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Brisban~ Exhibition Lands. [20 FEBRUARY.} 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMJBI. Y. 

F:aD.w. 20 FEBRcARY, 1920 

The SPEAKZP. (Hon. \Y. Bertram, M•;ree) 
took tlw {ha.ir at half-past 3 o'clori~ 'H 

QrESTIO:\S. 

LOSSES OF SKIXS OX RAILWAY3. 

Mr. UOBERTS (East Toowooll··?ai. in the 
absencp of Mr. Hod!!e. aoked the Secretary 
for Hailway"- -

•· 1. Bv what firms and persons have 
claim~ been made against the Railway 
lJepartmE'nt in rE>speN of mamupial and 
other skins comigned with that depart­
ment and lost in tran5it by the depart­
ment between ht :Yiay, 1918, and 31st 
,January. 1920? 

'· 2. What is the value of rhe skins 
11fiected by such claims~ 

'• 3. What steps are being taken bv 
the departmem to bring to juotice the 
0ffenders re;;ponsible for losses'! 

" 4. Has any prosecution been Lusti­
tuted by the departmem in res,Je~t of 
~nch lo~ses? 

· ·• 5. ·what payments have been mad<> 
by the department to date in respect of 
the claims memioned in question 
Xo. 1'''' 

'l'he PRE:\IIER (Hon. E. G. Thcoct.Jre, 
C111ll"t(JOe.l replied-

'· 1. Sturmfe!s. Limited: \VilNJ<. 
:\J0ffiin. Lin1itt-xi; Dalgety and Gow·­
pany: :\ew Zealand Loan and Mercari· 
tile .Agency Company: Moreheads, 
Lirnited; Au.~traJian EBtates and Mor~­
gage Company: Mactaggart Brothera; 
\Yinchcombe. Carson, Limited: John 
Bridge and ConlpLtny ~ Fenwid<: and. 
c.nnpany. 

•· 2 .. ...._\rnount<S 
:£6,790. 

claimed by firrns-

'' 3. b\~H i:r.quiry rn:,~u~ an.i paL~c~ 
_mbrmei. 
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" 4. J\ ~1. S·,~ff.cic~t o:·Y~{lO::· · ··e :':~C•t :er th­
e n~ag. 

" 5. £4,237 ·"r~. z,1., but protveds of 
h(J,~~:-1 of unclain1ed C'CL'1sig11mtmts realised 
£75.3 158. 1d., and reduced actn:tl loss 

£3,483 G;:.:. ld. ~~:.rge Jo'0ses .,of ski~s 
alBa l:cr-n :!:f!:lri£- 1_,~- t.ne ra.u-,.,.·J.~ s 1n 
St:;tes." ~ 

Lr. SWAY::\E 
Pn"!c.~:fl"'---

-,sked rhe 

"' 1. Whv W£·re Y.l.(!~ c~-:.f• c!' n ·::;re· farrnE .. ·s 
1nduded ~amc•ng- the fc~urtP('!1 d.ppolnt­
nwnts just n{ade t•i the LeKi'31ative 
C'tJUr1cil ·~ 

"2. Is it net desir,,bJc that the ap·1· 
c>n:tural intr-resrs should be f>trongly 
r< IJYesented in both Cban1bens? 

"' 3. Is it .a fact. that the recent 
a.pr ·Jintrnents inrJurle ,' mon["'3t their 
Humb, r seven officials ' f political or 
iadnstrial organieations. three gentlemen 
holding positions on Labour newspapers, 
H.nd t,,-o who hav" been defeated at 
i'arliamPntary elections during the last 
thr£·~ } cars~" 

7'J';t PR.E:l.IIER n•pJic:l-
" 1 to 3. I do no: hold m;·sdf obliged 

rn aJsv.·ET the hon. l'!letnbcr's question.~' 

T '·RlFF _,I PARL!A:UEXTARY REFRES1D!EXT-ROO:llS. 

J\lr. PETRIE (Too>cl,.,,!. in the absence 
of Mr. Yf<';,re. a.sked the Chief Secretary-

" Takin~ int<"l con8ideration the large 
f!.;rn rcquir;_d frorn the taxpayers of 
Q;,< nJsland to make up the ,os~ on 
t,he Pa.rliamentarv Refre-shn1Pnt-roon1s. 
~hrough charging ·an unprofitable price 
ior niC'als, and in Yiew of the- large 
r:umbc•r of additional members appointed 
fo the Legi~la.tive CounciL 1vill he con­
:ElHier the questicm c1f r:\i~ing t..hP tariff 
for nH-'als so that the roonB rnav he 
~f'H-s1lpporting ?" ~ 

3:'he PREMIER replied-
.. The rnatter will be considered.~' 

RTATt CAx~ERY AXD l?rsEAPPLS CROP. 

BEBBI::\GTO:\' :lJr.. '"'' '· without 
m,tict'. "'ked the :\fini~ter m charge of 
St.cte Entc:·pri>e5-

" 1. Is the :\Iini,rer aware th .. ·t the 
f.UnL~ler rrop of pineapplP'> i"' rapidly 
-c~n1ing t? 1narnrity. }·nd for a fe~v Yree_ks 
tne- ,-ears labour ot u1arn~ seruu·~ .. In­
ch ... _iing soldier >ettle1·s. wili be in danger 
;'; bf'in[: lo>t or ~··riouely ruluced rhrongh 

l'-> ;' 

"2. Is he aware that ~on1e priYa.tely 
-1 ~\n"-d t an1~crie.s an.' working oYertime 
nn<l m .. 1king efforr;;- to deal -,,-ith the 
ro~irion ·: 

"3. \Yhat number {,f ca;;es per week 
;, the Stare cannery dealing with at 
pres<mt? Can rhat nnmber be increased 

t· { .ncP ·: Could not uYertinlP or two 
~hifts be worked for <1, fe-v.- \Veek~? 

"'.;. Seeing that the 1vhoJesa1e price is 
~oc•d one~ e~pecially ~:nee a rise of 3s. 

dr.u·n t·c·ok p1ac€'. is not 6>:<. 1:-~:-r case 
a price ccnnparat.iveJy '! 

.~~ 5. ~~ill the IVIinj~tel' use h~s }nflu­
(;TJCB ->Rith t:he manager ci the State can-

::'"lfl':'". anJ a>o pri"' .:lte ownf'l'~. to ma,in~ 
a. m!nin1um price 0£ 6s. pE-r ·rase,.. 
]so l:Je e\ er_- effort to <leal with· 

,v,ho1e crop at "rhai price, to prevent 
s to produeers? 
.. 6. If an-v ~horrage of tinp~,tt.ef- ·e-r 

nther neee .. ,-:.Rr-\- rnaterial has taken plu:v 
;bronuh the ;hipping strike, \Vill h•_, a"l· 
cm( P 'get into coinn1unication with those 
intcn-',.,ted and communicate with Hon. 
\Y. }L Hnghes. a.ncl a,certain if sueh 
'"Pl'lies can be obtained be.- rail,., 

The SECRETARY FOR PL"BLIC \YORKS 
1Hon .. J. Larcombe, l1'P1J<l) replied-

" I cannot gi,·e the hon. member 
replY as definitelY and . specific:1lly as 
he apparentlv dhh·rf., bm I would likE> 
to 'av that ihe machinery in the St.at.e 
cannt?'rv has been running onl:,- a ft-"\T­
w<>eke. · I ha.ve ask<>d the manager to 
nb·orb as fullv and as rapidly as pm-­
~ible the farn1Crs" crop~ at a reasonabJ.f.~" 
prie().. I rnay '3ay that 6s. is not a. Jo~y 
pric _.~' 

.. C XE:UPLOYED POSIT! OX. 

:J..Ir. YUWLES (Dalb:l), v·ithout ::e>r;c, 
a'kc·d the Premier-

.. \Yill he take the opportunity th;B 
cla:..- to secure the leave of the Hous~ to 
nutke a state-n1ent upon the unemp1o:, ·· 
nHnt position and outline the immedia.1.e 
plans and policy of the Govern.ment for 
dealing with rh<· present w1desrre.cd 
nliS('f:'\"- arising fron1 the lack of '\Yo: k 
throughout the Stare?"' 

The PREMIER replied-
.. I do not think it is necessary ';> 

ask the permission of the House to make 
a ;;tatement. but if. a~ opportunity Of·' m'·, 
hem. members will discuss the questir ,, 
on the Estimates. which have twen befc,re 
the Chamber for some days, I shall be 
p:n·pared to ans,ver any qnestion5 ~h~'Y 
d<"<ire to put." 

PAPERS . 

The following- paper<>. laid on the ~ .. ,l~e, 
'.vere order.~d to bt- printed:-

Regulations of 1920. under the Gd~ -'­
of 1916. 

Rc·g-nlations of 1920. under the Eie u;c 
'Light and Pmwr· _-\et, 1896. 

SLPPLY. 

RE~D!PTIOX OF C01D[!TTEE-S!XTEEXTH 
ALLOTTED DAY. 

(Jir. Smith, Jiackay, in the chair.! 

Question-That £425,000 be granted for 
" State Insurance Office ""-stated. · 

:.Vlr. BEBBI:\'GTON: In the first speerh I 
made in this House on an Address in Reply, 
I made the remark that the cost of insrn­
ance was too hig.h, and ought to be re, 
duced. That was mv opinion then, and my 
opinion to-day is _that . the premiums ~·..fl 
worker5' con1pensahon Insurance- are- stJ.J 
.a long way too high, considering everything, 
and ought to be reduced. The Government 
insuranee of workers' compensation is a long 
wav from coming up ro thar of some of the 
C'on1panies which the Go,·ernment practically 
wip~d <Jut rjf cxi~tence when they ol:aJrc<od 



.. \Yhcn the COllHi[l.l.lY 

~hall be ;;lad to rriYe ~ou an~,~ 
infornlatiOn c,n thi~- ~ubjt?ct \Yhich 

rnay be of -:·e!'Yice t-:J you.:· 

'''as "\Yorking for _.:;on2C' yf'ars in 
I had returned the firot year 
per cent. uf the pre1niu1n 1;aid. 

cent. on the capital \Yhich "\Ya.s 
,,-hen the co1npany -.,q1s "\Yonnd up 

to GoYernn1ent interference 
For E'Yery I put into tlu~t con1pany I 
rcc-ei,·ed back £2 at the final dietribut!on. 
The Stare Office falls a long, wa;· short of that 
co-operanye con1pany In ous1ne~s rnanaQ'e­
!-::.1r'lt. Those -~she, iuSnr{'d \Yith that con2pal1.y 
Jo~P at least 30 per r·ent. tln·c~ugh the Crown 
m.,J:ing a n1ouopoly of that ill.-:.ul·ance. Thc·n. 

thE' pren1iurns under the \Yorker-:-' 
Act lllll"r haYe ri""('ll fulh- 25 

thP last three ...-car::. -.....-ithout 
in(TC~t~ing c()rrc·spondingl:r 

f 1'SrLL1\'A.-:\: Th.tt is not con·~~ et. 

:\Ir. BEBBIXG TO:'\: _'.re : ot the m·e­
Jnium~ based on the <HllC1unt of vi·ages paid·? 
~-\re nor c·mr~loyer::-: debited '' ith a. c·ertain 

of the -.,yagc~. paid by then1 ·: ThP 
"\Yt'l'C:' flxL•d 1 1ernwnentl. tbree years 

and ban_' nut bc·('ll incn'a:--ed ;.;incP. On 
other ha1Hl. wage::;:: has(' increa~ccl dlning 
last three years by about 25 pl'l' cent. 

::\lr. C LED SO:'\: \Y rang again. 

:\lr. BEBBI:'\GTOX: Therefore, the pre­
iniunJs bPing ba~L·d on the <t.!llOUnt. of wa£·es 
paid. they n1u:-:-t haYe iHcrf'ased aecorchng 
to the increase in ''~"age:-::. But the pel'l11anent 
conlpen..:;ation for dt=>ath has not been 
increa:-:('d. The In sura nee Depa rtn1ent oug·ht 
TO pa~,- ~< Yery big di...-ich.•!HL \Yhf'll thi::;:: Act 
"\Yd." Leing- pas.--ed. it \Ya.~ ."tated that it would 
\York upon a co-overatiYe ba.;;is. that it was 
11Gt to be 1nade a n1ean::;: of £Yttin~ reY-cnno 
fron1 one portion of the peOpl(' l:o relicYe 
~uwrb .... r portion; rhat i.;:;, that no portion of 
the profit~ frmn insuranc·~:_• "\Ya.;;: to bt-• carried 
to reYcnue . ..,-.,·bich \Yould he taxing one da:;;.s 
ln ordt>r to 1·clic...-e a.nothcr. \Ye know per~ 
fecth" \Yell that 1110l1f'Y fron1 the InsuranC'e 
Dt?nHruneut has. been~ carri0d fonYard to 
rclie...-e othrr departments. Therefore. this 
Insuranc-e Depa1·tJncnt i:::: being 1nade anothe1· 
1neans (_1£ taxation, a -.,...-ay of adding an extra 
ia.x to one da,.- of people. There are .'<?Yeral 
:-ca:3C•ll·" wb~- the Go..,-crnnlent ought to be 
otb!e ro :n111 tlw In,,,urance DflpartnH:nt ou 

.~~ r~rerniurn~ than a priYate- con"lpan_y. In 
nr~t '2Yery lJt 1:3011 ha~ tu Insure, 

!'Ifther i;. c. l'l'ying· c.L~- 1·i.:::k or not. In 

Do 

and be rc~pon­
ri~k, he n·:.:.'l'Li 

has to in::ure, 
the...- shonltl 
I l~now the 

they arc in 
rn·cnllul1JS ar6 

not 

\f,. REBBI:'\GTOX: ~cthing like tt. 
I-Ic·n· a:.·c ,. · e £gurc·:~-

·->~ :"pc..::{'n . ({'ld. :\".~.\1". 
l:'t_-:_· ceut. rcr cent. 

• :c.:. 11. s. d. s . cl .. 
27 0 11 6 to 27 '~ 
2C CJ 10 0 

Buildl·rs 35 0 22 6 
Carter:::. & c l'l'l(T3 35 c 30 0 
Ti1nber-

getter~ -to lCO J 72 0 
~Ic·~l.tWnrks 22 6 9 0 
Laundries 17 6 to 25 0 9 0 
Jan1 factories 22 6 9 0 
GaS\Yorks 20 0 6 0 
Fanners 15 -to 100 0 13 6 

I contend that anything like lOOs. per cent. 
or 20.'. per cent. is a long \Yay too high fo,­
any insurance in rc·_pcct of fnr1ning or any­
thing of that kind, YYhPr£' there is yery little 
risk. It appea.rs to n1e that the business the 
Insurance Ilepartm0nt haYe hold of is one 
You c·on1d rt1n -;~·itb -..·our eYes shut. Th-=>­
ln·en1iun1S arc nndt> so high yOu could en1ploy 
as n1an\ hand~ a;:; vou llkcd. and be reck­
less with the \Yhole ·thing. and it could 11ot 
help paying. b{·(·aus<' there are so n1any 
bu'3inc~~c· . .:; in '· hieh there is. praC'tica.lly ::.1v 
risk anJ upon \Yhich c:oJnparati...-ely high pre­
IniuJtJ~ arc t:nforcecl. If it \Yerc '"·orked upon 
a co-opcr<:Hi<::-L' ba::.is. '"here thP benefits ·were 
rPtunwd to tho.se \Yho paid the pren1iun1:::, 
jt "\You]rl be a Yen: different n1attcr. I ask 
the :\Iini~tt'r to - consi<ler YerY carefullv 
whether the~e premiun1s cannot 'be reduced 
b~- at least 30 per cent. I run 3Ure they ought 
to be. -.....-hen a. co-olJFrati...-e con1pany returnc·d 
3G per ccut. of the prcmiu:ns and paid lC 
per c-c•nt. on the capital. 

Hon. J. :\IrLLIX: They did not give the 
benefits -..~=e are gi...-ing under the Aet. 

:\fr. BEBBI:'\GTOX: The benefits have 
11ot been increased corresponding-ly ·with the 
increa~' of 1 11'Cmiun1s. 

Hon. J. :\Il-LLAX : :\lore than correspond­
ingly. 

:\Ir. BEBBI:'\GTOX: ~.\nd not conespond­
ino-h- \Yith those under the Xew South \Vales 
A;t.c 

Hou . .T. :\In.ux: If YOU had been her£ 
last night. you -.,yould h:l...-e heard n1y reply 
ou that point. 

:\lr. BEBBI:'\GTOX: ~.\t death there is a. 
nJa.tt{'r of about £100 n1ore paid in Qu€ens~ 
land than in Xe\Y South \Yales. But we find 
that man~- of the premiums here are double 
thoS<' of :'\ew South \Vales. Take clothing 
manufactm·er.-. In Queensland it is 12s. 6d. 
per cent. and in Xcw South \Vales it is 2.<. 
6d. Pl'l' C('l1t. 

Hon. J-. :\I nux: And what are the 
bene fir.-? 

:\lr. BEBBIXGTO~: Perhaps 25 per eenL 
more in Queen;land; and the premiums a,·e 
125 per c:,_nt. n1ore. 

Hor.. ::\ln.u:s-: ~.\ man is not sure o£ 
gt"tting berH:fits at all there. 

J!r. Be0bington.] 
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:\Ir. BEBBI:\GTII:\: That is 
1The hon. gentleman kno.,·;~ 
that the law is behind any pPrson 
South \Yales the same as it is here. And 
1w knows the State u::.e:;: the sam_-t' nwa.11::- to 
giYe as little conlpt•nsation a~ pos~ihie. 

Hon. J. 11eLLA:\': :\ot at all. Yrc' an' most 
generou:-. 

Mr. BEBBI:\GTO:\: I admit th,,,. are 
generous; but they Hl'f' not going to pa~- any­
thing the.v C'an n \·aid or that ·we a.re nor 
entitled to. It is about time public opinion 
,...-oke up as to this 1natte1· of e>.::tra<"ing pre­
rniurns fronl the peopl p a.nd. 1naking this 
another taxation department. Tl1L• :3(kl!ler 

there is a public inqu-iry into this n1atter the 
better. 

.[4 p.m.] 

Mr. BRE:\:\A:\ IToo;:·oo?nl!rl): The hon. 
1T18n1ber for Draytou appear:-. ro haYe fcnnH:l 
another n1are's nest to bring before bht:~ Com­
nlitter~. In 1Yhat he is l1l('3quuting rhcre is 
a certain amount of truth. 

Mr. BEBBJXGTOX: Is that lPtter ri<rht or 12 

it not? -

:VIr. ERE:\:\ A:\: I ••ordcl ask the hon. 
n1e1nber 1vhat people had share:-:- in the corn~ 
pany? One n1an -..yho n1et vrith an accident. 
and who \Yas pai{_l con1pensation for a ·ie\Y 
vveekeJ \vhen he becan1e pernwne-ntly injurt.'d 
could not get a settlen1ent fron1 the cmn­
pany. 'l1he hon. lllCn1her for PittS\\-orth \Vas 
ingured in the conlpan~-. aud the company 
·would not pay hin1 C'O-tnpen~arion for the 
acei·dent he sustained. It only shows how 
di~honest the cornpa nv ,,-a~ when it clos-ed 
-dD\'I;n upon the just' rlain1 o£ an in~urer. 
'The hon, member for Drcntou should 
apolog-ise to the House. · 

.Mr. BEBBIXGTOX: vYhat for? 

Mr. ERE.\':\ A:\: This company ha~! a 
seloct few who touk no risk what.e•-er. In 
ro:nnection \Yith fire insurance. the-..,- had no 
fire at ell among their o\\-n friends.' and the_,­
could not help but retarn 60 per cenr. profit. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTOX: They accepted e.-en­
application rnade to the1n, as far a13 I kno\\:. 

Mr. BREl\1\A:\: There was an unfortu­
nate 1nan in ToowoouJba 1-'rho 1net Vi'ith an 
accident, and broke hl~ leg in three place~ 
above the ankle. before this Gm·ernment . 
started the St<>te insurance scheme. \Ye 
accepted a lump sum of £50 in sPttlement 
of the cla in1. T~hat \VUE- a n1an who \\'as 
permanently injured for life. This Govem­
.(!lent pays something like £450 for a similar 
aocident. You can g-o to the clerk of pen,,-

. se-B3ions and get a settlen1ent 1-vithin trn:>nty­
four hours at the present time. \\-t, knmv 
how the Governn1ent ha,·e re-duced tiH~· rate 
of prerniurns p.ayaLle. and are 5-hov.-i:ng a 
profit on the business. yet we find the hon. 
znember for Drayton 1naking wild alld ran1h­
ling statements in conneetion ·with thi .... 
Jnatter. The hon. n1en1ber said t1ha t fanner~ 
oould not get a refund of the land tax .. vet 
he knew of a farmer who got a refund for 
three succes~ive yeftrs, but \\·a~ not honest 
enoug-h to say tliat he knew about it. Xo 
n1atte-r how 1,ve disagTee in politics. ~ove n1ust 
be fair and g-ive the Commis•ioner credit for 
rnaking a succes6 of the enterprise. I tru:3t 
the hon. n1en1ber for Dra vton will nor he 
guilty of any n1ore conduct ·of this kind. 

Mr. GLEDSO:\ Uzmcichi: I tak., 
-tion to the UlHYarrante-d attacl,_ o: the 
1nember for Drayton o:2 the Co:~-..~~~i3sio:le:: 

[Mr. Bebbington. 

by saying ti1ar the Insurance ,)? 

run with Your eves ~hut. ,t 
there i:, rerkle~s e·xpenditu!·~-. As 
ber' on thi<S side ha n' pointed out, 
Insurance Office is the bright ~pot lh 

Goycrnn1ent enterpris.e. 

:\lr. BEBBIXGTOX: So it io, but the premium3 
are too high. 

Mr. GI.EDSO:\: I Jo not kno' · >Yhat 
troubles t,h(' hon. nE't1lber. unle~~ it i~ 
he hao losr hYo or three 3hilli11g-' of di 
in the cDnlpany l1e \Yas in. which had. tG 
clcse up. <-~~ it could !lor ywke a pr~·fi.t out 
of ·workers con1pensat1on 1n Toowoomo,; If 
e\·Pr.Yone who lo~('~ a fe1\· .'3hillings of 
because their co1npany is wound up in 
jntere~ts of the Stare is to 1wYe the pr1Yilege 
of attackinu; officer:". of the Jt:'parnnent. \Y!-W.T 
~on of poLi-tical life ha Ye we con1e to? 

1Ir. BEBBEGTOX: Do your bminess on a 
fajr ba\Sis. 

::\Ir. GLEDSO:\: It is a mea11 <~nd paltry 
attack to nutke on an officer of a <lepartinent. 
1Yho. t~Yeryone a·chnits. is sy1npathc-tic and i~ 
doing- soinething for the C'outury which wa~ 
neyeJ.~ done before-that is, giYing the 
1rorker~ a fair deal. The hon. n1f'1nber say3 
that lH'f'lllium:- in Queensland have been 
inrrea-:;_ed berau3e wages ha-.:e- been incre .. }"-ed 
25 per cent .. v.-hile con1pensation has not Oce1:. 
increaspJ one peuny: but that; on the face 
of it is a deliberate misstat.emcnt. He 
know~ that the \rorkers' Compensation :'l.ct 
proYides t1lat 50 per cent. of the ·wage:3 ~~~all 
be paid in con1pensation. Th£' hon. rnemher 
said that 1\·hile pre1niun1.3 incrE'a:!-ed. 
con1pen~ation did not increa::-e. 

::\-Ir. BEBBI~GTOX: I said coinpeH.satioll i:~ 
case of anyone killed. 

1\Ir. GLEDSOX: In the ca;c' oi a ma::, 
,,·ho \Yas getting £3 a 1-n\ek, the eOinpensa­
tion would be '£1 lOo. u week. and ii h>' 
2.·ot £4 a week the compensation would h." 
£2. The relatin's of a man who is killed. 
who uot £3 a week. or £156 a year. rec,~ive 
an a1lH.1unt equal to three ~·e.ars' -\vag-es. \Yhi("·h 
comes to £463 compensatio11. _-\.t £4 a week. 
the compen,ation would be £600. An 
inc1·ease of wa!:IE"S fron1 £3 to £4 a. 1veek 
would nwan inCreasing th~' death allowanc~!' 
to widows and orphans from £468 to £600. 
\Yhen rnen get up and n1ake such deliberate 
misstaternent:;;~-

The CHAIR1L-\.:\: Order: The hon. mem­
ber is not iH order in saying that another 
hon. n1e1nber 1nakes deliberate nlisstaternent,-;;. 

:\lr. GLEDSO:\: I will ,.-ithdrew th~ 
expression . 

);lr. BEBBIXGTOX: You kno\\. there· i.s no 
increase in the full amoum of £600. Th~ 
amount of £600 ha3 not been increa-::;€"(1. not­
withstanding the 25 per ce11t. incr~a~e in 
1vages. 

:\Ir. GLEDSO:\: The hon. member knows 
that compensarion under the \Yorkers' Com­
pensation Act is based on the wages oorneci 
fO't the preceding three years. Compensa· 
tion is not paid in a lu1np su1n at death. 
'The hon. tnernber for DraYton also con1uared 
1-vorker.s' cornp-en::-ation hefe with the po.~ibon 
in .:\e\Y South \rales. but there is 1l'J con!.­
parison between :Xew South \Yale~ anci 
Queensland. \Ye haYe our own ~pecial 
l-nforttuuueh·. I haYe had !1lv share· of 
in c~JllD~\.~tiDr{ \vith the indusfr,- I ilav~ 

~;~~g~~~/trh \$~\~s~~tl\: rl~:;v~ ~~ i~;~~~~n~ 
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h~ did not get on2 p.::·nn.y 0: C"Grn;Jer:sarior: 
th.ec , He cune to Qut.:-en:3land. "and "-l:-: 

unfortundte enou;:rh to get hit on the eve 
vvith a piece of cDaL and lDH the other ey:e. 
The Connnissioner chd not ~aY. · · Go do"'.Yl1 to 
N f· v South \Vales and g-~·r L:vour "Con1pensa ~ 
tton." but paid hin1 full eon1pcnsarion. and 
th-r.:~, n1an ''"cnt i)ack to ::\ e\Y S-outh "\Y ale-3 
innnediateh- after that. A sirnilar ca~e 

in Xew South \Yaleo, >Yhich it co~t 
union £80 or £90 to fi2:ht to ~ret £150 

<!'ompen::.ation for the injure{_l nHln. -
Hon. \Y H. B,,R:-:£3: That 1> 011 isolated 

lJ.Sf:'. 

Mr. GLEDSOX: It io one \Ye find, 
frorn a Pre3s renorr oi a ca:3(.:. -Yictoria the 
other dav. that ... theY lwYe to 2:o to court to 
ge-t their~ cases settled there the ES<11ne as in 
1\'ew South \Yale<;: wherea' the Queensland 
C•JlU11lis3ioner. in his Tt'lHH't. ~a\·:3- that there 
.have 1Jee-n onJv n~;u ca.se5- t.aken' to the coun 
i~;_ Queen::dand. out of 30

1
000 clain18. 

1\h. SrzEH: Probab],- there >l'ere no more 
than two in Victoria.· 

Mr. GLEDSO'\': T·his io 01:, of them. A 
1aan was killed. and the judge g-aYe an 
award of £400, to be paid at the rare of 
£9 a month. The cost~ amounted to £30, 
whlt.:>h brought the con1pen:3arion dn1Yn to 
£";370. as againBt £600 which ·would ha\·e 
"-'een pn,vable in Queensland. The 1Yidow in 
this 'ase hart thl'l'f' young chilc1n:n tlependent 
on her for support. 
. I would like to rep])~ to a statement mad•c 
In conne-ction 'rvith n1iners· phthisl:;;. rases. 
A <:<Jmplaint was made' last nidu about 
£10.000 being paid our of the general imur­
anct' pren1iurns to assi:3t n1iners' phthi'.'3is 
··Ca,ses. The 1nining indu.;:;try in Queensland 
p-ays n good su1n of n1oney in pre1niun1s. not 
only iH connection v.-ith 1niner~· phthisis. 
ln.d for g:cneral cotnpen~arion. and that 
1none'r is relieving the gi'ne-ral revenue af 
·~he Stare>, If it >Yas nor paid in this wac-, 
lG would ha,-e to he uaid bv the Home 
.SBCretar~-·s office. and wOul-d cOnll:? fro1n the 
general l'PYenue of the State'. Hon. n1€1nbers 
oppooite should remember that it \\<Jt!ld come 
front the consolidat~d revenue through th~ 
Horne Se{'retary'::: Department, instead of 
being e.drninistered bv the Insurance Conln1i~­
;:;loner in the intere.~t~ of tho~e unfortunate 
W<Jrkers 1-vho are 5uffering fro1n that di5eat5-b'. 

Question put and passed. 

GO\-£R);2\I£);T ADYERTI~EG OFFICE. 

The TREASCRER: I mon that £6.231 be 
geanh'd for ·· Gon?rnme-In Adve~·rising 
·Offic<•." 

. Mr. YOvYLES: I would like to ask 
·whether not only the Gove-rn1nent Advertis­
i:-J.g Office but all other ad·<;ertising iE unde1· 
tl1e control of the one .hea·d '' 

The TREASl:RER: It is under the control of 
Mr. \Yatson. 

Question put and pa~s~D.. 

THE TRE.\Sl:RE3. 

CE~TRAL SLGAR~).flLU::. 

The PRE:\IIER: I moH' that .£35·~.600 be 
g:<1nted for "Cent-ral Sugar-miils Fund." 

*Mt·. S\VA Yl\E: This is a que•tion which 
[ think is well 1.vorthy of sorne discussion. 
Anyone \Yho look_,- at the reports in conne'> 
ti.\Jn \Yith the Central :3ug-a.r-rnills wiF set• 
that we haw got £1,500.000 ir.vesced. in thes•' 
milt'3. ;nd they. n.re lar~ely ~:or.pecb~.i. '~ith 
th~\ wetfare of the hng-B<sr 3~g~:cuctura~ u1uus-

tr;.' iil th.s- Stn:: .. ::-. 11~,:-r·• 
;:.;!.}out th,.:_. 1nanag2:rnent. o: 
Governrnent cont;.·v~. The!:.·r: 
which i~ be-comi:1g 
\vith Go..-ernnH~nt 
Yery noticable during 
The position during 
eu1 phasises tht~ 
hE':-"\n.'en the ·cxtretne 
ersj interests. It ai='v 
bi!ir~· of the 

organisation. 
place ju-.t befon_) 
Inade. \Ye know the case was 
pro<:oeding. the inst~·ucted 
Crown counsel to appt>.:;,l' and urge th~ inch-1..~ 
:-ion in the awnrd -of an irnpossible die-tary 
scale. '\Yt> .a.bo know that the Dick-;or:. award 
providPd for ren·o5pective 1ate-s of payrnent 
which were iUegal and be enforoed 
by law. Xoue of ~-~,_.,;- QueensLanL.i 
co1nnlied with the award . .so far a~ the retro· 
specf.in_) paynH'nt;;: \V .. :-re C'1"Jncerue~,_t except 
those unJer Govennnent contto~. Although. 
there was no eo1nptdsion on rhe pal't of th:e: 
Goyenunent to pay rhose te-trospe-cti v~ rate~, 
the~~ paid the1n j u5t the sa1ne. 'N!1ich ruear:.t 
that the sum of £6.iJOO taken out uf th0 
fanners' pocket~. as it off th.'0-
priC'l' v, hi eh tlwy 
Then. ag·ain, we find 
which ai·e constantlv 
the 1nill:3 i~ hung · Jeopardised 
the farn1ers' 1'J.S€' "vher~ 
thi, has with th.o 
-co~operative rnill~. ti1e- £a.:rn1er' bt-'4-::'Il 
allowed t-0 go in rrnu ~.,-ark. the for-
thernseh·efi, ind in that ,.,,·a:· th>?y save then .. 
crop~. General! v. a di;::put•t: occurs vver 
which the farrner" 1.a ~ e ::1 ~ co{!_tro' .aiYi 
their hanest is hm;g up. Owing to the 
action .of the co-operative rniil.~ and private 
mill::;: in this respect. tl2ey can get theif 
cane off. but in thr.:.:• \ . .tse of tlw Govern-
Iuent Inill-5. \oVhf'n a is rna•de for 
penni8:3ion to woi·k the the fanners, 
in the oan1e wa v .a..s f,;.rrner.s work th~ 
co-operative miil-:s. the t·equeet is invariably 
refused. I can cite the caseo of South John· 
stone ..and Proserpinz.: Etills -ro prove the 
correctnesB of my cont-entioa. \Vith regard 
to Proserpine. during the last two years 
we have had ven marked instanc~s where the 
fanners' intere;ts we2·e sacrificed to the 
den1and of the extPe!nist.s. As -vou. know, 
:Mr. Smith, there are awarde foi· the mill 
workers and aiso for the fieid workers. You: 
abo know that th~ St:1t€- is divide-d into 
three districts so far as the variotB awards 
n re concerned. The Proserpine and Mackay 
ruilb happ0n to b~: in tht:~ (\:nt-ral Distriet 
8-0 far as the a \Var{i.s are eonc-erned. It hap~ 
rwns that the awal.'ds in the Northenc district 
are higher thar: tho-se iz:.. th~ CentraL A 
cieinand \vas 1nad-e ~t P~·n~:--L·pi.ne f:>t· th~ 
Northern av-,ar·d to app~y UJ tha.t atea. and 
the mana2:ernent tn that .Uernand. 
That adJe,.J t; of ~~1anufacture-, 
a::.d the extTa CtJSt out of the farn1ers' 
c tr:.,:. -ccnte· t.I" t t~c of the. 

.Jfr. Js~ ::.:a:yne.] 
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~~.~de f~r ~o. 1 rn."<:'S 
in the Propr.rpine. 
n~sisted, because 

and they -..verc 

pay ir. \YLy 

co•nD11l-sion 
yieidl1;·:r tit~ 

to the actton of 
had to giv-e way. 
tha.t owing to tho 

in the nre~·rou:, 
and no- choice, 

~.\aY. You ~f'E" how 
~1 rc Yictirnised rhrough 

~~'1(' r":tlfE'YpYl~f i;c]ng under po}iti<. al 
f'(•Iltrol. It sf'rves to exercise the contention 
- i·;;·ays raisec~ on th~s side oi the HousP in 

,vith State E'nt(;rnrise~.-~hat it is 
to ~-eClll'(~ S"L1f:5ci£'rlt control through 
, (•f. _ 1 ~rdiri( "· I an1 ;.::pc,a_king: of 
DUt tho? f\a..lnu ··Jrt or t.hlng has 

)H ,rr!y ·ll the GoYern1nent ~1nil1s. 
.;:·or;,mented upon ·it very 

::,peaking at Babinda, 
uo"\ver}ess to do 

th(: ca~e of a. mill 

)fr. Swayne. 

· oiJ.r.rol \\-hc·re the 1nen 
Eugnr. Fi.,.-e !nen 

Il H but ten \Yere nut 
it v;a'? in~ist('d that""- in 

~~·;n!l•t ~l1ou.!d bP 
tc.> do ('~H· n1an · s 

the de>In<::H1 was 
l'l''3isred the 

,, ~tr1kc. The fanners 
;_r::d ,~·ongratu!rnf'd hin1 

takcn, bt·cause rhev 
that at la"·t 5c,mB 

again~t rhis 
on the part 

diP-. barged. 
rh.ar thP>e 

a ne 

fa1n'P1.:: 
I qnct-tions 011 

rc•plieEl a.re :'.01i1E'~ 
\Yhat rni:;:Jeading. I :r:a·.- s~tY rhat I kn(' . ., 
r:t great rnan:· n1en in the. ProSer~)ine district. 
Tl1ey an"' all ft_,llo'.v-fan11£T~ of 1:nine, and 
the~- nar.Er'"lly cnn1c- tn ITH' in their trout.~1e. 
I•1 Ocwb2r la~r. T a>ked rhe Treasurer the 
follo·wing r1nesrion,; :-

.. }. I, ir :l. fact that. lJOt\Yithstandil•g 
rho:' <. v,-;:nd of thP court had placed it 
in the Centr.' l DiYjsion. the Bure.1u oi 
C.r·ntrnl Sugar-n1ills agreed to the \vag•_,s 
and condition:-: a warded for the ='Jorthen1 
Divio;,lon hein~ appljed to the en1ployet:s 
in the Prose1·pine )._Ii11 '? 

"2. If ~o, >.Yill not the increased cosu 
of n1anufanure rc:;.uhing fron1 this COl> 
ce, . .:::;.ior:. ro the Auo::-na1ian \Yorkers' Unic1 
nu:a.n an incrca~c in the coBt of n1anu­
factur:"'. and a dec>rcasf' in the n1one:v 
available to pay the grower for his cane:? 

·· 3. J~, it not reasonable to suppose tha~ 
this yielding nn rhe part of the bur6au 
la~t ~t>a.~on encoura!!e-d the ~-\..ustralian 
\Yorkere· ·cnion to ~na.ke a similar dE'­
n1and on thc- fannerE thiJS cruo;;hing, the 
§!"iYing wa~- to which. under. an a.econ1· 
panying threat of r;trike if not granted, 
rnean~ again a further increase in \YOrk· 
ing costs L) be borne by the producer'?" 

Th<' Trc •surer. ::\Ir. Theodore, ga Hl the fcJ­
Iowing replies:-

,, l. Yes. 
·· 2 and 3. ::'\o •uch results are appre·. 

hended. Th,:: gen('ral n1a.nager of Govern­
nt€Ilt C\•ntral ·sug.ar~n1il1." is of opinicm 
that the eonce~"C·ion will int:-UrC'" industrial 

~' nd rhe econon1ical working of the 
COl1:38(jUt?-11Cl'. ·: 

In spite of that foreca•t by the TreasnrE'r, 
ha...-e had norhing but a constant stre-aru 

troubles dnring this CTlE·hing. because tht· 
der;artn1ent ,~ielded to the den1and that \Yas 
n1ade at the' gro\YEr~' expense. That is the 
whole reaf.on \Yln· \Ye ha...-e all the trouble 
""" haYC at the Pro>crpine ::\Iill this seasc•n. 
_-\.gRin. I find rhat I a.;:;ked the Treasurer-

.. Is it a f&.c-t rhat. in spite of rbe 
c,;nce~sion~ n1.ade to \Yorkers in the 
Proserpinc· :.\fill b:_r the Con1ptroller c,f 
State Sug!../+rnills. for the purpose cf 
::~'-_·~:.:ti:-::g :ir.ci,t~~riaJ ]Jf·,ce, as n1enti(;ned 
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to :;:;.15 L.i_UC'3ticn c: >t 
is at the 
and the 

... p·ikcrs who arc 
.'lcu-.n·niian \Yorkers' 

1110111\?:lt 
charge 
o£ the 

ALtl t:ht' l'ep1y Y\as. "Xo.:' I haYC here a 
\,·hich ."ays the rcpl~- \Ya'3. ·· 'i~es." 

that exactl~- IYhat I indicated in 
did take place, in spite of the 
denial. He ac-tualh· denied 

tliere \Yas d strike, and 'there ·was 
[4.32 p.111.] a .:-trikc. TlH?l'C is no getting 

a\Y-ay fron1 the eyidence, \Yhich 
:;:ho\YE- rhc- troubles these- groi'\T'rs ~.~·ere 
under last c-rushing is entirely O'l\-ing to 
tht ,.c industrial dispntP~. In the case of 
co-operatiYc and priYately-oiYncd nlill'<. as the 
Treasu1.ocr hin1self pointe-d out. there is n1uch 
le<' than in the St'ilte-control!Pd mills, and 
the only conclusion you can co1ne to is that­
it i~ owing to the ·weakness inYnriab1y sho·wn 
in giYing \Vay. I also askecl-

. 1. '\Yas the canegrowers' board of 
achice at the Proserpine officiall: con­
::::·u1ted in connection \Yith anv of the 
l'UCe-nt ~trikes, Ol' a.sked for any assistance 
in ht'\r)ing to deal \Yith the situation 
cn,nred by thcn1 '? 

"2_ Dcd the Cancgrowers' Association 
ar fh(' Proserpine wire hin1 supporting. 

in any way regarding the action of 
Pro,Prpine :Ylill management in the 

stand it adopted? 
"3_ If so, did he reject the adYice of 

thf' gl'O\Yers' board by granting the 
'trikc rs' request for controlling the 
e:nployment of labour in the mill?" 

might point out that on the lines of the 
:911 Al·t, in accordance \Yith an a1nend1nent 
nlOYPd by 1nyself to that ... t\ct, a gro1-vers' 
boarc: of ach·ice \Yas appointed, but the 
g'YO\Y('l'S con1plained that their advice \Yas 

not taken, In reply to my question as to 
whether he rejected the gro\Ycrs' adYice, he 
says '' :'\ o" : he did not reject it. Yet here is 
a copy of a letter to the Treasurer himself 
-in whic-h it 13 pointed out that hiE reply to 
me i' directlY contrarv to facts, This is 
the conunent that the g:rowers of Proserpine 
made on the Treasurer's reply to me den:ing 
that such a r:hlng happene-d-

,, The Honourable the Treasurer of 
Queensland, Brisbane. 

.. Sir.-I baYe been dlrectcd to point 
our to ~You that your reply to question 
:'\o, 3 which \vas asked bv :i1r_ Swavne 
i~ not c·olTect, as you did" reject the ~ad­
.- ice: of thP Grower3' Boa~d b~ granting 
nl(• :;.triker~~ request for controlling the 
t.::·nJployment n£ labour in the Pro.serpine 
::>I ilL 

" I haYe the honour to be, 
l.,.onrs. etc., 

" :iL A, :iiAcKEc;zrE, 
"SecretarY, P. F_ and C, G, 

, _-\._ssociation.'' 

\Y' e \_•ftt~ll ha YC' to rmnplain of the inaccu­
racy. to ~ay the least of it, of the replies we 
get from the other side. ~ow, we have a 
direct ,-efntation of an a-nswer which the 
Treasurer g-aYe n1e. He is either ignorant 
of what is taking place when he 3ays there 
is no strike when there is a strike, or else­
welL we can leave it to the Committee to 
think for then1seh-es. Either he is ignorant 
or he is !ni.~leading. I haYe here a n1ost 
~triking in~rance of the \Yay rhe Io,sses. run 
up under this controL I have here a letter 

\·l1ieh pnint.:: \JUt tha: eYu_· since thl' pre::-cnt 
i nro office the losses, in 

kitcben hRYE' been on an 
_ In 1914. in \Yorking the 

r'wy lost £30, The loss has in­
and, increcEcd until in 1917 it 1vas 

aucl in 1918 it actually amounted to 
eamc to £900 odd. In 

strik-ing evidence of the in~ 
of this GoYerninent to run a n1ill 

\1-oncler that t hev nre 
1 to the tlll1(' of smnething. like 

"-f:L500.0CO in \Yorkinsr the 1·ailways? I think 
1 h~lYC' pointed our ~how incon11iatiblc it is 
tc. tlw ' interests that their dfairs 
sbculcl controlled bv a Government that 

under the d01nlnanCe of unions, that is 
uuio:1-ridden. a::- ,vl' kno\Y unionisn1 to-day­
an irrespoiu-ilJle, .;;uiC'idally s0lfi<:<h unionisn1; 
and the~e 1110·1 are up against the growers. 

Thc1·e j.., a11other n1attcr I should like 
to ch-aw attL•ution to befon; I sit dmvn, I 
f·incl it rather difficult to understand whv 
rnill:-' lhat al'(' nndPr ,GoYernn1mn ccntrOl 
'h ,u]cl pa_Y a lo\Yer price than mills under 
co-opcrariYe or vriYnte control. Of course, 
l kno\Y the 1 q1l~- will be that the Central 
Boc r, l ha ,.e control of these matters and 

the pric~·, but in the case of the Proser~ 
the price "as fixed by the local board, 

at.d I an1 cnnous to know \Yhat pressure ·was 
brought to bLar on those gTO\Yers to induce 
them to accept a price of 2s, per ton less 
than what th0 other mills had to pay. In 
lll~Y O\Yl1 electorate the san1c thing orc~Jrrcd. 
\Yhile the board award was £1 10s, 3d, for 
12 r_c·,s. cane, these two Government mills 
· -Proserpine ;me! :'\orth Eton---\YCr<' let off at 
£1 s~. 3d. for the salllE' qualit,"-. and T l11Ust 
sw,· that I cannot follo\\. the reasons that are 
gi~·en by the eontrol as to "·hy there should 
be this difference in price, Looking at the 
renort upo11 the GoYennnent Ccntra.l sugar­
mills, \Ye find on pag-e 4-

" Although --nbsequently, in further­
nnce of these- arrange1nents and represen­
tations, a price for cane. approx:in1ately, 
2s, per ton lo,ver than other mills in the 
}lackav district was fixed bv the local 
cane prices board, the grmve;·s appealed 
against the !lricc, which appeJal v;as 
clismissccl, The contention that such a 
mill as :'\orth Eton, with all its cane 
:mppl~- on a very light tramline, is in 
a 31tnilar position to a. n1ill -dra1Ying its 
n1ain .o.:.upplies by raihva~ is not sound. 
It is not possible for a mill whoc,e tram­
way~ are rcYenue-pro-ducing three 1nonths. 
per annu1n, to pay interest, .deprecia­
tjon. and n1aintcnance on such tran1~ 
wa~·s and rolling-stock, and haul cane at 
a )Wice similar to the Railway Depart­
lnent. vYhose plant is reve-nue-producing­
throughout the year, and whose charges 
arc lighter.') 

The comptroller raised the c-ontention that 
a n:ill that is sen·ecl bv the railwav is better 
off than a n1ill SC'rveCl bv son1e 'tralnlines. 
But I might point out tl;at another mill­
Plane Creek-in rhe sa1ne district, s{~rved 
ahnost "·holly b~- its o"'Yn tran1lines. pay~ a 
higher price. I know that the Central Board, 
in their \Yisdom, defeated the appeaL because 
an appeal was made by the growe·':) against 
£1 Ss. 3ct _-\!though they stood by the 
Tr('asurcr in the n1atrer---

The bell indicated that the hon, member's 
full time had expired. 

:Yir, COLLI:'\S 1Bo1''en): I do not know 
why the hem. n~e1nber for :\Iirani deYotes 

Jf r, Col! ins. J 
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so rnuch tin1e to a n1ill in n1y electorate. 
because I think I am quite competent to look 
after both the growers and the mills in 
that electorate. But· everv session he devo'tes 
a certain amount of his time to this matter. 
while he would be f.ar better occupied look­
ing after the interests. may be. of his own 
Hon1ebush fanners \Yho are under the control 
of the Colonial Sugar Refining Compauy. I 
am not going to say that all the disputes 
that took place in Proserpine '"''re justified. 

i\lr. SwAYXE: I should think not. 

Mr. COLLI:'\S: But I am going 'to say 
that the farmen in that district. mav be. 
ha,·e a little more confid0nc<: in the d1strict. 
than the hon. member has. because on Thurs­
day, the 8th January. I asked the Treasurer 
the following question :-

" 1. How many tons of cane \Yere 
crushed at the Proserpine mill for the 
1919 season? 

" 2. Ho\v man~- tons of ra vv ::.ugar "·ere 
made from cane crushed? 

'' 3. vYhat was the averaore price paid 
per ton of cane" ~ 

" 4. vYas the whole of the cane 
crushed? 

'· 5. Has the area under cane increased 
or decreased for the 1920 season? .. 

And the replies were-
"1. Tons cane, Proserpine. 1919. 35.260. 
'· 2. Tons raw sugar made. 4.876. 
" 3. Average price per ton cane. £1 

14s. 3d. 
" 4. All available cane '"as crushed. 
" 5. The area under cane has increased 

for 1920 season.'' 

That is mv replv to the hon. member for 
Mira ni. just in1agine an intelligent body 
of fanners which I reprE'.3C'nt to 1he so 
foolish. us the hon. member for Mirani \Youlcl 
make this House believe thev are. as to 
put more cane under crop than the year 
before ! Men do not do such foolish things 
'as that in my electorate-they might do them 
in the hon. member's electorate. He is 
always interfering in Proserpine~ and any­
one who followed Pmserpirw dosPly last 
season knows well that we. had all those 
disputes practically after the hon. member 
had been continually asking questions. He 
is the one who stirs up strikes. because the 
questions he asks in this House have an 
influence outside of it. vYhen the Dickson 
<award was put into operation the hon. mem­
ber and some of his party got the Proserpine 
farmers out on strike for a number of \Yeeks. 
and practical!,- helped. to some extent. to 
ruin the district at that particular time. and 
I think they will never forgive the hon. 
member for iYlirani for the ad,-ice he 
tendered at that particular time. 

Hon. vY. H. BARXES: You are the cham­
pion for stining up strikes. 

Mr. COLLI:\'S : I am not a champion for 
stirring up strikes. I am a man who keeps 
people in their proper place. like I am trying 
to keep the hon. member for :Ylirani in his 
proper place. If Proserpine is such a terrible 
pla.ce as the hon. men;ber for J\'Iirani says. 
and the farmers cannot get their cane 
crushed, hmY is it that the Auditor-General 
says on page 4-

" Appendix B shows that the highest 
price paid for cane was at Mulgra,·e. 
with Isis. Proserpine. and Plane Creek 
follo·wing in thP o::dPr n1er:tio:1ed. ·~ 

[Jlr. Co1lins. 

o~~. 
1
ln rJtl:r:r \\:ord:;;. ProsJ?rpiL:,. v·.1s 

}ugnest place 1n the payin~?nt:;; tor 
let. us read the payments and 
prices for 12 c.c.s. to grower;;:. 
as follow:-

"Babinda 
South Johmtone 
JI,Iulgraw 
Proserpine 
I'iorth 'Eton 
Is is 
Gin Gin 
Mount Bauple 
:Yio'3man 
Plane Creek 

::::, 8. ti. 
1 13 6 
l :2 4 
1 lO 4 
l 10 ~ 

l 8 ll 
l g 10 

8 9 
3 0 

1 7 V 

6 0 
., 

Let the hor1. member explain that. Plane 
Creek i3 jll his electorate. and that i~ "~.-Yher9 
the fanne1·~ are getting ruined. :\._ccording 
to the report of ~::\lr. \Y. ,T. Short. it says 
on page 4-

.' Tl1e operations of this mill resulted 
in. a profit of £5.248. which wa' ap_r,ro; 
pl'lated for rede1nption. etc .. as proYIUeo. 
for by the local award. 

'· Onh· 24.800 tons of an estimated 
47,0-JO tons of cane were harvested from 
Proserpine area O"\Ying to frost. but 
arrange1nenb:• \Yere made ''"hereby sur­
ph<' Burd.~kin cane. amounting to 31,403 
ton>. was treated at Proserpine 1VIil!." 

"This extra cane save·d the situation, 
the E>xtra tonnag·e treated so affecting 
o,·erhead charges~ that the mill was able 
to distribute a further cane payment at 
the dose of the se·ason.' · 

Xow. if the Proserpine :Hill was so badly 
manaored. how is it that when I went aiong 
a111on'g the farn1ers on the Inkcnuan Estate. 
son1e of then1 crune 111iles to thank Jlle per­
sonalh· and tell me to thank the Government 
for tl1'e 'vav in which the,- have LH'en treated 
at the Pr,;sE>rpine ::\Iill. i1otwithsta11din; the 
fact that th<>ir cane had to be railed n• arly 
100 miles': The Burdekin farmers have been 
accustomed to pri.-ate enterprise. There we 
have the celebrated ,John Drysdale, at the 
pre-se·nt tin1c ~;n1ploying forty Japanese in 
co11nection with his Inkerma11 ::\Iill. while 
returned ~oldicr.s are carrYin~r their S\Yag.s 
round tlw country after i1a ,-lng fought to 
protect such men as John Drysdale. 

Mr. \YARREX interjected. 

::\Ir. COLLI.l\S: The hon. member for 
Th-lurru1nba went awav and fought for the 
property-owners 0 of Australia, and men like 
him are being denied the right to work. 
Japanese being put on in their stead. His 
association are dealing with the Inatter at 
the pn~·.~L·nt tin1e. and I hope the.;- \vill cie-al 
with it effectively. 

::\Ir. SJzER: I hope so, too. 

l\Ir-. COLLI:\'S: An-d put Joh;, Drysdate 
in his proper place. 

::\Ir. SIZER: Oh' 

l\Ir. COLLI:\'S : That is another matter, 
isn't it'' (Laughter.) \Ye haw none of these 
thing~ happening in co!lnection with the 
employment of labour in the Central s~gar­
milh. There are not forty Japanese clear­
ing- the \\·Peth fron1 the Pro~erpine trarn­
vnly: it is being done by th0 '.1 hitt> ;·c--~iden::-.. 
of thE' district. The ho1L n1et~1ber for ~Jirani 
n1akes jt hi::..special ~tudy finrl tb~ dirt 
he pD3sibly can dig Ul) \virh 
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'-'th:._:r Cenn·al 1nilb in dif~ 
of Queensland. His O\Yll cane­
later on, crush the hen. n1en1-

:\lirani. The·re is only one black 
~not the :\orth at present, ancl it will 
1~:~'- 'i11ed out YC•rv ~hortl\, a.nd it will all 
l~H~conl~ whitP. (·LangLter:) The be~t T~pl.Y 
I ca11 !2-iye the bcll1. n1en1be1 for }lirani 1.3 

tb:n r1{e farntcl'~ of Prose·rpine have n1ore 
c<:UJt~ planted thnn they hayc had for a nun1-
ber of ye-ar~ past. It i~ quite true there 
are a f~·w ctisQTuntled n1cn ther2 like the 
hon. nu··mber f~r ~lirani. \Ye haYC farn1ers 
at P rcse1·plne v;ho grow lc"s than 50 tons a 
....-ear. :.\I:;vbc son1c of tho~e -..Yho gro·w 20 or 
30 ron.s wrltc to t~1c hen. 1ne1nber for :}1:irani. 
Sc11nc of the 1argc.st gro-..Yers :::u}JJ._Jort tlu: .. · hon. 
mernher for "Bo\Yen. 

:\Ir. :\IooRE: The capitalist i;; onr there. 
The 5Ina!l n1en arc here. 

::\Ir. COLLI::'\S: I am not saying a word 
a.gain~t the sn1a ll n1e-n "~hen they ate gen~line: 
It i~ nH'n Hkt' tbe hon. n1cn1lx_•r for ~lnani 
\Yho '~re ahYays growling that they c~nnot 
g-et a Jiyelihood; while men 'vho ha Ye bigger 
n1inds and. n1aybe, n1ore n1u.scle go on the 
land and make a success of it. At any rate, 
I .an1 not going to allow hi1n to get _up here 
fron1 tinE'· to tirne and ho-..,-1 aga1nst the 
\Y0rkin£!: n1en iu n1v electotate: denouncing 
the ue~eral manager of the Central sugar­
lDill:S~ who i~ a n18.n \vith a certain amount 
of common sense. That is what ,-ou \Yant 
when YOU baYc to deal with men. The judge 
may 11aw made. a mistake-I believe he did 
-in not includmg the Proserpme ::\hll In 
the ::'\orthern award. The general manager 
included it, and paid the Xorthern award 
rate,, to the mill hands. The hon. member 
would have us belie·ve the farmers did not 
agree to that. He knows the farmers did 
agree to pay the men in the field the 
Northern award rates. \V ill he deny that·: 

::11r. SwAYXE: They had to. 

::111-. COLLI:'\'S: They agreed at a pro­
pc·rly comtituted meeting of their organisa­
tion to pay the rates. They are not as mad 
as some fanners in other parts of Queens­
Jan<l ; thcv possc-ss a good deal of conu11on 
sense. I ·am not g-oing to Jefend all the 
dispute~ that took place at Pro~erpine. 

:\1r. ::1100RE: I see there is an item dm,-n 
in connection with the Proserpine Central 
Sugar ::>fill that does not appear in any 
other balance-slwet-that is, ·'Kitchen Sup­
plies, £50." . I would like to know. what 
kit<'hc-n . .:...upnhes haY<: to do w1th a Central 
sugar-mill. ~ Is a kitchen proYided for the 
workers? 

The PRDIJER: There is a kitchen at eYery 
mill for the workers. but there is a different 
arrangement about ·feeding the employees. 
Some arrange for the·ir own mess, and in 
other cases the mill proYides for them. 

?>fr. :\IOORE: There is another thing 
which struck me as a most peculiar position. 
It is referrE'd to on page 7 of the Auditor­
General's re·port in connection with the South 
Johmtone ::1-Iill. This is what it says-

" One of the factors contributing to 
the loss on the ~ear's transactions was 
the price paid fm: can_e. The local board 
made "" award fixmg the pnce for 
12 c.c.5. cane at 28s_ per ton. with a ba.~e 
r·rice of 27s. 6d. Payments were made 
Bt the latter priee. The a.,-er~ge ~S:S.·s· 
{;\'E-r th•_: "\YhO}{' St'd.30il \Ya:3 OT!£Y ..i.L1
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t1F' a ,,:n.rd 1 cue uf IYhich is 24s. per rem, 
thus accol~nting for .an oYer~payn1cnr of 
3~. 6d. per toll oYer the -..vhole crop, or 
a total OYerpa)-D1f'l1t of £8.243 n 

It ~et:·1JB an ex.rraordinarih- unbnsinesslike­
sort of lllC'thod to pay befOre you have a. 
tc,t. 

The l'RDIIER: \Ye ha Ye to pay the ba,e·· 
11riee 1uH.k•r tfie a\Yart1. 

:\[r. :\lOORE: The price pa.icl e.hould be 
j-J:-:.l'd bY the tc~l" of t·he cane., the sa1ne a~ 
the butter factor:; pa.ys on the test of the 
cn:.·an1 it gets . 

ThE' PRDIIER: The aYerag·L price for the 
:-:-ea:-:;on i::-; 12 c-.c . ..-:. ~ 

:\Ir. :\IOORE: They fixed it too high. 
The PRDJIER : Y cs. 

:\fr. ::IIOORE: Am! that might happen at 
any time. The board fixes a price which 
pnts a 1ni1l in a position it h~s no earthly 
\va.y of getting out of. It shows the vahle 
of the amendment ,,-hich Colonel Rankm 
cnclcavonrccl to have put in the Bill when 
h~:>- -..YaB in this House. 

Tlw CHAIR:\L.\::\ : Order ! That comes 
under another vote. 

:\Ir. ::V10ClRE: It Becms to me wch an 
extraor-dinary position for any n1ill to be 
placed in. If butter f<tCtories ,,-ere run on 
such a, principle as that, ·we -..Yonld not have 
any factories in Queensland. Some altera­
tion "-ill have to be madt>. These cane 
prices boards will have to understand what 
the a,·erage c.c.s. of the cane is going to 
be befmc they fix the price. eo that the mill 
will not be i'nvoh·ed in a loss. but can pay a 
diYidend afterwards if neCessar-v. When 
there i;; an accumulated loss of £70,132 ac 
South .J ohnstone, it does not look as though 
it was going to be a profitaWe mvestment for 
Queensland. 

The PRE>IIER: Do you know \Yho estab­
lished that mill 1 

::llr. :UOORE: Yes. It is admitted it was 
est>Lblished in the wrong place, but it iB 
claimed to be an aeset. because 160 farmers 
arc "'tiled there who would not have been 
there otherwise. It is a pretty expensive 
way of doing it. The position ma:v becol?e 
bettei· later on. It is to be hoped It wilL 
It is surely up to the Government to find 
some method bv which an unavoidable loos 
cannot be put on to a mill. 

The PREo!IER : I Bhould think it "·ill not 
happen again. 

::\1r. ::IIOORE: We haxe had so many things 
that were not going to happen ao-ain. If 
this is going on year after ~7 ear, it ~s. going 
to be a heavy burden on the supphers of 
cane to have to pay this amount. I was 
rather struck with the speech of the hon. 
member for Mirani. He ahva.vs strikes me as 
being worth listening to on ·sugar, because 
he is a grower, and understands the diffi­
culties of sugar-growing. 

::11r. CoLLIXS: He is in this House most 
of his time. 

Mr. ::V100RE : He understands the diffi­
culties they have to put up with far more 
than the ordinary man who walks throu15h 
the sugar di;;uicts. My idea is that a ma.n 
\vho grows sugar-cane should understand the 
position better than someone who goes round 
fWgani ~jng. 

Mr. Moore.] 



Mr. COLLI);3: I kn0w all :i1e sug·n- di5-
tricts from X arnbou:r t0 the l\1Df5nlan. 

Mr. l\IOORE : Going round organising the 
workers. 

.Mr. CoLL!);S: I talk to intelligent farmere. 

"Mr. MOORE: I han' listened t•J an intel­
ligent farmer here. \Yhen the hon. member 
for Bovven 6a.id the big men were among 
those supporting him. and the small men 
went to the hon. member for Yl:irani. it 
struck me as that. if the small men are 
going to be downtrodden by rhe present 
Governrnent. and have to corne to a rnember 
of the Oppo,itlon_ to get justice. it is some­
thing the hon. member for Mirani should be 
extremely proud oL I hope he will continue 
to be the mainstav of the small man. and let 
the capitalists sur)port member;; on the other 
;;id e. 

Mr. FRY (Kuri/pa): I a.m not a grower, 
and am not a cane worker, but I am going 
to air the grievance of one man employed 
in the Gin Gin Mill. Be claims chat he has 
endeavoured to secure justice from the de­
partment and also fron1 the unions. First 
of all. he belonged to the clerks' union. and 
then to the Australian \Yorkers' Lnion: and 
in a general way he has been battered from 
pillar to post. He has cndea voured by all 
-constitutional nwan~ in his power to bP 
heard. He does not claim that the Minister 
knows anything about it. but believe~ that 
if the Minister did know the full and trun 
fa.cts as they appear to him. his position at 
the present tim would not be as it is. I 
·will give) as concisely as poti<~ible. the story 
as it is related to be by this gentlen1an. 
He is Mr. Steele. He had been employed at 
work at the Gin Gin Mill as weighbridge 
clerk (assistant to the accountant-, during 
the crushing st<1.son<> 1915 and 1916. and as 
a labourer du1·ing the period intervening, 
a6sit'ting in the OYer hauling of machinery. 
It appears that he was 1 good n1an. and 
they retained. his ser,-ic es during the non­
crushing season to assist them in oYel'haul­
ing n1achinery and do-in~ labouring \York 
a bout the pla.ce. 

At 5 o'clock p.m .. 
::vlr. RoBERTS. one of the Ten1prn·ar;; 

(~hainncn. :t_·clie,-ed th0 Chairrn '_n in th::: 
chair. 

::Vlr. FRY: vVhilot he was so employed he 
dcc·idcd to apply for the position of weigh­
bridge clerk at the MulgraYe Sugar-mill, 
at a wage of .£4 a week, and he told the 
n1anagc:ment of his intention. 11r. Stapleton. 

t d.lH? inspe·ctor, who \vas in charge of 
Gin Gin MilL gave him a good testi­

mouiHL and adyised him not to apply for 
~he position at the ::Vlulgraye ::VIil:, ae the 
position at the Gin Gjn 11ill would be a 
pcrnla.nent one. Upon this aS":..urancc~ ne 
·decided not to his application for 
l'mnloyment lVlulgraYe MilL But 

end crushing scasor:) Steele 
was con.-enim~tl!:: dropped for 

a l)r>rsonal fner>:t or the 
Hennecsey, who was 

n1ann.ge::.nent in a share in a n1ine. 

The PRE:1IIER: Could vou not see 1ne 
.-)ut tlih aL''::~·\va.rds ·: It' i3 a VDl'Y small 

!natter. 

1Ir. It is owt a small matter. _ 
seen testimonials given to the man. 
no ono nn say that there is anything 

m them ·which ;., detrimental; they speak 
of him as bemg one of the finest men who 

fMr· !J1oore. 

g.!' k-·rnplo:yrnent A .. ppar-
h~~ .... ,-1-;_: drive11 OE~ oi en1ployrnent .at. 

Gin ~dill to 1nake 'va v f0r a frienci 
n1·ana"~ernent. I tru~t that the Min­

i.::.tcr ;,-rill loO'k into hi6 ca.se. It rnight be 
;;;;aid that the n1an v::J~ offere-d. en1ployment 
a2:ain. but vou kno'\Y that once a n1an kicks 
uP a- .. stink .. about the m 1,nage1nent, he is 
rroine: to get the order of the boot from the 
~'uanage1nf.nr at the first opportunity avail. 
.able. That has been the practice in aJI 
Gn,-ernment ernployment. 

The PRDf!ER: ::\ot since this Government 
can1e in. 

:.\Ir. FRY: DLning this Go\·er!nnent' 3 tern1. 
I onlY deal with matters of recent date, a.nd 
this "is one of them. Hennessey had no 
claim to the job except that he was a partner 
in a 1nine with the n1anager of the m1lL 
It is stated that the iron work for the mine 
,\-a~ doni? at the 1nill. 

The PRE>IIER : That is ,a gra ,-e cha.rg.o. 

:\Ir. FRY: After the man has gone 
throue:h all constitutional means by W-'"Y of 
corre~pondence to get redress. but has not 
suec2eded. th,, 31inister will be justified ie 
g-iying hirn an interview in order to satisfy 
himself. This appears to me to be a case 
of sacrificirLg a 1l1arried m,an with a family 
for ·1 sing-le~ man. I trust the 3.1iniEter will 
tdke notice of the case. 

J.Ir. '3:\IITH (JfqcJ.ay) : I desire to ;;ay 
a fpv.' ,,-ords in connection 1.vith this vote. 
I think rr:at in the 1General Manager of the 
Central Sug,u Bureau 1ve have a very 
eapa\ le man, who is thoroughly aiivc to the 
duties of his office. and is doing everythmg 
po~sihlt_' to bring ·the Government mills to 
as high a state of efficiency as possible. Of 

we ma<:;t bear in mind that 1nany of 
which vcerc built in the early days 

y, ere put in the wrong place} and. having 
to pay hi~h haulage rates. <:ere not naturally 
in " ,oo'ition to do tho good work whioh 
.:mills sinL1.tcd in a lJct:t<Jr position are capable 
nf doing-. The chief point I wish to refer 
to ic tlw price of sugar and the lwndling of 

Qneensland product. \Ye know that the 
ha·dn" £1.500.000 ir.Y"- •.t,, d in 

sug _' r-rnills. the suCcess or othcrvYise of the 
Ceiitral n;.illE is largely bound up in the price 
paid for sugar. I want to refer to questions 
that I asked in the House last week with 
reference to the marketing of the Queensland 
product in the Southern States. We know that 
the Commonwealth Government are the sole 
purchasers of all sugar produced in Queen')­
i_lrld1 inclu_din.g. c£ coursr. that ,vhi. h is pro­
-'nced i'1 ot.;_r f'entral sugc.r-n1il~-:. That i-.. 
pitrchased at a base price of £2:: 
Th~ refined 1H'CHinct is _:;;old, I 
£.29 10s. a tDiL 



pos.:~-tolP 1n Qu-0ensl;,ncl.. 7e-t ciuring thi.;. 
period. under the tern1.s of purchase imposed 
bv the Commonwealth, thrs Government wae 
directlv prohibitf'd fr~Jm building any new 
"ugar-n1ill~. h·orn E'xtending thP crushin_ 
C'J.pacity of an.\- existing sugar-mills, or fron1 
inc;reasing their f'fficiency ::;'Pnerally. This\\"..-~ 
cione at a tinu~ ,"!_-hen we l'f"cognised the neces­
sity of increasing production. Yet. during 
this period the Cor>1monwutlth Government 
have had to import a iarge quantity of sugar· 
to make up the deficiency. Only on three 
occasions has sufficient sugar been produced 
in Australia to meet the requirements of 
the Commonwealth. and onlv on one occa­
sion has there been a surpl{,s. yet we find 
the Commonwealth Government imposing 
conditions which delibera.tely prohibit any 
ext<msion of tlw industry in the State. 

I come now to a very irnporrant point. 
which has a bearing also on the question of 
whether central sugar-mills can earn a profit 
or not. I have pointed out that there is a 
balance of £3 17s. 6d. between the price 
paid for raw sugars. the charges for refining. 
and what it is being retailed at. What I> 
would like to know is how that £3 17s. 6d. 
is allotted. I am of opinion that that is 
pia~ced to the credit of a fund which recom · 
penses the Commonwel!lth Government for 
fhe increased pri( e they have to pay for th+' 
imported article: that is to say. I under­
stand that they have paid a large sum, which 
haf' b:~en :::tated in one -::ase a~ £28 and iu 
the other :, t £34 a ton fur .] :lYarH-"3-f' or 
Mauritius sugar. That sugar was placed on 
the market at the same price as the Queens­
land product. That arrangement is one that 
is subversive of the interests of the central 
"mgar-mills. and of the industry generally in 
Queensland. It means that, while the Com­
rnoinvcalth Government prohibit the exten­
~ion of th·., it,._1ustry in Queonsland~prohibit 
increased production here-yet they 1are 
making £3 17s. 6d. of the we:tlth produced 
in Queensland gu to pay for sugar grown 
bv coloured labour elst,where. In the 
s·outhern States for months pas't th•· 
people have been bitterly of the 
eonditions under sugar is obtainabl( 
In many plaef3 to i,'lke hali raw 
,ond half-refined sugar; in other places, they 
have only got the ravv product; and an 
imported article is being placed directly OE 
tho n1arket in the Southern 8-tates "\vhich 
io not produced in QLlernsland. One only 
uccd~ to look at the :::ug·a1· the dining~tabL-,s 
of of the restaurant.:. and hotel::. It 

nw of toffe 
sort of and half 

1ThJt 

a \\-ful grovv-n 
<lll the Islands. I cont md that the industry 
1s of national import .,nee to the whole Corn-
Tnonv,rcalth. It is a most industry 
i_n Qneen3land ; shou.id, 

3247 

on \\ ~thou.t 
of th~ 

part ··s J. thing n1ust 
be ch·~ap, of cheapness" 
\Ve. ao; a c,J:mrt"unih no right to get 
a thinr?; • heap 1f 1ts dt-Jpends on 
tlw inadequat0 payn~ent any section 
engaged in tfle production of the article., 
\Ve ; 1y that anyone engage-d 1n the produc­
tion of our primar.:· products should receive 
a pricP which gives them , legitimate return 
for labour, anci for the ' J.pital HlVf'~ted in 
the industrY. and the risks which the-;- run 
fl'ora vario{ts causes. "[ n,rn nleased t'o see 
that actior, i3 not being" taken by tho 
canegrovver:;;. but being supported by 
the Queensland Government~ The Premier 
has sLted that he is going to do his best 
to secure better CJnditions of pur,:hase in the 
future than has been the '.ase in the past. 
He has also said. in reph~ to my question, 
that he will permit of any clause being 
inserted in agreernent by the Common· 
'\\·ealth Go,·erntnen.t ~,,·hich nrohibite. tll •r 

incre1sc in the productioL (n this State, 
\Ve know that during the '"'"'r period the 
price of sugar T~ ent up t:·normously in Aver.,; 

of t;he British Empire. At the present 
I understand that the British Govern~ 

1nent have pa.id rnuch as £40 a ton for 
ratv sugar gro•.vn the \/Vest Indies. and 
other charge . ., .tr!? S!.1perin1posed on that 
That shows that the price of sugar is ver3~ 
high in the l'i orld's ma.rkot at the present 
tim'''. I contend tha~. in,:;:;mqr:h as tho 
Queensland in-dustr"'" providf d that 
ron:modit~~ CornmoTl'""e,dth aEd 1a 
plentiful i -. tf,!: '-''" 
at a ;Hice 
pay. then 
mal we 
dardised 

a.n: 
sugar ::.'l\-
or tv:o obscr·vations in r~rly to ar: 

1) ihr> 
whto 

tion narL the Trca:-;un::T vvith to 
the South 1.v1i1f That hon, gentle-
man wishes to associate some blame for the· 

Hon. W H Barn<'s.] 
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l:-.. c PRE:J.IIER: The ContLJi~~io11 did r:ot 
sc:~_·c~ tLc- :'ite at a~L 

Ho:<. \\'. H. Bc,R:\ES: ·:'lw hon. ~·emlc-
·c:u~t:3 tC• t:,·\:·t (·n to aHothcr tl-:-ad;:. 

I'iK PRE:;E£E : The C'onnnission t:hd nor 
H·Ject I he ~1t(· at S('Uth J ohn:::tOlH..' at all. 

)fl('TIT. 

<: ~ t hinp·~. 
The PREollER : A 

C'an1e dow.l:l 
Pl'em}t·r. 
at :3c.uth 

denutation of interested 
- ln:nisfad and -waited 

thar i3 ~1ow the sire 
JchEHonc. 

HAR:\ES: That is a statc-
fh:,t no fou11dation 

-;::J· ~act. T:!·easurcr ordy n1akiug 
the .sta t('lnent hopinc !J1~ t it will cJ.tch on. 

Thf' PRE}IlET.: I n \Jlc:mbeY quite well that 
~l · ._·:'-t' :i nerson" ca1ne- do\Vll 

- o~1 the PreJuier. 

The fact r€1na.ins 
day followed the 

Com::nission that ha-d 
panicuiar regard. 
to take exception 

·nut down here for 
postage, ifwidenta} expenses. 
If there rhinp_· Innre tha.n another that 

'"·~rnnw;m, ]_,jJtcd for, it is the 
\V:ith a. view of hav~ 

dJscu:-s-ed hv nH·In­
tiJOrmlghly under­

a .n_·duction in 

The PREiv.IIER.: Ju~:: ',;. woui in c-onn-ec­
tion wlth the st:-_,te.!~~nt rnade bv the hon. 
HH'ntber for Bu]ir:nha u~J the {1\.les'tion of the 
site fo:r the- Snud1 J o1rnstone Central l\1ill. 
Jt is genera.Hy adn!1i:ted that the trouble in 
eo:nnoction 1,;vith r.h£- South J ohnstone J\1iH 
h.1~- been occa~iont.-d to the bad selef'-
tion of rhe 3i..j._1~ for :he Evel'yone- knows 
that the Con:n11ission .dl-d not Rt'lect the e.ite 
icr t.he rni]} at Soufh .J obnstone Ht alL The 
hon. 1nernbe:r for I11':i:ran~ w]]] .<)£Tee wit.h n1e 
that the Eite 1s a lrad ont. ~AnvonE vvho 
knov:E anything about th.: subject ffiust. adrnit 
that. The South J- ohnst-one MJlJ ha~ laboured 
llnder great diftityhi-es thro?gh its inability 
to get a sufficient. gnpp]y {)·: ca.ne. That )s 
·due to t,he fact r,hat. the cane has to he hau1ed 
>.'( ry great dist,QJq_:e~?, and has to 1:-JB. hauled 
ov-er a stePp range iro-::1 Live1pool Cr€·~k. 
Everyone recognise~ that. The Commission 

-:Jot :recon:mend :hE'. Eitc for the 'South 
MiJJ nt a11. Tbe Con1mi6sion 

1 ecomrnended +bat the iJ.:rst rnill should be 
at Babinda, and that :the1··- should be a. miJI 
.at South Johnstc ne_ but they did not se l-ed 
the ~~te. Tll€ Go-.,'{~; :Jm'f".~_t { i ihE ~..:.E..J t.ock 

[Hon. W. H. Bmnts. 

lay :l::-s 
pa11{'1'~ on ~he tabl(• ·: 

The FH.E::\IIER: I ,, ill lay the vaper> c-··1 
rhe table. if \·on like. The deputation '-"--85 

intrrJduced b\-, Sir RobE·n Philp. T'ht}y \VE'~> 
dirt-."'r:th· in the- n1atter. and 

G-uYernn1ei1t of -.,yeakh~ Yieldel 
ro them, tind c-ho"-e the pre:::cnt sit~'~ u£ rhe 
Sunth J chn:':oue :=viiii a~tainst the wi3hes c·:f 
.:\h·. LL·nnon. \\-ho wa~ the ll1E'lnher f,:.·i 
.Herb-en at thf' tinL·. 

Hon. \Y. H. BAR:<ES: That is not con-cct. 

Tlw PRE::\HER: It is correct. The hem. 
lllt:Inber for Bulin1ba ought to TC111en1ber the 
facts welL bt·<:ause he \Vas. Treasurer at the 
tinH?. I--le uught ro haYe all the facts at his 
finger< end. The fact that the South John­
~tune }liH i5 proYing a failure is because 
of the ~ire. If the ho11. g·entlen1an wants th,_..; 
papers laid on the table: I will lay them on 
\Yith pleasure. 

:\h. S\YAY:'\E: I would like to have "'" 
few Inure "\\·ords to say in -3Upport of tho 
amendment. I think that we are justified. 
in exercising· Yf'l'.Y dos.e superYis.ion of any 
increases that arc asked for in this YQT,E', 

esp-EK'iall3 r.hose c): us who are -s.ugar-gro"\vers. 
In regard to the sp-ef'ch of the hon. member 
for ::\1ackaY. I ma·,- sav that he and I are 
in perfect 'aecorcl lll regard to the demand 
rhat a higher price should be allo\ved for 
sugar in order to defray the preEent cost of 
production. Later on, 1.vhen we con1e to the 
agriculturists' side of the question, \Yhen Wf) 

are dealing with rhe experimental bureau, I 
shall have .-omething more to say about ·it. 
There is one staten1Pnt whieh the hon. men1·· 
her for :Ylackav mad€' which is not in accor­
da.n~ with facts, and r.hat is regarding the 
margin whic·h exist.s between the price paid 
for raw SUbar to-day and the price recpived 
by the Federal Governnwnt. 'The hon. mem­
ber savs that there is a difference of £3 17s. 
per ton to he accounted for. The Quef'nslancl 
members in r.he Federal House take a great 
interest in this matt-er. and Y!r. :Ylackay. the 
hon. member for Lillev. asked a series of 
question~ in rhe, fious~ of Representativt'::. 
in Jmw. 1918. 'This will be found in Xo. 33. 
Commonweairh ·' Hansard" for 1918. Thfl 
following are ?1-ir. .Mackay's questions 
addressed to Mr. :Y1aseey Greene. the Minist<'r 
for Trade and Custon1s, and the l\1inister's, 
r-eplies:-

" !. How is the difference between thfl 
price· cf refine-d sugar at .£29 5s. per ton 
<<JJd the price of raw sugar at .£21 per 
t(JH accounted for? 

"2. ·what was the estimated surplus 
d sugar on hand a~ 30th March, 1918? 

·' 3. Is the cost of sugar destroyed by 
the rec-ent cyclone in North Qqeensland 
t.o be a. charge on the consolidated' 
1·evenue or the sugar fund? 

"l\h. GREEl'iE: The answers to the 
bon. :men1berls questions are as fo]­
Jows:-

"' l.. The difference be-tween the price 
c•f £2.1 per ton pa:icl fo1.r. ra 1.v sugar 94 
net titre and the price of £29 5s. pe:r 
ton charged icr 1A r-efined sugar, ~he 
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fi~·urf'3 ''"ill :3how -approxi-
Position. l_\ ~ugar is sold 

at £29 5s .. and in Melbourne 
6d. per ton. There are also 

vther Yarieties of ~ugar and goldeTI 
syrup and treacle-

The 2TO>S proceeds re<:eiYecl 
for -the refined products of 
i ton of raw sugar· melted 
~~ Yerage~ 

Less discounts on sa1e:3, ·which 
aYerage 

the net arnount 
i> not o-£:29 5s., but 

':::£1c ra"\Y sugar js purchased 
at 94 ::'\.T., but a;-erages 
96.32 ::'\.T .. which. at £18 
per ton for 94 ::'\. T .. equals 

T,·, this must be added the 
shipping charge·, freight 

n the r<-tW sugar, harbour 
r1ue~. exchange. insurance, 
5ac-k~. landing, wharfage 

Rc_.fin:ing- chargeE, C.S.R. Cmn­
pany 

Seiiing charges, C. S.R. Cam-

for 5eryices of 
Company 

Difference benwen .£26 12.s. 
2tl. and .£23 4s. lld. 

D\uplus per ton at 96.32 ::'\. T. 

-n;~ich is equal to for 94 ::'\.T. 
Additional price for raw 

mgar this ;-ear. .£21 per 
Ton, former!~ £18 

£ s. c?. 

27 12 

Q 19 --
26 :2 2 

18 8 

1 l3 ..:..·J 

:s 2 

D 7 

0 ·~ 

£23 
_, 
"" 

3 I 3 

3 ' 3 

3 5 7 

3 

L£aYing an apparent balance of 5s. 7d. 
plr' ton to 1neer intere~t on cost of ~uga r 
(:::.;urplu!'i), e·stinlated at 80,000 tons; 
·depreciation in strength of sugar in stock; 

-ar risk insurance; insurance on rav.' 
sugar in store; increa:3ed freigh~ on 
• efined mgar; extra costs caused by 
'trikes. It is estimated that more than 
5o .. 7d. per ton ,,-ill be required to meet 
-the aboYe items. 

"2. About 80,000 tons. 
.. 3. On the consolidat<'d reYenue at 

fll'E'":E'llt.'' 

So that. accounts for the difference in the 
two prices. ~\t one rin1e·. when suga!~ was 
£18 per ton. thev accumulated a profit of 
£500,000, but they ga;-e it back to the 
growers \Yhen they increased the price .to 
£21 a ton. I know the grmYers complained 
0YC'l' and OYer a[!ain about the• price paid 
;n 1918. :\1r. :YicGowan, who is a supporte1· 
of the party opposite .. wrote to n1e. and he 
supponecl my then act10n. I ha ,.e a letter 
\Yhich I can quote, and I a111 authonsed to 
give the name of the writer to be·ar om 
~'·hat I haYe said. I might read a resolu­
tion \vhich '"a~ passed at the annual confer­
''nce of the united canegrowers held in Bris­
bane yeste·Tday. It says here-

" The association decided to suppc:·t 
"'W Proserpine deputation regarding the 
aOoliri0n of unio!l control in t~at 
•dLStnct. 

1920-9:-;: 

:\1 Y :·t-nL' ~·k3 tc1-day require no further justi­
ilcarion :ha.n that. resolution passed by the 
united c.tnC'f!.TO'\\'Cl'S yesterday. I have· a. 
1t·ttt>r Proserpinc. clatt'd 13th Cht :).::~ 
last, '' I would like to read to the 
Ccll'LJininee. It is as follows:~ 

~ORTHER:\ ::'\ATIO:\AL POLITICAL ~C:\IO:\, 
l'RO,ERPEE BRA:\CH. 

" 1-3th October, 1919. 

E. B. S,;-ayne, :'ILL.--\., 

"Parl1am.ent llouse, Brisbane. 
"}ionourab1e and Dear Sir,-l_-our 

~· .. ner of rhc 3rc1 instant, covering ques­
:ion, asked for you in the Assembly 
relatiYe to Proserpine :Yiill employees 
.eing put in Xo. I district by the GenerL1 

::\hmq:ier, Central :'11ills, \Yas read at the 
bran<:h rneeting on 11th instant, ·when I 
1V.ts 1ns.tructeCl to '\Yrite you fullest 
nlionnation. 

" ThE> histo!"Y of this super-arbitration 
acr datb3 fron~ la13t sea:3on when, on the 
~:dvlee of the General }lanager, the 1niH 
'\Vorkers \YCre p.aid ~o. 1 district rate.:;:. 
P~evious to the pre . .;;l•nt crushing season 
chc·e 1ws t}een continuous run1ours to the 
effecr. that industrial trouble \vould be 
.:Jelioerately hatched by tho lords oi 
c-reation. To this end the chief enginee1· 
.... ud "E•veral other cn1ployee-s were n1arked 

rhl:' Aw:;tralian '\Yorkers' 1Jnion for 
~·c1lO\'aL but. fortunately. so far, they 

unsueccssful. ThB idea then 
to them to turn in the direction 

QTOWt>l·. }Ir. J. IIinschen 'vas 
~he 1.:!'Ef ~ victinl of t.he lJlot. His cutters 

l'l'(- rcti{l d'<Yarcl rates. the cane averag-
"n OV(•" 15 tons per acre and standing 

l. Tllt-Y a::..kfld for an increase to 
:-t llc>\Y c•f r1)enl Inakjng a n1inin1un1 o£ 
25s. per day: they were then making 3s 
·:,~:.-r hour. ~lr. 1Iin~qhen refusod to 

award. and 'vhen his cane 
at the derrick to be unloaded 

o men n'fus{~d to lift the load. 
rnanager ordered thcn1 to do so, but 

:i•c"· refused point blank. The union 
u1d not con1n1it itself in any \Vay_ 

"'\h. Hinsdwn inYited the union to sub­
}nit the z a8e to arbitration and he \Vould 
Rhid'- uv the derision. The cutters 
refused i.o lcaYE' the paddock and leave 
o:~t}J~!"s in to cut. Thus Yir. Hin&ehen 
'\V as !orcecL l:n· direct action, to concede 
c,helll "nothcr. 3d. per ton under protest. 
The men at the dE'rrick are still there. 
In :;nion ("ircles this case was regarded 
i•f> ; .. :nighty triu1nph for direct action, 
and, thenfore. the union decided to put 
• h0 0eid on all the growers, by request-
;,.,g cutters be paid :\To. 1 district 
:.·are:~ A conference '\Vas arranged 

executi;-e of the Australian 
\Yorkers' l.:nion and the growers' board 
n£ management on the 13th September, 
v~·hic}·~ resnlred in the board promising to 
ra 11 a. general 1necting of growers to dis­
c-uc.; the proposal. and if carried to mak'l 
;, rc·n·ospectiYe to the 13th September. 
The general n1(·eting '\Yas fixed for the 
27t•h Se~•re111ber. At this meeting about 
'?ight.y-two growers ·were present. I 
.:'.l}(\"('·d-

That this .spr cial 1neeting, representa­
of Proserpine canegro\vers, is of 

OiJinion thar. under the terms of 
+he Mci.:awiey sugar-workers award of 
2919. s-:.:.ga:::--1vorkf•rs haYe cYery protec­
t:ivn gt.}n~t :.i.nscrupulous employers 

Mr. Swayne.l 
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and also are a"\varde-d u. f.a~T e0Jnonlle 
value for their labour. Therefore, ancl 
having regard to growers' right to _live 
in reasonable cornfort, gro1vers Lere 
as"emhl"d pledge themselves ore th,•il' 
WOl'd of honour that they will loyally 
abide be the Mc·Cdwlev award l!ll~il 
<tll the · proYisions of tlu• award :tn· 
honesth exhausted in the settlement of 
any diSpute that nllght u:·be !: .. v::-tY\"('2~~ 
worker and gro\ver. 

'To which an anH~ndrnenr 
H. W. Holme6. seconded 
Grosskreutz-

rnoved b:· 
F. \V 

That on a('count of the genera 
manager pa~·ing thP IniH dnploy~r·-; 
No. 1 district rate:::. we have no option 
but pay cutters No. 1 district rdtes also 
"The amendment W<lS earned bv forty-

nine to thirtv-three. B"' ftftv-tive to 
sixteen it was ~further dertd,·d. t~) ~uhn1~t 
the question- viz., 

That Prosnpine 
make Ko. 1 district 
for this season-

to a postal bailor. 

agret• t;o 
standard 

"On Sunday, 28th Se;:;ternl>t·r. th,::: .....\;;::­
tralian "-..,..orke1:s' 'Cnion' held their rnf'et­
ing, an-d 'vhen they wen! notified that the 
result of the growers' ballot \V m!d. not 
bo kno,vn under a. fortnight. by about 
150 to 10. thev to ~triLt~. <.tEd 
·bhus applied the of dir2et action to 
p·ain their point. ~t\nothei: nH."'CtlllJ.' ot 
growers was held. vrhi{'~ di- .:ideJ~ to 
rescind the 1notion l'L)gard1ng tht t,u~f 
ballot. paY the cutter~ No. l distrit" 
rates, and~ 1nakP it t.o tit{ 
beginning of this seasan. g_rowe~;;: 
again took up the line of lL,st res!>tanc" 
vvhen thcv 1nado such an unconditional 
surrender~ It .e.ppoared such a 1niserablP 
exhibition of we 'kness that thPir 
addreF-secl t.hen1sehrp-; to union at 
the mill and speedily· manufactured 
trouble in the sugar-room. Alas' tho:,·· 
cherished hopes of the ;;er.eral rrtanagpr 
for industrial nca-c0 and c•c·_,nornic -:~.-ork 
ing of the mill ' Another strike 
which the Australian \Vorkf;l"i. 
terrncd a lorkout. because the 
still assume~d he v:as manah-cr 
mill. Usuallv. five men ar · in 
the sugar-roOn1 lollding sugar rail-
way ·v1agons. \.Vhen the:,.· ar st:acking 
sugar ten is the cornplen1• nt o£ rnen 
requjre-d. T,he chmnjst ordered the five 
men to load sugar, wher: the:· a,ted they 
wouldn't touch it until they got live 
more h<inds and then e;at down. The 
chemist went on hi" other duties and 
returned after t\VO hours 1 and foup;l 
thmn still jn their favourite 'pose'-­
sitting ~do,Yn. Th~: chcrnist irnrneJiatol.v 
told them to get their time and. of 
course, the~· 1-vere tlwn thP. injured 
jnnocents_ ::\ight shift up Surt-
dav, 5th ineUtnt. and to 1Yor' m 
th8 sugar-roon1: day shift, Monda~T rnorn­
ing, 6th instant. also refLrsed to go into 
the sugar-room until tho .discharged. mer: 
vvere r0instatcd, "'shich the :::nanager 
fnmly refused to do. 

" Those f.arn1crs 
the 6th instant met 
pliment the 
against union 
;,yirc for the Trcasur·er anr' 
Ivfanager, .asking--

In the event of the unJor: cehu,ing t~) 

fjlh·. Sway•''' 

c:_EL "to v;..:ork to-d. a 5th 1 n6tant. 
;,.-::·tJuld ~rov\,'trs bt: allowed to rnan the 
"'ill with protection for thel"lli!elves <tnd: 
ln:-·a1 unionists frorn intin1idation '? 
.. Also Dne to Colli:ns requesting him to 

:.LO~ his influence in this direction. Collin.; 
did not replY. General Manager replied 
~.Ir. Theodo"re would reply. TheodO!"c' 

Position ac Proaerpine- s.enous. 
Matter under consideration. 
'· Gro;,.,_ 0rs' nF:-eting on the· 7th instan~ 

~ahelleri. the T:t'a . .,urer's repl,Y pur;-_, 
~::·vas1on. and drafte-d another wire asldn;..:; 
the Treasurr·r for "18. definite "1res or No-, 
t') l\-IonJav'.~ wire. He has not yet­
~·erdied. ~Gr-~.:nvers then discus>ed way:' 
and rneans along- constitutional linf'-::i, 
\vhioh n~sulted in- a f'onference of thP 
rnanagPr and clH-··tni~t. ~\..u:.tralian \Y,n·k::-~rA' 
l-niun !'t?-!Jresentatl\····~. and president and 
~··cretal:.v- of the Farnlet·~'~ .AssDciation. 

rr..'presentatiVt;'~ l'<"POrtPd that fror." 
tran~pii'\"1_i at · conf2n•nee thPv 

,;,·t•n:' corn·incPd. the- ;;,ic1r· of the diF-
nutP \~;a.;; correc:-· IIo;vl)'i:t-r. ar th-M 
{_,,)nft_..renf'e. the manag-er inti1na ted hf-' \Ya . ..., 
pr ·p'lred ro ·ein~tate the nwn and that 
when thP.v \YC're -"tacking ~ugar fiv,..:. 

would bP -3Uppli·--d. {Tht<:+• \V<-'l'~: 
frdn.J.- Brisbane. i TiH' union 

for lrJe-t tintt~ for tht" tv\·o ::;;hih...: 
tiw.t- turned up n ric The 111 'r :l '.Z't-_'l' 

Tbat we n;,)LUll(· 'A--ol'k providing ti:te 

eierk of petty ~Sessions is. prepared 
draw his ~upply of labour through 
Australian. \Vod\:Pl'_,,' lTnton offic,_' n.t 
Proserpine. 
"Thr• lo( al {]erk of ~1ett.v ses3.:.on:;: 

im,t,antlv v1·in.Jl the ubove to his supen~~ 
<)fficer. and receiYcd a reply On the morn; 

of thr· 8th inst,Jnt. grantin<J the 
dem;;nd~. 

'' Theorctic::dh· GovernnlPll.t cot> 
trois th<• mill ·for growers to safe. 

the taxpayPrs; but with LaboLH" 
office the mill i, simply a vote trap. 

'Nith them might i' still right, and the 
;;rowor3' best interests are sacrificed by 
,.;;per-ies of c )rruption unv',oorthy our Cor.­
_;,t.itution and a di:-~racp to the flag under 
\Vhieh we live. :rv1'"· union greatly 
, ppreci ne your efforts on behalf of 
Proherpine grov.-E'l'i3 (,-·c tre practically 
~J..i~franrhise•-l). and iiS gr.J.tefu'l for thL' 
publicity ;vour question?< give to our n10s'!: 
~llwnviable po"ition.. a~ serfs in the• 
hands of a c:--dlous and spurious fon11 of 
,1nionism their f'I(•atures ,)n tht-__1 
'Trf:- asur·~-

l'e,;eipt. 
'· Yours faithfully. 

'·FRANK FERGlJ:SO~, Secretar 
·· P.S.-\Vork con11ncnced on Thursday, 

instant, and thPy arc still \vorking. 
.F." 

Mr CoLLINS Who .'s it signed by? 
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3WAYXE: By :VIr. Ferguson. I have 
authority to give these natnes~ and I con· 

tend that the position of the 
r::.3: '),]11.] growers must be very bad indeed 
- \Yhen thev haYe to go to a men1· 

outside their c\..-n district- to take on 
their case. It has occurred more than once 
tl< the ::\"orth. and the eorre.,.pondenc.e qnite 
L.-_- d'5 out ,yhat I lul\·e :;;aid us to the sJ.crifice 
of the growers' inrerests. 

:Ylr. CoLLil'iS: Can you prove that I 
L .·ein•d that wire? 

Mr. SWAY:\"E: I am a grower myself, 
and there is not a vear that I am not 
WOrking in the fields itmongst lTIY bane and 
ha Y0 the plough in 1ny hands, so it is only 
right that I should have a good deal of 
s.vmpathy with the growers when they ca.nnot 
g· _•t justice frmn their ov;rn representatives. 

Mr. S:YIITH: When I was speaking 
c·ctrliet· this afternoon I referred to the 
various price~ that the Commonwealth GD­
v,_rnrnenr g£'t for Queensland ra'v sugaP, 
and the refined article. Since then the mem· 
l"Pr for Mirani has given a tabulated list 
of figur ,~ explaining the various charges. 
I was q noting from a. debate in the Senate 
,n tbc• Commercial Activities Bill in which 
Senator Rubscll, J.Vlinister in charge of that 
rueasure. gaYe the tigures referred ...... to. But. 
''~, .'L~pting for the 1non1ent that the figures 
g·i ven b•.- the hon. rnember for J\1irani are 

'that does not alter the situation one 
It appears from his statement that the 

Colo11ial Sugar Refining Company and other 
interest·A, concerned are being better paid 

than I thought they were. vVe all 
that with regar·d to refining there are 

large quantities of by-products" such as syrup" 
cte .. which are sold at ,.".ve-ry good profit. In 
~ddition. the shipping charges are ..-cry high. 
In that connection. I may say, at the request 
of the shipping companies the Commonwealth 
Govcrnn1ent readily agreed to increase the 
;,hipping c:harge. "-hich mad0 the freight 
<·harges. partieulrrrly for sugar from Bunda· 
bno, to Melb•mrne. much higher than from 
thP Islands to Melbourne. thereby showinl! 
!1rwther disadvantage to Queensland people: 
ThPn therE is a rnanaging charge of £1 per 
ton. The hon. member for .Mirani gave " 
cahnlatcd list of the various cha.rges) giving 
:£29 7s. 6cl. Amongst other things. there are 
c·.hipping charges. refining. Sf'lling 7s .. and the' 
Colonial Sugar Refining Cc,mp ~ny·s n1anag­
in_; charge of £1 per ton. \Ye know that thP 
Adelaide Comr,any handle most of the sugar. 

nd thev are sa.id tO be- reallv o'>VnBd 
b57 the , Colonial Sugar RefiniTig Coln­
r anv. They. therefore, get profits out of 
~hat_ There are refining profits, a.nd syrup, 
and so on. and they are doing very well. 
In addition to that they got a managing 
charge of £1 per ton. \Vhen we recognise 
that since this Commonwealth purchase has 
l:wen in operation the cornpany has handled 
i,.,150.000 tons of sugar. it shows that this 
{ --:nnpany have n1ado a. hug.e profit in three 
.: ears. However, that is the position as it 

and it shows that there is room for 
of the whole position in the 
the Queensland sug.ar-grower. 
have conditions which would 

the industrv to extend to such an 
in Queenelar!d that there would be no 

of in1pol'ting any sugar at all from 
~1aurit1us, or any otber place 1-vhere 

,~uga1· is gro1vn by coloured labour. \f\Te, 
:m side, stand for Australian industry-

Austra!iCLn policy. and that policy 

i:-: depr~ndc.:.1t upon thE.· ,sugar indu3tr:v~ -:·on· 
sequently there is a necessity for t'stablish1ng 
condition, which will enable those things t' 
b., done. I notic-e that the hon. member for 
1\'lirani had nothin~ to ~ay about the posi­
tion taken U'l b" the Commonwealth. As I 
pointed uut. • they p~id a higher pric.; for 

i1nported ~ugar tn the Colonial Sugar Refining 
C'olllpany_ >Yiw >Yere the. Yendors .. than they 
were prepared to pay for the Queensland 
pro-duct. I;, he prepared to justify such a 
state of affairs. particularly as sugar i.-:; 
grown under conditions which have caused 
a Presbvterian missionarv to v.rrite 1a book 
exposing the whole cond{tions, and the Go­
Yernment of India are prohibiting any 
further labour from India going to these 
plantations? \Ye. therefore. say that that 
pro•·ides ample evidence in support of a 
good case for growing as nniCh sugar ,;:tg 
nossible in OuePn~land to n1PPt An~tralia'~ 
i_.equiren1ents.- (Hear .. hear!) - -

;y1r. S\YAY~E: Regarding thi, sugar' 
transaction. after alL the sum of 7s. as 
mentione-d b:c the hon. member. is not a 
.-ery great charge for handling. But what 
I ant to point out more particularly is the t 
no ~natter what the Yirtues. or rights or 
I.\Tongl3 cd tht· agret"rnenr llld 'P. lr 
mad>'~ bv this Go.-ernment with the Com· 
monweaith. and I do not think the condi­
tions lH11:e altered vcrv 1nuch since it was 
hrst rnadl'. \\-e did no't- hear at fir~t of at>-Y 

protest being made against the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company being allowed to 
have a r-ut out of ir. and. in fact. I think I 
hcn-e heard '\~Ir. Rvan sav in later ve.ars, 
that he hae made th~ Comnionwealth G~vern~ 
went agTc>C to his tcnn:3. 

}Jr. KIRWAX: He never said that. 
}1r. S\YA YNE: The point is that the 

ae:Tt:·ement if' a Hltttual one het\veon 
Con1nwnwealth and tht_' GoYe_·nnt:"'nt 
Sta.rt); and I rake ir. if th;-::-n.· i~ _..., 
v:ro11g about it. the Govexnn1ent of this 
State are jm.t as much to blame as the Com­
mon .1 ea !rh Government. Another point I 
want to .make is that \vhen it first became 
a 1natter of Govenunent control I pointed 
out to the Treasurer that there was a great 
opportunitY for the mills. to test the possi· 
b1l1n· o£ turning out the ra\v sugar in ~ 
grocery forn1. It has been done in former 
year,. I asked this Government then to go 
into the matter and ascertain if it would be 
of anv advantage to market the sugar 
direct from the mills to th0 consumers, and 
so get past the refiner&. 'They did not do 

·this. and, apparently. they are. satisfied with 
the arrangement as it is, and evidently they 
do not think that anything· is to be gained 
by going outside the refinery. 

Mr. COLLINS: The hon. member for 
1\1iraJJi said that the agreement entered into 
bc•tween this Government and the Common· 
'.n:alth >vas mutual. and that there had been 
no protr,-.:t e:hteTed bv this 1Governtnent. That 
is entirely wrong. because if he looks up the 
correspondence he will find that the last 
tclegran1 sent -...vas by th<;> Treasurer, Mr. 
'Theodore. thc·n Acting Premier, and he 
entered a protest which said that owing to 
th~· fact that the n1ilh vvere crushing there 
IYa~ nothing else }pft do but sign the 
agreemenr. \\'"ill th(• rnember deny 
tbt? 

JYir. SwAY!\£: He could ha,-e held th•e 
sugar. 

belJeves 
I) I 
hon. 

Jfr. Coll1:ns.] 
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nnd \YCHI:d ;r~' -,in1 \'\ !-t~lt ;_h~__-,ur rhc 
;;;,howu bv- rhe rr~i1lovr~1u·s in this 

St.atf• ·: There js r;ot ?. word said about that. 
\Vhar. about the ho:?t.ility ~hown by the 
Colo:nitd Sugar Rt-hni!1g Con1pany's Ho!ne-
i-)ut:L :=\li1l. i1~ eonnecic~n with l1i~ own oSU~ar­

\Yhiif al:•out the :::-an1£· c:o1npany at 
\-icroria. Go:_•ncli. a 1nl Hamb1e-don '? 

-word al10Ut >;1c-n1. I--fc_. 1~ not conc·ernccl 
the Colonial Sug·ar R{·finin~ C'mnpeny, 

he read ont thi~ afternoon from 
l\1ns.sl 'l Greene \Ye re. to all intents and pur­
noeE's. ·a defence of the Colonial Sugar Refin­
;:_.._g Company. of ·whon1 the hcll1. rnen1bee 
:~ tho !;reate~r a·dYoeate in thi:3 HonRt1 • T_he 
Couunonw.._ ~ilth GoYt·rnn1c·ut and the Colonial 
Sagar R.c-fining Con1pany ~re c~ne and rJ:e 
_.:anrlE'. Anvonc in ~-\u&rraha "110 uses lu:; 
;hinkillE; fa~culties knov;s that. Then~ again, 
he n1adC reference to a gentlen1an at Proser­
nine nan1e.d Ferguson. who wrote hin1 a very~ 
1or..g letter-a kind of historical letter. I 
~hould say-reviewing the history of tl:e 
1?n,3erpinc ).filL in which he said a eerta1n 
c:c1l'granl was sent to "Collins .. , How does 
the hon. member know Collins received that 
h'1f'~Tanl? If I renletnber correctly, he \vas 
}aid 0n a sick bed for three weeks about 
t~wr r.in1e. I have no rer--ollection of having 
n:~('eived anything that wn~ not handed to 
the Treae.nrer or 1·eplied to. I kno\v the 
t:VflC' of n1an ~1r. Ferguson i~ .. He is on~ of 
't.he leaders of the Tory party 111 Proserp111e. 
I (~ou1d quite understand hin1. in an nnder­
}1and kind of waY. instead of con1ing out and 
acting the part· of a m~n. writing to th<; 

. n1e1nher for ~1ir~'·ni, knowing that 1t 
is anv dirtv 1.vork to be done. the 

n1en1bc-l: for ~lirani is the n:tan t.a do 
~!. The hon. n1ember is •vekome to the 
E-U~Jport of ~fr. F l'rguson.. He does ?-ot sui?­
rurt me. H'~ is orposed to anythmg this 
i:+ovPrnment might do. \Ye couicl not do 
:right,. a.rcording to ::.vir. Ferguson. At any 
r.:t:c. the hon. nwmber got the hon. member 

Bulin1ba to moYe a reduction of £1 in 
vote so that he would have an oppor­

tunity of replying to r.he- ".tat1 ·m.entR I haYe 
rnade. V\-e have listened to the reply, and 
] arn sure it. rnusr be ;o-drnitted he rnade a 
Vf'f)l weak one. 

Arnendn1ent put and l1egat-iYed. 

Original question put a.nd passeJ. 

At ten n1inutes befo:re 6 0 'clock p.n1., 

1"he CHAIR'Li\:-\ !'(·~urn-=.···_l ~ht.' chair. 

On the motion o£ the PRE::VIIER, ti1'? 
"Harbour·s and RiverF. £103.986 ., 
" Stean1er · Alling:: ' Chartf-'l' Accou:nt, 
£:34!000" were I-;Ut a: p.~s.e:ed. 

PROVISIO::\ FO:E :L~CF.EASE~. 

The' PREMIER: I beg to rnoye~That 
£13,500 be granted fm· " Provision for 
increasc..3 to salarie~, of General and Profes­
"ional Officers in all <lepartn;ents. and to 
ernp]oyees of the State Enterprjses.'' 

Mr. FRY: I woukl like to know whether 
men who have not qualified have been 
appoint,ed to the ranks of the professional 
officers of the Health Department, while 
qualified men are waiting for appointments. 
I understand there has been a bre&eh of 
faith on the part of the Government in 
appointino: a gentleman who has not the 
qualificrrtions, or any portion of them, for 
t1H~~ jCJb whjle qna1ified men are w2-iti:ng. I 
L::'1der~·tood th1:1~, i~-1 i~'.r:!!fG-~'tant det (~rtr:ner.:.t 

[Mr, Collins. 

The HmiE SECRETARY : There wa; 
dlill_ointed ,to a position_ rcc\uiring- c~. 
11Jnll \YlJO 11a:-::. llUt lJHS~Pd Tl1L" l'XfillllllC.tH ~ 

::\lr. FRY: \Yill the l10n. i"Cntlen;an 
:1o n1an v~-as appointed a ftC'r th::: 
exan1ination who did not ha Ye his diploma'? 

The HmrE :3ECRETAR1: I sav nobodr 
been appointed to a position requiring . 
tication~ \Yithout pa;.;.~ing: dH 

:\Ir. FRY: \\-as anv relative of the hon. 
nwmbcr for Bnrrum appointed to the depart­
!1lent. and had he a diplon1a. when he '~""·~~s 
avpointed '? 

The HmiE SECRETARY: It 1s not n"'"P""'"' 
He> \Yas not appointed to a 
position. 

::\Ir. FRY: He is an as.3isting inspectOr? 
The HmiE SECRETARY : The position does 

not require professional qualifications. 

::\Ir. FRY : IV hen 'ou send our a man i:o 
clo important work· he should have that 
diplon1a. Ho\vevt'r. I an1 not going to push 
tbe rnatter. I wanted to find out ii thci 
\YPl'C' the case. and the particulars of io::. 

Question put and pa."ccl. 

DEPARL\IEXT OF PLBLIC LAXDS. 

C:E:-;TRAL RABBIT BOARD Ft;C\D. 

Tlw PRE::\1IER : I beg to m.oYe~That 
£10.000 be .<2:rantecl for ''Central Rabbit 
Board Fund.' 

:\Ir. Gr:'\:'\: I notice eYery vear we hav£ 
the same an1ount. SurelY. it ~n1Ust fluctuate! 
I do not beiieYe in this' ,·ore. I think vou 
could do better without it. I \Yould fike 
to ha"'(: son1c cxpla.nation as to hc-,v it :.s 
being expended. 

The PRE<iiER: It is fixed by the Act pa~d 
b.'- your Government. 

c:uc~tion pur and pas.sed. 

\\~ARREGO RABBIT DISTRICT Il"XD. 

<1n ;,.he motion of the PREMIER, the 
f: :£4.9C·O >Yd.;;, 7Tanted for ·• \Yarrego 
Di':t::i(·t Fund. 

"7)YPAR'I3<IEXT oF AGRIClTTrRE AXD Sroo:. 
DI:;,EASES IX STOCK A:\D BRA::\DS ACTS. 

On t.he rnotion of the PRElVIIER .. the ~; r:1 

£46,309 -,,·a.s gra.nred for '" Disea~es 1D 

S7t:r k nd Brands Acts." 

;::.:;:•,~E SIOC:K: AXD :\fEAT EXPORT ACT. 

The PREMIER: I beg to mO\~~.!.h&t 
£690 ~Je ~ranted for ~. Live Stock and I\.1eat 
Export _.fct..:' 

::VIr. GU:'\:\f: I thought the inspection in 
conEection wit.h the export of meat ~\vas 
done b.v the Commonwealth Government now. 
I ~f:-P there are two inspecto:!'s do\vn here at 
£220 a vear each. and the estimated receintB 
arto £650. \\-hat are the reL>2ipts ior? _.. 

The PREMIER: I hav<' ascertained thc.t 
::he two gentlernen who oecupy these posi~ 
c:ions a.re :lh .. Josr and Mr. Riordan, the 
iormer having been appointed in 1914 and 
•he latter in 1915. These inspectors are c~n 
duty at bacon and han1 factoriee un}y. 

:Questjon :r-r·~t and pas~ed. 



Supp!:;. 

R:!:G~L\TIOX OF SrG.\R~C\;\E PBICE"S ,i_C'T. 

Ti- PRE2>1IER: I beg to m·we-Ti1at 
~14.275 n•• granted for .; Reqularion of 
5::-u.:!.i:: C JPf~· Pri{·1 ~ Act.,. -

~Ir. :3\Y~-\.Y2\E: .:\"ow we ha..-e con1e to rhu 
Prices Board Yote. (Laughter.} Son10 
ago. ·when tlu: ne-w agrf'Clllent .-irh 

C'on:rnonwenlth Go\·ernment ''a.:; fore­
. I a~ked the Trea~ur('r if he \YOuld 

E-X('rf'tse all care that. in the n1akin2: Df that 
agreernent. hi-:; hands wen: not tie{i ln anY 
\V 1·egarding- nece<5sary a.nJendnH•nt.:;. of die 
Ac". 

Thf' ;-:..L. RET.\.RY FOR _.l.GRTCTLTrRr: Jn \Yhat 
c·rinr1 ·: 

J'llr. S\YA Y::\E: For llbtancc. in re:tard 

: Yon are 

!1l'·· S\YAY::\E: \Yhat all ahsurd thin 
t~j . :tY. I haY2. ahYays ~tood for the pri1~ 
Clp1e3 lnYo1Yt·d 1n thi" Art. I \Vant to ~L'l' 

_-\er and fair pla, betv<.·ecn 
Snch "\Yould nor b'e the ea .;;.e 
\YCre as the hon. g-t-'ntlen1an 

tr; out j t is. I-Ie nn~'3t 
that rhar >sonlcl llwk~_, the Act 
I,. ~hould be the very last to desire an"~:thiu~ 
ot rhar ~,incl. I n1ay ~.1~~ rhc1·e i':S -; :ae5 ir~--
-D:l the pal't of hnh rh.~t a!l'r<:'l'-
nH.•nr:::. should Le 1nad0 longer rc·nn~ ~than 
the prc:;:eut ::nnnd are n1adl-- fol'. Tho'Se 
agreen1rnrs ~honld be 3-ubj0ct tu the approval 
of the board. 

(Sittinrt susptnd£d .fro:· D p.m. f,_, ;- 2J.m.) 

:\1r. COLLI::\S (Bowen): We all know that 
tht> benefit~ de·riYr•d fron1 the Regulation of 
i'3ugar Cane Price~ Act have been of Inuch 
as2-i.stanc~" to !h~ sugar-grower~ of Queen.-3-
l~nd. T!1roug11 th(-· passage of that h-·gi~l'l­
t!O,l. about £LOOO.OOO haye gone into the 
pockPt~ of the~ sugar-growers, which. if the 
Act had not been passed, would haYe o·one 
intc• the pockets of the n1illowncr:-. ~The 
l:o11. Jl1£>l11ber for ::Vlirani n1ade reference to 
ti1e battle bc·hYP~n the Commomvealth and 
th.:• State GoYernn1ents. I want to read the 
te!egran1 ~ent by ::\'h·. Theodore. then Actino­
Pternier. in conn0etion vvith the a2"reen1ent 
quote-cl on page 8 of the return- -

·: Re propos.c'd sll;gar agreeinent: VYe 
are compelled to accept conditions vou 
J:aw !~id down. although ·we reg-ard 
so_rne ot then1 as grossly unfair. You 
Hrpulate that we n1ust not. during cnr­
T;?llC.Y of agreernent, allo'\Y any altera­
tion. enlargernent, or extension of anv 
sugar-rnill_ s? as t? increase· its capacity·= 
that. condn10n will have effect of pre­
Yentmg a. number of millowners from 
increasing· efficiency of thPir rnillB. and 
t~us preYent them from being in a posi­
tion to pay as h1gh a price for c-ane as 
other more highly-improved mills. You 
further stir:mlate that you will not allow 
any alterat10n of Sugar Cane· Prices Act 
du!.·ing currency of agreement; bv this 
emb~rg-o you will prevent Queensland 
Pa.rhament from making effective cane 
price le·gislation which was designe-d to 
protect growers from exploitation at 
hand~ of proprietary millers; the Act at 
prese_nt rpquires . an1endn1ent to prevent 
certa;ro brge millers from evading- its 
:prvvlslo~:s, Hov:eve·r. the n1ilb are cl·ush~ 
Lng. anod sugar n1uB~ be disposOO of. 8) 
-we have no a.lternative. a.nd tnust accept 

VOU:!' \(':C'l11": bur I unzc- you tc glV0 

V further consideration- t-o tflt,'3e in1portar:t 
n1atter~. The agr,_:~en)?.Ht, v:ith alteTation.:: 
giving a ppe,il iton1 refiner~ n1anager a~ 
a~l'd~d to by ~-on. ;sill be .;;.igned '.1-::ld 
returne-d to VJJU ftJl'fhl,·irh. and 
proclan1atio1{s will be isst1e-d at a.n 
date,.·· 

You ,,-ill notice there that -,ye \vere· pro­
hibitPcl. a~ a State. fron1 an1ending t-h~ 
Regulation of Sugar Cane Prices .._-\et. I have 
}H~ard the hon. n1erubPr for J.Iirsni and other· 
hon. n1c--n1ber~ talking a grc·at deal about. 
iHcroa:::ed production. This is a portion of 
the agrecn1ent \Yhich, to all iutent3 an<i 
purpost.:.;;._ bloc\:: increased prvductior:~ 

::The Queen~laP-d GoyPnnncnt 'vill not 
duriu~r thP said seasons of 1918 ar"d 1919-

~, (1.) Erccr or as:;:ist in or enrourag::· 
the crrcrion of anY lle·w 1nilJ fer' ti~e 
trcannenr and HHlntlincture of su~rar-Cd.E·~ 
into su~:ar: n!' 

': iii.l Rcn1ovc or a3si:.:.t in or encourag·~ 
thP oi any 3l~gar-n1ill frorn {::.~ 

; or 
.: (iii.) ~-1-lter. enlarge. or extc·nd. or 

as~ist. 111 {)J' encourag·c the alteration. 
E'rllarg0lllPnt. or exten~ion of ;;.ny sugar­
rnill so .:1'i to lnc:·ea-...t:> its pre:::.\:nt ...:rn:3hing­
capacity.·· 

::\Ir. BEBR!':GIOX : You know the re·ason fm, 
that. 

::\Ir. COLLI::\S: Of com-Ee. know me 
reaso11. The Colonial Sugar Refining CorT.­
pan~ werp behind this agreernent. 

::\Ir. BEBBIXGIOX : Bce:ansc you could 
sell sugar produced in Qupeil;;;.land 
Australia. 

:\Ir. COLLI::\S: 
"3. The 

and the 
agrer-

C'omn1onwl?alth GoYernn1e:.;_~ 
S'tate Government n1utually 

" (") That neither Government will, 
until this agreen1cnt has been fully per­
fornled and the refined sugar resultin1 
fron1 the refining of l'aw sugar delivered 
nnder this agrcen1ent has been fully di,­
posed of by the Commonwealth-

(i.) Take or sanction anv executiv._: 
or udn1ini~trati..-e action; o~· 

(ii_) Introduce_ support, assist, or 
encourage any propo~ed legislation­

which "\\"Otdd bave or bP likt..·h- to h'-n-,_ 
thr· L•ffect of a1tt>ring (ut her~\ i~{_· than 
as sPt forth in this agT::_'v,nent)-

(i.) TlH' conditions exi;;ting on t!l,-: 
fourteenth dav of ::Vlav, onL' fl1onsand 
nine hundred 'and {-'ig:h.h'E'n; or 

(ii_) The legal right, ancl obliga­
tions of sugar-can0 gTO\\-c1':- and sugo ~·­
tnill ownL'TS on that dat•-

in connection with the growing, se•lling, 
purchasing. and supplying of sugar-cane 
and the treatment and manufacture of 
sugar-cane into raw sqgar: Provided, 
however. that thiE clause shall not in 
anv eTent re1nain in force after the­
thirtieth day of September, 1920.'' 

'l'hat is one of the reasons why I speak on 
this question. because, in n1y electorate~ in 
connection with the Kalamia Mill. and a[,., 
in thP Macka.y ele<:torate, in connection with 
the Farleig-h Mill. difficulties have arisen. 
and w.~ wifl have to deal with those difficul­
ties under the preeent Regulation of Sugar 
Cane Prices Act. Fnder this agreement w" 
ha.ve no t.''Jwc-- tv arne·nd or alter tb.at Act 

Mr. CoUin.<.: 
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'o_Inti1 &.ftrr :Septcn1ber rhi:3 yeur. It :is just 
a" well that r.i1e sugar-growers in 1ny elec­

should l~:r1cnv that, becau~e they sonJe­
~xpect too much from this Gove•rn­

ment. and in the far Xorth we are so far 
a\\a> from the seat of government that the 
people' there are inclined to blame the State 
Government instead of the Commonwealth 
Gm·crnment. The Commonwealth Govern­
l11E'!H i1npo~Pcl n ~trictions on the su_gar indus­
trc, blocking increased production. The 
pc-. •. ition at Kalamia is that the canegrowers 
there up ro the present moment do not know 
definitclv whether Kalamia ::vlill is going to 
·cruob o;· not. It did not crush last year, 
a.nd we had to put into ope·ration the Regu­
lation of Sugar Cane Prices Act to enable 
them ro g-et their cane crushed. I believe 
the <a me~ difficulty has arisen at Farleigh. 
I understand the manager has informed the 
supnlicrs that the compan~· will crush, pro­
Yide<l thev vvill accept a less rate per ton 
tha.n r::c ·Central Board award lays down, 
and n1ore t hall like}~, the C'on1pany that owns 
I~alamia \Yill 1nake a sirnilar offer. I(alainia 
i~ O'.'fnPd hY the _-\._ustralian Estates and 
}fortgage t;fnnpany. By their ac-tions in 
tht" p•~H thev- inflicted a heaYy loss on tJ1e 
growers at :Ka1a1nia in rny electorate. The 
hem member for :Vlirani knows that there 
has· be<'n an attC'lllpt to get outside the Act 
in connection with the mill at Homebush 
and el~C'\Yherc. It is just as \Veil for the 
people oi Queensland to know who are their 
friends, and to know what are the powers of 
this Government, so as to put the blame on 
the right shoulders-that is, the· Common­
wealth Government. 

:\lr. BEBBIXGTOX: I vvac1t tO point out 
rhat the hon. member for ::\lirani was one of 
the first members to advocate a Bill for the 
rc~ularion of sugar-cane prices. 

:\Ir. 1-\IRWA~: Xothing of the kind. 

I.lr. BEBBIXGTOX: Colonel Rankin and 
nn·self spent a vwek or twc, and the hon. 
lilt" m ber for :\lirani spent three or four weeks 
and 1nore than that. and a. cvnsiderable 
a mount of money in framing the Reg·ulation 
of Sugar Cane Prices Bill which was passed 
in this House. The Bill framed by the 
prC':O:cnt GoY~'TnlnPllt \Yas not exactly a copy 
c,f it. bur a L·opy in principle. 

Thl' SECRET.\RY FOR _-\.GRICULT'CRE: ), great 
inll'l'OYC'll1e:i1t. 

:\h. BEBBIXGTOX: The first attempt 
n1ade to iix price~ \\-as sorne years before 
t}w Hegalation of Sugar Cane Prices Bill was 
i11rroduecd. The hon. 111ember for .:Vlirani 
lJ(lt only had the honour of assisting to 

the first Rcgnlation of Sugar Cane Prices 
but he \Yas the largest sugar-grower 

hi~ t'1cctorate when he becan1e a 1nen1ber 
uf PariianH?IIt. H-e is a gTO\Yer, and his 
intcre~t:-;. haYe always been with the grower, 
a11d \Yhen there has been any attempt to get 
out,ide the Act, the hon. member has alwavs 
otood by the farmers and put his foot down 
in fayour of the Act being administered in 
the inteH'"b of the sugar-growers. The pre­
~t'llt GuYernnH)llt O\Ye a Q;'rcat deal to the hon. 
me1nber for }.Jirani fo._r .assisting then1 :in 
tlw administration of this :\et. At the time 
when a strike was on, and no boats \Yere 
p:·oing up north with .-;upplies for the sugar­
tnill~. and the sug-ar-Q.TO\Yers were in as bad 
a position a5 they- are in 110"\Y .• the ho11. U18ll1-

bcr for :\Iirani vYent down to ::\Ielbourne, 
he had no sooner landed in ~1elbourne 
rhe st:-~alnl•r:;; :Start(•d ranr11r;g, iGoYern· 

:rn(·l.t laughti!r. \ 

tlilr. Collins. 

_·H ten minutes pasi 7 o'clock p.m., 

}lr. KIRWA~, one of the Temporary C!,,oir­
men, relieYed the Chairman in the chair. 

:\h. S:VliTH : I de5ire to say something 
in connection with this v-ote, which is a 
maner of v-ital importance to the sug.ar­
nTo\\·ers of Queensland. Since the inceptlon 
~f this legislation, the growers have been 
placed in a better position than th<:v !1ave 
eyer be·en in hefo1·e. They were gTven a. 
tribunal on \Yhich theY had proper represer:­
tation, and a definite 'Yoice in the matter d 
fixing the price of th" commodity which 
they produce by their labour: Prior to. the 
.sugar cane prices boards. prices. 1.vere hxt--d 
b\~ the 1ni1l O\Yners at a rate satisfactory !O 
tiwmseh·es. One onlv- neede to look up t.be 
eYidence rriyeu befon; the Ro~1 al ColllllllS~ion 
in 1911 to

0 

l'3ee the narlous position the sugar­
growers were in tl;en. They were c<?n1peHOO. 
to accept the price fixed by the mrlh, cm·d 
that price was generally founded on wnat 
the least <?fficiC'nt mill in the distnct wa~ 
able to pav. The Labour party alter~d ail 
that. and established tribunals hav-ing a ;cru· 
per legal status. which fixe-d the pric

1
e (i1.1_ tt. 

just and <'quitahle basis. The local ooar<l", 
with the Central Board as a court of appeal, 
haYe power to take all eYi·dence bea~:i~1g o!l. 
the question, and gi ye an a ward vnuch~. J"', 

just tb all intrrests conrernf'd. One can rean~e 
ho\V Jreat an advantage tha.t ha~ .been LO 
the o-rower. C"nder the old rondnwns ohe 
mill,~could dictate the price which t.hey like-d, 
and impose any condition6 on ,the. grow~~· 
TheY could, if thev felt so inclined. P'"'c u­
tall~· turn a man out of the industr,.'. If a 
rnari can1e jnto conflicr with tbe direciDI'f\ 
and manager of a mill, the mill con1ci '0 
arrange things that the ~UPlJ1ier W2_5 kc]_~t 
short of truckB, and as a retmlt. \vas soins­
times left with stand-oYer cane. But now rhe 
local boards and Central Board not oniy 
make an award, giv-ing a base price for thE 
cane. but haYe al,;o the power to deal wnh 
the conditions of the supplying of the cane. 
So that every grower m a parncula1: mJJf 
area is giYen an equal opportnmty ot har­
v-esting his cane and having n pr?p.erly 
crushed. As a n1.atter of fart, as 1ny !r~e:nd 
the illnstrious member for Bowen-I might 
call him that-said, this legislation has been 
tlw means of nlacing £1.000.000 into rhe 
growers' pockets" whic,h wr:uld othenv-ise h:tY;, 
gone to the large p1:opr~ctar,Y mterest'. I 
was rather mterested m hstenmg to the hc:J, 
member for }lirani. vv-hen he adYo"ated an 
amendment of the principal Act. I agri'e 
that the Act requires amendnwnt in certai~ 
directions. but I vv-ould ccrt a mly be oppos< ~l 
to amending the Au in the direction. rh at 
lw has indicat0d. He has adv-oca.ted 
amendment of t.he Act in the direction 
enabling the o-rowers to enter into cc·E~ 
tracts or agree~ents with the millers .. Let 
us consider for a n1oment what the- posn1on 
would be under ronditions such as tha r. In 
thi., House. \\'e often hear from hon. members. 
opposite a good deal of talk about freedor'l 
of contraet and free a.greements. But every­
OlE' mnEt understand that agreen1enrs enrer~d 
into bet,Yeen the n1illing con1panies and t iH3 
suppliers would be of such a one-8icie,~. 
nature that there would be no freedr.•m {•! 
contract about it at all. It is also ,·c·rv 
interesting to bear in n1incl that this _b_..rt 
had a rather stormy passage throq:h 
thP Legislature. \Ye wull rt'rnetnber tna": a. 
SPieet Cornmittee \Yas aJJpointf~d by ar:orh.{r 
lJiace, at which the general rHanag~r ~: :be-
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Colonia.l Sugar Refining Con1pa.ny advocated 
that the Bill shoul-d be a,mended in the direc­
tion of providing fo;:- those agreements. We 
Dnly need to look to w.ha t ha~ already taken 
place, even within the Act. We know that 
the Act is not what we desire it to be, but 

had tD a.cc>ept certajn amendments with 
a Yiew of saving that which is bEst in the 
measure. \Ve know that t.he Colonia,l Sugar 
Refining Company have been in the posi­
tion of forcing the growers TO sign agree­
rnents which are of a one-sided nature. 
We kno\v it 1~ the ('Ustom, and has been 
fo"" n1any :vears. to n1ake a,dvances to sup­
pliers to the rnill early in eFtch 'eaT. and 
to grant. liens on their crop:;:. l:o enable 
rhem to go on with eultivation, planting. 
and ~o on. The GoYernn1ent, in connection 
with their mills at South .JohnstonE', Babinda, 
and so on, rnake r,hese advance5 r.o t.he 
gro\vers just l:he ~an1e as the other rnills have 
done. But the Colonial Sugar Refining Com­
pan~v. who. at a11 tirnes. hav(• done every~ 
thlnf; to prevent the pa.5sage of this n1easure. 
quite openlv deelared before the recent Sugar 
Commission. presided over b~- Mr. A. Pid­
dington, K.C .. that they were out to fight thE' 
Act. Thev di,covered what t.hev considered 
a fla.w in' the Act enabling them to make 
a.gree1nentB. and the result \Va:3 that at everY 
one of their rni1ls in Queensland-Gooncii'. 
::VIackn,Jde. Hamhledon, and Homebush-thev 
plf"E'ntPd agreenH:'nts for the approval of thei'r 
t-nppliers. They dreYY up an exhaustive a.gree­
ment, and demanded that the growers should 
sign it. They placed on it this condition-that 
if the growers supplying their mill in any 
particular area did not sign those a.gree­
ment,, the mill would not crush thE'ir cane. 
In addition to refusing w crush t.he oane, 
they were able to nse econo1nic pressure by 
refusing to grant the usua,l advances made 
and the usual liE'ns on crops. They are a 
wealthy company, and they were able to 
c>Be their tinancial strength and their 
economic position w tell the suppliE'rs ro 
rh('ir rnilh rhac unle~s th0' a.gTt'L'd to ~en 
their cane und~r rbe condition; dictated bv 
the r:ompany, no liens on crops or advances 
of anv kind would be made. That is the 
form 'of agreement which would be drawn 
up if an amend1nenr. of the Act \vere 1nade 
in the direction indicated hv the hon. mem­
ber for ~liranj. It, i::; rath'er interC-3ting to 
kno,,~ rhat a d0pnration \vaited on me, on 
three different occa,sions. in connection with 
:.he Homehush :\lill. ThE·y poimed out to 
mc-l that the\ IV('l"P ~rowers for the Home­
bush :\Jill. · a!Jd thi> c;ompany practically 
pointed a pistol at th··ir heads. l'nle$s they 
~ignPd the agreen1ent. IYith all the condi­
tions laid down by rhat W(alth~· con1pany, 
:hey ~aid the~- \Yould be placed in a serious 
:inancia! position. A good ma.ny of them 
!'efused to sign the agreement. The Go­
vernment, with the powers its holds nnder 
the Act, can operate the mill under certain 
eonditiom. The growers felt that a breach 
of the Act had to be established before the 
GcYern!nf>nt could con1e in to their pro­
tection. Litigation would ha,-e to be entered 
:nto. and they feh that, as a result of 
losing perhaps the best two months of the 
sugar sea,son-which would happen before 
:iw mill could be placed in full operatiorl­
ir Y\·c~uid be b£'.<:-t for rhc·n1 to sign the 
agreenlr'nt dl('tatcd by tht' ( 'olonial"· Sugar 
Rctining ('(llnpany under pr0tP"t. But the 
f:rower~ are look1.ng fonvard to the time-and 
:f I haY(_· ,.n:v 1nfluent::e with th1s Gov€rnment, 
1 1-'1 ill -:_..e(: rh at it i.;;; dcr::r::-'tvh-=!1 a-::: anle:r::d· 

rnent cf :.hf' Al t will ·be n1cHle that \vill give 
rhem great.cr protection tha,n exists at the 
presen~ tlmc (HE .1..r, hear!) There is nn 
ireedom -;,; comract ahom it at all. There 
~an be no freedom of contract where one 
part.y to the agreement or the contract is in 
rho economical position of being able t.r> 
dictate terms ro rhc other. I will oppose 
with all J. ht:: influence in my possession any 
am~ndmen! of rhe Act in the direction 
1ndicated l:rv the hon. n1ember for lV1irani. 
The ... nwndment referred to has been 
advocated b'" opponents of this legislation 
,oyer since its inception. OncE' they have the 
right ro make agreements outside the scop~>­
of rhe An. as it novv- exists, it means an end 
,_-mire]~- t•J all the advantages that this 
lc-gis1ario!1 has giYen. and places the gro\vers, 
rhr{lugh rhejr economic dependence, right 
ha.ck iro r'Jc· hc,llow of the hands of those 
pror,rierary mills that formerly controlled 
the ~jtuarjon. 

Let me indicate another situation that has 
ari~?n. The sage of Bowen has referred 
to the Kalamia Mill that is owned by one 
of the large~t financial corporations in .._L\..us­
tralin. at the }'re~Pllt tinu'-the Austrahan 
Estate and Mortgage Company. As a matter 
,,f faet, I am of opinion that the Colonial 
Sugar Rc".fining Company arC' behind the 
sceCJes operating in everything that is taking 
place. They have thrown down the gauntlet 
by forcing the growers at their mills tc 
sign these agreements. and they have also 
<"xercised infiuenc<> with other proprietary 
concerns to adopt a like a.ttitude. ·what is 
rhe l''"'irioll ·: The Farlcigh :\Iill. we knmv, 
is ownE'd by a Bundaberg firm, and the com­
pany owning it have found sugar-milling a 
very Ju.:rative occupation. It has been pointed 
out to llJC' in that district that the Farleigh 
:Mill \\',Js bought by that company for a,_ 
\'E'ry lo"- sum-approximate!,-. £50.000. Tlv"y 
havo paid large profits to the owners of the 
mill up to the present time, in .addition 
to 111akjng Yery considerable in1provements 
out oi the proJlts. The value of that con­
cern is something like £100,000 to-day. That 
is an indication that that company has been 
doing exceedingly well out of this venture. 
But this company, in common with the· 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company and other 
financial corporations supported by hon, 
members opposite, have placed themselves 
or.eadily in opposition to this legislation. They 
\Yant to he able to dictate terms to the sup­
pliers of their w.ills. Since the Act has been 
in operation they have violatE'd it, and made 
l1l'ca.c!Jco of the a\\ ard. Thcv ha\'e been tin•'d 
on ~e\·eral occasions for br€aches of awards. 
In addition to that. t\vo of the ,9.'!'0\YGrs have 
been compelled to entE'r into lit;gatic.n with 
them, extending to the High Court of Aus­
tralia, ro rnake this company do the fa.ir 
thing by the suppliers to the Farleig-h Mill. 
They w<>nt to the Supreme Court, where the 
Farlei~·h (_'01npany "\YOD the case; but on an 
nppeal to the I-Ii~h Court of ~-\.ustra1ia tho 
decision of t,he SupremG Court was over­
tnnwd. and a Yerdict given in support of the 
o;uppliere. That is sufficient evidence to show 
rhat this company have done everything in 
their power to oppose the measure. They 
lW'd rheir J]nancial strength to try and coeree 
their suppliers, a,nd they would heartily wel­
come the suggestion of the hon. member 
for :\ifirani that an agreement should be 
entered into. What is the position? They 
}l<~Y~_... !2"1Yt:'r~ nori('t to thuir suppliers-quit:8 

~.~.--. I tL'Hh'r'-tancl-rhat th('Y intend ro 
'.~p :!:-:> ~·u~:ne~s of -::ugar-milling. That 

]yf r. Smith.] 
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rneans a verY seriou::. thi~-...=' l'~' tho0- 3ugar 
"':>pliers. Y\'e knm..- that the c<1negrower 
.cioes not plant his crop for year. but he 
expects to get thrcl' crotJ:- one Juannn~-; 
and. consequently! to g·ive a fe1v n1onths· 
notice to those suppliNs. if the:· intend to 
lea vo the business alone. is placing the sup­
pliers in the position that the,· are con­
.frontecl with financial ruin. They haYe 
indicated, however, that, if tht_' gTOIYt:T~ arP 
reasonable, they might consider tlw question 
of rcoperating the nJill. By .. reasonable •· 
thev mean that thev desire to have a reduc­
tion in the a ware!' that was made• for the 
past sugar season. I an1 infonue :1 that the 
manager ronccrncd indi(·ated tu th.:- ;:;.upplier--. 
that if the growers did not oppos-c> their 
application for a reduction in the price of 
2s. 6d. per ton. and if they were prepared 
to accept what the company considered a rea-
3onable price for the ensuing year. then the,· 
would be prepared to continue in the busi­
ness. That is the position. They ha\'f' indi­

·cated to their suppliers that if the_>· ar.eept 4s. 
less per ton of cane than a just. legally con­
stituted tribunal would a ward them. then 
they would be prep<,red to continue opera­
tions as millers. That is what I consider 
would take place if agreements were made 
legal and statutor_>· under the Act. There 
can be no possibility of an,- freedom of 

·contract between the financial corporation;c 
exercising to the fullest possible extent 
e-conon1ic pressure on rr.en \vho are only 
li,~ing frotn da.y to day and n1onth to nwnth. 
It is adopting the methods known in America 
a;c the "Iron Heel." :--;-o one blames a man 
for gi,·ing in when be has a pistol held at his 
head. because if he does not aceept the 
conditions lairl do\vll he 1vill 'ha\-\' l11:-- hl'ad 
blown off. Thes(' con1panies are 1n the 
'ame positiOn. The,· say to the suppliers. 
'· Accept the prices which we dictate. or it 
will m<:an your financial extinction." These 
men have 'settled on the land. have built 
homes there. and ha,-e established a means 
of li,-elihood for themselws and their 
families. I contend that the GO\·ernment 
should amend the Act in the direction which 
would give them greater power3. rather than 
lese. than they have Rt the present time. 

In view of the fact that t!1e crup j, a 
tlu-t"e y~,ars' crop, we ou~ht not tu nll01Y 
those companies to say that they will cease 
rnBhing and leave tht' rnen\:. cane standing 
in the ground. I kno\Y the ~Iini,ter £:),. 
Ag-riculture and the Trea.~urr·r. ·\ ho ha\·r' 

~ been fully acquainted b:· nn Pli 
[7.30 p.m.] with the position. are pr•'pared 

to do eyerything the:· can to as;ist 
those growers, and theY \Yill see that tho•c• 
rnen are not bludgeoned into ~igning agr{'f'­
nwnts at the behest of financial corporatioik 
I feel sure, too. that the Premier and the 
~Iinister for Agriculture will ~ee that rhos(' 
111en eall continue to ('UltiYatc• tht~ir }and. and 
that steps ''vill be take11 to seeUl'P thern a 
market. (Hear. !war:) I think thp legisla­
tion should be amenJed in the directi<On .,[ 
~6Ying the GoYernn1ent power not onl~- to 
take over the mills \Yhen a breaeh of tlw 
award has taken place. but gin' them po\\·er 
to take control oyer the mill. rolling-stoc-k. 
and tramlines if it is indicated that the 
conJ.paH.ie:o5 .intend to place the suppliers in 
the financial jeopardv "hich I ha,·e indi­

·-eated. Those are thing·s of urgent inllHJl't:ince 
to every sugar-grower. Xo arnendment of th--:: 
A('t having for its purpn~..-~ tbP lf'~a,lising o£ 
·agreen1ents. as suggested by the hon. men~­
her for Mirani. will be wpporteJ by me; fo,-

[Mr. Smith. 

Supply. 

t~~t_:_· 1·c:a.~ons I ha,-e ;.!ren~.~:.- indi"ca~e~. ~ ~·~lat 
p:·opo3 al would only oe the meano o. ln,er.mg 
th•' thin end of the wedge, and Yer:,: soon,the 
"rowers \\·oulcl be placed m the positiOn rney 
{-.;ere in beforf' any lcgi~latlon \Y~L~ J!a~~ed. J.t 

all; and that i.::-. that the.\· \\·ould_ be
1 

.,ubJ:-'cr 
the tf'•l'l11:3 dictated by any par_tl('U.ar 1~11ll. 

(' .tllt'gl'O\YE'l'S g·t~l1C'l'i:tlly are 111. H UlllqUt: 

position a~" cornpa.~·cd with ?thcr Hldu.~tl'le:3 . 
\Ye know that the commodit,· can only b~ 
trear~:d at a certain time of the :vear. ~nd V't' 
also know that it cannot be dealt wnh the 
san1e as other crops. The canegrov\·er IS prac­
tically in the position of being cmnpelled .}{' 
~-end his cane to the nearest ava1lablc nlllt. 

That i:;: one of the cbief rP~son" :vd1y the 
lcgi~lation wa~ passrd·-to g1~·e tne cn.ne­
growL'l':' H reasonable opportunity of ~aYlllg" 
tht•ir can::: han·estf'd at a r::.'a,-;oJwblc pnce. I 

- undc-r",tand any one oppo3lng the 
of thi~ legislation, other than the 

fact that \YP kno\Y that fina.ncial corpo1·ation:3 
l't~:"P11t <:U1\- lci)slatin~ t'nactni-eut wluch curbs 
their des1res for profit. \Ye knmY that the 
flnaneial combinations of ~--\ustraha a~·e doing 
eYerythinO' in their power to get Into the 
po.~-ition ~f being able to dictate tl~c ten11s 
upon ,,-hich the rest of the conu:mmtY >hall 
liYe. This central board ]Jronded for in 
the Yote ll0\1- before yon. Mr. ChannHlll; IS 
con1posed of a· cancgrowers' reprt>sentatl:-~· 
a n1illo\Yner:;;· representatiYf'. sugar <'llL'llllSt. 
accountant, and ~o ou: and they ha_YC' PYt:r.\· 
n1rans at their dispo-.al of frxlng a ])l'l•.C' w]nch 
giYPS justice to all. That i_s full~-. apn.a.r_rnt 
to anvmv• \\·ho, frotH an unbtased standp?Illt, 
has studied the tneasure. Anyol~E': thcrctore. 
who oppo5-es the exist_ei~ce o~ th1s nleasur~­
who oppose' the admmistratwn of the e'<ISt· 
ing- Central Board-stands cond::--1:nned us a. 
1nfin who de~ires to be in a posnwn. ~:(~t _to 
ha Ye justi('e done to then1. but to . ~ncr·ttt' 
t~~rl11::C: to tho~·P \YhO tll'E' lc~s fortunatl' than 
thernseh·cs in the con1munity. 

GoYERX}IEXT :\IDIBERS: Hear, hear! 
~Ir. S\YAY:\'E: I alll rather dll1U''ec1,at 

tbc e:ffort:5 nwde b~? 1118111bcrs on _the otner 
c;icle-I suppose it would not.be par!Iameiuary 
if l said to deliberately mislead a, to. w,1at I 
:3aiJ. and place tne i.n. a_ false po3-Hion_ 6:·.; 
regards this Act. \Yhat I did say-and I said It 
after consultation wit·h a good 1nany grower5 
-was thiflt it ·would possibly be au in1pn?ve-
111ent i11 the ..:\et if it \Ycre tnade po:3stble 
to n1ake an agTC'E'nlent) Yirtually _an U\Yard. 
for a longer- period, because lt was to 
be subject to the approYal of the board. 
just the sau1e as an agree1n~nt und~r 
the Indmtrial Court. where the JUdge calls 
the ctnployers .and e1nployees together. 
I also said that I \YRS opposed to an:· con­
tractino- out. I used the word.; ... Tha.t any 
cDntrac!ing out ·would n1ake the Act abor­
tin'.'' \\'hat do hon. members make. of 
that? Have they anything to. :3ay agaln3t 
it? As I said. it 1night be an 1n1provetnent 
if the awards \vere made to extend for a 
longer period than ope year .. I called It an 
agreen1ent-I ~atd dtstn1ctl:,v that agree1nent 
was to be approYed by the Central Board. 
If there is anything objectionable. in that. 
I fail to see it. Regarding the tactics of the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company at Home· 
bush. I strong!:· disa.pproYe of them. . I do 
not think it fair that those growers shoutct 
haYe an'· precsnre brough! to bear upon them 
which would place them m a positiOn of not 
takino- advanrao·e of the Act that has been 
pa~~e~. I . de: 

0

D<?t care \Yhat coznpany ~~~ 
Inan·1dna 1 1t 1:3. tne _--\n should an pi!-" to a .• ~ 
alike. and I certainly ~trongly object t.__J thi:3 
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a~~en1pt to f:idestep th(• _-\cr. Tl1ere !3 onf­
'1Ueetwn I 'hould !Jl,e to pur to the :Ylinister 
ic cl H!lP of thio Bdl and I think the poi-i­
tion I an1 going to lay before you, ),1r. 
Chairman. 'Yill f1n·11i:3h yery 5trong ground:3 
fD:' doubting hon. n1e1nbt.1r~' sincerity in 
regard to thi.3 p:trticular piece of legislation. 
\Yhat abo,lt the l920 What is to 
pn'Yellt the Cclonia1 Sugar C'omp.an~-
:rom just repeating the pt?rfonnanL·c 
in regard to that crop a::: did regarding· 
Hw 1919 crop., Of com-e we knm,- what 
h1)l1. nwn1her~ oppo~ite art> goillg to ::.:ay. 
Tht>:: n re go in,-; tu ¥a.\- th 'J. t th€ agreen1ent 
with the Conlll10inYcalth holds srood until 
20tt1 SqHernber next. but that ol1ly applies 
t•J tht_, 1919 crop. It does not ;<r,ll!:"· to the 
1920 c;_~op. Although I an1 not a. law)·e1·. I 
think it \Yould. at any rate. he 1nwth thP 
:3Iinistcr's ,...,-hile To fmrl~out \Yhcther W<? could 
nor PH"-S o.n Ulnending ~\('! this se."3sion of 
-Padia1nent. l brought tltr' rnatte-1· up about 
tiH-' 1niddle of the ::.:p-~-_:1on. a'- ro whether an 
nnH' 1.lding _Act could not be !Hl:Ssvd. to pre,~ent 

beincr put b:· the> Colonial Sugar 
l'otnpany OJ' otht:'l' C"urporation 

nn the· gro\,·pr~ in to th(' 1920 crop. 
becan::'C. although the agreement WP art' at 
IH'l'sent selling unde1· doe~ exrenJ tu the 20th 
S..:.·ntPndJe1· next. it clot>~ not-unlL's.-::. 1 a1n yo·\~ 
\ rOng-app]y to thP 1920 ('l'O} l. And there ls 
11')thing to lH'P\-cllt the c-on1pany. \Ye will ~a,. 

thl' crushin2: comn1ences. n bout the 
of the :';ea~-.. fro;n (loinQ: exactlY thP 

s~nne a~ hon. g-entlenwn nn the Other si-de are 
pretendirlg to object to in rPg~rd to the 
('l''Jp. 

:.\Ir. COLLI:\S: You ought to withdra>Y that 
vror.d .. pretend." '\Ye are not pretending. 

:l.Ir. S\YAY::'\E: han said nothing 
t:.npar1iainentary. I shou]cl like to haYe used 
3trvnger language-but it would hayc been 
unparliarnentarY-l>H-eau:-e I belicYe theY haYe 
utt-Pmptt•d to l)ut us in a fal::::e posit~on as 
re.Q'ards this legislation. '\'/hateYer is done 
chould be done uuder apprond of the Central 
Board. and also there should he no contract­
ing out allowed 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTCRE: 
\Yith regard to the statement made b.- the 
hon. memher for :.\lirani. I think he was not 
ll"itening Yery attenri....-ely to th{-' clause of 
the agn .. 'E'Inent quoted by the hon. n1ember 
for Bowen. >Yhich sa\·s that no fresh leo-isla­
tion ~hall be inh·oduC~cl b....- this Goq~rn~ent 
beforp the 30th Septc>mber nexr; so there 
is no u~2 the hon. gentlen1an getting· up and 
talking· about the Opposition not bein£ 
(:g·ainst any legislation an1ending- the cane 
pl'ice- lcgi;lation this session, because his 
friends in the Fed<>ral Parliament-prompted. 
I suppose. by the Colonial Sugar Refining 
i__'Dtnpany's infhiE'l1C(•-ha..-e insis.te..::1 on clauses 
being inserted in the sug-a1· agre-cn1ent pre­
Yentilig" u5 introducing legislation in the 
inTerests of the farmers. 

:.\Ir. GcXK: E.-identh· ;<·ou are going to 
sugar the 'Sugar industr~-. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl-LTl~RE: 
I am afraid, from the interjection. that the 
hon. member has .-ery little sympathy for 
the industry or the grower. I will now read 
the ciause. Amongst other things. it forbids 
t hi~ Go..-ernnH_:.nt to introduce an "V fresh legis-
bcion. and it proceeds- · 

·· (ii.) In connection with the growing. 
selling. purchasing. and sulJplying of 
::-:ugar cane. and the treatrnent and manu­
facture of :::.ugar cane into raw sugar: 
Pro..-ided.. ho\Yt>YP'". thJ.t thi3 ciau~Se ~haU 

auy e~;ern ~·e:na,_;_~:_ ir. fGr.>~ after the-
day of Sl?~)tember. l920.'' 

So IYhat i~ tlw u..;.c.: of h(Jn. g·e·ntle{u-en getting 
lll) aJtd saying rh at 30 L ~· a:5 tfJ· Opposition 
are corH·t·rned t!w .,.. .::.o: ·1ypo3e ~Ht~-
lcgislation ·: · 

I v~·anr to take o£ -co~.-
crratulatino· the introducing 
t'hi:3 yery c fine and I 
finrl.-1\·i!h to tht-' }-1 ugo:u , 
au,c_l his G-oYCl'lllilellt o bout 0"". C'rf_,l'oduction, 
and that clau~·.> '\~"hich prohibits the im.r>rove­
Jnent and rhc erPction of a:n· 11('\\" 1nill~ 
IYhich this Gon:rnrnent protet-tl~J so iorcibl~ 
against in thP telegran1 read by :vlr. ColliriS 
this aftt'l'Iwon-on going tlrroug·h rhe ,g·un:_·-) 
that during· the .-eat·s from 1912 tc 1918 
iEclusiYc. ~~·e haYl~ in1poncd this coun~ 
trY 110 than ·~80.000 black-c:rown 
nlgar should lw in Aw~tra.lit~-. 
In the face of that. I would to ask w!ry 
the F{'deral Go\·ernnH'nt on 
fresh :'Ugar-rnills hei11g no 
being in1proYed~v;he11 v,-e \YPl't• fon::rd to 
accept that agreen1-ent or ~arTifice the :5ugar­
growcr:< interests. as ~1r. Theodor-2 i_,ointed 
out in hi8 relegran1. I-Ie point-E'd out in that 
t· lcgran1 that wel't:• vu1npelled to a.ccept 
the agTPt?lll£'llt tho~0 obnoxiuu~ clause:; 
itt it.- I ~a\· rhcn~ n1usr b~~ '5 Hne influence 
.at work that pl'l•Yf'nts the develOping 0f this 
great ~ugar indu~rry ju this State. \re have 
thousand:3 oi acn'." of Yaluable fertile land 
b~ing idk• in ~--\u5tra lia nnd Queensland that 
snould ha....-e prodncPd sug:ar for Australia, 
and, iu the f.t::l:Cl'· of that. we haYe irr1ported 
into Queensland from 1912 to 1918 r.o less 
tha11 480.000 tolls. Unl.'· in one of tltose 1·ears, 
and during the tiu1o the Labour Government 
,,·ere in po,~,-er-in 1917-did \YE' p1·oduce more 
thar.. was required for the people in Aus­
tralia. In that -"''ar we produced 307,714 
tons, and the con;;.urrlPtion wa,s 27-l-.000 tons, 
showing 33.000 tollg nlOr.r than \vas 1'\·quired. 
~4.. t the pn•st•nt tilll-P it i~ hard ;'dJn t 
it is costing l"hc people ,;f if 
've can take an,- notjce of 
outside ), ustra l{a. it wili 
£40 or £50 a ton. Last ,-e3r 1ve J1ad t0 
import 50.000 tons at a con,,iderabl: highec 
price than what the FederaL GoY<::-rninerrt an:: 
prep-ex<?d to pa;; pr.._1dueer.s vf sugar in 
Queensland. \Yith these bets be"ore a5. ic 
is no use the Opposition ;etting ur 
saying they are in fa Yctnr oi developing 
indu3trv, and that thL'Y cere ir~ favour of 
the suiar~grower. hc-cau~e ir '\VU~ tbr: Labour 
Goyerrnnent \Vho intioduc\-"'d the !egislation. 
which forced the millen to lJay o reasoll-
-able prire for theil' 'L',.ane. .:1on. xne.rn~ 
ber for :Ylirani read agreernent 
between the Federal Gm·ernment and the­
Colonial Sugar Refining Company. pointing 
out the s1nall l1rofits and apologising for the 
Colonial Sugar Refinin~ Company. It is 
impossibl-e to sen-e the C0lonial Sugar Refin­
ing Compan:· and the growers of this State. 
\Vhen this legislatiou w1s intwduced, the 
growers were not getting ;;. fair deal at the 
hands of the millers. The Royal Com(llission 
in 1911 made tt5<' of words something of this 
nature: After going carefully into the whole 
question. theY said. ·· When we turn to the 
millers and refiners we find them. generally 
speaking. in a \·er:;.- 3oi vent and sound finan­
cial position; but 1-vhf'n \Ve tt.1rn to the 
gro\vers ·we find a .-ery {Efferent stat"." of 
affairs .. , The grower. they point~, _i 0ut. wm .. 
compelled to accept the price offere-d to him 
L>:v thf?' rniller. or ~tarYation ;,.~nd ruin stared 
hint i!l the LF~"- Tl"'lt -,'"''1'3 :1 CDndition {)f 
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thingf. :J.~~~ :iovcrr;_rucnt \YOS :lot prepare-d 
to alJo<,, To exist. and thev introduced the 
cane prices boardB legislatiOn which, as the 
hon. :mernber fo:r Eowen has noint--d out. has 
had the effeet. of patting into the pockets 
{1£ the growers in Queensland in four years 
the enormous sum oi £1.000.000. I say 
r.he grc,,,·er benefit~ to the full extent by 
~hat. largE- increa::::e. \Y!tieh, in round n1.unbers, 
arnounts ro 6s. on {•Yery ion of cane produced 
ln Queen5land. taking the aYeragL. 

}ir. COLLI::\S: After all. there has been 
a good deal of coerc-jon in the hon. n1ember 
ior :Y1irani"s district. I know something 
,;,bout rhe tyranny of the Colonial Sugar 
R.dlning Cornpany apart h·o1n that which 
:hey f"xercisod over the growers. Is it not 
a fact that in 1916 the Homebush farmers 
,;;{'nt a deputation to Cairns to the• C'::>Htral 
Boa.l'd a;;;;king t.hen1 to n1ake the agreen1ent 
mbmittcd by the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Compan:' the award·: The hon. membe·r 
kncnvs rney put on what the hon. n1ember 
for lV1:acka.~· refers to as econon1ic pressure. 
\V,. he:a· a lot about direct action on the 
part of the workers. I suppose this is not 
direct action on the· part of the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company. They simply said 
to thE' 'ugar-growers at Homebush, " Y on 
.r_an crush \our cane onh· on the conditions 
~aid down~ lv 1~:::. · an(! tht..) far 11er:3-the 
~ultivarors of "the soil round about Homebush 
-had ro accept the terms of the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company. Yet the hon. 
member gets up in this House and talks 
about agreen1ents that \Vill be :3u,bject to 
the approval of rhe court, and all that kind 
of bosh. The hon. member questions our 
'inceritv. Ever since I have been in this 
Housp 1 haw questione·d his sincerity. When 
I \Va8- sit,ting in opposition years ago I kept 
:n• e>e on him. I remember. when the 
Pi·ofiteering Bill was going through this 
House, lw practically defended the Colonial 
Sugar Re·fining Cmnpany, "·hether he knew 
it Dr not. If he wants to see whether I 
an1 wrong. ail he- ha5 to do is to go to 
"Hansard:· :\'o. 25. He t.ried to make out 
that the Colonial Sugar Refining Company 
<'on5iste<l of small shareholders. He ought 
to ha Ye 5aicL ·· '\Yido\Y:" and orphnn.". 1

' There 
)s a con1pany crushing his own farn1ers in 
his distriet, and they ha Ye done it OYer 
anci oYer again. 

:\1!'. :3\VAY:!'\E: I am rather ammed at 
r he proresta rions of hon. n1e1nbers on the 
other si de rerrardin£' their desire for an 
increa'c'd price~ of sugar. If thev reallv do 
believe in · ir. rhei r con\-er~ion ·is a 'verv 
recent one. and I am Yery pleased that they 
~:c rhe error of tlwi1· pa . .;;t ·.~·ay'. I <-ollgranl­
'ate them on the fact. Going back a little 
bit, I would like to point out that in the 
year 1914 our crop "·ae first sold under 
price-fixing legi~lation. It \Ya~ a Labour 
Government at the time, }Ir. Fisher being 
Prime :\1inister. By plal'ing an embargo 
upon th0 <-':\.port of ~ugar. ho pur us jnto the 
hands o~ Southern buyers. I think they put 
on a prJCe of £15 a ton. The matter came 
up in this House· during }Ir. Denham's 
Pren1ic::.·""hirJ: ~1nd becauf't' hon. Int•:intwrs on 
this side expressed a strong opinion that we 
>hould get more than £14 or £15 a ton for 
, ,ur sug•ar, the present Pren1ier said we 
were• in fayour of dear living. Then, when 
a delegation :rom borh sides of the House 
went down t.o Melbourne. Labour members 
were taken to task by a Labour convention 
sitting in Rockhampton, and the branch of 
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their organisation iE Cairns sent a WJr£·,­

down to :vrelbourne· expressing the hope that 
a higher price would not be granted. Again, 
,,-hen there was before the Federal House. 
a Bill for the pmpose of raising the price 
from £18 to £21 per ton, Mr. Tudor, the 
le·ader of the Labour party in the Federal 
House, said it meant clearer living. In regard. 
to the £500.000 that had accumulated and 
which the Hughes Government were going 
to giYe us by way of increased price, Mr. 
Tudor >aid, if am·hodv were entitled to it. 
it was the consumer and not the producer· 
of sugar. Again. I draw attention to the 
fact that. when the price was raised from 
£18 to £21 per ton, the first reference to 
the increase in price came from Mr. Hughes, 
not from Mr. Rvan. \Yhen the conference 
"·as held between the ~-"nstralian Sugar Pro­
ducers· Association~ the United Canegrowers' 
Association. and other people, and it was 
suggeste<C! by the members of the United 
Canegrowers· Association that there should 
be an increased price asked for from £21 
to £24, a doubt was expressed by the Aus­
tralian Sugar Producers' _-\.ssociation as to 
whether it would be wisE' to do so, for which 
they got Yei"Y thoroughly slated. We find 
that the present Premier and }fr. Lennon 
agreed with the delegates of the Australian 
Sugar ProducE'rs' Association that it would 
not be \Yise to ask for an increase from £21 
to £24. I am Yery glad to find that now 
thev a.re· reali&ing the error of their ways. 
I ,;-elcome the accession of strength we are 
getting in our efforts to obtain a fair price 
for the sugar prodqcers •of Queensland. At 
the same time I strongly object to their 
trying· to make· party capital out of it. 

:Ylr. CoLLI~S: That is what you are doing. 
:Ylr. S\YA Y?\'E: The hon. member saye• 

I am trying to make party capital because 
I am controverting the e-rroneous statements 
that come from the other side in regard t<: 
this important matter. 

:VIr. Gr?\'l\: In rdei·ence to the price of 
sugar, I f1nd the following at page 1243 of 
"Hansard ., for 1914:-

·• }lr. THEODORE: I mid, ' If we can 
correctlY draw an inference from their 
remark;.' As a matter of fact, the Chief 
Secretary did say that sugar should go 
up in price on account of things that 
are happening elsewhere. EYeryone in 
the co1nn1unit~ is a consumer of sugar. 
The ::VIinister for Agriculture wants to 
see dear meat, and other members of 
the Cabinet fayour high prices, because 
thev n1ean ~uccess to the commercial 
ent~rprises. success to the middleman, 
and success to certain businesses, and' 
they do it without any regard to the 
interests of the whole community. 

" The Treasurer : \Yho said they 
\Yanted dear meat? 

" :\lr. THEODORE : The Minister for~ 
.\gricult.ure said it some months ago. 

" :\fr. Hunter: And the Premier said 
to-night that sugar \Yas too che-ap." 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC'CLT'CRE : He said 
cane \Yas too dear. 

}lr. G'L~::\::\: This continues-
,, }1r. THEODORE: Yes. the Chief Sec­

retary wanted a higher price for sugar, 
That would mean clearer livi·ng for the 
people in the State. I don't think we 
ean draw an' other inferen~e frorn hiE 
ren1ark:-;" .. , · 

Question put ar~d !~a&~ed. 
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AC'I. 

"ne PREMIER : I beg to move-That 
~11,665 be gr,anted for " Suga:: Experiment 
StatJon"' t.' 

:Mr. SW A YI\E: These statio!ls are a verv 
great boon to the industry, and it is, perhaps, 
wonh wble ro point out, in view of the 
fact, that vn~ hear so much stated errone­
<Ci,us]~~ __ abou~ the _ind?stry being spoon-fed, 
tna-c. tnt-y ure nlaintained at the expense of 
tht· 1ndustry. The gro\Yers are le-Yied on to 
t.inancE' the> stations. 

:Hr. GLEDSO::\: Only half of it. 

, :'\lr.. SW.C\.Y:\'E: At any rate, the: are 
Je:·;~ri. t•I

1
1. ~o that. extent, m:. any rate, 

wnat. 1S Gone 111 regard to other State farms 
is not done in 1·egard to these s"!"-:l.tions. I 
thi!rk th~ _ hoil. n1e1nber for Bowen ::night 
~~~·c-t_· v, lrh rne that in this respect our 
1ndusrry ~rand::; out b\ itself. VVhat I want 
t\l ~a~- i~ that .. while ~a serie,s of very useful 
c·xlwtmJc•m> wnh regard to methods of cul­
tiYariutl---:-rnanuring, fertilising, and so on­
are earned out. I ~hould like to see "'on1e­

,t.~i11!;. n~cn·e d<?ne in the way of in1pr~vi:ng 
rr~· 'Yaner~· Ot the cane. In ten years, I 
tnmk. the e:.;.ye-rage sugar content. of our 
':':i!l(·, ur the aYera.ge extraction, has been 
liHT(·a~ed by son1ething like ~ pur t·ent. 
That j, not sufficient. People not connected 
wnh the mdustry point to the huge strides 
Hiadc 111 regard to the beet root: that whl'n 
h~E:'t, ~ug:ar 1vas first n1ade :lw .~ugur ('>llltent 
u! that root was only abont 8 pL'r cent.: and 
Dow. by ::-clec·rion. cross-propagarJcn. and 
"' oli. it has been increased to 16 or 18 
pe,· cent. They say. '' \Vhy can vou not do 
the ~a me wirh cane·:" Beet lends itself to 
improv('nle-nt in that regard) being grown 
from a :?Aec1. Except in very few instances, 
sugar-cane 1s grown fron1 a cutting. and 
you c:nnnd- hybridi_.se or cro.3s-propag~ate it, 
'" er, n he ·done !l1 the ease of a plant 
grown from 'eed. Only in the la,-t twenty 
:vear~ has it been known that cane can he 
pTOV\'li frOin seed. and a certain a1nount: 
of c•xpr~r~U1l'ntal work in cros~-propagation 
of Lrt:·echng- has been undertaken in the 
\Y.:•'t Inclie, and othel' countrieo. It has 
:-·r:en undertaken also bY the A.cclin1atisation 
l lPr,nlt· ln Cl~Icensland ~ ~nd or.her people at 
other ;J!a,.,._ 111 QuePnslam!. [ 'houlcl like to 
'"·'.'l' tllf' State take this work in hand. 
H"ithPrto the:"- haYe not had an t'Xperinlentnl 
.--tcnic.~1 dillta.tlt·all~- suitable for this \York. but 
they <-Ht.' now e.;;.rablishin~: <l :--tation in the 
::\orth on tl1e .JohnstmJe. I should like tn hell' 
h·orn thf-' ~Iini~tn· ,~,-hethcr it is intendt-:.d tn 
nnd-0r~a kP t h_is \-t,ry _nl·r·es~a ry iiTlpl'OYf'HlC'Dt 

work DY "pecwl -.;f'}cctJnn nnd cro"~iug-. If we 
can nul~ get another 2 or 3 per cent. added 
ro ~ugar cnntc1n of rhe c:~ne 
111 it IYill bt:' ('! n~?l'Y O'l'P3t 

adv<:Htasre not onh~ to the indn::-trY ...,-but 
:0 the ~State as ~ whole. Furrhel·n1ore; 
111 regard to the future of ..:he !ndnstr~", \\~e 
kno'' an atter:npt i.;; now being rnade to 
ger. fnr onr article in ~--\n.;;t:!.·alia .;;.o1ncthi11g: 
like a. fair price. The hon. 1nen1ber for 

for Mackav dealt with the nre­:t p.n1.] Yious question this eYening, _,_and 
I a1n quite in agreen1e1n. "\vith 

n1n1 rhcre. \Ve certain1v want a hio-her 
price. but he rather unrfer~tat~:d wl1at 

0 

the 
world's prices arc. I think ne snoke of £40 
a trn. '·The International Sug~r Journal., 
(If ~.c:--t Dc(·L·Inber ,Q:ive~ the Brltish ')':ltice 
21~-.-. ::·u: e:wr. Th,,t n1ean:-; tbat 1n- the 

countr~·- at the p1:esent t_i1ne. they are paying 
OYer £100 a ton for thetr sugar, and I think 
they are limited to a ration of about 10 oz. 
per week. .C\.ll the fact• which come to our 
co.\2·nisance indicate that it \vill be n1anv vears 
bc·fore there is anything like cheap' sugar 
again. TJJe Queensland producer is not 
~etnng an:thing like half the \Yorld's 
parit,. at the pr0sent time. The sugar· 
gro\Yers rendered great services to the Com­
n1onwealth during the war: and when the 
\Y<Jo]e of the world, except New Zealand, 
\WJ:e starvmg for sugar, and limited to a 
ratwn of a fe\\' ouncE''' per week. the people 
111 Amtralta had plenty. and the jam industry 
:"a' earned on most profitably. iYhether the 
fnutgrowers got their fair share. I cannot 
say; bnt I am inclined somC'time·· to think 
that they did not get it. The jam industry 
u!so -d1d great ~ernf'c to our troops on the 
other side of the world. In mpport of oul" 
cla1n1.s for a h1gher price. argu1ncnt:;: ·were 
adduced rhat not only is there an adyantao·e 
in haYi.ng the arr.iclc raised within our o;n 
coumry. and that every country should be 
:-;~lf-:;:upporting a-.: regards the neces~arics of 
llfe. bur from the defence poin' of Yiew it i• 
a Yaluablc factor, be('aU.3e it is the one 
industry \vhich can pos."ihlv bring about close 
settlement in the North. If the sugar industry 
!s ru1ne{l. 1t n1eans a great risk to the North. 
fhe people of Australia should realise what 
the depopulation of North Queensland would 
mean. If any alien nation were. through lack 
of population. allowed to obtain a foothold 
our i-deal of ''White Australia" would dis: 
ap1war: an<! there \Yould_ be the_ expense of 
'namtammg a land frontier ao-amst possible 
foes instead of haYing the s:a between us 
and other nations. I think tha_t, although 
we are askmg for a. higher priCe for our 
product. it is still a Yery low price as com· 
pared with the rest of the world. and it ii 
up to Australia to treat us liberally in this 
matter. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICL"LTL"RE: 
The hon. mt·mber for ~Iirani wants to know 
if an,- of this fund i5 being spent in the 
dircctio!l of introducing sweet ,--arieties of 
cane. Since the \Yar. ,-en• little has been 
done in that direction: In the days a-one bv 
\vhen the Colonial Sugar Refinin~· (?ompar;y: 
bought cane at 00 nnlch per ton~ there was 
a. great incenti Ye on fhe part of the miller 
then to imrodnce a .,yeet YarietY of can~ 
>:nd. to their credit. the Colonial ·sugar Re: 
timng Company ha' done a lot in intro· 
dneing '3weer ,-ari('tirs fron1 :::\" E'\V Guinea. 
rtnd other pans of the world. ::\ow that 
sug;tr~cane i~ paid for largt:·ly on an analvsis 
bd.'l8. the ine<•ntiYe for the miller to intro­
ch;cf' "-\Yeet Yarictie-s is not so g-reat. There~ 
fore~. ir will deYo:Yc on thiS GoYernn1ent 
to launch '-lllt ln that direction, bef?ause 
nearlY "' mnch labour i.- expended in the 
eultiYatlon of \-'lrirties of lo\v densitv as 
v;onld be Pxpcnded on ~weeter Yarietie:S, so 
that it. is also in the interests of the gro1Yers 
as of the n1ill('r::: that a ~weeter Yarietv of 
cane should be grown. :::\ow that the \var 
is OYer, \Yhile I am in the Agricultural De­
partment f will do everything possible to 
se.e that S\VE'eter Yarieties of ca.ne are intro~ 
cluced. There is also a resnonsibilitv on the 
millers' parr in the matter ·of extra~tion. It 
i& rertainly not creditable that so large an 
an1ount of sugar goes up in sn1oke or down 
the drain 

Hon. W. X. Gil!ies.] 
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SHTE BATTERY A::\D TREAT1IE::\T WORK5. 
IR\·I~EBAXK. 

The PRE:\IIER: I mow that £40.000 be 
granted for "State Ba.ttery and Treatment 
\-Vorks. Irvinebank."" 

QLlCstion put and passed. 

LoA:\ Fc:xD Accoc:::-;-r. 1919~192C. 

?RDIIER A::\D CHIEF SECRETARY·s DEPARTME-:-!T­
SOLDIER SETTLDIEXT AXD REPATRTATIOX 

The PREMIER: I moYe-That £400.000 
be granted for ·· Solrtier Settlement and 
Repatriation.'' 

Mr. VOWLES: I desire to refer to a 
matter npon \vhich I have been in conversa­
tion to~doy \Yith the Premier. Quite recently 
I referred on the Immigration vote to th~. 
misrepresentation or n1l5understand1ng that 
is going on in tlw old countr:;~ in rega.rd to 
the conditiom which obtain in Queen,land 
as far as soldier oSettlen1ent is concerned. I 
ban:.- a. ;;taternent here v·-.hicll I got this 
afternoon frorn a soldier, n n1an who fought 
for the British Empire. anJ \Yho was 
wounded on n1anv occasions. He has 6pent 
his ~SaYings, and ~not only his saYing~ from 
his war :-r'rYiec but his \Yar gratnity, and 
has also componnd0d and realised the pen­
sion coming to him. He has expended the 
whole of the money in coming to Australia 
with his ·wife and Young-,ster. on the under~ 
standing, through t'hc lnisrelH'esentations in 
the old country. that ''hen he landed here 
he was entitled to certain 1)l'iYi1ege~ as a 
soldier. I am not doing this with the Yiew 
of castigating the Government. but \Yith a 
hope that. immediate steps will be taken to 
pre..-ent other men from coming under th.e 
sam" mistake. He tells me that there are, 
to his knowledge, 3.000 men who are wait_ing 
to get passages to come to Austr~Lha. beh:'v 
ing that 0ertain comhtwns obtam here whiCh 
do not obtain. It mig.ht simplify matters 
if I were to read this statement to the Com~ 
rnittee. and I think that when hon. members 
hear it thcv will come to the conclusion that 
a very gre;,_t hardship has been suffered by 
this man, and he is not the only man 
here: I ha..-e met another man to-day with 
the same tale of woe. They arc stranded in 
Queensland. in a land of plenty. as it wa~ 
represented to them in the old country. They 
have sunk all the monev thev had. and but 
for the Government of Qneensla.nd, which i' 
keeping them going for the moment. they 
and their families would be out on the 
streets. and all the hopes they entertained 
would be things of the past. I do not want 
to ooive this man's name I will leaYe out 
.all 

0

names. This is what he says-

" STATE:llE::-<T. 

" I am a married man, with one child. 
I expect that my wife will be confined 
with another child in about a month"s 
time. I am twenty~fiYe years of age. 
and was born at Kennington. London. 
I was employed before coming to Queens­
land. first in the Refuge Insurance Corn~ 
·pany's office, and latterly as an inspector 
in the Ministry of Munitions. I am an 
ex~soldier. having joined the army in 
March. 1913. being discharged .June. 
1916. I first considered the questiOn of 
·Coming to Queensland as an immigrant 
in August. 1919. I was induced to think 
about the matter by the propaganda 
appearing in the Press, and upon the 

:[Hor. E. G. Tlzeodore. 

hoarding-.~ London. booklet.s 
i~sut•d -by Ch-er..:;eas C\)Ill-
m.ittee. and distributed to all labour 
exchanges throughout the. unite? King­
dom. and also through dispersal ~amps 
formed for the purpose of demob~<Ismg 
the army." 

It is all owing to the circulars which are 
being circulated in the old .count~-y. and 
which. to m..- mmd. are misleadmg tho 
people. \Yhether it · is done wittingly or 
unwittingly. it is done with the knowl_edge 
and approval. apparently. of our Home 
Department. Then he further says-

" I formed the opinion from the pro~ 
paganda which ~ read that Queenslan~ 
offered the best mducement to an Immi~ 
grant of my class. because of the fact 
that jr offered n1e n ht.Tger ad,·ance 
of eo pi tal and better land settlement 
conditions than any other State. ~o 
other ~tab?. it appeared frmu the propa~ 
ganda. \Vuuld have offered me an~~tlnng 
like the same ad..-antages. unle" I had 
been a resident there before the \var. 
One of the posters which impre·ssed 
itself on my mind, I saw at Cockspur 
street. It rderreu exclusn·ely. to Quee.ns­
land. Its features were a p1cture of ,a. 
1nan \Yi th a snade and a bag of gold 
labelled £1.200 by his side. It, was 
labelled. · Queensland-the Queen State 
-::vr-~ Land." and impressed me a good 
deaf One of the particular inducements. 
fron1 n1y point of. vievYJ ,''~as. contained 
in a booklet. winch decwred that no 
pre,·ious agricultural .ex.I?erience \vas 
neecssJ.rY for anyone 'v1slung to secure 
a farm ·in Queensland under the over· 
s~a settlement scheme. In accordance w1th 
a paragraph which appeared in the Press 
I applied. in August. 1919. for forms of 
application for a free passage :1nd. 
acceptance as a Queen~land settler~ to 
the secretarY. Qyersens SPtt1enu,nt UfhcP. 
59 Yictoria' street, London. I subse~ 
quently recein'd two forr:ns to be fi~led 
in. and in accordance w1th llBtruchons 
returned rhon1 to the 0YL'l'~C t:". ~l'ttlen1~?lli 
Office. I later received a letter. of which 
the follmving is a copy :-

" MD!ORA::\Dl.}L 

'" Fron1 the ~ecretar;; to the Agent~ 
General of Queensland. 409 and 410 
Strand. London. \Y.C.2. 

" 27th August. 1919. 
···Your pas:;:tage ha,s been approved by 

the Queen~land GoYernnlCllt. The 1natrer 
novo.- re~t.' with the On ... rseas Settlen1ent 
Office. to \vhich department all future 
correspondence should be addressed, 

'· (Sg-d.) P. J. DILLOJ-:. 
c " Secretary. 

" So soon as I recei ,-ed the above 
letter. I went to J\.1r. Heath. secretary 
to the (h-erseas Scttlernent Con1n1itt£·e. 
and asked him when I was due to sail. 
He said that if I was in a hurry to get 
awav mv best plan was to make written 
appiicat;on to the passenger department. 
Orient line. He said that I had bett'"~ 
pay my own passage money. which would 
afterwards be refunded bv the Oversea 
Committee."" · 

This man paid £85 for his wife and family. 
as he thought when he arrived here that 
he would get a refund of that amount, but 
he diEcovere-d that he \va" onl:;r enttHed to 
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a L"f.:fund of £35. There wa~ some 
o;em by the Ch'ei Secreta_ry"s Depart­

rrwrn tA.J England to n1ake Inqurry, ~na the 
[C"f, nf t.he cables \Vas charged aga1nst the 
£3J. He further says-

.. I \Yent personally to the ,Orient Com­
uanY anrl obtained arcon1n1oaation on the 
'Or;,wnde. · I sailed for Queensland on 
l5d1 ::\foycmbrr. 1919. Before I left Eng· 
lar:d I a:-. told by ~Ir. Heath, secretary 
ro rlw Cher,eas Committee. that I was 
hH.:k~- to get a\Ya~· ou the boat. a!" there 
were 3.000 applicants approYed and 
awaitin~: accon1n1odation to trexel to 
Quecu ... i:l_nd under the conu:nittee ·s 
"'dlt'"llC. 

::\ 0 ,,- l ~aY it i:::: a deplorable state of affai~s 
if th.e:·l' ai·e 3.000 nH'll ·waiting to come .o_uL 
and if hi~ brothers and relatiYe~ arc \Yaltinar 
to conH~ out here on the 'Strength ,o! t~e 
renrese!ltations. 1Yhich were n1ade by 111m In 
th~' old C")unrry. The.' haYe no en1pl('yn1ent 
to 5:!'0 ro when they come here. and they are 
conling her0 to :3\Ycll the ranks of our 
uneml)loy,•d. 

The PRL\UER : Don't get excited. 

:Hr. YO\YLES: Thi; man "·ill tell you 
that there are 3.000 others who are 111 th.e 
same position as himself. They mad~ appll· 
cations for passages to Queensland. l~.e says 
hin1self that he was responsible for :nisk•ad­
ino· his friends. I say that the _nme ha~ 
ar~i,-ed "·hen immediate action '110uld . be 
taken ro n:wke rhe true conditioll,;;, :rC?ganhn;; 
i 1111nl(>Tarion i::IJJc! ·'Pttlen1enr of ~o!{liers here 
knrf\Y~ ro the 1nen in England. He further 
~aYS-

~ .. The concessions IYhich I expected to 
the Queensland GoYernment 

\Yere those ,.;;,et our 1n t·l"le para­
relatino" to Qucensl:Jnd in the 
rampl{]et. . 9fficia1 infoyrnation 

£c;r t~lf' use of intcnchng settlel·s 1n other 
>'1arT<S of the Emnire~' first edition, 
:Vr,.rdL 1919. published b,· the Overseas 
Scttlelnenr. Con11nit,tee. copy of wh1ch 1:3 

atrac-bed and ~igncd by IllE' .. , 

The PER:..nER: \Yho -..Yas it i~3uecl by'? 

:\Ir. \"0\YLES: I could nor tell you. 
arn criYine.- it a.3 a stateinent of fact. I de 
:not ~.n·e 1vho \Y3~ responsible for issuing it, 
/)ut I ·want it cleaned n_\--. I an1 not bring-
1n~· it forward to 1nake capital out of Jt 
but I >.vant to 3E'e that these people are not 
n1islcd. Thi~ nHln further say3--

.. I took jt that the Queensland (;oYcrn­
;-nClit. by a.pproYing n1e and the passages 
o: mY ,,if<' and mYself. had contracted 
ro seltle 1110 upon the land upon the con­
dition~ relating· to Queen:;:land set, out 
in thet pan1phlet. I was so in1pr~se"Cl 
, ith the scheme of the Queeml.wd 
Gon-•rnnH•nt that I told nu1nhers of 
neonle 1vhon1 I 1nc-t an1ong ex.-servic-c rnen 
Of {ts details and ach-ised thetn to take 
adYantage of it. A number of them did 
~o, including three- of 1ny o\Yn brothe:-s. 
and a. nninber of other.-::. I persuaded 
these neople to take ach·antage of the 
~chPn1C'~, because I thought it vi--as a grand 
:-,('hcnlC'. So soon a~ they sa\V the propa­
;o:anda of the Queensland GoYernment 
Thev ju:mped at it because- it seE>ITH:>d a 
ycr}- ilne opportunity. ~q_fter se('jng the 
propaganda they did not need much 
rnor-e persuading. 

" I ~anded in Brisbane f~om 
~ 0:: !:rlo.nde" on the 2Ed uf January: 

the 
~920, 

with mY ,,-ife ond child. I expecte-d that 
thel"e "would be someone to meet me at 
rhe boat. representing- the 0Yerseas 
Settlement Committee or the Queeneland' 
GoYerrunent. There wa~ no ono to n1eet 
us. There \\"ere three families under the 
scheme on board the · Ormonde.' I went 
to rhe Repaniation Department because 
I rh-ought as an ex-serYice n1an' I \You ld:. 
get inforn1ation the1·e and al'3o an allow· 
ance. After le.ncling I was without 
n1oney. baYing expended all 111~- f'aYings 
on pa:"sage 111011€',-, which has never been 
refunded ro nie. The Repatriation 
Depanuwnt told me that they could give 
n1e 110 allo\vaucr. as I was a11 cx-Irnperial 
mldier. They <tdYised me ro go to the 
Lands DL•,wrtment. I went to tho Lands 
Department. and \Yas thoro asked to fiB 
in a reg-istration form. The official whom 
l saw-a ~Ir. Keenan. I think-told us 
that he knew nothing whate,·er about the 
0Yerseas Settlement Scheme. He asked 
me to see }lr. Adams. secretarY to the· 
}linistor for Lands and the vYar· Council 
Land Settlement Committee. I saw -'\h. 
Adams. He also told me that he knew 
nothin~t whateYel· about the Overseas 
Land l:iettlement Scheme. He said that 
it wa:;;. son1e. harebrained scherne 1vhich 
had been got up at home and which was 
not in connection with this State at all. 
He was quite indig-n<int about the matter. 
He said he \YaS sorry for me, and tele­
phonurl }fr. Allen. a trustee of the 
Q.uocndand Patriotic Fund. and asked 
hi1:1 to arrange a sustenance allo1vance 
for us. :VIr. Aclams was most kind and 
c0w~iderate. and seen1ed 'villing to do. 
anything he could to help us. I went 
to see :\fr. Alien, who gayc me £1. I 
"·as at that time absolutely penniless, 
and if I had not secured that money I 
IYould ha Ye? had to lea Ye 1ny lodgings 
in \Yharf street and to ha,·e taken mv 
wife. \Yho ,,-ac; then about two months off 
confinement. into the streets. vY e were 
a bsolutei:· destitute, and could not even 
haYc- naiJ the 7~. nPrcssary to release 
my luggage. I saw l.Vlr. Allen upon the 
following day. and he ga ,-e n1c another 
£2 on hehalf of the Queensland PatriotJc 
Fund. I then returned to :Mr. Adams 
and thanked him for his help. and he 
secured an inten-ie\v with ~\-lr. Theodore,. 
the Premier, for me. I saw Mr. 
Theodorl', in comnam· with :\lr. Craw­
ford, a fellow imn1igrant under the 
scheme. I explained the details of the 
\YholP mattf'r to him, and he told us to 
see ::\lr. ::\lcDermctr. the "Cnder Secretarv 
to his department. n0xt morning. Our· 
inteniew with :Mr. Theodore took place 
on 14th J anuarv last. We saw .Yir. 
2\Ic Dermott on the follO\Ying morning, 
and he gave me a cheque for £3. H"" 
also adYised me to look for work and 
report to him on the following Fridav. 
I have been seeking work .PYer sinre~ 
both on m,· account and \Yith the he 1n 
of letters · of introduction from Mr. 
~Ic-Dermott. who has treated me with 
eYerY courtesY. The onh- work which I 
::-ecu~ed was four days' effiployn1ent with 
thP }leironolitan Life Assurance Com­
panY. I \vas unable to carry on this 
work in Yiew of the nature of my wounds 
receiYed in the war. I sen·ed in the 
earlv rnonths of the \Yar as a rifle1nan in 
the Kin~'s Royal Rifle.s. I was one of the 
crlgir::a} E·xpe{litionary force and served 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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for h\'O vears. inclu.~n-e of till? actior..5 at 
~ions, ~1arne. Ai6nP. ::\euve Chate-a:L 
first and second battle of Ypres. Loo,. 
La Bassee. Festubert. I wa< <:ventuallv 
wounded on 26th October. 1914. at first 
l1attle of Ypres. ali:~o _._t La B'J_::;see anct 
Ecstubert. Included in alL HlY wo1.;.nd~ 
a re .os follows :-

"Bullet throug-h left shoulde,·. 

"Bullet through left buttock. 

"Bullet left arm and bavonet Ie:r 
arm. There are still splinter's of bone 
loose in this ann : son1etimes thev come 
through the flesh to the surface. 'As Y.O~< 
can hear the broken bones creak w1tD 
the movements of the arm. i::\ote.-The 
creaking of the bones was distinctly 
audible to the writer who >note thi" 
statement from dictation.) 

" Bullet right thigh. 
"Bullet rig-ht calf. This was a seriom 

;,vound. severing· the n1ain arteries of the 
leg·. which have been tied but . which 
have no'v corne undone. The leg 1s no\ov 
7~ inches bigg-er round the calf than the 
other leg and is causing c:Jnsider:t blt: 
pain.'' ~ 

This man is a woundPd soldier. 

Mr. CoLLil\S: Is that ho,,. Great Britain 
treatG ·her \ronndL---ci soldiers·: 

Mr. VO\YLES : HP "a11ted to come to 
Queensland, and he can1e here ?v.,.rir~g· t? tl:-e 
misrepresentation that \Yi:l~ Clrcuiatect 1n 
Eng-land. He further ~ays:-

"It \vas because of thi~ 1Youn-cl that I 
found mvsc lf una hle to continue a& an 
insuranc; can.-asser for the :'Y1etropolitaE 
Life Company. The Qyprseas Settlement 
Committee kne>Y of theBc' wounds. The:: 
sa1ov 1ny anny discharge and J8.l.~o insisted 
upon a ::11edical c<\.:.rtificate accon1panying 
rnv application. Aftc•r leaving t1v: 
employ of the Metropolitan Life Assur· 
.ance Con1pany, I sho\1.Ted th~ wound 1r. 
m'; leg to ::Ylr. 'YlcDermott. He told me 
thin I w~s not ftt to go upon the land 
owing to 1ny physical condition. ~i~c~· 
t·he 15th January I have heen receiving 
an allowance o( £3 per week from the 
Government, through lVh. :i\ilcDermott. as 
sustenance. I have not. vet received an·­
refund upon 1ny p_assage 111oney. ~:L: 
:iVIcDcnnotr has told me. however. thac 
he ha6 cabled to England. and as cc 
result has received a refund of £35 from 
the Oversees Settlemem Departmen•. 
This has not ytt been paid o\·er to rne. 
The £3 per -week ·which I have beeE 
rerqiving as sustenance fron1 the Govern­
ment and the cost of the cables which 
i\Ir. McDermott sent to England is to 
b<' de-ducted from the £35 which has en 
refunded. To date £15 h'" 
advancPd n1e for and l do noli 
kno\v thf' yalue of the I hav~_-
been unable to secure anv "\Yhatevt":•r. 
or any adYnnce such as~I \.Yas prornist_Lt 
in the official pamphlet of the On'rs' as 
Settlement Office. In fact. I have not 
received anv of tho cone which I 
expected to~ receive. I after see-
ing the country. that am absolutelv 
physically unfit to u))o!l the lan;; 
in Qneensland by reason or' my \\ound,. 
This was not sug-ge.ted to me by thP 
Land Settlement Committee or anyone 
else in England. Sinc8 my arrival' rny 

[.111 r. V owles. 

w 3eriousl--; :ailt."'-d 3,tso 

lVIv 'wife- :~ verv 
rn· th'e troublt> hav·e 

' he-6.lt.h being. of ·~onrs~. 
irnpaire<ci hF:·r •?onditior. 

nothing left .:nt: to dn hu~ 
t' r"tum '') England immediatdy. Mr. 
Yl:cDermott hao cabled ::nv brother t , 

send me passa6e nlDney. S0 :::;o'on as that 
arrives I intend to leave for England. 
Apart frorn the mstenance allowance 
\~ 11ich is being advance-d ag-ainst the 
passage money owing to rnt>-, I have not 
,, pennv in the world. The position 
which I gave up to come to Queensland 
in ... ~ugust laEt wa& a perrnanent one. lt 
yieLded rne an incorne on an average of 
£7 per -;.veek. I had a soldier'~ pension 
of £1 per week, being classed SG p~.·r 
cent. disabled. For about thre·e months 
before deciding to come to Queensland 
I was attending hospitaL and my pension 
during that period was incrc·ased to £2 
143. &L per ~veek. In order to pay 
pass-n ~e rnoney and rneet thf' nece"sary 
expen::;e of leaving England.. l 
~Jounded n1y pension. the period of 
'Na~ du€ to end :n April of this y£,-.~.r. for 
£83 15s. Ylv passage cost me £84. Mv 
other ~ ~ on~ the voyage. otc:. 

to about £20. The £84 
tht• pas''·ages. of rn,~~ wif~~ and 

I have now no further clairn 
the British Pensions Department; 

I ront.inued to dra1 111y pension 
April I cGuld ha ,.e gow' before 

Pensions Board and ·,1 ould probably 
receivt·d u life pension. If n1y 

1"rother -does not - nl-e-
n.un· v. l shaH be .,tituJe 

· ~h<.cll ~-"~e anable : ~' ;·->:>tu:.rn tn 

ti-.:a~ tha::: is a 
bmught under 

\-·ase 1-v.h:ich i:.::. rnorA sad 
1.\ ife of 



[:!0 FEBRUARY.] 

n1en who are giving up positioE3 to corne tc 
·Qneensland know ti1at we ar1_· not looking 
for working men. btit are looking for r..<:en 
who will create production and will create 
work. If he does not do th~t. he will not 
be doing a fair thing to the men in Queens­
land or to n1en who are in the unfortunate 
position I have described. 

The PREMIER : The ca;;e th" ho11. 1wm~ 
ber ha$ referred to is certainl' "- most 
unfortunate one. but the hon. meu!ber would 
lead members of the Chamber to be!i.•ne 
that he blames the Government for what has 
happened. 

Mr. VOWLES: \'i"ell. who i.' to blame? 

The PRKMIER: Tiw hon. member know 
that it is not the Queensland G0vernme>1r 
who are to blame. The first intimation wr 
had of the organisation known as the ·'Over~ 
Geas Settlen1ent Con1mitter>· · · -vva~ \V hen two 
or three of th-e.se inunigrants arrived here in 
<he '· Ormonde." They can10 to the office nnd 
:,tated that they were pennil"""s in Bri.:'~-~1r0. 
and that they were misled with regard to 
the conditions existing· in Queensland. The;~ 
were told that the~ Government had no 
knOwledge of those Inisrepresentations . .:itHl 
that no arrangements ha,-1 been made 'vith 
the Overseas Settlement Committee in anv 
form to prepare for the reception of imm;~ 
grants from England. The Overseas Settle~ 
111ent Con1n1ittee arc ae organisation act­
ing under the In1perial Governnu~nt. but 
they have n1ade no arrangen1ent ~'hat-
8Yer with the Queensland Government. what 
ever [lrrangenlents they rnav have n1ade \Vith 
other Dominion Govnnments. I believe the,­
have s.on1e arrangctnents \Yith overseas Goyerrl­
Jnents under which thev are authorised to 
:;.nake arrangements to send iminigrant::< from 
England. but they have .no surh arrang:-'­
rnents \Yith the QueensL_nd GoYernmPt1t. 
So soon as v-..·e knf'\Y that these 111E'll had 
arrived under a Inisappr.P.hrnsion we co-:11-
n1unicated \Yith the _-\.2"ent-Genrral in ord{'r 
to ascertain ho\Y rnan_"i.- ~imnligrJnts the OYer­
seas St:'ttle1nent ConnnittP.e had directed t;:~ 
come to QuePnsla.nd. \Yhat aiTangcnlcnts the> 
vverc 111.1,ldng to assist tbost' imnligrants. an;.l 
\vh.;t stPps they were taking to enli~t inuni­
grants for Qne·'nsland.. I think I 1ncntioned 
that fact to the kadc•r of the OppositiotJ 
this afternoon before llf~ rnade his staternent 
in the House. The• pamphlet rPferred w 
was pub!ic,hu] by the Overseas t:lettloment 
Con1n1ittec~ 011 which ,:,;e !laY{_' no represent.J.­
tion. a.nd C'ertainh· thev have no authorit' 
to act for thf' QtH~en~laild GoYennllent. \Y·(, 
00l!tln1unicated with thP _-'\gent-General in 
order to ascertain ·what :J.re the facts with 
regard to the 3,000 person6 -who_ it is ~aid. 
.arf' C'mning to Quccnshtnd. I think the n1an 
who n1ade that staternenr rnust have been 
under a 1ni~a.pprehension, and 'vas. perhap~. 
given to understand that there \YCre 3,000 
pcrs.ons who clirc,et<.'d to oYcr::;ea-" 
Don1inions, find rhar arrangp-
rtlQnts havp f-ol' nn1y thirt~~-ffn: 
to corrw to 

Hon. \V. H. BAR:-;Es : ·who is responsible' 

The PHRMIF:R : The Queensland Govern~ 
n1ent arc not l'f'SDonsibh•. The Overseas 
Settlt)ment Con~n1ltfee haYe, in n1y opinion. 
taken too much upon thom,,dves in assuming 
that provision "~onld be in Queensland 
to rcceiYe tho:-:f~ n::.en. should at ]east 

let U6 know Yi--hat of rncn were 
to come to that son1e 

1night That 

has been a.one ,s;nce this rn.1tter ha<! been 
reported. The Cverseas Settlement Corn~ 
rnittee are inreresting them5elvoo in the 
matter, but \Vf' dr~clincLf to mnkP an~, arrange· 
n1ent~ with the Overseas SettlPrnent Conl· 
mittee t'1 :3end out an nnlin1itcd number of 
immigrant-6 untii \V8 ha.-t1 m,1de \)UT own 
::trrangArnents -,\ ith regard to irnmigration. 
Certainh· no or:..,_• has beer: authorised to 
saY that· we han• 250,000 arres of land ear­
marked for immigrants from England. Last 
July the Imperial Government entered into 
negotiations with the Queensland Govern­
ment with the view of getting us to take 
so rna.ny irnmigrants, hut \Vf' have not yet 
e<mcluded any arrangement with them. That 
i' one of the matters I intend to tak<J up 
with the Imperial Government wherl I am 

over there, but there is no 
[8.-30 p.nl.] arrangernent rnade with the 

Imperial Government. much le~s 
with the Overseas Settlement Committee. 
The matter has been taken in hand. and a2 
regards the particular mE'n the hon. member 
con1plained about I full~-- 5)Tnpa.thise \Vl-.:. 

them. and fullv realise their misfortune and 
th~ difficult position they arc placed in 
through arriving here expecting to be wel­
conled at the Rh in ·s sic!,:.• .d:~.d full;: proYided 
for, and then to· find that the:-~ got a cold 
reception: or, indeed, no reception at alL 
because no provision had bee-n made by th~ 
per,::ons \vho se-nt thern out. TheJ irnmedi­
a.tely wanted to go back again. which would 
hL'.VE" bePn a doubtful ~aCivertisemPnt for 
Qm'ensland. _-\.t any rat~. I have done my 
best to make them feel welcome here, .and 
ha,-e had arrangement& rnade for providing 
then1 vvith a ~te1nporury allow..1.nce. and 
I an1 sul'prised that thev should feel 
aggrin·ed at the I think one 
nla~n "Tsas found <-t Queensland 
Go\-ernnlent. but conditions. 
did not suit him. 

lVfr. VowL:S: Y•J~'- ~r:t hin.1 D:lt bJ th-o 
L\lu~C'HnL 

ThE' PRENIJER: '~\,.e g'i)~ nrrc rr, i,){} ai3 an 
1I1SUl'llnf'E' ( rlllV.._.,,,,:i·E:. 

"IV1r. l.lov;r.rs: He ha~ 
could not do the work. 

The PRKWIEH.: I -rlo know the par· 
ticular:s. but all along given hin1 
n,asonabJP o;;ustcnance. At a :::1y rate, we are 
not going to leave the men stranded, "'nd 
we hav" taken ful! pn'cautions to sec that 
no ot.hPrs come out under the ~amP. f'ircurn­
stances, and tht> authorities on the other 
side have been 1varned not to send irnmi­
arants here m1til we can provide for them. 
()ne of thee,e immigrantrl told mo that there 
were quite a number-I do not know ,how 
many-of men sent out throngh the Over· 
seas Settlement Committee on the same boat 
who were going to othm States, and it is 
qulte possible fll1 .-.trrangen:tent ~:vas made 
with the other StatE>:' but '· t has not been 
made with Queensland. 

T\.1r. \TO"\VLER: It \\'Vuid Iook "'') by th~ 
pamphlet. 

The PREMIER : rn 
rhc l1"ll1phlct not 
authorised by thr:; 

l\1r. YowLER : Wh:~ not cancel it' 

Tho PHEMIER: It was cancelled ae> soon 
as it cttme bcfon' my notice. And the Agent--
General was told to inform the Overseas 
Settlernent C'on1mittee not to engage men 

Hon B. (] Theodore.] 
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That ·,E rnatter \\-C> rc­
·ivlth ;he Irnpc·ria1 Goverr;­

·i'Ve \.Yc ... re in a positic•n re. 

GoYernn1ent 
for r he· action.s 

Office in London, 
ap1 \1.:-.ar rha.t thiB 0Yer­

Co: .Inittt•C would not. under 
take upon thPnlt-('h·e::- thP 

~eEd1ng irnrni~:rnnt:-:. to this 
t1F' f' of the _-\gent-

The PEE:\11EP.: Bur rhc~; did do so. 

l\!1,· ELPBT\'STO:\E: It i5 not fair to 
r.:.~.su;J·<C' . :n;.~ ~uch thing. 

The PR£}-HER: I adnlit that it i-s unheard 
cf. 

lV[r. ELPHI:\STU:\E: The Premier has 
n-dmit-t-.ed rha: :-hi:-, CJ\'erseas Senlen1ent Con1-
:rnitt,:e i~ a -.c,mi-l-ioYernn1C'lli institution. and 
--e ;ell ;hat the Imperial Go­

nor take liberties with any 
I think we haH· a perfect 

;his Cherseas Settle­
ha~ n0t done a.nything in 
lr.dni~:!TantB to this coun­

- "'-"1isanc~ oi the Agent-

)i he PRE!1HEr:: Thl ·.· Hlf'ntioncJ that "\Y8 
hitve 250,000 acre'S cc,cn-cd in Queensland, 

they haYc , __ ) authority \YhatcYer for 
st'l.ternt>nt. 

1\'lr. 
'la-d€­
grant 
,,·ith 

ELPHI:;\;STO:c\:E: RefcrC'nce has been 
London of an immi­
of e;old on his back 

it, which we know 
amount which the 

to 'ettlers of a 

{. 1la;1atc: 

\Ye n ~·,of:tnise that an 
r!·w.r conicl only have 

.\i.:t.'nt-Gc·IH.'ral'-3 Office in 
L{lndo·~·!. 

The PRDllER: That was published by the 
(t·versec. ~; 8ettlt·n1ent Comn1ittee. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Do you say it was 
p·ablip,.hc~d hv OvE'rf'e.a.s Settlement Con1-
;Hittc(•, haYii1g ro QnePnsland. \Yith~ 

the co~nisdnc£~ of . the Agent-9"eneral's 
It }~ c·onvC'lvnblc. Tt 1s no nse 

the PremiGr Jrying to she-lve the responsi­
bility for that, as the Government are respon­
Hible for the AgenvGene1·al in London, and 
:t k;nk~ a-. if rl2e Agent-L;eiH'ral or his 
{1( ra.1·T~rr1Cl1~' had ,~(l}j•' SOl1H';hin~t in this 
regard \VJtl'!OUt connnurucanng ... _with the 
Government here. .Jus- show 110\V these 
coloured ~uggtstiolB coloure-d inforina-

cn·e circulated ,~1Lonp; rhe people of Eng­
}Hi:rhcu"Jady tnus~· w·ho propose to 

OTW lPfe-r tO the 
Sth ,J aTJua.r', 

thi.-3 Hou~e. 
I :;,1J.n o~e f'Vt"n.· rnen1ber 

bas a { JP~,-. }jl~ye ·~cn1 se-e a. 'sr:atenlf'nt n1ade 
by {JWr~ AgE'Ylt-Gene}'al-one \Yho has 
n·{ gorr' :h·{ln'J our midf't witl1 full cog-
nisanc·~ an:l iufl :; ltdg~:·. nf r.he~ fa.c:_r,~ as 
'lH"~ left {;pc·JJ}]1g 0t tnls nner-
v'cw. thA says-

,. tn -::ne <"~C;ursf- of conversation I 
],c' rned oi interest to those who 
r1a·- c· put mone-y into Queensland, 
and whc ,,r~ looking forward with 
pJea~urable anticipation ro 1t~ future 
deve]opinent~. IIe has orne over at an 

{Hor,, E. G. Theodore. 

-~·pportu]:c rirne. when the que3tir.:c. nl 
irrnni gr~nion i3 pro1ninently to the front, 
and as ex-}1iniste-r for Public Lands he 
>>rill be in a position to give n1ost valu­
able advice to British ex-service men 
and 'vorn~:.>n who n1ay ronten1plate taking 
adYanta.ge c•f rhe offer of the Imperial 
GoYernment of free· transport to any part 
of ~rhe British Empire." 

That clear!> shmYs the connection between 
the _-\.g-Pnt-(icncral's Offic·e in London un~i 
thi3 CfYc"n':-ea.s RottlE'nlcnt Con1n1ittce. 
this Scttk'ment Committee is the boch-
i~ achnini~H~rin~t thi~ frc0 tr<-.111Sl;Ol'! ci 
Px-Inlperia] sc,rv-icc n1cn to any part t.he 
British Empire. \Yt> \Yill fullc"'" this 
\-ic\Y throngh, :--..nd see \Yhat this pn'SC'llt 
_-\.gent-General ~a~-.'3 in regard to Qucen.slal~l~. 
In the first place, he says-

.. One of the principal areas for settlE'­
ment is in the Burnett district, whe·re 
there are 2.700,000 a·.res aYailable.'' 

That n1av or rnav not be true. There are 
divergent~ opinion~ regarding the quantity oi 
land aYailablP in the Bnrnctt district; and 
if th€- Agent-General had been fair to those 
contmnplating en1igrating to this country, 
he shol!ld ha\·e said that it would be at-
1ea~t fiye vears before these lands are aYa:I­
a ble. The Premier ehakes his head. In the 
first place. the hon. gentleman has to go to 
London, and he has to cajole the British 
Government into lending him money to build 
1'hat raihvay on the pro111isv that. lf t:hey 
lend Queensland enough money, they will pro­
Yide :;::err.lc1nent for Irnperial ex-ser\-ice n1e11. 
\YE kno\Y quire well that is the idt'a, and tht-~ 
Premier has, first of all, to get on the soft­
side of thC' Ihjri::-h GoYcrnlnent to ad...-allf'(~ 
that money chiefly for this purpose, and, 
incide-ntally, I think the British Government 
will be well advised to send some independem 
expE>rt into those areas that are proposed to 

be opened up. I hope that these lands will 
deYelop to such an extE.'nt as to settle a large 
number oi .soldiers: but thev should send 
some independent expert to te'st the veracity 
of this proposition-a gentlmnan who has no 
bias or whose opinion is not influenced by 
the fact t-hat there is a copper mine there 
in which certain £tentlemen have shares­
\Yherc there i... 1;0 parish pun1p to be 
,yorked. and wlJE'lC' the '"hole proposal n1ay 
bE> judge-d absolutely on its merits. That 
would be a fair suggestion to pla.re before 
r he Briti~h GoYernnlent before nurnbers 0f 
ex-service 111en are sent here, perhaps to 
experience condltions ~i1nilar to those experi­
enced bv the men to \Yhom the leader of the 
Opposit;on referred. In referring to the 
tropiral ::'\orth and 1·eferring to the openiHS 
of t-he line from Tm\-11-'Yille to Caim<, :J-h. 
:Hunter said-

" It is estimared that this will open 
up 18.000,00C acres of tropical and semi­
tropital lands ~qitable for sugar-grow­
ing and general agriculture. The line 
will connect up with the Cairns Railway.,, 

Fron1 inforn1ation I have on the subject, 
instead of there being something like 
18.000,000 acres of land suitable for ilgrini. 
ture which will bt Oj;{•necl up by this railwa;, 
I think 100.00~ ac-re~ ~uirable for develop­
tnental rru~·pc·~~s \Yl::>1.dd be rnuch nenrer rhr:: 
1nark. 

Tf1e PREI\JIER : \-o'.l ~a' 100.000 acre-s will' 
be opened up by rhe ra~ilwai from Town.s­
ville to CairD;;: ·? 
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~ ~-t·. ELPI-JI~STO::\E: In n1y judgn1ent, 

H .. J. Rn:-;: Ha Ye you been that far 

llh. ELPHI::\STO~E: I ha Ye been up as 
!'aY as Cairns. and. fron1 the infonnation l 
1-:laYe c·ot from those who should know, I 
'a v it·- is ridiculous to sru.te that 18,000,000 
&c~·e·s of land will be ma-de aYailable. and 
it would be Yen much neccrer the estimate 
to -ay- l 00,000 acres. 

The PRE:IIIER: Do >Ou know of the Oswald's 
Track f'OUntry? "' 

::\Ir. ELPHI::\STO::\'E: I am quite aware 
d that. The hon. gentleman has already 
, n .• d\:L·d nn- kr.tO\Yledg:e on the Innisfail 
matter. and· possibly he~ will find, ultimately, 
that my knowle-dge is much more accurate 
than his own. HmYeYer, I am quite pre­
pared to .abide by my knowledge and my 
source of information on this subject. It is 
a. gross exaggeration to say that 18,000,000 
acres of land will be opene-d suitable for 
settlement purposes \\'hen this line is built. 

Further than that, I ask any man in this 
IIouse if, when that railway is con1plered, 
there is anything in the labour eonditjont:S of 
rile North to~day which \Vou1d encourage 1nen 
to settle there? \Ye know the tunaoil which 
exists there, and under the existing labour 
wnditions it is almost impossible to encour­
age settlement as much as we would like to 
se-e done. \Vhat is the use of any Agent­
General or any Government talking about 
these man> millions of acres of lan-d which 
,d'f held out as a bait to would-be settlers 
when "-e know quite well that there are 
hundrech of soldiers in Queensland who can­
"ot get land, and who have been waiting 
kr months for land that is unopened and 
undeveloped. One has only to look at what 
:s happening at present to see actual good 
grounds for con1plaint, and to see the reason 
whv we ha.ve illustrations such as the leader 
of 'the Opposition has pointed out to-night. 
Reg3rding the Chief Controller of Soldier 
Set,tlenwms. the Agent-General make this 
Ternark, and it has. a. Yery in1portant bear­
cng on the Yote under ron;ideration. He 

" In Queensland there is what is 
called a 'General Controller of Sol-diers' 
Settlements '-a practical farmer who has 
.-wa.de a .5uccess at the work hin1se1f. He 
has his deputies in different districts, 
and all the work on the farms is done 
vith his approYal. All the expenditure 
cf n1one:r has to receive his sanction, 
,,,d in this "-a.- the verv be,t results 
a:e obtained." ~ ~ 

This is ~ statement made by our Agent­
General about six weeks ago in London. 
But what ,has happened since then? Before 
ihe A~>:ent-General lan-ded in London that 
.f;hief 'controller had resigned his position, 
and. instead of this department now being 
in the hands of a competent controller who 
knows his business, we know quite well that 
;he whole administration of this soldiers' 
•<•ttlf>ment matter has come under the entire 
direction of the Lands Depa.rtment, sur­
rounded with the re-d tape of a depart­
' .,cm and controlled by those who ha.-e very 
little practical knowledge of the problem. 
As the Agent-General pointed out, the suc<::ess 
of t.his soldiers' settlement matter lies in 
the fac-t of having at its head a n1an who 
kno''., s his business an-d has prove-d himself 
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;:o be a 'UC'CE'!3:=.::. in that narticnlar line. 1_-et 
thr- ,-uc- factor which- the Agent-General 
~1as held otn. as an inducement for other­
pe-ople r.o corne and tak~ part in this so~di~rs' 
~etrlen.tent ha:=.:. been \Ylpcd out, and 1t haB 
;:one back to the old red-tape system, and 
Is placed under the control of tl_le Minister­
fo,· Lnnds. L'nderstand, Mr. Chairman, that 
I 6111 not casting any reflection. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: He 
ccnainl:\- kno\\·s a lot more about the busi­
ut:;~.;; rL:.n :-ou do. 

:\Ir. ELPHI::\STO::\E: He certainly -does. 
I ,,m quite prepared to admit it, and _I 
\Yould haYe very Inuch greatE•r confidence 1£ 
the ::\linister anc! his departmental officers 
~-enera]Jy would btc: frank enough to 1nake a 
;in1ilar 'achni~8ion. The Ag·ent-General, in 
dea1ing \vith the que~Stion of ad,~a.nres n1a~e 
to the ~o1diers. ovc~rstatcs the pos1t1on--not to 
a ::::rear extent. 1 a·dinit. He says that the 
sol~!ier has £1.250 ach·anced to him. That is 
not r.lw case: £1.200 is the limit, and of that 
£625 " adYanced under the Discharged 
Soldiers' Settlement Act. The second 
advanct>, -..ve know, is the one which is abso­
lutelv uninfluenced bv the fact of that man 
being a soldier. He becomes an applicant to 
the Ag:ricultural Bank for another £575, mak­
ing his total indebtedness £1,200. In my 
judgment, this £1.200 should be consoli­
clated It should be administered at the 
one time, by the one department, and, 
instead of making the soldier depen-dent 
upon the whims of two separate depart­
ments, he should know from the very out­
set that there is to be £1,200 available to 
him which is to be administered by one 
ckpartn1ent. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LAXDS : Which 
do you think the best? 

::\lr. ELPHI::\7STO='IE: I would certainly 
go back ((, the sYstem which put this matter 
ln1der a Controller of Soldiers' Settlement. 

The SECRETARY FOR P-cBLIC LA:\DS: He had 
no nower to issue :n1oney. He had power 
to L:eco:nrnend it. 

::\1r. ELPHI::\STO~E: I understand he 
baJ po\ve-r to authorise nlone,v, and, 
whether he had or not, that system, in 
my judgment, would be an improvement. 
\Vhen the £625 is exhausted. it is next 
to impo"ible to obtain £575 from the 
bank, as it will not recognise the rate 
of adYane05 in practiec in various places. 
\Ve have had instances brought before this 
House repeatedly where an applicant has 
gone to the Agricultural Bank to get the 
balance of his amount, £575. and, se0ing 
that the bank is a.dministered by a separate 
department which Yiews the application in 
a very different manne1·, the applicant has 
to go away with only a portion of the 
adyancc. I will give an illustration to prove 
that the Agricultural Bank views the 
position hom a different standpoint from 
\Yhat the Repatriation Department would 
do It has been the practice to make 
adyances to settlers on growing crops, which 
is verv necessar>. \Vhen a man selects land 
witho~t any capital at all, it stands to 
reason that those financing him should be 
:o;~nnpa.thetic in the manner of advancing 
money ro him upon his growing crops. This 
is a iorm of Pecurity, or a risk, or a method 
of a<.hance which the Agricultural Bank 
will not sanction, and it shows clearly that 

Mr. Elphinstone.J 
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the: twn n1ethod5 of ar1-;,-arcincr a::-.~ con8ic~­
ino:. and tDu:3 are a. d~tri~~~'t rather than 
u lelp to the ,:;oi.dier looking for assistance. 
Then, again. the bank pays -...ery rnuch 
below the ruling rate for clearing and other 
work. Thev look upon the clearing 'n quite 
rr different light frmn \\hat eith~r Tl~P Solchtr 
Settlen1ent or the Repatriation DeiJal'tnlellt­
would do. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LAl'D~: Whac 
rnoney do~s the Repatriation De~Jartrnent 
grant? 

:\Ir. ELPHI:'i"STO::'\E: Oh: ;·ou kno"· wiwt 
I mean-the Lands Dl'partnH~nt. unJer it.:: 

"Discharged Sol-diers' Setth•ment Acet. B'.H 
,!he position is that the adn1inistrator~ o~ 
that Discharged Soldier,_' Settlement Act ,-iew 
the matter in an entirely different light from 
the Agricultural Bank. with the result that 
when a man has exhausted his ori!rinal £625 
he finds himself thro\Yn upon an~ unsympa­
thetic ·department. which Yery often has the 
eff-ect of the 1nan thro\ving up hi~ possibili­
ties and ambitions in despair. I v, ithl)tH 
any fear of contradiction. that 
pr~ctically nono of the.'e settlers 
out of tlw wood yet. and. \\·ith tlw 

·Cost of building ar:d other rnateriah. 
be irnpossiblf_' to finance then1 v~:ith the 
n1onev a\·ailable. I do not v.·ant to rhro\\ 
any c~lc1 water on thi3 Go"\:ernlnent'_-;. att·~?-!npt. 
11either ha ye I doni? ~o at an~: tlnF_·. From_ 
Ul,Y place in this Hous:!. I l;aYP llf'Yf't yet 
criticis0d tht_' Go,·erninentl-3 to 
thE' returnl)d -soldier. But 
position coining to a erisi3. 
that \Ve called attention to rnatt·t'T, 
I can see quite clearly that tlwse 
'vant a great deal n1ort• financial 
thetic asc•istanct~ than they are 
the present tiull"; and \Yh2n we 
ing, it is our dur~- to the 
attention to it. It has 
rhc'c settlcnwnts. "·ith 
1nonev for the~o settlers. to 
1nate1:i.ah in bulk, and h~t the conrract fur 
the erection of th_ house in· piecework. 
'They bought all their material> in bulk. 
and n1ade arraugenu?nts \Yith tradesrnen to 
put up these houses by piecework, thuh­
effecting considerable J.r: th~_· 
J?rection of those hou::.-0s. 
::3-arv for these 1nen to 
rJos~sible direction on aecount 
of tlw Lands Dcpartnwnr 
ra1s1ng thP royalt1t'3 on 
soldier settlers and all those 
looking to erect hous~:,s under 
Dwellings Act now pay £150 lnor,:· for tin> 
bPr in order to put those house.:; up. anci. 
further. the Lands Department is the depart· 
111ent that is Inainly responsible ior t.he extL• 
cost of the building of tho--;e 
counteract that cxtr.a 
Lands Department. 
satne control as the 
settlements. these men ha ,.e to 
opportunities of sa.ving rnoney, 
out the erection of the h'JUSL' 011 

they affect con~iderable econoiny. 
tor of Labour ha-~. issued a noticP to snper­
\·jsors that all picce"\vork rnust 'ye diseon­
. in,1od and only day labour employed. That 
is the wav this GoYemment the 
rf'turned Soldier to 
Sin1ply because it is 
to give perhaps a little raore eg-rnec;;t rrtten­
tion and tirnc to his \vo:tk 
piece\vork, and rherefore 
dPnre of thoug-ht and f~?9ling 7 

[Jfr. E!phinstan!'. 

Pt:.'l'(':.~tt~L~l:" 

ind 'Peil· 
\1\.Thich th8 

hon. IYtC!.11hh':3- opposit,~, 
incre,,·-~t.:>J. co~t of erertion. 
thP Gov·'-'l'lHll.ent 
:£ l5C on <.tCt" ">Unt of 
of tirnber rovaltv. but thev 
out rL.e niece\~·crk' s;-steEl and 
i"trug,giiilg soldier" to engage 
i<:~ attendant additional cost. 

Ir would be intBresring- to 
tions of land thPre are ~in 
for scttlernent-v,:har portions b.__·eE :3u.r-
""',"eyed and an: ;:.etd<:>nlent ut the 
pres€'~1t likP tllf" Minister 
for Land8 us that information. I 
an1 nF)l'c- rs I said th8 other night, 
in set'ing thar, we ·n::> a""~;ailable. and 
arrangeinent:~ nLcde for se!:tle:r:nent of 
our n_'turrwd n2en. l'ather that tbr_:: ~~ 
lleop1e irom OYl?r.,ea" \\-lF) ~1!·.-· 1nokin; to 
Queensland for a 'non1E· and co~ne her.· i:1 
hundred;;. po::;s1blv thousands. sh.)xe d·e 
fate to ,vhich tl~e le.J.der of the Op:?osition 
ha~ c.alled attentioL 

:\h. 
'' ords on this 
of the hon. 
ber3- thought that 

the leader oi tlh? 

:"Ufficien! t•J ;:;ho's 

··In 
I1.untt"L alT 
ti~~ Gun.>n1nwnt 
! ' diflicultv. 
o~ L.11ld a 

power was 
in Council, by 
the nrovisions 

r.J:-:~- of Great 

Yit· 
to 

there would 
large area 

in providing 
o£ throwing 

~~a~?~. of Quef~ns-

Tho:1e ai·e- the ~tatcrnent>3 r.naCie b;: the Agent­
General-that if arrangementE were made by 
the Irnpcrial Govern1nent, thBre vvould be no 
difficulty in g-etting land. That fL)rtion w·as 
jpft out bv the hon. member fnc Oxley, 
although h~:: quoted the portion_ above ~,nd 
th2 porti01i below. 

.. A.t fi · n n1in;_tte" before- 2 o)doek 
~he C:HAIRU.TA~ resurned the chtnr 

i\lr. P A YKE (JJ£itchell) : The hon. member 
for Oxley wanted to make out that he did 
not wish to harass the Governrnt~11t, or do 
anything to preven~ ~ldiers pr pcopl.e from 



:s'~p oJ.,~ C0!i~'.!.tr:,- I h::t YC 
i:~t0l~lPJ .: :1Jl n~g:lt, . EJ 

,_:-_·e~·:: OpprJ::-,ti0E Jy,:< 
·· stinking fish... The HlCnll_}·-·:· 

arri•:ing tlE· acrt.:age fitted 
~ettletnen;: i!: Burnett distriet. 

to n1e not ro haYe nuoted facts at 
n1ust ki~O\\- that the :Burnett district 

iF:>E'll considerc..~d '"·ith respect to raihvays 
GoYern1nents. durin; the last twenty 

I ouid like to ask the hon. men,bec· 
he think:~ the present L1 ndcr Secre­
Lands has an,- knowledge of the 

G; ;od and bad land in Queensland~ Adn1it 4 

ti:ng. for the sake of argurnent. that he is not 
nractical rnan himself. hi~ experts have 
~ over this area vear after '"'"ai·. and this 

1.\Ir. Grahanl sa.id in s\vorn evidence 
3rd October. 1919. before the Public 
Conunission-

.. I have known the Callide countrv 
intimatelv from bovhood. I was bori, 
in that district. The ::--forth Burnett I 
have inspec:ted. and I say unhesitatingly· 
that there 1s no place in the State-! go 
so far as to sav there i~ no area in the 
Commonwealth_::._so suitable for close 
settlement a5 are these nro areas that 
are now proposed to be tapped b~- these 
railways. I han• said a good deal at 
different tin1es on this aue~tion. Three 
tintes I gaYe evidence before a Select 
Committee of the Fpper House. and I 
would like to tender my opinions ili 
those cases to the Cornrnission. One \vas 
in Decetnbrr. 19::.5: anoth>-_'1' in ( ktohL'L 
1816: ;:; nd the last in ~oYelnb~_·r. 1917. 
The e\·idence I then gave v;as a3 

follows (21st December. 1915\:-
The ~1anv Peaks-~e\v Canninda.h 

extension o( 27 n1iles 53 chains is rhe 
first step in the way of opening up the 
famous ::\ orthern Burnett. than ,:rhich 
there is uo better land for close settle­
ment in the State. Hundreds of thou­
sands of acre• can be made available 
by funher extensions tn ·this line. but 
the pn'.'-"t'Ht propu::-aL be::-ide_-. 
up copper deposits at Cannindah. 
bring within reasonable distance of a. 
railY\ ay f~ll' :wttl·?lllPllt jlUr'liG-<:f',.; 2G6.432 
acre' of land immediatelv available 
for selection. besides 58,240, acres held 
under lease. and 128,900 acres held 
under grazing selection. which could 
be resumed. and 14.157 ,acres of timber 
lands 'si thin nroclain1ed State forest 
resern;.s.' ~ ~ 

Ck [Pge 26. :Hr. Graham said tiJis-

,, I sa>· without anv hesiution that 
those raiiways are absolutely necessary in 
the mterests of dose settlement, and it 
does not matter what the·: cost. It is 
generally stated that in th'e ::\orth Bur­
nett there are 4,000,000 acres of land. 
Say there are 2,000,000 acres of first-class 
agricultural lanc1. 'That land at the pre-
5ent time has a nominal value of 10s. 
per ,acre. One railway vvill not open it 
up: we will have to have branch rail­
wavs as feeders from the main line 
itself. It will be wasting good land not 
to do it. If you go 10 miles from the 
railway you have to give big areas, 
whereas vvith railwav communication 
iumdy the land ~an be' CLlt up into small 
areas. If you put a raihvay in ther_e, 
that land will be worth froln £3 to £4 
:en acre. That will mean a value of 
£6.000.000 at £3 ccn acre. or £8.000,000 

at £4 a:~ Ln6.r.-r th0.~::: en_ '.J.e-:­
it m.atte:~ v.-ln:: the 

that an' n1ernber cf th:s 
n1ad2 sure of hi>:: f;J,ct;; 

that the area nlentioned. 
existed. I have travelled 

ar~'·a.~. aucL although I du not c~ai1n 
to be au ex:pt::-rt. I an1 an Australian native 

of the second generation. and 
[9 p.m.] haYe done a gt·eat deal of farm-

in£5; q,nd \Yhen the hon. lllE'!liL>t · 

for Oxley says. that Queensland has no land 
,·Yailable for settling soldiers or people from 
ab'road u~}on. I know he is sa:ving sornething 
that i,- abs.olutelv incorrect. I admit that a 
good deal of money will haw to be s~ent 
on the :\orthern portion of thi3 State to 
oper:. up the n1ost valuable areas of land 
I ha Y€' .s':'en in anv part of Australia. One 
ca10 go from Moiloy through scrub right 
round the coast to Cooktown: men who have 
been livjn~ there for Years have given sworn 
e\·idence that that belt of scrub runs right 
1·ound to Cooktown. \Vhat is the goo ... 1 
of trying to n1isrepresent? 

::VIr. ELPHI);STO~E: That 1s just \v(:.at \Ye. 
did not v:a~lt to do 

:\h. PA Y:\'E: I am 
for Oxley ~N dly rni~repre:-:Pnted 
of (.Juecn~la.nd to-nig-ht. 
raihYa\- ('(_Hnnntnication -..·:ill ha....-e 
\-ided "and that it will cosr a 
nwne\-. The h-on. nletnbcr for 
out ihat the building~ \>:ere 
to-day they \Yere sonH tin1e ag·o. 

::\Ir. ELPHI~STO~E: Soldit>rs · buildings I 
referred t•:'. 

:\h. PA YXE: I am afraid 
n:.or<-:·. Is that the fault of this 

~1r. ELPHIXSTOXE: "1.-t).S. it ·-= Yo-;..;. (1'::"2 

rai~inf?:· the ro:. alty. 

:\,lr. P A Y:'\E: _\nwrica. 
~eEdin o· anvthina 
Galv~:,l~i.~.ed lron o 

he ... ~hu..t 
thei,· 
to-dar is. 

understand the per tr,'r I 
memb€'1' fol' anY other n1a.n com-
plain:ing about . so rnuch 
if tlH~v could nt'o\-,.? 
less~t'hat th; 
these plac ~::. could procured 
:rate. rnu:0r knov: tha.t the-
HL.Lterial rising CYf'ry clay. and 
nossible to rnake thf'~e bu.ilding-::; 
\V ill anyone, s-~.y th~· , ·-

by clenu.ndni.g day 
l-ook throtu:d1 th~ 

he would find that the 
RaihYays. ~Ir. Pazet. 
doubt that the r~~lv.~av,;: t' 
YFere built lEuch 'cheaper 
by day Labour h:7 contract. 

done for 
l:>uilding 
a lesser 

0~ 
nut 

ci1eape:: 

~It. 8IZEP.: TIJ.3t wa3 unde_· a L:.b.-:-::a~ 
Go,·el'n.l::tent. 

:'~h-. P A Yl\E: It do-es "ot mat•~:· 
it v:a;3: under a Libei'al •,"Jl' ~1 La.bour 
n1ent.. Anyone 1.-rith an 'Junce uf cvmiHOE.. 

that. properly ~uper,·ised. ua ~r 
rhan any other s•:f:ten: f01· 
honse'i Or railwa~s o1· the 

ar:ything el~e. V I do 

-it. 
they ar: :n earne~t 

Prem.it.:~·- \dwn he 
suti:icier;.t HhJEey tD Jo 

Mr. Poyne.] 
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( -, k h~:."' :Ltinl~HC·(~ :~ golng to 
c bout roo. AnY-

t\t.:· aq.ruln(·nts of the OppO­
cr uld ~et' rhey .:ne rai~ing 
rhe~Y Ct·H be prL·Y01lt the 

he arriYes i:1 England, being 
.. uc(·t·s~ we t·xrwct hin1 to be. ~-eYerthe­
I think he i• ·going to encer·ed. and that 

to get suffil·i<'nt n1one~· to dcYr::lop 
indn~rrie.;, 1 kno1Y Y(·rv 

of the Oppo>ition do no't 
the ~tf'l'l \York~ a succe~;, in 
J)ppositlon .. di:3sent.) They do 

~lOt •vanr thc\.~E' \Ycrk.~ to -.ucceed hef'au:;:e 
t1w-- ;,re the ::-upporrers of a cL-1.:;.~ of people 
1r:. this country \Ybo do not belleYc in Starp 
.c-ntr-rrrrise. 

:\I,·. Yowns: I dtn"t. 

:;\'l:r. P A Y:\"E: It i-; hon0st to make that 
::-tctH mcur. ::\or. bPhcYing- in Stare cnter­
n·ise~. it is only natural -to expPCt tha.t the 

hon. 111E'!nbcr ,.,.ill place t:·Yery ob~tac1e he 
can iu the '"ay of State cntf'rprises. That 
is \-·hat hon. lnC!nber~ oppo::.ite haYe been 
{1c~ing ro~night. They ha~:e been hovdin~; 
about the trc,anncnt meted out to returned 
soldiers in Qneemland and about the cost 
,,£ uecting their buildings. If they only 
spent a little tin1e looking up facts, and "-ere 
fair-minded. theY would find that the 
:rE'turned .-:oldiers ··who are settled in Qu-eens­
land are f."Ptting a better deal than th<?y arc 
in anY ('ther State in the Conll110l1\Yealth. 
l chailenge the leader of the Opposition or 
any of hi:3 supporte1·~ to p1·oye otherwise. I 

sick mHl tired of hearing ti1e~e 1nen, "-ith 
rongups jn their cheeks, sa:'-·ing they 

wc•uld like to see this «ountrY build the iron 
c...nd sH•e1 I\Ol'k5-, that theY \\:ould like to see 
the secondarY induorries e~tablished. and that 
th<'v would l;ke to se<> this the queen State of 
th,: Common\Yealth. As a matter faet, all 
their arguments durimr the debate on the 
F1nancia) Statetnent and the Estin1ates haYe 
!ed rne to b(~lieYe that a~· far as Queensland 
1~ ~ o:K1 .:ned they do not ('a,re an:'thing .. and 
they "onld do anything to block the only 
I_.,,--,,bour Governin{'nt in the world fron1 earry­
·;ng our their policv and n1aking thi~ a better 
Stc.re than any other in the Con1nl011\Yealth. 

The SECRETARY FOR PL:BLIC LA:\"DS: 
Jf the re:markf:: of the ho11. n1e1nbe1~ for Oxley 

et e <'.!.1krv-\ed to go c. ut without contradiction, 
~rne Pf''-)Pj,_. >)\-ho do not kncn\ the facts of 
the cMe might belicv<- them. He 'tarred off 
·by :<tying- he <1.1d not ri~e for the pu.rpo~e 
of ;.i-p:ing any injury to the Governrnent. In 
PlHieavotn:rH:r to in1urf' th1 GoYernment he 
- dcnng .._811 in!,liry r.o Queensland. He 

Dracticallv on the sa1ne 1lnes as 
;nembf'r "ior Murrumba the other 

.pv1-:ning-. I knov\-' the hon. n1en1lx>r had a:n 
Jrnrwrff'cr. knowledge on the subject about 
v1'hicb JH ::<p0kt on that or-ea~ion. and_ I hope 
he wi1J _be :·na?. e~1ough to g:et up and adn1it 
he made· .a n11sra Ke. 

J\1r. \VARREX: I wiB p!·0ve it is true. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:\'D"S: 
The secretary of the association which has 
{(lJJtr{)l {1£ tht? '>, ]H11e hus]n{'",s ha~ contradicted 
what t.he }:on. r.nernber Sk1:i{L 

M·· WARR'C\: It has :rot the C'ontroJ of 
the- who}e buSine5>:. 

1hf SECRETARY FOR Pl~BLIC LANDS: 
The hon. n1ernber :for Oxl&y referred to re­
_rRtriabon with regard to £ett1ing so]diers 
{.n the Ja,nd. Rer::··rtr~ation has i:bsohdeiy 

[lllr. Paynt. 

:nc,rhing IYhaten:r to do \Yith settling -:'(qd: 
0:1 rhe~ land. 

:\Ir. SrzER: That \Yas only a mistake. 

Th'c SECREL\RY FOHFCBLIC L~:\"DS: 
I dre'iY his attention to it on nlOl'f' than 
orcasion \Yhen he wa.~ speaking. I want TG 

tell the readers of •· Hansard" that repairlz­
tion ha' nothing wha.teYer to do 1Yith 
.•cttlemcnt of wldiers on the land: bnt 
Ql1eenBlancl Go,·ernment haYe all to do with 
it. The hon. nwmber did not tell n> ho'. 
h,, would propose to cl ea! \Yith th~ people's 
n1one-:-.· out of the Governn1ent SaYing-s B2 -::.k 
in .t.he n1atter of the adYances the bar~k 
makP~. Po"ibl:;' he would like the GoH"rJ> 
111ent SaYing-s Bank to ca1'1'~- on in the ~a:rn~­
slipshod fashion as some of the concerns ''" 
ha.~ been associated with, which probab}y 
fell to the ground on that account. It is as 
\Yull to be candid about these things. \Vhen 
any hon. n1e111ber of this House, in order 
to· injure the GoYernment. tries to de~trc Y 

the good \York the,, are doing with regard 
to the settlen1ent of soldiers on the 1an2, 
they are poor Austra.1iaus and poor patriot~. 

:\Ir. \YARRE:« : You cannot stand criticism_ 

The SEC'RETAHY FORPrBLIC LA:\"DS; 
The GoYernment doee not mind the criti­
CI~lll. I haYc 3-f'ores of letters at nlY off>€.' 
from soldiers \Yho have tried their iuck :,., 
othee pa.rts of A .. ustralia and haYe con:Je 
here. After ha Ying been ;<ettled on the land, 
they haYe expressed their gratitude to the 
Queensland GoYernment for \Yhat has bed> 
clone for them. 

Go\"ERX)!ExT :\IDIBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECHETARY FORFCBLIC LA:\"DS: 
The ho11. member has referred to the fad 
that the Land Settlement Committee werf> 
not doing a fair thing by the soldier•, and 
the reason 1Ya5 that since }Jr. Rose CE'a5ed' 
to be comptroller there has been no practic .. 1 
Inan on the comn1ittee. 

:\I r. STZER: Tell us 1Yhy :\Ir. Ho6e left. 

The SECHETARY FOH PGBLIC LA:'-;DS: 
He resign~cl. That is all I know about ic. 
I think the man was OYenYorked, really. J 
interjected. \Yhilc th<' hon. member for Oxlc•· 
\Yas speaking, that the least practical ma;1 
on that committee knew a lot more abo,,:; 
rha.t business than the hon. member for 
Oxley does. \YP han' gentlemen on th<.t: 
('onunittee who ha Ye been associated with 
pa,toral. grazing, agricultural, dairying, 
poultry-keeping~ and beekeeping~in fa.r:, 
there i-s no primary industry in Australia. 
rhat ther have not been a;<Sociated \Yith; a.nd 
still \Ye. haYe the hon. member for Oxle"l" . 
in order that a little of the mud that he ':9 
throwing about n1ay stick on the GoYern­
ment. making those \rild statements. I say 
that it is a poor specimen of a patriot who 
will speak about returned soldiers \Yith hie 
tonRue in his cheek, and pretend that he 
is r heir friend. 

\Yith regard to day labour. it haB been 
pron·d bevond a doubt that the best work 
in buildiJ1g, the conetruction of railway~, 
or anything else. is done by day labour. In 
proof of this, I would refer to the big 
cyclone in the ::\orth. 1vhen eYerything '''?._'3 

blown do·wn practically except Go-rernn-.iPTit 
buildings c·mstructe.d by day labour. This 
can be a:::certained bv anvone who n1akes 
l!l' UO!'OE. The hrm. n1ember tried w make 
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tlrr; p2ople belie.-e that. owing to the fact 
tha: the Queensland Go.-ernment i~ c.ha"g· 
iru; a higher royalty for their timber, the 
;.;o~dier5- are paying 60 n1uch more for their 
homes n{)W. As a matter of fact. there is no 
stJ.ch thing as a royalty on timbei· in Qu.eens­
llnd a.t the present time. The Forestry 
Department are sellers of timber, and we are 
,,eUing it lower than private enterprises are. 
_\not her thing: For fencing or rough build­
{r_~' purposes. or an:vthing e1sf.~. there is not a 
·'·)icher on our land. with the exception of 
pcaces like Mount Hutton and Cecil Pla.ins, 
vd:1ere there is not ~nfficient timber growing 
with v;hich. if a n1an desires to ·work it. he 
can build his own cottage. Further than 
ba.r. tllP Land Settlement Committee are 
n•)\IY about to consider the question of getting 
L ne !ling· mills. so that where timber is 
~<lentiful~- thPs2 rnllls 111U\- be taken to cut 
t im her a i the lo\Yest ·possible price for 
s·:·lclier settlementii. \Ye have hon. member" 
crJposite getting up and slandering the Go­
v -:-rntnent by false statements. and getting 
them into "Hamarcl .. , It is a pitv that 
anybody 1s so petty-minded as to· make 
>~a.rement> like that. I resent that ae a 
Queenslander. and "" one who. with a num­
b r of otlwrs, have clone all \Ye possibly can 
f~H thP ~ettletnent of soldier~ ou our land:-.; 
.a::td I believe t.hat, when the final chapter is 
Yn:ittPll "\Vith regard to soldier settlernent. it 
v,-i!l be found that Queensland has clone 
l:1finiteh· n1ore than anY other State 111 

ALl>trali'a in this matter. · 

Go\-ERX}IEXT 1\IDIBERS: Hear. hear: 

Question put and paY'ed. 

DEPART1IEXT OF PuBLIC WORKS. 

The PREMIER: I move-That £272.40G 
be- gTantecl for '·Department of Public 
'\1,r or~~.'·' 

Question put and pa.ssed. 

THE TREASCRER. 

T:,e PRE~IIER: I move-That £939.532 
:be granted for "The Treasurer." 

Mr. SIZER: \Yith regard to the item for 
\! )rker~ · honH~s. the Governrnent are evi­
<iently not very- desirous of going- far with 
t:tar scherne during the forrhco1ning year~ 
i' thev ha.-e onlv .-otecl £25.000 for it. On 

verv' modest estimate of the C<lst of build-
iil these days, a house would cost n{)t 

less than £500. which proYes that the Gohrn­
u~nr do not intend to build more than fifF 
workl'r.s· hon1es during the year. ~ 

The PRE~IIER: There is no use m 
-~ppropriating more than we shall require 
during the present time· of the year. It d{)es 

mean that we are going to C{)nfine our-
to fifh. or one hundred. {)l' to am· 

number. Tliere are a lot of ·preliminary 
::tnangements to be entered into before a 
b~g scheme of workers· homes can be carried 
out. Land has to be acquired, and inquiries 
hC!Ye to be made a~ to where homes are 
1~~ost required. and where there is nlOH con­
c;e~rion. Then reo;ulations haYe to be 
fearn~?<d. and Drg·anisfition entere-d into before 
the bailding< can be ,started. \Ye ha.Ye onlv 
p:;: what we think we will actually 

June 

br fore J nne-. It is obYiOU3 that the-re 
ve-~y fp;,v h 11.l3P3 fini:3hPd before nex:: 

::\h. SWA YXE · I h;n·e some. CDr.espond­
ence here with regard to rhe positiooc of thi'J 
Inkern1a.n irrigation schenH?. A lot vf tt1e 
fan11ers there are very n1ucl1 concerned as t.) 
tht; prosppcts of the scheme and the way 
in which the cost is piling up under the dav­
labour svstem. which was so highly eulogised 
on a pl·eceding Yote by- the Se~reta~y £~~r 
Public Lands. The writer of th1~ letter ~> 
).h. John M ann, who gives me the authority 
to me hi~ name. He says that he thinks he 
is safe in saving that at least 50 per cent. 
of the farmei~' a-re frig-htened of the schen:·_ 
on account of the hig-h coO't which is being 
pilNI up by the day-labour system. He 
sa vs-

~ "The re~ident engineer is doing hi3 
best. but i1e is sadly ha.ndicapped by 
reason of the 'rro slow· policy which i::;, 
ram pant on the j{)b. Apart from the 
work done by labour-saYing 111achinery, 
I estin1ate that the 'vork i:;; three tinleB 
as costh- as it would be under a dif­
ferent rf.ginlP." 

:i\lr. BRE:.'\:.'\A:'\: I rise to a point of 
orc!L'r. I think that lette1· should be laid 
on the table of the House. 

~lr. S\\-AY:"\E: I ga.-e the writer·~ name. 
There is only part of the letter here. beca\.!S<3 
only part of it refers t{) this scheme 

The PRDIIER: Would it not be better to 
sec me afte·rwards and hand the lerter to 
me? (Laughter.) 

:i\Ir. SlY A Y:.'\E : }!r. }!ann speaks about 
the expen~e of thP "\York and it::; slow pru­
gre::3s. He also sa v~-

" In .-iew of. the two seriou~ droug·ht& 
which took place while the work was in 
progress. could not a sy3te·n1atic attempt 
have been made ro use the wells sunk t" 
tYater as 1nuch cane as possible ?n 

The point raised in this letter is that several 
well::- were sunk, and~ as it \Yas a dry tirne1 

the farmers wanted the water pumped from 
the wells on to their farms. so that they 
could sa .-e their crops. There was a serious 
drought on at the time, and the farmers 
were in bad circumstances and wanted the 
water. The letter goes on-

" If a Con11nission were appoint&d. t-o 
inquire into the cost of the work. it 
\Yould be an eye·-opener ... 

Then. later on, he says-
" \Yhile the work was in prog:·e"'· 

could not a. systematic attempt have beerc 
made to use the wells sunk to water as 
much cane as possible? -Is it not a fact 
that the G{)\-ernment refused permission 
to a. settler to install his own plant, the 
sai-d 8ettler being disgusted v ith the 
delay in completing the scheme?'' 

Then, later on, he says-
" \Yill the Government call for a :·eport 

from them as to whether thev are satts­
fied with the progress of the 'work,,,. 

Then. later on. he savs-
" I think I a~ safe in sac.-ing that at 

least 50 ner cent. of the farniers here at"r!: 

frightened of it. How is it that tb" 
farn1er:3 her{? are appl:v-ing for it:Ave t1 
erect their own plants to avoid the heav~ 
cosr of the scheme., You cai' as•>.'rtain 
,y}p,· the denartntent refu5ed De:::·rnissio:;_ 
thi~ _\-t'~ll' roL So-and-So to ere~-:t 1:1~ ,:·L 

p1anr.·· 
PR~:~:IF.?.: \Y1uF ha.;-e yo;._:_ b"~ot:: oat 

l 
Mr. Swayne.] 



327'1 [ASSE::I1BLY.] 

::o~mc~ nthl"r 
~lYl'n yoll :-Iv:' 

and rhu \'.·riter·::: na,:'lH. l-ie 
a bout the carelessness cf rho:::e 

in the "·ork. I think the Treasurer 
exnlain ho\Y it ·was that nothing was 

ro SaYe the farn1er5' crops during- the 
tirne, or ·wh,- it IYHS that ~ome of the 

:r~::.-rnf-'r-3 \YPre p~·e-.;;ented fron1 using their 
r,,yn plhnt'. 

::\ir. COLLI:'\S (who \\'as receiYed with 
Go,·~:.~rnrnent " Hear. hear8 !''): I object to 
r.he hon. n1en1ber for ~Iirani interfering in 
my e~ectoratc. (liear, hear: 1 I 1night point 

to the hon. llll'tnher for :\Iirani that thP 
Hill farn1ers are an organised body, 

an intelligent organised body. and they 
directly with the member for Bowen. 

GOYERJO!E:\:r ::\IE:I!BERS: Hear, hear! 

~.Ir. COLLI:\S: There i.s a, Y€ry strong 
tll'ganisation there: and if it i.s tnlP, as the 
hon. member for :\Iirani says. that 50 per 
eem. of ·the farmers were dissatisfi0d with 
the protrress of the work, \YOuld they not 
han• held a meeting and haYe communicated 
witl1 1n0 dir(~<'t ·: Lflear. lH'ar :) I SUlJllO:OC 

't is some disgruntled opponent of the 
Labonr partv who has approached the hon. 
!llember for :Vlirani, knowing that he is 
willing to do this kind of work. He is 
always interfering in other people's electo· 
re.tes. The farmers are there on the spot, 
and they can see all the \York as it is going 
on. It is a peculiar thing that the hon. 
n1en-1ber says they are n1aking slo\Y progress. 
Some of the men there are complaining 
that they are being rushed. There is no 
·· go-sio'v " about the lnkerman irrigation 
:-cheme-no ·· go-s1ow" at all. F.Yeryonc 
knows that. It is the lack of cement 
and other materials that causes a delav 
at present. It is owing ro the ;;hipping 
strike for \Yhich the hon. member for :Miram 
is to wme extent responsible. (Opposition 
laughter.) He is responsible, to some extent, 
for the shipping strike, because he supports 
the party in power who refused to settle the 
strike. EYe none knows that if the La hour 
party had been in power there would haYe 
bt!t'n no strikP. Owing to th.P shipping strik~·. 
we are unable to get cement and other 
materials to push the work ahead, as the 
Treasurer \Yould desire. If there is am·­
thing that will stand out in the future as 'a 
monument to the Treasurer of Queensland, 
it will be the big things he is endea Youring 
to bring about. A big irrigation echeme, 
such as the irrigation schen1e at Inkerrnan, 
the biggest of its kind in Queensland. and 
one of the largest schemes of the kind in 
tiw Australian Commonwealth. will stand out 
a;;; a n1ontunent to the Treasurer, just the 
eame as the iron and steel works will 
srcnd out as a monument to the Queensland 
CoYernn1ent for having done big things. 
Hear. hear !) The hon. member for :\1irani 

should attempt to deal with big things 
instead of continuallv dealing with small 
things and listening~ to ~'!Hall whispC>ring.; 
from time to time. 

Mr. Sw.n-xE: The farmers will lo.se their 
crop~. 

:'lh·. COLLI:'\S : I know the hon. mem.ber 
xccc-h·ed Ietters fron1 sugar~gro\Yers dealing 
with the irrigation scheme at Inkerman. The 
scheme is one of the best we haYe in Queens­
~a1Hi. and. in ... tead of trying t'J r:]r':l\\. ro'r 1 

water on it. the hon. n1en1ber for Mirani, if 
he is the practical farmer he talks about 
beir:g, ought to be pleased at the progress 

[Mr. Swayne. 

h )1~. 

rh at. 

talks a;Jcn;;t the· 
PiNwer. Jn hjs 

nwke hin1 

n1ade. The 
i rri g:a tio~1 
electorate. 
plen.::-ed IYith 
schem.e. 

the progre;;;:s of Inke:.:.Ir. an 

Que.:;;.rici! pnt aiH~ pa~:3-ed. 

Tlw )'l_{E}IIER mo' ccl-'!'hat .£3S.C'C' , h_; 
Q'ranted ror ·· Deparunent ot Pu.b!IC La:r.::cs ' 
::_for wjrc-netting and forestry. 

Question put and passed. 

DEPARTJ.IEXT OF AGRICCLTLRE AXD S'IOC:K. 

The PREC\IIER moYed-That £45,000 be 
granted for ·' E~tablishment of Abattoir~." · 

::\lr. Gu:'\:'\: I wouid like a little infor· 
Ination about these State abattoirs. There 
\Yas no appropriation last year, but I u~der­
~tood son1e years ago there 'vas 2. :te~ce 
erected at \Yolston which cost £245 a nnle. 
I ,,-ant to draw attention to an article in 
the "Daily Standard" of 7th February, 
1919. The article has the following 
heading:-

,, PcRE FooD FOR THE PEOPLE. 
'' EcGE STATE SCHElllE I:\ PREPARATI0:-1. 

"Six abattt:;irs and one hunrlra? m£at .shops. 

''Complete Elimination of the Profiteer." 

There is one paragraph here which is very 
interesting, and which I would like to Tead 
to the H'Ouse-

" The launching of this scheme wiU 
mean that the GO\·ernment will be able 
to supply State meat promptly to at least 
75 per cent. of its people. The necessary 
arrangements are now being made to 
supply that number of people on the 
basis of 15G lb. of beef and 30 lb. of 
mutton per head per year. In the 
meantime, and until the necessary pro­
Yision can be made to supply the remain· 
ing 25 per cent. direct from the State 
establishment, the selling price of mea-t 
will be so regulated that these people 
will receive a much better deal than 
they are getting to-day." 

Then there is a map here showing all the 
abattoirs that we are going to have in 
Queensland. This map looks something like 
a spider's web in fly time. with a lot of 
flies plotted in. !Laughter.) It says at the 
foot of the n1ap-

, " The encircled towns in the above 
map are the proposed sites for abatto\rs 
under the Labour Gm·ernment's big 
scheme. In the case of Richmond ami 
Hughenden. also Longreach and 
Emerald, they are alternative sites." 

I see there is to be an abattoir at Brisbane, 
one at \Varwick, one at Charleville. one at 
Longreach, one at Emerald. one at Wimon., 

~ one at Cloncurrv. and one at 
[9.30 p.m.J Richmond, and tbsr"' are others 

along the coast. If the £45.000 
is going to establish all these abattoirs, then 
it is going a long waY. I hope that the 
money of the people o( Queensland will not 
be \Ya>ted on these abattoirs. I think there 
are better uses to which the monev can he 
put than in spending it on abatioirs. Jf 
the GoYernn1ent want a.ba.ttoj:r~. the bE'st 
thing for, them tt) do is ro buy vne {.:i the 
E:ea.nvork.~ ,r1cwn "the river. 
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the ="lGn. :.r:en1be:_· i0r 
;:har. ·when Yote like 

t.hE' CcnnlYJit,t('c the leaH 
can ,{10. i~ to_ give us :3o~ne 

.s t.o tnc ~ntentions cf the {_;o. 
,,,gardlng rhe establi~hment oi 

\Ve a.rP told in what place 
locateJ, or who are 

t' 3erve-d b, the abattoirs. _4_re 
tlJ :.tsed !or kii'ling State cattle only, 

vr .,, r hE·y :o takt: the place of -chc v-arious 
!,leatv.;orks! \\--:~.._,arc entitlf-.d to that informa· 
Lc,n. l {lo not knuv.· 'vhether t.he vote refers 
c,n>v t·O abattoirs in tbe metropolitan area, 
;-:::::nd we ehouJd be giYen so1ne inf.onnation on 
that point. .;v1v own idea is that if this 
c£45.00C ;, re~ be epent in connection with 
battoir~ for the n1etropolitan area, those 

r he Yards where ea ttle a re 
si1nnld -be erecTL'cl in a~ clo-:;e 

t•ro~\}~nlr:-- as possible so as to avoid the 
·.;niJf-~e~:"-~.ry txpense of retrucking. 

Ho~:. Vv~. H. BARNES: The hon. member 
i(r V\~ind:;;;o1· has 2sked a fair question. \Ye 
are r~ked to pass a vote of £~5,000. Is 

aD: trusiness in it.? ~1y reason for 
that question is that we are no'v in 

rn(1nth oi February~ and that these Esti· 
:mi<<'' will run out on the 30th June. Has 
1a:-:~y (1£ rhat n1oney been spent? 

The PP.E51!ER: ::\one of it has been ~pent 

Hoo:. \Y. H. BARXES: X one of the 
h,r~ been spent, and the hvn. gentle­
shortly going to the old country. Is 

any rhance of any of it being spent? 

PRD!lER: Ir will be spe:1t \Yhether I 
or not. (}-lear, hear :) 

Hox. \Y. H. BARXES: \Ye all know that 
cf there is anything the GoYerntnent are good 
at. it i::: E-pending 1noncy; but \Yhat we 
wct:rd tc know noiY i~ what i~ thr~ poljcv 
of the Government in connection with these 
'" battoirs. Last night I drew the attention 
-A the Committee to rhe fact that it has 
'"··cen erated b:v a ::\linister in another place 
that the policy of the GoYernment should 
he that onh- those places which are loval to 
the GoYerl11nent should receive c'-'ertain 
~hing!3. I want to know. if this n1onev is to 
be Sj1€ll1, will it be neeessary for the cpeopJe 
to g1ve an ae.:surance of their lu\alt" to the 
~iovf'rnm~nt lref_ore an_\ portion o~f th-e Inoney 
::s spent 111 then locality~ 

l\h. YOWLES: I think the Premier 
.shn11ld f.~lYC ~on1e answer to the QU€'.5'· 

:7.CtrJ3 which haYe bt•en asked by hon. 
:nJ-:n-:~ben:. A ~un1 of n1oncY 'iYas YOted 
.o:o:me :ear~ ago for the estUblishn1ent of 
. -. battoirs for Brisbane. Afterwards we dis­
covNed that smne of that money had been 
spenr Ctn ·work done by day Jabolir. and. that 
o+ cmt £2SC per mile for fencing. and 
£15 10s. P"r acre for elearing the land. Is 
there an:v bu~iness in this? Or is ir sin1plv 

election dodge"? If the hon. gentlen1all 
ooot gi;-e :he information asked for, 

we mmt rorne to the conclusion that there is 
l- ,t~1ne~s in tbe Yote. \~~hen the -depart­

·u:ent <1~k fc·r £45.00C. theY 111u~t stlrelv 
~(uP_ .:;;chenle ,,·ith rega1:d to c-:battoirS, 
I rh1!·1k the Pren1ier ~hould giYe us 

~cnJe ex}J:ar:arion respecting it. 

h. ~· 

TA YLOR: I intend to press the Pre­
~c ;:Yf an ant:.wer to this question. He 
r e-ft re t!•s Con11n1ttee a propcr;;;aJ to 

~-£45.CCIC'. ar::cl }le Las not £"1VPD U'3 one 
~C::." ~J .ci ~:r:ionnatiun -as :o whEn 

intr·nd:3 to ~pend the 1noney: 
~ 1U1'l:)O~e he proposeS tO spend it. 

sRid. there is no business in· 
it is on!:-- humbug, let him get 

E1!'!-d us t.hat it 1s hun1bug, and we will 
(ii;;.cus:;;in.g the Jnatter. But, personally, 

IV'I feel inclined to allow a vote like 
ro go through without getting son1e in­

fcnr .1tion rc·specting it. It 1nay be politics 
eo -,·irhholcl the information asked for, but it 
j s not plc,:::ing the gan1e. All ·we want to 
kr,e;y j, \\"here the aba.ttoir5 are to be estab­
li<;k,l. w'w ie to be serYe·d by those abattoirs, 
and are the> to be constructed for the 
,laughter of State cattle or for the slaughter 
t:.! eattle belonging to any private person? 
We -hould also like to know whether it is 
the intention of the Government to prevent 
and bloc'' the meatworks which are at pre­
sc·nt operating from slaughtering on their 
c''"'"ll premises. I hope the Premier will giYe 
us that inforn1ation. 

~IIr. Gu?\::\': I think the Premier might 
~"iYe us a little information on this matter. 
The finaneia! year ends in June, and I" 
<hou!d like to know whether the Govern­
ment He going to spend this £45.000 between· 
"lOw and ,Tune? In South Australia they 
huilt abattoirs. and the result was that the 
price of mear went up a ~d. a lb. to pay 
fc,r those abattoirs. Thev built abattoirs in 
SnlneY which run into ncarlv a million of 
money·, and the people of Sydney are ne 
bc·tte;· off no;;· than they were when private 
cr,terpriee killed the cattle in their own 
yards. 

The PRDIIER: \Yhat amount do you think 
,Ye ~houk1 put on? 

::-Ir. GrXX: I do not know "-hat amount. 
I want to kno·w \Yhat you are going to do 
\Yith \Yhat vou have on, and I \vant to kno\V 
if you are 'going to P.tick to the present site. 
It was stated when ::\Ir. Denham secured the­
site· at \Yolston that it was a bad site, but, 
notwith~tanding that. the Governn1ent have 
o:penr a lot of~n1Dn0y in putting up fencing 
1Y!1ich }p, perfe-r·tl~· useless and in clearing 
the land. and then aftf'l'\Yards ueg·lecting the 
land. and the timber no"- ie just as bad, Ol'" 

even wor~e, than when the Governn1e-nt 
sta.ru•d to r1Par it. ~t \Yas a \Yaste of public 
moll<'Y, aud the Committee should knmY "·here 
thl~ £45.000 is to be spent. 

::\Ir. FRY: I think the Premier should' 
,o:upply the Con11nittC>e with son1e infonnation 
reg'tnding- this an1ount. 

:IIr. YowLF: I ''"ill diYide the Home if 
you do not ;rive thi:'3 infor1nation. 

The PRDliER: Is that a threat? 
:llr. YowLEs: :\o . 
::;rr. FRY: I think the leader of the Oppo­

,;on is qnitf' justified in asking for th<> infor­
mario!J, and the Prf'Inier is not justified ir; 
l'l"ht-:ing it. \Ye should not YDte any an1ount 
in ii:-norance. and lf \Ye YOte this n1onev 
with;]'ut questioning it. wf' IYill be told aftel~­
wan1.s that we ~hould haYe found out a.H' 
a"lXJUt it then. This amount did not appear 
nn the E:o-.timatf~~ l2.~t \t?ar. and it is onlv a 
f :ir thing. a< the cmimr:-- has to find 'the 
n1onc:·. that the Pre1nier should 1nake a 
:-t<HE'n1E'l1t. 

:lh. YO\YLES: I would like to kno\:, 
ir!;(,<.H '-Ya'3tln!l further tin1P, if the hen~ 

s>-'~ldf-'nlf!.ll inteiH1s to giY€ the inforn1atioL 

ThE r:::n::;_ILR: \Y!Jat dv :rou want infonna·­
::c:TJ c.~~J'CJUL? 

Mr. Vowles,] 
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The PRnl!F.R: The Yote is self 
It savs. " Establishment of 
£45,000." That is just a prelirninary anvJ:.J.nt. 
The sche1ne will coH a lot n1-ore than that. 

>Thu·e is no intention to change the sit~. 

l\Ir. VO\YLES: You say it '' on!_v a pre· 
Jin1inary Yote? · 

The PRE1IIER : That is s•J. 

l\Ir. VO\YLES: SD ther0 i.s no businus in 
it. 

l\lr. BEBBI:\GTO:\: I would like to a.sk 
if this ammmt is for abattoirs. (Laug-hter.) 
Then I w·ant to know if the Goyernmeiit will 
freeze for owners or 011 behalf of O\\·rwr3 '; 

This is a Yery in1portant que:;:tion. Hon. 
members haYe talked quite a lot about trmts 
and cornbincs. and about the rueatwork:'3 
fixing the price of cattle and tha.t sort of 
thing·. but we find tht• GoYernrnent are the 
trusts and cornbine.s. I '"'ant to knov.· if 
J:hese abattoirs are built and the nwatworks 
fix a low price for cattle and growers want 
to export their cattle. will the GoYernment 

. freeze cattle on their behalf: 

Question put and pas,erl. 

DEPART1!EXT OF ~IIXE'l. 

The PRE:YIIER: I beg t•J mo>e-Tha.t 
-there be granted £66.000 f01 ·'Department 
-Df ~1ines.'' 

Mr. GLEDSO:\': "·ant to ask the 
Minister for }lines whether it is iutended to 
go on with the scheme for the n1anufacture 
of coke in the Southern part of Queensland. 
"\Ye haYe a sum down "In .aid of Mining," 
and I do not think there could be any greater 
aid to mining than to manufacture coke. 
v\"e have ha.d a statement from the l\Iinister 
:for :Mines as to the qualit;< .. of the cDal for 
coke-tnaklng purposes in the Southern part 
of Queensland. The Secretary for l\Iines, as 
reportl'd 011 page 2622 of .. Hansard " for 
1917. said-

" I want to sav here, t0o. that the 
people in Ipswich 'calllc to our a~5i.'3tanCL' 
a.t a tin1e when \YE' w'anted coal and coke. 
but from Dne ton of coal under the old 
systezn of produci11g ('Oke \\·e ger only 
63 per cent. of coke. r nder the mmlern 
system Wf' \YOuld get 75 per cent. of coke. 
7~ gallons Df tar-from which all the 
dyes are macle-23 lb. of sulphate of 
ammonia, \vhich is verv valuable at the 
present time and at am~ time. and all the 
po\\er to illuminate the town of Ips" .. ieh. 
the IpsvYich railwa-y workshop."'. or any 
other workshops w·e had thne.'' 

Irt addition t0 that. the GoYernment secured 
the services of an expert coke n1aker. ::\-Ir. 
Tueksworth. from :\ C'\\" South \\'ales. who 
lnade a very valuable repon on the nwtter. 
I would liko to ask the :'vlinister if it is 
intended to de,·elop our coken1aking· plant 
not onlY in the interest> Df the coal iuclmtrv 
but als~> in the interests of those industrie; 
·which are dependent on coke. It i.'3 a ~a.d 
·thing to find that our cnYn GoYernn1ent are 
going to 1\ew South \YalPs tn bu-.: coke ,,·h-en 
we have a nnn1bcr of une~nnlo.ved n1en i~1 

·Queensland who could be elnTJlo~·ed 1nakin;;r 
brirks n nd in th0 1nannfaetuie· Ot an.J 
othet· thiiJgs. I hope the ~Iini"'tE'l' ta~e 

',thPsP rnattPrs into con~id'-•r:uior: tL1a.t 
-.:,~..-hen he i:::. ord.Prirlg tht· rchJn~ LJ~· tn~- ~·u:.:-

[Mr. Vowles. 

r:o::e .of establi~hin.£: cokf· ovel!.~ at Bo~fii'e:l 
that .tr· v.-dl al~o Order duplicate o,·en3 to 
pur up ::1 batter~· of on~ns in the Southern 

oi Queensland to enable eoke to be mrrdc 
a-. welL 

l\lr. STOPFORD: I desirp to support tnc 
hon. 1l1f'H1bf•r for Ip~'Yich in hi~ rt'que:3t that 
-..,-e should have some infonnation a:o:- to the 
intentions of the Go,·erntnent regarding the 
manufacture of cDke ip Queensland. It is a.n 
unfortunate thing that Queensland. witl1 " 
consumption of 60.000 tons of coke per year. 
:3hould onlY Inanufactun_· ~otnethini!: ia the 
, .. ieinity or' 18.000 tons. ~ 

En>ry industrial twuble that take;; plac>O 
in :\ ew South \Yales and eYen twuble such 
a~ that which is no"\v taking Place threaten:;­
a sfoppage of the 1nining industry iu rhi~ 
State. At the present time the l\Ioum 
~.Jorgan Cmnpany~ who have a consumptioa 
of ,omething: in the Yicinity of 43.000 tons 
of coke a year. are absolutely dependent 
upon :\ew South \Yales for supplies. \Ye hm·e 
not in the State of Queensland a modern 
coking plant. The coke manufactured at 
Ips\Yiclt has an effectiyenes, of 25 per cent . 
less than coke manufactured under modern 
condition:'3. and no reasonable bnsine .. ~:3 rnan 
·would expect the ~lount }iorgun Con1pan~. 
1vhose nu1rgin of profit is EO fine, to pay the 
haula~e rates that the Railwav Denartrnent 
chJ.rge. even if they dP;;ircd ·to e;1courage 
locat indu~try. on c-oke that ,,-as 25 per cent. 
IPss efiecti,·e than a commodit,· thev could 
purchase in e.Hother State. Politici>ms are 
sa,·ing: that the solution of many of the pro­
blems that are facing Australia is to 
encourage lJrocluction, but I consider 1ve have 
a l~;;o a duty to protect existing industrie&­
(Hear. hear !)~and that it is. therefore, our 
duh· to protect the 111ining industr""~: in this 
State. vYhen we consider that the :'vi<Junt 
JYiorgan Con1p.e.ny pay son1ething in the 
vicinity of £452.000 a year in wages. and 
other amounts for material and railway 
freights and fares. we must realise that rhi's 
is a vital matter to the State. At the present 
tin1e they are e.t the nwrcy of every indus­
trial trouble that takes place, and at the 
n10111ent it is only by arrange1nent I.Yith the 
Railway Department that we are able to g·et 
large coal contracted for from the Tivoli 
mine. and the residue is made into coke. 
\Vhen you remember that 16.000 persons are 
directly an-cl indirectly dependent upon the 
operation,. of this c-on1pany. I consider that 
there is a case for the serious considt>ration 
Df the GoYermnent. The State is also 
embarking on an enterprise in the :\'orth 
that will demand a large supply of coke­
that i~. the ChillagDe smelters-and I 
~in(·f'rPh- tl'lV3-t to hear the Pretnier sav 
that he· will instruct the gentleman in ci1arge 
of the iron and steel works to go right 
ahead. because I understand that, as busineEs 
111en. the present Cabinet have nor gone 
blindh· into cbo0sing- Bowen as a site. l 
take ·it that they fi:a,·e gone exhaustiYely 
into the question of whether the Bowen coe.i 
will c0ke or not. became I know H1at ceruin 
coal in Central Queensland was deemed fwm 
sn:all tests to be suitable for cokincc bu:: 
when the company launched out ancf tried 
coking a large parcel theY faile·d. after an 
expendinrre of some £10,000. I consider. nor 
only front the point of vie'v of the enc nn·age­
lnent of our local n1inino: indusu·,-, ':n1r ll:llso 
for the safeguarding of Queenslan~l. rhat one 
of tht.· fir:3-t step'S. to,Yard:;. the 
o£ the i.:.·c:.•. and steel -..,-ork~ ar. Hct\Yf'~l 



[20 FEBRUARY.] 3273 

·u-e the eshblishment of coking ovens to prove; 
con.clusi,-ely that the coke P(>ssesses qualitie~ 
to t·ender it effedive for the purpose<; fm· 
whioh 1t is intended and relieve the positior:. 
thn t exist'" to-da v and -,vill continue to exisr 
v:ltile we are de1:)endenr on other places than 
o:._E' own State. 

:Yir. TAYLOR: I «m rather surprised at 
f;P two hon. memben who have spoken. and 
I hope that the Premier will not give them 
the information thev ask for. !Government 
i:ccerrnption an~l lat!ghre:·.) The idea of the 
P~ernier sE:'en1s to be r.hat all the inforn1ation 
r "C'f'35ary is in the Estimates thetn5-elve5. 

::\Ir. YOWLES: I would likE- to ask the 
Pre1nier \vhether it. is intended 10 spend any 
f:1rrher n1oney on \Yarra ·; (Laug-hter.) 

The PRE}f!ER: I could not answer that 
o'fhe.n<l. I shall have to con,ult tlw :Yliniste1·. 
,Laughter.) 

Qtlf'~tion put and pas:-.t:·d. 

R.\IL WA¥3. 

The PRE~IIER: I move~ That £2.222.061 
_·€: granted for ·· Raihvays. '~ 

~1r. SIZER : I would like to ask the 
Pren1ier \vhat i3 the rneaning of an account 
s1:>nt to the Sandgate councif for "\York done 
b:c the Railway Departlllent in constructing a 
drain across the r«ilwav. The bill was £90. 
and one of the item; was "Flotation of 
London loan. £4 19s. 10d." 

'The PRDIIER: \Yhat was the dare of the 
fi.CCJUnt? 

Mr. SIZER: The account was sent in in 
J cmuarv for work done about eig;ht months 
ago. The account was sent in long before the 
London loan was £looted. 

'I he PRE:\IIER : It was olwiousl v a loan 
,floated by the Denham Government. 

Mr. SIZER: I would like the Premier to 
git e us sorne inforn1ation as to \V het her it is 
th" practice to charg·e for the flotation in 
c:"3.t way. 

'Yir. GLF:DSOX: I would like to ask the 
Pl'emier whether he is taking effecti,·e steps 

enable the Railway Department to increase 
rolling-HDrk. Thi:3 is a n1atter that very 

concerns the whole of the industries. 
and tlu' coalmining industry, in \vhich I 
an1 interested. '""e found that benn?en the two 
srrike-:; it \Va5- not pch-;ible for the departtnent 

.. to supply sufficient tru<:ks to enable the mines 
!Dad t.he coal ordered. \Ye had boat5 in 

riYer here thut called for 1.300 tom. «ne! 
all that we could load was 300 tons, wherea3 
at one titne they ('onl.J supply enough to 
rake 2.000 ton5. The >>hole of the trucks 
h~ve Leen spread Dver quite a nurnber of 
rnlnes. and it has been rather a serious 
qae:3tion. 

The PREMIER: I undC'rstand that there 
is a consi.derable short«g·e of rollilW·5tock, 
~)rincipally owing· to th-P inability -'to get 
2:1ateriill. Locon1oti,·es, wagon:;.. coache:::. and 
·'--:l rious ot.ht?r rolling-Hod( are cotnp1etel:­
tlnder requiren1ent:3. hut the n1atter i3 beinQ' 

}ooked ~nto o.n~-l no doubt the po:3itio.;1 
ue grauuall:: lnl}H'O\·ed a<S .n1o1h.~\- 1.3 

.~v::::ilab!e and rnateriJ.l colnP~ for'iYat·.:L 

Qur•stion pur and ;}::l.33-t'1 ~. 

'IKTERE:3T ON ?T..JBLIC :c>:2:ST. 

A.t lD o'clock p.n1 .. 

!n·\·1?-Tha'" £1J,997 
·' .I:--\t?re'3t on PubLic. 

The CHAIRMA::'If: 'Undfer tL12 provrsrona 
of Standing Order No. 306-that is, being 
the last day allotted to Suppl". I shall now 
proceed to put forthwith the questions in 
connection \vith the Supple1nenta1·y Estimated. 

SnPLDIEXTARY EsTI~fATES. X.). 2, :918-19. 

Question~That .£616.223 lOs. lOd. h3 
granted for •· Suppkrnenta:·y E::;rinJ.at88. N0 
2, 1918-19 ··~put and passed. 

SrPPLE:.UEXTAEY TR-c_osr FuJS"D3. 1818-:9 
Question-That £75.85'9 l2s. Sci.~ Oe grJ,~lted 

frorn "Trust and Spec:3.~ Funds 11-;Jut and 
pa':::-ed. 

SrPPLE;):t:E);"TARY E~rc.rAn:.::::. LOAN Fu)[-,, 
19l3·l::l. 

Question~That £547,523 Be. 4d. be gran•,U 
from thE' "Loan Fund.. and passed. 

The House res,.med. CHAIRMAN m· 
ported that t:1e Commit•ee had come t,:> 
certair~ resolntlOllS, :J.n.J the C~1rnmittee 
obtained leaYe to sit a~r3.iE at a tater: h0LH" 
of the sitting. 

SCPPLY. 

RESL:\IPIIOX OF CO:\DfiTTEE. 

SUPPLE:IlEJS'TARY ESTDHTES. 1920-182c. 

The TREASuRER moved~That £1,450,000 
be gra.nted on account of the 3ervice- of His 
l\Iaje,;ry for the y~ar 1920.1921 towards 
defraying the expenditure of the vartous 
departn1ents and .3ervic?s of the State. 

:Yh. VOWLES: Thi< aftN::!oon a deputa· 
tion representing the unen1ployed in Brisbane 
waited on me. and during· the week I have 
had frequent C'omn1unication:. frorn. country 
place3 telling n1e tha.t unen1plo~nnent is rife 
eYery,vhere. and asking tne to approach tha 
Pren1ier with a view to getting son1ething 
done to relieve the disrress. The mE>n who 
waited on me to·day informed me that they 
represent son1e hundred~ of rnen in Brisbane 
who cannot get work. and they suid that 
thev have been told that some scheme to 
relleYe unernployinent i:; about to be 
launched bv the GoYernment in connectiott 
with the Home Depntment. I think hon. 
members ought to know at this stage what 
the intentions of the· Governrnent are. I :1rn 
told that the Gove1~nn1ent intend acting in 
conjunction ,,-ith the local authorities to pro­
Yide work in the direction of roadmaking in 
the rnetropolitan area and other nece3sai"y 
1rvork; but the 1nen C'omplain that there• is 
only going ro be enough work to keep then1 
ernployed for hvo d.Jys a 'iveek. and that the 
an1ount of n1onev thev will receive will be 
the sanH as they~ now· receive in charity for 
their fan1ilie::-. The rnen ha vin&r corne to 
n1e, I con5ider it rny duty, as leider of tft.e 
Opposition. to ask the Prenli,-,r ro rake hon. 
n1e1nbers and the public i~:to hi::- c-onfidence 
in the m a trer. 

The PREMIER: Tber~ i3, nnfortunate~y 
son1e unen1plo;nnent in Q;..~eensland, anJ 
the ncsition i-3 t~) 30Jne extent 
by d1e rnarine strike h:Jiding up 
::-hipping ar.d i::1te!.'feri~:.g with work 

Ha . E. Cc'. T ... c Lrc.] 
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~n R::--, ~:::H1 -~:;.c~, C(·~~L·.1 towns. The 
s.ran frcm that, \vould nor be- so 
I "'" ecne <h~ lcade:· of the Oppo­

:·C'cOC:.':Iises rhat the· GoYernn1e-nt are 
t:-ndc·a\·{_\nriDg: to :tni:nin1ise the results of the 
:nJe1nployn1ein as n1nch a" possible- by grant­

re liE:<£ in the :::hape of ration~ ro those 
an: unable to g<r. 'York and ·who a1·e in 

d cin·urnqall(·t·s. At the ~an1e titnr·. 
GoYernmem are doing eYerything they 

ran r<J e1nplo:' as 1nany 1nen as po~sible on 
~;()Yt'. nrnent work, and the' are also financ­
!:1f" the loC'al authorities with a Yiew to pro· 
, 1d1n~ extra \vork. That has lessen€·d the 
.. mnbf'r o: 1nen r:1ut ot \York. The GoYern­
cllUlt have been considering the question of 
c.ffering the men who haYe been out of work 
~c·r ::::ornc rin1e a c:ouple of days~ \York a 
week in lien of rations. That ;ohould be less 
dernor~ilising than giYing the n1en rations 
t:ac::} week \Yithout their cioing any work~ as 
they '.,·ill not then feel tilat they are 
dcpencle·nt upon charity. The Home Secre­
tar.' is working out the details of the scheme, 
.und I think it v;ill lead to :3on1e in1proven1ent 
c£ rhc :3ltnation. 

Hox. \Y. H. BAR-:\ES: I would like to 
2sk the Premier how far into the financial 
y<"ar l92C-2l he expe<:'ts r:·~e sum of £1,450,000 
which he is asking us to vote will carry 
:hin1? 

The PRDliER : It will provide about six 
weeks' Snppl:. 

Hox. W. H. BARXES: In other words, 
the House is not to meet until about the 
middle of August? 

The PRE~IER: This amount will last till 
about the middle of August. 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re­
ported that. the Committee had come to a 
further resolution, and the Committee 
obtained leave to sit again on Tue~day next. 

RECEPTIO!<I OF RESOL L'T!O:XS FROM COMMITTEE 
oF ScPPLY. 

Tne PREMIER moved-That resolutions 
be now received. 

Question put and passed. 

The PREMIER : )lay I suggest that the 
resolutions be taken as read? They are very 
lengthy. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the nlea:mre of the 
Home that the rE>.so!utions be taken as read? 

Hoxm::RABLE )1EMBERS: Hear, hear! 

ADOPTIO:X OF RESOL"CTIOXS. 

The PREMIER: I be-g to move-That the 
r~~o]utions be TIO\V <:greed to. 

The SPEAKER: I p1·opose to adopt the 
'3aine 11roc dnre in connection with this dis~ 
n1.ssiori of the resolutions a"s has b€en adopted 
on nreYious oceaBions. I call on hen. n1en1~ 
c•ers to indicate the resolutiom they wish to 
.discuss. 
Re~ohnion l-·· l?nillta,ys, t_7r.nr_ral E. ... .:;tab­

li..,ltm(!/(·--wa.s agrt:-t:.d to. 

On resolution 2-" R,·ril1cays, Southern 
Di islon·~-

Hox. W. H. B_-'\R\-ES: I regret to notice 
that the ::\linistfr fc11' RailwaYs is not in his 
l:>lace in the House. Ho-w~~,,2er. that is not 
:n.Y fault. I presun1e a. ~1inister is acting 

hiw. Thios .aftE-I'noon. certain inf'or1nation, 
'-·-y '-Yay oi a ql~esr}{JD. 'sas furni~heci to this 
Rou:;:e in ccnnecrion v.·:ith the •· Douglas l\ia.w. 

[Hon. E. G. Thwdore. 

~or:.'' T~1,-· lnF~' rcnF·tHlwr rhat a. few· 
daY-S ,.go ·the I're-aEurcr if the 
··Douglas ~la1Y.son :' ha.d been pl<:Jced under 
offer to the Railway Departn1ent, and the 
anS\\ er wirh 1 -· hi eh he furnished n1e was that 
ir had not heen placed under offer to the 
R'iilway Department. 

The PP.Df!ER: -:\o; to the Gon•rnment, I 
~a ic1. 

Hox. \Y. H. E.'IR::\ES: I would like' to, 
,·sk. I.Yhat R!'e we to understand b\~ that 
paring of words? \Yho are the ra.ilwave. 
if the Gon'rnrnent do not run them? Is· it 
not a Yery in1portant GoYernn1ent Depart­
nlent? If the hon. gentlen1an is going to 
fence the question in that waY. members of 
this House should kno'v exactly where they 
are. 

The PRDIIER: Someone might put it under· 
offer to the messen2,er, but that 'Yould not 
he putting it under 'Offer to the Government. 

Ho:-;. \\-. H. B_-'\R-:\ES: That is particu­
larly thin. The hon. gentleman is trving 
ro ·· f.enre ~' an in1portant 1natter. The Posi­
tion is perfectly dear. Fron1 infonnation 
''hich has come to hand, it does seem that 
the ·' Don~'las .:\Ia,Ysoll" was offered to the 
Railway Department. Is it at all likely 
that an offer of that kind ~ould be made to 
a department without the resnonsible JY1inis­
ter being a<h·isecl of what was taking place? 
Anyone who knows what the conduct of the· 
department is, would know at once that, 
,-hether it were the Commissioner for Rail­
ways or anyone else, if an offer were made, 
the 2\1inister would be apprised of it. I want 
to ask the Minister if an offer of the 
"Douglas ::Y1awson·• was made to the Com­
missioner for Railwavs the Minister for 
Railways, or to an~- ' responsible officer 
in the department? This is a matter in 
which the people of Queensland are deeply 
concerned. and ''"e certainlv are entitled to 
receiYe a" reply to-night. \Vhat is the posi­
tion" Our opportunity will soon be passed 
by. The House soon will be adjourning, and 
this matter of important public interest in 
the meantime will haYe to be relegated io 
the wastepaper basket. I press the question, 
and ask the ::Y1inister who appears to be· 
acting for the ~Iinister for Railways if an 
offer was made, and what was the price at 
which this boat, more recently offered for 
£18,500. was offered to the Railway 
Department. 

The PRE::YIIER: I haw {lealt "·ith this 
already a couple of tim<'s. The hon. member 
is very persistent, and apparently will not 
accept the statement I made on the last occa­
Bion. ,-hen I told him the owner had stat~i 
to the department that he was the owner 
in September-,Yhen the hon. member says 
an offer was made-and he gave no authority 
to anyone to offer it to the Queensland 
GoY<>rnment or to the Railway Department. 

Hon. \V. H. BARXES: \Ye ha Ye docu­
mentary evidence . 

The PRE:YH.ER : 2\Ir. 2\Iiller was the 
owner. He sa>s he authorised no one to 
make that offe1:. \Yhat more does the hen. 
gentlen1an v;.·ant than that? ~o offer can1e 
to rny cognisance, no infonnation about an 
offer to the Raihn1y Department, if an offer 
was Inade bY some brokf'r or tout, or so:me­
onP trying to catch business. It may have 
been so; I do not know. At any rate. the 
GoYernn1ent knotv nothing about it. 

Hon. W. H. BABXES: I~ has been re<luc-ec1: 
to a copy of a ktter this afternoon. 
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The -r:RE~1t:ER: :\er frc.n~ rllc .-,w~~{'l·. 

1"1CY!. \V. H . .BAR~IS: Sornt:C'1-:>.e acr1::.1g for 
t ~~ (' 0 \VY.: C::_·. 

PREl\liER: :\or fr~._>rn HllYC'lh' <.C'ting 
:fc r P1Yncr. ThP O'Yne:.· ~a's lx a:nhorist.·d 

r ::::lt' -:o rnake an offer. " 
~ion. \Y. }-1. BARXES: It is ·:·ne \Yay of 

~E-::::Jti!lb· 

PRE:IliER: Of course. a man with e. 
1ike that ( annot be satisfied with anY­

I haYe said that no offc·r ·was n1ade 
GoYernnwnt 3ince 1917 up till now. 
anY offer was 1nade to the Raihva' 

Deparnnellt. I knev\· nothing about it. The 
.rnan who O'vne·d it in Septe1nber~-for he can1e· 
jr;tc• noss,: ss ion of it a bout ~lay Jast-rold 
Jl.lr. Beal (Under Secn·tar"<" to tl-ie TreasurY) 
that he had authorised no one to make an 
vffer to the GoYernment during last year. 
~yond that I cannot go. ,_ 

QueHion put and passed. 

Question-That resolutions ::\o. 3 to ::\o. 45. 
both jnclui3iYe. be agreed to-put and 
:pa~~cd. 

On resolution 46-----·· Df r·trfmult ~~f Publ/c 
li~•n·{,-:. Chief O.ffin~·-

Mr. FRY: I wish to ask the :Jlinister for 
Pubiic vrorks what pl'Ogl'ei'< has been ma<le 
with the high school in South Brisbane? 
Sourh Brisbane is a Yery large city, and, 
c.t the present time, as there is no suitable 
~chonl ther.P for the chjldren. it would 
he in the interests of the children if the 
scLool was erected as quickly as possible. 

The SECRETARY FOR p·cBLIC WORKS: 
The e'timated cost of the building is 
£10.000. We are asking for £3,000 this year 
on ercounr. The plans haH' not yet been 
prepa.red. I will make inquiry with a view 
to expediting the work. There is .a very 
severe tax on the financial resources of the 
<iepanment. and Yery many urgent calls 
irom the countrv as well as the citv and 
wburban areas. ·r l'calise the importance of 
:his ma.rtel', and will make inquiries with a 
.-iew to expedition. 

Mr. FEY : Thank you. 
r;;Jnestion put and passed. 

Qm•"ion-That resolutions ::\o. :'.7 to 
J\o. 53. !wth inclusive, be agreed to-put and 
pc:.3sed. 

On resolution 54-" Ad,-ertising Offic<e "­

Ho:s-. \\'. H. BAR::\ES: Before this resolu· 
tion goes through. we onghr to get son1e 
indication of the polic~· which i;; being pur· 
sued with re'3pect to a.dYertising. ~4.s far as 
one can see, the principle ;,-hich is being 
~·oHowe{l 1~. that adYE>rtiscn1ents are being 
e:iYt•n to rhos.e daily papers which support 
the Go,-ernment politically. There is no end 
c•f ach·f,rti~lng matter appc:aring jn one par­
ticn]ar paper. ·what principle is followed 
:n connection 'vith adYertiBenlent€-? 

The Hmn: SECRETARY : The same as YOHr 
Go,-ernmcnt follmYecl with re!lard to ''The 
People.'' · ~ 

Ho:-:. W. H. BAR::\ES: Any adYcrtising 
h~.- tht: GovernnH'nt I \Ya:::: connected with 
>vas done on the lines of what was fair and 
just to all the papers: but. apparently the 
principle no\v adopted is to see that' on}y 
c~1e jJape1· gets any help in connection \Yith 
a.dvt"rti:;;ing by the Stare. 

::\.lr. G'l'::\::;f: I ha Ye 
H Daily StaLdard" has a 

hc•aded "Qnet'nsland want-3 nli11ions 
ne\Y SL·ttlf'r3. ·· T think the " Standard " 
? ve1·y good paper. bnt there are other 

be'3iciC'" the " Standard :' which "-ant. 
be ndn·rrised in-the "Telegraph.'' the 

"Courier.'' and the "Daih· )JaiL" I find 
from a r<'tnrn ta.bled >Yith regard to the 
Tourist>' Intelligenre Bureau for the last 
t'r,anc:ial ~·ear, that the cost of adYertising in 
rhf' "Daily Standind" alone was £600, 
.. Steele Rudcrs Almanac." £200: "The 
Patriot.'' £100; ·; Sap>ford's Almanac," 
£38: .. Tweed ancl Brunswick and Richmond 
Ri,-er Guide.'' £8; and " 'Cniversity Maga­
zine.'' £6. Those obscure papers. and the 
·· Daily Standard ., rer0ive advertisements, 
but the " Courier" and other lE>ading papers 
are left out. >Yhirh I do not think is fair. 

Ho:s-. J. :JI'l'LLA~: I can assure the hon. 
gentleman that the a.dvertising sub·depart­
nlent ls b0ing run on strictly bnsjness line~, 
>Yith great adqmtag·e to the State. by th1s 
Governn1ent- Before this Government can1e 
into pm,·er there was no continuity of policy. 
There is no\v an advertising n1anager. In 
three years the sum of £16.000 has been 
'3a ved f)y the pre':·E'llt Goyernn1e1it, cs against 
the t.lnee vears the business >Yas conducted 
in such a confused wa V bv the former 
Administration. Hon. gcentlemcn opposite 
should be the last to talk about subsidising 
papers, considering the manner in \Yhich they 
did the adYertising when they were in office. 
Some of their paper6 openly oppose the busi· 
ness propoeitionB of the GoYernment. The 
other day, when the GoYernment sought to 
raise debentures. one of the papers which 
had the advertisement in one page was con­
demning the GoYernment for raising cleben· 
rures in another page. \Vould a business 
rnan who adverti:::es his ware,~~ in a paper 
tolerate that paper commenting in such a 
>Yay as to destroy his business? E.-ery 
penny of this appropriation is well expended 
in the interests of the country. 

:Jir. FRY: A responsible )finister of the 
Crown ehould not make statements that. 
because a paper is oppmed to the policy of 
the GoYernment, adYertisements should not 
be giYen to it. 

Hon .. J. :\lt:LL.I:\': I did not say anything 
of the kind. 

:\Jr. FRY: In effect, the hon. gentleman 
did. If you advertise in a paper which is 
opposed to the G-overnn1ent, to a certain 
extent you break down the power of that 
opposition. \Ye haYe to bear in mind that 
th<> whole of the people in the Sta.te are 
not supporters of the GoYernment policy; 
they are almost equally cliYided on the 
question of policy. 

:Jir. POLLOCK: With regard to the 
practice of the Government respecting adver­
tisements. I should like to know if the hon. 
member for Kurilpa had an a~hertisement 
in the " Courier'' stating that he was a 
good optonH:.trist, and the ''Courier," on 
- another page, had an article 
110.30 p.111.j stating that he \Yas not much use 
._ at the business, 'vould he con~ 
tinue his ac!Yertisement. in that paper? 
(Laughter.) If the hon. member for Bulimba 
had '[m adYertisement in the paper stating 
that he was a boss produce a.gent, and the 
" ( 'onrier." on another pa g·e. ha·d an article 
-.rating that he knew ;)othin!2· abont it, 
would, he continue his aclYertisement in the 
··Courier''·: If the hon. rnernber for Dal1:ry 
:.cdYertiscd that he was a solicitor of some 

lb. Pollock.] 
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prominence. and the '· Courier/ 1 con1n1ented 
on that advertisement, and said he ~Yas a 
" bum" solicitor, would he continue his 
advertisen1ent in the ''Courier"? (Laugh· 
ter.) If the hon. member for East 
Toowoomba had an ad\·ertisement in the 
paper holding himself out as an expert 
plumber. and the " Courier " on another 
page stated that he was nol much of a 
plumber, woul·d he continue his advertise­
nlent in the "'Courier"? I£ tbe hon. 1nen1· 
ber for Dra,yton had an ad,·ertisement in 
the paper saying that he knew all about 
butter-(laughter)-or that he was a good 
water diviner, and, on another page, the 
" Courier" said he knew nothing about 
butter. or that he was no good at water 
divining. would he continue his a-dvertise­
ment in the paper? Or suppose the hon. mem­
ber for Oxle0· published an advertisement 
affirming that he knew ·all about making 
cement-(laughter)-and the ''Courier" 
pointed out on the next pag·e that he had 
been a failure at that and everything else 
he had undertaken. I wonder hmv long 
that ad\·ertisement would be kept in the 
"Courier"? VYell. these illustrations indi­
cate the policy the Government have adopted 
with regard to adYertising·. and it is one 
that can easily be defended. 

1\Ir. ELPHIXSTOXE: I want to ask the 
Assistant Minister for Justice if I was 
correct in understanding that the Govern­
ment were going to withdraw the advertise­
ment respecting Gm·ernment debentures from 
the '· Courier" on account of the comments 
they made concerning the Government. 

Hon. J. lYIULLA!;: Ko. The Gm·ermnent 1s 
too broadminded for that. 

Resolution agreed to. 
On Resolution 55-" Contingencie.<-Court 

of lndu.Mrial Arbitration (Department of 
/Justice)"-

l\lr. SWAYXE: When discussing the 
question of Arbitration Courts in Committee 
I pointed out the loss and clistress caused by 
illegal sh·ikes. and expressed the opinion 
that with the existence of an Arbitration 
Court there should not be such occurrences 
in Queensland. I used these words. (The 
hon. member \Yas proceeding to read from 
his speech.) 

The SECRET~.\RY FOR Pt:BLIC WORKS: 
I rise to a point of order. Is the hon. 
member in order in quoting from a speech 
dE>li,·erecl this session' 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member was 
quotin~· from a previous debate of this 
•es•ion. and he is not in order in doing that. 

Mr. SWA YXE : I suggestocl on ihat 
occasion that there is no reason whv such 
occurrences should take place, and tha·t steps 
should be taken to preYen t such occurrences. 
AfrPrwards the hon. member for &wen con­
tinued the discussion. and put into mv 
mouth words which I did not use. The hon. 
men1ber misquotf•d n1e. and I think he shonld 
now withdraw his re1narks. 

Resolution agreed to. 
Resolutions 56 and 57 agTeed to. 

On Resolution 58-" Salaries 'lnd Contin­
gaucit'~-Electoral Registration''-

1-Io:s-. VI. H. BAR'\'"ES: I should like to 
aMk the Assistant }Iini~ter for Justic-e if anv 
dt•finite decision has been corne to Dv th~ 
rlt·rartinent with reg:urd to using the se~·vica5 

[Ji •·. P~dlocJ.:. 

of the police for collecting the na.mes . o£ 
persons entitled to be enrolled, and remo_nng­
from the rolls those who are d1squahfioo. 

Ho:s-. J. :Yit:LLAX: The hon. gentleman 
can rest assured that the Government wiH 
do everything nPcessary to see that every 
eligible person is entitled to vote at the next 
election. 

Resollltion ag-reed to. 
Resolutions 65 to 73 agreed to. 
On Resolution 74-" Salarie., ancl Conti~>-

gencies-Department oj Jlines, Ch-ief 
Otficc"-

:Ylr. G~CXC\: I do not know if I should 
have an-: occasion to raise any debate on 
thi5 matter if it had not been that the Public 
Sen·ice Act Amendment Bill is likely to be 
amuno· ''the ~laughterecl innocents."' At any 
rate. bas that Bill is not likely to be pro­
ceeded >Yith this session. I shall have no 
opportunit~- of n1oving· any an1e~·dnwnt in it. 
A young fellow who was born 1n my electo­
Tate was Pducatecl at the School of }lines at 
CharteTs Towers. and then came down to 
the Head Office in Brisbane. \vhere he was 
employed. Ten years ago he took the place 
of Mr. T. J. Dillon, who rece1ved £300 per 
annunL l\fr. Albert got thP same salary. and 
now he is g·etting £364 or £365. while 1Ir 
Cheshire. the officer to whom I now refer, 13 
a·ettino· onlv £270 a vem-. :Ylt-. Cheshire 
~nliste';:l and >vent to tl;e front two or three 
vears a~o. He fought all through the war 
and ros~ to be captain; he won the military 
medal and has come back and finds he has 
o·ot no adYancement. while his fellow officers. 
~-ho wE're on hi5 11wrk when he left. have 
been advanced. 

The HmrE SECRETARY: He has no grie,·ance 
at all. 

Mr. G T...~XX: He interviewed 1Ir. Hamilton 
before he >Yent to the war, a.nd since then 
he has intervie\Yed the ~Iinister for }lines. 
and I have also done so on his Ll€half. I 
am not prepared to go into the merits or 
demerits of the case, but I wish the depa.rt­
ment would hold an inquiry so that he could 
brincr e-vidence to support his case and secure 
him bjustice. because if something is not done 
he will be hounded out of the department. 
and hP will haYe a grieva.nce for all" time 
.a.gain~t the Gon~rnn1cnt. He is a fine ~young 
fellow. and I do not know what his political 
viP\YS 'are. I know he vvas inclined to Labour 
when I kne"· him first. but he thinb he has 
a ven· seriou~ grievance against the Govern­
n1E'llt.~ and I takf' this opportunity of a~sking 
the Prcr:nit?r to ~ee that he get.3 a proper 
inquir~-. 

Question put and passed. 
Resolutions 75 to 120. both inclusive. aneed 

to. 

\YAYS AXD ~IE~.\C\S. 

RE'll')[PTIO:\" OF C'O)DI!TTEE. 

(JI1·. Smith. Jiackrt)l, in the ch({i,·.) 

The PRE:UIER: I beg to mon•-
" (({) That towards making good the 

Supply granted to His }Iajesty for the 
sen·ice qf the vear 1919-1920. a furtheT 
""n not exceedi.ng· £2.597.469 ·be granted 
out cf the Consolidated Re,·enue Fund 
v£ Queen:-land. exdusiYe of the 1noneys 
standing· tO the credit of the Loan Fund 
Acrounf. 

That to,vards n1aking guc-d. tl1e 
::.;r::tnr~d to Hi~ ~lL1j2~t_~, for the-
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!~e?l'Y1C"f e£ rhe YL'Hl' 1919-1920. a fun her 
CX('('l'ding £495.686 l9s. 4d. be 
froirl the Trust and Sp_cial 

"~t! That towards 1nakin~ goo{1 the 
Supply grantPd to His ~1ajesry for the 
J'F>rYice of the ne-ar 1919-1920. a. further 
-um not exc-eedlnp- £2.079.999 be grant-"<! 
ir(,D1 rh(' n1on~ys stiinding to rhe credit 
·Df the Loan Fund Account. 

·· \d) That tov•;arch n1aking· ~.!'~od the 
Supy,ly g-ranted to His ~Iai~stY~ for the 
serYlCE' of tlw Year l918-19i9. ·a snpple­
B1.0l1taf\ snn1 ~not exceeding £605.112 
17:3. 7d: hf" zrantrd out of the Conso1i­
;' ned RcYe~me Fund of Queensland, 
.fxelusiYe of the n1oneys standing to the 
credit of the Loan Fund Ac-count. 

" (,-) That towar{ls n1aking good the 
Supply p·anted to His ~Iajesty for the 
;;en-ice of the year 1918-1919. a supple­
nwnro.ry sum not exce-eding £75.859 
12s. 5<1. he granted from the Trust and 
Special Funds. 

" lj) That towards making good the 
Supply g-ranted to His ~lajesty for rhe 
'enice of the Year 1918-1919. a supple­
l11t=-ntal'T slnn ~not exceeding- £547.523 
l9•. ~cl. be granted from the moneys 
standing to the credit of the Loan Fund 
Account. 

'' ({;\ That tmYards making g-ood the 
Supply !'l'ante-cl to His ~lajesty on 
.1cc-ount, for the serYice of the> year 1920-
:921. " sum not exceeding £750,000 be 
i!rantecl out of the Consolidated ReYenue 
Fund of Queensland. exclusiYe of the 
moneys standing to the credit of the 
Loan Fund ~-\ccount. 

" (h\ That tmYards makin12· Q'ood the 
Supply granted to His ~lajesty on 
" wunt. for thE> sen·ice of the Year 1920-
1921. a sum not <'Xreeding £300.000 be 
eranted from the Trust and Special 
Funds. 

"(,:\ That towards making· ·good the 
Supply ~:ranted to HiB ::\Iajesty on 
;le-count, for the >en·ice of the year 1920-
1921. a mm not exceeding £400.000 be 
f!ranted fro1n the n1onevs standing to the 
cr. dit of the Loan Fun·d Account:-, 

Hox. \Y. H. B~-\R::-\ES: I "·ould like to 
ask- the Premier what amount of mone" he 
£>xpeers will be sp(·IH on account of loarl for 
the year ending 1920. The hon. gentleman 
s~nne little while ago intin1a.ted that probably 
the arnount would be about £4,0CO,OOO. 

The PRDilER: That is so. 

Hox. \Y. H. BAR::-\ES: I "-ould point out 
that t-hat probably is the largPst amount that 
the State has evl·r been responsible for in the 
(:me sear. 

Tile PRDilER : The GoYernment spent 
£3.6GC,LOO in Denhan1"s t1111e. 

Ho;;. \Y. H. B~-\R::-\ES: That was so on 
one- orca~ion. but the present Yote 1'3 going 
to be greate-1~ than any preYious YOt€'. and 
it is onh- fair to a.sk the Prernier what is 
the ; res~nt position of the loan fund. 

The PRDf!ER: Pretty good. 

Hox. \Y. H. RAR::-\ES: That may be -atis­
ia.rtor:.-- fron1 the Pren1ier\< point of \-iew, 
but I quef5tiun whether it is ~arisfactory frcnn 
the Corr.unitiee·~ poir1t of vie1v. 

+Tl1,e ~~E~lrER: \Ve have j'J.~t floated a }oan 
D. £2,c.c,c_·~. 

Ho:-:. \Y. H. RAR::-\ES: \Ye kuo\Y the; 
State of the lDc.~n fund \Ya.:" not too !!l t1 

\Yheu tht? loan was obtaine{l frotn the- t<d 
country. and .--ceing that the hon. grntlG~na~.:: 
reeeJnh- ha:;:. turned do\Yll applications fo:-_ 
n1oneY' und ~aid that the finances ,,·er£ 
~trairiecl. I \\"ant to n~k \\·hat is the position 
of the loan fund to-das. The Premier is 
hound fen- the old counti·,-. and the countr0 ." 
at anY rate. i:::: intcrrstPd to kuu\Y whether· 
the ,t.atP of the loan fund ,,-ill permit him 
to haYe a1nple ti111e to deal \Yith loan n1atters 
\\·hen he gets to the old country, and \Ye 
\Yant to kno\Y what an1onnt of l110BE'\- he 
expt ... ct-s to raise \Yhen he gets to the' old 
c·ountr0-. After all the rcpudiatory legisla­
rion. I doubt YerY niuch ''"i1cther he ,-.,.ill be 
suc-cessful. ::-\o doubt he ha3 made up his 
mind. and if lw has not mad<' up his mind, 
h8 will be a<hised b)· his financia.l experts 
on the othPr side as to the amount of money 
he propose::; to rai5e. and the hon. gentlen1an 
oug-ht to furnish the Committee with infor~ 
matiou along· thme lines. Further. I would 
like to ask \ht> hon. gentlen1an whether he 
jntPnds to take any steps in regard to 
Inaturing loans. I need scarcel:' retnind the 
hon. gentlf'Jnan tha.t we ha ,-e 1naturing 1oan:S~ 
l-Ie \Yas Yf'l'Y 1nueh exercised \Yhen on this 
sidE' of thE' I-fouse as to maturing loans. and 
I YentUl'E' to saY that he is YerY 1nuch 1nore 
exercised 110\Y, , I \Yant to kno~Y what pros­
pects there arE> of rcne>Ying· loans falling due 
in the near future. 

The PRKMIER : The funds standing to the 
credit of the Loan Account at the end of 
.January were about £1,870,000. which will 
be sufficient to carry us on for some time. 

Hon. \Y. H. BAR:-:ES: 'There is still about 
fh-e months to go. 

The PREMIER: But the hon. member 
must remember that certain payments are 
rccei,-ed, and. with those. it will be seen that 
the amount will be sufficient for some time. 
It is my intention, of course, to arrange 
for further loans. \Ve cannot continue an 
actiYe public "·orks policy and finance the 
iron and steel works without making ample. 
financial proYision. \V e do not want to run 
''too close to the wind," and then be faced 
>Yith the possibility of baYing to shorten 
sail to -a considerable extent. As the hon. 
member has surmised, the question of deal­
ing with loans falling due in 1922 and 1924 
will also receive consideration on the other 
side. I hope that by making early provisiol}. 
we shall be able to make the best bargain 
possible. 

:1Ir. ROBERTS: I was in Toowoomb. 
yesterday, and there seemed to be ·a g<'nera! 
statement that the Railway Departn,ent wa;: 
shortening hands. I am told that there is a 
reduction of between £9,000 and £12,000. 
I referred earlier in the afternoon to the 
fact that 160 men are registered at the 
Labour Bureau for employment, and I would 
like to know from the Premier whether the 
statements that are being made are correct? 
The position is serious. vVe know that any 
number of men are out of work in Brisbane, 
and that the department eYen sent men to 
work at Toowoomba. 

The PREMIER: There is no justification 
for the assumption that the Railway Depart­
nwnt is shortening hands or closing down on 
c-onstruction or development work for the 
purpose of. restricting_ expenditure. If th~re 
1s any closmg down m Toowc:omba_. I thmk 
i~ must be as a result of an m a b1hty to get 
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n:ateriaJ. I d0 not knfJW 0f anv other reason 
for shortening hands at the p1:esent tin1e. 

Mr. S\YA Y:'\E: I should like to get a 
little inforn1ation about the building of rail­
\Va vs in the near future. There are Borne 
ver~y necessary lines. the cost of which \\'ill 
not be very gn'at. I ha,·e in n1y n1ind one 
that pa,sed both Houses a few days ag·o­
that to Owen's Creek. There is a bod·: of 
farmer;; there who have produced ul) to 
21.000 tom of cane, and who. it is estimated. 
could produce in that district up to 30,000 
tons. but owing to the removal of a tram­
line. the production fell to 7,500 tons. and 
there is a possibility that some will be driven 
off the land. They would be able to do good 
work for themselves, the country, and the 
Railway Department. if the lino were built 
at a cost of onh· about £42.000. Ministers. 
including Mr. ~-\damson and Mr. Coyne, 
went into the matter and promised favour­
able consideration. and. apparently, the 
evidence produced satisfied the Select Com­
mittee of the Council. I should like to know 
whether there is any possibility of. at any 
rate. 2 or 3 miles being built by the end 
of August, for use this crushing season. 

Hox. \Y. H. BAR"iES: I should like to 
ask the Premier whether the amount he 
has mentioned as to the credit of the Loan 
Account in Januar....- includes anv monev 
received from th~ Commonwealth fo~· 
advancing to local authorities. 

The PREMIER : ThL amount I mentioned 
did not include am· such mane' from the 
Commonwealth. :'\o monev has vet been 
received. I am afraid I can{10t give' the hon. 
1nmnber for 1-..Lirani anY definite a3suranc:e 
that the Owen's Creek lirie will be commenced 
in the immediate future. There are 
tnanv dernands for railwav construction. 
n1aterial is so verY cos£lv. that I see ne; 
pos.sibility of the s£arting 'of any new Iine3, 
with the exception of Mount Oxide line. 

QueBtion put and passed. 

The House resumed. The C'H.\IR1IAX re­
ported the resolutions. and the Committee 
obtained leaYe to 5it again on Tue~day n~xt. 

RECEPTIOX OF RESOLt:TIOXS. 

On the motion of the PREMIER. the 
resolutions were recei,·ed. and agreed to. 

~4-PPROPRIATIO:\ BILL. ::\o. 5. 
FIRST READING. 

A Bill founded on the resolutione. repor~t~ci 
from Con1Jnittee of \VaYS c·nd lVIean~ 7YlU.-J 

introduced and passed th.rough all its stages 
without debate. 

[11 p.m.] 

PROFITEERI:'\G PREYE1'\TIOl\ BILL. 

CoxsmERATIOX IK ConniiTTEE or Couxcn:.'~ 
A)IENDMEXTS. 

(Jfr. Smith, lJ1ackay, in the clw ·r. 

Clause 2-" A.pplication of Act"-

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I move-That the Legislative Council's 
amE'ndments in this clause be disagreed to. 
They would impai1· the efficiency of the Bill. 

:i'Vlr. VOWLES: I notice that in the Council's 
amendments in subclause (i) they have 
endeavoured to prevent what appears to me 
to savour of repudia.tion with respect to the 
rights conferred on existing corporations by 
Act of Parliament. It may be all right ~ 

[Hon.~~- G: .. TheodO/''!. 

Quc3tion pu: and pas3ed. 
ClatL;;;e 3-" Jn~erprttation .. _ 

r:::.e- futt~~·e-, 
prese:-ve..i 

interfet ing 
agair:3:. Hl2 

The SECR EL\.R Y FOR Pl-BLIC \'\-ORE:.'-,: 
I lno,·e--That the an1endn1ent.5 of the Leg~s­
latiw Council in the clause be disagreed to. 
The- proposed modification of the definitio:: 
of ;: As-3ociarion ., would seriouslv interfer~ 
>Yith the usefulness of the Bill." and if it 
\\·ere acct"}pu·d. \YP 111i~~;ht just a:' well thro\V 
the Bill in the waste-paper basket. 

::\Ir. ROBERTS•: I notice that the· Cotu:· 
cil"s. an1endn1ent includes the \Vord~ "nor 
a friendly society... Do I understand tha; 
there is a pmsibility of the Bill being used 
to interfere with the work of friend!v 
societies? I ce·rtainly protest against anY 
interference with the work of friendl7 
societies by the Bill. · 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC WORKS : Bv the 
original definition. that i5 not prono5;d at 
all. -

Qqestion put and passed. 

The Hou:3e resun1e-ci. The CnAIR:'-!AX rs­
porteJ that the Committee had disagreed t•) 
the Leg-i~1atiYe CouEcil's aE1end1n2nt i!l the 
Bill. -

~I;:~~ AGE TO C Ol.XC1L. 

The Bill "\V3.5 or,d_eret._~ ;:o be :!.'t>turnt.-:..d_ LD r.:·ce 
Council "\Yith the £!J~lo· ,·ing· n1f's:3agt·:-

;. )Ir. Pre~ident.-

Lt:.>~.:i~latiYe Cnnllf·i~ 
l'<?l~ltin~ to· th~ 
BiE. :_)..::Z no;,\· t-t:-• 
di:;:.a'?l'€"*-" -to tii:le rrLHeEdnH:~lts-

'·B-~-~au:;;c- tht:.·,· inreri .. _:.:·• -..v~;:-~ ·.-. 
g·e2ier.1 ~ .;;chenH:? L~£ rh~· Bill.· 

::\E\Y R.-UI.\L'.Y:"" 
::..IE~-3t1.GE: FRO)l {'o:_·x;..~L 

BRISBA~-E EXE-IIBITI{)::.J LA~D~. 
LEAS:CS BILL 

RETr_-~:s-ED FROr.,_ CouNCIL 

tlt:-:; ::,:'!t...l 

XD.JOL'Rl\MEI\:T 

Tb? beg· ~o tnon?-Tlut ti1Lc1 
I-1ou~e - The busine.:;s Dn 

Tuesdav next wi.l! the consideratio-n of 
the Public Service Amendment Bill, the 
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill. 
'he Council's amendments t-o the Brisbane 
Tran1 ways Purcha "'"' Bill. an.d then the Fir& 
Brigade;. Bill. 

Question P'~t r;as6ed. 

The 
past 11 

a·ijourt..·::d ::~.t ftft2en 
p.m. 

:nut~ 




