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Adjournment.

[ASSEMBLY ] Supply.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

WeDxEsDAY, 11 Fesrvary, 10920.

The Sresker (Hon. W. Bertram, Moree
took the chair at half-past 3 o'cloek pun.

SUPPLY.

Resvurnioxy oF ConmitTee—TexTu
Avnnorren Day.

(Mr. Swmith, Mackay, in the ehair.)
Question—That  £27,177 be granted for

" Department of Agriculture and Btock—

Chief Office ""—stated.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURID
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Faeham): When the
sitting closed last night T was just explain-
ing the ieasons for the increased vote ihis
vear. 1 was saying that there were substan-
tial inereases to practically all the officers,
as preceribed by the classification of general
officers by AMr. Story, ITon. members will
notice that the amount is less a deduction
aof £2,000 for work performed by officers in
the head office for various trust funds. The
ameunt is made up as follows :—Dizeases in
Stack and Disenses in Plants Acts, £81,350;
Sugar Experiment Stations Act, £50: Regu-
lution of Bugar Cane Prices Aet, 2600, The
item  of wages, travelling expenses, eto,
shows a reduction of 2250,

Mp, CORSER (Hurnctt): This is the
reatest depavtment, or ane of the greatest
departments, of the State. The sudorss of
the whaole State depends upon produciion,
and production depends upon its nursing hy
the Agricultural Depurtrient. We have quite
a number of experts in the various branches
of our rural pursuits—men who have beer
trained and aecquired a great knowledge in
all that pertains to the information necossary
to father an increase in our general produc-
tion. Probably the greatest factor towards
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bringing about success in that direction is
the practical and theoretical training in
agriculture of cur young men, and our young
women too. It is for us to say whether the
Agricultural Department is fully alive to that
fact, and to say whether what it is doing
in that direction is sufficient. Our Agricul-
tural College has been established for a
number of years,

Mr. KirwaN: You were a student of that
college ?

Mr., CORSER: Yes, and I stand to the
credit of that institution. (Laughter.) But
it was not at that time administered by the
present Government, The Stock Departmoent
of Queensland should be a very big factor,
and one that we should encourage In every
way, considering the big part 1t plays iu
our industries. We know that our
cattle industry depends upon the export of
our beef, to a great extent, and our sheep
industry depends upon the export of ocur
mutton as well as the future development
of woollen factories in Australia. So it is
to be hoped that the department, sooner or
later, will play a far greater part in the
affairs of Queensland than at present. We
know that Queensland covers a great area and
has varied climates, and we want very great
experience to enable us to use the veried
soils and climates to the greatest sdvantage.
We are not dealing with one small country,
with one soil, and one climate. There
fore, our Agricultural Chemist’s Department
should be used to the greatest extent, and
should be available to persons in every part
of the State, so that the true values of the
soils and the influence of the climatic condi-
tions should be made known gratis to all
those who wish to make their living from
the land.

One of the greatest functions of the depart-
ment is no doubt assistance in research work.
Particularly might this be said in respect to
resistance to disease in stock. If we had
more encouragement in these times among
the gentlemen who are at the head of the
various branches, I think we could do much
to save our stock along that line, and so
save to the people of Queensland millions
of money as the years go hy. We know that
we are losing every year a tremendous amount
of stock through ignorance of the means of
dealing with diseases. Certain branches of
the department go in for the preparation
of vaccine to prevent discase, but nor to
any very great extent does the people’s con-
fidence rest in the use of such vaccines.
Something might be done to stimulate the
confidence of people in the department, and
I would be at all times willing to assist such
steps in the interest of the State.

The activities of the department might
also be employed along the lines of the
extermination of pests, and I think we might
easily wake up some of the branches in this
respect. If the entomologist and vegetable
pathologist’s office 1s to be run in the same
way as at present, there will not be much
chance of getting very much of a move on.
The greatest encouragement should be given
to those who are investigating cane diseases
and fruit diseases and all other diseases that
are causing such havoe in our rural indus-
tries. Even in a good season quantities of
fruit are lost to the producer owing to the
fact that Queensland, unfortunately, is har-
bouring teo many pests in every section of
our agricultural and stock industries.
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Another direction in which greater con-
sideration might be given is preparation for
drought. I do not know that the Depart-
ment of Agriculture has done anything very
great in this direction in the past. We know
that they are contemplating the extensien of
the system of supplying silos, but I do not
know whether the greater primary assistance
is being given to the individual to enable him.
to secure water on his holding. I do not:
know that it would not be a matter thas
the Agricultural Department could well
handle in the interests of the farmers, particu-
larly now that there must be some inspec-
tion in connection with those who maks
application for assistance under the regula-
tions to the Co-operative Agricultural Produs-
tion and Advances to Farmers Act, 1914 1o
1919. I do not know that the department
could not just as well handle the question of
providing water to individuals without going
in for any very great irrigation scheme. The
prevention of disease, conservation of fodder,
and the providing of water are three great
things that should be tackled by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Stock to a far
greater degree than has ever been attempted
by the department under any Government in
the State up to the present time. In the
past, on every occaston I have had the
opportunity of speaking on this vote, I have
not spared the department in the criticisms
that I thought due, not probably because of
any fault on the part of the officials of the
departinent, but probably we are to blame
because of the small amount we appropriate
towards the expenses of the department. We-
must realise that there is a very small amount
appropriated. No doubt, there is an increase-
this year, but that increase is probably neces-
sary owing to the administration of the
various Acts.

Mr. PereRsoN : I would like to see the vote
four times as large.

Mr. CORSER : I would like to see a very
great increase in the amount voted, in the
hope that the department would take chief
place amongst the departments of the State,
as 1t would then be able to fulfil all that is
expected ‘of it. I will always support any
increase in the vote for this department when
necessary.

Mr. O’SviLivay: And then charge the
Government with extravagance.

Mr. CORSER: It is not extravagance to
do anything that will increase production. I
do not think it extravagance to do something:
towards investigating diseases in our plan:
and stock life in Queensland or towards mak--
ing the life of the man in the bush a happy
one; or towards making possible an earlier
return for the work he does. Such expendi-
ture could not he considered wasteful, as it
would be advantageous to the city and
country dweller alike. We must remember
that what is the producers’ gain is no man’s
loss. The calling is not popular enough in
Queensland, In some countries, particularly
in Victoria, the rural population enjoy far
better conditions than in this State.

Mr. O’'Svrnivan: Then why do they come
up here?

Mr, CORSER: The Victorian rural people
are being crushed out. Victoria is not in the
happy position occupied by Queensland, which:
holds & huge amount of cheap land. Vie-
torian lands are well filled and very expen-
sive. We are not advocating extensive areas
of very expensive lands here, but what I do
say is that we should encourage our rurak

Mr. Corser.]
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industries and make the calling more popular
than 1t is at the present time. Whatever
we can do in that direction should be done.
We should be careful, too, that the develop-
ment of our industries is not hampered by
the introduction of imitations. I really see
a serious danger in margarine being con-
sumed in Australia to the great detriment of
wour dairying industry. We know that the
dairying industry is responsible for all the
new settlements throughous the State. If we
had not the great co-operative system that
we have established in Queensland we could
not have got along in the way we have; we
-could not have established as we have done
a real solid dairying industry. I hope the
Minister will take whatever sleps are
essential to protect the dairying industry
against the margarine manufacturers. I
Jknow there are many places where margarine
is being eaten in place of butter, even in this
community to-day. I notice under the regu-
lations that have been framed to enable
:people to secure advances under the Co-opera-
tive Agricultural Production and Advances to
Farmers Act that there are some matters that
do not go towards promoting encouragement
to the people who want advances. Under
the form for security for advances I notice
that the security that is desired is an
unknown factor. I notice that under the Act
the Minister can accept even a letter or a
wstatement as sufficient security; but, unfortu-
nately, the regulations as drawn up are more
cast-iron like, and no pavment of the whole
-or any portion of the advance shall be made
by the Minister until due security therefor
has been given to the satisfaction of the
Governor in Council in the case of a com-
pany, or to the satisfaction of the Minister
in the case of a farmer, dairy farmer, or
sheep farmer, as the case may be; and no
security shall be deemed due security unless
it includes also the progeny of any stock
:secured on an advance under the Act. That
is not a very lenient provision. Or—
“By way of lien on wool; or by way
of lien on crops of all kinds.”
‘Then, in connection with the branding of
live stock, the regulations provide
‘“All pigs, sheep, or dairy cattle pur-
chased by means of any advance under
these Acts, together with the progeny of
the same during the continuance of the
security, shall be marked by the
borrower—-—""
I do not know that that is essential. A man
«cannot trade as he should be able to trade.
It is essential to trade in stock as oppor-
tunity offers. They can ask the Minister
whether they may sell or not.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The
Minister’s permission will not be withheld
‘80 long as the security is safe.

Mr. CORSER: With a fluctuating market
‘the Minister may not always consider it safe
in a certain district, whereas those living in
another area may know that it was safe. I
-do not think the regulations are free enough
to enavle the hest to be got out of the deal.
No stock can be taken on agistment in con-
nection with a property on which is running
a certain number of eattle secured for money
borrowed under this Act, so I do not know
that the regulations as drawn up are in
keeping with the spirit of the Act. I think
the Act is more lenient than the regulations,
and I fear that it will not be of the advan-
tage that I sincerely hope it will be. If there
is anything that should be done by the

[Mr. Corser.
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Agricultural Department, it is to give encour-
agement to those who have had a bad time
through the drought. I was hopeful that a
million or so from Loan Funds would have
been made available to assist those farmers
who have lost their stock, whether it be
cattle, sheep, or horses, and to_essist people
to find water, and also to provide assistance
to men to improve their farms by increas-
ing their areas of grass lands by serub fell-
ing, and to increase the supply of water in
all directions. I was hoping that an amount
of money would be available for these pur-
poses, as well as for the conservation of

fodder.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
second portion of time had expired.

Mr. O’SULLIVAN (Kennedy): I would
like to call the Minister’s attention to the
need of establishing an agricultural college
in the North, where we have country suitable
for the growing of tropical crops. More than
half the area of Queensland is within the
tropics, and to do justice to the North and
Centre we should have an agricultural college
devoted purely to tropical research and the
growing of tropical crops. Take cotton, for
imnstance. Cotton can be grown in the North
very successfully. In my electorate some
years ago cotton was grown in the Southern
Cross district, and if we went in more for
the growing of tropical products it would le
to the benefit of Queensland and would help
to populate the North.

Mr. Corser: What about the Kamerunga
State Farm at Cairns? Could they not put
students there?

Mr. O’SULLIVAN: That is where they
grow coffee. Cotton can be grown south of
Cairns, and grown successfully right along
the belt from Ravenswood Junction almost to
Hughenden, and it would be a good thing
if the Government were to demonstrate to
the people the profits accruing from cofton-
growing. As we know, cotton has_increased
very much in price of late, and we in Queens-
land should reap some of the benefits to be
derived from the high price of cotton. I
hope the Government will take that into
consideration and go in for demonstration
plots around Charters Towers and in the
Kennedy district. Mining has gone down
there, and we want to keep the population in
the North, and to do that the people want
every encouragement from the Government.
The Government should demonstrate what
are the most profitable crops to grow in the
North, Population has not increased in the
North owing to the fact that they have not
gone in for agriculture. There is too much
of dragging people into the cities in the
Southern portion of the State, and the popula-
tion of the North is not increasing as it
should owing -to the want of proper protec-
tion and owing to the people not growing
those crops which the country is fitted to

grow. 'Tobacco could be grown

[4 p.m.] in the North, too. It has been

growing in the Bowen electorate
for years, and there are parts of the
Kennedy electorate which could be devoted
to it. When the tobacco expert was up
there, some fourteen or fifteen years ago, he
demonstrated that there was soil there which
could grow a certain class of tobacco profit-
ably. Then there is the sisal hemp industry.

My. Guxy: You don’t hang anybody now;
you don’t want hemp.
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Mr, VSULLIVAN : To hear hon. members
anposite anvone would think that the Dar-
fing Downs was the huly of the universe,
and that there was nothing outside it. We
have beautiful country in the North which
would grow nearly evervthing, There iz no
doubt n Lot of our tropical eountry will be
growing wheat on the dry farming principle
in the fuiure.

Mr. Brssrxerox : Too expensive.

Mr, O'SULLIVAN: Country which gan
grow beautiful grass like that up there
will prow wheat, with a proper way of
looking after it

Mr, Bessiscros: There is a difference in
the expense in growing wheat and growiog
grass.

Mr. <FSCLLIVAN; It doss not take as
much to-day 10 grow a bushel of wheat
as it did years ago. Under present cou-
ditions you can garner & bushel of wheat
for something like 63d. a bushel, whereas
fifty vears ago it cost 3=, or 4s, One man can
do move work to-day than half a dozen men
-aould do then,

Mr. Besmixveros : Yoo have had no experi-
ence. (o and try it

Mr, OSULLIVAN: The hon. gentleman
has been asleep, Te goes along in the
same old way his grandfather went. We
have modern machinery to make it possible
4o cheapen production. We can go in for
%:mwm;a. oranges and fruits like that in the

orth.,  Reund about Broughton there are
some of the best oranges which are grown
in Queensland, These things require to be
made public so that people can (anv what
“‘they are doing. and how to proceed in order
to supply the markets of the northern town-
ghips and eities. T hope the Minister will
see his way clear to do as 1 have asked.
I advocated the establishment of agrieul-
tural plots in different parts of the North
sears ago when we were in opposition, I
impressed  upon  the Agrioultural Depart-
ment then the need for 1t. We need it just
as much now. and I am sure the sympathetie
Minister we have now in office will do all
he ean in that direction.

Mr, BEBBINGTON (Drayton): The hon.
member remarked how cheaply wheat could
be garnered. T might inform him thal ane
af these raachines he talks about eosts £150
for a starr, The hon. member seems 1o think
these things are very easy. They are, until
you tev them. Men like the hon, member,
wha decry eonpital and want to buest the
whale thing wp, will' put us back te the
dave of Adam. Yet ther talk about garner-
ing prain by the latest machinery, when
they are decrying capital all the time. I
am rather surprized at the small inerease
in thiz vore, As the hon, member for Bur-
nett =aid, this should be one of our most
important departments. T am oot blaming
this Government any more than past Go-
vernments,  The Agvicultural Department
hins been neglocted under past Governments
for many years.  Agriewlture has not taken
the place it ovght in Queensland. There is
an inerepse of only £11,000, 1 would like
to know if the officers of that depariment
received the same consideration as have
officers of other departments. Take the
Chiof Tnzpector of Stock. T see a very
amall inerease iz down for himi T am quite
aure it does not make up for the increased
wost of living. Tt is not more than about
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5 per cent. or b per ¢ent.. and the cost of
living has pone up between B0 per cent.
and 70 per cent, We want to treat these
officers fairly, The seeurity of any nation
lies in the land,

My, Cottiss: Hear, hear!

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Any couniry which
does not build its foundations upon the land
is bnilding in the air, aod is bound fo come
down. One thing L moest certainly objeek
to is that in the early years, when there
was o small expenditure, cortain special taxes
were pub upon the man on the land to meet
the extra expenses under the Brands Act
and other things, Those specisl taxes, at the
sresent  time, amount to something  like
546,000 or £50,000.

Mr. Cortixs: What taxes are they?

Mr. BERBBINGTON : Thev will be found
under the Special Trust Funds at page 114
The amount last vear was £51,695 and thia
vear it is £46,390. 1 maintain that the
whole of this special taxation should be
merged into the Agricultural Department,
and put on the general taxation. When we
have a factory inspector in the cities his
expenses are not charged to the industries to
which they are dur, There is only the calling
of the agriculfurist which has to pay for
the whole of the servives to the other people
of the State, and then be singled out sepa-
rately to stand the whale of the expense of
the administration of nn_vﬂli!if vonnected
with agrieulture. We were told that if we
had a land tax all these small taxes would
ba merged into the general revenue. PBut
every one of those still remains on the
primary producers, und they are still on
the incremse, excepting in the case of last
vear, when there was some special reason
for a reduction. The unique position of the
primary producer ealls for speeial considera-
vion., He has fo produee in the highest
market, under the greatest expense, and he
has to sell his products in the cheapest free
trade markets of the world, We are pro-
dueing double the mmount of stuff the people
of Australia can consume.  We have to
expart it to o free trade market. The people
in Californin hove n market of 100,000.000
people, and thay are in a very different

position. We have to import a lot of our
implements and wearing apparel, under a
very high tariff. That is one of the diffi-

eulties with which the agricultural industry
has tn eontend, T wanr now to refer to
something which espocially interests Queens-
land, and of which T do nat think sufficient
notiee has been taken, Thar is the work of
the department in abolishing  the cattle
ticks. Weo konw that eatfle cannof fatten if
they are tick infested,  As for dairyieg, we
know perfectly well that if they have any
ticks they will take at least 25 per cent., if
not 80 per cent., of the milk. We know that
the cattle will die very quickly when a dry
season enmes on if they are tick infested.
T um one of those who have not the slightest
doubt that the catrle tick can be driven
from Queensland if we go the right way
anhout it

The SECRETARY
hear !

Mr. BEBBINGTON: T kiuow a number of
experiments have been ecarried out in tho
Helidon district, in the Drayton electorate
But there are certain people who believe 1t s
neeossary to rotain a few tieks on their
cattle. Some of them belicve that {f they

Mr. Bebbington.]

ror AgsgiecnTure: Hear,
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clean the tick right sur—there are many
peaple in Queensland whao believe it—if an
mithreak of tick fovar parmos, dhe lgesen will
be very much heavier than they would be if
a fow ricks were retained,

Au HoxovmasLe Meuper: Sa they will.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: 1 am gquite sure theve
is no difficulty in abolishing the tick from
Quevnsland in six months if the people will
d:{: regularly every twenty-one days. In
1916 a committes of experts estimated that
from tiek fever alone Queensland had suf-
fered up to that date in monetary loss at
least £7,000,000. When Queensland lost
£7,000,000 worth of cattle up to 1916, it
shows the importance of the subject and the
necessity for driving the tick out as far as
we possibly can. There is only one way to
do it, You have to quarantine the area you
are going to clean up. If you are going to
allow tick-infested cattle” to be driven
through an arvea you ars going to cloan up
von will never get it clean. That has been
the experience wheve it hag boen tried, I
maintain that if you quarantine an area and
allow no eattle to enter that avea, except
thoke which are elean, and enforce dipping
in the area, in six months you will have the
area olean. That has been the experience in
the Helidon distriet, and I want to congratu-
late the department and its officers on the
way they cleared up that country at last,
Certainly, what could have been done in six
monthe took two or three rears, because the
tick-infested cattle were allowed to go into
clean areas. 1f you are oing to tinker with
these things and have the inspectors hum-
bugging people and do not quarantine the
ureas, then the inspectors are a worse nuisance
than the ticks.

The Under Secretary’s—or the Minister's
—report i not pleazant reading by any
means, If you take the dairying industry,
ou will find there ave 18,000 less dairy cows
in _milk than the year before, There are
31,783 p‘f less, four cheese factories less,
and two butter factories less, and that does
not spell progress at all.

Mr. Brexsax: There is extra—
Mr. BEBBINGTON: There is nothing

extra in growth or advancement in anything.
It merely mesns stagnation.

Mr, Brexxax: What about Southbrook?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Is Southbrook a
nation?
Mr,  Baeskax: Southbrook closed two
factories.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Didu't T tell the hon,

entleman  there arve four factories less?

hen the hon. member for Burnett was
speaking, the hon. memher for Toowonmba
made some not very complimentary remark.
Now, there is an old saying that they who
live by labour—perhaps we should say * shall
die by it." But there is another saying that
they who live by the law shall die by the
law. I would rather the hon. member for
Burnett's position than the hon. member for
Toowoomba’s, That hon. gentleman would
do well to stick to law and leave the matter
of agriculture to those who have had experi-
ence,

Mr. Brenxyax: Not like yourself,

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Yer: and I made a
Mecess of if,

Mr, BrExsax: No, you haven't.

[Mr. Bebbington.
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M:e. BEBBINGTON: If the hon. gentle-
man makes as big a success at law as have

done  al ft'um-m_‘, he will nui do bad.

(Government inferruption.)
Tha CHAIRMAN : Order!

My, Corrixg: You are always erying out
about taxes

Mr. BEBBINGTON: 1 should think so.
All we want is justice, Unfortunately, the
number of persons engaged in production in
connection with this industry is only 318
per cent. of the populstion,

My. Corumss: Cultivation, not production.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Yes. Those few
people may produce sufficient foodstuffs for
Queenslam:lv. but we have a very large amount
of money to pay in London every year for
interest, and we either have toc export our
produce—pay in produce—or pay in gold,
and if the time comes when Queensland has
ta send gold to London—when her exports
fall so low—money is going to be far more
scavee than it is, It is going to have a very
big effect upon industrinl matters and upon
production, because the interest will be
dearer. We should not float losaus locally,
neither should we encourage people by higher
rates of interest to take up bonds in the
Treasury—

Alr. Coruivs: What would you do?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Because
£1,000,000 taken up locally—

The CITATRMAN : Order! The hon. mem-
ber should deal with that on the Treasury
vote.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: But this has to do-
with the agricultural industry, and 1 am
dealing with the difficylties of the primary
producer in financing his means of produc-
tion, and every £1,000,000 you float here in
aty way whatever, inste of bringing it
here to lend to the fwrmer and producer,
you are making that money so much scarcer.
You are taking money into the Treasury that
should be wused for production; you are
increasing the rate of interest to the pro-
ducer, and instead of the producer being
able to borrow money ut 5 per cent. or b per
cent., on account of the Treasury taking the
money and paying 6 per cent., the producer
and the man who is going in for manuofac-
turing has to pay an extra 1 per cent. or 2
per cent. It would pay every farmer in
Queensland to-day to sell out his farm and
put his money into the Treasury at 6 per
went,

We have not done all that we should for
the primary producer. 1 am going to have
u deputation to wait upon the Minister for
Agricalture, as soon as I can arrange it, on
different matters, otherwise there are other
things which 1 would go into. The value of
the land depends upon what you can take
from it, and neither this Government nor
past Governments have done their duty te
enable the man on the Jand to make the
best of his products. We have had a
Co-operative Produetion Bill, under which
men are lent money at 4 per cent. That was
intraduced by the Denham Government; it
was an excellent thing, but this Government
raised the interest by 1 per cent,

Mr. BRENNAN (Toawgambal: Wo have
hoard a great dos] during the session fram
the Opposition regerding the masn on the
land. and his treatment by the Labour Go-
vernment, and the legislation passed by this-

every
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Gavernment, The hon. member for Dravton,
with his tongue in his cheek, refers to the
fact that past Governments have done noth-
ing for the farmer, and that neither has
this Governmient. The fact of his associating
past Governments with this Government, after
the way he abused this Government during
the session, only shows that he is afraid, and
knows that, by comparison with the adminis-
tration of pest Covernments, this Government
shines out as the friend of the Farmer.

My, Bewwmisoron: 'The others lefi thom
alone; they did not vob them.

Mr. BRENNAN: We know the way this
Government have been out to assist the farmer
hy giving him at the commencement cheap
land which, after all, is the most impoveant
factor for the man on the land. Ther give
him land at a price at which he can produce.

My, Bessinatox: Give il to him at 2s. 6d.
an acre,

Mr. BRENNAN: The hon. member for
Deayton says land is only worth what it is
capable of producing. That is this Govern-
ment's policy. The Labour Government
stands for perpetual lense rental based on a
value at which the land can produce. That
15 exuctly the fecling which the hon. member
for Drayton bas regarding the value of the
land, and yet he says that tlis Government
has vot done the best it can for the farmer.
That peint ualone goes te show that this
Goavernment is, and has heen, protecting the
man on the land. The men on the land will
ial have to put their capitel intg the land,
nor have a mortgage from the bank al high
rates of interest. This Govermment gives
them an opportunity

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The guestion
of land tenure does not come within the
scaps of this vote

Mr, BRENNAN: T say that duving the
past five years the farmers in Queensland
have had a pretty hard trial, We had big
wheat crops on the Downs in 1915, hut
excessive rains caused] rust, which roined the
crops. The Government are not to be blumed
for that. The Labour Gavernment has found
sepd wheat for the farmers, and the farmors,
unfortunately, are unable to repay them,
This year the Labour Government will come
to the rescue as in other years

Mr. Moreax: When it is teo late.

My, BRENNAN: The Government last
year booght seed wheat, and offered it to
the farmers at a price. Some farmers bought
it at a low price—something like 5s. 6d. or
Bs.—a flat vate: others would not buy it, and
the Agrieultural Department had something
like 4,000 bags left over, and although the
hon. member for Murilla says it was too late,
others paid Ts. 6d, cash vather than buy from
the Labour Government an liberal terms at a
lower price. That only goes to show how far
their minds are poisoned against this
Administration.

Mr. Moreay: Your figures are vevy much
astray.

My, BRENNAN: This Government hos
tried 1ts hardest to protect the farmer against
the middleman. There ave two or three
middlemen in the Opposition who make huge
profits out of farmers’ produce.

Mr. Bespixgrox: What doss the Produco
Ageney do?

Mr. BRENNAN: The BState Produee
Ageney is one of the best agencies in Brishane,
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The other day I was in # Darling Downa
cloctorate, and was told that the State
Produce Agency will buy anything at all
—loney, rabbit sking, ecte.—when the pri-
vate agency will turn thein down and refuse
to purchase. But there is one thing we jnush
do so as to make this agency a supcess: we
must have actammodation for storage for the
farmer’ produce in Brisbane. We must be in
a position to put produce into that store to
save the farmers demurrage, and allow if
to remain there until rthe mavket rights
itself. At the present time there is a ring
in the Roma Street Markets—the purchuses
there are controlled by rhe middlemen
Tovervhody knows that is trae.  So that we
must, as a Government, point out to fhe
farmer haw the middleman is still getting
him.

We also have trouble about bags. "The
middlemen are robbing the farmers o ith
voptrd to bags. The farmer sells his produe
at so much per ewt. or per ton, and is not
allownd anything for the bags. The sane
system should bo established with regard to
bags as at present exists with regacd to
Lottles. There is a bottle exchunge which
deals in one brand of hettles. We should
have a4 svstem whereby no persen can buy or
sell o baz with a particular brand on, but the
hag must be rotuened to the farmer, and he
must be wiven eredit for it, There should be
no buying or trafficking in bags, If the Agri-
cultural T}{‘pﬂ-l'hllunt will take that question
into considoration, it will save the farmers
zome thonssuds of pounds cvery year. It is
& tost importaut question, and should be
looked into.

Toowoomba iz regarded as the greatsst
centre of coreal-growing 10 Queensland, and
therafore we should have the mavket reports
wired every ovening from Brisbane to the
Toowoomba papers—not that I am in keep-
ing with the conduct of the Toownomba
papers, but they are largely circulated
amongst the farmers—sa that the farmers on
the Downs will know the ruling rates before
they soll theiy produce. I think that should

X be done. That will give the
[4.20 p.ne] farmer on the Downs a big assist-

ance. The hon, member for Dray-
ton veferred to the fact that there has been
w falling off in cultivation, but I would peint
aut that there has been a falling off in eulti-
vation vight throughout Australia, Buf that
has not been caused by the administration
of this Government. Everybody knows that
this Government has done more for the
farmer than any other Government. Every-
body admits that. (Opposition dissent.) Take
the ndvances to farmers and settlers—how
many wen pow would have been well off if
they had been able to get 4 fow pounds when
they frst commenced farming?

Mp. Conrser: There is no fault to find with
the Aet, hut the working of it is rotten.

Mr. BRENNAN: I say that that Aet is
going to do a great deal of good for the
farmer. The hon. member for Drayton also
referved to the fact that four butter factories
had closed down durving the year. Two of
those factories, I know, have gummepce_d
upemticms again. 1 know a private indi-
vidua! has started, at Soutnbrook. a con-
densed milk factory, and 15 paying higher
prices for mille than any other factory.

Mr. Baviey: There is no factory at South
brook,

Mr. Brennan.)
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Mr, BRENNAN: Well, There is a factory
at Wyreema, and that is very close to South-
brook. Because I made a slight mistake in
the locality, we find hon, members opposite

uibbling again. Anything to smother up
3:1: actunl facts, They know that cream is
going from Tooweomba to Wyreema to that
private factory, which is strangling two or
three co-operative concerns because they
offer 1d. or 2d. more for their milk, That
is one of the reasons why some of the fac-
tories are closing down, and it is time the
farmers were protected agamst themselves;
and, if given an opportunity, they will do
s0. The Opgmsition are always very lkeen
in humour when the farmer question avises.
I have twenty or thirty farmers in my dis-
trict who are now experimenting in the con-
servation of fodder. One has Ecwt. ug an
experiment to find out the smallest amount
of fodder that will ferment. The theory at
the present time is that 10 tons is the
smallest amount that can be conserved in
fodder. That has been my idea for the last
three years—to experiment in these things,
because, notwithstanding the fact that 1 am
a lawyer, T am greatly interested in the
working of experiments for the benefit of
the farmers. The conservution of fodder is
n very serious matter. The twenty farmers
who are experimenting in this matter are
receiving no assistance from the Govern-
ment, and T trust that when they put bigger
quantities in their siloz the Gavernment will
advance them something towards their labour.
After all is said and done, even the conser-
vation of fodder in small quantities is a big
help to the farmer, as this will provide him
agaimst the drought. I would like to see
the Minister offer some substantial prize for
ensilage every year af our exhibitions. It
will create interest in farming, and the
resson farming has not been the success in
the past is beeanse the farmer relies too
much on nature,

Mr. Corser:
ment.

Mr. BRENNAN: I say thut ensilage is
an expeciment.  Practically nothing has been
done so far in the convervation of fedder,
and I am very glad to see that the Opposi-
tiou are taking the matter seriousls—that
they will listen atrentively when spoken to
in a sensible manner.

My, MORGAN (Murilla): T am sorry that
for mapy years the Department of Aprieul-
ture has not seen fit to increase this vote
We have been told that during the past year
o two the salvation of Australia, and par-
ticulnrly Queensland, is production. Unfor-
tunately, the Governmnent is not doing what
it. should do to encourage production. While
the value of produce has inereased consider-
ablv, the amount produced has gone down
to n great extent, These Estimates show
only an increase of £11.000. Personally, 1
would not hive ohjected if they had inere
another £50,000, provided that the money
had been used to give genuine encourage-
ment to the people on the land and bring
about production. There is one matter in
respect of seed wheat that 1 will read from
the report of the Director of Agrioulture for
the year just expired. It states—

Y Bvery reasonable attempt was made
to make the public aware of the distri-
bution, but the results have been yvery
disappointing in the light of the repre-
sentations muode that the farmers were
without seed and anable to obtain it

[Mr. Brennan,
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*The following comparison of figures
will illustrate the position:—

Sumber of

frmorswiin  Number of Quaniity

mude pre-  fwmers  ofseed dis-

liminary sapplied  tributed,

pppliestion,  with seed.  Bushels.
1916 we 1,800 ... 1,389 87,785
1919 ... 803 .., 448 16794

“Prom these figures it will be seen
thut there i¢ n considersble difference
between the number who made a pre-
liminary upplication and the number wha
complying with the vonditions, receiv
the grain asked for, Another great dif-
ference will be noticed between the total
quantity of the distributions in 1919 and
the total asked for in the preliminary
applications this year, As a result, the
department found itself with a large
quintity of good seed grain upon its
hands for disposal to the best advan-
tage; and for a quantity of graded wheat
sold by suetion in Toowoomba, the high
value of 11s, 4d. was obfained, but the
average of the sale was 9s. 3d, per bushel.

A eurious experience of this distri-
bution, in comparison with that of former
years, was the number of people who
paid cash for their seed instead of accept-
mng the terms that were offered. 2%
numbered 248 people, leaving only
who received seed on terms. At the time
of writin otwithstanding that more
whent and barley had, owing to the mis-
leading information and advice that was
given to the departmient, to be sold to
millers and others than was distributed
to farmers for seed—the net loss stood
at £1.220; und it may be taken that a
fair proportion of this loss was caused
by the heavy expenditure incurred
through the secd arriving during hervy
weather, and to its being stacked upon
the wharf without shelter. The conse-
quenve was thar several hundred ba
were wetted, and the contents had to be
gprl_'&d. dried, amd rebagged in clean

ags""

Now [ want to peint out the reason of this,
and 1T am sorry that tho hon. memmber for
Toownnmba has left the Chamber.,

My, Coutassi: Why don’t you finish the
1.!;;:-.lgri11nil? 1 um following you. if no one
[ T

Mr, MORGAN: What is tho use of finish-
ing the paragraph when it has no relation fo
the subjeet on which [ am going to spoak,
The Governnent hod not this wheat ready
fur the farmer when it was necessary. 1
can ive bhim my personal illustration in
vocpect of that, Tast May I ettended the
Toowoamba show. T was told by the gentle-
man in chatge of the whent business that
wheat was available for distribution, and he
showed me somples that were on view at the
exhibition, The quality of the wheat was
good. The price was right. although net in
avcordanice with that guoted by the lon.
rember for Toowoomba, The price asked
for by the Guvernment was 8s. 3d. per
bushel, not 55, wur Gs, a bushel as stated,
although T will admit that it was 2= a
bushe!  eheaper  than  the seedsmen  were
asking for sced wheat in Toowoomba at that
timne, I wanted whest, and 1 had only a
day or two previously ordered abour £23
worth of secd wheat, for which T paid 10s. &d.
a bushel. T could have obtained this wheat
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from the Government at 8s. 3d., but I did
not then kiow that the Government had
it. But even if I had known they had it, it
was then too late. It is ridiculous to place
sepd wheat in the hands of the furmers iu
June.

Mr. HMirteey: I have seen wheat sown in
August,

Mr. MORGAN: I have seen wheat sown
in January, but it is not advisable to de it.
We ave talking about the average year on
the Downs. From a grain point of view,
wheat in Queensland should be sown from
the Ist April to the end of May., Of course,
we know it is possible to get @ crop some-
times if wheat is sown in Euly—but that is
extraordinary., Ir is a recognised fact that
in Queensland the sowing of wheat should
commence in April and continue until the
end of May to secure the besg results, If
the Government were anxious to assist the
farmers, they should have the wheat avail-
able when it is necessary, and in time for
planting, Wa gee that 803 applications were
made for wheat, whereas only 440 applicants
receivod if, owing to the fact that they would
nof wait. Thev were not going to miss the
time when it was necessary to plant. Aguin,
1 would like to ask the Minister why the
Government is doing nothing this year?
No doubt & deputation will wait on the
Government in May, and by that time they
have the wheat ready for the farmer it wiil
be the end of June. T understand that the
South Australian Government have written
to the Queensland Government asking them
it they wanted seed wheat, and ff the;
requited any they would reserve it for them.
But, unfortunately, the Quecnsland Govern-
ment _have decided to do nothing in that
direction, although we have just come
through one of the worst droughts on record,
and this seed is particularly spcarce. 1 can-
not understand why the Government should
not do everything in their power to assist
the farmer when we are told by the Proess
that a fAxed price of Ts. 10d, a bushel for
wheat has been granted for the next crop.
Look at that enormous price,

Mr, CoruiNs: Look at the price of bread
locally.

Mr, MORGAN: Never mind about the
local price of bread. If we are going to
enconrage local production we must assist
the farmer. If the unions applied to the
Arbitration Court and they can show that
wheat and bread and other products have
gone up in price, they can get an increase
m wayges. The wage-sarner always gets an
inerease in wages to compengate him for the
rise in produoets,  As far as the price of
wheat is concerned, we have a right to get
the world's parity, and the world's parity
for wheat is equal to T7s. 6d. a bushel in
Auvstralia. If we get the world's parity for
our wheat and other products, it may increase
the cost of living, but our Arhitration Courts
regulate that by eontincally increasing the
wages of the workers.

Mr. Buwcork: You know the worker ia
under u hond for twelve months when he
gets an award.

Mr. MORGAXN: If we got a high priee
for our whegt, woeol, and other products in
the morkets of the world, we get it back in
the form of gold or its equivelont, and we
are ablo to pay greater taxation, Then,
again, if the production of wheat increases
by millions of bushels our railways will
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hecome payable, and in every way we are
likely to be berter off owing to the fact that
Australia eliinutically and gl‘.‘ﬂ%mphicul]y_ i3
suited for producing the world's food supplics.
We donend for our prosperity ou what the
sl will produce. he cities cannot exit
without the country: but, unfortunstely, the
conntry people are gradually drifting joro
the pities, The report of the Depurtment of
Agriculture shows that there were 6238 less
peaple engaged in cultivation in 1918 shan in
191'}. That is a deplorable fact.

Mr. Bureock: That is not peculiar 1o
Queensland.

Mr, MORGAN: Simply beciuse it is not
pucubiar Lo Queenslund, siwply hecause there
15 o disease here that is dviving people off
the land, are we to let matters deife? Are
we not woing to check thar disease? Ave
we going to say, Let it rip, we need not
bother™*  We know perfectly well that it
is not only applicable to Queensland, but the
fact is thut people are Jeaving the country
and the only thing we can do is o try and
encowrage people to go back into the bush;
and we can only duo that by making con-
ditions in the country more prosperous; by
making the emoluments which & man gets
in the bush greater; by being able to show
those nien who are prepared 1o come to Bris-
bane and joiu the sramways and the Police
Force that there 1s more money to be made
in the bush., Until we recognise that fact we
are going to drift, drift, drift, and our
vauntry is going to po back instead of pro-

rossing ms it should, Take the whole of
snecnsﬁmd to-day, with the exception of a
few isolated spots, and what do we find?
Take the vast areas in the West and Central
porfions of the State: do you find the pro-
wress there that you had twenty years ago?
Do you not find that the country is rapidly
deteriorating and going into pear and the
diffevent pests multiplying? People are not
keeping their lands in the same condition
to-day that they wore ten or fifteen years
sgo. o where you will and you find fences
are not kept in repair, ringbarking is not
being done, and the homesteads are falling Lo
pieces. There i3 decay wherever you go.

Mr. Coroiws: Oh ! cut it out.

Mr. MORGAN: It is a fact, and you van-
not get out of it. And until we cease from
bleeding the men on the land, 45 we ave
continually hleeding hiin for the sake of the
city people, we are going to have this can-
tinual drift from the country. Unfortunately,
the people in the bush have been the warking
bullocks for the people in the ecity, and the
sooner that is stopped the hetter,

I want to say a woird or two in regard to
the bonus that is paid on fox skins. The
different boards find that the £1 bonus
which has ta be paid for fox skins is ruinous
and will soon bring about the insolvency of
the hoards. The time is ripe for the Minister
ta bring in a Bill to reduce the bonuz on
fox skins. The dingo at £1 is not over-
valued, hut fox skins at the present moment
are worth anything fram 15s. to £1 each, and
if the skin were marked in some way, as in
Victoria, and veiurned to the trapper, then
he would get £1 or more for the skin and
with a bonus of. say, 7s. 6d. from the hoard,
he would bhe well remunerated. At the
preseit time when a skin comes alang it is
taken charge of by the board and destroyed.
They are destroying useful fur,

Mr. (’SuiLivay: Wrong again,

My, Morgan.]
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Mr, MORUGAN: Ton many vases the skia i=
destroyed amd 1n many cases the scalp only
is taken. which is of neo value. Thousands
of pounds worth of woud fur every year Is
destroved owing to the systom in operaticn
at the present time.

1 wish also te refer ta the question of
iprigatior. and no doubt the hon. member
far Bowen will be interested in this, We
find that in the year 1913, secording to the
report, there were 11,904 wervs under ifreiga-
tion in Queensland, while in 1918 there were
ouly 6.847 under irrigation. During the
rerime of the Labour Covermmnent the area
under irvigation has decreased from 11.904
acres to 6,947 acres, and yet we are told
thoy ave eunr 1o assist irvigation. The futore
af Queensland depends a great deal on water
conservarion and irrigation, and where the
eonditions are suitable irvigation can be made
a profitable concern,  Until fhis iz done we
are no' woing 1o increase the faeilities in our
countrs distriets. Money should he spent,
nol in thousands, but in millons, i locking
the prineipal rivers of the State, and the
Government should go in for a scheme of
irrigation.

With regard to the testing of sevds hy the
deparrment. § would like to point out that
the seeds wo have been getting duving the
last two or three xears from the seed mer-
chants have not been in accordance with the
stundard, 1 koow the department has carrvied
out many experiments, and I would like to
know what 1s «one with the seed that s
condemned ¥ When these seeds ave found
not to he up to the reguired germination
stamdard provided by the Aot, ave they raken
possession of by the department. or is the
seed sllowed to be distributed amongst the
farmers? I Lknew that during the war there
was difficulty in obtaining seeds because a
grent many of our secds wore imported from
Germany and other parts of the world, but
the time has come when there should ba more
care tuken to see that the seed merchanis
are not allowed to sell to farmers seed four
years old. Some striet measures should be
adopted, aud a few prosecutions instituted.
It is only necessary o prosecute some of these
seed merchants, when the unsatislactory state
of things will be done away with. 1 weuld
also like to draw the Minister's attention
to the faect that he is not providing maney
for the puvchase of dairy heifers. In the
other Srates during the dronght they pro-
vided money and also bought o great number
of dairy heifers, and when the drought broke
they were able to distvibute rhose heifers
amongst the farmers. To-day the drought
has broken in Queensland, and many fariners
have any amount of feed, but no cattle. We
have an Act which makes provision for grant-
ing up to £200 for the purchase of dairy
cattle, but the rvegzulations have so altered
the spirit of the Act that it is not in accord-
anee with what was intended. We were told
by the Minister that if a man had received
an afdvance from the Agricultural Bank, and
the Agricultural Bank rvefused to advance
any more owing to the fact that his lability
was fully absorbed, then he could come along
to the Government and obtain a loan of £200
under the Act for the purchase of dairy
cattle. bur what do we find? The regulation
says—

“ No payment of the whole or any por-
tion of any advance shall be made by
the Minister until due security therefor
has been given to the satisfaction of the

[Ar. Morgan.
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Governor in Couneil in the case of a
compans, or to the satisfaction of the
Minister in the case of a farmer, dairy
farmer, or sheep farmer, as the case may
be; and no sceurity shall be deemed due
socurity unless it ineludes—

By way of morigage over any sheep,
dairy caitle, or pigs. or any horse or
other live stock belonging to the appli-
cant at the date of his application, or
about to be acquired by him on receipt
of an advance, and the progeny thereof
during the continuance of the security.”

Wherever these men have their cattle and
other stock mortgaged to the Agricultural
Bank, they will be turned down and told that
they have not the security; that already the
Agricultural Bank possesses a mortgage over
their stoek and property. When this Bill was
going through the House, we were specially
told by the Minister that if a man's credit
had been exhausted with the Agrieultural
Bank or any other bank, he conld come
along to the Government and borrow up to
£200 for the purpose of stocking up his
country, yet these regulations debar hini from
doing so. That regulation practically defies
members of this House who were in favour of
allowing a settler to obtain an advanee, not-
withstanding the fact that his properiy was
already mortgaged. Then, again, the Minister
can order an applicant to conwe to Brisbane.
e muost spend £7 or £8 coming 300 or 400
miles to Brisbane in ovrder to interview the
Minister, T da nor know whether the depart-
ment intend to give him a free pass or not,
but I eertainly think they should. 1f an appli-
cant has to spend £7 or £8 to come to Dris-
bane. it will he a pretty sevore interest,
Then. in connection with the production of
titles, the regulation provides—

" Any applicant for any advance shall,
free of charge, produce, or cauze to
produced to the Minister, or to any valuer
to whom his spplication has been sub-
mitted by the Minister, or to any officer
authorised by the Ministor in that behalf,
all deeds, instruments of title, plans,
records, and other documents relating to
the seourities offered as aforezaid, as the
Minister or such valuer or officer so
authorised may require.”

A man who has alreadr goi a mortgage on
his property must prodoee his deeds before
he can get an advance, and yet we were iold
that this Act was going to help the struggling
settler. Nupmbaers of people in my electorate
have lost 78 per cent. of their stock during
the drought ; they have plenty of grass to-day,
but they have no money, and they have been
loaking forward longingly for this Act to be
passed. I sent them along an application
form and also the pamphlet issued by the
department, sand when they saw it, they were
greatly disappointed. If these 1‘Egujntiuns
are in acvordance with the views of the hon,
member for Normanby, T am sure they were
not the views that he exprossed when the
Bill was going through the House, and I
feel sure that he will have something to say
on the matter.

The bell indicated that the time allowed
the hon. member by the Branding Orders
had expired.

Mr. PETERSON (Yormanby): The hon.
member for Murilla laid particular stress
upon the fact that we have had a decreaze
in the matter of production. Not one mem-
ber on this side of the House has attempted
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@ disprove that statement, but we ean put
an e good cage in regard to the reason for
the decrease. 1 wm not gninﬁ o apologise
and say there should not have been o
decrease.  Take the Darling Downs, for
ingtinee.  For years the farmers
15 p.ri] in that arca have been attempting
to grow wheat. Perhaps one

year in five or six they may be successful
with their crop, It invariably it is a failure.
Later years lave proved that more profit-
able returns can be made from daivying,
and the result has been that the farmers on
the Darling Downs, in common with those of
other parts of Queensland, have determined
to go in for something which will give them
a quicker and better veturn. Travelling over
the Darling Downs during the past few
years ane notices that instead of the farmers
5uing in for intense cultivation, as they have

one in former years, they are now going
in for intevse daieying.

Mr. Gusy: How is it that dairvying is
falling off ¥

Mr. PETERSON ¢ The hon, member knows
perfeetly well that during the past two years
wo have had in Queensland one of the most
disastrous dronghts wo have ever had, and
ihe Darling Downs, oz well as other distriets,
went through a more severe period than has
beert experienced at any time in past years.
Surels the hon. gentleman. who comes from
the land, is Fair enough to ndmit that we
cannot shaw inereased production when we
have a drought for vears?

Mr. Gusy: How is it that sheep and
vattle have inerensed in number?

Mr. PETERSON : Sheep und cattle have
nothing to do with the guestion of increased
production o fuar as it relates to the growing
of erops,  The seasons are so  variable
that the farmers do not go in extensively
for crops, but ure going in for dairying. As
far as the Central district is concerned—
and my own electorate particularly—there
has been no decrease, Instead of settlement
decrcasing, we find that during the drought
period, day after day, farms were being sold
at enhanced prices on the Dawson Valley,
There were people coming from all parts of
Australia, and the Southern portion of
Ciuuc_-m]nnd‘ who were determined to get in
that district and earn n decent living. T
wan give figures to prove conclusively that
although there hus been decressed produe-
tien in  Queensland, with the return of
normil seasons, with the returns of cheese,
butter, and other allied produets, we will be
nble to put up a recorvd year
_Mp. Euenivstonk: And the rvetuwrn of the
National Government.

Mr. PETERSON: The FHolman Govern-
ment in New Sonth Wales is a National
Government, and we see how they treated the
settlers down there iu reward to the wheat;
how millions of bushels of wheat were
allowed to vot. Xo Government yet has
fully realised the possibilities with regard
to increased production, unfortunately.
Although we criticise Governments, we have
to give evedit sometimes, and make some
allowaness. I am prepared to allow that,
us far ns Queensland is concerned, in the
taking nway of a large number of men to the
war—which tended marerinlly to decrease
production—and in the continued droughts
we have had, there i an answer to the con-

tentions of hon. members opposite, Those
things, however, should not deter us from
trying to overcome our difficulties. Up to
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the present Queensland has done practically
nothing in the way of water conservation
and irrigation. Hon. mombers  have
reforred to that matter this afternoon,
am a keen believer in water conservation and
irrigation, and 1 hold that the Department
of Agriculture shonld have control of that
matter. Anything having relation to agri-
culiure should come under that department,
and nor be rolegated to different depart.
ments. 1f we had various streams locked
up we would be able te fhight drouvchis
in a greater measnre than hitherto, I have
here evidenve of what can be done by water
conservation and irrigation. Thers is a
gentlemun, Mr. G, Kick, of Mooumera, in
my electorate. who has gone to a greal deal
of expense to irrigate his orchard, While all
other archards were perishing, by meoans of
water conservation and irrigation, he has
been ahle to produce mangoes like these
(Fxhibits fwo large-sized mangoes,)

My, PETRIE: I vise to n point of order,
Ts the hon. member in order in introducing
his dinner to this House? It so, will thosp
artieles be laid on the table of the Fouke
for the bonefit of othor members of Parlia-
ment? (Laughter.)

The CHATRMAN: The hon. membor ia
quite in order in uxhihiting{ those mangoes
to illustrate his argument. would suggest,
however, that, us he eannot get them into
“ Hansard,” it would be a graceful act to
lay them on the table of the Houze, so that
they can be disposed of in another way.
{Renewed laughter.)

Mr. PETERSON: The last time I had
zome examples like this they disappeared
before 1 had finished my speech. However,
1 do not introduce them merely as a matter
of levitr, but to show what can be produced
by means of water conservation and irriga-
tion. I am convinced that if an orchardist
in drr weather can produce such fruit as
this, which I think will hold its own with
any grown in Queensland, what can we not
do by estending the priveiple all over Queens-
land? 1 think the time has come to leave
joking alone in matters of this kind, We
want to sec if it is not up to us to mitigate
the effects of drought. I suy we pan find a
remedy if we are only game to tackle the
matter thoroughly and enter into schemes
st the earliest possible moment, There is
no mse saying we have not snitable streams
in Queensland. Mr, Crowley states there
ave severnl good streams available for water
convervation and irrigation. Unless we get
to business at the earliest possible moment
we will be in @ worse state when the next
drought comes thun we were on this par-
tioular oceasion,

At ton minutes past § o'cloek pom,,

Mr. Kipwas velioved the Choirman o the
chair.

Mr., PETERSON: 1 hope members will
not have to be continually speaking of water
conservation and irrigation. As a Govern-
ment snd as a Parlisment we should erter
into ihese schomes withsa vigour which will
redound to the credit. not only of the Go-
vernment conctrnod, but alse of the people
of Queensland.

I woiild like fo deal with the admimstra-
tion of the Co-operative Agricultural Pro-
duction Act, which I ecall the Dairy Cattle
Act. I am pleased that that measure has
become Inw, and I am hopeful that a con-
siderable amount of benefit will be derived

Alr, Peterson.]
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from if. Upon perusing the regulations, I
admit that the Minister has been very open
and frank, Every person who intends to
borrow from the department can see in black
and white exaetly what is expected of him,
1 looked forward with a great measure of
gladness to the passage of that Bill, and L
shall be keenly disappointed if it is not
administered in the spirit in which Parlia-
ment passed it. T say that candidly, and [
make no bones about it, It can cost me my
seat and the refusal of endorsement. If
this Aect is nol administered in the way
wa were led by the Minister to believe it
would be, T will take the responsibility of
criticising it.  The Minister, I believe, is a
gentleman who koows the trials and struggles
of the producor in the early stages, and wiﬁ soe
that the settlers get the fairest possible deal.
Tha hon. member for Murilla. in criticising
the regulations, omitted to mention that in
one portion there is a provision which enables
a settler who already is mortgaged up to
the hilt to the Agricultural Department to
arrange with the butter factory concerned
to repay to the department, per medium of
yart of the eream cheque as security., 1f
Lt is generally known amongst settlers
it will overcome the difficulty as far as
dairy cattle—of which the hon. member was
camplaining—aro concerned. 1 think when
applications come alun%; ta the Minister
they will be treated on their merits. 1 have
every reason to believe the hon. gentleman
will give everyone a fair and square go.

Mr. MorGaN: What about the £200 for
gheep ?

Mr. PETEREON : There may be something
in the hon. member's contention about sheep.
I am more concerned at the present moment
about getting the settlers started with theiv
dairy herds. I am sure the Minister is just
45 much concerned as am, because he
realises that if the progress of the State is
to be maintained we mmust make available
immediate assistance to those people who ave
anxious to assist in production.

Mr. MogGan: Regulation 1§ damns the
whole thing.

Mr., PETERSON: I am very thankful to
the departroent for some time ago sending
up Mr. Brooks to Rockhampton, and estab-
lishing there what is known as the Agricul-
tural Bureau. Mr. Brooks has been of
invaluable assistance to the farmers of the
distriet. Many farmers have availed them-
selves of his serviees, and I feel sure thay
are reaping the benefit, 1 have many records
of the good work verfornmied by that gentie-
man, and [ ean assure the Committee that
I have not received a single word of provest
or anything of a derogatory nature regard-
ing Mr. Brooks's efforts fowards assisting
shese people in showing them the way to
grow crops, aud in matters of that partioular
kind. I hope the department will not with-
draw him from that distriet, bur will allow
him to continue the good work he is deing
there, and ineredse his dsefulness. The
Central district 1s going ahead by leaps and
bounds. Orchards are being taken up every-
where,  Pincapple growing is heing gone
in for intemsely in various localities on the
Dawson Vallev. Every available piece of
land has been taken up. I ean say trathiully
that. as far as the Normanby electorate is
eoncerued, T am not able to get land opened
fagt enough for the people wha are desirous
of getting upoun the land in order tn increase
production. Only the other day there was

[Mr. Peterson. =
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at my houss a gentleman who came fromm
the north ceast of New South Wales. He
his pome up to Queensland for the purpose
of investing £5.000 in grazing and dairying
property in Queensland—the Central districk
proferred,

I would like to ask the Minister if he
van state whether anything has been done
with regard to the Harvey fvuis lure. With
the hon. member for Lockyer I have been
our and inepected this fruit lure, and I am
convineed that, whatever may be the expert's
opinion of ir, that fruit lure is one of the
greatest successes of its kind. Mr. Harvey
demonstrated toc me at his nursery that it
Was an eotire success. I believe that if it
were adopted it would be the ineans of
saving thousands of pounds to the orchardists
of Quecensland,

I would like to say a word or two now with
regard to the Warren Stare Farm, which is
situated in my electorare. For many years
that farm has been performing useful work.
1f the Minister could see his way clear to
pay a visit to it at an early dare he would
see that My Colledge, the manager, i3 a
very competent man, There is no more pains-
tuking or hardworking man than Mr,
Colledege, When the department selected him
they selected a man to whom they could
entrust the management of the plice. T do
hope the Minister will pay & visit there, not
g0 much to find fault, but rather to assist
the manager fo put the place on a better
footing than at present. 1 also wish to put
in # plea for the establishment of a training
furmi on the Dawson Valley, where there
is a vory large settlement. Warren, at pre-
sent, doos not serve such a large district
as the Dawson Valley does. A ereat number
of the farmers in the Dawson Valley ecannot
find time to po to the Warren State Farm,
becanse it is on another line and means a
considerable amount of expense,

I hope that at the end of the coming year
—which has been ushered in o well by the
beautiful and bounteous showers of rain—
the depariment will have every reason to be
proud of its record, and that when the next
annual report is placed befove Parliament
it will be able to show zood results, and
that hon, mentbers on the other side will have
no redson to complain,

Mr, SWAYNE (Mirani): At one time,
when the agricultural industry was deseribed’
as the most important in the State, there
would e a smile all round the Committee,
but during the past fonr years, since the
importance of food production has been
forced upon us, and the fact that unless our
agricultural industries are encouraged people
will go short of food, I think the Committea
generally began to realise better than they
previously did the place which this indusiry
takes in our life. I find that in Queensland
the agricultural, pastoral, and like industries
are something like 64 per cent. of the whole
of our iudustrial life. There is no depart-
ment in the Btate which calls for greater
initiative and greater enterprise on the part
of the Ministry than the Agricultursl Depart-
ment, Those who can look back to the
eighties will remember how the dairying
indostry was advanced by years through the
initiative of the Ministor ar that time,
atherwise it wonld  have her years later
hefore the indostry attained the dimensions
it has. Much ecan he done Liv the Minis-
terinl head of this department in the way
of establishing new industries. In view of
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the %:-cut food shortage that prevails in the
thick!y-pupulated countries of Rurope—where
something like 100,000,000 people are on the
verge of starvation and are dependent upon
overseas resources for their food—it becomes
imperative upen us to do our utmost to
develop our great resources,  After all, we
ure only o handful—about 5.000,000—accopy-
ing o continent. very mneh  question
whother we ran make good our elaim to a
mwonopoly of 3t ualess we do something for
our follow-men in the way of exporting tood,

[ find that in Queensland, instead of pro-
ress, there is retrogression, In the sugar
industry there is a falling off of over 15,000
peres: o naize there is a falling off of 15119
acre; potatoes, a falling off of over 4,000
wervs, and so on. It las been said that the
sume thing is bhappening in other States
But it 1s not happening to anything like
the same extent. In zomp of those States
there has been an inerease,  According to
the *Year Book™ figures fur 1917-18, there has
been an inceease i New South Wales of 100
aers, o theresbouts, in potatoes. In nnother
State there has been an incvease in the aere-
ago under peeen fodder, and in another
State an inereaze in the acreage under hnf'.
In some other States, also, wheat is fnirly
well holding its own. The falling off in the
wheat nercage in Queonsland s nlp Hing.
I do not think the * Commonwea hﬁnYEsr
Book™ figures are yet complete, but I am
afraid, when they are, the position will be
close to disastrous. The acreage under wheat
has fallen off from 127,000—in round numbers
—to 21,000,

Mr, CorLixg: What are yon quoting from ?

Mr, SWAYNE: From the * Year Book of
Australin.” And that reminds me of the fruit
roduction. We will take Bowen,. which is
ooked upon as one of the largest fruitgrow-
ing distriets, and where there are very enter-
prising amd up-to<date growers. From 1816
there has been a steady falling off. I am
woting from the months of April, May,
guno, July, and August. In 1916 there was
an export of 95,000 cases, In 1819, during
the season, there were only 55,968 cases
exporied, and in the intervening years there
bave been decreases.

AMr. Cortiss: Where did you get those
figures from?

Mr. SWAYNE: From the departmont.
This department iz ane that everyvone s
essentinlly interested in, and we should, as
far ans possible, diseuss it with a view 15
improving the position, and not with a
view of one party scoring fromi the other.
Speaking from  experience, 1 say that
strikes are u very big factor in the dis-
courngement that is taking place in regard
to farming. I can conceive of no greater
obstacle to the increasing of production than
strikes. With regard to the pastornl branch,
we know that amongst the food requirements
of the world meat has a very Important
lace, and Australia partimﬂnrl looms
argely as a country which shoul one
of the great sources of supplies in that regard,
We find that, from about 1885 we have heen
stationnry in regard to our herds, sometimes
exceoding and sometimes diminishing the
number we had in 1835, but we have hung
about that limit ever sinee, In that year
Australin had nearly 12,000,000 cattle. At
the present time we have less than that num-
ber. As regards Queensland, in 1895 we had
6.822,401. Since then it has decreased, and
now we are only just over the 5,000,000 mark.
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On the other hand, cur population has largely
incveazed. It therefore looks very much as
if, in the near future, Australia would hardly
roduce rs‘nough muat to feed her own popu-
ation. The population of Australia in 1865
was 3,491,000, The populaten is pow just
over 5000,000. In Queensund in 1835 we
hwd, I thiuk, 443,000 peopl

Our popularion to-day is 700,000 people.
Sa that iv will be seen that even in Australin
oir popolation i increasing in a  much
sregter ratio than is our stock, The only
conclusion une can oome to is thar we must
alter our metiods.  Speaking ns one who has
thoueht over the matter and s some practi-
vxl knowledge of thesp things, 1 say we shall
have 1o w2 the plough in conjunction with
our pastoral occupations.  The old days
when we depended entirely upon natural
grasses  fave passed. Wo shall liave to
launch our in new :nethods, The conserva-
vion of fadder and irrigavion has been mon-
ticue . 1 do not think that irrigation will
evir be o very big matter in Queensland ;
wo o onn greatly expaid upon the preseunt
position, wud, we Jue us uny valuable crops
ave coneernicd, no doubt dogetion will be
used in thar connection; but, as regards feed.
ing live stock, | think we must depend more
won  the conservation of fodder that has
Leen prodaced during the sood years. And
that opeis W this feature: we ean hardly
expect the furmer tu carry over big stocks of
nay—dead capital—crops which have cost
him large swns of money to produce; without
some assistance from the State, In New
South Wales they tackled the problem ta a
minor extent lately. They made advances
upon fodder stored in the past. If we waat
to avoid the huge losses that oceur from time
to time owing ta droughiz; if wo want to
save our praducing population from ranning
into debt as they ave compelled to do at
such times, we shall have o consider some
way of fipancing the producer in carrving
over the surplus from the good seasons to
the bare seasons, 1 think rhat is a matter
worthy of the Mimster's attention, [ read
recently a very interesting address delivered
by the principal of the Gatton College: and,
while on this subject, I may state that it iz
refrshing to sce Government officials zaing
outside their own  daties and concerning
themselves in the big questions of the day—
because this fs one of the big guestions of
the day-how we ecan averr the serioas
ruinous loszes that from thoe to rime arise
through drought.  In regurd to the same
sunject there is avother wethod that we

ean deal with to inevease the

[5.80p.n.] carvying eapaeity., Tt all seems

to e that we can do a lot roore
in the way of artificial grasses, and I think
the Department of Agriculture should lead
the way, I think it should rarry on s
Thum‘ug}i systein of investization and experi-
menting in this rogaxd, Before T ger away
from the question of fodder conservation I
wounld like to point ont the necessity for a
more complete system of statisties. I do aot
think the Department of Asriculture could
tell us what amount of fodder it reguires 1o
carry us over o two years' drought or a
thiree wveurs' drought, If we are going to
lay by a store for o bad season, we want ‘o
know what amount of fodder we would
require for that sessan. 1 think ir js time
that we knew more ahout our needs than we
do. know: the depnrtment should do more
than they ara doing in thar respeer. I
noticed tha other day the remarks of the

My, Swayne.]
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Judge in the Arbitration Court, who stated
thut the statisrics were nor complete with
regurd to the sugar industry.  OF course, that
13 another matter.  Getrmg buck to the
matter of artticial grasses. anyvone who bas
tenselled  overland north of Rockhampton
knows what can be done in the way of
cultivating those grasses, It can bp seen on
the North Couwst lne in o small way what
veally ean be done. and what additions ta
sur grazing capacity can be made by layin

areas down with artifieial grasses. Tt wonl

not cost yvery much o clear the Gmber.
First of all, what the department should do
is to find out the best kind of srtificiul grass,
In my distrier we have two very good grasses
—Rhodes and paspalunmi—but a hetter grass
than cither of these two might be found.
Then there is the matter of preparing the
land—work should be done in this regurd.

i mirglnr wention that our value of export
af beef last vear was over seven millions al
money, the exact amount being £7,322 6882
Wall, iF we cun only add one-fifth by the
ndoption of such wethods as [ huve men-
tioned, or wven 25 per cent., you will realise
what wn addition there would bo to the money
eiveulating in Queensland.  Surely  that
hould not be beyond our power to Inerease
the outpur by 25 per cent.! While [ am
spostking on new subjects that the Govern-
ment might go into—and I might mention
that 1 huve urged these matters bhelore
previous Govermmments—there 15 the matrer of
rropical agriculture apare from sugnrgrow-
ing. [ am not soing to speak on the zuzar
quettion just now: I will do thut later on
when [ awall gave ae opportunity of dofng o
under snother vote, We know how muny
articles can be grawn in the tropieal climatos
thut wre ineluded in our daily diet.  One
time in Queensland n large quanaity of rice
whs grown: there was also a lurge gquantity
of coffeo produced at one time,  For sowe
reason or other these industries have practi-
cally ched right our. Talking abour cxperi-
mental farms, 1 think, myself. that we should
havo one in a suitable locality in the North.
The one at Caims—Kamerunga—is not in g
suitable locality. Particular sttention should
be paid to these industries hy th, Govern
ment, amd if it is found on our present
standard of labour that they are not
remunerative, the Govermuent should gzo to
the Commonwealth and prove that we can
zrow the articles, amd lave a proteciive
taritt placed on them. That would enable

us 1o sucressfully  grow these wrticles in
Queensland  and  be  independent  of  the
foreigner.  The sugar industry is the only

one carvied on in the tropies at the present
time. bt there is plonty of room for otler
industrivs, If the Government would only
do as | have suggested. they would find out
how far thes artieles could be soccessfully
grown from a Joommercial standpoint,

At ten minures to 6 o'cloek p.m..
The Csamraax resmimned the chair,

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): 1 do not intend
to say vers much on this vote. do not
intend to pose as an expert either in agri-
eultwre or farming, but T would like to ask
one or two questions of hon, members
of the Oppesition. T would like them to
tell wie how it would be possible to relieve
some of the difficulties the farmer—the man
on the lanc s auﬁ'erinF fram—that is. if he
is suffering WTom any big difficulty bar the
exorbitant upkeep of those who never grow

[Mr. Swayne.
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anyvthing, who never make anything. That
15 the worst thing the mon on the land suffers
from.

Mr. Besmrscros: Like vour State Produce
Amency.

Alrv. HARTLEY : 1 do not think the man
ou the lund eares a snup of the finger for 90
per cent, of the members of Pavliament; if

ow will only keep clesr of him and give
dm 4 square go, he will work out his nwn
destiny on the land. (Hear, hear!) There
are some grave disabilities that the man
on the lnnd and the man whe wants te go
on the land and cannot get there—who is
the man 1 am most concerned shout—have to
face. end all theze go back to the same thing:
The erabbing selfishness of the man who had
the money and bought uq‘ the whole of the
land in the first place. That is the biggest
menace that the farmer has to face to-day.

Mr. BesrixeTox: There is plenty of cheap
land in the Rockhampton distriet

My, FIARTLEY: You want the worker
to toil for a pittance, to toil for you so
that you csn pur money in the hank and
drive about in wyour motor-cars, and such
like. 1 think the worker has been vers good
to =tand ir = long—all this humbug and
ranting Livpoernisy,

My, Besmixerox: Let him produce his own
food.

My, HARTLEY : I have no hesitation in
sayving fthat 994 per eent, of the workers of
Queensland could work yoa blind in one
hour.

Me. Besmixerox: They must be very much
different from wvou then.

Mr. HARTLEY: If you wuan: to work,
I will wark two hours to yvour one, apnd I
will have vou on your back in two hours.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! Order!

Mr. HARTLEY: What I want to point
ont is that one of the big disabilities of the
man on the land, and more particularly the
man who wants to go on the land. is the
high price ke has to pay for suitable land
vithin easy access of a railway line. There
are plenty of young men who are willing
to toke up land and who would take it up
if the land was available. but it has already
besn grabbed by the man with money, Take
all that land on the Evoggzora-Tervor's Creek
line, T know that land ﬁna been grabbed by
n big Brishane draper, and 1 know t]llnt i
is our fagly for allowing it to go. It is an
impossibility now to huy land in that particn-
lay district unless & man is prepared Lo pay
£30 or £340 un acre for it. That is the big
disadvantage—not what the Minister for
Agriculture pays for seed wheat or whether
he distributes in April or May or_any other
month. Here is another thing which I want
hon, members opposite ta tell me something
abouot.

My, Suzer: What big Brisbune draper are
vou referring to?

AMr. HARTLEY : If vou will go to the
Lands Department vou will find out for your-
self. You will find that one of the higagest
drapers in the Valley has that land.

Mr, Smer: Do vou know that the Govern-
ment have gor that land now?

My, HARTLEY : No, T do not know it,
and 1 do not think they have,

Mr, BesBrNuTON ¢ You have fallen in again.
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Mr. HARTLEY: My information is as
recest as lest weel, It is the greatest hom-
bug in the world for the hon, member for
Dravton and the hon member for Murilla to
talik abosgr the retarding of production when
things like this ave going on. Talk abour
production ! Why, I noticed a glut of pine-
apples in the market to-dax, snd buyers weve
praciicalls offeving anvthing thee hiked, just
becayse there was no outlet for this crop.

Mr. Bizen: What eabout wour Stute
canncey ?

M-, HARTLEY : We!ll, the Stute cannery
Bia= o ly been goine eight or fen days. and
it i= moing us fast as it ean. Yeu eannat
zet any business into running order in a
weeek.  To get that plant into running order
will zake &t least three or four weeks. I
wnow that the shipping strike hrs somewhat
retarded the export of fruip lately 10 wiher
warkers thar would have been open to receive
them, angd this is another matier that should
be looked into by the depavtment. Why
shonld any man take up farming land or
enzage in dalrying pursuits at the present
time whet he can ran eattle and ger a4 big
prive for his beef?

My, DBepprNeTox : When he can earn more
money in the eities?

Mr. HARTLEY : He comes to the eciries
heeuse he cannet wot away ; beeause he can-
cot got land excepr at a big price othey than
w few aeres of Crown lands as they ave
boing opened: and when he docs get land
he cunnot ger on to it because of the extor-
tionate prices gharged for implements to
work his land, At the cornmencement of the
Wwur ren-gauge wire was guoted ar £10 a
tom, and the other dax T wot a quotarion and
the price quuted was £47 o on. Who is
going tn fenee a 40-acve farm with wire at
that price?

Me. Grsy: Can't he pul up a * dog-leg”
fonce ?

My, HARTLEY : Cannot he get a brush
fenee, and allow all the poddies of his next
door neighbony to come in® Why cannot
the lion, member talk sense?

M. Bepprscrox: We have been feeding
vou cheap as well ss paying these high
|__1ri(‘{'-3.

My, HARTLEY : The hon, member would
not have o hard job to feed me cheap after
obtaininge directore’ feors from four companies.
One of the loads that the man on the land
has to ecarry iz the divectors of these cheeso
and butrer faerovies. Where is the justifica-
sion for paying €47 a ton for wire® Where
i= the increase in the cost of wire! It is
inpurted Tron overseas, and wages in those
countries have not inervensed by 100 per cent,

Mr. Mooge: Newcastle is making wire.

Mr. HARTLEY: Newecastle is making
wire, anpd they are charging the same rate,
You cannot buy Aunstralian wire at less than
a couple of pounds cheaper than English
wire, This inercase is goitng batk to the
capitalist=. Ts that npt rerarding produe-
tion? If you pat up the price of the imple-
ments o man must have o work his farm. is
that noi going ro retard produetion?
course, it is  Take any other line you like.
Take natls. Nails have ingreased by 300
per cent. to 400 per cent. Then take holts.
You could buy 1 1b. of 3-inch belts for 3d.
at one time. and now you cannot buy 2
single bolt for less than 3d., and a small
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bolt at thai. These are all requived ca o
furm. Take hand pump: er power pumps,
or anvthing yvou like. Four years agn vou
coild buy a hand pump for £2 18s, while
you cannot buy a hand pump for less than
£08 now. and yer they were wostly mmported
prior to the war. Take the ovdinary long-
handlod shovel. 1 do not know that hon.
members opposite are very well sequainted
with that fmplement. T do not suppose they
hurt their backs or have to make their living
by working it, but they must know the price.
1 was 3=, &d. before the war, and to-day
you have to pav. 12s. 6d. for it af ans store
in Brishane. Then. hon. members opposite
say, " We want to ineresse production”
put move mey on the and o buy more
shovels and more punips and make biezer
dividends for your Queen street farmers,
That is whar we have to get away from—the
middleman,

Myr. BepmseTox : And yet you won't let us
put sur produce in the free trade inarkes of
London afrer having to pay thowe prices.

Mr. HARTLEY: You can make your
speech when vou get up. We had a big
drpuglt raging up till the New Year. and
this Government fried to pet fodder from
the South, What did rhe Queen street far-
mers and the Roma street farmers do? Did
rhoy say, " We will give you long eredit?
We will sell it to you at the lowest price?"
That was casily the humane thing to do.
]Bi'l'l‘. Grxx: What did the State Agency
da?

Mr., HARTLEY : The State Ageney conld
not et i, I notice Barnes and Co--1 specify
Barnes and Co., because these geatlemen are
wembers of this Iouse and pose s the
fricnds of the farmer, and though I have no
personal aninus in specifying them, they
shoubd  practise whar  they preach.  Just
before Christinas I happened to look through
rhe market reports and [ snw chaff was some-
where in the vieinty of £1 to £1 1s. a ewt.
Barnes and Co. offered a big lot, and £1 2=
was the best offer, and it was passed. Why
was nor that chafi sold? Btock were dying
and men woere being ruined. Why was not
that chaff sold? It was a big enough offer.
I suppose it did not cost two ** bob™" a bag,
but they did not sell it. They wanted to
rake in hig dividends. Tr is just about
time this hvpoerisy and humbug eceased, and
the man on the land understood that his
salvation lies with himself and in his own
eominon sense. 1 wunl to make this sugges-
tion to ihe Minister for Agriculture; thak
the solution of a good deal of the retarding
of settlement lies in making the implements
which the mun on the land rvequires availablo
to him at the cheapest possible price. And
with that objeet in view I want him to take
the matter up seriously, and ask the depart-
ment to go into the guestion of importing
tools which the man on rhe land requires.
I do not want the Government to start an
agrienlrural implement factory, as that will
take too long, but to bux the implements in
the hest market and sell them to the bona
fide man on the land at a slight increase on
cost price.  If that is done then seftlement
on the land will be given a big impetus, and
you will stop the ceaseless grind of the man
paving off 8 morteage snd helping to build
these big buildings in Brisbane, Men are
coming te Brisbane beeau=e the farms are
morteaged up to the hilt to bur implements
to work the land.

Mr. Hartley.]
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Me. CORSER : T might say that the agri-
enltural industry right along has saffered
from the faect thot implements and wire
have inereased in price, but on the top
of all this we have continvously protested
against the inercased havdships in the way
of taxation. When this increascd caxation
has been put on we never heard hon, wem-
bers on the other side admirting that the
favmer has had a bad time beoanse of the
inerensed cost of implements. As far as
implements go, M. Ryan, when ho appealed
to the electors in 1915, promised the farmers
that he wonld start an implement works
He claimed that that had been done in
Western Aunstralia, and he promised that he
would immedintely start an Jmplement works
in Queensland, so as to provide ploughs,
bindevs, reapers, chaffentters, a other
machinery for the farmers, and thereby cut
out these ﬁrcut combines that were supposed
to e working to the detriment of the man
on the land. Why have not the Government
done thet?  The hon. wmember for Fitzroy
points outhow necessary iv is that some-
thing should be done in order to do awny
with the possibility of people vreciing huge
buildings in Brisbane out nF the profits made
on these implements which are sold ro the

farmers. Why does not the Government
fulfil its promise and manufacture the im-
plements here? Wa know it was only an

eloction cry, and they have no intcotion
whatever of doing any such thing. A= for
wire, our Lands Department established a
systemy vears ago whereby wire wis sup-
plied to the farmers at cost price, and it
1s only during the végime of the Labour
Government during the last few years that
they have ceased to supply wire ta the
farmers af cost price. Under provious Go-
vernments wire was supplied to the farmers
at £12 und £13 per mile. There was no
profit made on that wire. We have hear
wmenmbers of the Government complain about
ships eaming oui here from the old eountry
without any cargo. Why did not the State
Covernmenrs  during  that  time A1l these
boats with ivon and wire, o ns to make good
the shortage in these commodities? We know
that wire snd iron have been high in price,
but the farmers have not been relieved in
any direction by any action of the present
Government.

With regard to the price of land, and the
few people that are holding it; we must
yemember that only a little over 6 per cont,
of the land in Quecnsland has been alien-
ated, and if the Queensland  Government
ennnut supply the farmers with sufficient
land on which to make a lving, then it is
a wnatter for the Government, and not for
the men with a little bit of freehold. 1 know
that some of the hest lands are still held
by the Crown. Goad fruit lends could be
opened, und if there are too many pineapples
being produced to-day, why continue the
system of settling soldiers at Beerburrum ?

“hy have wo flooded Beerburrom with pine-
apple growers if hon. members opposite say
there 1s already a glut in the market, and
we shonld not produce any more?

Mr, Cotuiss: Nobody said we should not
produce more.

Mr., CORSER: That is the inference,

Mr. Kirwas : You know the great mavker
is in the Soich.

Mr. CORSER: It is no use the Govern-
ment asking us for a remedy. It is for the

[Mr. Corser.
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Covernment to solve this problem. We have
peinted our for wsears the disabilitics of the
farmers when they cannot get their stoff to
A market and when they do get it to market
theve i= generally a glut.

The bell indicated that the hon. member's
e had expirved,

Me, BEBBINGTON: In reply to the hon.
member for Firerov, T wounld like to give
ome renson for the rvetarding of sertlement.
Thiz i+ what o farmer wrote to me recently—

“1 usked for an exempiion. stating
my income for the year ending 30th June
Egag'}.&?, amd that my exponditure was

You «=2e the difference?
“T have lost 30 head of eows ™

A COLLINS: T fise to a point of order.
I ask is the hon. member reading a private
Jerter, apd if so, after having read i, will
he la= it an the t ble of the House so that
I may see the signatare?

My, BEBBINGTON: T Lave no objection
whatever.  The writer says—
“ i the Ath ipstant T again wrote,
stating that <o fur as 1 could gather
[ was hesvily taxed, and I asked for
an exemption, and stated that I had
Iost avother hifty head of cattle.”

(Sitting snwsponded from 6 pom. to T pom.)

Mr BEBBINGTON: This farmer’s income
was £167, and lus expenditure In
oue case he lost thirty head of cows, and in
the other he lost fifty head. These returns
ware sent in to the Commissioner of Taxa-
ting, and vet he insisted on having £7 Bs,
8d. out of that man.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTCRE: I have
no control ever that,

AMr. BEBBINGTON: These are some of
the reasons why people are leaving the land.
Because that man did not pay, the Commis-
sioner inflicted a penalts of 10 per cent.,
amounting to 14s. &I.

The Secrerary ¥oR Purrnic Woess: Did he
apply under section 467

Mr. BEBBINGTOX: The Commissicner
insist= an that money being paid.

The SBecmemany ror Pustic WoRES:
could have zot relief.

My, BEBBINGTON: Why do you force
a man to borrow that amount of money w
ay it to the Conmumissioner? Here is the
‘onynissioner’s lotter, 8o that hon members
can see it, I will leave it on the table.

Mr. COLLINS: I represent what, maybe,
is the most important asgricultural electorate
in the whole of Queensland, which produces,
not one partienlar produet, but a variety of
produets,  Anvone who takes the ume to
voud this valuable annual yeport of the
Deparmment of Agrienlture and Stock will
sec thur that statement is correct. I am sick
andd rived of listoning to hon. members oppo-
site, who seem to think they represent
Queensland when they do not. \We cught o
have a map on the wall showing who dass
represent  Queensland.  This side af the
House ropresents Queensland.

My, Bepprxaron: Gum trees,

My, COLLINS: No; people. And they
are intelligent Efop]a. ur 1 would not be in
this House, (Hear, hear! and laughter,)

He
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They are intelligent farmers—cultivators of
the soil,

Hon, W. H. Bisses: You ace a practical
farmer, ave vou not?

My COLLINS: I told the eloctors of
Bowun thaty, while T might net be able to
plough a straight furrow, 1 know what their
roquirements were, The fact that I was
returned @ second time shaws that they
recegnized  that,  (Hear, hear!;, 1 know
something of the requirements of the man
on the land, and I have championed his
cause since I have been in thizs House.
want Lon. members to turn to page 18 of
the report of the Department of Agricnlture
and Stock, because there is there a very
important Purngraph dealing with the con-
aumprion of meat in this Stare, It rveads—

‘*The consumption for each head of
population in this State now stands at
10121 1b. for the year, and is a consider-
able reduction from the total for 1911,
when it reached 278,89 b, fur each indi-
vidual for the vear. Sinee 1911 there
hus been o steady decline in the annual
vonsuraption, but it still remains higher
than probably any other country.”

I am one of those who forecasted a decrenso
in the consumption of meat in Queensland,
That deerease has been brought about by
the high prie. of meat, In mger words, we
have lowered the standard of our comfort
every yeur since 1911, and we now eat 117 1b.
per head of our population less meat than
we did in 1811 at is a very bad sign
indeed, and has been brought about by the
high ecost of meat,

Hon, W, H. Barxes: And & Labour
Government in office.

My, COLLINS: It is not the fault of the
Labour Government in office. The Labour
‘Covernment are doing their very best to
remedy that, Coodness knows what would
bave happened had there not been a Labour
Government  in office to  establish  State
butchers’ shops. We might have come down
to the level of the Ttalian, whase consump-
tion per hesd of population, 1 believe, is the
lowest in Furope, Whar would result? You
tallk about the fighting qunlities of the
native-born Australian and the peaple who
lived in_ Australia! The reason why thev
were such good fghters was they had been
fed well on good beef and mutton. There
has been no decrease in our eattle; rather
has there been an increase, There was a big
increaw from 1817 to 1018, yeb we ate a lot
less meat, If hon. members will tarn to
page B3 thes will find there are 5,786,744
cattle in this State, and the total number of
owners is 42,736, I heard the hon. member
for Miran: say this afterncon we wanted to
clear some of our serub lands on the eoust,
sow artificial grosses, and place cattle on
those lands nfter the prassee had grown, 1
quite agree with that, Let us examine the
awners of those 5.786.744 cattle. We find
that B19 own 3,421,336 of that total. In
other words, 819 people own practically the
means of production sa fnr as cattle are
concerned in this Stare.  Let us examine
sheep, which are mentioned in this report
at page 84. The total number of sheep in
1918 war 18,220.985, and the number of
owners 4.080. We find that 445 s own
12,855,547, No wonder we have had a decline
in the econsumption of meat per head of our
population ! These 818 cattle-owners and 445
sheep-owners own the bulk of our pcattle and
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sheep.  Queensland  ought io be ecurcying
three times the nupber of cattle i 32 care-ing
at the presons thme if the lands woere pat to
their hiost pec,

While on this gnestion of putting land to
its best nse. L want to draw the Minister's
artentior: 1o what has taken pluce in iha
Argentine, We all know that the Argentine
= o greur cartle country, and lhas beeome
suclr nor by reason of the natural grosses
which grow there, but hy the actilicin] yrasses
which were sown theve, prineipally lueerne,
L would suy ro ihe Ageicualtnral Departinens
that they ought fo hinve experimental piots;
they ought to go over the whole civilised
world, and the payt which is not rivilisd,
ant on these exporimental plots plant the
different grasses of the world and see if we
cannot fmprove upon the native grosses. 1
believe they can be improved upon, 1t should
be the duty of the Agrieultural Deparoment
to carry out experiments with ¢ view
making two blades of grass grow vhere cne
is growing ur the present time. Most conntries
have bad to bovrow their vrassss from other
countries, and that is v hat we should do,
During my journey through the Gulf country,
L was struck with the wide'rivers and crecks
in that part of Quecnsland. I, myself, have
experimented in o small way with what is
known as Elephunt grass. 1 believe if that
grass were sown in the beds of some of those
creeks and  rvivers, it would survive an
ordinary flood. and during a dry time it
would do well, with the rvesult that the cattle
which now die from drought would be saved.
A few nmunutes ago I referred to the number
of persons who own the bulk of our sheep.
I believe that from the Tweed up to Cape
York our const is quite cupable of supporting
more sheep than there are in the western
country at the present moment; because,
after all, what are 18.000.000 sheen in o great
State like Queensland? 1 do not say we
should go m for Merinos. There are other
sheep outside those, sueh as Lincolnshires,
Leicestershires, Romney Marsh, and  scores
of others, There is n splendid work iu the
Library dealing with the different kinds of
sheep in the werld. Al thar eountry could
be developed, not by a few people owning
12,000,000 sheep. but by thousands, maybe
tens of thousands of men seriled upon the
land, pach having small flocks of sheep, Thaut
is what we want in this country. We do not
fow men owning the bulk of the herds
iving at Wooloomooloo and 8t. Kilda,
and other places, and sguandering the wealth
which iz produced, as the English landlords
used to do in years gone by in regard fo
Ireland, India, ond other countries, We
wani 1o sce the wealth distributed amongst
the people who settle upon the soil. If there
is any one measare we should be proud ef.
it 1s the Co-operative Agriculiural Production
Act, which makes advances far sheep, eattle,
and pigs.  Anyone who has gone to the
trouble 1o look the matter up knows there
are very fow pigs in Australia in proportion
to the number in other countries of the
world, Wae should encourage people to go in
more for pig-raising. That is what [ preach
in my electorate,

During the vourse of the debate mention
was wade of ireigation, [ hen. entlr:rua.n
will turn their attention to page 15 of this
report they will fnd that out of 6,947 acres
irrigared in the whole of Queensland, 4,520
nores are in the Bowen electorate. That
proves what I said at the commencement of
my speech. Tobaceo was mentioned this after-

Mr. Collias.]
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noon, and a< T represent the second largest
tobueco-producing  contre in Queensland, 1
am goig to say a word on tobasco. I would
ake the Minister to consider the sdvisability
of wotiing an export to_instruct the people
haw to grow tobacco, If the hon. member
for Carnwrvon looks up his Aoures he will
find that I am coveeer, and that while he
veprosents the largert tobacco-growing distiiet,
I vepresent the second largest so far as
praduction of tehareo is concerned, On page
114, 1 find thar there was 20,503 1h. of tobacoo
produced in Bowen and Proserpine, The hon.
momber for Mivani, who is nlways a Jere-
minh, is always crying * Stinking fish " and
belittling the Nort

Hon, W. H. Baryes: He is always sticking
up for the Norgh.

Mr. COLLINS: He i- always saying that
the land is going out of cultivation and
peaple ave going off the land. Iu my elee
torote they are going on the lund. ound
about Bowen there was n deceonse of 22
acres in the eultivation of tobacoo and 2 aeres
of an inercase at Proserpine,

My, Mostax: Where?

Mr. COLLINS: In the Bowen electorate,
The hon. member may laugh, hat one of the
vorld’s greatest thinkers and philosaphers
taught me. as far back as he year '83, that
the very foundation of society depends upon
the cultivation of the soil. (Hear, hear!)
It is no laughing matter when dealing with
the men who have to cultivate the soil, This
party stands for assisting them, and we are
assisting them to the best of our ability.

I want to correct the hon. member for
Mirani with regard to sugar. He wont so
for in his quotation and then came to a full
stupr; why, I do not know. What he said
wis  teme—that there was o decrense in
cultivation, In 1917 there wers 175,762 acres
eultivared and 108,707 weres crushed. 1 want
the han. genptleman to take notice of that,
In 1918 rhere were 160,534 avres cultivated
and there were 111,572 acres crushed. There
were more acves crushed in 1918 than from
1814 to 1918. T do not know why hon. mem-
bers will not be honest when quoting figures,
I will guote the whole of them if they
desive.  Thove is no ervedit in quoting figures
jast to try and score one against your
opponent.  Unforrunately the hon, member
for Mirani is not here, ‘and I do not want
ty make an attack upou him in his absence,
In 1917 the production was 307,714 tons of
sugnr.  In 1918 it was 189,978—u vory large
fulling off, although there were nenrly 3,000
acres more crushed; but that was owing to
drought, for which we are not responsible.
Surely the hon. member for Bulimba would
not blame us for the drought, he would blame
Providencs for that. But we can provide for
that by earrying out—as the member for Nor-
mn_nh_\_ pointed our—water conservation and
irrigation. This report of the Secrctary for
Aincuimm i# 1 valuable one, and I shall
tuke cnre that some man on the land gets it
so that he ean know what is being done in
the Btate of Queensland.

I have vot mentioned the fruit grown in
my clectorate, but hon. members opposite
know it is wbout the third largest fruit-
growing distvier in Queensland, notwithstand-
g the figures quoted by the hon. member
for Mirani, He talked sa low that 1 eould
not follow him as closely az 1 should like.

[#fr. Collins.
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If he would speak a little louder it would
be far easier for me to reply to him, but T
gonevally have 1y writ and read - Hansard ™
to know what he really did say.

1 quite agree, bowever, that this depart-
ment should veceive more nssistence than in
the past. with & view to stimulating produc:
tion,  Maove men should go on che land,
not onl, i Queenslind, but in every country
. the  world, Every  cucouragement
will be given by this Government to
mea who go npon the land. That is what
the Agrvicultural Department and the Lands
Deparvtment arve here for—not so much to be
looking after revenue, but to eive assisteoce
to men who ave willing to cultivate the soil
and become free and independent citizons,
With all due respeet to hon. wembers oppo-
site, who are always pointing out how
poverty-stricken he is, the man on the land
1=, o ought to be, the most independent man
in the community, The hon. member for
Dragton said thi uft rnoon that he was o
sueepssful man on the fand, The man en the
fand has not to go cap in hand begring
leave to roil for sosme other man, He has
always plenty of work—(Oppesition laughter
—and i¥ never gut of employwent.  He shoul
uat swell the anemploged 3f he does justioe
to the land and cultivates and improves it

Mr. Moore: He has to do 2 jolly lot for
nathing, though.

Me. COLLINS: e is not the ouly man
who does work for pothing, If 1 got gold
from every danffer shaft when T was pros
peeting, I would be the richest man in the
House to-day. 1 am not saying he <hould
work for nothing, Perlps the hor, member
is willing to employ men for nest to nothing.

Mr. Moore: Oh! no.

Mre. JAMES (Logan): | would like to say
i few words on the conduet of the dopartivent
genevally,  There are vavious directions, 1
think, in which the interests of the farmers
can be studied ro advantuge by the Govern-
ment and members gencrally,  Same lave
been pointed out, and we sometimes meet
with absurdities,  In the regulations govern-
ing the advances to d iry farmers, aod so
ou, we find that the mortgage is held, not
only aver the cartle en which the advances
are made, but over the progeny thereta dur
ing the eontinuance of '.‘}u secupity.  So that
if an adyancoment is made against the dair
cattle, the departiment or the Savings Ban
have the right of mortgage over the caives
of the cows on whieh the advauce is made,
It would, therefare, be difficult, from a legal
point of view, to Hud where the ownership or
the calf beging on the part of the farmer, or
whether the ealf veally belongs to the
Geovernment for the time being, and what
rights the farmer has in the way of disposal
or sile of that calf, That is one of the
ab=urdities. There are many differences of
opmion a3 to how far the Government have
o right 10 interfere or take part in the con-
duer, not only of business in general, but of
agriculture; and | think the Govermment
dopartments are learning now that excessive
interferenee  in departinents  where  the
receive  less assistance from private indi.
videals—I think they are finding out that
they had berter lenve sueh things alone and
devote their attention to those functions of
govermment which are allowable and tend to
the development of the State. For instance,
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scientific research und general iustruction of
the farieis in the rechnicnl uspects of agri-
culture are always desirablo,  We notiee that
the =ail is vapidly being worked our in mnan:
indnstries—such as cane, fruitgrowing, ete.—
and very little attention is being given to the
proper rotation of erops. In England, where
soil has been under cultivation for 1,000
vears, it s richer and more fevtile than ever
before, aud in many distriers van will find
soil which has been so lony eultivated, very
fartile, wheveas rhe natural formation of the
soil 15 poor. This is one direction in which
the Government, I think could, with advau-
tage, extend scientifie research in particulur
relation  to  the elimatic conditions  and
requirements of Queonsland and also in the
instruction of fariners. One important point
ratsed was in connection with the disabilities
which farmers suffer as a divect vesult nof
Government action, and that 18 the excessive
number of roturns thit have to he made out
in regard to different taxes. There are, 1
think, such taxes as cane prive boarvds tax,
and diffevent other pefty taxations of that
sort that could well be put in with the zenoryl
taxation, so that instead of a farmer puying
separately and waking out sepavate returns,
the whole of this taxation, with the return.
conld be eonsolidated so that the one vetuen
and ane navrpane ronld Anear the lae andd
come out of consolidated revenue, 1 sald
that the department was really beginning
to find out where the natuval limits of their
activities ended, but we notice in the lost
annue] report of the Department of Agrienl-
ture, It says—

“The disclosures in the Federal Parlia-
ment eoneerning pools and the effect of
them, added to the expericnee of pro-
ducers and manufactarers in Quecnsland,
would not =eem to encoursge further
adventure into that kind of business now
that the war is over and trade is return-
iy to normal avenaes”

This is the report of the Under Seeretary for
Agriculture to the Minister for Agrienlture,
and, therefore, we can tuke it us the advice
of the departinental head, s the result of his
experience, to the pelitical howl of the
department.  In another plage we find—

“ During the early yoars of the war the
foodstufts thar could be mado available
for the TDperial Govermient wers
nogotiated through the Agent-General;
but farer all sales were assumed by the
Faderal Government. The peior evstemn
wis much move catisfactory from a busi-
ness point of view to the State and 1o
the producers also: and now thut normal
conitions are returning it is to he hoped
that the interference of the Common-
wealth in the channels of trade will be
disconrinued, During the war no ohjee-
tion could in any way be raised. bur
surely now that peace has bren declared
the producers and merchants ought to be
allowed to pursue their cullings without
being roquived to deal throngh an avenne
that may not be satisfactory to them

The Under Seerciary. in this report, recog-
nises the limits of Government action and
interference in the ordinary course of busi-
ness, and it is probably due in some measure
to the disastrous experienee of the department
in their excursions into the pulverising of
lime, where we have an instance where State
cnterprise was indulged in with the laudable
object of providing farmers with cheap
fortiliser, 1 might remark that T think there
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has been any amount of scope for assisting
the farmer i the way of ferrilisers, because
for smme vears a large part of the meat
refuse forrilisers in Queensband lave been
sxported to Japan instead of belsg verained
here,  The Government should Tave tried

to assior the favmer in the marvket

(7.30 pomn. ] wnd used their finaneiul rasourees

as minch as they could,  Aecord-
i to the Andiror-Geneal’s voporr, o very
familiay statement is that the profiv and loss
account, from September to Decembier, re-
vezled a los of £811 17= 64, and <howved
that it enst L3447 o prodoce 20 tons of lime-
stane, or £15 8 per ton after the Govern-
ment's own estimate that it would cost 5s.
or 6:. per ton, Subsequently, on the 30th
June, 1919, the actual cost was reduced to
£4 05 100, per ron,  We find this as the
Gnal statpreent—that the pulverizing of lime
lins bieen discontinged, showing that the Go-
vermment had found out that theve is a itk
in the ficlds of manufacture,

The Home SEcRETARY : They ave producing
hundreds of tons of lime for the canefields
in oy distriet,

Mre, JAMES: 1 hope you are doing it
morve syeeessfully than in this small place
here, and which, no doubt, the Governmens
have tried to raver up.

A UORSER: Lhey don't (1K€ The Trut.

Mr. JAMES: Meation has been made
alout the Srate canning factory. I do not
koow what conneetion thet has with agricul-
ture, but iustead of that factory being ready
tor tlis pineapble season, they have only
bren able ta cope with 1.000 cases. Whz, a
httle co-operative factory in Btanley street,
which has only ecapitul to the ectent of
£5,000, has been haodling the bulk of the
pineapples in Brisbane without anything like
the eapital outlaid by the Government, But
they had beains behind them, and, in one
instance. have scoured tinplates to last them
antil 1921, 1 would like o know if the
Stare Government have looked as far ahead
s that with theiv tinplates.

Mr. SPENUCER (Maranowe): 1 do not think
ther the Minister has heard any suggestions
fromm members who have spoken that are
going to encoursge men to produce more
wedlth on the land. T admif, in common
with everyhody else, that in Queensland—in
fact, Australin—morns production should take
place,  The mainspring of produetion is
profit. wnd if anv production is profitable
men will g on the land and produce wealth.
The first thing is to consider how we are
going o get men on the land.

Mr. HartLEY : Give themn half a share of
what they produee.  Ther will be satisfied
with that.

Mr, SPENCER: T do not think that the
present Government's aetion iz likely to
enconrase produetion, For instance, take the
sifuriunate selector. Rvery time there is a
reappraisement  of  vent the Government
always upply for an increaszed rental. Some
fittle time ago in wmy distriet there were
ahout forty or fifty rents to he reappraised.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! That is not
within the senpe of this vote, Tt comes under
the Land Office Eztimates.

Mr. SPENCER : 1 just wented ta show how
it affected production.  There iz increased
froight. increased taxation, and other things,
and men will ot settle down in the couniry
and produce wealth while they have to face

Mr. Spencer.]
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all thise reoubles.  Then, the hon. member
for HBowen quoted something with regard
to earrie. Ile showed us that a grear nunber
of rhe eattle wore held by large vwners:
but stutisties show that the bulle of the
auttle ave hedd by 40,000 holders of undee 300
hiad, aud if vou interfers with the value of
thiir stnck 1t nor only hats the big man but
the =tuall man toe. With regard to the
caftle. 1 qpute apree—and [ think every
Lo, wemnber will agree—ihat the smallest
livine aveq that you can get a man to settle
on the hetter.  That 1= a matter that the
Government should find out—whar iz the
g Mest aren that i& possible for a man
to make a living on and be suecessful .
Evervhody vou moeot talks about the poten-
tinlities of Queensland. There is no doubt
that wo have one of the finest countries in
the world. Practically every acre of ground
in Quesnsland is available for gome kind of
seltlement, and you ecan produce evervthing
that is reanired.  We can produce English
frovts, teomical froits, wheat—in fact. every-

thinz, T am very sorry to see that there is
siuch » =mall amonnt put down on  the
Arvicalral Fstimntes,

My, CartER: Whet do you mean by

Enelish Truite?

Mr. RPENCTER: Plums, pears, and other
frinfts.

Mr. Csrrer: They are not English fruits.

Mr. SPENCER: I am not going to dis-
ecuss now wherher they are English fruits
or not, but T gm going to say that we can
‘grow “fruit in s tropieal elimate, a rold
climate, and a medinm climate, and it is
fo be regretted that we have net more papu-
lation to put it to the best use. With regard
to the question of the raising of wheat. 1f
wheatgrowing is a pavable proposition, it
is very easy to gef people to produce it.
Unforrunatelv. most of the seitlers have
found other avenues give better results than
farming, and I know that in my district
they have given wp farming and are going
in for dairgine. This wheat farming, I
think. should be a side line, Mixed farming
should bhe encouraged, Let n man grow
wheat, do a little dairying, and have a few
sheep and cattle.

My, Cartir: You are very good at advis-
ing other people what to da.

Mr, BPENCER: I could give yon some
very good adviee. 1 sav that the Govern-
ment should find ont what is a living area
that a man can earty on suceessfully, and
belp him on to that land: but if you inerease
his railway freights, his land tax—the most
unjust tax o man was ever asked to pay——

M, Cornixs: Who pavs it?

Mr, BSPENCER: You and I pay most of
it.  Take. for instance, the storekeepers in
Queen street,

The CHAIRMAXN: Order. order!

Mr. BPENCER: I wanted to point out
that the main objeet of the Government
should be to try and encourage people o
produce more wealth, and we must make
the land morve attractive for them. Then
you will have to sssist him as far as water
15 concerned. Look at the amonnt of |oss
that we have just suffered through the late
drought. This vounld have been avoided if
we had had a water conservation scheme.
‘Then, 1 say that a large area of land should
be develaped and made ready for a selector
e go on, Then there is the matter of sesd
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wheat, This year favmers, as is well known,
will be very short af sced whest, and 1 am
sorey to say that the Government have made
o provision for them at all. The hon
tietnber for another remote district—owen
va thetr they are nat geowing wheat,
Unforinnaiely, they are not, DBut we wank
to encoursge them to do =o. We have had
roagnifeent rains during the lust moenth. and
the soil at the present time is in magnificent
nrder for plunging, Coming down through
my district the other day, I could see people
Elaugl:ing up the zoil, but these men wi
ave no seed wheat to plant. I think the
Minister should make provision for the svp-
ply ol seed wheat to these farmers.

Hon, W, H. Bapxes: He should have
made it available before this

Mr. SPENCER : Beveral members say that
the farmers of Queensland arve behind to
the extent of about £47.000, and are making
w grest noise abont it, some of them
remarking that the farmers will not pay
for the wheat. I say if you give them
£50.000 a xear it would be a good thing
to encourage them to go on the land. In
miy cistriet we arve paying 64d. for a 2-1b
lonf of bread. Surely there is more room
for wheat. We have just passed a vote for
£40.000 for the velief of unemployed, and yet
a fuss is being made because the farmera
cannot pay up %or their seed wheat. 1 know
several farmers in my distriet who wonld not
take the wheat offered hy the Government,
on account of the ingoisitorial gquestions
that had lo be answered in the application.
I know of several farmers who tore their
applications um.

Mr. Kirway : They nsk the same questions
in Victoria, under a Liberal Government.

Mr. SPENCER: Here are the conditions
under which the Government of Queensland
offer the wheai—

“With the seecurity of a lien upon
crops and o proportional payment from
dairying returns, or other security. for
the repayment of the debt that might be
inemrred.”

Just fancy, asking these unfortunate furmers
to give a lien on their crops to pay for their
wheat !

_ Hon, W. Bertras: Would they grow wheat
if you gave it to them for nothing?

Mr. SPENCER : Yes, I believe they would
if you gave it to them for nothing, At the
Rami State Farm we have an excellent man
in charge, probably the best man in Aus-
tralin for the hybridising of wheat, and I
want the Minister to allow the seed wheat
that i= there lo remain in the distriet for
the farmers. Tt iz an arclimatised wheat,
and T ean wssure the hon. gentleman that
a numher of farmers there will put in wheat
if they can get the sced. At one time we
used to have 60,000 aeres under wheat in
my distriet, but, unfortunately, the area
under eultivation “has dwindled down until
now we have only about 10,000 acres of
wheat,

Hon., W. BERTEAM:
for that decrease?

Mr. SPENCER: The farmers have found
that it is not profitable, and they have gone
in for dairying. [ believe it would pay the
Government to give a guarantee to the
farmers that they would get a certain price
for their wheat, and it would slso pay them
to give the farmers the wheat, 1 believe the

—EAVE
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farmers are honest enough to pav the Govern.
ment back for their seed wheat if they get
a crop.

Hon. W. BrrtRaM:
solve the problem.

Mr. SPENCER: I do uot think it will,
but it would give a big impetus if the
Grovermunent would show a ittle more energ
in the matter of supplying these farmers wit
wheat, In conpection with State farms, o
zroat dewl of assistance could be given to
the fnrmers by supplving stud bulls, In
Roma we have a stud bull. It is supposed
1o be s Durham bull, but the hon. member
for Murilla saw this bull, and he said it is
only a common herd bull worth sbout 25
, Buineas.

Mr. Moreas - I would not put him in my
berd at all.

Mr, SPENCER: It is just as well, where
l1'rlou have stud awimals on these farms, to
ave the very best, and not the worst. They
should be an example to other people. There
i3 another thing that retards settlement to
a large extent, and that is the Government
i‘lem’ the farmers the right to have freehold
and,

The CHAIRMAN: Ovder!
nothing to do with this vote,

Mr. SPENCER: The other day in Bris-
bHane there was an advertisement for men
who were prepared to take on dairying on
shares, and do you kuow that one firm had
just under 200 applicants, and most of those
men who applied to become share dairy
farmers were men who huad lest their cattle
during the last drought. It was a pitiable
stute of affairs to see such a large number
of men who, having lost their own stock,
were now prepared to become share dairy
farmers,

Me. Hasteev: IF they had a frechold, 1
suppose they would not have lost their stock.

Mr. SPESCER: I do not know whether
they hud freehold or vot, but we know that
these men did lese their stock, and are now
willing to take on dairving on shares. I
have not such s great faith in irrigation as
some people have. I think far better results
can be obtained with the natural resources
of the country if they are properly developed.
If you give the farmers ams settlors assist-
ance te provide water, they will be much
more suceessful. 1 do not know of any part
of Australin thar Las been profitable under
irrigation.

Mr. Morcax: Lerigation is very profitable
on the Mildura,

Mr, SPENCER: Such ocreps as fruoits,
potatoes. and sugar. perhaps, may be profit-
ably grown with irrigurion, but you cannot
irrignte such things as wheat, and irrigation
is not going to be the wonderful thing that
some people think. The proper thing to do
i3 ta give these men a living avea, and give
them assistance to provide water nnd other
things.

Mr. BULCOCK: There is one phase of
agriculture that has not been dealt with dur-
ing this debate, and that is the question of
pluntbreeding.  Some  very  valouhle data
have been received from the Burbank Institute
in America, Burbank has been termed the
wizard of plant Tife, and in his general cal-
ture and hybridising he has done things that
scientists a few generations ago nsserted were
absolutely impossible of achievement. Far

Free wheat will not
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instance, he has crossed the plum with the
apricot. Now, we had his parallel in Aus-
tralia in the lare William Fareer., Mr
Farrer produeed * Federation®™ and many
other wheats which were adapted to the
climate of New South Wales. He converted
the western portion of New South Wales
from w pastoral area info a wheatgrowing
ares simply becayse he was able w evolve
types suituble for the climate of thosa areas.
Take, as one exsmple, " Federation.” When
Alr, Farrer frst speeoeded in lixing ** Fodera-
tion,” the millers of the South Riverina and
Victoria paid 1d. per bushel more for
# Federation” wheat than they paid for
other wheats, simply because it was & strong
wheat as compared to the other wheats
grown at the time, and it was worth a penny
a bushel more for the purpose of strengthen-
ing the weuaker wheafs, Subsequently, Mr.
Farrer was suceessful in producine wheats
which were much stronger than ** Federn-
tion,” and they drove “ Federation"” from
priority of position, Take, as an example,
Y Firbank wheat, which you may sow in
August in the Southern Riverina, and which
von take off first, He converted weak chaff
wheats into strong chaff wheats, and he made
whest a conumereinl proposition in Vietoria
and New South Wales to a greater extent
than would have been possible had it not
been for his work. He set to work to pro-
duce bunt proof, rust proof, and smut proof
wheat, am{, all of them promised to a
hiz success. For a number of years " Flor-
ence’’ was a very popular wheat amongst
the growers in counsequence of its resistance
to bunt. I take it that the reason why wheat-
growing has not succeeded in Queensland in
the way we would have liked is due to the
fact that we kave not evolved the proper
varietivs of wheut We know that plant-
breeding and hybridising are asseptial for the
pradisction of o fixed variety suitable for the
climate of ony particular avea. It is pos-
sible, in view of what has been done in the
South by Me Farrer, und in view of what
has been done by Burbank in America, to
ovolye types of wheat in Queensland which
have not yet beon evelved. In Arizona they
have grown wheat on & 10-inch rainfall. In
the Northern States of America they have
two distinet varietics of wheat; thes bave &
summer wheat and a winter wheat. There
ave soven busie varivties of whear and 600
or 700 varietiee evolved out of these, and we
cannot say for one moment that we have
exhausted the possibilities of plantbreeding
in relation to wheat or anything else,

Alv. Mougax: In the Mullee. in Victoriu,
they have grown wheat oo an f-ineh rainfall.

Ar. BULCOCK: That is whera I coma
from. The position is this: that if it has
heen demonstrated that it is possible to hreed
wheat suifable for southern climatic candi-
tions. it is quite logical to suppose that such
a course is possible in Queensland. When
wp have the right variety of wheat evolved
in Queensland, then will Queensland again
take her place as a wheatgrowing State. 1t
i= simply due to the fact that we have not
vet been suceessful in evolving the raﬁht
varieties of wheat that Queensland has
declined as o wheatgrowing State. and it
is wessential that this matter should be
cmbarked on. [t takes seven years to fix
a variety of wheat, and there is no guaranies
of permancit fBxation under ten years, and
consequently the sooner we embark on this
work the sooner are we geing to get definite

[3r. B wicack.
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results=. I heard the hon. wember for the
ubsctive district of Marauoa rewerk that there
wus 4 goad deul of whontbreeding going on
at Roma. T also have heard of the work of
the gentioman who s in charee of the expori-
wental statiop at Reoma, and 1 hove heard
his work very fuvourably commented on, I
have tuken ome o ddevablo interest o
plintirecding, move capecially in rolation 1o
wheat. T nughe state vhar Me, Foaeter diod
after brooding cectain wheats, and ** Bun-
yip," * Fiybank,” and some of those wheats
whieh bhave sincs become famovs in New
South Wales and Vietoria were subsequently
lixed by a labourer, My, Hurst, who was
working under the direction of Mr. Farrer
at the Wagga agricultural experimoental
plot. My, Hurst bas fully demonstrated to
the Now South Wales Agricultural Depart-
ment that he iz capable of carrying on this
work of whestbreeding, but there was a con-
siderabic lapse of time after Mr, Farver's
death before Me. Hurst was capable of fune-
tioning iu the way My, Farver was funetion-
ing. I say that to indicute the necussity of
traming,  Admirtedly, we huve a goad nan
at Roma, but, nevertheless, it 8 desirable
that someone should bo trained in his par-
ticular methods of Lyhridising. There 1s o
good deal of data regui to  ascertain
\'Ehel:he:' we are progressing on right lines
From poe seed of wheat 1 have seen wheat
'z;ow 2 feet high, and wheat grow 6 feet
iigh, That has been brought about by selec-
tion during suceessive yvears, and it i¢ neces-
sary that one man shouid be in the confidence
of the man carrying out the work, so thet he
would understand the whole system. The
New South Wales Department of Agriculture
recognise the necessity for plantbreeding, and
moro vspecially for wheat reading, and the
“ Daily Telegraph,” a conservative paper
published in Sydney, establishod a Farrer
fund wnd o Farver scholarship tenable for
one yvear at the Bathurst Agricultural Colle
or the Waggs Agricultural College, I do
not suppose the * Couvier ™’ wuulﬁ be pre.
pared, in the interests of citizonship, to
extend the same opportunity to farmers' sons
in Quecnsland as has been extended by the
* Daily Telegraph ™ in New South Wales.
There is another scholarship which makes
provision for two years at the Sydney Uni-
vevsity for research work, and one yoar at
the Oxford University, should the student
after two years at the Sydney University
demonstrate that he is suited to vesearch
work, This scholarship is known as the
Farrer scholarship. Fands in remembrance
of Mr, William Faveer were raised by publio
subseription amongst the millers and whoat-
growers, and amangst those who permanently
articipated in the advantages aceruing from
My Farrer's work. This scholarship is worth
about £78 a year for two years
[8 p.m] and about £120 for the fina
: year at Oxford. Supposing some-
thing of that nature were emﬁarkr- on in
Queensland, the sons of farmers or others
who showed aptitude in that direction. and
were trained along the lines of agricultural
research, hybridisation, and plantbreeding
would be ub']iggd te place their special train-
ing st the service of the State, because thars
is no other gutlet for such specialised train-
ing, When we remembor that the cabbage
we have to-day wus vaized from a wild annusl
which was growing on the chalk cliffs of
qunr‘ and see the gap which has been
br:dg«_ed as a consequence of selecrion and
breeding, we will naturally see the advan-
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tages of having somebody in process of tryin
16z by the State to organise plantbreeding
institutions along the Lincs, perbap., of the
Monde! institurions to evolye thoww varieties
which are essential for the satisfactory von-
duer of agricultoroal cuaterprises in Queens-
land.  We have m Quecnsland the brains
which are necessary for this sort of thing.
Thoe farinees, willess, and wheatgowers of
New South Wales showed a patriotie spirit
a5 far as their Srate was concerned, whea
they founded this Farver scholpsiup, Perhaps
it might not be out of place that a scholar-
ship should be founded on similar lines in
Queonsland, subseribed to by these who woulu
participate in the benefits accruing from a
betrer selection of wheat being available for
owing. By contributing towards ifs estab-
lishigent they would be doing something for
their own advantage and the advantage of
the State,

My, SIZER: Probably | would not have
spoken during this debare had™it not been,
for the vemarks mwade by the hon. member
for Firaray this afternoon, One or two con-
clusions at which he avvived were eertininly
interesting,  OUne was that the tremendous
cost of implements was o greut disadvantage
met with L # man who was anxious to go
on the land. I wm inclined to think that
implements are at an extraordivary high
price at the precent time. But I bave n
my hend & pamphlet isued in 1815 by the
Labour party when they were discussing this
question and a -|n~a|i|:F for the suffrag's of
the poople. 'I!Iu\_\' told the electors—parti-
culavly the farming secrion—that if they were
returnod to power they would de away with
the middleman  desling  with  agricaltural
implements and estublich in his stead State
implement works, [ rhink that was & part
af the Premior's poliey.  When that was
mentioned  to-day  the AMinister interjected
that that would lollow the State steelworks.
The Government have heen ralking for five
years about the establishmont of State iron
and steel warks, and they have not yet
determined the site.  We have reason to
believe that it will probably be another year
before the -ite is determined. Mr. Brophy
estimates that he will take four vears at least
10 get theee warks into full operation. That
will be ton years. Then we must assume if
will be probably 1wa years before the nnple-
ment works can be established, so that that
would make it twelve years at the lowest,
ar seven years from the present date, hefore
theve is any possible hope of the Srate
implement warks being established,  What
sort of I|u||m is thut for a man who wants
to go oon the land? 1 feel surve it will give
the hon, member for Lockyer a lot of ronsola-
rian when he gets home to his new farm to
know that in ar least seven vears’ time he
will be able to get cheap implements from
the Government, If there were an injustice
—and there was onc—in 1915, and it was
retarding production, what have the Govern-
ment beon doing from that year until now,
realising that fact? Then they will come
down 1o the House nnd eviricise those people
who, they say, are ' favrming the farmers.”
By their inactivity they are farming the
farmers. Another interesting point raised by
the hon. member for Fitzroy was the holding
of Jand to the detriment of those men who:
wanted to go an the land, He inzstanced
cases where land wag being held, presumably
for speculntion—and when a man wanted
land he had to pav £40 an aere to a syndi-
cate before he could get it. He maintained—
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and probably rightly—that that was retarding
peoduction.  That would be all righe if i<
wore vonfined to one section, but we find it
goes on in other walks of life, und that land
15 Iminf; held by men you would least expecr
to hold it, and we heir nothing of i, T do
not believe in men holding Iunﬁ_ far specnuls-
five purpnses where it is requived for pro-
duction, It is just as well to speak plainly.
Very aften, when 1 am tvavelling in w teain
particularly up the Neorth Const line, I see
and 1oing itﬂin eloze to the line, ohyviously
held for the purposss of speenlation. T noticed,
in looking over some files, that in 1916 there
was an agriealtural seleetion of 775 acres,
sortions 132 and 134 of the parish of
oerwah—

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
before the Chamber has nothing to
land selection.

Mr. SIZER: I am veferving to this fact
which was raised in debate

The CHAIRMAXN : The bon, member mav
rofer to the matter in passing.

Mr, BIZER: There is one hlock of land

of 775 wcres and another of over 300 aeres
tuken up in 1916, just before the perpetual

The guestion
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leass system came into vogue.  Both those
farms will become {frechold wt the end of

twenty-five years, They weee taken up at
10#. an acre in the first case and 13s. 4d. in
the second. They remain there to-dar and
have not been cultivated. s it not reasonable
to wssume that that land s being held for
speculation? I ask the hon, member for
Fitaror does he thiok that that land is held
far speculation? Would he be surprised to
hone that that land is held by the Minister
for Agriculture?

The Seceersry For Acmicrireae: Will you
talee it and worlk it if T give it 1o you?

My, SIZER: T am not saying thas, 1f
the hon. gentleman wore to give it to me
no doubt 1 vould da the same thing as he
is doing—scll it an the rise if T could, The
Minister for Agriculture must say either
that there is no harm in speculating in land
and holding it with a view to a rise and
keeping it out of production, or that the hon.
member for Fitzroy was wrong in his conten-
tion that the holding of land is detrimental
fo production.

The SecreTarY For Ramways: You have not
aceepted that challenge yet.

Mr. Corser: I will take it for nothing,

The SecrETary For Acricrirvee: Will you
work it?

The CHAIRMAN: T vemind the hon.
member for Nundale that we are not dealing
with the Land. Department’'s Estimates.

My, SIZER: We have to consider this
question of inereasing  production, 1 am
inclined to think we will have to make our
method of land settlement easier than it is,
The spirit of the times is that men are not
prepared to do the same bullocking as the
old pioneer farmers did; and 1 do not
altogether blame them. T think the Govern-
ment should consider the question of makin
adequate provision to meet the change o
times. 1 believe it would pay the Govern-
ment, instead of investing o large sum in
State enterprises, to invest, say, £25,000,000
in clearing land and makiog ready-made
farms in order that men can go on to those
lands und, instead of waiting five ar six
years for a return, be able to get o return
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i & comparanvely short time. If it showed
a joss in the ioitial  steges, the country
wauld benefit by leaps and bouunds at the
end of a very feow years; if not actually in
thar diveetion, hy the income rax returns us
a result of the profits which wonld be made
from that leod, It would pravide immediase
cimployment for o large number of unem-
ploved. and the country wonld be able to say
thai £25.000,000 or so sunk in that direction
would bring in some adequate return,

Ale, BUTLER (Lockyer) . 1 think we are
fortunate in having such a  sympathetie
Minister as the presant Ministor for Agrical-
ture. (Hear, hear!) I find that the Minister
has offered land to the hon. memiwr for
Nundali, provided he will work ir. I would
Iike to know from the Minister, when 1 sit
down, if thor offer is open 1o auvhody else.
{Laughter,) It is rather amusing to norice
members of the Opposition teying 10 1press
npon the peopie of Brisbane that they repre.
sent the favmers, So far as [ know thers
15 only one farmoer on their side. while there
are ai least, to my knowledge, four ou this
side.  (Opposition lenghter))  After the next
oloction there probably will he many more.
Regarding what the hon, member for Drayton
zaid about a farmer losing £100 on his vear's
work and then having to pay £7 income tax, T
do nor think, if he told the truth, thst he
tald the whole truth, ' Sometimes it is polin-
cal expediency to tell a part. but not the
whole meath. T will challenge the hon. mem-
her ta prove thar the facts are as he states:
and, if the facts have heen placed before the
proper authorities and that farmer has not
wot a refund, I am guite prepered, with the
how. member for Deavton, to cemdemn tho
Government.

Mr. Bessiscron ¢ He has to pay the inaney,
hasn't he?

A, BULILER: The Opposition eantinually
hase their srracks upon the Government Ly
stating balf teuths, wiich j= worse than stat-
ing doliberate lies  Now, the hon, member
has practically admitted that this man has
wor the money hack.

Mr. Bessisergy: He has not got it beck.
He hes not paid it yet, but he has to pay it

Mr. BUTLER: e admits thar he cun get
the money back. Something has been said
voparding the Haervey fruit-fly  lare. |
am pleazsed that the present Minisrer for
Agriculture has taken this up, und T hLope
that the Government will eventually have the
monopoly,  Something has also been said —1
think by the hon, member for Maranoa—
about independent life being un inducement
for a man to try and get on the lund. Speak-
ing personally, there is n sense of safety,
espectally if a man holds peculiar opinions un
some subjects, such as I do. Since 1 have
heen interested in furming and have lhad a
little more rime for reading, my views are
more extreme to-duyr than when I came to
thiz House, and I am more keen ahout seeing
a complete change in the social system than
I ever was. [ um more keen ahour seeing
men zo on the land in order to ger this
independence, heeguse I believe they will then
rxprees their views and know that their wives
and childven will noy have to suffer. T can
now express my views to the full, and T
know that my wife aond children won't be
forced to suffer by the gentlemen opposite
and the party they represent, as they have
done in the past. (Hear, hear!) And thel
15 the veason 1 went on the land, because 1

Mr. Butler ]
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am beeoming wore aud more extreme inomy
views gnd inoany hatred against the present
suctal syston.

Recardite what  the hon. member for
Logan said about the daivy farmer, [
wondered ovory time T heard that hon, mem-
ber speak by he left the Labour party,
I have found it oot now. It is because of
some scheme of the Minister’s by which there
is 4 morteace an ealves, {(Laughter) 1 think
he was justified in leaving the party.

Mr. DespINGTON: Are you all movizaged
on that side?

Mr. BUTLER: Regarding what the hon.
uternher for Logan suid about the Srate
cannery, T would like o point out that it is
a most up-to-dute factory. and will be able
to cope with the fruit as it romes along. For
prople to say it has been a failure simply
shows a lamentable ignorance of the whole
situation. As we kuoow, the canneries have
only been working a short time. Rlr Sparkes
has been holding baek =o that he might get
the fruit from the soldiers’ settlement. The
fruit ie now going aleng and he will be able
to tell anyone that the future prosprets of
the cannery are vers, very bright, I went
all over the eannery, and I think that in
Mr. Sparkes we have a2 man who will make
a success of the State *eannery,

Regarding Gatton College, T would like to
say that [ have endeavoured, from time o
time, to get some sort of reform carried out
at this college. At present I do not think
it returns 1o bhe Staro all that it might
return in the way of value, T do not expect
it to make @ profit, but T do think that many
refarms ronld take place there, 8o far as L
know, the principal is very keen about his
work and is a very cfficient man. The hon.
member for Maranoa said that the mamn-
spring of produoction is profit. He should
have said that the mainspring of production
is the chance to exploit human labour for
profit. T would just like to put him right
on that. He referred to the losses of stock
and said there were 200 men owning dairy
farms who lest their stock (hrough the
drought and were in Brisbane trving to got
it back by ruking up a half shave of u dairy
farm, I agree with him that this T4 4 bad
thing. but throuzhout Australin—in Brishane,
Sydney, Melbourne, and other great cities—
what of all the hundreds of unfonists and
industrialists who are in the same sorry
plight, and do uwot know where their next
ernst is coming from®

I think the Depnartment of Agrieulture
shonld negotiate with the Department of
Public Health and sce if something cannot
be done for making it better for the people
in the remote country districts to get befier
medical attention.  This iz a most serions
matter to the uverage person living in the
country: it is serious cnough to those who
live samewhat near to Brisbane. I would
suggest o Govermment subsidy towards this.

An Oeporitioxy Mesmeen: Would 1t come

out nf this vote?

Mr. BUTLER: I duo not care what vote
1t comes out of. T could quote cases where
men have heen compelled to see a doctor,
and it has taken them three daye to go there
and come back., and the pne visit and the
doetor’s bill has meant an almost unendur-
able load of debt to the man.

T r, Builer.
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In =pite of the fact that it iz now pro-
verbial that the Farmer always has a griev-
ance—of ceurse he has, and a lot of genuine

viecvanees—the average farmer is very much
witer oft in every way than the average
industrialist.  All this talk by members of
the Upposition about the poor farmer just
strnggling along, not knowing how to Iive,
and being taxed out of existence and all that
sort of thing, would lead one to think thar
his life is one continual round of tears and
misers,  But such iz not the case. [ thipk
the majority of industrialists would gladl
change places with the farmers if they could.
Sea how utterly impossible it is under our
absurd system nt present for anyone to geb
on to the land. Supposing I want to take
up a selection under perpetual lease, I have
a very limited capital. Before T get any-
thing granted, my capital is all caten up—

The CHAIRMAN : Ovder! The question
of land tenure does not come under this
vate,

Mr. BUTLER: I am pointing out how
diffcult it is to get on to the land, and T
want to lead up to the faet that the depart-
vieent should try to make it easier.

My, Baviev: Why didn't you take lease-
hold 2

Mr. BUTLER : Because I could not afford
b

Mr. Corser: What about State Bavings
Bank assistance ?

Mr., BUTLER : If that came under this
vote, I would have a lot to say about it
I think it is & good thing, anl 1 do not
mind the whole world knowing that I have
had assistance from the State Savings Bank.
If the hon. member is hinting af that, I
might stute that 1 deprecate altogether the
beingiee into  these debates of anything
personal, and so long a= I am in this House
it will never come from me. If I could get
uncther £100 to-morvow, 1 would run from
lieve to the Savings Bank to get it, because
I believe 1 could put it to good uvse.

My, Cogrstr: You say a man cannob geb
any if he Las not a perpetual lease.

Mr. BUTLER: 1 did not. The member
for Nundal did the same thing in pavadiug
to the House the knowledge he had picked
up about the Minister for Agriealture bein
the owner of iwe or three paltey bits o
lund. 1 want to say that if the tone of these
debates is going ta be lowered in this way,
it 15 a sorey thing for (his Ilouso I
Lnow of men. friends of the Opposition,
both here and in the Upper House, who
are holding big fracts of country nagaivst
uncarned inerement, and we @ll lknow it

but if is not on that fact that we

[8.30 pom.] ave going to debate; it is on

the main principle of the thing.
The member for Nundah's big grievance
against the Govermoent is that the Govern-
rment hos done nothing,  After listening to
the member for Drayton making several
speeches in this House, one would come to
the conelusion that the Government have
done wrong in certain directions. I congratu-
late the Minister for Agriculture upon his
administration nof the department, and I
believe that under his administration rhs
department will become of greater value to
tho man on the land and to the State.

Mr. THOMPSON (Wide Hay): I think
that the guestion of the settlement on the
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land and agricultural prodvction is one that
this Conmittee might well give its best
attention to. We hnve received a good deal
of eriticism from the Opposition i regard
ta land settlement, and, judging by their
remarks, one would be led to believe that
we were out to discourage sertlement on che
Iand cencrally, but 1 do uot think that we
could get any betrer illusiration that we are
making o success of land sertlonent and pro-
duction thun that mentioned by the how
gentleman who las just resamd his seat—
wheve men, evidently kunowing the iaside
workings of this party, are satisfied that
settling on the lund is a good bosiness to
Tauneh out in. They have done so, and
1 wish them success.  For iy own pat,
1 have spent practicully all my life in agri-
eulture. 1 have made my living by it ever
gince [ have buen able 1o earn a living. 1
have been through the whole business, and 1
know the ups and downs and the handicaps
that come to the man on the land,  One of
the grewtest nods to enconrage production is
to ensure to the man who produces @ market
for his produets,  The guestion of distri-
bution and the prescrvation of our surplus
products must be consideced, and considered
oo menn way,  In this great country, with
sueh reproductive soil, o my experienc:,
nothing discourages o man on the land more
than to see a splendid erop growing  aod,
when hyevested, o market eonnot be found
for it. Unless something is done to preserve
these crops until a market is n.vnilab?n there
cun no stahility as far as this indostry
a8 coneerned,
Mr. MonGax: Strikes, too.

Mr, THOMPSON: Tlorough my long
expecience it was not strikes that coucerned
me most. What concerned me was the hand-
ling of produce by the middlemen. That is
the thing vhich is most discouraging to the
man on the land. 1 koow of men who
work hard, day in and day out, having to
trust to those who speculate in farm produce
and who are making sall fortunes out of
the farmer, 1 have secn many erops rot on
the farm bocanse it was not worth while
harvosting them, and I am pleased that the
Government have estublished the State Pro-
duce Agency, which will do much to remedy
that evil if the institution is monaged and
developed on sympathetic lines, The estab-
lishment of the State cannery works was
a very good move, In vertam sensons of
the vear we have production in fruit crops
that quite  outdistunee the conswnption,
and we #hall find this o very servieeable
way of treating the sweplus  products of
the farm and ovehawd,  Another good thin
is the proposcd estublishment of the culg
stores, und this should be gone on with as

uickly as possible. Many articles are pro-

need at periods of the year when a ready
market cannat ba found for them, and within
a few months there may be a4 grear
scareity of that particular article and prices
go u}). Took ut the case of potatoes
recontly | My own experience has shown me
that in some ecases it has not heen worth
while harvesting the crop, whereas withio
a few months that particular artiele has
risen to an cnermons price, If the Govern-
ment will go along these lines, there is
no doubt that they will enconrage produe-
tion. What is wanted parvicularly is organ-
isation as far as huondling of produce is
concernied. I might again refer fo the estab-
lishment of the State Produce Agency. i
looked upon the estublishment of this agency
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gz peeomplishing comething big s far as
handling produce is concerned, but the work
of that ageney huz not come up to the
standord [ lave ser for it, Thore arve limita-
tions [ krow, bur it will have to be exrended
a great deal more, and its functions will
huve 1o be disteibuted over « wider area,
atherwize i* will be saloeless. T am satisfied
that there s smple room fur development in
thut <ivecrion. l am looking forward to the
rime when the Governmeut =il step out iuto
big Hnes in the directions I have indicated.

Hon. W. H. Banxes: What do you mean
Ly big lines?

Mr. THOMPSOXN : T mean to te'ie the pro-
duve diveet from the Farmoer acd land it iute
the home of the conswmer. (Hear, hear!) I
want ta see the expense of distribution et
down as low us possible, and | am satished
that the only institugon thas can do ie s the
State. We have beard o Jot about taxution
us something that will discournge the man on
the Limd,  The member for Dravton produged
a statement with regaed to the imposition of
the land tax in u vase where havdship had
been expericnend. This is the aecond pecasion
o whieh this momber hae put forvard o ecase
of this sort,  Members of the Committes will
rerneniber when the member for Deayton pre-
senited the other cuso, and T thought he would
b morve cureful in hringing another case
beloee the Comunittee after the handling he
reeeived from the Premior on the previous
aeessia,

Mr. Brsarxerox: It is correct, awd you
have gor it there, (Poiating to the table,)

Me, THOMPSON : Unifortanately for the
hon. member, he did not state the full facts
w0 the Committee to-nmight,

Mr. Bepmixerox: I stated the case fully.

AMr. THOMPSON: Y¥Yes; bat the hon.
member did not read the memorandum that
was sent ro the farmer with regard to the
cose, and I intend to vead it now.

Mr. Besnixcros: Well, read it, read it.

Mr. THOMPSON: This is the memoran-
dom written by Me. Brennan, the Commis-
sipner of Taxes, It is dated 28th October,
1918, and reads—

“* With reference to your application
for vemission of land tax for the year
1918, you are advised that this will be
considered on receipt of your income tax
return for the year ending 3lst Decem-
ber, 1919, which i3 due in this office in
Javuavy next.

“ When furnishing this return, let me
have full particulars of any losses of
stock or crops that you may have sus
tainedd during the year.

“In the meantime, the time within
which the amount of land tax charged
should be paid has been extended to the
F1st January next without penalty.”

That was the extension to the 3lst January,
bur, woufortunately, the farmer overlooked
this. and did pot pay up until the 3ed
February,

Mr. BESBINGTON :
tax forms available.

Mr. THOMPSON: The income tax forms
will be out any time now. I am quite satis-
fied, on the statements that have been made,
that the Commissioner of Taxes will give
that farmer every consideration that he
deserves,

Mr. Beseisetox : He may do; but he has
io borrow the money to do it.

A r. Thempson.]

There were no income
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Mr. THOMPSON: The hon, member for
Drayton would have lad this Commirttes to
believe that the Commissioner had imposed
this tux without regurd to the losses sps-
tained. whereas sach is not the case,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order!

Mr. THOMPSON: 1 was just trying to
reply to the hon. member for Drayton, I
‘want to say that I am satisfied that in this
case, as in other cases, every consideration
will be given by the Commissioner of Taxes.
(Hear, hear!) I regret very much that the
hon. member for Drayton has led this Com-
mittee and the country to believe that the
Gorermment were out to impose unfair texes
against those who are producing,

Mr. Bespixgron: The Government did.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order!

Mr, THOMPSOXN: 1 am sorry that I am
not allowed 1o say more on that matter under
this purticulnr vate. All T can ssy is that I
am sure every case will receive the considera-
tion it deserves, and no hardship will be
imposod.  (Hear, hear ) 1 hope that the
Minister for Agrieulture and Stoek will do
el to bring thut office right up to date.
He s aoman v ho has had practical experience
—the very type of man who shoold oceapy
the position.  He is o man who has idens of
his awn, and is willing ro pick up suggestions
from whatever source they may come, and I
feel sutisfied that his administration will be
for the good of the country. (Mear, liear!)

Mr. GUNN: I think this is one of the
most impartant departments we have to desl
with. and it appears to me that this depart-
ment should be divided into two. The
Department of Agriculture is qguite big
enough to have an Under Seeretary, if mot
a Minister, for iiself. The grazing industry
is quite big enough to have sn Under Secre-
tary or a Mimster for itself. The two
departments are too gigantic an undertaking
for one Minister. [ remember very well when
the Opposition sat on the Treasury benches.
and every yoar, when these Estimutes came
before the House, the Labonr party used wo
sav, if only their Hsrly could get into power
they would be the means of settling the
people on the land. One idea was fo give
them cheap machinery by means of some
State enterprise. Another idea was, particu-
larly that of Mr. Hardacre’s, a land tax, so
that the land would be producing. so that
}'hedpmgle would be uble to get on to the
land,

The CHAIRMAN: Ovnder! We are deal-
ing with the Department of Agriculture and
Stock. Yeu will have an opporfunity of
discussing that later on,

Mr. GUNN: [ do not wish to doal with
the land question, but only with the agricnl-
turel part of rhe guestion.  Other hon. memn-
bers have alluded to the land tax, and one
of the ideas of the Labour party when ther
were in opposition to get land under cultiva-
tion was to Fut on a land tux, Well, they
put on that land tax und they have been iy
power for five yeurs und they have not esrzh-
lished any cheap machinery for the farmer.
They have certainly started & produce
agency, and T think it is a very good thing
for the private produce agents in Brisbane
hecayse now they cun say. " Look at what
sour Swate Produce Ageney is doing. It is
not doing any better for the farmers than
the private agents.” Farmers in my elector-
ate have sent their stufi down to the State

[ r. Thompson.
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Preduce Agency, and after o tune they find
sormcnody else hes come along to the Srare
Ageney, bouziit their prmluro.i:-m.lvﬂ it over
le private agents snd mode moner on it
That has been r:‘[n'&tl?l“)‘ done. One o'iject
of the Srat- Agency was to prevent dealing in
srodoce: they were supposod to be only an
agent and not a dealer, yet [ find they have
rone to the Southern Stures and purchesed
corn. wheat, chaff, and so on in the
Souathern States, and lrought it up to
Queensland and retailed it just the saine as
is done by any other produce ugency, and
the farmer 1z not a hit better off than he
was before.  The State Produve Agency is
repeatedly hringing up train loads of stuff
from tlie other States to compete with the
farmers. We have hesvd o good deal aboub
whestgrowing in Queensland, 1 remember
when the Labour party was in opposition
they said the want of sucesss in wheatgrowing
lad nothing to do with the elimate: it was
owing to the Tory Government: and if they
ot into power they would breed a different
elass of wheat to suit the elimate, and the
Daurling Downs and the Maranos would be
waving helds of wheat, 1 said then, and I
say now. that the elimatic eonditions of
Quecnslond  nre npor suitable for  wheat-
arowing.
Mr. Wairrorn: It s the drought,

Mr. GUNN: If vou look at the rain map
you will find that the antavetic rains come
tp through Vietoria, South Auvstralis, and
a part o New South Wales, und vow und
again they come to Queensland and we have
winter rains. and when wo huve winter rains
in Quocnslund e have a wheat season,
Csually, however. our rains nre tropical
rains. and they genceally fall in January und
February, snd February rains are not soit-
able for wheatgrowing. [ wmwintain that
Quecnsland i= never going to be the great
wheatgrowing country that the Laliour party
expeet it to be unless we hreed some sort of
wheat thut will grow after the January and
February rains.  If we do that the wheat
will pot be grown on the Darling Downs: it
will be arown up in the Northern part of
Queensland, on the Bareluy Tableland, where
there is an ample eainfall, and where it rains
only onee in tl‘m e,

Mr, Wiiteorn: Do you hlame the Govern-
ment for the rainfall ¥

Mr. GUNN: I wish vou would shut yonr
month and give ue o chanee, (Laughter,)

The CHAIRMAN : Order! Ovder !

Mr. GUNN: We nre going against nature
when wo try ta grow wheat in Southern
Quecnsland with the present rainfall.  We
have plenty of rain during the year, but it
falls at the wrong time, us 4 rule. for wheat.
The Lahoir Government gaid when they got
into power they were going to increase pro-
duetion. but results sre better than theory
any time, and we find that lust yewr there
was o decrense in those engaged in general
farming of 2.059 males and 205 ferales, and
in dairying there was a deerease of 1.
males and 2,807 females, ov a total of 6,258
peovle less were emplozed in general farming
and dairving last vear than in the vear
before. Evidently the Labour pavty did not
settle many people in the farming industry
last year. and these people nwst have
drified into the towns and eitic..

Mr. Waitrorn: Did not the drought have
anytling to do with that?
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Mr. GUNN: The drought was just as bad
in the other States as here.

Mr, Kmwix: And the figures are worse
i the other States.

My, GUNN: The report I am sucting is
twelve months old—it is from January

Mpe, WuirrorD : From Januory to Decein-
tar.

Mr. GUXX: This report wus written and
printed before the drought.

Mre. Wramrrorp : When was that?

A, GUNN: Mr. Smith. I most ask vour
protection  from  that  idiat.  (Dpposition
laugzhter:)

Me. Warrrorn : You don't like the truth.

The CHATRMAN: Do T understund that
the liou, mwember for Carnarvon called
another member an idiot

Mr. GUNN1 Yes, T did.

The CHATRMAN : Then I must call upon
the hon member 1o withdviw that expression.

Me, GUNN: Povhaps it is just as well to
put me out and have done with it

The CHAITRMAN: The hon. member must
peooghise thiat the term “idiot " i quite
unputltamentaey, I would alse like to point
aut to hon, members on both sides of the
Honse that interjections at all times are
disorderly. 1 also wish to take thiz oppor-
tunity of informing the Committee that
many personal allusions and disorderly inter-
jections are being mude from time to time
which are pot likely to rlevate the standard
of debate in this Chamber. T think it weuld
be better in the interests of Parlinment
ginerally if there was much less of that
than there is at the present time. The hon.
member for Carnarvon must recognise that
the term 1 have asked him to withdraw is
guite unparliamentary, and I hope, havin
regard 10 my request, that Jhe will carry oun
my liroctions and withdraw the expres-ion.
I hope hie will not put me in the rather
puinful position of having to take any further
action.

Mr. GUNN: Out of regard to you, Mr.
Smith. I withdraw my remarks, but I hope
vou will protect me for irvelevant interject-
tipns; 1 da nor mind pertinent interjections
4t any Hmie

My, Wurrroan: They uve perfinent,

The CHAIRMAN: Ovder! 1 imust ask the
hen. member for Burrum  to ccase from
interjecting wnd allow the hou. member to
continae  his speech without intervuption.

Me. GUNN ¢ T want to point out that land
has gone ont of ealtivation since this heaven-
bern Govermment gor fute power, In 1817
wo had under crop 727956 acres and o 1918
we had only 525.517 seves under crop, or o
decrease of 202,441 aerws,  That was land
noder crop,  Then when we ecome to land
Iving fallaw, we find that in 1817 there were
BA.801 svres under fallow, and in 1918 there
were 278.808 acres lving fallow, That means
an inereuse of 183.008 ocres of Iand have gone
in_fallow,

My, Wermroro: You munst admit  that
that iz owing to the droughr.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Opder!

Mz GUNXN: The Labour party have stated
that one reasan why people left the land was
nociuse of want of irrigation, When they
we=e in opposition, they used to say irriga-
gation. ircgation every time, and if they
only got into power what they would do in
the mutter of irrigation. Now they have got
inte power, aud I find that in 1915 we had
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11.842 seres under irrigation in Queensland.
That was when we gave up power to the
Lobour party. In xmg the area under irriga-
tion had decrensed to 6.5:T acres. or &
deerease of 4,895 acres, so that there 13
rothing in this irrigation cry. It svews to
me that the man who owns lund and who is
puiting it to & good use sheuld uot be
subjeci to a land tax any more than the
man who has a stearm engine should inve an
oxtra tax on him. If a man with a team
engine makes a profit, he has to pay income
tax, but a man with a farm, which is his
maching, has ta puy income tax and land tax
as well. T would like to say a few words
with regard to seed wheat. I was one of
those who introduced a deputation to the
Minister some time ago and requested that
the Government should buy some of the seed
whent that was then being gathered in the
Warwick district. There was not a greab
ool of 5, but it was very good seed wheat,
and we suggested to the Minister that he
should purchase it and at a later period
distribute it amongst the faviners. Ie said
he would consult the Cabinet, and after a
time it was decided to take no action, The
vonsequence was that that soed wheat wus
sold to the millers and o grent denl hins been
visted and turned into flour. and now, if the
?nn:uu\? want seed wheat, they will have to
go to the Southern States and bring it to
Quoensland. I am not a wheat farmer, but
I win told that the =eed wheat from the
Southern States is not acelimatised and is
not as good as the eed wheat grown in
Queenslamld, and not enly that, hut the pcople
wha are gathering wheat in the Southern
States are mathering it for gristing purposes,
and consequently three or four classes of
wheat aye mixed fopether. and jt is not at
all suitable for szeed wheat. It is not
gathered vith the ides of it being used for
seed purposes. [ know the Minister points
to tho loss last vear and the year before in
connection with the purchase of seed wheat.
Certainly they did incur a Joss of £1,220, but
that is & very small loss in connection with
snch a big thivg as sced wheat, It must
be romemﬁ-rpd that the farmer ix 8 greater
asset to the State than the whavl lumpoer or
anvbody else, aud the Governiment arve spend-
ing £40.000 o year to relieve distress.  The
farmer has to give s detailed account of
everything he owes, and he has to give
morfrage over hi: property before he can
wet any assistanee,  The ather man is asked
no  goestion.  and  his food s
[9 pon] handed over to him. 1 remems
ber one man who wanted seed
whnat from the loewl storekecper to whon.
he awed a big bill. Fe sid: T will make
application  to the Covernment for  seed
wheat.”  He did o, and zot a tervible docu-
ment, which he teok to_the storckeeper and
said: “*What sbout signing that?’ The
sturekeeper looked nt it, and found that the
whole of his private fransaerions wonld
divulzed to an inspector or to some other
person. He did not want his business known,
and neither did the man; aud the stores
keeper had to varry him on. That i< the
reason why sn much whent was applied for
and not taken. Kizht hundred and threo
peopile made application for seed wheat lust
vear. and only 448 took it. These documents
frighrencd away half the people who weade
application.
Ai 9 o'clock pum.,
Mr. Kirwax relieved the Chairman in the

chair,
Mr, Gunn.]
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Thea we come to the decrcase in settle-
ment generally.  We sre told by the hon
member for Notmanby that people wero
driven from the wheat industry o daivying
When we look at the figures regarding dairg-
ing, we tind that last year sutter declined
by 6,560,115 1b., that cheese declined by
2.606,414 b, and there was a deerease in
the cows of 18,000, You must vemember, too,
thiat the beginning of the drought was worse
in New South Wales than it was in Queens-
land. O looking up the New Sonth Wales
yepart, I fnd there was an incresse in butter
at the swme tine of 1,103,536 [b. So that the
argrnent about the droughy does not hold
much warer.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
The hon. gentleman's time has expived.

Ar, BAYLEY: When we think of the
harsh treatment meted out to the primary
producers within the last five years, it is
indeed refreshing to see the manner in which
members of the Government are approaching
this vore. I hope, for the good of the farmers
and pgricultursts genevally, it is an indica-
tinn that things nre clunging for the hotter,
This should be the mest important deparr-
went in the Stare.  \When we consider thut
last veur, and for severnl years, no less thao
97 per cent. of the total exports from Queens-
land came from the pustoral and agriculrural
industries, it shows in a very emphatic way
of what importancs those industries are to
the State and to Australia. Oniy 3 per cent.
of the exports was made up from imining
proeduets and manufactur-s, Instead of these
industries—agvienltural, pastoral, and dairy-
ing—steadily employing a greater number of
workers, wo find for the last year or two
theve hus been a marked decreass. Last year,
according to the tables I have here, only 3,18
per eent, of the people in Queensland were
enguged in agrieultural pursuits.  That is
an exteaordinary state cll affairs when we
consider that tlis is naturvally o land of pri-
mary production. It shows thers is something
wrang with the life on the lund, that it is
sot being wade sufficiently attractive—or that
life is being made very much more attrac-
tive in the towns and cities, and people prefer
to live there than to go out into the country
distriets. Land values, too, have decreased
very considerably during the past few vears.
Freehold Jand has praciically no valys, Time
and again quite recently we have seen cases
of land which a few years ago was sold at
£6 to £7 an acre changing hands at prices
ranging from £2 to £3 per acre. That does
not spell suceess or prosperity.

My, Wurtkorn: I know some people who
want £100 an sere for it.

Me. BAYLEV: I Lkuow one glaring
instinee where a fine property on the Downs,
which a fow vears ago changed hands at a
large sum per acre, was sold recontly at £2
per acre, the owner dropping nearly £50,000
over the deal.

The state of the Commitreo was such at this
stage that the bells had to be rung to obrain
i (uoruin.

My, BAYLEY: It i= a bad omen when
we find such a state of affaivs in o roung
State like Queen<land. There i= no inflow
of sottlers fram the Southern States, A few
years ago settlers were coming up in lnrge
numbers from the Southern St itos and from
New Zealand. That has censed and at the
present time no land is being taken up in
that direction.

[Mr. Gunn.
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A gooil deal has been said in regard o the
assistance the Government have rendered te
the man on the lad, In whieh directions
have this Government given assistance 1o the
primary producers? It has bern said thas
considerable assistapce was given in the
diveetion of providing seed wheat for the
furmers. Last year, secording to the report
issned by the Department of Agviealtnre and
Stock, very few favmers took advautage of
the wheat scheme brought forward by the
Government. Only 448 farmers did so. "What
was the veason? Bocause the terms lmd
doven by the departmest were so stringent
and harsh that furmers declined to accopt the
wheat oo these tevm-. Of the 443 who did
purchue wheat, more rhan onc-half paid
casi.  This proves conclusively that the terms
laid down by the Govertunem were absolutely
unsympatheric and unealled for, The farmers
have vory hittle to thauk the department and
the Goverment for. A good deal bas been
said, too, in regatd to rhe Federal wheat
pool. It has been suid in this Houwse tune
after time, and also appesys in the report
of the Depurtment of Agriculture and Stock,
that Queensland wis delared from entering
the Federal wheat pool,  Thar is not corvect,
In 1918 Queensland was offered the oppar-
tunity of emtoring the Federal wheat pool
and the peol was kept open until the en
of Docewber in ordey thar the State Govern-
ment might have an opportunity of making
known its wishes in this direction. DBur the
end of the vear was reached without their
taking any action. The same thing occurred
lnst vear. The State Government took no
aetion in the divection of approaching the
Federal authorities with the idea of having
Queensland admirred to the Federal wheat
pool. 1 wenld like to have an explanation
on this point from the Minisrer.

[ sec on page & of the Federal repors
reference was nade 1o the butter peol. 1t
suys—

“ Queensland manufacturers should not
have been penalisad to the advantage of
the Southern manufacturers."”

It al=o says—

* From another aspect the butter peol
wirs unsatisfactory to Queensland in =0 far
that the prics fixed did uot always apply
cquirably as between States,  Producers
in the Southern States were able 1o sell
their produce at the fixed priee, while the
mapufacturers here had w accept thas
price less freight.”

It iz passing strange fhat the Government
wre taking up the cudgels on hebalf of the
primary producers in this woy. What is the
freight on botter from here 1o Sydney or
Melbourne  eompared  with  the difference
herween the peiee which the producers of
butter received at the hands of the State
Guvernment and that which they eould have
received had the Governmenr allowed them
to export their botter to the Southern Stares
three or four vears ugo when the prices
ranged from 180 to 200s. per ewt.? Did
not the Government foree the farmers to
accept 149s. in  Brishane? Yer, in their
peport. we find them fulminating against the
Fedoral butter pool beeause the butter pro-
duears were plueed at this disadvantage.
Mention alsn is made of the Brands Depart-
ment, T weanld like to say that, in my
opinton. the svaterm at presenr in vogue is
nor satisfactory. It leads 10 a great deal of
comfusion, [t 1= a diffieult matter in vory many
cases ta have any proof as to who puf on the
last brand. It is almest impossible in very
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many cases te say to whom the beast belones.
Abont twelve months ago T approached the
Department of Agriculiure and Stock and
gave an ontline of a systern of branding
which, I am sure, would be a very great
improvement on the system at present in
vogue. In fact, the head of the department
admirted as much and said he wounld take
steps to have that svstem investigated with
the least possible delay. I hope he will do
g0, 1 hope that if that system is not aceepted
some other system will be devised wherehy
the stockowners will be put ta very much
less trouble and inconvenience, as far as the
branding of cattle is concerned, than thoy
are at the present time.

Mention has been made of the Bill recently
passed, providing for advances o farmers
and co-operative companies, This Bill is
an exceﬂent one, and the advances to
farmers no doubt will be of great advan-
tage to them. But T would like to point
out that regulation 13 will debar a wvery
large number of the farmers from receiv-
ing the advances ther so much require.
Under that regulation it is impossible for
a farmer to receive an advanes unless he
can give some solid seeurity to the depart-
ment, and some of those men who reguire
the help have net that sccurity to offer.
When a man has his deeds in the bank,
when he has a lien on his cattle, he is nor
in @ position to give any security soch us the
department requires. T take it that it is to
llerp these men that an Act was necessary.

In regard to silo econstruction, I would Like
to congratulate the department on the atti-
tude they have taken up in this regard.
Ensilage has been made in Queensland for
many years past. The hon, member for
Toowoomba seems to take a keen interest
in silo construction and the manufacture
of ensilage, and he iz on the right track, toe,
although, in my opinion, the half-ton silos
are not going to be of very much use to the
farmers. [t is high time that the farmers and
stockowners took more interest in the making
of ensilage, either in the stack or in the silos.
The concrete silos, as suggested and recom-
mended by tha department, ave the finest T
have seen in Australia, and [ have seen many
during the last twenty years. [ only hope the
Minister will see his way cledr to give the
farmers requiring silos every consideration
and make it as easy as possible for them rto
roceive the advances which they need.
great deal has been done in the Southern
States so far as ensilage making is eoncerned,
And in America they regard silos as being
shsolutely  essential to  successful working,
They wonld no more think of farming without
a silo or silgs than they would think of
dairying without cows, or farming without
a plough: and until the farmers and stock-
ovners here adopt some such method, they
will not carry on their business as suecessfully
as they wounld otherwise <do.

In regard to seed testing, this department
has done excellent work., We have an officer
in that department who takes a keen interest
in lis work, and ecertainly for the good of
the producers generally. I would like ro
urge upon the Government the necessity for
introducing  erops other than corn, whear,
and pofatoes. Many vears have passed since
votton-growing was first started in Queens-
land, and practically nothing has been done
ta date. We kneow that cotton will Hourish
in very many parts of Queensland. It can
be successfully and profitably grown, and I
waould nrge the Covernment to take stens at
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an early date to place cotton-growing on &
vommereial basis. The whole world is at
;-.r:-sc«m erying out for cotton, prices are
High, and 1f we produced corton on a large
soale in Queensland it would be a splendid
thing. Coffee has also been grown for many
years past and it thrives excellently in many
disrriets, but practically none has been grown
on a commereial basts. As regards castor
ail, tobaeco, flax, and raw miller, very little
has been dome. 1 would like to ask the
Minister to take steps to try and open up
fresh  avenues in  this direction, to get
away from the old beaten track. %e
have experts in the department who should
he sble to lead the way. FHver since the
depariment was established there seems to
be & tendency to allow farmers to lead the
way and, whilst T am only too pleased to
admit that the department has dane execel-
lent work in mauny directions, if morve were
daone on & lurge secale to open up other
avenues of production, the department would
he doing splendid work. and the money would
be peturned a thousand-fold,

The hon, member for Toowoomba depre-
cated the faet that the condensed milk
factory at Wyreema was affecting iujurionsly
cheese and butter factories in the districts.
I would like to say that that company has
been paying excellent prices for milk—some-
where about 1s, a gallon—and T only hope
that very many other companies will come
here wi'ti as much money as that company
oszeszes and open up in other parts of
aueenslatld. 1 wonld like to refer to the dry
milk powder industry, which the hon. member
for Drayton mentioned, Those who teke ap
interest in these mattevs have heard a great
deal about the great success which has
auttended the initial efforts of this industry in
New Zealand and other parts of the world.
T hope the Minister will tuke steps at an
carly date to make al]l the necessary investi-
gations, and see if it is not possible—T know
it is—to have these and kindred industries
started in Queensland., It would mean a
tremendous increase to the revenue of the
State, and would place the producers cf
Queensland on a higher plane altogether,

With regard to irrigation, I notice that
Mr. Crowley., an expert who possesses very
wide knowledge. has recently issued a report
regarding the possibilities of irrigation in
and 1 would urge upon the
Minister the necessity for taking advantage
of that veport. We have splendid streame
in various parts of the State where irriga-
tion could be varried on very extensively,
and I hope the Government will take steps
at an early date to in for schemes of
irrigation by which the people of Queens-
land would be saved from the thraldom of
drought—so that when a drought oceurs we
shall have some reserve fodder to save the
stoclk, which would benefit the people and
the State as a whole. This is probably the
most important matter which can engage the
attention of the Minister and the Govern-
ment at the present time, and T hope 1t will
sot be lost sight of.

At fifteen minutes past 9 o'clock pom., a
guorum was formed.

Mr, ELPHINSTONE: In my apinion thie
departraent is the Cinderella of the depart-
ments under the Government at the present
moment. For some rteason or other each
department has been taken m hand by some
active, enterprising Minister, some innova-
tione bave been introduced and some life has

Mr. Elphinstone. ]
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been infused nte them. But this depart-
ment soems to go on much in the same
position as it has done under past Govern-
ments, It is a pity that that is so, because
ithose who have studied the position appre-
ciazte the fact that upon the enterprise and
success of this department depends, to an
enormons extent, the future welfare of the
State. A great deal has been said of what
the department should or should not do in
its administration. But there is one particu-
lar phase of activity which 1 want to stress,
and that was briefly touched upon by the
hon. member who just resumed his seat.
I refer to eotton-growing. To those who
have stndied the position, cotton-growing is
nothing new to the State. It wase tried many
vears ago, with more or less snccess, and
we have gone so fur us to establish a cotton
mill in Ipswich, but that mill was a failure.
Possibly Queensland was a little ahead of
the times in attempting to establish the
cotton industry in this State. But the con-
ditions have undergone un entire change
since then, Queensland is now in the fore-
front as regards the cotton-growing possi-
bilities of the world, 1 vow want to refer
briefly to a summary of what transpired
in the year 1906 in regard to an investiga-
tion which took place in the matter of
ootton-growing in {Lmemlund. In that year
a man named H. P, Wynn was instructed
to come out here and thoroughly investi-
gate the question of cotton-growing in
Queensland,  He was instructed, on behalf
of the British Cotton Growing Association.
which association was formed years ago to
encourage  cotton-growing  within -~ the
Empire. The object was to see what results
had been obtained from different seeds which
the Queensland Government had distributed
to certain farmers. Mr. D. Jones. who was
then apparently the Government's cotton
expert—and possibly the same gentleman
wii s daing his best 1o bring to life the

ssibilities of cotton.growing in Queens-
and at present, and who is receiving,
apparently, scant attention and very little
support, unfortunately, in his efforts—was
placed nt the disposal of Mr. Wynn by the
department,  Mr. Wynn wes o satisfied
with what he saw that he bought the entire
crop available ut that time, and disposed of
it profitably in Melbourne on his way home,
On his return to England he was requested
to give a full report of his visit to the
Manchester Chamber of Commerce, whose
members pmbrace the British Cotton Grow-
ing  Association.  When be showed his
Queensland samples, grown from different
well.known  varieties, Dis audience was in
raptures, particularly in cegard to a sample
from an_ American sced grown near Bris-
bane, This sumple was valued by those
present at 1s, per lb., ot a time when the
same cotton grown in America was only
valued ar 44d. per 1b., and this was in pre-

war days. Tt was proved that the climate
and soil of Queensland was snited to cottan
growing, r. Wynn returned to Queens-

land and explained to the department the
opportunities which existed in the State for
cotton-growing. Since then he has been
backward and forward between England and
Australia many times, and his g‘iends at
home often wonder why Queensland has not
taken ihis motter up, It has been proved
glrondy that Queensland, with its virgin soil
and suitable climate, can produce the best
eotton in the world, and there is a market
waiting for the cutput, This comment was

[Mr. Elphinstone,

[ASSEMBLY,]

Supply.

made in pre-war times, when the whole future
of corton was a very different one from what
it i at present. But now we know that
cotion has trebled in price. What wera pos-
sibilities to Queensland some fourteen years
fago are now outstanding opportunities for
thoso of ws who want to push Queensland
ahead.

Mr. WuiteorD : Can you tell us why it has
doubled in price?

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: That is o phase of
the matter that I probably would not be
allowed to deal with, Up to a few years ago
America could ~upply England with all the
cotton that she nemied for the Lancashire

mills, but of late there has been
(9.30 p.m.] such an enormous extension of

cotron-spinning in America that
already there has been a shortage. This
shortage will inerease rapidly within the next
fow years until eventually America will spin all
that they can grow. The import of that coming
from a man, who iz u cotton spinner, clearly
zoes 1o show that Amerien, as « cotton
export country, is ceasing to exist, and Great
Britain is looking for ntner channels, and we
know how Egypi has developed in thut regard
bocause Greut Britain wants her produoct,
Here is an expedienced cotton-spinner from
Great Britain, who has tested the merits
of Queensland as a colton-growing centro,
clearly demonstrating the value of this
industry. und we are closing our eyes to
its possibilitics, The proposal which this
gentleman put before us is—

“ Your Government should vote £50,000
for cofton-growing, and spend the monev
on securing virgin land, and planting,
increasing the ares year by year. By the
time the industry is becoming of some
importanee, I think the guestion of cost
of labour will be settled——"

Here i one of the points that has stood in

the way of Queensland up to recently—
“as natives in India and the negroes in
America are waking to their importance
and demanding higher wages. In the
meantime. your Government could surely
devise means of picking to meet compe-
tition. The pickers ghould be paid by
results, and in this way., knowing what
the cotton wounld sell for, a wage or bonus
could be fixed that would pay hand-
somely,"

He goes on to say—

 There is no reason whr yvour State
should not spin and weave all the cotton
cloth reguired for this and other States
of the Commonwealth, If vou would like
it. I could send you the Vear Book of the
Oldham Chamber of Commeree, which
wives an idea of the magnitude of the
Lancashire cotton mill, estimate that
Australis can support a greut number of
such mills, and, given fair and equitablo
conditions, capital and lubour can easily
he obtained. In your dry climate you
wonld use humidifiers in the mills. as
they do in India—namely. jets of steam
thrown into the spinning-rooms to prevent
the threads hreaking as they are being
drawn.™

That disposes of the fallacy that cotton
can enly be grown in humid climates, there
now being seientifie means of overcoming that
by humidifiers,

“Bombay and Calcutta are, as vou
are aware. great cotton manufacturing
eentres, and. in spite of the climatic dis-
advantages, the industry thrives in Tndia.
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The materials produeed there are phoor in
quality. owing to the short srapled Indian
cotton uszed, You have to ask vourself
tho guestion, why has Indis progressed in
catton srowing and spinuing. whilst noth-
ing iz being done in Australin?  The
answer is want of enterprize, but in the
new eouditions that the world is face to
face with. Australia will have 1o play
her part.”
“That is my cantentian, Here is an oppor-
tunity thut should be seized with both hands.
All 4t needs is encouragement from  the
Department of Agriculiure, T admit that the
department iz doing something to encourase
the wrowing of cotton. It is supplying the
secd free of cost, and it is finding a narket
for the cotton when it is picked. But we
wiant something more than that. We wanf
areas of land spt apart. so that the grawing
of eotton should be carried on in a scientific
manter, not in the slipshod way,

The hon., member for Bowen al-o referred
to tobaceo-growing. The seeret of success
in that industry is centralisation, and the
same thing applies to cotton, Instead of
each individoal striving ro establish a new
industry of this deseription, it should be done
«on o community basig in one centre.  The
Government can much berter assist in advice
ungd direction in the planting, growing, and
treatment of the erap. What better method
could be adopted for returned seldiers’
employment than what I suggest® The
trouble in Queensland with regard to the
introduction of new crops hias been that the
Agriculrural Department has aroused the
interest of the groawer in marrers of tobacco,
sisul hemp, cotton, and se on, supplied the
acad, and then lefy the grower to ghift for
himseif, whereas sueh experiments should
be centralised in a suitable avea where the
necessury  facilitics  to  commercialise  the
product ecan be introduced under proper
scientific and finaneial direetion. \’!;e all
know that in the United States of Amerioa
cotton-growing is centred in one ares, with
the result that all the more encouragemoent is
given in the growth of retton.

Mr., Harteey: There s negro and child
labour there.

M. ELPHINSTONE: I have alroady dealt
with that phase of the question, and whatever
disadvantage Australia has .been in  with
regard o the rate of wage iz as this report
‘has shawn, rapidly disappearing. The disad-
vanrase of wages is not acainst Queensland
at the prosent time,

My, Cowtixs: You eannot prove that by
facts.

My, ELPHINSTONE : It can be proved by
incts, The report goes on to say—

1 venture to say that cotlon will never
again come down to pre-war prices”

I am inclined to think that that is true, and
it 15 awlso true with regard fo every other
gimilar commodity, not only because of the
cost of production of the raw material, but
because of the cost of its vonversion into
spnparel,

“The present high prices will easily
pay for white labour picking if the cotion
so picked were spun and woven on the
spot, az all intermediate profits would be
cut out, and I think that the quality of
staple to be obtained from' Australia
would oo s Jong way to permanently
ensure white picking if insisted upon.”

A GoveErNMENT MEMBER interjected.
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Mr, ELPHINSTONTE: If you will read
"* Hanwprd™ to-morrow you will see all of
This.

“A factory, sar, of 100.000 spindles and
the necessary finishing and weaving plant
can be anstalled for, say, £200,000, and
this would be providing work for a large
number of returned soldiers and their
farnilies,

“As regards the experl knowledge
required, let me refer you to the begin-
ning of the Japancse cotton industry. A
M. Sito came to Oldham about 1885 and
spent six months in my brother's mills."

Mr, Hamrey: There you are again. You
are up sgainst the coloured labour,

Mr, ELPHINSTONE: I am quite pre-
pared to admit that years ago that was &
great drawback, but the question of increased
witges aud a living wage is just as rife there
as here and every other part of the warld,
The time is not far distant when the dis-
advantage Queensland has suffered will be
eliminated.

Mr. HarTLEY : You cannot pay 10s. a day
against 4d, a day.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: The hon, member
for Fitzroy is not up to date as regards the
wuges in Japan., They are shillings per
duy now, not fourpences.

 He then returned to Japan to manags
the first mill erected there—namesly, the
Miye Cotton Mill at Osaka. A second
Japanese, Mr. Hatori, followed him and
had six mouths’ training, Since then the
Japanese have taught each other, and, as
ou know, the cotton industry in Japan
s grown to a vast extent.”

. A Goveesuext MeMBER: Mr.
invented a machine to pick cotton,

My, ELPHINSTONE: If he has done so,
he has solved u problem which nobody else
Iius been able 1o do. I understand that all
the pods cannot be picked from the bush at
the one time, some pods maturing before
others. Dealing with cotton in Americu, this
crop is of second value of the whole of the
crops in that continent. The system adopted
there for the growing of cotton is what we
term here the * share’ system—that is. where
the actual grower of the cotton works the
land for the awner and derives a half profit,
I submit this to the caveful consideration of
the department. Take, for instance, the hon.
member for Bowen, who has a considerable
amount of unemployed in his district whe
are applying to the Government for relief.
If these men will only look round, within
two miles from where they ave camped they
will find an acre of cotton growing and in
full beaving. They would see that tiﬁre_v could
be well accupied in the growing of cotton.
Heve is the world looking for the output
which we ave capable of producing, and if tha
Department of Agriculture had only some of
the vim introduced into it that was ineul-
cated into some of the other departments,
it wonld assume the importance that the
State requires of it. It has been the
* Cinderella” department. It has stopped
m one place while the other depart-
ments have forced themselves shead. It is
4 departmaent that should have spent hun-
dreds and thousands of pounds in resenrch
work, whereas it has spent practically
nofhing. On the other hand, I think the

Ur. Elphinstone. |

—— haa



2048 Supply

farmers and cothers are looking to the
Covernment to do too much. The Govern-
ment i3 looked to to find the solution of all
our diffienlties, whereas, by co-operation, the
farmers could overcome lota of difficulties
themselves.

At ten minutes to 10 o'clock po.,

The CHaRAAN resumed the chair.

Mr., ELPHINBTONE: Some hon, men-
hers opposite have interjected remarks from
time to tme sbout my association with
ea-operation, Let me say that there are
masy failures in new countries before one
arrives at success, and any man who sets
out to accamplish something in this State
should be complimented upon his pluck und
dotermivation in stacting it vather than
be oriticised because he did not meet with
the success he expected. We will have many
tombstones on the path of progress in Queens-
land, and though there have been failures
they should be an incentive to further effort.
In “this vegard, 1 am satisfied thar if the
producer would only look to co-operation to
solvi the many difficulties which are before
him, instead of relying so mueh on the
Government to look after him and protect
him in evorv direetion, then we should have
more development and more success in

rimary production. The hon. member for

wen, in referring to the price of meat,
vomplained and regretted that the price of
meat in Queensland had grown to such an
extent that there were many less meat eators
in Queensland than previously: or, perhans,
I shonld put it that the amount of meat con-
sumed in Queensland now is much less per
head than it was ten years ago. He then said
that if it had not been for the State butchers’
shops goodness knows what the posifion would
have been, ILet me ask him this guestion:
1¢ he aware that of the 11,300 head of cattle
which the Staté put on the market last year,
only some 700 were put into couswnption
through the State butchers’ shops? Why is
it that the other 10,500 head were not sold to
the people of Queensland at a price in keep-
ing with that at which they commandeered
the other man’s meat? Instead of that, this
Government, whose plaudits he is siuging,
sold rhese 10,500 beasts in the highest possible
market and got the highest obtainable price
whereas, if they had been sincere, they would
have put these 10,500 cattle into the hands of
the consumers at such a price as would have
permitted the consumers to buy rtheir meat
at a less price than they can get it in the
ardinary butcher’s shop.” The insincerity of
the whole thing! I am surprised at the
hon. member for Bowen, He must know the
whole eireumstaness, The hon. member for
Fitzroy pleaded for the primary producer,
and 1 guite endorse his remarks, becanse I
have been in & similar position myself. The
man who starts out to produce in these days
hitz some tremendous hurdles to get over,
particularly in regard to the prices he has to
pay for the articles necessary to work his
farm. We all know that is true, and the
hon. member appeals to the Government to
give the primary producer assistance in that
direction.  As has been pointed out tonight,
the Government did go to the assistanee of
the primary producers last year in the marter
of polverised lime. Two years ago 1 was
instrumental in offering to the Government

pulverised limestone ar a cost of 16 a
ton, That would be the price this vear. But
the Covernment tarsed that offer down.

They said: ** No: we can make pulversed
limestone much cheaper than thut. We can
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turn it out st G, a ton.” We know what &
dire failure their effart was, and that instead
of the pulverized limestone costing 5. a ton
it cust £15 a ton, Now, the hon. member
for Fitzroy appesls to the Minister for Agri-
calture to assist him in his trouble. I know
his troubles exist, I had occasion to buy
certain implements quite recently, and the
prices stuggered one, bur the solution of it
daoes not rest in asking the Government to
repeat the episode which tosk place in
connection  with the pulvevised limestone.
Another question 1 would point out to the
hon. member for Fiteroy, and alse to the
bon. member for Bowen, is that there are
primary producers in Bowen at this very
moment who are losing hundreds and thou-
sands of pounds because of this infernal
strike.

The bell indicated that the hon. wember's
time had expired.

Mr. FRY: A city man must depend on
the energies of the primary producer for his
food, and that being the caze, the city man
is directly interested in the prosperity of the
producer. The producer has Lad a hard
tinte during the last few months, and his
case has been ope which we can readily
term as deplorable, I can well understan
the representatives of the farming community
in this House erying out against the taxa-
tion whieh bas been placed on the primary

roducers. Every city man and every mem-

or of Parliament representing a city elee-
torate should sce to it that the primary pro-
dueers are enconraged in every shape and in
every form. If the farmer is not produeing,
then the supply of foodstuffs is cnmiderahfy
reduced, and when the demand exceeds the
supply, as has been the case in the past. then
prices go up, and the purchasing power of
a man's wages is going to come down., That
being the case, we have to stand hy the
farmer and sce that he gers a fair deal.
Water conservation is an important factor
in connection with production in this State,
and I should like to see a very vigorous
poliey of water conservation ondertaken by
the Government. I want now to refer to the
question of taxation which was introduced
into the debate and which was to some extent
set aside by the hon. member for Wide Bay.
The question of taxation is & very interesting
one to the may an the land, especially if he
is mot making anything by which he can pay
the taxation. If his income is not sufficient
to meet the liabilities which are upon him,
then his case becomes one which iz very
vexing ta the individual concerned. In the
case that was before the House, we find that
the civeular which was sent out by the Land
and Income Tax Deparfment was a general
circular; it was vat 4 cireular sent out for a
special case, These eirculars were run off
by the thousand. and may be obtained by the
handful at the oftice of the Income Tax Cam-
missioner. There ix this fact: that this
man rould not secure income tax forme. but |
he went ro the irouble to write a letter
setting out his ca=o, and lie shows that for
the year ending 30th June, 1918. his income
was £167. whereas his expenditure was £253.
That shoaws a loss of £86 in cash. He alen
lost thirty head of cartle which ware valued
at £6 per head—that is the Copvnonwealth
Govermment’s valuation— making a total af
£180, That shows that his rotal loss for the
vear was £266, One would asswne that on
these figures the man wounld not be charged
land or income tax if the Government wers
going to encourage production,
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The CHAIRMAN: Oreder! The hon.
member will have an opportunity of dealing
with the question of taxation on another voie,

Mre, FRY : 1 want ta deal with the question
of encouragement to thy man on the land.
It is poi @ guestion of taxation alone; it is
the effect it iz going o have on the primary
producer  This man’s land tax was £7 bs.
8d. and 14s, Bd. penalty tax. Will any sane
man fell me that that is going to encourage
that man tio carry on farming? Is it going
to inspire that man with any hope in the
future? Tt is not a question of taxation;
it is a yuestion of keeping the primary pro-
ducer in that frame of mind which will spur
him on to greater cultivarion, Greater
cultivation ineans greater production, and
with greater produrtion comes cheaper cost
of living to the man in the city, and I would
be lacking in my duty were I not to stand
up in this Hovse to-night and refer to rhis
mattsr, because, after all, the erux of the
whole question of cheap living depends
entirely upon supply meeting the demand. If
the supply does not meet 15(19 demund. then
prices are going to go up, and if the supply
exceeds the demand, then the cost of living
in the city will be cheaper. [ might he per-
mittod to refer to the guestion to which the
hon, member for Wide Bay reforred.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 1 ocalled the
‘hon. member for Wide Bay to order for deal-
ing with that matter. The hon. member will
not be in order in dealing with the income
tax, as that is a matter that comes entirvely
within the scope of the Treasury Estimates,

Mr., FRY : T want to say, in conclusion,
that anybody living in a place like Murphy's
Creel, for instance, could not be expected to
say unything that was not correct, and this
man is eomplainiog about the hardship under
which he manages to exist, and notwithstand-
ing those hardships, still he hus not received
the encouragement that he should have
received. This, probably, is outside the scape
of the Minister for Agriculture, but 1 taEe

it that that gentleman will give

[10 pom.] it consideration, and deal with
Y the department which is harass-
ing the man, and see that his ecase is put
right. After all, the case of one man may
be the ease of hundreds. We are eryving out
to put men on the land and to provide land
for soldiers. Until we remove, as far as
possible. the hardships which exist, we will
not get the best results from farming.

Mr. WARREN (Murrumba): 1 think the
Apgricultural Department is not guite up to
date, I do not think for a moment that the
Minister who at present oceupies the chair
1s at all out of date. From my dealings with
that gzentleman I know he is guite as up to
date as anybody | have met in that position.
and I think he is guite as courteous and
willing to assist the primary producer. But I
am very sorry to say thal at the present
moment the fruitgrower, whom I represent
more than anybody else. is suffering from
high freightage and other things. 1 have
spoken to the Minister for Railways this
evening, and he has promised to go into the
maiter, DBut at present the pineapples not
being sold under contract arve not worth
growing.

The Secrerary rorR Ramwwavs: You do not
hlame the railways for that?

Mr. WARREN: VYes, I do. It is an
unfortunate fart that through this rearrange-
ment of prices the railways are particularly
ko blame. Whila we sre guite prepared to
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pay a fair thing, and [ believe the industry
is able to stand a faiv thing. I do vot believe
wo can grow fruit in Queensland unless we
receive falr rreatment.

The Secrerany For Rarmwavs: Do would eost
you more to curt from Roma street markets
to u shop in rown. by carrier. than to send
fruit or butter from Caboolture.

Mr. WARREN: The Minister should Jearn
g little more, and T am sure he would not
say that., His statement is not correct, It
was eorrect before he put on these now
charges, but he has slept since then,

The Secrerary  ror  Ratnways:  The
members for Windsor and Oxley agree with
me in that,

The CHATRMAYN : Order!

Mr. WARREN : Practically nothing has
been done for the froitgrower so far. The
industry is # good one. We have heard a
very learned und interesting speech on wheat
production and the lreeding of wheat, We
are behind as far as wheat is coneerned, and
I believe its production can be improved, as
suggested, by getting a variety which is not
in existence at the present time. That is all
right. But we have a tremendously big
industry and there is a big future hefore it
and nothing is being done for its improve-
ment. When the Stute cannery was being
built, many people thought that that was the
solution. Unfortunately, it has not been the
solution at all, for the simple reason that the
manager of that factory cannot afford to give
as much ns private industry. The private
firms are giving more for the fruit than the
State cannery is. That should not be so.

The SecrETaRy rorR Pusnic Wouus: What
are they giving?

Mr. WARREN : Six shillings.

The Seceerany ror Preuic WORES:
State !

Mr. WARREN : Yes, when they are com-
pelled to. T would like to say that the
manager of the Btate factory is not quite
fair to the fruitgrower. He does not wish
them to have an organisation, and he wants
to break it up so that he can beat the fruit-
growers down and bleed them,

Mr, Monoax: Oh!

Mr. WARREN: [ say it is manifestly
unfair. We do not abject to the labour
unions. We believe in unions.

Mr. WairForD : T do not brlieve you. You
would break them down evely time you got
u chunee.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! Opder!
Mr. WARREN: T would like to say T do

believe in unions, and 1 am working up one
of the biggest and most energetic unions in
Queensland at the present moment., 1 am
president of the Fruitgrowers' Association,
which 12 a union in every sense of the word.
I belicve that the Fruitgrowers' Association
has done more for the fruitgrowers than has
uny organisafion which ever existed, Within
the last twelve months it has given the
fruitgrowers over £40,000 which would not
otherwise have come into their pockets, We
unite to protect ourselves and to assist the
industry. At the present moment we are
running special trains to the South for which
we guarantee ihe Railway Department, They
take all sorts of care that if there is a
shortage on the train we have to pay it;
and we pay up every time. All we want a3

Mr. Winstanley.|

The
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ihat assistance from the department which
will help us to build up the industry, to make
it bigeer and better than it has been, I am
sure that. with the assistance of the Agri-
cultura]l Department, there i a bir future
hefare the fraitgrowers, 1 think it is the
duty of any Government to build this depart-
ment into a bigger and a better concern
than it is at the present time, 1 am sure
the Minister who now eceupies the chair
agrees with me in this, as he is an agricul-
turist and has the desire to go in for agricul-
ture, There should be a great desl more
spent in the department than there is at the
present time. It is a business proposition
that there should be more done for the
enconragement of primary production. What
imsdr.nnde the dairying industry in Queens-
and?

Mr, Wairrorn : The Labour party !

Mr, WARREN: T am sorry to say that
it has been hit very much by the drought.
No man can go through the dairying districts
without seeing the awfulness of the disaster,
and [ am perfectly convinced that ever
honest man with a particle of brains will
admit that it is not the Labour party which
has made the industry, but that it is
cg-operation.

Mr. WaiTFoRD interjectad.

Mr. WARREN : I said any man with one
annce of brains: T did not say the hon,
member, I say that what made one industry
can make another. What we want is bigger
co-operation, and I do not see why sll the
industries caunot go in_ for some form of
vo-operation, Probably it will extend to all
industries und will solve the great industrial
trouble of the present day.

Mr. O'8urtrvan: Do you believe in co-
operation for the consumers or only for the
producers ?

Mr. WARREN: T believe in co-operation
extonding. I believe it is the solution of all
our troubles. T do not mean to say that all
the agents are robbing us, but do say
that distribution, as well as production,

uld be in the hands of the producers.
For insiznce, if you go out West, you will
hardly be able to buy a pineapple. and yet
the market is absolugely glutted. The State
Produce Ageney is doing absolutely nothing
to remedy it. When co-operation is perfected,
when we are able to control all the industry
(including the distribution), T am quite sure
that it will thrive. At the present time,
but for the drought, the dairying industry
would be on that footing. T must admit
that, so far as other farming is concerned, we
are behind. T do not mean to say, for
instance. that the farmers can grow wheat in
Queensland. I do not profess to know
whether it can be done profitably or not, but
1 do know that in the West I have scen that
wheatgrowing is going out. 1 say that it is
a sorry thing for Queensland that it should
be #0, hecause it means that whilst cur rail-
ways are not paying, there are large stretches
which should be reproductive and are not.

The Sgcrerary Fokx Ramwwavs: To-morrow
you will come to me for a reduction in
freight on froit.

Mr. WARREN: If we were producing
wheat in the west of Queensland as they aro
producing it in the west of New South Wales,
the rnilwars would pay. 1 ecun aseure the
hon. member that T am not always chasing

[Mr. Warren.
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after a roduction, When the rise in freighls
took place the fruitgrowers faced the preblem,
recognising that the railways were not paying.
and were guite agreeable to a 30 per cent.
tise, bt what they were not agreeable to was
a rise of 150 per cent, T am sure that with
ro-operation, and intelligent assisrance from
the  Agvicnltural Depurtiment, there is no
danger to the prospervity of Queensland.

Mr. WINSTANLEY (@u :aton): We have
spent a fair amount of time in diseussing this
vote, but I think it will be admitted that
there is no department on which sa rauch
depends as the Agrieultural Depariment. 12
the agricultural industries were to close un,
then it is a certainty that evervthing else
would close up too, because it is the bedrock
industry on which we all have to rest. T
have hstened with m good deal of interest
to the debate, which has certainiy been
informing.

Suggestions hiave been made as to the possi-
hilities of cotton-growing, T listened with a
ool deal of interest to the hon. member for
Jxley’s résumé of the industry in Queensland
duving recent years. We ave all aware that
during the American wur C}'luaamlund did
grow cotton for gome tine whilst the bonus
was being paid, but when America got hack
into the market it beenme a thing of the past.
At the time of the visit of that gentleman
from Lancashire there was a revival for a
time. It ceems to me, in fact. that one of the
difficulties we have to contend with in getting
people to take an interest in cotion-growing
is the fact thal on two, if not three, previous
occasiohs attompte have ended in failure, [
believe that if Queensland huad made no
attempt in the past, if the idea were pre-
sonted now for the fiest time, it vould be
pursued with o good deal more enthusiasm
than under oxisting  conditions. 1 well
remember that when thut gentleman visited
Queensland the idea was taken np with a
wood deal of enthusiusi on Charters Towers,
and & Cotton-growers’ Association was formed
by the Lusiness men of the town, and quite a
number of men on the land outside went in
honestly and sarnestly and energetically for
growing cotton. It was practically edmitted
that the preduct of Charrers Towers was of
an exceptionally fine quality—a Innflnap!e
cation-—and there was an exceptionally good
vield. It wes admitted hy all who saw the
product that the country was exceptionally
suitable, and for two or three years s
fairly large guantit, was grown.  Tho
difficulty that gacod the people in the first
place was the picking of the eotton, which
~cems 1o be one of the difficulties noy prac-
tieally the wide world over, Tong and
carnest endeavours have been made to imvent
a picking-machine, but I am doubtful whether
up ta the present enything has been put on
the market that does the work anything like
so well as the fingers of children or other
peonle who have taken up the work. Then,
while the price was fairly good for the first
year or two, in the t!lirddyear. I believe, the
roturn was only about _Eil ._or 4d. per Ib. for
ginned cotton, at which it was practically
admitted by anvhody who knew anything
about the business that it was impossible te
make it pay. But with the priece that the
department is offering the proposition is am
entively different one, and whilst there may
be avy amount of places in Queensland where
cottori would grow, I nm doubtful whether
+hore is & place more suitable or with greater
Facilitios than Charters Towers, particularly
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as it is a p,dce which is looking for something
to take the place of mining. Fruitgrowing
and other things have been taken up, but
the time one has to wait for a return is a bit
too long for most people. Land can be got
under mining tenure very cheaply, and there
is an abundance of it. The surrounding
conditions of life and so on are all that can
be desired. I certainly think something
tangible and practical can be done in that
direction. I have met Mr. Jones, who, I
think, is to be commended for his persever-
ance in this matter year after year. (Hear,
hear!) He is never tired of advocating
what some people call a fad and others a
hobby, but T believe that, like other people,
he will see some results of his labour before
very long. He was_in Charters Towers, and
expre~sed the opinion that it was a place
exceptionally suitable for the growth of
cotton.

He stated that quite a number of other
things would grow there, but that cotton
would grow there to perfection. I think that
if some inducement were offered at the
present time, and the growing of cotton were
taken up with anything like the enthusiasm
it was taken up in 1907 and 1908, success
would be achieved. We all know that Britain
is ‘going to have to look elsewhere for her
cotton, and I am quite satisfied that it is
going ‘to be a very long time before the price
of cotton goes back to the pre-war rates.
The Department of Agriculture has done a
great deal in the matter of distributing
cotton seed free, and it is to be commended
for its action in that direction, but I certainly
think that in districts where people have
tried and" failed to grow cotton, failed
through no fault of their own, if some induce-
ment were offered by a Chamber of Com-
meree or some other organisation, and people
would take up the culture of cotion, there
would be a fair prospect of making the
industry succeed. Land of fairly good
quality is available at Charters Towers, there
is plenty of it, and it can be obtained Lh(htpel‘
than in any other part of the State, so that
if people can be induced to take up cotton-
growing, there is a very fair prospect that
they will succeed with the industry. The
difference in the price of cotton to-day as
compared with what it was years ago when
experiments were made in cotton- growing in
Queensland will make all the difference
between failure and success in the enter-
prise. In all probability the time will come,
perhaps not in the very near future, but it
will come, when Queensland will not only
grow its own cotton but will spin and
weave its own cotton. .Itisa well-known fact
that cotton-spinning (Lnd cotton-weaving can
always be done best, as far as the quality
and quantity of the cotton are concerned, in
a soft, humid atmosphere such as they have
in the old country. Where the spinners have
to resort to steam jets, that may be very
good for the material, but it is not very good
for the people who ‘have to do the work,
and I am quite certain that some better
means can be devised than steam jets. T am
certainly of opinion that there is a splendid
opening and opportunity for the growing of
cotton if some encouragement and inducement
are given to people to engage in the industry,
and I am quite certain that the department
will be quite prepared to do its share in
helping any community who are prepared to
take up this particular industry. I
certainly do my level best, when I go back
to Charters Towers, to see if the people who

shall
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have got the land now will not be prepared’
to go in for cotton-growing again, and I
hope it will be found to be a success and a.
benefit to them, a benefit to the State, and
a benefit to all concerned.

Mr. MOORE: I notice that the Dairy
Instructor had a salary of £450 and that it
has been increased to £485 per annum, while
the instructor in cheesemaking gets only
£265, and has not been granted any increase.
It is an extraordinary thing that a man who
is supposed to be an expert in his business, and
who has to teach people how to make cheese,
should only get the salary of an assistant in;
a good factory, and less than the salary paid
to a good manager. The manager of an
ordinary second-class cheese factory gets over:
£265 per annum at the present time, and it
seems a funny thing that such a man should
be expected to submit to be taught by an:
instructor who is paid considerably less.

Mr. CorLing: What about dairy testing?

Mr. MOORE: Any man can learn that ins
half an hour, but 1t takes years to learn
cheesemaking properly. There is one thing:
which I deprecate in the report of the depart-
ment, and that is the attempt which is made
in several places to hit at the Federal
Government. We want to find out what is:
the best way of conducting our business in
Queensland, and not to hit at the Federal
Government. What is the use of the Govern-
ment finding fault with somebody else when.
they are doing exactly the same thing them-
selves?

An HONOURABLE MEMBER :
are at fault?

Mr. MOORE: No, T admit nothing of the-
kind. Reference is made in the report to
the wheat pool, and it appears that the-
Government have now turned round. as they
say the Federal (fovernment refused them
admission to the pool. At the same time, we-
find that in the raport of the Agricultural
Department it is stated that last year a
referendum, was taken by the Government as
to whether the persons concerned would joim:
the wheat pool. The Government reduced’
the price of wheat to 3s. 6d. a bushel.

The SECRETARY rOR RAILwAYS: We took:
from the miller the wheat he had already
bought at the price he paid.

Mr. MOORE: The Government took the
wheat from the miller, and sold it at the
price they could get; they fixed the price of
flour to return 3s. 6d. a bushel for locally
grown wheat, and 8s. 6d.
Argentine wheat.

At hali-past 10 o’clock p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN: TUnder the provisions.
of Standing Order No. 306, I must now leave
the chair and make my report to the House.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re--
ported progress, and the Committee obtained
leave to sit again to-morrow.

HARBOUR BOARDS ACTS
MENT BILL.
ReTvRNED FROM COUNCIL.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a
message from the Legislative Council return-
ing this Bill without amendment.

FIRE BRIGADES BILL.

Seconn Reaping—RESUMPTION OF DEBATE.

Mr. PETRIE: I rise to support the Bill,
because I think it is a very necessary

Mr. Petrie.]

You admit they-

a bushel for

AMEND-
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measure. It is one which has been asked for
by the local volunteer fire brigades and the
local authorities for some time past. We
must all admit that the towns of Queensland
‘have grown so rapidly that an amendment
of the Act under which fire brigades now
work is urgently needed. This Bill ought.
“therefore, to receive serious and sympathetic
.consideration from both sides of the House.

The Howe SrCrETARY: There are no
‘politics in the Bill.
Lir. PETRIE: It is proposed by the Bill

to repeal the emstlng legislation and establish
new constitutions for the boards. The towns
as present enjoy the protection given by per-
manent fire brigades, but the country towns
aud the suburbs of the larger cities are left
‘to depend on volunteer bngddei 1 should
like to say a word of praise on behalf of our
volunteer fire brigades, which have always
done splendid service when called upon. They
have rendered their services gratuxtous]y,
and have been the means of saving much
property. It is now proposed to recognise
the volunteer brigades in a proper manner.
Volunteer fire brigades are to be registered,
and to be 1nspected by the chief ofﬁcer of
‘phe district, and their services are now o be
paid for. The powers of the chief officer are
-yery great, but I think they are necessary to
prevent fires. The chief officer may assume
.control of volunteer brigades at any fire,
and I take it that he will use that power in
a reasonable way. The clashing which has
sometimes taken place between two different
“fire brigades will accordingly now be pre-
vented. One important provision in the Bill
is that the chief officer may send the brigades
bu/oud their boundaries, if it is necessary,
and, in that case, the different authorities
are to be jointly liable to pay the expenses.
Some eopl“ may take exception to that but
it 1s only a fair thing that they =nou'd bear a
“portion of the burden.

With regard to the financial part of the
‘proposal, the Government contribute two-
-sevenths, the local authorities two-sevenths,
and the remaining three-sevenths are to be
paid by the insurance companies. 1 do not
“know that you can have a fairer basis of
contribution than that. The countrv towns
will be better looked after now, and every-
thing will be conducted as it should be. I
“have much pleasul(‘ in supporting the second
reading of the Bill

Question—That the Bill be now read a
-second time—put and passed.

PropoSeD COMMITTAL.

The HOME SECRETARY : I beg to move.
Mr. Speaker, that you do now leave the
-chair and that the House resolve itself into
a Committee of the Whole to consider the
Bill in detail.

Hon, W. H. BarxEes:
not ready for I,

The HOME SECRETARY : It really is a
machinery measure. The same thing may
“happen to-morrow night. The Bill, which
has been a long time in the hands ‘of hon.
members, is really a departmental Bill. The
-officers of the department the fire brigade
people, and the insurance companies have
been in consultation, and the Bill is the
result. Of course, I do not want to press
-the Committee stage.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I hope the hon
sgentleman will not press the matter, because

[Mr. Petrie.

We are

To-night ?
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if it is what he says—purely a machinery
Rill—the position is practically clear. Tt
was generally understood that, after the
second reading of the Bill to-night, we were
going to adjourn. Some hon. “members on
this side who are deeply interested in the
Bill accepted my assurance that the Com-
mittee stage would not be proceeded with
to-night,

The Howe SecreTARY: In that case, I
desire to withdraw my motion.

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the
House that the motion be withdrawn?

HoNoURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
Motion withdrawn accordingly.

ADJOURNMENT.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 1
move—That the House do now adjourn. The
business to-morrow will be the further con-
sideration of the Estimates, After half-past
10 o’clock p.m., I think we will take the
Mining Act Amendment Bill, which also is
a non-contentious measure.

Hon. W. H. BARNES You do not propose

tog tG-morrow nicht?
e IC-moY nigav!

rr(\!h@ intn Clom tto

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I°
would be glad if the hon. gentleman would
do so. He will find nothing in it to disagree
with.

Hon. W. H. Barngs: The second reading
will be debated at some length.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: If
50, hI will fall in with the hon. gentleman’s
wishes,

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at twenty minutes to
11 o’clock p.rm.






