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Questions. [19 NovEMBER.] Questions. 133 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \V. B"rtram. it'Iaree) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock p.m. 

APPROPRIATIO::\ BILL, No. 2. 
AssExT. 

The SPEAKER: I hrtn to report that I 
this clay wescnterl 1o His Excellency the 
Lieutenant GoYnnor Appropriation Bill, No. 
2. for the Royal assent, and that His Excel
lency \Yas pleased. in n1y presence, to sub
scribe his assent thereto in the name a.ncl on 
behalf of His Majesty. 

A n1cssag0 was a1so rC'ccived from His 
Exccl1rncv th0 Lieutenant-Governor assenting 
to the sa.id Hill. 

PAPER. 

The following paper, laid on the table. 
was ordered to be printed:-

Rules, elated 8th October, 1920. of the 
Land Court undBr the provisions of 
the Land Tax ~\.et of 1915, a.s 
amended bv the Land Tax Act 
Amendment· Act of 1920. 

QPESTIONS. 

\YESTERN RAILWAY STATISTICS. 

Mr. MOORE (.-lubigny) asked the Secre
tary for Railways-

" 1. \Vhat was the reason for the 
do\vn \V est ern majl train arriving in 
To01YOomba sixty-five minutes late on 
the morning of 12th N ovBmbcr? 

"2. \Yhat wa.s the income and expen
diture in re Tunning of rail \n1otor 
between \Villcwburn and Wyreema-(a) 
six months ending 30th June, 1918; (b) 
same period ending 30th June, 1920? 

"3. Receipts a.nd expenditure in run
ning of reil motor. Charleville-Cmma
mulla, for recent twelve months' period? 

"4. ::'i"umber of men employed in goods 
sheds at Roma Street. 'Toowoomba, and 
Charleville. respectively, in-(a) October, 
1913; (b) October, 1920 7 

" 5. Has ra.ilway business in said places 
increased in volume in October. 1920, as 
~ompared with October, 1913; if so, by 
approximately how much?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe. Il C}JZJI'/) replied-

" 1. The information can be obtained 
on application to the Commissioner for 
Railways. 

"2. (a) Revenue, £317 16s. 7d.; expen-
diturB. £399 12s. (b) Revenue, £630 
17s. 2d.; expenditure, £670 ls. 7d. 

"3. The latest figures immediately 
available a.rc for twelve months ending 
December. 1919-ReccipL;, £941; expen
diture, £509. The receipts include 
t.hrough bookings frorn stations ou the 
Cunnamulla line to destination (Too
woomba or ehewhere). 

" 4. Roma Strect-October, 1913: No 
record. Pa v shceh dcstroved after srx 
years. Octo.ber, 1920: 196. • Toowoomba 
-October, 1913: 44. October, 1920: 45. 
Charleville-October, 1913: 5. October, 
1920: 6. 

" 5. The tonnage handled decreased; 
thC're v.ras onf' \Vorking day less in 
October. 1920, than in October, 1913." 

DEYELOniE:;;T OF STYX R.IVER AND BARALABA 
CoALFIELDS. 

Mr. FORDE (Rockhamptou) ,csked tho 
Prernicr--

" In view of the fa.-ourablB reports 
rt'ccived regarding the coal deposits at 
St.-x River: and Baralaba State coal
fic.lds in the Centra.! district. and the 
fact. that the Stvx River coal has been 
provcod by the Rockhampton Gas Com
pany to be equal to the best J\ ewcactle 
cc,al. ,Yill he arrange vvith the Secretary 
for 1\Tinc'- to haYe thew ftelcls deYelopecl 
\Yith the leaet possible delay, and thus 
create employment for hundr0ds of 
n1iners, a .. s v101l as makt1 aYailable an 
unlimited supply of excellent coal for 
the Ra.il way Department and other con
sumer_.,?" 

The PRE-:IfiER (Hon. K G. Theodore, 
Chillartor) replied-

" The dc.-elopment will be proceeded 
with as expeditiously as possible." 

MR. BROPHY·s REPORTS-PROPOSED IRON AND 
STEEL \Y ORKS. 

1\fr. CORSER (Burnctt) asked the Pre
nuer-

" \Vill he lav on the tahlB of the House 
the various ·reports of Mr. Brophy, 
manag<'r of the State iron and steel 
works, regarding the site of the proposed 
'''orks ?" 

The PREMIER replied-
" The matter .,·ill be considered." 

:\fr. CORSER: You were considering it all 
last session. 

PARLI.UTE:\TARY REFRESH:VIENT R0021IS TARIFF. 

Mr. PETRIE (Toornbul) asked the Pre
Inier-

" Seeing that the loss (according to the 
Auditor-General's report) incurred by the 
Parliamentary Refreshment Rooms for 
the Year ending 30th June last, amounts 
to £1,300 10s., as against £1.108 3s. Sd. 
for the preceding year, will he give 
instructions to the Refreshment Room5 
Committe-e to have the tariff raised, with 
the object of adjusting the receipts with 
the expenditure?" 

The PREMIER replied-
" This is a matter which should be 

decided by the Refreshment R-ooms 
Com111ittee." 

REDE31PTION OF DEBE;,TURES AND STOCKS 
F ALLIXG DuE. 

Mr. PETRIE asked the Treasurer-
" 1. ·what provision is he making to

wards redeeming the debentures and 
stocks falling due within the next fivB 
years, viz., duo in 1922, £2,828,750; due 
1924. £13.140.634; clue 1925, £12,007,200; 
total, £27,976,584? 

" 2. In the report of the Auditor
General, dated 4th August, 1920, on the 
Public Debt Reduction Fund, it shows 
that there were no surplus rBceipts 
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appearing in the Treasurer's annual 
stat('Inent of the receipts and expondituru 
of the revenue account for the financial 
vc>n ending 30th June, 1919, and that 
1-!wrc \Yt~rf' no transactions in connection 
with the Public Debt Reduction Fund 
during the year e1ided 30th June, 1920, 
and as the total amount reccn·ed smce 
the inception of tho _ fun d~yiz., 
£1,161.554 7s. 10d.-has been invested by 
thr trustees in Queensland securities. 
\Yhich. after transferring interest (£4,150 
16s. 10d.) to consolidated revenue, only 
now lcaYes a balance of 18s. 9d. to the 
credit of this fund, does he not think the 
Government Loans Sinking Fund Tem
porary Suspension Act of 1917 should be 
repcal~cl, and t~; Sinking Fund made 
opcratiYe aga1n? 

The TREASURER (Hon. J. A. Fihelly, 
p, drlinr1ton) replied-

" 1. 'I'he Premier anticipated being 
able to make satisfactory arrangements 
for C'"l"lvcroion loans during his recent 
Yisit to London, but. owing to the 
hostility displayed by certain London 
financiers. it was considered that the time 
was inoj)portune. The matter is still 
receiving consideration. 

"2. No; the Act does not operate 
beyond the financial year in which peace 
is proclain1ed.'' 

PROYISIOX OF \VORK FOR LNE;\IPLOYED. 

C'\Ir. PETRIE asked the Pr~mier-
" 1. How many deputations of the 

unemployed have waited upon him or his 
Ministers during the past three months? 

" 2. How many of such deputations has 
he (or his Ministers)-(a) Refu,ed to see; 
(b) told that they were in the pay of the 
Tories; (c) ejected the leade1· of? 

·' 3. Has he as yet provided any of the 
work which he promised tlw unemployed 
in November, 1919; if not. is it still 
because the Home Sccrebtr\" has not 
secured the picks and sho.-el~ which he 
had failed to get in January last"" 

The PREMIER r-eplied-
.. 1 to 3. During the last three months 

:\linisters have receiYed a number of 
deputation~' fro1n the une:-nn!oycd. and at 
all times hav-e done their best to relieve 
the situation. There are good grounds 
for suspecting that prior to the elections 
the unemployed situation was exploite-d 
by Tory newspap-ers for political pur
pose-:." 

(Oppositiull laughter.) 

PADIENT OF INTEREST AND STORAGE CHARGE. 

:\"lr-. G. P. BARNES (1Varwick) asked the 
l\-nnister in Charge of State Enterpri~es-

" 1. Has the matter referred to in the 
Auditor-General's report for the year 
end- cl 30th June, 1919, page 14, re 
interest and storage charge, been 
finalise-d? 

" 2. If yes; when, and how? 
"3. \Vhat sum of money was involved 

in the calculation-(a) On account of 
int-erest, (b) on account of storage? 

" 4. To what account, and to what 
year, has the amount been charged?" 

The TREASURER replied
" 1. Yes. 

c 2. By ngreen1C:mt with the nwat con1-
panies under date 8th April, 1920. 

"3. (11) Inter-est. £6,210; (D) storage, 
£33.138 .. 

"4. To rescry,es special!~~ se~ a-~lde for 
this purpose ao at 30th June, 1919. It 
must be remembered that the GO\·ern
ment contested a substantial proportion 
of the con1panie.s' claim, and an agr:;c
ment satisfactory to both sides was sub
sequently ,arrived at, PO that litigation 
would be avoided." 

DEPARBIEXTAL REPORTS SVPPLIED TO :i\1E~IBERS 
PRIOR TO ELECTJO)l. 

Mr. G. P. BARKES asked the Premier-
" 1. \V ere Labour members (to tho 

-exclusion of :::\ ationalist and Country 
party mombere) supplied by the Chief 
Secretary's Department and other depart
ments with the special report of the Com
missioner for State Entorprises <tnd the 
P1·iC'o Fixing Con1n1issioner, issued just 
prior to the State eledion 9 

"2. l:nder whose instruction was this 
done?" 

The PREMIER replied-
'' 1. No ' special' reports wer·e issue·d 

either by the Commissioner for State 
Enterpl'isos or the Price Fixing Commi~
sionf'r. As in the case of other publrc 
officials occupying .analogous positions, 
these offic-ers arc calied upon to render 
annual and other reports to their resp~m
sible :VIinister in regard to the workmg 
of their respective Acts. Such an annual 
report was recently made by the Price 
Fixing- Commissioner, and this was made 
aYailable to the public through the 
medium of the Press. The Commissioner 
for State Enterprises, in accordance '':ith 
the provisions of the State EnterprlSes 
Act, also submitted a statement of the 
financial position as affecting his depart
ment, and this was available to all 
members of Parliament. 

" 2. See answer to X o. 1." 

E~IPLOY)[ENT 0~ DEFEA1'ED LABOUR C''SDIDATES • 

J\Ir. WALKER asked the Premier-
" L Which of thP dofeated Labour can

didates at the last State election are now 
in the employ of the State GovDrnment? 

" 2. \Vhich of them were in the State 
employ prior to cont~:sting the election?'' 

The PREMIER replied-
" 1 and 2. A I! candidates defeated at 

tho recent elections who had resigned 
from the public service to qualify as c~n
didatcs wer-e reappointed to the scrvJoe 
on application." 

Hon. \V. H. BARNES: That is not correct. 
What about Mr. Lodge? He was offere-d a 
1ninor position. 

PAMPHLETS \.DVERTISING THE STATE. 

Mr. WALKER asked the Premier-
" Will he la v upon the table of the 

House a list of the pamphlets 'advertis
ing the Stat·e,' which aro specified in the 
Auditor-General's report as havmg cost 
a sum exceeding £3,000 to produce 'i" 

The PREMIER replied-
" Yes. I lav on the table a list of the 

pamphlets." • 
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"COST OF PnE::lriER's 'lrsrr TO EKGLAXD A~D 
0THEll C01iXTRIFq. 

,:.1r. \\-~\.LI~ER aske,d the Premier-
" 1. \\'hat ,. as the cost of his r.~cent 

Yisit to Englu. "ld and other f'onntrics 
rec{'ntly. inclusiYc of the expenses of hls 
famil;.· and staff? 

"2. Did he Yisit anv other countrv 
besides Engln,nll; if so

1 
,~vhat countries? " 

"3. If so, \vere such visits 1nade at 
St -to and what was their 
purpo~c 

The PRE"'liER replied
" 1. £3,730 15s~ 4d. 
"2 and 3. I Yisited certain Europe<.tn 

countrie.:~ at n1y O\vn oxpen::;e." 

l:;;Lrcr:xsED STREET BooKMAKERS. 

Mr~ :YIAXWELL (Toowong) asked the 
Attorncy·G eneral-

,, 1. Has his attention been drawn to 
the fact that sev·eral persons have 
recentlv been defrauded of mone1: b; 
unlicen"sed street bookmakers? · 

" 2. If the powers of the police ar•e not 
sufficient to regulate the present indis. 
criminate and unlicensed betting which 
takes place in Elizabeth stre-et. and in 
other public thoroughfares in Brisbane, 
will he introduce legislation during the 
present session to give them sufficient 
powers?" 

'I'hc ATTOR?\EY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, Flindus) replied

" 1. Yes. 
"2. Thr· n1atter tvill rcceiye considera

tion.'' 

USE OF GOYERX:>IEXT PROPERTY FOR POLITICAL 
PURPOSES. 

Mr. :VIAXWELL asked the Premier-
" 1. By whose order were the flag poles 

on the new Queensland Govermnct>t Sav
ings Bank made available for the pur
pose of carrying a party adverbseme-nt 
on 9th October last, advi~ing Plectors to 
vote Labour? 

"2. Is it within his memory that a 
Government, of which he was a n1ember 
in 1917, ordered the Railway Department 
to break a signed and stamped contract 

. which it had made to place Nationalist 
propaganda on raihvay hoardings, on the 
ground that Government property must 
not be used for political purpose"? 

" 3. \Vas the advertisement on the 
Government Savings Bank e_;:ected by 
Government employees, Ol' with the help 
of Sta~te Government employees?" 

The PREY!:IER replied-
" 1. By permission of the Premier. 
" 2. The 2'\ ationalist propaganda re

ferred to was scurrilous and misleading. 
"3. Not to my knowledge." 

0PPOSITIOX Mn!BERS : Oh, oh ! and 
laughter. 

CREW AXD OFFICERS oF "DouGLAS )l.fAwsoN." 

Mr. KING (Logan) asked the Treasurer
" 1. ~What crew and officers are carried 

by the steamer 'Douglas 1\fa.wson'? 
"2. 'What amount of ov•Jrtime was 

paid-(a) To officers, (b) to members of 
the crew up to 30th June last?" 

The TREAS1JRER replied-
" 1. One master, one mate, one second 

n1ate, one chief engineer, one second 
engin~cr. one third engineer, six ~camen 
(A.B.'s), threo firemen, one rook, one 
Bteward; total, 17. 

"2. (a) Offi00rs. £166 6s. 7d~; (b) crew. 
£278 3s. lld." 

~MOTOR CARS OWNED BY STAT". 

i\'l:r. KERR (Eno(!(!C1''1) asked the Premier
" 1, I-Io\v many n1otor~cars ~l.TB owned 

by the State of Queensland at the r•resent 
moment? 

"2. How many were owned by the 
Queensland Government on 31st Decem· 
ber, 1914? 

" 3. What was the cost of annua, 
upkeep of State motor Yeh :c:es in 
Queensland in-(a) Finflncial rear 1914-
15, (b) financial year 1919·20?" 

The PREMIER replied-
" 1 to 3. This information will be 

obtained." 

SuRVEY oF TRAM ExTEXSION Tow.mDs 
ASHGROYE. 

Ylr. KERR asked the Secretary for Rail· 
\Yays-

" l. Is it a fact that, just ptior to the 
elections-that is, prior to the 9th October, 
1920-a trial survey or anv other survev 
was made in roladon to a"n extension o~f 
the tramway service along \Vatcrworks 
road towards Ashgrove? 

"2. If so, what was the object of such 
survey?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

" 1~ Yes~ 
"2. The sun·ev was tho rc9ult of a 

promise made by the GoYei·nment to a 
large deputation which requested the 
survc_,~ in ant1ci]1ation of the GovernmBnt 
assuming control of tho tran1ways." 

LEGAL FEES, h!PERIAL ~fEAT A~~CODNT. 

Mr. FLETCHER (Glarlstone) asked the 
Premier-

" 1~ To whom were paid tho leg·al fees 
of £13~816 3s. 6d., as sho,•m in t~e 
Imperi'll ~\feat Account for 1S20? 

"2. For what services were the fees 
paid?" 

The PREMIER replied-
" 1 and 2. A return will Le tabled~" 

A XTI·L ',BOl"R CA:--rDIDATES E:liPLOYED BY 
GovERNMENT. 

:\fr~ POLLOCK (Greoory) asked tb Pre
mier-

" 1. IIow manv State Ct:...,ernment 
cmployes contested seats in the iCJterestq 
of parties other than the Labonr party? 

" 2. How manv of these candidates 
ha~ve applied for' and have- been refus<>d 
reinstatement to their former ;)ositions ?" 

The PREMIER replied
" 1. Five. 
" 2. All these candidates have been 

reappointed to their former positions 
with the exception of Mr. Lodge, who 
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contc,tod the Fitzroy seat. This candi
d":te was offered a position hv the Com
mJsswncr for Railways ~t another 
centre, which, so far, he has not soon fit 
to accept." 

Hon. vV. H. BARNFS: At a lessor Sltla.ry. 

PAYllrE"Ts To MR. C. J. Ross FOR SuPERvisnw 
STATE MEAT SHOPS. 

Mr. MORGAN (Jiurilla) asked the Minis
ter in chargo of State Pnterprises-

" vYhat amount was paid to "Mr. C .. J. 
Ross fer supervising State meat shops 
since their inccpti on?" 

The TREASURER replied
" £950." 

SALES BY STATE PRODUCE AGE~CY. 

Mr. MORGAN 'asked the Minister m 
charge of State enterprises-

" 1. V\-hat was the value of produce 
sold through the State Agcnc:: on con
signment during last financial year? 

" 2 \Vhat was the value of produce 
purchased by the State Agency outside 
Queensland; also \vi thin the State? 

"3. V\-hat money was received for pro
duce sold that had in th" firot instance 
been purchased by the State Produce 
Agency? 

" 4. V\-hat amount was received from 
other State departments for produce 
sold to them?" 

The TREASURER replied
" 1. £43.012 10s. lld. 
" 2. Outside Queensland, £77,570 3s. 

6d.; within Queensland, £50,517 Ss. 5d. 
"3. £104,564 17s. 9d. 
" 4. £21.671 2s. 1d." 

Bt:rLDI!\GS OCCUPIED BY MR. WALLBANK AT 
MILES. 

Mr. MORGA~ asked the Secretary for 
Railways-

" \Vhat is the number of ro0ms. and 
dimoneions of same, of hc,use built at 
Mile,, and now occupied by ~fr. Wall
bank. The total co.'t of samo-(a) build
ing material, (b) wager paid?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

" Three rooms, each measuring 12 feet 
by 10 fed, vf'randas front and back, bath
roorn on baf'k V{~randa, gal1ey n1casuring-
10 feet square. (a) Material, rai1age, and 
vso of tools. £192 19s. 3d.; (b) wages, 
£187 3s. 10d." 

INQt:IRIES BY CmrMISSIONER FCJR PRICES. 

Mr. BEBBIJ\'GTON (Drayton) asked the 
Premier-

" 1. Has he read a copy of the fifty 
or more questions submitted to dairymen 
on transactions extending ovc•r six years 
by the Price Fixing Commissioner ? 

" 2. \Vhy was the dairyman selected 
as a profiteer and asked to give a return 
for six yea.rs, including values of land? 

" 3. Are business men askec1 to give 
the same information? If not, why not? 

" 4. Is he a \vare that fL farr11cr 1s corn
pelled to sell a cow's hide for the same 
price that he pays for a pau of bov's 
boots-that ie. often under 20s.? 

'' 5. Is he also a ware that ont of a. 
2 lb. tin of pineapples sold Ly the State 
and other canneries at 1s. 5d., the grower 
recei vcs onlv 3d.? 

"6. \Yill .he ask the Commissioner to 
inquire . into th~se matters: also. that, 
in any mqun-y mto the cost of pnmary 
products, farmers shall be .,]]owed the 
same hom·s of la.bour and the same rate 
of overtime and wag-e' as allowed to 
skilled workers, including Saturday and 
Sunday?" 

The PREMIER replied-
" 1 to 6. These matters will be 

inquired into." 

GovERNidE~T HELIEF DcRI:>G LAST YEAR. 

Mr. FRY (Euri/pa), in the absence of Mr_ 
T. R. Roberts. asked the Home Secretary-

" 1. How many persons have b:nefited 
by the receipt of Gon'"nmont relief dur
ing tho year ended 30th June last-(a) 
f<tn1ilies, (!;) single persons'? 

" 2. vYhat amount of money has been 
distributed as Government relief durmg 
the period mentioncd-(n) metropohtan 
area, (b) other districts?" 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. W
McCormack. Cairns) replied-

" 1 and 2. Full information will be 
given in the annual report which \Vlll 
be laid on the table of the House at an 
early date." 

GovERKMENT ADVERThiNG. 

Mr. FRY. on hohalf of ::\Ir. T. R. Roberts, 
asked the Premier-

" 1. Whether the article headed ' The 
Maranoa District (South-Western Quee':'s
land). Its vVonderful Resources, a~d. Its 
Illimitable Possibilities.' and similar 
matter have been published in news
papers and paid for as Government 
advertisements? 

" 2. If so, what am.ount was paid _Jas: 
financial vear to the 'Brisbane Courier, 
' Daih· Mail.' 'Telegraph,' and 'Daily 
Standard,' respectively?" 

The PREMIER repiled
" 1. Yes. 
" 2. 'l'hc information will be compiled." 

RAILWAY CmrMu~IC.\TION BETWEEN RocK
HHIPTON AKD MACKAY. 

Mr. FORDE (Rockhampton) asked the 
Secretarv for Railways-

" l. What mile~ge of railway is open 
for traffic between Rockhampton ·and 
:\fo.ckay, at the Rockhampton end? 

"2. ·what mileage of railway is open 
for traffic on the Xorth Coast Railway, 
between Mackav and Rockhampton, at 
the Mackay end ? 

" 3. vVhat mileage of railway has yet 
to be built to link up Rockhampton with 
Mackav? 

" 4. ~Vhen does he expect that the 
North Coast Railway will be completed 
from Rockhampton to Mackay? 



Questions. [l D N OVEl\IBER.] Personal Explanation. 137 

"5. Will he urge that eYcrything pos
sible be done to expedite the completion 
of thP above-quoted railway?" 

Th8 SRCRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

" 1. Rockhampton to \Vumalgi, 95 
miles. 

"2. Mackay to Carm.ila, 61 miles 
" 3. 43 mi lcs. 
"4. December, 1921. 
"5. Yes." 

BABY CLrxrcs FOR RocKHAMPTOK. 
Mr. FORDE asked the Home Secretary

" \Vill he expedite the establishment 
of the p1·oposcd baby clinics in Rock
hampton ?'' 

The HOME SECRETARY replied-
" Steps arc being taken to establish 

clinics in v:uious centres. Rockhampton 
is one of these centres, but it will take 
some time to organise the service and 
erect suitable accommodation." 

SPEECH BY REV. FATHER MACGINLEY. 

Hmr. W. H. B.<\.RNES (Rulirnba) asked the 
Secretary for Public Instruction-

" 1. Has his ·attention been drawn to a 
statement in the 'Daily Mail' newspaper 
of 18th Novemb0r. 1920, in which the 
Rev. Father McGinlev. when speaking 
on education at Childers, is reported to 
haYG expressed himself as follows:-

He strong-ly advised thorn: not to send 
their children to the State schools 
where the boys and girls lost their 
morals and their faith. To hell with 
the State schools!? 
" 2. Does he consider that the state

m_ent as reported, if correct, was one that 
should have boon made? 

"3. Will he take steps to ascertain its 
correctness? 

" 4. Should the report be found, after 
inquiry. to be substantially correct. will 
he take immediate steps to deal with the 
matter and to prevent a repetition of 
such utterances?" 

The SRCRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRDCTION (Hon. J. Huxham, Buranda) 
replied-

" 1. Yes. 
"2. Xo: nor 1s it the op1111on of his 

ecclesiastical oupcrior. I quote for the 
hon. member's information the following
remarks by Archbishop Duhig which 
appearod in this morning's issue of the 
Brisbflnc ' Daily Mail'-

Archbishop Duhig-, before leaving 
Brisbane I ast evening for Gayndah, 
stated that he had seen the rc]1ort in 
the latest issue of the 'Daily Mail' of a 
speech claimed to have been made by 
th<> Rev. Father C'vfcGinlcy. 

The Archbishop stated that if F>tther 
l\1cGinlev h"d madE> anv such st>tt<>
ments. he had expressed his own indivi
dual views. and that Father McGinley 
was a lone responsible. 

His Grace could not endorse either 
the sentiments or the language in which 
the views were expressed. He con
sidered that people should not discuss 
any matters at all unless they discussed 
them: calmly. 

'' 3. T\ o good purpose can be served 
by taking further notice of the alleged 
utterance. (Hon. vV. H. BARKES: 
Afraid!) 

"4. No law has been infringed." 

STORAGE AccmnrODATIOX AT PoRT AL1JA. 
:\h·. S\YAYXE (J£irani) asked the Trea-

~urcr-

" 1. Is it a fact that som.e of the stor
ag-e accommodation at Port Alma is being 
rPmovC'd '? 

" 2. If so, for what reason?" 

The TREASDRER replied-
" 1. I have no knowledge of the matter. 

Storage ac0ommodation at Port Alma is 
nndcr the control of the Rockhampton 
Harbour Board. 

'· 2. See reply to No. 1." 

REPORTS ON TRADE ENTERPRISES. 

Mr. FLETCHER (Port Curtis), without 
notice, asked the Minister in charge of State 
enterprises when will tho reports of the 
Commissioner for Trade and the Auditor
General on the transactions of the State 
enterprises for the year ended 30th June, 
1920, be made available? 

The TREASURER replied: The Act 
requires t.hat the Commissioner shall present 
his report to me some time in September
! am not sure of the date. I spoke to the 
Commissioner ,about it some few days ago, 
and he advised me that it would be utterly 
impossible to supply the report in Septem. her 
in any ;-ear, and that the Act should be 
amended. At all events, I expect to have the 
report in a fortnight or three weeks, and, if 
the hon. member so desires, I will let him 
know to-morrow tho exact date when it will 
be available. 

APPROPRIATION BILL. No. 2. 

RETURNED FROM CouNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
a mess-age from the Council returning this 
Bill without amendment. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
The TREASURER: I desire to ask per

n11ssion to make a personal expla.nation. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the plea.sure of the 
House that the Minister be allowed to make 
a personal explanation? 

l:-IOl'OUHABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The TREASURER: Fortified by the con
vincing cvidence that "someone had told 
hirn," J\lr. :Nl:Jcgrcgor, the membe.r for 
Merthyr. yesterday made a statement In this 
Chamber concerning myself that. 1f un
tmswcred, might be accepted as truth. I wdl 
not bDther repeating the statement,_ but I 
want to inform the House that dunn'l" the 
last three weeks of the late campaign I 
addressed the undernwntioned meetings on 
the dates and at the places mentioned-

Mondav. 20th Scptembcr-Torbaniea and 
Ho\;ard (two meetinp-s); Tuesda,-, 
21Rt Scptember-Childers; . Wedr:es
daY. 22nd September-Gm Gm: 
Thursdav, 23rd September-Mary
borough" and Ncwtown (two meet-

lion. J . .A. Fihelly.1 
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ings); Friday, 24th St-'pten1ber
Gympio; Saturday, 25th Scpte·nber
Forest Hill ; Monda: , 27th Soptom
her-Ips,.uich; Tuc"3day, 28th Scptenl
bcr-Cambooya; Wednesday, 29th 
Septernbcr--Stan~hOl'[H:; ThuL~day. 
30th Soptember-S\\an Creek ancl 
\Varwick; Frid'1.v, l~t October-Too
lvoornba; Saturday, 2nd Ortobcr--
Dalby; l\Ionday, 4th October-Albion 
a1;d Sp,ring Hill (two meetings); 
\\ eclnosnay, 6th Octobcr-Clarenc:e 
Con!er and Kangaroo Point (two 
ffi'-)cting ,) ; r_rhursday, 7th (ktobcr
Pacldingto:n and lpswich ruad (h\·o 
meetings); Friday, 8th October (the 
night preceding the elections), Wil
liarn street Citv · B·~rry -trcet 
Spri1~g I-Eli; anC:l ' Tocv\-ong (thre<~ 
mcotmg.s). 

'The can111aign co1n1nittee were notified fro1n 
'roo"\.Yoomba on 1st Ortobt'r that on accouut 
(jt a heavy col?- it mig~t be r:.:cce~·· ary to 
reduce n1etropohtan n10etlngs dnnnO' the last 
week ~o one rrwctinc;· pe-r night, ~fld the~~ 
were Instructed to cancel the n1cet.ing at 
Mcrthyr on Tucc_day, Eth. They .,-ere al·') 
Instructed to cancc! ono of the three n1eetings 
(Hawthorne) on lYlond"y, 4th, and to al:o>•i 
Albion and Spring Hi!! meetings to stancl 
and not to :tdvertise FridaY's me<=~tlncr at 
TcDvvong until further advis~d. This l~tte1~ 
":ts. duly acknowleclged on Monday, 4th. In 
~lddltlon to th:\ aboye progrmn:11e. Dr~~anising 
work of an extensiv-e and varied character, 
well known to my party, fell upon mv 
shoulders, ancl I . wntt:re to say th<lt th'e 
rt'cord 1s not a disrreditablo one. I would 
adcl that this i3 the first personal explanation 
I haYe had occasion to make in tho House 
and Jt is r~ndcrcd nec:~nary on1y on accou:1t 
of tne poisonous slandr:rs of irrr-,ponsibl t-:; 
\vho af,'30riatc \Yith whisperers and brazenly 
pu~li-·h malic.ious falsehoods, well aware ;f 
thc;r mendac;ty. (Opposition la-ughter.) 

WHEAT POOL BILL. 

SECO:-!D READIKG. 

The S~CR_ETA!=lY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. \\. ?\. G1lhes, Eacham): In rising 
to . mo':c the . second reading of this Bill, 
·-·• h1ch 1s a BJ!l of some importance to the 
countJ-y, I '':Ish to relate briefly the circum
stances Jcadmg up to the nocessitv for the 
passing of such a measure. In March, 1917, 
certam correspondence took place between 
the Gon:·nment of Queensland and the 
Pnme ::M:m1stcr and the Federal vVhoat 
Board concerning supplies of wheat for the 
current year until the new hanesting took 
pJacc, and the Federal \Vheat Board told 
the Government of Queensland that the 
pnce of whectt was 7s. Sd. per bushel, and 
that the Queensland Government must state 
ho_w much they required. That was the 
pnco they had to pay for it in the South 
and the Qne~n:-land Government \1 ere toLi 
to s.tate defimtely how much thev required; 
or, m other words, to guarantee the Southern 
Federal Wheat Board 7s. 8d. per bushel for 
all the wheat bought up by queensland up 
to the t1me of the harvesting of our own 
crop. There was considerable correspondence 
on the subJect. some of which was with 
Senator Russcll and the Prime Minister. 
W:1th rega~d to the sugar agreement. I 
m1ght mention that we did not demand what 
is called world's parity for our sugar, even 
though we were the rea.! sugar-producing 
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State in the Commonwealth, but after some 
correspondence and negotiations a reaEonab!e 
price wa'' arrived at for the supply of sugar; 
and, seeing that wo had dealt in a generous 
·way '~T1th the consun1crs of suo-ar in the 
South, it was thought that this Dperemptory 
rlemand by the Southern Wheat Board of 
7s. 8d. ?'er bushel-a high price at that time 
-~-·without consult-ing u.s U-· to whether jt wcr~ 
1 ',-orth that or net. \Ya~ sonw\vll,Jt diet1_tol·:ial. 
J:-loy; (~vcr, \YC finally had to agree to take 
\dl(~a~ .for our_, requ~n::n1f~nts at that price, or 
go \YitlJOut. lh':tr 111 n1Ind, we were refnsed 
tlv,~ right tu join tl1e FC'deral \Yheat Pool. 
Foliowin~ on this treatn1ent it was thought 
that, as Qucen~1antl ha~-: .,nfli~icnt land to pro 
duce all thz? vvhcat \VO require for ourselYes, 
ever"/ pffort ~ hou 1 cl b2 nHtdc to rnakc this 
StatC ~elf-~upporting. \Vhilo I clain1 no 
orl_ginality for ~ho idea of guarant~~cing 
pnccs, I v ouJd hke to sav that the J"abour 
CoYPrnrncnt of QuPcn:~:and-is the first GoYern
ment in this State thctt hccs introduced the 
guarantc'- iug of prices for agricultural pro
ducts, and, after inquiring into the question 
of the possible price'· and po ,sible supply of 
wheat throughout the world, it was quite safe, 
In n1y op1n1on, to guarantee our O\Yll farn1er~ 
8:;. per bushel for all the wheat they can 
produce during the corr1ing S{<lson. I think 
that \Y<n a \Vjse rnoYc, nnd, although I an1 not 

not goin~· to that either thut 
[4 p.m.] guarantee of or the addi-

tional ronc~,sion of "'tlpplying the 
nc~edv wheat fanner With ~ced wheat at cost 
pric(~. 

1
and giving hirn timr• to pay for it, ~as 

been t11e ~ole cause- of the rrsult, I do cla1n1 
that those t\YO considerations t:tkcn tog0t}1er 
are, to SGlTIC extent. re~ 1 J011siblc for the 
i~rrea~_cd c.I"I!). I think every honE.'~t por
~r)n Will giYC us rrcdit for that_ I went 
£u1Jy into the quc"~tion of bo\v much we 
could afford to guarantee. I think I should 
remind the House that the Federal Govern
ment was satisfied that 5s. per bushel was 
all they could guarantee to the wheatrrrowors 
during the current season. The LabOlrr 
GoYcrnrncnt of New South \Vales 'vent one 
better, and added half-a-erown to that figure. 
making the guarantee 7s. 6cl. for all the 
wheat produced in New South \Vaks, which 
is a large producing State-! suppose a 
State ,, hich nroduces ton times as much 
whect as we d~. After giving full considera
tion lo the mattPr, Cabinet decided that 
for this wht .-lt we should guarantee 
8;:;. and I make no apo!ogy 
t 1 con~umcr or the producC'r either, 
because I think w • ,,hould all look just 
a little bit further aht'ad than th" irnn1ed~:,, to 
pr ~ont. I a;n sntisficd that if you want a 
n1a.n to do a ccrttJiil thing, you nlU",,t give hin1 
son1c cncouragcn1t:llt, n nd one of the best 
1-va:vs to encourngc the man on thP land to 
gro·w .crops is tn ensure hirn a payable price 
for h1 con1n1odity, I do net care 'vhcthc·r it 
1s butter. or su~ar, or cheese: or ma1zc. 

An HOXOl'RABLE MEMBER: Or fruit? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Or fruit. Anything the civilised man 
requn'€'· to koC>p him alive, the peop1c who 
Droduce it shou!d he encounu.';ccl to produce, 
oth0rwise \YC < annot expect him to go on 
producing it. That opinion is fortified by a 
good many years of practical experience on 
the land, notwithstanding the remarks of 
one of the new members in this House. who 
questioned my experience as a farmer. 

Mr. PAYNE: You have forgotten more than 
he eyer knew. 



TVheat Pool Bill. [1!) N OYE;yiBER.] 139 

Tho SECRETARY FOR AGRI<"'ULTCRE: 
tb hon. member for J'vlitchol! says, I 

forgotten 111oro about fartning than the 
hon. men:bor for \Vide Bay has ever learned 
or is lihly to learn. (Opposition laughter.) 
Probably that is true of manv so-ulled 
fanners· who enter this IIouse. ~ 

} Ir. CuYTOK: .:\Tot many. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTUHE: 
I v.-oultl challenge the hon. men1bor to a test 
nf ::1 ny \York on the farn1~ploughing, axe 

or anything else-a puhlic exhibition 
on £ann at any work he likes to choose. 

::Vlr. CL \YTOx: Come on! 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
have had experience on tho land m'cself, 

and I have long since arrived at the conclu
Sion that there is nothing~not even rr1ining, 
even \Yhen carried on bv cornJnon-~ensc 
pra,~ti( al 1nen-rnoro sperulUtive than fann
_ing in this country. That being so, it bl•comes 
nc~'cssar~ for a, Governn1cnt having con1n1on 
sense and fore::;ight, as this Government ha \"8, 

to do· sorncthing practical to encourage the 
farmer to produce and keep on producing on 
tlw land. Instead of coming to this House 
and v asting a lot of time with long speeches 
and diatribes about "the poor, unfortunate 
man on the land." we have endeayourod in 
a con1mor.-sonse · "\\ay to do sorrwthing. 
(Hear, bear !) I say again that I make no 
apology to the consumer of br8a.d, or the 
producer of wheat of this State, for having 
recommended the Cabinet to guarantee Ss. a 
bushel for the present season, because I am 
quite satisfied that that price will not have 
tho effect of causing the consumer to pay 
anvthing more than he would by importing 
wheat from the other States. I took the 
same ,-iew with regard to sugar. I recog
nised that sugar mu~>t bring a high price, as 
compared with pre-war days, perhaps I 
should say the bad ol.d days of black labour, 
but I recognised that the <tlternative prob
ably was to pay £60 or £70 a ton for sugar 
g-rown outside by cheap, perhaps black, 
labour. It was necessary to look ahead, and 
I am one cf those~ --;.·:ho try to look .ft head, and 
I consid~r,-·d ,,·hat "\VvulJ be the nosit1on at 
the end of the three years' per1od of the 
sugar agreement. I thought it a wise thing 
that tbc people of Australia, particularly 
of Queensland, who benefit most, ··hould give 
the producers a fair and reasonable price in 
ord( r to t~ncourage thern to produce sugar. 

l\lr. MoRGAN: You do not believe in sweat
ing the farmer? 

The' SECRETARY FOR AGRICUL'J'C~-m: 
I do not. but I go further. The great 
difference bet"con me and the hon. mc71,h0r 

that whilst I do not holieve in sweating 
farmer, I do not believe either in sweat

ing the city worker. (Hear, hear!) I do 
not bclieyc in svveating any ·worker, and 
I hope I shall go out of politics hefore I 
take side-; with ono section of the workers 
against another, vrhcther "\va.ge-earner or 
farmer. That is the great differenre 
between the party on this side of the House 
and the party on the other side. The Labour 
party. as their objective says, stand for 
securing- the full results of their industry to 
all producers. 

GovERXMEc-;T l\1E~IBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. ::VlORGAN: Yet you are supported by 

one class. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTl~RE: 
Yes, the workers and producers. If the hon. 
member would road our platform, he would 

find that the Labour party's objective-as 
the objective of no othC'r party in politics in 
..:\.nstralia~~ta11cls for securing the full results 
of their industry to all producers, not on 1~
to the primary producers, but to the 
secondary producers also-to thP n1cn who 
are in the cities as lv··Il as the rncn "\Yho are 
in the country. (Hear, hear!) These men 
who talk so much about the farmers-when 
vou con1c to analyse t.hE.~ir priYate carcers
~n· _, vt!l'V often founJ. to be 1non who farrn 
thP farr;1ers and sweat the vvagc-earners. 

:Ylr. RYACi: Employ Chinamen! 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 

\Vhen the farmers want a leader, instead of 
getting a practical farmer like tho hon. 
member for Drayton, who, I do understand. 
knows something about producing cheese
although, strang:- to say, he never talks about 
chceso in this House, but always about 
butter, notwithstanding that I am told by 
one of his friends 'vho does not always 

with him, but noYertheless belongs to 
>·amc faith, that he has never produced 

a pound of butter in his life. 
::Ylr. VO\VLES: I rise to a point of order. 

I ask you, .iVlr. Speaker, whether ~he Minister 
is dcalinO' ·with the second read1ng of the 
Bill. If "'..ve are going to have this sort of 
thing, I shall cl.aim the same kmcl of 
latitude in reply. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTlJRE: 
I v.-as sa:ring--

J'vir. BEBBIKGTON: You wer-e telling 
deliberate untruths. 

The- SECR.ETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I am prepared to admit,. :Mr .. Speaker, that 
I hr: cl been led astray by mtel'] ectors. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! I ask the hon. 
member for Drayton to withdraw his remark 
that the Minist·cr told deliberate untruths. 

Mr. BEBBI)JGTON (Drayton): I with
draw it. It may not have been dehberate, 
but it was an untruth. 

Th+> SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
If the hon. member for Dra.yton \vill penmt 
1ne I will continue \Vhat I haYe to sa.y. 
., ~lr. :\I oRGAN: \Vhy do you want to be 

nastv? 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE_: 

I do not \vant to be nascy at all; there IS 

nothing further fro·m nl~,T rnind. I . have 
been drawn off the track somewh:tt by mter
jcrtions. I "\Yas g __ oing to say that, aft.cr ~ll 
this talk about a larmers' party, they choUld 
f'loct a practical farrner to be their leader. 

?vir. CORSER: You said that at election 
time. 

'l'he SECRETAHY FOR. AGRICULTURE: 
I believe that the hon. member for D_rayton 
knows something about the production of 
cheese, and that the reason why he tall~s 
so mud1 about butter in this ~Iouse ts 
bee a use he wants to divert a.ttenb on from 
the question of cheese. 

Mr. BEBBINGTOCi : The loader is the choice 
of this party, and we have that right, not 
vou. 
• T,he SECRETAR.Y FOR AGRICTJL'l'URE_: 
I want to lead up to the necr·sstty for th1s 
Bill, for the guarantee which the ?overn
ment gave involved some further acc~on on 
their p:ut. The fa1:mer,_ of all ';'en p~ob
ably in the commumty, 1s general.y agamst 
compulsion, and--since I belrevocl all the hme 
that the best way to handle this wheat crop 

Hon. W. N. Gillies.] 



140 Wheat Pool Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] Wheat Pool Bill. 

is by mr'lns of a pool, and that no pool can 
bt- succc s~ful vn}Qp,s it jg a con1pulsory one
I was vory pleased to be fortified by the 
deputa.tion which, introduced by the loader 
of tho Opposition, waited on the Premier 
and m• oclf from the farmers and wheat
growers, and urged that the pool should be 
compuhnry. No time has been lost in fram;ng 
the Dill, no time has been lost in this 
House so far as the Bill is concerned. and 
no time has been lost by myself in making 
all tho preliminary arrangements. Follow
ing on that deputation, it became noce'lsarv 
for the Premier to go South to endeavoui· 
to arrive at some basis as to what was going 
to be the price of wheat for Australia during 
the current year. Now, the guMantee of 
8s. a bushel to the farmers gave us an interest 
in this matter. T think I might say that 
the Premier, Mr. Theodore, delayed his visit 
to the Southern States one dav in order to 
recciYo the deputation to mvseif. led by the 
loader of the Opposition, to urgP upon the 
Government the establishment of a wheat 
pool. We know from the representations 
made that a wheat pool is acceptable, not 
only to the Government. but to both sides 
of the House, and I am satisfied that the 
wheat pool will be a success. A conference 
was hr•ld in TomYoomba on the 22nd October. 
and the farmers' representatives dee1ded on 
a wheat pool. A deputation "aited on 
myself and the Premier on the 26th. and the 
Premier of Queensland left for the South 
on the 27th to finalise matters in connection 
with the Australian price; and, as 1-,on. 
members are. aware, from Prf>"'ls reports, a 
recommendatwn was made bv the Anstralian 
Wheat Br:ard to the Prime Minister, who 
referred 1t to the Premier's Conference 
that 9s, shonld be the price for f a,.q. wheat 
on a seaport basis for Australia d•uino- the 
current yi'ar. That is ls. a bushel ~ore~than 
the guarantee that has been given by the 
Ql;'e~nsland GovPrnment. That is for prime 
!lllllmg whea.t,_ though I do not think there 
1s very !lluch difference ?etween prime milling 
and _fa1r average quality wheat, so in my 
opmwn the Government were justified from 
every point of view, in giving tha.t gua;antee, 
and to some extent that guarantee was 
res pons.' ble for us having a record crop. 
There 1s a record crop this year, 

::\1r. VowLES: You gave the guarantee after 
the seed was put in. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Ko; that is 110t true. The statistics show 
that the crop will exceed 4,000,000 bushels. 
That 1s not sufficient for our own require
m~mts, but, I hope, as time goes on, that we 
w1ll producn not only all the wheat neccssarv 
for our own requiremcuts, but that we will 
b· flble to export. h<•cause I mn satisfied that 
there are hundreds of thousands of acres in 
the \H'stern part of this State suitable for 
wheat-growing. 

i\fr. CLAYTO!": \V ill you encourage them 
to go on gro\VIng? 

,The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
'I hat 1s the kmd of mtorjection you might 
expect from a gentleman who has not paid 
!'"Y . atter;tion to political economy. He 
mtel']ects m a vague way about encouraging 
the farmer. I eay th1s GoYcrnment have 
in ~ Jl.ractical \vay, encouraged whea~ 
gro\Vlng 1n a \vay no previous Government 
ha.Yc. ever attempted to do~by guara.ntE'cing 
a pnce. 

:Mr. DEBBINGTON : Question. 
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
rraking the price for the lnst twenty 
s-ears in QuePnslnnd, the average is some
thing less th,m half what this GoYernment 
hayc guaranto,·d, namely, Ss. The hon, 
gentleman intcrjcrts about encouraging. 
\\'ell, let them come along with some prac
tical scheme instead of talking about the 
poor farmer. or incrc.1te to tho House and 
the country through "Hansar.cJ" where their 
GoYcrnment haYe done anything half as 
good aR we have done. 

:vir. COR',EH : This is their scheme. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I nm vcrJ' pl·cased to know that the hon. 
member interjects that "This is their 
schen1e," nlPaning his party endorse the pool. 
I ~ay this scheme was absolutely necessary 
owing to tlw fact that this Government had 
guarautc£'d 8,. )Wr bushel, v:hich is our 
sdtc~uc. ~l1hat it:J a guarantee no previous 
Government ever '"ttempted to giYc. All the 
guarantee they C'YPl' gave to the farnlC'l'S \vas 
the rai1\Yay guarantee and a. lot of 11romiscs 
at election time. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: No. They gave mon.ey 
to the farmers to plough the land and put 
\Vheat in. You never gave them a cent. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I would ask the 
hon. member for Dravton to refrain from 
interjecting. Ho wili "have an opportunity 
later of speaking on the question. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTVRE: 
Briefly, the objects of the Bill are to take 
power to appoint a hoard. I think I might 
mention here that when the deputation wait-ed 
on myself and the Premier we agreed that 
the representation on the board should be as 
urged by the deputation, and that will be 
Nrried out. The board will consist, although 
it is not mentioned in the Bill, of five repre
sentatives of the growers, who shall be 
gro,vers of \vheat, on<> financial man-I am 
a.-,king the associatDd banks to take up the 
question of n0n1inating such a man-and a 
chairman, who, in my opinion, should be a 
Government officiaL That is not laid down 
in the Bill either. 

l\-h. MORGAN: \Vhy don't you include the 
number in the Bill? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
There is no occasion to do so, for this reason: 
I have already promisr>d that to the leader 
of the Opposition, and I am in the habit of 
keeping my promises, as hon. members of 
this House will agree. 

::Vlr. BEBBINGTON : This board will be going 
0::1 for years. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I promised the leader of the Opposition that 
I would agree to the resolution passed at 
Toowoomba, and that is quite sufficient for 
the farmers and for this House. The Dill, 
briefl,1', provid€s for the establishment of 
this board, and it will be compulsory for 
the whole of the f.a.q. wheat of Queens
land to come under the board. The board 
will have ample powers. They have a free 
hand practically to handle the crop and 
financ"c th<> scheme. I should cav that while 
the Premier was in the South he consulted 
the Prime Minister. I raised the question on 
the deputation that wait·ed on me and 
pointed out that under the Constitution it 
was impossible for the Commonwealth Go
vernment to lee"ye Queensland out of the 
guarantee of 5s. The Prime l\1inister assured 
the Premier of Queensland that Queensland 
would come in for the guarantee of 5s., which 
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mPans that 2s. 6d. will be paid on delivery 
and 2,. 6d. will be paid by certificate, which 
will be payable on the 30th April, so that 
in pradice 5s. will be available for the 
financing of the scheme. I might mention 
that. although it is not laid down in the 
Bill, the board will hnve power to dt,al '"ith 
the matter of payments bv the millers. I 
find tha.t in the c'1se of some of the Southern 
wheat pools they insisted on the miller pay
ing in advanct', and I am satidied that the 
5s. guarantee by the Federal Government is 
quite sufticient to finance the scheme. ThG 
difference bL'tWf'Pn tl10 8s. guaranteed by this 
Go'n'rll!Hent and th~) 9s. agr('cd u_pon by thP 
PrPinit'rs' Conference n1av amount to c_t.bout 
£200,000. I do not know· what the expenses 
"·ill be. That will be a matter for the board. 
The fees of the hoard arc n•allv a matter that 
J hRn' rrser.'PU to mvself. hut I have no 
hard-and-fast irlPas a bout that. The' dutic-; 
of the board will bo heavv. Thov have a 
yery big job in front of them, an:d I haYe 
no reason to doubt but that the farmers. in 
selectin!!' their L)nrescntatiycs. would select 
the Y0l:Y best men thcv can secure. The 
board w'i]] be agents for 'the farmers to carry 
ont a huge ro-opcratiYo n1arketing s.chemc. 
Tlwy will haYc to appoint son-ants. agenb, 
and officers, ancl pay them whatpvcr theY con
sider a rC'asonabic rcl.vard for their sor--riccs. 
They haYe pmYcr to take control of the grain 
sheds of the State. That is absolutely nece,_ 
eary. I might mPntion that the Commis
sionC'r for Rail ways has 1nadf' arrangen1cnts 
with several indi ,-iduals to lease the grain 
sheds. bnt I am satisfied there will he no 
·difficulty in the handing OY{'l' of thc,so grain 
sheds to the wheat board when appointed, 
bccausc> the whole of the farmers in tho 
\vheatgro\Ying district3 ar·c interested in this 
schen1c. 

Mr. BEBBEGTON: There arc other crops to 
consider. 

The SECRET \RY FOR AGRICl:~LTURE: 
There arc other crops, but the \\heat crop 
is the most important crop. The whe1t crop 
prcn·iclcs food for man. 

Mr. MORGAX: Doesn't maize? 

Mr. DEBBIXGTON: \Vhat o"bout barley? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTL.:RE: 
This is purely a wheat Dill. If the hon. mcm
brr \\-i~1H'~ to n1ake it more co-rnprrhcnsiYe, 
we can discuss all tlw dotai16 fra,Jklv and 
honestly >vhcn wo g·ot into Committee. "There 
will be no objection to paying reasonable 
compen'iation to those persons \vho havo 
leased the grain d1eds. I am satisfied that 
there will be no cliHicultv about that at all. 
Any contracts y, hi eh ha>;e been entered into 
since lt was decided to forrn the \Yhcat pool 
mav be nullified. If cont.racts were entered 
int~ through any InisreprP<Jentation or Jnis
understanding, then they can be nullifiPd. 
Thut is Ycr": neces:-:ary. :\1.) syn1pathy is 
with the farmer, who does the work and 
takes all the risks. If the speculator has 
bt~en at 1vork, I ha.ve giYen hin1 due \Varning 
that all contracts may be nullified. 

Mr. MORGAX: What if the contracts ure 
not to the detriment of the wheat~;rowers ., 
What will happen then? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
T,hev must be to the detriment ol the wheat
growers. Proper accounts sha'll be kept by 
the board, !Subject to inspection by the 
Auditor-General. I do not know that there 
is any necessity for me to give a'ry sort of 

a lengthy speech with regard to fhe pro· 
.-isions of this Bill. It is a simple scheme. 
The Dill wa< drafted several times t,ofore it 
met with my approval. The first draft was 
some>vhat on the lines of the Southern Acts. 
The Sout.'tern ,1,cts, however, are more com
prehensive, because they deal with large 
quantities for export, and the boaru there 
is more of n permanent institution. In the 
South the board does not onlv rleal with 
one season's crop, but. deals \vith exports 
from year to year. This scheme is a very 
simple one. Ko doubt, the leader of tho 
Opposition has gone through the Dill very 
carefully, and I think he will agree that it 
is a sin1plo scheme, because every power 
neco"ary is giYen to the board-and it will 
b<' practically a board of growers-to carry 
out the scheme for the growers. There arc 
no restrictions. as the GovNnment >Yill not 
iutc.rfcr€' in any \\ay 1vith the scheme. Tho 
finances are arranged for in the Prinw 
Mini.st<>r's promisr', and there should bo no 
difficultv on that scan~. I think that the 
scheme 'generally should be a ~uccess. I have 
much pleasure in moving the second reading. 

Mr. MOORE: I listened with a good deal 
of interest to the second reading- speech of 
the :Minister for Agriculture. He seems to 
ha..-e taken a great deal of credit to himself 
and his GovNnment for the common-sense 
view ta,ken by the Government, but it is an 
extraordinary thing that that common-sense 
view synchronises with the rise of th6 
Farmer\ party. It was only whcm the 
Country party saw the nocf'"'-sit:;· of looking 
after the-ir own affairs that the Government 
comn1enced to take a c.:ornmon-~ense vie\v. 

The SECRETARY FOR AG!UCULTURE: \Vhat 
a Lout the guarantee? 

l\Ir. CoRSF.H: You v, Pre againPt a guarantee, 
as you voted with Denham. 

Mr. :\IOORE: T am satisfied that the guar
antee wa,s the only pos,iblo thing to be done 
b:: the Government. \Vo in Queensland had 
gone down to such a l:1mentable ex:ent that 
it looked as lf 1ve were goino· out of the 
industry altogether. Something had to be 
done. 

Th" SECHETARY FOR Aomcan:m: : The 
Tory GovPrnment did nothing when it went 
uown in Victoria.. 

Mr. 1\TOORl~: It only went down in Vic
toria under the Fedora.! Government. \Ve 
found that something ha·cl to be done in 
Queensland to encourage the wheatgrowers 
to go on with the wheat indnstr.v. and the 
Govcrnrnent gave a guarantee. They kne\v 
when they made the guarantee that the wheat 
would bo worth more than Ss. per bushel 
,.-hen the harvest came. \Vhen the harvesting 
was started we found that absolutely nothing 
at all had been done by the GovermlJent in 
connection with paying t,hc guar·ante•~'. 

The SECRF:TARV FOR AGIHCULTcRE: 'l'his 
Govc~nment are in the habit of kccpiEg their 
promie;;es-

Mr. MOORE : That is all verv well but 
the farmers had started the ~harvest' and 
there was nothing done by the' ('ovcrnment 
towards paying the 8s. per bushnl guarant0e. 
\Vhen the farmers found that no cnrange
m ents had been made, they took the matter 
into their own hand;; '!:'hey held a meetong 
m Toowoomba and formed a depnhtion to 
the . Minister. They suggested 1o the 
Munster that a wheat pool should be i armed. 

Mr. Maore.] 
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He 7J..w the '"isclon1 of the suggesti Jll and 
accepted the position as laid do.\vn by the 
whcatgrowcrs, and brought in this Dill. 

Hon. J. H. COYNIC: Didn't the Government 
promi ·e Ss. per bushel ? 

l\Ir. :YIOORE: Yes, the Govermnent pro
mised Se. per bushel. I don't der;y that. I 
arn not taking any credit away from the 
Government for guctrantneing Ss. per bushel. 
But anyone could guarantee 8s., seeing that 
there is a shortage of "·heat ali over the 
world. 

Hon. J. H. COYC.:E: It was gwtranteed five 
months ago. 

Mr. MOORE : The Minister for AgTiculture 
takes credit for looking ahead und the 
Governn1ent n1erely looked aheed. The 
farmers looked behind. and see ··shat has 
happened during the regime of the present 
Government and under the late Govern
ment. The farmers remember when thev 
were offered a guarantt'o of 3s. 6d. pe~· 
bushel for thE'ir wheat in Quocnshncl, while 
~t the same time, the Govcrnrnent 1l:ere pay~ 
mg Ss. lOd. per bushel for wheat ~oming in 
from other place'. \Ye found that the wheat 
lands \Vere going out of cultivation, and 
something had to be done. 1 am glad that 
the Go"",~erninr-nt took a l'Casonablv sensible 
view of the ~ituation, and agreed~ to pay a 
guarantee of Ss. per bushel. I do nor think 
there is anything wonderful in the Govern
ment doing that. All the same, they 'la.ve not 
made any arrang<"ments at all to )Jay the 
guarantee of Ss. per bushel. 

Hon. J. H. CoY~E: The arrangements are 
made. 

:Ylr. MOO HE: The gu";rantee "as given in 
J unc. I congratulate tne Government for 
giving the guarantee, but I condemn the 
GoYernn:ent. for not 1naking arrangement" 
for papng 1t when the harvesting started. 
\\"bat \Yould have happened if the farmers 
did not hold that meeting and come down 
and ask for the formation of a wheat pool? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The Cabinet 
discussed it before you came down. \Ve 
"·ere not going to tell you everything. 

Mr. MOORE : But the Govemment did 
not n1ak•' arrangements to pay the guarantee. 
They may ha 1·e discuesed it, but they did 
not do anything by tho ti111e the harve't 
sta rtcd. The farmers were forc0d into the 
position of having to hold a meeting at the 
busiest tim0 of the year, and they had to 
come down and ask the .Minister to form a 
wheat pool. 

Mr. GrLDAY: You opposed a wheat pool 
some tin1e ago. 

::\1r. J\lOORE : The hon. member for Ithaea 
does not know what he is talking about. 

Mr. GrLDAY: I know more about wheat
growing than you. 

Mr. Ji100HE : I am not talking about 
wheatgrmYing, but about the wheat pool. 
You said I objected t'1 go into the wheat 
pool. I r'm produce the letters which I 
wrotP to ::\l[r. Hyan, asking him to keep the 
wheat pool open so that the wheat farmers 
would ha Ye an opportunity of getting into 
it. 

Mr. GILDAY: I do not mean that you per
sonally opposed it; but the farmers growing 
"·heat \Yere opposed to it. 

Mr. ::\IOORE: The hon. member for Ithaca 
is wrong again. 1-Ie is ahvays 1vrong. rrhe 
Minister for Agriculture, in order to find out 

[Ji r. M oure. 

the \Yhootgrowers stood, asked them tc> 
.1. rc£erendun1 on the qucstion

1 
and 

t\Y(:'nt:;,~nine voted iu favour of entcrin{r the 
pool, clE>ven against, and seven did not vote 
>~t all. That is what he calls being against 
lt. 

ThP SECRETARY FOR AGRIC"GLTCRE: Don't 
YOU kno1y that the Prirne ::Ylinister would 
i1ot let QuE-ensland forn1 a 'vheat pool? 

Mr. CoRSER: It was open for Queen eland 
to con1c Into tho pooL 

::\Ir. MOORE: It was open for you to 
come in. \Ye asked for it. I can show you 
the corrcSllOlldonce in 1916. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTcRE: In 1917-
1918 it wa., refus<'·d by the Prime Minister. 

:'vlr. :\;JOORE: The y<~ar after, when the 
gro\Yf'rs wa11teJ. to f'mnc in, the Premier said 
it was too late. The Queensland Govern
ment was too 'hortsighted in its policy to 
ta kc a(-h-antage of the pool "\V hen it "-as first 
offered. Thev did not know whether it was 
going to b'- ' a ;;::uc·,...:css or not, and conse
qaentl:v thought there might be a few vctec 
lo--,t. 

:\Jr. HA RTLEY : The gTm·, ers would not 
come n1. 

:Ylr. :\IOOHE: I tell you that they \vanted 
to come in. 

~I:'. _f-IARTLEY: Aft.(_r you n1ade it too late 
by \·our o1.vn dcla:v. 

::'\lr. MOORE: Tho Government asked for 
a referendum of the farmers at the busiest 
ti1nc of the year. 

11r. HARTLEY: The hon. member for 
Cnnninghatn would not have it. 

Mr. i\fOOHE: The member for Cunning
ham did not rcprrse11t all the vdwatgro-..,vers 
in Queensland. He ·did not know if it was 
a good thing for the wheatgrowers of the 
State Dr not. The Governn1ent "\vere not 
game to take it on themselves, and that was 
whv thev sent round and had a referendum 
of 'the farmers on the question. 

A GoYERKMENT J\Jj:~mER : The member for 
Cunningham represents more \vheatgro,vers 
than you do. 

Mr. MOOHE : It does not matter whether 
I repre,ent any wheatgrowers or not. I 
have the interests of the farmers at heart, 

and if I considered it a good 
[4.30 p.m.] thing for the wheatgrowers to 

go in for a pool, I would not 
ask for a refercnd urn, but would take t_he 
responsibility on my own shoulders to go m. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Why didn't you form a 
wheat pool outside the Government? 

Mr. MOORE: The Government are not 
doing anything much in this really. (Inter
jections.) 

The SPEAKEH : Order ! 

::\Ir. l\![OORE: I am pleased to ·see that 
the Bill has been brought forward to-day. 
The forming of a wheat board is a very 
big thing. The Commonwealth Government 
has come to the rescue in the way of finance 
in a great measure, and, although Queens
land did stand out in the past, they 
now have the opportunity of se.curing the 
assistance from the Commonwealth GoYern
mont. 

T::c SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
did the Commonw,oalth Government 
arrangements in connection with 
money? 

When 
make 
their 
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}1r. MOORE: \Yhcn the conference v,as 
in ::\lelbourne. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Since 
:your deputation? 

Mr. 2\IOORE : Yes. 
ThoQ SECRETARY FOR AGRIC'ULTl'RE · /I'he 

Commonwealth Government made no a;Tange
ment as regards the 5s. 

Mr. MOORE: They did. I say the 
Queensland GO\-crnment should ha,-e made 
some arrangements when guaranteeing Ss. 
per bu,hel as to how thev were o-oi no- to 
pay it. Be,ides, the whe:'1t harv:St t~kes 
placo earlier in Queensland than it does 
in the South. In Queensland, the harvest 
had already started before this Government 
commenced to do anything_ It is no use 
your saying, ''Look at the wonders \ve 
have done," vvhen the position is such as it is. 

There arc many thing-s in the Bill which 
want a good deal of discussion in Committee. 
I would like to have seen. for instance that 
the board was made definite. The J\1i'nister 
can put as 1nany persons Dn it as he cares to. 
\Ye know that very often outside predure 
1s brought to bear on Thiinistcrs to put other 
people on. \Ye want this pool to be run 
by the "grmvcrs. \V 0 ·do not >vant to run it 
selfishly, but we do want the board to 
consist of the men who grow and produce 
the wheat-we want the pool run in thE' 
way most profitable to these men. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You 
said just now that vou want it run bv the 
growe~s, and in the -~ext breath you say you 
want 1t run by the Government. 

Mr. MOORE : W ~ do not want the 
::Vliinstcr to put on the board men who 
have not the same objects in Yicw as the 
growers had in asking for the pool. 

T\'Je 6ECRE1'ARY FOR AGRICL:LTURE : You 
have my promise in regard to the board. 

Mr. MOORE: I am quite agreeable to 
accept the Minister's promise, but we do 
no_t . know how long he is going to be 
Mm1ster. He may be overruled by Cabinet. 
vVe have known Ministers to be overruled 
by a vote in the caucus. Consequentlv, I 
do not think anything would have been 
lost if it had been definitely stated in the 
Bill whom the board was to consist of. 
If it were to consist of fiye g-rowers a 
financial expert, and a Government nomi.nee 
as chairman we would have been perfectly 
satisfied. I do not suggest for a minute 
that the Minister is going to break his 
promise, unle;,.:; any unforeseen circumstances 
occur. but I think it would be much safer 
to have it definitely stated. 

\Vc would aloo like to sec a provision 
made whereby if anyt.1Jing should happen 
to a member of the board that the man who 
is nominated in his stead should be a man 
from the district which the first man 
represents. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICFLTT!RE: That 
could not be laid down in the Bill. 

Mr. MOORE: You can lay down anything 
in the Bill in detail so that there will be 
no misunderstanding. The farmers natur
ally want to know where they are when 
there is a wheat pool m~ablished. \Ve 
also think that all wheat should be accepted 
by the pool. There is going to be a con
siderable amount of unmillable wheat this 
time-the estimates vary from 15 per cent. 
to 25 per cent.-and if there is going to be 

4,500,000 bushels harvested, and bad weather 
sets in, we may have 1,000,000 bushels of 
inferior wheat. There should be some 
arrangement made for this. Second quality 
could be exported at a profitable price. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTT!RE: That 
would be tying the hands of the pool. 

Mr. MOO RE: It is not a question of 
t 0 ing the hancls of tho pool. The board 
is allowc<-1 to give exemptions for all second
quality wheat, and it is only reasonable that 
when the pool is going to manage the wheat 
business it should take the responsibility 
of accepting all wheat, whether second or 
milling; and, if there is going to be export 
of second wheat, the pool would have the 
opportunity of getting it down to Brisbane 
in the most economical way, and of export
ing it at the best price they can get. If 
it is not suitable for milling in Queensland, 
I do not think the Minister should see 
anything unreasonable in providing for the 
pool, or board, to do the best they can 
with it. 

Mr. HARTLEY: How would that affect the 
price? 

Mr. MOORE: Second-class wheat can be 
sold in the East to-day at a better price 
than fair aYerage quality. It will mean a 
bonus to be distributed by the pool among 
the farmers. The pool undertakes to sell 
in the best wav thev can. If it is all 
going to be left' to b'e sold in Queensland 
as fodder, it is likely to create an unsatis
factoe_y pmition_ 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS : vVhat 
quantity of second-class wheat would ,there 
be? 

::'11r. MOO RE: I do not kno,,- that 
definitely, but the Estimates show E· per 
cent. to 25 per cont.--it may be 20 per vnt. 
It may be about 1,000,000 bushels. 

The SECRETAHY FOR Punuc LAKDS: How 
abDut storage'? 

J\:-:·. ~IOORE: Storage ha<:: to be proYided 
for the wheat, in any case•_ There will have 
t·~ bo stacks built. I think tloe Commissioner 
f8r R(._il wa~v anticipates that ~C1cks are to 
b:-:' built at th(~ various railwav stations. 
'IlH'lC j;) tt good deal of st<n·a~2~ available~ 
and bE -ides, all the wheat is not going to 
con•p in this month or next month; the last 
of it mav not bo in until probabl:.' May or 
'-Jure. It is going to be a continual opera
t~Dn, <Utd it won't require such a vast amount 
rf sb.;rJ.ge as \vould be required in New 
P .Juill \Yales. r:L'herefore, the storage vvon't 
lJ,~ such a big iten1 as the Governrnent antici
patP. I think it is ver_,- important that the 
;\Iinister should recognise this question of 
second class wheat. I think the }linistcr said 
that compon ation would probably be paid 
reg:1 rding; grain sheds. The Con1missioner 
for Railways leased them to individuals or 
co-operative companies to tak? thorn over, 
and now that there seems to De an oppor
tunitv of, perhap', recovering a little for 
storage. they ha\B to givP them up; so I 
think it only reasonable if the contract is 
to ~e hroken-1 do not believe in br<Jaking 
contracts if possible-but if it has to be 
done, I think it would be better to sec that 
thej- have an opportunite' of p;etting com
[l0nsation to pay them for out of pocket 
c·.ptnses and losses. I also think it is n~)t 
fair that the wheat should take up the ,,-hule 
of the grain sheds to the cxc!LJ.sion of every
thing else. These sheds were put up for 
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grain sheds, and the men who arc growing 
barley should luwe a portion of them for 
tho purpose of storing their crops. A lot 
of barlcv comos in at the same time as the 
wheat, and those men should haYO the same 
opportunity of sheltering their crops as the 
\vhcatgro\vers have. \Vo con1€~ to a clause, 
then, that might cause a gncat deal of hard
ship in some cases, and that is clanse 18, 
under which tho Government will take out 
their money first. As we kno\v, sorne of 
these wheat liabilities go back to 1902. l\lany 
of them go back eight or nino years. It 
says here that any mortgage which has been 
incurred by a farn1er since recciYing an 
advance from the Government shall not be 
taken notice of until the Government's claim 
has been satisfied. The GoYornment haYe 
the right to ta.ke the whole or part of the 
mom•v to satisfv their claim. From this 
year's crop we s'ay they should take only a 
portion of their clailn. rrhc GoVCI'Il111t'nt's 

liens or n1ol·tgages arc not regi,,tered, and a 
n1an \vho lPnds 111oney to a fanner cannot 
tell ,,·hethcr he has recei vcd a loan from 
the Government. He lends in good fa.ith. 
and then the Government arc to be in a 
pmition to step in and trtl'e the wlwle of the 
proceeds of the wheat to clear their liability, 
and !ertve these men in tho lc1rch. It is onlv 
a reasonable thing that the Govcrnmcl1t 
should b0 ln the sarne position a.s these 
other indi\'iduals; thev should not have a 
prior c 1 airn. ~ 

The SECRETARY !OR ~'I.GRICULTGRE: That Js 

not a hard and fast clause. 

Mr. :VIOOHE: If we can relv on the 
l\iinistP1· rtdtuinistering it Hl a ~fair and 
rca~onable \Va\y there will be nothil.ig tu 
cornp1a-in about,. 

The SECR>:TAHY FOR AGHICl'LTUHE: You eau 
rely on that. 

~Ir. F. A_. COOPER: Considering it is our 
schenH"". 

Mr. MOORE: Considering it is the 
scheu1e of t,ho \\·hcatgTO\VCl'B, they are quite 
prepared to c ~rry it out in the best '':aY 
t.hat they can. They do not ant the Minis· 
ter to step in am!· take the whole of the 
procc,ods. \V e know perfectly \''eil that 
Dlstrict Court sununonses \\Cre issupd against 
certain men, and they wcrt~ put in a.. state 
of anxiety \Vhen thDy had uothing with 
"·hich to pay. 

The SECRETAHY FOH AGRIGULTUHE: You 
must admit that some of them who could 
rny would not pay. 

Mr. MOORE: I admit some of thom could 
pa;· ; and there are some of them the 
Gm'ernment will never got anything out of. 
I do not agree with any fm·mor g·etting out 
of his liabilities. I do not want the Govern· 
mont to gi vc them those. I on!~, want 
reasonable. treatment. If an individual comes 
to the assistance of a farmer and helps him 
to !!et his crop, he should not have to take 
a back seat to the Government. There is a 
clause here the Minister did not touch on, 
and I would like an explanation about it
clause 23. If there is no price fixed, how 
can there be a difference between the price 
flxcd and that stated in the notification? It 
s0ems to be a most extraordinary clause. The 
Minister has put it in for some particular 
purpose, I suppose. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The 
object of that dause is to prevent cornering 
in wheat, bran, and pollard. 

[Mr. Moore. 

Mr. MOORE: There can be no cornering 
in wheat when all the wheat has to go 
through the pool: and there is no other fixa
tion of priee'. The selling price is f1xed, and 
it has to be sold to the mills by the board. I 
do not know what that clause is for. 

Mr. HAR1'LEY: The purchasing price to the 
fanner is fixed, but the selling price from 
the wheat board outward is not fixed, under 
this Bill. 

Mr. :VIOORE: All the expenses have to 
come off the 9s. a bushel, rtnd this is what 
has to be charged to the miller. The Premier 
said the price of flour is not to go up. If 
the board is going to charge 10s .. lls., or 
12s. it \Yould go up. \Ve consider, also, 
that the price should be paid at country 
raiiway sidings, not at seaboard rates. 

The SECRETAHY FOR AGRICULTURE: That 
is the basis of all Southern pools. 

"VIr. l'IIOORE : Tho man growing wheat at 
Rorna will be in a worse position than the 
ono growing it at Toowoomba. vVo think 
the fo rrn.ero should get the same price all 
ewer QuPensland. T'he man \\ho happens to 
Le far a way h·orn civilisation growing wheat 
should no1· lw penalised because of that, but 
should got the same price as the man who 
hannons to be close to the coast. I do not 
kno;,, whether the 'l'hole of the rates have 
to ho pooled before the Anal dividend is 
l;cade-•.,hcthe;· the board takes all the 
wheat and deducts all the charge:.. \\' e ha Ye 
a diffPl'ClltiuJ S' .:..tcnl of railwav ra.tes for 
wheat and flDw0r con1ir.g doYFn·: There is 
g-oing to he a good dcal of diflkultc· when 
you hase a place when• one mill can sell 
tlwir flour in Brisbane a good deal ch0apcr 
than another. A seaboard basis in Too
'\Yoomba and a seaboard basis jn R.oma. is 
the difference in the rail way freights. 

Mr. PETEHSON: Do YOU think the Too
\VOOn1ba gro\YC'r would ;gre-0 to that sugges~ 
tion of yout":l as again· t the Ilom<-: gro\vcr? 

:'lir. :VIOORE: I think so: yes. 

:VIr. PETERSOX: It \Yill mean a reduction 
for him if the expenses haYc to come out of 
the pool. 

:vir. MOORE: Of course. it will mean a 
slig·ht reduction. It is not a question of one 
wbeatgrowcr .g·etting ahC'ad of another \Yheat
gro\Yer. \Ve have gone into this co-oper,ttive 
pool, and all we want is fair treatment for 
all the growers, but the Bill is framed in 
such a way that it rrppears that thoro m:w 
lw disrrin1ination. This n1atter is one ~Nhjrh 
shonld he verv carefully watched. The hoard 
;;·ill ha vo a v0rv hard 'task in front of them, 
and \\'(' should see"that. \Vh<tt they have- to ,do 
is c!earlv stated in the Bill. vVe want to 
show the Minister that with our assistance 
he can probably make this Bill a better Bill 
tha.n it is at the present time, and I hopo 
the hem. gontlPman will be reasonable when 
the measurf' goes into Committee. I trust he 
will accept reasonable amendments from this 
side of the House. I hope he will not take 
up the attitude with regard to any clause 
that the provision has been introduced by 
the Government and cannot be altered. The 
object of thic, House should be to make the 
Bill the best poesible Bill that it can be 
made. 

Y[r. HARTLICY ~ It will be a bad Bill for 
the worker. 
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Mr. MOO RE: The \Vorker does not come 
in'J this Bill. 

l\Ir. HARTLEY: The v, orker will come in 
afterwar.ds. 

Mr. ::\100RE: The Bill -deals with wheat
growers, and we want to 1nake it a satisfac
tory Bill. 

:\lr. 1-YEIR: Our men want to be protected 
as -..-..:ell as ~our n1en. 

'\Ir. l\100RE : The men the hon. mcmlJer 
rdcrs to are protected, as they have a 

that their wages will be raised as 
living goes up. \Yhen the butter

m<tkers asked for an increase in the price 
paid then1 for their butter, certain persons 
o ')jectcd to their getting any increase, as 
t. at might afl'ect the worker'. 

::\lr. \YEIR: I am not taking exception tc 
you getting an increased price if you can 
prove that an increase is necessarY. 

:vir. ::'tlOORE : There is no need to prove 
the case. If a body of men apply for an 
incr0.g,,: in ,.-.,-ages, '"e \do n~t find tho 
ernployers and persons outside con1ing in 
and cndc·aYouring to prevent thorn getting 
what they desire by cross-examining their 
\vitncsocs. \Yhy, then, should they objed to 
huttcr-m akers getting an increase in the 
prir:e paid thcn1 for their conuuodit,y? Who 
prodnces the butter? 

::\Ir. \YEIR: We cat it. 

l\ll'. ::'IIOORE: That is true, and every time 
~Ul cndcavou1· is 1nade to increase the price 
you cndca v Jur to cut do1vn the price. 

1\.Ir. \YETR: i\o, we don't. \Vhat reason 
is tht>re for increasing the pric0 of butter 
.at tlJe prc~ent ti1ne? 

cvlr. ]l.lOORE: A judge in _\ew South 
\Yale· has reported that the cost of produc
tion has !!,One up, and that on that account 
the butter-maker, should get an increctsed 
price for their rnanufacture in order that 
they rnuy 1nake a living. But we all know 
which wav the svmpathi<'S of the Government 
levau. anff 1vhicll \vay tho syn1pathies of the 
! ,ri{;e-fixcrs go. 

The Sr:CRET.'.RY FOR AGRICULTcRE: That is 
very unfair i it is a reflection on the price
fixer~, 1-vho are rnore honourable n1en than 
you are. 

The SPEAKER : Or,der ! 

Mr. }100RE : An hon. member opposite 
says that the workers are coming into this 
question of fixing the price of wheat. 

Mr. HARTLEY: That is not the point. The 
"- orker is going to con1e in vvhere he is 
affected by the price fixed. 

:!\Ir. :'IIOORE : That is not 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 
bcr must 11ddress the Chair. 

what you said. 
The hon. tnem-

Mr. :MOORE: I think I should be allowed 
to reply to an interjection. Hmvm·er, I have 
not much more to say on the second reading 
of the Bill. I hope that when the measure 
goes into Committee the Minister will accept 
reasonable amendments, because amendments 
can be made in the Bill which will make its 
provisions plainer and more easily workable. 
I do not suppose that the Minister is going 
on with the Bill in Committee this afternoon. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: By 
special request, the Bill is going through this 
evening. 

Mr. MOORE: That is not stated on the 
business-paper, and we on this side certainly 
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did not expect that proc,odurc to be followed. 
If the Minister is realiv so anxious to get 
the nwasure through to-;1ight, I do not sup
pose there will be any difficulty in gettmg it 
through, but I think m<'mbers should have 
a reu <onable opportunity to amend the Bill. 
I did not expect that the Committee stage 
would come on until some time nn:t week. 
The Council have adjourned till \Yednesday 
n0xt, so that there need be no violent hurry 
to pa's the Bill this evening. 

The SECRETARY FOR AomcuLTcRF:: \Ye v;ant 
to get the Bill through without delay. 

Mr. :'vlOORE : Of course, we understand 
that; but I would ask why should the pas
sage d the Bi I! be hurried in the ay sul\·
gested when the Council have adjourned 1111 
IV odneszhy? There is no need for the hon. 
rrentleman to try to make political cap1tal 
~ut of a Bill of this kind, which has been 
introduccu for the benefit of the wheat
OTO\\ ers. \V c on this side of the I-Iouse "ue 
t'rving to assist the Governn1ent in evQr.v "\Yay we pos,ibJ,, can to make it a good Bill, and 
I ask the :Vlinistcr to be reasonable and to 
accept l'easonable a1ncndn1ents. 

:VIr. VOWLES: With regard to the state
ment of the Minister, I should like to say 
that I know nothing of ,a request to put the 
Bill through this evening. After the formal 
business was d0alt with, the Premier asked 
me if we would be prepared to put th1s 
Bill through this evening, and I told h1m 
"No." If the hon. gcnt]em.an in charge of 
the measure has anv arrangement to make 
·,.-ith reg-ard to that 'mattN, he should make 
it through me. This Bill was brought for
ward rtt the r0quest of members of the 
Opposition, including myself, and th>:t. fact 
has been stoted to the House by the Mtmster. 
A meeting of representatives of wheat
growers took place in Too\voomba some t11ne 
back. and certain resolutions were agreed to 
bv those representatives. Aften\ ards, by 
arrangement, a deputation from those repre
sentatives md the Premier and the Secretarv 
for A.,riculture in Brisbane. The deputa~ion 
submitted to those gentlemen the resolutiOns 
passed by the representatives of t~e 
gT,)\Hl'S. and di,cussed with them the deta1l.s 
of what thev considered should be the eonsh
tution and ,;·ork of the wheat pool. We m'ade 

it fairlv clear that we were not 
[5 p.m.] there w'ith any political int.:;ntion, 

but for the purpose of trymg to 
face tlw position which had arisen, and for 
which no provision had been definitely made, 
and knowino- that the Government was 
har~ssed as f;r as the financial position was 
concerned, we thought we could put an 
nlternative scheme to them which would be 
worth while. It has been stated by the 
Secretary for Agriculture that the mention 
through the public Press that a guarantee 
for this Year's wheat vield was the means of 
the crop being increased. I shall be very 
pleased to know that it is so, but I would like 
to remind the Minister that. when he was 
a'kcd in Ma:v last to provide further s_eed 
wheat for the farmer, he said that the tm1e 
'vas too late, because any grain grown from 
that whPat sown in May would only be good 
for fodder. The promise of this guarantee 
was only made in June, so I do not see hovv 
one statement is consistent with the other. 
However, we are not here to quarrel over this 
thin'(, or to make any political capital out 
of the matter; all we want to do is to help 
the Minister to settle the conditions and the 

Mr. Vmcles.] 
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t-~·rm" of the Bill, so that it will be a work
able one and suitable to the farmer. 

I am 'orrv that the Bill does not make 
pro\ ision f?;, the numbPr of persons 1 \·ho 
a re to constitute the board. aJt,hough. strange 
to sav it tells ns a littk later on that a 
qnon;I;1 of the board shall bo three mem
ber': it does not tell us the number of 
members or "~ho are to constitute the board. 
I can quite understand that there is a rcaso_n 
for thllt, bccanso, although on the face of It, 
thi~ mca~urc i~ put on tho statute-book for 
this. sca:;;.on, and for "\Yheat) yet in a certain 
cLass of Bill proYi&ion is rnadc \Yhercb3· the 
Gon_~rnor in Council, bv vroclamation, can 
adopt this Bill for any future season, and I 
think the reason why the indiYidual names 
.-1-1'0 llot rncntionc·d i~ b('C'auso there \Yill be 
a chrmgc made: but, at any rate, I think 
the nnn1bcr and their qnalifications should be 
definitely stated. In the request put before 
the dc·p~rtmcnt and the l\lini,tPr. we asked 
that there should be a Commission of seven, 
f1Ye of whom should bo farmers. one particu
larly being a. representative of the co-opera
tiw institution in \Yanrick, and I hope that, 
as the ::\Iinister said that he was going to 
take a good deal of notice of what the 
deputation wanted, he >rill see that that 
~part of thP Bill is worded so as to meet, as 
far as possible, the Yi0Y, s of the far1ncrs. 
Tlwrc are onc or two little things I would 
like to plarP bcforp the Minister. as it will 
s~Ye deJa,- in the Committer> stag-e,. First 
of all. it 'is prm·icled that the wl1olc of the 
.,~IJea t crop of Queensland is acquired nnder 
the Hill. It provides. on page 3, that "all 
wlwat shall be delivered to the board or 
their authori~f'd ·ap;ents." Clause 9 states~ 

" The board shall not refmc to accept 
frorn an:: gTO\VCr any ,vheat of fair 
ayerage quality (not bE-ing old wh<·:•t or 
blended 'l·heat), proYided that such wheat 
is deliycred in accordance with this Act." 

Tbat onh· refers to a certAin class or quality 
of whPat. f.rt.q. wheat. and there is an infer
ence there nm\· that the board is not bound 
to accept an;· wheat other than f.a.q. wheat. 

The SECHETARY FOH AGRTCCLTFRE: I do not 
think that is so. 

1\Ir. VO\YLES: That vicvc of the matter 
seemed to be taken by one of the l\Iinistrrs. 
on th1' g-round that it was not desirable 
hrrausP it would take up too much of the 
space required for milla~blc wheat. If :\ uu 
do not do that >Yhcn yon get a little ,,-he t 
jn:;;t belo,,~ f.a.q., and arc going to leaYe it 
oprn to indi~criminat • sales, tlh~n you arc 
going to leave possible the jobbing about of 
that. \dJeat \vhich subsequently n1ay be 
releasocl for 1nilling. I think it is de~)irab1c 
tha.t no whe-at should be allowed out d the 
pool except for gri~ting purpose~. and ~houlcl 
be rcs·en-cd for export, becauS<' I think there 
is a 111arkrt for it to-daY. Thc-')n proYision 
is made \Yhcrt'b:- gro-wer3 1nay v:.;:changr 
\\heat \l'ith other gro>'.~ers for seed wheat 
purpose~, I do not see that any pr~ni ,i-on 
is made in tlw Bill >Yhereby the hcens0d 
sellers of seed under the p{,rp Seeds Act 
haYP the power to deal in seed wheat. I 
do not know whether that is intenclcd. If 
that power is extended to them--and I do 
not think it. is there-the question arises 
\Yhether it is possible for tholn to buy seed 
v;heat ancl sell it at a price about the priCe 
Df millable- .. -heat. It appears that they a re 
now prohibited from doing that. I would 
like the C'v1inister to incluire as to whether 

[Mr. Vowles. 

se-ed vendors, if they haYe that power of 
,.dling as vendors of see~ . •;~heat. can sell 
d ~ price up to .9s., wnicn l·, !;nth t!1f' 
rlliHHnuin nnd muxin1un1 prH'l'. ,\hen tnc 
deputation ca.uH~ to Brisbane tL,P gunrantecd 
price gomg to be Ss. per busheL I do 
not think the :Jiinist{~r would haYc bec·n at 
that deputation a~ a~1 jf }t had not be.cr~ 
that we stopped h1n1 rn Bnsb.nnc !1~~ spf'c_J ~1 
request. fit: discussed the snnat:on :~~>h1ch 
would ari~e under the schenH>, htle hH 
~··a~ a'YnY dO\\·n South it \Ya:s that 
it t)ldd · br rnore E"'quitab1c to fix 
ruurn price for Htillr:blc \i heat ;;lt 

bushel. Onr n~f1UP~t WRS .that s~. 
should br the rninintu1n pn, o, but 
the -:;cnE:'ral price. Then q::estion 
ns to \Yhcthcr gTO\Y(T.S r~Ista.nt pla.c:cs 
:::hould be saddled \Yith rho \Yholc of trw 
heic:ht on thc•il' 'heat .. or ··hat would be 
cqu;Yalcnt to the cost of rernoYing their wheat 
to tlw f'Paport. In 111y c·lectorntc IYO arc 
50 mile~ oll the \Yf•stcrn f;idr of Tooy;·oon1ba. 
ThP \Yhrat is hought on th(~ ba~is of dcliYOl'Y 
on the rails, m· at the flour mill in Dal~y. 
\Yln ohoulcl those growers be charged w1th 
the 
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co't of frc;ight from llalb:.- to _Bri~ bane 
and ,;:ending it back again, bccnlEC I pre; 
sumc that that "·ill have to he. too! 
'r11\· should f'hnrged ,..,-rth prwe, 
whl~ll th('". and n1ilk•r:::1, too, an-~ ]Wnaliscd 
lw the f;,:t that the millers in tlw \Vanl'ick 
d-istrict haYe a preferential rate and can sell 
at 5s. a ton c]1('apor in \Yar,vir'c than the 
IJa]bv rni1l ( c~n s-c1l at in Too 1.':fJ'l1n!bl, ~Pnpl:v 
becatls{~ th0 {nrert liuo fr01n hl .:.'P to .Sydney 

in compPtition v;,-ith _the boat :-:-- ·n·H·c~ and 
n·r~('iYc a. prcfcrcntHll rate DS r~~· .inst u~. 

Th-e hon. rncn1ber for Aubi:~n hn- referred 
t0 thn nd,·nncos made bv thP Gcn-c:·nmr-nt 1:1 

the Past, nnd the ]icn. whid.1 the 
1 
),l]nis~e;: 

n1aY ha Ye over the funds. of Tlw \YJ1(- at P.<?ol 
to 'the lHPjudice of othc.r P,cr~on;;;' ~c,cunty. 
In the ftr.r;;t plare, thP gra111 sneas \YhH'D have 
been c-rcctcd through the country haYe not 
been erected wlcly for the jmrpoce of stonn~ 
vYhcat, and v~.·hcr0 arral!gf'nwnts ha,·c ;1~c!1 
ont"rcd into for tbe lcaom0r of them. I bnnK 
tfwt ~honld be no r<·pudiniiou of 
existing If there is to be 11~~ <:ltera~ 
tion in the \('rm of those leascc, thcerc shoula 
be reasonable ron1pensation. At the same 
time some provision should be made so that 
other crops can be housed as 'Yell. as >Yheat 
in those places whero the properties exist. 

The other matter is the claim of t-he 
Governn11~nt to be paid now for mane~ 
a.dvanced in the past in rcspcet to se~d 
>Yheat and for ploughing. \Ye know that m 
manY ca··CS advances have been rnn.de up to 
se,~en and eight-even nine-years rr~o. and 
the paYments haYe not been I'Pturned to the 
Gon_-ri;rrtcnt, for the reason tlHti the crops 
haYe frti!ed in succession. No>Y that the crops 
arc coming on a.nd there is t;oing to be a 
return to the farmer, the Gon:rmnent ask 
that they should haye the right. in u;e fi;,et 
place, if they so ·desire, to step m nna cla1m 
their pound of .flesh, e':en aboY"'. sccnnt1.es 
-.mrh as crop hens-which have bce11 reijlS
tered. I must say that it is not a questwn 
of taking the lot, beeaus0 the c!&nse says-

" The board shall treat the anJotmt of 
such advance, or such pnrt thereof as 
the Minister mav demand. as a first 
charge upon a.!! ~oneys •·;hich may ,be 
pay a blo to such grower b:- the board. 

I take it, from the remarks of the Mi_nistel_', 
that he is going to be moderate . m h1s 
demands and not unreasonable. I smcerely 
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hope that that \vill prove to be correct, 
bec,.,use this Bill will be tho authority for 
future pools, siuc<P po,,~cr to revive the pool 
by pl'ocl:unation is contained in it. I think 
that that clnnsc is going to have a very 
detrimental effect on the production of wheat. 
Ko bona fide mortgagee will Le <·ntitled to 
come along in the future and lend a farmer 
money for the purpose of gro·wing a crop 
if he should happen to Le in th8.t unhappy 
position that he owes mon<'Y borrowed in the 
paiit from the Crown. Can you expect a 
prind;c individual to como along and find 
the seed and the money for harve6ting when 
he knows that when the money for the crop 
is at hand it may be taken from thorn by 
a person who has never been registered as a 
n:ortgr gee, and \vho has never given notice 
to hitn to give him a clain1 again~;t the 
f: rmcr or the land? 

l\Ir. \V Em: How do you treat your clients" 

Mr. VOWLES: Fairly. 
1\Ir. IVEIR: That is a change. 

'\!fr. VOWLES : I am not going to be led 
off the track by the hon. member. I know 
that if we te lk at one anotlwr there is like],· 
to be a cla"•h. I am trying this a ftcrnoon 
to deal \\·ith the interests of the Ltrmers. 

Mr. HARTLEY: ·what sort of a farmer aro 
you? 

Mr. VOIYLES: I am a pretty good sort 
of fRnner. So far as I C'ln see, tbe onlv 
farmers appear to be on the other side of 
the Chamber. I heard one gentleman offer
ing to take somebody on at woodchopping. 
\Vel!, I know something about that, and if 
he lik<•s to have an exhibition ,,·ith a little 
silver coin collection for th" h06pit1l I arn 
prepared to sec it through. (L;mghtcr.) But 
\re arc gt-•tting a way from the question
and I notice that when one is getting on to 
sonwthing in which there is a good deal of 
soundnc.,s the friends of the Government 
c•Jme a.long to lead vou off the track. That 
principl,, embodied 1n the Bill will prevent 
th<' farmer from being fme.nced m the future, 
unlesB so1ne definite .arrangement can be made 
between the farmer and the Gm ernment in 
respect to his other liabilities. Here the 
fanners have undertaken to pay; in many 
C'ase'l the lenders have promissory notes, and 
in other 0ascs they have taken out judfl'ments, 
lmt have never attempted to put them into 
c1icrt or realise their debts; they have 
allowed them to be considered as to some 
extent abandoned. Kow another individual 
has come along-I knuv;,~ man} caRt:·s 'Yhere 
farmers ha"' been fina.nccd for the purpose of 
getting their crops off and into the bags
and the man who has paid tho money has 
to play second f1dclle to the Government, 
,, hi eh has had a debt lying dornwnt for 
·Ome ':ca.rs which the'' have never attempted 
to collect. But since they sec an opportunity 
of getting their monev beca.u'e a pool is 
bf!ing formcd--

Mr. \VARREX: They never collect.ed it, 
because they were too poor. 

Mr. VOWLES: It was never mentioned 
before the election, anyhow. I agrc0 wiih 
the hon. member for Aubigny that this is 
mainlv a Committee Bill, and when it get'
into Con1mittec we propose to rnove certain 
amendments. I did hope that we would get 
come explanation from the JI.Iinister. He 
tells us that it is all right. Probably it is. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 'What do 
you "Want? 

1\fr. YO\YLES: I wa.nt to know, for 
instftnce, whether the Bill covers all the wheat 
or not·: Surely that should be made very 
d0finitc. 

The S£CP.ETARY FOR AGRICCLTCRE: Do you 
think thHe should be no discretion in the 
board at all? 

:Mr. VOV,'LES: The board has a certain 
discretion v2 to seed wheat. I understand 
that a bont 300.000 bushels be required 
for scedi11g purposes, a11d if Ltrn1er:'3 like 

exchange it an1ongst thelnsel·>ei3 Without 
comin;s into the hands of the pool, they 

rnay do :30 by pcrn1it, but if the pool ~s 
goin;:" to ac 1uirc the whole of the wheat 1t 
elwnJd Le definitc!v statc~d. Jf thL board is 
r;·ot bound to accept anJ thing bu1; f~ir G.Yorage 
qHality wheat, that also should be stated 
dl'finitelv. 

The SECP.ETARY FOR AGRICULTT:llE : In other 
>mrds, it should not be left to the dic~"retion 
of the board? 

C~Ir. YOWLES: If it is not dc{mitely stated 
in the Bill there is a strong inference that it 
is intended to acquire only wheat that is 
suitable for milling purposes. I want the·,o 
mattc•rs cleared np nmY; the board should 
not be entitled to settle that matter, for 
instance. 'Ye arc giYing thon1 certain 
po'''or~. 'Ve say to then1, " 'Vo giYc you 
statutorY authOl'itv to obtain the whole of 
the wheat hanes-ted in Quee!Jsland. You 
have to pay, for fair an,rage qua.lity wheat. 
9s. a bn:;hcL less cPrtain charges, rrnd carry 
on and clear up." Anything anCer that 
CJUality they he.ve to market <tt th8 best price 
possible-that "~as the rcqnest to t'>e :'cfinister 
by the (lcputation, and that is "'>YhE.t 1Ye ·were 
told was going to be done. Now it , ppears 
that it is being left to the discretion of the 
board. and iE that cc,-c you ar0 going to 
get into an unhappy position vvh·~rt: 1vheat 
approaches almost to fair average quality. If 
thNe is no ready market it rnuy get into 
the hands of millers and be gristcd for food 
and sold at a highe-r price. It i~S in order 
to obviate that position and put the matter 
fairlc· clearly, that I am putting these matters 
before the House. If the lHinister can give 
an explanation of the matter at this stage, 
probably it will save a good deal of time 
when w~ get into Committee. 

l\Ir. G. P. DAR::\TES (Warwick): I am 
sorr:~· that matters not altogether relevant to 
the ver.'· important matter before the House 
this aft-ernoon have been introduced into 
the debate. I c.tn assure the House that 
this in no way represents the very happv 
state of things that existed when the matter 
was introduced to the notice of the Chief 
Sccretarv and the :\'linister. There \vas not 
thon a s;gn of a discordant note, and I think 
it is to be regretted somewhat that matters 
not quite in line with the subj,ect of the 
\vheat pool were introduced here this after
noon at all. 

~\. GOYERNMENT 1!E:lfBER: That is Mr. 
l\loorc. 

'i\lr. G. P. BARKES: I am not going to 
attach blame to anvono in that connection, 
but I do sav that this matter is so important 
and is so tar rcn10Ycd from being a part.v 
question. and was so treated in that spirit 
by the deputation, that there is no ll"~d f~r 
this divergent thought. The mam thmg Js 
to sot to work and make the wheat pool 
just as big a success a.s it (.an possibly be, 
in the interests not only of the grower but 
also of the consumer. I think, perhaps, I 

Mr. G. P. Barnes.J 
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should dear un ono or hvo 1natters before 
I get right on ~to tho questi -)u a,t i:'3sue. The 
guestiou of the right or wrong of not going 
Into last y·car's pool is a ffiLt,ttor on \vhich 
the people have a very divided opinion. Ali 
the 1 cop le on the Downs wcro distinctly 
OIJlJ0:3cci to the forn1ation of a pool last yt:::J..r, 
and I think they shO\YCd tht ir wisdorn, 
because they did very much better, on 
account of the limited supply of grain last 
year, in baYing nothing to do with a pool. 
But ;dwt is the positwn to-dav and what 
ha,, bt·en tho po.:;ibon for n1any r;1onths past'? 
Largely due to the good ofiices of t ho DoparL 
rncnt of Agriculture, ''rheat \YUS S"'cured 
during the latter months of the vear at a 
rate equal to 7s. 8d., but our people would 
not have been content with 7s. 3d. They 
have done very much better, and whilst I 
cannot say for the moment what tho av·erage 
price paid to the Queensland grower for last 
year's wheat really was, I do know that the 
wheat standing in our mill to-day, reserved 
with the object of having old wheat to mix 
,,,·ith the nc>Y, cost the firm 9s. 4d. per bushel. 
so that You w·i!l understand the farmers 
decided .distinctly in their own fa;-our in 
having nothing to do ;;-ith a wheat pool last 
year. But tho only thing that could be done 
this y·ear ,,~as to follo'v out the sug-gestion 
for the forn1ation of a pool, and, except in 
perhat;s just an odd instance, I kno,,· of no 
ono agdinst the pool. 1'hc grcnVCl;, \Ve1·e 
gratified. of course, that the Government 
can1c along \vith a guarante,;:~ of Ss. per 
bushel, but in no instance do{·o:;. the gro\vor 
think t:w.t the GovcnJm{~nt ran any stupen
dous risk in giving such a guarantee. 

::\Ir. liAEi'LE_,_ : \Vas thu fonnatio!l of a 
wheat pool part of your policy·: 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I cannot say that it 
was. \Yhen the Premi 'I" and Minister for 
Agricultnrr were approached on this ques
tion, they wisely suggested that they would 
like to know what the mind of the people 
in the• country was with regard to it. \Vhat 
" done then? 'l'hoso who had sufficient 
interest in the matter went over the land. 
I wont to as many meetings as I could and 
addressed the farmers, as I did during the 
election. and enlightened them regarding 
what hud taken place in connection with the 
deputation and the wisdom or otherwis.e of 
the formation of a pool. The only question 
discussed at those meetings was the forma
tion of a pool, and at those meetings I heard 
no clissclltjent voice; but, strangelv enough, 
when I was in ·warwick, after having visited 
Brisbane, the very first man who came across 
me denounced me and everyone eJs.e for 
having anything to do with the formation 
of a pool. I am glad the Minister referred 
to the fact that the best wav to encourag-e 
the growing, not only of wheat but of every 
other commodity, is to see that the farmer 
receives a full reward for his labour. I 
do not want to introduce one thought that is 
of a discordant nature, but that is just 
where this party and those opposite have 
disagreed. \Vo say that the man on the 
land who has to contend with weather con
ditions and pests has .a right to receiv·e the 
full reward of his labour. He has no fixed 
wages. If you like to go back for several 
years, so far as wheat is concerned, you will 
find that he received nothing in Peturn for 
his work, and if he is going to get a fair 
thing this year, even then he is not going 
to get what would have been due to him 
had he been paid ordinary wages. That is 
what hon. members opposite ought to remem· 
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bcr. Although he may get a big price for 
his product, in many instances it may still 
moan a lob to him. If a man gets a high 
price for his produce it does not say he is 
g·etting rich. I think, from some interjec
tions I heard just now, there is a thought 
that the price to be obtained for wheat this 
y+.ar is exccssiYe, and that in consequence 
the consumer may have to pay a higher 
price for his loaf. I scarcely see how it 
would have been possible to give a lower 
price than that fixed npon, that is if a fair 
and righteous thing is to be done to the 
man ;yho produces. I do not think an 
excessive price for the loaf of bread is going 
to be the case during the present year. \V e 
hav·e to remember that our distance from the 
rnarkNs of the world, with the high fr€ights 
at present ruling, is the heaviest handicap 
om· producers can possibly have, and that 
ls where the consun1-cr con1es in. Distance 
mak~s the Australian parity the lowest 
parity of any country in the world. 

Mr. B ULCOCK: What will be the price in 
six months' time? 

J\h. G. P. BARKES: I do not know. 
\Yh,· then should the consumer be afraid 
whC1~ he i.~ protectcr1 to the extent he is'? 
r\ccording to the Prirne ?<finister, the ,, hole 
wheat crop of Austra.lia could be sold to-dr.y 
for 10s. a bu5hcl, and y:c do kuow that so1ne 
sales have been rnade of vdwat equal to 13s. 
a bushel abroad. _:\s far a~ I a1n concerned, 
I would adyjse the fonnation a pool, 
beca.ll"C a :Hat rate rnay turn ant but 
if it -~'ere my O\Vll perSonal n1attcr I would 
seize the opportunity there is to-day, and 
f-.:ty that the farmer should enjoy export 
paritv for his wheat. That ;;-ouid be thP 

~ right thi_ng. You arc reacl.v to 
[5.30 p.m.] have export ]•arity ;chen the man 

is helplees and ca,mot hnip him· 
self but you are not pTcpa.rcd to ha~.-e cyport 
parity when values are high .. ~.\ccordiL:-; to 
the law of averages, the thmg w1ll nght 
it-eif in the end, and that is why I think 
that the law of supply and demand should 
regulate these thing-;. _\s far as I can sec, 
I think that values will be lower towards tho 
end of the year. 

The SECRETAHY FOR AGRICULTl'RE: You 
fully expect that, don't you? 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I am incline-d to 
believe that.. It is on that score that I 
advocRted the other day, wlF~n speaking to 
the Minister, that we should seize the oppor· 
tunitv of getting rid of our stuff as soon as 
possible and getting the high< •t value w· 
could for it. I believe it would be a •·:;se 
thing to do that. This year there will be:. a 
fair proportion of the wheat grown m 
Queensland which will not be willable at all. 
The man on the land knows how difficult it 
is to harvest all hiR wheat in 1nillablc cor~
dition. Anyone going through the whed 
districts will see the l:lngled condition of 
the \Yhe:1t areas, and in some cases a fai"rrH::r 
wants the heart of a lion to undertake the 
job of sifting the wheat. A ,:pod deal of 
it will be found to be not millable at all, 
and it would be a right thing to sec that 
all that wheat is pooled. Ever; bit of it 
should be taken in hand and exported with 
the least po.,sible delay if markots can be 
secured for it. 

Mr. BuLCOCK: Has it not to be graded? 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: That is a very pm
tincnt question. I am inclined to think that 
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1n dealing 
it nw v 

it is~ all 
J.Jr. BLLCOCK: 

n·ith that cl~es of 
cs~ential to grade it, and 

scEt out us an even sa.mplc. 
The board \Yotdd clo that. 

::VIr. G. P. IL\R-XES: The n1en v;ho havf' 
lx:r-n selectct1 to repre--=0nt the far:rncr;; ar; 
the n1en \Yho ·will suit the fanTiers and wiJl 
look after their 111 evcrv \vay. The,'; 
will sr-: that thr. of~ the~ gro\\e1 
are prntected. a11d bc:;;;t rr--;ulb V\ ill b(' 
brought about for their bcnclit. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGR.TCT:LTcRE: If thr,t IS 
so, you agree that the~- should be giYen a 
ccrta in an1ount of discr"etion '? 

ML G. P. BAR::\ES : I do. I am inclined 
to thmk tho t the Bill gives them a very wido 
dtscrohon. ,I do not think thoro sho.Ldd be 
any hm1tatJons regarding the re-Ception of 
\Yhcat that might be of an inferior nature. 
That should be taken into account. Everv
·where that l ?-clJ.resscd 1ncctings the people 
sp.oke to 1ne 111 that connection. Provision 
will require to ho made by those in the busi
n"' ·S to tako the wheat to the port or to the 
spot where it is to be dealt with. Akin to 
that IS the question of the appointment of a 
rnanagcr b.,· the Govcrnnx•nt. Thev "Tant a 
man for this poBition with full busin(-;s ln1o\v
lodge. I-h; must have a knowledge of ship
ping gencrall;T, and abo a knowledge of the 
Jnarkeh of the Tro:IJ, particularlv the East
Prn markets. Ln1ess \Ye O'Ct a n1anao·cr who 
has ~he insight and for;sight and ~general 
knowd=-dge, \Ye arc go1ng to find it difficult 
to deal with a g"reat deal of the wheat. If 
the wheat is wisely and faithfully handled 
thon It \Yiil be the means of oringing to th~ 
growc"' dtndends m excess of the Ss. per 
b_ushel that has been guaranteed. A discus
siOn took nlace a little while a~o rcwardin~ 
the pooling conditions generall;. I take it 
that the 9.-. per bushel will be the price paid 
by CYery m1lle:·, no 111atter at vvhat centre 
the wheat is railed. As somo of tho wheat 
will have> to be supplied to the mills on the 
Downs, the miller,, there will need to be 
·allowed railage on that nortion of the wheat 
which !s s0nt there, otherwise they will be 
at a disadvantag-e compared with the Bris
bane mill er~. If thoy are not allowed the 
railage, the millers on tho Downs will have 
to shut up, and that will mean that a laro-e 
numl>ero! people in the State will not be wp
plled vntn flour. Tho cost of railage is not as 
great as somf' hon. me_mbers might imagine 
The long-dtstance fretghts are exceedingly 
low as compared wtth the short distauces. 
Take districts such as Y angan and Swan 
Creek; the railage from there to Brisbane 
is 12s. per ton. From Goondiwindi to 'War
wick, a distance of 139 miles, the railage is 
13e. 6d. per ton, so no great injustice is 
gomg to be done to the wheat~rowers who 
live at greatei' distances. The p~ol will have 
to ho extremely careful as to how thev 
handle wheat at a distence. It would be 
better ~o ~end the wheat direct to the spot 
where It 1s to be used. For instance the 
railage on -wheat from Inglowood to 'V\.,..ar
wick ~s Ss. 2d. J;er ton, while from Inglewood 
to Bnsbane It 1s only 13s. If however tho 
wheat is fir0t railed to War~ick and' sub
sequently sent on to Brisbane the cost will 
be something like £1 Os. 2d.' per ton. So 
that it will be wise to decide early in the 
dav that all wheat should be sent direct to 
the spot whore it will b•· gristed into flour. 
The same thing applies to Toowoomba and 
Roma .. In the Roma district they will have 
a particularly small crop this year, and it 

n1ay tran.spire t:~:Jt thc~y \Vill requir0 all the 
vd1c·~~t groT1vn in the Roma di~trict for their 
O\Yn C·Jnsun1nt!on. But frorn Goondiwindi. 
wlwrc there- is no n1ill, the 'Yhcat will 
gnn-itr:t:=- to Bri:'-hall('. 

='.Ir. ::V10RGAX: \Yarwick should bo the head 
centre for the Goondiwindi wheat. 

Mr. G. P. BAR:'\fES: In New South Wales 
they arc a long way ahead of us in the 
n1attcr of sending wheat to different centres. 
They take that into consideration. In the 
event of wheat, say, from Goondiwindi or 
Inglewood, being consigned to VVarw1ck, 
'-"" hon it is dealt with again that is taken 
into consideration. and the difference then 
works out at only a mattor of 1s. p':l' ton. 
That i' how tlwy do it in New Sou~·l \Vales, 
but we han' no such liberal arrangement. 
If that could be brought about, thon that 
difficulty is soh~ecl. 

The farrncr has b~en anticipating Ss. as 
cash dc>posit on his wheat, and I know. on 
account of the extreme cost of haryesting 
this year, that less than 5s. is disappointing 
to him. He is to receivQ 2s. 6d. on delivery 
and 2s. 6d. in four months' time, Ol' on 30th 
April. That certificate can be discounted. 
Several members of the Hou'v and mvsel£ 
yesterday approached a bank to asce1~tain 
what "-ould be the actual discount on such 
a bill, and we fmd that it would amount to 
about two-thirds of ld. per bushel; so the 
charge is not going to be a very great one. 
I thir,k I mentioned this matter to the 
2\Iinister. but if the banks, as well "' the 
merchants and others, will only come to 
the re•,cuo in this matter and discount nt 
that rate. the farmer is not going- to com
plain. Effort•· are being mado-and I trust 
mccessfull:-·-in :he direction of g-ettin~· a 
further advance 011 the remaining 3s. per 
bushel, and I "1o m,t think tlv"'' should b·~ 
any great difficultv in obtaining it; at any 
ra.tc, the' finanrial institutions arc being 
approached in that direction, and we have 
good reason to hope that what is desired 
"ill be accomplished. 

I have been asked if I think with regard 
to wheat purchased in March the second 
instalment will be paid on 30th April. I 
imagine, from the way in which it has 
been put, that, whether a man delivers 
wheat in November, December, ,January, 
February, or March iie will receive the first 
2s. 6d., and then the other 2s. 6d. on 30th 
April. The Commonwealth undertake that. 
That is the way I read it, otherwise I ~hould 
imagine a statement would have been made 
to the effect that 2s. 6d. would be paid on 
deliverv and 2s. 6d. in fonr months' time, 
or 120 days. But 120 days is not mentioned. 
The Commonwealth, under the pool agree
ment, are making- their second instalment 
payable to everyone who delivers fair 
average quality wheat on 30th April. That 
is how I rea·d it. The powers under the Bill, 
as alreadv stated, seem to be v~rv consider
able. I am not sure whether the 'board will 
have power to deal with the export of flour, 
bran, and pollard. Perhaps _the Minister 
cannot be too clear on that-It may be a 
matter of consultation with othN'S. But 
there is evidentlv a trade that can be done 
in flour, and I 'think in bran and pollard, 
with the South Seas, and perhaps with 
Eastern nations. which would enable us to 
realise a very · much hig-her price in the 
aggregate for our crop than otherwise, and 
furnish a better dividend for the people or 
for the grower. 

.Mr. G. P. Barnes.l 
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desire to emphasise. once more. tl1e 
:vi~don1 of all wheat of eYcry grade con1ing 
mto ~h: pool. . It would be manifestly wrong 
and IllJUnous If by any 1ncans any portions 
are cut off and allmved to filter into the 
markets anyhow at all. You hanl alrcadv 
C\~Idencc of that. I\ 0w w::eat is being ~old 
in the market to-day at Ss. 7d. per bushel, 
and . the grower will recci.-e probably only 
With m ls. of that >Yhcn expenses ha .-e been 
deducted. 

cl GOYERX,IEo;T ;\lDIBER: It is being sold 
at Ss. 3cl. 

J\Jr. G. P. I3ARXES: I am told it is 
Ss. 3d. 

Mr. BcLCOC'K: Does that figure include 
the profiteering charges? 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Oh, no! Xo one 
works fair nothing these dan. I have 
ncyer kno1-""~:n en:on a me1nbcr Of Parlian1ent 
to work for uothing; thc•v all want to be 
rcimbu1·~cd for tlwir s~;rviccs-even the 
middleman, m· cYen the State agencv. How
ever, I do not know what total charges the 
grower would haye· to pav but out of that 
Ss. 3d. he possibly will oilly receiYe 7s. 3d. 
The hon. member for Dalbv and other mem
bers who .have spoken r"cfened to many 
matters wluch I thmk I need not touch upon. 
Most of the other matters can be dealt 
w!th betbcer in Commi!teo ":he.n opportunity 
Will be given for the mtrocluct10n of amend
ment.,. I am Yer'· glad that the Government 
have show_n such expedition in bringing 
forward th1s Bill to-daY. Thev hanJ lost no 
time, and I hope all I:ncmbcrs on this side 
will rally to the assistance of the Minister 
to push this matter through as quickly as 
possible. I am advised bv letter to-,dav that 
th(_~ whc«t will be rolling ~in at anv mOn1ent 
and we arc not ready for it. It ~nlv mean~ 
a week's fine weather and tlw pool will 
have to be at work; and it cannot got to 
work until this Bill is a completed thing. 
Regulations will haYe to follow. because I 
inutglnc there j~ a great deal o'utsidr:l 1vhat 
is in this Brll; there is a good deal of fixing 
up to do, \Yhirh will talm time and there 
is not an hour to lose. The wh~at is being 
threshed, and until the >Yhole of the arrange
ments arc completed farmers will h~sitate 
what to do. Thousands of bags are being 
stnpped. and much of it is lying iu the 
open. Some of the wheat might find its way 
to the 1vrong centre, and that i" aoinO' to 
interfere finally-because it will b: a first 
charge against the 9s.-with the ultimate 
di.-iclend to be paid to the growN. 

.Mr. :i\JORGA:"f: I am in a different posi
tion to a gTcat nu1nbcr of those who rr11re
~cnt IYhea t-g-ro 1:,.ing- di~tricts. Thcr0 i~ a 
eertain amount of \Yhcat gruv\'11 in 1ny 
f'lPctoratr. district hcing in the Goondi-
\Yincli and th<l other in the JYiile,, and 
Dnlncca di,ti'ids. Onl;· recentlv I received 
a f.!'orn a represCntativc ~f n nurnber 

asking n'.e to oppo'e the 
pool. I do not feel in Hnv 

way iu-:tif!0d in opposing thP. pool. as I a~ 
not a hle to suggest an3·thing better for these 
people. \Yh~- th0y want nie to oppose the 
pool T CrtllJ_lO! understand. In my opinion, 
the on!:; t!11ng for thl> wheatgrower of 
Quernsland. ~o fnr a'l this season is conccrnecL 
is the formation of a pool: it is the onlv 
,,-ay in which he will bP likelv to ~ret the 
tru0 value for the wheat he ha.S gro\\:D. 

I haYP gone car~full:v into thi:-; Bill and 
I have come to the conclu,,ion it will be 

[Mr. G. P. Barnes. 

ncrc"-:3a1·v to introduce certain a.1nendments 
before it will be satisfaetorv to the majority 
of the >Ylwatgi·owNs of Que;;n,land. I admit 
that. generally, sptakiug. the Dill is very 
fine; but, like all Bills, it is necessary to haYe 
it disl'nssed first of all on the second reading, 
and eyentua]h~ in Cmnmittee to haYe arnend
ments moved. and to decide whether they 
are satisfactory or not. I hope and trust the 
JYiinister will not, under any consideration 
whatever, make this a party Bill. All the 
rcpr('',entaJiYes of the wheat areas of Queens
land are ou this side of the House. 

1\I r. S:-.nTH : You arc con11ncncing to n1,ako 
the Bill a pady matter yourself. 

:Mr. :MORGAN: Xo. I admit I made one 
error, because the hon. nwmber for "'\Iaranoa 
i~ representative of tt very large \vhcat
gro·wing area. 

The SECRET.IRY FOR RAILWAYS: Toowoomba 
is th<l centre of a large wheat-growing area. 

~Tr. MORGAX: Toowoomba is only a 
town. I hope even· member -,·ill try to 
make this as satisfactory as possible from all 
points of Yiew, in order to giYe the people 
forming the pool the opportunity of carry
ing out the measure with as little frirtion 
as possible so that CYentually it might be a 
2llcccss. An1cndm.(nt~ coming from the 
Opposition are generallv not taken into con
e id ern tion at all. Some Ministers say 
" AcCP)lt nothing from the Opposition. no 
matter what it mav be. If it comes from 
the Goycrnment be~ches, ell and good." I 
hope thnt will be departed from on this occa
sion. T >Yant to draw the attention of the 
Minister to clause 3. 

The RPE~\KER: Order~ The hon. mem
hN will not be in order in dealing with the 
Bill in detail. 

}fr. MORGAX: I >\'ant to draw the fitten
tion of the "'\finister to a statement mad<1 by 
himself which mav be misleading-that this 
Bill applies only to th0 1920-21 crop. 'rlwro 
is n JWOYiqo in this Bill whi~:h giYes the 
GoYcn~or in Council power, if so desired, to 
cxtnnd this Bill to crops for other periods. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR AGRTCCLTCRE: Do you 
not think that is a wise provision? 

J\Ir. ;\10RGA:'i': No. I do not. If it is 
1wce ;ai"·" to e:dend the Bill to cm·er other 
veors, l'arlianwnt. should decide the qncs
t.ion: it should not be left entirPlv to the 
Gm-ernor in Council. \Ye m·e agreeable. on 
behalf of the wheatgrowers. to approve of 
the Bill for this pnrticular year: but I do 
not know if the farm.ers ha n• been asked 
'':hdher they arc in frwour of this Bill being 
Pxi·ended :·e.ar after vear. T am Ycrv doubt
ful if thev \\·ould b0. Then. regarding the 
number ~f n1rn ;yho fll'f' to cmnpri~f> thA 
board. There is no obiection to the ~Iinister 
stating: in the Bill definiteh that fin sh?ll 
represent the growers. one the fmanc1al 
institutions, and the other the GoYcrnment. 
J think tlw Rill should state· that the board 
~hall coJl~i!"t of SPYf'll mP"?11,b0rs. RPgardlng
the remuneration of members of the bonrd. 
I do not think it should be left to the 
J\Tiniqtcr. He should be glad to get out of 
the nrcPssit""',T for fixinsr the rcmnnrrR,tinn. In 
fact. this is one of the (]nestions asked when 
;,Tou go amongst thP farmers-\vhat remuner~ 
atiou arc the mem\lers of the wheat board 
going to obtain? T think the Bill sbould 
~tate what pavmonts the board ar<e to be 
entitled to. We ha Ye done it in other 
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\Ylwn \Ye had a Bill in connection 
\Yith ~-\gricultural Bank. "\YC statcc1 \Vhat 
~' 1{'nlUnerutic:r~ the trustee;;:. should be paid, and 
tr1e thlll_g should appl:· in connection 
\nth partJcnlar Bill. 

(Sittin(! -''''Jl• ndrrl between 61un. anr/7 zl.m.) 

. Mr. ::\IORG~\"\ ("ontirming): Thr :\lini·hT 
u1 clunge of thi~ Bill nwdc t1v::: remark that 
the pr;'-"'lt GoYC'l:ntD:Pnt haYe clone nlol'e fot· 
farme-r~ in l'i'"·arcl to whcntgTOI\-ing than anv 
j)l't'viou~ -\drnini;-;tratinn. I ront:mbcr tlult 

iu 1914, \dtrn i-he great \\·ar broke 
l7 p.n1. out. th• Incn1bcr~ of -,.hat. was 

hnn\-_·n at the " Fanner~' 
on th0 Den ha n1 GoYLl'l1lnent 

111 to tn ke certain art ion \T-jth 
~he o£ ~·n.eou~·aging thr farrner.~ to go 
1n f.or the· c·uttlYnhon of \vhc':·t. The resnlt 
of that irttC·rYit \'\ \VUS thnt th(' l),~n},aul 
C,?~~rrntuc>nt not onl_y proYidcd th0 fanner~ 
,,Citn ~0ed 1

., heat. but also <lgrrcd to adYallrP
them up to £1 per acn' to enable them to 
Jn·ocecd ,, ith wheat cultiYation. ·cn:Drt.nn
'"·tcl"·· in 1915. there was a drought, and 
though l1lUn~r Ld'lllPrs hnd SOV.'Jl \Yheat, YCl'"V 

fc·w crops n1atureJ, and Yery little wh<~at <xa'i' 
harvr\~b:d. • -

1\lr. H.\RT!.EY: \Yhat ;w;cc did }Ies<rs. 
Dc~1ha.n_1 [!l1d BarrH'S pay the fa.nucrs for 
thc1r \Yh"ot '-4s. 6d. p0r buslwl. 

:\fr. }IORGA"\: That '""' not the fault 
of the Denhan1 GoYcrrnnent. 

Thr: s~, HE~ \m- ,-on AGR!CTI.TrRE: \Yhat i 
tlH• t1tl~> of the .Act under \rhich that as,,ist
rtllcc was ~iY<)n? 

Mr. }IORG.-\:'\: I do not think tlwrc \Ye" 

an.v ~\et pass0d df'a.1ing v:,lth_ the m~1tter. 
The l-rnYET!11n0nt arted on a Cabinl't 1ninutc 
and the mattc1· r1id not come before thr: 
IInu;·P. I dnre S?-Y the -LTndt>r Secretary of 
th0 rwpJrtn~ront .\\·111. remC'rnb0r the 1natter, as 
I hF1:~ 1n regard to 1t on ..:..event] 

Cn bi net d.Z'cir1<'d to ac1Yancc' 
an amonnt np to £1 acr0 

cn]tiy·,tion of thP land. of 
. , I . to :;a:·, has not bPCJl 

llflJU, and ~tlll to th0 GoYf'rnmf'•-lt 
Tlwrr• i> cnr• proyision in this Bill which 
·w11l PnaL~c th(' GovcTnn1011t to take fron1 
farnlPr:;:. any amounts clue for adYancPs Inadp 
to thr-:.!J b.,.,. th~> GovPrnnF•nt dnring many 
,Vf'al':'. ~ .r1o not tl1inh:: th~t. is fair, and i~1 
my optn1on trl<lt prov1.~1on shou1d bP 
amcnr1ccl. Certain!,·. I do nnt think it is fair 
thnt the Gm-,•rnmcnt should be ']lower] h 
lnterfert' \YJth the A.r::t h1H-crO\YH paid in 
cash to a fan11Pl', becau.se hP ·:sill 
a c0rt~~D amou1.1t of 1110llf'Y to pay 
halT( '··ttng of lus crop. \YhPn I c Tmc hrrc 
from . I intendN1 to go in for tlw 
cultlV<!hon wbr-n.t. a;;.; I bclioYPd th::tt 
Quc"n~1a11d \'i-OilLl lw the gTcat \':1lcntgro\yi 1;~:r 
cn1mtry of ..:\usrrali~l. But I r0alisc no":-) 
Pftr-)r rn:· o~qx·ricncf', that I \\ n:;; n1i~t:1k01; 
in that ,~i,- \\·. I a1n sati~Ii.r•cl llO"\Y +-hat O\Yi'JO' 

climntif' r-n1dihons, QlH'CilS1:Hlrl,,.wil1 nc\;t~ 
whcatgrowing country. 

\Vht>ll ~thel'r> is ~~ 
and in other S·Pas 1n; 

;;;tonus de--troy the crops, ancl the 
wheat 1:;;, not hnrv-E'strod. rrhe pcDp1e whn 

to Que n-land with the i-ntention of 
in for l\·hcatgrowing are C'On1naratiye]y 

1wor ll1f'll to-day. v·hilP tho~c v-..:hO engaO'f'rl 
in dairying 

1 
h.avc bc0n fairly succe:::sful. 

0

~1\t 
any rate. cw.n·y fariners hnxe not suffered 
to th". s:J.m" . cx:t,:nt as. wh0ntgro\Yer;,. It 
\':oukl he a. d1,-;astrous th1ng for any farmer 
to depend upon wheat as his principal crop, 

though it 1nay be a good thing for hin1 to 
~c; 1w a C'~'rtain quantity of wheat eve: y year. 
lnerc " one cluuse in this Bill \Yhich 
s;n-ours of rcnudjntion. The :!'Vlinistcr stated 
thHt under tl~at clnu~e. if smne poor, unfor-

farnH)l' sold his \\'heat before the 
pool < aLlC into operation. the board 

\J)u.ld lta.YC ]lO\\.CJ' to <.Jnnul the :::ale. I 
do nnt know that thPre are anv instances in 
1nv distr:ct in whiC'h f::trnlcl'~ h~tYe sold their 
\\~heat. but I 1mw mention that at 2\Iiles 
:-omc Lu·mc1·::: c11111; to 1110 and asked me if I 
could gd thr>m 7 per bushel for their 
1\'hPat, ~n~cl hen I tol·d then1 that a whea.t 
pool \Y<<s likely to bo formed which would 

',Lu·o t.hrm 9c. per buohel for theit· wheat, 
the~· :~aid tht')' •;ould sooner get 7;;, per 
lm,hel to-day than wait to get 9s. per bushel 
in the TH'Llr fu!-urc. A U'J'Pat nun1ber of 
farmns l1a.vc me ihat if thcv could 
get 7s. p0r for tlll'ir whent the:> ''Tould 
be saii.,!iod. :\I iller.- \\ill not accunmlato 
larg·C' stock~ of \Yh( at under this provo--al, as 
that would invoh-e htwing comiderablo 
capital oubtanding and lying unprodw .. tive. 
Xaturally, rnil1ers will on1y buy from '\leek 
to \\'('ek or Inonth to 1nonth, so tha.t a great 
number of farmer:; \Yiil haYe to \~-ait so1ne 
1nonths before- thf'\T can sell and realise on 
their crop~. That~ \Yould he obj ctionablc. 
Tlw pool does away with all that. Cndor 
tlw Bill. even· farmc1· will receive half-a
crown on -dc1i~·cr:v. and, eYentually, another 
half-crown. pa:vable at the end of April. 
Th(' ~~C{)Drl pn~'-'l11{'nt. as the l\llnister told 
uo. will lw ca~h. There will be a little 
exdmno:e. but the farmer \\·ill en,ntually get 
iF arly '·53. a bushel in cash. 

Then the-re is a principle of J cpndiation 
in this Bill. (Government di.''len~.) I object 
to the repudiation in respect to the Land 
Act. and the peo11lc at the other end of the 
·ro:dd who fina-nce u,:; likewise oLject to repu
diation, in r€siJect to a Governn1e·1t contract 
m any otl1cr contract. \Ye object to the 
repudiation in ronncC'tion with the Land Act 
on principle. not only because \\G said that 
the grazier conld not afford tn pay n1ore 
rent. and tho people on mh October last 
voted against the repudiation Act. 

_:\ GOYERX)fEKT l\lE:\rBER: That is \Yby you 
got a rna.jority. 

'\Ir. :HORGAK: 'That is why ·· c have Mr. 
J onl's, front l(enncdy, here. 

c;ovEn"m:xT :\limBERS: I·.s that where the 
\Yhj~pcring has bf'en going on·: 

1\lr. l\IORGA"\: Tlwre has hccn just as 
nn1ch wbispering· golng on in other elec
torates. The whie]w;·ing- is noL ccmlirwd to 
one particular party. .Jnst_ as I object 9n 
princ:ipl0 tr· an agreement being broken 111 
rcsprct to one 11articu1ar se('tion of t11e corn
munity. I objcct to it being broken in 
resprd to all sections of the corn:numty. 

'The SECRETARY FOR ~..\GHICULTL~HE: Even if 
the ft:rmc1· had been robber\? 

l\Ir. :i10RGA~: My friend only makes 
that as nn excuse. \Ye ,do !lot kncnv cf any 
fnrmor who has lwcn robbed. lf any farmer 
ha' sold his wheat ah·eady for 7s. a bushel, 
he \Yould not in any way -,~:ish that contract to 
be nullified. He ,;·oulrl be satisfied With the 
7s. sooner than to come under i.h8 Bill with 
th0 object of eYentually getting Ss He 
would be satisfied if he got 7s. cash. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR AG RICL'LTURE : Don't 
you belicYo it. 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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Mr. MORGAN: If the Government, 
instead c>f establishing a pool at all, would 
gi\·e the fanners ?s. a bush:l f?r thci:~ W~f'a~, 
the farmers "onld take 1t m CltBh. This 
proposal means 2s. 6d. on dclivny, and they 
have to wait three months before they ge! 
another 2s. 6d. The farmer is compelled 
nnder this Bill to nut it into the pool, whether 
he likes it or not: 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTUR>:: You 
know that they are getting ~s. un.-1er tlte 
pool. 

Mr. 1\TORGA:::-.J: You know that under 
you1· Bill you are not giYing thcn1 9s. cash. 
The interC'st on 7s. alone is worth another 
6d. ovec sp,·en months. I intend to oppose 
the repudi l,tion in conncrtion \Vith thil:l clause. 
There- al'e farn1Prs at the prcs.cnt time who 
ha Ye agreements with the Rail way Depart· 
mcnt w1th regard to certain nun1bcrs of bags 
placed in the shcde. A farmer might have 
a. nurnbcr of bags of barley or oats to put 111 

the space. You come along and say you 
are going to break the agreement with the 
Raih ay Department. Ho will have to go 
e]SF1.dlCre and -v:ill not be able ;p store his 
barley or oats. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. 
member must address his remarks to the 
chair. 

l\1r. MORGAJ'\: You are going to compel 
him to break his agreement. As far as I 
am concerned, I r,m not for repudiation in 
any respect, no matter whether at one par
ticular tin1e the repudiation suits me or at 
another time goes against me. Some people 
believe in repudiation as long a·· it is against 
the other fellow, but the moment it touches 
themselves they do not believe in it. They 
are not against it on principle, but only 
when it affects themselves, I am not one 
who is in favour of legislation to-day because 
it f:.uits 1no, and against it to~mo_~~row because 
it is not what I desire. 

There is r.nother matter with regard to 
the pool. }\'o doubt, we must be prepa.red 
to leave a good deal to the houd itself. 
Everything cannot be stated in the Bill in 
detail, and we must be prepared to leave 
a good deal to the board. 

The TREAScRER : Your own nominees will 
be on the board. Your own people will not 
inflict hardship on you. 

Mr. M ORGAN: I agree our own people 
will be on the board. I believe the men who 
are a.ppointed will do their dutv in everv 
respect. • ' 

The TREASURER: You don't believe they will 
inflict hardship on a farmer who happens 
to have sorne space in a railway -;hed? 

11r . .MORGAN: If a farmer has a 'race, 
and is prepared to allow it for the etorage 
of wheat it will be all right. but he is com· 
pelled under the Bill. 

The TREASURER: If it affects the value of 
hie lease he will be indemnified. 

Mr. MORGAN: The moment the board 
deci.des to take epace they must take it from 
everv farmer. They cannot make fish of one 
and 'flesh of the other. 

The PREMIER: 'l'he board will act with 
discretion. 

The TREASURER: The Minister consulted 
with the Commissioner for Railways, and 
the Commissioner said there would be no 
difP.culty. 

[Mr. Morgan. 

Mr. J\lORGA:\'": I am against the provision 
being in the Bill. The Government are 
putting it in as a sort of trap. They "\V~nt 
to catch ns. and to sa,y that 011r objectwn 
against rcpndi&ti,?n was all htun.bug.. They 
v:ant us to Yote m favour of this Blll. and 
then they "·ill tell us that it is m:rtctly ~he 
sa.n1P as 'the rcpndiation Act. The,~ want to 
put 1ncn1bt-rs here in a false pc 1ibon, and 
to ea.v to the people that vYe are not smcere 
in ot~r opl;osition to repudiation: generally 
speaking. 

The TREASr:nER: You know very well that 
vou could ddctc that clause and leave the 
board to get storage space. 

J\Ir. ThiOR GA:\'": That is not w. We know 
that the great bulk of the stm:age space '':ill 
be occupied b:: vvheat. En'n 1f the repndia· 
tion affects onlv one individual I am agamst 
it. This is a' Bill which the Government 
knew '"" wanted, and that '"8 '"ere prepared 
to sacrifice a gr0at deal for, and 1 kno\ving 
that, they are bringing in rcv;diation, and 
expecting us to S\Yallo;.y even taa t. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Can't you 
trust the board? 

~ 

Mr. :vrORGAX: It is not a matter of 
whether ihc board exercises the power or 
not. it is a matter of principle. It is the 
fact that there is repudiation in tl1c Bill that 
wo have to thiuk of, not whethec- the bootrd 
will exercisr the power. I am not in fayour 
of givin.cr the board po\ver to repudiate, any 
more ti:Oan I am in faYour of giving the 
Labour GoYernment the power of repudia
tion. The bulk of us have to bu,.- our flour. 
vV c do not actuallY produce it 'or grist it. 
Even if we ha ,-e '·'heat we ha vo to take it 
to the mill or the pool and buy our flour. 
I think there is a pro,-ision in the Victorian 
n1easnre-if it is not still in Pxist~nco it vvas 
in Pxistt.nce during the first pool-to the 
effect that the farmer could reserve a cer
tain quantity of wheat, take it to the mill 
and ha n· it gristcd into flour and the by
products, for use for his own purpos~s. The 
farmer in Queensland may desire to hke 
in 15 or 20 bags to ha Ye it gristcd into flour 
and bran and pollard, but this Dill does not 
provide for anything of the sort. He has 
to deliY .r e,·ery bit of his wheat to the pool. 

The TREASI:RER: The board may promul· 
g-ate a regulation: they ha Ye full power to 
do so. 

_1'.1r. MORGA.:\: The Bill does not provide 
it. 

The TREAScRER: The board have full power 
to deal with by-product,;. 

:::\1!-. BEBBIKGTOK: Subject to the Price 
Fixing Cm111niH .. ioner. 

Mr . .!\10RG),]\': This Bill proYid,.; ddl· 
nitely just what the board may do in re,pect 
to certain matters. Ono farmer can sell a 
certain a·moum of seed wheat to a farmer; 
that has not to go into the board. That is 
a Ycry good proYiso. If t'he wheat is not _of 
fair aYerage quality, the farmer canJ With 
the permission of the board, di,;pose of it to 
anYone who ·dresircs to buy it. The board 
may give that permisc,ion to an individual or 
to 'the whole of the farmers of the State. 
But on the other hand, the Bill provides 
that everv bit of wheat that is of milling 
quality must go through the board. 

The TREAScRER: Exactly; but cannot the 
board deliver it to the farmer as well as to 
the mill? 
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Mr. MORGAN: Once he has delivered to 
t.hB mill~ the fsr1ner does not want to take 
it back. vVc know pcrfectlv well that the 
season is one of the finc,,t ,,~e have had for 
n;any, n1a.ny yonrf: and the by-products a:.·o 
likely to be Yer~v httlr n~cd dnring the· nf'xt 
few months. . The d~mand has practi< ally 
ce~sed, and 1 f the pnccs a re am-thin a like 
high. and otlwr fodder is chca]w;, the~· ·will 
not be usrd at all. That is a -matt0r ·whirh 
desor\-cs a Ycry great deal of C'On:3idcration. 
so far as export is concerned. and it ,~·ould 
be <1, Yer~- gocd thing 1£ thr board had po~xe~ 
to n:port the by-products. 

The TREASl:HER: It will, and it also has 
the co-operation of the Con1!110l1\Ycalth board 
as regards shipping. 

:VIr .. :\IORGAN.: The Queensland pool can
not s'l.11T? mw gnun of IYheat ·without getting 
pernms10n of the Southern board. 

The TRnsunER: That is merely fonnel. 

• ::\1r. M ORGAN: It will not be ven- formal 
if. the:· f_ind that it enters into con; petition 
With their wheat. For this particular vear 
I do not expect m.uch difficulty, because, 
although the crop will be a biO' one we in 
Queensland will -not have m or;;' tha~ about 
t\vo~thirds of our own requirernents. Even 
on this occasion we arc not !ikeb to have 
enough to feed the people of Queensland for 
hvclve months. 

Generally speaking·, I <Im supporting the 
BilL As I have already stated. amendments 
a.re necessary, and I hope when they are 
circulated a keen interest ,,-ill be taken in 
them hy members who have the welfare of 
the farmers at heart, and thet we shall be 
able to record our votes freeh-. Let us deal 
with this Bill as with a non-)oarty measure. 
Let every man vote as he thinks right, with
o.ut being bound )'lane~ and foot by the par
ticular party '>hich mtroduces the amend
ment. or bv the two narties who may be in 
posse"ion of the OpyJOsition henchesc. Per
E>onally, I urn going to exPrcisc a vote on 
every clause or amendment just as I think 
proper, and I hope oven-one else will do 
likewise. " 

The PREMIER: I am very much disap
pointed at tho attitude taken {,p by the hon. 
member who has JUst sat down. The Govern, 
ment ha,-e done their best in regard to this 
particular Bill to meet the "-ishes of the 
'"·heatgrowcrs, taking into account the con
sideration due to the general community. 
The Minister and myself, who ere charged 
by the Government with the duty of meeting 
the deputation repre,enting the wheat
growers, have endeavoured to meet them on 
eve;7 P?int where it could possibly be done, 
takmg mto account the interests of the com
munity. JVIembers on tho other side, espe
cially those recently elected, have promised 
the Government every assistan{:e if we bring 
forward moasnres in the interests of the 
farming community. This is brought for
ward solelY in the interests of the farmers 
with duo ~onsidenttion of the factor I hav~ 
1nentioncd. 

An OPPosrrroN ME}fBER interjected. 

The PREMIER: I am ''cry pleased to 
h<car thet: but, at any rate, tho hon. member 
for Mmilla has just mado a violent attack 
on the Bill. 

Mr. MORGAN: I did not. 

The PREMIER: The hon. member may 
not in his own mind know the nature of the 
attack he made; but, nevertheless, it is ea!-

cnlated to embarrass the Government m 
rf'spect to- the 1neasure. 

Ml·. :'\ioRGAN: In what way?-

Th. PREMIER: In the way that it c.alls 
public attf'ntion to the measure. rniscon
~·trucs the intention of our pl'oposals and the 
meaning of the clauses, and places upon it a 
construction which is calculated to poison the 
public n1jnd. 

}lr. MORGAX: If I have mi";_;unstrued it, 
the lJnblie \Yi11 know, and no harm will be 
done. 

The PRE11IER : That is an cxtraordinarv 
suggc~bon. I an1 one of those ·who ar8 
1J~dined to say tbat misconstruction is harm
ful. IHc·ar, hear!) 

Mr. IIIORG.IX: It is only your word that I 
ha ,-o mi,construed it. You ha vo to prove it. 

Tlw PREMIER: I am going to prove it; 
that is why I roce. The hon. member, by 
1nisconstruing the motives of the Govorn
rr1er:L hv itnputing evil motives to the Go
vcrnrncllt, by trying to n1ako out that 've 
hrtYO with sinister motives introduced the 
pro pc '-~al ;,vi th a view to working a confidence 
trick on the Opposition-that is the inference 
from his remarks-is d<Imaging the chance 
of [;etting this Bill through. The hon. mem
ber su YS · "-o ha vo imnorted into this Bill a 
rcpudi~tion clause relating to the> power of 
the board to take over all storage, notwith
standing that sDmc y,~ccnt leases have been 
m:tde-,,·ith a view, he says, of getting the 
endorscn1cnt of ParlirtrnC'nt of certain act.ion 
on our part. ~rhis he calls repucliat·ion. 
That is nothing more than 'm attempt to 
drag violent controversies into this House 
with respect to a measure that should not be 
n <;;ub.i cct of controvcr~y. I shall sLow 
directiv that there is ample justification for 
this Bi'll as it stands, and that examples exist 
in simiL'r n1easures jn oth('r Sta.tE'"' clea1ing 
with prr-cisc1~~ the s~tne thing, and giving to 
the authorities controlling the pools similar 
povvPr~. 

Mr. l\IORGAx: Arc those clausec. 11 and 12, 
repudiation? 

The PREMIER: Those cJauses may be a 
~1ecc·osary modification of contracts entered 
m to. 

Mr. MoRGAx: Are they repudiation? 

The PREMIER: You can answ'er that 
yourself. 

Mr. MORGAN: Yes or no? 

The PREMIER: You call everything 
repudiation that ·does not suit you, and by 
tu.llmg this measure repudiation, by launch
ing a charge of repudiation against this BilL 
vou imperil its passage. That is why I say 
:\·ou are making a vit<tl attack upon it. 

[7.30 p.m.] 
Mr. MORG,Ix: If it is truo, I have a right 

to do it. 
The TREASURER: What if it is not true? 

Mr. l'.10RGAX: He does not deny it. 

The PREMIER: This clause makes pro
Yiswn for the necessary modification of any 
existing contracts. Therefore, the hon. 
member charges repudiation against the 
Government, but the Bill must go through 
with those provisions in it. I do not say 
that that clause must pass as it stands now, 
but with similar plenary pov> er on behalf 
of the board. The board must be charged 
with full powers if their operations are 

Hen. E'. G. Theodore.J 
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to b0 suer'' 33£ul. and Gon~rnn1cnb in the 
other Star-·s haYc seen tho ncct:sjty of Yest
ing in their boards slrnilar powers. In the 
-Yictoi'ian _._-\et, knO\\·n The \\'heat 
I\'iarkuting anrl Act of 192D, 
there is Yc-ry Jrac tic povvcr '-·,-hich abrogate-s, 
to the ~un1c Pxtent 1 and iu similar manner 
eontrJ.ct, \Yhich I\ ere in ~ the san1~ 
as this Bill seeks to do. Cl"use 8 of that 
Act rearL,-

'" En_'rv colltract 1vhich is n1ade in 
Yictoria." hctlwr bPforo or after the 
cotnmc·nccmcnt of this Act, so far as it 
relates to the sale of Victorian wheat 
or flour for delivery in Victoria ..... 
shall be void uml of no effect." 

Hon. \V. H. B.\ll:\ES: I do not thiuk th•c 
cases are analog-ous. 

The PRE?,IIER: That is one pronswn 
with regard to the sale of wheat and flour, 
and it nullifies any contract cntcrccl into. 
The Act further says-

" A:nv tr:1nsactlon or contract with 
rc,-pect~ to any wheat or flour ·which is 
the subj£;ct-n1attcr of any cont~·a.ct Ol' 
pad of a contract which is bv this 
section declared to bo void shall ~!so be 
Yoid and of no effect." 

'rhat is another proYision and they arc ver~' 
necessary plenary powers in tho hands of the 
authority in order to make the pool effective. 
rrhP l'('~Jdt::ring void oi th€3-(~ trau-.act1oJl:-; 
doliberatoh· entered into before the Act >vas 
passed, is "an act of repudiation if you like 
to call it so. 

Hon. \V. H. BARNES : I think vou will 
find that what applie'" properly to "victoria 
does not apply hero. 

The PHE1\1IER: It does not matter 
v;hc heT it js the samp thing or \Yhcthcr it i c 

ana1o&-:-ous i1: regard to tlw contracts ·with 
\Yhich \Ye arc- rlealin.q;, the fact is the~- tak 
po\v!'r to nnllifv agrcen1ents and contracts 
entered into, That is all this Bill does. 
The -:\ ew South Wales Act prm·ides-

•: ::\Iot,Ylth·,tanc1ing a11'.·thing- in thP 
L1Pns on Crops and y{-ool ~and Stock 
l\lortg·n;.:r-, ..:\et. JP98, D:L' any other Act. 
or an~' rnlc or 1<::11\· to the coutrar~', a 

daiming to bP cntitlcc1 to anv 
DlOrt;;~{:~C', {'hargc, lien, or otlH;r 

cn('nmlHancP< DJ' clairning to be tlw true 
owner of such wheat, shall not be eutitlod 
to cln i 111. tt2 a fore:-;a id, for the amonnt 
ruyablc• in of snch "heat, or any 

of such unless he- has giYL'll 
the fon11 and con

pro cribod to the 
1nortgngc, charge, lien. or 

othror r e or cl jm of O\' ne1·-

~l11p, then only for sut'h portion of 
suC'h <JiHOH1l'L as hn,; not been paid to 
other at the time of the rorcint 
by the of sneh notice. . 

" EYcry grov;cr of 1vhea.t which is sub
ject to any n1ortgage, charge, lien, or 
en~umbrance rGfcrrcd to in tho last 
preceding section, or in respect of which 
or of the crop from which the same was 
harvested, he has entered into any con· 
tl'act in derogation of his title to sell 
snch wheat as the absolute owner thereof 
shall, etc., etc." 

Therefore. it absolutA!y abolishes the right 
of a particular contract or in regard to the 
purchase and sale of any wheat entered into 
before the passing of the Act. 

Mr. M oRGAN: Do thev interfere with the 
lease of any grain shed"? 

[Hon. E. G. Theodore. 

The PRET11IER: I ha..e pointed out that 
in other Act:;; dealing \Yith prec>,isely the smnc 
subject as this, they had to include power 
11or onlv to li1nit the DllPratioHs of a con-

liut to nullify cor;tracts and entirely 
the O\\·nc-r under such a contract 

for the obYious purpose of giving full prnycr 
to the board that has control of the pool. 
\Vhcn I poim out tlut that has been ihe 
caSt' ln orllrr Stat::-c: the hon. nH:n1be1' a:sk:-:: 
.. Do thr•v inL'rfcrc "\Yith tlJ-~ lcct~c -of at(Y 

(2Tai11 ~11~-:d '?" \\"hat is the 
cHc•ct '( \Yhat j ~ fw diffcn'ucc in 
Thl' hon. Jllclnhrr ~T"S th·· 011ly thing· 

thi.·i Bill l that it saycurs of 

1\lr. :\lonGAN: So it does. 

The PRE'YIIER : It does not savour of 
l'C'jJLldiutiO!l. 

l\Ir. MoRG,\X : I do not care for it in tho 
other Slates. 

The PREMIER: It appears tho hon. mem· 
bor would prefer the fanners and the 
conununity to suffer injury rather than that 
hi,, exaggerated opiniolls should be yiolatod. 
Thcrr' is r1o intention on the part of the 
UoYCrllmcnt to in1part into this anything 
cxtraucons or of an unnecessary character, 
and this clause \Yas actually rccornmcnded Ly 
the Cl'O\Yll Law Dcparbnent ·,yho had charge 
of the ·eh· a ftiug of the rneasure. The,,~ said 
that in order to g·i vo the bortrd proper power 
it \Yas \Yanted hero n1ore than in Victoria 
a,nd :\ ew South "Wales. The power is v. anted 
hue lH•cause in tiro South thev have better 
proYi.-iou fol' the st-orage of gvrain than we 
have in Queensland, and iu order to give 
t!w bortrcl cffectiYc power they should be 
gi,,cn colup1l'tu control over \rhat storage is 
c. ntilablo. and it was pointed out bv the 
Agriculture Department that, as the ·board 
has to accept responsibility when the wheat 
is dcliYered into its charges it sh-ould bo 
giyen t1w tnr-ans to store the V"hPat. The 
Loarcl has to ac-:-Ppt all responsibility. 

:\Tr. :.\[oHG,\:\: Did tho deputation ask for 
that? 

The PEE:\IIER: The deputation asked 
ns to draft a Bill and pass it through 
giying the necessary p-owers. Somo 1nernbers 
of the dc•putation no doubt are here, a,nd 
lllec· can speak for themse!Yes. It is to 
be understood that under this measure, and 
under any scheme of a pool controlling wheat 
for t:1is seas-on in Queensland, the farn1er 
1nust deliver his "\\-11PrLt son1e1vhere, and the 
deputation agreed that they should deliver 
the wheat at their nc:1rcst siding, and from 
that point the board should take control. 
If that is the case, so soon as the farmer 
brings his \Yheat to the siding, he losecl 
control of it, becrtuse lw delivers it into 
the charge of the wheat board. Therefore, 
]t is not neccs~; rY for the farmer to proyide 
storage au Jnunf3dation at the- "idi11g or 
elsewhere, except en the farttl. I\yo indiY1duuJ 
farn121· ha.::s a necessity for [ij1~v storage i1t 

Queensland under thi'", arrangement. ~'1.11 
he need do when he has harvested his wheat 
is to bring it into the siding, and fr-om that 
moment the board takes charge and full 
responsibilitv, and is responsible for tho 
storage and' safeguarding of the wheat. It 
was known to the department that a, number 
of leases in the ordinary course of events 
had been entered into. No one blames or 
1nakcs any charge against the farn1ers or 
commission agents or brokers and others 
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who leased those sheds. That ,,-as only a 
l!Jcu::;ul·c of pl'Ccaution, tt"' thcv clld not 
know witnt <,yn;.:; propo ,~d. but i't is l:c~:P-
sary to relicYc them of their leases of the 
sheds, not with anr dcc,ire to cause loss to 
those who leased the sheds. Tlwy will be 
('Olllp(nsatcd, because the farn1ers and 
Govemment reprcsentatiYcs will see that no 
farmer who has a lease will suffer anv 
detriment because the board has to tako 
over the lease. ·All that will be ncccssarv 
will be to transfer thP. lease from that indi
vidual to the board, and vet hon. members 
stand up hero and make violent charges 
against the Government and impute dis
honest moti,-es, and in that way do damage 
to the proposal before the Chamber. I 
appeal to hon. members, especially to those 
representing wheat distJ·jcts, ·vd1o n1ust see 
the necessity of the board having full plenary 
powers, especially in regard to storage
because some of the wheat will have to be 
,';l~red for twelvn months-to SPP that the Dill 

throagh. The ::\Iini2ter inclinctcd earlier 
he hoped the Bill would be receiYed 

calmly and without heat in this Chamber, 
and stated that any suggestions likely to 
improYc the Bill would be reasonably con
sidered by himself, as representatiYe of the 
Goyernmcnt in charge of the measure_, and 
he has rwYer taken up the 'tand that the 
Bill is umdterable. \Vo invito criticism and 
"\Ve inYite suggestions, but I want to say 
that, if any member gets uP here and tries 
to make political capital in connection with 
the Bill. he will not assist the measure. 

::'dr. BEBBINGTO~ : I want to tell the 
Premier that I think the Minister himself 
is responsible for any heat that has been 
introduced into the discussion, because he 
spent something lil<'e twenty minutes accus
ing the leader of the Opposition and myself 
of being practically "·hat we ou,ght not to 
be, and were taking up a position that we 
were not entitled to. I want to thank the 
Premier for meeting the deputation in 
Brisbane. \Vhen illl; deputation came to 
Brisbane, we found that the PrE'mier had 
made mTallgements to go to Melbourne, but 
he c·a'v the importance of the subject, and 
he agTcccl to wait until the following day 
in order to meet the deputation. (Hear, 
hear~) That deputation was one of the 
best I ha Ye oyer been on. 

The S'ECRETARY FOR AGRICBLTL'RE : It was 
very successful. 

:c\lr. BEBBII\GTON: EYcrything wa' 
talked oYer and a decision come to, and 
there was not the slightest word of politics 
or anything else mentioned that would 
interfere with the deputation. 

The Tnr\Sl:RER: It was a con1mon-sense 
deputation. 

:Mr. BEBBIXGTO~: Yes; a common
~,ense de·1utation. I 'vas surprjsed whon the 
Mini,ter for AgTiculture opened his remarks 
to-day bv accusing the leader of the Opposi
tion and myself of being practically what we 
ought not to be. The loader of the Opposi
tion was elected by this party, and we are 
responsible for our lcadE'r, and not the 
JVIini~ter for Agriculture. ~Iembers opposite 
have the right to elect their leader, and we 
haYe the same right so far as electing our 
loader i ,, concerned. Then, the Minister 
accu--ed me of taking up a position which I 
ought not to have done. The Minister made 
certain statements about me, but I wish to 
say that, so far as the dairying incfustry is 

concerned, I had half-shares in the first cheese 
factory on the DmnlS. I was the first to 
<~nd chet1 ::'e north of Brisbane, .and I o-,·-ncd 
the fi1 ,,t croa1n separator that eYor ca1no to 
QLlCCu~land. 

l\lr. GILDAY: \Ye don't waut your history. 
)ir. BEBBIJ\iGTON: Tho Minister accused 

me of not being a bona fide d{liry farn1er. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICL'LTURE : I referred 

to butter. 

:\llr. BRBBIKGTON: I can prove that I 
1JaYe ahvays been a dairy farn1cr. So far 
as this Bill is concerned, \ro han: eycry con~ 
fi,denco in the members who have been 
elected to the board. Those men arc the 
picked men of the wheat diBtricts, and they 
are trusted men. But we must not forgot 
that if 'Ye put this Dill upon the statute-book 
it nH:ty rc1nain there for eYor, and the wheat 
board, as constituted; will be used in parts 
of the country where they don't grow wheat 
at all. The Minister said that he »as the 
ouh· ono who had over Lrotwht forward any 
pnictic 1! m ea sure in regard to production. 
The :Minister must haye a Yery short memory. 
In 1914, at tbe request of the farmers' 
party of that time, the Dcnham Government 
ofierod to find £1 an acre for the cultivation 
of land for wheat, and pay for the seed 
wheat for planting. 

l'vlr. \V. CooPER: The L;pper House turned 
it clown. 

Mr. BEBBI2'\GTO~: ="o. it di·d not. 
Since that date the sum of £14,250 6s. has 
been paid to the wheatgrowers from one 
account, and £20,919 19s. 2d. was paid as 
advances to farmers to as,,ist them to put 
in their wA1ea,t. \Yhat was the rosult? 
Taking the figures from tho agricultural 
returns, I find that on 30th June, 1914, we 
had 127,050 acres of wheat under cultiYation, 
and that year 1,585,087 bushels of wheat were 
produced. This year we have only got 31,000 
acres-or less than one-fourth-under cultiva
tion ac• compared with 1914. 

The SECRETARY FOH AGRICULTURE: We will 
gPt 4,000.000 bushels of wheat this harYest. 
What do you think of that? 

Mr. BEBBINGTO~: You don't know 
what you will get. I know that it has been 
a good season. I want to remind hon. 
members that in 1914 the farmers g·ot 4s. 6d. 
per bushel for their wheat. I remind the 
hon. m em bcr for Fitzroy that .when the 1915-
1916 crop y,·a, harvested this Go,-ernment 
was in pmYer. The pre•.-ious Government 
had bou"ht two cargoes of wheat, and this 
GoYernlnent had bought one <::argo to follo\v. 
Tho in1nortcd \Yhcat \Yas verv inferior \vheat, 
and, I- suppose, many of our citizens will 
remember the flour made from it as long as 
thev liYP. That accounted for the bad bread 
that had to bee supplied for months. The 
Government paid Ss. 6d. per bu.,hol for that 
wheat from the Argentine. 

:CV1r. F. A. CooPER: Denham 

~1r. BEBBIXGT02'\: ~o, 
(GoYernmcnt dissent.) 

bought that. 
he did not. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I hope the hon. 
member will connect 'his remarks with the 
question before the House. 

:Ylr. BEBBI)JGTON: I '""nt to show that 
it is necessary that we should have a pool. 

Mr. STOPFORD: You have got a pool. 
What are you stonewalling for? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: In 1916, the Labour 
GoYernment, which is practically the same 

J.11 r. Bebbington.] 
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Government that we have got to-day, fixed 
the price of flour made from Argentine 
wheat and the price for flour made from 
local wheat. The Government fixed the price 
of flour made from Arg-entine \vhcat at £20 
per ton, which is about Ss. 6d. per bushel, 
and it \YaS inferior wheat at that. rrhe price 
of loca I flour was fixed at £9 per ton, or a 
little oYer 3s. 6d. per bushel. 

:'-Ir. FRY: \V ere those two prices operating 
at the same time? 

Mr. BEBBIKGTOK: Yes. You will find 
it in the " Gazette" of October, 1916. Fancy 
thi" Gov~rnment paying Ss. 6d. for the 
Arg-entine wheat while they only allowed the 
drong-ht-stricken farmers of Qnecnsland a 
littie onr 3s. 6d. per bushel ! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS : Did the 
Gon>rnmont m<tke any profit out of that 
·wht..,at '! 

3\lr. BEBBIKGTON: I am not talking- of 
the proftt and loss part of the transaction; 
but l say that this Government deliberately, 
by p:·ocl"mation, sigm d by the Governor in 
CCJuncil, in the " Govornmcnt Gazette" of 
October, 1916, deliberately fixed the price of 
Argentine wheat at Ss. 6d. per bushel. 

The SPEAKER : Order l 

::\lr. BEBBIKGTON: A wheat pool is very 
ncctssar~v. if \Ve are going to have any 
11rodurtion of IYheat at alL 

Mr. S;IIITH : Are you supporting the Bill? 

::\Ir. BEBBINGTON: Yes, certainly. I 
v;ant to show how the production of wheat is 
going- down. In 1914, we had 127.000 acres 
under wheat cultivation in Queensland, and 
to-day we haYe only got 37,409 acre,. If we 
take the five States of the Commonwealth 
>Yhich grow wheat, we find that in 1916 there 
were 12,-;84,512 acres under cultivation, while 
this year there are, ovb 6,379,560 acres under 
cultivation. There is a decrease in all the 
Sta tcs. In 1917, there wore 11,532,828 acres 
under cultivation in the Commonwealth; and 
in 1918. 9,774,658 acres. In 1919, there were 
i,S90,000 acres; and in 1920, the acreage 
under wheat was 6.379,000. That shows how 
the cultivation of wheat is g-oing down. It 
has been reduced by nearl:; one-half, and 
there is just the possibility that if the con
sumer is going- to complain about having a 
fair thing- now and paying a f<tir thing for 
his loaf, that the cultivation of it may go 
down a !together, and, instead of having
some millions coming in, it will be going out. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIO LANDS : Give us 
the comparative acreag-e lil Queensland 
during those years. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Certainly I will. In 
1916, the acreage was 93,703; in 1917, 227,778; 
1Slf, 127,815; 1919, 21,637; and in 1920, it 
was 37,409. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : There is 
an increase of 16,000 acres this year. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: This year it is only 
about 25 per cent. of what the acreage under 
wheat was in 1918-1919. Therefore, we must 
give ,,omQ encouragement to the grower, and 
I will say this, that if the people want 
wheat grown under the old slavery condi
tions, they will have to grow it themselves. 
The farmer is getting more seme; he has 
resolved that he is not going to be a slave 
to the cities any longer, and if the people 
want cheap bread and food, the:y in the city 
will have to change places with the farmer. 
If you are going to have a reasonable loaf, 

[Mr. Bebbington 

yon ·wiJl ha;;e to give the farrnBr a reason
able price for grmving it-something- liko 
the same class of wages that :,·ou are getting 
yoursclycs \'i'hile you arc 'vorking in the 
cities. The P1·emier has made a very good 
bargain, not only for the consumer, but 
also for the producer-he has made an excel
lent b~Lrguin. Before there is any ,;;heat 
ha n-ested in Queensland the '"heat is costing 
9s. 4d. per bushel. Tho Premier said that 
there should be no rise in the price of bread 
thron;rh the operations of the pool, because 
tlw n•ill,rs will be able to get their wheat 
just as cheaply a, they have been g-etting it 
previously. \Ve shall be using hundreds of 
thccFands of bushels of wheat for fowl 
food, '"hich will be very much better wheat 
than what we could import from Argentine. 
~-\nothe1· thing is that the Government, on 
behalf of the consumer-because I presume 
the Premier has made that bargain on 
behalf of the consl!rner as ,,-ell as the pro
ducer-is g-etting "-heat at 25 per cent. under 
its present price. 

Jl.lr. KIRWAN: How do vou think they 
V'OUld get on if there was no wheat pool? 

Mr. BEBBIKGTO~: If thNe was no 
wheat pool, a good portion of the wheat 
would be shipped from Queensland, and you 
would ha.-o to buv Your wheat from the 
South, which would 'cost you considerably 
n1ore than it js doing now. 

The TREASURER: Don't you know that the 
Commonwealth wheat pool control all the 
shipping. Three years ag-o, although we 
had not produced enough for ourselYes, "\VB 
could not import from Singapore and New 
Zealand. The wheat pool would not allow 
them to send their wheat over here. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Does the hon. gentle
man mean to say that if the millers would 
not give a reasonable price for the wheat, 
the producers would not appeal to the 
Commonwealth to send a ship to take it 
awav? That is exactly what would happen. 
The' hon. member may as well say that if 
there were no wheat pool the farmers would 
offer their wheat at any pirce. 

Mr. KmwA:::r: So they would. 
3\ir. BEBBINGTON: And that is what 

you want. 
GOVERN:VIEXT JI.1E~1BERS : We do not. 
::\1r. BEBBINGTON: You do. You 

starving- brntes! (Interruption.) 
The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 
Mr. F. A. COOPER: Mr, Speaker, I rise 

to a point of order. Is the hon. member 
for Drayton in Ol'der in calling hon. members 
on this side of the House "starving brutes?" 

The SPEAKER : I did not hear the hon. 
member use those words, but if he did so, 
I must call on him to withdraw. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I said they wanted 
the farmers to sell their wheat at any price. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Mr. Speaker, I wish 
to know if the hon. member has withdrawn. 

The SPEAKER: Will the hon. member 
withdraw the expression? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I withdraw if you 
wish me to, Mr. Speaker. No one who 
looks at the hon. membm· for Brisbane 
would accuse him of being starved. (Lau,gh
ter.) 

It is unfair that the farmers should be 
placed in the position of having to sell wheat 
at any price to clear off their debts. 
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The Minister has made ~ great fuss about 
the wheat guarantee. It 1s very good, but 
without a w·hcat pool the wheat guarantee 
·was ab:>olutcly useless to the man who could 
not sell. The Minister gave a guarantee 
which he had no money to back up. It is 
just like a. man giving a pron1issory note 
when he has no monev in the bank to meet 
it. The Minister gave a guarantee when he 
did not have a shiliing to back it up. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The 
whole credit of the State was behind it. 

Mr. BEBBIJ'\GTON : You had no intention 
of paying or buying· anything. 

'I'ho SPEAKER: Order ! Order ! 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The hon. member 
told us distinctly that it must be thoroughly 
understood that the Government bad no 
intention of buying wheat or making 
advances on wheat. If that be so, it is all 
Ycry well to give a guarantee to the man 
who can sell his ·wheat, but what good was 
a guarantee to a man who could not sell? 
A guarantee is no good unless you have 
money to back it up. (Government inter· 
ruption.) It is just the came as giving a 
cheque to tho bank when you have no 
monev there to mo0t it. If the Govormnent 
·were~ in a, position to make a·dvances, it 

'vould have been all right. One 
[8 p.m.] provision which should be in the 

Bill is that the pool shall take 
over control of all wheat. \Ve arc going 
to ha vo from 20 per cent. to 25 per cent. of 
dan1agcd \Y heat. 

Mr. GLEDSO:-i : The member for J\Iurilla 
is against you on that. 

~lr. BEJ3BI"'GTON: I am not considering 
the nu::mLcr for l\iurilla, I arn con'iidcring 
1nT,- own pccplc. If hon. gentlcrnen could sec 
the crops lying dm,·n flat on tho ground and 
the rain co.t:~1ng in the;.' \YOuld vvonder hu-w 
there \Va3 g'oing to be a.n.; garnering. I ant 
glacl to '.ay that the fine mn,chinery which 
is on trial now, and which is doing perfect 
>\ onders in harYcsting, is made in Australia 
b7 Australian workmen. (Hear, hen.r !) The 
.Atneric,ln rnachinl''3 c1.nnot cornpcto \vith 
them, a11d it is a credit to r\..ustralian work
rnen: and I an1 glad to say it. If it ''ere 
not fm the splendid machiner0• a very big 
11ortion of thP crop would bo lost 11ltogethcr. 
I w~nt to put it to the Minister this wa:
if the crop is 4.000.000 bushels, and you are 
going to have 1,000,000 of second·class wheat 
knocking about that nobody "ants to buy 
and e,-erylwd~- wants to sell, '''hat is going to 
be the position? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRJCULTl'RE: What do 
::ou suggest ? 

Mr. BEBBI~GTON: I will tell the 
Minister what will be the position if that 
hc>ppens. A good deal of that s~cond.cJass 
wheat will be bought up cheaply and the 
speculator will make a lot of money out of 
it. Another thing is, that a good deal of 
>hat 'dwat will probablv find its way to the 
mills in some way or other and be made into 
flour, anrl the consurn.er will be paying the 
high price for flour made from· second·class 
wheat. I will give the hon. gentleman what 
is mv remedy. Compel the pool to purchase 
all the w~heat. If they are going to buv any, 
let them buy the lot-control the whole of 
the whc:1t crop. There certainly will be a 
market for two or three cargoes of wheat in 
China and Japan. That second.cJass "heat 
could be cleaned and shipped away, and we 

would get the money for it instead of keeping 
it here to go to waste. The Government, in 
conjunction with the wheat pool, can get a 
ctoarnor to tako away that second·class wheat 
to the East. Let us get the money back here 
and h>tYe it instead of having the second-class 
wheat rotting about the pbce and probably 
being IrElde into bread) the eonsumers thus 
paying the first·class price for flour which is 
onlv sccond·clas-. In tho interest of the con· 
snn~er, in the interest of the State, and in 
the interest of the wheatgrower, that wheat 
should be got away as 'luickly as possible. 
There will be a certain demand for a quantity 
for fowl feed-probably a few hundred 
thousand bushels. It is not old wheat; it is 
·all good, and perfectly clean. Another thing 
is. I do not think the pool should be a debt· 
collecting agency for the Governm.ent. Under 
this Bill the Minister makes the pool a debt· 
collecting agency for the Government for all 
d.::.bts standing ovf~r for a conside-rable 
rmrnlwr of vcan. I do not think that is 
rrght. It i~ stated in o1w portion of the 
Bill ·' Th~ boerd sh:dl w1t bo deemed to 
represent thr~ Cro-..vn for an;v puq1oso." If 
it is not to be deemed to represent the 
Cro,•:rn for any purpose ·whatsoever, \vhy 
should it be an agency to collect the Govern· 
menes. debts which haYe lJcr~n re1naining OUt 
several years? 

ThP TnE.\'FRER: Supposing the farmer 
owed £200 for seed wheat. He wo, a pros
perous man and got £500 or £600 for his 
c·rop. Should not he pay ···omething to the 
GoYcrnment? 

'1Ir. BEBBIXGTOC{: Supposing he owes 
£200 to the Government. £300 to his store
kcopu. and £200 to his landlord. The 
Gonm1meut will g,,t their £200 and nobody 
else will get anything. I can quite under
stand that the Government want their pound 
of flesh first. irrespective of an,·body el"' T 
think the Government havo •a right to get 
a share. but not the full amount of the debt. 

'The TRK\SL~RER: J\1ovc an an1,endm·ent on 
those lines. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTON: Cert'inlv I will 
There is another thing and,, I "~vill ha v~ 
done for this evening. I \vant an assurar.ce 
from the Minister that there is to be no 
selling agency in connection with this pool. 

l\!Ir. GLEDSOX: You said just now a guar
antee '"'~ no good to you. 

::\1r. BEBBIC\GTON: That was in regard 
hl mDney. I mn spraking of his word no"'.v. 
I do not know whether I would be right in 
accepting his word, for the reason that it 
''ould be good only so long as he was in his 
JWO'ent position. Some members of the board 
already bave admitted there should be no 
selling commissions, and no selling agents. 

The TREAS"CRER : If the board decide that, 
it settles it. 

Mr. BF:BBIXGTOX: The board have not 
met yet. Th~n there is another thing. This 
Bill will remain on the statutc·bonk after 
t.he prr oent board have gone. This board is 
only to operate until next December, and 
wo do not want to take any risks. We want 
an amendm0nt of that provision to include 
a proclamation. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTrRE: The Bill 
can be extended by proclamation. 

Mr. BEBBTNGTON: Oh, yes. tin Bill 
con be extended. It is no l'Se our talking 
about a bon.rd or the :!'v1inister's word. 

Mr. Bebbington.] 
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bcccmse this Bill will be on the statute-book 
whc·n the oourd and the present 
Parliaruent paBscd a\Yay. Tho \nJrst 
thillfS that happenl•d do\vn South-aiJd soniC 
of thern \YCrP a diq;racc to any GovC'rn-
nwnt-- -

A Go,-EJE:\IE);'r ~ iE"IBER: And all National 
Gov0r11n1cnts. 

:\k BE13BIXGTON: \Yell. there is a 
ease coming nn 1vhich is a great reflection on 
the Labour Governn1cnt. 

The TRE\Sl"HETI: \Yait for it. 

J\Ir. BEBHINGTON: Yt". we \\ill \'·ait. 
·You lwYP on1y to go bark to the last rlcction 
to ftnd thing3 bad enough about youneh 

The SPEAKER: Order ! Will the hon. 
rnernber address the Chair? 

Mr. BEBBIXGTOK: Cert.•inlv. ~\h. 
Rpraker. \Ye will not have any scillng con1-
miscions. ·cnless that is put in the Bill and 
unrlci·stood, it is quite possible to ~;et a 
s€1ling ('On1n1ission. 

The TREAS1:EER : But. surely, a boarcl 
nominated pra.cticallv hY the fanner:.>-and 
indndc you~- ~ V 

l\lr. BEBBI:'\GTON: I am not ou it. 

'fhc TRE.'.SUlU:H: I include you as 
on it. Sun~I\- thPv \YIH riot ha-..~e 
obnoxious selling cOn11nissions if they haYe 
conh··Jl? 

.".lr. BEBBIXGTOX: These thing" have 
happened down South, and that is the reason 
why \YC in2-i~tcd on th~~ farmers co:Jtrolling 
their O\Yn baslne::-s, and having a nHt.:orit.,· 
on the board. 

ThP TREASrHPl: You did not in9i~t; 1ve 
enicl they ~hould have the ma.jority. 

~\Tr. BEBBINGTON: You said so after we 
had insist d on it. I admit you wcrf' very 
good and rnrt ns in eYer~.\ way po~":liblE\ but 
"·c \vould not have had anything else. That 
Js straJght. Surely the men who produce tho 
etuff should have the say in se1!ing it ·1 

\\'by should we hancl over tho Sf•lling of 
our stuff to a lot of politicians? I suppnsc 
they a.re as honest as ordinary men are, but 
r claim that the man who grmvs the stuff 
has a right to sell it. That is the reason 
we insisted that the farmors shonld have a 
majority of representatives on tho board. 
The Treasurer has sugg<',ted that if we had 
sugge:;ted this earlipr the Bill \Yould haYo 
been introduced earlier. Snr<>lv it is the 
busine,g of the G ovcrnment to take up the 
1nattcr. Yet the Governm-ent n--:.a.de no 
attempt whatever to form a wheat pool until 
the farmers requested them to take action in 
the matter. I intend to propose an amcnd
rrlcnt which \Yill rnako it impossible for any 
,clJing commission to be giH'n to the board. 

The TREASl'RER: I think that will be a 
.-ery good amendment. 

l\Ir. BEBBINGTON: I am quite sure the 
l\IinistPr will agree to such an amendment. 

Mr. CORSER (Bttnl(tt): Mr. Spcaker-
li.Ir. KIRWAX: \Vhere is wheat gwwn in 

the Burrwtt '! 

Mr. CORSER: I hoard the hon. member 
cpeak on wooL \Vel!, there is no ne,_Psdity 
to say where wool is grown in Bri,bane. 
(Loud laughter.) I rise to support the 
second re?,cling of the Bill. and to compli
n1ent the fanners-the "\vhcat.gro-wcrs in par
ticular-on t-he \Hey in which they represented 
this matter to the Go.-ernment. I also thank 

[Jfr. Bebbington. 

the Government. on behalf of the farmers, 
for introdncjng this mca:;:uru in their i11tcn•st. 

~\fl~. PLTERSOX: Then, whv ston~;,·;all the 
Bill'~ , 

l\fl'. CORSEH,: Tht-'ro is no ~tonc\Yailiilg' on 
this siJe o£ the }louse, but we lll'C not going 
to be dictated to bv members the other 
side. Stat-emcntJ haYc been during 
this dl~cuc.·,ion for political purpo:-JC.'1. The 
hon. n1· n1Ler for ~Iurl1Ia mentioned that lw 
objected to a <:f'rtrrin pr-ovjr,'ion in the Bill, 
a.nd the Prcn1i0r, in replying to his rcn1arks, 
tried to lcncl the Hmrse and the to-
Lclic-r;c th1.t that hon. n1cruL1cr, repre-
sents a whcatgrO\Ying district. was opposing 
the Bill and appealing to 1ncn1bers on this 
side to oppo;;c the Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRWULTrRE: lie 
uppo~cd a vital principle {)f the BilL 

:\lr. CORSER: It is not a vital principle 
uf tlw Bill. The hou. member fm :\Iurilia 
said thnt ono proYision in thE~ Bill snyuurs of 
rcpudiaJion. but at the sa -no time he told the 
l-Iousc that thr in gcrwral .arc in 
faYour of the Dill. \Yas, tht:rcfon>, no 
occcsion for tho PremiN to trv to blackball 
the hon. rncmbcr for ex11rr·sing hi:-:; opinions 
in re{ran1 bJ an•,' particular provision .in the 
mcas~re. The'" hon. n1mnber for l\Iurilla 
supporic'd tlw Bill. as I arn doi11g at Hw 
pn ,.cnt nH,nwnt. [ do not know \Yh.Y the 
GoYCI'nrncnt a1lov1{)d. thC' Council to a-Jjou.rn 
<.;ncl thus delay the pa~'":ling of the Bill till 
nf ,:t \VPdne.:;dav. \Yh('at is con1ing into the 
1narkct at th1-' lE"CS{'llt tirn0, and the Goycrn
nlr-nt have lJJade no provision to deal with 
ihat \Yht>~t. 

The SL'UETARY FOR AcnrcruruRc: \YhY not 
let the Bill go through now'? , 

1-lr. CORSER: \Yhat is the u3c of it going 
through no,,·. sinrc it cannct bcco111e a 1 Act 
this week'? The Bill rannot be finallv dPalt 
with until next \Ycdnesday. , 

l\1r. POLLOCK: You mu-t know :hat the 
L .... ppcr l-louse hns c"':ntrol of its own bu~in0:-:s. 

Mr. CORSER: I know that we have no 
control oyer it. 

:.\1r. POLLOCK: It is an indcpenclt-nt 1-IouM~. 

l\Tr. CORSER: I "dmit that this Bill is 
iH the mE<in a good Bill, but there are cer
tain provisions in it that I do not like. One 
principle th<tt I should like to he1ve includocl 
in the Dill is the principle that the producers, 
the \Vorkcrs in the bush, ~honlrl ha,·c mue:~ 
say in the matter of fixing the vdue of 
their '~ ork as the worker" in the citie,j have. 
Those engaged in industries in the cities 
haYc a sa:v in the fixing of thf' pri('8 llaid 
for !heir work, and I contend that primar'' 
prodncers should have tho right to the same 
'aJ' in fixing the value put on their '.abonr. 
I claim that the primary producers should 
ha vo the right to fix the rate •}f remmwration 
for their work. vVhv is therf' not embodied 
in the Bill a provision enabling th" primary 
pro-ducers to fix the price for ',rh~at and 
ot.her Cl'OP''·? I believe in the reprcecnta.tion 
o£ prinwxy 11roducrr~ on a price-fixing b~)a.rd, 
just as v1·e have representation of ~he indus
trial workers on tribunals which !h. the price 
paid for their l<tbonr. 

The TREASURER: Do you want representa
tion on the board? 

Mr. CORSER: Yes, 'VC want fair repre
sentation. \Ve want the same representation 
as the inJustrial \\·orkor \Vants nn a tribunal 
fixing the rate of his wages. Fair repre
senta(.ion is all the primary produ~er wants. 
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It is not sufficient that tho Prom:ers of th0 
various States should ha vo ~he rig hi, to fix 
the price of >,;heat for this o'car. This Bill 
should provide that in all future c tscs the 
primary ]Jl'Oducer-tho wlicatgrowor-shal! 
ha.ve an opportunity of oxproc.-,intj h-:~ views 
as to the price \\hich should be paid as a 
return for the labour employed on his farm. 
Th et is what is claimed in the present 
inquiry whic.h is going on for the iixation of 
t~e price of butter. r.rhero is no J:t~rjrcscnta
tlon whatovrr for tho 1vorkcr 1vho is 
intn:,ted. That is a feature of thie Bill 
th11t I do not altogether belic'!C in, and 
I would ha>'C liked to have seen it broadened 
to enable fair representation jn a~l cases in 
Paeh year -when the matter of t!1c fixation 
of the 11rico of IYheat is to bo detorn1ined. 

JVIr. PoLLOCK: \Yill vou givo the consun1er 
rerJrcscntation? u 

~fr. COflSER: I think that the consumer 
has fair rrprcscntation now. 

A Gm'~RK~IlcKT i\IE}IBER: ·what about the 
worker that harvests? How are his wages 
fixed? 

Jl.lr. CORSER : In any wa:; the GoYern
mc·nt likes to determine that thev should be 
fixed, but it is not for the Opposition to sav. 
It is fo._· th0 Govcrnrnent to ask themsclv~s 
how those things are fixed. 

The TREAScRER: \V ill vou a!kw the con
smncr to lix the price "of en·rvthing that 
he conf.:-umcs ? ~ 

;>.fr. CORSER: Ko more than I would 
allow the primal'Y producer to fix tho price 
n£ all thr• thin~-, thnt he produces; but 1 sav 
that he should ha.-c full representation. · 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTUHJ\: \Vhat 
do yon mean-ba.lance of power on the 
board? 

:\fr. CORSER : I mean that he should 
hnYP ju!it as much •reprcsenta~ion as is 
enjoyed by the industrial worker on the 
board. As representing a country electorate, 
l wa:-; ho1Jcful that whc'!l ih(' Bill was intnJ
duced the Government would make it so 
broad as to include the pocsibility of a maize 
pool. 

The Tm:AquHER: 1\'hy not· move 'l.n umend
rnent? 

l\lr. CORSER : I might say th,tt an amcnd
;nent is printed to that effect, and I hope 
1t .,-J]l be pocsi blc to broaden the Bill so as 
to enable us to deal with such 11roducts as 
maize, It is astonishing what <tmount of 
maize IS grown here. In 1918 only 104,000 
bushels of wheat was produced, which shmvs 
1vhat a poor season that \Vas cornpared to 
the present season, in which it is stated 
there may bre 4,000,000 bushels of wheat. But 
in 1918. while onlv 104,000 bushels of wheat 
was prodnctcd, we had a crop of 4,000.000 
bushels of maize, and w1th a good season that 
arnount may be increased. The Burnet.t 
district produces a very great proportion of 
the maize that is grown in Southern Queens
land. The maizegrowers ha,-c to meet the 
samo troubles and difficulties as the wheat
rrowpr;;;;. Although we n1n y rais-e a large 
anwnnt of n1aizP VVP arc~ not a big nlaizo-con
llr!ling p0oplc. The l\1aizc Products Con1-

pany of . Victoria is certainly ac,sisting us 
111 that dtrcct-;on; but there rnay be a great 
deal of trouble ahead for the maize producer 
in Queensland tmless we make rrovision for 
a pew! to assist him, so as to rleal with tho 
tremr-ndous amonnt of maize, and machinerv 
should be provided under thi, Dill to fix a 

prier: IY~1ich \Yi1l give the gro·wcr of 1naize 
a full return for his labour, with something 
perhaps to cumpensate hin1 for the losses 
in y,'ar~ of dl'Ought he hus gom' throufh. lt 
is r~lY intention to try to broaden the Bill so 
as t(; protect any pr(Jduct \Y.hich farn1ers are 
cngagPcl in gro\\ ing by cnabli11g thcn1 to 
,,·ork tog·ether in a pool. The Secretary for 
Agriculture claimed that members of the 
O]Iposition generally liked guarantees-the 
gnal'alltPe principle on a ra1lway, foe 
insLuwc. 

The SEcru:TAHY FOR AGIUCCL'iTHE: No. I 
Jid not suggest that at all-guan•.,nh~e for 
crops. 

.:\h. CORSER: When we were on the 
GoYCl'nnicnt benchP··~, unlike the present 
occupaut', we opposed the then leader of 
our GoYcrnment. In 1914 I moved an amend
ment to aboliBh it, and had the then Labour 
}Jarty ~upportcd the arncndnwnt of the 
farmers' section-~ 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: \Ve did. 

::\1r. CORSER: We would h~tvc defeated 
the Denham Government on that occasion 
and have wiped it out for all time. "Han~ 
sard" for 1914, page 1091, shows the division 
list, and the members o£ the Labour party, 
as \Toting for the Denharn Government on 
that occasion against the primary producers' 
rcprp;;;cntahves \vho were enderrvouring to 
a.mcnd the conditions in the resrcct I have 
llwntion, d. Onlv three member& o£ the Labour 
party Yotcd nga.in:.t the Dcnhan1 Governn1ent 
Otl that occaf:ion~-nmne1y, ~Ics;:;:r~. Bertran1, 
Gillics, and Thcodore. The Sceretary for 
Railwayc; voter! with Mr. Denham. (Opposi
tion laughter.) Thirteen other members of 
the Labour party voted with him, but had 
those fourtCf'!l n1c~nbcrs voted \Vith the 
fanner.-:' representa-tives 10n that occasion 
there would haYc been an e..trlicr -defeat of 
the JJ-F-uha.nl Govf'rnnwnt a ud the 0arlic:r rise 
to power of the Country party that has had 
to fight a lone road since that time. In 
1914 the Labour party could haYc abolished 
it. When they did abolish it i h0y put a 
land t.a'< on. 

The TnE.ISl-HER: I fiw! that :Ylr. \V. H. 
Barn*"", :j_ir. Petrie, and yoLU father voted 
ng,1 i11.'-)t y0u. (Laughtr~r.) 

Mr. CORSER: \Ye have heard about the 
si,., c; the father. (Laughter.) If there 
WL3 a,n,~-thiug in the argun1cuts of gentlemen 
wluJ -,1 ~l'"" on those occaeions taking some 
of om· m em hers to the other ,idc, they 
certainly might have succeeded then, but they 
have n -.\-0r again been able to secure any 
ll1f'IT111_13 of the Country party or to take 
thr'nl 1 ~.-a.JT on fnlsr pretc11ccs. 

A (~OVEH:OIENT ME~IBER: vVe don't want 
tl10m. 

:\11'. COHSER: No, but you certainly 
wcc:Jtcd the ghost at election time to get 

>Yhore you are. The Country 
[8.30 p.n:.] party regret that the Govern-

ment have enabled the other 
place practically to go into dissolution so 
that >vc cctnnot do,ll with this matter finally 
till next V\' cdnesday, although the oppor
tunit;. presented itself to get through all 
stage,; of the Bill to-night. 

"\ GoVERN;IlENT MEMBER: There is a stone
wall here to-night. 

'Ir. CORSER: Thoro is no stone,.,al!ing. 
\\-o blO' .. - that if it passes to-night it can
not go to the other place, so that there is no 
opportunity of finalising the matter. The 

Mr. Corser.l 
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mer,sure has my support and the support of 
all tho members of the Country party, and 
they are particularly anxious to get it 
through, and would have liked to finali'e the 
thing yesterday or to-night. 

The THEASURER: Your leader would not 
stand it. 

An HOKOcRABLE MEMBER: It could have 
been through at 4 o'clock. 

Mr. CORSER: At 6 o'clock last night, if 
the Government wanted to deal with it, it 
was their place to say that it would come 
on to-day. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Thoro is 
no time like the present. 

Mr. CORSER : There is no time like the 
pre.' U'lt : The hon. n1c1nber "ould Eke to 
take ali control out of the hands of the 
Opposition and force things through without 
discussion, "' the Government attmnpted to 
do by wiping out the Address in Reply. 
depriving new members of an opportunity of 
oven cpoaking on Supply. 

'The SPEAKER: Order ! 

'!\Ir. CORSER: I am in favour of this 
BilL and I an1 on1y sorry that the Govcrn
Incnt ha..-c not arrangt~d that it could go 
throngh the other place to-night. 

The TREASURER : The Bill that is 
introduced he:·c to-night is real!': necessary 
frorn a Go\ ennnentH 1 point of YlC\V, on 
account of the difficulties which arc··e on the 
last ocC'asion vYhen vve had a good ,ybf=_ut 
season in Queensland. \Vo vvell ren1ember 
that on that occasion, although we did not 
harve't enough wheat to fill our mn1 
rPqu1rcn1cnts--

Mr. MORGAO::: Never have:' 

The TREASURER: Although it <ts a 
good sr:tsOl1 1 \YO \Yerc not able to produce 
enough for our ovvn requirements, and \Ve 

11 ere not J'Crmittcrl. to export C'Yf>n tl) J\'e\V 
Zealand or Si·ngapore, New South Wales 
·wheat was flooding Queensland. 'The gro1ver 
could not find a market for hiR o1vn product. 
for the vYhe.·,t Board, controiled bv the 
GomlnDniYC~llth \vould not buy ur l~)ennit 
export. \Ve have to find some remtdy. We 
are endeaYouring now to erect machinery 
that will give an ample ,and full remedy to 
the producer. i3ome time ago-rdthough 
other C overnmcnts vvere guaranteeing a bare 
'1loieh'-\Ye decided to guarantee a full Ss. 
per bushel. 

An 0PPOS1TIOK MEMBER interjected. 

The TREASURER: That is fortuitous, 
but it does not interfere with our bona fides. 
Vve gave a definite guarantee of Ss. a bushel, 
just as we cashed the war gratuity bonds 
of the returnc·d soldiers. 

Mr. CoRSER: Only for the elections you 
would not h"ve cashed them. 

The TREASURER: We are always going 
to have some motives imputed to us. A 
moment ago the hon. member for Burnott 
thanked the Government for this Bill and 
said he thought they had done a good action 
in this regard. If he has scruplt>s on this 
occasion, let him be honest and give voice 
to them. The prom,ise regarding the 
gmtuity bonds was given long before the 
election. 

Mr. MoRGAK : Stick to wheat. 
The TREASURER: I did stick to wheat 

until your colleague brought in the war 

[Mr. Corser. 

bonds. vV e have an Ss. guarantee. vV e are 
now erecting the machinery-a. board that 
will bo able to market the wheat and finance 
the farnH:r. :rhe Dill, naturall,y. also coutuins 
provision for the utilisation of the storage 
sheds, ,and ·indemnifies the Commissioner 
in respect to any agreements he may have 
regarding them. It is not likely that a 
Government who are looking after both 
producer and con:-:;urncr are going to allow 
any farmer to be at a disadvantage because 
he has an agreement with the Haihvay Com
missioner rt·g~rding storage. The ll<1ilway 
Commissioner will recompense him. There 
is nothing in that; but you n1u~t give the 
board plenary pmver to controi the storage 
space we have. \Ve must be in a position 
to store the wheat and put it on the market. 
With regard to our agreement with the 
Commonwealth wheat pool, we shall not 
have any interference from them. They 
control the shipping space. and if \YO had 
a surplus they would export it. They will 
allow u:; to market our own wheat. The 
board, nominated by the farmers themselves, 
have full power to deal with the whole 
harvest. \Ye have there provision to arrange 
storage, eycn down to penalties, all con
ceived with the idea of helping the farmer 
and the producer. ::VIy own hope is that 
bread is not going up in price at alL \Vith 
proper management, I do not think it need 
do so in Queensland. It 1nay eventually go 
un a trifle, bnt \YC, at all E'Yt).~1ts, are not 
concerned with tho miller. but with the 
p1·odue0r and the~ consun1cr. \Ye do not 
\vant New S'outh \\'ales to· be flooding our 
State. We do not pl'Oducc enough wheat 
LJr rnt· 0\\';1 cnu ,1Htr)tion, and \Y- \Yi:l~lt t1) 

be in a position to e;_,port \Y heat that is not 
of fair average quality. I cannot under
stand the captious criticism that has fallen 
from hon. members. The board is there; 
they have full control, and it is being erected 
for no other purpose than to se ne their 
iutoresL". 

JUr. STOPFORD (Motwt Jim·oan): Hon. 
n1ernbcrs oppo~ite, representing the Country 
party, b,, their attitude to-night would lea.d 
us to believe that they were opposed to th1s 
kgislation. Ic there is anyone who should 
be opposed to this particular measure, it 
is tho·"'e me1nbers who are representjng indus
trial con~titucncjc:-3-Who arc n-.presenbng th{-" 
men "-ho are going to harvest this wheat 
and are getting no consideration at all in it. 
Hon .. members asked for representation on 
this board for tho producers. I want the 
Government, or representative of the Govern
meat here to-night, to realise this. Person
all;;-. I haYc no objection to the farn1el· 
gdting a fair result for the value of tne 
labour he p11ts into the production of his 
product, but I think I am equally right in 
a·,king that the labourer that the farmor 
employs should also receive a. fair return 
for the labour he executes. vVhen the sugar 
agreement was brought forward, provision 
'vas n1ade for justice-,. so far as it )Vent, to 
the producer, u,nder the price fixed- I cannoG 
pretend to say whether the price was a just 
or an unjust one-to the. wage-earner and 
to the consumer by fixing the prices of wages 
and of sugar. In the particular industry 
we have under consideration to-night) we, 
as rBpre~cntativf>s of industrial centres, are 
in this position: \Ve are fixing the price 
of the product. vVe have also a shadowy 
promise that it will not increase the price 
to the consumer. Now, if we fix the price 
to the consumer, and justice is done to the 
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produc2r, it is a reasouablc argument that 
JU . ..;tic •_} should aLo be clone to the "\Yorker. 
But we stand to-day, faced with a record 
crop, and wo have not the power to go to 
the workers' tribunal to obtain an award 
for the workers who will harvest that crop. 
\Ve are shut out from the Arbitration Court 
and deprived of an opportunity to receive 
a fair and just rate of wage for the workers 
who harvest the product. I contend that 
while that measure remains as it is, it is 
an injustice to the workers who are going 
to work in that industry. Experience tells 
us that the man who has what we call 
the world's parity is often the man who will 
take ad vantage of the law of supply and 
d<'mand when paying the price of the labour 
he requires to produce his commodity. I 
maintain that the industrial workers of 
this State han a right to ask that this 
Government ,,,i]] follow np this measure 
with one that will gin access to the Arbi
tration Conrt to the men who work in the 
indu~tJ"-, ur to secure fr01n the \Yheat board 
some guarantee that the men will be paid 
according to the ratc-t.hc rnini_,lunl rat·~'. 
if nt 'P ._-~!ry~-ruling in other indu~tries th,~t 
have their rates o£ wages fixed by the 
Arbitration C\nu·t. I sinrprclv trust th:~t, 
even tbe members of the Count~·y party will 
realise the justice of that request on behalf 
of the \\·orkcrs who-because of the number 
of mt'n \'vho are out of en1ployn1c-nt-aro 
subject to the law of supply and demand, 
and may b,c compelled to \York at a rate 
much lower than any judge of the Arbitra
tion Court would fix, if the rase could be 
placed before him as in another industry. 

::'.1r. DEACON (Cwwinulwm): I do not 
propow to take up the time of the llousc 
very long, as any defects in the 1neasure can 
be renwdied in Committ<'e. It appears that 
!11cmbcrs on both sides of the H ousc are in 
fe,vour of the Bill. I take it that tlw 
Govcrnn1ent arc guara11teeing Ss. a bushel, 
and the price fixed is to be 9s. at seaport. 
That price may not moan Ss. to th0 pro
ducer, as then' is 4d. a bnshel to eomc oil' for 
freight. Taking it on the a nerago, the 
freight to Briobanc would anwuut to 4d . .a. 
bushel. or, perha.ps, a little more. Then 
there is ROHll'thing for interest and storagP, 
and it is just possible there may be abnormal 
conditions to d0al with. There mav be a 
bad ::.cason for storage, for instance . .,., Some 
seasons are Y{1 l'J bad for storagP, a.s tho 
wheat is more likely to become weevily, and 
waste will occm·. Therefore, I think \hero 
ought to be some arrangement wlwreby the 
board could charge more than 9s. It is just 
p0ssible) O\ving to the present financial 
position. that the Government may haYe to 
raise freigl1ts on the raihcays. That would 
n1ake a difference. 

The PRE)JIER: Are you Ruggcsting tha.t? 

Mr. DEACON: Nv, but the Government 
n1ay find it necessary. 

The PnniiER: That is certainlv a ..-erv 
important admission from the Country party 
-that we will have to raise the freights. 

Mr. DEACON: If that is done the board 
will have to increase the pri0e in order to 
secune a return of Ss. to the farmer. .U 
present, I understand the board cannot 
charge more than 9s. at seaport, and the 
margin may not be sufficient. At present 
the ma.rgin is sufficient, but I do not know 
whether the board has power to ask an 
increased price if it becomes necessary. One 
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hon. member rdcrred to the position of the 
ronsn!ncr, and I would point out that under 
this agrecrncnt the cDnsucner has got the 
cheapest bread in tl1e woriJ. 

The PRE:\IIEH: I would suggest that \\hen 
the Country party do suggest an increa.sed 
schedule on the railways that we exempt 
''heat. 

Ylr. DE_l\..CON: As far as y,-a.gcs paid are 
co~c<erned. I might say that the men directly 
pa1d by the fanners arc not growlmg. so 
the wages ca11not bo very far \'\Tong. The 
engine-drivers and other,. on the rail\\-ay arc 
under the control of the Arbitration Court. 
Tlwrc is only one class of nu~u directly 
emjlloyrd b,· "the farme.o, a.nd you do not 
hear thcn1 growling. 

II'I1·. COSTELLO (Carnarran): As the 
roprc~cutativc of a whcatgrov;ing distri~·t, I 
~hould 1 ikP to say a fe\'1 \YOrds on this Bill. 
First of all. I would like to compliment the 
Gon~rnment 011 the \\'av they ro,;:p to tho 
occasion vvhen the 11Copfe intcr0sted in this 
indu:-iry ennw along ,,~ith the deputation to 
them. 

The Pm;:mEH: Hear, heaT ! 

l\Ir. COSTELLO: Gm-ernment i>Suc·d 
" '· Gazette'' to the that tl1l'v \Ymdd 
guarantee thE' gro\Ycl·s Ss. u bushel, ~but the 
growers could 110t ~''e hnw the GcY\-el'Iltllt'llt 
were going to carry out that guarantt'C. In 
the fLrst place, there \,·as no ~H'O\-i~ion 111ade 
to finaLce the guarant~'e, a.nd in thP 3PcorHl 
place there-· \Yas uo conh·ol of the vdwa t, and 
the uarnntPc \YHS only for primP milling 

Tlw pcopL..! pngrtgl'd in the \Yhf:at
crrowino· iudu~tr,; arc YCl'. tnuch in 11eed of 
Funds. 

0

Thosc \V'IJO knoF :tnything about th~~ 
wheat lDdustrv kno\v that there has been 
no wheat harv~)St for 1nany yt:ars, and undel* 
thr; circumstancc3 the grov,"ers \vould b'-' coln
pcellcd to take the be't price offering at the 
tin1C' thelr ·wheat ·was ready for nunketing, 
\vhcthe>r it wa~ 6~ .. 7s., or 8s., and all disputes 
would probably haYo to be odtled by the 
Cuvernmcnt. 

The PRE)!IER: It was perfc•< ti;~· obvious that 
we v:oulJ hnvo t.o pass legislation when we 
n1adc that guaranh~c. 

?.1r. COSTELLO: There ''"oulcl be great 
diflicultv under those circumsbnros. Pc 1ple 
in di.st;'css \\·ould han' had to accept the 
first priee offering. They '<\·ould have had 
to take it and be sati,ficd, and the only way 
to overcome that dif!icultv is to pool all the 
wheat. I aw vm-y please'd, indBcd. that the 
Govf rnment received the deputation and 
rcadilv rose to the occasion in the way they 
did. 'I am out to advocate that all \Yheat 
he controlled bv the wheat board whcthE•r 
it be first class,' "'cond class. third class, or 
chick wheat. That would be fair and just to 
the producc1·, and also to those people who 
buv the ,,,-heat., as thcv would know what 
they would have to pa';.- for it and would 
know where to go for it. There would be 
no middlenwn a.nd no profiteering in the 
industry. I am very pleased that the board 
has full control in this matter. The succeS'l 
of this board depends on whether those who 
manage the business are competent, and I 
have every confidence that the right men will 
be selected by the farmers, and if the Govern
ment are prepared to give them full control 
the producer will have nothing to worry 
about at all. As far as the grain sheds are 
concerned, I think it n{?(;essary that the 
board should have the power to take over 
the railway sheds. The wheatgrowers shoul<> 

Mr. Costcllo.] 
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not be deprived of the sheds. ::-;:o other 
industry wiil b0 needing th use of the sheds. 
Fvr instance. the wool is all now rnarkctccl, 
and there will be no other crops in those 
districts for some two or three months. The 
grain sheds 3re absolutely e•11pty 31ld should 
be utilised by the vd1t :;,tgrowers and the 
hoard should be ginn full control of those 
sheds. ::\ly hearty support is with this Bill. 
and as the details may be discu,sed latPr on, 
I do not intend to delay the Hou,e any 
longer. I congratulate the l\iinistcr for 
Agriculture on introducing the Bill, and on 
a(·cepting almost everything recon1rncndcd to 
him by the priman producers. As regards 
the wages paid in the harvc~t fielct.;, I \vould 
E:a.y that I hav~ .iust como from the district
y;herc~ the:v nre harYcsting, and the earnest 
(I 1d willing rnrn arc receiving bettGr \Vagcs 
than hon. member:; on the other side thought 
\\OLlld be given. They ha,·c an idea that the 
'· cockics" arc out to sweat tho n1en at eyerv 
point. That is a wrong idea altogether. ~ 

:Ylr. Cou.ms: VIe haw net got that idea 
in regard to the sugar indu~try. 

-,1,·. COSTELLO: The "coekiPs" pay their 
rnen u. fair \\age, and give then1 good food. 
I" fact, the0' have the same food and sit at 
the same table as the farmers themseh·es. 
So ]ong as the agitators keep a\vay from 
the farmers they are all right. (Hear, hear, 
aad laug·hter.) 

::\lr . .POLLOCK (Greyory): I am glad that 
the Government have made provision in this 
Bill to see that the Queensland requirements 
of wheat are safcguurded before any "·heat 
is al!mYed to be exported. I was under the 
impression that that was not so, but the 
Premier informed me that the Government 
nrado an agrec1nent wjth th£\ Cornmon\Yealth 
Government whereby no wheat will be per
Jmtted to be exported from Queensland with
out the sanction of the Queensland Govern
ment. I only want to saY, in reply to the 
hon. member for Carn{trvon, in regard to the 
payment of the wag-os of the men working 
in the industry, that it will be just as com
petent to provide for them in this Bill as it 
is to provide for the men I represent, who 
will have the privilege of paying for this 
wheat. vVe have no other interest locallv in 
the securing of the increased price of wheat, 
except that we want to see the farmer get a 
fair dea.l. (Hear, hear!) At the same time, 
as the representative of men who will be 
coming down here from time to time to work, 
I hold exactly the same right to see that they 
receive a fair return for their labour as 
any farmers' representative does to see that 
the men he represents got a fair thing for 
the amount of stuff they produce. I say 
that no man has a right to rlcit on his hind 
legs in indignation because a n1ember on 
thif' side of the House desires to have th<> 
interects of the men who work on the farms 
properly safeguarded. If agitation and 
agitators are responsible mere!;;· for seeing 
that the men who work on these places are 
getting a fair return for their labour, well, 
nobody can say anything hard about that. 
I onlv want to sav that this partv stand·' 
jnst as much for tl1e rights of the men who 
work for the farmer as we stand for the 
rights of thn farmer himself. (Hear. hear!) 
\Vo are not going to place the rights of 
the men who work for the farmer second to 
the rig-hts of the farmer. I am not going to 
stand for anything in the direction of giving 
these men anything but a perfectly fair deal. 
and if that is agitation I am content to 
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accept the name of agitator m that con
nection. 

HoN. W. H. BAR:\fES : Before the 
Minister replies, I woutd like to make a 
fe',\ observations. Let me repeat what I 
have said previou6ly in this House-that I 
rocognjsD. so far as I Lan see, that every~ 
one should do their best to make the BiH 
oue that will be acceptable, because it has 
to do with ono of the big·gcst industries in 
Queensland at the prt·ient time. (Hear, 
hear !) If there is ono thing more than 
another that Queensland wants, it is to get 
men on the land. It has been shown again 
and ag>tin through the deba·te that the 
tendency has been for people to get away 
from the land. and the result has been that 
the production from the land has not been 
as great as formerlv. If there is one thing 
more tlwn another that this Parliament 
should guard against, it is that there should 
be nothing done to discourage still more 
men from going on the land. T~at is why 
it is necessarY for us to make th1s B1ll the 
\'en best Bill it is possible to make it. If 
we 'can make the Bill such that the growers 
\"\'ill recz~j\'C: more money for their products,. 
then it wi! l be all the better for the indi
Yidual, and all the better for Queensland. 
I think it was the Premier who referred to 
c1nuses 11 and 12 as having been taken from 
the Victorian Act, but I remarked, by inter
jection, that the CO''' ,g in Queensland and 
\~ietoria. were not qu1te analogow-::. It must 
b' said, with a great deal of rep-et. that, so 
far as Queensland is concerned, fe!' years 
past there has not been an2· oycr-procluctwn 
of wheat. The production ha,, not equalled 
our requirements, and, that being so, there 
has bet:'n no need for such a clau~e as wa'3 
referred to rF the Premier. It is nu1· busi
ness to-nio·bt ·to pass the serond reading of 
the Bill, ':tnd when wo g'ct into Com;nit.tee 
we will point out where the clause 1s not 
quite right, so far as the matter I am 
rcferrinO' to is concerned. Hon. members 
know m-;, WAll enough to a'3sumc that I a.m 
nut ~oing to a.gree to anything that vvill go 
in the direction of repudiation. (Hear, 
!war! and laughter.) 

The PRE1IIER: You vourself >Ycre respon
sible, for the introduct'ion of the Rights in 
vVater Act, and that was repudiation. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: When we get into 
Committee we shall be able to dnal with 
the clause which I refer to. I quite agree 
with the Premier that this is an urgent 
matter. Anyone who has been over ~he 
Downs will see that it represents the maJO!" 
portion of the wheatgrowing districts, and 
it is a matter of urgency that the cr~ps shall 
be harvested as speedily as pos.sJ hie. I 
r~:.--cognise that a great dE,ll of n~ach1n~n·~,~ ha:s 
to be set in motion in connect10n \nth th1s 
measure. vVe have been talking to,night 
a bout "'l'ain sheds, the disposal of offal, etc., 
but I "speak under correction when I say 
that no provision has been made for some
one to take control. It will mean that there 
is a lot of work to be entered into Ycry 
quickly, because the wheat will be rolling 
in directly. Is it not a fact that the wheat 
is coming into Brisbane already? I .do. not 
want to crv " stinking fish," but 1t 16 a 
fact that so'ine of the wheat that is coming 
into Brisbane is not too good. The weather 
conditions have been responsible for son;e ?f 
the wheat being in the condition that 1t Is. 
Some of it is scenty. smutty, and mouldy. 

The PRE>IIER : That is the reason for 
urgency in regard to this measure. 
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Hox. W. H. BAR)JES : I do not wish to 
thwa"t thP desires of the Country party m 
getting th,js rnca.sure through the House. 

Thr SECRETARY FOR AGHICt::LTURE : Is your 
part:·· agreeable to put the Bill through to
uight? 

:\h. CoRSER (to the Premier): We are 
aiTreeahlo to the conditions you made with 
the loader of tlle Opposition. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 
:VIr. CORSER (to the Premier): We will 

stick to what we agreed with you. V'lc are 
a"TCLable to the conditions you made with 
the leader of the Opposition. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
The PREMIER: We will stick to any agree

ment we haYe made. 
]\fr. CoRSER : We stick to the agreement 

''"ith you. 
The SPEAKER: Order ! If the hon. 

member for Burnett does not obey my call 
to order, I shall have to deal with him. 

Ho)[. W. H. BARNES: If the melodious 
member for Burnett, who has just interjected, 
will allmc me, I will proceed. (Laughter.) 
The policic· of the ~ ationalist party and 
the Country party arc very much alike. As 
regaPds the policy of the National party, 

my feeling-s are that I c\.wd by 
[9 p.m.] what0vor the- C'ountry party desire 

in this particular matter. It is 
imperative that the machinery in connection 
with the wheat haryest should be got to work 
immediately. I hop.o if the whole of tbe 
wheat is to be handled by the wheat pool, 
that very great care will be taken to see 
that any damaged "heat is not >tared with 
good wheat, because there is nothing so 
sensitive as wheat. and if you get bad 
,,-heat and good wheat stacked together, you 
arC' goln~.: to brlng about destruction of the 
whole of the stack. It is absolutely impera
ti,-c that the public should know at this 
juncture exactly where they ar<>. It is essen
tial, now that the wheat pool has been 
decided upon and all the necessary machinery 
got together, that arrangements should be 
at once made for the accommodation of the 
wheat. I venture to say that the public of 
Queen--land are concerned about getting in 
the crop, and anyone who has vacant sheds 
ought to be willing to provide those sheds 
to assist the Government to find room for 
the wheat, but they should know exactly 
"-here thev arc going. Furtlwr, it should 
be very clearly outlined that, in connection 
with the wheat crop-which looks as if it 
were going to be almost sufficient for the 
country·s needs-that protection should be 
giY<'n to Queensland from the Sol!th. I 
know it has happened in the past that 
Queensland has been made the dumping 
ground very largely for Southern flour. If 
wheat is to be handled quickly and properly 
and turned into flour, then it will be well 
to have avenues of trade which will bfl 
open to all parts of Queensland. I think 
one speaker-it may have been the Minis
ter-mentioned that-and I think the Bill 
make" nrovision for it-second-class wheat 
should be dealt with promptly in the interest 
of all concerne-d. It is very much better to 
export it as wheat than to enter into any 
an'angE\ment by which isecond-class'1 flou-r 
shoul-d he made from it, because-it does 
not matter what the article is-when any· 
thing of this nature is sold, it brings a bad 

ta"tc wilh it as far as those who have 
bouo·ht it are concerned. Our object in 
com;'ection with this Bill-either at this stage 
or in Committee-will be to do our best to 
make it the vcrv best rneasure po ~sib1e, 
bclieying it is a l1ational n1ca·surc-~ 

Mr. HARTLEY: How do you make out it 
is a national measure 1 It is only a farmers' 
measure. 

HoN. \Y. H. BARNES: Surely the hon. 
member i~ not so narrow as to think we 
are not close! v allied one with the other 
when production is brought about as a 
result of the labours of the men in the· 
country and has to do with the very life of 
the people ! And I would remind you that 
t\vclve rnonths ago, when it looked liko a 
shortage of wheat in Au.stralia, if we had 
not have had a bountiful rainfall and a 
good wheat crop the trouble would have 
been national to a Ycry great degree. And 
yet the hon. gentleman is insane enough t_o 
make an interjection like that! I say It 
is national, and it is a pity that some men's 
souls are so small that they cannot rise to 
a national occasion. 

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): To mY mind 
this measure is something in the nature of 
experimental legislation, but it contains some 
Yerv intcn'sting features, and I am glad to 
sec' that the party opposite have at last 
become converts to the principle of price
fixing, for that is what it means when they 
ask thi-, Government to foTm a pool to 
practically guarantee the farmers a minimum 
price for the results of their enterprise. 
·with regard to the gentleman who referred 
to the nm-rowne's of my soul, I would like 
to contrast-with the narrowness of a 
Government of which he was previously 
Treasurer, when the country was in need 
of a Government with a big soul both for 
the farmer and also for the consumer and 
the people of the nation in Australia in 
time of streo.s and war-the Government's 
action in bringing in this measure, doubt
ful as to what the results may be-because 
tliere arc some problems in it untried in 
this State so far and which certainly have 
not shown to the best advantage in some of 
the Southern States. The Government's 
action in this matter is a splendid contrast 
to the administration of the Denham-Barnes 
Government at the outbreak of war as 
regards this specific transaction. The !914 
wheat crop was above the general average. 
New South Wales fixed a price for their 
farmers at 5s. per bushel; the Victorian 
Government refused to safegua!'d the 
interests of their farmers and fixed no price. 
The Dcnham-Barne' Goyernment were asked 
to fix a price in Queensland, but that 
Government-being middlemen and not 
farmer•,-could not then see the value of 
such a mea<ure, and did not fix a price, 
with the result that whPat grown in Queens
land at that time was boQght at from 3s. 6d. 
to 4s. 6d. per bushel. exported from Queens
land-as shown in ·the Royal Commission 
who inquii·e·d into the ti·ansactions-and sold 
in Victoria at anvthing from Ss. to 9s. 6d. 
per bushel. Subsequently this S'tate went 
short of wheat for the bread supply, and 
when this Government came into power they 
could not buv enough wheat ·in Australia, 
and had to send to the Argentine for the 
wheat that our friend, the hon. member for 
Dravton, was gibing at a little while ago, 
which he said. was so much inferior to 
Austr~lian wheat. We recognise that it 
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was. I >~ant this House to contrast the 
narrowness of the soul of the hon. member 
for Dulimba on that occasion, with his 
action to-night, when he claims that is is a 
national measure simply because he is on the 
Opp0sition benches. 

Mr. DEBBIXGTON: The follm~:ing year your 
Governuwnt fixed it practically at 3s. 6d. per 
bushel. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. IIARTLEY: This Government never 

fixed the price of wheat in 1916. Thev fixed 
the price of flour, in order to prevent the 
llliddlem-c·n speccllators I haYo just referred 
to. and others of their ilk, from exploiting 
the workers and the people of Queensland in 
tho direction of selling flour. By our fixation 
o£ pricco, it worked out that the farmers 
that year got an a verago price of 5s. lld. 
per bushel for their wheat. 

:\fr. IlEBB!XGTOK: \Vith flour at £9 per 
ton·; You are drcn1ning. 

Mr. HARTLEY: The Royal Commission 
-hov, cd that the price for wheat in that year 
worked out at 5s. lld. per bushel. Now. 
there is an int·ercsting thing, as far as I an1 
coneorned. in this. There are bvo old 
shibbolPths of the Ton-Consen·at:ivo-Liberal
~ atlonnl. t'tc., part;' v, hich hnse been 
t•xplodcd: at last they ha Ye sal!c-
tioncd what p:1rty ahvays h :Ye con-
tended for-t1rst, the fixation of priceq; and, 
secondly, the fixation of wages in order to 
ensum a return for s·en-ices rendered. If it 
is a fair thi11g for the far1ner to get a fair 
price for his wheat-and this party always 
lw vc contended that ho should get the full 
results of his industry-(Opposition dissent)
anc! it is bPcause we subscribe to th:d prin
ciple that I, at any rate, am prepared to 
take the risk of this measure, because, I say, 
it will boomerang if mishandled--

Mr. COSTELLO: On whom? 

Ivlr. HARTLEY: On the GoYernment. A 
board will be formed; but if there is any 
buiJg]ing, any mishandling, any corruption, 
such as has occurred in the Southern States 
this Government will suffer the odium. I 
trust the Minister for Agriculture will see 
that the soundest and keenest men are put 
on tho board as Government rcpresentatiYes, 
and the board Le debarred from appointing 
any \YhC'at speculator or con1n1i.:;sion agents 
as ag·ents. 

Mr. CosTELLO: Thev are farmers on the 
board, ' 

Mr. HARTLEY: That is all right; but 
the board has power to appoint agents to 
buy and receive delivery of the wheat. 

Mr. DEBBINGTOK: No, we will not ha Ye 
them ; ther·o is no power ; there cannot be ; 
absolutely no power. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. HARTLEY: How are you going to 
get the wheat? 

Mr. BEBBIXGTON: It goes straight into the 
pool. 

Mr. HARTLEY: 'I'here is a fixed price 
under this Bill for the wheat. But the board 
has the power to appoint agents, and those 
agents haYe the power to appoint subagents 
for the deliYery of the wheat. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Not to sell; ther·e is no 
selling commission. 

The PREMIER: They ha Ye no power to buy. 
Mr, HARTLEY: They have no power to 

buy, because the price is fixed; but they 

[Mr. Hartley. 

have the right to arrange for deliYery, and 
subag·ents >Yill haYe the right. 

JVlr, CoSTELLO: They will bo el1jployN·s of 
the board. 

::Ylr. HARTLEY: They will; but you 
have to soe that you ha.-e employe·cs who 
will make their paramount aim the benefit 
of the farmer and the farmer alone, and that 
h;~ is not handling secr·E't con;n1issions in an_~~ 
tvay for speculating purposes. 

JYlr. CocTELLO: \Ye have not come to that 
in this country; it would be taking money 
falsely-briben'. 

Mr. HARTL11Y: I am not accusing any
body of bribery. But it is an easy thing to 
arrange a con1n1ission. One of the big 
troubles in the South in connection with the 
'Wheat Board has been the improper com
mi-ssious, a.nd one of the ayonues \vhich \vill 
haYc to be n1ost safcr;uardcd is thP apvoint
mont of agents to accqJt delivery of wheat. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTOK: The Minister already has 
promised that. " 

Mr. HARTLEY: The main point I >vant 
to remind hon. member, opposite of is that, 
having subscribed to the principle of fhation 
of price for wheat-that it is a good thing 
to form a pool to get thn best results they 
can for their industry-the next thing they 
v aut to mbscribo to is that it is a right and 
proper thing to arraugc for the \VOrking out 
of a rural workers' log. 

~Ir. STOPFORD: I-Iear, hear~ 

Mr. IIARTLEY: It has always been 
opposed by the farmers up to the present 
time. Surely, now that they have asked the 
Government to step in and equip them with 
a board to fix the 1H'ice of wheat. they will 
withdraw any opposition to bringing before 
tho court a rural >mrkers' log to fix the 
r"ults to the labourer for his industry in all 
the industries, whether it is growing wheat, 
corn, or anv other commodity on the land. 

Mr. BEllBINGTON: And then fix all the 
prices in order to be able to pay those 
\vagcs. 

Mr. IlARTLEY: I >Yant to tell the hon, 
member for CarnarYon I speak from practi
cal knowledge as a >Yorker, a union agitator, 
and honorary union secretary. I have had 
the best education. (Interruption.) 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. HARTLEY: It is good in this wav. 
that any man with experience in any line 
of useful labour must demonstrate that value 
when he comes into contact with his mates 
in a union. It has been mv misfortune to 
have had to work at several industries, not 
because I was incompetent in any one, but 
for Yarious reasons, one of which was that 
a man who was a union agitator in those 
days got rather a rough spin; and I am 
glad to say the last company I worked for
ono of the biggest compani;:,s in Queensland 
-gave me such a rough spin that eventually 
the workers sent me into Parliament, and I 
am standing here in their interests to-night. 

Mr. CosTELLO: Is this a bett·er job? 
Mr. HARTLEY: In some ways it is, and 

in some waYs it is not. I think the wear 
and tear on rne in the last five years has been 
greater than in any five years during which 
I worked in an engineering foundry. I have 
worked the clock from 5 o'clock in the morn
ing until 12 o'clock on the following day on 
n1ore than one occasion. 

Mr. SrzER: You worked twenty-seYen hours 
continuously this week. 
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'-Ir. HARTT,EY: And it took more out of 
nw than any forty-eight hours shift I have 
worked. (I-!e11r, hear! and laughter.) 

Mr. STOPFORD: You can laugh. but you 
do not know what bores you are; "\VC had tu 
listen to you. 

Mr. IL\.RTLEY: That has been mv 
PxperiPnco on that point. The other poir;t 
I want to emphasise is that. in subscribing 
to this Dill to-night and hailing it as a good 
1nea~ure, it is an a~sertiou that the old tin:e
honour<"d bdicf that all industries were to 
be contro1lc·d and op<:.>rated on the la'\Y of 
supply and deuw.nd goes by the board. Thco 
acceptancl' of this Bill ~lwttcrs every tf'IlPt 
of that old creed that the opE'rations and 
transactions of jndu~·-ry are governed hy the 
]a.w of suppl:~ anJ dew and; for thi~ reason, 
that this sca~on is th,, record in Qucen,Janrl 
for the production of wheat-something 
lwnve··n 3.500.0Cu and 4,000,000 bushels are 
E·~tin1ntcd to br produced-the greatcf:lt har-
vest thnt O';cr ha, bcl•n produced; you 
arr- asking us to hold the pric0 wheat 
at 9s. a bmhel. If the la''" of eupplv and 
de1nand \Yrre op0rating, nnd the supf)ly is 
so great, \Yhy not let it operate now and let 
us s<'c '.,hat \\"onld be the dfcct on the price 
of wheat'? 

~Jr. I'· .\JmEK: \"\~e could cxvort it. 

:'vrr. HA .. RTLEY: You cannot export 1t. 
The hon. member knmrs the shipving factor 
would he a big preventive factor regarding 
export. Also, the production of wlwat in 
other eoU11trie~ \Youlrl operate to pn~Yent 
your whPa.t, with its 12,000 or 13,000 miles of 
sea carriag~; being ab!e to con1pete on the 
other market'· \Ye know Yen· \Yell that 
never yet ha' Australia been abl~ to eompdn 
with Argc11tine and Amerjcan \Yheat in the 
European rnarkeh, a11d cannot do so no\Y. 
That must be admitted; but I am please._! 
f01· one reason that this Bill has been intro
duc-efl. That reason js that hon. n1en1bers 
oppositt~, by supporting such a, nicasure, have 
at last subscribed to the doctrine that the 
law of supply and demand is only a sham 
and a. "hibbolcth created bv capitalists for 
the purpose of fk· cing the \vorkcrs. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Whdsor): It comes to me 
rather ns a surprise to hear the hon. n1omber 
for Fitzroy say that Austra.lian wheat has 
never been. able to compete with wheat grown 
in the Argentine and other wheatgrowing 
conntriLs of the world, because the fact is 
that during the ia.st twenty or twcnty-fi·:e 
years Australia has sent millions of bushels 
of wheat to Great Britain. 

J\1r. HARTLEY: That is nonsense. 

Mr. TA YLOR: It is not nonsemc. 

Mr. HARTLEY: You back up your state
ment by quoting from a statisticrd return. 

~Ir. TAYLOR: I can secure statistical 
returns to show that millions of bushel, of 
wheat han• gone from Australia to Great 
Dritain during the period I have mentioned. 

Mr. HAHTLEY: At what price? At 2s. 9d. 
a bushel. 

, Mr. TAYLOR: _\Vhatcvcr the price mll.y 
n<;ve been, Austrahan wheat had to compote 
wrth the wheat from the countries mentioned 
by the hon. member. However, I should like 
to emphasise the remark of the hon. member 
for D~limba as to expedition being necessary 
m bnngmg th1s \\"heat pool into operation. 
There is a fairly large quantity of this 

t:cason's wheat co1ning into the n1arket at 
the present tim<'. I haYc tried to get some 
definite inforrnHtion as to the quantity, but 
hav-e not been able to do so. but I fee•] sure 
that the :i\Iinistcr can g·ct a bsolutdy correct 
fig-lues sho\~'ing the qua.i1titics of wheat 

1
Wh.ich 

haYc con1c 1nto the Rom::t Street yards ourrng 
the last three \\·ecks. Poseibly, there have 
been 6,000 or 7,000 bags brought there during 
that period. I should like to point out that 
there is a diffif'ultv in connection with v.-hcnt 
that is corning in V nt the pn ,:;cnt tirnc, as it 
jg unc--~rt:1la whctber this rncasurc will apply 
to such \vheat. 

The Pnn!IEH : It is gen< rally krrmv-n tha.t 
we intend this Bill to apply to all the wheat 
vvhich is harvested this t'cason. 

:\Ir. TAYLOR: That dcws not appear to 
b- quilc clear fmm the Bil!. _-\ccording to 
nlY re_uling of one clnuH~. iu the case of a 
co.ntracr th:tt n1av have been cntprcd into 
pri01· to tl·c boa.;·d being established. only 
that portion of the contract which may have 
becu incomplcted at the time of the estnb
lishmcnt of tlw board will be null and v-oid. 
Tlw pcrtion of the contract that has been 
completed will hold good. 

The PuE~IlER: One clause of the Dill make"; 
it rctrospcctiYe. If it does not, we will rrwkc 
the Bill retrospectiYe. 

:\lr. TA YLOR: The wheat which has been 
coming along has bc•cn selling at about Ss. 4d. 
a h1bhel, or from that up to Ss. 6d. and 
Ss. 9cl. a bc!Shel. Those are the prices which 
have bf'en rl'a!i~l1 d during thP last three or 
four \YC'Ck~. In any ca-~.e, it f:ecrns to. n1n 
dcsirabl<' that the pool should come mto 
ovcration a~ soon a.s poss_lblt~ in order that 
any uncerta1ntv vvhtch exists on the 1nattee 
nl~V bn rcmovCcl. Th_e Prcrnler has told us 
that an arra,ngc1nent has bc€n co1ne to by 
the Qu<'cnsland G m·ernrncnt with the Federal 
\Yhoat pool that no wheat is to be exported 
from Queensland until the n•quirements of 
this State haYP been provided for. But I 
would point out that if S('Cond-class wheat 
or chick ,,-heat is not brought mto the pool 
considerab1e inconvenience and anno:, anc@ 
Jllav DCeur. One clause of the Bill vro-.:idcs 
that onlv "TO\Yers of wheat can diq1ose of 
inferior \vhcat. That clause will a..bsolut-•ly 
prohlbit groeors and oth<-'rs fr01n selling chick 
wheat. 

The .PHE:\1IER: Do you say the board should 
have control of that wheat us well as m!lllllg 
wheat'? 

1\!Ir. TA YLOR: If this pool is g0ing to be 
effective, it should control thD selling of 
second-class wheat as well as first-class wheat. 

The PRE:\IIER: You cannot force on ~he 
board wheat which they cannot market any
where. 

Mr. TA YLOR: I do not suppose that any 
of the wheat will not be marketable a.t all. 
I certainly hope that the Bill will be put 
into operation as soon as p(;ssihle, as I 
believe it will work out to the b·o·;t interests 
of the whole of the people of Queensland. 
With regard to the fixing of prices, I would 
remind hon. members that ;;pecia 1 reasons 
have existed in Australia Juring the last 
few years which ha Ye induced the Govern-· 
ment ·to guarantee a certain price for wheat 
to the farmers. The cultivation of wheat 
in Australia was decreasing to ouch an extent 
that the Federal Government and other 
GoYernments recognised that they must take 

Mr. Taylor.] 
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some action if thev were to kc''P the farmers 
on the lam\ grow;ng wheat. They felt that 
thr.y HJust guarantee. a fan pncc fo1· thon· 
wheat, .ancl the pneo guarante.ed at t~e 
present tirne js 8s. or 9s. per bushel, and tn 
YiC"\Y c,f cxpcric:.ces or the wheab~?O\\Cr 
durinr· past five years, I do not think 
thnt LS ,,'l unf<~ir pl'it:e to pay for hts 
pro-dueL If ever compensation W'lS to be 
paid to the farmers in connecthn 'Nith their 
losses through bad seasons. that ccmpensa
tion should be paid at the present time. 

::\1r. SIZER (Xundah): With regard to the 
remark of the hon. member for Fitzroy that 
Australia hos never been able to export 
wheat and compete with othH whe,.,t-growing 
countries of the world, I should just like to 
mention that statistics show that in 1801 the 
value of wheat exported from Australia 
amounted to £2,755,000; in 1918-19, it 
amounted to £11,335,000; and in 1919-20, 
it amounted to £2,569,000. I think it would 
he just a~ v, :'H to record it in ·· Han:-;ard," to 
show that it is clearly a misapprehension 
tha.t we cannot compete "·ith o~her coun
tries in regard to wheat. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(in reply): After inviting constructive criti
cism on tho Bill, and useful suggestions, while 
some Yery useful suggestions have been 
made, and one or two amendments "av£ been 
forecast \Yhich I think are worthy of con
sideration, I want to say that a lot of the 
criticism has been Yen disappointing, 
because it has not been 'Of a crmstructive 
na.ture. 

Hon, W, I'L BARKES: I do not tr.ink it is 
fair to say that. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The whole purpose of this !Y.P'lsnre is to 
appoint a board, the majority of the mem
bers of \Ybich will be farmers' ''Oprcsenta
tivrs. T,hose representatiYe~ have been 
elected in the most democmtic wav bv the 
growcre in the wheat-growing disll:icts; and 
the'. are satisfied t.hat these men will make 
a. si.,ccess of the scheme. Yet, notwithstand
ing that, suggestions haYe been made that 
their hands shall be tied. First of a11, they 
arP going to be forced, according to one hon. 
member. to take all wheat, I "qv that the 
board. nnder tho Bill. will h •vo· powH t0 
take alL Thev are compelled to take all 
miJling \Yh0at of a fair aver .gr~ qu:1lity, but 
they ha\ c power. in their iud;;~;rr.ent, to take 
all the wheat I think it is unwise. if thee~ 
men arc· the men we are told they .tre, to 
tie their hands to such an extent as to 
compol them to take all heat, irrespective 
of its value. 

M:r_ BEBBIC{GTON: I did not I t'-link if 
thev take anv wheat they should take the 
lot.' • 

The SECRETARY FOR' AGRJC'GLTURE: 
I disagree with you. The most surp,·ising 
criticism is the suggestion of repudiation. 
I ha Ye heard the same thing time and again 
in this Chamhor. I remember orw instance. 
when it was suggested that the power should 
bo tnkPn avYay from the sugar~rniller to fix 
t.he price of cane to their growers, which was 
done for all tirne bv the Labour Govern
ment of this State. , We had the spectacle 
of a barrister coming to the bar of the House 
and oa:<ing it would ruin the widows and 
orphans JJec"use it was proposed by the 
Government of the day for the first time in 
tbe history of the St.it~, to give the grovver 

~J[ r. Taylor. 

,vhat· he considered jtht. \YD propose. to gjve 
the boan1 pO\Yer to annul co!ltr.act~ \Yhic? n1a.y 
have beBn made under du~tre"sln,e: cucum
stances by the farmers. \Ve hear this cry of 
repudiation. ·when it i~ prOJl0eed to place 
the grain sheds at the d1sposal cf lhe board, 
and no one can contend that the scheme can 
be a success without it-we ag-ain hear the 
cry of repudiation, a.nd the,-.. t';'lk .about 
compensation. That kind of cl'l!lclsm 1s. ;wt 
helpful to the Government. It 1e surpnsmg 
to hortr the alleged farmers' friends talking 
about repudiation "·hen these clauses are put 
in for the sole purpose of protecting the 
farmer. 

Mr. BEBBINGTOl> : Suppose you have a party 
o£ farmers who have uaid the rent for a 
U'rain shed for four Vf:'<.:trs during the drought, 
~.nd those farmers· want the shed to store 
their barley? The board will take that and 
loa ve them. at the mercy of the elements, 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUUl'URE: 
I am sa tisfiod that the scheme cannot be 
made a success unless grain sheds are placed 
at the dispo5al of the board, and I a;:n 
satisfied that the farmers on the board Will 
exercise common sense. Surely, we can 
trust those farmers? It is not intended to 
take away those grain sheds wifhout making 
some reasonable compensation, I would like 
to quote from the notes I had taken at the 
deputation which waited upon myself .and 
the Premier on 2bt October-

" :Mr. Vowles asked. in the event of 
the financial institutions agreeing to 
fin<tnce the pool, what would be done 
.about storage? The Railwey Commls
sioner had storage, and there were 
private mills and grain sheds, 

" Mr, Theodore took it that depots 
would be provided. They could h.ave 
receiving; depots at the most convement 
places-vVarwick, Clifton, etc.-and the 
pool could have agents there, and 
armngements would be made between 
the Railway Department and the pool. 
Ho supposed they onl7 wanted the wheat 
stacked and covered. They would 
hardlv want sheds built for this, 

"JYir, Barnes pointed out that it was 
no use covering the wheat with tar
paulins: galvanised iron wou•d be 
required. 

"J\.h. Bebbino;ton mentioned that the 
mills had a fair amount of storage." 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: And Barnes and Co. had 
placed their storage at the disposal of the 
pooL 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTUR~: 
The deputation recognised that the questwn 
of stora"'e ·was an important one, and that 
was whv~ it was wa.ntcd in this case. I know 
of no ;reat scheme of reform which can be 
brought about without some ~acrifice, Sure.Jy, 
the members of the farmers party, who are 
suppoeBd to be ~he frien~s of t.he farmer, 
are prepared to 1mpose this sacnfice on the 
people who lease the she~s, in o;der to make 
the scheme succeed, ObJectwn 1~ also ~a~en 
to the provisi.on-reasonable in m:J: opm.wr:, 
and not arb1trary---tha.t If I t.hmk '" !S 

e. reasonable thing to instruct the board to 
collect some of the £47,000 outstanding and 
due to the Government for a number of 
vears, the boar'd should be instructed to do 
so. The hon. member for Drayton wanted 
to know where the storekeeper and landlord 
came in? Both the storekeeper and tan~
lord a.re out for gain. The storekeeper Is 



Queen,sland Government [19 NovEJVIBER.] Loans Subscriptions Dill. 167 

0ut for his profits, and should take a reason
able a:·tount of riok, The laHdlord slwuld 
he prevared to take some ri~~k, too, and 
suffer loss. The position of the Government 
is somewhat different. They are trustees of 
the public money. The hon. member for 
Aubign:· admitted that there are some people 

ho got seed 'Yheat fron1 the Government in 
by, who are quite able to pay for 

\Yho aro not doing so. Those are the 
men have provided for in this Bill, not 
the unfortunate farmer, against whotn 1 
would not exercise the power. 

An 0PPOSITIOJ-; ME;,IBER: They should be 
made to pay. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I agree with that interjection. I think that 
hon. members will agree that those who are 
able to pay should bo made to pay. It was 
'Suggested by the hon. member for Drayton 
that no commission should be paid for sell
ing or buying. _At; the hon. metnbcr kno\V" 1 

l have no rime for the middleman or the 
speculator; my sympathi<c• are with the pro
ducer. On consideration. I think that amend
ment might be accepted in Committee. Then 
th"re is an amendment circulated by the hon. 
member for Burnett. Those are the only two 
amendments I have had placed in my hands. 
I have no serious objection to th.at-that the 
scope of the Bill should be broadened so as 
to include maize and other products. Had 
I inserted that in the Bill myself, we should 
have been accused of putting a dragnet 
clause in. and the members of the Opposi
tion would have sought to take it out. I 
am sorry tha.t the Opposition are not pre
pared to allow this Bill to go through 
to-night, bece.use it is an urgent measure. 

Mr. SIZER: It could not go through the 
Cpper House till \Vednesday. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Wo could arrange for them to meet and it 
could go through on Monday. (Laughter.) 
This is a Yery sin1ple measure; it does not 
rcfjuirc fl lot of thinking over-me1nbors have 
evidently thought out their amendments
e-nd there ;, no reason why it should not go 
through to-night so that we could get it on 
the statute-book early in the week. If the 
Oppo,ition are not prepared to agree, the 
responsibility is theirs. 

Quc.,tion-That the Bill be now read a 
second time-put and passed. 

The consideration of the Bill in Committee 
was made an Order of the Dav for the next 
,itting da'· of the House. ' 

QPEEJ'\SLAND GOVERNME:NT LOA:\S 
SL'BSCRIPTIO~S BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

The TRE~"SURER : I beg to move the 
eccond reading of this Bill. I had occasion 
ye ctcrdav and on the previous sitting day 
to explain the main features of the measure. 
It does not deal with the 'amount of any loan 
that may be asked for-the authority for 
which is contained entirely in previous mea
sures. It merely provides that in the event 
of flota lions b.'' the Government, if the loan 
is not subscribed fully in Queensland, com
pulsion may be resorted to b:- the Govcrn
Inent. 

Mr. MORGAN : Why do you not mention 
the amount? 

The TREASURER: While the House was 
sitting all through the night and day, I 
unfortuna toly had business ,aJI the time before 
the Chaw.bor, and had no opportunity even 
for half an hour's sleep, but the hon. mem
ber must have been asle~p for a groat part 
of tlF~ ti1ne. Lcl a use I m-entioned half a. 
dozl'n time'' that the loan would be £2,000,000. 

Mr. v,~ARREJ-; : You do not say it in the 
Bill. 

The TIU~ASURER: Of course, not, for 
this reason-·suppose--

Mr. McmGA)f: That is the quc>tion I asked. 
\Yhy do you not mention it in the Bill? 

The TREASURER : There is nothing to 
conceal. I will give you an assurance that 
only £2,000,000 will be asked for. If more is 
subscribed "o will accept it, and I think 
more will be subscribed. 

Mr. MORGAK : That is in respect to this 
loan. vVhcn will you float another loan? 

The TREASURER: This Bill is not 
required to bring forward a loan at all. 
Prost>nt legislation-! do not want to bo hard 
on the hon. member-enables us to put any 
loan on the market at any time wo like of 
any amount we like--

Mr. lV10RG-iN : But not a compulsory 
loan--

The TREASURER: A child could recog
nise that fact. This is merely the compulsory 
part of it. vYo have full authority to float 
a loan ~at any tim.e, and in any place, for 
pretty well any amount. \Ve are now asking 
Parliament for authority to collect, under 
compulsion subscriptions from those who 
can afford' to pay them, if they will not 
:oubscribe voluntarily. This is merely the 
machinery for that purpose. That is the 
only principle in the Bill. \Ye propose an 
exemption of £1,000-any person whose 
income is £1,000 or under need not contri
bute. That is generous. The Common
wealth have the same legislation "nd the 
same machinen. but they have an exemption 
of onlv £250. 'In :'few ':;l,oaland there is no 
oxomp.tion at all. Our legislation is drdted 
on the legislation of both. I do not think 
we have one original clause, except that we 
have an appeal board which ,.-ill hear and 
cletern1ine appeals against assef.,sments. It 
mav exempt or confirm-it has full powers. 
1f ~t finds that a business man required all 
his surplus capital for reinvestment in his 
businE"SS it can make ·an arrangen1ent to 
eJ!ow him to retain the ea pi tal. 

Hon. W. H. BARKES: I think you will find 
very few who will not claim that. 

The TREASL'RER: If so. very few will 
gP! exemption. Let me put this fact to you. 
There is not a local authority-there are a 
few m a vors and a fe" councillors here
there is scarcch- a local authoritv in Queens
land that is n'ot sitting on the Treasurer's 
mat beseeching loans. There is not a n1e1n
hcr opposite-except the new members, who 
have rot had time to find out where the 
Troa21u~.r is-(laughtor)-but wants a loan 
for some authoritv in his electorate. -:'\o-I 
'an1 1vrong, becaUse one new me1nber has 
been down there alreorly. 

Hon. \Y. H. BARC>F~: Ancl the Treasurer 
is so short of money that they cannot get 
any money. 

The TREASURER: \Ve must recognis'' 
that the conditions for loans are not favour-

Don. J. A. F·ihelly.] 
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able, and if there is a shortage in the 
Government's coffers, it must be reflected in 
the coffers of the local authorities. They 
cannot get money that is not there. \Ve have 
in the Treasury requests for about £4,000,000 
or more on loans for local authorities. Hall 
an hour ago two members opposite accosted 
me, and wanted-merely £5,000. Another 
hon. member merely wanted £1,000. Two 
other members want £15,000. 

Mr. FRY: I have not been to you yet, 
Lut when I do I shall want £10,000. 

The TREASURER : These things must be 
col!sidered. For the purposes of this i'(ues
tion we simply spend at the rate of £300,000 
a month. The Me~ropolitan \Vater Supply 
rtnd Sewerage Board is getting £40,000 a 
month. Th·• \Vater and Sewerage Board get 
£40.000 and other municipalities and public 
bodi(':-> get Yf'r.Y substantial arnounts. VVe 
have to reconsider the whole of tho loan 
position and probably at tho Cabinet meet
ing on Sunday we will be able to arrange 
matters, and it may bo found that tentative 
promises which haYe been given will have to 
be reviewed under the stress of circum
stances. Does any hon. 1ncmbcr here say 
that we are wrong in asking for a local 
loan of £2.000,000? Does any hon. member 
say we cannot get £2,000,000 and that we 
are not jnstifled in using compulsion to 
collect £2.000,000' 

Hon. \Y. H. BARXES: We say you should 
not. 

The TREASURER: I say we are justified. 
The people who make fortunes out of this 
State should pay something towards the 
dnvelopment of the State. Queensland taxa
tion and Commonwealth taxation combined 
is not nearly as high as "'ew Zealand taxa
tion. 

J\Ir. MoRGAX: It is greater than the taxa
tion in any other State in the Commonwealth. 

The TRE;\SrEER: \Y0 have a ycrv small 
population, and we have the biggest ,'nileago 
in connection with tho raih,-ay~. 

Mr. :i!loRGAN: \Ve had that in 1914, and 
our taxation wa' the lowc,,t of any State of 
t1H~ Con1nl01l\vealth. · 

The TRE \SrRER: That is the pmition 
with rq:;ard to loam. The Government will 
have to curtail expenditure. Om· loan expen
diture will have to be curtailed from 
£300,000 per month to probably somdhing 
in the nnighbourhood of £1E.O,ono per month. 

Hon. \V. H. BARNES: You told the electors 
that cnrything was all right. 

The TREASrRER: It is all right. There 
i~ no fountain of ~.vt:-,aHh; there are- no 
gushing stroa.ms of wealth; we cannot bore 
dcnvn and bring up some monlten gold. We 
f'an only spend what we can get. \Ye are 
asking for £2.000,000. Wo have allocated 
£2,000,0CO and the \Vater and Sewerage 
Board will have to follow the example of the 
Governm0nt nnd reduce expenditure. \Vo 
have a limited supnly of loan money, and 
local authorities and thoso engaged in public 
undertakings can only g0t according to what 
\Vf' get. 

Hon. W. I-I. BARXES: I thought the local 
t~uthoritics co11ld go to the Comn1onwealth 
Bank? 

The TREASL:RER: We are endeavouring 
to arrange that. The Commonwealth B:wk 

[Hon. J . .A. Fihelly. 

are also lending some to the :Ylayor of Bris
bane, and some to tho i\fayor of To\'vllsville, 
and some to other municipalities. That is 
the position ,-ith 1 egarcl to the loan situation. 
\Yith regard to the penaltie,, '"e are rnuch 
less severe tha.n the Con1Inonvi:-ca1th or ~C\\' 
Zealand. Any penalties for breach'. s of the 
Act ·will be devoted to fre~h iuvf'strne11ts 111 
the loan. It mu·,t be remembered in regard 
to Queensland on the n;a ... tter nf loans. 
diYidencls, and jnterest genera1ly, that most 
of our big pastoral properties and mo::t of 
our big ent0rpriscs are O\Yncd by ahsentees. 
V\e haYo not the same resources here tha.t 
thev hl1vc in :t\ew South \Vales and Victoria, 
but" they alw will ha•, to pay. I do not 
propo:;;c to keep the Hou~>"? any longer. 
TIH're is onlv ono point in the Bill, and that 
is the fact that if thP loan is not subscribed 
voluntarilv bv the people the Government 
can comp;:i those who haYe the wealth and 
those who arc earning diYidcnds to cont.nbute 
something to the rlon'lopment of our cotmtry. 

:VIr. TAYLOR: I beg to move the adjourn
ment of the debate. 

Question put aud passed. 

SPECIAL ADJ01:R::\'l\1E:t\T. 

The PRE:V1IER: I lw;; to moYc that the 
I-Iouse, at its rising, do adjourn until Tue.sday 
EC\ t. 

Question put and passed. 

"\DJOL:RNl\1E)JT. 
The PHE:\IIER: I beg to moye that this 

Home do now adjourn. The first business 
on Tuesdav '"ill be the Committee stage of 
the Wheat' Pool Bill, to be follmPd by tl1e 
~,;a,-ings Bank Bill; and we hope to make 
good progress. 

Question put and passed. 

PERSO:\"AL EXPLAXATICJN. 

:Ylr. SIZER: I desire the permission of 
the House to make a personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the 
House that he hon. member be allowed to 
ma.kl~ a personal exp1anation? 

HoKOTJllABLE l\iE~IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. SIZER: I notice in "Hansard," page 
72, that during the course of the debate on 
the Savings Bank Bill I made use of these 
words-

" \Ve have only the hon. gentlemancs 
word for that. I remember on one 
occasion he said there would be no 
increase,. of fare~, and freights, hut there 
was an 1ncnmsc. 

~\nd the Treasurer interjected-
" And you a.r.ted in a most despicable 

way in going to the Treasury and getting 
in forn1a ti on." 

I did not understand at the time that the 
hon. gentleman used those words. If he did 
make me of those words I want to deny 
that I ever went to the Treasury to get 
infonnati<Jn; and. what is more, the hon. 
gcntlema.n should know that we do not go to 
the Treasury to get information in connection 
with tho Raihnty Department. 

The TREASC:RER: I said one of your party. 
The House adjourned at four minutes to 

10 o'clock p.m. 




