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The PRESIDENT announced that b
received n the Lieutenant-Gove
fetter, dated 19th February. inrimatine
His Excellency had been pleased fo sun
to the Councli—

Robert  Joseph Carroll
Brisbane;

Witliam
Brishana:
vh Siiver Collings. Esquire,

vl

Colborne,

fr Francis Donovan,
shane;




New Blembers,

Fdward Joseph Hanson,

Brisbane:

Esquire, of

Charles Kilpatrick Esquire. of Bun-
damba

Herbert (xeorcre McPhail, Esquire, of
Brisbane;

Robert Jo~eph Mulvey, ZEsquire, of
Brisbhane:

John Gordon Smith, Esquire, of Mary.
borough: and

George Henry Thompson, HEsquire, of
Brisbane.

HoxotvrasLe MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

The following gentlemen were then intro-
Juced by Hon. W. R. Crampton. and, having
produced their writs of summons and oaths
or affirmations of allegiance, they signed
the roll and took their seats:—

Hon. Robert Joseph Carroll;
Hon, Joseph Silver Collings:
Hon. Jeremiah Francis Donovan;
Hon. Timothy John Donovan:
Hon. John Stanislaus Hanlon;
Hon. Edward Joseph Hanson:
Hon. Charles Kilpatrick;

Hon. Herbert George McPhail;
Hon. Robert Joseph Mulvey:
Hon. John Gordon Smith; and
Hon. George Henry Thompson

At a later stage the Hon, W. P. Colborne
produced his writ of summons, and took the
gath of allegiance and signed the roll.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. A.
J. Jones): I desire, on behalf of the Go-
vernment, to offer hearty congratulations to
the hon. gentlemen who have just taken their
seats. (Hear, hear!) It is also very pleasing
to me to offer them my personal congratula-
tions, and, knowing the hon. gentlemen as I
do—they are all personally known to me—I
believe they will carry out their duties in
this Chamber with dignity and with credit
to themselves and honour to the country.

Hon. A. G. C. HawrHorN: What duties
have they come to perform?

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The SECRETARY FOR DMINES:
hon. gentleman must not interrupt—(laughter)
—especially when one is speaking on an occa-
sion like this. I believe that the hon. gentle-
men who have just taken their seats will
prove an acquisition to this Chamber, and
that their influence here will be felt, and will
e of benefit to the people of this State.
{Hear, hear!)

- Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORYN: Question.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I again
offer my congratulations to the hon.
gentlemen.

Hox. A. G. C. HAWTHORN : I am sorry
that I cannot second the congratulations of
the hon. gentleman. I think it ix indeed a
very sorry day for Queensland—

The PRESIDENT: Order! On occasions
of this sort it is usual. as a matter of cour-
tesy, for hon. members to offer congratula-
tions to new members; but it is not in order
to say anything discourteous regarding them.

Hox. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I do not
want to play the hypoerite, and I cannot
offer congratulations.

The SECRETARY FOR MiINEs:
sit down and say nothing?

Hon. A. G. C. HAW THORN: If T am
not in order in saying whas I wxbh to say,
I shall certainly say nothing.

Then why not
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Hox. ¥. T, BRENTNALL: I am nof in
any congratulatory mood, and I only express
the hope that the new members will be able
to do better service to the country than the
old members whom they are tmying to put
out.

Hox. P. J. LEAHY: The President has
laid it down that, when a member gets up to
speak on an occasion of this sort. he musé
do so for the purpose of offering congratula-
tions to the new wmembers. Well, I tnink
there is mueh upon which they can be con-
gratulated. They have nice, soft seats to sit
on; they have an intelligent body opposite

them to look at—(laughter); they have
many advantages; they will not pay any

income tax on their salaries; and there ave
a variety of other things that can be said.
I might strike a personal note with regard
to one of the new members—the Hon. J. S.
Collings.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The hon.
gentleman will be out of order in making
personal remarks of a derogatory nature.

Hox. P. J. LEAHY: I dc not desire to
say anything of an uncomplimentary nature.
1 ‘was associated with the hon. gentleman
about twenty vears ago in a debatmv society,
as I am sure he will remember. That was
the first occasion upon which I listened to h!:
eloquent 1ema1k~ and I do not think he has
lost any of his eloquence since. Perhaps I
may be permitted to say—there is nothing«
offensive in it—that in thoEe days we hel*)ed
to turn out the Government in a mock parha-
ment, and we belonged to the same ministry.

The SECRETARY FOR MI\F\' This. iz

a mock Parliament. (Laughter.}
Hox. P. J. LEAHY: The hon. membes,
without consulting his colleagues. brought

in an extreme bill and wrecked our ministry.
(Laughter.) I wonder if history is going
to repeat itself, and if he and his friends
will have the same effect upon the present
Ministry. (Laughter.}

Hox. E. W, H. FOWLES: I wish to sup-
port the remarks of the Minister upon this
oceasion. I think it is a matter for congrafu-
lation to any man in Queensland to be
appointed to this Council. (Hear, hear!)
It must have come as a matter of surprise
to some of the hon. gentlemen who have come
here this afterncon. because—but I would
prefer not to finish that sentence. {Laughter.)
At all events, I may be permitted to say “that a
good deal may be expected of the hon gentle-
men. Unforfunately, this Council has been
blamed for many things in the past—cyclones,
influenza. and all the ills that have come to
Queensland ; but, now that the oratex are wide
open, I feel sure that the people of Quecns-
land will expect the millennium by the &
o'clock express.

Hon. P. J. Lrary: Will they get it?

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: Well, they will
expect it. I feel sure that the lion. gentlemen
who have come here will find that the science
of government is not so easy from the inside
as it is from the ouiside.

Hon. J. 8. Corrings: It does not seem to
have worried you very much.

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: I like to take
things pleasantly, and I am glad to see that
the hon. gentleman is in'a good humour this
afternoon—I have no doubt that he Las cause
to be. I like to take things pleasantly in this

Hon. E.W. H. Fowles.]
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life, We are not long here, and we have a
duty to perform, and I have no <doubt that
hon. members of this Counsil \\xl perform

their duty just as fearlessly in the future as
they have done in the past, (Hear, bear!)
1 cannct go back fifty years, but some hon.
gentlemen here can go “back half that time,
i they know that zhe Ceuncil has always
TECOgr ‘ed that there is more than one party
in fht. Brate, and that every party and every
gection i the community, demand considera-
tion, and will always receive symparhetic con-
siderstion from this Clouncil. I feel sure
thet we all recognise that rLe prosperity of
» narion does not depend upou votes, but
that it depends upon enterprise, industry,
justice, snd geodwill, and tnet we can do
mory for the Srate b*' co-operation than by
fratricide. - I feel sure thut the new mem-
bers will congratulate themselves upon being
*\re\em thiz afternoon, and I hope that their
stay in this Chamber will be very long indeed,
1d that they may be puunvmd 10 Comhl)um
to the progress of Queejxlund I congratulate
them on heing elevate: to soats in this
Ceuneil.

Hox. F. McDOXNELL:
I cannot help standing up.

On this occasion
after hearing the

remarks made by the Hon. Mr. Breutnall
and other hon. gentlemen sirting oppdsite,
and welcoming those hon. gentlemen who

have comw here to- -dav for the first time. I
wisn alse to congratulate the Government
upon appointing these fourteen members.

Some of them I have been associated with
ior the last thirty wears, and I am glad 1o
meet with rhem as s.mleaomm in this Cham-
Her. beartily congratulate then  apon
ir appointment and upon e good ‘ark
hc" have done in connection with the move-
ment with whick they have bhesn associated

the last thirty vea It iz a fine thing
t¢ know that the Government ave the
courage to <o what they nave done in this
matter, and I aw quite certain thatr their
action reflects the opinien of a big majority
¢ the people of the State. I am very
vleased. indeed, afrer heing twenty-five rears
in Par 11amw)t during which time I “have
heen & member of hoth Heouses, to be able
to recognize this dév as one which in the
old dars I never dreamed of. and I hearuly
and sincerely welcome those hon. gentlemen
who have cceme to the House ro-day.

Hox. B. FAHEY : Should I be silent on
un occasion like the present, I would Le
recreant to my convietions. I desire to say
that I hope the new members will carry out
their duties in s House as their eolleagues
have done in the pasr—with maoderation; and
that they will be of some service to their
own party and to the country.

Hox. J. 8. HAXLON: An
chosen me, the mosr unworthy of
this hatch of nrlenmien who have been
appointed to sears in this Council, to respond
to any remarks of appreciation, congratula-
tion, or welcome which might be extended
ta us this afternoon. I desive. first of all,
1o thank my (ullra es for having conferred
upen me this additional honour. On their
hehalf T desire o thank the Minister for his
words of congratulation, and to thank those
hen. gentlemen who willingly, freely. and
generously extended o us  welcome and
appreciation. I also «esire 1o extend mv
thanks to those gentlemen who may have
had difficulty in coming up two the “scrateh
the measure of preciation  which  their

(Hon. E.W. E’(,

€S,
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accident has’

Land Act Awmend ment Bill,

remarks deserve.
being here.
GOVERNMEXT MEMBERS :

Hox. J. 8. HANLON: We are here as
representatives of the people.

We need no apology for

Hear, hear!

An Hoxotrasie Memper: This is the
people’s House. ]

Howx. J. 8. HANLOXN : That is the reason
why we ave here. The majority of the
people are represented by the hon. gentle-

men on this side of the Chamber.
Hon. P. J. Leauy: That is not true.

Hox. J. H—&\'LO\' Do you not realise
that the pohcv of the Labour Government—
the policy which is supported by members
on this side. and the policy which is sup-
ported by the fourteen new members who
have just heen appointed—was endorsed hy

an overwhelming majority over five years
ago?

Hon. P. J. Lesuv: There has been a
change of feeling since then.

Hox. J. HAXNLOXN: That change cf
feeling was evidenmeced by the increased:
majority the present Govermment and its
policy received thiree vears later.  Under
those circumstances I do not think any

apology for our appointment as members
of this (hum'wex is uevded and we can give

hon. gentlemen the assursnce that we will do
our dury as well and as faithfully as we
can. We will nor be unnecessarily offensive,

and I hope that hon. gentlemen on the other
side will not he offensive to any of us,
tacause T am quite sure that my colleagut-
and I will be able to hold our own.
repeat that we will do our duty as well and

faithfully as we can. I .do not desire to
delay vou any furth and shall conclude
by expressing our heartfelt appreciation of
the kindly and cordial words that have fallen
from hon. centlemen in welcoming us to the
Council. (Hear, hear!

v

AMINING ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
First REeapixe.

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR
MINER, this Bill, received by message from
the Assembly, was read a first time.

The second reading was made an Order of
the Day for to-merrow.

LAND ACT AMEXNDMENT BILL.
RevIVaL OF ORDER FOR SECOND READING.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: 1

move—

“That the second reading of the Land’
Act Amendment Bill be made an Order
of the Day for to-morrow.”

Hox. P. J. LEAHY: 1 do not rise for-
the purpose of opposing this motion, because-
I vecognize that to do so would be perfectly
useless, Recently, and for a considerable
time past—in fact. during the period the
Alinister has been in this Chamber—he ha\»
frequently talked of ‘the brutal majority’
on thiz side. I do not wish to use the lan-
guage used by the Minister. but it is quite
clesr. that the hon. gentleman has now a
majority which will enable him to_carry any
motion, and to carry everything that is sent
here from another place. (nder those cix-
cumstances it would be useless to do any
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thing more than make a protest agamst this
maotion. The Bill which the hon. gentleman
proposes to restore to the paper is a Rill
which «leliberarely sets out to break a valid
contract between the Crown and something
aver 1.000 pastoralists and, roughly speak-
ing, 2,500 grazing farmers. Whatever the
Biinister may say to the contrarv, I con-
¥enid that that Bill is a distinct breach of
centract, and that & moral wrong is being
done by the hon. gentleman in attempting
to restore the measure to the business-paper.
The Minister has told us of various things
derne in the past which might be considered
repudiation i a minor degree, but I say
there never has been in the history of this
Parliament, or of any Australian Parliament,
so flagrant a case of repudiation as is
embodied in the provisions of this Bill. What
was the action of the New South Wales
Council in connection with a question of
vepudiation? A Bill was introduced in the
New South Wales Parliament which took
away certain rights under an award from
single men, and the Council threw out the
Bill because that proposal savoured of repu-
<iation. But that was very small repudiation
compared with the repudiation in this Bill.
This measure is gross and flagrant repudia-
tion, but the Minister has & majority behind
him. and all we can do is to protest against
the passuge of the measure, in the confidence
that, if right does nct triumph now, it will
triumph in the not distant future.

Hox. A, G. C. BAWTHORN : T wish to
add my protest to the nrotest entered by
the Hon. Mr. Leahy. We recognise that
at the present time we are beaten, We
have done cur duty.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES :
going to do ours.

Hox. A, G, C. HAWTHORN: It is a
strange thing that the Bill which the Go-
vernment propose to reintroduce is one which
we have so successfully  opposed—that ig,
the repudiation Biil. which breaks all con.
tracts and upsets all agreements which have
keen made between the Crown lessees and
representatives of the Crown in former vears.
We kunow that whatever the Government
want to carry they ecan carry now. Person-
ally, may say that I think the Govern-
ment, by appointing this big batech of new
members, and thus swamping the Council—

The PRERIDENT: Order!
Hox. A, G. C. HAWTHORN : Have done

s thing which is going to react on them-

And now we are

sefves. I feel suve that the people of the
erantyy  will regard their action as an
insulr.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I must ask

the hon. gentleman to confine his remarks
to the motion before the Council. which is
the restoration of the second reading of the
Land Aet Amendment Bill to the business
waper. The hon. gentleman cannor discuss
the acticn of the Government on this motion.

Hox. A. (¢, C. HAWTHORN : I am sure
that the next elecrion will show the Govern-
ment that they have made a mistake in this
particular instance. and that they have gone
beyond the limit which the people will stand.

Hox. R. SUMNXNER: If there is one Bill
which cught to be passed this slon it is
the Land Act Amendment Bill. T do not
think it is any wse spesking an the measurs
at 1 stage.  When the second reading of

[18 FeBrUARY.]
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the Bill comes before the Council, members
on this side will be able to give satisfactory
reasons why it should be passed. Hon.
members must not fall into the error that
because additional members have beer
appointed to this House we are going o
lose our right of revision, and I hope hon.
members will do their duty, and do it fear-
lessly. The Government practically went to:
the country on this Bill two years ago, and:
they received a two-to-one majority on it.

Hon. P. J. Leany:

Hox. R. SUMNER : It is generally agreed:
that the money should be got somehow, and
the Government are going the right way

about it. It has been suggested

{4 p.m.] that they should go a roundabout:

way and get it by putting a tax
on leaseholds, but the Government, instead
of doing that, have gone the straight way
about it. I only rise to say that I ame
pleased the Bill is being restored to ths
business-sheet, and when the second reading
comes before this Chamber I shall be able
to give some convineing arguments as to
why the Bill should pass.

Hox. A, H. WHITTINGHAM: I would
like to enter my protest, and a very strong
protest, too, at this Bill being restored to
the business-sheet. It is useless for us to
discuss the Bill now, as it has been fully
debated for the last four years. Personally,
I think the restoration of a measure such as.
this will be a sad thing for Queensiand. It
is not a matter as to whether the rents of
pastoral holdings should be ra.i@ed or mot;
it is a question really of downright repudia-
tion. There is no getting away from that
fact. Whether the pastoralists should pay
an inereased rent is another matter; and if
an honest Bill were brought in dealing with
the subject, it would receive very careful
consideration,

The SECRETARY FOR MINis: How can we
do that unless we give the Land Court more
power than they have at the present time?

Hox. A, H. WHITTINGHAM: I do nob
know how vou can do it; but if such legisla-
tion as this—which is downright repudiation:
—is coing to be passed. it will be a bad day
for Queensland. The Minister knows—and
the new appointees know—that such legisla-
tion as this is going to keep the State back.
Money for investment is now being blocked'
from coming to Queensland. The Minister,
when speaking on this Bill a few days ago,
read out a list of companies that had sub-
seribed capital towards buildings and other

Nonsense !

things in  Queensland. That list was
misleading. )
Hon. A. G. C. HawrHory: It is only

capital.

Hox. A, H. WHITTINGHAM : Even the
capital was not there. I happen to know
particulars of two cases which the hon.
gentleman quoted. One was a company with
a capital of £100,0600, and I think something
like £28.000 has been subscribed. Another
one was a company with £50,000 capital, of
which about £15,000 has been subseribed. T
am not going to detain the Council on this.
matter, and, personally, I do not think T
will speak on the second reading. I am
coing to let the Bill go now.

" Hon. A, G. C. HawrHORN : It is not mueh
good doing anything else.

Hon. 4. H. Whittinghats.]
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Hox. A, H. WHITTINGHAM : The other
side have the power now to put the Bill
through and to pass any Bill they like. We
shall have to put up with it, and the State
will have to put up with it.  To the indi-
vidual it does not matter a bit. In this
State of Queensland we can produce every-
thing that is produced in Australia, and I
and many others are exceedingly sorry for
the condition into which the State has got,

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: I warmly
endorse the remarks that have fallen from
the Hon. Mr. Whittingham, and especially
the remarks dealing with the effect the
restoration of this Bill will have on places
outside of Queensland. The Hon. Mr.
Whittingham sawe that it does not matter
whether a dozen or a hundred pastoralists
o under; but it does matter whether the
good name of Queensland goes under. A
good name is rather to be chosen than
‘taxation.

Hon. T. L. Joxgs: The Bill does not
necessarily raise the rents; it only gives the
Land Court power to do so. You are
calamity-howling without any justification.

Hon. P. J. Lrauy: That is
spoint: it is absolute repudiation.
_ Hon. T. L. Joxss:
howling.

Hon. P. J. Leany: You have no moral
‘sense when vou say that.

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: I want to
point out that probably one or two facts in
‘connection with this matter have mnot come
to the knowledge of hon. gentlemen, and
before we restore the Bill to the business-
paper we might consider them, as they will
have a distinct bearing on our votes. Admit-
‘ting for the moment that the rents are prob-
ably less than they would be if the Land
‘Court assessed them, I submit that that is
‘not the point.

. The PRESIDENT: Order! I hope the
hon. member is not going to enter into a
discussion on the merits of the Bill, as he
will have an opportunity of doing that on
the second reading when the Bill is restored
to the business-paper. He must confine
himself to the motion now.

. Hox. BE. W. H. FOWLES: T submit, if it
is a Bill that has received full discussion in
this Couneil, and has been turned down upon
moral grounds. that I am quite in order at
‘the present time in referring to those grounds
as a reason why we should not rvestore this
Bill. It is most relevant; that is, without
going into the details of the Bill.

The SecrETsRY FOR Mixes: In that case
yeu are starting a debate which mav be
endless. :

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: It is not so
much a question of one or more pastoralists
paying more taxation or less taxation; it is
a question of whether the first act to which

the new appointees to the Council are invited

the whole

You are calamity-

to give their attention is an act of repudia-

tion by this State.
Hon. T. L. Joxgs: It is an act of long-
-delayed restitution.

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: I would point

oub that two wrongs do not make a right.
Hon. T. L. Joxes: It iz not two wrongs.

[Hon. A. H. Whittingham.

[COUNCIL.] A

dment Bill,

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: In the firsk
place, an agreement was made, and the pro-
position is to break the agreement.

Hon. P. J. Leany: The Government will
break anything. They will break the ccunbry
if they are there long enough.

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: As a matter of
fact, the contract made by the Government
in those days was a solemn contract entered
into by Parliament, and the parties with
whom the contract was then made are
different tc the parties that own the leases
at the present time. in a large number of
instances. They are innocent third parties,
and this Council is asked to trample upon the
rvights of those innocent third parties.
Admitting. for the sake of argument, that
the rents paid are less than they otherwise
would be, nevertheless the right way of going
about it is not by bludgeoning an Act
through Parliament. but to seek some other
way to restore what is claimed to be equity
on these matters,

An HoxoURABLE GENTLEMAYN :
get vour assistance if we did
other way?

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLER: If thers iz any
injustice in the country. I hope mv hand
and voice will always be raised te remedsy

Would we
seelt some

it. At all events, if. by securing a tem-
porary majority, any legislation of the
Government defeated in the same session,

and even in the same month, can be restored,
where will there be any finality at all to
legislation? Are not fairness and equality
the only things that endure in legislation?
These "are the only things that endure,
and I feel sure, if the Government wers
to reconsider the position. they would find
a way out of the difficulty, without asking
Parliament to prostitute itself into forcing
an immoral bargain upon the whole of the
people of Queensland. That iz what it
means. We have to consider outside placss,
and Queensland has got a name at the pre-
sent ime. We do not want to tarnish that
name; we want, if possible. to wipe off any
spots there may be on it, and the only way
to do that is by having a clean Parliament
and standing to the principles of justice
in connection with our Bills. On the broad
princinvle of not upsetting the decision of
this House, which was given last week.

hope houn. members will not agree to the

restoration of this Bill. There are cther
ways in which equity can be reached.
The SECRETARY TFOR MINES: Had

it not been for the concluding remarks of the
last speaker, I would not have used mzy
right to speak in reply. The hon. gentleman
has initiated a debate on the Bill, but I do
not propose to follow on those lines. because
we shall have an opportunity of discussing
the Bill to-morrow when I move its second
reading. But I want to point out to this
Chamber. and. incidentally. to the people
of Queensland. that the action I am taking
to-day in endeavouring to restore this Bill
to the business-sheet is not unprecedented; iz
is not done because we have a majority of
members on this side. I want to point out
also to hon. gentlemen, and. incidentally.
to the people of Queensland. that on anothsr
occasion 1 restored a Bill to the business-
sheet in a similar wayv to that in which [

am now restoring this Bill.

Hon. P. J. Lreany: What Bill did_you
restore? Was that ths Reguisition of Ships
Bill?



> restore it.
ECRETARY FO
- oW Ofk~ ago I endeavowred to v
Parliament Act Amendn*e‘u BIH
r. 3¢ that we could furtner con-
. there was one phase of the ques-
ought to be further discussed,
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ould prevent me then
from restoring a Bill
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am  not going to
the allegations of breach of
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this Bill. All this Bill seeks to-do
ve an impartial tribun al—*n@ Land
—power to charge what they think is

P. J. Leany: You know there is

repadiation involved,

T SECRETARY FOR MINES: Hon.
gen bject to a fair rent, That is the
surm total of this Bill. T am not going to
make i second-reading speech at this stage,
as I simply rose 1o reply to the arges

the hen, gentleman, and to make it quite
car that we have taken similar action to
previous occesions, and that the

eking to-dar is constitutional.
'min our Standing Orde and the
10t taken ’he(auxe we have the force
this side. It is dene in the
e pecple.  We have the right
; Bill we desive. so long as we
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Heawthorn.
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nsion of Standing Orders. 3

VALLEY (NORTHERN
URNETT) RAILWAY,

BOYNE
)

T
i

PRERENTATION OF REPORT OF SELECT
COMDITTEE.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES presented!
the report_of the SBelect Committee on the
proposed Boyne Valley Railway Extension
from AMany Peaks to the northern end of
the approved line from Mundubbera to the
\onheln Lmn{t!, and the proposed railway
fromw Monto and Rannes to open up the
Callide Valley and Praivie lands; and maoved
that the paper be printed.

Question put and pass

SUSPENRION OF STA‘\;DING RULES
AND ORDERS

The SECRETARY FOR

meving—

MINES,

© That so much of the Standing Rules
and Orders be suspended for the
remainder of the session as would other-
wise preclude the passing of Bills through
all their stages in one day —

desire, if possible,
3 : than Friday of
This is the usual motion that is
Inopow d at the close of cach session to facili-
tate the passage of Bills through their
remaining stages practically in one day in
order to lenninfue the session. and 1t is
always moved to suit the convenience of hon.
members on both sides,

Hox. E. W, H. FOWLES: On behalf of
hon. members who may not be present, the
JMinister might intimate what Bills he wishes
the motion to vefer to. It is usual to apply
a motion of this sort to the final Applo*n‘la»
tion Bill.  If it refers to all sorts of other
Bills that may come before us next week,
I niight point out that a message accompany-
ing a Bill inight be received from the other
Chamber at 4.30 o’clock p.m. That Bill
would not appear on our business-paper, and
hon. gentlemen would have no intimation
that it was going to be dealt with, and yet
we might be asked to pass it through all its
stages on the day on which it was received
without any hon. member knowing that it
was coming on for discussion. The Minister
will see that it iz only fair that hon. mem-
should know the business for the
d 1f the motion is only to apply to the
wsual Appropriation Bill, it might receive
unanimous approval.

uw

The SECRETARY TFOR MINES, in
veply, said: This is the usual motion \\h‘d?

submitted at the end of each session.
To-mworrow, for instance, I will move the
ond reading of the Land Act Amendment
Bill, but I do not propose to go on with the
fommittee stage of the Bill on that day. I

will also move the second reading of the
Main Roads Bill. I will adopt my usual
practice of giving hon. members a day

herween the second reading and Committee
stages. I do not propose to attempt to rush
¢ny important measure through in one day.
The motion is simply intended to facilitate
the despatch of business xt the close of the
cession

Question put znd ;ﬁasseﬂ

Hon. 4. J. Jonss.]



ADDITIONAL SITTING DAG
Fripay SiT1INGs.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES
“That. unless otherwize ordered, th-
Council will meet for the despatch of
business at 3 o'clock p.m. on Frid
each week in addition to the days alveads
provided for by Sessional Order. and that
Government business do take precedence
of all other business on that dax.”
Question put and passed.

moveir—

JOINT COMMITTEES.
CONTINTUATION DURING RECESS,
The SECRETARY FOR MINES

1. That, in the opinion of this Coun-
cil, it is desirable that the members con-
stituting, respectively. the Joint Library
Committee, the Joint Refreshmenr
Rooms Commiittee. and the Joint Build-
ings Committee should continue to con-
trol, during the recess. the several matters
committed to their charge as such
Committees during the session.

2. That the above vesolution be for-
warded to the Legislative Assembly br
message. inviting  their concurr
therein.”

iQuestion put and pass

kY
movea—

PTROFITEERING PREVENTION BILL.
ResvarTioN OoF COMMITIEE.
(Hon. W. F. Taplor in th: char),
Clause 3— Interpr: tation ™ —
Hox. A. G. €. HAWTHORNXN: Before

going on with the Bill he would like to know
1f the Minister v of the same opinion as
he  was  last  wesk—that they
[4.30 p.m.] should let the amendments go
through and send them on to the
Assembly for consideration. If he was pre-
pared to do that, there need be no discussion,
and thev could get through the Bill in no
time. If he was not prepared to do that,
he (Mr. Hawthorn) supposed the hon. gentle-
man would divide and carry each clause as
they went on. Did the Minister intend to
carry out his suggestion of last week, or had
he gone back on it?

The SECRETARY FOR MINER: He
regretted thai the hon, gentleman had used the
expression ‘*gone back.” When ther first
discussed the Bill, they were the whole “of the

afternoon geiting through clause 1 and part
of clause 2. In the Assemhly. where there
was an Opposition which had been elected
by the people, the Bill passed through the
‘Committee stage in one hour.

Hon. A. G. C. Hawrsory: You haw
the ““gag” there

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: He
did not want to use the argumeni to-day,

sitting day of the Council

probably be wise to
allow the whole Gf the amendments to be
carried because of t

the majority which hon.
gentlemen opposite had, \\bud was used
defeat the Bill, and allow i
Assembly to deal with ti;eum
different poszition to-day hon. uie
could not expect him

to agree fo ail time
[Hon. 4.J. Jones

but on the last
he suggested it would

moa
en

[COUNCIL.]

Prevention Bill,

on what

d to back down

The

i
SEL‘RFT ARY FOR MINESR:
remarks applied to the one sitiinz dav.
hon., ge 1t1s men did not accept his sug
that they should go home at &
He had then \mted that, if hon. g
would not accept his s ggesrion he would
allow the amendment\ to 20 back #o the

Assembly to he dna‘t with the e, He 210“«14
that clause 3 would be carried with the
amendment which had been mude.

Hox. E. W, H. FOWLES:
the Chairman what amendment
carried in regard to clause 37

The LH%IR\I—\\ The omission
clause {7}, lines 10 to 12, page

Hox. E. W, H, FOWLES:
the words on lines 14 to 18 were
vague. Subclause - () read—

<Al goods. wares. or mer
rendered to the peop!

Wimzreu

Might he ask
fhad been

of sub-

SErVICes

What would be included in that?
said—
““which by a
Act nave been de

ties to which th
Did that mean that the Governer in
by proclamation in the Gath
declave amrhmb to be a commodity
had declared ~he{>n to be sugar and
be treacle. If thex could declara
to be a commodity. it really trans
functions of legislation from the t»
of Parlinment to the Governor in Uounc

prociamation
clared to
Act apph

Vo

“‘1"{19 to
anvti n

incl
teer

ng.
Hov., E. W, H FOWLES: Why

“or commaoditiss

in the w
profiteering
Hun T.

) I—iO\'. L, W, H. FOWLES:
i3 Vﬂl':i' vagivs,

Hon. R, Svuyer: W
Why not leave the dragnet

Hox., E. W, H. FOWLES:

Ci

handed over to the Governo
functions that belong
should the A emblv
over their
Governor in Couneil?
Hen, T. L. JoxXes: ha

i
st
e

general clause,
evervthing., Subclauses
statements ©
dragnet elaus
a i

[

o

L. -J ONER: Bp’

Hox, E. W. H. FO\VLES:
he waz objecting to. Why
dore by Parliament? A

not reviewable by
regulation

The Sec > If we aelete
vhat  you us  to vou would
immediately accuse us of re'udx wbion,




Profiteering

Hox. E. W. H. 'L
it in by regulation, whi
.Parliament: A proclamuti

grary act of the Executive,
-out of office to-morrow
Hon. T. L. Jones: You will find that.

use. the prociamation
s to be laid on the table of the Council
which has the power of disallowing a
proclamation as well as a regulation.

Hox. E. W, H. FOWLES:
of part of his objection. bhut
it was disposed of showed that
well foundeu Then. the subclause included
the words, “or services rendered to the
people tlmt was to zay., the BIll vou]d
take up ‘the duty of attacking professional
offi Did ir mean that the fees of the
medlcal profession would be subject to review
by the profiteering court?

Hon. T. Nevirt: There
of profiteering taking
profession; we do not
it is possible.

inder the regulation

That dispesed
the fact that
the query was

Hon. T. L. Jovex
dragnet clause.

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: Imr objected
to dragnet clau in Acts of Pa lmmtnt
‘Why not state what they meant explicitiy?

Hon. T. L. TO\‘Es: Because you cannot
specify everything. There be some new
services of commodities whicl cannot be
specified.

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: In order to

meved the
page

put the discussion in order, he
omission of the following words on
or merchandise. or
or other
under
o1~

“All goods. wares.
services 1eudemd to the people.
things, which m a proclamation
this Act have been declared to be
modities to which this Aect applies.’

Hox, P. J. LEAHY: They had
:good deal about the desirability of
‘the Government power under this dragne:
provision to dec what was s “‘com-
modity.” He had a vivid vecollection of
‘what happened when the Sugar Acguisition
Act came before that Chamber. It was
explained by the AMinister who was in charge
of that Bill that the measure was really
intended to give the Goverament power o
acquire sugar, and nothing else. But what
did they find after the Bill was passed?
The Government used a- dragnet Dlovi~ior
in that Act to enable them to commandeer
stock, though the plain meaning of that pro-

heard a
aliowing

ion was that should app?_ to some
‘manufactured article. Yet - that pro-
vision the Governmem commandeered the

cattle of widows and orphans. He contended
that it was their duty, as the representatives
of the people, to s as far as they were
able to do, that the Government were not
given power which ther could exercise in
the way thev exercised power under the
‘Sugar Acguisition Act.

Hox. T. L. JONE®: It wa
true representatives of the people, to
that the provisions of this measure wers
made effective. Subclauses {«¢) to () defined
certain specific subjects which were brought
under the provisions of the measure, but is
was impossible to specify every commodity
to which the provisions of the BIll should
apply.  Cousequently, subclause (A)
introduced to enable the Government, by
proclamation, to make the provisions of the

s tneir duty, as

{18 FEBRUARY.]

zee -

Prevention Bill.

sodities  which
and thab pro-
the tabls of

ire =pplicable
were unsgerifiad in
clamation had t» b

borh E s, tn being a power of dis
allowan Hom.
mem ‘.)m\ {eave

omitted the
they would
for bringing under she
Bill any matters which
in subelauses {7) o gl
new commoaltv
might arise, and it was rable that they
should be able to deal with it in & manner
similar to that provided with respect to other
commodities. The omission of -ubmamo (%)
would destroy the ysefuln

Hon, E. W. H. Fo
rendered to the peopls

prov
were not
A new spee

people of

to the peo*ﬂh, Wnethex th gv were professional

services or the services of labour,
Hon. E. W. H. Fowies: The “people”
then means any number of the people!
Hox. T. L. JONES: Yes— person, if
necessayy,
Hon. E. W. H.
“gervices rendered
vices rendered to ;

Hox. T. L. i
that it meant that. Hon.
knew that the amendme
but they would lik E
getting one 177 dotied or

one o’

Hox. T. He would like the
\Im1~w1 to Lomzmm\e whethe:

fcommodity e stock—shesp an
hovses.

The

i
which there

Questi
omitte
part ©

~divided : —

o

Hox.

S bl h s

[
IS
=

. m)«lcj and Hoa. A. H.
P)A" /)YY

Resolved

in the affirmative.

Hon. A. J. Jones.]
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3 k]
d, pur ana

Clauses 4 and

(lause 6~ Adwinistra?y
130};. P. LLAHV This clause read—
7’1 tho administration of this Act the
shall be subject to the
control of the Minister.”
possible objection to
ster control over a Com-
¢ clause should be deleted.
ie Bill was to be made a
kable measure, it was desir-
aUe that the necessary powers
given to the Commissioner, and
not ke under the control of any

out and passed.

[=]]

ion of det T—

L0 I‘DLLDE}OML‘
ertion and

Wil

He had the
any

should he

The SEcrerary FOR Mixes: The Govern-
ment do not \\ant to be under the control

J. LE AHY The Government did

Hox. P.
nat owant 1o he under YhC LOHTIOI Of any-

(overnment. whether they
liked it or nor, would be under the control
of the people. The present Government was
an autocratic Government masquerading as
democrats,  DPerhaps he micht as well ask
that stage whether there was any possi-
Lility of the Minister accepting any of the
amendments that had been circulated.

The SECRETARY FOR MINes: No.

hady, but the

Hox. P. J. LEAHY: It did not matter
how just an amendmont might be, the Minis-
tor said he would refuse to accept it.

The SecretsRy ror  MiNes: We went
through all these amendments.

Hox. P. J. LEAHY: Hon. gentlemen

had a lov of amendments civculated whiph
they thouvh were necessary. but the Minis-

tor said he would not accept them. It was
iust as well to know the position. The
Minister was there with a strong, solid

and he was exercising

alanx behind him,
gentlemen on that side

power which hon.
er exercised.

SECRETARY FOR Mixes: Don't you put

into my mouti.
~. P.J. LEAHY: On the rare occa-
when hon. rentlemen on the Govern-
ment side made reasonable suggestiong——
The SECRITARY TOR Mixes: You made a

svistzke on the Land Act Amendment Bill,

n
and vou want to blame me for it.

Hox. P. J. LEAHY: We never made a
mistake on that Bill

‘cRETARY FOR Mixes: If vou wanted
to defeat that Bill vou should have moved,

‘ That 1t be read a second time this day six
months.”’

Hox. P. J. LEAHY : Hon.
that side had had a ma'cnitv for the last
four or five vears; and on the vare occasions
that hon. Oentlemen on the other side made
sensible suggestions, they always gave them
every consideration. However, the Minister
had ‘a solid majority, and. if he was going
to adopt a svstem of Prussianism, and force
things through whether they were right or
wrong. then he (Mr. Leam}’)\wb not going
to waste his energies and the time of the
Council in moving amendments,

Hox. R. SUMNER: It would be wrong
to omit the clause. as it was necessary that
the Minister should have control. Could the
Hon. Mr. Leahy pomt out any instance in
connection with food administration, whether

[Hon. P.J. Leahy.

gentlemen on

[COUNCIL.]

FPreveniion Bill,

erica, where the AMini
did not have full com*oi?

in England
ter o
Hon., P.
the Comm

ES

The Minister can tell
onev what prices to fix.

Hox. R. SUBMNER : He did not think the
Minister would do that, but the Conm‘z'b
sioner should be subject to the direction and
control of the Minister. The Lomm]\lo,ex
might want to do something quite contrary %«
the Act.

The SECRETARY
Hon. Mr. Leahy had put words into
mouth that he did not use. The amendmenis
on the Bill had been circulated for quite a
number of davs, and he had given Con~1d91av
tion to the whole of them. He had made
marginal notes on the smendments, and
he did not know of any amendment sug-
gested by the hon. gentleman that he could
accept, but that did not apply to other
Bills.  They would be dealing with the
Mining Acts Amendment Bill to-morrow, and
the hon. gentleman, or some other hon.” gen-
tleman, might suggest an amendment that
he, as Secretary for Mines. would gladly
accepr As a matter of fact. if the Assembly
had not amended that Bill in one direction,
he would probably agree to an amendment
in the Council. The Hon. Mr. Leahy wanted
to delete clause f, and. without wishing 1o
refiect on the Comnn sioner for Railways,
the Commissioner of State Enterprises, rhe
Commissioner of State Insurance., or the
Commissioner of Police. he desired to say
that, personally, he did not believe in govern-
ment by Commissioners. He believed the
Minister should be responsible to the people’s
representatives, and the people’s representa-
tives should be responsi ible to the people.
He did not sav that the Government ob]ec‘ed
to bomo under the control of the people.
The Minister should be responsible to the
people for all his acts of administration.
His argument was that the Commissioner
wwas not responsible to the people.

Hon. P. J. Lesry: Do vou mean to tell
me that the Minister should be responsible 1o
the people for price fixing?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Noj; he
would appoint a Com'mssloner who was
under rhe direction and control of the Minis-
ter. and the Minister would take the respe
sibility. The Commissioner had no power
come into that Chamber and defend himse
he had to do it through the Minister.

Hon, P. J. Lesuy: You can tell the Com-
missioner what price to fix,

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
remarks would cast no reflection on
gentleman acting in the capacity of a
missioner to-day.

Hen, P. J, Lesny: Can vou instruct the
Connmnissioner what prices to fix?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
Minister took full respounsibility; otherwise
they would have the tacle in that Cham-
ber of members criticising a man who was
not able to defend himself. However, he
believed in government of the people hy the
people and {for the people, and that ail
Ministers should be directly responsible to-
the people; bur the hon. gentleman wanted
to wipe that out arnd introduce some new
system.  The Government were not afraid
of the peopk He used the same arguments
on the Stare Enterprises Bill. What would
happen if they had 2 Commissioner. to control
the iron steel works, or if they had a

FOR MINES: The

5

w’

His
any
Com-

and



[19 Fes

the Srate enter-

Department?

cantrol
the &lines

ioner o

under

P
except

If we had any other
they would be bertter

LEssuY :
vou,

under a Commissioner.
The XECRETARY FOR AMINES: That
cerrainly complimentary to him., While

he probably knew a fair amount about the
mining industry, he gould also sav for his
colleague, the Secrvetary for Agricultur
that he was just as well acquainted with h
industry as he (Mr. Jones) was with

and that was why the Government were
successful and so popular. Tt was because
rhg\ knew their business. He did not know
nf a JMMinister in the Cabinet who did not
understand thoroughly the depaltvnent which
he contre led. When AMr, Rvan was Premier
he alwavs selected the best man for the
position—he placed the members of the
Cabinet like one would place a good team of
horses: so that they would all pull together.

Flox. P, J. LEAHY: He wanted to fix
the Minister down to one thing. Had the
ster power to instruct the Commissioner
o whar price he should fix? His con-
was. that under the clause the
er had that power, and he should not
have that power. because the Minister was
subject to political influenge. The hen.
gentleman said himself that he was respon-
sible 1o the people or to sections of the
people. A position of that kind demanded
strier impartality. So  far the Mines
avtment was concerned, under the direc-
of rhe Minister things were less bhadiy
maged than they were in other depart-
nients.  He might venture to say thar thev
re managed in the Mines Depari-
mrent. and the fact thar the deparmment \\a~
man’n{:cd was largelv owing to the
education which the Minister had received
in that Chamber. But what guarantee had
ther that the Minister who would preside
‘ the Commissioner sappointed to fix

&s

wenld have the ntage of sitting
it Chamber? Was a proper thing

AMinister should interfere with price
when there was a Commisstoner?  The

&s

oner was putr there presumably
an impartial man; but. if the Commi
did something fo offend the Minister’s sup-
they could go to the MMinister and.
their wnolitical pull over him. the
ister wouid be (OlTl‘POlIGd ta reverse the
cision nf thc Commissioner. That was not
a fair thin He would rather place me
whole rhmg in the hands of the Mini
let him accept the entire responsibility,
have a Minister sheltering himself under
the wing of the Commissioner. It was not
fair. but the Minister had his
behind him, and he would say no more.

The SECRETARY FOR JMINES: He

would Just give one or two concrete cases

DOrTers,
nn

There were Commissioners controlling certain
enterprises and departments, and. naturally,
they wore desirous of making as much proﬁt
as they could, whereas the policy of the

{overnment was not to make a large profit.
If the State arsenic mine were under a Com-
csioner. naturally he would sell arsenic at

i
£70 or £80 a ton., but that was not the

poliexr of the Government. If the amendment
were agreed to, the Minister would be power-
less t¢ enable people to get the products of

the various enterprleeﬂ cheap. The Com-
miesicner would say, ; this i a business
1e2r—0

BRTUARY

battalions”

3169

2] Sreveidton Bill,
am coing to sell at 2 price

& handsome profit.”’

H. Fowres: That would not
under this Bill.

E. W,

Commissioner

SECRETARY FOR MINES: He

e another case. Hon. members

wanted to limit the power of the
Minister. whereas the Government wished to
give the Minister all the power that a Minis-
ter should have. One Commissioner in

Queensland had the power to lend money.

He (Mr. Jones) did not blame him for want-
ing to make as large a profit for his depart-
t as he could, but he was charging 7%,
eent., and 9 per cant for the loan

cnev. It was not the policy of the

t Government to fleece poor people by
g them o high rats of interest for
blic money, so they used the

cssed and limited the intevest
tm t could be charged to 6 per cent.

“Han, E. W. H. FowrLes: What Commis-
16T was charging 9 per cent.?
SECRETARY FOR MINES: Well, 8
1d he believed that in some cases
: targe § per cent.
H_cz. P. 3. Lresey: It would not be the
: Bank Commissioner.
SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
1t Hmited the amount that could
. because they considered it wrong

of

The

er»\‘gu nment

per cent., 8 per cent., or 9 per

cent. ¥ were not a profiteering
Gavernment,

Heno PoJ. LesHY: Not a profiteering

Government ?

SECRETARY FOR MINES: No.
v were making on their enter-

ir way because of their good

. and they could not help making

. J. Leazsy: You have admitted
cwnot help making big profits.

""‘—\RY FOR MINES: In one
t he was controlling, they did
profir they would make at
the vear, although they reduced
f the commodity from £90 to

()'3xuEs: The question we are
is whether the Ninister should
h the Commissioner.
ECRETARY FOR MINES: He was
rsfa of where a Commissioner
wer to do certain things, and did them,
not so considerate with regard to

~f the Govermment as a Minister
he Government should be respon-
o Commissioner should have a
power than the Minister.

: Would you apply that

your judges?
LEAHY: He would not have

re Wl

but that the Minister had
by ground, and instituted a com-
parisen between thmgc that were not essen-
rzally the same. 4 Commissioner lending
rgvernment rmoney and the Price Fixing

Commissioner were totally distinet; in fact,
there was an unbridgable” difference bet\\een
the two. A Commissioner who was carrying
on & business naturally wanted to make the
largest profit he could. The Commissigner
under' the Bill would be acting in a judicial
e st ltke a maglstrate in a court,
¢ his business was not to show a big ploﬁt,
t to held the scales evenly between the
n who haié something to sell and the man

Hon. P.J. Leahy.]
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who wanted to buy that article. In the case
the Minister spoke of where the Gme nent
prevented a certain Commissioner from charg-
ing 8 per cent. and 9 per cent. on pub.u
funds. he did not blame [rP Government,
but he did object very strongly fo auowmg
the Minister under the Bill to contro!l the
‘Commissioner in the matter of ce fixing
He objected just as strongly ne m)ui&
object to the Minister for Ju tice controlling
or directing a magistrate in regard t¢c &
judicial decision. Both the magistrats and
the Price-fixing Commissioner were supposed

to act Judxcmlly and impartially. T 0+
vernment, however, proposed to take the
control out of the hands of the Commissioner.
He thought that the Minister, on calm
reflection, would admit the cogzencyr of his
argument.

Hox. T. NEVITT : He could not allow one

remark that fell from the rIon Mr. Leaby
in his previous speech to pass without chal-
lengs,  The hon. Oenﬂemar \dld that the
Goxemment intended to pass the Bili agatr
.all moral law.

Hon. P. J. Leany:

I said that of another

‘matter.

Hox. T. NEVITT: The hon. member was
speaking of the amendmenr now under
cousideration.

Hon, P. J. Leagy: Well, I repeat io
because the Government are nvn:g to inver-
fere with a man who sheuwid be tmpartial

Hox. T. NEVITT: He would like o know
where the hon. member’s morality came in
in Conn«ectmn with the latt dmenmne'x 1:1

ment p1opohed that the Act should on X
in force wuntil 31st December nexs.
was a lot of morality in hon members
site if they were prepared to allow
fiteering to continue indefinitely after
December next.

Hon. P. J. Lesuy:
again.

Hox. T. NEWVITT: That amendment
convinced him of the morality of i
gentleman.

Hon. P. J. Leaxy: Is that my amendment?

Hox. T. NEVITT: It wa
amendments standing in the
Hon. Mr. Stephens. but it
the other side. and e\_peuem
tHaf any amendment coming

You can renew the Bill

Hon. P. J. Leanvy: I will show
morrow
Hon. T. J. O I moved

ment last week, and the Hon, Mr.

voted with us,

Hox. T. NEVITT: {oming to
tion of whether the Commis v
under the direct contrel of the Mir
not. the duties of the {Commi
make investigation: to
profiteering was taking
satisfied that there was l)xohwmm
his duty to convey the in
Minister,

Hon T. J. O
the Comniissione

BHox., T. NEVITT: As
that was the duty of the
the Commissioner could
sanction of his Minister,

[Hon. P. J. Leahy.

SECRETARY FOR MiINgs: A
d.oes not want to oach on i‘is
- He wants the Minisg

take the res .)ovl sibilify.

Ho~. T. NEVITT: Ir might
ther would have a Commissio who  was
not in svmpat hy with ¢ nt that
he served, and ir would be the easiost thing
in the world for him to damn } CGovern-
ment if he was not under the control of the
Minister,

Hon. P. J. LeEasv: it is tie
of the guestion that is appealing to :

er

hapn

Tou How.

Hox, T. NEVITT: XNo. ling
to justice.

Hon. T. J. O'8zEs: Will
principle o the judges

Court?

Hox. T. NEVITT: They wer
cussing the judges of the Su Uours.
The duties of the omnyissioner clearly

defined.
would ¢
deciding wh W5
otherwise. A jud not be
from offica except by a wvote of hoth H
of Parliament. The position of the
sioner under the Bill was very
that.

Hon, T. J. O"8ues: Has he
judicial decision as between ma

Hox. T. NEVITT: QOunly up
point.  His functions did 1
those of o judge

Hon. T.

No Minister in any

Qut\
the Mini would
tion or otherwi

Hox, T. J
argunent on
*ha“ whenev
by hiz polis
Commissinne ocis

Hown. T. Nevitr:
not decide.

er

noul i \\
the

nen

woukd be 5
Lhd\ the Minister should -
rather than say that the Commi
dv) s0 and t give the Mir
override him whenever he liked,
fer wa e oa cours of anpeal d;a*n»f 5.;e
devi“ion; whenever enyone
w0 T1m+
of
an 1,111;a1::ia1
fair thing.

should
power ts)

subject to reve
ceording 9,
not do wub

J. O'SBEA:

dee ItU‘

as shoved In

ving © the )

5
act one wav or th

whole thir
cal control
the whole scheme of
He would go further snd sa
I. The Commissioner should
IF it was desired to have o




Profiteeriing

of appeal
ald creaté a court

allowing strings in .
Minister’s chaiwr, I roument 0‘ £

o =]

Hon. Mr. Nevitt was correct. the Minister

would be a court of appeal from the Uo
missioner without giving ethw
right to be heard. It was merely a quest
-of which side could puil the Minister at

The SeCRETARY For Mives: Our Ministers
are not so easily pulled about as that.

Hox. T. J. O'SHEA : Unfortunately. v
often thev were. 'Ihm were irequer
driven to do things that they would not
if lefr to exercise their own judgmenr,

wanted to save the Minister as well as
“L‘ommlsmonel
Ministers abour,
heckled in a wax aneﬂomu
their positions, and it unwise to allow
taem to be \L“)‘]E‘Ct“(' to that sort of thing.
He did not think the Minister should ope
an_ avenue for wirepulling and politics
dodgery. He should be free to say that it
was the Commissioner’s duty to decide. and
tha; his decision should be as final as the
ision of a judge the Supreme boL.Lt
Jud«rmg by what chp dinister had said. how-

There was tos much pull
He

thought they

ever. he was nos goinz to accept an tie
1uez‘dment=. but was going ‘0 wips then
all our because he now had a majority.

A GOVERNMENT Meisrr: Hear, hear!
Hox. T. J. O'SHEA: He was glad
hear that endorsement of what he d.
Minister was taking .up the position that
taere was no merit in sny of the ame

and they were just to be brus
2. That being so. the best
to et the hon. gent eman car

ery tMn»r

that was sent up from below, where ther
c:u'xed E‘\ethh’no that was sent to
from & place below them again.

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLER: The
contradictory. C‘iau:p 10 provided—
‘The {omm wer, by
published in the Galt‘fuf‘
newspapers as mayv be prescribed,

Bill

notm catio

from time to time in his solute
cretion "
Hon. G. Pace-Hanir Hear, heav

gives him a dlsczetw 2

[5.30 p.m.?
W. H. FOWL

ES: That was ons
of the Bill. There was another
clause to the effect that the Commxsmonw
should be under the control and dlr@ctlon of

the Minister. Which clause was right

Hon. G. Pige-Haviry: It does nob
that.  The Bill defines the power of
Commissioner,

HO\' E W, H FOWLES: But it said-

should be subject to
of the Minister.

e direction and contr:

Hou G. Pace-Haniry: Hear, hear!
Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: Then it said

that the Commissioner was to have absolute
discretion. They could not have those two

contradictory things together. The Minister
Wauld find out that if his policy was to
bludgeon everything rough without any
alteza‘clon the Bill would be a most gigantic
piece of patchwork.

The SECRETARY rOR MINzS: I never said
that. I say that the Minister should take
full responsibility; he is directly responsible.

3

‘they

Prevention Bill, STl

! E 't of

» Act. Clause 5 satd
ection and control of the
10 leff ir

uge in the abun-

the

ausolute discretion of +h
the hxing and aeclar‘nfr of v)zmes
G, Pace-Hanrry : Hear, hoar !

H. FOWLES: H:
with clause 107

FoR MINES:
vigh rate of interest
Bill says that vou
cent. interest,
- ¢ interest shail

1 clause 5

I guoted a case
had heen
shall not
and osur policy
ut be

H. FOWLES: Whic
he wvaramount—

clause 107

Hon G, Pace-Hanry: They do anflict,
Hon. 0. FO’WLES : I thelr
wuby ab the Bill was « _more

: t %
when . ; A,
wogn as b w rresented to
fnmn vould his hands
:Leu.

For MINES: I never said
E. 'ﬂ FOWLES : The Bill would

farcical piece of patchwork. and the Min.

wotld ‘have to tome back to Parliamen
1. The Bill provided that
the

(] i hold office at
of the Mm's‘rm How could
ing Commissioner accept u posi
rce The Commis
hold offies at the pleasure of
—to be liabls to be sacked at
notice, Ruﬂpose the i
> muss fix a £ price w
price, and the
it? What could

o thoug

Minister cod hint o

the Cmnmi stoner do - was very peculiar,
in view of the talk of hon. gentlemen appo-
for the last four years, that the Bill

the abolition of the Council was not to
ought forward until another mandate
from the peopl

G, Page-Haviry: You

that is

know

W. H. FOWL will nog
aceord hor. yeenhes
up to this afternoon.

& You are quite

J. TOU i

v the
. G, Pag any-
thing of the sor
Houw. E. W, Hon. gentle-

N 1O

men opposite dared not go to.the people on
Ehe question of the ‘ilbOlltIO\‘l of rhp Couneil;
had squibbed on it.  What bommxw
sioner, under the Bill, would be able to give
an independent ’udgm nt if he held office at
the will of the Minister?

Hon. G. Pacz-Hawisy: The Cowmmissioner
must be subject to the Minister; hé always
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H. FOWL s for Railways there was
bsolutelv \Hb]eC[ to the Minister. and woe

oL The v
the §

Tde Bill was
and 10:
instructions o pass
e Biill with all
a wiwce of

Herors 1o regwrd
the Minister had

and vothing but
1t would only

PEREL: It was very hesrd to
: the legal wrguments of hon.
gc Hen en apposite, but the position apnemed
be very plam 10 Bm as a macncal busi-
When a man owned and managed
busine:s. he was the master of his business
snd complerely controlled it. The Hen, My
Leahy and the Hon. Ar. Fowles wouid not
allow any servants of theirs tc take charge
oi their business and the case was exacily
imilay under tihe Bill.  The Commissioner
ras the servant of the Minister, who repre-
1 the Qovernment, and the Minister
; have absuclure control over his ser-
vants just the same as the employer should
command of his employees.  They
aboutr judges having absolute control,
but no judge had an absolute control; there
Was m_ one judge to another,
s the Privy Council,

Lesuy: There is no appeal

-
-

Hon.

P, J.
from the Arbirration Court.

PEREL: There must be finality
, and the finality in business
on of tie man Who put money
into the business, The finality in connection
with profit-mongering vested with the Com-
rer, subject ro “the will of the Govern-
which appointed  him Comml ssioner,
the samme as the manager of ms (M.
’ i k subieot 1o his wirl,  re
manager to 4o anwhing
that Le dl:app roved of, and he did nor think
any Comnnssmner culd be in a different

ion. Hon. gentlemen opposite were con-
m}}y ?s>elt1nrf trat full power should be
in the hands of the Caomrniss mer, but when
it ted them ther 1y P€(3 round and said
nment ~hm d not put & gentleman
That was

Hox. I
te ever
was the dec

in en invidious irion.
hyy I Weuld they not sconer have
ar ndividual to com ol price-fixing +who
could be approached more eesily than =

Minister could he?

Hen, P J. Lessy: How do you know?

Hon. I. PEREL : His everv-day experience
was that he would far rather approach a
private individual e were entering n a
shady transaction : go to a
Minister.

Hen BE. W. H. Fowies: You are speak-
ing against the Bill. I guite agree with vou.

Hox. I. PEREL: He wanted the price
fixing to be abs olutely under the control of
the Minister.

Hon. E. W. H. FowLes: But clause 10
said it was to be absolutely in the discretion
of the Commissioner. That js what 1 am
growling about.

Hown. I. PEREL: The hon. gentleman was
growling at the Minister having the power
to overrule the Commissioner. The hon.
gentleman had pointed to the Commissioner
for Raillways as an example; but even if
they went to Victoria they would find that

[Hon. E. W. H. Fowles.

hetide any Commissioner for Railwars, even

if they gave him £5000 a vear. if he did
anvthing against the express wish of the
‘\Imlstel If the Commissioner were to exer-

cise his business discretion and put up pri ices,

the Government would not last a day, as
the country would turn it out. The svstem
of control by a Commissioner was a failure.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
State Fnterpri; s Act provided—
*Every  Srate  enterprise shall be
qdmmmerou by the Minister, and the

Commissioner, as representing the Crown,
is hereby authorised and empowered ic
carry on the same.”

What did that mean?

Hon. P. J. Leany: Do you not see the
distinetion between a tladlng concern and
a man who acts as a judge?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Hon.
gentlemen opposite put that provision in the
State Enterprises Act by way of compromise
As he =aid then, he was oppo:ed to control
by a Commissioner. The Government should
be responsible, and the people could put
them out of office if they did wrong.

Hon. P. J. Leasy: JMinisterial control
neariy always means Irresponsible control.

The 2ECRETARY FOR MINES: Hon.
centlemen opposite, with all their legal
knowledge, could not argue against what thty
had inserted in the State Entelpn\es Aet,
hen the Railways Aet provided—
‘ Notwithstanding anything in this
Act. no such contract shall be of any
force or effect, unless or until the same
has been approved and ratified by the
Minister in writing under his hand.’

e thought hon. members opposite were
simply stonewalling. On his side they had
been in a minority before, and had had o
try. br persuasive arguments, to get their Bills
through, o that they had drifted inic a
habiv of talking. He did not propose to

debate the matter any further, because he
wanted to establish a busines slike  svstem
during the remaining days of the session,

get measures through with as htt;e
possible.

and 1o
talk as

Hox, P. LEAHY: Under the State
Enterprises Act and the Railways Act, the
Minister had certain powers, but both those
ures dealt with trading concerns, and
there was no objection to the Minister
having certain powers in matters of that
c")aracrmt But the Price Fixing Commis-
~had to make certain investigations
ve certain decisions in the public
nterest, and it was necessary that he should
zct with strict impartiality, uninfluenced by
the Minister. He did not desire to bother
&ny more about the amendment, or any
cother amendment circulated in his name,
as the Minister had told them that he would
not  accepr any  amendment or give
consideration to any reasons.

Howm G. PAGE-HANIFY: When he made
an interjection earlier in the afternoon the
Hon. Mr. Fowles very rudely and pointedly
reflected upon his mental activity and intei-
lectual capacity to understand the meaning of
a provision. He resented that kind of ihing.
The party with which he was associated be-
lieved in Ministerial responsibility, and their




# rveason being that the
suld be upon a person who was
:ponsible to the electors.

Hon. P. J. Leagy:

Hox. G. PAGE-HANIFY : A single Minis-
fm was not responsible to the people. but
the Government as a whole were responsible.
ﬁnd in that way they got government of
‘1o people for the people and b\' the people.
hﬂ clatmed that the Bill very clearly de-
fized the powers of the Minister and the
ers of the Commissioner, and that there
no conflict between clauses 6 and 10
but that, if there was any conflict between
o two provisions, then clause 10. which
= the later provision, would prevail. He
cught that was geod law

respon
direetly

Your Ministers chan

VIR
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Clausze 6 put and passed.

Clauses 7 to 18, both

passed.

Clause 20— Powers of Commissioner ’—

Hox., E. W. H. FOWLES : He understood
that the Hon. Mr. Hawthorn had given
tice of some amendments in this clause
rich, in the opinion of many hon. gentle-
n. would be an improvement to the Bill
bur. in deference to the Minister, who said
that they must pass the Bill as it was. he
would not submit those amendments. The
Council was no longer a House of revision.

Hon. T. I. Jox You are giving up
fight, and vou wish to throw the respon
litv on the Minister.

Hox., . W, H. FOWLES: He was pre-
pired to continue the fight. and he was

epared to continue it the previous daw
the DMinister stopped business and ad-
rmed at 6 o’clock. The Minister had told
netn that the Bill must go through in its
esent form.
The SrcrReTARY FOR Mines: T did not savw
at; T said we had considered all the
ndments, and were opposed to them.

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: What was the
> of debating the amendments if the Go-
vernment were going to oppose them? It
was an 1b~ohxte] wrong attitude for the
Llinister to take up when he said that he
would not accept any amendment.

Hon. I. Perer: When
shrutal o omajority. you
whatever vou wished.
Hon, P, J. Leany: It was not & “ brutal
rajority: it was an intelligent majority.
Clause put and passed.

inclusive, put and

vou had
pushed th

vour
cugh

Claunses 21 to 34, put and passed.
Clause 35— Regulations ’—
Hox. P. J. LEAHY :
page 19 read—
“1The Governor  in Council may in
such regulations impose a penalty not
exceeding two hundred pounds for any
breach thereof.”

The first paragraph

He could guite understand. though he might
object, to a high penalty being specified in
an Act of Parliament. but he did think it
was unfair that the Governor in Council
should be permitted to impose a penalty of
£200 for what, perhaps. afrer all. might he
arsrely a venlal offence, .

Hon. T. L. Joxes: Do vou know that
me thfl(‘\ up to £400 have bean actuaily
dmposed under the British Act?

)
3
s

IV : In Englang thers
T [

1 bur the difficulsy i
and was to find that profiteering
Another point was: Were tioss

pena‘no\ in the Imperial Act inserted in
regulations or embodied in the Aect its
The penalty would not be so objectionab
if it was embodied in the Act: but ever
it were in the Act he still said the anzuu
was too high. He thought a maximum of
£20 would be quite sufficient. If the M
ter would not agree to accept the suggestios

i3

of cous it was no use pressing if.

Hon. T. L. Joxes: The regulations must
come before both Houses of Parliament.

Hox., P. J. LEAHY : Parliament might be
in recess for six months.

Hon. T. L. Jovrs: Fancy suggesti

maximum penalty of £20 for such an offency

Hox. P. J. LEAHY: He thought £20
would be sufficient: but if the hon. wgent
man thought it was too low, he had”:
objection to making it higher.

Hon. T. L. Jox I do not thi
iz toc much.

Hox. P. J. LEAHY : Take the c o
small storvekeeper who mwh‘f be & retur
soldier; or take the case of a small
run by a widow—a penalty of Z200

ruin etther of them.

Hon. T. L. Joxes: You don’t think tin
court would impose a penalry of £200 in suci
cases?

oy, P. J. LEAHY: They knew ths
imperfections of human nature and I not
know w hat the court might do. He had }mm
eal to do with courts. as he. assisved
by another. had presided over a court fur
eight vears. 3 maximunt penalty of
should be guite sufficient.

Hon. T. Nevitr: This iz the same pe-nalpv
as in the Sherman Anti-Trust Act 1ia
America.

Hox. P. J.

k)
a good d
a gooa

-
Y

LEAHY: There were much
more serious offences dealt with under bhs
Sherman Anti-Trust Act than there were
under the Bill. They knew ,mmegtlv wel:
that there were no trusts in Queensland. such
as thers were in America. 1f the Minister
did not like to reduce the penalty, nothing
more need be said about it, but he was
\atbﬁed that it was unreasonable and unfair
that, for a paltry offence, it should be within
the power of any mao'latrate whose Iiver
might be out of order, to impose such &
heavy penalfy.

Hox. H. G. McPHAIL: Personally, ne
thought the penalty mentioned in the c’iause
was not by any means an exireme one. 1ors
pmtlcululv when thev took into considera-
tion that profiteering v not indulged in
sn much by the small shopkeeper as by the
big combine. Recently. he had read a cabﬁ
i one of the papers which said thas -
ties amounting altogether to £3.500 had be
inflicted upon a firm in England for ;
fiteering., That showed that in Engl
they had very great powers for the z)wpo‘e
of putting down profiteering. and when
Hon. Mr. Leahr said thar there was ne
profiteering in Queensland

Hon. ?A J. Leamv:
tell me where it is.

I should ik

_and thers was power 1T
h profiteering if it were found
Hon. H. G. McPhail]



Profitecriiy

was not
eavy penalties for first
¢ was a sccond breach the pensity
s heavier. He was quite satisfied that the
who would have 10 impose pernalties
fhat measure would act in a sensible
the case in the ordinary courts,
- a small pepaltv for a first oﬁon(e,
i then. if thev found the profiteers wer
f;eﬁanx, tmv would inflict severe pmenalties.
Personally, he thought a penaliy of £2.000
wid not be sufficient in the case of some
hose who were proﬁteehng to-dav. The
_provided in the Bill was only a
reasonable one.

. PAGE-HAXIFY :
= Stlanlmg at a
allowed a camel.
nd provisien made for o penaley
o by quibble about the

» in Council having power under the
ions to inflict a p(ﬂualty of £2007?

B

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: He did
wase 1o accept the suggested amend-
i hi individuai

The Hon, Mr.
gnat, and had
In clause 12,

expr mg nls own
thought the maximunr penalty
in the clause was nor sufficiently

To deal with the profiteering that was
 on in this State and tln(mr'hmn the
wealth, the penalty should be very
enormity of the erime was great,
the k)(’ddh" should he severe. A vnu\i-
mum penalty of £20 would encourage 2 ople
tz' cammir the offence and then pay the fine,

Hon. T. L. Joxes: That is often done.
SECRETARY FOR MINES: He
to  point out that the Bl was

tas on  equity and m&tme £206 was
the maximum penalty, and the court might
wfiict a penalty of only £5 He would
rather accept an_ amendment making the
maximum penalty higher. As to the retwrned

midler and poor widow argument used by
the hon, gentleman, that was mere camou-
flage. The Bill sought to protect the
returned soldier against the profiteers.

Hon. P. J. LEesBY: Several returned
soldiers ave now keeping shops.

The RECRETARY FOR MINES: When
speaking on the second reading he had
yroved that there had been greater profiteer-

ug in Queensland during the period of the
war than ever there was previously.

Hen. P. J. Lesgy: You never
szuything of the kind.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: He
nucted the figures in connection with the
,astoral companies, and showed that from
i814 to 1818 they had increased their profits
from  £2.000,000 to £4.000.000. Probably,
they were quite within the law in doing so.
However, a drastic disease deserved a drastic
remedv. Two hundred pounds was the
maximum penalty, and he agreed with his
iriends who said it was not high enough.
They might amend the clause and increase
it

Hox. P. J. LE—XHY: He was tired of
hearing about the ‘‘remorseless profiteer.”
They had had it in the Governor's Speech
@t the opening of the session. He was also

tired of the Minister talking
[7.30 p.m.] about profiteering pastoral com-

panies.  Surely the hon. gentle-
man knew that, if the pastoral companies
were making profits, they were selling their
meat and wool in the open market on the
c‘her side of the world, and that was not

[Hon. H. G. McPhail.

proved

Prevention Bill,

sland.

with
1d ask
hu]l. nember
cut where there

They were
profiteering
the Hon.
on the o
wdas

uealiA

1o
=3

C\aeenshn ou
McPhail or any
side  to ‘70117'(
profiteering in Queensland.

Hon T. L. Joxes: We want to pa
Biil 1o find that our

Hox. P. J. LEAHY : At the present time
there was no proof rhat there was any pro-
fireeving in Queensland.  The Government
i that there was, and then they pro-
the Bill to authorise them ¢
mmcmt a Commissioner to go round and
find out where it was.

The SECRETsRY FOr Mives: There is pro-
fireering 1'1 fiour at the present time. O e
mm of millers made a profit of £8,000 in on

any

(ldV.
Hox. P. J. LEAHY: He challenged any
hon. member apposite to produce any proci

that profiteering exisred. It might be found,
and he did not object to sending a Commnis
siomer round to find out if it dld exist. The
Bill was simply introduced for party pur
poses. The Government could have availe
themselves of the provisions of the Contrcl.
af Trade Art if thev had any real desire 1o
deal with profiteering. but ‘simply because
thar Act was passed brx a Liberal Govern-
ment they would not use it.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
nieasure,

Hox. P. J. LEAHY : The Hon, Mr. Page-
Hanify, w ho frequently and foolishly adoplem
the role of lecturer in that Chamber. had
pointed out that clause 12 previded for =
maximum penalty of £1,000, He (Mr. Leaby)
had intended to move a reduction in that
pena;t\‘ but after he and his friends found
that the Minister wantonly refused to accept
any amendments, they decided to wash their
hands of the Bill. and so he let the £1,000-
go. But he would direct the hon. member's
attention to the fact that under clause 2.
the maximum penalty in the case of a retail
trader was £100—the £1,000 did not apply
to the retail trader. Yet under clause 35,
the Government could, by 1egulat10n increase
the maximum penaltv pavable by the l‘etaﬂer
to £200. If his arguments fell on deaf ear
it was useless contmulng the discussion.

Hon. T. L. Joxes: You did not circulate
any amendment to reduce the £1,000 in:
clause 12.

Hox. P. J. LEAHY: He had the right
to move an amendment without cireulating
it.

Clause put and pe

(lauses 36 and 37 put and passed.

The (ouncil resumed. The CHAIRNAN
reported the Bill with amendments, and the
report was adopted.

That was & war

TrirD REsDING.
SECRETARY FOR MINES moved—
*That the Bill be now read a third

time.”’

Hox, P. J. LEAHY: I am not opposing
the motion to read the Bill a third time, but
I wish to make a few observations. In my
judgment the Bill is unnecessary: there is.
no évxdence of any profiteering in Queens-
and : if it does exist. for the past six months,
. the Government have had ample
to deal with it under the Contrel of

The




Loand Tax Act
have t ¢ to do that;
proj teering  de exist, it has
for the last six months hecause the

sent would not apply the Lontlol of
because it was passed by their

They sre now putting through

Bill,” with exceedingly heavy
aith rrh the Bill will not be cue
effective than the Conurel of Trade
¢ whole thing is ta rent and
sncere, and intended to deceive the public

There is no evidence that profiteering exists.
Iv

1t

no objection 1o
vor opposed to
the martter: but I feel con-
when this Bill comes into
little profiteering will be
and ro exist in Queensland. It certainiy
rot exist In connection with the pro-

the farmer. It dees not exist in
on with the catrle that ave sold in
ards. There may be zome profiteering

exist,
our,
into
thart,

ation, very.

there is
and I am

does
St

oss

ke Government are concerned, hecauss
stand they Lhm’m exorbitant prices
: sh and hides. 1 believe the Go-

fiteer to a far greater extent
1 any private individual. The Minister and
friends must know that nearly all articles
ni wearing apparel and certain portions of
}:ocﬁ—t}\e uppers, for instance—ave imported
aversees, 20 that we have no control
those thing:. which have doubled and
| in price of recent vears. [ am per-
isinterested, as I am nor engaged in
Ming to the public anything that will be

affected by this Bill. In the nature of things
the prices of imported commodities have
gene up very much owing to the mgher

i at home and the exchange with

The prices of imported goods are
in many cases three and four times the pre-
war level, and consequently the trader must
charge groportionarely more than he did
the war. But that is because of the
prices in the old world. People who
understand the facts sav that there
is lnomemmz here, but I have been unable
to find that any greater profits are being
made now by rtraders in Queensland than
were made before the war.

. A, HINCHCLIFFE: What is profiteering ?

Hox, P. J. LEAHY : There is no definition
sfiteering in the Bill.

noet

of
~Hen, A, Hixcrcuirre:  What is your
definition 7

Hox, P. J. LEAHY: I am mnot called

ut to give a definition. When I am lead-
ing the Government in this Chamber, as I
n;")‘ oe domg some day, I may answer a
o

m'
i
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Q ’?h()!l put and passed
The Bill was passed. and ordered to be
returned to the Assembly by message in the
S

iUl 1orm.

T.ANI

TAX ACT AMENDMENXNT

SECcOND READING.

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: I
shafl be very brief in moving the second
veading of this Bill, which is “a Bill to
further amend the Land Tax Act of 1915 in
certain particulare.” Hon. gentlemen oppo-
are never rired of accusing this Govern-

BILL.

ire

e

to mtmduce legislation
way reduce taxastion or
s a mere

[19 FeEBRUARY.]

Amendmeni Bill. 3175

FOR JMINES: The
is to tax those:
<t atford to pay. Our policy is
work or industry, but to relieve
le from rtaxation those who
useful occupations, like the
true that the Land

SECRETARY
Government

this

in

e on me land. It
Tax Act of 1915 taxed all those persons whe

are en

and above the
valuz of £300. We propose
Bill—and I ask hon. gentlemen.
clause 2—t0 reduce the tax on
Is of an unimproved value of
Under the present Act, if the
I nd is less than £500, the tax
cach and every £1, and over £500
than £1.000, 14d. in each and every
1. We intend to relieve the small land-
er—the agriculturist—by inserting in the
€ wor(
" 1f the taxable value is less than £500,
: nny in each and every £1,
over £300 and up to £750, one penny in
each and every £1.7
Bill under which taxation is
re are further amendments of
this Bill. The penalty, for
defauls under the Act 18 at

awned ee‘lold landg over
unimproved

thiz

k at

i3 one
ed. T
Act under
ior

the
Lnstance,
present simply the payment of the tax due.

VWe think that the pendltv for a wilful
cdefault or omission should be the payment
of double the amount of the tax: but, if the
Commissioner 1 tisfied that the taxpayer
is not guilty of any wilful default or omis-
sion, and has not done any act with intent
to defraud the revenue, he may vemit the
whole or any part of the tax.
Hon, P. J. LEsry: Which clause is that?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That
is in the second paragraph of clause 6. It
is not in the original Act. Therefore. the
Land Tax (,onnms\loner will have power,
In the case of a person not being wilfully
guilty, to remit the whole of the tax.

Hon. P. J. Lesny: Could you tell us what
amount will be remitted under this Bill, as
compared with the existing law?

The SECRETARY FuR MINES: He
may remit the whole or half the amount,
computed at the ordinary rate.

Hon. P. J. LesHy: I want to know how
much less revenue you expect to receive
under this Bill. How much are you giving
these men?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We
expect to receive a good deal less revenue
from the agriculturist who is engaged in
utilising the Tand.

Hen., P. J. Lesny: Cannot you give the
Couneil some idea? They quoted the figures.
in another place.

The bE(,RETARY FOR MINES: The
hon. gentleman knows that when the Bill is
in Committee 1 shall be able to give the
figures, The Income Tax Commissioner will
then be here, and he will be able to give the
details.

Hon. P, J. LEsHY :
it will be all right.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I
would be out of crder if I referred to the
clauses in derail. I just want to speak on
the of the Bill. The
; ~vthing possible
ation of land.
have not «done:

So long as you do that

You

Hon. 4. J. Jones.]
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The SECRETA ¥
effect of the land tax has

Hon. P. J. Leany: I are
wrong; it is a crushing bur

The SECRETARY FOR \II\E?: Thart
has a bearing on our railwavs. feve
that. if the owners of the vacant fre d

lands along our railway lines were compe
to put it to a proper hon. =entlen
opposite would not be able to say that ti
railways do not pay.

Hon. J. Leaay: They cannot aford to
pay labour to do it: they are so hard up.

The SECRETARY FOR MINESR: Under
the Act an absentee—a person who iz absent
from Australia—has an Q‘L‘DIDUOY‘ oi £300.

Bill we do
absentee. If a
absent from Australia owns
land, he will have to p
undeveloped land, and ‘that iz  unorhe
method of bringing the land into proper nse,
We claim that a person who lives ourside
Australia and who takes up land for specu-
fative purposes, and holds 1t while his more
industrious neighbour. or the State. enhances

but under this
exempt an

not

its value, he shall pay for thar privi by
way of a land tax, and there shall he no
exemption allowed. Hon. members may sav
that that is repudiation. They may just as

well use the argument of repudiation on this

Bill as upon auy other. Previously. there
was an exemption made to tl‘at clazs of
pecple. I expect hon. gentlemen opposire
will accuse the Government of Aenudvauon
in that direction: but that iz = und  in
principle. Unforrunately, ouv land laws
allowed certain persons to take up land for
speculative purposes under s old condi-
tional form of J‘ttlen\e]’r selectis

Much
of that land has been a bhreeding £

. P.J. Leany:

This countrs

The SECRETARY FOR JINEYR: <Yes.
we are trying to eradicate some them
now. (Government laughter.)

Hon. P. J. Lrauv: You
ceeded. Your pricklyv-pear

not amounted fo much so far. On this

we are constantly fighting it.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We
have done more in a practical wav for tb
eradication of prickly-pear than any other
Government,

GOVERNMENT MEeMBERS : Henr, heat !
The SECRETARY FOR JINESR

is a bold and genuine atrempt to
thing which will eradicate $he pear.

Hon. P. J. Leagy: The pear has grown
more since you came intc office.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The

hon. gentleman should go and see what
being done before he criti 3
pose that no one haz had o
sneers in this Chamber about
mine than I have. Hon. gentlemen
acquaint themselves with what we
before they criticise. when we are doing our
t to rid Queensland of its worst pe

Hon. P. J. Leany: The prickiv
inereased while you have been in ofra.
-cannot get over that.

The SECRETARY FOR

hon. gentleman's party wers

[Hon. 4. J. Jones.

[COUNCILT A

the ey

and never made anhy attemph
It iz a legacy handed a:)w:L

forts-five vears
tao cu.(tht“ it

oL by the squatter Go‘einmez}t I hope
thet something mayv be done to clear our
valuable lands of the pest. I kuow some

th about the conditions of the people wha
live on that class of land. There are few
public men in this Council and elsewhere
m Queensland who do not realise the serious-
ness of our valuable lands becoming overrun
with prickly-pear. We shall very snortly be
able to produce all the poiszon we require
with which to eradicate the pest. That is
the only practical effort that has been made
to deal with the pest. Unfortunately, thers
are other pests in Queensland, but I wonld
be out of orvder in referring to them. I
think the absentee landowner, e\pecmﬂv
when absent from his own country. should
have no exemption in regard to his land
tax, but those lapdowners who are utilising
the land should have the reasonable exemp-
tion which is allowed. I shall be very
pleased to give hon. gentlemen more infor-
mation when the Bill gets into Committee
I will keep my word: I have no desire to
go into Committee to-night. If hon. gentle-
men will be contented with that promise, I
will agree to get the second reading through
to-night. I have, therefore, much pleasure
in moving that the Bill be now read a second
time.

Hox. P. J. LEAHY : I think that this is
the only Bill dealing with taxation that has
been mtm(luced into this Chamber during
the ved which 18 not open to
some strong objection. It professes to do a
great deal. bur it does not do much; still,
I admit. because I am always, like other
hon. members on this side, willing to recog-
nize facts, that it confers some advantage
on the small landowner, but I do not think
the advantage is very much. Speaking from
memory with regard to the debates in another
place. T think that the total sum which it
1z expected to remit owiug to the decreased
taxatrion under this Bill, as compared with
ting law, does not amount to more
than £5.000. which is not a great deal when
distributed over the whole of Queensland.
Srill. it is something, and when we know the
capacity of this Government for taxation, we

ave thankful for small mercies. It is very
nmiuel better that there should be
{8 p.m.] some slight reduction in the caze

of those areas of land the valus
of which does not exceed £750 than that
e ~hould be an increase. Whilst I am,
alwavs have been. reluctant to a*nibun
tives, I cannot help thinking that this
to enable the Government to

done just
v to the farmer, “*Look how we are
removing your bu irdens ! Look what we have

for you!" The ordinary farmer will
know thar it iz only about £5,008 for
whole of Queensland: still, thai does
make the farmer's position worse, bur
and thexe can be no oppos 1#10& 0
that portion of the Bill The
referred. in the course of hiz remar
the question of the absentee. I do not hold
anv brief for the absentee. I have
been much of an absentee myself,
have been onlyv two or three months o
the Rtate for the Iast twenty wears
after all, the absentee has some rights.

done
nor
the
not
better,

are always anxious to get money “from the
Du3entee

The S For Mines: We are paying
for it, ¢




Adjournment.

v. P.J. LEAHY: Ves. we pay for it
tth the Gov roment 12x the absentee
the income derived from his money. Bu
t I particularly wish to refer to is the
wation of the Minister that members on
s side would describe the s
.z with absentees as repudiation. I do not
(‘Lba it as anything of the kind. We
ide hne never contended that, if
i ased or lowered. tlmr iz repu-
diation. 126 we recoguise the right of
Parliament to impose whatever t ation may
Repudiation only comes in
ere there ave two parties to an agreement,
1 one of them breaks that agreement, as
a4 the case of the agreementis between the
crament an ll@ 1)a~t01dl "{D(l (”JZ}.DD
ees. Taking this measure as = whole, I
not see any objection to second
reading.

Question-—That the Bill be now read a
ond time—-put and passed.
The consideration of the Bill in Commitiee
made an Order of the Dav for to-
DTrOW,

e ....—.—H,ﬂoh,

ORDER OF BUSINESS.
SECRETARY FOR MINES: I
swwe—That Orders of the Day N and
4 be postponed until after the consideration
of Order of the Day No. 5. After *hat Order
is disposed off I am agreeable to adjourn.
I think that will meet the convenience of
hon. gentlemen. who have had rather a
r‘&muom and exciting day.

Hox. P. J. LEAHY: I should like to
1 under the motice of the Minister the
act that Order No. § is a resumption of the
adjourned debate on the motion for the
asvroval of the plan of the proposed railway
o Xald\ Burketown from Dobbvn to Myally
reck. A number of the members who con-
tuted the Select Committee appointed to
»pori upon that railway arve not present this
ening, and I think that in their absence
e Minister might take some other busine
nd deal with that matter to-morrow after-
n when those members are present. 1
sure thev would have bheen here thi~
evining if they had known that this busines
w.ould be proczeded with to-nighrt.

~The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I
Lould nor like to take any point on hon.
bers who sat with me on the Select
£, as the leader of the
me members of that
unirtee ave absent. T will certainly agree
t: the proposal 10 adjourn the marter til &
{+tzr sitting,  With the permission of the
Council. T will ask Jeave to withdraw ti
Rl }O i,
Metion, by leave, withdrawn.

e

Committee: and
Cpposition states,

ADJOURNMENT,

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I
~ove—That the Council do now adjourn.
business to-morrow will be the
second reading of the Brisbane Exhibition
La 0 Leases Bill. to be followed by the
ond reading of the Discharged Soidiers’
trlement Act Amendment Bill. the Land
t Amendmen? B.l, then consideration
Committee of the Ldlld % Act Amend-
r Bill, and Y dings of
in Roads Mining Ac
mendment Bi

Question nut and

-

The Council
t 8 o'clock
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