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30± Special AdJourn ·nent. [ASSEMBLY.] (Juestions. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSElVIBLY. 

FRIDAY, 26 I\ OVF.1IBER, 1920. 

Tho SPEAKER (Hon. \V. Dertram, Jiaree) 
took tho chair at half-past 3 o'clock p.m. 

QGESTIOP~S. 

DAMP \\'HEAT. 

::\1r. BREl'~::\A~ (Too>·oamba) asked the 
Secretary f Jr Agriculture and Stock~· 

"1. Is he a.\Yan~ th<-rt a quantity of the 
present wheat yield is damp, allCl, there
folT of inferior quality'? 

"2. Have tbe tHillers refused to accept 
such \Yht at for dorage? 

"3. J:Iavc certain Brisbane n1crchants 
refused to dispose of this wheat on behalf 
of their custm:ners under 9: per bu"hel? 

"4. \Yili he sec that wch wheat is per
mitted lo be sold immediately at the 
:rnarkct. ra.tes, about Ss. per bushel, other_ 
\viso it \vilJ deteriorate to .such an extent 
in a ,:;;bort period as to bo valu less 'i" 

The SECRET"\RY FOR AGRIC'CLTURE 
(B on. \V. I\. Uillic;, ha chum) replied-

" 1 to 4. ,is the hon. me1nbor i.s a\Yare, 
the Wheat Harvost'ng Bill is expected lo 
becorno la tv 'vi thin a hnv days; n1ean~ 
while, "-' the terms of the Dill are now 
lwowu, it is expected that all interested 
will <2xcrciso common s<enso. I ha vo no 
po1 or to give permits to deal with the 
property of the farmers." 

HA}!JLTox CoLD STOilES R.IILWAY. 

Mr. PETRIE (Toombul) asked the Sec
retary for H.aihyays-

1. In view of the cold store~ and 
wharve& now being erected at tho 
Hamilton, is it the intention of the 
Railway Department to cluplicat~ the 
railway lino from Eagie Junct.ion to 
Pinkcnba '? 

"2. If so, h<:n-o all the noc.":,sar; sur
veys boon maclo with regard to this line, 
and the connecting up of tho railway 
with the cold stores and whanos? 

"3. \\'ill he furnish particulars to tlw 
How:o as to the progress of this work and 
when it is likel"v to be completed?" 

1'ho SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYB 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, f{eppe/) replied-

" 1. Not at present. 
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"2 and 3. The survey for a brunch 
line from \Vhinstanes to the site of the 
cold stores has been made, bnt the work 
has not yet been commenced." 

BUSH l\iUHSING SCHEME. 

Mr. FORDE (1lock!lam2:o 1) acked the 
Hmne Secretarv~ 

"\Yill l;c giYe consideration to ~he 
question of ~stabli~hing· <1 bush nurs1ng 
scheme for Quccnf'1and, rnaking provision 
for the avnointrncnt of train0cl nurse, to 
care for fliCk \Yomen and ehilrlre:-_ in th" 
bush centrE:s of the Stato ?11 

The IlOME SECRETARY (Hon. IY. 
McCorrnack, C.1irns) replied-

" Such a scl1C1ne Is under co:usidora
tio11." 

RAVAGES OF BAXANA BEETLE. 

l\Ir. KING (Logan) a ked the Secretary 
£or Agriculture and Stock~ 

" IIas th(~ Govern1ncnt any intention 
of Psta.blishinQ' a State nursc1·.y, "With a 
view to corni;ai.ing the l'BYngc"~ of tht' 
br.:.nana beetle'?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGEICG"LTURE 
replied-

" rrhe establlshrncnt of <t nursery 
i~ undel' 1ny con~idoration. 

STIUKE AT B' BIXD_i s-c:GAH ~11ILL. 

].lr. C~\.TTEH1,ILLL (Jfvs:;rrJr_") a---·i_;;::l'd the 
Treasurer--

,, 1. Is it a fac' th::tt 
third eugillc( ~·-~ at thP . _ 
Sugar '._\li1l have gone out on stnlu~ ·~ 

"2. L it a the c 'USU of their 
striki11g '' 1.-: al of the 1uanager 
to pa}· them a wage hig-her than tho 
aw:acl both for the futuro and rctro-
opecti,·ely June last'! 

"3. I£ not, ,,-h.;t. is tho cans•o of their 
action ·r 

"4. Is the chief oPgincf'r ut present 
carrying on alone. at the; rnil.l, and is 
there allY dangt:r of the null b:2111g cl~)-:.~:d 
do\Yl1 by~ tEas on u£ tho -engineer:' action'! 

" 5. \Vhnt action does he prupo"·":; to 
take in the rnatter ?" 

Tlw TREASURER (IIon. J. 
Paddington) replied-

" 1. }\·Iem bcr.s of tho 
Societv of Engineers, 
seconcf and third cllgirwt:r~, 

Fib lly, 

at the Babindrt :Mill on tiw 19th instant. 
as a n su1t of n. j udg1nent o£ the Court 
of Includrial Arbitration, which cxclud{~d 
certain 111ernbcrs of tbP socic•t,'>". such as 
driller._.. turners, etc., fron1 the benefit of 
an a ,n{rd \Yhich operate-d hom tho 12tl. 
Oct·1bcr last. 

"2. No. 
" 3. See reply to X o. 1. 
" 4. The chief engineer is not carrying 

on alone; the matter '\Yas. referred to 
the indu•trial magistrate, and work was 
resumed on the 20th instant. 

'' 5. I d~ n~t propo_~e to take any 
further actwn. 

1920-w 

AGEKT·GEKERAL's ExPENSES. 

Mr. VOWLES (JJa 7hy) asked the Chief 
Secretary-

,, 1. Will he gi' c the House detailed 
p ... uticular~ of the itcrn · /~<h anccs, £923 
ls. lOd .. : rcferr{~d to by the Auditor-
GPncroJ 
n~ction \Yith rhc· 
:0.-'L Hvnt0r as 

in con
:,Jr. J. 

"2. Is it customary to charge to CX)ll

sol1datcd rc'v~:.mue the cost of trusclling 
bags wr·u by public :-en ants') 

" 3. If not. why was this cbarge 
sanctioner]? 

" 4. To whom do tho bags in question 
belong?" 

The PRE?IIIEH (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillar;oc) replied~-

" l. Thl:-:; amount is. n1ado up vdwlly of 
checlLH. ,, dnt,·.-n against a. lot.t 'l' of credjt. 
The Agent-General will be requested to 
supply O"tails of the expenditure 

" 2. This amount includes no expen
diture for bags. 

L 3. Se,c answer to :No. 2. 
"4. Se·(' answer to ~o. 2. \Yhon bags 

by tbo Gon,rmnent they 
property of the Govcrnrnent." 

'~CClDEXTS OK RACECOURSES. 

Mr. VOWLES asked the Attorney-
General-

" 1. lia~ his att{'ntion been directed to 
a roccut fatal accideut at Kcdrcn Park 
Racecourse, in Bri' banc? 

"2. How mrrn-· fatcll, (IJ) 
othcl'"\Yi.;;~·-ha\~C' ~ on racc-
coul·~c during the pa,st thi·ee y,'ars? 

"3. \Yill lw eanso a report to be made 
as to the ~afctv of this oource for 
ra.eing ?" ~ 

Tile ATTOR~EY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, Flinrl·rs) replied--

" 1 and 3. The,-, oue,stions .should be 
aduro .. pc] to lhe Hon: the Premier. 

"2. I \Yould suggest that the hon. 
nlernber comn1unic<:Jte ,~-ith tho secretary 
of the rac-e club concerned." 

OFFICU.LS I:\T P ARLIA:VIE:\TT ACT 
A:\IENDMENT' BILL. 

THl!m HEADIXG. 

Tho ATTCJHNEY-GE~EIL\.L: I bog to 
'nlovc-

" That tlw Dill Le now read a. third 
tinH'." 

~.h·. YO\VLES (Dalh;"): I called " Not 
form:>!'' to thi5 Dill for the purpoo of g-iving 
hon. 111Cn1bers sittillg Lehind the Govenu11ont 
another opportunity of considcrir1g the posi
tion before this Bill passes this Chamber. 
\Ye sco Ly the papers this 1norning that tho 
Goyerrnncnt hoxe found it ncc1?ssary to go 
ia for retrenchment in the public scnice
that large nun1Lers of worktnen arc Leing 
deprived of their means of livelihood. :'\o 
doubt. that is the result of the financial posi
tion, ·and I do not complain of their doing 
it if it is :nCC·l'SSary; but I do co1nplain that 
the v should deprive men of their means of 
li vclihood and at the same time be generous 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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the·,· golng to ·Create 
big- absorbing publie n1onPy, 

v.~.," · l<'ing taken out of tho mouths of the 
win·s and children of these workmen? (Hear, 
hear ! ) \Vo hear these gentlemen talk in 
the st La in of proteeto~\S of the needy, the 
people who advocate the claims of the widow 
and orphans, but when they get a chance to 
put thci1· professions into practical effect 
they hi!. They go in for more expenditure, 
whilst at the se.mo time they become a party 
to depriving little children of their food at 
Chri::-trna~ tin10, and I'C'fer then1 to f•hanty-
Govemment charity-in order that they may 
have the necessaries of life. 

Mr. \YEm: Why don't you blame the Philp 
delegation'! 

Mr. VO\VLES: What is the good of the 
hon. 1n,_1nher introducing a foreign question 't 
E vou so, that would be all the more reason 
whv the Go,-crnmcnt should be economical, 
if ihey arc >•hart of funds; and the persons 
whom the Government profess to protect 
should g-et the benefit of what public mo~ey 
there is and not pel'Sons already m rece1pt 
of very good incomes. . I do not want . to 
labour this matter. I s1mply want to g1ve 
hon. members opposite an opportunity to 
cxpn_-:3s their views, because these matters 
have cmne to light in the n1orning papers, 
and we did 'not know them vesterday when 
we discussed the previous stag-es of the Bill. 

Mr. :\100RE \Aubigny): I do not want 
to criticise the Government for effecting a 
certain amount of economy if they find it 
necessary, but they should not talk economy 
ono dav and then r-efuse to put it into effect 
the nc~t day. Economy should apply all 
round. I£ there is going to be economy out
Hide, dy·n~ ~-houkl bP c•conolny inside. Thero 
is no occasion for the appointment of another 
Minist ·r that I can occ. In all the ;peeches 
we hC'nrd frorn the Governn1ent si do~ yester
dav, 1 did not find one single solid reason 
why a new Minister should be appointed. 

The) ATTORl'EY-GENEHAL: You ,are one of 
the mc'l who advocated it in the last Parlia
rnent. 

Mr. MOO RE: I advocated the appoint
ment of a Minister of Health. That does 
not mean a new ::\i1inister. I think that the 
Minister of Health should be separate from 
the Home Department. It only involves a 
lTshuffling of the positions. 

The PRE:uiEH: A new Under Secretary and 
a new staff. 

Mr. MOORE: Why a new Under Secre-
tar,Y? This new IVlinister means a new 
staff. 

The HOME SECHETARY: What other 
Minister would you put the Health Depart
In( nt under'! 

Mr. :MOORE: I would take it from the 
Home Department. 

The HO~lE SECHETAHY: Where would you 
put it? 

Mr. MOORE: I would not mind. Give it 
to the man who has least to do-the man who 
does not look after the details of his office 
so that other Ministers ha Ye to clo it. 'When 
the position is such that retrenchment is 
ncce:::~ a ry, I say th:J. t it is not a fair thing 
to appo'int a 'new ~Iinister. I am quite 
rrepr,red to admit that some Ministers, such 
as the Home Secretary, have more work 
th,an a Minister can properly underte,ke. 

[Mr. V mdes. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon~ mem
lwr is going into details, and I do not intend 
to allow it at this stage. 

~1r. :MOORE : I do not propose to go into 
details. I merely intend to SUJ1port thB hon. 
member for Dalbv. If retrenchment is neces
'""'Y· this is a bad time to appoint a new 
::Hinister, and I strongly object to it. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL (_ll/!CI·t): I appeal to 
hon. mC'lnbers sitting on the rrrcasury 
benches cYcn no·· to hold their hand-·. I 
h<:t.Yo not :1.dYocatcd the .appointment o{ an 
a.f!ditional ~\linistcr, and I mn all the rnore 
i1nprcs~ed. with the belief that it i1~ not a. 
Y. iso thing ::tl ilJc pre5cnt r11omcnt to add 
~nother J\Iinieter to th, strength of the 
Treasury benches. \Yhcn I spoke on the 
"'"olld reading of tlw Bill. I had informa .. 
tion that a certain nu:mbcr of GoYernment 
cmploypes had received notice of dismissaL 
Since I spoke last night I see tha.t the number 
of rr1en 'vho have to lea.Yc their ernployment, 
particularly in the Railway Department, is 
yery large indeed. rrhore are rnen there 
who haYe been employed for years and were 
engaged in the construction of absolutely 
necessary rolling-stock-rolling-stock ncces
sarv to core with the traffic on the lines-to 
l'C'l ;lac? wo.rn-out .-stock; and yet. do-,nite those 
facts, it is proposed that another Minister 
shall be appointed, with all the attendant 
cost. I quito adrnit that the actual increase, 
f::J far rrs sn1.:rv is (0ncorncd. is a mere
bagatelle: but 'it is the principle that is 
i:"·olved at the present time. (Hear. hea.r !) 
It 1s ·' 11,0 a f :et t1ntt not onh~ the salarv of 
the I\lini;;;tf'r hi1nsclf is conc:erned lJut ~the 
est a bliilhment. of an additional departm0nt, 
and '•H' all knmv, taking into consideration 
tht' ('(·st of other doparhnents, that that -will 
u.rnollnt to thousand poundtJ. If the-
gent1en1en Rre arhn1ni:;.,te't-i.ng t:te Trc3-
~ur:.~ \Yi1l only Yie\v the p0sition, they 1nust 
wroly conclndc that, bv holding thf'ir hands 
a,~ lhe prc~sent time, the e'~pcnditnre 5avcd 
\~·ill probably enable thcn1 to retain in lhe 
sel'vire of the State a considerable nu!nbcr 
of railway employees-old servants upon 
whon1 it wl1l corne vcr:-- hard indeed. espccl
all:v at this period, to lo~e positions they 
hR-;~e held for so 1na.ny years. 

I make this final appeal. It does not matter 
what our politics mav be-whether we are· 
sitting on thi'.' or that ,,idc of the House, 
The fact should appeal to every mcmb2r 
of this Chan1l1<:-r that, when it is ncressary 
t-• dispense with the serYires of old servants 
1Yho arc engaged in absolutely neCC:"3&ry 
v ork. this coneiderable expenditure s)loulci 
not be entered into. Every member who 
reflects upon the matter, and realises the 
action thar is being taken by the RaihYay 
D,,partment, n1ust con1e to the conclusion 
that this should ccrtninlv be dela-,~ecJ for at 
least six months, in Ol'der to enable the 
amount tha.t >Yill be neccssarv to establish 
th:., department to be expcndccl in the reten
tion of these old sen-ants of the State' who, 
at this puticular time of the yerrr, find it 
con1c3 yrry hard upon them and their fa1T1ilies 
to haYe their seniccs dispensed with. 

~Ir. CORSER (Jiurnctt): I rise to mm·e en 
anH•ncln1ent to the qnc:;tion~to delete the 
word "now," and at. the end of the question 
to insert "this day six n1onths," so that \Ve 

might have an opp0rtunity of reviewing the 
whole position of the State before this Bill 
is finallv dealt with. vVe know trouble 
has been met with in all departments 
of the State. \Ve haYe instances, even 
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n1 Press, of harsh treatment 
ha_Yiug n1cte~~ out, no doubt, 
the ". isht'·; of the l.:roYernm0nt. It na::: 
fon~xl retrench in tlw H.ai:\;av 
l)Pn;,nnwllt. that hEJs bPen found 
Ps~Cntial, I do not se:~ ·why \YC shou1d pro-
\ ide ::t a.rrwnnt of the Gon~rnmenfs 
pur~{· ;r tlH_~ conYentcncc of i\Iinistcrs o~ 
lhis Padji1rne::.H. I siiH.'<'rt:ly l1opc the l::Ious:~ 
-,vill tnkr' iniu cunsidcration the pc•ition 'SC 

baY•' to f11ce, and se<:~ if it iB not ·wiBe for us 
t 1 ·!spend the irnn1cdiat" paf·,jng of thi;:; 
n;n thruugh it- third reading. in ordt~r ihLt 
t~ne ·whol~ p::of1tion <'f the ~Hat·) n1ny be 
n•YiseJ during the next fc"'.v n1ont11s, and \VC 
will then ha Ye a better opportunity of knowing 
·whrther those ch'nurt:ments warra.nt the 
as::-istan<'" of a furt-.her l\1in~•3t0r {jr ~.vhether 
it is to be the continued nolicy to retr(lnch-
which no sc•ction '\Yonld ]~kc t.o see. -

Tho PREMIER : Do you not regret your 
action in regard to the delegation? 

Mr. CORSER: My action with regard to 
tbG dele:;-ation has been nil, and 1 think 
some of the chargc>S made by the Premier 
against the delegation are false and 
unfounded. If the delegation injured the 
credit of the State, it has not the support 
of tho Country party in that regard. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. CORSER: We have to face things 

now, and we do not want to be looking at 
false issues. The Government have landed 
us in a rertajn position, and "\Ve should not 
try to feather the nest of the Cabinet by 
finding moro " perks" for Ministerial offices 
when so many of the Stat.,'s employees have 
to bo turned adnft to try and find work 
for thcmsl'lves. No doubt. the Government 
have had to take upon themselYes a dutv 
they do not like. Th•'J have had to face 
what was u:msidered to be the hest thing. 
It, i~ u1lfortunatc that bad goYPrninf'nt and 
mismanagement have mad<> this nece's·ary. I 
therefore move the amendment. 

Mr. SWA YNE (M.imni) : I rise to support 
tho amendment. I have listened very atten
tively to the statement of the case. and I 
think there can be no two opinions that 
this is not an opportune time to make this 
appointment. That is so, not only on account 
of the expense connected with the ~ ppoint-
111C'Ilt of another 1\iinjst0r; wo rnn~t rcnF'rn~ 
her all the atto·:dant 0xpenso attach•xl to it. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem
ber is now repe~tting- an argument that has 
been used a dozen times. I do. not propose 
to allow tedious repetition. 

Mr. SWAYNE: It seems to me that one 
or two phases in connection with this ques
tion h~tYe not hitherto been raised or replied 
to. I notice that the contention on the other 
side of the House w11s largely that the estab
lishment of '"''rious State enterprises reqnired 
the appointment of another Minister. I 
should like to point out that the people of 
Queensland h<tve distinctlY stated on two 
occasions within the last few w0eks that the,,. 
do not want those State enterprises. First 
of all. we hn d a g-eneral election on 9th 
October. which resulted in a g-eneral con
demnation of the polic,- of this Grwcrnment; 
and. of course, we know that State enter
prises are the most prominent feature in 
their policy. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! Order ! The 
hon. gentleman is not in order in making a 
second reading speech. 

}fr. S\YAYNE: "\o. But I am urging that 
the matter should he held over for six 
months to give us a further opportunity of 
consideriug it. I do not think the points 
I ha '.-o just raised have been consider2d by 
the House. Further. on 30th October there 
\Vas ··)nother expression of opinion in regard 
to State enterprises. You remember, Sir, 
that State enterprises largely came into the 
discussion on this subject and were advanced 
us a r"<>son for the establishment of this 
portfolio. Leaving out the question as to 
the continna.noe or not of the liquor trade, 
one thing which was stated by the electors 
was that they did not want State controL 
Although the· opinions were not so wid~ly 
separated upon the main point, they were 
most decided on the point that they did not 
want Str.te controL rrhereforo, I think that, 
instead of appointing another Minister on 
the plee. of increased work arising from State 
enterpri><·s. it would be f,alling in with th<> 
Yiews recently expressed so strongly by the 
people of Queensland to withdraw the opera
tions connected with State enterprises, and 
not incur the expense of a new department 
lm gely brought about by their existence. 
Another point which I think requires further 
consideration is. whether the work has really 
increased to such an extent as to demand the 
appointment of another Minister. I think 
it was urged that since 1R96 there has been 
a big- increase in the work. I think such is 
not th0 case. At that time there were three 
very important departments in the hands 
of the State Ministry which thev have not at 
present. They were Customs. defence (naval 
and military matters), and post and tele
~<rapbs. Furthermore. 1\linisters did not 
then havC' the labour-saving facilities which 
they now enjoy. They did not have the 
C'xtcnsi H' uso of telephones, and, most cer
tainh-. they did not have the motor-caJ·s 
vrhich 11inistrrs now have. Those two items 
a lone must save Ministers a considerable 
amcmnt of time and m.ake their work far 
ea sicr. Altogether. I think anybody who reads 
the debates will recognise that the case made 
out has beFn a YCl'.\T poor on0. I qnlto rPaliEe 
that a fnrther appointment has its attrac
tions to hon. gentlemen on the other side; 
but if thev have six months to think it over. 
pos;ibly. on the score of duty alone, they will 
realise that this is not the time to make the 
appointment. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba): 
I would like to support the -amendment 
moved bv the hon. member for Bm·nett. 
I would ·like to take this opportunity of 
saying that in thr propaganda nut before 
the country bY the ::O.:ationnlists it was ]oid 
down Yerv· cle-arly and distinctly that, as far 
r.s the Minister of Labm.ll" was cnnccrned, it 
did not mean an additional Minister or 
sa 1ary. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That was not 
stated. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: At every meeting 
I addressed in connection with the campaign, 
I laid it down yery clearly that. as far as th" 
party with which I was as.sociated "as con
cerned. it did not neCE'"·sitate any increased 
expenditure; but we recognised that the 
industrial question was one of the most 
important in the C'ommomvealth and the 
State, and we con-.icic'rcd a IV:Iinistrr was ~·e
quired tD giyc spPria! ronsidcration to that 
nart of the serYicc. \Yf' haYf> to rPcogni~8 
that this is nn new feature of the Gm·nn
nlent. I think this i~ dH~ third OC{'a~ion 

Mr. T. R. Roberts.] 
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on which an attempt has been made to 
pass this particular Bill. Withoutgoinl[ ~nto 
any question as to whether there IS su~tc1ent 
work or not I want to say the time IS not 
opportune f~r, and the financial po_sition of 
tbc State does not warrant, the mcreased 
expenditure under thi" head. It has to be 
recognised that in every pha-e of industry 
to-dac·-in the CommoiJ·•·calth and in all 
parts' of the world--nen might be able to 
do certain things if they can pwducc the 
( .tpital, but they hno to get iuto line with 
the money available. Under these condJ
tior:.s, I sa=; 11inistr~rs n;nst~ on this irnpo.rtant 
occasion, bo prepared to 1nake sorne sacnficcs. 
Heferenco has been ncado this afternoon to 
the unfortunate position in which we find 
ourselves in connection with the Ipswich 
workshops. I have seYeral instances of the 
position as far as unen1ployrnent is con· 
c~rncd, but I have ono in particular which 
appeals to me at this moment when this 
motion is before the House. vVe have, at 
'foo,voon1ba. a voung fello1v who, just prior 
to the outbreal~ of war, had qualified for 
r:n1ployrr1ent in thn rail'ways. He. enlisted 
for his countrv's defence. and on h1s return 
made application to the C'?mmissioner. for 
Railways for emplo~·ment m the pos1bon 
for which he had (]Ualiflcd. He >Yas told 
that in the meantime he had reached a 
cort ,_in ag(' J.t \\hieh. nndt'l' th' i!Jdt.:_-rri-1 
award, they could not afford to 0mploy him 
and pay the wage prPscribed. 

The SPIL\I<CER: On.k·r: 

;\'lr. T. R. ROBEETS: Cnder these en·-
, we ll:1.Ye justiflrnti.ou for 

urging the rnight, at th:s 
nwmont 1 \Yell hant:J in Uw 
rnatb?r of incru1:::rd I do not 
think there can bP anv which ihC' 
~1inistcrs can put bcfor:c us aft0!'Hoon 
''hi eh will jmtify CX)Wl1diiure in this direc
tion. I am not only in favour of the delaying 
of this matter for e1x months. but a.g;ainst 
the introduction of anv measure to create an 
additional Minister. " 

Mr. BEBBIKGTON (Drayton): I support 
the amendment, for tho simple reason that 
it will give us six months to see if we cannot 
b~ing about .son1c b-cttl:r financial position. 

A Go\'ERXo!EXT ::cinJBEH interjected. 

1\h. BEBBI:\"GTO:'f: By the way things 
are g-oing on it will take this Government six 

to change. 1Ihey uro carrying out 
doctrine of socia]j:.3n1. 

The SPEAKER: Ordc'r! 

:'<Ir. BEBBI:\"GTO:\": I am quite aware 
tb_;:t \YC (UH l1€'VL'l' lnljllOYC things if \VO have 
not got lllOllC. to pay thr \Yorkrnon; but \\'(3 

nwney to pa:r th0 rw'n \Yho arc 
:::o long rs tbc prt.'SUJt 

rr1nai'l i1~ po\Yf'l'. So lDng as 
ha ,-o extrClllf~ lJoliey pnn:;u\•(L we: an' 

to b· the san1c nositiou. ~ot on1v 
we nnt ho u blo to ~ Inorc ~iini 'ter :, 

Lut ,. c sL,dl get lF'art~r Ycrgc of ruin if 
t~1e CoYcnlnH•nt follow rours0 thry are 
pur~lli1lf". I would liJ.-,-. to giYP the Govorn
l!l~nt six n1onths to repent of their cYil wa:;s 
to ~ce if \YB cannot bring about a better 
Etatr· of things. (Gov crnrnent laughter.) If 
the Governn1Pnt would turn from their evil 
ways and accnpt the a·d··iance of the Country 
rL'•rt.v, which stands for the lllCre<tsed pro
duction of --:- Palth) it 1vould renwUy the 
situation. 

The SPE .\KER: Order ! 

[.M1·. T. R. Roberts. 

~\lr. 

ImlflC'? 

per '111 

~ ... ( ll 
sl .-,u]d 

BEBBINGTU:'\: I 
:_;rcu 

SClTunt 

of th_, 

to pcint out 
f~..1r f1nding 

or au" cthP-t' . lt 

:1!r. ELPHI:\STONE 
t-ilcncc• ~-hich ~~-PI~ to 
nJcnt 1--, l;('hes rD thel' 
\\ hipp-'d ( ~li !J. lt 

The orninous 
the Goyc•rn
mc of tho 

cb·:iuns that thc'y 
pD- it ion in ,,·hi eh 

r.rhc:'-7 a.rc 
an~ not at 

\ 1tnd 

thP 
them, 
behaviour )n ycat.;: g-one 

theii' tlnancialr6girnc. . 
the cor. leqL,onces) thc·y rnc SIT:)ly 

\Yhont thPy urP 
.c...ufr c'l' 1 w~1 il e the~y 
uttonnost fa;·thing 

so tlw· cali it. 
\Yhat yyould 

for ancthcr six rnonth-.. 
thPY h:_, YO pur.-.ucd 

I takt-: th1t~ thel'e ai'I 0ight 
in this IIous -'- n1:d tl1cy 

propoSL' to rnuke it nine. The ninth n1an is 
a1readv in r0r€ipt of a salary of £500. per 
:.u1nnm~, so that a:l that i::-; nec~s~a.ry IS ./" 
further £?00. If.~ 1ght o£ the 1\lJ:i~.-;t_;·s "~-l~ 
forcQ"o £00 or £u0 pt r a·- nurr1 out 01 th--rr 
;;;itla~ies, thr--· \H 'tld tlY demand~ of 
thi::i ninth 7\'Iinic:;b•r. are a.;;;kC',.ct t_o 
fore0·o is about £50 or E-~1nu1n. ~r t}n.;; 
a.nlP~1 drncnt is carried, the Dili deferred 
h .. six 'nonths it \\·i!] me,m £50 or £60 to d ;n;.- bn thP 'other hand. th~~- '"uul{l haY<' 
sorne satisfaction in kncl\~·1ng- tLat thC' 
economy they ar0 J?r:caching-tho rctrcnch
rnont thev are practJsing-,Yas, ~tt any rate, 
first i 11 tr~duccd flil10D_f?st their o_\Yn rrdlk~~ 1 

·who looks w1th a rerta1n a.u~f)llllt· or 
into thr future v.·ith r:: a.n' to 
~£ lo<tn nwncy. Seeing that 

011 IYhich the GOI"Ornment. actua.ll_v 
is~ uL\·ions that tllc· pruning'-~-cnife 

ha"' b<'rll 1ntroduccrl into the R::ul~, a~v 
DcpartnH-:nt i~ going to be introduced into 
n1anY oth('r (1cpartmcnts. It rather rna~.;:-es 
ouc ~n1ilc, alid a.lmost \'\'88}_), ':he?- you tlnnk 
of the nun1bers of 1ncn 1n theIr hundrod9 
wbo were put on to Gm·ernment employment 
imrncdiatcly prior to the election, and r:ow, 
as soon as it is oyer, the nocd of a. n1nth 
Minister to g·et an e~ tra £400 or £500 per 
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annnrn is of far more moment to the men 
cccnpying the Go-..:c'n;rncnt bcneh0s than the 
~:r·kiug of l1undrPds OL rn('n in thC' Railwav 
Depnrt!11CIJt. Snch the sinceritv of th~" 
GoY It 1'- alsu rathrr 

upon the st ·,tern{'nt~ 
th(' PrC'-~nicr an·1 other 

benches~that 
prarticr: of tho 

if they were 

Mr. FLET( '!lER (l'ort C'urtis): I ~ ouU 
likn tn "><l)-' a. f( \Y 'i'"-:~r1b b:o-fcre the 3mcnd-
JJ1C':rt ]:-; put. tlliuk it i:-- c':cr·1l0nt pro-

to the Bill six n1onth~, so 
CoYE l'l'UH'nt c:an rcvivw the pos.ition 

Sf'(' i£ thPy c.w1ot l'{'Il1ode1 tbo cle'Jart
rrl"Ilt~ of th(' State anc! fraine thern Dn tnore 
>t<h.tJJcl'd lines. If tlwv do that thcv will 
f1r:j: t:ut tll(l {'ight )·iiilistPrs VIe. now~ have 
arc an1plc. If it is fot•.nd thaJ, nine :J.linif'tcr:-< 

jndispcnsahle. tht'l< I think they n1ight 
pool their ~alarics, ns the,- hrt\-c d~nl? 

SC('in~ th0 b:2d ftnal~cial uo:-ition 
finds itsPlf in. I think it ~is most 

of thC'tt1 ttJ bring in a Bil1 of 
this nat -rt~ -.,--;-hen the Premier and sup-
pOrT('r;; flrP a kit:g fo1 our a ':oistancP the 
matu,r t.. f 0eonomy. If tlw quc·~tion of 
ecmLHn~· is elin1inat<'•d rdto~;·cthPr-. tllt' nur~
tion of their hun1anitarian -attitude tow~uds 
the ~H?Dpic of rhe State cotrlCc in. and thev 
rnigl.t still pool t'nf'ir ~alarics and gi-;.-e th~ 
a1nonnt tl·J.t "·ould be reprC'senh)d by an 
f'Xtrrr. ::\1inistf'r to tl1L' poor for ChristlnR~. I 
think it would be an {'Xcellcnt thing to .~.rive 
the~ GoYrrnm.-nt six n10nths' tin1e tO rrfl~ct. 

J\lr. BREXX.\Ci: Did .'our meat company do 
that': 

J\Ir. FLETCHEH.: Yes, they did. (Govern
n:cnt Jang-htcr.) 

~.Ir. TAYLOR (1Findsnr): I deoire to sup~ 
port rho amrndment. \Vhv the Bill w:ts 
~)r,:;ugt:t fonYar~ is , to a1l: of~ lH quite 
ilH·\;:phcaLl0. J f It hao. he en brougnt forward 
by tlw so-callPd Tory party, we should never 
haYr heard the end ot it from memlxrs 011 

the other side. \Yo should ha.Yc hc('l1 told 
tJ~a.t they \';"lT? out to exploit the pcCJl)lf' and 
drd not lUre the to" of a button \Yith regatd 
to t.h~ welfare Df the workers of the Stab.\ 
8 nd th~1t they , ... l'H' quite reg.ardle:-8 of -..,.vhat 
troubk~ and sorrov;,· ntight h0 brought into 
hon1r-> h . ..-.7 retrcn~'hrnent. IYhit h \Yas be-ing 
pra, tiscd while providing an additional port
folio for anotlv'r ~lini~tcr. 

~Jr. l-I \RTLEY: Cut it out. It is onl~- £500. 
Hnt 1 

The' SPEAJ(EH: Otdcr! 

:\fr. TAYLOH: lt i. nll nr · fine for the 
hon. UH'mbcr to talk a.bDnt elittjn,:r it out, 
and ~aying that it 1s only £500. r-, 

Jhr; ~PE)~T(EH: Order! 

TAYLClH: y,,,.,_ I 
n1·, to tho 

lh 'I_'~ it 
0L,li{l 

~s ro 
tcr. I 

th ho~1. ,.H'L b r for 

Oxl<>y might well he taken to heart by 
men1bPrs vn the otllCr side, 1vhen he suggests 
that. if the \I'Ol'k is so difficult anrl hard to 
carry on in a tin1e of financial strcs-5 ~uch 
:1s \YC arc .ing through at the present 
tirnc, th{•y YCl'V \YC1l stick their hands 
into their O\Yll po( ~·~cts and make up the 
additional a1nount required for the proposed 
new Minister. It 1s onl~, £500, as the ho.o. 
rnr for Fit.~rG>- said. \Yell, let thcn1 

out .r.,nd ;;;ho\v their ~inc-c:ritv and 
are nxiotE to help their cOuntry 

when r10~ · ~J sc:nca It is 
fl·orn the m<~ r1e Ly various. 

ihat rlloneJ' is going to continue to 
bt' carcG for tinw to c ,Jt!lf', and I do 
1:ot tb1nk thjs <HI opfHHi.UrL time to 
incrPlU'n expenditure b3 vroviding for another 
~a.la ried 1lini~hT. I desire to E-uprort the 
amc>ndrncnt. anU l really hop~ tha.t the 
~liuistC'r will accept Il. and defer this matter 
fed~ ~ix rnonths. Probabl~·, :·lt the end of six 
rn(HJt.h~. h0 ,vjll }.,,., very g1ad that he did 
~o. and will then cut tlJo whole bu -inc~s 
out a!tlp:f'ihcr. 

Mr. FH.Y (Kuri/z)([): I olJject to this Bill 
going through at the present tin1e. and 
~npport tlH' alllC'YH1rnr nt. T cou11d nnt give 
a f:ilflJJt vote on thi:- qu0stion. pspcciall:'- in 
YiP\\" of thP fact that the Prcmicr im-i'cd 
the Opposition to a~si~t h]nl to gov('rn the 
C'Ol!11tr~· \Yith ec0DOl1~!y. 

The SPK'I.KF:H. : Order : I shonlcl like to 
poi11t out to hoE. nH'Hllwrs that the second 
l'Pading of this Bill was discussed very fully, 
nnd that it i,, almost impossible to use argu~ 
HH'1lLY vvhich have not already bf~en stated. 
lion. tncn1bcrs who have spoken have 
indulged in a rcp(tition of previous argu
nlC'ntS. and I want to point out, particularly 
in ne\Y InPn1bPl·~. that tc·rlious repetition by 
an bon. 1nembcr. of either his own argunlv?nts 
or of thosP u~cd h~- other Inr'nl1Jcr~, is net 
in ordPr. I hope that hcHJ. n1ernbt:~r::; ''ill net 
indnlgn in rcpotition. 

:\fr. FRY: It is mv intention t 1 ln·nk 
JJev.- ground, and to ]joint out that. ii the 
lc•aclcr of th<e Natioual partv advocated the 
a ppointtnC'nt of a new ::.\1 inistcr during the 
election cantpaign, be did not rcfC'r to any 
proposal like that contained in this Bill. 

The SPEAKF:H: Orrlcr! That has been 
"·'l i.d n doz:<n tiinc~. 

};[r. }lilY: It ma:.- h"'c bcPil. lmt I think 
t.lF' ~t·1tr:m('nt if' itnportant. l-Ion. n1r>mb, rs 
oppoPit.f' do not like these stat0n1ents, but 
th0 pPop]p arc 1ookinf!: for ecouon1y rnJ<d 
n•trenchrne11t in thP GoYcnFnPnt ranks, and, 
if '"" P'JS' this Bill, we shall lw O]Jposing 
the \\'ill of tlrP. neoplc. I 'annot sit ,t.jJl 
in the IIousc nncl givP a ~ilcnt vote on the 
qupstion. T shall support the arncndrncnt~ 
lwcausc I think the third reading of tho 
Bill · honld be deferred for six months. 

:vir. TTARTLEY (Pi.''tO!I): I cannot allow 
thi" an1cndn1ent to go without saying :30!Yli?
thin~ on 1t. I intc>nd to support thE' third 
n•ading- of the Bill, bi'causf' I think that if 
Wl' had had a sharper and better control of 
th(• GoYcrnmrnt. deparbnent~ prC'\~ioud.-- ·we 
rnight not hn..,-c come to the e are 
in Lto-..da:·. Tbat, of conr~e, not (nt1rcly 
'Cc.onnt for the prr-scnt condition. I h --;·o 
noticed that hon. members on the other 'ide 
haYC appealed to the workPTS outf'idf' in 
relation to th0 n~h·rnch:ment policy. 'shich 
has b0cn :;::nggcsted by the new~.~-Janers, and 
I vvant to a~surc tho~e hon. rrw1nbers that 

Mr. llartley.] 
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I :_tt;l thoroug-hly capaLle 
the irr'<:ce.~t which the 
to ~-tfcgu:~rd in tl1is 
lnt ly opposed to a 
if ]t is rw1 ,isteri -in, 
llCCO·'"C_l'V for luC' t ' LO 

and ask., for instructiOns 
Ir is the dutY of the 
tL:~t th0 rc;p{~1g of the 
Phllp dclcgati8ll doe.:; not 
vvnrker~. 

The SPEAKER: Oidc,· ! 

polic.;:. and, 
ab J1utL'lv 

nt ,- elector t'e 
n1y- supporters. 

to f~CC 

of 
fall upon 

I\!r. I-IAl{TLEY: IIacl the position in 
tion to loan n1cne-·\ been different fn)nl 

i-3 at the lH'( · ellt tinH\ there 1vould h rro 
no opr::O ition to the 1,ayn1ent of ihis 

p-Lrticular ~IinistPr or any other :\I1n;si''r 
:\lr. J. H. C:. HoBEHTS: Oh, y·.s; I am 

against it. 
l\lr. HARTLEY: The hon. member-per

haps. Jikr tho Irishnlall-IYould ahvays be 
against anythiug introdurcJ by this Govorn
n1errt. Hon. n1e1nbrrs opposite can be quit" 
content, and t.h·~' V\'orkcrs outside can be quite 
-conif'nt., that their dr stinies are safer in the 
hnHds of HH'lnhers on thjs side of tho l-Iouse 
tbau thPv \Ynuld be in tlJe hanLh of rnt:rr1bers 
of the 0)1position. 

T\Ir. -V0V\7"LES: I thinl{ the tha11k~ of the 
.lJou~e arc due to the hon. n1o1nbcr for 
Fit:::roy· for offering his puhlic arjology for 
the re>sitinr; be has take:1 up jn this InattC'l'. 

SPE_\.KER: Order! Th., hou. 
n1 rnnst speak to the umondnH'nt. 

.\lr. \:'(J"Y\~LES: I m going to wh \r 
t1 1 r third reading of this Di1l b'P 
D.ufcrrcd. '\V·e arc tn bo ask0d trJ doc1 l with 
a Eleasurc ~,hi eh ill prov~dc thn Govern
ment "'".·ith sufficient loan moneY, ~o the>-.· 
tell us. If the:.· arc going to get t.h;1t Inollt)~, 
and th0y tell us that the bulk of the 
w;ll be voluntarilv snbscribec1. thC'n thcrP 
no rea:;:on ,vhy ~.':e should not defer th1·.:; 
Bill until wo · know what the position is 
with regard to sub,criptions to thn loan. I 

not think that hon. 1nen1bcrs oppo;:-;itc 
too cornfortab1e \Yith reg-ard to the 

po:3ition \vhich has arisen. Thcv a{hnit that 
Queensland haf' LcPn brought. 1-o a cPrtain 
position, and it has taken thern fivt:~ ,and 
a-half years to realise that another Minister 
should be appointed to enable them to 
retrieve the previous position of the State. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. VOWLES: It would be very wise I 
think, to postpone the third reading of this 
Bill. I do not know whether the workers 
in my own electorate, whether they be tem
porary or permanent hands, are to suffer 
under retrenchment. 

Mr. BRE>;!\AK: You said you could provide 
for 3,000. 

Mr. VOWLES: Whore ·did I say that? 
Mr. BRENNAN: At Chinchilla. 

Mr. VOWLES: I do not remember mak
ing any Sl.Jch statement. "Whatever party 
may be in power, if I do not stand up in 
my position as leader of the Opposition and 
point out that, while the Government were 
retrenching men and taking from them their 
means of likelihood, the.v arc spending the 
public money in other directions, I would 
not be doing my duty to the elentors I 
represent. I support the amendment. 

Mr. ::V10RGAN (Murilla) : I think it is a 
fair thing to postpone the appointment of 
another Minister for a furth "1' c-ix months. 

[Nr. Hartley. 

Ir: not- lmrt the n1E:·Inbers of 
t ht• to continue do tho \vork thev 

for another ~·ix rnonths. '\Ye havO 
thnt, jp urdcr to provide the 

~~ala1·y for an :1.d 1!tional };fini·'t2r, ··we should 
onlv hav0 to increase his nrt''3cnt salarv from 
£:;··.o to £1,000. - " 

The SPEAKER : Order! The hen. mem
brr is no\v indulging i!1 tedious rPpetition 
of 2-l',_ULlcnts Thi: h have b;en u~ed by 
other hon. members. 

Mr. ::\-IORG.\N: \Yell, I was not present 
"'.'>hen other horL n1e1nbers used that argu
L;·.nt. and I think I have a right to deliver 
rr(v OY'11 speech in :my own way. 

The SPEAKER: Ord"r! The hon. mem
brr must ::peak to the amendment. 

J\fr1 l\IORGAN: I _,-ish to call attention 
to the fact that on nunwrous occasions I 
havP a~ked 1vhut ~.vas the amount paid for 
tlw Pxp<'mcs of CabinPt J\1inistors for the 
year imdin~;· on t:1e 30th June, 1920. The 
nn .. wer I rcc·.iYPd, when I first asked the 
question, was that I should put the que,tion 
in <-1.11oth0r '' L}\ and it \YU~l suggested that if 
I '"'ked what 'Fas the amount paid for the 
0xp0nses of Cabinet :i'viinisters during the 
last ,-cur the Liberal Go,-ernment were in 
po1vol~, as ,, ll as for the expenses of Minis· 
tr~rs '' l: 1 2.n: mP1nbcrs of the present Govern
ment, I would be given the information. I 
ha vc a:: ked that question on six different 
ccea~ions, and I am going to obtain that 
lnfnnnation. I \Vant to knu\V ·what each 
ir,di,-idual J\finistcr has drawn independent 
of his salar_;. and I have a right to get 
that information. The country has a right 
to know, and the I-Iousr. has a rj~ht to knov .. 
I am sent here for the purpose of disclosing 
t!w whole of the expenditure in connection 
with public funds. On every occasion the 
Premier hae 3helved my question. Six 
time- last session I asked one question, and 
on each occasion the Minister gave me a 
false reply. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

::vir. :010RG..\)-J: On the Ja~t nrcnsion c0r
tain information was 1nadc available, but I 
ac:k.·d a q;H .tion rr fe\v d .. 1y.-; ago, and I \vas. 
told the ~arne as I waB told last year. 

The SPRAKER: Ord0r ~ 'Ilv~ hon. meln
h_,r rnust keep to tho amendment. 

IVIr. lVIOHGAX: I am cJ11iming that it is 
owing to the 0xponses of 11inisters that vre 
arn obje-cting to tho creation of a now 
Minister. 1 am claiming that it ie not a 
rnattrr of salur:v only. We are obj0cting to 
i he creation of a now l\linistor owing to the 
fart that additional Pxpendituro 1vi1l be 
lrcurre{1 ln trav-elling cxpmlS('IS., and 
havo a right to knov;r what a1nount 
::Vlinistcr has n;celvcd. In fact, had n1v 
qu(":"tiou b"en replied to, aud \Ye \Yore told 
H Cl. a111ount of trav0lling expenses- drawn by 
tho ~'vTiuisters during a particular period, 
thoro mid1t not haYo boon tho same objec
tion. We arc not objecting tD thi' Bill 
simply hecauee it means a differonc.- of £500 
~, Y()ar; \vr- arf' objecti11g principally beranse 
it 'will m0an additional traye]ling c ZJ1f-1 nses, 
which will probnbl;y amount to £2.000 or 
£3.000 a year. ~L\gain I claim l\1inister~, are 
not justified in passing this Bill. Just fancy 
great, big. strong men complaining about the 
work thev have to do! It is the "go slow" 
policy, as everybody knows. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
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1\Ir. ::'llORGA:\: It is ricli. ulm1' to sav that 
IVIini::.tcr:'i \Yant f'Xtra hl'lp. Th(1 Y ha1:,.:-o not 
~mffcred frotu a 11C'rYons breakdown, so far 
a~ we kr:o\L 

Thr SPK\KEI{ : Order ! 

=,rr_ ::'IIORGAC\: I think the haYe .t 

rigbt to kna1v these ttnngs. us pay for 
\York done. Soi:li""' hon. l11crn1Y'l'S Of.~_losito 
h:::.ve not e;ot jn>St ·what they i(_lc·~irc, and 
they \\ant to creat· a further position. ju•.t 
the ,qn1e as thcv rL't'att>d thf' Public \Yorks 
Counnission. It~ has been sho1Yn that that 
particnlar Cotnnli:?-slon has re(>Jn1n1endec1 
expenditure an1ountiPg to £6.000)000. 

The SPEAKER : OrJ0r ! Order : 

J\Ir. MORGA:"\: As far as that is con
cerned, that ag:1in iB one of the objectiou~ 
we have raised. \Ve a:e objecting to the 
appoinbncnt of a ncv.- l\Iinistcr 0" iHg to thP 
fact that \YP have a Public \Yorks Comwis
sion "-hich is creating cxp.enditure-expendi--
t·"EG \vbid1 is and not .·:alTanted. 
There art~ rncn over Queensland who 
\\"(nlcl b0 Oldy too plea c,cd to receive 'he 
.£:nwnnt of n1onc'y that is going to be 
expended on a. new :\finist.er. ~y A .have 
scho0l huiJ.cllngs all oYrr Queensland \Yhirh 
have bPen condernned by the de~;arbnent a:"; 
being unhealthy and not safe for the children 
to occupy. Schools in rny electoratr• haYP 
been conde1nned, and yet "''-c arc going to 
ereah~ a ncn departrncnt of cxpnnditurc. 
V\t..,.hy not spend that monPy in putting ~on1e 
o£ thP ~,_ hooh in my electorate on a safe 
founclatir>n and in ;i lw0lthv condition for 
the children? under the Sheare,·s and Suga,. 
'>Vorkers Accommodation Acts people would 
be prJsecuted if they herded the ,hearers in 
that manner. 

Tb _ SPEAK ET{: Or.lcr' The hon. mem
ber rnav 11ot d< al with tho~(~ 1natters on the 
amendment. 

::'111-. ~.IORGA:\": I am claiming: tlnt thi.s 
mnttel' is rc!cv0nt. 

The SPH~AKER: Order~ Ord0r! If rh8 
hon. member will not obey my call to order. 
I will compel him to discontinuE> his spr -c[,_ 
The hon. member was not in the ChamhH· 
1vhen I pointed out that this matter 1vas Yt_'l';.' 
fully discussed on the ::-;ccond reading 1i~-:-~~P 
of the Bill, and it is almost imposeibln to 
sa: anything th""t has not already been sai:l. 
I wish to inform the hon. member that I do 
11ot intend to allow tedious repetition. 

l\lr. MORGAN: It is a case of l•cin'i 
gagged. not 1>7 the Premier. but by the 
Speaker. 

The SPRAJ<ER: Order : I n1ust ask l h(' 
hon. mcn1ber to 1vith\draw that r~,n1ark 
\Yi1l the hon. n1ctnbcr withdra\Y? 

GovERNMENT MniBERS: Withdraw! \Vith
draw ~ 

~vir. ::'lfOH.GA:\": I withdraw. but I intend 
to ~ o on lvith rny speech. 

The SPEAICER: The hon. 1nemher v;ill 
go 011 if I allow hi1n to do so. 

2\lr. :YIORGA:'\: It seems to be u pccu!i,u· 
.no~itjo1l to h0 in. 

The SPRAKRR: 'The hrm. member was 
net her<• in- the early part of this debate. 
ar.·1 n1ay not know that he is indu1gint:r in 
tedious r0pctition. 

J'.l1·. ::'IIOHGA:\: l'IJ,,. electors sent me here 
to look after their interests, and I 1nust 
exprr· rny v1cvvs. 

The SPE~\I(J'";:H.: Order! T~1n L n:. ··1eLl· 

her ·· jll haye ~n1plr: cpportnnit~c 
ing bis Y-it. and he c~·lnlOt: 
sr)'c[!_kcr jf lut·, been absent 
Chamber. 

~Jr. 1\IORG \~ 
the r~ 1"011 "' 1 bY 

t] ,. 

~orno 

~·1okr and 
repeated certain argument~,_ __ ~ 

The TRE\~, [·::RH: You \Yrrc uot lll tlJO 
CL 1rnb0r. 

l.Jr. :JIORGAX: T \Yas nerforn:1ng c'"·rtain 
dutiPs that son1e )iini~tf'r o~ the f1~·own 
should haYe been per£orrning. I \Ya.s doing 
mY r1utv to the conntrv. 

i\Jr. Por.LOCK : The• s~conrl reading dc~1· ctte 
(lid rnr take pl2c0. this afternoon. 

::'llr. =,IORG~"I.l'\: At any rat''· I onpo'o the 
i hird rea diner of th16 Bi!l, and I [~ ·11 golng 
to oppo .p it bright through. \Yhile \Y:~ have 
nwn \Yalkir~g the streets \Yho haYC' not suffi-
cient to buY food foT th"ir children, 
-..re arC' to C·reat6 a nC'\Y position in 
o1·d(\r to prnYiclc' further 0mnhnnen1·~ and 
further nriYil(~gcs to one n1enllwr of the 
l11'escnt Govenunent vvho i~ already r'3cBiv
jqu ,, Yf'1'\' fair rPil1UnC'ra<-Ion :·t tt._• v~ork 
};pc- i:;; doin.g-. 

l\Ir. SIZER (~',~unrlah): Then~ hav<.· been 
two questions l"rtised ,:luri.ng ~his dehate 
1Yh1cll g~yc· 1-:.s an1ple JU6tlftcnnnn for ~he 
attitude- \Yf' ha \·e taken up. One q nec;tlon 
"'\Y~ts nti--::d b·- \11e hon. rncmhcr for Fitzroy
a YC';'Y 1 'Jgir~J.] obj0dion--- -..vhcn ~10 said that 
the Go\~~~rnn1ent -..-·.-f're ( onte1nplahng retrench
rnrnt, er th;-1t rctr, 1W1Jn:ent -...vas C'Olning Dll, 
and if it continues he -would bn cmnpclled to 
go back to his C'lcctors--

Th0 SPK\ KRR: Order! I calkd the 
hon. ;11cmber to order for pursuing that line. 

-:\Ir. SIZEH : It i,; a verc· losin I rcas~n 
whY the Rill should be postponed for s1x 
moDthf.;, as that -...votdd give rnornlle\s oppDsi~e 
another npport.unity of consulting the1r 
electors to see whether or not they are 
favourable to this proposal. 

1\fr. HARTLEY: I eaid I was favourable to 
this propo,al, but I w!!s not fayourable to 
retr0nchm011t. 

~Jr. RTZER: It j~ ratber n jY"C'n1iar poBi
t ion-rr1;r:ost ;; paraclox-·to ~a~· you ar0. in 
fovour of retrenchment and at the same ttme 
d(,·~lrc t·) in1~lll' fnrthPr unnec0s~ar:v expcndi
tnrf'. SeYE'nll hon. n1cmbers oppn:itc must 
be in the "amc position as that of the hon. 
illPlYllwr for Fitzrov. and ~ix rnnnths' ~,.race 
1,Youl(1- giYc th0n1 a'mplc oppDrtunity to con
sult theiY l'lPrtor-s Jnd see -..-dwther or not 
thcv are fayonrnb]~ to the proposaL ThP
oth,cr noint raisc·cl. ,,,·hich shrmld he well 
runsl,;t:~(d. \Yas t}nt. hem. n1en1b- rs on this 
-=-idc of the 1-Ic,nse hnse not born a.ble to get 
inforrnation fron1 exl-=-ting· -~~Iini;;;tr·r3. and I 
haYP 11( \'Cl', et h(ard lt ~aid in th1.:; Chamber 
that t]w · f111Pstion~ "-hich have lwen ··skcd 
1): this ~irlP hnYf' been improper qnE'<tions. 

,. Hon .. J. H. CoYKE: Some of them were so 
improper tlnt the Speaker had to rule them 
out. 

'\1r. SIZER : The Speaker has · lhwcd the 
questions asked by the hon. m"rnbur for 
l\lnrilln on no le~~ than SIX ocrr~lOY..s, and 
I hay(' sufficient conf-lrlenrc in the :?-peaker 
to 6av that -~-vhatevcr he allo\vs tn go thrnugh 
is a "legitimate qm'stion. \Ve haYc Lad no 

Mr. 8i"er.J 
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information in reply to those questions, and 
we arc not jmtif,ed in passing a Bill which 
will create another :Minister when present 
Ministers rcfnse to giYe us infornu1.tion. VVe 
would be :·hirking our responBihilities if we 
allo\YC'd this prDCt'dure to corttinue without 
protest, bearing in n1incl that \\TC ha.Ye no 
gnorantr(• that \Yt~ nrc going to g·0t n1ore 
consideration tlw pubJic is going to 
grt a b~:-tn' C\~(_'n jf the,_ hc]e of thP 
DJ0m br r.3 cu thE:' CoYernrurnt side \\Tei'C' 

cn'a1l·d ~Tini~ter~. Probably there 1night be 
~~C!Ylt' ju~tif-ication for thic: pro-

f4.30 p.n,.J if the GoYernment were 
sho,.·· th0ir Ginc._~ri tv bY delet

,cxpcnditurc on the Public· iVorks 

'rh<' SPI~c\KER: Onlcr! 

l\1r. SIZEil: It is qnit(' obYions that the 
GovPJ'Emr·IJt cannot carr~· ont tlH' proposals 
that h::n7 c b(·C-:1 subrnitted tn the Con1n1js:sion, 
and, therPfore. it is u:;;.c]e;;,F to c~x:::un!!18 further 
pruposni~. The arrwnnt of nwrH'V -.;Yhich thev 
have cxepPudcd on the Publir \rorks Con~
mi8e.!on--

The SPK'.KER: Order! 

Mr. SI%ER: Conld be ckl0ted. It could 
to 1ny 1nind. Le postpon0d. and thr> moneY 
devol<'c! to payin5 t.he extra ~Minister. The 
a~nrndn1C'11t \Yill giYc thP Govern~1ent time 
to co~13id0r ,and discuss the question in all 
its phaoes, taking into consideration the 
rctrP11chrm •;t, the diflicnltv of getting money 
and the fact tllat the morwy now devoted i:~ 
a usclc--~ PulJ1il: \Yorks Con~1ni~sion could be 
savc'd, 8nd a bc•ttcr l)roposal ( Juld llo brought 
furwn~. ~ 

Ques<-ion-That the 'Yords prono,;ed to bo 
omitted (Jlr. Cor.~, r's orh• ndmrnt.) stand part 
of the ff~le~tion-put: and the House 
divi,dr-d :-

Mr. Barber 
,, Bn·nnan 

Buleock 
Collins 
Conroy 
Cooper, F. A. 
Coow'r, \V. 
Coyne 
nRsh 
F('rrickR 
Fihelly 
Folev 
Forrie 
Oil day 
Gi1lies 
Gledston 
llartley 
Huxham 

Tellers: Mr. 

Mr. Appel 
, Brbbington 
, Brand 
, Cattermull 
,, Clayton 
,, Cor.-:Pr 
,, floste11o 
., llf'fl('OD 

, E{h""nnls 
Rlnhinstone 
FJdch0-r 

1• Fry 
, Grren 
, Jonf's 

AYES, 35. 

l\'Ir. Kinvan 
, Land 

Larcombe 
, }1 cCormack 
, 'IIullan 
,, Payno 
, Pease 
., Prtt•rson 

Pollock 
.. Riordan 

P.:Y<lll 

, Sffiith 
Stopford 

,, Thcodore 
., 'Veir 
, Wrllin~Tton 
.. \.VinstanlPy 

Pease and Mr. Riordan. 

NOES, 28. 

~fr. Kerr 
, Kjn.z 
,, )InxwPll 

M 0ore 
)Ior[!an 

.. Xott' 
Frtrie 

, Tiolwrts, .T. H. C. 
, Roberts, rr. R. 
, Sizer 
,, .Slvaync 
., Taylor 
.. \owlPs 
., Warren 

Tell• i' '\fr. Bebbington and ~fr. Brand. 
Rc<olvccl ~;n the affirrnatiYe. 

fMr. Siztr. 

Question-That the l3ill be now read a 
third tinw (J:lr. JiulTan's motion)-put; and 
the House di,-ided :-

Ayes, 35. 
::\oes, 28. 

Rcsoh·cd in tl1c affirn1atiYe. 
Tht~ diYision li;;,ts -wero identical with tho~G 
i11 the prcviuus division. 

Thn Bill wa~ ordered to bo transmitted to 
the LPgislative Council for tlwir concurrence 
b:v nw:oosagc in the u~ual fonn. 

CO:\'TROL OF AIR ~\'A VIGATIOI\ BILL. 

I'-'ITIAno::-;- IN Cm!MIITEE~ 

(Jir. Smith, Jiacla:;, in the chair.) 

The PHEI\IIER !noYLd-

" That it is dc~irable that a Bill be 
introduced to refer to the Pariiament 
of the Cormnonwcaith the control of air 
na,~jgatlon and for purposes connected 
thf'n-_. 1.:ith.'' 

:\Ir. T. R ROBERTS: This i' a new phase 
of Jt~gislation. I understand tho CmnJnon
wcalth ha,·e paswd the Bill, and tlnt the 
PrenJicrs of the various States have agrt?'~d 
to lake ti1P matter into consideration. If 
I ruHl ari"ht thPv haYe comrniited the 
Yarious Stat~s to th~, passing of the n1casure. 
1 UlldPrstand the Bill will be uuiform in all 
the State,, I ha Ye been trving to see the 
position as it appeared in the d. is: nssion in 
the Federal I--Ious0. There i~ one very 
good phase-that it will not iotcrfcro \Yith 
tlw ri~·hts of the States. The fact that thev 
are going to recogni'::O th8 principlo of 
prcf0rcncc to returned soldiers is a very 
g·oo.c! feeturc. I would like to know if the 
Bill is to be the same as that introduced 
into the Federal House, and whether it will 
lw uniform with that introduced in New 
South Wales? 

Tho PRE:li!BR: Ex:1ctlv. 

Mr. FRY: There are three prinoipal 
points, and one n1ore or less indjffcrent, con
nected with this measure. The f1rst three 
arP the commercial aspe0t, the defence aspect, 
and the pleasure aspect: and the fourth is 
the political aspect. As far as the commercial 
~~spPrt is conc0rned, ~aviation has not 
deYeloped far enough for us to value the 
inYention to its fullest extent, bnt we are 
in hopu that it w·ill minimise the co .. t. of 
transit and open up avenues which are not 
known to us now· of doing trc1de with Yarious 
na.rts of Australia. The value of aviation 
for defence has been proved bevond doubt 
hv the recent world war, and there is no 
doubt that, were Australia to be engaged in 
a war again, aviation would play a very 
great nart in the dirPction of defence. The 
pleasu,:e aspect will depend upon the efficiency 
of machines. which has been proved by their 
use in the commercial atmosphere a" well as 
in ddence. It appears to me that the eo m• 
mercial and pleasure aspects arc linked up 
with the defence of the countrv. I think that 
the Commonwealth Governni.cnt would be 
the onlv Government who could ,efficiently 
handle aviation. for there will be drawn from 
the brains of the citizens of Anstralia many 
improvements and inventions to increase tho 
efficiencv of machines and make them of 
general" use to the public, and those innm· 
tions could not be fostered unless aviation 
were under the control of a cc;ntral adminis· 
tration. So it might eventually affect the 
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whoL' of Australia. It certainly does not 
afiPct ii'dividunl' at tlw present time. Being 
such an i1nponnnt adjunct to our trans
port, l think this Hou~,e is doing a. \Vise thil!g 
for Australia. and for Queensland in parti
cular, in ]w,ndin[.~ oYer the adm.inistration of 

air service to the Federal GoYcrnment. 
fur t}~e political a~nect, we haYe ha.d 

c·::;:periments -rnade bv the Pr~.::rnicrs of ::\cw 
Soltth \Y n [( ~ and Qu~ecnsland, and, as _far as 
wo :'an St'C, they we1·o both disastrous. I 
b·nst that cycntualh~ aYiation wi1l be so inl
portcut as to C'Ollfpf Lcrwftts upon the \Yhole 
of Australia. 

T_.:\YLOR: I :nn ~LU'O we are all 
to notice the introduction of 

n!C'a -m·c. Anvono must feel that the 
.so .far as the State 

to take a 
in nJl Jnattcrs connected 
t!llVunc ( lsts hi3 1nind ba('k t\vcntv or thirh' 

· ago to the days hc_>n a b~lllnoa use{l 
Hon.+ in tllf' air occasionalJ:v by \Yay of 

Pxhibition in the large cities of Au.,.._ralia, 
and then realise tl10 development i:hat has 
tnkr>n place during the la~t ten ycars--nrnc
tic,ally in the last six years-in regard to 
a0ronautic::<, h0 1nust b.,-. conYinred that 1 in 
the future, 8ir 1~ going to play a ,,-~'r~v 1~:npor
t ·ut, part in the transport of mails ·md 
passengers. Durin~ the last fiye or six years 
1ve haYc se0n the ''"onderful narr that af'rCl
nautin have played in mode,:n warfare. Of 
C'OUf", , \OH' a]l hope that nut of the pl'C~"nt 
meeting o£ the League of Xations war will 
h0 nracticallY eliminated in the future: bat, 
notwithstanding that \Ve haYe that hope. 
if \H' ,-..·i"h to oli1ninate it. we must be prc-
pan rl '\ ith nd('(}nate of d(:fenc-c in 
ordrr to ('ll force the \Yhich an 
L~_ ag110 of -::\ ations rnaY en me tn. So far 
c~s thls Bill is conrPl'ned. v\TP all rccua;ni': -~ 
1 hnt it is a 1natter thnt 1nu~t be p::n ti'C·a1l~· 
ur:d0T' Frdpral controL \Ve l1aY0 t.o SC'f', 
ns far s wt pos:;;ibl~T {'an. tlwt suitable 
1andinv, plilrPs arf' proYided. ·and that • Yery
t.hing- po <;.ib1e is dnno in order that aYiation 
n1ay be fl·r1Yancerl and that tl'aV~'1ling in the 
air js rnadP as Pafp as it can bt~ ntadP. I 
c1rr1 snre that on both sides of th0 }louse 
thf' Bjll will receiv-e practic~ ll:,T un:-.ninlGUS 
support. 

Mr. GREF,N (7'o1t'nsvi11c): I feel sur0 that 
hon. memb~rs of this Assemblv will bn 
plcasf!d to see that \Ve have begun~ to realise 
the importance of an aerial ·•ervice. Parti
cular!:: will this be so in the, out!.ving por
tions of this great Commonwealth; parti
cularly. too. to the outside portions of this 
State of Queensland. Wo all know that in 
1 in1P~ gone by, cnving so1netin1es to jndustrlal 
troubles and sometimes to other canees, the 
outlying parts of the State hav" been cut off 
from communication with the South; and ;t 
is indeed pleasing to eee that aerial transit 
has come to etav. I have no hesitation in 
saying that in t:he future, not only fron1 a 
national and a protective standpoint. l>:rt 
also fron1 a con1mercial and a business stand
pcir,t. "·c shall fincl that aeronautics will play 
an irnportant pnrt in the development. of our 
territory and in tl1c carl'ying on of business 
in this State of Queensland. It is indeed 
~-ratifying to know that control is to be 
handed over to the CommomY<'alth anthori· 
tit•5l, lH'J:ause there is no anthorit:v t}-,at con~cl 
{'ontrnl aPronautir'l better. Partiruluri\7 is 
iltat '0 when \YC realise that. from ., the 
rkfenec• point of Yiew. it is absolutdv 
c.,sontia 1 that Queensland should bo prc; 

tcdc-d. \Ye know from the experience of the 
~Tear "·ar ihat aeronautic.s \Yill play a very 
rmportant part in tho protection of tho 
coast line. and in the nrotection of Onecns
lancl as a whole, frmn lnYasion by a foreign 

It will matcriallv assist our navv in 
at bay the n~YY of any hoStile 

The aerial serYire will be, in rcalitv. 
e~ cs of the n<:tYy. I arn glad that tl~c 

Conli!10l1\YOrtlth GoYernrncnt haYP realised 
t1w g.rPJt irnportance of thi."', bceause I take: 
ir thar this Dill is i11troduced as the outf'on1e 
of conf(·rence bctw<'eu the Prcrn · r·rs of the~ 

Statf·s anc~ tlw Couunon\Yca!~h 
~_\_pparf~ntl:,~, thr~ Con1n1onv: alth 

rcaJi,e the i1nport~tnce this 
n1ntt.(l', and ,xant to haYe control of air 
from the defence a2pect, a': well as from the 
eoin~nf'rc1al point o£ YiC\Y, vvhiist at the san1o 
tiHH'! c_!.c;c;irf' to sco that the liYcs o£ 
thn."c aerial n1cans of transport are 

The Gm·ernmcnt arc to be 
for dealiug with the question in 

~neh a \'.a~~ a." this and for rf'alisinu rbc 
urgf·nc·· of at oncP hnndin~:t oyr·r full c~:ntrol 
to the Com;non\Yt1 alth G~YerntnPnt. I feel 
'Lire that all sections of the House will 
'"fiilOrt the BilL 

:\lr. BEDBI;'\GTO:'\: I would iust like to 
say a \YOrd or two On the great expectations 
resulting from the development of the aero
pla>H'. There arc places in Queensland 
where people ha Ye to dri Ye fully 40 miles to 
get rh,?ir lllaiJs. 

:\Ir. CosTELLO : Onl" 40 miles? It is easily 
fJ'( n that you live ins.ide. 

:\lr. BEBBI:'\GTO::\i: \Yell, that is inside. 
There arc places on the Dawson River~ wbiC'h 
;, inside, where thcv have to travel ~() 

for their rnail~. The general use of 
«e:ol;lanc, the telephone, and the motor· 

<'ar \\ill nracticalh- annihilate distance. 
Tht rP nre ~gTt lt po~sibilitics in connection 
with the aerial e:onYC~7 ance of the 11arcols 
i'o~t aud n1ails, and nlar-t-:>s that are 11ow far 
rcn1ole \Yill be brou~ght within n1ca-:-:urabio 
di8tancc of ciYilisation. I think it is a 
good thing that the Bill has been brought 
for•--ard. c;nd I have much pleasure in 
~UPllOrting it. 

;\lr. KERR (Enoug.- ra): This Bill 1s a 
YNY important one, but at this initial stage 
I do not want to Sf1Y very much about it. I 
ant not altogether 1n fa;;our of the control of 
thf' air L1,·ing handed oyer to the CominQn
Wt1alth. Tlwrc is on]y one point of view 
,\.}ljrh appeals to n1e as a reason for ;;esting 
the control of the air in the Commonwealth
I rc:,,r to the question of defence. If that 
were the only thing I would not hesitate 
about giYing the Comn10l1\Ycaith control; 
but there are very good reasons why we 
should look upon the air as ours in exactly 
the same way as we look upon the land as 
ours. \Ye propose to carry on industries by 
1neans of airships or aeroplanes. \Ve pro~ 
pos0 to carry passengers as \VO carry then1 in 
our railway trains. That is purely a Queens
land matter. You might as well say that 
you woul<l h<tnd over the control of vour 
rnain roads on tho surface of the earth to the 
Con1n1ol1\YCalih as hand ove1~ your 1nain 
roads in the air to the Commonwealth. In 
Franc 2, during the \Y.ll' 1 the air 1vas n1app1 cl 
out in exactly the san1e way as the ground. 
If an acroplnne IYas going over to bon1b a. 
cf'rtain po.;;.ition. there -..Yas a route n1ark12d 
for tlu1t aeroplane to take. If a tank was 
gain:; over to bomb a position, the route £or 

M1'. Kerr] 
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th tank Y as def,ncd. \Yhether from th•; 
conltllf"l'Cial n~pP{'t or the pleasure asp0rt, I 
think we should ha,-e the whole thing within 
our o1Yn routrol. aud, if necessary. hand oYer 
.any nir rout·_,,_, that \YC 111ight deCide upon to 
tho Con11non\vealth for defence purposes. I 
trn~t that thf' GoYcrrnncnt haYe cm~~m1ted the 
A~ro Club in Brisbane upon this matter. 
That certainly should be done. as thi~ is a 
Ye:ty j n1portant n1eanue. 

QnL:'tion p11t and pa,c-cd. 

The Hon::d rcsu1ncd. The CILi.IR:'-IA::i 
reported the resolution. which \Yas agreed to. 

Fn-t31' READIKG. 

The Bill w>·'' read a first time, and the 
;'3t:cond reading n1adc nn Ord()r of the Day 
for ~Tor:day next. 

U"AL ACTHOiHTlE;3 ACTS Ai:IIE:\"D
:l-IE]',"T BILL. 

IxrTL\TJOK rx CmnnnEE. 

(.'fr. Smith, Mackay, in the chair.) 

ThP HO::\IE SECRETARY, in moving-

" That it is d0 .. irable that a Bill be 
introduced to amond the Local Autho
r;ti0s Acts, 1902-1917, in certain par
t icn!ars"~ 

said: I di~J not give n1uch infonnation at the 
introdnctOl'Y stage, bPco.use I an1 of opinion 
that. if i_ formation is given or required by 
the Oppcsition, it is n1o ,t unfair to discuss 
thar 1nfonnntion at the initiatory stage. Pre
viou~ ::\Iinisterf i11cluding tho present leader 
of tiw ~ationalist part0 , always refused to 
g·ive jnforrnation at that stage. A complaint 
"'1s n1ade ye::-;t0rclay ·which I \vill reply to 
now. I looked up vesterda .. \· the report of 
the introduction of soveral rncasures bv the 
late rrreasuror, th" hon. TI181nber for Bulinlba, 
and on every occ, si on he simply read the 
rpc.,olution socking leave to introduce, and 
then sat down. In Bills like the Industrial 
Pcnc0 Dill and the Co-operatiYe Sugar 
W or:<S Bill he did not Lxplain the measures 
at all. At this ~tagc I will ;;ive the House, 
as bricfiy as possible, the content,, of the 
BilL Of cours'', the second reading is the 
correct stage at which the principles con
tainPd in the Bill should be discussed at 
length. 

The proposal is to extend the franchise 
and to, in effect, adopt the electoral rolls 
for the purpose of cle~ting representatives to 
locd authorities and shire councils through
cut Queensland. 

GovER!OIENT i\1E1IBERS: Hear, hear! 

The HOME SECRETARY: h is a ver:v 
important departure, and I do not propose 
to discuH at this stage the merits or 
demerits of the case, a- I would be out of 
order; but I shall have something to say 
on the second reading of the Bill. It is 
also proposed to elect the mayor and the 
chairman of the shire couneil bv the vote 
of the electors within the area. , This is a 
departure also. The mayor, or the chair
man, as th·' case may be, >vill not. be a 
member of the Council-he will be a mem
ber of the Council, really. but he will be 
elected separately from the aldermen or 
councillors. It is propose,d to have trirmnial 
elections. Instearl of the present system of 
elf ting members each year-one-third of 
them-it is propose-d to have all the elections 
at one time. All the members of the council 
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and the ma"or arc to be elected on a elate to 
be fixed-the Bill pr0.-idcs wl1''n ir shall 
bc-aud hall hold ofric.o during three years. 

l\Ir. T. R. ROBERTS: The mayor for three 
years, too? 

The I-IO::VIE SECRETARY: The n1ayor ~or 
thrc; y,'ars. Pro-rision is aho 1nade--wl11ch 
I, \Yill ~deal \Yith ol!- the second reading-in 
tne casu of vucanc.!.es. 

An 3-IoKOFR.\BLE i'Y1E~IBER: Does the whole 
of the council go cut? 

The HO.i\IE SECRETARY: The whole of 
the council goe.s out. It is propo,ed to hold 
tho ordinarv elections in March of each 
ye:n, and thQ day for the elections will be 
un " Saturdilv between tho 1st and 21st of 
the :month. T.he returning officer (an fix any 
Snturcl:Jv lwtwe•'n thaw ·days which will be 
suitable;· to his local authority. All the elec
cior" need not be hold on one day. It will 
b'· within tho prm·iuce of the different 
councils to have their elections at different 
times; but they must b~e held "-ithin the first 
twentv-one davs in March. It IS proposed 
to extend the' life of the present councils 
unti1 Jl.!ly, 1921, so that time will be giv~m 
to prepare the rolls. \Ve Rropose to ass1st 
t" e conncils in the preparatwn of rolls. In 
dr;aling with the rolls, we propose to close 
i he roll::i, r~ay, three months pr1or to the 
,,lu ~ion. 'The rolls to be used Ill the annual 
election will be rolls up to thE> 31st December 
preceding i\Iarch, when the triennial elec
t ions take place. 

An OPPOSITION 1V1EMBER: The State rolls 
pn'p<li'ed for each doctorate'? 

The HO:YIE SECRETARY: Ye''; those 
rolls will be prepared from the State elec
toral rolls, but there will be no supplementary 
rolls. In future, the names on the roll on 
the 31st December >vi!l be the qualified 
electors :or the el0ctions which take place 
in l\larch of the following ~N:ar. 

i\fr. l\1AxwELL: The electoral roll to be the 
basis? 

The HOME SECRETARY: The. rolls will 
be comniled. I think this informatiOn should 
bee given at this stage. I do not want to 
discuss the merits or -demerits of any of 
these things, becaUSE) we will hav? the ~econd 
rt .. tding and Committee stagos. 1n v.:hiCh to 
deal with different questions wh~ch vnll.co.me 
before us. The local authorities ex1stm_g 
to-dav will continue to hold o_ffice unt1l 
July: for the purpo,.e of 0nablmg us to 
corrJ.plr,to the rolls, and to ~ave C?llr elec
tions in July, . and the rolls wJt: close 
thre-e months prwr to the date of t,,e clf){)
tions in July, recognising the three months' 
residential qualification. 

An 0PPOSJTIO:<r MEMBER: ·will you alter the 
age of the elector? 

The HOME SECRETARY: i\o; we work 
under the Electoral Act. "\Ve also propose 
to adopt· tho local authorities' c~;>ference 
reC'ommendntion in regard to a ccrttncate of 
compe·knc:" for a clerk. 

An 1-IoxorTnBLL ~IE!\TB ~n: \Yho i3 to decide 
thP eo~ :r :te:1e:y of a. cl· ck ·: 

The J-lO~vlE RECrtET~\.RY: Thr\ loc:tl 
~~nthorit"""" •-.;Tjl] lHlVP pO\\('l' r_,) JH'(i·:it:(j for 
th:J.t nu:t:cr. 

1\ir. C\T·n:a~·u_·r..r.: C:ln lk sit fo:_· any con
sti tuc:ncy '? 
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Tl~~, IIO/lE SECRJ<:TAT~~_,.: TLco h~)n 
rr:cmlwr n1av ralse tbat IYh n we gn 
inh) Con1n1ihee on th(' 
~n this n1ca~urc to 
bnild]ngs. That 1-< a 
rnll'~~d- good deal 

r'fl rt of thP tO\Y!l 

b1t fonncl theY ha.d not 
'\Ye arc al~D, pro">·iding l'Ctting 
p01'petu:11 on thP san1c bnsl,;: as free-
bold. Thnt an alL"ndn1(·nt IYhich i:-' l1Pt"'ded 
nnd \Yhich has bt":-'Il Rskcd i'or the loral 
authoriti0G. Lrnschnld land b' valued 
on t.h0 san10 ba.si.'3 ns frc \•hold land in the 
vich1lty. That proYlsion, 1 think, -111 JYtCPt 

the 'Yi3h0s of a g-oor1 nuln.v loral authoritirs. 
Tt. i.;;; nlso proYided that dlfferl-'ntial rates 
tnay bP ~truck hv l0C'al a uthori ti .; c11 land 
V" d for the production of food. There is a 
tendenc,· to extend the boundaries of cities 
~nto cDnntry land5!, and it is considered unfair 
t1;Qt such lands :::bonlr1 be ~adfllc,J '"ith a ratr• 
\vhid1 upplics to f'ity ]an~!~. I am, tlu'l'Cforc, 
nropo~ing an arnt·ndmi'nt ,,Yhirh providcf' 
that in the case of land which i>' particularly 
•;st~d for 'thP nrockrbou of food the lo'>'.'l 
a.uthority will haYe power to drike a different 
r-'t" f1·orn tllP r;,tc lp,-i{'d on other land~ 1n 
the local authority's arc·a. Tlw power is ~Ieo 
giYen to local antlwritif>s to r0mit rate-s in 
l~P;'lf'rt of land u"'er1 or eccln-,il\d bY rrna
triated wonndcd returned so1~1irr;.;, ),v o_.1d
a~rt:' pensioner..;;, ~nd h:t' pp1··-one. sufferin~ from 
TY!inP 1''s nhthisi~. and oth0r dis( - rnen
tilJnrd in the \Yo1·::ers' C---n1pcnsatlon Act. 
jfJHtt no~,-er 1111 s been a3k0d for bv thP local 
authorities. · 

An Ho~ot·nABLE 1IF.::.Jm·:R: \Vi~] soldiers' 
widows be included' 

The HOME SECRETARY: 

An HOKOl'RABLE MnrBER: \Yill the~)" be 
-exempt from 1 ates? 

Thr HOME SECRETARY: 1\'o, bnt the 
local aut.hority will haYc power to ci.··al with 
applications for the remission of rates in 
euch CR,~f?-"-1: a.nd, as I have said, the local 
authorities ha.vP expressed the vvieh to have 
t.hat power. 'l:here is aleo in this Bill a 
proposal to allow local authorities to borrow 
further :"1U11S of 1nonev in connection with 
public works which ha;·e been passed bv tlw 
r~trpa:vers, but, \Y~tich cannot be cornPlcted 
Without tho cxpend1bue of a largPr sum than 
thc:v '"'re estimated to cost orig·inallY. \Vc 
have found that manv local authoriti0-. have
u Q{~erta J<en pubUc ,\~ork~, and that, -oy•,·ing 
to t }w Increase In the cost of Inatcri a 16 and 
the increase in the rost of \Y,_u;res and other 
things over which the lof'al anthorit',' bas no 
control, the a~monnt voted bv the r~tcnavPrs 
is not sufficient to complete. the work~ -\Ye 
thorcforo propose that tho locQl authority 
1'1 such cases may approach the Home Secre
tar:· on the matter, and that, if he is satisfied 
-then circumstances have arisen 'vhich have 
rendered it. impossible to carrv out the work 
for the amount of the original estimates. he 
mav allow them to borrow moncv to com
plete tho work "·ithout takino- ·a second 
p<ll i. There is one other in1po1:'tant matter 
{c whieh I. ma:v allude, and that is the pro. 
-vis:on whwh repeals the limitation with 

to tht' nn1 '11llt of thf' gc'nc•ral rate_ 
lrJ( -tl <cnthorl h~lYC npproar.ht·d n1 ~ 

Platter. a.nd htJY0 iold n1~· that the 
of a LCP!lero I rate to 6d. in tho £1 

han1l)Cring. They in ei!ect that v orks 
\Yhirh cm.Jld b out for a certain 
arnount four nr years ago I.lO\Y cost 
dcub1o or tn:b]e that ~1nn. and 'vc are giving 
"-hern the power under thi3 J3il] to increase 
the g·C'neral rate :;;o a.s to rnnke adeanatt~ 
provrsion £or their llPeds in that rv'-'pect. 

:\Jr. L\l.oorm : )~re yon going to allow t ho 
Plcrtors to ,-otc on a loan? 

The HO'\IE SECRETARY: Yes, the 
electors '.Yill ha,~e tho r;a1nc poVY2rs in that 
reepert REi ratepayers lHVYe under t.he pre,jent 
Local Authorities Act. 

An IIoxoLIL\BLE ~IE1JBER: An elc-ctoe may 
vote vdl('t}H'l' he has paid his rates or not? 

The- HOME SECHETARY: Yes, as long 
<H he i~ an elector he- can Yote. lion. mem
lwrs v. ill recognise that, in (•xtcnding thB 
rnnnicipal franchise, it is proposed to 
remove ell t'1c restrictions which at present 
cxi6t T\ o person ·"'~ill ha \"0 more than one 
Yotc. The hon. lTICJnber for Oxle·1 vcstcrdav 
raised thC' 11oint th t' I had given ~nforrnatio~ 
to the '' Stand>ll'd," because it 1.vas a Labonr 
paprr, before- I ga.vp that infonnation to tho 
:House. I want to dcnv that sf'ltement. I 
notjre that the same il1forr..atiun appeared 
;,, the '• Telegraph." 

J\lr. ELPHIXRTOXE: I ab·ays re~d the 
"Standard." nnd that is where I got the 
information. 

Tho HO::\TE SECHETARY: Well, the. 
hon. tr1en1ber ought to read the '; T.r~legraph," 
too. T ha.",'E' no desire and ne-ver have had 
any de2ire, to treat this HDusr- ~' ith disre-

I think the lfoup.o Ghould be advL~ed 
on n1a th,rs of this kind. 

}lr. ELPHn;sTDKE: Can you tell us how 
the information got into the paper'} 

T"·-) _H(Ji\IE SEC'llETARY: I can only 
gue3~, just as I rn1ght ~neas V"\hv the ho1~. 
member was an alleged candidate for the 
Src'aker~hip. Bills have to g·o through the 
hands of the Parliamentary Draftsman, and 
tLrough the hands of the officers of the 
dq,artment, and while I do not blame them 
in connPf'tion with thi~ 1natter I \~·ould point 
our that it is very easy for information to 
Ieo k out. I ha vo giYen the House very full 
information with regard to this Bill, and I 
new move tho resolution standing in my 
name. 

Mr. VO\YLES : I am sorry that the Home 
Secretary found it necessary to read us one 
or two little homilies which wero not at all 
nocessarv in introducing this Bill. How
ever, I- am glad that he has giyen full 
information to the House. As the hon. 
gentleman has. said, this is, no doubt, the 
proper stage at which such information 
shonlcl be g·iyen; but we know the hon. 
gPJ!tlc'man ~) '~'Pll that we felt that if we 
had not taken advantage of the previous 
motioH when it was before the Rouse yester
day. we might not haYe got the information 
at this stage. \Ye tako advantage of all 
opportunities that are presented to us. If 
we had been assured yesterday that we would 
g ~-7- the infor1nation at this stage. we ~hould 
not ha Ye prolonged the discussion; but it 
must be undentood that ,,~e do not want 
to givo the GovPrnment a blank cheque in 
regard to this or any other Bill. VVe are 

Mr. Vowles.J 
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going to re.-olutionise the whole S>·stem 
und{_'r the Local A-uthorities Act, bofh us 
rei:'ards representation and the method of 
bnngmg . about that representation. 'I'he 
franchiSt> 1s ta be t_he adult fra:~cJJ;,8, lml cad 
of connstmg of mten·.:ed persons in the 
area who hrr Ye to find the money necessary 
t~ <:arry ~:mt the conduct of local authorities. 
L IS clam1ed that a ratepayer of an area 
IS the pf'I\.:;on \Yho lives in the area; every 
P~'nn.": he> spC'nd:-;;~whC'tlH'!' it he fen· a g-1a::;:-;. 
of beer or ,a pmr of trousers-goes to pay 
tho rates. auc1, c?nscquently, he is a rate~ 
payer. That stnkes me always as being 
very far-fetched. ]\Ten whom we speak of 
as .noinads-n1cu 1vhon1, unfortunately, '"" 0 s.Pe 
gomg thrm;fih the. country to-clay by the 
score, carrymil' then swag-they ha.-e only 
to be a f'crta1n time in a district in orde.r 
ta gd on the electoral roll, and under this 
proposal when they get on the electoral roll 
they wdl haYe thc rif?ht not only of voting 
at padwmontary Plcclions but they \vill haye 
the nght to ea ot a vote in connection \Yith 
the control of the funds of the local authority. 
If you t~ke the electoral roll you will fir;d 
that :he ~trongcst objecti_on, ~n~1 the biggest 
DJ!pmtumty for malpractJCc, Is 111 connection 
With that v-crv system, owing to the fact 
that a man going into an electorate for a 
few weeks can. get on to the roll-he may 
not even qualify-and have a vote in the 
:-onduct of elcc·tions. The election of mayor 
m<;Jepenclent of the council strikes rno as 
bemg wrong. If we arc going to have 
what, the hon: gentl~~an is trying to bring 
abou,-that IS. poht~eal feelmg in theso 
m1not parha1nr•nts-th0n. :-mrci.Y, the prrsnt1.-: 
who ~re to control them should haYe a 
maJOrity o£ members behind them? \Vhy 
should tha.t person be elected independently 
from <.mts1de sou~·cH? \Ve find in a big 
area l_1ke t~ho Bnshane area-I understand 
there 1s gomg to be an amal,.amation here 
?f th~ local authorities, and that the mayor 
IS gomg to be a Ycry dignified person-not 
that th0. present ma:vor. is not dignified-but 
llP 1s gou_1g to. h0 drgr11ficd in this r·Pspcct: 
that he " g?mg to rccPi.-e a verv large 
sal.ar:;·, and, 111 the futur0, that position is 
g'?mEI to he a professional one. The mayor 
Will not be a man who will stri,·e to !ret 
the post to carry out the fundions for the 
ben0fit of the publin and do his dutv as a 
townsm::'n, but a man who will b0 strivint; 
ta gd 1t from the fact that he will be ahle 
to control the largest number of votes so 
that he will enjo,· all the proflts of 'th~t 
office. 

The HmrR SECRETARY: \\7 hat is the 
remun0ration of the i\Iayor of Brisbane 
to-clay? 

M,.. VO\YLES: HC> gds an allowance. 
wh1ch he spends, and it does not amount to 
one-th1rd of what :vou propo'e h0re. 

Mr. KIRW.\X : He gets £1,000. 

Mr. VOWLES: You propose to give a 
salary of £1.500 outside the allowance. 

The HmrE SECRETARY: Therc' is nothing 
in this Bill alJOut a salary at all. 

i\h. VO\YLES: "'o. lmt there is in another 
m?nsnr\ y;"h,ich has to b0 r0ad in conjunction 
w1th th1s Dill. I spoko abm.1t a consolidation 
of the Brisbane area. 

The CI-IAIRiVL\'\1: Order 1 Th~t is not 
tlw f!Ue'J ion undc1· discussion, an cl I \mulcl 
ask the hon. nwmber to deal \vith th0 qu 0 s
tion bcforP tho Con1n1"ittf'f'. 

[Mr. Vowles. 

Mr. VO\YLES: I nrotcst that I am in 
order -,dwn I am clea1ing with the election 
of n1ayor. 

The C'H A TR~L\::'\i : The hon. member has 
bcf'n dcaiing· \Yith the question of a greater 
Brisbane srhcme, and I am instructing the 
hon. m<omber to deal with the question 
before the Committee. 

l\Ir. YO\YLES: I am going to deal now 
wlth tlll' ),rn~ ~)!' of Brislwue. 

The C.l:L\IR::\L\?\' : The hon. member can
not cYade 1ny ruling in that way. 

Ill' YO\YLES: I am talking about the 
election of rnayor, and I an1 talking about 
sorr1cthin·r that 0 kno'v ":ill apply in the 
future'. It ·~yilJ still bo the same mayor of 
BrisbaJ'P. In conntry towns the electors 
\Ylll haYt~ thC' right t~ elect a l1li.i~'Ol'; and 
the ~ l!JH'. prolmbly. \Yill allply 1o Bri:..:bau(,, 
\Yhethcr it i:-: -:\nrth Bris1<tlll' or a Greater 
Brisbane. 

Mr. FoRm:: \Yhat rs \Hong with trusting 
the people? 

1\Ir. "YO\YLES: How often have we asked 
the GoYcrnmont to submit certain questions 
to ,a referendum, and they have not been 
ganw to trnst the people? I am strongly 
oppo>ecl to the principle of the elector, instead 
of the tnxpaycr or occupier, getting a vote. 
I have giyen, on other occasions, very strong 
reasons in support of the contention that 
this is not a good principle. T'tke, for 
instanc ·, Xorth Brisb,me, wl:tcre thB biggest 
and most ya lua blP propcrti0s in Queensland 
exist, and where, from the fact that Brisbane 
js a \ '1'.\· Lig lm:;:.inc~s centre, the O\Ynf>rs do 
not live in those buildings. They liYe 1n 
adjacent suburbs_. which constitut 1'! s0n!.o other 
local authorih·. These owners haYe no votes 
under this scheme for the protection of their 
property. either in respect of rates or in 
respect of loan money raised against thorn. 
Is that a desirable position? 

The Hmm SECRETARY: That shaws the 
llt'CP~~it.,- for nn an1alga1nation of th0 local 
authorities. 

:\lr. VOWLES: I am not allowed to speak 
a bout an amalgamatian. I am talking about 
'\orth Brisbane as we find it to-clay. A 
G-rPatcr Bri~bane schen1c) n1av IH~Ycr e~Tcntu
atc. You will find in North Brisbane, as 
in even- other big city, a lot of very 
undesirable indi,-iduals-people who have no 
stake in the country-people who are practi
callY a drag on the community. 

2\Ir. C'OLLIXS: The:· ha ye a life s+ab). 

1\Ir. \-0\'\'LES: The:-· have a life stake, 
but nothing morr:. \Ye give thcn1 a votr as 
far a." n &r0nera 1 0lcction is conccrn0d; hut 
"';vh~· ~honl(1 we give thcn1 a vote in c mncction 
with local authorities when thPir 1nay 
lw the CPntrolling vote in \Yith 
the tnx tinn of son:0m10 cl se's property? 

31J~o CoLLJXS: "\.,.on ·n'l'C vrrv anxiou~ for 
thcn1 to light your battle. · 

~I , VO\YLES: The people 1 mn rcfNring 
to Jo JJot, fl::d1t any battles. I arn refPrring 
to pro~titute~. v;ho \viil have an equal YOte
nnd(T tltis Bill to the propcrty-ovvner3. 

'f}u• IIO}lE SECRETAHY: L_,.nclcr thi-3 11il1 th8 
::.T:1Yor ( t Bri,bnJH~ ,,-111 be vhlc to g-et. all 
th('~P T1t oplP cn~t of his _ re~ a. 

::II,·. YOWI)7 S: Thr.v 
-~x. h•'r'-' Tb:y ba...-e al•sa~ 
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'Norlcl began. and it i-) 
alone, that this 
are undesiral)ll':: in C'Yc·r:~ locality 

the-'' people arc plac,·:cl jn tlH• san1c 
a~; the reputabJo peopl: o\ the Cl 

1 a;:;d haYe a vote 1n tn0 contro1 
trt.Jt' of thr~e people's propc1·ty, 

but have the right 
]lropert· as far 

cc·l'll ··L l 
! lo~ne Seer 

fur Public 
an indic(u:ion to thP 

people of Quccwdand to get t;lCir ow;1 npl'c
~~ .ttatiycs ou thG clc•cLoral rolL err atn their 
O\'> n rates in spite of tho n1iniu1un1 r --~te, 
bolTO\Y 1noney on the scc·ur1ty of othi r 
people> property tu ca~Ty ?nn,'dJat~Yer_ 1vm·~~ 
tJwy hkcd~ and he Sd F.l , • 1_ hut IS nght. 
Th~t ''vill be fonnd iu .. I-Iansard." Ther{' 
is no que -tion but that ·will bt~ the 
pfl\•ct of thi::) ll'fZidlatiou: dFTefore, holY 
c111 \H~ expect i~hi~ Cmnmittee t0 <',c· ·l:uc th(~t 
it i~ dosir:1blo that a Dill should ;_w in~ro
duc-=-:-1 on those line·':·? 'The .._,_ tn·-:_·kable 
thing about it. is this: the 
ha~ .(1onc ·what this GoYel'Hntcn~ 

iu introducing lc:··i-,Jntiorl. 
llL'~irablc amcmdmL-ds, hut 

undc~irable <Jl:e .... , 

I I nu 
I a1n sh·o11g!y of 

perpetual leascbo~der, ' ho-~r 
on the Erc-:h,Jlcl bn~i~. 

the Loc<ll _-\ uthovti c·s 
~rune 1-le s1tould be taxf cl on a 

equivalent to a freehold Yaluo of 
[5.30 p.m.] 'imilar lands in the same locality. 

That is the only cqnitablc way to 
deal >~·ith him. Personally, I am g:lud to 

that there is going to be a~1 a1ncndrncnt 
that direction. I also a·rlmit that it is 

"='i1 )blo to give po,vcr to locul autlwritics 
under certain conditions to dc•cll \Yith lmild

] n an unln-gionic condition-~ru.in01..:s 
\Yhich .c)o not con1e btric!-ly under 

la.1Y. Other rnattrr :-, 'ueh as t11o 
of lands and rc-1icYi1l, up to 

50 per cent. of tho land in tlw ec; 1mrbs ur 
outer p 1 rts of a local authority in a ~tnt0 
of deYclopmcnt ar~d 

1 
used fnr ricultnral 

purposc\s, arc dcsiraul(' , nd gn-.c 
(·n(·ourugenwnt to the doyclopnwnt u\{n-
culture, c and on that point alone I sltali sup. 
port thom. I think it was openly stated by a 
rr<yiouq l\1inister. hO\YCv-cr, th~t tho other 
nro,·ision \\-otlld allo\V tlw working rncn of a 
iocal rruthcrity to cre~Ltc their own rntes of 

- irrobpCctiYo of t11c rnin1muln ::nYard, 
to borrow mon·'Y on the s curity of other 

rncn's In addition. the ·GcnT:_.rnmPllt 
to givo tlJcnl a free 

no1.v there is [~ -)ing t.o 
no mtn::1murn. It is adrnittc:l thnt· 6d. i:;:. 
not. ~uH1ci0nt in sorr1.o (·rtsf's; hllt why can 
yq• not ra~s0 the lln1it to 7d., or 8d., or ovPll 

9d.' \Yhv should we lcavo unlimited onpor
t•mity fo1: the exploitation of the pnblie in 
rh is direction' 

The Home Secretary told us that the 
mayors of the existing shires and other local 
euthoritirs ill retire in July next, and that 
the elPctions will take place in 2\1-rrh, and 
that tlw rolls will be proparecl on the rolh 
as at the 31st December previous. I ,;·rmld 
like to know what provisions haYe lwcn m>tcle 
for by-elections? 

HmiE 8ECHETAHY: If a mayor c1i<•s or 
unfor seen happcn::1 tu him in the 

two :;£>ur.3, an election vvi_ll tako place. 
the O· (;nrs in the Tir~t vear, his 

c•;lleagnes one of thenl~elvl·:-J to 
to a councillor, if ho 

or fo~n· In out hs prjor to 
t11ere rnust oe an 

..!Pctors would bn 

:clr. :\lmw_t;.;: Ou what roll'' 

The ll03rE SECHET.'i.HY: On a roll prc-
]J<trcd. That is the only tirnc tlw roll '·ill l1e 
intL~rfcr xl 1.vith prior to the expiration of 
the three years. 

2\h. VO\YLES: That is a matter >YC can 
deal with at a later dat·, but l am very, 
YPry solTV that the Govenuncnt insist on 
tacking ~n this objectionable amenclrnent. 
All the others a re ,·casona blc, or to a great 
extent rc~sonable. 

~\Jr. CoLLES: Property ! l'roporty! Pro
perty! 

=vlr. \ 0\YLES : X o; is not a question of 
Thc1·e rnay sornethi11g in the 

o£ dnn!icn.tion of Yotiug but no 
I rc·pcat, ... ba.s a right to .a vote 

k ruy propr-rty unless I have a vote to 
protect it.. 

The I-IO::\IE SECRET.\TIY: None 
Yill happen that you are 

Mr. ·vo\VLES : It is all vor: 11 ell for 
i:hc hon. 1neruLer to sa v that. ln{t tll'"'~l can 
h '·Pl>l'll. Suppose a cCria,in se~tio11 uf the 

g-ot control of <J loc-al authiwity 
1nad, you tnight sa'~\ bon·o,vod 

money, as they arc entitled to do under 
the Act, on the security of other people's 
ptopd·ty. The GoYorruncnt could not. borrow· 
rnoncy. but the Jocal nuthoritics ean get it, 
a ud aft crvYards go rnad in the cxrH'nditure 
i£ it. \Vhy should any section of the com-
muuity be put in a position they can 
attark my property, which part of the 
s, ··uritv of rhe loan. \'. hilst I ha Ye no Yoice 
in whGt thc:-.T do, l1ccau~e my r ;;idence is 
out;;idc the area'? The p:·inciplc, to 1ny rnind., 
io absolute!:• wrong. If a w<>n is entitled 
to own property, he should haYe po,vcr to 
protect it. 

The I-!O}JE SECRETARY: Do vou not see that 
all thes0. povn•r:.:, and gr0ato~· onPs~ are now 
iE the hands of tho electors? The elect0rs 
can abolish local authorities if they wish. 

iHr. YOWLES: And if thev 
\Yant .about twenty additionnl 
('lectors have too murh rornrnon 
the present conditions. 

\Yt} "\VT't.lld 

The 
_:;:.f'n:'-~ under 

:,fr. STOPFORP: \Vill thov not be t.h(' ~:uno 
n], "'tors and ha Ye the sa-illo scn-..<~ 1.vhon this 
Bill passes? 

:_\Ir. -VO\YLES: l\'"o. If You take c(\rtain 
a1 r~~ls :;:et• how iiljustice In·a: he 
clunC'. distt-ic:s jt wi!l not apply 
w barlly, the owners of the land live 
there: l1d ,·ou take ::-.Jorth Brisbane and 
other inJu,trial "rca6, and you will ftnd that 
i11ju!-;tice 1na~~ take . plar~. :1nd that tho 
o' ·11crs \Yho !1vc Dut.s1dc \YJll ha ye no vote. 

The t'LCRE1'ARY FOR AGRIC1JLTl:'RE: That 
fl' {'OUnt . ..: for the slum;,,, 

:\[r. YOIYL ES : It does not aecount for 
the slutY1S. 

}lr. l\iAX\VELL: There are no slums in 
Brisbane. 

"~fr. Yowles.] 
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~lr. VO\VLES: The slun1B in latgP cirie~ 
arc smnctin1cs in the best localities. llo\\"
ever. that is not dw principle I a:u opposing. 
Tho principle I am ottackinz is that a 

will havo the right to attack 
owner shaU nut lwvc the 

protc~t it 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Sonw of the arn~nd
Jncnt;;; indicated bv the 1Iomc Sc·crl~tarv 
promi--ed t') rcn)futionise l.occtl author.it~T 
gov·_ nrncnt to a gi.·c.:t. cxtout. I shouLJ hk~--_. 
to f;Ll-:"gcst to th(' 1-fini:-.ter that because any 
rncrnber of the Opnosition, when ocrupyjng 
the Trc~asurv bl'nches. fajJcd to giYe ncce~
~:: r;T inforrn'Ution, it is hardlv a fair thing 
tha·t the whole of the members of the present 
Opposition Ehould be penalieed. 

The IIOl\1E SECHETAHY: You ·were one of 
thr•m. 

HoK. J. G .APPEL: I gave the fulle't 
inforn1ation on every occasion, realising ·that 
bv giving the House tho fullest information 
the pa•·,age of the measure was expedited. 

The H011E SECRETARY: You never said a 
word on the Liquor Bill. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Certain of the 
ame11dments absolutely and completely revo
lntionieo local authoritv matters, and the 
onD in particular 1Yhich "is to a great _extent 
the crux of the Amending Bill-that 1s. the 
cxtPnsion of the franchise-is totally in oppo
sition to that dcrnocr.ttlc propo:3ition that 
there should be no representation without 
taxation. Adult suffrage in State matters is 
on qui+~ a cliffcrPnt basis, bccaU·''~, although 
t.hc 1nay net he a direct taxpayer, 

is an indi;:cct taxrayer through the 
Ol' other av·ennes of taxa1 ion. 

The 1-IO:'lE SECRl..T:\HY: But. you bcJicvc 111 
a lirnltt_d futncbiso. 

HoN .. J. G. APPEL: I v,-us an advocate 
of adult sufiragt> long; before thP hon. nlC'lll

L,·'r eYer thonght of 11olitics-long before ho 
'""as thought of. 

}1r. F. A. CoOPER: And has changed his 
vie-vrs. 

The HoME S;ccmTARY: You faYoured an 
Upper House elected on a limited franchise. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: :::\o. 

The HoME SECilETARY: Yes, you did, in 
this £-:louse. I have a good H1en1ory. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: That has nothin~ 
to do with this quection, and I should be 
called to order if I debated it, and I do not 
intend to be called to order if I can possibly 
help it. As pointed out by the leade~· of the 
Onrws1tion, the effect of this altcl'ahon w1!l 
he that in manv insbnccs the largest rate
pavel'S will havC no votes in connection -with 
thC nropertics in respect to 1vhich they pay 
rate;. Is it in accord with e.ny democratic 
policy or principle that people who are pay
ing rates and taxes should be debarred from 
havino· votes in connection ·with the proper~ 
tics o~ areas for \Vhich they pay rate"? Is 
that a policy \Yhich can he defended by any 
man, howeYcr rabid or however Tory he may 
be in his principles 9 I venture to sa,· that 
the profJOsal is of so reYolutionary and drastic 
a char3:ctcr, so oppos:ed to den1ocratic prin
ciples. that I am sorry the ::Ylinister proposes 
to submit it for discussion to the House. 

:.rr. FoRDE: The pooplc ha ye been looking 
forward to it for a long time. 

[Mr. Vowles. 

C. A PPEL: The people have 
t l'd to rnany thi11g~ vvhlch, 

ur:..der caucus ad1ninistrabon, the) 
to obtain. 

Oi·IY.LSITIO~ 7"iE:1\EEHS: Ilf·ar, hf':H' ~ 

1-Io A P FEL: That the 'Toting 
po\YCr be liLII1 cd to o11e YOtLl does 
affc\-·t rnatt\_'r vt_'r\· 1nuch ono way or 
f't"rH·L \Yh tt l a.n1 C.oltcerncd about is 
rhn..::(' who J.l'C taxed arc the per~o11s 
\\ ho uwnt and ('Ontrol 
o ~ the bY that tax-
ation. Do not those vvho arc nol taxpayer::; 

L~L\-e not thz• fra.nchise l'CCeivn sonH' 
the ,____ xp·:ncdtul'·-' of rnoncy whi~h 

~~ frorn t!tose 1\·ho O\Vn property 111 
rlw ( :1n~tru•."tiun uf rond"";, tho construction of 
diffc·rcnt ·w-orks, anJ the improve-
l'lPnt:-; -which are c1 under loral authority 
£:OYt'rl1n1Cllt '? Do uot tho:::e. vvho, ~it the 
pn:::=ent tin1e, pay _no taxation r-eceive .a~.~ 
nch-antnge of pr~tc!Ical!y equal Yalue \nth 
those \Yho ha Ye to find the funds? 

The HoME SECRETAHY : Do not they find tho 
funJ, • \Yho pays the taxes of. All an an~." 
Stnrk? T'h'-· pccJple V\'ho buy the1r goods, or 
cour:-:c. 

Box. J. U. APPEL: If the hon. gentleman 
i~ prt'parcd to follow that principle 've can 
gn further; bnt he 1s not prepared to follow 
alo11g those lmes. If he hkes to extend tht> 
principL;, wLo is ;ilHh!lg t~o fund~ for thf-' 
pa~"·n1ent of thf ~-._dnnrn:::tratton. o_f the Stab_ 
and of the 1·,cn ,., bo are s:tbng on tho 
T]'(_"rsnn- bench( 

. ~" ':HET.\RY: The -..vorking n1an; 
thr' wl~o 11rodurc the real wealth. 

t}'C•2C 

J. G. APPEL: Should they not 
to s·~y who shall admini~ter 

The I-Io::-.rE Sr RET_\RY: They ha Ye. 

J. G. ,\PPF.L: They have not-

The I-Io1rE SECRC'IAHY: Of course they have, 

Ilox. J. G. ,\ l'PEL: I did not rise f?r 
the purpose of engaging in any abstract dis
cu~sron nlJon the subjL'C't. The proposal t~at 
the y:hole. of thP n1ernber,' of a local authont~ 
shall be elected for three ye~rs a:'d shaL 
reti1 o in one body, to n1y 1n1nd, rs not a.
g·ood 011t::. The practice heretofore that each 
i~neruLcl· .:-houlcl be C!ectcd for three years, 
but that a third should retire a.t th? end of 
eYen· YP<u·, \'.:as ad'~11tod wtth the o~l-JCC.t that 
therC lnigi1t be a continuity_ of pohcy 111 tho 
carrYing out of local a uthonty work~: .. Fron1 
tny 'experience, e-xtr-nding over a pcnod c:f 
hYe11tv years as R Inembor of local authon
tics: i: 'think it is a good prin.ciple. ,.J~'he 
adn1ini.stration of local authontH~S aL_._ers' 
vcrv largclv from the administration. of State 
affairs. I1:1 Jocal authorities certain \York~; 
haYe to be carried out in sections. 

The SECHEHRY FOR ~'I.GRICcLTcRE: Does not 
that apply to the Stole? 

Ho:;. J. G. AP l'EL: 'Cnfortunatcly, it 
doe~ not, becau:::c \\ e find that _under pi·c::.{_nt 
conditions in the St:He thero B an absolute 
lTH'I"'al of a pn'Yious policy which led to 
the scttlen1· nt, dL Yelop~11ent, and pr.ospl'enty · 
of the St >tc. To my mmd, the rc,ul~ or tlus 
pro pot d will be "lle sanH~. A pohcy 1nay 
be outlined bY the members of the local 
authc•rih'-O!W V has rc·ceived the ::ss~nt 
and which ls for l>:ncfit of the particular 
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llC\Y lJOdY of ElC'n 

at the 'md of th~·cc Y"""'· 
tlEit poljcy, which has been 
out and pttr~!y eifr,ded. 

Tlw t=o Sr.'-'::_.E: HY: Do-e" not that 
bappe-1: ;~_n rcJn', Sf'J;t;:;.tivP bodic·s? 

AP1?~L. l\-Iore I anl 
tlH' ol· j, r:t of conditions 

ot tho and tlw 
n·hieh ~,i]i c1; .·J.c thr whole of 

·i!lH·r:, of the lot·al a-nt1writics are to 
end of thn1e vcar'. Y'ith nJgard 

of t.lw tnn.~·or . .af cour:::.e, -that 
0:1 v.-hlch th"('H' uw....- be diYidell 
r.~no\V lt is a popufa r 111 

n_an~, placc:s that the rua~.'Ol' should clcctc{I 
ontsidc. 

ThP }le ":1: SF 'RFTARY: It is in operation. 

Ho:-r. J. G. APPEL: I know it is a 
principle -whir:h has been ac-··cptc-d in oth~r 
parts of the Empire. \Vhcthcr it v.·ill be a 
go{1d one or a bad one ron1ains to be }H'O,~ed. 
It is a matter which c ~n be discussed with
out any party feeling. I am quite satisfied 
that, a•. far as the altered conditions are 
conr ,,r1E't1, the full provision will be found to 
t<J ha n:~ bcvn Jnadc regrrrdi!1g tl1c l'olls to be 
u:-:e·d i.:1 ( DIHlf'ctiou with the Pl0('tion \Yhich 
is h place at the end of every three 
yc•~trs, or ( onncdion witl1 an' b\·-election 
whi• l1 !tlay take plac~·. 'rhc ").fii1ist0r in 
dw rg:c of the Bill did not specify which of 
thc~e alnendll1{-'nt;;; has been recon1DlC11dcd bv 
t4r' loral :1uthoritic~. l tak0 it son1e of theri1 
ha ,~c been so reconunended. 

The Hmm SEcRETAHY: I have found out 
fo:!:' ~ur0 that thc:y C\i{.1 Hot n-~cornmend tho 
broadenin.~· of the frnnchise. (Laughter.) 

I! m; .. :r. G. APPEL: I am satisfied about 
tl:at. Ill f1.rt, the:: \vvuld haYC' b''rn untrue 
to the- n1tcna>:crs \vho -ek'c~cd th••m and to 
th\_ir ~1niir~v· o'f democracy that thPre should 
h0 no rcpr0~ ·ntation ·without taxation had 
th-..·· donp so. The rropo.3a1 to plar0 per
P• ~wl ft'8Ses on the same ba~is a~ freehold is 
onr, ,,_-1li -·h can 1voll be acccptc(l I-I on. n1eL:
b>-"rs s!ttin~ on ·Lhe GoYcnnnent bcnrho::; 
<Jh.-a: s hJYC contended that perpetual kaseo 
ac of greater 'alue than fredwld. At 
})rf>~r-nt they arc, beC':1ltS8 they arc nDt subject 
to land taxation. It is only a fair thing 
that their rateable Yaluo should be placed o>: 
th·" same hnsis as that of freehold. The 
prorJOsal r+1 garding oiff0rential rating is a 
wi·" one. \Ye fmd to-clav that in mam· 
ur'l·.ll1 arras son1e local ~authorities hay'p 
aln:ady rarriod out that principl•· as n 
rnattPr of policy; tbP) ha ye effected a dif
ferenrial r?ting, so fa1· a.s properties in their 
areas were concerned which were utilised 
for the purpose of pnKluring food. If there 
i.s to be an amendment of the ActJ it is as 
wen th lt it ~hould be made compulsory, 
bt cansC' land which 1~ used for that purpo'"~e 
<'Prtn1nlv is not of thP sanH~ Yalue as land 
which 'ra,n b,, used effcctiYcly for other 
purposes. 

"\Yith refNence to slum properties, I only 
hor<> the hon gentleman will make pro
vision b.'· which such properties. may become 
a thing of the past; but I fear that is a 
hopn that will never be realised, because, in 
many inst~nces. the persons who reallv suffer 
the most are the greatest offenders in con~ 
n' dion ""ith that particular matter. How
ev0r, I shall be only too happy to support 
.any legislation that will make it impossible 
for slum properties to exist, in the interests 

of the heal rh of the con1tnunity-not of tho 
people who occupy thoso slurn properties, 
be ''H u.se they do not ea H.>. In 1nany instances 
it i~ t h1'ou~h their nt'gJect tLat disc;~.L-. a.re 
di~seminatc·d through the conununity. 1'he 
pro\-ision giYing IJOWCl' tO a loc,d authority 
to sogrc•ga~c~ pcr-vns suffering fron1 ce1·tain 
chronic diseas8s is a Ycrv wise one. and I 
hope tbe local authorities \,·ill be prepared to 
accept the an1cnfhnent which is proposed 
by the Eill ia that dil'ection. 

The J-lc_,fE SECRETAHY: They arc agreeablu 
to that. 

1101~. J. U. A~\.p PEL :_ I J(~ ,not know '':hic~l 
.t!JllCHunlUlL:i rn1U11ate frunr tn.e local authoi'.r
til's and which do not; but certainly it is 
Y~ry wicc that such prm·ision should be 
1rwde. The further provision with respect to 
loan works which haye been appro,-ed of by 
the ratepayers, and where, after th0 work 
has been partly carried out, it has been 
found that an insnflioient amount has been 
raised by way of loan in the first instance, 
is a wise one. :iY.Iany local authorities, from 
causes over which they have no control, have 
found that, after 50 ]Jer cent. or 75 per cent. 
of the work has been canied out, the original 
estimate has had to be exceeded; the works 
have had to ]){J stopped, and a very lengthy 
vrucess bas been rwcc8~ary before authority 
could be obtained for a further loan to com
plete the work. 

1'he HO}IE SECRETAHY : I think they all 
approve of that. 

Hox. J. G. APl'EL: It is a sen,ib!e pro 
positioll, and one which should appeal to 
t". cry 1nember of the coiniuunity, especially 
those ·who are interested in local authoritv 
rnalt1\rs. So1no of the alnfmdn1tl1t:5 outlined 
by the Minister are of a highly contemiou" 
nature. and I have no doubt that on the 
8ecoud reading a ,~e1·y full discussion will 
take place Llpon them. I hope to be in " 
position to deal with them more in detail 
at that stage, and to deal conclusiYely with 
some hon. 1nen1bers who, apparently, do not 
appreciate certain detnocratic principles 
which have stood as the foundation and the 
bulwark of democracy. 

:Mr. TAYLOR: There is no doubt, as has 
been stated by one or two of the previous 
speakers, that there are come very good 
clauses in tho Bill; but, no doubt, the clause 
upon which all the fight and all the conten
tion will take place is that which proposes 
to make the parliamentary franchise the 
basis for the return of aldermen and coun
cillors for the various shires and towns 
throughout Queensland. In trying to come 
to a concJusion in regard to that n1atter, tve 
should ask ourselves the questions, "\Yhat 
really is a local authority 1 \Vhat are its 
functions-how are theY carried out and 
how are they applied 1'' Anyone who has 
an:; knowledge of local authority work knows 
perfectly well that they aro simply a huge un
paid ·department which has to carry ont and 
administer an Act \Yhich has been enacted by 
Parliament. The power of a local authority 
is exceedingly limited, but it has a very 
great amount of administrative work to do. 
In regard to this proposal to extend the local 
'l.uthority franchise to all the electors in a 
particular area, the position at the present 
time is that every person of adult ago has a 
share in electing their representatives to 
J)arlia:ment. Those representatives, being 
elected to Parliament, frame and pass tho 
various Acts under which local authorities 

Mr. Taylor.J 
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carry on their functions. rrhat beit1g the 
ca~e. ·whut neres~ity is there for this extended 
franchi~e which r'hB I-IolTIO Secretary pro
pm~cs '? 

The I-IO:\fE SECRETARY: \V hat danger ii3 
th(•i'l' on i hose lines? 

T...:\. Y LOR.: There is a c':::rtain etlnount 
:Probably it 1nay not be so great 

a~' so111e of us think, but at the san1o ti:ne 
we do think that the people >Yho have to 
ilnd the n1oncy to carry out the work in a 
local authoritv ·area Bhould be the ones to 
say how that 'money shall be expended. As 
thing:> exist at the present ti1ne, if a•local 
nuthority is not carrying out its functions, if 
it is not looking after the health of the com
munity. who steps in and tells it that it shall 
do so ·:-the Home Dcpartnwnt. 

The Hmm SECHET.IHY: \Yith \Yhat results? 

:'.!r. TAYLOit: I \I'Ould like to hear from 
th(' I-Ionw Secretary of any case in \\hi eh the 
intcryention of the I-lon1c Dcparttnl:nt has 
not been effectiYe. I ha;-o not heard of any 
of a serious nature. 

Tho IIO'IIE SECRETARY: \Yhat haY' I boon 
able to do in connection with Brcaldast 
CrfL'k? 

'\Ir. 'L\YLOR: Tho trouble ther'c has been 
th<<t thc .... G arc too nuu1v local authorities. 
Thoro half a dozci1 local authorities 
inter "' but no 0110 ccm denide \Yho has 
anY anthoritY at all oYer the (:rc·ck. not l 
th~ Home Sccretarv himself. The 
n.,ally is that pcrso1;s \vho haYe no respon
sibility for the payment of rates should lw 
allo>Yed to yoto in local authoritv matters. 
It is all ;-erv well tu ttdk about the lodger, 
the boarder; and the occupier finding the 

The Ha}lE SECRETARY: How many people 
liYing in a local authority area \Yould allow 
a thing like " '' JOl scour to be established 
ne.1r to where they liYe? 

:\Ir. T'A YLOR : The IIon1e Scerr•tary has 
the power to intervene in a ea o likP that. 

The B.o~IE SECRET.\.RY: I ha Ye not got tlll· 
povver. 

:Glr. TA YLOR : Iloo,,· did the hon. gentie
nutn preycnt a wool scour being erected in 
Kedron ': Ho knows perf<'ctly well tha1, res 
soon as the sanction of the Homo Depart
nlc'nt \YJ.; asked for the e:.:.tablishrnent of a. 
\Yool scour in the Kedron shire. the dcpart
n1ent turned it do1vn. 

(SiUinr; W iJCnd,d from 6 zun. till 7 p.m.) 

1\Ir. TAYLGR (contirming): The inju,tice 
of the pr:Jl'Oc'--d fmnchisc under the Biil, l!o 
n1y rnind> lies in the fact although in 

\r·l y a lo~._l.gcr or contri-
ta;:ation of a local cmthority, he 

~·o rcsr1onsibility for paynH~nt of rut';s, 
The individual whose propPrty can be leYiod 
on, and \Y,h_o 1nny bo ,_ued ~01'1 rates 1vhich 
r-'-~a.v 1;e o1nng nn any pa.rtH'utar property, 
i::: the pcrs·JJl vi:bo 01vn::. tho property, and 
not the clf~rtor \Yho is simp1y a boarder and 
not (!. pcrnwncnt resident of that area. I 
think it i;;; unfair to introdnce such a fran
C~1iBc in this measuec. So far as the intro
duction of thi~, change of franchise is con
cerned, it is purely a politica-l reloem which 
has been asked for by certain political bodies 
in Queensland who wish the parliamentary 
fraHrhise should be used in local authority 
w Jrk. It must be admitted that local 

[Mr. Taylor. 

anthoritv Vlork 1n Queensland has been 
gcncr:tlljr r~~t·ric·d m1t in a. YPl'y satiBfactory 
manner. I think I am rig-ht ;Ylwn I say 
that something O\'Pr £1,0QO.OOO is due by 
lo< d in. Quf'cnsland to tbe Govern

that Ulnount thcro is only 
in arrears. 1vhjch reflects 
HlJOll those• >;:ho constitute: 

On~ i·.hing· ~·;hich ,.·ou]d 
propo:<d r 11_, l1' ill the 

pn 1L!1~t- .. · Q; ''>Ca_l 

hic:.l the 

1n a sin;iial· rnPl!ltJ '·"of Par· 
pn·· cnt brnt'. 
plt:cC' nn the 

of aldenncn and 
it is -"·i~e to sr-nd th:J 

out at one tinl(' i~ doubtful. 
\'finc1 .... o·r, for instance. I snppuse that at 

present tirnc there al'c- d1·a.iurrgD works 
re, rried out by money, which is being 

bY t hP GoYcrnrneut. to the extent 
of £40.000 ·"Jr £50,000. lf you r;rrew out the 
aldennen who haYe spccjal kno>:dcdgn of 
that '\York, ~nd put ju a fresh lot of aldt~nn.cu 
altogPthcr, :_'\-ou mi:;;,ht scriow'l~- retard the 

of that work. I think it wonld bo 
f half ef the counril ,,, e·nt our eYCl''-' 

insterrcl of the whole nu m be,: 
.;_trP nnltter which \Ye c ..... n 

flllly in Committer-. 

1\Ir. RREX:\'AN int:rjectcd. 

~1r. TA )~LOR: The GoYt~rntrt::'nt adn1inistcr 
the affairs o[ the State· duriug tbc pPriod 
'int."·rH:ning between onP Parlif'mcnt and 
another, but if _you throv; the council out the 
to','\'ll clPck lu ·; not the 1Ftll1C t-xecutiYo 
auih'Jrity ru the connc!J. 

The. l-IOME SECRETARY: Thl' ~rune thing 
rLppJies to this House. 

j\J;·. Tc\ YLOR: No. The Gm'<'rnmcnt 
Bdmini."tf'rs the affair:::; Df the conutl'\.T until 
a UC'iY Gov .,rn1nent con1es ilL ~ 

The Ho~rE SECHETAR>-: So tlw.,c people will. 
Tha,t ls thr: point \Yh0re you arc wrong. You 
v ere talking about continuit0· of pal icy. 

Mr TA YLOH : I think continuity of polio:· 
i:::; very nccc"·~sary in local authority vvorlc 
A local authority is rcallv onlv an adrninis~ 
trntivo body aclr;riniBtering an Act of Parlia
ment which has been voted upon by the 
electors in the whole of tho various arotts, 
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"Lnd hrr.s practicall·v no ex:PcntivP po\VPr at 
all. th;1t "I an1 cr:rt1ir:ly oppr ·)t 1 

fnutchif:~ as propo,;\~l~<. 

HoN. W. H. B~\RNES (lhdirniJI!): I regr<'t 
that I had not tl10 pleasnre of listening h 
the Home Secretary this afternoou. 

The HOME SECRETARY : Well, vou miooed 
something. · 

'rlw ATTORNEY-GENERAL: A treat. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I must express m.· 
regret that l missed that treat. Tho hon. 
gentleman, I understand, r·~ferrcd to quite 
a number of matters which he proposes to 
include in the Bill when it comes before us. 
I take it that, in connection with local 
authority affairs, there are some matters 
about which _there will be u very big differ
ence of opimon. I have no doubt that the 
public generally will regret thRt th0 Home 
Secretary has introduced in this Bill the 
franchise which he propos~s. I am certain 
that it will not work out in tho intere-sts of 
the electors. 

'l'h0 liO:I!E SECRETARY: Why not givo it a 
trial? 

HoN. vY. H. BARI\ES: We have been 
giving too man;- trials, n1uch to the reg-ret 
or the country, as the Homo Secretary kn;ws. 

Tlw fiOME SEC:RETARY: I do ncJt. 

Ho'·. W. H. BARNES: Some of the trials 
haYe n_,t been at nil satisfactory, and, unfor" 
tunatcly, the community to-day are wfl'cring 
as the result of those trials. · 

Tho HOME SECRLTARY: Leave things alone. 
Tl at's }·our policy. 

Hm;. IV. H. BARNES: l\'o. wo don't want 
to leave things alone, but we do not want 
to take a leap in the dark, and that is 
apparently the posiUon in sonH~ directions 
that the I~Iornc Se·;retaxv i:~ rl0~irous o{ 
ulopting. · 

Let Jl!C for monu:mt deal '1·ith a 
qucstio.;~ ~vl1ich l believe \vas ra:scd by 
the }io:-no Scc,retci:tl'J ,in coJJnoction ·w·ith 
the forLlation of local .authorities. l pr0-,lun<3 
that the hon. g. ntleman had very largely in 
·n·ew the Greater Brisbane flchc1ne. In this 
Bill thoro is e. prorosr! that the ma·.·or or 
chairmn.n of a loca.J authorih' shall be eiecte-d 
by th0 c·lcctor~. That nJ~l:'i' or rnav not be 
" rig.ht thing. To some cxt'ent I h:n:e a verv 
open rnind in regard to that uroposaf. 
Goncrall,v F:peakingJ in m0st 1natter~ exneri· 
.-n,rc counts for a. ver7 great deal, and, i~ 
l 1l<1Ye bc0n correctly Informed, the proposal 
~a.dc by the ho:n. gnttlornan jn this connec· 
t~on go(·-; in the dirrction of nu1kii1g ~ t pos· 
srblc that <l nutn who i::; quite an outrsidcr 1 

as for as local authority matt.~rs are con
cerned, n11.:: be elected as rna.yor or chairrnan 
of a, local a.uthority I thiuk that one of the 
conditions laid Jo'.vn as to the nualificntion 
o! a person seeking election as chairnutn or 
Hlrt.yor of a local autho!·jt:.r should bo that ho 
he_ ... ha-cl some cxperic'lCu in local anthoritv 
.affain. y,:ithout in any wa:_; reHecting upo~1 
any person, I "'.vou1d ask '' ou1d it not be 
extremely difficult if an individual who had 
no expericnco of parliamentary life was to 
take his seat on the front Government bench? 
Such an individual woul-d be nlaced at a 
disadvantage as comprrred with~ ot-her mcm
be~s, no matter how great might be his 
ability, and I can see that someone who ;, 
_popular with the people might be elected as 

1920-x 

ma ·or. though he has had no lm .d aufhority 
cxpenl:nc:o. 

The HoME SECRETARY: Would the "ate
payers be such fools as to elcct suf'h a ma.n? 

Ho:-~. \V. H. BAH,~ES: I can only say 
that under this Bill, sueh a result may be 
pos•ible. 

The HOME SECRETARY : Members o£ your 
party sought a leader outside Parliament. 

Ho,. W. H. BARNES: That is not the 
question at issue. It cannot be doubted 
that experience does count in most things. 
I am informed that the hon. gentleman also 
made reference to the fact that in future 
the electoral rolis were to be prepared in 
the Home Office. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: I said we will give 
the local authorities all the help we can in 
preparing the rolls. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Then I have been 
incorrectly informed, and I was going to 
say that compiling the rolls in that way 
will cost a very great amount. 

The HOME SECHETARY : It will not be as 
much as it is now. 

Ho:-~. W. H. BAR"'ES: I should like to 
know how the hon. gentleman makes that 
out. 

The HOME SECRETARY : I will toll vou at the 
proper stage. • 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: It is perfectly 
certain that there arc some things left out 
of this Bill which ought to have been 
included, and that :is ono reason why we 
~oug-ht to extend the scopo of tho Bill. I 
think the Government ought to tackle the 
conditions .l"hieh arise from time to time 
in various parts of the more congested 
area:;;, '.yherc pf'onl" aro durnp\._:tt ,flol;n 1wt 
only on 16 perch~ s cf lmJd but on ev{~:a 
emaller allotments, but no provision is made 
to deal with that matter in this Bill. rrhen, 
g-etting back to the method of election pro
posed in this mcasnro, I notice that tho 
pre&cnt members of city and shire councils 
:cro to hav; their life extended to July. 1921, 
m order, J. suppose, to make it possible to 
\vork the elections in with the new order 
of things. I do not know that that provision 
is going to w·ork out as the ho:n. gentlmnan 
thinks it will. My view is that bv this 
measure W8 \ViiJ create political machin95 
ia connection with local authorities which 
clo not exist at the present time. 

Govr:RN!IIENT II1DIBERS : Ah, ah ! and 
laughter. 

Mr. COLLr:;s : There wero not three 
Labourites at the local author]ht;:;' con
fr~rrmco. 

Hox. \~'- H. BAll)JES: 'fhat is rather a 
refi~ction on the Labourites, if the state
ln- nt is correct; but I do not think it is 
eorrect. I say that this Bill is going to 
create politicoJ machines on both Bides. I 
notice that the hon. member for Fortitude 
Valley is in his place to-night, and I ask 
him il that has not been made plain in 
connection with the \Vater and Sewerage 
Board, where there are political factions 
representing both sides in politics. I contend 
that under this Bill we shall create political 
machinery in connection 'with our local 
authorities. .'l.t the present time the mem
bers of local authorities do not regard 
themselves as political representatives. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Ah, ah ! 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 
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HoN. \V. H. BARNES: Will hon. m.em
bors suggest that the hon. member for 
Fortitude Vallc · and the hon. member for 
Toowong regard themselves as being mem
bers of different political parties when 
performing their duties as members of a 
local authority? V{ ould anyone bllggcst that 
the hon. men1bct' for Logan J.nd J\.Ir. Brown, 
vdw ~~t on the Coorparoo c0uncil, repre
sent opposite political camps in their 
c. pa.city os members of that council? I do 
not think so, and it secn1s to me that the 
Government arc seeking to m.·ako political 
organisn,tions of loc:1l authority councils 
under this Bill. I hope that every member 
of the House will take an opportunity of 
analysing to their fullest extent the pro
visions of the Bill before the mc:tsure comes 
on for its second reading. Speaking for the 
side of tho House that I represent, I may 
say that we shall earnestly w-atch and follow 
every proposal, and that we shall fight every 
dauso which we consider that our duty to 
tho country requires us to f1~,:·ht. When we 
feel th'1t certain things are being done which 
are against the best interests of the country, 
we regard it as our duty-and 'a dutv we 
will not fail to carry out-to fight it at 
eYery stage. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC INSTRUCTIOX: 
\V P ar<' bringing this fmward in the best 
interests of the cotmtry. 

HoN. W. H. B_\RNES: The :\finister for 
Public Instruction smiles when he says that. 
All I can b'ly is that jt i ap:jarcnt that lH~ 
has bcpn h;·ovght under tlw \Yhip. lik(~ othcl~ 
rncrnber,, of tho Govcrn1nont. Ho-...;vever, \VG 

chall lnv· <m opportunity later on of going 
into thc~c rnattr:rq more fully, and I can 
a·,mre hon. :1wrnbcrs that thev will be criti
cisecl nlf"t fully by members "on this side. 

::\Jr. ~··nnnE: If thr: hnn. r .. hcr {(_ 
Bn:in-!1-' 11;-!d bP' n i11 hi j!LH'0 tln' 
th1-: 'fr dOn, h l)u1cl kr:o\'1 P: •l·e 
thii:: tnca:.lld' th:l'l h0 <-Yi(]E'J (lu0~ 
know. PY1dnnt fronl ~;n( ( of 
h_on. oppo~itc that dJ1Pf ohjc>.::-
tiOn to tlHl proposecl mea urc that it pro-
vidns for adult franchise in municipal ""0 1,ccrn
n1ont. ='Jo {Joubi:, such a democratic propo:;al 
is nau'-,oating to conservative g0nt.lemen \vho 
sit on the ,,thor 'ido of the Chamber. \Ve 
kno-.Y that .-;uch a proposal was endorsod at 
the tlll''J' last ~Pnf:ra1 0lcri,ion:; in Qur0,nsland; 
ani! lldcl it, b'f''l for thf' obstructiYc tad,ic; 
of a ( Lcgis1 tiYe Council on h-vo 
occ ,_sic~18, t.unendnH~nt of the Local Autho-
riti,•s Act would hR\'e been on the statute
book to-<lay. and the peopl0 of Queensland 
would CX'Jl'C'iRo t~e eamo rights in rnunicipa 1 
f'lection~ as they onjoy in Et~<'1b:>. and Federal 
election;:. 

1--Ion. \-../. 1-1. RARXES: This is propo,;od bv 
,a minority Govcrnn1ent. ~ 

Mr. FORDE: The hon. member for 
Bulin1ba is t'ho leailer of the n1inority Oppo
sition. NumcricrdJL,, his party ] _ the \H~a.l<:-,,t 
·with tho C'XCClJtion o£ thB ~orthern Countl'v 
partn. and I ~E'C that tbcre is onlv 111( ;nbe'r 
cf tl1at p;:nty lH'l't! tc-night. Jion." members 
on this sidr- of the 1-TousP \Yho repre<:Bnt the• 
people of Queens] and /believe in the broad 
principle of equal citizenship. We believe 
one man i>< -as good as another, and that 
every n1an in the co1nrnunity should exorcise 
tho franchise at municipal elections. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: You only believe in 
one brand being employed. 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

I\lr. FOR DE: I do not qu.ito u.rHh:r~tand 
tho hon. m0rnber for Bulimba, but I know 
that he only belioYC:J in giving one brand of 
rcfrc,lunr·lltc the Y.:JJ.C.A. !Laughter.) 
\\~0 nn t 1ti; .' sh1n.d for adult rnunit ipal 
franchib(~·-for , qual r1ghts for all sections 
<•f the comnnmit_,, and preference to none. 

Hon. \V. H. BARNES : vVhat was the rt solu
tion at tlw Townsvillo conference-that only 
represnntatiyes of ono organis:ttion should be 
en.:.ployed '? 

~1r. FOH,DE: I know if tho hon. rncrnber 
Vlero in .u. union ho would "Rcab" on his 
!nat.Bs. I maintain that the 1nan who navR 
the rent. pays t~10 rates. Tlw rna.n \Yho bu}Ts 
fro1n a big busines.-s. flrr:n indirectly pays tho 
rate·; on those promises, because no doubt 
the Hlf'n who run those businesses charge 
sufficient for their goods to cover the rates. 
\Ve have hoard a lot from hon. mombers 
opposite about irresponsible pcoplo in the 
communitv who will bo able to exercise the 
franchise when this Bill is placed on the 
statute-book. I would liko to point out who 
those irrespon -ible and undesirable people 
are. 

Mr. ELPIIINS'fONE: Get a looking-glass. 
(Laughter.) 

;\Ir. FORDE: That is \\"hat I "oul,\ expect 
from tlo-o hon. memlJcr who made a failure of 
thP Darra Ccrnent \Yorks and the Fruit
gT')WCrs' Co-operahYe Society. I maintain 
ihat the hom -t workman is of more import
tuJec to the cmnn1nuitv thau a:1 acre of land. 
(Bc·ar, hcnr !) " 

Hon. W. II. BARXEA : ::\'ot ::s importaat as 
nn cx:tnt :31in1,.,tcr. 

1Ir. FOH.DE: \YP lilaint(lin that the honest 
workn1an i better- than bricks a!ld n1ortar. 
\",~ c say that. the rnan who O\Yns property in 
fiC'VCr.ll n1uniri11alitie:J has no right to havo 
thrl' .. votPc:. TlH! n1an earning a. living in 
c~c connnun1ty ~:~1d bringing up children 
\ 1;lL) ,,:ill lY' our fnhu·c citi~e11s is rrwre 
imp;;~fant i.o nnr StatP t}wn the rnc.n -..d1o 
o !H property iJJ several rnunicip'ditiP~,. V>lo 
aro told by hon. lllPmbers opposit.o that a 
rnan who into a centro and sets up a 
husirH s i: IY!:tn who \·alue in 
tha.t particul~1r centre, and he is the 
-.nnn vvho .. Jhould get all the consideration. 
I maintain tlw.t it is the people who settlo 
around that bu6ineos who create the value, 
aud theY haYo a right to have a control in 
the ('ondnct of the local govcrn1nont affairs 
for that ar~a. In tho paot they hav<' been 
denied that right, but -,,-e are going to 
remedv that state of affairs. There have 
been ~mmerouc injustices in the past, but 
they are gradually being cleared away by 
this Gm·ernment, VVo know the Health 
Department to-day has great difficulty in 
g0tting locaJ e.uthoritir·s to nn-rty out certain 
rC'forrns in the \vay of sanita.tiDn and public 
he· lth. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: \Vhy don't they 
do thc·ir duty and compel then:i? 

:\fr. FOR DE: Because of vested interests. 
:Municipal councillors will not do their duty 
simply be0auso they represent Yested 
interests, and they will not interfere with 
their friende, but that will all be passed 
aside when wo have councillors eiected on an 
adult franchise. If you look at the work 
carried out by municipal councils, more par
ticularly by city councils, in Queensland, you 
will flnd that very few municipal works have 
been carried out because in the past there 
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have bt~(:} on tho-s" counejJs, O\\ing ID the 
restr-ictul franchi::>..~-J, rnen who aro opposed to 
rnunicipal ('Ontrol--n!en v;ho arc opposed to 
St:~to cnu~rpri·.p e.ncl thf' D'!unicipal control 
of public utilities. 'J'he rrwn 1Yho sit on 
tho'r' n1uni<:';.pal councils are rnen 'vho do not 
beli:)vp in undL·l·t..tkinr \vork \V:1icl1 would 
interfere with 'vha~. the:y call private Enter
!Jri c. I find that in rities like ~,fa.nchhter, 
GJ;;:~;ow, ar1d Bin1ti.ngharn they Jwyc 011 the 
C'onnrils men \vho take a brozder outlook .s.nd 
a brortder view of thing:) altogether, and they 
haYe done considera-bly rnore in tho way of 
cDnclucting public utilities than the c<mncile 
here. In Gla;.;gow tl1c n:unicipality has been 
prcpar, d t.o spend large sun1s of n1ongy to 
provido pure dair~· milk for tho children. 
They spent upwards of £150,000 on tho Pstab
F ~h1nont of clair•-, herds alone in Glac:.~o"(~, so 
that thP little children might not be noisoned 
by impure milk. \Ve know that in many 
part' of Queensland to-day, owing to tlw 
Hdll itcj_·atiou of 1nilk, si<::kness and Lpidemjcs 
are preval<:mt amongst little children. 

Of , ourse, wo know that members opposit<
nre no~ much concerned about things ot snch 
vital importance as those which engage the 
attention of members on this side of tho 

House. Local authorities in Great 
[7.30 p.m.J Britain have wider pow·crs, I 

admit, than those of Queensland, 
and it is the aim of this party to give wider 
powers to the lof'.tl authorities of QuC'cns1and. 
Local .:,uthoritir;;; in Great Brit._in haY'~ 
po~~ er to rare for children, fo1· educati0n 
from the olcrnt n!Hry ·whool to the socond,.try 
school, t~- ~oo~ ~~tey ~rt g~lleries, hotols, fire 

.tHJ."rnLu:::.. 111ftnnancs, gas and w1.ter, 
end lighting. and dairies for the chil
drC'n'c: 1nilk. In England and Scotland, owing 
to the wi eh: pmn 1' that arc given, they look 
at things from the b10ad standpoint of doing 
thP bc~t for the DPoplc, and they h:,,ve ,a 
n1nro dPrnoeratiC' franchi':o than thcv ha\ e 
here. Th0.v proYide for el0ctric light, gas, 
and other utilities. 

1\ir. ELPHIJ;S1'0XE: Yet they havo nevm
had a Labour Governme1,t. 

Mr. FORDE: They are ~C;Oing to have '' 
Labour Government. It is coming. The 
mnnicipalitios in Great Britain have better 
services than the municipalities in Queens
land in respEct to tramways, electric lightinff 
gas. and so on. vVe know that, in the p'lst, 
under certain Orders in Council, th_- matter 
of lighting has been left in the hands of 
monopolies. V.' G on this side are oppDsed to 
that. We think all these ntilitif·q should bo 
< ,lntrol1ed by the people living in the munir.i
Tn]ity. Tho opposition that is co!ning frorn 
the other side is only the onposition to every 
refor;n measuro introduced into this Chambc r. 
l\1cmbors opposit0 b('licvo in just hanging 
on. but wn are thP Gcvernrr.0nt t.hat estab
lieh precedents. \Vc do things, and we do 
not talk a'\ much as hon. mm11bcrs opposite. 

An OPPOSITIOll ME}!BER: YDu do talk. 

Mr. FOR DE: You couldn't if vou tried. 
The electors now ''·ill elt=:r·t thf' ma;or. That 
will be a good thing. The hon. mc.mbcr 
for To(nvong, I prcsnn1e, 'v:ill npycr again 
occupy the mayoral chair if tho whole of the 
people of Greater Brisbane have the say. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I conld heat you, anyway. 

Mr. FORDE' It is a good thing that the 
eledions will be held in March, so that after 
the 1st July it will be possible for the people 

to ha Ye Labour councils governing tho local 
bodies Df Quecnoland. (Hear, hear!) 

Hon. IV. H. BARllES: I thou<e;ht the:.- wcr•J 
nou-political. 

:C.Jr. FOHDE: \Ye know that any council 
c£ ;,yhich the hon. mernbcr is a mombrr is 
political, and bitterly political. I am glad 
the I-Imne Department 'vill giye the locrrl 
authorities as~istance in prepariug the roll, 
bcca:_l~C V' 'rant to had-' tLd rolls UI) to date. 
\"T" want to sco that there is no undue dclav 
in preparing them. I am glad. also, to sea 
that provision will be mo,dc for a certificate 
of competency for local authority clerk·. 

Ono important matter touched upon by the 
Home Secretary is the dilapidated. buildings 
to be found in different part of Queensland. 
·which arc not properly looked after b:
municipalitio' at the preeont timo. Probablv 
the friends of members opposite own those 
bni!dimrs, and so they do not want them 
to be interfered with. I am one of thoso 
who think that it is the duty of the lDC;<l 
governing body to see that there shall be a 
better system in the future. 

Then the local governing bodies will have 
the pcwcr tD exempt old-age pensioners, 
soldiers, and poor widows from rates. (Oppo
sition laughter.) Of course, I know that 
members opposite have no sympathy wrth 
the widow---th~lt an their f'\L!.l1,.ct1n.~ is for thf' 
big profiteer and the landiord, the men who 
put the boodle into the fighting fnnds of 
their partios. Therefore, it is rif,;·ht that 
some of tho members on this side should 
YC•ice their opinions in favour of the poor 
unfortunate widows. (Renewed Oppcs1tion 
htughter.) Hon. members may laugh at 
thosr- puor people; but C'Y<::ry hun1ane person 
A:nnpathi~rs with theru. 

'The CHAIR::\1AN : Order ! Order ! 

Mr. FORDE: It is quite a good provision 
'o make. I think that the repeal of the 
1 :.n1jtatlon of the gene-ral rate is a good 
thin' bL:cansr~ I kno\Y that in Rockhampton 
tlH' r, tP:-; ha \"f") beE'n raised to the rna:xin1um 
allo\vablc und~,,~ the Act, rnd an an1endment 
in this ditedion i~ urgently ncodcd. I sin
' oreh· hope that the Home Secretary will 
:_;:,.::e thv'" the nccc:- "arv Inachinery is put into 
opPrRtlon, ~o that th~ere Inay be an election 
at the proper time. and that the workers, 
the pl'oduc, iS of Queensland, will have 1l1l 

cy1portunit_v of voting for t ·uly democratic 
n•nn,~:<,cntat1Yf'.S, Incn ,-d1o stand for the 
pc~plc, th0 whol€' of the people< tho pro
rlurcrs of the rnrnn1unib.~. and not for tho 
landlords and profiteer', \d1o are rcprec,entcd 
b .. ~ mcn1brrs opposltP. 

Hon. \V. H. BARKES' Arc there no land
lordc on the opposite side of the House? 

~Ir. FOR DE: There are fair-minded men 
on this side of the Ho'lse, and I feel sure 
that the introduction of this measure, to 
''hi oh the people of Queensland have looked 
fcrward so long, will stand to the lasting 
credit of t11E' Homo Secretary as having been 
the Minister to introduce a progressive 
ITlP<J,,UrC'. 

Mr. BEBBIJ'\GTOI'\: It is very interesting 
to find members on that side taking up so 
mnch of the time of their own party in this 
busi neee of " if vou scmtch my back, I'll 
SDratch vonrs." The hon. member who has 
just spoken said that, in a certain citv, the 
iocal council had reached the maximum 
of tflxation. I bclim·e that there is no 
restriction on the taxation by councils at the 

}.fr. Bebbington.] 
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present time. That restriction has been 
rerrwyed. 

Mr. FORDE: Ask the Home Secretary. 
Mr. BEBBINGTO:-.J: The hon. member 

ought to have known that before he started 
to speak. I woul-d call his attention to an 
address the present Minister for Public 
Instruction made to the local authorities. He 
said he was going to provide them with 
abundance of funds for building their main 
roads and filling any other requirements in 
their areas. That raised them to the tip
toe of expectation, wondering whore_ he was 
going to get the money from, and what 
amount he was going to give them. When 
they resumed after lunch the Minister said 
he was simply going to remove the limitation 
on their taxation powers and allow them to 
tax themselves. 

The SECRETARY FOR PDBLIC INSTRUC1'ION : 
Hear, hear! That's it. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Compare that with 
the statement of the last speaker that a 
certain city council had reached the maximum 
of taxation. 

J'IIr. FoRDE: It was not a Labour council, 
either. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Then the hon. gentle
man dealt with the franchise in England and 
the works carried out by the municipal 
councils there. The reason is that they are 
not Labour >f' Juncilc,~thcv l'Cnrcscnt the 
people. The franchise in Englai:td to-day is 
sin1pJy re"'idence or oecupation. 11 he person 
who resides in the cottage has the vote. We 
ought to have had that years ago. Of course, 
I know that every resident here can get 
the vote if he wishes to pay the taxes. 

;>,fr. FRY: That is right; if he pays the 
rates he gets the vote. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: There is nothing to 
prevent any tenant paying the taxation and 
deducting the amount and getting th<e vote. 
Some time ago a SouthPrn judge made a 
wonderful discovery. He discovered that the 
people who bought goods at the stores paid 
the taxes of that storekeeper. \Vo have 
· omo .-,f our politicians on the other si do 
making iust as great a discovery. Any 
person who has .any reason must know that 
a business man rn,nst put the amonnt of his 
tcxes on to the goods he sells. 'What other 
mc·ans has he of paying them? He has only 
the on0 means of making his monev, and 
that is by the goods he ·turns over." 

-:\h-. FoRDE : He charges sufficient to cover 
th0 rates. 

ivir. BEBBTNG'TON: Certainly he does. 
I have g-one into the matter very carefuily, 

T find that the cost of living in Queens
has increased exactlv in the same ratio 

as tho taxes which have been put on the 
taxpayer. The Government imposed the 
1 ex : therefore. il. 'Y have• to be added on 
to the cost of living: 

The CHAIRMAN : Order I 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I am dealing with 
thi.'-' mnttcr of franchise and hnYing n vote' 
nnd paying the taxes. I say the cost of living 
increases according as taxation increases
that it has to be put upon the cost of living. 
(Government interruption.) 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Had there been no 
increase of taxation, there would have been 
very little increase in the cost of living. 

[11Ir. Bebbington. 

The one has kept step by step with the 
other. 

The TREAS1;RER: If there were no taxation 
the cobt of living would be nothing'? 

Mr. BEBBIKGTON: You cannot increase 
taxes without increasing the cost of living. 

The CHAIRJI,fAN : Order ! I point out 
to the hon. member that this is not a taxa
tion proposal at all. He must deal with the 
resolution before the Committee. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I say it is a taxation 
proposal. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I cannot 
permit the hon. member to argue in that way 
when < cllc-d to order. I ask the hon. 
member to deal with the resolution before 
the Committee. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I say the increased 
taxation of the local authorities will increase 
the cost of liYing. I certainly would not 
disagree with your ruling at any time, Mr. 
Chairman. (Laughter.) There is another 
thing I want to stress. The Home Secretary 
has not informed us yet whether all State 
industries which are run for profit are going 
to pay taxes under this Bill. I would like 
the hon. gentleman to inform me on that 
point. 

The HOME SECRETARY : If you sit down I 
will have the Bill put through and printed, 
and hand you a copy inside ten minutes. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: We feel sure that 
provision is not in the Bill. Once you admit 
the principle of taxation of State industries 
which are competing with private industries, 
the State industries must go down. 

Mr. COLLINS: What rot ! 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : The first thmg I 
would do would be to make them pay the 
city council anrl shire council rates, the same 
!lS any other private business. That is what 
1 want the Home Secretary to do. Places 
like the State timber-yard are cutting- up 
our strncts. I know one little vard the State 
uses for their businec .. The· previous tax
payer paid £80 a year. I rang up the eit . .v 
clerk and he gave me the ,amount. I said 
to him, "Of cour;;e, the Government pa.vs 
nothing." "Oh, no," he sa.id. "we had to 
put extra on the other taxpayers." 

The Ho:,rE SECRETARY: Are vou a ratepayer 
in Brisbane? ~ · 

Mr. BRBBINGTON: I am a ratepayer 
in Queensland, anyhow, and thio is going to 
afftc-f bc·rrri_;c.-c the ::<1Jf1:'> thin,?: ap])lif>s- ~n 
over Queensland. It applies to Toowoomba, 
"nd I am a ratepa ver there. 

A GovER;.r~IEKT i\bi\!BER: Are vou a rate-
pa~. er of Cambooyn? ' 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: YP-, I am. I have 
a fair amount of interest in this Bill. What 
I disagree with most is that you can put a 
certain number of men on to making a rail
way, a main road. or anything else through 
a shiro council's a.rea, and those m.cn might 
control the expenditure of that shire and 
run them into an 8Xpeme of thous~tnds of 
pounds, and immediately put their swags on 
their backs and clear out. I maintain thev 
should be allowed on only one roll. If you 
send men up from Brisbane or elsewhere to 
work on the roads or the railways, they 
have no right to have a vote in that shire. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC"CLTURE : They 
would be on only one roll. 
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Mr. BEBBING'l'ON: It would be quite a 
different thint4 to what it is now. 

Mr. Fonlll:: If you had your way, they 
would be on no roll. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The hon. member 
must have a. very bad mind. People express 
what is in their own minds. I am sorry to 
see the hon. member come clown so low. 
(Laughter.) 

The CI-IAIRMA~ : Order ! 

~rr. DEBBL07GTOI\r: I-Ic seon1s to haYo 
taken a step dovvn somehow. (Rcne;vcd 
l.aughtc·r.) 

7;): There are quite a 
tho Bill with w:,ich 

especially th2 giving· 
lo('J_l authorities to 

\Ya \vidcnjng the 
in a nl.nnbcr n,att(.rs. l~ut th-e-re 
m,-tttor of t1v fr:' IH:l1i Je I think of 
the grentc:::t ! cnuntrv. At. the 

tin1c ~1uthnrities Ure run by 
'IYho are intcl'f·--tcd, e)pecially 

publ1o pOlrlL of view, in the Yariou3 
whil'h the;• work. It is oniy fc ·.sible 
thc:v \· .. :)uld give eycr5· rJttention to 

tbo:;r; oarticular sLircs, in orrlcr 
th··ir If the fran,hiso 

l~ a lot of DCOD12 

for mL rn b~rs ~of 
not ha.vc th ~ re'"pon-

1vh:d1 arc on t~le nt}v;r people. 
a, Pumbcr of !1on. me1nbers have 

that the electors }Jay a number of taxes. 
tl~at ('\~PTV c-,'-'Ctur, \YhPn lw is pur

the variou's cunnnodities t-hnt ho U.5es, 
pay a, number c-f h~xes inrlir"'dly. but 

ratrpayt.'l~, 1)ay -e.ll those r .1.n1c t.nxe::;J and) 
in addition, hccve to pa.v the rates. I t:,inlc 
therefore. that tll~:: mterests of the !oral 
authorities will he l•_ Ltcr looked after if the 
fra:nrhis-:: i'-; ern1fined to ratcnavcrs alone. 
Annthc:r ob.1Pction tD the u:::~ of ~the parlia.
Incntar~T roll iu th t if, as has b~~cn stated 
dnring- the dclmtc. as fl result of tlw exten
sion of tho frunchi:·e to all parJigmontar:v 
Ploctors, r ouncillors m a' be elected \\ho are 
nns~:mpnthetic to the r ·l h~pa.yers, \Vorks IT! ay 
bP nndcrtaken that will lw greatly to the 
adYantage of nomadic clectors-rnen 'vho are 
not narticularh· interested in the particular 
distr.ict---and ,;,,hen the \\·ork is done those 
pPoph can rno\·e frorn th0; district and }Gave 
the responsibility for thr~ pt·, yrncnt for those 
v:orks on tlH~ shoulders of the ratepayen< 
There ar0 cr:rtain directions in ,vhich it is 
proposed by the Bill to < -ctcnd the powers of 
lo< d authorities "-ith \vhich I ngrec. par
ticnlari.Y the" e affcctillg the h~·alth of the 
eom1nunitv and the 0r[ldication of slurns. 
lfortunaL~~l~-, I C01ne fron1 n litt}c country 
town whore I Lm quite proud to say we have 
no sJums and no cottagf ~ that al'e not abso
lutely hygienic and habitable in eYCl':V vvay. 
I am only sorry to think that other elec
torates arc not so fortunate. 

The I-IoJJ\ SElHF.TARY: There ar<J not slun1 
ln·( 'lS in C'Yery district. 

}Ir . .:\'OTT: The soonf!r locaJ authorities 
arc giYcn power to fiea.l \Vlth thc"3C rnnt.tcrs 
thP b-tAtC'r. 13ut ~lt:t11S, in all cast~, arc not 
altogetlH-~r tht~ fault of tllP local anthcrities. 
In .';luJy ~ases tllCY, are br;mght a~bout by the 
lllCPVHh~H~S WhG !llDflhlt ~.lOli.l. lb IS an old 
saying that a pjg is ahvays a pig, quite 
irl'espectiYc of the hon ,ing provided for 
him, and that remark is equally applicable 
to some p-eople. However, th.ere is no doubt 

th,;t the existenu of slums is a thing that 
will be very harcl to overcome. I suppose 
there will alwa,-s be slums, especially in big 
ccntros of popuiatlon. 

The HO~lE SECRETARY: Not if the local 
a uthoritie; do a wn.y with dilapidated 
buildings. 

.i\Jr. NOTT: Tlw hon. member fm Rock
h:unpton said that the propo2ed extension 
of the fraErhi~:J .• ill be nuuscat!ng to the 
Libr~ral"'. I adm_it tha.t it will certainly be 
ncPI!:.cating to great n1aey Liberals, and to 
a great n1a·1y of the 8tatc. 

Mr. \V. CoorER: DJ ~·ou belong to the; 
Lil·Dra.l party or to the Farn1crs' party? 

JI.Ir. NOTT : I belong to the Primary 
rs' -Cnion. (Laughter.) I arn a memH 

of the Cnuntry party, and I am quite cer
that before vcrv long wo shall be the 

rty hrrr. "eo<pccia 11} as class legi3-
!1'< nli", '.1/i(>nlng- of t11e franchi::o 

" m h"-'riallv in jnercasir1~ our nuln
bt:·rs. I.~t,,•r o:~. I llone that it w-ill place us 
in po.~··<~l -:ion nf th·· Govcnnnent benches. 

'll"r. \1.-. Cc·•PER: Then, why oppose this 
1cgi;:.lation .,, 

l\lr. f.J()TT: A O'Oocl drnl hJs hecn said in 
r1~gnrd to GoYC'l:n·~ncnt C'Dh">.rnriscs, a.nd thP. 

· n;•n1b(r ff-.r Dn1Ytcn \",-j::-hcd to know if 
cPt•·rp1·: Ci'3 vTr---~Jd hnY0 to pay rates 

r this Bill. rrhat jq a qtH::;:;tion every 
ru· 1nlY'r on tl1i', f:itle i~ ? .. n:xious to have 

in the' affirm. live. \Ve think that 
sboulcl · b0 made to pay 

hon. nH mbcr for Rockhampton 
r· t the Bill it::01f is a ''"idening 
,- f E:'llt{ rprisf'S. The late rF~'eren-
dunl -:;hovrcd Yf'ry lJ]:•inly th<lt a Yery large 
m~·jorit~~ of Jhc ,<,l0eor~ of this State were 
net in favour of State botch 

The Cf-L\IR.'.L\:\1: nrder' would ask 
thr hon. 1~1e:l'l~wr to r •nflnc his re::r~arks to 
the QU~ tion before tlw Committee. 

T\fr. ?\OTT: I tnust tlpologi-;e, I a1n sure 
thn t the proposed rrlteration o£ the franchise 
will not bo rcc,,iverl fa,·0urably b:c the 
elector·. Per-nngJlv. I sha 11 hav0 vny great 
p1rasur€ in voting Rga1nst the Bill, espccia~ly 
because of the proposal to alter the fronch1se 
in the n1anncr proposed. 

Question put and pas~0d. 

Tho How" rcs•JmN1. The CHAJR)!AN 
rcportnd that the Committ< ·.• ha.d come to a. 
resolution, and the reso1ution wns agreed to 
by the House. 

Fm.sT READJ~G. 
The Dill was read a first time. and the 

second reading was made an Order of the 
Day for 2}'fon~lay 11rxt. 

WHEAT POOL BILL. 

RETURNED FRQ}I CoUNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
a mes' ng-e from thn Council returning this 
Bill without amendment. 

ADJOliRN:MENT. 

The PRE::YHER: I move-That the House 
do now adjourn. The business on Mgnday 
will b,· the second nadings of the Common
wealth Powers (Aerial Navigation) Bill and 
the Local Authorities Act Amendment Bill. 

Que,tion pu~ and passed. 
The House adjourned at 8 o'clock p.m. 

Hon. E. G. Theodo1·e.] 




