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208 Questions. [-~SSEMBL Y.] 

LEGISLA'I'IVB ASSElYIBLY. 

\\'ED;>;ESD.I¥, 24 :\OYU!BER, 1920. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \Y. Bertram, Jiaree) 
took the chair at half·past 3 o'clock p.m. 

PAPER. 
T!1e follo'<Ying paper, laid on the table, was 

ordered tu be printed :-
Repo1·t on the Govcnunent Central Sugar 

Mills. 

The follolvino- fJ:J.l1Dr \Yas laid on the 
table:- b 

H:2turn giving infor1nation asked for in 
a que -..tioll by the holJ. 1ncmbcr for 
l\Iurilla, on the 17th instant, in refer~ 
OlJCC to the work re<...·Jnunended bv tho 
l)ublic \Yorks Cmnm,ission. " 

QU ESTIO:\S. 
ST \Ti:.: PnoD-ccc ~-\GE:\CY REPH'-SEXTATI\'E I:\ 

BCHRG}I ELECTOIUTE. 

?\Ir. BRA:\D ( 7!urnon) the Minister 
In Char~,c nf StdtC 

"1. \Yas l\lr. E. R. Linsl'y recently 
c1nployuJ by tho State Produce Agency 
in the elcctoratp of Burrum? 

"2. To (b) traYelling 
CX)JC'L did :\Ir. entitled 
v.-hile in the 13un·unl electorate? 

of 

on 
the 
l]w 

T}~r~ TH11:_.:\SL~Kr.R. {T-Ion. J. A. Fihelly, 
Tct'ldin}fon) replied-

hut a l\f r. Linse·.- '-Yas C'ng 
to nnd rnuk-.:)v a 1·cport 
rcQ'ard to C'0rtain Sintc cntcq-n·i· 
in(·lnding th0 State P:·oducc ~-\gclV'}-. 

•· 2. V\-hilst 011 this work he 
\Y~J;;; prLid-(a) £53 6s. 8d.; and 
I I,) ha Yelling r pens ·s, £23 2e. 6d. 

"3. :\o." 

Il;EER:\IA~ IHRIGATTOX \\'ELLS. 

8\~ \Y:\~_{~ (Jf::·rnli: us1:ed t:!o SccrE:~-
1· Lt:.- P11hlic ... York.:.:-

" 1. IIo11· rr1anv 1ve1ls ha ye been sunk 
up date' 1u coinJedio!l with the InkPr~ 
l1WI1 

,, 2. 
h ~~ \'(' 
supply of 1vairT for irrign1 

'~ 3. If f111Y hnYP hcPn 
ing. '"ill their cost be a 
tlH' -·1wrne as a 1vholc·: 
,.-ill th" :n.uc be 

'; 4. I-Inxo an~- w<::l1.s been fil1ct1 i!1 ?n 

The SECRETARY FOH ITBLIC WORKS 
([{or:.. ,]. ~~. Filt01!::) replied-

,, l. One hnndrrd a11d sixtecn1 well::; 
hCJYC' lH?en O}K·ne:l np to \vator; s1xty of 
the~c nre com,plet0d. 

" 2. Se\' en wells h,, ,.e been found 
U!1fl b1e to "upply the quantity dcrnandcd. 
Offers luwo bc0n received from some of 
the i'dtlers, on '·'hose portions these wells 
are situated, for the purchase of the 
wells. 

'' 3. This IS a matter which will be 
considered '\vhen tlL contpleted works 
arc being handed over to the board. 

'' 4. Yt"-, four." 

BqOKLE.rS F~BLIEHED BY GoYERN~IENT. 

1\lr. CURSEE (JJurnctt) asked the Prornier-
" L v'}ill he lay upon th" table of the 

HoL:_;t; t' cop:? of the booklet called 
' 2\fu:~ •um ~\lcn1oirs.' shown in the return, 
r.-,b1eJ. on 20th I\~~Y(.'lnbcr, to baYC c- et tho 
State £328: n lso a cop5· of the booklet 
the · ' shown iu the s.arne 1·c~urn 
to b ;_y(• £150; and ol the • rrerse 
lnforn1 (hn) cditionsL sho,vn to 
have cost £309? 

'" 2. To .,,~horn were the C·')pir3 of the 
report of the Cornrnissioncr of Tr.ade 
rncntioned in the return distributed?" 

The L)EEA~IER. {Hon. E. G-. Theodoro, 
CJ,if!ar;oe) rcplic,d-

0 

" 1. Y CJ; I lay eo pie' on the table. 
"2. Tlw 

to the 
Theodorc 

S.\Llm or ST.\TE C.\TTLL~. 

l\lr. ' ini tt r in Cll~ugc 

"1. \Yhat is the t-)tnl llUlnbcr of c,:ttlo 
O\Vllf_;J ln thC' SL~te :;tations pa1·trnont 
at <.~ ~ t ) ? ~ 

'' 2. IIow 

the 

your 

,r1ld bv the 
oL~tside 

(c) to 
Dcpnrtmen:. (d) 

at :\P>.Yn1arkct and 
ol'k:-;; <Llld >.Yhat 

rt~ct:iYcd 
the 

The THE:-\S1TREH replied
" 1. 173,657. 

(r'; 16.829. (d' nil, 
406 to Cairns 

: 199 snndrv at 
Ya!uc. ici '£10 

£11 per 

from State 
through tha 

l;;~nc'. nuring the 
la et? 

"'\Y:w.t V>' ~-:-(I!\ i-11C 

Stnt" 

Tlw T_REASL'I-U~H repliC'(1·
" 1. l\il. 
"2. Sec an~1orer to ::\o. 1.') 

(b) thG 
sold 

PrRcn:\S-:-};G- FovvER oF So\'EP.ETG~~ IN 
QCEE~~SL \XlJ. 

(Ro('~ltaNtJdrJ:i) n k~ 1 tho 

"Hns his nttc,ntion lJPC·n Unn\T to the 
tclngTauhed :-tatemcnt. fron1 :3Ielbourne, 
app(;nrlng in to-day's i''~Llc of iho 'Daily 
Standard,' ·~ho1Ying that the Federal 
Ba:3jc \Yage Comrni:~j·on's reconunenda
tion indicJ.V-.;;; that the purchasing po\ver 
o£ the soYereign is greater in Quoonsland 
than in any other State?" 
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The PREMIER replied-
" Yes. Although I h~Ye not as yet 

seen a copy of the report of the Federal 
Ro0 a! Commission, I undetstand that the 
follovving basic ·wagt.'.:i haYe been re.corn
mended-:Uelbourne. £5 16s. 6d. ; 
Svdney. £5 17· ; Brisbane, £5 6s. 2d.; 
::\ P\\Tac.tlo, £5 15s. 6d. ; Adelaide, 
£5 16'. ld.; Perth, £5 13s. llrl.; Hobart, 
£5 16s. lld. So far as Brisbane is con
cern ·d, the above figures agree with 
the'" published in Knihbs's for the 
quarter ending· September, 1920, which 
shmv that the purchasing power of the 
sovorC>i gn is gren tcr in B-risba no than in 
nny other capital city." 

Fnurr FLY Lr:nF.. 
Mr. \VARREN Piurrumba) a.clc,-d the 

·Secretary for Agriculture and Stock-
" L Is he aware that the fruit Av has 

\Yrought very cr_)nsid0rablr havoc a·mong 
tho orchar/1s of Queensland during thG 
past yt:ar? 

"2. \7\.,.hat str;ps are being taken by hiq 
dPpa.rtrnent. to provide n satisfaC.~Jry 
fruit- fly lure di;:;triets. or h_) 

~::o7\;~dc other of eradicating the 

'l'h" RECRLTARY FOH A(1R1C'CLTURE 
:Hon. \Y. X. Gillit'S) J:.'ac/;r,-,n) rcpEcd-

" 1. 1:c~ 

'; 2. Since mJ n,nS'"Cr to the· qnrstion 
of th•• hon. memb•r for Lockv< r on 2nd 
Ortolwr, 1919, [In orf('r hr:·~ hc·:-,n rcccivcJ 
from :\[ r. Ha ncv to ~ell hie lure for a 
}Trice. This off0r ''"F c; cntrTtn inf'd b-v the 
GoYPrnnlent for consid0l'Htion, snbi~:,.-.t to 
conlprC'hcn,'<iYe trials of it~ cfllc:te:v· under 
the Sl'[knisiou of offiren of the ·Dcnart
nH:nt of _.A.grit:ulturo a.nd Stock. '1\hPse 
iriaJs ar0 b6ing carrird hnt th0 fin J 
decision ha;, not be-en " 

FODDER FOR ST\RVIXG STOCK. 

1\Ir. COR.SBE, in tho i' h:_:enre of Mr. 
"\Yolkcr. askc,l tho Secrt~tar,v for Agriculture 
and Stoek-

fot' &tarvinrr 
Go,,~crnmcnt 
,June last?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
replied-

"Th0 
through th< 
the qnantitv 
3('~· 11 Jnno 1a 't w•s 101~ tons." 

(Toomln:l) 

'Ya~ 

end 

the 

of the Gn\~crn
Book cha.Jinr-:

during· tho prr:,t 

If so. \~hen will th0 book be nxail-

"3. \Yhc'l was the last Dine Dock 
issuerl ?:' 

The rREM:IER replied-
" L X o. it is not considered advisable 

until the Public ScrvicP Act has boon 
an10ndod. 

" 2. See answer to ="' o. 1. 
" 3. August, 1917." 

1920-P 

A)IO"CNT P .. HD TO G UXNER TAYLOUR. 

Tl1f KERR (l'Jnooocra) asked the Premier-
" ·what was the total amount paid by 

the GoYernmont to Gunner Taylour (or 
to enteqwiscs of whi eh Gunner Taylour 
\Vas the rnanagcr) during the two years 
ended 30th June last?" 

The PREl\HER replied
" £80" 

PBL\IATI.Y Pr,ont-cTs ,\::o PRIC> F'IX11'\G 

Co:r·r1SSIONER. 

Mr. LOGAX (Lady! 
Scr:retar,v-

" 1. \YLat prirnary prod.Ect,, have been 
df'alt with by the Prin0 Fi \ ing Comn11s
siouer to da.tt--·? 

•· 2. \\'hich 
ha~ tLc• 
priC< c, ( /1) 

products 
fncr._ascd 

T}H-' Pl~.E~llEit IT'Jlit_.d-
'· 1 and 2. As conside!'ahlo inqui1·y 

n;n,t be rnado. I th.t" the hem. 
rn< rnhcc give notif'C' q!L.-stion for 
Tue"dav next." 

WHEAT POOL BILL. 
Tmrw RK\DIKG. 

The SECRKl'Li.H.Y li'Oll AGRW'CLTURE 
(Hon. \Y. X. Gillice, 1-.'aclw.m): I beg to move 
-·That the Dill be llO\\ read "" third t.in1e. 

r,Ir. VO\YLES (Du/IJy): Before this Dill 
}"" read n. third tin1c I \lOlild like to brjng 
under :,our uotic<', l\.Ir. Speaker, reasons 
\·.hich. to n1y rnind, ·,rp good rcasoltS 1vhy it 
should not lcnxo this House in its present 
form. Clan ~ 27 of the Bill as HOW printed 
is quite differe-nt from cbusc 27 of the Bill 
as it wao last before you. The title of the 
Dill WD~I-

''A Bill to confer po,,~ors on a State 
wheat board with respec~ to the wheat 
harvest of lbe S<'i1S01l 1920-1821, and for 
other purposes." 

11hcrc has been an atten1nt. ]ll a most 
rernark::tblc way, to rny n1ind: to bring about 
an an1cndmcnt of existing legislation, that 
ic, the Indnstrial Arbitration Act, by a new 
proY:i ion in this BilL u.dded in Cvrr11nittco. 
or course, I know that do not kno\V 
~-dtr:J tnk0s p.i;J('O in L•u:- I wou1d 
like lo tell hat "\ certain 

of 1-I ousc propos0d 
of the Bill 

Ths.t i':"JS not the 

It '• as foreign 

l\~r. That is thn ~an1c as 
rnat'cr .r·opc of the BilL An 
a;ncndrncnt luter 1vas proposed by tho 
1lini.sicr in chur~c of the Bill in whieh, bY 
a subtt>rfngc, he i~ bringing nbout an an1rnd~ 
mcnt of the cxisHng law iYhich 1·n1s ncYcr" 
foreshadowed and for n·hich no leave was 
on•r gi,·cn. I take it that the po-,yers now 
asked for in rcfcroncn to tho Inclm;trial 
Arbitration Act necessitate expenditure of 
1noncy in some direction or other, and as 
such exceed the leave which was given by 

Mr. V owles.] 
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the IYhrn he conf,cnted 
tJ,i, BilL 

Order ! I should like to 
nnn if he snggests that 

the right to rc\Tie;,v a ruling 
of Cornn1ittecs? 

: l submit you haYc, Sir. 
has gone frorn VOU iEto f'1ornrr1ittec 

: nd ~; ,~ COJ:lC' Lack to Yon' in a Jiffl~rent forme 
81l[ipc,,;!])-~ ;;:om('thing "absolutely ab.:,urd \Yas 

r~ut iu in Co1nn1,ittet\ do you 1!1Crtll to 'ay 
you ;'ould not alter it') 

rCh0 2·PE_\E.:En : Can the hon. gentleman 
gi\'t? Hll'~ any authority? 

rrr. YOWLES. Onlv the authority of 
cornmon sen~e. (Go\'crlltnent laughter.) 

'J'hn -FRE:,nr:H: The a111endrue11ts \rt•rc taken 
into ccL>:iUcration in the House. 

Mr. Y()'.YLES: Thev were reported, it is 
true, and th0 l-Iouse took then1 iuto con~ 
Eidc-ration. This cpwstion could have been 
re is0d then, but I can raise it on the third 
y, ,;Jing of the Bill just as well "' I could 
have done at the report stage. I would 
like to point out that the amendment which 
has been put into this Bill gives power to 
dco.l, not onl:v with the harvesting of this 
wl't'al crop, but for the Industrial l\ rbitra
tio:·l Cn,~ri: to make an a\Vi.ll'd which w11l 
('t)" ~·:· t'l1e tilling of any Qoil at [dl. 

'Ihc SECRETARY FOR AGRICl:LTURE: It gives 
T)()-\ er to 1nake [1 regulation. 

1Ir. VO\VLES: Yes, to mak·c a regulation 
which will bring into effect an award '<\-hich 
will afi'c)ct not only the ground that lnts b0r~n 
ploug·hed for the purpose of pattin,, in the 
v lwut. nr the ,,-heat haryested during 1921. 
but ~hall rrpply to 11crsons employed in v.crk 
~nch ; .;;; ~ ~ usually CRrri0d ·n'< -in Ln·ming 
opt'r<ttions in re'•l'lcet of whPat. su:Jjr::"t to thig 
\et. TbnJ rrfcrs to per::ons eng~~f!::_'d in the 

t1l1lng- of tlv~ f'oiL \Vhcthrr it be fop "heAt, 
maize, nr anythi11g else. It o-oes right aYray 
from wheat. That Junks back to the fact 
+hai the Chairman of Committees alreodv 
lwtl ciec:idcd tlwt the Opposition ·.,·mdd n,;t 
n1o ... ~,) Hn flD1Pnilment. 1.Y~lich \Yould bring n1aize 
v. ;tl,;n ihe scope of the Dill. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PrBLIC LAXDS: Dot,,, not. 
thr: <l.mendmc-•nt. also pro,·ide that the court 
rnr;r:ot. dc1l "Titb it unlr"::.s the n1attrr is 
re fer red to it by the Minister 9 

M". YOWLES: The1·e is a proviso that 
the ~Iini't"r ean do that or hG can withhold 
it altc,·ether if he wants to. Judging by the 
t( m per Df ~nme hon. gentlemen, it is not 
lik0lT· the l\Iinister is going to have murh 
onpnrtunif7 of refusing to bring this cla~s 
of ''i'or1r ,,-;thin the onrrations or the an1bit 
of +'w Indu trial Arbitration Court. 

Tlw RE<eRETARY FoR AGRICFLTl:RE: Tho 
rv,\Vf'r w}JJ not he U~ed 0XCE'l1t in the intcrcsto; 
(>£ indn-trial peace. 

Mr. YOWLBS: \Ye do not w11nt to debate 
i,hat at",nert of tho n1attpr agJin; w0 dealt 
wit,h it Jast night. Tf the Chairnutn of Com
mi-'-tre~ ll, in order in ,.aying he could not 
acr.--pt cn1 am0ndrncnt to ('OYer another c1asR 
of prodnr0, how could ho consent to t.ho 
introduction of a clause n1aking proYision for 
t~ n. .JH :;rd to be g-iYen l·('·="pccbng all classes 
of "c·k where the tilling of the pail is 
llf:('( :;::aTv? The Chairn1an of Con1n1ittees 
sf>id 'hat as the Bill dealt solelv with the 
n;"Jkcting of the wheat harYostcd. he con
sid0rcd the amendment was not relevant to 

rMr. Vowles. 

the '{et hero: 
the work-

The SPE \I,::ER: 
I!li'HllH~l' tO 

La \'C' th0 
C'llalrtnan 

:::_\[r. ·vci\\'LES : \Yell. I CH 11110t. quote any 
a nthoritic~ to that cfft•rt. Sup pc .ing- son1e--
thi ab:-3olutclv absurd on the face of it 
got a Eifl. do you n1ean tn vou 
~/ onJd not ha Ye authOritY to Jcnl "it? 
l\1u~t lt g·o on to our 'st.itute-h.ook in an 
in·e,e;uL-:.r ·way \Yhen we pointed it out to 
, on; Carr ;.·ou not rcctif~I it? \Yhat takes 
place in Co~mittee has nothing to do "·ith 
your dut>:. The Bill goes aVlit:'-' in a crrtain 
form. nnd cmnc·, back in another forn1. 

Mr. POLLOCK (Orr(!ory): I rice to a point 
of order. r am going to ask your rnling 
a., io whether the hon. nwmber is in order 
in disrn~sing this o,ue~tion. and I (iUOte as 
m:v authoritl- Standing Ordm· ~o. 116, which 
~'tates t1Htt w1wn any objection is taken to a 
ruling or decision of the Chairman of Com
n1lttces ,urh obl0ct1on n1ust be tak~~n at once 
nnd be statPd .in \\Titjng. I maintain that 
that cours<' has not been e,dopted, and that 
thQ hon. n1C1nber is out of orrl.cr. 

The SPE_\I(ER: The point rai.;;('d bv t.hl 
h1Jn. n~~ -:nbPr for GrPgor~· i:; !'Ound. I a1n 
int('rcstpd in the point raised the le-·1dcr-
of thP Opposition: but 1t ~C" t0 1ne that 
there is 110 n ppP~ l for -0itlwr th~: Chairn1an 
o~ fio1~.·1•itt~cs or tlw Df'putv Chn.irrnan to 
+-he Rn0nker. If rh' hon. R'Cni1eman Trill Jook 
1!1) "~f.;:,~·.~' at ;up.'l' 409, h-, will ob-.,erY(' t·hE: 
foll'.J\'.-ing- :-· 

"On~ r in (,,,hntr 1n a C'onnuie"'c :s 
'fGl"C<'d 1-rv t~H~ 

f ~,r 
f1 nd frc n 

1':1;-ld{' tlH• ~·lr ·n1:-cr. 1·oo· 
;l nn,~-, J ~P the· rlp··i--·1nn of tlJ" 
C'1?r-!:·m;•p e-r H Te :1n0r•n Ch~ir1ran 1--H• 
n1 d0 to 1·J1e Chair.rnan ·of \Yav'3 and 
.:\Irans on ( ·~ re.;;nming th, .. chair.'' 

Th·tt }<; d:J1_nite :utr1 ~\.rrain, on 
p g-c ..:.2:. \\·c fi~Jcl the 

'' Fo\ir;v,·ii·.~ t l;0 ·1r;n("ip~e v:11irh goY"rPs 
nroc0dure in 0<:> 1 '•tn~ttc•('~ o(' 'Xhok 
fiou·-r, no annf'.1l can br to thn 

t""'":li·.~i1-!r.r the (le ~isio:F; a':.d 
of :1 Ch.~irtnRn of a st~1nding 

I ran as~ist th(' ho-r,. 
Ftc:rnbE'!_' in ~1e de.::.1r ·s n '"\V. It 
J." the ~>1eak r to rz•Yielv 
fl-p _.;:.:i(llF o2 the lhain11a.n of Co:11mittc"''? 
o:;_· D·:-puty Chairn1a 11. 

1fr. G. P. IL\T{~ES {lY(n·wir:k): Apart 
Dltngrther fro'Jl thP r:o:nt rni.:;;Pd bv rhe 
lPnc~er of thP Or.no.c:iti'"ll, r-!'"arGing w~irh I 
think I-fou:::e- cAnnot gi,·e-
rhc it ~l1onld be able 
to l:!iYP- to a !nati L nf n. h n1oment as 
dnt----

S.:nTH: ""S:-~·.lU had an onportunitV" v:he;x 
Jll :1' .1 ,,lU nc':cr took it. 

11r. G. P. BAH~\"'"ES: That ma:v be ur!fnr
tun?..t'"'. It n1u:<t he rC'P1Pn1h,•rnd that t~e 
iPn0ndmr:nt ""'":->!" launched on the vel'.v 1ast 
t lrnJ''f' of the Bill. 

T110 S::-c·:'"f'l'.\RY FOR AranrrLTCPE: It '"~'s 
nn arncnclnPnt of the last dau'c of the BilL 

::\fr. 0. P. B I.Rl'~t<:<;: It Q"OYe th~ !ca-t 
nnportunity to dis"'u.::s th0 qu::S~ion. Yet the 
II-Gu·,~e n1u t haYe been awn:;_·e that this .~ide 
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]'d-1 

tht' 
relieYPd CL anY 
sut·h failurt· r' 
sud1 irnj,ortanc t.h 
rr'eoJnmit~_, \-1. ,J urlglng frow In 
wh~.ch thf,' Pn•n1lr•r and the: 1Iini'3ter fol' 
Agriculture rc;,·,·iYed the deputation, theY 
were cntirdv i;1 ~vtnnath"': \Yith them.. ..:-\s ~ 
tiHl tt._ r of fflc. H~ E~ bttS1 ~.u for t ho Bill is. to 
he fonr:d in various rP~olutions \Thich 
v·:crc~ pas~2d at Toowoomba. I h:t\'e been on 
nHlllS d0putatimJs, and n0YCr in 1ny lif, haYe 
I ~f'Cll ~fini:-;t~·rs rrrciv-c a deput.~ttion ·wlth 
r.trca.H'r cordi;: lihT 1- 11a.n thev rer:cly1•d the 
~lr·put::dion rcprc:..enting the Do\\u.;:, farrncrs 
in connp,_·tion wit;l this \VbC'at pool rnattcr. 
\\-t~ felt 1X8 1:r-re at onf'. \\.""P V cnt aV\'.lY 

C'~joying thP coJnnlctc confidciKC, an~l 
fPeli r g that of credit was 
dw:> tD 't-\w W l\' in which 
the,~ h~<.d can·led it OiJt. 

Th;-;t \Ya \Yhf'n •.vithont .an\· 

1Ld1f', P~~ar!~ delay. the ::VIinistcr tabled a 

\Yit]l it. It can be nndor;:toDd. 
1\·hcn there \\ <lf3 a reversal of 
th J Cc·rninitt~c in tho intro

lHl<. 'F n nf a po1nt v 'hi eh ~-lad no ri;;ht to 
rc~·('.i\·() anv ··o:•,idcrntion Y.h;-:· ·wo y;p· e 

r1 !~'rt; and, rrpn sernlng }H~oplc 
it is cur duty to do our utmo·t to 
tlw intrnductJon of tb-_tt rni1lciple. 

intl·oc1 uciiig thnt vvhich 
to tht' £atmcr. Iln 

l":1n ~l nbout the· ,,~ag-e at 
thP prc~cnt juncture. H(' \YOuld r·ay aln1o:-t 
311~7 wag0. \Yhat he dor-~ objt~Ct to. and 
\'.-hat }l0 fear::, i~ u1ti:11atd~ being 0 nb1oilo~ 
in strik "· In1ng-ine a S\""rnnathetic ~trlke 
taking plnce -1nd ~being tna.de ·a.-yplicable just 
nC'w to whPat::r·_nYing. \Yhc- t is not goillg 
to a\Ya.it th0 convcn!cncf' of tlw pcoplr; jt 
L,u;;;,t be dta]t with instantly. Tt 1s that kinc1 
of thing that ~trik:_•:; t(~rror and fear in~'J t~w 
heart of the people. 

The SEeD' T.\RY on :-\G:rncrLTr:rn;:: IT ovt 
\\nu 1 d ~You propose t" sett l '"' a Rtrikc if one 
tnok pl~( 2. 

~11·. G. P. BAR~ES: No strike is likely 
to t'·kc place. Thcrr' is a perfect nnit:v of 
f<'eJin~· bctv.-e•:n thP groYr('r Df thr~ y,rheat 
ana thr• lnen ('}' n1o:-ed. The~~ nre l'-'Ceivlng 
"'plcndid_ 11<l}~. rfbjp kind of thing Hl;"ll:E'S 

pos~ible the· i11trodurtion of trouble at a ti:nCJ 
,y}-,en \Y~~ cannot afford troublt>. rllhe Go·q;rn
n10nt kr:ow ·v;,-p have a C'rop \vorth, app:-o""'-:i
murch·, £1,500.000 or £2,000.000, acconlin.c:; 
to their own cdimnted qu.1:1tity, and that is 
in the bnlance jnst now. It 1vould nrt hw.-0 
been so in the fi.rot plac•• if this DiJI had 
not hc0n introdured, and cf'rta1n1v if the 
:>mcndmcnt had not been suggest,cci. I 2,''!1 

sur thcrP. is no thou:~ht in the rninds of the 
p-eopl,~ f'n1p1o} 2d j;1 cOJ'int-\-tion \vith the 
taking off of this wheat crop of r11aking a 

011ly COJT"l-2 
ju~:t as n;l.;~ 

being n1anu-

'"'" L 'i"g 
quite Ull kno\~-:!1 

I .ua ~ure 
frotn the 

l\~r. HEBTIIKC:TO-:--.~ (Drapton): I v.-i~h to 
l'l·<.J:-'')11" -.,,-h"'; lhis Dill 1'3hould either be 

nr re::onmr, iti c1. So1ne Ycr;~ ill
PflSUP if t.hc arn0ntl::nent \YC object 

tu i~ r llovi-C'~? to r('nlfi in in the Bill. One reJson 
is tlnt n L1rgc rnnnbt~r of n1cn who haYe 
gonP to work on the IYheat field" are not 
farrn "\YOl'kr>-l.. ihrv are tr .d, -nnen ho are 
u ~~)d to cuJY other l~lnd of ''nlrk t'~cc-pt that 
whirh t}lc ' pnt to, and) therefore, 
<"annot c1l·n IYhich arc giYen 
to an r-xrc·J·t 

'fr. Rnx: Is it skilled labour? 
sir. BEBBl'\;GTO~: It ie skilled labo·,r 

to the man IY.!to can do it. hut I doubr if 
then'" ar·' tv o rncu in the Hol'··~ bo ~·.n.tld 
do it. If thr' o\;·bitration Court aware! is 
n:adr> to ro ppl,,- to thi-s fip]d \vorL:, th0 ~.·:hole-
of t!H \,,,ill haYf~ to be disn;ised. and 
wiJl ha.~ the ranks of the U!H_,mplo:'-'C•d 
:Hem. rcooon is that. "' the Bill 
~-~-· · (1-:;. fl_t 11rr ~cnt, it ~.ill ha Ye L very ill 
rf1-'C'rt t-·PYinD' of \Yh"at. flS no 

~CD~~ 1\ on1d think of 
Tl1e Bill, 

tllv tf) thP 
h a.\-e bP"n 1nct+:r~l· ~ f 

Bill. and to allo•: men to 
;:!~ h::"t the~' crmld. t,--, ]er. thP 
store it and make the 

upon iL rn~d the Govr-rnnwllt f.ttlnd 
b.v tlwir o\Yll gnarantPe. 

~Ir. COP.SER: I C'lnnot help but protest 
at the action of the J.Tinister and t!1e GoY·'rn
Jncnt in regard to their trcabn0nt of rho 
Opposition. \Ye h :v been subjcet'cl to 
treachet~,7 and trickery that have no precedent 
in tbis Ilou.sP.. 

TlY SPEAKER: Ortlnr! 
:\lr. CORSER: I might say that, n £:u 

all the Opposition arc- conccrnrd. in the 
handling of our amendn1Pnts by the GoYcrn
Jnc nt we hnxe been subjected to condnrt n1ore 
fit< ing to a two-up 'Whool than Parliament. 

T,h0 SPEAKER: Orrler ~ r_l'he hon. 
nlcrnlJ('l' is \not 1in order n1 using s:..H·:1 
expressions. 

Mr. COHSrR: I was intereo.t.~ci in an 
a.mendrncnt "·hich wn_s ruled out 0f otder by 
the Cha.1rn1an of Committceg, on i:ht~ groun 1 
that the Dill •lc:aH wloly with th•, mm;kf'ting 
c;f the wh, nt htnvcst, bnt half an ho~1r aft,=-r· 
'.', ard~ h~~ acrepted an anlcndrntn,Jt by the 
1\fini;;:.tC'r in charge of the Bill dealing ~,yJrh 

cul:-ivntion of the land for the ·.vheat 
Tlw onlv cliffcrcnrc beb ecn mv 

a.mondrnent and th8 Mini~tr,r's was the differ
ence beh ccn rnai?.f' and whcat~the difference 
betwec-n on{' grain ttnd another. 

The SPEAICFR: Order! The l:on. 
n1crnbcr is out of order. 

Mr. Gorser.] 
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:1Ir. CORSER : Tlw motion for the thin1 
rending h s gi\"Cil us an opportuni1·v to pro

aga1n:::,t the ,,;a,y '' hw.-e bcc_~n treab·d 
tlw G(l\"crnmeLt, this of thin,.;-

+o lw becon1ing 1norc a precedent 
after dEy. rrhc GoYcrnn1ont appl a.r to 

\vant to fotco throng:h tlH-.' Yario1.l'- Bills tlwt 
n1·.y cor 10 into thei'i: 111ind. and the Oppo"i
tion ha-, not bccu giyen fair truatlnent, .uud 
ha.~ boon handled in a wav thov hnve not 
d•~6erv~-~l. _\Yhnn ~ these pOiuts u corne up, 
cvervthiL<g 1s :i'oaa,y on tho othPr idP, and 
a.ut-ll~ritic~ are a~ ,ha:-.~-1. .-1 -Lha n ruling· 
can uc~ fpvon '"hwn 1;:; 
:intf'rr;;;t. It i-; 
tio11 took all t!1e 
po-wer to -cl 01nand 
ber, il.nd that they : r:::' 1 

tric;::cry the,y have L~cn 
Tlw SPE),KEP,: Ca·dcr! 

gro'.· 
OrPOSITrox ~IE::\IBERS: I-Iear, hf:~ar! 

~ill·. =\lOHG.\?\---: Fortnn;~t·lY. ]L I 
DHD1UC l' of - ·h·i a ,V t.~l'~J n 

Ye lJ~l'l1 _ n:;p~C'inld. - J su.ppo'-P 
d1-~nct arc the n1:l T}C!pk• 

id .. :. cf a \ pc 1l /_; for 
about the _J-_ r rion ui 

.· 0Pl10Pf'd Bill . it h 
1\ Cl"C' led to \YOllld 

tlwv c•rt~ 
it lww. l ·Ul1TJo, rcll tho 
the· Rill kc>'u 

was nnp, rahYP 
forrned; Lut. ns 

do not know tLnt I 
1n YO~!ng a~al'_. the 

inclined to soJ 
~~-orkcr::-: ('Ilh<J~h cl in the 1vhr-at 
brought U.!Jdcr tho \rLit:ration C'oul't tn' anl 
there \Yollkl 1Jc no n1oro whca.t grown ir~ 
Qvcen:::Ltnd. 

TlH: f!,rc- :2TAR:i. :von .f~Gr.JCl"LTLRE: If 
··ot-~ d ~1gajn~t tLi:; JJi11 you \Yould be 
:-tbL tf"J f..,o Lcfc1rc ~\ou co;biitncHts 

T Mr. ~<IOHGAN: If I Yoted agaimt tho Bill 
~ could "ti 11 go to the poop le I rep1·escnt. 
I um really supporting the Bill against the 
oplnton of a gn'at peoplo iu n1v elec-
b1:!.'~l1''· T lwYc )' 

1
n1y own judg1ncnt, 

~' . _l)1J1--I ~Hty .be \Yl'Oilg~ 
UH~ _._arn1cr to ~c1l h1-, wheat rn 

. time ~nJ gEC.t cash; . but thr 
1' f10\V aJlOng tor .an unpropcr 

ntcllcl:nlcllt. I kno~.r that jt \Yas forced uno!l 
th' :1tini 1 ;·, who idc, when the Bill 
v,-u ~uch 

n.nd one o:r 
tw(· and the cxtren1c 

w, re pmycrful to toll the 
-~rt to introduce son1othing y;hicll is 

not de,; ruble. I hone,ct] v believe that if 
tlh' lu1d been left alone he WJnld 
11ot moYcd tho an1cndmont. The 
am_cnd_m\nt \\-as cornpJico.h~d in its \vordjng, 
and l rosp to a point of order at the time 
anr! cndcasoured to cxnlain best I could 
Dn tho spur of the n1on'1cnt, tho 2-Inond~ 
n:ent was not in orcior. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

}fr. :\IORGAl\: I thought the remedy at 
the time was to object to the ruling of the 
Deputy Chairman. I am sorry that we did 
not debate the point more than we did. I 

[Mr. Gorser. 

that tho GoYernnwr1t lun e not recom
tbc Bill. -so n'~ to allo\Y us to eli1ninato 

'tionahlc anlPndnH'nt nlOYI.xl bv the 
It js a blnt Oil the B~ll, -\\-hich 

he of service to the 
v:Lc- tf iurl.u2tr:-'. It help thi~ dying 
indu~t rv Iror~1 d! ::<~ppc 11~ing fron".. . Qoc~n::-~ 
1un ~ 1_lere IS no denying tnat 
tb_, 'idH' industl'v hns bcc-.n :--uffcring for 
Y• nrs. and it \ ill be onlv a vcar or 
t 1 ·o bcfnrc the f~umcr will oi1l~' grOw sufli~ 
cir>,J:t wlH·at to h3 rvcst hirnf,elf, \Viihout 
c rnptoying a.r'v labour at all. Instead of 
brj~ging ;; bout c~tlployrnc-nt, thi'·\ arnendn1ent 
\Yill rau~c hann and illitll"Y, and the \Yhe~tt
gTo\ving indu;trJ of Q!{eerisland "\vill practi
Cdlly CCGSC. 

1\Ir. FLETCHER (Port Curt is): I would 
11rgc th() GoYcrnn1ent to rccoinlnit the Bill, 
which, af! it stands, has hYu distinct weak~ 
~l, ,c:::. I~ir:::tl,v, thL'-rc is no 

1 
conn~~~ti~n 

uct .~·cpn t :n GoYcrnn1ent and tne Btll 1n 
tu finance·. and I cnn only repoat 

I ~aid L:· t 'night-that it \Y~ill assist 
their financr-, irnnH'Lt~PlY if 
j~ i11cludPd in tho Bill;· not 
t l1o Pre1nie-r' n~~"!.lrallf'f', but 
there is going to be a good 

to the board b~forc; tho 
t nuple-tcd. Tho Prd1licr sa:o~ he 

il-e tllC' brJ~ll'f1 to mn:;;:e surcc•s:::; of 
and if that Dl'GYision is included 
·it ,~ill help '"to rnakn it a greater 

\YiL1 l'':'f! rd to t!w arnt:'ndmcnt bruught in 
ap:ain~t c~~t
rncans. \\ e 
this is not 

e it is not 
to this -wlwd.t hal'YC,,t, which 

finished bcfon? the Pl'O

vision put into cffcr-t. It is an und;\:dr-
0 ble an1cmdrncnt to bring in, \Yhen it is 
likelv to causo so n1uch trouble. lt vvas 
brought in at the eleventh hour, and 
haYC not fairly in 
,. ith ir. do a g!· at 
of harill. I cu~n1ot c it can do nny 
gooJ to tlH workers, as it jg only for .a 
limitPd p~riod. Tho quc3tion of wages B 

c _li-Prs into the 1nattcr; it 
that will if union 

The 
Bill 
now 
last 

Sccn~tarY for 
, V\'Cre af:recd 
put anything 

::\1>' (-~. P. B_i.RYES: Thc·y aTe not 
rc~po11 ible. 

T'Ir. DEACOK: If thov had intendc•d to 
put anything else into the Bill, it was only 
fair to hne mentioned it at the time so 
that it could have been consider0·d. It is 
not a fair thing to co1ne along as the ~1inis. 
ter has done and break the agreement 
without taking the responsibility. 
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Mr. COSTELLO (Carnarvon): As a reprc
seutatlvc: of the \VhcatgTO\VCl':", and having 
a know led[(e of the co11ditions prcvailino· in 
th!:• 1dH ai1icld::, at the present tin1c, I TC'grct 
very o1nci1 that thi::: :nncndrnPnt hns been 
inb·DdtH'(·d into the Bill. I arn inclined to 
\Yond~'r \dlctlH1 l' thi~ is J.Iini;;;tcr 
IYlw:!l I ~,ya nig:hts 
(.~ l2.'0 Ull tlJt' 
t ~ tlle fanncl'· 
Fool Bill. Lm_t ~~--c iL 
under the imprl'~',Jon 1\'t' 1\ClC going 
to .f~t-t Y\-hat 0 \Vante·d, ala.., 1 -he h~Yo 
§.l:i•I tlJ-ill;..:: C'l \',~e haYe got the sting-
lint r:1(' ·-=- . nf ::\Iini-.;tcr for .~\_gTicul-
{'Ul~:tn>, n.:; I :•·n·e for n1otlcrn.tio11 · 
,. ' han~ ~'( t o£ t'_c c:_._trem:. 
dt ttPnt. 

~ \ Go\·Im::..; mxT ~._:_E::JB :n: Don'~- ~--ou bt.•1icYP 
1u fair \\Lt?C the nJ~'n '? 

~Ir. C03TEJ_JTA): and they 2n~ 
considcr~'ltion 
nr•) in to-duy, 

0l'lll11Cllf S 

e', not only 
theal, bllt the people 

'd our 
u llll\,·if.n fo1· tbosc 

right throu~.hout 
O\'>n flotu, a.nd it 

· tl' ! tHL!~11'~' to oppo.·w 
~trPggiin.~· whr· :t produc 'L lF· 
HC'C"C~~•n. in thC' i11terest« of the State, that 
the shouU bu helped, ar ,] l think 
it to giyc the an 

to t>t·1blish Ucforc 
strifco 

ln bourcrs. 
t'O· 'llt!olls ~nrq .nltng lll tbc fields a1: 

most hurrnoniOU3-tht)rc is no talk of a,nv 
strj ft' Ol' J.iscord \vhatsoc··n=:r long- a::-: th0sC 
people- arc away fro1n .Gelds. The 
•i'aQ'P" Hl'" ;1.n~11;lc. \Ye on1v askc.rl for 

Bill. not for a Bili containing 
tll11C'1rln1C'nt. I fcC'l certain tha.t tht' 
has been forced into th]s avvk\Yanl 

1:o~itio:1. <lltd, as thP farmers at tlw present 
tllllf' arc not expcLting anything like this, 
I am that !hoc~ will yi, v, it with tlw 
grcatr'st I wish to enter 
111~· protest 

:\lr. ,J. li. ROBERTS (Pit!sl!'ortlt): I 
beg to a~k the }.Iinlst~_:r c•xactlv \Yhat is n1eant 
by thP wonls, "'the lH'OYi~ic;,l,S of th said 
Act shall a)J]Jl,,~"--

Thc SPJ~AT\:ER: OrdN! The lion. rne"'
bcr is Hot i11 orclt~r. I-Ie Inu2t confin(~ his 
remarks to the ntotion. 

::\Jr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: It seems to me 
that ail f~~nn workers art~ ~oing- to bn 

lPHJcr thr-:o proyic:ion.s of the ~~ rncnd-
;_;o far as. the \Yage.;; to be paiU arc 

C'o:H·rrncd .. l coL:-;i.dcr this a Ycry dangerous 
~h\ng- to Introdu(•p into the agricultural 
1i.iGLl-tr;., at the present tin1e. 

J\Ir. 11ARTLEY: You al'C \\Tong :1t the Aart. 
It i:3 only io continue during this crop. 

~\Ir. J. H. C. HOBERTS: I am Yerv 
but I cannot take anY dictation frCnn 
hon. lllP;nbC'r fo1· Fitz~'OV nt this tin1c. 
look npon this <lnlcndn;cnt a-, b:·jnq th(~ 
1ut' ,ll:) of pr~lctical]y crippling to a Y<.'ry'-"grent 
PXL''nt an jndnstry that is just getting on its 
f( "I :1r rlin after fonr bad During 
the la.;:t four \·car~ ludu:-;tr"· had 
pnrticubrl:· ~1ni·cl !:-;{ • \Youlrl 
alnk1:-t b1 ·_•ak the nH'll out of 
ten. I can gi YC a nrc, of 

~,, ho 
and 400 

l with a 

lnrge a1uonnt of capital. but \Yho haye 
out to~da:,~ with simply tlw clothes theY 
up in. It "Cf'l11S to n1c that in gi''ing 
HI11C'tHbJi('rJt .[l.l'~' giYit1g the ~ii11i~t -,l' a-

th:tt goi11~· to proYc a Yl'rv great 
.ugcr to the indu~try as a whole. u 

..:\. ( i 0 \rER};")[L\I ::\1E3IBEH : Rot ! Hot ! 

J\h. J. C. ROBERTS: That is what 
you ought to have your 

}~ ar ocrasionnll~· un 
the House do · , .. ,, 

au :1!~ of doinf~ tlring,. -,ye 
t;Ji:'. '., lthout protu,1. I proh 

Y<.'ry ~;·ain:::-t the runendrncnt. The 
',he. tgTO'i'<Pl'.:~ arc not going to be uble to 
curty on under c~:uditions tha1· rnight be laid 
d')\·, bv the I\linistcr by a11 avntrtl 
fnH11 tile ('ourt. do not 
objt>t•t to a liYing \V::tge, or a good 
\\'tt.·r~~- to lY!Cll l~ng·agcd in the industry 
v.ho can the \i-Ol'k. {GoYernn10nt int.er-
mption.) One <nmlcl naturally ,expect that 
tb- LaLour uuion6, or rather the gentlen1cn 
on tht- other side of ihe I-Iou"- _', \\vu]d, first 
CJf all. ha vo n1aJc inq_niries rcg:1 rding the 
L~HJitions c-.:isting io-dn,y in the wheat area. 
on the Do' n:3, and I sa,· that tht~v eannot 
poillt to one justancc \~·here ther~ is any 
di',~J.tisfaction cxisting-v:hcre thf'n' js one 
little bit of talk of strife or industrial trouble. 
~'{on r•a1J110t sho". 111-e- onP instanr0; nncl I 
'>Ymdd naturally haYc 0xpccteJ tho l\linjstcr, 
iP HlOYing· this arnendrncnt, to haYe corno 
frJ1' 1 ~, cll'l1 ~Yith f:OlllC more COncretf..• 
thn.n to ',trnd un and sa-.:· he '-Vas 

wol'ker. Yo{, will fincl thrtt, o a> th·· 
,,y l' i~ concE'rned. hP i'3 prt~pnrcd to 

1 h<J worb'r and himself w, well. 
FOHDE: \Yhat is the object;on to the 

clause': 

Mr. ,J. li. C. ROBERTS: It is going to 
rebound Uj!Cn yon p ople-. (Govern1nent dis~ 
sent.) }_ ou arc g,Jillg to fi11d that tho 
farnH'I- fll'P going t J do co~operative ;,york 
now in.~--<.~ad of f'mploying labour. and they 
an: going to do it in ~uch a \vay that labour 
\Yill pra(·tically 11ot t~xist so far as harYcsting 
operations are concerned. tt-Icar. hctr !) 
\\'e unlv "'k for a fair ,deal. Had a 

· thrown out th~1t thi~S 
L; intl'ollu<.._d. the nrohahilitv 

1' have asked the iiinistcr to 
rcco~sifLr hj~ propo· al with rC'gard to the 
price of "-heat. It if' nll Yf'l';\' \vcll to say 
th1t the farmer i'3 to gf't Ss. a bushel for bis 
,dwat: but iu this Dill f absolLttely fail to 
6t'C \YhC"rP bP ]., getting it from, or \Yho is 
l'f"]WJl"iL\t• for it. ?\o one can show n1e in 
the Hil! where h~· i:::- going to get n1oro than 
5f:. per hn~hel. \Y c ha-.,-e an a;;:qu.e,nrc fron1 
thP ::\Ilnistor tl1nt hC' ls going to g-0t 8::. per 
l'tBllf'l in nc{'Ol'{[-ttncr· ,,~ith a g-li<ll'antt'C' fn~n1 
t.hC' GoYi'rnn,l~'nt. \Yho i:, rt '!~onsi1:;1c. for !ho 
ftn<J I h(' Lourd, aJJd n·n(~rc ]'::) It going 
to f rorn '? o.re gi YC~l to 

to ~0t 

J. H. C. Rol;fit .J 
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by the i,'finish~T) I fed that ~nything n1ight 
happen, and if I IYere on the l~oard I woulrl 
ce::tainly get out IYith as little delay a::; 
poii iblc. 

:llr. F. "\. CooPER: In America \\heat is 
doy;.~n to l.s. T~d. 

:".lr. J. H. C. IlOBERTS: Xo doubt. the 
I--iousc: wiH bo pleased to hear the hon. 1110111-

hf'l_' ftJJ' D1·en1('r afl-rrYvtrd~, ··.',-hen he ca11 t ..... H 
then1 all about _L'\n1crica. 

the cr_w .bon whic·h I think 
to consid ·~r i::; thut \Ye a1·o 

u,)(H1 th. bar:_k,_. to linance tho 
· I ,,-oulcl like to feel that the 

to lcok ·with f-:tYonr upon 
at the prC'·C'nt tin1c: but 

not qui'e ,·,·hat th· ? 

tho banb will look 
v n v n s I do : and the 

qtu· rin11 of finunro is ~ eYerything to the 
fanner .·t the present ti.me. Tho atnond
rP< ut cu1nc-, to this ~id.t~ of the IIouse at any 
rate, a:- d very great surprise, and the pity 
is----

::\ir. IYI:'\STA)JLEY: I rise to a point of 
Druer, ::\Ir. Speaker, i ask if the hon. mem· 
ber is in order in discu" ~ing on the third 
reading of the Bill an amendment which has 
bt'en u!rendy di;;cuss.;:d and agreed to b,y the 
Houso? 

The SPEAKEH: I would pDint out to the 
hon. UlCl'lbcr thut it is not in order to n1ako 
.a .second reading spccd1 Let tuis stag::.;. 

=·h. J. II. C. IlODERTS: I feel that it 
1-ro;_d d bt> a ve1·y gooJ thing if tho lrlinieter 
could >:'il''-- hi IYUy eL:-rtl' to 1-lthdraw the Bill 

VThe pro;;pcrity of tho State 
the conditions of our 

and other primary 
'"hile my friends 

l-Ion·_,(_~ do Lot agree 
v;ith 1110, like to sav that tht. future 
prosperity and _·atncss ''o.t this -countn' 
during tho next 1clo is going to zk_pen(l 
etH::.roly UJ>lH its pti~nar:y prvduction, ,nd 
-an:ythiug that is done 1rhich is li<1hlc to bring 
ahont a rcdu('tion in the production of food
stuffs. c-oential!y ncce2sary for tllP people, 
and the jn·oJuction of foodstuffs that v.-.:::: ma:r 
bo able to send tD other parts of t'ho world, 
and thus bring· n1oney into the country, vvhicb 
I helie\'{~ is also desirable, I considt'r is ::t 
great ;nong· to thi' State and to the people 
who are going to follow us in the next 
generation. I regret !hat this ameuch ut 
was introducrd ut the tin1c it '\as, a~;d I 
hope the Mini ter will rocDnsidcr his deci"ion. 
withdraw the Bill for the time !.Join,::, 'md 
remodel it. 

1\lr, BREX~'{\]'~ ('J'no1coomba): I du 11ot 
£.'2C any n:a on for the objections uf the~ nthet· 
side of the 1-Iou~w. I represent a. J:Jl'ming 
c:_-ntr£'. (Oppoc1ition lnuglltor.) On thrs occa 
::;wn the 111icldlcn1~Jn has bet~n choppl~.1 (•Ut, 
and I v;oukl like to 0sk whctber the extra 

paid to the men wonld be preforablo 
to nrofits rr1aue l.)\- the Inidd1cm·_~n in 
year~. g·c-ne l ,~,- ·: " 

~Ir. J1EBB!KGTO:\: The 1nidcl!cmcn have 
nothing to ·do IYith it. 

:'·Jr. BHEXXAK: \Ye that tl1e 
f;lrti1C'rc.:.' 

th(• ('itil':3. 

the ('Onscrintion i•:'Ju0 wa 
a!··U_ the I~rn1cr··' son' 

stockyQrd during a 

i,J, H. C'. Roliirt.::. 

pending ~11 
pnt m 
wheat 

I 

S PEA I\..EH : Order ~ Ord{_'1' 

.. ,-r'-' 

AEY FOil AGHiCC'LTGRE: 
u f<''.Y \Yards in rcpl,y to 

\Yhich ha ye been 
Pitt,\\·crt'~l, 

lna .. t_lc use-

for thE· lTClSOll 

olcl Lllw:'PI 

l'l' ~-

th.' 

•om binc-s. u.uc c 
>y;rnu· __ , of 

r('ga rd to 

T1H' !ll<Hl0 thi.' ~tfb:~rnoon proYe that 
the •· lo\\~ wage lJt..lrty/: hut 
to arbih·ntion. ThP alter

that theY b01icvc in 
s,ay tl;nt thei1: '~ttitu-d~, is 

:-::t,.< ~o·h- eontr<l~' d DY tnc art:;hutc of tnc 
r-.;~;tl~~c~·n Co.Intry party, \Yho yotcd to a n1an 
on t1Yis anlendrnent. 

:.Ir. -\-0\VLr""-: \Yhy didn't you put it in 
thu Bill? · · 

Tho SECRE'L\HY FOU AGRICCLTURE: 
\Ye arc· told t'hDt th<' arncndmcnt ,. as rnovod 
at illP t·lP\ hour. It ; mo":ec~ nt Jhe 
h,yclft.h hotn: was on the 1ad cl .u~.P, 

that \Ya"l th0 only place \VC CJldJ 

\'o .\·r.rs: 'A.,.lr,~ didn't T ou cirru 11atc the 
umcndmc11t ': 

The SECRETARY FOU "\.GRICl:LTTRE: 
\Vh.v .didn't· r'.c• Oppcrition tell 1ne tl,l<Y ~:c1·e 
~olng to moYO thcL· an.:.~ll~n.tcnt~ ': , 1 hev 
\':PH~ not nDr wuti _l ElfornH ::1 that 
thPY i><.· nwYed, vet I accepte-d hYD of 
tho,SP ar;_1endrucnts. , 

1Ir. B: BHJXGTOK: T'hose ~:re n~ry srnall 
thing 

The SEr'RKL\RY FOR AGHICl'LTCRE: 
This i," also a ~mall thing. rrhe anH;~drrwnts 
T aCC'C'ptcd fro:n hon. rnernbcrs orro~Ito \' Pre 
not circulated. 

?.lr. BEBBr:-:c:rox : This is a big thing. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRI\'ULTURE: 
'I'his J:3ilt gives power to make r:gulntions, 
and it ,1ho provides for pmver bemg_ placed 
in the hands of tho Minister for Agriculture 
in the event. of a. dispute occurring to refer 

the question of w.1gcs to per~ons 
[4.30 run.] employed in farming operah?ns 

iD the iutk<' of the Arbitntton 
C'omt. \Ye ar0 to.id that a dispute is nDt 
likdy to take place. and that everything in 
the f(ardc :1 is loYoly. VYe R.re told that the 
farmc:·2 arc paying g·ood wages. I haYe no 

to doubt these statC'11ents at all: but 
tatcrrH'llts rtrc true. wlnT should the 

Opposition be afr ,id to havr.. thf' pov;cr 
irJ.cll ·lrd 1u this Bill to prc\~cnt any Indus
trial trouh1c arifil1g. or to bring tha.t. tronblo 
to a "" tisfar termination if 1t does 
happen to ari"c That is oll that is sought 
to tlo with this anwndmcnt. \Yith regard 
to tlw ,,,htc·mc·nts maclr• b:-· tlw hon. rnemher 
for \Ynn~·ie:.;: and the hon. mf'mbt>r for 
Cunninglwm 011 this qnc-..tion. the:v sn""T that 
':hi'-. mati,~r "'1\"<l.::J not rai::.~d y·hen th0 clc,puta~ 
tion ,,~,1itrd on thC' Prcr.n,iPr :-tnd n1y'wlf. I 
ha Ye .id aht:'P~dv thnt '"'hen that d "Putation 

t>~0~· ,;_,pr,, not actutdl. <.nn-trc thnt 

'!\'!:1~. -Yov.'LES: That !<:.:: not cnrrec:t, The 
n::att,~r waR disr:us~Pd with your lJnder S -:cre
ta r."'· a. wet'!:: prc..-iously. 



FUR J\GRICCI./IUllE: 
1nattcr o\·cr \\~ith the 

HlYscH, and I a:ked hirn if 
\Yfl"l i)ossible t·' cre,ne a \vheat 
an Act of PnrlinnH ... Ht, and lw 

not. 
1\lr. U. P. B_\RXES: Hc:'olntion ::;o. 5 dealt 
itL it. 
Th~, SECTIET~~~TIY FOR AGRICCLTG':lE: 

Ko. I do 11nt th1nk rc~olution :\o. 5 Jealt 
it at all. It VI ,}; 11ot. kuo-wn then that 

for the 
pool. \Y (' dis~ 

forming a pool in 
bcinr;: pa::..;cd. bnt 

,, 'l'O di,cu-,0cl_ All that 
' as tho rt 3olution proYiding 

of the board a~1d s-vcral 
d<'hiLs of th~ Bill were 

if thrv h:d beon 
likcl·, th}_t such 
about before we 

BilL The :, t! itudo adopted 
opposite, this afternoon with 

leads nli::. to think 
1nuch sincerity on the part 

in th0 dvc..;lrc io haYP 
rYcstcd .1t the shortest possible 

T\1r. J>":n;._ rxCTOX : Tht' crop is b0ing har-
YP-;t( 1

1 ..._\Jl '\": c \Yant is the' 11101JC'V for 
tlH C'rOp is b0ing harYPSted. , 

T}w SECH:C:TARY FOR AGIUCL"LTL~RE: 
~._\..':'-. r1H' ho11. rnf'lnber for Too"\Yoornba rightlY 
pDintc•d ont. this Bill elin1inrrrcs the rnicld1c~ 
n1au. 'Vhat i~ a YCT~' sore point \,~ith sonlP 

OIJ!J0.3itc: but. -:tll the ;,an~_', tho 
!win2" C'nt CJnt. 'Thnt i ·inc 
that the funncr i getting· a 

his n-op, I do not cce \Yh" 

L 00 prep;, n:d to r; a~on-
B blr ng-e, If thPrc is no with 

to thn 1abotlr condiH<J:; r:1en this 
\ ill lint he nva11r•d of at l'lll. I 

~ r,tnrr: to :;;a? that tlv I-Iovf'' \Y~ll tru~t n1c 
of cndcavourillg to ~t n that 
are can·ipd out a." fairlv as 

and that th0 hern'st "'ill bo' '('Ot 

~s expeditionsl:v· as Y, pos~;Jib1:v C<ln. 
It is not vPry cneoura~ln, ·when \YC' ;;:ep 
members on the other side talking about 
wanting to get this Bill on tlw statute-hook 
and then blocking it in tlw "'a" they have 
tlone. Thoro is a lack of consistonc",' on the 
part of hon. rnPmhcr . .., oppo.,itc sO far as 
their ~pPcrhc::; an• conr0rned. pspcciall:v \Vhf'n 
the,~ talk about opjlosing the Bill or dropping 
it aito~ethor. 

Qu0stion-"That the Bill be now rend a 
third tin1c-put and pas~ecL 

The Bill ""f<S ordered to lw transmitted to 
the Lc:;i~lativc Conncil for their ronC'urrcnco 
bY w,cssn.ge jll the u;;:nal forn1. 

CQ;:,J~.IO?\vYEALTH BA:\T( ,\GRKF::'!E:\1' 
lL\TIFT\ATIO='\' _\:\D STATE "\D
YAXCES DILL, 

SE, OXD READJXG, 

The· THE~\fJTJREH: .\ t 
·of th · T 

like-it \\'ill 
dupticatiou D1U3t 

land, one Lt'l'~on out 
' 2,6 to 

;n1rpc~· s. 
·.lr. BEJ~'3I~,~G-TO::\: Thn j:nt('r~·st i"' 

tiYel,.,: lo\\:, 
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The TREASl~'REE: Tl1 i11ten_· t j., lo·,·. 
It is novv ~~ per Cf-:Ht. 

on that an 
rate of 

prc<-'llt Hill 
a'\al't fro1n mt....·asttl'C'; 

1nav add that 
with 1-ho hon. 

u hP :tvs th ~t 
tilat u;(' ccllJJil 

s.anJc· rate of intcl'esl-

i:::1p; thn:-'C' 
i!! Qln'l'l rrlwt is 
the• intc P·: ::1 chean r:rCe. 
i b nf ten c '· 'If hon. nlPnlhc_"' ~ ill 

r:~ oYt'r the outsid(~ l)Jgc and anal_::-;r tbo 
rhcv \vill haw a fuir idea of the 

con' nt~ o( this mea~nrc. It is realJy pr8cis 
of the m~a ~He itself, It deals \vith rati-
fi( c:tlon of the agTf'Cincnt. a.nd the 
~Pnruation of tlw ..:\gr~eulturnl Bank, and 
wi1h the- separation of the \YnrkPl~:.~' 0wPlling-s 
portion of thP old ArL It outlwrs the 
llJPthod that will be follow'C'd in tlu") futnre! 
an 1 rhe machlnerv that :is bei11g built up to 
rerr, on these i"~o sub-rlepartments, and 
~·how h(nv thp monPY is to be r~i~e,d, and so 
forth. Following the ton clause:> th:rc ·-ro 
two schrdul•'', One ',•chedule contamc, the 
f!7l'f'Pl!Jent. It certain!>: nppear:;:, in it-; 
nn:~rnt form to b inYolv~d and com)JJie·tL-"d. 
'There i:'i a good dC'~tl of lPg!tl phra·<'(Jlogy 

but. b'\7 worr:vinQ:· througl1 1t: It will 
to be cptitc clcnr in the Pnrl 

.. Although it appears 
be ex!·)laiPer1 Yery ~i1npl". 

dt--.·1ls cntirclv .".Yith the mnu1d1nents 
ne"e~siJ.r.\' 1n the p1·C:-;cnt Act thnt wt' ar2 
\Yorking nnd,•r-nrnlely, the Qu; 'n:-:land 
GoY('l'nnlf'llt Snvin_:~;s B-anl: :\et of 1916. 
Thut, hric-ftT'· \Yi1] g1vc• :1 ~1 i· lr ,t cf t·.::uJ 
n1C""~it!'!' itself. 

Hon. J. A. 



216 Commonwealth Bank [ASSE.J1BLY.] Agrerlr ent, Etc., Hill. 

n1onwe.alth Bank 1vi1! take oyer all of our 
officers, and their full rig.hts will JJe preecncd 
~JY hin1. 

1 
lie \Vjll n;akc _so~ne a.rra.~~cmcnt 

Hl r_L.(~n·n to Cornnn·s;;;wnc·r. \~hethcr 
h<' c~;nh:w,::j i:1 Jffice. or \\'hr>thf'r be 
.l!i \' (·~~ h; ~ll 

a :nu. fnrthcr. that tht-' •d·hcr off,"'c L'::' an• con
t.:ont \\-llh ·hat i~ donC' in re-gard to th0m. 

1t ~•1·l b0 n1·g~'d-J t]Ji tlv 
lwr f,n· Bulii.i:bn- dicl .~o 
-·tb"' 
to 

tinn. -\\'. 1<. Due;;-::-;: T(~ll u~ tlH_~ f,tlicnt 
point• 

Thz.· 
nJv 

pursrw 
1 "ill 

what 
1912 

and that in lien t1H~rcof 
B- 11k sho;._tld 1 e~·clYC ns an 

s fJf a facP of 
£~.c::~.000. which in 0fl'c'ct nlC'ant a to 
thr• Si t•' r,f £J12.000. 

Hon. \Y. H. B<.R:-;F £112.137. 
Thr• THEMiCRER: 

£112.000. bt' 
(.d('uln.t. 
SLI('h 

fea!·.urP 
in t :ul of Gllr to Co'\f ritOl' 

Coun1wnwr .1lth lwrr'"Jrc~. of a f.Z:recd-er 
valul', he rHnv o;u· dC>bf.ntnrp;; 
al: their book ':alu<' at their market 
value. That DJC'nns if so-rnc of \ a· rlc•ben-
turc-; aprwar in thP as worth £97, thev 
will be acceptc.J by Governor of tho Com-
monln 'lth Dank a:_;: ·worth £97, v.-hcl·eas 1 :wir 
ac:·ual qllotation in the rna.J'kct might bQ £53. 
That i~ one substantial differ<•ncc It "'"' 
also proposed t.hat a gTl!at proportion of the 
TIC\~~ debrntur0, should carrv a hi;rhc'l' l'fltc 
of intPre~t in ord('r to bring~ the ra~tt') on the 
whole of tlH1111 ll}J to a!1proxirnatcl· the nrc
valling 1n··rkct r·.re of interest. Tha.t v~-~uld 
h~n0 -irwreasc~l the intn·r-·,t biJl b~,. abont 
£10.000 a yc,:_r. Lnder this agr{-.~n1€nt .also, 
the ('111Tt'nt accom1t of £.3.0S6.00° i·· to b0 
trc>nt('d as a df'pn~it -lth the Stnto at 3~ 
per 'un1 ·will remain 1Htdi~turbcd 
unlc..:..-. 1'"' Cl!l excc s of \·:iLhclnnya.Js oYer 

J-1on. \\.,.. R.'I..R~\T'-;: l:1 not Hn') •;vho]c 
an1onnt <'!t ? 

Th0 TRE.\St.RER: 0£ CDur;;:f', notninaJJy 
at rall. 

lion. \V. lf. BiRXn;: 

'rll, TF·;,\eil:REl?_: 
Rhcuid kno'x. 

IIon. \Y. J-f. BArt'~l'~: 
Tht> fTHE.4.~;l~HEl1: 

that sum 

\Yhat is a. ~u!u at call? 
Th(' hotL rucmbcr 

So ~hnn1d you. 

[Hon. ,1. A. Fihe 71y_ 

LP+- !i!\' n~ deal \Yi !-h the futqn• po-jtion 
of workC'rce;' <hP(•l1i11g }nK1 th0 .Arricul· 

.i3 ·JJk - L:JtPr on in the 
;..- ~s1on tht• ill be 
cl:1 l}orat( d nnd np ir:tn ·- \Y,· hope 
1Yi11 tu.ru out to bo n more r-fficlpnt l'ural bank. 

I\Tr_ Con:--:U\: There 1·oont for it. 
Hon. \'i. B.,m.;Ec, Th~ 

tah.P tl1C' ~e· j . ..'S of 
de they not? 

ThP TEE.Af·:rcRE-R: 

tnr1 r''l',· 
" the· 
not ~·o 

e-1·rv on our 
fllh:··onr AgriL 

a r·_npor_.J \'d1ich is ( rc·Lt.-d, kno"'>Yn as 
'· Tht• Tn ·::;UJ_'('r.'' ThC' Tr Hsr;rr·.: -,,ill con-
t roJ tlw 1 ntrv-- .st r in c: ·~- tlH' Agri-
eult-~.r.~l t:S•nk win --rrnb u;}:]•'l' thC' 
... -\l;l'i(·nlturP 1 Den !I rtnH·n~. and 1-hc v;orkers 1 

d\\-P~Ii:1g~ und('l: the \\..-arks Dt~p~rtment, 
wht'l'f' 1-ht>re is lfl(:J'e (:Hn-nunit· of lntt~'r0st, 
one 1~1ighi ay, :"'('t th" Tn_'[· u~·er r lll rrlJot 

' -•nr i1F' that v;-ill he ayailable 
nts. HP will tell 

Dcpartlncnt ho·w much it 
thP fanner.~. a.nd t.he \\~arks 

n1uch it can proYic1c for 
Thar \Yil1 lw the 

1 
and, pe\son~1tll,\·, I thl11k 

nn.,;: out C'"XPClwntty 

schedule fJ a g~'s of 
telbl ('''rtain 

ntil{~t io the 
Bt!nk to 

at...d redcn1p
•nJ of tho 
thn CrnnJni~·:lonf'r to 

c~ the rorrlD1()Il"\YC'alth Dank. 
111 payrn'·'nts of equal half-

amnnnt,-. anounting to, l'Ollghly, 
£50.000. Tha~ \\·ill rc;.rc><cnt ccrtoin debcn
rurf'<.; nlr.·c:~d~- b ld bv th~ Corrnni·,ioncr of 
the s~~·Ying l3a~}C \Yhieh <'3-lT,c intere6t 
. .:uu::l ~rnp;ion fro1n thP Covern-

TlHe i~ a ntthcr fca.rsorne 
H~lon-111 difL:ront it~~rni<~'1 
th' P'\:plnnatiou is , i1npl'~. 

~v1:!·. G P. B.-Ut::\iB: Po·teritv \vill ha Ye a 
r,ooJ deal tu dn. c • 

Tl10 TREASL.'H.EH: 1 mi~ht inhrm tlw 
hon. n10mhnr fer \Ynr\~·lck that- ths -;ituation 
1.c.: tltP :-:.'lll(' to-drr.\" 1 ,·ith the ;1:.rroPmr>ni: 

ratifind a~ i' ~.jlJ b0 to-nlorrovv-with the 
aurer rth.'nt ti!!PlL The Govcrnm0nt havP 
tq pa C'mnnli.:;;<.;1oner in:l ')rc~t. and 
rrdc-1nrtio11 on dc-henhll'\ Q. is:;;ued bv the ]ate 

as well P·, onr GoYr-ru"r11ent, tlnd 
r.:on_')n1Tncnt bcfor0 the late Govern

rrif'nt. ( H r"t)1il'".0, postt·rity \,·ill foot ih she>.. re 
of thl' Bill 

Thar u Yporat:nn, known as the Treasurer, 
will upPratP nn th(' fnnds as ir.dieated by n1e. 
He \\ill h .Ye authoritY to issue £5,000.000 
\HnTh (:cb.'nhn·es- fo~· purpo~cs associ~tcd 

Hriral Bank and \Yith the \Yorkers' 
That is giycn no1v. and does not 

an:- further parliarnentary approYB). 
"'\Y. 11. f3AR;\ES: )tou have to go 

I l~no\V you are up jt, 
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The : \\"-: are HOt np again-· 
it-. I do not rh' hon. men1ber for 
Bulitnba tncans about goi11g outsidt' for it 
when h.:=- tells u~ at other tln1es that we 
caunot go nut~idc for it. ThC' rwofit~ 
<H'C'Ull1HL1ic'-d in bank. out 

•.Yiil be u,· 
oun~ ti_) 

Tr-t'1 ~u·~_'l' \rill, 1n 
bcuni 

Sta1·c is 

can1wt b-,' 
GoYt'l'11Cl' of th0 

the~ nppn:n·al 
also a Lonrc1 there. 

with rl1e Corn
conditions Ol' 

the rrl'C>~SUl'Cr
ha...:• tlw 

.. alT~ngcd _ 
fl'CJn Dl'Ott-:· ·well an'" <lny point 
of Yic~·.:-rhc bnrgarn one, us I 
think it \Yill be sho\Yll, fine seasons 
we arc haYin!_J', tbat the deposits \nll lllcn.:oa~c 
in thC' cnJ1; runalgatll:lted institution, and we 

the> ncc of 70 per cell\" of thuse deposits 
aLy fear of haYing a run on the 

bank -..vi tbont any noc0ssity to k0ep a, 
res.---·t-re fund or an\r c ~sh in hand. \Yo can 
IlFC>t the whole of tho 70 per ccut. As 
1·c·.·arcl the other 30 per CPnt., the C.~-OYf'rnor 
Cl'"-:urc,r...: us, he will, as far as possible, bP in 
a positio,, to inYest all the moneys deposited 
1n h1s bank. IIo i:7 in a position to 
l'C'invc: .. t all vf bis 1noney no\Y. -,•:hich, 
of c coclld IH-'YPr do. The GoYL'rllOl' 

of the Jlnlnonv ,_:_n:. h Bank ho1Jes to be 
ahlt• to up a ~~~stnrn .·her-eby all 
the YrlOllF'-s dt•posi:ed iu (~er!":tin locfilit.i·eus \Yill 
be reinvested in thosu distl·icts. The 30 ]JCl' 

cent. hopes to reinvest in tho district 
whcr.f' rnoney is cJ.~posittd in the La.11k in 
the iil.·t place. That i_, a splendid policv. 
.'lld 011: that .I hopo \Yill turn ont success
fully, because it will moan that 'so will have 
tlw full lOO per c>mt. of t!"- total deposits 
of both bc!llb; invested in our Stato. Thd. 
I think, is e-.:~rtainly attractiv('. It should b.:: 
attractiYc from our point of Yiew. Ti1C' Bris
bant' SaYings Bank buildirur is to bp ret·1incJ 
b~~ t.he (;o~~cnnnent. I a~=n not quit!:' sure 
whether I 1nention-ed previously th::tt it \Yas 
prolJ()St'd that the Insurance Comrnissioner 
should take over that building. If so, I 
'\Vant. to pnt rne1nbers rjght in that mattol'. 
It will be taken over by the Goycrntnont, 
und u;;;ed for Govo(:rnn1ent purp0:30;;:. \V c 
lWY€' a.ltr•r0d th0 Jn·evious Jeeisiou. \VP 
badl.v want accon11nodntion. and \~:n will 
rct~;.in th:1t building at the· C'Olltract pric0. 
and, of rour,,c, we could not build it to.dn 
at £ +0.000 in excess of the actual contract 
pric0. ;ve ?-re kec:1ing _that building-, and 
wo ~re Keeping the one 111 Rockhatnpton. I 
ju~t briefly refer to the desirabilitv of hand
ing it OY r or of rc1-ai ning th,· ba1lk buil-ding 
for Olll''"C'h-cs to :hovv that we an' not sellint£ 
OlU' Li1·thright for a nH~ss of pottage. \Y·o 
ar(' making- a good bar~tain. \Vo hncl]¥ 
wa11t th • bui1cling, as our ofl-ict~ nrc sprPa-.:1 ntl 

the• J{n.ying onr office' upstairs 
in the different strc ts 

and does nnt n1ea.n 
"li1d 

'To those \Yho would sugg-est that we are sel
ling our birtlll'jght I would again ernphasisB 
that we are 1naking a good business bargain. 
::.-\o parochial scntinl('nt Fhonld allow hon. 
ln(·tnbers to pnsh aside, without. proper con
:-:idcration, a propo~al like this. lt is good 

the ·depoElitor . ..:, good for the State, and it 
going to "ji1npllfy rnattcrs fo1· all State 

Go..-crnntcnt"1 now Ullcl in tho futur·c. It 
wonld b{_' quite~ as lHtrochial for us to object 
to the Post Oflice bei11g· handed oYel' to the 
("o~lllllGll'\H'alth or 1he arn1Y or naY\" or 
ot ill l' si111ila.r being ·handed 0Yf'l'. 

I haYe a"':TS thought, should be 
of thC' central goyc·rn
OlJlHJ~cd the Conln1oll-

ru:;.-hin;_~· COIIl.J1'etitio:l 
cruJitv in \vorst fonn. It 

mnrC sciPutific than that, 
lJ.ayc bC'l'n <'Onsultation .and 

cul]~t!mration Lt:t':t'Pn tJtc (;onHllOU,;ealth 
( ~O':l·l'll!IlC'nt:::> bL'fore action was 

th ,, c ('annat be helvccl no\v. 
shmdd belong to the ccntl'<tl 

aurhoritY. that is the Conunmnvealth Govern
lllf'llt. .iiou. 1ncn1b0rs \vlll ronlelnbe1·, going 
back to the bt:giuning of tht) war, that Eng
bnJ awakened onr~ lllOl'Hing to f1nd that 
Cenn<.tu finaucicrs had control of the whole 
crPdit sy,tern of Englund; they bad con1pler.e 
cor1trol of t·hc ba.nking ·"'J stc1n. It \vas 
altered '\\'ithjll a few weeks, and the altera-
tion wa.o really anything in the \Yay of a 
Iniraclc. inst'' rl of G-crn1ans having 
collh·ol of the finance~, English financiers gor 
controL which, althouu-h a n1uch finer thing 
for at Britain thail the Gennans baYing 

"Ct onlY chang·ed thr• control from 
orw "TOt~]) of financie~~ to anothcJ' group. 
Tiw i1oint l wish to make is that the 
IWCJ),1(' <:;.'1ould hd\< co:1trol of the credit 
:3'\ ~tc n. rrake insurance. for instance. I do 
not wi-.h to sav anvthin<r to the cletri
n; m of !hP ~\u-,trali;m ::\Iutual Provident 

bnt thlil' hu~·~ l't"S·~·l'YC'S chould llOt be 
!111 b.\· f0~.~- people in tlv' intc-r~-
of 

::\Ir. G. P. Jl:.H:-<ES: It is a mutual com
pany, 

The• TRE_\SL:REH: I will put it this 
\\<JV: Take 0-:.J.l' insurar:e business. Our 
l't :::;~ rYc-s tlwrc an~" not u:::ed fer inYestn1ent 
ill corner rrllotments in the city proper. The 
drn nc>r o1· the bu~inc~·s 111a11 vd1o wants to 
dnt;licote his establishment would not get 
a loan from our Insurance Offiec. '\Vo im·est 
our funcb in genuine dovolopmcntal Yvork of 
the c:ou.Etr"~',--ill advancjng n1oncy to farmer8, 
in the builtling of \Yorkers' homes, in the 
building of rail·.-ays, if po:,·-ible, and in 
bniJding- roads also, if possible. That 1s 
wbc;·e the Commonwealth Bank is really 
bnilt on a diffcrf:nt basis to our State insur
ance. Tho Con1mon'\',~calth Bnnk, although it 
I' a onlemlicl institution which is doing good 

· i' merelv onP of the associ · ted banks 
l;;Jrposc· It has not, to any 

xtPnt. pu}h'd do\Y!J thC' 1·at0 of inyestn1e-nt or 
, the rate of interest to depositors, 

achnitting ~hat it hns mnd0 n1oney 
to ,.:;.c-tdf'l'.'"- nnd th0 like: and 

upon the laudable policy 
authorities. It has th1s 
it retains to the people 

otlH'r banks \'.·ould have 
busine:;:s in tho late 

reformation and 
IYlll he in1proved. It. is 

Our Tnsurrrnc:c 

Hon. J. 
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fire or J ife, aHd the reserYes 
dcYelop1110nta 1 \York of the 

\Yhilc this agree
twontv-fivo 

nn~thcr 
the> L- -~i~ c.:: credit ·will undeTgo 
of clwn£rc. Probabh~. aftcx 

,ettlc·- do\Yll 'to sowethingu nol'lnal 
huancicrs of the \rorld get 

\1-e nHl_y have a slightly 
inevitable that it "ill 

stations, and 
ver:v g' od 

they aro 
and the 

i111pm.·n,nt of all js control of the 
Pcor;lc rrdght dPriYc benefit 

IH·o:xinlity to tho butcher's 

}lr. 1\LJ'HJ):'"~TO>:I' 
\Yinninp: ('le~·t~on'-. 

I found that wht•re 
established there \Yf're 

(Laug-htn.) The national
tho~' iw ~.]tutions is a conlpara
( -H1sidrrntion as compared v;ith 

of the credit system. That 
npi1~ion. T \1.-iH content· nn self -with 

th""l' fr'\ 1.- rt:·mark:-:. I hnxc c·~pfaincd the 
fer, hl1'e-~ D f the· rnf•nsure. ! think it 

ifl)Ot-1 onf'. n :1J I corrnt1rrd it to bon. 
n:f•;_J ·crs ,--~d ' ~·1r-:al1 rnon: tho ~ecand 
re ; : :r: ':'". 

:r~ ,})~. 
he<':,' all 
I ·, 

rc1 
rent. 

Thn Trr.: 

I arn sure \YO 

the )fini:'lt[)r YCl'" closcl•.~. 
all. to dual >Yith a stat.'m.ei'!t 

nlJcle b.- ,,-av of inter
to tllf' 70 '1wr ~'en!. to be 

and the 30 per 
P 111\\Trtlth. 

.:r~<rn: J l1CY'.~er aid that It \\-as 
ne- 1n n1L n1i1. 1. 

IT. Br\~~:\"ES: I am qnoting from 
fnr l8t!1 ~'\o\·t n1lwr. The Prcu1ier 
'ut"nl·- nt--

.. Th.:__·rc 1Hl' Lc•~n so much s·;onPv.·.dling 
oa that I do not recwn1ber the 
nee. ion lw r0£errrd to it. r:I~he 

fact remains th:.t, after takin~ ont our 
b Jancp of 70 cent. tho 30 ·per cent. 
rctnniUing 1w ntiii·ed bv the 
Gon~rnor of the CcHnmon\vea1th ·Bank 
princ·ip,Jll:; for local authorities in th~ 
C

1 :stricts where the Il~1onoy comes h·orn." 
Tlw PRE:.HER : Do you sa v I made a state~ 

mer1t that that was jn thf· Ugreen1ont? 

Hox. W. H. BARSES: Ko. I did not 
ma~ 0 thai tatc111ent at alL .._-\11 I ,,av is 
that. t-hl' lerlcler of the Govcrnrnent n1ade a 
~tatun1cnt--

~hC', PE/:~,~.TI:F. · You an~ 3hllffiing. You 
Srlid tn0 J.rr rrsurer a while ago, and now 
:,·ou qr;oto r:lf'. 

I-IoY. 1,'\v. 1-I. B~~\1{:\F.S: I mndc a n1istako 
in ::- illg" the Trcasurc~r 1nado tho statcm,ent. 
Bnt th' le:dH of the Government. who is 
D boY0 tho Troa un'l', made a distinct '1tatc~ 

.t that 70 pPr cent. \Yas to bo r:.ppro~ 
to thf' GoYL'nuncnt n nd the other 

pPr ('tmt. ·was to go proba bl~v in another 
In other words. ho n1adc this 

with :1 ,~iP\~. a pp:.· rently of intPrc~tJng
,-.,-hcnn he thought would vote for hlm. 

c 'Jlecic,Jh, local anthoriti ,~that IYhilst 
Goyern.ml'nt thcnl5clvcs werf' not no\Y able 

ro r ·111. in nw n1aill. tn finance local aut.hori-
tic~. in tht> snrh a little arranO"cment 
I 1.c\ brcn thnt thrrc wonld be no 
diffcnlty for local authorities t~ 

[.Hon .. 1. A. F1:hel7:f. 

it fr>Jlll the CommOll\Yc,dth s~;.vings 

t L~~ 
:tllt Ul'ii i 

Th8.t is all right. Arc yoa 

_D_1~R,X:ES: Xo. A11 I ar;1 
is that the ncsition 

up to d c1 rtai1l point, 
that mw of the prin
t hat as far as po:3sil:le 

should keep in 
nlouev to Lor::d 

Tl c: jlr-n::\!Tl::H: .L\11 I can sa· 1s that :'>~ou 
.rt· Ll cb:Jin}Jiou shufficr. 

I{o:~. \Y. !-1. BAR~,~ES: The hon. :. cntlo-

~~~~~~~c~ l. l;ill~Ot l:~~~~=~ t~~li~~~-~t ~~~~ ~~~hn;:·d t~·~ 
~;oYCrl!ll:Wlli th"r.t1S{~l\·c~. wern 11ot, in the 
fntur·' to {in1u1c·e local authoritlc "·) an 

haJ been IJHtcle \vith the 
Bank. and that the remain~ 

cent. ould be appropriated for 
purpose. 

.,rrange1nent has been 
ro keen 30 cent., 

out of gon'l'IlOl' v~-ill do best 
to Enn1H'f' loc:Jl Duthoritic.:;. 

1'~. H. BARC\"ES: There '·as a 
rcft rC'l1C'P rnade to that cll'oc::-. The 
\\·ant(>d to nHtko this ::House bcli0YG 

tht' Tn asury \Yl'l'D unable to continue to help 
the local authol'itieo:, but that. neYerLhcloss, 

\~,>ould bo a di ·tinct gain. in that 
be' m"dc by the 

T1l•,) PRDHER: 1"_'hut is JO. 

IIo:\. \Y, 1I. BAit:\'ES: .For the 30 per 
i.""lL. to ·L·~~ g1Yf'TI to tlll' ]o,.-:11 authoritit ~ if 
tl· ''.V s.o desire. l)ocs the P remicr cleny that? 

Tll•' PRE~TI; i{: l repc.tt. you are a chan1picn 
~hufiL!r. 

Hex. "IY. H. R .. \.H::'-JES: J crmld not c '!ual 
1 hf' Prcrnicr. Let 1110 ~,ay that if I ·Ull~ a 
dwn1plon ~huffiC'l' he- is a donb1C' rhau1pion 
shnfiicr. (Laug-htf'r.) EYer~:onc knows thnt 
thnt i:;< the po~ition. I follo· cd Ycry cnrc:
fnlly and Yerv clo,cly the speech of the 
?.Tinistrr '· ho introduced th0 bill. After a!!, 
thnc \HS not a great deal of information 
g1ve:n. 

'I'hr TnEAS1."RER: I g>tvc everything. unless 
you 1, ant 1nr, to manuf.actur0 sorr1ething. 

Ho~:. W. H. BAR;\IES : The l\Iini,ter was 
not cucrhsful in detailing what the Bill 
proposr s to do. One of the mo·,t a'tonishing 
thiPgs in connection with this Bill nnrl in 
connection with its introduction is that there 
has not heen a single "tatement n:ade that 
the cffic.•re; of tl10 department have boon 
<1pproachcd and a<;jked if they regard the 
Bill and the agreement as being a satis, 
facto!'Y one frorr1 the standpoint of 
Qnr:e~~l::.nd. 

The PREMIER : \Vhich officer~ do :von 1ncan? 
Hox. IV. H. BAR~\fES: I rn.efln. for 

instanu:., the Con1n1i'-·sioner of the Savings 
Bank. B:v \Yhom· \YfLS the agrrernent rnado? 

Th<' PRDTTER: Tlw Gon'rnor of the 
romn1m1'.n~rrlth Bank. 

lLix. V\-... H. BATIXi·~S: That js th0 point 
T ·want to g-0t :--.t. It \Y s not 111.ade Ly any 
politician. -=''ov:, far a~~ k:10\v. tho 

far ;1.; 1d ( Jllccrnl'd, 
the Trca,Lucr. 

The F~. 
HtX n· \',it!l 
nlOl.!\Vc·a11 L Bfl nk 
<:qljHClVP\;_ ( f by i!~e 

-: ruad0 in 
'1"' of :;c Corn

the govcrr:.or, and 
·:e.1.lth Ti.·c-a.-,urer. 
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. JJ. B.\R-:--\E:--1: I,s it rct a 

r1_'Lp -1:!~~-: JVH: \( 1;; ;_,::::~u:ue ~h;lt ;:w c.:-~perts 
ha \·e not been coiHulted. 

8an 1;:. zrth .J~1ll(' b :-•·:tr>tl- J 

the Quc'CllS
Ek ha' been 

acting 
'Psland 

Bnnk _\rt:... 1916 to 
19Fl. nnd of ;1 C\ 11-~11·-, ·,m i··"·HL'd to nw 
in jmr . ..:ua~1Cf' thPl't_o0L 

haYfl rccn1th· J't'C-:'iYt'd an intirvati{Jn 
<-111 · :ta~ l:-0 •n cnt·--.red lntu 

i1k 

C'o..-c·runJ."Ilt of this ltrrtc 
nf th, Jth 

Federal 
of tho 

Ccmn1o1J.\", r~[!nk b,- tra..ns-
to that b nk. under cr'rt~lin con

d.itiollS, t:lP rf'1'1ti\·0 linbi1ities and a~·;et~ 
a nrl portion of the staff." 

in ,-je'\Y of 
llCt'd li'.1t read an",7 

!~latter--; \Cl'Y wuch 
hC>YC' oth0rwise 

tried sidP-
thnt 

The PT'E:.\fiEH: Xr1; I '-aid it is too stupid 
of Yen to a,;::snrno tl1at we ha...-r ne!- cnn2ulted 
the. c,fficcr -- --tho e::perts 

IIox. \V. IL BA H::\'ES: If it i.s !Do etupirl 
o£ to assume that_ it is apparently too 

o£ the Conll1Jic-;.sioner tu make tho 
~ hich ht~ made in hi.~ report. 

Apparently, there ue t,•,o etuvid people-the 
Cnnnnissioncr, v.:lw hr-;- 111ad~ a reference in 
print, and th0 PrerniRr, on f:e other hand, 
,1<;ho sL, tf,..:: it is :not corrc,·t. I wonld like to 
knew if thrl'C is :-.n~- ~oing back nov:. I 
Ruggef'tcd, in rcn1_y to an intnrj0ction where 
he ehargPd me \'lith hcinc; a shuill.Pr. that he 
v,·af' a d-ou,;le shuffiC'r. I do not kno1;; ~bat 
h0 hn-: not earned the titlt> to b0 ra.llrd a 
{:ham11ion ,}luffirl'. It "·C'f '1l~ tn 1110 that t!wt 
mn,- be the positio:J. This is not a bughi2>g 
rnattcr, bccau~o v;e arc handi11g oYer to the 
C'::.Innron\"."f'alth a YC'r:- i•-nport·.nt asset to 
Qnr~en~~1and. Sur:.'l-v, in r.n in1;1orta.nt nu!.tter 
1ik~· thjs then: shou,ld have b· 0.n consu!L~tion. 

Th~; TrtEASrREn: \Yirh \vhon1? 

Fiox. \Y. T-I: BAR~~ES: \Vith th( offic:cr3 
of +he dcpartmPnt. 

Th0 P"E::'I1IER: I s<.': ~-ou a rn. stupi ~L You 
a;:,sn!HC that there h~ts nc1t. bf't'n. 

lio:-;. V.~. li. IL\RXES: I hoxe proved 
that tlw I'r 'n'icr is stupiJ, bPcause the Com
!nis~loneJ~ of the Sav1n~s Bard;;: i!nplies that 
tw hac not be n consulted. \Yould anyone 

lll to-da.\- sav th~._t the- Treasurer 
c-...::pori '? V 

: I ~lnl glad to hear 
arc nHLn 

a;,] 

.::lJCrt. 
•:ith 
the 

(''JSG 

his 
that 

J'1~t !1 i'l' J'lltlJtiLg t:'!1d, 

on~n1cnt thev re tnakjng in the 
hn l_ll, L tO sec if tlw..,- cannot 
Ul.' re llHlk,- -l,'J lH·lp the1n over 
ri(__,. 

T}H' P.HF~1llLR: Do vou tJOt adn1it that th<>.ro 
i L.orc u1on::•y imn-.8diatc1y available f 

1Iox. \Y. II. BAB.l\~ES: I ach11it that, in 
:-:.rnne dirl'ctior,s, there is moro rnoney itnmecli
atcb avaib.ble, l.ut I thiEk I ::.hall bo able 
t·o ~hO"\L b~- an cxtrart frorn a previuus 
report, that it is only going to bo very short
liHl. Will the Premier, if I am 011 the 
\';Ton(' t,rack, tell the }louse, if tl1en~ has 
bec'll con--ult.ation. ·wllrt the result of that con-
sultation\\ ,:s; \Yas it in frtvour cf \Vas it 
v gan~ t tl1e pro;_),~.1.sal ; I hclicvc. if n~akl 
:~ny con:-oulta~ion .,_ ith the offic·~~rs of the 
dPpartmc·lt, it .,, __ d.S dead against the propc .~a.l, 
b0causo. if after consultation it had been 
fa\~Olll'a,blc, tlh: r.rrea;:;nuer ·would ht-:,Yc pub
Jiehecl it, and wo should haYO had it to 
streLc-ithcn the report which ho is n1aking 
to-day; but there was no danger of the 
'l'n:a~ut·cr Joing that kind of thiu~~-

Tht> PnE:1IIEH: The principal of the 
dC'~l<ll'trnent ~trongly rccon11ncnclcd 

IIox. \r. H. B)~_HI\ES: ..:-\r-.:, 1.e going to 
accept that off hand': \~~t-~ ""YCf0 told that 
the Coni!njssiouer strongl~, rcconHnc:ndcd it, 
but we find he did no'_ 

The PRE:\IILR: \Ybo told you thd? 

Hox. \Y_ H. BAH.NES: I foJlo"ccl the 
Prernier in tho earlier sta~es thts afternoon, 
in the direction that thcv had consulted the 
officers of the Snxings. :Bank, and the Corn
niissioner had recon1mench.d it. 

The PRE::'IJIER : ~o: I sa v vou \V ere stnnid 
to assume that c die! not" consult exports 
on the lll,attcr. 

Hox. \V. H. B~'I.RNES: Aud I say you 
\Yere stupid, if you did not consult e--zpcrts, 
not to have done :30. I cannot discu:3s tho 
details of tho Bill on the second reading; 
hut, ap~Jarcntly, this Blll is out to 
ratih· tho agreement with the GoYernor 
of die f'cH11lnonwcalth Savings B:.:nk, to take 
0ffcct fron1 30th .June last, and, apparently, 
it, has bLcn in operation slnco that tirne, 
subject to the confirmation of this Hon·e_ 
I ,.L1nt to knO\Y who mon:d in connc-rtion 
•. ,-ith this Dill. Was it the goYcrnor of the 
Co!nmon\n~alth Dank, Sir Dennison =.'vljller, 
,,·ha JTIO\~ctl or tlw Treasurer? 

The PmDIIER: H originated at tlJc Trea
surPrs' conference, and wJ.s brought forvvard 
Ly Mr. \Vatt, tho Federal Trco.snrcr. 

I-Iox. \V. FL BAUJ\ES: I am ohliged to 
the ho11. gentlcrnan for rnaking that suggt:s
tion. I ren1e:nbor that thore wns a confer0nce 
·~xh0--r1 l\11'. \Yatt \\ s the Tr• aSHl'('f of the 
State, and he ,ya-: dead flgajn:::t the transfer, 
hut I prc'3urne th·,' positjon "\Yus ch8nsed 
brf':tnso ho \vac- the Federal Trc~sLucr. I a~k 
the Prernicr, when ho comes al"mg through 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.J 
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his Treasurer und asks u;; to s\val1ow this 
Bill, what has been the attitude of the other 
States iJC connection with the proposals of 
Sir Dcll'l~ilon ivliller and the Connnon,,' cJ.lth 
Bank? 

The .PnEMIER: .At least one hns 
mat/ d. r~,nc1 one or t•.~.·u other~ a1·e 
tho mul~er. 

I I. R\R~ES: Y cs, ono. 
of Tasmania has ccrLtinlY 

line: lmt. at coufercn 'S ·I lwYe 
about those propo,als ha,-e 

11 \Yith a thud ln.- th • Yal'ICJ:1S 

bcC!lli::-c thev f(,l~ 
ont> of th1..!. rrw +

\Yho i 
State goi11g to 

( .dth going 
\'\' :-; Ulid 

·when the lE'C\ i -)u·..: 
t.-) the' th( 1 1 

GoYernnH:nt. nHic ~r of the GoYClT1111Cl.:t 
mado thi, taton1ent, an:;_onfJ't other t1lin::s---

f;Omc ~,·cars the an10n11t of the 
Fund Und 75 per cent. of the llf\\ 

'·" onld be quite inadeqnate to 
nH'Pt the cnsh rrquiren1cnts of the State:", 
consequently either a larg(_\ OYcrdraft 
··would Jun~ L, bo arranged for, '·;hich at 
prc:-ent \Yo·_lld cnst fit least 6 per ccnt., 
or l(J~t.liS rti~cd at a ccst cf 44 per cl'ut.'' 

I hrvc here a report v.-hich ~l1o1Ys distinctly 
that~ although n1oncv "'\Yas the-n cheaper than 
it is tlOIY. it w tS thovgbt by th<o offi\ ·=:rs of 
the cleF"- tmcnt that eny of the )Jroposals 
which V:'cre being 1nctd0 in conn"ction with 
the St~Jto SaYings Ba11k v:r-re going to be 
disastrous to thl' St. tc, I am pl'cparcd to 
admit that the Tn"asurer this afternoo11 
detailoU ono or two of the losses which \'\ere 
suggested by tho accountant at that time; 
but, while that is so, the position bas not 
improYed since then, but has rather been 
acoentuz,ted in every direction. 

The TREASURER : You cannot compare them. 

HoN. W. H. BAHXES: "What is the 
po~ition under this Bill? I say that the 
State will be an absolute loser, and it wiil 
be the greateot loser in th:>t it is going to 
lose th?' control of the Savings Bank. Let 
me hark back. 'l'!w hon. gentleman, speak
ing this afternoon, \Yas good enough to say 
that, at the. time of the encroachment of the 
CommomYealth Government, he thought they 
had made a misbke in coming into the 
business in the way in w·hich thf'y did. 

Tho 'l'l1E\SURER: It is only my opinion. 

HoN. \Y. H. BARNES: ::\lv opinion 
coincide") with the hon. gPntlcinan'S. 

Tho Tm:ASFRER: Then I think I rnmt be 
wrong. (Laughter.) 

Ho''· \Y. H. l3AH~\'ES: The hon. gentlc
nHtn -·1. V" hP tnust be n1ng. The fact. 
re11ains that at thaJ pwdicnlar tin1e a 1nost 
strenr:ou, fight Y .~.s pnt up in ordc-T to retain 
the S~~- vings Bank bu·~inE~s. The hon. gentle~ 
man muct know that then and now the 
arrwnnt { f 1noncv held bv the is Ycry 
1nueh grcntc1· than tho · bv the 
Conll11;)U'.'."P:11th as Ltr a:; the ·Ba.nk 
i6 concerned. I 1-ras verv get all 
the information I po .~ibl,,: could in connection 
"\Yith thi"S pnTticular mah'.'l\ and I \Yrote L) 
the superint0ndent of the ConmomYealth 

in Drisbanc hirn f:~r ccrt·lin 
I-Iis , \\Thich i3 dated the 

23n_i :0-~0Y( ·,1lH:r, is a.s 1'o1lc:-ws-
,, Hefen·ing t.o your letter of the 22nd 

[Hon. TV. H. Earner;. 

instnnt, I beg to advise that the governor 
of this bank luts instructed n1e to furnish 
•,rou '':ith the inforn1ation a~ked for in 
~-our letter nnder reply. 
. " 1. 'l'ho total number of branches and 
agonci~._,~ in Quee-nsland as at 30th .J . ._HlH~ 
l:i"st . ·.IS 3ll. 

"2. The tor J 1nunber of depositors: 
2.S.721. 

an1onnt hY CH· c~l'cdit o{ 
the- 30th .JcuH', Ya'l 

the 

the Sa\·illg::! on pcgc 
of his an10llll1 ::.t :..nding 

tu the Quec-u"land Co'--rrnrucnt-
Sa\-iiH{:' Brrnk Fund at 30th ,}n:ne, 1920. IYtb 

£15.1'15,759, '· mpal'ecl \\ith £11,[98,440 al: 
the close~ of th._, previous financial .;:z..ar. ~rhQ 
(;'ornrni~~sioL•Cl' states that in purs;1ance of 

18 of tlw SaYiugB Bauk _Act;, this sun1 
y,cns h,_•ld, invP3tt!d. and used" fur cc:rtaiL 
purposi•;:;, I ne•') not. give the detaib lDPD 

tioned b\· the Uon1111i5sioncr, but I ma..v state 
that an~ong the ite1ns referred to in his 
rcr'Jd He 'tlw sum of £7,802.156 invested in 
Queensland GoYernmc•nt se . ...:nritica) and the 
•nm of £275.930 invested in Conunonwcalth 
V\ a.r loau sccuritic~'. At an:,.r ratr-! the posi .. 
tion is that 've arc going to hancl ovc1· a 
businc,s of £15,000,000 to tho Com,-,wnwc'alth 
Yvhich is running a busine·., of £3,000,000 in 
connection IYith savings bank deposits. 

The TREA.cl-RER: \Vhat is wrong with that"! 

Ho:;;. Vi. H. l3ARKES: The only thing 
wrong with lt i-; that the busin(- "' is going 
into the· hands of those' '.d10 aro incapable of 
spending 1 110 rnnnr:y lJ"operl~.-. The Govern~ 
nJeLt pntrticalJy say to the Common~ 
Wf'alth! "Yonr bu"~inc~., r:..n1oEnts to 
£3.000,000, our businc" mncunts to 
£15,000.000; ~-on tal-;:c lt.n The ComrnJ,;sioner 
is to be Joprin.,,l of his po·,itiotl, a, wa.-. 
pointed out by the Minister in hs second 
n ading spePch on tho Bill, nnd jt is. pos
sible that the Connni,.:,ioner nu1·v l'E'C81VC a 
certain Slll11 to go out. rfhc :\iini~tr:.· did 
not. stato the position as frankly as that, but 
that 1s ~]ractiCL1,llv what bis statcrn-.!-nt utnonnts 
to. " " 

The Pm:JlTER: The nosition is that t.hs 
Cornn1orrx(>alt-h h:-tYC tc~ take t.hc Cmn1nis~ 
sirJner oYer or proYidc bin1 with a pofiition 
cquiYalcnt "-ith the ol!o he has ocenpiod 
under the Shte Gon•rnment. 

Ho::. W H. BAR:\'ES: I 6ay tlnt a 
"'"·ho h:Ls Leen so long in tho Stah:'s 
had a right to lw considered. T,hc action 
taken b...- the Goycrn1ncnt in rnnnc(;t]on with 
the Corfn11i sinner of the SRYing·s B:1_nk is not 
the- san1e a:-5 th0 action taken b-v thu Govern· 
JnPnt. in conn·._·-tion with other Public scrYants 
111 direction~ .. ~-\.c:;. a nHttt0r 

1
0£ fac~: 

d1c of repncllation IS ahu.nctant~,- rnanl-
fcst, o!d officers 1re now berng dis-
mi' s<'d. All the of the Sa,-ings Bank 

to the Com,·ncw'n'aJth 
nre to he ~nvestcd in 

be t}w TrC!asureL 
c:ontro1 O\'Cr those 
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n1onc v~ and oYer a,dvancc l'(:con1ln,- nded tn 
he n1:H1c frorn the ft.u1ds. 

The PnE::\ITEH: K o: there i~ no dj ff(•rc;:L ·~ 
from the prc2Pnt arrang-crurnt. eXCl'pt. that 

is incorpol'nted .as a coq;ora
ptnTrJ:.,e-

approya.l 
GoYCl"llOl' ha Ye po r t J i'~, i..:e 
£5,000.0·'10 Saving5 13:1~~: ... funds. 
The hon. gcntlc::11an . t an c<1Tlicr .:-:tagc 
bYittcd 1no abont rnaking reference to the 
Gon.~rntnent going outside for loan rnoaey. 

Th(' TRr .spR~: R: I did not t-" it you. You 
\VCl'C t-~cjtting D10. 

Hoc;. IY. H. BAEL,ES: The hon. 
rnan h\·ittPd mC' fnl' ::JtJ IY<l3 

i blP for t lw C nv£>'11 ;n. 
Yet it i · n fa.d that 

ticular BiH they ~tre 1naking 211 
tnonc:, out;;;;idf', and to cn1ploy 

in thnt particu1nr ::_ :....•nnt'C, 
H:u nositio11 n.; far as thi:-; 

sur~ i ~concerned. The 
PXC'l'cdingly diffirult )DO th; thaJ tho 
Cov0l'llot· of O·w Comnwnn·calth Bauk 

gonl[~ t·J and all 
t,he. v "set~-- of tho_ Qnccn la11d qover~1ncnt 
S,;t\"ll!gs _i1: nK. vnth tlw 0Xf'cntion ot the 
bni!Jing- to which reference ha'~ b-en mado 
this r,fternoon. 

The PRE.:.HER: There are other exceptions 
also. 

Hm; W. H. BARNES : 'l'hc a;,cts of the 
Governrncnt State S:v.·ings Bank 

a re- going to be takPn over b~, th0 U overnor 
of tho Cmninon~YPalth Savings Bnnk. There 
i~ to lw •L d0po.~it at c dl i~: U('d by the 
q-ovcrno~. _of the, Corrnnon\',"{'alth · 
bank, inch. :i'( ugnJ·'" :-)j 

£?,772.000. Th~!rc 

TlH~ Tn :.o\S cru;:n : C OYf·L·nor:-: of bn nks nr'~ 
not tl·Ll::l]y u~1frir•ndly in i-LL->l' nJ;i;Lt.:r~. 

[5. ~0 p.nt.] 

'! You knm,_~ 
C"ll1DOt be 

CXC("''d the clr 

Hoc;. W. U. BAHNES: I think the hon. 
gcntl('Jnan is ~~Tong. In connc•ction ~: ith the 
nr w lmsincss. tl1cro can be no ,,~ithdrav,a!s 
unle --.. ns the hon. gcntlen1an s.tys. the busi~ 
m"' falls off to lh h an c:dPnt that the with~ 
dra ,\~a] exceed the dcpo3its. but the \Yhole 
thine; indicates that in this Dill we arc 
prarti( losing the greatest asset "\VG have 
in this \Ve are going to hand over 
that as~et to the Commonwectlth Government. 
It is only a step towards unificatiou. Perhaps 

wants to unifir.1Jion 
J SttlO hP out 
and 1t rnav be he 

some d,:_y to he the Fcclcrlll Treasurer, 
. now paying tho lvay for it. The 

!-louse f-hculd have something ver5 n1uch 
rnore definjte in connc-":tion 1vith the state~ 
1ner1t that wa; 111ade by the Premier ·with 
regard to th ~ 70 por can't. Let us no1, forget 
that tho pl'eYiou .agrocnH;nt which \Vas 
turned down provided that 75 per cent. of 
the llC\V rnonPy should be at the disposal of 
the Stntc GoYernmc·nt, whcroa:3 this ageee
n1c:-:t JH·OYick~ that the Statn shall roC'eive 
on!:,, 70 per er nt. If the Commonwealth Dr•nk 
is going to help the State in tho direC'tion 
i_L.licated bv the Treasurer, then ,,rhat is 
going· to be udono should bo clearly laid down 
in the Di' I. It shou!J not be left in the 
forrn of an 
o1· b~, tlw 
done·. T11c 

assurance 1nadc by fl8 Prm:nicr, 
that sometl!in~~ Dt 1y be 

:nld dea1ly and ,definitely 
.1nco ~3 to !Jo given by the 

Dank to t'he State. 
r:u~ T'PK~b"GREH: \Yn a·ro to rec~ive the 

£3,000.000 a' eal! in the Treasury. Read 
( l3u:sc 5 of the n~;rccrnent. 

Hoc-;. Yv. H. BARNBS: If I were to start 
r0ading cl~1n~e 5, the Speaker would puJl :mo 
np. 

The TRr:·.scr~l:!: 1::on are quite vvrong. 
di,tinctlv that that 

touched un,loss the with~ 
deposits. 

Hm:. W. II. KUl:\rES: The hon. gentle~ 
man wi!l haYe an opportunity at a later 
period of n1aki11g; any explanation he wishes. 
I not think that tho people of Quecn_,land 

dirccion in ,which the Government 
them in this Diil, and that it 

loss to the State of such an 
imporL~nt a ,S('t. I "~otdd rmnind hon. nwn1-
hf~r~ that it is the Srtvjngs Bank which has 
mndP pos--iblc a-th an('f's fDr v.~orkcr~' .chYcll-.
ings . .ach·ances to and 1nanv other 

[Joople of Queens
it has c,~en givon 

to the Government 
refer to the Auclitor

whco he points out that 
if it had not fm the 

f0<'ClYC'd 

Bank, 
a sorry 

The TRE:~::.::unr:n: '1~ou know tJ1at \OUr Go~ 
Yornmcnt hnd complete control of t'hr, honk, 
but we gaYo the -whole control to t'!:e Com~ 
n1is-;ioncr. 

HoN. IV. H. DARXES: The hon. gc:dlo~ 
man knows that that is not correct. Under 
previous GoYernmonts there were ~ertain 
trustees who had control of the funds of the 
bank. One of those trustees was the Speaker 

Hon. W. H. Barnea.] 
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lio:-.. 
IDflll j, 

to invcstrnent~ 
:nH~. PHE::'IIIER : They hnd notbing to do 

\Vlth 11!YC:-<tnlcnts. I v JS a rn-crnbPr of thnt 
boartl of and so \\·ere several 
vcars. nothing Y. to do 
\vith the inycstments. 

Ho:--:. \Y. IL BAR::'\ES: The, had to do 
vvith tlJC' inn .. ':-:tlllent of certain r;ione~-:3. 

Tlv' PH.E)IIER : ~ othing of the kir;d. 

lJo~. W. H. BAR:\1~S: This Bill ·vill take 
aiYay n ll thn rights of Qurcnsla nd, and will 
hand oYer to tho Commonwealth our most 
imrodant asset. If there is one thing from 
1vhich Queeusland snffers more than any 
other State, it is our distance from the centre 
of the Con1monv•calt.h Governrne·nt. P. ... gain 
and again bon. nlcinbcrs of this 1Iouso, and 
peopio outs1dc this Cha1nbcr) have com
plained that it has nut boon possible to get 
the C'.tr of the Cununon\Ycalth Gov~~rnn1ont 
qnirkl~, b0rausP \Y8 are at the~ extrcrne end 
of the continent, and yet this irnportant asset 
--thi~ Bnnk, which ~holds onr £15,000,000 of 
State uoney. from which the Queensland 
Go, ~:nFHPllt 1nakc a profit--is to be handed 
over to the Con1n1onwealth. 

Th0 J?RIDflER: ~0. 

IIo~. \\~. 11. BAH:"JES: I am prepared to 
ad1nit- that thP TreClsurcr vvill receive a share 
of tL __ \ profit~ on HC\Y busint·~s. 

The PBE~ITI:R: \Ye will retain the old 
profit', ho. 

Hox. \Y. JI. BARXES: If t~,e House 
pnc:.' t]J1s Bill, it. \rill be doing Quc:0nsland 
an .Jluto injustice. To uso tht' Treasurer's 
o·yn worch it will be parting with tho birth
right ~)f QnE'('nsland. It is the bank 
pc·op1c of Queensland, and it is 
unf,·.ir that this lcgislrtiou should 

::\Ir. FORDE (1/ockh.~rnpton) : It 1s some
"\:vhat di":,tre:'"·ing to listen to the carping 
rriticisn1 of t'hc hon. ruember for Bulimba. 
It is a 'vondor to me that he cannot rise 
abovo mere parochialism, and look at such 
big questions fron1 the national viewpoint. 
He tells us that he is a supporter of a party 
which is designated the ~ational party. 
It is n<ttional in name only. ?\o doubt, 
th~ hon. gentleman would offer the same 
objection to the Uommonwcalth having con
trc.l of the Post Ofi1ce, of the Customs, and 
of Defence. He stated to tho Premier that 
th,• plr,ent Government have repudiated 
their obligations to certain public servants. 

Hon. vV. H. BAR~ES: They are doing it 
llOIV. 

C\1r. FORDE: The hon. gentleman was a 
member of a GoYernment thBt repudiated its 
obligation:; to putlic servants to the extent 
of £55,000 in the matter of automatic 
increases. 

Mr. S!ZER: This Government are doing 
that at the present moment to the police. 

Mr. FORDE: When the present Govern
ment came into power they honoured the 
obligations which had been repudiated by 
the Denham-Barncs Government. Howeyer, 
that is by the way. I am one who believes 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

and th; t it is a 
I bdic\·c that, 
, p_~-~·ty _inu;o

Bunl.c b11l Hl tc1~ 
in 1912, they did 

enough. They should haYc pro
fa~· the nntionnli~ation of a11 banking. 

rhe !hat Bill ,,-as before the 
• ; 

1 
Parlia~;?cn~ .. ~ a,tionali~ts !il~~ 

Jo·C'nh CooK aud ::SJr ..:-l1frea Deakn1 --~ua 
tLctt the~ -r-ime \Ya-; inopportune to cstabli~h 
a Cr'n!i!lOH\.·calth Ban:;;:. 

said it ~.-.as dctrin1ental to the best 
of the people of Australia. They 

~~ant the pcor)le to control their O\Yll 

brrnk. Th>... Con1n1o1nYealth Laboar party 
should ha Yt: n1ade proYision for the nation
ali~J.tion of all banking iu .._1\ustralia, .and, 
in nty opinion, they should hav-e llHl.dG pro
Yision for the nationalisation of all insurance 

well. I t 11ink that Lotl~ banking ar!d 
::i,YSt<':' . .:.ls shou1rl. be controlled by 

the one central authoritv in A~ustralia. Tho 
lion. ~l.r:drcv: Fi her {~o·J.s Prin1e l\linister 
"nd Tr·casurer of Australia at the time that 
th1..: Con1n10n\vcalth Bank vvas -~tartod, and 
he lent :810,000 to the Governor, Sir Denison 
:lriller. It is a ,,-ell-known fact that the Com-
1non1.vealth Bauk huci progressed beyond all 
expectation. That bank now holds as•ets 
aggregating £63,000.000, and its accumulated 
profit amounto to £2,756.000. Altog·ether the 
Lonll1lOll\Yealth Bank, \Yhich began ~its career 
ur.:.dcr a Labour rcgin1e amidst a ,,torn1 of 
Tun abuoe and belittlement bv the Conscna
tiyc: of At stra!ia, has pt\t ,;p an excellent 
rt'con1. I con..;id(~l' that the ConlniOllY\~ealth 
Ba11k stands <- ·, a lastillg n10l1Ulllcnt to thl
eill :'rpri:,E' and initiati \'e of the Con1111on~ 
"\vLalth Labour panv. Tho people of Queens
land h: YC' Hothing t~o fear fro1n this proposed 

\Y c ha ye operating in ~~us
the follo\\·ing banks-nan1cly, 

t h" Con1nl,'l"Cial Bank oi 5Ydn,· V ; the .A us
tr~lian Ba11k of Cotnln~rc8, Llmited; the 
BcJnk of Au~tra\ta; the Cornn1ercial Bank 
of Sydney~ Lirnited; r>c English_. Scotti"'h, 
aud A.u~tralinn Bank. Lin1ited; the London 
B ,nk o£ ~\n"=tralia, Li1nited; tlF Bank of 
::'\e\Y South \':alEo; the Bank of Queensland, 
Lin1ltrd; the Qucenslallcl l'\ational Banlc 
Limitld; the Cnion Dank of Australia, 
Limited; and the Commonwealth Bank of 
Austn lia. ThNe arc far too many banks 
operating in Australia. Thoro should be one 
bi"" bank; the remlt would be efficiency and 
cc~no1ny. and the people's deposits in that 
one bank should be made available to the 
people of Australia for the development of 
this great Connnon\Ycalth. 

::\Jr. COLLI~S: It is the one mistake th~ 
Labour party made when it did not 
nationalise bankin§l". 

::\Ir. FORDE: I agree ,,-ith the hon. mem
ber for Bo1.ven; it i:;; the one n1istake the 
L .. sbonr part-.;~- n1adc. IIowcYcr, we n1nst lea~'n 
bY cur mistakes, aud I feel sure that that l!llS
u:Le ,,-ill b.e rectified : t the earliest opportu
nitY. T!w donosits in those banks which I 
hr, ,:e jwt r f,,.;·cd ro amollnt"d to £224.766.000 
np to 3Gth June, 1918: a!lll the deposits for the 
year ended -30th Decend. '""r, 1918, a.n1onnted to 
£33,~91.000. On the 3ht December, 1918, there 
\\"as ~ r~proxiruatt·1y £130.000.0UO ...;_tandi?g to 
the credit of ~aYings Banks depos1~ors 1n tl:0 
yarious Savings Banks of Australia, and 1t 
worked out at an average of £53 13s. to each. 
depositor in Queensland Savings B~nk .as 
against £37 7s. 7cl. in Tory-governed VICtona. 
I submit that all that money deposited m 
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banks of 1-\Ll':ltr"llia ,hould 
for 

not go to 
\'.-e_, 1thy 

}lr. G. P. BARNES: I!o\v is lt hc·ing utilised 
llf;\',' '! 

I <-~o1l1 r:~L fled that this arnaJ
tho SaYings Bunk of 

Conunorn\ ealth is but the 
c·;;d of \Yedgo. 1,VB ·will ftnd t.hat 

('o:nnlfHnvcalth ,\·i !l LLko oYer all tho 
Sa Y;n!2':..; Banks frorn the other States, and 

will take oyer the who!<> of tho 
throughout Australia. It 

n1u.·~ "ODH' Nationalisation of insurance 
mr; ·t al~o \Ye know th~ l'('Snlt of St::tte 

nslund. \\7 e know that it 
a ,(n:· at sucre:-).·. The Labour party 

h"Yc alwnc-s stooJ for Stato banking and for 
Stutc jnsnranc{', and I fool certain that when 
dw Commonwealth Labour party gets into 
offics~ agnin that State insurance for the who18 
of Austrn lia must come. (Hear, hear!) \Vhen 
the Labour party got into ofl:ico in the Com
monwealth again we will find they will follow 
on the lin0' adopted hy the Queensland 
Labuur party in regard to State insurance. 

Mr. SrzER: The Labour party have to got 
into po\ff'r first. 

Mr. FORDE: I am qui to satisfied that 
hon. nu~mbcrs opposite will not get on the 
front Treasury bench. 'I'he people of Queens
land ha vo j "'t repudiated them. 

Mr. SrzEH: The hon. mrmbN for Rock
hanlpton will never get on the Treasury 
bench. 

)!_r. FORDE: \Ve will not ha c a di~
r~ut'~ on,:r that at the prcs_'nt time. I say 
that l will be there before the hon. mem
ber for i\unclah. I consider that this amal
ga.rnat-i.on of the Coinmonwealth Sa, ings Bank 
and the Queensland Saving:-5 Bunk is a 
LlGYe in the right direction. I wa::: pleased 
to knznr, n the Tn-msuror vointed out, that 
the agre·Pincnt is for the transfc::r of the 
Qu nsland bank's busines; for bventy-fiye 
ye:lrs, \vith the option of an exterwion for 
anotht _ twcnt) years. It is a1so plea::;ing to 
know that the rights of the ofl:ioers of the 
QuPensLtnd bank, frorn the Conrnissioner 
right clo,,-n to tho most recently appointed 
junior v,-il! be respected when the bank is 
hunJed oYer. I was also pleased to learn 
that the Queensland bank will rcceiYe 70 per 
cent. of the increased a1nount of deposits to 
be used for the pur·pos<e for which Tru et 
Funds are used, such as in connection 1-vith 
worker~' d·'\(_llings and what is. kno\Yl1 as the 
Agricultural Bank. I am glad that the State 
Go-.:Prn1nent vrill continue to manage the hvo 
sub~.deparhnents known as the vvork·ers' 
dwellii1gs section and the Agricultural Bank. 
I hope that the Treasurer will see that thes<' 
m a ttcr;; arc not in any way she! veJ. I fe·el 
sure that he will see to that, bec,tuse the 
peGp1.' of Queensland are looking out for a 
g!"~2.t housing, sr.h~me \\-hich should be pro
vi:,ccL a~1d tnc•:y nope to R0P a Inure up~ 
to-Uate und hyr·-ienlc systcn: of .housing than 
we h-' vc in this State to-thy. I ""m glad 
thot the GoYernor of the bank was broad 
enou~h to agree to the balanco of tho 
deposits, ai!1ounting to 30 per C.Pnt., being 
:inYef:tcd in the centrea vvhere the rnonev was 
deposited. That iR an important n1atte·~. It 
is important for the people of Rockhampton, 
because we expect in the near future to go 
in for an up-to-date water scheme and an 

0lectTificatiuu :-:chcn1e~ and in cour~c of tin1e 
nn irri~.!,'arinn cchC'JTIC. n:-Icar, hear!) The 
Hockhainpton City Council an~ no\; 
inC!' the qH(~Stimt of h~llTOIVing- lllOllCY 
thr_; Conunouwealth Bank for thl' ~e pnrpo'3cs. 

"'lr. t3REE~: \Yhat clause is that? 

:1b·. FOR DE: I am pleased to know That 
for 'I'oiYUs\·iJlc, who is .al.so 

, intends to borrow fron1 
rl1P ConlillOH\Vel Bank for publ.ic \Yorks in 
Tov·u, \:ille. Thjs Bill js a n1oYe in the rig-ht 
din'CL Pro-.-i~ion }Hts been n1ade for 'the 
u~o of deposits for the dcYe1opnl:'nt of 
Quceusland. I an1 suro that no notice will be 
tal:c~t outsido of thL carping criticLn1s of hon. 
1nC'lnbn·s opposite 

:.\Ir. FRl~: Tht'~· took notice at the election. 

:\h. FORDE: I feel sure that nobody takes 
a11y r->tic,.; of the hon. Hlcmb(_ for I{urilpa. 

~/fr. FHY: I increased 1ny rnajority three 
tirnes oyclr. 

:!'.lr. FORDE : It is certain that the 
measure' will be of groat benefit to G;)ueens
land: and I hope that tho House w!ll pass 
it through 1,vit~wut an:,- delay vdutteYer, and 
that the agro·emcnt will be ratified, and I 
also hope that jn the co1nsc of tiJ?-18 our 
"-hole banking and insurance systcn1 111 ~t\us
tralia will be m,tionalised. (Hear, hear!) 

:VIr. ELPHE\STOi\E (Oxhy): It seems to 
1110 that if one ""~.yant to judge a measure of 
this kind in its true pcrspcctiYe one n1ust go 
1·i<;l1l 1 ,ack ! o the root of things. I purpose, 
w~th the permission of the House, to refer to 
what is t.hP L<l bour part) :s objective regard
inp; unification. This n1easuro plays a v-ery 
in1portant part in that n1a.tter. 

OPPOSITIOX ::viEoiBEHS: Hear. he"r ! 

~~:r. ELPHE\STO;'\E: I ,·c•a-1 thnt :<t 
la:~t F(~(_h'r~! Lahc.nr CouYention--this 

Trnd!'s 
1 hat 
fvllo\ illg":-

h_,r l\luitJC'Ul'l16 
1no...-e:rncnts 

\YCle the 

S'.lf-go--;.-crnlnf,lJt of ...:\us
b:~ll' :) =-'\ o Pri Yy Coniicil. 

On' 1-Ion~e of R.C'prr-;rnta-
uf 100 n1e1nbcr~. :..To 

Sttltf';;:;, but ProYinci.:J ot' So,;ict G-oYern-
JW'dt.<s, o£ 1rhich Qneens1ancl "·as to 
po . .;;::-c::' four." 

ha.YP al .-a:cs argued that a p-er,;;:;on ;Yho 
y,·ant~ to get the trur idea of future legisla-
tion of Labo;u· ~·rnn1ents, both FederalJy 
and tlS regards State, 1vant.s to study 
~.~hat t."\e-5 plal' at these Labour ('on\'f'l1-
tions. (:Hear, h{;ar !) Iu To~v-nsYilL• last 
YC::lr '"'' ''{'t_· dcarh- ontlincd what is to be 
the ]r.n·Llrrt.ion tha't the Laboul~ partT.T are 
to bri~1n· for,, ard during thcjr tenure of 
the Go\ ~·r_:nncnt b(~nrhes. · Thc'y are hol Jin_g 
the rein~ of the Governn1ent here~ anJ 
111' ·,~iu111 of the lute Pren1icr, th'='Y ure 
J o:.tir.g gci t-in:; back the reins of Goverm:1H "1t 
in. the Con1n10lH\'C:Jlth. and \VC can sec 
clearly tlwt of tlwir intentions is tu 
at uu'ifica1:io!l rc:ndering sdf-goYenJrllCI1t 
in Qnc 'llSiand inopcrati,~l'. It is trulY .si2'11ifi~ 
cant--.it is almo't pathoti<'-thctt the 
GoYC·l'lll11f'ilt S :_y]n;J,'S B'u1k building W-Hc'C n 
;_,t the time of thd- election to at;peal t<J the 
olortors to retain sol£-goycmmont for Queens
land. (Opposition laughter.) In this meGsure 
\VC see the fncilit;es:, for handing OYer this 
State banking business to the Cornn1onv f'-_dtl11 
Gu1;ernmcnt, or knocking tho £r:::t nail in 

Mr. Elpht:nstone.] 
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coflin 1n the n1~tt:,_•;_· of ~n\~ing 
_·H-c:ny;:•rnmfnt +o the Conl

·;,,m, to me to h<' the 
vYhich 

~ t is . t 
clans(•-; of 

u ~7ccn1ellt step by step. 
LookirH.!' <lt the proposal fro1n 

Yi('W, I ('HJlllOt h"lp 
J\Iiil-c_'r fol' his 1n 
an -'1nent 

bwincss for 
busines.;; 

~) That is the 
ha\·e, and I can anit" unde-r'·trrnd 
r .. n1cs about that tL(~ Corn1nissioner for the 
St 'le bank vvas not con· ulted in this pro

beca-use it is quite obviou"--<t~ thB 
of the X atlonal par~.;,· l>Dintell out-.. -

\Ve h:1c1, on the onn hn nd, a n1an ~. ho 
kul~w his busine"s ( nnfcrring \vltb g-PHtkmen 

the othnr hand who were nermoated V• ith 
one d{'-:ire of sc.oner or~ 1-a.t(!r handing 

oYer Q.ucensla11d's sc:H-governlnPnt principle. 
a r-esult of that, \V8 sf'~· the agreement 

is before us at the present 1nomcnt. 

There is one point with wl1ich th" Trra· 
~urcr did not deal when outlining this 

It is not only handing oyer to the 
of tho C{llrnn.)n\,calth Ba:l~~ all 

bu~inc:::" nf the Goy{'rnn1cnt, but 
t:H~ tlau.;;0, if I ren1rrnbcr rightl:,.~. it 

giY~-"' into thP hands of thP Con:.:!.non·.· .'a~th 
B·wk ,Jl the ftctations of Queemlan.! loans 
in the futuro. 

Th-e TnEASVHER: Qui to so. 

:V,Ir. ELPI-TTXSl\-):'fE: That lS an 
i!nportant fact. 

When the Bn,nk of 
agrpcn1, nt expires in 1930 a.nd th, 

Quccn:;;land I\ ational agreement next .1 une, 
[l]l cur buf"int·.:-s -.;··ill be given to our O"\Yn 

Coi'Y!!1lonw.eal-th Bank. 

Mr. ELPUI:'>/STOXE: Anmnc y·ho reads 
tht> ~1 grcPrnent. can sc0 that qUite c~early, but 
I am son·y that lhP Treasurrr did not point 
to thnt vc·r:v impo_;:tant feature \,·hen he· ,,,-as 
;addrc,·-:;ing the I-I1JU"f'. I --want to deu t with 
that 1natt:cr, and show you, ~lr. S1Jcaker, 
and. thr that t~here R.l'C \Yeuknesscs in 

-thnt One poht T vYant to stress 
t 11at n jn the agrccn1cnt giYI.-; to 
2bt!"o Go\-crnnv::nt hcr0 50 ner ~cnt. of 

',rhi{:h nrise fro1n ... the ro:rnbincd 
'Sns of t]w,c two banks. b:1t I 

... ,L .. ~.--, to 50 ]101· cent. of th" 
Cmn 1nt_,n-.,yertlth Bank is 

out of tlw flotation and 
J{'~:d lu -~ns in London. 

?d~. ELPHI:\STONE: Of course, ihe hon. 
rn ,\l1cr would. lie shov·cd his financial 
ability and husiness capacity by n1aking ahso· 
lut<> chaos of Queensland finances in London. 
(Disorder.) Vie can seo in this agreement 

[ lrf r. Elp.hinstone. 

and financial 
State TreastUI.'l'. 'That 

rcn--.on --\dl:V this. agrec1ncnt 
.to. 

Tht' TRE .. ·~cau:E: Do you seriously con~ 
tonc\---

::,lr. ELPili~\STO?\E: I a1n n 
c-ontend --1~1ything; '';-ith you. I a1n 
tr> ddn __ '"E'i the SpcJ,\-cr~ not Uw hon. monbcr. 
Th~ rr1

RE.\S1)REH: I(ecp cooL 

1\b ELPili~STO:'fE: I mn quite cool. 
l hor;o that the hrm. member will keep cool, 
but I "'0 evidences of flurr,\· on the other 
c irlc of tb: liouso. I LLm going to s~rc s that 
point I bavr~ rnadt·. If you look at the 
. \ tFli tor~Gtncral's re~~ort) you ·will Gnd that 
the 13a~k of EngL~ nd ruadc a profit of £5,000 
out of the £2,000.000 loan, about ·vd1ich thero 
v-rus such a grc'at song a :--car or two r..go. 
Thn failure of the CoYcrnrncnt to raise 
further ]oans has been a wonderful st:..rpriso 
to thmn. I rcrnen1bcr conL,lentingJ ancl l "\vjll 
do it again, that the wh--~ tho Labour 
Government 

n 
ancl ca~t 

HU"\11 -.,, ho cmuPs along and dL'r::; 
quite obviou. that the r 

I opened 1ny spe>:>ch arc 
gcntlcucn see qni1-c c1t:trly tl•at 

domn as 1 .:elf-govcn1ing 
not bv tlw London ilnanc-icrs, 

gcetlmTicn who aro seeking refuge and 
>catc in the Federal House. (GoYctnment 
interjections.) \Ve soe some of our youngest 
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and 
shnJ.· 
of t!H_' 

nh n:.bers s;Qd.:.iug to 
o:t: the GoYl'nlnJPllt 

hc_ard our 
a 

l1 'lllH \Y[l.S lll 

an<i (•\en rhat. of the 
aud ·we have scPn verY 
the onhr- b\T-('l<'cl ions v.:(. 

thls last· Pal·Jianu:ut 1n~n~ 
1cctions cau;:.;ed b, the rctil'cnH~ut of four 

:viinistcrs of the Cro\rn. 
The rfRK\SUP.ER: rrhat is not a crillll'. 

:1Ir. ELPl-II:'\STO::'\fE: It is not a crime 
bnt it is sig·nificant. (Opposition laughter.) 
The crin1c is, that the uspirations aud dt~slrcs 
and ambitions of these gentlemen should be 
all m• ed to interfnc with the <kstinies of 
Queensland fron1 a banking point of vie\'L 
(Hear. hear!) That is the crime, and it i•·· 
obvious to rne that these gcutlen1en are sirnply 
playing up to tlw irnportance and aggra.ndi6e
mcnt of the Commonwealth to the detriment 
of the State, simply because they sec all 
their future hopes and moans of fnture 
political aclvanc,·ment lie in Federal politics. 

Th0 I-Iol\m SEf'HET.\RY: You are giving u"' 
hope. 

Mr. FRY: It is the last hope. 

(Sitting susp1 wled from 6 p.m. till 7 p.m.) 

Mr. ELPHE\STO:'\E: One of the arg\'l
rnents thnt the rrreasurer advanced in his 
preface to this l3ill •vas that amalgamation 
,,vas going to effect cconorr1y. 

ThL TREARUlEH: It must. 

:'~Ir. ELPHI"'STO"iE: It is ver<- much 
better. in this inst·mce. to look ·for the 
grc.ltcr aclYante~gos which a State bank \VOuld 
give. I prefer competition, and to those 
gentlemen vvho preach economy bv the 
amalg·:u11ation of thcsr~ tv,o sen-iccs-Fcdcral 
and t:)tatc--may I ask them vYl1:;· it is they 
have not exNcised that princ·iple in the 
amalgamation of the State and Federal rolls 
where there is plenty of room for the Pxer
t isc of economy? r:rhc allS\YCT is pretty 
obvious, that the Federal roll svstem does 
not pcnpit of the cxiotencll of 6S,GOO ghosts 
whc'rc.ts the State roll does. and, therefore, 
it does 11ot suit hon. n1t~111bers opposite to 
cxerci.~e peono1ny \Yher0 the amalp;arnation of 
the rolls is concerned. bnt ·. here it is matter 
of the a.rnalgan1ation of banks 1vith a vie\v to 
glorifying the po ... itions which theY are look
ing forward to oc~upying at no distant elate, 
then_, of course, the argnnlf'nt ( .c:tn bo 
a<hanccd. \Yr' frpqncntly hear the statement 
DHLdP tbat the Connnon\n~alth of ~\ustralia 
has too man:, Parliaments. and possibl:.- on 
a population hasi:;: that argurrimJt "'>Yonl(1 hold 
?:ODd. lmt the real evil lies in the f;:v t that 
'''e haYe not r•nough people here. Tbd·e are 
non(· too rnan:v Parliamc~nts for a huge 
<'Ontincnt such as is 0n1braccd in the Col11-
momvcalth of Australia. but where the great 
evil Pxists is in the fact that \VC have not 
an 0·thin?: like sufficient people. It is to bo 
hoped that at no distant date \W will h>tve 
a !~a c1onalist Government in Queensland, 
·whPn a sy-.teJn of i1n1nigrahon is goin~ to be 
Pncouragc,d on an Prono1nicalh~ sound basis. 
Then we shall find that a St,;.to Parliament 
is nor(''"~·arv and v~·e should rcm{•lh~ that 
anomaly ''"hieh 0xists to-day of a huio con
tinent of the size of Australia only popnlated 
by a handful of people. I havo also referred 

1920-Q 

tn tb-· fact thxl: I can sec no l'C'<l:'OlJ "\~.hY \.\, 
--h0~1Jd thP f1otation of O!ll' loal1s in 
( ir\' 't to t!1c C'onnrtollwealth BRnk. 
1 ~ ir L ul bc('H :-:;ho~-·n tlutt b,· this agreernent 
ilw goi11g to ~hare in tlw profits 

of thcs" lornt~ in Londm1, I 
i~. ~\ T pointed our, rhG 
n~ade £5,000 frmn rr kind 

of th<' la't £2,noo,ooo loan 
fl(;flt0d iu r.o:ndon. 

Tl!t• TEr.\~it:RER: The profits 'vill re1nain 
in Au~trnlia. 

1\fr. EL PHI:'\STO:'\E: It is quite obvious 
tlu::r t,h(' Governrr1011t hope'" to shelter under 
1-he ·wings of tho Cornmonwcalth, ~,~hich, 
fortunately, is controlled b,v a ""ationali<t 
Go,~ernrru:nt a11cl wherP sanctit-:, of contract 
is safeguarded, when they go on the London 
monc'y market for a loan. I would point 
out that the Commonwealth is c;oing to 
male., consic!crable profits out of Queensland 
in the floiation of these loans. It also has 
to be borne in mind that during the next 
fh-e year.; \H' have somGthing like £28,000,000 
falling due for renewal, cc·rtainly not redemp
tion. 1Jccausc .,.e cannot redeem them. Just 
faney tlw commission the Cmmnonwc Jt.h 
Bank arc going to make out of the renewal 
of £28.000.000. not taking into account the 
JH'W loans that will be floated in the intcval. 
If vve shared in the profits the Common
wealth will make on thcMl loans then there 
v·,,mld be some rceson whv we should embrace 
this Commonwealth l3ani{ propoml. Perscn
ally. I prefer that we should lf'ave the con
duct of onr loans in London to the Bank 
of Enrdand, and n1:~ reasons for that are 
sc.-Pral. The chief one is that the Bank of 
Eng-lrtnd knO\,·s all about loan flotation in 
C~r0at Britain and on the Continent. It has 
bnd C'·,_'ntnriPs of oxporicnce in this crfniH ...,_ 
tion, 1-vhereas, 1 (jUc:::tion very n1uch 1-vhPther 
th0 Commonwealth Bank l1as floated a ~ingle 
loan on the London nuu·ket. It is quite r:c\:Y 
to the g·amc and as the Premier has found 
out. thf's.P '1\ onld-bE~ flnanC'icrs ne1v to tbo 
g-nm,c rccp-i_yp ~ome Yf'r~~ hllrd knocks '>Vhen 
they go to London, ancl that doubtlcs· will 
l-11:.> tlw PXPE'riPncc of thn Common\YCa lth 
Dank. If the flotation of loans in London 

cr0 left to the l3ank of England. Qur>Hs
TJroperl~r goYcrncd and not reqnin,d to 

shcltror under the Commonwealth, v oulcl get 
" Yf'ry mnch better s~rYicc 

Th0 PnE,rTFR: Do .-ou sav tl10 Common-
wc<tlth Bank has ncvc;. float~d a loan? 

1\Il'. ELPHI:\'STO:'\E: I may be .,, ron~. 
The TRF •.s CRER : You He. 

Mr. ELPHT:\'STO'\E: \Yhatrvcr the~' ma,v 
haYc do11c in the floation of loc.m thc·1r 
PxpPrif'ncn is only infinit,.~irn(Jl con1parcd 
with the expPriencr of the Bank of Engbnd. 
Tht: Dank of Enuland kno~,,·s lts busincs" and 
ha.::i n, Ycrv much greater clientclt:'. ~U1(l. as 
e,-cr\~onc kno"'\Ts, the Bank of Englc:!nd is 
one of t!w '(r< atest banks of the Empire 
to ,,.hich "'" belong, and why should vrc turn 
thr Bunk of Enr-;Jancl down unlPss thrre 1s 
bn~ine~s in it? If thf·1~0 is bnsinf'-;" in it 
well and l'ood. but if there is not, I src no 
scntiinf'ntal reason for turning the Rank of 
Eng1and down. when. as I nnint, Ollt tl10ro 

rr obTions Rrlvant?.~cs r.·,..:ociatl'd """itl1 trn:;.,t
ing tlw Bank of En?:land with the conduct of 
on\~ f11h1rf' lonnR. Anothf'r point I \\·ish to 
strrs~ ls thi~: In n1~' opinion a t\YPnt:--Hvo 
\'f'tlr~' nc;rc,.mf'nt- i::; fnr too long-. T\YP" tv
{]yp v0nrs i;;; n]most :ts good as- nerp·~tr:it.~v. 
becat;,C 0nce VYC gd into the method' of 

Mr. Elpliins!,.Jr.e.] 
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c·ntrusting our financial affairs abroad in 
the hands of the Commonwealth Bank, and 
it exists for twenty-five years, it is pretty 
obvious that we aro not going to •alter it 
and it is almost more perpetual than the 
perpetual h asr;::, '"hi eh the GoYornmunt hang 
out as being as good as freehold, !Jorause 
twenty-five years really means in perpetuity. 
I quite conceiye to hon. gentlemen occupying 
the Go'.-ernment benches at the present 
moment-·.Yhich th<:v do bv accident-that 
there arc advantage'\ asso~iatod \vith the 
rcmoYal from the Govcrnrrwnt Savings Bank 
of the control of the conduct of the finances 
in connection "-ith advances to settlers and 
worker'J' dwdlir<gs. It has b0en a bone of 
contention arno,.gst hon. rncmbers opposite 
th1t thci1 nolirical influence has been of no 
avail as regards the Con1n1i~"'ioncr of the 
State Savings Bank. \Ye haYc often heard 
it stated in this House that this Commis
sion<'l' is deaf to the plcaJings of politieians, 
a,nd that is one of the reasons whv the State 
Savings Bank has been so succe~sfully con
ducteJ. and in that direcbon lies the future 
sah·L,tion of n~any of tho St8to enterprise-, 
As ~oon as they <HP rentoved fron1 the con
tto} of politiciclns and from the cxcrci~r, of 
tha7, pressure >Yhich they bring to bear on 
btate cntcrprisf•s, so soon 1vill the·· start to bn 
succf'~sfnl. Xo1v \Yh:•t happ0n3 under this 
Bill' It mPans that thP control of the 
adYn.nct.·s for 1vorker ' thvollings '\vill pass to 
tl-_e \Ynrks Depa.rtn1ont, and it 1ncans, there
fore. that instead of being con~rollf'd by one 
dor-~11nntinrs hr _td it going to hav0 scvcnt.y-
hvn din,ctors '-~·ith thP pulling of strings 
vvhic1· 1vc knnl.\~ gors on in connection 1.,-ith 
Stnt(' enterprise g'Pllf'ral]~Y. I vvonld l0ave 
it ·where it is if the bank were allowed to 
( ontinuc i.L seprll'ate e-::idencP as it is to-da:v. 
If the (-;-oyer!LLH'nt are rnaking ihe n1iv.:kn 
of extinguishing the 1 :~.nk it 1s obvious that 
one nli~-takc rcttuirc~ 3f:YC'T d others. r.rhat 

\YE' hnxe :::.ecn px:nrc;;sed and practjscd 
through the whole programme of the 

Labour CovPrnrnent. T'hP\' st:-~rt off by 
altog,.thcr disregarding- HiP clru1Pnts o.f 
h~u:t<-:.n nahirP ma1 go on perpehuding 
mi:;;Ltkc~. 

The TRF.A.SFRER: It only recently came 
ur:der thP ba11k. 

r. ELPl-IT~ST:J::".:E: 

easv to 
during the t\"'.'O or ~thn•e :v~( :'lTS ·QueE.'ns-
hncl will controlled by ]'\ ational and 
Furmet,;' forces, n.nd the Cornmonwealth may 

[111r. Elphinstone. 

b<.:: r..._;ntr'llL~d lY',· I -. bol_lr fnr( ~. 
if \\P < 

P~Lit 

l cr,n 
extl'1""'_.lC' in it. ndn1i.,. th tt 

onP ,,-hich should be considered 
pnrely non-party point of Yic~,-) A,nd 

::~omo Dlt•nlbcrs orJ this side 
take a contrary view to 

cxpn··-":i(~d. HciYCYcr, that 
and I havn In\' reasons 

fc~· 1or~ning jt. I ~Ycntnr.;_":! ·· there is 
a c-~rtaln ClLlC!U',t or ~ouna iE \;rhtd 

1 haYD stated. Tlwre is only one thing which 
stand-. ont par tn1uunt abr1' all orhcL·s, a.ncl 
that is th(~ giving up o:. the rdinrp.ti~hing of 
f2uc-L1 n~land's Etatf' rights td a Common~ 
wenlth Go;·ernn1c•.t. l Gee no reason for 
doing that at the present jnnrturc. In fact, 
I 3£'•) grLat da.nger associatod with it~ and 
\vhcn ott1cr proposals a.re brought for\vard 
this bunk agrocn1cnt w·-ilJ bn {•Jntinually 
quoted <lS a prccr ;cnt of \vh L•' done 
0nlv recPutly one of tlr• 
~:ct\e sufficient attraction in 
r_~pc:::l r.. bL' nch hero. 

r. !-\:.rH\Y.\.X: Afior ('Jl tl~C' Opposition 
! 

1\Tr. l~L!1H1:-;ST():.';E: \Yell DO\V, let 1ne 
itb that of it. I a.H1 net a 

:·c~·· tht~ futut~· cf Qw<;ns-

:_LPIII~STO::\E: I Yvill \~:"hrn 
to :my rt'~· son vou probably 

witbdr~ny that inYitation. · (HNLr. hear~) In 

sho"\V5 
\Vonid a·dvi~e a rnan to 

'.dwn the rnarkt:t i.:; at 

about as 
it can be: 

dt'ctionR 
that: and 

in Rnd 

r_ ;}llc to f'Jnl('" to 
arc 1t thf-~r 

cc1,n ~h.-~re in tho pros
to DLC\~1 'Yi~h th

1
0 

cornrnon- f-'!nsc OC'vt rnrnontJ sur_n 
in Qu<'enshmd. To a 

<,oinr:; to let:t\'O Queens
et the 

ind~TIT!f 
~that is 

~f'rlSO 

rrnd 
sho\~' hu::;:nc-s~ "<'t.nr:cn 

advic"- to • ·,Trr\'one 
Bnd hf'11) ln~ th"' 

Gov rnn~ e:nt. I hone 
~i:!'C 'TC'ly nwnv will ta!;::f' advantage -of 

ThD banking in::-.titution I 
ran rNld ~.:1n Gi,csns of 

tJH' 'CS th1.t t.hi is the tinE: to 
land tO establish its bu inw,~, 

it can get its house in order ready 
pa.rt in the boon1 vvhich i'3 Uound to 

as soon as this Goyernment are 
out end the National and Farmers' 

Government arc installed, "·'ith the help of 
the great season which is in front of us. 
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Th~ t ~ is rny fl';tnk 
a11n _l COl1llHClH1 to 

1--l .ll~C' tlte Yi( ',\"rJ l 
hc'a :' 

position, 
of the 
tHra.r, 

i- [! HOU-] arty 'iH 

of i h:ts L_•en 

our pz;.n:- this 
<- s!llgle '-Yord 

nH·n1ber 
i,, h·l;:,,d ro YCHC one Y•::tY or 
Fo:t· J·.y part _;_: 1":>hali vote a~alnst 
tLr:1--

0
11lC'l',) 

~lr. Kmw.~x: Uh. Crl'at Scotr. ~ 

flr. BEBBl~'~UTOX: 
n1 y l'l•a.·ons. Fir;:;;t 
th'e iir~t 2tcp rhat 
pradi< ·dl~; disnlClnbcr 
'Jecond. lion. n1en1bcr" 

oJlt..T. 
the Dill. 

Hon. T .. J. H.:. an going dov;n to }lelbonnw 
to a Prcrn1er.s' Confereuce nnd co1ning back 
rrncl. introdncing i11to this A~~ernbjv a· Cmn
nron" oalth ]Jov Cl':) Bill which \H;uld hav·~ 
stripped C~ueen.;;land of pr;_td-ical1_y- all i · 
power a.nd all its libcrt.y. 

I\lr. BHEXXAX : That \\·as a \;·ar :::ncu:3urc. 

1\h. Dl<:BBI:\"GTOX: Thrrc >Y<l' no war 
And ~t would havt' left (2uC't'nsland 

dH~ P,ositivn of a ;3h1n· eounc1). That is 
JHC 01 t!lc r:=;-·.':;on~ \Yby I ant gnlng to vote 
ag,1:h.,t t1 ' BilL i;:; the ~pr,Jr:d ntternpc 

ill this l-1onse to bri11g 
::.'\cnY. v-hRt \YUHld lJ' t.hc 

Th-- hcu. LlFilLbc-r 

LL~ 1n< ~1"~3h J in thi:· 

I\1r. K_lR-\·.',~: "ircs: b_• is li~,tening. 

l\lr. 
1s a ~ 

j)OY.t~t", 

ot Sydney. ~\s 
of C1e LaLour part>,-, l 1\0~lder 

is i hat Bri:-.o:baw pcoplt'u vult' fnr a 
f:tyonr~ nnifie~ttiou und is 
down to 1lu~ pt,:--itiotl of 

of Snln<'V. That · 
\Yhicl{ the· 
to cunsidcr 
I'h" 

to 
fin 

:·,killS( t1H' 
Bri:::lJn.ne in not 
that. onre -:n' 
bonn1e and 
th0 SC!ll1,,: 

far 
Federal nwn1bcrs 
thing. 

The TRr 1Sl7RER: Oh, yc1 _: th0y can. 

l\lr. BEBBIXGTO:'\: Thcv are ~'cactlv in 
the san1e position a3 we ar~ to-dav on~ this 
:,;i,dc--nothlng counts bat Yotes in "tho Corn~ 
1nunwralth .Parliarnent, tho ~.an1c us in any 

, IYhen Sydne:;~-- and_ 11clbourne join 
togeti~Pr rule the Lonhncut of Austra~ 
lia, and keep eYcry other district under their 
thumb. I oppO'c'd the Commonwealth 
f'o~,,·rrs Bill ;,·hich the Laboqr part;,' brought 
m, bee a use it \You id have reduced Queens
land practi< ,tll v to the leYol of a shire 
council. I an{ opposing this Bill on the 
saHH: grounds-n"melv, that· it is ono of the 
Ill·;:;_t mca:ure:- to d.isn10J11ber l-{uee11sland, 
and to bnng about unification. 1--Ion. menl
bt'b oppcbito know that Qtwcn land would 
not ha~-~ tLllJication in one rneasurc, so they 
an~ l::ll\:ill6" onr: power and thon another. 
How is it ihrrt Korthcrn n1crnbcrs, instead 
of going fur a State of their O\Vll, aro hand
lug oveL· nwrP power to the Conirno:rnvea.lth 
Go\·c,nnncut ': l would advise thern not to 
Yot~ sue 1 a Biil a~ this. If they want 
a new in the X orth, let them keep all 
thy powt:r thev <an ln Quf"~nsland, and thoy 
w1ll hnYe less trouble. ..Another reason why 
I oppoe<' the Bill is tlmt it interferes with 
tlw lir~t plank in the Countr:v party's plat
fonn--co-olJt:rative rnanufacturc. Hon. n1en1~ 
bus \\~iJl rccolie<·t a motion which I intro~ 
dnc<'d in the H ouAe, a portion cf which 
re~td as ~-o!lovv~ 

'· T:_. ·1t, c~£ this Ho
1

uso, 
lEcrc~~sed the · e{ <naary 
iuclu,~ric- of th'- ~taLt') by 1naking the 
nn UHttt: rial into 'a I cable artirles, is 
(':-"c•ntial to the profi~nble ernployment 
of pPoplc and the crC'ation of a 

standard of Jiying generally 
anwng the \Vorking clf:..~ses." 

EYC'l'Y word of tlPt n1otion ought to have 
LPPll · hul'llt iuto the n1iud3 of hon. rn.::n1bers 
oppc-,-iic. The great er,-,- of the vvorkers 
to-cl a -1- is to o1r11 their on·n i ndustri( ._,, \Ye 
~ay that wt: ate going to n'-'sist thorn to O\Vl1 
t'J•ir own inth:stric::;, ctrd \Ve \Va.nt to set up 
a gl'Pat bank i11 ~nt•en~Jand 11·hprc we have 
::;ouw control OYC'l' th<~ GovcTurrrent and the 
fun'lL-i to be lent to the to help 
rht_•rn to build I know 
tb:,t i-. uot the 
sit •. I klHYw 
p~·op!(-'';3 

llt to 

\\"tl1lt 

lion. 

The TH'' \SL~Rr::_. 
rJ[. ] ~O'l't 
fl~~tch and 

Thu t is not a rea son at 
State 

:\Tr. DEBBIKGTO="!: We know that the 
i, going out of the 

is all vcrv well to 
thc-.e ; but be~hind the 
y iil alv, an bo tho hand of 

restriction of the Con1~11on\vealth Govern-
mcnt. 

Tile TREASURER: \Yhat do you want? 

Mr. Bebbington,J 
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BEBBJ.:\CTOX: I hmne Tule 
[()1' 'll L:uFL ~lnd uot to under the 
d( cr~on S'qJnoY and l\lclbounF'. I 
d<J ll('t ·aEt t(l ;;;;ell Qtlcen,-:;Jand to the Com-
TI10F\YI'a lth. ~o I <liD concerned, 

1and 1'- uot (Loucl laughter.) 
nH lE b~·l''- ha YC rnadc hvo 

attcrnph to ~ell 0l1 ;en L~nd. The first timo 
tllcv - ·unh'd to ~hand all tho pO\Yers of 
Qu{ufll~l,;n<l OVt'r to the Conu:non\Ycalth; but 
to-day. \•:hcu they cannot ·oll Queensland 
whol( --al\', thPy arc bring·ing in ono piece of 
lPgi:-::lation at a tin1L'. rrhrough the ·war the 
Cmnmon\; calt~l Bank ha;:; rnade such huge 
profits that it is ju a position to-day, not 
onlJ to 1nop up the GoYernn1ont Savings 
Banks, but. practically the whole of the 
banking institution~ of A_ustralia. How do 
you ('~plain the position that the Cornn1on
wca1th Bank can to-dav make advancPs at 
5 ]Wl' cent. intcrP,t? 'How is it that the 
Comrnon\\·f';_dth Governrnc~nt can advance 
monev to the Toowoomba Citv Council at 
5 p~r- cent.. whereas hon. gentlemen opposite 
cannot borrow money in England at under 
7 or 8 per cent. ? 

The THEASt:RER : I will tell you. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I know. I do not 
want vou to tc 11 1ne. 1'b0 Con1n1on-..vealth 
Bank 'is in this strong position beca.use of 
th0 floa 1 ing of immense loans on behalf of 
the Commonw0alth. 

The TRF\'U!ER: :\'o; that has nothing to 
do with it. 

Mr. BEBBr='\GTON: Yes. The Common-
wn1lth GoYel'ntnc•nt has b0PD holding immense 
SUl11S of lTIOJH:v, free of interest, \Yhich tho 

of n1ir•cnsland haYC been paying 
C>ll, and ,,-hich has put them in the 

po:-:jtion the-: a1 --~ in to-dav. I an1 
!)( that. I-I ad it~ not been 
pnssibb7 ~cmc other bank 

h :VG b0cn. It is our dntv not to 
L tlld OV('r th;c..c• things to the Comm()nwealth. 
bur to_ build up a big-1 8trong Queensland 
bank \\.:ich will bF:> able to lend our \Yorkcrs 
n1o1H ~, to starl- their own industries. That 
;, tlw of the Cnnntr.': party-to build 
up u financial institution in QuPcns-
l<nJd ·v will l0nd ntoney for co-operative 
object 'nd hc1~ .. not on1y primary, but 

inr1u~rnt·-:.. \Ye are as n1uch 
in the worker~ O\Yning their own 

fa":r~ri1 :1 as ~,,,P ar0 in thE' farrncrs owning 
their own industries. Xow, the Labrmr 

part:v. cC:!Dc along~ ~\id undorrnino 
[7.30 p.rn.-J uur plattorn1 LT~~ talong a"vay "he 

fin<tTlcial lLeans \\ hich ~,,·ould 
0nable u~ t-, ar:r:)n1pli:3h vi·hat "·c desire. 
r~'hat 1'3 a Yery. ·~:rong p9sit~nn ~or ,tho 
(-~!JYCl'HHlC'ltt tn takp UD. lt lS Said tnat 

v·ill ln w co~1trol of 75 per cent. 
funds the bank, be'; I would point 

tbe 0np,;nslt-tnc1 GoYernmcnt 
haYt; tbc strong .::1rn1 of the 

~lth That muet 
State Go,-ern

n1f'nt. it is necr" asrv thDt thcv 
should h,l';P .t -rrr.n~ arm beh~nd them to 
keep th~~nl :o.tr . .,ig::t. I do not f::ay an:vthing 
abmJt that n1rrtter. 1 arn not ono of those 
\vho rwli<'YC that the State is bankrupt. 

The P_LZ 'Tr:R anL1 GOVER)J::\IENT :YIEMBERS: 
· Hear, hear! 

"j_r. 1:fEFIH:',GTO::\": I 1~12~!ntain that the 
St, ~,e c 1 !lnct gu ba nkrnp~, for tl1is rea~ Jn---

:\~ r. For: nE: Th t there IS a I..abour 
GcJv:.· !'11111{-'~Jt in po\Yer. 

[ilfr. BPbbington. 

:\I,._ REBDI:\'GTC:\': so:· the Stare 
uut ~·~-' h 1.:-::rupt. If I uwney 
a L 'nk Ol' el.~c. the banker ur th(~ 
JWr ,)J~ frow I borrow \Yill \Yant SUlll€-
ow' tJd brl1111d ntc anJ bnck n1.v 
bill~. T!~c \Yi11 ll(,t tronbJe <1bout 

I have got n11y rnonc:· or not as 
a;, tht: n1an ''"ho bad\:t> 111v bills has 

mOld·y; tl ln0k to the n1an~ vvho hacks 
the bill. \Yho l1ackcd the Governn1ent 
bills·~ The The GoYcrnn1cnt itself 
cnnn~Jt go bankrupt. bnt thc;T nuty dravv the 

nptP to Yt'l'g'(~ of hankrnptcy, b~Ya.uso 
pcJplc• backed the bills for money 

\Yhich tlh' GoYcrnn1Pnt ha Ye \va;;;;tc c1. The 
pcoplt' ~ll'e a1r"a{1,; approaching the Yerge of 
ba11\::l'UrJtc~; b;~ rPasoa o£ tht, extra taxation 
imposed b:T thP Gon~:rnrnent. \Yhat. is the 
finaneial position to-day? The financial 
position is t~1at thP GoYcrnlnent are tr:.~ing 
to g(·t t•id of ~ome of their asst)t~. 

The TnEAST,THEH: ~o, no! 

J\Ir. BEBBI?\GTON: Th0 Go,-crnment are 
in the position of a man \vho cannot rrrect 
hi-. lin.bilitie5 and who is sacrificing son1e of 
hi asset~ in ordrr tu 1neet those liabi]itics, 
and sacrificing thern at a price at which 
the~· ought not to be sacrificed. That is 
anoth('J' l'C as HI why I shall Yote against this 
BilL \\-hi lr> I sav that the Government can
not go bankrupL"' I ma.intain that the State 
ha;;; Y{'l'Y nearly reached tho position \Yhcrc a 
L'l'Ct'iYCl' will hcn·e to be pc1t in and extra. 

be' i ell"' ' 1 in order to me t the 
of the GoYcrnrucnt. No Ollt~ can 

fact. Tilt' credit of the Go\Trrn
if tht1 :'lt~t.Y i u ofli.ce 

r·oon bC' n (luc~tion as 
a rccf'i\--c"' oughi not i:,) be pnt in 

that the GovC'fillncnt nwet 
TlH· rt>-tsm;_s I ha\·c nlf'll

of thr: re i,sons whv I shall 
Y<Jtr' };ill "''"' b fore tlio HrmH. 
If ~lF' y;ants anv 1nore rea:-cns I 
nn •;ln' them to him. but 1 think I hayc 
c·iYcll -.:uff-icient r 1. on~ to justify rny 
~'Pi10;:;i.tion ro th::· .Bill. 

:'.l1·. FERlUCKS (S'mdh llrislwne): I know 
n ~.,id rhnt it is the dut.Y of the 

to oppo:;:c tnea·,nres i~~troducc~ 
GoYPrnrncnt. \Vhile T adrnit that it 15 

of th<> Opposition to 
tlF'\ can f'how is 

i~ tlu;ir dutY i·o sup
nnd in the. i~1tc-rc··ts 

been 111ade h\~ 
s: de> of the 

bro .d :::.tntE~nlC'llb t0 the 
entered into hy 

(;onunon\Yoa1th Bank 

'--t;:ttc llh'rlt"- of t1lat 
the connh·\·, .aud 

C'OllY11 to pP· ~.!_)1" Y.Tho 

but r:ot one 
an\- ath_'n1pt to 

:1gl'f'f'lllcnt is 
Broad and 

z 1 o-.. _ly, they very oft. en ha vc a pcr
-:rcct on JWOple \Yho. 1Jerhnps. haYO 

not tllC' opp_1J'tnn[t: to go 1 nto n1atb.'1'S suf~ 
fif.icntly deenh·. T bnJi~>YC that tlH' alnn.lga-
111 ti(lll of .\l~c Colntnonwca.1th and St~te 
S Yi gs l3ank'3 is not only wa1·rant d, but 
that ir hn, t 'Cn wo long delayed. and that 
cppo-.:aion to the proposition cannot be 
ju~tificd if it is \'Ollsidcrcd on lts tnf'rits. I 
'""s 'orry that the Fisher proposal of 1912 
-..-Y-1':' n0t 0ct 011ted by tl1e Go\ ~)rnn1cnt of this 
Stace, but I belieye that the agreement now 



n1Hde is a run('h l; ·tt('L' ngn•cnL·n~ for 0:.-~cens
lalld, aud I :.u.1 __ -l:;d 1 
lltr'nt ha\'(' ~:''-'rl 
.-lu(\1 C1H1c:~\ IJlil' 

co11:-:idcr 

so far tdk:ClJ 

cn"':-<id1 : for 
nf :1- .JT,;; :1n 

;-;nt·c·r. 
rd'u 'l to ( 
Ba11k at that p]a.c. Cn!1l!l10n

IL nk < unP into tlH· '· lth GovPl'tl!IL nt 
<P'CIJa f"l1 a( u~;c' bv::.y and 

_na ~lt .\J0rincb 
lYl nlnlO:-'t t'YCl'V 

'C that tinw t hi's 
,Jf ll~Pll ;_o.n 1 oHiccc·, 

;nn~·hin,-•ry of hanl\l11c· 

Is 
:-:idc ol the 

. !~·lt~url. Tha't 

to jtt~tif this 
111 Cl,lllr::.'( ti.:Jn \\·ij-h ·the 
ne·· nr·d then ~;t-,- th;!t i 
·m; :•d tn bring· abnut pc..ononJ,v 

G. 1'. 1hnc;£s: The' whole cf the stafi 
takt•n OYCl'. 

?~Ir. FERH.ICKS: Ye~. but there will not 
bvD ~-tafft'l ur l\vo " iw.nJt~ office clo,i_ng 
b·Jsilll~:3s ·which one staff and OJhcc 

n1ighi do. \Ye hnve heard this. too, con-
ll0ct;on ,\·ilh dup1i~:ction i::_ (\thrr a.-. enu::>s. 
Sonu~ hon. n1c111Lers ban~ voiced the 
sentiment that in rn )posa1~t-his ..::\us-

1 t'.cl it---the t{\ndencv in 
-ion of Au-:..tralinniSnl
d:n~ger of \"\-hat ihe:v 
\';-hate'.-cr like. I 

i~ub!ic 

, v.-hen I hr~ar hon. nle~n
nn-:1 their Prc :• ron1pla.injncr 

tot d taxnhon in Qu('f'llSL1ntL I a1~ 
uf h '1£ d('ZC'n y~·.Jrds iu the Finan

of Sir lo eph Cook. tho 
Tre ~~urcr, a ft:\V ntonths agD. \Yhcn 

he poinL~d out tl1nt in G1· '[lt Jhitain bc:k·ro 
tb wur the tor •l taxation fH'r hr[Hl \Yas £3 
15s. 6c1., and to·da.y, after tho war, it has 

n·cn tu £23 
p·lpulai :,'n. 

_ .11·. Con~,L-{: 

~11". 

Fo;· \\ '~!· pul'i 

·t·::<, tl1c 
ha' 

'.\orld. ~O' .• the total 
::)tatt' .ar.:cl f."(·rl.cra 1. 

r. \\' ~-('a rs 
c:or:.:.un1n1n tic!l1. 

has OjH_'ratt._'d u 
onl\· ()f t1h' StatP and F'edc ·al 
lmr' oF tLP ];_;.r'l taxntioll. the 
;·nd ~h(' cl(~ctorll n~~tt1 ll1~ 
lliOin~.-t I, 1. TL· ;rwn ~,t 

hc•c• 1 of the 

:-"rYic-cs 
:tting tlwir 

·~·to-, lll 

YJ.l'lOus StatP in titutious haxc gon<· 
cnrc1 Trt t'::lU, i-·, to con-

rnPnta1 
anJ ( \JtllJllOE'', 

to di·-, 

Oi1l' Pl' 

haYi 
lf' it no7 Pa::::~.- to 

t11P l1ead 'of 
hn o tn 

to n thP dcpart
orllcr StatP: 
·\\·ith a view 

of bringing 
lux..t· 

'' nnt to n1akc an\- pt'r6oJutl rcfo,renf'e-'.Yill 
ei.~hrr }wvc: to go er lJe ah:;orbcd if an1a1ga
llHt tion takes place? The same \Yith refer
ent,, to the heads of the land trrxation, income 
taxntion, and electoral departn1cnh? 

Mr. T. R. HORERL"': \Ye had evidence of 
that last week. ,,;hen n1cn!lJer~ on your side 
1n:>rc Ol!1J0:'3ed to a rcr1uetion of the nun1ber 
of n1en~l;t~rs of this }1ou~c~. They wcro afraid 
they \Yotlld lo'e their jolE 

).Jr. FT<:RH.ICICS: In 1~:y oh1nion, there 
are 1Wt JY'OJ''J 1nembcr.::;:: in Parliament 

n:·~-~ nc:ce~·~arv. I bcEt'n? a Inember-
of ::;r;yentv-two fo1· the goYcrnmcnt 

n- ;n·opcr loOkin~; after hu;~;c State. 

The for East 
Toc>IYC v.-as in 
rw· ~J... fouctce.1 vcar::, ~ ftcr federation, 
and ncYer bothc'rcd about rPducing the 
nu!nhcr of n1cn1lw:·s. 

L,Ir. FERRICI(S: I a1n jn~t as strongly 
cnl1Yincc: that t\Yo ~cts of offiC'iaJs fnr taxa
tion purposcs~Statc arid F\dcre.l-arc 110t 

and their rct<>nhon cannot ho 
::'\ cycrthele'"' the hca,,;, of those 

a£tainst a-::nalgan1ation, 
hell cl, \Ye 1Yill sa~-. kno\vs 

\·e to rto or be cl-vsorbed. 
\Yl1il(~ HHIV be c;ivcn 'an l'qnalb' lucrative 
appoii.tucnt

1 
'in th 1nntt<~r of prestige, 'vhich 

1tfr. Perricks.] 
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"t.op-1~otchers :' in the pnb~ic scrYicc 
hk~ to p·ra111 and do not Eke to sink. 

a_:-' likely r_o ~uffl.'l', with the n•~ult that 
n<flltPW'.f' 1-. ns0cl--and in n1y on!uion 

cu; a f.:rcnt deal of i~·c-~arn:tinst tl1e ?rludga-
HHtti(>ll c . allLt } f'dcral SCi'VlCPS. I 
rr:~n~n( nd YJf''Y\~ tc;.e thP ho_n. gcndcn1cn 

n-sk thcllt 11 thcrr- Is anv one of 
:n J1rt p;-;rcd, ro get on the fioor of this 

J-1oll ... t' aiHt ,~dYOC ·TP l'PtC'ntioll of bYO 
~.~·.;,.,tvrt:s of ln ucl tnxatiou, inrollte taxation, 
f•,,>(•U,j'{d or SaYing:-::. n~lllks. I sav 
they their rctcmr1oiL Least Of 
all. (all the~' ju~tify jr 011 tht' rrronncl of 
r'C"T~(' .!'. uf \Yhich 1'\'C haYe heard so n1urh. 

"'\ ") T. n. HOBETITS: \Ye nppo~c it in our 
polir·\·, 

: I hran1 nnf' hou. IllPlll-

. " St:~tP Bank, but ho11. 
1 

o,<~o.-:.nc, _they \vo·-,l<l do it 
th( 1:'"iS<'iYf' ·, rr'prpc.:f'nt lllt('l:'ec.:ts that. such 
a ba~;;-\: YH'n; c~ta1J!islwd in Quee-nsland b~~ 

C-nvcrn.ment. 1vould 1160 Pvery means in 
po·,rer ro pbce ob~tacles in 'the way of 

f-.,UCC2· s of that hank. Thcv \YOtlld even 
~-o tf. leng·tl1 _of boyrotting the~ institution if 
It :~·cr 1) r'-tab~1:-~1Pd in rompetition with pri
" 2 t(' r ;terprJSQ. I Ion. n1on1bers opposite 
kn<rw awt thc:v a!'(' l'Cprescntino- interests 
1vhirh ,-,l.P d1arnt'trica1l:v OlJllOsod to a State 
bank, _and a Stat·- bank Psta1llished under 
sach circunl~hlncPs could not possibl~ be a 
SU(. t 0SS. 

Oppmi,tion to fhis proposal cannot be justi. 
fiefi, and, 1f any hon. nwrnLer on the other 
Bi·?f' tl~at he• is going to vote against the 
BdL . m common fairne'"s to the House 
he Bl1onid end ea \·mu to giyc so1ne reasons to 
shmv thflt it is a 1Jad bargain for the State 
of Queensland. 

I know that the l'ommomvealth Bank has 
not ""~hj,.,., rl all that "c \vould like to sec it 
do; but it has achieved all that "as expected 
f~·~!11 1t 111 tt1e. na:ro\Y confines of its c.;;tab
!J,nment. Y\ h1lr• 1t was sufficicntlv \vide to 
TI12t~t d10 conditions that then:" c~istt~d 
fk·vclo] 'rtH•nts haYP since taken p!nre 1vhicl~ 
show that the cxtPnsion of the bank is an 
a bsolnte nccessitv in the interests of A us· 
tralia. \Ye real"" that the bank must be 
exte)1ded in its operations to fulfil its true 
dc~tm:v .. An hon. member on the other sidr> 
saJd tins aft<•rnooll that lw is afraid that 
sonw clay that lank n1a:· be under the con-

of a Governor ""·ho mav be nnfriendlv to 
State of Que0nslnnd. ~ That is a ;erv 

puerile' argument to be used by no less a 
gentleman than the bon. member for 
!3ul.in1ha-.thc le~d,er of a, party in this House. 
Yet h "'aHl thar no cou1d s0e a danger of a 

kWYPrnor of i·he Com':nomYcalth Bank having 
.a grudge aga111st thL?- State. To n1v vit>.v, 
~nch a sugf"H'··tion ]~-, ton idle for wo~~ds. Is 
~t n•ae011.lble t-o a~s~ltnc that any n1an occup:v~ 
1nz n r<.:::.c:pons1Lle and such a pov-:erful 

\YonJd take such a vie·.' of an 
nt nrnt of tlH• CmnlnOll\Yf'atth? The 

goYel'.Jor 0f tlw Coinnlon¥..,.ea1th Bank is cer~ 
t:::.in to at lc1~t a t:Lno) thi11king; pprson, 
f!1lfl a tm~ ruan. nnd h0 \YOUlfl kno"'iv that 
if hl' did <Jnvthing to tho detriment of thi~ 
grc t clnd _g·lor1ons Stah'-iu nl\' opinion, and 
I ha>"C raicl this Ph"··lwrc, th~ best Stato in 
t~1:' Co\nPI~n~sf'' 1th---h.C' ,-.,·ould he doing some~ 
t:1IJ19" .r 'l'ln;r>ntrrl to the who!C' of Australia. 
{1--Tpa~-- herl' :) 

b...- ..Anstra1i·~ .. 
t];f' 
nprl( 

ParliaincnL Suf'h a 1nan 1-vonld not 
to be ln'·Hl cof such nn institntlon. 

and. as a rnattcr of fad, ~nch a nHtn IYOulcl 
ll_C-:t•r ~0 placed 1n StiCh a r,: c'-'ponsjb}e po81-
tHJll. I an1 rcrnindcd hv thl' hon. n1C'1nber 
for rroowoon1ba that thO Governor of the 

Bauk c .·nnot di_.:;;C'rilninate 
n Stn~T" 1:rHlcr i·hc ·Con . ..:;titution. 

It lS altt)gr:ther out of the qtH ;;:tion Hu-H such 
YYoulJ be done bY anYouC'. To n1v 

~11 8 ko i1H~ 
the 

'has \J0cn tuo 1o11g 
be f'Xh'1Hlc-d iu 

lll 

of 

and not t.\YO Eeparnte 
th0 same work "·hich can bo 

douc• 1)_v OlH' s1 ::df. Tl1e point haf' been raised 
1 h<H QuPPnsb nd i::; h<lHc11nf]; to the Cnnnnc.11~ 

{:a!th the rcYcntw fl·nrn 'th0 Rt:1to Savings 
Bnnk. ln llJ_>;.v opinion, Qucr-nslnn1l is giving 
1 ht' rc.·.pon.;;illilit.\ to the Cmnrnonwcalthl 
'\Yhile the St1to will rctn in the b0ncfit frmn 
thls anutlg-an1ation. Tbe rrrpasnrer of 
Quf'Pllcl:'nrl wili still control 70 per cent. 
rJ the t!rnm. ib~ of the rmnbined banks, and 
thst. is nr'"'{ch n1ort: th<H1 he gets ut the pre.jPnt 
tirnc. In addition to that, we haYe the 
statement from the Premier that there is 
an nndcr~tanding brbveen t.ho governor of 
the bank and himself that the remaining· 30 
per cent. of the combined new bn~incss \vill 
J,o loaned out to tlw loc·d authorities with 
tlw sanction of the State Treasur-' in the 
State fron1 which those deposits oriilnatcd. 

l\lr. FLETCHEB: That has nothing to do 
\Yith the Bill. \Ve have no assurance of that 
in the Bill. 

),lr. FERRICIZS: \Vc have an ac-;urance of 
70 per cent. o£ the combined dc•po,its, at 
anY rate. al1d we do not make that mur h 
out of our mvn deposits. ·while we will 
ha\vf' the· ht,ncfit frcnn thP an1alga1nation, the 
Commonwoaith will take over the total 
eesponsibility. I consider that that is an 
excellent barg·ain for tho Stato. I hope that 
this Government while continuing in office 
will end "a Your to facilitate the bringing 
about of further amalgamations in the StaJe 
and Federal sen·ice'" (Hear, hear c) 

Mr. VOWLES : I desire to make a few 
brit'£ remark~ on this quest.ion. It aprPar~ 
to me that the Government h."ve entered iuto 
an agrcc•mcnt, ancl that the agreement is 
practically in effect at the present time, and 
all \YE' are asked to do is to co1ne here a.nd 
ratify it. I dol!'t think that we should be 
plac~d in that position at all. \Ve have only 
got t0 come hC'rc and for1nallv consent to 
on1cthin~· that has bPen done b:')-~ the Govern-

Incnt. Parli nwnt has al·waJ~s stood for 
hirrhcr than that. \Ye should 
vi\-~·n this agreement beforehand, 

,T,-c could con:3idor it. and we should 
askrd to C0!'10 here and r.1tifv it 

after has been sirmed. The hon. rrent!e"man 
y"·ho ha~ jLL't resun;ed his c2at ctarFecl off bv 
saying· that it \Y<JS l!ot fair for n1embers 0£ 
the· Opposition to criticise the agrce1nent 
un]cc.; theY could •how that it was unwork-
able. -

"'\Jr. FrPl'ICKS: I did not say "criticioe." 
I said "oppm-:c '' 

~T1·. \" .. 0\YLES: That i~ rio;ht, the hon. 
sdid that v,·r ~houl·rl not 

without attcn1pting to 
meTits. ThP hon. ~,f'ntl0nU1 n 

the YlV'rjt'~ Gf the- pl'Gpr;"J.l:-
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but he could net do so, except to say that 
it WRS a necessary 1neasure for the sake of 
ecoiWiny, as it \vou]d bring about -a duplicQ~ 
tion of the t\\'0 services in Oueens]and. Thut 
1s a thlng that I have <~h\'a~, adsocatcd 
1nvsc!f. I have atlvccated it 1nOre thnn any
h~dy, and I have pointed out hE:ri" vcr · 
frequently that this GovcrnrncJt could srr.-c 
thousands of pounds in the Elector :J 
rncnt lJy cornbining \Yith the Fcdera] 
tics nnd haYing the one clcctor~.l 1·oll. 

that IYC should haYc onf' dc;lartmcnt 
_tlinp; >\ iih l::-1nd taxatinn, a11d Olll' dt<nart

Jll(•nt dealing ·with inconw tax:atinn: ·both 
and Federal. I think 1\'l~ E>!JOu:d ('·(; 

and hcYe one depart1nont to d~tl 
'on dutieo for both 

In mv 
a to \\·ith the"' nee( 
c~--·partn1Clits, ·and I have 

of l'('turns everv tirne. It takes 
a whole staff Df Federal c;HicPrs to do that 
\vcrk, \Yheu y,-·e could get tho \vork done hcrP 
b,· one staff. (Hear, hear!) \Vc hnYe w look 
on th~ se things frou1 two points of view-as 
Cornlnonwealth citizens and citizens of the 
State of Queensland. As citizens of the 
Cmnrnonvrealth, we consid1_ r that the Con1-
rnornn::cdth duties shGulcl be run on the 
chc ipe:t lines possible, •and we have als~) 
gc~ tu ren_lise that as Stat.e citizen~ we haY(~ 
g;ot certrrin rights which require to be prn
tc-ct0d. In that case, I corbider v.·c should 
ha\-c one financial institution for the purpoSP 
of < ."!.-rrying out our lending po\verf3 for ~uch 

as the Agricultural Bnnk and 
<_hvdlings. 

J\Ir. BREX:!\AX: VYon't YOU ha Ye rr1crc n1ont'\ 
uncler this propo:al? · · 

l\1:::. VO~YLES: 'fhe question arises 1Yhethor 
this arraagc1nent is going to he beiH~flciai 
to H.'-·. I, it Jnore bcneilcial than tbc f<Jnncr 
arrangcn1C'nt was? \Ve should conside1·. 1vhat 
are we' gaining and -..d1at arc \Ve losing? \Ye 
arc told that the Corrnnornycalth Go,·crnnrcllt 
arc taking over all the buf:illf'·,s. \Ybat 
businc~s arc \Vl taking over, and ,,-hat profit~ 
arc for u-;? \Yhat are \V8 getting out of it? 
The Commonwealth aro taking over the st,·.ff 
and the Rtate SaYings Bank, and for the 
futuro we will onl:v have to pa...- the salaries 
of a proportion of the stafi at prcec·nt 
engaged in the s,,vings Bank. I considf"' 
that 75 per cent. of that staff will do retained 
in connection \vith tl1e advances t·-) settlers. 
Onl.v 25 per cc,nt. of the staff will g;o over 
to the Co.-m1omvealth. V\That nrc >H' getting· 
m return' \Ve are to got onlv one-h:df of 
the profits. ~ 

Mr. GLEDSO~: One-half of the combined 
profitP. 

Mr. VO\YLES: Are we not getting bigger 
r!rofits thn_n the r·ornmonwealth? 

l\h. GLEDSON: :'\o. 

M~~. VO\\~LES: \Ye arc~ going to get the use 
Df 70 .C"!J.t. of tho future e:x:er"s denosits 
for purpos'-·'"-. \Ve d0 not kno1Y ho,;r that 

pan om. Ouly the futnrc can tell that. 
"\Ye ( x:pcct Queens1and to r•xpand so far U-3 

po;hllarion is conrnrncd. It ..-,~,-ill ~tJ.:GY; in 
direction., an0, naturall~·, t'to. ?avin~s 

deYPiOp 111 proporhou. ..:utl.ougn 
Bank ',,-ill den·lop, 
\YC' would hnYe tho 

_,alth. Th(' Bill IFLJl 1scs tn 
the prc ~cnt and 

the lw 
\Vo 

the Cun1n1issioncr, not l, canFe of rhe ( 
1nissioncr hirnsclf. bat ''"r' con 

n1crnh<:r vf the 
pedestal bf> 

r,u·li anwntary 

~ lr. BREl\X.\X: You do!l't ahr ty argue that 
"\Ya ~-. 

::.rr. \10\YLES: I ha Ye 
not o<'o wln- :\Ir. Y<; 
[•Jl • 

of "11y 

that. 

)~t ar:y 
to retain t\YO of the sub

.' c\gric:nltur.d Bank is to be 
the Dcpal'tJncnt of _--\gri

Stcck. It \\as formerly run by 
, DeparttJicnt, nncl that IYas found 

tu l a f ilnrc. a~id yet, us far as I can sec, 
\' e are to [)('r!~c:-tua.tc tl1at trouble and 
1·uu it another depart:mcnt -..yhich 1vill 
l'f'qui re a good deal n1ore staff than it ha.s 
got at the pre~ent tin1c. Then, again, "\Ve 

haY"-' the workers' Jwelling~, section. T'hat is. 
to L~· l>Ut undc.~.· the \Yorki:l Dcpartnwnt. 11y 
great objf~ction to this proposal is that it 
"'B:\'Ours too 1nuch of putting our dcpart1nents 
uvd('r polit~cal control. and allov;ing that 
interference' \rhich the hm1. 1ncn1bcr for Oxlcy 
reft·rn:d to. \Vht~n 1 first saw the agrcernent. 
and, j u(_1 r;·iug more pal-ticnlarly fro1n son1e 
remark.·. that druppf cl fron1 the ~lini5ter \vhen 
ic introduced tlH' Bill, I thoug;ht that the 
Conln:lun·,~.e;-tlth IYa-" goinv; to tal{c over f.-o::ne 
of OiiJ: securitie-:. I know bOll10 of the securi
tirs \Vhich the bank ha.:1- g-ot, and they have 
aclva~lccd rnone.Y. rn1 prop~rties rcpresc;1ted 
h ... tno:;,:,• st·-cnntJc· In tllosc en '~s ~....-ncre 
tlle iul'H'OYl IH('Dts ha Ye- l1ecn abandoned, 
:uHl wh~~1·c the prickly-pear has got charge, 
I \·cntnrP to l'a"'-' that tho~,f' securities cannot 
c :> \\·orth 5s. in the £1. 1 rc1tlly thought that 
the GoYCl'Dinent ha~~ rnar:e n pretty ~hrewd 
nlOYO and palrnt-d those things off on rhc 
Commonwealth. :\'ot at all. \Ye retain thes£ 
st'ctuiti('S, whether the:- are good or bad, 
and alJ the plums tlwt an• to be got arc being 
got h,v tho Cornnion·,·-calth. I <an only 
tru~ t that it \V ill nuu out for good. To n1y 

1nind it has got to thi~ stage-that we can 
only oppoF,-' it on principJ\', the rnain objec
tion bcing that \>:c ha-..·e not been reqnested t1 
eunsi,df'r tlH' tenns of the agremncnt before 
rhey 1vere signed. 

The THEASURER: It is not binding yet. 

·;~.Jr. VO\YLES: I know it is not, but we 
an• aware that there is a rnajority on the 
Government side of the House, and that this 
is £wing to be carried. \Ye know that the 
,..:hedulo comprising the agreement. will not 
be altered so far as. thn dotting of an "i" is 
concerned, and it is onh· a quc~tion of the 
CunlntOil\\T('alth Gon'rnnlclrt-':-< ao,TN~ing to it 
in their turn, and I should think they would 
l-•c· tn·,_ tty IYCll satisfied. 

The TREASURER: Their Parliament need not 
ratify ir. And let me ask you this: \Vhat 
otl:el: w.1;.- b.-, vc \Ye of conqulting the Opposi
tion .:1ntl Goverl~luent n1embers except to 
l11·in.~ it before tlw £-louse in the 5hapc o[ a 
Bill: 

111'. VOWLES: It is brought befor.e Parlia
Jnrnt ·whc~11 it is completed. 

The TREAScHER: It is not binding. 

:\1r. VO\VLES: Simply because it has not 
been registcrl'd in this r;hamber, but this 
will bo done in the course of the week. 'YY e 
Jnerely ha ye the courtesy extended to us of 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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:: -kc>cl to COI'?l''lt to ii- aftt 1' it has ulJ 
be n (!-,~ d np. 

'lit(' 'l'HE_\::_:-::~R-:::n: la ,,-h_ t other \Yay could 
t..' C'IJll:~;_tJ t ; Oll '{ 

n;.Lq~Jtui ill 
the point 
to aum.i-

T:1 Tltc ·,~ CH£:u: \r uuld th;_• sanw th!n6· 11ot 
LaJlr){_'l} ·: 

0\\-LES: :\o. 
a dj{f(_·l'CUt \',it\". 

the jJl.'i11('i1de 'wa- .:·oo(l, qtutt! 
tu iUS. P('l'~m· j\y I alll 

it. It i~ tuu Illllch liken st·~rt in fit~ 
of uniiieatiou. -.: ~n the ( c:1n 
knoy, thu that are 0~1 
1;1 ~:1 de to the pnblic dPp~trtnlCll"U:'1 
Z·Y,__J~l of frotu the fact that ~hl)V 
lin• 150 Juilt1 S al.vay front T5risban0. If oul· 
dL·11<utments art' to drift awav to 1\Ielbc LlrllQ 
tlll·~l tl)C head office is to be th'Cn:, those hard

will be all the greater. I lmm' that 
hon. rne1nbc1·s on that :3ide of the 

\H_•re { urging that there 
eycm in (~noens

shonld be cut up 
!nto the\~ \Yore ~o far 

' that the\· 
justice. 1\o,,:) 
~eudln g thing:3 

'\Ir. FERRICKS: Do \'OU not kno'' that the 
l 1ill;: ·~ of the Cun.~motl \Ycalth Ba.uk is in 

o: lti:_ 

if \, c 

110 

..\Ir. l~EHR. (1'-'lrOJ(JU'u): l \rould like to 
er!ldic.ate so1ne of the fon .. 'ign olcml'lltS to 
which l10ll. nJcJnbcr for 8o1ith Brisbane 
rr in regard to the Opposition. \Ve 
.arc hcl'c to g1v·c our o"".\'11 opinions and not 
that of the caucus. Pt'rsonally I am going 
tu vot~ for this Bill. (Government laughter.) 
I must do so owing to the fact that I declared 
!hot the electoral rolls should not be dupli· 
cared--that ono set should do for both States 

Comrnonwec,lth. The same principle 
to the Saving-s Banks. \Yhat l object 

doulJtfu! honesty of purpose of the 
in con1ing hero and can1ouflctging 

the belief that \h~ 1vill support 
good faith. l an1 going to tell 

is ::orncthing underneath the 
I 11ant to that the 
GoY0rn1nent to do is to 
on more money. In 1913 the 

Quc2ntsland cle1JO'-ltors in the Corn
SaYings Bank w:-ts 13,48L vvho 

£455,167. In March. 1920, the 
nurnberc-d 86,893, and the aruount 

Cl•· in oibcr words wfwrPCS 2 02 
of t~1H? pop~lation i~ H)13 -bnnl~od 

:-a Yings in tbe Con1n1onwe.a1th Bank 
''.19 )J('r cent. of thP 11opu1ation lodge theirs 

Those ii gnres atone at ont ~ 
'ion that the customers of the 

art' l'C'JH'(-'.Scntari·n~s of the people of 
Qt'''cn-dand. Tht~ people of do 
1L t b _11-}Ye in the dabilit · 

[Jfr. Vowles. 

Bcu~k Hn(lc·r the j urisdic( ')J1 

CcYPfll:~tt"-:t. 

The-' 1 '1-li •. \~l·Hl~R: ::\-oil' ,_:_'1;:.::. ~ 

l\lr. l.::.ERR: I Lope t~lC 
li:,tcu "t<J I say 
b·.- rl~c' YOh'S 

at 1 h~ 1 r 
Tll_, Tn£.\SCRER: \Yhy do 

\YJ t n li .... : 

of the present 

ll('d~_"!.ll'('l' \Vill 
\YH:·• pt.J\'l'd 

ug·;:!Jn::.t tl1p_r~1 

\Il·. I\:ETIH: I kno\Y that the.~· .JaYe gone 
ln;t rhc ];oJ!. Inctnb;. l' _,u!l-.:ot l'C:fute tho 

T hnn' )-:"iYf'll. 

'l'HLi {' EER : 'rlH' 

llJCl't'i: l'd hCl't' 11101'(' tlL: 
::\ h·. 1-.:.Ef? H : I ;nn 

:\"ow, I v. 

has 

ol tllP ex(·"llf1 llt of traiLfcnillg 
thP to thl' t'unnnon-
\\. tl that bll-:in0..::-, on ono 
'idt' iu £15.175.759. <end on the 
ether, {,)uH;u;-:land, :--:idl' to £3,058,434. 
ln an ordiru:1·v bu:-:.ine.-:- t1·a11:-:ar·tion the 
~ood\Yi1J ol a 1.nt-,ineC'', i~, take11 into con
~idt 1·ation. Jlerc \Ye have a bu ,iness that 
tilL lH'en hn i\t up and built up. \\" e have 
an lnr[, pt!HdPnt C.nlHni~-.;;ioncr. ''ho has 
mu· d it "in< •' the Lt .January, 1917, and 
built ir up into r _table' bu~inc J. lt i.~ an 
'--'':ccllPnt :--110\\·ing a prufit; but, 

to :-,aY, it it is frorn 
. jt 

n·ct 
Ztlwn\ pre-

n·~H'\'> ~1 ~ ould ha\·c to be lllcJ.Je. 
a a hint that an eh_,ctiDn \VLJich 

1·ighti ', :-:lwuld c:J1l1C' ou next perhaps, 
\.ill cvcutuate. and then thh· not be 
in ihc· happ~ po~1tion of :::tat~ng ho\Y nluch 
pi·oyi~ion th;,,~ haYe not n1adP fo~· a Sinking 
Fund aurl the repa.y1nent of 111h..rest. I 
referred to this business being rnothorcd or 
built up with a great dcnl of thought by 

! n independent 1nan who deals \Yith his. 
f'U!"ton1crs jndc'pPnclcnt of Parlia1ncnt. \Ve 
find that his r<.port Yibrab··, .,-ith optimism; 
but tiH'rC is one point that fails iu that 
respect. The report says-

" I ha Ye reccntlv rcc~iYed an intima· 
tlon that an a:?rcc;'qent ha(, bcon entered 
into b~ hYC'(~n .__,the GoYernm' nt o£ this 
St.-' c1nrl the of the Common-

;<: H·1l Bauk. ('Onscnt of the 
· f(Jl' the rtn'"!al,-=-;:u:oa.

Bank portion of the 
ConllTIOlP.Y( .tlt.h :P_tnk 

to that bank, under cer
< ::mdit.ions. the r(1atiYo liabilities 

and ncrtion of the staff." 
The pl1 Cplc's rt'prcs-cntatiYc:-~ haYc not been 
f'on:-.nltrd. That is c1uiic apparent from the 
word' " intinw tion" contained in t~~e report. 
'1'1F' point tlwt 111akes nH' YOt('- for this Bi~l 
i-; that th( upl-:T''P of on0 Go, ('fltn1cnt Depart
Incllt \Yill bo less. Thl~ is the fi t step 
to\·arc1s r>conomv \vbich I rrd\-o< 1tcd dur· 
in---:· thP elections~ Going- a little bit fnrther, 
I f'mcl tlHlt tbr- rigllts o'f en1pln5Tcr:' are pre
~01 1'('(_1. Tlu~ Bill pro· jd~s for that: but I 
;_-:onld point out t:wt there are three or 
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four clerk~ £'111ployrd in 
to-{_L~v \Yho. three Ol' 

the Sayings Bank 

to tb~' \Ynl'. and 
t the front 

go tq the \YDI' 

nn· · · t iH~ rccciye a hi; . .::hc'r 
nH~ll IYho Yrcnt h• the fl-;ont. 
thf' former IYC . 

nnd ::;,, 1ary prior to 
I \Yonlcl a~k 

1nattcr into 
urer 

r;'l-11-:.\f-.l'.I;EH: You. ;;;aid the Comlnis
'-~01!('!' ,. :ts :1 good 1na11 1 and \Yas i<Jdcpcndent. 

K.EHH: Qnitn :::o. 
The TilL ~rR!·:R: \Yhy not sec hin1 '? 

~Ir. I(RllU: l_~ndPr rh0 Bill the ri,~;rhts of 
the- rmpl(_ · f't'"' JW' "' n·c(1, tlllrl I \Yould 
poi1;t that. tlH'3C rncn arc tran':J-
£( ':!'t c1 \1 il1 LaY{':' no c1ai 111 on the Corn

Bunk, and no'~- 1s i he tinw to 
pm absolutely m their right 

:1!:·. BRE:\:";A:\: hon. member who 
ha::; i ust srrt rlo\YD aun:Junccd to the 
1-Itnt~t· that lw had a ~irn11le 111ind. and he 
ha~ .iu -t- ;_-in-~u nnot}lS'l' instance of his f~in1ple~ 
Ill .. of 1nind in the figures he qnorc·l regard
ill~>' tlH' i1H \'f'" P in th0 {kposits in ()ucensland 
ard in !h0 :F'r!dPr·11 SaYings Bank. I will 

now froxn I'nibbs's ··tatistics, 1 to 19: 
land, 11:nnbcr of depositor~. 81~522; 

rttnonnt £3.188.[·~9. :\ow takE" 
\~ic'oria: of depositors, 104.039--

l\lr. I(ERR: Arc you saying that I n1adc 
a :mi::;sta.tPrncnt ·: 

Tho 'THE.\S"Cm::n: Your deductions are 
,yron;r. 

:L.!r. KnEt (to }h. Jirc·m;mi: I ha;cc got 
·-nn (Langhtcr.) l'on cculc1 not b YO dono 
}r off bat if the Tr-·a~urer. vvho 
ha~ the of the Lwre, did 

into your 

under::.tand 
snfli.cient to do 

to the importam remarks of hon. 
r:--; oppo~~ite, and it is the dutv of the 

Trea~nrc·· to hand partic-n1ars to~ priYate 
mcmbere tu reply to gent!Pmen with a simple 
·n1inc1. The inference made bv the hon. men1-
lwr for Enoggcra ""'" that "the people had 
110 trust in th~ Savings Bank in Queu1sland, 

>Ye re tra nsf01-ring- their deposits to the 
Bank. 

',[r. KERR: I did noi say that. 
=\[r. BREN:\AK: That was the inference. 
JYir. KERR: }lr. Chai,man. tbe hon. mem-

ber has no right to infer that. 
l\Ir. BRE2\::\L-\::\: According 

fil~·urr~. i11 e\, ry ~tatc in the 
incrc'asc has hcr;n 

i::-: nothi11<1; in the 
hon. Furthernlore, nv.:n1-
bf'l' ~tatc tbat \VO \Yt;re 1naking a profit out 
oE tlw S<t ving.s Bank bu~l:a0ss. Of course, 
ro knm\· yore· >Yell that the proftts of the 
Saying~ Bank belong to th0 people. I an1 

plC>a:3r>d to ha. YC th~ opportunit::~ of 
jl!ustrating the sin1p1e-n1indedness of 

onr friend the hon. n1e.rnber for Enoggera. 

J'vh. T,\YLOR (Winrlso;·): 1 :till snre >Ye 
all li<tcned with considerable i11tcrcst to tho 
rcnJ.arks of the Trea:::urcr on this Bill: but. 
to a great rxt0nt his argnn1ents · 1vere 
not as conYi ncing as \Ye n1ip-ht reason~ 
ab!v han· c'pectecl them to be. Personally. 

think lw should haye given ns nrore stabs
than he did with rc.~sard to the number 

uf hrnnehc s opPrutinss· for CornnlOil\YCalth 
in co11n0ction ·with our own 
Bank at the present time, 

has been ono of the principal 
:ng·unJCJlt'- ;yhy "\VC ~,houlc1 acf ept this 
nrnqo::;cd schmnc. 
_._ T:~c Tnr \S1~;RER: The da.y beforr yc~terJay 
I ]·,id the tablo of the House a table 
~;_-ty;r.g pa.rt1cnlarsJ an·d \Ye know that 
, he-rc'Yf'r tlH•rc is a post of!i.cc there is a 

C'n!llmonv '=':1It-h Ba.nk. 

l\Ir. "L\ YLOU: I know that, but, at the 
tiulf', 1 ·e should haYC' been Supplied 

[ig .HC~ shcnviJJg thP COSt of ll1anag'81118Ilt. 

Tht~ TRL\.ST:'REU.: but ::,our collt-1gucs 
\Youlrl IlLt hn \'l' bcon to uEder::-:tand them. 
(Luu~ht0r.) 

"\,fr. T.\YLOH: Perhaps th0 hon.· gPntle
nw.n·..., ('Q\l>··a~ue~ 'voqlc1 not n_ndey·tand thenl 
either. The qnp·.tion of {Iuphcation has been 
OEC of th\~ 1na...in argtunents brought for1v.:.trd 
a~ to "'.Yh.v w.__• should go in for. this a~al
gan1r·tion, aud we haYc had no 1nforma~1on 
a_· to 'Yhat the eo- :-s w,:·rc', so that .'"e nught 
haYC able tu 1nake cornpar1son~ ~and 

the srrving n1ight be. '\'hat 
with rpc~:ud to the State 

prior to this agrcc1nent being 
on the 30th Jnm' or 1st July 

1~tsi? \Ye been told that the Govern~ 
111cnt ar" to haYe a sharP of the profits, 
nl~.l "\YC' t-1'~ going to haYe- 70 per Ct:nt. of 
the c:drn bu-cin' ,-,, aNI tlw other 30 J?er 
crnt. i~ to be invf'c.:tc'Cl in local ?tutt1o-
nr\' in th, ]oralities vvhcre the n1oncy 
l:: 'rai:"er1. 

T1H' TR~·:.~srn~R: That is being- co1}sjdercd 
1

>T.- ihc CoY('J'lJor of the Co1nn1onwealtn Bank. 
·.- r · TA'-.-f Oh;.· \Yhcu \Ye had a State 

s~;~:i1~tgs ]3;1;-l::: _.of. our o1Yn "\YC did not get 
70 per ""llt. or 30 pC'r cent, ; "\Ve hLLd the 
fn il lOO pr•r C('llt. 

ThP THI ST'RER: 'lhnt i'" YOU are 
q\iiir1 , '"cng. \\-e h<ld tn kf'Cll . 30 per 
cc

11
t. in rC~l·rv,_·, en nrronnt of C'1~lfl'C'-Gt .acr:ount. 

:\Ir. T __ \\~LOH: I takC> it that rr-cr\-e i;;; 
Leing- ntlli-l·(L 

The Tnr:;.srRER: Th0rc is no nf'( d to keep 

it 110\\', 

~\lr. TA"'S:~LOH.: \Yithnnt a---king qnc"'tions 
of onv individual. or the go.-ernor of any 
11artic;1l:1 r bank, the whole of the HJ?nc;, of 
the State Savings ]3,1 nk \vas nnd~:_ ,· tnG con
tml of >vhate.-er Go.-crnment. happened to be 
1n po·., '") t that particular tune. ~ . 

7 d"r. BnE~~.\:\: ~ot the Federal SilYings 
Tidi•k. 

J\Jr. T \ YLOR: :\o: thot is the, poin~ I 
,yant t~ ~11akc. The only gain l:'hat is. go1ng 
tn orcnr i:::. ~ shan' of thE' i_H·of:·~t~ 1n the 

nf th0 CorrHl'onwe~dtll SaYln.~s Dank, 
the State 1~ llkPly to 

:;;;r:u !TC' \\·~d 1 be rnoro 
bY tlJP f2· t that \VC 

sc:Tfu• u:nfPtterc·d ri : .. :ht 
to tlH: Stntr Srn,ing~ B,~nk 

1110nc'Y 1n t},r' futtlrC Hwt FC' l:.a,-t~ 
1
had !n the 

Tlu1 l'on nJt'lYJbcr for :"::lontn Bnshauf'; 
1-'11' • :1rr1~nnt of ,duplien.tinn. \Vho 

fo1· that ·1 Tt is not 
They ,,-ere 

, : (,.<uite rip;ht1y, too, in my 

li1 r. Taylor.] 
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Mr. TAYLOR: The hon. member may 
think eo. I think they werP qntt" wrong to 
come~ in in the wav thev did and interfere 
1,-;rith 1 h0 Statr- Snxii1gs BUnk. Thcv had any 
number of other activities to engltge in i!1 
connection 1Yith the Cornnron\YC 1lth Bank 
quite c:-part frm11 interfL'riug with the State 
Savil'g' Bank. I contend that the savings 
of the 11cople of any State- ;;hould bo at the 
di.c;:._posal of the GoYernnwnt of thtit Stato 
to C'an·y on. thf act:iYities a1~d dC'Y8lopn1entul 

~- -soc1ab d wrth thc- State. 1 an1 n~ 
~\ ll"tra.lian us Hll\ llHlll in thi>3 
an1. ~ clain1 to t,:~.;::c n-;:; broad a 

aruurs of Atu·tralu_t as an' n1an. 
\Vc lwar a good deal to-day about what is 
called centmlisation and decentralisation. Is 
there. in thic; Chrrmber to-night anv man who 
feel·, 'satisfied that if there had been dccen
tralisatic•n, a"d Queensland had been divided 
into two or three States in·tead of one, North 
Qnt 1:n~land '.You] cl not have b0c:n in an 
inflnil "l! better position than it occupies 
tKJ-day '? (1-Icctr, hear!) \Ccntl':alisation 
strangled and kept l\'orth Quccmland from 
developing in the way it should and would 
ha.-e done. Quite a number of these matters, 
from a theoretical point of view, are prob
ably all nght, but when yon come to wm·k 
them out in practice you find thnt the 
cccmomics you expected t.o get by C0ntrali,a
ti.m do not materialise. \Vith regard to 
ta.king over these particular banks, our 
~mployccs are prOYided for in the Bill. but 
wlwt is going to happen to all the emplovees 
in thP Commonwealth division? \Vh0re is 
the oaving going to come about if the same 
~nanbrr of en1ployees are going to be rPtaineri 
111 the t\vo f'Ct'VICf''l as is the ca<:SG to-day? 
lf it 1neans sacking son1e of those roen, is the 
hou. membe-r in favour of that and does he 
wish to see it? As a mattPr o'r fact, it will 
not happen. IJecause it will be found that 
imn:cdiate1y tho tnnalgan1abon takeB place 
the .lnf'n_ .at prc~ent engaged in tho61' t,,-o 
Savm(!'s Banks wtll still be r0quircd to carrv 
on t.hc·ir activities. c 

Mr. FERRICKS: They can be put on to do 
other work. 

l\lr. TAYLOR: They arc doing a certain 
class of "ork at the present time, and I do 
not know what other work the hon. member 
:refers to. 

. The 'I'REASl'RER: If we acc<'tlted your 
<hcturn, we would ncYer ( eonon1ise or never 
do without people. On the other hand a 
big institution like the Conunonwealth I3a~k, 
expanding all the time, absorbs a large 
nun1brr of new emplove('s each vear. 
Obviously !he ama.lgamation will not be 
settlc:d for a •.-e:lr or t-wo YUtr'-', and those 
employees will be gradually absorbed. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

]\<r. TAYLOR: Exactlv. That is what 
} ,C.'ay.. V\.~here are your ~econon1ies coming 
L1 thnt ha,-,. been t.ellino· us 'r are going 
t0 !7<1 in _\\~ e 1rn-0 beer~ told by thi~ 
amalga:mahon ,,-e arc go1ng to ~uvo n1oney, 
und :'t·1~ ·h-r a.rc' nnt going to disch~Je-tF n1en. 

Tlu::. TREA;::rRER · Cannct ,,-r;n 
ROrih thing mr1J'C than ill,"l'C In 

cronoJn~-? TakC' t\yo bt,nks in the one C'it'·. 
On·: \viU elm.:< drnYn after ;:~ \\ hilo. Th~".
,~·1ll ne~ run tho hYo in each littlf~ hB.mlcvt 
year in 1.nd year out. 

Tho SPEAKER: Ord"r! Order! 

[i1£ r. Taylor. 

~.h. TA YL()R : I am still unconvinced' 
" to ~.YlH'rc- the g-reat economie.s are going 
to be circctod, rrnd I h"ve failed t0 ga.in the 
inform:Jtiou I 'hcmld like to have received 
a~ 1, ~lf> grc<tt r;:nln that is going to con1c 
to Stare by this Bill. 

:1Ir. FERR!C'KS : :Many officers in post offices 
~re do~ng SaYings Bank ''"ork. I~ one staff 
1:-: thcJ:;t n1rn \Yill be pnt on to de. 
po:::t '''ork. 

:c\Ir. TAYLOR: arc sitnply going to 
chq)J icr tc L~<!JL 

:\lr. TiHf"'\';A~: Your argurncnt is ·-:tagna.·· 
rion. TlFy a.re rnoving. 

:.\:l1·. T)·..._ ",'LOR: ~o, it is not •::-I -:gnrrtion. 
r.Lhcr.~ is one thing I was p1cn.scJ ro hear 
1'ron1 tho Trc•asurcr- this .afternoon, and that: 
i• thnt before this agrren1cnt \\"lS cnt0rod 
into cxprrts ln:'re COllSUlted. That is a rcr
ff'( t1~- ri !rht rhino: to do. Personally I should 
like ~to i~ncnv wl;'o the experts were. I take 
it the GoYc~·E1nent consulted expo rh; in whmn 
thev J1ad every confidence and they are acting 
on" the tc:sti1nonv ot those expert~. \\ .... hile 
the-re rna.,· be sCnncthing in what tht hon. 
mcn1bcc for South Bris~ban0 sa,id~thnt tho 
testimony one ,yould be likely t.o get would 
probabl-. not be in favour of the proposed 
transfcr~still, even supposing their testimony 
was op[lCl"'d to the tranefe1·, it would bo 
Yaluablc cYidence to guide the Government 
to a decision. 

The TREAScRER : \Y c had fuil expert 
opinion. 

:Ylr. TAYLOR: \Yhilc I believe in adYrnc
ing the interests of Queensla.nd, I have not 
learned that that is going to be done by 
this pronosed an1a.lg::tmation. The Treru:nuer 
tells us th.,t hF > as Tn'asurer, and the peopfe 
of Qnecn:"land are go]ng to n1ake certa1n 
gain6. Sur-.:1? when the G~~r~rnor of th~ 
rornmOUW(· ·:lth Bank made tnlS agrecn1ent 
he was our to n1akc certain gains. Frorn 
,,-how wa~ he going to ma.ke thorn? 

The TRE.\ScRER : To whom does this profil; 
go? To the people. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Exactly, to thP people. 
The unfortunate position wo arc l!l is that 
the loss<>, too, of this Government are gomg 
to the people. However .. as far as I can 
sec it is not a good bargain for Qtwensland . 
\Ye are putting in £14,000,000; they are 
putting in £3,000,000. 

The TREAScRER: \Ve have expr,nded the 
£14,000,000. 

:VIr. TA YLOR : We ha.ve assets for that 
£14.000.000. If those assets w<>re worth 
£14.000.000 at the particular time those book 
.-aluos "-ere taken~probably a few years ago· 
~the:· arc worth perhaps £20,000.000 to-day. 

The 'I'RnscREll: I will gi,-e von an idea. 
S~=Jlr,·· of th · tl»':''nturc~ }H' has t<t1

· CD at OUT' 

ya!n'"~ of £r:7 a.l'e 1vorth on r:re rnarkct 
£53. 

:VIr. T.-\ YLClR: That may be so. 
The T:sr: '~ t·nrR : ()ur 3 per cent. dcbcu

hHcB, due in 1950 

J[i·. T ~\ '\~T.ClH: I do not think he is gnin~ 
tJ t tlu' dcLcnnues \YOl'th £53 ~t-; p8.rt of 
th··, · \.'C_ll'itv ln rJnn •ctioll V\'ith thi _,; DHttt2r. 
IJc kn, ~ \YPd ti1Cr ... t dclvnturc.S: 
att' \\·n~ ~h fae·· \-, ()I' he· \\·ouJ.~ not 
t: t~~c .n. 



C01nntonwcr 7th Bank 

we have 
n::ore than 

wi::.h to rn~k( 
~.yorkcr6' 
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2\Ir. P. 13..:\ TC\ES: I was vcr\ n1w h 
i1~tcn 111 th; r_lmark.:~ rnade: 'bv the 
Treasun·r this aft·:rr:oon. I v;a:. rather ~orry 
that hf' did not c':tf'J;d his ar~un1c:nts in 
rcgnrd to tlJ(' W(1rk th(: ba~k haH do11e 
and the fine 1t is in. 

The TRK\.SrREH: I think that is apparent. 

l\Ir. G. P. BAR~iES: It was interesting to 
note thut one in three of the population--

The TRF\Sl'RER: One in 2.6. 

J\Tr. G. P. DAHNES: 'Tho.t is pretty near 
one in three-have an account with the 
GoV<'rnnH•nt Savings Bank of Queensland. I 
i·V.1S also g~ad to L0ar-v.·hat we already 
kncrw-thr.t ~.-erv fine 1 ' ork has htl0Il done 
bv the bank i'n connr-...,tion with "\Vorkers' 
rl~·ellings, and also with regard to a.dyances 
rn<Hle to sottlerP.. \Vhat I want to kno\\' is, 
whether the denositor:'5, 'vho nuinher son1o 
275.426 l)er~ons, ~have b~cn cGnsultcd about 
this businc ~- Are theY being sold. body and 
soul, \\~ithout the slightest reference' Are 
thry b0ing bartered a way on account of so1ne 
spa.-,rns that n1ay have seized thP Governmr~nt 
of lhe day? Is their birthright b•'ing sold? 
It looks to nw ,1s if it \Ycro. The ·whole 
th~ng has co1nr, so sudden1y UfJOD the people 
thut thrv hn had no tirnc• to fullv con~ider 
as ""o t1,:.~ or nthnr\Yi~~o of· ae: epting 
the propoo;als GoYcrnlnrnt. 

TLe T.RE:I.SrHF~: It '".ras a'1nounc(l.d before 
thr:• Pn~mier \\Cnt to Eng-land. 

G. P. B_\R::\ES: The Treasun'lr has 
fall::d giY(' an:l CdDYi nc1ng Dr]n-

E~"llH n"' to u.tta.rbin7 to the 
trn 1!'-fl', of t1Ji.'- 0£ the Govcrn-
met~t ::-;c-:_1 inr, Bilnk \\~r h·r•(JUr:''I;t.hT lwar of 
tlw ~~n~8.ter- ~wallo1Ying tho l~sse1-, ·but it is 
0xtr '~"''~lilwr·y when :-on find the little thing 

jt i'"' in this 
to th2 

that h•"' 
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1n 0ur•,_'11 land th0ro is a Cor:1D1CH1-
Ba.nk, a~1d Yet. 1vith all thf)· ~ 

rhc. p0ople. t0 depo:'-it rnonC>y, 
of tLc Con:1n1rnnvealth Bnnk 

amount to £3.000,000. 

The TLE:\St'!:EH: Don't ...-ou kno\Y 

C'unnL '11' ·r>al,-:,~~-1 o,r.,~icy :_~'~··!~~€! 7. .. 72Jt ll',.ecrl: c -"'nt. 
~~;.., tn £3!Jn. .. _.u ·__, ..__ ~ cent. 
''Jl : ) £1.orn. 

'\ -,,_ G. P. B \TI:\ES: 
th u-·J to d 

~"".Thar i;-; y, "-•:· 
--.(·( )Lcl bo-~( in 

T' ,? J~- E~.L'E~: liow is that? 

the ngTe·:· ct0nt 
(r p1 ....-it."l(' rh~1t b.~- \Yh0n you pro-

vide rnov :\.·-t·hc ncv; n:1one~-. so to -=pe:\ ;\--
3 ou dl'f' 1 aiel 1 per cent. oyer and above? 

The PnE"'lTEH · X m. n :1rc than 1 per C{'nt. 
Thut ii fair. 

G. P. TL-\R:\ES: It 1nay be fair) but 
that.:' n1 arc :·-~ot ~oing to be 
foohn;::- ( .. :;; ycu ·1a....-c been. 

on this"' side I~efrrrl'cl to the \Ya:-T 
L1oncy lwing nsrd, and the Treasurer 
th ,7 .. <' ar· ming- this £14,000,000 .. It i~ 

the Govc-rnn1ent arc us1ng 1t, nnc~ 
thing D bout this bt:;.siness ~r:ay 

t}w.t. 11aving u"Cd the n1one) as they ha.ve 
,~or haYing appl'oprinted it in their balances 
~f theY hrtYC not entil'cly used it-the _L r.·a
Sllr0r 'did his OYd'J side an inju·~ticc when he 
t,-·Jlcl thc·rn he ha.d rea11.v u~c'd the n1oncy; 
but. ha\-ing- appropriatC:'d jt, it n~ay be ~he 
b .. d business to tn:dre nrrn.ngPn1Cnts vvith 'be 
C'ornrnoHwcalth Bank, in order that it 1na? 
h;:- nH1dl' a pPrll1:.1ne>nt d-epo -it, or a dcl:CsJt. 

( ,;~ 11. 
f}_'hc TnEASrRFR; The £14)C')0,0001 or w_hut

':-T· •. r n .. •nount it i.~ i3 inv{ sted in the 1\.gncul
tural-Bnnir and i'n \\·orkcrs' ch;o;,Te11ings,_ which 
bring~ back the interest to tl~e depo·,ntors. 

:\Ir~ (~, P. BA 't:-\ES: What is the use of 
tlw Treasur0r saying that that amount of 
£14.000,000 is inve>tPd in that 'vay '!. It 
y,~nulcl be n good thing for QneE'nsland 1f 1t 
were so invested, but only a nH~re m01~ty 
nf it is so inYested. I notice in r:onncct.wn 
"it}r the puulic balances at 30th Septemb.·T, 
l920, that the wholo of the GovHnment 
SeYings Bank money 1c mcludcd m the 
GoYPrnlTJPnt balancPs. I haYf~ t"\vo snms. 
hdore me mentioned as £2,325,000 odd, and 
Goyernment Sa.vinga Bank inscribed Rtoc.k 
£298.0f5 4o. 6d. \\ihnt I want to know lS 

whether '"l' a.re pa~ving intPrest. on t~es.e 
<.1.n1ount.s? Ar·~ "<' getting tbat for .'' 11lx,'' 

. s it were, or a re we pa:ving so rr1uch 1nterest. 
f,,,. it '1 It seems to mt-and I hope the 
Trcasnrer IYlll co.,.JtnJdiet me if I an1 vYrong 
--+hrtt IYC vay no interest for that rtlTIOUnt. 
I ~vould a'.-~1{ th0 Trea:::urer if that atnount is 
lBL-~~jng 11~terest. 

Thr: THEASURER. :'~o. 

P. B1\H~ES: The work dDne jn 
a.dYai!C'C~ t.J St:>tt~ers and the 

Art h~ ~ bt:en s;11endid. 
Con1m1s;;;ioner, on pages 

rr:po1·t. ::.1akes ref0I:ence to 
0 in that connecbor~. It 
that a yery large sun1 of 

opt in thi::: direction every 
,~,J~ncthing Ii~:;:f' £478. 1_67 
in 1S20. ~ £293,870 for 

he intBresting 
whether h1:.' 

able to rc1}0at 

Jfr. G. P. Barnes.J 
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tltnt kind ia the of tllG 
TiTil· 

6UV tlwt 
fr:r cxncl{d.itun: 
and tLhnt \Yhl'll 

th~'l'C \\ould nn iuclica.ti'lH 
\\·ould he~. l \\ant 

tltat \Yt' <ll'C 

great0r lin1itations 
vi-e ha Ye ever been 

The THL\SUHETI: It is very po· siLle. 

~\Ir. G. F. :B_\1C\ES: It i"'. ancl if unc1er 
~er tltcre are to be 

upon tht: Govt:'l'llnlent 
I do not th i;,k iho tran"for 

1>~ in the interest of thu StatP. \Ye nrc 
tu:ni~!.! do·wn far tt o mall"";' 

applyi~lg for uch-ance 1'ho 
l'( ;1nrts that-

c: Tho nnn1hor of applications for 
i.!dvances n-'ccived Juring the ~-ear 1vas 
1914; to th"e must be added 145 appli
cations brous-ht for\vard frorn tho pre
Yious vc<u: \d1icb n1akes R tot.al of 2,05g 

;lplic;ctim.s dcnlt with during 1919-20. 
u Tho toLd t;:1lnount ap11li( l for \\·as 

"~833,527, including £73.037 in rcoprct of 
upplicationf'> in nheyarH'{~ at 30th J·une, 
1919. of "]tich loans for £478.167 >nre 
;Irantc·d to 1.502 allpllcants; 394 applicn
t1ons \Yere J(,,..·llrH-=:cl or \Vithdra\YIJ: and 
163, rPpn amount £79,274, 
remained in at the of the 

' o~ 

I arn anxjous about those 
apt)lications 1n abL)Yance. 
E-...-L't''- 1nan '' iw . ..:, to tlo \\7 iih the 
baEk i a WHl'P tL ·Lt ho has to prod along 
officials in or,..L,I· to bu!'rY on d£>cisio11s \Yith 
rpg;nd to Bank ;~dYn1wt··· J-Iere tht· 
cOnunissioncr us that 163 applications 
re1nainc.d in or "\YCH~ carried fur-
ward. The 'Lsurer admitted a n1on1ent or 
two ago that \YC ma;· anticipate that there 
1vill be ·<1 -!lore li1nited ~Supply of 1noncy jn 
the futare than Wf' ha.Ye had in the paot. and 
I ,,-ant to kllo\Y if llH?nlbeF on this EidD of 
the Hou'3e, <Jr 1. e+o1bcr:-: on tbc othc1· Ride of 
the House, ,_ne going to look favourably on a 
prospect of that kind' \Ye know that wo 
cannot get a1l \Ye want in a growing State, 
but if we are g-oing to find that devclopn1ent 
is to be retarded simpl:: bec<mse azh-ances 
cannot be sectucd, it seems to 1110 that this 
Bill is not in the interest of tl10 people. 

The Tm:A8T;RER: \Ye will do much better 
under this aJTangen1Cllt \Yit.h l"·gard to the 
Agricultural Bank and _,-orkors' dwellings if 
the hanks are crnn!Jincd than "'SC could do 
v,ith the bauks op::ruting separated~. 

:'vir. C. 
vou w1ll. But., 
~vhich "Yill be 
in nroporrion to 
TIOIV IYllC'Il th...:: hYO arC in 
own hank ne~ £15.000.000, and 
v:ealth Bank £~.000.000 of 
VYC ill Teeein> Olll' lH"·Oportion of 
\vl1at -,,,-jll lw the result A. 1TI0!11Cnt .(:ls.;o 
Trc<.t~nrcr said he was ntili~jng- the v:hc!e of 
the Sb'.h? Savings Bank lnon:~y. The whole 
amounts to £15.000,000. and if >Ye get oniy 
70 nPr cent. of that. the 1vi1l be 

~r~2 .. 600.000. I 1~~~t nn~·('~~:1~·~·enrcsr}~~~o~~ f~~~1~:}~ 
p{:::itinn. ~ 

[Jfr. G. }J. J]arnr-.s. 

T HrAS"C'RER: Rctnon1bcr, our Savings 
founded in 1860, and bet\\'ecn 1860 

is sixty years. The Con1n1on
has been in operation ouly 
Ffo1Y, then, can you cOLipare 

o£ the t~ o 1Janks? 

R\.B.:'\ES 
and I say 

on to thctr proportion 
that '-ill b(~ grca tcr than 

a~_; t1kil· pl'oportion 
tho Cornl~lOil\Ycnltlt. 

in the Govc•rn1:v:ut Savings 
£6,893 r79. J3~' 1919-

aepcJ to £E,241,007 
The >Yholc of 

Cowrnomye~lrh Bank 
an10u:nts onlv to 

ever, I a111 11ot going to 
long i11 of.liscuc...slng this 

tlie r .rticul ar point I 

Tbc TnEARURER : ~\.. \-·.·:r:- good point, too. 

;\[r. G. l'. DARXES: In goin~· round the 
,'OnlJtr,v dming the election;; I shtod that if 
rcturw~d 1 ..,, ould .:ulvccate IYith .:dl n1y rn1ght 
ti;nt a n1(1!P::. of the dcpo.'-iits going into any 
onr:• bank ~hould be dt \~ored to local dcvelop
uu:nt<ll work. 
TL~ T:rn:AST'HER: A YCr\- good idea, but it 
nut original. · 

:'~Ir. G P. BAR:\ES: I do not rciuf'rn1Jet· 
from v;hotrl I g.)t tbc idr L but I fl.flvoc~ted 
tLat a u:oietv of the aJuount deposited 111 a 
p:trticniD t' bflnk should devotPd to the 
de\ of the di~trict 1vhich those 
dt-';·o rj_ d8 rpl'PC.~Ul'C'l' \YHS good 

· ancl tell mn that Sir 
v,cr0 in that 

on the other sido 
:lf'r C{'nt. of such J~po6i1ts 
) ]lJ<. a] purpo (' 1', .t 0111y 

will bo aYailable for 
looking O\~L~r tile 
,,-ith the central 

asrenen'·~ and in the 
report r'~fi11d it.1fonna-

,, hi eh should uf mtere~t 
to t·hc 1--fon:-'r·. deposits at central office~ 
rctnmmtcd in 1919-1920 to £9,251,222: the 
\Yithdra \Ya]s fr01n central offier~s totaTled in 
the ,-atl!C period £10,930.200. so that, so far 
w:;:, ('Pntra 1 offiCl'S wen~ couccrncd, ':-c vv~nt 
ccnsi(lc'rall1V to rhe bn.d. In connection 1v1th 
o ::tcnr1n·., t1w deposits for the sa.me period 
>Ycrc £3,S33.785, and the withdrawals onh
£2,258,940. ther<'b:· showing that the g;rowth 
of thP SaYings Bank of Quecn~land \\ J,S due 
to the - of t h r~ pe,'.pl e dcposi ted~ in ~he 
branch \\ an\·1ck as a. cc>nt.r nas 
t.vYcnh:-hvn a~rcnei0..:. If onc-foLutecnth ofi 

· ' depo_.its in those branch 
to the of 

~,';cl., to hear th. 

for 

'hot ;:.trict. 

c,-uld builcl the via 

the cnnr;· .:.~tinp; 
r 1 

ilhHJcys ntiu,ht bC' inad::< 
t' th et 
in thi 

dir0c'tlon. Look at tlle 
irrigation a.nd water 



"1 ou the Conclan1jnc if t' (~ n1nae ,' 
JWOTJ1e in thn \Y~ln;ick distrlc:t vn_·r~: 
tlH' right u~c. That ·\\'ould be 

to c'tabli.'h 

llt 

and 
Intt·rl to 
spent in 

.. t5o,o.:o-
uut 1nuch u1ore than half thcn. If 
v ere to gL•t t.hc th~'CP-tcnths tha.t 

gf'ntlL:inan said would he cxpc•ndc-d 
. we \nmlcl probabl:· ban' the 11cst 

of £30'1/'00 to expend on dcn:lopmental 
in 11,nd arrund that centre. And 1,1:hat 

to \Yarvnck-and hon. gcntlcnten ha-d 
nolo this-applies equally to every 

other centre in the land. 'Ye should sec that 
the rnoncys saYed in a cornrnunitv are 
exp<•ndc•d 'in that community in helpmg to 
develop its resources. 

The TREASURER: \Yhat were you doing to 
accomplish that during the fifteen years 
b1h1 ~en 1900 and 1915, whik your Govcrn
JYJPnt -;ye re in po1ver? 

:\lr. G. P. BARNES: If we had accom
pli.-hed all our purposes in life, we would 
not be here. (Laughter.) \V e have not done 
ull that ·we 1night haYe done, but I i1naginc 
tlwt, v;h(~n the Treasurer corncs along next 

he will find now work to -do. T'rere is 
:1n_ opportunity, and I ho110 it j,, 
gotng to be seized. I am hu1rt and soul 
·with the Tn asurcr. (Governn1ent laughter.) 
I am --tfrnid the Treasur0r is not big enough 
for this, but I am heart and soul with the 
Premier in his c0nccption of \Yhat should be 
douc to clcYelop tbe rc-;ourcc-s of Queensland. 
A great deal has bc~en said about the• 
l'L'duction of ('"\:pcncliture and in favour of 
centralising the business. I am op}lo:-;cd to 
C'~ntrnlisation; I believe in decentralisation; 
but the Treasurf'r said jns::t now that an 
imn1ensf' saYing v,·afl going to be C'ffectcd 
a lT·,nlt of the combination of tho two 
I \Hndd ask the hon. gent]enutn }VJ\V 1:-1. 

g·oing to effect this saving. Take, for 
in.f't·anrf1 the n1on e1nployed in connccti<Jn 
,,·ah the Vi7orkers' dwelling-s bran1 '1. Thev 
must be kept in employm'ent, bec'luse tlw·t 
branch of Hw work \Yill still be continue<!. 
The same holds goor! with regard to other 
kJ ncls of advances. ~s it not extraordinarY 
for the Government to sa v with one br''" tit 
that they aro bringing in- a Bill to trnnsfol' 
tlw rrreat banking institution, which prO\-id••s 
the1n \Yith ready 1noney to C1,1TV on n1a1v 
things. and in the next breath to 'tell us tha't 
one 0f their planks is the establishment of 
rural banlc? 

The TRE\.SUEEH: "\'\'"hat is wrong with that? 

:\lr. G. P. BARNES: \Vhat is wrnng '-'· ith 
it is th~~t the GoYCl'}l1110nt arc giYing aWd:V 
the ":lYll1g-; banks tn the Yarious cf'ntre~, 
~rhich Dl'' Lnc YPl'Y inst.itutions 'vhich vould 
eJJable ihf'n1 to ca1:rJ- out their rural bank1ng 
po11ey. On that ground alon(', I think the-
- ro -a huge blunder in transfNring 
the Bank of Quecnslancl to the 
Cun:mon wra lt 11. 

The PRE:\1IER: I just want to sa.'- a 
''1nl or t\',v on thif' subjPet, a;;; hon. nlcwbcr::j 
op;1osit0 sc'enl to be labouring under 1nuc:1 
tdi3apprC'hcnsion \Vith regard both to th,; 
intentions of the Govcrnrncnt and w·hat is 
ir>cl:d0d in the Bill, and as to what wril b,, 
tbo o ticomc of the amalgamation. The hon. 

--iJ' .. ent, £le., Bill. 

J:tcn;l.Jc-:· \Yho has ju;~t rc.~uniu.1 
-:-o hllllh: thnt tb.:: Go' 
\l"IJl (J! l on-:ideral:le 

l)\' thA 

tlmn 
rr i~t s:-. The hmL 

out IYC on1 \. £tet 70 
per U.'nt. nf the c-'X<'C·; s depo::-1t.s u1~d~'r the 
llf'IY bc·ht>llW, ~-lHl he tri(•{1 to JnakP c:nt tlw.t 
·.-.t:- \'·oukl get nloL'L' than 70 per of tlu~ 
eo1nlJine-rl exccp,s deposit:-; in ~£ 
we continued tlw State lL uk us scpal'nte 
entitY. As a oL fact, position 
is n(~t a:::. he it. If tlw Cunnnon-
\\ calt h Bank \Y'erc to conti nuc running on 
parallel lines, as it dcws no\Y, the Cornu1on
wcalth excess depo~i+s atC' 1 ikC'ly to be greater 
than the deposits in the State bauk; and, if 
\Ye v,et 70 per cent. of the total deposits of 
the two banks, wo shall certainly get n1oro 
monov than we haYO control of now. The 
hon. 1~1cmber e.tatecl that we have accumulated 
c£15,000.000 of deposits in the St,atc bank. 
But those £15.000,000 took sixty vcars to 
~~crnmu1ate. The hon. rne1nber said that 
during a certain period quoted by him the 
dcno:;;its in our bank had incr0asc-d bv nearl·v 
,£6.000,000: but that inc1·caec v.as dno to the 
fart that Y,'C' increa~,_"d the 1naxinn1n1 amonnt. 
of deposit bearing interest., and also to the 
fact that we raised the rate of interest, 
>.Yhereas t.lw Con1nlotnv0a1th d<~clinf'd to 

i nf 1:t'ase their intC'rest rate be:vond 
[9 p.m.] 3 per cent. ThPy de: 1ined to 

f'l1t('l" into cat-throat conlp('tition 
w-id1 1"11e other State<, h.v increasing Hw 
intPrt·~t, HlH1 rightl;7 so. too. and they also 

th0 waxin1tnn a1nonni· of inter0~t
rleposits ,£310. as again~t a mnxintu1n 

in the 8tat0 Sayjng-s Bauk. A>: hon. 
know, the State 83sings Bank pa!·s 

nt. the rat.0 of 3~ por cent. on d0posits 
l1!> to l~ndcr thi~ ne\Yarrangmnc·nt, \Ye 
will haYP control o'.·cr fnr greater fund:; than 
\Ye haYc had in thP nast fron1 onr <HYll bank. 
That i;:; one partict~hr adYantagc that the 
State \Yill get. ft'ltf'.J h;- th(' TrE'~1~ta~Pr, 
"·Y" '.Yill also gPt 30 per cent., l'C'Pl'('~r'llt::::!lg 
the ""cess drposits in the luwds of the 
Connnonwcalth Bank. and that mone:v~ v,·ill 
be uscd-\YC have been assured by the 

of the. Commonwc 11th Bank-for 
purpos(~ of loans to local authorities and 

fnr n1-hc>r locetl uses in Queensland. I n1nke 
t1~at statcrnc11t on ihc a:::osnranco giYE'n to the 

bv thP Gon•rnor of the Common-
Bank ·during the negotiations \~.-hich 

took place in conner-tion \vith the propc'".ed 
an1alg·an1ation. Tllf'rf' is nothing in the 

about thf1 30 per cent. of f'X{'e.;:s 

the goy0rnor of the hank as~<.ECS 
ES that that is IYh<:lt hc proposes to do. 

J.Ir. C. P. B.\HXES: \Yill those dtY)O:o;its be 
in t1 c cli:~tricts '"here tl!cy were 

PRE::\HER: From what the Governor 
CunJll1(>'_\n'alth Bank said, ]H' \vill 

nwkc- rho;;;(~ dcpo,its D\'ailable to the dif'.rricts 
from IYhich theY v·c·rc l' ·eciycJ. for dc-.;c]o~)-

. schCn1cs. I Ihink that i3 a good 

::\Ir. G. I'. RIRXE'': It is a good scheme. 

The PREMIER: \Yell, that scheme is 
made practicable b,- means of this agreement. 
The hon. member" seems to be very much 
concerned about the State right• qu9stion, 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.] 



which scen1s td Le i~l-~-olvcd in this. Both the 
hon. l11ClllbC'r fur \Yar;yick and tlu" hon. rnerll
br l' for Bu!i1nba SPf'ln to be alanlH'd about 
1 h tend enc.\~ to iLcrl'tbC' the po";t·rs of 

alth. I do nut kno\Y \Yhat 
are iu rc:~~u·cl to tltat 1 bllt 

iu _--\..u~trulia ic;, to 
t..'l'::i of the Conltnonwealth. 11- ]:-; 

I do not ::,ay that \Yt: should hase-nor 
I ad1nit that the Labour part~' 3ttncls fo1· 

-unification. l do not -~nY \Ye ~hould haYo 
unification. ~ 

7Hr. G. P. :C.\HXES: )tou adn1it it in thi,;; 
agreen1e11t. 

The PRE::\liEH: 2:\o. It js rccognispd 
evervwhcre that the f'om.1non•.vealth 1nust 
ha veu great'(_'r PO\\ Cl'S than it has at pn·~·..:llt. 
g,nd there is bound to be a reeonstruction of 
the Constitution bdore long. EYen tho 
N atio11a!ist party m the Commomvealth 
Parlianu~nt arc taking the necessary steps 
to constitut.e a !'Ol1Ycntion for the purpose 
of reconstructing the Conrn1on'\vea1th Con
stitution. We knoy: what will be the out
corne of this conn~ntion. It v~·ill 1nean that 
aduitional powers will be g,iYe1l to tho 
Connnon\vealth. EYer•,-one rr1ust kno'Y that 
it will all tend in th-P direction of giYing 
'::!TC 'iter powc1·s to the Con11I10ll\V8alth. The 
Commonwealth ha1 o est a blishod a national 
bank. rr1le (;on1ll10D\Yealth Bank did 
inlnleastuable seryicc to the whole com.
nrunity during the ~,var. and it ·will do itu
rneastnhJh1c sel'Yicc for _._.\_ustralia in the 
future. \Ye YYill be able to get mone.r from 
that bank for the m nketing of the 
of _.Australia and in othc1· direction 
Con1tno11weaJth 1:0: in a better position tu 
do that thall State, or any group of 
S""at.( ~-. ·~,~hich t{) develop their goyern-
n1ental a~.-tivities. 

At fhe minute' past 9 p.m .. 
The CHAHL\L\~ or Co~DII'l" ... EES r lieved tho 

Speaker in the chair. 

The PRE~IIEH., continuing: This agrco
L~f:nt sho\vs that the Con.:.n10il\Yealth Bank 
js \Yillin,. to cntf:r into a reasonable arrangP
rnPn!~ ,~-tt:h the States to elirninut.e unn-Jces-

eorupet1tion. and to do .away v:ith 
and at the 5"~n1c tinw give to 

the States certain ad\?antngcs OYer t:1c pre
sent banking sy:;tt n1. \Yh~- should we ~tan4 
in thp \YDY of son1cthing b~ing accynllJhs~c. l 
on belwli of the cornrnu_nJty ·r L nder un~ 
-r~·: r'"c-nwnt the State Gon:rnn1ent will 
n;o1·c fun(l_q at their disposal than thc•y 
1n The Con1n1on\vealth haYt' 
ent an a1Tangcn10nt \Yith the Trca-
:;:u;·c·r. ac-ting for the Stat--\ 

Go·;;__"rnor of the Bank, unde-r 
rate of interest ,,-in 

of 

this 
that 

scherne i~st!Cd b~- th(' 
no n:n ,on ~'llv he 
at all. The ·t,vo schernes art~ quit0 

The old sche1no could he opposed 
lnoub,-_T;:; of State GoYernrnents on 

grounds, b0cause it did not represent 
a g;ood barg·a in to any of the States. But 
thiS is a. different thing a1togc,ther. ThH 
ngn'crncnt is a bet~ er bargain for the State 
of Queensland. The hon. member for 

[Hon. E. G. Theodore. 

Ayrec,r,en', Eic., Bill. 

it; 

on 
out l!J 

A, u moJter of 
in connection with thi·.; 

v.-ith the Curn1nonwoalth 
they \YCl'C brought forv.-J.rd 

conf€rcnce in the beginniug 
of F319-ncady tv. u yc~trR a 6 o. On that 
occa~ion J:vir. \Vatt \Yas the Federal Tre::t
~urci·, and cceupic,.:l the clwl1·, nnd I would 
likc to quota his rernnrks to ~ho;,v that, 
although ho had beE:n for sorne ;N ars con
nect'!d \Yith the State adrrlinistration, he 
r(•cognisecl now that tho States bad nothing 
to fear in the n1atter of the a1na:<Tn1nat.ion 
of the St.,te and Federal Savings Banks. 
This j, what he said at that conference-

" I hayc never modified anv of tho 
argun1ents I u:3cd as a 1nen1ber of a 
State adn1i11i~tration in opposition to 
the campaiQ·n of competitipn, but I 
anl trying to view the rnatter as it now 
is

1 
apart from its history. and apart 

froin tho question of responsibility and 
blmnc for the orl ::ination of the troublt'. 
H ]c-; our dut,v, I t.:,_k·c it, to do that" 
I tun a -tonndcd that the l-iberal arrange-

<Put sug~c_:;ted h--tS net been unani-
acce11ted by tho StaL, There 

HO , J them. On the 
a.rrangPnJer.t st:;.££{l'::-tl'-1 

t~H::u e\ er; advantt-ure.~ All the obje...:
tioJt;:; I rais:d in tl~e e -;_Tly days haYo 
b{, n 1/,10dified in the proposi~ion I have 
1nadc. 

Thr agreuuent ·we are putting for\vard. to: 
night l·enlo\-os a Jot of the obje-ction ra1sed 
bv the Stato s~~ycn or eight :curs ago, and 
I~ !na:: sav <:bat in our uegotiahons with the 

~ of the Con11non'i\ ealth Bank we 
still more modifications of ::11r. 

\Yatt's \Ye h_aye now got a lib2ral 
chcn1e, I an1 .satic,_flod that eYe1·y ntenJ~ 

h•r of a State Parliarnent. or a State 
C~oYETlnncnt, can agree ·with this sch-eme'. 

State n1.._ n1ber can take an,v logical o?Jcc
to the agrcmneut \Ye haYe entered Jilt?· 

It has bcru suggested that the agn::emel1t 1s 
~~ t:.·ndei,,_·v towards C''ntralisation. but I do 

· are gr-tting n1oro funds at 
th,m we had before. In 

Go,-crnnlcnt ,1, ill be directly 
on a board Y, hich conh·o1s it· 

\Yhat 1norc do yon \rant than 
Tho credit State vcili dill 

the denartment 
and for the 
anr1 \YO C:1!1 

are- cc :nccnwd. 

}L'. 
locJ.t 

\Yill it br lonncd to 

Thn PREI\1Tl~R: '.Ye ~h;_;_Jl 
foi tlla.r. purpo.;.c than ,;-c 
L'nd(~l' dH• [1 

('f'nt. of 
nt c-all. 
llSP CJf 

]; 

\\-hich :li'C :-;q1n1-:-. In t]v· 
rast State llSPd this DlOrte'· 
for carryintr pnrr•..,r•s. But n:'dr•r 
this a,grccrnent vve vnll get 70 per cent. of 
the dt~posits as a straiQ·htout loan invested for 
a lone, terr:_1. Local autlwriiic3 -.?'iil be able 
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froln d11• oth r !) r~'~-::L 
k rrn:,, e:-dcHding

\~PaJ . So that ''-·c ,,~ill p;;,' 
loo p•·r cent. c.: thP -::sec·

·PY'l'.V y,-:a-1'.- Thrtt is grcat·"'r th -.._-:--; ' 
~.;et nt the present tirne. \Ye <' rm.ct. n~:.! 
1vhok· of the funds in tlJe bank a: the pr, 

time f,-w thr- :nurpn:sc nf n1aking lo.~~1s 
nu:horiHc:: a1 d ot11Prs. but, nrJ.de1· 

'his anan:;-ement, the full 100 per cent. will 
bo rt.\'rti1:1blc for the activitir~ nf rhe SLtte 
on c\~ceptional ter111'-. It needs to l;e rrrog
niscd by hon. nwtnbcrs-the point do-·3 not 
·eem to haYe been noticed bv tlwu-that in 
n1aking the transfer \VQ ;ora in \vh:t ~-ever 
1)rofits h:tYG bcon accnnlnlatcJ in the intStiM 
tnhon, and thov arnount to a very t :)nsidrr
able snr:;. \Ve" also r' tain the nr~cn:1:ul::t0d 
reserYe fund, \Yhi..ch has been creJ.tc·ct out of 
profits. In th0 arr ~ngem0nt :-:ugg('sted 
c,riginally, \Y.hich the I)enham Government 
turned down, it wa.s not proposed that those 
profits or reserYe funds should rCI~!ain vvith 
the Stai,J, but ehould go over with the insti. 
tution. An0thcr weakness of that proposed 
agre~rr1ent -.,yas that the 'vholc o" the fLu'ds 
~\~hirh 1n~rc in the current accotlLt of the 
S Bnnk h8c1 to be transfen~t:d. In thi~ 
cas~' rcm;<in \Yith the StP.t·~ on 1YL~1t 
1s dcpe'·it at c dl, bnt jt i~ re•Jly 
rnorc th.· n deposit at t·dl, Ler:J.n~e thev can~ 
not be called np unlc·~s there is etl1 ~excess 
of \.Y it hdr.::l\\'al"' ~-Yet dcpm::i ts in any year 
);_· in any qnarter, .and that is not likely to 
happen ,,,hilc Qtll· nslund 1nakes 11rogress, 
-and \1·e hope that she will contin,~c to rrutke 
progn:ss for n1any yt?ars to con1e. 

Mr. G. T'. BARNES · Look at thr C'X<£::3' of 
vvithdra\Yn]·, in ccttaln c.~ntrc 

Tlw .PHE1\1IER: That does not matter. 
· only the agg1·cga.te rF'·•mlt that counts. 

l1lay 1 be heavy 'v.ith~ra\'i~al:?, in n~/rnc 
an et heavy d.eposlts 1n oth(: r2. 1.nr·n: 

i"") no period in our bistorv l\·he;·c thero ha~; 
bc0n an cxce~-3 of \vithdra~Y.als ovc~ denos}ttJ. 
171 cYcrv c ~oSe thl're has Leen a grc·a!er o1· 
Je:)S rrcCnnndation of deposit:J 
T·horc-forc \VO cn·o not have from 
the Common'" ectlth anv call on £3.000,000 
Ddd '>·hi eh r~iJl be dep'Osiied at c di. 

It is tnF·J tb0 hon. rne1nbc' 
pl)intcd ouL this 2 rr0cn~ent 1)> 
Go,~el·nmC':J.t to plr:ce th__,eir Lanki{~g 
w·ith the Cornmonwcalth B~1nk ::-o ~n'On as they 
arc frrH fJ·on1 tlw agTCfHTl(·nt \'i·lth tl~e Qu0enS
i2.nd N ationJ.l Be.nk a.nd the ]3anlz of Eag~ 
land. a-,.d nt ilH? s '"n1e tin1e to p ':truit the 

il"'nk to r11~nag-r: our loan 
no reasonable contention 
that. If a1w bank should 

of t)u('cnslancl lr 
Bank. the ban:, 

in f:,pirit and in 
>.ln\:: i:l CY! r., SCYl"-C 

~~ .h:~ 

p~trt Government in 
;:-·onr at the S~lDG tirnc 
that rt:C{'J!t ycnrs~j; 
of the procent Government, at any rate-we 
ha l no comphint whatever ag·ainst tho 
Queensland National Bank in rc·spect to the 
wa:· in which they havo manag~d the bnsiness 
or rn~t our requi!'cn1ents freta time to time. 
It i,, hm>·cver, only natural that when the 
ag-reement expires the Commonwealth Bank 
• !ionld tako over the bminess, and without 

about th- tr .. -..nsfer of the 
i5 ;ikel"" tl-.a t the transfer 

GoY l'L.Jl'nt, ' count-; to the C'1Jinmon

Bank ru1d haYE' bf _•n nu,de. Thd 
witlt t~10 Tlallk of Eng}anll has a. 
to I th-ink more i h~tn t,~n 

can be dor:t~ for son10 
, £"", sr .. enit'llt do(-~S expire 

th(_~rc is no L',<-,on ...,, hy the ConH.non'.vordth 
B?.uk-"~hi,,h i~ :iinnlv (.,t:tbi' ~hed in London 
-shoulrl not rnnnn·:e Our bu inr altoo at that 
encl. The hrm. 1nernbc~· for 0::\:lcv casts so!:no 
,;,, tbt on the "hility of the Cow.monwealth 
J3ank sncc:~ssfully to rnana.ge our loans. I 
run suro hn i:s la.bourjng n11clcr a rni6'Jndcr~ 
st1 ~,-lillg. The Ba.nk of England has dont~ 
onr Lnf-inc-..r,, in regard to the m ·nagement 
of the loans, l~ut it does not manag the loan 
i:3SUC3. rrhe only bvsineSR it doe~ is tO fE'Cei VB 
and to kc~:p af'~counts. The \\ark of advm
tising the loans, undonvriting then1, and 
placing thP.m on tbe nu~rket is all dDne by 
brokerc The Bank of England employs 
the l.'"':>lHd brokers i11. the san1e \VJ..y ae the 
Commonwealth B,,nk would do, and wht~ther 
the bu'>inE"~s \Vas handled bv th~ Bank of 
Eng1and or the Con:rnonwcafth Bank would

1 
in rny opi nlon, rnakP not a t.ittle of difference 
~n the ~ncc0~s of the propo.:,:>d loan. 

So far as Queensland herself was c Jn· 
corned., the hon. n1f'mber suggef.itcd that vve 
v.-cre proct oding- along \Yrnng lines a.nd 
lc,ing' an npportunliv to e~~tablish a StatB 
trading banlc I do not take much notice 
of that, ernanating fron1 the sonrce frorn 
\vhieh it come.-3. frmn a prominent mernbcr 
of the l'\ ationalist party that stands against 
cvnrything national. that stands against every 
kind of Go,~ernn18Ht ontcrprise or actiYi ty 

Mr. BEBBEGTOX: Draw it mild. 

Tho PRE'\l IER: I am not spc" ':ing of 
thG hun. n1nnber's party, but of that Ot. the 
l"wn. n1cmber for (Jxlcy. 

1.\Ir_ FRr : No, that i~ \vrong. 

The PH,E:vliER: I ;un fl!Jcaki:.,s o£ the 
rf'rnarks of the hon. m:31nber for Oxley, vvho 
condcrnns the .agrecn1cnt on t.h-=: ground th:.tt 
it is throw~inc: ,-;~,·ay a golden op110rtunity 
tn c5tablish a stron~. hoaltlty nati-onal bank
a t.rading co:.1c0rn that cou}d launr;h out in 
aJl dire{_tioJH:> and canturo for the Govern~ 
1nent rnillions of n1o;lCY. Sneh an institu

conld only do tha"t at the expense of 
bunks al·d private enteq:n·i~.) and 
It \Yonld have the rnosG 

prrrty' s 
criticis:rn. 

; it 
doe~ 

frorn ho11. :r.nen1bc·r in a 
to . ...:~>r! tho re 'dt bronght ribout; 111.~; only 
cicoitc is to he: r him"•lf talk. Tn 
the- "IOil\Yoalth Bank snpvlies 

only way that is necc~·'3a.ry. 
r:wet·-;, corn\~r of the 
and" to1Yl1 and villa.gc 

if ncc1 There js no Hc;cs~ 
thr States :tart banks iE com-
"~sith it. CnnlnlOD\VCtilth B11nk 

p2rfonn the functions Df a State and 
ealth hankinr.; u.rd b~/ a 

co-operution r.an ._make rnachinory 
its fnnds ,·,·aila.ble for the purposes of 
State Governments as ell u.;; for the

purposes of the Common'\ve~tlth GvYernment. 
\Ye~ in this agrcernent, ha vo signified our 
intention and ~xpressed our desire to utiEse 
the machirwry a!rH-dy established, and to 

Hon. E. G. 1'heodore.] 
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c..cTor>.erntc with the Cornn10ll'
for the 1nu·po:>, of 1naking 

Bank 

the:, thenL•wlYes aecunnllatt~. 

(JC11rif,nu): 
c·vnlel'L'J 

The ui::;;('u:=: -ion 
t 1

lP ud\-i_a-

IS 

hank acconH~''' to be dccrca·".:>d. 
Bcfort- I go on with that argurncnt. I \Yould 
li~e to ~ 1.~· that we ha Ye not been supplie(l 
\VIth na.rbcula.rs as to hO\',r rnanv accounts 
there · arc• in thP Quecnslan.d Go,·ernment 
Savings Dtcnk over £1,300. \Ye have been 
informed that interest i.s paid \w the Queens· 
land Go..-crnn1Pflt Savings Bank on sums np 
to £1,000, nnd that the Commonwealth 
Government intends to P"-Y interest up to 
£1.300. The point I wish to ra.i,e is-what is 
going to happen to those accounts exceeding 
£1,300? It means that if thev are driven 
into the genera.! banking a.c~'ount of the 
Comrn,onwcalth Bank they \vill be withdrawn 
from the deposits, th8y will represent with
drawals, thereby helping to decrease the 
excess of deposits over withdrawals. 

TL0 P"RF,HEH : Thr-re 
tkw £1.300 111 tlw 
d-:.-a.\Yillg int·•rr'3t. 

no acconnt of more 
f)aYing·s Ba.nk 

!\Jr. FRY: I am not saying thev artJ 
(h<u,ing intc·n~o:t. but at the ~an1c tirnC they 
n1ay be ~ ·ithdrn wn. 

d01 

fo1:f'
1 

1'HF::,fiFR: There is no lndiYidual 
uf OY('l' £1,000 r1t prP <~nt, and) thcre
il( Clr1 be \YithdraY;JL 

\Ir. FR·s.:~: \Ye: arp glad to haYc tho .. assur
anco of the Premier to that effect. I 
undnr~ranc1 that there are sc-..-eral. This 
point \Ya:::. not raised iluring the c-li~cnssion, 
anti, ('OlF('fJH<.."lltl~T' I hnYf~ raised jt r:o-w. 

aga;n, l \Yant to pDint out that 
ilgn 1'-cs ~ha·' us that. therE' lHl::;; l>tc:en 
in s:l\ inr~R Bank bu~illC"S this vcar 

ns ('Ornp.:a·pd 'iYit 11 k_,~f. ~~ear. Tak0 5\re-:,, 
Sou:h \Yal('"· The avcra.gP- .:unount per 
dcpo~i;or on (10th .June, 1919. wus £~7 
:Ss. 9d .. ,,-hcrcas on 3l~t ::\larch. 1920. it v;as 
£_46 1s. 5d .. hcing ~ de ~rcoec of £1 14<. 4d. 
It ~"·c take Victoria w.c find that the nYcr ,, o 
.J.."-lOUD~ p0r dcpo:sitor on 30th Jnnc'. 1819, w~s 
£40 2 _. 3d .. and on 31st J\Iarch, 1920. it \Yas 

0:l., a. decr('asc of 5-". 6d. T:lf'Il, if 
\\£' \YC f1nd that thE:.. average-
per .hm' . 1.919" '""' £GO 
19.;;,. :3-lnl'ch, 1920, l t ''·as £48 
4' dr~Cl'l:CJ.<:;C of £2 15s. 40, 
Th('ll Y.e con1e to South Australia .lTld we 
Dnd thht the a\-erag~ )Jf'l' dciw~itor oa 30th 
,]un(', £41 8s. 7r1 .. an(l on 3ht 
J\h,·eh. "''' £39 13e .. <hmYing- a 
dccrr '' o1 £1 lf, ?cl. Then take \Yc"tcrn 
_./i.uqr ,lirt: tho a\-C:l'Hf!-'E' de-poF;jtor on 30th 

was £36 2d., and on 31st 
the aYC'l'Rc:·e per wa'3 

Eel .. ehowing a dcnca'c £2 6d. 
Stat-:- wit-hin the Con1n1oJnYealth 

: hn~,·;i~1g a:n inen n~c i~ Tasn1nnia. '''her tho 
(•11 3Jt~1 J11nP. 1919, \Ya.s £32 19<. 11cl., 

·..:. on 31.-::t ~Ln·ch. 192C, the an1ount 
ld .. ::-howinr; :,n in('roase of 

:~ow, .._-1.\c th0 tOtal deposits. In 
o:o 30th J unc-, 1919, the total 

d,, n -,1to:; Y,'flR £17 ~11, whrl ~·as in 1920 it \Vas 

£17.33·7, .ro that VYP sco thpre is a dcerea~e 
1n ihe total deposit~,. 

[Hon. E. G. Theodore. 

T:-:,~ P~ : The report of the Cotnrnis~ 
:"H: j~(_'t' of s~tYi~i( s Bank ho\YS that thO'G 
fi~:,~n· ""· ~ll'•' 110r l!lJ to .dub•. 

C.Tr. FH'i: The Premier may say that they 
.tr,· •f ~lp to dn(·: thP t-ll't'. llu\ ,•\-t'l'. the 
d\i.,ial !!gm<·· of the Commomyoalth Statis· 
ricirrn, an authority frequently quoted by the 
PrLmicr and his )Iinisters. The point I waut 
to draw atkntion to that the tendency in 
Sa,Ti11gs Bank business to decrease, mHl no 
t_tHll~- C1a~t argue aga~nst that with the figur~~ 
;;yaUanJe. bcc·aut'<' tney arc HlJlll1cable.• to all 
t hP ~tatt:.-,, a.11d this is O\Vi ng to t1H~ present 
condition of affairs. \Ye all realise hoVi 
hard it is for pcojllc to pay their way, and 
this .·ircum.':tnncP has a tcndenr·- to dccrcas{~ 
tl1P d('po~iL The 10~1itiou ls thi.s: That 
,,-hen ,You lJ,tnU OY<'l' thl' Sa.vin,?·~ Bank to the 
Commomn alth Ba.nk you are responsible 
for the difi;._>rcnce bPt\\'cen the deposits and 
the withdrawals. Supposing~ for sorne reason 
or other, within the period stated there is a 
nm upon tlw Qnrcnsland Savings Bank, then 
they mn,t fall hack on \\'hat we term the 
undieturbcd d"posits. \Vhile cv<'ry member 
\Yho ha~ :->pokcn has directed his attention 
to the glmYing proepcrity and the increase 
in the nurnber of .._1,rcou11ts and in the amounts 
dcpo,oitc'd, the whole t, lHlency at the present 
tinw is in tho oppo~ito direction, and whilst 
I \;ould haYe the Trcwcur<~r to hayo 
put fonYanl point ~o as to as:.:,urc th.iF 
Chamber thf'l,' wa.< nothing to fear in that 
(1irectton, he studiou.sly kent right away from 
it. I an1 rai:~ing that l)Oint so tha.t th0 
1--Iou:;:e ,,·ill nut 1-.. _ ;:1 ble to say the point wa::
uot l'aif:_•c\ and 1 think lt 15 a right point 
tJ raise. I f!lll not guing to pa:-.s an,\- furth('l'" 
n'E.nrk~ ;J\' wav of critici~rn, but I think th, 

,l ;uld 1wYc infonned of those 
\Ye han_' Ltr on tlw Govern-

i1H'.lt ~idc tnlkin<.Y aboat thf-~ h-igh c<Jst of 
liYillg. ·~ncl Yl't t} '.\' cannt_,t see that thG high 
coq uf liYing i.'3 t l ai!cct tho SaYi;.s.~ 
Ballk dqJo::-jf~. <'!. n1nttcr of fact, ii :vnn 

\YDl·kinv n1a11 to-dcn.r if ho l1as as 
i11 tlY bank T;O\Y as ho bad 
ago, IH-, \Yill look at you <uHl 

a foul. Tbat is the only thing 
l ::-:'all:>._' the dqJosii n1ust go 

down. gone dov\·n, and they will 
L·untinue to g,1 dowu nntil a change takf';s 
place. The e fixt•,J uJJdi~tul'bccl dcpDi'it~ are 
hoiug to "c affected i11 that \\ay, so that the 
arguwents put fol'-' ttrd ha\TG lost sonw of 
thclr forcP, anJ thr h.tr'?,'ain as a bargain is 
going to lost~ a certuin funuunt of its value. 

o'vi .. GREE:\ ( ill<): I consider that 
this ratifi('ntion Bill OlJe that shou1d be 
1ookcd at ab2Dlutcly ~h~Yoicl of pa1·ty politics, 
and it i· n ~l"?t pity that there hac; been so 

[_,artr, \Yindo\Y·dl'C'Ssing in COllncetion 
nv:~ di~c·u:;; ion thnt has taken place in 

Chnn1bcr. \fter a11, it js only a bu<nf'~S 
business agreoment entere-d 

this repre-
pcop!e 
b,- tln 

through 'their 
the Governor of 

Bank. Such au ugrcc-
consiclercd bv both 
bringing in~ 

politic 111 a!1y Looking at 
frotn .pq:r,Y st haYing llsb:nc l 
cztrcfu 1 1~- to argurP.ents put fonvard, 
especl~: ll;v the nr:;;urncnts advanced in the 
spcoch thE' Pr. mier has just made, I consider 
it is a :cp1('ndid 8.gr:·cn1cnt so far as thP 
people of Queensland arc concerned, ancl 
tbat it will tend to the good of the whole" 
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community. Being a business agreement 
€ntered into by the Government, I think 
it was unfortunate that thev did not take 
into consultation the Comn1issioner of the 
Quec!lJand Savings Bank. No person run
ni.ng . a business, und having a 1nanaging 
(~n·ector. would drcnrn of taking any action 
ia conncct~on witl:; that l u:-.i11l'.Ss without cou
sultiug the one n1o:-5t closed\· in touch \vith 
it, and I certainly think tl~c Treasurer has 
fwcn at fault in that It would have 
been much better for if we had 
had, additiou to fro1n those 

f;Ot 

t}-u: Trc i11furmation 
as to tiJ,~ 

to have 
brou~ .. tht 

c l1ot 

[9.30 p.m.] 
The THEASUllEll: \Ne1 have had expert 

O!Jinion about it. 

:'\Ir. GHEE:\ : I think it was certainly not 
,-;hoy·ing rnuch courtesy to thG person who has. 

plaeed in a l'l:iponsiblc position, and 
not shcnving" consideration to the Bousc 

that placed hin1 in that position. 

The TEEt\.SDP.Ell: All the Treasury otficiah 
rc,c ornmcnded it very ,-trong1.y. 

is subject to 
r nific of Queeu:;la:utl, 

an a':rl'c'-'lneut until i~ is 
i11 the j_Jruper n1a1111 r by this Parlia

ment. \Ye are here to diecusc that ratiflca
tioH from eyery standpojnt. I hope \Yhen \YO 

into Conunlttc;, if there arc any in1por-
HlncndnlcrJts \Yhich will improvo the 

~·on-diticns ar'.d ,saf('guar,d the privileges of 
the people, the Governrneut wiH listen to 
,:1nything ·which rnay be put forward fron1 thi.s 
~idc of the I-Iou' e so as to 1nako it a snfo 
and a just rneamrc. The people chiefly con
{'f'rncd in connc •. tion with this Biil are, first 
of all, the depositors. l thiuk no depositor 
in tbo State: Savings Bank ean c ~vi\i at ::tny 
datbu which will bo likelv to affect him. 
They are eafcguardcd in the 'matter of interest 
'.rhich they are going to rBcci vo. The 
interest is too small, particularly at a time 
\'hen everybod.\ has to pay high interest for 
the money wlnch they borrow. They arc 
;,afeguarded in respect of the amount on 
which they c,m draw. It is a larger amount 
than has ever previously been allowed by 
the Commonwealth Bank. If other States 
come into the agreement. and the conditions 
arc made better. this Stnto \Yill shnre in 
tJwso additional be!lclits. \Ve are told that 
the officials have Lcen silfeguardod in their 
positions. \V c an~ certainly giving fronr 
£14,000,000 to £15.000,000 worth of assets, hut 
-,yhat will the:; comist of--debenture•.. :'11oet 
()f the rno11ey, as the Treasurer interjected. 
has Lccn spent by tho Gcwcrnment, \Yhich h<ts 
1JeoH {1 little spendthrift during· the last five 
years. Only debentures arc being handed 
m·er to the Commonwealth Bank, togocher 
\Yith other securitiu, such as property. \Vo 
ftnd the onlv arnount of cash transferred is. 
thfJ sum of -£137,431. We are going to be 
absolved frotu all re-snonsibilitv in connection 
with the c,,mtrolling- of the "bank: wo are 
going to r;et 70 ]jer cent. of tho excess 
deposits in both banks for the Government to 
uso in developing the State. I was pleased 
to hear the Premier, in his first statement at 
the opening of this Parliament, gi vo the 
a5surancce that 30 per cent. would be handed 
over to the local authorities for their use in 
-de-.:clopnH'ntal work. It appears that, \\-hilc 
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it i:-; nut 111 the Bill, the a~~uraut~c has brf'n 
giv{':!l bv the Governor of tho Cornmornvealth 
Hunk) <llJJ that arnount \Yill be: given to the 
locaJ uuthDritics in prOlJOrtion to the surn 
v;hich has lJeen deposited iu the various 
localities. If that i,; done, I feel it is a 
decentralising ar1·angon1cnt as far as tbat 
three-tenths of the .,_:eposits are concerned. 
Tlwce is no more ardout adYoc.tte of deccn
trali~ation in this :House than I ani. 1\o one 
l"P:discs J110l'C than I do that North and 

,ral Qnct~n-slalld would have Ueen great 
·with grC>at populattons, Jevcloped as 

'hould have been developed, 
given separation twenty-five 

bit l do not think in this Bill 
b any que·~,tion of centralisation. Any

one IYho has hac! anything to do with the 
Lonn.Jolnvcnlth Bank kHO"\V6 they can get fair 
and just trcatrnent. I, as mayor of the city 
of Townsviiie, i]Ht\'G had dealings with the 
Con1n101~\Yealth Bank, and. I ha vu no hesita
tion in saying I could got far more satisfac
tion in quicker time from that institution 
than l could get-though I vv -.ts not baJly 
trecltcd--florn the Treasurer of Queenc:;land. 
Th~ Commonwealth Bank advanced the 
money at the low rate of 5 per cent. 

The TREAfvHER: You knov,- very woli you 
could ha ye got anything frmn tho Coln-
lllOH\\ Bank unlc~-s the Treasurer ha..d 
COll 

-Hr. GR.EE.:\: I admit that. Ko Treasurer, 
jf he had the intcrcst:-3 of tho State at 
heart, \\uuld deny ally local authority the 
privilege of borrowing fro11t a bank when 
tha.t local authority ,;:a,; solvent and could 
g. t the money at 5 per cent. at tho same 
tia1o as tlti:., Goven11ncnt wc1·e askrng at lca~t 
6~ per cellt. Lookiug at thit> proposal froln 
the ll 1cstion of cconon1y, I v-enture to say 
t~1is 1:-'arliaincut should ,,tand for econorn;y, 
and not for \\ astefulnos'j. The carrying on of 
these two Lanks is u duplication of oxpon;::o, 
an exl.JCIJ:::e that no rnun in private business 
would. tulerato for 011e rnomcnt. That being 
so, why should wo tolerate it in admiuistering 
the affairs of the people? If for no other 
reason than that, 1 would feel compdied to 
support this 1neasure. It is going to do av,Tay 
\\ith the multiplicity of offices ar!d officials, 
and a certain an1ount of cornpotrtion. In all 
rcspect5 I feel we aro ,afeguarding the 
interests of tho whole of the people by ratify~ 
iug the agrecn1c11t which has boon placed 
before us. 

Que·otion-T'hat the Bill bo now read a 
second time-~put and passed. 

CO)!:\IITTEE. 

(Jir. J{incan, Brisbane, in the chair.) 
'['],., whole of tho clauses of the Bill and 

schedules \Yerc put and p11~scd without 
di:-;custiion or nn1ondmeut. 

The House resumed. The TEoi!'ORARY 
CiJAHDL\c; reported the Bill without amencl
n1ent. 

The third reading of tho Bill was mada an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

ADJODR.NMENT. 

The PR.E::\IIEH: I beg to move-~ That the 
House do now adjourn. The first business 
to-morrow will be the consideration of the 
Bill relating to the appointment of an extra 
Minister. 

Question put and passed. 

The House adjourned at fourteen minutes 
to 10 o'clock p.m. 




