individual 

qw--,~tion from tho equity of 
personally, I ay tha,t in 

ehould pa:; the 'amo 
are paid b:,' private 

DARXES: You should put that 

The HO:\IE SECRETAPcY: It is not pro
vided in th" Bill. but I believe the GovE'rn
nlent .. are d.:ing +_~tat in r .·g-ard to prc:::tnt 
State enterprises. 

Hon. iY. H. 
tive. 

The HO::VIE SECRlcTARY: I think the 
0JlpDsit1on n.gainst .,)c.c~ivit':.~ 
Thcru rrrc ~ other 101att• 

1 

th~· 'i3di 
vvh_ich ~onnaL and to J thi~k 
uot ~;bjcctin'l \\ill be tal:: en by hon. 
member,. Thr· dl'lmte on ihr Bill will hinge 
t!.fOUTid the CXTC116ion of the franrhi~e. r_rho 
san1f' argucncntJ \viH be used agaln<;_t this 
proposrrl as wcr(' ll'Cd against the ocdcn .. 
sivn of the parliamentary :ranC'hise in 13q4,. 
but I rni g.ht point out t~~at throughout the 
whole \Yol'ltl to-day n, change has ta.ken 
place iE the opinions of the people '\ ith 
regarc1 to repr( ~PntatiYo governrncnt. 1.1 hore 
is no doubt that people throughout the whole 
of the world are not quite ~atis(ie-d Vi.-ith the 
present sy~ tmn of go\·ernrnent. . \V o- 1n.ay 
thrust our !wads in the grass and Ray that 
suc,h di~-satisfaction does not exist, Lut ever> 
thinking person n1uf:lt recognise that to-daY 
the bulk of ·he people a.rc going to ha,vo more 
and mo,·o nf the privileges that have been 
enjoyed by the few in the past. In Great 
Britain the people have adually forced from 
the Govcrnn1ent: an extension of the fran
chise. The first step has been takcm to give 
the people- n1ore power in connection \vith 
t~e gm-ernment of the nation, and it will not 
be long before the next step will bo taken, 
and thrct they will he given adult franchise. 
In Australi,l wo crcn go a little bit further 
along the road of dcrnorracy and give the
people a vote in local affa.irs. If the Joeal 
authorities perform their proper functions, 
tbey v~·ill he as important within their O\Yn 

epherc as this Parlianwnt is. and evcrv adult 
over hventy-nnc years of s ge has a votO in th.o 
election of the members of this House. This 
Parliruncnt c•_n take av,:av from the local 
authoririf's the ''hole of their franchise; it 
can aboli~h the local authorities; It has the 
po\cver of li fc or death over evcrv n1cmber of 
t!H=' community-it ha2 sovereign Po•xer, \Vhich 
the- lo('al a.nthoritif'-: haYe not-and \Ye grant 
L) everyone }[ ihc age of twenty-on years the 
full franchicc for rho election of memb. rs of 
the .\"c'mbh-. '>Yhen the vote on conscrip
tion ·.va · taken, it was not proposed to give 
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onlv men who wPre eligible for active service 
the. right to vote. Hon. membei's on that 
occc.sion did not ~a.y that only those mtlzens 
who were capable of rendering senico. at the 
front should ha,·e a vote on conscnptiDn. 

Hon. W. H. B.mxES: You objcc 1cd to that. 

The I-IOi\-IE SECRETARY: We did not 
objec' to the vote being taken, but we de
fcu.ted the vot", on conscription. Everyc-nc, 
old and young, had n. vote cm thJt q•.lE''~tion, 
whether the'T were c~igible for rnilitary ser
vice m· not. JYly friends oppos; eo did not 
argue on tha.t occasion that the cnlv citizens 
\vho Yvere entitled to a vote \vere tnose \·tho 
were ca.pnblo of serYicc. If eYer:v ·tdult as 
pcrrnittcd to exercise the franchise on such 
a n1atter, t.hen the:.- should be P" r1nitted to 
c·xerci. t~ the franchise in conncctjon with inl
pm·tant matters aftec'·in[; tho lives of the 
people in connection with loi'al authorities. 
The exten6ion of tht\ franchise will, lh 111y 
Dpinion, be a ·wiso tbiE-~. It ~.~.-ill ena.blo the 
loc:.l authorities. t-o giYe rnnre aLtcntion to 
local affairs than is given under a r 'nh..t.liscd 
Sj dem of govern1n8nt. I n:Tl :t gre'l,t be
liever in a commnnitv having c:mt•·ol of their 
domestic affairs, and there 1s onl~~ ono \vay 
in which that c;;n be done, and ilun is b:r 
enabling the people to take pa.rt in locaJ 
nuthority govcrnnH:nt. EYPryone in the com
munity 'vho has reached adult ago shonl,~ 
havC' a right to vo+-:, in Blecting the. m0n 
tvho arc ;:;:oiag to govern the afL irs of that 
eommunitv. I believe tha.t the ne'Y franchi~e 
will be a Succc·~;3. and that it ·will not revolu
tionise loc3J authority 

hon. Yi1en1 b( l:s se ern 
aathoritics ,,,ill :<cck 

InorH':- they can e·ithc:c t 
Bnt it ie a 
antho,.ity 
i1 eonsidors 

~nYests in prope~t~~:ds_ 
three vote~ in local 

-l- Son1e n~c!l yvho,.haYe 
prc~p'-fL,y h,_ave c~v1c 1~tclngenc0 

steal. 
local 

v.- ~1!.1 1;c or then· fcdo\<'n~('l1 
;,-c;) tney h::tYC no say 1n 
r:tffair~. The great leaders in 
the gron t loa·dcrs in our na vv, 
lnakc-r ? :~ o, but th0v ha.\'e. 
carrying out their ptlrticnlnr jobs. /',s a. 
matter of fact, money-making and the w<:lfare 
of t~e rest d the people arc not terms thrrt 
can be u:::od tDgether. The :rnan Trho n1akes a 
large an1ount of money is not, .a.s a rule, the 
~e<st ma.n for the community. A community 
IS JUdge.d by the hnppinP'S of the RTC'~t 
hulk of Its members, and not by the wealth 

of a few men. (Hear. hear!) ·we know 
from hietory th;;t "here there is great wealth 
there is also poverty. I commend the Bill 
to the Homo, and I am very proud to have 
been associated \vith its introduction, and 
l am sure my friends opyJOsite, when they 
go:· the oppmtunity, will net be very anxious 
to repeal it. · 

GOYERN)IENT MniBERS: Hear, h0ar ! 

Mr. CATTERMULL (J£Hgra1"c): As has 
b0cn stateJ by the I--Iorne Secretary, the 
Bill contains two vital point:.; ono is the 
exteno;;ion of the franC'hisc, and the other is 
the grantinu of increased rating power to 
local authonties. An extension of the fran
chise is a very dangerous thing. Had the 
hon. gcntlcn1an said he \Vas goj ng to n1ake 
a residence qualification of twelve n1onthb, 

ntight ha\'{. bcfl,n in sympathy ,vith hirn, 
as it j:: no\V the Rill is load-ed. 1-,hc.re 

uothiJCg to pre cent 300 or 400 men c omin:; 
~nto a sh.ir: or citv to do .a. certain ;\·ork 
g-etting their nan1e.s on the roll, and then 
thny can get their roprcsentativu on the 
coun,;il,. \Vho can bring fonYard any· s~·herno 
they like to spend money. 'I'hey will not 
hnve to foot tho Bill, but the raterayerB 
wi1l" and I thlnk that is a vcrv unvvisf' 
t-ion. In DLH engar distl'icts, "and 
h·icts \\,.here thc~ro arc large 
rncn could flood the cuunci1, and. 
tllr- ratepayers ltave to " pay the 

this Bill tbe ta, r,"tjon for tho n1an Dn 
l~nd vviJl tlJ'tt he ~~vill cca~o 

t•J produce arn very di~,~ 
;q-,pointcd a. local outherity 
peint of th0 :\finis>~r , .. _ .. :ls 

· to further, TLcre 
have in t ho Bill 

of 0hlrr-., 
I 

rrh" li~J:'IJE s:~~'Hf~T.\aY: I win giYc you a 
13~:1 for the :.:..u ·tlr;o.rnu.tion -..f shin~~s. 

: Dv the amaJ;7arna
bc ~ahJe to gt·t- road 
25 to 30 per cent. 

l_y_: done to-f1 ay. There 
the \et which r: 

nrnaunt due for 
by the Government a, 

and if th' rightful owner 
rnoney Cluring that tin1e 
to consolidated rovenuo. 

rrhen v•:e conJe the ll1Qtter of noxious v,-oeds 
and prickly-pear. We find that shire councils 
spend hundreds of pounds in keeping their 
roads free o£ noxious weeds and prickly-pear, 
and we find the priYato property-owners are 
doing the same thing; while, on the other 
hand, the Government aro allowing these 

jJf r. C attermull. J 
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a.r .J prieldy-pr·H· to gro\v on 
which beu:n:;; ;-,0 -,d b-ed.;; for 

l he n rea s tha.t ha. :e 
should bo done in 

this dj.itrict a rail-
~rhe C .)Yf'r ~

£.20 or £30 on this 
r{'SCl'\T, altL Jugh the area 

surr-oun'Ljng nnd kept clea.n, thcr:~ 
i prickl~ -pear_ bur_. and lantc_nn 
growing in groat on the 
nnd "\Yt' n l'P gctti11g tht) b~- nc{it of 
SD('d~. Then, agatn, \Ye have the 
hyacinth Sld<'adillg (~YCl"~\ where. The Ji 
frorn v:hich I come ha.s dc.t 1t ~sith thn '/at(~r 
hy._cinth, bnt, unfor:...u.natoly, tlw 13undabcrrr 
City Council 1. ·Duld net c:l~~tn up their are~~ 
\Vo rr::kcd tP I-lc.nc Departrnent to force the 
Bunclabcrg council to clear tht' hyacinth 
hut the:' IIDmc D0vartmc.nt vvoulJ not' do its 
duty, and to-da" tlw birds are c:trryip~· the 
S"'Pds of t11f~ w.;.t r l1yacinth and dcpositi11~~ 
thern in C'lt'an ar"as. The Mini~tcr, in the 
course of his rernarks, said health \vas a most 
irnportant n1atttT. aud I quite agree with hirn, 
bt}t, unfortunately. th." Home Dcpartrnent 
wdl not recognise .a, health romrnittce. \Vc 
ha Ye in Bund, bcrg a committee formed from 
two shire in the cib·, but the dcnnrbnent 
"·ill not rccogni--c thnt cornlnittce. Thov \,·Ill 
not give us ;_111.thorit:·, a.nd ~' rt, on t1w- ~other 
hand, the :\lir:i tor infonns us that health 
· of the rnost important thing~ to be 

d. \YO kno\v that thr rnilk 
1Yith ticks is not go-xl for 

\T Cl'' oLC'n these cattle 
~ vet their 1nilk 

f~r human 
d<'<Ll 1rith 

cur road::; up 

rcfc!.scd to 
gr n!· u~ . the Go-
T-''i'tl n'nt do to get rid 
uf th{' tid..:~ ! J t1u~" w~~ the 
heo.lth Df the people. i\rwthc:r n1utter that 
re·:u~rc considt~ratlon is the qu' st1on of 
carting tim::er fro 1n Crown la rods over roads 
made bv ~hirB council, This ba . .:o alv, ays 
L.'rn a 

0 

Yrxcd qum;tion, and I think 
wlwl't' Cro1-Yn lands is cart.;d 
ov·~r bv countrv sh1re c:oun•Jils 
that at lc,,t 25 jWr cont. of tho value of 
the timber should be credited to the shire 
fm· the pnrpo3c of rcn1uking tho l'Oads, as 
thc~e is no doubt this da ~s of traffic dcstro"'; 
the rc,c,_d.: So f:,r nothing ha.s bren dolle 
in this I would also like to see a 
claust' in Bill proYiding fnr a v:t1uator 
to mak" ow~ Yalne fo1· the whole of the local 
a11thoritiPs. ancl that value shou\.1 bo accepted 
for all pnrpose~. Fut thPrn1ore, t ~le Govern~ 
m0nt ~1Jou1d t'l..v rates on all Government 
bnil<.lir,q· --the ~S-''i110 as the owners of pri\~atc 

Then, acain, the Hon1e Depart~ 
vcr" well allow shire councilloro 
pasf:e3. 

CoLLI:-.rs: Oh ! 

:vrr. CATTRRMULL: I hear some of mv 
friends opposite say "Oh!'' If you watlt 
progrP::"', 1nPn 1nust travel, and if tho shire 
councillors traYclled from one centre to 
anotlwr they "·ould see what v :ts being dono 
]n other C'cntres, and v:ould bring back 
improv,,d ideas which would be of benefit to 
th~ir own locality. At least free pasSBs 

[Mr. Gattennull. 

might be allowed in connection with sitting 
councillors. 

Mr. CoLLINR: Thcv will be mostly Labour 
rr1cn v:hen thitJ Bill }1a~~es. 

:\fr. CATTER:\ICLL: I do not mind that. 
I ·wDs tr:1Yelli11g do\Yll in Vjctoria s.orr1e fevv 

U!lcl I hon1c so1nc road 
wes ~ ,Thich n1y has 0encfltt:d. 

(H• 'r. hear!) 
Mr. S111TH: Arc you a member of the shire 

COUlH i] '? 

1\lr. C . .\TT.EH.I\ilTLL: I ha Ye been a llleln
heJ~ f.or llilFtCCll rears. 

J\Ir. S;'""ITII: Too long. (Laughter.) 

:Ur. C~;.TTEH:\IULL: Ko. I \vould ver0 
lllUf'h Jiko th~· hon. n1en1lJer to contest the 
scat 'vith me. I believe that I a1n a roprc
~·"-ntativP of a. pro~ rcf=lsive shire, and I CGr
tainly think that if the Home Secretary had 
ILt't the lor1l ::uthoritir·-:. in this rnatter \Ve 

\voulJ h<~vc obtaint~d smnrJ benefit frorn this 
nl<'a ·urc; GS it i~. there arz.: only two 
principles in the Bill-the extension of the 
fr.anchisP r nd the incre-a.se-d po~-n.'r of rating. 

The HmrE SECRETARY: The election of 
11lfl,';"()f. 

:\Ir. C.ci.T'I'ERMULL: That and the other 
provisiou :He nH'rC details. I nn1 rather 
frig-htcucd that the extension of the fran" 
cl.ice n1ay be loaded. It is quite posoiblc 
that bYo or thn>~ hundred men may get on 
the l'olb in a sugar district and put into the 
council rncn •::ho have no s.:nnp~lthy \vhat .. 
cycr ' ith the shiro, but who will be thoro 
nwrcly to proYidc ,,·ork For the nne1nployed 
~-to seo ihr.t f..:.crc' is ~'Ifficirnt revenue fron1 
r·:tcs to do v.Tark ·when mills and other 

8 re cl. ;_.., the danger in the 
cd -=:J~ rn·"dc H-:o qualific:t~ 

~Yf'uld h~vc giYcn hirn 
I c lnnot do EO at the 

1-Iox. \Y. I-I. l.L\.TI:-..~ES (llulim))a): r:t'hH 
hen. if!P111bcr who intro.rl.uef'd the Bill \:Ycnt. 
i:1t.o one or two very fnlly. I think 
it v;as fnirl\· C\ as the hon. n1emlwr 
procC•-<k'd, ~nd it becn.n1o rnore clear \vhilst 
the b..1n. m"Inbcr ~,Tho last resumed his -sc..tt 
spoke, that it would haYo hcen an advantage 
-cv0n fron1 the j..ljnistcr's own ac1rnission
if the a1ncndmont on tho initin,tory stage 
had bcl~n ac-cepted so as to enable 1noro 
c·xteuivn nmY>"s to be included in the BilL 
I a.gn:'n i 11at ]oral antborit.ios have very 
big rcsponsibi!it1cs, ·whic-h are inrreasing: 
fro1n da.~~ to da:v, a11J. I think it. is very 
in1portr!nt. that they Bhould rccogniso their 
a"'ldc-d "" -ponsibilitics .md that the Gov,crn· 
rnent s c:houicl also ('xtcnd to thcn'l 
greater than in the past. The 
local really been made little 
n1oro a foot-,tool for the Governn1ent, 
and treated \Ylth. Y0ry scant re1;pcct from 
ti1ne to time, instead of receiving the con·· 
sidcration which they ought to have received. 

'Th0 SECRETARY FOR AGR1C17LT17RE: You are 
talking of Tory Governrnent''-·? 

Ho:-r. \Y. H. B.-\HXRS: I am spe.aking 
of the present GoYemment. The hon. mem· 
bcr made reference to the fact that pretty 
well always. in the event of a ntcancy 
ha'ving to he filled on a local authority, ha 
had not accppted the recommendation which 
came frmn outside. I arn not in a position 
to sav .,-hethcr that is so or not, but I do 
knowo that since the present Government 
have been in office, again and again have 
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rccon11nende.d 
on the councl.ls 

been the ordinarv 
have hn°n rqH:atedl~, 

to acce-pt the 
he did not ,do so 

rcr:olnnlcndatiolt 
kno\vs 

T~t~' SEC3ETAEY: The hon. niernhor-
f<T Burncn •;ot ouc cas,-:-. 

l\Ir. 'COPSE:'"!: __._-\.. ::iCUttdnlow.; c.l~C. 

Hm;. \Y. H. B,\R:'-:ES: I do not klluw 
-PJ:oL~_hly he has got a 

ihe Government 
on the plibllc out

sidn ,vnd Joc.r-d authoritlt~s thernsclvcs 
that '-'erne other influcn( 1~s vverc at Y:ork, 
hindering the ',,_)rk of the local unthorjties. 

Thn 1:-Io::vrE SicCIUGL'~.HY: People -,vho were 
forbidden to vote. -

Hox. \\". II. BAH:\TES : It is verv easv to 
111akc that The hen. n1crllbcr ~has 
fo,·golte _ c fternoon that the poople 
rudn1ng lrwal authorities carrv fairlv 
big· loaJc. It h '0 been sug-gested that th'c 
_::'~lJPi~~t-Pr hin~~clf do._, not giYe the local 
a.nthoritif' t1H~ n1onrtary btdp 1vhich thf'v 

Tl1t•t i:" so. The InmH:l :r,v h/ ]p 
{'Ol: cs the T: sur:>:: but a nE:tter 
c~f fa ··t to 
. '-, rr~( has 

to t ~!<' 
a~ has been co~1tcnJcl 

that the cost nf work 
gon-e up ...-e~·:v cc ~..;·dy, l.Yhethcr pro-

<1nced directl:v~ u;v \Yagcs or a11y fnr_n 
of -~\·ork. and con6cquently !oral authoritit· ~ 
haYe 2uffcrcd Yen· scvcre]~~-

rcsponsihiiitjcs resting upon 
I', the f'ont,rnl of health. 

big quC::;tion, because. 
2~ ,;~ntirr!s is to sec that 

c0!n1nunitv is \Yell looked 
lG; tl autLoritv work:-. in 

iblc' with tho 
In tha .. 

the ?.Iinister 
~n \Yhere in 

RO cs~ent~._d 
land is lo1v ._Ul l 

\York th0 I •' al 
thf'\' 

tl1e 

Th() IlOME SECRET.\RY: I do not knO\V of 

l-Io:'-1. \Y. H. BAH~ES: I am able to tPll 
the hon. rncmber again and again of cas0:.:. 
The hon. member rderrcd to ~ew Zealand, 
~where he said that. as a result of adult 
franchise, the local authorities had expended 
so n1an\r n1i!lions borroY\'cd fron1 their O\Vn 
rntopaycrs. Is there not an important phase 
of that question at which we p.hould look? 

Jud~·ing frorn the hon. il1e111bc-r·s 01vn state
b" 1103~1ble for a local 

·wiihou t giving duo 
to If so, a vc_ry 

Go,~ernrnent. 

>Yill not do 

\V. 11. BATI::\ES: That j. 1vhcre the 
'ln·~. n1HJ i ~ut is ~,~·hy I want. to 

l o thing;:.;, because the 111an 1vho 
tht: rnou the n1~: n IYho is 

i:-:; r::.ot the person 
a \YU \' to-lnorrov,7

• 

V 1nan ·who is 
--:latter. 

[5 p.m.] 

The Tio~·_._E SEc.~.~:TARY: Ile j~, in ~ew 
ZcalanJ.. 

Hox. W. H. BAR:\'ES: Wo aro told in 
th Jt particular regard that £14,000,000 has 
been sp:..nt. 

The :!:-IO)fE SECR~.l'AhY: Borrowed in Ne1v 
:6ealand; and £8,000,000 ouLicle. That is 
G\'el' 2. nun1ber of years. 

Hox. \Y. H. B~\RXES: It is perfectly 
cenain that rntepa~ haY'~ ~ rjght at this 
partiudnr juncture to round carefully, 
n nd lind out what thi:; is going to be. 
~jy '-lY oi· illnst.ratiot:t, ,, has been th_e 

of the State (~oY\_)rnrr1e11t? Has It 
a -·,olicY of absolute recklm?<;;;ne·· 1 in 

~-\·jth ·bon·o,:~·ing? Is 1t not ·with 
lJ1aec an instrurnent in thn hands 

ho ha 1'8 uo re~ponsibilit:.·? If 
hanlship 

of Queens
hear i he hon. 

_-t-ni-lcnl ho could haYe 
rho Bill suf'rlciently 
pro,·ision-tl.dt the 

to\Ynrds the expenses 
io, other >Yards, that 

~-o local anthorities. 
th, t there has 

been .-~ pnrt. of legislation, 
a uthnritir s power in 

rnoro money, but to 
are getting. 

The :t-Io~IIE SECRETARY : I did not say the 
GoY01'Dl1i('nt. I f: tid 11eorlP Pngagecl in profit
!naking busilH 

Hox. IY. H. BAR:\ES: I am quite pre
narecl to admit that that is •vhat the hon. 
~cntL n1an said. Hn \Yas rcfPrring, I sup
pm:.~. to <1 bns1ncss ~nch as th(' S' ·,tc Produce 
A.!{enr-:·. Then then' is thr fish busjneQs. 
Would tha7 be calicd a proft-making busi
ne~s? I take it, then, that if the Home 

hR d his ,,~a,", a. business of that 
1vo1tltl b0 c11lcd ~q1on to contribute to 

th(' r·nrnrJOn ft-:.nd. I rhink th0 bon. g-rntle-
rnc:n to bo congrntnlated in that particular 
re I do not knm,- hcthnr I was ri?ht 
i1. following him, but I thon[rht I heard 
him say, b~- wav of interjection, that. later 
on. ho wns g-oing to bring in a greater 
schPmc, probablY a comoliclating Act. 

The Ho:m: SECRETARY: A comprehensive 
L<:)('H 1 Authorities ~-\et. 

Hox. W. H. BAR:\'Ei'l: :Vlight I suggest 
thnt h0 m,ake a note of that now, <o that 
thPre >Yill re no doubt about its being put 
in? 

Th'l SECRETARY FOR AGRIC1:LTURE: \Vou]cJ 
you make it apply to Commonwealth r;<O· 
perty as well ? 

Hon, W. il. Barnes._] 
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Ho:-:r. W. H. BARNES: My own opinion 
is that, \'hen Government buildings recciv0 
the advantages which they must receive from 
municipal enterprise, the local authority 
should, in turn, receive consideration. The 
hon. gentleman made reference to the fact 
that loc1l authorities in certain directions 
were not dc~ing their work properly. 

The Hcnm SECRETARY: They rca!h can-
Hot; I will put it in thut way.· · 

Ho!i. W. H. DARXES: I know something 
aboCJt !occtl authorities, and I know they are 
keenly alive to the neceHity for doing their 
job well and making provision for increased 
population. All the local authJritics are not 
like tho'e to which the hon. gentleman 
made refprcnr c thjs ftftFrnoon, "\vhcn he said 
that one hr.d had presented to it a park, 
and by reason of the expense had turn-ed it 
dmvn. He made use of the argument, by 
inference, at least, that local authorities 
general!- ,. Ne indifferent to the needs of the 
people in that particular regard. I say it 
is not so. Ini'toad 0f turning doY1'n a pro 4 

]10sal of that kind. the local authoritv with 
which I ha Ye lH nn associatrd has mado it a 
distinct businEss to buv up lowlyin<s Lwd. 
for two r._ 1 ':ons~(1) to prevent buildings 
being erectPd on such land; and (2), to pro
vide parks in tho&c places. 

Tho Ho-.'E SECRETARY: That >Yill be in the 
amending Bill, too. 

Ho!i. \Y. H. BARNES: The local autho
rit:: with which I am, connected has bou:;-ht 
up lo;,vlving v,round at Stone's Corner and a.t 
Stanlcv Brid~-c. \Vh~~? Brcausc \Y0 cont ,nd 
thnt ti--c dnty of a. locn.l authority is to sec 
that. 3S rJOpnln.tion increases, . there <.1rn 

plcntv of br0athing spac0s, and 3t lEast thrrt. 
.nn' pr~v~ntcd holD .bu]~i:lg on }";_nd 
1:'. nn'-'·:__ut'1ole for tc'~adentlal pt.HJlO: l :.:i. 

Thf' r:r ())I~ S"EC:'";,ET ~ RY : Thcso lrn1d agents 
v ould sel] you the l:• d of the l'j,~0L 

E. BABSES: I 
ho:n. gontle::·q·~~ n is 

l<nr:Y\Y 
frorn 

SF.CRET_\RY: I know peonlo y;;l1o 
unfortunatE::- in that re~gard. 

fior-.-. \V. t-I. BAR~ES: The hon. ~t-' 7ltle
ma:n is sp0aki11g of ')mcon:J else's experience. 

nblP; 
lL 

'RETATIY: I go round with mv 
district there aro som; 

l'-TonYL''TI Creek which \Yill 
a ri o in tho creek. 

BARNES: The aim of that 
has ~een io seck to buy l.!P 

\\ e have. clone so nrra1n 
to protect the public.-

SECTtiCJ'ARY: arc commPnd~ 
a 11 local are not like 

Hox. W. H. DARNES : There arc some 
which I would like the hon. 
to gi.-e mo some idea whether 

m~ YiP\\' right or vvrong. I notice one 
of thf' pr.inciplcs of tho Bj]l is that, assnln
in_£,' the nurnber of men1bers ordinarilv 
bPTonging to the council to be tv.'clve, the 
thirteenth mnn would be the chairman. As 
far '"' I can ''"· according to the Bill, it, 
i> quite possible for that person to be elected 
l'irht out~ido tho local authority area alto
gether. 

The HOME SECRETARY: How? 

HoK. W. H. BARNES: It does not specifi
cally state that the chairman is to be elected 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

within and from the area oonccrned. It does 
otate that the members themselves are to be 
elected frmtt within that arca. It seems to 
tn(' that, if the Bill rctnains as it is novv, it 
is going to b0' open for· anyone fron1 outside-

•,\', Coornaroo~to be electPd ns chainnan 
o( tl1at sl;iro council. · 

'The HOll!E SECRETARY: No; I think they 
shauld be within the are;.t. 

Ho:-;. \Y. H. BARNES: I am very glad 
to hoar that. I take it the hon. gentleman 
will see to it. 

'The Ho:.m SECRETARY: He must be an 
ekctor of the area. 

HoN. \V. H. BARNES: It does not say 
so Ono thing is perfectly certain: 1-Te should 
be an elector of the area. I notice that no 
sitting member is entitled to bo a candidate> 
whil't he is sitting. I regard that as a 
distinct woalmo s in the Dill. What should 
be the qualifications of a chairman? Surely 
they should be the qualifications of a man 
who has had some experience! Is it not 
possible, under the Bill, for someone without 
any experiencP to be elected as a chairman
someone outside the local authority area alto
gether? That would be manifestly unfair. 
Probably the hon. gentleman will tell me 
that he will only havo one Yot~. I am quite 
p~cpared to adrnit ~hat; but, if you want 
lo malw a sncL.;>9 of the Bill, it shonld 
pro-.:id0 tLat tho chairn1all n1ust be one who 
!- in clo~c touch with the district. 

Tbr; S"'C'RE1'ATIY FOR .c'\Gnr ... rLTLR!: Can't 
you kavc it to the com:non sense af the 
"Voters? 

H. BAR~JES: l'~o. It is the 
If ouso to nHtkc proYision in 
s,nd not let< .. .Ye it to tbe Yoters 

again, the Bill proyides 
of the chairman-elect 

:"a v. for hvo years, and 
a vac<tncy occurs, £or"' Hw lJ:dariCo of the 

members then sitting will elect the 
I do not kr.o\V whether it was 

to rnakc any provision for filling 
tbe vat·.1ncy in such a corn.i ngency. 

T~1e I-Io~vrE S:ccRLTARY : The council will 
('[P/ a chairman, and, if he is a 1ncmbor 
o: the council~as ho probably wiJ1 bB
lHOYision is n1ade for his el(· .. tion bv a vote, 
ihr same as at a:a ordinary electiOn. 

HoN. W. H. DARNBS: Then thPre is an 
outcome of rt. principle in the Bill ,,,hich 
drikc;s mo as a weakntss. Supposing there 
.Jl'e four divi:~ions in an areJ and there is 
8 pre·po'1d0rating vo-tino: strength in one of 
tho~o dlvifions, ~t 'vould b:.; pcc:siblo for that 
diYision to control the 1vholo di:-trict. That 
is a .drnrrcr jn connc.:tion witli tho election 
of the- cl~airman. I know I shall be told
r\,nd probably rightly-that it depends on the 
r: )Ocl f-Cnso of tho electors, ·_~,,ho aro out to 
get the vPry best rna.n. 

The Ifo:-E SRC'HETARY: Th0 c0uncil cJ..n 
alter the boundaries to suit local conditions. 

Hox. W. H. DAR"NES: I am afraid that 
i ; n very thin argument. 

Tho Room SECRETARY: It is onl:, a ques
tion of a redistribution of seats; that is 
vvhat you arc always advocating. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Yes, and it is 
something that the hon. gentleman and his 
party are very slow in carrying out. I 
notice another provision ·which s~ems. to be 
very dangerous. I am not rcfiectmg m any 
way upon the chairman, whoever he may be, 
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but to-clay the chairman of a local authorit.u 
is not allo1vcd, cff his own bat; to spend as 
much a> £100. I ""' the Bill proposes that 
a chunrnan n1uy spend up to £100 on his 
own authority. 

The tTo!lr:. Sn·,~.U~TARY: The lo~·.-d a.nthorit 
can t}.ke tha-:; pO\Yer en\':''"- n·o1n him if it 
like, 

1-lo:-.;. \Y. I-I. B.\RI\ES: TL re is anoth.~r 
princirlc in the Bill nb,,oluteh--

~o Dill t:l:-'lt dot•~s 

ti. 
hu \-~· nut thut 

Th;_ lio~·~ 1~ JEc BET, L • 

nnwll!k ro 
',. • l' le~ 

n_,;·tl"t- .l to acr:cpt ~L 

', tn deal 

nojnt of 
point of \'iow. 

I had thought 
hen'. r \roulcl 

•1 ~tn 
\Yhcn 

Th 1-io:.lE SEcrn_JnAHY: rrh''Y ll:-;_--;,:c U.ll 

iut::orest. 

noi. ROJ11C 

H' ,pmJ.~ibility in 
should h -~ye the sa!n.~ 

to find the n1oncy. I a1n perfectly 
the hon. gf'ntlern:~.n's D ,:;;ertion 

is not a sound one, and that the cxicLsion 
o£ the franchis.,; will inYolyc verv £Yrcat1v 
inrrezoed taxation. I would ask if. 'behind 
this Bill, there is not a desire to see that 

1920-Y 
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owners of propPrty and poop~... wh) ara 
tf'llilnts are ruted tnol and !non; U" rc;;ult 
of tllc increased taxation "-ill con10 
n hout fronl this r-...::tl'nsioll franchise. 

n :t.ttcr locd ·no run at 
lJ! :l\_'!Jt 

J. cannot bo 
the .1oo,- to 

Tlh' .t.lO E 
<.~ la r::re 
local 

,, 
ar all. 
fTo~m S:F:cn_ ~-.un:-: \YhLh cl'utso? 

1 f) ]L,n("}lllO U, 

1l'hr: I-Io··~E SECI:ETA:>-.Y: lL_ l1a3 only got 
m~c \-ot". 

~,tr. CoLLJ::\S: \Yllat V.'o~tld l:v~ ...-r~·oHg Yrir.h 
:L') 
~ lJ • 

that th0y 
The }-IODIE f!E:..'RET.\RY: I-Ie will n103t likely 

be brought from a \Yell-known local authority. 

Ho:-c. \V. H. BARKES: Yes. and lw has 
to withdra·,y from the local authority before 
he can sta.nd, and that is a distinct \Vcak~ 
ncss in the Dill. Whilst I recognise that 
there are one or two things which aro 
satisfactory in the Dill. the provisions with 

Hon. W. H. Bames.J 
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regard to the franchise and in connection 
\'rid1 the t~lectiou of chairn1an are good 
rea,· rr:l.:;; 1.'. hy lJF'ntb('l'S .should '¥ oiC against 
tho Bill. 

Mr. DD.'\8TAJ'\ (Gym1;ic): I think we 
1nay gafclv a •.-urne ith r0gard to this 

that Opposition members wJ! 
the prw:tice they usuall,y adopt in 

reganl to Jnbour rcforrns and stubllOrnly 
oppo":l,~ this Bill. that \Yhcn it beconH'~ 
pc;puiar tlw:. 1-rill it i and th~t 
finall~. they will ~argue It wa~ thell' 
own ~rigin:1l idea. I think we ma.y safely also 
Jn·cdi.·t that in tln·ce , .~.~.r~' tinE', on the next 
01ppnal to el. Lu l10n. mmnber 
oppo-~te bt:- garnc advocate t~10 
repo·ll of HlCHsnre, they will 
he afraicl the v.owen's yoto. The stan-
dard of qu lification of citiJ~:enship in local 
i!,OYcrntHent affaiJ s set up by bon. n1ombcr:::: 
opposite i·-fn"t, nioncy and propf'rty, 
rathe1· than n1anhooU and wo1nanhood; aud 
they will in everv casP say it is Joglcal 
that a vote in local afl'airs should b~ gin·n 
to a brothel-keeper. for instance, or a profli
g,,.~,te \.Yho r1a:vs the ratr·s, or even an. lHI~cC'Ile. 
ThPy v.-ill giYc' hin1 votes in p~·oportion to the 
n'loney lw pays ]n rates, wlulo at the same 
time the lTIO-<t nob1c-1iYing citizen in tho ( Jnl
munii\·, even the ::\Ial! of I\-razr:r0th him"01£, 
"who~ lmJ. not 1-" la_v llis hea.d." 

at all. bc·causc 
C:trnaryon and 

he cf 
ll.l, \H!11t: t 

not knu\\" 
and lay 
1l1t:.r,it-:-. 
of 

ho,\- to tuanar-;e 
1natcrial \VoaHh 
pPople in th(' 

:tt )J 

a 
litis Ch2.~ntY'l'. v.·hir· 1

1 en 1s 

go.Yr-r.n local authorit · '". 
I' 

P('opic in 
have no vote ~ti"7:·ir.:<. 

people have 
aJ('DO rnrrke it no<S-.ihl~__• for tlw 

to exist at all. I thi{lk thar, d.ftcr all, 
qrulihcation of citizonslEp in any 

n-"!u<-:t be tJlanhood ~ilJ(l worllan
\Yhat better influellcc' c_ould there 
-.~~~~~·~, ~-." L~!l,Ul.l."') L.Hd11 

the of \YOnH·n in \~otlnf!: po\YCY 

of tL~-' cn:UJnnnitY? If the In ere fa(tor r,f 
iiJtcn•d in the IinancinJ \Velfarc of the 
co1nn1unjty i~ goi11g to br: the only qualift
c.:~tion fur citizcn"hip, then all the 1nothcrs 
and wiY0S -. ho nt prEsent share the 
burden a mu, 11 n_, their rat{1 -pU) in2,· hu b t.nds 
rnu::.--t for n·1 in the past, be cxclndi d 
frorn the~ of citizenship in lot'al affairs. 
I thiLk that ('Yer:v 1na.n of the Opposition 

that \Vornen's influence in loc::tl 
rnake for progress in the ci,~ic 

of onr State. I think that. 
and logical people, \\ e shnll 
the so-called irrcsponsibles in 

DlllOullt to a vcr- qnall 
( [ nne ncr rent .. and th:;t ~mnll 

fWdion v. ill ~Jc tuta1Jv di.~countcd lJy th(: 
lnfltF'l!f'e (lf IYCJJ11en if theY are gi,~('ll a ,·otC' 
in local cnunent mattCr·~. ...:\ftcr all t~1is 
ta..lk irrc.-ponslbles, ancl the effect thr:''"' 
1n ·v h<lYe in the of civic affairs the 
lnflu0n<'e thcv rna.,~ in regard to the 
flDtation and 0xpenditure of loans, the hun1our 
of it ls that thPre are not a. few irn-.,spo:J::-ib]e.;; 
on thf' lotal councils to-day. and tlwy ar~ 
there becausP ihey arc larg0ly subs••rvient to 

[Hon. W. I!. Barnes. 

thl' ,~,-jll and wish('~ of thP lare,·o 1·atopayers~ 
"\\ ho~t"' Hd·; idea of civic p1·ogrc~ss is to 

do'' j{ the 1·aL·-.:.. I knmx that, gener
then• are a lot of good n1en 

the present tiJnc, Lut to :1 

are dominated by the 
ron-.·~rYatisrn of th0 "go-slo\vs." 

·h~fied tha.t i£ this ch:·ngo in our 
_, tak0s place IH:! will see an impE!tug 

+-o c-i \-le prooTcss snch as has neYor 
F"t,'1 h:_~fon.' r~1d rigllt thl'ou~·hout the 

i11 th ~ cmmtrv di ·;trich a~. \\Tell a:-; in 
the "\Y'f' IYill "flnd ciiiz·~nship looked 
upon a.s : ~ !1cn:our .to ~Y ... T,V nwn and \\'OHUUl, 

wnd that 1t V; tll a1-d 111 th"' progrcs_ of onr 
civic affairs and tL~ \Yclfnrc of our great 
Stale. (Hear, hear!) 

Mr. COH.SER: There is no doubt but that 
t-he introduction of this Bill is gcnng to 
di-.,'1leasc the cquntry n idents of our State. 
TJIJ.'fortlutatcly, the ~?vernnw11t have 
ettemptod to make po!JtJCal local govern
ment, and thi-' Bill cds out . with a 
dct.,rmined effort to try and mtroduce 
imu local gm'{'l'nment a rolitica] ";t;nos
nhere. rihc Di11 is not going to aGd m to 
the u:.:nfulncss of local go-..~PrJ?rnc;1\ 1.he 
l-Iorn0 Sccrctar:v has not Px.plauH_'d now ~o 
is going to J;::Jk:e it po~.sibl.e_ to cot?plle 
the rolls for the local authonhes. I Juww_ 
o~ ono iocal -R.nthority con1prisjng part of 
fonr State clec i·o1·nh -:. As long <'.S o~r State 
l'olls ar in tlu~ rrwfnl state ln w}lJCh 1'l10v 
;:1 ;'o now, it will be '·"rY hard for tht 
l\1ini.;;:t€'r t-o gi,~c fair . roll und0r th.is 
~c} 1 , tllt'l' is on0 brig-ht Rpot Ill 
th·• r!wt i:o, ihat it will make 

r Hl dP'·lniHg of rolls 
do 1111d('r St 

oqr;' rn 
'-.-.rutin:~ 

of the 
ar' . nnd o:£ 

; 01 1·. hif'h v:-r' hnYc-
h:cPn a!1lc tn _r~ct up tn the prcscn1"' 

ft'~:'JlPCt it Dl~ • bo 
proYi:::ion n1ay pro",·~ 
· I mmt 

Inav bf-
he have beel_ 

authority reprf'"le-:-ltatin:•s. 
lt~ciul. l)ut no ono can 

;_.._ ____ 1---=-~- - . 

~~~n~~fj:~~;1 i~~\~ itl: ft2Ycl\~:11C~~~·~-f~ll T~1~ 
~{ini~tcr in propo ih~t. provi~ion ie 
trying to 11[lhnl~l tl1f-.. S('Dtirurnts Hot of hou. 
111f'uJbcr .. opposite, OAlt of their dictat.n·s. 
Th0 h.on. gentlenlRn to show that the 
0 xtPn;;;Jon of the is g;olnc; to rc-
vnh1tio1ti~c ln r!l go\-01TJJUf'J;t in ·ns1 •nd. 
IlP poi1ltt;{_1 out that he 1s to give 
Iocnl bodir ,, a trcuJf'ndous pow0r, and that 
t?~:v ~re. 5:cin(~ to ... heco1~1c important .as 
th 1s Pnrllamc-rr. .t-le !''lic--3_ ~"vould l_J. ~_ye 

of their OIYn affau3. And so they 
But thcv C~dlnot cor::trol 

\Yit.h a ~great part of tho 
rcyrtnw theY onn·bt to ~cizcd 
lJ.'-~ the The. ]ocal ::luthoritios to 
nwkc ron .. c1s and ('<:llT~~ out oth~r bu iness 
entrusted to them. lwt they have been 
dt•nrivccl of tlw fLlll rcvcmw from land 
~.,-·-ation ,-ithin their area I ncaJlltam that 
~.: ~;u ~h-ouid give local authorities the full 
reycnue dcriYed frorr1 land taxation, and not 
t~kc fron1 thf'n1 haH a n1il1ion obtained 
fi·orn th~~t source p(~r :_ypar. The f~ct that 
local authorities had been depnved of 
that revenue has been one of the things 
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which has killed local goYcrnmont 111 the 
past. 

rr;l0 I-{o:.n~ f:·.r~CRETAHY: Yon bad it free for 
years fr01n Rtat(' taxation, but llCYcr took 
adnmtac0 of that frrct. 

IY e had 
but the 
a gTeat L.~,ck of 

matters. The hon. gentlem;m 
ye<Lr Ol' bvo ago he had to 

to authority cou11cils, 
to ''ppoint fiye 

that last vcnr ho h<td to 
1nornbcJ:S to local autho

That sho\'\' ~ tlu1t i:1tc-rest in 
has be,· 1 use an 

an1ount from thE. 
local which they ought to have 

~'Ilnistcr l1:-:~ f:tatcd that ]ocal 
he.Yf' not done tlpir duty. 

and that th0 co~nhtion of tho roads in n1any 
lo( :d ani hod±':,~ areas i ·: evidence of that fact. 
If the hen. g'0ntlem;u1 travf'ls o,-cr roads in 
n State rnotc r-ear_ he m a,- find that thrv are 
not what thc7 o-ught tc; be. but the · hon. 
gcr.tlcman doc1 n~t know th" trouble and 
difficnltie" ,,-hich a shire in the back 
country-, ,~,.hl'ro to make ro:1ds 
over l1lac-k coil creeks. \Yhat is 
the State doing to-Ja: the direction ol 
;_~c::'isting ]or>al rrnvrrnn1ent? \Ylwt tlrc tho 
Go,~crnment •loing in the "ettl0d areas of tho 
Rtnt0 to a,o:.-l~t local boclics to jn1provc the 
prp-;cnt. condition of things? There is no 
<'vidcnc"<' that en·· !J,.:, been made 
fnr th0 l\L!.in which bc0n 
C'SlC!bli:"Ju_~<L th:1t loral 

in newl• 
-+s of lan;l 

that land 
on 1 hev call 

local anthori-
ti fnn,1 t.hn.~ and rnake thrm 
l!- \Yl'f'H tlw roads hav0 l1ecn n1adr 
lFdlll. hnd og-<'nh and 0th0rs take inknd
i.;r~· ~,,)0r·t0rs nnd show tlwm yacant allot-

\Yhirh hasP bc0n n1ade available bv 
lor l authorities by spending monP:V 

rais0d from thf' htxpa_;-C>rs. The C-u'.-e1·nmcnt 
sh0nld he rospon3ih1(' for n1akinf! available 
l. Y!ds held b:: tlw C1·own in a:1y district. and 
shoulcl kc0p th"sc roC~rls rlrar of noxious 
'''ecd-s. [111r1 JJr)t lc'H.Y~ thcn1 to bcf'omc 
brccding--grounrl, for all sorts of pc ·•,h. Bnt. 
os a matter of fact, th0 local authorities have 
dearcrl hnndrcrls of miks of road, and have 
hacl to pa:.- for thP y;ork of eradicating 
nrickl:v-pear and other noxions weed<;:. The 
Mini·to,· claims thrrt the grc ot dutv-the first 
d11tv-of a local authoritv is to make. roads_ 

Th0 HO'CE PLCRETARY: I did not claim 
that; I said the opposite. 

~Hr. COTISER: That is th0 claim made 
by the hon. g0nt1en1an, and I sa.:v that in 
rnnklng that clain1 he does not know the 
dPpnrtTr:r>nt h0 1s administcri11g. In our dis
trict it has cost us n1ore- to rid onr roads 
of pear. as demanded by the department. in 
the last fow ''Ca1·s than the local anthorities 
hayc h"rl available afterward-; to spend on 
the roach. The Minister hrrs referred to the 
New Ze"llanrl Local Gm·ermn0nt Act, and 
th0 glorious things that a re possible under 
thoic Act. I find that the Now Zealand 
st.atuto provides for a snbsidy for local 
goYcrnment, but the hon. gentlemnn tolr! u.s 
nothing about that prm-ision. The hon_ 
gentleman spoke of ono shire in which money 
was mad0 nYailable for the assistance of the 
mayor when elected, but he told us nothing 

ttbont the gPncrnl proYision for suh;;idir~s to 
local authorities in that Dominion. This Bill 
l'cnll:,- cxclnch:s frorn the opportunity of con
tC'~till£;' au f'](ri-ion [or the position of rna.yor 
(\~· c:·r:irTiH!l the o;Jlv 1nali who maY bo 
nuali(iPd for that posit'iou. · 

]'vir. S}lL ·, ~\nyonc can stand. 

:ll_r_ COHSER: 
for the job ma:.-
1-, :•. Thcr 1!1!1.'> man u r t•;ro 1 

or three who possc:-3s 
quc_liiic.-ctions for .chairman, but 

h:~ (1cbarrcd bv this measnre frrnn 
at the collnt·il c'iwmbr~r l'eean'-o tL,~:: 

of the r~uncil. How can th,' 
lhini~LCJ'. under those e:ireun'lstances, claim 
that he is Inaking provision for the election 
of the best n1e11 to sit at th0 council chaln
Lcr '! T do 11ot :::ce llo\v ho eau make unv 
such claim ',Yhcn the senior and l1j0St 
0xporicl!ccd members of the conncil will ho 
debarred hom election to the position of 
1nayor or chajrnutn. The claim has been 
ntadP by i·he Gm-ermnent, and by the hon. 
nwmbcr who has ju,t re'·,umed his st•1t. that 
the Oppo.-sition arc against (''~tending tl1e 
fr.._:_nrhi~(' to won1r11. A'l frrr as I an1 con
cerned, if it "\Yas the ratol_ayer's v-ife alone 
that was offered a \"otP, there woulr! not be 
any veTy· .£Trr' ~t. opposition to it. \Ye claim 
that the wife in the home has as many rights 
as the husband. 

Tl 1 P J-IO:\iE S'cc-rtET.I.RY: You rcfuse·d it, but 
.'on g ~vc tl1o burglar three Yotes becaus-1) he 
hn. prop~.rt.r. 

:\fr. CORSER: I did not. If the Govern
~incf'J'C' in tlwir dc".ire to do a fnir 
the coantn-. let them adopt tho 
of gi ,-ing the \">'omen 1110"-~- t': n

as to ,,-hether there should bo 
of tbo franchi-·e. L~t hon. 

i'S c<)nsi':t'•nt in this tnntter . .:tnd 
~~n' v. ill c~rtainlv be I'Ons.istcnt as far as 
1':-'ttr>p<l~·er rrnd h1s wif0 nrc concerned. 
th0 omen a. f:LV in aJl strike ballot:;;. 

).fr_ SJTITH: \Yould you giyc a. woman a 
sa.Y in tho rnanagcn1cnt of a businc':'s? 

}lr. CORSEU: \Yomcn hanl a great say 
in thL manag~tncnt of YPrY man:~ bus.ine::,-;-es. 
I am prepared to admit that the Locai 
AuthoritiP;;; Act does "\Yant reYi::Jing in yery 
n1an,v particqlars. but this amendment has 
not b0en suggested by the local authoritir>·' 
reprc:::cntatives vrho sit in Brisbane~the:-::: 
n1cn who havo brt:\n in~ulted for gi\-ing the 
hc,;t in them fDl' their counlr~- vcithout p:• y. 
Th-"Y g-et no £500 a ~voar~theBc rncn -o.vr: 
hear of as being- too old to be useful-them 
n1cn who do not get. pas.~es--

~-f ,._ FormE: You must be looking for 
votes. 

1\fr. CORSER: Ko; I am not standing 
DS F~clcral n1en1bcr for Capricornia, and I 
do not know that tho hon. n'10n1ber is yet, 
eitho-_ 

::\Ir. COLLTXS: Get. back to n1othcr earth. 

l'\Ir_ CORSER.: \V" are right back to it, 
nnd th.'lt is the n1oncv that. i~, neccs.'3arv. 
Th I\Jinister is broade~ing· the frnn, hi~e So 
as to provide more mon-ey for the ]oral 
authorities ~.nd rEJieYe the Governn1c:at hy 
crcGtint:!,· assistance bureaux to absorb th0 
unr>n::ployed in the cities. That i~ the real 
obj cct and reason of the BilL I am not 
concNnf'd abont the citv of Brisbane, nor 
am I concerned abo~t K ingfishcr Creek. hut 
I am concerned about those people Jiying 
in the back country who are the ratepayors 

Mr. Corser_~ 
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a.Ir;.d \vho \'rill hay~~ to find the increased 
rev._:nuc. Anyollo '\d!O look.:. beyond the ciuy 
of Bri,bauc and rea!i· cs the drought ,hr 
people iu the en untry ha vc~ ~one through. 
.and t:~_c non-pi·(JductioH, ·will realise that 
Ul-tder conditions it is in1possible 10 
in~:n-:a~e rates; ,·et th:s Go\·ornn1ent 
-\vi~he:, to put in the.., hands o£ individuals 
no,vc1· to illl'l'C' 1 ><"" tho: r~t ~ v.rithout a maxi-
llJUBl at all. Th,,- increase the rat 
unLl increa•,c the to ~1 ny a1noullt 

10~: likc-j and Yotc rrs rnuch loan rnoncy as 
lik~\ then pnt their on their 
Pnd \V-r.1k out aftPr all they 

is tho rl Bill i.s 
and J an1 secret of it. 

The IIO:\IE 01-< _'HET:\::lY 

~Ir. CORSEI: 
le-::" tllan 
" bur~t 

party up. 
revealed that fc:ct. 

You 'rill bnn:t thern up 
;;car . the , .'] n1o as you 

.tc up a: cl burst your 
c.tucu:::>, no doubt, 

The SPE_._\J~l~R : Order! 

COl~ SEll: And the sooner J ou go 
th0 Sta~d v:i]] hnYc a chan~e of 

fJ.ne, finance. In the past, n1any of 
local anthoriti .::;:, rccei.-ccl large revenues 

tho hl!g-.~" purchased by tl1e 
b~1t be: '1 dcp1·i ved 

pn ·ont they 
from the 

The I--Iu::.n· ~·Et R::-_ .':\HY: Th~~t is not true. 

to be 
of 

Thl'· I-Io~,rE SECRET .RY: Y ... ou arc "'\vroDg in 
tlnn, st :tcrnent. 

an1 v l'ong, the hon. 
b(' a blt~ to enlighten 

right) and the replies 
t(: askt .·! ]n this IIousc are in 
rt'.'"'( ndu~•cc ;,yith HlY statcrncnts. The ~Jin~ 

a great ~1nonthful about tho ele:~ 
IIo what a Lur 

let haYc 
local 

it 

~. 1n1c argun1ent can 
,;-ith tho elcc·tion of 

>.·:_k( r tl1i ~\s::.:cn1bly. I r1o think 
G ovc>rnn10-r1t v,,.i]l agr{'(' vd::h sug-

g~·qicn, wonld like th0 1IinistC'r to 
in thnt The 
how local 
whv should 

ono instanrc' in Jny ·district-, Ga.yndah 
?.Iunlripal Council--

The- I-Io~rE S£CRET.\RY: That is one instance. 

~vir. CORSER: The Gayndah municipality 
is not the only instance "-here we havr; 
proved what the Government have don<'. It 
is one instance--,vhen one Minister was going 
out of tho choir and another Minister going 

[Mr. Corser. 

j;~--w!1c1·e '\VC' ,\-ere able to ~ccure and havo 
on rw t. Lblc c_j_' the l-Ionse pap"rs 'how
\\-hat g>oc:s on with the l\Iini~tc_r in the 

l-LDme Dcpal'illu:!nt. .,:--\ rerom1ncndatton came 
frnrn the- f:OHJtc:il t.~ble in Gayndah, asking 
thn tL' ex-mayor should be appointed· to 
a vaun~{ , hut thG Gcf\-L"rl~JI1euL Jid not 

rH ·{ti!1ation. The T\Iinister Y\7esta 
:Dill v De~11aipe, and asked 

be) ~a ~"tutab10 Inan--

l-IoE. -\\'. li. l:Ln1~I,~S: Of the proper brand? 

~,fr. C<!RSER: 
n, n to fiJl the 
?.ic. D-:-::-:ainc: .m~, 

Tha-t is right. ...~ - 1Jitab10 
,jtion in tht ir i:nt2rc.sts. 
hi;;: suggestion. 

\Y:b~-:J i·J l\Ir. Dem_aine? 

\Vav. me1nbers kno\, 
upon 'won1cn "\\"ith £L3 much respcc+ 

an? n1cn in this chan1ber or outside. 
Tho hon. n1c-rr1ber ha.s tt1ot sho1yn this 

House an~, :It=.<~essity for tho proposF d altera
tion, nor has he shown where it Jus worked 
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effcctiYt-'1-v or in the interrsts of any other 
locality. · r;wntioncd Auckbnd and \Yell

Zc,dand. \Yhv did he not 
tdl Uo a11 about Anck
ot tell us that they 

Th~ I~:) -r~ 

OQ( C 

the · 

"'{ou. nre Dt I~'/ 

t~) ~e' IH'horcr cut. 

:,rr. T \'lLOTI. I r-:1 F·Jl'rY 

I br- ·o her 1 

nri ·'on er-; ont of an cl th0 
a;·c the.t I 'hall go a[l·ain to try 

nri "')ncrs Ollt if I think I h.1sc a good 
r ::-c. ""\Yirh Te~ rd to anv n1nn or ">roman in 
Hu' corrnnnnit~- IYho haPrwn~ to b in St. 
H( lcna I ~ludl cert-.in1:v go to the Hon1e 

and fl•r to '""Ct- hirn or her out 
it right to do ~o-(1Iea1' 7 hear !)-

~\Iini~tce '·hnnld bP n~ham•:d of him
hif> interjection. (licar. h('al' !) I 

hone to him. neor lv111 I c..,~er go 
n. n1an ont of prison •shorn I 

to be there. 
\'')LLER : Kcc~p cool ! Keep cool ! 

T _\. YLClR : I am c0ol. bnt I do not 
insinuations Jlke that. 

Th0 SPE _\I{ ER: Ort10r! 0rdr::,;· 

ard \Yilliam street. had contri<JL<l,ed 
f3ir prcport:nn to dlf~ mt~in+enai~ce tn 
cit:v of Bri>Sb<!l1(', tht::v wonld hn.xe 
butcd ~u::lci~·nt to haYc built the nr·-, tcn,·n 
hall. (Hear, hear!) But they haYu 
tributcd anything ~t all, n.nd I 
i·~ is fair to riw .. rge local 
having carri-.:d th~ir 
ha\"0 l:cpn 
so fal' as 

thcv 
thee· 

If' .'_i-lU arc r::oing t:1 tt~l:-c: ~hf!t n:--: 

i he payrncnt of rates, I t3,ke it those 
dua13 1vho purcha:"(' in Qnt- n st. cet 
h~\"(' a vote in r to Qncen~street pzo-

arc'a in y;hic-h thcv 
a if the hon. gcntlC-

e; ,._, nnd. I think it is 
b·'rtrs Yt>ry 1itt1e itnpc::_·t-

a ~1c,.: '.dth thi·1 1nattcr. Th0 
fa('+ l'( inunr•·li·dplv a I?l,'\.Jl 

local- ant iJO~·itY area 
of ·he or she 

-..~~·]·:':1 0\' I'~ 

lJ~t.\'11lt'Tl' Df th(~ 
un.oignccl crmtl :· 
nnd 1Jf'JDL'l'i- -(nn!Cl' tlt t-
1 ;• f~l·thC\'tllin(" whrll 
r;:.tYS they _hcnld ~-c 
pr~)po·~P(_f h . .J 1 ntt 
cm tn rh 
i-, not 

Mr. 'l'ay!or.J 
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nrcrr \Yith the n1an or v tho 
h0, 

JJonl<' ::)r'c'.:_•tnry ai~o 
Jt ·,·hi eh I elw lleno·c. · If I unde;·

corr-"ctly. he caid the Mayor of 
\Y.:.L:: 0loctC'd hy the elPctors. 

l'hr· l-J O\fE SErBE'l' \TIY: Bv th0 per; ons on 
UH' rrJll. rrhcy hnvc not p:ot adult franrhisf'. 

1\Ir. T.\YT.OTI: 
·p.,·n nt. The J.\1a ·,or 

the r•lcf'tor~. 
nHtyor bt•lng ~ 

\Y<lllid bo it 

ob_j0ction to 
ratc.._la.·~crs. 

'I~1c L-lo::\rE Sr:cr:r..;'_\n; 
the :3Rtnf'. 

The principle is 

~lr. TA YLOH: Xo. the Jlrincipk i: not the 
sa1ne; jt is 'vidch· diffr-rent. The ho11. 
g-cntlenwn lH'·)pOse;., ·that t~lC' lll<JY{'r shoulll 
1w 0lertf d hy the cJcdo;·~ 

The HooiE SrCRET\RY: Bv those 1Yho are on 
the- l'{)1l. ~ 

.:\ir. Tc\ YLOR: Those whom ho intends to 
on tho roll arc to be the electors. and 

a ro people who have no natural 
respon -ibilih· us to pa ymcni of rntcs. Then 
t}wrc is the -~Hornc S~~cr:ctar'.''S BtatP.rl<'nt with 
reg·<J.rd to the apathy-if ;~:ou like tn c~ll it 
~o-o1· the want of intc ,,,t in local nuthori1y 
· !l ~ttter:s. I do not think his state1ncnt is 
IJCJ!·:w out bv bets. He told us that last 
.· (_flr he put ~on to the various local authori
i ies throughout the Stat< forty-five council
lor3. Is that n ]ur~;e HlllnlH•r out of a total 
numbn· of 1.600 '! 1le did not ~tatc the 

why he lwd do that. There m " 
~ -..Yhv ~omc o'f 

·an:;as did 
oiTer to ,end for 
lw told ns th<1t in 

h(~ \Yas r:_~krd to 
1 rl0 not t;1ink 

\Yith reg-ard to local 
haYe be~n connrctcd 

f{)l' hn'lYc y0ai In 
is not liO\Y on 
nl 1Prn1<Hr \>:a<;;: 

That ,1Jm,-s wh<J.t 
rnrn getting lot<:l 

and renH•lninc.. tlw ·c and retard
in;; progn~~;, ~o far as that lora! authority 
i:s r-onrr-rncd. i:-:. not C"Jl'l'f'ct. During that 
t1rn e probably one or two ha vc gone out of 
the council bv death. One t"·o h<J.Yo been 
rc~urncd nnOppo:::.ed. I fought two 
Plr-~.-:-t.ior!R during the bxelvc I ha\~e brcn 
rh, and I hm·e lH'nn ·d unopposed 

nf'ca•,,ion.O(. Thcro 11ot that D],:~thy 
to he If the Home 

or tD 2,'0 
prrgTcs::-. (l-IP<ll\ ~) 

ScrrPt.;-ny :aid, it i- an nge 
-...:q; haYP to be pr,•pal·ed for 
,,·ant to 111akn our chn!1gcs 

and 

\YUS 

in tho 
'il\· we]! 

'C' v ;th the 
JS not to 

-direction. (fi0ar, h0ar l) It. is qu-ih~ nn5siblo 
so to rhange tho order of thing·~ whirh exi_,b, 
to-dav as to put ba('1: rhr' .._clock hv~nh·. 
thirtY. or forty years, instcnd of. as we ~;n 
devout!) wish, putting tho clock alwad ~nd 

[Mr. 1'aylor. 

The IIo:M:E SEcRET.\RY: I havo a good 
ex;:unple in n1y own tov:;n. 

l\Ir. TA YLOR: I do, not low': thnt tho 
GoYcrnm<~"1I ean he con1p!imc-ntcd iu regard 
t.o draiJ'3.ge ~o far as \VC can judge 
fron1 the onrra. of n, certain local 
authot·ity clm'·ing the last fey; years. }1ost 
lot u l authoritiPs. ho·,\·cver, ha. YE' tacklC'd the 
\York in a 6 Jirit and have Uono their 
nT· best c 1pn with it. Anyone who is 
cunY<'I'~ant wjt.h tht' JDE'tropo!itan 6rca kno\VS 
thai·. rhe gTO\\·th of Bl'islwno and the n1ctro~ 
pulit,;ur t1rea during the last: bventy. )·~0al's 
has probably lwcn more ,-apJ.cJ than 1t was 
during tlw "·hole 11revious ponod of. 1ts 
hl:-.tnr"'. In fact. cver~:onc has beC'n surpnsod 
at the re1narkablc• ITrowth \vhiC'h Brisbane 
and t.he rnetropolit'an area havo n1ade 
during- thr, last- f'titCBn or twenty years. And 
VYt~ eD~l only go on making irnpr~ovcmcnt as 
we ra1s0 tht• neccssarv IHoney. 1hc Govern~ 
ment at't' f'tnding that the": have to cut their 
(,)at <1u~ording to their c1oth~according to 
their muncv. Th0v have practically spent 
thPir lnonC'\' in so~ 1nanv use!e~s 0ntcl'priseq 
th:~t now t'hcy arc "u6 against it.'' 'Ih?Y 
find it inipo::;-siblo C'Yen to carry out \\'orKs 
that arc abeolutel': necessary in the best 
inicrC'sts of the 'cmnHnunty. Instead of 
~Jarving the :!.1t·tropolitan \Voter and. Se\Y\r
arrp Bo6rd ns has been the cnse dunng tne 
]<{st fr:w ,-:ur,, thev ,hould hav<> pushed the 
eewerage ·works of" tlwt boar-d ahead for aH 
thE:'T were worth. 

T;lw TRE-\~rcRER: \V c ha vc bcPn giYing the 
board £40,000 u momh. Your Govermnent 
cnly gaYO the1n £20.000 a Inonth. 

TXYLOTI IrHcad of 
thev shou1d 

a ~1nonth, anJ 
·n l!ll:,hcJ O!l to \ ciJll. 

EverYone 1-- :~ows d:rtt nutil con ne re 
rnadL, no l"PYC·llue can be retU1'1lccl t110 

V\Ol'k; .-·nd the SOOlH'l' thos0 ''1'C 

made. llH' sooner it is going to bo a r?venue
prorlncing; job. It is ouo ,of tho-c worKs that 
.Jwuld 11ot lH'L'll srarved. There are 
p1{'nty v,orks tha_t n1ight base bPcn 

~c'" on one- sidP, but thn1 1rurk 
have been pushed on. 

The Tnr::.~::. r!mn: It hn' not been starved. 

l.._,cnl authoriti(':;) have 
nwi~cr of draina2:e 
their \',~;th 

ns 
hut it i:i 111 Lny 

P1c •sho1c' of fac s 
rnn,ttcr are, T do not 

knznr; that a Yl'!': ('~.,,:<-c: 1 irllt 
down. }io--t ~)£ ll,cal 

haY<' rcali· .ed 
hare a duty to JW to 
and to Qnecnsland. they 

h(JncstlY, ud haYe been 
t]vn1C'-, to l1lf'Pt tho 

and to carrv ont ,., ork~ in the be;-t 
interests of tbe lH:opiO so that tl10ir p_rea l'!Hty 

bo ono in which neople ~~-ill be glad to co .. J 

and live. I dC: not intend to tako up 
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TilLH h more tin1c\ 

;n hc'til on 

like to 
at tho 

and to exp<.rt tho outback areas, where 
l~ p('pnl(ltion-onh- a few 

' a:~ eo L'~'d \vitl1 the t'h{ :1::-:Hnd:-' 
n·-:id ut in d1L to make the roads IYhich 
ar. nt ~'C:-~nyy to cl(~Yelop and •·arry on the 
\York tnF; greEt SuL· is akki11g too rt1uch 
fi-<)Dl fe\Y inclivJ~lnals. 

Thr SJ:CHETAHY FOJl Pl'BLlC' LAXDS : In ome 
o£ the ontback districts thcv haY(' b:ttc1' 
roads than th"c· haYe in the c'itic' 

~!r. T \YLC1U: [ arn pkawcl to hear it. 
At onr tin1(~ a ~ub--irl~, \\·ft.S o:rantrd to the 
local anth.orihcs Lv thC GoYE.-'r~nll'nt. .. [nfor-
tlnutcly, rhat is~ the nu~, 110\.V. rl'h0 
·who!r" of the n1unc, L) bt' found bv tht-' 
rate"''-l:n'rs 111 the V various local J.utl~oritv 
nrcas. 81 far as ~orne of the mttside diS
tricts arc cnncer11ed, it \Vi1l be a caltunitY if a 
menstn·p Eke thi~ goes through, aud if per
sons \Yho no financial re::;non-1bilitv 

<t \'O. ·e in fH~ t·:--;:pcndit
1

itre of th·;_, 

1 
' lllt~llC',\. 1 Jo J?Ot think sue~ 

"-~iotdd navn any >;:~~~ 111 the t .r;rnr1
l

ture .. Jf the rat~o _seeing that) oncr~ thn. 111oncy 
ha~ h0cn .. :,,-,:n. thPY ~_ ::n pnf on their hats 
and clear out of the district, and all the 

:hild for pr1:·i'~f: fur tho~P ·::arks 
n••~! am ,. ith th pccpl0 '.dJo li','C in t:h 

le .;]+:. 

than 
been 

tn folhnr hon. 
TnPruber ~ O}HJosltn. Ahno::-:t 1 ~ C'rv OJlC o[ thL'!TI 

on this Bill h:ce condemned 
. of adnlt snlf•·age, and has raised 

ltHtn.\y t1~lngs .vYhirh they put forv;anl as 
argumc·.!~ts <l~Rl! t thnt prin(:ip1c'. ThP 31'gu
mcilts rLc~T 1H1Yr LH'-' d to-n1::;:·ht and on an 
0arlir>r ~tc1g·~ of the Hill nn• ·-nrrrTtiT!C'nis that 
ha\f' bl'c'!l u:·'·cd again~t ·-Jl'llf-.:!'l't:-··~ P\-t ,- tin-:•' 
thos€ progres~ivc mcaQnrE?s 11;,.(, br-en broug-ht 
for-··c:.rd. \Yr h{'f~lJ th0 hnn. !ne . .:.1hrr for 
\\-ind~nr :l'rninst J-hi~ ~Y.st-::n. !-ff' 
d'- a it 1:!tlt qur> t lnn of '";'~Hll'll ne 1 n~...,. 
n1lo\\Pcl a· \·oL• f( r loeul unt!H_1J'itic·'· n1:J said 
that v.-onH'Jl \\·o:tkl bt> contollt to leaYc t1w 
rnaitcr in th · ha11ds of dwi:!· p;11·cnts or their 
luJ.~hands. That is an argnrnr:ut \Yh1ch •,-,·.:s 
used a~;ain t the• cxtr I>ion of tl:{' franchi.'.(' 
to \\ nruc-n nt parlia.n1c·ntar·. Plect.ion.). So it 
i.:;. with e·.-er.v 1 fonn. Th.L.·C pcopl" CDlHlOt 

Yisnali5e CllJything L2ing difft•rcnt fro1n '.dwt 
it 1:-i t~1-da v. TlwY ca~.nut c:onc('iVL' uf uny 

V·:hic.h attt·rs ·tlH· !:'bltc vf a1Ia.i1:. 
onn \Yhich SLlllllOTt. 

TLry ar(> a party who stnnrl for lcaYinsr th:n~:s 
<ts they arc. and n party who nt all tint~,, 
support YC':::::tcd intf'l'l's•·-.... TlH') principlrs o~ 
JoC'al g"<lYf'rnlnc~nt can lw f'a.-.:ih· :-;tatcd. The 
ll1att<'l;S ·which affeui a giYen avrca-such as a 

cC tO>YIJ, Ol' a shire-ehou)d be dealt 
ih · pPopL 1i\-;1:g in tlJC' p,nticul:J.r 

matters of 

?lt. 

that in eveL v countrv the 
of Pnr\.iamenl an' 1wc~otnjng 

greatC'l' ~YC•ar bv VCU1', r~[.he activities \'l'hieh 
l>arliarncnt 1::< ~ on ha\ o bt'conlo n1ore 
di~;prso and under the exi~ting 
s~ ~ten1 cf In olden tin1e6 govern-

carried on in a S'llllCY:hat 

\Yny. l\1:cn could attend to their 
dutic' at the faf';-C'lld of tbe 

they cou!d look after tllcil~ bu~jness 
. a long :d· nig-ht 

to the nff .irs 
of the State. But, owing to Parliament 
having cntc red into various enterprises v-hirh 
-.~, •re fon11crly loolu ._1 upon as ~ho domain 
of priva.tc entcr~·,rif 1?, the conge-stion of 
husincs..: in Parlicunont has bcconw g-reater 
and n1oro con1plex. _\n~·one ,vho stucHc.· the 
po~itinn "ill. sec the importance of delegat
ing nffairs to lora1 authorities -whirh ha~.Te 
11ot hePn drlogutrd to tl1orn in the past. 
• .1. l'f!:UmctJts have been used with regard to t.he 
rf '-ponsibilitv of certain indivirhwl,~. Smne 
ntHnbcr., haYc said that. und r this Bill, 
nH·n ond :Yorncn ·will be enfranchi~ecl >.vho 
haYC no responsihiltty in the conllllUilit~'{. I 
cnnh ~HJ that thc,·o is no basis for t.hat , .... ~l',U'll· 
mpnt. T1H?rf' is no su~h tbing- ns an 
in --.Qpon6ih1e individual in the 
ntdr•,,·> he br a liuwtic: Pr an intbt 
indn'i{ltPl h.t2 r~'rtnln rf'~ponsibi~liti~:s 
State and his fcllo\\--nwn. (HC>ar. bear!) 
\Ye• ltmT which hus been 
nHtdi.: 111 our can he directly 
llH'<.l ,,lll'P<l by the amount of intt:'n- "t the 
pPop}c~ th,•msclvt'S hnYf'. taken in tht•ir own 
afiairs. 'Ye kno1v t.lwt Uwt is the cose in 
Quccneioncl and Au h'a1ia. In the, old de:vs. 
unf10r a lin1ltcd franchi~c, Parlia•nent \vas. 
, .. oni-ro]! .•d bv n-i ll'C'"'''ntatiY.PS Y("~tcd 
inter<,,''· but witb the of a 
franrhi-sc ba",,d 11110n 0111' rom1non hnn1anity 
Au~tralia ba,, gone a1H·ncl l)y lc~1')6 .and 
bomKL' and from that time d!ltc, thG b,,rw
f!cial social 1C'gi.~lotion whlrh we haYe pa-- eel. 
}.,.Pt Wf~ find rnen IYill hf't Up in Parlinnlnnt--~
l11Pll "ho "re elected on a sv<tcm of fHlult 
suffra~·r--;tnd sav that. the e:{tension of tbo 
franellise in loCal governmPnt -will brjng 
ahout 'm und<•sirahlc ;;tatc of affairs. \Ve 
kuo\Y thnt that is not lik0lv to C0l1V' tntr', 
}H•rau~c tho f'xtrns1on of ~0~pon~ihi1it~.' is 
nhy.nv a good thjnp; to n.:ny indiYi·d11Pl. 
\Yhil \Y(' on this ~ido dc1nand rcrt1in thi::1g-; 
~1s rqr rig!Jt----·whilc ;,re it 1~ thP rig'ht 
of f'Yr·rY ·man nnd \.Yoman haYc n YOte i:t 
Pn..] ian\C'nt or for rY0ry rcpr0"0DtatiYe 
--we Bav- that \Ylwn \YC concede thr-0 
j lll'Y ca1~rv -,slth them rrrtain l'"~ 
tD,th~, i;1diYidunl. ~Yh('n tnC11.al'i-' ('t,ll~d 

to r.lssurrw respon:;::ibllit.·;, th~: 
tlwn1 ri~c to tlw uc-casiou nnd ill ~nit 

:3('1Yt.., a~ Incn. So it 1rill in <·onllC( lion 
'.-ith Jocal authorih- 1nattcr". ::\o one -c '1 

doubt that there is a_ great l1CCf1 for dL'YelOp· 
jng .~Yhat ,. n1ir:rht be t ,;rnH)d ''the c1vic 
c'-•ESClC'nef'. The prineipk>J of ritizr."n -hip 
a11cl ci\·ir con•, iulC'o rt'quirc •.1t>YPlopnlellt in 
tl! i.: State, and t-hot can o!llV bo don~ b ,r 

giYi:'-; the pc<ople directly Z·oncerned fuH 

Mr. Smith.] 
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ro::tds, 
in a proper 

and other 
h a 

is a n_,cognition of 
c2-uscd us to argue in 

f'xtcnsion of the franchi;:f'. 
1s a great future in front of locJI 

au1-hcritie6, whi :h have not in the past 
r~al:oed to the full their responsi1Jilities and 
po•,c,crs. l.7"11der the existing Local Authorities 
Act local bodies arc given p1 tty far-reach
ing DO\Yers, but on very ff:w occasions have 
tho local authorities fully grasped them. I 
have rnad the words of Lord Roseber,, th~ 
first chair111an of :_he London County Cou11cil. 
who said that hn who desired to 'ervo the 
c,ommunity can fmd no better sphere than 
the municipal sphere. I agree with thoso 
wordi, and the body of which he '""s chair
man at that time has carried out manv 
jn1portant activities. in the community. Th8 
London County Council has been ablo to do 

de 1! of good in the London metro
or<· a. Yet the men who established 

things haJ to ovcrcon1o opposition. 
ThL'Y \\'t'rc opposed just as \VC are bcjnp; 
op] 1scd. to-day. One would think that, with 
a. lF'W Par!ialncnt. 1vith 1nany ne'.•' mcn1ber.s, 
so1ne new Hlc cs wonld be brought to l1Bar m 
c_0~ne:'~ion :vith thi-.; .quc~tio,~1~ but \VC ftnJ 
thut tnen-' JS a pauc1h· of 1acas so far a-; 
~h(l ·0. roE>ition is co11<'0i·ncd. Thej are using 
a1·gnn.!cnt:l ag-._ inst this Bill th~,t havo been 

[Hr. Sm.:'th. 

uJ;_ .. -J agnin;;:t- every extension of ~o·~.·cr to tho 
people right throngh the age~. The:'>· talk 
about rui:r.!_ because n1on and 1V0n1en 

1.· ;11 be po\Yer in local aud1ority 
1nut~crs. tho sairHJ thin'!, ·with 
n to in ParliRnv 11t. and 

of the kan.akn, 
rn1d L~gi··~[ttion h s been 
Gl)po;-;cd on tnc ~'.~~rn ~-_;_ UlL d. 

lien. \Y. TI. B.UlXES: Y~on lcio\v that Js 
n 1-vohl·~, !y u:ntl'U(•. 

:::o:ne
under 

canccLittcrs could 
ancl if thcv iived there 

""~ ,-ould ha vO a vote on 
matters. 'iVould that be a 
those men not of equal value 

cornLJIElity a.s a.ny men on the Oppo
~ition idc of tbo I-Iouse? The hon. n1en1ber 
is opposed to the idea that crrnecutters, mill 
hands, or raih·n1v navvip:~ should have votes 
in loenl goyernrncnt matters. But I would 
ask him, what would be the value of his 
propert:• or crop if he had not the labour 
of individuals to jmprovc his property or 
!fD.rnt'r his crops-if ho had no men to cut 
ilw cane•. to work the mill, or to do the 
ne ·'CS'" ry ,-ork on his property ? \Vha.t 
would be the Ynluo of his property without 
that labour'? He could not do the work 
himself. As a 1ratter of fad, that is a 
~nmewhat pernicious ·way of looking upon 
the nccessarv \vorkers in the con1munitv. 
Hon. members oppo.;ife differentiate between 
different men 111 thB community. They say 
that a n1an owning a. quart or of an acre of 
land is more important than a man who owns 
nothing. 

Hon. ,J. G. APPEL: That is true, 

}Jr. S::\IITH : I say that c\·ery worker 
in the community is of equal Yaluc to the 
f'·)DlmnnitY. Thos0 n1en \Yho are doing the 
\Yorld'" v. ~)rk. \Yhetlwr ""~Yith rn0n"'-:tl or m:rnual 
labour, ~re the JTIC'l1 1.vho are of value as 
citizens of Amtralia. (H0ar. hear 1) That 
is the point of .,-ic"' from which I regar·d 
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Then, again, we had the hon. 
"\llwn 'aying that he oppo,ed 

tl1l:~ .::_ne, '"nre b~cau~c it is not democratic. 
I-:Ion. J. G. APPI:L: Hear, hear! Qnito 

lL~·. 
-Let 

S:i\;liTH : Tho argues 

\\ :·. :s·~UTR: Tlw hon. HlOrnb " ar•- ucd 
theE un1c n 1111.11 paid L1cal author-it-· ~·ntcs 
he ha n:; a sav in 1-o( J.l fr;o-.:,-'':_·nA 

by tho " line of l' ,: on~ 
tax or land 

no f· e reprr ~en-
national Parlia

thC' Yiew tak0n bv 
opposite, thowrh thc-v do not 

cc nw fcr\Yard and exn~ess thveil' ideas 
~o cnndid~Y or so bluntlv as "the hon: mcn1bcr 
for Albert sometimes do, 3; but dPep down 
in their hearts they haYe the feeling that 
if hy.l thr- opportunity they \n)tild get 

tt1e systcro of u.dult suffrage and 
of !egi lati,-c activity, and place 

~':o lnncls of t,he land-owning 
I have no objection to 

land so long as he does 
to himself the right to 

< vcr.'-vl1C· else. That is the posi
I ;-(,kc· up in this 1natter, a.nd that 

is the p•>ition taken up by other memberg 
on this ,ide of the House. The hon. member 
fot· Bnl1nlbrt said something about vested 

I ~have no .doubt he has u greater 
ot such tll!ng · than I havo or am 

to hnYe. Tho next matter I 
to dcctl with is the provie,ion with 
to mayors or chairn1en. 

\Yhich has been adoDted 
rne to be a g-ood 
cf a citv should 

of that" locdity. 
Th an attractive one 
for connPcted \Vith any local 

authorit::, I should look upon the position 
er 1nayor a.s a Yery desirable one if the 
n1 vor Y ere elected on the franchise pro
pr ·r·d in this Bill. The position is one 

unrl.cr such circurnsta.nccs, ,,~oul·d carry 
a great dc>nl of honollr~ and the 

c·_ ~t~nti_dl,· _cund. I a1n 
r1n. >:or of Bi+::-bane. or tho 

Towns~:illC. 1Jruld tlult. their 
one if held it by 

of all the people 
At tf1c prcs<.:nt 
is often got 

p-1\~. '- :.·. 

·1. G. ArP:.L: They n:·r caucus in 
lt ,.- •::.·:1tec. 

r· .c-r. c:Er·· 
. t l'('('t 

,·ot-· ',\·ith pe:-:pie. 
-,., t,) be a gre;1t p;~ , . .r , 

btn, as a. 1natn:r or 1 act, 
ph.cr~ at thr~ pt·e~''!lt tin1e 

hnsc \Tote~, nnd nft-r-n 1. large 1nnnb0r of 
votes. c..nCl I >;voukl giYc them no C'onsidcra.
tion in an'T measure. It ]'"3 a de~jrable thing 
that l· ·1 -1nthoritic' shm1lcl hnY' po\YCl' to 
(ie;·l ·~vil:1 t:.uch rla('t·" cffectivel:·, beC'auso 
they ar(~ :1 menace tn the health and to the 
u:ora1P. ,Jf HlP con1n11E1j~y. 

.\nolhc"· in the Dill ' hirh i.' of 
inicrt t IS c-onYlCction \';·1th lc•dns. The 

mc1nb~r fm· BuJin!hn. rrferrt to that 
.a{L:;·noon. £Plcl one 'vouJd irna frorrt 

hi- speech that local authorities -r• orild be 
er to float lo:tns at an\ titne 
The posit-ion with rcg[ud to 

of Joa11 f.or locn 1 goyornlT!ent 
\\"RV alter~cl i.Jy the Bill. 
and the ~n rno iJov:(~re. a.re 

n1c·Jsurc. The on1v nltcra
n crrt ·in \VOrk fias heen 

nconlc and has e,tal"ted, 
tba( 1no~:c required 

Under tho:::·; t a :aces 
the ncce~
requircd. 

refcrr('d to 
111 

J!r. Smith.] 
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places oth01· thn.n Queensland. H is quite 
tru0 in those countric> where loc;al govern
nccnt has developed to a great extent that 
grants arc :rnndo frmn the nationn..l cxchcquc•r. 
Particularly is that the case in Great Britain, 
but when \VC con;;1dcr that these gr<Lnts in aid 
arc ~pread over a Yor:~ large lJ(J}1Ulation, 
i" does not \:York out at ve.:y rnuch per 
ht:ad of the popldation. In a~Jdit!on to th>tt, 
it rn1~st be r0membcrod t,hat tbt~ locaJ govern
IllPnts rrn· called upon to fulfil certain func
tion.3 and ca.rrv o1it rcrtain duties which is 
not- the ease iD Queer1sland. In Great Bri
tain, for :n~tanC(', c'dl!cation is a lof'al 
B-l 1thnrit-y :nattr~r. PnbJlc health. the rnain
tenance of hospitals, and the n1aintenancc of 
a whole het of acti.-ities, wch as the admin
lstration of uhe poor la\v, arr fnnctions of the 
.local authorities. 

Mr. BEBBI::-rGTON : And the police. 
1\fr. SMITH: The police a]'} is a local 

authorih. matter. It is unfortunate the hon. 
n1P':nber~forgot that, aJ that, no doubt to hirn. 
ha' a. very important bearing on the question. 
If hon. rncn1bers are going· to argue in fayour 
of p.:r·ants in aiel being eetablished in Queens
land, it can Gnl,v be done by imposing fnrther 
duties on the local authorities. l do not 
think I need speak arF fnrther on thil matter. 
Sufficient for me to say that I have a grt'<~ter 
belief in m·.- fellows than hon. members 
opposite appCar to havr>. I an1 satisfied that 
the men and women of Queensland arc pre
pared to do the rig.ht thing, and will do the 
right thing, ''' far a~ they knor it, at all 
times. vVith tbis cxtrn,ion of the franchise. 
the men and "·ome>n of th<l State' v>ill develop 
higher con"eptions of citizcn·hip, thc.re will 
be df'vclopcd a higher eiv~c con,·ciencc than 
ha-; been the c11se in the and :1fter this 
Bill hns be<'n in oper:1tion some time tho e 
v,-ho opp0~c it v;·ill \VO'ld('r \vhy thP~~ did so, 
nnd the tc . .:t of tin1o will sho\V that it 1'5 a 
reform ill the right direcction. 

GoYERN:\IEl\T J\IE·~mERS: He.tr, hear ! 
Ho::-r. J. G. "\.Pl'EL (.-1/brrl) : I have to 

oonlplim'~nt the {1,1inish?r for tho Ycry tnode
rah· mannPr in v:l1irh he int1·odnced thG 
eecond reading of this irnportant rneasure. 
I renlise. as any membc>r of this Assembly 
'"·ho has had any exp0ricnre in JocaJ gon~rn
ment n1ust realise-personally, I ha.d approxi
rnately h-;··:nt:·-four yLars' actiYe experience 
as a memb,,r of a lorol authorih·-I realise 
that it is nece~sar:·. fron1 tin1c tO ti~1H', that 
there shon!J. bo atncn(hncnt.:~ of the legisla
tion on . .:;uch :tn jinportant que-stion. I 
li~tened '' ith gTL'at attention to \Yha.t has 
been sai{L y,art;cu]arl:v hv rncrnbers sitting 
on i he C<\ UC 1.1S sidf' of the HnuAc. 

'rr. C'uu.l:-:S: The CHi ·us side of the 
IIou:-:e? Tile f ;on~nuncnt ..::.ide. 

fiox. ,J. G. APtJEL: TlJe caucl4S side of 
the 1-Low ~Jr tlH' cntTO."'S ;·:it1c. if vcu 1iku it. 

l1avn endo:tVJU1:0rl ~n 
s-~-udv :.nd 
.are 'n•g a r ded as 
of \Yhich they have written, one! at an 
Jlr-ricd of rny life of the Ten Con1nlanchnc~nt<S
{laughtcr)-and I confess) after hearing what 
lHLS fallen from hon. members opposite, that 
apvarcntly those \Yrircrs knew nothi.ng about 
the suuiects upon which thev bt,·e written. 
Although to-Ja~- they are /eg·ardc~cl by all 
na.tioJJs as authorities on thc'cC particular 
nHJ.; tcn·o;. aprmrcntly Queensland is fortunate 
in having on the other side of the House 
hon. members who know more than those 
mniuent \vriters. 

.CoVERlOJENT J\IE:UBERS: Hear, h<:>ar! 

[Mr. Smith. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: They know 1noYe thrtn 
tho~r~ en1incnt w1·iters 1·rho 1ocl as 
anthoritic, on the Bnbjcct by nntions 
of the nni'\ :~rsc. The I-Iome Scc.rci·arv stat.Bd 
th .t tlw 1nost im11ortrn1t ~lrrleud1nent ~in con
nection ,,-ith this. Bill-the ,-ital principlc
\'n.l.s the e-xtension of t:hQ frauchi:-o ,,-h( :-l'

1)Y 
:tncn, which. in legal includes 
\\'OHlCr.-(langhter)-\~ho haYc no 
the> cmnrnnnit: -nOlTI'J.ds; 
nuthing, and ha.Vt! w~n--'r thein
sc}Yf~S in cu:nnc.:;tion \Yith nny n~.u.ttc1·: v .. -ho 
arc a drng on the C0!1Hnunity-nrc to ha ye an 
equal vote -~vith otlwrt:> in carry1ng ont local 
ruthority 1natter':J· Hon. nH.'InbC'-rs sitting on 
the { lll<'Us :-;ide are very fond of referring to 
what tht~.Y call their dernocratic principles. 
A:s I have stated on different oce~sions on 
the iloor of this House, it has been stated 
as a principlc of ·democracy that un.l0ss there 
is taxation tht're should be no rcnreH',nta.tion. 
The l\linistcr referred t:o In0n long since 
\clcad and gone) to othc1s vvho haYo c-a.scd 
fm years to be members of this House, as 
having opposed ad11lt sufL·age. I ,-enture 
to say that no member sitting on this eide 
of this House was ever an opp-onent of adult 
suffrage. 

The PREiiiiER : Did vou not deny a •·oto 
to tho police on one o;casion? 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: 1\'o. I dare ea-. 
J here arc occasions when the Premier woullr 
hav{~ been Yery glad to see the polic€ far 
~twny, le• alone to deny them ,·otes. (Laugh
ter). Take the case of the sevc<"ancA of 
the l:nitecl States of America from the 
·empire. \Yhat \Vas the cn.use? The ncople 
\\-ho now OCCUpy Y\ hat is known is the 
Fnitcd States of America were being taxed 
but the.'· had no repr"sontation. and w they 
rcbl'lled. It is proposed by this r.te,suro 
to r.~v('rsc that principle and give repre
' 'ntdion without taxation. Those of us 
who aclYocat ,d a·dult su11rage fron1 ""he ti1110 
\Vht>n \\'C were old eilough to adyocate any 
politic::d princi11le. knew that CYC'l'Y pt~rson, 
\YhOL'YC'l' he v;as and hcnYeYer inli..ni ""e-~j mal 
hjs contribution to the taxation of thP coun
tr:v rnight be 1 1nust according to all the 
rulc:'l and C'onditions of dcn1ocracy have an 
l'(luld yotc in tho .adn1inistration and l~gis~ 
lation of tlw State. 'That is a principle that 
cannot Le denied, that is a 1.·wincipk· \vhich 
has lK•C'n u11ivcrsally acccph:d) but now it 
is propo,cd to rcYer,,e it, and that members 
of tht' community, probably birds of passage, 
Pf-~f.:,Otl5 who arc in no ·wise int<:re·.~tcd 111 

the lout! authority in which they arP, shall, 
\Yitho.ut the pnyn1ent of ono fr~ction of 
taxation, havp an cqnnl YO':f~ .., ·t,o tho~c 
who Uc-ar the burden of taxatioH. 

The S:.cntl'.U1Y FOR JlUBLIC Ix~THt.:-cnow 
intrrjcct'"d. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: No, it is 
J!~C'1nbe1· knows that in CYr-rv 

of taxation in" 
• 

1 
o.f the t~xpaycr 

tht..: YOf('l'. IS U 1{'~:-, for hllll tO 

f'Hnlc princi.pl(' i.t 
Ut is rnc~1surc 1 n Urcac 

Tbc- SECUCTAHY FOR PCBLTC l:\STRLCTJON: 
I did not say thut. I say it i;; 110~ a direct 
tnx. 

Flo0:. ,J. G. APPEL: lt may not be. but 
3till in eorm~ction \vith locnl goYcrnmcnt 
that taxation i' paid. 

The SFCRETARY [<OR 1?1~BLIC IxsT::.:u.:-cno:'f: 
Xot in the old country. 
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IIox. J. G. A PI' EL: 
oe led n..s1Tav ~nto a 

~ hm- been 
H" cih· 
chY of Brislnn'~~ is r ,:.rr:rdc-1 
gu!,dc to the \Yhulf' ~)£ tho 

of principlc-Lu uuse who 
dir,•ct 

at tho 
t~JC':V }J YO paid 1 

directly u;10n the 
\Yhat. percentage of ta"\:navors 

rnon v•ho gain theit -li~ing 
goods to persons \vho are not 

dncct taxpayer.s con1lng fron1 oth·'l' parts 
nf the s~ ~tte? OnJy a. Sln,Jl proportion. 
Tho ,,-hole .argtunent is too ridiculous 
to 1 quire an answer. 

Then question has been raised. in regard 
to \Yhat called unearned incrnn1ont. l\1en 
who have caused the incl'~_asc in th0 Ya1tv' 
of the ]and, 1non who origin a 11~ purch:J.,'",cd 
the hud, \Yho in mnny inst'lnces deprived 
them•.clyes of comforts for tho purpose of 
iui)n'oYing that land, and hoYe f~ffected the 
impro·.·emcnts \Yhich t:tuse to gather round 
thc:.n what ono n1ight tern1 the cro\YS of 
the cornmunity, 1nen who ha n~ n1ade the 
soUlcnent and dcYcloptncnt of the countr~v 
pos.sible by their energy, and haYC f'nabled 
..t la :·ge nun1bcr of n1en to ea in their liYing 
-which thov EC' r could h ,ye done othor
\\.-i:3·>-thc'",e ~ tncn v.·ho b·l.ve ( ,.Jtcrcd jpto 

, ll a~ ':.'S v. hrn~ t hc1 c; v;,-n no settlc
vdl0n_~ there Vi--as no d0,·olop!ll0n.t. and 

expenditure of capital and energy. 
anc: ihc d0voi:ion o£ th\':r tin1e haYf' causL•c.l 

to rise and enn bled other men 
that ontcrpri.3e or enPrgy like crow~ 

c HHC' and pjck up the cnnnbs--are not 
HlCn C"ntitlod to an,·thi~lft so fal' as 

of tho irnpl'o\·cuwnts 011 thoso 
aro concerned? \Yh·\-, it i8 on] 

CTO''> s ~,'. ho den'7 it: Th~o nwn \Yho 
have lived always without doing artything 
for the sc•ttlcment and devclopnH'nt of the 
SL-:tc, tL.e n1en who have nc\cr had enter~ 
prise~thcsc aro the men \Vho the right 
ar ,j the juslico and the oquit.v those who 
haYe the· entcr~r:isP and the energ"U and the 
thrift to develop this St.lto to re< "jy" some 
1'2\Yard for vvhat they have done. (Laugh
tPr). That is a principle i11at has b.ecn 

accPpted since the time the world 
rs p.nl.] began. and tllG hon. lTieJnbers 

who arc laughing arf' the 1nen 
1Yho an~ 0njoying it to-day. 11lw~~ n1a:--
TC·~,;ard this f'rotn thr~ cynical point of Yio"'>v. 
lntt I rc~nrd it as a ..-erv serious. 111atter 
:ind0cd. UI quitP realise that anything I 
moY qy in this House \vill haYo rrb,olutell· 
"'' · drr<ct up011 the re mlt; that with thf, 
lllnnher:3 in this ..._\~:sernblv, _,lld b-.;,- the 
t]li.'OIY of out· Con•.titutlon thC' , 
nw.jority \Yhich tho GoYcrnn1cnt 
l n the Lcgislatiy,; Couucil, this 
bccmno law. 

Govr::nx::.mxT J\1r:::\rBEH0: I-Ie · r. hear! 

Fiox. J. G . .1\PPEL: By mcrtns of 
cuJly a reyo1ntion. the oYcl·thro\v 
C<n;"tituhrn, thev have ·cffcr:tt:-d their object 
The· c'dl thcm.!ch ' dcmorr:1ts! ~\11 I 
s[l ,_ 'b, \VC can only n""'gan.l it as n tr~-
on democracy. (Laughter.) 

CoLLIXS : Didn't you clairn to be a 
on one occasion? 

llo~ .. J. G. APPEL: I mn still. If it 
·were 11roposed that snbsidy shonld be g-i,-en 
bv the Gov0rnn1cnt to local autlwriticf' to 
_3.S~ist th01n in tholr y,-ork of deYeloprnent, 

bo r1nit:: prepared to support the 
thn.t the gcnL·ral elector should 

· the affair~:; o£ the local 
b~~ his contribution, 
to tho rcYcnue of the 

"\You~d bo ~£1, contributor to the funds 
lo{ d authorit::. Fron1 tin1c to tin1e, 

wbcn I was , pproached upon this snbjcct\ 
c ne! lo' ,t! anthorities rcquccted that I should 

t0 fo1· and proYide thcn1 vvith a .:.ub
tD rtc", i~t. thcn1, l infh<' J h:d to thrn1, that 

contrilmtion to local 
',·;onld hm·e to be 

ay sCJnw thing to-day. If 
represented hy the present 

is prepared to as:~, ist loc.:t] 
1.York v .. -hich thev are carry

ing· out., qnite pnparPd t; accede to 
thP proposition ihat the frenchise should be 
<'nlargcc1, cn1d tho general elector residing 
Jn th0 IlD.l'tirubr c-ft1 ctOratC' should hfl.Y8 a 
E'R\- in ennncerion. \Yith the ~dmjnistration of 
the locel authorih. But that is not the 
pro11o.~it-ion. I do 110t propose, in connection 
with this matter. to sugp:est tho reason why 
hon. ,'].'( ni:lemcn ,·itting on tho Treasury 
be-nche~'· nnd their caucns supporter.-;, have 
be0n directed to insist npon the passag-e of 
l"his me[l.sur0. But w0 all knuw thA r0af'ol1. 
\Ye know what the dl'cct of the broadening 
of the franrhls<: in ccmnPction with tho city 
of S Line': has hccn. The franchise there i11 
not cnb ,:gcd as it is proposed to he here. 
\"I.,yf' kncn'\7 thnt to-dav tb~ nfft1ir~ of thr- vreat 
f'itv of dnr v rrro "controlled b\.r the exccu-
tl\-"c, of L;bonr party-- " 

:Mr. CoLLIXS: Hear, hear 1 

Hox .• T. G. APPEL: That the ma)'or i3 
ol( t"'h1 rl. not h .... tl10 n1c1r•l'n1C'11 of th·-=- ('ih.,. of 
SYdncv, but l)v t}p LolbOlll' caucus ontsidc: 
[ll1d \r; kno\Y "~h 't thr re~u1t in civic adminis
trntion ha' brcn. Tlw hon. member for 

al1ont tho civic consr:ience 
llppar0ntlv, it has 

. Dnd \YhD.t is k11C\Vll 
in th0 c"lu1cil of th0 cit.y of 

1S <1 scandn1 in n1unirl11rtl goycrn1ncnt 
111 r·'nTrn.Jll~\ cdth. \Ye know the "'w·ild 
( ,1t sclwn1e::: they hav:-- entered npon in 
connection wit·h the purchetsc of ·;--orthL,·;s 
('Oalrnh:C>s; nnd y;·c kr:o\v, ns scn;;;;.ible mPn, 
'Yhnt the rcn~on is-ihnt "graft" i"! at +he 
hack of lt-. Do 1• c' w:-::nt to scn a similar 
slai·c of things in the city of Brisbane 9 

The PRE~HER: Are ~ r)U charging the 
P,-dnr~· City Council with graft 1 

1-Io~ . .J. G. _.\ PP~L: I do not charge any
thin2', (Ln1E1 lClll~'·ht.•r.) 1 mn not. n110 Yvho 
incl.nlgr" jn pPr:~ol1'litirs. (R, Ja'lO'h-
trr.l I 8111 tnaking nl10,CU>tions h t~rA 
p01'C'rn.~- trn0. ~~s fen· ,nq R•,dnr~v is f'')J1C('rn0d. 
T hope mch allc-sations will ncyor be made 
ng-ninsi- mt'mbcrs of thr, Brisb:..no counciL 

1\Ir. \YILSOK intNj"crcd. 

Hox. ,J. G. A PPEL: The hon. member 
for Fortitude \Tallc:y, \1-bPn I brnng·ht up the 
1n1H0r in rnnn,'rho~l \Yith the \Vater Rnpply 
nnd Sr1vPrauP Board on the debate on f;nppl~.,. 
in 1917. of \Yhnt the bo.trd v ere doing, 
denied ,,-hnt T o·Ji<1, end si ,tee! t]Hlt if I 
made the ''tatemenls outside. I yyonld be 
nros:_'cntcd fqr s1 andrr. And the). arc pr0-.,-cd 
i-o l1C' correct ! . 

-:\Ir. \.Yru~ox: 1 as.k";l von \Y01'0 :vou 
rh-;,u·ging the- cit~- rmmcil lwi·c with graft? 

Hox . . T. G. "\PPF,L: Xo. 1 am not. But 
J 1'0r.tnrc to c-.ny j·hnt if thls meilsnre is 
l'"rsced, it will n~,t hP long before> they 'Will 

lion . .J. G. Anw1.] 
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be guilty 
he~itation 
does not 

of it. (Laughter.) I have no 
in rc~ying that. Unfortunately, it 

how equitable a principle 
al\\"ays sornethi11g, vYhon it 

and truly carried out, ·which 
n1a-v bf', there 
is r~ot faithful1:;· 
D1a V ea ll~O D1CH 

:iS l1ot the fault 
the-· obicct to it. It 

··,~it is not the 
things happen. 
tho who 

fault o•~ 

It lic.s, 
betr<lY 
elecu;·d 

\Yiwt. 

t~cn 
posi-

fr~.:11 tlr' :St;--...-n as fnr 
arc :'onc~:rncd? 

:rot 
it hoc, 

For Pa::li::tm.cnt. to 
I haYP 110 i11tr-ros.t at 

thP citv of Bri .kne, but 
tl1n con11Cil on tho 

under ·which 
pnrrhn·~-'d .and 
fit for the use 

su~11c o£ the rF>st beautiful parks 
be f,nnd in nnv citv of th0 Corn· 

Til011\V·-·a1t11. (l-If''lr, hear!) \\7\~ have onlv to 
look t the fin0 nark in Ne1v Farm and at 
that beautiful little nnrk ;,t the ~onth of 
Breakfast Crcf'k-both of Hu:n1 a credit to 
the cih' of BrisbnnP. Th0 cit".' council havo 
been e ]_,]c to prm-idc those prtrks despite the 
fact. tiLt thcv have received no aq<istance 
~nd nn 0ncour8 f2."ern0nt from thP Government. 
But, hcc,:lhi' they have not effecb--d n1ore, 
"\vh~, ~1.,Jnld that b0 a reason for enlnrging thP 
francrlle<' to rna blc the loafer and the bird 
of to cont.rr>l the municipal affairs 
of cih· of 'Rri<bane and of a l] other local 
But1•oritic«~.? I r0rw1t that it i~ rr tragedv 
in lo "l l(OYf'rnment. and I ret;ret that an 
atten:pt is bein.tr mar1e to '·nbv0rt +hat prin
ciple of dcmorrac:· which reouircs that everv 
man who desires repre,entntion should bra·r 
•n portion of th0 taxatiDn in connert.ion -..vith 
the administration upon which he desires to 
havo n Yoh .... 

T 1Hl.Y0 rr•fen•rq{ 
\?0rr;rr:' nt not on]-.:; 

~orr1l mlthorit?,? 
t1-: Jnc :1 · 
d a 

po "( ·f'c1. 
fHHD0"r'.~. thrv h:n·r> lJ:·;::~; ie:1~l\ 

of th0 ·\Y']ckhe.nP 
ern:~ 1only kno~·. n os " .J acob's 

rH on. J. G. Apprl. 

Ladder." YE-t they come here and, in eup
port of this proposition, as~ert that the local 
authorities hnYc not ckme their duty, and 
that it is ncc(''ctrv that the franchise sho,lld 
be cnlarg(·d so th~t loc~d '1Uthoritic:3 1nay be 

on tv rlo that which they have not 
tl1" past. 

So ~ar e1ec-

~, r 
drn '.1 a 
ting thut 
side tlH·· 

poY\.('1' being 
Std~. 'I'l:J.c 

llHln k1!01\·· YCrv y;e1l thnt hon. nlclnbcr·' or:' 
tbic: ~ide o , 2 h:~) n1uch to t.hc \Yomcn electors 
of th;.:; to conntcn.1n-co €\'L!1 the SUf!)-::-es-

t,jon of a thing--(licar, hear l)-anJ 
th _ hon. gcntlunan 

it 
The }TO:\TE S"'cRET\.RY: \Yhy didn't you ivo 

tht~lll H YOtC? 

IIox. 
l· fc1'C' 
about 

I ch-ocatcd it long 
kne··.. anything 

The 1-:lo:\P SrcnETARY: \Vhy didn't you give 
it to thPn1 '? 

1-Iox .. T. G. _.-\P1'EL: \Ye did give it t.( 
th{'m. The C.JUCU~ Guvcrnment ncYcr go.yc 1t 

to tlH.'ln. 

Th~ IIo~IE Srr HETAHY: You didn't. 

The SI'EcU--::ER: Crdcr! 

_Hox .. J. G. AP'PEL: I rc,<>li:3c that it is 
Y( :y diflicult in ::\~eh <~ rnnttcr to nYo.:d lwi1..:g 
dr~nnt eft trn. ~\: \\hen the -;_[1r:ister 1naku--; 
a. iJuggt::'i~inn hich ln.s ab _Jlurely no foun· 
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Th" Jio S!(c'· ETAHY: 
and ~'c;t :rcu 

ha- no 

Yon \\ere IIomP 
ne-..-cr n:tc'r-.:,l the 

Qpp,JSLTIOX IVI>:J.IBERS: Oh~ Oh~ You nro 
giving the shD\:Y a;,vay. 

:i\I"'. COLLIN·s: I arn giving n1Jthing a1vay. 
r_rhi3 1110asnre \Vould haxe been on the sf,atuto
book long Q10, but for the ohstr1J.ction of 
a.nothe,·. bran~h of the Legislature, but that 
obstruction has been removed. Do ho 11. 

members imagine that local government exists 
t.a cart a load of stone.s and tin it in a ho]o 
in front of some alderman's residence? Do 
they not know that we owe our Local Govern
ment Act to n large extent to the late Sir 
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Samuel Griffith a man who helped to teach 
L~P long as:,'o, I\ hen I W<L-l .-:_ :r CLing n1an, l:;, 
advisint~ Jll;? in his LJnivorsitv Extension 

to ;.:cad those socifd scio.ncc~ sBrif's of 
1vhich are in onr Pa-dia1nentary 

Lib1·ar;,r . .dc~ding with local go' crnn1ent and 
1nnny otl~er nuttters. An.d . et hon. mcn1bcrs 

;.1o~i~~r: ~aug~1 ·whon I PT\ tha+ _l("'Ca! a11thori-
~ ,. Ll na\' ~ denl Y. uh tne unom-

problnm txpcct these 
c-,nscrvativc nll, thcv 

through 
EYcryonc kno;,., :1 

c0ntn::-s L)1' Tor~-i m. 
n1cn nre there o.rl the 

QneonsLnd? I a1n pre-
that ther an not trcntv in 

\Ve are con:Jidcre·d rt"t to 
Cucc:....,n;;.land, but) 

i..ll in local govern-
i:D h? ilt to guvt'rn 

.An 0?PO::JITIO~ 1\iK .. \ID~H: \Yhy l~Dt? 

anvcne 
men -.,yho 1vPnt 

to light for tho 
ere l'atrpilyc:s? \V ill an·~one 

mojorit? of the 50,000 mr'll '~ho 
to fl·ont fron1 Qucrnsland 1vere rate-
pa~7ers? 

JVIr. COSTELLO and 0PPOSITIOX :!\1Ei\1BERS : 
Yes! Yes! 

]'\1r. COLLINS: ::\o. The hon. member 
for Carnarvon is not in charge of a regi
n1ent now. I-Ie is only a private amongst 
many other privates, a,nd ho ought to realise 

lib·: Coll1:ns.l 
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that fact. 1hc C(Ufl'tio,,s I have ,·cferre·d 
to ,, ere uot .asked of tho mpn '" ho \vent to 
defend the Empire. But now the very men 
1vho fought fu:· the Err;pire w·oulcl be -ct~nie.d 
a Yote b:, lwn. JTICinbcrs opposite in con~ 
ncction 1v.ith the govcrnrncut o: local author~ 
itie~. Let that fact be known to those 1ncn. 
The hon. n1fHnber for Carnarvon, judging 
by his interjections .. i., going to vote agalmjt 
this Jn·oposal to extend the frnnchisc-he 
i~ going to stop. the n1cn vd;o \Yent to 
defend the Empire frcnn hav1ng <1 \'Ote 
111 n1unicipal goYcrltuLC'!lt. That is the atti-

of tho consen-cl.bve elPmcnt on that 
of tho I-Iou'·C, bccc:usc members oppoeito 

are cons·~,:vative. They do not recognisG 
that ,,.e arc li v·ing in a changed \Yorld. 
Anvono would think that "C wore living 
right away back in the tin1c of Horny \-.-III. 
I am astonished at tho . oung men on that 
side of the House not supporting this 
nicasurc•, \Ve had a dc{inition of dcn1ocracv 
from the hon. member for Alrort. Accord
ing to the views of that hon. member, 
Judas Iscariot, who \Vas in po~session of 
thirty pieces of silver a !tor he betrayed the 
Nazarene \vould be able to purchasP a corner 
alloLJJC'nt and haYc a Yote, 'vhile the 
N azareno ·,vas put on the cross. According 
to thcit· ideas, no 1nau has brains unlc ,s 
ho owns property. \Vhy, ~o1no of tht~ ver.v 
gre. test thinkers the \\Or le! has known did 
not Dwn auv propertv. \\ce rnav be able to 
produce an~ IfdisOn ln QuoenslfnHl as ti1ne 
rolls but he '"m!ld not be given a. 
Yote lw O\Vncd property. A rna n 
whD pcx.:;"esscs a facnlt:v vvhich will be of 
uo::.o to mankind.,. f-~honld not be denied the 
opportunity to cx0rcise 1 hat faculty. But 
rnenlhcrs oppm_;iU_1 VYc:.uld pre cnt such a 1nan 
fron1 having a say in tho govcrnn1ent of the 
citv of Brisbane or the to "t·n of Bow on. Ivi
fri2nds opposite should rend about f::OillG o~f 
the Torld's grc- tc.-3t thi nkLt'S. and if they do 

will find th0v did not ahva vs worrY 
own1nrs propCrt:v. \i\That the~~ \vorric~l 

:1bout W<tS the dcvclonincnt of human 
prop:rcss nnd advancing the intcrf1 Sts of Inan
klnd Th hon. nwmbcr for Albert made 
n~fcr.once to Ull(':J.l'11C'd increment. rfhot 
term '\as greatly used at the time of Sir 
s~mucl Griffith in connection with the 
Dutton Land Act. In fact. the idea in regard 
h taxation by local authorities on the unim
proved values emanated from the Hon. IV. 
St.ephcn!', v.ho novv occupie-s a scat in the 
Upv r Hou e. It was at thttt time tha.t 
taxation was imposed on the unimproved 
vldue of land in regard to local rmthorities. 
Tho hon. member for Albort, as I say, mado 
reference to unearned incren1ent, the incre
ment which ho argued was earned bv the 
people who arc in the po,ition of employers, 
And he saicl the ~rows then gathered round. 
1 !mderstand that the crows are carrion 
birds-birds of prey. But there rs another 
bird which is greater than a crm\, it is 
ealiAd a yulture, and it is so big and 
powerful that it is able to swallow the crow. 
\Vhen I hear hon. members in this House 
referring to a section of the cornmunit,v 
as crows or carrion birds, I begin to ask 
1nyse1f, "i\m I jn ParlialnEmt, or w-hore an1 
I?" The hon. mernber quoted Ruskin on 
this subject. I also will quote Ruskin for his 
information. Ruskin somewhere says that 
" Low thouf'hts can only emanate from low 
minds." and I say that quotation is appli
cable to hon. members who refer to a certain 
sPction of the community as nomads or crows. 
The hon. membor also referred to certain 

[MT. Collins. 

people as loafers or birds of passage. Does 
t1H! ho11. n1Cm.ber refer to those persons v:;·ho 
haYe through force nf circuinstanccs to 
tl'HY('l :rou1 place to n1aco !n order to _g~t 
a liYc1ihootl '? If he cloP", ho\V be gets Into 
Pc!rlint !· is a 1n~.,:~tery to n1e! Consider
ing the inslllt" thot he hurls at the heads 
of the wor~,;:er"' and the IYay he talks about 
dcrnocrac, I can11ot n:ndE'rstand how he 
ha~, 1nanaf~cd to secure his election as a 
Jl!cmbor o£ this House. Under the present 
Lc)('al ~.\uthoritics A_ct, a nutn can ha,Tf' three 
Y(F·:-:. Is thnt don1ocracy? 

The liO:'IIE SECRl::TAHY: Three in eYer) 
~ 11irc. 

~Ir. COLLII~S: Three in ovcrs shire in 
y, hich he oy;ns proyorty. And that ~s 
called '· deuJOcrncy !" In tho face of sucn 
facts it i,; not surprising th~t a ·"dl-kno·;·n 
\vritct' " Oh dc1nocracv, I shout for 

" for dcn1ocra~~,- too, if that 
clcmoemcY. Hon mcmboi·s should not 

ia1aginc for ono n1onu:mt in disc:ussing .a 
quc~tion of thjs nature that Brisbane , IS 

QueC'n,,land. L_;,,,~ful work can bo don-re by 
1 he kc cl authoritic' in the ennntry. l am 
not one of those who imagine for one moment 
that any danger is going to happ_cn to 
dC:!llOcrac· ln gcncra.l by tho broadening of 
the £ranch is c. I o 111 one of those 1ncn \vho 
u~Pd to ~taiJcl at the strPet corners al!d ad!ro
('atc ono adult olle votn in connectiOn -vv1th 
Parliv:ncntary elections. \Ve ,,·ho. ach·o
r1tl'd that principle \Vcrc ,,-oung n1m1 111 those 
da,- , and we th.o.u;-~ht that ,.dlCn \'iJO had got 
one adult Oll8 vote \\"(~ f 

1 '0tdd S\Y0Cp QueE'·flS

Janc\ >tnd the CornuomYr:llth, and thnt there 
IYDUld ~)(' rrori ( 1 ~ in Parli:Jatent.. Lnt 
that dream not b, ~?n rcali",ed. 

~ir. ELl)HL'\STOXF.: _-\ rn:J.ny of your 
dr0an1s ha \-c not been 

::Hr. A maEv of our 
drca!Yl:S L: an cl La ,.e be0n 
pl;-:ccd rrhc hon. lTI 'TI1-

ber for vt•r)r young in po]jtics, 
thou:;:·h he b" old in voars, but ho has 
not ~c~-=:n any tt-e planks ~he- ha,., ad:·ocated 
placed on !he etaJub-book. I ha:c ln·ed to 

' sec lllHYn"' of the reforn1s that I ad.;ocah~d ~n 
mv vot;th placed upon the ftatute-boo~c 
This 'i<;:; one of the reforms \VC advocated 1n 
our ,-outh. nnd this is one of the reforn1s 
tl•!lt 'we are now g-oing to sec placed on the 
statutc-bcok. It is quite true that we hcwc 
,nitcd long to see this brought about, but 
it ha.s cornc at la:3t, and no thanks to our 
friends opposite. They ahva:c s put me in 
mind of " granite mountetin. vVe know. th~t 
the wearing aw:ty of a granite 1:nounta1n 1~ 
a verY -s]Dw proce,;-,", and the wr,anng away or 
those' old fos.c1]isC'd ideas \t-h1ch they repre
sent takes as long a.s it l ~.k\1 nature ~o 
wear a way ;. granite mountain. But still 
tht-? arc wearing away, and althonrrh 1t .. nuty 
haYc taken ~Years to bring about th1s rctorm, 
i: has ('onw at. le•t. The Homo Secretary 
ought to feel proud that he has introduced 
one of the most far-reaching rcforn1.;;; ever 
introduced onto Queensland. 'rt will give an 
opportunity to our young men to dcYelop
" nci. God knows. thoy \\ant plentv of oppor
tunitv-it ',vill give them an opportumt,v to 
take prrrt in th!> govcrnrnont of loc.~J aut.~or
itic". becnu~0 if the•.r haYe not suffic1cnt 
po;vprs :1nder this Bill. later on we can 
amPnd thE Bill, and give them greater powers 
'till to OLD blc them to take nart in tho 
ckvelornnent of Queensland. I· am pleased 
to think that this meaf;ure is going to have 
an easy po~sage, not only through this House, 
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but throngh the other C\a;nber. I am plc a,, d 
to think that vvc have lived to 'c" the da.v 
v.-hcn tbis rnvasure of reform -..vil1 ho placo~l 
on the statute-book. as it will give the pcoplo 
i:n the different local f'C'ntrcs thP right to 
go,~Q_·n thc·ln~elYcs as they think flt. 

At 8.45 p.m., 

Mr. POLLOCK relieved the Spca' er t11 the 
chair. 

:\Ir. :\IORG.\;..r The hem. mem-
lwr "ho hn.s just his scat has, no 
doubt.. ]f't the cat ont of the bag, IYhcn he told 
l!•S that OtlC of the IHinr1pal l't'asons for this 
Bill \"P1S to settle tho uncn1ploy("~d qnc:5tiDn. 
Ji>,-idcntlv tlH-) GoYcrnrnPnt ha.yc failPd in 
that dire~ctic:1, and rnisrrably failed, and no·.,T 
the~' are looking to thP local ant.horitios to 
get them ·.Jut of the mire. I listened very 
"ttoutivclv •o th<> Homo Secrl'tarv when ho 
endcaYon1·cd to explain this Bill.-

Tho IImiE SECHETARY: I did not attempt 
to explain this Bill; I was dealing with tho 
principle. 

Mr. l\lORGAK: It was vour dutv to ex
plain tlw Bill. At any rate, I listened very 
a.ttrntiYP-ly, 8nd I YVfl·:c, Ycry rnuch di,<tp
pointcd ·with the <'Xplanation. The Minister 
li rcl as an ilhFtratlon :\c\' Zealand. but 

did not take this 1-Iousc fullv int!) hi~ con
-,·hen dt:aling ·with 1-h.Ut dominion. 

The H 0:\!E SECRETARY: I on 1.v referred to 
tlw fraucbis(~. 

-~\l_r. :VIOHGA:\: The bon. n1crnbcr did not 
t-::11 n; tl1at, n1 r!'spPct of \onns and the in-
ClT 1 "0 of tho-:o IYho had a rcsidenc3 
qwdification ere not a.l1c:wcd to Yote. 

The ITo::'ln:: SECHE'L\.TIY: Yon are \ rong. 

~Ir. :\TORGAK: I an1 rirrht. I hasn the 
lH'rP. Tho hon. rnrrnbcr also did not 

that in Kew Zealand a, councillor is 
to be elected chairrnnn or rnttyor, 

that is not ,,o under this BilL 

Th I-ToJ.IE SECRE:'ATIV: I onlv u:-1cd ~l .,. 

7::--al~nd a., an illtl 7·trntion in rCgard to the 
f t'a.n~hisc. 

;:<.Ir. iiiORGA='J: \Ye claim, natur,..lly. that 
the qualification of a councillor -honld bo 
sufficient to enabi" hin1 to st~nd for the 
position of chajrman or lTirt)'"Or. r:rhe Govern. 
nH?nt; by t.his BilJ, arc taking a\';<· fron1 us 
the very best people w" have for the position. 

The limiE SECRETARY: That i'' a m. ttcr of 
policy. 

Mr. 1\IORGA": Yes. and evidently it is 
the policy of the Govemment to prevent 
theso proplc occupying the pc-.>1tion of mayor 
or rhairman, ns the cn.~~C' mrry be. I \YOnld 
also like to enter a prot.::st «gains! broaden
ing the franrhisc, as rxropos0rl unci.cr this 
l11''ttsnrc. During the constrnrtion of a rn il
V.'"aV in a. <. Juntrv centre, thrrc a.re u:-uallv 
B·"J\·Cral hnndred ill en employed, and it ,, onl~l 
bf' quite possible for tho.:e n1cn t-o seize tbc 
whole council. They conlJ take possession 
of the ]oral authoritv. and if thc7 so de~ird 
it, they could ostnbfi,h baths, picture shows, 
and an~-+hiilg elsf' for thf'ir O\Yn plcae,uro 
during tho time: they were in t.hc district, 
and after ~he railwa~,. \Yas con1plcted. and 
thE' taxa.tion \vas inr.·cac.;p(l to such an ex
tent that pro)1erh· had c :tsed to have an:;· 
v-alue, the-;c people could go to s<>me other 
part of the State altogether, and the burden 
would fall on those who endeavoured to 

n1r1 kn a hon1c in the IJcahtv. The ·whole 
thing v:iil tend to depreciate tho value of 
property, rtnd that is ono of the most fatal 
tbingc3 in Queensland at the pr('sent tin1e. 
Tbo.'o vd10 come from other narts of Aus
tralia recognise that property In Queensland 
lms depreciated in value from 50 to 100 per 
c, nt. during the laet five years. 

;'dr. BHEXNAX : Quite wrong. 

?.Ir .. ~lORGAN: I am not gcing to say 
that there arc not isolated cases "\vhere land 
may have gone up in v-ah18, but, taking 
(luccn-;land, as a whole, all property, whether 
1~ "' l~ndcu proputy or other property, has 
aepr0c1ated l!l value up to 100 pc.· cent. I 
kno-,, land on the Downs that ca.n bo bought 
for one-half the value placed on it in 1914. 
Look at Cocil Plains! Cecil Plains was 
boug·ht for £2 an acre, and that estate could 
hav-e been sold some years ago at £4 an acre 
·-100 per cont. more than was paid for it 
by the Government. Throughout the whole 
of Queensland, with the exception of isolated 
spots, I and to-day is not worth anything 
like \vhat it was. 

The Hmm SECRETAHY: Is that the reason 
vvhy the Land Court raised tho rents'! 

Me. :\.10RGAK: 1\~e know the reason why 
tho Land Court increased the rents. 

The Ho:~m SECHE'L\.RY: What was the 
r:_jason? 

:\.Ir. J\IOH.GA": Thev increased the rents 
because tho Govcrnrl1ent vYanted n1ore 
rcYcnuc>.. The hon. rnembcr in charge of 
this Dill ,'wtecl that tho increased ratos 
would b.·. paid by the people-by the masses. 

The Ho~,E SECRETARY: By the people as a. 
whole. 

}Ir. iiOHG~~l\: rro-da•.y, v .. -hon it suits the 
SL•crctary, ho tells us that it is the 
who pav all taxation, and yet only 

a weeks ago, \Yhcn we pointed out to 
the peopk that taxation had risen from £1 

2d. to £4 l8s. 9d. per head of popula-
wu w~re told be· the Premif'r and those 

···ho stumped the c~untry on behalf of the 
Labour party that it was not the people 
who paid the taxation. \Ve know it is the 
n1a.6CS; we kno1v it is tho people, and just so 
will tho increased taxation that the GoYcrn
mont have placed on the people also fall 
on the masses-on the people of the State in 
c-c:acral. 'The hon. member referred in his 
: p<cech to the milk supply of Brisbane. It 
is extraordinary that th<J Minister or the 
Gon,rnment took upon themselves to supply 
the p<,ople of Brisbane and other large centres 
of population with cheap meat and did not 
tako it upon themselves to enter the milk 
industry. It may bo more important than 
meat. \Yhy have the Government thrust it 
on the shoulders of tho local authorities? 

The Hmm SECHETARY: They have them in 
X<•w Zc·..tlan<l. 

An HoxouHABLE MEJ\IBEH: Or hospitals. 

J\Ir. ?.IORGA:\T: Yes. The Government 
natioualised tho Brisbane hospital. 

Tho Hmm SECHETAHY: It came on us 
whether we liked it or not. You know that 
is not tnie. 

:\Ir. ]\I ORGAN: The hon. member knows 
that the Brisbane Hospital is a. charge on 
ev-ery man, woman, and child in Queensland 
to-day. \Vhy, then, should every other not 

Mr. Morgan.J 
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be nationalised? We people in the countrJ· 
a.re comnclled to contribute not only to our 
own hos!Jitals to keep them np to date-and 
we do it willingly-but alw towards the 
upkeep of the Brisbane HospitaL 

The Ho1rE S; :nETARY: The people pay 
t\1:·:-thirds of the 1vhole lot, .anyway. 

~L. MORG-.'l.N: The people in the city 
all tll~: phuns, and the people in the 

a stone. VVe had a dcfir1ition 
from tho hon. member for 

Is it dcn~rocracy for tho 
GoYe.rn1nent occupy the T rcasury bonche3 
vvhcn Hwv ha.Yo a 1ninorit'"? The hon. n1emw 
ber kno1v~s that he is occupying tho Treasury 
benches und·er fabc pretence', and that this 
Bill is being pbc .;cl befor•' uo under false 
p1·ett '1C ·~~. lt i~ o~1C' of the chief planks of 
the L~bour party's platform that the people 
shall haYo an opportunity, if they so desire, 
to hr:.Yc .cL rcft'rendun1 on the question.~ 

The IIO::\lE S:::::cnET.~RY: Y\Te are satisfied. 

"\Ye knov1r tbat tho Govern~ 
!11(11~ s 'tisfled so long they 

Treasury benches. It take 
to dr~ g the l1on. fl'oln 

benches a.ncl ·!:s 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : 
~Ir. 

thElt 
Thr:y 

put :on 

J~r. :VJORGAK: They 
n.nd had the rolls becu in a 
had the ":~1'\sts r )t Ti~en 
recoTdccl their \~otes, Y>C 

rnajotity and bt:~:n In p0'''30Sc~ion tl:.e 
Go.,·crnrner..::; benches. At a.ny rate, it is only 
~: El~~ tu t cf t~mc-pcrho.ps a fc·w 1:hort years 
-bccau:=:-o I do not anticipate that the 
Go\·ernntc:nt. arc lih::t::.ly to rt>ign, although, 

::cnoi=:e of they \Youl_cl 
not Trcasurv for one 

t}J an was necessary to 
ar{~ onl v i •:v-o cqurec::- for 

~•-l~-·t'!c honc'.st course 
coQrso. Tlu: honest course 

is to and admit th ~ t they ea nil ut 
govcnnnent of the country o.nd 

the opportunity to say 
continue. 

f\lr. PK-\SE: 1foro expense. 

Tho hon. n1ernbt .. T 

'~rhon it is a InattCl' 
l\1iniE:ter. \Yhen 1t 

to th0 country 
it is another 

rnembcr i ') not a sport 
the ri,;k. 

Ho increased his 

:tir. 1\tiOBG .. A.X: The Govcrnn1er..t 
stue of -'\inning fift.Y~two seats this time, 
vet they came back with a bare ma.jority 
of four. The pooplo voted against this Biil 
and the policy of the Government, and not· 
,,-.-ith,tanding that they are endeavouring to 
fore their pl'Ogramme on tbe electors who 
ha YC a 1ready voted against then1. I under~ 
stood that democracy meant one principle 
in particul::1r-that is, rna}ority rule. \Ve 
find to-day that we are having forced upon 
us planks of the Labour party's platform--

'Iho DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order ! 

[Mr. Morgan. 

Mr. MORGAN: \Ye are having- forcoclupon 
planks of the platform '"'hich the people 

turned down. 

The DEPGTY SPEAKER : Order ! 
Ode-·! I hope the hon. member is going 
l ) <jbcn n1y caJl to order. I ask hin1 to deal 
;;,ith the Bill before the 1-Ioui'e. 

I\lr. I\JORGAN: I \\ Jul,l like to sea tho 
G-oYcrnrnent ha~,ro an opportqnity of with~ 
drav;ing thia Bill alto0·ethcr und sub1nitting 
it to the peo1Jo bofore it beco1nes lavv. They 
h.,~,vc a. right to be consultr'd. Liquor refonn 

·as iruportant enough for the Gnyernrnent 
spend £20,LuJ on a rofercndun1 on it, and 

in n1J cp-iuion, is 1noro in1portant still 
is rnoro i1nportant that the people's 

chould be obtained bt•fore a Bill of 
kind is plact'd on tb:: statuto-book. 

l'"nrlo1· tlto Bill th8 local authorities will b0 
able to rate just as they cle~irc. There is 
~o!.ne protection at present, but this Bill i& 
JOing to leave unp1·otectecl thoeo per ~ons 

llc vo worbd hard and have been thrifty 
pI ace in the hands of those who 

ancl their brcrtd. 
those who have 

thel r old age 
without 

pen;; ion, 

I' Ir. T, R. RonERTS : 1: ou ( ·~11 get a vot.~ 
ocrupying a house, by gctbng a 
land. 

Mr. MORGAX: Exactly, you ha Ye only 
to pay the rent on a pjc82 of land. A 
great nu1nber of Yri\~Bs in this State have a 
-..:ote because they are interested. in th:e 
property. Many husbands who O'.Vn property 
put some of it in the names of their wives, 
with a .-i"·" to the wife having a vot,. I 
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intend to oppose this motion. I do not wish 
to a pologisc ior the attitude I take un. So 
far ns 1ny electorate is concerned, 90 per 
c~nt. of thoso who voted for the Labour 
candidate are not in faYour of thi' Bill. 
At least 90 11e1 cent. of the Labc.urites are 
011 the municipal roll and oyery one of those 
who ane ent1tlcd to a Yote is a<rainst this 
particular Bill, as I am. o 

Mr. \\T:\'STAKLEY (Qw:enton): T desire 
to make a few brief comments on this Bill 
before it goes to a ,-ote. I have listened 
with " good deal of interest to the debate. 
nnd the 1najority of so-called arguments 
which ha,·e been put forward I have been 
listening to as long as I can ren1emher. 
They were. the sallle argun1ents, used in 
n1uch the sa1ne wav and in the sa1ne words 
as 1.vcre used in co'nnection with the Parlia~ 
ll -·ntary franehisc. As evidence of that. I 
would like to CjUOto one or t"·o speeches 
wh1ch ap1?earcd 111 •· Hansard" Yolumo lxxi., 
1894. Th1s was when the question of adult 
suffrage \YUs being discussed .and the narlia
mentan· franchise was being dealt with in 
much t'ho san1e n1anner as the local autl{ori
tics franchise is being discuss·ed now. rl1ho 
Colonial Secretary at that time C:l!Ir. Tozer), 
d:scus~111g this question, -~·aid-

" I should like to we the whole colonv 
equally repn::·'SCllted. But \VO are in a 
traHsition stage; and until wo get n1ore 
people in our vast territory it \vould be 
a Jangetou~ experiment to ~go away fron1 
·what cxpenence has shown u·~.-namely. 
that the to"t of a man's ability and 
capacitv to acquire and to keep that 

liich , he has is the property he 
l'JOSSt'SSC'S." 

He might ha,·e added the good old rule-the 
simple plan-" He who has the power should 
get, and he should keep who can." It is 
<1nitc evident the political predecessors of 
hon. gentlemen who sit opposite set thorn an 
example they. are still following, and pro
n.dcd them. \nth arguments which they are 
st1!I repoatmg; they are ingrained ideas, 
eVIdentl,-. that the only test which has to 
be applied to a man or woman is that the•.
must have acquired property. It. is, as 
T·cnny•on said, "Property, property, pro
perty, that 1s what the horse's legs sa\ to 
me." Evidently no application can be made 
to a man for the qualification of the franchise 
but that of hrLYing acquired either land or 
property in some shape or form. He go·es 
0n to say-

" I never look at it as an allotment 
vote. It is a token that by a man's 
wisdom in the past he has been able to 
aoq_uire and keep and lay by something, 
;vh1ch shows that he is a good and 
mdustnous member of society." 

Ho was not only an opponent of adult 
suffrage, but he was an advocate of one 
n1an ha Ying tLS many votes as ho had allot
ments in the Yarious electorates of the State. 
If he owned an allotment in the whole of the 
se,·onty-two electorates at that time, thi~ 
individual was arguing that he had a right 
to a. vote in every electorate in the State 
if he could get into those ·electorates and 
record his votes; and in a great number 
of instances he got into quite a number of 
electorates and recorded his plural votes. 
He go·cs on-

" No doubt when greater wisdom fol
lows the spread of education the logical 
result will follow, that property will 

1920-z 

not count and that cvPryon" \vill haYe 
a Yotc." 

\Ye contend that the <:oduc.ation and the 
enlightenment \Yhich have followed have 
brought about a time whon not only should 
a man have a vote for the election of mem
bers of Parliament, but he should have a 
Yote aho for the election of municipal 
bodies. Another inclivi.dual speaking on the 
second reading of the Elections Act Amend
ment Bill (:).1r. Barlow, Minister for .Lands) 
said-

'· I a1n not speaking in a controversial 
spirit, but with a drsire to elicit the 
truth. I say that every motion proposed 
hero, C'Yery 1nossage recomn1ending a 
Biii, show•, that we, and '\·e alone, are 
the kc·.,pers of the public purse; yet 
from the House which deals with the 
fmanccs, the influence of propert.v is to 
be dirninated. If ono could come here 
from another plctnet and be told that 
the influence of property was studiously 
<•xcluded from tho House which has the 
sole povvoJr of taxation, he would reg·ard 
it as inosl a.bsurd. If this manhood 
suffrage-this vote to a man because he 
is a man-is to be given, why not giYe 
it to men with different colour(;d skins? 
\Ye am told that the simnle fact of a 
n1an b{'ing a hun1an being is sufficient 
to entitle him to vote, whether he is 
worthy or unworthy. clev(;r or stupid. 
If we admit that, why not give a YOte 
to a boy twenty years of age '! \Yhy 
is the colom divided into electoral 
districts'?" '"' 

As a matter of fact. we have m·idently 
progrc~·.;::;cd sinc·e that , tirne, bccaus0 votes 
haYe been giyon to boys le"S than twenty 

ears of age, for tho par1i a1nentary £ran
at any rate IIe proceeds-
" To conserY·e locfll interects, to facili

tate th,, identification of yoters, and to 
bring about the equalisation of represen
tation. If local intc>rosts arc to be cor 
servC'd, \vhy should a man with ~rr 
irnrnense interest in an electorate hav _, 
no voice in regulating the affairs of 
that district simply because ho doe.' not. 
happen to live there? \Vhy should he 
be ouhotcd by any man who hflppens 
to have liYod in the district six mo'lths 1 

I am not saying that any man should be 
\Yithout a vote; I belieYo it ,,, ould be 
a good thing if we could get every man 
on the roll. But whv should not the 
property interest in th-e propPrty-tr).xi:~1g 
House ha Ye some representation!" 

\Ye have ad,-ancod a good deal since that 
tin1e, but evidently not far enough. It goes 
to show that the same arg·urnenl which were 
used thirty, forty, and fifty yc;a,·s ago are 
still bejng used; in a differe11t connectlon, 
but norie the less it shows that tho idea 
which prerai!od then still 1 ·re·;nils in tho 
minds of gentlemen who sit C'!JIJO,ite. Here 
is a quotation from a speech of I.ir. Dicksnn, 
,,,ho was thr Secretary for Rail wnys-

" I take it that a man with a large 
establishment in Brisbane or any other 
electorate-a man with a family residing 
in another electorate-is a valued citizen, 
and has a perfect right to claim a voice 
in the representation of those electorates 
where he has interests. His presence and 
industry 'are large factors in encouraging 
the prosperity of the districts with which 
he is connected, and in that light alone 
-you may call it a thrift vote if you 

Jlfr. W instanley.] 
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like-he has a right to be recognised in 
the progress he has inCJ.ividually made 
and the progTess he has imparted to those 
districts." 

Then, a member of our party, Mr. Dunsford, 
said-

" He may be a gambler or a retired 
burglar. 

"The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is 
a very extreme view. I am placing it 
in a matter-of-fact light." 

Then, the Secretary for Public Instruction 
said-

" I want every elector to give me some 
evidence of his bona fides as a citizen. 
If a man comes over the border and staYS 
for six months, or stays three months in 
one colony and three months in another 
and that is considered sufficient evidenc~ 
of bona fide residence--

" Mr. Hoolan : He deserves a vote 
whether walking or ,,itting. 

" The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRL:C
TION : It is not a question of deserts. 
A man who has not any vote or property 
may be an infinitely better man than the 
richest Croesus that over lived. But it 
is not ,a question of moral worth, but 
one of con'lmon sense." 

We find to-night that it is not a question of 
moral 'vorth; it is not a question of Intul 

hood or womanhood, but a question of pro
perty. If a man is not a property-owner or 
IS not a ratepayer, then the argument of 
hon. members opposite is that he has no 
right to ·a vote in this particular connection. 
Our contention is that he has just as much 
right to vote in local authority affairs as we 
arp1ed in those days that he had a right 
to have a vote for a member of Parliament. 

In the next place, just as the fears that 
were expressed in. bygone days about people 
havmg the parliamentary franchise have 
f'Tidc~tly not como to pass, so I arn inclined 
to thmk that the fears which have been 
exr resscd by hon. me1nbers opposite about 
the revolution wh_ich !s likely to take place 
If the franchise IS given to all adults m'e 
entirelv unfounded, and the probabilities are 
that the hcpes and expectations of some 
people who take the opposite view will not 
h0 realised either. I certainlv think that 
some changes and some influ0"nces for the 
hotter will take place : ~ut I am very doubt
ful whether any startlmg reformation will 
take place even when the franchise is granted 
to all adults in a particular local authority 
area 

A good deal has been s,aid as to whether 
all adults should have the vote or not. The 
argum.ent has been used over and over again 
that they should not have a vote in connec, 
tion v:ith local government, for the simple 
reason that they are not ratepavers. Yet it 
has been practically admitted this afternoon 
by hon. members sitting opposite that rates 
a;·e not paid by the owners of property in 
nme cases out of ten, hut bv the people who 
occupy those properties, and that everv adult 
in ~hP communitv contributes either directly 
or m directly to the upkeep of the community, 
and as a consequence has a perfect right 
to have a sav as to how the oommunitv shall 
hP governed, and how the laws sh.all be 
administered. 

A good deal has been said in reference to 
the unearned increment which accrues to 

[Mr. Winstanley. 

land; and the hon. member for Albert and 
the hon. member for "Windsor both made very 
laboured attempts to try and prove that the 
value that accrued to land was the result, 
not of the industry and the work of th<> 
population of the State, but as a result of 
CPrtain individuals who came first into the 
country and took up land, and began to 
make use of it. If that were the fact, there 
might be something to say for it; hut it is 
e,n absolute fact which cannot be disproved, 
and which certainly cannot be overthrown, 
that there is a value which accrues to land 
entirely apart from the improvem<mt of it
the unimproved value that accrue·· to land 
which ha, not ,a ha'porth of Jmprove
ments made upon it. or anv labour I.Jestowed 
upon it. What gives value to lund in a 
place like Brisbane is not the individual who 
came to Brisbane in the early days and 
either started a factory or shop, or even 
began to cultivate the land. If Brisbane had 
remained an agricultural comm.unity, jt cer
tainly would have been of very littlE• worth 
at the present time: but the 180,000 people 
who are crowded within the radius of Bris
bane have given Brisbane land the value it 
has at the present time; and, if those people 
disappeared. the value of th(· land would 
disappr·ar with thorn. We do not need to 
dra'v on our imagination at all for cases of 
that description. There is more than one 
town in Queensland where that has been the 
case-whore a la_rge number of people have 
congregate<l and worked for years in the 
particular locality and then loft it. I know 
son1e snch p1aces ·where vacant fl 11otments
some of them not froeholds. but only resi, 
denco areas-a vorv slender title in the esti
mation of some )oeople-have been worth 
£200 and £300 for a ±-acre when the popu
lation was there. )i'ow that th0 population 
has gone the •ame allotmenb could be got 
b,, merely paying the rates due on them, 
without paying any price whatever for the 
land. The simple explanation i' that the 
population has disappe,arPd. The hon. mem
beJ· for Albort spoke of birdo; of passage, 
and some other members of nomads, referring 
to the men who did the work-the men who 
ha.ve not been fortunate enough to get a job 
all the year round in one partirnlar place, 
whirh ic, impossible in a place like Quoons
l,and, for the simple reason that our s0asonal 
occupations make it necessary for those men 
to work six months in ono place, three 
months in another. and perhaps one month 
in another. Yet hon. gentlemen opposite 
say that these nomads have no rights and 
no privileges so far as the municipal fran
chise is concerned. My contention is, that if 
these individuals were to leave the State 
altogether. the State would be so much the 
poorer. \Vhatover name you give them, 
thp;e are the men who do tbo work of thA 
State, and they certainly haYe an interest 
in it. and a right to have some say in this 
particuhr connection. "C"nder existing con
ditions it is ft '"ell-known fact thnt men not 
only are deprived of a vote. but other 
people have got three votes. and some of 
them more-it jnst depends on thf' value of 
their property. The hon. member for Albort 
said that he did not think that the triple 
n,tee which are held bv neople in some 
localities make ono iota of difference in the 
result of elections. I be<; to differ from that 
sl<.tement. I know an instance where double 
and trinle votes. amounting to 126, were 
practically in the hands of one individual, 
and he recorded those votes just as he chose, 
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and the consequence was that whoever he 
wanted to see in the council was put there. 
By interjection this afternoon, the hon. mem
ber for Bulimba asked, " Couldn't the tenant 
get the vote if he wanted it?" He certainly 
cou!d if he went before the owner of the 
property and paid the rates, and then 
deducted the rates from his rent. But I 
have known instances where a tenant has 
boon keen on getting a vote, and where he 
has found, perhaps, four or five weeks' rent 
and paid the rates, but before the election 
came round for him to have an opportunity 
of recording a vote, he was out of the house 
altogether. 

2\Ir. BEBBIKGTOK: Alter the law to give the 
resiClent a vote. 

Mr. WI="fSTAKLEY: If vou altered the 
law every day in the week, there are 
individu<tfs belonging to the same political 
category <tS thE· hon. member who "·ould find 
mrans of getting through or round that law. 
When we sat in opposition and wanted to 
alter tho law, the l1on. member for Albert 
who was then in charge of the Loc:tl Authori: 
tics Bill, point blank refused to accept our 
amendments. I n;ovecl an amendment myself 
m 1912, when s1thng on the opposite side, to 
pronde for what has been included in this 
Dill, but hon. member' opposite would not 
then listen to it. 

At 9'.20 p.m., 

The SPEAKER rcsu med the chai1·. 

Mr, WIKSTAKLEY (continuing): Later 
nu. I mo,~cd an arnendn1cnt to secure house
hold suffrage, under >Yhich a householder, 
»·hetlwr he owned the hon,e or not, would 
got a Yotc. but it was defeated on di,-ision. 
Some point was raised about land being cut 
up into 18 or 15 perch allotment•,, and we 
moyed an amendment to prevent it, but the 
then Homo Secretary, the present member 
for Albct·t. distinctly said that the amend
ment could not be 'inserted into the Local 
Authorities Bill, and that the subject must be 
dcoJt with under a subdiYi•ion of land Bill. 
The amendments suggested b> bon. members 
opposite, and the arguments they haYe used, 
haYe been urged by us before when their 
ovn1 Govcrn1ncmt ,,,as in power and our 
desires were refused every time. ' 

A good deal has been said to the effect that 
ncople in municipalities would be able to 
I· ave the district and evade their responsi
bilitie'; but there aro instances of that kind 
on record in connection with people with 
fairly largo busines"es, which make it profit
able for them to be on the local authorities 
and control them for their own benefit-for 
instanc<', to got the water supplied to them 
for their mines, mills, and other industries 
at a loss price than it costs to produce it. 
These people, when it has served their pur
pose to do so, have shut up their mines and 
carted their machinery and assets away, leav
ing ,vhat is so1netin1es termed "the non1ad" 
-a.nd the man who has had his home there-to 
discharge the responsibilities, and the Govern
ment has had to come to the relief of some 
localities. For that reason, I think that not 
only the man who pays the rates, but the 
individual who !i,-es in the community, has 
the right to have a say as to who ehal! 
govern the municipality. If this Bill does 
nothing else, it will increase interest in civic 
life and responsibility. The idea seems to be 
prevalent in the minds of hon. members 

opposite that the only thing people want to 
do when they get tho franchise is to borrow 
money and spend it, and then go away and 
shirk their responsibility; but people will not 
get out of their responsibility by shifting 
from one place to another. I do not believe. 
howeYcr, that they will do anything of the 
kind, but that they wi 11 elect people on the 
board who are interested in the wellbeing of 
the municipality, and not people who are 
simply tlwre for their own interest and that 
of their friends. I know some people who are 
on the boards simply because they get busi
ness thcrcbv, in suite of the law against con
tractors getting -contracts from the local 
authoritie~, or against tradBr.S supplying 
goods, when they are members of the board. 
l belieYe that the increased civic responsi
bilitY which will be brought about, and the 
grea'tor interest of people in the place in 
which they ii,-e, will make for the betterment 
of the communit~·· 

It bas been pointed out that local authority 
work is not merely to make roads, although 
the bull<"'of the money is spent in that direc
tion, but that the health of the people should 
be looked after, and everyone is concerned 
in regard to that matter. It is well known 
that local authorities have been lax and 
negligent in regard to health matters. 

An OPPOSITION MDIBER: .\Jl local authori
ties? 

Mr. 1\T:\STA::\LEY: I am not saying all 
local authorities, but a great many of them 
haw. The bulk of the local authoritic•c; do 
not display the interest which they sho11ld do. 
The candidate >Yho says he is not going to 
jncrease the rates~ and vvill save expense to 
the ratepayers, is the man who will get 
elected. I know some local authorities which 
for year'> and years haYe only struck a 
general rate of ~d. in the £1, and where 
there arc hundreds of miles of roads, anyone 
knows how little can be done with a small 
rate like that. If the people could not afford 
to pay the rates thoro might be some excuse 
for it, but the majority of the people are 
squatters, and are well able to pay the rates. 
It has also been said that the elimination of 
the maximum rating power will be a danger
ous principle; but local authorities, like other 
people, ha vo found their way out of that 
difficulty. vYhcn the general rate was 3d. 
ir, the £1, the:y struc.k loan and healtl:! rates, 
so that the n1axinuun for the general rate 
was a farce. It should have been wiped out 
long ago, for the simple reason that ther.e 
has been a low valuatwn. In some mumcl
palities they could not get enough. from the 
rates to meet the necessary expend1ture from 
a 3d. or a 6d. rate, so I do not think much 
harrn is o-oing to accrue from the alteration 
of the n1baxjmum rating po\ver. One desir
able improvement which will be made will 
be that the health of the people will be 
better looked after than it is now. We will 
not find what are nothing more nor less 
than fever-breeding beds, which the Govern
ment ·department has previously had to deal 
with. Something has been said with refer
ence to open spaces, and it is essential in 
Queensland that no town should be so closely 
built upon that there are no breathing spaces 
for the people. But in some of the suburbs 
of Brisbane land has been sold by Liberal 
Governments in days gone by to such an 
extent that local authorities, and, in some 
instances, pri,-ate indi,-iduals, have had to 
collect subscriptions to buy back land from 

Mr. Wimtanley.] 
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priv<Jt' ownces for bee a thing sp3ces, and 
conditions liko that are nothing less than a 
public ~candal. People wanted to get all the 
land and keep it till it increased in value, 
and then to practicallv levv blackmail on the 
rest of the community be. selling the land at 
a gre<It I y increased price. There are not 
nearlv e'nough reserves in Brisbane at the 
preoent time. Something has also been said 
about control being exercised a.~ to where 
people were allowed to build There are 
houses within 3 miles of where we are to
night \vhich are not a foot above high-water 
mark or spring tide. They arc close to a 
tidal creek \vhere tho stench in sun1mer time 
is <Jbominable, and the land after a shower of 
rain or high tide is just like ,a sponge. 
By and by ·ome of the people will find them
se1vcF in d y·cry bad condition; but the:,~ vvlll 
sav that the r~sult is due to a visitation of 
ck;d. instervd of their own neglect in not 
keeping on higher ground. 

[9.30 p.m.] 

If the local authorities have not pmver now 
b df'al "~ith that matter, I hope tha.t when 
the Consolidation Bill is brought in, power 
will be given them to control "uch matters. 

Manv mc.nbcrs opposite think that sub
sidies ~ught to be paid to local .autlwr~ti~~, 
and it is a well-known fact tha1 substdtes 
used to be paid to them, but thev were dis
tributed in such a \vay that people \,·ho 
needed the money most got the least. The 
resnlt was tha-t a Liberal GoYennncnt came 
to the conclusion that the subsid.'' principle 
"as a bad principle, and dociderl H1a,t the 
people of each locality should raise the money 
thcv required themselvco. The mmw7 local 
authori tics ;-ot from subsidies w"s anything 
bnt \Yell spent in n1any instanc0~. I do not 
think the subsidy principle \vhic'J was then 
cstablishecl is a good principle. 

There is another point in connection with 
the Bill \vhich has not been touched upon by 
previous speaker~, and that i.s the power 
which local authorities will have under this 
measure to remit the rates of old-age pen
sioners. At the present time, in some places 
there are old-age penBioners who own their 
own homos, but find it a difficult task to save 
enough money from their pensions to pay the 
municipal sanitary and water rates. The plea 
of local authorities in such case" has always 
been that they have not the pmYer to remit 
the rates on such properties. "Gndet this Bill 
they will have that power. It may not be 
necc,sarv that the rates should be remitted in 
8Y8f:V case, but in CfLS8S \.\'here old~age pen
sioners cannot afford to pay that money, it 
will be a boon to them to be relieved of the 
liability. vYhen an old-age pensioner owning 
property has passed away, the local authority 
will be careful to see that anyone else who 
takes possession of the property will pay the 
rates, unless they hitve been remitted. 
I quite admit that councils in some cases 
have done good work. At any rate, they 
have done their best under existing con· 
ditions, but if they are given more power 
thev will do more and better work. I cer
tainly think that the sanitary system in force 
in a place like Brisbane, with a population 
of 180,000, is nothing less than a public 
scandal. A city of such importance should 
have a very ,different sanitary system from 
that which is now in force, and I imagine that 
the reason there has not been a change made 

[Mr. Winstanley. 

in that S';stem is that the ratepayers have 
not interDBted or concerned themselves in 
the matter. As a rcslllt of that want of 
interest, the city has drifted into a condi
tion under which they have not t.he neces,ary 
convenie<1ces of civilised life. 

Hon. \Y. H. BARNES : Is that matb3r not 
under the control of the ·water and Sewerage 
Board? 

Mr. \VINSTAKLEY: ?\o. 
Hon. vV. H. BAR)lES: They have to do with 

the sanitary service. 

Mr. WI:\STA='!LEY: They may have to 
do that now, but the present system is a. 
legacy from tlw municipality. 

Hon. vV. H. DARXES: They arc seeking now 
to put it right. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: If the Government 
of w.hich the hon. member for Bulimba was 
a mPmber had undertaken to do the work, 
and had done it, the probabilities are that 
things might ha vo been very diff orent from 
v hat they arc e.t the present time. The 
present sanitary ss.:;tem is ccrta.inly not a 
Cl edit to a big city li]u) Brisbam•, !tnd the 
:rnnnicjpal councit might have done much 
better in this rec;pect. 

\Vith rog•nd to the propose,d alteration in 
t.ho system of electing mayors or chairmen 
of local authorities) I kno\v that in a very 
large number of instances, though the mayor 
I:o supposed to be elected at the first meeting 
a.ftee the election of aldermen takes place, 
fl s .a matter of fact, in many jnstances a 
caucus meeting is held before the first meet
ing of the council takes place, >1nd the man 
VYho is the best underground engineer and 
cm do the most idriguing get., elected as 
mrtyor. That is not a p:ood thing for the 
people. I think it should be left to the people 
themselves to elect a mayor-the man they 
believe will fill the position most croclitablv. 
There are any number of men appointed ~s 
ma;vors who de riot display very much ability 
in that posttion, and I think that if the adult 
electors had the opportunity of choosing the 
person who was to occupy that position, in 
rnne cases out of ten t.hev 1Yould elect a 
man who would be a credit to the position 
and a credit to the people themselves. For 
the re aeons I have given, I welcome this 
Bill. It is a Bill which has been advocated 
by this party for twenty years, and I believe 
that nothing l:ut good will follow in its train. 
·with the operation of such a meosure, the 
people will develop a sense of their civic 
responsibilities, and an interest in loca.l go
vernment. A better sense of responsibility for 
our civic iife is needed throug.hout Queens
land, and this Bill will enable people to 
realise that they are respon6ible ior the con
dition'' which exist in their towns and cities. 
For that reason, I certainly think that this 
amending Bill will make things better and 
brighter, make life more worth living, and 
bring about more civilising influences in the 
community. 

Mr. BRAND (Burrum): I have much 
pleasure indeed in opposing this measure, 
as submitted to the House. I do so 
because I intend to oppose any m,easure 
which has for its object the increasing of 
taxation of the man on the land. The 
Home Secretary was very moderate in his 
language and moderate in his reasons 
which he gave for the introduction of this 
measure. The whole of his argument was 
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directed to tho franrhisc. In n1y opinion, 
there is some Dthor object behind this mea
sure other than the givi11g .a vote, in local 
government matters, to the whole of the 
people of the State, and I can quote no 
better authority for \\·hat I am sa: ing than 
the writings of that great Napoleon of the 
L ;hour party, the Hon. IV. Dcmaine. That 
gentleman, in condoling with his 11arty on 
the fact that the:-· had not secured a victory, 
although they had a majority in the Hou.oe, 
pointed out that they had 14,000 votes less 
than the people opposed to Labour. l\1r 
Dernrrine stated, now that they had the 
opportunity, they could rectify this matter 
and lnako thmnscl ves se<:nre on the next 
occasion, and for that purpose he advised 
the Government to put through an amend
ing Local Authority Bill, so that the next 
local government elections could be held on 
the adult franchis0. and this would hit the 
Primary Producers' Union where it lives. I 
believe that this Bill is an attempt to hit 
the primary produc"r hard. The hon. mem
ber for Bowen said that the Bill would enable 
local authorities to tax the people and pro
vide \\·ork for the unemployed. In other 
words, th" Bill is before the House for the 
purpose of securing the seats of hon. mem
bers opposit0. They have not shown in any 
of their arguments ono instance of where 
the workers of Queensland have asked for 
this Bill to be passed. The whole of their 
arguments have been directed against the 
past policy in regard to the health of 
the community, but I say the object of 
thi" Bill is to ensure their seats at the next 
election. So far as the local authorities arp 
concerned, the GoYernn1cnt cannot sho ..v 
where those people have not endeavoured to 
do the right thing to provide work for th0 
unomplowd, or to sec that the health of the 
con1rr1unih· is -wha.t it should he. They have 
done weli' in that regard, and the Govern
mP!lt cannot char,go thPm with n0glect of 
their duty. The shires in my electorate have 
spent thousands of pounds to ensure that thn 
health of the' people is of the best; and. 
\\bile hon. members opposite may b" able to 
lay a charge of neglect of duty against some 
of the city loe-a.! authorities, I do not think 
they can hone ;t l:<· lay that charge against 
country local authorities. The Bill is going 
t0 affect tlw people in the country more 
than an~7onc else, and in affecting the country 
it is going to affect the whole State. In 
the cane harvcf!_ting scao;;on you base hundreds 
oi men coming into sugar localities, and these 
mE'n, no rnattcr 1Yhat hon. me1nbers opposit~ 
n1av sHY, do not take anY interc~t in local 
gcn:crnn1cnt n1attcrs. Th0v come into tt~. 
districts for the purpose of harvesting cane 
only. 

L\lr. GLEDSOX: You ask them to con1c. 

Mr. BR-AND: vVe mav ask them to corn<'. 
hut n1ore often they collie '' on their ovln." 

The Hmm SECRETARY: How would you get 
,·our ca-ne ha nested if they did not come'! 

Mr. BRAND: 1 say that they come, but 
t hc·c do not take any interest in local 
authority matters. 

The TREASVRER: Then the country is per
fectly safe. 

Mr. BR-AND: \Vc are perfectly safe in not 
giYing them a vote; but. if you give them 
a Yote, they will become the dominant factor 
during certain months of the year. 

The Ho}m SECRETARY: Do they stay there 
after the sugar season is oyer? 

:\Ir. IlRAND: No. 
The Hm;E SECRETARY: Then how could they 

YOte? 
l\1r. BRAND: During any election in tlw 

sugar season they -..vould have the don1inant 
vote. 

The HmrE SECRETARY: If they come back 
ever.) y-ear to cut your cane, they haYO some 
interest in the district. 

::\1r. BRAND: Thev do not come back 
Pvery year. They cm-!;o into the district to 

oLtt what they can get. They make no 
about thrrt. As far as the casual cane

cutter is concerned, he will tell you that he 
is only there to g0t what he can during tbe 
sugar sea.son and then get away. 

The Hoc.IE SECRETARY: He goes there every 
year. 

Mr. BRAI\D: The hon. member fOl' Mm
grayc has pointed out that, with the excep
tion of the adult franchise and increased 
powers in rating, there is nothing in the 
Bill granting the local authorities -any 
power that is going to be of any benr:fit to 
them, and th" hon. member for Iviusgra,-e is 
a rnan who has spent a considerable arnount 
of his ti1ne in k1cal authol'ity n1~tters. 

The HO}IE SECRETARY: He has a 'et·y fine 
little !ocn.l authority. 

:\Ir. BRAXD: He has got that 
The Ho>IE SECRETARY: He has got all the 

good land in the district. 

Mr. BRAXD : And he has the best country 
roads in Queensland, too. He is a man that 
the Government shoul-d take heed of in 
respect to some of his amendments-amend
nH nts that he regards as necc"sary for the 
better carrying out of local government. 
The hon. gentleman has stated that there is 
not much interest taken in local authorities, 
and that he, as Home Secretary, has had to 
nominate members to local authorities-to 
shire councils and city councils-and I would 
like to tell him that the apathy in local 
government matters in the coq_ntry is due 
to the fact that th<l people haYe been so 
hcaYily taxe-d by the present Government 
that thev haye to look after their own pri
vate conCerns in order to rnake a living, and 
thcv have no. time at ali for other matters. 

:Mr. CoLLIKS: How are they heavily 
taxed? 

Mr. I3RAKD: The hon. member knows 
as well as I do that this Government placed 
a largo amount of taxation on the primary 
producer. 

Mr. CoLLINS: 2:\ame one tax. 

:\fir. BRA?\D : The land tax is one, and 
increased income tax is another. Any 
measure that has for its object the heavier 
taxation of land veil! undoubtedly. retard 
production. If our people once re~hse that 
they ""re going to have a prcferentw~. mort
gage placed on their land-and the N_dmster 
evidently intends it, because he has provided 
that the rating may go up to 'any extent
then thev will be faced with the position that 
producti~n will have to be retard?d. That 
means the reductiOn of the productJOn of the 
whole countrv. and the Treasurer is going 
to feel the ~ffect of it. I think that the 
measure should fix a limit to the rating 
powers of locrtl authorities, similar to what 
thev have at present. 

The Hmm SECRETARY : What do you 
suggest? 

JYJ r. B1·mtcl.] 
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l\lr. BRA::\fD: Well, it is 6d. now. 

The Hol\IE SECRETARY : How can I raise 
the maximqm when you got round it by 
lowering the valuation? 

:Mr. BRA:'-JD: The l\Iinister allows them 
to go up to any amount under this Bill. We 
are not allowed to go beyond 6d. as a general 
rate. but the local authorities can put on 
more than 6d. by special rate'. It is better to 
Inakc sure that you aro not going to retard 
production by allowing anyone or any body 
<A irresponsibles to tax the land beyond 
what it can pay. \Ye can only stand a cer
tain amount of taxation If you 'vant us to 
produce. and the Government will find that 
the farmers aro going to take fine care that 
people who have not the interests of the 
community at heart are not going to place 
a preferential mortgage on their crops; they 
can do this by l0ssening production-by not 
cmployiug so many men-with tho result that 
the Government will find that thoro will be 
more men on the nnemploved market and 
less production, which are both bad for the 
State. 

Then, most of our Government offices arc 
not paying rates. I say that it IS unju~t 
that the privata property-Dwncrs of Queens
land should be asked to make Toads and all 
othee conveniences for a Government that 
will not pay taxes. \Ye have an example of 
it rr1ore 11articular]y in Brisbane, -vvhere large 
properties owned by the Government are 
not paying anything in rates. Yet the city 
council have to prO\·ido roads, channelling, 
footpaths, and so on all round them at the 
expense of the rate-payers_ (Hear, hear!) 
Where the Government pay a subsidy to the 
local authoritio, I can understalld that it 
may be right, but where there is no such 
subsidy I sa.y that the Government have a 
July to pay rates. 

The TREASURER: \V hat do you >vant? 

:\Ir 13HAND: We want a subsidy to 
recoup us for the losses in rates- Thoro arc 
State stations in Queensland which are not 
paying rates. In one loc_)Jity the loss of 
Tales in that wa:-, I am told, has practically 
killed one local authority. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They get 
the full amount by way of gratuit:·. 

l\h. BR A:'-JD : I think they should pay 
rates. The Government. if they arc 
entcrinp; into business, should pay rates the 
san1e as an~7 priYate individual. and not 
expect private people in the locality to make 
roads for them. (Hear. hear !) 

I hope that this measure will not go 
through in its nntirety, but that the Minister 
will, in Committee, accept amendments 
w hi eh we hope will rnako the measure more 
workable and relieve the tension on the people 
in the countrv w that thcv maY not need 
to retard proCluction. " " 

Mr. FLETCHER (Port r'urti.<): Some 
amendments that have b!'cn brought in in 
this n1easurc, more particularly those recom
mended by the local anthori ties, are, no 
donht, .-ery good, and will be of 'cry great 
assistance to the local authorities, because 
they ha ,-o been suggested by practical men, 
but there arc a multitude of reasons why 
we should object most strongly to the inno
vations of the Government, more particu
larly the alteration in the franchise and the 
proposal for the election of mavor. It is 
with those two points rather tha"D. with the 

[J!r. Brand. 

details of the Bill that I propose to deal. 
They are of a revolutionary character, and 
should have boon put to the people by refer
endum or at election time; I fool sure that 
if that had been done they would have been 
defeated by 100,000 votes. The other pro
visions of tho Bill arG of infinitesimal 
importance compared with these two, but 
before I go on to them I want to refer to 
the expense that is entailed in the alteration 
of the Toils. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It will be no greater 
than having an annual election. 

Mr. FLETCHER : W o are preaching 
economy, and it is a wrong thing to bring 
the alteration in now. Then, what is to 
become of the ratepayers who are living 
outside the areas concerned? In Port Curtis 
we ha~'e people on tlw rolls who are living 
n.wav in the North and elsewhere. \Vill they 
ha vo 'votes in Port Curtis? 

The Ho:.ITE SECRETARY: No. 

:Mr. FLETCHER : Then they will be 
Pliminated. Anvhow. I hope tho rolls will 
bo cleaner than" they were at the time of 
the la~t general State election. (Hear, hear!) 
The 1-Iomo Secrctar.v nuHlo uso of argu· 
rnrnt;:; that wcro- both irrt>lcYnnt and unsound. 
I could not posoiblv go through all the argu
ments he used. One of them, for mstanco, 
was that the general of an army was not .a 
producer of wealth. Of course noL H1s 
work is to study tactics and strategy. 

The HoME SECRET,\RY: I said tha.t he 
would not got a vote if t.hnt was his only 
qualification. 

Mr. FLE'fCHER : The hem. member 
pointed out that cyerybody did not make 
money; and he gaYe that as an instan_ce. 
The hon. member also said that an elecbon 
fo;· this House and for a loca.] authority wore 
ono and the same thing in principle. But 
thew arc totallv different. The nomad, the 
bird of pa,,ago. will havo a vote under t~is 
Bill, but he will have no stake m t.ho diS

trict at all. But even that is not the point. 
The point ~s that in some shires, to"\vns, or 
cities vou will haYe no oppot;ition at all. 
If thn1~e ha11pen to be SE'YC'Jl n1crnbors on a 
council, they 1nay be all Labour men-no 
opposition at all. In P~rliament we alwavs 

have the Opposition, Lecause one 
[10 p.m.] district counto,-acts another. You 

:may base a Labour rr1P1nber for 
Fortitude Valley and a Liberal member for 
Toowong. But in the country each little 
shire council has to work on its own. You 
may have a body of men who m,ty be most 
estimable citizens, yet they have not had 
any e>:peri enco in dealing with finances and 
handling affairs. H is absolutelv wrong to 
put them in charge of the .affairs of a 
district. They cannot get tho be't results. 

The same arguments apply in connection 
with the election of mavor. You mav have 
a man who is Ycry popnfa.r, but ha;:; had abso~ 
lutoly no expmience: he is elected becaus<" 
of his popularity. Thoro are men who will 
have a vote who arc> not ratepayers; they will 
not be concerued in the thing, and you are 
not going to get the best results. The British 
Empire has doYeloped from barbarism, 
davcry, and serfdom. and gradually has come 
clown throughout the ages to the present 
state of demoet acy. The socialist party have 
boon dominant only for the last six years, 
yet they claim that they a.ro responsible for 
all the advantage9 we enjoy to-day. If I were 
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to a.sk hon. members what >H're the most demo
cratic. nseful, and beneficial n1casurc'3 on the 
sb,tut<>-book to-drty thc'y would probably say 
that they were general cornrnd~ory Pducation, 
universal r-,u:ffragC', '-VOrkct'f/ dwellings, old
age pensions, ..:-\gricultnral Bank, Shops and 
Factories Act, State Children .\cl,, and the 
Dental Act. All those measures were intro
duced by Liberal Governments. They can
not point to any one Act introduced by this 
Gon'rnmPnt >Yhich is anything like as good 
a.; those. TheY haYo amended CPrtain Acts 
in cel'tain particulars. but tha.t 'Yas obliga
torv. Thcv mav have increased the allow
anCes to c~'rtair~ people on account of the 
increase in the cost of living. It was their 
dutv to do that; but thev have not intro
duc;,d an~-thing fresh of an,· material bene
Jit to the people. Had they done anything 
which wa.s of any use, had they made a 
fina.ncial snC'ce~s of their business, had they 
an.'· achleven1{:uts to point to, we could 
have understood it. Thev have been abso
lute failures iP eYerything they have under
taken. ?\ow they are bringing in this meas
ure, which is going to have the most dis
astrous l'f'3t!lts imaginable. The British 
Empire, of which Queensland is a part, has 
been built np on the most sDlid foundation. 
\YP luwe the law rourte, hospitals, ambu
lance,, etc., and )Deal authorities. The local 
authorities are built up on the soundest lines. 
I ha,-e often thought how well arrangnd 
everything 'vas, how they dovetailed in, what a 
fine legislation we got out of them. We 
hcnc th<> best men vou can find in the different 
shirc·s con1ing fon\~ard and voluntanly gi \~ing· 
tht best that is in them for the dovolDpment 
of those districts. \V c are going to cttst them 
all adrift. for no reason except that the 
Government >Yant to bring in this meawre '"" 
help al<Jng socialism. I know what socialism 
1reans; it is no good to th0 community .tt 
all. (Government laughte>r.) vVe must either 
advance m· go back. The Liberal GoYer:l· 
rncnts ha.ve given univcnml suffrage ard 
COll1puJsory education. rrhoso aro t\YO of the 
most detnocr2.tic measures vve ha.vc to-d='1.Y, 
\Vo art~ on 01r.:- trial- \YE' are either going to 
go right on or YYe are going to go dov:n. H 
"\VO continue to act in the '\Yav this {J.yvern
ment are .wting v. e are going to go down. 
This altorati·m in the franchise is goi10g to 
have e'\:actl.v the sa.mo result as State cnt-)r~ 
prise-the b;-,,aking down of individual ('[fort. 
Increa~Sccl taxation to make up the deficits, 
compnlsorv lNms. day labonr, all these tl1;ngs 
vvork for the same end. rr~he~/ bring nncer~ 
tainty, in~tabilit_T,~. insecurity, stag-natlGn ~)f 
trade. and ur~employment. I have no hc3itrr.
tion in saying that this is a most retrograde 
nloYctnf'nt. It is 11ons0nsical, because I rannot 
'"'' the bf'llofit, to be gained. The people arc 
not going to got bottPr results. If they were, 
I w<Juld llot oppc'c it. It will be inimical 
to the work,_·rs then1selvcs "\\"ho o1vn proneTtv· 
The1·c are workers in lTIV djstrict who -\vould 
not stand for it if it went to a referendum; it 
would go decidedly against the Government. 
r:n10 nmv ~nPn appointed 1nay go into it 
wholc-lwa.rtcdly, in an attempt to do the best 
they can; imt if they have not the ability, 
yon cannot e"pect them to do it. and it is 
going to have Ycry dire resuJtB on the conl· 
rr1unit~.·. It 1s a H1ost short-sjghted policv, 
b0cause people >Yiil stop building hDusos, and 
you ~Yill hrr YG the rents going up. It is no 
encouragunent to property-owners to build, 
and the banks will not be so readv to advance· 
mnnc.y. If you have a sound body of ffi'c'l 

administering the affairs of a local authority, 

t.lHn- have wme chance of getting money when 
they go to a bank, but if you hrwe a bo·dy 
of m<'n who haYO not had any busine'S train· 
ing or experience in finance, or in handling 
affairs, how are tl1l'y going to get the money? 
I hold no l:Jricef f':'r the wealthy landowners. 
I sa:,- tha.t the extreme wealthy man, the 
selfish man who does not recognise his respon· 
sibilities, and doeil not know how to treat his 
employees, is ,1s bad for tho com1nunity as 
thE~ extremist on the Dther side. \Ve want the 
unselfish man who rerognis(•s his obiigations 
to th~ connnunity. The trPnd of such legjs
lation as this "·ill be to drive us down into 
the depths. I view the introduction of this 
rncasurc ''"ith great soriousne~s. ~\ cro, in the 
olden davs. fiddled while Ro'no burned. Th1s 
Gon'rnr~ent is fiddling >vhile the affairs of 
this State are bei11g dragged down to destruc
tion. rrhr~ holli' is pregnant with possibiliti0'<), 
\Ye have been living in a boom period, dnd 
arc no'v facing the aftennath. There ·uo 
gmvo difficulties ahead. In the face of those 
difficultie~, ih8 Govcrnn1ent bring 111 a 
measure ot this sort, \vhich must have further 
bad effech on the communitv. There is a 
storm brewing, and we hn.ve .. made no pro
vision for it. \Vhilo the going "a.s good, and 
hn1es were prop1twus, should have 111'0-

pared for the evil clays that wNo ahead; but 
t.h1s Government have drifted like a dereli'ct 
on the ocean, and no'\v propose to bring 
about fm'ther deprc·<'ion by th0 introduc
t~on of a Jneasure of this sort. At any time 
it would be suiridal, but bringing it in in 
\he face of what we have to experience is 
nothing but pure mnrdcr. 

Mr. W. COOPER (Roscu·ood) : I think I 
heard ono member on the other side refer 
to a :'fapoleon of this side in the perS<Jn of 
::\lr. D<·mamo. I am under the impre%ion 
\Ye ha Ye another K a polt'on over there in the 
hon. member for Port Curtis~ It appears to 
me that the great argume11ts have centred 
round tht~ franchise in this Bill. I claim to 
have had a certain amount of local authoritv 
exjwrience, and I have <Jften wondered wha"t 
c"-:Ine oYer the whole communjb.' 'vhen theY 
committed to a few landh<Jldcr,, in anv 
1nunicjpa!ity, or any shire council area, thO 
right to dominate the whole of the interests 
of that particular {lrBa, and not give tho~e 
men "ho were resj1onsible for tlw production 
o£ thi> groat State an oppOl'tunity of having 
a vote upon the question as to \vhat condi
tions tllf'y should be permitted to live under. 
\Ylwn I •vas I iving in Forest Hill I had 
no Yotc for the shire cDuncil, and I con· 
tracted h ph0id fever and was five months 
in hospital rtnd had to keep my wife and 
familv all that time. That was the result 
of the neglect and dilatory methods adopted 
by the shire council in not cmnbating the 
typhoid germ6. The cases from that district 
wene the most. severe in the Ipswich Hospital 
at that time. 

Mr. FRY: \Yhat v. ere the conditions that 
existed? 

:vlr. \Y. COOPER: The conditions were 
dcfPctiYB drainage and an absolute neglect 
of the duties tbat were imposed on the shire 
council. I also happened to be a member of 
a n1uni·cipal council for ".onle considerable 
time. In that council I represented the 
workem in the plnce, not because they put 
me there, but because the men who happened 
to be fortunate enough to have a vote con· 
siclered that I had just as much common sense 
as a.uy other man whet.hcr I was a property· 
owner or not. I was the only representative 
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of the working men in that town. 'l'hc roads 
were deplorable. The children had to take 
their boots ofi and walk t0 school up to their 
knees in '"-rrt~?r, because there \vere rncn on 
the council who had four, five, or six votes 
whilst the men in the \Vorkers' part of the 
town onlv had one vote. That was how those 
men were able to place di"abilities upon those 
who were the workers in the place, and but 
for who,e presence the town would have gone 
down. \Ve hav-e heard verv much about the 
franchise not giving the ~ccurity that the 
parliamentary franchise giYes. Yet these 
men ha vc" to live under these c0nditions ; 
consequently t·hcy shDtdd have a voice in the 
making of the municipal laws and in deter
mining the conditions under which they have 
to live. If not, they might as well be put 
into a paddock and told that they are slaves. 
That is all they are-wage slaves. We find 
in local authority elections that the men who 
have all the sav arc the men who have five 
or six votes. They can return anyone they 
like. My experience has been that the men 
who have been returned have always 
endeavoured to get a road made to their own 
back doors. (Laughter.) 

An OPPOSITION ME~iBER: Did you do that? 

Mr. W. 'JOOPER : I did, as soon as I 
possibly could. (Laughter.) That is exactly 
what the hon. member would have done, and 
that is the kind 0f thing that will continue 
so long as the present c<mdi tion of things 
exids. If a man in a tDwn has four or five 
children he only has one vote, and those 
children have to live under the conditions 
that are made for them by the shire council. 
Again, \VC have in towns and shires public 
servants who are sent to those towns and 
shires and are compelled to live under the 
conditions that exist there without having 
any YDice in the local authority elections. 

:Mr. CoRSER: Aren't they occupiers? 

:VIr. W. COOPER: Many of them are not. 
Take a shifting population such as railway 
officials, wlw arc compelled to live in a 
boarding-house. They have no control over 
th0 local authorities. althongh thev may haYe 
to live alcngside a fever bed, as I had tc do 
>Yhen at Forest Hill. I am quite satisfied 
that there is not an hon. member on the 
other side of the House who would oppose 
this Bill if it were not for the adult franchise 
proposal contained in it. I feel that we are 
now on the 8\'0 of progr0ss and not 0f stag
nation. If we can once get this measure 
through, we shall get a different class of 
men on the municipal and shire councils, 
and wo shall get the whole of the people in 
the yarious districts to take ~tn inter€'-9t in 
loco! gov-ernment matters, and we shall have 
better conditions prc \ailing generally. 

::\lr. MOO RE: I bog to move the adjDurn
nwnt of the debate. 

Quc,tion put and passed. 

The resumption of the debate was made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrmv. 

ADJOURNME::-.JT. 

The PREMIER: I beg to move-That the 
House do now adjourn. The bu,iness to
morrow will be the continuation of the second 
reading debate on the Local Authorities Acts 
Amendment Bill. 

Question put and passed. 

The House adjourned at twenty minutes 
past 10 o'clock p.m. 

[Mr. W. Cooper. 

Sessional Orders. 




