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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

THrrsDAY, 19 Avcust, 1920.

The Speaxrr (Hon. W. Bertram, Marce)
took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock.

PAPERS.
The following papers, laid on the table,
were ordered to be printed:—
Regulations, dated Ist June, 1920, under
the Income Tax Acts, 1902 to 1920.

Regulations, dated 22nd April, 1920, under
the Navigation Acts, 1876 to 1911.

Regulations, dated 22nd July, 1920, under
the TPure Sceds Act of 1913 as
amended by the Pure Seeds Act
Amendment Act of 1914,

QUESTIONS.
INEERMAN IRRIGATION SCHEME.
Mr. COLLINS (Bowen) asked the Trea-

surer—
1. What is the total cost of the
Inkerman irrigation scheme to date?
2. What is the estimated total cost
of the scheme?
*“3. What is the approximate date on
which the scheme will be completed ?”’

The ACTING PREMIER (Hon. J. A.
F'ihelly, Paddington) replied—
“1, £129,128 1s. 2d.
2. £275,000.
3, September, 1921, provided that
materials and machinery can be obtained
as required.”

RovaLTies oN TIMBER.

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani) asked the Secre-
tary for Public Lands—

“ What was the royalty charged on
sawmilling timber fallen upon Crown
lands im the districts lying adjacent to
and lying between Brisbane, Gympie,
and Maryborough, on 30th June, 1915;
and upon the 30th June last?”’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. J. H. Coyne, Warrego) replied—
“(a) Royalties on milling logs on 30th
Jure, 1915: Gympie and Maryborough
districts, 52, 9d. per 100 superficial feet;
Brisbane District, 3s. 7d.; Nanango, 4s.
3d. (b)) Royalties on milling timber on
30th June, 1820: The old royalty system
vas abolished before this date, and the
Horest Service now delivers the logs
directly to the timber market, and offers
them for voluntary purchase by auction
or tender.”

Mear ror RETAIL BUTCHERS.

Mr, ROBERTS asked the Acting Premier—

“Will he seek the permission of the
Imperial Government to enable him to
make a similar offer to the retail butchers
of Queensland as was recently arranged
with New South Wales?”
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The ACTING PREMIER replied—

“No such offer as suggested by the
hon. member has been made to, or
arranged with, the retail butchers in
New South Wales.”

(GOVERNMENT DEBENTURES IN LONDOX.

Mr. TLPPI\STO’\IE (Oxley) asked the
Treasurer—
“ What sum has been subscribed to

date in connection with the Government
6 per cent, debenture issue in Queens-

land 77’
The ACTING PREMIER replied—
¢ £259,300.”

AyrEGED INSUTFICIENCY OF STATE SCHOOL
TEACHERS.

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa) asked the Secretary
for Public Instruction—

1. When will the Government make
an attempt to provide sufficient teachers
for State schools?

2. Does he consider that justice can
be done to the childven attending our
State schools, and proper instruction
imparted to them, by the present system
of grouping children into classes of from
forty to sixty in number?”’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon, J. Huxham, Buranda)
replied—

‘1. The supply of teachers for State
schools is ample at present.

2. Under the provisions of clause 64
of the Regulations under the State Educa-
tion Acts, 1875 to 1912. teaching stafls
are allotted to State schools on the fol-
lowing basiz:—

{:2) "o schools of classes 1, 2, 3, 4, and
5—mnot more than one teacher for each
forty pupils in average attendance;

(5) To schools of classes 6, 7, and 8—

not more than one teacher for each
thirty-five pupils in average aftend-
ance ;

(¢} To schools of class 9—mnot more
than two teachers;

{d) To schools of class 10-—one
teacher,
Under this Regulation the word  teacher’

includes -pupil-teacher, or pupil-teacher
on probation; and two-thirds of the whole
staff may be pupil-teachers. The returns
of attendance for the vear 1919 show that
the average number of pupils taught by
cach teacher was—In high schools, 10 in
State schools 22.6; in provisional sohools
13; and in ali schools, 22.”

CosT OF STAPYLTON STATE SCHOOL.
Mr., JAMES (Zogan) asked the Secretary
for Public Instruction—

1. What was the total cost of the
recently erected State school at Stapyl-
ton ?

‘2. What was the total cost of the
material used?

‘“3. What was the total cost of labour?

*“4, What period of time elapsed from
commencement to completion ?”

[ASSEMBLY.] Presentation by Prince of Wales.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION replied—

“1 to 4. The hon. member should
address his question to the Secretary for
Public Works, who controls the vote for
State school buildings.”

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT.
Mr. CORSER {Burnett),
asked the Acting Premier—
¢ Will the Auditor-General’s report be
iu the hands of members before the next
election cawmipaign?”’
The ACTING PREMIER replied—

““The hon. member has a fair idea as
to the time when the report is ordinarily
printed. The campaign is in the wonth
of the future.”

(Laughter,)

without mnobiee,

STATEMENT 0F Pusric BALANCES.

How. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba), without
notice, asked the Treasurer—
‘“When will the statement of the

public balances up to 30th June be made
available to the public?”
The ACTING PREMIER replied—
“T1 would ask the hon. member to give
notice.”
Hon. W. H. Barwxes: Application was
made to the Treasury, and it is not available
vet. It is very significant.

PRESENTATION OF LOVING CUP BY
PRINCE OF WALES.
The ACTING PREMIER: I ask per-

mission of the House to make a statement.

The SPEAKILER: Is it the pleasure of the
House that the Acting Premier be allowed
to make a statement?

Hoxouwr4sLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The ACTING PREMIER : Before leaving
Quommand His Royal Highness the Pringe
of W ales handed to me a loving cup which
members might now see upon the table here,
and asked me to present it to the House:
He told me he was leaving here with D]Oat

pleasant recollections,
Hoxounrasne MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
The ACTING PREMIER: As  his

residence while in Brisbare was at Parlia-
ment Fouse, he wished to thank members
for meking it available for him and his
staff. He was very pleased with the accom-
modation and with the visit which, he
emphasised, had crowned entirely his trip
to Australia. {(Hear, hear!) He has been
arbund the world, practically; through
Canada and parts of thes United States,
through the Panama Canal, and through
the Ien(rth and breadth of Australia; and,
he asked me to be particular to convey te
members his felicitations and to express fo
them the fact that he was so pleased with
his reception here and with the very warm
Queensland hospitality which he had received
on all occasions. do not know whether
it would be presumption on my part to
suggest that there might have been some-
thing significant about the gift of a loving
cup to this House. (Laughter.) I will not
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wefer to the disunion of the Opposition or
the pleasant rylatlons that exist between the
officers and ourselves. I formally present it
to the House, and I trust that you, Mr.
Speaker, will convey to the President in
?;nother place the sentiments I have expressed
ere.

HoxouraBLE MeMBERS : Hear, hear!

STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE.

On the motion of the ACTING PREMIER,
# was formally resolved—

“ That the Standing Orders Committee
for the present session consist of the
following members:—Mr. Speaker, the
Chairman of Committees, Hon. G.
Theodore, Hon. J. Larcombe, Mr.
Macartney, Mr. Swayne, Mr. Vowles,
Mr. Gilday, and Mr. T. Foley, with
leave to sit during any adjournment of
the House, and authority to confer upon
subjects of mutual concernment with any
committee appointed for similar pur-
poses by the Legislative Council.”

PRINTING COMMITTEE.
On the motion of theé ACTING PREMIER,

it was formally resolved—

“1. That, in compliance with Standing
QOrder No. 298, a Select Committee be
appointed to assist Mr. Speaker in all
matters which relate to the printing to
be executed by order of the House, and
for the purpose of selecting and arrang-
ing for printing returns and papers pre-
sented in pursuance of motions made by
members.

2. That such comunittee consist of the

following members:—Mr. Speaker, the
Chairman of Committeez, Hon., B. G.
Theodore, Mr. Barber, Mr. Dunstan,

Mr. Winstanley, DMr. Roberts, Mr
MecLachlan, and Mr. Grayson.”

LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO HON.
MEMBER.

On the motion of the ACTING PRFVIU]R
it was formally resolved—

* That leave of absence for the present
session be granted to Mr. E. T. Bell,
member for the el-ctoral district of
Fassifern.”

OF QUEENSLAND SUGAR
CROP.

On the motion of M.
it was formally resolved—
““That there be laid on the table of
the House a copy of the agreement
between the State Government and the
Government of the Commonwealth
relative to the purchase of the Queens-
land sugar ecrop; also, all minutes of
meetings and conferences held by the
parties interested, and copies of all cor-
respondence and telegrams bearing on
the matter.”

PURCHASE

SMITH (iackay),

LIQUOR ACT AMENDMENT BILL
INITIATION.
The HOME SECRETARY: 1 beg to
move—

“ That, under the provisions of Stand-
ing Order No. 274, a Bill to amend the

[19 Avugust.]
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Liquor Act Amendment Act of 1920 in a
certain particular be initiated and passed
through all its stages in one day.”

I do not know whether i would be wise or
whether it is the desire of the House that
I make a statement as to what is intended
to be done with regard to this——

Mr. Fry: It would certainly be honest to
do it, if not wise.

The HOME SECRETARY: The hen,
member for Kurilpa may be a judge of
honesty, and he may not be, Mr. Speaker.
In view of the announcement made in the

Governor’s Speech yesterday that
[4 p.m.] it is intended to appeal to the
constituencies at an early date,
it is proposed to remove the restriction that,
ix now in the Liquor Act Amendment Act
of 1620 to allow the poll that has been fixed
for the 30th October to be taken on that
date. If the restriction were not removed,
and a Federal or State election were to
be held either sixty days prior to or after
that poll, it would render the poll inopera-
tive. We do not want to do that—we want
the poll to be taken on the date fixed.

An Ovrposiriox MeMBer: Oh, it has been

fixed, has it?

The HOME SECRETARY: It has been
fixed, and the hon. member knows that.

An Opposition MEwBER: Fixed on election
day, I suppose.

The HOME SECRETARY: If it is on.
clection day—well, it is on election day.,
(Laught(\r) All T am concerned about 'Lt'
present 1s to inform the House that it is
intended to allow that poll to be taken on
the day that has been fixed. Clause 8 of
the Act distinctly says—

“In the month of Qctober, one thou-
sand nine hundred and twenty, and
thereafter in the month of October in
every third year, except as hereinafter
provided, a poll shall be taken of the
electors of every electoral district of:
the State upon the following Resolutions
A, B, and C, submitted upon a ballot-
paper in the following form.”

And then it goes on to give the form of the
ballot-paper. It is mandatory that the poll
shall be taken in October. The day in
October i1s fixed by the Governor in Council.
That day has been fixed, and is the 30th
October, 1920. The Act further reads—

“ Such date shall not be within sixty
days before or after any State general
election or any Federal general election
or Senate election, and in order to com-
ply with this provision the Governor in
Council may and shall make such altera-
tion in the date of such poll as may be
found necessary.”’

We do not want to make any alteration. We
want the referenda on this question taken on
the 30th October of this year, and that is
why I move this motion. I do nct think
anything more need be said. As the Bill
goes through the various stages I shall be
prepared to answer any questions on the
But, as I have said, it is simply
removing the prohibition which would come
into force if an election were held sixty days
prior to or after the liquor poll were taken.

Mr. VOWLES: I am glad the Home Sec-
retary is giving us this information at this
stage, because I think it will save a good
deal of talk and probably a good deal of

Mr, Vowles.]
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delay. I also hope that history is not going
to repeat itself, as happened in connection
with a poll which was taken previously under
the Liquor Act, when, to my mind, the poll
was deliberately taken on the same day a3
an election so that the result would be abox-
tive. There is an intimation which makes
it appear to me that we are going to have
the general clection and the referenda on
the same day.
The Home SECRETARY : Who said so?

Mr. VOWLES: That seems to be the inti-
mation given. I would like to have an
assurance from the Government that it is not
going to be so, because the spirit which
prompted us to make that sixty days’ restric-
tion when we agreed to the amendment of
the Liquor Act was that the affairs of the
people——

Mr. IHarTrey: You opposed the amend-
ment to the Liquor Act, and now you are
sorry for it.

Mr. VOWLES: I am not talking about
what we did; I am saying that the spirit
which was supposed to actuate members was
that if a general, or a ¥ederal, election
came along people were not to be confused
on outside matters: and if we are going to
have these referenda on the same day as
an clection—whether Federal or State—
then we are going right back on the principle
we adopted on that occasion. We cannot
decide when the election is going to be—
that is a matter for the Government. I only
hope they will not have the referenda and
the elections on the one day, because, if so,
they are breaking faith with this House, and
will not be doing their duty if they bring
about a state of affairs which the Opposition
desire should not exist. I ask for that assur-
ance before this matter goes through.

The Homr SecrEraRY: You take the Bill
as it is.

Mr. MORGAN: T think the Minister in
charge should give us the assurance asked
for.

The HoMe SEcReTARY : This has nothing to
do with the elections.

Mr. MORGAN : It has a lot to do with it.
Evidently the Government are going to make
use of the campaign in respect of the Liquor
Act—for or against, as the case may be—
simply for their own purposes.

The SPEAKER: Order! T ask the hon.
member to confine himself to the question
before the House—the suspension of the
Standing Orders.

The Howe SECRETARY: You cannot find out
something about another Bill on this Bill.

Mr. MORGAN : The Government scem to
be afraid to trust the people. (Opposition
hear, hears!) Everything is under a cloud.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Mr. MORGAN: The pcople are kept in
the dark.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Mr. MORGAN: Will the Home Secretary
tell us that an election will not take place
on the 30th October?

The Howe SecrETARY: Ask at the proper
time,

Mr. MORGAN : This is the proper time.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I think the time
is opportune for asking the leader of the

[Mr. Vowles.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Amendment Bill,

House to widen the scope of the measure. I
take it this is the time that may be done.

The SPEAKER: This is a motion to sus-
pead the Standing Orders to pass a Bill
through all its stages in one day. The hon.
member will have an opportunity of spoalk-
ing about the measure when it is introduced.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I do not wish to
accuse you in any wayv, 2Mr. Speaker, of
wanting to reduce the scope of the Bill, but
we do know that we have found ourselves
absolutely out of court through some of the
motions that have gone through this House.

The FoMe Skcrerary: Did you road the
motion ? v

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Ves, I did. ~
must congratulate the Government upon
going on with this paiticular business. I am
quite sure, remembering the fiery time. the
hon. member has gone through, that he cer-
tainly deserves congratulation, because, in
the camp where there were such divided
feuds, T am certain that he had to stand
right up with his guns; therefore, I very
sincerely congratulate him. T take it that
the Government shall have an opportunity
later of showing that not only are they out
to give the people an opportunity of speak-
ing about prohibition, but, in addition, #c
make provision—if prohibition fails—to deal
with 6 o’clock. N

PROPOSED INITIATION IN (OMMITTEE.

The HOME SECRETARY : Mr. Speaker,
I beg to move—
¢ That you do now leave the chair.”

Mr. SIZER (¥undah): I think the time is
opportune that, as this poll has to be taken,
we should submit further questions to the
people and the whole of the liquor ques-
tions——

The HoMe Secrerary: This is a motion for
the Speaker to leave the chair,

Mr. SIZER: I do not want to be dictated
to by the Home Secretary. No doubt this is
a most contentious matter, and the vast
majority of the people of the State are
anxious to have a vote on the closing hours
of hotels, besides the question of continuance
and prohibition— —

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. SIZER : In view of that fact, I intend
to move an amendment to delete words “in
a certain particular,” so that the motion will
read—

A Bill to amend the Liquor Act of
1820.”

Question put and passed.

COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Smith, Mackay, in the chair.)
The HOME SECRETARY: I beg to
move—
““That it is desirable that a Bill be

introduced to amend the
Amendment Act of 1920
particular.”

Liquor Aot
in a certain

Mr. SIZER: I beg to move, as an amend-
ment, that the words “in a certain par-
ticular” be deleted, with the object wof
making provision for referring other questions
tv the people. Views of a contentious nature
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are held and supported by many thousands
of people in the State in connection with the
liguor question, and I do not think it is
right that the people of this State should
simply be asked to answer only three ques-
tions. The people outside think that, in
addition to being able to vote on prohibition,
State control, and continuance, they should
also be allowed to vote on the question of
the hours the hotels shall open and close.
The people should be allowed to say whether
the hotels should be open from 6 a.m. to 11
pm., or 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Mr. PCLLOCK (Gregory): 1 rise to a
point of order. I ask if the hon. member
has submitted his amendment?

Mr. VowrLes: Yes. He moved the deletion
of certain words,

Mr, SIZER : A large number of the people
wish to vote on more than the three ques-
tions provided for in the Liquor Act, and at
present they find themselves in an awkward
position. Thex will be compelled to vote on
those three questions, They are desirous
of liquor reform, and they prefer to have a
vote on the question of the closing hours of
the hotels. Now that we are placing the
matter before the people, I think we should
place in this particular measure something
to give the people the right to vote on a
fourth question.

The Howe SECRETARY : Can you show how
another question can be put in to comply
with your amendment?

Mr. SIZER: The Home Secrctary knows
quite well that if we carried his motion the
people will be confined to the three ques-
tions of probibition, State control, and con-
tinuance, and if we attempt to alter it at
a later stage we will be ruled out of order.
That is why I am introducing my amendment
ab this stage. I wish to widen the scope of
the Bill on the lines I have suggested.

Mr. ROBERTS: I have considerable plea-
gure in supporting the amendment. You will
remember, Mr. Speaker, that when the prin-
cipal Bill was before this House members on
this side were anxious to submit four ques-
tions to the people.

Mr. HartiEY: Who wants this question?

Mr. ROBERTS: It was pointed out when
the Bill was introduced that many people
were anxious to have a vote on the questlon
of the hours of trading. We have had experi-
ence of the other States, where the hours of
trading have becn reducmd, and we have had
experience of the old country, where there
has also been an alteration in the hours. If
wo added a fourth quesiion it would give the
people a chance of veting on the question
of the olosmcr hours,  Since the Bill was
passed I had the priviiege, by invitation, of
addws;uw the committee and executive of

the Qtlength of Empire Movement. The
secretary of the Licensed Victuallers’ com-

mittee in Toowoomba did me the courtesy
of asking if he might be present at that meet-
ing; and I agreed, and he came along to the
mecting. At the request of the meeting I
explained the main objects of the Bill, and
what was likely to be attained by the Bill.
There was a general consensus of opinion
there that there should also be a fourth
question. A number of people outside are
very much concerned that in Queensland
they have not got an opportunity of reducing
the hours of trade in the hotels. The oppor-
tunity comes to us this afternoon to amend

[19 Avcuist.]
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the Liquor Act, and it affords members of
the Opposition, "who took up the position of
trying to get a fourth question added on a
previous occasion, to again see if it is not
possible to give the people of Queensland
an opportunity of expressing their opinion on
the hou)s of trade. Tvery other industry is
guided by arbitration Jaws, and in this par-
ticular trade there is no reason why the
opportunity to restrict the hours should be
refused to the people. Lots of people tell us
that they can neither vote for prohibition
nor State control, and thev are not satisfied
with continuance under the present con-
ditions. They want to see a lessening of the
hours of trade. Consequently, I have con-
siderable pleasure in supporting the amend-
ment.

Mr. JAMES (Logan): 1
support the amendment.

Mr. CarTER: Another 6 o’clock advocate,

Mr. JAMES: The question of the early
closing of hotels has been a burning one for
a long time, and I think the people should
be gl\'en an opportunity to vote on that
quesiion.  Wherever I go I find that the
objection to the proposed referendum is that
the peopl> are mnot given the means of
expressing their opinion as to 6 o’clock closing
or on the earlier closing of hotels. That is
why I support the amendment

The Home SrcreTAry: Have you read the
questions ?

Mr. JAMES: Yes.

The Houme SecrReTary: Can you put in
another question and get an intelligent vote
on it from the people?

My, JAMES: I think you can.
The Home SecreTaRY: Can you get a vote
from intelligent electors?

Mr, JAMES: Yes. I do not know whether
the Home Secretary imagines he is putting
this question to 1ntelhqcnt electors. 1 think
it is quite possible to put in another ques-
tion, in addition to the three already there,
and have a vote on the whole four questions
on the preferential form.

Mr. Poirock: Would you be in favour of
handing back the “loving cup’ if pro-
hibition is carried?

Mr., JAMES: I am satisfied that the hon.
member for Gregoxv could make good use of

should like to

the “loving cup if he had it in his
possession for one moment. I think the
amendment is essential, because we should

be able to add the questlon relating to the
closing of hotels.

Mr. BAYLEY (Pittsworth): I have much
pleasure in supporting the amendment. I
might point out that on the voting-paper
as It stands at present the supporters of the
liquor irade will have two issues to support.
They will be able to support continuance and
State control. The temperate supporters will
only have one issue. They may vote for
prohibition and State conuo] but they will
really only have one issue which they can
mally support. It is time that the State, as
a whole, had an opportunity of voting on
the question of 6 o'clock closing; and I
strongly urge on the Home Secrctary and the
Government $o give these people an equal
opportunity to those who are championing
the liquor trade by having two issues -to
vote on.

Mpyr. HARTLEY : The temperance people don’t
want that clause in at all,

Mr. Bayley.]



64 Liquor Act

Questiori—That the words proposed to be
omitted (Mr. Sizer’'s amendment) stand part

of the question—put; and the Committee
divided : —
AyEs, 37.
My, Armfield Mr. Kirwan
»» Barber ., l.and
., Brennpan ,, Larcomhe
., Bulcock ,, Lleyd
5, Carter .o MeCormack
,» Collins ,» McLachlan
s Cooper, F. 4, ., Mullan
,» Gooper, W. ., Payne
,» Coyne ,, JYease
., Dunstan ,, Peterson
,» Fihelly ,» Pollock
,, Foley, T. A. ,» Ryan, H. TJ.
,» Forde ,» Stopford
,» Free ,,  Thompson
. Gilday ,, Weir
. Gillies ,»  Whitford
s Gledson ,, Wilson
,, Hartley ,» Winstanley
« Huxham

Tellers: Mr. Carter and Mr. Gilday.

Nogs, 15.
Myr. Barnes. W. H. Mr. Roberts
., Bayley ,. Siger
,, Bebbington ,. Spenear
,, Elphinstone .. Swayne
,, Guann ,, Taylor
,, James ., Walker
., Moore ,» Warren
. Petrie

Tellers: Mr. Bayley and Mr. James.
Resolved in the affirmative.

[4.30 p.m.]
Question put and passed.
The Iiouse resumed. The CHATRMAN re-

ported the resolution, which was agreed to.

FIRsT READING.

On the motion of the HOME SECRE-
TARY, the Bill was read a first time.

SECOND READING.

The HOME SECRETARY: I beg to
Move-—
“That the Bill be now read a second

time.”

Hon. members will observe by referring to
the Liquor Act Amendment Act of 1920 that
the only proposal in the Bill is to repeal the
clause read out to the House by me some
time ago, on the motion to suspend the
Standing Orders to enable the Bill to be
passed through all its stages in one day. The
Bill consists really of only one clause—that
is, the provizo with regard to the State
general elections is to be removed in order
that the referendum can take place on the
30th October.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): 1 would like to
point out that we are now proposing to sus-
pend the provisions of the Liquor Act of
1920 for all time. I could quite understand,
if this alteration of the law were being made
for a particular purpose, that we should sus-
pend that provision for the time being, but
this subsection was ageed to by the Chamber
after mature consideration. It was thought
that it would be highly undesirable that it
should be possible for any Government,
whether present or future, to fix the date of
a poll under the Liquor Act on the same
day as a general State or Federal election.
Now, what is the occasion of repealing it
altogether ? Why could not the Government
suspend it in the meantime? If that were

[Mr. Vowle:r,
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their intention—to meet an extraordinary
position which has arisen—I could under-
stand 1t, but why should the alteration be
lasting 7" I do not want to delay the measure,
but those are the objections I have, and I
would again like to try to get an assurance
from the Chief Secretary, if it be possible,
that the date of the general elections and
the date of the liquor poll would not be the
same. I think that the Opposition and the
general public are entitled to such an assur-
ance from the Government. I cannot see
any reason why they should be held on the
same day. The question of the c¢ost was
duly considered when the matter was being
dealt with before, and, notwithstanding the
cost, it was thought that the public mind
should not be confused at general election
time with outside matters. If it is going to
be made possible or if it is the intention of
the Government now to hold the two polls
on the same day, we are deliberately going
behind what we considered then to be a fair
thing. If we cannot get such an assurance
from. the Government, we can only come to
the conclusion that this thing is loaded, and
this action is being taken for the purpose of
holding both on the same day.

The Actine PrEMiER: You are too
picious altogether.

Mr. VOWLES: Why not tell us, then?

Mr. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba): 1
quite follow the contention of the Govern-
ment, and I totally disagree with the view
of the leader of the Opposition. ((Govern-
ment laughter and interjection.) 1 cannot
see any reason—if we are going to get an
election within the next few weeks—why it
cannot be held on the same day as the
referendum poll. We know that to-day every
pound in Queensland means something.
Money is particularly scarce. We have a
large number of unemployed in the State,
and it is estimated that this referendum poll
will cost anything from £8,000 to £10.000.
Seeing that an election is going to be held
within a few days, the public mind must be
inflamed one way or the other. I can see
what some men arec anticipating. They are
considering that it will have some effect on
their election.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
be so unfair to your own party.

Mr. ROBERTS: I am passing my own
opinion on the matter, and I have a perfect
right in this Fouse to give expression to
any opinion I may form. Some members
may take exception arnd prefer that the
question of liquor reform should be decided
on some other day. The Act at present on
the statute-book has provided for that, but.
now that ‘it is likely that we shall have an
election within a few weeks, there is no
reason why it should not be held on one and
the same day. The people have many ques-
tions put to them, and we have to remember
that in any case a campaign is likely to
eventuate within the next few weeks between
the Strength of Empire Movement and
the liquor trade. We have seen that only a
few weeks ago a large sum of money—
£10.000—was sent from New South Wales to
Queenzland in the interests of the liquor
trade. So we can quite understand the cam-
naign that will rage throughout the State
on that matter, irrespective of the general
clection; and I do not see why both guestions
should not be decided on one and the same
day, on the date which is not to be disclosed
—namely, the 30th October. (Laughter.)

SuiE-
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Mr. MORGAN (Murilla) : T would like the
Minister to give us some information as to
how this proposal is likely to operate in
the case of a Federal election. Suppose that
a Federal election takes place within the
next few weeks, either before or after the
liquor referendum?

The Houme SECReTARY: That is a sound
objection to the things ever being in the
Act.

Mr. MORGAN: Exactlv. So far as the
date is concerned, I have no objection. What
I want to know is this: If a vote takes place
on 30th October and a Federal election takes
place a month afterwards, what will be the
position ?

The HOME SECRETARY :
legal.

Ir. MORGAN :

law which will prevent its

The vote will be

Is there not some Federal
becoming legal?

The Hode SEcRETARY: No. There is a
War DPrecaution Regulation which says:
g 3

““On the same day.” We cannot repeal that.
I wish we could repcal some of those War
Precaution Regulations.

Mr. MORGAN : We need to be very care-
ful about this matter, and the people who
arc in favour of this vote also nced to be
very careful. We have had some experience
of votes being declared illegal owing to
interference of Federal legislation, and
want to know whether the Minister has gone
carefully into the matter.

The HoME SECRETARY: Yes.

IMr. MORGAN : If a Federal election takes
place thirty days afterwards, would it inter-
fere with this vote?

The Howr SECRETARY: No,
passed a new regulation,

Mr. MORGAN : I refer to the present law.

The Boxe Secrerary: If this amendment
were not carried to-day, it would.

Mr. MORGAN: I quite understand that,
but I want to know whether the Minister
has gone cavefully into the effect of the
Federal law.

The HOME SECRETARY :
pll—it iz a regulation.

Mr. MORGAN : Well, a regulation. What-
ever the result on the 30th October, it should
be final. There should be no interference
with the decision in any shape or form. It
scems absurd to think that it is going to
cost the Government and the people about
£14,000 to have a poll on 30th October, when
afterwards it may be discovered that owing
to some law in existence, whether State or
Federal, the decision may be upset.

The Howme SECRETARY: The Federal law
says, ‘“On the day on which a Federal elec-
tion is held.”

Mr. VOWLES:
futile.

Mr. MORGAN:

unless they

It is not a law at

In any case, the result is

In any case, we need to
be very careful. We dealt with it very,
very fully last session; and now it is found
necessary, although the Act has scarcely been
in operation, to bring along an amendment,
an amendment to suit the Government’s own

purposes,
Mr. GLEDSOX : Do you object to the amend-
ment ?
Mr. MORGAN: No. With reference to

the proposal to widen the scope of this Bill,
T would remind members that previously

19207
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we thoroughly discussed that matter. We
were defeated as to having a vote on 6 o’clock
closing, although all members on this side
favoured it. Now the opposing parties, the
liquor people and the temperance people,
have got their campaigns going and their
ballot-papers issued, showing the people how
to vote; and vet we arc asked to reconsider it.

The Hoae SecreTary: Do not blame wus
for that. You had our complete sympathy.

Mr. MORGAN : Thousands and thousands
of pounds are being expended by both parties,
and why should we interfere?

COMMITIEE AND THIRD READING.

The Bill passed through Committee without
discuszion or amendment, was read a third
time, and oluewd to be transmitted to the
Legislative Council for their concurrence by
message in the usual form.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.
The ACTING PREMIER moved—

“ That soc much of the Standing Grders
be suspended as would otherwise prevent
the immediate constitution of Committees
of Supply and Ways and Means, the

receiving of resolutions on the same day
as they shall have passed in those Com-
mittees, and the passing of an Appropria-
tion Bill through all its stages in one

day.”
Mr. VOWLES: I would like formally to
protest against the aciion of the Government

in desiving to pass this Bill through all its
stages at this juncture, more paltlcularlv in
view of the fact that we have no details of
any kind nor any cxplanation from the
Acting Premier. We do not even know,
in the first place, what credits we have to
our balances. nnd we do not know how
much money is to be asked for. The session
could have been started a week earlier, if
necessary, and all these matters which How
are con;ldmod ag urgent could have been
dealt with at our leisure: we could have
obtained all the details and discussed them
on the different stages.

The Acrine Prexngr: Your Government
introduced a similar motion every session.

Mr. VOWLES: Governments of the past
have done this, and on every occasion the
leader of the Oppesition—more particularly
Mr. Rvan—stood up in his place and pro-
tested against it. Mr. Theodore, when he
was in opposition, always stood up and
protested against the practice. Yet no
Government has adopted the practice to a
greater cxtent than the present Government
Fave done since they have been on the
Treasury benches, I think it is due to the
House, in view of the intimation disclosed
to us through the Governor’s Speech—that
the Treasury is empty, that the credit of the
Government is stopped——

The Actixg PrewiEr: No, nol
continue the work of defamation.

Mr. VOWLES: We should know exactly
where we stand before we commit ourselves
in a matter of this kind. It is the duty
of the Government to the Opposition and
to the public to let us know what the position
is. We should know, by reason of the fact
that we have not been given information
as to what is the state of certain balances.
When the public does not have the informa-
tion and the House does not know it, this

Mr. Vowles.]
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is the time—when the Acting Premier is
coming along and asking us to concede

something—for him to give us all the
information at his disposal.

The Acmive Previzr: You will get it
later on.

The SPEAKER: Order! The question

now is the suspension of the Standing Orders.

The Actixg PreMieR: I would be out of
order if T gave that information.

Mr, VOWLES: I am giving the reason
why I cbject to this practice. I amn giving
the same reason as was given hy the recent
leader and the present leader of the Govern-
ment when they were occupying the same
position as I occupy to-day—the leader of
the Opposition.

fox. W. II. BARNES: Beforc this motion
is put, before you leave the chair, Mr.
Speaker, I take it we will have the oppor-
tunity of dealivg with grievances before
Supply.

The SPEAKER: The motion before the
House is for the suspension of the Standing
Orders. 'The hon. member will have an
cnportunity of dealing with that cquestion
when the motion that T do now leave the
chair is before the House.

Hox, W. H. BARNES: I am going to
take my opportunity—I want to assure the
acting leader of the Government—to the
fullest e-tent. 1 how meanwhile to your
deeision, Mr., Spcalker.

Question put and passed.

SUPPLY.
ArproprIATION Brin, No. 1.

The ACTING PREMIER: Mr. Speaker,
I beg to move—

“That you do now leave the chair,
and the House resolve itself into a Com-
mittee of the Whole to consider the
Supply to be granted to His Majesty.”

Mr. VOWLES: It is a timc-honcured
custom of Parliament, generally recogrised
when Supply is heing asked for, that the
members of the Opposifion have an oppor-
tunity of ventilating their gricvances.

The Acring PrEvicR: Members of the
Government. too.
Mr. VOWLES: Members of the Govern-

ment also, and judging by the way in which
the Acting Premier interjected those few
waords there must be many grievances amongst
the gentlemen sitting behind him.

The Actine PREVMIER: Yes: they want some
more of your seats. {(Laughter.)

Mr. VOWLES: You will find that we will
get a lot of your seats. We have not the
izformation we should have on a question
of this kind. We de not, as business men,
know what our financial position is, and wo
are asked that vou, Sir, should leave the
chair with a view of going into Committes
to discuss matters affecting money, when we
do not even know that that mecney exists,
We have heen told, per medium of the
Speech made by the Lieutenant-Governor,
that the Government have been disappointed
in finance; that the mission of the Premier
to Iingland has been a failure; and certain
rcasons are set out which they claim to be
responsible for money not being forthcom-
ing. I propose to show that a warning was
given to the Premier and to his Government,

[Mr. Vowles.
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not only by the hon. members sitting in
opposition, not only by the journals of the
whole of Queensland, but even by letters
which appeared in the London papers.

Mr. Prrersox: All inspired.

Bir. VOWLES: Letters which were made
known to the Government long before the
mission of the Premier to get this cash.

Mr, Kiewax : Why did you send home the
delegation if it were unnecessary to do 1t?

Mr. VOWLES : The hon. gentleman speaks
about that delegation. Just let me tell the
hon. gentleman that this delegdtion we hear
s» much ahout has nothing awhatever to do
with the members of the Opposition or the:
parliamentary party.

Mr. F. A. CooPEr: Nonsecnse !
Mr. DuxstsN: You ean’t get rid of it
Mr. Carter: Deny your leaders.

Mr. VOWLES: I am not in any way
connected with them. I know that this 1s
going to be a catch cry at the election, and
1 want to give the public this assurance now.
T also want to review the actions and the
attitude of the Opposition, to show the part
they plaved in sending certain protests to
the English Government through no less &
person than the Licutenant-Governor him-
self. A certain set of rvesolutions were come
to by hon. members of the Opposition, and
I propose to read them. I propose to read
also a covering letter which T sent to the
Secrotary of State through the Licutenant-
(Governor. It already has appeare:d in print.
If T am not to be allowed to pnt it in with-
out reading it am going to read it so
that it will go in. This is a resolution passed
on the 25th Februarv last, before any dele-
gation set sail from Queensland:—

1 That this mecting of the membere
constituting the Opposition in the Legis-
lIative nbly - of  Qucensland i
unanimously of opinion:—’

{«) That the recent appointraent of
fourteen new members to the Tegisla-
tive Council of Queensland was wholly
uncongtitutional and unuecessary,
because such appointments were made
for the alleged purpose of carrying
lewislation upon the whole or any part
of which the will of the people could
have been, readily ascertained under
the provisions of the Parliamentary
Bills Referendum Act of 1909,

(#) That the number of the said
appeintments was excessive, because a
esser number would have given the
Government an  absolute  working
majority in the Covncil under the con-
ditions which now exist in that House.

{¢) That the appointment of the said
members was improper, because the
question of his frec excrcise of the
power of appointment in such_cases
wras. to the knowledge of His Excel-
lency the Lieutenant-Governor himself,
receiving consideration by th» Right
Honourable the Secretary of State for
the Colonies at the moment the appoint-
ments were made; also because such
appointments afford additional facili-
ties for defeating the full and free
expression of the views of the majority
of the adult residents of the State, and
suggest real danger to its chances of
future good government and general
interest and prosperity.
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2. That the Right Honourable the
Sceretary of State for the Colonies be
respectfully requested to recommend to
His Majesty the appointment of an
Imperial officer as Governor, forthwith.”

With that resolution was sent a letter dated
10th March, 1920, I will ask the indulgence
of the House to permit me to put this in
¢ Hansard” without reading it. As I have
said before, it alrcady appeared in print in
April last, and no doubt members of the
House arg conversant with its contents.

[5 p.m.]

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the
Touse that the lettor be taken as read?

OprosiTioX MEeMBERS: Hear, hear!

The Acrrixe Previer and GOVERNMENT
MEeMBEzrs: No, no!

The SPEAKER again put the que
declared that the ¢ Noes ™ had it.

Mr., VOWLES: T am »ery sorry, Ar.
Speaker, because in the first place T am
suf’fumo from a bad throat, and sccondly i
has always been the custom—in fact, one
hon. menber here has o very lengthy speech
it “Hz d.’ of which ho said about ten
woi nd the rest was put in in a brief.
On at h nst two oo canohs that has happened.
However, I will read the letter. It says—

¢ 8ir.—I have the honour to enclose
he”‘ ith a copy of a formal 10~01utlon
unanirnously adoptﬂd by a meeting of
the members of the Opposition party in
the Legislative Assembly, and to respect-
fully request that vyou will be good
enough to transmit same immediately by
cable io the Right Honourable the Scere-
tary of Srate for the Colonics. I should
further esteem it a favour if your lixcel-
leney would also forward fo the S-cre-
tary of Stete the details of the following
statmmm af thv position as it exists in
our 0]}11’110;1
“1. The Labour Party were returned
to power in 1915, pledged to the abolition
of the Licgislative Council. In 1917 they

ion, and

qur~tion by means of a refer
whelraing majority,
lative Council as
then constituted should remain as portion
of the Legislsture.

“2. In 1918 the Labour Government
was returned fo power with a majority
ats totally out of mopmtlon to the
which they received—at an election
&t which tho abo‘lhon of the Legislative
Couneil was not an issue. The ey have,
nevertheless, during their second Parli a-
ment, chosen to utterly ignore the man-
datc of the people as expressed through
the 1917 veferendum, and have more than
oice  passed thwoqfrh the Legislative
Assembly a Bill for an Act to abolish the
Coun They have never succeeded in
securing the passage of this Bill through
thﬂ Lv"hldtuo Council itself,

During the period betwean the
actfewion of the Lubour Government to
power in Klay, 1915, and the present
date, thirty-two (52) appointments have
been made to the Legislative Council,
virtually dcub}vng its effective strength.
nditions are at present in “the
1, the vecent appointments give the
Govermment an absolute majority of sup-
porters in that Ifouse, and transform
what hss hitherto been a non-party
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Chamber of review Into a party House
controlled by a majority, bound by its
pledges to follow the lead of the Govern-
ment. . Since the crcation of a Labour
majority in the Legislative Council the
Covernment appears to have lost its
desire for the immediate abolition of the
Couneil.

“4. We maintain that the recent
appointment of fourteen new members to
the Legislative Council was whelly uncon-
°t1tut'mm] unnecessary, and improper,
for the reasons set out in the resolution
which we submit for transmission by
cable to the Imperis! authorities. We
desire, in dealing with this aspect of the
case, to particularly stress the fact that
the app(;ivl‘rme' 5 were allegedly made
for the purpose of carrying legislation
upon the whole or any part of which the
will of the people could have been easily
ascertained under the provisions of the
Parlimnontar}‘ Bills Referendum Act.

When His Excellency the Lieu-
te hdht Governor was ammmtod to office,
the information was current in po]ltlcal
circles that his appointment was being
made, :ub]nct to some agreement, under-
standin or dnangoment between the
Mlmsz and himsclf that he should
swamp the Legislative Council, which
Sir Hamilton Goold-Adams, Governor,
was allegedly unwilling to do. This may
or may not have been true, but the fact
that Mr. Lennon’s appointmont was
almost Ilmmediately followed by the
swamping of the Council lends colour to
the asscrtion.

“6. The creation of a Government
majority in the Legislative Council has
brought about an extvzordinary position
which endangers the integrity of the
State’s Constitution and renders Pari
ment always and completely subscrvient
to the derision of a majority of Govern-
ment members (which may, however, con-
stitute only a minority of Parliament)
and in some cases to the will of an out-
side  private "(‘IJQtl\l’de
having no off atus and representa-
tive only of & scction of the trade
unionists of the State.

“7. The Queensland Labour party, the
political as«oclation which comprises the
followers of the Labour Government and
which to a very large extent controls the
actions of Labour in power, is governed
by an cxecutive which has power, under
the party’s constifution, to endorse or
withhicld or withdraw the endorsement
of any parliamentary candidate in the
Labour istercst. Before it can endorse
o candidate as a Labour candidate, i$
must receive from him, according to its
rules, a sigied copy of the {ollowing
pledge :—

1, , being a candidate
for selection by the

branch of the Labour party’s recog-

nised political organisation, hereby

give my pledge that if not selected T

will not in any way oppose the can-

didature of the duly selected nominee;
and, if selected, I will go through with
the contest. I also agree, if clected,
to advocate and support the principles
contained in the Qucensland TLabour
party’s State and municipal platforms
and the Australian Labour party’s
platform, and on all questions affecting

Mr. Vowles.)
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the platform to vote as a majority of
the Parliamentary Labour party may
decide at a duly constituted caucus
meeting. But in the event of the ques-
tion of the interpretation of any plank
in the platform being in dispute, it
¢hall be referred to the Central

Political Execcutive for decision, and

that dccision shall be final.

“8. As it has been announced that
the members of the Legislative Council
recently selected were chosen by a ballot
of the caucus of the P.nhameqtaly
Labom party from persons whose names

vere submitted by the Central Political
L\LCHUV(‘ of the Labour party, it may
be taken for granted that they also have
subscribad to the above pledge or to one
of similar 1mp01t

‘9. Having in view the power which
he Labour organisations wield over the
parliamentary ‘members of the party, by

reason of the extortion of the above
pledgs, and for other reasons, the ulti-
mate sult of the appointment of a

Government nmjority to the Legislative
Council is that now and 1n the future
Parliament must be 19g31ded as a single
chambeyr, divided nominally into two
parts, whose public acts of legislation,
otc., will amount to no morce than the
formal registration of decisions arrived

at by the majorities of both Houses
sitting together previously in secret
session. The real parliament of Quececns-

land is now the Government caucus, act-
ing under the guidance, in
moment, of the Central Political Execu-
tive of the Labour party. Government
by the people has to all intents and
purposes ceased to exist and is replaced
bx a system of government by Juﬂta for
the benefit of a section of one class in
tll( (’Olnmunuv

¢10. Apart from the considerations set

out in the foregoing paragraphs, we
would submit that the conditions which
have been created as the result of the
appointments are all the less to be con-
doned because appearances suggest that
the Government has lost or i< fast losing
the confidence of the country. Qur
reasons  for believing  this are  as
follows :—

{i.) The result of the recent Common-
wealth eclections, conducted upon a
universal adult franchise, upon which
the State electoral franchise is also
based, showed a majority "famst the
Labour party of 17,000 votes in the
aggregate, the Nationalist party being
returned to power stronger by one seat
than at the previous Commonwealth
elections of 1917.

(it.} The result of these elections was
completely applicable as an expression
of the country’s view of the State
Labour Administration, because—

(¢)>The Commonwealth  Labour
candidates fought their campaign
under the lead and direction of the
Hon. T. J. Ryan, who resigned the
Queensland Premiership, while
retaining  the full confidence of
Queensland Labour, to contest a

- Commonwealth Parliament seat;

(6) The issues of the campaign in
Queensland hinged purely and simply
upon the achievements of the State
Labour party in power and the

[ 7. Vowles.
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readiness or otherwise of the clectors

of the State to invest Mr. Ryan and

his followers with authority to apply
the tenets of their State policy in

Commonwealth affairs;

(¢) The Commonwealth campaign
in Queensland was conducted by the
State Labour Political Executive,
which also condurrs State election
campaigns, and virtually all mem-
bers of the State Labour party urged
the cause of the Lommon“ealth
Labour candidates. The present
Premicr and all his Ministers par-
ticipated in the contest.

(iii.j Almost immediately after the
Commonwealth campalign, contests woere
fought in vacant State seats, which had
been previously held by State Minis-
ters. These seats were regarded as

almost unassailable Labour strong-
holds. One of them rveverted to
Nationalism at the by-election, and in
the other two the Labour majorities
were greatly reduced. After the by-
elestions one sitting member of the
Lebour party crossed the floor of the

House to sit with the Opposition.

“11. We are of opinion that the change
in the public attitude, suggested by the
facts detailed above, has been due chiefly
to:—

(@) The unrestricted incrcase in the
cost of livirg during the régime of the
present Government Whl(’h thongh
returned to poier on a ipccﬂ"( pledge
to check profiteering, has taken no
effective steps toward that end.

(h) The militant attitude of the
Labour party, moludmg ruembers of
the Government, not ouzly against con-
scription, but against recruiting and
all measures designed to bring victory

to the Allies in the late war. This
attitude only beeame clearls evident
after the Labour party had been

yeburned to power at the State elee-
tion of 1918, and was in striking con-
trast to the patriotic views which they
had expressed during the election cam-
paign 1tself.

(¢) The tendency which the Govern-
ment has regularly shown to support
persons prose cuted for disloyal offences,
and its continual willingness to fnd
employment for persons, who, convieted
of war offences in the Southern States,
found it advisable to come to Queens-
land.

() The fact that, while the Premier
and other members of the Government
have persistently denounced revolu-
tionary extremism, they have neverthe-
less openly countenanced and given
}’)I‘Of“lm(‘nt to persons whose support of
Bolshevism and of movements designed
to bring about the overthrow of con-

stitutional government, as known
among civilised peoples, is beyond
question.

No better example of this could be
found than the appointment of Mr.
Robert Joseph Carroll to be a member
of the Legislative Council, a few weeks
ago. According to the Brisbane ¢ Daily
Standard,” official Labour newspaper,
this Mr. Carroll, in December, 1917,
acted as President of the Universal
Freedom League, a body which was
then currently regarded by the State
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Police as ‘a blind for the IL.W.W.
(an illegal association under Common-
wealth law). On 12th August, 1918, at
a conference of trades unions, IVIl'
CanoH moved a resolutiofl expressing

‘entire approval and hearty apprecia-
tion of the Bolshevic programme and
of the work of our Russian comrade,
leader Lenin.

On 23rd March, 1918, Mr. Carroll
took part in a public procession, prin-
cipally organised by Russians, which
carried the red flog ‘through the =t199ts
of Brisbane in open defiance of the
police, and afterwards compelled the
duthoutles to open the gates of the
Government Domain, so that an illegal
meating might be held there. To
qnofc the * ‘mlv Standard” Lahour

cial organ:—° The procession was
carried out in the teeth of strenuous
opposition by the police.’

Afterwards Mr. Carroll took part in
the vHeguI meeting, was fined on a
prosecntion by the Commonwealth
authorities, and, failing to payr his fine,
served two months in prison. Numer-
ow: other members of the procession
were imprisoned for exhibiting the
red flag and for assaulting the police,
and some of the Russians were deported
from the Commonwealth by order of
the military authorities.

Other recent appointees to  the
Tegistative Council were well-known
extremists and revolutionaries,

(¢) The toleration which the State
has shown to various criminals, whose
sentences have been almost completely
remitted or greatly reduced without
the consent of judges or the knowledge
of the public. A case in point was
that of a man named Chapmen, who,
irialists, broke into
) he principal store: in the City
of Townsville a few months ago, and
looted upwards of 200 rifles with ammu-
nition.  Thes afterwar paraded the
streets of the citv, and, in decfiancs of
the police. ¢ practised with their fire-
arrms . tho pw”ons perched on the
publie bm]dml

All attempts on the part of the police
to secure the roturn of more than a
small proportion of the firearms were,
at the time, unaveiling, As the result
of public clamour, Chapman and
another man were arrested in connec-
tion with the looting. Chapman was
sontenced to threa vears’ imprisonment,
but veleased afier serving only a few
months., His release was only  dis-
covered by the public threugh his
bousting to a newspaper reporter that
he had secvred his release through
political influence with the Govern-
ment.

(f) The disregard which the Govern-
sent has shown of Parliament’s right
to control expenditure. The expendi-
ture by the Government nof authorised
by Parliament during the vear 1918-19
amounted to over £1 000,000, or more
than 10 per oent of the total expendi-
ture for the wear. It should be
emphasised thaf thh was not in any
wav dne to war conditions. In the
State of Vie torn during the same year.
the unforesce expenditure totalled

only £15,000.

(9) The reckless extravagance of the
Government, its use of public facili-
ties for the private convenience of
Ministers and their friends, and its use
of State funds upon a large scale for
political party propaganda.

(7) The Government’s oppressive
schemes of taxation which have ham-
pered industry, reduced the natural
revernue of the State in a corresponding
degree, and created unemployment upon
a scale never known previously in the
recent history of the State.

(i) The deceptive attitude adopted
by the Ministry in regard to certain
legislation, *Lnd the ruses which have
been  resorted to and exposed, for
obtaining certain results without the
full knowledge of Parliament. A case
in point was the ‘Land Act Amend-
ment Bill, No. 3 introduced in the
session of 1918, It was placed before
the Legislative Assembly as a measure
to define more clearly the meaning of
a certain section of the Land Act of
1810. A careful examination of the
amendment  prorosed  and effects
showed that it was very evidently
intended to alter the effect of the
clause and entirelv change its mean-
ing. A id inquiry by the Op posi-
tion followed, and it was eventually
revealed that the real objective of the
Bill was to alter the law, make the
altevations retrospective, and so ensure
that the Government swould succeed,
on appeal, in an action upon which a
lower court had given a decision
against the Crown, and which the
Crown could have no hope of winning
in any conrt with the law as it stood.

(7} The revolutionary tendencies
which appear to be gaining ground
inside the Queensland Labour party
have cavsed some general nervousness:

and even the Premicr himself has twice
taken the opporvtunity. =ithin a few
\\Of‘lw te weiehtily and solemnly srarn
awn followers upon the subject.

“12. In view of the general conditions
ing in the State as set cut above,
the fact that the present Parliament
iz in its last year. and of the graveness
of the step involved in making the vecent
apnointments to the Legislative Council,
we believe that His Bxeellencv should
have decferred such appointments until
the Government had nred the opinion
of the country upon its policy and achieve-
ments a few months hence.

“13. We farther believe that it is
completely inadvisable that the present
position—in which the in power a
Labour CGovernment to subor-
dinate its own views to these of an
outside committen of no official standing.
and a Lieutenant-Governor committed to
the views of the Ministry upon every
important issue which is likely to arise
within  the next twelve months and
dependent upon the Government and the
Labour cuncus for proeferment-—should
be allowed to continuc. and in terms of -
our resolution we ask that an Imperial
Governor be appointed at the earliest
possible moment.”’

Now, the reason for putting this on record,
and toe shoew the letter which was sent by
the Opposition to ask for the appoiatment

Mr. Vowles. )
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of a permanent Governor, is to show that,
s0 far as the delegation to London is con-
cerned, it is unknown to the Parliamentary
Opposition,

Mr, DuxsTaN: It went home to do the
secret dirty work of your supporters.

Ir. VOWLES: I ask that the hon. gen-
tleman withdraw those words. He has
charged me with doing dirty work and of
getting” someone else to do it

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: He said
nothing unparliamentary.

The SPEAKHER: Order! I did not hear
the hon. member for Gympie refer to the
leader of the Opposition.

Mr. DUNSTAN: I made no reference to
the leader of the Opposition.
Mr. BreN¥an: That stuff you read is dirty.

Mr., VOWLES: I do not know who the
hon, member for Gympie referred to when
he said something about doing dirty work.
However, he says he did not say it; so
we must be hard of hearing. Anyone who
has read the Governor’s Speech must see
the glaring example of the Government
making use of the privileges of this House
to get out their party propaganda.

OprosiTIiON MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. VOWLES: If ever there was an
electioneering speech delivered under cover
of the privileges of this Ilouse, it is the
Speech read by the Licutenant-Governor
vesterday. I way that that is a fravesty
on constitutional government. We had a
gentleman occupying the nosition of Presi-
dent of the Legislative Council and Acting
Governeor reading a Speech like that! Vet
he told us, only a few weeks ago, that for
the last four or five months he had no know-
ledge of politics at all, and politics with
him was a thing of the past. A good many
people do not understand that the Speech
is prepared by the advisers of the Governor,
and that the Governor simply reads the
Spench.  The whole of that Speech was
nothing but party nropaganda, and it was
not a Governor’s Speech at all. When I
started to speak to-day, I said that warnings
had been held out in England telling the
Government of Queensland what they might
expect vhen they went to England for
finances. I have here an article which
apneared in the London “Times” of June,
1918—

““ Apparently a fresh effort is being
made by the Quecnsland Government to
rass certain land legislation to the defri-
mont of the large amount of British
capital inveated in the pastoral industry,
for we learn that the following resolution

passed af a meeting held at 45,
Bishopsrate, R.C., on Tuesdav last:—
¢ This meeting of lending Anglo-Austra-
lian banks, pastoral. and financial com-
panies again records its emphatic opinion
that any legislation having for its object
the removal of the existing contractual
limitation in the inerease of rent of
nastoral leases and grazing selections in
Queensland  would  constitute a  grave
hreach of Goversment covenant with
Crown fenants. would render possible a
practical  confiscation of leases. and
wounld tend fo destrov the confidence of
Pritish investors in the good faith of the
Qeensland Gevernment.’

“ The fact that such important institu-
tions as these should have felt it neces-

[Mr. Vowles.
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sary to append their names to such a
resolution shows how carefully legislativa
tendencies in Australia, and particularly
in Queensland, must be watched by those

to whom is entrusted the charge of
British capital invested within the
Commonwealth.

¢ This limitation of the increase of rent
is obviously a vital condition for the
lessee, for it enables him to caleulate what
his maximum liability for rent may be.
Without that Lknowledge he obviously
could not afford to invest his money,
since he could have no guarantee that
the rent might not be raised to such an
extent as to make it impossible for him
to continue his business. The Queensland
Government has endeavoured to pass
legislation to abolish the limitations on
the power of the lessors to raise rentals,
but on each occcasion the proposal has
been rejected by the Upper House of the
Queensland Parliament. But it is feared
that the Government may, by the
appointment of its adherents to the
Upper House, obtain the latter’s consent
to the passage of a Bill removing the
limitation referred to. It may seem
almest inecredible that a State of the
British Empire should contemplate any
such suicidal proposal as that with which
it is eredited. To alter adversely the
leaseholdery’ contractual position without
their consent would be to adopt a species
of Bolshevism which 2ould not fail to
destroy the confidence of British investors
in the good faith not only of Queens-
tand bhut of Australia gencrally.”

My point is this: We are told that three
certain gentlemen went home to England.

My, BrExyAN: Three crooks.

Mr. VOWLES: It was stated that these
three certain gentlemen visited England, and
by their misrepresentation of ths true posi-
tion in Queensland they were able to induce
the financicrs in London to refuse to grant a
loan to Queensland. T think that this House
is entitled to have from the Hon. the Acting
Premiar the evidence which he has got to
support that statement-—that these men did
anything in the way of misrepresentation in
Loxdor,

The Active PreMiER : You will get it.

Mr. KrwaN: Wait until the brick hits.

Mr. VOWLES: T am going to show where
it is en rccord that the hon. momber for
Gregory himsclf, two yemrs ago, read out a
warning whizh was issued by the financiers
in  London, telling the (overnment of
Queensland that if they did not deal honestly
with the Irssces of the State it would affect
their financial credit.

Mr. Harteey: And after that our loan was
over-subseribed.

Mr. VOWLES: We have to realise, and
the Government should realize, that we owe
somethi like £65.000,000 as a State, and
Queensland’s proporvtien of the national debt
of the Commonwealth amounts to another
£55.000,000. That means that we owe
£120.000,000 altogether, and about £30,000,000
of that will fall due in a fow years’ time.
Something like £2.000.000 of that money is
falli due almost immediately.  Through
the dishonest legislation which this Govern-
ment has passed, and has placed on the
statute-hook, we are faced with the position
that when we go to the financiers for money
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we are told that we have a dishonest Govern-
ment in Queensland, and they do not Want
to do business with us at all.

The Acrixe Preuir: Your
duced the same Bill in 1910.

Mr., VOWLES: The Government is in the
same position as a man who goes to his
banker for a loan. When a man goes to a

party intro-

banker and asks fov more accommodation,
the banker says, “ Let me see your buslness
transactions.” If he finds out that the man’s

business transactions have not been honest,
he will tell him so, and will not grant him
any money. He does just the same as the
London financiers told Mr. Theodore in Lon-
don. Ther told him to go back to Queens-
land and study and practise honesty.  That
is an unfortunate position that the Labour
Government has plaeed this fair State of
Queensland in.  Cur national credit has
gone; and, so long as the Labour Govern-
ment remains, there appears to be no chance
of getting further finances from London.
The unfortunate part about it all is that
further money has to be raised in the future;
and if there is any bigger risk attached to
loans of the Commonwealth or of any portion
of the British Empire, it simply mcans that
we will have to pay higher rates of interest
when we get our money. We have big loans
maturing, and they have got to be remewed.
At present our loan money averages some-
thing like 4 per cent., but we will have to
renew it at a mueclf higher rate than that. T
understand that there are certain negotia-
tions going on which will stagger the hon.
gentleman leading the House. I understand
that the rate that is going to be asked is 7
per cent.

The Actixg PREMIER:

Mr. VOWLIES: The hon. gentleman heas
zot the information. He is In communica-
tion with the Premier of Queensland, and he
has inside knowledge which we have not got.

The Acting Premirr: Do you say that [
have got that information?

Mr. VOWLES. Yes. We expect thdt the
Premier of Queensland in London has Ueen
in communication with his Cabinet here, and
with the acting leader. and the hon. gentle-
men Is conversant with the whole position.

The Acring Preyxier: Do I undevstand you
to say that I have got information that will
stagper me?

Mr. VOWLES: Yoes

The AcTING PREMIER :

Mr. VOWLES: We will have to wait till
the Premier comes back to get the informa-
tion. When the Premier comes back, and he
malkes the stat to this House, or
wherever he makces it, information will he
given to us which is denied to us to- nwnt
We are told that because this money is not
made available it is necessary to go to the

Tell us all about it.

That is quite antrue.

Couv't.) For what purpose? To misrepre-
sen the position to the people?
r. Kmrwan: Not at all.
Mr. VOWLES: Anyone reading the Go-

Speech must see that there 1s a
of misrepresentation started in

Don’t you want to go to the

Mr. VOWLES: Yes, T want to go to the
country. (Government laughter.) There is
no one more anxious than T am to go te the
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country, because I want hon. gentlemen
oppoﬂte put .upon their trial, but I want the
issue to be put honestly to the people.

OrppostrioN MEMBERS: Hear, hear!
Government laughter.

Mr. VOWLES: We are told that the
Government are not going to get any further
loans from the London market until such
time as they have submitted their position to
the people. What is the position? Assume
that they get back by a narrow majority, is
that going to inspire any more confidence in
the financiers of London than there is to-
day? Have they undertaken to deal fairly
with the people in the future? I under-
stand that certain promises re made by
Mr., Theodore, and that certain suggestions
were made that his Government would be
prepared to alter their legislation if they
could get cash.

The Acrixg PreaMigr: What authority have
vou got for the statements you are making?

Mr. VOWLES: We know that the pre-
vious Queensland loan was over-subseribed.
At that time Mr. Ryan, who was a past
master in the art of oulum the people, told
the people in London—1I think it was on the
occasion of a banquet—he said that the
Queensland Government did not know what
repudiation or confiscation meant.

Hear, hear!

and

NT MEMBERS :

GovER?
Mr. VOWLES: As a result of that, and
also as the result of a certain compact he
made with the insurance companies and
shipping companies, the money was made
available to him. But when he came back
home the whole of his promises were not
carried out by his Cabinet. In face of the
fact that his Government was not supposed
to know what repudiation or confiscation
meant, they lnthGllOud a measure which was
a confiscatory measure nd placed it on the
tatute-book.  Hon, members in the Upper
and on this side of the House told
the Government what the inevitable result of
that legi on would be. To my mind, the
way that that legislation was introduced was
underhand. thy swamped the Upper House
for the ompobe of wui:tmq confiscatory legis-
fation on our statute- book. And now we
h:;ve to carry the burden. Not
[6.30 p.m.] only was that legislation con-
fiscatory, but it was actually
retrospective. It went back as far as six
vears, and penalised people in some cases
who for those six vears were not even the
owners of the property on which they have
now been assessed.  In the face of that,
where  foreign  money—£fnglish  money,
although we may call it foxemn as being
fOlOIDH to Australia—where oulside money
. how can we expect the busi-
ness community of Great Britain to turn
ound and lend more money to us if we will
not treat honourably the owners of the funds
invested in those properties? It was anti-
ipated by no i an organ than the “ Daily
Standard” that Mr. Theodore wouid have
difficulty . in getting money. e is not the
only onc who has been refused. The Com-
monwealth iteelf has been refused.

So we are all right?

House

1

The AcTiNG PREMIER :

Mr. VOWLES

My, FIARTLEY :
repudiation.

Mr. VOWLES:
had something to

Victoria was also refused.
And they did not do any

Probably the delegation
do with it? Were they

Mr. Vowles. |
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the cause of the Commonwealth or Victoria
or New South Wales not getting it?

The Acting PrEMIER: Then our credit is
all right?

Mr. VOWLES: I do not know whether it
is, but we will say that when we are told
what we have in the Treasury, and what
we expect to get in the future. The ¢ Daily
Standard ” on the 30th July last, says—

“ Before people make up thcn‘ minds
that the Philp-Cowley-Walsh delegation
had any substantial ‘effect in wrecking
the Premier’s financial mission to
London it would be well to keep in view
how other States and the Commonwealth
are faring in their monetary transac-
tions. We have heard very little of what
has happened to those fragile negotia-
tions for the 1epa\rment of Australia’s
unpaid war debt of necar Iy £42,000,000
to Britain. Yet Mr, Watt’s trip to Lom-
don was claimed by the Federal Govern-
ment to be so urgent that it was userl
to stave off a crisis in the House of
Representatives, when the Country party
hud the appearance of 1oeaning business.

¢ Scemir Ly that £42,600,000 matter
awalts full adjustment. The New
oan of £2.0060,000 at 5} per
cent. was so poorly subscrib»d on the
London market that half of it wa b
in the hands of the underwriters. For
an emergency loan of £2,000,000 to over-
come drought distress, the New Socurh
Wales ¢ Nutional’ Government  just
before the recent elections made arrange-
ments for placing it in the State, so htt
dld the London prospects attract them.
‘Now comes Victoria’s experience,
Which has been that in a loan of
£2,725.000 in that State the banks had
to take £2.069,000, the public only sub

still

South Wales

soribing £606.000. < The fact must not
be ovqloowd that the banks are in-

terested in maistaining the Stato’s e JL,
and that thn: could ha rdly  ai i
allow the loan to be a failur But the
banks cannot go on for « taloviy up
the belavess of under-=ulseribed lowns
comments one of the Tory Mell Thourne

On that admission the Victorian
vwas raised by what is in effect com-
pulsion, becsuse the banks felt it neces-
sary to avoid the impression geifing
abroad that the State’s modit wes bad.
It further admitted that ‘the State loan
was riof nearly so successful as expected,’
and that Victoria shouid be *cautious
about borrowing and bold with its
cconomics.” 1t ]:o offers  the gleomy
p" diction that ¢ 3r. Theodore will face

norimous difficulties when he attempts to
raise a loan for Queensland wirkin the
State.

“ But what else ro
dore to do if the To

dailie
loan

ains for My, Theo-
verned Victoria

has to borro= becauze London
ks temporarily at least, shut off the
supply ¥ The Commonwealth affected

the success of the Victorian loan by its
new ‘pltaﬂﬂ’ cffort of £825,000,000. Its
suspended  £42,000.000 in London doubr
less unfavourably affected Quesnsland’s
chances of getting that £9,000.000, just
as it helped to bring about the slump in
the New South Wales Toan of £2.609,000.

-

On cleser examination of the Anancial
po:ltlon, it would seem that the Tory
delegation  was micrelr another straw

added to the last that ‘broke the camel’s

[Mr, Vowles.
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back, but at the same time their anti-
Queensland malignity should not be for-
gotten.”
Mr. DUNSTAN :
that bribe.
Mr. VOWLES: Again, on the Tth August,
the * Daily Standard’”’ says—
““On the pastoral investment and finan-
cial side the consequences have been far-

They do not know about

reaching. They will go farther than the
notorious trio and their ¢ National’ party
accomplices expected. The ¢ National’

delegation hoped to spoil the proposals
of the Queensland Government for finan-
cial  assistance. Their  expectation
apparently has been  realised.  The
London market at present is in the most
difficult position for borrowers that it
has ever veached since the substantial
gettlement of Australia. But any faiut
ohancc of the success of Mr. Theodore’s
mission was crushed by this atrocious
attempt of the ‘ National' party to trans.
fer the arena of our political contests to

Britain.”
There is an admis by the rccognised
authority of the present roment  that
anv faint chance of success Mr. Theodore

had only was affected, that meney was very

tight, and that he had a very, vers remote
chance of getting it.  Yet hon. meibers

turn round and sav that the delegation which
went home—as they were pesfectly entitled
to do as British subjects—when they and
their class were not receiving fair play such
as they should reccive in any British com-
munity—that the delegation shich went to
the highest authority and p.n‘ their case to
the British Government are the whole cause
of the trouble. And if the truth wwas told
b them—all that had to be told was that
the Government had carried cut le gix]ation
they have been warned against hecause 1t was
fleecing the people—if that truth was told,
can the Government complain?

An HoxotraBLE MEMSER: And you repudi-
ate them herause ther told the truth

Mr. VO\VLES: 1 am not concerned abowut
them because thev told the trurh, bnt the
Labour Governrient says, in the Bueeen here,
that those three individuals mizrepresented
the real position so far as that legisiation
is ¢oncerned.

The ActiNg Pri
present; they lleu.

Mr. VOWLES

o)

J1vR : They did not misre-
Tt they lied, will tie hon
member give us the lies they told?

The Acrmve PreEMER: I will,

Mr., VOWLES: I will hold the hon. gen-
tleman to that statement.
The ACTING PREMIER:

the hustings.
Mr. VOWLES
hedges. He says that irregular
taken place, and he is not pre arod to sup-
port his statements in this House. When he is
challenged, he immediately hedges, as usual.
(umeln ont interjections.) Assuming that
what the Lieutenant-Governsr says 1n  his
Speech is correct. assuming that this misre-
presentation took place, T ask—what was our
Premier doing? Was he not on the spot?
What was our Agent-General, Hunter,
the man who was conversant with all the
inside rununings of the Umcmm“nt and its
intention domi3 Why did not Mr. Theo-
dore tmn 1ound and represent the true facts T

will show wou on

Imn meinber
things have

Theve the

=



Supply.

Mr.

gatherings

Theodore was present at certain public
before his departure from the
old country. He made certain statements.
He was very careful for a start, but he
showed his teeth and his vindictiveness after-

wards. When he was cornered he showed his
spleen.
My, Duxstan : He stood up for Queensland,

which is more than you could do.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
member has exhausted the time allowed to
him by the Standing Orders.

The Acrixg Premier: Not even a good
electioneering speech !

Mr. Vowres: ILet us hear yours.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Oxzley): 1 have
carvefully studied the Specch of the Lieu-
tenant-Governor, which was presented to us
yesterday, and it is somewhat remarkable
that the question which was pre-eminent in
the minds of all those who listened to it was
studiously and carcfully avoided-—that is to
say, the whole of the destinies of Queensland
are wrapped up in the question of finance.
Yet, if one studies the Speech from end to
end, ons finds that the subject Is absolutely
and entircly sidetracked, ewcept in regard
to one phase of it, in which a torrent of
abuss is poured out on certain gentlemen
who have gone to England and who have
no more to do with the Government or the
Opposition in Queensland than I have to do
with the Labour party at the present moment.

Mr., Kinwan: Great Scott!

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: It is just as well
to pail this question once and for all. If
the Government think they are going fo

make snr capital out of the Opposition or
bring into their fold any casual voters by
try to tic on to the Opposition the delc-

h has gone to Bngland, I can
from the outset that they arve
disappointient. because there is
of the Opposition—there is not
=ny scction of the Opposition,
d be right at saying at this
aot just as condemnatory of
as the Gov ernment themselves
: nt laughter) from
the eries of the hon. rnr‘mbuu opp osite, we

gat
tell them
doomed

not a membor
wewmhbe

underst from their laughter, just what
stress tJ,{\: e on  these
matters.  We can e rstand  howr
these eries ure going t> be poured ocut on

back

the hus s in order to bring them

to power for a further term of three - ,
I vepoat r‘x'u wo inemhber of this OppoA
sition o organisation associated with
this Oppesition—and I have a ve intimate
knowledes  of the situation—has anything
whatever =ith that delegation,
and nation of that dele-
i great from the Opposition

as it is fromr the Government. I

oo further snd say this: That there

arc cortain gentlemen cccupving the front
Government benches at this present moment
who know olutely as well as I do that
that Is truwe, In faet, T will go so far
as to say that e n of those gentlemen

were p"\cml in_touch with certain facts which

confirm what I say in every respect, but it
does not par them' to disclose it.

The ring PreaMter: You had  better
name them.

Myr. ELPHINSTONE: It does not pay
them to acknowledge that at the present
moment. They are absolutely bereft of any
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plank on which to go to the country. There-
fore, they have decided that, before this
question gets Cold before the people forget
this delegation : “We must go to the country
nnmodlate]v We must alter our prohibi-
tion compact so as to place two issues before
the people on one day. We must strike while
the iron is hot. We are absolutely bankrupt
of any policy, but we must strike the people
through their passions, just as at the last
election  we struck them through their
stomachs.”  That is the position to-day, and
it is just as well to make it quite elear and
let these gentlemen know once for all that
the Opposition on the hustings are going to
take up evactly the same attitude as the
Government—that is to sav, both sections
of the Opposition.

The HowE SECRETARY : Both sections of the
Gpposition?

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : T quite agree with
{}n Home Semetarv that it is necessary to
“ hoth sections” under. existing circum-
nces, but I say this so that those gentle-
men can alter their mode of attack, so that
the v frame their platform and their
policy so as not to m with c11<a13p01nt-
ment—that, instead of heing opposing forees
on this particular question, we arve going to
be at one. So we may as well draw their
teeth in that regard at* once,

In my opinion, as I have alveady pointed
out, the whole immediate question is one of
That 1 dominating the situation at
the present moment: znd anyone of us who
burks this question, anyone of us who fails to
point out to the country the serious position
of the finanees  of Quoml Jond  and  the
Commonwealth in general, would be failing
in his duty It easy to prepare
window-dressing paraphernalia such as we
see helore us, in which all kinds of further

benefits and  doles are promised to the
pcoplc but the time has come when the
advisers and the representatives of the people
of 1 should face the whole situa-

tion on fho T of finance. Tt is no use

oUr posing f-governing Doeminion. It
i3 IO use our 1111&5111!175" that we conducet our
own aflsirs whe whenever o question of

we hive got to go to the

{ face our task-

: Y & mif-govcyning
Domiszion unless we can control our own

aqices apy more than I, as 2 business man,
conduct mv business as I want to if I
have to go cap in hand and ask my bank

¢ for an overdrafl And it is no
i od overdraft if
od my obligations to him.
the mneozition of the Government at
present moment,  Not only arc they

,_.q
=]
=

wee My
T have

tependent on Great Britain for their finances,
hut also that

1
g0

dependency is subject to the
of Queensland; and
se they have placed thMISC‘,lVQS in the
ion of failling to cnjoy the confidence
at home, instead of setting their
house in order by removing from the statute-
hock any of those pieces of cbjectiorable

name ,H(J( h()ﬂ")u'i’

lation, they are retaliating by saying,
are going to make these pcople pay
have dared to remonstrate with us for

roducivg repudiztory legislation.” Diffi-
cult «s the subject mav bhe, I purpose in
the time ut my dispcsal to point out the
true position of the finances of Queensland
and Australia gencrally. It is a fact that
there are few criticicers or debaters who
can talk on this subject, because figures ave

Mr. Blphinstone.]
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dry; but, nevertheless, I am going to do
my best, ‘humble as it may be, to show the
position "of Australia, because at the present
moment everything depends on finance—and

nobody knows that better than the gentlemen
uccupying the Government benches of the
present time.

A GoverNMENT MEMBER interjected.

Mr, ELPHINSTONE: I have already
stated that I hold no brief for the delegation.
I condemn it just as strongly as does the
hon, gentleman who has interjected. I think
it is an abomination for any section of the
community to interfere with the governing
propensities of a country or with its credit.
As T stated in the earlier stages of my speech,
I am quite sure the leader of the Opposition
and the leader of the Nationalist section are
just as condemnatory of that action as I am
myself.

GOVERNMENT Oh, no!

Myr. ELPHINSTONE: Let us understand
that right here, because it is no good wasting
time and raising the passions of the people
on that particular guestion. I want to point
out that the public debt of Quecnsland at
the present time is approximately £70,000,000,
and that the Quecnsiand share of the Com-
monwealth debts approximately mav be cal-
culated to amount to £55,000,000; so the
total indebtedness of this State—Federal and
SLato~1~ £125,000,000, equivalent to £172 peor
head of the l)umlahon It is as well that
we should dwell upon this question and
understand its true significance. No less a
sum than £125,000, 000 is owed by %omﬁthmg
like 700,000 people in this State. One serious
point ab ut the indebtedness, as far as this
State is concerned, is that of this £70,000,050
no less than £27,000,000 falls due for wdomp-

LIEMBERS :

tlon within the rext six years, There is
2,500,000 due in 1922, £13,000,000 duc in
1924, and £11,780,000 due in 1926, Approxi-

mately, £827,0660,000 has to be redeemed. In
1916 we abandoned the wusual method of
financial caution by postponing the Sinking
Fund, so that any question of redeeming
those loans has disappeared in its entirety,
and all we can do is to ask for a renewal.

Mr. Swive: There never a  proper
Sinking Fund.

Mr. ELPTI\ST\JNP : Another extra-
ordinary festure sbout the present situation,
and cne of those many things upon which
the Labour Government have to congratulate
themselves, is that between 1914 aund 1922
there h\s bncn no loan 1edo;npt101 in
Queensland. ¥ is a piece of gocd fortune

. upon which the Aabow Government should
congratulate  themselves, The 1sst loan
redomption which this State had to face was

that in My, Denham’s time, when £11,750,000
: 1 at & redemption interest of

45 per cent. Thiv Government have not had

to face that situation; their only trouble has
been spendi: apd 1t is mmdcrful the way
they have achieved notoriety in that regard.

was

Another joint which we, as the legislators
i (fu@en Jand. must consider is the extra-
ordinavy position as applied to this Siate in

qutlf\D to the amount of loan money which
iz heid m Australia. I am going to read

this + which is vastly entertaining and
edn!‘at}o or every £100 of public debt
South Australia has £46 odd held in Aus-
tralia and :J53 odd held in Londen. In
-

terin there is £15 odd held in Australia
and £8&4 odd held in London. In Tasmania
there is £35 odi! held in Australia and £63

[j}/r, Llphinstone.
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odd held in London. In New South Wales
there is £30 odd held in Australia and £69
odd held in London. In Western Australia
there is £28 odd held in Awustralia and £71
odd held in London. Now we come to
Qucensland. Here there is £19 odd held in
Australia and £80 odd held in ILondon,
which shows how absolutely dependent this
State is upon the goodwill of the London
financiers. We go and sacrifice all that—
throw it to the winds—by adopting repudia-
tory legislation which we on this side of the
House at all times have condemned. We
have gone out of our way to try and show
the Government the fallacy of the policy they
were adopting and the effect which 1t was
going to have. If anvone cares to turn to
past speeches made on this repudiatory Bill
ill see that timue and time again every
saker from the Opposition pointed out to
the Government the cffect that this was going
to have. But the Government, in their over-
powering wisdom, knew better; they con-
gratulated themselves on possessin 1z all the
knowledge—all the wisdom. But those who
had some small knowledge of Great Britain
and the Stock Exchange and the fAnancial
markets knew quite well that repudiatory
legislation was going to bring about the
catastrophe with which the Labour Govern-
ment are faced at the present moment.

The Active Premizr: You know very well
that vour leader was in the Ministry that
brought in the same Bill. Cabinct approves
of every Bill that comes down here.

Hear,

CoveErNyeNT MEVBERS : hear !

Mpe. ELPHINSTONE: Desling with that
particular phase of it, this Opposition has
nothiug to de with the actions of the Denham
Government years ego. 1 will say that
where the Denham Government showed their
wisdom and their =ense was in withdrawing
u mocsure which was found to be objection-
ab!

ane,

The Actixng Previgr: All the Ministers
agrsed with it, otherwize it would not have
come down there. They had a deputation
from the pastoralists.

Mr. BLPHINSTONE: We honestly and
sinear tried to induce the Government to
withdraw that repudiatory legislation just as,
apparently, attempts were made successfully
to cause the Denham Government to with-
draw it. The cffcct of their having changed
their minds and withdrawn i’c is evidence
that thay had a mind to chang Tt showed
their 18e; 1t showed thelr bmad vision in
this matter. The present Government stand
cendemned in their claim that they possessed
all the wisdom of the world in this matter.
They snupped their fingers af the arguments
va tried to put before them, with the result
hat we see them bankrupt in cvery regard
the it moment. I want to pursue
my oriti of tm finauces and to say that
the only course left open to this GO\ mnhent
or any other (1(;\ ernment which LJ.ao“ in
their feotsteps in the next five or six 5@'115,
renewal of those leans. We know
cuite well that that is going to entuil another

ie the

half a million of interest on the taxpayers
of Quecnsland, Twentr-five per cent. of our
at the present moment goes in the

revenue
pavn rost on loams. When this
1 025,000,000 comes up for renewal it means—
it ho present signs are to be believed at all—
that an extra helfomillion ]‘Ja to be placed
upen the taxpa 1 interest for the redemp-
tion of exis If this money had

ing loans.
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been invested in remunerative directions, if
the enterprises in which these loans are
sunk were reproductive, the situation would
not be half so appalling. We know quite
well that the great bulk of this money is
invested in directions which do not even pay
the interest upon the money, and therefore
the taxpayer has to be called upon to malke
it up by direct taxation.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER :
are they?

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : I would remind the
hon. gentleman that two-thirds of our public
debt 1s invested in the railways, and the
last time we had the opportunity of seeing
the Auditor-General’s report it was shown
that the £43,000,000 odd invested in the
railways was producing only 13s. 9d. per
cent., whereas in rcality it was costing the
taxpayers something like 4 per cent. The
nearest opportunity we have at the moment
of knowing what is the position of the rail-
ways is to refer to the Lieutenant-Governor’s
Speech, at page 614, of the ‘‘ Quecnsland
Government Gazette,” where we read these
remarks—

“ The railway revenue for the year
1919-1920 was £4,960,150, showing an
incvease of £964,099. The net revenue
aiso increased from £291,297 in 1918-1219
to £636,758 in 1919-1820.”

Taking those figures on a comparative basis,
thev show exactly what I {forecasted when
criticising the railway figures last year—that
the defieit on the railways this year is going
to exceed £1,000,000.

The Acting PREMIER: No.

ir. ELPHINSTON I will stand by
that, anyway. It will be found that we have
to face a further deficit of £1,000.000 on
the railways for the current year. That is
an answer to the hon. gentleman who inter-
jected asking where is this moner going.
It is bfmrr wasted on these enterprises which
are bemf» run at a low#s,  Two-thirds of that
debt snmwa a loss to the taxpayers of
£1,400,000 last vear and a further £71,000,000
this vear. I would like to comment further
upon the absolute lack of appreciation of
the position as exemplified by the action of
the Government during the past year. We
have had the phenomenal expenditure of
something like £5,070,000 from loan money.
The Treasurer, speaking at Townsville, tried
to find solace and comfort from the fac
that this £5.000,000 went only as far as
£2.500.009 before the war. That is perfectly
true. Put there is a very significant corol-
tary, and that is that, although that £5,000.000
ooes only as far as £2.500.000 went before
the wwar. he failed to point out to his
audienca that it 1s cesting us 50 per cent.
more than £5.000,000 did hefore the war.
Bo. if vou carry his argument to its natural
conchizion. vou will find the nosition is a
mos=t appalling one; and anyv person in charee
of the finances of a State of this deseription
who can continue spending loan money at
1 hat rate, knowing those cireumstances, shows

& absolute dis ng'm‘d for the future of the
qfnfo That has been evidenced ever since
this Government came into power.

The Acrivg PreviER: That is a grotesque
exaggeration,

Mr. BLPHINSTONE:
a fow minutes with this proposal of the
Government with regard to the additional
£9.000.000 which Mr. Theodore cndeavoured
to raise in Great Britain. I dare sav when

‘What directions

I want to deal for
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the truth is known regarding it we shall
find that that £9,000,000 was not refused to
Queensland. The view I hold is that it
was offered to Queensland, or placed at our

disposal, at a certain interest which the
Government were not prepared to face. They
have forgotten or, at any rate, they have

not realised the fact that money is becoming
tremendously scarce; that Mr. Theodore
approached the London market at a most
inopportune time when everybody else was
demanding money, and consequently the price
that he was called upon to pay was one
which caused him to stagger. In my opinion
that is going to be one of the finest lessons
Queensland could have had. T already have
said I hold no brief whatever for that
delegation. I had nothing whatever to do
with it. The Treasurer pOSSIblv might get
a little comfort or solace from what I am
saving: That thi or, if not refusal,
the conditions attaching to this £8,000,000
which have caused the Government to turn
it down—may be one of the finest lessons
Cueensland ever had. Whether it is this
Government or a new Government which
returns to power, the lesson is a salutary
one. and cne which has to be learned : That
it is time we set about looking after our
own finances; 1} is time that we apmeclated
the fact, like the business man does, that we
have to finance our own husiness; it is time
that we thought of the cost w hen' embarking
upon somne of these enterprises; and when
we are setbing out to borrow a further
£9.000,000 from Great Britain we have to
understand that that £9,000,000 was proposed
to L2 invested in railways, steel works, road-
making, and so on.
(Sitting suspended from 6 p.m. to T p.m.)
Mr. ELPHINSTONE : At the tea adjourn-
ment I was endeavouring to point oub that
the Government ‘La\'e been making attempts
during the past fow months—if they are cor-
1901"*" reported—to raise £9,000.000 of money
with the object of building further railways,
of erecting steel works, construct-

[T pm.] ing roads, and other such pur-
poscx. W 1th a view fo impressing
on the House the financial aspect of the

inatter, I want to say that had ther suc-
cecded in securing that loan it would have
mesnt that that £9,000,000 weuld have been
unproductive for at least five years,

Mr. BrexNax: Ridiculous!

My, FLPHINSTONE: M
his business knowledge, ¢ Ridiculous.”
T weuld like te ask him how he conceives to
crect o steel works and get it yunning in
less than five years? I would also like to
ask him what rvailwavs—particularly of the
type of the railway to the Upper Burnett—
if established, could possibly be productive
in iess than five vears? Once more I say
that £9.000,000 ¢f money w ou]d a most in its
entirety be a drag on the taxpaver for five
years at least,

The SzorEmiry ror Pusnic
W *le you advise the constru
railways ?

Mr, ELPHINSTCONE: My vicw regard-
ing railways has been given more than once.
and it is t}‘cu the poh(’v cof this Government,
and of any incoming Government, should be
to finish the North Coast lina the Bowen
coalfields line, the Longreach to Winton line,
and then close down absolutely and entirely
on railway constriction work, so that these
lines could be made to pay. because if we
are going on building lines to distant parts
of Queensland, with only a handful of people

M. Elphinstone. ]

friend, with all
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to serve, it is perfectly obvious that the
railway system will become an increasing
burden on the taxpayer; and from evidences
one sees from the speeches of hon. members
upposite, it seems that certain of them are
coming to that opinion. I contend that if
that £9 000,000 had been secured and spent
in the dircction indicated, it would have
been a drain—or the interest on that money
would have becn a drain—on the taxpayers

for at least five years, which would mean
another £550,000 added to the burden of
taxation. What would the position have

been with the renewal of the loans, which has
to bo faced in the next six years, amounting
to some £27,000,000, which, as I have already
pointed out, would have been an increased
burden of £500,000 a year on the taxpaver:
snd with the interest’ on this uuproductive
loan to the extent of £9,000.000 as proposed,
amounting to another £500,000 a year, it
would mew n that a further £1,000,000 has to
be imposceil on the existing taxpayers. What
is the effeci of that going to be? These
gentlemen occupying the Government benches
are contivually deeeiving tremselves into
inking that the cost of living is due to
p)oﬁ onx“nf' or to any other reason but the

The 8r RETARY FOR AGRICULTURE interjecte
ELPHINSTONE: I want to ask the
2inister for Agriculture what is the right
one.  Surely a gentlemsn  occupying  his

dtion should know it without my telling
I The nc n regarding the cost of

is that we have so much interference
private onfc 1‘71}\0 so much taxation
2 uron a Ul handful of taxpayers
who_happen to be the pradacers, that these
produsers are doing exactly what anyone else
could do—passing it on to the consumer,
with the result f‘ﬂ’c the corsunier pays more
for the commoditics which he require: for
his evers Those are two of the
main 1 t of living is what
it :\ to da vid hefore, the ongct
t the cos
of living ing up, and iz bound to go up,
until these gcntlemon awaken and face the
sitnation in the proper manner.

"

s ¢

Tha pesition with regard to the BState at
the present mome is that it bears twice

the amonnt of taxation Ma* any other State
in the Commionwealth bears, and the taxation
is alw fonr tivies evea t\) in Ql censland than
thr' leasd codd SBtate of the Commonwealth.
as it stands at present, but what it
ome with we renewals to be faced,
v Governmment had besn suceessful n
this laroe lazn, it is almost difficult
i The pestion would have 1

been

believe the total taxpayers in
smmbar something like 26,000—
idful of people. They hear all the
i and the move vou 1mpo<n
mora lnans we set free
taxation, the more ageravating

Quecnsian
Tvst a he
burden

ion hecomes. It 1s all very well to
=3¢ haits when puttmrr the loans
ke people, and say, “ This loun is

be free of

. State taxation,” but
Cthoe vesult?

It shwaply means vou are

from *he realm of taxation all these
sums  of mnionev., which makes the
tion all the more intolerable for the

aver. It has already been explained in
s House that in 1914 the taxation upon the
naople of Quecnsland ameunted to £1 8s. 2d.
ver head of the population. Last vear it
amounted to £4 14s. 3d., and what it iz going

{Mr. Elphinstone.
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to be in years to come if this Government
continue to hold the reins of office—with that
total indifference to the financial aspect of the
matter and absolute disregard of the economic
situation—it is difficult to imagine.

We must also consider the Commonwealth
phase of the matter, because our financial
position in Queensland, as a State, is wrapped
up with the Commonwealth’s position. The
Commonwealth 1s accumulating debts in dis-
harge of their war obligations amounting
to cclossal figures: and it will be, perhaps,
as well to remind hon. members that within
the next five vears the Commonwealth has
to redeem something like £120,000.000. 1In
addition to this they are floating loans at
present; £25.000,000 is on the market to-day,
and 6 per cent. is being offered, free from

State taxation. This means a staggering
burden upon the few taxpayers. These tax-
payers arc really the leaders of industry—

the men who make production possible—the
men who make employment possible—and
the bigger the burden and the more you
interfere th production, then the more
vou encourage or aggravate the cvil of
uncmployment.

It scems to me that these financiers in
Tondon who have made the position of the
Government what they—ihe Government—
consider intolerable, but what I cousider
to be, perhaps, the wisest thing that ever
took place—these gentlemen. a couple of
whom probably know as much about finance
as the \"1010 lot of us put togdhcA‘bolong-
ing as they do to a country which has demou-
strated in mo uncortain manner the wayv ta
face its war obligations, a country tha® has
produced Budgets receuntly which are a per-
fect cye-opener to smaller nations, as to
what can he done £ linence

in the matter of
—appreciate that we In Queensland have

bein too much dependent on cverseas for
our loans, and they think. in ail kindnoss
and mﬂ('oufv that 1% is time same lesson

was shown to a State like Quoensland. I

de not sar Queensland o only Sta«te to
which that lesson should app beecavse the

State of New South Wales i=s pradeally

drifting into the same p-xition: hut  the

sson has to be applied. Tt is st oas T
pointed ot p'"m',omlv when man in
business begins to, perhaps, go els 7, his
means, and his bank manager calls him np.
We know how that is resent and ho"' the
man  thinks the hank mana is possibly
excecding his duties. but we also know later

that the advice and a(**mn of ”m manager
have been for thar man’s ultimate good. It
is exactly the same position v"‘lt‘n regard te
the Governmen: fo-day.  The financiers of
Great Britain have controlled the financial
situation from the pomt of view of over-
drafts and loans, and, mxtnnd of these gen-
tlemeon resenting what has token place, they
should be glad than this lesson has been
brought home to them.

The SRCRETARY FOR AGRICULTTRE: You are
rather pleas with the result of the dele-
gation,

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : If the member who
is interjecting had Leen in his seat earlier
I would have heard that I have condemned
in cvery regard that delegation to ILondon.
But I sav I do not attribute the faiiure of
2r. Theodore’s loan to the action of that
d'ﬂomrmn From the reports of the finan-
cial papers in London it is quite obvious
tha;* this has been coming for quite a time,
and if hon. members opposite had cared to
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listen to some advice given by the Opposi-

tion they would have known that it must.

come. Instead of hon. gentlemen opposite
being mad at the result, and vengeful as to
what they intend to do, they should accept
it as a lesson which all of us possibly need.

The question then comes, ¢ What is
Queensland going to do?” We have scen
nothing in the Speech of the Lieutenant-
Governor to indicate what are their inten-
tions regarding the financial situation in
Quecnsland.  We know that their develop-
mental work, which, of course, is their enc
means of absorbing unemployment and hold-
ing office, depends in its entirety upon the
raising of large sums of money. This has
been stopped, and we know quite well that
the coming election has been brought about
simply to divert attention from the chaotic
state of affairs which the failure of this loan
brought about. Hven if this Goverament
were returned to power, what could it do
to altsr the situation? The remedy, in my
judgment, is very clear and simple. Instead
of the State undertaking these obligations
and thinking .that it is its prerogative to
undertake all the industrial development of
Queensland, it should hand over that obliga-
tion and that development to private enter-
prise, which is the proper method of
developing the State.

The MINISTER FOR ACGRICULTURE interjected.

My, ELPHINSTONE: It is pathetic to
hear the parrot-cry of our friend the Minister
for Agriculture.  His onc refuge is State
insurance, and I cannot imagine a more
wealk coutention, because any line of business
where a Government stops in and makes a
wonopoly and forces & man to come and deal
vith them, if they cannot make a success of
that business, 1 certainly think that Govern-
ment bereft of all Minsterial intelligence.
The point is that the State is endeavouring
to take to itself obligations of the natural
developments of the State or the natural
inclinations of business men. Ther are endea-
vouring to absorb all the industrial develop-
ment of the State of Queenslaud. They have
driven the private cmployers out of business,

and th have determined to exterminats
tha capitalistic system. They are now suffer-
ing frem the r of that method of doing

busmess.  As I said previously in this Housn,
every Labour Government is bankrupt in
financial balance. It takes three years for a
Labour Government to introduce all its fanci-
ful and attractive pieces of legislation: con-
sequently, they naturally get returned for
another term. That js because they make

the people of the State believe that all
their troubles are over, that there is no

need to work any more, and that the State
will keep them and do everything for them.
It makes the people believe that there is
no need for them to exervcise their intelligence
or to develop the State in anvy way. As the
next three years go by, we see the natural
consequence of such Jegislation. I do not
blame hon. gentlemen opposite for what they
have done, because it is simply the svstem
they have been working under. It is simply
the principles that they have been trying
te inculeate. They have been preaching the
millennium to the people and have been prac-
tising idle dreams, and they are now up
against it financially like everyvone is who
endeavours to run his business in that way.
1 say once more that the present position,
financially and industrially, is largely attri-
butable to the Government assuming trading

[19 August.]
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responsibilities which do nct belong to any
Government, but to the private individuals of
the State. It is time that they ceased teach-
ing this doctrine of socialism and the doctrine
of idealism; but instead they should encour-
age private enterprise and encourage the
pionecring instinet in order to bring the
State back to its proper position. 1 sin-
cerely hope that the Government will
take these things to heart and not in the
vindictive spirit which is displayed in the
Lieutenant-Governor’s Speech, and possibly
in the specches of the less responsible
Ministers. If they do, they will see in it a
salutary lesson for their benefit and for the
berefit of Queensland.

* Mr. GUNN (Carnarvon) @ I take this oppor.
tunity of speaking on this question because,
from what I can wunderstand from the
Lieutenant-Governor’s Speech, I may ncver
have another opportunity of addressing this
House, It appears to me that we are going
to the country very shortly, and I do not
intend to ask my electors to elect me again.
So this may be the last chance that I will
have of addressing the House,

Hon. W. H. Barnes: No
more missed than you.

Mr., GUNN: It is very nice for the hon.
member to say so, but I think there is just
as good fish 1n the sea as was ever tokoen
out of it.

Hon. W. H. Bagxrs: I venture to say that
myw statement is the general feeling of the
Houze,

Ne.

man will he

GTU'NNM: I wish to congratulate the
hon. member for Oxler on the excellent
speech he hes just delivered, His sentiments
ave mine right from the beginning to the
end., I hope that that speech will be read
frequently outside by the electors, so that
they may understand the financial position,
The whole system of governument is bound
up, more or less, by finance. The hon.
gentleman who leads this House 1S$ued a
pamphlet some time ago, when he said that
finance was the test of Governments. That
is the only natural way to test a Govern-
ment—by its financial deeds.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: Who signed that
pamphlet ?

Mr. GUNN: Tt was signed by Mr. Fihelly
and Mr. Thecdore. The finance of this Go-
vernment reminds me a good deal of the
Robin Hood finance, or of the old bush-
ranging style of finance. Over fifty years
ago the so-called bushrangers prevailed in
many parts of Australia, and this was the
method they adopted. They would stick up
anybody who happened to have monwy or
goods and take their property away from
them and give it to the poor peoople. They
took from the rich and gave to the poor,
and, consequently, they swere very popular
amongst the poor people. That sort of
finance is all very well for bushrangers, but
when it is brought into the Government of
a country like this you will find that people
who have moneyr are unduly taxed, and when
their momney is unduly commandeered they
do not try to make any more money. That
sort of thing has the result of making people
take their money out of the State. It is also
a lesson to the people at the other end of
the world not to come here. I have a
nephew who is employed in an architect’s
office in Brisbane, and I know that they have
received plans of three business places to

Mr. Gunn.]
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be erected in the suburbs of Brisbane to carry
on manufacturing. The plans are from
Southern businesses who wish to open
branches in Brisbane, but orders have been
given not to call for tenders until they see
which way the elections are going. (Govern-
n;em Jaughter.) They have been told that if
the Labour party gets in again these busi-
nesses are not to be gone on with in
Gueensland. I had a young man at my
grazing farm the other day, a man who won
great distinction during the war. ¥is father
has a considerable amount of mones to
invest. This young man has been going
round the world to see where to invest his
morney, and while he was at my place he was
reading the tables showing the different
amounts of income tax he would have to pay,
both State and Federal. When he saw he
would have to pay such large sums of money
Jked me if 1t was correct, and I said,
>

. CarTER: More stinking fish.

Mrpr. GUNN: He said that after reading
the extreme taxes that he would have to pay
uld not invest his money or his

money in Queensland. In fact, he
No Qucensland for me.”

Cartrr: He is better out of it.

Mr. GUNN: There are others just the
same who want to invest their money out of
Queensiand.

Mr. KirwaN: The old gag—money flying
out of the State. There is more moncy
invested in Queensland to-day than ever
there was before.

M= r‘U\\ There is a friend of mine in
the Ar gentine st the present time, who is
m<pccmw properties with a view to inv esting
his moncy t‘lmn. I know that that moneyr is
going to leave Queensland.

Mr. Bruxwax: When he is dead ho cannot
take it with him. (Laughter.)

GUNN: That is another matter. The
British investor objects to the high death duty
that he has got to pay. Atthe present time, the
death duty 18 so high in Queensland that thore
is bardly anything to leave to the children.
have had too many T)li"nl‘IQ who have

M r.

=T

.

on taught in the Labour schaol. \I]
‘Iuhnmx Tmade a great mistake with his
financing of New South Wales, as he spent
too much money, both lean money and
otherwise.  When he changed his political
views, and went over to the National side,
he «1d not get 13 of the habit of spending

morey. Mr. Hughes, the Prime Minister of
the Commonwealth, is the same. Ie is also
bitten with the discase of financial indisposi-
tion.
Mr. BRENNAN:
the delegation?
Mr. GUNN

What is your opinion about

I will tell you later on.

Mr. WaitrorD : Tell us who financed
them.
AMr. GUN The Speech read to us by the

Licutenant-Governor the other day is the
poorest Speech I ever hecard in this House.
((ﬂ,\'mmnem dissent.) There is nothing in if

at all. It is all propaganda work. It is
something like reading the references and
1‘amphlnt5 that come out with goanna salve.

(Laughter.) It is just about as good as that.
}ulsmw about this great udegdtlon T notice
that th» Labour party take their orders prin-
cipally from the Trades Hall Council. Our
Labour party in this House ounly have the

(Mr. Gunn.
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privilege of pufting a rubber stamp on what
is done in ancther place. I have here some
extracts from the ‘ Daily Standard’ in con-
nection with the Townsville convention. In
the issue of 28th June, 1920, there is an
article over the signature of “Jack (ade.”

Now, Jack Cade is the nom de plume of the
“Standard ”’: it is the * Standard’ that is
speaking, and not Jack Cade at all.

Mr. Kmwax:
looking at you.
Mr. GUNN: This is what it says with
reference to the Townsville convention—
“In the final analysis the Labour con-
vention is the growing force of Labour
in polities; 1t Is the master’s voice that,
for good or 11, directzs and comlols thv
workers’ political machine.”

He might be in the gallery

At the Townsville convention, Mr. Demaine
is also reported to have said—

“If  money or credit cannot be
obtained without the community being
bled whiter by extortionate interest-
mongers, then there is only left the
method of inercased taxation. We must
have money, and thore who through the
protecticn of the State have made large

profits and fortunes must provide it—
(Fear, hear !l)—increased income tax on
Jarge incomez and confiscatory death
duties should be resorted to. (Hear,
hear)”

Who is going to invest money in Australia
from abroad if all they make is to be taken
from them? Then Mr. Demaine also said—

“QOur Labour Government has done
something fairly substantial on these
T »
lines,

I should think it h
“Thae capital

enod  as never
Administration.”

s. (Langhter.)
sts’ interests arve threat-
before by the Labour

Goveryaent MewBErs: Hear, hear! and
laughter.

Mr. GUNXN: Then 2Alr. Demaine also
saldA

¢ Russia, which was held to be a dark
and hopeless nation, has shown the way

and ]'ghted a torch whose flame will
spread throughout the world. (Hear,
hear 1)”
Is that the way to go and ask th money-
lenders when you advocate the repudiation
of debts, and advocate confiszatory death
duties and all soris of other things? When

vou were advocating taxing the money away
from these people, and mbl\mg them of their
money ab the same time, Mr. Theodore was
in London asking the London financiers to
advance money. [Jo not you think that was
injuring the credit of Queensland far more
than any delegation?

Mr. GiLpay: Did the delegation keep you
well posted up?

Mr., GUXNN: The “Standard” kept me
well posted up. 1 have another extract here
from a union congress held in Brisbane, and

>

reported in the *‘ Standard” of the 24th
August, 1918, 1t says—
“Mr.  Moroney moved, and DMr.

MecLury seconded, in favour of repudia-
tion of war debts. Mr. Wallace remem-
bered that the Vietorian Railway Union
passed a similar resolution, and they
brought down a heavy hand on them; he
was expecting some excitement on this

5 Hec was sorry that the Queens-
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Jand Railway Union had not risen to the
occasion. He intended to support the
motion.”

That motion was debated very fully, but the
convention got rather afraid of it and never

came to a division on it. SHill,
[7.35 p.m.] there it was. He advocated
) repudiation of the public debt.
One gentleman said, “ No, we will not repudi-
ate the debt. We will repudiate the interest
on it.” Well, I do not sec the difference.
Then, again, “Jack Cade” writes in the
“ Standard 7 of 26th December, 1918, just
about the same time—

“ A good many things hesides thrones,
crowns, and such like are in the melting-

-+ pot to-day and included in the conglo-
meration of traditious policies, moralities,
and obligations that are thus stewing in
the fiery crucible of the world’s revolution
is undoubtedly the whole question of
repayment of so-called national debts.”

That is what “ The Daily Standard” says.
T could rexd a great many more extracts in
which freom time to time Labour supporters
and Labour papcrs have advocated repudia-
tion of public debts. Is that any encourage-
ment to the London financiers to advance
money? I notice that not so very long ago,
before it got into the habit of blaming this
delegaticn for cverything, the ‘° Standard”
printed a leading article on the failure of
the Quecensland loan. On 30th July an
article, which pointed out that other States
had fared no better than GQuecnsland, wound
up as follows:~—

“ On closer cxamination of the financial
position it would seem that the Tory
delegation was merely  another straw
adderd to the last that broke ithe camel’s
back, but at the same timpz their anti-
Queensland  malignity  should mnot be
forgotten.”

So that even the “ Standard” then did not
blame the delegation, It was only later
on, when it was thought it would be nice
window-dressing for an election, that they
thought of doing so. These are some of the
references that have been made to money-
lenders: “Ilands Offi—Shylock’s Impudence,”
“ Arrogance—ZLondon  Capitalists’  Front,”
“ Fiendish and Devilish,” “Those Devilish
Political Bagracen.”” Well, when you want to
k a man to lend you money, do you call
him such names as those? Whatever those
men who went to London may be, they are
honcurable men, gentlemen who have been
connected with finance all their lives more
or less. They are respected by the people
who lend monev from the other end of the
world, and they did not go theve to decry
their own State. Of course, T do not know
what they said, but if they did say anything
they said that the Queensland Government
was not fit to govern Queensland, and I quite
agree with them.

Mr, WHITFORD : What did you pay to send
them home?

Mr. GUNN: I know that nobody on this
side of the FHouse paid anything to send
them home. I know that neitner the
Nationalist Association nor the People’s
Progressive Union subscribed one penny to
send those men to London.

Now, the present Acting Premier once
caid that finance is the test of Government.
I see that last year the expenditure out of
revenue was £11,266,809, that out of loan
was £4,797,864, and that from trust funds

[19 AvucusT.]
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£3,076,704, or a total of £19,141,477, equal
to £27 per head of the population of QYueens-
land, £54 per head of the adult population
and £162 per family of six persons. JE
course, we got a lot of it back again—but
I suppose we spent about five or six millions
more than we received. Nevertheless, after
spending all that money we have unemployed,

and the Government have to start relief
It is a deplorable position.
g WHITFORD : You would have
retrenched.
Mr. GUNN: There is no retrenchment
ahout that.
Mr. Wumrorp: There would have been,
though.

Mr. GUNN: I find that “ Xnibbs” gives
the public debt of Queensland for 1919 as
£6,581,121, and since then there has been
added £4,797,864, or a total at the present
time of £70,378,985.

Mry. WHITFORD : Incurred by past Govern-
ments.

Mr. GUNN: When this Govornment came
into power it was £56,869,040.

Mr. WHITFORD: "And what did they do
for it?

Mr. GUNN: They did a lot more than
you did. The Labour party have added
during their term £13,509,939. It comes to
this—that the public debt per head in the
last year of the Denham (Government was
£82, and during the last financial year that
we know anything about of this Government
it was £100, or an increase of £18. The
publiz debt for each father and mother and
four children was £492 in 1915 and now it is
£600. Is that not a deplorable siate of
affairs? Then, again, when the Government
brought out a Financial Statement the other
day showing a surplus, a coocked surplas——

My, KIRWAN:
Cook 7
“ Mr. GUNN: No, worse than Joe Cook.
It was cooked, because I find the revenue
for July was £45925 and the cxpenditure
£132,360, or a deficit of £86,435. If vou
take the vear’s surplus of £26,833 from that,
you find that for the thirteen months we
had a deficit of £59,602. What sort of book-
keeping is that? And, as the hon. member
for Oxley said, all there renewals that ave
coming forward are very serious. In Mr
Denham’s time he had to mest renewals of
loans amocunting to £11,728,800. Fortunately
for this great financing Government no
loans had to be renewed when they came
into power; whereas New South Wales had
to renew £29,000,000, Victoria £21,000,000,

Are you referring to Joe

South  Australia  £10,000,000, 'Tasmania
£2,000,000, and Western Australia, where
another spendthrift Xabour Government

drove that State on the financial rocks, only
£800,000. The sad part of it is that during
the next few wvears we have to find for
renewals £27,102,384, and it is quite likely
that the interest will be 6 per cent. any
way, and an increase from # per cent. to 6
per cent. means another extra £542,000 per
annum, equal to a dsbt of another
£13,500,000, for which we are getting not
a pound to spend. To me it is a deplorable
state of affairs.

Then we must remember how well these
heaven-born financiers have managed the
Railway Department. Five years ago our
Railway Department paid interest; now it

Mr. Gunn.]
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pays practically nothing. The loss last year
was $£1.421,328, and at that time we had
5,612 miles of lallways, or a loss per mile of
£253, and when the interest is incrcased it
will be ever so much more than that. The
Government have a Public Works Com-
mission going all round the country advocat-
ing the building of more railways. We can-
not have too many railways, but we must
have our railways nearer a pavmg basis than
they are now. We are committing financial
suicide in building railways when we are
losing on every mile we build as much as
that. It would be far better if railways
were pulled up instead of put down. If that
is a sample of how the Government can
manage the railways, the sooner we get back
to privately-ov red railways the better. Other
parts of the world—Canada and the United
States of Amocrica and Great Britain—were
developed by private enterprise, and I notice
that the railways that were taken over by
the Government of Great Britain during the
war showed losses of millions of pounds. In
America thera was the same thing, and they
were glad to hand them back.

My, Switi: Do you know that 16s. per
wock was the average wage in Great Britain
before the war? Do you advocste a rcturn
to that?

Myr. GUNN: I know that the men on our
privately-owned tramways are just as well
treated as—far better treated than our
Government cmployees. They are satisfied,
and the ftrams arc paving dividends; but so
soon as the Government take them over there
will be a lcss, and the men will be dis-
satisfied. Ilere is a quotation from
“Hansard > of 1812, page 2488, in which the
present Minister in charge of the House
said—

“IIe hoped the Minister had taken
into consideration the stringency of the
money market, because he thought there
was too much of the spendthrift, happy-
go-lucky policy in the department.
Loans in the past had been obtained too
casily. Revenus had been good, and the
G\]\rllfl]’lullt had taken little trouble with
regard to expenditure. He hoped the
Minister would not plunge the country
into chaos as far as the Railway Depart-
ment was concerned. The increase had
been cnormous since 1904-5, and it was
good business provided the work done
in opening up the country warranted
the expenditure, but he hoped the depart-
ment would not run amuck as far as the
finances were concerned.”

The member for North Brisbane said if he
were put on a Royal Commission he could
show where they could save a quarter of a
million pounds. IIc was placed on a Royal
Cemmission, and he brought in a report as
big as a church. The heaven-born Minister
who =aid what I have read, after getting
control of the railways, drove the department
into a financial bog. The National or Liberal
Government, when they were in power, were
not afraid of sacking a hand, because they
were not depending on his vote. The present
Government dare not discharge this or that
man fov fear he will record his vote against
them at the next poll. That is the trouble
in all the Government enterprises. There is
so much Government patronage that it is not
government by the frce people of Queensland,
but by the public servants. Then I notice
that in 1912, according to ‘‘ Flansard,” page

[Mr. Gunn.
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1348, Mr. Fihelly, on the Financial State-
ment, said—

“We have come to a prefty pass
indeed when the person directing the
destinics of the State does not know
where to stop. To-morrow, or the day
after, he might be compelled to save,
and only for the rains he would have
been COalGUQd to save rccently, and if
he does not know where to apply the
pruning-knife it is time that we removed
him and put someone in his place who

does Lknow.’
Then, again, he issued a pamphlet to the
clectors of Queensland asking them to turn
cut this horrible Denham Government. This
pamphlet stated it was “ Compiled by E. G.
Theodore and J. A. Fihelly for the Cam-
paign Committee of the Queensland Labour
Party.” I will read only a few extracts.
The Acrtixg Premizr: Read the lot, it is
all good stuff.

Mr. GUNN:
says—

“ But finance in the home is different
from national finance only in the magni-
tude of the latter,

““ If the breadwinner earns £3 per week
and spends £4 per week he is on the
way to insolvency.

“If a man borrows £5, pays back £7
to the money-lender in intervest, and still
owes £8 for the original £5 bououed
he is a fool. L\'o1y man and woman
will admit so much.

“ When the principle is applied to
public borrowing no one seems to notice
that the same rule should hold good.”

I would not mind doing that.

down he savs—

“Toans may be wvery necceszary for
reproductive works, but is 1t any wonder
that our debt amounts to £52,000,000;
that our debt per head of the population
is over £807”

Well, these hcaven-sent financiers got into

power, and they raised the debt from

£52,000.000 to £70.000,000 and per head of
population from £80 to £100. This pamphlet
goes on to say—

“Do you know that a man and wife

933

and family of four owe £4907
They did then; but they now owe £600. It
goes on—

“ Do vou know that a man who has a
wife and family of four pays £18 in
interest on loans every year, which means
7s. per week? Don’t you think the
system should be altered 7’

This is the way in which they altered it—

Lower

instead of paying £18 per year they have
to par £24 per year for interest.  Con-
tinuing, it says—

““ Just ponder on the awful stupidity
of a policy that permits of our receiving
about eleven millions of money, paying
back in interest sixteen and a-half mil-
lions, and still owing just about twelve
millions! That is the sort of Liberal
finance that caused the great bank smash
of 93, Will you alter these impossible
conditions ?

“ That is Liberal finance. What do
you think about it? Could you conduct
your own private affairs on such a
lnglculous basis and have any respect
eft ?
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“Does a business man take a loan
from a banker in the same way? Is it

the sort of finance that young Queensland
and young Australia stand for?

“ Perhaps you now see why finance is
supposed to be a very abstruse question.
It would not do for the average man and
woman to imagine for a moment that
they could comprehend its subtleties and
unravel its mysteries, They might find
that there are not any mysteries at all.

“For instance, in one loan connected
with a certain Australia State not a
thousand miles from Queensland, an item

appeared for cab hire, £207. Is that
instructive 7’
“"That was a Liberal Government in New

South Wales. What about the motor-cars in
‘Queensland run by the Government? Thou-
sands of pounds were spent on motor-cars in
Queensland when this Government came into
power. Then it says—

“ Is not the present an opportune time
to wipe out for ever the Liberalism which
is responsible for this calamitous con-
dition of things? Mr. Denham’s Ministry
and their predecessors are the responsible
parties. On their Liberal shoulders rests
the blame.”

They blamed the Liberal Goverument for the
conditions that prevailed in those days. When
they came into power they abolished the
Sinking Fund which was then c¢stablished.
It amounted to the same thing as the action
¢f the drunkard who gives his child the
maney-box for the mother and others to drop
their pennies in. All at once he gets into
financial distress, breaks open the child’s
money-box, and steals the savings. They
stolo the Sinking Fund we had established.
Then this be aut iful documsnt winds up in
this way—

“ Finance is the basis of government;
it is also the test of Governments., Apply
it to the financial records of the two
parties who are now before you,”

I rotice there has been a great cry made
in the Lieutenant-Governor’s Spoech regard-
ing the wonderful profits the graziers or
pastoralists have been making. Ilad it not
been for the wool and the meat which have
been exportad from Queensland, there would
have been nothing with which to pay the
interest on the national debt. I find that
the increase between 1914 and the present
time—on wool, meat, and that class of stuff
sold Dby graziers—amounts to about 50 per
cent,  The State income tox during that
time has increased by about 450 per cent.
There was no Federal tax in 1914, but now
the Federal is equal to the State tax, so
that the p%stoml industry is bearing an
inereased tsx of 900 per cent. In addition
to that, there is the Federal lcascholders’
tax and the Queensland land tax; so that, if
the pastoralists obtained more for their pro-
duce since the war started, the Government
have received nine times as much as the
pastoralists. Then we are always told “about
the beacon bright and fair that we are to
follow—the Belshevik. When our Acting
Premier came back from England some time
ago, this was what the  Standard” said on
11th August, 1919:—
‘“ Referring to his experience in
Burope, he says, ‘It was instructive in
regard to Russia. Perhaps the greatest

man in the world to-day was Lenin.
(Applause.) He commenced his adminis-
1920—¢

[19 AvcusT.]

Supply. 81

tration under difficulties, but given a fair
chance, at the end of a year or a year
and a-half, he «ertainly would have
proved to the world that his original
methods would be successful.”

His original method was confiscation.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
member has exhausted the time allowed him
by the Standing Orders.

Mr. SMITH (Mackay): It "is rather
interesting to note the attitude of the various
sections of the Opposition towards what is
now known as the Philp Delegation. The
leader of the Opposition, or that section of
it having the larger number, stated that his
party had nothing to do with the sending
of that delegation. Later on the deputy
leader of the remnant of the Nationalist
party, claiming to speak for his little coterie,
also disassociated himself with that delega-
tion. Now it is well known that if members
of the Opposition, by whatever name they
are known, were to lose the support of
certain interests and certain powerful influ-
ences outside Parliament they would never
have any chance of attaining to the Treasury
benches. We know there are powerful
interests operating in Queensland who are
opposed to the Labour party and the Labour
platform. Those interests are prepared to
go to any length if by so doing they can
secure the defeat of Labour and regain con-

trol of the machinery of government. This
delegation was horn under rather curious
circumstances. We often hear references

by our opponents to the caucus meeting in
secret, to a secret junta sitting at the Trades
Hall, and so on. The first intimation the
general public rececived of this delegation
was a notice in the DPress stating that a mect-
ing had been held in Brisbane representative
of large commercial, pastoral, and financial
interests, and they had decided to send a
delegation comprising Sir Robert Philp, Sir
Alfred Cowley, and Mr. J. J. Walsh to
England for certain purposes, The names
of the men who were present at that meeting
have not yvet been revealed to the publie.
The intercsts represented, or where they held
the meeting, has not been made public, and
our opponenis claim to disassociate them-
selves from' them. The hon. member for
Dalby read a lengthy document which pur-
ported to show that his party at lcast were
prepared to make their protest in an official
and constitutional way. Those things are
all very well on the face of it, but we know
that these people always act in two direc-
tions. There is their official action, the
action which they are prepared to stand up
to in public, and then there is their system
of propaganda carried on by their hirelings
secretly, and with whom they can disassoci-
ate themselves at anv time. The hon. member
for Oxley, in referring to the matter, stated
that no members of his party were respon-
sible for it It is a well-known fact that the
recently elected chairman of his party was
present at that conference held in Brisbane.
I refer to Mr. Cribb. Tt is well known that
the President of the National party was pre-
sent at that gathering and played a very
large part in bringing the delegation about.

We know that our opponents have been
attacking the Labour Government with
regard to our financial policy. They have
an army of organisers throughout the State
who have done everything in their power to
disturb the public mind regardmg the safety
of the finances of Queensland. We also know

Mr. Smath.}
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that members of the party opposite were
responsible for organising a “run” on the
. . 3 S 5
State Ravings Bank., We also
g

8 p.m.] know that during the recent by-
d . = h
clection our opponentsﬁamongst

whom as the member for

thmurrh thut electorate doing O\’Cl\thlnff in
their power to disgust the minds of the
people against the s‘mbility of the finances
of thie State. They have an army of can-
vassers gaing about *f whispering,” as it were,
the suitable lie, according to the individual
with whom they happen to be speaking for
the time being. Some of them call them-
sclves the ““Country party’—the shreds and
patches who are left of the Nationalist party
hang on officially to that name; but they
should be designated as *“ The Whisperers
party.” Who are the members of this dele
gation? They are the remnants of a political
party that has long since been hurled into
oblivion by the people of Quecnsland. Siv
Robert Philp was ddfeated at the poll in
1915. Sir Alfred Cowley is known us one of
the greatest opponents of our ¢ White
Australia’® policy at the time of the deporia-
tion of the kanakas. He was the greatest
advocate in his time in North Queensland of
coloured labour in the sugar industry, and
evory attempt was made scientifically by our
opponents to prepare the ground for that
delegation—the wofficial communication fof
members of the Opposition, the official com-
munication of members of the Legislative
Council, seeking to show that there was
some basis for the statements which the dele-
gation later on would make. An article
which appeared in the ‘ National Review,”

written by T. D. Chataway—another man
long since hurled into political oblivion—
also prepares the ground by seeking to lead
the people to believe that Queensland is on
the verge of revolution, and that barricades
are about to be erected in the streets of
Brisbane. It was part of a well-conceived
and cunningly carried-out policy of the
opponents of Labour in this State. They
know that all reforms are dependent
upon the ability of a Government to finance
those reforms, that devc]opmental work is
urgently required in Queensland, because,
in accordance with the Labour Government's
policy, railways are being built, and require
to be built, into the remote districts of the
State, so that land settlement can be encour-
aged and increased wealth production brought
about. The same thing applies to the hous-
ing schemes, and so on. Members of the
Opposition and their supporters recognised
that, if they, by taking direct action during
the last session of the present Parliament,
could withhold the necessary money from this
Government, they had a chance of win-
ning at the poll. What dces it mean if the
country is denied loan funds? They antici-
pated the closing down of railway construc-
tion; they anticipated that there would be no
more monsy available for building homes
under the Workers’ Homes Act. that the
Government would have no money to assist
local authorities in their developmental work,
and that a state of uncmploym:nt and
general business stagnation would be brought
about. That is the state of affairs which
those who devised this policy desire. When
they went to London they induced the oppo-
nents of Labour, who are the financiers in
that country, to come to thelr assistance;
they asked them. as it were, to indulge in a
sympathetic strike, I have no doubt that
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they assured the financiers of London that,
by the withholding of loan funds, the Queens-
land Labour (Government would be defeated,
and thev would be returned to power, and
would be prepared to carry out evervthing
asked of them by the financial circles operat-
ing in London and in Australia generally.

That is the position as it appears to me,
and also the position that will appeal to the
intelligent elector of Queensland, and T feel
sure that the position is such that the electors
of Queensland will not long tolerate anyone
or any party who are prepared to stoop to
such tactics as these.  We know that in
Quesusland we have a system of government

every man and woman has a say in
government of the country of which they
are citizens; and the proper place fo ficht
out our political differences is on the floor
of Parliament House and in the clectorates
of the State. {Hear, hear!). If a Govern-
ment—-no matter by what party—act in a
way detrimental to the interests of the people
of the State, then ithe proper thing for the
opponents of that Government to do is to
organise in the electorates with a view to
sccuring the defeat of that Government in
a constitutional way. With that no one could
cavil. But we find our opponents seeking
the nassistance of the financiers of Great
Britain to take direct action against the
people of Queensland with a view to stopping
all developmental work in order to bring
about a state of unemployment greater than
any that has ever taken place, and they felt
that by so doing they would injure this
Government. The terms which have been
proposed by our opponents are such that no
man believing in citizenship at all could
support for one moment. Are the people
of this State going to submit to a political
veto held in the hands of financiers, some
‘of whom have never set foot on Australian
s0il? Are we to have control of our own
destiny, or are we going to submit to terms
dictated by the money-lenders of Great
Britain?

This is really no new thing. The practice
has been adopted before, and has been
adopted successfully in some cases. There
are other interests operating besides money-
lenders. One of the most striking features
with regard to the war is the fact that
the moneved power in the British Empire
has established itself in a much stronger
position than ever it has been Dbefore.
During that period, when they were able
to exact large prices and extort large profits
from the nceds of the people, they were
able to build up huge resources with which
at present they are consolidating their posi-
tion and endeavouring to dictate to the
people of Australia and other parts of the
British Empire. That holds good with
regard to shipping. Shipping is ex‘remely
scarce owing to the war, with the result
that those who control the steamers sailing
on the seven scas are in the position of being
able to reap huge profits out of the needs
of the people served by those ships. An
amalkgamation of several steamship lines has
taken place, known as the Inchcape Group.
Thev control practically all the shipping of
the British Empire, and they have sought
to dictate to the people of Australia what
they shall do with regard to their Wederal
line of steamers. To a certain extent they
have practically dictated to the Government
of the Commonwealth that, unless they submit
to action such as indicated by the Inchcape
Group, they in turn would isolate Australia
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so far as their shipping lines are con-
cerned. Here is a group of shipowners, the
direcrors of which, sitting in London, can
practically declare cconomic war on Australia,
which did so much for the Empire during
the war. It is also well known that many
of the Commonwealth vessels at the present
time, while they are able to get cargo from
Australia to Great Britain and Furope, come
hack largely in baliast. That is due to the
fact that if merchants ship their goods to
Australia  with a Federal steamer, an
embargo is placed on them with regard to
their cxports te any other part of the world.
That is to sav, we will assume that a
merchant in Manchester has goods to export
to South America, South Africa, India, and
Australia: if he gives his goods for Australia
to the Commonwealth line of steamars, then
the Inchcape Group places an increased rate
on the shipment of his goods to other parts
of the world., The rcsult is that he-—not
being in business for the good of his health—
decides to consign all his cargo by the
Inchcape Group rather than submit to-the
increased freight charges. Those are the
methods emploved by the Inchcape Group,
but it is hoped that the pecple of Australia
will not stand any dictation of that kind,
and that the fleet which we own is only the
beginning of a very large fleet which will
supply in the future all the needs of the
people of the Commonwealth.

We have another large combination—
perhaps the largest combination operating
in Australia—that is the Colonial Sugar
Refining Company. To-day the Acting Pre-
mier tabled certain papers relative to the
purchase of the Queensland sugar crop. I
wish to deal with that to-night, not at any
great length, but to make some comments
and show why influences were at work.
We know that this Government have done
more for the Queensland sugar industry,
have done more to establish it on a sound
basis, than any of our predecessors have
done—(Hear, hear!}—and they took early
steps with a view to securing an increased
price for the Queensland sugar crop with a
view to benefiting the miller, the grower,
and the worker in that industry. (Hear,
hear!) A conference was first held in Bris-
bane convened by the Minister for Agricul-
ture. That conference later on went to
Melbourne, and meetings of those interested
in the matter were held from time to time
in consultation with the Government of the
Commonwealth. Mr. Theodore (our Pre-
mier), Mr. Gillies (the Minister for Agricul-
ture), and represehtatives of those engaged in
the sugar industry took part in that con-
ference. A tentative agreement was drawn
up, subject, of course, to the approval of the
Commonwealith Parliament. Mr. Theodore
left Australia, on his mission to Great Britain,
thinking that everything had been settled
up satisfactorily and that everything wozld
proceed without any further hitch. Buo
certain other influences were at work. We
krow that since this Government have come
into office we have improved the status of
the sugar industry by securing through the
Regulation of Sugar Cane Prices Act an
equitable distribution of the money in the
industry. (Hear, hear!) We have protected
the farmer against the rapacity in some
instances of the miller, and this company at
all times have been opposed to that legislation
and have done everything they can to violate
its letter and spirit, just as our opponents
the pastoralists opposed the TLand Act
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Amendment Bill. Tt is on record that Mr.
Knox stated that he had found a means of
evading that Act, and we also know that,
before a Select Committee appointed by
“another place.” he condemned the Bill
io overy detail.  Previously, under the
old agreement, the Commonwealth Govern-
1ent placed an embargo on this State, pro-
hibiting it from introducing any amended
ion dealing with the sugar industry
and preventing us in any way amending our
A~t. T remember moving a motion condemu-
ing the Government of the Commonwealth
for so doing. That motion was carried
in this Chamber, but it was opposed by
members opposite. They have endeavoured,
at all times, to prevent an amendment of
that Act with a view to being in their old
position of dictating to the sugar farmers
the price they shall receive for their cane
and under what conditions it shall be grown
and harvested. Owing to the activity of
our representatives—and I wish to pay a
tribute to Mr. Gillies in that reepect, because
it was to him that the chief business of
handling the agreement was left—I wish to
pay a tribute to him for the way he stood
to the interests of this Government and pro-
tected the interests of the Queensland sugar
far1111c-rs against the influences which were at
work.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. SMITH : Immediately after Mr. Theo-
dore, the Queensland Premier, had left this
State, Mr. Knox, of the Colonial Sugar
Refining Company, sent the following wire
to the Prime Minister of Australia, Mr.
Hughes, dated 11th March, 1920:—

“ Prime Minister, Melbourne.
“Ex Sydney.

“ Throughout meeting on Tuesday I
sat silent while the details of the con-
ference agreement were being discussed
for two reasons—namely, that we had
no hand in framing such agresment; and,
secondly, because of your insistence that
the Commonwealth would, through the
council, keep a controlling hand on any
action taken in Queensland which would
unfairly  affect  private millowners.
It was impossible for me to follow the
exact wording of the amendments agreed
to, and now the statement submitted to
Parliament makes it clear that the
council will exercise no control over the
amendment of the Cane Prices Act unless
possible in suggesting alterations. Had
this been even suggested on Tuesday
evening, I would have said definitely
that the company could not regard as
in any way binding an agreement which
permitted drastic changes to be made in
the Cane Prices Act on the vote of the
chairman of the board administering that
Act. You will see, on referring to the
conference report, that the conference
over which he is to preside is to consist
of six canegrowers and six members of
the Australian Sugar Producers’ Associa-
tion. Even if the latter were all mill-
owners, the council would be dominated
by the Queensland Government’s nominee,
who has throughout administered the
Act to undue advantage of growers and
embarrassment of millowners, it being
the confessed aim of Queensland Govern-
ment to extinguish private owners (any).
My company has always refused to seek

Mr. Smith.]
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‘Sugar Refining Company,

membership in the association because
this body must include growers. More-
over, outside company there are a few
independent millowners, and most of
them are concerned in cultivation as well
as manufacture,

* Memorandum as published must be
rcoalded as completely surrendering to
the Queensland Government the control
of the affairs of independent millowners
after the season of 1920; therefore, hope
position will be corrected by making
your intention quite clear at end last
paragraph report of proceeding—that
amendments must be subject confirmation
by your Government.

‘“ We regard it as essential in our rela-
tions with Commonwealth that so long
as we are acting in capacity of their
agents we shall be protected against
fresh attacks by any State.

“ Epwarp W. Kwox,
¢ General Manager,
“Colonial Sugar Refining Company.”’

Mr. WHITFORD :
producers now?

Mr. SMITH: This is the big financial
company existing in Australia to-day who
have evaded the spirit and letter of the
Regulation of Sugar Cane Prices Act, who
have openly avowed their intention of so
doing, and who have exerted to the full
sconomic pressure to force their suppliers to

Where are the primary

,accept any conditions of payment which that

company dictates, This corporation goes to
the Commonwealth Government and demands
that the Government of the Commonwealth
and the Nationalist party Government take
action in a certain direction. This company
asks the Government of the Commonwealth
to prevent the Government of Queensland
from introducing any legislation having for
its purpose the further protection of the
sugar farmer. Let us sce for a moment how
this was rveceived by the Nationalist Govern-
ment in the Commonwealth. It will be
noticed that the matter was held up for a

considerable time. Corr&pondonce pﬂssed
bhetween the Minister for and
the Government of the Comn and

in  June the Minister for D‘Piculture
reccived a copy of a proposed sugar agree-
ment amended in a certain direction. The
essential point to remember is that men
representing the sugar farmer, men repre-
senting the sugar miller, with the Govern-
nient of Quoenblaud and the Qovernment of
the Commonwealth alzo represented, came to a
certsin understanding in Sydney. They came
to a certain agreement that the price would
be £30 6s. 8d.. and the conference represent-
ing certain interests would have power to
suggest amended legislation. Immediately
this conference dispersed, thinking every-
thing wa« scttled, Mr. Knox, of the Colonial
gets to work; and
later on Senator Russell, a member of the
Commonwealth Government, acting for Mr.
Hughes, alters the agreement, and asks Mr.
Gillies to sign that agreement, which con-
tained this amendment

“ That this Government will only secek
to give legislative effect to the recom-
mendations of the conference (consist-
ing of six U.C.G.A. growers and six
A.8.P.A. growers, with the chairman of
the Central Sugar Cane Prices Board
as chairman) as may be acceptable to

{Mr. Smath,
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both Governments, or such modification
thereof as may be mutually agreed upon.”

Here we find the Government of the Com-
monwealth, at the behest of the large sugar
monopoly, seeking to make further condi-
tions and to impose a further embargo on
the Giovernment of this State in its desire to
assist 1ts farmers,

The SECRETARY #OR AGRICULTURE: Askinx
us to give up our constitutional rights.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Knox, of the Colonial
Sugar Refining Company, demands from Mr.
Hughes that there shall be no amendment of
the Sugar Cane Prices Act unless agreed to
by him. What does that mean? It means
simply that Mr. Knox knows that so long as
the Nationalist party is in power in “the
Commonwealth, so long as any fresh legisla-
tion is subject to thdt Government’s veto,
then the vested interest of that financial cor-
poration will be amply protected. It is
pleasing to say that we have in Queensland a
Government who were not prepared to so
reedily surrender their sovereign rights. We
had a Minister conducting the affairs of
this sugar agreement who understood the
position fully, and realised the necessity of
preserving the agreement intact as originally
arrived at. The result was that Queensland
emphatically refused to sign any agreement
or to surrender any of her sovercign rights.

GoveRNMENT MeMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. SMITIH: I use this illustration to
prove that it is a common method on the
part of financial corporations to ne ulti-
mata to Governments controlled by the
Nationalist party. Ther know that it is
essential to rhelr interests, and ecssential to
the preservation of their pu\;le“re‘, that they
shall have the whole control of machinery of
government, It is only when the Iabour
party came to the Treasury benches that the
pecple’s rights were protected and the privi-
le ryd class put in their proper place. T have
given evidcuce of the dCtl\lt\' of the (olonial
Sugar Refining Company with regard to the

suger industry. I have shown “where the
Natienalict party are prepared to do every-
thing desired by such a corporation. I have

referred to the Incheape Gioupn demanding
that the Cominonwealth of Australia shall
abanden their rights to carry on shipping in
Australia, or transport on the Ausiralian

coast; and I have shown where this delega-
tion was conceived in the minds of our
o‘)ponﬁnt: The members of the Opposition

in Parliament may seck to deny it as they
wili, but we know that they owe their poli-
tical existence to secret mﬂue,l\es and to a
secret junta which meets in Brisbane, and
which sends dck\gatmm of thi= kind. The
ground was well prepared by the resolution
which the hon member for Dall yy read ous
this afternoon. It was prepared by srticles
such as 1 have referred to from the pen of
ex-Senator Chataway. The intention was to
take «irect action against Queensland, to
financially boveott Queensland with a view
to bringing about a crisis of unemployment,
with all the suffering it brings in its train.

The S:CRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: A finan-
cial blockade.
Mr. SMITH : This party have no desire to

retain office on such terms. We will go to
the electors on the platiorm which everyone
can understand, and which ecveryone can
receive a copy of. We desire to legislate in
the interests of the people as a whole with a
view to improving the conditions operating
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in Queensland. We will not at any time
submit to dictation by corporations such as
this. I feel sure that when the electors in
the various parts of the State get to realise
the truc facts of the position, and are
confronted with the ultimatum of the finan-
cial cmpomnom backed by our opponents
on the other side of the House, they will
decide to stand by this Government, and
stand by this pdl‘t}‘, and support us as the
people’s party, necamo we are prepared to
legislate for the people as a whole.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
{8.30 p.m.]
Mr. JAMES (Logan): These matters,

financial matters such as those with which
Queensland is faced, should be dealt with
in & broad manner and not from the stand-
point of political prejudice, no matter what
side the House we may be on. In this case
we are faced with the very extraordinary
spectacle of a Government which has a
majority in beth Houses of Parliament,
which recently had obtained in the Legula-
tive Council a_majority for the first time
in the period during which they have occu-
pied the Ministerial benches, afraid to carry
out the policy on which they were elected——

Mr. WaitrorD: Did you carry out the
policy you preached in the Domain?

Mr. JAMES: Afraid to carry out the
policy which they are supposed to put into
operation in Queen:.land because they see a
golden opportunity as it appears to their
minds——

Mr. WHITroRD : Your poliey is your pocket,
T think.

Mr. JAMES: An opportunity to run the
country to a hurricane election on a war-
cry that has really very little basis in actual
fact. 1 am not alone in taking the view
that the GO\ ernment arc really taking up a
position which cannot be maintained from
the standpoint of sound, concrete politics,
because the present Parliament has a con-
siderable time to run yet, and, as far as I
can sec, if the Government had’ proceeded in
a wtnfmton fashion up to date and con-
tinued to do, they could run to the end
of their term. instcad of making confession
of absolute failure and that they have not
the courage to go on, because of the results
of their administration and legislation of the
past. The ““ Standard” takes precisely the
view I take. On Friday, 13th August, an
editorial begins—

““ At least three other Australian States
are worse off, financially, than Queens-
land. and in regard to all of them they
are in the same boat in having to depend
on local resources, the rescrve financial
fat of their communities.”

The Actine PreMIER: In talking about
courage, are you referring to the people of
the Logan or to the Government?

Mr. JAMES: T am referring to the lack
of courage on the part of the Government,
with a majority in both Houses, which takes
up the position that it would rathor risk an
election, in the hope of coming back here
and muddlmg through somehow for three
years, than carry on, because they know that
if they waited until the end of the next six
months the result would be that they could
not possibly get back to the Ministerial
benches.

The Actixe PrEMIER: Do. you know that
you were elected to support that Government?
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Mr. JAMES: I was, and to represent the
people of the Logan, There are two principies
in representation in Parliament. There i-
the representative’s primary duty to his
electors, and then vou have a secondary duty
to a party. I found that I could no longer
support that party, and, in justice to the
electors who elected me, T took the stand I
did, and I am going to contest that issue in
a very short time, T think, with results that
will be a considerable surprise to members
opposite.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER :
do 1t before?

Mr., JAMES: T did not do it some time
ago for the <1mple reason that by continu-
ing ])101)dgdﬂda in the Logan, by e\phmmg
the position more fully, rhc clectors would
have a clearer ungelstdndmg of the case
and the results would be even more emphatic
than they would have been at that time.
The ‘““Standard,” in the first part of the
paragraph which I have read, has shown
that other States than Queensland are in a
worse financial position, and yet they are
not running to the electors in ‘order to dis-
guise failure. On the contrary, they are
going through the ordinary course and faclng
the situation in the manner in which it
should be faced. In this further statement—
that the other States are in the same boat—
there 1is practically a denial by the
“ Standard,” which is the organ of the
Government party, of the assertion that the
failure to get money is simply the result of
the delegatlon which went to England from
here on thelr own responsibility. The article
proceeds—

“ Therefore, in considering this session’s
work and the advisabili ty of an early
election, the Government and political
Labour party can let financial matters
weigh too greatly., There is a goldem
opportunity before the due date of next
election to give the people long-expected
and very valuable democratic legislation,
to put the people in their box seat so
far as political and municipal powers
are concerned, instead of the T.egislative
Jouncil and the rate-paving class, as
under the Tory régime. To let it pass
may be to lose it.”

There is the “ Standard’s’ review of the
position, but the Government who charge me
with heving changed party—which is per-
fectly correct—are trying to avoid that con-
clusion. Tt is true that I have changed
party. I realise that many Government sup-
porters. probably some of the Cabinet them-
selves, have lost faith in that policy although
the * Standard” has not. but the politicians
who Thave had practical experience of
administration and ‘enl lation have lost faith
in it. whereas the ‘“Standard.”” which has
not had practical experience in Parliament,
still goes on ledlllan the drecams of the
past. I might say that I have been in the
past congratulated by members now support-
ing the Government on attitudes I have
taken slightly contrary to the platform of
the Labour party.

GoverxmeNT MEMBERS: On being a rat?

Mr. JAMES: When I came back from
LEngland over a year ago I made a speech
in' which I eriticised the nationalisation
policy,- and several members congratulated
me and said that they were not thinking too
much of this nationalisation business,

Mr. Grepsox: Congratulation on being &
“rat™?

Why didn’t you

- JTames.]
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Mr. JAMES: I consider that the Govern-
ment are showing cowardice and lack of
confidence in their policy by rushing to the
electors. It is poss<ible that. with a sufficient
amount of monoy being spent on the election
and with clection cries to gull the people
into taking a wrong view of the position,
they may succeed in their object, but I do
not think in this case there is any chance of
that being so. I thoroughly expect that at
the general election that is coming they will
be defeated, in order that Queensland ma»
be in the future put upon a sound tegislative
and administrative footing, In the Licu-
tenant-(Yovernor’s Speech, to which I have
reforred, a great ucal is made of the cry that
the elections are the result of a stand taken
by the Government. I think I would be one
of the first to resist dictation in the political
affairs of Queensland by any overseas
Government, but I notice in the Lieutenant-

Governor’s  Speech a  confession  that the
doluratlon—
‘““have not asked—they know it would

be futile to ask—the Imperial authorities

to abridge or annul our self-governing

powers——"’
which is a plain confession that, so far as
Governments abroad are concerned, there is
nothing to which exception can be taken by
this Govornmont or of which an election ery
oan be made. Tt is purely a matter of
business. The Government, in the position
of borrowers, procecded to London and there
interviewed the money-lenders, and it was
found that the sccurity in Queensland was
not sufficient to entice the investors in
England to lend the money here when they
gould do it more advantageously elsewhere.

The Actiné PrReEmigr: Do you remember

how you used to make speeches abusing the
insurance compames because they raised funds
to defeat us?

Mr. JAMES: I would OppOse any monopo-
listic company which used its monopohamc
power in order to, say, raise prices unduly.
It any case where the powers of a monopoly
are used to extort, say, higher prices than
are justified from the people, I say I would
roundly abuse them, I have never altered
my own views on that point.

The Actixe PREMIER: Do you remember
those harangues in which you pilloried the
insuranee companies?

Mr. JAMES: I would like to remind the
Acting  Premier that 1 remember many
speeches outgrown, but of which I am
not ashamed, realising that they are of an
earlfer stage of my development. I would
remind him. too, that -he might sometimes
forget some of the harangues that found a
r)hce in his earlier caveer. For instance,
there is a harangue in which the hon. gentle-
man was reported to have stated that “ he
had heard onlv rvecently an Englishman in
the Quecensland Tarliament sav, * Lord, de-

liver us from ¢ant !’ England was the home
of cant, humbug. and hypoc ”
The Actixe DPrrvirr: And you praised

that in a very wild article.

Mr. JAMES: TPossibly.
laughter.) But I am speaking
attitude you took. I believe that at that time
I was saying some very foolish things, too;
but, in order to show that the Acting Premier
has also forgotten those times, 1 would
rommd him that at a banquet at which I
was present. when he was entertaining in
a most dignified manner the Prince of Wales,

[Mr. James.

(Government
now of the
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he gave vent to some sentiments very con-
trary to those shich he expressed in the
harangue to which I have referred. TFor
instance, he said of the probable future
ﬁﬂurohead of tho fand, which he described as

“the home of cant, humbugz, and hypoerisy,”
that he was—

“ A man who, in the future, would be
well fitted and well equipped to occupy
the place now so capably held by his
father. The traditions of our race and
his race would live and inspire him
whether on sea, in civie life, in matters
of ordinary polity or political reform.”

Here is the land of cant, humbug, and
hypocrisy being held up as somothmo noble
and great in the presence of the Prlnco the
scion of royalty.

The ActiNG PREMIER:

against the Prince?

Mr. JAMES: I have nothing against the
Prince any more than the Act1n<r Premier,
who was so attentive all the time in making
so much of his company. 1 congratulate the
Acting Premisr on having changed from his
carlier views. Had a more sane policy been
pursued in the past in Quecnsland the
Government would not be in the position
of now having to forego legislation and
declare themselves pohtmally bankrupt

My. CARTER :

Mr. JAMES: We find that public expen-
diture is very large now as compared with a
few years ago, but that is not so much to
be deplored as the manner in which the loan
money has been expended. If we investigate
the manner of the expenditure of the ldrge
amount which has been raised by taxation and
loan; we find that it has been spent largely
in the duplication of industries and the
extension of the administrative functions of
the Government far beyond what they ought
to be under ordinary circumstances, For
instance, take State stations, on the figures
which were produced last session by the hon.
member for Carnarvon. We find that had
they paid ordinary taxation practically no
profits would have been left.

The Acrixe PrEMIER: Absolutely wrong.

Mr. JAMES: That is perfectly correct.
If the Acting Premier desires the exact
figures, they can aiways be forthcoming. For
instance, those ﬁ*ules showed an estimated
profit for that year of £43,000. The
State income tax on that would have been
£7,000, the Federal income tax, after State
income tax had been deducted, £15,000,

What have vou got

Not mentally, like yourself.

Federal land tax £4,000, and munici-
pal rates £3,580, or a total of nearly
£30.000. Those are figures gained by an
exhaustive analysis by one of the best

accountants in Brisbane, and are thoroughly
trustworthy, because the Acting Premier
knows that none of the State enterprises pay
raxation, If a State butcher’s shop is estab-
lished in a suburb next door to a private
shop, the ])riv"m shop pavs for the upkeep
of the road in front of the State shop. There
is a good deal of taxation lost through State
enterprises paying no taxation, which means
that private citizens have to be faxed to
make it up. In other directions we find
there has been duplication of ‘industrial
functions by means of loan money, deben-
tures, and other things. We find there has’
been a huge expenditure in things which
are not reproductive—which have done people
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absolutely no good. State stations have
been showing practically no profit, for in
addition to the direct loss of taxation. the
interest payable on the debentures, by means
of which the Government sceured the State
Stations are also free of income tax. In addi-
tion to thd1L the State qtations have done
absoclutely ﬂothmrr towards reducing the cost
of meat, because the cattle have been sold
in the highest market. The third excuse for
the existence of these stations is that the
employees have better conditions than the
employees on private stations. I can remem-
ber the hon. member for Burke roundly
abusing the Government because the con-
ditions on the State stations were worse than
they were on the private stations. That
shows there is absolutely no benefit to be
gained from those State stations, and, being
u~ek‘n they should be discontinued. We find
that a great deal of other expenditure by
the Government has been equally useless. I
notice in the Licutenant-Governor’s Speech
a reference to the fish supply. It is stated
that when the trawler had had an oppor-
tunity to further investigate, no doubt better
returns might be expected. It appears to
me that before that £80,000 or so of capital
undertaken in

expenditure was connection
with the fish business some investigation
should have made to see  whether

trawling operations would be successful on
the coast. The action of the Government in
this respect, and State management of indus-
trial concerns generally, show a lack of busi-
ness management and absolute waste.

The Acrmixeé Premizr: There are two
columns of a spesch by you here in
“ Hlansard” on the fish business.

Mr. JAMES: The Acting Plenmer can
turn up old speeches of mine in which I
voiced wrong views. I could bring forth
a great many more than the Acting Premier
could in which I have given utterance to
the most idealistic views one could possibly
imagine. There was a made-to-order speech
on the Address in Reply when I was first
returned to Parliament—when I was a
supporter of the Government—when I said
what 1 was told and in the right manner
on the platitudes of the platform on which
I was elected, before I learned ‘o think
politically. It should well convince the
Acting Premier that T have at least come to
mature judgment. T really think sometimes,
from the speeches of the Acting Premier,
that he is reaching the same stage.

The Acrting PrEMIER: I think I wiil quote
your last letter to me.

Mr. JAMES : Possibly the hon. gentleman
might. The Acting Premier has a perfect
right to quote whatever he thinks fit. To
come down to small matters, we can show
why it is that the Government failed in the
proper administration of the concerns they
run, I may say this does not vefer to any
parﬁcu]m‘ Government.  In faet, T believe
the establishment of the South Johnstone mill
in its present wrong position took place before
the present Government came wto power, and
is simply an instance of the fact that sufficient
incentive to good judgment and good manage-
ment 1s not present in the esse of State
enterprises.  In the Legan the other daw
I found a man had been hrought <down
from ths North Coast to work on the rail-
ways, He was paid 2s. 7d. per day in
addition to the ordinary wage because he
was living outside his own (hcfrl(‘f while
there were men unemployed in the "district
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looking for work. That shows absolute waste.
f the figures were forthcoming which were
asked fer in a question to-day, we would
probably find that the position disclosed last
vear in connectien with the railways would
be accentuated this vear. For the financial
vear ending 30th June, 1919, we find the
number of emplovees in the Railway Depart-
ment increased by about 50 per cent. as
compared with those of 1914.
The Actixe PreEMIER @ "That is inaccurate.
My, JAMES:
here. The hon.
the questions—
1. What

I have the coxact firures
memboer for Murilla asked

is the present number of

emplovees in the Railway Department,
temporary or permanent”?
“2 What was the number on 30th

June, 19147

3 What number of effective train
miles was produced in the course of the
operations of the railways during the
year 1913-14; what was the number of
train miles produced in 1917-18 and 1818-
197”7

The Sccretary for Railways (Hon. J. A
Fihelly) replied— .
‘1. Permanent, 14,075; temporary,
1,871 construction, 3,859
“ 2, Permanent, 10.646; temporary,
2,000; construction, 2,567,
3 Train miles 1913-14, 11,346,334;
train  miles 1917-18, 10,319,694; train
miles 1918-19, 9,942,744,

That shows that, whereas in 1914 there wers
10,546 permanent employees, in 1918-19 there
were 14,075—which Is nearly a 50 per cent.
increase. There were 2,000,000 less train
miles run that year:; so that half 4s many
more men did less work and they lost over
a million on the transaction. There is
another case I found during my visit to
the Herbert. The Silkwood State sawmill,
on the North Coast construction line, was
pulled down and re-erected three times, prac-
tically no timber being cut. I understand
the manager of the mill is related to a
family of politicians, and there are various
other members of the family working there.

The Acting PREMIER: From the National-
ists or the Country party?

Mr. JAMES: The Acting Premier is
always after facts. Mr. Bertine, the manager
of the Silkwood State sawmill, is a brother-
inJaw to Mr. Riordan. Onc of his brothers
and two Riordans worked there.

The Acrixg Preuier: What  do
suggest 7

Mr., JAMES: I am merely suggesting that
those who are in close touch w 1th po;ltxmans
have a better chance of getting a job in
the nvbnc service than those who are not.

may say in this respect that if anyone
in the Log‘an comes to me who lolds a
position as State school teacher, railway
cemplozes, or anvthing clze, and says he has
besn unjustly treated or has not been pro-
moted quickly cnough, I take up the case
and do the best I can. because I recognise
it is the political szstem at the present fime;
and if T did net do that and other members
from all over Queensland did, the public
servants in the Logan would get a very
poor deal.

The AcTiNGé PrReMIER: Did
how long this brother-in-law
working there?

you

voeu fnd out
had been

Mr. James.]
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Mr., JAMES: I understand there have
been about three managers to date at the
mill, I was further informed by people in
the timber business there that that mill
was established on the site of another mill
which had been operating for twelve years
in the same district and had practically
exhausted the supply of timber. I will refer
now to the case of the Dunellan school,
situated at the city end of the Logan, where
eight classes have been held inside the school
building ever since I was returned at the
1918 election, and nine classes have been
held on the verandas without any protection
from the cold westerly winds. We sce money
invested in State enterprises which do
nobody any good; we see this duplication
of industry going on; and yet we find the
Dunellan school hung up for want of money
all these years. Now the Minister for Educa-
tion cannot see his way clear to proceed
with new accommodation. If this money had
been invested in the establishment of better
schools and in bringing our present schools
up to date, the position of the Government
at the present time might not be so disastrous
as it apnarently is. Having embarked on
State industry on wrong auvd unremunera-
tive lines, the Government find it is very
hard to stop. Tt cannot go on permanently.

Mr. WHitroRD : What have you been doing
to leave in it that state?

Mr. JAMES: T have been interviewing the
Minister for Education ever since 1918. We
have had deputations. The last time I saw
Mr. Huxham he said he would not receive
another deputation from the committee of
the Dunellan school, because he did not know
what money was coming to him. Tt was
not any lack of effort on my part. Instead
of that, a school was built in Buranda, the
only one in the electorate of the Minister for
Bducation. By leaving Dunellan in a cramped
condition, scholars might be attracted to the
Buranda school.

{9 p.n.]

The Artrxg PrewiER: Did not Mr. Ryan
lcok after vour electorate during that time?

My, JAMES: Mr. Rran lookea after it
for a certain time, and I am very grateful
to him for the good work he did for the
electorate while I was away. This policy of
socialism by moeans of nationalisation, which
is unsound and unscientific, was endorsed at
the Townsville conference. because it was
proposed to amend the fighting platform
regarding State sugar refineries and mills,
smelting works, sawmills, flourmills, freezing
works, and iron and steel works by including
State tanneries, boot factories, and woollen
mills.  So, evidently, the party have made
up their minds to proceed until the whole of
their platform is put into effect. We find
that all countries are not in the same disas-
trous position as Queensland is. The
Governments of other countries are not giv-
ing up the ghost politically; they are not
afraid to face a difficult period which might
be followed by an election. In Canada, for
instance, they have resolved to prosecute a
policy of no more loans. The Brisbane
¢ Telegraph,” on 29th July, 1920, stated—

“ No Morr Loaxs.
“ CANADA’S RESOLVE.

“ 8ir Henry Drayton, the new Finance
Minister, delivered his first Budget speech
in the House of Commons on 18th May

[Mr. James.
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(says a mail message from the Toronte
correspondent of the ° Melbourne Argus,’
dated 21st May). At the outset, ho stated
that the Government had stopped bor-
rowing, and would float no more loans.
It wus the duty of the country to pay its
wiy out of ecurrent income. This was
the only way to improve the position of
the public Treasury and to abate the
inflation of public credit caused by war
financing.”
Owing to the number of big investments the
Government have on hand, the State indus-
trics and inflated departments, it is very diffi-
cult to pull in—to retrench—and try to put
the fnances of the State on a sound basis
again. Still, the thing must be attempted,
and the only thing I can see is for the people
to realise that this endeavour to try and
create a new heaven on earth by means of
nationalisation, and so give the workers the
full produce of their labour, is a very beauti-
ful dream, but which is impossible of realisa-
tion. In my opinion, the only method is
to recognise that the first essentia! in any
s.stem—whether capitalism, socialism, or
anything else—is good business methods, and,
as far as possible, to reduce political inter-
forence, or association, with industry in any
form. I understand it is the Government’s
hope—I cannot say it is their intention, in
view of the financial position at present—to
take over the tramways. As far as I can
see, the taking over of the tramways by the
Government at present—although it may to
some extent appease the spirit of revenge of
those who took part in the 1912 strike—will
have no enriching effect on the people of
Brishane. The Brisbane Tramways Company
is a monopoly, and therefore a thing which,
if left uncontrolled, would have great power
for harm in the community. But it is State
controlled, and the fares have consegueutly
been the cheapest in Australia.

In South Australia and Sydney the tram-
way fares have been incrcased. The rise
which was made here the other day in Sun-
day fares was made in Adelaide and Svydney
some years ago. In Brisbane we find the
service has besn the cheapest and one of the
best in Australis. Now it is proposed to
convert the tramway system from _private
ownership to Government ownership, and
from that probably to municipal ownership
under the Greater Brisbane scheme. We will
then have a municipal government in Bris-

“bane, elected on the franchise of the prezent

State roll, which will possibly elect a Labour
Government to Brisbane, and we can pos-
sibly find in the city of Brisbane the same
policy heing pursued in the future as _the
Government of Queensland has pursued in
the State. We will have a certain amount of
irresponsibility in that Greater Brisbane
municipality, and they will go in for greater
expenditure of loan moneys, so that an in-
creass of rates will be necessary, and we will
find the calamity going on in our suburban
radius as at present we find in the whole of
Queensland. That is why, in my opinion,

- the Greater Brisbane scheme is so unpopular

around Brisbane—because those who have-
struggled to get a home together and found
the payment of rates a certain burden, and
wish to keep the rates down, can see that,
with the introduction of this Greater Brisbane
scheme, wild municipal enterprises will be
gone in for on a grand scale, and the expen-
diture of loan money will increase their
municipal expenses out of sight. As far as
I can see, the Government mgy go to the
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country now, but for no purpose. If they
lose—as that paragraph in the “ Standard’ ’
evidently assumes they have a very big
chance of losing—then it will be for the
Opporition to embark on the policy of
econcmical adminisiration to which I have
referred; but if the Government return, what
is the po“wlo"l 7 They are faced with exactly
the same position as thev are faced with now,
and the only way of ralsing money, unless
they can pos ssibly mduu the people to mve=t
here ir the future as in the past, will be

policy of even heavier tdkdtlon than we have
to-day; and. though the taxation—according
to Mr. Theodore—was supposed to fall on]y
on the shoulders of those best able to bear it,
all this taxation, excepting the taxation on
the farmers, is passed on in the form of
higher prices, so that the whole of the com-
munity have to pay. If this Government
comes back, and wishes and hopes to suc-
ceed, they will find that they are forced by
circumstances to change their policy and
resort to the economy I have outlined to- night.

Mr. SWAYNT : There is a rumour current
that this may be the last opportunity in
this Parliament that we shall have of address-
ing ourselves to the various questions that,
perhaps, need more discussion at this junc-
ture than ever before. All I can say is that
if the rumour is correct it is quite in keeping
with the trickery that has distinguished this
Administration from its inception.

The SPEAKER: Order! order!

Mr. SWAYNE: Queensland is in a most
serious position under the present Adminis-
tration. Speaking from memory, I think
the financial figures for the first month of
this year—last July—showed that while the
cxpenditure  inercased by  £173,000 the
revenue increased by £45,000, also that for
the very first month we expended to the
extent of between £120,000 and £130,000 more
than for the corresponding month of last year.
T know 1t is said that some of this expen-
diture represents accounts that should have
been paid last year. If so, that does not
improve thelr position one iota.

The AcTiNng PreEMIER: I give you my assut-
ance that that is not so.

Mr. SWAYNE: I am only too pleased to
take the hon. member’s assurance. At any
rate, our expenditure Js increasing by
between £120,000 and £130,000 per month,
and if that is going to continue for twelve
months T leave it to the House to calculate
what our deficit is going to be for the last
financial month of this financial year.

The Acring PrEVIER: As a matter of fact,
we have a surplus.

Mr. SWAYNE: Through cxtra taxation.
Anyone travelling the outlying portions of
Queensland must be struck by the vast
increase in the number of unemployed. When
I was through my own electorate I saw more
swagmen than I have seen for many years,
and that is the state of affairs after five
years of Labour Administration.

This brings me to a point raised by the
hon. member for Mackay, who devoted a
considerable portion of his speech to the
sugar industry. It reminds me of the fact that,
were it not for the action of the Nationalists’
Federal Government in lately increasing the
price of sugar. the conditions in the sugar
districts weuld be very much worse than
they are. What rather amused me was that
the hon. member for Mackay was taking all
the credit for this desirable state of things
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now that loan money is so short and the
avenues of State errnloyment curtailed all
round. He inferreu that it was almost
altegether owing 1o the efforts of his party
that the rise tock place. I do rut wish to
minimise the good work done bv the United
Cane Growers’ Association, the Australian
Sugar Planters’ Association, or other organi-

sations in the Fed.ral Parliament that
worked for this .wse; but, after all, I
think  Mr. THughés came forward most

readily and gave a rise in price more than
some people thought thor were getting. As
far as hon. members opposite taking any
credit, T may say the reverse has always
been the ease. 1 have previously pointed
out how, in 1914, Mr. Theodore objected very
strongly to the then Premicr asking a higher
price for sugar. We know that when the
price of sugar rose from £18 to £21 Mr.
Tudor, the leader of the party in the Federal
Housc argued against it, and that the money
that was bemg voted to the growers to pay
them a higher price should be divided
amongst the consumers and the taxpayers
at large. I just wish to illustrate the atti-
tude of the Government with regard to this
matter. Of course, when they see how
the cat is going to jump, they come in and
“We did it At a convention held

say,
here in April, 1918, when, I think, Mr.
Lennon was in the chair, and Mr. Theodore

was present, the United Cane Growers’ Asso-
ciation asked for an increase from £21 to
£24, Mr. Theodore said £21 was as much
as they should ask for. With regard to the
incrcase given by the Commonwealth Go-
vernment from £21 to £30 6s. 8d., I would
like to quote extracts from the ‘ Daily
Standard” of 2nd March, to show that the
“ Standard” objected to that increase.

Then, again, the ¢ Standard” refers to the
fact that the Australian consumer will have
to pay more for his sugar. 1 would like to
point out that the peoplo of Australia are
getting their sugar on an average at less than
one-half what the ponple in other parts of
the world are paying. I mention these
things because at election time hon. members
opposite go round and claim credit which is
not their due.

Mr. Syita: Tell us about the wire which

Mr. Knox sent to Mr. Hughes.
Mr., SWAYNE: I am quoting from the
“ Dailv Standard,” which carried on a

crusade against the increased price of sugar.
This is what the ¢ Standard ”’ said about 1t—
“ This increase in the price of sugar

is a serious addition to the cost of

Iiving.”

That is what the “ Standard” said, although
the people are getting the sugar at le's than
half the world’s price. 'The * Daily Stan-
dard ” again, in its issue of the 18th,
OppOs{‘d the rise. On the 24th the ‘* Stan-
dard”’ said it was reported that it was
the intention of the Federal Goverament
to increase the price of sugar to 6d. per
1b., and that would give the consumer
serious cause for consideration. The ** Stan-
dard” dealt with ﬁS_','UIQS, and ob]ected to
the increase in the price. It is just as well
to mention these things when hon. members
opposite are taking credit for things they do
not deserve. I have here a copy of the
agreement entered into between the Common-
wealth and the State increasing the price of
sugar from $£18 to £21, and I notice from
that that Mr. Hughes, the Prime Minister,
was the first to mention to Mr. Ryan that

Mr. Swayne. ]
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there should be a rise in the price of sugar.
I have not seen a copy of the last agreement.

The SECRETARY rOR AGRICULTURE: You
should read it.

Mr., SWAYNE: I am now dealing with the
previous agreement. The Minister for Agri-
culture will not deny that the Federal Prime
Minister came forwurd readily and increased
the price of sugar. I do not think he will
deny that. I notice where Xr. Gillies
said it was a good arvangement for the
peopie of Quecnsland, and a good arrange-
ment for the people of Au~tmlm too. A
point was raised to-night by the hon. member
for Mackay about the Regulation of Sugar
Cane Prices Act. I may say that the action
talen to introduce that Aect was initiated by
members on this side of the House in 1913.
(Government dissent.)

Mr. SwirE: You ran awar.

Mr. SWAYNE: A Bill of this kind was
first launched by some of us when we were
sitting on the Government side of the House.

My, Kirwax: But you all squibbed on it.

Mr. SWAYNE: We got it to the second
reading stage. I am quite certain in my own
mind that, 1f it had not been for some very
smart work on the part of Mr. Rvan, tlns
%1121 would have been on the statute-book in

Mr. Krawan:
eompany.

Myr. SWAYNE: This smart work of Mr.
R\ans deprived the canegrowers of Queens-
land from the benefit of this legislation by
fully a year. For the sake of party, and for
the sake of holding it back so that he would
be able to use it himself in the elections of
1915, Mr. Ryan deprived the canegrowers
thloLwhout Queensland of the benefit of this
lcgldatlon for a year. We all know ihe
benefit of an Act like the Sugar Cane Prices
Act. I am prepared to admit that when we
initiated it in 1913 we had the hekp-of the
party opposite, I will give them credit for
that, but ten or twelve members of the
Liberal party also assisted, and we got it
through the second reading. The point is
that we initiated it first, and were it not for
the action taken by Mr. Ryan in 1914, 1
have knowledge which assures mc that it
would have been taken up by the Denham
Government and placed on the statute-boolk
in 1914. With his characteristic ShlGdeeS\
Mr. Ryan did not want anything of the kind
done then. He wanted things left as they
were, so that he could use it at the coming
election. He dld th’xt knowing the way \)dltlcs
wove run in polities, and I\no“mg that. as an
act of simple ]mt!co. Mr. Rvan should have
(wmsu?tr‘d with us who originated that matter
before he launched his proposal in 1914, and
he should have asked ws what we were soing
to do about it. If we sald we were not going
to do anvthing. then he would have bcon
justified in going on with it. Instead of
that, he took the extraordinary action of pro-
posing a vote of want of confidenes in
the then Government because c¢ortain legis-
lation was not contained in  their pro-
gramme.  When the Labour party came
in they introduced the Reeulation of Sugar
Cane Prices Bill and placed it on the
statute-book.  Hon. members opposite will
(.(hm‘r that I supported them on every occa-
sion, and other members on this side did
the smne.  Mlembers opposite should be the
first to give me that credit. I heard the hon.
member for Mackay indulging in a long

[Mr. Swayne.
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tirade against the Colonial Sugar Refining
Company for contracting itself outside this
legislation. I condemn the action of the
Colonial Sugar Refining Company just as
strongly as any member opposite in that
respect, but the most extraordinary part of
ﬂu' matbter is that provision was not made
in the Act to prevent the Colonial Sugar
Refiuing Company from countracting 1t=11f
out. We were told that the Bill was drawn
up by the ablest lawver In Austraiia—Mr.
Ryan. The Act was amended once in this
House; and why was not the omisiion made
good then?

Mr. Surra: The legality of that is before
the High Court of Australia now. A con-
vietion was secured lasi week.

Mr. SWAYNE: The hon. gentleman can
say what he likes, but the fact remains that
thiat Act was amended once by this House.
and that was the time when the omission
should have been made good. Why was not a
proviso put in then to prevent the Colonial
Sugar Refining Company from contracting
itsclf out? We amended it by putting in a
provision that the Government could step
in and take over a mill, and we could casily
have inserted ancther amendment to take
away the power of this great company to
exploit their growers. Members opposite are
very fond of throwing innuendoes. They are
very fond of talking about the secret
influences of the Colonial Sugar Refining
Company, but I think there is more ground
for censure of hon. members opposiie for
their conduct and for suspecting them of
being subject to secret influence than_there
is for anything that we did on this side of
the House.

Mr. Svit: What about Mr. Knox's wire?

Mr. SWAYNE: I have nothing to do with
Mr. Knox. I am in hopes that at the first
opportunity that arises 1t will be amended.
We know that in all industrial legislation
like this there should be no centracting out,
but that should have been rectified bv the
party opposite. T would like to know 1if the
Government have pointed out to the Common-
wealth Government that such an anendment
Vas necessary.

Mr. SMITH: What about the wire I quoted
to-night from Mr. Knox?

Mr. SWAYNE: I never heard that the
State Government pointed out that the Act
required amending,

The SECRETARY FOR

AcricuLTurE:  That

telegram was sent by Mr. Knox to Mr.
Hughes protesting against the Queensland
Government having the pows:r to amend
the Act.

Mr. SWAYNE: I should like to see that
telegram placed on the table of the House,
and I should like to see Mr. ITughes’ reply.

The Acrixe PremMiER: What would you do
about it7

Mr. SWAYNE: I
made public.

Mr. F. A, Coorer: It has alveady
laid on the table of the House.

Mr. SWAYXNE: This matter has been
egoing on for three rears, and I have got all
the 00110spondonce relating to it except the
last agreement. There is no reference to
any application to amend the Act on the
part of the State Government. I know that
an agreement was come to the other day by
which our representatives from the United
Sugar Growers’ Association and Australian

would like to see it

been
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Sugar Producers’ Association, v'ith the chair-
man of the Central Bomrl presiding shail have
power to recommend amendments That
agreement was published in the papers, and
T take it that this House has power to amend
on the lines that that body laid down.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: M.
Knox wants to take that power away from
us.

Mr. SWAYNE: We have members
opposite walking about at clection time
giving their c¢pinion about the Aect, and
saying that it should be amended, but it
should have been awended by this House.
We are quite as earnest as hon. members
opposite in that matter. I would remind

the hon. member for Herbert that it is owing
to the action of the Administration of over
five 'vears ago that the two big mills in his
electorate have been established.

The Hoyr SECRETARY : What two big mills
are vou referring to?

Mr. SWAYNE: I am pointing out that
before hon. members opposite came into
power the previcus Government opened two
big mills in the Herbert electorate.

The Acrive PreEMIER: What two big mills
in the Herbert electorate do you mean?

Mr. SWAYNE: I thought the hon,
ber knew that.

The Acring PrEMIER: There is only one—
that is the South Johnstone mill. The
Babinda mill is in the Cairns electorate.

Mr. SWAYNE: These interjections do not
get over the fact that the Bill through which
these mills were built was introduced owing
to the actions of members on this side before
the present Government came into power.
The Government have gonec so far back that
the North cannot now support a steamboat
service that has been in existence for thirty
years. They put on a boat and charee three
times the old rates of trading.

Hon. W. H. Bar~Nes: Look at the price
they paid for that boat.

Mr. SWAYNE: Yes.
feelings on that point. I just gave an in-
stance of what happens. The success of the
sugar industry about Innisfail and Cairns
and the establishment of the mills there were
due to the previous Government. The
system was carried out under our rule, and
those mills were erected on sound co-opera-
tive lines, The people who grow the cane
will own the mills, and there is no chance of
exploitation, hecause for all time the rate of
dividend is limited to 5 per cent.

Coming to the main part of my speech, of
course we all know the depmlaole condition
of the country and what a blow it is fo us
not to be able to float loans. Hon. members
used to say that they could go on without

loan money, but, like all other
[9.30 p.m.] Gov emmonta they depend upon

it. It is a pity they did
not think of that before, and take such
action as would restore confidence in the
investors of other pavts of the world. But
they preferred to commit a breach of faith
to persecute all those who have saved and
put by. That iz the financial featurc of this
Administration which have brought about the
foeling that exists. I think I have an evtract
which shows how much the failure to get loan
money lies with them., I notice that on one
ncceasion the Hon, Mr. Mullan, for whom,

merm-

I will spare their
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personally, I have every respect, when he
was a Senator, went so far, at an eight-hour
afternoon, as to suggest the non-payment of
interest on war bonds; and I think if you
look at Federal “Hansard” you will see that
Mr. Ferricks moved a resolution with that
purpose in_view, and that it was supported
by him. He is ‘entitled to his opinions, bus

do say it 1s injudicious, at least on the
part of a Government who wish to retain
their evedit in the sight of the world, to put
gentlemen who hold such opinions 1n high
positions. I had occasion last session %o
draw attention to a speech of my f{riend
the hon. member for Bowen as not being
likely to create good feeling between us and

investors on the other side. It was an
extraordinary utterance when you come to
analyse it. First of all, he laid 1t down

as a sort of axiom that the mother country
was in duty bound to aqﬂbt her children—
as much loan

money as they wanted.

Mr., Kirwax:
men, and they did not
them.

Mr. SWAYNE: It apparently did not
seem to matter what use the Dominions
made of it, or how they wasted it. And
the hon. member, before he sat down,
cxpressed the extraordinary opinion that he
did not care a bhutton how the old country
got on—whether they had beef and mutton.
or had not. That is not the sort of
speech to bring about good faith or con-
fidence on the other side of the world; and
possibly not only the hon. member for Bowen
but other members who desire big publie
works in their electorates, steel “01kﬂ and se
on, whose constituents are looking forward
in a sanguine fashion to them, will begin to
realise that it is entirely their own fault if
they have to go without ‘them. A prominent
houlo in the fmancial world in London,
accordn"o to a cable to our Press here, dated
20th July expressed himself thus in regard to
Mr. Theodore’s decision—

We furnished them with
make too good use of

“ Tue PREMIER'S MISSION.
‘“ WIDESPREAD FEELING OF DISTRUST.
“ London, 20th July.

“In reference to Mr. Theodore’s
recent speech, in which he made a violeng
outburst against the London investors,
the representative of the Australian
Press Association interviewed a leading
Anglo-Australian financier, who said thag
any difficulty and loss of ocredit with
whwh Mr. Theodore found himseclf faced
in London was not due to any misunder-
standing or prejudice on the part of
the financiers or Stock Exchanges, but to
the widespread feeling of distrust caused
principally by the passing of the Land
Act Amendment Act of 1920, which the
financial community in London regards
as a breach of faith and a violation cf con-
tract. It is unreasonable,’ he continued,
*for Mr. Theodore to say that the refusal
to lend his Government money i~ an
interference with the sovercign rights of
Queensland.  The character of tho '00"15‘
lation of any country is the governing
factsr in its ability to raise loans on the
London wmarket; and if therc were a
Government in Queonsland which com-
manded the confidence of investors here,
any moncy for a loan would be readily
forthcoming.”

Mr. Swayne.]
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Of course it is claptrap to talk about any
interference with the sovereign rights, but
people who have money have a perfect right
also to refuse to lend 1t. Whilst the people
of Queensland, or a majority of the people,
have a perfect right to. pass whatever legis-
lation they like, other people outside
Queensland have a right to do what they
like; and if we pass legislation they do not
approve of, which they regard as repudiation
and breach of contract, they are perfectly
entitled to do so. After all, under this
Administration, what has happened? We
have the figures of the hon. member for
Logan showing how onc great State enter-
prise—the railways—has gone back fto a
dreadful position, showing what wretchedly
bad management, to use no other word, has
been given to it. I think he pointed out
that whilst the number of employees had
been increased by 33 per cent. the work
done had been decreased by onec-half.

The Acting PreEMIER: You ought to read
what he said last year.

Mr. SWAYNE: At any rate, something
like 1,500,000 fewer miles were run, and he
based his speech on answers to+ questions
given by the Minister for Railways.
(Government interjections.) Again, we find
an inability to grasp the situation on the
part of the Treasurer. When he was in
opposition, if the Treasurer of the day made
a wrong estimate of his probable receipts
and expenditure, he was down on him at
once. He gave us to understand how much
nearer he would gauge the position if he
ever got on the Treasury benches. But I
find that the nearest he could get to it in
his Estimates for last year’s transactions was
something like a million out.

The Acrix¢ PreMIER: Oh, no!

Mr. SWAYNE: I find that he estimated
his vevenue at £10,450,800, and his expendi-
ture at £10,418,527. In reality, the revenue
panned out at £11,293,743, and the expendi-
ture at £11,266,909—something like £870,000
out of his calculations. Again, I say that
that sort of management, or financing, or
ability to estimate, whatever you like to call
it, 1s not the sort that instils confidence into
the investor. It quite justifies me in saying
that, no matter how bad our position may be,
it is due cutirely to the actions of the
Government—in  vietimising the man who
has saved. I understand that we shall not
have an opportunity again this session of
discussing Estimates, yet there was never a
time when the departments needed a closer
overhaul or a keener scrutiny than they do
now. We know that the Railway Depart-
ment management has been entirely taken
out of the hands of the Comimssioner and
the Minister, and that the officials have no
control at all. So far as construction work
goes—which is most important, because it
represents the largest expenditure in the way
of loan money—I think any working man
who knows what work is will say that £3 is
being spent where £2 should be sufficient.
The honest working men speak of it them-
selves.
sort of thing is going to end in general.
disaster. That is the sort of thing that has
made Queensland’s name what it is in the
financial world to-day, quite apart from the
fact that anybody has gone home. These
investors have their own channels through

[Mr. Swayne.
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which they get information. They do not
put their money into countries unless they
have a knowledge of how their affairs are
conducted, and I think anyone must acknow-
ledge that the way the affairs of Queensland
have been conducted, the methods of com-
pleting public works, the way departments
have been allowed to get out of hand, and
the way Ministers and officials have been
defied by the employees. are not such as to
instil confidence in investors. Big functions
have at times been taken charge of by direct
actionists, and the Ministry is powerless. The
way money is squandsred, I think, is sufficient
reason why we cannot get any more. One of
the strongest supporters of the Government in
the Mackayv district, who recently left them,
gave me as his reason that they were acting
directly contrary to their platform in the
matter of loan money. I have one of their
red dodgers of 1915, in which they lay par-
ticular stress on this matter; but since they
have been in office the public debt has
increased from about £55.000,000 to between
£65,000,000 and £70,000,000, I think. The
interest has increased accordingly, and, as
this gentleman pointed out, none of their
predecessors ever squandered or threw money
about as this Administration have. I think
that if the fault regarding not being able to
get the necessary money lies with anybody,
the necessarsy money to carry on public works
and develop our resources and make Queens-
land a better country, it lies entirely with
the present Administration, their policy, and
their methods of administration. The blame
must be laid at their doors.

Mr. F. A. COOPER (Bremer): 1 would
just like to say a word or two in connection
with the remarks of the last speaker with
reference to the delegation from this side to
London, which has so vilified the good name
of this State. At the same time I would like
to correct a remark made by the hon. mem-
ber for Oxley—that Mr. Theodore had applied.
for a loan of £9,000,000, and that the total
amount was to be immediately paid. I think
if the hon. member for Oxley had paid that
attention to the financial situation shich he
ought, he would have known that Mr.
Theodore’s application was for a loan of
£9,000,000 spread over a period of nine years:
and a little mental arithmetic would have
shown that the annual amount advanced
would be £900.000; and if that is not a great
step in the direction of the restriction of
public horrowing, I do not know what it is.
1 think that for the hon. member for Oxley
to compile figures showing that the interest
on that £9,000,000 would be paid imme-
diately from the time the loan was granted
is one of those foolish things that can only
be said by a gentleman who paid no atten-
tion to the finances of the State of whose
Parliament he is supposed to be a member.
T think that misstatement of his would he a
sufficient reply to the whole of his financial
criticism, because the rest of his statements
in that regard were really on the same basis.
I am in a bit of a quandary to know just
where we stand as regards actual finality in
these matters. To whom am I to look? Am
I o look to the hon. member for Logan, who
in this Chamber a little while ago confessed
to the errors of his salad days?

The Acting PreMIzr : Ile was on the peni-
tent stool.

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Apparently he was
on the penitent stool. I am reminded, by
his poor excuses, by his indifferent, honest
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attempt to square himself, of a few lines of

Bhakespeare in Henry VI., pary I.—
“ Between two hawks, which flies the
higher pitch, .
Between two dogs, which hath the

deeper mouth,
Between two horses, which doth bear
him best,
Between two hath the
merriest eye,

T have, perhaps, some shallow spirit of
judgment;

Blllt in these nice sharp quillets of the
aw,

Good faith, I am no wiser than a daw.”

d think that quotation aptly fits the position
of the hon. member for Logan. (Govern-
ment laughter.) I would like to. refer to
some remarks he made in his first speech in
this House to show how they compare with
the last speech he is ever likely to make in
this House.
GovERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. F. A, COOPER: I am looking to the

future.

girls, which

Mr. Moreax: You are giving the show
away.

Mr. F. A, COOPER: Not altogether,
becaure ‘“he who runs may read,” “and

judge that the electors of Logan having
returned a gentleman to support the Labour
party In 1918 upon the advice and the
plattorm of the Labour party, are going to
yeturn a Labour man at the coming election.
It is not at all likely that they are now
going to take the political pabulum the hon.
member is handing out, especially when they
consider the 1una11\ablo speech which he
made at the opcmng of this Parliament. I
wonder if he is the same gentleman, who, as
the chairman of the International Socialists
in Sydney, made such wonderful speeches
in the Sydner Domain? I wonder is the
presest member for Logan the same gentle-
inan who, when the deputation waited upon
Mr. Butler when he was a caundidate for
Toombul in 1915, placed certain questions
before him to see whether he fitted in with
the platform of the International Socialists
and coincided with the views of the deputa-
tion so far as certzin aspects of the doctrines
of the T.W.W. were concerned? I wonder
is that the samec gontlcman? He has come,
by casy and graceful stages, from the posi-
tion of a direct and absclute revolutionist
along the road until he finds himself safely
snuggled in the feathered nest of Toryism,
which embraces all people who started out
as he did—green and salad and incompetent
to judge the affairs of State. (Government
li»nght‘l) I looked with some interest on
the sp he delivered in this House at the
opening of Parliament, and I find that he
started off with these words—

“We all notice the lack of attendance

on the Cpposition benches.”
Pt

ch

Things have not improved sincs those days.
{Government laughter.) Hc goes on—
“But I do not think that that is due
to any concerted action beforehand but
rather to the fact that the pvople of
Quecnsland have appreciated the fact
that the Queensland Government, during
the last three years, have placed a sound
and progressive policy before them.’

¥Mr. Fry: But he has found the truth out

since then.
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Mr. F. A, COOPER: I would much regret
to have to offer advice in certain directions.
In certain directions I consider I am com-
petent to offer advice, and I think the hon.
member for Kurilpa is suffering from

political ophthalmia. (Loud Government
laughter.)

Mr. FrY: You remind me of a clown in a
circus.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Mr. ¥. A. COOPER: The hon. member

for Kurilpa is quite entitled to say that I
remind him of a clown in a circus. I could
possibly earn my living as a clown in a
circus just as well as he could earn his
living in a circus as the educated pig. (Loud
Government laughter.)

Mr. Fry continued interjecting despite calls
of order from the Chair,

The SPEAKER: If the hon.
refuses to obey my call to order,
to take steps to deal with him.
members on my right to
interjecting.

Mr. ¥F. A. COOPER: The hon.
for Logan further said—

“ Therefore, some of the gentlemen who
represented electorates in Quecensland dur-
ing the last three years have not now
the opportunity to sit on the Opposition
benches.”

Many a true word, it is said, is spoken in
eurnest. mughtnl) The hon. member for
Logan, in those days, was somewhat pathetic
\Ia»bo he saw the time coming when he,
too, would get on the Opposition benchesd
and gradually fade away. He was parbicui
larly positive that the bad financial position
of Quconcland in those days was due to the
terrible attitude taken up by the Opposition
and by the Legislative Council. Here are the
\\o1ds of wisdom that fell from hlm on that
occasion—

“We find that there is a deﬁ(nt in
every State of the Commonwealth. It
is a.common condition of war time, but
T must say that it is wholly due to the
action of the Legislative Council, which
is the shadow of the Opposition which
we have here, that we have a deficit,in
Gueensland to-day, for the simple reason
that the finance Bills which were intro-
duced by this Government in order to
liguidate that dsficit were turned down.”

They were turned down the next vear, and
it was only this year that those Bills were
passed and we were able to get the _proper
faxation which certain individuals in this
State ought to pay; the consequence being
that the State came out with a handsome
surplus of something like £26,000.

Govmwmw Meysrrs : Hear, hear!

Mr, F. AL COOPER T would just like to
mentlon that the hon. member for Logan in
those days had some idea of the xalue of
State enterprises. He said—

“We find that they are trying to the
bost of their ability—and I think very
successfully—to bring the producers and
the consumers nearer together, so that
there may not be so much waste in the
distribution between those two: so that a
fisherman. for instance, may be able to
get a better price for his product. and
the conzumer in the city better able to
buy fish, which is rather an unusual pro-
ceeding on the part of a great portion
of our suburban population to-day.”

Mr. F. A Cooper.]

member
I shall have
I ask hon.
refrain  from

member
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That position was rectified by this Govern-
ment, through the action of the State
Fisheries Department. We have been able
to get tons and tons of fish to the people of

Queensland which in the good old days were
dumped into the viver,

Hon. W. H. Barxis: You excel in the
dumping part,

Mr. ¥. A. COOPER: I beliecve the hon.

member for Bulimba is right., We are the
dumping party, and we will dunip him this
time. (Government laughter.) Mr. James
said that during the election Lampa.gn cer-
tain fishermen remarked to him that they
had recently sent several 40-1b. cases of mullet
up to Brishane, and, instead of getting a
cheque, they received & bill 111 yeturn., That
was in ““the good old days,” before the days
of State enterprise. Fishermen in the district
of the hon. member for Logan sent their fish
to the private fish markets, and instead of
_getting a return, they got a bill for expenses,
He points out in this speech that since the
introduction of the State Fish Department
they have been getting 5s. 6d. a case for
mullet, and he points out that in the days
before the State enterprise if they got 2s.
and 2s. 2d. in the mullet season they were
particularly lucky. He says that the fisher-
men of the Logan returned him to Parlia-
ment, because they knew the value of State
enterprise. That being so, I take it the
fishermen of the Logan will return a Labour
man at the next election and put Mr. James
where he ought to be, providing he is success-
ful in beating Mr. King in the plebiscite.

The hon. member for Logan in those days
had somethmg to say about ‘‘ political dead-
beats’’ which hardly chimes in with what he
said to-night. IHere are his remarks—

“ There is one objection which has been
raised in the past to State entorpuse
We have heard a great deal about °the
Government stroke,” about Government
departments being used as hospitals for
¢ political deadbeats.” There may be
remnants of the system in the depart-
ments, although it is not in the adminis-
tration—but we must remember that if
there 15 any of this system still remain-
ing it is a legacy from the past.”

What a wonderful testimonial for the people
he is now content to sit amongst and share
his fortunes with! What a wonderful thing
for this gentleman, who has seen the light,
to see that that is the correct light to steer
by! It is a shocking state of things, when
you come to think of it, that a young man,
endowed with the gifts that the hon, mem-
ber was endowed with, should so far forget
all those things which were due to the people
who elected him that he should now consort
with the remnant of a party, or part of a
party, or remains of a party, that he so cor-
1ec*1v placed in his opening speech in this

House. (Government laughter.)
Mr. MorceaN: He is not the only one;
scores have ‘“‘ratted” from your party.

(Loud Government laughter.)

Mr. F. A. COOPER: The old saving—
“ QOut of the mouths of babes and sucklings’
—comes to my mind. (Renewed Government
laughter.) The hon. member for Logan made
ssme reference to the humanitarian legisla-
tion of this Governmens$, and this is what
be said—

“The Liberal party made no pretence
towards humanitarian legislation, and
always took advantage of the natural

[&fr. F. A. Cooper.
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mother who desived to look after her own
children, and paid her less than they
paid to the foster-mother. That is an
lustration of the difference in the out-
look of the two parties. One is a humani-
tarian party, and the other is not a
humanitarian party. That is the best
way to put it.”

finds himself ** chesk by jowl”
gentlemen about whom he said
oune spark of humanitarian

To-day he
with these
there was 1ot
feeling.

The AcTING PREMIER:
to t'hoir bosoms,

Mr. F. A, COOPER: —Xnd what delightful
bo~um (Laughter.) know tle Opposﬁ'or‘
are anxious to¢ come to a «decision, and I have
no intemion of delaving the House much
longer. But I would like to refer to one
further little incident in connection with this
speech of the hon. member for Logan.
Speaking of the Opposition, he sald—

“During the olectlon, apart from the
domestic matters engaging the attention
of electors, the question of patriotism
entered very lmgelv into the discussions
which took place. I often wondered
where true patriotism was to be found.
I wondered if it was to be found in the
Liberal party, which wears a national
cloak in order to get the votes of a
certain section of the people by pretend-
ing that it was a truly national party.
I do not know how many names the party
sitting opposite has had in the last few
vears. We know that any individual who-
is always changing his name is likely te-
be regarded with suspicion.”

Not only is the individual who is always.
changmg his name likely to be regarded with
suspicion, but so is the party who is always
changing its name. Time was—and even the
political greenhorns will remember it—when:

the party sitting in opposition

[10 p.m.] were known as the ‘ Liberal

party.”’ For some reason or other
they found thzzx1L that name was not acceptable
to the electors, and they changed it—to the
P.P.I. Goodness only knows what those
mystic initials stood for in the first light. Later
on, they became to be known as the “ party
for pulling people’s legs.” (Loud laughter.)
In the same way, it has “heen said: “You can
pull the legs of some of the people for a time,
but not for all the time.” (Laughter.) In the
same way the party on the opposite side may
gull all the people some of the time, but
they cannot gull them all the time. Then
thev found it necessary once more to change
their name from the People’s Progressive
League, and became the National party.
Later on they became the N.D.C. One
gets so mixed that he absolutely for-
gets  what these letters stand for.
do not know whether they mean ‘“Now
doﬁnitelv cowed ’—(Government laughter)—
¢ Notoriously deﬁcxont crowd,”” or Whether

And they took him

thﬂv really have **No damn chance.’
(Renewed laughter.) I think the Primary
Producers’ TUnion—these precious political

upstarts—were pecople whose political prin-
ciples were unknown. (Laughter.) I do not
know whether that is the correct interpreta-
tion, but T honestly say that, notwithstanding
the assumed divisions in the Opposition to-
day, they are still the one party and hope
to deceive the people who they think w1 1
say, ' The Primary Producers’ Union is
something new, we can pin our faith to it.”’
Mr. BEBBINGTON : We are not the LW.W.
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Mr. F. A. COOPER: So far as the LW.W.
and you people are concerned, it stands for
“I won’t work.” 'That little gag has done
the hest of its wwork; and you, as a falmel
ought to know that you cannot work that
horse for cveér. It is timc you turned that
horse out to grass. The gentlemen on the
Opposition benches, who are trying to gull
the people that they are separate parties,
cannot carey on that game, We know that
great big branch of the National Demo-
cratic Council—the Pastoralists’ Association—
have told the Primary Producers’ Union that,

unless thoy like to work in harmony with
the  Naticnal  Dewmocratic  Council  and
mrmm(aw in the matter of candidates, there

will be no money coming from the’ great

pastoralists’ co-operation to help the Primary
Producers” Uniou. The Pnnmn Producers’
Union depend on the National Democratic

Council for this money. They have to
depend upon thin venecer of this kind to
attempt to gull the pecople. They are still
the narty that is opposed to the people of
the State. the people who desire to down the
worker. They are the lineal descendants of
all the parties of the ages that have ever
opposed reform-—the descendants of the party
that stood with King John when he defied
the barons who were oppressing the people
of England, the descendants of the people
who opposed Magna Charta, who stood with
the slave dealers in the days of slavery, who
stood with the big factories in the days of
the factory system. They are the people
who stand to-day—whether they like it or
not—with the delegation that has defamed
Queensland to the whole of the world.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. F. A, COOPER: They are the people
who will have to take the punishment for
that great crime. They may escape it for
the moment, but when they go to their
masters—the people—they will receive the
punishment which is their just and true
reward, and God grant that it may be soon.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. BAYLEY : I have listened with great
interest to the debate. Generally speaking,
members opposite have indulged in extrava-
gant praise of the Government, while those
on this side of the House have given vent to
adverse criticism, which, T contend, was quite
justified,  As for the remarks of the hon.
member for Bremer, no doubt we were
slightly amused at hl‘& speech, but he made
one great mistake by imagining that for the
time being he was in a fourth-rate circus,
and not in a Legislative Assembly.

We are all quite prepared to admit that
this Government have done a certain amount
of good—some of their measures have not
been altogether bad, but the greater part
of them have beecn bad indeed. In 1915,
when the present Government took office, the
finances of Queensland were in an extremely
hbuovant condition.  In 1914 and preceding
vears we had surplus upon surplus. Prior
to 1915. when the Labour party took office,
the name of Queensland stood for something
hiech and honourable. To-day we find the
Government of Queensland appearing in the
réle of rejected supplicants for loan money—
ab=olutelv turned down.

A (GOVERNMENT MEMBER:
do vou belong?

Mr. BAYLEY : I belong to the party which
stand for freedom of action and freedom of
thought, and it seems to hurt members

To which party
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opposite when they find we have that free-
dem. No doubt they feel somewhat envious
of our proud position in this regard. We
are not bound in shackles; and if any member
of this side of the House feels inclined or
in duty bound to adopt a certain attitude, he
1s able to do so without being ostracised by
the rest of the party.

In 1815 land values in Quecnsland were
increasing steadily. Unfortunately, to-day
we find that values have dnplocmtcd to a
particularly alarming extent. (Government
dis ent.) I am honestly prepared to admit
that adverse seasons have had something to
do with the decrease, but it is very largely
due to the policy of this Govermment—the
result of land taxstion (mu the treatment to
which the frecholders and producers gener-
ally have been subjested. During the last
few wecks a  beauiiful plece of lucerne
country —for which, a few vears ago. £8 an
acre was I‘Of\l\(‘d—“db sold at £3 an acre.
We are_told, * Cheap land for the people,”
but it is not fair to give land at a cheap
rate at the expense of the pioncers, many of
whom' h'ﬂe given almost the whole of their
lifetime in making homes for themselves and
fimilies in the country districts. Unemploy-
ment is rifc at the present time. and it 1o
going to be much worse. In the midst of all
this, we find there is to be a general elec-
tion. What need exists for this? The
Government have a very large majority in
this House and in the Legislative Couneil,
and they have a Lieutenant-Governor of
their own creation, and a mandate from the
people in no uncertain way to carry out cer-
tain legislation—so they have told us tims
and again. The clection will only impose a
tremendous tax upon the State as a whole.
Is it because they fear a crash? Are they
anxious to get the general elections over and
have their position assured once more for
another term of three years before the
people of Queensland fully appreciate the
great straits to which this Administration
have reduced them, or is it because they
think they have a good war cry so far as
the result of the delegation is concerned?
We have been told time after time that
members of the Opposition are responsible
for that delegation going to England, and
that this delegation was responsible for the
loan proposals of the Government being
turned down in such a summary way. 1
maintain that members of the Opposition
are no more responsible for that delegation
going to England or for the loan proposals
being turned down than the present Govern-
ment are responsible for the murders which
have taken place in Ireland during the last
few wecks. Surely the members of this
proud and all omnipotent Government are
not going to admit that three private citi-
zens can go to England and exercise more
power and authority than this Government
commands. Surely, they will not admit that
three citizens, without official recognition
and without backing, can go to England and
influence the financiers of the British Empire.
No, the Government has sealed its own doom
so far as the financiers of London are con-
cerned.  They have shown that they are
prepared to break sacred contracts, I hold
no brief for the pastoralists, and I claim
that for many years they have paid too
little, especially as compared with the
graziers. I admit that Queensland has
received far less than it should have received
from the pastoral lessees, but a contract is
binding on individuals and should be more

Mr. Bayley.]
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binding upon Governments. It is a serious
thing for a Government to break its contracts.

The Acrixeg PreMiEr: In 1910 the Govern-
ment, including Mr. Barnes, did that.

Mr. BAYLEY: It is not because of any
action of the Opposition that the loan pro-
posals have been turned down. When we
consider that that delegation absolutely
failed in their mission then we can see at
a glance that the ridiculous claim now being
put forward by the Government is absolutely
fallacious. Did not the delegation make
strong representations to have the appoint-
ment of the Lieutenant-Governor cancelled,
but they failed. The Lieutenant-Governor
still retains possession of Government House,
Did not the delegation try to get a repeal
of the Government’s Land Act Amendment
Bill? They were absolutely turned down.
We know perfectly well that the delegation
did not influence the British money-lender
so far as the loan proposals were concerned,
I candidly admit that that delegation has
failed, and they will return to Queensland
not having accomplished anything. The loan
proposals of the Government were turned
down because of their own misdoings.
Another reason why the Government are
prompted to precipitate a general election
is because they see a ‘ rift in the lute” so
far as the Opposition are concerned. We
are told that there is a split in the Opposi-
tion.

The
true?

Mr. BAYLEY: We are told that the
Opposition are disintegrating, and members
of the Government think this an opportune
time to force a general election.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
vou think yourself?

Mr. BAYLEY : Members of the Opposition
are united absolutely in national ideals,
We are united so far as Joyvalty to Australia
and to the British rmpire is concerned.
We stand together in regard to the rights of
individuals and in 1cg"1d to the rights of
all sections in Quecnsland.

At 10.30 p.m.,

Mr. Swirn, Chairman of Committees,
relieved the Speaker in the chair.

Mr. BAYLEY: It must be remembered
that a large number of us represent rural

SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLIURE: Is it

What do

industries and country clectorates, and we
think we can scrve the country interests
better as a separate party. When the general
clection takes place, members of the

Nationalist party and members of the Coun-
try party will be found together arrayed
against the forces of ultra-socialism and
against those forces which are ruining
Queensland as fast as possible, We have
cerfain interests to protect, and on big
national questions and ideals we will stand
together arrayed against the Socialist party.
It is equally sure that after the election we
will be sitting on that side of the House,

Mr. SPENCIER (Maranoa): 1 consider
that the Speech delivered by the Licutenant-
Crovernor was one of the most extraordi-
nary I have ever listened to or ever read
as coming from any Government in any
Parliament.

The AcTING PREMIER:
it that is wrong?

Mr. SPENCER: There is. I cannot con-
ceive of any Government descending so low
in political morality as to have such a Speech

[#r. Bayley.

Is there anything in
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read from the Throne for the purposes of
political propaganda.

The Ao0TING PREMIER:
truth ?

Mr. SPENCER: I cannot conceive of any
Lieutenant-Governor recading such a Speech.
I remember on one occasion, when Mr.
Kidston had a similar Speech prepared,
the then Governor said, © You can write the
Speech, but I won’t read 1.7

The Acrine Premier: That is quite incor-

Why conceal the

rect. The Governor did read it. The
“ Courier’” is wrong.
Mr. SPENCER: The “ Courier” is quite

correct. The Governor did not read it. Mr.
Kidston had a Speech ready which was very
similar to the one read yesterday, but the
Governor would not read it.

The Acring PREMIER:
informed.

Mr. CoLLINs:
been sacked.

Mr. SPENCER: Surely the Government
will not admi$ that it was through the action
of three discredited politicians going home
as a delegation that the financiers refused to
lend money to Queensland. Is it not an
extraordinary thing that three men, who
members opposite say had no influence, had
the power to do such a thing?

The Actine Prewier: They had plenty of
money influence, but no standing.

My, SPENCER:

You are mis-

That Governor should have

Just fancy threc men—

with no standing in the country—unau-
herised by anybody, being able to do that?
The Active Preyizr:  £4,000 was sub-

scribed in a room to send them ho

My, SPENCER: Who had the power to
send them home? A handful of people in
Brisbane calling thenselves employers. Those
are ths\ people who sent them home., Hon.
members opposite say that thess three men
with no standing were able fo plc\ent the
Government from getting any loan money
whilst 3. Theodoro, the Dremier, a,mhmh(}d
by the whole of Quecnsiand, with a big fol-
lowing, had no influence at all in getting his
loan «f £9.000.000.

The L\L‘TI\'G Premizr: No money influence.

My, SPENCER : Surely the Premier could
have cxpla'ned the position of Queensland.
The reason he did not get the money was
because of the Government's legislation and
the way they managed the country.

The Acrtive PrEMIER: We got £2,000,000
just before that, and it was over-subscribed.

Mr., SPENCER : But you have becn drift-
ing, =nd you would drift into m insolvency
court if you were allowed to do so. I hope
the electors will send you about your business

2t the elections. and allow someone else to
govern the country properly. The reason
the money-lenders refused the loan money

was because thev had no confidence in the
Government of Queensland.

The SECBRETARY TFOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
Why did they refuse to lend money to the
Commonwealth and to the Victorian Govern-
ment as well?

My, SPENCER: I do not know, but I do
lknow why they refused to lend money to
Queensland‘ Any body of men will realise
that the legis ation brought forward in
Queensland and the repudiatery legislation
introduced arve sufficient to make any
financiers lose confidence in this State. Take
the action of the Government with regard to
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the tramways and with regard to the Land
Act. The Government are put in power by
the Labour unions, who are always talking
of repudintion.

The Acting PREMIER: An amendment was
circulated in your name last year by one of
vour friends, and you repudiated it.

Ar. SPENCER: I den’t know who did if.

The XCTr\G Premier: It shows the tactics
on our SlLlL

- My, SPENCER: The financiers in London
loat confidence in Queensland simply because
of the way the Government have governsd
the affairs of the country. The money-lender
always waots to know the position of the
man he 13 lending moncey to. He wants to
know if the money is being spent in repro-
ductive works and for remunera tive purposes.
A ﬁnan(‘u will often advance mwoney not
so much on the sccurity as on the mputatlon
of the borrower, and the reputation ol this
Government stinks in the nostrils of the
moncy-lenders in England.

The Active PreMizr: That is not correct.

Mr. SPENCER: I think that the refusal
of this loan moncey to Queensland is the best
thing that could have happened the country,

as it will teach us to Hve on our own
resourcas,
The f:;F ‘BETARY TOR PCBLIC INSTRUCTION :

We will have to saiss ths moncy Liere,

3 "é“FA\LLR T tuke it from that that
will huve to pay higher
and 1t will be

Qg 011~1and must

N

the capitalist
L think that i3 a good thir
far bettcr than borrowing.

mush 11\0 “lti)ln our own

realise that we

TESOUTEeS. If the Government had got the
£9,000,600 loan, what a wild o they
would have had.,  The people outside also

imitate and copr what the Government do.
It is about time that Q"“(\nslandex’- and Aus-
sslians realize that thev have fto live within
their means. If you look at the people and
sce the extravagant way cveryone is Ju ing,
it is no wonder that the country is going to
the bad. It is the best thing that hdpptntd
to Queensland that we were refused that
loan, as if this Government had got it they
would only have :quandered it. It would
mean that the Government would have had
to pay a high rate of intorest, and the people
would have had their noss to the grindstone
all their lives.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
object to our building
farmers?

My. SPENCER: No, I do not, but you
never do it. Hoen. members talk about help-
ing the farmers. I have spoken for them

in this House, and a deputation
[10.30 p.m.] waited on the Secretary for

Agriculture last year and asked
that the farmers should be supplied with
wheat. The Government did 1t, but it
was too late. I was in the House when
the rain came, and I said that if the Govern-
ment had supplied wheat to them, instead
of having 13,000 acres under wheat in my
district, threy would have had 50,000 acres.
I know that when the Government did start
to supply wheat they were very prompt.
The manager of the State Produce Agency is
an excellent business man, and whenever I
applied for wheat from him it was supplied
within a few days, but unfortunately the
people had not the ground ready, and when
the rain fell some had to be returned.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You do
not blame the Government for that.

1920~—u

Do you
main roads for the
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Mr. SPENCER: Yes, I do, because they
did not supply the wheat in time. If they
had supplici it & month or two months
carlier—if they had surmhod it in March—
instead of having 13,000 acres in my dis-
trict, they won 1d have had 50,000. On one
oceasion there they had 60,000.

The IHowe SECRETARY: When did you ges
the rain?

Mr, SPENCER: We gotf it in February—
we got & inches. Up at Toowoomba prn a.be
individuals had to m“uan‘rt a an overdraft in
order to buy whe at for the farmers, and if
the Government had supplied it at the
proper time they would have found that
hundreds apd thousands of asres would have
been put in.

The $ECRETARY FOR AGRICULIC
biggest area on record is in this vear.
Mr. SPENCER: It would

double the biggest record.
WixsTasLey: The hon.
said that the Governinent
ering with privats enterprise
lenving it alone.

have been

member for
were inter-
instead of

M. SPT\T‘“ 2: I do not know what the
hon, member Oxler said. I am saying
what T know u’zyself of my own district. I
am not Lke some pes )plo opposite, who have
to give the opinion of a small coterie round
the cormer, I oam not taking my ini
from the Tra £

es Iall or qu‘\\lLCl“ ol:e.
The Acmivg Pr
camp as he Is.
Mr. 8PENCER: I am not. Tl
oA enemy Woe die
socializm. ”‘hc socialism  which
o in Quecz;slann is
The SBECRETARY FOR AGRICULTGRE:
you v unt som:,h%m in Quecensland.

My, SPENCER: Last year the Govern-
ment refused to supply wheat to farmers,
and at the mmu time they passed £40,000
for relief work for men in Brisbane. If the
Government had any brains they would have
had them about the cuumly improving it.
There is no doubt that whenever thme are
any uncmployed they arc (.umpcd on to the
railways and put on to unproductive work.
No wonder the railways do rot pay. In
the Government service no individual gets
any encouragement at all.  Merit is not
considered.

The Acting PreMER: Oh, yes, it is.

Mr. SPENCER: I challenge the hon.
member to say where merif is considered in
the Railway Department.

The ACTING PREMIER:
the heads.

Mr, SPENCER: The heads always look
after themselves, but I am talking about the
men below. I know that many excellent
men, who are smart and clever, have to wait
bccauae men above them have been longer
in the service.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
the old fellows should be sacked?

My, SPENCER: No, but the people with
merit are entitled to more consideration
and a bigger screw. What is the good of
keeping old men—not old men but men who
have no brains—ahead of young fellows with
brains?

Mr. Kmwax: You would have to wipe
out every railway Leﬂulatlon.

AT
Jigntmg

is caulcd
going to ruin us.

And yet

Look at

Oh, yes.

You think

Spencer. ]
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member is an
believ that

Mr. SPEXNCER:

old railway man,

The hoen.
Does  he

merit should be recognised in the railway
senuo?

Mr., Kirwax I do, in all Government
services,

My, “PLENCER I would like to know
whether the itn enterprises have been of

The squatter, it
amount of money.

eusens! Tand.
il enorinous

auy benefit to
1s said, makes

B

Have - G nument, with all the capital
they have put into it, made an enormous
amount ? Have they shown the squatter how
the count should be developed?  Ilon.
membors that less money hes been
spent o5 ements on the Srate stations

We will have 2 new

Governmend had a
[T was an excellent

Mr.

VOEY
ML,

The

e had

a free

b (I
the Ln)\(}lﬂm e
Lm]‘“ C :

“CER: e

i

th \)Lpo *1on
t Wando
tion

tiie com-

Up k;:L

That <ees rot o
(Jm. FHIG
4 past ’Ume

tiiey want m
ail know thac Ulcse
railw par and will not pax for
some time, nust be very patent to any-
one whe gocs about the couniry that we have
ermugh railwarys as it is. Instead of putting
it into railwars, we «hould put 1t into
development. We know that land is not
developed at all merely because the small
men do not get sufficient escouragement to
go on the land. I know that the grazing
farmer and the paatma]ist can do well, but
take the man with a small amount of cap;tal
who wants to go on the land and grow
wheat or keep small numbers of cattle or
sheep. A little time ago I wrote to the
Government suggesting that the unemplozed
should be put on to ringbark an area of
about 25 miles, right on the Injune Creek

[Mr. Spencer.

build  vai
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I'ne, and that the country should be cleared
attered pear, in order ettlers could
go on and start to make r straight
away, There arc very few men of practical
experiense on the land here. hut anybody
can realise that when a man ’mlms up a
selection  with only small capital, by the
tinie he has put up a fence and some sort of
# liounse, Le has to go away to earn some
moire money to keep his wife and family,
and it takes him vears before he can get 1t
going. If you want to encourage land settle-
ment you will hme to encourage the sme
wan, and if vou do thet I feelsure you will
production increased a hundredfold.
sfertunately, we  find  that the Lands
rtuent has wet encouraged the small
ore, end now thev avs being driven
Lmd and are coming into the cities
5N rmn b“tlm i Mnf1 LOWdI-

5 4 propoer
tnprove it for the m
It would be f
that than
1 re what
FCR PraLic
5 hlr the pri

ate bdll

Alr. vo. There is no money
in 3¢ AL' uo‘ evnmont are advancing money
on pricki

= good

I The (1}' G not
» but by other

- the Covernment

untry, that

t they wili

fin: What do rou think

say that hs
to. sy that
d ne move
men than }1\,

e, "P‘x (& urd Queonsland is passing
fnougi a grave clslb, probably the greatest
that hss ever occurred in its historr. There
I+ 10 1 v the Tressury, and n@lmd can
be fourd to lend or give the Government

credit. We are on the codge of a great
finanecial chasm, into which we must fall
if the CGovernment do not change their

policy of financial recklessmess.  Distrusted
in Australia and outside Australia, without
a case, they consider abuse an asset.

They have been informed, time and time
again., that there was a reckoning day; and
that, like every institution or business con-
cern, they must fuce a summing up, an audit,
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as it were, of the accounts. Now we find
ourselves face to face with a summing up—
crisis—brought about by the actions of the
Govculnwnt and we are forced to consider
our position and find a way out. The excuse

which the Government have given is, to my
mind, :

the weak ever offered by a
Government—a Government in

L State like Queeonsland, which is
With wealth  that will never hbe
exploit ed for hundreds of vears., A country
which hus opportunity of becoming
the wealind in the world, if it w
properly face to face
bankrup because the assets,
or the j Ne.

OUL O;

Ts it

arc n(,t here?

who hs
future, and,
for a cry to get
ther | created. lo Hdmn Lhum men for
stopping their loﬂn“, and to attempt to tack
these men on to the Opposition, is to misve-
prosent the fac ' ovouch for th That
I have not at any time <1m‘wouod that depu-
tation, becaus¢ I helieve that Covern-
ment, which is elected by the peoile, ﬂhou‘f‘
govern. and the lotion w Llcu is the

£ ing a party ro P m’liament with

a shm:ld he ac «d by the pe
It e(mnl' the Oppos
\rh'-n th th'\ (*k‘ulons as
it does v Those
are hi h I lie tinis

' 11\@ nev sy
T 1010 +ey

tie : O
Governng

I am w
on whic

=1 W
1f (}m
snd mumtod. it
1>nop1“ We say
posiible, the
: !)uaplﬁ. That
1, L think the
a produc-
womﬂ to
St

at
It
ing h)e Wdl
£ whirh s
‘.u\' advocated
onal debt. T think

Y:lﬂ

the repudi t\on of the

the Prem should go to the country and
tell the sins eof omission and commission of
the Gove:nm cnt and let the people decide

on the facks, The member for Bremecer to-

night spent a great deal of his time berating
the hon. member for Logan because he
followed t dictates of his  conrscience

ssociation  with  the
Labour party. I 2l honour is due
to a man who, uah«qnv his mistakes, does
his best to remedy the position. What do
we find? As soon as a member makes a
statement he honestly believes to be true,
but which differs from the hidebound and
restricted thoughts or capacities of the
members now <omprising the Government,

and  severed his
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they howl at and aecuse him of all sorts of
t”ﬁin?é The time will come, sooner or later,
when the Labeur party as it exists to- day
rmaust break in twain, because some of the
men will realise that they are going too far,
and in their honesty and self-respect will
stand up and rezerve to hunml\ren that
little bit of manhood they still have. Ii
tm country iz to be placed upon a soun
wo muit get awar from the gambler’s
and manage our affaire on sound
financisl lines, The crisis is here. As I
said, 1t is probably the greatest crisis that
kas hitherto et any Government. Instead
of the Government attempting to remedy the
po ~1.1'm they take the first opportunity to
go o cles

ors bcf e i
\\Jll not
t to know

W prohab!'
Grperal’s ren
Grneral’s re
stand
know

how the finances
before the eleciion tukes place. We
very well the Goverms “nt are keeping
1 the peeple the date when Lhe
»d snon to record th(n‘ vote A
vt uhesttivg the Oppositien in ﬂ’h mats
] : concerned —and I know as
of the Opposition
anticipated some-
that when the cry
BBremer called it,
of its greac-

MeNIers
have

It

FIe Ll
11 kpow the truth, and
the be o the rebound will take
place. T listened with g interest to the

I, and I must

Ticutenant-Governor's
uracies and s

sayv  if bristles  with

studded  wih o untrut ~No  Governor

clionld ever be pT:‘ﬂf:'} in the position of
N T

N hich is going
vhich it will beo
House 1 always

ma \lﬂq
Iy
s

like
an oo
s
il
1) O’ll

m

i

s
2%

M}h FREAE
par

T e e

£26.070. actual
reverne amounted

a  intal

£18.000,000

nenn ﬂd\

“w.k C

L(;’c me
o that
Grn crament’s  word.

you Chm‘ot

During  the
when unemployment was rife
f)n'mnt}an\, we had the present Ac
Premiecr saying there was 1o 1mﬁmhh
in Queensland.  VYet in the “Tndust
CGazotis”  for November, 1918, we
told there were approximately 8,000 unem-
ploved. How can an Acting Premier of
a State be so ignorant of the conditions
which exist in the State as to say there
is no unemployment when the paper
issued by the Government tells us there were
8,000 Then we were told by the same
Acting Premier that the fares and freights
on t]ﬂe railways were not to be raised. A
day or so afterwards they were raised 30
per cent. ! Then we were told by Mr. Theo-
dore that there were to be no more appoint-

Mr. Fry.]
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ments to the Upper House. Yet we find in
a day or two afterwards they appointed
fourteen, mostly union sccretaries and orga-
nisers. Mark you—and I want to emphasise
this—there was not amongst those appointees
a returned soldicr or a farmer. The farmer,
to whom we look to till our soil and produce

our foodstuffs, was forgotten. We also
find the Government endeavouring to gef

the soldier vote. If the Government were
doing the right thing, they would get the

soldier vote, but they are not doing the

ght thing. Why did they not appoint
a returned soldier to the Upper House?
The Government told us the “ Douglas
Mawson” w never offered to them. We
fird that, first of all, it was offrred to
them for £12,500. and they bought it
afterwards at £18,600. That, to my mind.

was a deception. We find that when they
hought it it was not in cmod order, and had
to be docked, and after it got to North
Queensland they found it was mzﬂ\mg,. We
told in  the Lieutenant-Governor’s

ar

Speech that the education system is con:
stantly improving. By that we understand
that 1t is making soine progress. For the
last two and a half vears 1 have Deen
endeavouring to get from the Minister for

Fducation some remody for the shortage of
our \dmc‘m Wl henever T
i tion, ond asked the
on ‘mov were taking,
tuea to bluff. I am not one of
duals who iz going to be satisfied
with bly I want to get a straight-out
answer from the Governinent. When I aske
thas question about the number of scholars
in the classes I am quoted 2 regulation.
That answer shows that, whilst the Miniuter
knows the regulation exists, he docs not take
steps fo remedy the coxisting state of

s. The member for Pittsy 01‘[11 tells us
there are fifty to sixty scholars in a class in
the schools in his matrxcL, and the member
for Ipswich, for whom I have the highest
verpect, tells us the classes have thirty to
forty students. I contend that the children
cannot gt the best Jdvautane of an educa-
tional sxstem if one teacher is called upon te
train uh]l‘ to sixty scholars. The brightest
scholars in the class will have the attenhon,
and those who require special individual
instruction will be allowed to go unattended.
1t is not the fault of the teachers. Once the
Government realises their obligations, the
children will have a chance.

‘teachers  In
spproached
GLV ernment

It iz a standing disgrace and a shame
that the voungsters, who are depending on
responsible government to give them a fair
chance, should be suppressed as they are.
If the Secretary for Public Instruction was
honest in the matter, he would come for-
ward and make a definite statement.

The SPEAKTER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is not in order in questioning the
Minister’s honesty.

Mr. FRY: I am not questioning the
Minister’s honesty. The Minister for Rdu-
cation is not conversant with the work of
his_department or the administration of it,
and consequently he is unworthy of the
position he occupies. (Government dissent.)
I do not care how the Minister takes it, nor
how the Government takes it, as the Govern-
ment of the day will not be the Government
of the future. (Government laughter.)
Governments move in cycles. They come and
go, and another ome takes their place, but
the children always remain in the schools

[Mr. Fry.
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and our educational svstem should be car-
ried out on lines which will go to build up
a sound, wise, and healthy people. We are
told that upon  the instruction given the
working men’s children depends their chances
in the world; and sct we find a Labour
Governmment in power failing to provide
proper educational facilities for them.

I read in the Governor’s Speech that the

Government were going to reintroduce the
Initiative and Referendum Bill. Just to
show how insincerc the (Government are in
this direction, I wish to quote the remarks
of the Hon. C. Page-Hanify, a representa-
tive of the Gov ernment in th Upper House.
My, Page-Hanify, again, is one of those
1@ pngtod members of the party who claims
to be a man of his word. Mr. Page-Hanify,
in the ““Daily Standard ” of 24th lebruarv,
1920, this—
- —The initiative and referendum
)»murlp which stands, and has stood,
since the early days of the Queensland
'mom‘ movement riffht in the fore-
it of our fighting “tform. asd which
also stands i the fighting platform
(Federal) of the Australian Labour
party, has been correctly described as a
cort stone in the foundations of the
fabour movement, and has been cited
a3 a definige  contradiction of the oft-
reprated  assertion that the political
Tabonr movement is a purely class
wovement,”

Later,

w

he savs—
“In  the
renewed mandste for t
the clectors. the party again passed the
Rill through the Assemb and 1t weunt
to the Council, where only three amend-
ments vere incerted. The Bill has since
been lyving in the Assembly, and to-day,
in the =sltersd eircumstances, requires
nly a messnee from the Assembly to
the Council disagreeing with the Coun-
cil’s amendments to ensure its becoming

1918 ‘'session,  having  a

measure from

law as ariginally dlalfed and thus
placing this valuable piece of democratic

legislation on our statute-beoks.

‘A~, an earncst believer in the prin-
ciples of ‘direct legislation,” and a long-
standing supporter “of Labour in polities,
I have received a shock on learning—
and it is too true—that the Parliamen-
tary Labour party, after having for over
four years persisted in apparently
sndeavouring to pass this BIH having
now the opportunity of passing it by a
mere message to the Council, has decided
that the Bill shall not be proceeded with.

“ Truly, the ways and the wiles of the
politician are beyond comprehension !

“T confess that I am shocked and dis-
appointed at what I regard as an
evidence of political apostasy by the
Parliamentary Labour party.

“The session will probably close
before the end of this week, and if it
closes without the passing of this mea-
surc the party will have indelibly
stamped itself as insincere and guilty
of dealing unfairly with its supporters.”

Let me quote from the ¢ Daily Standard”
of 3rd June, 1819—

“The entire country is getting heartily
dissatisfied with the extravagant display of
unfulfilled promises, and eternal pre-
tence of doing something, while in
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reality nothing is done at all. Criticism
from the Tory side is continual and
persistent.  Unfortunately, very much of
it is justified.”

Mr. Page-Hanify tells us that the Govern-
ment were not sincere with its Initiative
and Referendum Bill, and yet we find it in
the Gmeruor’s Specch to-day. Why is it in
the Governor’s Speech to- day? Becausc the
party are insincere and are guilty of unfair
dealing.

The ACTING PREMIER :
it yourself.

Mr. FRY : I never did. That proves what
I said with regard to the miQerlemnhtio'w
and want of knowlec dge oun the part of hon.
members opposite. I counld go on mdehmtely
peinting out the inaccuracies and misrepre-
sentations of the Government, but I will
just quote an authority which, in the early
days. devoted the whole of its attention to
the building up of tnc Labour pznty and
that is the Sydney Bu‘letm (Loud
Government Llehter) I m av that when

i a bos at scheol 1 h(ui tha pleasure
of having the © Bulletin 7 in my hands each
wesk, and in those days it was one of the
chief things that mouldecz’public opinion.

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLic INSTRUCTION :
Did it mould vours?

Mr. FRY: My opinions are formed on
facts and by truihs as thov are presented
to m~ I don’t know if the Minister has
any opinions of his own, or whether he
accepts them from others. Ths Minister
for Education might be contentod to remain
on board A ship with a «rifting career.
The ship of State, of “whi

You voted against

(Laughter, h ke
H. m@nﬂb“y of the crew, has been drlftmg
on for and now

about four and a-half years

it is on the rocks. I am t floating on a
drifting ship. I like to be on a ship which
has some :mcbility about it—someth thas

can force its way through the world. Thi

5
is from the “ Bulletin’ of the 29th July,
1920—
“ REPUDIATION DAy,
“The Quecy 1d Government struck

v sort of baby Waterloo in London when
application for a £9,067.000 loan was
rofused; but by a special disprnsation
of Trovidence the ¢ was=n't nearly so
bad as it might have been. If the
rejected appeal had been for nieney with
which to repay a debt falling due, the
risult would have heen
bankrupter, unless the Fedora

ment had come to the rescue and taken
ua irity the sole right to collecet cer-
tain State taxes. And even the Federal
Government m ghf have feund it uaul
enough to scrape up £9,000,000 in geld
for such a purpose.  Almaost as certainly

aw the sunrise no one else in Australia
would bave taken the chance, even if
moncey was available: and the appeal

of a turned-down borrower to the United
States—the only other lendsr these times
—would have been far from hopeful even
at the fancy rates which a prospective
insolvent is willing to promise. By extra-
ordinery good luck, however, the five-
years” life of the most unfinancial
Government in Australia has been free
of renewal loans. Nothing has fallen
due to give the British lender a chance
to cxpress in the fullest way his {frank
opinion of Ryan and Theodore and their
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allies. One of the last acts of the
DFnham Ministry was to renew at 4§ per
cout,  a  lamentable old T O T for
£11,728,80u, and the new crowd started
with nothing to pay till 1922. It was
the only State with such amazing good
fortune, New South Wales had about
£29,000.000 falling due in the same
space; Vietoria had #£21,000,000; South
Australia about £10.000,000; even Tas-
mania about £2,600,000. The price of
vencwal hit them all hard. Westralia,
ths other undeserving case, had less than
£309.000 to struggle with. But for this
weird streals of fortune the finance of
the }nan Theodore combine would have
dragged it or the State down before this.
But it i3 up agalust a l'dblhtv of
£2.3990.750 in 1922; £12,973,834 in 1924 ;
and £11,728,800 in 1626, And unless rain
f«lls to make new verdure in the loan
market, or unless Queensland finds a
very different sort of Government and
does g0 very soon, the first State insol-
veney in Anstralasis is fised for one of
these dates, or eaviier.”
At twenty minutes past 11 o’clock p.m.,

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber hus cxhausted the thme allowed him by
the Standing Orders.

Hox. W, . BARNES: An interjection
from the cther side mmmdcﬂ us of this fact:
That the poliey  Speech which has been
delivered in .*,hc other plice by His Excellency
the Licutenant-Governor was one of the most
extresie that hes ever been delivered. I
question if ever, in the history of this great
Stite, there has been a Speech of the
kind delivered before, and let me say that it
la a most exira \1"dm.uv thing that such a

Svecch should have heen delivered. It looks
ts me that the hon. momu s who had to do
with the preparation of that Speech were
like men who were out fishing, and they had
other what would be

suggested oune to the
the hest bait with which to catch the fish.

. You missed your fish.

The TLOME SECRETARY

Hox., W. H. BARNES: lhn acting leader
of the CGovernnient, a!ll of & sudden, has
AnnHUTen turned ve mpathetic towards

of the war gratultv bonds. I
that not very long ago the
ist party in the Federal
blamed for not
v bonds—for not
Londs should be in

the holder
guite remember
leader of the National
Ho Was Very Seri
"'i\'m out cash for sold
that the soldiers’

8 YH‘

Hear, hear!

TTO\' W. H. BARNES: Yet we find that
thi= Government, shich is financially on the
rocks and '"1*11 an election looming, are say

jos!

ing to the scldiers, “ Look, in four months’
time, if vou come along, we will cash your
bonds.”

The Acrixe Provipr: That is  utterly
untrue. They were told that they could get
cash on the 1zt Scptember.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: At any rate, 1t
was distinctly stated that in four months
time they would get payment.

The Acring PREMIER:
soread over six months.

Payment was to be

H. BARNES: The Government
financially bankrupt that they have
o the soldiers who are working for
We are not able to \'10 what private
are doing for the returned soldiers

Hon. W. H. Barnes.)

Hox. W.
are so
to say

pooplv
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working for them,” bub ther have spread
pavment over six months.

The HoMe SECReTaRY: You know
ate preople are not doing anything.

that

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I know that this
Government, who poses as the friends of the
soldiers, did not cash the bonds.

The Acrine Premier: That is not true.
The soldiers suggested that we should spread

the pavment over six months, as Hughes
would not pay cash.

Hoyx. W. H. BARNES: I would like to
know who made the suggestion to the

Government.
The AcTING PREMIER:
selves,

Hox. W. H. BARNES: We know how
mreetvona are brought about. Might I
eminid the Government that not very long
ago a statement was made that an election
was shortlsy to iake place, and one of the

actions of the Governinent was, at any rate,
to say that the statiueni was nob correct.
The Acrineg Preyurn: That was
vou wmade it
Hox. W. H. BARNE It ouly proves

what we have found again and again—ihat
the statement was app(nnnﬂ correct, and it

ws tuat I was right in saving what I

The soldiers them-

herause

8

You have not proved it

W. H. BARNES:
it any more than the Gevernor's
proved anything, We ave told that we ave
to do certain business and got out.  Why?
For an appeal to 1he country. 1 believe that
every member of the Opposition will heartily
(Government laughter))

I have not proved
Hpeech has

weleome that appeal.
The AvTING PreMiER: Which Opposition?
ITox, W. II. BARNES: The combined
Opposition, ‘rbs 1vu n who are out to put up
A 1t and sink any differences they may
have in order thet they may re-establish
sane government  in  Queensland.  (Hear,

en we had an amendment
snd I want to say, as
I think the Govern
Leve done the right thing in making it pos-
s«ible for that vote to be taken. I have no
fault to find with the Gow ‘nment on that
seore, but I want to draw attention o
another fact—a fact that cannot be gain-
said—the fact tmt 1A11~ {. 'e1nmem are afraid

B cg of the
Tuse Lhey know the
h in then ity
1me t la ug‘h‘rer.)

hear 1) This after:
cu a certain

said l:“fom

0 ¢
meironolitan  aie
p@ople there kave lost fa
m votin {(Govery

N
«od to be f

hll?
Imv

in connection
‘he community.

AGRICTLTTRE : The

cratic
with the

to prevail
strength of

CRETARY T lacal

franchise,

bo

The
}

. BAR

There the Minister

A rrr'cultme chq in.  He has just two
I things that he brings before thiz House,
and then the \u]Ol of his iateliigence is

exhausted. What is th‘ condition of the rolls
to- In\ ¢ DBulimba, after allowing for the
deduction, has 12,318 voters, Nundah 9,447,
Oxley 8,519, Toombul 8,965, Toowong 8,355,

[Hon., W. H. Barnes.
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Windsor 10,455, making a total of 58,060, or
an average of 9,677.
My, Krrwan: It is worse in
vour form of governiment,
How., W. II. BARNES: I remember that
stock phrase coming from the hos. member
for Brisbane previously. In Charters Towers

Vietoria under

there ave 3,36 electors, Chillagoe 1,191, Cook
3.483, Burke 2.004, Kennedy 26‘38 and
Quesnton 2,746, or a totzl of 16,168, and a

difference of 41.882

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
to take the representation away
country ?

H . BARNES: I do not. That is
anothor steck cry, but I have yet to learn
that a labouring s vote Is worth less in
your clecturate, bpmker and in the
electorate of the Secretary for ¥ Ubhc Tnatruc-
tion than it is worth scmewhere else,

The Activa Preamr: You voted
the cmpioyer three wvotes and the
man one.

ITox. W. M. BARNES: XNo.
another cld red-herring that the hon. mem-
ber is trying to draw acvess the ivack., There
has never been a tiree when T have not votoed
for o man one vote and one vote one
value; and here®is a so-called democratic
Government afraid to give anyibing like a
fair deal
SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSYRUCTION :
no complaint from my electorate on
ore.

You want
from the

to give
Wumub

That 1is

Hov. W, IZ. BARNES: Is that an answer
t5 something that nmud spell justize and
1‘ig.ﬁ and  equality 7 The Minister has
wana 20 to tmooth them down that they
‘ : R4 (opfima if they ave the exceptions,
but I shouid be very mu iwch surprised if throy

equulity of representa-
in which we are handi-
criticising that we would
our last oppor-

ave satisfied with
ion. _Anothe:

pped in doing the
iike to do— mf)‘ it s possib‘

tunity, I Im wson of the fact
that the Mi , or from another
cause. signific rant fact that to-day
I sent to fi;e 11‘“21 wry a letter arking for the

at the 30th June, and the
10y were not ready? You
that this afterncon, when T
'on, I was asked to give
ignifi ¢ the pub:
le balanses on t‘l(‘ 30th June are net yet
aveilable to the public?

The As7iNg PREMIER:
printed ever;

Iig=. W. II. BARD
41 -

The balances are

: not a fact,
to an Nechon without
port? 1 do not say
is responsible for that,
Auditor-Gencral dr
way which we
somea othrr f
T wonld 1o
nt that figur

b=
to plare before their
pertain to the vital
Stete arve kept to one

made tor not

thit some
-»‘al\pii‘iirrf them,
The Ac L
vou left the Tlod k
wnow whether vou h.l

Hox, W. H. BARNES: The hon. member
inight take it a little more kindly. Depend
upnn 1t, when a wan loses his temper, you

: You know Mmt when
lazt timie vou (-m not
a crodit or a debit.
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are hitting him and that he feels that he
i¢ being hit. 'The Hon. the Secretary for
Public Instruction has been trying to draw
me in regerd to certain things, and I think
the new member for Herbert, to whom 1
listenced very patiently vesterd drew atten-
tion to something which 1.(1)pc'\ed when the
Denham (“o\'ewm‘_nt were in office. He said
that a Bill had been prepared with refevence
to the pastoralists, The point I want to
drive home is that, whatever it may have
been, it was never brought forward and
passed.  But this Gov mrnen* did not only
deal with the land laws in a nmtnm fashion,

3

but went back as much as years, and
many people who have pm‘tod with their

n

properties are being asked to pay up.

Hon. J. MvuLrax interjected.

Hox. W. . BARNES: One hon. mexn
has alrveady 1l 1 us of something v
was said by the hon., member who intel)"“tod
and I am sorry that he was not in his place
at the time.

Hon. J. Mrioax: And he misvepresented
me

Hox., W. I, BARNES: One hon. mem-
er who spoke this afternoon put his finger
on the point in conn tion ‘Mth the failure
of  if to get his loan money.
He ss that, generally spesking, when =2
an i secking to get mionoy by way of
loan, it is not so much the sccurity that is

considered as the character of the man—
personality wnd character: and the reason
swhy the Government have not got the money
they went is because people in the old
countrr huve lost confilence in them.

The SrCRELARY ror PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
ITave the Commonwsalth and  Victorian
Governmeits lost their characters?

Fox. W. i1, BARNES: It is ouite sufli-
clent for e to deal with thiz Government,
who bankrupt of ideaz, and who have
practically no mioncy eithev, without bother-
g whout the Commonwounlth Government.
The fast rvemains that the money was not
advan to M 'iuﬂodo@ because the Go-
vernmoent d the confidence of
those old land.

The AGRICULTURE: At a
price.

who live in the
FOR

SCRETALY

We are told that
it at a price. Do you see how
the truth leaking out? Do vou notice
how the Specch was essed out? They
st have spent b gotting sontances
which thoy thought would cateh the public
ear. 1t i» perfecily eerfain that the reason
for the high pr w2 asked by the Investors is
that the
The o
of iui rest
ox., W. #. 1
shows how deveid of busine
Home Secretary is. The gger the risk,
ioger the rats of "ntu:stfal‘\\'e‘l} and
member should know that.
Mr. Carter: That is & frue 1
You are well up oin it
1 vour life.

Hox. W. IL
we could g

s

1at would the rate

(302 . M
i do " with the security ?

have

‘he interjection
knowledge the

iTit.
on

member

hon.
knows. It has
huw had such

as he. The
fitle ioundhng

svav tha
cr seen mch
e had not

vou would 1*11“1;
a baby before. 1t

(19 Avcust.]
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But one thing in conveciion with that surplus
is very significant. I know that you are a
student of these thing Mr. Speaker, and I
went to ask whether vou read the figures

published at the beginning of Auguqt in
connection with the expenditure for July.
2 ] !

Did you wnotice how it had grown?

I hope if did not pass through your mind,
a5 it did through mine, that prooublv some
of the items had conveniently been 11Jd over

from 3Cth June. <o that they might be paid
durivg JuL and appear in the August state-
ment.  Let me draw the attention of the

House to this fact:—In 1816-17 the Govern-
nent deficit was £253,493: in 1917-18 it was
£409,451; in 191&19 it was £171,883,
surpius in 193156-16 was £34,000, and in 1
it was £26.855. The expenditure
Funds in 1918-19 was £2,446566. In
R TG waz ospent, and  the rve-
ts from_Trest Fands were £2,932,552
@ Loan Fund the expenditure in the vear
s £2,736,412, and in 1918-20 it was

Already to-nighi the attention
been drawn to the big

o7 n6/(‘
of thu H(m~e has

diffe o beiween the expenditure in 1918-19
and in  1919-20—a  difference of about
£1.200,000. When the then Trca,~1lre:* (Mr.

Theodore) prmu‘tnd hig Statement I drew

attention to the fact that Hln taxation which
1m proposed was going to bring in very much
more ’rhan he expected ;s and it is
]‘}erfr-:x,t)y certain it did. The revenue ex-
ceeded the estimate by £870,000. and the
p\pnnmrui‘e exceeded the estimate by about
£840,000. Lot us look at how the people
were bled. 11)mme tax prod’wou £i83.000
more than was cstimated, stamp  duty
£123.000 more than was estimated, 1 railwass
£563,000 more than was cxtimated. I want
to stress the last point—thai eve time
there is a desire to increase revenue, who are
the neople who have to provide it? T say
delibevately to-night from my place in this
House that it is the producer who has to
provide it.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :

fHox, W. H. BARNES: The aim is to get
a: the ploducer,

The HoOME SECRETARY :
them.

Hox., W. . BARNE
in and again br this
made o foothall to X
Government, through the 1axl\v 3
penalized the producer more 'thm any other

Nonsense.

You tried to get at

producer

Crovory
4+

Government which ever occupml the Treasury
b(*rv(".ms.

Is it s an wonder? I can vemember

tvan led that par*v he said, “ Our

, raake the wan outside i
No, the
1 ask. is not the

PrEMIER @ He did not

You arve twisting: wm

ot cantot

Hox BARNES: T am glad to say
T do nat on the lines of the Acting
I Government. a matter of
fc tcld that the object of the
Govern 1ld be to make people squeal

and

1.

EARN")E»:
wvou had in Vi
the community is =quealing.
home a placard with reg ard to

Hon. W. H. Ba;-ne&]

I da nnt knew
¥ but nearly
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butter. I say to-night that no man should
grumble at paying the dairyman a fair price
for his butter. That is a proper thing. But
what happened at one election? They said,
“ Return us and you will have butter at ls.
per {7
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: VYour
firm charge 3 per cent. to handle the butter.
Hox. W. H. BARNES: The Minister, I
am sorry to say. does not speak the truth
in that regard; because. as a matter of fact,
we do not as a firm handle one single pound
of factory butier, i
The Acting DPREVIER:
you; they are too careful.
Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentie-
man says they will not let us. I want to
say that, as_far as the State Produce Agency
is concerned, our takings a long way eclipse
its takings in the city of Brisbane. .
The SecrETARY ¥OR RICULTURE : But they
return half the commission. ’
Fox. W. H. BARNES:
with that phase. I have said on the floor
of this House before that they have an
excellent manager. But what s the posi-
tion?  Supplying Government departments
withont any competition—whos could not make
a profit under such conditions? Tt does not
require very much management to make a
profit under conditions of that kind, especi-
ally bearing in mind that, according to the
returns for the previous year, apparently a
good part of the business must have been
through Government departmonts, Now let
me get down to the position with regard to

Ther will not let

I want to deal

taxation. In 1914-15—the last year of the
Denham Government in  office—*he  total
amount received in direct taxation was

£954,457.  That was at the rate of £1 3s. 2d.
per capita.  In 191516 the tavation had
grown to £1455359, being £2 2s. 9d. per
capitsl: in 191617 it was £1.564.015, heing
£2 6s. 9d. per capita: in 191718 it was
£1761,232, or £2 12s. 2d. per capita; in
1918-19, £2,772.269, or £3 19s. 10d. per capita;
and for the last financial yeur £3.323,745,
or £4 14s, 3d. pev capita. High finance |
Yet notwithstanding taking out of *he pockets
of the people moner in that wav. where do
tiie Government find themselves?
The Acting Prenier: Over here.

Hox. W. I But their
there is going to be short-lived.
let us look the thing fairly and squarely in
the face. What does it mican? You can tax
and tax again, but do not forget that vou
are going to reduce the spending power of
the community and the result is going to he
disastrous to the communite. TLook at the
Specch, il you will. Tt is the most extra-
ordinary Speech 1 have ever read. We ave
told what the Government will do in the
sweet by and by, At the end it has a load
which T am sure the Government must be
ashamed of. They say in the sweet by
and by they are going to do these thines
Apparently the Government are sheltering
themsely in that particular way. . Now,
what 1+ the position in connection with
unforeseen expenditure? We were told here
tonight that so much had been done by the
Government: but what is the position?
Unforeseen expenditure in 1916-19 exceeded
£1,000,000, which was more than double that
of the previous year. The Auditor-General
drew  attention to that particular phase of
the position.  And there is ancther very
extraordinary position. The cash balances

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.

H. BARNES:
WY
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on 30th June, 1819, according to the Auditor~
General’s report, page 16, were £953,061.
Then I will read a sentence. He says—
“To arrive at this balance allowance
has to be made for the «deposit of
£1,000,000 placed at call with the
Tireasury by the permission of the
Queensland Government Savings Bank.”

The Government ought to feel very thankful
that they have a Savings Bank from which
draw in that way. What is the
vith regard to the railways? Let
us take a hurried glance. The earnings of
the railwavs in 1814-15 were £3 16s.

Notice how gradually they slow down. In
g 3 3

1915-16 they were £2 1ls. 10d., in 1816-17
£2 1s. Ed., in 1817-18 £1 9s. 7d., and in

1918-19 a5 was pointed out at the time-the
magnificent sum of 13s. 9d.
The AcriNg PreyiEr: Six and eight.

Flox. W. H. BARNES: Some
eight pences would ba deayr at any
would seem to me that the man
the railways by the Government has heen a
©sin-end-eightpenny 7 management, beciuza
it has been disastrous to the country. Let
us look at it again. Putting on the backs
of the producers a lead to carry, and yet at
the same time roturning only 13s. 9d.

The Acring Premier: The primary pro-
ducers turned zou down.

Hox. W. H. BARNES:
the primary producers may «o. My duty
here is to serve this count and I am going
to «orve it. and so are members belonging to
the National party. We are going to be
wise cnough, and 1 believe the primary pro-
duce are going to be wise enough, to
co-operate in this particular thing that is
coming on, in the interesss of Queensland.
That 15 the position we are taking up.

The SECRETARY FOR  ACGRICULTURE :
representatives In the eities; that is
you want.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I was arguing for
equality in representation, and the hon.
gentleman knows that there is an Act in
operation by which provision is made for a

20 per cent. quota in favour of

[12 p.m.] the country. And the ‘hon.

) gentleman should also know that
it is pesaible for his Government to have a
redistribution of seats without coming to
the Houwwe at all. Is it a fair thing that
Chillagoe—and it is significant that the Pre-
1ler represents Chillagoe-—is it a fair thing
that Chillagoe should have less than 2,000
electors. and Bulimba over 12,0007

The HomE SECRETARY : It has not less than
2,000.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Those are the
figures supplied to mie to-day.

The AcTiNg PREM Supplied by whom ¥

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am not going
to give the soures of my information. I
got them from the electoral rolls which are
available to anyvone.

The Activg PreviEr: When you said
“supplied,” that signifies that some person
suppiied them.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I have sufficicnt
money to buy a roll when I want one. I
now want to make a few remarks in con-
nection with the absence of anvthing in the
Governor’s Speech that goes to tackle the

I carc not what

More
what

bigger problems of this great Seate.  Let
me compare the bigger problems of the
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State with what has been the policy of the
Government. Tm policy of the Government
in the past has been not to look about and
see what are the big things of thls great

State: but very ‘1eqaemlv the policy has
been to receive instructions from outau_le
scurces spend  their money in certain

directions, overlooking the great needs of
the State. Is there not a call to every
Queenslander to rvealise that at the prosent
moment the number of people who are on
the land is euall, comparatively speaking?
and it i= the duty of those who are respon-
sible to see that everything is done to widen
out and broaden their viewpolnts—to get
away from the cities, much as they nced
attention.

The Activg PreMier: Do you support the
delegation to London?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man is trying to get my oplmon in that
connectinn, but I want to tell him that, as
far as T know, the delegation was com-
posed of excellent gentlemien whom it is
a privilege te know and respect. I am not
on my trial about anything the delegation
viav have done, but I simply wish to say
that I hed no more to do with the sending
of the delegation te Lendon than the hon.
gentleman had.

The SECRFTARY
repudiation !

Hox. W.

FOR AGRICTLTURN: More

H. BARNES: Might I remind
the hon. gentleman that 1if, after his
political life is ran, he is able to retire with
a name as good as that of Sir Robert Philp
and Sir Alfred Cowl then he will feel
’mdt he has not lived in vain.

The Howre Secrerary: Tell us what
think of the delegatien,

Tou

The Acrine PrEMIER: Do you think they
snecesded ?
Hox. W. H. BARNE The hon. gentle-

man Is mwissing hic mark just now. I am not
in the mood to oblige him., T can only say
that hon. members on this side will “olcmm
the election; that we are out to fi
aivly snd s and I believe that the 01‘eat
wajority of thr\ “oﬂungz men of this State
have come to realise that if there is one
thing more than 1 i

another that i: going to
help  the Stste of Queensland, it is by
returning a  Govermment which iz not a
Labour Government, and that they are going
to =0 cs their wotes. They will at least
reglise that there is greater scourity for them
1 anv other Covernment than there is in
present Government. (Hear, hear )

3r. BEBBINGTON (Zreyton): The Go-

¥ t seem to have got into a position
ther ave as ]wms)ﬂvlnm a position
eithier back or for-

W voeannot go

wa are in a position something
sim i which many of our pecnle
have Leon placed after vears ‘of drought and

who have hx drswing on the banks
that the benks have had to say thew
keep them going any longer. The pos
however. is different in one w ay. The pro-
ducers have got into their present position
owing to the (H astrous drvoughts, while the
Government’s position has been brouv‘h t about
by long extravagance. They have had | larger
revenues than anv previous GGovernment, and
the miore they have received the more thev
have spent. It seems to me they are doing
the best they can to break up the present
system.  They state that the present capi-

[19 Avarst.]
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talistic system should be broken up. I am
ot blaming the members of the present Go-
vernment personally for the present state of
affairs, I blame the outside power which
pulls the strings for members of the Govern-
ment to dance to. We are forced into the
belief that there are organisations outside
which have no possible chance of studying
the political position, which have no respon-
sibilities, who are forcing the Government to
do thmgjv\ that they ought not to de. If the
hon. geutleman wants to knew whose fault it
is that the recent loan was not a success,
I can soon tell him.
The Acrixe PREVIER :
tion’s.
My, BE

Whose? The delega-
BBINGTON: Are they going to
continually make a laughing-stock of them-
selves by saving that three citizens who have
very little pelitical influsnee—one of these
gentlemen, according to the Premier, refused
to have anything to do with politics, and
refused to be Lieutenant-Governor of
this State. (Government laughter,) \\ as the
lon. Mr. Theodore right or wrong in what
he =aid? Did the hon. gentleman make a
deliberate inisstatement when he said the
position had been offered to one gentleman

who was on the delegation and that he
refused to accept 1t?
The Actixe Preuigr: The Premier said

that Sir Robert Philp had been sounded.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The Acting Premier
said that the soldiers propesed certain terms,
and no doubt the soldiers were sounded.

At ten minutes after midnight,

\Ir BRENNAN called attention to the
¢t thet there were onls tv o members sitting
on the Opposirion side of the Ilouse.

Mr. E:F} BINGTON : It is about time the
hon. umb(*r for Toowoomba knew more
about hlc fes of the Hous There is only
one way out of the mnept position. and that
13 to do maore work ; hut thn Covernment have
never suwh a thing. They have
increased production.  Take

cannery, about which so
{low are they encour-
and v hat ds t of pro-
a tin of piz ; sold in
chers’ shops and fish shops. Each
and I have no

s

suggested

Grerocsted

- own but
nple costs about 3d.,

that many of the pincapples would
bwo tins, MHowever, I am ahov*mo @
»in of Zd. a tin for the pines. Theso

are sold at 4d. to 1+, 8d. 'The whole
of lahour 1s» about Is por dozen., I
Minisior to say that a tin of
pineapples, which they are selling for 1s. 4d.,
costs nore than 3d., and the wages about 1d.
Where does the other 1s. Surelr the tin
docs not cost 1s. I want to state that there
is too much « between the producer and
the consumer. w huL should be removed. If
the State cannot reduce if, to whom can we
Took? Take the butchers’ shops. We know
that the Government get bee! at 35d. per lb.,.
and =ell it at an average of about 6id., so
that it takes more to cut up the bullock and
put him over the counter than it takes to get
him there, One hon, member has referred to
the high price of wool as being responsible
for the high price of clothing.

The Acr It has
do with it

Mr. BEBBINGTON : A gentleman in this
chamber had a suit of clothes made out of
wool purposely to see what the cost would be.

M. Bebbington.]

cort
chalienge the

go?

something to

PREMIFER :
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The cost of the 7 1b. of greasy wocl at 2s. per
. was 14s. The cost of manufacturing at
Ipswich was £1 6s. 8d., and the cost of the
tailoring £4 17s. 10d., so that the total cost
was £6 185. 6d. 1 mr,not sce any profiteering
in that.  They teli me it 15 a week’s
work for a taltor to make a suit ol clothes:
and if so, it-is not overpaid. How can the
high price of wool be responsible for the high
price of clothing? That man’s suit was
similar to the one T have on, which cost
£3 10s. The ecst is in the distribution from
producer ro consumer, and we have done all
possibly can to res Tuce it T would remind
the G\,xo mment of the effort we made on the
4th September last rear, when, at the request
of the party on this side, I brought in a
motion to exterd the p)mclple of the Co-
opelatno A al Production Act to
industries, in order th o would not have to
waterial awvay to be manufactured.
sisted in exactly the same
farmers have been assisted to
e raw material for market. I

maintsin  that the ordinary meclanic bas
at least az much brains as the farmer: and
why canmnot our mechanics and artisans do
something like the farmers, who have 60 or
80 or ncarly 100 cheese factories, and a large
number of butter factories, some costing up
to £30,000? I say that we have the best
raw material in the world in our young
Australians, and. given the opportunity to do
that, they could do it. There is one dark
cloud—one black hand-—hanging ovar every-
thing. Au~t1alia ie a land of suashinc and
richness and plenty, but we see a country
which the Acvi Premier termed a little
web island, the world on her
back for four s—d COu mtry «to whom we
owa £42.000.000 in onc oebt—o')‘ummn from
a terrible war ring off £300,009,000 of

They might be a
way

as the

her public debt. is in a climats very
differsnt from the on: we have here. There
are Anstralians to-day—and I (an prove i
fo you sra paying 82 per ceat. of their
incoines o in taxes, who did it in 1916,
1917, and 1818, Asnd CGreat Britain has no
land revenue. I belicve thut the Queens-
land Governmen: are the largest landlords

in the worll
The Ac

to-day.

And the boest.

My, BEBRINGTON: And the worst. OCut
of over a million Lou mds of rent which they
recel how wmuch do they pay back in

improvements?
Mr, GLEDsON :
Mr. ‘su?"f
do with if,
tha

Ovar 5.000 miles of railway.
NGTON That has nothing to
much do they \p»‘“d oh
hich they draw that
never oxpend a shil-
Let the Minister for
nds in improvements,

ARY Lo I

£40,000,000—0n

My, BEBUI \uTJN.
ingle shil
d)‘f:w

TOR

Over

Ther did
ling en the prop vty {1
the v . and t thes
out 1)0110‘\*.méy CHUIIO NS
ecp people emploved,

a Gove 1

boepend
1 which
cannot
sums in
aud th
it 18 to come to an

Becat :aunot borrow
vou ha ,431\1 than
about Ism and

ordism !

The
have to
the meo

"l\r' Pry *\1 wou know that we
d £2.030 a yexr in interest on
vour old GL)\'crnmem borrowed ?

[Hr. Bebbington.
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Mr. BEBBINGTON: In 1914-15, when the
Denham Government went out of office, the
whole of the national debt paid £3 15s. 9d.
in the pound. The next year the return was
£2 11s. 3d.; the next vear, £2 1s.; and the
following year, £1 16s, 10d.; and the follow-
ing year, 1918-18, 135, 1d.

I sec from the “ Daily Mail” that a number
of our loans, amounting to £15000,000, must
soon be renewed, and we cannot renew ag

the present time at less than 64
[12.30 a.m.Iper cent. To raise money at 6%

per cont., and then invest it in
undertakings which bring in 13s, per cent.,
he article says, is business that szavours
of bedlam. “We have spent over £7,000,000
this year, and I \omd iike to know how
that money has been invested. A lot of it
has been invested in works that will not
return one-tenth per cen have heard it
ted that ©2,0600,000 a year was as much
s the Denham Government could weli spend
supervise it so that it would return

How can thiz Government properly
etween  £7,000,000 and  £8,000,0007?
ive not done so. If we are only going
to be able to borrow money at 7 per unt.,

interest.

when railway material m lalour cost
doulle what thor did b(w"omk and the money
only returns 13s. , we shall get into

a very bad positton. The Government are
heaping burdens upcn our joung people in
tle future., The young people cught to join
together and vote awam\+ the present Govern-
ment as a 710test against this injustice.
Financiers teH us that the intercst on our
ational debt will be «£3,000,000 a vear when
oans which will soon mam re have to be

A good deal has been said as fo
Go nt did not get the loan:
can tlr(\v expact to get the mon

their pporiers  in Quesnsland
duno wmee capitalism and want to  destroy
£? 1ts have been made in Labour

mfcwﬂcc* about the nced for the consoli-
\A.Llou of Labour’s forces if capitalism is to
bhe overthrown, and that thevy cannot have
democracy  untll capitalism overthrown
That appears from the veport in the * Daily
stavdard” of the Labour Convention of
1918, How can you say you sre going to
overthrow and destrov capitelism, and then
»xpect the Londen people to iend you noney
to do it? That ¢ .;plains the reason why the
loan wus refused. Right avey from Rock-
hampton down 0 the South. we have the
Labcur party ]wnhclv Lmﬂan ning  these
views,  We on thl

Je believe that that
industrics, and

asan

money in
ant to put
citizens who

three

fil i OL 5 o)
W London new  Governor
R I thi
AT"']\"JL
vofun

time allowed him by

SIZER: 1

] d to have an
of me Amg a

fow observations

Pnhament pas out of cxistence.
been said in connection with the
deleguumn which has gone to Fngland. I am
\'ely. plea to sce the Government have
been generous enough in the official Spgé\.«h
to recognise that the Opposition had nothing
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to do with the delegaticn. I was interested
to hear the quutenant Governor refer to
the delegation as one of unofficial people. By
that we understand that they went entlrely
on their own bat, ‘111(1 therefore hon. gentle-
men on the other side have nothing to charge
us with. T have never heard of anyv objection
being taken to the Dremier of Quecnsland
going to a conference with De Valera and
oth cnemies of the British Empirve. T
believe he also attended other conferences on
behalf of Queensland, where other enemies
of the Empire were present, and no objection
was talren by hon. gentlemen. That had
some effect upon the stability of the finances.
‘We cannot forget thote things, and also other
delegations which went to Perth prepared to
betraw Queensland and Australia. Does it
net dawn on hon. gentlemen that those things
are knmzn on the other side? We know
those thin have had an cffert upon the
financial position of Queensland. It is not
remarkable we have reached a stage where
the Government have been practically com-
pelled to ecapitulate. My opinion is that
the Government are going to the country in
the hope that they 1 not come back into

office. ~ They know perfeetly well they ave
facing a position for which thev huve been
entirely responsible, and they are anxicus
to let some other Government make the

attempt to set matters right because of their
inability to do if, Members on t} ide of
the House will do their duty irrespective of
vhat the consequences might be, and in the
best interests of the State. Whether the dele-
gation went to England ¢r not does not alter
the c¢ase one iota. Ths fact remains that
Queensland’s eredit has gonﬁ, and the finan-
clevs overseas no longer have any confidence
in this particular Gnvornm(nt We cannot
deny the fact that Queensland is in a very
parlous condition.  With & war debt of
£400,000.000, in addition to the %t\xfC obliga-
tions, the people have a millstone round their
necks. If hon. gentlemen get a further lease
of office they will place a greater millstone
round the necks of the people. I have here
a rather intevesting little document. published
in 1915, which refers to the Rinking Fund
to meot maturing foans. On page 23 it says—

“ How

w11l be
tgle indebtedness  of

necessary such a provision is
manifest when it iz stated that
Queensland s

,260,000,  with an annual interest
charge of £1,635,000.”
Then it zoes on to point ouf—

“To wipe out r‘mt CROTIMOS debt abso-

Jutely nothing is being done.’

A Jittls bit further on it says—
“In other words., mest of ocur loans
have been converted to pay interest on

e paving in
a vear in
of money

The Labcur
nte of affairs

R
'umxan loans, and we
Australia rearly nine millio
} ferm of intercst on lo
ve have never actuallv had
.*.41-‘[3* demands that this

shall ceasc.”

In 1911 it was the good adwiinistration of the
much-maligned Denhaw CGovernment which
made provision for renewiny £11,728,000 at
45 per cent. This particular Government,
WhQn they came into power, had no obliga-
tions to meet until 1922, Had it not been for
the foresight of the Denham Government,
_the Queensland Government would have got
their answer from the London market at a
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much earlier date. Imagine, if you can,
what the position of Queensland
[t am.] would have been had they been
placed in a similar position to
that of South Australia. Despite the fact that
the Government had a record revenue, they
have shown a surplus of only £26,000. They
also showed a surplus in 1915-16 of £34,000,
but when we had the Auditor-General’s re-
port we found that there was actually a
deficit of £100,000. The Government, {for
clectioneering  purposes, has once again
aiﬂncunmd a surplus, but that has been faked
also.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is not in order in using those terms.

Afy. SIZER: Then, I say it is exactly on
a par with the 1915-1916 surplus, and Wwe
shall find. when the Auditor-General’s report
comes to hand, that there should have boo a
delicit shown. To say that the Covernment
huve not been mdulgmg in some high finance
woutd be idle, in view of the fact thet we
see that in July of this year the revenue

increased by £45,925 and that the expendi-
ture for the same period inc roased by
£T?2 360.  What happmcd in July to camo

in the expenditure

im mon

lﬂ(““ a

&uggest hat accounts that should hm.o
}mid in June wove held over uatil

The Acrrve PreMIER: Quite wrong.

Mr. SIZER: I suggest that the hon.

u
gentlvman should gwe us some information
on these mutters. Hven if the Government
did not no]d accounts over, it shows that we
“from bad fo wi ”

se’” every dar,

are ing
and on theie figures slone the Government
stand condemned, and I am cortain that the

electors witl pnt the proper 1ﬁuprctatmn
o the financial administration of the
Covernmer It has been proved bLeyond all
shadow of doubt that t, whatever the (;0\'61‘1‘1-
ment many say in regard to humanitarian
legislation. they stand condemned on the
question of finance. It is obvious to any-
one that the surplus is only a fictitious
one; and if we had to find the money which
is =upposed to be at credit, we would be in
8 very ser S 1914, when
the Gov administra-
tion,
bren brought about. The amount of the
loan indebtedness has wcmasnd alarmingly,
From that date till 1915, the loan indebted-
T s increased flo.n £44.000,000 to
-"’56 559,04 16, and the interest bill amounted
tn £2.166,678. In 1919, with the Gavern-
ment =till in office. the loan indebtedness
had advunced to £65,581.121, and the interest
bitl had inereased to 52‘638,310 while in
1820 the debt  had  increased o
£70.000,000.  Since the presant Government
have been in pmwr the public debt has been

something like £30,000,000, and

‘ ‘tﬁc
the very thing that they deplored has

took over

inereazed by

it is obvicus fo evervone that the Govern-
ment have failed lamen v. The Govern-
ment i+ prictically bmnunp\, and vet they

have the auds - to put forward a pro-
gramnie which wonld cost millions of pounds
to put into epevation. They are attempting
to again delude the people by putting on
the programme Bills that they know will
never he put into operation, and which
would cost millions if put into operation. I
would give tho Government credit if they
had admitted to the people that thev were
unable to carrv on any longer. and if they
informed the people that if they received

Mr. Sizer.]
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a further mandate to carry on they must
increase the taxation. And in this connec-
tion I would remind the Government that
wo have passed the limit of taxation to the
best interests of the State, and that we are
about reaching the limit of taxation that
can be borne by the State. If they were
honest, they would tell the people that if
they are rcturned they must Impose further
taxation to carry out their programme. KEven
if ther are returned with a bigger majority
than they have to-day, it will not release
the money in London. The Government
should be honest, and tell the people that
even if they arc returned they will not be
able to get money, except by extorting it
from the people of the State; and if they tell
them that, T have no fear what the answer
will be. Let hon. members tell us how they
propose to finance their programme. Do
they pronose to raise money which with
charges may cost 8§ per cent.,, and put it
into railways veturning 13s. 4d. per cent.,
or a little over & per cent.?

Mr, GrEpsox: Ther should have stopped
the Terror’s Creck railway.

Mr. SIZER: It is quite evident that the
Government have crumbled to pieces on the
financial question. and are endeavouring to
seclt whatever refuge they can. The Minis-
ters, feeling that thev themselves are safe.
believing that they ave certain to be returned
to =it in Opposition and condemn a Govern-
ment for trving to rectify the position intn
which they have got the State, whilst their
less fortunate followers arc defeated, seem
not to care. The position the Government,
vith their enterprises and so on, have got the
State into is z2larming.

The Fowne SECRETARY: Are you alarmed?

Mr. SIZER: If the hon. member, after
lcoking the position honestly in the face, is
net alarmed, then he is not fit to be a respon-
sible Minister.  We know that the coming
year iz going to be one of the worst we have
ever experienced, that prices will soar still
higher, and that moncy will be still dearer.

It is about time we had some definite resuli
of the operations of the Siute trawler. We
hear day after day thst it is still exploring.
State is losing hundreds of pounds
a month, including the losses of nets, and I
have information—which I have no reason
to doubt—to the effect that their hauls aro
50 poor that they sre compelled to put the
ceew to fishing with hand lines. I am quite
prepared to support industries so long as they
pay their way, but so soon as they becomic
unprofitable ventures it is time the Govern-
ment got out of them. Ilon. members
have referred to a speech of the hon. member
for Logan, and said that one justification is
that the fishermen get better prices.  We
know that at Iaster time the Government
ncreased the price to the consumers pretty
considerably, but did not incrcase the price
to the fishermen; and when heavy catches of
mullet were being made fish vas bei g con-
demned and dumped which was hardly dead
—some of which was alive—so much so that
they are threatened with litigation—for the
simple reason that the markes was glutted.

Mr. Porrock: Vou want to spend a week

on the trawler and you would know what vou
are talking about. ’

Mr. SIZER: The hon. member should be
there all V‘the time, and then he would under.
stand.  Fortunately my information comes

[Mr. Sizer.
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from somebody who iz there all the time.
Flectors of mine have made heavy catches
of mullet in the Pine River, and have been
treated as I have =aid. I would be quite
prepared to stand or fall by the answer of the
fishermen. On that issue I would be in power
to-morrow.

In the face of these facts, is it any wonder
that the information has got overseas? Any
individuals who would lend money to a
Governmert whose record is such as that of
the present Government, whose handling of
the finances hes been such as theirs, should
consult a mental speclalist.

My. GrEpsox : You think Queensland should

not get money ?
SIZER . T say that this Government
should not get mon Queensland will get
plenty of money when it gets better govern-
ment, and probably it will be in the best
interests of the State if this Government do
not get monrey and thev make way for a
Government who will handle the finances
wisely and well.

Mr. GLEDSOX : If it repeals legislation.

My, SIZER: If hon. members are not
going to retrench, they must be prepared
evidently to thrvow the country into an clec-
tion and to risk the chance of coming back
into power by some mere accident.

The ACTING PREMIER: In rising to
speak on this motion I ecannot help referring
to the | rgument or the total absenco
of knowledge of prezent-day finanee which has
characterised the debate from the other side.
At a time when we are approaching an
election—of course, as overyone knows, an
election is coming; that was announced in
the fGovernor's Speech—there should be
running in our minds seme consideration of
the Important matters in which we  ave con-
cerned. We should show some little atfention
and capacity; but during the afternoon, since
half-past & o’clock till now, I have sat on
the bench here and heve heard nothing but
captious criticism, more or less petulant
observafion, and mere peevishness which is
quite absent, us a rule, from debates here.

Lir. Vovrs And irrelevant interjections
fiom the Acting Premier.

The ACTING TPREMIER: Only to help
the two leaders, and [ have eundeavoured to
help the two depuiv leaders and the whips,
snd the remainder of the party that com-

o)

pr all officers and no soldiers. (Laughter.)
At any rate, 1t appears that there is
some  complaint  about  the extravagance

Government. We arve always
o complaints about the extravagance
Labour Government. I well remem-
Cook, now Sir Joseph Cook, securing
ution and going to the country
and ti:at also at the previous
election, when Mr., Fisher went to the coun-
try, the erv was bad Labour finance:, Mr.
Fughes then was defending Labour finance
all the time. Our oppencnts are generally
ankrupt of intelligence, and our security
lick in the safe sterility of the Oppesition
and the intellects of the Opposition. They
always vesort to a criticism of finance in their
extremit Now Mr. Hughes is the big
financier and we ave the bad financiers. We
find Mr. Hughes lavish, extravagant. Money
is coming in easily from the Customs, but—
although we are told we cannot get money—
Mr. Hughes cannot cash bonds for soldiers
that our Government cash.

Mr. Vowtres interjected.

of  the
hearing

g c
a
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The ACTING PREMIER: That is abso- cvery politician en the Tory side was up
lutely untrue. to his mneck in the bribery and corruption
Mr. Vowres: I s:id, “Iiave vou cashed  fhat surrounded the whole business. We talk

one yet?”

The ACTING PREMIER: T thought vou
sald we had not. Mr. Hughes would not,
and could not, cash thos:e bonds, and there
are only two Governments—Labour Govern-
ments—that arc cashing them in Australia,
for their own ecmplovees—the Queensland
Government and the New South Wales
Government,

Mr. Sier:
them?

The ACTING
them without dl(‘r

When arve you going to cash
FAIER: We will cash
tien from the hon, mem-
who

ber {fur Nundah, has now risen to
the pusition of whip, or dictation from the
Imnervial League, just as the Government

honour undertaking—nnt cbligation.

Mr. Vowees: Would
value or part of it*

The ACTING PREBITR: We would pay
full face value, Public service soldiers made
cortain representations to the Govarnment, and
the Goversment were in a po~m~n to agres

h the recuest inade, Nothing

eould be asked, and it is & 1rimcnt
[1.30 a.m.] that all of our soldicr employees

ave  satisfied, uniess  ~omeone
to compel them to go further., We have
always the question of finance brought up
when no other argnu wnt is left, and the Go-
vernment is accused of being reckiess in finan-
cial matters. Ounz would imagine that during

any
full face

vou

pay

warnis

the last four veavs we have spent sn unusual
amo nt of lewn money, Sverrone admits
that the loan coxpenditure of the different

during the
inereased cost
sse 1N wages.
ral Grovernment,

States has increszed ennvinousty
war period, on &((’(\unf of the

of material and the huge ineye
As o matter of fact, the Fed

m connection with the unifieation of gauges,
reckoned that what wogld have ceit them
£12,000,000 in 1913 would to-day cort them

£24.003,050. 1 tock the trouble to pick out
the figures with regnrd to the Denham Go-
vernment’s borrowing for the lsst four vears
I find that they spent £10.600,000, while we
during the last four years speut £11,620,000,
a2 mere million difference, although the ‘cost
of material and wages had gone up all the
time. Yet we are accused of extravagance.
Their last four years is equal approximately
t our last four years.

Hon. W. H. BaRxEs:
o we paid our way,
doing so.

The ACTING PREMIER : The hon. mem-
ber for Bulimba, ex-Treasurer and Heaven-
born financier, paid his way by taking off
the increass to val] teachers in the Dduca-
tion Department in receipt of £60 a year.
This Government paid the automatic increases
which the late Denham Government refused
0 pay these young fellows; not merely men
at £60 -a year, but £70, £80, £90, and £100
a year. They talk about their obligations!
That reminds me that the leader of the
Opposition. the hon. member for Dalby, was
talking about honest government.

Mr. Vowres: I was not talking about your
Government.

The ACTING PREMIER: No, honest
government; the history of alleged honest

There is one differ-
and you are not

Governments whose honesty stunk in the
nostrils of the people in the past. You
can take the bank scandals in 1893, where

about repudiation! Ilon. members opposite
have repudiated to-night the men that they
sent home,

Mr. VowLes: If we sent themn hoine, how
can they be responsible?

The ACTING PREMIER: 1 say that you
could send home irvesponsibles.  Thes are
being repudiated to-night,  Every Opposi-
tion sp\ ‘Lpr has (}IFO\\ ned this precious

(uicvatmn Sir Robert Philp was repudiated
Qumn\hnd ome time before. e was
tun ed out of his own clectorate.
Hon. W. II. Bagxes: I hope you will have
as good a rerord as he has

The ACTING PREMIER: The hon. mem-
ber for Bulimba talls with w hat I might
call his picus intovations. It is like the

honesty of the pirate who would cut a throat
or scuttle a ship, Ile would praise Sir
Robert Philp; but 3Messvs. Philp, Cowley,
and Walsh stand repudiated by the eleciors
who tursed them down. The Ilouse would
net tolerute Sir Rob Philp as Premiet
Cowley ¢ Bpeaker and Minis-
5 kicked out. Mr. Theodore took
Phily’s place as Premier. They
sre repudiated  to-night, and  repudiation
appears, for tho nonce, to be the gospel of
the Cpposition. Ther are repudiat:ng their

1

t
Sir Robe

old friends, snd turning them down. To
look for honedy in polities ore must go
back fo 1293, when you find that all the

banks repudiated their obligations,

Hon. W. H. Baipxes: They subseguneuntly
paid.

The ACTING The hon. gen-

tlemian who is inter c\tmg, md who leads a
remnant here, was Minister in a Covernment
ich intreduced siation exactly on the
lines of the legis introdunced by ws in
regard to y Mr. Denham there
latd down definiie at was a fair thing,
Iie said—
“ The
reasse
all tramm

il vemoves all tra mmols when
. This  Bill free of
must not leave the court
in doubt ne to the, basis of reassessment
at the ewpiraticn of the terin of ten
years. With good scasons we may
naturally cxpeet a marked increase in
our rentals. I ask hon. members to note
that the independence of the cowrt will
be preserved.”
That was left to the court—the fair judgment
ot the tribunal itself. No Bill comes down to
thiz ITouse unless it is approved of by the
Ministry. Each individual Cabinet Minister
is as much responsible as the Premier. No
Bill comes down here without the full sanc-
tion of the Cabinet,

Mr. Vowres: Did you approve of the
amendment of the Liquor Act?

The ACTING PREMIER: What amend-
ment ?

Mr. VowLes: Last session.

The ACTING PREMIER: There has been
nething in the House, while I have been a
Minister, that has come down here for legis-
lative purposes that I have not agreed with;
there is not a measure that I would not tal\e
full responsibility for; and that is why we
should have some explanation from the hon.
member for Bulimba, leading what he calls
the Nationalist party, and sneaking in behind
the skirts of paltry excuse. He was in the
Government which brought down the Bill,

Hon., J. A. Fihelly.]
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and which he now declares was repudiation.
Mr. Denham said—

“1 applehepd that the question of
repudiation may come up, and I \n~n
to say there is nothing in the nature of
repudiation in this Bill.

Hon. members opposite have repudiated Sir
Robert Philp and Sir Alfred Cowley. M.
Denham, when the hon. member fur Bulimba
nister, menticned repudiation, but
sclaved that it was not repudiaticn, but
giving back to the peopls the rights which
1ad been filched from them. If anything
wrong is done, it is the right of another
Pavliament to rmedy the wrong., If a
Parliament 1 eived or bribed, led does

the wi the incoming P ament

mu-t ht thing and 1c‘119d\ the
evil

I may refer to the 1oma1lss

made by Sir Samuel Grlfhth who was

Premier in 1884, whin the th stion of

repudiation was raised by the leader of

the Oppeosition in regard to the position

which the pustoral ¢s held under the

1869 Act.” -

In ¢ Haneard,” volume 43, page 793, it will
be found that Sir Samuel Grifith said—

“If it was a repudiation of a right

the cond of the Gov emmmt was

WEOLE bm - bc o od mlp c1t1\ *haf

the

fe injusti

auotsd f
adhered to (h(\ priz
8 wrong.

Denhe
no repudiation,
thet we made

repudiation
recosuiting
introduced  the
lave.

precis

VYou seid precisely the same
not.

r. VOownis:
thing, and 1t

"he ACTING
the same

It
i3 NowW

precisely
called

repudiation a part oi that Dill in all
its  piety deess. My, Denham,
anticipating the arg ent of repudiation,

then proveeded io quote reports from the
Under Secretary for Lands and gave further
statistice, Ile then said—

“ 1 say 1t is not a fair thing at all, and
I quote this to show that an arbitrary
restriction of 50 wper cent. is unsatis-
factory. . . . There 1s no gainsaying
the fact that, except for the Liability of
resumptions, pa,stoml lessees have better
tenure than the grazing farmers—that is,
longer term of years and much lower
rents.

‘c

I will say I am trying to
remove a great anomaly. If hon. mem-
bers will look at schedule 2 they will
see the anomalies that exist, and those

[Hon. J. 4. Fihelly.
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anomall
honest

the merit
fortuitous
numened or

g can only be corrected by an
and independent fribunal upon
of the c¢sse, and not upon the
circumstances  that  have
:1rbih'a1_v limitation, The
nd  Court themsely speak about
ouhn.ar:' tepms and ordicary conditions.
again quein the words of Sir Samuel
Waiker Griffith—

Instesd of repudiating the rights of
lividual, it s« (ul\b(‘rdtc

wtion of the rights of the country.’
£ wany to draw atteniion to rhc sham argu-
ment: «f the Opposition.  Sir Robort L’vnm
m*(’ other pa‘tm,u‘i#s <’\'|\’1tahon‘acd Mr.
Derham betwr nd ding and the
;1\\t II‘“ hen. wrember for
Dmvnba W cagune in Mr Dev ham’s
Ministye, , t the clause was
e on Wit “delctad. They were
the time; that ie
@ made that argument,
rent, and there is the fact
the clause to be deleted.
22 on Y ith it. Ve »,114 not bow
t of the pastoralisis, even if they
: rocm, und have a
re to send home Philp
“hoy may do that, bug
terfere with the

10t go
bribed or
evident,
There 13
that he

\\'L h

000 mo
Caled,
2oy L1

= ,, ~

31T

Yhen I was In
f talking to a
the under-
and he
ould b' Aifficult
‘ucod z'.n\

people

State.

mads infinitely worse by
s Queensland of the Philp

W hr‘ e s cptlt'mh inter-
ith the Iankers’

itatives, 1 ors, and
London e Vo Ai"ul

[

regard to “finances and

itutional government in
Following the arrival of
, fuernsland stocks dopre-
t nc and one broker informed
me thet the mast alarming rumours
were current emongst holders of cur
-mulLl The financial advisers of the
Govermnent also informed me that in
1 circumstances any attempt to
o loan would be i:md‘vis:xbm, as we
00111d not hope to raise money except ab
ruinous rate while the apprehensiveness

continued in the public mind. I had
numerous conferences with representa-
tives of the companies financially

interested in Qucensland, and also met
committee, London Stock Kxchange, At
these conferences I was given to under-
stand financiers could not assist Queens-
land loan unless Government would agree
to drastically modify its policy generally,
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and  would specifically (1) withdraw
Pastoral Rents Act unconditionally; (2)
abanden Unemployed Workers Bill; (3)
modify recent Tramway Act to suit Bris-
bane Tramway Company; and (4) modi
legislaticu and amcend pro-
Succession Duties Act to meet
of ILnglish companies. In thesc
png‘otiations I tock up attitude that
whilst I was willing to hear grievances
sons in England who thought they
adversely affected by Queensland

LI]\Ulr nes

tion, I could mnot allow London

financiers to dictate to the Government

what pnlxt:col [10"!‘“\’11)}8 should  b»
adopted in Queensland

1 was doing tl\cu work; thev

ere.  The niembers who

the room in hd” an

£4.
sendd thuose pr
would not d(,nu.e a

hour to ecious gentlemen home

vy to the Universit:

oy a ot o the b It is en investment
with themn, what it was with the
when we 1intro-

raice com =
our 1 Fifty
re olution—
of Queensland
ance companies
view of the
al situation in

companies

ihseribe a sul **nt;al
iand  braned the

o the

TrRInaL

eut of f\'u

imen whe
t ¢lip this yoar
cli ¥or the clip
did uot get AO 000,000, To-
o & 00U Iorme 1911 clip
g SZZ.C 0.000-~a. much bigger clip
an this year’s. Thelr beef is two and a-hulf
s the price to-day as compared with the
var prica,  These beef and wool peaple,
have amassed fortunes, have gone thers
You m]ght find
member for Nundah
He
1as not been here long enough, and I do
not blame him. Tiveryone knows that a
country like Queensland, with an area of
approximately 700,000 square miles and one
person to the square mile, must have money
for developmental works. We have been
accustomed to borrowing and we cannot cease

2

they ¢ .,t

il

who I
o endeavour to cllpple us.
a heoph‘;h like the hon.
who does not understand these matters.
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in a moment froin that policy; it is nnpoa-
sible.  What an extraordinary thing it is!
We find men who have made money out of
ws throngh immoral deals with Parliament—
becuuse the pastoral influence here has all

the time been against the public intcrest; it
has alwavs operated agsinst the interests of

home to damn and
intend to help in
tho Speech says,

the pcople—have gon
loery us. They do rot
\(“omqn'\tnl \\ox]

They have

(*YO w,

the hou
, note cf them ave
H he Phil and those
'ﬁ.oml affairs with the Philps,
are not nicnee
agueczed the old pioneers

%0y, Theodore

IM-O\\ ng the arrival of this delega-

the Qm*m: land stocks depreciated.

IS} 1 advisirs of the Government
ed me that in cxisting circum-
atterspt o issuc loans would
iviseble: wo cannot hope to raise
uous rate while the
inued in the public
T hiad namerous confere onces with
sentatives of the companies
in Queensland, and also

T i ()T'

1 Stock  Exchange, Af
given to uilderstand the
i onot wes (Qucensland
j¢ the  Gowe Jmsm would
ically modify its policy
nemdmuh (1) with-
(3 (2) abandon
Workers BUI; (3) medify
Ty

Act to suit Tramways
Insurance legisia-
sions of Succession
Act to meet wishes

g0 on with.
ess while in
have seveval
7 who does
at that tine,
ﬂzc pastoralists, He
bo "c the tramways,
in nglan'l
ompanies an:d

vim.  He did

¥ i Op]e VVE‘}C i ED ll]i
people, and that 1t t’nat extra
ould alweys be brought to
sreatly concer about the 1

ce mon—va:of s¢ much with Queens )and
ause we have establizhed our 1‘onopolv in

rkers’ compensation, which gave double
Lcmﬁf% at reduced cost to the employer at a
salier on the industry—but he was
concerned for fear the other States, mnoting
our wonderful success, might adopt our policy
i regard to insurance.

Mr. F. A, Coorer: And they are.

The & C’F’I\(} BREUHLR Of course, they
are taking it up; that is inevitable; 1t will
be in full force before very long. Still, Mr.
Theodore’s cable bears out my experience
there, excepting that the position has been
accentuated by the disloyal conduct of these
three wealthy people. I will leave London
and matters concerning the Philp-Cowley

Hom, J. A, Fihelly.)
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delegation to the people who have sent them
thele, because the Opposition sent them
there. The \(mondhst party or the primary
producers sent those people to England and
now repudiate them. I will leave them
for the time being, with this slight adden-
dum—the Government of Qucnnsh d could
not tolerate ;u(*h dictation; we could not
be told here what to pass and what not
to pass; we could not be told to do this
and not to do that; we could not be in the

position of introducing a Bill—like the

Ministry to which the hon, member for
Bulimba belonged—and then withdrawing
that Bill at the Thehest of those who had bhe
money, \We would not think ourselves
]ustl’ﬂod in holding down the scats on
the Treasury henches if we were golng
to be dictated to by outside money influ-
ences.  We could not stand for that :ort
of thing. It wou!d be wicked. The time will
come  ve slm\t‘}-—\\e shall not be Jong—

when this will be tsken outside, and the

constituencics will tell us what they think

about it—wheiher we can be governed from
T.ondon, as well as financed from XLondon.
Ui S , there has been no great
patriot about the losmns we have go!
here.  Ther have been investments, and
investments oulv, We have never yet failed

those estments.

est on

te pay the in

There is no favour in it. I do mnot abuse
any person from whom we borrew, but I
. inly  would not have my domestie

irs controtled by the peyion of whom

We cannot tol eratc dictution of
The hon. ruember for Oxley said
£9,000,000 to spend
in one year. That is }dioulou e pro-
gramme was for a period of from twe and
a-half to three vears. We will not have
even the £9,000,000 on terms that would
subvert our constitutional powers,

&ou

AJ()]J\/lon

Hmt sort.
we proposed to borrow

said you were going
market after the

Mr. Vowr
back to the
election.

The ACTING PRE That, again,
is not quite correct, although it m]gh* turn
out to be correct. The %pcech savs, *FWe
will not float a loan there without consu'tjng
the electors.” We do not say we are going
back to London alter the elections or that
we are not going back to London.

Mr, Vowrzs: Where are you going to
get the mdney, then? Why not go now?

The ACTING PREMIER: It might be a
good thing if the leader of the Opposition

awaited the return of the Premier. e will
be able to tell him in a more detailed
and probably in a more instructive

way,
way, what our proposals are and what our
intentions are. Afterwards, when we come
back here, if the leader of the Oppoutlon is
still here, we will be able to tell him further
how we will get on. A lot has been said
about reckless finance, among others, by the
hon. member for Bulimba. I was not cer-
tain during his speech which was the more
important—the finances of the State or the
Bulimba roll. I had to_conclude that with
his vivid imagination, his vision, and his
constructne ability the Bulimba roll ranks
as the most important thing. On the matter

of deficits, however, I would remind the
hon. member that last year the Fuller-
Holman Government in New South Wales
had a deficit of £1,5569,000. The Pre-

mier of New South Wales (Mr, Storey) told
me he had no loan money, but in addition
there was an overdraft of £2,000,000 That

[Hon. J. A. Fihelly.
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left br the Nationalist
Government in New South Wales. They had
an enormous increase in revenue—almost 33
per cenb—a rewvenue almost equal to the
combined revenues of Victoria, Queensland,
and South Australia. In Liberal V\'e tern
Australia—from the population standpoint a
comparatively small State—they had a deficit
of £5658.000.

An OppesitTioN MEMBIR:
of thuat into a sinking fund.

The ACTING PREMIER: If
svhat they paid into the sinking fund, i
leaves a deficit of £600,000.  Under the
same circumstances, we could run a sinking
fund very well.  In 1818-1919 they had a
d ficit of £6582,020; and in the year previous
to that. £700,000, If thu’ (O!}tl‘f u“d having

wasi  the Iega(“

They paid some

we deduct

n sufficient nuy 1bm‘ of deficits, the amkmtr

fund would be surh a big venture that they

might have a surplus. Sou find no othel

State at all, outside of Victoria, having a

Queensland hau a  surpius, and

and the only one which was

b\uw until quite ently.  Mr. Storey, in

; Seuth Wales, mevely came in to “carry

m( babr.” to get the full burden of the

deficit, and leok  after the owerdraft of
£2,000,000.

Ve are accused of oxtra in other

ways. I have pointed ouf that materials

for which loun m(“ne\' 's used has doubled in
and wages doubled, and w:it we
y used for s what the pre-
ous Lrovernme same time. In

normal § used well over

[2 a.m.] £10,030,000, in t’w'a abnor-
inal tiracs we merely used just
about £11,000,000 and nothing more. Where

CETAVHZanes thf—rc: In matt 0
mditure, I find we spent £359,000
‘ear than the Gove nment of which
D ‘nhun“ wis the head spent in 1914-15—

on aborigin: Dvm\uch hos plta]s,

insanity, outdoor relicf, police superannua-
tion, and State chumen. We gv)ent on those
items approximai=ly £400,000 more. There

iz nothing there that you could cut down.

Mr. VowLes: That i» onlv becuuse of the
irerease in the cost of living,

The ACTING PREMIER : That is what I
amm arguing, but you won’t allow for that.
Take education. When the Liberal Govern-
ment was in power in 1914-15 they spent in
the neighbourhood of £500,000 on education,
while we are spending £1,000,000. We are
spending exactly 100 per vent. more.

Mr. Sizer: Take the relative value of the
purchasing price of the sovereign now.

The ACTING PREMIER: That is what
I am telling you. I told you that during the
four last years of the Denham Government
they spent £10,000,000 in locan money, and we
are accused of extravagance because during
the last four years we spent only £11,000,000.
Take the purchasing power of the sovereign
and apply it there. On this matter of educa-
tion, would you cut down the vote? I do not
think anyone has the temerity to suggest that
we are spending too much this year. There
will be over £I1,000,000 on the Hstimates for
this year, and the Liberal Government’s last
year’s expenditure was in the neighbourhood
of £500,000. I dov not propose to keep the
House any longer on this matter.

_Mr. Moreax: And yet we only drew taxa-
tion to the extent of £1 8s. 2d. per head.

The ACTING PREMIER: Perhaps I
might add a word or taxation. In the matter
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of taxation I can say that last sesion  get.  As a matter of fact, during the war
an amendment on the Income Tax Bill wa the allies were ¢ viag ont fer weol aund beet

cirenlated in this House in the namne of Mr
Speneor. member for Marausoa, which pro-
vided for a poll The<e arve the days of
a basic living wage. and the days sl-o when
the man who has a family will have to have
s wages supplemented by a sumn of mones
for cach member of the family under a cer
tain age, and there must be a maximum or
minitamen whereby the man whe s merely
carning a living cannot be taxcd; but, hon.
peeibors dntroduced, in the name of Mr.
fooncer, a o poll tax provision.  The hon.
menmber had enough decency to get up and
repudiate i, and aid he did not know who
it was, bur eamiecone on his side had put
s name to the amendment.
My, Moraax: Was that amendment moved ¥
The ACTING PREMIER: Of course. it
was not moved, o wou In favour of it?
Mre. Vowres: Is it in the Federal Act?
The ACTING PREMIER: It is in the
Federal Act. Do vou want it in our Act?
Mr. Vowirs: You are only fishing and
cannot get any bites. That is the trouble
An Hovorrarte Meveer: They ave the
stinking fish parvty.
The ACTING PREMIER:

np')mmmrn natie,

That is a very
because T could not

mulglnn anvthing wore stinking than their
stinking-fish poli They have sent a dele-

”dl on howme to ‘r.u\v away and destroy our
. Hm‘r veminds uie of the remarks of a
riot who said in regard to a certain indivi-
dunl who vas fraitorous to his country that
if he id another thing or said another word
e would lang bime as high ax Haman, and
that would be the proper thing to do to those
people if we had a democracy that under-
stosd what real disloyaliv was, I say we
did tax the people who were able to pay
tuxation. We preferred to tax the rich sooner
than vob the ,mm That 1% a t)ul\m The
people who to-day are on the bread line do
not pay tavation, aud they should not be
cod to do so, bur the wealthy people should
taxation

At ten minutes after 2 o’clock a.m.,

The SPEAKER: Ovder! The hon. mem-
ber hoes oxhausted the tine allowed him by
the Sf mdnw Orders.

WINSTANLEY : I bog to move—
* That the hor. member be granted an
cxtension of time.”
Quostion put and passed,

Mr. Monasx: In spite of the fact that you
chjected to a member of the Opposition
wetting an extension,

The ACTING PREMIER: I was sitting
down when the hon. member asked me a
question  about m\'lt‘on What the hon.

thinking about is that,
instead of allowing a lot of material to
get into “ Flansard *’ without being read,
I preferred that the hon, member :hould read
it No member was refused an extension of

member for Murilla

tinre. There were 529 persons in 1918 whose
ircomes  eveceded  £3.000--an  average of
£7,400 per rman, and t‘ws appropriated mor:

\urplu\ neo ne-—namelv, £4,000,000—than the
vlala hody of 170,000 emplovees who are
20 times as numcerous as those 529 people
The income of these 528 poople was such
that they were able to pay more taxation
than the whole of the other taxpayers other
than the companics, T «ay it is only equitable
that they <hould pav for the protection they

1920—1,

cheerfulls
they were

and  other pr

duets,  amd  we
charged them

double the prices

De x\ilm hefore the war, and ther sappliel
the shipping.
Mr, Mouwaay: Thet 1= absolutelr untrue.

We supplied mear cheaper
getting it before the war,
The ACUTING PREMIER

than they were

The next thing

i \\'1 hewr s thut we supplied waol chiaper,
or that  we  sappiied  Dbutier  aud rh s
cheaper.

Mr. Moraax: No country in the world

supplicd meat cheaper.

The ACTING PREMIER: No country In
the world did ro well out of the war as the
squatters and  graziers of  Queensland. 1
could pick up = Hansard ” for August. 1914,

dntl show where Mre. BDooker, then member
for \\ 1de Bas recd to aceept under 305 pev
100 Ib. for his beef. und he said every grazicy

at the Exhibition was
pozal; and pot six montls
cetting double that priee. There huas been
o real critici=m of the Government during
this debater bui there have been o fow
clectioneering speeches, some of them of ne
account:

Mr. JMorgax:

agrecable to the pro
after they wers

We could keep geing all

night; only it ix a farce.
The ACTING PREMIER: T have no
abjection.  Shortly you will be informe !

when the Premicr arvives that ou will meor
sour masters, and sou can appeal to them
and argne with them.
Question put and pasod.
OPENING 0F COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Swmith, Mackay, in the chair)
The ACTING PREMIER moved—

“ That there be granted to 11is Majesty
on account, for the servies of the
1920 1921, a further sum not exees
£3,300.000 towards defraying the e
of the various deparvtments and ser
of the State.”

My, Morea Only £3,000,000 odd pe
i1 a few hour

The ACTING PREMIER: I have known
Covernments with whom the hon. member
has been associated to pass the whole of the
Fstimates in an hour. 1 need not apologise
to the Committee for asking for £3.300.000
in nioa hours, beeause the circumstances are
unique. A delegation has been sent by
hon, meuibers opp("«"itv to Ergland who have

vear

230

endeavoured to hamper Quecnsland’s develop-
ment, and  wha have also endesvoured to
interfere with Quomlw(mds Jegislation, and
the Government is in the position that it

has asked Flis Excellency to grant a dissolu.

tion, and, in the meantime, while (x\\(m,mg
an dpn(‘dl to the eclectors to test public
(>pmlun as to W hether we are to be dictated
to, we are asking for Supply pondmﬂ the
Premier’s return. It is the first Appropria-
tion Bill of the sossion, and it is based

precisely on the estimated coxpenditure for
cach month of last vear. Theve is no varia-
tion and no alteration. It was estimated
as the appropriations were made last yvear,
and pretty well as the expenditurs was.
Hox. W. II. BARNES: I desive to know
how lone this amount of money is supposed
to cariv us, and [ also want to ascertain
what 1s the position of the Loan ¥and, or
the pasition at the 3lst Joly or 30th June.
The hon., member was evidently not anxious

Hon. . H. Barnes.]
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to let the public know what the public “(h) That, towards making good the
balances are. Supply  granted to 1lis DMajesty on
The Acmixg Previer: They are published account, for the service of the year 1920-
1621, a  further sum not exceeding

cvery month.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: They
ready when I applied for them.

The Actixg Preyigr: You will
afterwards.

Hox., W. H.
Ul[(']‘lllﬂthn oW,
The ACTING PREMIER, in reply, said:
aturally, a3 an ex-Treasurcr, the hon. mem-
ber has a pavdonable desire to prove that he
is & student of finansial watters, The amount
asked for will carry us on at least threc

were not
get them
wwant  the

BARNES: We

months I should say, or theveabouts. That
is not a matter of great importance. The
Lon. member can divide last vear xpendi-

ture by twelve, and then divide this sum by
the quetieat, and he will find out.
Hon. W. 1. DBarx What is

of the Toan Fund?

the state

The Actixe Preyigr: Very healthy.
Ho W. H. BARNE Before we go

further, it 1s only right to ascertain what
the position of the Loan Fund. In the cours
of my carlier remarks I pointed out that it
was necessary to get £1,000,000 from the
Commis sxonm of the Savings Bank, or there
would have been a deficiency.
The Acrixg PreEvigr: Oh, no!
similar rash statements last year.
Hox. W. II. BARNES: The Auditor-
General drew attention to it in his report.
T want to know whethop there was a credit,
of, say, £200,000 at the end of June. The
public are under the impression that there

You made

was very lule indeed.
The ACTING PREMIER : The hon, mem-
ber. from his I'reasury (xperience, will know

that the halances are published monthly,
but it might vel his mind a good deal
if T informed him that at the end of July

wo probably bad about £600.000 owing to
us hy the Commonweslth—not quite £600.000,
abeut £500,000. Wo had about the same in
cash, and a sum in London.

Mr. Moreax interjected with reference to
aratuity bonds

The ACTING PREMIER
the hon. member iz quite wrong. There are
only two Governments—Labour (Governmeits
—that are cashing them.  All the Liberal,
Torx, \ahonahu, N.D.C. Governments arc
not cashing them. The Queensland Govern-
ment merely accepted tho propesal put o
them by the public service employees in
as-omhly together. Their proposals et with
immediate approval” from the State Govern-
moent, and what they werve asking they are
cetting, but there s no obligation to redeent
the bonds.

Question put ond passed.

The House vesumed.  The CHalRMAY re-
ported that the Committee bad come to a
resolution, which was agreed to.

WAYS AND MEANS,
COMMITIEE.
(Mr. Swith, Mackuy, in the ehair.)
The ACTING PREMTER moved—

“ () That, towards making good the
Supply granted to His Majesty on
account, for the service of the vear 1920-
1921, a further sum not oxceodmg
£1,800.000 be granted out of the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund  of Qdeom]and
exclusive of the moneys standing to the
credit of the Loan Fund Account,

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.

That iz where

iz

and

£700.030 he granted from the Trus
Syecinl Funds,
ey That, towards

Supply  granted to  His

making good the
Majesty on

account, ior the serviee of the year 1&.0
further +um  not coxeceedin
he @ 'mwl from the moneys

~hnvd ne to the credit of the Loan Fuwd
Aceount.”
Itox. W. . BARNTS: I would Like to

azk the Treasurer how long he expeets the
loan money to carry him, and whether it
ircludes the expenditure for August. 1
undoretood the hon. member to say that
thoe wae a credit of ahout £1.000.000. If
the £700.000 11)])10)11(1&4 here from Loan
Fun:d include Axu"mt it is apparent that it
will Lo gona hy the end of October, and
there will be a lbalance of enly £302.000.

to ask also where he- expeets
loan fqnds and how soie
to which he has made refer-
enee are going to be financed.  Ts the Sav-
ings Bank Commissioner lending  furthor
moneyvs to the Treasury? Can he tell us
when he expec to cr”‘r further loan mone
and whoere, hecuauwse the po n of the
Government iz =0 mfoz‘tumli'o that nobody
will trust them?  We wonld like to koew
where this Government. who onen « they
would rot borrow yeuny, are f*omp to get
money.

The ACTING PREMIER:
ber  for  Bulimba  must
£2.000.600 has to be paid each
interest on money horrowed by past (Govern-
ments.  He will understand that we could
not carry on Government works
without sote {oan policy.  With
1egard to the Savings Dank, I
state. in all serionsness, to the hon.
that any hint that might be levelled
unfaiv

I wounld like
to get further
of these works

The hon.
recollect

meny-
that
ar as

[2.30 a.m.}

would
member,
at the solvency of the bank is rather
in Parliament.
ITon. W. H. Barx
that.
The
membor
would not

I have not suggested

It the
to-morro
objection to

AOTING PREMIER:
would ceme to
have the ht
siving him any information,

Hon. W. H. Barxes: No; [ went once for
information, and you turned me down, and
vou instructed your Under Seerctary to turn
me down

hon.

<lie

The ACTING PREMIER : I <ayv that js not
correct.

ITen. 1. Barxrz: I say it 13 correct.

The ACTING DREMIER : As it ix a deli-

it brought
wentle-
the

cate matter, it s a pitv to have
up here, but it may relieve the hon
man’s mind when T assure biin that
Savings Bask was never more solvent.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: I never sald that it
was not.

The ACTING PREMIER: T have signed
an agreement between the State and the
Commonweaith which witl give vz if Parlia-
ment ratifics it, 70 per cent. of the gross
C'ommonwealth and State deposits in Queens-
lard, and which will eventually do away
entirely with a duplication of staff officers

and make for cfficiency. The bank is so
secure——
Hon, W, H. Barx No one has suggested

that the bank is not sccure.



The ACTING PREXMIER: T aceopt that.
have wgiven the ioformativn.  The loan
FIOROYVS  are oar ws along v well,

We are
and we

and we can go a g st deal furt hm
ronrlum.ug onr desalopmental waorl,
hope o continue to do =n.
Ifon. W. H. Bar But
answered the question.
The ACTING PREMIER:
not propose to do g0, cither.

=ou have not

No; and I do

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani): I<1< »m what I ean
gather, we have got cnough loan miouey to
Tast till October.  Aftor that, owing to the
position the Go f hes got the eountey
o, it looks as if there would be a col-
fay=e. Evidently, the idea is to v the
electton before the s beecies :.p.wmi
Tho GCovernment will hu\'“ moue to splash

1th~1w)h'1ps to jerrymander the cliciorares,
uud ooon, and oput nsveies en b poil
a. th :Hfl at th ”l"“i‘\‘li' I have a
cutel heve from vhe Sydnex - Bulictin,”
headed The  Iand u.‘ Bottomles
it of Finance,” swhich d the posi-

tion which Queensland was in last vear, and
evidently we ave no better ne Aprarecuy,
when the money which is SpPent
there will be a  geneval disty
throughout ¢ 1. That 1s what {ive
or six vears of Labwwr rule has done for
Cueensland,

My, ROBERTS
Id like to

state  of

Iz Toownonhay: 1
~ome information from the

on behalf of the men in Too-
woomba, 1n partieslar, who have heen put
cii two ov three Gov nent wor e

shops 1n

Eave been put off the proposed wor
1l num-

mba, and theve 15 only a

crprlon el nowe hive a 0
emplerees on the rafl=av. Thoey

alled upon to up for o\dwmnﬂtum

,md with fL view to Jet them down lightls

T suppose, the Government just passes them

out. Thien we have the nnfortunate derisi
of the Uos to retire a nunber of
men at 65, mien are belug put

fo s hortege of funde.  Then
‘told Umt a wume of money would be
for s buildings., 1 waited on
g v for T nbho Tnstruction on

ions with regard to the Fast
Toowoomba scheol, He made a mainute on
the pepers to the effect that the nreeds of

ow
we ware

provided
the late

?
the Iast Toowoomba school should be cne
of the st works of the Bducation Depart-
men*. The Department stated that t are

waiting until they know how is
available.  The Trewsurer mig us
information as to that, alse some nee

that the recommendation of the late dinister
for ducation that moncy will be found for
“his particular wchool for the convenience of

the childven. and to enable the stafl to
handle the children with comfort, will be
cartied out. Then there ave a numbor of
applicstions from  ghire and city councils.
\V(\ mizht get an assnrane » that some better
‘(iii‘h {or meeting the )(‘qnn"mf‘r‘r\ of these
toeal authevities  will bt‘ given.  Probably
twelve nths hones there will xmf be the
need for pvbhc works that therve iz now, and
unless the Government have got sufficient
Joan money there will be a bad time for the
workers. I want ‘o satisfy mvself before

this
available to
in reasonable

vote passes that there is sufficiont money
keep the workers voferred to

employment.  We seo fore-
shadowed in the S’N\o(h what it was proposed
to do for the workers of the State. That
Speech is of no advantage at thiz moment.
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The »d »is the amount of money we
will have te pend under the Appropriation
Bill,
Mr. BRENNAX: [ remember the time
lien we were going in for big works at
itlewhurn, - Uncmployved  were sent from

and the

‘ishane, a strike was organised.
mber for Bast Toowoomba sent a tele-
win and did all e could, assisted by thu

hember of coumerce, the Returned Soldiers’
npevial Lewoue, and other kindred associc
15 opposed to Labour, to try to prevent
the work bheing stavted.  Having a reason-
able man w¢ Mipister for Railwavs, we were
able to cortinue that sork.  £1,000 was
cured for the Toll Bar road, and the cits
meil pub sowme permanent employecs rhere
stead of wiving  the work to  returned
-oldiers, We have found work for about
160 men.  This Governmeant have done more
!«,' Queensland than any other Government
i

w~-"u1 und in the middle of our prosperity
and progress our opponents allicd themsslves
vith the unholy trinity that went home to
defame Queensland and Austvalia. They are
preaching economy on Lhc ore hand, and
cxiing for greater expenditure on the other.

The Minister for Raitlways yesterday morn-
g told me these men are going off on long
leave, and after that they will be re-employed
tesaporarily 1 the Reailway Departinent. We

it two  schools built, \\111m\ rurn  has
passed, and the papers sent to the
s Uopartinent to complete: but owing
-k of loan money ﬂmt work c¢annot be

on with for the time being.
OBTAER: I would hke to ask the
Acting Promier whst are the intr\n‘i‘ions of

HNent v tl ll-rd)(l to Ozlll\ to fllQ
Wl Hewerag Board
METARY FOR RATLWAYS
is their trouble.

The

the Clover:

The Shortage of
oment

A, BIZER:

Beard has informed me

that ther will push on so scon as they get
more money from the Government

Hov., W, 11, BARNES: I wouid like to
ask if the hom. miewber has on hand any
more Commonwealth monev.?

the & Preyviedar: About £15,000.

TTox. W. 1. BARNES: T would like to
ask further if there is any truth in the 101)0rt
that theve is to be a
in conneetion with w
also wat to oask what the p()\lf]()n is with
wrd to advances to lees] authorities.

My, SWAVXNE: We have heard a great
deal about the cxpenditure required in the
South. I would like to ask if there wili be
sufilciont th Ceast Railway
on as far as

M. '\I’”‘"A\ aald  there were about
ninety-two e in his clectorate, about
thirty of \7}11(’1) had no teachers and about

fiftesn of them had heen condem-
[3 a.m] ned bv the local authorities, and
© he would like the Minister to
state whether any of the amennt fmmopnfltmi
would be used for the purpose of putting
thos+ scheols in good repair.
Wy, WTZER asked whether the Government
were asking for sufficient money to carrs
them over

the elections

The ACTING PREMIER: The ““ Whip”
of the party had spoken twice on the question,
st in reference to the Water and Sewerage
Bosid, e might cav that the Government
had ziven the board a very handsome allow-

ance for a number of years, and were doing

Hon. J. A. Fihelly.]
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siwir best now,  Money was available for the
—~aard, v
slon. W. . Barxes: Available for all they
1N

“The ACTING
hing even not to give t
age Beard all they wanted.
that the vest of the coun

PRI lll‘ R: It was a good
he Water and \e\\ er-
It was only fair
should get soine-

The board was very badly off for
- ent supplics, but the Government had
treated them most gencrously, as they wanted

the work finished. The hon. member
- Buthuba speke about workery’ dwellings.
Lore was no fal ling away in construction of
»llHl(illl and the Government were shortly
sztending the principle. The local au‘rhontl(‘s
w m«* lilkke the Government, owing to what the
delrgation to T.ondon had done for them.
What they got done to them they must do
ty the Jocal authoritics,  In the meantime
they were not doing ba(l]\ as the Govern-
ment had devised means whereby they were
cetting ample money,  Indeed, thev were
rather fortunate, beeause they were getting
the money at § pov cent., when, if they went
on the open market, they would have to pay
6 per cent., or perhaps a little more. The
hon. member for Mirani mentioned the North
Coaxt Railway.,  If he understood the homn.
member properly he wanted that ratlway to
too at kav. The money to be spent on

that would be apportioned on the
hasis it was being apportioned now.
T vas to say, construction would be kept

T
coing. and due notice would be given before
down, "he Government had been
arge amount of moucy on the
Coast Railway, and at one time when
&< Minister for Railways he had seriously
I -11 mplated asking his colleagues to ecase
work for a while, and if possible link up
Winton to Longreach. The hon. member for
Mavilte mentioned schools.  He had under-
sken to bring that matter under the notice
of the Minitor
Iv. Vowrs Yon
le vou are at it
Hon, W, Il Barxng:
tien North Wyrmum,
The ACTING PREMIER: 1 wonld remind
hon. wiembers that we ave spending this year
£1,000.069 »m education, not inciuding the
oxpenditure on school buildings, while in
1914-15 a mere £505,000 was spent, There
wonld be no pardm in conneetion with
thy departiaent.
Question put
HHonse  resumed, The Cuarmag
that the Committee had come to
solutions which were agreed to by

might mention

Dualby

You might also men-

and passed.
e

I'he
reportoed
cortain re

flon e

APPROPRTATION BILI, Noo 1
AL Sracis,

Bl founded on the
ttrod IS DR o ed o Tia
vas dutroduced and passed through all its
rrr o without debate, and ordered to be
nemitied to o the Legidative Council for
ioconenrrence by message in the usual

above resolutions,

JOINT COMMIULTEES,
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS,
The SPEAKER  amnounced the receipt
frora the Tegislative Council of the following

message ;-
© M Spoakm':~

The Legislative Council having come
to the fallw“mg resolutions, vizg
-1, That the President, M.

[Hon. J. 4. Fihelly.

Leahy,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Adjourrsncend,

and Mr.
bers of the
management  of  the
Library;
2. That

T, L. Jones be appointed meni-
Joint Committee for the
Parliamentary

the Dresident, Mr. Nevitt,
aszd Mr. DDavey be appointed members
of the Joint Committee for the manage-

ment of the Parliamentary Refreshment
Rooms:

¢ 3, That the President, Mr. Perel
and Mr. Fewles be appoiuted mewmnbers
of the Joint Committee for the manage-
ment and superintendence of the Parlia-
mentary  Buildings—
jntimate the same to the
sembly, and to request that
pleased to nominate a like
members  from  their body,
aive cffect to the 8th
Ovrder,

TayLor,
‘Pregiding Chaitrman.
ative Ceancil Chamber,
“3risbane, 19th August, 1920.7

On the motion of the ACTING PREMIER,
it wae ye<olved that the following mes
Lo roturned to the Tegislative Council ¢
ST President,—

now to
slative 2
will be

they

number of

with a view fo
Joint Standing

R

“Inoanswer to the Loegislative Couu-
eil’s inessage. dated 19th Augwt noife-

ing the appointment of cortain memn
to serve on Joint € um’mtt“m to be
appoiuted vnder Standing Ozders of the
two Houses, the Legislutive Assembly
beg  to  infimate  that  they  have
appointed :—231r.  Speaker, Mr.  Cunn,
aund Mr. Dunctan fo be members of the
Joint Librars Comumittec: Mr. Speaker.
Mo Corser, and Mr. Kirvan to la
members of the Joint Committee for the
maunagement of the Refreshmeont Ru.nh:
Mr.  Speaker, ,U Petrie. and M
Pavne to Le members of the Jolrr Com-
mittee for the management and superin-
tendence of the Parliamoentary Buildings
» Legislative Assembly Chamiber,
" Brisbane, 19th Sugust, 19207

LIGUOR ACT AXMENDMENT BIILj
RETURNED FROM (COUNCIL.

The SPEAKER announced the rereipt
from the Legislative Couwneil of a nmcwage
returning this Bill without amendinent,

At twenty-one minutes past 3 o'clack s,

The SPEAKER : T shall

resure the chair

when the bells are rung.
The bells  were rung  at  twe Hh -three

minutes to 4 o’clock aan.. and the Speaker

recumed the chair.

APPROPRIATION BIT.
Rerresen rrov Cotrsers,

The SPI \I\]‘:R
from the

recelpt
niessage

announerd  the
ive Council of a

returning this Bill without amendment,
SPRCTAT, ADJOURNRENT.
The ACTING  FREMIRKR: I e to
movoe—
CThat the Tlowse, at it il do

adjourn till 10th Heptomhber,™

Question put and paszsed.

The House adjourned at tw
4 o’clock a.m,

enty minutes to





