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Questions,

Fribay, 19 NovedBer, 1920.

The Srearker (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree)
took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock p.m.

APPROPRIATION BILL, No. 2.
ASRENT.

The SPEAKER: I have to report that I
this day presented to His Hxcellency the
Lieutenant-Governor Appropriation Bill, No
2, for the Royal assent, and that Iis Excel-
fency was pleased, in my presence, to sub-
scribe his assent thereto in the name and on
behalf of His Majesty.

A message was also received from His
Excellency the Licutenant-Governor assenting
to the said Bill.

PAPER.
The following paper, laid on the table,
was ordered to be printed : —

Rules, dated 8th October, 1920, of the
Land Court under the provisions of
the Land Tax Act of 1915, as
amended by the ILand Tax Act
Amendment Act of 1920.

QUESTIONS.
TWESTERN RAILWAY STATISTICS.

Mr. MOORE (dubigny) asked the Secre-
tary for Railways—

“1. What was the reason for the
down Western mail train arriving in
Toowoomba slxtv—ﬁve minutes late on

the morning of 12th November?

‘2. What was the income and expen-
diture in r¢ sunning of rail imotor
bot\xeen Willowburn and Wyreema—/(a)
six months ending 30th June, 1918; (b)
same period cndmw 30th June 19207

¢ 3. Receipts and expenditure in run-
ning of rail motor, Charleville-Cunna-
mulla, for recent twelve months’ period?

“4, Number of men employed in goods
sheds at Roma Street, Toowoomba, and
Charleville, mqpectiwelv, in—(a) October,
1913; (») October, 19207

“ 5. Has railway bus1ne€s in said pla(‘es
increased in volume in Oectober, 1920, as
compared with October, 1913; if so, by
approximately how much?”’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied—

“1. The information can be obtained
on application to the Commissioner for
Railways.

“2. (a) Revenue, £317 16s.
diture, £39%9 12s. (b)
17s. 2d.; expenditure,

“3. The latest figures immediately
available are for twelve months ending
December, 1919—Receipts, £941; expen-
diture, £509. The receipts include
through bookings from stations on the
Cunnamulla line to destination (Too-
woomba or elsewhere).

‘4, Roma Street—Ociober,
record. Pay sheets destroyed after six
years. October, 1920: 196, Toowoomba
—October, 1913: 44, October, 1920: 45,
Charleville—October, 1913: 5. October,
1920: 6.

7d.; expen-
Revenue, £630
£670 1s. 7d

1913: No
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5, The tounage handled decreased;
there was one working day less in
October, 1920, than in October, 1913.”

DEVELOPMENT OF STYX RIVER AND BARALABA

COALFIELDS.
Mr. TFORDE (Rockhampton) asked the
Premicrw—
‘In view of the favourable reports

received regarding the coal deposits at
Styx River and Baralaba State coal-
fields in the Central district, and the
fact that the Stvx River coal has been
proved by the Rockhampton Gas Com-
pany to be equal to the best Newcastle
coal, will he arrange with the Secretary
for Mines to have these fields developed
with the least possible delay, and thus
createc  employment for hundreds of
miners, as well as make available an
unlimited supply of excellent coal for
the Railway Department and other con-

sumers ?”’
The PREMIER
Chillagor) replied—
“The development will be proceeded

with as expeditiously as possible.”

(Hon. K. G. Theodore,

RrporTs—PROPOSED IRON AND
STEEL WORKS.

Mr., CORSER - (Burncit) asked the Pre-
mier—
¢ Will he lay on the table of the Housc

Mzr. BrorHY'S

the various reports of Mr. Brophy,
manager of the State iron and steel
works, regarding the site of the proposed
works 7’

The PREMIER replied—
“The matter will be considered.”

Mr. Comrser: You were considering it all
last session.

PARLIAMENTARY REFRESHMENT RoOOMS TARIFF.
Mr. PETRIE (Toombul) asked the Pre-

mier—

“Seeing that the loss (according to the
Auditor-General’s report) incurred by the
Parliamentary Refreshment Rooms for
the vear ending 30th June last, amounts
to £1,300 10s., as against £1,108 3Js. 8d.
for the pteeedlng year, will he give
instructions to the Refreshment ROO(Ili
Committee to have the tariff raised, with
the object of adjusting the recelpts with
the expenditure 7"’

The PREMIER replicd—
“This is a matter which

decided by the
Committee.”

should be
Refreshment Rooms

REDEMPTION OF DEBENTURES AND STOCKS
Farrixe Due.
Mr. PETRIE asked the Treasurer—

1. What provision is he making to-
wards redeeming the  debentures and
stocks falling due within the next five
years, viz., due in 1922, £2,828,750; due
1924, £13,140, 634; due 1925, £12, 007 200;
total, £27, 976584’?

“2. In the report of the Auditor-
General, dated 4th August, 1920, on the
Public Debt Reductlon Fund it shows
that there were no surplus receipts
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appearing in the Treasurer’s annual
statement of the receipts and expenditure
of the revenue account for the financial
vear ending 30th June, 1919, and that
there were no transactions in connection
with the Public Debt Reduction Fund
during the year ended 30th June, 1920,
and as the total amount received since
the inception of the fund—viz.,
£1,161,554 7s. 10d.—has been invested by
the trustees in Queensland securities.
which, after transferring interest (£4,150
16s. 10d.) to consolidated revenue, only
now leaves a balance of 18s. 9d. to the
credit of this fund, does he not think the
Government Loans Sinking Fund Tem-
porary Suspension Act of 1917 should be
repealed, and the Sinking Fund made
operative again?”’
The TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly,
Pueddington) replied—

‘1. The Premier anticipated being
able to make satisfactory arrangements
for conversion loans during his recent
visit to London, but, owing to the
hostility displayed by csrtain London
financiers, it was considered that the time
was inopportune. The matter is still
receiving consideration.

2 No; the Act does not operate
beyond the financial year in which peace
is proclaimed.”

Provisioy oF WORK FOR UNEMPLOYED.
Mr. PETRIE asked the Premier—

“1. How many deputations of the
unemployed have waited upon him or his
Ministers during the past three months?

2. How many of such deputations has
he (or his MMinisters)—{a) Refused to see;
(0) told that they were in the pay of the
Tories; (¢) ejected the leader of?

**3. Has he as yet provided any of the
work which he promised the unemployed
in November, 1919; if not, is it still
because the Home Secretary has not
sccured the picks and shovels which he
had failed to get in January last?”

The PREMIER replied—

“1 to 3. During the last three months
Ministers have received a number of
deputations from the unemnloyed, and at
all times have done their best to relieve
the situation. There are good grounds
for suspecting that prior to the elections
the unemployed situation was exploited
by Tory newspapers for political pur-
poses.”

{Oppositivu laughter.)

PAYMENT OF INTEREST AND STORAGE CHARGE.
Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warw:ick) asked the
Minister in Charge of State Enterprises—

“ 1. Has the matter referred to in the
Auditor-General’s report for the year
endsd 30th June, 1919, page 14, re
interest and storage charge, been
finalised ?

“2. If yes; when, and how?

3. What sum of money was involved
in the calculation—(a) On account of
interest, (&) on account of storage?

“4., To what account, and to what
vear, has the amount been charged?”
The TREASURER replied—
“1. Yes.

[ASSEMBLY.]

What about Mr. Lodge?
minor position.

Questions.

¢ 2. By agrcement with the meat com-
pantes under date 8th April, 1920.

“3. («) Interest, £6,210; (b) storage,
£33,138.

““4. To reserves specially ser aside for
this purpose as at 30th June, 1919. It
must be remembered that the Govern-
ment contested a substantial proportion
of the companies’ claim, and an agree-
ment satisfactory to both sides was sub-
sequently arrived at, so that litigation
would be avoided.”

DrpARTMENTAL REPORTS SUPPLIED 70 MEMBERS

PrIor TO KLECTION.

Mr. G. P. BARNIES asked the Premier—
“1. Were Labour members (fo tho
exclusion of Nationalist and Country
party members) supplied by the Chief
Secretary’s Department and other depart-
ments with the special report of the Com-
missioner for State Lnterprises and the
Price Fixing Commissioner, issued just
prior o the State clection?

“2 TUnder whose instruction was this

done ?”’
The PREMIER replied—

1. No ‘special’ reports were issued
either by the Commissioner for State
Enterprises or the Price Fixing Commis-
sioner. As in the case of other public
officials occupying analogous positions,
these officers are called upon to render
annual and other reports to their respon-
sible Minister in regard to the working
of their respeetive Acts. Such an annual
report was recently made by the Price
Fixing Commissioner, and this was made
available to the public through the
medium of the Press. The Commissioner
for State Enterprises, in accordance with
the provisions of the State Enterprises
Act, also submitted a statement of the
financial positicn as affecting his depart-
ment, and this was available to all
members of Parliament.

2. See answer to No, 1.”

BMPLOYMENT OF DEFEATED LABOUR (A NDIDATES.

Mr. WALKER asked the Premier—

“ 1. Which of the defeated Labour can-
didates at the last State election are now
in the employ of the State Government?

€2, Which of them were in the State
employ prior to contssting the election ?”

The PREMIER replied—

“1 and 2. A]l candidates defeated at
the recent elections who had resigned
from the public service to qualify as can-
didates were reappointed to the service
on application.”

Hon. W. H. Barnes: That is not correct.
He was offered a

PAMPHLETS ADVERTISING THE STATE.
Mr. WALKER asked the Premier—
““1yill he lay upon the table of the
House a list of the pamphlets ¢ advertis-
ing the State,’ which arc specified in the
Auditor-General’s report as having cost
a sum exceeding £3,000 to produce?”
The PREMIER replied—
“Ves. I lay on the table a list of the
pamphlets.”



Questions,

Cost oF PREMIER’S VISIT T0 ENGLAND AND
OrreEr COUNTRIFS.
Mr. WALKER asked the Premier—

1. What was the cost of his rocent
visit to  Tngland and other countries
recently, inclusive of the cxpenses of his
family and staff?

“2. Did he visit any other country
besides England; if so, what countries?

3. If so, were such visits made at
State  exnense. and  what  was  their
purpose ¥’

The PREMIER replied—

“1. £3,730 15s. 4d.

“2 and 3. I visited certain Luropean
countries at my own expense.”’

UNLICENSED STREET BOOKMAKERS.

Mr. MAXWELL asked the
Attorney-General—

“1. Has his attention been drawn to
the fact that several persons have
recently been defrauded of money by
unlicensed street bookmakers ?

“2. If the powers of the police are not
sufficient to regulate the present indis-
criminate and unlicensed betting which
takes place in Elizabeth street, and in
other public thoroughfares in Brisbane,
will he introduce legislation during the

(T'oowong)

present session to give them sufficient
powers?”’
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Flinders) replied—
“1. Yes.
2. The matter will receive considera-
tion.” “

UsE oFr GOVERNMENT PROPERTY FOR POLITICAL
PURPOSES.

Mr. VI AXWELL asked the Premier—

By whose order were the flag poles
on the new Queensland Government Sav-
ings Bank made available for the pur-
pose of carrying a party advertisement
on 9th October last, advising electors to
vote Labour?

“2. Is it within his memory that a
Government, of which he was a member
in 1917, ordered the Railway Department
to break a signed and stamped contract
~which it had made to place Nationalist
propaganda on railway hoardings, on the
ground that Government property must
not be used for political purposes?

3. Was the advertisement on the
Government Savings Bank erected by
Government employees, or with the help
of State Government employees?”

The PREMIER replied-—

“1. By permission of the Premier.

¢“2. The Nationalist propaganda re-
ferred to was scurrilous and misleading.

“3. Not to my knowledge.”

OppostTION  MEMBERS: Oh, oh! and
laughter.
Crew axD OrricErs oF ““ Doucras Mawson.”

Mr. KING (Logan) asked the Treasurer—
“1. What crew and officers are carried
by the steamer ¢ Douglas Mawsen’?
“2. What amount of overtime was
paid—(a) To officers, (b) to members of
the crew up to 30th June last?”’

[15 NOVEMBER.|
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The TREASURER replied—

‘1. One master, one mate, one second

mate, one chief engineer, oue second
(nrrmoor one third engineer, six seamen
(—\B s), three firemen, one cook, one
steward ; total, 17.

“ 2. (a) Officers, £166 6s. 1d.; (b) crew.
£278 3s. 11d.”

Moror Cars OWNED BY STATE.
Mr. KERR {Fnoggera) asked the Premier—

“1. How many motor-cars are owned
by the State of Queensland at the present
moment ¥

“2. How many were owned by the
Queensland Government on 3lst Decem-
ber, 19147

““3. What was the cost of annua.
upkeep of State motor vehicles in
Queensland in-——{a) Financial vear 1914-
15, (b) financial year 1919-207”

The PREMIER replied—

“1 to 3. This information will be
obtained.”
SurvEy oF TraAM KExXTENSION TOWARDS

ASHGROVE.

Mr. KERR asked the Secretary for Rail-
ways—

“1. Is it a fact that, just prior to the
clections—that is, prior to the 8th Qctober,
1920—a trial survey or any other survey
was made in relation to an extension of
the tramway service along Waterworks
road towards Ashgrove?

“2. If so, what was the object of such
survey ?”’

The SECRETARY
replied—

“1. Yes.

“2, The survey was the result of a
promise made by the Government to a
large deputation which reqguested the
survey in anticipation of the Government
assuming control of the tramways.”

FOR RAILWAYS

LrgAL Fres, IMPERTAL MEAT ATCOUNT.
Mr. FLETCHER (Gladstone) asked the
Premier—

“1. To whom were paid the legal fees
of £13816 3s. 6d., as shown in the
Imperial Meat Account for 15207

“2. For what services were the [ees

paid?”’
The PREMIER replied—
“1 and 2. A return will be tabled.”

C'avDIDATES EMPLOYED BY
GOVERNMENT.

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory) asked thoe Pre-
mier—

ANTI-LABOTR

g

How manv State Covernment
employei contested seats in the interests
of parties other than the Labour party?

“2. How many of these candidates
have applied for and have been refused
reinstatement to their former positions?”

The PREMIER replied—
“1. Five.
“92 All these candidates have been

reappointed to their former positions
with the exception of Mr. Lodge, who
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contested the Fitzroy seat. This candi-
date was offered a position by the Com-
missioner for Railways at another
centre, which, so far, he has not scen fit
to accept.”

Hon. W. H. BARNES : At a lesser sulary.

Pavmexts to MR, C. J. Ross FOR SUPERVISING
STATE MEAT SHOPS.

Mr. MORGAN (M urilla) asked the Minis-
ter in charge of State enterprises—
“ What amount was paid to Mr. C. J.
Ross fer supervising State meat shops
since thelr inception?’’

The TREASURER replicd—
“ £950.”

SALES BY STATE PRODUCE AGENCY.

Mr. MORGAN ‘asked the Minister in
charge of State enterprises—

“1. What was the value of produce
sold through‘tho State Ageney on con-
signment during last financial year?

‘2. What was the value of produce
purchased by the State Agency outside
Quecnsland; also within the State?

‘3. What money was received {or pro-
duce sold that had in the first instance
been purchased by the State Produce
Agency?

‘4. What amount was received from
other State departments for produce
sold to them?”’

The TREASURER replied—
“1. £43,012 10s. 11d.

‘2. Outside Quecensland, £77,570 3s.
6d.; within Queensland, £50,517 8s. 5d.

3. £104,564 17s. 9d.

“4. £21,671 2s. 1d.”

BriLpixaes OcCUPIED BY MR. WALLBANK AT
MirEs.

Mr. MORGAN asked the Secretary for
Railways—

““ What is the number of rooms, and
dimensions of same, of hcuse built at
Miles, and now occupied by Mr. Wall-
bank. The total cost of same—(a) build-
ing material, (b) wagers paid?”’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
replied—

“ Three rooms, each measuring 12 feet
by 10 feet, verandas front and back, bath-
room on back veranda, galley measuring
10 feel% sgnz}r& £(1a)2Matoria.], railage, and
use of tools, 92 19s. 3d.; (b g
£187 3s. 10d.” (#) wages,

INQUIRIES BY COMMISSIONER FOR PRICES.

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Droyton) asked the
Premier—

“1. Has he read a copy of the fifty
or more questions submitted te dairymen
on transactions extending over six years
by the Price Fixing Commissioner ?

“2. Why was the dairyman selected
as a profiteer and asked to give a return
for six years, including valuos of land?

“3. Are business men asked to give
the same information? If not, why not?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Questions.

‘4. Ts he aware that a farmer is com-
pelled to sell a cow’s hide for the same
price that he pays for a pair of boy’s
boots—that is, often under 20s.?

“5 Ts he also aware that out of a
2 1h, tin of pineapples sold by the State
and other canneries at 1s. 5d., the grower
receives only 3d.?

“ 6, Will he ask the Commissioner to
inquire into these matters: also that,
in any inquiry into the cost of primary
products, farmers shall be allowed the
same hours of labour and the same rate
of overtime and wages as allowed to
skilled workers, including Saturday and
Sunday ?”’

The PREMIER replied—
“1 to 6. These matters will be
inquired into.”

GLOVERNMENT RELIEF DURING LAST YEAR.

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa), in the absence of Mr.
T. R. Roberts, asked the Home Secretary—
<1, How many persons have benefited
by the receipt of Government relief dur-
ing the year ended 30th June last—(a)
families, (/) single persons?

9 What amount of money has been
distributed as Government relief during
the period mentioned—(a) metropolitan
area, (b) other distriets?”

The HOME SECRETARY
McCormack, Cairns) replied—
“1 and 2 Full information will be
given in the annual report which will
be laid on the table of the House at an
early date.”

(Hon. W.

GOVERNMENT ADVERTIZING.

Mr. FRY. on behalf of Mr. T. R. Roberts,
asked the Premier—

1, Whether the article headed ¢ The
Maranoa District (South-Western Queens-
land), Its Wonderful Resources, and its
Tilimitable Possibilities,” and similar
matter have been published in news-
papers and paid for as Government
advertisements ?

«“92 Tf so, what amount was paid last
financial year to the  Brisbane Courier,’
“Dailr Mail’” ¢ Telegraph,” and ‘ Daily
Standard,’ respectively 77

The PREMIER repiled—
“1. Yes.
“ 9, The information will be compiled.”

RALway COMMUNICATION BETWEEN ROCK-
HAMPTON AND MACKAY.

Mr. FORDE (Rockhampton)
Secretary for Railways—

1, What mileage of railway is open
for traffic between Rockhampton and
Mackay, at the Rockhampton end?

2 What mileage of railway is open
for trafic on the North Coast Railway,
between Mackay and Rockhampton, at
the Mackay end?

«“ 2 What mileage of railway has yet
to be built to link up Rockhampton with
Mackay?

“ 4 When does he expect that the
North Coast Railway will be completed
from Rockhampton to Mackay ?

asked the
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“5. Will he urge that everything pos-
sible be done to expedite the completion
of the above-quoted railway?”’

The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS
replied—

“1. Rockhampton to
miles.

“2. Mackay to Carmila, 61 miles

3. 43 miles.

““4. December, 1021,

“5, Yes.”

Wumalgi, 95

Basy Crivics ror ROCKHAMPTON.

Mr. FORDE asked the Home Secretary—

“ Will he expedite the establishment
of the proposed baby clinies in Rock-
hampton ?”’

The HOME SECRETARY replied—

“ Bteps are being taken to establish
clinics In various centres. Rockhampton
is one of these centres, but it will take
some time to organise the service and
erect suitable accommodation.”

SprEcH BY REV. FaTHER MACGINLEY.

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba) asked the
Sceretary for Public Instruction—

‘1., Has his attention been drawn to a
statement in the ¢ Daily Mail’ newspaper
of 18th November, 1920, in which the
Rev. Father McGinley, when speaking
on education at Childers, is reported to
have expressed himself as follows:—

He strongly advised them not to send
their children to the State schools
where the boys and girls lost their
morals and their faith. To hell with
the State schools!?

2. Does he consider that the state-
ment as reported, if correct, was one that
should have been made?

3. Will he take steps to ascertain its
correctness ?

‘4. Should the report be found, after
inquiry, to be substantially correct, will
he take immediate steps to deal with the
matter and to prevent a repetition of
such utterances?”’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. J. Huxham, Buranda)
replied—

“1. Yes.

“2. No; nor is it the opinion of his
ecclesiastical superior. 1 quote for the
hon. member’s information the following
remarks by Archbishop Duhig which
appeared in this morning’s issue of the
Brisbane ¢ Daily Mail'—

Archbishop Duhig, before leaving
Brisbane last evening for Gayndah,
stated that he had seen the report in
the latest issue of the ¢ Daily Mail’ of a
speech claimed to have been made by
the Rev. Father McGinley.

The Archbishop stated that if Father
MeGinley had made anv such state-
ments, he had expressed his own indivi-
dual views. and that Father McGinley
was alone responsible.

His Grace could not endorse either
the sentiments or the language in which
the views were expressed. He con-
sidered that people should not discuss
any matters at all unless they discussed
them calmly.

[19 NOVEMBER.]
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3. No good purpose can be served
by taking further notice of the alleged
utterance. (Hon. W. H. Barxnps:
Afraid I}

“4, No law has been infringed.”

STORAGE ACCOMMODATION AT PORT ALMA.
Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani) asked the Trea-
surer—
“1. Is it a fact that some of the stor-
age accommodation at Port Alma is being
removed ?

“ 2. If so, for what reason?”’

The TREASURER replicd—

1. T have no knowledge of the matter.
Storage accommodation at Port Alma is
under the control of the Rockhampton
Harbour Board.

“ 2. See reply to No. 1.7

RerPORTS ON TRADE ENTERPRISES.

Mr. FLETCHER (Port Curtis), withoub
notice, asked the Minister in charge of State

cnterprises when will the reports of the
Commissioner for Trade and the Auditor-
General on the transactions of the State

entorprises for the year ended 30th June,
1520, be made available?

The TREASURER replied: The Act
requires that the Commissioner shall present
his report to me some time in September—
I am not sure of the date. I spoke to the
Commissioner about it some few days ago,
and he advised me that it would be utterly
impossible to supply the report in September
in any vear, and that the Act should be
amended. At all events, I expect to have the
report in a fortnight or three weeks, and, if
the hon. member so desires, I will let him
know to-morrow the exact date when it will
be available.

APPROPRIATION BILL, No. 2.
ReTURNED FROM COUNCIL.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of
a message from the Council returning this
Bill without amendment.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
The TREASURER: I desire to ask per-
mission to make a personal explanation.
The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the
House that the Minister be allowed to make
a personal explanation?
HoNoURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

The TREASURER: Tortified by the con-
i “someone had told

vincing evidence that
him,” Mr. Mascgreger, the member for

Merthyr, yesterday made a statement in this
Chamber ~concerning myself that, if un-
answered, might be accepted as truth. I will
not bother repeating the statement, but T
want to inform the House that during the
last three weeks of the late campaign I
addressed the undermentioned meetings on
the dates and at the places mentioned—
Monday, 20th September—Torbaniea and
Howard (two meetings); Tuesday,
21st Soptember—Childers; Wednes-
day, 22nd September—Gin Gin:
Thursday, 23rd September—Mary-
borough and Newtown (two meet-

Hon. J. 4. Fihelly.!
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ings); TFriday, 24th September—
Gympie; Saturday, 25th September—
Forest Hill; Monday, 27th Septem-
ber—Ipswich; Tuesday, 28th Septem-
bcr-—Camboo;a, W odnnsday 29th
September—Stanthorpe;  Thursday,
30th Sop*emom~Sx\an Creek and
Warwiclk; 1*11dm 1st (etober—Too-
woomba ; Saturday, 2nd October-—
Dalby; Monday, 4th October—Albion
and Sprieg IHill (two meetings);
Wednesday, 6th October—Clarence
Corner and Kangaroo Point (two
meetings); Thursday, Tth October—
Paddin and Ipswich road (two
IIl(‘Otll]Ds); Friday, 8th Cctober (the
nmht preceding ‘the elections), Wil
Ham  street, thv, Borry  street,
Spring Hill; and Tocwong (three
meetings).

The campaign committee were notified {from
Toowoomba on 1st October that on accouunt
ot a hecavy cold it might be nccessary to
reduce metropolitan meetings during the last
week to one meeting per night, and they
were instructed to cancel the meeting at
Merthyr on Tuesday, 8th. They were also
instructed to cancel one of the three meetings
(Hawthorne) on Monday, 4th, and to allow
Albion and Spring Hill m(*btmgs to stand,
and not to advertise Friday’s meeting at
Tcowong until further advised. This letter
was duly achnowkdwed on Monday, 4th. In
addition to th bme programme, orzanising
work of an e\tcnsnc and varied character,
well known to my party, fell upon my
shoulders, and I venture to say that the
record is not a discreditable one. I would
add that this is the first personal explanation
I have had occasion to make in the House,
and it is rendered necassary only on account
of the poisonous :ldndvvs of Irresponsibles
who aasomate with whisperers and brazenly
publish malicious falsehcods, well aware of
their mendacity. (Opoos;tmn laughter.)

WHEAT POOL BILL.
SECOND READING.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Zacham): In rising
to move the second reading of this BIll,
swhich 1s a Bill of qome importance to the
country, I wish to relate briefly the circum-
stances leading up to the necessity for the
passing of such a measure. In March, 1917,
certain correspondence took place between
the Government of Quecensland and the
Prime Minister and the Federal Wheat
Board concerning supplies of wheat for the
current year until the new harvesting took
place, and the Federal Wheat Board told
the Government of Queensland that the
price of wheat was 7s. 8d. per bushel, and
that the Queensland Government must state
how much they required. That was the
price they had to pay for it in the South,
and the Quecensland Government wwere told
to state definitely how much they required;
or, in other words, to guarantee the Southern
Foderal Wheat Board Ts. 8d. per bushel for
all the wheat bought up by Queensland up
to the time of the harvesting of our own
crop. There was considerable comcspondence

on the subject, some of which was with
Senator Russell and the Prime Minister.
With regard to the sugar agrcement, I

might mention that we did not demand what
is called world’s parity for our sugar, even
though we were the real sugar-producing

[Hon. J. 4. Fihelly.
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State in the Commonwealth, but after some
correspondence and negotxatlons a reasonable
price was arrived at for the supply of sugar;
and, seeing that we had dealt in a generous
way with the consumers of sugar in the
South, it was thought that this peremptory
demand by the Southern Wheat Board of
7s. 8d. rer bushel—a high price at that time
-—without consulting us as to whether it were
worth that or not, was somewhest dictatorial.
However, we finally had to agree to take
wheat for cur qunemfmts at that price, or
go without. L\nz in mind, we were refused
the right to join the Federal Wheat Pool.
Following on this treatment it was thought
that, as Queensland has «nflicient land to pro
duce all the wheat we require for oursclves,
every effort should be made to make this
State  self-supporting.  While I claiin no
originality for the idea of guarantecing
prices, I w ould Like to say that the Labour
Government of Queensiand is the first Govern-
ment In this State that has introduced the
guarantecing of prices for agricultural pro-
ducts and, after inquiring into the question
of the posmbk prices and possible supply of
wheat throughout the world, it was quite safe,
in my opinion, to gualantoﬂ our own farmers
8s. per bushel for all the wheat they can
produce during the coming scason. I think
that was a wise move, and, although I am not
not going to say that either that
guarantee of 8s. or the addi-
tional concession of =upplying the
needy wheat farmer with sced wheat at cost
price, and giving him time to pav for it, has
been the sole cause of the result, I do claim
that those two considerations talken together
are, to some extent, responsible for the
increased crop. I think every honest per-
son will give us credit for that. I went
fully into the question of how much we
could afford to guarantee. I think T should
remind the House that the Federal Govern-
ment was satisfied that 5s. per bushel was
all they could guarantee to the wheatgrowers
during the current season. The Labour
Government of New South Wales went one
better, and added half-a-crown to that figure,
making the guarantce T7s. 6d. for all the
wheat produced 1n New South Wales, which
is a large producing State—I suppose a
State which produces ten times as much
wheat as we do. After giving full considera-

[4 p.m]

tion to the matter, Cabinet decided that
for this season’s wheat we should guarantee
8s. per bushel, and I make no apology
to the consumer or the producer either,
because I think wo should all look just

a little bit further ahead than the immediste
present, 1 am satisfied that if you want a
man to do a certain thing, you must give him
some encouragement, and one of the best
ways to encourage the man on the land to
grow crops iIs to ensure him a payable price
Fm hi+ commodity, I do not care whether it
is butter. or sugar, or cheese, or maize.

An Hoxourssrk MrupEr: Or fruit?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
Or fruit.  Anything the muhsed man
requires to keep him alive, the peopl'e who
nroduce it should be Pnu)umgcd to produce,
otherwise we cannot expect him to go on
producing it. That opinion is fortified by a
good many years of practical experience on
the land. notWIthstandlng the remarks of
one of the new members in this House, who
questioned my experience as a farmer.

Mr. PAYNE:
he ever knew.

You have forgotten more than
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
As th« hon. member for Miichell says, I
have forgoiten more about farming than the
hon. member for Wide Bay has ever learned
or is likely to learn. (Opposition laughter.)
Probably that is frue of many so-called
farmers who enter this House.

3y, Crayrox: Not many.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
T would challenge the hon. member to a test
of any work on the farm—ploughing, axe
work, or anything else—a public exhibition
on the farm at any work he likes to choose.
Mr. Criyrox: Come on!

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
[ have had experience on the land myself,
and I have long since arrived at the conclu-
sion that there is nothing—mno$ even mining,
even when carricd on by common-sense
practical men-—more speculative than farm-
ing in this country. That being so, it becomes
necessar;y for a Government having common
sense and foresight, as this Government have,
to do something practical to encourage the
farmer to produce and keep on producing on
the land. Instead of coming to this House
and wasting a lot of time with long speeches
and diatribes about ““the poor, unfortunate
man on the land,” we have endeavoured in
2 _common-sense way to do something.
(Hear, hear!) I say again that I make no
apology to the consumer of bread, or the
broducer of wheat of this State, for having
recommended the Cabinet to guarantee 8s. a
bushel for the present season, because I am
quite satisfied that that price will not have
the effeet of causing the consumer to pay
anything more than he would by importing
wheat from the other States. I took the
same view with regard to sugar. 1 recog-
nised that sugar must bring a high price, as
compared with pre-war days, perhaps 1
should say the bad old days of black labour,
but I recognised that the alternative prob-
ably was to pay £60 or £70 a ton for sugar
grown outside by cheap, perhaps black,
iabour. It was necessary to look ahead, and
I am one cf those who try to look ahead, and
I considercd what would be the position at
the end of the three years’ period of the
sugar agreement. I thought it a wise thing
that the people of Australia, particularly
- of Queensland, who benefit most, should give
the producers a fair and reasonable price in
order to encourage them to produce sugar.
Mr. MoreaN: You do not believe in sweat-
ing the farmer?

The SLORETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
I do mnof, but I go further. The great
difference between me and the hon. member
is that whilst I do not believe in sweating
the farmer, I do not believe either in sweat.
ing the city worker. (Hear, hear!} I do
not believe in sweating any worker, and
T hope I shall go out of politics before I
take sides with one section of the workers
against another, whether wage-earner or
farmer. That is the great difference
between the party on this side of the House
and the party on the other side. The Labour
party. as_ their cbjective says, stand for
sccuring the full results of their industry to
all producers.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : IHear, hear!

Mr. Morean: Yet you are supported by
one class.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes, the workers and producers. 1f the hon.
member would read our platform, he would
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find that the Labour party’s objective—as
the objective of no other party in politics in
Australia—stands for securing the full results
of their industry to all producers, not onls
to the primary producers, but to the
secondary producers also—to the men who
are in the cities as well as the men who are
in the country. (Hcear, hear!) These men
who talk so much about the farmers—when
you come to analyse their private carcers—
ar: very often found to be men who farm
the farmers and sweat the wage-carners.

Mr. Rvan: Employ Chinamen!

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
When the farmers want a leader, instead of
getting a practical farmer like the hon.
member for Drayton, who, I do understand.
knows something about producing cheese—
although, strangs to say, he never talks about
cheese” in  this House, but always about
butter, notwithstanding that I am told by
one of his friends who does not always
agree with him, but nevertheless belongs to
tles same faith, that he has never produced
a pound of butter in his life,

Mr. VOWLES: I rise to a point of order.
T ask you, Mr. Speaker, whether the Minister
is «dealing with the second reading of the
Bill. If we are going to have this sort of
thing, I shall eclaim the same kind of
latitude in reply.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
I was saying—-—

My.  BEBBINGTON :
deliberate untruths.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am prepared to admit, Mr. Speaker, that
I had been led astray by interjectors.

The SPEAKER: Order! 1 ask the hon.
member for Drayton to withdraw his remark
that the Minister told deliberate untruths.

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton): I with-
draw it. It may not have becn deliberate,
but it was an untruth.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE::
If the hon. member for Drayton will permit
me, 1 will continue what I have to say.

Mr. Morgax: Why do you want to be
nasty ?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
I do nct want to be nasty at all; there is
nothing further from my mind. I have
been drawn off the track somewhat by inter-
jections. I was going to say that, after a'H
this talk about a farmers’ party, they should
elect a vractical farmer to be their leader.

M. ComsEr: You said that at election
time.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
I believe that the hon. member for Drayton
knows something about the production of
cheese, and that the reason why he talks
so much about butter in this Iouse is
because he wants to divert attention from
the question of cheese. )

Mr. BessiNeToN : The leader is the choice
of this party, and we have that right, not
you.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
I want to lead up to the necessity for this
Bill, for the guarantee which the Govern-
ment gave involved some further action on
their part. The farmer, of all men prob-
ably in the community, is generally against
compulsion, and—since I believed all the time
that the best way to handle this wheat crop

Hon. W. N. Gallies.]

You were telling
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is by means of a pool, and that no pool can
be sucecssful unless it is a compulsory one—
I was very pleased to be fortified by the
deputation which, introduced by the leader
of the Opposition, waited on the Premier
and myself from the farmers and wheat-
growers, and urged that the pool should be
compulsory. No time has been lost in framing
the Bill, no time has been lost in this
House so far as the Bill is concerned, and
no time has been lost by myself in making
all the preliminary arrangements. Follow-
ing on that deputation, it became necessary
for the Premier to go South to endeavour
to arrive at some basis as to what was going
to be the price of wheat for Australia during
the current year. Now, the guarantee of
8s. a bushel to the farmers gave us an interest
in this matter. T think I might say that
the Premicr, Mr. Theodore, delayed his visit
to the Southern States one day in order to
reccive the deputation to myself, led by the
leader of the Opposifion, to urge upon the
Government the establishment of a wheat
pool. We know from the representations
made that a wheat pool is acceptable, not
only to the Government, but to both sides
of the House, and I am satisfied that the
wheat peol will be a success. A econference
was held in Toowcomba on the 22nd October,
and the farmers’ representatives decided on
a wheat pool. A deputation waited on
myself and the Premier on the 26th. and the
Premicr of Quecnsland left for the South
on the 27th to finalise matters in connection
with the Australian price; and, as hon.
members are aware, from Press reports, a
recommendation was made by the Australian
Wheat Board to the Prime Minister, who
referred it to the Premier’s Conference,
that 95, should be the price for fa.q. wheat
on a seaport basis for Australia during the
current year. That is 1s. a bushel more than
the guarantec that has been given by the
Queensland Government. 'That is for prime
milling wheat, though I do not think there
1s very much difference between prime milling
and fair average quality wheat, so in my
opinion the Government were justified, from
every point of view, in giving that guarantee,
and to some extent that guarantee was
responsible for us having a record crop.
Therc is a record crop this year.

Mr. VowrLes: You gave the guarantee after
the seed was put imn.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
No; that is not true. The statistics show
that the cerop will exceed 4,000,000 bushels.
That is not sufficient for our own require-
ments, but, T hope, as time goes on, that we
will produce not only all the wheat necessary
for our own requircments, but that we will
bi able to export, because T am satisfied that
there are hundreds of thousands of acres in
the western part of this State suitable for
wheat-growing.

Mr. Cravrox: Will you encourage them
to go en growing ?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
That is the kind of interjection. you might
expect from a gentleman who has not paid
any attention to political economy. He
interjects in a vague way about encouraging
the farmer. T say this Government have,
in a practical way, encouraged wheat-
growing i a way no previous Government
have ever attempted to do—by guaranteeing
a price.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Question.

[Hon. W. N. Gillies.
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The BECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
Taking the price for the last twenty
vears in Queensland, the average is some-
thing less than half what this Government
have guarantecd, namely, 8s. The hon.
gentleman  interjects about  encouraging.
Well, let them come along with some prac-
tical scheme instead of talking about the
poor farmer, or indicate to the House and
the country through ‘“ Hansard” where their
Government have done anything half as
good as we have done.

Mr. CorsEr: This is their scheme.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
I am very pleased to know that the hon.
member interjects that  ¢“ This is their
scheme,” meaning his parly endorse the pool.
I say this scheme was absolutely necessary
owing to the fact that this Gevernment had
guaranteced 8s. per bushel, which is our
scheme. That is a guarantee no previous
Government ever attempted to give. All the
guarantee they ever gave to the farmers was
the rai'way guarantce and a lot of promises
at election time. .

Mr. BeBBingTON: No. They gave money
to the farmers to plough the land and put
wheat in. You never gave them a cent.

The SPEAKER: Order! I would ask the
hon. member for Drayton to refrain from
interjecting. He will have an opportunity
later of speaking on the question.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
Briefly, the objects of the Bill are to take
power to appoint a board. I think I might
mention here that when the deputation waited
on myself and the Premier we agreed that
the representation on the board should be as
urged by the deputation, and that will be
carried out. The board will consist, although
it is not mentioned in the Bill, of five repre-
sentatives of the growers, who shall be
growers of wheat, one financial man—I am
asking the associated banks to take up the
question of nominating such a man—and a
chairman, who, in my opinion, should be a
Government official. That is not laid down
in the Bill either.

Mr. Morgan: Why don’t you include the
number in the Bill?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
There is no occasion to do so, for this reason:
I have alreadv promised that to the leader
of the Opposition, and I am in the habit of
keeping my promises, as hon. members of
this House will agree.

Mr. BessixgToN: This board will be going
on for years.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
1 promised the leader of the Opposition that
I would agree to the resolution passed at
Toowoomba, and that is quite sufhcient for
the farmers and for this House. The Bill,
briefly, provides for the ecstablishment of
this board, and it will be compulsory for
the whole of the f.a.q. wheat of Queens-
land to come under the board. The board
will have ample powers. They have a free
hand practically to handle the crop and
finance the scheme. I should gay that while
the Premier was in the South he consulted
the Prime Minister. I raised the question on
the dcputation that waited on me and
pointed out that under the Constitution it
was impossible for the Commonwealth Go-
vernment to leave Quecensland out of the
guarantee of 5s. The Prime Minister assured
the Premier of Queensland that Queensland
would come in for the guarantee of 5s., which
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means that 2s. 6d. will be paid on delivery
and 2s. 6d. will be paid by certificate, which
will be payable on the 30th April, so that
in practice 5s. will be available for the
financing of the scheme. I might mention
that, ulthough it is not laid down in the
Bill, the board will have power to deal with
the matter of payments by the millers. I
find that in the case of some of the Southern
wheat pool% they insisted on the miller pay-
ing in advance, and I am satisfied that the
5s. guarantee by the Federal Government is
quite sufficient to finance the scheme, The
difference between the 8s. guarauteed by this
Govermment and the 9s. agxsod upon by the

Premiers’ Conference may amount to about
£200,000. I do not know what the expenses
will be. That will be a matter for the board.

The fees of the board are really a
T have reser
hard-and-fast

matter that
ved to myself, but I have no
ideas about that. The dutics
of the board will be heavy. They have a
very big job in front of them, and I have
1o reason to doubt but that the farmers, in
selecting their representatives, would select
the very best men they can secure. The
beard will be agents for the farmers to carry
ont a huge co-operative marketing scheme.
They “111 have to appoint servants, agents,
and officers, and pay them whatever thoy con-
sider a reasonable reward for their services.
They have power to take contirol of the grain
sheds of the State. That is absolutely neces.
sary. I mmight mention that the Commis-
sioner for Railways has made arrangements
with several individuals to lease the grain
sheds, but I am satisfied there will be no
difficulty in the handing over of these grain
sheds to the wheat board when appointed,
because the whole of the farmers in- the
wheatgrowing districts are interested in this
scheme.

Mr. BEBBINGTON :
consider.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
There arc other crops, but the wheat crop
is the most important crop. The wheat crop
provides food for man. «

My, Moreax: Doesn’t maize?
Mr. BesBINGTON: What sbout barley?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
This is purely a wheat Bill. If the hon. mem-
ber wishes to make it more comprehensive,
we can discuss all the details frankly and
honestly when we get into Committee. There
will be no objection to paying recasonable
compensation to those persons who have
leased the grain shods. I am satisfied that
there will be no difficulty about that at all.
Any contracts which have been entered into
since it was decided to form the wheat pool
may be nullified. If contracts were entered
into through any misrepresentation or mis-
undelstandmg, then they can be nullified.
That is very necessary. My svmpathy is
with the farmer, who doces “the” work and
takes all the risks. If the speculator has
been at work, I have given him due warning
that all contracts may be nullified.

Mr. Morceax: What if the contracts are
not to the detriment of the wheatgrowers?
‘What will happen then?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
They must be to the detriment ot the wheat-
growers. Proper accounts shall bhe kept by
the board, subject to Iinspeciion by the
Auditor-General. I do not know that there
is any necessity for me to give any sort of

There are other crops to
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a_lengthy speech with regard to fhe pro-
visions of this Bill. It is a s1mp1e scheme.
The Bill was drafted several times before it
met with my approval. The first draft was
somewhat on the lines of the Southern Acts.
The Southern Acts, however, are more com-
prehensive, because they doal with large
quantities for export, and the board there
13 more of a permanent institution. In the
South the board does not only deal with
one season’s  crop, but deals with exports
from year to year. This scheme is a very
simple one. No doubt, the leader of the
Opposition has gone thlough the Bill very
carefully, and I think he will agree that 1t
is a simple scheme, because every power
neccssary is given to the board—and it will
be practically a board of growers—to carry
out the scheme for the growers. There are
no restrictions, as the Government will not
interfere in any way with the scheme. The
finances are a]mn"ed for in the Drime
Mmlstm s promise, “and there should be no
difficulty on that score. 1 think that the
scheme goner'al]y should be a success. I have
much pleasure in moving the second reading.

M». MOORE : T listened with a good deal
of interest to the second reading speech of
the Minister for Agriculture. He scems to
have taken a great deal of credit to himself
and his Government for the common-sense
view taken by the Government, but it is an
extraordinary thing that that common-sense
view synchronises with the rise of the
Farmer’s party. It was only when the
Country party saw the necessity of looking
after their own affairs that the Government
commenced to take a common-sense view.

The SCCRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: What
about the guarantee?

Mr. Corser: You vere against a guarantee,
as you voted with Denham.

Mr. MOORE : T am satisfied that the guar-
antee was the only possible thing to be done
by the Government., We in Queensiand had
gone down to such a lamentable exient that
it looked as if we were going out of the

industry altogether. Something had to be
done.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The

Tory Government did nothing when lt went
down in Victoria.

Mr. MOORE: It only went down in Vic-
toria under the Federal Government, We
found that something had to be done in
Quecnsland to encourage the wheatgrowers
to go on with the wheat industry, and the
Government gave a guarantce. They knew
when they made the guarantec that the wheat
would be worth more than 8s. per bushel
when the harvest came. When the harvesting
was started we found that absolutely nothing
at all had bheen done by the Covernment in
connection with paying the guaranteo.

The SECRETARY FOR AGmcULrLRE This
Government ave in the habit of keeping their
promises.

Mr. MOORE: That is all very well, but
the farmers had started the harvest and
there was nothing done by the (jovernment
towards paving the 8s. per bushel guarantee.
When the farmers found that no arrange-
ments had been made, they tock the matter
into their own hands. They held a meeting
in Toowoomba and formed a depufation to
the Minister. They suggested to the
Minister that a wheat pool should be formed.

Mr. Moore.]
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He saw the wisdom of the suggestion and
accepted the position as laid down by the
wheatgrowers, and brought in this Bill.

Hon. J. H. Covne: Didn’t the Government
promise 8s. per bushel?

Mr. MOORE: Yes, the Government pro-
mised 8z. per bushel. I don’t deny that. I
am mnot taking any credit away from the
Government for guaranteeing 8s. per bushel.
But anyone could guarantece 8s., secing that
there is a shortage of wheat all over the
world.

Hon, J. H. Coy~E: It was guaranteed five
months ago.

Mr. MOORE : The Minister for Agriculture
takes credit for looking ahead and the
Government merely looked ahead. The
farmers looked behind, and see what has
happened during the regime of the present
Government and under the late Govern-
ment,  The farmers remember when they
were offered a guarantec of 3s. 6d. per
bushel for their wheat in Queensland, while,
at the same time, the Government were pay-
ing 8s. 10d. per bushel for wheat coming in
from other places. We found that the wheat
lands were going out of cultivation, and
something had to be done. 1 am glad that
the Government took a reasonably sensible
view of the situation, and agreed to pay a
guarantee of 8s. per bushel. I do not think
there is anything wenderful in the Govern-
ment doing that. All the same, they have not
made any arrangements at all to pay the
guarantee of 8s. per bushel.

Hon. J. H. Coysk: The arrangements are
made.

Mr. MOORE: The guarantee was given in
June. I congratulate the Government for
giving the guarantee, but I condemn the
Government for not 'making arrangements
for paying it when the harvesting started.
What would have happened if the farmers
did not hold that meeting and come down
and ask for the formation of a wheat pool?

The SECRETARY FOR RA1Lways: The Cabinet
discussed it before you came down. We
were not going to tell you everything.

Mr. MOORE: But the Government did
not mak#» arrangements to pay the guarantee,
They may have discussed it, but they did
not do anything by the time the harvest
started, The farmers were forced into the
position of having to hold a meeting at the
busiest time of the year, and they had to
come down and ask the Minister to form a
wheat pool.

Mr. Gmpay: You opposed a wheat pool
some time ago.

Mr. BOORE : The hon. member for Ithaca
does not know what he is talking about.

Mr, Gmpay: I know more about wheat-
growing than you.
Mr. MOORE: I am not talking about

wheatgrowing, but about the wheat pool.
You said I objected to go into the wheat
pool. I can produce the letters which I
wrote to Mr. Ryan, asking him to keep the
wheat pool open so that the wheat farmers
would have an opportunity of getting into
it.

Mr. Gipay: I do not mean that you per-
sonally opposed it: but the farmers growing
wheat were opposed to it.

Mr. MOORE: The hon. member for Ithaca
is wrong again. He is always wrong. The
Minister for Agriculture, in order to find out

[ r. Moore.
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how the wheatgrowers stood, asked them to
take w referendum on the question, and
twenty-nine voted in favour of entering the
pool, eleven against, and seven did not vote
at all. That is what he calls being against
14,

The BECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Don’t
vou know that the Prime Minister would
not let Queensland form a wheat pool?

Mr. Corser: It was open for Queen:zland
to come into the pool.

Mr. MOORE: It was open for you to
come in. We asked for it. I can show you
the correspendence in 1916.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTTRE: In 1817-
1818 it was refused by the Prime Minister.

Mr. MOORE: The year after, when the
growers wanted to come in, the Premier said
t was too late. The Quecnsland Govern-
ment was too shortsighted in its policy to
take advantage of the pool when it was first
offered. They did pot know whether it was
going to be¢ a suceess or not, and conse-
quently thought there might be a few votes
lost,

Mr. Harriey:
come 1In.

Mr. MOORE: I tell you that they wanted
to come in.

Mr. Harriey: After you made it too late
by vour own delay.

Mr. MOORE: The Government asked for
a referendum of the farmers at the busiest
time of the year.

Mr. HARTLEY :
Cunningham

i

The growers would not

The hon. member for
would not have it.

Mr. MOORE: The member for Cunning-
ham did not represent all the wheatgrowers
in Queensland. He did not know if it was
a good thing for the wheatgrowers of the
State or not. The Government were not
game to take it on themselves, and that was
why they sent round and had a referendum
of the farmers on the question.

A GoverxueNT MgMBER: The member for
Cunningham represents more wheatgrowers
than you do.

Mr. MOORE: It does not matter whether
I represent any wheatgrowers or mnot. I
have the interests of the farmers at heart,

and if I considered it a good

[4.30 p.m.] thing for the wheatgrowers to

go in for a pool, I would not
ask for a referendum, but would take the
responsibility on my own shoulders to go in.

Mr. HartLEy: Why didn’t you form a
wheat pool outside the Government?

Mr. MOORE: The Government are not
doing anything much in this really. (Inter-
jectlons.)

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MOORE: I am pleased to -see that
the Bill has been brought forward to-day.
The forming of a wheat board is a very
big thing. The Commonwealth Government
has come to the rescuc in the way of finance
in a great measure, and, although Quecns-
land did stand out in the past, they
now have the opportunity of securing the
assistance from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: When
did the Commonwealth Government make
arrangements in  connection with  their
money ?



Wheat Pool Rill.

Mr. MOORE:

. When the conference was
in Melbourne.

The SECRETARY vOR AGRICULTURE: Since
your deputation?

Mr. MOORE: VYes.

The SECRETARY 1OR AGRICULTTRE: The

Commonwealth Government made no arrange-
ment as regards the bs.

Mr. MOORE: They did. I say the
Queensland Government should have made
some arrangements when guaranteeing 8s.
per bushel as to how they were going to
pay it. Besides, the wheat harvest takes
place earlier in Queensland than it does
in the South. In Queensland, the harvest
had already started before this Government
commenced to do anything. It is no use
your saying, “Look at the wonders we
have done,” when the position is such as it is.

There are many things in the Bill which
want a good deal of discussion in Committec.
I would like to have seen. for instance, that
the board was made definite. The Minister
can put as many persons on it as he cares to.
We know that very often outside pressure
is brought to_bear on Ministers to put other
people on.  We want this pool to be run
by the growers. We do not want to run it
selfishly, but we do want the board to
consist of the men who grow and produce
the wheat—we want the pool run in the
way most profitable to these men.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You
said just now that you want it run by the
growers, and in the next breath you say you
want it run by the Government,

Mr. MOORE: We do not want the
Miinster to put on the board men who
have not the same objects in view as the
growers had in asking for the pool. °

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You
have my promise in regard to the board.

Mr. MOORE: I am quite agreeable to
accept the Minister’s promise, but we do
not know how long he is going to be
Minister. He may be overruled by Cabinet.
We have known Ministers to be overruled
by a vote in the caucus. Consequently, I
do mot think anything would have been
lost if it had been definitely stated in the
Bill whom the board was to consist of.
If it were to consist of five growers, a
financial expert, and a Government nominee
as chairman we would have been perfectly
satisfied. I do not suggest for a minute
that the Minister is going to break his
promise, unless any unforeseen circumstances
occur, but I think it would be much safer
to have it definitely stated.

We would also like to see a provision
made whereby if anything should happen
to a member of the board that the man who
is nominated in his stead should be a man

from the district which the first man
represents.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That

could not be laid down in the Bill.

Mr. MOORE: You can lay down anything
in the Bill in detail so that there will be
no misunderstanding. The farmers natur-
ally want to know where they are when
there 1s a wheat pool established. We
also think that all wheat should be accepted
by the pool. There is going to be a con-
siderable amount of unmillable wheat this
time—the estimates vary from 15 per cent.
to 25 per cent.—and if there is going to be
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4,500,000 bushels harvested, and bad weather
sets in, we may have 1,000,000 bushels of
inferior wheat. There should be some
arrangement made for this. Second quality
could be exported at a profitable price.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
would be tying the hands of the pool.

Mr. MOORE: It is not a question of
tying the hands of the pool. The board
is allowed to give exemptions for all second-
quality wheat, and it is only rcasonable that
when the pool is going to manage the wheat
business 1t should take the responsibility
of accepting all wheat, whether second or
milling; and, if there is going to be export
of second wheat, the pool would have the
opportunity of getting it down to Brisbane
in the most economical way, and of export-
ing it at the best price they can get. If
it is not suitable for milling in Queensland,
I do not think the Minister should see
anything unreasonable in providing for the

That

pool, or board, to do the best they can
with it.

Mr. HarTLEY: How would that affect the
price ? '

Mr. MOORE: Second-class wheat can be

sold in the East to-day at a better price
than fair average quality. It will mean a
bonus to be distributed by the pool among
the farmers. The pool undertakes to sell
in the best way they can. TIf it is all
going to be left to be sold in Queensland
as fodder, it is likely to create an unsatis-
factory position.

The SecreTarRY FoR PusLic LANDS: What
quantity of second-class wheat would there
be?

Mr. MOORE: I do mnot know that
definitely, but the Estimates show 15 per
cent. to 25 per cent.—it may be 20 per cent.
It may be about 1,000,000 bushels.

The SECRETARY FOor PUBLIC LaxDs:
about storage?

My, MOORE: Storage has to be provided
for the wheat, in any casce. There will have
to be stacks built. I think the Commissioner
for Reilways anticipates that stacks are to
be built at the various railway stations.
There is a good deal of storage available,
and besides, all the wheat is not going to
come in this month or next month; the last
of it may not be in until probably May or
Jun It is going to be a continual opera-
tion, and it won’t require such a vast amount
cf storage as would be required in New
South Wales, Therefore, the storage won't
be such a big item as the Government antici-
pate. I think it is very important that the
Minister should recognisc this question of
second class wheat. I think the Minister said
that compensation would probably be paid
regording grain sheds. The Commissioner
for Railways leased them to individuals or
co-operative companies to take them over,
and now that there seems to be an oppor-
tunity of, perhaps, recovering a little for
storage, they have to give them up; so I
think it only reasonable if the contract is
to be broken—I do not belicve in breaking
contracts if possible—but if it has to be
done, I think it would be better to see that
they have an opportunity of getiing com-
pensaticn to pay them for out of pockes
expenses and losses, I also think 1t is not
fair that the wheat should take up the whole
of the grain sheds to the exclusion of every-
thing else. These sheds were put up for

Mr. Moore.}
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grain sheds, and the men who arc growing
barley should have a portion of them for
the purpose of storing their crops. A lot
of barley comes in at the same time as the
wheat, and those men should have the same
opportunity of sheltering their crops as the
wheatgrowers have. We come to a clause,
then, that might causc a great deal of hard-
ship in some cases, and that is clause 18,
under which the Government will take out
their money first. As we know, some of
these wheat liabilities go back to 1902. Many
of them go back eight or nine years. It
says here that any mortgage which has been
incurred by a farmer since recciving an
advance from the Government shall not be
taken notice of until the Government’s claim
has been satisfied. The Government have
the right to take the whole or part of the
money to satisfy their claim. From this
year’s crop we say they should take only a
portion of their claim. "The Government’s
liens or mortgages are not registered, and a
man who lends money to a farmer cannot
tell whether he has received a loan from
the Government. He lends in good faith,
and then the Government are to be in a
position to step in and take the whele of the
proceeds of the wheat to clear their liability,
and leave these men in the lurch. It is only
a reasonable thing that the Gevernment
should be in the same position as these
other individuals; they should not have a
prior claim.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
not a hard and fast clause.

That is

Mr., MOORILE: If we can rely on the
Minister administering it in a fair and
rcasonable way there will be nothing to

complain about.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
rely on that.

Mr. F. A. Coorer
scheme.

Mr. MOORE: Considering it is the
scheme of the wheatgrowers, they are quite
prepared to carry 1t out in the best way
that they can. They do not want the Minis-
ter to step in and take the whole of the
procoeds.  We know perfectly well that
District Court summonses were issued against
certain men, and they were put in a state

You can

Considering it 1s our

of anxiety when they had nothing with
which to pay.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You

must admit that some of them who could
pay would not pay.

Mr. MOORE : I admit some of them could
pav; and there are some of them the
Government will never get anything out of.
1 do not agree with any farmer getting out
of his liabilities. I do not want the Govern-
ment to give them those. I only want
reasonable treatment. If an individual comes
to the assistance of a farmer and helps him
to get his crop, he should not have to take
a back seat to the Government. There Is a
clause here the Minister did not touch on,
and I would like an explanation about it—
clause 23. If there is no price fixed, how
can there be a difference between the price
fixed and that stated in the notification? It
seems to be a most oxtraordinary clause. The
Minister has put it in for some particular
purpose, I suppose.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The
object of that clause is to prevent cornering
in wheat, bran, and pollard.

[Mr. Moore.
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Mr. MOORE: There can be no cornering
in wheat when all the wheat has to go
through the pool: and there is no other fixa-
tion of prices. The sclling price is fixed, and
it has to be sold to the mills by the board. I
do not know what that clause is for.

Mr. Harteey: The purchasing price to the
farmer is fixed, but the selling price from
the wheat board outward is not fixed, under
this Bill.

Mr. MOORE: All the expenses have to
come off the 9s. a bushel, and this is what
has to ke charged to the miller. The Premicr
said the price of flour is not to go up. If
the board 1s going to charge 10s., 1ls., or
12s. it would go up. We consider, also,
that the price should be paid at country
railway sidings, not at seaboard rates.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
is the basis of all Southern pools.

Mr. MOORE : The man growing wheat at
Roma will be in a worse position than the
one growing it at Toowocomba. We think
the farmers should get the same price all
over Queensland. The man who happens to
be far away from civilisation growing wheat
should not he penalised because of that, but
should get the same price as the man who
happens fo be close to the coast. I do not
know whether the whole of the rates have
to be pooled before the final dividend is
made—shether the lboard takes all the

That

wheat and deduects all the charges. We have
a differential svitem of railway rates for
wheat and flower coming down. There is

going to be a good deal of difficulty when
vou have a place where one mill can secll
their flour in Brisbane a good deal cheaper
than another. A seaboard basis in Too-
woomba and a seaboard basis in Roma is
the difference in the railway freights.

Mr. Perersox: Do you think the Too-
woomba grower would agrec to that sugges-
tion of yours as against the Roma grower?

2r. MOORE: T think so: yes.

My, Perzrsox: It will mean a reduction
for him if the expenses have to come out of
the pool.

Mr. MOORE: Of course, it will mean a
slight reduction. Tt is not a question of one
wheatgrower getting ahead of another wheat-
grower. We have gone into this co-operutive
pool, and all we want is fair treatment for
all the growers, but the Bill is framed in
such a way that it appears that there may
be discrimination. This matter is one which
should he very carefully watched. The board
will have a very hard task in front of them,
and we should see®hat what they have to do
is clearly stated in the Bill. We want fto
show the Minister that with our assistance
he can probably make this Bill a better Bill
than it is at the present time, and I hope
the hon. gentleman will be reasonable when
the measure goes into Committee. I trust he
will accept reasonable amendments from this
side of the House. I hope he will not take
up the attitude with regard to any clause
that the provision has been introduced by
the Government and cannot be altered. The
objeet of thiz House should be to make the
Bill the best possible Bill that it can be
made.

Mr. HarTLEY:
the worker.

It will be a bad Bill for
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Mr. MOORE:
into this Bill

Mr. ITARTLEY :
afterwards.

Mr. MOORE: The Bill deals with wheat-
growers, and we want to make it a satisfac-
tory Bill.

Mr. Wrir: Gur men want to be protected
as well as your men.

Mr. MOORE: The men the hon. member
refers to are protected, as they have a
guarantec that their wages will be raised as
the cost of living goes up. When the butter-
makers asked for an increase in the price
paid them for their butter, certain persons
ohjected to their getting any increase, as
txat might affect the workers,

Mr. Wer: I am not taking exception tc
you getting an increased price if you can
prove that an increase 1s nccessary.

Mr. MOORE: Therc is no need to prove
the case. If a body of men apply for an
incres in wages, we wWo not find the
employers and persons outside coming in
and cndeavouring to prevent them getting
what they desire by cross-examining their
witnesses. Why, then, should they object to
butter-makers getting an increase in the
price pald them for their commodity? Who
produces the butter?

Mr. WEIR: We eat it.

Mr. MOORE: That is true, and every time
an endeavour is made to increase the price
you endeavour fo cut down the price.

Mr. Werr: No, we don’t. What reason
is there for increasing the price of butter
at the present time?

Mr. MOORE: A judge in New South
Wales has reported that the cost of produc-
tion has gone up, and that on that account
the butter-makers should get an increased
price for their manufacture in order that
they may make a living. But we all know
which way the sympathies of the Governmens
lean, and which way the sympathies of the
price-fixers go.

The SccreTsRY rOR AGRICULTURE: That is
very unfair; it is a reflection on the price-
fixers, who are more honourable men than
you are.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MOORE: An hon. member opposite
says that the workers are coming into this
question of fixing the price of wheat.

Mr. Hartoey : That is not the point. The
worker is going to come in where he is
affected by the price fixed.

Mr. MOORE: That is not what vou said.

The SPEAKER: Order!
ber must address the Chair.

Mr. MOORE : I think I should be allowed
to reply to an interjection. However, I have
not much more to say on the second reading
of the Bill. I hope that when the measure
goes into Committee the Minister will accept
reasonable amendments, because amendments
can be made in the Bill which will make its
provisions plainer and more easily workable.
I do not supposc that the Minister is going
on with the Bill in Committee this afternoon.

The SEcrETaARY FOR AGRICULTURE: By
special request, the Bill is going through this
evening.

Mr. MOORE: That is not stated on the
business-paper, and we on this side certainly

1920—r

The worker does not come

The worker will come in

The hon. mem-
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did not expect that procedure to be followed.
If the Minister is really so auxious to get
the measure through to-night, I do not sup-
pose there will be any difficulty in getting it
through, but I think members should have
a reasonable opportunity to amend the Bill.
I did not expect that the Committee stage
would come on until somc time next week.
The Council have adjourned till Wednesday
next, so that there need be no violent hurry
to pass the Bill this evening.

The SECRETARY TOR AGRICULTURE: We want
to get the Bill through without delay.

Mr. MOORE: Of course, we understand
that; but I would ask why should the pas-
sage ¢f the Bill be hurried in the way sug-
cested when the Council have adjourned till
Wednesday? There is no need for the hon.
gentleman to try to make political capital
out of a Bill of this kind, which has been
introduced for the benefit of the wheat-
growers. We on this side of the House are
trying to assist the Government in every way
we possibly can to make it a good Bill, and
1 ask the Minister to be reasonable and to
accept reasonable amendments.

Mr. VOWLES: With regard to the state-
ment of the Minister, I should like to say
that I know nothing of a request to put the
Biil through this evening. After the formal
business was dealt with, the Premier asked
me if we would be prepared to put this
Bill through this evening, and I told him
“No.” 1If the hon. gentleman in charge of
the measure has any arrangement to make
with regard to that matter, he should make
it. through me. This Bill was brought for-
ward at the request of members of the
Opposition, including myself, and that fact
has been stated to the House by the Minister.
A meeting of represcntatives of wheat-
growers took place in Toowoomba some time
Dack. and certain resolutions were agreed to
by those representatives. Afterwards, by
arrangement, a deputation from those repre-
sentatives met the Premier and the Secretary
for Agriculture in Brisbane. The deputation
submitted to those gentlemen the resolutions
passed by the vrepresentatives of the
arowers, and discussed with them the details
of what they considered should be the consti-
tution and work of the wheat pool. We made

it fairly clear that we were not

[5 p.m.} there with any political intention,

but for the purpose of trying to
face the position which had arisen, and for
which no provision had been definitely made,
and, knowing that the Government was
harassed as far as the financial position was
concerned, we thought we could put an
alternative scheme to them which would be
worth while. Tt has been stated by the
Secretary for Agriculture that the mention
through the public Press that a guarantee
for this vear’s wheat yield was the means of
the crop being increased. I shall be very
pleased to know that it is so, but I would like
to remind the Minister that, when he was
asked in May last to provide further seed
wheat for the farmer, he said that the time
was too late, because any grain grown from
that wheat sown in May would only be good
for fodder. The promise of this guarantee
was only made in June, so I do not see how
one statement is consistent with the other.
However, we are not here to quarrel over this
thing, or to make any political capital out
of the matter; all we want to do is to help
the Minister to settle the conditions and the

Mr. Vowles.]
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terms of the Bill, so that it will be a work-
able one and suitable to the farmer.

I am sorry that the Bill does not make
provision for the number of persons who
arc to constitute the board, although, strange
to say, it tells us a little later on that a
quorum of the board shall be three mem-
bers: it does not tell us the number of
members or who are to constitute the hoard.
I cau quite understand that there is a rcason
for that, because, although on the face of it
this measurc is put on ths statute-hook for
this scason, and for wheat, yet in a certain
class of Bill provision is made whereby the
Governor in Council, bv proclamation, can
adopt this Bill for any future season, and I
think the reason why the individual names
are not mentioned is because there will be
a change made; but, at any rate, I think
the number and their qualifications should be
definitely stated. In the request put before
the department and the Minister, we asked
that there should be a Commission of seven,
five of whom should be farmers, one particu-
larly being a representative of the co-opera-
tive institution in Warwick, and I hope that,
as the Minister said that he was going to
take a good decal of notice of what the
deputation wanted, he will see that that
part of the Bill is worded so as to meet, as
far as possible, the views of the farmers.
There are one or two little things T would
like to place before the MMinister, as it will
save delay in the Committer stages, First
of all. it is provided that the whole of the
wheat crop of Queensland is acquired under
the Bill. It provides, on page 3, that “all
wheat shall be delivered to the hoard or
their authorisnd agents.” Clause 9 states—

“The board shall not refuse to accept
from any grower any wheat of fair
average quality {not being old whest or
blended wheat), provided that such wheat
is delivered in accordance with this Act.”

That only refers to a certain class or quality
of wheat, f.a.q. wheat, and there is an infer-
ence there now that the board is not bound
to accept any wheat other than f.a.q. wheat.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I do not
think that is so.

Mr. VOWLES: That view of the matter
secmed to be taken by one of the Ministors,
on the ground that it was not desirable
because it would take up too much of the
space required for millable wheat. If you
do not do that when you get a little whe=t
just below f.a.q., and are going to leave it
open to indircriminats sales, then vou are
going to leave possible the jobbing about of
that wheat which subscquently may be
released for milling. T think it is desivable
that no wheat should be allowed out of the
pool except for gristing purposes. and should
be reserved for export, because I think there

is a market for 1t to-day. Then provision
is made wherebr growers may exchange
wheat with other growers for seed wheat

purposes, I do not see that any provision
1s made in the Bill whereby the licensed
sellers of sced under the Pure Sceds Aect
have the power to deal in sced wheat, I
do not know whether that is intended. If
that power is extended to them—and I do
not think it is there—the question arises
whether it is possible for them to buy sced
wheat and sell it at a price about the price
of millable wheat. It appears that they arve
now prohibited from doing that. I would
like the Minister to inquire as to whether

[Mr. Vowles.
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seed vendors, if they have that power of
selling as vendors of seed wheat, can sell

at a price up to 9s, which is both the
minimum and maximum price.  When the
deputation came to Brisbanc guaranteed

price was going to be 8s. per bushel. I do
not think the Minister would have becen at
that deputation at all if it had not been
that we stopped him in Brisbane by specisi
request. He discussed the situation which
would arise under the scheme, but while he
15 away down South it was decided that
it would be more equitable ro fix the mini-
mum price for millable wheat at s
bushel,  Our request was that 8s. a bush
should be the minimum price, but i
the general price.

in distant

as to whether growe places
cshould be saddled with the whole of the

freight on their wheat. or what would be
cquivalent to the cost of removing their wheat
to the seaport. In my clectorate we are
50 miles on the western side of Toowoomba.
The wheat is bought on the basis of delivery
on the rails, or at the flour mill in Dalby.
Why should those growers be charged with
the cost of freight from Dalby to Brisbane
and sending it back again, because I pre-
sume that that will have to be charged too?
Why should thew be charged with that price,
when they, and the millers, too, are penalised
by the fact that the millers in the Warwick
district have a preferential rate and can sell
at Bs. a ton cheaper in Warwick than the
Dalby mill can sell at in Toowoomba, stmply
Lecause the direct line from here to Sydney
is in competition with the boat service and
thev receive a prefevential rate as agiinst us.

The hon. member for Aubipn: ha= referved
to the advances made by the Government in
the past, and the liem which the XIinister
may have over the funds of the wheat pool
to the prejudice of other persons’ security.
In the first place, the grain sheds which have
heen erccted through the country have not
been erected solely for the purpose of storing
wheat, and where arrangements have heen
entered into for the leasing of them, T think
that there should be mno repudiation of
existing leaces, If there is to be sny altera-
tion in the term of those leases, therc should
be reasonable compensation. At the same
time some provision should be made so that
other crops can be housed as well as wheat
in those places where the properties exist.

The other matter is the claim of the
Government to be paid now for money
advanced in the past in vespect to sced
wheat and for ploughing. We know that in
many cases advances have been made up to
seven and ecight—even nine—years ago, and
the pavments have not been returned to the
Glovernmient, for the reason that the crops
have failed in succession. Now that the crops
are coming on and there is going to be a
return to the farmer, the Government ask
that they should have the right in the first
place, if they so desire, to step in and claim
their pound of flesh, even above sccurities
—such as crop liens—which have been regis-
tered. I must say that it is not a question
of taking the lot, because the clause says—

“ The board shall treat the amount of
such advance, or such part thereof as
the Minister may demand, as a first
charge upon all moneys which may be
payahle to such grower by the board.”

I take it, from the remarks of the Minister,
that he is going to be moderate in his
demands and not unreasonable. I sincerely
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hope that that will prove to be correct,
because this Bill will be the authority for
future pools, since power to revive the pool
by proclamation is contained in it. I think
that that clause is going to have a very
detrimental effect on the production of wheat.
No boni fide mortgagee will be entitled to
come along in the future and lend a farmer
money for the purpose of growing a crop
if he should happen to be in that unhappy
position that he owes money borrowed in the
past from the Crown. Can you expect a
private individual to come along and find
the seed and the money for harvesting when
he knows that when the money for the crop
is at hand it may be taken from them by
a person who has never been rcgistered as a
mortgagee, and who has never given notice
to him to give him a claim against the
fermer or the land?

Mr. Wrir: How do you treat vour clients?

Mr. VOWLES: Fairly.
My, Werr: That is a change.

Mr, VOWLES: I am not going to be led
off the track by the hon. member. I know
that if we tallk at one another there is likely
to be a clash. I am trying this afternoon
to deal with the interests of the farmers.

My, HarTLEY : What sort of a farmer are

you?
Mr. VOWLES: I am a pretty good sort
of farmer. So far as I can see, the only

farmers appear to be on the other side of
the Chamber. T heard one gentleman offer-
ing to take somebody on at woodchopping.
Well, T know something about that, and if
he likes to have an exhibition with a little
silver coin collection for the hospital I am
prepared to see it through. (Laughter.) But
we are getting away from the question—
and I notice that when one is getting on to
something in which there is a good deal of
soundness the friends of the Government
come along to lead vou off the track. That
principle embodied in the Bill will prevent
the farmer from being financed i the future,
unless some definite arrangement can be made
between the farmer and the Gosernment in
respect to his other liabilities. Here the
faunms have undertaken to pay; in many
cases the lenders have promissory notes, and
in other cases they have taken out }udgment<
hut have never attompted to pubt them into
cifect or recalise their debts; they have
allowed them to be considered as to some
extent abandoned. Now another individual
has come along—I know many cases where
farmers have been financed for the purpose of
getting their crops off and into the bags—
and the man who has pald the money has
to play second fiddle to the {overnment,
which has had a dobt lying dormang for
some vears which they have never attempted
to collect. But since thev see an opportunity
of getting their money because a pool 1is
being formed——

Mr. WaRBex: They never collected it
because they were too poor.

Mr. VOWLES: It was never
before the election, anyhow. I agree with
the hon. member for Aubigny that this is
mainlv a Commiftee Bill, and when it gets
into (‘ommltteo we propose to move certain
amendments. I did hope that we would get
some explanation from the Minister. He
tells us that it is all right. Probably it is.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : What do
you want?

)

mentioned

[19 NOVEMBER.]

Wheat Fool Bill. 147

Mr. VOWLES: I want to know, for
instance, whether the Bill covers all the wheat
or not? Surely that should be made very
definite,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTTRE:
think there shouid be no discretion in the
board at all?

Mr. VOWLES: The board has a certain
diseretion as to seed wheat. 1 understand
that about 300,000 bushels will be required
for seeding purposcs, and if the farmers like
to exchange 1t amongst themselves without
its coming into the hands of the pcol, they
may do so by permit, but if the pool is
going to aciuire the whole of the wheat 1t
should be definitely stated. If the board is
not bound to accept anvthing but fair wverage
quality wheat, that also should be stated
definitely.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTTRE: In other
words, it should not be left to the discretion
of the board?

Mr. VOWLES : If it is not definitely stated
in the Bill there is a strong inference that it
is intended to acquire only wheat that is
suitable for milling purposes. I want thesc
matters cleared up now; the hoard should
not be entitled to settle that matter, for
instance. We are giving them certain
powers. We say to them, “ We give you
stdtutmv authorlrv to obtain the whole of
the wheat harvested in Queensland. You
have to pay., for fair average quality wheat,
9s. a bushel, less oeltam charges, and carry
on and clear up.” Anything ander that
quality they have to market at the best price
DOQSIb]e*thnt was the request to thie Minister

7 the deputation, and that is_what we were
fold was going to be done. Now it ¢ppears
that it is being left to the discretion of the
board. and in that case you are going to
get imo an unhappy position where wheat
approaches almost to fair avérage quality. If
there iz no rcady market it may get into
the hands of millers and be gristed for food
and sold at a higher price. It is in order
to obviate that position and put the matter
fairlx clearly, that I am putting these matters
before the House, If the Minister can give
an explanation of the matter at this stage,
probably it will save a good deal of time
when we get into Committec.

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): 1 am
sorry that matters not altogether relevant to
the very important matter before the House
this afternoon have been introduced into
the debate. I can assure the House that
this in no way represents the very happy
state of things that existed when the matter
was introduced to the notice of the Chief
Secrctary and the Minister. There was not
then a sign of a discordant note, and I think
it is to bc lcgletted somewhat that matters
not quite in line with the subject of the
wheat pool were introduced here this after-
noon at all.

Do you

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: That is Mr.
Moore.
Mr. G. P. BARNES: I am not going to

attach blame to anyone in that connection,
but I do sav that this matter is so important
and is so tar removed from being a party
question, and was so treated in that spirit
by the deputation, that there is no need for
this divergent thought. The main thing is
to set to work and make the wheat pool
just as big a success as it can possibly be,
in the intevests mot only of the grower but
also of the consumer. I think, pelhaps, I

Mr. G. P. Barnes.)
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should clear up one or two matters before
I get right on to the questinn at issue. The
quLstlon of the right or wrong of not going
into last year’s pool 1s a metter on which
the people have a very divided opinion. All
the 1eople on the Downs were distinctly
opposed to the formation of a pool last year,
and I think they showed their wisdom,
because they did very much better, on
account of the limited supply of grain last
year, in having nothing to do with a pool.
But what is the position to-day and What
hd, b&El the position for many months past?
Largely due to the good Oﬁlceb of the Depart.
ment of Agriculture, wheat was secured
during the latter months of the year at a
rate equal to Ts. 8d., but our people would
not have heen content with Ts. 8d. They
have done very much better, and whilst T
cannot say for ‘the moment what the average
puce paid to the Queensland grower for last
year’s wheat really was, I .do “know that the
wheat standing in our null to-day, reserved
with the object of having old wheat to mix
with the new, cost the firm 9s. 4d. per bushel.
so that you will understand the farmers
decided distinetly in their own favour in
having nothing to do with a wheat pool last
year. But the only thing that could be done
this year was to foll(m out the wgﬂestlon
for the formation of a pool, and, cxcept in
perhaps just an odd mstan(c 1 know of no
one against the pool. The growers were
gratified, of course, that the Government
came along with a guarantee of 8s. per
bushel, but in no instance does the grower
think that the Government ran any stupen-
dous risk in giving such a guarantee.

Mr. IHamriry: Was the formation
wheat pool part of your poliey?

My, G. P. BARNES: I cannot say that it
was.  When the Premisr and Minister for
Agriculture were approached on this ques-
txon they wisely suggested that they would
likke to know what the mind of the people
in the country was with regard to it. What
wits done then? Those who had sufficient
interest in the matter went over the land.
I went to as many meetings as I could and
addressed the farmers, as I did during the
election, and enlightened them regarding
what had taken place in connection with the
deputation and the wisdom or otherwise of
the formation of a pool. The only question
discussed at those meetings was the forma-
tion of a pool, and at those meetings I heard
no dissentient voice; but, strangely enough,
when I was in Warwick, after having visited
Brisbane, the very first man who came across
me denounced me and everyone else for
having anything to do with the formation
of a pool. I am glad the Minister referred
to the fact that the best way to encourage
the growing, not only of wheat, but of every
other commodity, is to see that the farmer
receives a full reward for his labour. I
do not want to introduce one thought that is
of a discordant nature, but that is just
where this party and those opposite have
disagreed. We say that the man on the
land who has to contend with weather con-
ditions and pests has a right to receive the
full reward of his labour. He has no fixed
wages. If you like to go back for several
yvears, so far as wheat 1s concerned, you will
find that he received nothing in return for
his work, and if he is going to get a fair
thing this year, even then he is not going
to get what would have been due to him

had he been paid ordinary wages. That is
what hon. members opposite ought to remem-
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ber.  Although he may get a big price for
his product, in many instances it may still
mean a loss to him. If a man gets a high
price for his produce it doea not say he is
getting rich. I think, from some interjec-
tions I heard just now, there is a thoughb
that the price to be obtained for wheat this
year is excessive, and that in conseguence
the consumer may have to pay a higher
price for his loaf. I scarcely see how it
would have been possible to give a lower
price than that fixed upon, that is if a fair
and righteous thing is to be done to the
man who produces. I do mnot think an
excessive price for the loaf of bread is going
to be the case during the present year. We
have to remember that our distance from the
markets of the world, with the high freights
at present ruling, is the heaviest handicap
our producers can possibly have, and that
is where the consumer comes in. Distance
makes the Australian parity the lowest
parity of any country in the world.

Mr. DBULCOCK :
six months’ time?

Mr, ¢. P. BARNES: I do not know,
Why, then, should the consumer be afraid
when he is protected to the cxient he is?
According to the Prime Xinister, the whole
wheat crop of Auctmhu could be “sold to- day
for 10s. a bushel, and we do know that some
sales have been made of “hcat equal to 13s.
a bushel abroad. As fav as I am concerned,
I would advise the formation of a pool,
because a flat rate may turn out best, but
if it were my own personal matter I would
seize the opportunity there is to-day, and

What will be the price in

say that the farmer shouid enjoy expors
parity for his wheat. That would be the
right thing. You are ready to

[6.30 p.an.] ha\e export parity when the man

is helpless and cannot heip him-
self, but you are not prepared to have export
pautv when values are high. According to
the law of averages, the thing will nght
itself in the end, “and that is why I think
that the law of <upply and demand should
regulate these things. As far as I can see,
1 think that values will be lower towards the
end of the year.

The SECRETARY FOR  AGRICULTURE:
fully expect that, don’t you?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I am irclined to
believe that. It is on that score that I
advocated the other day, when speaking to
the Minister, that we should seize the oppor-
tunity of wcttmg rid of our stuff as soon as
pO.,Slb]e and getting the highest value wr
could for it. T believe it would be a wise
thing to do that. This year there wili be a
fair proportion of the wheat grown in
Queensland which will not be willable at all.
ihL man on the land knows how difficult it
is to harvest all his wheat in millable con-
dition. Anyone going through the whest
districts will see the tangled condition of
the wheat areas, :—md in some cases a farmer
wants the heart of a lion to undertake the
job of sifting the wheat. A good deal of
it will be found to be not millable at all,
and it would be a right thing to sce that
all that wheat is pooled. Every bit of it
should be taken in hand and exporied with
the least possible delay if markets can be
secured for it.

Mr. Burcock: Has it not to be graded?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: That is a very per-
tinent question. I am inclined to think that

You
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in dealing eventually with that class of

wheat it may be cssential to grade it, and

see that it is all sent cut as an even sample,
Mr. Brrcockx: The board would do that.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The men who have
been sclected to represent the farmors ars
the men who will suit the farmers and will
look after their intercsts in every way. Thev
will see that the interests of the growers
are protected, and the best results will be
brought about for their benefit.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTTRE: If that is
0, you agrec that they should be given a
certain amount of discretion ?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Ido. T am inclined
to think that the Bill gives them a very wide
discretion. I do not think there should be
any limitations regarding the reception of
wheat that might be of an inferior naturo.
That should be taken into account. Every-
where that 1 addressed meetings the people
spoke to e in that connection. Provision
will require to be made by those in the busi-
neis to take the wheat to the port or to the
spot where it is to be dealt with. Akin to
that is the question of the appointment of a
manager by the Government. They want a
man for this position with full business know-
ledge. He must have a knowledge of ship-
ping gererally, and also a knowledge of the
markets of the world, particularly the East-
ern markets. Unless we get a manager who
has the insight and foresight and general
knowledge, we are going to find it difficult
to deal with a great deal of the wheat. If
the wheat is wisely and faithfully handled,
then it will be the means of bringing to the
growers dividends in excess of the 8s. per
bushel that has been guaranteed. A discus-
sion tock place a little while ago regarding
the pooling conditions generally. I take it
that the 9. per bushel will be the price paid
by every miller, no matter at what centre
the wheat 1s railed. As some of the wheat
will have to be supplied to the mills on the
Downs, the millers there will need to be
‘allowed railage on that portion of the wheat
which is sent there, otherwise they will be
at a disadvantage compered with the Bris-
bane millers. If they ‘are not allowed the
railage, the millers on the Downs will have
to shut up, and that will mean that a large
number of people in the State will not be sup-
plied with flour. The cost of railage is not as
great as some hon. members might imagine.
The long-distance freights are exceedingly
low as compared with the short distances,
Take districts such as Yangan and Swan
Creek; the railage from there to Brishbane
is 12s. per ton. From Goondiwindi to War-
wick, a distance of 139 miles, the railage is
13s. 6d. per ton, so no great Injustice is
going to be done to the wheatgrowers who
live at greater distances. The pool will have
to he extremely careful as tc how they
handle wheat at a distance. It would be
better to send the wheat direct to the spot
where it is to be used. For instance, the
railage on wheat from Inglewood to War-
wick is 8s. 2d. per ton, while from Inglewood
to Brisbane it is only 13s. If, however, the
wheat is first railed to Warwick end sub-
sequently sent on to Brisbaue, the cost will
he something like £1 0s. 2d. per ton. So
that it will be wise to decide early in the
day that all wheat should be sent direct to
the spot where it will be gristed into flour.
The same thing applies to Toowcomba and
Roma. 1In the Roma district they will have
a particularly small crop this year, and it
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may transpire that they will require all the
wheat grown in the Roma district for their
own consumption. But from CGoeondiwindi,
where there is no mill, the wheat will
gravitate to Brishane,

Mr. MoreaN: Warwick should be the head
centre for the Goondiwindi wheat.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: In New South Wales
they are a long way ahead of us in the
matter of sending wheat to different centres.
They take that into consideration. In the
event of wheat, say, from Goondiwindi or
Inglewood, being consigned to Warwick,
when it is dealt with again that is taken
into consideration, and the difference then
works out at only a matter of Is. psr ton.
That is how they do it in New South Wales,
but we have no such liberal arrangement.
If that could be brought about, then that
difficulty is sclved.

The farmer has been anticipating 5s. as
cash denosit on his wheat, and I know, on
account of the extreme cosh of harvesting
this year, that less than 5s. is disappointing

to him. He is to receive 2s. 6d. on delivery
and 2s. 6d. in four months’ time, or on 30th
April.  That certificate can be discounted.

Several members of the House and myself
vesterday approached a bank to ascertain
what would be the actual discount on such
a bill, and we find that it would amount to
about two-thirds of 1d. per bushel; so the
charge is not going to be a very great one.
I think I mentioned this matter to the
Minister, but if the banks, as well as the
merchants and others, will only come to
the rescue in this matter and discount at
that rate, the farmer is not going to com-
plain. Effort: are being made—and I trust
successfullv—in the direction of getting a
further advance on the remaining 3s. per
bushel, and I ‘o nct think thers should be
any great difficulty in obtail_rung it; at any
rate, the financial institutions are being
approached in that direction, and we have
good reason to hope that what is desired
will be accomplished.

I have been asked if I think with regard
to wheat purchased in March the second
instalment will be paid on 30th April. I

imagine, from the way in which it has
been put, that, whether a man delivers
wheat in November, December, January,

February, or March he will receive the first
2s. 6d., yand then the other 2s. 6d. on 30th
April. The Commonwealth undertake that,
That is the way I read it, otherwise I should
imagine a statement would have been made
to the effect that 2s. 6d. would be paid on
delivery and 2s. 6d. in four months’ time,
or 120 days. But 120 days is not mentioned.
The Commonwealth, under the pool agree-
ment, are making their second instalment
payable to everyone who delivers fair
average quality wheat on 30th April. That
is how I read it. The powers under the }3111,
as already stated, seem to be very consider-
able. I am not sure whether the board will
have power to deal with the export of flour,
bran, and pollard. Perhaps the Minister
cannot be too clear on that—it may be a
matter of consultation with others. But
there is evidently a trade that can be done
in flour, and I think in bran and pollap_d,
with the South Seas, and perhaps with
Eastern nations, which would enable us to
realise a very much higher price in the
aggregate for our crop than otherwise, and
furnish a better dividend for the people or

for the grower.
Mr.G. P. Barnes.]
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I desire to cmphasise, once more, the
wisdom of all wheat of every grade coming
into the pool. It would be manifestly wrong
and injurious if by auny means any portions
are cut off and allowed to filter into the
markets anyhow at all. You have already
evidence of that. New wheat is being sold
in the market to-day at 8s. 7d. per bushel,
and the grower will receive probably only
within Is. of that when expenses have been
deducted.

A GoverNuENT MEMBER: It is being sold
at 8s. 3d.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I am told it is
8s. 3d.

Mr. Brorcocx: Does that figure include
the profiteering charges?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Oh, no! No one
works for nothing these days. T have
never known even a member of Parliament
to work for mnothing; they all want to be
reimbursed  for their services—even the
middleman, or even the State agency. How-
ever, I do not know what total charges the
grower would have to pay, but out of that
8s. 3d. he possibly will only receive 7s. 3d.
The hon. member for Dalby and other mem-
bers who have spoken referred to many
matters which T think I need not touch upon.
Most _of the other matters can be dealt
with better in Committee. when opportunity
will be given for the introduction of amend-
ments. [ am very glad that the Government
have shown such expedition in bringing
forward this Bill to-day. They have lost no
time, and I hope all members on this side
will rally to the assistance of the Minister
to push this matter through as quickly as
possible. I am advised by letter to-day that
the wheat will be rolling 'in at any moment,
and we are not ready for it. It only means
a week’s fine weather and the pool will
have to be at worlk; and it cannot get to
work until this Bill is a completed thing.
Regulations will have to follow, because I
imagine there is a great deal outside what
is in this Bill; there is a good deal of fixing
up to do, which will take time, and there
is not an hour to lose. The wheat is being
threshed, and until the whole of the arrange.
ments are completed farmers will hesitate
what to do. Thousands of bags are being
stripped, and much of it is lying in the
open.  Some of the wheat might find its way
to the wrong centre, and that is going to
interfere finally—because it will be a frst
charge against the 9s.—with the ultimate
dividend to be paid to the grower.

Mr. MORGAN: I am in a different posi-
tion to a great number of those who repre-
sent wheat-growing  distriets. There is a
certain amount of wheat grown in my
electorate, cne district being in the Goondi-
windi portion and the other in the Miles and
Dulacea districts.  Only recently I received
a letter from a representative of a number
of wheatorowers asking me to oppose the
formaticn of this pool. I do not fecl in any
way justified in opposing the pool, as I am
not able fo suggest anvthing better for these
people.  Why they want me to opnose the
pool T caunot understand. In my opinion,
the only thing for the wheatgrower of
Quecnsland. so far as this season is concerneds
is the formation of a pool: it is the only
wayv in which he will be likely to get the
true value for the wheat he has grown.

I have gone carefully into this Bill and
I have come to the conclusion it will be
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necessary to introduce certain amendments
before it will be satisfactory to the majority
of the wheatgrowers of Queensland. I admit
that, generally, speaking, the Bill is very
fine ; but, like all Bills, it is necessary to have
it discussed first of all on the second reading,
and eventually in Committee to have amend-
ments moved and to decide whether they
are satisfactory or not. I hope and trust the
Minister will not, under any consideration
whatever, make this a party Bill. All the
representatives of the wheat areas of Queens-
land are on this side of the House.

Mr. SyiTH: You are commencing to make
the Bill a party matter yourself.

Mr. MORGAN: No. I admit I made one
error, because the hon. member for Maranoa
is representative of a very large wheat-
growing area.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Toowoomba
is the centre of a large wheat-growing area.

Mr. MORGAN: Toowoomba is only a
town. I hope everyr member will try to
malke this as satisfactory as possible from all
points of view, in order to give the people
forming the pool the opportunity of carry-
ing out the measure with as little friction
as possible so that eventually it might be a
suceess, Amendments  coming  from the
Opposition are generally not taken into con-
sideration  at  all Some Ministers say
“ Accept nothing from the Opposition, no
matter what it may be. If it comes from
the Government benches, well and good.” 1
hope that will be departed from on this occa-
sion. T want to draw the attention of the
Minister to clause 3.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
her will not be in order in dealing with the
Rill in detail.

Mr. MORGAN : I want to draw the atten-
tion of the Minister to a statement made by
himself which may be misleading—that this
Bill applies only to the 1920-21 crop. There
is a proviso In this Bill which gives the
Governor in Council power, if so desired, to
extond this Bill to crops for other periods.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Do you
not think that is a wise provision?

Mr. MORGAN: No., I do not. Tf it is
necessars to extend the Bill to cover other
vears, Parliament should decide the ques-
tion: it should not be left entirely to the
Governor in Council. We are agrecable, on
behalf of the wheatgrowers, to approve of
the Bill for this particular year: but I do
not know if the farmers have been asked
whether they are in favour of this Bill being
extended vear after year. T am very doubt-
ful if they would be. Then, regarding the
number of men who are to comprise the
board. There is no objection to the Minister
stating in the Bill definitely that five shgmﬂ
represent the growers. one the firancial
institutions, and the other the Government.
I think the Bill should state that the board
shall consist of seven members. Regarding
the remuneration of members of the board,
I do not think it should be left to the
Minister. He should be glad to get out of
the necessity for fixing the remuneration, In
fact. this is one of the questions asked when
vou go amongst the farmers—what remuner-
ation are the members of the wheat board
going to obtain? T think the Bill should
state what pavments the board are to be
entitled to. We have done it in other
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: When we had a Bill in connection
with the Agricultaral Bank, we stated what
remuneration the trustees should be paid, and
the same thing should apply in connection
with this particular Bill. )

(Sitting suspraded between 6 pom. and 7 pom.)

. Mr. MORGAN (rontinuing): The Mini<ter
in charge of this= Bill made the remark that
rninent have done more for
ard to wheatgrowing than any
1 tration. I remcwmber that
i 1914, when the great war broke

matteors.

out. the members of swhat was
then known at the “ Farmers’

party ”’ waited on the Denham Government
and asked them to take certain action with
the view of encouraging the farmers fo g0
in for the cultivation of wheet. The result
of that intervicwy was that the Denbau
Government not only provided the farmers
with seed wheat, buf also agreed to advance
them up to £1 per acre to enable them to
proceed with wheat cultivation, Unfortun-
ately. in 1915 there was a drought, and
though many farmers had sown wheat, very
few crops matured, and very little wheat was
harvested, L4

Mr. HLarTIEY: What price did Messrs.
Denham and Barnes pay the farmers for
their wheat?—4s. 6d. per bushel,

Mr. MORGAN: That was not the fault
of the Denham Covernment,

‘Thg SICRETARY YOR AGRICULTTRE: What i
the title of the Act under which that assisi.
ance was given?

Mr. MORGAN: T do not think there wes
any Act passed dealing with the mattor
The Government acted on a Cabinet minute,
and the matter did not come before the
House. I dare say the Under Secretary of
the department will remeraber the matter. as
I interviewed him in regard to it on soveral
occasions.  The Cabinet decided to advance
the farmer: an amount up to £1 per acre
for the cuitivation of the land. Somoe of
mqt monay, I vegret to sax, has not been
paid, and still owing to the Government.
There iz ene provision in this Bill which
will enable the Government to take from
farmers any amounts due for advances made
to thew bv the Government during manv
vears. T do not think that is fair, and in
my opinioun  that provision should he
amended.  Certainly. T do not think it is fair
that the Government should be allowed to
interfere with the first half-crown paid in
cash to a farmer, because he +wil] require
a certain amount of money to pay for thoe
harvesting of his crop. When T came here
from Victoria T intended to go in for the
cultivation  of wheat, as I helieved that
Quernsland would be the great wheatgrowing
country of Australia.  But 1 realise now.
after experience, that I was mistalken
in that view. T am satisfied now that, owing
to climatie conditions, Queensland will never
b‘onomc a ereat  wheatgrowing  country.
There are certain scasons when there is no
wheat crop at all, and in other seasans
storms of hail destroy the crops, and the
wheat is not harvested. The people who
came to Quernsland with the intention of
going in for wheatgrowing are comparatively
poor men to-day. while those who engaged
in dairying have been fairly successful. At
any rate. dairy farmers have not suffered
to the same eoxtent as wheatgrowers. It
would he a disastrous thing for anv farmer
to depend upon wheat as his principal crop,

[19 NovVEMBER.]

Wheat Pool Bill. 151

though it may be a good thing for him to
sow a certain quantity of wheat every year.
There 1s onc clause in this Bill which
savours of repudiation. The Blinister stated
that under that clause, if some poor, unfor-
tunate farmer sold his wheat before the
whoat pool came into operation, the board
weuld have power to annul the sale. 1T
do not know that there ave any instances in
myv district in which farmers have sold their
wheat, but I wmay mention that at Miles
some farvmers camoe to me and asked me 1f I
could get them 7= per bushel for their
wheat, and when I told them that a wheat
pool was likely to be formed which would
ssure them 9s. per bushel for their wheat,
they id they would sooner get Ts, per
bushel to-day than wait to get 9s. per bushel
in the near future. A g¢rcat number of
farmers have assured me that if they could
get Ts. per bushel for their wheat they would
be satisfied. Millers will not accumulate
large stocks of wheat under this propo=al, as
that would invelve having considerable
capital outstanding and lying unproductive.
Naturally, miilers will only buy from week
to weck or month to month, so that a great
number of farmers wiil have to wait some
months before they can sell and realise on
their ecrops. That would be objsctionable.
The pool does away with all that. Under
the Bill, cvery farmer will receive half-a-
crown on delivery, and, eventually, another
half-crown, pavable at the end of April
The seecond payment, as the Minister told
us. will be cash. There will be a little
exchange, but the farmer will eventually get
nearly 5. a bushel in cash.

Then there is a principle of 1cpudiation
in this Bill. (Government dissent.) 1 object
to the repudiation in respect to the Land
Act. and the people at the other end of the
wworld who finance us likewise object to repu-
diation, in respect to a Government contract
or anyv other contract. We object to the
repudiation in connection with the Land Act
on prineiple, not only because we said that
the grazier could not afford to pay more
rent. and the people on 9th Getober last
voted against the repudiation Act.

A Goverxwext MesmBer: That is why you
got a majority.

Mr. MORGAN : That is why we have Mr.
Jones, from Kennedy, here,

(GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Is that
whispering has been going on?

where the

Mr. MORGAN: There has been just as
much whispering going on in other elee-
torates. The whispering is not confined to
one particular party. Just as I object on
pringiple tc an agreement being broken in
respect to one particular section of the com-
munity, I object to it being broken in
respeet to all sections of the community.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Even if
the farmer had been robbed?

Mr. MORGAN:

My friend only makes
that as an excuse. We do not know cf any
farmer who has been robbed. If any farmer
has sold his wheat already for 7s. a bushel,
he would not in any way wish that contract to
be nullified. He would be satisfied with the
7s. sooner than to come under the RiJl with

the object of eventually getting Ss. He
would be satisfied if he got 7s. cash.
The SECBETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Don’t

you believe if.

Mr., Morgan.]
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Mr. MORGAN: 1If the Government,
instcad of establishing a pool at all, would
give the farmers 7s. a bushel for their wheat,
the farmers would take it in cash. This
proposal means 2s. 6d. on delivery, and they
have to walf three months before they get
another 2s. 6d. The farmer is compelied
under this Bill to put it into the pool, whether
he likes it or not.

The SECRETARY FOR  AGRICULTURE: You
know that they are getting 9s. under the
pool.

Mr. MORGAN: You know that under
vour Bill you are not giving them 8s. cash.
The interest on 7s. alone is worsh another
6d. over seven months. I intend to oppose
the repudistion in connection with this clause.
There ave farmers at the present time who
have agreements with the Railway Depart-
ment with regard to certain numbers of bags
placed in the sheds. A farmer might have
a number of bags of barley or oats fo put in
the space. You come along and say you
are going to break the agreement with the
Railway Department. He will have to go
elsewhere and will not be able ie store his
barley or oats.

The SPEAKER: Order! The  hon.
n;]c-rpber must address his remarks to the
chair.

Mr. MORGAN: You are golng to compel
him to break his agreement. As far as I
am concerned, I am not for repudiation in
any respect, no matter whether at one par-
ticular time the repudiation suits me or at
another time goes against me. Some people
believe in repudiation as long as it is against
the other fellow, but the moment it btouches
themselves they do not believe in it. They
are not against it on principle, but only
when it affects themselves. 1 am not one
who is in favour of legislation to-day because
1t sults me, and against it to-morrow because
it is not what I desire.

There is another matter with regard to
the pool. No doubt, we must be prepared
to leave a good deal to the hoard itsclf.
Everything cannot be stated in the Bill in
detail, and we must be prepared to leave
a good deal to the board.

The TReASURER: Your own nominees will
be on the board. Your own people will not
inflict hardship on you.

Mr. MORGAN: I agree our own people
will be on the board. I believe the men who
are appointed will do their duty in every
respect. ’ ’
. The Treasvrer: You don’t believe they will
infiiet hardship on a farmer who habpens
to have some space in a railway shed?

Mr. MORGAN: If a farmer has a space,
and is prepared to allow it for the etorage
of wheat it will be all right, but he is com-
pelled under the Bill. )

The Treasurer: If it affects the value of
his lease he will be indemnified.

Mr. MORGAN: The moment the board
decides to take space they must take it from
every farmer. They cannot make fish of one
and flesh of the other.

The PreuMier: The board
discretion.

The Treasurer: The Minister consulted
with the Commissioner for Railways, and

the Commissioner said there would be no
difficulty.

[Mr. Morgan.

will act with
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Mr. MORGAN : T am against the provision
being in the Bill. The Government are
putting it in as a sort of trap. They want
to catch us, and to say that our objection
against repudiation was all humbug. They
want us to vote in favour of this Bill, and
then they will tell us that if is exactly the
same as the repudiation Act. Thev want to
put members here in a false position, and
to say to the people that we are not sincere
in our opposition to repudiation, generally
speaking.

The TrrasvreR: You know very well that
vou could delete that clause and leave the
board to get storage space.

Mr. MORGAN : That is not so. We know
that the great bulk of the storage space will
be occupied by wheat. Even if the repudia-
tion affects only one individual I am against
it.  This is a Bill which the Government
knew we wanted, and that we were prepared
to sacrifice a great deal for, and, knowing
that, they are bringing in repudiation, and
expecting us to swallow even that.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
trust the hoard?

®

Mr. MORGAN: It is not a matter of
whether the board excrcises the power or
not, it is a matter of principle. It is the
fact that there is repudiation in the Bill that
we have to think of, not whether the board
will exercise the power. I am not in favour
of giving the board power to recpudiate, any
more than I am in favour of giving the
Labour CGovernment the power of repudia-
tion. The bulk of us have to buy our flour.
We do rot actually produce it or grist it.
Even if we have wheat we have to take it
to the mill or the pool and buy ocur flour.
I think there is a provision in the Victorian
measnre—if it is not still in existence it was
in existence during the first pool—to the
effect that the farmer could reserve a cer-
tain quantity of wheat, take it to the mill
and have it gristed into flour and the by-
products, for use for his own purposes. The
farmer in Queensland may desire to take
in 15 or 20 bags to have 1t gristed into flour
and bran and pollard, but this Bill dees not
provide for anything of the sort. He has
to deliver every bit of his wheat to the pool.

The TreastrcR: The board may promul-
gate a regulation; they have full power to
do so.

Mr. MORGAN : The Bill does not provide
it.

The TrREASTRER: The board have full power
to deal with by-products.

Myr. DBreeixgtox: Subject
Fixing Commissioner.

Mr. MORGAN: This Bill provides defi-
nitely just what the board may do in respect
to certain matters, One farmer can sell a
certain amount of seed wheat to a farmer;
that has not to go into the board. That is
a very gcod proviso. If the wheat is not of
fair average quality, the farmer can, with
the permission of the board, dispose of it to
anyone who desires to buy it. The board
may give that permission to an individual or
to the whole of the farmers of the State.
But, on the other hand, the Bill provides
that every bit of wheat that is of milling
qguality must ge through the board.

The TreasURER: Exactly; but cannot the

board deliver it to the farmer as well as to
the mill?

Car’t you

to the Price
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Mr. MORGAN: Once he has delivered to
the mill, the farmer does not want to take
it back. We know perfectly well that the
season is one of the finest we have had for
many, many vears, and the hy-products are
likely to be very little used during the next
few months, The demand has practically
ceased, and if the prices are anything like
high, and other fodder is cheaper, they will
not be used at all. That is a matter which
descrves a very great deal of conszideration,
so far as export is concerned, and it wounld
be a very good thing if the board had power
to cwport the by-products.

The TreEasUrer: It will, and it also has
the co-operation of the Commonwealth board
as regards shipping.

Mr. MORGAN: The Queensland pool can-
not ship one grain of wheat without getting
permission of the Scuthern board.

The Trrasvmrer: That is merely formal.

. Mr. MORGAN: It will not be very formal
if they find that it enters into competition
with their wheat. For this particular vear
I do not expect much difficulty, hecause,
although the crop will be a big one, we in
Queensland will not have more than about
two-thirds of our own requirements. Fven
on this occasion we are not likelr to have
enough to feed the people of Queensland for
twelve months,

Generally speaking, I am supporting the
Bill. As I have alrveady stated. amendments
are necessary, and I hope when they are
circulated a keen interest will he taken in
them by members who have the welfare of
the farmers at heart, and thet we shall be
able to record our votes freely. Let us deal
with this Bill as with a non-party measure.
Let every man vote as he thinks right, with-
out being bound hand and foot by the par-
ticular party which introduces the amend-
ment, or by the two parties who may be in
possession of the Opposition benches. Per-
sonally, T am going to exercise a vote on
every clause or amendment just as I think
proper, and I hope everyone else will do
likewise.

The PREMIER: I am very much disap-
pointed at the attitude taken up by the hon.
member who has just sat down. The Govern-
ment have done their best in regard to this
particular Bill to mect the wishes of the
wheatgrowers, taking into account the con-
sideration due to the general community.
The Minister and myself, who were charged
by the Government with the duty of mecting
the deputation representing the wheat-
growers, have endeavoured to meet them on
every point where it could possibly be done,
taking into account the interests of the com-
munity. Members on the other side, espe-
cially those recently elected, have promised
the Government every assistance if we bring
forward measures in the interests of the
farming community. This is brought for-
ward solely in the interests of the farmers,
with duc consideration of the factor I have
mentioned.

An OrposiTioN MEMBER interjected.

The PREMIER: I am very pleased to
hear that: but, at any rate, the hon. member
for Murilla has just made a violent attack
on the Bill.

Mr. Morean: 1 did not.

The PREMIER: The hon. member may
not in his own mind know the nature of the
attack he made; but, nevertheless, it is cal-
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culated to embarrass the Government in
respect to the measure.

Mr. Morgan: In what way 7

The PREMIER: In the way that it calls
public attention to the measure. miscon-
strues the intention of our proposals and the
meaning of the clauses, and places upon it a
construction which is caleunlated to poison the
public mind. .

Mr. Moreax: If I have misconstrued it,
the public will know, and no harm will be
done.

The PREMIER : That is an extraordinary
suggestion. I am one of those who are
inclined to say that misconstruction is harm-
ful. (Hear, hear!)

Mr. MORGAN: It is only your word that I
have misconstrued it. You have to prove it.

The PREMIER: I am going to prove it:
that is why I rose. The hon. member, by
misconstruing the motives of the Govern-
ment. by imputing evil motives to the Go-
vernment, by trving to make out that we
have with sinister motives introduced the
propesal with a view to working a confidence
trick on the Opposition—that is the inference
from his remarks—is damaging the chance
of getting this Bill through. The hon. mem-
ber savs we have imported into this Bill a
repudiation clause relating to the power of
the board to take over all storage, notwith-
standing that some racent leases have been
made—with a view, he says, of getting the
endorsement of Parliament of certain action
on our part. This he calls repudiation.
That is nothing more than an attempt to
drag violent controversies into this House
with respect to a measure that should not be
a subject of controversy. I shall show
directiy that there is ample justification for
this Bill as it stands, and that examples exist
in similar measures in other States dealing
with precisely the same thing, and giving to
the authorities controlling the pools similar
powers.

Mr. Morgax: Are those clauses, 11 and 12,
repudiation ?

The PREMIER: Those clausecs may be a
necessary modification of contracts entered
into.

Mr. MorGAN : Are they repudiation?

The PREMIER: You can answer that
yourself,

Mr. Morgan: Yes or no?

The PREMIER: You cell everything

repudiation that does not suit you, and by
calling this measure repudiation, by launch-
ing a charge of repudiation against this Bill,
you imperil its passage. That is why I say
you are meaking a vital attack upon it

[7.20 p.m.] ]
Mr. MorGax: If it is true, I have a right
to do it.

The TrReASURER: What if it is not true?
Mr. Morgax: He does not deny it.

The PREMIER: This clause makes pro-
vision for the necessary modification of any
existing contracts. Therefore, the hon.
member charges repudiation against the
Government, but the Bill must go through
with those provisions in it. I do not say
that that clause must pass as it stands now,
but with similar plenary power on behalf
of the board. The board must be_charged
with full powers if their operations are

Hen. B. G. Theodore.]
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to be succrssful, and Governments in the The PREMIER : I have pointed out that
other Btatos have seen the necessity of vest-  in other Acts dealing with precisely the same
ing in their boards similar powers. In the subject as this, they had to include power
Xlgtoxiun Act, kunown as The Wheas not oniy to limit the operations of a con-

Marketing and Transportation Act of 1920,
there 1s very drastic power wrhich abrogates,
to the same extent, and in a similar manner,
contracts which were in existence, the same

as this Bill seeks to do. Clause 8 of that
Act reads—
“Every contract which is made in
Victoria. whether before or after the
commencement of this Act, so far as it

relates to the sale of Victorian wheat
or flour for delivery in Victoria . . . .
shall be void and of no effect.”

Hon. W. H. Barxes: I do not think the
cases are analogous.

The PREWIIER: That is one provision
with regard to the sale of wheat and flour,
and it nullifies any contract entered into.
The Act further says—

¢ Any transaction or contract with

respect to any wheat or flour which is
the subjeet-matter of any contract or
part of a comtract which is by this
section declared to be void shall also be
void and of no effect.”
That is another provision and they are very
necessary plenary powers in the hands of the
dufhomtv in order to make the pool cffective.
The Admn\g void of these transactions
deliberately entered into before the Act was
passed, 1s an act of repudiation if you like
to call it so.
Hon. W. H. Barnes: I think you will
find that what applies properly to Victoria
does not apply here.

The PREMIER: It
whetlier it is the same thing or whether it is
analogous 1 ard to the contracts with
which we are dealing, the fact is they talk-
power to nuilify agreements and contracts
entered into. That is all this Bill does.
The ’\'ow South Wales Act provides—
\Im“lfht 'ﬁd'nrr anything in  the
and Vool and Stock
;‘,(*t, 1888, or any other Act,
rale or law to the contrary, a

does not matter

1 claiming to be entitled to any
nmortguee, charge, lien, or other

encuinbrance. or claiming to be the true
owner of such whca,t shall not be entitled
to as afor omld for the amount
le in respect of such wheat, or any
pa-f of such whcat unless he has given
notice in wyiting in the form and con-
taining tm* Daltl ulars prescribed to the
board of such mortgage, charge, lien, or
othor eneumbrance or claim of ovner
g and then only for such portion of
stich amount as has not been paid to
other persons at thn time of the receips
bx the board of such notice.

“Hvery grower of wheat which is sub-
ject to any mortgage, charge, lien, or
encumbrance referred to in the last
preceding section, or in respect of which
or of the crop from which the same was
harvested, he has entered into any con-
tract in dezogatxon of his title to sell
such wheat as the absolute owner thereof
shall, ete., ete.”

Therefore, it absolutely abolishes the right
of a )artxcular contract or in regard to the
purchase and sale of any wheat entered into
before the passing of the Act.

Mr. MorGaN: Do they interfere with the
lease of any grain shed?

[Hon. E. G. Theodore,

tract, but to nullify contracts and entirely
u;spor:ms the owner under such a contract
for the obvious purpose of giving full power
to the board that has control of the pool.
When 1 point out tlut that has bccn the
¢ i o ¢ hon. :
Do they mtolftrc \\1.*11 the
grain shed?”  What is the
u‘m(‘r’ What 1< the di

The hon. member s
urges against this Bill iz
lCIJleuLLCI()n.

Mr. Morean: So it does.
The PREMIER:

repudiation.
Mr. Moreax:
other States.

The PREMIER : It appears the hon. mem-
ber would prefer the farmers and the
comrmunity to suffer injury rather than that
hiy exaggerated opinions should be violated.
There is no Intentlon on the part of the
Government to impart into this anything
extraucous or of an uunnccessary character,
and this clause was actually recommended by
the Crown Law Department who had charge
of the drafting of the measure. They said
that in order to give the board proper power
it was wanted here more than in Victoria
and New South Wales. The power is wanted
here because in the South they have better
provision for the storage of grain than we
have in Queensland, and in order to give
the board effective power they should be
given complete control over what storage is
available, and it was pointed out by the
Arruculh’re Department that, as the board
hils to accept 1“0%1)01151b111tv when the wheat
is delivered into its charges it should be
given the means to store the wheat. The
Loard has to accept all vesponsibility.

Mr. Morgan:

difference in
fereuce in priveiple?
s the ounly thing he

that it savours of

It does not savour of

do not care for it in the

Did the deputation ask for

that?
The PREMIER: The deputation asked
us to draft a Bill and pass it through

giving the necessary powers. Some members
of the deputation no doubt are here, and
they can speak for themselves. It is to
be understood that under this measure, and
under any scheme of a pocl controlling wheat
for this season In Queensland, the farmer
must deliver his wheat somewhere, and the
deputation agreed that they should deliver
the wheat at their nearest siding, and from
that point the board should take control.
If that is the case, so soon as the farmer
brings his wheat to the siding, he loses
control of it, because he delivers it into
the charge of the wheat board. Therefore,
it is not necessary for the farmer to provide
storage accommodation aft the «iding or
clsewhere, exeept on the farm. No individual
farmer has a necessity for awv storage 1n
Queensland under this arrangement. All
he nced do when he has barvested his wheat
is to bring it into the siding, and from that
moment the board takes charge and full
responsibility, and 1is responsible for the
storage and safeguarding of the wheat. It
was known to the department that a number
of leases in the ordinary course of events
had been entered into. No one blames or
makes any charge against the farmers or
commission agents or brokers and others
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who leased those sheds. That was only a
measure  of precaution, as they did not
know what was proposod, but it 1s neces-
sary to relieve them of their leases of the

sheds, not with any desire to cause loss to
those who leased the sheds. They will be
compensated, because the farmers and

Government representatives will see that no
farmer who has a lease will suffer any
detriment because the board has to take
over the lease. All that will be necessary
will be to transfer the lease from that indi-
vidual to the board, and yet hon. members
stand up bere and make violent charges
against the Government and impute dis-
honest motives, and in that way do damage
to the proposal before the Chamber. I
appeal to hon. members, especially to those
representing wheat districts, who must see
the necessity of the board having full plenary
powers, especially in regard to storage—
because some of the wheat will have to be
stored for twelve months—to see that the Bill
2oes through. The Minister indicated earvlier
that he hoped the Bill would be received
calmly and without heat in this Chamber,
and stated that any suggestions likely to
improve the Bill would be reasonably con-
sidercd by himself, as representative of the
Government in charge of the measure, and
he has never taken up the stand that the
Bill is unalterable. We invite criticism and
we invite suggestions, but I want to say
that, if any member gets up here and tries
to make political capital in connection with
the Bill, he will not assist the measure.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I want to tell the
Premier that I think the Minister himself
is responsible for any heat that has been
introduced into the discussion, because he
spent something like twenty minutes accus-
ing the leader of the Opposition and myself
of being practically what we ought not to
be, and were taking up a position that we
were not entitled to. I want to thank the
Premier for meeting the deputation in
Brisbane, When the deputation came to
Brisbane, we found that the Premier had
made arrangements to go to Melbourne, bug
he saw the importance of the subject, and
he agreed to wait until the following day

in order to meet the deputation. (Hear,
hear!) That deputation was one of the
best I have ever been on.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It was

very successful.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Everything was
talked over and a decision come to, and
there was not the slightest word of politics
or anything else mentioned that would
interfere with the deputation.

The Trrasvrer: It was a common-sense
deputation.

Mr. BEBRBINGTON: Yes: a common-
sense deputation. I was surprised when the
Minister for Agriculture opened his remarks
to-day bv accusing the lcader of the Opposi-
tion and myself of being practically what we
ought not to be. The lcader of the Opposi-
tion was clected by this party, and we are
responsible for our leader, and not the
Minister for Agriculture. Members opposite
have the right bo elect their leader, and we
have the same right so far as electlng our
leader i+ concerned. Then, the Minister
accused me of taking up a position which I
ought not to have done. The Minister made
certain statements about me, but I wish to
say that, so far as the dairying industry is
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concerned, I had half-shares in the first cheess
factory on the Downs. I was the first to
sond cheese north of Brishbane, and I owned
the first cream separator that ever came to
Queensland.

Mr. GiLpay: We don’t want your history.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : The Minister accused
me of not being a bond fide dairy farmer.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : I referred
to butter.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I can prove that I
have always been a dairy farmer. 8o far
as this B111 is concerned, we have every con-
fidence in the members who have been
elected to the board. Those men are the
picked men of the wheat districts, and they
are trusted men. DBut we must not forget
that if we put this LlH upon the statute-book
it may remain there for ever, and the wheat
board, as constituted,” will be used in parts
of the country where they don’t grow wheat
at all. The Minister said that he was the
only one who had ever brought forward any
practical measure in regard to production.
The Minister must have a very short memory.
In 1914, at the request of the farmers’
party of that time, the Denham Government
offered to find £1 an acre for the cultivation
of tand for wheat, and pay for the seed
wheat for planting.

Mr. W. COOPER :

it down.

The Upper House turned

Mr. BEBBINGTON: No, it did not.
Since that date the sum of £14,250 6s. has
been paid to the wheatgrowers from one

account, and £20,919 19s. 2d. was paid as
advances to farmers to assist them to put
in their wheat. What was the rasult?
Taking the figures from the agricultural
returns, I find that on 30th June, 1914, we
had 127,050 acres of wheat under cultivation,
and that year 1,585,087 bushels of wheat were
produced. This year we have only got 31,000
acres—or less than one-fourth—under cultiva-
tion as compared with 1914.

The SECRETARY FoR AGRICULTURE: We will
get 4,000,000 bushels of wheat this harvest.
What do you think of that?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: You don’t know
what you will get. I know that it has been
a good season. I want to remind hon.
members that in 1914 the farmers got 4s. 6d.
per bushel for their wheat. I remind the
hon. member for Fitzroy that when the 1915-
1816 crop was harvested this Government
was in power. The previous Government
had bought two cargoes of wheat, and this
Government had bought one cargo to follow.
The imported wheat was very inferior wheat,
and, T suppose, many of our citizens will
remember the flour made from it as long as
they live. That accounted for the bad bread
that had to be supplied for months. The
Government paid 8s. 6d. per bushel for that
wheat from the Argentine.

Mr. F. A. Coorer: Denham bought that.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: XNo, he did mnot.
{Government dissent.)

The SPEAKER: Order! I hope the hon.
member will connect his remarks with the
question before the House.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I want to show that
it is necessary that we should have a pool.

Mr. SrtorrorD: You have got a pool.
What are you stonewalling for?

Mr. BEBBINGTON : In 1916, the Labour

Government, which is practically the same

Mr. Bebbington.]
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Government that we have got to-day, fixed
the price of flour made from Argentine
wheat and the price for flour made from
local wheat. The Government fixed the price
of flour made from Argentine wheat at £20
per ton, which is about 8s. 6d. per bushel,
and it was inferior wheat at that. The price
of local flour was fixed at £9 per ton, or a
little over 3s. 6d. per bushel.

Mr. Fry: Were those two prices operating
at the same time?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Yes. You will find
it in the “* Gazette” of October, 1916. Fancy
this CGovernment paying 8s. 6d. for the
Argentine wheat while they only allowed the
drought-stricken farmers of Queensland a
little over 3s. 6d. per bushel!

The SecreraRy ror PusrLic Lanps: Did the
Government make any profit out of that
wheat ¥ .

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I am not talking of
the profit and loss part of the transaction;
but 1 say that this Government deliberately,
by proclamation, signed by the Governor in
Council, in the ‘ Government Gazette” of
October, 1916, deliberately fixed the price of
Argentine wheat at 8s. 6d. per bushel.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. BEBBINGTON: A wheat pool isvery
necessary, if we are going to have any
production of wheat at all.

Mr. SMITH: Are you supporting the BIill?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Yes, certainly. I
want to show how the production of wheat is
going down. In 1914, we had 127.000 acres
under wheat cultivation in Queensland, and
to-day we have only got 37,409 acres. If we
take the five States of the Commonwealth
which grow wheat, we find that in 1916 there
were 12,484,512 acres under cultivation, while
this year there are only 6,379,560 acres under
cultivation. There is a decrease in all the
States. In 1817, there were 11,532,828 acres
under cultivation in the Commonwealth; and
in 1918, 9,774,658 acres. In 1919, there were
7,530,000 acres; and in 1920, the acreage
under wheat was 6,379,000. That shows how
the cultivation of wheat is going down. It
has been reduced by necarly one-half, and
there is just the possibility that if the con-
sumer is going to complain about having a
fair thing now and paying a fair thing for
his leaf, that the cultivation of it may go
down altogether, and, instead of having
some millions coming in, it will be going out.

The SeCRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Give us
the comparative acreage in Queensland
during those years.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Certainly I will. In
1916, the acreage was 93,703 ; in 1917, 227,778 ;
1018, 127,815; 1919, 21,637; and in 1920, it
was 37,408.

The SecrerTARY FOR PuBLIC LanDs: There is
an increase of 16,000 acres this year.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : This year it is only
about 25 per cent. of what the acreage under
wheat was in 1918-1913. Therefore, we must
give some encouragement to the grower, and
I will say this, that if the people want
wheat grown under the old slavery condi-
tions, they will have to grow it themselves.
The farmer is getting more sense; he has
resclved that he is not going to be a slave
to the cities any longer, and if the people
want cheap bread and food, they in the city
will have to change places with the farmer.
If you are going to have a reasonable loaf,

[Mr. Bebbington
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you will have to give the farmer a reason-
able price for growing it—something like
the same class of wages that you are getting
voursclves while vou are working 1n the
cities. The Premier has made a very good
bargain, not only for the consumer, but
also for the producer—he has made an excel-
lent bargain. Before there is any wheat
harvested in Queensland the wheat is costing
9s. 4d. per bushel. The Premier said that
there shculd be no rise in the price of bread
through the operations of the pool, because
the millers will be able to get their wheat
just as cheaply as they have been getting it
previously. We shall be using hundreds of
thousands of bushels of wheat for fowl
food, which will be very much better wheat
than what we could import from Argentine.
Another thing is that the Government, on
behalf of the consumer—because I presume
the Premier has made that bargain on
behalf of the consumer as well as the pro-
ducer—is getting wheat at 25 per cent. under
its present price.

Mr. Kirwsn: How do you think they
would get on if there was no wheat pool?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: If there was no
wheat pool, a good portion of the wheat
would be shipped from Queensland, and you
would have to buy your wheat from the
South, which would cost you considerably
more than it is doing now.

The TrEASURER: Don’t you know that the
Commonwealth wheat pool control all the
shipping. Three years ago, although we
had not produced enough for ourselves, we
could not import from Singapore and New
Zealand. The wheat pool would not allow
them to send their wheat over here.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Does the hon. gentle-
man mean to say that if the millers would
not give a reasonable price for the wheat,
the producers would not appeal to the
Commonwealth to send a ship to take it
away? That is exactly what would happen.
The hon. member may as well say that if
there were no wheat pool the farmers would
offer their wheat at any pirce.

Mr. Kirwax: So they would.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: And that is what
you want.,

GovERNMENT MEMBERS : We do not.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: You do. You

starving brutes! (Interruption.)

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Mr. Speaker, I rise
to a point of order. Is the hon. member
for Drayton in order in calling hon. members
on this side of the Heuse ‘“ starving brutes?”

The SPEAKER: I did not hear the hon.
member use those words, but if he did so,
I must call on him to withdraw.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I said they wanted
the farmers to sell their wheat at any price.

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Mr. Speaker, I wish
to know if the hon. member has withdrawn.

The SPEAKER: Will the hon. member
withdraw the expression ?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I withdraw if you
wish me to, Mr. Speaker. No one who
looks at the hon. member for Brisbane

would accuse him of being starved. (Laugh-
ter.)

It is unfair that the farmers should be
placed in the position of having to sell wheat

at any price to clear off their debts.
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The Minister has made a great fuss about
the wheat guarantee. It is very good, but
without a wheat pool the wheat guarantee

was absolutely useless to the man who could
not sell. The Minister gave a guarantee
which he had no money to back up. It is

just like a man giving a promissory note |

when he has no money in the bank to meet
it. The Minister gave a guarantee when he
«did not have a shilling to back it up.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
whole credit of the State was behind it.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : You had no intention
of paying or buying anything.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The hon. member
told us distinetly that it must be thoroughly
understood that the Government had no
intention of buying wheat or making
advances on wheat. If that be so, it is all
very well to give a guarantee to the man
who can sell his-wheat, but what good was
a guarantee to a man who could not sell?
A guarantee is no good unless you have

The

money to back it up. (Government inter-
ruption.) It is just the same as giving a
cheque to the bank when you have no

money there to meet it. If the Government

were in a position to make advances, it

would have been all right. One

[8 p.m.] provision which should be in the

Bill is that the pool shall take

over control of all wheat. We arc going

to have from 20 per cent. to 25 per cent. of
damaged wheat.

Mr. Guepsox: The

is against you on that.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : T am not considering
the member for Murilla, I am considering
my own peeple. If hon. gentlemen could see
the crops lying down flat on the ground and
the rain coming in they would wonder how
there was going to be any garncring. I am
glad to say that the fine maohinery which
is on trial now, and which is doing perfect
vionders in havvesting, is made in Australia
br Australian w orkmen. (Hear, hear!) The
American  machines cannot compete with
them, and it is a credit to Australian work-
men: and I am glad to say it. If it were
not for the splendid machinery a very big
portion of the crop would be lost altogether.
I want to put it to the Minister this way—
if the creop is 4,000,000 bushels, and you are
going to have 1,000,000 of second-class wheat
knoeking about that nobody wants to buy
and everybedy wants to sell, what is going to
‘be the position?

member for Murilla

o

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : What do
wou suggest ?
Mr. BEBBINGTON: T will tell the

Minister what will be the position if that

happens. A good deal of that second-class
wheat will be bought up cheaply and the
speculator will make a lot of money out of
it. Another thing is, that a good deal of
that wheat will probablx find its way to the
mills in some way or other and be rnade into
flour, and the consumer will be paying the
high price for flour made from second-class
wheat. I will give the hon. gentleman what
is my remedy. Compel the pool to purchase
all the wheat. If they are going to buy any,
let them buy the lot—control the whole of
the wheat crop. There certainly will be a
market for two or three cargoes of wheat in
China and Japan. That second-class wheat
could be cleatied and shipped away, and we
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would get the money for it instead of keeping
it here to go to waste. The Government, in
conjunction with the wheat pool, can get a
steamer to take away that second-class wheat
to the Bast. ILet us get the money back here
and have it instead of having the second-class
wheat rotting about the place and probably
being made into bread, the consumers thus
paying the first-class price for flour which is
only second-class., In the interest of the con-
sumer, in the interest of the State, and in
the interest of the wheatgrower, that wheat
should be got away as quickly as possible.
There will be a certain demand for a quantity
for fowl feed—probably a few hundred
thousand bushels. 1t is not old wheat; it is
all good, and perfectly clean. Amnother thing
is, I do not think the pool should be a debt-
collecting agency for the Government. Under
this Bill the Minister makes the pool a debt-
collecting agency for the Government for all

debts standing over for a considerable
number of vears. 1 do wot think that is
1'igH It is stated in one portion of the
Bill ““Th~ board shall not be deemed to

represent the Crown for any purpose.” If
it is not to be deemed to represent the
Crown for any purpose whatscever, why
should it be an agency to collect the Govern-
ment’s debts which have been remaining out
several vears?

The TreasvrRER: Supposing the farmer
owed £200 for sced wheat. He was a pros-
perous man and got £500 or £600 for his
crop.  Should not he pay something to the
Government ?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Supposing he owes
£200 to the Government, £300 to his store-
keeper. and £200 to his landlord. The
Gmunmeq*' will get their £200 and nobody
else will get anything. I can quite under-
stand that the Covernment want their pound
of flesh first, irrespective of anvbody else. T
think the Government have a right to get
a share, but not the full amount of the debt.

The TREASURER:
those lines,

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Certainly, I will
There is another thing and I will have
done for this evening. I want an assurance
from the Minister that there is to be no
selling agency in connection with this pool.

Move an amendment on

Mr. GLEDSON: You said just now a guar-
antee was no good to you.
Mr. BEBBINGTON: That was in regard

to money. I am speaking of his word now.
I do not know whether T would be right in
accepting his word, for the reason that it
would be good only so long as he was in his
prezent position. Some members of the board
already have admitted there should be no
selling commissions, and no selling agents.

The TreEsSURER: If the board decide that,
it settles it.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : The board have not
met vet, Then there is another thing. This
Bill will remain on the statute-book after
the present board have gone. This board is
only to operate until next December, and
we do not want to take any risks. We want
an amendment of that provision to include
a proclamation.

The SECRETARY FOR AGrIOULTTRE: The Bill
can be extended by proclamation.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Oh, yes. the Bill
ean be extended. It is no use our talking
about a board or the Minister’s word,

Mr. Bebbington.)
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beecause this Bill will be on the statute-book
when the present board and the present
Parliament have passed away. The worst
things that happened down South—and some
of them were a disgrace to any Govern-
ment——

A GOVERNMENT
Governments.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Well, there is a

ase coming on which is a great reflection on
LLQ Labour Government.

The Treasvrer: Wait for it.

Mr. BEB F)IVGT(:\I Yes, we will wait
You have only to go back to the last election
to find things bad LnouWh about yourselvs

The SPEAKER: Order! Will the hon.
member address the Chair?

Mr. BEBBINGTON
Speaker. We will not have any sclling com-
missions.  Unless that 1s put in the Bill and
undeirstood, it 1s quite possible to get a
selling commission,

The Treastrer: But, surely, a
nominated practically by the farmers
include you——o

Mr. BEBBINGTGON:

5

2JEMBER: And all National

Certainly,  Mr.

board
and 1

T am not on it.

The TreEssURER: I include you as being
on it. Surely they will rot have these
cbnoxious selling commissions if they have

control?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: These things have
happened down South, and that is the reason
why we insisted on the farmers coutrolling
their own bastne» and having a majority
on the board.

The TressURER: You did not insist; we
caid they zhould have the majority.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : You said so after we
he-q insist=d on it. I admit you were very
goed and met us in every way possible, but
we would not have had anything clse. That
is straight, Burely the men who produce the
stuff should have the say in selling 1t7
Why should we haund over the selling of
our stuff to a lot of politiclans? 1 suppose
they are as honest as ordinary men are, but
I claim that the man who grows the stuff
has a right to sell it. That is the reason
we insisted that the farmers should have a
majority of representatives on the board.
The Treasurer has suggested that if we had
suggested this earlier the Bill would have
been introduced earlier. Surely it is the
business of the Government to tale up tho
matter.  Yet the Government made no
attempt whatever to form a wheat pool until
the farmers requested them to take action in
the matter. I intend fto propose an amend-
ment which will make it impossible for any
sclling comtnission to be given to the board.

The TreastvreR: I think that will be a
very good amendment.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I am quite sure the
Minister will agree to such an amendment.
Mr. CORSER (Burnctt): Mr. Speaker——
Mr. Kirwax: Where is wheat grown in
the Burnett?
Mr. CORSER:
spealk on wool.
to say where wool

I heard the hon, member
Well, there is no nescessity
is grown in Bri-bane.
(Loud laughter.) I rise to support the
sccond reading of the Bill, and to compli-
ment the farmers—the wheatgrowers in par-
ticular—on the way in which they represented
this matter to the Gevernment. I also thank

[ 7. Bebbingion.
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the Government, on behalf of the farmers,
for introducing this measure in their interest.

My, Prerersox: Then, why stonewall the
Bill 7~
CORSER :
s side of the House, but we ave not going
to be dictated to by ‘members on the other
side. Statements have been made during
this discussion for political purposes. The
hon. member for Murilla mentioned that he
objected to a certain provizion in the Bil}
and the Premier, in replying to his remarks,
tried to lead the House and the country to
believe that that hon, wmember, who repre-
sents a wheatgrowing district, was opposing
the Bill and appealing to members on this
side to oppose the Bill

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: He
opposed a vital prineiple of the Bill

Mr. CORSER: It is not a vital prianciple
of the Bill. The hon. momber for Murilla
said that one provision in the Bill saveurs of
repudiation, but at the same time he told the
Flouse that the farmers in general in
favour of the Bill. % ), No
occnsion for the Preml("’ to try to bla wokball
the hon. member for expressing his opm‘onQ
in regard to any particular provision in the
measure.  The hon. member for Murilla
supported the Bill, as I am doing at the
present moment. [ do not know why the
Government allowed the Council to adjourn
and thus delay the passing of the Bill till
next Wednesday., Wheat is coming into the
market at the present time, and the Covern-
ment have made no provisien to deal with
that wheat

The SECRETARY ¥OR AGRICULTURE:
let the Bill go through now?

Mr. CORSER : What is the use of it going
through now. since it cannct become an Act
this week? The Bill cannot be finally dealt
with until next Wednesday.

Mr. Porrock: You must kuow that the
Upper House has control of its own business.

fr. CORSER that we
control over it.
Mpr. Porrock: It is an independent House.

Mr. CORSER: I admit that this Bill is
in the main a good Bill, but there are cer-
tain provisions in it that I do not like. One
principle that I should like to have included
in the Bill is the principle that thc producers,
the workers in the bush, should have 2s much
say in the matter of fixing the value of
their work as the workers in ‘rhe cities have.
Those engaged in industries in the cities
have a say in the fixing of the price paid
for their work, and I contend that primary
producers should have the right to the same
say in fixing the value put on their labour.
I claim that the primary producers should
have the right to fix the rate of remuncration
for their work. Why is there not embodied
in the Bill a provision enabling the primary
producers to fix the price for at and
other crop=? I believe in the representation
of primary producers on a price- fhino" board,
just as we have representation 01 *r'e 1ndus—
trial workers on tribunals which 4x the price
paid for their labour.

The TrEssURER: Do you want representa-
tion on the board?

Mr. CORSER: Yes, we want fair repre-
sentation. We want the same representation
as the industrial worker wants on a tribunal
fixing the rate of his wages. Fair repre-
sentation is all the primary producer wants.

There is no stonewalling on

Why not

1 know have no
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It is not sufficient that the Premiers of the
various States should have ithe right to fix
the price of wheat for this vear. This Bill
should provide that in all future cases the
primary producer—the wlijeatgrower—shall
have an opportunity of expressing his views
as to the price which should be paid as a
return for the labour emploved on his farm.
That is what is claimed in the present
inquiry which is going on for the fivation of
the price of butter. There is no representa-
tion  whatever for the worker who is
intercsted.  That is a feature of this Bill
that I do not altogether believe in, and
I would have liked to have secn it broadened
to enable fair representation in all cases in
cach year when the matter of the fixation
of the price of wheat is to be determined.

Mpr. Porrocx : Will you give the consumer
representation ?

Mr. CORSER: T think that the consumer
has fair representation now.

A GOvERNMENT MEMBER: What about the
worker that harvests? How are his wages
fixed ?

Mr. CORSER: In any way the Govern-
ment likes to determine that they should be
fixed, but it is not for the Oppositrion to say.
It is for the Government to ask themselves
how those things are fixed.

The TREASURER Will you allow the con-
sumer to fix the price of everything that
he consumes ?

Mr. CORSER: No more than I would
allow the primary producer to fx the price
of all the things that he produces: but I say
that he should have full representation.

The SECRETARY TOR AGRICULTURE: What
do you mean—balance of power on the
board ?

Mr. CORSER: I mean that he should

have Judt as much representation as is
enjoyed by the industrial worker on the
board. As representing a country electorate,
I was hopeful that when the Bill was intro.
duced the Government would make it so
broad as to include the possibility of a maize
pool.

The TREASTRER : Why not move an amend-
ment?

Mr, CORSER : I might say that an amend-
ment is printed to that effeet, and I hope
it will be possible to broaden the Bill so as
to enable us to deal with such products as
maize, It is astonishing what smount of
maize i1s grown here, In 1918 only 104,000
bushels of wheat was produced, which shows
what a poor season that was comypared to
the present secason, in which it is stated
there may be 4,000,000 bushels of wheat. But
in 1918, while only 104,000 bushels of wheat
was produced, we had a crop of 4,000.000
bushels of maize, and with a good season that
amount may be Increascd. The Burnett
district produces a very great proportion of
the maize that is grown in Southern Queens-
land. The maizegrowers have to mect the
same troubles and difficulties as the wheat-
growers. Although we may raise a large
amount of maize we are not a big maize-con-
suming people. The Maize Products Com-
pany of Victoria is certainly assisting us
in that direction; but there may be a great
deal of trouble ahead for the maize producer
in Queensland unless we make provision for
a pool to assist him, so as to deal with the
tremendous amount of maize, and machinery
should be provided under thisz Bill to fix a
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price which will give the grower of maize
a full return for his labour, with something
perhaps to compensate him for the losses
in vears of drought he has gone through., It
is my intention to try to broaden the Bill so
as to protect any product which farmers are
engaged in growing by enabling them to
work together in a pool. The Secretary for
Agriculture claimed that members of the
Opposition generally liked guarantees—the

guarantee principle on a ratlway, for
mstance.
The SEcrrrTary FOR AcricULttre: No, I

did not suggest that at all—guarantee for
crops.

Mr.
Government

CORSER: When we were on the
benches, unlike the present
cecupants, we opposed the then leader of
our {zovernment. In 1914 T moved an amend-
ment to abolish it, and had the then Labour

party supported the amendment of the
farmers’ section——
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: We did.

Mr. CORSER: We would have defeated
the Denham Government on that occasion
and have wiped it out for all time. ‘' Han-
sard”’ for 1914, page 1091, shows the division
list, and the members of the Labour party,
as voting for the Denham Government on
that occasion against the primary producers’
represcntatives who were endeavouring to
amend the conditions in the respect I have
mentiencd. Only three members of the Labour
party voted against the Denham Government

on that occaston—namely, Messys, Bertram,
Gillies, and Theodore. The Secretary for
Railwayas voted with Mr. Denham. (Opposi-

tion laughter.) Thirteecn other members of
the Labour party voted with him, but had
those fourtern members voted with  the
farmers’ representatives .on that occasion
there would have been an earlier dofeat of
the Denham Government and the earlier risc
to power of the Country party that has had
to fight a lone road since that time. TIn
1914 the Labour party could have abolished
it.  When they did abolish it they put a
land tax on.

The TrEastrer: I find that Mr. W. H.
Barnes, 3Ir. Petrie, and your father voted
aguainst you. (Laughter.)

Mr. CORSER: We have heard about the
sins of the father. (Laughter.)) If there
was anything in the arguments of gentlemen
wio were on those occasions taking some
of our members to the other side, they
certainly might have succeeded then, but they
have nsver again been able to secure any
memhrs of the Country party or to take
them away on false pretences.

A GoverNMENT MEMBER: We don’t want
them,

Mr. CORSER: No, but you certainly
vantcd the ghost at election time to geb

where you are. The Country

[8.30 p.r.] party regret that the Govern-

ment have enabled the other
place practically to go into dissolution so
that we cannot deal with this matter finally
till next Wednesday, although the oppor-
tunity presented itself to get through all
stages of the Bill to-night.

A GovernmENT MEMBER: There is a stone-
wall here to-night.

Mr. CORSER: There is no stonewalling.
We kuow that if it passes to-night it can-
not go to the other place, so that there is no
opportunity of finalising the matter. The

Mr. Corser.]
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measure has my support and the support of
all the members of the Country party, and
they are particularly anxious to get it
through, and would have liked to finalise the
thing yesterday or to-night.

The TressURER: Your leader would not
stand it.
An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: It could have

been through at 4 o’clock.

Mr. CORSER: At 6 o’clock last night, if
the Government wanted to deal with it, if
was their place to say that it would come
on to-day.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
no time like the present.

Mr. CORSER : There is no time like the
present !  The hon. member would like to
talke all control out of the hands of the
Opposition and force things through without
discussion, as the Government attempted to
do by wiping out the Address in Reply,
depriving new members of an opportunity of
even speaking on Supply.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. CORSER: I am in favour of this
Bill, and I am only sorry that the Govern-
ment have not arranged that 1t could go
through the other place to-night.

The TREASURER: The Bill that is
introduced here to-night is 1eaH" necessary
from a QGovernmental point of view, on
account of the difficulties which arcse on the
last oceasion when we had a good wheat
season in Qucensland. We well remember
that on that occasion, although we did not

There is

harvest enough wheat to fill our own
requirements

Mr. Moraax: Never have:

The TREASURER: Although it was a

good season, we were not able to produce
cnough for our own requirements, and we
were not permitted to export even to New
Zealand or Singapore, New South Wales
wheat was flooding Queensland. The grower
could not find a marlket for his own product,
for the Wheat DBoard, contreclled by the
Commonswealth, would not buy or permit
export. We have to find some remedy. We
are endeavouring now to erect machinery
that will give an ample and full remedy to
the producer. Some time ago—although
other Governments were guaranteeing a bare
molety—we decided to guarantee a full 8s.
per bushel.

An OPPOSITION MEMBER interjected.

The TREASURER: That is fortuitous,
but it does not interfere with our bona fides.
We gave a definite guarantee of 8s. a bushel,
just as we cashed the war gratuity bonds
of the rcturned soldiers.

Mr. CorsErR: Only for the elections you
would not have cashed them.

The TREASURER : We are always going
to have some motives imputed to us. A
moment ago the hon. member for Burnett
thanked the Government for this Bill and
said he thought they had done a good action
in this regard. he has scruples on this
occasion, let him be honest and give voice
to them. The promise regarding the
gratuity bonds was given long before the
clection.

Mr. Morean: Stick fo wheat.

The TREASURER: T did stick to wheat
until your colleague brought in the war

[#r. Corser.
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bonds. We have an 8s. guarantee. We are
now erecting the machinery—a board that
will be able to market the wheat and finance
the farmer. The Bill, naturally. also contains
provision for the utilisation of the storage
sheds, and indemnifies the Commissioner
in respect to any agreements he may have
regarding them. It is not likely that a
Government who are looking after both
producer and consumer are going to allow
any farmer to be at a disadvantage because
he has an agreement with the Raﬂ“dy Com-
missioner regarding storage. The Railway
Commissioner will recompense him. There
is nothing in that; but you must give the
board plenary power to control the storage
space we have. We must be in a position
to store the wheat and put it on the market.
With regard to our agreement with the
Commonwealth wheat pool, we shall not
have any interference from them. They
control the shipping space, and if we had
a surplus they would export it. They will
allow us to market our own wheat. The
board, nominated by the farmers themselves,
have full power to deal with the whole
harvest, We have there provision to arrange
storage, even down to penalties, all con-
ceived with the idea of helping the farmer
and the producer. My own hope is that
bread is not going up in price at all. With
proper management, I do not think it need
do so in Oueenshnfi It may eventuaily go

up a tuﬂo but we, at all events, are not
concerned with the miller, but with the
producer and the consumer. We do not

want New South Wales to- be flooding our
State. We do not produce ecnough wheat
for cur own copsumntion, and wa waut o
be in a position to export wheat that is not
of fair average quality. I cannob under-
stand the captlous criticism that has fallen
from hon. members. The board is there;
they have full control, and it is being erected
for no other purpose than to serve their
interests.

Mr. STOPFORD (Mount Morgan): Hon.
members opposite, representing the Country
party, by their attitude to-night would lca,d
us to believe that they were opposod to this
legislation. If there is anyone who should
bo opposed to this pdltlculal measure, 1t
is those members who are representing indus-
trial constituencies—who are representing the
men who are going to harvest this wheat
and are getting no consideration. at all in it.
Hon.. members asked for representation on
this board for the producers. I want the
Government, or representative of the Govern-
ment here to-night, to realise this. Person-
allv. I have no objection to the farmer
gettmg a fair result for the value of the
labour he puts into the production of his
product, but I think I am equally right in
azking that the labourer that the farmer
employs should also receive a fair return
for the labour he executes, When the sugar
agreement was brought forward, provision
was made for justice, so far as it went, to
the producer, wnder the price ﬁxed I cannob
p1etend to say whether the price was a just
or an unjust one—to the wage-earner and
to the consumer by fixing the prices of wages
and of sugar. In the particular industry
we have under consideration to-night, we,
as representatives of industrial centres, are
in this position: We are fixing the price
of the product. We have also a shadowy
promise that it will not increase the price
to the consumer. Now, if we fix the price
to the consumer, and ]uSthe is done to the
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producer, it is a reasonable argument that
justica should al:o be done to the worker.
But we stand to-day, faced with a record
crop, and we have not the power to go to
the workers’ tribunal to obtain an award
for the workers who will harvest that crop.
We are shut out from the Arbitration Court
and deprived of an opportunity to receive
a fair and just rate of wage for the workers
who harvest the product. I contend that
while that measure remains as it is, it is
an injustice to the workers who are going
to work in that industry. Experience tells
us that the man who has what we call
the world's parity is often the man who will
take advantage of the law of supply and
demand when paying the price of the labour
he requires to produce his commodity. I
maintain that the industrial workers of
this State have a right to ask that this
Government will follow wup this measure
with one that will give access to the Arbi-
tration Court to the men who work in the
industry, or to secure from the wheat board
some guarantee that the men will be paid
according to the rate—the minizaum rate,

i nescssery—ruling in other industries that
have their rates of wages fixed by the
Arbitration Court. T sincerely trust that

even the members of the Country party will
realise the justice of that rcquest on behalf
of the workers who—because of the number
of men who are out of employment—are
subject to the law of supply and demand,
and may bs compelled to work at a rate
much lower than any judge of the Arbitra-
tion Court would fix, if the case could be
placed before him as in another industry.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham): 1 do not
propose to talke up the time of the ITouse
very long, as any defects in the measure can
be remedied in Committee, It appears that
members on both sides of the House are in
favour of the Bill. I take it that the
Government arc guaranteeing 8s. a bushel,
and the price fixed is to be 9s. at scaport.
That price may not mean 8s. to the pro-
ducer, as there 1s 4d. a bushel to come off for
freight. Taking it on the average, the
freight to Brisbane would amount to 4d. a
bushel, or, perhaps, a little more. Then
therc is something for interest and storage,
and it is just possible there may be abnormal
conditions to deal with. There may be a
bad season for storage, for instance. Some
seasons are very bad for storage, as the
wheat is more likely to become weevily, and
waste will occur. Therefore, I think there
ought to be some arrangement whereby the
board could charge more than 9s. It is just
possible, owing to the present financial
position. that the Government may have to
raise freights on the rallways. That would
make a difference.

The PREMIER: Are you suggesting that?

Mr. DEACON: No, but the Government
may find it necessary.
The Premizr: That is certainly a very

important admission from the Country party
—that we will have to raise the freights.

Mr. DEACON: If that is done the board
will have to increase the price in order to
secure a return of 8s. to the farmer. At
present, I understand the board cannot
charge more than 9s. at seaport, and the
margin may not be sufficient. At present
the margin is sufficient, but I do not know
whether the board has power to ask an
increased price if it becomes necessary. One
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hon. member referred to the position of the
consumer, and I would point out that under
this agrecment the consumer has got the
cheapest bread in the world.

The Premier: I would suggest that when
the Country party do suggest an increased
schedule on the railways that we exempt
wheat.

Mr. DEACON: As far as wages paid are
concerned, I might say that the men directly
paid by the farmers are not growling, so
the wages cannot be very far wrong. The
cngine-drivers and other: on the railway are
under the control of the Arbitration Court.
There is only one class of men directly
employed by the farmers, and you do not
hear them growling.

Mr. COSTELLO (Carnarvon): As
representative of a wheatgrowing distri
should like to say a few words on this Bill.
First of all, T would like to compliment the
Government on the way they rose to the
occasion when the people interested in this
industry came along with the deputation to
them.

The PREMIGR:

Mr. COSTELLG: The Government issucd
a © Gazette” to the effect that they would
guarantee the growers 8s. a bushel, but the
growers could not see how the Government
were going to carsy out that guarantee. In
the first place, there was no provision made
to finance the guarantee, and in the second
place there was no control of the wheat, and
the arantec was only for prime milling
wheat. The people engaged in the wheat-
growing industry ave very much in need of
funds. Those who know anything about the
wheat industry know that there has been
no wheat harvest for many years, and under
the circumstances the growers would be com-
pelled to take the best price offering at the
time their wheat was ready for marketing,
whether it was 6+, Ts., or 8s., and all disputes
would probably have to be scttled by the
Government.

The Preyier: It was perfectly obvious that
we would have to pass legislation when we
made that guarantee.

Mr. COSTELLO: There would be great
difficulty under those circumstances. People
in distress would have had to accept the
first price offering. They would have had
to take it and be satisfied, and the only way
to overcome that difficulty is to pool all the
wheat. I awm very pleased, indeed, that the
Government received the deputation and
rcadily rose to the occasion in the way they
did. I am out to advocate that all wheat
be controiled by the wheat board whether
it be first class, second class, third class, or
chick wheat. That would be fair and just to
the producer, and also to those people who
buy the wheat, as they would know what
they would have to pay for it and would
know where to go for 1t. There would be
no middlemen and no profiteering in the
industry. I am very pleased that the board
has full control in this matter. The success
of this board depends on whether those who
manage the business are competent, and I
have every confidence that the right men will
be selected by the farmers, and if the Govern-
ment are prepared to give them full control
the producer will have nothing to worry
about at all. As far as thc grain sheds are
concerned, I think 1t necessary that the
board should have the power to take over
the railway sheds. The wheatgrowers should

Mr. Costello.]
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not be deprived of the sheds. No other
industry will be needing the use of the sheds.
For instance, the wool is all now marketed,
and there will be no other crops in those
districts for some two or three months. The
grain sheds are absolutely empty and should
be utilised by the wheatgrowers and the
board should be given full control of those
sheds. My hearty support is with this Bill,
and as the details may be discussed later on,
I do not intend to delay the House any
longer. I congratulate the Minister for
Agriculture on introducing the Bill, and on
accepting almost everything recommended to
him by the primary producers. As regards
the wages paid in the harvest fields, I would
say that I have just come from the district-
where they are harvesting, and the earnest
and willing men are receiving better wages
than hon. members on the other side thought
would be given. They have an idea that the
“cockies ” are out to sweat the men at every
point. That is a wrong idea altogether.

~ Mr. CoLrwvs: We have nct got that idea
in regard to the sugar industry.

Jiv, COSTELLO : The “ cockies ™ pay their
men a fair wage, and give them good food.
In fact, they have the same food and sit at
the same table as the farmers themselves.
So Jong as the agitators keep away from
the farmers they are all right. (Hear, hear,
and laughter.)

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): I am glad that
the Government have made provision in this
Bill to see that the Queensland requirements
of wheat are safeguarded before any wheat
is allowed to be exported. I was under the
impression that that was not so, but the
Premier informed me that the Government
made an agreement with the Commonwealth
Government whereby no wheat will be per-
mitted to be exported from Quecnsland with-
out the sanction of the Queensland Govern-
ment. I only want to say, in reply to the
hon. member for Carnarvon, in regard to the
payment of the wages of the men working
in the industry, that it will be just as com-
petent to provide for them in this Bill as it
1s to provide for the men I represent, who
will have the privilege of paying for this
wheat. We have no other interest locally in
the securing of the increased price of wheat,
except that we want to see the farmer get a
fair deal. (Hear, hear!) At the same time,
as the representative of men who will be
coming down here from time to time to work,
I hold exactly the same right to see that they
receive a fair return for their labour as
any farmers’ representative does to see that
the men he reprecsents get a fair thing for
the amount of stuff they produce. I say
that no man has a right to rise on his hind
legs in indignation because a member on
thiz side of the House desires to have the
interests of the men who work on the farms
properly safeguarded. If agitation and
agitators are responsible merely for seeing
that the men who work on these places are
getting a fair return for their labour, well,
nobody can say anything hard about that.
I only want to say that this party stands
just as much for the rights of the men who
work for the farmer as we stand for the
rights of the farmer himself. (¥ear, hear!)
We are not going to place the rights of
the men who work for the farmer second to
the rights of the farmer. I am not going to
stand for anything in the direction of giving
these men anything but a perfectly fair deal.
and if that is agitation I am content to

[My. Costello.
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accept the name of agitator in that con-
nection.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Before the
Minister replies, I woudd like to make a
few obscrvations. TLet me repeat what I
have said previously in this House—that I
recognise, so far as I can see, that every-
one should do their best to make the Bill
one that will be acceptable, because it has
to do with one of the biggest industries in
Queensland at the present time. (Hear,
hear!)y If there is one thing more than
another that Queensland wants, it is to get
men on the land. It has been shown again
and again through the debate that the
tendency has been for people to get away
from the land, and the result has been that
the production from the land has not been
as great as formerly. If there is one thing
more than another that this Parliament
should guard against, it is that there should
be nothing done to discourage still more
men from going on the land. That is why
it is necessary for us to make this Bill the
very best Bill it is possible to make it. If
we can make the Bill such that the growers
will receive more money for their products,
then it will be all the better for the -indi-
vidual, and all the better for Queensland.-
1 think it was the Premier who referred to
clauses 11 and 12 as having been taken from
the Vietorian Act, but I remarked, by inter-
jection, that the cases in Queensland and
Yictoria were not quite analogous. It must
be said, with a great deal of regret, that, so
far as Queensland is concerned, for years
past therc has not been any over-production
of wheat. The production has not cqualled
our requirements, and, that being so, there
has been no need for such a clause as was
referred to by the Premier. It is our busi-
ness to-night to pass the second reading of
the Bill, and when we get into Committee
we will point out where the clause is not

quite right, so far as the matter T am
referring to is concerned. Hon. members

know me well enough to assume that I am
not going to agree to anything that will go
in the direction of repudiation. (Hear,
hear! and laughter.)

The PreMigr: You yvourself were respon-
sible for the introduction of the Rights in
Water Act, and that was repudiation.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: When we get into
Committee we shall be able to deal with
the clause which I refer to. I quite agree
with the Premier that this is an urgent
matter, Anyone who has been over the
Downs will see that it represents the major
portion of the wheatgrowing districts, and
it is a matter of urgency that the crops shall
be harvested as speedily as possible. I
recognise that a great deal of machinery has
to be set in motion in connection with this
measure. We have been talking tomnight
about grain sheds, the disposal of offal, ete.,
but I speak under correction when I say
that no provision has been made for some-
one to take control. It will mean that there
is a lot of work to be entered into very
quickly, because the wheat will be rolling
in directly. Is it not a fact $hat the wheat
is coming into Brisbane already? I do_not
want to cry “stinking fish,”” but it is a
fact that some of the wheat that is coming
into Brisbane is not too good. The weather
conditions have been responsible for some of
the wheat being in the condition that it is.
Some of it is scenty, smutty, and mouldy.

The Presigr: That is the reason for
urgency in regard to this measure.
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Hox. W. H. BARNES: I do not wish to
thwart the desires of the Country party In
getting this measure threugh the House.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Is your
parts agreeable to put the Bill through to-
night?

Mr., Comser (to the Premier): We are
agreeable to the conditions you made with
the leader of tie Opposition.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Comser (to the Premier): We will
stick to what we agreed with you. We are
agrecable to the conditions you made with
the leader of the Opposition.

The SPEAKER: Order!

The Premier: We will stick to any agree-
ment we have made.

Mr. CORSER:
with you.

The SPEAKER: Order! If the hon.
member for Burnett does not obey my call
to order, I shall have to deal with him.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: If the melodious
member for Burnett, who has just interjected,
will allow me, I will proceed. (Laughter.)
The policies of the Nationalist party and
the Country party are very much alike. As
regards the policy of the National party,

my feclings are that I stand by

[9 p.m.] whatever the Country party desire

in this particular matter. It is
imperative that the machinery in connection
with the wheat harvest should be got to work
immediately. I hope if the whole of the
wheat is to be handled by the wheat pool,
that very great care will be taken to see
that any damaged wheat is not stored with
good wheat, because there is mnothing so
censitive as wheat, and if you get bad
wheat and good wheat stacked together, you
are going to bring about destruction of the
whole of the stack. It is absolutely impera-
tive that the public should know at this
juncture exactly where they are. It is essen-
tial, now that the wheat pool has been
decided upon and all the necessary machinery
got together, that arrangements should be
at once made for the accommodation of the
wheat. I venture to say that the public of
Queensland are concerned about getting in
the crop, and anyone who has vacant sheds
ought to be willing to provide those sheds
to assist the Government to find room for
the wheat, but they should know exactly
where thev are going. Further, it shculd
be very clearly outlined that, in connection
with the wheat crop—which looks as if it
were going to be almost sufficient for the
country’s needs—that protection should be
given to Quecnsland from the South. I
know it has happened in the past that
Queensland has been made the dumping
ground very largely for Southern flour. If
wheat is to be handled quickly and properly
and turned into flour, then it will be well
to have avenues of trade which will be
open to all parts of Queensland. I think
one speaker—it may have been the Minis.
ter—nientioned that—and I think the Bill
makes provision for it—second-class wheat
should be dealt with promptly in the interest
of all concerned. It is very much better to
export it as wheat than to enter into any
arvangement by which jecond-classi flour
should be made from it, because—it does
not matter what the article is—when any-
thing of this nature is sold, it brings a bad

We stick to the agreement
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taste with it as far as those who have
bought it are concerned. Our object in

connection with this Bill—either at this stage
or in Committee—will be to do our best to
make it the very best measure possible,
believing it is a national measure——

Mr. Hartiey: How do you make out it
is a national measure? It is only a farmers’
measure.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Surely the hon.
member is not so narrow as to think we
are not closely allied one with the other
when production is brought about as a
result of the labours of the men in the
country and has to do with the very life of
the pecple! And I would remind you that
twelve months ago, when it looked like a
shortage of wheat in Australia, if we had
not have had a bountiful rainfall and a
good wheat crop the trouble would have
been mational to a very great degree. And
vet the hon. gentleman is insane enough to
make an interjection like that! I say it
is national, and it is a pity that some men’s
souls are so small that they cannot rise to
a national occasion.

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): To my mind
this measure is something in the nature of
experimental legislation, but it contains some
very interesting features, and I am glad to
see that the party opposite have at last
become converts to the principle of price-
fixing, for that is what it means when they
aslkk this Government to form a pool to
practically guarantec the farmers a minimum
price for the results of their -enterprise.
With regard to the gentleman who referred
to the narrowness of my soul, I would like
to contrast—with the narrowness of a
Government of which he was previously
Treasurer, when the country >was in need
of a Government with a big soul both for
the farmer and also for the consumer and
the people of the nation in Australia in
time of stress and war—the Government's
action in bringing in this measure, doubt-
ful as to what the results may be—because
there are some problems in it untried in
this State so far and which certainly have
not shown to the best advantage in some of
the Southern States. The Government’s
action in this matter is a splendid contrast
to the administration of the Denham-Barnes
Government at the outbreak of war as
regards this specific transaction. The 1914
wheat crop was above the general average.
New South Wales fixed a price for their
farmers at 5s. per bushel; the Victorian
Government refused to safeguard the
interests of their farmers and fixed no price.
The Denham-Barnes Government were asked
to fix a price in Queensland, but that
Government—being middlemen and not
farmers—could not then see the value of
such a measure, and did not fix a price,
with the result that wheat grown in Queens-
land at that time was bought at from 3s. 6d.
to 4s. 6d. per bushel, exported from Queens-
land—as shown in the Royal Commission
who inquired into the transactions—and sold
in Victoria at anything from 8s. to 9s. 6d.
per bushel. Subsequently this State went
chort of wheat for the bread supply, and
when this Government came into power they
could not buy enough wheat in Australia,
and had to send to the Argentine for the
wheat that our friend, the hon. member for
Drayton, was gibing at a little while ago,
which, he said, was so much inferior to
Australian wheat. We recognise that it

Mr. Hartley.’
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was. I want this House to contrast the
narrowness of the soul of the hon. member
for Bulimba on that occasion, with his
action to-night, when he claims that is is a
national measure simply because he is on the
Opposition benches,

Mr. BepBINGTON: The following year your
Government fixed it practically at 3s. 6d. per
bushel.

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. HARTLEY : This Government never
fixed the price of wheat in 1916. They fixed
the price of flour, in order to prevent the
middlemen speculators 1 have just referred
to, and others of their ilk, from exploiting
the workers and the people of Queensland in
the direction of selling flour. By our fixation
of prices, it worked out that the farmers
that year got an average price of bs. 11d.
per bushel for their wheat.

Mr. DBEssiNeToN: With flour at £9 per
ton? You are dreaming.

Mr. HARTLEY: The Royal Commission
showed that the price for wheat in that year
worked out at 6s. 11d. per bushel. Now,
there is an interesting thing, as far as I am
concerned, in this. There are two old
shibboleths of the Tory-Conservative-Liberal-
National, ete., party which have been
exploded; beesuse at last they bave sanc-
tioned what this party always have con-
tended for—first, the fixation of prices; and,
secondly, the fixation of wages in order to
ensure a return for services rendered. If it
is a fair thing for the farmer to get a fair
price for his wheat—and this party always
have contended that he should get the full
results of his industry—(Opposition dissent)—
and it is because we subscribe to that prin-
ciple that I, at any rate, am prepared to
take the risk of this measure, because, I say.
it will boomerang if mishandled

Mr. CosteLLo: On whom?

Mr., HARTLEY : On the Government. A
board will be formed; but if there is any
bungling, any mishandling, any corruption,
such as has occurred in the Southern States,
this Government will suffer the odium. I
trust the Minister for Agriculture will see
that the soundest and kecenest men are put
on the board as Government representatives,
and the board be debarred from appointing
any wheat speculator or commission agents
as agents.

Mr. COSTELLO :
board.

Mr. HARTLEY: That is all rvight; but
the board has power to appoint agents to
buy and receive delivery of the wheat.

Mr. BessiNGTON: No, we will not have
them; there is no power; there cannot be;
absolutely no power.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. HARTLEY: How are you going to
get the wheat? .

Mr. BrepINGgTON: It goes straight into the
pool.

Mr. HARTLEY: There is a fixed price
under this Bill for the wheat. But the board
has the power to appoint agents, and those
agents have the power to appoint subagents
for the delivery of the wheat.

Mr. BrpeIinGTON: Not to sell; there is no
selling commission.

The PreMIER : They have no power to buy.

Mr. HARTLEY : They have no power to
buy, because the price is fixed; but they

[Mr. Hartley.
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have the right to arrang- for delivery, and
subagents will have the right.

Mr. CosterLo: They will be employees of
the board. ’

Mr. HARTLEY: They will; but you
have to see that you have employecs who
will make their paramount aim the benefit
of the farmer and the farmer alone, and that
he is not handling secret commissions in any
way for speculating purposes.

Mr. CosrELLO : We have not come to that
in this country; it would be taking money
falscly—bribery.

Mr. HARTLLY : I am not accusing any-
body of bribery. But it is an easy thing to
arrange a commission. One of the big
troubles in the South in connection with the
Wheat Board has been the Improper com-
missions, and one of the avenues which will
have to be most safeguarded is the appoint-
ment of agents to accept delivery of wheat.

Mr. BeBBIxGTON : The Minister already has
promised that.

My. HARTLEY : The main point I want
to remind hon. members opposite of is that,
having subscribed to the principle of fixation
of price for wheat—that it is a good thing
to form a pool to get the best results they
can for their industry—the next thing they
want to subscribe to is that it is a right and
proper thing to arrauge for the working out
of a rural workers’ log.

Mr. StorrorD: Hear, hear!

Mr. HARTLEY: It has always been
opposed by the farmers up to the present
time. Surely, now that they have asked the
Government to step in and equip them with
a board to fix the price of wheat. they will
withdraw any opposition to bringing before
the court a rural workers’ log to fix the
results to the labourer for his industry in all
the industries, whether it is growing wheat,
corn, or any other commodity on the land.

My, BeBBINGTON: And then fix all the
prices in order to be able to pay those
wagces.

My. HARTLEY : I want to tell the hon.

member for Carnarvon I speak from practi-
cal knowledge as a worker, a union agitator,
and honorary union secrctary. I have had
the best cducation. (Interruption.)

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. HARTLEY : It is good in this way.
that any man with experience In any line
of useful labour must demonstrate that value
when he comes into contact with his mates
in a union. It has been my misfortune to
have had to work at several industries, not
because I was incompetent in any one, but
for various reasons, one of which was that
a man who was a union agitator in those
days got rather a rough spin; and I am
glad to say the last company I worked for—
one of the biggest companies in Queensland
—gave me such a rough spin that cventually
the workers sent me into Parliament, and I
am standing here in their interests to-night.

Myr. CostELLO : Is this a better job?

Mr. HARTLEY : In some ways it is, and
in some ways it is not. I think the wear
and tear on me in the last five years has been
greater than in any five years during which
I worked in an engineering foundry. I have
worked the clock from 5 o’clock in the morn-
ing until 12 o’clock on the following day on
more than one occasion.

Mr. S1zer: You worked twenty-seven hours
continuously this week.
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Mr. HARTLEY : And it took more out of
me than any forty-eight hours shift I have
worked. (Hear, hear ! and laughter.)

Mr. SToPFORD: You can laugh, but you
({o not know what bores you are; we had to
listen to you.

Mr. FARTLEY: That has been my
experience on that point. The other point
I want to emphasise is that, in subscribing
to this Bill te-night and hailing it as a good
measure, 1t is an assertion that the old time-
honourcd belief that all industries were to
be controlled and operated on the law of
supply and demand goes by the board. The
acceptance of this Bill shatters every tenet
of that old creed that the operations and
transactions of indusiry are governced by the
law of supply and demwand; for this reason,
that this season is the record in Queensland
for the production of wheat—something
betweon 3,500,060 and 4,000,000 bushels are
estimated to be produced—the greatest har-
vest that ever has been produced; ret you
are asking us to hold the price of wheat
at 9s. a bushel. If the law of supply and
demand were operating, and the supply is
so great, why not let it operate now and let
us sec what would be the effect on the price
of wheat?

Mr. WarreN: We could export it.

Mr. HARTLEY: You cannot export it.
The hon. member knows the shipping factor
would be a big preventive factor regarding
export. Also, the production of wheat in
other countries would operate to prevent
your wheat, with its 12,000 or 13,000 miles of
sea carriagd, being able to compete on the
other markets. We know very well that
never yet has Australia been able to compete
with Argentine and American wheat in the
European markets, and cannot do so now.
That must be admitted; but I am pleased
for one reason that this Bill has been intro-
duced. That reason is that hon. members
opposite, by supporting such a measure, have
at last subscribed to the doctrine that the
law of supply and demand is only a sham
and a shibboleth created by capitalists for
the purpose of flescing the workers.

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): It comes to me
rather as a surprise to hear the hon. member
for Fitzroy say that Australian wheat has
never been able to compete with wheat grown
in the Argentine and other wheatgrowing
countrics of the world, because the fact is
that during the last twenty or twenty-five
years Australia has sent millions of bushels
of wheat to Great Britain.

My, Hartery: That is nonsense.
Mr. TAYLOR: It is not nonsense.

Mr. Harwrry: You back up your state-
ment by quoting from a statistical return.

Mr. TAYLOR: T can sccure statistical
returns to show that millions of bushels of
wheat have gone from Australia to Great
Britain during the period I have mentioned.

Mr. FARTLEY: At what price? At 2s. 9d.
a bushel.

- Mr. TAYLOR: Whatever the price may
have been, Australian wheat had to compete
with the wheat from the countries mentioned
by the hon. member. However, T should like
to emphasise the remark of the hon. member
for Bulimba as to expedition being necessary
in bringing this wheat pool into operation.
There is a fairly large quantity of this
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scason’s wheat coming into the market at
the present time. I have tried fo get some
definite information as to the quantity, but
have not been able to do so, but I fecl sure
that the Minister can get absolutely correct
figures showing the quantitics of wheat which
have come into the Roma Street yards during
the last three weecks. Possibly, there have
been 6,600 or 7,000 bags brought there during
that period. I should like to point out thas
there is a difficulty in connection with wheat
that is coming in at the present time, as it
is unecertain whether this measure will apply
to such wheat.

The PreMIER: It is gencrally known that
we intend this Bill to apply to all the wheat
which is harvested this scason.

Mr., TAYLOB: That does not appear to
b quite clear from the Bill. According to
my reading of one clause, in the case of a
contract that may have been entered into
prior to tke board being established, only
that portion of the contract which may have
heen incompleted at the time of the estab-
lishment of the board will be null and void.
The pcrtion of the contract that has been
completed will hold good.

The Preauer: One clause of the Bill makes
it retrospective. If it does not, we will make
the Bill rctrospective.

Mr. TAYLOR: The wheat which has been
coming along has been selling at about 8s. 4d.
a bushel, or from that up to 8s. 6d. and
8s. 9d. a bushel. Those are the prices which
have been realised during the last three or

four weeks. In any case, it secms to me
desirable that the pool should come into

operation as soon as possible in order thag
any uncertainty which exists on the mafter
!miy be removed. The Premier has told us
that an arrangement has been come to by
the Queensland Government with the Federal
wheat pool that no wheat is to be exported
from Queensland until the requirements of
this State have been provided for. But I
would point out that if second-class wheat
or chick wheat is not brought into the pool
considerable inconvenience and annoyance
may occur. One clause of the Bill provides
that only growers of wheat can dispose of
inferior wheatr, That clause will absolutely
prohibit grocers and others from selling chick
wheat.

The PreEMIER: Do you say the board should
have control of that wheat as well as milling
wheat ?

Mr. TAYLOR: If this pool is gning to be
effective, it should control the selling of
second-class wheat as well as first-class wheat.

The PREMIER: You cannot force on the
board wheat which they cannot market any-
where.

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not suppose that any
of the wheat will not be marketable at all.
I certainly hope that the Bill will be put
into operation as soon as possible, as I
believe it will work out to the best interests
of the whole of the people of Qucensland.
With regard to the fixing of prices, I would
remind hon. members that special reasons
have existed in Australia Juring the last
few years which have induced the Govern-’
ment to guarantee a certain price for wheat
to the farmers. The cultivation of wheat
in Australia was decreasing to such an extent
that the Federal Government and other
Governments recognised that they must take

Mr. Taylor.]
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some action if they were to keep the farmers
on the land growing wheat. They felt that
they must guarantee a fair price for their
wheat, and the price guaranteed at the
present time js 8s, or 9s. per bushel, and in
view of the expericiices of the wheatgrower
during the past five vears, I do not think
that is ¢n unfair price to pay for his
product. If ever compensation was to be
paid to the farmers in connectisn with their
losses through bad seasons, that ccimpensa-
tion should be paid at the present time.

Mr. SIZER (Vundah): With vegard to the
remark of the hon. member for Fitzroy that
Australia hes never been able tn export
wheat and compete with other wheat-growing
countries of the world, I should just like to
meuntion that statistics show that in 1901 the

value of wheat exported from Australia
amounted to £2755000; in 1818-18, it
amounted to £11,335,000; and in 1919-20,

it amounted to £2,569,000. I think it would
be just as well to record it in © Hansard,” to
show that it is clearly a misapprehension
that we cannot compete with other coun-
tries in regard to wheat.

.The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(in reply): After inviting constructive criti-
cism on the Bill, and useful suggestions, while
some wvery useful suggestions have been
made, and one or two amendments have been
forecast which I think are worthy of con-
sideration, T want to say that a lot of the
criticism has been very disappointing,
because it has not been of a constructive
nature.

Hon. W. H. BarNes: I do not think it is
fair to say that.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
The whole purpose of this measure is to
appoint a board, the majority of the mem-
bers of which will be farmers’ representa-
tives. Those representatives have been
elected in the most democratic way by the
growers in the wheat-growing districts, and
they are satisfied that these men wili make
a success of the scheme, Yet, notwithstand-
ing that, suggestions have been made that
their hands shall be tied. Tirst of all, they
are going to be forced, according to one hon.
member, to take all wheat. T way that the
board, under the Bill. will have power fo
take all.  They are compelled to take all
milling wheat of a fair aversge quality, but
they have power, in their judayment, to take
all the wheat., T think it is unwise, if thess
men are the men we are told they are, to
tie their hands to such an extent as to
compel them to take all wheat, irrespective
of its value.

Mr. BererveTon: I did not. I think if

fhtey talte any wheat they should take the
ot.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :

disagree with you. The most surprising
criticism is the suggestion of repudiation.
I have heard the same thing time and again
in this Chamber. I remember one instance.
when it was suggested that the power should
be taken away from the sugar-miller to fix
tho price of cane to their growers, which was
done for all time by the Labour Govern-
ment of this State. We had the spectacle
of a barrister coming to the bar of the House
and saving it would ruin the widows and
orphans because it was proposed by the
Government of the day, for the first time in
the history of the State, to give the grower

T¥r. Taylor.
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what he considered just. We propose to give
the board power to annul contracts which may
have been made under distressing circum-
stances by the farmers. We hear this cry of
repudiation. When it is proposed to place
the grain sheds at the disposal of the board,
and no one can contend that the scheme can
be a success without it—we again hear the
cry of repudiation, and ther talk about
compensation. That kind of criticism 1s not
helpful to the Government. It is surprising
to hear the alleged farmers’ friends talking
about repudiation when these clauses are put
in for the sole purpose of protecting the
farmer.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Suppose you have a party
of farmers who have paid the rent for a
grain shed for four years during the drought,
and those farmers want the shed to store
their barley? The board will take that and
leave them at the mercy of the elements.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am satisfied that the scheme cannot be
made a success unless grain sheds are placed
at the dispcsal of the board, and I am
satisfied that the farmers on the board will
exercise common sense. Surely, we can
trust those farmers? Tt is not intended to
take away those grain sheds wifhout making
some reasonable compensation. I would like
to quote from the notes I had taken at the
deputation which waited upon myself and
the Premier on 21st October—

“Mr. Vowles asked. in the event of
the financial Iinstitutions agreeing to
finance the pool, what would be done
about storage? The Railway Commis-
sioner had  storage, and there were
private mills and grain sheds.

“ Mr. Theodore took it that depGts
would be provided. They could have
receiving depdts at the most convenient
places—Warwick, Clifton, ecte.—and the
pool could have agents there, and
arrangements would be made between
the Railway Department and the pool.
He supposed they onlr wanted the wheat
stacked and covered. They would
hardly want sheds built for this.

“Mr. Barnes pointed out that it was

no wuse covering the wheat with tar-
paulins: galvanised iron woubd be
required.

“Mr. Bebbington mentioned that the
mills had a fair amount of storage.”
Mr. BepeineTON: And Barnes and Co. had
placed their storage at the disposal of the

pool.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
The deputation recognised that the question
of storage was an important one, and that
was why it was wanted in this case. I know
of no great scheme of reform which can be
brought about without some sacrifice. Surely,
the members of the farmers’ party, who are
supposad to be the friends of the farmer,
are prepared to impose this sacrifice on the
people who lease the sheds, in order to make
the scheme succeed. Objection is also taken
to the provision—reasonable in my opinion,
and not awvbitrarv--that if I think it 1s
a reasonable thing to instruct the board to
collect some of the £47,000 outstanding and
due to the Government for a number of
vears, the board should be instructed to do
so. The hon. memher for Drayton wanted
to know where the storekeeper and landlord
came in? Both the storekeeper and land-
lord are out for gain. The storekeeper is
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out for his profits, and should take a reason-
able ariwount of risk. The landlord should
be preparved to take some risk, too, and
suffer. loss. The position of the Government
is somewhat different. They are trustees of
the public money. The hon. member for
Aubigny admitted that there are some people
who got seed wheat from the Government in
<days gone by, who are quite able to pay for
it, but who are not doing so. Those are the
men I have provided for in this Bill, not
the unfortunate farmer, against whom 1
would not exercise the power.

An Crrositiox MEeuBEr: They should be
made to pay.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
I agree with that interjection. I think that
hon. members will agree that those who are
able to pay should be made to pay. It was
suggested by the hon. member for Drayton
that no commission should be paid for sell-
ing or buying. As the hon, member knows,
1 have no time for the middleman or the
speculator ; my sympathies are with the pro-
ducer. On consideration, I think that amend-
ment might be accepted in Committee. Then
there Is an amendment circulated by the hon.
member for Burnett. Those are the only two
amendments I have had placed in my hands.
T have no serious objection to that—that the
scope of the Bill should be broadened so as
to include maize and other products. Had
I inserted that in the Bill myself, we should
have been accused of putting a dragnet
clause in, and the members of the Opposi-
tion would have sought to take it out. I
am sorry that the Opposition are not pre-
pared to allow this Bill to go through
to-night, because it is an urgent measure.

Mr. Sizer: It could not go through the
Upper House till Wednesday.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
We could arrange for them to meet and it
could go through on Monday. (Laughter.)
This is a very simple measure; 1t does not
require a lot of thinking over—members have
evidently thought out their amendments—
and there is no reason why it should not go
through to-night so that we could get it on
the statute-book early in the week. If the
Opposition are not prepared to agree, the
responsibility is theirs,

Question—That the Bill be now read a
seeond time—put and passed.

The consideration of the Bill in Committee
was made an Order of the Day for the next
sitting dav of the House.

QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT LOANS
SUBSCRIPTIONS BILL.
SECOND READING.

The TRTEASURER: I beg to move the
second reading of this Bill. I had occasion
yoesterdav and on the previous sitting day
to explain the main features of the measure.
It does not deal with the amount of any loan
that may be asked for—the authority for
which is contained entirely in previous mea-
sures. It merely provides that in the event
of flotations br the Government, if the loan
is not subscribed fully in Queensland, com-
pulsicn may be rescrted to by the Govern-
ment.

Mr. MORGAN:

Why do you not mention
the amount?
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The TREASURER : While the House was
sitting all through the night and day,
unfortunately had business all the time before
the Chamber, and had no opportunity even
for half an hour’s sleep, but the hon. mem-
ber must have been asleep for a great par:
cof the time. because I mentioned half a
dozen times that the loan would be £2,000,000.

Mr. WagRex: You do not say it in the
Bill

The TREASURER: Of course, not, for
this reason—suppose——

Mr. MorceaN : That is the question I asked.
Why do you not mention it in the Bill?

The TREASURER: There is nothing to
conceal. T will give you an assurance that
only £2,000,000 will be asked for. If more is
subscribed we will accept it, and I think
more will be subscribed.

Mr. Moreax: That is in respect to this
loan. When will you float another loan?
The TREASURER: This Bill is not

required to bring forward a loan at all
Present legislation—I do not want to be hard
on the hon. member—enables us to put any
loan on the market ab any time we like of
any amount we like——

Mr. MoreaN: But not a
loan—-

The TREASURER : A child could recog-
nise that fact. This is merely the compulsory
part of it. We have full authority to float
a loan at anv time, and in any place, for
pretty well any amount. We are now asking
Parliament for authority to collect, under
compulsion, subscriptions from those who
can afford to pay them, if they will not
subscribe voluntarily. This is merely the

compulsory

machinery for that purpose. That 1s the
only principle in the Bill. We propose an
oxemptxon of £1,000—any person whose

income is £1,000 or under need not contri-
bute. That is generous. The Common-
wealth have the same legislation and the
same machinery, but they have an exemptxoq
of only £250. Tn New Zealand there is no
exemption at all. Our legislation is drafted
on the legislation of both. I do not think
we have one original clause, cxcept that we
have an appeal board which will hear and
determine appeals against assessments. If
may exempt or confirm—it has full powers.
If it finds that a business man required all
his surplus capital for reinvestment in his
business it can make an arrangement to
allow him to retain the capital.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: I think you will find
very few who will not claim that.

The TREASURER: If so, very few will
get exemption. Tet me put this fact to you.
There is not a local authority—there are a
few mavors and a few councillors here
there is scarcely a local authority in Queens-
land that is not sitting on the Treasurer’s
mat besceching loans. There is not a mem-
ber opposite—except the new.members, who
have rot had time to find out where the
Treasury is—(laughter)—but wants a_loan
for some authontv in his clectorate. No—I
am wrong, because one new member has
been down there alrveady.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: And the Treasurer
is so short of money that they cannot get
any money.

The TREASURER: We must recognise
that the conditions for loans are not favour-

Hon. J. 4. Fihelly.]




168 Loans Subscriptions Bill.

able, and if there is a shortage in the
Government’s coffers, it must be reflected in
the coffers of the local authoritics. They
cannot get money that is not there. We have
in the Treasury requests for about £4,000,000
cr more on loans for local authorities. Half
an hour ago two members opposite accosted
me, and wanted—merely £5000. Another
hon. member merely wanted £1,000. Two
other members want £15,000.

Mr. Fry: I have not been to you yet,
but when I do I shall want £10,000.

The TREASURER : These things must be
considered. For the purposes of this ques-
tion we simply spend at the rate of £300,000
a month, The Metropolitan Water Supply
and Sewerage Board is getting £40,000 a
month. The Water and Sewerage Board get
£40.000 and other municipalities and public
bodies get very substantial amounts. We
have te reconsider the whole of the loan
position and probably at the Cabinet meet-
g on Sunday we will be able to arrange
matters, and it may be found that tentative
promises which have been given will have to
be reviewed under the stress of circum-
stances. Does any hon. member here say
that we are wrong in asking for a local
loan of £2,000,0007 Does any hon. member
say we cannot get £2000,000 and that we
are not justified in using compulsion to
collect £2.000,0007

Hon, W. . Barxes: We say you should
not.

The TREASURER : I say we are justified.
The people who make fortunes out of this
State should pay something towards the
development of the State. Queensland taxa-
tion and Commonwealth taxation combined
is not nearly as high as New Zealand taxa-
tion.

~Mr. Moreax: It is greater than the taxa-
tion in any other State in the Commonwealth.

The TREASURER: We have a very small
population, and we have the biggest mileage
in connection with the railwagys.

Mr. Morean: We had that in 1914, and
our taxation was the lowest of any State of
the Commonwealth,

The TREASURER: That is the position
with regard to loans. The Government will
have to curtail expenditure. OQur loan expen-
diture  will have to be curtailed from
£300,000 per month to probably something
in the neighbourhoed of £150,000 per menth.

Hon. W. H. Bar~Nes: You told the electors
that everything was all right.

- The TREASURER : It is all right. There
is no fountain of wealth; there are no

gushing streams of wealth; we canndt bore
down and bring up some moulten gold. We
can only spend what we can get. We are
asking for £2.000,000. We have allocated
£2,000,000 and the Water and Sewerage
Board will have to follow the example of the
Government and reduce expenditure. We
have a limited supply of loan monecy, and
local authorities and those engaged in public
undertakings can only get according to what
we get.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: I thought the local

authorities could go to the Commonwealth
Bank?

The TREASURER : We are endeavouring
to arrange that. The Commonwealth Bank

[Hon. J. A. Fihelly.
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are also lending some to the Mayor of Bris-
bane, and some to the Mayor of Townsville,
and some to other municipalities. That is
the position with 1egard to the loan situation.
With regard to the penalties, we are much
less severe than the Commonwealth or New
Zealand. Any penalties for breachss of the
Act will be devoted to fresh investments in
the loan. It must be remembered in regard
to Quecnsland on the matter of loans,
dividends, and interest generally, that most
of our big pastoral properties and most of
cur big enterprises are owned by ahsentees.
We have not the samc resources here that
they have in New South Wales and Victoria,
but they also will have to pay. I do not
propose to keep the Housa any longer.
There is only one point in the Bill, and that
is the fact that if the loan is not subscribed
voluntarily by the people the Government
can compel those who have the wealth and
those who arc carning dividends to contribute
something to the development of our country.

Mr. TAYLOR: I beg to move the adjourn-
ment of the debate.
Question put and passed.

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMIER: I beg to move that the
Touse, at its rising, do adjourn until Tuesday
next.

Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMIER: I beg to move that this
House do now adjourn. The first business
on Tuesday will be the Committec stage of
the Wheat Pool Bill, to be followad by the
Savings Bank Bill; and we hope to make
good progress.

Question put and passed.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Mr., SIZER: I desire the permission of
the House to make a personal explanation.

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the
House that he hon. member be allowed to
make a personal explanaticn?

Hoxounseie MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. SIZER: T notice in ¢ Hansard,” page
72, that during the course of the debate on
the Savings Bank Bill I made use of these
words—

“We have only the hon. gentleman’s
word for that. I remember on one
occasion he said there would be no
increase of fares and freights, but there
was an increase.”

And the Treasurer interjected—

“ And you acted in a most despicable
waxr in going to the Treasury and getting

information.”

1 did not understand at the time that the
hon. gentleman used those words. If he did
make use of those words I want to deny
that I ever went to the Trcasury to get
information; and, what is more, the hon.
gentleman should know that we do not go to
the Treasury tc get information in connection
with the Railway Department.

The TrEasURER: I said one of your party.

The House adjourned at four minutes to
10 o’clock p.m.





