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Brisbans Exhibition Lands.

[2¢ FrErrUARY.] Questi

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Fripay. 20 FeBrUARY, 1920

The Speaxze (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree)

took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock p.om.

QUESTIONS.
1.0s3E3 OF SKINS ON RAILWAYH.
Mr. ROBERTS (Eust Toowoowhal, in the

absence of Mr. Hodge. asked the Secretary
for Railwazs—

1. By what firms and persons have
clatms been made against the Railway
Pepartment in respect of marsupial and
other skins consigned with that depart-
ment and lost in transit by the depart-
ment between 1st May, 1918, and 3ist
January. 19207

2. What is the value of the skins
sltected by such claims?

“ 3 What steps are being takea by
the department to bring to justice the
offenders responsible for losses?

“4, Has anv prosecution been insti-
tuted by the department in respect of
such losses?

““5. What pavments have been made
by the department to date in respect of
the claims mentioned in  question
No. 177

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,

Challagoe) replied—

“ 1. Sturmfels, Limited: Wileox,
Mofflin, Limited; Dalgety and Com.-
pany: New Zealand Loan and Mercarn-
tile  Agency Company: Moreheads,
Limited; Australian Estates and Mort-
guge Company: Mactaggart Brothers;
Winchcombe, Carson, Limited: John
Bridge and Company; Fenwick and
Company.

2. Amounts claimed by firma—
£5,790.

3 Full inguiry made and police
snformed. :
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4, Wo.
o InIng.

5 £4237 4s. 24, bur proceeds of
sales of unclaimed consignments realised
£75% 16s. 1d., and reduced actual loss
to £3,483 2: 1d. Large leosses of skins
have also heen made by the railways in
wrher e

e not forth-

APrOINTMENTS 10 Lrcistative COUNCIL,
ar. SWAYNE

CMiren B

1. Why were noy cne or more farmers
nded among  the fourteen appomt-

ments just made o the Legislative
Couneil 7

2 Is it not desirable thaw the agri-
cultural intevests should be strongly
vepresented in both Chambers?

“3 s 1t a fact that the recent
aprointments  inelude  smong their

number seven officials of political or
jadustrial organisations. three gentlemen
holding positions on Labour newspapers,
snd two who have been defeated at
Parliamentary elections during the last
three years”
PREMIER repiied—
“1te 3. I do not hold myself obliged
1o answer the hon. member’s guestion.”

m

SRIFF AT PARLIAMENTARY REFRESHMENT-ROOMS.

Mr. PETRIE (Tcowmbwl;, in the absence
of Mr». Moore, asked the Chief Secrerary—
“Taking inta consideration the large

sum  required from the taxpavers of
Quesnsland ro make up the losw on
the Parliamentary Refreshment-rooms

through charging an wunprofitable price
for meals, and in view of the large
rumber of additional members appointed
to the Legislative Council, will he con-
sider the question of raising the tariff
for meals =0 that the rooms may he
self-supporting #7’

The PREMIER replied—

““ The matter will be consideved.”
STaTe CANNERY AND PINEAPPLE CROP.
Kr. BEBBINGTON I without

notice, asked the
Stute Enterprises—
‘1. Is the Minister aware that the
summer crop of pineapples is rapidly
coming to marurity, and for a few weeks
the sear’s labour of many sertlers, in-
cluding soldier sertlers. will be in danger

af being lost or seriously reduced through

T
LS

Minister in charge of

2. Is he aware thar some privately
rwned canneries are working overtime
and making efforts to deal with the
rosition ?

3 What number of cases per week
i6 the State cannery dealing with at
present ?  Can that number be increased
nce? Could not overtime or two
thifts be worked for a few weeks?

* 4. Seeing that the wholesale price is

goed one, especially since a rise of 3s.
per dozen took place. is not 6 por case
a low price comnparatively?

o5 Will the Minister use his
ence with the manager cf the State can-

[ASSEMBLY.] Suppia,

and also private cwne
t a. minimum price of Bz per case,
and slso use evers effort ro deal withr
the whole crop at that price, to prevent
less 1o producers?

6. If any shoriage of tinpiab
other necess material has taken place
through the shipping strike, will he ab
¢nes get into communication with those
interested and communicate with Hon.
W. AL Hughes. and ascertain if such
supplies can be obtained by rail?”

The RECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Krppel) replied—

1 cannot give the hon. member
reply as definitely and specifically  as
he apparently desires, but I would iike
to say that the machinery in the State
cannery has been running only a few
weeks. I have asked the manager to
absorb as fully and as rapidly as pos--
sible the farmers’ crops at a reasomabis

i I may say that 6s. is not & loWw

UNEMPLOYED POSITION.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalbu),
asked the Premier—

» Will he take the opportunity t
dax to secure the leave of the House io
make a statement upon the }xnemp}o;‘--
ment position and outline the immediate
plans and policy of the Government far
dealing with Tthe present widesps d
niisers arising from the lack of work
throughout the State?”

The PREMIER replied—

T do not think it iz necessary
ask the permission of the House to m
a statement, but if, as opportunity oreure,
hon. members will discuss the questicn
cn the Estimates, which have been befcre
the Chamber for some days, I shall be
prepared to answer any questions they
desire to put.”

NI

without

PAPERS.
The following papers, laid on the talle,
were ordered to be printed:—
Regulations of 1920. under the Gas
of 1916.

Regulations of 1820, under the Hlertric
Light and Power Act, 1886,

RUPPLY.
RestMPTION OF (COMMITTEE—SIXTEENTH
ALLOTTED Day.

(Mr. Smith, Mackay, in the chair.)

Question—That £425.000 be granted for
“ State Insurance Office "—stated. :

Mr. BEBBINGTON : In the first speech 1
made in this House on an Address in Reply,
I made the remark that the cost of insur-
ance was too high, and ought to be z=-
duced. That was my opinion then, and my
opinion to-day i3 that the premiums cn
workers’ compensation insurance are st
a long way too high, considering everything,
and ought to be reduced. The Government
insurance of workers’ compensation is a long
way from coming up to that of some of the
companies which the Government prac i
wiped out of exiztence when they ob




NS TER [26 Fzeet
The . Thi letter which I
have
iry re Too-
3 surance  Com-

a number of
1ed to its policy-
o:)3 ycr cent. of the premiuns
d te 1tz shareholders an annual

of 10 wer cenr. Whilst it
rged a rate which was lower than the

tariff, it made a spect
of <dealing  liberally with

* When

the company wag comne
owing to the provisions

*5 wind-up

the Act un der which the Government
rreared a monopoly in workers’ comp
cation  business for its own office, the

stribution of the auumularvd
cunted to n\mnerhinw hike four
amount of puid-up capiral.
“I shall be glad to give sou anv
further information on ﬂ”s subject which
may be of service = vou)

profits
times

pale

his company was working for some vears in
Toowoomba. I had returned the fivst vear
#= much as 60 per cent. of the pmmmm pmd
and 10 per cent. on rhe capital which was
tistributed when the company was wound up
compulsorily  to  Government interference
For every 10s. I put into that company I
received back £2 a2t the final distribution.
The State Office falls a Jong way short of that
co-gperative company iIn business manage-
ment. Those who insured with that com h
lose at least 30 per cent. through the Crown
making a monopolr of that insurance. Th(n
again, the premiums under rhe Workers
ony ation Act must have yisen fuily 25
per cent. during the last three yea without
the compensation increasing u;u(‘uondinf_‘

SULLivax: That is

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Are not the pre-
miurs based on the amount of wages pald ?
Are ner employers debited with a certain
percentage of the wages paid by them? The
benefirs were fixed permanently three vears
ago and have not been increased since. On
the other hand, w ages have increased dmmg

not corroct.

the last three years by abour 25 per cent.
Mr. Grepsox: Wrong again.
Mr. BEBBINGTON : Thevefore, the pre-

nlums bemg based on the amount of wages
paid. they must have increased according
to the increase in wages. Bur the permanent
compensation for death has not been
increased.  The Insurance Depaltment ought
to pax w very big dividend. When this Act
was being passed, it was stated that it would
work upon a co-operative basis, that it was
not to be made a means of getting revenue
from one”portion of the people ro relieve
another portion; that is, that no portion of
the profits from insurance was to be carried
to revenue. which would be taxing one class

in order to relieve another. We know per-
fectiv. well that money from the Insurance
Department has been carried forward to

rcheve other departments.  Therefore. this
Insurance Department is being made another
means of taxation, & way of addmg an extra
to one class of people. There are several
sons why the Government ought to be
runt the Imsurance Department on
z@mmm\ than a pri\'ate company. In
T8t - has to 1nsure,

isk or mot. In
rietor of

é
It

I.

ne own t:!‘ or

hL n

T
llt[l(\ risk,

; to insure,

rates are than they should

Lock at New South \\ ales. I know the

f(‘*(ht\ zie greater here than they are in

New Seurh \\ ales: bur the premiwms are
cansiders iy

Hno Do not the benehits

ond?

B RBI\GT(‘)\' Ncthing  like 16,
S.W,
Per cent

s d. s d. s,

B1 iclnnaking 27 6 11 6to27 ©
26 0 100
35 0 22 6
3 35 0 30 0

Timber-

getters J 72 0
Meutworks ... 22 06 3 0
Laundries 17;6to25 0 9 0
Jam factories ... 22 & 9 0
20 0 6 0
15/- 10100 0 13 6

I contend that anvthing likke 100s. per cent.

or 20s. per cent. is a Iong way too high foxr-
any insurance in re:pect of fanmno" or auy-
thnw of that kind, where there is very little
It appears to me that the business the’
Insurance Department have hold of is one
vou could run with vour ey shut. The
premiums ave made so high you could employ
as many hands as vou liked, and veck-
s with the whole thing. and it could not
help paying. because rthere arve so many
businesses in which there is practically no
risk and upon which comparatively high pre-
miumsz are enfor If it were worked upon
a co-operative basis, where the benefits were
retirnied to those who paid the premiums,
it would be a very different matter. I ask
the MMinister to  consider very carefully
whether these premiums cannot be reduced
by at least 3G per cent. T am sure they ought
to be. when a co-operative company returned
30 per cent. of the premiums and paid 10
per cent. on the Cup'tﬂT

Hon. J. Mrroax: They did not give the
benefits we are giving under the Act.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The benefits have
not been increased correspondingly with the
increase of premiums.

Hon. J. Mrrrax: More than correspond-
ingly.

Mr. BEBBINGTOXN : And not correspond-
ingly with those under the New South Wales
Act.

Hon. J. Mrurray: If
last might, vou would have
on that point.

AMr. BEBBINGTON: At death there is a
matter of abour £100 more paid in Queens-
land than in New South Wales. But we find
that manv of the premiums here are double
those of New South Wales. Take clothing
manufacturers. In Queensland it is 12s. &d.
per cent. and in New South Wales it is 2s.
6. per cent.

Hon. J.
benefits ?

My, BEBBINGTON :: Perhaps 25 per cent.
more in Queensland; and the premiums are
125 per cint. more.

Hon. J. Mvizany: A man is not
getting the benefits at all there.

Mr. Bebbhington.]

vou had been here
heard my reply

AMrirax: And what are the

sure of
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My, BEBBINGTON : That is ail ¢

The hon. gentleman knows peris

that the law is Dbehind any pe

Bouth Wales the same as it 1s hete. And

he knows the State uses the same nwans to

give as little compoumtlon as possibie.

Hon. J. Muvrrax: Not at all. We are most
generous,

Mr, BEBBINGTOXN: I admit they are
generous; but they are not going to pay any-
thing they can avoid or that we are not
entitled to. It is about time public opinion
woke up as to this matter of extraciing pre-
miums from the people and making this
another taxation department. The =zo0ner
there is a public inquiry into this matter the
better.

{4 p.m.]

Mr. BRENNAN (Znownaomba): The hon.
member for Dld\tOll appears 10 have found
another mare’s nest to bring before the Com-
mitten. In what he is misquoting there is
a certain amount of truth.

Mr. Bessingrox : Is that letter right or iz
it not?
Mr. BRENNAN: I would ask the hon.

member what people had shares in the com-
pany? One man swho mert with an accident,
and who was paid compensation for a few
weeks, when he became permanently injured
could not get a settlement from the com-
pany. ’Ihe “hon. member for Pittsworth was
insured in the company. and the company
would not pay him compensation for the
accident he sustained. It only shows how
dishonest the company was when it closed

down upon the just claim of an insurer,
“The hon. member for Dravton should
apologise to the House.

Mr. BepBingroN : What for?

Mr. BRENNAN: This company had a

selecty few who took no risk whatever. In
connection with fire insurance, they had no
fire at all among their own friends, and they
could not help but retarn 60 per cenr. profit.

Mr. BeseixeTON: They accepted every
application made to them, as far as I know.
Mr. BRENNAN: There was an unfortu-

nate man in Toowoomba who met with an
accident, and broke his leg in three places
above the ankle, before this Government
started the State insurance scheme. We
accepted a lump sum of £50 in sertlement
of the claim. That was a man who was
permanently injured for life. This Govern-
ment pays something like £450 for a similar
accident. You can go to the clerk of perty
.gessions and get a settlement within twenty-
four hours at the present time. We know
how the Government have reduced the rate
of premiums payable, and are showing a
profit on the business. vet we find the hon.
member for Drayton making wild and ramb-
ling statements in connection with this
matter. The hon. member said that farmers
oould not get a refund of the land rax. vet
he knew of a farmer who got a refund for
ghree successive years, bui iwas not honest
enough to say that he knew abour ir. No
matter how we disagree in politics, we must
be fair and give the Commissioner credit for

making a success of the enterprise. I trust
the hon. member for Dravton will nor be
guilty of any more conduct of thxs kind.

 Mr. GLEDSON {Ipswick): 1
tion to the unwarranted attack
member for Drayvton on the {ommi

[Mr. Bebbington.

AMBLY .
by saving that the Insurance Office could ba
run Vuth Tour nd saving thib
there is reckle . As hon. mem-
bers on this side have pointed out, the Stats
Insurance Ofﬁ(’e is  the bright spot in

Government enterprise.

Mr. BeBBINGTON : So it is, but the preminms
are too high.

Mr. GLEDSON: I do not know what
troubles the hon. member. unless it is that
he has lost two or three shillings of dividend
in the company he was 1in, which had to
clese up, as it could not make a ploht out
of workers’ compensation in Toowoom!
evervone who low\ a few shillings of g
because their company is wound up in the
interests of the State 1s to have the privilege
of attacking o{ﬁ(‘er" of the depariment. what
sort of political life have we come to?

My, BessingToN: Do your business on a
fair basis.
Mr. GLEDSON: It is a mean and paliry

attack to make on an officer of a department.
who. evervone admits. is sympathetic and is
doing something for the country which was
never done before—that iz, giving the
workers a fair deal. The hon. member says
that premiums in Queensland have been
increased becauze wages have been incressed
25 per cent.. while compensation has notr besn
increased one peuny: but that, on the face
of it, is a <deliberate misstatemen:. He
knows that the Workers” Compensation Act
provides that 50 per cent. of the wages shall

be paid in compensation.. The hon. mpmbw
said  that while premiums increased,
compensation did not increaze.

Mr. BesBINGTON: I said compensation in
case of anyone killed.

Mr. GLEDSON: In the case of a man
who was gettiug £3 a week, the compensa-
tion would be £1 103 a week, and if he

got £4 a week the compensation would be
£2. The relatives of a man who is killed,
who got £3 a week. or £156 a vear. receoive
an amount equal to three years’ wages. w hx(h
comes to £363 compensation. At £4 a week,
the compensation would be £600. ~\n
increase of wages from £3 to £4 a week
would mean increasing the death allowance
to widows and 01pham from £468 to £600.
When men get up and make such deliberate
misstatements——

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon. mert-

ber is not in order in saving that anorh
hon. member makes deliberate misstatements

Mr. GLEDSON: I will withdraw the
expression.

Mr. Beseixgrox: You know there is ne
increase in the full amount of £600. The
amount of £600 has not been increased. not-
withstanding the 23 per cent. increase in

wag

Mr. GLEDSON : The hon. member knows
that compensation under the Workers’ Com-
pensation Act is based on the wages earned
for the preceding three years. (,omupnm-
tion is not pald in a lump sum at death.
The hon. member for Drayton also compared
workers' compensation here with the position
in New Scuth Wales, but there is no com-
parison  between New South Wales and
Queensland. We have our own special cases,
Trefortunately, I have had my share of them
in connection with the mdu\h I he a
engaged in. One man received an
New South Wales— foss of a




Sunpiy.

get ong penny of

he did not compensation
thers. He came to Queensland. and was
unfortunate enough to get hit on the eyve
with a piece of coal, and losi the other eye.
The Commissioner did not sav, * Go down t0
New South Wales and gzer vour compensa-
tion.”” but paid him tuh compematlon and
the man went back to New South Wales
immediately after that. A similar case
arcse in New South Wales, which it cosr
the union £80 or £9) to fight to get H150
eompensation for the injured man,

Hon. W. H. Barves: That iz an isolated
case.

\iz‘ GLEDSON : It 1z one ca We find,

rom a Press report of 4 case in Victoria the

ther day, that they have to 20 1o court to
ot their cases settled there the same as in
New South Wales: wheveas the Queensland
Commissioner, in his report. savs that there
have been ounly two cases taken to the court
iz Queensland our of 30,000 claims,

Myr. Suizer: Probably
than two in Victoria.
Mr. GLEDSON : This is o= of them. A
man was killed, and the judge gave an
award of £400, to be paid ar the rate of
£9 a month. The costs amounted to £30.
which brought the compensation down to
£370. as against £600 which would have
vable in Queensland. The widow in
this case had three voung children dependent
on her for support.
I would like to reply to a statement made
connection with miners’ phthisis cases
A complaint was made last nighe abour
£10.00C being paid out of the weneral insur-
ance premiums to assist miners’ phthisis
«<ases,  The mining industry in Queensland
pavs a good sum of money in premiuins, Not

there were no more

only in connection with miners phthisis,
bt for general compensation. and that

moneyv is relieving the general revenue of
the Stare. 1f it was not paid in this waz,
it would have to be paid by the Home
Bacretary’s office. and would come from the
general revenue of the State. Hon. members
opposite should remember that it would come
from the consolidated revenue through the
Home Secretarv’s Department, instead of
being admmbtmed by the Insurance Commis-
stoner in the intevests of those unfortunate
workers who are suffering from thar disease.
Question put and passed.

GOVERNMENT ADVERTISING OFFICE.

The TREASURER : I move that £6.231 be
granted  for ' Governmenr  Adverrising

‘Office.”’
My, VOWLES: I would like to ask
whether not only the Government Advertis-

ing Office but all other advertising is under
the control of the one head”

The TReasUReR: Ir is under the control of
Mr., Watson.

Question put and passed,

THE TREASTURER.
CENTRAL SUGAR-MIL

The PREMIER : I move thas ;33‘.
granted for * Central Sugar-mills Fund.”

*Mr. SWAYNE: This is a question which
I think is well worthy of some discussion.
one who looks at the reports in connec-
tmn with the Central sugar-mills will see
that we have got £1,500.000 invested in these
mills. and they are largely connected with

the weifare of the largest agricultural indus-

be

FEBRUAR

rt‘

7.} Sunply,

Government ¢
which is becom ng e
with Government ¢
vers noticable during

The position during &t
emphasises the antagor
berween tho extreme unior?cm

econnection
and it was
welve nonth 5.

exist~
1 the Icum
thn impossi-

bil is under the
domination of =¥ Tions. 1o give
fair play to i Whenever the two

interests cola ¥ always find that
the Government decides dgainat the interests
of the farmers. Righi from the very first,
awaw back in 1916 at the fime of the Dickson
award. we know that the influenee of these
unions has been det imental §o the growers,
and every time treil interests da\n the
Government invariably uac’ down and sae
fice the favmers inter to those of the
organisation. I mighr point out what took

place just before the Dickson award was
made. We know that when the case was
proceeding. the (Government instructed

Crown counsel to appear and urge the inclu-
sion in the award of an impossible dietary
scale. We also know that the Dickson award
provided for retrospective rates of pavment
which were illegal and could not be entorced
by law., None of #he mills of Queensiand
complied with the award. sc far as the retro-
spective pavments were concerned, except
those under Government control. Although
there was no compulsion on the part of the
Governiment to pay those retrospective ta.t:eq
they paid them just the same. which mean

that the sum of £5.000 was tuken out of thv

farmers’ pockets, as it had 3o vome off the
price which they received f their cane.
Then. again, we find that during the strikes,

the work of
jecpardises
whers
th ths
farmers have besn
and work the mills for
they save their

which are Fonstanth’ omuz'rmﬁf
the mills is hung d b
the farmers’ o
this has oceurr
co-operative 1mi
allowed to =o
themselves, and in 3
crops.  Generaily. dispufe occurs over
which the faxmu« ave ng control. and
their harvest is hung up. Owing to the
action of the co-operative mills and private
mills in this z‘espect, they can get their
cane off, bui in the wcase of the Govern-
ment mills. when a request made for
permission to work the mtlls by the farmers,
in the same way as the farmers work the
co-operative mills, the request is invariably
refused. 1 can cite the cases of South John-
stone and Proserpine mills 1o prove ths
correctness of my contention. With regard
to Proserpine, «during the last two years
we have had very marked instances where the
farmers’ intere were sacrificed to the
demand of the exire ts. As vou know,
Mr. Smith, there are awards for the mill
workers and also for the field workers. You
also know that the State is divided into
three districts so far as the various awards
are concerned. Txve Proserpine and Mackay
mills happen to be in the Central District
so far as the awards are concerned. It hap-
pens that the awards in the Northern district
are higher than those in the Central. A
demand was made at Pr pine for the
Northern award to 2pPiy o that area. and
the management tn that demand.
That added to anuaccm
and the extra ¢
cane, I f
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. know that some of the
ot one-half of what it was
cir crops would be. Thon, again,
ese mills. there 18 a delay in
1y oyu-r;;ri(,»n- at the South Johnstone
and this cerurs vesr after vear. We
0% 1 Co id not be helped when the miil
but ir s going on \mr after ve
atement her
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there

was ;
bur the n d not start
mm(-ndod that the late
o the farmers’ inter

romie guestions on %
I 1vphe~ are some-
ay that I know

submit to 1
upon them. what mmeaamg I

l.,d‘e
e for Vo 1 rates & great many men in trc Pm erpine distriet.
in the Procrzpmr_\ They are all fellow-farmers of mine, and
n resisted, because thcy naturatly come ta me in their trouble.
vow g t\;J well, and they were In October last, T asked the Treasurer the
vasing the award rates. following questions:—
. agreed to pay it. Why LI a fact that. notwithstandin
1 the 1‘1utn" " the award of the court had placed

s 'NE: Agreed under compulsion, in the Cenirei Division. the Bureau of
ngthened Lh*‘()d"’_b the mill vx(]dnn the Crentral Sugar-mills agreed to the wages
wvmu\ vear. owing to the action of and conditions awarded for the Novthern

; Division being applied to the employees

snlayes hew had to give way. Lvasian . A
ied z resolution that owing 1o the In the Proserpine Mill?
the rm} hands in the nrevious “ 2 If so, will not the increased. coss
hev had cption and no choice, of mapufﬁ(tmc resulting from this_con-
to gl You =ee how cession to the Awstralian Workers’ Unicn
vierimised through méan an increasc in the cost of manwu-
© seing  under  political facture. and a decrease in the money
'ves to excercise the LOn[e"]rio;L available to pay the grower for his cane?
bn this side of the House in ¢ 3. Is it nor reasaonable to suppose tha
State enterprises—that it is thxs vielding on the part of the bureau
r pC:SG!bl(»IO _ure s sufficient centrol through last season  encouraged the Australian
the intrusion of welities. I oam speaking of Workerss Union to make a similar de-
sne will, but the same sort of thing has mand on the farmers this crushing, the
: !

the Government mills.
L,H‘“nt“(}. upon it very
was speaking at Babinda,

o b utterly powerless to do
I can rpention the case of a mill

d in

nearly

iving war to which, under an accom-
anying threat of strike if not glanted
:ans again a further increase in work-
r2 be borne by the producer?”’

Iy when
ms

wh the men Lhe Tressurer. Mr. Theodore, -gave the fol-
sugar. Five men lowing repli
bug ten were put “ L Ye
1 od that in 2 a*d 3. No such results are apprez
ould he hended. The general manager of Go
e mar ment Central sugar-mills 15 of opin

was that the (oncosmon will insure industrial’
ical working of the

et

%‘(’ the den
manager vesisted the resce, end the econor
@ sirike. The farmers mill in consequence.

i1 ;‘onglaw!a'e& him . .
taken, because they In spite of that forecast by the Treasurer,

ion that at last some we have had nothing but a constant stream
made against this of troubles during this crushing, bec%use L
mand on the part departrment vielded to the demand that was
made at the growers’ expense. That is the
BI"‘\ane ih‘n rho~e whole reasor why we have all the trouble
we have at the Proser pme Mill this seascm.
Again. I find that T asked the Treasurer—

3

ut an order
should be ren

‘nd they . were rvein-
stated. i i

fact that, in spite of the
made to workers in the
Mill by the Comptroller of
mills, for the purpose of
pence, as menticned

(M. Swayne.
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weply te my  guestion of st
there is at the present moment

there and the miil iz in cha1g

who arve ’)‘LIUOLI\ of the
Auscralian W 011\91\ Trnien. 7
veply was, ** No.” I have here 3
which says the reply was, ' Yes’
that exactly whas I indlcatod in

westion did take place, in spite of the

easurer’s denial. He tuallv  denied
ilere was a strike d.ll(] there was

&0 pom ] a strike. There is no getting
away from the evidence, which

shows that the troubles these growers were
under this last crushing is entirely owing to

these  industrial d In the case of
co-operative and privatelv-owned mills. as the
Treasurer himself pointed out. there is much
less than in the State-controlled mills, and
the only coneclusion you can come to is that
it is owing to the weakness invariably shown
in giving way. I also asked—

Was the canegrowers’ board of
dwce at the Proserpine officially con-
\mred in connection with any of the
recent strikes, or asked for any assistance
in helping to deal with the situation
created by them?

2. Did the Canegrowers’ Association
ar fho Proserpine wire him supporting,
or in any way regarding the action of
the Pxo«mpme Mill management in the

x

stand it adopted?

© 3 so. dl( he reject the advice of
the growers’ board by granting the
strikers’  request  for controlling the

p

I might point out that on the lines of the

wiployment of labour in the mill?”

1911 Act, in accordance with an amendment
maoved by myself to that Aect, a growers’
hoard of advice was appointed, but the

growers complained that their advice was
not taken. In reply to my questwn as to
whether he rejected the growers’ advice, he
says © No'': he did not reject it. Yet here is
a copy of a letter to the Treasurer himself
in which it is pointed out that his reply to
me ¢ directly contrarv to facts. This is
the comment thai the growers of Proserpine
made on the Treasurer’s reply to me denving
that such a thing happened—

“ The Honourable the Treasurer

Qucensland, Brisbane.

“8ir,—I1 have bheen directed to point
out to vou that your reply to question
No. 3 which was asked by Mr. Swayne
is not correct, as you did reject the ad-

. vice of the Growers’ Boafd by granting
| the strikers’ request for controlling the
. employment of labour in the Proserpine

of

* I have the honeur to be,
Yours. ete.,

ML

T Becretary,

A. MACKENZIE,
P. ¥. and (. G.
Association.”

have to complain of the inaccu-
racy. to say the least of if, of the replies we
get from the other side. Now, we have a
direct refutation of an answer which the
Treasurer gave me. He is either ignorant
of what taking place when he says there
is no strike when there is a strike, or else—
well. we can leave it to the Commitiee to
think for themselves. Either he is ignorant
or he is misleading. I have here a most
striking instance of the way the losses run
up under this control. I have here a letter

We often

&
1
I3
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vhich point that ever since the present
Government SITUN S iR Ee] OfﬂCC t‘]L‘ }O\be j85s

miil kitchen have been on an
itio.  In 1814, in working the
kirmen they lost £30. The loss has in-
cressed and increazed until in 1917 it was
£500. and in 1918 it actually amounted to
nearly £1.000—it came to £900 odd. Im
view of sach 11nnrr evidence of the in-
capability of this Government to run a mill
kitchen, iz i+ any wonder that they are
behind  to the tune of something like
£1.500.060 in working the railways? I think
1 have pointed out how incompatible it is
te the gvm\m.,' interests that rhou affairs
should be cm'no]led by a Gmemment that
under the dominance of un!ons, that is
union-ridden, e we know unionism to-day—
an irresponsible, sulcidally selfish unionism;
and these men arve up against the growers.

is another matter I should like
to draw attention to before I sit down. I
find 1t rather difficult to understand why
mills that are under Government control
should pay a lower price than mills under
co-operarive or private control. Of course,
I know the reply will be that the Coentral
Board have control of these matters and
fixes the price, but in the case of the Proser-
pine the price was fixed by the local board,
aud I am curious to know what pressure was
brought to bear on those growers to induce
them te accept a price of 2= per ton less
than what the other mills had to pay. In
my own electorate the same thing occurred.
While the board award was £1 10s. 3d. for
12 c.c.s. cane, these two Government mills

w 1k1nn the

11 \11]0

Theve

- "P1o~erpine and North Eton—were let off at
for the same quality,

and T must
E sons that are
given by the control as to why there should
be this difference in price. TLooking at the
report upon the Government Central sugar-
mills, we find on page 4—

“ Although subsequently, in further-
ance of these arrangements and represen-
tations, a price for cane, apploxlma’celv,
2:. per ton lower than other mills in the
Mackav district was fixed by the local
cane prices board, the growers appealed
against the wprice, which appeal was
dismissed. The contention that such a
mill as North Eton, with all its cane
supply on a very Ilght tramline, is in
a similar position to a mill dra“mg its
main supplies by railway is not sound.
It is not possible for a mill whose tram-

are revenue- ploducmnr three months

il 8s. 3d.

\}

ways
per annum, to pay intevest, deprecia-
tion. and maintcnance on such tram-

ways and rolling-stock, and haul cane at
a price similar to the Railway Depart-
ment. whose plant is revenue-producing
throughout the year, and whose charges
ave lighter.”
The comptroller raised the contention that
a mill that is served by the railway is better
off than a mill served by some tramlines.
But I might point out that another mill—
Plane Creek—in the same district, served
almost wholly by its own tramlines, pavs a
higher price. I know that the Central Board,
in their wisdom. defeated the appeal, because

an appeal was made by the grow against
£1 8s. 3d.  Although they stood bv the
Treasurer in the matter——

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s

full time had expired.
Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): I do mnot know
why the hon. member for Mirani devotes

Mr. Collins.]
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5o much time to a mill in my electorate.
because I think I am quite competent to look
after both the growers and the mills in
that electorate. But every session he devotes
a certain amount of his fime to this matter,
while he would be far better occupied look-
ing after the interests, mav be. of his own
Homebush farmers who are under the control
of the Colonial Sugar Refining Company. I
am not going to say that all the dhpu es
that took place in Proserpine were justified.

Mr., SwayXE: I should think not.

Mre. COLLINS: But I am going ‘to say
that the farmers in that district, may be,
have a little more confidence in the district
than the hon. member has, because on Thurs-
day, the 8th January, I asked the Treasurer
the following question:—

‘“1. How many tons of ecane were
crushed at the Proserpine mill for the
1919 season?

“ 2. How many tons of raw sugar were
made from cane crushed?

*3. What was the average price paid
per ton of cane?

4, Was  the
crushed ?

“ 5, Has the area under cane increased
or decreased for the 1920 season?’’

whole of the cane

And the replies were—
‘1, Tons cane, Proserpine, 1918, 35,260.
¢ 2. Tons raw sugar made. 4.376.
14" 3. Average price per ton cane, £1
|,
*4. All available cane was crushed.
5, The area under cane has increased
for 1920 season.”

‘That is my reply to the hon. member for
Mirani, Just imagine an intelligent body
of favmers which I represent to ‘be so
foolish, as the hon. member for Mirani would
make this House believe they are. as to
put more cane under crop than the vear
before ! Men do not do such foolish things
as that in my electorate—they might do them
in the hon. member’s electorate. He is
always interfering in Proserpine, and any-
one who followed Proserpine closely last
season knows well that we. had all those
disputes practically after the hon. member
had been continually asking questions. He
is the one who stu: up strikes, because the
questions he asks in this House have an
influence outside of it. When the Dickson
award was put into operation the hon. mem-
ber and some of his party got the Proserpine
farmers out on strike for a numbe1 of weeks,
and practically helped. to some extent. to
ruin the district at that particular time, and
1 think they will never forgive the hon.
member for Mirani for the advice he
tendered at that particular time,

Hon. W. H. Barxes: You are the cham-
pion for stirring up strikes.
Mr. COLLINS: I am not a champion for

stirring up strikes. I am a man who keeps
people in their proper place. like I am trying
to keep the hon. member for Mirani in his
proper place. If Proserpine is such a terrible
place as the hon, member for Mirani says,
and the farmers cannot get their cane
crushed, how is it that the Auditor-General
says on page 4—

‘ Appendix B shows that the highest
price paid for cane was at ‘/Iulgrav
with Isis. Proserpine. and Plane Creek
following in the order mentioned,”

[Mr. Collins.
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or, in other words. Proserpios

highest place in the payments for

ler,’\s read the p vments. and the relative

prices for 12 c.c.s. to grower Ther are

as follow :—

£ s 4.

“ Babinda .. 113 8
South Johnstone 112 4
Mulgrave 110 4
Proserpine T 2
North Eton 1811
sis 1818
Gin Gin . 1 8.8
Mount Bauplb 148 8
Mossman 17 2
Plane Creek 16 37

Let the hon. member explain that. Planﬁ

Creek is in his electorate. and that iz whers
the farmerz are geiting ruined. According
to the report of Mr. W. J. Short, it says
on pa‘*e d—

‘The opelahom of this mill resulted
iu a profit of £57248. which was appro-
priated for redemption. etc., as provided
for by the local award.

‘Only 24.800 tons of an estimated

0]0 tons of cane were harvested from
Pw»elpme area owing to frost, but
arrangements were made whereby sur-
plus Burdekin cane. amounting to 31,403
tons, was treated at Proserpine Mill. X

‘Thiz extra cane saves] the situation,
the extra tonnage treated so affecting
overhead charges that the mill was able
to distribute a further cane payment at
the close of the season.”

Now, if the Proserpine Mill was so badly
managed. how is it that when I went along
among the farmers on the Inkerman Estate.
some of them came miles to thank me per-
sonally and tell me to thank the Government
for the way in which they have been treated
at the Proserpine Mill, notwithstanding the
fact that their cane had to be railed nvarly
100 miles? The Burdekin farmers have been
accustomed to private enterprise. There we
have the celebrated John Drysdale at the
present time employing forty Japaneae in
connection with his Inkerman Mill. while
returned soldiers are carrving their swags
round the country after having fought to
protect such men as John Drvsdale.

Mr. WaRREN interjected.

Mr, COLLIN The hon. member for
Murrumba went away and fought for the
property-owners,of Australia, and men like
him are being denied the 11ght to work.
Japanese bemo put on in their stead. His
assoclation are dealmd with the matter at
the present time, and I hope thesr will deal
with it effectively.

My, S1zER:

Mr. COLLINS:

in his proper place.
Mr. S1izer: Oh!

I hope so, too.

And put Johu Drysdaie

Mr. COLLINS: That is another matter,
isn't it? (Laughter.) We have none of these
things happening 1in connection with the

emp]ovment of labour in the Central sugar-
mills, There are noi fortyv Japanese clear-
ing the weeds from the Proserpine tram-
wav: it is being done by the ‘\iutu ¢
of the district. The hon. member £
makes it his special study te fir
he possibly can dig up in ¢




Central mills in dif-
Quecn:land His own cane-
later on, crush the hon. mem-
Mirvani. Th s onlr cne black
the North at present, and it will
v shortly, and it will all
{Laughter.) The best reply
cive the hon. member for Mirani is
at the farmers of Proserpine have more
¢ planted than they have had for a num-

ber for
spot In
be wiped out v

become white.

I can

ber of vears past. It is quite true there
are a ¢ disgruntled men there like the
hon. member for Mirani. We have farmers

at Proserpine who grow less than 50 tons a
vear. Maybe sonme of those who grow 20 or
30 tons write to the hen. member for Mirani.
Some of the largest growers support the hon,
member for Bowen.

Mr. Moore: The capitalist is over there.
The small men are here.

Mr. COLLINS: I am not saying a word
against the small men when they ate genuine,
It is men ke the hon. member for Mirani
who arve always growling that they cannot
get a livelihood; while men who have bigger
minds and, mavbe, more muscle go on the
land and make a success of it. Af any rate,
I am nes going to allow him to get up here
from time to time and howl against the
working men in my electorate: denounemg
the general manager of the Central sugar-
mills, who iz a man with a certain amount
of common sense. That is what vou want
when yvou have to deal with men. The judge
may have made a mistake—I believe he did
—in not including the Proserpine Mill in
the Northern award. The general manager
included it, and paid the Northern award
rates to the mill hands. The hon. member
would have us believe the farmers did nos
agree to that. He knows the farmers did
agree to pay the men in the field the
Northern award rates. Will he deny that?

Mr. Sway~Ne: They had to.

Mr. COLLINS: They agreed at a pro-
pexl\ constituted meetmg: of their organisa-
tion to pay the rates. They are not as mad
as some farmers in other parts of Queens-
land; they possess a good deal of common
sense. 1 am not going to defend all the
disputes that took place at Proserpine.

Mr. MOORE: I see there is an item down
in connection with the Proserpine Central

Sugar Mill that does not appear in _any
other balance- sheet—that is, *‘ Kitchen Sup-
plies, £50.” I would hke to know what

kitchen supplics have to do with a Central
sagar-mill. Is a kitchen provided for the
workers?

The Preyier: There is a kitchen at every
mill for the workers, but there is a different
arrangement about feeding the employees.
Some arrange for their own mess, and in
other cases the mill provides for them.

Mr. MOOQORE: There iz another thing
which struck me as a most peculiar position.
It is referred to on page 7 of the Auditor-
General’s report in oonnectlon with the South
Johnstone Mill. This is what it says—

“One of the faetms contributing to
the loss on the ryear’s transactions was
the price paid for cane. The local board
made sn award fixing the price for
12 c.c.s. cane at 28s. per ton, with a base
price of 275, 6d. Payments were made

atter price. The average c.c.s
whole season was only 10.73,

[20 FesrUary.]
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Swpply,

the avweard rate of which 1s 24s. per ton,
thus accounting for an over-pavment of
3s. 6d. per ton over the whole crop, or
a total overpavment of £8.2437

unbusinesslike

It seems an extraordinarily

sort of merthod to pay before vou have =&
test.
The PrReMIER: We have to pay the base”

price under the award.

AMr., MOORE: The price paid should be
fixed by the test of the cane, the same us
the butter factory pays on the test of the
cream 1t gets.

The PREMIER:
season 15 12 c.o.s.

Mr. MOORE

The PREMIER:

The average price for the

They fixed it too high.
Yes.

Mr. MOORE: And that might happen at
any time. The board fixes a price which

puts 2 mill in a position it has no ecarthly
way of getting out of. It shows the value
of the amendment which Colonel Rankin
endeavoured to have put in the Bill when
ha was in this House.

The CHAIRMAN:
under another vote.

Mr. MOORE: It seems to me such an
extraordinary position for any mill to be
placed in. If butter factories were run on
such a principle as that, we would not have
any factories in Queensland. Some altera-
tion will have to be made. These cane
prices boards will have to understand what
the average c.c.s. of rhe cane is going to
be before they fix the price, so that the mill
will not be involved in a loss, but can pay a
dividend afterwards if necessary. When
there is an accumulated loss of £70.132 at
South Johnstone, it does not look as though
it was going to be a profitable 1nvestment for
Queensland.

The PREMIER:
lished that mill?

Mr, MOORE: Yes. Tt is admitted it was
established in the wrong place, but it is
claimed to be an asset, because 160 farmers
arve settled there who would not have been
there otherwise. It is a pretty expensive
way of doing it. The position may become
better later on. It is to be hoped it will.
It is surely up to the Government to find
some method by which an unavoidable loss
cannot be put on to a mill,

The PREMIER: should think it will not
happen again.

Mr. MOORE : We have had so many things
that were not going to happen again. If
this is going on year after year, itT1s going
tc be a heavy burden on the supphels of
cane to have to pay this amount. I was
rather struck with the speech of the hon.
member for Mirani. He always strikes me as
bemg worth listening to on sugar, because
he iz a grower, and understands the diffi-
culties of sugar- gromng

Mr. Corrixs: He is in this House most
of his time.

Mr. MOORE: He understands the diffi-
culties they have to put up with far more
than the ordinary man who walks through
the sugar districts. My idea is that a man
who grows sugar-cane should understand the
position better than someone who goes round

organising.
Mr. Moore.]

Order! That comes

Do you know who estab-
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My, : I know all the sugar dis-
tricts from Nambour to the Mosman.

Mr. MOORE : Going round organising the
workers.

Mr, Corrixs: I talk to intelligent farmers.

MOORE : I have listened to an intel-
ligent farmer here. When the hon. member
for Bowen said the big men were among
those supporting him, and the small men
went to the hon. member for Mirani, it
struck me as that. if the small men are
going to be downtrodden by the present
Government, and have to come to a member
of the Opposition_to get justice, it is some-
thing the hon. meiber for Mirani should be
extremely proud of. 1 hope he will continue
to be the mainstay of the small man. and let
the capitalists support members on the other
side.

FRY (Huwrilpa): 1 am not a grower,
and am not a_cane worker, but I am going
to air the grievance of one man employed
in the Gin Gin Mill. He claims that he has
endeavoured to secure justice from the de-

partment and also from the unions. First
of all, he belonged to the clerks” union, and
then to the Australian Workers® Union: and

in a general way he has been battered from
pillar to post. He has endeavoured by all
constitutional mnieans in his power to be
heard. e does not claim that the Minister
knows anything about it, but believes that
if the Minister did know the full and true
facts as they appear to him, his po tlon at
the present tims would not be as | I
will give, as concisely as possible,
as it is related to be by this rrentleman
He is Mr. Steele. He had been employed at
work at the Gin Gin Mill as weighbridge
clerk (assistant to the accountant) during
the crushing seasons 1915 and 1916. and as
a labourer during the period intervening,

assisting in the overhauling of machinery.
It appears that he was = good man. and
they retaines] his services during the non-

crushmg season to as<1<t them in overhaul-

ing machinery and doing labouring work
about the Lla{‘e

At 5 o’clock p.m.,

Mr. RoOBERTS, one of emporary
Chairmen, relieved the Chalrman in the
chair.

Mr., FRY : 'Whﬂat he was so employed he

decided to apply for the p051t10n of weigh-
bridge clerk at the Mulgrave Sugar-mill,
at a wage of £4 a weck, and he told the
managenment of his intention. Mr. Stapleton,
the cante inspector, who was in charge
the Gin Gin Mill, gave him a good testi-
monial, and advised him not to apply for
the position at the Mulgrave Mill, as the
position at the Gin Gin Mill would be a
permanent one. Upon this assurance, he
decided not to press his application for
employment at the Mulgrave Mill. But
at the end of the crushing season, Steele
aims that he was con“emtmtlv dlopped for
the benefit of a personal fri of manage-
ment, named Hennessey, who was mixed up
with the manuoe‘nent in a share in a mine.

The REMIER: Could you not see me
wivut f :'.‘.‘ It is 5 very small
matter.

Mr. FRY: It is not a small matter. I

have seen the teshmomah given to the man,
and no one can say that there iz anything
in them which is detrimental; they speak
of him as being one of the ﬁnnsf men who

[Ms. Moore.

mill, 3
wloyment agai:
driven ous of employ
Mili to make way for a friend
of the management, I trust shat the Min-
istor will look into his case. It might be
said that the man was offered employment
again, but you know that once a man kicks
up a “stink’” about the management, he is
going to get the order of the boot from the
management at the first opportunity avail-
able. That has been the practice in afl
Government employment.

o
g
ent 1 was
the Gin Gin

The PrEMIER: Not since this Government

came 11

Mr. FRY : During this Government's term,
I only deal with matters of recent date, and
this 1z one of them. Hennessey had no
claim to the job except that he was a partner
in a mine with the manager of the mill.
Tt is stated that the iron work for the mine
was done at the mill

The Previer: That is a grave chargs.

Mr. FRY: After the man has gone
through all constitutional means by way of
correspondence to ger redress, bui has not
succeeded. the Minister will be justified in
giving him an interview in order to satisfr
himself. This appears to me to be a case
of sacrificing a married man with a family
for a single man. 1 trust the Minister will
take notice of the case.

Mr. SMITH (Mackay): I desire to say
a few words in connection with this vote.
I think that in the General Manager of the

C ntral Sugar Bureau we have a very
pable man, who is thoroughly alive to the
d‘ of his office, and is doing everything
e to bring the Government mills fo

Ho
}as high a state of efficiency as possible. Of
course, we rnust bear in mind that many of
the mulls v&hvb were built in the early days
were puf in the wrong place, and, having
to pay high haulage rates, are not naturally
position to <o the good work which
mills situated in a betror position are capable
of doing. The chief point I wish to refer
to is the price of sugar a*xd the handling of
the Queensland product. e know that the
Government having *lé)OO OOO inve
sugH the success or otlwrwne of the
Central mills is iargely bound up in the price
paid for sugar. I want to refer to guestions
that I asked in the House last week with
reference to the marketing of the Queensland
modud in the Southern States. We know that
the Commonwealth Government are the sole
purchasers of all sugar produced in Queens-

including, of course, that uh} h is pro-
Fuced in our Central sugar _thzt i3
purchased at a base mio of ton.

in a

d

vdin

fand, in ing

£91 3

£21 yer

The vefined product is solz}. I understand, at
£29 10s,
7

a ton. I am also given to understand
I £4 6c. is paid to the
\,nzzmam acting as

qmvnnrw ealth.

the condi-
sjand crop, the
eliberately pro-
this  industry
M«h 1o they were talkmc all over the Com-
mongwealth about the necessity of increased
profluetxon while anyone who understands
the position at all is desirous of seeing our
industries extended as far as
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possible in  Queenslin vet during this to Eobhie

veriod, under the terms of purchase imposed
bv the Commonwealth, this Covernment was
directly prohibited from bmidmg any new
1ills,  from <tending the crushing

sUgar-
".zpamh of avy existing sugar-mills, or from
increasing their efficiency wenerall This was

done at a time when we recognised the neces-

sity of increasing pmduntmn Yet, during
thlb period the Commonwtalth Government
have had to import a large quantity of sugar
to make up the deficiency. Only on three
occasions has sufficient sugar been produced
in Australia to meet the requirements of
the Commonwealth, and only on one occa-
sion has there been a surplus, yet we find
the Commonwealth Government imposing
conditions which deliberately prohibit any
extension of the industry in the State.

I come now to a very important point,
which has a bearing also on the question of
whether central sugarmuh can earn a profi
or not. I have pointed out that there is a
balance of £3 17s. 6d. between the price
paid for raw sugars, the charges for refining,
and what it is being retailed at, What b
would like to know is how that £3 17s. 6d.
iz allotted. I am of opinion that that is
placed to the credit of a fund which recom-
.penses the CommonwealtL Government for
the increased price they have to pay for the
imported article: that is to say. I under-
stand that they have paid a large sum, which
has boen stated in one case as £28 and n
the other =t £34 a ton for Javanese or
Mauritins sugar. That sugar was placed on
the market at the same price as the Queens-
larnd product. That arrangement is one that
is subversive of the interests of the central
sugar-mills. and of the industry generally in
Queensland. It means that, while the Com-
monwealth Government prohlblt the exten-
sion of the industry in Queensland-—prohibit
increased production here—yet they ware
making £3 17s. 6d. of the wealth produced
in Queensland go to pay for sugar grown
by coloured labour elsewhere. In the
Southern States for ma months pasgt the
people have been coraplaining bitterly of the
conditions under which sugar is obtainable
In many places they have to take half raw
and half-refined sugar; in othov laces, they
have only got the raw product; and an
imported article is being placed directly on
the market in the Southern States which
is not produced in (anecﬂsiand One only
nieeds to look at thesugar on the dining-table
of any of the resta and hotels.
rominds me of children trying to make toffer:
it is o sort of sticky mas 1f tof
sagar. in an almost molten condition. That
is the reason why there are serious complaints
and comments about th«\ po n. I want to
make ib clear that that sugar which is
being complained of is, first of all, being
paid for at a higher rite than what is given
f the Queensland produ It being
. coloured labo
where, where the co
such that the Indian .

tions o‘f
Government hav

hibited any further men being sent
India to work on t%ow planfauon« A Pres-
b"tomur mis 50
thevo *C] a ‘miri‘

chisgusted with the v

has recensly published a boo& exy
awful conditions under which sugar is grown
on the Islands. I contend that the industry
is of national importance to the whole Com-
monwealth. It is a most ‘mpmtant industry
in . Queensland; shouid,

we can, snd

Commonwealth,
the conditions
the extension

of pur-
of  the
without let or
the Labour
f o thing must
mply on the basis of cheapness.

anac
that
carried on
is mo part of
to demand tliat

be cnﬂap
have no right to get

We, as a
2 thing meap cheapness depends on
the inadequate payment of any section

engaged in the production of the article.
We say that anyone engaged in the produc-
tion of our primary products should receive
a price which gives them a legmmate return
for labour, and for the capital invested in

the indust and the risks which they run
from various causes. [ am pleased fo see
that action not oniy bemg taken by the
canegrowers., but it is being supported by

the Queenslanoi Government. 'The Premier
has stated that he is going to do his best
to secure better conditions of purchase in the
fufure than has been the vcase in the past.
He has also said. in replr to my question,
that he will not permit of any clause being
inserted in the agreement by the Common-
wealth Govwmnenf hich  prohibits any
increase in the production in this State.
We know that during the swar period the
’)l‘lCe of sugar went up anmmously in eve
of the British Empire. At the present
time, I uuderstand that the British Govern-
ment have paid as much as £40 a ton for
raw sugar grown in the West Indies, and
other Lhargea are superimposed on that.
That mows that the price of sugar is very

high in the world’s market at the present
time. 1 contend that, inessmuch as the
Queensiand industry provided that
commodity he Commonweslth, and &
plentiful suy Luving the war period,
at a price which evervone could afford to
pay. then when the conditions become nor-
mal we_ have ‘he right to demand & stan-

.
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*h@ cost of produc-

g ¥ thing tn
am contending
Ve <hould have
midie qu(’h that the industry
on a #ound economic basis,
will be induced to gzo into
and  put their land under
E‘ov wiil then be able to grow
“gher sugar content if they receive
ICC hich will stubilise the industry, and
1 Lhe people of the Commonwealth to
pare sugar at ¢ legitimate price. These
ro the things that I rose fo speak on, and
I hope that w wt T have just outl ined will
o carried out. 1 hope that the Common-
= “alu. Government will support the Queens-
land industry by giving decent conditions of
purchase, de that they will not in the
future do what they have dene in the past—
ki encourage the importation of Java-
grown on the p‘:mtatlons of the
: ! vota the
by white
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Hear, hoar!
Hon T know <hat this
vole to the whole of
the ms Committee, particularly

1

to the are engaged in tne

rese to make one

who

sugar
or two obser Iy to an interjec-
tion made by the surer with regard to

the South Johnstone Mill. That hon, gentle-
man wishes to associate some blame for the’

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]



re Govern-
he facts. The
was
. R.OAL
Paddle, to
vy, and place
hey con dernq
Comn; ion
second was the
ermment of the
I'CC‘OH'}‘Ln(’IldﬂYiOH%

quue into t
tain districts ir
entitled 1o
d Babinda
outh Johnstoue,
y accepted absalutels
the Comr

PREMIER @ The Cominissi did not
+ the site av ail,
W, H. BARNES: The hon. zentle-
ants o t e on to another track.
Prexier: The Commission did not
select the site at South Johnstone at alll
Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hen. gentle-

vs that the Comnission did not select
¢ at Rcuth Jcohmstone at all. If that
then I am pufe(’tlv certain that the
day was guided by the
of the depart-
mdz s of those kind

s 80,

Government of he
.1((0}'}11]’}0'1(}37‘701; <

The PRL\NEP
,»eﬂmn came dow
tl e Prerm

&4 deputation of interested

from Innisfail and waited
that is how rthe site
at buuth Jahnstone.

BAP\'ES: That is a state-
»t has no foundation
urey is. ouly making
o1t will catch on.

Hox., W. H.
nent of the T
in fact, and the
the statement hoping t

The PrEMIE I o
& deputation of int
fromn Innisfail and waited

Hon., W. H. BARN The fact reinains
hat the Government o* the day followed the

persons came down
on the Premier,

+1

ommendalions the Commission that had

been appomted that particular regard.
r} N I v N

I rose more particulariy to ta,l\r exception

te the amount of ma put down here for
postage, telegrims, and incidental expenses.
H there 15 one tt - more than another thas
this Governme noted for, it is the
< 10%10}1 of inci ‘With a view of hav-
g this question oy discuss by mem-
vers of the Comniittee who moroquhly under-
stand the position, I reduction in
the vote by LI

miGve &

The PREMIER Jut’ ‘o word in connec-
tion with the s ade by the hon.

member for Bulimba on the guestion of the
for the \""‘h Johustone Central Milk

site
It is generally admiited that_the trouble in
connection With South Johnstone Miil

to the bad selec-

has been oce
Everyone knows

cwing
110}’! of the =

yali

that the Commission did not select the site
for rha mill at South Johmstone at all. The

hon. member for Mirani will sgree with m
that the site 13 a bad one.  Anyone who
knows anything about the subject must admis
that. The South Johustone Mill has laboured
under great difficulifes through its inability
tc get a suﬁic}em sm:,p]y i cane. That is
due to the fact that the cane has to be hauled
very great distances, and has to be hauled
over a steep range Irom Liverpool Cresk.
Hveryone recognises t.  The Commission
did mot recommend site for the South
Johnstona Mi The Commission
recemmendesd that 1
at Babinda, and
at South Johnstene

the site. The G i_t u' the

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.

ere should be a mill
lid not select

tock

2

&8y

it upon fhemselves te amaipamate two lec

ties—namely. Liverpool Creek and 3
T(mmmm" and they seiected a site age
rhe wishe: of a great mumber of people of
that distriet. 1 remember a deputation of
down 1

interestedd  persons who came
connection with that proposed site.

Hon, W. H. Parxez: Will vou lay the
papers on the table?

The PREMIER: T wiill lay the papers
the table, if von like. The deputation wa
introduced by Sir Robert Philp. They wers
persons divectly interested in the matter, and
the Government of the day weakly vielded
to them, and chese the present site of the
South Jehnstone Mill against the wishes
My, Lennon. who was the wmember |
Herbert ar the time.

Hon, W. H. Bama

The PREMIER: It is correct. The hon.
member for Bulimba cught to remember the
facts well, because he was Treasurer at the
time. He ought to have all the facts at his
fingers’ end. The fact that the South Joh
stone Mill is proving a failure 1is because
of the site. If the hon. gentleman wants the
papers laid on the table, I will lay them on
with pleasure.

Mr. SWAYXNE: I would like to have a
few more words to say in support of the
amendment. I think that we are justified
in exercising very close supervision of any
increases tha are asked for in this vote,
especially those of us who arve sugar-growers.
In regard to the speech of the hon. member
for Mackay. [ m say that he and I are
in perfect accord in regard to the demand
that a higher price should be allowed for
sugar in order to defray the present cost of
production. Ldtcr on, when we come to the
agriculturists’ side of the question, when wse
are dealing with the experimental bureau
shall have something more to say about ii.
There is one statement which the hon. mem-
ber for Mackav made which is not in accor-
dange with facts, and that is regarding the
margin which exists between the price paid
for raw sugar to-day and the price received
by the Federal Government. The hon. mem-
ber says that there iz a difference of £3 17s.
per ton to be accounted for. The Queensland
members in the Federal House take a great
interest in this maiver, and Mr. Mackay, the
hon. member for Lilley, asked a series of
questions in the House of Representatives
in June, 1918. This will be found in No. 33,
Commonwealth *° Hansard > for 1918. The
lo]lowmg are Mr. Mackay’s questions
ssed to Mr. Massey Greene, the Minister
de and Customs, and the Minister's.

That is not correct.,

. How 1s the difference between the
p“‘cc of refined sugar at £29 5s. per ton:
and the price of taw sugar at £21 per
ton accounted for

‘2. What was the estimated surplus
{ sugar on hand ay 30th March, 19187
¢3. Is the cost of sugar destroyed b;
the recent cyclone in North Queensiand
tc be a charge on the consolidated
revenue or the sugar fund?

““Mr. GreeNe: The answers to
hon. member’s gquestions arve as
lows:—

*1..The difference between the price
of £21 per ton paid for* raw sugar 84
net titre awd the price of £29 5s. per
ton charged for 1A vefined sugar, the

the
fol-




Supply.
following figures will show approxi-
mately the position. 1A sugar is sold

in Qfawmev at £29 55, and in Melbourne

at £29 7e. 6d. per ton. There ave also
other var‘otie~ of sugar and golden
svrup and treacle—

£ s dl

The gross proceeds received

for the refined products of

i ton of raw Jgar melted
averages .. 2712 1

Less discounts on sales, which
average g18 11

Therefore the net amount
reseived iz not £29 5s., but 26 12 2

The raw sugar iz purchased
at 94 N.T., but averages
6,32 N.T., which. at £18
per ton for 94 N.T.. equals 18 8 11

¢ thiz must be added the
shipping charges, freight
¢n the raw sugar, harbour
a’iuer‘. exchange. insurance,
sacks, landing, wharfage ... 113 13
Refining charges, C.8.R. Com-
pany 115 2
Reiling charges, C.8.R. Com-
ra . 0 7 3
aysent  for services  of
. 8. R. Company 1900
£83 41l
Dificrence between [£20 12s.
2d. and £23 4s, 11d. 73
Surplus per ton at 96.32 N.T. 3 7 3
which is equal to for 84 N.T. 3 3 7
Additional  price for raw
sugar this vear, £21 per
ton, formerly £18 3

Leaving an apparent balance of 5s. 7d.
per ion to meet interest on cost of sugar
(mrvﬂum. estimated at 80,000 ton
«veprem ation in strength of sugar in stock;

r risk insurance; insurance on raw
sugar in store; increased freighﬂ on
sefined sugar; extra costs caused by
strikes. It is estimated that more than
5:. 7d. per ton will be required to meet
the above items.

“9 About 80,000 tons.

“3. On the consolidated
present.”’

So that
two prices.

revenue at

accounts for the difference in the
At one time, when sugar was
£18 per ton. they accumulated a proﬁ: of
£500,000, but they gave it back ¢ the
growers when they increased the price to
£21 a ton. I know the growers complained
over and over again about the price paid
{n 1918. " Mr. McGowan, who is a supporter
of the party opposite, wrote to me. and he
supported my then action. I have a letter
which I can quote, and I am authorised to
give the name of the writer to bear ous
what I have said. I might read a re;oh,».-
tion which was passed at the annual confer-
ence of the united canegrowers held in Bris-
bane vesterday. It says here—

““ The association decided to suppcrt
the Proserpine deputation regardmg the
apolition of union contrel in that
district,

0—9
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My remarks ta-day require no further justi-
fication than that vesolution passed by the
united canegrowers vyesterday. 1 have a

jetrer from I’l(‘n@)pmc dated 13th Oct b
last, which I would like to read to the
Committee, It is as follows:—

" NORTHERN NaTioNaL Porrricsr Uxiox,

PROSERPINE BRANCH.

¢ 13th October,

a. E. Bl MLAL
© Pariiament House, Brisbane.
honom ble and Dear Sir,—Your
ter of the 3rd instant, covering ques-
tions asked for you in the Assembly
velative 1o Proserpine Mill employees
“eing put in No. 1 district by the General
Manager, Cenrral Mills, was read at the
hranch meeting on 1lth instant, when I
wWas instructed to vou fullest
information,

‘The history of this super-arbitration
act dates from last season when, on the
advice of the General Manager, ‘the mill
v\urhel\ were paid No. 1 district rates.
icus to the present crushing season
has been continuous rumours to the
ct that industrial trouble would be
deliberately  hatched by the lords of
creation. To this end the chief engineer
wnd several other emplovees were marked
Ly the Australlan Workers” Union for
vemoval, but. fortunately, so far, they
have been unsuccessful.  The idea then
ed to them to turn in the direction
rawer. Mr. J. Hinschen was
victime of the plot. His cutters
award rates, the cane averag-
15 tons per acre and standmv
Tne asked for an increase to
of rtitem making a minimum of

5. per day: they were then making 3s.
ver homn 3Mr. Hinschen refusad 1o
the award. and when his cane
at the derrick to be unloaded
) wo men refused to lift the load.
1e manager ordered them to do so, but
refused point blank. The union
auld  not commit itself in any way.
Mr. Hinschen invited the union to sub-
the case to arbitration and he would
tde by the decision. The cutters
used to leave the paddock and leave
rs in to cut. Thus Mr. Hinschen
was forced, by direct action, to concede
them another 3d. per ton under protest.
The men at the derrick are still there.
In union circles this case was regarded
as a mighty triumph for direct action,
and, therefore, the union decided to pus
rhe acid on all rhe growers, by request-
ing that cutters be pald No. 1 district
rates also, A conference was arranged
hetween the executive of the Australian
Workers” Union and the growers’ board
nagement on the 13th September,
resulted i the board promising to
. general meeting of growers to dis-
s the proposal. and if carried to make
¢ rerrospective to the 13th September.
weneral meeting was fixed for the
.Sememner At this meeting about
growers were present. I

1918.

Swayne,

write

=N

«cial meeting, representa-
ve cof Proserpine canegrowers, is of
h opinion that, under the terms of
the M(‘{,awlev sugar-workers award of

18, su workers have every protec-
unscrupulous  employers

Mr. Swayne. ]
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and also are awarded s falr ecanomic
value for their labour. Therefore, and
having regard to growers’ right to Iive
in reasonable comfort, growe I
assembled pledge themselves on th\‘lL
word of honour that they will loyaliy
abide by the M({,u&loy award until
all the provisions of the award are
honestly exhausted in the settlement of
any dispute that might arise herw
worker and grower.

"To which an amendmenr waz moved by

H. W. Holmes. seconded by F. W
Grosskreutz—

That on account of the genera
manager paying the mi \mployer-

we have no option
district rates also.

No. 1 district rates,
but pay cutters No. 1

“The amendment was carried by forty-
By

Afty-five to
«d to submit

nine to thirty-three.
sixteen it was further
the question— viz.,
That Pxo-mpme
make No. 1 district
for this season—
‘to a postal ballot.
“On Sunday, 28th September.
tralian Workers’ Union held their meet-
ing, and when they were notified that the
result of the growers’ ballot would not
be known under a fortnight. by about

the Aus

150 io 10. they decided to wned
thus applied the acid of dirveet action to
gain their point. Another meeting of
growers was held, which decided to
rescind the motion regarding Lot

ballot, pay the cutters No. district
rates, and malke it refrospective o the

beginning of this season. The growess
again took up the line of least resistance
when they made such an unconditional
surrender. It appeared such a miserable
exhibition of weakness that their mastere
addressed themselves to union control af
the mill and speedily manufactured
trouble in the sugar-room. Alas! thos#
cherished hopes of the general managet
for industrial peace and economic work
ing of the mill! Another strike was on

which the Ausiralian Workers” Unlon
termed a lockout. because the manager
still assumed he was manag of the

etgazed m
into ran

five men ar:
lodding suga

mill.  Usually,
the sugar-room
way wagons. When they ar
sugar ten is the complement
required. The chemist ordered the five
men_to load sugar, when ther stated they
wouldn’t touch it wuntil they got five
more hands and then sat down. The
chemist went on his other duties and
returned after two hours, and Foup'i
them still in their favourite °pose’—
sitting down. The chemist immediately
told them to get their time. and, of
course, they +were then the injured
innocents. Night shift turned up Sun-
day, 5th instant, and refused to work in
the sugar-room : day shift, Monday morn-
ing, 6th instant. also refused to go into
the sugar-room until the discharged men
were reinstated, which manage
firmly refused to d )
“Those farmers available in fo
the 6th instant met and decided o com-

the

pliment the wmanager or his firm stand
against union control. They drafted a
wire for the Treasurer and {General
Manager, asking—

In the eveut of the union refusing

[Mr. Swayre.

£o

ARSEMBLY.]

YO &

Supply,

to  work to-dav, Ath instant,

zrowers be allowed to man the

mill with protection for themselves and
inval unionists from intimidation?

* Also one to Collins requesting him to
use his influence in this direction. Collins
did not reply. General Manager replied
Mr. Theodore would reply.
replied—

Position at  Proserpine
Matter under consideration.
¢ Growoers’ meeting on the Tth

lakelled reasurer’s  reply pure
asion. »d another wire dbl\m‘
the Treasurer for ‘a definite Yes or No’
&> Monday's wire. He has not yef
veplied.  Growers then discussed ways
and means along constitutional lines,
which resulted in a conference of the
manager and chem Australian Workers”
Urnien representativ and president and
wcrc\tary of the Farmers’ Associabion.
reported that from:

representatives

spived. at tle conference they
were convinced the mill side of the dis-
pute was correct. However, at  the
eonference, the manager intimated he was
prepared to ceinstate the men and that
when they were stac m'w sugar five extra

serious.

men would be suppl (The«e were his
bructions from Brisbane! The union
en asked for iost time for the two shifts
shat turned up to work., The lll«l awer
i o refer the General
These perms weve then
mitted to a gensral weeting o7
ustralian Worksrs” I'nion on the

wnt, and the trouble sook on quite a
- phase, but which unmasiked the uniown
> what it apted as the following
Worl TUnion  reschation

work providing the
cierk of petty sessions 1s prepared to
draw his supply of labour through the
Australian Worke TUnion office at
*“1056‘11} ne.
The local clerk of petty se sions
im*antlv wired the above to his superios

That we reswine

sfficer, and rec ived a reply on the morn-
niz of the § tant, granting the
znion’s demasnds.

“Theoreticallv. the Government con-

trols the mill for the growers to safe.
guard the taxpayers: but with Labour
in office the mill is simply a vote trap.
With them might still right, and the
growers’ best interests are sacrificed by =
species of ()rr,,mtl(m unworthy our Con-
stitation and a disgrace to the flag under

which we live. My union greatly
appreciate  vour efforts on  behalf of
oserpine growe {we are practically
sfranchised). and is greteful for the

publicity your questions give to our niost
umenviable po<1t10n as serfs in the*
hands of 2 callous and spurious form of

mlomem and their creatures om  the
sury benches.
Vith  kind regard hopinz  this

wearisome letter may be useful for the

osurpose  you  have in view.  Kindly
acknowledge receipt.
“ Yours faithfully,
* FraNK FERGUSON, Secretais

P.8.—Work commenced on Thursday,

Sth 1mtan‘r and they arve still working.
—PF.F.
Mr. CoLrins: Who is it signed by?

instans |

Theodore?
1

|
!
]
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SWAYNE: Br Mr. Ferguson. I have
authority to give these names, and I con-
tend that the position of the
p.m.] growers must be very bad indeed
when they have to go to a mem-
outside their own district to take on
i It has occurred more than once
the North. and the correspondence quite
s out what I have said as to the sacrifice
af the growers’

O
Ol

interests.
My, CoLLIN (an vou prove that I
reveived that wire?
Mr. SWAYNE: I am a grower myself,

and there is not a vear that I am not
working in_the fields amongst my vane and
have the plough in my hand\ so it is only
right that I should have a good deal of
avmpathv with the growers when they cannot
g=t justice from their own representatives.

Mr., SMITH: When I was speaking
carlier this afternoon I rveferred to the
various prices that the Commonwealth Go-
vernment get for Queensland raw sugan,
and the refined article. Since then the mem-
ber for Mirani has given a tabulated list
of figurss explaining the various charges.
I was quoting from a debate in the Senate
on the Commercial Activities Bill in which
Senator Russell, Minister in charge of that
asure, gave the figures referred to. But,
pting for the moment that the figures
en by the hon. member for Mirant are
<orrect, that does not alter the situation one
iota. It appears from his statement that the
Colonial Sugar Refining Company and other
interests concerned are being better paid
even than I thought they were. We all
know that with regard to refining there are
large quantities of bv products. such as syrup.
ete.. which are sold at & very good profit. In
sddition, the shipping charges are very high.
En that connection, I may say, at the request
of the shipping companies the Commonwealth
(xovernment readily agreed to increase the
hipping charge. which made the freight
<harges, particularly for sugar from Bunda-
berg to Melbeurne, much higher than from
the Islands to Melbourne. thereby showing

another disadvantage to Queensland people.
Then there is a managing charge of £1 per
ton. The hon. member for Mirani gave a
tabulated list of the various charges, giving
£29 7s. 6d. Amongst other t}\ings there are
shipping charges, refining, selling 7s.. and the
Colonlal Sugar Refining Company’'s manag-
ing charge of £1 per ton. We know that the
Adelaide Company handle most of the sugar,

.nd  they are said to be really owned
by the “Colonial Sugar Refining Com-
wany. They, therefore, get profits out of
that. There are refining profits, and syrup,

and they are doing very well.
In addition to that they get a managing
charge of £1 per ton. When we recognise
that since this Commonwealth purchase has
heeﬂ in operation the company has handled

3,150.000 tons of sugar. it shows that this
<)mpdm‘ have made a huge profit in three
vears. However, that is the position as it
stands, and it shows that there is room for
readjustment of the whole position in the
intevests of the Queensland sugar-grower.
We should have conditions which would
snable the industry to extend to such an
extent In Queemland that there would be no
guestion of importing any sugar at all from
Java, Mauritius, or any other place where
sugar is grown by coloured labour. We,
on this side, stand for Australian industry—

White Australian policy, and that policy

and 0 on.
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is dependent upon the v industry, con-
sequently there is a necessity for establishing
conditions which will enable those things t3
be done. I notice that the hon. member for
Mirani had nothing to say about the posi-
tion taken up by the Commonwealth. As T
pointed out, they paid a higher prics for
imported sugar to the Colonial Sugar Refining
Company. who were the xendorj than they
were prepared to pay for the Queensland
product. Is he prepared to justify such a
state of affairs, particularly as sugar i3
grown under conditions which have caused
a Presbyterian missionary to write a book
exposing the whole conditions, and the Go-
vernment of India are pl()hlbltlng any
further labour from India going to these
plantations? We. therefore. say that that
provides ample evidence in support of a
good case for growing as much sugar as

possible in Queensland to meet Australia’s
requirements. (Hear, hear!)

Mr. SWAYNE: Regarding this sugar
transaction. after all. the sum of Ts. as
mentioned by the hon. member. is not a
very great charge for handling. But what

I want to point out more partlcularlv is that
no matter what the virtues. or rights or
wrengs of the agreemenr may be, ir s
made by this Government with the Com-
monwealth, and I do not think the condi-
tions have altered very much since it was
first made. We did not hear at first of auy
protest being made against the Colonial
%ugal Refining Company being allowed to
have a cut out of it. and, in fact, I think I
have heard Mr. Ryan say in later vears,
that he has made the Comnlonwealth Govern-
ment agree to his terms.

My, Kirwan: He never said that,

Mr., SWAYNE: The point is that
agreement is a 1mutual one between
Commonwealth and the Governmant
Stare: and I take ir. if there iz anvrhi
wrong abour it, the Government of this
State are just as much to blame as the Com-
monwealth Government.  Another point I
want to make is that when it first became
a matter of Government control I pointed
out to the Treasurer that there was a great
opportunity for the mills to test the possi-
bilitv of turning out the raw sugar In @
grocery form. It has been done in former
vears. I asked this Government then to go
into the matter and ascertain if it would be
of any advantage to market the sugar
direct from the mills to the consumers, and
so get past the refiners. They did not do

-this, and, apparently. they are satisfied with

the 411'angcment as it is, and evidently they
do not think that anything is to be gained
by going outside the refinery.

Mr. COLLINS: The hon. member for
Mirani said that the agreement entered into
between thiz Government and the Common-
wealth was mutual, and that there had been
no protest eitered by this Government. That
entirely wrong, because if he looks up the
correspondence he will find that the last
telegram sent was by the Treasurer, Mr.
Theodore, then Acting Premier, and he
entered a protest which said that owing to
the fact that the mills were crushing there

was nothing else left to do but sign the
agreement. Will the hon. member deny
that?

Mr. SwWAYNE: e could have held the
sugar.

member believes
(Heay, hear!) I
ely to the hon.

Mr. Collins}

Mr, COLLINS .

Tha hon
21
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p and wounld ash idm what sbout the
v shown by the millowners in this
There is not a word said about thart,
about the hossility shown by the
Sugar Refining (ompany' Home-
il H! con H‘d("(!]l w lth 1118 OWI sugar-

W har al st t‘u\ same company at
and Hambledon?
. “o'd ahout hen He is not concerned
the Colonial Sugar Refining C ompany.
gures he read out this afternoon from
v Greene were, to all intents and pur-
sses, a defence of the Colonial Sugar Refin-
€ Company, o[ whom the hon. member
s the greatest advocate in this House. The
€ ommu*mxﬂ‘h Government and the Colonial
Sugar Refining Company are one and the
came. Anyone in Australia who uses his
:hinking faculties knows that. Then, again,
he made reference to a gentleman at ‘Proser-
pine named Ferguson. who wrote him a very
letter—a I\mo of historical lester, I
should say—reviewing the history of the
Proserpine Mill, in which he said a certain
egram was sent to ** Collins.” How does
the hon. member know Collins received that
relegram ? If I remember correctly, he was
1aid on a sick bed for three weeks about
that sime. I have nc recollection of having
ceived anything that was not handed to
the Treasurer or replied to. I know the
type of man Mr. Ferguson is.

‘W]’\AI

ong

He is one of
the leaders of the Tory party in Proserpine.
I could quite understand him. in an under-
hand kind of way. instead of coming out and
a(fClX‘g the part of a man. writing to the
how. member for Mireni, knowing that if
there 1s any diltv wmk to be done, the
hon. member for Mirani is the man to do

The hon. member is welcome to the
wport of Mr. Ferguson. He does not sup-
He is opposed to anything this

&

port me.
{tovernment might do. We could not do
rzgm according to Mr. Ferguson. At any

mw the hon. member got the hon. member
for Bulimba to move a reduction of £1 in
the vote so thaz he would have an oppor-
tunity of replying to the statements I have
made. We have listened to the reply, and
1 am sure it must be admitted he made a

very weak one.
Amendmen
(Original question put and passed.
At ten minutes before & ¢'clock pom.,
The OHAIRMAN
On the motion of the PREMIER, the votes

- put and negatived.

ST

1 the chair.

“ Harbours and Rive £103,986 7  and
“ Steamer Allinge®  Charter  Account,
£24 0007 were put and passed.

3

"ROVISION FOR IN

The PREMIER: I beg te move—That
£13,500 be granted for ¢ Provision for
increases to salaries of General and Profes-
sional Officers in all departments. and to
employees of the State Enterprises.”

Mr. FRY : I would like %o know whether
men who have mot qualified have been
appointed to the ranks of the professional
officers of the Health Department, while
qualified men are walting for appointments.
1 understand there has been a breach of
faith on the part of the Government in
appointine a gentleman whe has not the
qudhhca’tvonc or any portion of them, for
ol while gualified men are waiting. I
uniderstood that, in &n important department

[M7r. Collins.

+nf
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like shet. only qualified men were o be

pnn‘mtmz
The Houe SecreTsry: There was ne
appointed to a position 10(11111'1115 a guali
man who has not passed the examination,
3Mr. FRY: Will the hown. gentleman w
10 man  was  appolnted after the
exawmination who did not have his mpk.m
The HoME SgcrErary: I say nobods
been appointed to a posmon requiring quali-
11(dr1011\ \\YTHOUT pasang tll( (‘\ﬁlll”ld(’&hl
Mr. FRY : Was any relative of the hon.
mermber fm Burrum appointed to the depart-

:n
e

ment, ancx had he a diploma when he =
appointed ?

The HOME SECRETARY :
He was unot appointed to a
position.

Mr. FRY : He is an assisting inspector?

The HoME SEcRETARY : The position does
not require professional qualifications.

Mr. FRY: When you send out a man
do important work he should have that
diploma. However, I am not going to push

the matter. I wanted to find out if that
were the case, and the particulars of it

Question put and passed.

IDEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC Laxps.
CENTRAL RABBIT BOARD FUND.

The PREMIER: I
£10,000 be granted for
Board Fund.”

Myr. GUNN: I notice every year we have
the same amount, Surely. it must fuctuate!
I do not believe in this vote. I think you
could do better without it. I would hne
to_have some explanation as to how it
being expended.

The PrewIER: It is fived by the Act
by your Government.

(Question put and passed.

beg to move—That
“ Central Rabbit

passed

WARREGO R4BBIT DISTRICT FUXND,
‘W*“ the mortion of the PREMIER, the «u
ot 4 ‘3(0 was granted for ** Warrego R
Districr Fund.”

OF AGRICULTURE AND STOCK.
DIEASES IN STOCK 4XD BRANDS AQTS.
of the PREMIER

mamed for Dhe?
and Branas Acts.)

EPARTMENT

LIVE 3TOCK AND MEAT EXPORT 4CT.

The PREMIER :
£690 be granted for “ Live &

I beg to move—That
Stock and ’Ueat

: I thought the inspection in

with the export of meat was

done by the Commonwealth Government now.

I see there are two inspectors down here at

£220 a year each, and the estimated receipts
£650. What are the receipts for?

The PREMIER : I have ascertained that
the two gentlemen who occupy these posi-
vions are Mr. Jost and Mr. Riordan, the
former having been appointed in 1914 and
the latter in 1915. These inspeciors are on
duty at bacon and ham factories unly.

Question put and passed.



Supply,

STUGAR-CANE PRICES AC
PREMIER: I bheg
4275 be  granted for
Care Prices Act.”

i

to move—That
“ Regulation of

Mr, SWAYNE: Now we have come to the
‘ane Prices Board vote. (Laughter.) Some
tirae ago. when the new agreement wwith
th nonwealth Government was fore-
adowed. T asked the Treasurer if he would
exercise all care that. in the making of that
ement, his hands were not tied in any
way regarding necessary amendments of the

'RETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: In what

Mr. SWAYNE:
acting ont.
10 SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You are
avour of contracting out. aren't vou?
br. SWAYNE: What an absurd thing
+ I have always stood for the pri
: mvolved in this Act. T want to see
he Act protected and fair plav berween
oth sections. Such would nor be the case
1

For instance. in regard

ek e

i opinion were as the hon. gentleman
tr make out it is, He must realise
thar that would make the Act abortive.

I should be the very last to desive anvthing
of rhat kind. T mayv say there iz a. desire
on the part of both sections that agree-
ments should be made for longer terms than
the present award arve made for. Those
cements should be subject 1o the approval
the board.

(Sitting suspended frowm G pom. ta p..)

My, COLLINS (Bowen): We all know that
he benefits derived from the Regulation of
Sugar (ane Prices Act have been of much
tance to the sugar-growers of Queens-
Through the passage of that legisls-

land.
tien, about £1,000.000 have gone into the

pockets of the sugar-growers, which, if the
Act had not been passed, would have gone
mnto the pockets of the millowners. The
kot member for Mirani made reference fo
the bartle between the Commonwealth and
the State Governments. I want to read the
telegram sent by Mr. Theodore. then Acting
Premier. in connection with the acreement
quoted on page 8 of the return—
“ Re proposed sugar agreement: We
are compelled to accept conditions vou

have laid down, although we regard
some of them as grossly unfair. You

stipulate that we must not. during cur-
rency of agreement, allow any altera-
tion. enlargement, or extension of anv
sugar-mill so as to increase its capacity:
that condition will have effect of pre-
venting a number of millowners from
increasing efficiency of their mills, and
thus prevent them from being in a posi-
tion to pay as high a price for cane as
other more highly-improved mills. You
further stipulate that vou will not allow
any alteration of Sugar Cane Prices Act
during currency of agreement; by this
embargo you will prevent Queensland
Parliament from making effective cane
price legislation which was designed to
protect growers from exploitation at
hands of proprietary millers; the Act at
present requires amendment to prevent
certain large millers from evading its
provisior However, the mills are crush-

2. and sugar must be disposed of,
we have no alternative. and must aocept

4
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your terms: bur I urge wou te
further consideration to these impo g
matters. The agreement. with alterations
giving appeal from vefiners mavager asz
agreed to by vou, 1 be signed
returned to vou forthwith. and nece
proclamations will be issyed at an eariy
date.™
You will notice there that we were pro-
hibited, as a State. from amending tha
Regulation of Sugar Cane Prices Act. 1 have
heard the hon. member for Mirani and other
hon. members talking a great deal about
increased production. This is a portion of
the agreement which, to all intents and
purpo block increased production
The Queenslard Government will not
during the said seasons of 1918 and 1919—
“(i.) Erect or assist in or encourage
the erecrion of any new mill tie
rreatment and manufacture of sugar-cana
into sugar; or
“{i1.} Remove or as
the removal of any

wi

)

st in or encourag?
igar-mill from 1rs

present site; ov
“(iil.) Alter, enlarge, or extend. ov
assist in or encourage the alterasion.

enlargement, or extension of any sug
mill so as to increase its present ¢rushing
capacity.”
Mr. Bessixgtox: You know the reason for
that.

Mr. COLLINS: Of course. I know the
reason. The Colonial Sugar Refining Com-

pany were behind this agreement.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Becanse you could
sell rar produced in Queensland outside
Australia.

. Mr. COLLINS:

3. The Commonwealth
and the State Government
agree—

“{a) That neither Government will,
until this agreement has been fully per-
formed and the refined sugar resulting
from the refining of raw sugar delivered
under this agrcement has been fully dis-
posed of by the Commonwealth—

(i) Take or sanction any executiva
or administrative action; or
(ii.) Introduce, support, assist, or
encourage any proposed legislation—
which would bave or be likely to havi
the effect of altering (otherwise than
as set forth in this agrecment)—
(1.) The conditions existing on t}
fourteenth day of May, one thousand
nine hundred and eightecen; or
(ii.) The legal wrights and obliga-
tions of sugar-cane growers and sugar-

mill owners on that dato—
in connection with the growing, selling,
purchasing. and supplying of sugar-cane
and the treatment and manufacture of

Government
mutualiy

sugar-cane into raw sugar: Provided,
however. that this clause shall not in
any event remain in force after ths

thirtieth day of September, 1920."
That is one of the reasons why I speak on
this question, because, in my electorate, in
connection with the Kalamia Mill, and alse
in the Mackayv electorate, in connection with
the Farleigh Mill, difficulties have arisen,
and we will have to deal with those difficul-
ties under the preseny Regulation of Sugar
Cane Prices Act. Under this agreement we
wave 1o wer o amend or alter tha% Act

MT, Collsns. ‘
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until
as well
torate should know

aziter September this vear. It is just
that the sugar-growers in my elec-
that, because they some-
times expect too much from this Govern-
ment, and in the far North we are so far
away from the seat of government that the
people there are inclined to blame the State
Government instead of the Commonwealth
Government, The Commonwealth Govern-
ment imposed restrictions on the sugar indus-
try, blocking increased productlon The
position at Kalamia is that the canegrowers
there up to the present moment do not know
definitely whether Kalamia Mill is going to
crush or not. It did not crush last year,
and we had to put into operation the Regu-
lation of Sugar Cane Prices Act to enable
them to get their cane crushed. I believe
the same difficulty has arisen at Farleigh.
I understand the manager has informed the
suppliers that the company will crush, pro-
vided they will accept a rate per ton
than the Central Board award lays down,
and more than likely the company that owns
Kalamia will make a similar offer. Kalamia
1= owned by the Australian Estares and
\Imm,a(ro Company. By their actions in
the past they inflicted a heavy loss on the
growers at Kalamia in my electorate. The
hon, member for Mirani knows that there
has been an attempt to get outside the Act
in connection with the mill at Homebush
and e‘~m\ume It is just as well for the
people of Queensland to know who are their
friends, and to know what are the powers of
this Government, so as to put the blame on
the vight shoulders—that is, the Common-
wealth Government.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I want 1o point out
rhat the hon. member for Mirani was one of
the first members to advocate a Bill. for the
regulation of sugar-cane prices.

Mr. KirwaN: Nothing of the kind.

Mr. BEBBINGTOXN : Colonel Rankin and
myself spent a week or two, and the hon.
member for Mirani spent three or four weeks
and more than that, and a considerable
amount of money in framing the Regulation
of Sugar Cane Prices Bill which was passed
in this House. The Bill framed by the
present Government was not exactly a copy
of it. but a copy in principle.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: A great
improvement.
3y, BEBBINGTO? The first attempt

made to fix 171‘i(e~ was some years before
the Regulation of Sugar Cane Puces Bill was

nrroduced.  The hon. member for Mirani
not only had the honour of assisting to
frame the first Regularion of Sugar Cane Prices
Bill. but he was the largest sugar-grower
in hiz electorate when he becam a member
of Parliament. He is a grower, and his
interests have always been with the grower,
and when there has been any attempt to get
out\u[n the Act, the hon. member has always
stood by the farmers and put his foot down
in favour of the Act being administered in
the interests of the sugar-growers. The pre-
sent Government owe a great deal to the hon.
member for Mirani for a sting them in
the administration of this Aect. At the time
when a strike was on, and no boats were
going up north with supplies for the sugar-
mills. and the sugar-growers were in as bad
a position as they arve in now, the hon. mem-
her Im Mirani went down to Melbourne,
and he had no sconer landed in Melbourne
than the steamers started running., (Govern.
nmient launghter.) -

Mr. Collins.
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Supply.

At ten minutes past 7 o’clock p.m.,

Mr. Kirwaxw, one of the Temporary Cha
men, relieved the Chairman in the chair.

AMr. SMITH:
in connection
matter of vital

I desire to say something
with this vote, which is a
importance to the sugar-
growers of Queensland. Since the incepticn
of this legislation, the growers have been
placed in a better position than they have
ever been in before. They were given a
tribunal on which they had proper represen-
tation, and a definite voice 1n the matter of
fixing the price of the commodity which
they produce by their Jabour, Prior to the
sugar cane prices boards, prices were fixed
by the mill owners at a rate satisfactory o
themselves.. One only needs to lock up the
evidence given before the Royal Commission
in 1911 to see the parlous position the sugar-
growers were in then They were Compehed
to accept the price fixed by the mills, and
that price was generally founded on what
the least efficient mill in the district was
able to pay. The Labour party altered ail
that. and established tribunals having a pro-
per legal status, which fixed the price wn a
Just and equitable bas The local boards,
with the Central Board as a court of appeal,
have power to take all evidence bearing on.
the question, and give an award which ix
just to all interests concerned. One can realise
how great an adwmmge that has been o
the grower. TUnder the old conditions the
mills could dictate the price which they liked,
and impose any conditions on_ the grower.
They could, if they felt so inclined. p‘nL(U-
cally turn a man out of the industry. If 2
man came jinto conflict with the Jlrec.ma
and manager of a mill, the mill could so
arrange things that the supplier was kept
short of trucks, and as a result. was some-
rimes left with stand-over cane. But now
local boards and Central Board not or
make an award, giving a base price for the
cane. but have also rhe po“er to deal with
the conditions of the supplying of the cane,
So that every grower in a particular mil¥
area is given an equal opportunity of har-
vesting his cane and having it properly
crushed. As a matter of fact, as my friend
the illustrious member for Bowen—I might
call him that—said, this legislation has been
the means of Ulacmn £1,000.000 into the
growers' pockets which would otherwise hava
gone to the large proprietary interests. T
was rather interested in listening to the hon
member for Mirani, when he advocated an
amendment of the principal Act. I agree
that the Act requires amendment in certa:
divections. but I would certainly be oppose
to amending the Act in the direction that
he has indicated. HHe has advocated an
amendment of the Act in the direction o
enabling the growers to enter into
tracts or agreements with the millers. e
us consider for a moment what the "JONI\(:D.
would be under conditions such as that. In
this House, we often hear from hon, members
opposite a good deal of talk about freedem
of contract and free agreements. Rut eve:
ono must understand that agreements ent
into between the milling companies and ih
suppliers would be of such a onestded
nature that there would be no freedem <
contract about it at all. Tt is also
interesting to bear in mind that this
had a rather stormy passage thr
the Legislature. We well unuemoe*
Select Committee was appointed by arother
place, at which the general manager <i the

,
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Colonial Sugar Refining Company advocated
that the Bill should be amended in the direc-
tion of providing for those agreements. We
only need to look to what has already taken
place, even within the Act. We know that
the Act is not what we desire it to be, but
we had to accept certain amendments with
a view of s saving that which is best in the
measure. We know that the Colonial Sugar
Refining Company have been in the posi-
tion of forcing the growers 1o sign agree-
ments which are of a one-sided nature.
We know it is the custom, and has been
for many vears. to make advances to sup-
pliers to the mill early in each year. and
to grant liens on their crops to enable
them to go on with cultivation, planiing,
and so on. The Government, in connection
with their mills at South .Johnstone, Babinda,
and so on, make these advances 1o the
growers just the same as the other mills have
done. But the Colonial Sugar Refining Com-
pany. who. at &ll times, have done every-
thing to prevent the passage of this measure,
quite openly declared before the recent Sugar
Commission, presided over by Mr. A, Pid-
dington, K.C.. that they were out to fight the
Act.  They discovered what ther considered
a flaw in the Act enabling them to make
agreements, and the result was that ai every
one of their mills in Queensland—Goondi.
Macknade. Hambledon, and Homebush—they
presented agreements for the approval of their
suppliers. They drew up an exhaustive agree-
ment, and demanded that the growers should
sign it. They placed on it this condition—thar
if the growers supplying their mill in any
particular area did not sign those agree-
ments, the mill would not crush their cane.
In addition to refusing to crush the cane,
they were able to use economic pressure by
refusing to grant the usual advances made
and the usual liens on crops. They are a
wealthy company, and they were able to
use their fimancial strength and their
G(‘OHOHLIC position tvo tell the suppliers to
their mills that, unless they agveed to sell
Lhezv cane under the conditions dictated by
the company, no liens on orops or advances
of any kind would be made. That is the
form of agreement which would be drawn
up if an amendment of the Act were made
in the direction indicated by the hon. mem-
ocr for Mirani. T 1S mrher mrex€~ung to
know that a deputation waited on me, on
three different occasions. in connection with
the Homebush Mill. They pointed out to
me that they were growers for the Home-

bush Miil. and the company practically
pointed & pistel at their heads. UnleSS they
=1gnod the agreement. with all the condi-

tons laid down by that \\(a]thv company,
they said they would be placed in a serious
financial position. A good many of them
refused fo sign the agreement. The Go-
vernment, with the powers its holds under
the Act, can operate the mill under certain
conditions. The growers felt that a breach
of the Act had to be established before the
Government could come in to their pro-
tection. Lirigation would have to be entered
into, and they feli that, as a result of
losing peyhaps the best two months of the
sugar season—which would happen before
the mill could be placed in full operation—
it would be best for them to sign the
agreement dictated by the (‘clonial Sugar
Refining Company under protest.  But the
growers are looking forward to the time—and
1 > with this Government,
when an emend-

that It
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ment of the Act will be made that will give
them greater protection than exists at “the
presensy time. {Hear, hear!) There is mo

ireedom ©f contract about it at all. Thers
can be no ireedom of contract where one
party to the agreement or the contract is in
the economical position of being able to
dictate terms to the other. 1 will oppose
with all the influence in my possession any
amendment of the Act in the direction
indicated by the hon., member for Mirani.
The amendment referred to has been
advocated br opponents of this legislation
ever since its inception. Once they have the
right 1o make agreements outside the scope-
of the Act. as it now exists, it means an end
1o all the advantages that this
slarion has given, and places the growers,

agh their cconomic dependence, right
it. the hollow of the hands of those
srierary mills that formerly controlled
the situation.

Let me indicate another situation that has
arisen. The sage of Bowen has referred
to the Kalamia Mill that is owned by one
of fhe targest financial corporations in Aus-
tralia at the present time-—the Australian
Estate and Mortgage Company. As a matter
of fact, am of opinion that the Colonial
Sugar Refining Company are behind the
scenes operating in everything that is taking
place. They have thrown down the gauntlet
bv forcing the growers at their mills to
sign these agreements, and they have also.

exercised influence with other proprietary
concerns to adopt a like attitude. What is
the position? The Farleigh Mill. we know,

is owned by a Bundaberg firm, and the com-
pany owning it have found sugar-milling a
very lucrative occupation. It has been pointed
out to mie in that district that the Farleigh
Mill was bought by that company for a.
very low sum—approximately, £50.000. They
have paid large profits to the owners of the
mill up to the present time, in addition
to making very considerable improvements
cut of the prolits, The value of that con-
cern is something like £100,000 to-day. That
is an indication that that company has been
doing exceedingly well out of this venture.
But this company, in common with the-
Colonial Sugar Reﬁnmg Company and other
financial corporations supported by hom,

members opposite, have placed themselves
steadily in opposition to this legislation. They.
want to be able to dictate terms to the sup-
pliers of their mills. Since the Act has been
in operation rhev have violated it, and made-
breaches of the award. They have been fined
on several occasions for breaches of awards.
In addition to that, two of the growers have
been compelled to enter into litization with
them, extending to the High Uourt of Aus-
tralia, to make this company do the {air
thing by the suppliers to the Farleigh Mill.
They went to the Supreme Court, where the
Farleigh Company won the case; but on an
appeal to the High Court of Australia the
decmou of the Supreme Court was over-
turned, and a verdict given in support of the:
.‘uppher: That is sufficient evidence to show:
that this company have done everything in
their power to oppose the measure. They
used their hmumal strength to try and coerce
their suppliers, and they would heartily wel-
come the suggestion of the hon. membep
for Mirani that an agreement should be
entered into. What is the position? They
have glven notice to their supp]lms—qmm
Ifed(bf*mgArhdr thev intend o
of sugar-milling. Thaw

Mr. Smith.]
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rneans a very sericus thinz  to the

sunpliers.

S sugar
We know that the canegrower
-aoes not plant his crop for one vear. but he
expects to get three crops off one plannng.

and. consequently, to give a few months
notice to those suppliers, if ther intend to
leave the business alone, is placing the sup-
pliers in the position that they are con-
fronted with financial ruin. ‘They have
indicated, however. that, if the growers are
reasonable, they might consider the question
of reoperating the mill. By * reasonable ”
they mean that they desire to have a reduec-
tion in the award that was made for the
past sugar season., I am Informed that the
manager concerned indicated ro the suppliers
that if the growers did mnot oppose their
application for a reduction in the price of
2s. 6d. per ton, and if thev were prepared
to accept what the company considered a rea-
sonable price for the ensuing vear. then theyx
would be prepared to continue in the busi-
ness. That is the position. They have indi-
-cated to their suppliers that if they accept 4s.
less per ton of cane than a just. legally con-
stituted tribunal would award them. then
they would be prepared to continue opera-
tions as millers. That is what I consider
would take place if agreements were made
legal and statutory under the Act. There
can be no possibility of any freedom of
-contract between the financial corporations
exercising to the fullest possible extent
aconomic pressure on men who are only
living from day to dav and monrh to month.
It is adopting the methods kuown in America
as the ¢ Iron Heel.”” No one blames a man
for giving in when he has a pistol held at his
head. because if he does not accept the
conditions laid down he will have his head
blown off. These companies are in the
same position. They sav to the suppliers,
¢ Accept the prices which we dictate. or it
will mean your financial extinetion.”” These
men have settled on the land. have built
homes there, and have established a means
of livelihood for themselves and their
families, I contend that the Government
should amend the Act In the direction which
would give them greater powers. rather than
less, than they have at the present time.

In view of the fact that the crop is a

three vears’ crop, we ought not to allow
those companies to say that thev will cease
crushing and leave the men’s cane standing
in the ground. I Lknow the Minister for
Agriculture and the Treasurer, who have
been fully acquainted by my:elf

[7.30 p.m.] with the position. are prepared

to do evervthing thex can fo assist

those growers, and thev will see that those
men are not bludgeoned into signing agree-
ments at the behest of financial corporations.
I feel sure, too, that the Premier and the
Minister for Agriculture will see that those
men can continue to cultivate their land, and
that steps will be taken fo secure them a
market. (Fear, hear!) 1 think the legis!
tion should be amended in the divection of
giving the Government power not only fto
take over the mills when a breach of the
award has taken place. but give them power
to take control over the mill, rolling-stock.
and tramlines if it is indicated that the
companies Intend to place the suppii m
the financial jeopardy which I have indi-
-cated. Those are things of urgent importance
to every sugar-grower., No amendment of the
Act having for its purpase the legalising of
agreements. as suggested by the hon. mem-
ber for Mirani. will be supported by me for

[Mr. Smith.
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the sons I have already indicated. Taat
proposal would only be the means of inserting
the thin end of the wedge. and very soon the
rowers would be placed in the position they
were iu before any legislation was passed at
all; and that is. that they would be subject
to the terms dictated by any particular 1
The canegrowers generally are i a w
position as compared with other industries.
We know that the commodity can only be
treated at a certain time of the year, and
also know that it cannot be dealt with the
same as other crops. The canegrower 1s prac-
rically in the position of being compelled to
send his cane to the mearest available nuil
That i: otie of the chief reasons why the
legislation was passed—to give the cane-
growers a reasonable opportunmity of having
their cane harvested at a reasonable price. I
cannet understand any one oOpposing the
existence of this legislation, other than the
fact that we know that financial corporations
resent any legislative enactment which curbs
their desires for profit.  We know that the
financial combinations of Australia ave doing
ev hing in their power to get 1nto the
position of being able to dictate the terms
upon which the rest of the community shall
live, This central board provided for in
the vote now before you, Mr. Chairman, 1s
composed of a cancgrowers’ representaniye,
a millowners’ representative, sugar chemist,
accountant, and so on: and they have every
means at their disposal of fixing a prive which
gives justice to all. That is fully apparent
fo anvone who, from an unbiased standpoint,
has siudied the measure. Anyone, therefore,
who opposes the existence of this measure—
who opposes the administration of the exist-
ing Central Board—stands condemned as &
man who desires to be in a position. not to
have justice done to them. but to dicrate
terms to those who are less fortunate than
themselves in the community.

GovernMENT MEuBERS: Hear, hear!

My, SWAYNE: I am vather amused at
the efforts made by members on the other
side—I suppose it would not be parliamentary
if T said o deliberately mislead as to what I
said and place me in a false position as
vegards this Act. What I didsay—and I said it
affer consultation with a good many growers
—was that it would possibly be an mmprove-
ment in the Act if it were made possible
to make an agreement, virtually an ax ard.

&

for a longer period, because 1T was 10
he subject to the approval of the board.
just the same as an agreement under

the Industrial Court. where the judge calls
the emplovers and employees together.
1 also said that I was opposed to any con-
tracting out. I used the words. * That any
contracting out would make the Act abor-
tive.” What do hon. members make of
that? Have they anything to say against
it As I said. it might be an improvement
if the awards were made to extend for a
longer period than one vear. I called it an
agreement—I said distinctly that agreement
was to be approved by the Central Board.
1f there is anything objectionable in that.
T fail to see it. Regarding the tactics of the
Colonial Sugar Refining Company at Home-
bush, I strongly disapprove of them. T do
not think it fair that those growers should
have any pressure brought to bear upon them
which would place them in a position of not
taking advantage of the Act that has been
passed. I do not care what company or
individual if is. the Act should apply to a
alike. and I certainly strongly object to this




abtbempt to sidestep the Acr. There one
auestion I should like to put to the Minister
ir. ckarge of this Bill: and I think the posi-

tion ] am going to lay before you, 3Mr.
Chairman, will furnish very strong grounds
for doubtmo hon, membe sincerity in

rezard to this particular piece of legislation,
What about the 1920 crop? What is to
prevent the Colonial Sugar Refining Company
from just repeating the same performance
thev did vegarding
e we know what
e going to say.

in regard to that crop as
the 1919 crop? Of
hon.
Thev

cou
opposite

members a
are going ro say that the agreement
the Commonwealth holds cood until
September next. but that onl\' applies
e 1919 crop. It does not apply to the
crop.  Although I am not a lawyer. I
it would. at any rate. be worth the
nister’s while 1o find out whether we could
pass an amending Act this session of
arliament. 1 brought the matter up about
the middle of the session. as to whether an
smending Act could nof be passed to prevent
any pressure being put by the Colonial Sugar
Rv{:mng L,ompdny or v other corporation
on the growers in regard to the 1920 crop,
because, although fhe agreement we are at
plumm selling under does extend to the 20th
rember next. it does not—unless T am very
VrongAapply to the 1920 crop. And there is
nothing to prevent the company. we will say,
when the crushing commences, about the
middle of the vear, from doing e\d(‘t]\ the
ame as hon. gentlemen on the other side are
w pretending to ob]ect to in regard to the
crop.

My, CoLLINS: Xou ought to withdraw that
word - pretend.” We are not pretending.

Mr., SWAYNE: I have said mnothing
unparliamentary., I should like to have used
stronger language—but it would have been
unparliamentary—Dbecause I believe they have
'ur'ﬂmpted to put us in a false position as

regards this legislation. Y/hatever is done
>£1ouM be done under approval of the Central
Board. and also there should be no contract-
ing out allowed

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
With regard to the statement made by the
hon. member for Mirani. I think he was not
listening very attentively to the clause of
the agreement quoted by the hon. member
for Bowen, which says that no fresh legisla-
tion shall be introduced by this Government
before the 30th September nexr; so there
is no use the hon. gentleman getting up and
talking about the Opposition not being
zainst any legislation amending the cane
price legislation this session, because his
friends in the Federal Pa111a1nent—~p10mpted
I suppose, by the Colonial Sugar Refining
Towpany's influence—have insisted on clauses
being inserted in the sugar agreement pre-
venti: us introducing legislation in the
interests of the farmers.

Mr. Guny: Evidently
sugar the sugar Industry,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
T am afraid, from the interjection. that the
hon. member has very little sympathy for
the industry or the grower. I will now read
the clause. Amongst other things. it forbids
this Government to introduce any fresh legis-

you are going to

lation. and it proceeds—
“ (ii.) In connection with the growing.
selling. purchasing. and mnplvmg of
sugar cane, and the treatment and manu-
fac*ure of sugar ¢ w‘ro raW sugar:
Provided. however. that this clause shall
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1"0r in any ever
thirtie {
8o what is the
up and saving that

remain in foroe after the
September. 19207
gentlemen getting
as the Opposition

v

of hon,
£

are concerned they Yppose  any
legislation ®

I want to take this opportunity of con-
gratulating the Government for introducing
this very fine pieve of legislation. and I
find—with regard to the slzrm of My, Hughes

and his Governiment ut overproduction,
and that clause which prohibits the improve-

ment and the erection of any new mills,
which this Government protested so forcibly
against in the telegram Mr. Collins

this afternoon—orn g

that during the years from 19;2 to 1918
inclusive, we have imported into this coun-
try no less than 580.000 tons of black-

sugar which should be produced in Ay
In the face of that. I would like to as
the Federal Government should insist on no
fresh sugar-mills being established—cn no mill
being IHIPXOXOL]A“}[L‘H ve were foreed o
accept that reement or sacvifice the sugar-
growers’ interests. as My, Theodore pointed
out in his relegram. IHe pointed out in that
welegram that we were compelied to accept
the agreement with those cbnoxious clauses
it it, I say there must be some influence
at work that prevents the dey elon ng of this
great sugar industry in this State. We have
thousands of acres of \'d;uable fertile land
Iving idle in Australia and Quecusland that
should have produred sugar for Australia,
and, in the face of that. we have imported
into Queensland from 1912 to 1918 ro less
than 480,000 tous. Only in one of those vears,
and during the tine the Labour Government
were in power—in 1917—did we produce more

than was required for the people in Aus-
tralia. In that year we produced 307,714
tons, and the consumprion was 274,000 tous,

showing 33.000 tons more than was required.-
At thP present tine it 1s hard to say what
it is costing the people of Australia, but. if
we can take any notice of the price of sugar
outside Australia. it will probkably be costing
£40 or £50 a ton. Last vear we nad to
import 50,000 tons at a considerably higher
price than what the Federal Government are
prepared to pay pzoduce s of sugar n
Queensland.  With these facts belore us. i5
is no use the Opposition getting up and
saying they are in favour of devﬂopm@: the
industry, and that they are in favour of
the sugar-grower, becaunse it was the Labour
Government who Introduced the legisiation
which forced the millers to nay a reason-
able price for their cane. The hon, mem-
ber for Mirani read the agreemens
between the Federal Government and the
Colonial Sugar Refining Company. pointing
out the small profits and apologising for the
C'olonial Sugax Refining Company. It is
1mpos<1ble to serve the (,“10{11&1 bugal Refin-
ing Company and the growers of this State.
When this legislation was introduced, the
growers were not getiing s fair deal at the
hands of the millers. The Royal Commission
in 1911 made use of wordd something of this
nature : After going xdreful‘lv into the whole
question. they said. " When we turn to the
millers and refiners we find them. generally
speaking. in a very solvent and sound finan-
cial position: but when we turn to the
growers we find a very different state of
affairs.” The grower. they pointed out, wan
compelled to accept the price offered to him
by rhe miller. or starvation and ruin stared
him in the face. That waz 5 condition of

o W. N. G:7iss.]
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things <l _was mot prepared
to allow o exi they introduced the

cane prices boards legislation which, as the
hon. member for Bowen has pointad out, has
had the effect of putting inte the pockets
of the growers in Queensland in four vears
the enormous sam of £1,000,000. I say
the grower benefits to the full extent by
that large increase, which, in round numbers,
amounts ro bs, on every ton of cane produced
in Queensland, taking the average.

Mr. COLLINR: After all, there has been
a good deal of coercion in the hon. member
for Mirani's district. 1 know something
sout the tyranny of the Colonial Sugar
fining Company apart from that which
they exercised over the growers, Is it not
a fact that in 1916 the Homebush farmers
sent a deputationn to Cairns to the Contral
Board asking them to make the agreement
submitted by the Colonial Sugar Refining
Company the award? The hon. member
knows tiey put on what the hon. member
for Mackay refers to as economic pressure.
We hesr a lot about direct action on the
part of the workers. I suppose this is not
direct action on the part of the Colonial
Sugar Refining Company. They simply said
to the sugar-growers at Homebush, “* You
can crush your cane only on the conditions
taid down by us": aud the farmers—the
cultivators of the soil round about Homebush
—had to accepr the terms of the Colonial
Sugar Refining Company. Yet the hon.
member gets up in this House and talks
about agreements thar will be subject to
the approval of the court, and all that kind
of bosh. The hon. member questions our
sincerity. Ever since I have been in this
House I have questioned his sincerity. When
I was sifting in opposition vears ago I kept
my eye on him. I remember, when the
Profiteering Bill was going through this
House, he practically defended the Colonial
Sugar Refining Company, whether he knew
it or not. If he wants to see whether I
am_ wrong, all he has 1o do is to go to
“ Hansard.”” No. 25, He iwried to make out
that the Colonial Sugar Refining Company
consisted of small shareholders. ~ He ought
to have said. ©* Widows and orphans.” There
is & company crushing his own farmers in
his district, and they have done it over
and over again.

Mr. 3WAYNE: I am rather amused at
the protestations of hon. members on the
other side regarding their desire for an
increased price of sugar. If they really do
believe in -ir. their conversion is a very
recent one, and I am very pleased that they
see the error of their past waye«. T congrati-
‘ate them on the fact. Going back a little
bit, I would like to point out that in the
year 1914 ocur crop was first sold under
price-fixing legislation. It was a Labour
Government av the time, Mr. Fisher being
Prime Minister. By placing an embargo
upon the export of sugar. he put us into the
hands of Southern buyers. I think they pus
on a price of £15 a ton. The matier came
up in this House during Mr. Denham’s
Premiership: and because hon. members on
this side expressed a strong opinion that we
should get more than £14 or £15 a ton for
vaur sugar, the present Premier said we
were in favour of dear living. Then, when
a delegation from both sides of the House
went down to Melbourne, Labour members
were taken to task by a Labour convention
sitting in Rockhampton, and the branch of

[Hon. W. . Gillies,
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their organisation in Cairns sent a wire-
down te Melbourne expressing the hope that
a higher price would not be granted. Again,
when there was before the Federal House
a Bill for the purpose of raising the price
from £18 to £21 per ton, Mr. Tudor, the
Jeader of the Labour party in the Federal
House, said it meant dearer living. In regard
to the £500,000 that had accumulated and
which the Hughes Government were going
to give us by way of increased price, Mr.
Tudor said, if anvbody were entitled to it,
it was the consumer and not the producer-
of sugar. Again, I draw attention to the
fact that, when the price was raised from
£18 to £21 per ton, the first reference to.
the increase in price came from Mr. Hughes,
not from Mr. Ryan. When the conference
was held between the Australian Sugar Pro-
ducers’ Association, the United Canegrowers’
Association. and other people, and it was.
suggested by the members of the United
Canegrowers’ Association that there should
be an increased price asked for from £21
to £24, a doubt was expressed by the Aus-
tralian Sugar Producers’ Association as to
whether it would be wise to do so, for which
they got very thoroughly slated. We find
that the present Premier and Mr. Lennon
agreed with the delegates of the Australian
Sugar Producers’ Association that it would
not be wise to ask for an increase from £21
to £24. I am very glad to find that now
they are realising the error of their ways.
I welcome the accession of strength we are
getting in our efforts to obtain a fair price
for the sugar producers:.of Queensland. At
the same time I sirongly object to their
trying to make party capital out of it.

Mr, Corrixs: That is what you are doing.

Mr. SWAYNE: The hon. member sayse:
I am trying to make party capital because
I am controverting the erroneous statements
that come from the other side in regard tec
this important matter.

Mr. GUNN: In reference to the price of
sugar, I find the following at page 1243 of
“Hansard ™ for 1914:—

“ My, THEODORE: I =aid, ‘If we can
correctly «draw an inference from their

As a matter of fact, the Chief
Secretary did say that sugar should go
up in price on account of things that
are happening elsewhere. Everyone in
the community is a consumer of sugar.
The Minister for Agriculture wants to
see <lear meat, and other members of
the Cabinet favour high prices, because

they mean success to the commercial
enterprises, success fo the middleman,
and success to certain businesses, and

they do it without any regard to the
interests of the whole community.

**The Treasurer: Who said they
wanted dear meat?
“Mr. Tureopore: The Minister for-

Agriculture said it some months ago.

“Mr. Hunter: And the Premier said
to-night that sugar was too cheap.”

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTTRE: He said
cane was too dear.
Mr. GUNN: This continues—

“Mr. THEODORE: Yes, the Chief Sec-
retary wanted a higher price for sugar.
That would mean dearer living for the
people in the State. I don’t think we
can draw any other inference from his.
remarks.”’

Question put and passed.
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ACT.

The PREMIER: to move—That
£11,665 be tzranted for
Stations Acdct

Kir. SWAYNE: These stations are a very
great boon to the industry, and it is, perhaps,
worth while to point out, in vzew of the
fach that we hear so much stated errone-
cusly abour the industry being spoon-fed,
thar they are maintained at the expense of

+ industry. The growers are levied on to
finance the stations,

Mr. GrLepsoN: Only half of it.

SWAYNE: At any rate, they are
. To that extent, at_any rate,
is done in regard to other State farms
done in 1egard to these stations. I
the hon. membey for Bowen might
with me that in this respecs our
dustry stands out by itself. What I want
ta sa¥ is that. while a series of very useful
experiments with regard to methods of cul-
tiv zrmn—mdnuring fertilising, and so on—

are carri out, I should like to see some-
thing more done in the way of improving

1 beg
‘“ Sugar Experiment

the variery of the cane. In ten years,
think, the average sugar content of our

the average extraction, has been
increased by something lke § per cent.
That 1s not sufficient. People not connected
with the industry point to the huge <tr1des
made in regard to the beet root: that when
beet sugar was first made the sugar content

. oY

of that root was only about 8 per cent.: and
new. by selection, cross-propagatien. and
0 o it has been increased to 16 or 18
per cent. They say, ** Why can you not do

the same with cane?” Beet lends itself to
improvement in that regard, being grown
from a ssed. Except in very few instances,
sugar-cane is grown from a cutting, and
vou cannot hybridise or cross-propagate it,
as can be done in the case of a plant
grown from seed. Only in the last twenty
vears has it been known that cane can he
grown from sced. and a certain amount
of experimental work in cross-propagation
of breeding has been undertaken in the
West Indies and other countries. It has
Seen undertaken also by the Acclimatisation
people in Queensland and other people at
other places in Queensland. I should like to
the State take this work in  hand
Hitherto they have not had an experimental
station climatically suitable for this work. but
they are now establishing a station in the
North on the Johnstone, I should like o hear
from the Alinister whether it is intended to
underrake this very nccessary improvement
work by apecial selection and crossing. If we
can only t another 2 or 3 per cent. added
re rthe average sugar content of the cane
in Queenstand, 1t will be a verv great
adventage not only fo the industry bug
o the State as a whole. Furtherniore,
in regard to the future of -he indnstlr. we
know an attempt is now being made to
for our article in Australia smnmhmﬂ
a fair price. The hon. member for
for Mackay dealt with the pre:

§ p.m.j vious question this evening, and
I am quite in agreement with
We certainly want a higher
price. but he rather understated whar the
world's prices are. I think he spoke of £40
* The International Sugar Journal ”
December gives the British price as
» ewt. That means that in the old

Pty
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nim rhere.
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* other sl(‘n of the world.
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country, at the present time, they are paying
over £I100 a ton for their sugar, and I think
they are lmited to a ration of about 10 oz.
per week. All the facts which come to our
cognisance indicate that it will be many vears
before there is anything like cheap sugar

again. The Queensland producer is not
getting anything like half the world's
parity ar the present time. The sugar-

growers rendered great services to the Com-
monwealth during the war: and when the
witole of the world, except New Zealand,
were starving for sugar, and limited to a
ration of a few ounces per week, the people
in Australia had plenty. and the jam industry
was carried on most profitably. Whether the
fruitgrowers got their fair share, I cannot
say; but I am inclined somectimes to think
that they did not get it. The jam industry
also did great service to our troops on the
In support of our
claims for a higher price, arguments were
adduced that not only is there an advantage
in having the article raised within our own
country. “and that every country should be
self-supporting as regards the necessaries of
life, but from the defence point of view it is
a valuable factor, because it is the one
industry which can possibly bring about close
ietrlemem in the North. If the sugar industry
is ruined. it means a great risk to the North.
The people of Australia should realise what
the deponulation of North Queensland would
If any alien nation were, through lack

mean. :
of population. allowed to obtain a foothold,
our ideal of ‘* White Australia’” would dis-

appear.- and there would be the expense of
maintaining a land frontier against possible
foes instead of having the sea between us
and other nations. T think that, although
we are asking for a higher price for our
produet, it is still a very low price as com-
pared with the rest of the world, and it is
up to Australia to treat us liberally in this
matter.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
The hon. member for Mivani wants to know
if anv of this fund is being spent in the
direction of introducing sweet varieties of
cane. Since the war, vervy litile has been
done in that direction. In the days gone by,
when the Colonial Sugar Refining (‘fompany
bought cane at so much per ton, there was
a great incentive on fhe part of the miller
then to introduce a sweet variety of cané,
and. to their eredir. the Colonial Sugar Re-
fining Company has done a lJot in intro-
ducing sweet \'111(‘1’103 from New Guinea
and other parts of the world. Now that
sugar-cane is paid for largely on an analysis
basis, the incentive for the miller to intro-
duce sweer varieties is not so great. There-
fore, it will devoive on this Government
to launch out In that direction, because
nearly as much labour iz expended in the
cultivation of varieties of low density as
would be P\pozmed on sweeter varieties, so
that it is also in the interests of the growers
as of the millers that a sweeter variety of
cane should be grown. Now that the war
is over, while T am in the Agricultural De-
partment ! will do everything possible to
see that sweeter varieties of cane are intro-
duced. There is also a responsibility on the
millers’ part in the matter of extraction. It
is certainly not creditable that so large an
amount of sugar goes up in smoke or down
the drain

Question put and passed.

Hon. W. N, Gillies.]
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STATE BATTERY AND TREATMENT WORKS,
IRVINEBANK.
The PREMIER: I move that £40.000 be
granted for ¢ State Battery and Treatment
Works, Irvinebank.”

Question put and passed.

Loaxy Fuxp Accorxrt, 1919-182C.

PREMIER AND CHIEF SECRETARY’S DEPARTMENT—
SOLDIER SETTLEMENT AXD REPATRIATION

The PREMIER: I move—That £400.000
be granted for *° Soldier Settlement and
Repairiation.”

Mr. VOWLES: I desire to refer to a

matter upon which 1 have been in conversa-
tion to-day with the Premier. Quite recently
I referred on the Immigration
mISrepm«entatlon or mhundelqtandmg that
is going on in the old country in regard to
the conditions which obtain in Queensiand
as far as soldier settlement is concerned. I
have a statement here which I got this
afternoon from a soldier, a man who fought
for the British Empire, and who was
wounded on many occasions. He has spent
his savings, and not only his savings from
his war vice but his war gratuity, and
has also compounded and realised the pen-
sion coming to him. He has expended the
whole of the money in coming to Australia
with his wife and youngster, on the under-
standing, through the misrepresentations in
the old country, that when he landed here
he was entitled to certain privileges as a
saldier. I am not doing this with the view
of castigating the Government. but with a
hope that immediate steps will be taken to
prevent other men from coming under the
same mistake. He tells me that there are,
to his knowledge, 3,000 men who are waiting
1o get passages to come to Australia, believ
ing that certain conditions obtain here which
do not obtain. It might simplify matters
if T were to read this statement to the Com-
mittee. and I think that when hon. members
hear it they will come to the conclusion that
a very great hardship has been suffered by
this man, and he is not the only man
here: I have met another man to- day with
the same tale of woe. They are stranded in
Queensland, in a land of plenty, as it wad
represented to them in the old country. They
have sunk all the money they had., and but
for the Government of Queensland, which is
keeping them going for the moment, they
and their families would be out on the
streets, and all the hopes they entertained
would be things of the past. I do not want
to give this man’s name I will leave out
all names. This is what he says—

¢ STATEMENT.

“Y am a married man, with one child.
I expect that my wife will be confined
with another child in about a month’s
time. I am twenty-five years of age,
and was born_ at Kennington, London.
I was employed before coming to Queens-
land. first in the Refuge Insurance Com-
pany’s office, and latterly as an inspector
in the Mlmstrv of Munitions, 1 am an
ex-soldier, having joined the army in
March, 1913, being discharged June,
1916. I first considered the question of
coming to Queensland as an immigrant
in August, 1919. I was induced to think
about the matter by the propaganda
appearing in the Press, and upon the

THor. E. G. Theodore
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hoamwg in London. and in hookiets
issued by the Overseas Serrlement Com-
mittee. and distributed to all labour

exchanges throughout the United King-
dom, and also thlough dispersal ocamps
formed for the purpose of demobilising
the army.”

It is all owing to the circulars which are
being circulated in the old countr v, and
which, to my mind, are misleading ihe
people, Whether it is done wittingly or
unwittingly, it is dome with the knowledge
and dpplowal apparently. of our Home
Depa1tment Then he further says—

‘I formed the opinion from the pro-
paganda which I read that Queensland
offered the best inducement to an immi-
grant of my class, because of the fact

that it offered me a larger advance
of capital and better land settlement
&Ondltlolb than anv other State. No

other State. it appealed fromi the propa-
ganda. would have offered me anything
Tike the same advantages. unless I had
been a resident there before the war,
One of the posters which impressed
itself on my mind, I saw at Cockspur
street, It referred exclusiv elv to Queens-
land. TIts features were a picture of a
man with a spade and a bag of gold
labelled £1 200 by his side. Iz was
labelled. Queemland—the Queen State
—Mry Land,”” and impressed me a go
deal. One of the particular inducements,
from my point of view, was contained
in a booklet. which decmled that no
previous agricultural experience was
necessury for anyone wishing to secure
a farm in Queensland under the over-
sea settlement scheme. In accordance with
a paragraph which appeared in the Press
I applied. in August, 1919, for forms of
apph('ltlon for a free passage and
acceptance as a Queensland settler to
the secretary. Overseas Settlement Office,
59 Victoria street, London. 1 subse-
quently received two forms to be filled
in, and in accordance with instructions
rerurned them to the Overseas Settlement
Office. I later received a Iettel of which
the following is a copy:

¢ MEMORANDUM.
“ From the secretary
General of Queensland, 409
Strand, London, W.C.2.
¢ 27th August. 1910,
“Your passage has been approved by
the Queensland Government. The matfer
now rests with the Overseas Settlement
Office, to which department all future
(o11e~pondence should be addressed.
F(Sgd.) P. J. Diuiox.
“ Secretary.

to the Agent-
and 410

“So soon as I received the above
letter. I went to Mr., Heath, secretary
to the Overseas Settlement Committee.
and asked him when I was due to sail.
He said that if T was in a hurry to get
awav my best plan was to make written
application to the passenger department,
Orient line. He said that I had better

pay my own passage money, which would
afterwards be refunded by the Oversea
Committee,”
This man paid £85 for his wife and family,
as he thought when he arrived here that
he would get a refund of that amount, but
he discovered that he was ounly eatitled to
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yofund of £35. There was some
ez sent by the Chief Secretary’s Depart-
+5 England to make inquiry, and the
of the cables was charged against the
He further says— .
T went personally to the Orient Com-
nanv and obtained accommodation on the
COrmonde.” I sailed for Queensland on
15:h Nevember. 1819, Before I left Eng-
jand I was told by Mr. Heath, secretary
ta the Overseas Commirtee. that 1 was
lucke to get awayv on the boat, as there
were 3.000 applicants approv and
awaitine  accommodation to travel to
Queensiand  under  the  committee’s
scheme.”

1 say it is a deplorable state of affairs
vo are 3.000 men waiting to come out.
his brothers and velatives are walting
to come out here on the strength of the
representations which were made by him in
the old country. Thes have no empleyment
to e to when they come here, and they are
coming here to swell the ranks of our
unemplovod.
The PreMIER: Don't ger excited.

Ve, VOWLES: This man will tell you
that there are 3.000 others who are in the
same position as himself. They made appli-
cations for passages to Queensland. He says
himself that he was responsible for ;lalslead-
ing his friends. I say that the time has
arrived when immediate action should be
taken to make the true conditions regarding
i tion and settlement of soldiers heve
knewn to the men in England. He further

 The concessions which I expected to
secure from the Queensland Government
on arrival were those set our in the para-
craph  relating to Queensland in the
official pamphlet, * Official information
for the use of intending settlers in other
parts  of the Empire,” first edition,
: 191G. published by the Overseas
Setslement Committee, copy of which 1s
attached and signed by me.”

The PreaiER: Who was it izsued by?

Air. VOWLES: I could nor tell you. [
am giving it as a statement of fact. I dc
not cure who was responsible for issuing 1,
but I want if cleaned uw». T am not bring-
ine it forward to make capital out of if
hut I want to zee that these people are not
misled. This man further says—

= 1 took it that the Queensiand Govern-
ut, by approving me and the passages
my wife and myself. had conrracted
to settle ne upon the land upon the con-
ditions relating to Queensland set out
in thar pamphlet. I was so impressed
with the scheme of the Queensland
Government that 1 told numbers of
people whom I met among ex-service men
of its details and advised them to take
advantage of it. A number of them did
o, including three of my own brothers.
and a number of others. I persuaded
these people to take advantage of the
scherne, because I thought it was a grand
schente.  So soon as they saw the propa-
canda of the Queensland Government
they jumped at it because it seemed a
very hne opportunity. After seeing the
propaganda they did not need much
maore persuading.

“I landed in Brisbane from the
“ Crmonde’ on the 2ud of January, 2920,
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with my wife and child. T expected that

there would be someone to meet me at
the boat. vepresenting the Overseas
Settlement Committee or the Queensland
Government. There was no one to meet’
us. There were three families under the
scheme on board the * Ormonde.’ I went
to the Repatriation Department, becausa:
I thought as an ex-service man I wounld
get information there and also an allow-
ance.  After landing I was without
money. having expended all my savings
on passage money, which has never been
refunded to me. The Repatriation
Department told me that they could give
nie no allowance, as I was an ex-Imperial
soldier. They advised me to go to the
Lands Department. I went to the Lands
Department, and was there asked to fill
in a registration form. The official whom
I saw—a Mr. Keenan, I think—told us
that he knew nothing whatever about the
Overseas Settlement Scheme. He asked:
me to see Mr., Adams. secretary to the
Minister for Lands and the War Counci}
Land Settlement Committee. I saw Mr.,
Adams. He also told me that he knew
nothing whatever about the Overseas
Land Settlement Scheme. He said that
it was some harebrained scheme which
had been got up at home and which was
not in connection with this State at all.
He was quite indignant about the matter.
He said he was sorry for me, and tele-
phoned Mr. Allen, a trustee of the
Queensland Patriotie Fund, and asked
him to arrange a sustenance allowance
for us. Myr. Adams was most kind and
considerate, and seemed willing to de
anvthing he could to help us. I went
to see Mr. Allen, who gave me £1. I
was at that time absolutely penniless,
and if I had not secured that money T
would have had to leave my lodgings
in Wharf street and to have taken mv
wife, who was then about two months off
confinement, into the streets. We were
absolutely destitute, and could not even
have paid the 7s necessary to release
my luggage. I saw Mr. Allen upon the
following day, and he gave me another
£2 on hehalf of the Queensland Patriotic
Fund. I then returned to Mr. Adams
and thanked him for his help. and he
secured an interview with Mr. Theodore,
the Premier, for me. I saw Mr.
Theodore, in combany with Mr. Craw-
ford, a fellow Immigrant under the
scheme. I explained the details of the
whole matter to him, and he told us to
see Mr. McDermott, the Under Secretary
to his department, next morning. Our
interview with Mr. Theodore took place
on 14th January last. We saw Mr.
McDermott on the following morning,
and he gave me a cheque for £3. He
also edvised me to look for work and
report to him on the following Fridav,
T have been seeking work ever since,
hoth on my account and with the heln
of letters of introduction from Mr.
McDermott. who has treated me with
every courtesy. The only work which I
secured was four davs’ employment with
the Metropolitan Life Assurance Com-
pany. I was unable to carry on this
work in view of the nature of my wounds
received in the war. I served in the
early months of the war as a rifleman in
the King’s Royal Rifles. I was one of the
criginal expeditionary force and served

Mr. Vowles.]
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for two 3 inclusive of the actions at
Mons, Man Ajsne. Neuve Chate .
first and second battle of Ypres. Loos.

La Bassee, Festubert. I was Hentuallv

wounded on 26th October, 1914. at first
bhattle of Ypres. also ot La Bassee and
Festubert. Included in all, my wounds
are as follows:—

“ Bullet through left shoulder.

“Bullet through left buttock.

“Bullet left arm and bayoner leir

arm. There are still splmtprs of bone
loose in this arm; sometimes they come
through the flesh to the surface. As you
can hear the broken bones creak with
the movements of the arm. (Note.—The
creaking of the bones was distincily
audible to the writer who wrote this
statement from dictation.)

¢ Bullet right thigh.

“ Bullet right calf. This was a serious
wound. severing the main arteries of the
leg, which have been tied but whick
have now come undone. The leg is now

L inches bigger round the calf than the
other leg and iz causing considerable
pain.”’
This man is a wounded soldier.
Mr. Cortins: Is that how Great Brirain
treats her wounded soldiers?

Mr. VOWLES: He wanted o come to
Queensland, and he came here owing to the
misrepresentation that Cncuiatﬂd in
Bngland. He further says:

-

“ It was because of this wound that I
found myself unable to continue as an
insurance canvasser for the Metropolitan
Life Company. The Overseas Settlement
Committee knew of these wounds. They
saw mv army discharge and also 1n=1qtec4
upon a medical certificate accompanying
my application. After leaving the
employ of the Metropolitan Life Assur-
ance {‘ompany, I showed the wound in

: leg to Mr. McDermott. He told me
rhar T was not fit to o upon the land
owlng 1o my phvslcal condition.  Sincs
the 1bth January 1 have been iecewmb
an allowance of £3 per week from the
Government, through Mr. McDermott. as
sustenance. I have not vet received any
refund upon my passage money. Mr.
MeDermott has told me, however, tha:
he has cabled to England, and as
result has received a refund of £35 from
the Overseas Settlement Departmenrt,
This ha:, not vet been paid over 1o me.
The £3 per week which I have been
receiving as sustenance from the Govern-
ment and the cost of the cabies which
Mr. McDermott sent to England is to
be deducted from the £35 which has been
refunded. To date £15 has been
advanced me for sustenance, and 1 do nos
know the value of the cables. I have
been unable to secure any land whatever,
or any advance such as I was promised
in the official pamphlet of the Oversoas
Scttlement: Office. In fa have not
received any of the concessions which I
expected to receive. I reallse, after see-
ing the country, that I am absolutely
V)hV“ICaHV unfit to settle upon the land
n Queonuland by reason of my wounds.
s was not suggested to me by the
Land Settlement Commltt ee or anyone
else in Hngland. Sinee my arrival my

[(Mr. Vowles.

healsn, also
wrally  very
the txouble which we have
health being. of .ourse,
unpana(‘ by condition.
nothing left for me to do bus
t» return w England immediately. My,
MecDermott has cabled my brother t5
send me passage money. So soon as that
arrives 1 intend to leave for Kngland.

. ad,

Apart from the sustenance allowance
which is being advanced mgamst the
passage money owing to me I have nof

4 penny in the world. The position
which 1 gave up to come to Queensland
in Au"u% last was a permanent one. It
vmlded me an income on an average of
E7 per week. I had a soldier’s pension
of £1 per week, being classed as 506 per
cent. disabled, For about thres months
before deciding to come to Queensland
I was attending hospital. and my pension
during that period was Increased to £2

14s. 6d. per week. In order to pay
passage money and meet the necessary
expense of leaving England. com-
pmam,ied my pensiou, the peuod of i

was due to end in April of this ye);r\ for

£83 16s. My passage cost me £84. My
other expenses on the voyage. efe.,
amounted to  about £20.  The £84
included the passages of myr wife and
entbd. 1 bave now no further claim

e Bri Pensions Department
1 1 continued to draw my pension

untii April T could have gone before
the Pensions Board and would probably
have receiwd a life pension. If my
hrother does not send me passage
1 shall be  destitute a few

shill be unable £

gree that tha® is a

haa brought undm
which is more sad
case the wife of

bl;n

\-ase
Iatter

individual Lm« died since

he and. : l‘m sort of
thing to conginue I do not know who 1is
to blams. but I do szy that duving the last
few days we hav e"merrL of grosz
l‘ﬂiS!'(’[)Y(" "&{xOU‘ LOHG!th!‘q
which tain 1 Thocver is
respensible  for sentatlons is
vesponsible for this man i3
sgranded in Br . Fe was in
Eugimv when Lhoa ramphlets appewsved,
nel. marier who was nonsible for the
uppeamz‘n of the pam hlé‘tQ we ought to do
what we ¢ to rerme this trouble and see
that it does noi rccuv in the future. It
is probable that it was in view of such facts
t : ades Hall told the
nore men %hould be broughs

‘ to swell the ranks of the
ﬂempxo“oo I r*oulu quotc from reports
made fo the I 1 Council statements
showing that thure a great increase 1in
unemployment, wore Dart}c, ¥ly in  the

n.etlopohmn ares. At any rate, here we rave
four cast lesst in which men have been

nduced by mlslepvemntutxor to give up good
poqhom and sell thelr homes to come to
nsland. One of those wen tells me that

he brought oub chine with him
and some cdds and which he has
been compelled fo sell since hi< arvival 1n
Queensland. Lying misrepresentstions have
been made to these men by someone, and
it ois up tne Premicr to let thnse 3,000




Sup

men who are giving up positions to come tc
“yueensland know that we ar: not looking
for working men. but are looking for rcen
who will create moducmon and will create
work., If he doe: not do that. he will not
be doing a fair thing to the men in Queens-
land or to men who are in the unfortunate
position 1 have described.

The PREMIER: The case the hon. riewm-
ber has referred to is certainly a most
unfortunate one, but the hon. member would
lead members of the Chamber to beliove
that he blames the Government for what has
happened.

Mr., Vowres: Well. who iz to b}ame’:

The PREMIER: The houn. member know:
that it iz not the Queensland Goxernmem’
who are to blame. The first intimation wr
had of the organisation known as the ** Over-
seas Settlement Committee ”’ was when two
or three of these immigrants arrived here in
the “ Ormonde.’ Thev came to the ofhce and
=tated that they were penniless in Brishave.
and that they were misled with regard to
the conditions existing in Queensland. 7They
were told that the Government had no
knowledge of those misrepresentations. and
that no arrangements had been made with
the Overseas Setitlement (‘ommittee in any
form to prepare for the reception of immi-
grants from England. The Overseas Settle-

ment Commitiee are an organisation act-
ing under the Imperial Government. but
they have made no arrangement what-

ever with the Queensland Government. what.-
ever arrangements thev may have made with
other Dominion Governments. I believe they
have some arrangements with overseas Govern-
ments under which they are aunthorised to
make arrangements to send immigrants from

England. but they have no such arrangs-
ments with the Queensland Government.
So soon as we knew that these men had

arrived under a misapprehension we com-
municated with the Agent-General in order
to ascertain how many immigrants the Over-
seas Settlement Committes had directed to
come to Queensland, what arrangements thex
were making to assist those m;ungrants and
what steps they were ,al\mg to enlist immi-
grants for Quervsland. I think I mentioned
that fact to the leader of the Oppo%ltmn
this afternoon before he made his statemen
in the House. The pamphlet referrved m
was publithed by the Oxex\ms Settlement
Committee, on which we have no represcnta-
tion. and certainly they hd\t no authority
to act for the Queensland Government. We
communicated with the Agent-General in
order to ascertain what are the facts with
regard to the 3,000 persons who. it is said.
are coming to Queensland. I think the man
who made that statemient must have been
under a misapprehension, and was. perhaps,
given to understand that there were 3,000
persons who were directed to  overseas
Dominions, because \w find that arrange-
ments have been mauw for only thirty-five
to come to Queensiand
Hon. W. H, BaRx

%: Who iz responsible?

The PREMIER : The Queensland Govern-
ment arc not responsible. The Overseas
Settlement Committee have, in my opinion.
taken too much upen themselves in assuming
that. provision would be made in Queensland
to receive those men. Ther should at le
have let us know what number of men were
itkely to come to Que@nsnﬂd so that some
provision might be made for them. That
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since this matter has been
reported. The Overseas Settlement Com-
mittee are interesting themselves in the
matter, but we declined to make any arrange-
ments with the Overseas Seftlement Com-
mittee to send out an uniimited number of
immigrants until we had made our own
arrangements with regard to immigration.
Certainly no one has been uthorised to
say that we have 250,000 acres of land ear-
marked for immigrants from England. Last
July the Imperial Government entered into
negotiations with the Queensland Govern-
ment with the view of getting us to take
so many immigrants, but we have not yet
concluded any arrangement with them. That
is one of the matters I intend to bake up
with the Imperial Goveroment when I am

haz bheen done

over there, but there is no
[8.30 p.m.] arrangement made with  the
Imperial Government. much less
with the Overseas Settlement Committee.

The matter has been taken in hand., and as
regards the particular men the hon. member
complained about I fully sympathise with
them. and fully realise their misfortune and
the difficult position they. are placed in
through arriving here e pe(‘cmg to be wel-
comed at the ship's side and fully provided
for, and then to find that they got a cold
reception, or, mcxeed no recept;orw at  all.
because no provision had been made by the
persons who sent them out. v immedi-
ately wanted to' go back again. which would
have been a doubtful radvertisement for
Queensland. At any rate. I have done my
beat to make them feel welcome kere, and
have had arrangements made for prowding
themn with a temporary allowance, and
I am surprised that they should feel
aggrieved ai the Government. 1 think one
wan was found a job with ‘hp Queensland
Government, but e conditions
did not suit him.

Mr. Vowrss:
Museum.

The PREMIER : We
insurance Canvasser.

Mr. Vowres: He has 2
could not do the work.

The PREMIER: 1 4o n
ticulars, but all along we have given him
reasonable sustepance. At anuy rate, we are
not going to leave the men stranded, and
we have taken full precautions to see that
no others come out under the same circum-
stances, and the authorities on the other
side have been warned not to send immi-
grants here until we can provide for them.
One of these immigrants told me that there
were quite a number—I do not know how
many—of men seni out through the Over-
seas Settlement Committee on the same boat
who were going to other States, and it is
quite possible an arrangement was made
with the other States but it has not been
made . with Quecnslanu.

Mr. Vowies: It
pamphlet.

The PREMIER : I :aw that statemenf in
the pamphlet but 1t was Tnot
authorised by the Queonsiand Government.

Mr. Vowrrs: Why not cancel it?
The PREMIER : It was cancelled as soon
as it came before my notice, And the Agent-

General was told to inform the Overseas
Settlement Committee nof to engage men

Hon. E. Thendors. ]
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for That & @ matter we re.
fused to ar range with the Imperial Govern-
ment even, bef we were in a positien ¢
carry out our nrogramine.

Mr., ELPHINSTONE: The Government
ust e held 30 be responsible for the actlons
she Agent-Genoral's Office in London,
i ouid apx wear that this Over.
samittee would not, under
ke upon themsclves the
sending immigrants fo this
rhn cognizsance of the Agent-
r London.

TeSPOT
L Jvhrn
{eneral

The PrewizR : Bur ther did do so.
FLPHII\'ST(PNE: It is not fair to
#ny such thing.

Prewrer : 1 admit that it is unheard

The Premier has
this Uvexsem Settlement Com-
mitt s mi-Government institution, and
e know quite vell that the Imperial Go-
vernment dee: not take liberties with any
B fh(— ¢olonies, and mmfn we have a perfect
ngm TO  ASSUME this Overseas Settle-
mmont Committee has not done anything in
regard to sending hmmigrants to this coun-

try withour the risance of the Agent-
Oiffice.
The PrEMIER: Thet mentioned that we

crved in Queensland,

have 250,000 acres rved
tthority whatever for

and they have no
*hat statement.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Reference has been
yade to the poster in London of an immi-
grant carrying a bag of gold on his back
with £1,200 marked on it, which we know
quite well signifies the amount which the
Agricultural Bank udvances to settlers of a
f‘Ltm*"d\ tory charac We recognise that an
advertisement ke that could ounly have
(vuanatﬁfl from the Agent-General’s Office in
Fondon,
The PREMiER: That was published by the
Oversess Settlement Committee,

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Do you say it was
nublished by the Overseas Setilement Comi-
wilttee, hd\}ﬂg reference to Queensland, with-
cut the cognisance of the Agent- -General’s
Office” It is not conceivable. Tt is no use
the Premier trying 1o shelve the responsi-
bility for that, as the Government are respon-
sible for the AgentGeneral in London, and
the Agent-General or his

4
dey Jone  something  in this
regard communicating with the
Governmens herve, Just to show how these

nd colouled informa-
the people of Eng-
who propose to
refer to the
5th  January,
in this House

v hon. member
vou see a statement made

coloured ga(meatlon\
tion are <1mula‘(ed

w hlch
|

2aC

a V. ¢ y
by our own Arrm -Gieneral—one who has
recently gore from our midst with full cog-

the facts as

owledge of fac
this inter-

In the opening of
serviewer says—

“In the courvse of conversation I
rned much of interest to those who
put their money into Queensland,
v'»h«; are looking forward with
anticipation to its future
ome gver at an

nisanes ans
left the
the 1

and
oleasurable

developments. e has

{Hown. B, G. Pheodore.
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spportune time, when the que-no“ of
immigration is mommemly to the front,
and as ex-Minister for Public Lands he
will be in a position to give most valu-
able advice o British ex-service men
and women who may contemplate taking
ddxanta.ge of the offer of the Imperial
Government of free transport to any part
of rhe British Empire.”

That clearly shows the connection between
the Agent-General’'s Office in London
this Overseas Settlement Committee,
this Settlement (ommutoo iz the body w
is  administering this  free transpor:
ex-Imperial service men to any part of
Brivish Empire. We will follow this lnter-
view through, and see what this present
Agent-General savs in regard to Queensland.
In the first place, he says—

zeftle-

* One of the principal areas for
ment 1z in the Burneti district, where
there are 2.700,000 acres available.”

That may or may not be true. There are
divergent opinions regarding the quantity of
Jand available in the Burnett disteiet: and
if the Agent-General had been fair to those
contemplating emigrating to this country,
he should have said that it would be at
least five years before these lands are avail-
able. The Premier shakes his head. In the
first place, the hon. gentleman has to go to

London, and he has to cajole the Britisk
Government into lending him money to build.
that railway on the promise thaf, if they
lend Queensiand enough money, they will pro-
vide sertlement for Impenal ox- service men.
We know quite well that is the idea, and rhe
Premier has, first of all, to get on the soft
side of the British Government ro advance
that money chiefly for this purpose, and,
mmdcnta]lv, I think the British Government
will be well advised to send some independens
expert into those areas that are proposed to
be opened up. I hope that these lands will
develop to such an extent as to settle a large
number of soldiers: but they should send
some independent expert to test the \elacitv
of this proposition—a gentleman who has no
bias or whose opinion is not influenced by
the fact that there is a copper mine there
in which certain gentlemen have shares—
where there is no parish pump to be
worked. and where the whole proposal may
be judged absolutely on its merits. That
would be a fair suggestion to place hefore
the British Government before numbers of
ex-service men are sent here, perhaps. 10
experience conditions similar to those experi-
enced by the men to whom the leader of the
Opposition referred. In vreferring to the
tropical North and referring to the opening
of the line from Townsville to Cai s, Mr,
Humer said—

“It 18 estimated rhat this will open
up 18.000,000 acres of tropical and semi-
tropical lands suitable for sugar-grow-
ing and general agriculture. The line
will connect up with the Cairns Railway.”

From information I have on the subject,
instead of there being something like
18.000,000 acres of land suitable for agricai-
rure which will be opened up by this railwary,

I think 100,000 acres itable for develo
mental rury would be much nearer
mark.

You sa ay 100,000 acres wiil
the railwaey from Towns-

Tne PREMIER:
be opened up
ville to Cairxn




ELPHINSTONE: In my judgment,

Have vou been that far

dir. ELPHINSTONE: I have been up as
far as Cairns. and. from the information I
have got from those who should know, I
say it i1s ridiculous to state that 18,000,000
acres of land will be made available, and
it would be very much nearer the estimate
to =ay 100,000 acres.

The PREMIER : Do you know of the Oswald’s
Track country?

Mr. ELPHINSTONE:

I am quite aware

of that. The hon. gentleman has already
tttacked my  knowledge on  the Innisfail
matter. and possibly he will find, ultimately,

that my knowledge is much more accurate
than his own. However, 1 am quite pre-
pared to abide by my knowledge and my
source of mfmmatlon on this subject. It is
a gross exaggeration to say that 18,000,000
acres of land will be opened suitable for
settlement purposes when this line is bult,

Further than that, I ask any man in this
House if, when that railway Is completed,
there is dn\thmo in the labour conditions of
the North to- da\ which would encourage men
to settle there? We know the turmoil which
exists there, and under the existing labour
conditions it is almost impossible to encour-
age settlement as much as we would like to
see done. What is the use of any Agent-
General or any Government talking about
these many millions of acres of land which
are held out as a bait to would-be settlers

when we know quite well that there are
nandc*ed~ of soldiers in Queensland who can-
not get land, and who have been waiting
izr months for land that is unopened and
undeveloped. One has only to look at what
]wanpenmg at present to see actual good
grounds for complaint, and to see the reason
why we have illustrations such as the leader
of the Opposition has pointed cut to-night.
Regarding the Chief Controller of Soldier
Sertlements. the Agent-General make this
remark, and it has a very important bear-
ing on she vote under consideration. He
says—

“In Queensland there is what is
cailed a ‘ General Controller of Soldiers’
Seitlements '—a practical farmer who has
made a success at the work himself. He
has his deputies in different distriets,
and all the work on the farms is done
with his approval. All the expenditure
¢f money has to receive his sanction,

and in this way the very best results
are obtained.””
This is & statement made by our Agent-
2 ; 3 Y
General about six weeks ago in London.
Put what ‘has happened since then? Before
the Agent-General landed in London that
Thief Controller had resigned his position,

and, instead of this department now bemg
in the hands of a competent controller who
knows his business, we know quite well that
the whole administration of this soldiers’
settlement matter has come under the entive
direction of the Lands Department, sur-
rounded with the red tape of a depart-
miont and controlled by those who have very
little practical knowledge of the problem.
As the Agent-General pomted out, the success
of this coldJers settlement matter lies in
the fact of having at its head a man who
knows his business and has proved himself

1820—S ¢
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to he a success in that particular line, Yes
the very factor which the Agent-General
has heid our as an inducement for other

people to come and take part in this soldiers’
settiement has been wiped out, and it has
gone back to the old red-tape system, and
is placed under the control of the Minister
for Lands. TUnderstand, Mr. Chairman, that
I sm not casting any reflection.

The Secrerary ror Pusric Liaxps: He
certainly knows a lot more about the busi-
than vou do.

11eRS
3Mre. ELPHINSTONE: He certainly does.
I am gquite prepared te admit i, and 1

wouid have very inuch greater confidence if
the Minister and his depaltmental officers
enerally wou d be frank enough to make a
stmil The —Xoe'nt General, in
dealing with the question of advances mede
to the soldiers, overstates the position—not to
a great extent, 1} admit. He says that the
soldier has £1.250 advanced ro him. That is
not the case: £1.200 is the limit, and of that
£625 is advanced under the Discharged
Roldiers”  Sertlement  Act. The second
advance, we know, is the one which is abso-
futely uninfluenced by the fact of that man
being a soldier. He becomes an applicant to
the Agricultural Bank for another £575, mak-
ing his toral indebtedness £1,200. In my
judgment, this £1.200 should be consoli-
dated It should be administered at the
one rtime, by the one department, and,
instead of making the soldier dependent
upon the whims of two separate depari-
raents, he should know from the very out-
set that there i1s to be £1,200 available to
him which is fo be administered by one
department.

The SECREFARY FOR PTBLIC LAXDS:
do vou think the best?

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I would certainly
2o hack to the svstem which put this matter
under a Controller of Soldiers’ Settlement.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LixDs: He had
no power to issue money. He had power
to recomnmend it.

Which

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I understand he
had power to authorise  money, and,
whether he had or not, that system in

my judgment, nould be an lmprovement

When the £625 is exhausted, it is next
to impossible to obtain £575 from the
bank, as it will not recognise the rate

of advances in practice in various places.
We have had instances brought before this
fouse repeatedly where an applicant has
gone to the Agricultural Bank to get the
balance of his amount, £575. and, seeing
that the bank is administered by a separate
department which views the application in
a verv different manner, the apphcant has
to go away with only a portion of the
advance. T will give an illustration to prove
thatr  the Agricultural Bank views the
position from a different standpoint from
what the Repatriation Department would
do It has been the practice to make
advances to settlers on growing crops, which
is very necessary. When a man selects land
without any capital at all, it stands to
rezson that those financing ‘him should be
svmpathetic in the manner of advancing
money o him upon his growing crops. This
is a form of security, or a risk, or a_method
of advance which the Agncultural Bank
will not sanction, and it shows clearly thas

Mr. Elphinstone. ]
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the two methods of advan ara conflics-
ing, and thus are & aetrxmem mth@r than
a lrelp to the soldier locking for assi
Then, again. the bank pays very much
below the ruling rate for clearing and other
work. They look upon the clearing in quite
a different light from w hat either the Soldier
‘Settlement or the Repatviation Department
would do.

The SECRETARY
money does the
grant?

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Oh! you E\Am
I mean—the Lands Department. und
Discharged Soldiers’ Settlement Aer,
+he position 1s that the administrators of
that Discharged Soldiers’ Settlement Act view
the matter in an entirvely different light from
the Agricultural Bank. with the result that
when a man has exhausted his original £623
he finds himself thrown upon an unsympa-
thetic department, which very often h

ror PusLic Laxps: What
Repatriation Department

W}mt

effect of the man throwing up his possibili
ties and ambitions in despair. I say, withour

any fear of contradiction. that thers
practically none of these settiers wh
out of the wood vet. and, with the inc

are
are
sed

.cost of building and other materials will
be impossible to finance them with the
money available. I do not want to throw
any cold water on this Government's attempt.
neither have I done zo at any time. From
my place in this House. I have never vet

criticised the Government's attemnt to 23818t
‘the returned soldier. Buf when we - the

position coming to a cri it high time
that we called attention to the master, and
I can see quite clearly thar these seti will
want a great deal more financial a mpa-
thetic assistance than they are receiving at
the present time; and when we seo t Cor-

ing, it is our duty to call the Government’s
attention to it. It has been a practice on
these settlements, with the object o ing
money for these settlers. to buy building
materials 1n bulk, and let the confract for
the erection of ths house i piecework.
"They bought all their mater: in bulk,
and made arrangements with trade
put up these houses by
effecting  considerable

erection of those hous
sary for these men
possible direction on account of the aectio
of the Lands Department in abnnh al
raising the rowalties on & The
soldier seitlers and all those people who ave
looking to erect houses under the Workers’
Dwelhngs Act now pay £150 more for tim-
ber in order to put those houses up. andg,
further, the Lands Department is the depart-
ment that is mainly responsible £ for the extra
cost of the building of those houses.
counteract that extra cost imposed by the
Lands Department, which comes under the
same control as the discharged soldiers’
settlements. these men have fo look round for
opportunities of saving money, and by u,ttmg
out the erection of the house on ¥
they affect conﬂdeiabne economy. The D1r9<‘-
tor of Labour has issued a notice to super-
ors that all piecework must be discon-
sinaed and only day labour empzoved That
is the way this Government iz a2«
veturned soldier to overcome his
Simply because it is likely to cauwes tr
to give perhaps a little more earnest atten-
tion and time fo his work by ope 3
piecework, and therefore establish ind Apen-
dence of thought and feeling, which the

[M 7. Elphinstone.

Labour
And

day-
15 to be permitted, with

SO ;,Pn

svst
h~ 51*7? that returned soldiers, who
o>tennmy have the sympathy and :uppo‘"t of

hon, membt opposita, have o face the
iner 1 e F erection.  Not only have
the increased costs by about
£130 on acoount of their greed in the matter

timber but they now ve cub

vstern and oomp«elzed these
o engage day tabour with
additional cost.

It would be interesting to know
tions of land thers are in Quee
for settlement—what portions have been
veyed and ave open for settlement at the
present momenr, 1 would like the Minister
for Lands tp give us that information. I
am more concerneid, I said the other night,
in seeing thar we have land avatlablie. and

out the
strugg
ity attendant

arrangements made for the settien‘e“\t of
our retwrned men, rather than that “
1)9()1)] Ir fr QM overseas whnio

Queensiand for a home and may ¢
hundreds. possibly thousands, should sh:
fate to which the leader of the Op
has called attention.

Mr. GLEDSON: I
words on this matter
of the hon. member
bers thought tha
to the

fow
e unfairness
Tost mem-
a Pramier
ader of the (}upoution would have
n ~uﬂ1ﬂez" o show to the Upposition that

anpt t bave o
to show
for Oxley
the reply of ¢

had nothing to do w wh
sre and Ieaving them penni-
But the hon. member for
atement that t e (,Vo'velm

anm

ment. thro Agent-Gene ; Fce,
are rospor ringing th z'ten out
here. and he qur the *‘ Financier ™ of

Ng DU, Eo wever, a

January 5th, leay
gent-General deals

in which the

portion
. ;

31
Canada.
sHowed to

Sow L

Althongh g(MPmL scheme for
rmmm‘* of such men had been

i. under the Soldiers’ Settle-
£ passed in 1915, power was
to the Governor in Council, by
iation, to reake the provisions

ble to the ex-servie
and her allies.
the cireumsbancss, sar
if arrangements favourable to
» Government were offered, there would
ne dl‘hcul in view of the large area
OWn M»d available, in providing
i 1 desirous of throwing
of Queens-

roe

Those arve the statements made by the Agent-
(eneral—that if arrangements were made by
the Imperial Government, there would be no
difficulty in gotting land. That portion was
left out .)v the hon. member for Oxley,
nithodgi‘ he quoted the portion above and
the portion below.

inutes before 2 o’clock p.om,
{IHATRMAN resumed the chair
The hon. member
for Oxley wanted to make out that he did
not wish to harass the Governmeat, or do
anything to prevens soldiers or people from

five

Mr. PAYNE (Mitchell) :



ling on our land., I has
to the debate 2! night,
of the Oppo‘\rmv h
fish.””  The wmembvy
the acreage fitted
the Burnett dx trict.
ot 10 have quoted f at
He must know that the Burnett distriet
been considered with vespect to ratlways
Governments dur;n,. the last twenty
I would like to ask the hon. member
v he thir the present Under Secre-
for Lands has any knowledge of the
and bad land in Queensland. Admit-
for the sake of argument, that he is not
a practical man himself. his experts have
sen over this arvea vear after vear, and this
what Mr. Graham said in sworn evidence
on the 3rd October. 1919, bhefore the Public
¥ orks Commission—
“1 have known the Callide country
intimately from boyhood. I was born
in that district. The North Burnett I

the nid count

o

g

have inspected, and 1 say unhesitatingly’

that there is no place in the State—I go
so far as to sayv there iz no area in the
Commonwealth—so suitable for close
settlement as are these two areas that
are now proposed to be tapped by these
railways. 1 have said a good deal at
dlﬁelent times on this question. Three

times I gave evidence before a Select
Committee of the Upper House. and I
would like to tender my opinions in
those cases to the Commission. One was
in December, 1915: another in Dctober.
1916; and the last in November., 1917,
The evidence I then gave as
follows (21st December. 1915} :—

The Many Peaks-New Cannindah
extension of 27 miles 53 chains is the
first step in the way of opening up the
famous Northern Burnett, than which
there is no better land for close settle-
ment in the State. Hundreds of thou-
sands of acres« can be made available
v further extensions to this line. but
the present proposal. besides openin
up copper deposits at Cannindah, will
bring within reasonable distance of a
railway for sertlement purncses 206.432
acres of land immediately available
for selection. besides 58,240 acres held
under lease. and 128,900 acres held
under grazing selection. which could
be resumed. and 14,157 acres of timber

lands within proclaimed State
reserves.”’
page 26, Mr. Graham said this—

that
those railways are absolutely necessary in
the interests of close settlement, and it

tion

“I say without anyv hes:

does not matter what they cost. It is
generally stated that in the North Bur-
nett there are 4,000,000 acres of land.
Say there are 2,000,000 acres of first-class
agricultural land. That land at the pre-
sent time has a nominal value of 10s.
per acre. One railway will not open it
up: we will have tc have branch rail-
ways as feeders from the main line
itself. It will be wasting good land not

to do it. If you go 10 miles from the
railway vou have to give big areas,
whereas with railway communication

handy the land can be cut up into small
areas. 1f you put a railway in there,
that land will be worth from £3 to £4
an acre. That will mean a value of

£6.000.000 at £3 an acee, £8,000,000

thought that anw member of i
would have made sure of his fxc
he doubted that the area mentioned
Premier existed. I have travMb*’
¢ areas, and, although I do not claim
T am an Australian native

s be an expert, : e
of the second generation, and
3 p.m.} have done a great deal of farm-

ing: and when the houn. membes
for Oxiev says that Queensland has no land-
available for settling soldiers or people from
abroad upon. 1 know he is saying somethin
that is absolutely incorrect. I admit that a,
goou deal of money will have to be spent
on the Northern portion of this Q+aue to
open up the most valuable areas of land
I have seen in any part of Australia. One
can go from Molloy through scrub right
mund the coast to Cooktown: men who have
been iiving there for vears have given sworn
evidence that that belt of scrub runs right
round to Cooktown: What is the good
of trying to misrepresent?
Mr. ErpuHINsTONE: That is
did not want to do
Mr. PAYNE:
for Oxley badly
of Queensland to-night.

just wnat we

1 am afraid the hon. me:
misvepresented the 1
T will admit th

vatlway cnmmumcduou will have & be
vided, and tha: it will cost a goed d
moneyv., The hon, member for Ox]«:y pointed

more

uildings
0me

out that the !
to-day they were
My, ELPHINSIONE:
referved to.
Mr. PAYXNE: I am afraid th
Iz that the fault of this Gove
BLPHINATONE: Yes, it iz You are

were costing
time ago.

raising the roralry.

Mr. PAYNE: America shut down on
sending anything out of rtheir ecountry.
Galvenised iron in England to-day iz £103

per t 1 could quite understand the hon.
men*ber for Oxley or anv other man com-
}nammg about these things costing so much

{ they could prove that 1t could be done for
less—that the material used for building
these places could be procured st a lesser
rate. H know that the price of
material is rising every day, and it i
ossible to make these bui

Will anyone say the Gm\rnment we
wrong by demanding day labom/
ould look through the pages of °

he would find that the late Mn
Railways. Paget. proved b
doubt that railways of

much c¢heap
than by con

were built
by day labour

-

T was under

Mr. PAYNE:

it was under a Liberal or a Labour

1t does not matt

ment. Anyone with an ounce of commen
sense knows that. .properly supervised, daw
iabour is better than any other sy for
the building of i the
clearing of land nes

know whether
trying te

T have my do
whether they‘ ¢

these men arve in earnest in
this State s i
I do not know
in earnest about the success
when he iz in E
woney to do the develo

Mr. Payne.]
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ted he s
sts shouts that toa.

3 i Any-
r 1o the arguments of the Oppo-
g ]

ro-night could see they are raising
stacle they can be prevent the
hen he @ es in England, being

we expect ‘him to be, Neverthe.
1k he iz going to succeed, and that
he is going to get sufficient money to develop
Ly wcov)ddlv industries, 1 know very
] the members of the Opposition do not

want 1o see the steel works a
Gueenstand,  (Opposition ~dissent.) 3
not want those werks to succeed because

thev are the supporters of a clasz of people
s country who do not believe in State

prise.

in th
yyter

My, Vowres: I den't.

Mr. PAYNE: It is honest to make that
statement,  Not belleving in State enter-
arises, it is only narural to expect that the
hon. member an place every obstacle he
can in the way of State enterprises. Thag
is what hon. mer nber’s oppozsite have been
doing to-night.  They have been howling
about the treatment meted out to returned
soldiers in Queensland and about the cost
of evecting their buildings. If they only
spent a little time looking up facts, and were
fair-minded, they would find that the
remme(x soldiers who arve sertled in Queens-
nd are getting a better deal than they are
in any other State in the Commonwealth.
1 cha]iengo the leader of the Opposition or

any of his supporters to prove otherwise.
am sick and tired of hearing these men, with
their tongues in their cheeks, \a\mg they
would like to sce this country build the iron
and steel works, that they would like to see
the secondary industries established. and that
they would like to see this the queen State of
the Commonwealth, As a matter fact, all
their arguments during the debate on the
Financial Statement and the FEstimates have
led me 1o bellexe that a: far as Queensland
is conevined they do not care ’m\‘thmg and
they would do an\thmg to block the only
Labour Government in the world from carry-
ing owt their policy and making this a better
State than any other in the Commonwealth.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICLANDS:

If the remarks of the hon. member for Oxley
were

allowed to go out without contradiction,
apie who do mot know the facts of
» might helieve them. He started off
wying he not rise for the purpose
of doing any to the Government, In
endeavouring jure the Government he
v to Queensland. He

(Jxl

was (mmg an injuar
iotlowed mactlca}v on the same lines as
the hon. member for Murrumba the other

evening. I know the hon. member had an
‘m}’){l‘f@(‘t knowledge on the subject about
which he spoke on that accasion, and I hope
he will ke man e*lough to get up and admit
Y & ’ﬂ]\rahp

. Warrex: I will prove it is true,

The SECRET ALRY FOR PUBLICLANDS:
Fhe secretary of r“xe association which has
eontrol of the le b mc« has contradicted
what the hon. member seid.

Mr. WamrnEN: It
the whole business.

The SECRET‘ARY FOR PUBLIC LANDR:
The hon. member for OX]G’* referred to re-

}atwmhon with regard fc sett Lng soldiers
¢n the land. Repairviation has absolutely

{Mr. Payne.

has not the control of

nothing whatever
on the land.

Mr, SIZER:

ta do with settling

That was only a mistake.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC LANDSE :
I drew his attention to it on more than one
occasion when he was speaking. I want 1o
rell the readers of * Hansard 7 that repat
rion has nothing whatever to deo with the
settlement of soldiers on the land; but the
Queensland Government have all to do with
it. The hon. member did not tell us how
he would propose to deal with the people’s
money out of the Government Savings Bank
in the matter of the advances the bar
1nake= Possibly he would like the GO\'F""I‘
ment Savings Rank to carry on in the s
hod fashion as some of the concerns he
has been associated with, which probab.«y
fell to the ground on that account. It
well to be candid about these things.
any hon. member of this House, in order
to injure the Government. tries to destrew
the good work they are doing with regard
to the settlement of soldiers on the land,
they are poor Australians and poor patriots.

! P—:

Ar. WarRREN: You cannot stand criticizm.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC LANDS ¢
The Government does not mind the cri
cism. I have scores of letters at my offir
from soldiers who have tried their luck :
other parts of Australia and have come
here. After having been settled on the land,
they have expressed their gratitude to the
Queensland Government for what has been
done for them.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear,

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC LAXDS:
The hon. member has referred to the fact
that the Land Secttlement Committee were
not doing a fair thing by the soldiers, and
the reason was that since Mr, Rose ceased
to be comptroller there has been no practics!
man on the committee.

Mr. Sizer: Tell us why Mr. Rose left.

hear!

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC LANDR:
Ho resigned. That is all I know about
1 think the man was overworked, realiy.
interjected. while the hon. member for Oxles
was speaking, that the least practical mean
on that committee knew a lot more about
that business than the hon. member for
Oxlev does. We have gentlemen on that
committee who have been associated with
pastoral. grazing, agricultural, dairying,
poultry-keeping, and beel\eepnmflrl fact,
there is no primary industry in Ausiralia
that they have not been associated with; and
still we have the hon. member for Oﬂev,
in order that a little of the mud that he is
throwing about may stick on the Govern-
ment, making those wild statements. 1 say
that it iz a poor specimen of a patriot who
will speak about returned soldiers with his
tongue in his cheek, and pretend that he
is their friend.

With regard to day labour. it has been
proved bevond a doubt that the best work
in building, the construction of railways,
ov anything else. is done by day labour. Tn
nroof of this, I would refer to the big
cyelone in the North. when everything was
own down practically except Government
buildings constructed by day labour. This
can be ascertained by anyone who makes
The hon. member tried to make




Supply.

she people believe that. owing to the fact
¢hat the Queensland Government iz charg-
ing a higher rovalty for their timber, the
soldiers are paving so much more for thelr
homes now. As a matter of fact, there is no
such thing as a royalty on timber in Queens-
lind at the present time. The Forestry
Department are sellers of timber, and we are
selling it lower than private enterprises are.
Another thing: For fencing or rough build-
frg purposes, or anvthing else, there is not a
dier on our land. with the exception of
places like Mount Hutton and Cecil Plains,
where there is not sufficient timber growing
with which. if a man desires to work it, he
<an build his own cottage. Further than
that, the Land Settlement Commitiee are
now about to consider the question of getting
iravelling mills. so that where timber is
‘ntiful these mills may be taken to cut
at the lowest possible price for
settlements. We have hon. members
posite getting up and slandering the Go-
varnment bv false statements. and getting
them into ** Hansard.” It is a pity that
anybody 1is so pefty-minded as to make
tements like that. I resent that as a
@ueenslander. and as one who. with a num-
‘v of others, have done all we possibly can
the settlement of soldiers ou our lands;
and I believe that, when the final chapter is
written with rerfnd to soldier settlement, it

vill be found that Queensland has done
infinitely more than any other State in
Australia in this matfer.

GOVERNMENT MrEuBERS : Hear, hear!

Question put and passed.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.

The PREMIER: I move—That £272.4G0
be granted for “ Department of Public
orks”’

Question put and passe

THE TREASTRER.
Tie PREMIER: 1 mme—Tlat £939,532

e granted for “ The Treasurer.”

Mr. BIZER: With regard to the item for
workers” homes, the Government are evi-
dently not very desirous of going far with
t ‘scheme during the forthcoming vear,
they have only voted £25.000 for it. On
v modest estimate of the cosi of build-
in these days, a house would cost not
than £500. which proves that the Govern-
nt do not intend to build more than fifty
workers’ homes during the year.

The PREMIER: There is no use in
appropriating more than we shall require
during the present time of the vear. It does
mean that we are going to confine our-
lves to fifty, or one hundred, or to any
unber. There are a lot of preliminary
angements to be entered into before 4
big scheme of workers’ homes can be carried
out. Land has to be acquired, and inquiries
have to be made as to where homes are
most required, and where there is most con-
westion.  Then regulations have to be
framed. and organisation entered into before
thie buildings can be started. We have only
on what we think we will actually
ire before June. It is obvious that there
be very few houzes f{inished before nex:

T

Jum

[2¢ FeBrUaRy.]

Mr. SWAYNE: I have soms cdrres pona-
ence here with regard to the position of the
Inkerman irrigation scheme. A fot of the
farmers there are very mugch concerned as to
tm, prospects of the scheme and the way
in which the cost is piling up under the daﬂl<
labour system. which was so highly eulogised
on a preceding vote by the Secretary for
Public Lands. The writer of this letter is
Mr. John Mann, who gives me the authority
to use his name. He says that he thinks he
is safe in saying that at least 50 per cent.
of the farmers ave frightened of the scheme
on account of the high cost which is being
piled up by the ddy Jabour system. He
says—

““The resident engineer is doing bis
best. but he is ~adlv handicapped by
reason of the ‘go slow’ policy which i3
rampant on the job. Apart from the
work done by labour-saving machinery,
1 estimate that the work is three times
as costly as it would be under a dif-
ferent régime.”

Mr. BRENNAN: I rize to a point of
order. I think that letter should be lai
on the table of the House.

Mre. SWAVYXNE: I gave the writer's name.
There is only part of “the letter here, because
only part of it refers to this scheme

The Previer: Would it not be better to
see me afterwards and hand the letter fo
me ? (Laughter.)

Mr. SWAYNE: M
the expense of the work
gress. He also says—

“In view of the two serious droughts
which took place while the work was in
progress. could not a systematic attempt
ha\e been made to use the wells sunk to
water as much cane as possible?”

The point raised in this letter is that several
wells werve sunk, and, as it was a dry time,
the farmers wanted the water pumped from
the wells on to their farms, so that they
could save their crops. There was a serious
drought on at the time, and the farmers
were in bad circumstances and wanted the

Mann speaks abous
and its slow pro-

water. The letter goes on—
“Tf a Commission were appointed to
inquire into the cost of the work, it

would be an eye-opener.”

Then, later on, he says—

“While the work was in progress,
could not a systematic attempt have been
made to use the wells sunk to water as
much cane as possible? Is it not a £
that the Government refused permiss
to a settler to install his own plant,
said settler being disgusted wit
delay in completing the scheme?”

Then,

later on, he says—

“Will the Government call for a
from them as to whether they ar
fied with the progress of tbe work ¥

Then, later on, he says—
‘71 think 1 am safe in saving that at

least 50 per cent. of the farmeh here are
frightened of it. How is it that the
farmers here are applving for leave ta
erect their own plants to avoid the heavs
cost of the scheme? You can

wh; the department refused per ’nlbsb n
this vear to So-and-So fo erect his owa
plant.’”

The Pri Whar have vou 1 ab

of that 1

Mr. Swayne.}



SWAVNE: " The znames o
mentioned. I heve glven youw the
the letrer, and the writer's name. He
about the carelessness of those
ed in the work. I think the Treasurer
explain how it was that nothing was
e to save the farmers’ crops durmf: the
time, or why it was that some of the
mers were prevented from using their

own plants,
M. COLLINS (who was received with
Government ‘' Hear, hears! I object to

member for MMirani interfering in
uy electorate. (Hedr hear!) I might point
~ur to the hon. member for Mirani that the
Home Hill farmers are an organised body,
and an intelligent organised body, and they
deal directly with the member for Bowen.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
Mr. COLLINS: There is a very strong

organisation theve: and if it is true, as the
hon, member for Mirani says, that 50 per
cent. of the farmers were dissatisfied with
the progress of the work, would they not
have held a meeting and ha\e commumcated
with me divect? H,ed1. hear!) 1 suppose
it is some disgruntled opponent of the
Labour party who has approached the hon.
member for Mirani, knowing that he is
willing to do this kind of work. He is
always interfering in other people’s electo-
rates.  The farmers are there on the spot,
and they can see all the work as it is going
on. It is a peculiar thing that the hon.
member says they are making slow progress.
Scme of the men there are complaining
that they are being rushed. There is no
‘go-slow ” about the Inkerman irrigation
scheme—no * go-slow” ar all. Evervone
knows that. It is the lack of cement
and other matevials that camea a delay
av present, It is owing to the shipping
strike for which the hon. member for Miran1
is to some extent responsible. (Opposition
laughter.) He is responsible, to some extent,
for the shipping strike, because he supports
the party in power who refused to settle the
strike. Everyone knows that if the Labour
party had been in power there would have
been no strike. Owing to the shipping strike.
we are unable to get cement and other
materials to push the work ahead, as the
Treasurer would desire. If there is any-
thing that will stand out in the future as a
monument to the Treasurer of Queensland,
it will be the big things he is endeavouring
to bring about. A big irrigation scheme,
such_as the irrigation scheme at Inkerman,
the biggest of its kind in Queensland, and
one of the largest schemes of the kind in
the Australian Commonwealth, will stand out
as a monument to the Treasurer, t the
same as the iron and steel works will
stend out as a monument to the Queensland
Government for having done big things.

whe hon.

:Hear, hear!) The hon. member for Mirani
should attempt to deal with big things
instead of continually dealing with small
things and listening to small whisperings

from time to time.

Mr. Sway¥Ne: The farmers will lose their
Crops.

Mr. COLLINS: I know the hon. member
received letters from sugar-growers dealing
with the irrigation scheme at Inkerman. The
scheme is one of the best we have in Queens-
Tand. and. lustead of rrying to throw eoid
water on it the hon. m@mbpr for Mirani, if
he is the practical farmer he talks about
being, ought to be pleased at the progress

[3 7. Swayne.

1 s

ner taiks it the
irrigation scheme at e Pioneer, in his
electorate, ond that ought to make him
pleased with the progress of the Ink an
scheme.

made. The

hon, m

D

TDEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC LANDS.
The PREMIER moved—That £35
granted for ** Department of Public Lands
—for wire-netéing and forestry.

be

e
Question put and passed.

DEPARTMENT OF 4GRICULTTURE AND STOCKE.
The PREMIER moved—That £45,000 be

granted for *‘ Establishment of Abattoirs.”

Mr. GUNN: I would like a little infor-
mation about these State abattoirs. There
was no appropriation ldst year, but I under-
stood some years ago there was 2 fence
erected at Wolston which cost £245 a mile.
I want to Hraw attention to an article iz

the *“Daily Standard” of T7th February,
15818. The article has the following
heading : —

“ Prre Foop roR TEE ProrLe.
‘“ HUGE STATE SCHEME IN PREPARATION.
iz abattoirs and one hundred meat shops.
“ Complete Elimination of the Profiteer.”

There is one paragraph here which is very
interesting, and which I would like to read
to the House—

“ The launching of this scheme will
mean that the Government will be able
to supply btate meat promptly to at least
75 per cent. of its people. The necessary
arrangements are now being made to
supply that number of people on the
basis of 150 Ib. of beef and 30 lb. of
mutton per head per year. In the
meantime, and until the necessary pro-
vision can be made to supply the remain-
ing 25 per cent. direct from the Stafre
establishment, the selling price of mesnb
will be so regulated that these people
will receive a much better deal than
they are getting to-day.”

Then there is a map here showing all the
abattoirs that we are going to have in
Queensland. This map looks aomethwg like
a_ spider’s web in fly time. with a ot of
flies plotted in. gLaughter) It says at the
foot of the map—
"““The encircled towns in the above
map are the proposed sites for abattoirs
under the Labour Government’s big
scheme. In the case of Richmond and
Hughenden. also Longreach and
Emerald, they are alternative sites”

I see there is to be an abatioir at Brisbamne,
one at Warwick, one at Charleville, ocne at
Longreach, one at Emerald, one at Winton,
one at Cloncurry. and one at
1 Richmond, and there are others
along the coast. If the £45,000
is going to establish all these abattoxrs then
it is going a lomg way. I hope that the
money of the people of Queensland will not
be wasted on these abattoirs. I think there
are better uses to which the money can be
put rhan in spending it on abatioirs. If
the Government want abattoirs, the best
thing for them to do is 1o buy one <i the
mezatworks Jdown the river.

[9.30 p.m.]



Wal.
\shen & vote
fore the Committee the
can de i3 to give us
us 10 the intentions of the Go-
egarding the establishment of
We are not told in what place
¢ are tc be leocated, or who are
: served by the abattoirs. Are
to be used for kxl!xng State cattle only,
: Jlev to take the place of the various
5?7 We are entitled to that informa-
: do not know “I*ethsr the vote refers
only o abaxtou in the metropolitan area,
and we should be given some information on
that point. My own idea is that if this
£45.00C is to’ be spent in connection with
for the metropolitan area, those
and the yards where cattle are
of should be erected in as close
as possible so as to avoid the
expense of retrucking.

H H. BARNES: The hon. member
;(1 and:or has asked a fair gquestion. We

ssked to pass a vote of £45000. Is
hore any business in it? My reason for
ssking that question is that we are now in

the month of February, and that these Esti-
rnates will run out on the 30th June. Has
2ny «f that money been spent?

The PrevirR: None of it has been spent
t.

N

Hox. W. H. BARNES: XNone of the
mey has been spent, and the hon. gentle-
nan i shortly going to the old country. Is
there any chance of any of it being spent?

The Previer: It will be spent whether I
am here or not. {Hear, hear?)
Hox. W. H. BARNES: We all know that

{ there is anything the Crovemmenr, are good
at, 1t iz pendmcr money; but what we
want tc¢ know now s V\}“ar is the policy
of the Government in connection with these
abatteirs. Last night I drew the attention
«i the Committee to the fact that it has
stated by a Minister in ancther place
the policy of the Government should
he that onlv those places which are loyal to
the Government should receive certain
things. I want to know, if this money is fo
be spent, will it be necessary for the people
to give an assurance of their lovalty to the
Govermment before any poxtlon of the money
spent in their locality?

Mr. VOWLES: I think the Premier
suld  give =ome answer fto the ques-
which have been asked by hon
m,.*}*bezz A sum of money was voted
some vears ago for the establishment of
zbattoirs for Brisbane., Afterwards we dis-
covered that some of that money had been

spent on work done by dav labour. and that
t cost £250 per mile for fencing. and
£18 10s. per acre for clearing the land. L

there any business in this? Or is it simply
an election dodge If the hon. gentleman
does 1ot give the information asked for,
we must come to the conclusion that there is
ne ﬂmne« i the vote. -When the depart-

for £45000, theyr must surely
scheme with regard to (.b?troux,
the Premier should give us
tion respecting it.

R: I intend to press the Pre-

an answer to this He
¢ the Committee al to
i = one

10 when
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to spend the money,
Zie proposes to spend it.
. there is no business in-
e is only humbug, let him get
<1Uu tell us that it 1s humbug. and we will
rep dizcussing the matter. But, personally,
I do not feel inclined to allow a vote like
this to go through without getting some in-
formwation respecting it. It may be politics
41101(1 the information asked for, but it

TG OWIT

is not plaving the game. All we want to
know iz v\hme the abattoirs are to be estab-
lished. who is-to be served by those abattoirs,

nd are they to be constructed for the
laughter of State cattle or for the slaughter
i catile belonging to any private person?
We should also like to know whether it is
the intemion of the Government to prevent-
and block the meatworks which are at pre-
ent operating from slaughtering on _their
n premises. I hope the Premier will give-
us that information.

Ar. GUNN: I think the Premier might
give us a little information on_this matter
The financial year ends in June, and
should like to know whether the Govern-
nt are going to spend this £45,000 between:

m

oo

I
now and June? In South Australia they
built abattoirs, and the result was that the

price of mear went up a 3d. a lb. to pay
for those abattoirs. They built abattoirs in
Svdney which run into nearly a million of
maeney, and the people of Sydney are no
better off now than they were when private
enterprise killed the cattle in their own
vards. '

The PrevMIER: What amount do you think
we should put on?

Mr. GUNN: I do not know what amount.
I want to know what vou are going to do
with what you have on, and I want to know
if vou are going to stick to the present site.
It was stated when Mr. Denham secured the-
site at Wolston that it was a bad site, but,
notwithstanding that. the Government have
spent a lot of money in putting up fencing
which is perfectly useless and in clearing
the land. and then afterwards neglecting the
land. and the timber now is just as bad, or
even worse, than when the Government
started to clear it. It was a waste of public
money. and the Committee should know where
this £45.000 is to be spent.

My, FRY: I think the Premier should
supply the Committee with some informatiom
regarding this amount.

3Ir. VowLEs: will divide the House if
vou do not give this information.

The Pgeuier: Is that a threat?

3r. VowLes: No.

My, FRY : I rthink the leader of the Oppe-
sion is quite justified in asking for the infor-
marion, and the Premier is not justified im
refusing it. We should not vote any amount
in ignorance, and if we vote this money
\\nnom que~tlonm«r it, we will be told after-
wards that we should have found out all
about it then. This amount did not appear
on the Estimates last vear, and it is only a
fair thing. as the country has to find the
mones. that the Premier should make a
statenent,

My, VOWLES: I would
without wasting further time,
1 intends to give the

like to Lknow,
if the hen.
informatior:

ER: What do vou want informa-

Mr. Vowles J
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About thiz  £43,000.
- The PRE\HFR The vote is self e watory,
ablishment  of  Abatsoirs
That is just a preliminary amount.
The <cheme will cost a lot more than that.
“There is no intention to change the site.

Mr. VOWLES: You say it iz only a pre-
liminary voie?
The PREMIER :

Mr. VOWLES:

That is

20,

My, VOWLES: So there iz no business in
it
Mr. BEBBINGTON: I would like to ask

if this amount is for abattolrs. (Laughter.)
"Then I want to know if the Government will
freeze for owners or on behalf of owners
This is a very Important question. Hon.
membevs have talked quite a lot about trusts
and combines, and about the meatworks
fixing the price of cattle and that sort of
thing, but we find the Government are the
trusts and combines. I want to know if
ithese abattoirs arve built and the meatwork
fix a low price for cattle and growers Want
o export their cattle. will the Government
freeze cattle on their behalf?

Question put and passed.

DEPARTMENT OF MINES.

The PREMIER: 1 beg to
‘there be granted £66,000 for
-of Mines.”

Mr. GLEDSON: I want to ask the
Minister for Mines whether it iz intended to
go on with the scheme for the maunufacture
of coke in the Southern part of Queenslalﬁd
“We have a sum down “ In aid of Mining,”
and I do not think there could be any greater
aid to mining than to manufacture coke.
We have had a statement from the Minister
for Mines as to the quality of the coal for
coke-making purposes in the Southern part

move—That
* Department

of Queensland. The Semetazv for Mines, as
reported on page 2022 of - Hansard” for
1917, said—

‘1 want to - here, too. that the

people in Ipswich came to our assistance
at a time when we wanted coal and coke,
but from one ton of coal under the old
system of producing coke we get only
63 per cent. of coke. Under the modern
tem we would get 75 per cent. of coke,
s gallons of tar—from which all the
dyes are made—23 Ib. of sulphate of
ammonia, which is very valuable at the
present time and at any time, and all the
power to illuminate the town of Ipswich.
the Ipswich railway workshops. or any
other workshops we had there.”
4

In addition to that. the Clovernment secured
the services of an expert coke maker. My,
Tucksworth, from New South Wales, who
made a very valuable report on the marrer
I would like to ask the Minister if it is
intended to develop our cokemaking plant
not only in the interests of the coal industry.
but also in the interests of those mdu-tme
which are dependent on coke, It iz a s
‘thing to find that our owan Government are
going to New South Wales to buv coke when
we have a number of unemploved men in
Queeniland who could be eny ploved making
bricks and in the nnszd(mrp of Coke and
ofher things. I hope the Minister will take
dhese matters into consider: nd  that
avhen he is ordering the retorrs for the nux-

[8r. Vowles.

&€

Supnly

coke ovens at Bowen
duplicate ovensz &5
of ovens in the Southern

soze of establishing
il also order
bdttE‘l\

By bd €T ot

Mr. STOPFORD: I desire to support ths
hon. member for Ipswich in his wquoaz that
we should have some information as to the
intentions of the Government regarding the
manufacture of coke in Queemland It 1s an
unfortunate thing that Queensland. with «
consumption of 60.000 tons of coke per vear.
should only manufacture something in the
vicinity of 18,000 tons.

Every industrial trouble that takes placs
New South Wales and every trouble such
that which is now taking place threatens-
:toppave of the mining 1ndu~t1v in this
State At the present time the Mount
Morgan Company, who have a consumption
of something in the vicinity of 43,000 tons
of coke a vear, are absolutely dependent
upon New South Wales for supplies. We have

not in the State of Queensland a modern
coking plant. The coke manufactured at
Ips“l(‘ has an effectiveness of 25 per cent.
less than coke manufactured under modern
conditions. and no reasonable business man
would expect the Mount Morgan Company,

whose margin of profit Is so ﬁne to pay the
haulage rates that the Railway Deualtznent
Clnuve even if thev desired to encourage
local industry, on coke that was 25 per cent.

less eﬁectl\e than a commodity they could
pulcha~e in another State. Politicians are
saying that the solution of many of the pro-
blems that are facing Australia iz to
encourage production, but I consider we have
also a duty to protect existing industries—
(Hear. hear!)—and that it is, therefore, our
duty to protect the mining industry in this
State. When we consider that the Mount
Morgan Company pay something in the
vicinity of £452,000 a year In wages, and
other amounts for material and railway
freights and fares, we must realise that this
is a viral matter to the State. At the present
time they are at the mercy of every indus-
trial txouble that takes place, and at the
moment it is only by arrangement with the
Railways Department that we are able o get
large coal contracted for from the Tivoli
mine, and the residue is made into coke.

When you remember that 16,000 persons are

directly and indirectly dependent upon the
operation= of this company. I consider that
there is a case for the serious consideration
of the Government, The State iz also
embarking on an enterprise in the North
that will demand a large supply of coke—
that is. the (,‘hlllafroe smelters—and I
sincerely  trust  to hear the Premier sav
that he will instruet the gentleman in cnalgc
of the iron and steel works to go right
ahead, because I understand that, as business
men. the present Cabinet have not gone
blindly into choosing Bowen as a site. I
take it that they have gone exhaustively
into the question of whether the Bowen coal
will coke or not, because I know that certain
coal in Central Queensland was deemed from
small tests to be suitable for coking. but
when the company launched out and tried
coking a large parcel they failed, after an
expenditure of some £10,000. I consider. not
only from the point of view of the encourage-
ment of our local mining industry. but also
for the safeguarding of Queensiand, that one
of the first steps towar the establ
of the » and steel works ar Bowen

in
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Tusiv elv hat rhe coke ’71')§<Q‘Sery qual tle~
nder if effective for the purposes for
which it intended and relieve the position
that exists to-day and will continue to exist
while we are dependent on other places than
our own Siate.

Mr. TAYLOR: T am rather surprised at
the two hon. members who have \pO].xOXI and
[ hope that the Premier will not give them
‘the information they ask for. (Gmelnment
interruption and laughter.) The idea of the
Premier seems to be that all the information
recessary Is in the Estimates themselves.

Mr. VOWLES: I would like to ask the
Premier whether it is intended to spend any
‘further monev on Warra? (Laughter.)

The PreMIER: I could not answer that
afhand. I shall have to consult the Minister.
(Laughter.)

Question put and pass

RAILWAYS.

The PREMIER: I move—That £2,222,007

¢ granted for * Railwas

Mr. SIZER: I would like to ask the
Premier what is the meaning of an account
sent to the Sandgate council for work doue
Lr che Railway Dep(utmem in (*onsuuctmg a

drain across the railway. The bx 1 was £90,
and one of the items was * Floration of
London igan. £4 19s. 10d.”

The PreEMIER: What was the date of the

account ?

Mr. SIZER: The account was sent in in
January for work done about eight months
ago. The account was sent in long before the
London loan was floated.

The PrReEMIER: If was obviously a loan
ifloated by the Denham Government.

Mr. S8IZER: I would like the Premier to
gme us some information as to whether it is
practice to charge for the flotation in
tat way.

Mr. GLEDSON: I would like to ask the
emier whether he is taking effective steps
enable the Railway Depmtmem to increase
its rolling-stock. This is a matter that very
mnuch concerns the whole of the industries,
and in the coalmining industry. in which I
ﬁm interested, we found that between the two
srrikes it was not possible for the department
4o supply sufficient trucks to enable the mines
load the coal ordered. We had boats in
the river here that called for 1.300 tons, and
i1 that we could load was 300 tons, whereas
at one time they could supply erough to
take 2.000 tons. The whole of the trucks
‘have bLeen spread over quite a number of
mines. and it has been rather a serious
question,

The PREMIER:

iz a considerable

[y

I understand thar there
shortage of rolling-stock,
prineipally owing to the inabilitv to get
waterial.  Locomotives, wagons. coaches. and
rious other rolling-stock are completely
\qdev wequnemﬂnt~ but the matter is being
ly looked inte and no doubt the position
will be gradually improved as meoner iz
syvailable and material comes forward.

Question pur and

[20 Fesruar
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ESTIMATES.

SINTEREST ON PUBLIC DEBT.
The i
17s. 1ld. be gro ntaﬂ for
Debt.”
At 10 o'clock p.m.,
The CHAIRMAN : Under tae provisions
of Standing Order No. 306—that is, being
the last day allotted to Suppls, I shall now
proceed to put forthwith the guestions in
connection with the Supplementary Estimates

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES,

Question—T’nat £016,223
granted for “ Supplewmentary
2, 1918-19 "—put and passed.

usT Fovbe. 1918-18.
12s. 5d. be granted
Funds "—out and

STUPPLEMENTARY TE

Question—That £75,85

from “ Trust and Special
passed.

BTUPPLEMENTARY

Question—That £347,523 19s. 4d. bs grantad
from the *Loan Fund’ '—put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN reo-
ported that the Commitiee had come to
certain resolutions, and the Committes
obtained leave to sit again af a later hour
of the sitting.

SUPPLY.
Restyerion oF COMMITIEE.
SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES. 1020-1921.

The TREASURER moved—Thas £1,450,000
be granted on account of the service "of His
Majesty for the ye: 1920-1921 towards
defraving the expendlnme of the wvarious
departments and services of the State.

Mr. VOWLES: This afternoon a_deputa-
tion representing the unemploved in Brisbane
waited on me, and during the week I have
had frequent communications from country
places telling me that unemplorment is rife
everywhere, “and asking me to approach the
Premier wth a view to gefting something
done to relieve the distress. The men who
waited on me to-day informed me that they
represent some hundreds of men in Brisbane
who cannot ger work, and thev said thab
they have been told thm some scheme to
relieve unemployment is about to be
launched by the Government in connection
with the Home Departmeni. I think hon.
members ought to know at this stage what
the intentions of the Government are. I am
told that the Government intend acting in
conjunction with the local a,ut horities to pro-
vide work in the direction of roadmaking in
the metropohtan area and other necessary
work; but the men f'ou'olmn that there i3
only going to be enough work to heep them
employed “for two daya a week, and that the
amount of money they will receive W'LL be
the same as thev now receive in charity for
their families, The men having come to
me, I consider if myv duty, as leader of the
Opposition. to ask the Premisr 1o take hom.
members and the public into his confidence
in the matter.

The PREMIER:
Iome unenlf)lof'nleﬂx, ‘eu x17
the position is aucmvmatea
bv the marine eng

shipping and ther

Thers i, unfortunately
Queensland, an
ome extent
idmg up
with work

ore.]




towns. The
d not be so
Oppo-
the Government are
deavou inimise the results of the
unemployment as much as possible by grant-
ing relief in the shape of rations to those
re Lmab‘e to g=t work and who are in
! ¢ circumstances, At the same time,
me GO\ernment are <oing evervthing they
ran ro employ as many men as possible on
Government work, and they are also finane-
ing the local authorities with a view to pro-

viding extra work. That has lessened the

zumber of men out of work. The Govern-
bt cm have been conszidering the question of
ving the men who have Teen out of work
fer some time a couple of days’ work a
week in hou of mUorh That should be less
demorslising than giving the men rations
each week without rheu‘ doing any work, as
diev will not then feel that they are
(.Lpende'lr upon charity. The Home Secre-
tary is working out the details of the scheme,
and T think it will lead to some improvement
¢f the situation.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I would like to
ask rhe Premier how far into the financial
vear 1020-21 he expects the sum of £1,450,000
wh;ch he is asking us to vote will carry
him?

The PreMIER: It
weeks’ Supplr.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: In other words,
the House is not to meet until about the
middle of August?

The Premier: This amount will last till
abour the middle of August.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN Te-
ported that the Committee had come to a
further resolution, and the Committee
cbtained leave to sit again on Tuesday next.

will provide about six

RecerrioN oF RESOLUTIONS FrROM COMMITTEE
oF STPPLY. _

‘The PREMIER moved—That resolutions
be now receive

Question put and passed.

The PREMIER: May I suggest that the
resolutions be taken as read? They are very
lengthy.

‘The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the
House that the resolutions be taken as read?

HoxovrssLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

ADOPTION OF RESOLTTIONS.

The PREMIER : I beg io move—That the
resolutions be now agreed to.

The SPEARKER: I propose to adopt the
same procedure in connection with this dis-
cussion of the resolutions as has been adopted
on previous occasions. I call cn hon. mem-
bers to indicate the resolutions they wish to
discuss.

Resolution 1—° Ruilways,
iichment’ —was agreed to.

On  resolution 2 Reilways,
Disision”

Hox.

‘Feneral Estah-

Southern

\\ H. BARNES: I regret to notice

that the Minister for Railwa not in his
place in the House. However. that is not
my fauir. I presume a Minister is acting

far him, This afterncon, certain information,
by way ol a question. was furnished to this
House In connection with the * Douglas Maw.

[Hon. E. Q. Theodore.

Supply:

= remember that a few
; the Treasurer if the
' Douglas Mawson 7’ had been placed under
offer to the Railway Department, and the
answer wirh which he furnished me was that
it _had not been placed under offer to the
Railway Department.

son.”” T
davs ug

'Tlhg PrevIER: Noj; to the Government, I
said.
Hox. W. H. BARXNES: I would like to

El what are we to understand by that
palmg of words? Who are the railways,
if the Government do not run them? Is it

not a very important Goxernment Depalt-
ment? If the hon. gentleman is going to
fence the question in that way, members of
this House should know exactly where they
are.

The PREMIER: Someone might put it under
offer to the messenger, but that would no¥
be putting it under offer to the Government.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: That is particu-
larly thin. The hon. gentleman is trying
1o “fence ”’ an important matter. The posi-
tion is perfectly clear. From information
which has come to hand, it does seem that
the **Douglas Mawson’” was offered to the
Railway Department. Is it at all likely
that an offer of that kind would be made to
a department without the 1esnon51ble Minis-
ter being advised of what was taking place?
Anyone who knows what the conduct of the
d(‘paltll‘ent is, would kunow at once that,
whether it were the Commissioner for Raill
ways or anyone else, if an offer were made,
the Minister would be apprised of it. I want
to ask the Minister 1f an offer of the
“Douglas Mawson’ was made to the Com-
missioner for Railways, the Minister for
Railways, or to any responsible officer
in the department" This 1s a matter in
which the people of Queensland are deeply
concerned, and we certainly are entitled to
receive a reply to-night, What is the posi-
tion? Our opportunity will soon be passed
by. The House soon will be adjourning, and
this matter of important public interest in
the meantime will have to be relegated #o
the wastepaper basket. I press the guestion,
and ask the Minister who appears to be
acting for the Minister for Railways if an
offer was made, and what was the price ab
which this boat more recently offered for
£18,500, was ‘offered  to  the Railway
Department.

The PREMIER: I have «dealt with this
already a couple of times. The hon. member
is very persistent, and apparently will not
accept the statement I made on the last occa-
sion, when I told him the owner had statedi
to the department that he was the owner
in September-—when the hon. mcember says
an offer was made—and he gave no authority
to anyone to offer it to the Queensland
Government or to the Railway Department.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: We have docu-
mentary evidence.

The PREMIER: Mr. Miller was the
owner. He says he authorised no one to
make that offer. What more does the hon.
gentleman want than that? No offer came
to my cognisance, no information about an
offer ‘to the Rail\\‘ay Department, if an offer
was made by some hroker or tout, or some-
one trving to catch business. It may have
been so; I do not know. At any rate, the
Government know nothing about it

Hon. W. H. Barxes: It has been reduced
te a copy of a letter this afternoon.
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author

ised

fer the ewner. The owner says ke
no one o make an offer.
BaRNES: It iz cne way of

Hon. W. H.
€

cing
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Tne PRE\HER Of course, a man with a
Itke that cannot be satisfed with any-
I have said that na offer was made
Government since 1817 up till now,
any offer was made to the Railway
Department. I knew nothing about it. The
man Who owned it in beptemhelwmr he came
inte possession of it about May last—rtold
Mr. Beal {Under Secretary ta the Treasury)
that he had authorised no one to make an
offer to the Government during last vear.
cvond that I cannot go.
Qhe~t10n put and passed.

Question—That resolutions No. 3 to No. 45.

both inclusive, be agreed and
passed.

On resolution 46— Dirortment of Public
Works, Clicf Office’—

Mr. FRY : I wish to ask the Minister for

Public Works what progress has been made
with the high school in South Brisbane?
South Brisbane is a very large city, and,
at the present time, as there 1s no suitable
school  there for the <children. it would
be in the interests of the children if the
school was erected as quickly as possible.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICWORKS:
The estimated cost of the building is
£10.000. We are aakmg for £3,000 this year
on account.  The plans have not vet been
prepared. T will make inquiry with a view
to expediting the work. There is a very
severe tax on the financial resources of the
Gepartment, and very many urgent calls
irom the country as well as the city and
subw’han areas. I realise the 1n1poxtance of
this martter, and will make inquiries with a
view to expedition.

Mr. Fry: Thank vou.

Question put and passed.

Qu(unon That resolutions No. 47 to
NG, ao both inclusive, be agreed to—put and

o

assed.
On 1’etolution 54— Advertising Office 77—

Hox. W. BARNES: Before this resolu-
tion goes thmugh we oughr to get some
indication of the pohcv which is being pur-
sued with respect to advertising. As far as
one can see, the principle which is being
iollowed 1i:, that advertisements are being
given to rthose daily papers which support
the (10\ ernment politically. There is no end
of advertising matter appearing in one par-
ticular paper. What principle is followed
in connection with advertizements?

The Home SECRETARY: The same as vour
zovernment followed with regard to * The
Pecple.”

Hox, W. H. BARNES: Anv advertising
by the Government I was connected with
was done on the lines of what was fair and
just to all the papers; but. apparently, the
principle now adopted is to see that only
with

cne paper gets any help in connection
advernsmg by the Starte.

Mr. GUVV I have noticed rthat the
“ Daily Standard” has a wonderful adver
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ded ** Queensland wants willions
I think the * Standard”
very good paper, but there arve other
papers besides the ** Standard ” which want
lo be advertised in—the ‘* Telegraph.,” the
* Courier.” and the * Daily Mail.” I find
from a return tabled with regard to the
Tourists” Intelligence Bureau for the last
firancial vear, thar the cost of advertising in

the ““ Daily Standard ” alone was £600,
© Bteele Rudd's Almanac,” £200: * The
Patriot,” £100; % Sapsford’s Almanac,”
£38: ** Tweed and Brunswick and Richmond
River Guide,” £8; and ‘ University Maga-
zine.” £6. Those ob:cure papers, and the
* Daily Standard © receive ad\mt]\ements

Courier ”” and other leading papers
which I do not think is fair.

but the
are left out,

Hox. J. MULLAN : I can assure the hon.
gentleman that the advertising sub-depart-
ment is being run on strictly business lines,
with great advantage to the State, by thie
Government. Before this Government came
into power there was no continuity of poliey.
There iz now an advertising manager. In
three vears the sum of £16,000 has been
saved by the present Governmerit, as against
the three years the business was conducted
in such a confused way by the former
Administration. Hon. gentlemen opposite
should be the last to talk about subsidising
papers, conzidering the manner in which they
did the advertising when they were in office.
Some of their papers openly oppose the busi-
ness propositions of the Government. The
other day, when the Government sought to
raise debentures, one of the papers which
had the advertisement in one page was con-
demning the Government for raising deben-
tures in another page. Would a business
man who advertises his wares in a paper
tolerate that paper commenting in such a
way as to destroy his business? Every
penny of this appropriation is well expended
in the interests of the country.

Mr. FRY : A responsible Minister of the
Crown should not make statemenis that,
because a paper is opposed to the policy of
the Government, advertisements should not
be given to it.

Hon. J. MrvLLax:
of the kind.

Mr. FRY: In effect, the hon. gentleman
did. If vou advertise in a paper which is
opposed to the Government, to a certain
extent vou break down the power of that
opposition. We have to bear in mind that
the whole of the people in the State are

T did not say enything

not supporters of the Government policy;
they are almost equally divided on the
question of policy.

Mr, POLLOCK: With regard to the

practice of the Government respecting adver-
tisements. I should like to know if the hon.
member for Kurilpa had an advertisement

in the ‘“ Courier” stating that he was a
good optometrist, and the “Courier,”” on
another page, had an article

[10.30 p.1.jstating that he was not much use

at the business, would he con-
tinue his advertisement in that paper?
(Laughter.) If the hon. member for Bulimba
had an advertisement in the paper stating
that he was a boss produce agent, and the
“(‘ourier.” on another page, had an article
stating rthat he knew nothing abont ir,
wou d he contmue his advertisement in the
Courier” f the hon. member for Dalby
Ivertised that he was a solicitor of some

Mr. Pollock.}




3278

Supply. [ASS

prominence, and the ¢ Courier,” commented

on that advertisement, and said he was a
“bum” solicitor, wwould he continue his
advertisement in the “Courier”? (Laugh-
ter.) If the hon. member for East
Toowoomba had an advertisement in the
paper holding himself out as an expert
plumber, and the ** Courier” on another
page stated that he was nol much of a
plumber, would he continue his advertise-
ment in the *‘Courier”? Tf the hon. mem-
ber for Drayton had an advertisement in
the paper saying that he knew all about
butter—(laughter)—or that he was a good
water diviner, and, on another page, the
“ Courier” said he knew nothing about
butter, or that he was no good at water
divining, would he continue his advertise-
ment in the paper? Or suppose the hon. mem-
ber for Oxlev published an advertisement
affirming that he knew all about makmcr
cement«(laughtel)—and the “ Courier’

pointed out on the next page that he had
been a failure at that and everything else
he had undertaken. I wonder how long
that ad\'ert{sement would be kept in the
“Courier”? Well, these illustrations indi-
cate the policy the Government have adopted
with regard to advertising. and it is one
that can easily be defended.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I want to ask the
Assistant  Minister for Justice if I was
correct in understanding that the Govern-

ment were going to withdraw the advertise-
ment 1e<pect1ng Government debentures from
the ¢ Couuel on account of the comments
they made concerning the Government.

Hon. J. MurLax: No.
100 broadminded for that.

Resolution agreed to.

On Resolution 55—
of Industrial
Justice) ' —

Mr., SWAVYNE: When discussing the
question of Arbitration Courts in Committee
I pointed out the loss and distress caused by
illegal strikes, and expressed the opinion
that with the existence of an Arbitration
Court there should not be such occurrences
in Queensiand. I used these words. (The
hon. member was proceeding to read from
his speech.)

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:

rise to a point of order. Is the hon,
member in order in quoting from a speech
delivered this session?

The SPEAKWER: The hon. member was
quotine from a previous debate of this
session, and he is not in order in doing that.

Mr. SWAYNE: I suggested on that
ocgasion that there is no reason why such
occurrences should take place, and that steps
should be taken to prevent such occurrences.
Afterwards the hon. member for Bowen con-
tinued the discussion, and put into mv
mouth words which I did not use. The hon.
member misquoted me. and I think he should
now withdraw his remarks

Resolution agreed to.

Resolutions 56 and 57 agreed to.

The Government is

5 Contingencies—Court
Arbitration (Department of

On Resolution 58— Saluries and Contin-
gancies—Electoral Registration’—

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I should like
ask the Assistant Minister for Justice if anv
definite decision has been come to by the
department with regard to using the services

(M. Pollock.

a
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of the police for collecting the mnames of
persons entitled to be enrolled, and removing
from the rolls those who are disqualified.

Hox. J. MULLAXN: The hon. gentlemaxn
can rest assured that the Government will
do everyvthing necessary to see that every
eligible person is entitled to vote af the nexs
election. .

Resolution agreed to.

Resolutions 65 to 73 agreed to.

On Resolution 74— Salarics and Contin-
gencies—Departinent of Mines, Chief
Office”—

" Mr. GUNN: I do not know if I should
have any occasion to raise any debate on

this matter if it had not been thdt the Public
Service Act Amendment Bill is likely to be
among “the slaughtered innocents. At any
rate, as that Bill is not likely to be pro-
ceeded with this session, I shall have no
opportunity of moving any amendment in it.
A yvoung fellow who was born in my electo-
rare was educated at the School of Mines at
(harters Towers, and then came down to
the Head Office in Brisbane, where he was

emploved. Ten vears ago he took the place
of Mr. T. J. Dillon, w lio received £300 per
annum. Mr. Albert got the same salary, and

now he is getting £364 or £365, while Mr
(heshire. the officer to whom I now refer, is
getting only £270 a year. Mr. Cheshire
enutted and went to the front two or three
vears ago. He fought all through the war
and rose to be captain; he won the military
medal and has come back and finds he has
got no advancement, while his fellow officers,
who were on his mark when he left, have
been advanced.

The HOME SECRETARY :
at all.

Mr. GUNN: He interviewed Mr. Hamilton
before he went to the war, and since then
he has interviewed the Minister for Mines.
and 1 have also done so on his behalf. I
am not prepared to go into the merits or
demerits of the case, but I wish the depart-
ment would hold an inquiry so that he could
bring evidence to support his case and secure
him justice, because if something is not done
he will be hounded out of the department.
and he will have a grievance for all’ time
against the Government. He is a fine young
fellow and I do not know what his pohtlcal
views are. 1 know he was inclined to Labour
when I knew him first. but he thinks he has
a very serious grievance against the Govern-

He has no grievance

ment. and I take this opportunity of asking
the Premier to see that he gets a proper
nquirs.

Question put and passed.

Resolutions 75 to 120. both inclusive, agresd
to.

WAYS AND MEANS.
ResvapTioN OF COMMITTEE.
(3 r, Smith, Mackay, in the chuir))

The PREMIER: I beg to move—

“{a) That towards making good the
Supply granted to His \Ia}eah for the
service of the vear 1919.1920, a further
sum not exceeding £2.597.469 be granted
cut of the Consolidated Revenue Fund
of Queensland. exclusive of the moneys
standing to the credit of the Loan Fund

Acconnt.
“(h That lmwmh making goed the
Su; )}", granted to His Maj ‘j' for the
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ice of the vear
not exceeding
ted from the

1919-1920. a further
£485.686 19s. 4d. be
Trust and Special

i That towards making good the
Supply granted to His Majesty for the
smnce of the vear 1919-1920. a further
sumi not exceeding £2.079.999 be granved
from the moneys standing to the credit
of the Loan Fund Account. .

“{d) 'That towards making good the
Qupply granted to His Majesty for rhe
service of the vear 1918- 1919. a supple-
mentars sum not exceeding £605.112
17s. 7d. be granted out of the Consoli-
< ted Revenue Fund of Queensland,
exciusive of the moneys standing to the
credit of the Loan Fund Account.

‘() That towards making good the
Supply granted to His ‘\InJem for the

service of the year 1918-1919, a supple-
mentary sum not exceeding £75.859
i2s. 5d. be granted from the Trust and

Special Funds

()} That towards making good the
\unplv granted to His \Ia]@xt\’ for the
service of the vear 1818-1919, a supple-
mentary sum not exceeding £547.523
1%, 4d. be granted from the moneys
standing to the credit of the Loan Fund

Account.
“{g) That towards making good the
Supply  granted to His Majesty on

account, for the service of the year 1920-
1921, & sum not exceeding £750,000 be
granted out of the Consolidated Revenue
Fund of Queensland, exclusive of the
moneys standing to the credit of the
Loan Fund Account.

“{#) That towards making cood the
Supply granred to His Majesty on
count, for the service of the vear 1920-

1821, a sum not exceeding #£300.000 be
eranted from the Trust and Special
Funds.

“1y That towards making ‘good the
Supply granted to His Majesty on
account, for the service of the vear 1920-
3921, a sum not exceeding £400.000 be
granted from the moneys standing to the

+ gredit of the Loan Fund Account.”

Hox. W, H. BARNES: I would like to
ask. the Premier what amount of money he
expects will be spent on account of loan for
the vear ending 1920. The hon. gentleman
some little while ago intimated that probably
the amount would be about £4,006,000.

The Premier: That is so.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I would point out
that that probably is the largest amount that
the State has ever been responsible for in the
ane year.

The PREMIER:
£3.600,00¢

Hox. W. H. B&R\ES That was so on
one_occasion, but the present vote is going
to be greater than any previous vore. and
it is omiy fair to ask the Premier what is
the present position of the loan fund.

The PrEMIER: Preity good.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: That may be satis-
factery from the Premier’s point of view
but I guestion whether it is satisfactory from
the Commitiee’s point of

The L’RE’\UER: We have just foated a loan
of £2,060,000.

The
in Denham’s

Government
time.

spent
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$ and

~ Hox. W. H. BARNES: We know the
State of the loan fund was not too geva
when the loan was obtained from the oid

country. and sceing that the hon. gentlema:
vecently haz turned down applications fu:
wmoney and said that the finances were

strained. I want to ask what is the position:
of the loan fund rto-day. The Premier is
bound for the old country, and the country,
at any rate, iz interested to know whether
the state of the loan fund will permit him
to have ample time to deal with loan matters
when he gets to the old country, and we
want fto know what amounr of money he
expects to raise when he gets to the old
country. After all the repudiatory legisla-
tion. I doubt very much whether he will be
successful. No doubt he has made up his
mind. and if he has not made up his mind,
he will be advised by his financial experts
on the other side as to the amount of money
he proposes to raize. and the hon. gentleman
ought to furnish the Committee with infor-
mation along those lines. Further, I would
like to ask the hon. gentleman whether he
intends to take any steps in regard to
maturing loans. I need scarcely remind the
homn. gemleman that we have maturing loans.
He was very much exercised when on this
side of the House as to maturing loans, and
I venture to say that he is very much more
exercised now. I want to know what pros-
pects there are of renewing loans falling due
in the near future.

The PREMIER : The funds standing to the
credit of the Loan Account at the end of
January were about £1,870,000. which will
be sufficient to carry us on for some time.

_ Hon. W. H. Barxes: There is still about
five months to go.

The PREMIER: But the hon. member
must remember that certain payments are
received, and, with those, it will be seen that
the amount will be sufficient for some time.
It is my intention, of course, to arrange
for further loans. We cannot continue an
active public works policy and finance the
iron and steel works without making ample
ﬁnanual provision. We do not want to run

‘too close to the wind,” and then be faced
with the possibility of having to shorten
sail to a considerable extent. As the hon.
member has surmised, the question of deal-
ing with loans falling due in 1922 and 1924
will also receive conmsideration on the other
side. T hope that by making early provisiorn
we shall be able to make the best bargain
possible.

Mr. ROBERTS: I was in Toowoomb;&
vesterday, and there seemed to be a general
statement that the Railway Department wae
shortening hands. I am told that there is a
reduction of between £9,000 and £12,000.
1 referred earlier in the afternoon to the
fact that 160 men are registered at the
Labour Bureau for employment, and I would
like to know from the Premier whether the
statements that are being made are correct?
The position is serious. We know that any
number of men are out of work in Brisbane,
and that the department even sent men to
work at Toowoomba.

The PREMIER : There is no justification
for the assumption that the Railway Depart-
ment 1S bhortenmg hands or closing down on
construction or de\elopment work for the
purpose of restricting expenditure. If there
is any closing down in Toowoomba, I think
it must be as a result of an mablhty to get

Hon., E. &. Theodore.]
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naterial. I do not know »of anyv other reason
for shortening hands at the present time.

Mr. SWAYNE: I should like 1o get a
little information about the building of rail-
wavs in the near future. There are some
very necessary lines, the cost of which will
not be very great. I have in my mind one
that passed both Houses a few days ago—
that to Owen’s Creek. There is a bodyr of
farmers there who have produced up to
21,000 tons of cane, and who, it is estimated.
could produce in that district up to 30,000
tons, but owing to the removal of a tram-
line, the production fell to 7,500 tons, and
there is a possibility that some will be duven
off the land. They would be able to do good
work for themselves, the country, and the
Railway Department, if the line were built
at a cost of only about £42,000. Ministers,
including Mr. Adamson and Mr. Coyne,
went into the matter and promised favour-
able consideration, and, apparently, the
evidence produced satisfied the Select Com-
mittee of the Council. 1 should like to know
whether there is any possibility of, at any
rate. 2 or 3 miles bemng built by the end
of August, for use this crushing season.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I should like to
ask the Premier whether the amount he
has meniioned as to the credit of the Loan
Account in January includes anyv money
received from the Commonwealth for
advancing to local authorities.

The PREMIER : The amount I mentioned
did not include any such money from the
Commonwealth. No money ha; vet been
received. 1 am afraid I cannot give the hon.
member for Mirani any definite assurance
that the Owen’s Creek line will be commenced
in the immediate future. There are 3¢
many demands for railway construction, and
material is so very costly, that I see no
possibility of the starting ‘of any new lines,
with the exception of Mount Oxide line.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re-
ported the resolutions. and the Committee
obtained leave to sit again on Tuesday

RECEPTION OF REROLUTIONS.

On the motion of the PREMIER. the
resolufions were received, and agreed to.
APPROPRIATION BILL. No. &
First READING.
A Bill founded on the resolutions reported
from Committee of Ways end Means was

introduced and passed through all ifs stages
without debate. :
[11 p.m.]

PROFITEERING PREVENTION BILL
CoNSIDERATION IN CoMMITIEE OF COUNCIL'S
AMENDMENTS.

(Mr. Smith, Mackay, in the chasr.

Clause 2—° dpplication of det’—

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
I move—That the Legislative Council’s
amendments in this clause be disagreed to.
They would impair the efficiency of the Bill.

My. VOWLES: I notice that in the Coundil’s
amendments in subclause (i) they -have
endeavoured to prevent what appears to me
to savour of lepudlatlon with respect to the

rights conferred on existing corporations by
Act of Parliament. It may be all right %

[Hon. £.G. Theodors.

b to
should b
~homt for

Question put and
Clawse 3—% Interpretation " —

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC V{O"?LK*:
I move—That the amendments of the Legis-
lative Council in the clause be disagreed to.
The proposed mocixﬁcatlop of the definiti
of * Association” would seriously mterzms
with the usefulness of the Biil. and if it
were accepted, we might just as well throw
the Bill in the waste-paper basket.

Mr. ROBERTS:: I notice thar the Ceuz:-
cil’'s amendment includes the words *‘nor
a friendly society.” Do I understand ma,
there is a po~axbllltv of the Bill bemrr used
to interfere with the work of frzendl_v
societies? I certainly protest against any

interference with the work of friendly
societies by the Bill.
The SEcRETARY rOR PusLic WORKS: By the

original definition, that iz not proposed ab
all.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re-
ported that the Committee had disagreed to
the Legislative Council's amendment in the
Biil

Meszace To CoUNCIL.

The Bill was orvdered o 1
Council with the following
Ay, President, -

- Th:l LPg E

having had
of tha
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aendrr
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ths B
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o

arendne

DIOURNMENT
The PRE \hER Tt to move—That this
House <o now adjourr. The business on
Tuesday next will be the consideration of

the Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, the
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
the Council’s amendments to the Brisbane
Tramways Purchase Bill, and then the Fire
Brigades Bill,

Question put and passed.

The House adjournaed at ffteen
past 11 o’clock p.m.






