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264 Adjournment, [ASSEMBLY.] Questions.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

THUREDAY, 25 \OVDMBLR 1920.

The Speakir (Hlon., W. Bertram, Maree}
teok the chair at half-past 3 o’clock p.m.

QUESTIONS.
CYCLONE INSTRANCE AND WARNINGS.
Mr. OREEN (Towrseile) asked the
Attorney-General—
“1.In  view of the approaching
cyclonic seavon in North Queensland, is

it his in on to introduce a measure
for cyelonic insurance this session?

=]

¢2. Has he seen the svstem of cvelonie
warnings drafted by Captain Rhodes,
harbour-master at Rockhampton? If so,
will be join swith the Northern members
in  making represcntations for  its
adoption.”’

he ATTORNLEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders) replied—
“1. The matter is receiving considera-
Hon.

2. T have seen the system of eveclonic
warnings drafted by Captain Rhodes, and
can assurc the hon. member that the
Government is alw ready to give full
consideration to any proposals regarding
cyclonic warnings, or anything else affect-
ing the welfare of North Oueensland ”

ProrosED StrEL WoORKS AT Bowex,
Mr. COLLINS (Bowen) asked the

Premicr—

1. Fias his attention been drawn to
an article appearing in the ¢ Brisbhane
Courier” of 23rd instant dealing with the
cstablishment of steel works at Bowen?

2. Will he take steps to prevent such
slanderous and erroneous statements
regarding the climatic and industrial con-
ditions at Bowen, and North Queensland
generally, from being scattered broad-

sast 7

“3. Does he not consider such state-
ments inimical to the best mtezests of
land settlement, and to the expansion of
industrial eaterprises in  Bowen and
North Qucunsland?

“4. Will he ascertain the wmortality
rates for Bowen during the past five
vears. and Newcastle, in New South
Wales, for the same period ?”’

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe) replied—

“1. Yes,

“2. 1 am afraid it would be imprac-
ticable, however desirable, to devise some
means for preventing the publication of
statoments  such @3 those referred to
which arise from ignorance and an
imperfect knowledge of the matter dealt
with. It is well known that Bowen
possesses a cool and regular temperature,
which is no greater than places 10 to 15
degrect  further South, including the
sonthern portion of New South Wales.”

“ 3 Yes.
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“4. The mortality rates for the
reglstry district of Bovxeq and Newcastle,
New South Wales, respeciively, are—

Bowen
Year. Rate per 1,000 of
Population.
1915 .5
1916 9.13
1917 ... 885
1913 .. 12,05
1919 .. 14,11
Neweastle.
Year. Rate per 1,000 of
Population.
1616-17 11.99
1917-18 11,49
1918-19 3.7

PRrICES OF STATE BEEF.

Mr. ROBERTS (Zast Toowoomba) asked
the Minister in charge of State enterprises—
) 1w hat was the average price per
ib. paid bx the State to various meat-
works for beef supplies—(a@) on 30th
Desomber, 1919; (5) on 30th June, 18207
“2. What was the average price
charged by the State butcheries to the
public for beef--{a) on 30th December,

1919; (b) on 30th June, 1892077
The TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly,

Paddington) replied—

" 1. {a) and (), 42d. was the average
price for the year ended 30th Junec, 1920.
2. {a) and (b), 53d. was the average
{gﬂg.ge” for the year ended 30th June,

WHEAT PER 8.8, ““Porr CHALMERS.”

FRY (Kuwrilpa) asked the Minister in

ehalcre of State enterprises—

“1. Is the wheat now being shipped
by the s.& ¢ Port Chalmers’ the property
of the Qx wensland Government?

“2. What is  the quantity
shinped ?

“3. Doex he know the condition and
quality of the wheat now being shipped?

‘4 Will not the quality of this wheat
seriously damage the reputation of
Queensland ?

“5. Is the wheat fit for human con-
sumpiion ?

‘6. Is the wheat being inspected before
being shipped. and by whom?

7. To whom has the wheat been sold ?

“8. What is the purchasing price?”

The TREASURER replied—

“1. Yes; State Produce Agency.

“2. About 16,000 bags.

“3. The wheat is ‘Adelaide B quality
wmilling  wheat,” numerous cargoes of
which have been shipped plo\*lously in
the South.

“4. No; wheat will be invoiced as
‘Adelaide B quality milling wheat.

“h Yes

“6. Yes; by officers of State Produce
Agency capable of inspecting; any wheat

not considered fit for shipment 1s being
held back.

“7 and 8. By arrangement with Aus-
tralian  Wheat Board wheat is being
shippcd on consignment to Commonwealth

being
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Qurstions,

Wheat Committee, London, who have
undertalken to place it in best markets.”

AvcTion SALES FOR PusLic CURATOR.
Mr. FRY asked the Attorney-General—

“1. What was the total amount
realised during the twelve months ended
30th June last from auction sales con-
dueted by order of the Publie Curator?

“2. What auctioncers, during that
period, conducted sales on behalf of the
Public Curator?

“3 What indebtedness was Incurred
br the Government to each, inclusive of
all amounts paid or as yet unpaid, in
respect of commission on such sales by
auction?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL replied—
“1 to 3 The information 1is being
cbtained.”
Q1418 MotoR-CAR IN CARNARVON KELECTORATE.
Mr. CORSER (Burictt) asked the Pre-
mier—
“1. Was any State motor-car in use

in the clectorate of Carnarvon during
the two months ended 9th October last?

«“9 If so, for what purpose was if
being used, how many days was it in
use, what was its itinerary, and what
was the cost to the State of its tours,
inclusive of wages and expenses of
driver?”’

The PREMIER replied—
“1 and 2. Inquiry will be made.”

CONSTRUCTION OF STATE ABATTOIRS.

AMr. PETRIE (Toombul) asked the Pre-
mier —

“When does he intend to proceed with

the construction of State abattoirs at

Wolston, which his Government proposed

to begin in 191577
The PREMIER replied—
“When c¢ircumstances
action.”’

justify  such

ProPoSED DENATIONALISATION OF BABINDA

HorzL.

Mr. PETRIE asked the Premier—

“Tn view of the overwhelming majority
given by the people of Queencland and
of the Babmda district, against State
control of the Jiquor traffic, is it his inten-
tion to denationalise the Babinda
Totel 777

The PREMIER replied—

“No; the result of the recent poll was
in favour of continuance, and the State
Tlotel, Babinda, will continue to operate
its residential and other facilities to serve
the interests of the people of that
distriet.”

EXP:NDITURE OX STAtE IRON AND STEEL
IWORKS.

Ar. FLETCHER (Port Curtis) asked the
Ministor ropresenting the Secretary for
Mines—

“YWhat 1= the tohl amount expended
to date on account of State iron and steel
works—(n) Yampi iron ore expenditure,
(#) all other expenditure? ”



The HOME SECRETARY (Flon. W.
McCormack, Cairns) replied—

“{a) and (p) £11,058 14s. 10d. to 3lst
October, 1920. This amount includes
e\hendxture in connection with the inspec-

v and investization of the Yampi
md iron ore dﬂoo bhut not the pur-
chase price, which is £33,000 (£3.000 cash
vhich has 'n paid, and £20.000 in
debentures cav g 6 per cent. interest.
which have bheen issued).”

Haywron Cord STORES.

Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister in
chargo of State enterprises—
“1. What is the estimated cost of the
Hamilton cold stores when completed?
“2. What is to be the total cubic
capacity of cold storage space when com-
pleted 7
3. Is he satisfied with the manner in
which the cork contract has been carried
owt in connection with these cold stores?
““4. Does he not think the contract was
wf'votva‘m({ in a very irregular manner?
“5. Will he institute a public inquiry
into all matters surrounding the placxrw
of tho contract, and the carrying out of

PRT]

same?
The TREABURER replied-—

1. £250,000.

2. Gross content of all building:.
L.737,036 cubic feet: net capacity of cold
storage space, 604,800 cubic feet.

“3. Vs

“4. No.
Quite unnecessary.”’

STATE CONSERVATORIUM OF MUSIOC.

Mr. FORDE (Rockhiempton) asked the Sce-
retary for Public Instruction—

“Will he urge the Cahinet to agree to
the ecarly estdbhshment of a State conser-
vato*mm of music in Queensland, and
thus bring within the reach of the sons
and daughters of the poorer people of
thia State the expert tuition of the best
professors of music and singing in Aus-
tralia at @ nominal charge? 7

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. J. Huxham, Buranda)
replied—

“The matter

be brought before
Cabinet.”

will

Rammway Juxtor CLERKS' APPOINTMENT.

Mr. KERR (Enoggera) asked the Secretary
for Railwavs—

“1. (a) Is it a fact that certain surplus
junior clerks, befwsen the ages of
eighteen and twenty years, of the various
head offices of the Railway Department,
were transferred to other Government

departments during the last twelve
months; (b) if so, what was the reason
necossitating such transfers?

“2. (a) Ts it a fact that, a short time
thereafter, a brother of the hon. the
Secretary for Railways received a position
in the hmd office of the Railway Depart-

ment in a clerical capaocity, u*ul is now

receiving £230 per annum; (A) that his
age 15 between eighteen and twenty
years?

Jommonuwealth Bank, LEte., Bill.

“3 Is it a fact that o*hrr junior cler
of the same uge, with years lenger service,
compatent, and on the permanent staff,
o:ﬂy recelve £135 under the award?
Is it a fact that such appointmen
o&rrnd to in the previous questions w
not confirmed—that is, the person =
not placed on the permanent Staff of the
Railway Department, because it would
have meant placing him on an equality
with other junior clerks at a roduction
in salary of approximately £100 per
annu, to conform to the award? ”
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
! J. Lavcombe, Keppel} replicd—

“1 to 4. As there was a surplus of
employees in the Railway Departinent in
March last, a number were seconded over
to other Government departments. At
that time I was Ifinister for Works, and
Jd. N. Larcombe acted as my private
secretary.  In April 1”st a Ministerial
rearrangement took place. The Hon.
J. A, Fihelly became Treasurer and tock
his private secretary from the R:w;m.
Department to the 'Iroasvrv Department,
and my secrotary “xc"o’opanlcd me to tnk‘
Railway Depdrtvm‘nt At that time J.
Strachan, who assisted as railway private
seerctary, was away on holidavs, On his
retwrn I promoted him to the positicn of

p11V.1 secretary, and J. N, Larcombe
took up Strachan’s duties at less salary
than Strachan was receiving.”

DreaNTrALISATION OF PusLic OFFICES.
Mr. GREEN asked the P
Wil be arrange for the decentralisa-
tion of all pubur’ offices sc as to facilitate
the work of the principal departments in
Worth Queensland, whoese eperations are
frequently delayed through having to
await decisions from the Brisbane offic
on matt of minor importan ’
The PREMIER replied—

“If the hon. gentleman will be so
good as to specify the public offices wh
operations are ‘ frequently delaved ’ T wiil
have the matter inquired into.”

remler—

3

FoORESTRY WORK IN THE NORTH.

Mr. GREEN asked the Secretary for Public
Lands—

“1. What was the total amount spent
on forestry work north of Mackay during
the year ended 30th June last?

‘2. Will he immediately instruct the
Horestry Department to mltmte a scheme
for the conservation of Northern
timbers ?

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon, J. H. Coyne, Warrego) replied—

1. £5482 Ts, 4d.

“2. A scheme of conservation of
Northern timbers is being initiated, and
will be developed so far as funds permit.”

I3

COMMONWEALTH BANK AGREEMENT
RATIFICATION AND BSTATE AD-
VANCES BILI.

Tuirp READING.
On the motion of the TREASURTR (Hon.

J. A. Fihelly, Paddington), this Bﬂl was
read a third tirme. and ordered to Lo trans-
mitted to Lhr Legislative Council for their

=)

concurrence, by inessage in the usual form.



Avr Navigation Bill [25 Nov
CONTROL OF AIR NAVIGATION BiLL
INITIATION.

The PREMIER, in movin
) }That- the Houss will, at its next
sitting, wvesolve itself intc o Committec
of the Whole to consider of the desirable.

ness of introducing a Bill to refer to the
Parliament of the Comonwealth the
control of air navigation; and fer pur-
poses connected therewith”’—

said: I do not know whether hon. members
dexire to suggest they are opposed to the

g fer of these powers to the Common-
woalth Government or are anxious to up-
bold the glorious rights f the Sfate in
regard to this question. At any rate, the
Bill itself carries out what was agreed to
ab the Premiers’ conference, when it was
decided that such powers should be trans-
ferrad to the Commonwealth, in order that
we should have uniform legislation dealing
h alr navigation. Representations were
at the conference, showing it was
urgently necessary and it was desirable that
legislation should be uniform and be con-
trelled by the Commonwealth. The Imperial

authorities have evinced some interest in the
matter, and are pressing the States to take

some action to have the main principles of
the recent International Aerial Navigation
Convention legislated upon and carried into
effect. It was decided br the States to
transfer the powers to the Commonwealth by
the introduction of the necessarv legislation.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): 1 do not think
there will be very much opposition from
this side of the House, as far as this pro-
posal is concerned. I think we are all satis-
ficd that uniformity should exist and that
legislation should be introduced as soon as
possible.  Personally, I think we have all
seon Instances of indiseriminate flying over
towns, which has been the cause of accidents
in  some  cases. A regulation should be
brought in to save the public from such
danger. I read quite recently of a case
which happened at Longreach, and I was
tslking to a person who saw an accident
resulting from some fancy flying which was
donp by a man who evidently was not verv
anxious about his own wellbeing. We
showid protect the public interest, and the
sconer legislation is made in this direction
the better it will be. I do not think there
will be any opposition to the Bill from this
side of the House.

Hoy. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): I think
this is one of the things that should be
<controlled by the Commonwealth.
~ The Preyier: This is a change of policy,
isn’'t it? (Laughter.) '

Hoxn. W. H. BARNES: In connection with
aerial navigation, the time may come—I
hope it will not—when even Australia will
need it from the large national side. as
if may be a necessary instrument of defence.
I, therefore, think it should be controlled
by the Commonwealth Government.

The PrEMIER: What is the difference in
principle between transferring these powers
and those relating to the Savings Bank?

Hox. W. H. BARNLES: Probably, if I
started to show—as I could—the big differ-
ence there is, the Speaker would pull me up.

Mr. Moxrean: There 1
W. H. BAR

as

that in this case

revenue in this.

iiox.

1 Tt is perfectly
cortaln

Nt
2 there is an abeolutely

tit
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difference, and, as an hon. member has
viected, t fo ouo revenue in this, but

theve is some cost.
Question put and passed.

LOCAL AUTHORITIES ACTS AMEND-
MENT BILL.
INITIATION.

The IIOME SECRETARY (Hon. W.
McCormack, Cairns), in moving—
“That the House will, at its next

sitting, resolve itself into a Commititee of
the Whole to consider of the desirable-
ness of introducing a Bill to awend the
T.ocal Authorities Acts of 1902 to 1917 in
certain particulars”—
said: I do not want to deliver a second
reading speech at this stage. I just want to
say, briefly, there are several amendments
of the Local Authorities Acts contained in
thiz Bill, the most important of which is the
intention to alter the franchise. The other
amendments are those which have been sug-
gested by the local authorities” conference.

Mr. Corscr: Would you consider that the
most important one has been suggested by
he local authorities?

The HOME SLCRETARY : It may have
been; I have nct noticed it. There is no
use dealing with the question at this stage.
I wiil have something considerable to say
on the second reading- stage. I, therefore,
formally move the motion standing in 1y
name.

Mr, VOWLES: I rise to state that, in mv
opinion, it is not desirable to introduce
leyislation in the divection suggested by the
Home Secretary.

OpposiTioy Mpyerrs @ Hear, hoar!

3r. VOWLES: We have had this principle
before this Chamber on other oceasiors.

The Hovwe Secrerary : This comes of giving
inforation.

Mr. VOWLES: It is just as well we should
know. because we are being asked to consent
to something heing desivable which the
House knows we strongly object to. On the
last occasion on which we discussed this
matter it was plain that this was one of the
planks of the Labour platform on which the
Government had been returned to power, ?,nd
given a mandate to put mto operation,
together with other principles. The position
is reversed very much now. During lasé

1
election no plank of the Labour platform was
morve the subjcet of criticism than the altera-
tion of the franchise with respect to local
authoritics. Omn every platform on which T
spoke in the country 1 pointed out to the
people that if they returned the La,bour
Government this and certain other legislation
was going to be put upon them, andin those
electorates in particular there was & revulsion
of feeling against the present Government,
and when the general result was known we
diseovered that the people in the country
were not behind the Government and their
platformn. but behind the gratiemen who aroe
now sitting in opposition.

The Pnemmer: Which section of the Oppo-
sition ?

Mr. VOWLES: If the Premicr kusw his

business, he would knew that Perliamént
recognises only one Opposttion.
The Prruizr: 1 know that wour party

obtained fewer votes than the National party.

Mr., Vowles.]
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Mr. VOWLES: It is no gocd the hon.

gemlonum talking ahout my party or some-

bedy else’s party. Let him talk about his

own party and the anti-Labour candidates,

end he will find that the gentlemen in Par-

tament to-day who are opposed to his prin-

clvlon peprosent a ma ty of the people in
the country.  That being so, what moral
authority has the Fome Semetd y or the

Gevermiient to bring in a principle such as
this, when the erp] have d1\,tmctly told
them they do not wang it? We have always
been told the Government stood as a demo-
cratic Government. Although it has a larger
number oi representatives in the House than
we have, it does mnot represent a larger
nuinber of perople in the countly, and it can-
not conseientiously or morally attempt to put
into cffect any of the principles which the
people have voted against. Without geing
into any further detail with respect to that
one subiect which the Hlome Searetary spoke
we do not know what the
. say it is not desirable that we
should ha\o anything to do with an altera-
tion of the lgglslatlon in the direction
suggested.
The HoME SECRETARY :
agree with the others.

My, VOWLES: T’ll express my opinion
when T see them. At present we know there
is something objectionable, and we are geing
to raise our voice against it, and =ay thaf in
the interests of the country it is not desirable.

Tox. W. H. BARNES: The Minister, in
moving this resolution, stated that the prin-
cipal thing was the franchise. That was
about the only information he gave us.

The HoME SEcRETARY: Vou used to give a
ot of information, didn’t you?

I think you will

P
1T

Hox. \\ - BARNES: T aw very glad the
Home S ocwr recognises that when 1 was
a \Im.~r01 I gave a great deal of informa-
tion.

Tihe Houe SrcremsrY: You gave no infor-
mation.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I was noted for

the information which I gave to the other

side.  (Government interruption.)
. Mr. Fry: And was correct when he gave
it.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: That is not the
question, however. The question is that the
hon. gentieman has given notice of some-
thing which he knows is manifestly unfair,
and is t democratic. Now, what is the
position to-day?

Mr. Surtm: It is essentially democratic.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: No, it is not essen-
tially democratic. The parties who pay the
rates should have the votes.

The oMz SECRETARY : You ere entirely out
of order in discussing the matter at this
stage.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am dealing with

the franchise. Is the

Home Sﬁcxetan the
Speaker, or are you,

Sir? Is he going t-
hy and boss the show this afterncon in his
characreristic n~]hon? It is fo tunate we
have vou in the chair, Mr. Speaker. and we
are not going to have the ITome Secretary
bossing the show. (Laughter) It is per-
fectly certuin that the hon. gentleman has
boon xzhmﬂod up in this pntlcuhr connec-
tion by outside for ces. I beliove nf*hr, down
at the haitom of his heart thn rrr‘nhr‘-
man would this was not a mur p'op sal.

[Mr. Vowles.

sicts Amendment Bill.

]

It is perfectly certain that this Bill is going
to do a grave injustice to local authoritics.
what the position with regard to
authorities ?  And, surely, they should be
considered? Acain and again, by an almost
unanimeus vote, they have said the proposal
vwhich the hon. gentleman is now seeking to
introduce by this resolution is manifestly
unfair, Some of us here to-day know that
when the hon. gentleman or some of his col-
leagues—thie present Minister for Public
Imhnction for instance—have been present,
they have had a bad time when thev have
attempted to discuss the question of adult
suffrage.
The HECRETARY FOR PTBLIC STRUCIION :

The local authorities always gave me a good
time.

T

aN

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle:
men has a very poor idea of what a good
time is. The fact remains that the principle

again and again, practically
by a unanimous vote. The local authority
men have always extended their usual cour-
to every Minister when he was speaking.

My, Sarte interjected.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member
for Mackay talks about democracy, and yet
he says that we should not expect anything
else from the men who have been returned
by the people in connection with local autho-
rities. It 1s perfectly certain that the Home
Secretary is simply obeying the behests of
someone cutside, who says this must be done,
and he comes along and tries to twit us with
being in two sections.

The HoME SucremaRY: I did not twit you.

Hox, W. H. BAR\ES The fact remains
that the Government, who have a minority
of vates, are the ones who are secking to
introduce this thing. The public are not
hehind them in this action. It is only, as you,
Mr. Speaker, know, by the way in which the
clectorates were dealt with that they suc-
ceeded in geiting back at all.  Yet they
come along and claim that this is democracy.
Well, save us from democracy of that kind.

Mr. MOORE (~1ub1[/nJ) I am going to
chject strongly to this amendment of the
Loral Authorities Acts.

Mr. SartH: We expected you would.

was opposed,

Mr. MOORT : Naturally, you would expect
it. Any ordinary sensible man would expect
it. (Launht(‘r) Wo know it has been

brought in br outside dictation. We recog-
nizse that when the present Minister for
Education was Home Secretary and went to

local authovity conferences, he felt very
1|zm')mf\xuﬂ”' at having to mention thiz
question.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION ¢
Ne, rever !

Mr. MOORE: But individuals were forcing

him to bring in ‘somethi ng in which he did
not belicve, It is m:nc*l s the same with the
present Home Seevcta He knows it
an unjust thing--1t is umailvfbut he has te

i3

do what he is told. Unfortunately, that is
the position to which we have come to-day

The HoME SFCRETARY: Don’t you be toc

sure ahout that.

Mr. MOORE: I wm quite sure of it,

becsuse s now the pyesent Home Secre-

sibte man and believe in fair

he were left to his own

;zul.\m al opinion I am quite sutisfied he
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ing that is un
his s, Is

would not bring i
cratic, such
thing fair
step 1 oand put a me on
man’s property and walk out and
him to pay for it? The thing is

i3 any-
that allows a man to

[4 p.m.]

't

age

ancther
atlow

Mr2

NT That 1z far-

Sir. MOORE: Tt ot far-fetched at alll
The ome Seercta ates that the other
amend nts ]l(? 15 } h SING 111 WOore

by the local suthority  confercnce 13
should he seloet the one voted .wawt on
five weparate occasions and bring it in as
the chiel enc.

The ng

*‘c
in ever
been recommen lod.

My, BIO0ORY:
one that we w
bring it in as
hefore

vared uumw‘r unfi
: ocne,  This Bill was
House on thro ous  eeca-
had an opp 1 1
ferondusn of the FEIsaH
‘.Jt opportunity
he Home 8
author
Hesessg

thc

r2 who have
by the prante of Quects
>n of the u,

By a

Lir. MOORE: We had men of all political
beliefs at that conference. Why, we had the
chairman of the council givi banqy
to My Tibel i to peak
politicaily » counnil
were vieing with one anot hm polniing our
how mach they supported the T.aabour party,

exeept on & one point,
The Howr Szcritany: Ch.
My, MOORE: Tvo members of this House
ot one time .Ateqd;d 2 conference, and they
voted for it because they had to ober the
crnens—thes could not e Ip it. But I sax
there were people of (111 political belicfs at
the local authowitics y they

no !

unanimously voted a'gaiui-t it
Alr.

The local auth

w\nn{
isation.

a Tory

SPEAXER: Order! O
MOORE: The
v does not k
about. Tt 1s

for
ilking

hon.
ow what
not a Tory cregani ion at all,

It comprises pecple of ail political beliefs
who have been clected by the people of the

ict ta T he affelis of the district.

& the first resolution

onference?  That

showed mcu poh ical beli
Mr.

n

OORE: Because a man believes in
and fair it does nat show his
politics, or it should not do so.

- Mr. Kirwan: It was not a
ing justice and fair play.

Mr. ForpE: Do you bkelieve in one man
one vote?

Mr. MOORE:
ient,

Mr.

motion reccrd-

ng this amend-

I am oppo

ForpE: I know you don’t.

Acts Amendment Bill, 269

Tha  SPHEHAKER Ordoer! Grder ! T
wrould a-k the hon. wmember for Rockhampton
not to imw‘ivm.

Mr. MOURE: Lelreve 1‘, renre-
sE f‘rmn \mtlml.‘ and that i~ what
this 5! lmnp in with
1€

tio CEETARY : Why not wut Lmtl
the socond ading to discuss the

Mr. MOORT: I

rieht to obicet fo it pow then,

objected to 1t every time, and i

objected to at every confercnce.
Mr. Forbr inforjected.

have everv bit

Mr. MOORE: It is all very well for the
member for Rockhampton to try and get in

clectioncoring stuff because he is
plebiscite.  (Laughter.) All
as been asking lately have
I do not

pelitical
go oing for a
the questions he h
been \\'lth the one point in view.

take any notice of that sort of thing. I am
looking after the interests of the people who
put me her strongly object to a

and
measire such as this being brought in. Just
as in the wheat Bill they put in something
unpalatable to the farmers, so in this ’mcv
are trying to fol © us to accept wme‘thmg
vot fair. T would rather have no
ndment at all, if we are going to have
s prov ion brought in, than have the
amendment we have asked for with this
acked on to ik

Mr. KING (Logen): The Minister has
given notice of his intention to bring in a
Bill to amend the Local Authorities Act “in

cortain partieulars The only particular he
is giving us is in connection with adult
franchise.  Certain other particulars for

certain other purposes mentioned in the Bill,
he ¢ n‘s\ recomsnctdations from local
authorities. T hope if they have come from
local autho "ms, he will give effect to those
recommuendati Tat adult suffrage is a
thing to which the local autherities are prac-
tically  wnanimously  opposed, vear after
vear at their confofences. For the last five
or six years the confersnces in Brishane have
passed a resolution condemning this prin-
ciple, and T =ay, further, that, not only have
the local suthoritics condemnecd it but the
electors of Queensland have condemned it
on two occasions. The last occaxion was
when the electors of Queensland returned this
Government to power with a minority of
20,000 electors.
The Ho¥E SECRET

My, KING: They have no mandste from
the people to bring in this amendment. When
the Act passed the Lower House and went
to the Upper House, it was thrown out
there. and that was one of the reasons why
a referendum was taken for the abolition
of the Upper House. The people of Queens-
land endorsed the action of the Unper House
by vefusing its abolition. T say it has been
before the people on t»’so occasions, and the
clactors have said. “We do not want it

Mr. MORGAN: T wish to move—That
the words “in certain particulars’” be
deleted.  The Minister has told us that he
doos not intend fo bring in all the amend-
ments suggested by the local authorities—
only some of them. ¥He mav pick out a
few to his own partienlar liking—a fow
which will. perhaps, suit his particular partv.
Amendments may be discussed and recom-
mended to the Minister year after vear
which, perhaps, may not he dealt with in

My

ARY : Nonsense !

Morpan ]}
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fornt,
let us deal with the matter
so that the Bill
We
amendments the Minister
The men connected with the
posi-

any shape or If we are going to
amend the Bill)
fully and conclusively now,
when once amended will last for years.
do not know what
has selected,
suthorities have occupied their
for many wears; they are unpaid a
do the work for ‘uhe good of the countrv
lly. The Minister says he has selected
in number of amendments rccom-
mended by the local authoritios; but there is
not a tsan in this House to-day I suppose—
not even the president of the Local Authori-
ties’ Association—knows what resolutions he
has sclected.

The Homg SECRETARY: We arc responsible
to the people; not to the president of the
T.ocal Authorities’ Association.

Mr. MORGAN : If responsible to the people,
you would not bring in an amendment
so far as franchise is concerned at all. The
people said distinctly on the last occasion
the question was put to them that they did
not believe in adult franchise. The ex-
WMinister, when introducing a Bill previously,
said, “ We have a mandate from the people;
the people have endorsed our policy.” On
this occasion the people turned it down by
20,000 or -more votes.

A GoveERxMEXT MEMBER: Cut that out.
The SPEAXKER: Order! Crder!

Mr. MORGAN: You have no right to be
on the Treasury benches at all.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Mr, MORGAN: You are occupying your
positions under false pretences. No (Govern-
ment that had any réspect for itself would
stay there for one moment,

The SPEAKER: Order!

. MORGAN: Vou know that what I
: is true, Mr. Speaker. We should have
an opnort‘m\ty of dcaling with every one of
the atnendments recommiended by the local
authorities, and not only the onecs which the
Minister likes to bring forward. The recom-
mendations have, no doubt, been carried
by a huge majority. The Minister is not
furnishing us with any particulars. He tells
us practically nothing, and, as an ex-Speaker,
the Minister knows perfectlv well that if we
allow the resolution to go through at this
stage we will be told we have lost our oppor-
tunity to get in any amendment, and would
only be able to deal with those brought
forward by the Minister. This is the stage
at which we should see that we have an
opportunity of widening the scope of the
Bill. We are not going to lose our oppor-
tlmif". We are going to endeavour to see,
when the amendment to the Local Authori.
ties Act is brought before the House, that
the emendments that have been recommended
so often by the lccal authorities will have
an opportunity of being discussed by hoth
sides of the House. I move accordingly—
That the words “in certain particulars’” be
deleted.

Mr. CORSER : I rise to second the amend-
ment. which, I contend, will make possible
the will of the local authorities being
embodicd in a Bill. Many amendments that
the local authorities have asked the Minister
for for wvears he has never been anxious to
bring a‘o*u: There has been a desire from
time to time to introduce an amendment
for adult franchise, and the Minister has

[Mr. Morgan.

Order !

[ASSEMBLY.] Ao

Amendmen? Bl
received a “”oaff from the other place. Now
he comes al with a Bill, the specific
purpose of Teh is reaily to force this

amendment. I would like to see the pos'hon
of trade unionism  in Queensland if the
Minister were to suggest that the Industrial

Counci! be electesd on an adult franchise.
There is a very conservative idea existing
in our Trades Hall operations, and the

councils there see that only those who have
naid their dues have a say as to who shall
B their councillors in industrial matters.

The Houe SecreraRY: Do you think the
nnions would object to the cmployers’
federation ?

CCRSER: Not all of them. T think
vou would get a lot of help from some of
T think if the Minister wants to be
consistent he would admit that it would be
a fair thing for the general public to have
a sar as to who should be their representa-
tives on the Industrial Council. The Minister
made a boast that he elected more councit
representatives than anyone else.

The Hove Sgererary: So I did elect more.

Mr. CORSER : In the Gayndah district, the
hen. gentleman would not elect the man
wented by the people of Gayndah to the
loeal conncil, bub, instead, he asked Mr.
William Demaine

The Houmre SecrETaRY : I did not ask him.

Mr. CORSER: The Minister asked that
gentlemsn to recommend a man, and he
'ppmntﬂd a man to the local eouncil against
the wishes of the people there. An slderman
was pr and bold enough to resign when he
found how he hnad bcen clected to the
was elected
the wishes of the aldermen and he
overnment nominee. We know that
very many amendments asked for
Tocal authorities at tho conference
ne evers year, but these pmend-
not veceiving the attention and
n that they should receive from
v. 1In fact, there are many matiers
tion with local government which
have not received much attention from the
Government since the Hon. CGeorge Appel
administelcd that department. (Hear, hear !}
We know that the local authority represen-
tatives have brought before the notice of the
Minister many matters of great importanca,
but the hon. gentieman has not given a hmclv
car to their consideration at all. Tf there
is such a desire to a=uist our local authorities,
v don't the Government bring forward the
suggestions mude by the local authorities
conference ievery year? Why don the
(VO\"‘}"ﬁuleﬂt provide the necessary money for
the local authorities to carry out the condi-
tions that the wages boards have placed
them in? Whv not bring forward some
scheme whereby the local authorities can
raise money to carry out those works which
are esseniial? I have much pleasure in
supporting the amendment. T hope the words
vill be deleted, so that the local authorities
will have a say as to what amendments they
would like to see inserted in the Bill.

Gayndah 'Town Couneil He
‘alInr

hv the
11(1d in Brish

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton): 1 also
support the amendment.
_ Mr. Swmits:  Another Daniel come to
judgment,

 Mr. BE BBT\T(‘TO\T Ves, it is about
time that we did come to judgment. (Govern-

ment lau htor) The people of this State
have given their judgment, and the Govern-
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n ¢ now waiting for the =onpinn: The
people have already judged, and it not
be long before the scntence Is esrried out.
T su

o

.
support the amondment, because there are
ther th that we need to consider in

with  locel  avthority  matters

be those mentioned by the Home Sccve
tary. WWe know that there are clau in the
different Bills passed though this Ilouse

which ave ruining the shire couucils and city
councils at the present time. I belleve the
Home Secretary mentioned about a -certain
shire council at Helidon, which gave a party
to the Premier or somecone clen. T believe
there is a dispube now as to swhather that
roney was rightly spent or not. The rate-
payers are rising up in arms against it, and
thero 1s going to be a fierce contest against
the councillor who was respousible,  The
reason for that cntertainment was ihat it
was not a shire council matter, but a political
matter.  In fact, these days evervbody is
getting paid for politics, and not for working
at all. We know that in the public service
the public servants arc paid for joining a
union and not for working at all.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Before the amend-
ment is put, I may say that it will be
recognised again and again in this House
that we have found ourselves in the position
that, after the Bill has been introduced, we
arc absolutely shut out from altering the
Bill in anv way.

The PreviEr: You are against it.

Hex. W. H. BARNES: No, I am in favour
of the amendment, which will include
anything that will be of benefit to local
governmient which is of importance. This
amendment is a proper one; and, bearing in
mind what the Government have said about
the local wuthorities, I am surprised that
the amendment has not bacn accopted.

Mr. WixsTaNLEY : Did you accept
amcndment when you were Ministey ?

Hox. W. H., BARNES:

knows that I

every

The hen. gentle-

man was a mode! in that
respect.
The Arrorxev-CENerin: Did you ever

accept a similar amendment?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Mr, Speaker, your
memory will be better than the Attorney-
General's.  You will know that I accepted
all amendments that were reasonable.

AMr. VOWLES: 1
amsgndment.
meagre deta

rise to support the
We have been given very
1 s as to what this Bill is likely
to contain. We have only been told one
principle which it will contai I would
like to know if the Bill makes provision for
ment to members of local authorities.
Houme SecreraRY: If T gave you that
information at this stage, everv member on
that side would want to discuss its merits
or demerits.

Mr. VOWLES: If we are golng to intro-
duce a Local Authorities Bill, why not make
a good job of it at once. I remind the

Tinister that promises were made to the

4

pay

authorities that amendments would
¢ introdured; and now that we have got
the opportunity to  introeduce them we

should bring them forward. I consider that
we should have some provision in cur local
authority laws whereby the Crown will be
d to pay something for the upkeep
of riiads  that arce destroyed by the
timber teams in the timber distriets. 1 have
here a record of the proceedings of the
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last conference of local authorities held in
Brisbane. I see & number of important
resolutions were agreed to.

The Houe SECRETARY : A Jot of them are
very u-efal
) VOWLES: Yes; and now that we

have an opportunity of putting them on the
statute-bock we rhould do so. The local
authorities’ conference is held every year,
and now is the time to bring forward the
suggestions adopted at those conferences.

The Houe SECRETARY: We don’t amend
the Arbitration Act every time there is a
trades union conference.

Mr. VOWLES: The ouly thing we have
after a trades union conference is a strike.
We know that the laws are not observed by
the members of trade unions. One thing
where legislation Is necessary is in connec-
tion with the valuation of perpetual leases.
At present it is altogether on a wrong basis,
and it should not be adopted in connection
with freehcld land.

The HOME SECRETARY :
is included.

Mr. VOWLES: That may be one of the
things that is inclyded in the Bill. If the
amendment is carried it will be competent
for any member to bring forward amend-
ments on other subjects than those men-
tioned by the Home Secretary. While we
are at it we might as well amend the Act
and be prepared to do what is just. Gener-
ally the amendments that are introduced are
from a city point of view or a departmental
point of view, and the DMinister does not
Jook on matters as being of extraordinary
importance to people in outside places. Hon.
members opposite think that they have
greater cxperience of Queensland than mem-
bers sitting on this side; but when they
come to put their ideas into practice we
find that they are always wrong. The
Viinister would be wise to accept the amend-
ment, and give u: a chance to divide on
the differert principles brought forward. If
they are not acceptable to the Government
they can be dropped. There is wisdom in
5 multitude of counsellors, and many desir-
able things can be suggested to the Chamber
by members of this House.

My, FRY: I intend to support the amend-
ment, and I hope the Minister will accept
it. If he will not accept it, it will look as
if he is afraid. There are many provisions
in the Local Authorities Act that should be
amended, and these provisions are well known
to the Home Secretary. I thought we would
have had an opportunity of bringing for-
ward amendments in the Local Authorities
Act, and probably tiey will not be provided
for in this amending Bill. Without repeating
it over and over and over again, I think
the Gavernment should accept the amend-
ment, seeing that we on this side repres:nt
the majority of the peopte.

WMy, KING: There is one point I would
like to get some enlightenment on. I have
already stated that the local authorities sub-
mitted many resolutions to the Home Secre-
tary, and he has expressed himself in favour
of a good number of them. What I want to
know is, are all of these resolutions to which
he has expressed himself as being favourably
inclinad been included in this Bill?  The
Minister oxpressed hkimself in  favour of
cartain proposalsy put forward b the lncal
authorities at different deputations. snd [
would like to know if they are included bhere.

Mr. King.]

I will see that that
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Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (Kust Toowoomba): I
think that the information the hon. mem-
ber for Logan is worthy of some reply from
the Home Secretary. It will be 1egogm~ed
that the hon. member for Logan is the
secrotary of the Local aL.thomtlm Association
and is in close touch with the requirements
of the local authoritie There are some

matters which 1 would like some information
on. I would like to know if the Minister
is going to override the local authorities in
the matter of interfering wirth gambling.
We know that the Government have given
permission for gambling, such as the liverty

fairs, when the local councils have objected
to them. If there is anything at all in giving

votes to the people, then when the people
elect representatives to the council, the coun-
cil should be able to give an expression of
opinion as to what is required, and it should
not be left to the Government to override
the people elected by the ratepayers.  Another
mattergwhich I have referred to in this House
is the necessity for the Brisbane people sup-
porting the Brisbane Hospital. In dmendmg
the Local Authorities Act, we should make
provision for the metropahtan area main-
taining their hospital. That is part of the
Labour party platform.

The Homr SECRETARY:  What about
Toowoomba ?
Mir, T. R. 1QOBL‘RTS You can include

Toowoomba, if you wish it, but I am speaking
about the Brisbane Lo»pltal At proeseat
the rest of Queensland has to support its own
ho:pitals, and also pay its share of the costs
of the upl\eep of the Brisbane Hospital. It

is time that was stopped, and here is an
opportunity for the Government to show
their sincerity. The Home Secrotary

leed
us whether, after an industrial con nee
they 1mmed1'telv amended the Industrial
Arblitration Act. I would say to the Minister
that they do not even wait for those con-
ferences. We had an exhibition this week,
where, between Friday and Monday, they
put an amendment into an i)ﬂpox.a.lt Bill
at the request of certain pewople. The word

has only te go forth, the dictation to be

issued, and immedia ely the; fall into line.
I think the amendment is reasonable and

scund, and, if the Minister desires to consider
the L‘unlremoms of local authority legis-
lators in this Chamber, he will give this
apportunity of ventilating these mattors.

Mr. MAXWELL (Tsowong): 1 must apolo-
gise for my absence when the Home Scerctar
was ’ntroducmg his motion, and should
to say a few md with reference to his
statf;mcnt that we did not amend the Arbi-
tration Act after every conference. The
opportunity presents itself now of making
ﬂw Local Authorities Act b()rn(,ﬂ’ll;lg worthy
of the name. The Local Authorities” Ascocia-
tion have submitted certain matters to the
Home Sceretary, who is prepared to bring
down to the House those matters with which
he 1‘\. in agreement, but he does not sax
anvthing about the other matters.

The Howme SECRETARY: You would not

suggest that he would bring m the matters
with which he does not agree?

Mr. MAXWELL: One hon. member said
that in & multitude of counsellors there is
wisdom, and, seeing that the local authorities
have taken fime to consider these matters,
which are of very great importance, the hon.
member might, as a matter of courtesy to the

[Mr.T. R. Roberts,

[ASSEMBLY.]

A(’zé Amendment Bill,

sive an opportun
House,

association,
them in the

The Hounm SLcreTaRY: You
opportunity on the second reading.
the place to discuss it

will have an
That 1s

My, ZIAXWELL : The motion provide
awencment of the Act ““in certain parts
lars.”  What harm would it do to acc

amendment? 1 know full well that «

us that the Aet is to be considered

certain particulars” only, and that 1s not a
fair position. It is all very well for the
hon. member from his own qtandnmnt or hla

2y rnatters

party standpoint, but there are
reement

with which he may not be
which should be discussed
The HoMme SECRET\RY You will find your-

self voting with the Opposition ou many
things you do not agree with.

Mr. MAXWELL: Will 17 FPerhaps the
hon. member is measuring me in his own
[ I shall \ote for the amendment in

to widen the scope of the Bill, and
us an opportunity tc make it better

than it is.

iox. J. G.
the Alinister
© certain panmdials
there might be no necessity for the
ment.

he IioMr SECk:IARY: You know that if I

Y

APPEL (4lbrrt): Possibl if
dl\ClOaLd in greater detail the
involved in the motion
amend-

;
i

did, they would discuss the merits and
demerits of cvery one of the proposals at
this stage.

J. . APPEL: I do not know that.
bloMp SECRETARY : You amended the
Authorities Act twe or three times,
accepted this amendment.

How.
The

G. APPEL: Possibly not, but
in agreement with the local
authoritios, (Tiear, heari)
The IoME SECHLTARY : $Bo am I
Hon. J. G. APPEL: The hon. member
has admitted that the maln principle in the
Rill is the broadening of the franchis £
natural corollary to that proposal, whic

would give voting power to every clector of
the btate, would bn to consent to the rating of
Crown lands. The hon. member knows t&luy
it this amendment were not carried we could
not provide that local authorities could rats
wn lands. Another matter of great
moment to loval authorities is the question
of empowering them to deal with vegetable
pests, more pai ‘mr’ulally I)llCIx;V -pear, which
are spresding from the sced beds on CIO\ n
lands. We “Quld be unable, in terms of the
order, to Introduce an avnenament \vhlch
would throw that liability of keeping those
lands clean—and it is a just liability—on the
Government. The hon. member for Iast
Toowoomba mentioned the conduct of fairs
which are practi ically nothing more nor less
than gambiing institutions, to which local
authoritics strongly object. If the Mini tcr
had disclosed that he proposed to deal with
matters of that kind, which, to my mind.
are of vital interest to every member of
the community, and not alone to local
authority taxpayers, the amendment would
not have been necessary.

The HOME SECRETARY :
give that power?

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Because, as I have
said, I always acted in conJunctlon with the
local authorities. Matters were discussed

Why did you not
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with them, and agreed upon, and a draft they have done in developmor Townsville and
Bill was submitted to them for their review makmv it what it is to-day. It may be

~—(tlear, hear !)—and the Bill was only intro-  cons idered that the local ¢ authority conference
duced after the local authorities had agreed  represents the Tory clement, as has been
to the dmendmcﬂr: in it said. 1 do not ad: mc that under any cirocuim-
I FloME MECRETARY : And vou cut out a  stamces. I heliev u.(.‘" are umadvnmd el

: section of the com-

a 11:~A1U111L1]t3, men ‘L opr _sentm("
4 N are

They who are xot afraid

ml\(r Lare-
L considerad
> local aathori ue:, chic ilu intorested in
it of the civsumstances under which
dut o ois worked., Therclore I
siue respeoct to tho iinister
of this Biil, at ne can
advice and assistunce from
rities’ Asscclation in making
of the State. I cannot
gentleman does not desirve
wanbers on this side of the
this a perfect mearure,

nC ETARY : I will accept your

to the ¢ “f‘.mnmv e
Cal""ﬂ‘” cut “L"dt WO,

3P T

f by in
hem and conferring wnh
in euy amendsient which t‘ m\th
i I thought sho uld be mtroduced
senciit nob alons o the locul
syirs but of the whole commn
was a rmore offcctive and
messure. 1 orefer 1in to the necessits
el wmﬂuno the Crown to evadicate pests
from Crown lends. To-day they are the
lleuiug grounds for all vogetable pests.
llm “v ister rmay say, “Why did you not
do t ‘ot had the power? i
as;ls ed the Iscal wuthorities
dea! with thofo pests
Admin o
were chavge

o0

IL“D(

Gafns

Minister
L-Jt‘_\l tm

s ithous
K of the
we o would

=2

ST R
a C\‘l'ulil) %
Stato. "1

of

Do

bt et oty

'ourugovn n he

Th TOME  SECRETARY ; i p
n-»\ir‘ACtoifzu ‘751~Li**‘o'vj alteration of the
SEOU 10 G, JOU kLow. spoil it.  Son

Mr. GREEN: Perhaps I am a little bit ¢
favoured in  that The local it and
authovitier of Fownsville have csrried on  the proposed alter
their  work  satisfactorily and \wl“ and :
creditably, and I think they owe nothing to
the present or any other Ministry for what

1920—1 ° Mr. Taylor.]

U canl Improy
'k omr of it. I contend
stions of the v
machine abuolutel:
crience of loeal authori-
Jocal authority men by

m ‘
(2]
J£3
Do
Av
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and mxgv wre animated by the one desi
to do the best they possibly can in the
interests of the wholo of the people in the
Darti cular area in which they operate.  ¥or
that purpose ther malptain an assoclation
\"hlch does not disband after a local authori-
f 5 been held at a ud}tl(‘uldl‘
£ the vear, but they consider
matters throughout the
. Surely that 1s a demon
lmt thes men are sincere and ear
their desire to carvy cut local authorits
in hm most cffict IANNCT 1
Minizter, by mt(‘we icn, said it would take
three !l.\,Dtu to do "utmn th*nga I am not
aware of any local authority in the whole
of Queensiand having asked the Minister to
introduce this particular legislation. I chal-
lenge the dnister to bring forward evidence
to show thut one local authomt" has come
forward and asked him to bring in the par
ticular amendment which he proposes to
introduce by this Bill. Surely there is some-
thing ?N.j!"“f]C‘*}lt a’nout that. 1If anyone
should have a knowledge of local authority
matt sarely it is the men who have been
carvying oun loral authority work throughout
the Htate for many years, and surely their
opi1]ions are worth cmnothmg even supposing

local

ther do not run in the same direction as
thoxo of the Minister, ‘uroll, he sho
able to bring befcre this IHouse, as ov

that a change is
some ¢
change

the

required, the fact that
authority has asked that this
should be made. I inteud te support
mendment.

The IHowe E They do not want
their privileges mteu Led with., Some of
thesi have two and three veotes.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Owxley): As far as 1

Vs to gather, the Minister merely
stated t the one change which was going
i effected was in connection with the

nehise,  Ie refused to give the Chamber

other mmrmwlon which, it seems to me, it

is quite time we should have. It is ancther
instance of the fact that if we want to get
information as to what the intentions of the

Gevernment are, we must refer to their pub-

lications. I propose, therefore, for the infor-

mation of hon. members occupying the Oppo-
sition benches, to read an extract appearing in
to-night’s *“ Standard.” \Ve will therefore
obtain from the ¢ Standard’ that informa-
tion which we cannot obtain from the Min-
ister. This is what it says—
¢ MUNICIPAL REFORM.
‘“ BILL COMING TO-DAY.
CAdult Franchise and Triennial
Elections.
““Dealing with Slum Areas.

“ A big but much belated departure in
municipal government will be made in the
amendment to the Local Authorities Act
which the Home 8 ecretary (Mr. McCor-
mack) will introduce in the Assembly at
to-day’s sitting.

“ Foremost of the new features of the
Bill will be the wiping out of the om
pxopel‘r\ gualification for voting et elec-
tions, and the introduction of the adult
fmnch1~e ”

That is just as far as the Minister thinks the

Opposition are entitied to information. Ihe

‘ Standard,” however, has been good enou

further information. 1t is just as

g it—that we have to look out-

¢ide this Chamber at all times for the inten-

tions of the Government. It goes on to say—

“Triennial elections will be held, and

Mr. Taylor.
L y

[ASSEMBLY.]
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the mavor or chairman, as the case may
e, will be elected by the pcople. Im
connection with the elections, the State
clectoral rells will be utilised.”
That is quit> intoru‘rinn Our 65,000 ghosts
will once more be made u=e of in muniecipal
elections.  This article proc»edsww

11

There are also other new provisions
in the Bill. For instance, power will be
ven to local authorities to exempt from
rating properties cceupied by incapaci-
tated soldiers and sailors, men suffering
from industrial diseases, or people in
receipt of LLL old age or invalid pension.
Power will he given to deal vnth dilapi-
dated premises or slum areas.’
I sec no reference to power being given to
local authorities to stop liberty fairs, two-up
schools, and such like institutions which
receive the moral support of the Government.
It szt"s further—
¢ At present the gencral rate Whlch a
COU']Cll can levy is limited to a maximum
of 6d. in the £1 on the unimproved value
of the land. This {imitation will be
removed.”
I have pleasure in giving that information
to the Opposition, sceing that the Home
Secretary has not seen fit to give it
The HMome SECReTARY : They never got that
information from me.

Question—That the words proposed to be
omitted (3r. Morgar’s amendinint) stand
part of the resolution—put; and the House
divided 1 —

ATES, 15

Mr, Barler . Kirwan

,, Breunan ,, l.and

. B-l]rock .. Larcombe
., Collins ,, McCormack
,, Convoy ., Mullan

., Cooper, F. A, ,, Payne

, O W, ,, Peas

- ., Pollernk

. ,, Riordan

. . lyen

' ,, ~mith

s ., Stopford

. ,» Theodore

,, Gilday ., Weir

., Gillies ., Wellington
., Gledson 5y ¥

,, Hartley ,, Winstanley
" ﬂu"h am

Tellsrs: Mr. F. A, Cooper and Mr. Forde.

NoEs, 28.
Mr. Kerr

rnes, W. H. .
,, Bebbington '
., Brand N
., Cattermull s
vs ., Moore
- ,, Morgan
, Ces tol‘o 5 Nott
., Dencon ., Petrie
,. Elphinstene - Ro})erfs, J.H C.
,, Fletcher ., Hoherts, T. .
, ¥ ,,  Swarnoe
Taylor
o ,, Tay
TVowles

AMr. Fle’tchel and Mr. Fry.
Resolved in the affirmative.

Tellers:

Qriginal question put.

[5 pm.]

Mr., FLETCHER: I would like to voice
my objection to the introduction of this
measure.  We have seen a great deal of bad
legizlation introduced by this Government,
and a great deal of legislation the effects
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hich were })lnblunatxoul at the time and
b has turned out mont disastrousiv, bus I
certainly think ther have never introduced

ing which is 11\01» to prove so disas-

trous as this measure. The effect will be felt
right throughout the counnunity. It will hit

own nppoum's in a
and groat

Teast

oW1l

way

they
nuwmnber of

their

e, do not w ant @ measure

It may be all vight in some

towns o shives, but in others it way result in
4 great ¢ of public noney and money
subseribed by the property-owners. Seeing
that the Government have a minority of
20,000 votes in the whole of Queensiand,

which is really in effect
people as far as they
stand for the referendum, and I challenge
them to put this matter fo a referendum,
and we wiil then see how they stand.

a referendum of the
arc concerned, They

Original question put; and the House
divided : —
Axes, 55,
Mr. Barher Mr. Kirwan
., Brennan ., Land

,» Bulceck

,, Colling

" Jnnrm‘

., Cooper, F.
,, Cooper, W,

.. Larcombe
., McCormack

»

s P.inn’mn

., Ryan

., “mith
ropford

doro

., Weir

5, Wellington
.. Wilson

,, Winstanley

© Mr. Ferricks and Mr., Foley.
NoEs, 20.
Mr. Appel Mr, Kiung

,, Bebhington
., Brand

" a‘rtm mull
Clavt

s Petrio
.. Roberts, J. H. ¢
., Robherts, T. R.

Elp estone

,, Fletcher ,, RSizer
,, Fry .. Swayne
.. Green ., Tavlor
,, Jones ., Yowles
o Kerr
Teliers: Mr. Brand and Mr. Sizer.

Resolved in the affirmative.

OFFICIALS IN PARLIAMENT ACT
AMENDMENT BILL
SecoND READING,
The ATTOR\EY GENERAL: The objects

of this Bill ave fo increase the number of
Ministers from eight to nine, to permit of
eight to sit in this Assembly and to provide

the salary for an additional Minister. The
reascn for the introduction of the Bill is
that the administrative duties of Ministers
of various dop'ufmonts have enormously
increased; and here T am reminded of the
fact that at the recent election the leader
of the Nationalist party, in his manifesto
to the people, is thus reported—
¢ Dealing with industrial matters, Mr.
Barnes said the growth of industry and
the frequenecy of recurring troubles
clearly pointed to the fact that it was
absolutely essential, in the best interests
of the State as a whole, that provision
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should be made for the creation of a
Minister for Labour.”

Orrositioy Mumskrs: That does not say
an extra Minister.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It is ne
good hon. gentlemen tlvlng to quibble now.
What do they mean by creating a Minister
of Labour? (Oppesition interruption.)

Fry: It is not a new Rlinister.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Of courss
it is a now Klinister. Then, again, the
leader of the Nationalist party—the hon.
member for Bulimba—stated—

“It was also proposed that a special
Minister should be appointed to deal
with the important question of health.”

So  that ther propose two additional
Ministers, and, therefore, they can hardly
object to one additional Minister. I might
also mention that I think the deputy leader
of the Country party—the hon. member for
Aubigny—stated in the last Parliament that
there should be a Minister for Health, so
that we have quite a number of hon. gentle-
men on the other side committed to the
dmm]dmmlt which we plOpOSC As far back

+ 1899 the Philp Ministry had ten Ministers

'L'o their Cabinet.

Ay

Mr. BeseingroN: They were not all paid.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: As the
hon. ge wtloxmn states, it is true they were

not all paid, bnt it is just as wrong to have

non-payiient of Ministers—wors: even than
to have non-payment of members. I say
the principle is unsound.

Mr. Brepixerox: You mean to say some
of them paid themselves?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: “Evil be

to him who evil thinks.”” Further, the New
South Wales (abinet comprises thirteen
Afinisters. the Victorian Government twelve,

and the Commonwealth Government twelve,
and the Commonwealth Government at pre-

sent  propose appointing an  additional
Minister.
Mr. Moore: How many more people have

thev down there?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I am going
to show that, owing to the vast area of
Queensland, the administrative duties are
rendered more difficult in Queensland than in
any other State. Hon. gentlemen know
that Queensland is essentially different from
'mv other State, and it is divided into three

reat geographical divisions, rendering the
admxm#ratlon of duties muech more difficult
than might otherwise be, and as a proof
of that, we have men in this House advo-
cating soparation, on the ground that it is
more dificult to administer North and
Clentral Queensland on account of their
remoteness from the seat of government.

GoveanNMENT MEMBERS ¢ Hear, hear!

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Therefore,
it proves conclusivelv that it is more diffi-
ealt to carefully administer the affairs of
Quernsland than anv other State. There has
been an enormous increase in the adminis-
trative duties of the various dopartmonh I
will just give vou a return showing the
rumber of Acts in c\mtpnco to-day as qgnvnvt
the number which were in existence in 18%5
when this Act was passed. T am only doing
this because of the exception faken to this
Biil the other night. 1 thought the Bill
would have gone through unanimously.
(Oppoesition laughter.)

Mr. FrY: You are not serious.

Hon.J. Mullan.]
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The ATTORNEY-GENERAIL: It went The ATTOENEY- GI"‘\L RAL: And watch-
H}ou’rh the last Parliament after &4 very g crook companies takes a bit of time, too.
short discussion mnood. cvernment la chter.) I have go/ my eves

& 3

. . . . on a few o om now. Renewed Govern-
Aye, Vovies: No; it did not. mont

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The leuder bir. Moorz:
his bles on tie fish shops.

ATTORNE

of the Opposition almost
Mr. Vowies: No; he i
The ATTORNEY

ot agres 1o i, b

AL.: The ad-
Children  Ast
ous amocunt of we on
e dvery case hss to be
merits and submitted to the

You can imawine the
that kave to be dealt with

véar,

¢ he was not ser
opposed to 1t.  Probably on tha
he was looking for v\d\d to the e LCt’O
which, no doubt, he ‘1>appo1nsed
’Gmemmem laugbtm; We mH cor

o
(o]
o
I
I

ln lb Voo will want hali a dozen
by th 8

ov the Dcpaltmem of ;xgrlcultu
there were nine Act: adminis

c’c‘“artment, and te-day  they ,mm‘tq‘ e ER Nob
1 I -~ ¢ ER No
thirty-three. The Home Department admin- cos Wo wank ine within

istered fifty-one Acts in 1896 as against Public . ;
3 " L ADIO ; Public Curator 15 also
seventy-four now. The Justice Department lutios of Depart
5 % duties of oo epart-

had twenty- -one Acts to administer then, and )

thirtynine nov The Treasury hadd nwentv- n . Dia St
two Acts to administer *heq and fifty-nine : LAR‘““’ na e Fou Ay {i:‘.a
. : der thh IS) b ml»

case

t administered ¥ AZD‘;”'
+ 1896, and thero dren Act
Acts

e, There was only one
by the Works Department
are fiftcen now, There wc*e
administered by the Lands Uepa

1235, as aﬂamut t\‘ “n fom‘ new.

: I am tzﬂd
DPYoVa

now. In the Publ
there were four dcts to
seven at pr
adminiztered
there ave 268
figures a
cessity fo
necessa
c2 of the leg
the importan
k carried out
vave had the factol
Wi 1( h h&q CROTIARG )
tive duties. We have
!‘vf Dmr*]\.il cry and
atel also
" which have
c of the Gove
{he \VoLka’ Acco nmoedation
Aorkers’ Compensation Act, and
insurance, includizg fﬂe and life.

The
in 1084

£

53

,.)41

Tre hon.
L'hm:e are

to it.
Lands ue}*."»r“in d; ave been
¢ty to administer. There

| ml'u Lands
iz also the Sold

Mr Have you not got expemsiv s0 on. We have p Main Read 1
C‘omm and i Um immediz are, no doubt, it
cupﬂ.monta to the ths department.

12 Act has alea

The ATTOR AI‘;H\T vs. Tie

iend ever becomes able to teH

look to
FEa

i learn
a (xm ernment to iy
I persoual 1

woe have the c¢o- opers
duction Act. The Agricuttural
the State Produce Aoenr’v the
, the Dalry Produve Acis, the
C‘aw‘ Prices Act, ¢ wers, all add-
Ccon.iderably  to  the duties of the
. In the Mines Department, owing
‘,Le increase in the administrative work The TREASDRER: Mo was never in his ofica.
’\&me\ Rt"fulations Act, the Minister's - I Banwgs: That is absolutely
v {ull. In the Home Depart- T RseEEs s TomT
ment the duties which were rccently added
to the administrative work include those
connected with the DBrisbane Hospital,
State. Heo would

Mr. ErpuinstoNE: The issuing of gambling  his time was given to the &
nermits takes up a lot of time. be conversant with the duties of the various

[Hon. J. Mullan.

over

Tle LYFTOR\YTV—”E\EM;.L: The brn
entleman when Tressurer gave part of n“
tl‘n to his private duties, and only part of




if he

. geutleman just

me m-» gave his ful
gives the

to the State.

HoxE SECRETARY :

We get evidence of
ere every day.

EonV W. H. Barxes: That is not so. You
dor’t iike being cornered,

IThf‘ ATTORNEY.GENE ER:—;L Anyone
wi casual acquaintance

o has had a m
y h the Homo Department must recognise
that the Wu k therc is tco much for any one

Minister. (Hear, hear!) One hon. rremlu-
mun on the O‘)ooculon side of the House has
gone through that department, and, I am
sure, he can frankly confess to that. Then,
the re the various business under tamngs
of Governmeoent sincz they came into

power. You canlnot increase one business
underteking without increasing the adminis-
trative \"01[ of the dopmtvnent if the work
s to be done properly. Since coming into
power we have established State tat10n~
butcher shops, State canneries, and
-wmills, and, as the hon. member for
so eager for me to mention it, I
may say that we also establizhed State fish
shops.

Mr. Fwy: There are some in the court
now. The State fish shops will be the down.
fall of the Government if you are not care-
ful.  They =ti enough when vou go across
the river. (Laught or)

The ATTORNEY- GENERAL:
State xmoltms and mincs
bf’f“l added to the duties of the Ministers.
Then we }}dve the Btate treaimant works at
the arsenic mine. (Opposition laughter.)
Hon. members opposite laugh, but they are
VOIS lm. to avail themsslves of the arsenic
at loss than commercial rates.

Mr. Corser: We cannot get it.

Then the
at Chillagoe have

The ATTOR:\”EYAGENFRAT Then we
have got the State coal minos. All these

aqd t(r the State’s activities and cast further
sponsibiliries and duties on to the Govern-
mcnr
Mr. Morean: Why dig by
M. MoreaN: Why did not you
the State * pub’™? ’
ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 1 will
that to the hon. bnntlcman. He will
eriook ik,
BapBixGTO

mention

The
leave
not ov

N\ - sk
Mr, What about the Minister

fmj J Y huve not mentioned him
yet.
The ATTORNEY-GENERATL: Ti 2AUp

Van W m»lc of <‘l(x the hon. gentleman was
asleep when I s referring to that depart-
Take the bway Uep'utvuﬂnr That
tment _which represents a cnplt{ﬂ
of £42.060,000. When we ave dealing with a
sig venture like that, an expenditure of £500
per vear is not v large,

fr. Fry: You
railways.
ATTORNEVY-(E
the i
and do
cood of
ment?

have a staff to run the
SINERAL: Do xon
should br sllowed 1o Sur

at leasa?  What is

inistrative govern-

ATTORXEV-GENERAL:  He s
deing his duty, and doing it \"m]. Everv.
body who has given any consideration at a'l
to ths question must rocognise that the diffi.
culties of administration since the Officials
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in Parliament .Act was passed in 1806 huve
enormously  increased. Hon.  members
ovposite must admit that careful adminis
TIon was never morce necessary than it is to-

Tear, hear!

e .ATTOR\T‘Y GENERAL:

We recog-

the Wmld is going through a
tmne. Every Sta : every
nent 1s faced with a dificult sitnation

more necessary that there should
administration, ard careful as it
con in Quesnsland in the past, we want
it to be more careful by the appoiniment
an additional MMinister. A eclose saper-
Vision over all the departments is alwolutely
necessary.  If you want that close super n
aust have the additional Minister whic!
we suggest.
Mr. EvrEinsToNe: He must have ability.

The ‘;L'T‘()R'\E" ENERAL: Some hon.
genrlemen who have ‘rhn most to say know
the le about the duties of a Mlinister.
Those who have had Ministerial office kiow
that the duties ave great. In additicn, a
Minister has to attend Parliament durin
slon. he has to attend Cabinet reeti
and, like hon. members on the other
h- has to attend his own party meetings. Al
viacse things take up time.

And unemployed deputa-

Yo

8¢

Mr. VOWwLES:
tions

ATTOR V-GENERAL: We have
done that when the necessity arose.
All these things take time. Just imagine
squabbling over £8500 a year when all
these dutics have te be performed! At the
tirse we are looking after the duties
Tt to Ministerial office and dealing
with a revenue and expenditure which com-
bined amounts to £23,000,000 to £24,000,000.
That is @ very considerable sum to deal with.
Tt shows the necessity for close scrutiny and
supervision in connection with the revenue
and expenditure amounting to that sum.

[5.30 p.m.]
Mr. Morean: You forget the expenses.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Well, the
hon, member need not forget them when the
eoesaits arises.  Of couns know that in
* past the practice with Governments, prior
to Labour’s accession to power, was to be
centent to remain in Brisbane; not to go
O‘l’ into the country and meet the people
malke themselves conversant with the
(omhhnm in the country. Not so with this
Government. This Government rccognise the
i that Ministers should familierise
elves with conditions in the country.
therefore, travelled the country
and endcavoured to bhecome
! ‘.rod with th( wants of the people,
shonld be pos cvery member of the

nresent

attached

"

i

opportunity.

Some of them were
)

The ATTORNE One thing

oithcr too

ju pre cle
many it
nt 1 1
i (‘ e “1
are encug
Mr. Erenivstore: Two wrongs de not
make a right, anyhow.

Han. J. Mullan}



278 Officials in Parliament

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I say that,
in the best inter of th a 1
irevion of Luee: nd, it is desivable to hav
an additional “, il was
introduced and discussed in the last Par
mont, and was also discussed herve a few days
ago. I do not think it nec + for me, at all
events, to say any more on the matter than
to move—That the Bill be now read a sccond
ime.

GOoVERNMENT MEMBEDRS :

Hear, hear!

Mr., VOWLES: It is very amusing to hear
a Minister giving such reasons for the intro-
duction of o Bill as the Attorney-General
has just put forward, very amusing to hear
him urge a further contribution from the
censolidated revenue at a time when the
Government are preaching economy all
round. There is no question that it is an
admission of bad sdministration and inepti-
tude In every dirvection. (Disovder.) The
hon. member zought to justify this change by
1 us to take into consideraticn the
of statutes on the statute-books, as
compared with the numbers in the past.
Does he include all the amending Acts that
have been passed?

The ArToRNEY-GENERAL : You know they are
not included.

Mr. VOWLES: Are
amendments of existing Acts which have
been administered and required the same
amount of energy in the past? Is it not a
strange thing that in 1914 the Home Sccre-
tary was able to perform the duties of Home
Secretary and the Minister of Mines—and in
those days there was business to ke done
in the Mincs Departmoent.

Mr. WINSTANLEY :

Mr. VOWLES:
now.

Mr., WINSTANLEY :
never there.

Mr. VOWLES: I have had many occasions
to go to that office, and I can assure you
that Mr. George Appel was always to be
found in his office, and he was notorious for
being a good administrator and a man who

they not merely

How did he do it?

There is virtually none

And the Minister was

was sympathetic to evervbody who went
there, more so than the present Home
Secretary.

The PREmIER: Did not the late Premier
have to write to Southport and ask him to
come back and attend to his business?
Mr. VOWLES: Yes, he did, on one occa-
sion, I am sorry to say, but on how many
occasions would we have had to write to
England, to the United States of America,
or to New Zealand, to find different Ministers
who were junketing there at public cxpense
and get them to come back to attend to
their business? The Premier himself was on
salary when he went home. He admitted to
us the other night that he went away on a
trip to Europe and certain countries in time
for which he was being paid, in order to
make a holiday for himself. If one man
happened to be away at Scuthport for one
day—

The PrEMIER: One day?

Mr. VOWLES: Or two days, or a week,
how much would the time occupied by the
hon. member, when he was not supposed—

The PrRemMIER: That is personal.
~ Mr. VOWLES: The hon. member’s inter-
jection was unfair and very unkind, and he

[Hon. J. Muilan.
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deoes not like it when the same thing is
brought hoie to him.

The PRE: You okjcet to our calling
attention to the shortcomings of your late
inistov,

AMr, VOWLES: We do not, but if you do,
we can draw attention to your shortcomings.

The Presiter: All right; fre away, I
won't cbject.

Bfy. VOWLEY: Over the new departments
roferred to br the Attorncy-General we have
cxpensive  comumissioners  and  managers.
We have men looking after State insuranc
the Public Curator’s office, wud State enter

i

prisey who are rceeiving salaries larger
than et Minister salariea, What
funct full on the Minister? Nothing
b ons of interference, with the result

that evervone has been glad to get oub of
hi= hillet and leave the Government to look
alter itself.

The Arrorxky-GexErAL: That is not so.

My, VOWLES: I can quite imagine that
when it comes to the end of the financial
vear the Minister has a good deal of worry
and thought to see how he is going to bring
about a credit balance in some of the enter-
prises, to see what items are to bc held
over from the vear's transactions and post-
poned until the next financial wear, and to
sce what information is to be fllppressed
from the public. That, to my mind, is the
wayv in which Ministers engage their time in
those departments.

Mr. Suita: That is the way your party
did.

Mr.

VOWLES: I do not know what the
hon, member’s par is doing. Is it not
only recently that we found the present
Treasurer occupying how many positions?
e was a sort of Pooh Bah before the iate
clection. e was acting Premier and
think Attoraev-General, and I forget how
many other things, but he was everything
he could take upon himself. Although here
vou had a professional man in the party
capable of filling the position of Attorney-
General. vou had a layman.

The PREMIER: Are you annoyed about it?

Mr. VOWLES: I am not, but T say it is
rather remarkable when members talk about
the mneecssity of a new Minister, and say
that the Home Sccretary is doing the work
of three or four, that he goes into every
application personally. Is he doing the
work of the Under Secrctary as well? If
seems to be childish for the Minister intro-
ducing this Bill to expect us to swallow
some of the statements ho has given us. We
do know that there is, on the part of the
supporters of the Government, an anxiety
to get as many plums as possible, and the
main complaint is that there are not enough
of plums to go round, and the creation of
another one means appeasing another
member. I have here a copry of a book
catled * Perscnalits and there iz an
article there which is written by a friend
of the Premier.

The PreMIER: Not a friend of mine—most
scurrilous.

Mr. VOWLES: A gentleman, pamod
Gunner Tavlour, who during the election

rivies and in the past was always a very
strong sunporter of the Ryan and Theodore
Government.

The Prm
Government.

No, not of the Theodore




e Parlicment

Mr. VOWLES: Hc is a gentleman who
to b found on Labour platforms
wted him, because he was a_soldier
oldier of Labour tendencies. We will
what he savs in reference to these

)11~r
Hitlets.
Ar, Stor s he an aunthority ?

Mr. VOWLES: 1 do not know. but he i
entleman who is sempathetic with the Go-
wernment. He s
“ The Cabinet is a cort of Upper TIouw
vul.m rho Government section of the
: ssembly:  Private Labour
'moh would like it abolished.  That
while they are not considering them-
selves as elizible for the next mnfeunent\
in portfolios. A Labour (overnment
ought to be democratic enough to share
Hle spoils of office amongst the whole
Parliamentary party.  If equality of
(»‘;mortvnitv ‘extolled by the Labourites,
mean< anything at ail, it means equality
of income. If tho honourables of that
august conumittee known as the {Cabinet
were to apply the (Auctrme of equality of
sacrifice in the service of their count R
vould pool their pay. Then mere
vate snembers of the Government side
W OH](] 1\‘CU1‘ € an ln(_l emoent Of ubOuL
another £150 a vear. Although the con-
stituents of the seventy-two electorates of
Quo“n: and would not suffer an allotment
r or %0 extra State motor-cars, no
(MJOctum would be raised to the creation
of dddiLiCndI honorary portfolios. Minis-
terial rank could be then achieved by all
the Government ~=uppo1ta 5. Mick Kirwan
might be minister for Press clippings;
somebody  else could be minister for
refreshments.  Frank Cooper would be
mmwrm for morals: Bill Cooper, min-
ister for milch h ; Cu‘(h‘nmt Lu’cler
w olﬂd ~mm> #s minister for “dry’ farm-
ing: Jim Stopford. minister for mimicry :
"0 ith, miuister for national

ORD @

/7

The SPEAKER:
luotmg ?

Mr. VOWLES: I am quoting what is
apropos of the qucmon under discussion-—that
iz, the creation of another portfolic. Ile goes
on o sav—
Albert

Yhat is the hon. member

Whitford, rminister for ward-
robe John Gildax. minister for abat-
toirs: Francis Forde, minister for corre-
spondence.”

That is the opinion of a man who has been
a great advocate for the Government in the
past. It goes to show that all the Govern-
ment are after is the spoils of office, the
plum«; and the main trouble, as T said
before. is that there are net enough plums
1ty go round.

The Premiez: Is that what led to the dis-
sension between the Country partv and the
Nationalist party as to the leadership of the
Opposition?

Mr. VOWLES: I do not know
was any dissension,

The PrEMIER: When the Treasurer
settle the dispute?

Mr. VOWLL It might be just as well,
now that the hon. member has referred to
that question, to reply to the staf(\menf made
by the Acting Premier during the election.
He says that he was asked to scttle thaf dl‘-
pute. Let me tell veu that he was not asked.
The gentleman who was asked to settle the

that there

had to

{25 NOVEMBER ]

Act Awmendment Bill. 279

an (l

Bulimba, We

nd he

wis satisfied, Jﬁd that was aU we carved.

3re. Kmmwax: Ifow many rounds did vou
hox ?

My, VOWLES: Onlv one.  Is that not the

fuct of the matter? The hon. member’s state-

ment wus not correst, as many other things
he said were not correct.

The Treastrer: Cf course, vou know that
£206 had to be allocated.

Y

ember Is trving
Th: question is

VOWLES: The hon. n
the question

etrack

her any rea cr]lh‘m gt Las been

given to this Chamber for conse nting to the

apnon' imeut of a 2linister m,d 'L'ho expendi-

ture of the amount of money
The SECRET:RY 7OR PUBLIC E.\‘

I(‘\\T

Did vou advecate the appointment of auncther
Minister.

Mr. VOWLIES: No.

The SECRETARY INSTRUCTION @

You did,
Mr. WINSTANLEY :
Bulunba, too.

Mr. /.\IT, The policy ef the hon.
meniber for Bulimba is quite different from
mine, and 1n any case ihe creation of another
“iinister does not mean the expendita e of
another £1.000 per annum. Why can there
not be sub-branches, such as there were before,
in many of the department:? Only last night
we took away from Queensland the control
of the Rtate Savi Bank. Consequently,
we  relieved the Treasurer or some ofher
Minister to a very great extent. Why can he
not devota the time which was required of
him in administrating the of his
department to administration in
diveetion, and carn his ““ screw 77

The Avrorxry-Grx
additicnal Minister als

Mr. VOWLES
think, from one of the
Government that, in his opinion, cverr mem-
her should get £1,000 a year, and every
Minister £1,050, and then there would be no
fizhiing, because it would not ba worth it.

The ArroRNEY-GENERAL : What do vou think
about it?

Mr. VOWLES: Ido not think we ought to
raise our salaries, and I hope wyou will not
bring forward a Bill for that purpose while
I am in the Chamber.

And the hon. member for

Tie wili, with this

The ATToRNEY-GENERAL: You would like to
draw it
Mr. VOWLES: Tf yvou were to total up
the number of hou that the Cabinet
Ministers have lost in thelr trips abroad——
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: They
working night and day.

Mr. VOWLES: You would find that they
would he more than the working hours of cne
man In a yvear. What did we gain by the
trip of the Treasurer to America? We never
even oot a report from him. The hon. mem-
ber went away and occupied the time for
which he was being paid out of the public
purse by having a JOLV good holiday. The
Toss of time that that bom. gentleman caused
to his department. the wasted time which the
Premier himself has brought about in his
department, the trips to New Zealand which

Mr. Vowles.]

are
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the Home Secretary had at public expense
recestly—if you summed them all up, veu
would find that it re{ne\onta all the working
hours of cne Minister for the year. (Govern:
ment interruption.) It is not the fact that
the work is accumulating to any great degree.
Ministers can make work if they like to
ferret into everything for political purposes.
Thev can create ancther department, such as
her have now, which is ruled by one of ’r‘lf‘
m,».urb for pmmcal purpos2s only, and
i i % be devoted
It they were
ich noosed o be
would have more spare time.
their general appearance, their
belalf of the peopls are not
1 thelr constitutions.

M

are
done,
Tudvlng
effort= on
breaking do

The
Mr. VOWLES: Tt is p\obablv the result

of =ome of the nice {rips they have had »t
the expense of the people. When we spend

Pren;

That is a very fine jeke,

our time bhreaking ourselves down we go
away and pay for our own recuperation.
Hon. gentlemen opposite go for trips round

the globe, and thcv give us nothing in return,
We are asked to believe another appoint-
ment is neceszary. As far as the cxpense
is concerned, it is only a small item. It
is the prirciple I am concerned about.
work is really not there, and it is only a
matter of finding another job in order to
appease somebody on that side of the House.

Mr. SIZER (Yundah): I agree with the
leader of the Opposition when he said that
if there were any rcason why this Bill should
not be carried it is to be found in the weak-
ness of the argument of the hon. gentleman
who introduced it. No argument was placed
before thiz Chamber as to the mecessity for
the Bill. The only thing we know is that
in the past ther e has becn in the Government
the system of having an honorary Minister
and there has been a pooling of salaries
which has curtailed the salaries of Ministers
to that extent; and probably to overcome
that difficulty it w as thought necessary
among the members of the Cabinet to have
an additional Minister. I am inclined to
think that probably. if an additional Minis-
ter is appointed, there will very soon be
another honorary Minister.

The TreasvRer: Your leader told me six
years a0 that another Minister was wanted.

Mr. SIZER: The one argument the hon.
gentleman tried to bring forward was that
the National party advocated new Ministers
in the election campaign. I say emphatically
that there is urgent nsed for the departments
we mention to have a Minister, but it only
requires a reshuffling of the duthS of Minis-
ters, and it can be C(’omphshod without any
additionzl experse. If we found it necessary
to have a further gentleman to administer a
department there \vould be no reason why
that gentleraan should not be an honorary
Minister.  There is nothing in the conten-
tion that hon. members on this side advocated
increasing the full-paid Cahinet Ministers at
the election. It would be an easy matter to
rearrango the positions, as has been done in
other Stabes.

The SECRITARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Quite a
simpls thing !
My, SIZER: T am glad the hon. gentle-

men reali it, beeause he is out of Brisbane

quite a lot, and there are times when the

Press has reported the fact that there are
X

Vowles.
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only two, or probably three, members of the
Aulmstly in town.

My, SyitH: Do you think they should all
be confined to Brisbane?

Mr. SIZER: If they should not be con-
fin ed to Brisbane, the need for keeping them
i rishane cannot be so pressing, and, there-

fole there is mo necessity ior another
Minister.
Mr. RiorpaN: They do not get into the
country cnough.
SIZER: Victoria has ecight full
t(“1~ and four honorary Ministers, and

they a

of the cou*n

on the wdmlmntlamo‘a
I venture to zay the adminis-
iration of Victoria is equal to that of
Quecnsland. {Government  interruption.}
ow. let us leok at New South Wales. There
is the Chicf Secretary and Minister of
Housing {two cmp‘utment\) the Minister for
Agriculturs (Jepala‘e \Ilmxtew the Minister
for Lands and Minister for Forests {two
departments), the Minister for Mines, Labour
and Industry (two (Aep:utmcut the Trea-
sury, fbe Minister for Public nshuctlon and
Local Government, the Attorney-General and
Minister for Jus t1ce the \Ilnx:for for Public
Works and Minister for Railw ays _(two
departments), and the Ministsr for Public
Health and Motherhood (a new depmtment)

ble to carry

Then tnero is an Assistant Minister for
Justice, and there is a Solicitor-General and
a ViesPresident of the Executive Council.

Those Ministers are able to carry on the
wox] in New South Wales by administering
wo departments. We come to Victoria, and
wo find the Promier carries out the Premier-
ship and Commissioner of Crown Lands and
Sm'xey. The Tressurer has no other duties.
o is the Minister for Railways. the
for Mines, the Minister for Public
E 'md Water Sunpw, the Minister for
Public Instruction and Forests, fhe Attorney-
General and Solicitor-General, the Minister
for Agriculture, and one gen‘rleman per-
forms the duties of Chief Secretary, Minister
for Labour, and Minister for Public Health.
There are four Ministers without portfolios.
Then we come to the State which is most
nearly on a par with Quecnsland, and that
is South Australia.

Mr., Rvay: Oh, rubbish!

Mr. SIZER: It is nearer than any other
State. They have six Ministers, and there
the Premier carries out the additional duty
of Attorney-General, the Treasurer carries
out the duties of \Imlner for ducation;
there is the Minister for Lands. Immigration,
and Eem ma‘mon there is the Chief SBec-
retary and Minister for Marine; the Minister
for PPublic Works, Railways, and Industry;
and the Minister for Agriculture, Irrigation,
and Mines. I will say again the adminis-
tration of q’)u Australia is equal te that
ot Quecensland. If we go to all the other

tates we will find that Ministe“e occupy
100'4\ than cne position. In Queensland we

find the Premier carries on also the duties

(»f Chiof  Secretarv; the Treasurer also
carries out the duties of Public Wo then
we have the l\UﬂLnQT for Justice and Attor-

nez-General; and then we have one Minister
for each of the following :—Public Instruc-
tion. Home Sm’le‘raw Railway Mines, and
Agriculture. They each are carrying on cne
*ﬁoufn io. I say there is ample room for
anv additional work which has been creatsd
to be placed upon the existing Cabinet. We
have heard much regarding “the additional
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Acts which have been pmmnd on the statute-
book., Tt ould have been better had many
of erm “ot beﬁn placed on the statute-book.
A large number of .them are connected with
State enterpr The Minister in charge of
State 011*"‘1[‘ is governed to a glnat
extent ,)v his expert Commmsmner If he is
net ke should be. It is impossible for one
be able to control effectively the
numger of hujlf‘CSb\S there ars in the State
to-day. If the cf of their administration
is to ‘)D mdm.d by tm results of those indus-
vies, I am inclined to think the sooner that

porifolio 13 done =z ay with the better. The
Minister pointed out that they are over-
W mked and uneed an additional Minister.

Luast wear there was one Minister abroad,

and after the elections there are Ministers
absent from their offices for quite a con-
siderable time.

AL: Do you object to

The ATTORNEY-Ga

that?
My, SIZER: The Ministers who are con-
h‘dlinrr their departments know best whether
they have time to leave their departments.
On many occasions when they leave their
offices there is no necessity to leave them.

The ATrorxeY-GeENERiaL: We are the best
judges of that.

Mr. ”IZER That is so. The pressing
need for them to be present cannot be an
ergument for an additional Minister. I
do not want to say anything about the trip
the Premier had to Great Britain. The fact
remains that the Government was carried on
while he waz away, and I do not think the
administration was sny more lax than when
he was present.  The present Treasurer,
when he was Minister for Railways, went
to America, and the Government went on
ju~t‘ t'nc same. In faect, I think it went on a
while he was away. He went to
rain ab an expense of £1,800 to get
fermation as to how tc run the railways.
When he recturned he ran away from the
raifways.  The Minister for Agriculture,
before the election campaign took place, was
aksent from Brisbane for a considerable time.
When Mr. Ryan was Premier he was con-
tinually out of the State. For that reason,
I say no proof has been given to this House
that an additional Minister is neccssary.
Meuntion was made particularly of the Rail-
way Department. My opinion is that if a
Minister were to do less at the Railway
Tispartment, and give more control to the
Con.missicner for Railways, we might have
a murch b~tifcx system than we have. A
v I would advocate would be that of
interference by Ministers with respon-
sible heads of departments. Let those men,
wha are experts at the work, do the work,
and Jet  the DMinister secure executive
authority whenever necessary,

The BECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

You are the

first man to the Minister to override
the miss - when vou want it. Bvery-
one of Tour party does that
SK.CER: I have no recollection, per-
ing done such a thing.
You knelt on my mat

get a station at Nundah.

T have no reccllestion of
gone over the head of the Com-
or of having tried to get the
»thing which the Com-
¢ had dome.  On every occasion

iave had requests to nnle 1 have
made them to the person having authority
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raised by the

The TRTASCRER :

] I didn’t raise the point;
you did.

"\h LZv"

there was a request
furthered it. If 1t is
ho has the granting of

¢ T osay
mply

\’\,
k4
o
=1

avr— eo to him, and if it i the
1}1:1 to him. I say emphatically
I have not bcnn to a Minister as klng him

o av nndo the decision of the head of the
departme
A’I',\.RY ror Ramwavs: Yes,
ave heen to me.

Mr. SIZER: I

you

.y I have not asked for

it on occasion.
The TARY FOR RAILWAYS: Yes, vyou
have; and it is a personal matter. The

rou say about it the better.

r. STZLR: The hon. gentleman might
raise it, 1 can assure him that 1 have
vecollections of what he is mentioning—

less

(Government laughter)—and if he is pre-
nared to take on that discussion, it is no
concern of mine, and it does mnot weaken
my argument one bit. 1 say emphatically

again that I have not been to a Minister to
override the head of a department, and I
do not believe members on this side go to
Ministers with that object.
(Sitting swepended from 6 to 7 p.om.)

My, SIZER: At the tea adjourminent I was
ing that, in my opinion, an extra Mi
nocessary. 1 was brought to the
point raised by the Minister when he
re was necessity for carveful administra-
n. and he advanced thxt as an argument
dditional Minis-

S8V

WS not

for the appointment of an is
ter. T fail to se» \xlmrr tm Minister indi-
cated that an additional Minister iz going

to make the departmental administration any
ffective than it 1s fo-das. T am
{ o think that i will be just as bad
or just as good--the onle difference will be
thar there will be an extra Minister. And
it it comes to the ,“nom‘r of careful adnumu
tration, I think that is something entu‘rly
fmmm ta the present Govmnmom and the
ouls thing they thould do if they are anxious
to have careful administration is to give way
to wome members on t side of the House.
Tha Arrorxey-GExersl: Who on that side
of the Hous You have not a majority.
Ay, SIZER: T mes nbers on this side
of the House renre the majority of the
¥ but, unfortunestely, on account of the
boundaries of the State, we have
vod of carefully admini telmﬂ the
the ate, and hon. entlomen
t away from that pom‘r. They
went ta the conntry and had ms
avainst them than for them.
3 £2: We had more votes cast
i vour narty did.

nare

were
vour
which

Aore votes
nwent than for alt
National Labeur,
National Tabour
for »ou,

\L: They did not pro-
3 We have a majerity,
T am quite correst in saying
wore votes cast against the
than for’ the Government.

LRI‘\LK rER: We had twice the number
ur party had.
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1y been placed

Mre. SIZER : Had the question
ent would have

as a referendum the Governnie
been defeated

A Goverwaeyt Meuser: Not at all.

A SIZER: Of course, I know it iz in
keeping with the Covernment’s policy  of

nia.“mg Queensiand safe,
crasy they speak Umour but for the members
of the (‘dbmo‘ and of d@f& ating the will of
the peopte wherever they can. That scems
ts I one of the greatest necds for an
additional Minister. T can only think that
probably one advantugze of an additional
Llinister would be that the unemp! 1 at
some time would not find o difficulty in

not for the demo-

mecting one of the Ministers; they might
be able to find one of them if there was an

additional Rinister.
The Szc RY FOR AGRICTLITRE: You have
a lot of sympathy with the unemploved.
Mr. BIZER: %o far as administration of
the department is concerned, the Ministor
said that no complaint had been brought
against the Klectoral Department. T kiow of

3

some covnp’an s—probably not against the
officers in this case, but they certainly are
complaints ainst  the hon. gentlems:

administration of it.

The ArToRsey-Gr

Llr. SIZER: Jut
lJetters were sent 1o
stating that the
eleetoral  offices
would invite
side to make

L: What is wrong?

prior to the election
Government members
following gentlemen were
in their electorates, and
members of the Government
any 1'(‘(‘01]'{1)’1(‘11(121‘:{01] as 1o
whether they desired any alteration,
The SRECRETARY FOR  AGRICTLTTRE:
ought to produce the ietter.
SIZER: We can sasily produce a
copy of it. Tt was signed by the hon.
gentleman, bLut not in i capacity az a
Minister. We were not given an opportunity
of getting information. ’
The Afroryer-G

You

¢ NEY-GENERAL: Did you ask for
any information?
My, SIZER: No. T didn’t.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Then, what are

you growling abour 7
mation you asked for.

Mr. BIZER: We also know that further
back the Minister was commuunicating with
his own supporters in conncction with the
election.  We also know that the adninis.
tration of the by-election was none too satis-
factory. (Ir‘tf-nuptmn) I believe I am
correct in say ng. also, that in the recent
general election the hon, member f«)L Herbert
was sworn in before the whole of the votes
were counted.

The SPEAKER: Order!

The ATTORNEY- GENERAL :
nothing irregular in that,
as there was no likelihood

i;emnv a sufficient number
1111

Mr. SIZER: I have reason to believe that
there were a sufficient number of votes out.
standing to alter the decision wers they cast
for one candidate. T do not think there is

You got all the infor-

Order !

There would be
anyhow, so long
of the other man
of votes to defeat

anyth 1111g in the contention of the hon. zentle-
man when he attempts to hold up the

cicctoral admlm%rlrmn as 2 beacon of the
Government. I fail to sce in any wav how
an additional Minister,can make tHr‘ admini
tration any more efficient than it is to-day
and I am of the opinion, therefore, that an

{Mr. S

S el
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1al Minister
on we

additi
that »r

“5 umu(‘@ann K
ified In oppo

which 1 certsinly wrond to do to the cht
of my abibiiy
FORDE: I wish to make a fow
tione on this measure before it passes
. It is havdly ry for
to the fuiile ws of hon.
osite, who 51t ore
say an  ad V‘t;on*l inister is  not

in Quesnsland,
Sown of them
eloction,

IFORDE:

advocated it

member  for
advocated 1t

As the hon.
bane %ms, me of them
1 the clection.  The hon. member for
Bulimba, in his policy spcech delivered on
the 14th Septomber, definitely stated, *“ The
appointment of a Minister of pubhe health
gavded as ressential to the well-being
of the communitz”"; and the hon. the leader
of the Opposition stated, in the course of his
campaign, that an additional Minister was
necessary.  Hon, moembers like the hon.
member for Allert and the hon. member for
Bulimba know quite well that the Govern-
ment of this cauntry cannot be carried out
officiently and cconomically with the present
number of Ministers, cspecially in view of
the growing number of departments they
have to look after.

T speak one who does not expeet to get
sition because of the appointment of an
tional Minister. T recognisc that there

of
self

sake

several hon, members this side

are
the Ilouse who have prior claims to m

on

in that direction. It is not for the
of giving any hon. member a position that T
speak in favour of the measure, but Lecause
1 recognisa that in the best interestz of this
State an additional appointment is necessary.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: I suppese a rcassort-
ment might bring it nearer.

Mr. FORDT: Well, the hon. member will
never get near 1t again. A big section of his
party repudiated him and got away, becanse
they knew he was most unpopular in the

country. However, he is the lcader of the
small Opposition —of the very tinpot Opposi-
tion. {Interruption.) e is the leader of

the party that polled the least number of
votes. and we are members of the party that
polled the greatest number of votes, There
were half a dozen parties on that side of the

House

An  OprosiTion  MeMBeR: But still one
Opposition.

Mr. FORDE: We polled the greatest
number of votes, and I maintain that, in the
best interests of Queensland, an additional
Minister is necessary. The leader of the

said
man

Opposition,

in the course of his speech,
that 1in

the Denham Government one

looked after two departments—the Mines
Department  and  the Heme Department,
Prohably he carried the designation of

\inister for Mines and Home Secretary, but
it is doubtful whether he was able to look
after those departments.

An OpposiTion Mruser: He
well, anyhow.

A GovernMENT MzMBER : When the vouchers
were about he did it all right.

Mr., FORDLE: As scmeone said, he signed
the necessary papers, but he did not have
time to go info the neces detaiis of the
department.  He could supervise the

did

it very

not
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work of the permanent officizls when he was
expeeted to look after two departments.
Hon. W. J1. Baryes: He will put you right
in a few minutes, I am surve.
Riv. FORDE: I know the houn. member
for Albert did as well as he could Db reas

ably expected to do under the cirenmstances,
but it was  Impossible for him to  give
sufficient time to both departments, The hon.

member for Nundah suggested that a veshuille
would overcome th 1 x\lm which
the Governmeut 1+ confronted to-dav. Pro-

an opj-mt'mhj\'
ﬂ]\pr)lﬂ "]"‘I‘\ an
there

bably he would like to have
etting the additional
he would not m)pm( ivoif

any possibility of thar but rhere is not.
would not reduce the work in

S ay whatever. He alio compared South
Australia with Queensland. and cuoted the
fact that in South Awstralia there ave six
Tiisters. But South Australia is a much

different State from Queensland, and I am
pleased to say that we ave in the habit of
establishing precedents, and any Government
that has not that habit and is not ccurageous
crongh to do so is not fit to occupy the
Treasury beonches of a growing State
like Queensland.  Quecensland is an infinitely
more important State than South Aus-
tralia.  Our area is 670,000 square miles,
and our population 730,000. South Awus-
tralia has an area of 380,000, with a
popnldtloﬂ of /‘50 OOO-‘\QIV much different,
) our railway mileage is 5,469 riiles. in
»arison with 2 290 rnllo: in Scuth Auwstra-
Hon. members opposite say, “If we
appoint an additional \’Imhtm it will mean
an expenditure of £1.000.”" Ther overlook
the fact that it would only need an addi-
tional expenditure of £500. and ihat money
will be more than saved by more cfficient
udminishﬂﬁon I know myself that Ministers
(ll"(‘ overwork Frequently I have gone
to (xm ernment de partments and have had to
wait half an hour—an hour sometimes—and
very often I could not got an inferview with
fh( Minister at all,
Ir. T. R. ROBERTS:
to wait all d

Myr. FORDE: The Ministers are sym-
pathetic towards the unemploved. The hon.
member for Kast Toowoomba ratted on the
party that was truly sympathetic with the
uncmployed.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. FORDE: I contend that Ministers
are overworked, and they are unable to go
into the details of their deparrments as I
would like to see them doing. I know that
hon. members opposite Would like to see
a government by burcaucracy. They do not
belicve in a dentocratic form of government,
such as we have to-day. They w ould have a
government by commissioners and Under
Secretaries.

The uncmployed have

You have government by

Mr.

FTORDE:
from the
‘bably he
My,

We hear that sort of tripe
hon. member for Drasrton. Pro-
does not know any better.
BepsiNaTON : It is true, anyhow.

Mr. FORDE : Anyhow, government by the
Trades Hall would be infinirely better than
government by men like the hon. member for
Draxton. 1 believe in the svstem in vogue
in Great Britain, where they have parlia-
mentary Under Secretaries. They have mem-
bers of Parliament in those positions who

Act Amendsent Bill, 283
arc sympathetic with the Government in
power at the time., They look after detail

and the Minister looks after big
quetions of policy. These things might come
in Queensland in the future. Some hon. mem-
bers sav that the Ministers are out of Bris-

matte

hane too much; DbLut I believe that the
Cabinet “Ministers should travel through

Cucensland 83 much as possible, in order to

learn all they can about this great State. I
know that, in conjunction with my colleague
the hon. member for Fitzrovy, I have endea-

voured to get Alinisters to come to Rockhamp-
ton. We want Ministers to learn the great
potentialitizs of the Central district, and see
for themselves where our Fitrvoy or should
be dammed, and where we dc‘tn water
conservation and irrigation to take place.
T am pleased to sav that the Minister for
Minm did come tn the Central district, and

he hon. member for Fitzrey and I had the
m‘ ivilege of going thrr)ucrh the country with
bim; but he had to burry back to Brisbane
+) attend to the growing work of his great
department,  We believe that there should
not be any tie on "\Lmie)” to stax in
risbane all the time. I mainfain that the
appointment of an additional Minister will
enable the Ministers to do more useful
administrative work, and will give them an
opportunity of travelling through Queens-
land. In that wayv they V\hl get to learn
the requirements, not only of Queen street
and Bulimba. but also of the country districts.

Hon. W. II. Barxes: And attend social
evenings,

Mr. FORDE

T know the hon. member for

Bulimba would be a wet blanket at any
social evening.  ITIon. members know that
under the old svstem Ministers who were

supporters of the present Opposition used fo
come to the House, and to their departments,
at the tail-end of the day— af’t(\r ther had
Loen spending the best part of the day at
their private businesses making money for
themselves, ther gave a few bours at the
close of the dav in the interests of the
public  of Quu\mhnd The departments
were run, not by the Ministers, but by their
officers in those dass,

Mr. ¥rercugr: Ther
any rate.

Mr. FORDE: The hon. member says that,
because thev were run in the wayv that he
liked them to be run. I may say that if the
people of Gladstone and Port Curtis had
been grateful for what their late member
did for them in the last five vears, the hon.
member would not be here to misrepresent
them.

GoveERyMENT MeMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. FORDE: Anvhow, it will not_be long
before Port Curtis is represented by a
member from this side. Several new depart-
ments have been started by the present
Government. and they take up a certain
amount of time in administration.

Ilon. Birxes: Have they started a
racing department?

My. FORDE: I know that I saw the name
“W. H. Barnes’’ in connection with a two-up
school the other day. (Government iaughter.}
So the hon. gentleman knows more about
gambling than I do. (Laughter.)

Mr, Kirwax: What did he do with his
halo then? (Laughter.) Did he have it
up his coat? (Laughter.)

Mr. FORDE: The hon. gentleman was not
cnught. 1le got away

were well run, at

Mr. Forde.]
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Hox. W. H. BARNES: I rise to a point
of order. Iz the hon. member in order in
saying that I got away from the court? I
ask is he in order in connecting my name
with that two-up raid? I also ask that the

hon. member be made to withdraw that
remark.
The SPEAKER: If the hon. member for

Rocikhampton made his remarks apply to

the hon. member for Bulimba, he is dis-
tinetly out of order, and I ask him to
withdraw them.

Mr. FORDE: I was referring to a
membor of o two-up school.

Mr. Brasmmetox: You know it is a lie.
You know he never was there.

The SPEAKER: Order! If the hon.
member for Rockhampton referred to the

hon. member for Bulimba, he was distinctly
out of order, and he must withdraw the
remark he made. I would like to know if he
referred to the hon. member for Bulimba?

Myr. FORDE: I referred to the man
“W. H. Barnes’ in a two-up school.

The SPEAKER: Order! I would like to
know from the hon. member if he referred
to the hon. member for Bulimba or not?

Mr. FORDE: No. I referred to “W. H.
Barnes’ in the Police Court.

SPEAKER: The hon. member for
Dravton said Just now that the hon. member
for Ruockhampton knew it was a lie. That
is unparliamentary, and he must withdraw it.

Mr. BEBBINGTONXN : I withdraw it; but
he most certainly referred to the hon.
member for Bulimba. (Government laughter.)

Mr. FORDE: I was saying that since this
Government came intoe power many hew
departments have been established which
have required the close attention of Ministers.
The present Government is desirous of mak-
ing a success of State enterprises. We have
the State Insurance Department, which, I
think, stands ax a lasting monument to the
present Labour Government. Since the estab-
lishment of that department the gross rate of
premiums on fire insurance has been reduced
by 335 per cent. It has also resulted in
jnereased concessions to the workers of
Queensland who are unfortunate enough to
meet, with accidents. The department have
been very carcful In their supervision and
administration and have been responsible for
the acecumulation of a profit amounting to
more than £200,000. That money is remain-
ing with the people of Queensland and is not
going into the pockets of a few wealthy share-
holdeors of insurance companies, who previously
Tived lives of laxury and ease. That money
is remaining with the people of Queensland,
and it due to the Labour Government of
this State that such is the case, because the
department has had the cloxe supervision
of Labour Ministers. The Public Curator’s
Department was responsible for the appoint-
ment of a Public Defender. That makes

1 for poor pcople who might, by
find themselves in the law courts
of Queensland. The State Trade Office is
a very important branch of this Government
work. Tt includes the State butchers’ shops,
which have given the people of Queensland
an opportunity of getting cheap meat.

Hon, W. H. Barxes: You are sending
inferior meat to the old country.

THon., W. H. Barnes,

The

1
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Afr. FORDE: We know that the hon.
gentleman is oppored to State enterprises,
and would abolizh them altogether if he got
on to the Treasury benches, Included in our
Srate et 1 we have got State cattle

ati i State fish shops.  (Opposition
The hon. gentlemen may laugh.
ing to have a State fish shop in
1 a few weeks’ time and the
1 he reduced. (Loud Opposi-

tox : Did you read in the court
d abeut the State fish shops?

FORDE: It is a wonder the
t find himsgelf there.

hon.

ieran

Mr. Fartiry: There are plenty of flat-
heads about.
Ar. Bessiverox : There are plenty of flab-

heads on the other side.

Mr. FORDE: Gur State ontel'ldriscs‘sl1oul<i
be properly locked after by one Minister.
The present Minister and his predecessors in
that position have devoted as much time as

possible in looking into all the different
details of their department, but they are toc

far-reaching for a Minister who has got other
dutics to atiend to. One man should give
the whole of his time to the State enter-
prises. Then there is the Main Roads Board.
We have passed the Act constituting the
%{ain Roads Board and it will be adminis-
tered by the Works Department. The Main
Roads Board will prove to be a great
bles:ing to the people in the remote parts
of the #tate.

Mr. BEBBINGTION :
pay for it.

Mr. FORDE: I suppose the hon. gentle-
nan would get out of paving for everything
$ he ceuld.” We all have to pay our way-
What about the orphan boys?

Ar. BespixeToN: What about the orphan
girls?

Mr. FORDE: This Government have
looked after the little orphan children of
Queensland much better than the Denham-
Barnes Governmient did.  This Government
pays to the mothers 10s. per week as against
4. per week which was paid by the Denham-
Barnes Covernment. We have done more
for people in distress than any_Government
of this State cver did before. I was saying
that the Main Roads Board would prove a
gront boon to this State. Since the last
cession I had an opportunity of travelling
through a grest portion of Qucensland.

And they will have to

went as far North as Chillagoe and the
Tinasleigch. I see the hon. member for

Burke looking st me. The hon. member is
highly thonght of up there. Main roads are
wrgently  required in_ North Guecasland.
(Hear, hear ) T travelted through the Her-
Lert elestarate, which had the good sense
to elect the hon. member for Herbert. T
found in that electorate that in wet weather
the farmers ecould not possibiy travel by
vehicle io the near station and take their-
produce.

The SPRAKER: Order! Wil the hon.
membor commect his remsvks with the Bill
hefors the House,

e, FORDE: I am rveferring to the
administration of the Main Roads Board
and the careful supervision which will be

1
nl
cxercized over th
new Minister.

o work of that board by the
it is a new subdepartment,
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and it will have to be

Labour Minister. And
Department i

[7.20 p.m.] great  iuiport Central
@Leemland 1 the
‘antral Queenslan d and know the
under the people live in

to say that
a very

: DaTLs.
e frozn Cen
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should
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August, 1941,
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ing

appointed

the personal "i*Lni on

that we Labour
We
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¥ om

are a go\ oeovyo

are

be better oil so In t‘m)
artment are mar

i : “"ho

e Seeretavs

know
tions

imm t'm Viev'poix t of the

lsnd, and rnot only from u\‘\n)mf of
Rockh mnpton The Health is
one thit would take up il of
ore Minister. There is nothing =o important
as the health of the communitv. We had

o great deal of trouble recently at Rock-
hampton. Hundreds of people were stricken
down with diphtheria. T think that had the
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Health Act been closely observed, thé ou-
Lre would have been wiped cut riore
guickly, but in tn'\ Home Pepartment yvou
Luve a Minister who has so many sub-depart-
mwents to sttend to that it is 1mposslble for
lhm to devete his whole time to the Health

We should have a separate

an Undor Secretary and
Health tnmouqhw conver-
matters, The health of
our little children, who are the ) o be
ken down by an epidemic, 1s of para-
yunit iupm"ancn to us, because thev are
making the men and women of the
ure Ocnohu,on of Queensland. I hope,
. Minister is appcinted,
oted to the care of the
Llinisters have done
t in the face of great
an  opporh will now be
them of doing more.

time

reat deal in the

:d fo

of atten-
would like to have the Xome

3 in Rockhampton, with the hon.
vember lm Fitzroy and my:elf at the present
vinme, looking into the wauts of the hmp&ﬂs

als, also. oo ot

requ

We

of Roek hnnpeom that are crying out for
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matter we to the State.
It, too, e voder © Home Departmont,

H A
T 18 of 17‘(‘1 than usua great importance
in o view m the  impending fundamonta]
alteration of the Tocal Authorities Act, an

alteration that will make it possible for

Mr. Forde.]
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woman in Queensland to
shall be his or_her
repr tative in the local council.  This
is a most important reform—one to which
the Tlome Secretary has given a great d
of avtention. It iz one thar will mean a
clean cep In many of the councils of
Queonsiand, ono that will mean the compless
i tion of *he conservative memibers
wio, at the last conference, pas~ed motion-
adverse to the present Government.  All
these mattors come under the juvisdiction
of the Home Sceretary, and T know that a
great deal of hla time 1s taken up by them,
and that he has not the time to devote 10
the hospitals and State children, to prisons,
and public health, and so on.

The Treasury Department is
great importance, which is very cfficiently
presided over at the present time by the
Treasurer. It has many important sub-
deparfments, including the hydraulic and
water supply department, The water supply
department is one to which we want the
Treasurer to devote much attention, because
it concerns Central Quecnsland utally, in
that we have running through the central
portion of our State one of the finest rivers
in  Australia—the Fitzroy—which we want
dammed. and on which we want a water con-
scrvation scheme, I know the Treasurer is
sympathetic and will do all in his power, in
the clrcumstances in which the Government
find thomselves, to establish a proper irri-
gation and water conservation scheme for
Central ’)un(\ isiand.

There is also under the Treasury the
Marine Departinent, one of great lmporiance,
the suzar-mills, which throughout Qucensland
arve doing great work for the suger-growers,

man and
a vote as to who

another of

who very badly treated bj' ithe Tory
millers hefore this Goveranment came into
pov. er,

The Works Department controls the Labour

Domutmont the
me :1t

shops and Factories Depart-
is of growing importance in

We know that it has been
A for forcing the employers to
pay thousands and thousands of pounds to
the workers of this State which would have
bheen denied to them if it were not for the
intervention of that depariment.

Another very important subdepartment that
comes under the Works Department, and I
fecl sure will get the sympathetic attention
of the Treasurer, is the workers’ dwellings
branch and the workers’ housing scheme.
They \"11‘ be two departments mergred into
one, h will be of vital importance to
the State.
FLPHINSTONE :
Rill?

Mr. FORDE: The hon. mamber does not
like my getting in some of the truth

Mr. Errams?oxg: I do not like it at all,
I will admit

T,

Are you stonewalling

Mr. FORDE : He painted things very black
afternoon by misrepresentation, but I
hevs to give the whole truth. T hope

membeors wi
going to s
Depaxt

allow me to preceed. I
y tho Workers’ Dwellings
nt is  of great i b
Queensland.  The workers’ homes scheme is
cf spo importance to Central Queensland,
and we look forward with keen interest to its
carly establishment. We have some beauti-
ful ground there that we would like to see
built on, sites on which hundreds and hundreds
of houses could be built. We hope the

[Mr. Forde.

WS
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Acs

preside sympathetically over
schenie,

Treasurer will
the new housin

The Minister Mines has enough to do
in his own department, and be is %omotlmr%
asked to 1<\]w\'o in other departments. He is
doing the }. h“ can to develop our mineral
i nd, I‘Ut 1 want fo seo
and }.Jh freds of men working on

Lundreds
the Styx River.

Mre. Dreumstone:  And  you will see
hundreds and hundreds of mlomplde tents.

Mr. FORDE: I want to sce them raising
thous anda and thousands of tons of the best
coal in Australia. I might mention, inciden-
tally, that ihe Rockhampton Gas Lompalv
the whole of its coal from the Styx
River, because it is good coal. T want the
Minister to devote the swhole of his time and
attention to the development of the mineral
resources of Central Queensland.

Mr. Brexxan: What about the Downs?
Mr. CosTeLrno: What about the South?

Mr. FORDE: Ifor about fifty years im
ane\nchx,d have had Southern Queens-
Jjand Governments. This Government is a
Central and Northern Government—(laugh-
ter)--and has treated the Centre and the
North better than any previous Government

in the history of Qucensiand, (FHear, hear!)

NVe do not it to get fm\ unfair ad"‘ntu,

over any other mutlon { the Stats, but we
r

deal for

t to get a faiv the Centre and

the

Order! I would ask the
connect his remarks with

hon, member to

: Yes; I was gomrr to say
had an additional Minister he
riors to look after Central and
Northern Quecusiand than it was looked after
by the Tory Gevernments in tno past. We
kow that the Barnes-Denham Government
core g Queen strest Government, and T want
the Minister who 1s to be appolntcd to be
svigpathetic towards the Centre and the
North, to =ec that those parts that have becn
neglected in the Dd“t and are, cousequentlw,
U.rgcmlu in need of development, will get
that close attention to which they are justly
entitled.

Hon. W. H. Baexr
Turbot street Governsy

Mr. FORDE: Because I believe that before
ars are over we will have a Parlia-
sitting in Rockhampton and Cabinet
Ministers there. (Laughter.) I do not want
to get on to that aspect of the question any
further. I know the departments to-day take
t deal of lncking after. The Railway
D partment is a very trying one, and takes
up the winie of the time of the Liinister.
pleased to sax he has done his work
arton]v up to the present; he has done
- he possibly could. I hope this

hal Minivter will be appointed, an
<11l have more time to go into
details of the working of their (‘Lpau-
ments and t they are being adminis-
tored \vm}w heticaily towards the poh(‘v of
party. I know Ministers have
m 1n view in the past, but you
ot overwerked men to go into the
of cvers department. Let us

Minister will devote the whole
ne to sceing that the policy of this
(;mmnmvrxt is carvied out in the depart-
ments, and, after twelve or eighteen months

What about the

zoe th
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have passed, members will ce that it 18 a

great thing, in th(‘ 1aterests of Quecensland,
that i ur Governmens appointed an
additicnal Minister.  That wili have the
mY 4 of the e economical and efficient
goverient in this great Stare of Queen

{ana.

hear !

MEMBERS : Hs»ar,

J.o Go o APDPEL (47bert): I6 ds
ble that, mm discussing this question,
rional eloment cowd not have been

(FHear, }‘0(11 v The abuse of dif-
fnr‘,n members \\ho have hvld posifions as
Cabiner Ministers 1n previous Administra-

tion=, to my mlnu is no argument in favour
of :he ;)1<4~<ﬂ1t pmpO iition,  There ave two
questions involved in this matter. Oue is,
is the time ripe for such an additional
appointment—are the finances of the Stato
n such a position that this House is war-
vanted In approving of the appointment of
an additional Minister? The leader of the
Government & few evenings ago made an

peal to the members of the Opposition to
an ¥ in carrying out a policy of
econom in view of the eritical financial
ndition of the State. At that time I ven-
ture to suggest that he was not bona fide in
that appeal, and after the proposition which

has bren placed before this Chamber this
evening I am convinced of that.  The
ter of the actual cost of an additional

yistor, as has T‘(‘en pomtt «t out by the
der of the Opposiiion, is not of very con-
able moment. Tt is a question of
wiple; it is a question as to whether the
Is justified, in v'e\\ of the fact that
to-morrow, and in the davs succeed-
: will be nccessary for the Adminis-
atien te dispense with the services of a
large number of the smaller paid employees
of the State——

Mr. Hartiey: Where did you get that
from?

fov. J. G. APPE As a matter of fact
the Railway Department to-day have given

notice to a large number of men that their
services are to be dispensed with—it is a
question of policy and principle whether, in
view of the fi it 1
—that it is necessary to dispense with the
services of a large number of the poorly-
mud members of the community who are
to-day employed in the public service of the
State, the House is justified in making this
additional appointment. I am sorry to say
that the matier of the expensns of Ministers
in connection with their different tours has
been referred to from both sides of the
House. The leader of the Goverument sug-
gosted that it was unworthy to do so. The
Treasurer made the same suggestion.

I did not a word.

J. G. APPEL: I heard the inter-
Yet those are the two gnnllemen
continually cd~hurr reflections that
on this side of the House whe
Ministerial 1)0\11\011\ exceeded the
xpet wh they, in their Minizterial

capaeity, have incurred.

The Trrasvrer: I haven’t said a word.

G. APPEL: I \\ithdun\ the sug
regard to the hon. gentleman, It
the leader of the Government,

and 1 fm'xvn* I heard the same remarks

The TREASURER:

say

Hox.
jertion.
who are
nmembers
ocrupied

from the Troasurer. I am of opinion that a
Minister, in carrying out }.13 Ministerial
functions and visiting different portions of
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the a certain dignity to malntain.
1 hsve never questinned the expenses of the
\”;mx tov, so far as bis Ministerial duties

» concerned, During the whele of the

I occupiod a AT

torial position, when-
s a guestion was asked, on the succeeding

day afs the whole of the
ﬂWlng the ainount of expenditure
ction with those trips were placed
table of the Ilous The IHouse is
Jwitified on every occasion in knowing that
the winount has been eapended. A suggestion
was made this afternoon that my expenditure
as a 3linister justified the appointment which
it was proposed to make.

The TreasTrER: Oh, no.

Hox. J. G. APPEL:
placed on the table of this House, and on
every occasion on which I made an official
visit an equal number of members sitting
on this side of the House—members of the
caucus party—were invited and took part in
those different visits to different portions of
the State. #

Mr. Moore: And were treated the same
as members of the Government party.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: And were treated in
the same way as members of the Government
party. The only occasions on which the
school children of the Northern portion of
the State had the opportunity of enjoying
the same excursions as are afforded to the
cmlur”u of the Southern part of the State
were when I made those two wsxts Unques-
tionably, as on cach occasion the period
involved was something like three wezks, it
meant a considerable amount of expenditure,
but I say it was justified.

The TREASURER: Nobody is
about your expenditure.

Hox. J. G. APPLL: Why does the hon.
gentleman suggest that the expenditure that
I incurred was an excessive one? I simply
mention this fact as evidence that, so far as
Ministerial expenditure is concerned, if the
Minister considers he is justified in nuk’nop
the expenditure I ha\e no personal objection ;
but it is a duty which, I am
sorry to S’IV, membcrs sitting on the Trea-
sury benches now have not fulfilled—to
aftord the House the opportunity of seeing
the details of his expenditure.

The TREASURER : You krnow very well your
(Government never did that.

ITox. J. G. APPEL: On every occasion
the details of the expenditure of every
Minister, when they were asked for, were
laid upon the table eof the Housc.

The TrEASURER: Not that it matbers that
much (snapping his fingers), but they never
were.

FHox. J. (. APPEL: No farthing of public
mouey cver found its way to my pocket
Tivery item was expended by the officials of
the department, and given in detail and
laid upon the table of the Ilouse when asked
for. Has that been the case in connection
with hon. gentlemen who are sitting on the
"‘10&&1113 benches to- day?

The TRESSURER: We say we have adopted
Government

Every item was

quarreiling

the same policy as your
followed.
Hon. J. G. APPEL: Although T has

never voiced any objection fo the legltlmate
expenditure of a Minister, the fact that
members of the present Administration have

Hon. J. G. Appel.]
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give those details, together wi i‘ HC-\: J‘ G. PPEL: He reduced the
¢ financial stress Which exists In the Sta salaries of his Ministers by £200 per annun.
and the fact that an appeal was Mr. Brexvay: And made £500,000 himself.

¢ leader of the bo\ ernment that
the Opposition should as

of ernuomy, arc very potent rea
should nob accept the

A\PPRL: Ie did not come
st that, owing ‘m the addi-

hovv «l

ng to-nig
¢n in mnpo:t
endeay Olllud Lo Lmp Lh'\ i
idea that a Minister prasctical
in c.\taAl every item of work. f
office boy to that of Under mecret
member  of the Opposition who
Mlmavxml b knows tmt the detal
is done b the OI.C als of the deg
1ie ", and that the Under Secretary is or
ally in the position of general ]'ld‘li‘ e
S

npet
i littie cmld:‘ml
mtm&; anoth

ronal A

i

"

r Jﬂ‘lh}b@l‘
ter, In

B
2n

5 of u)l(’l‘
ovENT MeuBerg . Ah! Shocking !
G. APPEL: W hen v'e find \lt,h
exist to-d s

tne pmtlcalm department of which he i
hend.

Mr, HArTLEY: The Tory BMinister was a
rubber stamp.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The Mini
direets the policy of the department.
as he is concerncd, it is merely a qu
anrm\mf‘ matters of  desail outs
of policg—which, of course, he
1(Aea~Which have been carried 'Lough
the permanent officials of the depa rrment
I have yet to le the Under Secretary
{ vs who conirol ti
the Sta
Ty out

o-

do wou tmp'* the forced

]('Pb At lllc
offectiv clx
on the

ro give
their oft
FrORNEY-GENT
atboniion—iome of
are other things je
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of  administeri
thinks, 10 offit
a kind of pleasure hc should
position.  Immediately the
A 'lmin; tration  came  into
nereascd the number of MMinisters
extent possible, and they
that at that time theve
acdition to the administrative w

exactly v hm“c 3
»w from the Min

=

&
o

they were called upon to carry out. T moets five
Mr. HartLry: No, they were going w

to do 1t baticr.

I

Hox. J. G uP iL: To endesvour to
vress upon the clectors tx at the men the

‘qI!LS are (O}lf‘(} L
L Ovor

2 placed in responsible pesitic con- oL s
neetion with th that fume the
vo been theiv depart-

] . L i i E v
to show tb"tt would it he u

duty, propar House, in vicw of the

8 pa] civcumstances ext tmn in the S "t
gusent to this proposition? I m wve telt

irelined to, if the Ministar bnd ade out

viow of
as pei:
ious uepntm"ntc the num-
is quife equal to the work
ir admin :
ot that it is absolutely nec e
'y that cconemy should be practised, I  the kind.
ask how did that very much abused hou. Tox., J. G. APPEL: If he had made out
gentleman, Sir Robert Philp, act in the time t‘;mt. in view is fact, they are unable to
o‘f; stress, owing to financial conditions of the cope with the work.
Siate? The ATToRNgY-GENERAL: It is very unkind
Mr. BreExwax: Cut him out. of ~veu to twist my remnarks.

[Hon. J. G Aupel.

spite

mvitw the whole of their
1 mt on
AMini
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Hox. J. G, APPEL: It is the Minister's
own admission, Mr. Speaker. It is not a
question of the time entailed in the adminis-
tration of the department, but I assume that
it is appercntlr the time which is required
by them to visit different portions of the
States—the Southern—for the purpose of
dispensing caucus propaganda.

My, Harroey: Put it that way if you like,
or else advertising the State.

Iox. J. G. APPEL: Oh! T see. advertis-
ing the State. or enlarging their own minds,
I tuke it. Is that so?

Mpr. HarTLEY : Enlarging the minds of the
other States,

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Now, we have arrived
at the basls of the proposition—that it is for
the purpose of cenabling Ministers to give
niore attention away from their offices to
advertise the States and  dispense  caucus
propaganda. I

Then, I say, we ave absolutely
icd in opposing this measure. I suggest.
i of the fact that they are only
requived to give portion of their time to the
ediinistrative details of their office, the con-
tention that the Minister is unable to give the
whole time necessary to the administrative
details, and he has been unable to effect the
cleansing of the rolls which to-day are a
standing disgrace, not alone to Quecnsland,
but every State of the Commonwealth,
The ArTORNEY-GENERAL: That is untrue!
Hox. J. G. APPEL: I should suggest that
inister give more of his time to the
trative details of his office, and by
it would be pozsible for him to effect
these veforms which the hon. member for
Rockhampton, in that eloquent speech of
his, demands as a necessary corollary to the

P
doing s

bencfit and uplifting of members of the
community, especially Central Queensland.
If hou. gentlemen who administer these

offices are not propared to give the whole
of their time to the administration of these
offices. then they can make room for other
members who are prepared to do so.

The Treasvrer: Under your Act, when
von were Minister, you would not give a
vota to people who lived in tents because

tonts were not residences.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Quite so, and I stand
by evervthing that I did when I occupied
the position.

The SPEAKER : Order! Order!

Mr. HartLey: You forgot to say that part
of the time is taken up coming here to listen
to you.

Hox. J. ¢&. APPEL: It is very hard to
meke anv impression on & man with as
thick a head as the hon. member.

The SPEAKER: Ovder! Ovder! The
hon. member began his speech by deprecating
the use of personalities. He is now making
personal reflections which ave disnrderly.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I apologise, Mr.
Speaker. Mention has been made of previous
Administrations, Apparentiy  the prosent

Administration are not so much in touch
with the general eclectors of the State as
previous Administrations were.  How many
deputations do the present Ministers receive
as compared with those received by previous
Administrations?

The PREMIER: Not so many, because there
are not so many grievances now.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I do not observe it.
The deputations have ceased because, as they

1920—v
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state. the present Administration is abso-
lutely out of sympathy with thosze who desire
to see scttlement aund progress in the State
of Queensland. Ministers arc. therefore,
relieved of that time which would be involved
in reeeiving such deputations. But I quite
realise that practically the whole thing has
been blown to pieces by the admission of the
Minister—that Ministers shall not give the
whole of their time and attention to the
administration of their departments.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You are imagin-
ing things now. You would not make that
statement otherwise.

Hox., J. G. APPEL: I take it the hon.
gentleman, in answering my query, realized
what 1t meant, and that he truthfully replied
to the question I asked.

Mr. TorDE: Scme Ministers work twelve
and fourteen hours a day.

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Any admission the
Minister males from the Treasury benches,
especially as Minister in charge of the Rill,
must  command attention and must be
accepted, and he can demand its acceptance
by members sitting in every portion of the
House. But we rccognise that on his own
statement the work is not as heave as causus
supporters endeavour to impress upon the
Chamber
_ The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You are twisting
1t again.

Iir. ForDE interjected.

How. J. G. APPEL: I quite realise that
the hon. member for Rockhampton, in the
address which he gave, dealt with a lot of
matters, the effect of which apparently he
did not realise. In saving the present
caniens Administration was the only Adminis-
tration that had acted sympathetically to
the poor and sick members of the com-
munity, he did not rcalise the fact that
both the late Home Secretary and the first
Homn Secretary under caucus Administra-
tion stated publicly that they would cndea-
vour to follow in the footsteps of myself
who had preceded them as Home Secretary.
_That is given as a reason why an addi-
ticnal Minister should be appointed. Just
because the allowance to mothers was
increased from 5:. to 10s.. hon. members say
that is a reason for the appointment of
an additional Minister. Hon., members oppo-
stte are always saying that 10s. to-day is
only equal to 5s. at the time that that
amount was pald to the mothers. Just
because they increased the amount to what
it was wortn when I was Minister, they say
an additional Minister should be appointed.

The Howve Secrerary: There are thousands
more children on the State than there were
before.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Unfortunately, I
reglise that, owing to the administration of
the present Government, poverty is rampant
throughout the length and breadth of the
land.

OprroSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Ho~. J. G. APPEL: I quite realise that
it is owing to the actions of the party
opposite that poverty is so rife, and that
more and more children are coming on the
State. I quite realise that, but it is nos
a reason why we should appoint an addi-
tional Minister. I believe I am correct in
saving that the relief that will be paid
during the current year will amount to

Hon. J. G. Appel.]
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%£80,000. Just to show how the amount has
increased, 1 may mention that in 1916 it
was £6 O\JO This year it will be £50,000.
Is that an evidence that this State is bemg
well managed, and that the State is pros-
I s and being well de\'cloped’ No., It
15 an evidence of the ineptitude of the
present Administratio
HoyE SECPET»\RY' You are not qu1te
No child whose father i+ living is on
ate. You arc not truthful.
How. J. G. APPEL: In what way?

"he Hour SECRETARY: Ycu know that no
child on the State has a father unless he is
an invalid.

Hox. J. G. APPEL: That is because the
unfortunan women are unable to gain a
livelihood for themselves and their children.

The SPEAKER: Order! 1 ask the hon.
member not to digress.

Hon. 4. G. APPEL: That is not a sufii-
cient reason for the appointment of an
additional Minister, The arguments adduced
to-night, and the admission of the Attorney-
General dn charge of the Bill, to my mind,
are sufficient to damage the BIH and so far
as 1 am concerned I propose to voie against
it. The time is inopportune for appointing
ancther Minister. The financial condition
of the State does not warrant it. There is
no justification for an extra Minister to
adnunister for the poorer members of the
community. It is not right to place an
additional salaried ’\Ilmstel on the floor of
this House, and I trust the second reading
of the Bill will not be accepted.

Mr. FLETCHER: On three or four
occasions I have heard the Premier remark
that hn would like to have the assistance of

bringing a t
Premier

the L!k,})( sition in CCOnoI Y.

In one part of the speech he
SAyS—

“In exercising cconomy, I appeal to
both sides of the House to as:iist the
Government.”

The hon. gentleman asked us to assist the
Government in bringing about economy;
but, in contrast to that, he brings in a

Bi'l of this sort, which is quite incompatible
with ecither reason or economy. There is,
in my oplnion, absolutely no mneed for
another Minister at the present time. If
the Ministerial departments were conducted
and crganised and carried ocut with a reason-
able amount of ability, I think that eight
Ministers, or less than eight Ministers,
would be ample. My recollection tells me
that practically all the Ministers have at
some fime or another occupled every porticlio
that 1t 18 possible for them to oceupy. The
Treasurcr, I am sure, has filled practically
every portfolio. It is quite impossible for

thos> hon. gentlemen to go from one depart-
ment to another in that way and carry ouf
the s of those departments in a satis-
fact manner to the State. I consider

that if a Minister spent the whole of his life
in a department he would still have some-
thing tc lcarn in connection with it. It
is quite Impossible, in the interests of the
State, for Ministers to move about from one
department to another. In connection with
the meat contracts with the Imperial Govern-

ment, and for the State butchers’ shop,
wo heve had to desl with no less than
live one time we had to

Mintsters, At
e ~ith the Hon. T. J. Ryan, Mr. Hunter
(the pr euent Agevt-General). the present Pre.
mier, the present Treasurer, and the Minister

[Hon. J. G. Appel.
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for Railwe e would be just getting te
some conclusion with one Afinistcr whern
another Minister “ould be appointed to deal
with the matter, and then he would be
replaced by someone else.  We never got any
continnity of thought betwern the Ministers.
I say without any hesitation that there was
too wmuch inexperience and uncertainty about
the way they handled those underfakings
The Premier, T am sure, will not mind me
mentioning that he made some extraordinary
statements to some deputations. I could
no% believe it possible as coming from him.
It was because he was asked to take up the
threads where another Minister left off. A
Minister should have one position and hold
on to 1t, #n that he can learn the job and
carry it out with satisfaction to himself and
the people of Queensland.

The ATrorNEY-GENERAL: That is an argu-
ment in favour of our Bill

Mr., FLETCHER: Not at all.

The Arrorxey-GExeraL: Of course;
one of the best.

The TREASURER :
for it

Mr. FLETCHER: Just as a Minister is
beginning to learn his department he is
taken away from it and put somewhere else.
You cannct do any good with a depart-
ment when you shift the Ministers about
in that way. The whole reason for wanting
ancther Minister is the block vote. It was
a question of * you seratch my back and
I'll scratch yours.” The Minister for Lands
was left out in the cold on this occasion,
It is unfair to saddie the State with this
exfrs evpense in orde: to satisfy him and his
friends; they have mno right to appeint
another Minister when we find ourselves in
the financial position we are in at the present
tima,

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Are you aware
that this Bill was passed by the Assembly
in the last Parliament?

FLETCHER : Hon. members opposite
‘not say to the electors before the
election that they were going to bring this
Bill forward.

The TREASTRER: We passed it last scssion.

Mr. I‘L 'CHER: The Premicr never told
the people that he was going to introduce

it is

We will claim his vote

this Bill. The people were ab solutely camou-
flaged.  He told the people a lot of half-
truths, and they were deceived, 1f it were

not for that, I do not think the Government
would be o('umxmq the Treasury benches
to-dey. We have been living in a great
boom of prosperity cansed by the war. We

have had high prices for commodities that
have enabled the Government to get a bigger

revenue, The war leaus ‘ibuted through-
cut the country have made a lot of revenue
for the Htate, and the repatriation inoncy
civen by the Commonw=alth Government, and
the great sums of wioney coming in from
the sales of marsupial skins—all of these
things swere the oufcome of the war, and
thev brought a great amount of prosperity,
a fictitious and an ephemeral prosperit The
Premier told the people that the 1)1eaent
financial state of the country was due to
the war. The Government have been living
on the boom and on the high prices brought
about by the war, but the Premier
camouflaged the situation and misled the
people.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULITURE:
you suggest?

What do
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IER: There is a slump in
d rbe Government have not
made any provision for the coming depure
sion. The Government have run right up to
the edge of the precipice, and now they have
to call a halt. They did not look ahead soon
eacugh. }.0\\ they e the difficu and
they asked us to ist them by econcmising.
Weoare not economising when we propose
to appoint another inister.  Instead of
apx‘omtl" o avomor I snggest that

prices (‘Un;mg,

Pay hinm a large
alary, if neces 1oul" b engaged
to reorganise the railways and other dumlt»
ments. 1hat might be dons in this wa
a census right be taken in connection with
the rallw ays The census could show the
ages of the men, whether they are married
or single, what they did hefore they entered
the r(nlvmy&, what job they are on, and
what job they wish to do and could do.
The Commissioner could then take this
census, and he could pick out the men
that he could dispense with. These men
will fill various vocations on the railways.
Some will be survesors, engineers, fitters,
labourers, and others. They could be put on
at work in other directions, such as irriga-
tion works and things of that kind. When
the work was completed, some of the men
might take up farms they had helped to
create.  These men have to be paid on
the railways to-day, and I suggest that they
be taken ocut of their present canployment
and be put on reproductive works. That
will not cost the State one penny more than
it is cesting at the present time.

The SPEANER: COrder! I ask the hon.
gentleman to confine his remarks to the Bill

Mr. FL L”“"“R 1 am peinting out that
it will be far better to appcint a man to
recrganise the Rallway Department in the
way 1 suggest rather  than appoint an
acditional Minister as provided bv this Bill.
The men in the Railway Department are
dissatisfied and discontented, and the reason
they are in that state of mind is because
they are not taking any interest in their
work. They are looking to get higher wages
for less work.

The SPEAKER: Order!

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
rcflection on the railway men.

Mr. FLETCHER: That is nothing of the
sort; it 1s because they have not got enough
work to do. There are too many men on
the job.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. FLETCHER:

ility, and i

That is a

When you have men
without experience or ability occupying these
positions we cannot hope to have the best

results for the State. 1 intend to vote against
the measure, because I think it is absolutely
wrong to .ppomt anothpr \um»ter vhﬂe the

finances of the State are in th present
position. We see great trouble :,tandmg out

in front of us. I think the Govermment
should withdras the Bill and show some
practical signs of economy. if they do that
they can expect, and they will get, help from
this side of the louse, We will heip the
Government to carry out cecnomy in any
way they like to introduce it.

OpposITION MEMBERS ; Hear,

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy):

hear !
I wish to zay a

few words in support of this measure, and I
shall be as brief as possible. It does not
want any great amount of argument to

convince this House that the administration
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i the big business ‘hms and companics
the Sirate could not be carrvicd on
were men af the head of 1t who

are du'«m

ing in sympathy with and
approving of the poliew they have to carry
out. I can quite understand that the pasi
Government ‘nuuagc& to carry along the
covernment of the ate with, perhaps,
lor number of Ministers than we he
The reason for thaet is quite apg
The development of the State the
slower, theve were fower depart-
admi er, and those departments
were administered in the interests of a very
sniall cliyue in the community, inclading the
pastoralists- and big mining com‘)amos, and
o few of the big miercantile frms.

MBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. HARTLEY : It is quite possible under
those circumstances that Ministers could
previously administer departments which now
require nine Ministers, and perhaps ten or
more. The history of Queensland shows that
the administration of the State was carried
on mostly in the interests of the big
pastoralists, the big mining companies, the
big land spocuuxtmr companies, and the big
;nnf‘c“ntllc firms, with the result that you
ave

GOVERNMENT N

a large over-grown city at one
end of the State and very small towns
in comparison to the wealth of <the

district in other parts, and not half the
development that the wealth and sevenue-
producing possibilities of those districts
entitle them to. I support this appointment
because it will sccure greater cfficiency.
(Hear, hear!) The hon. member for Albert
admitted that it was not the concern of
Ministers under the old régime to get effi-
cieney; that was a matter for the Under
Secretary and his staff. Well, no managsr

of any big mining company will
18.30 p.m.] admit that, I am sure that the

hon. member for Port Curtis, if
he were manager of the Gladstone meat-
works, would not accept the mere “ say so’”’
of his accountant or his third or fourth
engineer without any question at all. He
would have to investigate it thoroughly him-
self from all sides of the question before he

would authorise any big departure in the
management of these works. That is where
past Ministers went wrong, and that is

where the Ministers of to-day ﬁnd the stress
and stlam of a multiplicity of dutics too
great for them, because they have honestly
and sincercly endeavoured to grasp all the
factors that they should take into considera-
tion before they consent to any departure
in their administration. I think it quite
clear that we could run along, too, if we

simply allowed an Under Secretary to p:
papers before the Minister that he mi
sign them, I think we could run walonl* W
one Minister in that wazr if
half a dozen rubber smv‘rms—on\ for

Mines Department, one for the Departn
of Public Instruction, and one for each of
other departmeats; but that is all in 2
favour of the big xeqtcd interests. Althr)ag‘l
with one or two exceptions—and I will say
that the hon, member for Albert was cne
of the exceptions—that is all that was doze
by Ministers of past Administrations.

3

Another factor that makes it necessary to
have another Minister is, that we are
administering departments to-day that we
had never heard of a year or two ago. I
wonder that such papers as the “Courier”
did not die—I am sure they must have had

Mr. Hartley.]
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medical attendance for many days with a
stethoscope at their literary heart and
the administration of oxygen constantly—
it must have shocked them when they
heard that one State station had been
bought. When it was reported that two had
been bought, however they managed to keep
alive I do mnot know, Perhaps they
did it by means of an antidote which, though
it Certainly kept them alive, cortainly aiso
sent them raving mad in their bitter hostility
and miserable meanness towards this Govern-
snent.  They would risk anything to damn
this Government. I maintain that the policy
of sach papers as the “ Courier” is the
same sort of propagauda that brought about
¢ revolution in Russia; and 1f we had
greatoy Tveedom and opport
gislating in our own inforest, they conld
possibly bring about such a result here. But
I think the people are too sane and too

unity of

theroughly understand the reason for the
xistence of the ¢ Courier” to allow their
propaganda fo affect them. That is one

rviment absolutely unknown to previous
(fovernments, and for which they did not
require an additional Minister. There are
State coalmines, as has been pointed out by
e mamber for Rockhampton. Previously,
the old ““ happy-go-lucky let-her go” style
vou went out and found vour coal. If you were
ror vou worked four or five weeks
57 oa fow months and got down on to eoal,
You had vour miner’s right and your claim,
Lut wvhen vyou got down on the coal yould
conld go no further, and then ‘“ Mr. Bene-
factor of the Whole Human Race,” the
chap that puts money in to help the poor
struggling working man, came along. He
Lad a look at it and said, ¢ The coal is
1o good.”  And if the miner went away in
order to try to get c¢nough money to work
the coal, “ Mr. Spatch-a-Peg’ came along
and put in his pegs. He went quietly along
to the Under Sceretary fer Mines and some
other gentlemen and said, ‘“ That man is
et flfilling condition=; I want this, and I
do not want a few acres, T want a square
mile” 1 and he got i, Of ceourse, that sort
of administration suited the friends of
centlemen  opposite, but this Government
have said that the treasure below ground in
the form of coal, that is wanted for the
dovelopment of our manufacturing industries,
the property of the people, and we are
ing to administer it, and work it, and sell
boan their interes We want a man to
look cut smavt and have all the time and
staff at his disposal to see that the coal-
wines are a sUCCess,

LTr. Browy: Arc vour Siate coalmines a
success; for instance, at Torbanlea?

My, HARTLEY: I caunot understand
what the hon, member is gibing at, unless
it be Warra., Now. if I had the money., I
would go on with Wavre. We stopped when
wio Bad tass £30.200 odd, and when, by the

depsa

20

oy nditire of another £20,000, we would
have oot on to the real scam of coal, as

proved by the geolozical report, and it
would have been a propesition to win back
the money we had already bunkered. Other
eonlmines promised to be a success. parti-
cularly that at the Strx River, where there
is a standing order from Rockhampton—
to give only one instance of many—at 15s. or
10s. o ton above the price ever offered pre-
vim{.:ly for Queensland coal, if not Australian
coal.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Mr., HARTLEY : Yes, I am afraid T got

[Mr. Hartley.
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outside the orbit of the Standing Orders in
rather wishing to bring before the House
the necessity for the development of some
of their industries, but the reason of it is
that, with meve Alinisters and the depart-
ments divided up more evenly over that
greater number, greater detailed attention
could be given and if matters of importance
are to be decided like that there is a greater
possibility of a eorrect and efficient decision
being given. The hon. member for Port
Cureis, I am quite sure, lost sight of the
fact that a Minister of Harbours and Rivers
would ke a very good departure at the pre-
sent time.
An HoxovurasLz MEMBER: Why?

3r. HARTLEY: Why? Well, with 14
miles of the channel in the Brisbane River
to look after you have fourteen dredges, and
the rest of the harbours of Queensland four.

Mr. GreN: Why did they not run it lilk.
the Townsville Harbour Board, and make a
success of 1t7

Mr. FORDE:
Government ?

Mr. GreEN: Not as much as Rockhampton.

Mr. HARTLEY: When the side spar is
finished, T will go on. If a Minister for
Harbours and Rivers were appointed I ven-
fure w say that £500,000 would not have
secn spent on Townsville to the exclusion of
other parts of the coast.

Mr. GreEN: £300,000.

ARTLEY : The
£300,000,

How much do they owe the

hon. member for
the IHowe Socroe-

Mr, H
Townsville savs

tars £1,200.000, and 1f wo go on we'll sink
the Treasury deeper than the hoasted

depth of Townaville Harbour. No doubt the
hon. member for Port Curtis found it incon-
venient when he was acting in the Interest of
the Gladetone Mestworks to have to face so
many Ministers. Tt would have been much
casior for him as the representative of the
big meat works who had this Government
held up on an agreement, trying to bargain
them out of another half-penny or penny per
pound that the people of Queensiand would
have to pay, if he had had an Under Sec-
retary to meet and to beat in the interests
of his company to the exclusion of the peeple
of Queensland.

Mr. FLETCHER:
with it.

Mr. HARTLEY : Of course not. You were
just mere philanthropists, just as, I suppose,
the hon. member acts in the intorests of the
dear working man and his wife and children
whoen he comes down to fight them in the
Arbitration Court, but I am too havd-
shelled a working man to put up with that
sort of stuff, and it is no use saying to me
that the price had nothing to do with 1t,
when we know that the Chief Secretary, the
Minister for Railways, and the Minister for
Tands were practically held up for six
months while the company that the hon.
member represented and others with him
fought with him in order to cxtort another
three farthings or penny per pound to put on
t5 the cost of meat to the people of Queens-
land—and that, be it borne in mind, at a
time of war.

It has been said that we do not want an
additional Minister because the time of
prosperity is past, that we have been living
on the top of a boom prosperity occasioned
by the war, and now that the time is coming

Price had nothing to do
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of tightness, and we are going back to the
bad old days when the Denham-Barnes gave
biuc peas and pulse to the inmates of
Dunwich and a miserable pittance as an
Odt of-work allowance. Now he says we
do not want it. I am one of those who
think that the prosperity of Queensiand is
only beginning to dawn. (Hear, hear!)
What T want to say is that, in spite of the
fact that I know that unfmtunatelv ’today
it is ivue that there arc a great number of
unump’oved on the market and that this
Government are faced with a serious position
in providing work for the men already in
positions, I want those men—and 1 want to
ik to them publicly now—to realise that
it is the result of a contest between the
workers’ repr tatives—the men who stand
for a fair deal for the worker and easier and
better conditions all round—and the bad old
system of the capitalist of grinding the heart
and soul out of - everything and everybody so
long as he can get an eoxtra dollar.

The HomE SECRETsRY: What about the
statement of the hon. member for Albert?

My, HARTLEY: That was something T
‘dS sorvy to hear from the hon. mewber for

Albert, because in most administrative work
he cmt.lmly did shew a humanitarian spirit,
and I think 1t was merely jn the beat of
argument and it was certainly fallacious to
say that the mothers of the State who have
been deprived of the services of their bread-
winners should be compelled to work to
keep their children. That was not the poliey
when he was in the Home Department, and
I think he rather spoke without thinking
how deep he was goinv But that certainly
1s the sentiment that is supported by the old
Tory and Conservative régime—that a man
bas no right to be poor, that if there is no
work for him it is his own fault, and he
sheuld be allowed to starve., There cannot
be work for him when, as I belicve, big
financial institutions arc deliberately tlvmg

to put this Government on the rocks by
creating a financial shortage.

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. HARTLEY : When the hon. member

says, as one of the reasons why an extra
Minister should not be appomtod that we
have passed the final plOSDQI‘ltV, I say we
are only beginuing to realise what Queens-
land can do in the way of production. Weo
have a record hal\ott of wheat; we have
coal mines opening up and other industries
starting everywhere. he only thing that is

wanted is meney. and, unless we can have
proper and sufficient administration in the
various departments, when we get that

money it cannot be put to the best use.
By c1eat1nﬂf another Minister, by seeing that
the depm‘tments are t]orourrhl' )c"xswl
by a man with the powcr to say “yes” or
‘no, I am sure we will attain fo a greater
degree of efficiency in the management of

these departments, which in a very short
time will react to the benefit of the State
and the people in particular. (Hear, hear!)

Mr. CORSER: Thele is one thing cvident
in this debate, sud that is the lacle of argu-
ment from the Governiment benches as to the
real reason for introdesing this Bill. We
give m Ministers all credit in regard to the
quties they owe to the State and in the per-
{foruat of thosc duties, and we trust wo
will «rvt LhO best which is in them. BRut
there has besn no argament adduced to show
that there is the wghfuf e for
increasing  expenditare in b

this
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the inclusion of another paid Minister. To
my mind, the real reason for the appointment
of ancther Minister is a personal one on
behalf of cach Minister holding a position
to-day. We know they have to pool their
serews,” and the inclusion of another paid
Minister 10&1;; means an increase in the
selary of the present Ministers. I think no
one can deny that. The pooling of their
salaries has not been a very pleasant matter
to them, and to get out of it and assist them
over the troublcd times they have recently
gone thxoucrh they find they can pour a
ltu( oil on the troubled waters possibly b
vpointing another Minister. I have  not
h( ard any 1‘\,14011 given which would justify
another '\11 er being appointed. We know
that in a time of recess one or two Ministers
have been able to control all the departments
of the State; and they have carvied out the
duties just as badly, possibly, as all of them
would together. We c.nmo’( Tind any instance
where the work of the Ministers has been so
heavy as to warrant ‘(hh increased expendi-
ture. IHon. members have talked about the
extra duties in the various departments but
not one word has fallen from the Atffornes-
General in regard to the amount of work
1\!4(‘9(} on the public servant. They seem to
claimt that all this extra work and burden is
falling directls on the Ministers, and the
have not taken into consideration the trcmen-
dous amount of work which has been placed
on the shoulders of the Under Secretaries.

The SecreTary ¥oR PuBLic LANDS: They
have had their duties increased.

Mr. CORSER : 8o evident is that fact that
we are losing our Under Secretaries to-day.
Ounly at the ond of this month we are losing
a man from the Lands Department simply
because he has not been given a remunera-
tion which he ¢laims in his interest should
have come along. 1l Ministers gave their
artention to the reorganisation of theiv
departments and the 1‘ecpon~1bﬂit10> of their
do‘mrhnent , in order to sec that increased
cmolwnents were given fo the heads who
were entitled to them: on account of extra
work, it would be far better and fairer than
giving the extra amount to the Cabinet. The
Minister in charoo of the Bill has referred
to quite a lot of State enterprises which

attract a great deal of attention and time of
tho Cabinot or the administrator. We over-
look the fact that the State enterprises to-day
aro controlled by a Commissioner. We

appointed tha‘r Commissioner to take away
ﬂ'm whole of the responsibility which other-
wixe would fall upon the Minister.

The Secrerary For PupLic Laxps: To
collect and spend the money as he likes?

Mr. CORSER: He is not collecting teoo
much. If the Government want to take the
honour of the spending of it, they are entitled
to it. Certainly, there has been plenty of
money spent; but as to any extra burden
having been placed on the Minister in that
regard, I have not been able to find proof of
it in the remarks which have fallen from
eentlemen on the other side. The Savings
Ban.\, which sonie vears ago was controlled
by the Treasury—the Treasurer being abso-
Iutely responsibile for its administration—has
during the tast few vears fallen into the
hands of the Commissioner, who, by Act of
Parliament, has been 1made absolutely
responsible for its administration, takinz
away altogether that important work of
sdminigtration which under past Governmente
was controiled by the Trcasurer. So that in

Mr. Corser.]

a
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that particular alone we muzt agrec that we
» faced with the position of a poss
slarlxeﬂn,g in the ammmt of work of the

{Cabinet w 1*11 other
¢ Lt us u\)tne' analvse the posi-
\‘v ¢ know that under past Governments

gricultura! Bank adnunistration was in
the Agricultural Depurtment
of that dopaxrmen‘r was

v » it. To-day woe find that the
Commissioner of the Savings Bank has in hi
oo }LthJ that mt leate Lusine: and admin-
isiers—probably by maludz nin dtxondthﬁt
section which late y came under the Agrieul-
tu Deportinent.  Government mnmbem
h raksn  into  copsideration  these
i branct of the public

\
e past were controlled directly by
and his Under Sccretary.

The BECRETARY For Punric Laxns: It was
controiled by a board.

Mr. CORBER: inister, who w
directly responsible. To-day, those two

branohes arc controlled 1 by a genrlemau inde-
endent altogether of the Parliament and of
the Cabinet.

The PREMIER:
liavnent.

My, CORSER: Not indenendent of Parlia-
ment, but independent of the (abinet. It iz
the Cabinet’s work swhich we are d
st the present moment. Not only in the
Savings Bank administration and the admiu-

Not independent of Par-

istration of the Agrieultural Bank, but also
1“ the State enterpri we find that a
Commissioney 15 appoi to irol prob-

ably one of the best g ~that
of Srate insurance. 11L s andor mnis-
sioner, who 1 responsible to Pa and

not to the Ministor,
The ATToRNEY-GENERAL: CThat iz
Mr. CORSBER: The Minist

m ~how that they avre really

Comnn is not

Wrong.

mzild

fac.,, T contend that to-day the

office of most of tha genfromon who ceer

hat position is lest importans than it bas
under other Administratic We find
have conivolling the adininistraticn in

instances no’uxy,al fricnds
have made private se-retar

po<1t:o*1°. of great immporia

some whom they
or who have

having been

1o,
placed thm(‘ bv the Minister who is at the

We find that sub-
h
anches have been created. In our soldxnr

head of the department.
br

settlement scheme, our war councii, and al
the various sub-branches of the Land:.

administrators
Pysric Lavos

Department, we have
The SECRETARY FOR

Apart

from the Minister?
My, CORSER: I do not claim they are

from the Minister, but T do elaim the
ter has very little to do with them.
k the Minister will agree with that.
'1he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA The
inister wishes you were right,

Mr. CORSER: I do not want to sav, for
one moment, that anyone could envy the
vster Iin carryving out the administration

of the Lanf‘ W“]mrtnﬂ(nt That department
i one of the biggest in the State, and one
which has been administered to the credit
of the ‘;mfﬂ as far as its administration
of that department
in mv opinion,

a pretfiy

n Wﬂto one, However, the du‘rv
is there. and it has bheen carried out. My
are not directed to that department

When we look
Corser,

in rnﬂ(mm

[Ar.

at the Agrieul-

IBLY ] Act Amendment Bill.
tment, do wo sece the great
s <1f St e farms and the sub-branches
ook a tremendous amount of the
attention of the Hiinister in charge? He had
from Wamerunga rvight to the
on the Dow ns.

Prerre Laxps: They
—v‘{ho% favme 1\blished
I am not for moment
Jittle r‘no% Sr“’.r\ farme I claim
sarlier dawvs in the agricultural
{ the Qt vto ther were most
d out a d which
credit of those who brought
f Bui one cannot say we are
i 1 dutics of the Ainister in cr. rge

th martient in wiping these tl
he SLCRETARY Y03 PusLic TANDS :

rerunga was a groat suceess, but they had
to China to buy their vegetables.

The SPEAKER: Crder!

My, CORSER: I did not know it was
ctablished that purpose

The 4RY ror PTBLIC LANDS: It was,

T do not think it was,
ER: Order!

Bir, C(/R ,‘JR: 3f the Ministry could show
us that the inclusion of another Minister
wo m{ bvmr about huwe developmer ats n
certnin =¢ 1“ Nes \"h (n E0 MANE G- ‘Y‘tlﬂx *‘L‘(‘ .ilq
grea 1n’xah on oxm a nt(\.nhnud desire

do vm\ermm,r ,of the cv adication of prickly-
ar, snd rhe es of depdts so that
th'* (overnme \\rmld upon themselves
ihilities which should be theirs-—
]d probably view the position from a
Rdll(‘.]}f‘lﬂf They have not done
They have fot shown us that
go ont on any of these great
ings and tackle them
their position warvants. Thev are taking the
bine of least resistance, and taking their jobs
on some statement or another that they are
overworked.

The ror Pusuic Laxps: They
were 1al keopsakes we got from you.

Mr. CCR SER: The Government certainly
did not get them from me. They were
returned to tackle them. They have not
tacklod them. Tf we intended. as in the
vears 1908 und 1910, to go in for some new
and great land sottlement scheme to encour-
age the development of our country and
tackle the huge areas of our Crown lands
fLat have been mapped out—in my district
alone we have 3,000,000 acres of Crown land
awaiting a vailway——

o SECEUTARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
wour best to block those railways.

CORSER : 1 did my best to assist the
Government to bring them on.

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. ("? SPR Tf these things were brought

H

v WO
mﬁemm
these things.

thev intend to
nationszi unde

as

You

did

about, T w muu contend that an extra Minister
might probably be warBanted. If a Liinister
were apno intodd to open up the Upper
'nctt, it would warrant the expenditure.

is snficient work in that di trl(‘t alone,

H its hnge settlement possibiliti s huge

v development, ‘mat ia on! awmtmg

the hand of the \)oxerrrﬂ(\nt to bring about

llY‘nUathI‘ {Hld l()‘(l ccnemes ln order to
moule for 20,000 families.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: We say
16.000.
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Mr. CORSBER: 15,000 fa in the
TUpper Burnett: and the Cent Burnett
n their own suggestion. would bring the
number up to 23,000, If vou reckon three

W ;)1‘] d maein
the time when the
'm.ser to carry
had com

vked,  The

in a family, vou will see what it
to the State.
Governmeoent b
these thi
thew

During

en ) v have
SN uu[ to

coted State in this
If the Ministry wore dcf!*r ned to
Queenstand and tackle & groat
undertakings, woul , pro-
might : the additional
another 7 lin istos,

in our railway con

is not the cons t"U"tl')'l

aftentinn necessuary
from : in tha.‘ rogard. that 'nm‘e
had in the past. If the Ministry want to
slacken off in their n‘tcr‘fmn in a department,

it would be a good thing if they withdres
some  of rhely political control from the
Railway Dw)alfnom and fet the Commis-
aiﬁono" run it from a non-party standpoint.

want to give
tet them leave
i‘m‘ Rail
o

time to somcthing clse.
nore of the admi stration of
ar Department in the hands of the
rer, who s pa job.
away the poli that
ssent tinme has 1\0011 1‘9\])Ol‘mlb e
> en for the trouble we have
>t into in that department

4y

My, CoLLixs: Are xou talking from experi-
e They are al‘! nf) t1c 1 fxiends of sours

Ccas,

only wish that our
were 1o that depsrrment. bocau
inister werse out (;f it and our poli tlml
Io"’ >ol pc feetly certain
thut it wonld be a good thing for
the State, TH Railw ay i)é‘p?lt—
ment lends itself to the slacken-
r of pelitical ll,f'ucme 1nd I hold that we

find hi 1t of

b

19 p.m.]

1 *110 ing the M 3 duiies. The
Ratlway Devar ‘hGT‘f in the past h boen

rmuafhx"‘mnmrmn because the
1 of the departmant
endeavoured, b ork, to make the rail-
vavs pay. To-day we have the snnouncemeni
that the 1'a’lwav\ are not ey po(t d to pav,
) thdf the Minister in charge of the depart-
ment *mf« not need to wnc that attention to

sublocted to

administrative  Jea

its adminiztration whi .1 Wax  necessary on
the part of other Xinisters in the past.
Now the whole administration of the bank-
ing of our one benking institution is going
f‘onl the Btets 1o the Commaonwealth; and at
he very time that is happening and the

Covernment are preparing to go out of office
altogether, thex asking for another
We al 50 ﬁ'»d that 1n the past the

Servics Board ¢y ed of various
50 mmrh < who hod ts do the business

ters. \Immt’w had been
fmm those i unportant duties. Under

< have simply had to he membe

uhlie \m\mﬁ Board and give their

’ml att to the sittings of that
complaints from public

he rearrangement of

. That work has

from them. so that

are o to gl re < ‘¢ to
ters in  the “dxﬂ"]latlﬂtl()ll of their
wveral  denartments, We have also a

Public C%01\100 Con‘vm}:ﬂorr‘r who has been
appointed to relieve Ministers of all the

[25 NovemsERr.]

285
trouble of with complaints {rom
lnu) 1¢oservants. Govern have bren
velieved of the now orined by the
l“‘;“c Service 1 a ‘d \(L the"
2:k for the appointy

The 'J"‘"\m Q !

missoney sdmind

in doing that he does
mentioned,

member for I urnott
the Public Pervice
7 ointerviewed the

: Xou interviewed-bim as
Tor Public Instruction.

Mr. CORSER:

he guu:tod my  reguest

and on one occcasion
. I cannot say that
the Minister for Education is the worst
Minister in the Cabinet. I contend that if
Ministers allowed the Commissioner for Rail-

Yos,

\\av to carry out his duties, and allowed
he Comi Nnohm‘ of Police to carry out the

him by Parliament,
ng abont their

mq)owu upen
would not be worr;
own airs or the affairs of someone else,
but would have sufficient time to attend to
the administration of theivr departments,
The ASTRE.

Home Offica in

at the

the

I should
the Cabinet now.
velieved of some of tntﬁ‘"
they  should  allow the Commi
administer th( affairs of his depar
things would be better done then t
are done now. 1 do not say that tn‘, Com-

want to be

missioner shnuld be all-powerful, but I do
sgv that he should be free from political
influrnce and be responsible for the work

is expected to perform. We have
upen to exercise eom.nmv—tne

that he
heen called

Government have called upon members of
the Opposition to ¢ t them in practizing

cconomy—and vet we find that d]T"‘\mt thm
first thing they do i= to place before this
House a proposal to impose an extrs burden

on the State.

The TreastrER: Do you remember the
amount you cxpected me to spend on a road?

Mr. CORSIR: I do not know that I
expected the hon. gentleman to expend any
amount on a road.

The Treastvern: Yes, £200.

Mr. CORSER: Did you spend it?

The Trrssvarr: I did.

Lr. CORSER: A previous Minister made

Tuzy !
ailable the sum he refers to, and not the
asurcr.  Unless we got some good and
‘ohd arguments from members of the frent
L)(“ ch m(l theee assceisted with them in
favenr of passing th Ylnl wea should not be
deing our duty to the peopic who sent us
here 11 we cunsented to extra emecluments
being naid to momber

s of the front bench.
Mr. KERR (Znoggera): No reason has
been given to show the necessity for the
appointment of a new Minister.  The
Attornev-G ncra} came along to the Heuse
o expe '\d to hear good
U show

provosal fo app

My, Kerr)
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a mnew Minister. I
apparent. A block vote has been nec ry
to sceure the election of Ainisrers, and in
order to secnre that block vote it has been
necessary to n:ake concessions. one of which
is the appointment of a new inister at
£1,008 pev annum. I propose to deal witn
¢iae or two points ratsed in the speech of our
rned friend the Artornoy-Gens i

believe the reason 13

of all, T wih to refer to the vast
has to be covered hy MMintsfers 1n adminis-
toring the affairs of Queenstand. There was

an outs standing point in regard to thsat which
reduced any argument he may bring forth,
We  have a  Commonwealth  Government
which has a Cabinet consisting of twelve
Ministers who not only deal with the par-
ticular State in which they ave established,
but with the whole of Australia, aud we
are only a small part of that Australia. We
find in the Tarliament that governs the
whole of Australia 2 Postmaster-Genoral who
has jurisdiction right throughout the \xhole

of Australia.  We next find a MMinister of
Defence. There only one Minister of
Defence, and what a large thing the control

of that department was through the whole
var, when they transported a quarter of a
million of Australians, equipped them, sent
them overseas and dealt with their cases,
but there was no neccssity to increasc the
Cabinet by the appointment of additional
Ministers,

The TREASURER: As a matter of fact,
appointad an  additional Minister,
Minister for Repatriation.

Mr. XERR: There was a DMinister for
Repatriation, and I should think so; and
if the Government could show a similar
reason In this case I would not be speaking
against the Bill. We have statistics quoted
to us showing that certain Acts have been
passed entailing extr i ; i
not delay the House by quoting the whole
of them—whereas no extra work is coming
to any member of the Ministry. I shall only
take one Act that has been before the House
to-day, and that is the Control of Air. I would
¢ to know where are the statistics which
arc going to form anwv reasonable proposition
to put forward when vou look at that one
Act. Tt takes about half a day to put the
whole thing through, and ther cafter no further
work is entailed. We get on a little bit
further, and our learned friend the Attorney-
General comes into the Flouse with a brief
to point out why an extra Minister is neces-
sars. Can you realise that any Attorney-
General would stand up here and quote his
case and mention the fact that interviews
are necessary which occupy a certain amount
of time, They certainly do; but I want to
refute that point by quoting the House of

they
the

Commons in England.  They have 707
members,
The TreasvRER: They have sixty-four

Ministers at present.

Myr. KERR: They have a Cabinet cons
ing of twelve Ministers such as First Lord of
the Treasury, Lord President of the Council,
Chauncellor  of the Exchequer, and so on,
and so on—({laughter)—and we find that they

represent, not only the 707 members of the
Heuse of Commons, but over 40,000,000
people.  The arguments of the Government
cannct hold. If the 01"amsdtlon of the

Covernment was on business lines. therc per-
haps would be an excuse for the spare time
—for they have snare time for pleasure
and all the rext of it, becawse it has heen

[Mr, Herr.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Act Amendment Bill.

knowloedged by the Minister in churge of
the Bill, and yet they come along and bring
thiese smzall things in support of a large Bill
which has a lavge principle. I was honest

enough to stand up and say that where
QCONOMY was col ‘Crm‘d 1 going [\) U
port it; but I say this is not cconomy. I

am not looking a

o it from the point of view
of £1,000, because that i1s nothing to the
(evernment. Three thousand pounds for
expenses, luggage to go home—I don’t know
whether clothes  were included—is  abso-
lutely nothing. But it is the principle of the

thin The Premier seeks the co-operation
and assistance of those in opposition; and
many of us have =aid thut, owing to the

State of finances, that assstance will be
fortheoming ; but when they come along and
pat up such a foolish proposition as this
witbout an argument in its favour, I say
the Government are doing it under false
pretences, not only to the Opposition, but
i the people of Queensland, whose interests

woe represent; and we realise it and tell
them <o definitely now. As a matter of
fact, there is another argument why we
sheuld not have this addifional Minister,

and it is this: On the largest public work
in Queensland, the Raﬂwav Department,
vepresenting one-third of the whole of the
undertakings of the State, we have one Minis-
ter, and yet for the other two-thirds of the
State they ask us to give an additional
Minister to the seven which they already
have. That alone, in my opinion, condemns
the proposal which the House u%l\\ us to
consider. All T can say is that, in the face
of what has been said and the arguments

put forward to the Government, if the
Government can sit under it they have a
very tough skin, and, farther, we on this

side spealx not with a minority vote. but
we speak with a majority of the people of
Queensland behind us.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL :
did your party have?
A GovERNMENT MemBER: Go your hardesh!

Mr. KERR: I am going my hardest on
every occasion I get, especially when suck
spurious legislation as this comes before us.

The TreASURER: You voted with our party
last night.

Mr. KERR; Certainly; and when yow
have something decent I will vote with you
again. (Laughter.)

XIr. POLLOCK : I just want to say a few
temperate words on this question. I think
the remarks which have fallen from mem-
bers of the Opposition have been mostly
intemperate, inasmuch as most of them have
made no endeavour whatsoever to make any
allowance for the increased expansion of
State departments. When one considers the

How many votes

number of departments that were in this
State when the Labour party came into
oftice, and since then the expansion and

creation of State cnterprise, and when vou
recognize the larger number of departments
ard sub-departments which have now to be
administered, and consider that this House is
sitting five <ave a week instead of three, as
formerly, and the amount of time which that
tukes away from a Minister who should be
ordinarily looking after the affairs of his
department, vou can realise that there is
gsome—not :mn]1 but large—justification for a
measure of this kind. Firstly. the average
Ainister who attends to his depariment
prarerly, and who is not merely a rubber-
stemp, a tors were prone to be in the
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old Liberal days, and would be to-anorrow
if again returned to power, leaving practi-
cally all the administration to the heads
of the various <|D|>(nr,:n\-,tht‘:(:xu, men it
theyy are mnot going to be rubber-stamps,
cannot do justice to the administration of the
department from 9 o'clock in the morning
till 3 o'clock in the afternoon, when they
must come up to this House to meet in
assembly.

It is impossible for any Minister to do
justice to his work in that time, and nobody
knows that better than hon. members
ite. Yet, in the course of this debate,
which should have been conducted on abso-
lutely fair lines, giving ground where it

was right and fair to give it, and taking
- points where It wus just to take a point

from the Government, they have failed
absolutely to view this (|H(_St1011 from a non-
party  standpoint. They have failed
altogether to recognise that the appointment
of another Mlnlster means economy in the
broadest sense, because the appointment of

another Minister, while it may mean an
additional £500 a vear—because, after all,
it onlv means tacking on £500 to the

ordinary salary received by each member—
while it may mecan another £500 a year to
have a new Minister, the amount of money
that can be saved to the State by a Minister
giving the whole of his time to this work
is going to be considerably more than £500.
Members of the Opposition have failed to get
beyond  the viewpoint of economists who
would economise by using blunt lead penciis
and watering the ink. They cannot talk
in thousands; they can only talk in three-
penny bits. Members opposite max be
business men, but they are merely business
men to the extent of being able to buy
something for 1s. and sell it for 1s. 6d., and
have not the capacity to formulate a policy
for the country. The biggest failures, as a

rule, in all the Parliaments of Austraha
have boen successful business men. while
the greatest successes as  Administrators

have been men who were navvies or miners,
and who had no knowledge of ordinary
business routine before they became members
of Parliament, Whether one likes to
recognise that or not, it is perfectly true,
and the economy that this party intends
going in for is economy by appointing a man
to see that cconomy is administered in the
proper wayv. 1 know that many hon. mem-
bers who have spoken on this question have
no idea of what they were speaking about.
New members who came into this Fouse
during the past two or three weeks—men
who have never had much to do with Govern-
ment departments and who have no idea of
the duties of Ministers, and very little idea
of what the ordinary administration of a
Government department meceans and entails
on a Minister’s time—have condemned this
proposal.  The hon. member for Port Curtis
was good enough to lecture this House on
what the Government ought to be able to do
-—a man who blew in fresh from the country
—and although T admit he was a successful
buriness man, he is a man who, during the
elections, was prepared, just in the same way
to rush into a question that he did not
understand.  He was prepared to submit
the question to the people—so were all the
Opposition for that matter. Fvers member
of the Opposition crawled down on his
knees on that question that the * Daily Mail”
put to them ahout salaries. The hon. mem-
ber for Port Curtis did the same. I have
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his reply here and it is worth while placing
it on vrecord just to show how certain
members will rush in and  criticise the
Government on matters about which they
know nothing at all. In reply to the ¢ Daily
Mail’s” question as to whether he would
increase salaries, the hon. member for Port
Curtis said—
“1 would vote against an inercase of
safaries without first referving the matter
to the people.”

member wants to find out
what he said, I can dig it up quite easils.
They all crawled con their knees to this
churlish editor.

Mr. Corser: Give myr reply.

Mr. POLLOCK : 1 am giving these parti-
calars to show that new members, not know
ing what the duties of a member of Parlia-
ment are, not knowing what they would bhe
called upon to do when they became
members of Parliament, were prepared to
submit to an outside 1rr(\:pone1ble authority
in the person of the editor of the ¢ Daily
Mail.”  Without kunowing the facts of the
case they were prepared to sax they would
not ask for an increase in salaries. and the
heaven-born white hope of the ¢ Daily Mail,”
the hon. member for Port Curtis, would take
a referendum costing about £30,000 to decide
whether we should expend an extra £500
a yvear. Those are the men who come along
and condemn this proposal without having
any idea as to what they are condemning.

Mr. FLETCHER : it to the
people ?

Mr. POLLOCK : Heve, again, is the heaven-

born financier who wants to know whether
I would spend £30,000 in order to ask the
people to decide whether we should spend
£500 a vear. There is no doubt there are some
crude statesmen on the other side. The inter-
jection of the hon. member should for ever
condemn the editor of the ¢ Daily Mail >’
a prophet.  Members should consider this
proposal on its merits and its demerits, It
may have some small demerits, but I say the
merits of the question by a long way out-
weigh its demerits, and T am going to vote
for the Bill.

Mr. KING

If any other hon.

Will you refer

This is a Bill to amend the
Officials in Parliament Act of 1896, which
provides for eight Ministers at £1,000 each.
The Bill amends that Act by increasing the
number from cight to nine. In considering
this question we ought to take into consider-
ation the conditions that existed when that
Act was passed and the conditions that exist
now. It has been argued by my learncd
leader, the Attornev-General. when plead-
ing his case before the House, that the Acts
to be administered have increased from 132
to 268. T venture to say that, if the Attorney-
General was pleading his caie before the
people of Queensland as a jurv, he would
not in any way satisfr them. as his argument
was most unconvincing and most unsatis-
factory. He never for a moment proved that

there was any neccessity for this change in
the Act. Members seem to have lost sight
of the fact that in 1896, when this Act was
passed, we had control of the customs,
defence, the post office. quarantine, lght-
houses, ete.—all very imp it State instrn-
mentalities, and all of which on the advent
of federation werce transferred to the
Commonwealth. Ministers have had their
work congiderably lessened bz the transfer

Mr. King.)
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of thosc Iarge Stete instrumentalitics to the
Federal Parliament. We have, of course,
less depntmevts to administer now than g
had when the lon Act was vedl,
smred, the only argument adduced b;
Auditor-Grone for the appointment of an
additional Minister was the fact that there

12 e

more legislation than there was in the
It has been arvgued, too, that Ministers
been overworked. Lookmg at ins

SEY Ty

sitting  on  the front Treasury
L(Anmen
1

.\omd anyone fay for one moment
they Tocked as if they had been over-
worked? When wou look at the ma gnificence
of their retunditv—(laughter)—and the placid
vuy in which they occuny their se ats, you do
not see the hollow cheeh the sunken eve, the
lack of lustre in the eve, or the sagging
kr or the bent back. You do not sce

any f«'igns of that. Although ths Govern-
ment of QJE‘C:hI‘l :d, judging by “the writing
on the wall,”” is s'm\sm(f slgtis of dissolution,

You cannot see it when vou view ecach of
the worthy Ministers who have been so
much d. You cannot see that

ving any signs of ex bodily

AT -‘C}ENFR" I tth you must
Lam been reading a *“ Pink Pills” advertise-
ment.  (Laughter.)

My, KING: No; nh("' Balls for biliovs
bacheloy-. Lau“m v} Although 1. for one,
hope for that eariy dissolution as far the
Gever that the
overwork. . and the
great 1011‘rﬂ bring about
their early dissolution so for as their ,Jud'
health is concerned.  The Ministers have
at times been able to take trips overseas.

The SECRETARY FOR ACRICULTURE: Do rou
object to that?

Mr. KING: XNo, ’uut I say that if a
Minister is overworked. he has not the time
to do it. If the Trnaqncr goes to ke old
country, the x\mk is carried on during khis
absezv‘ ; and if anyone savs it is carried on
any less badly than before, I say it is carried
on just as badly. We had the Minister for
Railways, the present Treasurer, going for
at overseas; and will anvone say that the
business \»as Oalr'ed on any less badw ow mg
to his absence? No, it was conducted just
as badly. The \Inust(‘rb between them can
find time to get through the work. T think
the urgumtnt of overwork is all moonshine.
The fact is that Ministers are being pushed
by some of the younger and more ambxhouw
members to create a position.

Mr. F. A, Cooper: If you say
enough you will believe it is true.

Mr. KING : I believe it is true, and I want
the hon. memb@r to helieve it is true. No
proof has been given that there is any neces-
sity for the Bﬂl I ob]ect to it on the
ground that no ln\)o has been put forward
i i on the sieore of the
will be sntailed, and
We were asked

i Flse 1 my,
am going to vore aguinst
MAXWELL (Toowong): 1 take the
view as the previous speaker. Aftor
ing ‘the remarks of thon. members
opposite, it naturally follows that cre mu-t
approach a Sl‘b‘e(’f such as this with a cr
tain amount of diffidence. When the Attor-
nes-General introduced the matter, he did
not give any tangible resson, nor have T
hesrd any tangible reason given by any of

will nor

v
Qtram

that often

King.
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the supporters of the Government, for the
appointment of this extra Minister. The
reasons advanced by some hon. members

e, pnrviculaﬂy the hon. member for
amnpton, we most ludierous. .
were told that botior provision should be
made in prizons , and that there was a groat

mount of DO\‘(}I in Rockhampton.

]

Mr. Foupe: I did not say that, I said
thoere re poor people in Rockhampton.

Thoere will be poor people while men like

vou ave exploifing them.

MAXWIELL: I interjected vslde the
member was speaking, and said, © You
must have a great number there,” and the
hor. member Jid not contradiet me. He
rambled cn $0 much about what the Govern-

ment done in connection with State
enter .

Mz, z: My remesrks hurt you.

Mr. MAXWELL: I want to say that
Adam Smith stated that the duty of a

Governinent was to govern and not to trade.
The SECRETARY TOR Ramwavs: That is how
far back you are in your political econcmy.

Mr., MAXWEL

The experience I have

gained oi the way in which hon. menibers
opposite have carried out State enterprises is
fully

suflicient for me. This Bill not only
the appointment of a Minister, but
eafion of a new departmeut, which will
entail a considerable amount o‘_ expense
My oxperienes of the adminisiration of the
preseut Government does not lead e to
belicve that it will save the people anything.
I need ouly refer to some of the returns 1in
connection with the trips they have had
through the length and breadth of the State.
It is evident from the speeches of hon. mem-
bers to-night that a great amount of poverty
exists in Queenstand to-day, and it is abso-
lutely essential to restore confidence in the
community. To do that, the strlctest economy
should be practised; but I ask, in all serious-
ness, if this is the way to practise economy.
We are told that it is necessary to have
efﬁcibn(} and, apparently, there has pre-
viously not been efficiency in the depart-
ments, when we are told that it is necessary
to appoint a Minister to create the efficiency
which is so essential. 1 want to draw the
attention of hon. members to a paragraph
in the ¢ Telegraph” this evening, which
states—

“We have good reason for stating that
thirty or more temporary emploveps in
the Railway Department (works branch,
Homs 8 V' have received a week’s
notice of their services being dispensed
with).”

There are hon.
out that when I
being made to me to use my best endeavours,
as mayor of the v of Brisbane, 1o secure
work for s great number of unemplo; 80
3 to enable them to get a little Christmas
j(J_V.

I buve bes
¢+ from  the

members who can bear me
ations are

o to the
about the

n listening for some t
other  side

mane legiziation of this Government, and
the humane treatment taat is going to be

idovs and orphans of returned
know. as a mat‘for of f“l('t, that
v e deputation  of unemp loved waited
on thi Government asking for "»slstazlce they
wore given eigavs. Again, when the people
living 1n this Stste are azldng for assistance
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per condition,
; of the Goverr

to enable them ro live in a1
! arc met with the requies

¢
1

t that an additional Minister shounld be
nn"l ro enrry out the Iif the

3 riment ean carvy months
“lc the 1‘11 1steErs 20 , they
1y cun carry on rs they

1t the present t'mc Tho wne Secre-
v bas told us of the manner in which the
ials of the various departments carry
out their work, We have been told tomnight

no rubler stamps in connoction

that there ave

with the working of the department. It
iz very niea to hear thar, There ave othcr
members who think differently te that. and
who Liave got confidence our oﬁlcmh in
the way thes do their wo An hon, gen-

tloman on the other side pointed cut that it
Was neee v to appoint ancther Minister to
administer the Acts passed by this Parlia
ment.  Like myself, membeors opposite are
responsible to the people who clect them.
and ther should put this cuestion hofore the
people. TH(\V are not game to go to the
people to-day on this very gquestion.

u suggest

The Arroryey-GENERAL: Would vo
s guestion ?

that we go to the people on thi

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. member knows
that T believe in a reduction of members and

a redistribution of srats, and then go to
the country., T showed myr sincerity the other
night in voting in favour of that.

The SECRETARY FOR GRICULTURE: You

would not be here if it were carriced.

Mr. MAXWELL: I will take my chance

with any member of the House. If hon.
members oppesite are sincere in practising
ceonomy, they have aun opportunitv now.
Instead of increasing the nvlmbm of Ministers,
ther should c¢arry on vwith their present
number and try to get mn of the hopel
tangle they have got themselves into. T intend
to vete against the Bill.

TAYLOR: The hon. members who

spoken on this matter ba
in various dircctions.
aumber

e their views
To a great extent, a
10 have spoken on the Government
side hav x)oht*l{d the fact that it is only a

matter of £500 or £1.000. Personally, I am

very much surprised, indeed, to hear any
hon. member get up_and belittle any amount
which can he saved in an economical manner

without causing 1nofﬁcmnm t s out of little
savings and out of little thm;ra that the
big things in life grow. If the Ministry
are meﬁclent in looking after these lesser

econonnes as has been proved by the state
of the finances in Queensiand, 1 take it that
they are not competent to deal with the
larger financial matters.  With regard to
the prono%cd extra lumnter I would suggest
a way that the porifolios could be allotted.
In the first place, I would dispense with the
present Attorney-General ahd Minister for
Justice. 1 wounld make the present Minister
for Eduecation Attorney-General and Minis-
ter for Justice. We have had four Attorney-
Gernerals in two and a-half vea That is
pretty good going. It means turning out
one every six months. T wounld make the
present Attorney-General Minister for State
Tnterprices, and 1 w ow’d give him a few of
the departments from the Home Secretary’s

Departmf\nt which is Celtamlv an overloaded
department, We could alwo take something
from the Agricultural Department, as that
is another overloaded department. Some of
these services can be transferred in other

Aot Amendment Bill. 2469
divections. Witk regard to the position of

Minister for Railways, without refiecting on
the hon. gentleman who holds the position
at the present time, I conzider that the sooner
that we maie the Minister for Railways a
rubber stam') the better for Queensland.
( We do not want a Minister

for L If we take our railways
and muenner in which they have
been condw dmmg the ] few yea

-
we must come to the conclusion that there
has been too much political interference
and toc much political control in our raiiways,
1d that is one of the causes of the financial
trouble that the Ministry finds itself in to-day.
1f we had only a little better management,
we would not find ourselves in the position

that we find ourselves in to-day. We are
lold that the Ministers are overworked. Some
of them. no doubt. have a good deal to do,
but they have been able to carry on far
and to see rhe necessity for economy.
in the intevosts of cconemy. they shonld go
on dcing the work for a little while iongm'
until the State rights itself somewhat
arve any amount of people in Brisbanc to-day
who are practising economy. Unfortunatels
there is a lavge number of unemplored
existlng 1n Queensland to-day. These poople
Lave not got £1.000 a vear, nor yet £100
a vear for that matter. They have to practizs
the mosi rigid cconomy in order to live at all.

Mr. BRENNAN: Who gave ““ Billy ” Hughes
the £25,060

Mr. TAYLOR: You will never get
£28,000, nor even 25d. (Opposition laughter.)
That is about the limit you will ever receive.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Ar. TAYLOR: ¢ Billy” Hughes has

nething to do with thc matter T think it is
1errrouablo that the Premier, after asking us
for our assistance, should endeavour to have
an additional Minister appointed, especially
when we consider the condition of our
finereial vesonrees to-day.  This measure is
nol ut ali necessury, and I hope it will be
defeated. .

Mr. DASH {(Mundingburra): It seems to
me that the Opposition object to this measure
becsruse they want to see the legislation put
on the statute-book by the present Govern-
ment badly administered, because they do
not want to sec ancther Minister appointed to
carry out the work. They know that with
an additional Minister it will be properly
administered-—at any rate, much better than
it has been in the past. I would like to
draw the attention of the House to the
action of some of the people represented
by hon. members opposite. On looking
through the report of the Director of Labour
we see the Way, that economy is plﬂctheu
by the friends of the hon. members opposite.

1 cases for prosecution come before the
Minister before any action is taken. We
find, from the report, that there were 274
prosecutions last year for breaches of the
awards. Those were the successful prosecu-
tions. The department only failed in ten
prosecutions. The fines and costs against
employers amounted to £711 18s. 10d.

We find also in this report mention of a very
large amount of money v'hlch the employers
were ““doing 7 the employees out of.
And theu tliey have the audacity to get up
in this House and tell you that they have
sympathy_with the workers and the unem-
ploved. We find that in twelve months the
Iabour Department have recovered from the

Mr. Dash.]
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criployers a sum of £13,770 17s. 1d., and
that fact in itself should show to the workers
the necessity for closer supervision of the
different departments, even if the additional
Minister were only to look after the Tabour
Department. I know, as an official of a
large union in Queemland that we have
eollected some hundreds of pounds for
employees who did not go to the Labour
Department. We find, when it comes to
a question of sympathy, where sympathy
lies. We know that Ministers have not
the time to give to departments that wo
would like them to give. Speaking from a
knowledge, gained from my late obcupatlon
as secretary of a union, of what Ministers
have to do, T can say that we hfwe had occa-
sion to bring under the notice of Ministers
several cases where legislation passed by this
Governimont has not been carried out in the
manner in which Ministers desired it to be
carried out, and it was through our bringing
them under their notice, with officials of
other unions and members of Parliament,
that they were able to find out where the
weakness Jay. I do not want to take up the
time of the House unduly, but 1 want to
point out where economy would be made to
operate if they had control. We heard the
other night that the Opposition were going
to help the CGovernment to administer the
affairs of the State; they were going to show
us how to finance. One specaker told us how
he was spending 5s. 6d. to produce 1 ib. of
butter. for which he got 1s. 9d. I am quite
sure that if the Premier and Ministers spent
1s. 9d. they would get a return of 5s. 6d.,
instead of spending 5s. 6d. for a return of

Is. 9d. T do not think there iz any sound
argument  against  appointing  ancther

Minister to administer the affairs of this
State.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: It seems to me
that the discussion has very largely drifted
away from the question at issue. The ques-
tion at issuc at the present moment scems to
be not so much whether there is to be an
nddltlonal Minister or not. The question
arises, ‘‘Is this the way, when the Premier
of the State has appe caled to the members of
the Opposition, and probablv through them
to the public, and asked that economy should
be practised—is this the way in which
economy should be practised?”” If it is the
way, then all I can say is that it is a most
extraordinary way. I hold in my hand a
copy of the *° Queensiand Industrial Gazette,
which shows very largely, though not alto-
gether, that the position of the worker in
Queensland is absolutely bad in many dirce-
tions. IEvery man who has to do with the
business affairs of Queensland will know that
at the present moment onc is assailed by
people who are seeking work and cannot geot
it. Am I not right in sawng that again and
again we have been told from the front
Treakury benches that Ministers are the
friends of the widows and orphans and of
the needy? VYet here we have a movement
on the part. of the Government, not to econo-
mise 50 far as they themselves are concerned,
not to increase the number of portfolios bv
arranging for the work to be done in an
honoraxy capacity, but of 111creasiug the
expenditure on portfolios. Why? I believe
that, if the truths were known, it would be
found that there was some trouble in the
Cabinet, and that in order to get over it
s proposal was made,

The U{L\SLRFB You kvow very well that
we passed the Bill last year.

[Mr. Dash.
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Hox. W. H. BARNES:
Bill was passed here

I know that the
fast vear, and also
know that *‘ another place” felt that it
should go no further. I think the hon. mem-
ber for Albert made a statement which was
perfectly correct—that in a time of crisis the
Philp Ministry said, “We are prepared to
meet the people by cuttmg down our salaries,”

and they cut them down. And in a time of
crisis—and is not this a time of crisis?

My, Hartrey: It is not, but rou want to
make 1f one. If you want a crisis, we will
put it on to you.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Hcere is a threat
coming from the hon. and learned member
for Fitzroy. He says in large letters, “ We
will put it on.”’

Myr. RIORDAN:
that time?

Tox. W. II. BARNES: I do not knew;

but I know it was what the hon. member’s

What was Philp’s income at

will never be, because he has not got the
brains to get it.

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. FartLEY: And he has not got the
trickery either

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Hon. members

oppocite seem a 1ittlo bit excited. I was poing-
ing out that this is not a time for a move-
mient of this deseription; that any man who
had the best State at hears

t interests of the
would realise that it was a time fo economise.
If it is necessary to have another Minister,
let them pool their salaries—it is a very easy
thing to do that. We have been told, espe-
cially by the b rember for Rockhampton,
Mr. Forde—who I gone all the way from
Dan to Beersheba—of what the Government
have to do, and of the poor overworked
M1 ers, especially the Home Secretary.
There i3 no doubt that the Itome Secretary
had a champion in that hon. gentlemau. He
showed himself most anxious that his services
at least should be rotained to Queensland,
and I think the ome Secretary should thank
him for so successfully pleading his cause.
Just let me read from this “ Indastrial
Gazette ” of 10th November. We are told, in
connection with the Au<f1ahan Workers’
TUnion, that the pros P are “bad”; that
“there is a lar e nunmm of unemployed and
general inactivity.”

The TreasURER: Why gloat over 1t?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am not. T am
glad the Hon. the Minister has passed thas
interjection across the Chamber. I say no
man should gloat over it, and this House
should lead the way in trying to show te
those outside that we are absolutely the
friends of the workers—the real and not
merely the prefessed friends of the workers.

I notice it says here, in connec-

[10 p.m.] tion with the painters, ¢ Retrench-

ment in Publie Works Depart-

ment.””  This is an official organ of the Go-
vernment ! I want to ask to-night, what are
the workers of the State going to think when
they find that the Government—presumably
the workers  Government—through  the
Attorner-General, have come along and sug-
gosted that there should be another paid
Minister? I think the sworkers will sax,
“Save us from our presumed f'fiond: 7
Then we are told it is only geing to be a
matter of £F Ts it? What ahout all tha
oxtra perguis

The PREMIER:

3

&

tos?

What arc they?
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Hox. W.
some of those
thrown into the

I am going on
hts  that have becn
recently.

The PreyMizr: What perquisites did you
draw ?
H. BARNES: Let the hon.

e them, and he will find they
. I have copies of them, so 1t
(Laughter.)

The PREMIER :
two departments.

is d“ rig h,

You drew perquisities from

Hov., W. . BARNES: Let the hon.
gentleman table them, if will, I chal-
leiige him to table tk

The Previgr: Very well, I will table
thewm,

IIox. W. H. BARNES: I shall be very
glad if the hon. entlcmaﬂ will de 0. Idere
we are face to face witl: the Premier, whoy,
during the last week or =0, I said, © Hel

7 and now comes along and says that help

<t come 1n the direction of finding anorher
ve are so overworked; ﬁnd us
cr to enable ug to carry en the
arduous dutics of this great State.” The
country, I think, will be the best judge of
the situation.

OrpositioNn MEeMBERS : Hear,

JEBBINGTON: I
this before it goes through, for
11 reasons, At this time, when taxation
is at its hig rhe:u point, and when bLefween
Fedoval au(‘ State  Governments we are
having tsken from us in connection with all
tn wation something like 10s, 6d. in the £1, I
b is nbout time we made some reduc-
ore we go any fuvther, I want to
: : ¢ this House—if
read of in the pay
ing mat (,rnmng-l act with any mem-
of fhln House of the Name name. For
rance, I rcad the other day about a
itloman being sentenced to a long term
of imprisonment. His name was < F.
Jorde.” 1 had no inteution of connecting
him with the hon. wember for Rockhanipton,

The SPEAKER: Orvder!
Mr. BEBBINGTON: I say I

intention whatever of doing so.
The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I want to object to
the practice that hon. members on ’rh/‘t side
have got into of trring in some way or other
to throw a slur upon members on this side
of the House,

The SPEAKER: Order!
3r. DEBBINGTON: We talk about Minis-

being overworked. We have only to go
a few years to {ind that Ministors had
to deal with the Post Office, the Customs,
defence, and other matters, and thev did not
complain about being overworked. I see no
reazon whatever, cspecially after cutting off
the Savings Bank and some other thing-, for
going to the expense of another Minister, If
we were to appoint a Minister of labour
and production with some idea of gotting

the Stmo out of the bog it is in. with some
idea of increasing 1>1odun*1on and balanecing
our Income w1th our expenditure, I would
say it was a good thing, I have an idea
that these things should be pushed, and that
it would take a Minister all his time—and
his time would be fully occupied—to deal

hear!

would like to

sociat

Order !

had no
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with extra production, both in the prlmary
and sccondary 1ndu~tno=, and it wou d be
a very good thing for a 2finister to do. TIf
he increased the production and balauced

our expenditure with our income, I would
say the moner had been well ~(,en* But

what do we find? There is no improverent
in the Home Depavtment. Thiugs have been
promised for year and years, but they are in
the same position to-day You have not to
go beyond Brisbane to see men allowed to
build on unhealthy swamps and other places
where no man should be pw*nlttea to live.
X(m see sold for residencos allotments whose
should be prohibited. They build on
little, tiny pieces of land, with one \nnqow
jammed up against the other and there is
no p*aco for recreation er d'“tbl”l" else for
the children. If I had anything to do with
it-—-when a certain number of allotments are
cut up for sale——

The HOME SECRETARY :
c¢f Brishane about that.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: You want to take
the bulk of their powers awajy from them,

The SPEAKER: Order! Ordor I must
azls the hon. member to confine his remarks
to the motion.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The Minister’s time
would bu well ceccupied in doing these things.
Instead of that, what do we find? The
land grabbers are allowed to grab everything
they can. They are allowed to cut their
allotments up, Jam one window of a cottage

anle

Talk to the Mayor

up against another, with no ‘"euoa,tlon
grounds or anything eclse. If T were in a
p\)sl.lon like that and there was land cub

up for settlement, I would compel them to
Icave an allotment here and there so that
there would be reercation grounds for the
litt¥a children who now have to play in the
treets, pud very often get run over. We
nover heard the Home Secrctary say a word
about that. Surely, those things would not
overburden him? Tho Government have the
power to do it. and they never raise their
voice in these things.

The IHOME SECRETARY :
bane 1s responsible,

The Mayor of Bris-

Mr. BEBBINGTON: If some of these
‘rhmgs were given attention I would savw,

‘ Let us have another Minister by all means. ”

We have other departments that have been
put under the Government. Take the State
Produce Agency. How many times have the
members of the Government condemned pro-
duce agents and these in this House who
have been getting 5 per cent. for their sales?
How often have they called them profiteers?

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!
Mr. BEBBINGTON: These are some of

the things the new Minister, if he is
appointed, certainly will have te sce to.

The TREASURER: Now, be honest.
Mr. BEBBINGTON: T am honest. Is it
honest for the State Produce Agency to

charge 20 per cent. to the farmers for selling ?

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!
The TrREASURER: You know we return all

our profits to our clients.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. BEBBINGTON : If a new Minister is
to be appointed, let him see to these matters,

instead of taking 20 per cent. out of these
things.

Mr. Bebbington.]



The hon.
with

\)l’(x{‘x !
n dealing

I would vote for a
y on goadi ion that he would
If the Minister will
take 10 per cent. and devote the
farmers-——

agrie o
othcw 10 per cunt to the
WER: Crder! The hon. mem-
in order iu dealing with those
matters. He must obey my call to order.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Well, if I am not in
order 1 will sit down. (Sits.)

A CoverNsENT &IEumper: Oh, don’t bo
silly.

Mr. BEBBINGTON (rising and continuing
amid laupghter): I think I am in order in
giving the grounds upon which I would vote
for an additional Minister. I will vote for
an extra \11111 ter only on the ground that
he will take off 10 per cent. of that
commission.

The TREASURER : We agrec to that.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: You agree to that?

The TReASURER: Yes, straight away

Mr. BEBBINGTON: If the Minister
weuld give more time to that work—and
if, when we came to election time, he would
stop his presiding officers from disturbing

farmers in their sleep—he would be domg
some good.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Where

has that taken

Mr. BEBBINGTON:
and pla cL, if nccessary.
The Hoxy SECRETARY: Yas

Glesicee

Mr. BEBBINGTON: No, it was not. We
.hd.‘sL had persons living in Brisbane going
into clectorates and ad\l sing where polling-
places shouid he appointed. Did not the
Hon. J. 8. Collings, a member of the other
Chamber, ask for a polling-place to be
appointed at Geham? What right had he to
go from Brishane and make such a request?

The SPEAKER: Ovder! The hon. mem-
ber must confine his remarks to the motion
before the House.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Those are things
with regard to which the Minister should
make inguiries.

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. BEBBINGTON: If the Minister will
give his time to such matters, he will do
some good. I hope that if the Government
carry this Bill by their majority, and a new
Minister is appointed, he will give his atten-
tion to the matters I have mentioned.

Mr. GREEN: I cannot allow the second

reading of this Bill to pass without entering
my emphatic protest against it. The reasons

place?

I can give the name

that at

given by the Minister for introducing the
Bill were that the administrative duties of

Ministers had greatly increased, and that
arefui administration was mnever mors
pecessary than it is at the present time.
I hold that the appointment of a new
Minister s absolutely unnecesszry. You can-
not make ine believe that the gentlemen who
at present occupy the front Treasury bench
are not cavable of carrying out the adminis-
trative duties in the manner in which they
should be carried out. Anyone list

[Mr. Bebbington.
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the Minister or the Lon. member for Rock-
hampton would think that Ministers arve get-
ting grey and are on the verge of collapse,
but if you look at them as they sit com-
fortably on the Treasury bench you cannot
imagine that they are in that condition. I
am quite sure, at any rate, that if thosa
eight gentlemen who hold portfolios are nct
vpabk of administering the whole of the
5, we can find members on the Oppoiil-
txo.) side of the House who can do the work,
and do it to the satisfaction of the people of
the State.
The TREASURER: You have not got enough
in your party to form a Ministry.

Mr. GREEN: Not only is the appointment
of a_new Minister unnecessary, but 1 say it
is also unwarranted, especially in view of
the pressnt condition of the State finances—
the cendition of the finances as placed before
as by the Premier on the first day of the
session, when he said they were in such a
state that he must ask the Opposition to
assist the Gov ernment in practising economy.
The Opoobmon realise that the finances of
the State are in a most -critical position.
Ono has only to go through the Auditor-
(General’s lepmt to sce that plainly indicated,
and the Opposition are prepared to unite
with the Government to safeguard the
finances at the present junctme and safe-
guard them in the future. If the Ministry
vealiss the present position of the public
finances, what must the public outside and
the public scrvants, who are fearing that
there may be retrenchment, think of them
when they find the Government introducing

such  a measure as that now before the
House? Must they not regard their action
as  hypoceritical? I trust the statements
(Lpnoannv in the Press with regard to

retrenchment arve not correct. In a great
Srate like Quesnsland, with its fine pos
bilitics, it should not be necessary to res
to rerrenchment. The employees of the State
are quite willing, ready, and able to do a
fair day’s work, and if the affairs of th
State are administered in a proper manner
thers should ke ample work for cne and ail
The condition of the finances of the Stat:
show that this proposal is unwarranted.
During the last year the Government spent
£4,797,864 from Loan Fund, and, besides,
they spent £3,000,000 or £47000,000 more
than previously. In the year 1908 the
Government spent on account of unemploy-
ment the sum of £9,152, and in 1920 that
expenditure amounted to £78,889, notwith-
standing the fact that the Government spent
nearly £5.,000,600 from Loan Fund, and
about £4,000,000 in excess of their revenue,

The TREASURER: Do you know why that

as? Because private employers refuse
to put on returned soldiers, and the (xoxeln.
ment bad to find woirk for them.

Mr. GREEN: The population of Queens-
land has not increased to warrant such a
state of afairs, and I say that a priv
employer who mm:ed to put on returned
soldiers previeusly in his omplov is not fit
to live in Queensland, and should be put out
of the place. T would make the same remark
with regard to the Govermment of Queens-
land if thev do met tzke back their returned
soldier emplovecs.

he TREASURER: We took
and about 2,000 besides.

Mr. GREEN: I am glad to hear that. Th
principle T have followed in this matter i
to put all returned soldiers back, and i

our own back

IJ‘AQ
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every case have given them better positions.
In tho third place, T contend that the appoint-
ment of an additional Minister is unjustifi-
able All t!)(‘ arguments we have heard on
the other side have not justified this appomt‘
ment in any vespect whatever., We are told

that a Bill providing for the (mnomtment of
a new B er was passad by the Asscanbly
before Pa ment was dissolved, but if that
was g0 it was kept quiet during the

very

electios<. I venture to say that no Minister,
or anv of their %unpoltel 3, mentioned it on
any platform.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC
No, but your side did.

Mr. GREEN: We opposed it right out.
Our proposals w ere to dev relop North Queens-
Jand in a way that has not been done by
any Administration up to the present time.

The SPEAKER : Order! Order!

Mr. GREEN: It is unjustifiable, because
the Government did not get a mandate from
the people of the State to pass this Bill.

INSTR

RUCTION ¢

In fact, the people carried a vote of want
of confidence againgt them.
The 'I'roasUBER: We got a bigger vote

than your party did.
Ay, GREEN:

The division ligt will prove
wha he true

Opposition is, and that

Oppol n has a majority of the people
behind them. In view of the possible
retrenchment in the public service, I hold

that this appointment is not jubtlﬁed

Mr. Hartoey : What authority have you to
state that there is going to be retrenchment?

My, (xHEf‘f\T: I hope that
will not he necessary,

The SPEAXER:

Mr. GREEN: We are told that a new
Minister is necessary to administer affairs
in connection with our harbours and rivers.
If that is so, then it is time that the Govern-
ment handed over the administration of the
harbours and rivers to the local authorities,
or harbour boards, even though constituted
as they are at the present time. because they
are formed of men who have shown business
capacity in carrying out the work. Very
vague statements have been made in this
House in regard to harbours and rivers; and
one hon. member, representing a Northern
constituency, said that Townsville had
received  about £2,000,000. The Auditor-
General’s report shows that Townsville has

retrenchment

Order! Order!

had £308.492; Rockhampton has had
£345890; Cairns, £170,221; and Brisbane,
£634,064.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That is not the

only expense on the Townsville harbour.

Mr. GREEN: That is what they owe at
the present time. I say the Townsville
Harbour Board has made such a success of
the business that they are able to build their
rew inner and oversea v'hmvm out of revenue
arnd out of the profits made in carrving out
the work.

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. CRE I am replying to the charge
h has boi‘n made in connection with
cur boards, and I am trying to prove
‘r‘“xt an &udxtlonal Minister is not necessary
if the various departments are administered
in a proper manner. We find that the
arrears in Rockhampton amount to £22.198,
and in Townsville to £2,386. Under these
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circamztancss, and fceling that this new
appomtment 1s unnecessary, unwarranted,

and unjustifiable, T must enter my CIIII)huLXL

p}“o"\t at the additional expense being
meurred at the present time.
Juestion—That the Bill be now read a

second time——put; and the House divided : —
Aves, 35.
Mr. Barber RIS
,,  Brinnan
5 Buleock

s Iun conihe

.. Collins . MeCerniack
5 Conroy " _zlm]‘m

s, Cooper, F. AL - z ‘uyne

» Cooprr, W. ;. Pesse

5 Coyne ., Pollock

,» Dash ,, HRiordan

,» Ferricks ,» Ryan

., Fihelly ., Nmith

5, Foley ., Stopford

,» Forde ., Theodore

., Gilday . Weir

5 Gillies ,» Wellington
. Gledson . Wileon

., Hartley ., Winstanley

»» Huxham
Tellers: Mr. Bulcock and Mr. Dash,

Noes, 29.

Mr, Appel Mr.

,» Barnes, W. H.

,» Bebbington

;s Brand

5 Cattermull

'y Mae(“l Cgor
. Maxwell

., Clayton ,» Moore
5 Oorser ,, Nott
., Costello ,, TPetrie
1y Dwron

,» Roberts, 7. H. ¢
,, Roberts, T. 1.

., Swayne

., Taylor

. Yowles

., Warren

‘eflers: Mr. Clayton and Mr.

Resolved in the affirmative.

Warren.

COMMITTEE.
(3r. Smith, Mackey, in the chair.)

The three clauses of the Bill were put and
passed without discussion or amendment.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN
reported the Bill without amendment.

The third reading was made an Order of
the Day for to-morrow.

ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMIER: I move—That the House
do now adjourn. The business to-morrow
will be the initiation in Committee of the
Aerial Navigation Bill and the Local Autho-
rities Blll. to bé followed by the debate on
the Loan Bill.

Hox. »V H. BARNES: I wish to ask the
remier if he has any fresh information he
can impart in connection with loan moneys.
The other night, when a question was put,
the statement was made that there might
pmbably be something further about getting

loan money from America.
The PREMIER: In answer to the hon.

member, the negotiations have not proceeded
to that stage at which a public announce-
ment can be made

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at twenty-five minutes
to 11 o’clock p.m.





