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Questions.

WEDNESDAY, 24 Novimser, 1920.

The Speaxer (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree)
took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock p.m,

PAPER.
The following paper, laid on the table, was
ordered to be printed:—

Report on the Government Central Sugar
Mills.

RETURN.

The following paper laid on the
table :—
Return giving information asked for in
a question by the hou. member for
Murilla, on the 17th instant, in refer-
cnce to the work recommended by the
Public Works Commission.

was

UESTIONS
STATE PRrODUCE AGENCY REI EXTATIVE IN

BURRUM IELECTORATE.
. BRAND (Burrum) asked
in Charge of State FEnterpr

“1. Was Mr. E. R. Linsey recently
cmployed by the State Produce Agency
in the elestorate of Burrum?

2. To what—(«¢) salavy, (b) travelling
experses did Mr, Linsey become entitled
while i the Burrum electorate?

“3. Were—(n) political organising on
behalf of the Labour candidate, (4) the
convevance thvough the eleciorate of the
Labour o\.ml?dut\ and organiser in a
motor-car hired at State exper
lapos sd upon 7T the manager
of the Produce

The TRITASURET
Fulddington) replied—

‘“1. No, but a Mr,
to investigate and make a report in
regard to  cortain  State enterpriscs
including the State Produce Ageney.

2. Whilst engaged on t work he

paid—{u) Salars 5% 6s. 8d.; and
(%) travelling « 5, £23 2s. 6d.

the Minister

-

\}{Oﬂ‘ J. A,

Fihelly,

Linsey was engag
g

Was

3 No.”
INKFR\M\: 11’RIG#TIO\ WELLS.

Ir. SWAYN
for ”"bn.c
“1. How many wells have been
up to date in connec
man irrigation scheine?

zod the Secre-

sunk
n with the Inker-

“2. How manv of this number, if any,
heve becn found lacking a sufficient

supply of water for irrigation purposes?
3 If any have heen found so lack-
ing, \\'111 their cost be a charge against
the =cheme as a whole: or, if not, how
T 11 the rarc be uojra\cd”
4. Have any wells been filled in?”
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. J. AL Hay replied—
sl Uhe hundrod  and sntecnl WCH»
have been opened up to water; sixty of
these are completed.
“ 2 Seven wells have been found
mable to supply the quantity demanded.
OFCYS have been received from some of
the settlers, on whose portions these wells
are situated, for the purchase of the
wells.

[ASSEMBLY.]

I re
of Stats

Guesiions,

*3, This is a matter which will be
conzidered when ths completed works
are being handed over to the board,

“4, Yes, four.”

o

] UBLISRHED BY LxOVERNMENT.
UR;‘E %i (Burneit) asked the Premier—
1 he lay upon the table of the
s copry of the booklet called
im Memoirs,” shown in the return,
tabled on 20th November, to have enst thoe
State £328: also a copy of the booklet
: shown in the same refurn
to cost £150; and of the ‘ Terse
Information’ (two editions), shown fto
have cost £309°?

“2 To whom were the C’)pu”‘: of the
report of the Commissioner of Trade
mu}t\owed in the return dlstrlbuted"’

(Hon. E. G. Theodore,

“ 1. S,c;, I lay copies on the table.

“ 2. The greater preportion were sent
to the Agent-General. (Whereupon, Mr.
Theodore laid upoir the Mk‘ of the
House copies of the bosklets asked for.)”

CATTLE,

Nintster in Charge

hntmmz -
“ 1. What is the total number of ttle
owned by the State 3tations I
at duto?

© 2, How many cattle were «old by the
bt“to Stations )epmmlel t—() outside
the State, (b)) to lecal butchers, (¢} fto
the vte Butcheries Departent, (d)
through the salevards at Newmarket and
cliewhere, U> to meat: and hat
was the aversge prics pe %

t recelved
under each scp‘lmre heading during the
year ended 30th June, 19207

The TREASURER replied—

“ 1. 173,657,

“20(a) Nil, () 805, (¢) 16,829, (4} nil,
() nil "g pr iccx—{7} 406 to Cairiis
butehices at £12 per head: 199 sundry at
£11 per hoaa, plus hide value. () £10

] Northc:'n cattie; £11 per

;uthcrn mttl'c."’

stey in Charge

“1 Fow many  cattle  from  State
ns were offered for sale through the
Newrmsarket rarvds, By curing the

=1

vmr ended Z0th June last?

2. What wes—(r} the highest, (b) the
average bprice, for State cstle  sold
1 rds 7”7
] LR replied—
1.
“ 2. B2c answer to No. 1.7
F SOVEREIGN IN
SLAND
I i pton)  asked  the
Premier—
““ Has his attention been drawn to the
telegraphed statement from Mell bourne,
appea “'1q in to-day’s imue of the ¢ Daily

Standard, showing ﬂmt the Federal
Basic Wage Comnn stor’s recommenda-
tion indl(’dt"“ that the purchasing power
of the sovereign is greater in Queensiand
than in any other State?”



Questions,

The PREMIER replied—

“Yes., Although I have not as yet
seen a copy of the report of the Federal
Roy athomnnssmn, I understand that the
following basic wages have been recom-

mended—2X{elbourne, £5 16s. 6d. ;
Svdney, £5 17s; Brisbane, £5 6s. 2d.;
Newceastle, £5 15s. 6d.; Adelaide,

£5 165, 1d.;

Perth, £5 13s. 11d.; Hobart,
£5 16s. 11d.

So far as Brisbane is con-
cernad, the above figures agree with
these  published in  Knibbs’s for the
quarter ending September, 1920, which
show that tho purchasing power of the
sovereign is greater in Brishanc than in
any other capital ecity.”

Frurr FLy Lurg
Mr., WARREN (Muwrrumba) asked the
Secretary for Agriculture and Stock—

“1. Is he aware that the fruit fly has
wrought very considerable havoc among
the orchards of Queensland during the
past year?

2. What steps are being taken by his
department to provide a satisfa
frait fly lure in orchard districts, or to
provide other methods of eradicating the
flz 7

The 8E C‘ni‘TL\RY FOR AGRICULTURE
Hon. W. N. Gillies, Fackem) replied—
“1. Yes
“2 Since mv a

ver to the question
of the hon. member for Lockyver on 2nd
October, 1919, an offer has been received
from Mr., Harver to sell his lure for a
p‘;*ico. This offer wes entertrined by the
Government for consideration, subject to
comprehenzive trials of its oﬂlmcx unde

the supervision of officers of the Dnhalt-
of Agriculture and Stock. These
Is are being carried out. mn the finxl
docls.on has not been made.’

Fopprr ror STARVING

~ Mr, CORSER, in the abrence of Mr.
Walker, asked the ‘%crotarv for Agriculture
and Stock—

“ What guaniity of foddev for starving
,:ock was distributed by the Government
during the year ended 30th Junc last?”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
replied—

“The distribution of fodder

through the State Px‘nduco

Stock.

’rh quantity distributed for the -
3Cth June lazt was 101) tons.”
UBLTC SpRVICE Pr.ur Booxw
My, PETR (Toombul)  asked the
Premier—
1. Iz it the intention of the Govern-
ment z
with
year?
2. If so, when will the book be avail-
able ?

“3. When was
issued 27

The PREMIER replied—

the TJast Blue Pock

“ 1. No, it is not considered advisable
until the Public Service Act has been
amended.

2. See answer to No. 1,
3. August, 1917.”

1920—p
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AyounNt Patp 10 (GUNNER TAYLGUR.
ir. KERR (Knoggera) asked the Premicr—
“ What was the total amount paid by
the Government to Gunner Taylour (or
to enterprises of which Gunner Taylour
was the manager) during the two years
ended 30th June last?”’
The PREMIER replied—

« pRg
Peiaary Propuers sxn PRic: Fixing
ClOMMISSIONER.

Mr. LOGAN
Sceretary—

‘1. What primary products have been
denlt with by the Price Fizing Commis-
sioner to date?

2. Which of the
has  the Commiss
prices, (h) decrea

The PREMIER re

(Lockycry asked the Chief

primary products

Increased

“1 and 2. As considerable inquiry
must be made, T suggest tha: the hon.
member give notice of this question for
Tuesday next.”

WHEAT POOL BILL.
TuirD REsDING.

The SECREVARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Z:fa(,im,n:t). I beg to move
—That the Bil} be now read = third time.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): Before this Bill
is read a third time I would like to bring
under your notice, Mr. Speaker, reasons
which, fo my mind, sre good reasons why it
should not leave this House in its present
form. Clause 27 of the Bill as now printed
is quite different from clause 27 of the Bill
as it was last before you. The title of the
Bill was—

“A Bill to confer
wheat board with respect

powers on a State
to the wheat

harvest of the season 1820-1821, and for
other purposes.”
There has been an attempt, in a most

remarkable way, to my mind, to bring aboub
an amendment of existing lcghmmo“, that
is, the Industrial Albltlahon Act, by a_new
provizion in this Bill, udded in Committee.
Of course, T know that rou do not know
what takes piace in Committee, but. I would
like to tell vou what happened. A certain
member on this sida of the House pro“o%od
an sraendment o wide y of the Bill
so as to meke it possible for the Government

to deal with other cereals than wheat, such
as maize, in the same way as it is proposed
ta deal with wh The Chairman of
C'ommittees decided Tl\af H} amendmont was

out of brepuse it wos outside the scope
of the .
My FoOAL Cooren: That
] ul L/\ rrl‘q en
An H
subject-mattor

1\*1. VOWLES:

was not the

Memper: It was foreign

That iz the same as
for outside the scope of the Bl An
amcndmovt later was proposed by the
BMinister in charge of the Bill in which, by
a subte Ifnf“O he is bringing about an amend-
ment of tnr\ existing law which was never
forcshadowed and for which nc leave was
ever given. I take it that the poiwers now
asked for in refevence to the Industrial
Arbitration Act neccssitate expenditure of
money in some direction or other, and as
such exceed the leave which was given by

Mr. Vowles.]
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(overnor swwhen he consented
ion of thisz Bill

The SPEAKER : Order! T should like to
asik the hon. gentlesnan if he suggests that
the Spruker has the right to review a ruling
of the Cheirman of Committecs?

YOWLES: I submit you have, Sir,
It has gone from you into Committec
come back to you in a different form.
- something absolutely absurd was
n Committee, do you mean to say
d not alter it?
'he SPEAKTR: Can the hon.

give me authority ?

Mr. VOWLES: Only the authority of
common sense,  {Government laughter.)

The Preaier: The amendments were taken
into cousideration in the House.

Mr. VOWLES:
true, and the

The 9

gentleman

They were reported, it is
House took them iunto con-
gideration. This question could have been
raised then, but I can raise it on the third
reading of the Bill just as well as I could
have done at the repert stage. I would
like to point out that the amendment which
has been put into this Bill gives power to
deal, not only with the harvesting of this
wheat crop, but for the Industrial Arbitra-
‘ci(n Conrt to meke an award which will
cover the tilling of any soil at. all.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
power to make a regulation.

My, VOWLES: Yes, to malks a rogulatior
which wiil bring into effect an award which
will affect not only the ground that has been
plenghed for the purpose of putting in the
wheat. or the wheat harvested during 1921,
but shall apply to persons employed in werk
suct usually carried on in farming

It gives

0 e84
operations in respect of wheat subject to this
Act, That refers to persons engaged in the
tilling of the soil, whether it be for wheat,
maize, or anvthing else. It goes right away
from wheat. That harks back to the fact
that the Chairman of Committees already
had decided that the Opposition would nof
move an amendment which would brmg maize
viithin the scope of the Bill

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC TANDS : Does not
the amendment also provide that the court
canrot deal with it unless the matter is
referred to it by the Minister?

Mr. VOWLES: There is a proviso that
the Minister can do that or he can withhold
it altegether if he wants to. Judging by the
temper of come hon. gentlemen, it is not
likelv the MMinister is going to have much
ovportur of rofmmg to bring this class
of work within the oncrations or the ambit
of the Industrial Arbitration Court.

The SrecrETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The
power will not be used oxcept in the interests
of industrial peace,

Mr. VOWLES: We do not want to debate
that aspect of the matter again; we dealt
with it Jast night. If the Chairman of Com-
mittees wes in order in saying he could not
accopt an amendment to cover another class
of produce, how could he consent to the
introduction of a clause making provision for
rd to be given respecting all classes

where the tilling of the soil is
neceswar The Chairman of Commitiees
said that as the Bill dealt solely with the
n,“vkchngz of the wheat harvested. he con-
sidered the amendment was not relevant to

[Mr, Vowles.

[ASSEMBLY.]

the =
we hav
ing of the =oil.

The STPEARE T should
member fo nuotc me authoriti
have the right to review a ruling of the
Chairman of Conmimittees.

Mr. VOWLES: Well, T cannot quote any
authorities to that effect. Supposing some-

Yot hers
e for the work-

thing absolutely absurd on the face of it
pot into a Bill, do you mean to say you
g ’ Yol L A

would not have authority to deal with it?

Must 1t go on to our statute-heok In an
irregular wayv when we pomtcd it out to
sou: Can you not rectify 167 What takes
place in Commiitee has nothing to do with
vour duty, The Bill goes away in a certaln
form and comes back in another form.

Mr. POLLOCK (G7regory) : 1 rise to a point
of order. I am going to ask your ruling
as to \shr*t)‘c“ the hon. member is in order
in discussing this ouestion, and I quote as
my authority Standing Order No. 116, which
ctates that when any objection Is taken fo a
raling or decision of the Chairman of Com-
mittees such objection must be taken at once
and be stated in writing. I maintain that
that course has not been adopted, and that
the hon. member is out of order.

The SPEAKFR: The point raised by the
hon. meinber for Gregory is sound. T am
interested in the point raised by the leader
of the Opposition, but it ses ms to me tha
there is no ﬂmoa] for either the Chairman

of Convnittees or the D(‘rmtv Chairman to
the Speaker. « Tf the hon. gentleman w 1 look
np AT at 0 409, ho will observe *the
follow

COrdor in debate in a
eforcod by the Chairman,
sihle for the condurt of b
from ’1” doei xm uo

1 . l100"
" from Hu doeision the DC’QM_’
(“n,"”m"v cr oo Teeaporavy (Chairman he
made to the Chairman of Wayvs and
Hleans on bBis 10~umu,g the chair.”

is definite and amphatic.  Jirain, on
we find the follow —

ol g the nrinciple which governs
procodure In t’*m smittees of the Whole
Flouse, no can be made to the
Snraker  ves the derisions and
ralings of 2 ,"n.u'rman of a standing
Committee.”

I fail te see wherein I can assist the hon.

member in the dirertion he desires now.

is not co mpetent for the £neaksr to

the decisions of the Chairman of Committens

or Deputy Chairman.

. . T’A PARNES (TWerwick): Apart

alingether from the point raised by the

fe ar'e" of the Oppositieon. rerarding which I

think it is unfortunate the Honze ¢annot give

the weights corsideraiion it should be able
to give to a mattsr of :wh moment as
that——-

T

A, St Y
in Commitree, avd
Mr. G P, BARS
tunate. T4 must be

d an oppertunity when
ou never took it.

NS: That mayv be unfor-
rememhbored that the

a4 m

‘ww‘nd'nmj- was launched on the very last
clawse of the Bill,
The Sresrriry ¥oR AcmicurtuRe: It was
an amendment of the last clause of the Bill.
Mr. . P. BARNES: It gave the least
npportunity to dm‘u« the guastion, Yet the
Ticuse must have been aware that this side



Wheat Pool Lill.

werp d
'nhof.m

@ ¢
confidence, It ean read
11, being entivels uususpict
sd of such an ndinent kol
S0 were 1ntu ned pm“

ancing stage in
or *.nn MOV
13“ n +

the Chair this  afternes b
relieved of any senze of respeusibility for
such failure. I submit that the matter is of

such importanes that the Bill should be

Judging from the war in

remicr and the DMinister for
Anmcultmn veceived the deputation, they
were entirely in sympathy with them., As a
matter of faci, the ba for the Bill is to
be found in the various resolutions which

were passed at Toowoomba. I have heen on
5 deputations, and never in my lifs have
I seen WMind l(‘(’(‘]\(, a deputation with
greater cordislity than they received the
deputation reprmﬂnmw the Dowus farmers
in conuvestion wi this wheat pool matter.
We felt we were at ore. We went away
0“10\‘ ng the most complete confidence, and
feeling That th highest degree of credit was

z

due to the Ministers for the way in which
they had received us and car '?t OiLi.
That was  rencwed when any
usnevessary delay, the 3Min ot ‘rau;cd 4
Bill dealing with it. It can he \mdo food,
therefore, that when there was a reversal of

Committee in the
point which had no right
nsideration whatover, we weve
and, representing the people
cur duty to do our utmost to
ln* ()dummn of th

the ideals of tha
ductien of a
receive any ¢
o alert;
we de, it 1s
mxpc\u rlm

mma"lmﬂ ; %lah(m to the ‘zurm r. Ile
1= not concerned 0 wmuch about the wage at
the present juncture. H.ﬂ would ray almost
any wage.  What he does object to, aud
what he fears, is ultimately heing embroiled
in strikes, Imugino a svmpathetic strike
taking place and bmnv made a bpiicable
new to wheatsre w\'mg Whest is not going
to await the convenience of the pecople; it
miust be dealt with instantly. T is that kind
of thing that str terror and fear into the
heart of the people.
The SECRYTARY FOR AGRICTLTURE: Iow
would vou propose to settle a strike if one

took place,
G. P. BARNES: No strike is likely
ke place. There is a perfoct unity of
between the grower of the Wheat

and the men emplored. They ave racei
splendid pay. This kind of thing m

sible the introduction of trouble at a tix
when we cannot afford trouble. The Gove
nent know we have a crop worth, approxi-
mately, £1,600.000 or £2,000.000, ncCowhn"
to their own es hm'lted qwmtify, and that 1
in the halance j now, It would not ha
been so in the first place if this Bill had
not heen introdueed, and certainly if the
amendment had not been su ggc%tod. I am
surs there is no thought in the v of the
pecple  employed in connection with the
taking off of this wheat crop of making a
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would

vand only come
N c\,.“(‘ clee, Just as

land is being
/L\thf‘d\ are
divesrion qult“ niknown
ave €ov T am xm(,
g from th

fno

rone out mmt
mands upon

ty of the
know how

= has
wve th
ment of increax red wa gu

whele thing is detrimental

(Drayton): T wish to

| Dill shouid either
withdrawn or ‘e”(nm’\ﬂ d. Some very
ftects will ensue if the mom."mn. \\e obj >ct
is wllowed to remain in the Bill. One reason
is thﬂt a large number of men \\ho have
gone to work on the wheat flelds are not
farm workers, 'They are trade «rpen who are
used to any Ot]‘f‘ kind of work except that
which thes sre being put to, and, theref
cannot earn half f‘u wages which are given
to an e t agriculturist,
My, Ryax: Is it skilled labour?
AMr. BERBINGTON: It is skilied labour
to the man who can do it, but I doubt if
who could
Arbitration Court award is
apple to this field work, the swhole
will have to be disrsi ‘. and
" to join the ranks of the unemploved
\nother reason iz that, as the Rill
at presont +ill have =z very ill
oot upon the next sowing of wheat, as no
e wit) would thmh of

there are two men in the Houvse
do it.
made to a
of these men
will hax
again,

Tf the

it

senge

cawing wl season., The Bill,
as it - usolezs to  the

s It *mmJ have bern hettor if
r‘ rere had bc n no Bill, and to allow men to

sell their wheat as b o eould, to let the
onw O.dth store it and make the
upon it. and the Government stand
own guarantee.

CORSER: T canuot help but protest
at the action of the Minister and the G Govorn-
ment in regard to their treatment of the
Opposition.  We have been subjected to
treachery and trickery that have no precedent
in this House.

The SPEAKER: Ovder!

Mr. CORSER: I might say that, 2s far
as the Opposition are concerned, in the
handling of onr amendments by the Govern-
ment we have been subjected to conduct more
fitting to a two-up school than Parliament.

The SPEAKE R Order ! The  hon.
member 1s fnot Yin order In using such
expressions.

Mr. CORSFR: I was interestsd in an

amendment which was ruled out of order by
the Chairman of Committees, on the ground
that the Bill <dealt solely with the marketing
of the wheat harvest, but half an hour a
ards he accepted au amendmeunt by the
Minister in charge of the Bill dealing with
1e cultivation of the land for the wheat
harvest.  The only difference between mv
amendment and the Minister’s was the differ-
ence hetween maize and wheat—the difference
between one grain and another.
The SPEAKER: Order!
member is out of order.

The hon.

Mr. Corser.]
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Mr. ”()RSFR
reading hu
b

The motion for the thir
given us an opportunity to pro-
st ’1gam~t the way wa h been freated
the Government, and this sort of thing
seems to he beco'nmg more of a precedent
day after day. The Government appear to
want to force through the various Bills that
may corie into their mind, and the Opposi-
tio n has not been given fair treatment, and

has been handled in a way they have not
d(‘smxed When these points come up,
owmtmug is ready on the other #ide, and
authoritics ave at ha #n that a ruling
can be given which is cnial *o our
interest, Tt is about ¢ th" m 0si-
tion took all the action Hin thelr

power to dﬁmanu chu‘
be1 and fhac t 't subjerted to the
tric) vy hiave Lien subjected to.

Th«z SPEAKER: Crder!

in Jln Cham-

1

K MORGAN (3fwritlu) . 1 think that the
Srcu»u‘ for Agriculture, by t introdue-
tion of the amendment w cting to,
/i sounded  the d'wr‘* the wheat
growing of Queensln

JPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

MORGAN: T lhhdf"lV it T m

@ great namber
: h ve been sz

supp

the })“O)ln\ in di-iriet p(‘npjﬁ
who wmmﬂu foe ld of a wi befor
we kue apout the introd Fion f

this mes i rh(\' opposed the
the provisions thes were led to beli
be included in it, they cartzinly
ground to oppose it now, 1

o would
nave more
supposted the

):Pgml reading of the Bill beeawse 1 recog-
nised that it was imperative rh“ a poZ\I
.1uu1d }‘" 4'mmcd but. as the Bill now

_do not KDO\\ that I would n')t b

Jus g agaivet the thivd roadi
I feet z’nlmoﬁ 1 V‘hnefJ to <o so, because, if the
workers engazed in the wheat inedy
brought under the Arbitration Coury aw
there would be no more wheat grown in
({Lmenwnnd

ThL‘

Rl

ARY TOR AGRICULTURE: If vou
‘t this Bill you would not be
before sou constituents arain.

Mr. 3IORGAN: If I voted against the Bill
(’Oul'l 5till go to the people I represcnt.
am really supporting the 13111 against the
opinion of a great many people In my elec-
torare, I have used my own Judfrhmnt
reCoLT hat the Bill—f may be Wrong
¢ farmer to sell "his wheat in
time and get cash, but the
now asking for an improper
I know thab it was forced upon
iz, who had ne ides when the Bill
ek of bringing in such an amend-
m(‘t it was forecasted by the
Riount Morgan and ove or
ors opposite, and the extreme
jon were sul hcv“nt'" pov"\ltul to tell the
at to introduce semething which is
rabie. I honestly believe that if
ev had been left alone he would
not have moved the amendment. The
amendment was (o'nphcated in its womnm
and 1 rose to a point of order at the time
and endeavoured to explain as best I could,
on the spur of the moment, that the amend-
ment was not in order.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MORGAN : I thought the remedy at
the time was to obJect to the ruling of the
Deputy Chairman. 1 am sorry that we did
not debate the point more than we did. I

[ r. Corser.

agaiy
10 10 g0

b et

uao

the Mi

[ASSEMBLY.]
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regret that the Government have not recom-
nitted the Bill, so as to allow us to eliminate

the obj( ‘tionable amendment moved by the
Diiniste Tr is a blot on the Bill, which
would ﬂ.erv’x ¢ be of some service to the

whest mdmtl v
1nduslrv from

It would help this dying
d‘\dt)p(ﬂllng from Qucenw
I aitogether. here 1s no denying that
the wheat mdust“v has been :’-uffcnng for
years, and 1t will be only a ycar or
{wo before the farmer will only grow suffi-

ur'“"‘ wheat to havvest himself, without
cmploying any labour at all.  Instead of
Lunwmn ,‘Duur 0"1{‘10VH‘O]’11‘ this amendment

will cause harm and injury, and the wheat-
growing industry of Queensland will practi-
cally ceasc.

FLETCHER (Port Curtis): I would
Gtovernment to rccommit the Bill,

Mr.
urge the

which, as it stands, has two <istinet weak-
NeELRE, Firstly, thme is no connection
een the (Jovernment and the Bill in

te finance, and can only repeat

lx»t night—that it will as
their finances immensely if
nmuqod m the Bill; not
tho Premie assurance, but
at there is going to be a good
n(mb]e‘ to the board before the

mier savs he

The Pre
1 to malke
that provision is mciud d
olp to make it a greater

is ¢ \mpl“tod

,w
ot

<

i
=k jast
ke .)

rd to the amendment brought in
nent, I am not ainst con-
! itration by any mear We
side believe in it; but this is not
conciliation and arbitration, because it is not
going to apply to this wheat harvest, which
will be practicells finished befere the pro-
vision is put into effect. It is an undesir-
able amendment to bring in, when it is
kely to cause so much trouble. it was
bmurrh in at the eleventh hour, and we
have not been_treated fairly in conmection
with ir. & think it may do a great deal
oi harii. I cannot see bow 1§ can do any
cood to the wolkc, as it is only for a
limited period. The question of wages is
not one that coters into the matter; it
is the confusion that will arisc if union
seoretaries and organisers interfere.  The
farimers came <down and \"por-tnd the Bill
to be put th\onr*l on certain linex, and now
this  ame 3% put in at the last
altering the complexion of

t
1N the Governi will vecon-
ne .
DEACON (Cun }: I think the
] suld be recomm r the purpose
of taking out the t. If the
amendment

y\omd never
to the Bili, &5 it is a breach of
reement come t0. When we came down
to see the Minister and the Scoretar
Agriculture certain resolutions were
and they did not offer fo put anything
@ In.
M. G.OP.

responsible

Lir. DEACON: If thev had intended to
put anything eclse into the Bill, it was only
fair to have mentioned it at the time so
that it could have been considered. It 1is
not a fair thing to come along as the Minis-
ter has done and break the agreement
without taking the responsibility.

Banry They are mnot




Wheat Pool Bill,

Mr. COSTELLO (Carnarvon): As a repre-
sentative of the wheatgrowe and ha\ing
a knowledge of the conditions prevailing in
the w a(dhleld at the pnsont time, I regret
teit that this amendment has been
introduced into the Bill. I am inclined to
wonder whether this is the same JMinister
whom I was congratu ating a few nights
ago on the liberal condi 'o‘.: he was giving
to the farmers. We asked for the \\ heat
but we not got it. We were
impres-ion that we were going
Fowe wanted, bat. alas! we 11“\0
2 We have got the

ool Bill
under the

cuiture, as I
wi have get the sn'nfr of t‘,e
emont. '

A Govenrws
in s fair w Lie ten 7

CORYY ‘JJ,(): Ye

and they ave got-

it. into  consideration  the
p(klt'on the wheatgrowers arve in to-day, the
men  need  the Government’s assistarce ;
they need the ossistanes, not only of the
people representing  thein, but the people
Tepre-s s the clectors right throughout

- We neod our own flour, and it
ry unwize for those people representing
industry to oppese the intercets of tlv
wheat  producsr, because it s
necessary, in tho lutmvat' of the Starc that
the industry should be helped, and
it oniy fair to give the srheat
opnwwm‘rv to citablish themse
they ninke any  attempt to  cause
between the whe tgrower and his labourers.
The conditions ‘)1(*1.\1]1)1" in the fields are
most harmonious—there 1s no talk of any
strife or discord whatsocver so long as these
people are kept away from the ficlds. The
s ars quite ample. We only asked for
2 Wheat 1 00] Bill, not for a Bill contalning
this new mﬂ(m;mont I feel certain that the
Minister has been foreed into this awkward
position, and, as the mers at the present
time are not expecting anything like this,
T am certain that ther will view it with the
greatest clsvontent possible. I wish to entes
my protest against if,

Mr. J. M. C. ROBERTS (Pittswortl): 1

beg to ask the Minister exactly what is meant

T think

Wwa

by the words, “the provisions of the said
Act shall apply”——
The SPEAWER: Ovrder! The hon. mewn-

ber is not in order. He
remarks to the motion.
My, J. H. C. ROBERTS: It seems to me
that all farm workers are going to be
brougbt under th> provisions of the awmend-
ment so far as the wages to be paid are
concerned. 1 covsider this a very dangerous
thing to introduce into the ‘agr iealtural
industry at the pro:om time.
Mr. Hartiey: You are wrong at the
It i3 (,n'v to \ontlnue during this crop.
. H.C. ROBERTS: I am very sos
b I cunnot rdkc any dictation from the
hon. member for Fitzroy at this time. I
fook upon this amendment as being the
mesns of practically uil)])linn to a very great
t an indn that 13 just getting on its
.zmxm after tour vory bad voars. During
this

must confine his

start,

14

st four vears industry has had
cularls Giard sezsons—seazons that would
almcst broak the heart of nine men out of
ten. I can give vou concrete I of
many  men in this ho
v ploughed th 00

ac nen ")’v.ll() came

to Queen
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large amount of capital, but who have ganc
out to-day with simply the clothes they stan
up in. It scems to me that in giving this
amendnicnt we are giving the Ministor a
1)0“01 that is gon‘«* to prove a very great
v as a whole.

MeuBER : Rot! Rot!
ROBERTS: That is
have where you ought to have vour
ns,  We hrar eccasionally that we on
side of the Ilouse o not belicve in

dzuger to the indus
A (FOVERNMENT
Me. 3. . C

vou
y o

what

ing a fair wago. Sare paring an
erinently wagse to all 1)(‘0131“ enzaged

i the indu we wre followin and in
uwiroducing this amendment t‘le Minister was

not quite fair to this side of the House.
%s one of those persons who wait on the
Ister 1\\gauiw” the roduction of this

i I foel that 5t would be rather

v of doing things if we
without protest. T nrotese

an underhand v
WO to accept this

inst the unendmem. The
arce not going to be able to

carry on under conditions that might be laid
dovi: by the Minister by getting an award
from the Arbitration Court.  We do not

objeet to paying a living wage, or a good
wagze, to the men onnafrod in the industry

vho ean do the work,
ruption.) One would
the Lakour unions, or
on the 0th9‘ side of the Houss, would, first
of all. have madc inguiries mgmdmn the
conditions existing to-day in the wheat area
ort the Downs, mld I say that they cannot
>omf to one instance where there is any
discatisfaction existing—where there is one
Hitle bit of talk of strife or industrial trouble.
ou cannot show me one instance; and I
would naturally have expected the Minister.
in moving this amendment, to have come
forvward with me more conerete proposal
than to stend up and sar he was protesting
the worker. You will find that, 0 far as the
eatgrmwer 1s concerned, ke is prepared fo
protect the worker and himself as well.

M. Forpe: What is the objection to the
clause 7

Mr. J. I C ROBERTS: It is going to
rebound upen you prople. (Government dis-
You arve going to find that the
farmer: ave going "t do co- -operative work
instead of employing labour. and they
to do it in such a way that labour
actically not exist so far as harvesting
operations are concerned. {Hear, hear!)
We only for a fair deal. Ilad a sugges-
tion e hrown out that this amendment
was going to be introduced, the probability
is thet we might bave asked the Minister to
reconsic his propo#al with regard to the
price of wheat., Tt is all very “well to say
that the farmer is to get 8s. a bushel for his
wheat: but in this Bilt T absol utely fail
see where he is getting it from, or who is
responsible for i, No one can show me in
the Bill where he is going to get more than
Ss. per hushel. We have an assurence from
the 3linister that he is going to get 8= per
bushel in accordance with a guarvantee frem
the Government. Who iz responsible for the
financiug? The board, and where s it going
to get the finsnces from? We are given to
undarstand that ther are going to get it on
the styength of a intoe given hy the
Gn\mrr»m(ﬂf for 8¢ per bushel. T do not
wish in any way fo dizhelieve their he ¢
with regard Tn Hm 8 erhaps the board
find that it is onlve fortheoming at sonme
‘H':n( dato, amendment mevoed

H. O, Roberts )

{(Government inte
naturally expect that
rather the gentlemen
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by the
hanpen,
certainly
posiible.

Mr. F. A. CooPER:
down to Is. Tid.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: XNo doubt, the
House wiit be pleased to hem the hon. mem-
ber for Bremer afterwards, when he can toli
them all about America.

Another side of the quest
we have failed to consid
dersnding upon the

Tinister, I feel that snything might
and if I were on the hoard I would
get out” with as little delay as

In Awmerica wheat Is

ron which I think
is that we are
banks to finance the
undertaking. I would like to feel that the
hanks are going to look with favour upon
the Bill es 1t stands at the present time; bub
I feel that things are net quite what they
appesred to be, and that the banks will look

anon it in the same way ss I do; and the
guestion of finanee is everyvthing to the
farmer ot the present t“no The amend-

ment came, to this side of the House at any
rate, as a very great surprise, and the pity
is

Aur‘ WINSTANLEY : I rise to a point of
order, }r. Speaker. I ask if the hon. mem-
ber is in mdo“ in «discussing on the third
reading of the Bill an amendment which has
been alyeady discussed and agreed to by the
House 7

The SPEAKER: I would pomt out to the
hon. member that it is not in order to make
a second reading specch ot this stage.

Meo Jo I €0 ROB PPJS I fecl that it
would be a very goou thing if the Minister
could se: way clear to withdraw the Bill
and red The prosperity of the State
8 ;da u“fm the conditions of our
2grL: oral, and other primary
procducing )nuuatl' s, and while n:y friends
on the other side of the Hous o do uot agree
with me, I “ould like to say that the future
prosper and gy catness  of this countrw
during the next dec de is going to depend
eutively upon its puxna ¥ production, and
anything that is done which 1s liable to bring
about a reduction in the production of food
stuffs, csrentially necessary for the people,
and the production of foodstuffs that we may
be abie to send to other parts of the world,
and thus | aul\g money into the country, whlcl‘
I helieve is also desirable, I considir is 2
great wrong to this State and to the people
who are going to follow us in the next
generation, I regreh that this amendient
was introduced at the time it was, and I
hope the Minister will reconsider his decizion,
withdraw the Bill for the time beinz, and
remodel it.

ir. BRENNAN (Yeowoomba): do not
gee any reazon for the objections of the other
ide of the House. I reprosent a furming
itre.  (Opposition laughter.)) On this ocea
ion the middleman has been chopped cut,
and T would like to ask whether the extra

a0

wages paid to the men would be preferable
to the

pmﬁfs made by the middieman in

9

}FLB!I\GTO\ The middlemen

pothlno to «do with it.

Mr. BRENNAN: We know that the

farmers’ sons are engaged in industries in

the citics. and the farmers appreciate what

& 1nif1a ion me for their welfsve, and cur
ide of the House know

have

riends on the other :
tnu. The hoxn. nhmbﬂr for Putworth will
tell vou that he iz a friend of the 1arme1g

When rho consc Y‘tx(m 1‘sur\ was pending in
1816, a the farmer sons werea pubt in
duhnms stockvard durma a bir wheat

OH. O, Foberts

wt, the hon. member for Pitizwerth was

advocating consrription and on his cwn farm

was employing Chinamen.
The SPEAKER: Order! !
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :

Hie to say a few words in reply to

i

I should

some of the Insinua ations which have heen
wde.  The hon. member for ¥ ttmcvt 1,
the fvst 5 he ever mude, made unse

these words—

3o want our own party i
for the reason that we are
old Tiberal party beeouse of Inﬂlr
tation with trusts and i
the Labour

’,);}(’J [ERSLENe]

party
hev tzke up with regard to

TAZes. 2
The speeches made this afternoon prove that
they are not only the © low wage
the pavty o*)‘m)nod to arbitration.

The alter-
native thenis, I eupposw, that they believe in
direct action, and I say that their attitude is

strougly contrasted by the attitude of the
Nes thmq Country party, who voted to a man
on this dmer»dm(‘r)f

Mr., Vowprs: 't you put 1t in
the J,.,l’

The SEC R“"‘A\RY FOR AGRICULTURE:
We are told that the amendment was moved
at the eleventh hour. It was moved at the
iwelfth hour: it was moved on the last clause,
becanse that was the only place we could
put it in.

Mr. Vowrrs:
amendment

The 8T
Why did
going  to
were not ci
they would be moeved,

Why did

Wh didn’t wou circalate the

TARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
‘e Opposition tell me they were
ove their azr'r‘vuhnonm They
culated, vor was T informed that
vet I accepted two of

those amendments.

Mr. Bepmixgrox: Those are very small
things. -

The SECERAETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :

This i3 also a small thing. The amendments
T accepted from hon. members opposite were
not cireulated.

Mr. Bespincrox : This is a big thing.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
This Bill gives power to make regulations,
and it also provides for power being placed
in the hands of tho Minister for Agriculture
in the event of a dispute occurring to refer

the queatxon of wages to persons

[4.30 p.m.] employed in fmmlna operatlons

to the judge of the Arbltrxtxon

We arc told that a dispute is not
to take place, and that everything in
the garden is lovely. We are told that the
farmers ave paying good wages. 1 have no
reason to doubt those state *nenf; at all: but

s wtements ave true, why should the
(,‘ppm tion bhe afreid to have the power
inclrded in this Bill to prevent any indus-
trial trouble arisitig, or to bring that trouble
to a  satisfactory tormination if it does
happen to arise? That is ol that is sought
to do with this amendment. With regard
to the statements made by the hon. member
for Warwick and the hon. member for
Cunningham on this ques Ho“ thev sav that
s matter was not raised when the deputa-
tHon waited en the Premier and myself. T
have s:id already that when that denutation
< place ihev were not actually
a Bill was ncee

Mr., Vow
mattar was discu
tary a week pr“vh,halv

aware that

n
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The SECRETARY FOR ACGRICULTURE:

I know I rtalked the matter ove with the
Crown Holicitor wmyself, and I asked him

-

it was possi >1e 1~ crea w a wh
and he

he though
boﬂrd without an Act o

said it was not.

M. C. BuR 5 dealt
with it

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
No. I do not t‘nmk resolution No. b dealt
i toat all, It w wot known then that
j as absolutely nece r for the

]'“1 forming a wheat pool. We dis-

cus 0(1 qLU‘t(‘h OF fmmmq a pool in
! 2 of legislation being 1)duad but
m the details were discussed. All that
1 was the resolution providing
proval of the board and ssveral
The details of the Bill were
then,  Fven if they had been
was hardiy Tikelv that such
be talked about before we
Bill.  The attitude adopted
members opposite this afterncon with
: to this proviso leads me to think
that there is neot muech sincerity on the part
of the Opposition in the desire to have
crops harvested ut the shortest possible

v : The crop is being har-
All we want is the money for
thet iz being harvested.
FKTARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
hon. member for Toowoomba rightly
ont, this Bill eliminates the middle-
Ihnt is a very sore point with some
members opposite; but, ali the same, the
Heman is being cut ont.  That boing
i that the farmer is getting a
T do not see wh
od to par a reason-
. Ii there no trouble with
rd to the labour condition-. then this
H will not be availed of at all. I
venture fo say that the Houss will 4rust me
in this matter of endeavouring to see that
«oumnons are carried out as fairly as

-?, not Le prepan

and that the har will be got
‘hxo'l‘*h as expeditiously as we possibly can.
It is not very eoncouraging when we see
members on the other side talking about

wanting to get this Bill on the statute-book
and 1‘191 b]ockmg it in the was they have
done. There is a Jack of consistency on the
part of hon. members opposite so far as
their <'p(\0(*hm are concerned, especially when
ther talk about opposing the Bill or dropping
it aitogether.

Question—That the Bill
third time—put and passed.

The Bill was ordered to be transmitted to
the Legislative Council for their concurrence
by message in the usual form.

be now read a

COMMONWEALTH BANK AGREEMENT

RATIFICATION AXND STATE AD-
VANCES BILL. :
SEcoND READING.
TREASURER : At the carlie o8
L measure, 1 ogave the Oppos :

broad cutline of hw Govern
T ecinphasised the
ction, 1 expr

t ana
the trnsfer was
t! i

a.‘u

also to
Looking at the
of view of the
hcat]on f] nt exists at present—the dupli-
cation of bulldi staff, machine aud the

question
removel  of

[24 NoveMprR.]

Hike—It will ba & the
duplication must <1V,

land, one person out of (>\'ex‘y >
out oi every 2.6 to be ¢ I account

¢t
in the (;m\'unm( it Savings Bank. ’;‘,1 1010 Lre

some, also, who have di 11_)11(,&“1 in
the CUsmmonwealth Bunk. The b
pecple have duplicate wceounts in ths <
banks is beocause if they placed all of

itoney in one bank the amount woul
*‘)mo the anaximum which is allow
dr mmw interest, and by having an

in each bank they draw  inic
both wmoun The amalgamation of
*vo banks will nor ploce such de pomom Jf
advantage. a matter of fact,
thow who have hu(x ac in the Commen-
will

wealty Baonk nefit, because they will
more th an they ot
ith Bank, under

tln ir rate of
seensland  Government

rd, and borh acrrants
ﬂdble for interest-heurd

Bresioron: The intervest is com

low.

tively

The TREASURIR: The intercd
It now 324 per cent.

n that at an ecav
However, the rate of it o
interfere with the pre 1 Bill at ¢
is a matter quite anart from thiz meass
buat, p naliv, I may add that T am «
tu agreement with the hon. memb
I when he ways that the int:
think that the =mall depositon )
led to the same rate of interest as tho big

y w5 investors. I may say, the JU":, tmt
the low intorest charged on the devasits has
A the Government to do a ]'11 (f uwful
chraply in e
nees for the workers, ¢
g those owﬂ‘"'ﬂ\d in ‘rhn ag
in Queersjand. That
the interest at a cbedp P
Aets of ten clauses, I h(m membe
ela-ca over the outside page and analsse t
ey, they will have a fair idea of tho
contsnts of this measure. It is really a préeis
of the measure itself. It deals with the rati-

fication of the agrecment. and with the
: Y
sepavation of the Agricultural Bank, and

with the separation of the workers’ dwellings
portion of the md Act. It ocutlines the
method that will be followed in the future,
an:d the machinery that is being built up to
carrs on these two sub-departments, and
show how the money is to be raised, and so

forth. ¥nllowing the ten clauses there sre
two schedules,  One schedule confains the
agreement. It certainly appears in its

present form to b involved and complicatad.
There is a good deal of legal phraseology
Wbout it, bub, by worrying through it/ it will

be fouud to be quite clear in the end to
members.  Although it appears complicsted,
it can be ex laired very imply. The second
schedule deals entirc I the amendients
arv in the present Act that we are
working undor—mnazmely, the Quoonsland
Government  Savings ank Act of 19
That, briclr, will give an ldea of
mieasure 1
New. porha
lh“‘ morge m

into )

in this legislation, what I

have suid on a provieus oceasion—rhat the
reement i¢ for twontv-five vears, with the

option of our conti o it for ancther

twenly years. The CGovernor of the Com-

Hon, J. 4. Fihelly.]



216 Commonwealth Bank

monwealth Bank will take over all of our
officers, and their full rights will be preserved
by him. Ife will make some arrangement
in regard to the Commissioner.  Whether
he continves him in office, or swhether he
gives him some commutation in the v of
Anetary sot tlwnoﬂ for the serviess he might
have re z-d reed 3f he were kept on, is a r{mttor

entirels for h At svents, wo will see

to lr Ll wat aisioner will be satisfied,

a H‘:zr the offt ave con-
done in regard to them.

the hon. m-
£0 =t an 1

carlicr stage
iments

had submitted

cuinent, and after close
at it could not be of

o Qe rd to Igrliv it. Pro-
ere submitted in 1912 of ~which the
1y (foverns I think ¢id not approve,
it into wi
t inoeal

ve. of subster

previows
similar a
- concluded

fch we have enters
nt points, and will
1ol WY

. Bamyes: Tell us the salient
TREASURER > to pursue
my srgamoni in me oo Bus 1ol

digress for a moment out what
ne of the sugg in 1912
Cuesnstand Uovernment

Bank
retained
lcu thereof the

held by the State
sunting to £4,968.000,
by the Stat

Sﬂ\mm
should be
». and that in

wnwealit Bank should reseive az an
new debentures of a face value of
.009,000. which in effect meant a loss to
the State of £112.000.
Flon, W. . Buryea: £112137.
The TREASURER Approximately,

There miav be 113d. I have not

but we do not neszd to go into
or  details, That objection~ble
:+ been entirely eliminated, and

5
ad of cur giving to the
Commonwealth Bank drhentares of a greater
value, he now i« accenting our deben :
at their book value and not at their market
value. That means that if some of cur deben-
tures appear in the books as worth £97, they

will be accepted by the Governor of the’ Conl-
monwe=ith Bank as worth £97, wheveas their
actual quotation in the market might be £53.
That is one substantial differcncc. Tt was
also proposed that a great proportion of the

Governor of the

new debentures should carry a higher rate
of interest in or(lor to bring the rate on the
whole of them up to anproximatel: the pre-
vailing mearket rate of interest. hat would
have increascd the interest bill by about
£10.000 a ¥ Tnder this agreement also,
the current account of £3.085.000 is 1o be
treated as a deposit with the State at 33
per cent. That sum will remain undisturbed
unles« there is an excess of wirhdrawals over
denosits,

FHon. Is not the whole
amount g

The TREASTURE Of course, nominally
at ecoll, . :
ITon. W. I1. BARNES : What is a sum at call ?
The TREASURER: The hon. member
should

TTan
1100,

The T

So should you.

SASURER : Tt is avranged that
that sum i1 not be disturbed unless there
i§ an exc f withdrawals over the depoesits,
and then only to the extent of 70 per cont.
That, in essence, gives the difference between
the two agrecments, and to the uninitiated—

[Hon. J. 4.

3% GF

Fihelly.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Agrecment, Etc., Bill.
it (s not special knowledge to
grasp this transaction—it  must

ke cloar tha ic he

of benelit o

greement is going

Tet me no doa' with the futuve position

of the workers’ dwellings and the Agricul-
tyral DBenk operations,  Later on in the
ion the Agri(‘ul"\.‘ ral  Bunk  will  be

elahorated and Duilt up info 4 we hope

will turn out to be a more cfficient rural bank.
My Cors There is room for it
Hon. % . The Commonwealth

talke the secaritios of the workers’ dwellin

do they
The ~

ER: No. We
secu E wsociated with the

Bunk and the workers’ dwellings
the Governor of the Comionw
must hold some

keopn a” tho
3

wr tha

of
not o fo the
Pank, We e

Denartment s

tron., \\hlcn is

;(?1.‘&1, l\no\sn as

“The Tressurer.,”  The Tv srer will con-
trol the j Although the Agri-
cultairal robably be under the

Agricultura! Departinent. J)Jd the cers’
dweilings under the Works Department,
where there is more community of interest,

i way, vet the Tressurer will ailot
the amount that will be available
Fo“ thosa two sub-departments. He will tell
cultural Depariment how much it
can ud\’:m(‘n to the farmers, and the Works
Department how much it can provide for
dwellings. That will be the
ol position, and, personaily, I think
g to work out excecllently.
fast pages of the first schedule
I find o tabb iﬂdicating cortaln
which ave to be made 1o the
Commonwealth Bank to

wi

of  the

cover rnn repayments of intercst ard redemp-
tion of the principal sud interest of the
debepturey hended by the Comn

the Govertar of the Commonwealth Bank.

There will be 111 payments of equal half-
vearly  amounts, amounting to, roughlsr,
£50.000. ! will represent certain deben-
tures alveads held by the Commisioner of
the § ing« Bank, which carvy interest
and redemption pavinents from the (Govern-
ment.  The schedule is a rather fearsome
thing to gaze upon—I111 different el
parments—hbut the explanation is =implo.

G. . Barxrs:

L Posterity will have a
good deal to do.

The TREUS[ RER: 1 whf inform the
hon, membar for Warwick that the situation
15 just the same to day utll the agreement

not ratified as
u;ﬂesm»m

i* will be to-morrow with the
f'md. The Government have
to  pas Commissioner interest and
1rc0mptlon on dehentures issued by the late
Goverament, as well as our Government, and
Ly the fovernment before the late Govern-
mont.  Of course, posterity will foot its share
of the Bill

That cerporation,

known as the Treasurer,
will operate on the funds as irdicated by me.
He will have authority to issue £5,000,000
worth of debantures for purposes a“sochted
with the Rural Bank and with the workers’

dwelling That is given now, dnd does not

require any further parliamentary approval.
Hon, W. T Bary You will have to go
outside. I know you are up agsinst it
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The TREASURER :

We are uot up againe:
it. I do not know what the hon. member for
Bulimba means about going outside for it
when he tells us at other times that we
cannot  go outside for it. _ The profits
accuminlated in the bank, as I pointed out
licr, will be kept by the Government.

1wy armount  to  about £380.000. The
Treasarer will, in addition, be an adviso
beard 1o advise the Goverior of the Com-

nk in vegurd to the qlwomtmn
the resnaining 30 pey cont. of the
The rate of interest cannot ba
all in Quecensiand by the Govern
wealth Bank without th

monwealth B

v of JX(\

s approv al
i Treasur v, who iz also a board there.
f other States jein up with the Com-
mo nwl\{utq Balw, under these ”OHdl"lOHS or
ur ont conditions., the Treusurer—

me ihe  Covernment—will have the

olmmum'r\ of altering the agreemoent to fall
into line with the terms of the ag nent
with rhv incoming Htate if he tlanks that
tte s coming in on better terms than
nged with Queensland, Al together
from prettr well any angle—from any point
of view-—the bargain is a good one, as I
think it will be sho“l. with the fine seasons
we are having, that the deposits will increase
Jn the one amdlgd'n tted institution, and we
have the use of 70 per cent. of those deposits
vithout any fear of having a run on the

vk, without any necessity to keep a
reserve fund or any cash in hand. We can
invest the whole of the 70 per cent. As

re

rds the other 30 per cent., the {rovernor
assures us, he will, as far as possible, be in
a position to invest all the moneys depo~1ted
in his bank. He iz in a position fto
reinvest all  of his money now, whick,
of course, we could never do. The Governor
of the Commony caith Bank ho‘)es to he
able to build up a svstem eby all
the mone d(\poﬂ"*d in cerfain IOLahtms will
be reinvested in those districts. The 30 per
cent. he hopes to reinvest in the district
where the money is d ﬂjos‘fed in the bank in
the fivst pla“e That i3 a spleadid policv,
and one that I howc will turn out success-
fully, because it VVLH mean that we will have
the qu 100 per cent. of the total deposits
of both banks invested in our Statﬁ That,
I think, is certainly attractive. It should b

attractive from our point of view. The Bris-
bane Savings Bank building is to be retained
by the Government. I am not quite sure
whether I mentioned previously that it was
proposed that the Insurance Commissioner
should take over that building. If so, I
want to put members right in thﬂ matter.
It will be taken over bv the Government,

and used for Government purposes, We
have altered the previous decision. We
badl_v want accommodation, and we will
retuin that building at the contract price.

and, of course, we could not build it to-da:
at £40.000 in excess of the actual contract
price.  We are keeping that building, and

we sve keeping the one in Roc khampton. I
just briefly refer to the desivability of hand-
ing it over or of retaining the bank building
for ourselves to thow that we are not selling
ur Lirthright for a mess of poltage. We
are making a good barwain. We badlv
want the building, as our offices are spread all
over the cits Having our office: upstairs
and downstairs and in the different strects
docs not mican efficieney and does not mean
economy.  We are very wlad to b
building, and 1t will be a nood thing for tlu
Government to pos :
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To those who would suggest that we are sel-
ling our birthright I would again emphasise
that we are mqhmg a good business bargain,
No parochial sentiment should allow hon.
members fo push aside, without proper con-
sideration, a proposal like this. It is good
for the depositors, good for the State, and it
is going to simplify matters for all State
Governments now and in the future. It
would be quite as parvochial for us to object
to the Post Oflice beiug' handed over to the
(()"“ll shiwoea th or rO LJ](‘ ariny or n(l\”' or
other  similar service being handed over.
B 1w, I have alwars thougnt, should be
1t d“w a function of the central govern-
I cortainly opposed the (ommol*—
into coinpetition
crudity in its worst form. It
ing more scientific than that.
should have been consultation and
ration  between the (,ommon\.ealth

T imt

3 801

Srate frovernments before tion was
telkon. but  that cannot be helped now.
And benking should belong to the central

authority, that is the Commonwealth Govern-
ment.,  Howo. members will remember, going
back to the beginning of the war, that Eng-
land awakened one moruing to find that
German financiers had control of the whole
credit system of England; they had complete
control of the banking system. It was
altered within a few wecks, and the altera-
tion was not really anvthmg in the way of a
niracle, because. instesd of Germans having
control of the finances, English financiers gor
control, which, althOLWh a much finer thmg
for Great Britain than the Germans having
conivol, wet only changed the control from
one croup of financiers to another group.
The point I wish to make is that the
peonle should have control of the credit
systein,  Take insurance, for instance. I do
not wish to say anything to the detri-
ni-nt of the ALhtlahan Mutual Provident
Socicty, but their huge reserves should not be
mie vmmdrU by a fow people in the interests
of business peeple.
My, . P. Baryes:

It is a mutual com-

TREASUR RER: I will put it this
vay: Take our insurance business. Our
rezerves there are not used fer investment

in corner allotments in the city proper. The
draner ov the business man who wants to
uphmte his establishment would not get
a loan from our Insurance Office. We invest
our funds in genumo developmental work of
the country—in advancing money to farmers,
in the building of workers’ hom es, in the
building of railways, if possible, and in
building roads also, if possible. That is
where the Commonwealth Bank is really
built on a different basis to our State insur-

ance. The Commonwealth Bank, although it
is lendid institution which is doing good
work, is merely one of the associsted banks
for business purposex. It has not, to any

<tont, pulled down the rate of investment or
increazed the rate of interest to depositors,
although admitting that it has made money

move accesiible to serrlers and the like: and
is now embarking upon the audab]o policy
of helping local authorities. It has this

fx\nm arace—that it retains to the people
the profit: which other banks would have
masde ont of Gmornmonf business in the late
war. It is capable of reformation and
imoreverment, and it will be improved. Tt is
under wise divection. Our Insurance Depart-

ment is mﬂwr«)‘t. Tt makss no profi but
evers b the persons who

Hrm J. A, Fihelly.)
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nsure. wi

1 ther five or life, and the reserves
ge in the gem

tine developmental vwork of the

country. At all events, while this agree-
ment fasts for i next twenty-five year
| led for another twenty

: s of crodit w 111 undergo
deal of chanm* Probably, aftcr
ettles down to something normal
1 rent financiers of the world get
we may have a s

is able that it wi
shops, State stations, and
Listitutions are very good

in their in my opinion, they are
only tink with the question, and the
moest  impo of all is control of the

ciadit s People might d ¢ bencfit
w ho live “) cl(;so nroximity to the butcher’s
h shop.

are useful for

BASTUR
a butche shop w
MoEs compl n1}1t>.

Wik: I found that where
as established there were
{Laughter.) The national-

fsing institutions is a compara-
tively wideration as compared with
t 1.'-“')\“11%{10@ of the credit system. That
is my opinion. T will content myself with
those remarks, I have explained the

saliont wes of the measure. 1 think it
and T commend it to hon,
i all- move the second
v, N
BARNES: I am sure we
1 “ed the Minister very closely.
fir: of ail, to (L al with a stats >ment
the Minister made by way of inter-
in rd to the 70 per cont. to be
«l by the Government and the 30 per

cent. that may go to the Comuronwealth.
r“)ﬂ Trryararr: I never said that. Tt was
s ol
7o I BARNES: I am quoting from
or 18th November, The Premier
atement-—

re has beon so much stonewalling
gmng 0.1 that 1 do not remember the
exact occasion he referred to it. The

t, after taking ount our
(=]

r cent. the 30 per cent.

fact remains th
balance of 70

remainin will he utilised by the
Governor of the Commonwealth Bank,
prine ]1).);%' for local authorities in the

a4

stricts where the money comes from.”

The PREM.’ER: Do you say I made a state-
ment that that was in the agreement?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: No, I did not
I p

make thai «fateraent at all. Al say i
that, the leader of the Government made a
statement

The Presirr: You are shuffling.  VYou
salid h Tl‘f asurer a while ago, and now
vou quoto me.

Hox, "f. H. BARYNES: I made a mistake
in saving the Treasurer made the statement.
But the leader of the Government, who is
above the Treasurer, made a dlmlﬂ(’t state-
ment that 70 per cent. was to bhe appro-
priated to the Government and the other

0 per cent. was to go probably in ancther
direcrion.  In other words., he made this

point, with a view appurently of interesting
those whom he thought would vote for him,
and cepecisliy local aunthoritive—that whilst
the Government themselves were not now able
to bolp, in the main, to finance local authori-
ties, in the future such a little arrangement
bad been made that there would be ne
difficnlty whatever for local authorities to

[Zon. J. 4. Fikelly.
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i

from the Commonwealth

Savings

The PREMIER:
disputing t’mt’
oN. \V. F

That is all right. Are you

BARNES: No. Al I am
- is that the position
t, up to @ crrtain point,
b(*li(, od that oune of the prin-
=3 sh uld be Hmt as far as possible

¢ themselves should keep in
sdvancing  of mouev to  local

/‘H I can sax

:fer.

is that you

i2 5: The hon, gentle-
the Aact that he fried to

B
can not Jem

the Iiouse that whust the
Uovernment  the nson were not, in  the
future, going to finance local autaor' #, an
arrangoment  had  been made with  the
Commonwealth Dank. and that the remain-

ne 20 per cent. would be appropriated for
t purpose.

\ PrEMiER: An arrangement has been
made with the bank to keep 230 per cent.,
cut of whirh the governor will do his best
to finance local suthoritics.

Hox, W. H. BARNES: There was a
definite reference made to that effect. The
Promiecr wanted to make this House beliove
the Treasury were unable to continue to help

the local authorities, but that. nevertheles
there would be a distinet gain, in that
was going to be made by the

Bank——

That 1s #0

Commonwealth

The PREMIER:

Fox., W, 3. BARNES: For the 30 per
ceni. to-be given to the loral acthorities if
thov 30 desire. Does the Premicr deny that?

The PrEvIzg: 1 . vou are a champicn
shufiler.

How. W. II. BARNES: I could not cqual
the Premie Tet me say that if T am a
champion \huﬁ% he is a double champion
shufiler. ghter.) Tvervone knows that

I followed very care-
clo:olv the speech of the
‘Tllllstor who introduced the bill. After all,
there wus not a great deal of information
given.

The TREASURER: T gave everything, unless
vou want me to manufacture something.

Hox., W. H., BARNES: The Minister was
not cessful in detailing what the Bill
proposes to do. One of the most astonishing
things in counection with this Bill and in
connection with its introduction is thaf there
has not been a single statement made that
the officors of the department have been
approached and asked if they regard the

Bill and the agrcement as being a satis-
factory one from the standpoint of
Quecnsland.

The PrEmier : Which officers do you mean?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I mean, for
instand the Commissioner of the Savings
Bank. By whom was the agreement made?

The Prramer: The Governor of the

1th Bank.
BARNES: That is the point
et at. It wes not made by any
Now, as far as know, the
a3 far as Queensls ¢oncerned,
) b*‘ t‘vo hm urer.

Commonwea
Hox. W. H.
T want to
politici an.
sgreement

-
5= madoe 1n
Com-
r, and

the gover
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Fox. W, i1, BARNER ot a reason-  in the Hou that the Tressurer
'41‘,3 thing who lave  is a financial expert?

ution for a
have had te do

great

with
refer to the U
m] to. uLc Comi
—=heql e ool
riado to fine
o, 1

‘hat their
sent. which,

1
il i
vhich is
inference
moge 20 of
e Savings
stated— »
917, the Queens-
ank has been
1er acting
Quesnsgland

v 1"& 81
i that

lend Goverr
under m
und

Government Suvin Yetx, 1916 to
1810, and of o « ued to me
n suance theroof.

eently re d an intimation
: beon entered Into
Covernment of this State
Governor of the Cornumonweslth
th the consent of the Federal
for the amalgamation of the
=uk portion of the 111<L1\ut1011

that an
Eotween
‘.pd t‘lo

1

\\i«‘h the Cemmoimn ~.'n:x'1th Hank by trans-
ferring to th at benk, under certain con-

ditions, the relaiive liabilities and assets
aud portion of the staff.”

in view of

not read any
mqlAl}* very much

o otherwise
Vet the d to side-
ck a fow mamer and to iwpiy that
certain officers had becn Consulted

The Previer: No; T <aid it too stupid
of vou to assume that we have not eonsulted
the officers——the experis

Hox. W. II. RARNES
of me to assume that. it is apparently too
sid of the Commissioner to make the
vwhich he made in his report.
arnnt‘v there are two stupid pooplo th°
Co mnl:sm;mr who has made a reference In
print, and *ho Premier, on the other hand,
who states it is not correct. I wonld like to
know if therc is anv going back now, I
suggested, in reply to an 111rr‘1y‘c’r‘on where
he c]mrged me with being a shafier, that he
was a denble shuffler. T do not know that
he has not earned the title to be called a
champnion shufioer to me that that
may be the position. This is not a laughing
matter, because we arc r\z}nmmvf over to the
Commonwealth a very im p(‘rt 1t asset to
Queensland,  Surely, 111 an important matter
like this there should have bren consultation.
With whom?

H: BARNES: With the of

nartment.

more ful Iv than ho

ne intoe,

If it is too stupid

It seen

5]

The pr\

IrP I s2y von are stupid.
t there has not heen.

Hox. W. iI. BARNES: I have proved
that the Promier is stupid, because t‘xe Com-
missioner of the Savings Bank implies that
he has not bein consulted. Would anyone

Vou
assume tha

A Govrinx
WoIL

T am glad to hear

it. dd B there ave mans matters
cons *r\co asd subjects of that
de on vik

no man in this House

i an ors,
vor has had to do ’“th
has not allowed the
neat bo come In in case
meaus frustrate  his
; dition 1z thas
> g to a dead end,
T every memunc they #re making in the
eetion of finance iv to sce if thev cannot

Ii were weney w0 help them over

WO

Apparenily,

running

nont are

iculfics.

"‘ﬂ o Pruxipr: Do you not admit that there
1ore noney mlmedmtoly ma;lablu.’

Hox., W. II. BARNES. I admit that, in
some directions, there is more money lmmodl-
ately available, but I think I shail be able
to show, by an cxtract from a pru’xuus
report, that it is only geing io be very short-
Lived,  Will the Premier, if I am on the
wrong track, teH the House, if there has
been consultation, what the result of that con-
sultation was as it in favour of ov was it
ggain:t the props I helicve, if thore was
any  co tution ith the offic of the
department, it was dead against the propoesal,
because, if after consultation it had been
ourable, the Treasurer wonld have pub-
ished it, and we should have had it to
stwn;thon the report which he is making
to-day; but there was no danger of the
Treasurver doing that kind of thiug.

The Previer: The principal officers of the
denartiment strongly recommended it.

Are

Hox. W, H., BARNES:

we golng to

accept that off hand? e were told that
the Commissioner ongl. recommended 1t,

but we find he did not,

The PreyMitr: Who told you that?

Hox., W. H. BARNES: I followed the
Premier in the earlier stages this afternoon,
in the direction that they had consulted the
officers of the Savings Bank, and the Com-
missioner had recommended it.

The PrEMiER: No; I say you were stupid
to assume that we did not consult cxperts
on the matier.

Hox. W. H, BARNES: And I say you
were stupid, if you did nof consult experts,
not to have done so. I cannot discuss the

details of the Bill on the second reading;
but, apparently, this Bill is out to
mtlfjc {he “groomont with the Governor
of the Commonwealth Savings Bank, to take
effect from 30th June last, and, apparently,
it has been in operation since that time
subjeet to the confirmation of this House.
I want to know who moved in conneetion
with this Bill. Was it the governor of the
Commonwealth Bank, Sir Dennison Milier,
who moved or the Treasurer?

The Previer: It originated at the Trea-
surers’ conference, and was breught forward
by Mr. Watt, the Federal Treasurer.

H. BARNES: I am obliged to
gentleman for making that sugges-
I remember that there was a confﬂlmmﬂ
n Mr. Watt was the Treasurer of the
State, and he was dead against the transfer,

at I presume the position was changed
beeause he was the Federal Tressurer, I ask
the Premier, when he comes along through

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]

Hox. W.
the hon.
tion.
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his Treasurer and asks us to swallow this
Bill, what has been the attitude of the other
States i1 connection with the proposals of
Sir Dennison Miller and the Commonwealth
Bank?

The Pnemisr: At least one has
matsd, snd one or two others are
the matrer.

W. H. BARNES: Ves, one. The
ars ate of Tasmania has cmtk\ir“w long
since cot into line; but at conferensns I have
known anything about these plopomls have
been 1 1 with a thud by the vavious
State %, because they fel! they w

amalga-
considering

e

losing a grip upon one of the m important
assets of thoe cwuf'“s. Who is going to gain
by it? Is the State going to gain bv it,

or is the Commo
Lot me quote
of the departr
ment  vas
Governm

culth going to
hat was s
q “hen the 1
;su:,,‘smd to the thea Denhas
b, An officer of the Government
made this statement, muongat other things

some amount of the

grin by *t'7
by on offic
VIEDUR ‘dgl‘(

“ Tar years the
Sinking Fund and 756 per cent. of the new
business ould be quite in adcquatc to
meet the cash requirements of the States,
conscauently either a large overdraft
would havs to be arranged for, which at
present would cost at least 6 per cent.,
or loans raised at a cest of 4% per ceut.”

I heve here a rveport which shows distinetly
that, although money was then cheaper than
it is now, it was thought by the officers of
the depr:tment that any of the proposals
which were being made in connection with
the Stute Sa\mrrq Bank were going to be
disastrous to the Stete. 1 am 1)101)&1‘0(1 ta
admit that the Treasurer this afternoon
detailed one or two of the losses which were
suggested by the accountant at that time;
but, while that is =o, the position has not
)mproxed since then, but has rather been
accentuited in every direction.

The TREASURER : You cannot compare them,

Hon., W. H. BARNES: What is the
position under this Bill? I say that the
State will be an absolute loser, and it will
be the greatest loser in that it s going to
lose the control of the Savings Bank. Let
me hark back. The hon. gentleman, speak-
ing this afternoon, was good ecnough to say
that, at the time of the encroachment of the
Commoniealth Government, he thought they
had made a mistake in coming into the
business in the way in which thpy did.

The TrrEASUBRER : It is only my opinion.
Hon. ¥ H. BARNES: Mgy
coincides with the hon gentleman’s,
The TreastrER: Then I think I must be

opinion

wrong. (Laughter.)
H . W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
an « he must be rang.  The fact
*“ﬂam: that at that particular ne a4 most

strenvous fight wus put up in order to retain
the Savings Bank business. The hon. gentle-
man mu:t know that then and now the
amount ¢f monev held by the State is very
inuch greater than the amount held by the
Commotirealth as far as the Savings Bank
is concerned. I was very anxiovs to get all
tho information I possibly could in connection
th this particular mattor, and 1 wrote to
Me superintendent  of the (,urn monsealth
Bank n Brisbane asking him {or certain
information. His reply, which is dated the

2%rd Novesber, 1s as follows—
“Re ing to your letter of

H. Barnes.

fo the 22nd

(Hon. 7.
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instant, I beg to advise that the governor
of this hank has instructed me to furnish
vou with the information asked for in
vour letter under reply.

“1, The total number of branches and
agencies in Queensland as at 30th June
Jast was 311,

“2. The toral number of depositors,
28,721.

“ 3, The total amount to t redit of

also on the 30th

24 145, 7d

G UG, Was

vegard to the
1d that we are
s, as vevealed by the
he Savings Bank in b
vig3 away from us for the sake of
wm')omlv convenicnce.

ness,

wIER: Beesuse of the perumianent

“,'13,1 gct under the agsccent,
RN#ES: What 1s the real
19 to a statement publizhed

by the 3 anm Comm sigotier, on page
19 of his report, the total amount stunding

to the credit of the Quecnsland
Savings Bank Fund at 30th June, 1920, was:
£15.175,759, comparved with £14,098,440 af
of the previous financial vcar. The
ssioner states that in pursuance of
section 18 of the Savings Bank Acts this sum
was “hold, in‘r(“u,l,d and used” for certall
purpose I neos not give the details men
tioned by the (Jommissioner, but I may state
that among the items reforred to in his
report are the sum of £7,802,155 invested in
Queensland Government s qurities, and the
sum of £275,930 invested in Conumonwealth
war Ioan sccurities. At any rate, the posi-
tion is that we are going to hanu over a
business of £15,000,000 to the Commonwe salth
which is running a business of £3,000, 000 in
connection with savings bank dOI)O\ltu.

The TREASTRER : What is wrong with th

Hov. W. H. BARNES: The only thing
wrong with it is that the business is going
into th( hands of those who are mrxpab e of
spending the money properly. The Govern-
ment practically say to the Common-
wealth, “Your business  amounts  to
£3.000,000, our business  amounts  to
£15,000.000;; von take it.” The Commissioner
is to be uLpn\(‘ of his position, as was
pointed out by the Minister in his second

U Qvernniens

at?

reading speech on the Bill, and it is pos-
sible that the Cowmissioner may receive a
certain sum to go out. The rister did

not state the position as frankly as thas, but
that is pra ,tlcauy what his statement amounts
to.

The Presurr: The position is that the
Commonwealth have to take the Commis
sioner over or provide him with a po«~1do‘1
equivalent with the ove he has ceeupied
under the State Government.

rIO". V. H. BARNES: I say that a man
who has boen so long in the State’s se rvice
had a nght to he nonsnlmcd The action
taken by the Govf‘rmnenr in mnnu,hou with
the Commi sioner of the Savings Bank is not
the same as the action taken Lw the Govern-
ment in con hm! with other pm)hc servants
in other divections. As a matfer of fact,
the spirit of repudiation is abundantly mani-

fest, and old officers are now being dis-
missed,  All the assets of the Savings Bank

are to he
Bank, a

a corp
-
¥

iraniferred to the Conmnom\ ealth
the moners are to be invested in
ion who 1s to be Treasurer.

surer will have control over those

1
the
;
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wmoncys and over advances recomunended to
be made from the funds,
o

The PreMier: No: therc iz no differencss
from the present arrangemient, except that
the Treasurev Is incorporated as a corpora-
tion for legal purpo:

provides
: 2 corporation

solely by the name of the “State Advanc
Corporation,” and that he shall have power
to take, purchase, s=ll, exchange, lease, and
hold land, goods, chattels, securities, and
any other property what sr. That mesns
th&b the Tressurer, with the approval of the
Governor in Counctl, w1l have pows
£5,000,000 from the Savings Bs
The hon. gentleman at an ¢
twitted me about making referer

‘that

fmma
er stage
we to the

Government golng outside for loan money.

You

TREASURER :
were twitting me,

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The hon.
man twitted me saving that
impas-ible for the Covernment to get m
outside.  Yef it i# a fact that in this pag-
ticular Bill t,h(‘y are making an cfort to get

The I did not twit vou.

mouney outside, and to emiploy the Agent-
General in mat partlmﬂm conneeiion.  That
is the position as; far as this particular mea-
surs 1= concer The position i+ made an

exceedingly difficult one by the fact that the
Governor of the Commonwealth Savings Bank
is going it tale over all the business and all
the o of the Queensland Government

Py

»

Savings Benk, with the exception of the
bmld.ng to which reference has heen made

this aiternoon.

The PPREMIER :
also,

Hox. W. BARNES: The assets of the
Queensiand Government State Savings Bank
are going to be taken over by the Governor
of the Commonwealth Savings Bank, There
is to be a deposit at call issued by the
uov\vnov of the Commonwealth Savings
Bai vich, roughly spoaking, will amonnt
ta £2772,000. There mav be a vrifriendlx
Governor coutrolling the Savings Bank, and
what will happen then? '

The Tn
iteld

There are other exceptions

Governors of banks
unfrmnd!y in these mailers,

are

on. gentie-
o 1 sutfs
s trustiul
t interveg

he rate nop o oox
1d vessonable.  Then thero
ded over veounting

£8.000.500 in v and those
wities which have to do with
Cucensiand

Ca
v life of
[5.30 p.m.]

The

TREASTRER :
the avount at call ¢
the withdrawals exce *d the denosits

IHox. W. 11, BARNES: I think th(\ hon.
gentleman is wrong. In connection with the
new husiness thcxe can be no withdrawals
unless, as the hon. gentleman says, the busi-
ness falls off to such an extent that the with-
drawals exceed the deposits. but the whole
thing indicates that in this Bill we are
practically losing the greatest asset we have
in this State. We are going to hand over
that asset to the Commonwealth Government.
It is only a step towards unification, Perhaps

You kl‘O\" very well that
cannot be touched unless

[24 NoveMBER.]
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the hon. gentleman wants to sce unification
brought about. It ix said that he is out
for Federal hor\oarq and it may be that he
hones some duy to be the Federal Treasurer,
and is now paving the way for it. The
House sheould have something very much

ion with the state-

more definite in connes

ment that was made by the Premier with
regard to the 70 per cent. Let us not forget
that the previous agreement which was

turned down provided that 75 per cent. of
the new monoy should be at the disposal of
the State Government, whereas this agree-
ment provides that the State shall receive
only 70 per cent. If the Commonwealth Bank
is going to heolp the State in the direction
wcated by the I‘reuﬂuler, then what is
going to be done should be cleariy laid down
in the Bill. It should not be left in the
form of an assurance made by the Premier,
or by the Treazuver, that something may be
done. ’"ho Bill should clearly and ‘defmtelv
set out what assistance is to be glven f“' thc
Comnmonwealth Bank to the State.

We are

The TPEASURER: to receive the

:‘350 OOOO at call in the Treasury. Read
clause 5 of the agreement.

Fon. W. I BARNES: If I werc to start
ro(\o'mw cluuse 5, the Speaker would pull me
up.

You are quite wrong.

@ avs distinctly that that
amount shall not 1\0 touched unless the with-
drawals exceed the doposits.

Hox. W. TI. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man ‘vill have an opportunity at a later
pcnod of making any explanation he wishes.
I do not think that tne people of Quecnsland

realiss the direciion in which the Government
taking them in this Biil, and that it
involves the loss to the State of such an
important asset. T would remind hon. mem-
bers that it is the Savings Bank which has
made pos:ible advances for workers’ dwelb
ings, advances to sottlers, and many other
forms of arsistanco to clwe people of Queens-
land. In times of crisis it has even given
very material assistance to the Govern Tment
themselves, I might refer to the Auditor-
General’s report, whc e he poinfs out that
on 30th June last, 1if 1t had not heen for the
£1,000,000 which the Treasurer has recerved
from the Commissioner for the Savings Bank,
the Government would have been in a sorry
plight.

The Treas _unfair
charge to make, because the Commissioner is
dkmolutek' musnnﬂd(«;zt of the Government.

Fox., W, H. BARNHS:
ran s trying 'dumc]
m.ldc no cha

That 1s a ve

JRER @

¢ hon. eentle-

agfain. I have
Commissioner.
The Auditor-General s had it not been
for the temporary ad nee m the Savings
Bank of £1.000.000, there would have been a
debit balance of about £900,000 in the Loan
Fund. It was the goodncss of the Commis-
sioner in net cx llmg up that advance that
saved the position for the Government.

Etd

The TREASURER: vou know that your Go-
vernment had complete control of the bank,
but we gave the whole control to the Com-
missioner,

Jow. W. . BARNES: The hon.
man knows that that is not correci. Under
previous Governments there were ctertain
trustees who had control of the funds of the
bank. One of those trustees was the Speaker

Hon, W. H. Barnes.]

gentle-



Clemmois

efth Bank

of the Legisiative Assembly, and another was
the President of the Legistative Council.
The 2 We gave the Commis-
sl0iley ! ]O)’ltv-
Tha tr

The

=tees you speak of

WwWeie 1 sdians of the securities.
Hox, W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man i« wrong. In addition to being cus-

todians of the securities, th
with regard to investments,

The Preaier: They had nothing to do
with investments. was a member of that
board of tees, and so were you for several
years. They had mnothing whatever to do
with the investments.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: They had to do
with the investiment of cerfain moness

The PreMmier: Nothing of the kind.

. W. 1L BARNES : This Bill will take
awav all the rights of Queensland, and will
hand over to the Commonwealth our most
important asset. If there is one thing from
which Queensland suffers more than any
other State, it is our distance from the centre
of the Commonwealth Government. Again
and again hon. members of this House, and
peopie outside this Chamber, have com-
plained that it has not been possible to get
the car of the Commonwealth Government
quickly because we are at the extreme end
of the continent, and yet this important asset
-—this Bank, which holds over £15,000,000 of
State money, from which the Queensland
Government make a profit—is to be handed
over to the Commonwealth.
The Pruwier: No.

TIox., W. 1. BARNES: I am prepared to
admit that the Treasurer will receive a shave
of the profits on new business.

The Previrr: We will
profits, t50.

Hox. W. . BARXES: If the House
this Bill, it will be doing Queensland
an absolute injustice. To use the Treasurer’s
own words, it will be parting with the bhirth-
right of Queensland. It is the bank of the
people of Queensland, and it is absolutely
unfzir that this legislation should be passed.

Mr. FORDE (Rockhampton):
wl distressing to listen to the carping
criticism of the hon. member for Bulimba.
It is a wonder to me that he cannot rise
above mere parochialism, and look at such
big questions from the national viewpoint.
He tells us that he is a supporter of a party
which is designated the National party.
It is national in name only. No doubt,
the hon. gentleman would offer the same
objection to the Commonwealth having con-
tral of the Post Office, of the Customs, and
of Defence. He stated to the Premier that
the present Government have repudiated
their obligations to certain public servants.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: They are doing it
now.

Mr. FORDE: The hon. gentleman was a
member of a Government that repudiated its
obligations to puklic servants to the extent

v made provision

retain the old

It is some-

of £55,000 in -the matter of automatic
increases.
Mr. Sizer: This Government are doing

that at the present moment to the police.
Mr. FORDE: When the present Govern-
ment came into power they honoured the
obligations which had been repudiated by
the Denham-Barnes Government. However,
that is by the way. I am one who believes

[Hon. W.H. Barnes.
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that this Bill is a good one, and that it is a
move in the ht direction. I believe that,
when the Commonweaith Labour pa intro-
duced the Coamamonwenlth Bank Bill in the
ilouse of Representatives in 1912, they id
not go far enough. They should have pro-
vided for the nationalizsation of all banking.

ime that that Bill was before the
Commonwealth Parliament, Nationalists like
Sir Josepn Cook and Sir Alired Deakin said
that the time was inopportune to establizh.
a Cemmonwealth Bank.

They said it was detrimental to the best
interests of the people of Australia. They
did ot want the people to conirol their own
bank. The Commonwealth Labour party
should have made provision for the nation-
alisation of all banking in Australia, and,
in my opinion, they should have made pro-
rision for the nationalisation of all insurance
as well. I think that both banking and
insurance syst should be controlled by
the oue central authority in Australia. The
Hon. Andrew Fisher was Prime Minister
and Treasurer of Australia at the time that
the Commonwealth Bank was started, and
he lent £10,000 to the Governor, Sir Denison
Ailler. It is a well-known fact that the Com-
nionwealth Bank has progressed beyond all
expectation. That bank now holds assets
aggregating £63,000,000, and iis accumulated
profit amounts to £2,756,000. Altogether the
Commonwealth Bank, which began its career
under a Labour regime amidst a storm of
Tory abuse and belittlement by the Conserva-
tives of Avstralia, has put up an excellent
vecord. I consider that the Commoawealth
Bank stands zs a Jasting monument to the
eniorprise and initiative of the Common-
wealth Labour party. The people of Queens-
land hzve nothing to fear from this proposed
amalgamnadion. We have operating in Aus-
tralia to-day the following banks—namely,
the Commercial Bank of Sydney; the Aus-
tralian Bank of Commerce, Limited; the
Bank of Australia; the Commercial Ban,
ol Bvdney, Limited; the English, Scottizh,
and Australian Bank, Limited; the London
of Australia, Limited; the Bank of
New South Wales; the Rank of Queensland,
Limited; the Quecensiand National Bank.
Limited; the TUnion Bank of Australia,
Limited; and the Commonwealth Bank of
Austrelia. There are far too many banks
operating in Australia. There should be one
big bank; the result would be efficiency and
ccenomy, and the people’s deposits in that
one bank should be made available to the
people of Australia for the development of
this great Commonwealth.

My, Corrixs: It is the one .mistf}ke the
Labour party inade when 1t did not
nationalise banking.

Mr. FORDE: T agree with the hon. mem-
ber for Bowen: it is the one mistake the
T.ebour partr made. However, we must learn
by cur mistakes, and I feel sure that that mis-
take will ba rectified «t the earliest opportu-
nity. The deposits in those banks which 1
have just referred to amounted 10 £‘224‘2166“000
up to 30th Junc, 1918 : and the deposits ior the
vear ended 30th December, 1918, zxmoumejd to
£33,691,000. On the 3lst December, 1518, there
was approximately £130,000,000 standing to
the credit of Savings Banks depositors in the
various Savings Banks of Australia, and it
worlked out at an average of £53 13s. to each.
depositor in Queensland Savings Bank as

against £37 7s. 7d. in Tory-governed Victoria.

I submit that all that money deposited in

2=




Commonealth

the vavious banks of Austrelia xhould be
availuble to the people of Australia for the
devclopmens of this cowitry, and not go to

cnhanee the dividends of a lew wealthy
oholder

. Barxes: How is it being utilised

ORUE: I am satisfied that this amal-

hetween  the Savings Bank of
land and the Commonwealth {s but the
d of the wedge. We will find that
the (f)un'rumoalth will tiake over all the

;. Banks from the other States, and
eventually it will take over the whole of the
banking husin throughout Australia. It
must come.  Nationalisabion of insurance
mun iso come. We know the result of State
insurance in Quesnsland. We know that it
hias been a groat succe The Labour party
have always stood for State banking and for
Stute insurance, and I feel certain that when
ihe (‘on‘monwca]nh Labour party gets into
rfﬁr“ » again that State Insurance for the whole

{ Avpstralia must come. (Hear, hear!) When
the Labour party get into office in the Com-
menwealth again we will find they will follow
on the lincs adopted by the Queensland
Labour party in regard to State insurance.

Mr. Sizer: The Labour party have to get
into power first.

Mr., FORDE: 1 am quite satisfied that
hon. members opposite will not get on the
front Treasury bench. The people of Queens-
land have just repudiated them.

Mr. Sizer:
hampton  will
bench.

The hon. member for
never get on the

Rock-
Treasury

FORDE: We will not have a dis-
putﬂ over that at the presont time. I say
that I will be therc before the hon. mem-
ber for Nundah. I consider that this amal-
gamation of the Commonwealth Savings Bank
and the Queensland Savings Bank is a
moeve in the right direction. I was pleased
to know, as the Treasurcr pointed out, that
the agreement is for the transfer of the
Queensland  bank’s business for twenty-five

years, with the option of an extension for
another twenty years. It is also pleasing to
know that the rights of the officers of the

Queensland  bank, from the Commissioner
right down to the most recently appointed
junior. will be respected when the bank is

handed over. I was also pleased to learn
that the Queensland bank will receive 70 per
cent., of the increased amount of deposits to
be used for the purpose for which Trust
Funds are used, such as in connection with
workers’ dwellings and what is known as the
Agricultural Bank. I am glad that the State
Government will continue to manage the tWO
sub-departments known as the workers’
dwellir section and the Agricultural Bank.
1 hope that the Treasurer will sec that these
matters are not in any way shelved. I feel
sure that he will see to that, because the
pecple of Queensland are looking out for a
: housing scheme which should be pro-

and they hope to see a more un-
to Juto and hygienic system of housing than
we huve in this Stato to-day., I am glad
that the Governor of the bank was broad
enough to agres to the balance of the
deposits, amounting to 30 per cent., being
invested in the centres where the money was
deposited. That is an important matter. It
is important for the people of Rocl\hampton
because we expect in the near future to go
in for an up-to-date water scheme and an
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clectrification scheme, and in course of time
t1 ome. {Hear, hear!) The
ty Council are now conzider-

: ion of borrowing money from
the Commonwealth Bank for these purpoeses.

My, GREEN: What clause is that?

Mr. FORDE: I am pleased to know t}\av
the hon. member for Towunsville, who is also
mavor of that city, imendb to borrow from
the Conumenwealth Bank for public works in
Townsville, This Bill is a move in the right
direction, Provision has been made for the
use of the deposits for the development of
Gueensland. I am sure that no notice will be
taken outside of the carping criticisms of hon.
nembers opposite,

Mr. Fry:

They tock notice at the election.

Ar. FORDE : T feel sure that nobody takes
any notice of the hon. member for Kurilpa.

Mr., Fry: I increased my majority three
times over.

Mr. FORDF It is certain that the
measure will be of great benefit to Queens-
land; and I hope that the House will pass
it through without a delay whatever, and
that the agreement will be ratified, and T
also hope that m the course of mme our
whole banking and insurance system in Aus-
tralia will be nationalised. (Hear, hear!)

Mr. BELPHINSTONE (Qxlcy): It seems to
me that if one wants to judge a measure of
this kind in its true perspective one must go
right back o the root of things. I purpose,
with the permission of the House, to refer to
what is the Labour party’s objective regard-
ing unification. This measure plays a very
important part in that matter.

Orpositiox MEMBERS : Hear, heor!
PITINSTONE: I read
a }ulh’ ur (,ou\ entmvfthh infor-
by the Melbourne
()ther movements
dovation were the

IIW— b amo
that weve up for con
folloving : —

© Coumplete

s:'lf-govcu"vzmht of Aus-

tralin. {Iear, hear!) No Privy Council.
No Scnate. Ons House of Representa-
tives  cong 1 of 100 members.  No

but Provincial ov Soviet Govern-
of which Queensland was to
four.”

I have alwayvs argued that a person who
wants to get the true idea of future legisia-
tion of Labos overnments, both I'edmaﬂv
and as regards the State, wants to study
what takes place at these Labour Conven-
tions. (flear, hear!) In Townsville last
vear we see clearly ontlined what is to be
the lrgislation that the Labour partr are
to bvlng forward during their tenure of
the Government benches. They are ho]dinff
the reins of the Gowz nent here, and per
medium of the late Premier, thoy are aJt"‘
sating gotfing 1a(’1\ f‘ﬂn 1(‘1113 of Government
mmonwealth, and we can see guite
clearly th“lf one of t]“nu intentions is tu aim
at on by rendering self-gove
in Ques ‘uqldud inoperative. Tt is tralv 3
cant—it is almo~t p,xfhﬂtm—that the §
Government Savings Bank building \\a- wind
st the time of the clection to appeal to the
clectors to retain self-government for Queens-
land. {Opposition laughter.) In this measure
we sce the facilities for handing over this
State banking business to the Commonealth

<‘1,1 i
Government, or knocking the first nail in

Mr. Elphinstone.]
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Queensiand’s coffin ter of giving o shelter fo*v" the inubilitv and financial
Queensiand g 1t to the Com- Tﬂ(‘()tlfudl of the late State Treasurer. That

nonwealth, That soens to me to be the  is probably the reason why this agreement

this

v L(\\\

t  Dperspective in which to
ssure, and keopicg that in mind,
ol for us to fo low the claus
Bill and the agreement step by step.

Looking at the proposal from the hu
point view, I cannot halp commending
Denison Mifler for his business acwmen in
effecting an agresm ut such as this. I con-
der it i oxcellent business for the Common-
wealth, but deplorable business for Queens-
land, (Hes hear!) That is the view I
have, and I can quite understand how i
comes about that the Commissioner for the
State bank was not consulted in thls pro-
posal, because i is quite obvious the
leader of the National parly pointed outm
that we had, on the one hand, a man who
l"'ow his business conferring with geutlemen
or. the other hand who were permeated \uth
the one desire of sconer or later hand ding
over Queensland’s self-government principle.
As a result of that, we se¢ the agreement
that iz before us at the present moment,

There is one point with which the Troa-
surer did not deal when outlining this
proposal. It is not only handing over to the
Governor of the Commonwvealth Bani all
the banking business of the Government, but
in the last rldus(‘ if T remember right tx. it
into the hands of the Commonwoalth
Pu,]\ all the fictations of Queensland loans
in the fature.

The Tre

TRER: Quite so.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE:
important fact.

The TREASURER: When
and agreemsnt expires in 1830 and the
land National agreement next June,
all cur business will be given to our own
wonwealth Bank.

Mr. BLPHINSTOXNTE: Anyone vwho reads
the agreement can sce that guite clearly, but
I am sorry that the Treasurer did not pomt
to that very impertant feature when he was
addressing the Hmbo I want to deal with
that 111atv,01‘, and show you, Br. Speaker,
and the House, that therve are weaknesses in
~that )101)0%) One point T want to stress is
that a cla in the agreement gives to the
ate Government hero 50 per cent. of the
which = arise fmm the combined
, but T sece no
reference to 50 per cent. of the profits which
the Commonwealth Bapk is going to make
out of the flotation and reneval of Queens-
lend lo ”)i in London.

We do net get B0
ank of Fngland makes,

That 1s  an

the Bank of

SURTR ©

LPHING

TONE: I quite admit that
wevertheless, here the Government were
r n contract with the Commonwenlth

wnd stipulating for 80 per cent. of the
PRT\HPW Ridiculous.
ELPYH ’\W“Q\ : The hon. member

think it ridiculous, but other people may

not,
Fhe Prexier: I do think it absolutely
ulous.
Mr. BELPHINSTONE : Of course, the hon,
m Albel would.  Fle showed his financial

ability and business capacity by making ahso-
lute chaos of Quecnsland finances in London.
(Disorder.) We can see in this agreement

[Mr. Elphinstone.

.1.01‘(,L4 1510,
URER: 1o

been

you sericusly con-

NSTONE: I am not geing t

th you. I am just going
cor, not the hon. member
Keep cool.

L "Ii

<

The TRE \STURER :

¥y, ELPININSTONE: I am quite cool.
1 hopc that the hon. member will keep cool,
but I zee evidences of flurry on the other
side of the ITouse. I am going to siress that
point I have mauv If you look at the
Auditor-General’s rvepert, yvou will ﬁPd that
the Bank of Bn (rl‘nd made a profit of £5,600
out of the £2, 060.000 loan, about which there

was such & great song a ryear or two ago.
The failure of the Government to raise

further loans has been a wonderful surprise
to them., T remember com:aenting, and I will
do 1t again, that the reason whr the Labour
Govornment was successful 3 floating thut
loan was n.ot because of the ability of @
administrators, but out of gratitude to
land’s =old \*'hat ﬂll“' did for
mpire.  For
1« something ur
but when these gen 3
have to stund own ability,
find their truc lovel, and that is in the ranks
of those who do not Lnu» thaiv business.
(Interruption and d ¢y opinion,
fho hdnmng over to the C‘ommmu\ ealth Bank
of the State I ng business is an excellent
‘e of husiness for the Commorwe Ith, but
sastrous to Cucensland. Queensland has in
its hands the nucleus of an excellent banking
busincss Referring once m to the
vuditor-Gienceral’s report, vou 11 sec that
this Government have no fewer than 638
accounts in the Queensiand National Bank
at the »rrscont moment. 1 veuture to
that there are some

CTi%-

of
a0

banks doing husin
in Brishane to-day that have not that number
of secounts  altogether.  C'ombine  those
aCCouy with the £14.000,000 of deposits
which are at present in the rafe custody of
the Srate barking institution, snd you have
the nucleus of an excelient business.

The Proyura: You are splintering
platform of the Nationalist party.

N ELPHI YSTO\'F: All the Labour
stalwarts who are to-day conspicuous Ly their
ab ence. ahd conv on to National
vis waw the

every

who =
canne t B

seized with beth h
ut csiablix hino a State bank
They have shops
and all theee cheap
rotehing  businesses
(‘%nhhhmp‘ 8
zirecady a nucleu
they wave it
man who coines

fish

which

1 ovvcr-'n( my : are truc.
these gcntla'“ n see I]ui‘. > clearly that Qu
Jand’s doom as a self-governing colony is
scaled, not by the London financiers, but by
those gentlemen who are secking refuge and
seats in the Federal House. (Government
interjections.) We sece some of our youngest
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and maest inexperienced meambers sceking to
share thie responsibilitica of the Gm\mn.(m,
of the Cowimonwealth,

A7 Forve: They
an: ho\v

would not lhave you

s

O VI . We have heard our
1l to-ds I remember a
name was mentioned in

and even that of the
v, and we have seen very
coru]u(ﬂmnx v that the onlv by-clections we

ive had during this last Parliament were
Jections caused by the retivement of four
Ministers of the Crown.

The Treasurer . That is not a crime.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: It is not a crime.
but it is significant. {(Opposition laughter.)
The erime is, that the aspirations and desires
and ambitions of these gentlemen should be
allowed to interfere with the d(«:tinies of
Queensland from a banking point of view.
(Hear. hear!) That is the crime, and it i
obvious to me that these gentlemen are simply
playing up to the importance and aggrandise-
ment of the Commonwecalth to the detriment
of the BState, simply because they sce all
their future hopes and means of future
political advancement lie in Federal politics.

The Home SECRETARY :
hope.

Mr, Fry:

(Sitting suspended from 6 p.m.

Mr. ELPHINSTONIE: One of the argw-
ments that the Treasurer advanced in his
preface to this Bill was that amalgamation
was going to cffect cconomy.

The TREASTRER: It must,

Ar. ELPHINSTONE: It is vers much
better, in this instance, to lock for the
greater advantages which a State bank would
give. I prefer competition, and to those
gentlemen  who preach cconomy by the
amalgamation of these two services—TFederal
and State—may I ask them why it is they
have not cxercised that principle in the
amalgamation of the State and Federal rolls
where there is plentv of room for the exer-
¢isc of economy? The answer is pretty
obvious, that the Federal roll system does
not permit of the existence of 65,600 ghosts
whereas the State roll does, and, therefore,
it does not suit hon. members opposite to
exercizc economy where the amalgamation of
the rolls is concerned, but where 1t is matter
of the amalgamation of banks with a view to
glorifying the positions which ther arve look-
ing forward to occupying at no distant date,
then, of course, the argument can be
advanced. We frequently hear the statement
made that the Commonwealth of Australia
has too many Parliaments, and possibly on
a population basis that argument wonld hold
good, but the real cvil lies in the fast that
we have not enough people here. There are
none too many Parliaments for a huge
continent smh as is embraced in the Com-
monwealth of Amh‘aha but where the great
evil exists is in the fact that we have not
anything like sufﬁ(‘lont people. Tt is to be
hoped that at no distant date we will have
a Nationalist Government in Qucensland,
when & system of immigration is going to be
encouraged on an economically sound basis.
Then we shall find that a State Parliament
is necessary and we should remedy that
anomaly which exists to-day of a huge con-
tmon(‘ of the size of Australia only pnpu]ated
by a handful of people. I have also referred

1920—q

or two ago h
lay connection,
Secreta

You are giving us
1t is the last hope.
il T pom.)

JOVEMBER. ]

Agirczinent, Ete., Bil. 225

the fact that I can sec no reason why wo
would transfeor the flotation of our loans in
‘»'f Dritain to the (\ommonwoalth Bank.
it Lad been shown that br this agreement
tate was going fo share in the profits
ation of these loans in London, I
sistand it. As T pointed cuf, the
ank of 1 vwhmd made £5,000 from a kind
of superyizsion of the last £2,000,000 loan
which was floated in London.

The TressvriR: The profits will remain
in Australia.

Mr. BLPHINSTONE :

that the Government

It is quite obvious
hopes to shelter under
the wings of the Commonwealth, =hich,
fortunately, is controlled by a Naticnalist
Governmient and where sanctity of contract
is safeguarded, when they go on the London
money market for a loan. I would point
out that the Commonwealth is .coing to
make considerable profits out of Queensland
in the flotation of these loans. It also has
to be borne in mind that during the next
five years we have something like £28,000,000
falling due for renewal, certainly not redemp-
tion, because we cannot redeem them. Just
fancy the commission the Commonweslth
Bank are going to make out of the renewal
of £28.000,000, not taking into account the
new loans that will be floated in the interval.
If we shared in the profits the Commeon-
wealth will make on these loans then there
would be some reason why we should embrace
this Commonwealth Bank proposal. Person-
ally. I prefer that we should leave the con-

duct of our loans in London to the Bank
of England, and my recasons for that are
several.  The chief one is that the Bank of

England knows all about loan flotation in
Great Britain and on the Continent. It has
had conturies of experience in this connes-
tion, whereas, I question very much \xhnthw
the Commonwealth Bank has floated a single
loan on the London market. It Is quite new
to the game. and as the Premier has found
out, these would-be financiers new to the
game rveceive some very hard knocks when
they go to London, and that doubtless will
he the experience of the Commonwealth
Bank. If the fotation of loans in London
were loft to the Bank of FEngland, Queens-
Iand, properly governed and not required to
shelter under the Commonwealth, would get
2 very much better service.

The Prewirr: Do vou say the Common-
wealth Bank has never floated a loan?

Mr., ELPHINSTONE : I may be s
The TrE:sURER: You are.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : Whatever they may
have done in the foation of loens their
experience is only infinitssimal compared
wﬂh the experience of the Bank of England.

The Bank of England knows its business and
has a verv much greater clientele, and, as
overvone knoiws, the Bank of Rngland is
one of the greatest banks of the Empire
to which we belong, and why should we turn
the Bank of England down unless there is
bnsiness in it? If theve is business in if
well and good, but if there is not, I sec no
sentimental reason for turning the Bank of
Tingland down. when, as I point om there
sre obvious advantages associated with trust-
ing the ank of England with the condnct of
outr future loans. Anoth@r point T w
th« is this: In mv opinion a twen
vears’ agreement is far too long. Tw
five vears is almost as good as perpeto
because once we get into the methods of
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entrusting our financial affairs abroad in
the hands of the Commonwealth Bank, and
it exists for twenty-five years, it is pretty
obvious that we are not going to alter it
and it is almost more perpetual than the
polpﬁthdl leases which the Government hang
out as being as good as froehold, because
twenty-five years IC&HV means in perpe‘mty
I quite conceive to hon. gentlemen oceupying
the Government benches at the present
moment—sivhich they do by accident—that
there are advantages associated with the
removal from the Government Savings Bank
of the control of the conduci of the finances
in LOPI‘)(,(thl’l with advances to settlers and
workers’ dwellings, It has been a bone of
contention ameorngst hon. mcmbcr" opposite
that their politicai influence has been of no
avail as regards the Commissioner of the
State Savings Bank. We have often heard
it stated in this House that this Commis-
sioner is deaf to the pleadings of politicians,
and that is one of the rcasons why the State
Savings Bank has been so successfully con-
lucted. and in that direction lies the future
salvetion of many of the State enterprises.
As soon as they are removed from the con-
trol of politicians and from the excrcise of
that pressure x\hu*h they blmg to bear on
State enterprises, so soon will they start to be
successful.  Now what happens under this
Bill? It means that the control of the
advances for workers’ dwo]h'!gs will pass to
the Works Lepaitmr‘nt and it meaus, there-
Iore that instead of bng conirolled by one
dominating head it iz going to have sev
two dirvectors with ail the pulling of str
which we know goes on in connection with
State cenferprises generaliv. I would loave
it where it is if the bahl\ were ado\ve\l to
continue its separate existence as 1t is to-day.
If the Governiment are makmrr the misinke
of extinguishing the b s obvious that
one mirtake requires sev Al othom That
policy we have seen expressed and practised
~ight through the whole programme of the

Labour Government. Thev start off by
altogether disregarding the elements of
he nature and go on perpetuating
T only recently cams

he TrEssTRER: 1t
er the bank.

ELPHINRTONE: We
¥ osinece it came to the
ter controlicd from an
nn the voint of v
ument ¢
d(ri“l\“,

know quite
bank it has
»fficiency poinf
> of workers’

Those
rom the

control,
first blush
ment had

T., e adrmf
T

shen T fired
m ‘hr‘ paper I thought, 'Well
f te Government Savi
om ‘ho control of
and zoing under

the
organisation,”

veview of the s sitea-

some satisfaction in

fact that the

finances are passing from
mn.'tovmo or control—or the subcon-
ight call it—of the ILabour

snd going fo a Oovernment
Viational d Farmers’ forens.
However, there poor consolation in that,
because it is quite easy to coneeive that
ng fthe next two or three vears Queens-
will be controlled by National and

josd

olled i T

land
Farmers’ forces, and the Commonwealth may

[Mr. Elphinstone.
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trolled by Iabour forcos.  Therefore,
we pass over our Uovernment Savings
to the C©

Commoenwealth v
the frying pan

irtn tho
faction we may
1

DVANnCes

bufl*‘

can
LL ngers in it. I that this
seasure 18 one which Q‘mmd be considered
from a purely non-party point of view, and
that ver ]nuua‘)lv sote members on this su{
of Jouse will take a contrary view to
that which I have expressed. Hoewever, that
my ommun and I have given my reasons
torming it I \'O'ltll' © to think there
cortain amoust of soun iudgmoent in what
1 have stated. There is onlv one thing which
out parsmount above all others, and
is the giving up or the relinquishing of
Queensland's State rights to a Common-
wealth Governmest. I see no reason for
doing that at the present juncture. In faet,
n great danger associated with 1t, and
when other proposals are brought forward
this bark agreement  will be  continually
quoted as a precedent of whot can be done
Only rﬂmmﬂy one of tho Southorn banks
saw sufficient attraction in Queensland to
open & branch here.

a ¢

AMr. Kimwax: After all the Opposition

PHINSTONE: Well now, let me
the wase of 1. I am not a
: the future of

CIis-

Mrusprs : Hear, hear!
ror Agnrcernrire: Come
PITINSTONE . I will not. When

vou will probably
that invitation. (Hear, hear!) In
Jucensiand is ] about as
gs of despair as if can be;
buot it 1+ just on the turn, and the elections
auite recondly held clearly shows that; and
just as T would advise a man to go in and
buy shares when the market is at its lowest,
<o I would zdvis» reople fo enme to Queens-
Ll‘m “he destinies a 2t their low
in order ‘ﬂ, t}mv can share in the pros
wh bound fo cceur with t‘ﬁe
b (‘f 4 COMMON-Fense Geovernment, such
1 in Queensland.  To a
s volng to leave Queens-
are many ab the pres
I pity his judgment.

to my resson

withdraw,
my opir
rqo(\")l" in the d

s }
there

S8,

i1

black that is the time

the commeon sense of the

aver going corate this

of i -hich oxists

resont moment, and any v 1der of
v of ﬂ*f times can scn to )

big change is cmn

ines in to-day and L;n\% properti
(res is the man who shows business acumen
and for So my advi fo everyone

come to (ueensiand and help in the
of the Labour Government. I hope
at manv will take advantage of
ticn,  The banking institution I
forred to e dently ecan read the signs of
the times, and sres that this is the time to
come to Queenzlaud t6 establish its business,
so that it can get its house in order ready
to take part in the boom which is bound to
talke place as soon as this Goverument are
tarned out end the National and Farmers’
(GGovernment are installed, with the help of
the great season which is in front of wus.

is to
funeral
cm( rely
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hat is my frank opinion of the position,
and I conunuend te the consideration of the
Hause the views I have expressed.  (Hear,

hoay !

Ay, BEBBINGTON
& nort rt inensare,
a en disel
askind to voie In
av pavt ©oshall
hiter.)
Kizwax: Oh,

our party this
stugle word
no member

the ciher.

the Bill

vote

Grewt Seott !
GTON: I am

Lir. BEBB going to give

my reasons. First of all, becawse it is not
the first step that has been 1w here to
practically dismember (@u(mna’an 1t 1% the

second. Hon members here will remember the
Hon. T. J. Rvan going down to Melhourne
to a Premi Conference and coming back
and mtlouu(-lng\ into this Assembly a Com-
monwealth Povers Bill which would have
stripped  Queensland  of practicaliy all s

power and all its liberty
DMy, Brexxan: That was a war measure.
Mr, BEBBINGTON: There was no war

then.  And it would have left Queecnsland
in the position of & e coun That 1s
one of the I am going to vote
agaiist tha the second attempi

ade in this Iiouse to bring
Now, what would bs the
bane? hen.  wember
t to be in terl in this,

=

1
for Brisiuine oug

Bir. Korwax: Yes: Lo is listening.
BEth\UZ ON: To-dav OQucrnsiand

sovercign Sia It has the right to
manare 1t own aifaire.  Brisbane 1s the
apital of & very large, wealtl State.
Urder unification Gucensling ity
~pover, and Brisbane becomes a

Sy ( ney.  As unification is the

b()ur party, 1 w o*}dor how
1)(_‘0]')1“ VOoie JOI 4 man
\‘LO f\\()kll“\ 11"1AI CuT‘U‘J dn(l 15 g.;()ll‘ r to UX’ 1{r

hem down to the pesition of being a suburb
of Sydney. That is one of the things
which the pw])le of Brizbane cspeciully ounghs
to consider iy i with unification.
The next is itself | aboul
1,002,000 ink . 10y are #hc most
selfish million ‘nhamux’ that pos¢ibly could
be gof together. T was at an hotel one day
and the ceaversation at dmnm turued upon
the o us;*i\)n of the M 1;‘ 1o Cluu in

One gontleman ﬁum, Y Don’t take

of 1 St iember of the

Club.” I said, " very glad fo e hlm.

I have often v
objects of the B

know what
s Club.”  He

ouly one and one plank,
WVe =0 o 0% ration
vent any piace in \“ i

) a1ty
harvboure, vailwny
would le
Sydney has g
bone w
it a sub
the reople
unification.
seoking the
Brishane
that, once =
bourne and
thc samc

far as

l’il}rl()\( B
or an V\t Aane

mako
y what

<
10xr DY

have hon.
8 of the ])"0[)&"‘ ¢
nut Quecnsland, and
> get under the
dney, we will
position as we are
Commonwealth mat

® go. Our
Tedeu{l members Utdchm lv canrnrt do any-
thing,

The TReaSURER: Oh,

ves; theéy can.
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Mr. BEBBINGTON: They are exactly in
the same position as we are to-day on this
stide—nothing counts but votes in the Com-
monwealth P'vlmmcm the same as in any
other—and when Svdnu < and Melbourne join
together they rule the Continent of Austra-
fia, and } kecp every other district under their
thumb, I opposed the (,umvnom"ealth
Powers Bill which the Labour party brought
in, because it would have re(‘uced Queens-
Jand practically to the level of a shire
council. I am opposing this Bill on the

same grounds—namely, that it is cne of the
fizst measures to dismember Queensland,
and to bring about unification. Hon. mem:-

bers opposite know that Queensland would
not have unification in one measure, so they
are taking one power and then anothcr
How is it that Northern members, instead
of going for a State of their own, are hand-
ing over more power to the Commonwealth
Government? 1 would advise them not to
vote for such a Bill as this. If they want
a new State in the North, et them keep all
the power they can in (wlhnsland, and they
will have less trouble. Another rcason why
I oppose the Bill is ‘that it interferes with
the first plank in the Country party's plat-
form-—co-operative manufacture. Hon. mem-
bers will recoliect o motion which I intro
duced in the Xouse, a portion of which
read as follows:—

“That, In the opinion of this House,
58 produstion in the secondary
of the Btate, by making the

into saleable articles, 1is

10 ‘rhe profitable employment

r)f t].o people and the creation of a
higher  standard of i generally

living
o

among the working

Every word of thet mohon ouf“ht to have

been burnt into the minds f hon. members
Opp(‘,sll’,(‘ The great cry of the workers
is to own their own industri We

to-dayv
ay that we are going to assist them to ewn
their own industries, ard we want to set up
a great bank in Queensland where we have
some control over the Government and the
fusds to be lent to the people here to help
them to huild ann‘ own factories. I know
that 14 uot the polivy of hon. members oppo-
site. I know their poliey 1s to take other
people’s factorie Honest workers do not
W NT m ’\lm} o"‘]m people’s industries, or
but they

mk out their own salva-
tance from a agreat banking

pe of a strong bank in
e handing over of the State
a blo»\ (Lt tnc first plank

party, which
e emhvm to own
them money
’hc wwln of their
at i3 the principal
oppose the transfer

‘1 m\ln
and enable them
labour by co-operatio
rogson way Lam gol
of the Bavings

The
o
inds and the (on

Mr. BEBBINGTON:
bullkk of that c¢ontrol 1=
hands of Quec nd. It
we have these funds; but behind the
n there will always be the hand of
of the Commonwealth Govern-

Twrrastred: That 1s nmf a reason ab
o't you wo* T pm cer the M(xte
mlvoah“ Funds now

We know that the
going out of the
is all very well to

]
it

What do you want?

Mr. Bebbington.)

The TREASURER:



I want home rule
uot to be under the
and Melbournn, I
ueensland to the Com-

v sell

k3

nun'mw\alt’n. So for s concerned,
Queensland 1s rot for . {Loud laughter.)
memibors opposite have made  two
pis to sell Q iland.  The first time

hand all the powers of
Queensland over to the Commonwealth; but
to-day, when they cannot sell Queensland
wholesale, they are bringing in one piece of
1001~1m(,n at a time. Through the war the
Commonwealth Bank has made such huge
profits that it is in a position to-day, not
only to mop up the Government Savmgs
Banks, but practically the whole of the
ba nl\um institutions of Australia. How do
you explain the position that the Common-
wca}rh Bank can to-day make advances at
5 per cent. interest? How is it that the
Commonwealth Government can advance
money to the Toowoomba City Council at
5 per cent., whereas hon. gentlemen opposite
cannot borrow money in Kngland at under
7 or 8 per cent.?

The Treastrer: I will tell you.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I know. I do not
want you to tell me. The Commonwealth
Bank 1s in this strong position because of
the floating of immense loans on behalf of
the Lommonwealth.

The TREASURER :
do with it.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Yes. The Common-
wealth Government has been holding immense

wanted  to

No; that has nothing to

sumns of money, free of interest, which the
people  of Oueensland have been paying
interert on, and which na< put them in the
streng position they arve in to-day. I am

not «on‘rldmmv of
in that position. po
would huave been. It
hund over these thing
but to bmld un a

hat Had it not been
ibly somec other bank
is our dutv not to
to the Commonwealth,
big, strong Queensland
bank wiich will be able to lend cur workers
money to start their own industrics. That
is the poliey of the Country party—to build
up a strong financial instifution in Quecens-
tand which will lend money for co-operative

objects, and hel p., not anly primary, but
secondar indust We are as much
intereited in the “011 ers owning their own

factories as we arve

: in the faxmnrx owning
their  own

industyies.  Now, the Labour
party come along and undermine
wr platform by taking away the
financial nieans  which  would
enable us to accomplish what we desire.
That is a very wrong position for the
Government to take up., It iz said that
Quc()\nahd will have contral of 75 per cent.
of r]m funds of the bank, bt T would point
out that br bind the Quesnsiand Gov e!nmont
vort will alwavs have the strong arm of the
Commonwenlth  Government. That must
influcnce_the conduct of the State Govern-
ment.  Pessibly it is necesasry that they
should have a sitrong arm behind them to
keep them sitrright. 1 do not say anything
about that matter. 1 am not one of those
who believe that the State is bankrupt.

[7.30 p.m.] ¢

The Pr '”"R and GOVERNMENT MEMBERS:

Hear, hea
r. BERBINGTON: I maintain that the
A s, for this reason—-

there 1s a l.abour

me: Jt in power.

[3r. Bebbington.
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3, BEBBINGTON: 1 -~ the State can-
not go bankrupt. If T borrow uoney frow
a beuk or anyone else, the banker or the
persou frow whom I borrow will want sonie-
one who will stand boMnd me and back my
bitls.  The banker will not trouble about
whether T have got any money or not as
Jong as the man who backs my bills has

t will leek to the man who backs

the bill. Who have backed the Government
The people. The Government itself
cmmot go bankrupt, but they may draw the
people 1o the verge of bankruptcy, because
the people ve buacked the bills for money
which the Government ha\'(* wasted.  The
people are already apploa(‘mng the verge of
bankruptey by reason of the extra taxation
imposed by the Government. What is the
finuncial position to-day? The financial
position is that the Government arve trying
to get rid of some of their assets.

The TREASURER:

Mr. BEBBINGTON : The Government are
in the position of a man who cannot meet
his Habilities and who is sacrificing some of
his assets in ovder to meet those liabilities,
and sacrificing them at a price at Wl"‘lch

No, no!

they ought not to be sacrificed. That is
another reason why I shall vote against this
Bill. While I say that the Government can-

not go burﬂ\\upt I maintain that the State
has very nearly reached the position where a
receiver will have to be put in and extra
taxation be tapeswesl In order to mest the
Habilities of the Government. No one can

ecainsay that fact. The eredit of the Govern-
mient has gowe, and if thes in office
much longer it will soon be a question as
to whether a recetver ought not to be put in
i to sre ihat the Govermment meet

Itle« The ressons I have men-

; some of the ressons why I shall
\r;ro agaipst the Bill now before the House.
If the Treasurer wants any more reasons 1L
can give them to him, but I think I have
givenn sufficient  yeasons to justify my
opposition to the Bill

Mr. TERRICKS (Sowrh Brishane): 1 know
it Is often s#id that it 1s the duty of the
(pposition to oppose measures ititroduced
by the Government., While T admit that it is
at all times the duty of the Opposition to
criticise anvthing which they can show is
bad, I also hold that it is their duty to sup-

nf the \mt' ve been made by

embers on t ion of the
lir,wo containin statements o the
efect thet the dll"l“"e]’l"(’nt entered info hy

the Treasurer with the Commonwealth Bank
is a bad b'naq n for the State, but not one
of those me moma has made any attempt fo
zhow wherein that bhargain or agwmn(\n‘r 15
detrimental  to  Quecnsland ad and
cencersl statements of that character may go
it to the country, and shile they are not
cony r to pe ,710 who have studied the
subject clowsly, they very often have a per-
nicious ¢fect on people who, perhaps, have
not the eppuortunity to go into matters suf-

ficientlv deeply. 1 believe that the amalga-
stion of the Commonwealth and State
vings is not only warrantsd, but
that it has keen too long delayed, and that

epposition  to the proposition cannot be
if it is considered on its merits. I
zorry that the Fishev proposal of 1912
not accepted by the Government of this
ate, but I believe that the agreement now

was
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made 1s a nvmh b t‘n}r agrecmont for O
land, and I lad that the presont
menf have it to clinch the 'nm_ain.
endeas 6 sho nowits

ider it good b i p\

. th ecnent
should en that it o had
bargain f thi *1 Tias not been

(iO‘J(‘ hy members of slrion who have
50 1(11 talken pavi in ot 1ot When we
for moment what the duplication

: offices Prroughout the Siate

in connection with the Savine: Bank,

s it conct J\( thut the pwople have

o that - nooso i The

of the Con Ith into the avena

singas bank 1 n Queensinnd was

not witlic i its effes i wr the time. I have a
vivid recoliection of what happened when I
sat in rhis ldllld'l;(‘ it previousiy, at a time
when the hon memb for Duiizsba was
Treasarer, nade 1 ated representaiions

to that hon, Teman and his Government

o the desi it\' of establishing a branch
Bank at a centre in North Qurens

known at erinda, T Stats Trea-
surer, and 1’130 ;1 ate Governy aent, absolutely
pofuand | ishoa b ch of the vings

Bauk at that plaﬂ, but when the Common-

wonith (w\'vlnm nt BDesnk cune into the
arcina the Trevsu i bu and
extabl a branch All\ at \T(‘Un(h

and otlier brench almost every
contra in the State. that time this
Iulmvar on of H en and offices,
and of the af  hanking
businessn, has gono Tand., That
cannot be said to liv itercst of the
State or ih the i of the Common-
weslib, we have heard

1(1L‘.if‘(“ We have

those benches
¢

it repeatedly

. Bere a member

{1 {louse who will

endeavour to jlutif_ this dual exponditure

in conuoction the SRavings Banlk nusv

e and then that they lave ecudeav-
sured to bring about cconomy?

M. G ]’ The whole ¢f the staff

being t
Ay, there will not
be two 5 or two separate offices doing
the business which one sta and ons office
might do. We have heard this. too, in con-
nection with duplication in other asenues.
Some hon. members oppesite have voiced the
sentiment that in this praposal—this Aus-
fralian propesal I cull Lu—tho tendeney in
these days iz an exfonsion of Australianism—
they profess to fear » danger of what theyv
call unification. Call it whatever vou like. I
am firmly eonvineed that before Jong ‘ublic
opinion throughout Aus 1 exercise
such pres thos ications of ser-
vices will be romoved, 2 the burden of
ta 'm*.n will foree ti al

but

:}.
dupl
vacans

remosal.  Whether
]
this Governinent or other Goveruzment
I ¢

be in po , it is prettv certain that in the
developient of this Stats thm‘o will be
& -there st be increased

as been fna (“(1)01101}\(‘ all

i when 1 hear hon. memn-
4 their Presy complaining
cation in quou:mr\d Tam

bers

about the total t

reminded of hal ords in the Finan-
cial Statement Jox\p% Cook, the
Federal Trensurer, a months ago, when

Groat Britain before

in

he pointed out that

the war the total taxation per head was £3
15z &d., and to-day, after the war, it has

EMBEL e, 3 279
on el 1 of the
p putatic
Jir. prarposcs,
RBICKNS: Net onls for v ]mr
u‘( for the development of civilise
has increased all over tue

the total toxation in Australia,
inciuding experditure for
purpo: is about £7 per head at the
1 nt iwement. Unguestionably. the burden
of rexation will fo puhlie opmmn in this
matter, and many of the people who are now
howlisg araiver the unifsing of these servic
will in a few  years advocating  their
consummation.

Wl

be

said ahout
2t being
at the |

Something has been
the Brate d'\puu nents
or ahout the officiak

GXparts In
cousulted,
ad of the State

Savings Bapnk not being o for their
opinions with regarl to thi- propoesal. I do
not kn whether that is 0 o1 not; I have
never tod the Premier anvthing in rthat
conneetiorn. Bm if he did ask those gentle-
ticu for thel (71)1;‘ su, he might expect what
any n woul(! & t from officers stmilarly
et I believe that is on influcnce that
has upcrntml against the amalgamation. not
only r,f the State and Federal 8 Banks,

“ur of the lund taxation, the i
snd rhe electoral systems of B

une taxation,
e and (om-

monweslth.,  The men at the head of these
various State institutions have gone with
previcus Premiers and Treazurers to con-
forences in Mellourne to ¢ the depart-

mental heads and Ministers of the other State
and Commonwealth Governments with a view
to discussing the advisability of bringing
abhout uniformity in the can\n.rr out of taxa-
tion, land =nd inceme, and of the ow“tmal
wusten 4 on every accasion objection has
on ratted by either the Federal or State
departinental hesds to any amalgamation.
it not plain that, if amal”fdnm*lon were
srought ahout, cne oy othey of these sots of
ficials would have to zo or be absorbed?
it not easr to realise that the u'mxtlo“ln
the head of the outf‘ Suvings Bank—T
{4! have to mention it lmuml I do not
want to make any pmbondl reference—w
i have to go or ‘w absorbed if amalga-
mation tukes placc The same with refer-
ence to the heads of the ‘end taxation, income

Fogn
(818

taxation, and clectoral dapartmcnh,
mMr. T. R. Roerris: \Vc had evidence of

that last week, when members on your side
were opposed to a reduction of the number
£ mombers of this House. They were afraid
they would lose thoir jobs.

My, FERRICKS: In oni3
are not mors membcre

than a in
ship of sove ntv two for th o good
1 vroper looking ﬂfur of this

The TREASURER @
Toowents supports a par
power for fourteen years
and rthev never bothelod about redu
number of member

Mr. FERRICKS:

convinces that two scts of officials

for East
in
sfter federation,

‘Member
v that was

The hon.

cing the

I am just as strongly
for taxa-

tion purposes—State and Federel—are not
nccossary, and fheir retention cannot be
5u=tiﬁm"v Neverthel the heads of those
departments are ainst amalgamation,
b 1se the State head, we will say, knows
that he have to go or he ahsorbed.
While he may be given an oqmﬂh hucrative

matter of prestige, which

Mr. Ferricks.]

appointient, in th
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the ““top-notchers” in the public service
, tain and do not like to sink,
» likely to suffer, with the result that
influence is used—and in my opinion
great deal of 1rn-»a0 ainst the amalga-
o Brate and Federal serviees. I
I ﬂld" view to the hon. gentiemen
I ask them if there is anv one of
them me‘wrrd to get up on the fioor of this
House and advocate the retention of two
gvsterns of land taxation, income taxation,
elocraral systems, or Savir Banks., T say
they cannot justifv their retenfion. Teast of
all. can they justify it on the oround of
ecenciny, of which we have heard so much.

RorerTs : We oppesc it in our

ERRICKS: I heard one hon. men-
; : ]\'mm © o State Bank, but hon.
opvosite, if they wonld not do it
- represent interests that. if such
< were established in Queensland by
Gaovernment, would nse overy means in
I power fo 'wlﬂce obstacles in ‘the way of
the succos f that ban They would even
go the lenoth of boyeotting the’ institution if
it wers etiablished in competxtlon with pri-

>

vate enterpri Hon. members opposite
know that they are rvepresenting interests
which ave diametrically opposed to a State
bank, and a Stats bank established under
sach circumstances could not possibly be a
sucs

Opposition to this proposal cannot be justi-

ﬁ‘(\d, and, if any hon. member on the other
side savs rhat he is going to vote against the
Bill. then in common fan\nns to the House

he should endeavour to give some reasons to
show that it is a bad bm"a‘n for the State
of Quecnsland.

T know that the {fommonwealth Bank has
pot arhieved all that we would like to see it
do; but it has achieved all that was expected
from it in the narrow confines of its estab-
lishment.  While it was sufficiently wide to
meet  the conditions that then existed,
develop:ments have since taken place Vvh]ch
show that the extension of the bank is an
absolute necessitv in the interests of Aus-
tralia.  We realise that the bank must be
extended in its operations to fulfil its true
destiny.  An hon. member on the other side
said this afternoon that he is afraid that
some day that kank mar be under the con-
trol of a Governor who may be unfriendly to
the State of Queensland.  That is a very
puerile” argument to be used by no less a
gentleman than the hon. member  for
Bulimba—the leader of a party in this House.
Vet he said that he could see a danger of a
gfﬂ»m nor of the Commoniwealth Bank having
a grudge against this State. To my view,
sach a suggestion s too idle for words. Is
it reasonable to assume that any man occupy-
ing responsibile and such a poverful
pesition  would ‘rdl such a view of an
mportant part of the Commonwealth? The
governor of the Commonwealth Bank is cer-
tain to v>o at least a sane, thinking person,
and a bmsiness man. and he would know that,
if he did anyvthing fo the detriment of this
arest and olorions State—in my opinion, and
said this elsewhere, the best State in
nonwealth—he wounld be doing some-
rimental to the whole of Australia.

hesv!)

irn 2

He "‘mzld 2lso be diseredited by Australi
Would he not be dises v‘(‘lrnm 1hr\ Common-
weelth Bauk, of which he was wted the

e

Ferricks
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head by Pa

Hament. Such a man would not
be entitled to be head of such an Institation,
and, as a matter of fact, such a ruan would
never be placed in such a responsible pasi-
tion. I am reminded by the hon. member
for Toowoomba that the Governor of the
Commonwealth Bank discriminate
between the States under the Constitution.
altngether out of the questien that such
m( would be done by anyonc. To my
thh smalgamation has been too lon'r
! : he mm(mlv can bhe extended in
ather directions. Tha tendency in Australia
to-dav is to avoid a duplication of the ser-
vices and to make the best use of our revenue.
We should make the best use of all the

CANNOL

moner we receive, and not have two separate
staffs doing the same work which can be

. The point has been raised
that Queensland is wding to the Common-
wealth the revenue from the Btate Savings
Bark. In myr opinion, Queensland is giving
the ¢ ::])()ﬂslnllﬁ to the (ommﬂn\\ea;th
while the State will retain t]m benefit from
amalgamation. The Treasurer of
Innd will still control 70 per cent.
ieposits of the combined banks, and
that is much more than he gets at the present
time. In addition to that, we have the
statement from the Premier that there is
an understanding between the governor of
the bank and hmlse]f that the remaining 30
per cent. of the combined new business Twill
he loaned out to the local authorities with
the sanction of the State Treasury in the
State from which those deposits originated.

. Frerceer: That has nothing to do
with the Bill. We have no assurance of that
in the Bill,

Mr, FERRICKS: We have an assurance of
70 per cent. of the combined deposits, at
any rate, and we do not make that much
out of ocur own deposits. While we will
have the benefit from the amalgamation, the
Commonwealth will take over the total
responsibility. I consider that that is an
excellent bargain for the State. I hope that
this Government while continuing in office
will endeavour to facilitate the bringing
about of further amalgamations in the State
and Federal services. (Hear, hear!)

Mr. VOWLES: I desire to make a few
brief remarks on this question. Ii appeavs
to me that the Government have entered into
an agrecment, and that the agreement is
practically in effect at the present time, and
all we are asked to do is to come here and
ratify it. I don’t think that we should be
placed in that position at all. We have only
got to comc here and formally consent to
comethine that has been done by the Govern-
ment.  Parlisment has always stood for
something higher than that. We should
have Lecen given this agreement beforehand,
s0 that we could consider it, and we should
not be asked to come here and rvatify it
after it has been signed. The hon. gentleman
who has just resumed his seat started off by
saving that it was not fair for members of
the Opposition to criticise the agreement
unless they ecould show that it was unwork-
able,

Mr. Frpricks:

done by oue sta

did not say * criticize.”

I said < oppose.”
VOWLES: That is right, the hon.
eman said that we should not oppose

the agreement without attempting to show
that it had no merits. The hon. gentleman
sot out to show the merits of the propnsal,
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but he could nct do so, except
it was a necessary measure for the sake of
economy, as it would brin ng about & duplica-
tion of ‘the two services in uu eensland. That
is a thing that I have alwe advoeated
myself., I havc adveeated it more than
and I have pointed cut here

to say that

body, very
hoquemls that this Government could save
thousands of pounds in the Electoral Depa
ment by combining with the Federal authori-
ties and having the one electorul voll. I also

agree that we should have one dm\'utmult

dialing with land raxation, and onc depart-
nment “ealmg with income taxaticn, both
State and Fod(,nl I think we should

further and heve one department to deal
with the succession duties for both the State
and Federal LfOV”I‘I‘]‘?L"Jta In my 1
I have a good deal {0 do with the succe
duties departments, and I have o
duplicates of returns every time. It talkes
a whole staff of Federal officers to do that
work, when we could get the work done here
by oue staff. (Hear, hear!) We have to look
on these things from two points of view—as
Commonwealth citizens and citizens of the
State of Queensland. As citizens of the
Commonwealth, we consider that the Com-
raonweslth duties should be run on the
]mes possible, and we have also
‘ lise that as State citizens we have
got certain rights which require to be pro-
tected. In that case, I consider we should
have one financial institution for the purpose
of carrying out our lending powers for Quch

concerns  as  the Agricultural Bank and
workers’ dwellings.
Mr. Br X : Won’t vou have mcre monesy

under this propozal?

Mr. VOWLIS:

The question arises whether
o
this arrangement

is going to be beneficiai
to Is 1t mov boneﬁcial than the former
arrangement was? e should consider, what
are we gaining and W hm are we losing? We
are told that the Commonwealth Government
are taking over all the business. What
business are we taking over, and what profits
are for us? What are we ﬂcttmg out of it?
The Commonwealth are taking over the staff
and the State Savings Bank, and for the
future we will only have to pay the salarics
of a p'oporrlon of the staff at present
engaged in the Savings Bank. I consider
that 75 per cent. of that staff will de retained
in connection with the advauces to settlers.
Only 25 per cent. of the staff will go over
to the Commonwealth, What arc we getting
in return? We are to get only one-hualf of
the profits.

Mr. GLEDSON:
profits.

Mr. VOWLES . Are we not geiting bigger
profits than the Commenwealth?

One-half of the combined

Kr. GrepsonN: No.

Mr. VOWLES: We are going to get the use
of 70 per cont. of the future cxeess deposits
for public purposes. We do not know Low that
will pan out. Only the future can tell that.

We expect Queensland to oxpand so far as
population is econcerned. It will ggow iIn

¥ dl;ecdon and, naturally, the Savings
will dev elop in plopmt'oa Although
dings Bank will develop, we must
iise thut we would have the ecompetition
Commonwealth, The Bill proposes to
H IQ\l\r
'\"11('

sely

ol the
dr) awav with the present {

put in his place the Tren
a corperation,

surer,
We have ads
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the Commissioner, not
missioner himself,
that no member of ‘rvc public
be put on a pedestal like he was,

put boyond pm‘]imnemury criticism,

that

Flr. BrExw¥an: You don’t always argue

3Ir. VOWLES: I have always done that,
not sce why Mr. Fowles should not be
s to criticlem just the same as the

20y ofhor dnp'urnvnt \\ho,n the
cours before this House. At any
proposed to retain two of tL sub-

1l

The Agricultural Bank is to be
the Department of Agri-
and Steck. It was formerly run by
Lands Do*)mu,lom, and that was found
sdlure, aud yet, as far as I can see

te b
we are going to perpetuate that trouble and

o §s

run it by ancther department which will
require a good «deal more staff than it has
got at the present time. Then, again, we
have the workers’ dwellings seetion.” That is
to be put under the Works Department. My
reat objection to this proposal is that it
vours too much of putting our departments
under political control, and allowing that
interfercence which the hon. member f01 Oxley
referred to. When I first saw the agreement,
and, iudO‘ing more particularly from some
remarks thet dropped from the Minister when
T mtloduvel the Bill, 1 thought that the

{'ommonwe going to take over some
of our securities. I know some of the securi-
ties which the bank has got, and they have

advance d money on 1)101)(‘11:1(‘3
h;. those securities.  In those cases where
the 1 )wwnwnts have bheen abandoned,
and where the prickly-pear has got charge,
I venture to say that thois securities cannos
t:o worth Bs. in the £1. I really thought thas
the Goverament ha:d macde a pretty shrewd
move and palmed those things off on the
Commonwealth. Not at all. We retain these
securitics, whether they are good or bad,
aud all the plums that are to be got are being
got by the Commonwealth. I can only
trust that it will turn out for good. To my
mind it has got to this \tage-—that we can
only oppos: it on principle, the main objec-
tion being that we have not been requested to
consider thp terms of the agreement before
they were signed.

represented

The TREASURER: It
Mr. VOWLES: I know it is not, but we

are aware that theve is a majority on the
Government side of the House, and that this
is going to be carried. We know that the
schedule comprising the agreement will not
be altered so far as the dotting of an “1” is
concerned, and it is only a GuE:UOﬂ of the
Commonwealth Government’s agreeing to it
in their turn, and I should thmk they would
be protty well satisfied.

The TREASURER : Their Parliament nezd not
ratify it. And let me ask you this: What
otlicr way have we of con=ulting the Opposi-
tion and Government members except to
bring it before the House in the shape of a
Bl

My, VOWLES: It is brought before

ment when 1t is completed.

is not binding yet.

Parlia-

The TREASTRER : It is not binding.

Mr, VOWLES: Simply because it has not
been registered in this Chamber, but this
will be done in the course of the week. We

merely have the courtesy extended to us of

Mr. Vowles.]
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d to corsent to it after it has all

The

e QOIS

I what other way could

We muid be cosulted in
in the fivst place, on the poml
her we considered it desipable to anai-

Th. '}fxr ST : Would the same thing not
hpoen?
Alr ‘JO".‘{I ub \\ ¢ could discuss it in
iy We th d ecide
ﬂ« rood, quite 9y

E’\rso‘\xhy I am opposed 1o

it, mu muJ like o start in the divection
{ ation. 1 live in the ¢ by oand I
knowe the idships that are inflicted on

e In respect to the public departmenss
n of Queensland, from the fact that thoy
live 150 yuiles away from Brisbane., If our
departments are to drift away to Melbcurne
and the head office is to be there, those hard-
ships will be all th" greater. 1 know that
there are hon. members on that side of the

Hm ;o who were eonstantly urging that there
should be dJecentralisation even in Queens-
Lmd, and that this State should be cut up

into three sections, because they were so far
away from the seat of Gov ernnient that they
could not get sati-faction and justice. Now,
we are starting on the tract of sending things
down to Melbourne.

Mr. Ferricks: Do you not know that the
fHice of the Commonwealth Bank 1s in

VOWLES: It far cnough away.
u\ want to enrer nwy protest that 1il
matters we ~hould have the opportunity
ng the priuciple involved, and then,
ve agree that it is desirable to do this
of \‘Ilg—"\Lll if the discussion is infor-

lmJ rm» 15 one of the things that we could
<o ou '1 hursday afterncens—then we can deal
with the details of the Bill as we are doing
10

Mr. KERR (Lneggera): 1 would like to
eradicate some of the foreign elements to

which the hon. member for
referredd in logmd to the
are here to give our o
that of the caucus. Personally I am going
to vote for this Bill. (Government laughter.)
T must do so owing to the fact that I declared
that the electoral rolls should not be dupli-
cated—that one set should do for both States
and Commonwealth. The same principle
slies to the Savings Banks. What I object
> i3 the doubtful hOan'y of purpose of the
Lro‘ ernment in comlns_, here and camouflaging
heir ideas in the belief that we will support
emy in all good faith. I am going to tell
that thore is something underneath the
Io thing. I want to expldln that the
in thing hm Government wish to do is to
; hands on more money. In 1913 the
> of Queensiand depositors in the Com-
Savings Bank was 13,481, who
£455,167. In  March, 1920, the
loy ors numbered 86,893, and the amount
£2.967,110. Ov in other words, whereas 2.02
cent. of the population in 1913 banked
ir in the Commonweaith Bank
por ant, of the population lodge theirs
Those figures alone at onca
the nnplr sion that the customers of the
are x«)}ne:onmrues of the people of
enstand.  The p ensland do
net beliove in the of the Savings

[Mr.

Bouth Brisbane
Opposition. = We
n opinions and not

Qi

Vowles.
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Bark
Guvern
The TRIASURER :
Mr. KERR: I hope the Treasurer will
fstew 1o me vhen I osay that it was m.)\w.‘d
Hmmw of votes polled against them
sit election

THEASL‘RER: Why <o so ma

under the jurisdiction
[EREARSE

of the present

Nonwense !

bank

Mrp, WERR: T know
up; but the hon.
fipwres T have

thai ther Lave gone
member cannot refute the

The  Presioree: The  proportion  has
inereaced heve more thau in Victoria.

tR: I am quoting Quect
Now, 1 want to refer to w
the excellent business of transfer:

the State Bavings: Pank to the ommon-
wealth, We find that the business on one
side amonnts to  £15,175.759, and on. the
other, in Queensland, side to £3.058,434.
In an ordin y bugine~s transartion the
cosdwill of a business i3 taken into con-
sideration.  Here we have a business that
Was been built up and bnilt up. We have
an independent  Commissioner.  who  has
nuyerd sines the Ist January, 1917, and
built it up into » stable business. It 1s an
excellent undertaking showing @ profit; but,
strange to say, it 1s b\g(m\o it is apart from
l;hf\ Govermnont's jurisdiction that it is
showing a profit.  (Government laughter.)
re find that in an ovdinary b
0 is taken into cor
there is no prospect of any payment being

rade by the Cc conwesith to this State
for goodwill— lutely none.  We get on

bit further. and what do we ﬁnd. We
ind that there iz an undertaking given In

futare loans of Quetnsland in
with intercst and the reparment
of prinet ipal. 1 one mizhty wwoop—(laugh-
torj—the pro-ent Government get rid of the
loans teamporarily for whieh otherwise pre-
parations for remews! would have to be muade.
1 rake that as a hint that an election which
vightiy shouid [-mnc on next . perhaps,
will eventuate, avd then they will not be
in the happy position of stating how much
provision they have not made for a Sinking
Fund and the repayment of interest.
referred to this business being mothered or
built up with a great deal of thought by
an independent man who deals \\lth his
customers independent of Parliament. We
find that his report vibrates with optimism ;
but there is one point that fails in that
respect. The report sa;
“I have recently received an intima-
tien that an agreement has been entered

Jto

{
i
¢

a

into brt\\ofn the Government of this
State and the Coverner of the Common-
s ¢ulth Bauk, with the consent of the

¥oderal Treasuver, for the amalzama-
tion of the Emmgb Pank portion of the

iastitution with the Commonwealth Bank
by transferving to that bank, under cer-
i tions, the relative liabilities

and portion of the staff.”

The people’s representative: have not been
conmltod. 7I.at h qu apparent from the
vords ““intimation’ contained in the report.

The point that makes me voto for this Bill
is that the uplkes °p of one Government Depmt-
ment will be less. This is the fis step
tovards ecomomy which I ad\oubc«] dur-
ine the clections. CGoing a little bit further,
T find that the vights of mnplm‘(r\ are pre-
seived. The Bill provides for that: but I
would point out that there ave three or
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four clerks emploved in the Savings Bank

to-day who, threc or four years ago, went
to the war, and during fhe time they were

«f the front certain other clerks who did not
5 to the war gained cfficiency, and to-day
nior in the service and receive a higher
than the men who went to the {front,
thstanding the former were senlor in
ice and salary prior to enlistment. In
w=ness I owould ask the Treasurer
s snatter into consideration.

You said the Commis-

UL

A, KERR: Quite so.

The srRreR: Why not see him?

Me, KERR: Under the Bili the rights of
the empleyees are prosevved, and I would
point out that whea these men ave trans-
feered they will have no clahm on the Com-
moenwealth Bark, and now is ihe time to
get them put absolutely in  their right
positions.

Ale. BRENNAN: The hon. member who
has just sat down veccitly announced to the
Flouse that he had a simpie mind. and he
has just given another instaunce of his simple-
nees of mind in the figures he quoted regard-
ing the wmerense in the deposits in Queensland
in the ¥Foderal Savings Bank, I will
quote now from Knibbs's statistics, 1 to 19:
Jucensland, number i 81,522

unt  deposited, Now take
ctoria: Number of depositors, 104,089—

Mr. Kerr: Are you sayving that I made
a misstatement?

The TREISURER:
Wrong.

Lir. Ry (to My, Brennand:
wou! (Laughter.)

off vour

Your deductions are

I have got
You could not have done
own bat if the Treasurer, who
the brains of the party over there, did
come and put the figur into your
(Renewed laughter.)

M. BRIENNAN: We quite understand
that the Wreasurer has guite sufficient to do
to reply to the important remarks of hon.
membsrs opposite, and it is the duty of the
Treasurer to hand particulars to private
members to reply to gentlemen with a simple
mind. The inference made by the hon, mem-
ber for Enoggera was that the people had
no trust in the Savings Bank in Queensland,
and were transferring their deposits to the

‘'ommonwealth Bank.

My, Kerr: I did not say that.

Mr. BRENNAN : That was the inference.

Mr. Kerr: Mr. Chaiiman, the hon, mem-
ber has no right to infer that
AMr. BREXNNAN: According to these
gures, in every State in the Commonsvealth
n incrcase has besn noted, and therefore
i inference of the

i
Hi
there iz nothing in the
hon, member.  ¥urthermore, the hon. mem-
ber stated that we were making a prefit out
of the Savings Bank business. Of course,
know very well that the profits of the
Savings Bank belong to the people. I am
very pleased to have the opportunity of
again illustrating the simple-mindedness of
our friend the hon. member for Enoggera.

My, TAVLOR (Windsor): T am sure we
all listened with considerable interest to the
remarks of the Treasurer on this Bill; but
to a very great extent his arguments were
not nearly as convincing as we might reason-
ably have expected them to be. Personally,
1 think he should have given us more statis-
#ics than he did with regard to the number

[24 NOVEMBER.]

(8]
oY
G2

Agreement, Eie., B

of branches operating for Commonwealth

purposes and 1n conmection with our own
State Savings Bank at the present time,

beesuse that has been one of the principal
wments as to why we should accept this

provosed amalgamation scheme.

The TressuRER: The day bhefore yesterday

isid en the table of the House a table
those particulars, and we know that

sherover there is a post office there is a

Commenwenlih Bank.

Mr. TAVLOR: I know that, but; at the
cime time, we should have been supplied
with figures showing the cost of management.

The TREASTRER: Yes, but your colleagues
would not have been able to understand them.
(Laughter.) .

Ar. TAVLOR: Perhaps the hon. gentle-
man's colleagues would not nnderstand them
cither. The question of duplication has been
one of the main arguments brought forward
as to why we should go in for.thls amal-
gamation, and we have had po information
as to what the costs were, so that we might

have been able to make comparisons and
ascortain what the saving might be. Whab
was the position with regard to the State

Lavings Bank prior to this_agreement being
entered into on the 30th June or 1§t July
tact? We have been told that the Govern-
ment ara going to have a share of the profits,
ard we sre going to have T0 per cent. of
the extra business, and t‘nﬂ'other 30 per
cent. is going to be invested in local autho-
in the localities where the money

3= ralzed, .
The Treisvrir: That is being co:}swlered
ue the Clovernor of the Commonwealth Bank.
Iy, TAVLOR: When we had a State
Gavings Bank of our own we did no§ gﬁat
70 pev cent. or 30 per cent.; we had the
fuil 100 per cent.
Trrescrer: That is where yozu are
quite wreng. We had to ‘»{fnep h{ 30 p\er
cout. in Tescrve on account of current account.
ATy, TAVLOR: I fake it that reserve 13
Leing utilized.
The TresstRER: There is no need to keep
it now. ‘
3. TAVLOR: Without asking questions
of anv individual, or the governor of any
partic-iﬂ'w bank, the whole of the money (}f
the State Savings Bank was under the con-
trol of whatever Gove}‘nmenhhappened to be
in power ot that particular time.
%y, Brixxax: Not the Federal
Bavk. .
Afy, TAVLOR: No: that is the poing I
want fto malke. The only gain t‘hqt is_going
to occur ix a share of the profits in ﬂ]le
civines of the Commonwealth Savings Dans,
and T think any gain the State 1 likely to
ger from that particelar seurce will 1,:53 moxe
than counterbalanced by the faot that we
chall not have the same unfe‘ﬁ‘mw:‘.
with vewavd to the State Savings 3a
money in the fufore that we have had In the
: wember for Sonth Brisbane

The

Savings

; The hon
‘m\t, e non, : . xr
veferred to the amomnt of duplication. Who

: . i Gt
iz responsible for that? It is not tne State
of Queensland.  They were 1n Dossession ‘of
ihe field.  They were responsible for the
whole of *he activities so far as the savings
of the people of Queensland are concerne 1
Along came the Commonweals
. FERRICE Guite rightly,
cninien.

- Mr. Taylor.]

tno, in my
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Mr. TAYLOR: The hon. member may Mr, T T am still unconvinced
thirk so. T think they were quite wrong to o+ to where the great economies are going

come in in the way they did and interfere
with the State Savings Bank. They had any
number of other activities to engage in in
connection with the Commonwealth Bank
quite apart from interfering with the State
Savirgs Bank., 1 contend that the savings
of the people of any State should be at the
disposal of the Government of that State
to carry on the activities and developmental
work associated with the State. 17 am as
much an ASustralian as any man in  this
Chamber, and I claim to take as broad a
view of the affairs of Avstralia as any man.
We hear a good deal to-day about what is
called centralisation and decentralisation. Is
there in this Chamber to-night any man who
feels 'satisfied that if there had been decen-
tralisation, and Queensland had been divided
into two or three States instead of one, North

Queensland  would not have been im an
infinitaly  better position than it occupies
to-day ? (Hear, hear!) {Contralisation

strangled and kept North Queensland from
developing 1n the way it should and would
have done. Quite a number of these matters,
from a theoretical point of view, are prob-
ably all right, but when you come to work
them out in practice you find that the
economies you expected to get by centralisa-
tion do not materialise. With regard to
taking over these particular banks, our
employees are provided for in the Bill, but
what 1s going to happen to all the employees
in the Commonwealth division? Where iz
the saving going to come about if the same
number of employees are going to be retained
in the two services as 1s the case to-day?
if it means sacking some of those men, is the
hon. member in favour of that, and does he
wish to see it? As a matter of fact, it will
not happen, because it will be found that
immediately the amalgamation takes place
the men at present ongaged in those two
Savings Banks will still be required to carry
on their activities. )

Mr. Frrricks: They can be put on to do
other work.

Mr. TAYLOR : They are doing a certain
class of work at the present time, and I do
not know what other work the horn. member
refors to.

The TreasURER: If we accepted
dictum, we would never ¢conomise or never
do without people. On the other hand, a
big institution like the Commonwealth Bank,
expanding all the time, absorbs a large
numbker of new employees each year.
Obvicusly the amalgamation will not be
settled for a vear or two vears, and those
employees will be gradually absorbed.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. TAVLOR: Fxactly. That is what
I eay. Where are your economies coming
in that veu have been telling us we are going
to zain?  We have been told that by this
amalgamation we are geing to save money,
aud yet we are not going to discharge men.

your

The TreEaAsUrReR: Cannct yvou seo thore is
something  more  than mave
econom= ?

Ine wil

jabour in

; not run the two in
vear in and year out.

The SPEAKER: Ordor!
[37r. Taylor.

QOrder !

to be effected, and T have failed ro gain the
information I should like to have received
as to the great gain that is going to come
to the State by this Bill.

Mr. FrrrICKS : Many officers in post offices
are doing Savings Bank work. It one staff
is employad those men will be put on to do
post office work.
Mr, TAYLOR:
duplicete yuen.

Mr.

Yeu are simply going to
Brryvvax: Your argument is stagua-

tion., They are moving.

Ar, TAVLOR: No, it is not siagnation.
There is one thing I was pleased to hear
from the Treasurer this afternoorn, and ihat
is that before this agreement was cntered
into cxperts were consulted. That is a per-
foctly right thing to do. Personally T should
like to know who the experts were. I take
it the Government consulted experts in whom
they had every confidence and they are acting
on the testimony of those experts. ‘While
there mav be something in what the hon.
member for South Brisbane said—that the
testirnony one would be likely to get would
probably not be in favour of the proposed
transfer 11, even supposing their testimony
was opposed lo the transfer, it would be
valuable ecvidence to guide the Government
to a decision.

The . TREASURER: We
opinloin.

Mr. TAYLGR : While I believe in advanc-
ing the interests of Queensland, I have not
learned that that is going to be ﬁone by
this proposed amalgamation. The 1reasur?r
tells us that he, as Lreasurer, and the people
of Queensland are going to make certain
gains. Surely when the Governor of the
Commonweslth Bank made this agreement
he was out to make certain gains. From
whom was he going to make them?

The TressGRER: To whom does this profis
go? To the people.

Mr. TAYVLOR: Exactly, to the people.
The unfortunate position we are in is that
the losses, too, of this Government are gomg
to the people. However, as far as I can
see it is not a good bargain for Queensland.
We are putting in £I14,000,000; they are
putting in £3,000,000.

The TREASCRER: We have expended the
£14,000,000.

Mr. TAYLOR: We have assets for thab
£14,000.000. If those assets were \'»'Ol‘t‘h
£14.000.000 at the particular time those book
values were taken—probably a few years ago
—they are worth perhaps £20,000,000 to-day.

The TRPASURER:
SQome of the dehontures he has t
hock value of £27 are worth on

had fuil expers

I will give von an idea.
¢n at our
the market

only £53.
Mr. TAVLOR: That may be so.
The cowER: Our 3 per cent. deben-

tures, due in 1950

Me, TAVLOR: I do not think he is going
5 take debentures worth £53 as part of
he seearity in econnsction with thiz matter.

pre cell that those debentures

h their faece velue or he would not
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Mr. TAYLOR: At al events, we have
handed  over ts  worth more than
£14. Lf‘(‘ 0P0—that is the point T wish to make

ommcctm with these workers’
and a numn of the other assets
‘s propmﬂa e} h and over I take it,
on ccevunt of 11'Yh costs  which have
come aleng during the last few years, those
asact: have considerably appreciated in value.

the

The Trrastr On that pmn* wo o are
hoo{mf* all these ‘mken’ dywel secnri-
ties, and giving him debentures at 4 per
com. on rhe oviginal cost prieo,

Mr. TAYLOR: 1 Am quite satisfied if yvou
are kesping them. I hope vou will, 1 have
nothing more to say in connection with this
pavticalar iatter. I think it is o Bill thag
should have the thoughtinl e(msi(' ration of

mber in *h Chamber. 1 “ould not

0 think the Treasurer, or the Govern-
would willingly euter into a bargain
1ich ‘nnd ha to the dotriment of this
State. While T am wiliing to concede that,
it is g nfe possible that an error of ]xldq-
ment or a9 ake might ke made; and in
entering into an agreement of such magni-
tude, extending as it docs over a long period
of time, a ‘ot of consideration should he
given to it before it 1s actually completed.

mont,

8.0 p.m.]

P. BARNES:
in ths romar

I was very much
5 made bv the
Treasurer this afternoon. 1 was rather sorry
that he did not evtend his arguments in
regard to the good work the bank has done
and the fine position it is in.

Terbe
1LTCY

The Tressvrer: I think that is apparent.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Tt was interesting to
note that one in three of the population——

The Tre.sTRER: One in 2.6.

Mr. G. BARNES: That is pretty near
one in three—have an account with the
Government Savings Bank of Queensland. I
wos also glad to hear—what we already
know—that wery fine work has been done
by the bank in connection with workers’
dwellings, and also with regard to adv ances
made to settlers. What 1 W‘mt to know is,
whether the depositors, who number soma
persons, have been consulted about
exs,  Are they being sold, body and
soul, without the slightest reference? Are
being bartered away on account of some
spasms that may have seized the Government
of the day? Is their birthright being sold?
It looks to me as if it were. The whole
thing has come so suddenly upon the people
that they have had no time to fully consider
as 2 wisdom or otherwise of accepting
the proposals of the Government,

275,426

The Tan

: surFR: It was announced before
the Prowmier went to England.

. G. P. BARNES: The Treasurer has
iv failed to g ny convineing argu-
as to the om  attaching to the
of thiz frr\z: incss of the Govern-

Bay

frequently hear of
y a\\'aHO“lﬂf’" the lesser, but it is
mlman when you find the mtle thing
¢ up Hm bigger one, as 1t is in this
is e 3 ﬂ’*fé’l"h‘ to ‘hﬂ F’lte

tl)r‘

1ts I‘lls'nf\HS as d\ﬂ nst
ed by Common-
surer moment

rever 0 18 4 Post

t NovE>B
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¢ffice in Queensland t'\me is a Common-
“Vm‘«'l‘ favings Bank, add vet. with all those
cniences for the people to deposit money,
- torsl deposits of the Commenwealth Bank
naland amount to £3,000,000.

merel

E4sTEER: Don't you know that the
calt h oniy give o per ¢ount. interest
we give &5 per cent. interest

F3: In our 1
n to dute total £15,00 "(‘

1 Vo are O\)ulr’" \\) coNe O'L
in tbe matter of interest.

(“}l

ITow is that?
RNES: Does the agreciaent
at b and byve, when you pro-
money, so fo spea
1 1 per cent. ever and above?

The PREMIER
That fair.

Mr. GO P

you are pﬂ

Noi miore than 1 per cent.

DARNES: It may be fair, but
it shows thac ¥ou are noh ﬁoing to be on =s
od a footing =z you been, On»
member on this side referred to the way the
v is being used, and the Treasurer said
¢ ars using this £14,000, 000. It is
auite true the Government are using it, and
the wortinent thing about this business nay
o . having used the money as they H ve
T ‘11\'11 appropriated it ln their bahmes
! Hmv have not entirely used it—the Trva-
surer did his own side an injustice when he
old them he had really used the money;
but, having appropriated it, it may bc the
best business to make ar ~angnn‘ents with the
Clommonwealth Bank, in order that it may
h“ mado a permanent deposit, or a deiosit

¢

The T%EASI rFR: The £14,050,000, or what-
cver gmount it is, 13 inve sted in the Agricul-
tural Bank and in workers’ dwellings, which
brings back the interest to the depositors.

Mr. ¢ P. BARNES: What is the use of
the Treasurer saying that that amount of
£14.000,000 is invesied in that way? It.
would be a good thing for Queensland if it
were so invested, but only a mere moiety
of it is so invested. I notice in connection
with the public balances at 30th September,

1920. that the whole of the Government
Savings Bank money 1= included in the
Qr‘\ ernment balances. I have two sums

hefore me mentioned as £2,325,000 odd, and
(vo\ernment Savings Bank Inscribed stock
£208.065 4s. 6d. What I want to know is
\\‘hether woe o are pann;r interest on hese
amounts? Are we getting that for ¢ nix,’
8 it were, OF are we paving so much interest
for it7 It seems to me—and 1 hope the
Treasurer will contradict me if I am wrong
—that \xo pay no interest for that amount.
I would ask the Treasurer if that amount is
ring interest.
The TREASURER: IN0.

. P. BARNES: The work done in
yeetion with advances to settlers and the
Corkers Dwellines Act 1 heen splendid.
{Ih ar, hear!) The Commissioner, on pages
3; and 10 of his report. makes reference to

heen dowe in that connection. It

whet ha
will be 1efnnmbe*ed that a very large sum of

mency going out in this due\otxon every
veur,  There something like £478. 167
advanced to s in 1920. ead ;BZQS 870 for

Yt ~Vﬁ’1)d be intere
from f Treasurer whethe:
that he will he able to repeat

Mr. 3. Barnes.]

< :
workes s awelling
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that kind of advance in the interests of the
country by and by. [ understood tne Trea-

surcr, when mal cing hi *w(\(ﬂh.
an amount would be eerved for

in tiat COn‘l(,(,th)l Cvery yoar,

fo say that
expenditure
and that when

the vear opened there would Le an indicating
as to what the amount would be. I want
hon. members o uunderstand  that we ave

going to be faced with greater limitations
1 this direction than we have ever been
faced with previcusly.

The TREASURER:

Mree G T It is qnd if under
tha plopond transfer there aro to he gre: ey
limitations imposed upon the Government in
tnat direction, I do not think the trans fer
will be in the interest of the State. We are
turnizg down far teo many pcool\ who sre
applying for advances, The € loner
reports that—

It is very possible.

DARNES

“The number of appli(' ations for
advances received during the year was
1914; to these must be added 145 appli-

cations brought forward from the pre-
vious yvear: shich makes a total of 2,058
pplications dealt with during 1519- 20.
“Tho total amount applied for was
£3833.,527, including £78,037 in respect of
applications in abey;mce at 50th June,
1919, of which loans for

£478,167 were
aranted to 1,502 applicants; 394 applica-
tions were declined or withdrawn; and
163, represonting an amount of £79,274,
remained in abeyance at the close of rhe
vear awaiting receipt  of  Inspectors
reports, ete.”’

I am anxious to kanow something about those
applications which remained in abeyance.

Tverv man who las busine-s to do with the
bark ix aware that he has to prod along
officials in ordor to hurry on decisions w 1‘}‘
regard to Savings Bank advance. Here the
COIHH]IQ%IOTI(‘I fells us that 163 ﬂ)p]lc(monb
remained in abevance or were carried for-
ward. The Treasurer admitted a moment or
two ago that we may anticipate that there
will be @ morc limited supply of money in
the future *han we have had in the past, and
I want to know if members on this side of
the House, or rzembers on the other side of
the House, sre going to look favourably on a
prospect of that kind? We know that we
cannot get all we want in a growing State,
but if we are going to find that devdo‘vwent
is to be retarded simply because advances
cannct be secured, it seems to me that this
Bill is not in the interest of the people.

The TressvrzR: We will do much better
under this arrangement with regard to the
Agricultural Bank and workers’ dwellings if
the banks ave combined than we could do
with the banks opsrating scparvately.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I do not know that
you will. ¥ supposing that the amount
which will be a\a,]abh in the future will be
in proportion to what is already available
now when the two banks are in exis ’tencemom‘
own bhank nas £15.000.000, and the \Jo’nmon-
wealth Bank £3,000,000 of money—supposing
we + il receive our proportion of the amount,
what will be_the result A moment ago the
Tromm(‘r said he was utilising the whole of
the State Savings Bank monf‘y The whole
amounts to ;815,000,000 and if we get only
70 per cent. of that, the mnount “will be
£12.600.000. I do not zay that those figures
are accurate, but thev represent a rough
estimato of the pesition.

[3r. G. P. Barnes.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Agrecment, Itc., Bill

"Che Turastepr: Remember, our Savings
ank was founded in 1860, and betwern 1860
and this vear is sixty years. The Common-

3

alih Bank has been in operation only
coven vears,  How, then, can you compare

the balunces of the two banks?

Mr. G b BARNES: T am comparing the
propovtions, and I say that if ths Government
hold on to their proportion under the

; em, that will be greater than the
vill gof as thelr proportion after
on xx'hl the L(,nwlon\\uﬂtl The
evernment Savings
: ”‘ 6 was £6,893.579. By 1818
3 Jl!“‘l])t had incyeased to £17,241,007

incresse of £6,247.118.  The whole of
the business with the Commonwealth Bank
up to the present time amounts only to
£3.000,000.  However, I am not going to

Aclay the ﬂou-e too long in discussing this
1 to th s the particular point I

Thc TREASURER :

Mr., G. P. BARNES: In going round the
country aullng tnc elections I stated that if
returnad I would adveecate with all my might
that a moliety of the T"UOslt; going into any
one bank thould be devoted to local develop-
mental work.

good point, too.

The A very good idea, but if
is not

Mr. G P. BARNES: I do not remember
from whom I got the idea, but I advocated
that a wmolety of the amount deposited in a
particalar bank should be devoted to the
developmoent of the district from which those

a

derosits come.  FThe Trezsuver was good
igh to come over and tell me that Bir
Mille ‘mpathies werc In that

Some members on the other side
ve stated that 20 per cent. of such d\’*")(p‘ts
is to be d V'fcd i Jocal purposes, I only

will be available for
n looking over the
with the central

hoise that 30 per cent.
that puwrpose. I have b
doeposits wade in conne
office and the branch agencics. and in the
00111111i=s'>r s report 1 find sorie informa-
tion on that point which should be of interest
to the House. The deposits at central offices
amounted in 1919-1920 to £9,257.222: the
withdrawals from central offic totdﬂed in
the same period £10,830,200. so that, so far
as central offices were concerned, we went
(L,ncu\“xmvlv to the bad. In connection “ith
agencio, the deposits for the same period
were fo,WB 785, and the withdrawals only
;82 258,940, theron' Sh()V\ll‘lU‘ that the growth
of the Savings Bank of Queenxla,nd was due
to the n\m s of the peaple dnposxtcd in t"le
hranch 5. Warwick as a centrs ild‘i
gwenty-two agencies. If ome- Sfonrteenth of
the amount of the dopo its in those branch
agencics, in addition to the proportion of
Varwick hosits, were made availeble for
developmentn] work in the trict, what a
solendid thing it would be for that <istrict.

The TuessUrer: You could build the via
recta with that money.
My, G, P, BAR I\ES Tho

has just anticipated w
ount that w (mht
able would pretty well build the ¢o

lizk between Maryvale and Mount T
And why should it net? The othe
I glad to hear the Trenurer
lecal noners might be made avs

direction.  Look at the hty
irrigation and water conservation that

fh‘n b(
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beo r<tah1i:~h( 1 on the Condamine if the mones
of the people in the Warwick district were
DUL to the right use. That money would be
cufficient to establish a magnificent scheme
of weter corservation and nugat'm) I tind
tha ring all the vears from 1902 {o 19820,
the tetal amount advanced to Warwizk in
cozneetion  with  workers’  dwellings  and
1 to eottlers only  amcunted to

I suppore the amount spent in
bas not been more than £50,000—
not much more than half that. If

Warwick were to get the three-tenths that
the ‘mn gontieman said would he expended

hest
000 to expend on developmental
in and arcund that centre. And what
applies to Warwick—and hon. gentlemen had
better note th\%—apphes equally to every
other centre in the land. We should sce that
the moneys saved in a community are
expended in that community in helping to
develop its resources,

The TrEsSURER: What were you doing to
accomplish that during the Hfteen ycars
between 1900 and 1915, while your Govern-
ment were in power?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: If we had
}\11 hed all our purposes in life, we would
not be here. (Laughter.) We have not done
all that we might have done, but I imagine
that, when the Treasurer comes along next
vesr, he will find new work to do. There is
an_ immense opportunity, and I hope it is
gomg to be seized. I am heart and soul
with the Treasurer. (Goxerzmmnt laughter.)
I am afraid the Treasurer is not big enough
for this, but I am heart and soul with the
Premier in his c/mceptlon of what should be
done to develop the resources of Queensland.
reat deal has been said about the
reduction of expenditure and in favour of
(entwllamv the business. I am opposed to
centralisation; I believe in decentralisation :
but the Treasurer said just now that an
mmense saving was going to be cffected
a result of the (ombumho'l of the two banks,
I would ask the hon. gentleman how he is
going  to effect this savmg Take, for
mstance, the men employed in connection
with the workers” dwellings brane They
must be kept in emplmmpbt because that
branch of the work will still be continued.
The same holds good with regard to other
kinds of advances. Is it not c\tmouhndrv
for the Government to say with one braath
that they arc bringing in a Bill to transfer
the great banking institution, which provides
them with ready money to carry on many
things, and in the next breath to “tell us that
one of their planks is the establishment of
rural banke?

The TreasvrER: What is wrong with that?

Mr, G. P. BARNES: What is wrong with
it 1s tlmt tne Government are gnmg away
the savings banks in the wvarious centres,
which ars tne very institutions which would
enable them to carry out their rural banking
policy. On that ground alene, I think th
sre making a hugo blunder in transferring
he Savings Bank of Quecnsland to  the
Commonwealth,

PREMIER :

1z, we would probably have the
part of 300

wo

accom-

o+

I just want to say a
v two on this subject, as hon. members
ite scem to be ladoourmfr under much
prehension  with renfard both to the
tons of the Govmnment and what is
r\d in the Bill, and as to what will be
the outcome of the amalgamation., The hon.

NOVEMBER. ]

member who has just resumed his seat
to think that the Government will lose
trol of considerable sums, whereas, as
stated by the Treasurer,
and w

was
we shall Oot control—

more extended a larger
wnonfi of mouney from the Ff‘\l‘f‘"v of the
reople for rho purpose of developing the
Srate under the new scheme than we could
cet under our prostit systemi.  The hon
member points out that we will only get 70

per cent. of the excess 11(‘1)0' s under the
new scheme, and he tried to make cut that
wo would get more than 70 per cent. of the
combined excess deposits in Queensland if
\\*(;-.Continued the State bank as a separate

ntity.  As a matter oi fact, the position
is not as he explained it. 1f the Common-
\\omm Bank were to continue running on

rarallel lines, as it doecs now, the Common-
wedlth excess deposits ave likely to be greater
than the deposits in the State bank; and, if
we get 70 per cent, of the total deposits of
the two banks, we shall certainly get more
money than we have control of now. The
hon. member stated that we have accumulated
£15,000,000 of deposits in the State bank.
But those £15,000,000 took sixty years to
accumulate. The hon, member said that
during a certain period quoted by him the
deposits in our bank had increased 1 by nearly
£6.000,000; but that increase was due to the
ffmt that we increas=d the maximum amount
of deposit bearing interest, and also to the
fact that we razsed the rate of interest,
whereas the Commonwealth deelined to
increase their interest rate beyond
{9 pom.] 3 per cent. They deslined to
enter into cut-throat competition
with the other States, by inereasing the
111mr<-~f and rightly so, too, and they also
made  the maxunum  amount of interest-
icaring deposits £300, as against a maximur
of £1.000 in the State Savings Bank. Ax hon.
members know, the State Savings Bank pays
interest at the rate of 35 per cent. on depos
up to £1,000. Under this new arrangement., we
will have control over far greater funds than
we have had in the past from our own bank.
That is one parti ddvan‘rago that
State will get. A= stated by the Treasurer,
we will alqo get 30 per cent., representing
the ovce deposits in the hands of the
‘(“ommonwoalrh Bank. and that money will
be used—we have been assured by the
Gavernor of the Commonwealth Bank—for
the purpose of loans to local authorities and
for other local uses in Quceensland. I make
that statement on the assurance given to the
Govermment by the Governor of the Conmon-
wealth Bank during the negotiations which
took nlace in connertion with the proposed
amalgamation. There is nething in the
agreement ahout the 30 per cent. of excess
'lnpm but the governor of the bank assuz
us that that is what he proposes to «do.
Mr. G. P. Barxes: W
leaned cub in the diz
Jdeposited ?

11l those depoesits be
s where they were

The PF

BMIER: From what the Governor
of the Commeossvealth Bank said, he will
make those deposits available to the districts

were roceived. for do ralan-
I think that i3 a gocd

from which they
ing various schemes:
scheme.

Afv. G P Bsrxez: It is a good scheme.

The PREMIER: Well, that scheme is
made practicable by means of this agreement.
The hon. member seems to be very much
cocncerned about the State rights question,

Hon. E. G. Theodore.]
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which scems to be involved in this. Both the
hon. mewber for Warwick and the hon. men:-
ber for Bulimba seem to be alarmed aLuuf
ihe tendency to iucrease the powers
Commonwealth. I do not know 1
ideas ave in regard ro that, but the inevitable
Tendency in Australia is to increase the
POV of the Commonweanith. It is inescap-
ab‘*o I do not say that we should have—nor
do I admit that the Labour party stands for

—unification. I do not say we should have
unification.

Mr. G. P. Rapxss: You admit it in this
agreement,

The PREMIER: No. It is recognised
everywhere that the (ommonwealth must
ha\e greater powers than it has at present,
and thme is bound to be a reconstruction of
the Constitution before long. Even the
Nationalist party in the Commonwealth
Parliament are taking the necessary steps
to constitute a convention for the purpose
of reconstructing the Commonwealth Con-
stitution. We know what will be the out-
come of this convention. It will mean that
additional powers will be given to . the
Commonwealth. HEveryone must l;no‘~' that
it will all tend in the direction of crumg
eater powers to the CUommonwealth., The
have established a national
Commonwealth  Bank did
service to the whole com-
munity during the war, and it will do 1‘1-
measuthible service for Australia in  the
future. We will be able to get money from
that bank for the m: arketing of the products
of Australia and in other divectior The
Commonwealth is in a better position (o
do that than any State, or any group of
Srarcs, which wish to develop their govern-
mental activities.

o
Commonwealth
banl. The

immeasurable

At five minutes past 9 p.m.,
The CHATRMAN oF COMMITIEES relieved the
Speaker in the chair,

The PREMIER, continuing: This agree-
rment shows that the Commonwealth Bank
is willing to enter into a reasonable arrange-
ment with the Statcs to eliminate unncces-
sary  corupetition, and toc do away with
1911&&101} and at the same time give to
the States certain advantages over the pre-
sent banking svstem. Why should we stand
in the way of something being accomphsh( i
on behalf of the (on,mnmtv TUnder this
reoment the State Government will have
more funds at their disposal than they hud
in the The Commonwealth have
om red into an arrangement with the Trea-
acting for the Star\ (lovernment, and
the (Governor of tho Bank, under which th(-
<imum rate of interesh will be increased,

the n‘a\'nnum amount of d(‘po‘\ir will bo
increased, and the State will be able to get
e use of the surplus funds. The Threa
il have a d‘Y‘Of‘E sar also in the disposal
of the 30 per cent. of remaining funds. The
Lon., member for Bulimba this afternocon
d to oppose this agrcement and the Bill
the grounds that he originally opposed
heme issued by the ¥ Hh(\l‘ Governinent.
no reason why he should oppose this
at all. The two schemes are guite
imiler. The old scheme conld be opposed
311 membars of State Governments on
nd grounds, because it did not represent
a good bargain to any of the Stateb But
this is a dx{’fomnt thing altogether. This
agreement is a betier balgam for the State
of Queensland. The hon. member for

{Hon. K. G. Theodore.

[A8SEMSLY

Ayrecinent, Hic., Bill,

scheme had its
of the

stated that this
the financial diflicuiti

Gevernment, and that we were hastening on
the amalgamation to get out of cerinin

ibarrassments.  As o matter of
tiations in connection with this
rinated with the Commonwealth
. and they were brought forward
Premiers’ conference in the be’rlnmnw
19—nearly two years ago. On that
occasion Mr. Wait was the Federal Trea-
surer, and cecupied the chair, and I would
like to quote his remarks to show that
although he had t for some years con-
nrected  with adrministration, he
recognised now that tho States had nothing
to fear in the matter of the amalgamation
of the Siste and Federal Savings Banks.
This iz what he said at that conference—

1 have never modified any of the
arguments I used as a member of a
Qtate administration in opposition to
the campaign of competitipn, but I
am trying to view the matter as it now
is, apart from its history, and apart
from tho question of Lespovsxbﬂlty and
blame for the orizination of the trouble.
It is our duty, I take ‘t, to do that,

I am astounded that the liberal arrange-

wiont suggested has net been  unant-
mously accepted by the States. There

is no danger o them. On the countrary.
the arrangement seggestesd  offers  to
them every advantag All the objee-
tions I raisad in the enrly days have
besn modified in the proposition I have
made.”

The agreement we are pu‘tnm forward to-
night removes a lot of the oojectlol‘ raised
bv the State seven or eight rears.ago, and
I inay say that in our negot Aahonq with the
Governor of the Commom ealth Bank we
obtained still more modifications of MMr.
Watt’s eeheme.,  We have now got a liberal
cheme, and I am satisfied that every mem-
ber of a State Parliament, or a Stato
L"')\(ld‘llehu, can agrec with this scheme.
o State member can take any logical ob]cc—
tion to the agrcement we have entered into.
It has been qufrge:.’ced that the agreement is
a tendency towards centralisation. but I do
not see it. ¥We are getting morc funds ab
our disposal than we had before. In
addition, the Government will be divectly
reprosented on a board which controls its

funds. What more power do you want than
that?  The I“"dlt of the State will still
vemein. We are rctalning the dcoaztmenu

rrlm and for the

for advancing meﬂey to
ercetion of workers and we can
expand our operations in t’x.(\so directions
We will also have the use of the remaining
20 ver cont., so f'” as the doveloo* 1t o1
such schemes as water supply and wrigation
are ConCerus
Mre. G. P. B,‘ARHEV',
foval authori °

The PREMIER: We shall ge
for that purpose than we had

Will it od to

funds

Under the agreement we are gettn
cont, of the donosits. It is not mere
at call. At the pressnt time

use of the pioneys in the
which ave in the current account.
ya~t State Treasurers have used this momer
carrving on wsefnl purposes. But under
this agrecment we will get 70 per cent. of
the deposits as a straightout loan invested for
a long term. lLocal authorities wiil be able

o
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¥t

fo row from

cxeeptional

thirty vea So that we will
se of 100 poer cent. of the exce
every vear. That 1s greater

get at the present time. VWe ¢
whole of the funds in the bank
sent time fnr the purpose of mak
to loeal awthorities avd others. but,
this arrangement, the full 100 per cent.
bo available for the activitics
on exceptional terms. It needs to be »
nisod ‘m hon movnbors*thu poinf dow

under
will
of the State

al\mg the transfer ‘.xe Lora’n wlm‘ﬂve"
srofits have been accumulated in the insti-
tunon. and they amount to a very «onsider-
able sura. We also retain the accumulsted
reserve fund, which has been creuted out of
n 10 gested
which the Denham bme.nmont
tulnod down, it was not proposed that those
profits or reserve funds should remain with
the State, but should go over with the insti-
tution.  Another weakness of that proposed
agreement was that the whole of the funds

which were in the current acconnt of the
Bavings Bank had to be transferre In this

case th remain with the 8 on what
is called depesit at eall, but it iz really
more thin deposit at o '“1 bemwe they can-
not be called up unless there 1s an excess
of withdrawals over deposi in any wear
ov in any quarter, .and fha‘c is not llkelv to
apnen while Quunsland malkes progress,
and we hope that she will continne to make
progress for many vears to come,
Mr. G. P. Barves: Lock at the
withdrawals in certain contres,
The PREMIER: That doo=: not matter.
it iy only the aggregate result that counts.
There may be heavy withdrawals in some
districts and heavy deposits in ot} B
no period in our history where there
been an excess of withdrawals oves deposits.
In every case there has been a greater or

less accumulation  of aggregate deposits
Therefore, we are not likely to have from
the Commonwealth any call on the £3,000,000

odd swhich

i1 bt, deposited at eali.

It is true, as the hon.
mnted out.

member
*h,m this grocment

to pmce their banking
with the Commonwealth Bank co soon as th ¢y
arc free from the agreement with the Queens-
tand National Bank and the Bank of Hug-

land, and at the same time to permit the
monwealth Benk to manage our loan
I say that no veasonable contention

can bo urged against that. If a
age the ican business of ‘usensiand ir
shot ld be the Commonwealth Bank. the bank
ich is national not only in spirit and in
ut is the peos ;

e term. There
nzs should o hand
aticnal Bank or any

any bank should

uonn Iﬂnd

Natio sther nstito-
tion if the Commonwealth B< ab]e to
tzlke it.  Therc was no hes on thoe

part of the Covormw‘nt in
course, but at the same time I want to admit
that during recent years—ir the experienece
of the prezent Government, at anv rate—we
ha:l no complaint whatever against the
Queensland National Bank in respect to the
way in. which they have managed the business
or met our requirements fromm time to time.
It is, however, only matural that when the
agreement expires the Commonwealth Bank
should take over the business, and without

agreeing to that

N
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abiout the
it is likely

transfer of the
hat the transfer

rriaent secounts to the Common-
,mth Bank would have b( on made.  The
ccemont with the Bank of England has a
time to . I think more fthan ten
i «O'ne,
rpcerment dvf/S expire
there 1s v the Commonwealth
Benk—which is »u‘ml established in London
—should not manage our business also at that
end. The hon. membes for Oxie oy casts sotne
do zbt on the ability of the Commonwealth
succossfully to manage our loans. [
sure he is labouring unnder a misunder-
ding. The Bank of England has done
our business in regard to the management
of the loans, but it does not manags the loan
issues.  The only business it does is 50 eceive
and to keop accounts. The work of adver-
tising the loans, underwrl‘rmé them, and
p’:xemﬁ them on the market is all done by
brokers.. The Bank of Xngland employs
the wsual brokers 111 the same way as the
Cemmonwealth Benk would do, and Whe"cher
the business was handled by "the Bank of
Fngland or the Commonwe ea 1th Bank woul 1d,
in my opinion, make not a tittle of difference
in the success of the propozed loan.

?;an

timne; but w

=

So far as Quecensland herself was con-
cerned, the hon, member suggem,ou that we
were  proceodir along wrong lines and
losing an epportunity to establish a State

trading bank., I do not take much notice
of that, cmanating from the source from
which it comes. from a prominent member
of the Nationalist party that stands against
everything national, that stands against every
kind of Government enterprise or activity

Mr. BessiveroN: Draw it mild

The PREMIER: I am not speaking of
‘hu wn. member’s party, but of that of the
hon, member for Oxley.

Mr. Fry: No, that is wrong.

The T’PJ,‘“IM»: I am epeaking of the
remarks of the hon. mamber for Oxiey, who
condemus the agreement on rh ground that
it is throwing vay a gom n opportunity
to establish a strong. healthy n?twn@l bank—
a trading coucern that could launch out in
all directions and capture for the Govern-
ment millions of money. Such an institu-
tion could only do that at the expense of

;

private banks ard vate enterpriss and
encrgy. b “oulu have to shatter the most
essential planks of the Nati ond't' t party’s
platform. I take no nouce of %ucp eriticism,
i I rocognirse that it is insincere; 1f

carping cxltx\,lsm. it do
from the hon. member in sire
+ the resnlt brought about; his only
ve is to hesr himself talk, Tn my opinlon,

stels

emanaf

the Commenwealth Bank supplies the need
in the only way that is necessary. It cam
xpand to every corner of the community, to

every ¢ity and town and village throu
%uxﬂnhu if nceessary.  There is no nes

for the States to start banks in co

titien with it. The Cmumonwe’]th Ra'm
an perform the functions of a State and
banking busi and by a
co-operation ecan make its mackinery
its funds available for the purposcs of
Governments as well as for the
purposes of the Commonwealth Government.
W this agrcement, have signified our

Commonsrealth
iew
and
the State

We, in
intention and expressed our desire to utilise
the machinery already established, and to

Hon. E. @ Theodore.]
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cc-operate  with the Common: 'ex}fh Bank '”1@ report of the Commis-
for the purpos® of making use of the funds vines Bank <hows that those
they themselves accumulate, {(Hear, hear!) not up to date.

FRY  (Hurilpa): The discussion

has  centeved mmid the advi=a-

Loing itl s transaction from

af i ‘h(\ whole of

ches T h 1 have beon in the
m‘om.on that the Sa vings Lank accounts

hmm before I
<<omug to the

¢ golng to he srensed.
sit down to show you that,

official Ingum of Knibbs, the tendency 1s
for the mmg hank accounts to be decreased,
Before I go on with that argument I would

like to say that we have not been supplied
with pa hcular" as to how many accounts
there are in the Quecnsland Government
Savings Bank over £1,300. We have been
informed that interest is paid by the Queens-
land Government Savings Bank on sums up
to  £1,000, and that the Commonwealth
Gmelnment intends to pay interest up to
£1,3 The point I wish to raise is—what is
gomg to happen to those accounts exceeding
£1,300? It means that if they are driven
into the general banking account of the
Commonwealith Bank they will be withdrawn
from the deposits, they will represent with-
drawals, thereby helping to decrease the
excess of deposits over withdrawals.

The PrevIER: There is no account of more

£1.300 in the State Savings Bank
ing interest.
FRY: I am not sayving they are

drawing intorest, but at the same time they
niay be withdrawn.
PrestiEr: There is no  individual
of over £1, at present, and, there-
can be withdrawn.

Mr. FRY:
ance of the
understand

e

We ave glad to have the, assur-

Premier to that eoffect. I

¢ that there are several. This
point was not raised during the discussion,
and, conrequently, T have vaised it now,
! again, I want to point out that
Inibbs’s figures show us that there has been
a decline in Hv\mws Bank business this year

hen,

as compared with last wear. Take New
%(;‘u?}_ Wales. ~The average amount per

or on 40th June, 1919, was £47
15s. 9d., whereas on 31t March, 1020 it was
£46 1s, 5(1 being & decrease of £1 14s, 44,
If we take ’\1u011u we find that the aversg

it was
ben, if
we find that the average
June, 1519, was ;Q.JO
: rreh, 1920, 1t vas £48
showing a deercase of £2 15, A4d.
we come to South Australia and we
the average per depositor on 30th
. s 541 8s, 7d.. and on 3lst
20. 3t wes £29 13a.. showing a
£1 18, 7d. Then take Wostern
Aus!r ia: ho average per depositor on 30th
June, 1918, was £36 8s. 2d., and on 3lst
}L\W.h, 1920, the average per depositor was
,Jﬁc i8s. &d.. showing a decvcase of £2 G, 64,
The only Srate within the Commonwealth
;hm’;mw an increase is Twmania whers the
average on 30th June, 1919, was £32 18, 114,
3ist Mave 1920, the amount
ld. showing wn increase of
e thn total deposits. In

3(]4 aﬂ(i on 3lst March, 1929
O"‘l a decrease of 3. 64. T

\ruoer sland,

per rhno 1tfw or &0th
16s, &d.,
4

and on 3lst

¢ on 3Gth June, 1919, the total

3 s £17 511, whereas in 1820 it was

7,327, =0 that we sce there is a decrease
in the total deposits.

[Hon. E. Q. Theedore

The Premicr may say that they
; to doie: thes ave, hovover, the
1 figures of the Commonwealth Statis-
ician, an authority frequently quoted by the
Dremicr and his M inisters, The point I Want
to draw attention to is that the tendency in
Savings Bank business is to decrease, and no
man can argue ag\unst that with the figures
available, because they are applicable to ail
the States, and this is owing to the present
condition of affai We all realise how
hard it is for people to pay their way, and
this circuumstance has a tendency to decrease
ihe d(moqr The position is this: That
when vou hand over the Savings Bank to the
Commonwealth Bank you are responsible
for the difference between the deposits and
the withdrawals. Supposing, for some reason
or other, within the period stated there is a
run upon the Qurensland Savings Bank, then
they mu:t fall back on what we term the
undisturbed doposits. While every member
who has spoken has directed his attention
to the glowing prosperity and the increase
in the number of accounts and in the amounts
sited, the whole tendency at the present
time 1s in the opposite r«xrootlon and whilst
I would have a\1re<'tod the Treasurer to have
put forward that point so as to assure this
Chamber there was nothing to fcar in that
direction, he studiously kept right away from
it I am ra hat pomt so that the
House will not ke able to say the point was
i and I mmk it 1s a right point
am not going to pass any further
v way of (’utlu\m but I thisk the
suld have been informed of tho
\’\40 have members on the Gove:
side talking about the high cost of

and nt thoev cannot see that the high
golng to ﬁc(’( tho Savings
Bank deposit As a matter of fact, if vou
< the working man ro-day if he has as
ich moner in the bank mnow as he hat
months ago, he will look at you and
thum you are a fool. That is the only thing
he can think, Praecause the deposits must go
down. They b gonie down, and they will
continue to down until a change takes
place. These fixed undisturbed deposits are
going to be affected in that way, so that the
arguments put forsard have lost some of
their force, and the hargain as a bargain is
going to lose a certain amount of its value.

UGREEN (fownscilley: 1 consider that
thic ratification Bill is one that should be
locked at absolutely :devoid of party politics
and iy it a great pity that there has been 50
much part \\1‘1(10‘\ dressing in connection
with the discussion that has taken })me n
this Chamber. After all, it is only a businoess
arrangement—a business agreement entered
into by the piopic ol this Stais, as repre-
sented by this Parliawment, and the people
of the Commouwealth, as represented by the
Commﬂ‘r'—a‘rh Partiament through their
s—the Trewsurcr and the Governor of
> (ommom\mi h Bank. Such an agree-
ment as this surety can be considered by both
sides of the Heuse without bringing in party
Wmt\(« n oany v whatever. Looking al it
from every stzndpoint, and having listencl
carefully to the arguments put forward,
eepemahv the = '*mne.)t\ advanced in the
speech the Premier has just made, I consider

a

nie; lt
living.
cost of living

it iz a splendid agreement so far as the
people of Queensland are concerned, and

that it will tend to the good of the whole-
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community. Being a business agreement
entered into by the Government, 1 think
it was unfortunate that they did not take
into consultation the Commissioner of the
Quecnzland Savings Bank. No person run-
ning a business, and having a managing
director, would dream of mlung any action
in connection with that business without con-
sulting the one most closely in touch with
it, and I certainly think the Treasurer has
been at fault in that r ¢t, It would have
been much better for this House if we had
huad, in addition to information from those
mulpwno the Treesury benches, information
also {yom the 1e~pormb ° 01 s as to the
effect this ratification }nl is 1.\01»* to have
on those important factors that are brought

within

in its scope,  Iiowever, we ot
got 1k,
19.30 p.m.]
The Treasurer: We have had expert

opinion about it.

Mr. GREEN : I think it was certainly not
showing much courtesy to the person who has
ween placed in a rvesponsible position, and
2lso not showing consideration to the House
that placed him in that position.

The TREASURER:
recomme

! All the Treasury officials
wded it very strongly.
N &)

Mr. GREEN: This agreement is subject to
vatification by the Parhament of Queensland,
it 18 not actually an agresunent until it is
ratificd in the proper manner by this Parlia-
ment. We are here to discuss that ratifica-
tion from every standpoint. I hope when we
get into Committes, if there are any impor-
tant amendments which will improve the
conditions and safeguard the privileges of
the pcople, the Government will listen to
anything which may be put forward from this
side of the House so as to make it a safo
and a just measure. The people cmeﬂy con-
corned in connecticn with this Bill are, first
of all, the depositors. 1 think no depositor
in the State Savings Bank can cuvid at any
clause which will be likely to affect him.
They are safeguarded in the matter of interest
which they are going to receive. The
interest is too small particularly at a time

wlhen evervbom has to pay high interest for
bhe moncy which they borrow. They are
safeguarded in respect of the amount on
which they can draw. It is a larger amount
than has ever previously been allowed by
the Commonwealth Bank. If other States
come into the agreement, and the conditions
are made better, this State will share in
those additional benelits, We are told that
the officials have been safeguarded in their

pOSl‘monq We are celt'lmlv giving from
£14,000,000 to £15,000,000 worth ot assets, but
‘what: will thes consist of-—lcebentures. Most

of the money, as the Treasurer interjected,
has been spent by the Government, which has
been a little spendihrift during the last five
vears. Only debentures are being handed
over to the Commonwealth Bank, together
with other securities, such as property. We
find the only amount of cash transferred is
the sum of £137,431. We are going to be
absolved from all responsibility in conncction
with the controlling of the bank:; we arc
going to get 70 per cent. of the excess
deposits in both banks for the Government to
use in developing the State. I was pleased
to hear the Premier, in his first statement at
the opening of this Parliament, give the
assurance that 30 per cent. would be handed
over to the local authorities for their use in
developmental work. It appears that, while

1920—=r

Adjournment. 241

it 18 not in

the Bill, the assurance has been
vy the Governor of the Commonwealth
and that amount will be given to the
authorities in proportion to the sum
has Dbeen deposited in the various
If that is done, I fecel it is a
W Jising arrangement as far as that

given

local
which
localities.
decenira
three-tenths of the < eposits are concerned.
There 1s no more ardent advocate of decen-

tion in this House than T am. No one
more than I do that North and
I Queensland would have been great
States with great populations, deve oped as
thejr yesources should have been developed,
hey hed been given separation twenty-five
s ago.  But T do mot think in this Bill
ore 1s any question of centralisation. Any-
one who has had anytmng to do with the
Comnzonwealth Bank knows they can get fair
and just treatment. I, as mayor of the city
of Townsvilie, have had deahng:. with the
Commonw Ld]fh Bank, and I have no hesita-
tion in saying 1 could get far more satisfac-
tion in quicker time from that institution
than 1 could get—though I wus not badly
treated—irom the Treasurer of Queemlund
The Commonwealth Bank advanced the
money at the low rate of 5 per cent.

The TrEAsURER: You know very well you
could not have got anything from the Com-
monwealth Bank unless the Treasurer had
consented.

Mr., GREEN : I admit that.
if he had the interests of
heart, would deny any Jocal authority the
privilege of borrowing from a bank v*th
*h,t local authority was solvent and could

-t the mouncy at 5 per cent. at the samo
une as this Government were asking at least

Ce

No Treasurer,
the State at

tu

65 per cent. Looking at this plopoaal from
the ¢ of cconomy, I venture to say
tids Fariiament should stand for economy,

and not for wastefulness. The carrying on of
these two banks is a duplication of expense,
an expense that no man in private business
would tolerate for one moment. That being
so, why should we tolerate it in admnnsteung
the affairs of the people? If for no other
reason than that, 1 would feel compelled to
support this measure. It is going to do away
with the mulhphcxtv of ofﬁce: and ofhual%
and a certain amount of competition. In all
rospeets I feel we are safeguarding the
interests of the whole of the people by ratify-
ing the agreement which has been placed
before us.

Question—That the Bill be now read e
second time-—put and passed.

COMMITTEE.
(3fr, Kirwan, Brisbane, in the ehair.)
The whole of the clauses of the Bill and

schedules were put and passed without
discussion or amendment,
The House resumed. The TE\IT’ORAkY

CuairyaN reported the Bill without amend-
ment.

The third reading of the Bill was mades an
Order of the Day “for to-morrow.

ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMIER : I beg to move—That the
House do now adjourn., The first business
to-morrow will be the consideration of the
Bill relating to the appointment of an extra
Minister.

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at fourteen minutes
to 10 o’clock p.m.





