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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

_

Trrsoay, 10 Fesgvary, 1920

The Seeasen (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree)
took the chaiv at half-past 3 o'clock p.m,

PORT DUES REVISION ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL—DAIRY PRODUCE BILL.

AssexT,

The SPEAKER announced the receipt
from His Excelleney the Lieutenunt-Governor
of nietsages vonveying His Majesty's nssent

to these Bills,
QUESTIONS.
CATTLE AND IMPROVEMENTR OX STATE
STATIONS.

My. SPENCER (Marunoa) easked ihe
Minister in Charge of Stute Enterprises—

1, What mumber of bullocks of the
age of three vewrs and older have the
Government on their stations or else-
where ?

2. Ave these bullocks being supplied
to the State butchers' shops, and at what
price per hoad?

“3 What sum has been spent an the
State stations for improvements gsinee they
have been acquired, viz :—(z) in making

provision for water; (4) for rmghal_'king;
) for clesring pear; (@) for fencing or
Luidlding 1"

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied—

“1. 7,150 head—No, T's and older.

“2. Yes; to butchers' shops and State
ineatworks as required, at from £8 per
hoad,

“3, In) Expemlc-d £6,000, und present
contracts will run  to approximately
£13.000; (1) practically nothing, experi-
mental work ouly up to the present; (e)
no separate accounts kept—eompara-
tively verr little pear on State stations,
and managers are held responsible for
keeping the stations clean; (J) £13,075.7
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SUPPLY.
RESUMPTION OF COM%ITTEE—N[NTH ALLOTTED
AY.

(Mr. Smith, Mackay, in the chuir.)

Question—That £17,538 be granted for
W I)v.ga.rtment of  Justice—Chief Office’—
stuted—

Hox. W. H. BARNESR (Bulimba) : During
the discussion quite a number of important
matters have come up for the eonsideration
of the Committes, one of which is the unsatis-
factory condition of the various electorates,
sa far as the divisions are concerned. 1
always understood that the poliey of the
Government and those who are supporting
the: Government was one .that they at least
slaimed would be fair, equitable, just, right.

The Secreriry ror Puauic Wonxs inter
jected.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member
suys he approves of that. If he does, he is
not varrying out what he belioves, or is not
1ssisting to ecarry out what he believes, 1
want to ask whether the Government have
any intention of adjusting the anomalies that
exist, beeauso it is an absolute disgrace that
we should find ourselves in the position in
which we are fo-day. TLet me draw your
attention to what has been repeated over
and over and over again, namely, that thero
are electorates with one representative and
about 2,000 voters, whilst there are other
clectorates, like my own, which have the
same representation and about 12,000 voters.
I wm perfectly certain that no person in
‘the House can justify that, It is not becanse
the Government have not the necessary means
‘to alter the position, bocause they have on
the statute-book an Aot which gives them
the power to deal automatically with it.

The BECRETARY For T'ustic Womks: You
had that power in 1914,

Hoy. W. H. BARNES: Perlectly true,
but the anomalies that exist to-day are not
as they existed in 1914, I am prepared to
admit thet in 1814 there were discrepancies
and anomalies, buf they have grown fo an
extraordinary extent. T am perfectly esrtain
that the number on the roll in the Bulimba
alectorate in 1914 was nothing like the
number on the roll to-day, :

The Skcnerary vor Puniic Works: There
wag ¢ big excess in 1914,

HTox. W. H. BARNES: That is not an
answer, I am preparod to admit that in
1914 there were more than the guota, but the
Miunister stands condeinned on his own admis-
sion, hecause there is a very much higger
excess to-day. The Minister who interjected
admils that there were anomalies, and he
admits that thera are very much bigger
anomalies, and yet there iz not the slightest
action on the pars of the Government. (In-
terjections.) Whr all this noiza? 1s it that
their consciences are pricking them—that they
feel they ought to do something which they
are afraid to do. Are they afraid that even
the Premier mizht have to seck some frosh
fields if they did the just thing? Are the
powers behind the Govirnment saying, “ Do
not do angthing. because some of us are
‘going to lose the number of our mess?” Pyt
yourself on this side of the House, Mr, Smith,
1ot kuowing, as you do, all the inner eircles
of the other side and ask yourself how you
wonld view it You wonld say. “ There is
aomething absolutely rotten in the Govern-

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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ment when they will not do the just thing
by the communify.” Surely, we have the
right te expect that votes shall be eqgual.
Can unyone here say that a constituency with
less than 2,000 votes is entitled to the same
representation as one with 128,000 votes?

The Secnprary ror Puscie Works inter-
jected,

Hon. W. H. BARNES: If they cannot
torn the blame on to the Commonwealth,
they make some othor excuse, they never
tackle the thing itself, and the result is that
the position becomes tore and more unsatis-
fagtory. I think the Premier ought to
inform the House whether the Governiment,
before they fuce the eloctors, have any inton-
tion of adjusting the electorates, as they
unght to do. Ilas the Minister in charge of
the Estimatoes to-day any intention of urging
upon the Govermment that something should
bhe done ?

Han, J, Meniax: 1 am very much amused
at you after your party gerrymandered the
clections,

Hox. W. 11, BARNES: The hon. member
linows that onr pavty never did anything of
the kind. {Government dissent.) The truth
is coming home to them, and they do not
like it, and so they ave trying to take some-
thing off my time,

Mr. WaiTrorD : You had half the ceme-
teries voting for you.

[Ton, W. H, BARNES: T want to draw
attention to a statement that bas been made
deliberatoly by no less s journal than the
“ Bulletin,” (Government laughter.) It has
been pointed out by that journal that b
some strange means at the last oloction—
presume it was a coincidence that one does
read of sometimes—the number of eloctors
on the State rolls in Queensland was very
mnch greater than it should have been. What
is the inference, or, what is more, what are
the facts behind 1#? They are that somehow
or other somebody forgot to take off names
that should have been taken off.

Mr. Riorpan; And some of them took off
names that shonld not have heen taken off.

Dox. W. TI. BARNIES: There is anofther
membor who evidently feels very sore him-
self, The ' Bulletin™ distinctly states that
the numbers of peorsons on the rolls wers
very much in excess of those who should have
baen on, and it is perfectly certain that these
things happen by same strange coineidence,
1 would like the Minister, who is fresh fo
Ministerinl vank, to get up and make a elean
breast of it, tell us all about it. We would
really like to know how it was done, and
then if any other Government that sococeds
did feel inclined {o do such a dishonest and
itaproper thing, it would be something to warn
them. 1 hope the hon. gentieman will go
fully into theswe matters, and give us such an
explanation as we desire.

Hon, J. Muitas: SBoch as von desire?

Hox. W. H, BARNES: We want at all
times just to know what is the truth in this
connection, I notice whenever there is a
point which touehes o Minister it is evaded.
We have the same in regard to returns.
Somehow ov other they are afraid to let
the light of day on it. You may depend upon
it that these statements which are made by
hon. gentlemen occeupying the Government
benches cannot be proved, and thercfore they
shelter themselyes hehind something which
is purely a negligible thing. 1 want fo ask
the Minister whether, when the ex-Premier
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went South and conducied a very impartant
gcampaign—an eleetion which 1 think the
present  Government  helped to  lose very
materially by withholding the Iinancial
Statement—I am certain that, because they
were afraid to introduce their Financial
Statement, it tended ta injure the late
Premier in eonnection with his late contest
at the Federal ballat—I want to ask how
many officers he had with him. 1 want to
know if any of the officers of the State, after
the Hon. T, J. Ryan had resigned his port-
folic and his seat in this House, assisied in
that campaign. and if thev were paid for
it by the Queensland Government. Will the
Mimster -ay I am wrong in making that
statrment ¢ 1 challenge tﬁe Minister to say
that that is not correct.

_ Hon, J. Muuias: It is the easiest thing
o the world to make wild statoments,

Hox, W. H. BARNES: I ecan furnish the
Minister with the names of the officers, and

want to ask if they lent their valuable
asgistunce to the Ien. T, J, Ryin while he
was carrying on the Federal campaign? 1f
they did, wha paid for them? Were they
paid by the State of Queensland, which is
groaning under wilful finuncial mismanage-
ment f - Will the Minister answer that gques-
tion when he geis on his feet, heeause 1 can
assure him that members on this side of the
House are going to push the guestion for all
it_is worth? Another point l wish to deal
with 1= the question of gambling, and I notice
that wus quietly thrust on one side when
it was introdueed. 1 want to ask if the
Minister is nware of the number of permits
which have been issued?

I-In:!n‘ J. Muvrtan: 1 am aware of every
one issued and apparently sanctioned by you
as treasurer of the Patriotie Association.

How. W. H. BARNES ¢ 1 never sanctionad
ond as treasurer.

Hon, J. MuLLax: There is an application
with your name on it.

Hox, W. H. BARNES: I never sanctioned
one as treasurer, and the hon. gentleman
knows that. The hon. gentleman may know
that I happened to be, and still ain, treasurer
of the patriotic funds, and the committee
may have applied, but I had nothing what-
eyer to do with them. (Government laugh-
ter.) The pesition is perfectly clear. We
find to-day, for the purpose of carrying out
propaganda work, that permits ave being
1ssued for Liberty IMairs and other places
where Ministers ave held op for sale, One
was sold for 1s, and anothor was sold for
2s. I am referring to their value to ihe
ce_u;'nt‘ry. and that is the way they wores dealt
with,

The SECRETARY roR  AGRICULTURE:
would be a *“drug” in the market.

Hox, W. H, BARNES I say this gumbling
evil i5 undermining the very vitals of this
country.  And is it not going to stop! 1
say it should stop, It is o erying disgrace
to the compunity that perinits should be
given; what for?

Hon, J. Muvuiay: Don't be havd on the
Oppaosition, They all applied.

Hos. W. H. BARNES: To help to earry
on some of the almost “elect ™' things which
the Minister has to do with. We see little
children gambling with the help of the
Minister for Justies,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTUTRE:
did you see that?

You

Where
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Hox, W. H, BARNES: Is it not a strange
anomaly when a department which calls it.elf
a Department of Justice does that for polivi-
cal purposes? Iave we not heard that in
connection with some of these permits that
liave been given and the runmng of these
things that good fat commissions %mve been
paid—I do not say to gentlemen in this
House—to people outside this ouse for the
purpose of superintending them 7 No wonder
that there ave people in the community who
are anxious to continoe these things, and &
Minister who has any sense of his responsi-
bility should see at onee that this kind ol
thing, oven if it is out to help his political
“pals,” should be at once removed, because it
is a wenuee to the communily, T wang to
ask the Minister: Is his influence going in the
direction of assisting the Government to be
saved from that kind of thing, and in turn
save the country from it? He should be m
a position to direet them aright and save
them from further humiliation in  thay
particular regard.

I want to say o word also about the fees
paid. [ have heard over and over again
about profitecring, That is the stock word
on the other side; but I saw a return the
ather day, and, 'il the return was a correct
one, the lute Premier received do not
know how many thousand pounds for legal
work in connection with the Goverument of
this country, and 1 venture to say the depart-
ment hns never paid such an amount before
to uny Premier or to any officer of the Go-
vernment who has had o do with the con.
tral of the Covernment. I waat 1o ask
where these gentlemen who tallkk about pro-
fiteering come in? What have they got to
say when these big fees are paid? The
return tabled the other day shows that the
profiteering is on the other side; and, my
word, they are making hay while the sun
shines! 1 want to ask the Minister if he
can justify the amount of mouey that 1s being
paid in connection with legal fess in this
State 7

The SecreTary For Prenic Wonrks: Can
you justify what your Governmemt paid ¥

Hon., W. H. BARNES: Yes, becavse there
was nothing in keeping with what is being
done on the other side. 1 am very pleased
to se¢ Ministers sre gelting angry, because
it is an indieation that they realise the truth
of my criticisms.

The SecmETary ForR Previc Works: The
stupidity of them,
Hox. W, H, BARNES: [ want to ask,

even if it iz anly in view of an slection next
year, if they are not geing to shape their
policy somewhat different in the future to
what it has been in the past.

1 want to ask also how it is that rhis
advertising has Leen carried on in the way
it has heon earvicd on—au  advertisement
sent Seuth appearing as if the paper had pub-
lished 1 off its own bat. and then for it
to be discavercd afterwards that it was an
advertisement paid for by the Government
in order to boom themn, | want to ask what
the reason is, 1 want to know if that poliey
i3 amongst the other policies which have
been so disastrous to this country? I am
sure the Minister has a good deal to answer
when he gets up to rveply to the criticisms
of this side of the Hause,

Mr. PETERSON (Normanby) : The hon.
member for Bulimba has arvgued thas there
should be a redistribution of seals in this

My, Peterson.)
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State, and he guoted his own very large
electorate containing somewhere in  the
vicinity of 10,000 votlers.

Hon. W. H. Bapwes: More than that.

Mr, PETERSON - I stand corrected—over
10,000 voters as against some of the country
electorates. If the hon. member's arguments
are to he taken as the best in the interests
of Queensland, it would simply mean we
wonld wiRa out same of the conutry constitu-
encies., My own seat is not in jeopardy,
because Normanby has over the quota, but
I could not see my way to support the
hon. member, and [ cannot see how conntry
menibers on hig own side con see their wuy
to support his avgument, because it would
mean that you would have more city elec-
torates and more Brisbane influence as against
the country.

Hon. W. I Bagxes: There must be a
gquota in favour of the country.

Mr. PETERSON: The hon. member has
guoted justion. Can you get justice when
you have a member vepresenting a district
which you can almest whistle around, and
another member reprosenting 60,000 square
miles of country? Can you call it justice
and say that that members' electorate should
be made larger? Well, I do not get fime
to read the newspapers, beeausze of the time
occupied in trudging round the departmeut
in the interests of my constituents, and yeb
the hon. member says:  Let eterson’s elec-
torate be made bigger. Cut the country
electorates out and give more members to the
city.” The city is already over-represented,
in my opinion, and the time hias come when
both sides of the Honse should see that
there is mo such redistribution as is going
to eut out country vepresentutives in this
Chamber. 1 hope tpe (Governmens will not
tuke any notice of that wrgument, because,
after all, the hon. member must realise that
if we are 1o get the best form of government
—a Government which is going to represent
the interests of the people—then we should
have the preponderance in this IHouwse of

countey mombers ever city momlers [ hope
the hon, member will not persist in his
argument, and that he will see you have to

consider other issues besides the number of
electors.

Hop. W. U, BaeNes: Do you believe the
margin is a right onef

Mr. Kimwax: What about the margin in
Victoria ?

My, PETERBON: In Victoria the town
seats are represented by 40.000 constituents,
and the country seats from 4,000 to 6,000
constituents.  Why was that done? The
Labour party down there took up the same
attitude that hon. members take up this
afternoon, that it is not just; but the
National Government there considered the
country should receive wn larger proportion
of vepresentation than the city, and that is
why the policy was adapted there. Burely
the hon. member does not contend that we
should have less country members in this
Houze? SBorely he is uot going to aslk thag
we should wipe out some of the country seats
and give greator representation to the city?
The thing is absurd, and I hope the Govern-
ment will tnke no notice of him at all, and I
hope the eountry party on that side of the
Hounse will not support that argument. The
hon. mewber also referred to the fact that
the volls at the last general election were
inflated. T am not preparved to admit that they

[Afr. Peterson.
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wera inflated; but, as far as the inference
goes, one would be led to believe that somo
clectors voted twice, Speaking for my own
electorate, I cun say there were
[4 p.m.] only two cases of double voting
recorded, and when they were
inquired into it was found that they weve
persons of identically the same christian
und surname who were living in the saine
clistriet, Sa it can be understood how errors
of that deccription arise, Irom experience
and inquiry, I have found that the same
thing lias oceurred in other electorates. The
hon. member must realise that, though there
may be an inflated roll—granting that there
is—il is not a sine gua non that there was
double voting. There is nothing in that
argument, | wish now to refer to the actions
of the Titles Oflice in Rockhampton. T hope
the Minister will psy parficular attention,
because the conduet of the Titles Office in
Rockhampton is hieoming sa much of a joke
in the Central district. My constituents are
continually going to that office with regard to
deeds and se on, and I am repeatedly receiv-
ing complaints owing to the inovdinate delays
which occur, My constituents and alsa solici-
tors are told that the delay is at the Brisbane
office, anidl when you inguire at the Brisbane
office you are informed that the delay takes
place at Reckhampton. I think the time is
ripe for inquiry to be made into the reason
why people wha require their title deeds and
such like have to put up with such extra-
ovdinary delays as are taking place at the
present time, Only to-day I have roceived a
most genuine letter on the subject. TIf the
officer there is not capable of seeing that the
work is oxpedited, somebody else should be
put in his place,

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): The deputy
leader of the Opposition made reference to
the difference in the number of electors on
the rolls for the various electorates. I find
that the Cook electorate contains an area
of 75,300 square miles, the Chillagoe has
6,340, and the Burke 65,300. Tn other words,
in those three electovater we have wearly
one-fourth of the total area of Queensland.
According to the 1917 figures, there were on
the rolls of those eclectorates a total of
7.443 electors, or less than the number repre-
sented by the hon. member for Bulimba.
The point T want to make is: Would it be
possible for any one man fo represent that
area of country as 1t shonld bo represented ?
Then we have o ask ourselves another ques-
{ion: Is it not time that the Governmmert—
whether it be this or any other Government
—saw that we had more population in those
parts of Queensland, so that the hon. mem-
ber for Bulimba would not be given an
opportunity to eriticise the small number of
electors there are on those rolls? The duty
of this Government s to help. to the besi
of their ability, to develop the Cook and the
Burke clectorntes, where there are prac-
tically no railways, with a view to wetting
a greater population in those parts of Queens-
land. I am not one of those who beliove
that the country shonld have pver-representa-
tion n. against the eity, The democracies of
the world belong to the eities. I know that.
from my reading of history: and I am not
going to favour the country having over-
representation against the demoeraeies which,
in many cases, have forced progress upon
the conntry, In various periods of fhe
warld’s history the country Eﬁi been foreed
to adopt radical measnres to ensure progress.
1 am willing to admit that there should be
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somo consideration shown te the country.
What do T find in regard to some of the
olectoratrs in Brisbane? The Brisbane elec-
torate has an area of § square mile, Bur-
snda 1 square mile, Fortitude Valley 1
square mile, Ithaca 14 sguare mile, Maree
14 sguare nile, Merthyr 1 sqoere mile,
Paddington 3 squave mile, Windsor 4} square
miles. Those are some of the electorates in
Brisbane. In Vietoria it s entirely wrong
that one portiom of ihe State should reguire
40,000 electors to return a member to its
Legislature while anather partion roeqgnives
only 5,000, What we have to consider in
Quecnsland 15 the immensity of ocur State
as compired with Vietoria. I have travelled
over most of those eleciorates T have men-
tioned, where the population is very sparse,
and they shonld be given some consideration,
1 notice on the Estimates thers i an amount
of £1,000 for travelling expenses for the
judges of the Bupreme Court. We have
ind eritieism regarding Ministerial motor-
ears, What about a little criticism coming
{rom members of the Opposition in refer.
enee to the amount of £1,000 set aside for
the travelling expenses of the judges of the
Suprame Court? T remember having raised
this question on more than one oceasion. I
believe the judges do not even render an
acepunt  of  what  their  oxpenses really
amount to, If they do, 1 would like the
Minister b say so. Then I come to another
item—Court of Industrial Arbiteation, nssa-
viates, two ab £250, total £500. T under-
stand that those judges are allowed to
appoint their own assoctates. That is entirely
wrongz, in my opinion. This party. if they
stand for anything, should stand for equal
opportunifies for all. T remomber yoars ago
there was a gentleman wlho oeccupied the
position of magistrate and warden. Later
1 watched the carcer of his son, and I noticed
that he became o judge. Later still I
watched the eareer of hig <ons, and I saw
that they became associntes to judges. Now,
where do the equal opportunitics come in?
Tmagine a working-class child, born and
reared on & 16-perch  allotment, where
the surroundings da not fuvour the develop-
ment of the intellectual faculties of that
vhild. What chanee has he alongside those
1 have just referred to? He would have no
chance at all. Why should the judge be
allowed to appoint his own son to the posi-
tion of associnte because he happens to be
his son? Where does the child of the work-
ing man come in? We allow these judges to
appoint their own assorciates, and we foot the

bill, Is that the only salary those associatos
receive !

Mr. MacrrTsey: You © foot ™ the hill;
that is all you «a.

Mr, COLLINS: We pay up and look
cheerful. I have been filling in my income

tax roturn this afternoon, but it is not like
that of the hon. member for Toowong.

Mr, Macarryey: I would not be surprised
if you returned more now. (Lunghter.)

Mr. COLLINS: 1 am asking for equal
npll;mrilmiticsl for all. We are buwlding up
n kind of aristocratic cirele.  Some of these
people ought to get ont and do a little of
the useful work of the world, and give the
children of other people an opportunity of
becoming  associates,  These things ought
to go round—mot come down from father ta
son.

Mr. MORGAN: T remember when the
present members of the Government were
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on this side of the House they continually
complained about the enormous amount of
maoney that was being spent by the Govern-
ment of that day in legal expenses. It
will be interesting to give figures in respect
to the amount of money paid to barristors
and solicitors during different periods by the
past Government and tho precent Govern-
ment. For the last three years of the late
CGovernment the amounts were as follows : —

£ s
1st July, 1912, to 30th June,
1913 ... .. 467216 9
1st July, 1913, to 30th June
s . o AL T B
1st July, 1914, to 30th Juone,
1918 ... .. 5892716 B

Total £13.612 0 10

The fgures for this Government during the
last three years huve been— o
8 d.

1st July, 1916, to 3lst June,

1817 .. .. 6,986 9 1
1st July, 1817, to &0th June,

1818 .. [
1t July, 1018, to 30th June,

= NI - 7. 53 (- (o

Tatal £25,504 10 11

That ehows an increase by this Government
of £11,982 10s. 1d.

Mr, Payng: They may have had more
coses,

Mr. MORGAN : It seems to me to be an
extraordinary thing that there should be
such an inereased amount paid by this
Government,

Mr. Larcoxse: Your legislation was never
challenged,

Mr, MORGAN: Possibly this Govern-
ment made casos owing to the fact that it was
a paynble thing for some of fhose who were
briefed. Then we have the amounts paid
to the late Premier, when acting as Attorney-
General. 'The hgures I will guote are only
the mmounts which have s.-:.tmﬂly been paid.
We know there are several sums amounting
to thousands of pounds which have not get
been paid, and have not yet been ineluded
in the latest return, We know there 1s an
amount of £2000 which has not yet been
paid, which Mr, Ryan at ons time said he
would not tnke until after a certain elee-
tion. Avccording to the return furnished to
this House for the year which has just
expired, that smin has not yei been paid.
It would be interesting to compare My
Ryan's fees with those of the Attorney-
Genecal in the previous Administration—
now Mr. Justice ('Sullivan. Mr, Justice
(¥Sullivan, while scling as Aftorney-General,
reoeived the following sums:—

5. .
1et July, 1912, to 30th June,
1935 . e 402 90
1st July, 1913, to 30th June,
1919 .. e B84 13 6
1st July, 1914, to 30th Juns,
191" ... : 665 6 6

That shows a total for the three years of
£1,650 8s, During the last three years Mr.
Ryan was moting as Attorney-General he re-
ceived, from lst July, 1916, to 3lst July,
1917, £749 15s.; fram the 1lst July, 1917, to
30th June, 1818, £849 1s. 6d.; from 1st July,
1918, to 304h June, 1919, £1,170 45, 6d.; or a
total for three years of £2,769 Is For the

Mr. Morgan.)
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Sovernment membiers are arguing just the
opposite, and say the country electorates
onght to be represented far more fully than
the eity. What wus good some vears ago is
guite wrong now. I cannat understand the
position that Labour supporters are taking
ap. I heard the hon, member for Bowen
advocating equal opportunities for all. That
18 not equal opportunities for all; it is
anequal opperiunities.  Take, for instance,
my own clectorate of Carnarven. In that
clectorate there were 4,208 voted at the lust
plection.

Mz, WiitrorD: What is the arca?
Mr. GUNN: Then we have the Cook

olectorate. I suppose it is a bigger electorate
than mine. There were 2,768 people voted

sheve.
Mr, I J. Ryan: You are wrong.
Mr. GUMN: [ am quoting from the

zeneral elections of 1918 compared with those
of 1815. T said the people who voted, not
those who wure on the roll. [ do not see
that the people in the Cook electorate should
have twice the eleclorsl power that the
people in Carnarvon have, Now, this is an
anomaly. I notice that at the 1818 election
there were 425,316 people on the roll anl
out of that mumber only 340,275 voted, leav-
ing 85.041 who did not vote, Yet there was
no action taken, Nohody was prosecuted for
not voting, although the Act says that it is
«compulsory voting. Where ave those 85041
people? T think a great number of them
were myths. T heard ii said there was 14,000
more on the electoral rolls than there were
adults in Queensland.

Mr. Wem: Just as well for you, too.

Mr. GUNN: OF those that did vote, it
works oul this way; 4.726 per electorate of
thoze who voted, at £300 per annum, equals
1s, &d. per head, or at £500 per annum
ecquals 2s. 1d, per head! I think it would
be & good iden if we paid members of Par-
liament for what they did—equal represen-
tation for all. Pay them at so much per
Thead. 1f the Government of the day ﬁ)ad
a redistribution of seats, they would take
fine care that evervhody turned out to vote.
As to the difficulty of representing s country
electorate as against a town eloctorate, T
represent a country electorate, and I do not
have to go to every little bit of a function
ithat is held in the electorate, because it is
too far away, The city member is called
upon to open schools and attend other fune-
tions, [ would far sooner represent a country
clectorate than a city electorate, Carryin
the argument of pavment per head, I woulg
like to point out—1 have a little table worked
out here—how it would work out. We will
take the member for Bulimba. In his electo-
rate 9,871 persons voted. At £300 he ought
to goet £616, or at £500 he shonld get £1,028.
My, Theodore, Chillagoe; in his electorate
1,417 voted. At £300 he would get £88;
at £500 he would get £147. {Iitug'h‘ten}
Take Mr. Petrie, Toomhbul electorate; 7.320
voted there. He wonld get £457 or £762.
‘Take Mr. Riordan, Burke: 1,665 voted there.
He wonld get £104 or £173.  Gilday, Tthaea,
with 5,576 voters would get £348 or £530.
Winstanley, Queenton, with 2,386 voters
would get £148 or £248, Warren, Mur-
rinba, with 6,301 voters; he would get £383
or E666. Armfield, Musgrave, with 3,362
voters would get £210 or £350. Now, can-
not you see the inequality of the thing? Then
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see the inconsistency of using the argument,
“Why dido’t you do it when you were in
power?” Wae did it. We brought in a Redis-
tributian Bill, and if you had put us in pawer
ngain the electorates would have been cut up
long ago, What does the Governmenc trouble
ahout the country electorates? They only

trouble about koeping in power;
[4.30 p.m.] they boast about having a great

majority; but the difference in
votes between their majority and ours is a
mere nothing.,  Buot the majority of members
is a great difference. The Nationalists, or
Liberals, do not have fair representation in
this House. We are represented by a small
number, whereas we should have neavly half
the number of members in the House. Prapor-
tional representation is far better than what
we have, but the next best thing is a proper
redistribution of seats. We  subdivided
Queensland into quotas of 4,700, but, of
vourse, some electorates increase at a groater
rate than others, and the longer it goes on
the worse it gets. The position huas become
worse sinee fthe present CGovernment have
been in power. There are several other
things on which T would like to speak, but
I will wait until the vote goes through.

Mr. MACARTNEY (Zooweng): 1 think
the ar ents put forward by hon. members
on_this side of the House in favour of a
vedistribution of 'seats are well-founded, We
have not had a redistribution for many years,
and, conseruently, many and great changes
have taken place, but it is not necessary fo
labour that; it has been argued many times
before in this Hpuse. Comparing our rolls
with the Federal rolls, there is no doubt that
they are not in the position thut they ought
to be in. There is an idea abroad—and, 1
think, with some justification—that there
are from 70,000 to 100,000 names on the
%uenna]and voll that have no right to be
there, Hon, members opposite are respon-
sible for this state of afairs, and there onght
to be no trouble in correcting it. The result
is that there is considerable danger of double
voting, and I kuow that there has bheen
double veting.

Mr. ('Buuivew: Very few eases

Mr, MACARTNEY: 1 know of cases
where there has been double voting, but the
benefit of that goes to the other side. I
heard of a man trm’ellinﬁ in a train who
wes finding some Fault with the Government,
One man in the carriage said, " You voted
for Macarfney.” He =aid, * No, T voted
twice in Brisbane and once in Beenleigh,
and voted for Ryan every time.” [ think it
is only fair that names on the vell which
ara not entitled to be there should be taken
off, and then everybody will have a Fair
show. [ endorse the remarks of the hon,
member for Normanhy respecting the delays
in the Titles Office. Clonsiderable changes
have trken place in the department lately,
with the result that the delays have very
much increased. It takes about o month now
to get a title that could be got forinerly ina
weﬁ& at most, and sometimes in a few days.
It iz well known that a man who requires
to make a search could do so on paying @
feo, but now the Titles Offioe make seavches
themselves, and very often the search is based
on  erroneous  calenlations. and 4 fee is
charged all the same. This scems fo be
characteristic of the public service, which is
getting back into a state of inefficiency
instead of making progress. The complaint
made by the hon. member is one that the
Minister should give serious consideration to,

Mr. Macariney.]
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Hox, J. MULLAN (Flinders): A few
matters have been wnentioned that T ought
to reply to before the vote goos through,
and I shall deal with them in the order in
which thev were submitted, The rotivement
of certain refurning officers was rveferred to

the member for Oxloy and by another
hon, jaember. 1 have made inguiries and
find that no man was ivvegularly or wrongly
vetived,  There is  jnstificatian for every
votiverment that was made. Thev were due
to old age, death, transier, aud other reusons
which, perhaps, it would not be in the
interests of returning officers to state, Now,
I wonid like to refer to the question of
electoval inequality,  This matter has been
reforved to by half a dozen members on the
Opposition  side, and one  member was
particularly unfortunate in his reference to it,
i that he picked four mining electorates for
cornent,  We all know that mining clee-
tordtes, more than one other, arc subject to
fluctuations, and although they are bhelow the
quoth to-day something night arise that they
will be above the quota in a very short time.
und we eannot eontinually be changing the
fuota to st the oceasion, The hon. member
reforved also to one vote one value, Now,
suppose you divide the seventy-two eleeto-
rates into seventr-two equal parts oumeri-
cally, do you mean to say that 1,000 votes
in the far West or the far North would have
the same velue as 1,000 votes in Brisbane?
They would not. My experience is the other
way about. Anvhow, faney the hon. member
speaking of incquality, when we have the
standing disgrace of the Scnate, where there
is one Lubour member to thivtz-five Liberals !

Goverxyest Meyvsers: Shame !

Hon. J. MULLAN: Now, one member
said the other evening, and it was repeated
by the hon. member for Toowong this after
noon, that there were 70,000 to %OO‘DUU eloc-
tors on the rolls to-day that should not be
on,  The hon. membuer for Oxley stated that
89,000 people had been enrolled between 1915
and 1818, 1 want to tell the hon. membor
for Oxlay that he is out only 50,000, (Hear.
hear!) He wanted to know how the dif-
ference between ithe 1915 and the 1918 rolls
arose,  In the first place, soldiers’ names,
including those soldiers under twenty-one
years of age whose names were put on the
rolls, together with some duplications that
were subscquently justified, represented 22,000
votes, reducing the hon. member for Oxley’s
88.000 to 67,000. The Commonwealth electoral
roll in 1915 showed 368,298 votors on the roll.
The BState rolls for the same year showed
835,195 voters.  As a matter of faet, the State
enrolments in that year was 28,000 less than
the Commonwealth, In 1915 to 1918 the
Commonwealth roll was inercased by 26.000
votes. If you add that 26,000 vobes to the
28,000 votes alrendy accounted for it will
oxplain away 54,000 of the 89,000 votes
refarred to by the hon. member for Oxley.
The other 13,000 to make up the 67,000 votos
is accounted for by the Chief Llectoral Officer
stuting that the Commonwealth system is to
immediantely strike & man's name off the rall
when he leaves the distriet, whercas the State
system is to Jeave that man’s name on the roll
until his name appears on another voll. 1
have now shown that the hon. member for
Oxloy wos only out over 50,000 in his caleula-
tions, and these figures can be verified by
referving to the electaral rolls.

Mr. Charer: There is no system so perfect
as the Queensland system,

[Hon. J. Mullan,
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Hox. J, MULLAXN: The next matter te
which rveferenco was made——
My, Fuv: What about motor-cars?

Ilox. J, MULLAN: Surely you got ali
vou winted about metor-cars the other night
from the Minister for Works! 1 now wani
to =ay a word about those fees paid ta
havri-ters und solicitors, and the burning
curiesity on the part of hon. member oppo-
<ite to Jenow in what way the money was
expended, The hon. member for Toowong
went so far ps te say—

“1 do not know of any time in the
history of the Adminiztration of Queens-
land in which fees have been so freely
denwin’”

And T do nat know of any Administration in
the history of Queensland except the Labour
party where legislation has been so viciously
attacked by the other side. We know—and
the hon. member who has made this attack
knows—that a definite policy has been
adopted by the Oppesition Lo fight the legis-
lation of this party and to try and alter the
vordict of this party and the verdict of the
country by appealing to the courts.

Me. Maesnrsey: You kpow the Opposition
has nothing to do with it

Hox, J. MULLAN : T know the Opposition
is part and parecl of it, Can the hon. mem-
bor dissacinte himself from the movement
i the country to attack and to fight Labour
legislation ¥ Why, it was only the other day
in thi= House that I pointed to o plot
creatod

Mr. MacartyEy: You rvead a stolen docu-
moent that had nothing to do with it.

Hox, J. MULLAN: T can wsssure the hon.
memboy that the document was not stolen,
because we have any numbey of friends whao
have aewess to the star chanber of our
friends apposite.

Mr. Macarrsey: I zhould say so.

Loy, J. MULLAN: And they bring us all
the deeuments we require. Again, we have the
famous document : ** My dear Macartney,™
(Government laughter.) Did we steal that?

Mr. Macantsey: Yes.

Hox., J. MULLAN: As a4 matter of fact,
that document was carelossly dropped on the
streot by the hon. mewber himself, and he
knovs it

Mr. Macarrsey: Tt was not; 1f was
stolen
Hon, J. MULLAN: It was not stolen,

We know the history of it

Mr., MACARTREY : And used by thieves. T
congratulate you on the company you keep.

A GoversMENT Memper: How did you
get home that night?  (Laughter.)
. Hox, J, MULLAN: If the hon. member
is as pleased with his company as I amn with
mine, then we are mutually satisfed, The
hon, member disowned any connection with
the palicy of fighting Labour legislation.
Will he disown this as part of a policy of
this great pariy formed last vear to fight
Labour? Here iz one of the planks of the
platform—

“ (1) Testing the legulity of any Act,
proclumation, regulation, or order of
the Federal or Queensland Parlinment,
or of any rule or hy-lnw of any eorpora-
tion in either ease of common applica-
tion."”

What does that mean?
My, MAcaRTSEY: What is thab?
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How. J. MULLAN : That is the platform
uf the Employers’ Faderation.

Mr. MacarTxEY: What has this party to
do with it? (Government laughter.)

Hox. J. MULLAN : If the hon. member
‘thinks that the electors of Queensland are so
simple as to dissociate himself or his pavty
from the HEmployers' Federation, we]fl, he
is simpler than T take him for.

Mr. Macanrsey: [ have never been a
ﬁambpr of an employers’ federation in my
ife,

Hox. J. MULLAN:
knows quite well that
pariy.

My, Macarryey: They support the pavty
“!tll COMIMon sSense.

Hon. W. H. DBaewes: The Minister
snows his statement is absolutely incorreet,

The CHAIRMAN : Order |

The hon. member
they support his

Hox, J. MULLAN: The hou. member
lenows guite well—and nobody  koows it
better than he—that no Government in

Queensland has ever had itz legislation so
consistently challenged as our legislation has
been challonged in the courts of the land by
the Oppesition and by people who support
them.

M Macarryey : On your own seeking.

Hox. J. MULLAN : No, because in nearl:
every case the courts of the land have upheld
us. The hon. member for Murilla referred
to the Mooruberrie epse, Did not the egures
of the land support us there?

Mr. Morgan: No.

Hox. J. MULLAN: The courts of the
land said we did right. Would the hon.
member have us do wrong in order to evade
legal rosponsibility? That is the logic of
the hon. member’s argument. We have
carried out the policy of the Lahour party.
Take the State Insurance Office, If the
supporters of hon, members opposite had
had their way we would not have had in
existence the mast suceessful insurance office
that we bhave to-day. And it would be
impossible for the Workers' Compensation
Act to be administered in the penerous way
in which it is administered to-day if we did
not have a monopoly. We all know that,
and if hon. members opposite had had their
way we would not have had that monopaly ;
and then when we beat them In this House,
they followed us outside, and took us from
conrt to court, and took wus to the highest
court 1n the land. No wonder we had high
legul expenses. They have been foreed on
us.  The hon. member can laugh, but the
action of his party

Several HoNovumasLe MEMBERS interject-
ing. E

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Ovder! I
must reguest hon, members to eease making
dizorderly interjections while the Minister is
reploing.

Hox. J. MULLAN : By the action of this
party in sinnding to ifs legislation, and in
going into the ecourts and defending its
legi-lation, we have saved the State of
Queensland millions of pounds.  (Opposition
laughter.) Yes, and 1 will show yon. Take
the * FKagtern ™ case. £60,000 was the elaim
against the Government, and that was saved
to Queensland. Then toke the action of the
insurance eompanies in  conuection with
workers’  compensation. Imagine  the
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Supply. 25861

hundreds of thousands of pounds we have
saved the workers of Queensland by giving
them the benefits which they have reeceived,
and which they could not otherwise have
obtained. Then take the meat case or the
Mooraberrie case, or whatever you like ta
call it. Tt is estimated that had we lost that
cage the claims upon us would have amounted
to £3,000,000.

Mr.. ELpHINSTONE :
wrongdoing.

Hox, J. MULLAN: We were not doin
w'_mlng, because the courts of the land ugreeg
with us,

Mr. Macantsey: Is that a Queensland case?

Hox. J. MULLAN: They went into the
courts and fought the Government, and they
attocked us for having done what we did.
The Imperial Govertment stood behind us
in that matter,

My, Macartuey: You have never disclosed
the fecs in that case.

Hox. J. MULLAN : They will be disclosed
in due course. Then take the Brisbane Gas
Company. We had litigation with them in
defence of the country’s interests, and, as a
matter of fact, '“the fly in the wintment®
with the hon. member is that Mr. Ryan was
able to s0 successfully represent his party and
to sucersefully fight and defeat all opposition
in the eourt.

l’Mr. Breumstove: Why didn't you keep
i Y

Mr. Macanrsey: He filled his pockets well,
anyhow.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order !

Hox. J. MULLAN; Those are pelty obser-
vations coming from a member of the legal
profession. e might be honest enough to
recognise the merits of the late Attorney-
General as a barrister, more particularly as
he himself was goncerned in many of the
vases which Mr. Ryan won. Although Mr.
Ryun last year roceived £4.000 odd in fees,
the fees recavered in connection with the
cases which he conducted amounted to
8,500, or £1,500 more than he was paid.

Mr. Macartyey : That does not sound very
honest.

ITox. J. MULLAN: Of course, it is not
sitisfartory 1o the hon, member. The Covern-
ment has been quite justified in its polioy
of defending its administration and its legis-
lation; and in defending its administration
and legislation it had to bring to its aid
some of the best legal talent in the country,

Through your own

and now hou. members opposite take
exception to us doing that.
Mr, MaoaArTNEY: Not at all.

Hox. J. MULLAN : That iz their obvious
abjection, and 1 know of no other reason
for objecting to the fees paid to solicitors
and barristers.

Mr. Macintyev: We are objecting to you
making use of office to fill your poclkets.

Hox. J. MULLAN : The hon. member has
been ip thizs House for a long time, and he
must admit that he, while & member of a
very roputable Frm of soliciters in this
oiy—

Me, Macartvey: I am not.

Han. J. Bullan.]



Supply.

Hox, J. MULLAN: Yeou were until
recently. and during that period I never
licard, until recently, the hon. member dis-
sociate himself with the firm when he was
a member of this Parliament or a Minister
of the Crown, nor did he object to earn fees
as o soliciter and take his fees as a member
of Parliament.

Mr., MacamTSEY: As o member of Parlia-
ment, 1 have never drawn a shilling from
the Government.

Hox. J. MULLAN : The hon. member mis-
understands my point, The Government
may not have thought fit to engage him.

Mr. Mavarrsey: I did not, and would not.

Howx. J. MULLAN: The hon. member had
no objection to following his private practice
as u solivitor and raking in thousands a year
while he at the same time carried on the
business of the Government. Mr, Ryan, as
u barrister, charged for work performed in
his own profession, while at the same time
he led the Government.

Mr. Macartsey : He marked and paid his

own fees,

Hox. J. MULLAN: I am informed that
Mr. Ryan received no fees that were not
taxed, and the hon, member ought to know
that. All My, Ryan's fees have been taxed
by a reputable officer of the Crown, (Inter-
ruption,)

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I must ask
the hon, member for Toowong to cease
niaking disorderly interjections while the
Minister is speaking.

Mpr, Macarrsey: I ask the Hon. Minister
not to be personal,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order!

Hox. J. MULLAN: I have no desire to
be personal, but if the hon. member per-
sistently interjects, he must have answers to
his interjections,

The CHHAIRMAN: I ask the hon. gentle-
man to pav less atfention to interjeclions.

Hox. J. MULLAN: I think 1 have said
sufficient on that point to jusiify the polioy
of the Government in defending its adminis-
tration and legislation, even though it meant
the spending of thousands of pounds and
going into the courts if necessary.

Mr. Macarrsey: You did not tell us
whether that £1,530 was yet drawn.

How. J. MULLAN: For the information
of the hon. member, I think it has been
drawn. The hen. member for Aubigny, the
hon. member for Bulimba, the hon. member
for Pittsworth, and the hon. member for
Mutilla brought under my natice what they

deseribe #s the vicious practice of

[5 p.m.] ?ambling which they said had

been encouraged by this Govern-
ment. 1 do not thiok this Government has
gone out of its way to encourage gambling
any more than any other Government. T do
not know why these gentlemen get these
faddy ideas about objecting to art unions and
that sore of thing, They object to art unians,
drawings, and other gambling ventures, The
hon. member for Muvrilla is interested in
land. Why should selectors be permitted to
draw for selections by lot? The hon.
gentleman does not object to pgetting o
seleetion by lot. Not one hon. gentleman

(Hon. J. Mullan.
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ohjects to a bit of gambling such as 1= cou-
demned by the sanctimonious member for
Bulimba, the respectable gambling oo the
stock exehange which results, pevhaps, in the
ruining of homes.

Me, Krawan: They do worse than thar;
they gamble in peaple's food.

Hox, J. MULLAN: Yes, they gamble
in foodstuffs, Not one of them last year
vbjected to the Prime Minister offering to
adopt the valuntary ballot system for vecruits.
They went on the platforms and supported
it. [t comes with particularly bad grace
from hon.  gentlemen opposite—especially
from the hon. member for Bulimba—to object
to gambling by this Government, because
I have here nearly a dozen applications for
permission to gambla, such as the
*apinning jenny,” © Get Rich Wallingford,”
and all those forms. 1 find that the treasurer
of this body, whose name is inscribed on all
letters received, is the Hon. W, H. Barnes.

Hon. W. H. Bagxes: It had nothing what-
ever to do with me.

Hox. J. MULLAN: He may protest as
muech as he likes. As a matter of fact, ontil
the war started, a policy of simple forms of
gambling had been adopted by all parties
When the war broke out, the organisation of
which the hon, genileman was and is the
treasurer wrote te this Government again
and again, and asked for permission to run
special schemes such as “ Get Rich Walling-
ford,” * spinning jenny,” and other forms of
gambling. Not only did they do that, but
on one oeoasion they wrote asking that the
Government give them a monopoly of it
{Loud Government laughter.)

Hon, W. H. Barnes: Not me. I challenge
you to read a letter from me. ¥You have not
got one.

Hon. J. MULLAN : The hon. gentleman
knows I have here letters on which his name
is inscribed as the treasurer. Does the hon,
gentleman wish to disown the association
with which he is connected?

Hon. W. H. Barxes: You ecannol vead any
letter from me.

Hox, J, MULLAN: Did not the haon,
gentleman condone this wrong? Did the
hon, gentleman go into the association and
condemn this practice? Did he come here
and protest against the Government granting
his own organisation those permits?

Hon, W, H, Barwes: I voted against it
every time.

Hox. J. MULLAN: The fact remains that
1 have letter after letter from the various
patriotic branches, and from the head body
of which the hon. gentleman is the treasurer,
asking permission to gamble. Time after
time the Government, in a spirit of genero-
gity, 1in order to allow the hon, gentleman
(the treasurer) to rake in the shekels, gave
them this privilege. Then he comes into the
Houze and tries to stab the Government in
the back by condemning the actions which
he condoned. I have here o letter from the
Queensland Band Association applying for
permission to gamble, and 1 notice on it the
name of W, H. Macartney, M.L.A, Why
does he associate himself with this body and
condone their action in applying to this Go-
vernment for a permit, and then come slong
to this House and condemn the action of the
Government? That is hardly straightfor-
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ward. I could conuect nearly every member
on the opposite side with an application for
permission to gamble. In addition to the
dozen I have mentioned, I have another letter
from the hon. muember for Bulimba.

Hon, W. H. Basxegs: Not from me
that

How. J. MULLAN: The hon. gentlenian's
mame is on it as honorary treasurer,

Hon. W. 1. Baryes: Tell me who signed
it.

Hon, J, MULLAN: The hon. gentleman
allowed them to use his name, and now he
abuses the privilege by eoming in here and
attacking the Gavernment. Then we have
the hon. member for Oxley. This geutloman
on several cocasions hus loctured the Govern-
ment on the viclous practice of gambling, I
find the hon. gentleman asked for a permit
to run gambling devices on Franee's Day. [e
also sought permission for a returned soldier
for the DExhibition grounds. How can the
hon. gontleman blow hot and cold—come
along one day and ask permission from the
Government to run one of these gambling
machines, and then come along on the fallow-
ing day and attack the Government for
granting the permit? 1 find the hon. member
for Burnett asked for permission to run a
spinning jenny. Then we have the hon.
member for Murilla coming along and asking
for permission to gamble. (Government
laughter.)

Mr. Moreaw: Tell us when and where,

How. J. MULLAN : Here is a letter which
our department sent to the hou. gentleman.

My, Moreayn: Read the application. It 1s
absolutely unfair to mention my name if you
do not.

At ten minutes past & o'clock p.m.,

Mr. Kirwax, one of the panel of Tem-

poravy Chairmen, velieved the Chairman in
the chair.

How. J. MULLAN: The hon. gentleman
need not think he can sneal out of his
responsibilities by going in the back door
of the Justice Department and asking for a
permit, not having the courage to put his
name to it

Mr. Mogreaw: Read it out.
ashemed of anything I do.

Hox. J. MULLAN : This letter is addressed
to " Godirey Morgan, EKsq, M.L.A.” and
says—

“With reference to your call at this
office on the 13th instant relative to an
wpplication made by the Dawson Jockey
Club, Taroom, for permission to conduct
raffles and side-shows on 12th and 13th
September next, I desire to inform you
that a list of side-shows has now been
submitted by the secretary of the
Dawson Jockey Club.

1 enclose herewith copy of the Under
Secretary's letter forwarded to Mr.
Gatehouse to-day."

Mr. MoRrgaw: Is a side-show a gambling
device ¢

Hox. J, MULLAN: The hon. gentleman
asked for raffles, ton, There is no good his
trying to back out of it. Let him stand up
to it.

Mr. Moreaw: There is no backing out.

How. J, MULLAN : It is no good the hon.
gentlemun  coming into this House and

I deny

I am mnot
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attacking the Government for something he
has asked the Government to do. That is
not honest or honourable

CovernyENT Mesmpers: Hear, hear!

Mr, Morcax: That raffie was in aid of
the hospital. (Covernment laughter,)

Hox. J. MULLAN : Now the hon. gentle
man climbs down and says it was for a
landable purpose. We have been most
generous to the Oppoesition in having granted
all their reasonable requests in thig regard.
We have nof discriminated between Opposi-
tion members and Government members, but
have treated them all alike when they have
come along with a reasonable proposition.
Then we have the member for Nundah com-
ing along and asking the Government to
give permission to run a guessing competi-
tion as to the weight of o fat pig. (Govern-
ment laughter.)

Mr. Morgax: Is that gambling?

Hon, J. MULLAN: Of course, it is
ambling, The hon, gentleman must have
thought it was gambling. Had he not

thought so, he would not have asked the
Justice Department for a permit,

Mr. Morean: We have to get a permit,
unfortunately,

Hown. J. MULLAN : Now, I am reluctantly
compelled to refer to one or two more appli-
oations coming from a pgentleman who, for
the last two or three months, has been
incessantly nagging at the Government and
nsking gquestion after guestion in relation to
%mn'bling. That dis the hon. member for

ast Tooweomba,

JOVERNMENT MeEmBeERs : Oh!

Hox. J. MULLAN: I regret to have to
vefer to the matter, but the hon, gentleman
has forced it upon me by his incessant
attacks upon the Government. I find that
the hon., member for REast Toowoomba
applied te this Government for permission
to dispose, by gambling, of a house and land
—one of the most vicious forms. In fact,
that is one of the forms we could not, and
did not, permit,

Mr. Cartir: A secandalous thing.

How. J, MULLAN : Then I find the hon.
gentlemsan asking for permission to hold a
raffle for a pug dog in connection with a
school.  The tickets were sold to little
kiddies, This is the haon. gentleman who
eondemned the Labour Eart} for allowing
kiddies te go down to the Liberty Fair—a
thing they never did. I think T have said
sufficient on g-umbliu% to show the down-
right hypoerisy of the hon. members opposite
making such a ecry—a political ory—about
it. It 15 no use hon. gentlemen attacking
the Government for gambling one day and
next day asking for permits for gambling.
They should stand on their grounds, and say,
“ We condemn gambling, and we will ask
for no more permits,’” I eclaim that this
CGovernment has never exceeded in any way
what it regards as the proper limits.

Hon, W. I, Barnes interjected.

How, J. MULLAN: The hon. gentleman,
us o matter of fact, is not opposed o
gambling. It is the Liberty Fair he is
opposed to, because it is run %y the Labour
parcty., 1f it were run by some of those

cople with whom he is assoeiated, we would
Eenr nothing nbout it. But they can go to
the corporations and other big vested inter-
ests anil get their money for political work,

Hon, J, Mullan.]
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while they objeci to the Labour party gei-
ting a few pence by this mothod, which is
perfectly honest and open; and f the people
don't want it, they don't gamble, I cannot
understand a man who o ﬁ?cts to a person
taking a shilling in a raffle, at the same
time going down and gambling or investing
£1,000 on the stock exchange, which is a
worse form of Enmb!ing. I hope, therefore,
that we will hear very little more from
gentlemen on the other side about gambling,

There nre a fow other matters I would like
to refer to. The hon, member for Toowong
referred to the fact that an increase of £160
was being paid to the Under Seevetary for
Justioe. ﬁ would remind him that the respon-
sibilitiezs of this office have enormously
ineressed—in fuet, doubled—during the last
fow yours, This has been cansed by the
establishmont  of the Carator's Office, the
Advertising  Branch,  State  Government
Tnsurance utility, and the bringing under
onr administration of the Eloctoral Depart-
ment. Thege have nmply justified the action
of the Government in inereasing that gentle-
man's  sularcy,  The hon,  gontloman  also
objocted o an incveose of £100 to the Crown
Solivitor, As n matter of fact, the Crown
Solieitor s being paid nothing  like the
salary that is paid for the same office in the
other Stotes,

The Secrerany ror AcRicULTURE: Ile is the
Towest-paid Crown Solicitor in the Common-
wealth,

Hox. J. MULTLAN: As my hos, friend
interjects, he is the lowest-paid Crown Saoli-
eitar in the Commonwenlth, and we consider
he rpickly enrnod the ineresse which we gave
himm. The Crown Selieitor in Vieloria
recoives £1,600 a year.

Mr. Monaax : There is six times the popula-
tion thore.

Hox. J. MULLAN: That would not alter
the importance of un opinion which be had
to give. The decision given by the Crown
Solieitor in Victorin may invelve no more
thun the decision of the Crown Bolicitor here.
So there is nothing in that argument. In
nearly every other State the salary of the
Crown Solicitor is £300, £400, and £500
more than the salary we are paying to our
Crown SBolicitor.

The hon., member for Bulimba asked o
question with regard to certain officers of

our departiment  going  South.  Whatever
officers  of our department  went  South
recontly, went on duomsland Covernment

business und were paid by the Queensland
Government for their worl,

Me, Gexv: You will all be going South
next election,

Hox, J. MULLAN ¢ 1 hope the hon, gentle-
mun govs North,  With regurd to the com-
pluint made by the member for Normanby,
and which was ulso veferred to by the member
for Toowong, regurding delays in the Titles
Office, all T have to say is that, so far, T
huve bad no complaints brought under my
notiee, But if there is one thing more than
another which I desire to see in all depart-
ments, it 15 that the work shall be done most
expeditiously and efficiently, and if the hon.

entloman—or any other hon, member—will
Ering under my notice any ecase of delay in
any subdepartment, 1 will have it immediately
inquired into, This particular case will have
my imniediate atiention.

1 think T have replied to everyihing hon.
members have referved to. I there is any-

EH on. J. Mullan.
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thing which I have inadvertently overlooked
I shall be glad to answer it at a lator stuge.

Mr. MORGAN. Before thi= vote goes
through I would like to reply to the remarks
muade by the Minister in rn:g:aect. to gambling.
I wish to state that regarding the ordinary
side-show: which the Minister puts upon the
same par as gambling—

Hon. J. Mrieas: You asked for a permit
for raffies.

My. MORGAN: T want the Minister to
go further and ask the officer in charge whomn
I interviewed with a view to getting per-
mission to run the sideshows and a rafle,
which I did in response to a letter, if T did
not distinetly tell him that, if it was against
the Inw in any shape or form, I did not want
him to issue the permits on my recommenda-
tion. The Minister simply and purely made
use of the lettor sent to me by the officials of
the department.

Tlon, J. MULLAN:
cilled at the office.

Mr. MORGAN: Tf the Minister consults
fhe offcer of the department, if he is ’truth-
ful he must bear out the fact that T did nat
desive that the law should be broken in any
shape or form.

Tlon. J. MuLrax @ None of the other gentle-
men did either.

Mr. MORGAN: But what do we find?
At the last Turoom show there were two or
three great big healthy men, who were known
to be connected with gumbling devices ﬁe_rm-
rally, eondueting the different gambling
devices which are prohibited according to
law. There were five or six other men
generally  known es  spiclers—who travel
round with spinning jeanics, " under anc
over 7,”" and numerous other gambling devices
—wham the police went along to and stopped
from gambling. One of the men produced a
permit signed by the Commissioner of Police

_Hon, J. Mruax: Are you sure it was
signed by the Commissioney !

Mr. MORGAN: The sergeant at Taroom
will bear me out. I asked him specially to
look at that permit, and it was signe bﬁ
the Commissioner. I acked him to go buc
and make sure because I did not think the
Commissioner would issue a permit of that
deseription.  He went back and asked the
men to produce the pevmit again, which the
did, und the sergeant said, Yea, it s
signed by the Commissioner of Police,”

oo, J. Muoeay: What game was being
plared?

Mr. MORGAN: The game known as
“Yankee Swent was being played.

The Home Seeserary: Tho Commissioner
had ne authority to issue that permit,

Mr. MORGAN: I did not think he had,
and I want the matter gone forther intu.
Not only did they play on the racecourse und

layground, but they slso played at night in
ront of the hotel in the mmuo stroet. This
happened lust Muy. The rest of the spielers
who were deharred from playing went to the
policeman and asked why was this man
allowed to play not only on the showground
but in the main streets, and the police wore
powerless hecause the man had o permit.

The Houe Secmerarv: T will have thav
matter looked into. Why didn’t you mention
it on the Police Estimates?

The hon, gentleman
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Mr. MORGAN : This permit was inspected
iwo or three times.

The Home SseCRETARY:
game?

Mr, MORGAN - It was that game where
they have a wheel in a number of colours.
You throw the dart, and if it goos on to the
aolours— -

Hon, J. Muwiax: Is it a stationary wheel ?

Mr, MORGAN": The whool would be mov-
ing. There are a number of nolours, and you

ut the money on the colour you are backmg.

he same thing applies with regard to num-
bers fram onpe to six. You put your money
on a number. That game was in progress
in Taroom, and the police tried to prevent it,
but were debarred from deing so,

Mr. Ruoroas : Who debarred them?

Mr. MORGAN: The permit which this
individual had debarred them. Sergeant
Cameron saw the permit, which was signed
by the Commissioner of Police.

Mr, Rioroay: Why didn't Sergeunt
Cumeron, if he knew his duty, test that?
It is an illegal game, and Sergeant Cameron
deserves sacking.

Mr. MORGAN: 1 want tho Minister to go
into it. You talk about an illegal gume——

Mr. Riorpax: It is au illegal game and
you know it, snd 50 does Sergeant Cameron.

My, MORGAN : Can my hon, {riends tell
me if * under and over seven” is an illegal
game?

. Mr. Rioroan: It all depends who is play-
ing it.

. A Goveaxmext Mexser. It is illegal if he
18 not given a pornib,

Mr, MORGAN : This game vas illogal in
Taroom, but if the men were given o permit
the police could not interfere, * Undor and
aver seven” and numerons other games have
beon  played in Albert Square and  the
Domain in Brisbane—all these games which
are illegal according to the Act—and the
very moment the Home Secretury issues o
permit they become legal.

Mr. Riorpay: Why do you object when
these thiqrgs have been taking place for many
years? Your Government never stopped it.

Mr. MORGAN: It is no use talking about
our Government. Qur Government issued pey-
mits for raffles or art unions in aid of charit-
able institutions, but never allowed gambling
to be played in the streets in the presonce
of women and children. In Toowoomha.
and evcl'f' other place where the Liberty
Fair has heen conducted, you see a big table
or platform and a woman with o baby in one
arm putting a shilling on one of the numbers
from one to six. You see people in many
cases putting as much as £1 on these sames.
I have scen as much as £5 staked by one
man in Market Square. But it is not the
amount that matters. One shilling is just
as great an offence from that point of view
as £5 would be. The games were illegal.
Because T asked for a permit for a side show
or a horse to be raffied in aid of a hospital
or some other charitahle institution, the
Minister tvisd to point ount that that was
gambling. With regard to guessing the
weight of a beast, everybody knows that that
iz nbsolutely a game of skill, T would take
the hon. member and let him guess the
weight of a fat bullock, and I venture to say
he would not come within 2 ewr,

Govervaent MEMBERS : Nonsense | A child
might guess the correct weight.

1920—8 ~
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Mr. CanteR: I have known goed cattle men
to guess the weight of a beast and & noviee
to win.

Mr., MORGAN: That was owing to tho
fact that he used the brains of a good judge.

Mr. Riorpay: He did not use apy brains
at all.

Mr. MORGAN: Still, it is a recognised
fuct that a guessing compotition is a gamoe
of skill and not chunce, and 1 doubt whether
it would be necessary to get a4 permit for
that,

My, Weir: If it is not illegal, why did you
get o permit?

Mr. MORGAN: Because the persons who
wanted to conduct the rafle wanted to be
on the right side. They did not want toe be
prosecuted. In respect to these matters the
Minister introduced a lot of trivial stuff,

When it came to real gambling,
[8.30 p.m.] you could not get in any gamb-
ing  den  in Australia  more
gambhling devicos than those played by the
difforent poople who sare running Liberty
Fair, It is almest imporsible in” many of
these gambling deviees for a mau to win.
a1 not saring it is impossible for an
individual to win, but it is an impossiblity
for the runuer of the game to lose. The
man who is running the game always wins.
It is no use the Minister trying to hide the
fact by reading a [ew lettors, or havin
interviews with moembers in connection wi:ﬁ
the different departments, It will do him
no good as far as I am concerned. If 1 o
fo the Justice Department again I will
alwavs have everything in black and white,
tt T defy the official in connection with the
matter that 1 wos connected with, to state
that I np{alied for a permit for something
that was illegal.

Hox. W. II. BARNES: The Ministor,
when speaking thia afternoon, made refer-
enee to my associntion with the Queensland
Patriotic Fund, and whilst he was on his
feot I challenged him, and I challenge him
naw, to pmdfwe any letter signed hy me
asking to be allowed te run anything econ-
trary to the law for gambling. 1 again
challenge the hon. member, and I say dis-
tinctly that he cannot produce any document
with my name on it making a request for
anvy gambling function.

Hon. J. Moutan; I have your name here,

Hox. W. H. BARNES: When I was
Troasurer of this State, a patriotie fund was
started ; and Siv Robert Philp asked me
if T would act as treasurer of the fund. 1
agrond to do so, but 1 have never at any
time been a party to moking an application
personally for any gambling in econnection
with that fund. When an applieation for
gambling was suggesied at any meeting my
vote was always against it, aod I challenge
the Hon. the Minister to s=ay differontly.
The Mimister cannot, at any parficular time,
point to my cover having asked for any
permission to gamble in connection with the
Queenslind Patriotic Fund, and yet he comes
liere in his sneaking way and tries to assoni-
ate mv name with gambling, when he knows
it 15 absolntely false,

Han. J. MULLAN:
use your name?

How. W. H. BARNES: If the Minister
will only cast his eye down that paper he
will see the pames of several men thers,
hesides my own, and I think the Minister
has deseonded to what would be called the

Hon. W. H. Bornes.|

Why do these people
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lowest. backdoor, gutter business that any
mun oould deseend to.

Hon, J. Mritas: The lion, member is
gerting angry, now,
[Ton, W. H. BARNES: No, I am rnot

getting angey, but T will say again that I
challenge the Mimstor to say that T was
cver conneeted with any permit for gambling
in eanncotion with the Queenslund Patriotic
Fund while I «as treasurer.

Govenyyent MeMERRS interjected.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
Ovder! T ask hon. members to stop these
disorderly interjections, The hon. member
has only five mimuotoes,

[Mox. W. II. BARNES: T challenge the
Minister to produce any document bewring
my name i conneetion with gambling of the
Queensland Patriotic Tund.

My, RI0RDAN : Your name appears on every
application that has been veeecived, You
vondoned the offence.

How. W. H. BARNES, Why does not
the Minister produce the written application ?

Hon, J. Murcax: Will the hon, member
deny that he was treasurer of that fund?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: 1 want to szay
over and over and over arain that 1 was
treasnrer of that patriotic fund——

GoverxmeNT MEMBERS interjected.

The TEMPORARY CHATRMAN: Order !
I have already asked hon. members to desist
from making these repeated interjections.
and T hope they will obey my call

Hox. W, II. BARNES: I can only say
again that the Minister, for political pur-
poses, has laid charges against me which he
knows are untrue, and vet he continues
them, which is just in keeping with his usual
tuchics,

Mr. WEIR (Maryhorough); The Chairman
told the ITouse that the hon. member for
Bulimba had only five minutes to debate. I
would also like to have five minutes on this
matter, The name of the hon, member for
Bulimaba appears on the application far
gombling permits, but he puts me in mind
of two men who were garrotting & man, one
of whom had knecked hizs man down and
wag going through his pockets, while the
other one was holding his l[cgs. A policeman
arrived on the scene, and was about to arrest
the two men, when the man, holding the
legs said, “ Don’t arrest me, I am only
holding his legs. 1 am not stealing from
him.”  The hon, member is in the same posi-
tion. If his conscience is as clear azs he
would lead this IHouse to believe, he would
dissociate himself with anything of that
kind altogether. The hon. member gambles
in the foodstuffs for children, and 1 was
going to say that he gambled in cement, but
it 18 the hon. member for Oxley who is &
giant gambler in that respect. The hon.
member for Carnervon is also a ginnt
gambler, and it is gamblers like him who
mitke it necessery for workers to par big
prices for their food,

Hon, W, H. Banyes: You gamble in mis
leading the workers,

Mr. WEIR: T say thak the hon, members
would gemble in the hides of the voungsters
if they could, T say it is absurd, T they
had any shame in them they would not
talkk or complain abont the police issuing
permits. I am hoping to see the day when
the police, as the puawrdians of the interests
of the people, will deal stringently with all

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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forms of gambling, particularly food gam-
bling, which iz the canse of our present
society,

Ned Kelly was u far more honourahle
man than the exizsting food gamblers, as he
whz “eport '’ enough to visk clashing with
the police, whercas the prosent-day  food
gamblers have seen to it that the paolice
protect  their interests and assist in the
process of extorting blood money from the
workers of to-day through tha Petty Debts
Courts.

Mr. ROBERTS (Kast Toowoomba): 1
would like to ask the Minister if, prior
to his wceoptance of office, his department
issned an Order in Council stating that the
Covernment had decided that in future none
of these permits were to be issued, alleging
az a reaspn that now the war is ever we
should get down ta the ordinary routine of
business, and no applications for gambling
should be granted,  Ile would like fo relate
an incident that happened in his own
electorate,

At forty minutes past 5 o'clock p.m.,

The CHARMAN resumed the chair,

Mr, ROBERTS: I inquired as to an
applicatian for o permit for a game of
hoop-la to be played at a funetion in aid
of the Brodribhb IHome, in Toowoomba,
and T got a reply from the department
refusing  the application on  the grounds

that it was s game of ohance. Ts there
any honesty in the Minister {his after-
noon?  What haz changed him since the

election, as T notiee that he 1= now issuing
permits broadeast. 'Will he deny that within
the last few months four men were granted
permits to run hoop-las and spinning wheels
m Queensland ¥ Will he also deny that these
games were played under the eres of the
palice at Stanthorpe? Will he also deny
that 1these games were played ar Crov's Nest
lnst Monday week? What is the Minister
doing? What is the Home Secretary doing
when these things are going on right in
front of the police? In the face of these
things. T want to know if there is any honesty
in the man who =its as Minister for
Justice in the excuses that he has hurled
across the House this afternoon? It stands
to the diseredit of an hon. Minister of the
Crown that these things are going on every
day of the weak, With regard to the matter
of the little pug dog that was mentioned,
I am not sshamed of having passed thas
application to the Minister for the tima
being. I remember the conversation I had
with the Hon, T. Ryuan respocting the
permit for the art union for the house and
land, and T am not ashamed of it, and [ do
niot wish to dissociate mysell from it

Hon., J. MutiAvy: Why do you condemn
me?

Mr, ROBERTS: T do not comdemn you.
I eondenn the method in which you allow
permita, It hag been laid down ns & policy,
not only by this Government, but by previous
Governments, that rno lottery should be
allowed, and the reason can be guite under-
stoad, I did not want the hon. member,
or the late Attorney-General, Mr, Ryan, te
explain the reason to me, beeause I under-
stood it In reference to the permit for an
art union of a house and land, [ may explain
that a certain number of working men in
Toowoomba were prepared fo stand by an
unfortunate man who had been ill for twe
vears, and had got into fnancial difficulty in
connection with his house, which he was
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buying on the torm system. These men had
financed him for some months, and 1t
ocourved to them that if they got permis-
sion to run this art upion toey would be
able ta wive their friend his home free.
They undertook to supervise the art union,
ond to guarantee the sule of so many tickets,
and no more.

The SecreTAry ¥oR Acmriourrvne: You
should have known that that was sgainst
the law.

Mr. ROBERTS : We knew it was against
the law.

The SecreTARY pOR AGRICULTURE: Still you
asked for a permit?

Mr. ROBERTS: 1 am only stating the
object of the art union. Can sou compare
an art union of that kind with what we saw
a few weecks ngo down in the Domain? L
challenge the Minister to deny that these
permits have been issued within the last
three or fonr woeeks for these men to go
through Queenzland robbing the unwary and
the unthinking, sud for ne ultimate gain,
only politieal, It is @ seandul to see the
atnes that are being H!n ed, and to see
ww  men are being vifled of their hard-
virned wages,

Mr. RIORDAN (Bwurle): The hon. mem-
bor who has just resumed Lis seat would
make any hon, member smile when he
speaks of gambling. In 1907 the han, mem-
ber went to Rockhampton and gambled at
the convention there with the Labour party’s
latform. He said any member who went
Em:k on the platform drawn up by that con-
vention would 4 rut, and the first man
who ratted on the platform was the hon.
member for East Toowoomba. That i
gambling in one of its most vyile forms—
wmbling against the people of Sumna]am].

he hon, member got up and made a tirade
agninst this Government, but the Minister
clearly showed that the hon. member for
East Toowoomba made spplication for a
permit for gnmblinf. He may call it side
shows, he may cull it “under and over
seven,” or he may call it ** over and above
seven ' ; if that is not gambling in the
estimation of the hon. member, why was ib
necessary for him to make application to
the Department of Justice for permission
to econduct a sweep? The hon. member for
Murilla said the Commissioner of Police
had granted Eermits for gambling. 1 do
not think the Commissioner of Police is that
much of a fool as to go outzide the Depart-
ment of Justice and give gn.mhlmﬁ' Fermlt.s
to any individual. I do not think for one
moment. that the present Commissioner of
Toliee  hus  any inelination  towards the
gnmbling scetion  of the community, any
more than [ have, 1 do not stand for street
gambling, but gambling has been going on
s0 long as 1 esn remember, Prior to 1915,
the Lubour party was not in power, and at
that time poker machines were in vogue in
lolly shops and in booze shops or hotels,
which hon. members opposite are always
erying out should be closed at 6 o'clock,
Hon. members opposite never did anythiog
to sappress the gambling devices that were
in vogue during their term of office, and
et they come along to-day and accuse this
rovernment of granting permits to gamble.
It is a good thing that the Governmuent has
taken some control in this matter, because at
one time it was nob necessary to get a
ermit. In the far Northern paris of

ueensland games of chance were played
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which are net played to-day. 1 remember
having to get out early in lifo to sarn a
crust, and in those little places in the North
1 have scen gambling earried on in its vilest
form, and in front of children on their wa
home from school. I have seen o dice stue
up and boys shoeoting at it, to sec the
iggest number they vould hiy up. That is
not permitted to-day, aod whon hon. mem-
bers opposite come hore and condemn gamb-
ing, it is onlr drivel on their part. hen
the hon. member for Bast Toowoomba makes
application for a permit for gambling, which
he knows is absolutely against the law, and
then comes here und blames an official, 1
am of the opinion that that hon. member is
prepaved to prostitute his conscience. The
hon. member spoke about  the Minister
adopting a« back door method, but 1 do not
think it pessible to et lower than the
method adoepted by the hon. member for
East Toowoomba,

Mr. GUNN: 1 do not pretend to know
much about bling, but il gambling is
against the iaw it shauld be  prohibited.
It seems to me that some people cun gamble
thrangh Liberty Foir or some other insti-
tution while other people are not allowed
to do so.

Mr. HamTrey: You want to shut up the
Roma Street Markoets.

Mr GUNN: Life is a gamble from
beginning to end, but when the dice is
loaded, as it were, it is a hurtful under-
taking, It is a wvice, because you do not
get a fair deal when you go in for “ under
and over seven” or * Yankeo sweat,”" or
any of the other devices carried on at Liberty
Fairs. 1If they were fair, and you got good
value for your money, 1 would not say any-
thing. Suppose, for the sake of argument,
that the present Opposition applied for a
permit to run a Liberty Fair, do you think
they would get it? No fear. But the other
side can run Liberty Fairs whonever they
like. There are ?I]enty of poor returned
soldiers, and if they were to commenece
playing " under and over seven" in the
strevts they would be immediately put in
guol, but if you go across the street you
can see the same game being played under a
permit. I do not think that is right.

Mr. Hamreey. You can go to the Queens-
land Clab and play poker whenever you like.

Mr. GUNN: [ suppose 5”“ go somewheore

1 v o not believe in
gambling, whether it is connected with fhe
church, charitable institutions, or anything
else. Tt is either.right or wrong. It onnnot
be right for a charitable institution and
wrong for somebody else, and I think the
Government would be well advised if they
put the whole system down altogether. They
are not getting any kudos for sanctioning
the runming of Liberty Fuirs as they nare
doing.  HEverybody knows that the profits
from these Liberty Fairs are used to keep the
Tunds of the Labour party up to what they
require.  Suppose the other side were to run
Liberty Fairs to keep their funds replen-
ished, what an outery there would be from
the Labour party. There would be u howl
from oue end of Queensland to the other.
When I was a youngster, if & man wanted
to dispose of a saddle, he used to have a
rafle, and I do not know that it did a
great dea]l of harm, but at the present time

a rafle is illegal. A rafle was far less
hortful than playing * under and aver
seven” or “Yankee sweat!' The hon.

Mr. Gunn.l
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member fpr Burke referred to the hon.
membar for East Toowoomba, and said that
hon. member gambled when he left the
Labour party, but T have yet to learn that

you huve to get a permit to leave the Labour
party. We have had the example lately of
one hon. member at any rate whe was able

to leave the Labour party without a permit.
The bell indicated that the hon. member's
time had expived.
Question put and passed.

ADYERTISING OFFICE.

Hon. J. MULLAN: T be

*“ That £5633 be grante
tising Office.” '

This represents an increase of £398. The
sularies show & decrense of £2, a clerk ab
£150 being transferved and a new dlerk
appointed at a Jower salary. Opportunity
has boon taken to inercase the salurics of
the manager and other officers, The vote
for contingencies has also been inereased
by £400, This vote represents the adver-
tising services for all departnents of the
public gerviee, including raillways.

(Sitting auspendod fram & pon, to T pon,)

Mr. FRY: [ notice that the manager has
an increase of £50. [las any saving been
made in this office sinee the appointinent of
the new manuger? There are severul kinds
of advertising, and the ¢lass adopted depends
to & grost extent upon the man who controls
the office. There may be advertising of an
indifferent nature which, il indulged in, will
not produce the results which good advertis-
ing produces. I consider that a good

vertising man is one vwho, by telling the
truth about the State, can atiract desirable
persons from other parts of the world to
settle in our country, and ta develop it. Wa
can get any nomber of immigrants from
various parts of the world, but as long as
they settle in cities to compete against the
already great number of unemployed, there
is going to be trouble. With the opportuni-
tiee we huve, advertising should be directed
towards the settlement and development of
our primary and secondary industries, If we
get men who are well skilled, we are going
to develop the State in the right direction,
If that is the vesult of the mon_c{ which has
been spent in advertising, it will have been
wall spent.

Mr. GUNN: The advertising, 1 know,
has been brought under a manager; and I
dare say he is corrying out his duties to the
best of his ability. But I think he must get
instructions as to his advortising.  There is
the Tourist Bureau, for instance, which rssues
very exoellent pamphlets,  Bu do not
think it is nuc‘.qmn.rlv ta advertise in the local
papers.  IF it ig, all the parnrs ought to get
the advertisements, [ called for a return
some time ago, und this was one of the
advertisements—

“ Queensland  wants millions of uew
settlers  to  develop  her magnifieant
resources,’

Hon, J. Muvrirax: That is under another
vote altogether.

Mr. GUNN: It is the advertising vote wa
are on, and this is an advertissment which
was ineerted. It must have bean sanciioned
by the advertizing department. It goes on to
say—

" Millions of acres of fertile [and avail-
able for selection. Most liberal lund laws
in the Commonwealth, The wonderland
of the southern hemisphers.”

[Mr. Cunn.

to move—
for * Adver-
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Mr. Kirwax: Hear, hear! So it 15

Mr. GUNN: That is not the heading the
Intelligence and Tourist Burcau put on it
That was put on by whoever inserted the
advertisement. [ do not mind tne ‘* Stan-
dard ' haying a fair share of advertising, bat
it gets S600 for inserting that advertiscinent
or a similar one every other week. ‘The
Y Courier,” the * Mail,” and the * Tele-
graph" do not get any. But the * Wood-
cutter "—whatever that is—gels some, and
soma other twopenny hallpenny papers
whose names I cannot remember nlso ges
a bit. If it is for the sake of advertising
the Tourist Bureau, surely it ought two be
advertised as nuch in the “ Courter™ es in
the “ Woodecutter " or some other periodical,

Hox. J, MULLAN: The advertisements
to which the hon. gentleman refors do not
come under this department at all. This
department has been organised to advertise
the Government departments, aod deal witl
Government  advertisements. Tt ulso,  of
course, inoludes the advertising of the State
Insurance Oflice, Savings Bank, State enter-
prises, ete.; buf it does not deal, so far, in
advertising of the nature moentioned by the
hon. gentleman.  The member for Kaorilpa
wanted to know in what way this departmoeat
had been an nd\ramn.%a to the State, op, in
other words, if it could be shown that we had
saved money, Taking the three years prior to
the e-tsbiisimcrm of the Advertising Depart-
ment, and romparing them with the three
years gince its establishment, we find the ney
saving has been £16,000. That is to say,
aver £5,000 odd per annum has hoen mvad_bg
the ereation of this new department whic
does all the Government advertising,

Mr. Fgy: You are getting a cheap man
at the price, at that rate.

Mr. MACARTNEY: That is rather a

. tall statement for the Minister to make with-

ouf giving the Committes something of the
history of the advertising of the State. lHe
tells ns now that there are two Government
advertising departments, asnd that this
department saved £16,000, Unless we know
what both departments have done, we ciannot
say whether there has been any eaving at
all. Apparently some functions are trans-
ferred to a special department which is not
in the hon. gentleman's depsrtment. I do
not know whether electoral registration comes
under the hon. gentleman or not.

Hon. J. Muueax: Yes, it does.

Mr. MACARTNEY : 1 think it is time we
knew what advertising wus meant for. TIs
it meant to subsidise newspapers, or to be
rveally of advantage to thy State in bringing
under the notice of the public the possibilities
of the State!?

Hen. J. Muvrwaw: Those fgures show a
suving of money on the methods we have
adapted.

Mr. MACARTNEY : The hon. gentleman
makes a glib statement about a saving of
money. We have to take the whole of the
advertising before we can get at the net
result. It is no use the hon. gentleman
making o statement of that sort, because
anybody who knows what has been going on
in Queensland for the last three or four
yeéars, and has been watching the advertise-
ments appearing in coertain papers from day
to day, must come to the conclusion that a
gresk .dpal more money is being spent in
ﬁdmmsm‘g now than was apent in days gone
Y.
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Hon. J. Muitax: Those figures prove
otherwise,

Mr. MACARTNEY: I am sorry to say
that we have to come to the conclusion that
not only iz it advertising in the nature of
(mliticai propaganda but in the nature of
u subsidy ta newspapers. The other e\:unmﬁ
1 asked the hon. gentleman a question—an
he did not respond—as to what 18 the justifi-
cation for what we understood to be an
advertisement which appeaved in the ' Stan-
dard,” running into two columns. e dis-
claimed any knowledge of it, He said he
would have inquiric: made, but he has not
answered the question yet,

Hon. J. Mroreax : That kind of advertising
daes not concern this department.

Mr, MACARTNEY: It is just like the
motor-rars. When asked about the motor-
cars the Minmisters said, *“0Oh, we have
nothing to do with the motorcars.” Wae
are forced to ask each Minister for the infor-
mation which we should be able to get from
one department. Anybody would 1magine
that all the advertising of the Covernment
came nnder this vole

Mr, Kimwax: Didn't you see the vote for
the Chief Secretary’s Office, nnd discuss it
the other night? I am only correcting you,
and you should not need correcting. You
are old enough now to know the vote under
the Cnief Secretary's Department.

Mr. MACARTNEY : The position 1 take
up is, why the need for hiding expenditure?
Under what various votes i$ inoney in con-
nection with advertising going to be found?
1s it hidden up in “incidentals " and ** con-
tingencies ' ? The way this Governmeut have
of dipping their hands into the public
Treasury for the purposes of propaganda, and
expenses in connection with propaganda and
in connection with mator-cars, and hiding
it under different votes, is not a system to
be encouraged. :

Mr, CORBER (Purnett): We were told,
when this  Advertising  Department  was
established, that it was going to undertake
the duties and responsibilities of the whole
advertising of the State. Since then, from
yoar to yoar, we find that the Chief Secre-
tary’s determination to hold some power in
that direction has been retained. We find
that he has been determined, in the interest
of party propaganda, to hold a power that
it not his due since the establishment of this
office, I understand, also, that in some par-
ticulars the Railway Department are loth to
give over the whole power of adyertising
and create a monopoly in this divection, and,
like the Chief Seeretury's Office, are detor-
mined to do some in their own interests.
We notice, also, that during the election
campaign thiz office was used in a way
which, instead of being in its interest, was
to its detriment, and it assisted in the propa-
%andu in connection with the Labour party.

do not think any Advertising Department
was ever meant for party politios, and when
we supporé the creation snd carrying on of
a branch department like the State adver-
tising, we certainly do not want it to be
responsible for the setting out of the whole
advertising of the Labour party during s
State eleetion. I think members must admit
that if we were to do such a thing there
would be an outery from one end of the
vear to the other, and this vote would never
go through.

Mr. Corrins: You made a statement; naw
prove it,
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Mr. CORBER: It is for the Minister to
disprove it. Hon. members know perfectly
well that it was availed of during election
timie,

Myr. Kimmwan: Absolutely untrue.
Mr. Riorpan: You show us where,

Mr. CORSER: Tt is for the Minister to
disprove 1t, and it is not correct to use a
department 1o that divection, We were told
that the bullk of the wdvertising was to come
under this heading, and from year to year
we wore covournged in our belief that this
“bns wf come about, 1t sei;jms cxtranrdinaiy
that for party propaganda purposes the
Chief Secretary s}guhl Eu allowed to conirol
certain funds. 1 say it is wrong, and if you
Cannot trust your owhl manager of this
department with regard to some of the adver-
tising that goes, through the Chief Secre-
tary’s Department, it shows that some
political work is going on, which does not
look too good,

Mer. CorLing: Low ideas can only emanate
from low minds.

Myr. CORSER: We are here to say what
we think, aud if that * Sranderd 7 adver-
tisement is not politically worked, I say I
do not know what term if comes ander
You have a manager of this branch, and if
there are certain works the Chief Secretary
has to do thut you cannot trust him yith,
it does mot look too guod. You have secre-
taries and a staff there cupable of carrying
out all the dutics and, ss the Minister claims,
saving us many thousands of pounds in a
year. 1 cannot see why the work of adver-
tising for the whole State could not be
strmightforward enough for this gentleman
to see and know what is going on, From
time to time we find it very hard to gather
cortain information with rvegard to advertis-
ing. It is elaimed to be advertising, whercas
it is Pa.rty propuganda, Who compiles cer-
tain little pamphlets, and who edits them?
We have great difficulty in g{ming this infor-
mation, and it secins to be withheld, not
only from us, but also from this Advertising
Branch, [ would like to see the whole thing
under one heading. Give the Advertising
Department its due and the control of the
whole of the funds expended, and give to
the siaff the credit of its sdministrawon. I
hope the Government will wipe out this
Tourists' Bureau as o separate branch and
amalgamate the whole thing in one. There
may be some reason, but lﬂdo not see any
good reason why thal canvot come about.
It has been an improvemunt as far as rail-
way advertising goes, and 1 think it would
be & good thing for the Btate if we had
some responsihle hend, We would then know
w at is being <done. At present, we do not
kuow what i being done by the Chief
Secretary’s Department.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : In connection with
this particular vote, these words are used:
* Advertizing generally for all departments
in the public service.”” The natural inference
one would draw from these words is that the
whole of the advertising which is done by
the Government comes undey this particulac
department. But we now discover that there
is included in the Chief Secretary's vote,
under the heading of ** Miscellaneous,”’ the
sum of £5,000.

Hon. J. Mutiay: You cannot say it ie
cavered up; it is there very clearly for you
to see.

Mr. Elphinstone.]
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Mr. ELPHINSTONE: It is evidently put
there, just as that £40.000 for returned
soldiers is put there, for the purpose of having
a Tund at the dispozal of the Chief Secretary.
We know guite well the use it s put to at
the present time.  Ir s surprising to me,
wneing that we have selected o gontleman
who ?a uite competent to control the affaics
of the advertising of the State, thut the whole
of the advertising is vot put under his juris-
liction, He is & man qf experienes, whom
wo thought sufficiently well of to send across
to Amerien last year to get all the latest
information regarding advertising, snd in
the advertising and the methods which he
has displayed he has shown quite clearly
that he has benefited by that trip, Bu,
possibly, he is & gentleman who h'ouﬁi not be
uite prepared to adninister the sum of

5.000 if it had certain instructions sarround-
ing i, and therefore, for the purpose of
keeping it under the hand of tho Minister
himself, without exposing the uses to which
it is to be put, it is scheduled under a
different vote altogethor, T must onee more
suy, in iy opinion, the general advertising
—whut wo might eall the Dusiness nilvertising
of the State—shows a very considorable
improvement; but, in my judgment, there is
room for extension even jet, There are vast
paces on our railway stutions and in our
roilway ::arriglgos that could yet be used for
advertising. Those hon. members who have
travelled ronnd the world know that in other
parts every corner which is available for
advertising purposes is vsed to make revenue,
I cannot see why the big spaces along the
railway lines, on railway curringes, and on
the hoardings at railway stations should not
be better used for the purposes of revenue.
In my judgment, the State, and the Railway
Depurtment in particular, ean socure con-
siderable revenue fram that source. We
know thal adyertising is the essence of
business, and I do not see why the Railway
Departiment should not take  advuntage of
all the apportunities for advertising which
it has at its disposal, would ask the
Minister to see that this section of adver-
tising reccives greater attention, We not only
wint to see what is spent on advertising, but
we want to bhe able to point our lingor to
what we can get in revenue from advertising,
and if the State i= going to run enter-
prises in competition with other businesses
the sooner it adopts business principles sud
gots the greatest possible benefit fram adver-
tising, the quicker will those enterprises
becorma pu_valﬁo.

Hown, J. MULLAN : I just wish to say a
word in reply ta the vemarks which have
heen passed on the vote, This Goverument
is the only Govermmnent which lhas ever
attempted fo properlr organise advertising.
Until this Government came along, :';1‘51
departinent, in a guestionshle way, did its
own advertising, and there was dugplication
und confusion everywhere.

The Secmerary vorR RaLwavs: In the last
«contract the previous Government gave the
papers for advertising the Savings Bank
‘they spent £800.

Hon, W. H. Barxes: When did you dis
cover that mare's nest ?

Hox. J MULLAN: A cestain number of
LUnder SBecretaries met, and appointed one of
their number as chairman, He was six months.
m offive as chalrman, and when another

[Ar. Elphinsto:e.
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man surcceded him there was probably a
change of policy. Sinee we came into power
we have ereated a sew department, and have
suved £5.000 a vear by the methods we have
adopted.  Sowe oxception was raken to the
fact that all the advertising does not come
under one head, but in time there is no
doubt that the whole of the advertising of the
State will be ander one departnent,

Question put and passed.

COURT OF INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION.

Hox. J. MULLAN: I move that £3,000
be granted for ** Court of Industrial Avbitra-
tion.” The only increase in the vote is in
respect of contingencies, which are incréa
by £100,

Question put and passed.

COURTS OF VETTY SESSIONS.

Hoy. J. MULLAN: I move that £40,591
b granted for ** Courts of Petby Sessions.
It will Dbe observed that salaries have
increased by 1,431, and contingencies by
£040, or a total of £2,371.  As in other
depactments, well merited inereases have been
granted pursuant to agreement and under
the classification. ‘The contingencies have
been incrpascd by  £840, representing an
amount of £390 to meet the incrensed cost
of living under the recent general officers
agreement.

Mr. MACARTNEY : Are we to understand
that the officers in this vote huve ther
salavies fixed by an outside authority ! Is it
the result of Mr. Story's classification?

Hon, J, Mrerax: Mr, Story’s classifi-

cation,
Mr. MACARTNEY : All the officers

Hon, J. Muttay: They all come under the
classification.

Mr. MACARTNEY: They may all come
under the classification, but what I want to
know is as to what part the Government
bad in connection with the incroases. 1 notice
in_gaing through the list, that the salaries,
taking iuto sccount the responsible work
done, are remnarkably small, and the increases
seem to be confined to certain distriets. For
instanee, I notice that Cairns and Innisfail
receive con-iderstion which is not extended
to Bowen, and in other divections the samo
peculiavity appears, The salary of the
police magistrate at Bowen, which was £340
ast year, 18 £340 this year, while the salary
of the police magistrate at Cairns, which was

Inst year, 1s £385 this year. It seems
to me that, if as the Government sar this
iz o1l the result of the classification, t.her are
pluying no part at all in fixing the saluries
- ﬁv whole al the responsibility of the Go-
vermment in onhectiou with administration
appears ta be disappearing altogether. We
are told that it is the result of the Arbitra-
tion Court, and also of Mr. Story’s classi-
fication. The Government are carrying the
nominal Nrspunsihiiity, and doing no work.
The responsibility of the Ministry is being
farmed out.  What is the position of
Ministers going to be if they leave overy-
thing to the Arbitration Court? They have
practivally passed over the finances to the
Arbitration Court, Apparently they huve no
control pver the finances of the State in
regard to the inerements to public servants.
It is really hard to understand what the posi-
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tion _is. 1 do not kaow who the police
magistrate at Bowen is,

Hon. J. MorLan: The police magistrate at
Bowen died last year, but there has been no
whange with regard to the emoluments.

Mr. MACARTNEY: It scems to me that
the man who was gesting £390 a year as
palice inagistrate at one of the principal
ports in Queensland was not gelting enough.

Mr. Corrmng: Iear, hear!

Mr. MACARTNEY : It seems to me that
there iz a (istinction which oupht net to
exist, [, personally, take the view that a
wan should he paid for the work he does.
I think that each office ought to have a
certain value,

The Becperany vom Rawways: That is
exactly what Mr. Story was appointed to do.

Mr, MACARTNEY: What puzzles me is
that Cairns, which is represented by the
Home Becretary, is apparently of very much
more importance than Bowen,

The HHove Becrerary: Surely, you know
the difference hetween the wagk 'Lt Cn.i:)ns

and Bowen, It is a differout position
altogether.
The SecRETarY ror Ramways: Quite as

ﬁrgat as the difference between Cairns and
risbane.

Mr. MACARTNEY: Innisfail is not by
any means so imporfant as Cairns, yet the
police magistrate at Innisfail, who got £340
last yeay, will get £370 this vear. Will the
hon, ge‘ntlemanl suggost that Bowen is a less
responsible position than Tnnisfail ¥

The Home Secreraey: I do not kunow, 1
cun assure you that I haye nothing te do
with classifying the positions,

Mr. MACARTNEY : The hon, gentleman
l:_un defend himself when I make an accusa-
ion.
gu?!ﬁdt‘?lom SecRETARY ¢ The previous man

Mr. MACARTNEY: I am not picking
out Cairns particularly, T see that the
police magistrate at Ipswich has been granted
an inerease from £480 to £490. Brisbane, of

course, has a greater number of
[7.30 pom.] police magistrutes to do  the
. work; but the peint I wish to
make iz this: I find that the pay given to
these men—who, in most cases, are old
servants of the State and men who ave doing
responsible Judicial work—is less than that
gr;tven to many voung nen in the service, and
ass thun youngsters are getting under indus-
teial avards in ome pases. [ would like the
hon. membny to tel] us the reason for these
differences,

Myr. COLLINS (Bowen): In connection
with the magistrates of various ventres, L
would like to say that the figures with
vegard to Bowen are somewhat misleading.,
The police magistrate of Bowen also docs
the work at Ayr and Proserpine—in fact,
It embraces the whole of the eclectorate,
which has over 7.000 clectors, Mr., Short
was the police magistrate at Bowen, bui he
died last year, and there is an acting police
magistrate there at the present time, and I
would like to know from the Ministor whether
the police magistrate at Tnnisfail, who is
down for £370, takes in the whole af the
Ilerbert electorate?
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Mr. ROBERTS: I notice that the clerk
of petty sessions in Toowoeomba is getling an
increase of £30. I think this is quite justi-
fied, but what 1 am most concerned about is
that the assistant clerk, wha is often called
upon to act for the clerk himself. does not
get any increase. I understand that this is
the final vote, but T teast that the Minister
will give this matter consideration.

Hox. W. II. BARNES: There is anotlier
maiter T would lke to vefer to. There
seems ta be some anomalies as far as the
clerk of potty sessions at Bowen is coneerned,
Tu 1918-19 the ameunt appropriated for the
clerk during that wvear was £140, but I
notiee now that during this year it is £120.

Hon. J. Mooeax: He probahly 18 a junior.

Howx. W. H. BARNES: The Hon. Minister
tells us it may be a junior. T was wondering
whether the policy of the Government is to
ent down the lower paid men,

GoveryymeEsT MeveErs: No, no !

Hox. W. H. BARNES: 1 notice also that
in eonnection with Bundaberg, dealing with
the clerks again, the number is the same for
the years 1818-19, 1919-20, and yet the amount
is rediuced by £25. In other words, duving
1918-19 the sum of £355 was provided for
three elerks, but during 1919-20 only £330
was provided. T wonder what the explanation
of the Minister is. The Government do such
funny things that I was wondering what
was the reason of these snomalies. T have
listened with a great deal of interest te
what the hon, member for Toowong told us
about Bawen. 1 undersiand thar the polics
magistrate at Bowen died last year, for
which I feel very sorry. The comparison
1 want to make us that in 191819 the appro-
priation for the police magistrate at Ingham
was £320; for 1918-20, £350. I suppose the
veason for that is that the Qovernment think
that Ingham is growing beyond Bowen, and
the police magistrate at that place is worih
£10 more than the polive magistrate at
Bowen. The DMinister may be able to
explain this matter, but I hope he will not
explain it away the same as he has explained
some other things away pvarhior in the after-
I notiee that the hon, member for

naom,
Bowen iz very inuch disturbed.  Another
town whieh T would like 1o refer to
i~ Mackay. T have heen in Mackar, and it

is a very fine town; the sooner the railway
i« camploted to that place the better. How-
ever, that iz not what I wish to vefer to.
There are thege anomalies—Ingham, £350;
Bawen, £340: Muackay, £300. I do naot like
malking comparisons in this House, but T
would like to know what order these towns
come in, and was wondering if these
sppropriations will appeal to the electors
of the North. It is extraordinary that these
anomalies should exist, and T appeal to the
Minister to ecxplain the reason for them,

ITox. J, MULLAXN : 1 stated earlier in
the afternoon that the Gevernment toslk all
the responsibility in connection with these
matters. Mr. Story made a elassifieation,
and seb out a maximum and a minimum.
Those places mentioned by the hon. member
are stated here. TFor instance, the following
towns from 2475 o £600:—Charfers Towers,
Cloneurry, Gympie, Marvhorough, ete. Then
vou have in Division 2, £425 to £550, Bun-
daberg, Cairns, Herberton, Mackay, and
Warwick. Division 3 imeludes Chavleville,

Hon. J. Mullan.]
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Gladstone Hughenden, ete., and they run
lfam £380 to £500. The division £340 to
£450 covers other towns, including Ingham,
Tawnsville, Bawen, and the places mentioned
by the hon. member,

Hon, W. H., Barxes: Where does Mackay
come in?

Hox, J. MULLAN: Mackay comes in
Division 2, carrying a salary of £450 to £550.

Mr. COLLINS: I have been wondering
why the electorate of Herbert requires £720
per annum to be spent on two palice magis
trutes, when there is a less number of persons
on the glectoral roll of the whole of the Her-
bert electorute than either Cairns or Bowen.
Cairns has o police magistrate wha recaives
£335, and Bowen a police magistrate who
druws £310, T have been in all these places,
ond nobody can convinoe me that Ingham
requires o Eallm magistrate and Innisfail
ane ulso. There are no rowdy people round
Inghum. 1 want to know why t.?w police
magistiate at Innisfail shonld reeeive more
than the police magistrate at Ingham, whe
receives £350, und why the police magistrate
at_ Ingham should receive more than the
police  magistrate ot Bowen, hecause 1
am satisfied that they do less work, notwith-
standing Mr. Story's classilication. He is
not the Alpha and Omega of this Gavern-
ment. When we seo thege disercpancies it is
our duty to point them out. 1 notice that
at Inghum they have an aeting clerk of petty
sessiong ab £230, whilst at Bowen the clerk of
petty scasions reeceives £280. Of course, I
ser that ot Bowen there is nnother clerk at
£120, At Innisfail, however, 1 lind there is
a police magistrate at £370, an acting clerk
%I‘aspelty sessions at £170, end a clerk at

Hon. W. H. Banxes: There is something
wrong in the State of Denmark.

My, COLLINS: Of course, there is; and
1 want to know why it has been perpetrated.

My, FRY : I tuke ik that the hon, member
for Bawen has a just grievance He has gone
to no end of trouble to show that he has facts
to support him, and I think the Minister
should take notice of his representations,

Hox, J. MULLAN : I would point out to
the han. member that he cannot judge of the
husiness transactions of any place from the
mere sumber of persons on the roll, For
instance, thera is a clerk of potty sessions
office at Ingham and another at Innisfail,
but he anay wlso romember that there is
one at Ayr. He may also remember that
most  of the Bowen electorate is essily
accessible, except the outlying districts, where
there is uot much population; wheress it is
uot so casy to get to Ingham, although the
railway, when the Minister for Railways gets
it in order, will certainly make things a bit
easier, Then, again, it was not this Govern-
ment who created those offices,

Hon, W. H. Bauxes: Blame the other
fellow again. 3

Hox. J. MULLAN: We are not trying to
throw the blame on members opposite,  1f
the offices were not wanted, we would have
wiped them out,

Mr. MACARTNEY: I do not know
whether the hon. member for Bowen has all
this time been telling fairy tales about this
wonderful place. We have been hearing for

[Hon. J. Mullan.
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yoars past that it was almost the only place
in Queensland—that it was going to be the
biggest place in Queensland; yat now we are
told by & responsible Minister that it does

not ecount.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: As one who has
resided for some time in the eloctorate of
the hon. member for Bowen, I can support
his coptention. (Laughter.) 'This is no joke.
I have come to think that hon. members
opposite are not so travelled in Queensland
as they would lead us to helieve. There are
three important centees in the Bowen electo-
rate—Avr, Proserpine, and Bowen itself; and
as one who was intimately acquainted with
the late police magistrate, I can vauch that
Lis time wus incessantly occupied with hi:
duties. This is u district which, largely
with the help of the hon, member for Bowen
ig asswning a very important position, anc
it should be recognised as occcupying a more
important prospective position  than  the
salary of the police magistrute would lead ns
to imagine. Another factor is that, judging
by questions which the hon. member for
Tlowen has heen asking, it would seom as if
his electarate wore becoming u harbour of
vefuge for all these yellow races and yellow
perils, and therefore it is important that the
police magistrate should he a man eonpetent
to deal with any situation that shounld arvise.

Question put and passed.

DISTRICT COURTS.

How. J. MULLAN: I move—That £8.079
be mranted for ‘' District Courts.”” This
amount represents an incronse of £830
including an increase in salavies of £330,
and in contingencies of £500. The increase
of £330 in the salaries of the Crown prose-
cutors is explained by the resumption of duty
of an officer after twelve months’ leave. By
the recent classification the registrar at Dris
bane, Mr, Carvosso, receives an ineresse to
£485, and the clerk also receives an increase.
There is an inercase ol in allowances
to witnesses and jurors, a decreuse of £50
in the item for bailiffs, for service of jur:
summonses, aod an incrcase of £50 in the
amount required for fees to acting District
Court judges and Crown prosecutors.

Question put and passed.

ELECTORAL REGIBTRATION.

Hox. J. MULLAN : T move—That £17,428
o graoted for * Electoral Regisbeation.™
This represents a decrease of £3,613 on lust
year's vote, There is o doerease of £113 for
salaries, owing to the resignation of a clerl.
Certrin increzses will be paid to officers in
the branch under clussification, For example.
the salary of the Principal Electoral Officer
will be £400, and that of senior clerk and
deputy  principal electoral officer £320
There is & decrease in the contingencies voty
of £3,500.

Hox. W. I. BARNES: T would like sonw
explanation of the details of the sum s
down for contingencies, The item reads—

“ Postage, telegrams, railway fares amd
freights, printing, stationery, expenses o[
elections, including referendum on ques-
tion of the abolition of the Legislative
Couneil, and incidental expenses.”
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Last yoar the vote was £6,600, and this year
it is £15.000. In another paragraph it is
stated that £12,000 was nasked for as an
tppropriation for 1918-1919 for ** Expenses of
referendum te be taken under the Parlia-
mentnry Bills Referendum Act of 1908, on
the question of the abolition of the Legisla-
tive Couneil, including BXPENRes in connec-
tion with placing the issues thereon fully
before the electors in the State and on active
service abroad.” Will the Minister tell us
how it is that the amount nsked for this
vear is £15.000, also what amount was spent
from the £12.000 voted last year? T think
the hon. gentleman ought to inform the Com-
mittoe wﬁlclher the whole of that £12,000
was spent, ar, if not, how much of it was
spent? T should like further to ask what
are the intentions of the Government with
vegard to the Legislative Council? Last
your it was apparently worth £12,000 to do
a certain thing, but this vear, according to
the Estimates, 1t is worth £15,000 to got rid
of the Legislative Clouncil, or rather to seek
to edueate the people up o getting rid of
the Council. I have a very vivid recollee-
tion of what happened on n previous oceasion
when an attempt was made to got rid of the
Council. What do the Government propose
to do now in connection with that matter?
Lost year we voted members £200 each to
tell the people what they thought about the
Council, but I do not know that vers much
eventunted in  that partioular direction.
What deo the Government propose to do
with the vote now before tgu ommittea!
Do they propose that there shall be some
Fmpagam o work gone on with when the
{ouse adjourns, and the Minister for Rail-
ways is in full charge, and the Premier on
his way to the old countey, where he mas
possibly he knighted? Will any part of the
sum now asked for be required for by-
elections? T presume we will shortly be
hn\nug a fight in the Ferbert eloctorate,
and the Minister ought to be able to tell us
whether any portion of this sum will be
used for the purpose of defraying the
eiponses of that election.

Mr. FRY: 1 think we can assume that
there is not going to be an election this year,
and that there is not going to be any propa-
ganda work in connection with the abolition
of tho Upper House, so that it is desirable
that we should be given some information
regarding the item for postuge, te]ogmmﬁ
riailway faves, printing, stationery, an
expenses of elections, including the referen-

um on the question of the abolition of the
Legislative Couneil, and incidental expenses.
1 would alse usk the Minister to inform the
Committee what is the reasou for the differ-
ence in the salaries paid to the electoral
registrars at Brisbane, South Brisbune, and
Taowong. The electoral registrar at Bris-
bane receives £270 per annum, the regis-
trar at South Brisbane £260, and the regis-
trar at Toowong £280. As far as T can
soe, the work done by those three gentlomen
is very much the same.

The Secrerary rFor  Ramways: The
increases this vear are not on the Esti-
mutes at all. That remark applies to all
the Fstimnates. The old salaries are given,
and the incresses on those salarvies are made
necording to Mr. Story's classifieation,

Hox. J. MULLAN: In reply to the hon,
member for Kurilpa, I may say that the
electoral registrar for Brisbane now receives

per annum, the electoral registrar for
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South Brisbane £275 per annum, and the
electoral rogistrar for Toowong £250 per
annum, .
. Mr. ¥ay: The Minister might tell us what
is the reason for having the three different
amounts for officers who do the same work ?

The Sgemerany ror Rawwavs; Not the
same  work—similar work. We must have
BOHNE SOMority.

Hox, J, MULLAN : The increases to those
officers are given to them in the order of
their seniority. The hon. member for
Bulimha wauts dotails of the expenditure of
the item of £12000 voted on last year's
Estimates, [ can assure the hon. gentiemsn
that the Government did not spend one
permy of that £12,000, as there was no fight
or contest last year,

Hon. W. H. Banxes: Will it be expended
this year, and added to the other amount?

Hox. J. MULLAN : No; it is not ineluded
in the vote. The sum of £6,500 was voted
Inst year for * postage, telegrams, railway

freights and  faves, printing, stationery,
expenses of elections, including
[8 pm.] referendum on question of the

y abolition of the Legislative
Council, and incidental expenses.” The item
for this year is £15000. I would point out
that the £6,500 was not put down for the
referendum on the abolition of the Legis-
lative Council. It is down, az the hon
member can see, for contingencies, such as
postages, telegrams, ete, in addition to
referendum,

Mr. FRY : I asked the Minister the reason
for the additional £8,600 this year as sgainst
last year, As [ pointed ouf, there is no
chance of an election this year, and, appar-
ently, there is not likely to bo a referendum
on the abolition of the Legislative Council,

Hon. J. Muttax: If there is no contest,
there will be no expense,

Hon. W. H. Banxes: Then you are imfat-
ing the Estimates.

Hon. J. Mutzax: No.

Mr. CORSER: 1 am sorry that the vote
is not much larger in the expectation of an
election and of a referendum on the abolition
of the Legislative Council. I was afraid we
would soon be [aced with the possibility of
a cantest,

A GoveryyeEnT Mexmsen: That is your fear.

Mr, CORSER: No; that has been my
hope, nnd I sineerely trust we might have
the opportunity to see which course the
Government prefer to take. The course open
to them to take might not be permitted bg
a certain section, [ would be very mue
encouraged if I thought that at the back of
the minds of the Government this increase
meant that they were anticipating action in
that direction. If there is one thing more
than ancther that strikes me in connection
with this vote, it is the work of the Electoral
Office in cleansing the rolls. We know that
there are 70,000 more individuals on the
rolls in Queensland than there are individuals
in the State.

Mr., Kirwan: Wrong.

Mr. CORSER: This information should be
proved to be incorreet if it is not in accord-
ance with fact, One can see in the Press
right throughout Australia at the gremt
time—the “ Auckland Bun" and the Sydney

Mr, Corser.]
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** Bulletin® are cniticising the unfairness of
the Qucensland Government in regard 1o
the Opposition in connection with roll-stuffing.
The Electoral Office, unfortunately, is con-
trolled by the bosses of the [ront bench.
These men are shackled together to-day to
do the bidding of the individuals who control
them from above, They nre driven as the
convicts were some time ago to do just what
their bosses tell them, and they have to keep
a roll that is acceptable to their dictators,
It is about time the people of Queonsland
understood the true position, and it is about
time that the Electoral Office had an oppor-
tunity of cleansing the rolls and the Electoral
Act so brozdened as to make possible & fair
anenl to the people when it comes about.
If there was an appeal on the abelition of
the Legislative Council, even with 70,000
extra on the roil, we know that the Govern-
ment would oot feel too safe. 1 sincerely
hope that these chained individuals will
sooner or later realise the position, and that
they will give us a chance to_get ot them
Fhrough the ballot-box. That is all we ask
or,

The SecreTary rorR Ramwwavs: We gave
you & good chance at the last elections.

. Mr. CORBER: The rolls were then
inflated to the extent of 60,000, and yet the
Government only Eat a majority of 26,000.
To show the way this whole system has been
organised, with 26,000 of a majority, they
seoured two seats for every one.

Hon. J. Murean: Ours is the cleanest roll
in Australia to-day.

Mr. CORSER: Your estimation of a clean
roll is one that allows your supporters to
got on four rolls.

Hon. J. Motuan: We can show a clean
form for every supporter on the roll.

Mr, CORSER: A railway worker could
go to five different electorates in six months,
and if he does not put en his form which
roll he was previously on, he can get on the
roll for each electorate, and there is no power
under the Electoral Act for anybody to take
one individual off the roll. I suggest that
one nome should not be on two rolls ot ance.

The SEcRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Are you
suggosting that they vote twice?

Mr. CORSER: I suggest thut under your
uystem of placing them on the roll they can
vote four or five times. I know railway men
in my own electorate were given a holiday
on the Friday previous to the election to
come to Brisbane; and in Brisbane theve is
an electoral booth for every elestorate in
the State.

The SecreTaRY FOR RaLwavs: I suppose
all these individuals went from booth to
bhooth and voted for each electorate?

Mr. CORBER: As long as a man is on
the roll he can vote, and so long as he does
not s:.g for which electorate he was last
enrolled he ean get on another roll.

The Howme SecReTARY : You got an increased
majority last time.

Mr. CORSER: I know; but that was the
result of hard work and of the confidefice of
the electars,

The Becretany v0R RALwavs: One of yaur
members of Parliament for years had twelve
votes and exercised them.

. Mr. CORSER: Faney the Minister know-
ing that and keeping it up his sleeve so

[, Corser.
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long! Hon. members opposite know that
rollstuffing is going on, and they know there
are more electors on the rolls than there are
individuals in the State.

Hon. J. Moutax: That is not troe.

Mr. CORSER: You cannot disprove it, and
you won't give us an opportunity te prove
the rotten state of the rolls. Compare our
roll with the Federal electoral roll, and can
anybody say that it is a elewn voll?

The Home Seenerany: What is the differ-
ence in the enrolment? Give us the number.

Mr, CORSER: At the time of the last
State election it was something like 32,000.

Mr. WixsTanLey: Rot !

The HOME SECRETARY !
difference now ?

Mr. CORSER : There probubly would be o
greater differcnce now if the Government
gave us an opportunity of having an election.
During la-t State election we had a cerfain

: insti d by the Government and sup-
systel instiguted by Ny he elhiokaed

What is the

posed to be earried out
registrars for seeurving the proxy vobes of
saﬁlieru. All last session I asked the cost

of ihis system and the answer was put off
from time to timo,

Tho SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Thea
Upper House thysw out the Bill giving the
sorrEers a vote,

Mr, CORSER: The Upper House threw
out mo Bill. When the Electoral Act was
going through the Principal Electoral Regis.
trar was deprived of the opportunity of
giving a vote to the soldiers. 1 moved an
nmcnﬁment to provide it. Just as the elec.
tions came on the Electoral Rugistrar wis
empowered to do certain thmﬁ. and he
issuod proxy votes by cable, the cost of
whicli was never made known to this House.
We know that of some 40,000 votes which
should have come in only ebout 10,000 were
received, ineluding those who had returned
to Australin, showing how hard they tried
to deprive the soldiers of their votes.

Me, Kinwax: Your crowd never gave the
soldiers ovarsea o vote at the last Federal
election.

Mr. CORSER: We voted to give the
saldiers two votes. In 1915, when the hon
genilenian cume into office, they took out the
machinery which the Denham Government
had placed in the Act providing for e vote.

The SpoweTiny vor Acricvrvore: No, the
muchinery is there yet.

Mr. CORSER: Amendments were moved
ta provide cortain machinery, and hon.
glrnt?nmun would not agree to them, saying
the war was over, Continually they were
asked to make provision, and on every occa-
sion they turned it down, A few weeks
before an election they threatened they were
going to do a lot of things, and they cabled
away under a ridiculous system & form of
eloctoral  ballot-paper that could not be
availed of by proctically 25 per rent. of the
soldiers, I wounld like to know from the
Minister in churge what the cost of that
system was. [o would like to have some
reason why they preferred it as against an
honest system which was in voune the peovi-
pus year, whon the Liberals secured the vote
of a large percentage of tho soldicrs.

The Secrerany rorn Rawways: Do you sug-
gest  there  wos  sone  dishonest  collusion
hotweon the Agent-General's Office and the
Electoral Office here?
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Mr. CORSER: 1 say hon. gentlemen will
do anything for electoral purposes in their
awn interests,

The Seenerany ror Rarwars: Explain how
2t could be done.

Mr. CORSER: They had five years in
which to roceive the proxies of soldiers
according to the old Act. and for the first
three years they wore in oftice they did
nothing. They could have kept the Act
whare 1t was, held the proxies given in 1815,
and had the whale of the machinery ready
for wn clection at any time. They wiped out
everything,

The SecreTARy For Rainwavs: Da yvou know
that your [Holmun CGovernment in New South
Wales did not give them o vote at all?

Mr. CORSER: It is not my Holman Go-
vernment,  Holman ecame from the front
benches of the Lobour party, These chained
men opposite will be Ilolmans, or they will
utt‘emf:t to be, when they throw off their
shackles, [ hope the Minister is going to
give us some information,

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I would like to
know what is being done at presont in regard
to the enrolment of electors—if the police
have received any iustructions to see that the
rolls are up to date, or arve likely to receive
them. In most districts throughout the State
a good few people are moving aboot, and it
has been the practice with previous Gevern-
ments at certain ‘periods of the year to under-
take the duty of putting people on the roll
who are entitled to be there, and of taking
off those who are not entitled to be on. The
duty of every Government is to see that the
rolls are kept up to dute, and that those who
are entitled to vote are placed on the roll
There is another guestion I would like to
raise before I sit down, The * Observer™
to-night states that the Herbert election is to
tuke place on 10th April. 1 do not know
whether the Minister can signify that that is
correct information.

Hon. J, MutLay:
Speaker, does it uot?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I assure it is
perfectly correct. It is not likely that a
responsible  paper would publish "a  state-
ment like that unless it were trus. This is
exactly 10th Febroary, and it would seem
that tvo months are to be allowed for the
filling of this vacanev. There has been o
zood deal of delay in issuing the writ.
Why is it thit two months are allowed befare
‘the election takes place ?
 Hon J, Muneay : We eannot say what time
is allowed until we see the werit.

Hon, W. I, BARNES: Is this period
allowed so as to give plenty of timne for the
Guvernment to move about after the adjourn-
ment of the House takes place? In connee-
tion with the general election, I think the
time which the Governmwent took for the
whole Stute was about six weeks, What 1s
the veason that a longer time is taken in this
instance ! Is it that the Government are
afraid of losing another seat and want to put
forward every cffort to get things right?

The Secrerany ror AcnicviTune: Have you
heard about the cyclone?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: They may have a
‘memory of what happened in the Maranoa,
and are particularly anxious to see that that
kind of thing is obyiated,

It comes from the
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Hox. J. MULLAN: T am quite sure we
would not satisivy the hon. gentleman whether
we had a quick or a slow election. If we
took about six months he would ssy wo were
sparring for wind, and if we took as many
weoks ﬁo would say we were hurrving the
cleetion on.  As to the specifie date of the
eleetion, the hon. gentleman recognises that
the Speaker alone determives what the date
is to be, Until bhe announces the date I am
noi zoing to dissuss the matter. [ presume
it will be necessary this year, as on farmer
nceasions, to teke some special stops to see
that everrbady is on the voll,

Hon. W [I. Barves: Are vou going to do
it, or are you not? Give it to us straight
out from the shoulder.

Hox. J MULLAN: The poliey of the
Government will be disclosed in due eonrse,
One of the things this Government stands
for is to give pvery eligible perdon in this
State an opportunity of being on a roll,
and of casting his vote however he pleases,
T am smye the hon. gentleman will nos
object in that. With regard to the eom.
ment of the hon. wember for Burnett regard-
ing the inflation of the roll, T believe that
the Queensland voll fo-day is the ecleanest in
Aunsfralia.

Mr. Corser: T su]l'lpoaa if we were returned
on it, you would eall it the hlackest.

Hox. J. MULLAN: T submitted figures
to show that there was no inflation what-
ever of the Queensland voll, as was generally
supposed, and as was indieated, T think, by
the hon, member for Oxley on Friday even-
ing. The card svstem we have adopted
now has reduced to a_minimum the possi-
bility of duplicating. The statements made
by the hon. gentleman will not bear investi.

ation. A man may go on two or three rolls,
gut when the claim is_submitted to head
office and compared and ehecked—which, T
am told by the Electoral Officer, is done—
if he is on two rolls hiz name will be deleted
from one—I presume the former,

Mr. Corser: Would you like us to show

you names on two rolls? You say they
cannot be on two rolls.

Hox. J. MULLAN : They may have been
on two in the past, before this card system
was adopted.

Mr. Corser: You have done your work;
you have them on the roll now.

Hox. J. MULLAN : At the time the hon.
gentleman speaks of the card systom had
not been brought up to date.

Mr, MacanTSeY : It was stopped,

Hox., J. MULLAN: I am oot aware of
its having been stopped. It takes some time
to inaugurate a system, bub the systam is
now complete and the roll is oné of the
cleanest in Australia.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : The Minister said
this roll was one of the cleanest in Aus-
tralia, and the card system was inaugurated
with the object of making it so. May I
ask the Minister why it ig that they do not
insist npon the provision of the age of the
elector being given, and which would greatly
help the Chief Electoral Officer i keeping
the roll pure?

The SeCRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You
know what the objection is. Ladies object
ta give their age.

Mr. Elphinstone.]
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Mr. ELPHINSTONE: This i a2 most
wonderful Government; If there is a way
of wrigeling out of a thing, by jove, they
will wriggle.

Mr. Emwax: They cunnot wriggle like
the Opposition.

Mr., ELPHINSTONE: The pasition is
tliis——

The SecreTaRY FOR RAlLways:
think the age ig vital? .

Mr. BLPHINSTONE: I do not say it is
vitul, but it is of great assistance, and T will
show vou how. I% you go and see the card
system—which T have dene; the Chief Elec-
toral Officer has shown me how the thing
works—you will find perhaps 100 or maore
cards in the name of *“ John Smith," The
birthplace of this map, or these various
men, will assist in identifying them, but
if you also insist upon the date of birth
being esiven it assists very matenally in
identification.

The Secrerany ror  Ramwways: IE you
follow that to a logical conclusion you will
have Anger-prints.

Mr., ELPHINSTONE: No. The point is
this: I said provision is made in the Aect
for the age being given. Why do you not
ask for 1t? The Chief Electoral Officer
would be able to make hiz roll more pure
if that were insisted vpon., DBut for some
reason it is not. Why not? T cannot think
for one moment that the Government ave so
susceptible to the weaknesses of [eminipe
nifure that they are not going to insist
upon it, The member for Brisbane may do
so, but they are not all Jadies’ men. T do
think that the date of birth should be
insisted wupon, besanse I am quite certain
it will asseist the Chief Electoral Officer in
purifying his roll,

The Hose Seererany : Tell us how the age
would assist?

Mr., ELPHINSTONE: Didn't you hear
when 1 explained itY Tf you go to the
Chief Rlectoral Ofeer’s room ancd vefer to
the cards, you will find perhaps fifty or
100 cards in the namo of “John Smith"”
or ‘*John Brown."

The Home SECRETARY : All over twenty-one.
That is the only qualification needed.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: That may be so,
but an the card which the man is supposed
to fill in, he has te give the place of birth.
and there iz also provision in the Act for
date of birth. You do not insist on that—
in fact, it is eut out altogether.

The BECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: ﬂuppcsing,
for the sake of argument, you establish your
point. Doe: that make for any greater
gecurity as compared, say, with s height
and the ecolour of his eyes?

Mr, BELPHINSTONE: That argmment
does not take us any further. I am quite
gr_epared ta admit that if you ask a man’s

eight, colour of his hair, finger prints, and
so forth, you could carry on to practically
finality so as to avoid a name being in the
roll twice. But that is not asked for. The
regulations state explicitly that place of birth
and date of birth shall be given. TFor some
reason, best known to these mysterious gentle-
men oppo-ite, the date of birth has been cut
out. is not insisted upon, and—although I
quite admit that it does not go comp let.e!l‘y to

[Mr. Elphinstone,
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cradieste the possibility of duplication—it
goes a long way towards it

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS:
about nothing.

Mr, ELPHINSTONE: Yon may consider
it se. We on this side are desirous fo see
the roll as pure as we can make it. If it
it not your desire to see the roll pure, wipe
I out,

The Hose SEcreTary : What about #ll legal
documents, Is not the signature the only
thing that countsf

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: If there is any
argument in these interjections of hon. mem-
biers opposite, why is it provided for in the
regulutions that date of birth shall be given?

Hon. J. Murtax: It is not provided for,
T tell you,

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Those two things
are provided for.
Hon. J, Muniax: Yoo are wrong.

Mr, ELPHINSTONE: 1 have heen there
and found out that they are provided for.

Hon. J, Mutwan: Have you been there
recently ?

My, BELPHINSTONLE: You may have
alterod it since your term of office—probably
vou lave, it is quite possible—buat I have
heen there within gix months,

Hon. J. Muiuax: [ do not think so.

Mr. BLPIINSTONE: 1 el you [ have,
and that was told to me. My only objeet
in raising this, is so that we shall have ae
pure a rell as we can get, and if the Minister
1 charge of the department i1s as sincere as
I win, he will assist us to have all these
regulations complied with as quickly as
possible,

The SEcREFARY FOR Raimwavs: You da not
want o roll; you want a book of ages.

Me, MACARTNEY: T listened to the
remuarks made by the member for Bulimbe
in which he tried to extract from the Minister
some statement as to the expenditure in vou-
nection with this vote last year; and, as
far as I understand, the Minister's reply was
that na part of this money voted for the
expenses of the referendum was spent during
the financial year. T happen to have the
Treasurer's tables, and it s very ensy just
to arrive af what was spent. The vote for
“eplaries ™ is £2,641, The vote for ** Post-
ages and Telegrams ™ was £6500. The hon.
gontleman  will see, by adding the two
together, that the whole vote, outside that
which was intended for the Referendum,
amounted to £9041. The referenduin vote
was E12.000 in addition, which would total
£21,041,

Hon. J. MULLAN:
£12,000 was spent.

My MACARTNEY: The hon. gentleman
may say &a, but I want him to explain some-
thing else. The Treasurer’s table says that
an that ¢lectoral registration vote there was
spent, during the last finaneial year, not the
surmn of £9,041 only, but the sum of £14.125,
so that the expenditure was upwards of
£5.000,

Hon. J. Mottan: The fizures you are
talking about now is the money appropriated
last year.

My, MACARTNEY: I am talking aboub
the money that was approprizted last year.

Hon. J. Mocpan: You want to see if that
was exceeded.

Much ado

Not & penny of that
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Mr. MACARTNEY : I understood the hon.
gentleman o say that no part of the £12,000
was spent.

Hon, J. MoLuax: This is the amount of
money that was appropriasted last year. That
was excended by the difference between the
amount voted and £14,125,

Mr, MACARTNEY: Then out of the
£12.000 that was voted for the referendum
£5,041 was spent?

Hon., J. Muottax: The exact amonnt that
the vote was execeeded by was £4,400; bug
it has nothing to do with the £12,000. That
sum was voted for a specific purpose.

Hon. W. H. Bamxes: Tell us how it was
spent.

Hon, J. Mutzax: Tt was spent pro rata,
as the other vote was

Hon. W. Il. Banxes:
{Loaughter.)

Hon, J. Mutrax: Exactle;
up of contingencies,

Mr., MACARTNEY : 1 think the han.
gentloman might give a little more informa-
tion, It is quite eclear that a certain
amount was voted in addition to the £12,000,

and it is equally elenr that £5,000

[8.30 p.m.] over that amount was spent.

Presumably, the excess amount
comes put of the £12,000. Why it was spent
i n matter only within the knowledge of
the Minister. 1 would now like to refer to
the delay in the issue of the writ for the
Herbert electorate. T understand the date
of the election has now been lixed for two
;:mnlthu hence. I see one Minister shakes his

cad.

The Secrerary For Puvsiic WORKS:
date has not been fixed.

My, Fuy: The afficial argan suys it has.

The CHAIRMAN: I would like to point
out that the issue of the writ is entirely
a matter for the Speaker.

Mr, MACARTNEY: Well, here is the
statement that appears in this afternoon's
“ Dbaerver "'—

“ The writ for the Herbert eleciion
(due to the retirement of the Hon, W.
Lennon) will be issued on 21st February.
The date of nomination is 135th March,
polling 10th April, and return of the
writ 15t May.”

The SBecreErary FOr Pubtic Works: That is
apeculation,

Mr. MACARTNEY : How the ** Observer™
got the information T do not know. 1 was
under the impression that it was the ** Daily
Standard " that made the statement, It 1=
rather a remarkable thing that such a long
period has been allowed to go fora
the duto of the election was fixed. We know
that it is the duty of the Speaker ro issue
the writ after the resignation of a member,
and we know that the practice in the past
has been to issuc the writ a day or two
after the seat has been declared vacant.

The Secretary FoR Pustto Works: Condi-
tions are very disturbed in the North.
(Loaughter.)

Mr. MACARTNEY : It seemns to me that
the Government have adopted a poliey of
attempting to jerrymander elections, The
last general election was brought on in the

Contingenecies |

it wag made

Tha
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midst of the wet season, after emly four or
five woeks' notice.

Mr, CoLuins: That is not so.

My, MACARTNEY: It is so, No one
knows it better than 1 do. That was the
Here wea

izlzsiticm at the general election.
vee & wvacancy for the Herbert, and for
two or three weeks we have seen the hon.
member for Logan asking the Government
in vain to give himn somothing like a fair
show so that he may give the electors of
the Logan un opportunity of testing their
view regarding his coming to this side of the
House. The hon, momber has made a per-
fectly fair request. He bas asked for a [air
field and no favour, so that he may tender
his rosignation and meet the challenge of
Ministers to test the feeling of the electass.
It is & matter of some satisfaction to hear the
Minister =ay that the volls are clean. 1 wish
1 could believe him. If I eould, 1 would
have very little to say on this vote. 1 have
in my hand a list of removals frem the
Towunsville voll, There were about 100 names
an the list, and it would ba rather interesting
reading if the Minister would Jook over
it, and see the longth of time that peopls
remained on the Townsville roll after they
had actually left the district. They have not
left the State, and apparently the instrue-
tions to the clectora] registrars say that they
are not to take objection to names on the
rolls unless evidence is produced that the
persons objected to have nctually left the
State. That does not conduce lo clean rolls,
It is rather remarkable to find on that roll
persons who were nctuu!l% ou other rolls
in the State at the time, There is evidence
that some of these peaple were on the
Mundingburra roll, on the Mackay roll, and
other volls. Theve is one ecase of 8 man who
had lived in Sydoey for fully six years, and
vet his name was veteined on the Towns-
ville roll for the whole of that period,
Another left the distriet four 1yeam ago, and
is now ut Kuridals, which, T believe, is a
mining township in the Minister's eloctorate.
Another person has lived at Charters Tawers
for the past four years,

]P[I:m. J. MuutaN : What is the date of that
TOIL Y

Mr. MACARTNEY : This is since the last
general election.

Mr. Hamrtiev: An agent of the National
poarty compiled that list.

Mr. MACARTNEY : It doos not matter
wha rampiled it if it is true. The list can
he verified by a referenee to the eleetoral
veristray at Townsville,  Then, twe other
sersons Jeft fully six yearvs ago, and are now
i Sydney.

Mr . STOVFORD :
fram?

Mr. MACARTNEY : The list iz perfectly
cerrect.
Mr. StopFoRD: 1 want proof of that.

Mr. MACARTNEY : If the hon. member
will see me afterwards, I will supply him
with proof.  Another person left Townsville
two years ago.  Another left for Cloncurry
ten months ago,  Anothor left fully three
veurs ago, and is now in Brishane. Tf any
hon. momber disputes the accurscy of this
list, a#ll he has to do is to make inguivy from
the Townsville electoral registrar, when he
can see the names expunged from the roll and
the decisions of the magistrate against each

Mr, Macartney.]

Whit are you quoting
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ngme.  That shows that the rolls at the time
this list was compiled were not by any means
clean, whatever the Minister may say with
vegard to the position at the present moment.

Hon, J. Muviuan: That list is eighteen
months old. I am dealing with the present
situation,

Mye. MACARTNEY : That may be so, but
the tmpression 15 abroad, and there 15 justi-
ficativu for the helief, that for many years
post there have been thousands and thousands
of peaple on the rolls of this State who had
no rizht to be there,

2Me, Coretss: That is not true. Prove that
iy quating the number of persons over the
age of twenty-one years in this Stute,

Mr. MACARTNEY: 1 am inclined to
think that the hon. member's suggestion that
i pood many people on the roll are under
the age of twenty-one years is probably cor-
recl. 1 believe there is a good deal of
colong for the steternent that has been
made in that respeet, As soon as we can get
some official statement, without any reserve
whatever, from the responsible officials at
the head of the Electoral Department that
the ralls are clean throughout Queensland, it
will be more satisfactory to the people. The
hon. gentleman must see that lis predecessor
and himsell have surrounded the manage-
nient of this department with mystery and
jugeling, and they must, therofore, expeet
that the people are deubtful about the state-
ments which Ministers make. It would be
o great deal better if the Minister would be
u little more Irank and explicit, and would
tend to shorten very much the proceedings
of the Chamber,

Mr, ROBERTS: I would like to support
the remarks of the hon. member for '.Bm-
wong. I would point out te the Minister
that, prior to the last glection, at East
Toowoomba there were uvpwards of 1,200
names on the roll of perzons whom I was
quite satisfied wers npt in fhe electorate.
Immediately after the election, upwards of
800 numes were advertised as those of per-
sons having lefe the distriet, and which would
Lbe removed by the electoral officer. [f the
Kaost Toowonmba electoral roll is a eriterion
of the State, it is evident that & large num-
ber of people are not qualified to vote for the
olectorate in connection with which their
names appear on the roll,

Me. FRY: I wish to tell the Minister that
it has come under my notice that quite a
number of people who are on the present
rollz do not reside in the electorate for which
they are enrolled. I know of a firm in
Brisbhane who sent out a number of tirculars
to the people appearing on the elactoral roll,
and fully one-tenth of the ecirculars were
returned within the frst fortnighi., That
shaws that there is a big floating population,
ot that the rolls are not up to date,

Hon, J. Muvitax : What roll did you send
out the letters on?

Mr, FRY : The roll was not issued more
phan about eight weeks ago, I would draw
the Ministor’s attention to the necessily of
huving all the means at his disposal brought
into operatinon to chock the rolls, so that
when the clections come on the rolls may be
is cleal ag possible, The Minister knows the
stafemrents which were made about the rolls
Leing stuffed, and as goavdian and respon-
sible head of the department, he should see
that the rolls are as clean as possible,

{&7r, Macariney.
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Mr. CORSER: I would like to kmow
whether, during the by-elections, the Prin-
vipal Electoral Registear, or the returning
officers, have the selection of the presiding
officers at the various booths, In the past
it was always left to the department or the
Eloctoral Office to deal with the whole of
the sloctions; but, unfortunatelz, st the last
State election the system was changed, and
the presiding officers had to be temperamen-
tally fitted, I andevstand, before they could
sit. I understand that the names were sub-
mitted o the Trades Hall, and that unless
the labour organisutions indicated that the
presiding officer was suitable from their point
of view, he did not receive endorsement.

Mr, WairrorD : I remember some of your
presiding officers being scratineers also.

Mr. CORBER: Just previous to the last
election, twenty-six returning officers were
not acceptable to the Labour organisations,
and they were removed. That is not the
state of affairs which should exist at the
State elections, where we want fairness and
honesty ; and I ask the Minister whether that
state of affairs is going to obtain at the
by-elections ?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Are you
attacking the integrity of the men who were
presiding officers lost time?

Mr, CORSER : When the hon. gentleman’s
department is under consideration, we will
tackle him.

Hon. J. Mutraw: This is the third time
the question has been discussed on this vote.

Mr. CORSER: I am asking the guestion,
n_nc}[1 if the Minister rcplies to it it will be alt
right.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Tt so happens that, during the last general
oleetion, 1 had charge of the Electoral
Department. I do mot think it would be
right if we wers to sllow inmendons and
insinuations made here to-night—by irrespon-
sible members mostly—to pass unchallepged,
We have heard from the hon member for
Burnett some steange, weird stories about a
conspiracy between the Ageunt-General and
the electorsl officers with rogurd to soldiers'
votes; such an impossible thing !

Mr. Corser: He was never mentioned.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Well, he was the rveturning officer—the man
in charge of the whole of the machioery in
England. The votes were cabled out here,
and there was no possibility of maunipulation,
no possibility of trickery.

Mr. Corser: No, becaunse you did not give
them the possibility or anything else—you
did not give the soldiers a vote.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The integrity of our Government cannot be
sucepssfully attacked. The prineipal officers
of the Electora]l Department can be ques-
fioned anywhere. Royal Commission
oould be appointed to inguire into the whole
proceedings, and it would be found that no
interference took place, except the ordinary
Ministerial  administration—the  Ministerial
actions that go to make for efficiency.

My, Comrser: The electoral office did not
administer the soldiers’ vote. It was done
by the Government Printing Office.

The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS:
That is entirely incorrect, We will take
the stalking horse of duplicate voting. It
is well kuown that nearly every weturning
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officer was appointed by a Liberal Adminis-
tration—an  Administration apposed to us.
The returning officers make a return of
duplicate voting immediately after tho results
wre known, T%)ev give them to each candi-
date  affected. ere is the result: In
the electoral distriet of Albert there were
fifteen cases: in the electoral district of
Aubigny there were four. It cannot be
expected  that in the heat and rush and
worry of election day the elerks van go right
throngh and make no clevieal mistakes—it is
obvious that they will do that, and that
explains most of any errors there may be
in the list. But there was no justification
for saying, or any documentary or other
evidence to establish, that there was an
duplication or trickery or manipulation, rn
it 15 @ most ungenerous and improper insinu-
ation to make. Yet it is made continuousiy.
It was made down South, and if it so hap-
pens that there were on the roll more names
than were justified in being there, neverthe-
less our machinery was of such anh exact
nature, was so cfficient, that there was abso-
lutely no duplication in voting, It is with
amusement that we listen to the pious exhor-
tation of members opposite in regard to
double voting. We know they manufactured
amd vraded upon it for years and years. I
know a man in the Upper House to-da
who for some time imcr twenty votes. %
know one man—a very prominent man up
there—who exercised eighteen voles for
twelve years. Those were the days when
they had votes for sheep, votes for rabbits,
votes for corner allotments. We brought in
o clean roll, The police do the collecting,
and the officials in the office, uninterfered
with by Ministers or higher public servants,
carry on the process vntil the names are in
print,

Hon, W. H. Bagxes: You did not introduce
one man one vote?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Certninly. I will recite the history of it to
the hon. member. The Mergan-Kidston
Government wiped out plural voting, and
the hon. member hotly opposed them. (Dis-
sent,) Subsequently, thei became enveloped
in the fold of it and coalesced,

Mr. Corser: Long before that it was wiped
out,

Mr. BessineroN: You are on the wrong
history altogether.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
I wish the hon. member would subside—we
have had some intelligent interjections.
TFurthermore, the measure introdut.'ed] by the
Morgan Administration allowed o man to
vote where he lived, or in the electorate in
whieh he had his office, whichever he pre-
fereed. and the hon. member for Brishans,
on the first occasion, had & hard rua in
conseguence,

An Orrosimiony Mewser : The Philp Govern-
ment did not have plural voting,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The Philp Government had plural voting,
and the Morgan Government abolished it

Hon. W. H. Barxes: No.

The BECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The Don, member for Bulimba has a habit
of wibting bark and ejaculpting * Ne,” but
I am prepoved to establish the fact. T say
that the Morgan Government abalished plupal
voting, but they allowed a man to have his

[10 Feprvary,]
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vote where he lived in a fashionable suburb,
or at his office in town, and that provision
was operated to the disadvantage of the
democratic party—the Labour party. 1 do
not waunt to read the whole of this fable, but
T trust it will into * Hansard,” bhecause
we want things in ** Hansard.”

Hon. W. H. Baryes: Read it. Wa have
too many things going into * Hansard *
without being vead.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Very well, It is the eonplete return of all
duplieations in voting, and it puts to rout
for all time any suggostion of impmpe‘zl-

practices, It is on page 2854 of * Hansard
for 1918—
Albert ... ... 15 Mackay -3
Aubigny .. .. 4 Maranoa . 10
Balonne ... . & Muryborough 0
Barcoo .. - 12 Merthyr ... wr B
Bowen .. v B Miram A & |
Bremer ... . 4 Mount Morgan... 0
Buolimba .., o 12 Mundingburra .. 14
Burke ... e 2 Murilla .. D
Burrum ., o B Murrumba LA
Cairns 5 Musgrave 0
Carnarvon 4 Nanango .18
Chillagoe 0 Normanby - 8
Coolk 7 Nundah ... ]
Coornora 3 Paddington 6
Cunningham 5 Pittsworth 3
Drayton .. . D Port Curtis 0
Eacham ... .. 1 Rockhampton ... 4
East Toowoomba 7 South Brisbane 4
Fassifern .. 5 Stanley v R
Flinders ... ... 26 Toombul ... - B
Fortitude Valley 6 Tooweng . B
Gregory ... .. 0 Toowoomba _
Herbert ... 6 Townsville . 8
Tthaca & Warrego Rk
Kennedy & Warwick . &
Kurilpa ... 7 Wide Bay . B
Leichhardt I Windsor . "
Lockyer ... s —_—
Logan 8  Total <o BLE

The hon, member for Oxley made a point
of identification and said that everything
rested upon the basis of aecertaining the
age of tﬂg individusl. That is reslly not
worthy of consideration; no genuine identi-
fication could be established on ik A person
could give any age. The electoral officer
will tell you that very few women give their

correct ages, Therefore that disappears as
an argument. If yon want something for
the purpose of identification, have finger-

prints, or photographs. By every possible
practicable means we cover the lacts con-
cerning the individual, and we secure the
purity of the roll. Tdentification eonld, of
course, be carried to fantastic limits; we
have made i1t simple,

Mr. ErpainstoNe: Asking for a person's
age is ocertainly 0 rvewsonable method of
identilication.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
No, beeanse what check have you on the
correctness of the reply or not? )

Mr. Euenmssroxe: That is the same in
evorything.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
You might take the colour of their eyss,
or nip a hit out of their ears.

Mr. Evemivgrone: If it were a piece of
their tongues, I would not object,

The BECRETARY IFOR RAILWAYS:
The Government would be very pleased to

Hon. J. A. Fihelly.]



2880 Supply.

apply that here. It is to be dioplored that the
Opposition have sought oocasion on practically
every vole to criticise the administration of
the Electoral Department. I myself have had
the fullest knowledge of the office and the
machinery, and I can assure hon, members
that those men in the head office who have
been controlling matters, and who have had
complete supervision over the rolls, in direst
arrangement with the police, have done
nothing to sully the reputation of any
public servant., (Hear, hear!)

Mr, BEBBINGTON: The extra £8,500
for incidentals scems a very big margin,
seving that we are going through a very
bad season, It is certain sure that the
m:JurH y of the soldiers at the lsst election
hi little opportunity to vote, whoever was
1o blame. here is no doubt that had it
not been for the hon, member for Burnett
and the interest he took in the soldiers, the
matler would have been allowed to lapse.
Tiverybody knows that nothing was done
until he went to the Electoral Offies and
made inquiries, So fur as he could find out,
nothing had been done, aud then he inguired
heve, and the Minister snid that so-and-so
had been done.

My, Consen: They issued vegulations after
they had contradicted my statement,

Mr, Grues: Do you think the Minister
was going to do that when he had two sons
at the front?

Mr. BEBBINGTON : He was not Minister
then. We know who was Assistant Minister
for Justice then, and he had not two sons
at the front.

The SecRETARY FOR RatLwavs: T have three
children ut home, and that is more than you
have got. (Laughter.)

Mr, BEBBINGTON: 1 am not saying
that he was to blame, but I am saying that
the matter wus neglected entirely until the
hon. member for Burnett brought it for-
ward in the House, Thare are many in this
House to-night whose sons would not have
fiad an opporiunity to vote had it not been

for him. Anyhow, the less we say about
the matter the better. All the soldiers are
k now.

At 9 o'elock p.m.,
Mr. Kmwax, one of the Temporary Chair-
men, relieved the Chaivman in the chair.

Hox, W, I, BARNES: There is some
information which has not been supplied to
the Committee in connection with this vote.
The Minister promised to farnish details withi
regard to the oxpenditure of vertain money
in connection with electoral registration.

Hon. J, Muwoax ¢ I did not promise to give
each ilem.

Hov., W. H. BARNES: The Minister has
a right to furnish the Committee with full
details as fur ws possible,

Hon, J, Muttay: Your Govermmnent neyer
Furnished the details,

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Weo always had
the information, and, rsonally, [ was
always most wi]’ling to turnish information
ta the Committee about the department
under my control. This departmont last year
exceeded the vote by about £5,000 as com-
pared with the amount nﬂrmprmwd, and I
think the Minister should explain to the
Committee how that money was spent.

Hox. J. MULLAN : The hon, member for
Bulimba is much concerned about the excess

[Hon. J. A. Fihelly.
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of £4,000 add in the vote as compared with
the smount voted last year. 1 can assure
the hon. gentleman that £4,100 is exceeded
Ly one item aleme, an item which T think
the hon. gentleman will approve of, and taat
is the cost of cabling soldicrs’ votes, The
cost of cabling soldiers’ votes was £4,300,
and as there were 10,000 effactive votes cast
I think that expenditure was absolutely justi-
fied. The excess in the vote has been cansed
solely by the cfforts of this party to give
votes to the men who wore at the front.

Me. CORSER: The Minister cluims that
there was no interference by the Minster
with regard to soldiers’ votes.

The Seceerany ror Ratbways: I did not say
I “elaimed.” 1 said the fact has not been
established.

Mr. CORSER: It was not the Elvotoral
Office, but the Printing Office, which ndminis.
tered thut vote, and the Minister ought to
knaw thut.

The SecRETARY FOR RatLwars: Every cible
sent went to the elecloral offizer,

Mr. CORSER: The Minister thongit he
had seored a point on o previous aecasion hy
s.\:[ving that the soldiers’ proxy votes woeew
administered by officials of the Prmtiu%
Office. I had pru\'ioualf' triod, and frie
repeatedly, to get from the Minider a state-
ment regarding the soldiers’ votes, but be
declined to give the inforrontion.

Hon. J. MuLLAs : The roason yon could not
got tho information when you asked for it
was that the information was not to hand

Mr. CORSER: It certainly did nof rake
two years to secure that information.

Hon. J. Muttax: It took longer than youn
thought,

Mr. CORSER : The hon, gentleman claims
that the system adopted by the Government
was a cheap system for securing 10,000 votes
We know that there were nov 10,000 vates,
but that there wore only 7,000, and that those
7,000 included men who had returned Lo
Australia.  The system followed on  that
oceasion was a rotten one, but even that
system was only made possible aftar certain
anomalies and omissions had been pointed
out by members on this side of the House.

Mr. Wmrrorn: Waould {you hiuve the
effrontery to say that the soldiers would vote
aguinst this Government ¥

Me, CORSER: No, 1 would not have the
cffrontery to say that the soldiers would vote
ta say that the goldiers would not vate for
the Governmont, and that that was the
reason the Government would not give them
a vote. Mr, Ryan, in reply to o guestion [
asked, said that my statement was not
correet, and that arrangements were being
made to zive votes to the soldiers. Yet, not
wmany days after that, the “ Gazette” con-
tained a notice stating that regulations had
heen issued muaking it possible for soldiers
to vote under the system provided by Act of
Parliament.

Mr. Bresnan: And your rarty would not
give the soldiers a vote at all,

Mr. CORSER: That statement is mnot
correct  However, I must say that every
member of the Opposition, and & great many
people in the country, must be dissatisfied
with the replies we have reesived in regard
to the administration of the Electoral Office

Question put and possed.
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FRIENDLY EBOCIETIEE.

Hox. J. MULLAN: T move—That £1,740
be gramed for * Friendly Socisties.” This
gmount represents a decrease of £125 on the

amount appropriated last yewr. The con-
tingencies  show &  decrease of £23, but

incrvases have been granted to the Depure
Registrar of Friendly Socicties and other
members of the staff.

Mr., MeLACHLAN (Merthyr): Evershody
will recognise the great work that is being
done in the State of Queensland and in
the other States of the Commonwenlth
by the friendly societies, and it is becausa
1 think sufficient publieity is not given to
the reywrits of the department that | have
risen to say a few words on the matter. In
reading this very interesting report, 1 notice
that the total membership in Queensland is
63,199 : aml when we |‘e=ll}?sn that unly wboat
5 per ceut, of these members were untinancial
at the time that the report was drawn up,
it ehows the great amount of thrift that is
being displayed by the members assoriated
with these socieries,  The friendly sociery
movement is doing a great work in this State,
and they ave sbly assisted in the effarts they
are putting forth not only by the Registrar
of Friendly Societies, but by all tho officers
conneered with the department. This report
—although it is & short one—is the most
interesting document submitted to Parliament
during the year. In looking through ths
report I notice that the fotal capital of the
socicties amounts to £846,531; and. as an
avidenee of the business ability displayed by
members of friendly socicties t}iroughoni’
Queensiand, 1 find that 95.4 poe cont. of the
capital is anvested. Of eourse, one of the
great things in conmection with friendly
society work 1= ta see that the funds ave
properly invested and interest.carning, and
that the investments are such thuot moembers
penernlly will benefit by the investinents;
and that is what is happening so far us
friendly societics are concerncd,  Another
mftecesting pavagraph in tha veport is the
compnrison between the years 1917 and 1918,
and the beuefits that have been paid by
friundly sovieties ta thair members during the
vear, T find that the toinl receipts during
the yenr nmounted to £172,248, aud the dis-
buorscments were—,

1917, 1918.
Bick puy .. . £38,714 £44,330
Movtalicy benefits  £27,323 434,759
Medieal attendanen
el modiciun £56.951 ChuLB44
G o totul du 1917 of C12B.908 w»r wymins

£139.933 in 1918. The tably shows that dupe-
ing the last ten years a sum of £1,101,117 has
beew distvibuted to the members and tueir
dopendonts in comnneetion with friendly sopivry
work in the Stie of Quecusland.  Wlhon we
rialise that that awonmt of money line been
distributed. and that the monoey is iaised Ly
small suliseriprious Irom the members of the
dilfarent societivs, one muet reallse the groat
work that is Deing done, and 1 eovtuinly
think the Goavernment iz doing 1he proper
thing in cooconraging the friondly soviety
movement in every way it can. Another
phase of the question is the martey of the
nuniber of members of Friendly soeicties who'
did service during the war. A great number
went to the front, and a great percentage of
those who did go away offered * the suprome
saerifice’” ;. but notwithstanding the faet that

1820—8 0
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those members and their payvments were taken
from the society during the term of the war,
in nearly all instances—I think in connection
with all the socieries the members were
relieved of their contributions—their benefits
were continued in the same way as if they
weve paving  contributions.  (Hear, hear!)
The sccieties recognised it was their duty
to do that for the nien who had gone to the
front. "here i& a paragraph in the report
which refers to the amount of money that haa
been paid in death claims, and it reads as
follows;—

“ The actual payments for claims at
deaths jncreassd by £4,68] in 1915, £3.619
in 1916, £12,117 in 1917, £19.553 in 1918
over 1914, The increuses are attributable
tu she war, as the mortality experienced,
i xeluding military cases, was under expee-
tation.  Notwithstanding the abnormal
drain on the funcral funds, the stability
of the societies us a whole is not seriously
atfeered, as £193,687 was added to capital
during the last four years.”

This is w very creditable position for the
societies to find themselves in after the great
strain placed upon them during the war.  The
Minister, in speaking of the increases that
have been given, montioned that theve has
been an increase given to the Depury Regis-
trar. I am very glad to hear that, because
I notiee this report 15 signed by the Deputy
Registrar, it having been compiled and issued
wiile the Registrur of Friendly Societies was
dway uwn #ix months’ leave of absence. I,
having a vood desl to du with friendly
soeteries in Brisbane, and in Southern Queens-
tmd generally, know the great smount of
good work that is being done by the Deputy
Registrur.  Mr, Rendle has told me of the
gord vark the Depury Registear is doing,
and eulogises his ability 1n the office of
deputy.  In the State of Queensland, friendly
societies must recognise that the Government
are doing a good deal for them, inasmuch as
they assist in connection with the interest
allowed by the Bavings Bank.,. We got full
interest on all deposits, no matter how big
the amount may be, and we are roliev.d from
stamp duty in the matter of receipts, and in
connection with moneys that are paid in the
<hape of mortality ar funeral payments, Tha
Savines Bank in Queensland has become a
bepk of issue so fur as the friendly socicties
are coneernod, nnd the societies are now able
to deaw chenues and operate on their accounts
10 the same way as with the associated banks.
This i3 a watter that we ebdesvonred for
uire wo nwmber of years to hove brought
sbour, and L oo vory glad now to see that
it iz an aceomplished fact, While the Govern-
ment of Quensland is assisting the fricadly
SOUEEY net ment in many ways, I must say
that we are not getting the assistance from
the Comumonwealth Goverminent thar I think
we should wer.  Just s a case in point., To
show that mor« might be done by the Com-
wionwealth Cosvernment, I would point out
that when the new postage rates were intro-
ileed the Commonwealth Government were
nskad  te ullow the friendly societies in
Queensland to wo on at the old rare of
postace. and that some coneession might

mudde in sending printed matter throngh the
wel. but we were unsnceessful in secusing
troni the Commuonwenlth Government that
which we thought we were entitled to get,
Huowever, we are hoping that the exsmple sot
by the State Government of Queensland and
by the Governments of other States wil. be

Myr. McLachian.]
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followed by the Commonwealth, and that
they will render nll assistance possible to
the friendly societies. I am pleased to see
the nature of the veport and to hear what
the Minister says about the office.

Mpr, ROBERTS: The hon. member for
Mertnyr certainly opened the debate on this
vote in a very camprehensive way. L thought
to somme exteént it was going to free from
party polities, but he Hoished up not alta-
gether satisfaotorily. 1 would ask the hon.
rentleman, as he has seen fit to raise the
Juestion, as one who is keeuly interested in
the friendly societies movement, how much
‘have this Government done for the friendly
sovioties® Might I remind him that the Act
wunder which we operate was passed by a
previous Liberal Government. and the con-
wpasions af which he speaks were made opera-
tive, as far as tha Savings Bank is con.
werned—and that is the latest—by the hon.
member for Bulimba when Treasurer.

Mr,

MeLacurax: I did not take ecredit

to myself for that, did 17 1 said “the
Stiute Government of Queensland.”
M. ROBERTS: Anyone reading the hon.

member's remarks to-morrow would assume
that he was dealing with something to which
thiz= report added significance. There is
nothing new in those concessions; they are
well known to friendly societies, and have
hoen necopted,  Queensland did not give the
lead in regard to those things, either. They
were given by New South Wales and Victoria
lone before wen like myself could induce the
Queensland—even a Liberal—Government to
Fi\'e us similar concessions, I am pleased to
inow, also, with the hou, member for Merthyr,
that we were able at a certain date prior to
the advent of this Government to get those
srivileges  for the friendly societies of

ueensland.  In reference to the gentleman
who has signed this repoer, when Mr, Scott
went along to the office he took with him an
experience of a number of years in active
friondly society work, It must be recog-
nised that, knowing the work of friendly
sacieties, and being a successful secretary
af a friendly =ociety in Queensland, he was
fitted to grapple with the position satis.
factorily. %ram pleased to know that in Mr.
Rendle and Mr., Seott we hive two officers
who ave very keen in their intevest for
iriendly societies, and particularly keen
to see that the things which members
pay for are there when necessity arises and
ther are required. Tf the hon. member for
Merthyr wants to do anvthing to help friend!;
societies, thera is u field in whien he can
work in gaiping advantages which have been
iven to friendly societies in another State.

am golng to touch on another matter first.
One of the things which has saved Queens-
land friendly societies—perhaps to the detri-
ment of some members of friendly societies—
has been the decision of the Attorney-General
in Queensland, as against the other Stafes
that soldiers could not be claimants on the
sick fund, That is what has put Queensland.
just at this moment. in the. perhaps, for-
tunate position that they have come through
four vears of war, Nao reference is made to
it in this repert, Perhaps it was lost sight
of, But, as one who studies the movement,
T realise that that has put us in the position
in which we find ourselves, TIn New South
Wales a tremendons sumt of money has had
to be paid from the sick fund, and the same

[Mr. MeLachlan.
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thing haz aceurred in Victoria. I wani bo
guote from the latest report of the frieadly
soeieties in  Victoria—1917-1918—because, as
one who 1z kecnly interested in the move-
ment, [ realise that we have not done with
the deainage s the resule of the war. 1
have instanced this in places wheve I have
been  speaking on  differant oecasions on
friendly =society work, As no allusion s
made to it in this report, and as in New
South Wales they ave feeling it considerably,
it is a8 well that we get it on record, so that
imen who road the debate on this vote will
be able to give some aftention to it, What
does the Registrar of Friendly Societies in
Victoria say? He says—

“1 peferred in my report of last year
to the effect produced by the war on the
sickness and morpality rates at young
ages, and to the possibility that membars
of societies who have been on active ser-
vice during the present war may for a
lang time after returuing to civil life be
sulnect to higher thun normal rates of
sickness.  While a considerable amount
of information is now available in regapd
to the sims which have been paid by
societivs in sickness and funeral benefits
on aecount of members on active service,
it iz impossible to predict the amount by
whicli the total of such payments for the
whole period of the war will exceed the
expoctation according to the standard
table used in the valnations. Alse, 7o
estimate con be formed at this =tage of
the extent to which the labilities of
sovieties will be affected by the [uture
sickness and mortality expericnce of mem-
bers who have taken an aetive part in
the war. 1 have, accordingly, made no
provision in the valuations for losses
which may oceur owing to these canses”

That ix supported in New South Wales by
actual experience, 1 was looking through one
of tho societies’ books a few weeks ago, and
I find that the applications which have been
made for siclk pay are remarlkable in connec-
tion with men who have returned; that is,
the short periods which theyx claim. They
claim for a few weeks, zo hack to work, and
unfortunstely another attack of illness contes
along and they become eluimunts again, It
is an indication that we are going to have o
somowhat heavy drain in connection with
this matter, and it will appeal to Queensland
for the reason that when vou look at the
registrar’s report he points out that, after
you take into consideration the contributions
the members have made and the elaims made
aguinst the societies, it only works out to the
eredit of 2d, per member. That is rather
interesting. and it shows that we want to
he exceedingly careful. The hon. member
for Merthyr rather anticipated my remarks
in regard to one thing. I have the New
South Wales report of 1919, wluch reaiy
refers to the work of 1918, T propese to read
two or three passages, because it is wvery
interosting. and it certainly deals with =ub-
vention. 1 fail to see wheroe this Government
have given any mew concessions to friendly
societips. 1f there are any, 1 would be glad
fo know what they are. I want to show
where ther can assist the societies. and there
iz a reazon why they should de =o.

Mr. MreLacHLAY : You also kuow I advo-
cated subvention when the other Government
were i power,

Mr. ROBERTS: T will give the hon. mem-
her credit for snything he has done. There
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is no party spirit with me in this matter.
“This is what the Registrar-General in New
WSouth Wales says—

“A most important innovation was
made in 1908, when, upon my represen-
tations, the Subventions to Friendly
Societies Act, 1908, now Part VIIL of
the Friendly Societies Act, 1912, was
passed. Under its provisions the State
pays the whole sickness cost for male
members aged sixty-five years and over
and for female members aged sixty years
and over, provided that the amount pay-
able in each case shall not exceed 5s. per
week, The State also bears half the cost
of sick pay to members under those ages
for all sickness after the illness has
continued for twelve months, provided

. such half cost shall not exceed 5s. per
week. :

“By means of this subvention the
societies are relieved of the greater por-
tion of the burden of providing sick pay
for their aged members, and are, more-
over, enabled to guarantee sick pay
during the whole duration of illness.”’

79.30 p.m.]

“ By another provision aged members
have been relieved of the payment of any
contributions except those for purely
management purposes, as the State pays
the contributions which are necessary tc
provide funeral donation and for needical
attendance and medicine for such mem-
bers, while under the scales of contribu-
tions now in force male members’ con-
tributions to the sick fund cease at the
age of sixty-five, and female members’
contributions cease at age sixty.”

"Then comes this paragraph, to which I wish
40 direct particular attention—

“The Act has proved a great bron to
all societies, and more especially to those
having a large proportion of aged mem-
bers. The claims made by the societies
up to the end of 1917, and paid afier
examination, amounted to £185,455. Of
this total. £179,618 was paid before the
end of 1918, and the balance was held
over until the current year, pending
verification of claims,”

‘There is something solid—something done,
“The report continues—

“ In addition to the financial assistance
thus afforded, the societies have been
relieved of the payment of fees for ser-
vices rendered by the registrar. Friendly
societies have always been exempt from
direct taxation, and it appeared to me
anomalous that they should be required
to pay fees for such services; accord-
ingly, when the matter was referred to
me by the Chief Secretary, I recom-
mended the abolition of practically the
whole of the fees hitherto payable. My
recommendations were adopted.” )

‘That is the position in New South Wales,
and I was glad to hear the hon. member
say that there was a time when the matter
was mooted in Queensland, though it is a
remarkable thing that it was when there
was another Government in power. I do
ot remember the hon. member having made
any attempt since the present Government
‘came 1nto power to get anything further
done. There was a time when he was not
afraid to ask that a subvention should be
granted to Queensland friendly societies.
There was a time also when this House
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carried a resolution declaring that it was
advisable that a subvention should be granted
by the Government. If the hon. member
for Merthyr is looking after the inferests
of the members of friendly societies, what
has he been doing in caucus since that resolu-
tion was carried? Has he not got any
influence with the Government, or has he
not got sufficient support from _friendly
society men in the party to help him and
take the matter further? What was the good
of those men supporting that resolution?
Evidently, their object was to burke discus-
sion when they affirmed the principle that it
was advisable that a subvention scheme
should be applied in Queensland, and then
did nothing further when sitting behind the
Government. I know that here, as in New
South Wales, there are differences of opinion
among the members of friendly societies
themselves on the subject; but that is not
the point with the Government. I venture
to say that the Government have not recog-
nised that, and, in any case, they have given
no explanation of their inaction. I asked a
question some months ago as to what was
the position, and I was then told that the
matter was under consideration. They could
easily have said that, owing to the difference
of opinion among the members of friendly
societies in Queensland, it was not deemed
advisable to give effect to the resolution,
and that would have been an end of the
matter. There is a special reason why the
New South Wales principle should be
adopted in Queensland. I stated on another
occasion in this Chamber the difference it
would make to the friendly societies. I could
tell hon. members the position in New South
Wales during the last twelve months, and
how it has affected their funds during the
war period, and what they have been able
to do owing to the assistance given them by
the Government. This must also be borne
in mind : That when a member of a friendly
society comes to this State from New South
Wales he is not likely to withdraw his
clearance from New South Wales. It is to
his advantage that he should keep on the
books of his society in New South Wales;
and that is what is happening in many
instances. They are not likely to ask fo
be transferred to the Queensland societies,
because they have something to lose. If
some of the States do not get a move on,
probably there will be a Commonwealth
friendly society movement and a Common-
wealth Friendly Societies Act passed, and
the benefits will apply to all the States. A
movement in that direction is already on
foot. Years ago there was a proposal made
for the inauguration of a Commonwealth
friendly society movement, and when there
is such an amount of differentiation between
the States the movement is bound to go
ahead. If any assistance is given by this
Government to the friendly societies, 1 shall
be only to pleased to acknowledge it; but at
present I do not know of any such assistance.
I am not going to say that the Government
are opposed to friendly societies, but I am
not going to allow an hon. member on the
other side to talk as if all that had been
done for friendly societies in Queensland
had been done by the present Government,
The Act itself and any benefits that have
acerued under the Act were all made avail-
able before this Government came into office.

My, McLacHLAN: I said the State Govern-
ment—nof this Government.

Question put and passed.

Mr. Roberts.)
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PARLIAMENTARY DRAFTSMAN,

" Hon. J, MULLAN: I move—That £650
be granted for “ Parliamentary Draftsman.”
There is no change in the vote.

Question put and passed.

PUBLIC SERVICE SUPERANNTUATION BOARD.

Hox. J. MULLAN: I move—That £1,380
be granted for “ Public Service Supelannua—
tion Board.” This amount represents an
increase of £295 on last year’s vote, salaries
being increased by £270, and conmngencles
by £25. The increases set down for the
clerks are in pursuance of the public service
classification scheme.

How, W. H. BARNES: Before the vote
goes through, I would like some explanation
from the Minister as to the necessity for
increasing the number of clerks this year
from three to five. Has the work grown to
such an extent that the clerical staff pre-
viously provided was not sufficient, or are
there any other reasons to account for this
increase? The point I wish specially to
make—I do not say that it applies specially
to this branch of the service, but this is one
of the phases of the work of ‘the Government
that has to be very closely watched by the
Opposition—ig that ‘there is a move in many
departments in_the direction of putting on
extra men, and this is one of the things
which account for the increased amount of
money that has to be provided on the Esti-
mates, not so much by reason of the fact
that the departments themselves require
more men, but for other reasons. I want to
know what the explanation is.

The HoMe SECRETARY: What might those
“ other reasons’ be?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The Minister will
have an opportunity of saying what other
reasons there are himself.

The Hove SECRETARY : You are making the
statement.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man knows so well that there is no need for
me to repeat what he knows.

The Hour Secrersry: I know there is
something sinister in what you say.

Hox. W. H. BARNES : The Minister tries
to get very nasty sometimes, but if he has
a clear consclence it is all 11ﬂht I notice
that, generally speaking, he has a book in
his hand, but somehow or other he cannot
concentrate his thoughts upon the book.
Other things occupy his mind, and it may
be that there are certain w orkmgs going on
which draw his attention from the book,
apparently very interesting.

Tha Houe SecRETARY: Not getting my
relative out of gaol.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: That is not cor-

The Houe SECEETARY: You are very [ree
in yvour statements. I will give you one for
one.

Hox. W. . BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man 1is incorrect.

The Hoar SecreTARY : It is absolutely true,
* on the statement of the Attorney-General. .

[Hon. J. Mullan.
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Hox., W. H. BARNES: I challenge the
hon, gentleman to prove it. It has nothing
to do with this vote, and I would like the
hon. gentleman, after accepting my assur-
ance—and the hon. gentleman has to do that
—to accept my word that I have no relative
that I got out of gaol.

The Houe SecReTsRY: I have to do that,
even if it is untrue.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man dare not make that statement outside.

The Houg SECRETARY : One of your Minister
friends made it.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I challenge the
hon. gentleman. We are both wandering;
but the Minister, who is always trying to be
vindictive, is endeavouring to draw me off
the track. He knows a great deal better
about some of those happenings in the North,
in which he figured, which I need not detail
to-night.

The Howms SECRETARY: I never used my
position -as a Minister to get my relatives.
out of gaol

Hox. W. H. BARXES: I say that that is
a falsehood. The statement is incorrect.

The Homr SeCcRETARY: I will give you one
for one.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I want to know
why there has been this increase in this par-
ticular vote in such a small department. It
may be that the work has grown to such an
extent that it is necessary to have an increase.

Hox. J. MULLAN: In reply to the hon.
gentleman, the reason why the staff has been
increased by two clerks is because of the
extension of business, and the action was
taken by the Government on the representa-
tions of the board to that effect.

Mr. FRY: I see that members of the
board are paid £1 1s. for attendance at
meetings, and it is just as well that we know
how many times the board meets. Some of
the unemployed would like to attend meet-
ings at the same remuneration.

Hon. J. Mrvtrrax: I understand that they
meet on an average about once a month.
Of course, they meet oftener if required.

Question put and passed.

SHERIFY.

Hox., J. MULLAN: I move—That £3.98%
he granted for ** Sheriff.” The amount repre-
sents a decrease on last year’s vote of £270.

Mr. FRY : I notice that the amount paid
to bailiffs in various parts of Queensland is
very small, some being paid as low as £4C
per annum; and unless a man engages in
some other work, he cannot live upon that.
I would like to call attention to the fees
paid to jurou and to ask whether it is the
mtentlon of the Goxexnment to grant an
increase of fees and give proper remunera-
tion to those men who are called away from
their daily avocation to act as jurors. They
have to listen to the evidence in the cases,
their powers being taxed to the utmost, and
in criminal cases to take the responsibility
of saying whether a man is guilty or not
guilty of the erime with which he is charged.
This affects the man who works for a daily
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wage more than a man who receives a yearly
salary, as he loses his wages, and it is not a
fair thing to ask him to act as juror for
such a small remuneration.

Hox. J. MULLAN : The present rates of
remuneration for jurymen are 10s., 1lls., and
125, a day in the South, Centre, and North,
respectively. There seems to be a good deal
in what the hon. member says, and I have
no doubt that his representations will be
«considered.

Mr. Fry: I am pleased that the Minister
has taken the view which he has expressed.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: This
Government increased the jury fees.

Mr. FRY': I am not questioning that. I
am only drawing attention to the state of
affairs that exists to-day. It does not affect
members of Parliament; if it did, we would
soon get a decent increase. The poor man
is usually called upon to sit on juries, and
it is taxing his honour and putting on him a
responsibility for which he should be amply
paid. At any rate. he should not lose any-
thing by doing something for his countsy.

Mr. ROBERTS: I raised this question
last year, when I pointed out that they were
not only paid below award rates but that
sometimes they went along and found that
they were not wanted, because since the
evening before the court had adjourned,
having finished the last case on the list, and
_they were not paid at all for that day. After-
wards I got a letter from the Minister for
Justice to the effect that they paid all the
country men, but that the town men could
read the papers before they went to work
in the morning and would thus be able to see
whether they were required. That is most
unsatisfactory. Surely, the Minister does not
expest jurors to go out and get a newspaper
and depend on it as to their attendance at
an important court. I think the Minister
will see that a man cannot he expected to
take his instructions from a newspaper report.
A newspaper has been quoted here this
afternoon, and we have been told that some-
one else only has authority, If a juror
did not turn up, and was called before the
court, the judge would want to know why
he had not attended, and he might not be
satisfied with the "statement that he had
depended on a newspaper. I think that so
long as the court is sitting the man should
be paid til! he is notified by some satisfactory
method that he is not required.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The Minister cer-
tainly said that the matter would be con-
sidered. The fact remains, however, that
a living wage of so much per day has been
-established. I am sure that the Minister wili
not contend that 10s. is a living wage—that
is, if he is going to live up to the principies
laid down very frequently by members of this
House. I do not think that it is a fair thing
that a painter getting 18s. 6d. a day should
lose his day’s work and then get only 10s.

Hon. J. MrLLAN: When the hon, member
was in office he only got 8s.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The cost of living
then was only about half what it is to-day.
I am sure, Mr. Kirwan, that, as you are a
student of this House, you will have noticed
how the Minister, though he is only a junior
in the ranks, has got the same complaint
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as the other Ministers, and at every oppor-
tunity tries to sidetrack and point to what
the other fellow did. The fact remains that
this Government, at election- time, said that
if they were returned the cost of living would
come down by 50 per cent., but since they
have been in power the cost of living has
gone up by more than that, and, like Johnny
Walker, is still going strong. Is it fair to
reputable men to tell them that they must
do something for their country and then
add, “ Thank you; we will give you about
half what you are entitled to”? The Min-
ister has said that he will give the matter
consideration—we have heard a good deal of
‘* consideration in due course”’—and I hope
he will give it favourable consideration, and
urge it upon his colleagues, so that justice
may be done to those men who serve the
country in a capacity which is very neces-
sary in these days when there is a tendency
to overlook some of those things that do
happen and to give a clean sheet when there
should be no clean sheet. .

Me. CORSER: I should like to add to
the suggestion of the hon. member for
Bulimba. I think that “ Knibbs”—so often
quoted by the Labour party—shows that the
cost of living has increased by about 72 or
73 per cent. since they came into office, and
I do not think that the Minister has made
provision for anything like that. Jurors have
to attend under compulsion, and anybody who
does anything for the State by compulsion
should receive a fair amount for the time
he puts in. The Australian resents more
than anything else being dictated to by a
power he has to obey, and it is hard to be
called up and locked up to perspire
while other people outside are wondering
what the verdict will be. The duty is an
unpleasant one, and I hope that the Minister
next vear will provide for an_increase in
the vote instead of a decrease. I notice that
most of the departments this year show
increases. Fven in the burial of paupers and
the examination of lunatics there were in-
creases, anticipating the results of the Govern-
ment’s actions, and I cannot see why the

jurors’ charge should be reduced.

110 p.m.] We have had just as many

occasions to carry out the law
during the last twelve months as in the past.
I cannot see why the appropriation is less
this vear than it was last year, and I hope
the Minister will be reasonable, and give us
some idea of the Government’s intentions in
the matter.

At 10 o’clock p.m., )
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair.
Question put and passed.

STAMP DUTIES OFFICE.

Hox. J. MULLAN: I move—That £5,470
be granted for ** Stamp Duties Office.”” There
is an increase of £380 in this vote,

Hox. W. H. BARNES: This is another
case in which ‘‘Contingencies’” score. If
there is one thing that is more noticeable
than another in regard to these Estimates,
it is the way in which contingencies score
and come out on top. It is e very con-
venient way of rolling up expenditure to
increase the vote for contingencies and

incidentals from £1,000 to £1,300, and I hope
Hon. W. H. Barnes.]
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the Minister will explain how that increase
is made up. It may be that the expenditure
for last year was greater than the amount
voted, and, if so, the Minister should explain
that to the Committee. I shall also be very
much obliged to the hon. gentleman if he
will tell the Committee what rate of com-
mission is paid to Commonwealth officials for
the sale of duty stamps.

Hon. J. MvuLrax: One and a-half per cent.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I should also like
to know if there is reciprocity on the part of
the Commonwealth as far as the sale of
postage stamps by Queensland Government
officials is concerned.

Hox. J. MULLAN: The Commonwealth
pay no commission on the sale of postage
stamps by Queensland Government officials.
The increase in the amount for contingencies
is mainly caused by the increased cost of
stationery and printing, which are very big
items at the present time,

Myr. CORSER: I should like to know if
it is necessary that the department should
impose a tax in the shape of stamp duty on
cream suppliers. At the present time cream
suppliers have to provide a duty stamp when
they are paid their cheques, and to go
through all sorts of formalities which were
not required previously. Considering that
the payments for cream are really the wages
of the man in the country and his family,
I would ask the hon. gentleman if it is a
correct thing to tax his wages—for this
stamp duty really means a tax? An ordinary
wages man is not required to affix a stamp
duty to the receipt for his wages, and I
think the same principle should apply to the
wages of a cream supplier. I feel sure that
if the Minister for Agriculture had been
present when this stamp duty tax was
imposed, he would not have allowed it to go
through.

Hon. J. MuLran: What amount would the
payment of that duty mean to a prosperous
farmer in a year?

Mr, CORSER: Considering that there are
no prosperous farmers, your question is a bit
of a conundrum.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It would
mean lIs. a year.

Mr. CORSER: What would it mean to
the -erdinary worker? It is an outrageous
tax, and cannot be explained by the Minister.
If it is such a small thing, why do they
descend to such tactics in order to get a
penny or two a month out of the farmer?
Why unnecessarily hamper him in that
regard ? .

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Why not
wipe out the stamp duty altogether?

Mr. CORSER: Why not extend it to all
labour?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: What do you
suggest?

Mr. CORSER : I suggest that every means
of taxing the farmer should not be the
policy of the future.

The HOME SECRETARY :
children go to school?

Mr. CORSER: Of course they do, and
these actions of the Government are to try
and keep them home to earn their bread.
But I am going to stop that. Rvery bit of

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.

Do the farmers’
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taxation makes it harder for those farmers.
to send their children to school.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Why did
you not complain when the Act was going
through ?

Mr. CORSER: It is not the Act; it is
the administration that we complain about.
(Hear, hear!) And why did not the Minister
for Agriculture see that that was not brought
about? The Minister did not explain what
these stampers arve, and I see that the-
inspector has received an increase of £20.
I do not know whether this increw.» has
been brought about by Mr. Stor, . i(pur
or not; but, if so, it is not very much. A
matter for inquiry is the item for the
“ Deputy Commissioner of Stamp Duties.”
There is one for three months at £370 and
for three months at £335, and one for nine-
months at £380. In 1918 there was £640
voted, while for the present year only £462.
is asked. The Minister has not attempted
to explain that position, but I would prefer
the Minister to explain the injustice that is
being done to the farmers.

My, BEBBINGTON: Ministers and hon.
members on the other side complain bitterly
about a poll tax, but they do not hesitate
to put a poll tax on the farmers. They are
the first people who have put this special
poll tax on to the small farmers of Queens-
land. They could not get any land tax,
and the farmer had no income, but he was
bound to turn over something if he had to
live. Even if it cost him more to produce
his milk than he got for it, he must pay the
tax. This is a poll-tax Government. There-
is no question about that. In order fto
extract money from the farmers, they are
sending all sorts of threatening letters
through the Insurance Department.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : Who circu-
lated the poll tax amendment? (Laughter.)

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Who circulated that
threatening letter through the Insurance-
Department? They are extracting every
possible penny they can from the man on
the land. If they had any sympathy for
the man on the land at all, after the drought
he has gone through during the last six or
nine months, they would not impose this
tax. Many of the farmers have been paying
to the factories more for feed than they
received for their milk, and yet they have
had to pay this poll tax.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: How
would they pay stamp duty if they received
no cheques?

Mr. BEBBINGTON : They have been pay-
ing £15 or £20 a ton for chaff—the Minister
ought to know that—and they turned that into
milk, and received only half back from the
factory; and yet he still claims his polk
tax. There are many who have not had &
single penny income for the last six or nine
months, and I guarantee these people have
had to pay as much as 10s. or 12s¢. stamp
duty.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
shillings stamp duty?

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Threepence a month
for nine months, that is 2s. 3d. (Loud
laughter.) I put it down at the lowest. The
Government follow a man into the bush
and claim their 3d., even if the farmer has:
had to draw money out of the bank to
keep his cattle. A more contemptible actiom

Twelve:
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on the part of any Government 1 never saw.
Talk about a poll tax! A poll tax is not
half as bad as that. I sincerely hope the
Minister for Agriculture, if he has any
sympathy for the man on the land—

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I have.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Well, if you have,
take off that tax, and prove your sympathy
by your actions.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Why did
you say 10s. or 12s.?

Mr. ROBERTS: All documents, irrespec-
tive of their value, as far as Southern
Queensland is concerned, have to come to
Brisbane to be stamped. This is a consider-
able inconvenience to people in the country,
and consideration might be given to the
question of whether facilities could not be
offered to settlers in the Toowoomba, Mary-
borough, and Ipswich districts for stamping
up to a certain value at the office of the
clerk of petty sessions.

Question put and passed.

SUPREME COURTS.

Hox. J. MULLAN: I move—That £9,886
be granted in respect of ‘ Supreme Courts.”
This vote shows a reduction of £30. The
amount asked for on account of ‘ Contin-
gencies >’ is considered to be sufficient. Last
year we spent on allowances to witnesses a
sum of £1,449, and £1,500, it is considered,
will be ample for this year.

Mr. GUNN: I would like to ask who is
the Attorney-General now? Have we an
Attorney-General ?

Hon. J. MurLan: The powers are vested
in the Minister for Justice.

Mr. CORSER: I would like to have some
information as to what is intended to be
done with the present judges, and if there
is anything in the contention of the late
Premier.

The SECRETARY ror Rarwwavs: Not that he
knows of.

Mr, CORSER: I thought that, by reason
of his convenient political interpretations of
many Acts, he would be rather a suitable
gentleman to have as Chief Justice at the
present time.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You do not
propose to assassinate the present men, do
you ?

Mr. CORSER: I wondered what you were
going to do with them when you had passed
the Judges Retirement Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! We are not
dealing with that Bill. That is not the
question before the Committee.

Mr. CORSER: We would not like any
injustice to be done to gentlemen who have
carried the office with dignity and fairness
throughout. I think nothing can be said of
the Supreme Court other than that it has
done honour to the State. We can be proud
of the fact that nothing of a political tone
can enter it. I hope Queensland will long
remain in the glorious position it has occu-
pied in the past with regard to this vote.
We hope that the court will be kept clean
of the political state of affairs that exists
wherever Labour has been in power. In the
past it was never questiomed, but at the
present time it is questionable from the fact
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that we know strings are being pulled to-
try and get their own way in the courts of
Justice,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Do youw
impugn the integrity of the present Chief’
Justice?

Mr. CORSER: No. I would not follow:
the arguments of the Minister for Railways-
in that matter. I hope the Minister is not.
going to do anything contrary to decency.

Question put and passed.

TITLES.

Hon. J. MULLAN : T move—That £13610:
be granted for ¢ Titles.” This shows an
increase of £974. Salaries have increased by
£784 and ‘ Contingencies”’ by £170. During
the year the Registrar (Mr. Mitchell) was.
retired after a long and successful career.
Mr. Bradfield was appointed Registrar on
1st October, 1919. Mr. Gore Jones, Master
of Titles, retired after many years of honour-
able service, and on lst October, 1919, Mr,
MacGinley was appointed as Legal Adviser
and Master of Titles at a salary of £475.
Other increases have been granted to various
officers,

Mr. SIZER: I would like the Minister
to inquire into the complaints made by
members on both sides of the House
with regard to the extraordinary length.
of time it takes to get titles through
the department. I do mnot know what
the cause of the delay is. I would like
to ask, also, if the Minister intends to take-
any notice of the request made to his pre-
decessor to make provision for the registra-
tion of land and estate agents. What has.
brought the question to my mind is the case-
which is going on in the courts at the present:
time.

Hox. J. MULLAN: There is a great deal.
in the hon. member’s contention that the-
agents should be registered, and I will give-
favourable consideration to the matter.

Mr. FRY: 1 think it will not do any
harm to keep on pointing out that the inci-
dentals are swelling up. We know it is all
coming out of the public purse,

Question put and passed.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND STOCK.

CHIEF OFFICE.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
I beg to move—That £27,177 be granted for-
“ Chief Office.” This shows an increase of
£3,671. Chief Office salaries are responsible
for £2,811 of that sum, the principal cause-
being increases to the staff. There are-
fourteen officers more than there were in.
and the increased activity in the-
branches of the Director of Fruit Culture,
the Director of Agriculture, and the Pure
Seeds has necessitated the appointment of’
more officers. There have been substantial
increases, too, to practically all officers:
under the classification.

At half-past 10 o’clock p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN said: Under Standing-
Order No. 306, I must now leave the chair,
and make my report to the House.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re-
ported progress, and the Committee obtained?
leave to sit again to-morrow.

Mr. AS’TI’!/.':t;?..:E
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FACTORIES AND SHOPS ACTS AMEND-
MENT BILL.

Seconp Reapive.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS :
Thl_s is really a Committee Bill. It is
desigred to remove certain anomalios in the
principal Act and to prevent evasions. It
will be necessary for me to refer briefly to
some of the clauses in order to explain the
preposed alterations. Section 4 of the prin-
cipal Act expresses definitions of * bake-
house” and also of employee.” (lause 2
of the Bill proposes to make clear the defini-
fion, and to provide that it shall include an
hotel. That was the intention of the original
-section.  According to legal authorities, there
is some degree of ambiguity on the subject
at the present time, and the clause will make
the matter quite clear. It is also proposed
to delete certain superfluous words regardiny
the meaning of “ clerical worker’ in the
definition of “ employee,” and also certain

misleading words regarding the meaning ot

“rcarter.” Section 4 also expresses the
-definition of “ night.”” It is proposed
o repeal that definition. There is no

definition of * day,” and the present defini-

tion of  * night” might be misleading,
especially in view of recent industrial legis-

fation and industrial awards. Clause 3

proposes to add to section 7 of the pricipal

Act a provision making it an offence to
occupy a shop not registered, or a failure to

renew registration on or before 3lst January

in each yvear. This will simplify and
:strengthen the present section without making
any material alteration. The innovation is
proposed as the result of the opinion of
the Crown Law Officers. Section 27 deals
with the sanitation of factories and
workshops.  Clause 4 adds a new sub-
<lause to the section, which provides that
the section shall apply to wharves and
to buildings thereon, with certain qualifiea-
tions expressed in the clause. The reason
for the alteration is obvious. Tt is necessary
with respect to sanitary and lavatory accom-
modation for employees taking meals on the
* wharves. Clause 5 deals with the question
of exempted shops. Section 50 sets out the
list of exempted shops. Clause 5 secks to
remove tobacconists’ shops from the list of
exempted shops, but it is now proposed to
delete the clause, which was originally in-
serted as the result of a deputation which
waited on the ex-Minister for Public Works,
who took it that the representation made to
him on the subject was fairly’ unanimous.

But as the result of a subsequent deputation
‘to myself, as Secretary for Public Works, and

@Iso to the ex-Minister, who is now Premier,

1t has been decided for the present to delete

the clause. .

Mr, Fry: Does that mean that the small
tobacconists will be allowed to carry on as
at present?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS :
Yes. Section 52 provides the machinery for
‘taking a poll for the weekly half-holiday in
the various districts. Clause 7 proposes to
repeal the first nine subsections of the section.
"The object of the repeal is to make provision
for a general Saturday half-holiday. This
was attempted in 1916, and a provision to
that effect was passed by this House, but
1t was rejected by the Council, and—rather

[Hon. J. Larcombe.
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than lose the Bill—the Government agreed
to the amendmenst suggested by the Council.
It is proposed now to make the Saturday
half-holiday general wherever the Act
applics. At present each district may choose
its own half-holiday, and may alter it once
in every three years, but there is a growing
tendency in favour of Saturday as a universal
half-holiday. At present out of 118 districts
seventy-eight observe Saturday, and the
tendency of industrial awards is in favour of
making that the day on which the weekly
half-holiday shall be observed. In many
cases the result of the poll conflicts with the
industrial awards, and that is unsatisfactory.

Mr. RoBERTS: Do you remember the poll
at Bundaberg?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
I cannot say that I remember.

Mr. RoBerTs: The State shop practically
broke the law there, didn’t it?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Wherever the Act applies, Saturday will be
obhserved as the weekly half-holiday. TUnder
certain industrial awards the employees have
been granted the weekly half-holiday on
Saturday, whereas the shops are closed on
some other day—say Thursday—and that is
unsatisfactory. Section 56 deals with the
carters’ half-holiday, and provides that
they shall have a half-holiday on some work-
ing dey in each week. That is a disadvant-
age, and it is proposed to give the carters
their half-holiday on the prescribed weekly
half-holiday. That is, where Saturday is the
day fixed for the half-holiday, they must
have their half-holiday on that day and not
on some other day in the weck. The clause
also provides that it shall not be lawful for
any occupant of any factory or shop to cars
or deliver, or permit any person in his
employment to cart or deliver any goods on
the weekly half-holiday; or, where any indus-
trial agreement provides a weekly whole
holiday for carters, the preceding provision
shall apply to the whole of such weekly
holiday. It is unlawful, therefore, for the
carter himself, or for an occupier, if he is
not an employee, to deliver goods upon the
preseribed half-holiday. The object is to
prevent unfair competition. Notwithstand
ing that a carter may not be an employee. it
is not permissible for him to deliver on the
half-holiday. Section 56 of the original Act
provides that no occupier of any shop or
factory shall employ a carter for a longer
period than fifty-three hours per week.
Clause 9 of the Bill reduces the hours to
forty-eight. The change is made in con-
formity with the weekly limitation of
ordinary working hours. as laid down in
seetion 10 of the Industrial Arbitration Act.
It will be unlawful for a carter to work
overtime in excess of the working hours pre-
scribed when the Bill comes into operation,
Overtime must not be worked after 1 p.m.
on the Saturday half-holiday, nor _befor,e
starting time or closing time named in any
award under the Industrial Arbitration Act.
It is quite possible that the hours between
opening and closing may be twelve, and the
hours fixed for working might be eight, and
a man would be entitled to four hours over-
time. Tt is not legal for him to work outside
the hours I have mentioned.

Mr. Fry: Would this prevent licensed cab
men from carrying parcels after those hours?
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
It all depends, if he is engaged rhainly in
that work, it might. With 19gard to carters’
hours of emplownent it will not be lawful
for any occupier of any factory or shop to
.cart or permit any person to cart on Sundays,
with the exception of milk and ice cream.
There is the further proviso that, under extra-
ordinary circumstances, the inspector may
grant exemption, if he deems it expedient.
“Such power may be necessary in case of any
unforeseen circumstances such as flood, fire,
-ete. Now, I come to the question of parcel
delivery. Section 56 of the original Act
-provides that, for the purpose of the section,
a parcels deliv ery establishment shall be
~deemed to be a shop Clause 9 proposes to
add, after “shop,”’ the words—

“ Any person engaged in carrying on
the business of parcel delivery in connec-
tion with any factory or shop, whether he
employs carters or not, shall be deemed
to be the occupier of a parcel delivery
establishment.””

The object of this amendment is to prevent
ithe growing tendency for carters to take
parcels up to closing time on the day
of the halt-holiday, and then to deliver them
immediately afterwards. That is considered
unfair competition. If an employer employ-
ing carters is prevented from delivering after
‘the prescribed hour for closing no other
-contractor should have that privilege. At the
present time contractors are in the habit of
collecting goods and delivering them immedi-
ately after the closing time. That is unfair
-competition. The contractor who employs ne
labour should comply with the Act. Clause
11 provides—

¢ After section fifty-nine of the prin-
cipal Act the following section 1is
inserted : — . :

 [59a.] The provisions of any industrial
award or agreement under the Industrial
Arbitration Act of 1816 shall prevail over
anything contained in this Act \\here any
mconsmtenm exists between such award
or agreement and this Act.”

I think it is in accord with the principles of
law, common sense, and fairness that where
‘an award under a recent Act conflicts with
the section of an Act passed many vears ago,
the more recent Act should prevail

I have briefly outlined the more important
parts of the Bill, and I move that the
Bill be now read a second time.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : I move the adjourn-
ment of the debate.
Question put and passed.

The resumption of the debate was made an
“Order of the Day for to-morrow.

BROOLOO-KENILWORTH (MARY VAL-
LEY) RAILWAY EXTENSION.

PLaN, re., RETCRNED FroM COUNCIL.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a
message from the Council intimating that
‘they had approved of the plan, section, and
hook of reference of the proposed Brooloo-
Kenilworth (Mary Valley) Railway Extension.

The House adjourned at ten minutes to 11
«<o’clock p.m.

Gas Act.
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