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304 Speciel Adjournment. [ASSEMBILY.] Questions.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Fribay, 26 NoveMmpeR, 1920,

Tho SprakER (Hon. W. Dertram, Maree)
took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock p.m.

QUESTIONS.
Danp WHEAT.
Mr. BQL),D'

Secretary for

N (Toowoonba) asked the
iculture and Stock—

“1. Is he aware that a quantity of the
present wheat vield is d‘lmp, and, there-
fore, of inferior quality ?

“ 2. Have the millers refused to accept
smh wheat for storage?

Have cortain Brisbane merchants
refu%d to dispose of this wheat on behalf
of their customers under 9. per bushel ?

4. Will he see that such wheat is per-
mitted to be sold immediately at the
market rates, about 8s. per bushel, other.
wise it will deteriorate to such an extent
in a short period as to be valusless?”’

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Facham) replied—

“1 to 4. As the hon. member is aware,
the Wheat Harvesting Bill is expected to
become law within a few dayvs; mean-
while, a3 the terms of the Bill are now
known, it is expected that all interested
will execreise common sense. I have no
power to give permits to deal with the
property of the farmers.”

HavirToxy Corp STORES RAILWAY.

Mr. PETRIE (Zoombul) asked the Sec-
retary for Railways—

“1. In view of the cold stores and
wharves now being erected at the
Hamilton, is it the intention of the
Railway Department to duplicate the
railway line from Hagle Junction to
Pinkenba ?

2, If so, have all the necissary sur-
veys been made with regard to this line,
and the connecting up of the 1a11way
with the cold stores and wharves?

“3. Will he furnish particulars to the
Housc as to the progress of this work and
when it is likely to be completed 7"’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
{Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied—

‘1. Not at present.
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“92 and 3. The survey for a branch
line from Whinstanes to the site of the
cold stores has been made, but the work
has not yet been commenced.”

Busz NURSING SCHEME.

Mr. FORDY (Rockhampiosn)
Home Secretary—
“Will he g sideration to the
question of esta a_bush nursing
scheme for Queensland, ’naknm provision
for the appointment of trained nurscs to
care for sick women and children in the
bush centres of the State?”

The IIOME SECRETARY
McCormack, Cairns) uphod—

“Such a scheme 13 under cousidera-
tion.”

asked the

(Hon, W,

RAVAGES OF BANANA BEETLE.

Mr. KING (Lomm) azked the Sccretary
for Agucul ure and Stock—
“ Ias the Covernment any intention
of establishing a State nurscry, with a
view to combdimg the ravage: of the
banana beetlo 7’
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
replied—
“The establishment of such a nursery
is under my consideration.”

STRIRE AT B4BINDA Sudar AIILL.

Mr. CATTERMULL (Musyruve) avwed the
Trea,smel“~—

“1. Is it a fact that the sccond and
third engincers at the Pabinda Central
Sugar Mill have gone oubt on strike?

2. I3 ip a fact that the cause of their
striking was the refusal of the manager
to pay them a wage higher than the
award rate, both for the future and retro-
spectively to June last?

“ 3. If not,
action?

whst is the cause of their

“4, Is the chief cngineer at present
carrying on alone at the mill, and is
there any danger of the mill LLi osed
down by reason of the engineers’ action?

“5. What action does
take in the matter?”

he propose to

The TREASURER (I{on. J. A. Fihelly,
Puaddingion) replied—
“ 1., Members of the Amzﬂgamatod

Society of IEnginecrs, including the
second and tl’vud engineers, ceased work
at the Babinda Mill on the 19th instant,
as a 1 of a judgment of the Court
of Industrial Arbitration, which excluded
certain members of the S()(‘i(?f)’, such as
drillers, turners, ete., from the benefit of
an award which operated from the 12th
October last.

2. No.
“ 3. Sce reply to No. 1.

« 4. The chief engineer is not carrying
on alonc; the matter was referred to
the industrial magistrate, and work was
resumod on the 20th instant.

«“5 1 do not propoze to take any
further action.”
1920—w
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AGENT-GENERAL'S EXPENSES.
Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) asked the Chief

Secretary—
“1. Will he give the House detailed
puarticulars of the item ° Advances, £923
Is. 10d.,” referred to by the Auditor-
General as« an item of enss In con-
appointment of Hr. J.

nection with the
M. Hunter as Agent-Ceneral ?

“2 Is it customary to charge to con-
sotidated revenue the cost of travelling
bags uscd by public rervants?

$3 M not, why was this
sanctioned ?

“4. To whom do the bags in guestion
belong 7

The PREMIER
Chillegoe) replied—
1. This amount is made up wholly of
cherques dravn against a lettor of eredit.
The Agent-General will be requested to
<upp|y details of the expenditure.
‘2. This amount includes no expen-
diture for bags.
3. See answer to No. 2.
‘4. Bee answer to No, 2. When bags
are purchased by the Government they
remain the property of the Government.”

charge

(Hon. E. G. Theodore,

AcCCIDENTS ON RACECOURSES.

Mr. VOWLES
Genoral—

Ilas his atfention been directed to

a xecent fatal aceident at Kedren Park
Racecourse, in Brisbane?

“2. How many accidents—(a) f
otherwise—have occurred on this
course during the past thiee years?

asked the  Aftorney-

al, ()

racce-

“ 3. Will he cause a report to be made
as to the safety of this ocourse for

93>

racing ?
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Mullan, Flinders) replied——
“1-and 3. These questions .zhould be
addres-ed to the Hon. the Promicr.
“2. I would suggest that the hon.
memper communicate with the gecretary
of the race club concerned.”

(Ton. J.

OFFICIALS IN PARLIAMENT ACT
AMENDMENT' BILL.
THiRD Rranivg.
Thoe ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I beg to
‘nove—

“That the Bill be now read a third

time.”’

2y, VOWLES (Dalby): I called ¢ Not
formal” to this Bill for the purpos: of giving
hon. members sitting behind the Government
another opportunity of considering the posi-
tion before this Bill passes thxs Chamber.
We sce by the papers this morning that thoe
Government have found it nccessary to go
irr for retrenchment in the public scrvice—
that large numbers of workmen arc being
dcplned of their means of livelihood. No
doubt, that is the result of the financial posi-
tion, and I do not complain of their doing
it if it is necessary; but I do complain that
they should deprive men of their means of
livelihood and at the same time be generous

Mr. Vowles.]




306 Oficials in Parlioment

to themsilves.  Are they going to create

2nother big billet absorbing public morey,
h i being taken out of the mouths of the
wives and children of these workmen? (Hear,
hear !} We hear these gentlemen talk in
the &ham of protectors of the needy, the
neople who advocate the claims of the widow
and orphans, but when they get a chance to
put their professions into practical effect
they fail. They go in for more expenditure,
whilst at the same time they become a party
to depriving little children of their food at
Christmas time, and refer them to charity—
Government charity—in order that they may
have the necessaries of life.

Mr. Wem: Why don’t you blame the Philp
delegation?

Mr. VOWLES: What is the good of the
hon. member introducing a foreign question?
Even so, that would be all the more reason
why the Gov crnment should be economical,
if they are short of funds; and the persons
whom~ the Government plofess to protect
should get the benefit of what public money
there is and not persons already in receipt
of very good incomes. I do not want to
labour this matter. 1 simply want to give
hon. members opposlte an opportunity to
express their views, because these matters
have come to light in the morning papers,
and we did ‘not know them yesterday when
we discussed the previous stages of the Bill.

Mr. MOORE {(Aubigny): I do not want
to criticise the Government for effecting a
certain amount of economy if they find it
necessary, but they should not talk economy
one day and then refuso to put it into effect
the next day. Economy should apply all
round. If there is going to be economy out-
gide, there should be economy inside. There
is no occasion for the appointment of another
Ministor that I can see. In all the speeches
we heard from the Government side yester-
day, I did not find one single solid reason
why a new Minister should be appointed.

The ATTorNEY-GENEmAL: You are one of
the men who advocated it in the last Parlia-
ment.

Mr. MOORE: I advocated the appoint-
ment of a Minister of Health. That does
not mean a new Minister. I think that the
Minister of Health should be separato from
tho Home Department. It only involves &
reshuffling of the positions.

The PreExiER: A new Under Secretary and
a new staff.

Mr. MCORE: Why a new Under Secre-
tary? This new Minister means a new
staff,

The HoMe SECRETARY: What  other

Minister would you put the Health Depart-
ment under?

Mr. MOORE: I would take it from the
Hoeme Department.

The HOME SECRETARY:
put it ?

Mr. MOORE: I would not mind. Give it
to the man who has least to do—the man who
does not look after the details of his office
so that other Ministers have to do it. When
the poel’flon is such that retrenchment is
neceszary, 1 say that it Is not a fair thmg
to appoint a new Minister. I am quite
prepared to admit that some Ministers, such
as the Bome Secretary, have more work
than a Minister can properly undertake.

[Mr. Vowles.

Where would you

[ASSEMBLY.]

Act Amendment Bill,

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is going into details, and I do not intend
to allow it at this stage.

MOORY : I do not propose to go into
I merely intend to support the hon.
member for Dalby. If retrenchment is neces-
sary, this is a bad time to appoint a new
Minister, and I strongly object to it.

Hox. J. G. APPEL (4lbert): 1 appeal to
hon. members sitting on the Treasury
benches cven now to hold their hands I
have not advocated the appointment of an
additional Minister, and T am all the more
impressed with the belief that it is not a

wise thing at the present moment to add
another Minister to the strength of the
Treasury benches. When I spoke on the

sccond reading of the Bill, I had informa-
tion that a certain number of Government
employees had received notice of dismissal.
Since I spoke last night I see that the number
of men who have to leave their employment,
particularly in the Railway Department, is
very large indeed. There are men there
who have been employed for years and were
engaged 1n the construction of absolutely
necessary  rolling-stock—rolling-stock  neces-
sary to cope with the traffic on the lines—to
replace worn-out stock; and yet, despite those
facts, it is proposed that another Minister
shall be appointed, with all the attendant
cost. 1 quite admit that the actual incrcase,
2o far as salsry is concerned, is a_ mere
bagatelle; but it is the principle that is
involved at the present time. (Hear, hear!)
It is also a fset that not ounly the salary of
the Minister himself is concerned hut the
establishment of an additional department,
and we all know, taking into consideration
the cost of other dopmtment~ ‘rnaf that will
amount to several thousand pounds. If the
gentlemen who ave adwministering the Trea-
sury will only view tho position, tne‘v mush
surely cormlvdo that, by holding their hands
al the present time, the expenditure saved
will probably enable them to retain in the
service of the State a considerable number
of railway employees—old servants upor
whom it will come very hard indeed, especi-
ally at this period, to lose positions they
have held for so many years.

I make this final appeal. It does not matter
what our politics may be—whether we are
sitting on this or that side of the House.
The fact should appeal to every member
of this Chamber that, when it is necessary
tn dispense with the services of old servants
who are engaged in absolutely neceszary
work, this corsiderable expenditure should
not be entered into. Hvery member who
reflects upon the matter, and rcalises the
action thai is being taken by the Railway
Department, must come to the conclusion
that this should ccrtainly be delared for at
least six months, in erder to enable the
amount that will be necessary to establish
this department to be expended in the reten-
tion of these old servants of the State who,
at this particular time of the year, find it
comes very hard upon them and their families
to have their services dispensed with.

Mr. CORSER (Burnctt):
aniendment to the qucmon~to delete the
word “now,” and at the end of the question
to insert ‘‘ this day six months so that we
might Hme an opportunity of reviewing the
whole position of the State before this Bilf

1 rise to move an

is finally dealt with. We know trouble
has been met with in all departments
of the State. We have instances, even
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in  to-day’s Press, of harsh treatment
having been meted out, no doubt against
the wishes of the Government. Tt has
found ne v to retrench In the Railway
Department.  Since that has been found
essential, I do not ses why we should pro-

¢}

vide a greater amount of the Government’s
purse o1 the convenicnce of Ministers of

this Parliament. I sincerely hepe the Houso
will take into consideration the position we
have to face, and see if it is not wise for us
£ pend  the immediate pasesi f is
Bill threugh ite third reading. in order thut
thhe whole position of the State may be
revised during the next few months, and we
will then have a better opportunity of knowing
whether these depurtments warrant the
assistance of a further Minister or whethey
1t is to be the continued policy to retrench—
which no section would hke to see.

The ¥YreEMIER: Do you not regret your
action in regard to the delegation?

Mr. CORSER: My action with regard to
the delegation has been nil, and I think
some of the charges made by the Premier
against the delegation are false and
unfounded. If the dclegation injured the
credit of the State, it has not the support
of the Country party in that regard.

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. CORSER: We have to face things
now, and we do not want to be looking at
false issues. The Government have landed
us in a certain positicn, and we should not
try to feather the nest of the Cabinet by
finding more ¢ perks” for Ministerial offices
when so many of the Stats’s employees have
to be turned adrift to try and find work
for themselves. No doubt, the Government
have had to take upon themselves a duty
they do not like. They have had to face
what was considered to be the best thing.
It is unfortunate that bad government and
mismanagement have made this necessary. I
thereforec move the amendment.

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani): I rise to support
the amendment. I have listened very atten-
tively to the statement of the case, and I
think there can be no two opinions that
this is not an opportune time fo make this
appointment. That is so, not only on account
of the expense connected with the appoint-
ment of another Minister; we must rems m-
ber all the attendant expense attached to it.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is now repeating an argument that has
been used a dozen times. I do not propose
to allow tedious repetition.

Mr. SWAYNE: It seems to me that one
or two phases in connection with this ques-
tion have not hitherto been raised or replied
to. I notice that the contention on the other
side of the House was largely that the estab-
lishment of various State enterprises required
the appointment of another Minister. I
should like to point out that the people of
Queensland have distinctly stated on two
occasions within the last few weeks that thev
do not want those State enterprises. First
of all, we had a general election on 9th
October. which resulted in a general con-
demnation of the polier of this Government;
and, of course, we know that State enter-
prises are the most prominent feature in
their policy.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! The

hon. gentleman is not in order in making a
second reading speech.

K
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Mr. SWAYNE: No. But I am urging that
the matter should be held over for six
months to give us a further opportunity of
considering it. 1 do not think the points
I have just raised have been considersd by
the House. Further, on 30th October there
was snother expression of opinion in regard
to State enterprises. You remember, Sir,
that State enterprises largely came into the
discussion on this subject and were advanced
as a reason for tho establishment of this
portfolio. Leaving out the question as to
the continuance or not of the liquor trade,
one thing which was stated by the electors
was that they did not want State oonbrol.
Although the opinions were not so widely
separated upon the main point, they were
most decided on the point that they did not
want State control. Therefore, I think that,
instead of appointing another Minister on
the plea of increased work arising from State
enterprises, it would be falling in with the
views recently expressed so strongly by the
people of Queensland to withdraw the opera-
tions connected with State enterprises, and
not incur the expense of a new department
largely brought ahout by their existence.
Another point which T think requires further
consideration is, whether the work has really
increased to such an extent as to demand the
appointment of another Minister. I think
it was urged that since 1896 thers has been
a big increase in the work. T think such is
not the case. At that time there were three
very important departments in the hands
of the State Ministry which thev have not at
present. They were Customs, defence (naval
and military matters), and post and tele-
graphs.  Furthermore, Ministers did not
then have the labour-saving facilities which
they now enjov. They did not have the
extensive use of telephones, and, most cer-
tainlv, thev did not have the motor-cars
which Ministers now have. Those two items
alone must save Ministers a considerable
amount of time and make their work far
easier. Altogether, T think anybody who reads
the debates will recognise that the case made
out has been a very poor one. I auite realise
that a further appointment has its attrac-
tions to hon. gentlemen on the other side;
but if they have six months to think it over,
possibly. on the score of duty alone, they will
realise that this is not the time to make the
appointment.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba):
I would like to support the amendment
moved by the hon. member for Burnett.
I would like to take this opportunity of
sayving that in the propaganda put before
the country by the Nationalists it was Iaid
down verv clearly and distinctly that, as far
»s the Minister of Labour was concerned, it
did not mean an additional Minister or

salary.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That was not
stated.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: At cvery meeting
1 addressed in connection with the campaign,
I laid it down very clearly that, as far as the
party with which 1 was associated was con-
cerned. it did not necessitate any increased
expenditure; but we recognised that the
industrial question was one of the moest
jimportant in the Commonwealth and the
State, and we considered a Minister was re-
quired to give special consideration to that
rart of the service. We have to recognize
that this is no new feature of the Govern-
ment. T think this is the third ocecasion

Mr. T. R. Roberts.]
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on which an astempt has been made to
pass this particular Bill. Without going into
any question as to whether there is sufficient
work or not, I want to say the time is not
opportune for, and the financial position of
the State does not warrant, the increased
expenditure under this head. Tt has to be
recognised that in every phasze of industry
to- @a"—m the Commonwealth and in all
parts of the world—men might be able to
do certain things if they can produce the

capital, but they have to get into line Wlth
the money available, Under these condi-
tions, I say Ministers must, cn this important

occasion, be prepared to make some sacrifices.
Reference has been made this afternoon to
the unfortunate position in which we find
ourselves in connection swith the Ipswich
workshops. I have several instances of the
position as far as unemployment is con-
cerned, but I have onc in particular which
appmls to me at this moment when this
motion is before the House. We have, at
Toowoomba, a young fellow who, just prior
to the outbreak of war, had qualified for
eraployment in the railways. He enlisted
for his country’s defence, and on his return
made application to the Commissioner for
Railways for employment in the position
for which he had qualified. He was told
that in the meantime he had reached a
cortuin age ar which, under the indest
award, thoy could not afford to employ him
and pay the wage prescribed.

The SPEAKER: Ovder!
Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: Under these cir-

cumastanees, we have every justification for
urging that the Governy nent night, at this
moment, well withhold its hands in :
matter of increased expenditure. I do not
think there can be any phase which the
Ministers can put before us this afternoon
which will justify expenditure in this direc-
tion. I am not only in favour of the delaying
of this matter for six months, but against
the introduction of any measure to crecate an
additional Minister.

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton): I support
the amendment, for the simple reason tha
it will give us six months to see if we cannot
bring about some better financial position.

A GoveryMENT Mrmeer interjected.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: By the way things
are going on it will take this Government six

veu to change. 'T] are carrying ous
their doctrine of socialism.

The SPEAKER: Order!

My, BEBBINGTON: I am quite aware

that we can never lrmume things if we have
not got moncy to pay the workmen; but we
never get money to pay the men who are

discharged so long &s the present
Government remain in poswer. So long as
we have this extreme policy 1ed, we are
going to be in the same posit Not only
will we not be able to pay more Miniater:,
but we shaell get nearer the verge of ruin if
the Government follow the course they are
pursaing. I would liks to give the Govern-
moent months to repent of their evil ways
to see if we canuot bring about a better
state of things. (Government 1&\12}”’01') if
the Government would turn from their evil
ways and accept the assistance of the Country
D Ltv which stands for the increased pro-
duction of wealth, it would remedy the
situation.

The SPEAKER: Order!
[Mr. T. R. Roberts.

[ASSEMBLY.)
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T want to peint out

Lir. BEBBINGTON:

that ro provision Leen snade for finding
reoney for any public serv or any other
person in the en of tho Government, It

1sogll pe g out ¥ The Geo 1ment
shaul ot their atten o the means
of p o e werlth th ch to pay
their o .‘n‘ vees,  So long ax they stick fo
the g wrioa of paying out and 1

pr for the production of we:

1 hev bo on the verge of b

1 ¢ in ‘1“)])()1«: he
the purposs ol ng ctho

0 to repent mn‘; furn

Cheir Wways, m';d to bring info

ion a pelicy of production instrad of

sp-en Uﬂ“‘

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (0
i )

money.

y: The ominous

o1

vhich serms to g weate the Govern-
Lenches rather yeminds me of the
‘r

hiippad child. I$ is quite cbvious that they

wl

arve not at ail napp" in the position in which
they

find them:slves at present. Th arc
on the one hi xnc‘ with the grasping
which pla wved vesterday of

uring to som‘ > the appoiutuent of o

ninth the uthm hand,
they B i ther
railway other ummu e

ta ml’mv‘ aml the !"}1]>‘OVU>~

to scek soleee and fort in any wa: they
like. =0 a2z the Government s not
s to is not a

me that it
ran exira

Mnister

to be mpbomwu
t has nothiug to
estion is this: That rotrene!
the of the Government at

it.  The
iment 18

3 poli 1 1
the present moment. It is not ,\mn ;u
them, but it is the outcome
behavmur in years gone by—t

result of their finanecial régime. Now thaf thc
are facum the corsequenc they are simpls
allowing the poor om’)lmoo“ whom they are

supposcd to represent to suffer, while they
protoct ‘rhm‘nsolv(‘-» to the uttermost farthing
1n stou to each Minister, so ther call it,

of their services. What would

the full k I
wert en for ancther six months

it be if the

following the cou they have pursucd
hitheric? I take it that there ave eight
salaried Ministers in this Iouss, and they

The nmth man is
of £500 per

propose to make it nine
already in receipt of a salary

annum, so that all that is SSATY 18 A
furthor £500. If eight of the Ministers will
forego PJO or £60 per um out of thelr
salaries, tho' weald sat the demands of
this ninth Minister. All they are asked to

forngo is about £50 or £60 per annnm. If this
amendment is ca arried, and the Bill deferred
for six ,nor‘ch:, it will mean £50 or £6) to

thom., On the other hand, they would have
some satisfaction in knowing that the
economy they are pre caching—the retrench-
ment they are practising—was, any rate,
first introduced amongst their own ranks. Tﬂ
am one who looks with a certain ount ot
trepidation inte the future with 1 tfo the

(‘\}’)fr]d iture of loan money. See mg that is
the poliey on which the Gmernmonf actually
s, it is obvious that the pruning-knife
which has been introduced into the Railway
Dcpartme‘n* is going to be m’no luced 1into
many other departments. Tt rather makes
one =mile, and almost weep, who*q vou think
of the numbers of men in their hundreds
who were put on to Government employment
immediately prior to the election, and now,
as soon as it is over, the need of a ninth
Minister to get an extra £400 or £500 per
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annum is of far more moment to the men
cecupying the Government bencehes than the
ing of hundreds or men in the Railway
Deparvtment.  Such iz the sincer: !
Governizent generalls, It s
entertaining to vefleer upon the ]
1 were made by the Premier and other
sants of the Government benches—that
refrenchment was to be the practice of the
Nationalists and farmers forces if theyv were
roturmned to Pavliament, It ¢ ; how hope-
Iv insincere and unreliable these stute-
s weve.  Let us hope that the peor,

working man, who looks for sal-
to  the gentiemen oceupving the
crnment benches, may now wake up and

that their own sclf-interest is cf vastly
greater importancs to them than the welfare
the masses of the workers in general,

) . FLETCURER (Dort Curtis): I would
like to s a few words before the amend-
ment 35 put. I think it iz an eveellent pro-
pozition to shelve the Bill for six months, so
that the Goverrment can review the position
see if they cunnot remcdel the depart-
ments of the State ana frame them on more
advanced lues, If they do that, they will
1i that the cight nisters we now have
are ample. Tf it is found that nine Ministers
are indispensable, thew I think they might
well pool theiv salarics, as ther have done
n the past. sceing the bad financial position
the State finds itself in. I think it most
~nt of themn to bring in a Bill of
:re when the Premier and his sup-
porters arve asking for our assistance in t
matter of cconomy. If the ques
economy is eliminated altogether, the aues-
tion of their humanitarian attitude towards
the neopie of the State comes in, and they
right still pool their salarics and give the
amount that would be represented by an
extra Minister to the poor for Christmas. I
think it would be an cxcellent thing to give
the Government six months’ time to reflect.
Ir. BrEXNaN: Did sour meat company do

-

Mr. FLETCHIER : Yes, they did. (Govern-
nt laughter,)

nie .

AMr. TAYLOR (Windsor): I desire to sup-
port the amendment. Why the Bill was
brought forward is to anr of us quite

inesplicable. Tf it had been brought forward
by the so-called Tory party, we should never
have heard the end eof it from members on
the other side. We should have been told
that they were cut to exploit the people and
did not care the toss of a button with regard
to the welfare of the workers of the State,
and that they were quite regardless of what
trouble and sorrow might be brought into
homes by retrenchment, which was being
practised while providing an additional port-
folio for another Minister.

Mr. Harrreey: Cutb it out.

It is only £500.

Rt !

The SPRAKKR: Order!

Mr. TAYLOR: 1t i+ all very fine for the
hon. meraber to talk aboui cutting it out,
and saylng that it s only £500.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Me. TAYLOR: W woll. I will confine

—+

y
to the mar of the amendnent.
lly, as has been <tatesl here this
we have not had dur tha whole
of the debate one valid reason
for an additior
remiarks ot the hon.

myself
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Oxley might well bhe taken to heart by
members on the other side, when he suggests
that, if the work is so difficult and hard to
carry on in a time of financial stress such
as we arc pas-ing through at the present
time, they might very well stick their hands
into their own pockets and make up the
additional amount required for the proposed
new Minister. It s only £500, as the hoa.
her for Fitzvoy said.  Well, let them

it out and their sincerity and

show
thev are snxious to help their country

in this fime when morey s so scarce. It is
evident. from the remarks made by various
Afinisters, that money is going to continue to
be scarce for some time to con and T do
rot think this iz an opport time to
increase expenditure by providing for another
salaried Minister. I desire to support the
amendment., and 1 really hore that the
Mianlster will accept 1t, and defer this matter
for six months. Probably, st the end of six
months, he will ke very glad that he did
so. and will then cut the whole business
out altegether.

Mr. FRY (Furilpe): I object to this Bill
going through at the present time. and
support the amendment. T could not give
a silent vofe on this question. especialle in
view of the faet that the Premier invited
the Opposition to assist hima to govern the
country with cconomy.

The SPEAKER: Order! I should like to
peint out to hov. members that the second
reading of this Bill was discussed very fully,
and that it is almost impossible to use argu-
ments which have not alrcady been stated.
on, members who have spoken have
indulged in a repetition of previous argu-
ments, and I want to point out, particularly
to new members, that tedious repetirion by
an hon. member, of either his own arguments
or of those used by other members, is nct
in order. I hope that hon. members will not
indulge in repetition.

Mr. FRY: It is my intention to hreak
new ground, and to point out that. if the
leader of the National party advocated the
appointment of a new Minister during the
clection campaign, he did not refer fo any
propesal like that contained in this Bill.

The SPEAKER: Order! That has been

said a dozen times.

MYV : It may have been, but I think
Jie statement i1s important. IHon. members
opposite do not like these statements, but
the people are looking for economy and
rotrenchment in the Government ranks, and,
if we pass this Bill, we shall be oppesing
the will of the people. I cannot sit still
in the Ifouse and give a silent vote on the
quostion. I shall support the amendment,
hecause I think the third reading of the
Rill should be deferred for six months.

Mr. TTARTLEY (Fitzroy): I cannot allow
this amendment to go without saying some-
thing on it. I intend to support the third
veading of the Bill, because I think that if
we had had a sharper and better control of
the Government departments previeusl
might not have come to the pesition
in to-dar. That, of course, <oes not entir
sccount for the present condition. I h
noticed that hon. members on the other side
have appealed to the workers outside in
relation to the retrenchment policy, which
has been suggested by the mewsnapers, and
I want to assure th hon. members that

Mr. Hartley.]
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I oam

the i

le of taking care cof
entrusted moe

T am ahso-
1t policy, and,
absolutely

oppos
persisted 1in

k for instructions from my supporters,
of the Government to scc

It iz the duty ) o
that the reuping of the bitter fruit cf the
- . N o

Philp delegation does not fall upon the

workers,

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, HARTLEY : Had the position in rela-
tien to loan mcneyr been different from what
it i3 at the present time, there would have
been no opposition to the pavment of this
particular Minister or any other Minister,

Mr. J. H. C. Roserts: Oh, yes; I am
against it,

My, HARTLEY: The hon. member—per-

ha iitke the Irishman—would always be
against anything introduced by this Govern-
ment. Hon, members opposite can be quite

content, and the workers outside can be quite
content, that their destinies arc safer in the
hands of moembers on this side of the House
than they would be in the hands of members
of the Opposition.

Mr., VOWLES: I think the thanks of the

i arc due to the hon, member for
for offering his public apology for
the position he has taken up in this matter.

The SPEAKER: Order! Tha
member must speak to the amendment.

My, VOWLES: I =m going to show why
the third reading of this Bill should be
deferred, o bo asked to deal with
a ill provide the Govern-
ment W snt lean money, so they
tell us. If thery arc going to get that moncy,
and they tell us that the bulk of the money
will be voluntarily subscribed, then there 13
no reason why we should not defer this
Bill until we know what the position is
with regard to subscriptions to the loan. I
do not think that hon. members oppesite
fecl too comfortable with regard to the
position which has arisen, They admit that
Queensland has been brought to a certain
position, and it has taken them five and
a-half years to realise that another Minister
should be appointed to enable them to
retrieve the previous position of the State.

The SPEAXKTR: Order!

Mr. VOWLES: It would be very wise, I
think, to postpone the third reading of this
Bill. I do not know whether the workers
in my own electorate, whether they be tem-
porary or permanent hands, are to suffer
under retrenchment,

Mr. BrENNAX: You sald you could provide
for 3,000.

Mr., VOWLES: Where did I say that?

Mr. BmEnxNAX: At Chinchilla.

Mr. VOWLES: I do not remember mak-
ing any such statement. Whatever party
may be in power, if I do not stand up in
my position as leader of the Opposition and
point out that, while the Government were
retrenching men and taking from them their
means of likelihood, they are spending the
public money in other directions, I would
not be doing my duty to the elestors I
represent. I support the amendment.

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): I think it is a
fair thing to postpone the appointment of
another Minister for a further six months.

[Mr. Hartley.
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It would not hurt the present members of
the Cabine: to continue to do the work they
are doing for another six months. We have
+ told that, in order to provide the
salary for an ac tonal Minister, we should
only have te increase his present salary from
£530 to £1,000.

The SPHAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is now indulging in tedious repetition
of arguments which have bren used by
other hon. members,

Mr. MORGAN: Well, T was not present
when other hon. members used that argu-
wwnt, and I think I have a right to deliver
my own speech in my own way.

The SPEAXER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must speak to the amendment.

Myt MORGAN: I wish to call attention
to the faet that on numerous occcasions I
have asked what was the amount paid for
the expenses of Cabinet Ministers for the
year ending on the 30th June, 1920. The
answer I reesived, when I first asked the
question, was that I should put the question
in another way, and it was suggested that if
I asked what was the amount paid for the
expenses of Cabinet Ministers during the
vear the Liberal Government were in
wor, as wwll as for the expenses of Minis.
s who are members of the present Govern-
nent, I would be given the information. T
have asked that question on six different
occasions, and I am going to obtain that
infermation. I want to know what each
irdividual Minister has drawn independent
of his salars. and I have a right to get
that information. The country has a right
to know, and the House has a right to kn
I am sent here for the purpose of disclosing
the whole of the expenditure in connection
with public funds. On every occasion the
Premier has shelved my question. Six
times= last scssion I asked one question, and
on each occasion the Minister gave me a
false reply.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MORGAN: On the last cecasion cer-
tain information was made available, but I
asked a question a few days ago, and I was
told the same as 1 was told last year.

The SPEAKIER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must keep to the amendment.

Mr. MORGAN: T am claiming that it is
owing to the expenses of Ministers that we
are objecting to the creation of a new
Minister. T am claiming that it is not a
matter of salary only. We are objecting to
the creation of a new Minister owing to the

o

fact that additional expenditure will be

L . ; I

incurred in travelling exponses, and we

have a right fo know what amount each
P ,D

Minister has In fact, had my

question been replied to, and we were told
thr amount of travelling expenses drawn Dy
the Minist during a particular period,
there might not have been the same objec-
tion. We are not objecting to this Bill
simply because it means a difference of £500
a vear; we are objecting principally because
it will mean additional travelling cxpenses,
which will probably amount to £2.000 or
£3.000 a year. Again I claim Ministers are
not justified in passing this Bill. Just fancy
great, big, strong men complaining about the
work they have to do! It is the “ go slow’
policy, as everybody knows.

The SPEAKER: Order!
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MORGAN : It is ridiculous to say that
Ministers want extra help. They have not
suffered from a nervous breakdown, so far
as we know.

The SPEAKER: Order!

3Ir. MORCG I think
right to know ﬂlc ¢ things. Let us pay for

ork done.  Sowms hon. members opposite
have not got just what they desire and
they want to creats g further position, just
the same as they created 1‘10 Public Works
Commission. It has Licen shown that that
particular has recommended
expenditure amounting to £6.000,000.

The SPEAKER .

Mr., MORGAN: As far as that is con-
cerned, that again is one of the objections
we have raised. We are objecting to the
appointment of a new Minister owing to the
fact that we have a Public Works Commis-
gion which is creating e\pe'ldﬁule—expendi-
ture which is useless and not warranted.
There are men all ov Queensland  who
wounld be only too pleased to receive the
amount of money that 1s going to be
expended on a new Minister We have
school buildings all over Queensland which
hm@ been (‘ondemned b\' the department as
being unhealthy and not safe for the children
to occupy. Schools in my electorate have
been condemned, and vet we are geing to
create a new deDmtm ent of cv:pnndituro.
Why not spend that money in putting some
of the schools in my elm,tomm on a safe
foundation and in a healthy condition for
fhe children? TUnder the Shearers and Sugar
Workers Accommodation Acts people would
be prosecuted if they herded the shearers in
that manner.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber may not deal with those matfers on the
amendment.

Mr. MORG!
martter is relevant,

The SPHAKER O1der' Ovder! If she
hon. member will not obey my call to orde
I will compel him to dnco‘.tmue his spes “chi.
The hon. member was not in the Chamber
when I pointed out that this matter was very
fully discussed on the sccond reading
of the Bill, and it is almost 1mposn1H,
sax amthlm that has not alrcady been sail.
I wzsh to inform the hon. member that T do
not Intend to allow tedious repetition.

Mr. MORGAN: It is
gagged, not by the Premier,
Speaker.

The SPEAXER: Order! I must ask the
hor. member to withdraw that remark
Will the hon. member withdraw?

GOVERNMENT MgewBERS : Withdraw !
draw !

Mr. MORGAN: I withdraw.
#o on with my speech.

The SPEAKXKER: The hon.
go on if T allow him to do so.

Mr. MORGAXN
position to be in.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member was
nct here in-the early part of this debate.
aril may not know that he is indulgiag in
tedious repetition.

the people have o

Order! Order!

I am claiming that this

a case of peing
but by the

With-
but 1 intend
will

member

It seems to be a peculiar

Rir. MORGAN: My electors sent me here
to look after thejr interests, and I must
express my Views.

[26 NOovEMBER.]

Act Amendm

Tho SPE \

her will h ave

KER: Order!
mple opportuni

ing bhis views, and he canunot
Speaker if he has been absent
Chamber.

Mr, MORGAN: If T tell : b
the reason w hx ahd not ex m) 2 in
oppasition 5 the 1'*po'n:ment of a new
Minister waz owing to the fact ‘rl»ﬁ' samo
other hon. mermber wncke ahead of me and

repeated certain

The TREAST
Chamber.

Mr. MORGAN: I was rerforming certain
duties that some 2Afinister of the (rown
should have been performing. I was deing
ny dutv to the country.

Mr. Porrock: The second reading dehate
did not take place this afternoon.

Mr., MORGAN : At any rate. T ophose the
third reading of this Bill, and I going
to oppo=e it 1”71‘t through. While wo have
men walking the strects who have not suffi-
cient money to buy food for their children,

argumen

You were ot i the

we ave going to creaté a new p
order to provide further emoslume
further privileges to one member of the

who is alrcady raceiv-

present Government
the work

ing o very fair remuneration st
he is doing.

Mr, SIZER (Yundah): There have }‘een
two questions raised «during this debat
which us ample _]LSUGC&‘\ION for ‘rhe
attitude we have taken up. One question
was vaived by the hon. m sember for Fitzroy—
a very lngical objection—-when he said that
the Government were contemplating 19t19nch-
ment, or that retrenchment was coming on,
and if it continues he would be compelied to
2o back to his electors——

The SPEAKER: Order! I called the
hon. member to order for pursuing that line.

Mr. SIZER: Tt is a verv logical reason
why the Bill should be postponcrl for six
months, as that would give members opposite
another apportunity of consulting  their
electors to see whether or mnot they are
favourable to this proposal.

My, HartEY: I said I was favourable to
this proposal, but I was not favourable to
retrenchment.

Mr., STZER: It is rather a peculiar posi-
tion—almost = paradox—in say vou are in
favour of retrenchment and at the same time
desire to incur further unnecessary expendi-

fure. Qevepral hon. members oppo: ite must
be in the same position as that of ‘re hon.
member for tzroy, and six months’ grace

would give them ample opportunity to con-
sult their
they are favou
other

whether or not
rable to the proposal.  The
point raised. which should bhe well
lered. was that hon. members on this
side of the House hayve not been able to geb
information from existing Ministers. and T
have never »et heard it ¢aid in this Chamber
that the questions which have been
by this side have been improper qu

Hon. J. H. Covyxe: Some of them were so
improper that the Speaker had to rule them
out,

Mr, SIZER : The Speaker has «l
questions asked by the hon.
Murilla on no less than six occesions, and
I have sufficient (onhden(’c in the Speaker
to say that whatever he allows to po through
is a legitimate question. We have had no

Mr. Siver.]

clectors and see
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information in reply to those questions, and
we are not justified in passing a Bill which
will create another Minister when present
Ministers refnse to give us information. We
would be shirking our responsibilities if we
allowed this procedure to continue without
protest, bearing in mind that we have no
guarantee that we are going to get move
conﬂdf‘mho'l or ih'lt the mlbhc ’s fromg to
beotter vice cven if the whole of the
Tthe  Government side waoTe
inisterse.  Probably there might be

me
created A

scme  justification for this pro-
[4.30 p.m.] posal if the Government were
to show their sincority by delet-

ing the expenditure on the Public Works
C‘o mmision,

The SPEAKER: Orvder!

Mr. SIZER: It is quite obvious that the
nnot carry out the proposals

been submitted to the Comm]s@lon

that have
and, therefore, it is uscless to examine further

propos"k The amount of money which they
have exepended on the Public Works Com-
missiot—-—

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. STZER : Could be deleted. It could,
to my wmind, be postponed, and the money
de\otod to paying the extra Minister. The
amendment \\IU give the Government time
to consider and discuss the question in all
ite phases, taking into consideration the
r(‘tronchm( nt, the difficulty of getting money,
and rhe fact that the money now devoted to
a useless Pun]x Works Commission could be
saved, and a better proposal could be brought
for\vard.

Question—That the words propesed to be
omitted (7. Corser’s amsndment) stand part

of the question—put; and the House
divided : —
AvEes, 35.

Mr. Barber Mr. Kirwan

,, Brennan ., Land

,» Buleock . Larcomhe

s Collins »» McCormack

.» Conroy ,» Mullan

., Cooper, F. A, ,» Payne

,» Cooper, W. . Pease

5, Coyne ., Peterson

., Dash Pollock

,» Perricks .. Riordan

., Fihelly ,. Ryan

5, Foley . Smith

. Forde .. Stopford

.. QGilday ., Theodore

o Gillies ., Weir

., Gledston ., Wellington

,» Hartley .. Winstanley

,, Huxham
Tellers: Mr. Pease and Mr. Riordan.

NoEes, 28,

Mr. Appel Mr. Kerr

.+ Bebbington ,, King

,» Brand ., Maxwell

,» Cattermull Moore

., layton Morgan

,, Corser Nott

,» Clostello Petrie

., Deacon ., Roberts, J. H. C.
Edwards ,» Roberts, T. R,
Elphinstone ,, Sizer

,. Fleteher . Swayne

,, Fry ., Taylor

., Oreen .. Vowles
Jones ., Warren

TPZI ¢! Mr., Bebbington and Mr. Brand.
Recolved in the affirmative.

{37, Sizer,

[ASSEMBLY.] Control of Air Navigation Bill.

Question—That the Bill be now read a
third time (Mr. Wullan’s motion)—put; and
the House divided:

Ayes, 35,
Noes, 28.

Resolved in the affirmative.

The division Hsts were identical with those
in the previous division.

The Bill was ordered to be transmitted to

the Legi lative Council for their concurrence
by message in the usual form,

CONTROL OF AIR NAVIGATION BILL.
Inmrratioy 18 COMMITTEE.
(7. Smith, Maclay, in the chair.)

The PREMIER moved—
“That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to refer to the Parliament

of the Commonwealith the control of air
navi atmn and for purposes connected
vith.,

therev
Myr. T, B, ROBERTS : This is a new phase

of Jegislation. I understand the Common-
wealth have passed the Bill, and that the
Premiers of the various States have agread
to take the matter- into consideration. If
I read aright, they have committed the
various States to the passing of the measure,
1 understand the Bill will be uniform in all
the States, I have been trying to see the
position as it appeared in the discassion in
the Federal House. There is one very
good phase—that it will not interfere with
the rights of the States. The fact that they
are going to recognise the principle of
preforence to returned soldiers is a very
gcod feature. I would like to know if the
Bill is to be the same as that introduced
into the Federal House, and whether it will
be uniform with that introduced in New
South Wales?

The PREMIER :
Mr. FRY:

Exactly.

There are threc principal
points, and one more or less indifferent, con-
neeted with this measure. The first three
are the commercial aspeect, the defence aspect,
and the pleasure aspecf and the fourth is
the political aspect. As far as the commercial
aspect is concerned, aviation has nof
developed far onough for us to value the
invention to its fullest extent, but we are
in hopes that it will minimise the cost of
transit and open up avenues which are not
known to us now of doing trade with various
narts of Australia. The value of aviation
for defence has been proved bevond doubt
by the recent world war, and there is no
doubt that, were Australia to be engaged in
a war again, aviation would play a very
great part in the direction of defence. The
pleasure aspeet will dee‘nd upon the efficiency
of machines, which has been proved by their
use in the commercial atmosphere as well as
in defence. It appears to me that the com-
mercial and pleasure aspeects are Jinked up
with the defence of the country. I think that
the Commonwealth Government would be
the only Government who could efficiently
handle aviation, for there will be drawn from
the brains of the citizens of Australia many
improvements and inventions to increase the
efficiency of machines and make them of
general use to the public, and those inven-
tions could not be fostered unless aviation
were under the control of a central adminis-
tration. So it might eventually affect the
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whole of Australia. It certainly does not
affect individuals at the present time. Being
such an important adjunct to our trans-

port, I think this House is doing a wise thing
for Australia. and for Queensland in parti-

cular, in } ¢ over the administration of
the air ice to the Federal Government.

As for the political aspeet, we have had
experiments made by the Premicrs of New
South Wales and Queensland, and, as far as
wo can sce, they were both disastrous. I
trust that eventually aviation will be so im-
portaut as to confer benefits upon the whole
of Australia.

Mr. TAYLOR: I am sure we are all very
pleased to notice the introduction of this
moeasure.  Anyone must feel that the time
h(u o far as the State is eouncerned,

‘e to take a very prominent peri
atters connected with aviation. If
anyvone casts his mind back twenty or thirty
vears ago io the days when a balloon used
to float in the air occasionally
exhibition in the large citics of a,
and then realise the development that has
taken place during the last ten years—orac-
tically 1n the last six years—in regard to
acronautics, ho must ba ('on\'mced that, In
the future, air is going to play a very impor-
tent part in the transport of mails and
passengers. During the last five or six years
we have seen the wonderful pare that aevo-
nautics have played in modern warfare. OF
courss, we all hope that out of the present
meeting of the League of Nations war will
be practicallv eliminated in the future: but,
notwithstanding that we have that hope,
if we wish to climinate it, we must be pre-
pared with adequate svstems of defence in
ordm to onforce the «ecisions which ans
cague of Nations mav come to. qa far
a Bill is concerned, we all recognise
that it is a matter that must be p p“zy. cally
under Federal control.  We have to see,
as far as we possibly can, that suitable
landing places are provided. and that cvery-
thing possible is done in order that aviation
may be advanced and that travelling in the
air is made as safe as it can be made, 1
am sure that on both sides of the House
the Bill will receive practically unanimous
support,

Mr. GREEN (Zownszille): T feel sure that
hon. members of this Assembly will be
pleased to see that we have bcrrun to realise
the importance of an aerial service. Parti-
cularly will this be so in the outlving por-
tions of this great Commonwealth; parti-
cularly, too, to the outside portions of this
State of Quee"lcland We all know that in
times gone by, owing sometimes to industrial
troubles and sometimes to other causes, the
outlving parts of the State have been cut off
from communication with the South: and it
is indced pleasing to sce that aerial transit
has come to stay. I have no hesitation in
saying that in the future, not only from a
national and a protective standpoint. bat
also from a commercial and a business stand-
peint, we shall ind that aeronautics will play
an wm)m‘can‘r part in the development of our
territory and in the carrying on of business
in this State of Quecensland. Tt is indeed
gratifying to know that contrel is to be
handed over to the Commonwealth anthori-
ties, beesause there is no authority that could

in all m

control aeronautics better. Particularly is
that so when we realise that, from the
defence  point  of  view, it is absolutely
cssential that Queensiand should be pro
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tected. We know from the experience of the
great war that aevonautics will play a very
important part in the protection of the
coast line, and in the protection of Queens-
land as a whole, from Invasion by a fomwn
power. It will materially assist our navy in
keeping at bay the navy of any hostile
power. The aerial service will be, in reality

the eres of the navy. I am glad that the
Comumonwealth Government hmv realised
th at hmportance of this, because ¥ take
it that this Bill is introduced as the outeoms
of a conference between the Premers of the
various States and the Commonwealth
horities.  Appavently, the Commonwsalth
authorities rvealise the importance of this
matter, and want to have control of the air
from the defence aspect, as well as from the
mm.nmc‘al point of view, whilst at the same
time ther desire to sce that the lives of
these who use aerial means of transport are
safegnarded.  The Government are to be
w.nvueuded for dea]n‘g with the question in

H

such a wav as this and for 10‘!lmng the
urgener of at once handmg_{ over full control
to the Commonweslth Government. I feel

sure that all sections
support the Bill,

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I would just like to
say a word or two on the great expectations
resulting from the development of the aero-
plane.  There are places in  Queensland
where people have to drive fully 40 miles 1o
get rheir mails.

Mr. CosteLLo : Only 40 miles?
secir that you live inside.

Mr. BEBBINGTON:
Thuo are places on the Dawson River, which
is closc inside, where they have to travel 40
m'les for their mails. The general use of
the aeroplane, the telephone, and the motor-
car  will pl’aCtICd Ily annihilate distance.
There ave great possibilities in connection
with the acrial converance of the parcels
¢ and matls, and places that are now far

of the House will

It is easily

Well, that is inside.

remote will be brought within measurable
distance of civilisation. I think it is a

@ood thing that the Bill has been brought

forward, and I have much pleasure in
supporting it.
Mr. KERR (Fnoggera): This Bill is a

very important one, but at this initial stage
I do not want to say very much about it. I
am not altogether in favour of the control of
the ajr being handed over to the Common-
wealth. There is only one point of view
which appeals tc me as a reason for vesting
the control of the air in the Commonwealth—
or to the question of defence. If that

were the only thing I would not hesitate
about giving the Commonwealth control;

but rhere are very good reasons why we
should look upon the air as ours in exactly
the same way as we look upon the land as
We propose to carry on indusiries by
means of airships or aeroplanes. We pro-
pose to carry passengers as we carry them in
our railway trains. That is purely a Queens-
land matter. You might as well say that
vou would hand over the control of your
main roads on the surface of the earth to the
Commonwealth as hand over your main
roads in the air to the Commenwealth. In
France, during the war, the air was mapped
out in exactly the same way as the ground.
If an aeroplane was going over to bomb a
certain position, there was a route marked
for that aeroplane to tak If a tank was
going over to borab a position, the route for

My, Kerr]
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that tank was defined. Whether from the
commercial aspect or the pleasure aspect, I
think we should have the whole thing within
our own control, and, if necessary, hand over
any air routzs that we might decide upon to
the Commonwealth for defence purposes. I
trust that the Government have corsulted the
Aevo Club in Brisbane upon this matter.
That certainly should he done, as this is a
very important measure.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHamRriax

reported the resolution, which was agreed to.

Firsr READING.
The Bill wss read a first time, and the
second reading made an Order of the Day
for Mlonday next.

LOCAT AUTHORITIES ACTS AMEND-
MENT BILL.
Inmriarion 1N COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Smith, Mackay, in the chair.)

The HOME SECRETARY, in moving—

“That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to amend the Local Autho-
rities Acts, 1802-1917, in certain par-
ticulars”

said: I did not give much information at the
introductory stage, because I am of opinion
that. if izformaticn is given or required by
the Opposition, it is most unfair to discuss
that information aé the initiatory stage. Pre-
vious Ministers, including the present leader
of the Nationalist party, always refused to
give information at that stage. A complaint
was made yesterday which 1 will reply to
now. I looked up vesterday the report of
the introduction of several mcasures by the
late T'reasurer, the hon. member for Bulimba,
and on every occusion he simply read the
resolution secking leave to introduce, and
then sat dewn. In Bills like the Industrial
Peace Bill and the Co-operative Sugar
Works Bill he did not explain the measures
at all. At this stage T will give the House,
as briefly as possible, the content: of the
Bill.  Of course, the second recading is the
correct stage at which the principles con-
tained in the Bill should be discussed at
length.

The proposal is to extend the franchise
and to, in effect, adopt the electoral rolls
for the purpose of electing representatives to
locel authorities and shire councils through-
cut Queensland.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

The HOME SECRETARY: It is a very
important departure, and I do not propose
to discuss at this stage the merits or
demerits of the case, a:z I would be out of
order; but I shall have something to say
on the second reading of the Bill. It is
also proposed to elect the mavor and the
chairman of the shire couneil by the vote
of the electors within the arca. This is a
departure also. The mayor, or the chair-
man, as thn case may be, will not be a
member of the Council—he will be a mem-
ber of the Counecil, really. but he will be
elected separately from the aldermen or
councillors. It is proposed to have triennial
elections. Instead of the present system of
elesting members each vear—one-third of
them—it is proposed to have all the elections
at one time. All the members of the council

[Mr. Kerr.
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and the mavor arc to be elected on a date to
be fixed—the Bill provides when it shall
be—and shall hold offics during three years.

Mr. T. R. Roserts: The mayor for three
years, too?

The HIOME SECRETARY : The mayor for
threa years. Provision is also made—which
I will deal with on the second reading—in
the case of vacancies.

An HoxoUriBLE MEeaBzR: Doecs the whole

of the council go cut?

The HOME SECRETARY: The whole of
the council goes out. It is proposed to hold
the ordinary clections in March of each
vear, and the day for the elections will be
on a Saturdav between the lst and 2Ist of
the month, The returning officer can fix any
Saturday between those days which will be
suitable to his local authority. All the elec-
tions need not be held on one day. It will
be within the province of the different
councils to have their elections at different
times; but they must be held within the first
twenty-one days in March. It is proposed
to oxtend the life of ithe present councils
until July, 1921, so that time will be given
to prepare the rolls. We propose fo assish
ti.e conncils in the preparation of rolls. In
dealing with the rolls, we propose to close
the rolls, say, three months prior to the
aleciion. The rolls to be used in the annual
election will be rolls up to the 3lst December
preceding March, when the triennial elec-
tions take place.

An Opposttion MEMBER: The
propared for cackh clectorate?

The HOME SECRETARY: Yes; those
rolls will be prepared from the State elec-
toral rolls, but there will be no supplementary
rolls, In future, the names on_ the roll on
the 3lst December will be the qualified
electors for the elections which take place
in March of the following year.

State rolls

My, Maxwiih: The electoral roll to be the
basis?

The HOME SECRETARY : The rolls will
be compiled. I think this information should
be given at this stage. I do mot want to
discuss the merits or demerits of any of
these things, because we will have the second
reading and Committee stages in which to
deal with different questions which will come
before us. The local authorities existing

to-day will continue to hold office until
July, for the purpore of cnabling us to
complete the rolls, and to haveour elec-
tions in July, and the rolls will close

three months prior to the date of the elec-
tions in July, recognising the three months’
residential qualification.

An CprosTTioy MEMBER: Will you alter the
age of the elector?

The TOME SECRETARY : No; we work
under the Electoral Act. We also propose
to adopt the local authorities’ conference
recommendation in regard to a certificate of
competency for a clerk.

An Hoxounsprr MEMBrR: Who is to decide

the corsrotency of a cleck?

The HOME SECRETARY: The loeal
untho will have power to provide for
that metler.

BMr. Carriamori: Can he sit for any con-

stitueney ?
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The TOME SUIRETARY: The hon.
ie8] '\mbpr may raise that m stion \“h nowe go
inte Committee on the Bill. We rlso Propose

in thls measure  to
buildings,
281

deal with dilapidated
That iz a wmiatter -~which has
1 a, good deal of tronbic to loeal authori
nd we propose in thiz mesure to
the Tocal authoritics power which many
authoritics sought under the r‘f‘? 3(‘[ bat
which they found, on consult i1
advisers, did not exist, A ¢
ceeurred In my own  electovs
foeal aunthoriti ﬂttx t
part of the fown
but found they had
We arc also providing for
perpetual lcases on the same basis
hold, That is an amendment which is needed
and which has been asked for Ly the local
authorities. Loa~ohold land will b» valued
on the same basis as fre n‘lold land in the

ity., That p,mmon T think, will meet
hes of a good nm']_v Iocal authorities.

r
v

Lmd
the

a

v i3 _also provided that differential rates
may be struck bv lr}r’al authoriti~s oo land
vsed for the production of food. There is a

tendency to extend the boundaries of cities
into country lands, and it is considered unfair
that such lands should be saddled with a rate
which applies to city lands. therefore,
proposing an  amendment provides
that in the case of land which is particularly
vsed for ‘the nroduction of food the local
authority will have power to strike a different
refo from the rate le\‘(‘d on other lands iz
the local authority’s ar The power is also
given to local authorities to remit rates in
noet of land used or cceupied by repa-
iated wounded returned soldiers, by old-
age pensioners, and by perions suffering from
miinev’s  phthisis, and nthor dise  men-
tioned in the Worlkers’ Campensation Act.
That power has been asked for bv the local

authorities.

An HowourasLe Mruper: Will soldiers
widows be included?

The HOME SECRETARY : Yes

An Hoxovrare MEeueer: Will they be
exempt from rates?

The HOME SECRETARY : No. but the

local authority will have
applications for the remission of rates in
_such cases; and, as I have said, the local
authorities have expressed the wish o have
that power. Rhere is aleo in this Bill a
proposal to allow local authorities to borrow
further sums of money in connection with
public works which have been passed by the
ratepayers, bué which cannot be completed
without the expenditure of a larger sum than
they were estimated to cost originally. We
have found that many local amhnrmm hmve
undertaken public works, and that, owing
to the increase in the cost of mate :116 and
the increase in the cost of wages and other
things over which the local authority has no
eontrol, the amount voted by the ratepavers
is not sufficient to complete the work, We
thorefore propose that the local authority
in such cases may approach the Home Secre-
tarr on the matter, and that, if he is satisfied
thai circumstances have arisen which have
rendered it impossible to carry out the work
for the amount of the original estimates, he
may allow them to borrow money to

power to dral with

com-

plete the work without taking a second
i !

poli.  There is one other important matier

to which I may allude,

and that is the pro-
vision which repeals

the limitation with
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to the amount of the goneral rate.
local authorities have approached ma
on this matter. and have told me that the
lHmitation of a general rate to 6d. in the £1
is hampering. They say in effect that works

which could be earvied out for a certain
amount four or five years ago mnow cost

double or treble that sum, and we are giving
them the power under this Bill to increase

the neral rate so as fo make adeguate
provision for thelr needs in that respect.

Mr. Moore: Ave you going to allow the
electors to vote on a loan?

The HOME SECRETARY: Yes, the
electors will have the same powers in that
respect as ratepayers have under the present
Local Authoritics Act.

An Tlonourarre MEWBER: An elecior may
vote whether he has paid his rates or not?

The HOME SECRETARY: Yes, as long
az he is an elector he can vote. Hon. mem-

bers will recognise that, in extending the
municipal franchise, it is proposed to
remove all the restrictions which at present
exist. No person 11 have more than one
vote. The hon, member for Oxley yesterd

raizsed the point tha! T had frn on mforma‘m

to the ** Standard,” because it was Ldbour
paper, before T gave that information to the
House. 1 want to deny that ement. I
thar the

rotjce ] same information appeared
in the “ Telegraph.”

Mr. Erpmixstoxe: I always read the
‘¢ Standard.” and that is where I got the
information.

The HOME SBCRETARY: Well, the
hon. tnember ought to read the ¢ Telegraph,”

too. I have no desire. and never have had
any desire, o treat this House with disre-
ct. I think the House should be advised
first on matters of this kind.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Can you tell us how
the information got into the paper?

The HOME SECRETARY: I can only
gress, just as 1 might guess why the hon.
moember was an alleged candidate for the
Speakership. Bills have to go through the
hands of the Parliamentary Draftsman, and
through the hands of the officers of the
department, and while I do not blame them
in connection with this matter T would poing
out that it is very easy for information to
leak out. I have given the House very full
information with regard to this Bill, and I
now move the resolution standing in my
Tiame.

Mr. VOWLES: I am sorry that the Home
Semetmv found it necessary to read us one

r two little homilies which were not at all
necessary in introducing this Bill. How-
ever, I am glad that he has given full
information to the House. As the hon.
gentleman has, said, this is, no doubt, the
proper stage at which sach information
should he given; but we know the hon.
gentleman so well that we felt that, if we
had not talken advantage of the previous
motion when it was before the House yester-
day, we might not have got the information
at this stage. We take advantage of all
opportunities that are presented to us. If
we had been assured yesterday that we would
gt the information at this stage. we cnould
not have prolonged the discussion; but i$
must be understood that we do not want
to mxe the Government a blank cheque in
regard to this or any other Bill. We are

Mr. Vowles. |
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going to revolutionise the whole system Mr. VOWLES: I protest that I am in
under the Local Authorities Act, hoth as order when 1 am dealing with the election

regards representation and the method of
bringing about that representation. The
franchise is to be the adult franchise, instead
of consisting of interesied persons in the
area who have to find the money necessary
to carry out the conduct of local authorities.
It is claimed that a ratepayer of an area
is the person who lives in the area; every
penny he spends—whether it be for a alass
of heer or a pair of trousers—goes to pay
the rates, and, conscquently, he is a rate-
payer.  That strikes me always as being
very far-fetched. Men whom we speak of
as nomads—men whon, unfortunately, we see
going through the country to-day by the
score, carrying their swag—they have only
to be a certain time in a district in order
to get oun the electoral roll, and under this
proposal when they get on the electoral roll
they will have the right not only of voting
at parliamentary elections but they will have
the right to cast a vote in connection swith
the control of the funds of the local authority.
If vou take the electoral roll you will find
that the strongest objection, and the biggest
opportunity for malpractice, is in connection
with that very system, owing to the fact
that a man going into an electorate for a
few wecks can get on to the roll—he may
not even qualify—and have a vote in the
eonduct of elections, The election of mayor
independent of the council strikes mo as
being wrong. If we arc going to have
what the hon. gentleman is trving to bring
about—that is, political feeling  in these
minor parliaments—then, surely, the persons
who are to control them should have a
majority of members behind them? Why
should that person be elected independently
from outside sources? We find in a big
area like the Brisbane area—I understand
there is going to be an amalgamation here
of the local authorities, and that the mayor
is poing to be a very dignified person—not
that the present mavor is not dignified—but
he is going to he dignified in this respect :
that he is going to recceive a very large
salary, and, in the future, that position is
going to be a professional one. The mayor
will not be a man who will strive to get
the post to carrv out the functions for the
benefit of the public and do his duty as a
townsman, but a man who will be striving
to get it from the fact that he will be able
to control the largest number of votes so
that he will enjov all the profits of that
office.

The Howme SECRETARY: What s the
remuneration of the Mayor of Brishane
to-day?

Mr. VOWLES: He gets an allowance.
which he spends, and it does not amount to
one-third of what you pronose here.

Mr. Kirwax: He gets £1,000.

Mr. VOWLES: You propose to give a
salary of £1.500 outside the allowance.

The HowE SECRETARY: There is nothing
in this Bill about a salary af all.

Mr. VOWLES: No, but there is in another
measure which has to be read in conjunction
with this Bill. T spoke about a consolidation
of the Brisbane area.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! That is not
the question under discussion, and I would
ask the hon. member to deal with the ques-
tion before the Commities.

(M r. Vowles,

of mayor.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member has
been dealing with the question of a greater
Brisbane seheme, and I am instructing the
hon, member to deal with the question
before the Committee.

Mr. VOWLES: I am going to deal now
with the Mavor of Brisbane.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member can-
not evade my ruling in that way.

Mr. VOWLES: I am talking about the
clection of mavor, and I am talkmg.about
something that we know will apply in the
future. It will still be the same mayor of
Brisbane., In country towns the electors
will have the right to clect a mayor; and
the same, probablv, will apply to Drisbane,
whether it iz North Brisbane or a Greater
Brisbane. ) )

Mr. Forpe: What is wrong with trusting
the people?

Mr. " VOWLES : How often have we asked
the Government to submit certain questions
to a referendum, and they have not be?n
game to trust the people? I am strongly
opposed to the principle of the elector, instead
of the taxpayer or occupler, getting a vote.
T have given, on other occasions, very strong
reasons in support of the contention that
this is not a good principle. Take, for
instance, North Brisbane, where the biggest
and most valuable properties in Queer}sland
exist, and where, from the fact that Brisbane
is a very big business centre, the owners do
not live in those buildings. They live in
adjacent suburbs. which constitute some other
local authority. These owners have no votes
under this scheme for the protection of their
property, either in respect of rates or in
respect of loan money raised against them.
Ts that a desirable position?

The Howr SecrEraARY: That shows the
necessitv for an amalgamation of the local
authorities,

Mr. VOWLES: I am not allowed to speak
about an amalgamation. 1 am talking about
North Brisbane as we find it to-day. A
Greater Brishane scheme mav never eventu-
ate. You will find in North Brisbane, as
in every other big city, a lot of very
undesirable individuals—people who have no
stake in the country—people who are practi-
callv a drag on the community.

Mr. Corctixs: They have a life stake.

Mr. VOWLES: They have a life stake,
but nothing more. We give them a vote as
far as a general election is concerncd ; but
whv shonld we give them a vote in connection
with local authorities when their votc may
be the confrolling vote in connection with
the taxstion of someone else’s property?

My, Cornins: You were very anxious for
them to fight your battle.

M. VOWLES: The people T am referring
to do not fight any battles. T am referring
to prostitutes, who will have an equal vote
under this Bill to the property-owners.

The Iioume SecrReTArY : Under this Bill the
Mavor ¢f Brisbane will he able to get all
these neople ont of his srea.

Mr. YOWT

whire, Thesy

They have to be some-
have always existed since the
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and it 15 undesirable, for that
reason alone, that thm Bil ul(b‘\ld be b saod,
There are Ul”lebl ables in every locality, and
thes people ave placed in the same position
as the reputable pwpm of the (umnumty,
i1 have a vote in the control of the
ion of these people’s property, umi, piteld
Liat, but have the nqht to imperil other
pummt_ as foar as loans ave cou-
I yemember on a previous debate
asking thn Flome Scerstary of the day, now
the Recrctary for Public Instruction, if rhh
Bill was not an indication to the working
people of Juceu land to get their owsi repre-
sentatives on the electoral roll, create then
own rates in spite of the minimum
berrow money on  the s
people’s property to carry on whatever
they liked, and he id > That is
That will be found in
is no question but that that will
offect of this legislation; and. thervefore
can we expect this Committee to deolar
it is ‘desxrnble that a Bill should bhe intro-
duced on  those linew?  The wemarkable
thing about it. is this: the ITome Scerctary
has dene what this Government is constant.s
doing in -r\uodu(’mn legislation. They bring
in some desirable amendments, but they tack
on to them some undesirable ones and place
us in this position—that we are ouls able to
oot the desireble ones by um)oumw thown

world began,

work
right.”
“ Hansard,” Therc
be the

, how
e that

which arc undesirable. I say it is irable
that we should amend the A¢t in many of
the dirvections which the Ilewe cretary

has indicated.
the perpetual lea

O

I ams
hol

ngly of opinton that
ey, whose property 1s
rented  on the wld  ba should  be
{axed under the Local Authortics Aet on tl
same basis. Ile should be taxed on a basis

cquivalent to a freehold value of
[6.30 p.n.] similar lands in the same locality.

That is the only equitable way to
deal with him, Personally, T am glad to
see that there is going to be an amoqdment
in that direction, I also admit thm it
dﬁn;ole to give power to local authori
under thun conditions to deal with build-
i in an unhygicnic condition-—ruinous
buildings, which do not c¢ome stricily under

the present law. Other matters, such as the
classification of lands and relieving up to

50 per cent. of tho land in the suhurbs or
outer parts of a local authority in a state
of development and used for agrieultural
purposes, are desirable snd should give
cneouragement to the devclopment of agri-
culture, and on that point alone I shall sup-
port them. I think it was openly stated by a
previous Minister, however, that the other
provision would allow the working men of a
local authority to ereate their own bes of
wages, irrespective of the minimum sward,
and to borrow monay on the sscurity of other
men’s property. In addition, the Government
are now going to give them a free hand
in rating, Tbeanuse now there is golng to be
no maximum, It is admitted that 6d. is
not sufficient in some cases; but why can
we not raise the limit to 7d., or 8d., or oven
9d.? Why should we leave unlimited oppor-
tunity for the cxploitation of the public in
this direction?

The Home Secretary told us that the
mayors of the existing shires and other local
authorities will retire in July next, and that

the elections will take place in Mareh, and
that the rolls will be prepared on the rolls

I would
been made

as at the 31st December previous.
lile to know what provisions have
for by-clections?
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The Houi SECRETARY : If a mayor dies or
anything unforsseen happens to him in the
first two years, an eclection will take place.
it thﬂ vacancy ceours in the lirst year, his
colleagues will elect one of themselves  to
carry on. Iu regard to a councillor, if he
retives within three or four months pr;or to
the geacral clection, there must be an
clection; otherwise the olectors would bo
disfranchised.

My, Monreax: On what roll?

The

SeEcRiTARY:  On a roll pre-
pared. is the only time the roll will be
mterferad with prior to the expiration of

the three years.

Mr. VOWLES:
1 with at

That is a matter we can
a later dats, but I am very,
ery sorry that the Clovermment insist on
tacking on this objectionable amendment.
All the others ace reasonable, or to a great
extent reasonable.

[r. CoLriNg:
1

Property ! Property! Pro-
Ir. VOWLES: No; it is not a question of
property. There may be something in the
question of duplication of voting; but no
man, I repeat, bas a right *o cast a vote
to attack my property unless I have a vote to
protect it

¢ HOME SECRETARY : None of the resulbs
will 1 happen that you are predicting.

Mr. VOWLES: It is all very well for
the hon. member to say that, but they can

tlon of the

happen.  Supposc a certain se
cotvmunity got control of s local authority
and went mad, you might sav, borrowed
money, as they are entitled to do under
the Act, on the security of other people’s
property. The Government could not borrow
moncy, but the local authoritics can get if,
and afterwards go mad in the expe udlture
if it. Why should any section of the com-
munity be put in a position where they can

attack my property, which is part of the
seeurity of the loan, whilst I have no voice
in what they do, becau my rosidence 1s

The principle, to my mind,
If 2 man is entitled
he should have power to

outside the arca?
is absclutely wrong.
to own property,
nroteet 1t.

The HovE SECRETARY : Do you not see that
all these powers, and groa{'er ones, are now
in the hands of the electors? The electors
can abolish local authorities if they wish.

Mr. VOWLES: And if they did, we would
want about twenty additional Ministor«. The
electors have too much common sense under
the present conditions,

My, Srorrorn: Will they not be the same
alectors and have the same sense when this
Bill passes?

Me. VOWLES: No. If vou take certain
areas will sce how mjdst]'m mar be
done. distriets it will not apply

50 badly, because the owners of the land live
there: but vou take North Brishane and
other industrial areas, and you will find that
injustice may take place, and that the
owners who live outside will have no vote.

The SacrETARY FOR  AGRICULTURE: That
accounts for the slums,

Mr. VOWLES: It does not account for
the slums.

Mr. MaxwettL: There are no slums in
Brishane

Mr. Vowles.]
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Mr., VOWLES: The slums in large cities
are sometinmes in the best localities. How-
ever, that is not the principle I am opposing.
T1 principle I am attacking is that a
person will have the right to attack property
but the owner shall not have the rich
protect it.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Som
ments

e of the amend-
indicated by the Home Scerotary
promised to revolutionise local authority
goviinment to a grest extent. I should like
to suzgest to the Minister that because any
member of the Opposition, when occupying
the Treasury benches, failed to give ncces-
17 information, it is hardly a fair thing
that the whole of the members of the present
Opposition should be penalised.

The HoME SecneraRy :
them,

Hox. J. G .APPEL: I gave the fullest
information on every occasion, realising that
by giving the House the fullest information
the passage of the measure was expedited.

The FoME SECRETARY:
word on the Liquor Bill.

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Certain of the
amendments absolutely and completely revo-
lutionise local authority matters, and the
one in particular which is to a great extent
the erux of the Amending Bill—that is, the
extension of the franchise—is totally in oppo-
sition to that democratic proposition that
there should be no representation withous
taxation. Adult suffrage in State matters is
on quite a different basis, becausz, although
the elector may not be a direct taxpayer,

| payer through the

You were one of

You never said a

yet he is an indirect taxy
stoms or other avenues of taxation.
The HoME SECRLTARY :
a limited franchise.
Ho~x. J. G. APPEL: I was an advocate
of adult suffrage long before the hon. mem-
bor ever thought of politics—long hefore he
3 g
was thought of.
Mr. F. A, Cooper: And has changed his
views,
The Howmr S: TARY : You favoured an
Upper House elected on a limited franchise.

Hown. J. G. APPEL: No.

The FoME SECRETARY :
this House,

But you balieve in

Yes, you did, in
I have a good memory.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: That hes nothing
to do with this question, and I should be

called to order if T debated it, and I do not
intend to be called to order if I can possibly
help it.  As pointed out by the leader of the
Opposition, the effect of fhis alieration will
Jie that in many instances the largest rate-
payers will have no votes in connection with
the propertics in respect to which they pay
rates. Is it in accord with eny democratic
policy or principle that people who are pay-
ing rates and taxes should be debarred from
having vetes in connection with the proper-
ties or arcas for which they pay rates? Is
that a poliey which can be defended by any
man, however rabid or however Tory he may
be in his principles? I venture to say that
the proposal is of so revolutionary and drastic
a' character, so opposed to democratic prin-
ciples, that I am sorry the Minister proposes
to submit it for discussion to the House.

i Forpr: The people have been looking
ard to it for a long time.

[ 7. Vewles.

forw
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APPEL: The people have beon:
d to many th s which, unfor-
', under caucus administration, they
ailed to obtain.

Hear, hear!

Hox. J. G, APPEL: That the voting
- should be limied to one vote does not
t the matter very much one way or the
What I am concerned about is tha
those persons who are taxed are the persoms
who should bave the management and control

of the funds which are raised by that tax

ation. Do not those who are not taxpaye
and Imave not the franchise receive some

benefit by the exponditure of money which
is reised from those who own property in
the construction of roads, the construction of
different sewerage works, and the improve-
ments which are effected under local authority
government? Do mnet these who, at the
ent time, pay no taxation receive am:
advantage of practically cqual value with
those who have to f{ind the funds?

The HomME SECRETARY : Do not they find the

e

funds?  Who pays the taxes of Allan and
Stark ? The people who buy their goods, of
course,

Hox. J. G. APPEL: If the hon. gentleman
is prepared to follow that principle we can
go further; but he 1s not preparved to follow
along those lines. 1f he likes to extend the:
principle, who 1s finding the funds for the
paxzment of the admnistration of the State
' the men who ave sitting on the
rv bhenches?

The IIonr Brorerany: The working manj;
the people who produce the real wealth.

Hox. J. CG. APPEL: Should they not

have the power to say who shall administer
those funds?

The Howme SrrrerARY: They have.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: They have not—
to-day.

The Howre Secr

ARY : Of course they have.

tox. J. G. APPEL: I did not rise for
the purpese of engaging in any abstract dis-
cussion upon the subjcct. The proposal that
the whole of the members of a local authority
shall be elected for three years and shall
retire in one body, te my mind, is not &
good one, 'The practice herctofore that each
member should be ectected for three vears,

but that a third should retire at the end of
ev year, was adopted with the object that

there might be a continuity of policy in the
carrying out of Jocal authority works. From
my experience, extending over a period of
twenty years as a2 member of local authori-
ties, I think it is a good principle. The
administration of local authorities differs
very largely from the administration of State
affairs. In local authorities certain works
have to be carried out in sections.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
that apply to the State?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Unfortunately, it
does not, because we find that under present
conditions in the State there is an absolute
reversal of a previous policy which led to
the settlemsnt, development, and prosperity -
of the State. To my mind, the result of this
proposal will be the same. A policy may
be outiined by the members of the local
autho —one which has received the assent
and which 1 tl :nefit of the particular

Does not

=
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loeslity. A completely new body of men
may o elected at the end of three years,
who may reverse that policy, which has been
thonght out and parily of

The to Spoupriny:  Does mnot  that
happen to all representative bodies?

APPEL: Dlore or less. I am

Mtamw the of +he conditions

t at the time, and the

ich will cansae if the whoie of

vh
wrs of the local aunthorities are to
the end of three years. With regard
on of the mayoer, of course, that
ion on which there mav be divi ded
opinions. I know it is a powu]cn policy in
wny places that the mavor should be clocted

SEcRETARY : It is in operation.

How. J. G. APPEL: I know it is a
principle which has been acoepted in other
perts of the Empire. Whether it will be a
good one or a bad one remains to be proved.
It is a matter which can be discussed with-
out any party feeling I am quite satisfied
that, a< far as the altered conditions are
cong d, the full provision will be found to
ve been made regarding the rolls to be
used in connection with the clection which
is to take place at the cnd of every three
years, or in connection with any by-election
whishi may take place.  The Minister in
charge of the Bill did not specify which of
these amendments has been recommended by
the local authorities. 1 take it some of them
have been so recommended.

The Hour Secrerary: I have found out
for sure that they did not recommend the
broadening of the franchise, (Laughter.)

G. APPEL: I am satisfied about

that. fact, they wou]d have bren untrue

to the 1 ,atumxer‘ who elected tham and to

their nolicy of democracy that there should
1

be no representation without taxation had
thow done so. The proposal to place per-
peiual lea on the same basis as frechold is

one wh

can well be accepted. Hon. me
bers

itting on ihe Government benches
always have contended that perpetual leases
arn greater value than freehold. At
prosont they are, because they are not subject
to land taxation. Ii is only a fair thing
that their rateable value should be placed on
the same hasis as that of freehold. The
proposal regarding aifferential rating is a

wi-e one. We find to- day that in many
urban  areas some local ‘authorities have
alrecady carried out that principle as a
matter of nollcv' they have cffected a dif-

fercniial rating, so far as properties in their
areas were concerned which were utilised
fm the purpose of produecing food. If therc

s to be an amendment of the Act, it is as
Wel] that it should be made com‘ﬁulxor"
becanse land which 15 used for that purpose
certainly is not of the same value as land

which can bo used effectively for other
purposes,
With reference to slum properties, I only

hope the hon. gentleman will make pro-
vision by which such properties may become
a thing of the past; but I fear that is a
hope that will never be realised, because, in
many instances, the persons who really suffer
the most ave the greatest offenders in con-
nutiov with that particular matter. How-
ever, I shall be only too happy to support
any legislation that ‘will make 1t impossible
for slum properties to exist, in the interests
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of the health of the community—not of the
people who occupy those slum properties,
berause thoy do not care. In inany instances

it is throuzh their neglect that discascs ave
msscmmat(d ‘through the community. The
provision giving power to a local autho

to segregate persons suffering from certain
chronic diseases is a very wise one, and I
hope the lecal authorities will be prepared to
accept the amendment which 1s proposed
by the Bill in that direction.

The FHoiur SECRETARY :
to that.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I do not know which
amendnicints eumudtc from the local authori-
ties and which do not; but certainly it is
very wise that such provision should be
made. The further provision with respect to
loan works which have been approved of by
the ratepayers, and where, after the work
has been partly carried out, it has been
found that an insufficient amount has been
raised by way of loan in the first instance,
is a wise one. Many local authorities, from
causes over which they have no control, have
feund that, after 50 per cent. or 75 per cent.
of the work has been carried out, the original
estimate has had to be exceouud, the works
have had to be stopped, and a very lengthy
process has been necessary before authority
could be obtained for a further loan to com-
plete the work.

The XOME SECRETARY:
approve of that.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: It is & sensible pro
positicn, and one which should appeal to
every member of the community, especially
those who are interested in local authority
mattsrs. Some of the amendments outlined
by the Minister are of a highly contentious
nature, and I have no doubt that on the
second reading a very full discussion will
talkke place upcn them. I hope to be in 2
position to deal with them more in detail
at that stage, and to deal conclusively with
some hon. members who, apparently, do not
appreciate certain democratic principles
which have stood as the foundation and the
bulwark of democracy.

Mr. TAYLOR : There is no doubt, as has
been stated by one or two of the previous
speakers, that there are some very good
clauses in the Bill; but, no doubt, the clause
upon which all the fight and all the conten-
tion will take place 1s that which proposes
to make the parliamentary {ranchise the
basis for the return of aldermen and coun-
cillors for the various shires and towns
throughout Queensland. In trying to come
to a conclusion in regard to that matter, we
should ask ourselves the questions,  What
really is a local authority? What arve its
functions—how are they carvied out and
how are they applied?” Anyone who has
any knowledge of local authority work knows
pe1fectly well that they are simply a huge un-
paid department which has to carry out and
administer an Act which has been enacted by
Parliament. The power of a local authority
is exccedingly limited, but it has a very
great amount of administrative work to do.
In regard to this proposal to extend the local
fLuthorlty franchise to all the electors in a
particular area, the position at the present
time is that every person of adult age has a
share in electing their 1epre%entat1xes to
Parliament. Those representatives, being
elected to Parliament, frame and pass the
various Acts under which local authorities

Mr. Taylor.]

They are agreeable

I think they all
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carry on their functions. That being the
case, what necessity is there for this extonded
franchise which the Home Secretary pro-
poses?

The Howre SecRETARY: What danger 1s

there on those lines?

Mr., TAYLOR : There is a cortain amount
of danger. Probably it may not be so great
as sone of us think, but at the same time
we do think that the pcople who have to
find_the money to carry out the work in a
local authority arca should be the ones to
ay how that money shall ke C\pended As
thmay exist at the present time, if a-local
authority is not carrying out its functions, if
it is not looking after the health of the com-
munity, who steps in and tells it that it shall
do s0*—the Home Department.

The HoOME SecreraRy : With what results?

“\h TAYLOR: T would like to hear from
e Home Secretary of any case in which the
nlter‘entjon of the Home Department has
not been effective. I have not heard of any
of a serious nature.
The HOME SECRETARY :
able to do in connection

What have T been
with I

Breakiast

TAYLOR : The trouble there has been

theve arc too many local authorities.
here arc half a dozen local authorities

intersst=d, but no one can decide who has
any authority at all over the creek, not ¢ven
the ilome Scerctary  himself.  The point
really is that persons who have no respon-
sibility for the payment of rates should be
allowed to vote in local authority matters.
It is all very v»cll to talk about the lodger,
finding “the

the boarder, and the occupier
rates,
The HoME SrcReTaRY: How many pe cople

living in a local authority area would allow
2 th.rw like a wool scour to be established
near to where they live?

Alr. TAYLOR: The Home Secretary has
the power to intervene in a casc like that.

The HoME SECRETARY: I have not got the
power.

Myr. TAYLOR: llow did the hon. gentle-
man prevent a wool scour being crected in
Kedron? He knows perfectly well that, as
socon as the sanction of the IHome Depalt-
ment was asked for the establishment of a
wool scour in the Kedron shire, the depart-
ment turned it down
(Siting suspended from 6 pom. 1T pom.)

Mr. TAYLOR (continuing): The injustice
of the propo franchise under the B 1i1 §0
my mind, lies in the fact that, ahhoavh n
an indirect way a lodger or boarder cc ontri-
butes to the mxahon of a local authority, he
carries nn respensibility for payment of rates,
The ipfﬁxid'ml whose property can be levied
on, and wice may be sued for rates which
mav be owing on any particular property,
is the pcl\nl who owns the property, and
not the clector who is simply a boarder and
6ot & permanent resident of that arvea. 1
think it 1s unfair to introduce such a fran-
ohise in this measure. So far as the intro-
dh(‘f}on of thisz change of franchise is con-
cerned, it is purely a political reform which
has been asked for by certain political bodies
in Queensland who wish the parliamentary
franchise should be used in local authority
work, It must be admitted that Llocal

Mr. Taylor.
[ Yy
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authority work in Queensland has been
generally carried out 1n a very satisfactory

manner. I think I am right when I say
that something over £1,000,000 is due by
local authoritics in Queensland to the Govern-
roont. Out of that amount there is only
aboutr 1 per oent in arrears, which reflects

the groat nstitute
the b('nl >
be
franchi
autho
of which =

thc
se 18 hadin i <
T P

heing elecied not a
v be the owner

within the area.  The proposal

fecal awnthority shall be !

amount of s which o lm ed from
tho ridepayers in the area; and # local
authority were elected on ich there were
no ratepsvers at oalll the board would have
posver to bvy taxation for which those who
Tevied 1t would have mno vesponsibility for
payment. I hink that this proposed change
I-ounnee ard, and wnjust. and that,
jrstead of cork ng out in the best interests
of local aut ‘(l]tl’“ it will be detrir

and retard tholr progress in many dire
T think this proposal should be struck out
of the Rill.

a) other n the
e ) o
i rard

¥v e ail
with =lum are
J«ne ORees of op:nmn
a0

be
the

pr ona‘ od 1o

) an opoen mind,
fho I\um nd ru)t tell us very much as
to how ]1(\ preposed that the uon ofs a
mayor should Fe carried out. but suppose
the v vill be nomirated by mu clecto
in a far vay to which raembers (>f Far-
liament arc nominated at the pres ult time,
and xlmf the o‘m*lon will f= lw place on the
same d as the clection of J,d(}lﬂ'{‘h and

councillors,  Whether it is se to send the
whole councill our at one time is doubtful
In Windsor, for instance. I suppose that at
the ')ruont time there are drainage works
l(nnrr earried out by money, which is being
cdvanced ! by the Govermment. to the extent
of £40,000 or £50,000. If vou turew out the
aldermen who have special I\no‘\lfd‘*«‘ of
that work, and put in a fresh lot of aldermen
altogether, you might scriou retard the
progress of that \\ulh T think it would be
better 1f half of the council went out ev
three years, instead of the whole number.
However, these are matters which we can
discuss mere fally in Committee.

Mr.

BrENNAN intoriected.

Mr. TAYLOR: The Government administer
the affairs of the State during the period
intervening  between one Pariisment and
another, but if you throw the counci! out the

town clerk hes mot the wamme executive
authority as the council.
The Home SecreEraRY: The same thing

applies to this House,

RS TAYLOR: No. The Government
administers the affairs of the country until
a new Government comes in.

The Howe SrcrrTARY : So these people will.
That is the point where you are wrong., You
were talking about continuity of policy.

Mr. TAYLOR : I think continuity of polier
is very necessary in local authority work.
A local authority is really only an adminis-
trative body administering an Act of Parlia-
ment VVth‘h has been voted upon by the
electors in the whole of the various arecas,
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and it has practicaily no executive power at

all. For that won, I am cortainly opposc!
to tho « sion of the franchiss as proposed
in this Bill.

Hox. W. H. BA S (Bulimba): regrnb

that I had not tlh pxeas'lre of listening to
the Home Secretary this afternocon.

The Homr Szcrerary: Well, you missed
something.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: A treat.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I must express my
regret that I missed that treat. The hon.
gentleman, 1 understand, roferred to quite
a number of matters which he proposes to
include in the Bill when it comes before us.
I take it that, in connection with local
authority affairs, there are some matters
about which there will be a very big differ-
ence of opinion. I have no doubt that the
public generally will regret that the Home
Secretary has introduced in this Bill the
franchise which he proposes. I am certain
that it will not work out in tho interests of
the electors.

The HoME SECREFARY :
trial ?

Why not give it a

Hox. W, Y. BARNES: We have been
giving too many trials, much to the regret
of the country, as the IHHome Sceretary knows.

The Houme Szcrertary: I do not.

Hox, W. H. BARNES: Some of the trials
have not been at all satisfactory, and, unfor-
tunately, the community to-day are suffering
a6 the result of those trials.

The Howme SeCRETARY: Leave things alone.
That’s your policy. :

Hown. W. H. BARNES: No, wo don’t want
to leave thmgs alone, but we do not want
to take a leap in the dark, and that is
apparently the position in some directions
that the HHome Serrctary is desircus of
ydoptm [

me for moment deal with a
quostio.:, which 1 believe was raised by
the Home Secretary in connection with
the formation of local authorities, I presumea
that tho hon. gentleman had very largely in
view the (reater Brisbane scheme. In this
Bill there is a proposc! that the mawor or
chairman of a local authority shall be clected

by the clectors. That may or may not be
a right thing. To some extent I have a very
open mind in regard to that proposal.

Generally speaking, in most matters experi-
ence counts for a very great deal, and, if
I have been correctly informed, the proposal
made by the hon. gentleman in this connec-
tion goes in the direction of making it pos-
sible t’fmt a man who Is guite an outsider,
as far as local authority ‘matters are con-
cerned, mwaz be clected as mayor or chairman
of a local authority. I think thai one of the
conditions laid down as to the qualification
of a person secking clection as chairman or
mayor of a local (uthoﬂ v should be that hs
hes had some cxperience in local authority
affairs. Without in any way reflecting upon
any person, I would ask would it not be
extremely difficult if an individual who had
no experwncc of parliamentary life was to
take his seat on the front Government bench?
Such an individual would be placed at a
dxsadvan*age as compared with other mem-
bers, no matter how great might be his
ability, and I can see that someone who is
popular with the people might be elected as

1920—x
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mawor, though he has had no locul authority
LY[)(‘}ILHC

The Homc SecRETARY: Would the rate-
payers be such fools as to elect such a man?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I can only say
that, under this Bill, such a result may be
possible.

The Home Sicrerary: Members of your
party sought a leader outside Parliament.

Hov. W. H. BARNES: That is not the
question at issue. It cannot be doubted
that experience does count in most things.
I am informed that the hon. gentleman also
made reference to the fact that in future
the electoral rolls were to be prepared in
the Home Office.

The Home Srcrerary: I said we will give
the local authorities all the help we can in
preparing the rolls.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Then I have been
incorrectly informed, and I was going to
say that compiling the rolls in that way
will cost a very great amount.

The Home SECrETARY: It will not be as
much as it is now.

Hoxn. W. H. BARNEY: I should like to
know how the hon. gentleman makes that
oub.

The Hoxe SecReTsRY: T will tell you at the
proper stage.

Hoy. W. ¥. BARNES: It is perfectly
certain that there are some things left out

of this Bill which ought to have been
included, and that is one reason why we

sought to oxtend the scope of the Bill, I
think the Government ought to tackle the
conditions which arise from time to time
in various parts of the more congested
arcas, svhere pmniﬂ are dumped down not
only on 16 perches of land but on even
gmaller allotments, but no provision is made
to deal with that matter in this Bill. Then,
getting back to the method of election pro-
posed in this measure, I notlce that the
present members of city and shire councils
are to haxe their lifo extended to July, 1921,
in order, I suppose, to make it possible to
work the electlons in with the new order
of things. I do not know that that provision
is going to work out as the hon. gentleman
thinks it will. My view is that by this
measure we will create political machines

in connection with local authorities which
do not exist at the present time.

GoOVERNMENT  MsemBERs: Ak, ah! and
laughter. .

Mr. Counmzs: There were not three
Labourites at the local authorities’ con-
foerence.

Hox., W. H. BARNES: That is rather a
refiection on the Labourites, nf the state-
ment s correct; but I do not think it is

correct, I say that this Bill is going to
create political maclnnm on both sides. I
notice that the hon. member for Fortitude
Vallev is in his place to-night, and I ask
him it that has not been made plain in
connection with the Water and Sewerage
Board, where there are political _factions
ron*esenfmg both sides in politics. I contend
that under this Bill we shall create political

machinery in connection ‘with our lecal
authorities. At the present time the mem-
hers of local authorities do not regard

themselves as political representatives.
GoverNMENT MemseRs: Ah, ah!

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]
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Hon. W. H., BARNES: Will hon. mem-
bers suggest that the hon. member for
Fortitude Valley and the hon. member for
Toowong regard themselves as being mem-
bers of different political parties when
performing their duties as members of a
local authority? Would anyone suggest that
the hon. member for Logan and Mr. Brown,
who sit on the Coorparoo council, repre-
sent opposite political camps in their
capacity as members of that council? I do
not think so, and it seems to me that the
Government are seeking to make politiqal
organisations of local authority councils
under this Bill. I hope that every member
of the House will take an opportunity of
analysing to their fullest extent the pro-
visions of the Bill before the measure comes
on for its second reading. Speaking for the
side of the House that I represent, I may
say that we shall earnestly watch and follow
every proposal, and that we shall fight every
clauso which we consider that our duty to
the country requires us to fight. When we
feel that certain things are being done which
are against the best interests of the country,
we rogard it as our duty—and a duty we
will not fail to carry ocut—to fight 1t at
every stage.

The SecrerarY vor PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
We are bringing this forward in the best
intercsts of the country.

Hoxn. W. H. BARNES: The Minister for
Publio Instruction smiles when he says that.
All T can say is that it i apparent that he
has heen brought under the whip, like other
moembers of the Government. However, we
shall have an opportunity later on of going
into these matbters more fully, and I can
assure hon. members that they will be criti-
cised meost fully by members on this side.

PORDAE . If the hon. merber for
22 had been in his place in the Tlouso
aon, he would krow pore about
cd meazure than he evidert’y does

know. evident from the sneeches of
hon. members opposite that their chief objee-
tion to the proposed measure is that it pro-
vides for adult franchise in municipal govern-
ment. No doubt, such a democratic proposal
is nauscating to conservative gentlemen who
sit on the other side of the Chamber. We
know that such a proposal was endorsed at
the thrue last gencral elections in Queensland ;
and had it not baen for the ohstructive tactics
of a ¢ rvutive Legislative Council on two
occcusions, the amendnent of the Local Autho-
rities Act would have been on the statute-
book to-day, and the people of Queensland
would exsreisc the same rights in municipal
elections as they enjoy in State and Federal
elections.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: This is proposed by
a minority Government,
Mr. FORDE: The hon. member for

Bulimba is the leader of the minority Oppo-
sition. Numerically, his party i: the weakust
with the exception of the Northern Country
party, and I see that there is only member
cf that party here to-night. Hon. members
on this side of the House who represent the
people of Queensiand -believe in the broad
principle of equal citizenship. We believe
one man is as good as another, and that
every man in the community should exercise
the franchise at municipal clections.

Hon. W. H. Baexnes: You only believe in
one brand being employed.

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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Mr. FORDI: I do not guite understand
the hon. member for Bulimba, but I know
that be only believes in giving one brand of
refroshments 1.C.A,  (Laughter.)
We on this : v adult munieipal
franchise—for equal rights for all sections
of the community, and preference to none.

~Bon. W. H. Barnes: What was the resclu-

tion at the Townsville conference—that only
representatives of ono organisation should be
employed?

Mr. FORDE: I know if the hon. member

werp in @ union he would “scab” on his
mates. I maintain that the man who pays

the rent pays the rates. The man who buys
from a big business firm indirectly pays the
rates on those premises, because no doubt
the men who run those businesses charge
sufficient for their goods to cover the rates.
We have heard a lot from hon. members
opposite about irrespounsible people in the
community who will be able to exercise the
franchise when this Bill is placed on the
statute-book. 1 would like to point out who
those irresponsible and undesirable people
are.
Mr. Erruinsrone: Get a  looking-glass.
(Laughter.)

Mr. FORDI: That is what I would expect
from the hon. member who made a failurc of
the Darra Cement Works and the Fruit-
growers’ Co-operative Society. I maintain
that the honest workman is of more import-
ance to the community than an acre of land.
(Hear, hear!)

Hon. W. II. Barxes: Not us important as
an oxtra Minister.

Mr. FORDE: We maintain that the honest
workman 1¢ better than bricks and mortar.
We say that the man who owns property in
i municipalities has no right to have
hres votes. The man earning a living in
community and  bringi up  children

will be our future citizens is more
aitant to our State than the man who
o ns property in several municipalities. We
are told by hon. members opposite that a
man who goes into a centre and sets up a
business 1= the man who creates value In
that particular centre, and that he is the
man who should get all the consideration.
I maintain that it is the people who settlo
arcund that business who create the value,
and ther have a right to have a control in
the conduct of the local government affairs
for that area. In the past they have been
denied that right, but we are going to
remedy that state of affairs. There have
been numerous injustices in the past, bub
they are gradually being cleared away by
this Government. We know the Health
Department to-day has great difficulty in
getting local authorities to carry out certain
reforms in the way of sanitation and public
heslth.

An Opposirion MemBer: Why don’t they
do their duty and compel them?

3r. FORDE: Because of vested interests.
Municipal councillors will not do their duty
simply  because they represent vested
interests, and they will not interfere with
their friends, but that will all be passed
aside when we have councillors elected on an
adult franchise. If you look at the work
carried out by municipal councils, more par-
ticularly by city councils, in Queensland, you
will find that very few municipal works have
been carried out because in the past there

wiho
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have been on those counals, owing %o the

restricted franchise, men who aro opposed to
are opposed to
control
sit on

municipal econtrol—men who
State cnterprise and the municipal
of public utilities. The men who
tho=n municipal councils are men
belisve in undertaking work w
fere with what they call private e:

I find that in cities like Manchester,
w, and Birndngham they have en the
Is men who tuke a broader outlook and
a broader view of things altogether, and they
have done considerably more in the way of
conducting public utilities than the councils
heve. In Glasgow the wunicipality has been
]’)10* d to spend large sums of money to
provide pure dairy milk for the children.
They spent upwards of £150, 000 on the estab-
lishmaent of dairy herds alonc in Glasgow, so
that the little children might not be poisoned
by impu‘*rx milk, We know that in many
parts of Queensland to-day, owing %o the
aduniteration of milk, sickness and cpidemics
are prevalent amongst little children.

Of vourse, we know that members opposite
are not much concerned about things ot such
vital importance as those which engage the
attention of members on this side of the

House. Local authorities in Great
[7.30 p.m.] Britain have wider powers, I
admit, than those of Queensland,
and it is the aim of this party to give wider
powers to the local authorities of Queensland.
Tocal cuthorities in Great Britsin ha
power to care for children, for education
from the elementary school to the secondary
school, to look affm art galleries, hotels, fire
stations, hospitals. infirmaries, gas and water
and electric hghhnw and dairics for the (,hll-
dren’s milk. In England and Scotland, owing
to the wide powoers “that are given, they look
at things from the broad standpoint of doing
the best for the people, and thev have a
more democratic franchise than they have
here. They provide for electric light, gas,
and other utilitics.

Bir. FrpaINsTONE: Yet they have

had a Labour Governmerit,

Mr. FORDE: They are goiug to have a
Labour Government. It is coming. The
municipalitics In Great Britain have better
services than the wlanicipalities in_ Queens-
land in respect to tramways, elec tric lighting,
gas, and so on. We know tha’c in the past,
under certain Orders in Counc*l the matter
of lighting has been left in the hands of
monopolies, We on this s1dc are opposed to
that. We think all these utilities should be
controlled by the people living in the munici-
pality. The opposition that s covmmr {from
the other side is only the oppoesition to ev ery
reform measure introduced into this Chamber,
Members opposite believe in just hanging
on, but we are the Govornmont that estab-
lish precedents. We do thqu and we do
not talk as much as hon. members opnosite.

o

never

An OpPosITION MEMBER: You do talk.

Mr. FORDE: You couldn’t if you tried.
The electors now will elect the mayor. That
will be a good thing. The hon. member
for Toowong, I presume, will never again
oceupy the magyoral chair if the whole of the
people of Greater Brisbane have the say.

Mr. MAXWELL ;
FORDE: It is a good thing that the

elootlons will be held in March, so that after
the 1st July it will be possible for the people

I could beat you, anyway.
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to have Labour councils governing the local
bodies of Queensland. (Ifear, hear!)

Hon, W. H. Barxes: I thought they wers
non-political.
My, FORDE: We know that any council

¢f which the hon. member is a member is
political, and bitterly political. I am glad
the Iome anarfment will give the local
authorities assistance in preparing the roll,
hocause weo want to have the volls up to date.
We want t3 sco that there is no undue delay
in prcpanng them. I am glad, also, to see
that provision will be made for a certificate
of competency for local authority clerks.

One important matter touched upon by the
Home Secretary is the dilapidated buildings
to be found in different part of Queensland,
which are not properly looked after br
municipalitiez at the present time, Probably
the friends of members opposzm own those
buildings, and so they do not want them
to be interfered with. I am one of those
who think that it is the duty of the loeal
governing body to see that there shall be =
better system in the future.

Then the local governing bodies will have
the power to exempt old-age pensioners,
soldiers, and poor widows from rates. {Oppo-
sition laughter.) .Of course, I know that
members opposite have no aymp“thy with
the widow-that all their syiupathy is for the
big profiteer and the landiord, the men who
put the boodle into the ﬁﬁhtmg funds of
their parties. Therefore, it is right that
some of the members on this side should
veice their opiniens in favour of the poor
unfortunate widows. (Renewed Opposition
laughter.) Ilon. members may laugh st
those poor people; but every humane person
svimpathises with them. ‘

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order!

Myr. FORDE: It is quite a good provision
to make. I thmk that tne repeal of the

limitation of thn general rate is a good
thing. because I know that in Rockhampton
the vetes have been raised to the maximum

allowable under the Act, and an amendment
in this direction is mfrcntlv needed. sin-
¢avely hope that the “Home Secretary will
s2e that the neces:ary machinery is put into
operation, so that there may be an elcction
at the proper time, and that the workers,
the producers of Queensland, will have an
opportunity of voting for truly democratic
representatives, men who stand for the
people, Tho whole of the people. the pro-
ducers of the community, and not for the
landlords and profiteers, who are ro epresented
br members opposite

Hon. W. H. BARI\ES: Are there no land-
lords on the opposite side of the House?

2ir. TORDE: There are fair-minded men
on this side of the House, and I feel sure
that the introduction of this measure, to
which the people of Queensland have looked
fcrward so long, will stand to the lasting
credit of the Home Secretary as having been
the Minister to introduce a progressive
meazure.

Mr. BERBINGTON : It is very interesting
to find members on that side taking up so
much of the time of their own party in this
business of * 1f vou seratch my back, I'll
soratch yours.” The hon. member who has
just spoken said that, in a certain city, the
local council had reached the maximum
of taxation. I believe that there is no
restriction on the taxation by councils at the

Mr, Bebbington.]
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present time. That restriction has been

removed.
Mr. Forpe: Ask the Home Secretary.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The hon. member
ought to have known that before he started
to speak. I would call his attention to an
address the present Minister for Public
Instruction made to the local authorities. He
said he was going to provide them with
abundance of funds for building their main
roads and filling any other requirements in
their areas. That raised them to the tip-
toe of expectation, wondering where he was
golng to get the money from, and what
amount he was going to give them. When
they resumed after lunch the Minister said
he was simply going to remove the limitation
on their taxation powers and allow them to
tax themselves.

The SECRETARY ror PuUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Hear, hear! That’s it.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Compare that with
the statement of the last speaker that a
certain city council had reached the maximum
of taxation.

Mr. FORDE:
either.

Mr, BEBBINGTON : Then the hon. gentle-
man dealt with the franchise in England and
the works carried out by the municipal
councils there. The reason is that they are
not Labour eouncili—they represent the
people. The fxanclnse in Lngland to-day is
simply residence or occupation. The person
who resides in the cottage has the vote. We
onght to have had that years ago. Of course,
I know that every resident here can get
the vote if he wishes to pay the taxes.

sIr. FrY: That is right; if he pays the
rates he gets the vote.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : There is nothing to
prevent any tenant paying the taxation and
dnductm(r the amount and getting the vote.
Some time ago a Southern judge made 8
wonderful dlSCOVOlV He discovered that the
people who bought goods at the stores paid
the taxes of that storekeeper. We have
tome of our politicians on the other side
making just as great a discovery. Any
berson who has any reason must know that
2 business man must put the amount of his
taxes on to the goods he sells. What other
means has he of paying them? He has ornly
the one means of mfakmg his money, and
that is by the goods he turns over.

Mr. ForDe: He charges sufficient to cover
thoe rates.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Certainly he does.
I have gone into the matter very carefully,
and I find that the cost of living in Queens»
jand has increased exactly in the same ratio
as the faxes which have been put on the
taxpayer. The Government imposed the
taxes: therefore, thay have to be added on
to the cost of living.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!
Mr. BEBBI\GTO\ I am dealing with

this matter of franchise and having a voto
and paying the taxes. 1 say the cost of living
increases according as taxation increases—
that it has to be put upoen the cost of living.
{(Government interruption.)

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. BEBBINGTON : IIad thers been no
inerease of taxation, there would have been
very little increase in the cost of living.

[Mr. Bebbington.

It was not a Labour council,
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The one has kept step by step with the
other.

The TrREASURER: If there were no taxation
the cost of living would be nothing?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: You cannot increase
taxes without increasing the cost of living.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I point out
to the hon. member that this is not a taxa-
tion proposal at all. He must deal with the
resolution before the Committee.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : I say it is a taxation
proposal.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I cannot
permit the hon. member to argue in that way
when c¢ulled to order. I ask the hon.
member to deal with the resolution before
the Committee.

Mr, BEBBINGTON: I say the increased
taxation of the local authoritics will increase
the cost of living. I certainly would not
disagree with your ruling at any time, Mr.
Chairman. (Laughter.) There is another
thing I want to stress. The Home Secretary
has not informed us yet whether all State
industries which are run for profit are going
to pay taxes under this Bill. I would like
the hon. gentleman to inform me on that
point.

The Home SecRETARY : If you sit down I
will have the Bill put through and printed,
and hand you a copy inside ten minutes.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: We feel sure that
provision is not in the Bill.  Once you admit
the principle of taxation of State industries
which are competing with private industries,
the State industries must go down.

Mr. Corring: What rot!
Mr. BEBBINGTON: The first thing I

would do would be to make them pay the
city council and shire council rates, the same
as any other private business. That is what
I want the Home Secretary to do. Places
like the Qtate timber-yard are cutting up
our streets, know one little yard the State
uses for their business, The previous tax-
payer paid £80 a year. I rang up the citv
clerk and he gave me the amount. I said
to him, ‘“Of course,. the Gove‘nmem‘ DAYS
nothing.””  “ Oh, no,” he said. We had to
put extra on the other taxpayers.”

The Hoxe SECRETARY : Are you a ratepayer
in Brisbane?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I am a ratcpayer
in Queonsland any]now and this is going to
me, heeause the sama thing applins 21l
over Queemland It applies to Toowoombu,
and I am a ratepaver there,

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: Arve vou a rate-
paver of Cambooya?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Yes, I am. I have
2 fair amount of interest in ‘this Bill. ~ What
T disagree with most is that you can put a
certain number of men on to making a rail-

way, a main road, or anything else through
a shire council’s area, and those men mlght
control the expenditure of that shire and
run them into an expense of thousands of
pounds, and immediately put their swags on
their backs and clear out. I maintain they
should be allowed on only one roll. If you
send men up from Brisbane or elsewhere to
work on the roads or the railways, they
have no right to have a vote in that shire.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTURE: They
would be on only one roll.

ax
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BEBBINGTON : It would be quite a
different thing to what it is now.
Mr. Forve: If you had your way, they
would be on no roll.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The hon. member
must have s very bad mind, People express
what is in their own minds. I am sorry to
see the hon. member come down so low.
(Laughter.)

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr. BEBBINGTON: He

taken a step down
laughter.)

NOTT (Starley):
nuwiaber of matters
am perfectly in accord,
of further power
do wway wiih

secms to have
somehow., (Renewcd

There are quite 2
the Bill \\1th ich

to the Jocal authorities to
wud widening the scope
in a number o{ dttlrn. But there is tho
matter of the frenchise that I think it of
the greatest danger to tho country. At the
time the local authorities are run by
- whe are directly interested, especially
the public point of view, in the various
in which they work, It is oniy feasible
1k they would give every attention to
opmtf the particular shires, in order
to m\\e ior their progre 8 ff the franchise
i3 widened, a® is d, 2 lot of people
\\'lh be permiti=d to veote for members of
shire councils who wiil not have the respon-
sibitities which arc on the other people.
Certainly 2 rumber of hen. members have
aid that the electors pay a number of taxes.
I agroe that every cwctor, when he is pur-
chasing the various commodities that he uses,
does pay a number of taxes indirectly, but
the ratepayers pay all those same taxes, and,
in addition, e to pav the rates. I think,

j=n

that the interests of the local

will he ter looked after if the

o1 to ratcpayers alone.

objection to the of the parlia-
mentary vell is thwt if, as has been stated
during the debate, as a result of the exten-

sion of the franchise to all parliamentary
electors, councillors may bo elected who are
unsympathetic to the ratepayers, works may
be undertaken that will be gle“tly to the
advantage of nomadic electors—men who are
not nart‘culall\ intercsted 1r1 the particular
district—and when the work is done those
people can move from the distriet and leave
the responsibility for the peyment for those
works on the shoulders of the ratepayer
There am certain directions in which 1t is
proposed by the Bill to e<tend the powers of
local authoritics with which I agree, par-
sicularly these affecting the health of the
community and the eradication of slums.
Fortunately, I come from a little country
town where T am quite proud to say we have
no ]ums and no cottages that are not abso-
lutely hrgienic and habltable in every way.
I am only sorry to think that other elec-
torates are not so fortunate.

The HoOME SECRETARY :
aveas in every district.

Mr. NOTT: The sooner local authorities
are given power to dLaI with these matters
the ‘Ltt(‘l‘. But sizws, in all cases, arc not
altogether the fault of the local anthorities.
In meny cases they are brought about by the
individeals whe 'nn?nvt *hemy. It is an old
saying that a pig is always a pig, quite
irrespective of the howsing provided for
him, and that remark is equallv applicable
to some people. However, there is no doubtb

There are not slum

[26 NovEMBER.]

especially the ngiug'

Adjournment. 325

that the existencs of slums is a thing that
will be very hard to overcome. I suppose
there will always be slums, especially in big
centres of population.

The FoME SECRETARY:
authorities do  away
buildings.

My. NOTT: The hon. member for Rock-
hampton said that the proposed extension
of the franchiss will be nauscating to the
Liberals. admit that it will (*ev“amlv be
nauseating to s great many Liberals, and to
a great many clectors of the State.

Mr. W. Coorzr: Do vou belong to the
Tiberal party or to the Farmers’ p:nth

Mr. NOTT: I belong to the Primary
Producers” Union. (Lamrhuor) I am a mem-
ber of the Country party, and I am quite cer-
tain that before very long we shall be the
sty st poarty hore, E‘~17""‘JHV as class legis-
fation such as this widening of the franchise
will assisi msterially increasing our num-
be tor on, I hope that it will place us
sion of the Government benches.

in pos
why oppose this

Not
with

if the local
dilapidated

Ae,
loahla'm 7
My, NC V'""‘

. Coorrr: Then,

deal has been said in
ternrises, and the
hed to know if
to pay rates
sfion every
ious to have
in the a’hrm. tive, We think that

1 enterpri should *he made to pay
The hon. me m] cr for Rockhampton

Y "«ytm] wi
tros b culd have
Bill,  That s

1'at(‘i. : b
vemarked thet the Bill itself is a widening

<f Government enterprises. 'The late referen-
dum showed very plainly that a very large
meoierity of the «lectors of this State were
nct in favour of State hotels.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I would ask
the hon. member to econfine his rerearks to
the question before the Committee.

Mr. NOTT: I maust apologise. I am sure
that the proposed alteration of the franchise
will not be recoived favourably by the
elector=, Perszonally, I shall have very great
U]r\muln in voting agmmt the Bill, especially
because of the pmpo:a] to alter the franchise
in the manner proposed

Question put and pas:e

The Houss resumed. The CHAIRMAN
reportad that the C‘ommm‘e“ had come to a
resolution, and the resolution wnsg agreed to
by the House.

First READING.
The Bill was read a first time, and the
second reading was made an Order of the
Day for Monday next.

WHEAT POOL BILL.
Reruryep FroyM COUNOIL.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of
a message from the Council returning this
Bill without amendment.

ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMIER : I move—That the House
do now adjourn. The business on Monday
will he the second readings of the Common-
wealth Powers (Aerjal Navigation) Bill and
the Local Authorities Act Amendment Bill.

Question put and passed.

The House adjcurned at 8 o’clock p.m.

Hon. E. Q. Theodore.]





