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326 Questions.

MoxDpay, 29 Novrewser, 10920.

The Seeaxer (Hon. W.

Bertram, Maree)
took the chair at half-past 3

o’clock p.m,

WHEAT POCL BILL.
AssENT,

The SPEAKER announced the receipt
of a mes g0 from His Excellency the
Licutenant-Governor asse nting, in the name
of His Majesty, to this Bill,

QUESTIONS
Faran Acompest, KEDRON PaRK RACECOURSE.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett), in the
of Mr. Vowles, asked the Premier—

“1. Has his attention becn directed to
a recent fatal accident at Kedron Park
Racecoursr\ in Brishane?

absence

How many waccidents—(a) fatal,
(b) othelwlae—ha\c occurred on this
racecourse during the past three yoars ?

“ 3. Will he cause a report to be made

as to the safety of this course for
racing 77
The PREMIGR (Hon. ¥. G. Theodore.

Ohillagos) replied—
“1. Yes.
2. Three persons have met with fatal

tnjuries, and four persons have received
injuries which have not proved fatal.

“3. Yes.”

InsTRUCTION 1IN WOOL AND

Surep.

Mr. SWAYNE (Uirani) asked the Socre
tary for Public Instruction—

SUPERVISION oOF

“If he will table the papers, including
the 1ecommoqd‘1tlons of the Advisory
Commiittee and the Public Service Com-
missioner, in connection with the recent
appomt’nont of a supervisor of instruc-
tion in wool and sheep at the technical
college 77

The SECRETARY For PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
(Hon. J. Huxham, Buranda) repliod—
“If the honourable member will call
at the head office of the Department
of Tublic Instruction he will be affmded
an opportunity of perusing the papers.

AMENDMENT OF Sucar CANE PRICES Act.
~ My, CATTER)‘[ULL (Musgrave) asked the
Secretary for Agriculiure—
“When will the conference between
the sugar-cane growers and millers on

the proposed amendment of the Sugar
Cane Prices Act take place?”

The SECRI@T»\RY TOR AGRICULTURE (Hon
W. N. Gillies, Fachaw) replied—

“No date has yet been fixed for the

conferenc referred  to. but it will
pmbab]g talxe place early in the new
year.

[ASSEMBLY.] Guesiions.

ORDER O TRIAL OF SPECIAL ADDING MACHINE,

Mr., KERR (Fnoggera! asked the Minister
in Charge of State Enterprises—

“1. it a fact that an official of the
State  Fisheries  Department verbally
orm*wl on trial a special adding machine
1913, for use In dddmo and dis-
"docket: ?

‘2. \\ as this machine obtained for the
dcpmtmont and invtalled, and an
operator trained?

“ 3. Further, did the same official ver-
bally order an electric motor to drive
the machine referred o some four months
aftor—viz., in September, 19197

¢4, Were these verbal orders re-
pudiated and the machine returned to
the supplier in January, 1920—that is,
after the machine had been in use for
approximately eight months?

““5. Was any pavment made in regard
to the transaction 7’

The TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly,
Paddington) replied— -

“1. The State Fishery Department
accepted the company’s offer to place the
machine on trial on the understanding
that the department was under no obliga-
tion to purchase.

‘2. The machine was installed, but no
operator was trained.

‘3. An electric motor was subsequently
attached to the machine,

“4. No ordor: were repudiated, but
the company’s representative was advised

that. as there was no work for the
machine, it was not recuired, and it

returned in January, 1920.

“5. No: as no sale was effected. T
might sdd that the representative of the
company was told that if they could
establish any claim for payment in con-
reotion with the motor 1t would be met
br the department.”

TABLING OF RETURNS RESPECTING
IMPERIAL MEAT A—\ccotm',
Mr. FRY (r111“i17,a) in the absence of Mr.
Fletcher, asked the Premier—

“When will the return showing parti-
culars of legal fees, as shown in Imperial
meat account for last financial vear, be
Jaid on the table of the House?”

The PREMIER replied—
“T now lay on the table of the House
the return asked for.”

ArEss I8 NORTH QUEENSLAND WITHDRAWN
FROM SELECTION.

Mr. JONES (Kennedy) asked the Secretary
for Public Lands—

“1. What areas in North Queensland
have been withdrawn from selection and
added to the various State stations
during the past three financial years?

“ 2. In the case of cach area so with-
drawn, at what rental was it offered to
the public when open?

““3. Does the Stete Stations Depart-
ment pay any rental to the Lands
Department for these blocks, and is any
allowanco meade in State station books
for such rental?”



Control of Air Neavigaiion Bill.

The SECRETARY FOR PURLIC LANDS
{Hon. J. ¥. Coryne, Warrego) replied—

1. {a) 275,300 acres withdrawn from

selection and added to Diamuntina Lakes

State Station: (5) 19,066 acres with-
d n from sclection and added to Buck-

im Downs State Staticn; () 46,360
acrez  withdrawn from selestion and
added to Dotswood State Station; (d)
156,600 acres which were notified to be
open for selection, but were withdrawn
before the opening dats had acerued and
included in Lyndhurst State Station.

‘2. (a¢) Diamantina  Lakes, 275,300
acres at $d. per acre. total £573 10s. 10d. ;
(D) Buckmgham Downs, 19,065 acres at
3d. per acre, total £38 14s. 4ld.; (¢
Dotswood, 22,265 acres at 1Zd. per acre,
and 24,095 acres at 13d. per acve, total
£349 125, 9d.; (d) Lyndhurst, 63, 600 acres
at »d. per acre. 70,400 acres at id. per
acre, and 22,000 acres at 1d. per acre,
zotal £444 3s. 44.

3. Yes.”

APPOINTMENT OF GOVERNOR.

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton), without
nohce asked the Premier—

‘ Has his attention been dldW'l to a
paxagmph appearing in the ‘ Brishane
Courter ’ with reference to the appoint-
ment of Sir Matthew Nathan as Gover-
nor of Queensland, which paragr aphstates
that the appointment of Sir Matthew
Nathan was due to the representations
made by the Philp delegation while in
London?”

The PREMIER replied—

“The Governor has unreservedly
denied the statemient attributed to him
to the effact that the Philp delegation
were 1{‘“])0n\1b10 for his being sent out.

“It is now obvious that thc report
was delibervately fabricated either in the
‘(‘01111," (.ﬂnc* ])llsr)dﬂ(‘ or by

the * Courier’ newssgency in Adelaide.
Thg report  publi d by the °Daily
Mail * subsequently, and purporting io

have been tclegraphed from Adelaide.

was, [ suspect, liffed by the ‘Mail ;
from the “Courier’ of  the previous
day.

“Our opponents are playing preity
low down when, for party purposes, they
deliberatels cook a report by puthing
into the mouth of the Gmelnm words
that were never used by him and falsely
a‘tnbutmg to the Governor statements
calculated to cause esflanvemcnt between
him and his Ministers, L hope, for the
sake of clean JomnaINm in this State,
the faking of the report did not take

place with the connivance of anyone in
B11~bam‘ I sv{’geqt to the ¢ Courier’
and ‘ Daily Mail’ that in order to clear

the matter up they produce the original
telegrams which they published as pur-

porting to have been despatched from
Adclaide.”
GoveErxMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
COMMONWEALTH POWERS (AIR
NAVIGATION) BILL.

Seconp READING.

The PREMIER :
Bill be now read a second time.

I beg to move that the
I think it

[29 NoveMBER.] Local Adutiorities, Fic.,
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is 1y for me to explain the Bill
in as we have had a {ull discussion
on the initiatory stage of the measure, and
1 it met with unanimous approval.”
We re {0 transfer the necessary power
to the Commonwealth in ovder that they

adequately deal with the question of

nav 2101,

Qumnon put and passed.

The consideration of the Bill in Com-
mitiee was made an Ovder of the Day for
to-morrow,

LOCAL AUTHORITIES ACTS
AMENDMENT BILL.
SECOND READING.

The HOME SECRETARY (Iion. W.
MeCormack, Cairns): In moving the second
reading of this Bill, I wish to state that
it re Ah containg onlv once vital principle,
and T proposs largely to deal with that
principle. There are a number of amend-
ruents proposed in the Bill, but they do not
contain any vital principle, and I think they
will meet with the general approval of
the IIouse. As the real vital principle is
the extension of the franchise, I suppose
the whola discussion will take place around
that principle. 1 listened to the debate
the other evening on this principle, and I
wont  back over “ Hansard” from 1894
onwards and read the debates of the Opposi-
tion on the proposal to extend the franchise
to the whole of the people in connection
with the eclection of members of this House,
and it is a remarkable coincidence that
almost identical arguments were used from
1894 till 1804 against the cxtension of the
franchise to the whole of the people in
connection with State elections. The main
contention was, of course, that a person
withont plopo‘ty had no great interest in
the country. It was mguod that a person
with property in twenty of thirty different
clectorates was entitled to a vote in overy
one of those electorates, and to-day we
find ewactly the same arguments being used
rd to the local authority franchise

¢ used in 1894 against universal
ge, and they wore used by the people
who then represented the party that is
now 1in opposition. The Labour partv at
that time, of course, were in favour of an
extension of the franchise. The Tory party
were apainst an extension of the franchise.
They stood for privilege.

Hon. W. H. DARNES:
extenszion of the franchise?

The IOME SECRETARY: The Morgan
Government, supported by a majority of
Labour members who were in dircet opposi-
tion to the people whom the hon. gentleman
has stood for in this House. At that time,
the hon. gontleman belonged to the party
that onoseH an extension of the franchise.
do not say the hon, member for Bulimba
0:’)})05{‘(1 it personally, but tl"ze others  did.
The hon. gentleman at le knows that he
stood in opposition to fho (Joxmn‘ncv]t that
introduced adult suffrage.

'<

in
as  ow

euffrs

Who gave an

Hon., W. II. Barxps interjected.

The HOME SECRETARY: I read the
hon. member’s speech very carefully, and
after the clection—afier he had been well

defeated—he admitted that the country was
in favour of an cxtension of the franchise.
I just mention this in passing fo show that
the same reasons are advanced to-day against

Hon, W. McCormack.)
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an extension of the local authority fran-
chise as were used agamst an extension of
the franchise in connection with the election
of ' members to the State Parliament and
in connection with our Federal Parliament.
It is a remarkable thing that exactly the

same stand as taken up during “those

debates—that is, the stand on the principle

of no representation  without taxation.
)

v we find that num
opposed the sxtension of the franchise rheh
also opposc the extension of the franchi
now, but nobody would be =o bold fo-dav
as to say, “\Fn oppose adult franchise for
the elestion of members of this House.”

Hon. V

>rs of persons who

Birxes: Do you allow a vote
dc unions, in which you only
are inters «r »d, to the pcople outside ?  No.

OME SECRETARY: That is quite
it nesition, as I shall prove as I
- t to say that ell the people
arca known as a lo al authority

ot 1n the welfare and develop-
It is a rougmsed fact
0Ty ) in that arca, whether he
be a te payer or not, has ts live in that
arco: his life ard happiness de pcnd as well

N

upmx succesaful  government in  the
H.*ontx w;hore &5 upen succe wfm

mont ]P ere, d?‘!l 1‘{1 my Oplnl()ll more

80. 1 believe that more power should he
g1 ,n to lesal authorities. (Hear, hear

I belivve th ut the local nuthorities are clox

to the people——are able to handle gquestions

that are closer to the pocplo better than
thiz Parliament or the Federal Parliament;
and I, for one, would be in favour of grant-
ing extended powers to local authorities.
The peonle ing In an wrea, not only the
ratepavers, h::v a direct intercst in the
governmont of that area. Take, for instance,
a distriet in Brisbane—ths neighbourheod of
Kingisher Creek. The bulk of the people
who have to "i\“ there have no say In the
g_,mm]nmcm of the local authority, bad no
nice the abatement of the nuisance which
d exist there.

Mr. Comser: Has Kingfisher Creek brought
about this amendment?

The HOME SECRETARY : No, of course
it has not.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: And it is settied now.

The HOME SFECRETARY: Yes, and by
an authority with a broader franchise than
the local authorities.

Hon. W. H. BirxEs: And the previous
Treasurer was the one that made it possible.

The HOME SEORETARY : The previous
Treasurer did not do anything of the kind:
it was the Water and Sewerage Board.

Ifon. W. Il. Barxes: And he

money for the drain.

The HOME SECRE TARY I am pleased
to know ho gave some of his money in that
direction. T thought the Government gave
it. I say everyone in that area has a direct
interest in a matier like that.

Mr. King: If they live in it.

The IIOME SECRTETARY: And conue-
quently those people have a rvight to vote
for the election of tmf local authority. Ay
friend, the hon. member for Legan, will no
doubt use the argument that they can secure
that right under the present Act. He will
argue that the person pawying the rates can

[Hon. W. McCormack.

e

gave the

[ASSEMBLY.]

Acts Amendment Bill.

secure that right. Bub we know what
happens in the casﬂ of a person living in a
ted house. I have had some experience.
Tl is hunted from one district to another.
He is most of his time looking for a house;
and has little time to qualify as a voter.
The concession under the present Act 1s no
concession at all.

Mr. BrprrngTor : Why not make residence
the principle of the Bill?

TARY : Residenwe 1\
H, as the hon.
[ proceed—not ratooaxm

but residence.  Another argument uacd
against this oxtension of the franchise is
that the owner of the pLol,orfv has to pay
the rates—that the V)Of)plo merely living in
the erea do not pay the rates. That s a
fallacious statemesnt. All the big firme in
the citv, all busincsses, have to get their
monev from somewhere. They have ne royal

Ler will find as

fund into which they can dip their hands
mxr{ draw out moner to par rates. They
nm( to make the business pay the rates.
To prove that, let me give an inc ident that
hapnen in my own experience. My land-
lord raised my roné and gave as the excuse
that the rates had gone up. e placed those
rates on my shoul d““

Mr. TLPHTI\'STO‘\“‘: Why did vou not go

to the Fair Rents Court?
The TIOME SECRETARY: T did not
want to go there. I admitind the justice of

his clatim. T am just showing that even the

owner recognised “that T pay the rates, and
rot he.
Hon. W. T, Barxes: You had a vofe?
The HOME SPCRETARY: I Jid not.
I have the right as I have said, at a good
deal of inconvenience. Take a valuablo

prmmrr“ in Queen street, such as that helong
ing to the Queensland National Bank. Does
the bank pay the rates on that property, or
do its customers pay them? T hold that the
customers do.

Mr. MORGAN:
taxation ?

The HOME SECRETARY: Of course,
and it defeats the argument adopted by the
Opnosition.

Mr. ATOoRGAN:
all taxation?

The HOME SECRETARY
course.

Mr. MuROAN :
clection time.

The HOMIE SECRETARY: He may be
a producer in some things, but the con-
sumer, the creator of work. and the user of
the goods nav all the taxation. I was going
to deal with the unearned increment on
od property. Who made the properties
in wuecn street valuable? Did the owners?

Mr. CorsEr: Who invested the money?

Does that not apply to all

Then, the consumer pays
He does, of

Vou did not admit that at

The BOME SECRETARY: I am not
dealing  with the buildings at all.  The

rating is on the dnimprow,d value of the
land. Who created the value of those pro-
perties?

Mr, ELPHINSTONE :
ing the value.

We know who is spoil-

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber, as usual, is dodging the issue. The
people of Biishane; and not only they, but
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the people who send their goods through
Brishane, have made that property valuable.
The ndded valve is the unearned increme
and that uncarned inerement is taxed in the
form of vates by loecal auther
say that eveirsbody in the community pays
sorie portion of them. The uncarned inere-
ment has been created br the population.
Ta give an illustration—a man takes up a
picee of land outside of Brishanc, 70 or 80
acres. He builds a big factory. a meatworks,
and round it grows up a population—a small
towrnahip.  The bigger the works bacome.
t more men work there—and they need
ot be ratepavers at zll—the more valuable

becomes hix property, and when wou give
votes to the poople who live there. vou are
only doing justice to them.

What about the women's

RY: 1T was going

acs! with the n of the woman’s
vote.  Under the present Act, no woman.
az a woman, haz a vore. She haz a vot» if
she iz o ratepsver. T want to prove th
~the adult fran in eXistence in an irm

yien fe

portant part o Pritixh dominions. Tt
has wworked swemonsfully there for the last
ten meaves and thore is no nead for the alarm
of e hon. members at what thow say will

be i

ilts of the extension of the fran-
I am going to deal with

of New Zeoland. In
Art was amoended.  The
Iy was—
“ Residential - qualification; meaning
thereby that he has for at lesst three

menths then lnst past heen in o
as a tenant or sub-tenant’’ &e.

amendment in the new Act reads as
—1I an quoting from the New Zealand

cupation

vexidential qualification. meaning
therebw cithor that he has resided for
ore waar 1n New Zealand. and hee
resided in the horoush or in the ward
of a divided borough, during the thr
months then last past, and iz a B
suhiect either hy birth or naturalisat
in XNew Zsaland.”

Now, that is adult franchice,

Mr. Braxp: That is not one month,

The HOME SECRETARY: It is three
months, My Bill provides that the rolls
clese three months prior to the election.
Exactly the same franchise operates in New
Zealand as will operate here. In New Zea-
land it goes further than I am proposing
to go. Tt provides, in the case of a hushand
and wife, that any qualification possessed by
either of them shall be deemed to be pos-
sessed by cach of them; that when a hus-
band has been thres months in the area and
his wife only a week, both are entitled to
a vete. I want to know what objection hon.
members oppesite have to women having a
vote in local authority affairs? Ave they
not concerned in local authority matters?
Are there not a great many social reforms
arising out of local government work where
the women are concerned? Take the ques-
tion of milk supply in Brisbene. I am
sorrv. my friend the Mavor of Brichane is
net here. Is there anything done by the
local anthorities in Queensland to deal with
this preblem of milk supply? No action is
taken at all. What affects the women in the
community, particularly the mothers, more

[29 NOVEMBER.]
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than the milk supply? In all the States
of the Commonwealth the local authorities
are dealing with the milk supply.

Hon. J. G. Aprrrr: Why was it taken
ocut of the hands of the local authorities?

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon.
gentleman knows it was not; they may deal
with it now. The inspection of milk is in
the hands of the Health Department, because
we could get no :atisfaction at all ont of
the local authorities. I want to ask my
friends opposite why the women in a com-

munity should be refused a vote? There
are manry questions on  which they may
differ from their husbands.

My, Perame interjected.

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon.

gen’leman dovs
between
A local

not recognise the difference
a local authority and a trade union.
authority is a public bods.

matier of

My, Prornim: So is a strike a
public coucern.

The HOME SECRETARY : Not anr more
than, in the case of a company controlling
an industry, the shareholders and divectors
mav close down without reference to anyone.
It afferts the wives,

The HOME SECRETARY: It affects
everione when big industrics close down at
the direction of dirertors. Those are private
concerns, and there is no method of con-
trolling the affairs of private organisations
of labour and cepital.

Hen, W, H. DBarx

Government works

clesing down affect rybody, too.
The HOME SECRETARY: The hon.
gentieman wants to drag in something clse,

He will have ample opportunity for dealing
with other subiccts, The hon. genileman
well knows he has to oppese the extension
of the franchi vomen under this Bill.
His parvty h ded so.  According to
the speeches recently delivered, they arve all
going fo oppose it.

Mr. Morasy: We will accept the respons
bility.

The HOMT SECRETARY : Again, dealing
with the question of rights of people living
in an area, as against the rights of rate-
pavers, in regard to health matters, T
know in Queensland to-dav there are half
a dozen centres which will not deal with
nuisances. The local authority has control
of drainage and matters appertaining to
health. The reason they do not deal with
those polluted areas is that they do not
live in those areas; they allow the people
who rent their houses to live there. There
is no redress for those people unless they
can get a lease of the house and become a
ratepaver—an advantage very few can get,
with the result that in diphtheria and other
infe-tious diseases we find it impossible to
move the local authorities, We have the
power, I know, to take it out of their hands,
clean up the areca, »ud charge it to the local
anthoritics. I hold that that is not a wise
nawer to be cxereising on every occasion.
I believe the lecal aunthovity should be
resnonsible to the people.  We have exer-
cised the power in extreme circumstances;
but it is not wice. because it completely
takes out of the hands of the local authority
the contrel of their own affairs. I do not
want to do that any more than I can help.
T would much sooner give the people in the
area the right to deal with the local authority

Hon. W. McCormeack.]
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on election day. That is the represeniative
way of dealing with an inefficient body. Let
the people in that local authority—whether
it be Rockhampton, Brizbane, Ithaca,
Mackay, or Cairns—deal with their local
authority if they do not take proper action

in regard to drainage and other matters
apnet’ta;n*un to health. I believe, under
this cxtension of the franchise, you will
have those issues miade real issues at clee-

tion time. The people who are suffering as
the result of <1efoem o drainage will remove
thew in the proper way and place in office as
theiv representatives other people who will
carry out the work.

Mr. Corsrr: Tlar is right: carry on the
work. That is the whole policy of the Bill
—sapend somebody clse’s money.

The HOMT SECRETARY: There are
plenty of opportunities for local authorities
to do geod work., The hon. gentleman will
find that in some other countries there are
local authoritics who ave engaged on greater
works than are Governments in Australia;
and rightly so. I Dbelieve that all utilities
within the city of Brisbane. supplring only
the people of Brishane, should be controlled
by the pcople of Brisbane. I have a decided
objection to my clectorate having to find the
wherewithal to finance undertalings for the
special benefit of people in Brisbane. I do
not think the peopls in Brisbane want it.

Mr. Moreix: Is this only a Brisbane Bill?

The HOME SECRETARY: It is not only
a Brisbane Bill. I am just dealing with that
phase of the situation.

31r. BemrinaTON: Make Brisbane keep its
own hospitals.

The HOME SECRETARY: I
TUnder the present arrangements in Brisbane,
with nineteen pavate local authorities,
there is no chance of Brishane accomplish-

I. I was preceeding to

would.

ing anvthine at all,

say the local authority having adult fran-
chise will be able to deal with very many
matrers oi tmportance affecting community of

interests in their particular arcas; for, after
all. communits of interest in the nn'n foun-
dation of local government. We should have
our local authoritics divided up in such a
way as to embrace within a local authority,
as far as possible, a community of intorest.
In all matiers with which the local authority
can deal, thev should be handed over to the
local aunthorities. and I believe they would
be more effectively handl(d than they are
under the centralised svstem that is develop-
ing throughcut Australia.

Hon. W. i1 Birxes: Xnu did not believe
that with 1‘cwmd to the Ravings Bank.

The HOME SEC‘B,ET:\.?Y:
some things that should belong to a r‘entml
authority. ~ The hon. gentlemnan would have
evervone swesping in front of his own door,
I believe that, where there is a communiiv
of inferests, the loecal authority should
sweep in front of all dooris. ler@'aro some
things that should be put under the control

There are

of the Commonwsalth, For instance. one
State has one company law, and another
State has another company lavw. with the

result that companies register in Vlctona

to get awar from the obhr“at’mb of the
Queensland »\ot
Hon, W. . Barxes: They are all seckine

to run away from Queensland,
Mr. Krewix: Except Barnes
pany. (Laughter.)

[Hon. W. 3McCormack.

and Com-

BLY.]

Acts Amendiment Bill.

The HOME SECRETARY : Another objec-
tion to the principle of the adult franchise
is with rezard to loans. The Opposition
will say that the people whose property is
mol'jmm\l should be the only people who
should have a vote on a loan proposal. It is
a rcmarkable thing that in New Zealand,
where they have had this law in cperation
since 18910, the locz]l authorities have bor-
rowed fourtcen times as much money as the
local authoritics in Queensland.

Hon. J. G. Apprn: What is the nopulation
of New Zealand, compared with that of

Queensland ?

The HOME SECRETARY: It does not
matter what the population is; but the popu-
lation is over 1,000,000. The mdebtednew of
Tocal authorities in New Zealand in 1909-
1910 was £7,967,000 borrowed in New Zea-

land. and they had also borrowed £6,970,000
outside of New Zealand. in 1917-1918
they had increased their New Zealand

indebtedness to £14,096,000, and they had
increased their indebtedness by way of loans
floated in England to $£8,164,000, or a total
of £82260,000 that the New 7oa1and local
authorities now owe. whereas in Queensland
they owe about £1,500,000.

Mr. Epwarps: But how many applica-
tions for loans have been turned down by
you?

The HOME SECRETARY: The Home
Department does not lend money: it mostly

gives it away. Hon. members of this House
arc always coming to the Home Department
with applications for assistance for someone
in distress,

Hon. W, H. Barxzs: The Treasurer is
liberal in the matter of expenses.

SECRET ARY : I think the

decidedly

The HOME

Treasurcy has been very good to local
authoritics. In Auckland alone theyr }Eave
spent  £120,000 on concrete roads. Now,

Auckland is not a great deal bigger than
Brisbane.

Mr. Corser: What is the capit
the land in Auckland?

al value of

The HOME SECRETARY: The capital
value of the land has nothing at all to do
with it, Auckland may bec a little more

prosperous than Brisbane, but I doubt it.
3fr. Cravrox: Have they any unermployed

there?
The HOME SECRETARY: I do not
know: the hon. gentleman might know.

Auckland has spent a large amount of money
on improvements, It has beautiful parks. Tt
is a beautiful city, well laid out; thev are
taking steps to widen the strects that were
origina narrow, and_they are doing very
good work in park and road 1mpro\ementa
Now, \\h“ is being done in our city of
Brisbance under the ple,ont rostricted fran-
chigse? If there was an extension of the fran-
chise, there would be more interest taken in
lecal  government matters.  In  Brishane,
when a local authority election is about to
take place, some gentleman goes round, and
all the firms sign his nomination paper. It
is verv soldom that therve is an election for
an alderman. The same old crowd are
returned vear after vear, and there is no
definite nolicy stated by any local authority
in Oueensland, 1 listened to one candidate
in Tast Brishane last vear, and the only state-
ment he had to make was that, if he were
returned, he would reduce the rates. He
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won easily. (Laugh«el) You cannot get
wood government under that systemn. I am
not one of those who believe that there will

be sn extreordinary rm'olufion as the resulb
of this exten ‘hise, but I do believe
that the candidetes who stand for local
authorities will have to show some civie
intelligence.

Hon., W. H. Darx We do not get good

government in Queensland even when you
increase the taxation abnormally.

The HOME BSECRETARY: The
gentleman may say so, but he is
Solomon. (Government laughter.) In the
majority  of local authority elsctions in
Quecnsland the candidates are unopposed;
the old member simply gets his friends to
nominate him, and he does not submit any
policy at all. The general conception of
local authority work throughout Qucensland
is that it is confined to the making of roads.
It 1° no such thing.

"he TREASURER :
mises, (Laughter, )

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon.
member for Logan knows that that is quite
frue.

Mr. Corser: And clearing prickly-pear.

The HOME SECRETARY: In the hon.
gentleman’s electorate they also clear some
pr -pear. That should not be the only
work of local authorities. A loval authority
should (‘Y‘O’”‘fe in the becautification of its
svea as well as in the making of roads. It
should also undertake anything that will ‘tend
to promote the welfare and hﬂpplnf ss of the
per)plo But what do we find in our metro-
pohtan area? Only recently I had a locat
authority in the electorate «f the hon. mem-
ber for W indsor which actnally wanted to
0‘[‘\0 back a park to the man who donated
%

Mr. TavLon:

hon.
not a

Roads to their own pre-

Not in my clectorate.

Tion. J. G. Aremt: It is in Nundah.
The HOME SECRETARY : I do not know

exactly where the boundarics of
member’s electorate are, but this
park iz very close to the boundarv. An
extraordinary valuable piece of Iand was
donated te the local autherity by Mr. Mar-

the hon.
valuable

chant. snd, because they would have to
spend a few pounds to fenes it in, they
wanted to give it back to Mr. Marchant.

L would not allow them to give it back; but
that 15 a falr idea of the inethods of local
authorities under the present restricted fran-
chise,

Tr. WLPHINSTONE :

That is not so.

The JIOMF, SECRETARY: I have had
deputation  after deputation from people,
some of whom were ratepasvers and some of

whom ware not, asking me to prevent a lecal
auth ouf*' flovn doing lomotbmcr it intended
to do becnuss it would save a few pounds.
“The C\tml«lon of the franchise will block that
sort of thing. Now izke the country arveas.
Last year I appointed a good many members,
and I have not got a vote in the local authori-
fics. During the last two or three years the
Home Secretary has made a zood many
appointments in locul ‘vutdoutlos where no
person in the arca had sufficient energy to
become a candidate for local authority bhon-
ours, and that has hspponed not only in Shircs
but in city areas also. I find that in 1915
appointed five aldermen, and last year for ‘rV
five.

Mr. BEBBINGTON :

All Labour?
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The HOME SECRETARY: Nos all Lab-
our. The charge made by the hon. member
for Burnett is against my predecessor.
Mr. Conrssr: He is gone now

HOMIE SECRETARY
ber knows that
ineffective and 1
with it.
four,

The The hon. mem-
well, but it is an
nt way of dealing

This year 1 have appoiniad thirty-
and I suppese we will get up to sixty.
cause of it 1 thut there is no intere:t in
government, n:dey  adult
with some idea of civic go-
become candidates for loeal
authority honours. They will have policies,
and be OIO“L<"‘ “n those policiecs. It will not
be the policy, I won’t reduce the rates.’
A candidate \"1“ have to plece before the
pe op] in his area or ward some constructive
policy for city improvement, and upon that
pol ¢y he will be elected.

. J. 1. C. Rosrrrs:

nuite

verzmmnt will

The man who pro-

mises most will get in.
My, PeETrIE: Where is the money coming
from?

The HOME SECRETARY: It is not a
question of where the money is coming from.
Mr. J. 1. C. Roserts: Do the same condi-
tions appertain to the city as to the country?

The HOME QFL?TT \RY : Not altogether
the same. It makes no great difference, any-
how. You have in the country fair-sized
towns.

Mr. J. H. C. Roperts: We have no slums.

The TIOME SECRETARY: But you have
othar things that neced attention. You have
to make roads.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS :
at that.

The [IOME SECRETARY : That has been
the only reason for your existence. If the
nresent condition of roads in Queensland is
th&_ evidence of local government efficiency
in Quconsland then Iocal governments do
not exist

Mr. C()RSER: It is witheut subsidy.

The HOME SECRETARY: You must
understand that if you want subsidy you will
never have a restricted franchize. Youw
could not get subsidy and have a restricted
franchise (Llao T sce nothing extraordinary
in the departure, I ask “the pecple of
Queonsland to give it a fair trial.

Mr. MORGAN: When are you going to
explain the Bill? You have not touched on
the Bill yet?

The HOME SECRETARY: I will leave
it to the House as to whether I have
explained the Bill. I did so at the correet
time—on the motion for leave to introduce

Yes, and bad ones

the Bill. I am now discussing the principles
of the Bill. The hon, membor has read the
Bill.

Mr., Morean: Yes. We wanted to know

what you thought about it.
The HOME SECRETARY: Surely, the

hon. member does not want me to cxplain
what he reads in the ‘‘Courier.’”” There 1s
no need to cxplain the Bill. T think the
issue cun stand before the people. I say we
should give it a trial. Any change must be
for the better in Quecnsland at present. In
New Zealand it has been in operation for ten
vears, with remarkable success with regard
Yo health, unification, country roads, Tand
the health of the community with regard
to milk supplv. The Bill provides for

Hon. W. McCormack.]
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triennial elections. I Dbelieve triennial
clections are a very good thing. do not
think it is wise to have elections every vear.
Some hon. members opposite said that we
wanted a continuity of policy.

OpposirioNy MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
The HOME SECRETAY: We are not
dealing with international u«ffairs, or cven

with Fedaral affails, but to say there is
need for continuity of policy with regard

to local authorities is ridiculous.

Hon., W, H, Barnes: Why not?

The HOME SECRETARY: Because the
functions which a local authority bas uuder

its conirol ave very simple. There is no

great need for continuity of policy. Far
instance, if a park is purchased, it is
vurchased, and that is the cnd of it If

a voad is being made, then the loan is

fioated for the making of the road, and

th is continuity of policy under the local
gm erntent the

same as there is
State,  If we paﬁ* a 1
ré 1s a continuity of policy. ¢
a oontmultv of policy, gnnerally speaking.
It does not matter what change of govern-

ment there is in regard to bl”’ affdns but
in little affairs contmuliv of pohcv 1s not

necossary  at all. At lcast, the gain is
greater than what 1« lost under the present
arrangement. Instead of dislocating matters,

and o’oﬁrinq one-third of the aldermen
every twelvo month,,, it is proposed to elect
a1l of them at one time.

There is a departure w1th regard to the
election of mayor, who is to be elected by the
people in the area of the city and in the
shire by the people in the -electorate.

Although this is an innovation for Queens-
hhd. it_is not new in other places. It has
been  adopted in almost all the American
cities, and it is in force in Adelaide at the
present time, and we can give it a trial here.
Tt will at least remove a good deal of the
bitterness which takes place over the selec-
tion of mavor within the cities. In all citisa
it is a great thing to become the mayor, and
it will be a much greater honour if the
people have the selection of their mayor,

There are one or two other things in the
Bill of minor importance. One is the
dealing with dilapidated buildings. I think
that a local authority should have power
to deal with dilapidated buildings. (Hear,
hear!} I am not saying that the local
authority is going .to do anything harsh,
but it should certainly have power to deal
with buildings that are a nuisance and a
danger to the community, and wc are
giving that power under the Bill

There is also an alteration with regard
to rating. Section 71 of the Act has been
repcaled; the limitation of 6d. is removed:
and local authorities will have control of
their  general  rates. Hon. members
remarked the other night that it might not

ke a se thing to give them full power,
but they have a groat power now under
the loan section of the Act. They may

borrow and strike a special rate for loans.
Tt really does not confer any greater power
on them than they may have at the present
time.

Mr, BepBiNGTON: Will you have power to
tax State industries?
~ The HOME SECRETARY: That is not
in the Bill, but I believe that State stations
should pay and are paying, although not to

{Hon. W. KcCormack.
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the local aunthority., They are spending as
much money on the actual road work as
what they would spend in rates. I know
that the manager of Chillagoe is actually
paying more in muking .mprove‘nf\n‘r" than
“hat “would be paid in rates.

[4.30 p.m.]

Mr. BEBBIXGTON :

The HOME 8

That is unsatizfactory.

CRETARY Well, he is
ing it fo thﬂ local authority, just as he
s the Flarbour Board of (ﬂliz‘n& an equiva-
lent to the amount he would pay for har-
bour durs vere he working for a private
It i« fair and equitable that
their share of
authoritics. The matter
e should make the Govern-

s a private individual
ion from the equity of
nally, 1 way that in
ould pay the samo
are paid by private

enterprises should pay
rates fto the

local

rufes 11 COmparlson as
enterprise.

Hon. W, H.
in the BillL

The HOME SECRETARY: It is not pro-
vided in the Bul but T believe the Govern-
ment are doing that in regard to presend
State enterprises.

Barwes: You should put that

Hon. W. H. Ba Make it retrospoc-
tive.
The HOME SECRETARY: I think the

Opposition  ave  against  retrospecti
There are a few other matters in the
which #ve i{ormal, and to which I thirk
not mnch objection will be taken by hon.
nbers.  The debate on the Bill will hinge
around the extension of the franchise. The
same arguments will be used against this
rloposal as were used against the exten-
sion of the parliamentary {ranchise in 18%,
but I might polht out that throughout the
whole world to-day a change has  taken
place in the opinions of the people with
regard to representative government. There
is no doubt that people throughout the whole
of the ivorld are not quite satislied with the
system_of government. We may
st our heads in the grass and say that
such dissatisfaction does not exist, but every
thinking person must recogunise that to-day
the bulk of the people are going to have more
and more nf the privileges that have been
erjoyed by the few in the past. In Great
Britain the people have actually forced from
the Government an extension of the fran-
chise. The first step has been taken to give
the people more power in connection with
the government of the nation, and it will not
be long before the next step will be taken,
and that they will be given adult franchise.
In Australia we can go a little bit further
along the road of democracy and give the
people a vote in local affairs. If the local
authorities perform their proper functions,
they will he as important within their own
sphere as this Parliament is, and every adult
over twenty-one ryears of age has a vote in the
election of rhe members of this Heuse. This
Parliamoent can take away from the local
authmir;f% the whole of their franchise; i$
can abolish the local authorities; 1t has the
power of life or death over every member of
the communiiy—it has sovereign power, which
the local authorities have not—and we grang
to everyvone of the age of twenty-ons years the
full franch for the election of mcmb 're of
the When the vote on conscrip-
tion was mken, it was not proposed to give
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only men who were eligible for active service
the right to vote. Hon. members on that
occasion did not say that only those citizens
who were capable of rendering service at the
front should have a vote on conscription,

Hon. W. H. Barxes: You chjected to that.

The HOME SECRETARY: We did not
object to the vote being taken, but we de-
feated the vote on comscription. Everycne,
old and young, had a vote on thsot guestion,
whether they were cligible for military ser-
vice or not. My friends opposiie did not
argue on that occasion that the cnly citizens
who were entitled to a vots were toose who
were capable of service. If every adult was
permitted to exercise the franchize on such
a matter, then ther should be prrinitted to
exercice the {ranchise in conncction with im-
portant matters affecting the lives of the
people in conncction with local authoritics.
The extension of tha franchise will, in my
opinion, be a wise thir It will enable the
local authorities to give more attention to
local affairs than is given under a centralised
system of government. I am a great be-
ltever in a community having control of their
domestic affairs, and there 1s onir one way
in which that can be done, and that is by
enabling the people to take part in local
authority government. Evervone in the com-
munity who has reached adult age should

have a right to vots in electl the men
who arc geing to govern the afh of that

th
community. I believe that the new franchize
will be a success. and that it will not revolu-
tlonise local authority matters in the way
some hon, me SeOn: hink, or that

local authoritics will seck fo obtzin all the
money they can her steal.
But it a proper local
authority should have ~what

it considers necessary in the nterests of the
community. It seems to me under the
present system only a man w acnuire

a lot of property 15 con
clent civic inte
ity affairs. Son
in that way, but
seme of the finest
acquired prope

red to possess suffi-
gence to vote in local aunthor-
5 MAY argus
d them that
have never
They ha

not the faculty for ecquiring property.
of the leading figures i Univs

would not make £1i00 = :
profession. Amassing weslth does not show
ability to deal with loeal
hows a eapacity in a ¢
capacity to obtaln somcthing
and scll it for thres shillings
Speaking generally, our !
me,  doctors, lawyers,
thinkers are not
prosent system of

s away with the &z stelen
and invests in property, is a man who
gets three vetes in local authority elce-
tic Some men who have wnot acquired

property have civie intelligence and havo the

v xlfax"c of their fellowmen at heart, and
veh .tneyr‘have no say in lecal awthorits
affairs.  The great leaders in our army an

the great leaders in our navy, are they money-
inaker:? . No, but they have the ability for
earrying out their particular jobs. s a
matter of fact, money-making and the welfare
of the rest of the people are not terms shat
can be used together. The man who makes a
large amount of money is not, as a rule, the
best man for the community, A community
i3 judged by the happiness of the ereat
bulk of its members, and not by the wealth
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of a few men. (Hear, hear!) We know
from history that where there is great wealth
there is also poverty. I commend the Bill
to the House, and I am very proud to have
been associated with its introduction, and
I am sure my friends opposite, when they
ge!t the opportunity, will nct be very anxious
to repeal it.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Flear, hear!

Mr. CATTERMULL (Mwsgrare): As has
been stated by the Home Secretary, the
Bill contains two vital point:; one is the
extension of the franchise, and the other is
the grantine of increased rating power to
local authorities. An extension of the fran-
chise is a very dangerous thing. Had the

hon. gentleman said he was going to make
a residence qualification of twelve months,

T might have been in sympathy with him,
§ as it iz now the Bill is loaded. There
is nothicg to prevent 300 or 400 men coming
into a shire or city to do a ceriain work
petting their names on the roll, and then
they can get their representatives on the
council,. who can bring forward any scheme
they like to spend money. They will not
have to foot the Bill, but the ratepay:
will, and I think that is a very uanwise provi-

sion. In our sugar districts, and other dis-
o E H H
tricts where there are large worl these

could flood the couneil, and,
e ratepayers have to ‘‘ pay the .
Tader this Bill the tavation for the man on
the lend will be so groat that he will cease
to  produce aliogether. I, am very dis-
appointed with the Bill from a local autherity
peint of vie as I thought the Minisicr was
ing to ning further. There
provision in the

el

Bill

shires,

wing

re partl v in i
rove of the =m
The Howg Szoperawry: I will give you a

for the sialeamation of shires.

By the amalgama-
would be able to get road
least 25 to &0 per cent,
s thon it can ba done to-day. There
i3 aneother provision in the Act which reguires
slering, and that is in regard to the sale
of property for overdue rat I have inter-
viewed the hon. geutleman on this matter,
and asked him to do comcthing in this
connection, but I find he has not done so.
The present szstem is vers cumbersome, as

it is necessarr to advertise in Press
nd in the “ Government Gazette,”’ and you

have to go through so much forma that
at the cnd of the fime yoa find there is

nothing but a deficit left. A clause should
have been inseried in the Bill to provide that
if the vates on a plcce of property were nod
paid for seven years the shird council should
be allowed to advertise that fact once in the
local Press and oncey in the “ Govermment
ette,” and then sell the property, and
the amount received from the property over
and above the amount due for rates should
be held in frust by the Government for a
neriod of five vears, and if the rightful owner
did not claim the wmioney during that time
then it should pass to consclidated revenue,
Then we come to the matter of noxious weeds
and prickly-pear. We find that shire councils
spend hundreds of pounds in keeping their
roads free of noxious weeds and prickly-pear,
and we find the private property-owners arc
doing the same thing; while, on the other
hand, the Government are allowing these

Mr. Cattermull.]
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nexious weeds ard prickly-pesr to grow on
(‘mwn lands, which become sefvd beds for
spreading the pests over the aress th(lt have
been cleaned. Something shouM be (‘ong in
this matter. e have in my district a rail-
way reserve on the Hummaoelie, The C JVer-
ment have spent some 220 or £30 on this
reserve, and to-day, hlt )ugh the area
roum"rvg: it is clean and kept clean, ther:
iz prickiz-pear. Nocgoora bur:, and lantina
growing in él\dt plOfJ'-‘iOH on the reserve,
and we ave getting the benefit of all the
seeds, Then again, we have the water
hyacinth Sl,rf\uding everywhere. The district
from which I come has dealt with the water
hyucinth, but, unfortunately, the Bundaberg
(auncll would not clean up their area.
e asked the Floine Depntrmnt to force the
Bundaoezg council to clear the hyacinth
but the Home Departm would not do its
duty, and to-day the birds are carryieg the
suads of the water hyacinth and uop(mtm"
them in clean a 5. The Minister, in the
course of his "‘C"]df(‘lxs said health was a raost
important matter, and 1 quite agree with him,
but, uﬂfoltunutolv the Home D(paxtmeut
will not_recognise a health committee. We
have in Bundsberg a committee formed from
two shires in the city, bat the departinent
will not recognise thas ‘committec. They will
not give us authority, and wvet, on the other
hand, the Minister informs wus that health
is one of the most important things to be
con~iu' ved. Further, we know that the milk
from cettle infeted with ticks is not goad for

human consumption. Very ofien these cattle
are in a stute of fever, and wet their milk
Is taken from them and sold for human con-
sumption.  We desire power to deal with this
question.  We have cleancd our roads up
and we have compolied all our raieparers

and we ¢ we ] the

ive us CO}]‘LOl of

thelr :‘3‘rfl$‘
ent te

te clean
Govern

Iamds i our area so far as

eattic is concerncd en that

with the tick question, but

gr at us tlu.t power. Appnare: tl ﬂm Co-
ent do not wish to help us to get rid

uf the ticks so thai wo can improve the

health of the people. Another matter that
requircs consideration s the question of
011t1ng timier from Orow11 lands over roads
made by shire ccuncils, This has always
Leen a vers vexed ques‘rmn, and I think
where timber from Lrown lands is carted
over roads made by country shire councils
that at lenst 25 per cent. of the value of
the timber should be credited to the shire
for the purpose of remaking the roads, as
there is no Qoubt this class of trafiic dcctro‘

the rouds. 8o far nothing has been done
in thl: matter. 1 would alse like to see a
auge in the Bill providing for a valuator

to make oue value for the whole of the local
authorities, and that value should be accepted
for all purpos Furthermore, the Govern-
ment should rates on all Government
buildin a3 the owners of private
props in, the TJlome Depart-

ihen,

ment might vers well allow shire councillors
free railway passes.

Mr. Corrins: Oh!

Mr. CATTERMULL: I hear some of my

friends opposite say ““Oh!’ If vou want
progress, men must travel, and if the shire
councillors travelled from one centre to
another they would see what was being done
in other centres, and would bring back
improved ideas which would be of benefit to
their own locality. At least free passes

[Mr. Cattermull.
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might be allowed in connection with sitting
counciilors.

Mr. Corrins: They will be mostly Labour
men when this Bill passes.

Mr. CATTERMULL: I do not mind that.
I was travelling down m Victoria some few
vears back, aqd T brought home some road
schemes by which my huo has Dbenefited.
(Hear, hear!)

Mr. Syire: Are you a member of the shire
council ?
Mr. CATTERMULL: T have been a mein-

ber f01 ninvteen vears.

o

Mr. Ssrrrm: Too long.  (Laughter.)
Mr. CATTER \IL‘LL: No. I would very
much ]J\v the uon moember to contest the

seat with me. believe that T am a repre-
mﬂ'w* of a rm essive shire, and I cer-
tainly think that if the IHome Seoretaly had
meot t‘\c local anuthorities in this matter we
would have obtained some benefit from thi
meazure; as it is, there are only two
')n“cml«“s in the Bill—the extension of the
franchise eud the increased power of rating.

The The
mayoer.

Mr. CATTERMU That and the other
provision are mere dctallw I am rather
frightened that the extension of the fran-
e may be loaded. It is quite possible

1wt two or thres hundred men may get on
the rolls in a sugar district and put mto the
council men who have no sympathy what-
cever with the shire, but who will be there
merely to provide work for the unemployed
—vfo see that there is sufficient revenue from

HoME SECRETARY : election of

rates to do work  when mills and other

incos are clesod.  That is the danger in the

L Had IV iaier made tho qa‘d fica-
ton tiwelve suonths, T would have given him
My osunrpor:, I cannot do so at the
present time,

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): The

hen, wmember who introduced the Bill went
iuto one or two matters very fully. I think
it was fairly evident as the hon. member

procesded, and it became more clear whilst
the hon. member who last resumed his seat
spoke, that it would have been an advantage
—even from the Minister’s own admission—
if the amendment on the initiatory stage
had heen accepted so as to enable more
extensivo powers to be included in the Bill

I agvee that loral authoritics have very
big responsibilitics, which are 1nf‘reasmg
from day to day, and I think it is very

important that tney should recognise their
added responsibilities and that the Govarn-
ment thems:ives =hou]d also extend to them
greater consideraticn than in the past. The
local authorities huve really been vnado little

more than a footstool for the Government,
and treated with very scant respect from
time to time, instcad of receiving the con-
sideration which they ought to have received.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTUGRE: You are
talking of Tory Governments?

Hov. W. H. BARNES: I am speaking
of the prcscnf Government. The hon. mem-
ber made reference to the fact that pretty
well alwawys, in the event of a wvacancy
having to be filled on a local authority, he
had not accepted the recommendation which
came from outside. I am not in a position
to say whether that is so or not, but I do
know that since the present Government
have been in office, again and egain have




Local Authorities

local  autherities themselves recommended
repu » nen to take places on the councils
i e there had not been the ordinary

nominations,
turned
Ministe

hn«l inv

and they have heen repeatedly
down, I am bmmd to accept the
sf'lt(‘HlLYJt that he did not o so
bly followed ‘he recommendation
hori everybody knows
have id is correct.

16

just ¢

J

S ETARY : The hon. member
(h has got one casy,

‘orsEn s A scandalous case.

W, I do mot know

has ¢ nl) he has got a
v good case, but (olfd inly the Govemment
heve left the 1mpression on the public out-
side end the ]ocal authorities themselv
that wcme other influencos were at work,
hindering the work of the local authorities.
The YoME SECRETARY :
forhidden to vote.

a8

People who were

Hox, W. H. BARNES: It is very easy to
make that excuse. The hon. member has
forgotter this sftermoon that the people
rusning the local authoritics carry fairly

loads, It hss been suggested that the
Mipister Af dows not give the local

the momtmv help which they
3 The monetsry help
but as a mstter
that, more
has been impossible
what might be called a
from the Goveram
vou that if haz been said
of one very big local
I suppose the Water
been turned

authoritie

‘Luru\)ll
Boa

dot the re why th
are whick find them-
solves to- ¢ of that treatment

that the local authorities
have not received from the Government the
hels they ought to have reccived [rom time
to time when they were seeking to carry ou

My ~'omrontxon iy

work in a way SJtl“f'lCT(N\ to the
I adwmit. as has heen contende:l
the other side, that the cost of work
}11’ gone up verv li y, whether work

pro-
duced directly by wages or any othor for:n
of work, and consequently local authorities
have suffered very severely.

Oune of the responsibilities

; resting upon
local authorities 19 t‘lo control of health.
I maintain it is o very big question, becausc,

the cszentials s to see that
the health of the mmmmu‘rv well looked
f and that the loeal authority works in
21 as far &s posible with the
I autheritr —the Governmen*, In that*
particitlar regard, mluht I «1\}\ the Minister
how many cases there have been where in
the e¢#sn of drainage—which i 50 Cssen‘r 41
to health, particularly where land is low

after ¢ll, one of

cent

nepule asing—the work of the | wal
rities has been frustrat because thev
not got the proper help fom the

Goverpment ?

The IioME SECRETsRY: I do not know of
any.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I am able to tell
the hon. member again and again of cases.

The homn. member referred to New Zealand,
where he said that, as a result of adult
franchise, the local authorities had expended
so many millions borrowed from their own
ratepayers. Is there not an important phase
of that question at which we should look?
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member’s own state-

may it not bs pessible for a local
authority to borrew without giving due
regard to their abﬂlt*‘ to pav? 1If so, a v

bi;

The Houe
that if they

problem may be facing the Government.
ey

Secrerary : The
are sensiole men,

will not do

Hox, W. P\LS That i where the
trouble ocrurs, and g ogsow h\' I want to
! il because the man who

Tl rkc the men who is

wwol"ml\ for the | iz not the person
who is here to-dey and away to-morrow.
I say that a visitor is not a man who 1is
able to judge rightly in such & matter.

[6 p.m.]

The Homus 8
Zcaland.

Hox., W.
that particular regard that
been spent.

The HoME SECRUTAK

>

srY: He is, in New

H. BARNES: We arc told in
£14,000,000 has

Borrowed in New

Zealand; and £8,000, 000 outside. That is
aver a number of years.
Hox. W. . B P\ ‘3' It iz perfectly

certain that ratepa a right at this

particular juncture to look Yound carefully,
"n'l lind out what this policy is going to be.
Dy way of 1l ation, what has been the
policy of the State Government? FHas 1t
not been a policy of absolute recklessness in
cennsction with borrowing? Is it not w1th
-ument in the hands
ponsibility 7 If
cat hardship
perity of Queens-
ad to hear ﬂze homn.
n sav—and look what he could have
he had made the Bill sufficiently
el provi ion—thut the
bute towards the expenses
; in other words, that
rates to local authorities.
formotten th:t there has
on the part of legislation,
not to giv local authorities power in
certain directicns fo get more monsy, but to
cneroach upon what *hﬂv are gettmg

The Hoar SEC ®y: T did not say the
CGovernment. I said people engaged in profit-
making business,

Hox. W. H, BARNES: I am quite pre-
pared to admit that that s "\vhat the hon.
gentleman said.  He was referring, T sup-
posa, to a business such as the Stete Produce
Agenrv. Theu there is the fish business
Would that be callied a profit-making busi-
ness? I take it, then, that if the Home
Rocretary had his way a business of that
kind would be (\.ﬂlod upon to contribute to
the comamon fand. T think the hon. gentle-
man is to be Contrlm‘ulateu in that paxtlcvlar

ard. I do not know v hether T was right
i1. fo]}ovv ng him, but I thought I heard
him say, by wav of interjection, that. later
on. he was going to bring in a greater
scheme, probably a consolidating Act,

The HoME SECBETARY :
Tocal Authorities Act.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Might I suggest
that he make a note of that now, so that
there will ke no doubt about its being put
in?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Would
vou make it apply to Commonwealth pro

perty as well?
Hon, W.H. Barnes.}

o desive to place an insty
of pvopm

have no v
to be a ve
to the pro
vervy g

who

Do not ot
been o tondene

I
—‘ov

A comprehensive
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Honx. W. H. BARNES: My own opinion
is that, when Government buildings receive
the advantages which they must receive from
municipal enterprise, the local authority
should, in turn, receive consideration. The
hon, c'ehﬂoman made reference to the fact
that locsl authorities in certain directions
were not doing their work properly.

The Howur SrcrrrsRY: They really can-
not; I will put it in that way.

Hox, W. H. BARNES: I know something
about local authorities, and I know they are
keenly alive to the neceszity for doing their
job well and making provision for increased
population. All the local authoritics are not
like those to which the hon. gentleman
made reference this afternoon, when he said
that one had had presentad to it a park,
and by reasen of the expense had turned it
down. He made use of the argument, by
inference, at least, that local authorities
generally were indifferent to the needs of the
peoplo in that particular regard. I say it
1s not so. Instead of turning down a pro-
posal of Hlat kind, the local authorit v with
which T have been associated has made it a
distinet me(ss to buy up lowlying !and,
for two reasons—(1) to prevent buﬂdm*s
being erectod on such land; and (2), to pro-
vide parks in thosc places.

The Howr SEcRETARY: That will be in the
amending Bill, too.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The local autho-
rit_v with which T am connected has bough
up low lvm;z qround at Stone’s Corner and at
Stanley Bridee. V'hv? Because wo contsnd
that the duty of s Iom’u authority is to see
that, as DODIT]:J.IOXI increases, there are
plenty of breathing spaces, and at least Lhar
p(iorﬂo are m‘ev toﬂ hom bui Idmg on l‘nd
ki

The

would s

ARY : ﬁhose land agents
hod of the river.

BARNES: I do not know
hon. gentleman is speaking from

Hox., W, H.
whether the
O:\pcurn(‘,(‘.
Thn Howr SecrETARY: I know people who

e been unfortunate in that regard.
Horx., W. H. BARNES:

man is speaking of

1

The hon. gentle-
someong olse’s experience.

The Homz SerETany: I go round with my
eyes oprn. In your district there are soma
properties round Norman Creek which will
be fAocded w1th a rize in the creek,

Flox., W. FL BARNES: The aim of that
fcenl authority nws been to seck to buy up
loces like tha We have done so again
gain in orde“ to mot“ct the puhm
FCME NECRETARY : e commend-
but all mral auth )Or}txes are not like

¥, W, H. BARNES: There are some
s on which I would like the hon.
tleman to give me some idea whether
my view is: right or wrong. I notice one
of the mmcmleg of the Bill is that, assum-
ing the number of members 01d1nar11v
belonging to the council to be twelve, the
thirteenth man would be the chairman, As
far a: I can sce, according to the Bill, it
is quite possible for that person to be elected
right outside the local authority area alto-
gether.
The HoMe SecrRETARY: IHow?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: It does not specifi-
cally state that the chairman is to be elected

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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within and from the area concerned. It does
state that the members themselves are to be
eiected fromwi within that area. It seems to
e that, if the Bill remains as it is now, it
is going to be open for anyone from outside—
Sy, (/001r)wr00~to be elected as chairman
of that shirc council.

The Home SECRETARY: Noj;
should be within the area.

Hox. W. H. BARD "‘S I am very glad
to hear that. I take it the hon. gentleman
will see to it.

The HoMe SecreTary: IHe
cloctor of the area.

Honx. W. H. BARNES: It does not say
80 One thing is perfectly certain: ¥e should
be an elector of the arca. I notice that no
sitbing member is entitled to be a candidate
whilst he is sitting. I regard that as a
distinct weakness in the Bill. What should
be the qualifications of a chairman? Surely
they should be the qualifications of a man
who has had some experience! Is it not
possible, under the Bill, for someone without
any expeliencn to be elected as a chairman—
someone outside the local authority area alto-
gether? 'That would be manifestly unfair.
Probably the hon. gentleman will tell me
that he will only havo onc vote. I am quite
prepared to admit that, but, if von want
to make a succoss of the Bill, it shculd
provide that the chairman must be one who
i in eclose touch with the distriet.

The Svcaerary For  AgrruLtvrn: Can’t
you leave it to the common sense of the
voters?

Hon. W. H. BARNES: No. It is the
duty of this Eodx to make prmﬁlon in
this direction and not leave it to the voters
5 decide.  Then, again, the Bill provides
thut, in the event of the chairman-clect
remaining in cffice, say, for two years, and
a vacancy occurs, ‘or the balance of the
term the members then sitting will elect the
chairman. I do not know whether it was
intended to make any provision for filling

I think they

must be an

>

the vacancy in such a contingency.

The Howr Spcrersry: The council will
elec? a chairman, aad, if he is a member
of the cmmcn—as he 0rob1b1 will be—
provision is made for hlS election by a vote,
the same as ab an ordmary clection.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Then there i3 an
outcome of & pﬂ’mcmlb in the Bill which

wn

trikes me as a weakness. Supposing thers
are four divisions in an area. and there is
prepo ﬁioratmw voting sﬁeng“h in one of

w0

th divisions, it would be pessibie for that
division to control the whole di hat
1:. a denger in conncstion with the election

of the chairman. I know I shall be told—

and probably rightly—that it depends on the
egnod scnse of tho electors, who are oub to

got the very best man.
Th e SRCRETARY :

The Ho The council c¢an
alter the boundaries to suit local conditions.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am afraid that
is a very thin argument.

The Hour SECRETARY:- It is only
tion of a redistribution of seats;
what you are always advocating.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Ves, and it is
something that the hon. gentleman and his
party ave very slow in carrying out. I
notice another provision which seems to be
very dangerous. I am not reflecting in any
way upon the chairman, whoever he may be,

a ques-
that is
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but to-day the chairman of a local authority
is not ahowcr off his own bat, to spend as
much as £100. T see the Bill proposes that
a chairman may spend up to £100 on his
own authorit

The Hoaz S
can toke that
likes

Hox. W. ¢ is another
puuclmc in the Bill w 1fh which T absolutely

tpaRY : The local authorits

irom him if it

power awa ¥

concur. No Bill be pa does
not wive powes W authorl to deal
with houses ihat are unfib for vCCdDath*l

It

to ti in that 1or*ard

¢ s ouid again stress the
point tleman should have
made cventing  a  number  of

P
}\onao*—“lt may bo < b

on a lb-perel

ine or two—being crectod

-

huddicd to'
and that is

health noint

ral point of

ot v 1ew
view.

©

had thought
I would

that

DARN]
indesd.

hon. cont HE
principies of
thn cl):urm

eiples in the Bill.

The hon.
to the
sarved to
A 5
ot of

dangoer
ad ,115
taree

e . N
Loat moeans mord

admit ‘..hat it

meres
inent m
1, not
the tens

wlhi

for
by
1o

‘Ilr\T

The
intorest,

Hox.
intere : who
have e : . bligation  or
z-(npou ing the

nwoney ulould hwo the sam: voice as those
who have to find the mone I am perfectly

certain that the hon. gentleman’s sssertion
is not a sound one, and that the extension

¢ e will involve very greatiy
increased taxation, I would ask if, behind
this Bill, there is not a desire to see that

1920—y

of the franchisa
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owners of property and people
tenants are rated wmors and more
of the inereased taxation which
ahout from this extension of ths
No matter h local authoriti
v opresent time, taxation
5+ cannot be aveided,
the <door to still greater

will
o &
{ranchise
e run at
t increasc;
but this Bill will open

come

taxation.

The Foxp SscreTany: Don’t
& lavge amount of is
local authorities now?

Hox, W, 1L BAR‘I\'ET': I know
of any largr amour: of money being wasted
by local authorities, 3o {far as know,
they spend th money a great decl better
then the Governmont spend theirs y
exp: rience of lora altLO‘“lt‘(’b is tha‘t they
are very icalous as to spend their
mon lmu an argued that

The

there arce so

funciions that can be betber
perforied by Ao‘,l authoritics than by a
lavger anthority; and I ask if tho people
the =apot are uot better able to fulfil
functions then somevne who comes
outsids

I meant
local authorit
of cler

'he noney
Iowas per-
when e 1o se of the

50 C N
the Biil
»o right to
Which clause?
The franchiss
=d to the election
hat, under all the
5 already outlined by e,

without auy antee that the man who is
standing s of cxperionce, 1t i3 going

dtive danger.
e has only gob

but

{rom

it that,
brought

ng with

I do not say what
but I say that the
as chairmen should
the work,
there is

not make a
a vefleetion on

50 constituted

gentleman knows
good 1man who we
That is not

The HOAIL ‘»F RETARY : He w 111 most likely
be brought from a well-known local authority.
Hox. W, H. BARNES: Yes, and he has
to withdraw from the local authority before

he can stand, and fthat is a distinct weak-
ness in the Bill, Whilst I recognise that
there are one or two things which are

satisfactory in the Bill, the provisions with

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]



338

Local Authorilies

ard te the fraunchise and in connection
with the olection of chairman are good
reasons why inembers should vote against

the Bill.
Mr. l)U WSTAN

may safely  asume
ncasure  that  Opp
fo‘ﬂqw the practice
O‘d‘({ to labour
> this  Bill
popular  ther will
finally, they will
own original idea. I thmk we may
t that in three

(& ympic): 1 think we
regard to this
members  will
usually adopt in
and stubbornly
when 1& becomes
and that
their
safely alsc
¥ time, on the next

they
reforms
that
accept it
argue that it was

I to the el tors, no hon. member
opposite will be game to advecate the
repeal of this measure, because they will

be afraid of the women’s vote. The stan-
dard of quslification of citizenship in local
government affairs set up by bon. moembers
opposite  is—fizst, nioney and  property,
rather than manhood and womanhood ; and
they will in everv case say it is ]oglc(Ll
that a vote in local affairs should be given
to a brothel-keeper. for instance, or a proﬂl—
gate who pavs the rates, or even an imbecile.
They will give him votes in proportion to the
money he pays in rates, while at the same
time the most noble-livi ing citizen in the ¢om-
munity, even the Man of Nazareth himeclf,

“who had not where to lay His head.”
would have no qualification at all, because
by the hon., member for Carnarvon and
others he wonld be 1vegarded as of no
acvount, ox it would be sknd that he did
not know hew to manage hiz own afiairs

ln’ltCI‘lul woealth in the com-

and lay up
munitr. The people in the communitfr,
of whom hawe at ont ono vola
affair * a in the el
members of this ( r‘"'nbﬂ} which
laws which govern Jocal authoritios, The
Hogieat hat thoss ge ut!omm who
are ol lscal councils at confer-
onee o conierence assume the right to
siay o 1 people in the commanity that
they «iall have no vote in local offsirs,
ltu')ugh the people have clected representa-
hv who alone make it possible for the
councils to exist at all, T think thar, after all,
the hasic (1L1Hﬁoat10q of citizensinp in any
community must be manhood and woman-
11@0(!; and “\'hat better influence could there

s the

to theso

Semawia e mLGLY @naaLs,  Liait
the 111(’.1»1011 of \\o uen in the voting power

of the community?

¢ ! If the merc factor of
interest in the

Imanom] welfare of the

COY mumtv is goiiig to be the only qualifi-
cation for cltwr\n%}!lp, then all the mothers
and  wives who at present share the
burden as mueh as their rate-paying husbands

ust for ever, as in the past, be excluded
from the right of Cltuenshlp in local affairs.

that every man of the Opposition
gree that women’s influence in Jeeal
aff,.rq ‘will make for progress in the civie
responsibilities of our State. I think that,
as reascnable and logical people, we shall
recognise that the so- called irresponsibles in

any community amount to a ve small
fraciion of one per cont., and that small
scction will bhe totally dizcounted by the

influence of women if thpv arc given a vote
in local government matters, After all this
talk about irrcsponsibles, and the (‘ﬁ"ect thev
may have in the progress of civic affairs. the
influence they may bave in regard to the
flotation and expenditure of loans the humour
of it is that there are not a few irrespousibles
on the local councils to-day, and they are
there because they are largely subservient to

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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the will and \ush(‘s of the

large ratepayers,

whose ca of civic progress is to
keep 1}10 rates. I know that, gener-

ally speaking, tl
»n the council at
large extent  the
irremovable conm
I am ed that

re are a lot of goud nen
the preseut time, but to a
are dominated by the
n of the “ go- slows

this chenge in our

franchisa takes place we will sce an Impetus
Ql\(‘ll o (1\1‘ progress gllcl as
heen

has never
fore. and right throughout the
g > country districts as well as in
the eities, e will find citizenship locked
upon as #n honour to every man and woman,
and ‘h,xt it will aid in the progres: of our
civie affaivs and the welfare of our great
tate. (Hear, hear!)

Mr, CORSER: There is no doubt but that
the introduction of this Bill is going to
disnlease the country residents of cur State.
Unfortunately, the Government have
attempted to make political local govern-
ment, and this Bill ssts out with a
determined effort to try and introduce
into local government a political atmos-
phere.  The Bill 15 not going te add to
the usefulness of local government. The
Home Sceretary has not explained how he
is going to nake it possible to compile
the rolls for the local authorities. 1 know
of oune local aunthority comprising part of
four Staro rates,  As long as our State
rolls ave in the awful state m which thev
are now, it will be « hard for the

dacto

Minister to give a fair roll under this
schrme.  But there is one bright spot in
the whole thin that iz, that it w il make

1d cleaning  of

e ”‘)I«‘ a checking ¢ roils
which it is impossible to do under our State
systemn without t1m‘.1(ndmx> e} nis LTIOI’! amd

o, We will have a s the
3 OC 1l government areas !
head. o aro on the rolls. and of the
duplic: : W hsentees hich we hove
not hoen n get up to the present tine.
rospect 1t may be ¢
js provision iumay provs
in ise. I must
opp the Bill on principle. There may be
OTe provision.@ in the Bill that have been
eskoed fer by local authority representatives
f at \\xll bo useful. but no one can

P SR : -

ubine
of the ad-

variou

that
a Diless

[5.30 pom.]

=

sal fra‘nch ¢ 1s  going in
connection  with  loeal The
Minister in  proposi . provision iz
trzing to uphold the sentineents not of hon.
mewmbe but of their dictators.
The hon. gentleman tried to show that the
cxtension of the franchise is going to re-
volationise lozal government in Quesnsland.
I‘w pointed out ‘that he is going to give

5 a tremendous power, and that
become as important as

Tocal bedie
fho ¢ going to

a

this Parliament. He said they would hive
rol of their own affairs. And so they
ousht fo have. Jut xhov cannot control

their cwn destinies with a great part of the
revenue which they oueht Yo receive seized
by the State. The local authoritics have to
make rosds and carry out other business
entrusted to them. but they have been
deprived of the full vevenue from land
raxation within their arca. I maintain that
we should give local authorities the full
revenue derived from land taxation, and not
take from them half a million obtained
from that souvce per year. The fact that
local authorities had been deprived of
that revenue has been one of the things
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which has killed local
past.

The HoxMe “ECRETARY : You had it free for
rears from State taxation, but never took
advantaze of that fact,

Mr. CORSER: We hdd it free from State
taxation for b tor himself
shows that there is a glcat lack of iuterest
in such matters, The hon. gentleman stated
that a year or two ago he had to appoint
three members to ]OC"u authority couneils,
bhat another year uo had to appoint five
members, and that last year he had to
appoint ¢ seven mm’nbors to local autho-
rity ceunei That shows that interest in
local government has gone, because an
amount of mones has been taken from the
local authoritics which they ought to have
received. The Minister has stated that Jocal
governing hodies have not done th duty,
and that the condition of the roads in many
local anthority arcas is evidence of that facf
T4 the hon. gentleman travels over roads in
a State motey-car, he may find that they are
not what they ought to be, but the hon.
gentleman doea not know the trouble and
difficultics which confrent a shire in the back
country, where th have to make roads
over black roil ant idge creeks. What 1
the State doing to-dav in the direction of
aspisting loral xrmnrnmenf" What are the
Government doing in the settled arcas of the
State to assist local bodies to improve the
present condition of things? Thme\ is no
evidence that anv provision hss been made
for the Rkiain Rords Bill, which has beon
ostak 1, that will in

government in the

18

any way ¢ St IO(’&A
ruthoy The Government, in  newly
settled distvicts where ereat trarts of land

1
are availuble for ent, curvev that land
on a mar. leave 1 parts which they call
raads, and then call u]m'l the local authori-
tiss to forra those rosds and make them
ueefal. When the roads have heen made
ful, land ogents and others take intend-
: ctors and show them vacant allot-
ments which have been made available by

s

the loczl autherities by spending money
raised from the taxpayers. The Government
should be responsible for making available
lunds held by the Crown in any district, and
should keep thuse roads clear of noxious
weeds. and  not  leave them to hecome
breeding-grounds for all sorts of pests. But,

ns a matter of fact, the local authorities have
cleared hiundreds of miles of road, and have
had to pay for the work of eradicating
nrick]y-pear and other noxious weeds. The
Minister claims that the great dutv—the first

dnty—of a local aufhnrltv is to make roads.
The Worr Segcretarv: I did not claim
that; T said the opposite.

AMr. CORSER: That is
by the hon. gentleman, and I say that in
making that claim he does not knew the
departmoent he js administering. In cur dis-
trict it has cost us more to rid our roads
of pear, as demanded by the department, in
the last fow years than the local authorities
have had available afterwards to spend on
the roads. The Minister has referred to the
New Zealand Lor‘ﬂ Government Act, 'md
the glorious things that are possible under
that Act. find that the New Zealand
statute provides for a subsidy for local
government, but the hon. gentleman told us
nothing about that provision. The hon.
gentleman spoke of one shire in which money
was made available for the assistance of the
mayor when elected, but he told us nothing

the claim made
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sbout the general provision for subsidies to
local authorities in that Dominion. This Bill
really excludes from the opportunity of con-
testing an eleetion for the position of mayor
or chairman the only man who may be
aualified for that position

Mr. Sar Anyone can stand.

Mr. CORSER: No: the
for tho job in be excluded from the con
rest, Mher may bhe one man or two il
or three men in a district who possess the
necessary  qualifications for chairman, bus
they will be debarred by this measure from
presiding at the conucil chamber becanse t
are members of the council. How can the
Liinisier, under those circumstances, claim
that he is making provision for the election
of the best men to sit at the council cham-
Ler? T do not see how he can make any
such claim  when the senior and most
expericnced members of the council will be
debarred from election to the position of
mayor or chairman. The eclaim has been
made by the Government, and by the hon.
member who has just resumed his seat, that
the Opposition are against extending the
franchise to women. As far as I am con-
cerned, if it was the ratepayer’s wife alone
that was offered a vote, there would not be
any very great opposition to it. We claim
that the wife in the home has as many rights
as the hushand.

he Fodr SerneTirY @ You refused it, but
Fou ve the burglar three votes because he
has property.

Mr, CORSER: T did not. If the Govern-
ment are sincere in their desire to do a fair
thing hy the country. let them adopt the
principle of giving the women most c¢on-
cerned a say as to whether there should be

an oxtension of the franchise Lest hon.
mnm’y g he consst“nt in this mmter and
rtainly be consistent as far as the
nd his wife are concerned. Giv
omen a sayv in all strike ballots.

Mr. Surri: Would you give a woman a
say in the management of a business?

Mr. CORSER: Women have a great say
in the management of verv many businesse
I am prepared to admit that the Local
Authorities Act does want revising in very
many particulars, but this amendment hag
not been suggested by the local authoritie
representatives who sit in Brisbane—thesa
men vxho have been insulted for giving the
best in them for their country without psy.
Thay get no £500 a vear—these men we
hear of as being too old to bo useful—these
men who do not get passes

MMe. Forpe: You must be locking for
votes,

Mr. CORSER: No; I am not standing
as Federal member for Capricornia, and
do not know that the hon. member is yet,
either.

Mr, Corrixs: Ges

Mr. CORSER: We are right back to it
and that is the money that is necessary.
The Minister it broadening the franchise so
as to provide more money for the Joral
authorities and relieve the Government by
creating asustance bureaux to absorb the
unnﬁ*plovpd in the cities. That is the real
chject and reason of the Bill. T am net
concerned about the city of Brisbane, nor
am I concerned about Kingfisher Creek, but
I am concerncd about those people living
in the back country who are the ratepayers

Mr.

man best fitted

back to mother earth.

Corser.]
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who will have to find the increased
nuee. Anyone who locks beyond the city
of Brisbane and realises the drought he
people in the ccuntry have gone
and the non-production, will
under these conditions it Is 1
< the rates; vyet this Government
to put in the hands of individuals

vower to ineressze the rates without a maxi-
um at ail.  Thev ean increase the rats
and increase the valuation to eny amount

uko, and vote as much loan money as
then put their swags on their
end walk out after m“rt?ng all they
That is the son why the Bill is

cdueed, and I : no sccret of it,

ii rn

back

ccted.

The Houme &
Mr, CORSER: will burst them wup
in less than twenty years, the same as you
hava burst the St Te up and burst your
pa““ up.  To-duy's caucus, no doubt,
aled that fact

Tnc SPEAXER : Ovder!

i, And the sooner youw go
n sooner the Stale have a chance of

ing sane flﬂal In the past, many of
iocal authoritics received large revenues
the hugs stations A)LIlChd.pL‘d by tie
but they have been deprived
as up to the pre-ent they
a fair thing from the

{rom

Gover nmcnt

am 1ot to bb
Llinister’s statcment of
. We know that in all
cly mme has to spend

: 5 and  because
- the Government does

vy
money

nines h:wﬂ done, it
hlty to

1 (‘O”l"\)a”lies

yarcs in the samc Ay as

¥ producer, and we cannot se¢
1‘1(‘ Government should be {rec in regard
o btatf stations and ot}mr State cnterprises.

IE Qﬂ"t RET:RY: You are wrong in

R: Jf T am wrong, hon.
ill probably be able to enlighten
know 1 ari right, and the replies
ns asked in this Ilouse are in
with my statements. The Min-
v made a great mouthful about tho elec-
or. Iie told us what a fair
to let everybody have s say as
in tho local couneils,
1 it was a good
also be

If the argu-
or should be
1 indepcudently of members of the
jornl council, then the same argument can
e used in connection with thc election of
ker of this Assembly. I do not think

would

7 in this Asser
od  that the

T Government will agree with that sug-
gastion, and I wonld h\e the Minister to
give us his ideas in that connection. The
Minister teld us how local councils have
deteriorated; and why should net they? In
one instance in my district, the Gayndah
Xfunicipal Councii

The Houe SroreTary : That is one instance.
Mr. CORSER: The Gayndah municipality
is not the only instance where we have
proved what the Government have done. Tt
s onc instance—when one Minister was going
out of the chair and another Minister going

[Mr. Corser.
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we were able to sccure and have
d on the table of the louse pap show-
ing what gocs on with the Minister in the
{ome Department. A recommendation came
‘G thg (om«ul tuble in Gayndah,
cmayor should be appomtnd t
byt the Goverwmeut did nod
mination. The Minister wr8te

‘i{‘nd, Billy Demaine, and asked
them who would be a suitable man—-
Hon, W. . Darxes: Of the proper brand?

. CORSER: That is right. A snitable
wan to il the ;j(;“lt}Oﬂ in th_wr ats.
Eiv. Do i 1» hiz suggeston.

v Who is Mr. Demaine?
aORsE Y eur The papers

"“id on table aml when he

YOO phointment
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ciiect

Wf‘nhl
the ha
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from

€,
i

ER
o

in

cur friend

his long
other eon-
srnetioallt
vractically
sien of the

Th ras the

d aong
that int he
mposs pro-

um‘\ﬂ “xp to
; he not dono
directions <o far as ex-
> to woinon '1% (‘)]'\C(}]‘l'?{"‘l?
'hatcver, and vet he
is not i

GO

nog

nture to add
weimen in the

tell

» onld

hat their hus-
d thn work
O’lﬂ" well

£ the local “uH-‘OritiC: with-
out their hothering about i at all.  (FHeaw,
hea ,') I look upon women  as being in

: ense quite the equal of men. It is not

espect of the women that 7 epealk
way. Ion. members know that. I
1 upon women with az mueh respeet as
any men in this chamber or outside.

The hon. member has mot shown this
House any necessity for the proposed altera-
tion, nor has he shown where it has worked
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effectively or in the intevests of any other
locality. e 1,.ont1c‘*10d Au(‘x’“nd and Well-
ington, Neow Zewland, Why did he not
go the whaole v, and tell us all about Auck-
Jand?  Why did he =ot tell us ;
receive a subsidy from thm
order to enable t
Is that the
b fore this U

}L xf ‘X"O

Govo

il s
ho ity and
has

DE

n(mu xmumt of
ed, that guit

the ire

have the

}— OV
ot o

t think it wa
Di d you ever

ou are
mel prisoner

rizoners ont of gaol, and " the
e that T shall go again to try
oners unt if I think I have a good

g With regsrd to any man or woman in
the community who happens to b+ in St
shali certninly go to the Home

and trv to set him or her out

thirk it right to do so—{Hear, hear )—

cr «hould be asham of him-

for his ]HtO)]e(‘LICH. (Hear. arly 1
have never gonme to him, nor will T ever go
to him, to ge! a man out of prison whom I

think onght to be there
My, Coruvs: Keep cool!

TAYLOR: T am cool. but I do not
Tike dut*‘ insinuations like that.

Keep cooll

The SPEAKER: Order! Orderi

M. LOR: 1 should like to savy some-
thing with yegsrd to Government buildings
and Y dave say that the ownoer of every

N 1

m(nt rents ot the
ront cieney
) mm and
cwned by fh
no rates ‘V}!Hf'l}"f’l'. ;r
Gov rnment building:
on street and running a

i the

Gove

building

ono Georgoe strees
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and William strcet, had contribuied their

fair proportion to ‘the maintenance te the
city of By bane, they would have contri-
buted ciont to have built the new town

hall.  (Hear, hear!) But th(}}' have not con-
tributed anything 2t all, and I do not think
iy i3 fair to ohz";ge lacal "w*L(‘ntxe» t

¥
having carried owt their work as it
have been carried out when we know

as the Gove
they de naf
they would
ies were

so fay
carnoed,

activitios ar
the :
yeooaive?
carried on by 7

b
31

reed
o' tolr L\‘,zsn
ve in that particular
g to ~ that as 4 basis for

yment of rates, I take 1t those 1nd1\ i-
duals who purchase in Qu ~et shon
heve a vote in rogard to Queen-street pro-
as woll in the arca in which they
That weuld Le 20 if the hon. gent!

arguincat sund. i i
vor

m

an’s

with
1Moo

‘rm»

fact remairs
woman goes
Leeomes

a

~d Qf

of that
deniod

i the ledger or the
the household. The parey
roperty is responsible for
Take There is vivtuaily ai
urigred continet botvee
and orie-owner thet
1

cn the loeal autho
thoss  rTates

A

1ng  wher local authoiit
should he pat It 15 nct

on cf the responsib
to heve a vots
shupe or form.
‘ that that persen 1§
mlv interested in the improvement of the
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arvea with the man or woman who cwns the
property. 1 sav he Is not. He cannot be
bhecause the more the locality is improved tho
more valuable that property bucomes, and

it i3 to thoe interest of the ratepayer to see
that the area in which he ides should be
proved. The Ilome HBecretary also made
statement which I cholle If 1 under-

tcod him correetly, he said tne Mayor of
o waz elected by the electors.

Howe Seemprary: By the persons on
They have not got adult franchise.

YT ’)R Tha i‘

,('11(-
the voll

Mr. TA

m:dctlv \\ln.t we

want, T
I;v the olcohn
the mayor
That would bﬂ @
Howr 8
same,

Mr. TAYILOR : No, the principle is not the
same; it is widely different. The hon.
gentleman proposes that the mayor should
be elected by the electors

The HoME SFCRETARY :
the roll.

Mr., TAYLOR: Those whom he intends to
put on the roll are to be the eleciors, and
they are people who have no natural
respons «dbility as to payment of rat Then
there is the Home Secretary’s state: nmxu with
regard to the apathy—if you like to call it
s0—or the want of intesest in local authority
wnatters. I do not think his statement is
borne out by facts. Ic told us that last
scar he put on to the various local authori-
ties throughout the State forty-five council-
lors. Is that a large number out of a total
number of 1,6007 ile did not state the
reasons why he had to do that. There m:
have been some special reasons why some of

no ob*
the rat

good thing.
cnEvany ;. The

principle is

By these who are on

the residents in thowe particular areas did
not come forward and offer to s for
these positions, I think he told us t in

en he was asked t
pumbered T do not tlmk
at shows apathy with rcgard to local
ity mattors. T have been connected
;ith a2 lecal authority for twelve years in
Fehruary vex There is not now on that
loesl aut].o ity o singl® allerman who was
thare when I went in. That shows that what
has heen said about men getting into local
authorities and remaining theve and retard-
ing progress, so far as that local authority
is concerned, is not correct. During that
time probably onc or two have gone out of
the council by death. One or two have been
returned unopposed. I have fought two
elections durmtr the twelve vears I have been
there, and T have bicon returned unopposed
an other occasions. There is not that apathy
whizh is stated to be present. If the Ilome
v were in Sydnev or Melbourne and

he aldert

1 soven,

put on

he 3rishanc or wnv local authority ares
in Queensland being run down as being
behind the

n o as

times, he would maintain it was
forward condition as any in the
States. Uo knows perfeetiy well
al authorities have sdvanced v 1th the
snd the desive st present is not to
1(‘1‘mm stil! or to go back. This 1= »n age
of pregress.  {(IHear, hear!) As the Honio
Sceretary rald, it i= an age of change, and
we have to be prepared for change: but we
want to make our changes in the right
direction. (Hear, hear!) 1t is quite possible
so to change the order things which exists
to-day as to put back the clock twenty,
thirty, or forty years, instead of, as we all
devoutly wish,” putting the clock

ahead and
[Mr. Taylor.
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There several other

il with which we all

aroe

stch ma tno

p‘, ovision with regard te
area No doubt, it s time that that matter
was taken in hand, compe
Brisbane wnd the m(tropoh‘rdn aren
most of the cities in the Commonwealth, 1
think there are ver slums here than in

Southern citics.
The IIoME SECRETARY: I
example in my own town.
Mr. TAYLOR: I do.not know that the
Government can be complimented in regard
to draivage matters o frll as we can judge

have a good

from the operations of a certain local
authority d ¢ the last few years. Most
local authorities, however, have tackled the

work in & proper shirit and have done their
Ve best fo cope with it.  Anyone who is
conversant with the metropelitan area knows
thet the growth of Brisbane and the metro-
politan area during the last twenty vyears
has ])101)&})1‘7 been more rapid than it was
during the whole previous period of  its
istorv. In fact, evervone has been surprised
at the remarkable growth which Brisbane
and the metropolitan area have made
during tho last fifteen or twenty years. And
we can only go on making ‘nmmvomcnt as
we raise the necessary money. The Govern-
m(\nt are finding that they have to cut their
coat according to their cloth—according to

{heir money.  They have practically spent

their money in so many useless ontm‘pﬂtht‘s
)

that now they are ‘““up against it’ They

find it impossible cven to carry out works
that are absolutelv necessary in the best
interests of the commumty. Instead of
starving the Metropolitan Water and Sewer-
age Bomd as has been the case during the
last few wvoars, they should have pushed the
zewerage works of that board ahead for ail
they were worth.

The TREASURER: We have been giving the
card £40,000 a month. Your qumn nent
cnly gave them £20.000 a month.

VMr. TAYLOR
£40.000 a wmonth, they should have
ing them £400, £90 a month, and the wer
Thoutd huve berm pushed on to oormpl -,,Ju
Lw'xono knows that uniil conncciiony sye
made no revenue can bhe refurned from- tae
work; =nd the sooner thosc connections are
made, tho sooner it is going to be a revenue-
prodieing job. It is one of those wo that
should not have hx(n starved.  There are
plenty of other works that might have been
convoniently set on onc side, but that work
Should certainly have been puahod on.

The TreEssTRir: It has not been starved.

. T AVT OR
OXcOe
Hl'\ cle

: Instead of giving the board
¥ 1

»

The local authorities have
IV in the matter of di
mng; up of their arcas.
¥ Ig
ome Secretary referred
as connected with tho
but 1t 1~ not »w

to one w hich h(‘ said
clectorate of Winds
clectorate at all. W
connm'ted with thet n’mttor are, T '
Lnow; but I believe that a very excelient
prepo-al was twmed down. Most of © tocal
authorities. however, have recalised for some
time that they ha*'e a daty to peviorm to

) not

their rafepsyers and to Queensland. and they
are c¢ndeavouring nrmmt] snd have been
for some considerable ﬂmo, to meet tho

situation and to carry ont works in the best
interests of the people so that their arca may
be one in which veople will be glad to cowmn
and live. I do not intend to take up
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much more tune, but I would just like to
gay that I was very ,.mmmtcd at the
Lomo Secretayr th IO\de to

focal authoviti
sympathy between
the Jocal authe Mlo Lo
a huge unpaid department ¢ ;
importaut publie vork, Good work in this
direction lias been carried on for very many
years, and to expect the outback areas, where
there is a sparsc population—only a2 few
hundreds as compared with the the nds

Lt i the ety --to make the roads which

Are Neces to develop and sarry on the
work of thiz great State is asking too much
from tho-e few individuals.

The Szemrerary ror Preric Laxps: In
of the outback districts thev have
roads than th~y have in the citiex.

Mr. TAYLOR: I am pleased to hear it
At one time a subsidy was granted to the
local authorities by the Government. Unfor-
tunately, that is not the casc now. The

#QIMe
bitter

whole of the money hes {0 be found by the
ratepayers in the various local authority
areas. 2o far as some of the outside dis-

tricts are concerned, it will be a ¢ Lhmlfv if a
measure jike this goes through, and if per-
sons who have no financial rﬂmon"blhtv
ave allowed a voise in the u\'pcndxr\uv of the
ratepayers’ mones. I do not think QU(‘l
r=onle should have any say in the eapendi-
ture of the rates, sceing that, once the money

r

has been . thov can pub on their hats
and clear out of the dlatnci, and all the
responuibilit> for paring for those =

will rerrain
loen |+<

the people who live in the

SMITH (Muckay): I rise with a good
; g
ure to sup ;mt the sccond read-

Bill. It wiall be remembered that
on twa  p ¥ oweasions practically the
; least a Bill con tainivg the

: adult fmr"chl:p in connec-
tlon § foenl
l,n. sugh th“ Hoh\f ¢

th mr(\sls in
did 1<>t becoine
the pesition wi
can doubt that
or w great step for-
that our metheds of

P

g place.
lawe. No one who nnal'
regard to loeal auth
the fime has now con
ward: that is 5 eay,

Jocal govermment requive te be reorganised
and laid on a semewhat wider basis than
hes beon the case in the past. It has been
interesting to follow the speeches of hon.

membpers opposite.  Almost cvery one of them
who hus spoken on this Bill his condemned
the princinle of adult suffrage, and has raised
many thin which they put forward as
argume inst that principle. The argu-
ments they have used to- night and on an
earlicr stage of the Bill are arguments that
have been against progress every tima
those progreszive measures have been br ought
fo 't We heard the hen. member for
Windsor arguing against this syst~m. Ho
dzalt with the question of omen  heing
allowed a-vote for local authorities, and said
that women would be content to leave the
matter in the hands of their parents or their
husbands. That is an avgument which
used again:t the extersion of the franch
to women at parliztm(‘nta elections, 8o it
is with every reform. These people cannot
sualise amthnm being different from what
it iz to-day. ,Uwy caunut conceive of any
policy which aiters the exisiing state of affaive
as being one which they should support.

Qg
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They are a party who stand f(n lmnnw th'
as theyv ave, and a party who at all
support vested interests, The principles
local g_*(w(‘vnm(nf can bo casily wf’\tud. The

matters which affect a given ares as a
eity, a town, or a shire—should bc dealt
with by the people living in the 7 icular
area, whereas matters of national i ifanca

Trﬂ‘mﬂf the interests of the State

should be dealt with by Parliam:

know that in every country the
bilities of Darliament are becoming
greater yvear by year. The activities which

Parliament is carryving on have become more
diverse and Comph\,ated under the existing
svstem of things. In olden times govern-
mont could be carried on in a somewhat
haphazard w Men could attend to their
pmhamontal) duties at the fag-end of the

dav; they could look after thelr huqnos%
during the day and come along at night

time fo give some consideration to the affzirs
of the State. But, owing to Parliament
having entsred into various enterprises which
wore formerly locked upon as the domain
of private enterpries, the congestion of
busziness in Pall,avncnt has beconie greater
and more complex. Anvone who studieys the
position will see the 1mn01tance of delegat-
ing affairs to local authorities which haw

not beon delegated to them in the past.
Arguments have been uwsed with regard to the

Té wponﬁll)llltv of certain individuals. Some
members have said that, under this Bill,
men and women will he enfranchised who

have no responsibility in the community. I
contend that there is no basis for that argu
ment., There 1z no such thing as an
irl"ﬁpf)ﬂhib]t individual in the com}nmity
unless he be a lunatic or an imbecile. Every
individusl huas certain respousibibities ‘ro the
State and to his fellow-men. (Hear, hear!)
We find e progress which has been
made in coun can he directly
amount of interest the
peopie themselves have taken in their own
affairs. We know that that is the case in
Queensiand and Australia. In the old days,
under a limited franchise, Parliament was
controllad by represontatives  of  vested
interests, but with the extension of a
franchise based upon our common humanity
Australia has gone ahead by leans and
bounds, and from that time dates the bene-
ficial social legislation which we have pas:ed.
Yet we find men will get up in Parliameont---
men who are elected on a system of adult
suffrage—and say that the extension of the

our
neasured by the

X vse in local government will bring
about an undesiral e state of affairs. We
know that that is not likely to come true,
herause the extension of responsibility is
alwavs a good thing to any individuel
Whils we on this side demand certain o8

as cur right-—while we say it is the righ
of every 'man and woman to have a vote in
Pasliament or for every representative 1\0&
—we say that when we concede these rivhis
thev carry with them certain voes: hilities
to the individual. When wmen ave called
upon to assume responsibility. the majority
of them vise to the o cc(mon and acyuit them-
selves as mon.  So it will he in connection
scith Tocal authority matters. No one can
doubt that there is a great nced for dc\'(non-
ing what might be termed “the civie
conscience.”  The principles of citizon=hip
awd civie conscience require clevelopment in

State, and thet can only be done by
ryr the people directly concerned full

(23
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responsi in these things, and power to
ccntrol the conditions under which they tive,
That has been the casa in other countries,
and it will be the case here, and there is a
great ‘unm sefore local govmnmerf in this
State. I do not intend to In any way redect
on thesy who now ocoupy that pesition

believe that, accovding to thelr lights, thy

do the best thev caa. Of course, their lic uts
are ‘\hat (hmm d in man: cases, ‘and
353555 civen o the people
to have a otion of men. If

individuals who have
bers eppesite are the
om of loeal
swill ho do
imagine,
shat we uendeq to ﬂnO“
out of offics and prever
agein cloct to a local
is not txc E lon ai a
5

nperted hon. mem-
st mien to carry on
then those

bd 50

[eR=

a+

07-F icre, or is it
the pr operty aund endeavevrs
family i ' say that the

wrson is more  affected an  the
absentee Jandlord. Tvery one is interestcd
in the maintenance of good roads, the
establishment of public parks, in a proper

supply, and

in lighting and other
which

properiy belong to a
) it iz a recognition of

vings which has caused us to argue in
favour nof this extension of the franchise.
Thers is a g in front of local
authorities, whizh have not in the past
realised to the full their responsibilities and
powers. Under the existing Local Authoritics
Act local bodies are given pratty far-reach-
ing powers, but on very few occasions have
the local authorities fully grasped them. I
have read the words of Lord Rosebers, the
first chairman of the London County Council,
who said that he who desired to serve the
community can find no better sphere than
the municipal sphere. 1 agree with those
words, and the body of which he was chair-
man at that time has carried out many
important activities in the community. The

wata

London County Couneil has been able to do *

a greab deal of good in the London metro-
politan arca. VYet the men who established
those things had to overcome opposition.
They were opposed just as we are being
oprosed. to-day.  One would think that, Wlfh
a new Parliament, with many new members,
some new wdens would be brought to bear in
cennection with this question, but we find
that there 13 a paucity of idcas so far as
the -Oppesition is concerned. They are using
argui ageinst this Bill thet have been
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d against every extemsion of power to the
onle right through the ages

D They talk
bout blue ruin because men and women
il be given power in local authority
f v d the same thing sith

,1 to aduls
h regard

in Parliament, and
B tmn of the kanaka,
“lation hes been

Mr. “ﬂl ITH

Hon. momb(\‘“ opposite

canuot banish from the what they
ider tn Le proper they place
can nmx:mo

Bulimba
owners to

D V’-" L%
W of parsons
of preperty
that it i=
ammunity and
that cieate
hon. mem-
ise thet the
ch he pre-

Has the

1 vmmmantv oY
4 cortain rateablo
“'oml‘m end
of that value I 1 realise that
population of ﬂw m'«*’ were to leave
cpolis altogether land valu
Lo /0109 Lxuv iner
. m the act
means an inereese in the value of
sle properties.  On that ground
ise propesal in this measure is an
sal.  The hon, member for
rave piotur wat appeared to be zome-
horrifying to hivi, and said that under
such as this canecutters could
district, and if they lived there
they would have a vote on
loeal authm ty matters. Would that be a
calamity 7 Are those men not of equal value
fo the Lovnnm’ntv as any men on the Oppo-
sition side of the House? The hon. member
is opposed to the idea that canecutters, mill
hands, or railway navvies should have votes
in loeal government matters. But I would
ask him, what would be the value of his
proport" or crop if he had not the labour
of individuals to improve his property or
garner his crops—if he had no men to cut
the cane, to work the mill, or to do the
nevcessary  work on  his m‘opertv? What
would be the value of his property without
that labour? He could nut do the work
himself. As a matter of fact, that is a
somewhat pernicious way of lookmg upon
the necessary workers in the community.
Hon, members opposite differentiate between
different men in the commumty. They say
that a man owning a quarter of an acre of
land is more important than a man who owns
nothing.

Hon. J. ATPLL :

Mr. SMITH: I vy that cvery worker
in the community is of equal value to the
comwunity. Those men who are doing the
world’s work, swhether with montal or manual
labour, e the men who ave of value as
citizens of Australia. (Hear, hear!) That
is the point of view from which I regard

se

a me asur o

That is true.
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this guesti Then, again, we had the hon.

member Albert saying that he opposed
me: because it is not democratic.
Hon, ApprL: Hear, hear! Quite
correct,
Mr. Sh llTP: The hon. member argues
that, becsuse  tzxation under the present

I government falls on the owner
Bill is not demoecratic in its
1l yead for the hon. mem-
definitien of what demo-
1 do that because we
on the opposite side of
themsel demo-

i to democracy
in their hear
ictlonary defines

VCS  as

rmaont in  which
ted in tha people
and execuil fune-

the people or by
i:om.”

s demceracy as—
paoiler
ch the
the pesple,
ind Yireotly

no representati

Henr, hear!

Therefore, to follow his
conelusion, he should

s man should ouly be clected to
")" men who pay income tax.
Not at-all.

"ihe hon. mewb
Cus @ man paid iseal author
i not have a in loeal go.
refore, by the same line of i
unless a man pays Income tax or land
«x he should have no say in the reprosen-
tatien of the people in the national Parlia-
ment.  That 1s rveally the view taken by
ben. mombers opposite, though they do not
often come forward and express their ideas
so candidby or so bluntly as the hon. member
for Albert sometimes does; but deep down
in their hearts they have the feeling that
if they had the opportunity they would get
rid of the system of sdult suffrage and
1 of legirlative activity, and place
in the hands of the Tand- -owning
; have no objection to

Al
that
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g
anvonn 3 “land so long as he does
not  arro to himself the right to
gOYeIrn CVeryune That is the posi-
tion I take up in this matter, and that

is the position faken up by cther members
on this side of the House. The hon. member
for Bulimba said something about vested
intereets. I have no doubt he has a greater
knowledge of such things than I havn or am
ta haw The next matter I
is the provisicn with
ctmq ma*,\)rs or chairmen.
idea which has been adopted
i ms o me to be a good
itizen of a city should
ail the citizens of that locality.
is mthm an &ttmctwe one

an
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authority, I should look upon the position
of maycr as a very desirable one if the
muvor were clected on the franchise pro-
pesed in this Bill.  The position is one
w‘* oh under such Urﬂulnw*ance% would carvy
it oa mmt deal of honour, and the
i Ty -ound. I am cure
Jrishane, or the mavor
le that their position
if they held it by virtue
ail the people in the
At the present time
mavor iz often got as the
intrigue among councillors,
pull ona wav and other
her owvay, and the conse-
man who can pull the
the one who gets the
When +Im whole of the (1 iens in
clect thelr mavor or chalyman,
i a more n’mourw]()

T

a better one

area.

Hﬁed

but

with
will

he il ot 1‘“ ideon
¥ c;mm or in rterest,

zn the intercsts
matier
con-

. The next
m‘l allude to iz it
of lecal am.}m
v which is uninhapitable
ought to be con-
at }o 11 authoritie
noou Uma] of troul

cwn exitt.
have tried to deal
hell-hearted menner.
e rome up against vested
in other rvosy have not had

T
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aucus in

D Gy
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2o
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s
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opposite own many

Opno-
sind the ‘mfor
clacwwhere  will

votn with o(hm per That

5 ty he a great pitr. and a
great wroug; but, as a matter of fact, Vthe
OWNCE, fhoge places at the pe nt time
have votes, and often a large number of
votes. and I would give them no considera-

hrm in anv measuve. It is a desirable thing
=enl authorities should h'w* poewer to
v euch places effectivelr, bexaue
a menace tn the h 0'*] th and to th
af the community.
Another matter in the Bil]
erest 13 in connection with
membar for Bulimba referred
afternoon. and one would imagine from
specch thaf local authorities would be
given the po“ er to float loans at any time
AN '"l .)Oﬂ'i on wifh ard to

nk
3

which of
lcans. The
to that

plmmple and Lhe same 1,()\,‘.‘/\1\\ ara
The only altera-

The zame
retained un der this measure.
tion made is where a cert»in work has been
approv ed b the people and has been started,
found that move money, is required
lete it. Under those circumstances
tor is given power to give the neces-
h@ amount required.

to com
the Min
authority to r
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The how, member {9 Vindsar ‘cfcrm(x to
certain grants in aid ‘,Khlfh wore made in

Mr, Smath.]
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places other than Queensland. Tt is quite
truc in those countries where local govern-
ment has developed to a great ext
grants are made from the national ¢
Particularly is that the case in Great Britain,
but when we consider that these grants in aid
are spread over a very large population,
it does not work out at very much per
head of the population. In addition to that,
it must be remembered that the local govern-
ments are called upon to fulfil certain func-
tlons and carry oug certain duties which is
not the case in Quecensland. In Great Bri-
tain, for instance, cducation is a local
suthority matter.  Public health, the main-
tenance of IOSY)ltR“, and the maintenance of
a whole hest of activities, such as the admin-
istration of she poor law, are functions of the
local authorities.

Mr. BEBBINGTO

And the police.

Mr., SMITH: The police alsds is a local
authority matter. It is unfortunate the hon.

sember forgot that, as that, no doubt to him.
has a very ]nlportd’“lt bealmg on the questwn
If hon. mcmberq are going to argue in favour
of grants in aid being established in Queens-
land, it can only be done by imposing further
duties on the local authorities. I do not
think I need speak anv further on this matter.
Sufficient for me to say that I have a greater
belief in mv fellows than hon. members
oppo:ite appear to have. 1 am satisfied that
the men and women of Queensland are pre-
pared to do the right thing, and will do the
right thing, s far as thev know it, at all
times. With this extension of the fxanchl%e
the men and women of the State will develop
higher conneptions of citizenship, there will
ba developed a higher cl conscience than
has been the case in the pasi, and after this
Bill has been in cperation for some time those
who oppose it will wonder why they did so,
and the test of time will show that it is a
reform in the right direction,

GoverNMENT MEevsers : Hear, hear!

Hox. J. G. APPEL (Albert): I have to
compliment the Minister for the very mode-
rate manner in which he introduced the
gsecond reading of this important measure.
I realise, as any member of this Assembly
who has had any experience in Jocal govern-
ment must 1('a11ae~pezsonallv I had approxi-
mately twonty-four years’ active csperience
as a membeor of a local authority—I realise
that it is necessary, from time to time, that
there should be amendments of the l(‘JlSIu-

tion on such an important question. I
listened with great attention to what has
been sald, particularly by mombers sitting
on lho caucns side of the House.

Cort : The caurns side of the
The fovernment side,

Hox. J. G. A PF’FT:
the Flouse, ur the caveass side, if vou like it.
Porsonally, 1 hav«‘; endeavoured to viake a
study of Adam Smith, Ruskin, s»nd Mills, who
are regarded as aathoritios upon the subjec
of which they have written, and at an earlier
period of my life of the Ten Commandments—
(laughter)—and I confess, after hearing what
has fallen from hon. members opposite, that
apparently those writers kuew nothing about
the subjects upon which they have written.
Although to-day they are regarded by all
nations as authorities on these particular
maiters. apparently Queensland is fortunate
in having on the other side of the House
hon. members who know more than those
entinent writers.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS :

[H 7. Smith.

The caucus side of

Hear, hear!
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Hox. J. APPEL: They know move than
those mme".t writers who are regarded as
authoriticx on the subjeet by all the nations
of the univarse. The Home Secretary stated
thit the most important amendment in con-
nection with this Bill—the vital pmr‘clple—
was the extension of the franchize wheveby
men, which, in legal lenguage, includes
women—(laughter)—who have no intevests in
the community—nomasds; men who have
nothing, and have npever interestcd them-
selves in connection with any matter; who
are a dmg on the community—are to have an
equal vote with others in carrying out local
"uthovuv matters. Hon. members Qlttln‘f on
e caucus side are very fond of ref et‘*‘mg to
what they call their democratic principles.
As T have stated on different occasions on
the floor of this House, it has been stated
as a principle of democrac v that unless there
is taxation there should be no 1eme~<"ltatlon
The Minister referred to men long since
idead and gone, to others who have ed
for years to be members of this House, as
having opposed adult suffrage. 1 venture
to say that no member sitting on this side
of this House was ever an opponent of adulf
suﬁ'rago.

173

The PreEMIER: Did you not deny a vote
to the police on one occasion?
Hox. J. G. APPEL: No. I dare say

there are occasions when the Premier would”
have been very glad te see the police far
away, let alone to deny them votes. (Laugh-
ter). Take the case of the severance of
the TUnited States of America from the
cmvire. What was the cause? The pcople
who now occupy what is known as the
United States of America were being taxed
but they had no representation, and so they
rebelled. Tt is proposed by this mieasure
to reverse that principle and give repre-
sontetion  without taxation. Those of us
who advocatzd adult suffrage from the time
when we were old enough to advocate any
political principle, knew that every person

whooever he was and however infinizesimal
his contribution to the taxation of the coun-
try might be, must according to all the
rules and conditions of democracy have an
equal vote in the administration and legis-
lation of the State. That is a p;lno iple thau
cannot be denied, that is a principle which
has been um\or&a]lv accr‘ptvd but now it
is proposed to reverse it, and that members
of the community, pzobablv birds of passage,

persons who are in no wise intevested in
the local authority in which they are, shall,
without the payment of one fraction of

taxation, have an Oqual vote with those
who bear the burden of taxation.

The SzcrLTARY TFOR | PPUBLIC INSTRUCIION
interjectod.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: No, it is not. The
Lon. member knews that in every instance
there 1s a messure of taxation in connection

with the qua nhcatlon of the taxpayer and of
the voter. Tt is us=cless for hhn to interject
he game prineiple it is propesed to
by this measure exists in  (iread
ain alveady.
The SECRETARY

rOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

I did not say that. I say it is not a direct
tax.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: It may not be, but
still in connection  with local government

that taxation is paid.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Not in the old country.
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Hox. J. G. APPEL: 1 do not pr
we led astray into a d ionn with th 1

embor. It has been O%Jecm(‘ thar becausn
a Dperson in  the mt\‘ of Brisbanc—and
anparently the ci‘tv f Brisbane is d
as being the guide to the whole of the
reverial of prmuple-—b( ause persons who
are not dircet taxpayers purchase certain

goods at the retail ﬂ}\ops in the of
Brisbane they hsve paid taxation \\'11101 is

tevied directly upon the premises of thosa
retailors. What percentage of the ta\'*)uvr‘r‘
arve retailers, mon who gain rhmr
by rotailing gooﬂv to persons who are not
direet taxpayers coming from othor parts
of the State? Only a very smzll proportion.
The whole argument is almost too ridiculous
to riquire an answer.

Then a question has been raised in regard
to what is called unearned increment. BJien
who have caused the incrcase in the value
of the land, men who originally purchased
the land, who in many instances deprived
themselves of comforts for the purpose of
improving that land, and havs effected the
improvements which cause to gather round
themn what one might term the crows of
the community, men who have made the
settlement and development of the country
possible by their erergy, and have enabled
s large number of men to gain their living
which they never could hive done other-
»~—these men who have entered to
wnge dlaves where there was no settle-
1t, where there was no development, and
by the expenditure of capital and energy.
and the devotion of their time have cansed
gettlements to rise and enabled othor men
without that ontmpu;e or encrgy like crows
to come and plc up the (mmb%—aw not
these men entitled to anvthing so far as
value of tbe immprovements on  those
properties are concerned?  Why, it iz onls
the crows who denv it! The men who
have lived always without doing anything
for the seftlement and development of the
State, the men who have never had enter-
I " these are the men who deny the right
avd the justice and the equity of those who

have the enterprise and the energy and the
thuft to develop this State to rercive somo
reward for what they have done. (Laugh-

’cs)r). That is a puncxple that has been

accepted since the time the world

{8 p.m.] began, and the hon. members
who arce laughing are the men
who are enjoying it to-day. They may

ard this from the cynical point of view,
I vegard it as a very serious matter
indeed. I quite realise that am rthing T
may ¢ay in this House will have vb>olutely
no effeet upon the result; that with the
numbers in thl\ Assembly, snd by the over-

throw of our Constitution the subservient
meajority which the Government will have
in the Legislative Couucil, this Bill will
‘become law.

GOVERNMENT MreMBERE: Hewy, hear!

Hox. J. G. APPEL: By mcans of practi-

revolution. the overthrow of our

they have effected their object
Ther call themsclves democrats!  All I can
sar we can only regard it as a tragody
on rkuaocmcv (Laughter.)

Mr, Corrixs: Didn’t you claim to be a
socialist on one occasion?

Hox., J. G. APPEL: I am still. If it
were proposed that subsidy should be given
by the Government to local authorities to
aszist them in their work of development,

cally a
Constitutien,
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I would be th prepared to support the
proposition that the gencral elector should
have a velce in the affairs of the local
authority; beeause, by his contribution,
dircetly or *nru] ectly, to the revenue of the
1d be a contributer to the funds
of o local authority. From time to time,
when I was spproached upon this subject,
and local authorities requested that I should

sdvoeste for and provide them with a °ub-
dy to asuist them, T indieated to them tha
the State gave any contribution to Iocal

authori the franchise would have to be

enlarged. I say the same thing to-day. If
the State, represented by the present

“dministration, is prepared to assist local
authorities in the work which they are carry-
ing out, I am quite prepared to acccde to
the proposition that the franchise should be
enlarged, and the general eclector residing
in the particular clectorate should have a
say In conneetion with the administration of
the loecal authoritz. But that is not the
}Aonosition. I do not propose, in connection
with this matter, to suggest the reason why
entlemen  witting on  the Treasury
benches, and their caucus supporters, have
heen directed to insist upon the passage of
this measure. But we all know the reason.
We know what the effect of the broadening
of the franchise in conmection with the city
of Sv¥dney has heen., The franchise there is
not enlarged as it is proposed to be here.
We know that to-day the affairs of the great
city of Sydney are controlled by the execu-
tive of the Labour party

Mr. Corrm Hear, hear!

Hox. J. G. APPEL: That the mayor is
elected, not bv the aldermen of the eitv of
but by the Labour caucus outside;

! swwe know wha ttho result in civic adminis-

‘rmn has been. The hon. member for
tallked ahout the civic conscience

g to be dev cloped.  Apparently, it has
“en deve! foped in Sy ,end what is known

graft > in ’mo council of the city of
is a scandal in mnmmp’\l gov cvnm(\nt
Smmone :\hh. Wo knoew the © wild
cat” schemes they have entered upon in
connection with the purchase of wworthless
coalmires: and we know, as %(‘lelb}@ men,
what the reason that “graft” iz at the
back of it Do woe want fo see a similar
state of things in the eity of Brisbane?

The Perevier: Are vou charging the
Svdney City Council with graft?

Hox. J. G, APPHEL: I do not charge any-
thipe. (Lﬂud Taughta T am not one who
indulges in personzlities. (Renewed lanoh-
ter.) T am making allegations which are
perfoctls trie. as far as Svdnev is concerned.
T hope such allegations will never be made
against mombers of the Brishane council.

Mr. WiLson interjocted,

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The hon. member
for Fortitude Valley. when I brought up the
matter in connociion with the W afor Supply
and Sewerage Board on the debate on Supply

in 1917. of what the board were doing,
denied what T said. and stated that if I
made the statements outside, T would be

nrosacuted for slander. And they are proved
to be correct!
Mr. Wmsox: I asked wvou were vou
charging the citr council here with graft?
Hox. J. G. APPEL: No, T am not. But
T venture to sav that if this measure is
rassed, it will not be long before they will

Hon. J. G. Anpel]
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be guilty of it. (Laughter.) I have no
hesitation in e ing that. Unfortunately, it
does not matter how equitable a principle
may be, there is always something, when it
is not faithfully and truly carvied out, which
may cause men to ; ther object to it. It
is not the fault of thq policy, it is not the
fault of democrscy, that these things happen,
It lies, unfortunately, with the men who

which they have been
That is. the whole posi-
no itation in saving
e, muni-

mpdi affaits in tho
same froo they are
7

anC ent

them.

taok them from

the ol d Norma
:wd build fish

deprive  the
1 the peopla  of
_breathin

space.
representatives,

1 1 of not having
their duty, that it has, there-

for Parlia m_ent to
I !wme no intorest ab
of Brisbane, but
ims “ﬂt ’rHr\ city couneil on the
¢ its the difficulties under which
they has {huwv“d ikoy have purchaved and
have improved and rendered fit for the use
of the public some of the mast beautiful parks
that can be found in anv city of the Com-
monwealth, (Hear, hcm 1Y We have only to
look #t the fine park in New Farm, and at
that }‘(‘melti;‘ll little park at the mouth of
Breakfast Creek—both of them a credit to
the cit The citr conncil have

tv of Brishane,
been able to provide those par rls despite the
fact thst thevy have received no assistance
and no encouragement from the Government.
But, hecsusa they have not effected more
vhv skonld that bo a reason for enlarging the
franchise to cnable the loafer and the bn‘d
of pa 2 to control the municipal affairs
of the city of Prishane and of all other local
u*lﬂonhm? T repeat that it is a tragedy
in loral government. and I regret that an
attempt Is being made to subvert that prin-
ciple of democracy which requires that every
man who desires representation should bear
a portion of the taxation in connection with
the administration upon which he desives to
have a vote.

I have referred tn the fact that the Clo-
vernment not only have rendered no avsist-
ance to the local anthoritv. but ther have even
dﬂrvhml ihe local anthoritios of the Citv of

af a portion of the =mall :
they poszessed.  Tor

thevy have vracii
of the Wic
is  ecommonly k

Hon J. 6. Appel.

POSCTYVOS

confiscat o
Park,
* Jacob’s
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Ladder.” Yet they come here and,
port of th Is p oromtlon assert that the local
authoritics have not done their duty, and
that it is n,C(N:\u'y that the franchise should
be enlarged so that locul nuthoritics may be
spurred on to do that which they have not
done in the past.

o
tions is con
not favour it.

in sup-

eiec-
I do
‘e should be

the question of triennial
vined, I 1 only say that
In my opinion t

as o a ol
whole ¢ raem-
. el

at

to be
biovr of
of the memb

e voro ﬂli(‘ value in connection wit

. as the poliey is coutinued
voter ppust be o watepayer.  Tho
ende d to draw a red herri

j«sue by membars
1 the Opposition side of the House
obj toct to voting power being g]vwn te the
womanhood of the State. The hon. gentle-
man knows very w ml that hen. members on
this side owe teo much to the women electors
of this Staie to countenance even the
tion of such a thing—(Hear, hear "~and i
was sorry that the hon. gentleman f,ugvested
it.

The Hovw Srerersry : Why didn't you ¢
them a vote?

Vo

Hox. J. G. PHEL: I =dvocated it long
bFefore the hon. gentleman knew anything
about politics or public life.

i i

The HoMr STORETARY :

Why didn’t you give
it to them?

Hox, J. G APPEL: We did give it te
them. The caucus Government never gave 1t

to them
The IToye SpeneErary: You didn’t.

The SPEAKER: Crder!

I realize that it i
2 matter to avoid bein
hen the Mimister makes
s absolutely no foun-

@

]

a suggestion
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ion in fack, 'md which he knows has no
(Laughter.)
You
never
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foundation in fact
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they cannot

¥ The hon.

poken on 't of Joans,

nH know how local authorities have been
wdicepped  since the prose Administra-
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anpwmc‘md Hm Treasurer from time to time
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.l‘;y or they have only

br‘on prachic

carry on

, A
Lealth of the neonie,
osite have na care for the he
long as the
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i no doeubt
sn which will fal upo‘ﬁ the caucus
2 next election will relegate ﬂl{)’-l
of the Tiousc for

be for the honefit of rhe'mﬂo‘

: ! , We, W1 0 I‘ﬂkmrr to th
Labour partr, have been wa f v a

ing fur !

this big reform br‘ouf{r“t
that grmt worle can he
authoriti under this
We know that from

@

D(‘u"ﬂ\“] syed problem

g 8 wi U be one of the

methods wh bv that unen ployed problem
can be dealt with,

Oppostrron Mausers: Oh! Oh' You are

giving the show away.
LINS: I am giving nothing away.
sure would have been on the statute-
long ago, but for the obstruction of
but that
obstruetion has been removed. Do hon.
members imagine that local government exists
to cart a load of stones and tip it in a hole
n front of some alderman’s residence? Do
they not know that we owe our Local Govern-
ment Act to a large extent to the late Sir

book
another branch of the Legislature,
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Samuel Grifith. a man who helped to teach
long ago, when I was 2 young nian, ‘i;a
adv me m his TUniversity Extensi
lecturcs to rcad those social <cmr~co %°r10», of
works which are in o Parliamentary
be\:ary. dealing with loecal go‘xsmment and
many other matters. And wet hon. members
o nosite laugn when I sav th‘x* local anthori-
tiex wiil have power to deal with the unem-
pleved pmblom. Could anyone expect these
conservative bodies—because, affm- all, they
are very cons ive ho through
Gnacensland to do that now? Everyone knows
arc organising centres for Torzism.
Tow many Tz ‘bour men nw there cn the
sl authorities in Queenslsnd? I am pre-
1 to say that thers ar~ not twenty in
whole State. We are comsidered fit to
it on this side and geovern Cue
er the retricted fr 4nch1>o
ent, we are not su 1 %o
il aunthor
PPOSITION
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E o2y be done
b B Qnmm]u“ Lut it
can onls be ed by broedening the
franchise. s«tonizhed at the resrarks
of the hon. member for Albort, m referring

the nomads not hcmg allowed to ha\"‘ a
c‘n,«]\ who had

Tf therr had been no
ped their gwags and gone into the centre
he Commonwealth woﬂﬁo tinr we would
net }‘axe A.ad our £o I’iﬁel(}s roveved., Many
rane out ng with his food
; Lj.‘ and ,«hx, : <. RMayhbe,
1 the turn of the wheel of fortune he

hes not arcumuln ed wealth, but he has dene
a great dosl +mv’ s opon'ng up the Com-
monwealth, Tear, hoar!) When the great

war was on, did those who are now onposing
the Cxt"" ihn of the franch?

» of our novulation ask ev
un for enlistnent, “ Arc vou
pav"“?” “How much propertv

1 becawse if .ou are
not a ratep:: oo to
e empire?”’ Oh, were
such qu were
v could mob co to thn front

the defenee of the Empire
nfess fhm‘ were ratepayers. Will anyone
say that the great mass of men who went

from Ensland to the war to fight for the
Fmpire were ratepayers? Will anrone say
that a n“'uor v of the 50,000 men who went
to the front from Queensland were rate-
pavers?

My, CosterLo and OpposITION MEMBERS :
Ves! Ves!
Mr. COLLINS: No, The hon. member

for Carnarvon is not in charge of a regi-
ment now. He is only a private amongst
many other privates, and he ought to realise

Mr. Collins.]
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that fact. The questions I have referred
to were not asked of the men who went to
defend the Empire. But now the wvery men
who fought for the Empire would be denied
a vote by hon. members opposite in con-
nection with the government of lcecal author-
ities, Let that fact be known to those men.
The hon. member for Carnarvon, judging
by his interjections, is going to vote against
this proposal to extend the franchise—he
is going to stop the men who went to
defend the Empire from having a vote
in municipal government. That is the atti-
tude of the conservative element on that
side of the House, because members opposite
are con il They do not recognise
that we are living in a changed world.
Anvone would think that se were living
right away back in the time of Henry VIII
I am astonished at the roung men on that
side of the Ilouse not supporting this

measure, We had a definition of democracy
from the hon. member for Alkert. Accord-
ing to the views of that hon. member,

Judas Iscariot, who was in possession of
thirty picces of silver after he betrayed the
Nazarene would be able to purchase a corner
allotinent and have a vote, while the
Nazarene was put on the cross. According
to their ideas, no man has brains unless
he owns property. Why, some of the very
grestest thinkers the world has known did
not own any property, We may be able to
produce an Ldison In Queensland as time

rolls on, but he would not be given a
vote unlesx he owned property. A man
who possesses a faculty which will be of

use to mankind, should not be denied the
opportunity to exercise that faculty., Bub
mermbers opposite would present such a man
from having a say in the government of the
city of Brisbane or the town of Bowen. My
{riends opposite should read about some of
the world’s grestest thinkees, and if they do
they will find they did not always worry
about owning property. What they worried
about was the development of human
progress and advancing the interests of man-
kind, The hon. member for Albert madoe
reference to unearned increment. That
term was greatly used at the tims of Sir
Samuel Griffith in  connection with the
Dutton Land Act. In fact, the idea in regard
to taxation by local authorities on the unim-
proved values emanated from the Hon. W.
Stephens, who now occupies a seat in the
Upper House. It was at that time that
taxation was Imposed on the unimproved
value of land in regard to local authorities.
The hon. member for Albert, as I say, made
reference to unearned increment, the incre-
ment which he argued was earned by the
people who are in the position of employers,
and he said the crows then gathered round.
T understand that the crows are carrion
birds—birds of prey. But there 1s another
bird which is greater than a crow, it is
calied a vulture, and it is so big and
powerful that it is able to swallow the crow.
When T hear hon. members in this House
referring to a section of the community
as crows or carrion birds, I begin to ask
myself, “ Am I in Parliament, or where am
1?7 'The hon, member quoted Ruskin on
this subject. I also will quote Ruskin for his
information. Ruskin somewhere says that
“ Low thoughts can only emanate from low
minds,” and I say that quotation is appli-
cable to hon. members who refer to a certain
section of the community as nomads or crows.
The hon. member also referred to certain

[Mr. Collins.
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peaple as loafers or birds of passage. Does
the hon. member refer to those persons who
have through foree of civcuinstances to
rravel from place to place in order to get
a livelihood? If he does, how he gets into
Parliaveat is a mystery to me! Consider-
ing the ipsults that he hurls at the heads
of the workers and the way he ialks about
democracy, I cannot understand how he
has managed to secure his election as a
member of this House, Under the present
T.oral Authorities Act, a man can have three

VO Is that democracy?
The FHoue Sperzrany: Three in every
shire.

Mr. COLLINS: Three in every shire in
which he owns property. And that is
called © democracy I In the face of such
facts it is not surprising that a well-known
writer sevs, “ Ok democracy, I shout for
rou.’”” T shout for democracy too, if that
is demoeracy. IHon members should not
imagine for onc moment in dlsqussmg a
guestion of this nature that Brisbane is
Jueensland.  Useful work can be done by
the leesl authorities in the country. 1 am
not onc of those who imagine for one moment
that a danger is going to happen to
deaoeracy in general by the broadening of
the franchise. I am one of these men whoe
used to stand at the street corners and adyo-
cate one adult one vote in connecticn with
Parliamentary elections. We who advo-
cated that principle were voung moen in thoese
davs, and we thaught that when we had got
one adult ome vote we should swecp Queens-
Jand and the Commonwealth, and that there
would be no Tories in Parliament. But
that dream has not bren rcalised.

Mr. Ereuisstoxr: A good many of your
dreams have not been realised.

COLLINS: A
kave beon rea

good many of our
ed, and have becn
placed on the statute-book. The hon. Tmonl-
ber for Oxley 15 very young in poitics,
thongh he may be old in years, but hc has
not seen anv of tke pianks he has ad\.'ocate-d.
placed on the statute-book. T have lived to
of the reforms that I advocated In
my vouth placed upon the statute-book.
This ic one of the reforms we advocated in
our youth, and this is one of the reforms
that we are now going to see placed on the
statute-bcok. Tt 1s quite true that we have

~

W long to see this brought about, bub
wial i

it has come at last, and no thanks to our
friends opposite. They always put me In

mind of a granite mountain. We know that
the wearing away of a granite mountain is
a very slow process, and the wearing away ot
those old fossilised ideas swhich they repre-
sent takes as long as it tokes nature to
wear ay & granite mountain. But still
ther are wearing away, and althongh it may
have taken vears to bring about this reform,
ir has come at lest, The Home Secretary
ought to feel proud that he has introduced
onc of the most far-reaching reforms ever
introduced ‘nto Queensland. It will give an
opportunity to our voung men to develop—
and, God knows. they want plenty of oppor-
tunitv—it will give them an opportunity to
tale part in the government of local author-
ities, because 1f they have not sufficient
powers under this Bill, later on we can
amend the Bill, and give them greater powers
still to emable them to take part in the
development of Queensland. I am pleased
to think that this measure is going to have
an easy passage, not only through this House,.




Local Autlorities

but through the other Chamber. I am pleased
to think that we have lived to sce the day
when this moasure of reform will be placed
on the statute-book. as it will give the people
in the different local contres the right to
govern themselves as they think fit.

At 8.45 p.a.,

Mr. PorLock rclieved the Speaker in the
chair.

Mr., MORGAN (Murilla): The hon. mem-
ber who has just resumed his seat has, no
doubt, Jet the cat out of the bag, when he told
us that one of the principal reasons for this
Bill was to settle the unemployed qucstion.
Evidently the Government have failed in
that directicn, and miserably failed, and now
they are looking to the local authorities to
get them out of the mire. T listened very
attentively *o the Home Secrctary when he
endeavoured to explain this Bill.

The Foue SecriTsrRy: I did not attempt
to explain this Bill; I was dealing with the
principle,

Mr. MORGAN : It was your duty to ex-
plain the Bill. Ai any rate, I listened very
attentively, and I was very much dizap-
pointed with the explanation. The Minister
veed as an illwiration New Zealand, but
he did not take this House fully into his con-
fidence = dealing with that dominion.

The Howr SecreTARY: I only referred to
the franchise.
3r. MORGAN: The hon. member did nof
tell that, in respect of loans and the in-
crease of rates, those who had a residence
qualification only were not allowed to vote.
The HoME SECRETARY :

You are wrong.

Mr. MORGAN: I am right. I have the
Act here. The hon. member also did not

tell us that in New Zecaland a councillor is
cligible to be clected chairman or magyor,
and that is not so under this Bill.

The Houme Sec
Zoaland as an illo
franchise.

Mr. MORGAN: We claim, naturally. that
the qualification of a councillor should be
sufficient to enable him to stand for the
position of chairman or mayor. The Govern-
ment,” by this Bill, are taking awiy from us
the very best people wa have for the position.

ry: I only used Now
ration in regard to the

The FioMmE SEcrETARY : That is a metter of
policy.

Mr. MORGAN: Yes, and evidently it is
the policy of the Government to prevent
these people oceupying the pesition of mayor
or chairman, as the case may be. I would
also like to enter a protest against hroaden-
ing the franchise, as proposed under this
measure. During the counstruction of a rail-
way in a country centre, there are usually
gaveral hundred men employed, and it would
he quite possibie for those men to seize the
whole council. They could take possession
of the local authority, and if they so desived
it, they could establish baths, picture shows,
and anvthing else for their own pleasure
during the time they were in he district,
and after the railwar was completed, and
the taxation was incveased to such an ex-
tent that propertr had csased to have any
value, these people could go to scme other
part of the State altogether, and the burden
would fall on those who endeavoured to
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make a home in the locality., The whole
thing wiil tend to depreciate the value of
property, and that is one of the most fatal
in Queecnsland at the present time.
Those who come from other parts of Aus-
tralia recognise that property in Queensland
has depreciated in value from 50 to 100 per
cent. during the last five years.

Mr. BrENNAN : Quite wrong.

Mr. MORGAN: I am not geing to say
that there are not isolated cascs where land
may have gone up in value, but, taking
Queensland as a whole, all property, whether
it is landed property or other property, has
depreciated in value up to 100 per cent. I
know land on the Downs that can be bought
for one-half the value placed on it in 1914.
Look at Cecil Plains! Cecil Plains was
bought for £2 an acre, and that estate could
have been sold some years ago at £4 an acre
~—100 per cent. more than was paid for it
by the Government. Throughout the whole
of Queensland, with the exception of isolated
spots, land to-day is not worth anything
like what it was.

The HoME SECRETARY: Is that the reason
why the Land Court raised the rents?

Mr. MORGAN: We know the recason why
the Land Court increased the rents.

The Howmr Secmerary: What was the
rzason ?

Mr. MORGAN: They increased the rents
because the Government wanted more

revenue,  The hon. member in charge of
this Bill stated that the increased rates
would b~ paid by the people—by the masses.

The Hoxr Secrrtary: By the people as a
whole.

Mr. MORGAN: To-day, when it suits the
FHome Secretary, hie tells us that it is the
people who pay all taxation, and yet only
a few weeks ago, when we pointed out to
the people that taxation had risen from £1
8s. 2d. to £4 18s. 9d. per head of popula-
tion. we were told by the Premier and these
who stumped the country on behalf of the
Labour party that it was not the people
who paid the taxation. We know it is the
mazses; we kvow it is the people, and just so
will the increased taxation that the Govern-
ment have placed on the people also fall
on the masses—on the people of the State in
general.  The hon, member referred in his
«peech fo the milk supply of Brisbane. It
is extraordinary that the Minister or the
Government took upon themselves to supply
the people of Brisbane and other large centres
of population with cheap meat and did not
take 1t upon themselves to enter the milk
industry. It may be more important than
meat. Why have the Government thrust it
on the shoulders of the local authorities?

The Howme SecreraRY: They have them in
New Zealand. »

An Hoxourarre MemBEr: Or hospitals.

Mr. MORGAN: Yes. The Government
nationalised the Brisbane hospital.

It came on us
You know that

The IHOME SECRETARY :
whether we liked it or not.
is not true.

Mr. MORGAN: The hon. member knows
that the Brisbane Hospital is a charge on
every man, woman, and child in Queensland
to-day. Why, then, should every other not

Mr. Morgan.]
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be nationalised? We people in the country
are compelled to contribute not only to our
own hospitals to keep them up to date—and
we do it willingly—but also towards the
upkeep of the Brishane Hospital.

The I{OME SICRETARY:

The people
two-thirds

of the whole lot, anyway.

AMre. MORGAN: The people in the city
get all the plums, and the people in the
ush get only a stone. We had a definition
of democracy from the hon. member for
Mackay iv democracy for the

pay

to- n]ght Is 1t
Government to occupy the Treasury benches
when they have a2 minority? The hon. mem-
ber knows that he is occupying the Treasury
benches under false pretences, and that this
Bill is being plac before us under false
pretences, 1t 1s one of the chief planks of
the Labour party’s platform that the people
shall have an oopmumt if they so desire,
to have a rcferendum on the qvestion,

CRETARY @

The HouE 8z We are satisfied.

We AY‘OW that the Govern-
d so long as they
bonahe:. It would take
the bon. member from
» benches and its emoluments,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Disa: They “‘ould be wild horses
would put wou arvssz here.

Ay, MORGA They very nearly did,
and had the rolls been in a good condition—
had the gheosts not risen and the dead not

their votes, we \»o“» wave had a
and been in of the
At any rate, it is cnly

meng are per
are on the Treasur
wild horses to d
Fas A

the Treas

[ee] ‘<

f.4

chaps a few short years

I do not anticipate that the

ment are likely to resign, although,

hey had any sense of decency they would
unpy the Treasurv benches for one

m oment longer than was necessary to gct
There are only 1%0 courses for the

ent  to pur —the honest course
dithonest course. re honest course

[}
W
=

052
=

and admit that they cannot
curry on the government of the country and

give the peop]e the opportunity to say
whether they shall continue.

Mr. Prasz: More expense.

My DIOBGAN: The hon. mermber does
not study expense when it is a matter of
appointi s new Minister. When it is

ion of going to the country and
¢« losing his own seat it Is another
The hon. member is not a spors

and will not take the risk.

The E He increased his
majority tenfold.
Mr. MORGAN: The Covernment were

sure of winning fifty-twoe seats this time, and
vet they came back with a bare ma.)ority
of four. The people voted against this Bill
and the policy of the Government, and not-
withstanding that they are endeavouring to
feres their programme on the electors who
have already voted against them. I under-
stood that democra acy meant one principle
in particular—that is, majority rule. We
find to-day that we are having forced upon
us planks of the Labour party’s platform

The DEPUTY SPEAXKER: Order!
[Mr. Morgan.
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Mir. MORGAN : We are having forced upon
us planks of the platform which the people
e burned down.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order !
Order! I hope the hon. member is going

w0 cbey my call to order
with the Bill before

Mr. MORGAD

I ask him to deal
the House.
I would like to sea the
(on.nmeut have an opportunity of with-
(‘14\" ng this Il altogether and suumlttmg
¢ to the people before Tt Decomes law. They
,uw a right to be cons utnd Liquor reform
was important enough for the Government
d £20,000 on a referendum on it, and
my cpinion, is more lmnvl’mnt still
more lmportant that the peoples
should be obtained before a Bill of
bix kind is placed on the statute-book.
1 nder the Bill the lecal authorities will be
able to rate just as they desire. There is
some plOtOCtLOn at present, but this Bill is
going to leave unprotected those persons
""w heve worked hard and have L‘ecn thrifty
and place power in the }andg of those who
sve wasted their money and their bread.
t shows no comsideration to those who have
saved a frugal provision for their old age
so that they may live in comfort without
taking advantage of the old-age pension,
the people who have sper meney,
1 ns, in mapy dire , who
the fat of the lznd whils
sted, are going to have the
dividing between them the
arcumulations of these who
this life of thrift and endeavoured
Queensland  a  more prosperous

-

o make
State than

of grass grow C

cne grew before, and whe in
vray has mads the countyry more pros-
cannot deried that those
re3[H for our ex-
resnonsible  for being

overy
perons,. If
people who

are

est on our and
rity for our , are
to us. Yet place
¢ same footit thuse
Were net you a

MORGAD When a nomad bocow
a pioner -owner, when he shows thi
has stolen in the country, he booon
voter. Lot the nomad or any other

vidus

1 show he is qualified to become a
votor and our present franchise v’T' cover:

There 15 no necossity to accs

h. Al wou have to do 1s to
house vou are ontitled to a "\'Ot’;.
Mir R. RoBeRTS: You c¢an get a vots

without occupying a house, by
picee of land.

Mr. MORGAN: Exactly
to pay the rent on

gotting a

vou have only
a piece of land. A
great number of wives in this State have a
vote because they are interested in the
property. Many husbands who own property
put some of it in the names of their wives,
with a view to the wife having a vote. I
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intend to oppose this motion. I do not wish
to apologise for the attitude I take up. So
far as my electorate is concerned, 90 per
cont. of those who voted for the Labour
candidate are not in favour of this Bill.
At least 90 peir cent. of the Labcurites are
ou the municipal roll and every one of those
who are entitled to a vote is against this
particular Bill, as I am.

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton): T desire
to make a few brief comments on this Dill
before it goes to a vote. I have listened
with a good deal of interest to the debate.
and the majority of so-called arguments
which have been put forward I have been
listening to as long as I can remember.
They were the saine arguments, used in
much the same way and in the same words,
as were used in connection with the Parlia-
mentary franchise. As evidence of that, I
would like to quote one or two speeches
which appeared m ** Hansard” volume lxxi.,
1894. This was when the questxon of adult
suffrage was being discussed and the parlia-
mentary franchise was being dealt with, in
much the same manner as the local authori-
ties franchise is being discussed now. The
Colonial Secretary at that time (Mr. Tozer),
discussing this question, said—

“I should like to see the whole colony
equally represcuted. But we are in a
transition stage; and until we get more
people in our vast territory it would be
a dangerous experiment to go away from
what experience has shown us ~name1y,
that the test of a man’s ability and
capacity to acquire and to keep that
which ho has 1s the property he
possesses.”

He might have added the good old rule—the
simple plan—* He who has the power should
get, and he should keep who can.” It is
quite evident the political predecessors of
hon. gentlemen who sit opposite set them an
example they are still following, and pro-
vided them with arguments which they are
still repeating ; thev are ingrained ideas,
evidently, that the only test which has to
be applicd to @ man or woman is that ther
must  have anqulred property. It is, as
Tennyson said, * Property, property, pro-
pel\‘y] that is what the horse’s legs say to
me.”  Evidently no application can be made
to a man for the qualification of the franchise
but that of having acquired either land or
property in some shape or form. He goes
on to say—

“1 never look at it as an allotment
vote. It is a token that by a man’s
wisdom in the past he has been able to
acquire and keep and lay by something,
which shows that he 1s a good and
industrious member of society.”’

He was not only an opponent of adult
suf’flage, but he was an advocate of one
man having us many votes as he had aliot-
ments in the various electorates of the State.
If he owned an allotmen$ in the whole of the
seventy-two electorates at that time, this
individual was arguing that he had a right
to a vote in every electorate in the State
if he could get into those electorates and
record his votes; and in a great number
of instances he got into quite a number of
electorates and recorded his plural votes.
He goes on—
“ No doubt when greater wisdom fol-
lows the spread of education the logical
result will follow, that property will

1920—z

[29 NOVEMBER.]

Acte Amendment Bill. 353

not count and that everyone will have

a vote.”

We contend that the education and the
enlighteniment which have followed have
brought about a time when not only should
a man have a vote for the election of mem-
bers of Parliament, but he should have a
vote also for the election of municipal
bodies. Another individual speaking on the
second reading of the Elections Act Amend-
mg(rit Bill (Mr. Barlow, Minister for vLands)
said—

“1 am not speaking in a controversial
spirit, but with a desire to elicit the
truth. I say that every motion proposed
here, every message recommending a
Bill, shows that we, and we alone, are
the keepers of the public purse; yet
from the House which deals with the
finances, the influence of property is to
be eliminated. If one could come here
from another planet and be told that
the influence of property was studiously
excluded from the House which has the
sole power of taxation, he would regard
it as imost absurd. If this manhood
suffrage—this vote to a man because he
is a man—is to bec given, why not give
it to men with different coloured skm% ?
We are told that the simple fact of a
man being a human being is sufficient
to entitle him to vote, whether he is
worthy or unworthy, clever or stupid.
If we admit that, why not give a vote
to a boy twenty years of ave’ Why
is  the colony divided into electoral
districts ?”

As a matter of fact, we have cvidently
progressed since that time, because votes
have been given to boys less than twenty
years of age, for the parliamentary fran-
chisc at any rate. Ie proceeds—

“To conserve local interests, to facili-
tate the identification of voters, and to
bring about the cqualisation of represen-

tation. If local interests are to be cor
served, why should a man with oan
immense interest in an electorate ha,w‘

no voice in regulating the affairs of
that district sunnly because he doss not
happen to live there? Why shou]d he
be outvoted by any man who ﬂﬂ.pp“na
to have lived in the district six mos 1tn~,.
1 am not saying that any man should be
without a \ote, I believe it would be
a good thing if we could get every man
on the roll. But why should not the
property interest in the property-taxing
House have some 1epresentat10v1?”
We have advanced a good deal since that
time, but evidently not far enough. It gocs
to show that the same arguments which were
used thirty, forty, and fifty years ago are
still being used; in a different connection,
but nowe the less 1t shows that the idea
which prevailed then still jrevails in the
minds of gentlemen who sit om)mlte Here
is a quotation from a speech ol Iir. Dickson,
who was the Secretary for Railways—

“ 71 take it that a man with a large
establishment in Brisbane or any other
electorate—a man with a family residing
in another clectorate—is a valued citizen,
and has a perfect right to claim a voice
in the representation of those electorates
where he has interests. His presence and
industry are large factors in encouraging
the plosperltv of the districts with which
he is connected, and in that light alone
—you may call it a thrift vote if you

Mr. Winstanley.]
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like—he has a right to be recognised in
the progress he has individually made
and the progress he has imparted to those
districts.”

Then, a member of our party, Mr. Dunsford,
said-—
“He may be a gambler or a retired
burglar.
¢ The SECRETARY FOR RaILwavs: That is
a very extreme view. I am placing it
in a matter-of-fact light.”

Then, the Secretary for Public Instruction
said—
“1 waut every elector to give me some
evidence of his bona fides as a citizen.
If & man comes over the border and stays
for six months, or stays three months in
one colony and three months in another,
and that 1s considered sufficient evidence
of bona fide residence
‘““Mr. Hoolan: He deserves
whether walking or sitting.
‘“The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC-
TION : It Is not a question of deserts.
A man who has not any vote or property
may be an infinitely better man than the
richest Croesus that ever lived. But it
is not a question of moral worth, but
one of common sense.”

a vote

We find to-night that it is not a question of
moral worth; it is not a question of man
hood or womanhood, but a question of pro-
perty. If a man is not a property-owner or
is not a ratepayer, then the argument of
hon. members opposite is that he has no
right to a vote in this particular connection.
Our contention is that he has just as much
right to vote in local authority affairs as we
argued in those days that he had a right
to have a vote for a member of Parliament.

In the next place, just as the fears that
were expressed in bygone days about people
having the parliamentary franchise have
evidently not come to pass, so I am inclined
to think that the fears which have been
exyressed by hon. members opposite about
the revolution which is likely to take place
if the franchise is given to all adults are
entirely unfounded, and the probabilities are
that the hopes and expectations of some
people who take the opposite view will not
be realised either, I certainly think that
some changes and some influences for the
better will take place; but I am very doubt-
ful whether any startling reformation will
take place even when the franchise is granted
to all adults in a particular local authority
area.

A good deal has been said as to whether
all adults should have the vote or not. The
argument has been used over and over again
that they should not have a vote in connec-
tion with local government, for the simple
reason that they are not ratepavers. Yet it
has been practically admitted this afterncon
by hon. members sitting opposite that rates
are not paid by the owners of property in
nine cases out of ten, but by the people who
occupy those properties, and that every adult
in the community contributes either directly
or indirectly to the upkeep of the community,
and as a consequence has a perfect right
to have a say as to how the community shall
be governed, and how the laws shall be
administered.

A good deal has been said in reference to
the unearned increment which accrues to

[Mr. Winstanley.
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land; and the hon. member for Albert and
the hon. member for Windsor both made very
laboured attempts to try and prove that the
value that accrued to land was the result,
not of the industry and the work of the
population of the State, but as a result of
certain individuals who came first into the
country and took up land, and began to
make use of it. If that were the fact, there
might be something to say for it; but it is
an absolute fact which cannot be disproved,
and which certainly cannot be overthrown,
that there is a value which accrues to land
entirely apart from the improvement of it—
the unimproved value that accrues to land
which has not a ha’porth of Improve-
ments made upon it, or anv labour bestowed
upon it. What gives value to lund in a
place like Brisbane is not the individual who
came to Brisbane in the early days and
either started a factory or shop, or even
began to cultivate the land. If Brisbane had
remained an agricultural community, it cer-
tainly would have been of very little worth
at the present time: but the 180,000 people
who are crowded within the radius of Bris-
bane have given Brisbane land the value it
has at the present time; and, if those people
disappeared, the value of the land would
disappear with them. We do not need to
draw on our imagination at all for cases of
that description. There is more than one
town in Queensland where that has been the
case—where a large number of people have
congregated and worked for years in the
particular locality and then left it. I know
some such places where vacant allotments—
some of them not freeholds, but only resi-
dence areas—a very slender title in the esti-
mation of some pcople—have been worth
£200 and £300 for a -acre when the popu-
lation was there. Now that the population

_ has gone the same allotments could be got

by mercly paying the rates due on them,
without paying any price whatever for the
land. 'The simple explanation is that the
population has disappeared. The hon. mem-
ber for Albert spoke of birds of passage,
and some other members of nomads, referring
to the men who did the work—the men who
have not been fortunate enough to get a job
all the year round in one particular place,
which iz impossible in a place like Queens-
land, for the simple reason that our seasonal
occupations make it necessary for these men
to work six months in one place, three
months in another, and perhaps one month
in another. Yet hon. gentlemen opposite
say that these nomads have no rights and
no privileges so far as the municipal fran-
chise is concerned. My contention is, that if
these individuals were to leave the State
altogether. the State would be so much the
poorer. Whatever name vou give them,
these are the men who do the work of the
State, and they certainly have an interest
in it. and a right to have some say in this
particular connection. Under existing con-
ditions it is a well-known fact that men not
only are deprived of a vote. but other
people have got three votes, and some of
them more—it just depends on the value of
their property. The hon. member for Albert
said that he did not think that the triple
votee which are held by neople in some
localities make one iota of difference in the
result of elections. T beg to differ from that
siatement. I know an instance where double
and trinle votes, amounting to 126, were
practically in the hands of one individual,
and he recorded those votes just as he chose,
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and the consequence was that whoever he
wanted to see in the council was put there.
By interjection this afternoon, the hon. mem-
ber for Bulimba asked, * Couldn’t the tenant
get the vote if he wanted 1t?”’ He certainly
could if he went before the owner of the

property and paid the rates, and then
deducted the rates from his rent. But I
have known instances where a tenant has

been keen on getting a vote, and where he
has found, perhaps, four or five weeks’ rent
and paid the rates, but before the election
came round for him to have an opportunity
of recording a vote, he was out of the house
altogether.

Mr. BepBINGTON : Alter the law to give the
resident a vote.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: If you altered the
law cvery day in the week, there are
individuals belonging to the same political
category as the hon. member who would find
means of getting through or round that law.
When we sat in opposition and wanted to
alter the law, the hon. member for Albert,
who was then in charge of the T.ocal Authori-
ties Bill, point blank refused to accept our
amendments. I moved an amendment myself
mm 1912, when sitting on the opposite side, to
provide for what has been included in this
Bill. but hon. members opposite would not
then listen to it.

At 8.20 p.m.,
The SPEAKER resumed the chair.

Mr. WINSTANLEY (continuing): Later
on, I moved an amendment to secure house-
hold suffrage, under which a householder,
whether he owned the house or not, would
get a vote. but it was defeated on division.
Some point was raised about land being cut
up into 18 or 15 perch allotments, and we
moved an amendment to prevent it, but the
then Home Secretary, the present member
for Albert, distinctly said that the amend-
ment could not be inserted into the Local
Authorities Bill, and that the subject must be
dealt with under a subdivision of Jand Bill.
The amendments suggested by hon. members
opposite, and the arguments they have used,
have been urged by us before when their
own Government was in power, and our
desires were refused every time.

A good deal has been said to the effect that
people in municipalities would be able to
leave the district and evade their responsi-
bilities; but there arc instances of that kind
on record in connection with people with
fairly large businesses, which make it profit-
able for them to be on the local authorities
and control them for their own benefit—for
instance, to get the water supplied to them
for their mines, mills, and other industries
at a less price than it costs to produce it.
These pcople, when it has served their pur-
pose to do so, have shut up their mines and
carted their machinery and assets away, leav-
ing what is sometimes termed ‘‘the nomad”
—and the man who has had his home there—to
discharge the responsibilities, and the Govern-
ment has had to come to the relief of some
localities. For that reason, I think that not
only the man who pays the rates, but the
individual who lives in the community, has
the right to have a say as to who shall
govern the municipality. If this Bill does
nothing else, it will increase inferest in civie
life and responsibility. The idea seems to be
prevalent in the minds of hon. members
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opposite that the only thing people want to
do when they get the franchise is to borrow
money and spend it, end then go away and
shirk their responsibility ; but people will not
get out of their respounsibility by shifting
from one place to another. I do not believe,
however, that they will do anything of the
kind, but that they will elect pcople on the
board who are intercsted in the wellbeing of
the municipality, and not people who are
simply there for their own interest and that
of their friends. I know some pcople who are
on the hoards simply because they get busi-
ness thereby, in spite of the law against con-
tractors getting contracts from the local
authorities, or against traders supplying
goods, when they are members of the board.
I believe that the increased civic responsi-
bility which will be brought about, and the
greater interest of people in the place in
which they iive, will make for the betterment
of the community.

It has been pointed out that local authority
work is not merely to make roads, although
the bullk®of the money is spent in that direc-
tion, bus that the health of the people should
be looked after, and everyone is concerned
in regard to that matter. It is well known
that local authorities have been lax and
negligent in regard to health matters.

An Oprosition MeMper: All local authori-

ties?

Mr. WINSTANLEY: I am not saying all
local authorities, but a great many of them
have. The bulk of the local authorities do
not display the interest which they should do.
The candidate who says he is not going fo
increase the rates, and will save expense to
the ratepayers, is the man who will get
elected. 1 know sowme local authorities which
for years and years have only struck a
general rate of sd. in the £1, and where
there are hundreds of miles of roads, anyone
knows how little can be done with a small
rate like that. If the people could not atford
to pay the rates there might be some excuse
for if, but the majority of the people are
squatters, and are well able to pay the rates.
It has also been said that the elimination of
the maximum rating power will be a danger-
ous principle; but local authorities, like other
people, have found their way out of that
difficulty. When the general rate was 3d.
in the £1, they struck [oan and health rates,
so that the maximum for the general rate
was a farce. It should have been wiped out
long ago, for the simple reason that there
has been a low valuation. In some munici-
palities they could not get enough from the
rates to meet the nccessary expenditure from
a 3d. or a 6d. rate, so I do not think much
harm is going to accrue from the alteration
of the maximum rating power. One desir-
able improvement which will be made will
be that the health of the people will be
better looked after than it is now. We will
not find what are nothing more nor less
than fever-breeding beds, which the Govern-
ment department has previously had to deal
with. Something has been said with refer-
ence to open spaces, and it is essential in
Queensland that no town should be so closely
built upon that there are no breathing spaces
for the people. But in some of the suburbs
of Brisbane land has been sold by Liberal
Governments in days gone by to such an
extent that local authorities, and, in some
instances, private individuals, have had to
collect subscriptions to buy back land from

Mr. Winstanley.]
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privats owners for breathing spaces, and
conditions like that are nothing less than a
public scandal. People wanted to get all the
land and keep it till it increased in value,
and then to practically levy blackmail on the
rest of the community by selling the land at
a greatly increased price. There are not
nearly enough reserves in Brisbane at the
present time. Something has also been said
about control being cxercised as to where
people were allowed to build  There are
houses within 3 miles of where we are to-
night which are not a foot above high-water
mark or spring tide. They are close to a
tidal creek where the stench in summer time
is abominable, and the land after a shower of
rain or high tide is just like a sponge.
By and by some of the people will find them-
selves in a very bad condition: but they will
say that the result is duc fo a visitation of
God, instead of their own neglect in not
keeping on higher ground.

{9.30 p.m.]

1f the local authorities have not power now
to deal with that matter, I hope that when
the Consolidation Bill is brought in, power
will be given them to control such matters.

Many mombers opposite think that sub-
sidies ought to be paid to local authorities,
and it is a wellknown fact that subsidies
used to be paid to them, but they were dis-
tributed in such a way that people who
needed the money most got the least. The
result was that a Liberal Government came
to the conclusion that the subsidy principle
was a bad principle, and decided that the
people of each locality should raise the money
they required themselves. The money local
authorities zot from subsidies was anything
but well spent in many instances. I do not
think the subsidy principle which was then
established is a good principle.

There is another point in connection with
the Bill which bas not been touched upon by
previous speakers, and that is the power
which local authorities will have under this
measure to remit the rates of old-age pen-
sioners. At the present time, in some places
there are old-age pensioners who own their

own homes, but find it a difficult task to save
. enough money from their pensions to pay the
municipal sanitary and water rates. The plea
of local authorities in such cases has always
been that they have not the power to remit
the rates on such properties., Under this Bill
they will have that power. It may not be
necessary that the rates should be remitted in
every case, but in cases where old-age pen-
sioners cannot afford to pay that money, it
will be a boon to them to be relieved of the
liability. When an old-age pensioner owning
property has passed away, the local authority
will be careful to sce that anyone else who
takes possession of the property will pay the
rates, wunless they have Dbeen remitted.
I quite admit that councils in some cases
have done good work, At any rate, they
have done their best under existing con-
ditions, but if they are given more power
they will do more and better work. I cer-
tainly think that the sanitary system in force
in a place iike Brisbane, with a population
of 180,000, is nothing less than a public
scandal. A city of such importance should
have a very different sanitary system from
that which is now in force, and T imagine that
the reason there has not been a change made
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in that system is that the ratepayers have
not interested or concerned themsclves in
the matter. As a result of that want of
interest, the city has drifted into a condi-
tion under which they have not the necessary
conveniences of civilised life.

Hon. W. H. Barnes: Is that matter not
under the control of the Water and Sewerage
Board?

Mr. WINSTANLEY: No.

Hon. W. H. Barves: They have to do with
the sanitary service.

Mr. WINSTANLEY : They may have to
do that now, but the present system is a
legacy from the municipality.

Hon. W. H. BarxEs: They are seeking now
to put it right.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: If the Government
of which the hon. member for Bulimba was
a member had undertaken to do the work,
and had done it the probabilities are that
things might have been very different from
what they are at the present time. The
present sanitary system is certainly not a
credit to a big city like Brisbane, and the
municipal council might have done much
better in this respect.

With regard to the proposed alteration in
the system of electing mayors or chairmen
of local authorities, T know that in a very
large number of instances, though the mayor
iz supposed to be elected at the first meeting
after the clection of aldermen takes place,
as a matter of fact, in many Instances a
caucus meeting is held before the first meet-
ing of the council takes place, and the man
who is the best underground engineer and
can do the most intriguing gets clected as
mayor. That is not a good thing for the
neople. T think it should be left to the people
themselves to elect a mayor—the man they
believe will fill the position most creditably.
There are any number of men appointed as
mayors who dc ot display very much ability
in that position, and I think that if the adult
electors had the opportunity of choosing the
person who was to occupy that position, in
nine cases out of ten they would elect a
man who would be a credit to the position
and a credit to the people themselves. For
the rcasons I have given, I welcome this
Bill. It is a Bill which has been advocated
by this party for twenty years, and I believe
that nothing Lut good will follow in its train.
With the operation of such a measure, the
people will develop a sense of their civie
responsibilities, and an interest in local go-
vernment. A better sense of responsibility for
our civic life is necded throughout Queens-
land, and this Bill will enable people to
realise that they are responsible for the con-
ditions which exist in their towns and cities.
For that reason, I certainly think that this
amending Bill will make things better and
brighter, make life more worth living, and
bring about more civilising influcnces in the
community.

Mr. BRAND (Burrum): 1 have much
pleasure indeed in opposing this measure,
as submitted to the House. I do so
because I intend to oppose any measure
which has for its object the increasing of
taxation of the man on the land. The
Home Sccretary was very moderate in his
language and moderate in his reasons
which he gave for the introduction of this
measure. The whole of his argument was
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directed to the franchise. In my opinion,
there is some other object behind this mea-
sure other than the giving a vote, in local
government matters, to the whole of the
people of the State, and I can quote no
better authority for what I am saying than
the writings of that great Napoleon of the
Lisbeur party, the Hon. W, Demaine. That
gentleman, in condoling with his party on
the fact that ther had not secured a. vietory,
although they had a majority in the House,
pointed out that they had 14,000 votes less
than the people opposed to Labour. Mr
Demaine stated, now that they had the
opportunity, they could rectify this matter
and make themselves secuare on the next
occasion, and for that purpose he advised
the Government to put through an amend-
ing Local Authority Bill, so that the next
local government elections could be held on
the adult franchise. and this would hit the
Primary Producers’ Union where it lives. I
believe that this Bill is an attempt to hit
the primary producer hard. The hon. mem-
ber for Bowen said that the Bill would enable
local authorities to tax the pecple and pro-
vide work for the unemployed. In other
words, the Bill is before the House for the
purpose of securing the seats of hon. mem-
bers opposite. They have not shown in any
of their argumecnts one instance of where
the workers of Queensland have asked for
this Bill to be passed. The whole of their
arguments have been directed against the
past policy in regard to the health of
the community, but I say the object of
this Bill is to ensure their seats at the next
clection.  So far as the local authorities are
concerned, the Government cannot show
where those people have not endeavoured to
do the right thing to provide work for ths
unemploved, or to sce that the health of the
community is what it should be. They have
done well in that regard, and the Govern-

ment cannct charge them with neglect of

their duty. The shires in my electorate have
spent thousands of pounds to ensure that the
health of the people is of the best; and,
while hon. members opposite may be able to
lay a charge of necglect of duty against some
~ of the city local authorities, I do not think
they can honcstly lay that charge against
country local authorities. The Bill is going
to affect the pecple in the country more
than anyone else, and in affecting the country
it is going to affect the whole State. In
the cane harvesting season you have hundreds
of men coming into sugar localities, and these
men, no matter what hon. members opposita
may sa¥, do not take anv interest in local
government matters.  They come into the
districts for the purpose of harvesting cane
only.
Mr. Grepsox: You ask them to come.

Mr. BRAND: We may ask them to come,
but more often they come * on their own.”

The Hoys SrcrETARY : How would you get
vour cane harvested if they did not come?

Mr. BRAND: I say that they come, bub
ther do not take any interest in local
authority mattors.

The TrEssURER: Then the country is per-
fectly safe.

Mr. BRAND: We are perfectly safe in not
giving them a vote; but. if you give them
a vote, they will become the dominant factor
during certain months of the year.

The Hour SEcRETARY: Do they stay there
after the sugar season is over?
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Mr. BRAND: No.

The Hoyme SECRETARY : Then how could they
vote ?

Mr. BRAND : During any election in the
sugar season they would have the dominant
vote.

The Hoxe SecreETARY: If they come back
every ycar to cut your cane, they have some
interest in the district.

Mr. BRAND: They do not come back
every vear. They come into the district to
take cut what they can get. They make no
benes about that. As far as the casual cane-
cutter is concerned, he will tell you that he
is only there to get what he can during the
sugar season and then get away.

The Howe SeCRETARY: He goes there every
year.

Mr. BRAND: The hon. member for Mus-
grave has pointed out that, with the excep-
tion of the adult franchise and increased
powers in rating, there is nothing in the
Bill granting the local authorities any
power that is going to he of any benefit to
them, and the hon. member for Musgrave is
a man who has spent a considerable amount
of his time in local authority matters.

The Houme SecrETarY: He has a very fine
little local authority.

AMr. BRAND: He has got that
The HoMe SECReTarY: He has got all the
good land in the district.

Mr. BRAND: And he has the best country
roads in ueensland, too. He is a man that
the Government should take heed of in
respect to some of his amendments—amend-
ments that he regards as necessary for the
better carrying out of local government.
The hon. gentleman hags stated that there is
not much interest taken in local authorities,
and that he, as Home Secretary, has had to
nominate members to local authorities—to
shire councils and city councils—and I would
like to tell him that the apathy in local
government matters in the country is due
to the fact that the people have been so
heavily taxed by the present Government
that they have to look after their own pri-
vate concerns in order to make a living, and
they have mno, time at ali for other matters.

Mr. Coruixs: How are they heavily
taxed ?
Mr., BRAND: The hon. member knows

as well as I do that this Government placed
a large amount of taxation on the primary
producer.

Mr. CoOLLINS:

Mr, BRAND: The land tax is one, and
increased income tax is another.  Any
measure that has for its object the heavier
taxation of land will undoubtedly retard
production. If our people once realise thab
they are going to have a preferential mort-
gage placed on their land—and the Minister
evidently intends it, because he has provided
that the rating may go up to any extent—
then they will be faced with the position that
production will have to_be retarded. That
means the reduction of the production of the
whole country, and the Treasurer 1s golng
to feel the effect of it, I think that the
measure should fix a limit to the rating
powers of local authorities, similar to what
they have at present.

The Hour SECRETARY:
suggest ?

Name one tax.

What do you

Mr. Brand.]
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Mr. BRAND: Well, it is 6d. now.

The Homr Secrersary: How can I raise
the maximum when you get round it by
lowering the valuation?

Mr. BRAND: The Minister allows them
40 go up to any amount under this Bill. We
are not allowed to go beyond 6d. as a gencral
rate, but the local authoritics can put on
more than 6d. by special rates. It is better to
make sure that you are not going to retard
production by allowing anyone or any body
of irresponsibles to Tax the land beyond
what it can pay. We can only stand a cer-
tain amount of taxation if you want us to
produce, and the Government will find that
the farmers are going to take fine care that
people who have not the interests of the
community abt heart are not going to place
a preferential mortgage on then crops; they
can do this by lessening production—by not
employing so many men—with the result that
the Government will {ind that there will be
more men on the unemployed market and
less production, which are both bad for the
State.

Then, most of our Government offices are
not paying rates. I say that it 1s unjust
that the private property-owners of Queens-
land should be asked to make roads and all
other conveniences for a Government that
will not pay taxes, We have an example of
it more particularly in Brisbane, where large
propertics owned by the Government are
not paying anything in rates. Yet the city
council have to plo\lde roads, channelling,
footpaths, and so on all round them at the
expense of the ratepayers. (Hear, hear!)
Where the Government pay a subsidy to the
local authorities I can understand that it
may be right, but where there is no such
subsidy I say that the Government have a
duty to pay rates.

The TrReASURER: What do you want?

3Mr. BRAND: We want a subsidy to
recoup us for the losses in rates. There are
State stations in Queensland which are not
paying rates. In one locality the loss of
rates in that way, I am told, has practically
killed one local authontv

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
the full amount by way of gratuity.

Mr. BRAND: I think they should pay
rates. The Government, if they are
entering into business, should pay rates the
same as any private individual, and not
expeet private people in the locality to make
roads for them. (Hear, hear!)

I hope that this measure will not go
through in its entirety, but that the Minister
will, in Commitiec, accept amendments
which we hope will make the measure more
workable and relieve the tension on the people

They get

in the country zo that they mar not need
to retard production.
Mr. FLETCHER (Port Curtis): Some

amendments that have been brought in in
this measure, more particularly those recom-
mended by the local authorities, are, no
doubt, very good, and will be of very great
assistance to the local authorities, because
they have been suggested by practical men,
but there are a multitude of reasons why
we should object most strongly to the inno-
vations of the Govelnmont more particu-
larly the alteration in the franchise and the
proposal for the election of mayor. 1t is
with those two points rather than with the
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details of the Bill that I propose to deal.
They are of a revolutionary character, and
should have been put to the people by refer-
endum or at election time; I feel sure that
if that had been done they would have been
defeated by 100,000 votes. The other pro-
visions of the Bill are of infinitesimal
importance compared with these two, but
before I go on to them I want to refer to
the expense that is entailed in the alteration
of the rolls.

The HonEe SecrReTaRY : [t will be no greater
than having an annual election.

Mr. FLETCHER: We are preaching
economy, and it is a wrong thing to bring
the alteration in now. Then, what is to
become of the ratepayers who are living
outside the areas concerned? In Port Curtis
we ndve people on the rolls who are living
away, in the North and elsewhere. ‘Will they
have votes in Port Curtis?

The Howr SecreraBY: No.

Mr. FLETCHER: Then they will be
eliminated. Anyhow, I hope the rolls will
be cleaner than they were at the time of
the last gencral State clection. (Hear, hear!)
The Home Secretary made use of argu-
ments that were both irrelevant and unsound.
1 could not pos=ibly go through all the argu-
ments he used. One of them, for instance,
was that the general of an army was not a
producer of wealth. Of course not. His
work is to study tactics and strategy.

The Houme SrcreTaRY: I said that he
would not get a vote if that was his only
qualification.

Mr. FLETCHER: The hon. member
pointed out that everybody did not make
money ; and he gave that as an instance.
The hon. member also said that an election
for this House and for a local authority were
one and the same thing in principle. But
they are totally diifcrent. The nomad the
bird of passage, will have a vote under this
Bill, but he will have no stake in_ the dis-
trict at all. But even that is not the point.
The point is that in some shires, towns, or
cities you will have no opposition at all.
If there happen to be seven members on a
council, they may be all Labour men—no
opposition at all.  In Parliament we always

have the Opposition, Lecause one

[10 p.m.] district counteracts another. You

may have a Labour member for
Fortitude Valley and a Liberal member for
Toowong. Buy, in the country each little
shire council has to work on ifs own. You
may have a body of men who maiy be most
estimable citizens, yet they have not had
any experience in deahng with finances and
handling affairs. Tt is absolutely wrong to
put them in charge of the affairs of a
district, They cannot get the best results.

The same arguments apply in connection
with the election of mavor. You may have
a man who is very popular, but has had abso-
lutely no experience: he is elected because
of his popularity. There are men who will
have a vote who are not ratepayers; they will
not be concerned in the thing, and you are
not going to get the best results. The British
Empire has developed from barbarism,
slavery, and serfdom, and gradually has come
down throughout the ages to the present
state of democracy. The socialist party have
been dominant onlv for the last six years,
vet they claim that they are responsible for
all the advantages we enjoy to-day. If I were
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to ask hon. members what were the most demo-
cratic, useful, and beneficial measures on the
statute-book to-day they would probably say
that they were general compulsory education,
universal suffrage, workers’ dwellings, old-
age pensions, Agricultural Bank, Shops and
Factories Act, State Children Act, and the
Dental Act. ‘All those measures were intro-
duced by Liberal Governments. They can-
not point to any onc Act introduced by this
Government which is anything like as good
as those. They have amended certain Acts
in certain particulars, but that was obliga-
tory. They may have increased the allow-
ances to certain people on account of the
increase in the cost of living. It was their
duty to do that; but they have not intro-
duced anvthing fresh of any material bene-
fit to the people. Had they done anything
which was of any use, had they made a
financial success of their business, had they
any achievements to point to, we could
have understood it. They have been abso-
lute failures in everything they have under-
taken. Now they are bringing in this meas-
ure, which Is going to have the most dis-
astrous results Imaginable.  The BritiQh
Empire, of which Queensland is a part, has
been built up on the most solid foundation.
We have the law courts, hospitals, ambu-
lances, ete., and local authorities. The local
authorities are built up on the soundest lines.
I have often thought how well arranged
everything was, how they dovetailed in, what a
fine legislation we got out of them. We
have the best men you can find in the different
shires coming forward and voluntarily giving
the best that is in them for the development
of those distriets. We are going to cast them
all adrift, for no reason except that the
Government want to bring in this measure to
help along socialism. I know what socialism
means; it is no good to the community at
all. (Government laughter.) We must either
advance or gc back. The Liberal Govern-
ments have given universal suffrage ard
compulsory education. Those are two of the
most democratic measures we have to-lay.
We are on our trial: we are either going io
go right on or we are going to go down. It
we contmue to act in the way this Govern-
ment are acting we are going to go down.
This alteration in the franchise is going to
have exactly the same result as State entor-
prise—the brraking down of individual eifort.
Increased taxation to make up the deficits,
compulsory leans, day labour, all these things
work for the same end. They bring uncer-
tainty, instabilitx, insccurity, stagnation of
trade, and un employment 1 have no hesita-
tion in saying that this is a most retrograde
movement. It is nonsensical, because I cannot
» the benefits to be gained. The people are
not going to get better results.  If they were
T would not oppese it. It will be inimical
s themselves who own proverty
There are workers in my district who would
not stand for it if it went to a referendum ; it
would go decidedly against the Government.
The new men appointed may go into it
whole-heartedly, in an attempt to do the best
they can; but if they have not the ability,
you cannot expect them to do if, and it is
going to have very dire results on the com.
munity. It is a inost short-sighted policy,
hecause people will stop bmldlng houses, and
you will have the rents going up. It is no
encouragement to property-owners to build,
and the banks will not be so ready to advance
money. If you have a sound body of m:n
administering the affairs of a local authority,
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thex have some chance of getting money when
they go to a bank, but if you have a body
of men who have not had any business train-
ing or expericnee in finance, or in handhng
affairs, how are they going to get the money?

I hold no brief for the wealthy landowners.
I say that the cxtreme wealthy man, the
selfish man who does not recognise his respon-
sibilities, and does not know how to treat his
cemployees, is as bad for the community as
the extremist on the other side. We want the
unselfish man who recognises his obligations
to the community. The trend of such legis-
lation as this will be to drive us down into
the depths, 1 view the introduction of this
measure with great seriousness, WNero, in the
olden days, ﬁudled while Rone burned. This
Government is fiddling while the affairs of
this State are being dragged down to destruc-
tion. The hour is pwrrna,nt with possibilities.
We have been living in a boom period, and
are now facing the aftermath. There are
grave difficulties ahead. In the face of those
difficulties. the Government bring in a
measure of this sort, which must have further
bad effects on the community. There is a
storm brewing, and we have made no pro-
vision for it. While the going was goed, and
times were propitious, we should ha,xo pre-
pared for the evil days that were ahead; but
this Government have drifted like a dereliet
on the ocean, and now proposec to bring
about further depression by the introduc-
tion of a measure of this sort. At any time
it would be suicidal, but bringing it in in
the face of what we have to experience is
nothing but purc murder.

Mr. W. COOPER (Roscwood): I think I
heard one member on the other side refer
to a Napoleon of this side in the person of
Mr. Demaine. I am under the lmpxessmn
we have another Napoleon over there in the
hon. member for Port Curtis. It appears to
me that the great arguments have centred
round the franchise in this Bill. I claim to
have had a certain amount of local authority
experience, and I have often wondered what
camie over the whole community when they
committed to a few landholders in any
municipality, or any shire council area, the
right to dominate the whole of the interests
of that particular area, and not give those
men vwho were responsible for the pxoductlon
of this great State an opportunity of having
a vote upon the question as to what condi-
tions they should be permitted to live under.
When I was living in Forest Hill I had
no vote for the shire council, and I con-
tracted tvphoid fever and was five months
in hospital and had to keep my wife and
family all that time. That was the result
of the neglect and dilatory methods adopted
by the shire council in not combating the
tvphmd germs. The cases from that district

ere the most severe in the Ipswich Hospital
at that time.

Mr. Fry: What were the conditions that
existed ?
Mr. W. COOPER: The conditions were

defective drainage and an absolute neglect
of the duties thab were imposed on the shire
council. I also happened to be & member of
a municipal cOunml for some considerable
time. In that council I represented the
workers in the place, not because they put
me there, but because the men who happened
to be fortunate cnough to have a vote con-
sidered that I had just as much common sense
as any other man whether I was a property-
owner or not. I was the only representative
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of the working men in that town. The roads
werce deplorable. The children had to take
their boots off and walk to schocl up to their
knees in water, because there were men on
the council who had four, five, or six votes
whilst the men in the workers’ part of the
town only had one vote. That was how those
men were able to place di,ﬂabﬂities upon those
who were the workers in the place, and but
for whose presence the town would have gone
down. We have heard very much about the
franchise not giving the sccunfy that the
parliamentary Franchise gives. Yet these
men have”to live under these condltlons,
consequently they should have a voice in the
making of the municipal laws and in deter-
mining the conditions under which they have
to live. If not, they might as well be put
into a paddock and told that they are slaves.
That is all they are—wage slaves. We find
in local authority elections that the men who
have all the say arc the men who have five
or six votes. They can return anyone they
like. My cxperience has been that the men
who have heen  returned have always
endeavoured to get a road made to their own
back doors. (Laughter.)
An Orprosrrion MEMBER: Did you do that?

Mr. W. COOPER: I did, as soon as 1
possibly could. (Laughter.) ‘That is exactly
what the hon. member would have done, and
that is the kind of thing that will continue
so long as the present condition of things
exists. If a man in a fown has four or five
children he only has one vote, and those
children have to live under the conditions
that are made for them by the shire council.
Again, we have in towns and shires public
\mv*mts who are sent to those towns and
shires and are compelled to live under the
conditions that exist there without having
any voice in the local authority elections.

Mr. ConrsEr: Aren’t they occuplers?

Mr. W. COOPER: Many of them are not.
Take a shifting population such as railway
officials, who are compelled to live in a
boarding-house. They have no control over
the local authorities, althongh they may have
to live alongside a fever bed, as T had to do
when at Forest Hill. I am quite satisfied
that there is not an hon. member on the
other side of the House who would oppose
this Bill if it were not for the adult franchise
proposal contained in i5. I feel that we are
now on the eve of progress and notl of stag-
nation. If we can once get this measure
through, we shall get a different class of
men on the mummpal and shire councils,
and we shall get the whole of the people in
the various districts to take an interest in
local government matters, and we shall have
better conditions prewailing generally.

Mr. MOORE: I beg to move the adjourn-
ment of the debate.
Question put and passed.

The resumption of the debate was made an
Order of the Day for to-morrow.

ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMIER : I beg to move—That the
House do now adjourn. The business to-
morrow will be the continuation of the second
reading debate on the Local Authorities Acts
Amendment Bill.

Quoestion put and passed.

The House adjourned at twenty minutes
past 10 o’clock p.m.
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