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WEDNESDAY, 28 JANUARY, 1920.

The Speaxker (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree)
$ook the chair at half-past 3 o’clock p.m.

QUESTIONS.
CuArr POR TOWNSVILLE BY $.8. ° JUNEER.”

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani) asked the Chief
Becretary—
“1. Has his attention been drawn to
a letter received at a recent meeting of
the Townsville Chamber of Commerce
stating that owing to action taken by the
State Government m connection with the
relief of the s.s. ¢ Junee,” ‘oaten chaff
carried by her cost purchasers £17 per
ton instead of a little over £10 10s. 7

“ 2. If such is the case, is it in accord
with the Government’s declared policy to
keep down, as far as possible, the cost of
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fodder to stockowners?

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
LChillngoe) replied—
¢“1 and 2. T have seen in a newspaper
what purports to be the summary of
letter to the Townsville Chamber of
Commerce from Messrs, Samuel Allen
and Sons, which contains statements at
variance with fact. 1t has been ascer-
tained that the State Produce Agency
sold chaff to all the principal produce
merchants in Townsville at prices much
below the £17 per ton alleged in the
summary in guestion, the highest amount
charged being £15 per ton f.o.b. Bris-
b'lne for two consignments, At present,
owners of starving stock are being sup-
plied with chaff by the State Produce
Agency at cost price—namely, £13 5s.
on rail, Brisbane.”

VisiT OF GENERAL BIRDWOOD TO MACKAY.

Mr. SWAYNE asked the Chief Secretary—
““1. In connection with the approach-
ing visit of General Birdwood to Queens-
land, will he use his influence to have
Mackay included amongst the coastal
towns at which the general will call?

“2.If so, has his attention been
divected to a statement recently appear-
ing in the Press to the effect that a
slight alteration in the general’s mode
of transit from Rockhampton to Mackay
would enable the visit to be made with-
out interfering with his subsequent
itinerary 7’

The PREMIER replied—

“1 and 2. The hon. member for
Mackay, Mr. W. Torgan Smith,
approached me on this matter about a
fortnight ago, and was referred by me
to the \1111ta,rv Commandant of this
State, who, I understand, has undertaken
to make representations to the Common-
wealth authorities to have \Iackay
included in General Birdwood’s tour.”

NortH QUuav-Toowoxe CREEE SEWERAGE.
Mr. SWAYNE asked the Secretary for
Public Works—

““1. Is the sewer to be constructed by
his department between the chainages at

North Quay and Toowong Creek a por-
tion of the Brisbane sewerage scheme
now being carried out by the Metro-
politan Water and Sewerage Board?

“2. If not, for what purpose is it
necessary; and, if necessary, why was it
omitted from the plans of the Metro-
politan Water and Sewerage Board?

“3. From what source will its cost
be defrayed?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied—

“1 and 2. The sewér referred to is
necessary and was included in the plans
for the sewerage scheme of the Metro-
politan Water and Sewerage Board. The
construction order for such sewer having
been issued, its construction will be

- undertaken by the board.

‘3. From the vote for ¢ Loans to local
bodies.”

ADVANCES TO METROPOLITAN WATER AND
SEWERAGE BOARD.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Oxley) asked the

Treasurer—

‘1. What is the total amount of loan
money advanced by the Treasury to the
Metropolitan Water and Sewerage Board
up to 31st December, 1919, for sewerage
purposes, excluding capitalised interest?

“2. What is the average rate of
interest charged for such loans?

¢ 3. What is the amount of interest—
(¢) due; (b) capitalised up to 3lst
December last?

‘4., What additional loan money does
he estimate will be necessary to finish
the work?

“5. When does he consider that the
sewerage system will be revenue-produc-
ing ?”’

The PREMIER replied—

‘1. £928,165.

‘“2. £655,024 at 4 per cent. per annum;
£278,141 at 55 per cent. per annum.

“ 3. (a) Nil; (b) £92,388.

“ 4, The amount cannot be stated at
present.

‘5, In about eighteen months.”

FEES PAID TO BARRISTERS AND
SOLICITORS.

ORDER FOR PRINTING RETURN.
Hox. J. MULLAN (Filinders): I desire

to move a motion without notice.

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the

House that the hon. member be allowed to
move a motion without notice?

HoxoURABLE MEeMBERS: Hear, hear!

Hox. J. MULLAN: I beg to move—
“That the return of fees paid to
barristers and solicitors, laid on the table
on the 20th January, be printed.”

Question put and passed.
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LEADERSHIP OF OPPOSITION.
Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): I desire to notify
sshe House that at a meeting of the Opposition
party
GoveRNMENT MEeMBERS : Opposition caucus!
Mr. VOWLES: At a meeting of the
‘Opposition party held this merning the resig-
nation was received of Mr. Edward Henry
Macartney, member for Toowong, as leader;
and. on his resignation being au(opted I
was appointed leader of the Opp051t10n and
‘the Hon. Walter Henry Barnes, member for

Bulimba, was appointed deputy leader.
The PREMIER: Following on the
announcement of the hon. member, it is fit-

ting that I should congratulate him on his
appointment, and the hon. member for
Bulimba on his elevation to the deputy
lead ip. I desire to say that I naturally
expect that the hon. member will assist in
‘the expeditious discharge of business in the
House in the same way as his predecessor
‘has done during the session whilst acting as
leader of the Opposition, and I, in tuln
assure him of any assistance that I can give
him in carrying out the strenuous duties of
his office.

HoNoURaBLE MEMBERS: Iear, hear!
SUPPLY.
Resvuerion of CoMMITIEE—FOURTH ALLOTTED

Day.
(Mr. Smith, Mackay,
HoME SECRETARY'S DEPARTMENT.
CHIEF OFFICE.

Question stated—That £4,505 be
for ‘“ Chief Office.”

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): I think that the
figures which have been supplied as the
pzobab]e requirements of the Home Secre-
tary’s Department during the coming year
call for a certain amount of comment and
consideration. In the first place, a sum-
mary of the Estimates shows that the total
sum which the Home Secretary calculates
will be required’ amounts to :81 276,000, or
an increase on the vote of the previous year
of £236,000. That is a very considerable
increase indeed, more especially, perhaps,
when we come to consider that during last
year a very considerable outlay was necessary
owing to the outbreak of the influenza epi-

in the chair.)

granted

demic, which we hope will not be required
again this vear. What I would like to
draw attention to is that out of the total

there is an aggregate of £744,000 for relief
purposes and hospital purposes throughout
the State. That is an enormous amount of
money in a young country like Queensland to
devote to those ob]ects ‘and I think that if
‘the Home Secretary endeavoured fo devise
some method by which, whilst taking every
precaution and care to see that all cases of
<istress were efficiently and properly attended
to and that the hospitals did not suffer,
nevertheless only necessary expenditure was
incurred, surely in some directions economies
might be effected. We find that during the
last twelve months the vote for relief has
grown from £3900 to £41,000, an increase
of over £32,000. 1 do not think that reflects
any great credit on our State. I should think
that it ought to suggest to the Home Secre-
tary that “there is smelv some direction in
which leakages are occurring and where pay-
ments probably are being made that should
not be made. I do not say that such is the
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case, but I certainly think that the figures
before us require careful investigation in
order to see if in some direction some of
that money may not be saved. Then, again,
we find an increase in the vote for abori-
ginals of £8,000. I do not understand in
\\hat direction that increase is required. We
are told year after year that the aboriginals
are decn\ds'ng in number in the State, and,
if that is so, I do not altogether see “hv
an extra £8,000 is required. At the same
time, I believe that everything possible
should be done to see that the aborlgmala
are in no way imposed upon by anyone, and.
that everything possible is done for "their
comfort and preservation.

Then, there is an increase of £6,000 in
connection with the Dunwich Benevolent
Asylum. It is a very serious commentary on

the state of affairs which exists in Queen~land
to-day to think that so much money is put
down in these particular directions. 1t should
cause the Home Secretary and his Govem-
ment to ask themselves the question, © Why
is it that, in a State like Queensland, which
we claim to be the finest in the Common-
wealth, there is such an enormous increase
in the number of people who are in indigent’
circumstances and unable to provide for
themselves?” Possibly, to a great extent,
a great deal of it has been caused by want of
employment, because the legislation which
has been passed and that which it is pro-
posed to introduce is having the effect of
scaring off those who, in the past, have done
their best to find emplownent to develop the
State. 1 do not intend to go into all the
details in connection with- this department.
There is an increased expenditure in the
vote for State children of £30,000 per annum,
which is regrettable. While I would nof
allow the State children, or the poor, to suffer
in any way, still, the total increase in the
vote, which includes aboriginals, Dunwich
Benevolent Asylum, hospitals, Peel Island
Lazaret, and other items, of £136,000, is
altogether too much. The present Home
Secretary has not been in charge of the
department very long, and I hope he will
go carefully into these Estimates to see if
it is not possible, while maintaining their
efficiency and carrying out their proper func-
economies in the

tions, to effect some
department during the coming year.
Mr. ELPHINSTONE (Oxley): Speaking

generally to this Hstimate, I am quite sure
we must be struck by the huge field which
the activities of this department cover at
the present time. I am quite certain that
a large amount of labour and consideration
has been given by the Minister and his officers
to their duties. The more we study these
Estimates, the bigger reason do we find for
Mr. Huxham, the late holder of the office of
Home Secretary, seeking a transfer to a
position In Wmch there are quieter waters.

This vote gives us considerable focd for
reflection, because it is safe to assume that
the other depaltments of the Government, and
the administration of the Government gener-
ally. might be looked upon as being the
cause, and what we' see in the department
now under review really shows the effect of
that legislation and admmhtratlon I pur-

pose deahng with six of the items which
appear in the Estimates to illustrate my
point, At the outset, I might refer to
Dunwich as the home of those w Lo have given
up the struggle in despair, and we find that
that Fstimate has been increased by £6,000.

Mr. Elphinstone.)



2548 Supply.

I suppose we can consider the hospitals as
a kind of repair shop for those whose bodily
beaith has been affected by the struggle for
existence, We find that “the hospital vote
is increased by 124 per cent., or £30,000
Then we pass on to the Insane A@Vlum,
which one can consider as the enforced
retreat of those who have become mentally
unbalanced through the hopeless struggle.
The Insane Asylum vote has increased by
£21,000, or 21 per cent. I suppose we might
look on the vote for outdoor relief as a kind of
barometer of the country’s prosperity, and we
find that that barometer requires the expendi-
ture of an additional £33,000, or an increase of
360 per cent., on last year’s vote. Then we pass
on to the pohce which, T suppose, is a fair
indication of the lawlessness and despair
which exist in our midst. This vote has
increased by £66, 000 or 22 per cent. Then
the “ State “children’’ vote, which, I suppose,
is an indication of how parents are unable
to face their responsibilities, is increased by
£30,000, or no less than 22 per cent. These
six important headings, which show the effect
of the administration of this Government
and the legislation which it has introduced,
give rather depressing food for reflection.

I want to briefly refer to the question of
unemployment, and the views which the
present Mmlbter and the Premier have ex-
pressed in this regard. The present Home
Secretary is reporned to have made fo the
unemployed, at a deputation regarding the
distribution of rclief, the following state-
ment : —

“ He accused them of bringing about
unemployment by preaching revolutionary
doctrines which caused the employerb to
shut up their purse strings.”’

That is very true. That is precisely what is
happening. There are many employers of
labour in Queensland who have shut up their
purse strings because of the revolutionary
doctrines which are being taught. I would
like to ask the hon. gentleman who made use
of this utterance who it is that has fanned
the flames of revolutionary doctrines? Who
has been respon:ible for the sowing of this
seced which is bringing forth the fruit which
we see to-day? I am just reading an extract
from the ¢ Standard,” I am not quite sure
of the date, but it is easy to ascertain
that, and this is the remark which it uses
regarding the Premier. It states—

“ Yesterday no more vociferous, louder
sounding agitator was rushing peH mell
through the country sowing discontent
on all sides.”

That was referring to the present occupant
of the Premier’s position. We know quite well
what a very different man he is to-day; what
a very much more chastened man he is. We
know that responsibility has made him almost
like the hon. member for Bowen—a Conserva-
tive. (Government laughter.) The point is,
that it is these gentlemen, although they have
changed their views owing to the responsi-
bl‘lt\ which has been cast upon them, who
are to blame for the extreme doctrines and
extreme actions which the Home Secretary
has occasionally complained of. The Pre-
on 10th January, made use of these

mier,
remarks, if he is correctly reported in the
Press. He said—

““Most of those out of work have
previously been employed by private
enterprise—they had not_ been Govern-
ment employees—and yet, because private
enterprise was having a slack time, they

[3r. Elphinstone.
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sxpected the Government to find employ-
ment for the men who were displaced for
the time being.”

The question I want to ask is: Who is
responsible for private enterprise having a
slack time, which T am glad to see the
Premier is now prepared to admit? We all
know that private enterprise is having a slack
time. Who are the unemployed to look to
for the relief which they would ordinarily
get from the private emplmer if it is not
to the Government, which has set itself up
in trade opposition to private employels?
We know that the proclaimed policy of this
Government is to compete with private
employers, and to cut them out and extin-
guish them. Not only do they wish to do it
bv the ordinary means of trade, but they
take advantage of all the extraordinary and
unfair means, such as evading taxation and
evading 1espon¢1b1htxeb which the private
employer has to face, and even go so far as
to claim the benefit of the preferential
creditor in any solvent estates. These are
all 'matters which are causing private
employers to have such a slack time; but it
seems to me the Premier should not try
to call attention to that fact to the deputa-
tions which wait on him for employment,
because he and his Ministers are the very
persons who have been the cause of this
slack times—who have actually created this
unemployment amongst those who are looking
to the Government for relief; and instead of
treating these men in an unsympathetic way,
it seems to me, to be consistent, the Premier
and his party ahould do all tlev possibly can
to assist these men. This unemployment is
the actual effect of the legislation which has
been introduced, and, therefore, I say, in
dealing with the Estimates of this depart—
ment, one can see the result of the adminis-
tration and legislation which this Government
has introduced.

The Howe SECRETARY: In Sydney they are
giving away more in relief in one week than
we give away in a month.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Two wrongs do not
make a right. We are dealing w 1th the con-
ditions in Queen:land as we find them; we
are dealing with the Home Secretary and his
work and showing what has occasioned the
state of affairs which we find existing at the
present morment. It is, I admit, a matter of
some satisfaction to see that these gentlemen
who are in charge of affairs to-day are begin-
ning to see that the doctrines p1eached by
them iu days gone by—and not so many days
ago, either—are beginning to show adversely
in the figures of the departments over which
they have control. I want to briefly touch
on a matter which I have had occasion to
ask questions about during the present ses-
sion. My object in Lefenlnﬁr to it is not
that I want to discourage or dlapamrre in any
way the effort w hich was made by the
Cooperative Wicker Factory to establish a
business for themselves and become their own
PmpIOVC s. In my judgment one of the most
promising signs in this country at the present
moment is the effort and inclination on the
palt of employees to endeavour to estab-
lish businesses of their own on co-operative
and other lines. It is an indication which
should receive our thorough support. Some
few months ago a section of men engaged in
wicker work set out to form amongst them-
selves a co-operative wicker factory, and,
with the intention of exercising a little self’
sacrifice at the outset, I understand they were
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prepared to forego a certain proportion of
their wages in order to provide a little work-

ing Cd.pltdl with which to conduct their
business, very excellent spirit indeed.
But, unfortunately, they set out by making

the one mistake which so many people do

malke when ther start out to establish a
business, to endeavour to sell their articles
at too low a price. Competition was

such that they felt they were called upon to
make a very big cut off the price of the
articles which they set out to manufacture.
Well, they had trouble, because they were
endeawounnu to sell those goods at too low
a price. and I believe thev got into some
little financial trouble, \\hlch apparently,
they were able to steer out of, which T am
sure we are very glad to see. The next
point is this: They went to our Blind Insti-
tution and asked to be supplied with raw
material to permit of their working their
business. There is no reason in the world
why the Blind Institution should not supply
them with raw material at reasonable prices
such as they would supply to anyone_else.
But the position is this: That the Blind
Institution has practically been feedmrf this
co-operative wicker factory without receiving
any payment in return, and we find that from
January, 1919, until, I suppose, the present
moment, ac(mdlno' to the last answer I got
from the Home Secretary, this Blind Insti-
tution has to receive from this co- -operative
wicker factory no less a sum than £350 for
raw material supplied, My point in calling
attention to this matter is this: That I very
much question if the Blind Institution is
correct in aunplnng raw material without
making provision for payment for the
materials which they supply, and, secondly,
I very much question if it is wise to endea.
vour to encourage a move of this description
to perpetuate what they have already found
out to be a mistake, and I think the Home
Secxctarv and his department would be well
advised if they pointed out to this co- opera-
tive wicker [actory that, whereas their
principles are quite sound and should be
encouraged. yet the methods upon which they
are conductmcr their business are not con-
ducive to their success, nor to the success of
the Blind Institution, which has been supply-
ing them with their raw materials. The last
answer which I got from the Home Secretary
was that the reaponﬂlblhtv for the money
had been undertaken by the Federal Furnish-
ing Trade Society, Queensland Branch, and
that the money—#£349 3s. 2d.—was to be

paid in February. I have no doubt that the
Home Secretary will see that the money is
paid, but I do think it would be advan-
tageous to the men themselves, and certainly
of benefit to the department, if the Home
Becretary took upon himself to advise these
men as to the mistakes they have made in the
past, so that they could go forward with their
enterprise w ithout adopting unbusinesslike
lines, as disclosed by the figures before us.
Any other comments I have to make I will
reserve until later.

Mr. BRENNAN (Zoowoomba): I desire
to reply to the remarks passed by the hon.
member for Oxley with regard to the unem-
ployed. Some time ago the hon. member
referred in the House to the fact that this
Government had spent millions more than
any previous Government and had gone head-
long in lcan expenditure In order to provide
work for men who were not entitled to work,
and he comes here to-day and tells us that
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the cause of unemployment is that this
Giovernment is interfering with the affairs
of the country. If he comes to Tocwoomba
and makes investigation amongst the unem-
ployed there, he will find that some of those
men in Toowoomba are men who have heen
dismissed from stations in the West because
the emplovers refused to pay the increased
wages under the new award. We know very
well that the increased price of wool which
theyv are receiving does not warrant the dis-
missal of any emplovece from stations. At the
present time the station-owners are employ-
ing . old-age pensioners and children to do
the work, although these people are making
millions out of the profits on wool. W hile
hon. members on the other side know these
facts, they do not state them, and for this
reason I thought it neces sALY to mention as
one reason a result which is swelling the
numbers of the unemployed.

Hox. W. H, BARNES (Bul/imbu): Refer
cnce is made on page 0 of the report to a
subject which I think is one that is hikely to
be overlooked by this Committee, and I
might say by this Parliament—that is, the
question of vencreal disease. I know it is
not a very nice subject to discuss in a Housw
like this, and yet it must be admitted that
it is a matter of the greatest concern to the
State of Queensland, and, I might say, to
Australia generally. I quite well remember
that not very long ago a statement was
made by a responsible person in the Min-
ister’s room at & dinner which was given to
him and others, to the effect—I speak under
correction—that a large number of persons
in Australia, I think it was omne in eight,
were said to be affected with venereal disease.

Mr. Kirwan: As high a proportion as
that?
Hox. W. H. BARNES: As high a pro-

portion as that. The fact remains that
venereal disease is one of those things which
we, as a people, have a right to “take in
hand and see if we cannot combat. This
particular person, who was a

[4 p.m.] member of the Victorian Legis-
lative Assembly, made the state-

ment deliberately, and I have no hesitation
in repeating it here this afternoon-——that
there are many people who had been
afflicted with this awful disease but who
themselves were not in any way responsible
for what had taken place. If we know that
this cancer is assisting to eat out the very
life of Australia in that particular direction,
surely it is up to us to take some steps to
combat it. I want to ask the Home Secre-
tarv if anything is being done in that
particular direction in Queemldnd to com-
bat and meet this terrible evil? I take it
it is a matter that iz above party; it is a
matter that concerns the very life of the
community; and the House, as a whole,
should not turn a deaf car to something
which is of the utmost Importance to the
community. I notice by the * Bulletin” the
other day cxception had been taken in some
quarters to the fact that certain legislation
which had been introduced and passed in
New South Wales had not heen put into
operation: and Dr. Arthur rose to the oceca-
sion and sald that he very largely was
responsible for the delay in putting that
particular law into operation, making the
statement that it was of no use to put a law
into operation until provision had been
made for the large number of patients whe

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]
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were likely to need accommodation. I want
to ask the Home Secretary, who is charged

with lonking after the health of the com-
munity in this particular divection, what
the State are »domo 7 We are face to face

with the mor that there 1\ a growing dizease.
We krow that it can be contlactul in so
many ways. A person using a towel pre-
viousy used by an mfented perzon, and who
may be perfectly clean himself, may catch
the discase.  We must not get away from
the fact that probabiy some of the young
peoeple in the community are likely, throu
no fauit of their own, to become sufferers

this terrible disease. I am quite certain
f,‘hat the Committee will ree with me
that this is the proper time to refer to
it.  On page 6 of the report to which I
have already made vefrrence, dealing with
certain neople 1n the North, he statoment Ig

made that vonereal disease has been reported
in the Gulf country, the Peninsula, Torres
Strait, and the far West. There 15 no ques-

tion that 1t is cne of those things which
throughout Australia, and probahly through-
out the world, is increasing to an alarming
o‘{tenr, and I raise my volce to-day to sax
that outside party polities<it is the duty of
the Government to face this matter and sce
what can be done. VYesterday, I think. the
hon. member for Maryborough (Mr. Weir),
by interjection, charged the hon. member for
Burnett (Mr. Corser) with employing half-
castes.

Mr. Wrir: I never mentioned it. I did
not know he was in the habit of employing
half-castes.

Hox. W. H.
denial of the hon.
mine. It was the hon.
who made the statement. First of all, he
said coloured people were emploved, and
then he zaid half-castes were employed by
the hon. member for Burnett. I want to
draw attention to the fact that in this very
report reference is made to half-castes being
employed.  As the hon. member interjecting
said, a4 man Is not responsible for heing a
half-caste. It seems to me to be a serious
reflection upon us to suggest that a man
who happens to be a half-caste should not be
entitled to earn his living. I say he is

BARNES: I accept the
member ; the mistake was
menther for Burrum

cntitled, the same as any other person.

Mr. H. J. Ryax: You are an inter-
nationalizt, surely.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: On page 7 of this

report the following statement is made :-—
“The Mosby brothers—a half-caste
family—are still working the ‘ Yano’ and
“Nancy’ on the half-share system through
a local trading firm, their earnings total-
ling £1,068 during the yvear.”’

We are told that on the State stations half-
castes are employed. Probably they may
prove themselves to be very good servants
by reason of the fact that they may under-
stand station life. I think it is altogether
wrong for any member to get up and cast
a reflection on another member—who cer-
tainly denied that he had employed half-
castes—and to suggest that a person who is
practically followmfr station life had com-
mitted a crime agamct the community. T#
seems fo me there is a duty resting upon
individuals to see that a man who is Wllhng
to work, provided he is paid proper wages—
I would draw the line there—is cntxtled
to work. There is ancther reference in
this report in which I am interested, and

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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that is the reference to St. Helena. I car
speak only in the highest possible way of
what is done for the prisoners at St. Helena.
For many years there has been a strong
desire on the part of this House to give the
mian who has made a mistake the ogpmtun“cy
of redeeming himself
My, H. J. Ryax interjected.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member
knows that the industrial branch was formed
long before he ever was heard of or came
into this House, or before the present
Minister was a member of the House.

My. PPavxe: There has been more reform

at St. Helena since this Government came
into power than ever there was. (Hear,
hear !)

Hox. W. H. BARNES: It is quite evident
that the hon. member is an authority on
reforim. At any the fact does remain

in connection with reform
was taken not by a Labour Government but
by a previous Government. I want to pay
testimony to the sympathetic administration
of the hon. member for Albert—Hon. J. G.
Appel—who at all times was exceedingly
sympathetic in his administration as far as

that the initiative

St. Ilelena and Dunwich were concerned. My
prircipal object in mentioning St. Helena
this afternoon *is to draw aitention to the

exist there
some time.

character of the buildings which
to-day, and have been existing for
8 been Zlull‘u,u out over and over agaliy
that the bahdtng> generally are of ‘\‘Ocdcn
material, and there is a danger of fir I
want to ask the Home Sscreraly “hcther
anything is likely to be done in the direction
cing that a better class of huilding is
crveted. I am quite prepared to admit there
has been under discussion the question of
shifting the prison from St. Helena altogether.
I recognise that there are a number of 1;0(,1)10
in the community who say that St. Helena
3hould not be used for the purposes for which
it is at present used. I hope that the Home
Secretary will fake into cons}delatlon the
criticisms which have been made in thls
particular direction. Then, I want to speak
about one or two other matters. One has
nrobably not so much to do with the Home
Secretary as with some otier Ministers.

The HomE SECRETARY: I have got a rood
5
broad back.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Yes, but the
Minister must recognise that this matter
may not come under the heading of his
department, and, therefore, it may not be
wise to discuss it on the present occasion.
T wish, however, to speak about the Lazaret.
The Luzaret is ome of those institutions
which have to be provided for an unfor-
tunate section of the community. There are
people who realise that they are in the
Lazaret for the rest of their lives, and prob-
ably very few of the inmates of that institu-
tion will come out. I would ask the Home
Secretary that every reasonable provision
should be made for both white and coloured
people who are inmates of the Lazaret. I do
not know whether the Home Secretary has
visited the Lazaret.

The Hoae SecrEraRY : Not yet.

Ho~x. W, H. BARNES: Well, T think it is
the hon, gentleman’s duty to go there. It is
not a pleasant duty to perform, but it is one
which falls to the lot of the Minister, and I
think he should see if adequate provision
has been made for people who are particu-
larly anxjous to live by themselves. Scme
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provision has been made for certain people

in that dirvection, but it has not been made
for others. I trust that the Minister will
see that sympathy is extended to those unfor-
tunate people who are compelled to reside
in the [azarct, and thar he will see that
every reasonable demand made by them
shall be acceded to. I shall be very pleased
if the Home Secretary will, in replying
to-day, say that he will be prepared himself
to go down and look into these things, and
that if he finds that complaints of a reason-
able nature are made, he will have them
rectified,
The Hoxke Secrerary: I will do that.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: T am much obliged
to the hon. gentleman for that promisa.

With regard to outdoor relizf, I notice that
in 1818-18 the sum of £8,985 was provided,
and that the eqmumout: for 1919-20 are
£41,580. Those figures point to the fact that
there must be s serew loose somewhere. The
hon. member for loowoombd put down the
nced for Government relief to the dry con-
ditions in the West—or rather what he said
was that the increased wages had the effect
of duvmg pu‘ple from country stations into
the aities,

Mr. DRENNAN ;

And old-age pensioners and

hoys taking their place.
Hox. W. H. BARXNES: I do not think
that is the explanation. The real reason

why so much has to be provided for outdoor
relief is that the Government, by their action,
have prevented private enterprise bemg
carried on as it should be, with the result
that fewer people ave bmncr employed than
there were employed founerly The demands
made upon the Government are, therefore,
increasing from day to day, and will
continue to increase. Members on this side
of the House have again and again warned
the Government that the policy, that they are
pursuing is a policy which is going to damage
the Government and throw upon them the
onus of solving the unemployed problem.

Mr. CorLins: They might call you a
problem.
Hox. W. H. BARNES: I think the hon.

member for Bowen, who is a recent convert,
and as some hon. member has said is becoming
a Conservative, is setting his sail according
to the needs of the far North, However,
this is not a matter which the Commlttee
can laugh away. The fact remains that the
avenues of employment in Queensland are
being closed by reason of the action of the
Government. Later on I shall be able to
show that the expenditure of the Government
has run in the direction, not of building
railways and providing emplovmentwl am
referring to the expenditurc of loan money
—but in quite other channels. It has been
said by members of the Government that
the private individual is not doing his bit
to solve the unemployed problem. The fact
is that the private individual in the com-
munity is hit so hard by the Government
that he cannot possibly do his bit, and so
the Government are asked to provide relief
for the unemployed. 1 should like to ask
the Minister how this outdoor relief is being
given now? I can remember that when the
present Government came into power the
relief at one period was being dispensed
through the Trades Hall, and a man who had
not the proper brand on him could not get
relief. He might have a starving wife and
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a number of starving hmdws, but unless he
was prepared to go to the Trades Hall. he
could not get relicf. What is the position
fo-day with regard to outdoor relief? TIs it
given through the Tradeb Hall or through
the police in the ordimary channcl? When
this Government came into office pﬂwald:
were exhibited all round telling the people
to vote for so-and-so and that if they did
they would get a reduction in prices. But
the result of 1ctmfm,g the present party to
power has been the very opposite. The
Auwditor-General 1 drawn attention in his
report to the very big expenditure on relief,
and again 1 wou id ask the Home Secretary,
how that relief is dispensed to-day? Has
man to bear a particular brand in order
to get velief? Supposing he has not a par-
tieular brand on him, <dows he get velief?
¢ he got to have his hair parted in a
certain direction before he can get relief?
Ar. WemR: A ribbon will do.
{Langhter.)
My, Kirnwax: If he has curly hair, he does
not get anything at all
Hox. W. H, BARNES:
the iuterjection of the hon.
Erizsbane, I am sure the hon.
pardon me if I am personal, but I would
out that he has got curly hair, and,
judg by his g momh\ good (mdltmn he
i3 not ]lI\OlV to \\dnt 1olxe>f so I can quite
understand his saying that a person with
curly haiv will not get relief.

Before I sit down, there is another matter
to which T wish to make reference, and that
is in rorme‘(non with the steamer *° Otter.
1 can remember the Otter” under the com-
mand of Captain Junner, who was a very
popular mu)tmn and I ,,hculd like to ask
whether the * Otter” is likely to be used to-
carry relief supplies to the Noxth?

3

grean

With regard to
member for
member will

Tt will
at the same time be interesting if the Min-
ister will give us some 1nf01m&hon in con-
nection with the unfortunate disaster which
befel the [kwoﬂvn I would like to know
if the “ Otter” was in the neighbourhood on
the very night that it is supposed the
“ Liewellyn” “foundered. I know that the
fdte of the ¢ Llewellyn” was the subject-

natter of an inquiry., and I would like to
sav that when the ¢ Llewellyn” was acting as
pllot boat at Cape Moreton, she went out
to bring in a vessel, when she shipped a
heavy sea and nemr\y foundered.” 1 think
there are official papers on that subject to
be found in the Treasury Department.

The HOME SECRETARY : Aren’t you bringing
the matter up on the wrong Hstimate?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: No. The-
“ Llewellyn”’ was employed by the Home:
De])altment when she took that fatal trip,
and I am trying to connect that with some-
thing that happened while she was in the
service of the Treasury Department.

The HoMeE SEcReTARY: She was
employed by the Home Department.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Well, by the
Chief Secretary’s Department. Can the hon.
gentleman inform the Committee whether
the ¢ Otter’”’ was not somewhere in the~
vicinity on the night when the “ Llewellyn”
is supposed to have foundered, and that she
had to seek shelter to avoid the heavy seas
which were runnmg‘? I am perfectly certain
that the *“Llewellvn’” was entirely unfitted
for the work she was called upon to under-
take.

noé

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]
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The HOME SECRETARY: T just want
to reply to one or two matters that have been
raised before the debate goes any further.
The first matter I am going to deal with,
and probably the most 1mpo1tant because
there has been little, if any, criticism of the
department—that 1s criticism that can be
sustained—is the matter of the release of
prisoners. The leader of the Opposition—
he was deputv leader yesterday—made some
rambling statements with régard to the
release of prisoners, and he accused this
‘Government of catering for thieves, rogues,

and scoundrels, In fact, he accased the
Executive of being  criminals, and the
Governor also, who has to smn Executive

‘minutes 1(\103,@1110 prisoners. I find on inquiry
that the late Gov ernment, of whom the hon.

gentleman was a supporter, released more
prisoners and granted more remissions of
sentence in their last four years of office

than this Government. I have a summary
showing the number of prisoners whose sen-
tences were remitted by the Governor in

‘Council during the years 1909 to 1919. Here
are the figures—
Number of

Year, Sentences Remitted.

1908 ... ... 200

1810 ... .. 197

1911 ... ... 318

1912 ... ... 190

1913 ... ... 166

1814 . . 168

“That is the last year of the Liberal Adminis-
tration. The figures for the Labour Adminis-
tration are—

Number of

Year, Sentences Remitted.
1915 ... . 177
1916 ... ..o 211
1917 ... .. 134
1918 | ... 108
1919 (up to Auvuat) ... 10

“The totals for- the Liberal Administration
in the years mentioned are 1,179, and for the
Labour Administration 701.

Mr. Vowres: There were about 1,200 in
that return, There are eight pages.

The HOME SECRETARY:

years does that cover?
Mr. Vowres: The whole of your term.
The HOME SECRETARY : These figures

are official; the hon. gentleman can verify
them if he likes. The late Liberal Adminis-
tratlon gra_nted similar remissions of sentence
in connection with the coronation to those
granted by the present Government in con-
nection with the peace celebrations.

Mr. Vowres: I challenge those figures as
being incorrect, anyhow.

The HOME SECRETARY : They are the
figures supplied by the depaltment

Mr. VowrLes: Well,
are wrong.

Mr. STOPFORD :
‘parison.

Mr. VowLes : Five years.
The HOME SECRETARY : A lot has been

made with regard to the remissions in con-
nection with the peace celebrations. I just
want to say that similar action has been
taken for quite a number of years, and that
‘the Labour Government have done nothing
different to what has been done by any other
Government, and I hope, in the interests

[Hon. W. McCormack.

How many

I guarantee that they

That is a four years’ com-

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

of these unfortunate individuals, that all
future Governments will act in precizely the
same way. The leader of the Opposition
took one page of that return and read out
a number of remissions granted by my pre-
decessor, or on his recommendation. I f{ind
on inquiry that my predecessor visited St.
Helena on a certain day, and, with the
Comptroller of Prisons and the Superinten-
dent. heard the different cases, and the
result was the remissions that are stated
on page T4 of that report. I also find that
every previous Home Secretary did likewise.
I have not visited St. Helena for that pur-
pose. I have been down there. but just on
an inspection visit; but I find on mquiry
that the hon. member for Albert, when Home
Secretary, acted almost in a similar manner
to the late Home Secretary, and so did every
previous Home Secretary. So much for the
criticism of the hon. gentleman in that con-

nection. I think two months was the
longest remission which is mentioned on
page 74.

There is one case in which
“making” a

Mr. VOWLES:
a man got seven years for
fishing net.

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon.
member must remember that almost all those
remissions of sentence were made on the
advice of the Comptroller of Prisons. The
Minister generally acts on the advice of that
official where the remission is for one month
or two months for extra good conduct or
extra labour. This is not a charge against
the Government at all. It is really a formal
matter. The hon. gentleman yesterday based
the whole of his charges on what has been
done by practically every Government during
the last ten or fifteen years.

Mr. VowLes : Who recommended the remis-
sion in the case of Bodman, who was
sentenced at Warwick ?

The HOME SECRETARY : I do not know.
Frequently members of the Opposition have
approached me with respect to the remission
of sentences. Now the member of Parlia-
ment who comes to a Minister and urges
him to remit one month or two months of a
sentence has surely some responsibility as a

public man and must accept that

[4.30 p.m.] responﬁlblhty just the same as

the Minister or the Cabinet. On
some occasions I have granted those remis-
sions, and shall continue to do so in spite
of the criticism of the Opposition or various
members of it.

Now, the hon. member made a point that
the Government had allowed men to go free
against the judge’s report. That is so,
and that is true of the previous Government.
It has not been done on very many occasions
by either Government, but, nevertheless, it
is true of all Governments, and there is no
real necessity at all of consulting the judge
on the matter. The ZExecutive have the
power of granting remissions and letting
prisoners go free, and the Kxecutive are a
body of men who are equally as responsible
as any judge of the Supreme Court. Surely
men who are elected and have conirol of the
Government of the State are men of respon-
sibility ? They are men who are responsible
to the people, unlike a man who is appointed
for life as a judge and who may unwittingly
make mistakes and who does make mistakes.
I have received evidence since I have been
at the department of an extraordinary mistake
with regard to a conviction. Surely the
members of the Executive, being responsible
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to the people, are not answerable to a judge
for having remitted the sentence of any person
on the grounds of mercy. I hold that we
have that power in our Executive and while
I am Home Secretary at least, if a sufficiently
good case is made for remission and where 1t
would he an act of mercy to make it, 1
shall have no hesitation i recommending
that the act shall be done by the Executive.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

The HOME SECRETARY: I just want
to read here a quotation from “ Todd” on
* Parliamentary Government,” which states
that there is no need for the Executive
Government to approach the judge for an
opinion, and, in fact. such a course is likely
to complicate matters and put the judge
and the Governor in an awkward position.
If the Governor in Council thinks that mercy
should be extended, they should take the full
responsibility, and there is nc need in many
cases for an appeal to the judge at all
‘On page 347, “ Todd 7 says—

“In administering the prerogative of
mercy, a Governor in Council does not
act as a court of appeal in criminal cases,
For though in exercising the Royal pre-
rogative the Governor may remit a
sentence, he does not technically reverse
it, nor by his action In any way pro-
nounce it wrong. This he could only do
after hearing an appeal from the finding
of the Court, if there was provision for
such an appeal. The act of pardoning a
sentenced criminal is one of pure
clemency; it is in no respect judicial.
P But judges should not be
required to report beforehand upon every
case wherein they have passed sentence,
as that would place both the judges and
the Governor in an untenable and
undesirable position.”

I think that proves conclusively that no
Executive is going beyond bounds in releas-
ing a prisoner because the judge has reported
against the remission or has not been
consulted at all.

Since the Labour Government has been in
power, 1 have listened to criticism of the
Government’s action in regard to prisoners,
and I have looked up some cases where
Opposition members have been concerned,
and whilst it may not be fair to give names—
because, for ome thing, I do not disagree
with what Ministers have done—still it is
permissible to give the cases, because the
leader of the Opposition has wrongly accused
this Government of having acted differently
from previous Governments. 1 have here
the papers in connection with the case of a
man convicted of arson, a case which I am
sure the member for East Toowoomba will
remember very well. The judge, Sir Pope
Cooper, reported against a remission in this
way—

“ The maximum penalty for the offence
is fourteen years’ imprisonment with
hard labour. I took as lenient view
of the prisoner’s position as was con-
sistent with my duty to the community
and sentenced him to imprisonment with
hard labour for five years. I can see no
reason to recommend a remission of any
portion of this sentence.”

In spite of that report we find the hon. mem-
be for Bulimba. as Treasurer, the then
Attorney-General (Mr. Blair), and other
members of the Cabinet all asking the Home
Secretary to remit the sentence. It will be
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interesting if I read the letters or some
portions of them. This is portion of Mz
Barnes’s letter—

“Dear Mr. Appel,—Mrs. , of
Boundary street, West End, has writien
me. I thought possibly the better plan
would be to enclose her letter herewith.

“ T have told her, in replying, that I had
again approached you on the subject of
her son’s release, but further pointed ouf
that I feared very much that it would not
be possible for it to be granted just yet,
unless the judge who sentenced him made
a recommendation,”

I want hon. members to note that in view
of future developments.

“You will understand that for many
reasons I would like to help Mus.
if T could. ’

ITe finishes up by saying—

“1 trust, as a result of his forced
retirement at St. Helena, that he will
prove a worthy citizen when he comes
out.”

All sentiments which I agree with. I find
that later on Mr. Blair writes a letter, a
very interesting letter, too, in which he says
among other things—

“ 8he told me that she had seen you
and realises that you are sympathetic;
that Tolmie knows her since childhood,
and is willing, with Barnes, to assist,
She has three children—ten, eight, and
four years of age—and has to support
them,  She understands that Cooper’s
report is against her; but you are willing
to act if the Premier brings the matter
up. Could you get Barnes to do so now.
She tells me she is some relation by
marriage.”

Mr. Appel, the Home Secretary, turned
down the request, on the judge’s recom-
mendation, but later the Cabinet, in spite
of the judge’s refusal to so recommend,
decided to release the man., (Hear, hearl)
I am sorry to have to bring that case up.
1 would not have done so were it not for
the attack made by the leader of the Oppo-
sition. We must clear ourselves of these
loose charges.

Mr. VowLes: Two wrongs do not make a
right.

The HOME SECRETARY: I want to say
that I investigated that case, and I believe
that the right and proper thing was done.
When all the circumstances are taken 1nto
consideration, I think the Cabinet were right
in disregarding the Chief Justice and letting
the man go free. I think he was sufficiently
punished. I mention the case to show that
the previous Government, of which three
members have sat on the Opposition benches
during the last week—the hon. member for
Bulimba, the then leader of the Opposition
(Mr. Macartney), and the last Home Secre-
tary (Mr. Appel)—acted similarly to the way
in which the present Government have acted
in one or two particular cases. And that is
not the only case. I have here the papers
with a case in which Mr
Thynne made representations to this Govern-
ment to have a prisoner released, and suc-
cessful representations, too. I have also a
case where the hon. member for Warwick
has been interesting himself to get a cattle-
stealer released from a sentence in Warwick.
It is all very well for hon. members to say
they have no responsibility in the matter.
Every member who approaches the Minister

Hon. W. McCormack.]
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asking for the release of a prisoncr must
carry a certain amount of respousibility.

Mr. Warker: They are just as bad as you
have heen.

The IIOME SECRIETARY: T can safely
say that [ have never asked for a prisoncy
to bv released, not that I would not do so.
1t I did so, I would take the leanonqolhty
in this House of saying why I thought that
he should b mlmbod I would not come
along, if 1 were in Opposition, and accuse the
Government of lonm something wrong, and
of being a pdl vy to a conspiracy of thloxcs
rogues, and robbers, as w sserted by the
d:puty leader of the Upposition last night.
I awm sorry the hon. member for Bulimba was
not_here when I was dealing with the case
Le had interested himself in.

Hon. W. II. Barxes: What was the remis-
sion ?

The HOME SECRETARY: The remis-
sion of portion of a five years’ sentence.

Hon, W. H. Barxes: No. ILay the paper:
on the table of the House.

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon.
gentleman can see the papers. The remis-
sion was made ageainst the judge’s recomn-
mendation,

Hon. W. . Barxes: That is not so.

The HOME SECRETARY: I can assure
the hon. gentleman that it v I say that

he did right. T say that the members of the
Cabinet who pu:uadod the whole of the
Cabinet to grant that remission, even in
spite of Sir FPope Cooper’s report against the
remiszjon, did a fair and reasonable thing;
but I am only quoting the case to prove
that this GO\ crmment is not the only Govern-
ment who has acted against thc reconumen-
dation of the judge who tried the case. 1
mentioned the Hon. Mr. 'lhynne, and the
hon. member for Warwick, and there are
other members of the Onpo~1tlon whom I do
not care to mention, because they have not
criticised the Government on the matter,
and are prepared to take the 1e>ponsm]ht}
of having approached the Government for a
remission. It just shows that there is noth-
ing in the criticism of the leader of the
Opposition. It has been made the subject-
matter of criticism every session, and I think

’D

it is time that it was shown that we are
only acting as previous (Governments have
acted.

Mr. Vowres: Why did you not afford

that information before?

The HOME SECRETARY: I have only
been Home Secretary two or three months,
and probably when I have hcen there longer
I will have much more information. I have
five or six similar cases. dating back for
years, and I am only quoting this particular
case because three hon. members now in
opposition took identical action in releasing
a prisoner against the recommendation of
the Chief Justice.

Mr. Payxe: And did the right thing.

The  HOME SECRETARY: And did the
right thing. The prisoner mentioned has
proved a V\orthy citizen. I do not think
there is any need to go any further with the
matter, unless it is b\ourvht up again. I
hope I have, once for all, “clearcd away the
charges made against my predecessor. The
deputy leader of the Opposition last night
made some reference to the Home Secretan
accepting money for the remission of sen-
tences. I know

[Hon. W. McCormack.
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probably, to an interjection of mine
square.  All these ryemissions have
place during the time of my prede-
snd not during my time.
Vowres: I did not make e charge
your predecessor. I did not make
any charge againzt yeu. I said I would not
be surprised.

The HOME SECRETARY: The hou
memher for Murilla veferred to the police,
and to gemblin and the heon. member for
Dravton, in supporting him, said
nsland was full of thieves and v
I am wot going to repeat what w
the hon. member for Bowen la:t nig
very periinently azswered the hon. iaember
for Drayton im: ‘lC(lld[( ly the statcment had
heen made by proving that there were less
conyietions rec:ntly than under the Liberal

roegime. I have frequently, since T have been
in the Home Cffice, instructed the police to
++e that the seetion of the community referred
to by the hon. member ior Murilla as
bludgers and gamblers was shifted out of
town awmwdi kept on the move. The hon.
member for Dalby knows, heing a lawyer,
that there is no power to shilt those people
out of the lune in Elizabeth street.

Mr. Vowres: I did not know there
lane there. (Government laughter.)

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon.
hon. member for Murilla stated that the
Commissioner of Police said there was nc
power to shift them. It is on private pro-
perty, and the courts have decided that * two-
up ”’ is a game of skill, and not a game of
chance; consequently, it continues.

I want to answer some of the criticisms in
connection with ‘* Relief.” The hon. member
for Oxlev set out six votes, and tried to prove
that the whole system of Labour Government
had failed because there were increases in
those votes. He took Dunwich as a case in
point. He says that it is the legislation of
the present Goxemmont that has caused the
Ul(’l"(“‘dze in thL COQt 0; dk Illlnlst("l"l‘r DUYI'
wich and other institutions. He also men-
ticned Goodna, and the hospitals. Between
1817-18 the increase in the price of certain
commodities, under the head of mainten-
ance, has been remarkable. Of course,
according to the hon. member, it was the
Labour Government's legislation that caused
the incrcase in, say, meat, of 10 per cent.
Between 1917-18 and 1918-19 the increase in
groceries was 12.5 per cent. for all our instic
tutions; the increase in the price of drugs
was 68 per cent.; and the increase in the
price of clothing "and drapery 02 per cent.
Yet the hon. member, by a curious process
of reasoning, satisfied ~himself that the
legislation was respen-
sible for the increase in the cost of running
our charxtable institutions. Anyone who has
to keep a house knows how the cost of living
has increased, and the increases in most of
our charnable institutions are solely due to
the increased cost of living. You will notice
that maintenance in every case has jumped
proportionately with those prices I have-
quoted.  No Government has any control
over it. It applies to Vietoria, New South
Wales, Scuth Australia, and to almost every
Government in the civilised world, and has
nothing whatever to do with Labour legisla-
tion. The hon. member for Oxley and other
members of the Opposition proved to their
own satisfaction that the increase in out-
door relief was due also to Labour legisla-
tion. It is a remarkable thing that ncne
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“of the hon. members opposite were fair
encugh to admit that during many months
of last year a seaman’s strike existed in
Queensland which dislocated all the indus-
tries,

Hon. W. H. Barxes: Your
were very helpful to the strikers

The HOME SECRETARY: Our Govern-
ment had no more to do with the seamen’s
strike than the hon. gentleman, and 1 do
not think he had anything to do with it.
But a good deal of the relief paid out was
essentially a result of the seamen’s strike.
The hon. gentleman does not like the facts
when they are placed before him. What
suits the hon. gentleman 1s criticism in
gencralities, In addition to the seamen’s
strike t year we bad one of the worst
droughts 2t Queensland has ever experi-

Government

enced. ¥You have only to take the output
from the sugar districts to realise that.

Mr. Erpuisstoyk: War, strikes, and
drought !

The HOME SECRETARY: I am only
proving how fallacious was the hon. mem-
bes’s reasoning. I think I have proved it
with regard to a large amount of the
increased cost of Dunwich and of the asy-
lums, and now I will prove it in regard to
relief. Iverybody knows that the drought
decreased employment, and the Queensland
Government were not responsible for the
drought. Also, during last year, what hap-
pened to the metal markets of the world?
The hon. member for Oxley probably does
not know that the throwing out of work of
some 4,000 or 5,000 metalliferous mine workers
would create unemployment. He never
heard of it.

Hon. W. H. BARXES : What about your late
leader, who promised to buy up the metals
of the State?

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon.
member based his eriticism on some state-
ments alleged to be facts. The hon. mem-

ber was quite sure that this unemployment
was due to the action of the Labour Govern-
ment, and I am trying to disprove that,
and, I think, successfully.

Mr. ErpriNstoNE: Didn’t you say that
unemployment was due to the extreme action
on the part of certain men?

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon.

member says I said so. Who said I said so?

Hon. W. H. Barnes: The “ Daily
Standard.”

The HOME SECRETARY: ' The hon.
member has to depend for his information
as to Minister’s utterances on some member
of the unemployed who is delivering an
oration outside the Labour Bureau; he cares
not whether it is accurate or whether I ever
made the statement or not. He cares not so
long as it suits his argument,

Mr. ErpsinstoNE: You allowed the state-
ment to go unchallenged.

The HOME SECRETARY: Does the
hon. member think it necessary for a Min-
ister to deny every statement made by these
unemployed orators? The question of the
scarcity of money creating unemployment
cannot be sustained, because, as a matter of
fact, more money has been coming into
Queensland for primary products during
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the last few years than ever before, and the
statement that this Labour Government has
destroyed all the sources of money is not
true. The only trouble is this: that in a
great many industries the cost of material
from overseas is so prohibitive that they
cannot do very mnecessary work, That 1s
one of the reasons why there is a good deal
of unemployment. Take our big pastoral
industry: prices were never better, and yet
those engaged in that industry are prevented
frem doing necessary work—work that will
have to be done even if the Labour Govern-
ment remains in power for the next ten

vears—sucl as feneing and  dam y
becaus# of the drought conditions existing
out West, and also beeause wire has been

at prohibitive prices. All  these
go to make uncmployment, and the
15 levelled against this Government
have nothing in them. My own opinion is
that, given better shipping facilities between
the older countries and Australiz, a more
sane policy in regard to protection to our
own industries so that we will not be
dependent upon overseas for many of these
commodities, and good seasons, Qucens-
land, and Australia gencrally, will very soon
ger into o good position and that unemploy-
ment will be a thing of the past. At least
I hope so.

Hon., W.
ment !

The HOME SECRETARY: And good
government by the Labour party. It would
be well for Oppositionr members to make
inquiries on the matter of unemployment in
other States that are being governed by
Nationalist Governments,

AMr. Eremixstoxe: This is the only Labour
Government in Australia.

The HOME SECRETARY: This Govern-
ment is faced with the same problems that
face the Governments of other States. There
i3 more unemployed in Sydney alone and
more relief being paid out in Sydney alone
than in the whole of Queensland, and we
hear nothing of it from hon. members
opposite. I say ‘that the Government has
nothing whatever to do with nnemployment.

Mr, FErrHixstoNg: The population of
Sydney is greater than the population of
Queensland, isn’t it?

H. Bimrxes: And good govern-

The HOME SECRETARY : That is so, but
under a Nationalist Government unemploy-
ment is also greater. I had a deputation re-
cently from the unemployed, and the two first
speakers spoke of having walked thousands of
miles, and I said, “ Where from?” They re-
plied, ** The Riverina.” If men in the other
States come to Queensland we cannot help
having uncmployed. The relief is given
through the Relief Department in Brisbane
and through the police throughout the rest of
the State.

Myr. ELPHINSTOXE :
secretaries.

The HOME SECRETARY : The union scc-
retaries have nothing whatever to do with it.
The police have sole control of the administra-
tion of relief in the outside districts, and I am
sure no one can complain of the amount that
is given. I know that the 10s. per week for
single men is a very small amount. It is
hard to know how they live on it. And the
extra allowance given to married men with

Hon. W. McCormack.]
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children, well, it is surprising how they
manage to exist on it, It is a pity we cannot
afford to give more, but really the settlement
of the p‘ob;em in regard to relief is to find
emploxmont The giving of relief is a bad
thing. The persons who receive velief cer-
dlll]_V feel that ther are receiving some sort
of charity, and it would be much better if
they were found employment, and 1 think a
svstemn can be devised whereby we should be
compelled to find work for the unemployed.
We will have to face the problem, and we
will have to face it very shortly. The keeping
of crowds of men in various cenires merely
living on relief is a bad thing for the nation
generally, and any system of employment
upon public works, on local authority works,
and on other necessary work in the bigger
centres will be better than continuing the
present system. The hon. member for Towns-
ville referred to the establishment of an
institution in North Queensland to relieve
Dunwich. No doubt, there is a good deal
in that proposition. I helieve it is a bad
thing to have everything concentrated here
in Brisbane, more especially when you find,
on looking through the records of the men
who are in Dunwich. that a great many of
them drift to Dunwich from North Queens-
land. Not only would we save the expense
of bringing them down here, but

[6 p.m.] a good many of the old people
who have been used to a tropical

climate in North Queensland suffer as a
result of cold during the winter months in
South Queensland. I believe it would be
advisable to have .an institution similar to
Dunwich-—not so big, of course; we could
start in a small wav—established in North
Queensland. We would not need to interfere
with Dunwich at present. but would gradually
draft the people from North Queensland out
of that institution. The member for Mirani
brought up the question of a basc hospital
at Mackayv. During my recent visit to
Mackay a deputation waited upon me, asking
that Mackav he given a base grant. I
believe they had a bad case. It is generally
understood that the basis for giving a base
hospital grant to a hospital is because it is
taking patl?n'ﬁ who should be properly
treated in their own hospital districts which
have their own hospitals, In Mackay I found
there was only one hospital, and that hospital
has a right to collect over the whole of the
Mackay distriet. There is no country hos-
pital and there is no hospital which patients
pass to come tn the Mackay hospital. In
view of the foact that we have refused base
egrants to hospitals like Toowoomba, Charters
Towers, Clairns. and 0the1 centres which have
more grounds for a base grant than Mackay
has, I refused that grant—and, I think,
rightlv so. The hon. member for Windsor
broucht up the guestion of aboriginals and
the increased vote. There will probably be
some criticism on the question of aboriginals
when the vote is being dealt with, and I will
leave that matter until then. The hon.
member for Bulimba brought up the question
of venercal disease, and what the Govern-

ment were doing in this regard. I quite
agree with the hon. gentleman when he says
that venercal disease is a serious menace.

One only has to read reports in connection
with this disease to recognise what a disas-
trous effect it must be having uvpon the
human race. In Queensland we have recog-
nised that more will have to be done than
has been done in the past. Only recently
we did away with the practice of a part-

[Hon. W. McCormack.
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time doctor, and we now have secured the
services of a fullv-paid doctor, who is in
charge of venereal dlcedaeifDr Chauncey.
We have opened a clinic in South Brisbane,
and I understand there is another almost
ready at North Quav I will give hon.
members some idea of the prevalence of this
discase when I give the figures relating to
people who have reported for irrigation since
the clinic was opened at South Brisbane.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: And I expect many
people did not report themselves.

The HOME SECRETARY: It looks as
though there are a good many reporting. I
will just give the figures in connection with
irrigation to show how prevalent the disease
is in Brisbane—

VENEREAL CLINIC,

]

Number Attenced for
: Irrigation.
| . _ Total
Date. ' ; Nwumber
| 7.30 12Znoob: 6.80 Dirigated,
i ‘o to |
Q9am. | 2pamn. b1t
8-12-19; ... . 17 17
M 8 25 44
12 10 25 47
12 9 35 &6
10 7 53 72
1 15 26 33 78
11—1" 19 . 38—9 Lo 11
: a0,
15-12-19 19 16 70 105
16-12-19 19 26 65 114
17-12-18 26 32 73 131
18-12-19 23 32 85 145
19-12-1¢ 26, 38 104 168
20-12-19 38 ! 56 118 212
21-12-19 [N 114—9 to 11
' a.m.
22-12-19 33 | 48 145 231
23-12-19 46 & 140 244
24-12-19 48 53 132 233
25-12-19 . . 87—9 to 11
a.m.
26-12-19 54 67 94 215
27-12-19 63 72 112 247
28-12-19 109—9 to 11
a.m,
29-12-19 70 76 134 280
30-12-19 58 78 180 316
31-12-19 60 74 185 219
1-1-20 98—9 to 11
a.m.
2-1.20 72 78 226 376
3-1-20 76 112 188 576
4-1-20 e 1834—9 to 11
2.1,
5-1-20 80 ' 87 i 136 303
6-1-2) 6L 78 | 135 297
7-1-20 74 86 | 95 255
8-1-20 76 90 221 387
8-1.20 7 83 230 395
10-1-20 76 135 184 495
11-1-20 246—9 to 11
am,
77 81 223 331
Ve 87 173 339
78 75 186 339
76 89 191 356
75 93 183 3:6
14 1- 40 84 178 208 463
204—9 to 11
a.m.
7 83 176 338
76 60 94 230
61 66 97 227
72 86 178 336
78 84 196 358
96 114 236 446
25-1-20 . 245
i ]

They are remarkable figures and only go to
show that the hon. member for Bulimba is
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quite correct when he says the disease is very
prevalent. We intend to extend that system
and to allow sufferers in North Brisbane
to have access to a clinic in North Brisbane.
I have already made arrangements to shift
the patients who are committed to the
Brisbane Hospital—not those who go there
to be treated—who are a source of greatb
trouble at the Brisbane Hospital, over to
the reception-house in South Brisbane. They
can be better looked after there, and they
will not have the same opportunity of getting
away as they have at the General Hospital.

Hon. W. H. Barngs: You will have to
enlarge your buildings very materially.

The HOME SECRETARY: No, there is
a good lot of room over there—more room
than there is at the General Hospital. Some
of the patients are very difficult to handle
and the nurses have great trouble with them.
A whole ward was taken up which now can
be opened for the treatment of ordinary
venereal cases. I do not want to deal any
further with that question at present. I can
assure the hon. gentleman that the Health
Department have now taken on a definite
policy in regard to venereal. We are also
extending it to other towns in the State and
are having the same inspection of prostitutes
as is carried out in Brisbane. It may be
some preventive. We are also, as far as
possible, going to extend our chmcs into the
principal towns in the State. It is a matter
that the Government could spend more money
on, in my opinion. Next year I hope to be
able to ask the Government for more money
to deal effectively with this dreadful scourge
that is in existence throughout our State.

The hon. gentleman alsc brought up the
question of St. Helena. The removal of St.
Helena Gaol is a much-discussed question.
I spent an interesting half-hour one night
going over the papers. It was a question
that caused a good deal of comment some
vears ago. Mr. Welsby, I think, was one
of the advocates for the removal; and I
think Mr. Appel was the leader of the
people who did not want to remove it. After
consideration, I can see no advantage in
keeping St. Helena. I have mvenhrrated the
question of prisons in other countries. The
reason why we all believe St. Helena is a
great prison is because it is an island. A
big one in America, I think, is on an island,
but most of the prisons are on the malnland
My idea of.a prison would be one with a
good deal of spare land, where stock could be
run and the prisoners (ould be used for agri-
cultural work. It would, of course, require a
good deal of money to build the necessary
buildings.  With regard to the keeping of
prisoners in a gaol on the mainland, I may
say that we lose 110 more prisoners from the
Brisbane Gaol or the Stewart’s Creek Gaol
than we do from St. Helena. One advantage
that a prison on the mainland will have is
that the cost of upkeep will be much less than
it is at St. Helena. Such a prison might be
established within a reasonable distance of
Brisbane on.fair agricultural land, and might
be made self-supporting. We might have a
small township there, and the employees
would have to live in the vicinity of the
prison. The cost of upkeep at St. Helena
1s very great, and we have to give warders
one week in every three or four weeks’
leave to be away from St. Helena. The
advantages gained by having a prison at St.
Helena are not that great that we should
retain the prison there. My own individual
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opinion is that the prison should be shifted
from St. Helena, and I believe that if we
have to build another prison on the main-
land the Government of the day, whoever
they may be, will seriously consider the
removal. I hope that they will remove the
gaol from St. Helena and establish a gaol on
good agricultural land within a recasonable
distance of Brisbane. With regard to the
treatment of prisoners, it seems to me that
we will never get any prison reform until
we separate the real c¢riminal from the
unfortunate young chap who makes a mistake
and is sent to prison. I have some idea of
doing something in that divection and of
making St. Helena the place where the
better class of people who are convicted, first
offenders, shall be placed. Prisoners of that
class should be kept apart, and not herded
with hardened criminals. I am not much
impressed with the idea that the real
hardened criminal can be reformed. When
he gets out of gaol he seems to drift back
d"‘alll, it is onlv a matter of getting caught,
and he goes back to prison again. With the
young lad who is probably guilty in a weak
moment, of taking £10 out of his employer’s
till, the case is very different, and he should
not be forced to live day and night in the
company of hardened criminals. I am hope-
ful that I shall be able to do something in
this regard, though at the same time I admit
that prison reform is a difficult matter to
tackle. The present prison system is a
barbarous system. It is a barbarous thing
to have men herded together as they are in
our prisons even under the best prison
system, but it seems to be a part of our
civilisation. Soclety, of course, must protect
itself against the person who “will not obey
the laws and regulations which are necessary
to enable us to live in comfort and in peace.
We must protect ourselves from those people,
but in protecting curselves the least we can
do is to be humane in our treatment of the
people we scgregate, and until some extra-
ordinary reform is made in our prison system
that will not be possible. I believe that if
prisoners were allowed to serve a pro-
bationary period on a farm during the con-
cluding months of their detention, and swere
given a certain amount of money as wages
for the work they do, that would enable
them to get used to the outside system they
have been so long away from and would give
them a reasonable chance of finding their
feet when they come out of gaol. At present
we turn them adrift at the Waol gates, with
just a few shillings in their pocket. But I
am of opinion that if some such system as
I have suggested were adop\‘ed prisoners
would much easier get a position in industry
than they do under our present svstem. At
the present time a man who is released may
get a job, and if it is pointed out to the
employer a few days afterwards that he has
been a prisoner, he gets the sack, and possibls
a little later he gets into gaol again. It
seems to me that it would be much better to
give them Pmpxmment in the way 1 suggest

and so alloy them a chance to become
respectable cxtlzens.
The hon. member for Murilla mentioned

the overcrowding of picture-shows. That is
a matter on which I would refer the hon.
member to the local authorities. as the Home
Department have nothing to do with it. I
would suggest that the hon. member arrange
for a deputation to His Worship the Mayor,
ATderman McMaster, to discuss the questmn
with him.

Hon. W. McCormack.]



2558 Supply.
The hon. member for Normanby. Mr.
Peterson. spoke in favour of baby clinics

being established in country districts. Clinics
have been a great success in the city area,
and there is no reason why the system should
not be extended to country districts. I think
the city gets a good deal more attention from
the Government than it should do. If
Australia is to progress, we must make the
country attractive and get the people in the
country. I know that in my electorate, which
is a very prosperous electorate, the climatic
conditions are not of the best, but all the
same the people live under fair conditions
because the distriet is a fairly wealthy one.
With regard to clinics for children, I think
there is a good deal to be said in favour of

the hon. member for Normanby’s idea. The
Government might subsidise such clinies
£1 for £1, or assist in some other way

in the establishment. not perhaps of clinies,
but of a small building in a district where
a certificated nurse could be located. I do
not think it would be very expensive to do
that, and such an institution would be a
great boon to the people living in the dis-
trict where it was oqtabhshed It is not
possible to have doctors in every small
community. It is financially impossible to
provide for that, but if we have a small
cottage with a certificated nurse who can
travel around the district and give advice in
connection with children and also do mid-
wifery work, I think that will be a very
fine thing for a country distiict. I am pre-
pared to consider a scheme that will give
some relief in this direction in country
districts, At present. it is illegal, under the
Hospitals Act, to grant a subaldx but I
believe it would bc a very good thmg if
the Government did some thmrr in the direc-
tion indicated by the hon. member for
Normanby. I do not think there is any-
thing else that I can reply to at the pre-

sent moment. T would suggest to hon.
members that if any hon. member has a
grievance or requires any information, he

should state, as briefly as possible, “hdt he
desires, and I shall bc willing to give him
all the information in my power. In that
way we shall secure all the information
required for Parliament and the country. and
we shall get through the HEstimates of the
department much quicker than we should by
entering into a controversy on things which
do not matter.

Mr. ROBERTS (£ast Toowoomba): The
Minister, in dealing with the matter of
discharged prisoners, referred to a case in
which the names of the hon. member for
Albert, the hon. member for Bulimba, and
a Mr. Roberts were mentioned. and Judglng
from his remarks I inferred that they were
intended to imply that the person named
Roberts had some connection with myself.

The HoME SECRETARY: No, there is no
connection with vou.

My, ROBERTS:
aAssurancae,
~ The Hoxp SecrETsRY: I referred to it
bevause 1 was a Toowoomba case.

Mir. ROBERTS: The only occasion on
which I saw the hon. member for Albert
when he was Home Secretary was when I
presented a petition in connection with a
man who was undergoing a sentence, and
who had been offered permanent emplovment
in New South Wales, and had a wife and a
aumber of children. I connected myself in
no way with the petition, but I assumed it

[Hon. W. McCormack.
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to» be my duty to make representations to the
then Minister in connection w ith the pet!tlon
which had been largely signed in the city of
Toowoomba and district. 1 had to approach
the present Minister in a case with which I
will deal in a moment. but I have never
approached any Minister in connection with
getting a man released from prison. and I
challenge the hon. gentieman to refute my
statement. The only case in which I have
approached the hon. gentleman was a case

where a man had been sentenced to six
months impriscnment because he had failed
to satisfy an order of the court made against
him for the maintenance of one of his chil-
dren. The matter was brought under my
notice by the officer in charge of the Sal-
vation Army in Toowoomba. Poss;b]x about
two vears ago this man, for the protection
of a daughter, who was likely to go astray
owing to certain influences with which she
was associated, considered that it was best
for the child that she should be placed under
State control, and he entered into an agree-
ment \oluntanlv to pay 10s. a week for the
maintenance of this child. In the course of
events the girl, who was sixteen years of age,
and who, In my opinion, should have been
contmbuhnﬂ to her own support, even if
under restraint, was handed over to the con-
trol of the Salvation Army. The department
still looked to the man for the 10s. a week,
bui they allowed the amount to accumulate
until it reached £48. The man explained
that he was only in casual! employment. Yet
a summons was issued agalnst him, and,
when he arrived in Toowoomba to spend
Christmas with his wife and the rest of his
children, he was arvested under warrant
and was sentenced to imprisonment for six
months, When the case was placed before
me I did what any humane man would have
done; I made representations to the authori-
ties. I have nothing whatever to be ashamed
of in the matter. The Minister was then
enjoying his holidays at Tweed Heads. I
tricd to get into communication with him
for two or three days, and I pointed out to
the Home Office that this man was likely to
spend his Christmas in Toowoomba lockup—
a place that was not at all satisfactory for
any man. I tried to get into touch with the
Minister at Tweed Heads by telephone. I
got him on the telephone and explained the
position to him. Unfortunately, he said he
could not hear the conversation too dis-
tinctly, and that nothing could be done until
he came to Brisbane after the holidays.

At twenty minutes past 5 o’clock p.m.,

Mr. Kirwsyx, one of the Temporary Chair-
men, relieved the Chairman in the chair.

Mr. ROBERTS : It stands to the discredit
of the Minister that this man had to spend
his Christmas in the lockup at Toowoomba.
I think that was dastardly. To make sure
that something would be done, I determined
to try and get into communicaticn with the
hon. gcntleman by train, and I had to leave
Toowoomba by a goods train, arriving here
on Saturday morming, when I made repre-
sentations to the Minister. I pointed out that
this man had come to Toowoomba for his
holidays. and that he was duc to go back
to his work on the Monday, and that he had
a few months’ work, and, if he could not be
liberated on the Saturday, he would possibly
lose his job, and then not only would his
daughter be under State control but we
would have his wife and children looking for
assistance as well. I understand that the
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hon, gentleman made Leme;entatlom to the
W(abinet, and ultimately, I am pleased to say,
the man was released and sent back to his
work.

The Houme SecreTary: Had I known ab
‘Tweed Heads what the circumstances were,
I would have come up.

Mr. ROBERTS: That dees not appeal to
me at all,

The HoME SECRETARY: You have a railway
pass, and you should have come down to
Tweed Ileads if you wanted to get the man
out.

Mr. ROBERTS: I know the facilities at
the disposal of the Minister, and that is no
excuse. He could have got the particulars
from the Home Office in three minutes.

The HoME SECRETARY: I never got them
from you.

Mr. ROBERTS: I told the hon. gentleman
over the telephone that the Home Office had
all the particulars. I had been to the State
Children Department and arranged with
them to send the papers to the Home Office
so that they could be placed before the hon.
gentleman immediately he reached Brisbane.
When I first tried to get into tcuch with
the hen. gentleman I did not know where he
was. It was just on the eve of Christmas
that I discovered he was at Tweed Heads.

The HomE SECRETARY : Don’t you know that
it requires an Executive minute, signed by
Ministers and the Governor, to get a man
out of prison?

Mr. ROBERTS: I grant that.

The Hoxe SecRETARY : How do you think
T could have done that from Tweed Heads,
even if I had known the circumstances?

Mr. ROBERTS : I think that some differ-
ent method could have been adopted. That
is the only case in which I have approached
a Minister with reference to any man who
‘had been sentenced, and someone is to blame
for what happened in that case. Imagine
allowing a man who was only a casual
labourer to owe £48 for the maintenance of
a child who should have been made to earn
Ther own livelihood under restraint !

The HoME SECRETARY : Didn’t I take action
as scon as you made representations to me?

Mr. ROBERTS: I will say that it took
some considerable argument to get the hon.
gentleman to agree; that is the best I can
say for him. That is all the connection I
have had with any remission of sentence by
the Government. I say the Government are
undoubtedly open to censure for interfering
with the administration of justice. One has
only to compare the charges on which the
men referred to by the DMinister were con-
victed with the charges in the cases read
out by the leader of the Opposition last
night to see the difference between the action
of this and the previous Government. I
may say that the hon. member for Warwick
was out of the Chamber when the Minister
made a charge against him, but I have since
made it my business to aeceltam the facts.

The Home SeCReTARY : I did not make a
charge against him. I merely mentioned
‘the matter,

Mr. ROBERTS: The hon. gentleman tried
10 mal ke a charge against the hon. member
for Warwick. He instanced that hon.
membeL as one who had made an application
for the remission of a sentence. The hon.
member for Warwick did what T did, that
is, he presented a petition to the Minister

[28 JANUARY.]

Supply. 2509

in charge of the department—a petition
signed by the people in the particular
district. Before [ get away from this sub-
ject, 1 would like to know whether the
Minister will see fit to reply to the challenge
made by the hon. member for Murilla last
night with respect to the man who was con-
victed of murdering a soldier. TIs there not
something serious when the Government pro-
pose to (ommute the sentence in such a case
as that? Surely hon. members are justified
in asking for an explanation. Here is the -
casc of a man convicted of murdering a
soldier in cold blood, yet the Minister takes
an hour to make an explanation and does
not refer to the matter at all.

Mr. BRENNAN: Do vou believe in exacting
“an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth” ¥

Mr. ROBERTS: There is another matter
to which I wish to refer, particularly
because I have watched the 1nterest1ng spec-
tacle. 1 refer to the congregation of hun-

dreds of men in Elizabeth street

[6.30 p.m.] on various occasions. I do not,

know whether the cause is ** two
up,” but I know from observation that there
is evidently a gambling den at the spot. On
Saturday afternoon you find, possibly two
policemen and anything from 200 to 300
men trying, I presume, to put money on in
COnn(‘(tl()n ‘with the hozaemmng in another
part of the city. Two or three men are
standing at the edge of the street, perhaps,
and if a policeman walks in that direction
they immediately walk to the centre of the
street. The policeman walks to the centre
of the road and they walk to the footpath
Surely there is some method by which the
Government can back up the police and not
make them look so foolish? Imagine send-
ing policemen down there to be laughed at
by those 200 or 300 men, many of whom are
too lazy to work. I say that it is a waste
of public money, and it is not fair to the
policemen who have to do their duty under
trying circumstances. If there is no method
by which the Government can assist the
police, it should be their desire to take some
action which will cnable the policemen to
deal with the position.

The Minister made one remark with which
I agree, namcly—that too much attention is
certainly paid to the big cities. I assume
that he meant Brisbane. As representing a
country electorate, I want again to enter
my protest against the way in which the
Government have dealt with the General
Hospital in Brisbane, We know that it is
part of their policy to nationalise hospitals,
and since they are the Government we must
expect them to give effect to it. Unfor-
tunately, they did not do so in respect of the
Brisbane Hospital on a proper: basis. We
find, frem the Auditor-General’s report, that
not only has this State had to bear the
ordinary burden of a gencral hospital, but
a considerably larger burden by reason of
the reduction in the donations. On page 35
of the Auditor-General’s report I find, in a
comparative statement of the revenue and
expenditure and cost to the State for each
of the past five financial years, that the
voluntary contributions to this hospital were
as follows—

£ s d.
1915 . 4,845 411
1916 ... 461915 ©
1917 ... 3,361 156 11
1918 .. 109416 9
1919 553 18 10

Mr. Roberts.]
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So that they have actually fallen® to nil,
one might say. I say that it is up to men
representing electorates outside the metro-
politan area to take exception to the con-
tinuance of such a position. The Govern-
ment ask us time and again how we can save
them money, Here is an instance where they
can save nearly £40,000 a year, because I
contend that if the Government desired to
nationalise the hospital, they should have
gone turther and charged the hospital area
for the cost. I have no objection to the
State paying that proportion of the revenue
which is considered necessary as a_ base
hospital grant, and I am not going to discuss
the position so far as such a grant to Too-
woomba is concerned. The Minister 1is
evidently going to follow his predecessor
and tell us that there is going to be no such
thing. Then I say that the general body of
subscribers to hospitals outside the metro-
politan area should take this question up.

The Home SeCRETsRY: I intend to take it
up, so that each district keeps its own
patients.

Mr. ROBERTS: I am very glad to hear
that. T have here some information about
the Brisbane General Hospital, and I am
anxious, in the interests of the people, to
know how far they are correct. They are
given to me by persons connected to a certain
extent with the institution as employees.
There seems to be a general complaint of
the action of whoever was responsible when
the influenza first broke out. I understand
that the nursing staff were wunder no
restraint; they were in and around Brisbane
for a considerable period. T think that care
should have been taken that nurses who in
particular were engaged on influenza cases
should not have been able to go about the
city of Brisbane at their own sweet will.

I understand that girls who are taking up
nursing—there is a condition that everyone
is twenty-one vears of age—receive Ts. .
a week for twelve hours a day, When I
say twelve hours. I want to qualify that by
adding that I understand that one and a-half
hours is allowed for a meal and to enable
the girls to tids up their rooms as it is
called. Nevertheless, I do not think that
those conditions are at all satisfactory; i
is poor pay. They also make a complaint
that the food is not just as good as they
would like, and that 1s a statement which
is rather scrious, as it is a hospital that has

been nationalised by the Government. Then
they get 15s. a week when they have
finished their four years’ training. That is

certainly nothing like what we would expect.
Further than that they are entitled, under
ordinary confhtlom to three weeks’ holiday
leave. but I am told that if they have been
smk the period during which they were off
is deducted from their holidays. At any
rate, whatever their length of service has
been during the four vears, I am told that
they do not finish their period until that
time on sicK leave has been made up. These
are matters which seem to me to require
some consideration. o

Mr. BreExxax: Why do they not join the
union ?

Mr. ROBERTS: I am giving the position
as far as the hospitals are concelned and I
assume that those who are interested in
unionism cannot have overlooked the Brisbane
General Hospital. I should hardly imagine
that, so close to the Trades Hall, such a
recruiting ground for unionism has been

[Mr. Roberts.
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overlooked. I am pleased to have the assur-

ance of the Minister on this subject, and 1.
hope that we shall not see such a large sum
for the Hospital vote on the Estimates next
year.

At fifteen minutes to 6 o'clock p.m.,

The CraIRMAN resumed the chair.

Mr. ROBERTS: Dealing with the matter
of chnlcs, I would like to put in a word for

the city of Toowoomba. A number of women
come to the city of Toowoomba from the

surrounding country districts, and I think
that the suggestion made by the Home
Secretary, if he is prepared to put it inte.

effect, will give considerabie relief to women:
and children in the direction which has been
indicated this afternoon.

There is also the matter of the Brodribb-
Home in Toowoomba, for which there is a
grant of £300 on the Estimates, as has been
the case for a number of years. It must
be admitted that if there was a justification
for £300 in 1912, 1913, and 1914, there must
be more justification now for a larger sum of
money. I had the pleasure to accompany
the late Home Secretary, over the hospital
at the Brodribb Home, Toowoomba, when he
“as more than pleased with what he saw.

I shall be glad if the present Minister will
visit the institution, which is doing great
work for the poor poople in the community.
So far we have had no place provided in
Toowoomba in which men who have borne
the burden and heat of the day, as hon.
members opposite say, and who are unable
to get employment, can find sheiter. 1 have-
sometimes had at my office in Toowocomba
men and, unfortunately, women, too, who
have not known where they were going to
spend the night, as far as having a roof over
their head was concerned, and whenever
representations have been made to the matron.
of the Brodribb Home she has always found
accommodation for these people. That is a.
strong plea for the Home Secretary consider-
ing the position when the Estimates are
revised.

Mr. BRENNAN (Zoowoomba) :
pleased to hear the remarks of
member for East Toowoomba in connec-
tion with the hospitals, a question which
affects the Toowoomba district very largely.
The Brodribb Home is a very worthy insti-
tution, and the matron carries out her duties
in a very excellent manner, and I would like
to see the grant increased. The matron has
always been most attentive to the wequire-
ments of the people who have gone to the
home. It is a pity that the hon, member
for IMast Toowoomba was not joined with
me in a deputation to the Home Secretary
before now, with a view to getting this vote
increased.

I was very
the hon.

Regarding the Toowoomba Hospital, T am
pleased to note that the Home Secretary, when
at Toowoomba reeently, promised at the
earliest possible moment to use his efforts to
introduce a Bill to compel those who were best
able to pay to subscribe towards the upkeep
of the hospitals. The Toowoomba Hospital
has been in difficulties for many years
past. When a new committee was appointed,
many people who previously supported the
hospital Wlthdlew their support because they
differed in politics with the members of the-
committee. Not only that, but some of the
yvoung ladies who plenouslv assisted in the
street collections refused to take any part
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in the work. The finances of the Toowoomba
Hospital are still very low, and the position
is causing the committee alarm. The only
thing to do 1s to bring in a Hospitals Bill,
in order to compel those who are best able
to pay to subseribe to the cost.

Mr. F. A. COOPER (Bremcr): 1 want to
say a word or two in connection with the
guarantining of a number of Quecnslanders
at Tenterfield. I had the misfortune twelve
months ago to be wandering about in Tenter-
field with 300 or 400 other Queenslanders,
practically having nowhere to rest our heads.
Had an opportunity come to me shortly after
the event, possibly my ecriticism would have
been something different from what it Is
to-day, as the hardships were then in our
minds. Perhaps I would have said some-
thing about the fact that I was sent to a
Government department for blankets to cover
homeless people, and a communication was
sent to the effect that the application had
been forwarded to Melbourne; that another
application was sent for blankets to cover
shivering Queenslanders, and thirty blankets
were sent to cover fifty Queenslanders. We
found that there was a quarrel between the
Commonwealth and the State as to who
should protect the inhabitants of the State.
We know that there was great distress
throughout the country in the endeavour to
get that dread disease out of Queensland,
and those of us who suffered know now that
perhaps the officials were not altogether to
blame. But there are certain aspects of the
Tenterfield quarantine that I would like to
touch upon, because a large amount of money
was spent by this Government in getting the
people across the border. Some 300 or 400
people were stranded in Tenterfield when the
epidemic was at its height. The people of
Tenterfield, without distinction, took those
stranded Queenslanders in and accommodated
them and did all they possibly could for
them. Although other cities refused to admit
people who came to their borders, Tenterfield
raised no objection and did the best they
could for everyone. Standing right in the
forefront was the mayor of the town, who
left his business for days and went round the
various places with me to see where the
people could be accommodated. Mr. Reed,
president of the Show Society, placed the
showgrounds at our disposal.

Mr. GunN: He is a Tory, too.

Mr. F. A. COOPER : He happens to be one
of those few humane Tories. He happens,
at any rate, to have a heart, and, having a
heart, I want to pay this tribute to him.
That gentleman did his very best to relieve
the distress in every possible way. The post-
master and his officials, and the telephone
boys stayed up all night working long shifts,
so that telephone messages might be got
through for the people stranded there. The
committee of the school of arts threw the
school of arts open and the billiard tables,
reading-rooms and smoking-rooms were all
placed at the disposal of those stranded
people, and the citizens generally helped in
a wonderful way. During the period a man
named Clark had the misfortune to lose his
wife on the border of New South Wales, and
he had to travel 30 or 40 miles for a
doctor. He was left with five or six little
children, and I want to mention the fact
that a gentleman in Brisbane whom I did
not know, telegraphed me £5 to put into
Clark’s hand, and asked that his name be
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net mentioned., Generous actions like this
need to be mentioned, and I am pleased to
be able to mention that, particularly on
behalf of the Queenslandérs who were
stranded in Tenterfield, and 1 want to thank
the Mayor of Tenterfield and all the citizens
for the way in which they came to cur assis-
tance. The sergeant of police and his officers.
were particularly good, and the Queens-
landers naturally conducted themselves in a
way that showed their keen appreciation of
the work of the people of Tenterfield. Here
and there, of course, there was the odd man
who objected. We had one Queenslander, a
shining light at the bar, who would have his
own tent, and it was nccessary for some of
the men in the enclosure to raid the tents
of these high and mighty people and take
from them six or eight blankets to give to
boys of twelve or thirteen and delicate
women who had no covering whatever.
Selfish people in a community of 300 or 400
you must have, but I am particularly pleased
to say that the selfishness on that occasion
was very little, and what there was of it
came from the quarter it usually does—from
the people who have most. I am to a certain
cxtent disappointed at the reply the Home
Secretary made to the hon. member for Oxley
with regard to the charges he made. I know
when the Home Secretary deals with these
things he quotes official figures, and he placed
several things on record to account for the
increased vote, but I had hoped that one
reason for the increased vote for Dunwich
was due to the fact that we regard these
people with kindlier eyes than did the
previous Administration. No. matter how
kindly the eves of the previous Adminis-
tration might have been, I honestly believe
there is a wider sympathy and a broader
sympathy on the part of this Administration
for these people who in their old age, when
going down the hill, have not those comforts
that they ought to have. I believe there is
a wider sympathy than has been shown in
the past when they believed in that old
maxim, not only when a pauper was dead,
but when a pauper was living—

““ Rattle his bones over the stones
He’s only a pauper whom nobody owns.”

That is the policy followed not many years
ago, and I had hoped that a little of the
increased expenditure on Dunwich has been
because of the kindlier view and a better
appreciation of those poor old people who
are compelled by force of circumstances to
spend their days in Dunwich.

1 want to protest against the action of
certain country hospitals in endeavouring to
rob this Government of as much as possible.
I have come across cases, I am sorry to say,
where people have offered to pay for their
sustenance in hospitals, and they have been
been told not to pay. ‘ Don’t pay as a
patient. When you are cured and you have
been discharged, if you have been in five
weeks and vou are willing to pay £1 a week
give us a donation of £5 and we will get
£10 from the Government on that by way of
a subsidy.” I cannot say that this is a
particularly honest thing to do, and I want
to place on record my protest against country
hospitals doing that sort of thing. If they
want the Government  to support them
wholly, let them come out and say so, and
not go to public meetings and rave against
the nationalisation of hospitals and then in
this underhand way attempt to rob the
Government.

Mr. F. 4. Cooper.]
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In the matter of asylums. I want to say
that the mental hospitals are becoming a big
consideration to the Government, and I
am quite sure they feel something must be
done in connection with the administration
«of these institutions. [ am guite sure that
the time has arrived when the administration
«of the whole of the mental hospitals should
be taken into consideration. I think it would
be found, if proper investigations were made,
‘that the time has arrived when we should
separate the administration of this depart-
ment from the medical superintendent. If
that were done, we would find they would be
‘better administered and the superintendent
would be able to give the whole of his time
to his medical work. I am sure that too
much of the time of the superintendent is
talen up in administration to give the proper
medical attention that is necessary, and it
would be better for the medical superinten-
dent, and better for the administration, if
the administration were hl\en away from the
medical superintendent and placed entirely
in other hands.

I hope that the FHome Secretary will con-
tinue the system of relief that he has been
following in the immediate past. 1 trust
we will never adopt the system of the other
States when the indigent poor will need to
go before committees to be examined; per-
haps people sent out to their neighbourhood
to male 1m(\at10at'ous and then come back
in a day or two “He gives twice who gives
quickly,”” and the system. whereby the btate
of Queensland gives immediate relief and
then investigates is far better than keeping
the people hanging on day after day while
investigations are being made. While a
mistake may be made in one case out of ten—
it may be made in one case out of five in
the first instance—it is corrected upon inquiry

afterwards, and it is better to do that than
cdu%e daily anxiety while inquiries are being
made by mdupondent inspectors or by hono-

rary committees, such as is done in the
other States. I trust that the State Chil-
dren Department will not be cut down,

as the hon. member for Oxley suggested. The
hon. member for Oxley has a habxt of drop-
ping buckets into empty wells and drawing
nothing up, and I hope the Home Secretary
will not listen to hinl, and that he will not
cut down the Dunwich vote, will not cut
down the hospital vote, will not cut down the
asvlum vote, will not cut down the relief
vote, that he will not cut down the police
vote, and that he will not cut down the
State children vote. These are things that
have been necessary because of the increased
difficulties of the population.

My, ELPHINSTONE : Who said they should be
cut down?

Mr. F. A, COOPER: In the opinion of
the hon. member for Oxley they are too
big. and there is only one natural Conclusmn
if thev are too big, they must be cut down.
The hon. member is fond of making rash
statements that he cannot prove, and he,
of course, is not alone in that respect. I am
sure that the constituents of the hon. member
for Oxley will agree with me that it is a
very humane thing that these thines sheuld
be l\opt on. There is a spirit of humanity
shown in these votes, and 1 trust the Home
Secretary will continue to administer these
votes as the people require.

Question put and passed.
(Sitting suspended from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.)

[, F. 4. Cooper.
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RELIEF OF ABORIGINALS.

The HOME SECRETARY:
move—That £37,094 be granted for * Relief
of Aboriginals.” I think the hon. member
for Windsor asked for some information
with regard to the increase of £7,640. I
is made up largely by increases in main-

I beg to

tenance. At Taroom the increase has been
£1.500; at Palm Island, £500; and at
Barambah, £2,000. The grants to missions

have also been increased—at Archer River
by £200, Cape Bedford and Meclvor River
£100, Mitehell River £150, Monamona
£200, Mornington Island £200, Purga £175,
Weipa £200, and Yarrabah £300—making
a total of £1,525. There are some other
increases. At Barambah there is an increase
in salaries of £674, at Palm Island £214,
and at Taroom £174. These increases are
largely the result of the increased cost of
living.

Mr. GUNN: I have always taken a con-
siderable amount of interest in the abori-
ginals ever since I have been a member. I
have been all my life in the bush; in fact.
I have been a pioneer for the best part of
my life. It is only during the latter part of
my life that I have been in Parliament and
have not been a pioneer. 1 have come in
contact with thcso people all my life, and I
must say I do not think they have been
propellv treated. Because of anything I
say in their favour it cannot be said that I
am out electioneering. When the whites
came to Australia the aboriginals were in
possession.  We did not ask their permission
to land here. We came here, and we have
taken their country away from them. I sup-
pose it is one of the laws of nature that they
shall pass awav and a superior race take
their place. But while that is taking place
I think we could have treated them better
than we have done. We went into the back-
blocks. The graziers, or squatters, or what-
ever they mwht be called, took up big areas
of land d,CCOldan‘ to the laws prev zu!mg at
the time, and no provision was made in
regard to the aboriginals. The aboriginal
was interfering with the pastoralists or some-
body else’s stock, and, more or less, he came
in the way of the new setilers. The consequence
was he was hunted away from his particular
waterhole, where he went to fish or to catch
his game, and he had to go back and back to
some outside place. After a time he became
somewhat civilised, and came in to reside
near the head station: and at the head
station, after a time, he got occupation
mustering stock or doing some other work
about the station. That has gone on. Some
time ago, when I was in the bush, the
Labour organisers never interfered with the
aboriginals working on the station. They
acknowledged that the aboriginal had a
right to this country. But latterly there
seems to be a new class of Labourites coming
along, who scem to think the ahoriginal has
no 1i0ht at all to live on the face of the
carth, and he should be wiped out. I think
they have a right superior to ours to be in
this country,

Mr. BrRENNAN : Who shot them down?

Mr., GUNN: Their number decreasing
very fast, and in their declmmrr davs we
should try to make their lot as easy as we
can. I am sorry to say we arc not doing
anything of the sort. I have here a report
from which I take this one sentence—

“In faet, his presence in the Labour
market has been, and is still, looked
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upon by many with hostility, and he is
reffarded owing to the cheaper quality
of his labour, as a stumbling block to
industrial progress.”

Now, him as a

we should not consider

stumbling block to industrial progress. We

should acknonled"@ that he has a right to
get work. I quite agree that the managers
of the State stations happen to be in
partially uncivilised country where there are
dbor]gmah They are quite right in giving
those aboriginals employment. T have often,
because 1 considered the aboriginal had a
right to get employment, given him employ-
ment when T would far sooner have
employed a white man, who is infinitely
superior as a workman. I think the least we
uwht do is to give them employment instead
‘mmtmcr them out of the country as we
aze deing. A number of people say that,
ingtedd of employing aboriginals on the State
stations, the Government ought to send some
of the unemploved out. What good would
the unemplcred -be on State or any other
carile stations? They would be quite value-
less. We are not dispossessing any white
man of his cmployment at all. "The Govern-

ment, under the direction., I suppose. of
the Protector of Aboriginals, come along
and put all sorts of restrictions with refer-

ence to  emy ployment on these unfortunate
1 will read some of the restric-
txm;c Jater on. One of the things the abori-
ginal com])hlnq about more than anything
clse is the w ayv in which he is paid. In olden
times, when he had finished his job, he got$
his money, and did what he liked with it.
Now, # great deal of it has to be paid into
the Savings Bank or to the Protector of
Aboriginals, In my opinion, there is far too
much palrl away in that way. I find that
the aboriginals of Queensland who are in
employment number 5,886 and they have to
their credit in the State Savings Bank
£107.729. Anyone who knows anzthing at
aboriginal knows that he is a
confirmed «ocmhst The last thing he would
do would be to put money into the bank.
He lik to divide it amonqa‘c the tribe.
Here are the Government coming along and
making him put money into the bank to
become a capitalist.

The aboriginals in emplovmont or In camps
have to their credit an aver age of £23 each,
and the aboriginals bolongmg to the sottle-
ments have an average of £6 16s. each.
When an aboriginal gets emplovment, the
master has to pay 75 per cent. of his wages
to the local police that they may place it to
his credit in the bank. It is claimed that
some of this mioney eventually gets back to
the aboriginal, but my experience is that it
never does. Although the aboriginal nomin-
ally gets the same wages as a white man,
he really does not get the same wages. Last
yvear the aboriginals had £43.206 in the bank,

and out of that fund the Government spent

on their account £25.082, so that in onc year

alone the Government stuck to £18,320. "The
3

ation under which this was done ias

ssed before the present Government came

nto pov but when this Government came
into power they issued a lot of regulations
which were very cruel to the aboriginals.
When I go heme after attending to my duties
as a momber of Parliament and I see an
aboriginal I know. I ask him: * “ here is
so-and-so?’ He generally replies: ¢ He has
been taken away to the settlement.” 1 then
ask him: “What did he do?’ And the
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reply I receive is that he did nothing. The
result is that the old people are frightened
out of their lives lest they should be taken
away to an aboriginal settlement. If a
policeman asks an aboriginal who is he
worl\mg for, and the aboriginal says ““For
nobody,” the policeman tells him that unless
he getg a signed agreement to work for some-
one he will be taken to the settlement. Very
often the aboriginal gets an agreement
signed, and when he does he becomes prac-
tically a slave to his master. The aborigine!
does not want to sign any agreement af
all. He is a nomad and travels from one
district to another, and he likes tc Le as
free as air. These restraints and these agree-
ments are all “tommy rot,” and are the
curse of the aboriginals. These men are
taken away from their natural habitats and
put in houses where they develop consump-
tion and other diseases, and the result is
that they are dying off faster than ever. In
the report for last vear we have this state-
ment—

* The following natives were removed
to the reserves, by order of the Minister,
for disciplinary reasons or for their relief
and protection : —

Then follow particulars of the number of
men, women, and children wmovcd to the
different settlcmenh and missions, the total
number being 185, It is idle to say that all
these people were removed to their settle-
ments for their protection; too often they
are removed in order to get them out of the
distriet. If someone loses a fowl or a sheep,
an aboriginad Is blamed for the theft, and
when the matter is reported, the first thmg
the police do is to deport the aboriginal from
the district. The aboriginal has no court to
which he can appeal, and I have known a
man to be put in irons and thus deported to
the settlement. The very least that they

should get in such a case is a fair trial
b(.\fow a police magistrate.

My, Warrrorb: They work for nothing;
they only get their tobacco.
Mr. GUNN: The hon. member can come

up into my district and see what the abori-
ginals think of me.

Mr. WaITFORD: What do the white people
think of you?
Mr. GUNN: I do not care what the white

people think of me. The aboriginal vote
amounts to £37,094, and the Government have
got £107,729 of ‘their money in the bank. The
unionists say that the <0uattor are getting
cheap labour by employi ing aboriginals, but
that is a mistake, as the labour of abouf*ma‘s
is not superior labour. You cannot “shoot
abongmak on your rum, but must give them
employment if you are af all humane The
Government formulated a rate of wages. 1
have nothing to say against that rate of
wages, a]t}louoh in my opinion the rates are
fare more than the men are worth, and I do
not think that the number of aLouvnmm
will be c¢mployed under those wages that
were cmployed previously., The aborlglnal
does not want to be compelled to live In a
house; he wants to be left alone, and if T
had my way I would have a bit of ground
in every district set apart which aborigihals
could ecall their own—of which they could
say: “This is my own, my native land.”
But instead of doing that, the Government
send them to a place where they do not want
to be. With regard to the deductions made

Mr. Gunn.]
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from wages, I have here a “Government
Gazette.”” dated 6th June, 1819, One regula-
tion published in that issue of the * Gazette”
says—

“The following deductions from the
wages of cmployees shall be payable as
per terms of agreement by the emplover
to the local protector or some official
nominated by him:—

Single men—T5 per cent.
Married men and men with families
and for other dependents to support—

50 per cent. to 33 per cent., according

to civeumstances.

Boys under eighteen years of age—

50 per cent.”

Tt will thus be seen that the aboriginals have
no money to speak of coming to them. Then,
on top of that, there is the following
deduction: —

“A deduction of 5 per cent, in the
case of single men, and 25 per cent. in
the case of married men, of,the total
wages earned shall be made by the local
protector from the wages collected for
all employees, except such as are already
contributing to settlement funds, and the
amount so deducted shall be remitted to
the Chief Protector to be contributed
towards a fund for relief of indigent
natives.”

If you employ an aboriginal you have to
get a sort of bankbook for him, and the
regulations say—

“ A detailed account shall be furnished
to the employee before any deductions
are made from his pocket-money for pur-
chases from the station or local store.”

The regulations then go on to say how the
bankbook is to be made up.

Mr. Brenxax: If yeu pald him all his
wages, what would he do?

Mr. GUNN: . If the aboriginal earned his
wages, he ought to have them the same as
anybody else. Another regulation reads as
follows : —

“The employer shall pay, in advance,
all expenses of the employee’s conveyance
from the place of residence to the place
of employment, and, on discharge, for
his return to the place of residence, and
an allowance not exceeding 5s. per day
for his maintenance en route.”

That is no encouragement to people to
employ aboriginals, as they may have to
send a motor-car in order to take him from
one place to another. Then it is provided
that “the aboriginal shall be supplied with
weather-proof quarters. The regulation
says—

“The employer shall provide, free of
expense to the employee, weather-proof
quarters in a dry, healthy position, with
separate sleeping and cooking rooms.
Such quarters shall be built with floors
raised from the ground; if of wood, on
stumps at least 2 feet high and with
walls not less than 8 feet high, and shall
be properly and sufficiently drained.”

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Is the hon.
member dealing with the Workers’ Accom-
modation Act?

Mr. GUNN: No; I am dealing with
aboriginals. I will read the notice in the
* Gazette.”” It says—

“ His Excellency the Governor,  with
the advice of the Executive Council, has,
in pursuance of the provisions of the

[Mr. Gunn.
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Aboriginals Protection and Restriction of
the Sale of Opium Acts, 1337 to 1801,
been pleased to approve of the following
regulations : —"
Here is another regulation— .
“ An earth closet, sheltered and suffi-
ciently private to the satisfaction of the
lecal protector, with pan made fly-proof,
shall be provided at each quarters for
every six employees, and a weekly
cleansing scrvice arvanged for. Such
privies shall be not less than 100 yards
from the quarters’ water supply, if under-

30

ground.

If these convenicences are to be provided for
the aboriginals, would it not be better for
the Government to see that the navvies along
our railway lines have better accommoda-
tion? This is only another way of -making it
impossible for anyone to employ an abori-
ginal. Here is another—

“The employer shall, unless the
inspector is satisfied there is not a suffi-
cient water supply, provide baths and an
adequate supply of water in a room or
enclosure sufficiently private to the satis-
faction of the local protector.”

Just fancy an aboriginal being expected to
bother his head about whether he has his
bath in public or not! They go about with-
out any clothes at all, very often. (Laughter.}

Mr. Kiewax: Some of us will have to do
that soon, if the profiteering goes on.

Mr. GUNN: Then here is another—

“The employer shall provide, to the
satisfaction of the local protector, a suffi-
cient quantity of good disinfectant for
sanitary purposes and disinfection of
quarters.

“The employer shall provide, to the
satisfaction of the local protector, proper
garbage tins with covers for the use of
each quarters, and shall provide facilities
for the daily cleansing of them by burn-
ing or burying.”

(Laughter.) I have lived among aboriginals
all my life, and I amn in a position to say
that, if you told them of these things, they
would not know what you were talking
about. The fact of the matter is that the
Government do not like to say they will not

allow graziers to employ aboriginals, and
they adopt this means of making it
impossible for them to do so. We have

heard it said that the working classes do not
like working with aboriginals, but I have
been on many stations, and every now and
again I have seen a hawker come along.
He may be a dark man of some description
or another—he generally is, though not an
aboriginal-—and the shearers and rouseabouts
flock to his cart and buy from him. In fact,
he could not make a living in the bush if it
were not for the way the workers buy goods
from him. As a matter of fact, they encour-
age aliens far more than the graziers do
aboriginals. This country belongs .to the
aboriginals, and it is only right that we
should find them emplovment. I would be
quite prepared to supply them with rations
without doing any work in return; but,
seeing we have to find them in rations, the
least we can do, after taking their country
away from them, is to find them employment.
When the Labour party pretend that it is
only the graziers who deal with aboriginals
or employ them, they are not sincere or
consistent, because they are just as great
sinners as anyone else in encouraging the
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<oloured races. They do not encourage the
abmiwinala nearly enough; but they go to
the alien storekeeper even in the city and
buy goods from him. In fact, if it were not
for unionists, these people could not make a
living, On the stations, when the coloured
hawker comes along, who flock to, his cart
to buy whatever he has to sell? Why the
shearer and rouseabout every time. The old
class of shearer had a great vespect for the
aboriginal. and he never tried to persecute
him off the face of the earth. But I am
sorry to say that a new class of humanist has
come along who seems to think that the
abmnmn‘u has 1o place on this carth, and by

1 ‘tx(u regulation they are tryving to get
oft the face of the earth. Far better to
him or shoot him than by sclentific
ution to get rid of him.

Mr. S8PENCER (3Maranca): The Labour
party criticise pastoralists to a great cxtent
because they employ aboriginals on cattle
stations; and the Op])O:lthn party criticise
the Government for employing aboriginals on
the State stations. For my part, I think tho
Government are doing quite right in employ-
1z aboriginals on their stations in the North.
In that part of the country they arve the best
elass of people to employ on cattle staticns.

A GoverxdeNt MeMBER: Would you pay
them the same wages as white men?

Mr. bPL\LLR Most decidedly, if they
do the samne class of work. The work on
cattle btullol’]: is very congenial to the black-
fellow. He is never happier than when work-
ing amongst horses and cattle, and he is a
mocst useful man.

Mr. POLLOCK:
On a station.

Mr., SPENCER: On a cattle station he is
not unreliable. There is no better man to
be found on a cattle station than the black-
fellow. Invariably he is a good horseman,
and he loves the work.

Mr. Porrock: Did you ever know a black-
fellow who could stick at a job?

Mr. SPENCER: Yes. You can send a
blackfeliow to break in horses, or brand
calves, or do any work amongst stock; In
fact, for that work he is just as good as a
white man. We have to keep these men, and
why not let the stations employ them, when
it is almost impossible to get white men to
work on cattle stations in the Northern
climate ¥

Mr. WHITFORD : They said that about the
sugar industry.

The HoME SECRETARY: Is there any com-
parison between station work and cutting
cane ?

Mr. SPENCER:

He is absolutely unreliable

That is different alto-

ie HOME SECRETARY: If white men can
«cut cane, surely they can do station work.

Mr. SPENCER: I do not think black-
fellows would be much good at cutting cane;
but on horseback they are absolutely at home,
and I hope the Government will not stop
station managers from employing them at
such work. We have to keep them, and there
is no reason why we should not get some
work out of them. They are very happy on
cattle stations. There is a good deal m
what the hon. member for Carnarvon said.
“The aboriginals do not want you to provide
‘them wdh houses and baths. They prefer
to camp in a gunyah, and occasionally to
knoek off work and walk about the bush.
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They will probablr work for three months,
and then they want to walk about for a
month.

Mr. Corrins: That is quite long enough for
the capitalist to exploit them.

Mr. SPENCER: I do not think the
capitalist exploits them, and I do not think
the State statious exploit them. By employ-
ing aboriginals they are really not inter-
fering with white men at all.

My, Porrock: They are.

Mr. SPENCER: They are natives of this
Lountn and they have a right to be found
*n‘]“mmem, and the Minister is quite right
in instructing his managers to employ thera
on the Smtc stations, With regard to the
State stations, I may be out of order in
referring to the matter, but some time ago
£l \z[ini:tel went to one State station, and
he said, " What a Dbeautiful garden! It 15
one of the best T have seen on a station.’
When they told him that it was a Chinaman
who was the gardener, of course the China-
man had to go, and since then there has been
no warden there, because you cannot get
white men to do the work. I hope the
Minister will not be so weak kreed as to
refuse to allow aboriginals to be employed
on the State stations. The wages are prrhaps
2 little bit high. It is no benefit to an
aboriginal to pay him too high wages. Of
course. they are not as good “at every kind
of work as white men; but if they are
allowed to be employed at a lower rate of
wages, more work would be found for them
than at present.

Mr. MORGAN: Of course, hon. members
on the other side are most effective on the
platforin or when addressing a meeting in
the Domain, and on such occasions we often
hear them talking of “ The Brotherhood of
Mean.””  They advocate the cause of the
Russian, they advocate the cause of the
German, they advocate the cause of all who
at the present moment are antagonistic to
the British nation, and they think that these
people ought to be allowed to compete with
Australians and to work in Australia; yet,
if you endeavour to employ Australiam
natives, these hon. members are at once
opposed to their obtaining a livelihood.

Mr. Porrock: That is not true.

Mr. MORGAXN: It is absolutely true, I
have heard Ministers and other members on
the other side who profess to believe in
“the brotherhood of man,” and who say
that there is no difference whatever between
the man with the black skin and the man
with the white skin; yet these same indi-
viduals say that the aboriginal should not
be allowed to find employment in his own
country. { think that the aboriginal has a
right to preference of employment. If the
Labour party are in favour of Russians
remaining in employment on our railways

while returned soldiers are walk-

[7.30 p.m.] ing the streets; if they are in

favour of Germans and others
doing likewise, then they cannot consistently
Ob]ent to aboriginals doing work on stations,
whether State stations or otherwise. .

Mr., Kirwax: Why did you not elect a
returned soldier as leader of the Opposition
to-day? (Laughter.)

Mr. MORGAN: We hear hon. members
inveighing against the wages paid to the
aboriginals by private employers, but I find,
according to the Estimates, that at Taroom

Mr. Morgan.]
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Settlement there are two native police, two
stockmen, one carpenter, one house boy, two
shepherds, two hospital attendants, two
dormitory attendants, and two sanitary men
at £18 each per annum. That is what the

Government are paying the men in the
Taroom district.
The SrcreTary For Pupric Laxns: Where

are they doing stock work?

Mr. MORGAN : On the Tarcom settlement,.
I suppose the hon. member does not know
that they have a number of sheep, It is
true that we find later on that native bullock
drivers are paid £130 and £104 respectively,
but the men employed in and about the
station are getting £18.

The HoME SECRETARY :
ought to give them more?

Mr. MORGAN: I certainly think that
if a man is employed on a State station as
stockman at £50 or £60 a year, there is no
reason why he should not get the same at
Tarcom. I understand that the Minister
stands for a policy that men employed at
the same work should obtain the same rate
of pay, and yet we find these conditions,
according to their own Estimates,

The HoME SECRETARY: You admit you do
not know anything about the station at all.

Mr. MORGAN: I hope the Minister will
take the opportunity of visiting that settle-
ment.

The HomE SECRETARY: I shall.

Mr. MORGAN: If he does, he will come
to the conclusion, I think, that there is
plenty of room for improvement. We have
some of the finest land on the Dawson River
set apart for that settlement, but instead of
its being self-supporting, as it would be
under proper businesslike management, it is a
burden to the State. Unfortunately, the
Government went in for sheep when they
should have gone in for cattle. The land,
owing to 1ts flooded nature, is not suited
for the rearing of sheep, but there is no
reason why.it should not carry from 500 to
80C head of cattle. Although there is 8,000
or 9,000 acres of land, we find that they have
to go outside to purchase sufficient meat to
feed the blackfellows. And the amount of
meat given to the blackfellow is not sufficient.
Something should be done to see that the
men, women, and children there get better
food and better conditions. We find, too,
that the nurse and dispenser at Taroom
Sctilement, which contains anything from
200 to 250 'blacks, is getting £110, We go
over a little bit and find that nurses at the
Ipswich DMental Hospital get from £150
downwards. I see here in the Estimates there
are two charge nurses at £145, one at £135,
and so on.

The HOME SECRETARY :
the nurses are getting ?

Mr. MORGAN: There are two charge
nurses at £145, cne at £135, one at £134;
deputy charge nurses, one at £151, one at
£115; nurses, one at £106, two at £96, and
twenty-nine at £84. No doubt those twenty-
nine at £84 are rclieved at certain periods,
but at Tarcom it is necessary for the nurse
to dispense. She must be a qualified woman
in every respect. She is there on her own,
nursing and dispensing medicine for, on an
average, 200 to 250 blacks, from a little
child to a grown man.

The HOME SECRETARY :
sick at the one time,

[Mr. Horgan.

Do you think we

Go on. See what

They are not all
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Mr. MORGAN: No, but it is necessary
for her to be a qualified nurse, and to dis-
pense the medicine as well. If she is capable
of doing that work, she is not getting sufi-
cient; and if she is not capable, if it is
only the appeintment of some one who would
not be capable in any other position, she
should not be there at all. Then the super-
intendent, who is supposed to be qualified,
temperamentally fitted, to know all about
blackfellows and how to manage them, is
receiving £170 a vear, and the assistant
superintendent £140 a vear. I honestly think
that there are any number of men on the
railway construction works who are earning
a lot more, and yet those two men are
supposed to have special qualifications,
because I think it is admitted that not every
man is qualified to manage such a station.
I feel sure that the Minister must come to
the conclusion that the Taroom Settlement
is a starved subdepartment and is not getting
fair treatment from the Government,

I would suggest to the Government that
they should turn the settlement into a smalt
State station, as it were. It would eventu-
ally become self-supporting if cattle were
sent there, and there is no reason why every
farthing spent on the Taroom Settlement
should not come out of the land. I hope
that when the Minister visits the settlement
he will inform me, as member for the dis-
trict, for I shall be pleased to do my level
best to make the conditions of blacks much.
more comfortable, and. likewise, to make the
settlement self-supporting. I feel sure that.
any man with a bit of business enterprise-
and knowledge will come to the conclusion
that what I say is correct. I do not say
that T would not employ blackfellows, but
up to the present I have had no reason to
employ them, as I have always been able to.
get plenty of white men to do the work.
There are stations in the far Northern dis-
tricts where the blacks will, on the average,
be equally as good, if not better, than any
of the white men employed, as otherwise
they would not be employed. I understand’
that the State stations employ about fifty
blackfellows, and the Government would be
doing wrong to dispense with their services.
It is better for the aboriginals to be
employved instead of running about doing
nothing. A number of blackfellows in the
Taroom district, during the opessum scason,
made cheques of between £300 and £400,
the recent opossum season being exception-
ally good, and the money is being taken care-
of by the department. When these men are
not cngaged in opossum snaring it is far
Latter for them to be working on the stations
than to remain idle. I am of opinion that
the blackfellow will eventually dic out. He
has disappeared from Tasmania and Victoria,
and he is gradually disappearing from the
remaining States of the Commonwealth, but
until he dies out, it is our duty to protect
him. It is not a just or humane policy fo
let them remain idle, merely because 1t may
give extra work to a few white men. I hope
that whatever Government is in power it
will do its level best to see that the black-
fellow gets a fair deal.

My, PETRIE (Zoombul): I have often
made reference to the blackfellows, and there
is no doubt that if they had been taken
better care of in the early days, more of
them would have been alive to-day. Unfor-
tunately, when blacks become civilised, and
wear clothes like white people, they contract
consuraption or some other compleint, and
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they are fast dying out. We must remember
that the blacks in the earlier history of the
State rendered great .:elvlce In 1848, when
the steamer ** Sovereign’ was wrecked at
the South Pussage, ten h\e~ were saved by
the help of the natives. I have scen those
blacks when I was a boy \\oarmo the brass
plate which was presented to them for their
bravery attached to a chain round their
neck, and they were very proud of it. Thosc
blacks were a very fine race, and they have
all passed out. 1 am glad that the Govern-
ment has increased the vote by something
like £8,000, because it is our duty to take
all the care we can of the aboriginals, and
make them as comfortable as hossible in
their declining years. I hope that the
department will niot stint the blackfellows in
the supply of blankets. I received a letter
some time ago, while I was at Southport,
from one of the aborigines at Myora
Station.  She Complamed “that the depart-
ment was not giving her her blankot&,
because they said she had received money
from her son, who had paid the supreme
sacrifice while at the war. 1 wrote to the
Under Secretary, asking him to bring this
matter under the notice of the Protector, and
I believe that any little mistake which
occurred there has been rectified. I had a
visit from this aboriginal the other evening,
and she told me that she had only got £50—
from the Repatriation Department, I sup-
pose—bur she thinks she ought to get a
pension like other people who have lost
their sons at the front. 1 am looking into
the matter, and I shall do all T possibly can
to assist her in this direction. FIer name
is Rosie Martin. Somec hon. members oppo-
site have got a wrong impression of the
aboriginals. The aboriginal is a very
humorous individual, and at times particu-
lavly fuony. I have known the aboriginals
to do some very funny things. I am not
going to tell anything to-night in the shape
of an aboriginal story, but if I were to give
a little of their language hon. members
would not understand it, and I am afraid
that * Hansard ” would have a difficulty in
reporting it. (Laughter.) I think the Go-
vernment are quite 1right in employving
blacks on the State stations. They are not
interfering with the white maz, because, in
the McCuawley award, provision is made for

anything of that nature which may arise.
As nomted out by the hon. member for
Carnarvon, I am afraid that a lot of the

1"09111(1110115 are unnecessary, and will be of
very little use as far as the blackfellows are
concerned. It has often been said that a
bath has sometimes killed a blackfellow, but
I know of @ case where a bath has killed a
white man who had never been used to it.
When I was up at the by-election for Dalby,
after the death of the late Hon. J. T. Bel], I
waz complaining because I could not get a
bath at Chinchilla.  An old bushman said,
“You do not.want a bath: it is not healthy :
it takes all the oil out of your skin.”
(Laughter.) Probably the blackfellow would
often like to get a dip, and I think that if
reserves had been set aside for them to go
about in their own way, it would have
resulted in many more of them being pre-
served. That is what should have been done
in the early days, instead of shooting them
down, as was done in many caszes. I believe
that many an innocent blackfellow and black
gin were shot down because of one or two
guilty blackfellows. A relative of mine
lived for years with the blacks in the early
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days getting timber. He could always
gn away without locking up his store,
as the aborigines would never touch as much
sz a spoonful of sugar or tea. Had they
been properly handled in the early days,
there would have been no need now for the
Government to spend such a large amount or
mones on them, as they are doing. I notice
by the Protector’s report that the mission.
stations are very satisfactory. I am glad to
hear that, and I do hope that the blacks wily
get all the assistance they arc entitled to.
and that wherever necessary, particularly in
the cold weather, thev will not be stinted in
the matter of warm blankets. 1 might say
that I have played with black boys and
black girls when I was a boy, and an unele of
nnne had thirty blacks who thought 5o much

of him that they had his brand— P in a
circle—put on their arms. I am sorry to say
that all those blacks have passe out the

last being old IUJ‘H Sandy, and those blacks
were as proud of that brand as any member
of I’ar]iament might be on getting into the
Ministry. I am sure that the Protector and’
others have every sympathy for the abori-
cinals, and will do all they can to make
their conditions better while they are with
us; but I am afraid that in a very short
time there will be few aboriginals left in
Australia.

Mr. WELLINGTON (Charters Towers):
Judging by the lemalks of the hon. member:
for Cm‘nan'on he has been associated with-
one of the lowest class of squatters in Queens.
land. He stated that the squatters with whom
he was associated did not pay their black
boys their money. It is quite different in
the North about Charters Towers. I may
state that around Charters Towers we have-
what you call the good employer. I know
that the abor iginals employed on the stations.
come into town twice a year, and the Chief
Protector generally asks one member or the
other in Charters Towers to come down and’
see the boys paid and see if they can count
their money. The Protector does not give
the aboriginals too much money in one day.
They usually stay in the town “about a fo1t-
night, and they are paid 10s. to-day, and in
another two or three days’ time thev receive
a further 10s. Also, the Chief Protector
arranges that the money for the purchase
of clothes is equally distributed amongst the
business people, so that no individual store-
keeper receives more than his share. The
squatter emplovs black labour because it is
ohoap On the State station near Charters
Towers thev employ all white men, and
another station that employed one nigger was
very pleased to get rid of that nigger and’
omploy a white man., Niggers are very often
employed because they will do dirty work,

such as assisting to steal cleanskins, when a
white man won't do it. (Laugnter) As a
matter of fact, the squatters steal from

cach other, as onc judge pointed out, He
stated that there should be no cattle-stealing
cases tried in Charters Towers because each
qquattel stole from the other. I know of one

case where a blackfellow asked for £1, which
was refused, and then he said: “All nght I
will tell how many cleanskins you got from
so-and-so.” If theve arve any cases of ill-
treatment, whv do not hon. members opposite
report them to the authorities, and not wait
till the Estimates come on once in twelve.
months, and then make a complaint in this
House and inform the Home -Secretary of
their little grievances?

Mr. Wellington.]
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Mr. BULCOCK (Burcoo, who was received
with ““ Hear, hears,” said: I have listened
with a great deal of atfention to the remarks
of hon. members opposite concerning the
conditions under which niggers are emploved
on pastoral holdings. I “Have had a good
«deal of experience amongst niggers on
pastoral holdings, and I cannot endorse quite
a lot that has been said. In the first place,
it is rather significant that one hon. member
opposite said it might be all right to employ
niggers away in the North or North-west;
but we might come closer in. Take Emerald
as a centre; take Springsure; right thlough~
out these distriets until guite recently aborigi-
nals were coming along by pmctlcallv every
train to work on the various stations, and in
my capacity as organiser I came in contact
with them and discussed with them the
position that they occupied and endeavoured
to find out whether they really believed they
had a legitimate grievance or no grievance at
all. That wus before the recent laboul regu-
lations were 1nnf)ducod, and \\"rhout fear of
coniradiction I say that the niggers found
they were up against a very serious propo-
sition in the form of the pastoral emplove
‘The mere fact of white men being dismissed
for the purpose of putting on niggers proves
that it was cheaper labour. dnd the result
was that the unemploved were added to very
considerably in those districts. Further. the
aboriginal is a docile employec. W hen he
goes on to the station he is given the most
me'nal tasks; he has to work from early
morning till late at night, and should any-
thing be required dulmu the night, it is the
aboriginal who has to do it, and the con-
ditions under which he was working were
grossly unfair. Tt has been said that a certain
proportion of the earnings of the aboriginals
are paid to them on the station and the other
portion is paid to the local protecter. Omne
portion is certainly paid to the local pro-
tector, but in the past it has been very
questionable whether the aboriginals received
the amounts due to them from the squatters.

Guxx: Why do not the local protectors
pav the aboriginals all they earn?

Mr. BULCOCK: The aboriginals are pald
a certain proportion by the station people.

My. Guxx: If the nigger dies, he never
gets it. If he lives, he does not ,fzo’r it either,
(Laucrhtel )

Mr. BULCOCK :
ists are concerned,
paid an adequate

As far as the pastoral-
the niggers are never
rate. It i3 a common
practice for niggers to be supplied with
chlorodyne, and it is quite impossible to
draft regrulatxom that can be given effect to
on the stations. Chlorodyne is smuggled
through and sold at e\to;tlonate rates, and
the amount of money the niggers receive is
subject to a great many deductions. They
probably are charged with things they never
bought. and taklng it all in all, many of
the employers of aboriginal labour are most
unscrupulous in their treatment of their
aboriginal employees. I heard the question
of accommodation raised, and also the ques-
tion of the blothelhood of mah. I might
point out in passing that the Australian
Workers” Union envols aboriginals and half,
-castes as members of that organisation, and
the idea actuating members of the Australian
‘Workers’ Union is to give the aboriginal the

same conditions of employment, with the
same rate of remuneration, that the white
man is ret®iving. Those who represent

squatting interests, and those who are stand-

Mr. Buleock.]
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ing for cheap labour, generally put up a
nice appeal. and say the aboriginal is being
well treated; they say we ought to consider
the position of the aboriginal and let him
roam about. I have heard of no more plaus-
ible tale and no more shallow one than
what was put forward by the hon. member for
Carnarvon, who said it would be wise and
just to allow the ahoriginals to come along
and work here for a few wecks and then go
on the track—take a walkabout—and take
up work again when they felt inclined.
Personally. I know of no more pernicious

system. It has also been said, under a form
of extending kudos to the aberiginal and
detracting from the aboriginal

[8 p.rn.] administration, that if an
aboriginal co*n(m into the town

it is inquired of him if he has a job to go
to, and ho is given to understand that he
should have a job to go to. Those who have
been associated with the niggers know that
it 1s undesirable that the aboriginal should
be allowed to remain in town for any length
of time. I think if you got the conscientious
opinion of hon. members opposite, they would
be quite prepared to admit it was undesir-
able that he should be allowed to remain
there. The aboriginal in the bush iz a fine
fellow in many respects. He is too fine as
far as the squatter goes, because he is a
docile fellow who will submit to the con-
ditions under which the squatter requires
him to work. A white man will not submit
to those conditions, and that is one reason
why the aboriginal is recciving priority of
employment in the cattle districts. Now,
the question of accommodation was raised.

can  mention many blaces where the
aboriginal’s hut, including the aboriginal’s
ging, and, In many cases, Dicaninnies—

unfoltundtelv, some of them are half-castes—
is almost alongside the stockman’s hut.
When the question is raised about sanita-
tion and about these various matters in
connection -with accommodation, I would
ask if it is a fair thing that an aboriginal
should live alongside a white stockm'm the
aboriginal pursuing his native customs "with
all their filth and disgusting practices. I
take it the reason for the depaltment intro-
ducing this regulation to compel accommo-
dation to be pdeed was to protect the
white stockman on the station as well as the
aboriginals themselves. Tt is all very well
tu say an aboriginal can camp in a gunyah
or under a gidyea tree, or in a swamp or
wherever he is asked to camp. Those days
have gone by. The day we are striving for
is one when we will give the aboriginal the
best possible conditions in the declining years
of his race. There is absolutely no questlon
of the fact that the aboriginal is going to
disappear. He is disappearing rapidly, and
he will disappear ever so much more rapidly
if the boss—the squatter—is allowed to
employ him without any restrictions upon
such employment. For many years it was
the practice to employ niggers and pay them
virtually any old rates at all,

Mr. BRENNAN: Just tobacco.

Mr. BULCOCK : They were charged for
the tobacco they never got, and for many
other things which they never received. But
with these new regulations the conditions are
somewhat altered, and it becomes a little
more difficult to rob the aboriginal on the
jobr than it has been for many years under
the legislation emanating from hon. members
on the Opposition benches when they had
control of this side of the House. I heard
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the hon. member for Carnarvon make rather
.an interesting remark. He said a thing that
appeared to me to be rather
He charged this Government with foreing
the nigger to be self-supporting. Now the
-cnarge has come from that side of the
House that this party, on account of the
administration of the Home Department
in the granting of outdoor relief and the
other activifies of the Home Department, are
creating a dependent people in the com-
munity; ther are going to be dependent on
the Home Secretary for charity. Yet we
have the hon, member for Carnarvon saying
that we arc trying to make the aboriginals
self-supporting. Surely it is a great paradox
and one which is very havd to understand.
I take it that the aboriginal has not received
a fair deal in the past; and in the future he
probably will not be freated very much
fairer unless there is a distinet legal regula-
‘tion compelling the employer to recognise
a certain standard of comfort, a certain
standard of livelihood, and a certain limited
working period. The whole trouble at the
present time 1s that the white stockmen are
up in opposition to the black stockmen,
simply because the black stockmen are selling
their labour at a lower rate of pay than are
the white stockmen.. This will continue until
such times as the whole matter is adjusted
in favour of the aboriginal. who, as I said
previcusly, must he given an opportunity to
live his last few days in reasonable comfort
and under reasonable conditions. If the
emplover does not. and will not, do that, I
say cmphatically it is the State’s function to
-compel him to do it. I believe that the
present Administration are in favour of the
protection of the aboriginal. Personally, 1
am pleased to see that a much lavger sum of
money is being voted for the aboriginals
this wear than was voted last vear. The
essentia’s of education will be attended to,
and I think there will be room for a con-
gratulation that hon. members opposite could
not . extend to themselves, when we review
the year’s work in relation to the aboriginal
question. (Hear, hear!)

Mr. CORSER: It was not my intention
‘to say anything, but after hearing the
remarks of the hon. member who has just
resumed his seat, it might be as well to
remind him and the Committee that the
bogey he draws can easily be adjusted by the
Government. The whole matter is in the
hands of the Government. He complains that
the aboriginal is working too long hours
and that his remuneration is too small.
“Then it is a matter of adjustment for the
Government, through their Protector of
Aboriginals. If the hon. gentleman has any-
thing to suggest or any complaints to make
regarding station-owners who are not doing
their duty, it is his duty, as a member of
Parliament, to try and rectify it through the
CGovernment. It is no use his making state-
ments  that aboriginals are not getting
-enough. He knows perfectly well that
recently they were compelled to pay the
aboriginals a greater amount. If they are
not receiving enough now, thev should be

paid something that is more reasonable. But
I am afraid that at the back of the hon.
gentleman’s mind is the hope that the

aboriginal’s allowances will be so raised as
to block him from securing employment at
all. T think that is more: prominent in his
mind than the question of improving the
.conditions of the aboriginal. I think it is
-the only occupation in which it can be said
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the aboriginal is useful, and the only occu-
pation which keeps him in a clean state of
living; and it is an occupation that he enjoys.
If there are pastoral employers who are not
doing their duty to aboriginals, it is up to
the Giovernment to bring them to task. As
to the aboriginals working too long hours, it
is a very hard thing to control hours at all
in the pastoral industry. As for the abori-
ginal’s hours being too long, anybody knows
vou cannot hush an aboriginal, and if his
hiours are long, he is certainly not working a
very great number of them in that time.
Everyone knows that. (Laughter.)

Mr. WEem: Somec whitsa men
bushmen, too.

Mr. CORSER: There are good and useful
men in the back country. As for taking the
place of white men, it is very often the case
that manv of our station properties could
not be mustered at all were it not for the
assistance of the aboriginals they are able to
employ.

My, Buncock: That is only a theory.

Mr. CORSER : Tt must be a practice, because
the hon. member's Government are doing it

olves. They are employing sixty-six
aboriginal Yet hon. members kick up a
row because private people are employing
them.

My, CoLiixg:

Mr. CORSER: Two thousand employed by
private people, nct on pastoral stabions.

arec good

There are 2,000 of them.

Mr. Corurxs: Yes, cattle and - sheep
stations.
Mr. CORSER: There are 2,000 employed

at the present time. Many of them are old
people who have been assaciated with a
pastoral property practically all their lives,
and they would die if they left it. Yet the
Government, with their few stations, are
employing sixty-six. Let hon. members clean
up their own house before they complain
about the other man’s. I hold no brief for
a pastoralist who does not do his duty to the
black people, but I cannot see that the
present Government have done anything to
improve the conditions of the aboriginals, or
done anything to show that the people should
have confidence in their treatment of the
aboriginals, When many of our aboriginal
settlements were half wiped out by the in-
fluenza pest, what did the Government dq?
They simply compelled them to remain in
the settlement. If a number of those niggers
had been allowed to take to the bush, and
the Government had not kept them locked up
as they did, those people would have saved
their lives.

Mr. WEmR: At Barambah they went to the
bush.

Mr. CORSER: Not until many of them
had died from the pest. However, it is not
my intention to stonewall this vote. I have
no complaint to make in connection with the
vote, as there are no aboriginal settlements
in my district.

Mr. POLLOCK (Gr¢gory): The hon. mem-
ber for the DBurnett, in the course of his
remarks, made reference to the employment
of blacks on State stations. T have never
been in favour of employing blacks on
stations, nor have the Government. That is
obvious when one considers that the number
of blacks employed on State stations have
been reduced from 59 per cent. to a
percentage which practically means one

2y, Pollock.}
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blackfellow to everv four white men. I am
against the employment of blacks on State
and all other stations, for the reason that the
emplover alwavs makes the blackfellow a
special object for exploitation. I have heard
scores of men talking continually about their
regard for the blacks and their desire to
treat them with care. I heard the hon,
member for Carnarvon saying that he desired
to care for the blacks, and he mentioned,
incidentally, that as the blacks had no votos
he could not be accused of trying to catch
votes. But there is another phase of the
question.  Although a man may not be
accused of trying to catch votes, he still may
be accused of trying to further his own
interests without catching votes, A man may
be a po]xt]clan and a business man at the
same time, and when the hon. member for
(,amanon, like many other men, employs
blacks on his station. he gets as ‘much out
of them as he possibly can.

Mr. Cowser: He pays them union rates.
Mr. POLLOCK: My experience of blacks
on stations is that they are very much
inferior to white men. I admit that they
are better at station work than they are at
any other work, but I still say that black-
fellows working on stations are most unve-
liable. The average aboriginal cannot be
entrusted for five minutes with a job that
you would give to a white man.

My, Gusy: And you want them to be
paid an equal wage?

Mr. POLLOCK: If the argument which

the hon. member for Murilla and his party
use—that 1is, that the black man 1s as
good as a white man-—the hon. member

should be prepared to pay him an equal
wage. But I do not say that aboriginals are
as good as white men. The proper place
for a blackfellow is where he will be free
from exploitation by the white man, and if
the Government are moving in that direc-
tion, then they are doing something which is
highly desirable. Late in 1918, the Premier,
the hon. member for Burke, and myself went
to the Gulf country from Cloncurry along
the Leichhardt River, along the Gregory
River, and right out to Camooweal, and we
noticed that scores of blacks were being
employed on stations, while young Aus-
tralians were going about with swags and
packhorses ~wlchmw for work. A white
man is unable to seratch for himself the same
as a blackfellow, and unless he can get a
job on a station, he 1s in a very difficult
position; and most of those young men had
to leave their station work because of the
excessive employment of blacks on the
stations. Those who had horses of their
own went brumby-running, which is a
very precarious existence at its  Dbest.
There is another matter which has to
be considered. Many people who wansg
domestic servants desire to have black girls
working for them. This is another form of
Christianity which can be very easily
exploded.  Most of the wealthy families
around Brisbane desire to get a black girl
in their employment, ma,m]y because they
can make her do work that a white girl will
not do, and they pay her a smaller wage
than they have to pay to a white girl. The
desire to care for the blacks quickly dis-
appears if you compel these people to pay
the same price for black labour as they have
to pay for white labour; and very often a
black girl is thrown back on the care of the
State with a half-caste child. I hope that
if employers are to be allowed to take charge
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of these girls and work them, they will be
held responsible for the maintenance of the
children they bring back to the State. That
will be a test of their Christianity. One of
the organisers of the Australian Workers
TUnion and I went to the Protector of Abor-
eginals the other dayv, and had a talk with
himt about this matter. I had been under
the impression for some time that blacks had
half their wages paid to the loecal protector
of aborigines, that the other half was given
to the blacks to use as pocket-money. and
that the half paid to the local protectcr was
not given back to them again, as most of
them died and did not receive a penny of
that money. I found on inguiry from the
Protector that that was not so, and that in
spite of the figures quoted by the hon. mem-
ber for Carnarvon, the payments made to the
local protector did not by any very great
amount exceed the payments made to the
blacks by way of withdrawals. The figures
were given to me by the Protector, and I
am quite sure that the Minister will bear out
my statement that they do not coincide with
the figures given by the hon. member for
Carnarvon,
Mr. Guyx:
own report.
Mr. POLLOCK : With regard to the ques-
tion of wages, I was told that any black can
by application to the local protector get his .
wages paid to him at any time for the
purchase of any ordinary necessity. If a
black received six months’ wages all at once,
and a hawker came along, that hawker might
bleed him for the lot, because the average

I quoted the figures from his

blackfellow has no idea of the value of’
money.
Mr. GUNN: Does the Protector pay the

abourrmal, instead of paying the money inte
the bank ?

Mr. POLLOCK : There is nothing in that
point.

Mr. Guxy: The blackfellow does not get
the money.

Mr, POLLOCK: How do you mean that
he docs not get the money?

Mr., Guxn: There is a sum of £107,0600 in
the bank now.

My, POLLOCK : The Protector of Abori-
ginais will pay to the blacks all the money
to their credit if they desire to withdraw it.
The trouble is that most of the blacks de
net uuderstand that, and accordingly they
do not ask for the money.

Mr. Guxy: And the Government stick to
the money.

Mr., POLLOCK: The question is not so
much regarding the money held by the Pro-
tector of Aboriginals. The question in the
past has been “how much they have been
ficeced by their emplovers, the squatters.
There is an opening here for graft on the
part of the local protector of aboriginals, who -
15 generally the sergeant of police. The
sergeant of police can give a Myall black-
fellow 2z, and get him to sign a receint for
a “fiver”” I am sure that has happened
before to-day. I bhelieve that a number of
policemen have been discharged from the
service for adopting those methods, and there
is nothing to prevent those methods being
adopted to-day. 1 think that the practice of
giving the Protector one-half of the carnings
I‘AS, in most cases, been a very wise and
desirable one from the viewpoint of the -
blackfellow himself. On the question of
exemptions, I am satisfied that there are-
many half-castes who have been educated at
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the ordinary schools in the bush and who
are able to look after their own money.
Many of them know the value of money.
Out beyond Cloncurry there are hali-caste
bors who can go into the loeal stores, and
whose credit is better than that of some
white men. Their word is gcod for any
sum_in reason. as they are known to be
good payers. Those men should have the
whole of their money paid to them by their
employers, and I understand that 1 any
reasonable case of that kind the Protector
grants exemption. At least, he told me that
he would give exemption in any case wheve
the half-caste was sufficiently intelligent
to be able to look after his own money. A
lot of those boys receive the whole of their
money ; they earn decent wages, and they
are able to look after their money just as
well as white men, In cases other than those
of half-castes, they work for less than the
ruling rates of wages; consequently, it can be
seen that they do not understand the value
of money. I went to the Protector feeling
that the aboriginals had many grievances, but
I will do that gentlemnan the credit of saying
.that I came away believing that there was
nothing that he was not willing to do for
the aboriginals if it was right. I believe
that he is a very competent and capable man,
and certainly one who is in entire sympathy
with the blacks of this State, and who, given
a rcasonable opportunity and a fairly free
hand in the matter of looking after the
blacks, will render good and valuable service
to the State.
Question put and passed.

DUNWICH BENEVOLENT ASYLUM.

The HOME SECRETARY : I beg to move
—That £43,041 be granted for the ‘“ Dunwich
Benevolent Asylum.”” The increase this year
amounts to £5,737, and it is largely due to
the increased cost of food and drugs. The
increases for those items amount to £5,200,
and the balance consists of the usual increases
in salary given to the staff.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen): I take it we are
all interested in this vote. I notice that
there is an increase in the vote, and I
would like to know from the Home Secretary
if the inmates are well looked after in regard
to their food—whether they get roast beef
now and again, or whether they are always
tied down to boiled beef. I notice that nine
of my constituents are in Dunwich—not a
large number, it is true, still I am interested
in their welfare. The report of the medical
superintendent seems to be cut down this
vear as compared with what we used to get,
therefore we have not got as much infor-
mation as we were given in the past. Hon.
members will remember that last year I
had occa=ion to criticise the doctor who was
then in charge. Although I had never visited
the institution, subsequent events proved that
I had fairly sccurately estimated the position
from the report that was presented to Parlia-
ment by the doctor. I hope that every care
is taken of the old people, because there is
no doubt that they are old. I noiice that
the number of inmates between fifty and sixty
vears of age is 187; the number between
sixty and seventy is 374; between seventy
and eighty, 390: between eighty and ninety,
170: and over ninety, 19. The total number
is 1,271. I cannot speak of the institution
from personal observation, because I have
never been there. I have seen so much suffer-
ing in my time that I am not desirous of
seeing any more. I hope that every atten-
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tion is bestowed upon these old people. I
would like to know from the Home Secretary
whether any women who are what we gener-
ally  term “ unfortunates” are sent to
Dunwich.

The Houme SECRETARY : What do you mean.
by “ unfortunates”?

Mr. COLLINS: Well, you might call them

prostitutes. Ave any of them sent to
Dunwich?
The Ilove SecRerTARY: No, none of them

are sent to Dunwich because they are prosti-

tutes. If they are old women, they are
there.

Mr. COLLINS: I hope they are all well
looked after, no matter if they are ¢ unfor-
tunates.”

Question put and passed.

HEALTH.

The HOME SECRETARY: I move—

That £41,665 he granted for “ Health.””

The increase in the vote is £22,955, and it is
largely made up by the cost of the influenza
epidemic. Therve is an increase of £4,800 in
connection with the hookworm campaign, as
per arrangement with the Rockefeller Insti-
tute. There are also some small increases in
connection with the salaries. On the second
last vote, the hon. member for Murilla
referred to some salaries at Taroom. Those
officials are now classified under the Story
classification and are getting increased
allowances. The increases are }p‘ovided in a
lump sum on the Treasury Kstimates. One
of the principal items in connection with
this vote was discussed on the general vote,
50 there is no occasion for any more detail.
Question put and pessed.

HOSPITALS AND CHARITABLE INSTITUTIOXS.

The HOME SECRETARY: I move—
That £275,567 be granted for * Hospitals and
Charitable Institutions”” There 15 a big
increase here of about £30,000. A good deal

is caused by the increase in the

[8.30 p.m.] cost of running the Brishane

General Hospital, largely due to
the state of the hospital when taken over by
the Government. As is well known, the old
committce had struggled along for quite a
number of years under very bad ecircum-
stances. The people of Brisbanc were not
liberal in subscribing, and consequently the
conditions of the nurses and other employces
were not good. A good many of these
matters have been rectified by the Govern-
ment, and under a hospital employee
award reduced hours and increased wages
have been given. That has necessitated an
increase in the number of nurses, and, of
course, we have increased the payment all
round. The increase in the cost of main-
tenance from £14,000 to £23.750 is due, as in
other large institutions, to the increased cost
of food and drugs and inecidentale. 1% is
impossible %o retrench in those matters.
Almost every article of diet has inereased by
10 per cent. upwards, and drugs and dress-
ings by 60 per cent. to 65 per cent. It seems
inevitable that prices will continue to rise,
and we must meet them, and the only way
to do that is, of course, by incieasing the
vote. There is also a new item in the vote
this vear—=£5,000 for the Westwood Sana-
torium—which has been established, and 1is
now receiving patients. I do not know that
there are any other big items that I need
refer to. The item of endowment is prac-
tically the same. Of course, it fluctuates

Hon. W. McCormack.]
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according to the amount collected by the
hospital itself in each case. If there is any
information I can give, I shall be pleased to
afford it to members who '15]\ for it.

Mr. \IORG AN: On behalf of the country
people of this State. T would like to lodge
my protest against the saddling of the whole
of the poople with the expense of the Bris-

bane Hospital. In 1918-19 the sum of
£28,318 was placed on the Iistimates, and
this vear thc sum required is £43,512. \Vh\

the people of Queensland should be(ompelled
to pay that amount of money for the benefit
of persons within a certain radius of the
Brisbane Hospital I cannot for one moment
imagine.  Although the Government cer-
ainlv subsidise our country hospitals to the
extent of £2 for every £1 “subseribed by the
people in the different localities, neverthe-
fess they are compelled to raise such an
amount of money as will, with the addition
of the subsidy, maintain their hosplfals in an
up-to-date war. In 95 per cent. of the cases
the people do their duty in a proper manner.

Most country hospitals are not only main-
tained In an up-to-date manner in every
respect, but they also have credit balances

in the bank; but bane, where the
people are \\eal*hiﬂ e their conditions
are ever so much more advantageous, thes
spenge on the country people and the rest of
Queer med for the maintenance of their sick
and diseased. The quicker that stops the
better. 1t is time the Government took =ome
action to compel thiose who live within a
-certain radius or who benefit from the exist-
ence of the hospital to contribute sufficient
to maintain it; it is time thev placed it on
exactly the same footing as hospitals in other
parts  of the State.. I suppose that the
nationalisation of hosmtals is still one of
‘the principal planks of the Labour platform,
but nothing hss been done in that direction
except for Brishane. No wonder there are
members on the Government side who say
that this is a Queen street Government !

Mr. Kimrwan: It is not a Queen street
Government.

Mr. MORGAN: We had the member for
Townsville the other night stating that this
was a Queen street Government: and we
have had other members on the Government
side proclaiming the fact that Brisbane is
principally benefited by the present Govern-
ment. T honestly believe that the people
generally would not approve of nationalisa-
tion. In my own electorate there are four
hospitals, all financially strong. The people
recognise their 10%1}011°1b111t10§ and on no
comldmatmn or condition would thev
approve of the Government nationalising
them. On the same principle, the Brisbane
people have no right to be released from

‘their CS]’)OHQIblhtleb, and the quicker a Bill
is brought in to comnel them to do their
duby the better for all concerned.

Mr. ROBERTS: I want to speak first with
regard to the new epileptic home at Willow-
burn. 1 understand that some time ago
somebody who has taken an interest in this
‘home made application for the supply of a
piano. I have visited the place, and whilst
I realise that just at the moment there are
not very many patients, still I think some
form of entertainment might be provided,
and I was astonished when I received a copy
of a letter from the Home Department stat-
ing that the request had been turned down.
An application was made in February of last
year to the late Home Secretary for the
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admissionn of a child to the institution. I
understand that she is three and a-half years
old, and there is no question about her being

epileptic. The parents are in rather poor
circumstances, and the mother, who has two
other chddlcn cannot look after this girl.

There has been a considerable amount of
correspondence between the Home Office and
the home, and I am astonished to hear that
no provision can be made for her. If there
is any mneed for the establishment of an
epileptic home, surely it must be for the sake
of the young children in the community!
1 realised. from conversations with the
medical officer when I visited the institution,
that, unfortunately, the1e are some patlents
in whose cases there is no hope of successful
treatment, and who could almost be placed
in any’ institution at present in existence;
but they have been brought over by reason
of the shortage of patients for whom, I
assume, the Tnstitution was erected. I want
to impress this matter on the Minister. 1

do not know whether he is aware of the
position or not, but I ask that some pro-
vision be made for receiving this child. She

is the child of a worker, and the mother is
almost at death’s door through worry in
connection with the child. The pavents have
offered to pay 10s. per week for the
maintenance of the child.

The HOME SECRETARY :
to get the child?

Mr. ROBERTS: In the epileptic home.
The HowE SzcrrrtaARY : There should be no
difficulty.

Mr. ROBERTS: I am pointing out that an
application was made 1n Febroary. 1818.
I have made two applications myself since
last November, and even now I am informed
that the child cannot be admitted.

Myr. Kirway : Did they give you a reason?

Mr. ROBERTS: They said that it wants a
special room for the child. If so, I contend
that a special room must be built. T take

it that epileptic homes are erected to deal
particularly with children.

Where do you want

The Houme Secrerary: I will attend to
that case.

Mr. ROBERTS: I am glad to hear the
Kinister say that. This is a matter which

the late Minister had in hand himself, and
I: think we must blame the Government if
nothing comes of it. The Minister now says
he Will deal with it at once, so that shows
there is some rcason for the complaint, I
know that the matron has refused the appli-
cation. If, when we have spent such a large
sum of money for an epileptic home, we
cannot take an epileptic child in, we ‘have
failed in our work. I will accept the assur-
ance of the Minister that something will be
done in this matter.

At fifteen minutes to 9 o’clock p.m.,

Mr. Poirock, one of the Temporary Chair-
men, relieved the Chairman in the chair.

Mr. RPETERSON: The Westwood Sana-
torium 1s in my electorate, and I weuld like
to ask the Minister as to who is the medical

officer appointed there, and when it is
proposed that he shall take up his duties.

The HoME SecreTaRY: I have not made
an appointment, but will do so in a day or
two.

Mr. PETERSON :
appoint one as promptly as

I hope the Minister will
possible. I
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know he is very busy, and I am glad that
the matter has not escaped his attention.
This sanatorium has been erected for the
purpose of saving life. The hon. member for
Mount Morgan and other members, with
myvself, spent a great deal of time in obtain-
ing the institution, and we had in our mind
the cases of men who were in the incipient
stages of miners’ phthisis, and others suffer-
ing from kindred chest complaints. The men
who ge there do not go there to look for the
grave, but to recuperate, and, if possible,
take their place in society again, Is it a
fair thing to allow these men to mope avound
the institution without making provision for
games, a billiard table, or a good Hbrary
for them? If the men are going to get
benefit from the treatment they get, they need
to have recreation and amusement provided,.
The buildings are of a palatial nature, and
no momney has been spared to get an up-to-
date imstitution. I trust that the Minister
will make provision for amusements and
recreation for these unfortunate men, and
thus shed some ray of light upon their lives.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The total amount
that has been set apart for the Brisbane
Hospital this year is £43,000 for salaries and

maintenance. Is that the full amount?
The HoMe SECRETARY: Yes, that is the full
amount.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The country people
at Toowoomba, had to keep their hospital
going during the drought, and made many
sacrifices. We see the large suburban resi-
dences around Brisbane, and the evidence of
wealth on ever ¥ hand.

Mr. Kirwan: I thought the place was
ruined.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The bulk of the
wealth produced by the people in the country
comes into Brisbane. We see the amount of
wealth in Brisbane and the care that is
taken of the city. The people’s food is

seized in other parts of the State, and given.

cheap to the people of Brisbane. Money is
taken from drought-stricken people in coun-
try districts to the extent of £43,000, and
brought down to Brisbane to relieve the
peeple here of the responsibility of caring
for their sick. I am not blaming the people
50 much as I am blaming the Government.
No Government has a right to hold office
which allows such a state of things to exist.
The Government brought in a Hospitals Bill,
but under that Bill they presumed to make a
-man with a family who had an allotment,
no matter how hard he was struggling, to
contribute to the hospitals; only the man
who had land had to contribute. It was a
very one-sided measure, which put the whole
of the responsibility of the upkeep of the
hospitals on to the man who owned land.

The HoMeE SecrRETARY: Who are
wealthy suburban householders you speak of ?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: If you want their
names, take the electoral roll of Brisbane; and
if you do not want their names, you need
only take a tramecar ride or a motor-car ride.
You have nc need to go to the expense of
paying for a motor-car as I would have to
do, because you have a motor-car at your
hand, and you can take a tour round Bris-
bane and see all the evidences of wealth that
it is possible to get. When the Government
gather taxes in the drought-stricken country
districts to relieve the people of Brisbane of
the “expense of keeping up their hospital, it
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is about time they retired and allowed some-
body else who will govern fairly to take their
place.

The SECRETARY FOR Ramways: All these
people vou speak of voted for your party.

AMr. BEBBINGTON: Did the breweries
vote for cur party? And the hon. member
knows the cheques he got from them.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN:
Order !

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
absolute lie.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: You
cheques you got from them.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
deliberate lie.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
Order! 1 would ask the hon. member for
Drayton to confine his remarks to the subject
under discussion. If the hon. member
refuses to obey my call, I will have to take

Qrder ¥
That is an
know the

That is a

" further action.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 1
rise to a point of order. The hon. member
for Drayton referred to the cheques that I
or my party obtained from the breweries.
That should be withdrawn entirely.

Mr. Moreax: The cheques should be with-
drawn,

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order}
I pointed out that the hon. member had
failed to obey the Chairman’s call to order.
I did not quite catch what he was saying.
Did the hon. member make the remarks
stuted by the Minister?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: That the party got

cheques from the licensed victuallerg? Cer-
tainly I made those remarks.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Did
the hon. member remark that the Minister

for Railways got such a cheque?
Mr. BEBBINGTON : The Minister’s

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
Did the hon. member refer to the Minister
for Railways particularly as having received
such a cheque?

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Absolutely no. There
is no personality il politics. (Laughter).

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I
rise to a point of order again, The hon.
member for Drayton is attempting to make:
it appear that he did not refer to me, but:
if he made the statement as applying to the
party, I object to that also. I say the hom.
member is out of order in saying that this
party received cheques. It is a lie and a
deliberate lie.

Mr. CORSER: Is the hon. member in
order in saying it is a deliberate lie?

The TEMPORARY CHATRMAN : Order!
Order !

Mr. CORSER: I rise to a point of order.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order !
Will the hon. member resume his seat?

Mr. CORSER: Last night I was made to

withdraw a similar remark.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
Will the hon. member resume his seat?

Mr. MORGAN: Mr. Pollock—
The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!

Qrder!
Mr. Pollock.]

party.
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Mr. MORGAN: T think I am in order in
rising to a point of order. I do not think a
chairman has any right to interfere with a
man who wishes to raise a point of order.
The Standing Orders do not give him that
power. The Standing Orders provide that,
if a Minister or anyone else states that
another hon. member is telling a deliberate
lie, he is cut of order.

The SECRETSRY FOR RAILWAYS:
deliberate

Mr. MORGAN : Notwithstanding the fact
that the statement was made by the Minister
for Railways ask you, Mr. Pollock, to
make the Minister for Railways withdraw it.
We asked you, as the one in the chair who is
supposed to be non-partisan, to ask the
Minister for Railways to withdraw the state-
ment he made. He said the hon. member for
Drayton told a deliberate lie, and that is
not in order.

Mr. CORSER : Last night—
The TEMPCRARY CHATIRMAN : Order !

I would point out to the Minister for Rail-
ways that the term ¢ deliberate lie” is
entirely out of order, and I would ask him
to withdraw it. The hon. member for Dray-
ton has stated that he did not make that
remark as applyving personally to any
member of the party.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I
like to conform to the ruling of the Chair-
man as every member must do that, but if
the hon. member for Drayton suggests that
this party received money in the way indi-
cated, it may not be deliberate, but, never-
theless, it is a lie. I withdraw accordingly.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : I will say this: that
possibly 'these rich people who have refused
to contribute to their hospitals—some of them
may have voted for our party, but it is
better to receive votes from those people than
to receive money from gambling, which that
party over there have been receiving for
years, and more than that—

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Oxder!
I ask the hon. member to withdraw the
remark as to any party receiving money
from gambling. The remark is distinctly
out of order. Will the hon. member with-
draw?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: If parliamentary
etiquette requires it, I withdraw, but you
know perfectly well "that they gave permis-
sion for gambling. (Disorder.)

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
1 hope the hen. member will obey my ruling,
and 'if the hon. member sticks to the ques-

I say it is

tion, there will be no necessity to withdraw
anything.

Myr. BEBBINGTON: Tt is unrveasonahle
that people who will not support their

hospitals can raise so many hundreds of
pounds in gambling and gambling under
permission given through the Home Office
whose T;umutes we are discussing now.
GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Wrong again.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Well, through the
Chief Justice. (Laughter.)

Br., Kirwax: That is an attack on the
Chief Justice.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I say that these
peopler can raise hundreds of pounds by
gambling.

[Mr. Morgan.
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The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
We are at present dealing with the Esti-
mates of the Home Department and I ask
the hon. member to keep to the question.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I say these people
should support their hospital. When they
can raise such huge sums by gambling for
political purposes, then they certainly should
support their hospltdl and if they cannot do
that, if I were in the Home Secrefary’s place,
T would make them.

The HoME SELRETARY :
the Toowoomba Hospital ?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The Toowoomba
Hospital has not got the money that the
Brisbane Hospital has. The Toowoomba
Hospital should be made a base hospital.
The Toowoomba Hospital has received noth-
ing like the treatment that the Brisbane
Hospital has received.

What is up with

The Howmr SecrETARY: If we gave them

- £1.000, it would not gei them out of their
difficulty.

Mr. BEBRINGTON: Suppose you did
give Toowoomba £1,000, what is it? Here

vou give Brisbane, without asking any ques-
tion, £43, 000 in one year, and in three years
you have given them over £100,000. If we
had a Government with any fairness at all,
they would put a tax on Brisbane and
compel the Brisbane people to pay the. same
as other people do.

Mr. BrRENNAN : Why didn’t you vote for the
Bill?

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Because, if a man
had an allotment he was compelled f{o con-
tribute to the hospital under the Bill, and
the rich. man who had thousands a year
income, if he was living in a rented house,
contributed nothing at all.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The Minister knows
pelfectlv well that the tax was leVIed upon
fand, and if the rich man lived in a rented
house he paid nothing under that Bill. That
is the reason why I voted against it. Every
man should be compelled to contribute
towards the hospital, no matter whether he
owned land or not.

The Home SecreTARY: You will have a
chance of voting on it again,

Mr. BEBBINGTON: If you bring in a
fair Bill which compels every man to con-
tribute according to his income, then I will
support 1t. At the present time there are

thousands of men with big

[9 p.m.] incomes who are never asked to
pay income tax, and I suppose
the same thing will occur m regard to the
Hospitals Bill. There are eight institutions
mentioned on page 23 of the Kstimates which
get subsidies from the Government. I would
like to ask the Minister if it is necessary to
increase one from £1,000 to £2,000, is it not
also necessary to increase all the others?
And why is one reduced from £74 to £447
If the expenses are very much higher, one
should not be increased without the others
being increased in comparison. I am not
complaining about the one: but do not the
others need it just as much?

The HoMe SecrerarY: The other hospitals
are raised in proportion to the amouns ov
money they collect. ¥

Wrong.
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Mr. BEBBINGTON: If the Home Secre-
tary is satisfied that the others do not need
any rise, I am satisfied.

Mr. BAYLEY : I should like to refer to
the value placed by this Government on the
labour of male and female employees respec-
AH}l It will be noticed that the female
cooks and the housekeeper only receive one-
half of the wages paid to the male employees
for practically the same work. It seems to me
strarge that in these days of democracy we

. should find such a difference made.
do not see why women should not receive
cqual pay with men when they do equal
work. When we find a woman occupying
the xeaponsxble position of housekeeper receiv-
ing only £80, whilst the man engaged in the
‘kitchen receives double that amount. when
we find the female cooks receiving less than
one-half the amount paid to the male cooks
in the same employ, 1 say it is not right.
In these days of demoecracy I take it it is
understood ‘that when women give equal
service with men they should receive equal
navment. These women probably are keep-
mg families, and rhe\' have a perfect right
to receive as much money as the male
-emaployee in return for the work they do.

Mr. SPENCER: We have in our district
what is known as the Muckadilla bore. The
water from that bore possesses great curative
properties in connectien with rheumatism.
A large number of patients come from all
parts “of the world. Experts and medical
authorities say that the curative properties
of this water are beiter than those of any
other water in Australia. I know one
instance of a lady who came from Scotland.
She had been to the English waters and the
German waters. - She came to New Zealand,

then went to New South Wales, and then
came to Muckadilla. She was almost a
~cripple.  After being there some time, she

got great relief, and since has had permanent
benefit. The Gm ernment have gone to some
-expense there in supplying a nurse and alse
in supplying baths; but there is no con-
venience for the unfortunate peopls who are
unable to pay. I think it is just as necessary
for the Government to supply a hospital for
the people who suffer from rheumatism as it
is for any other disease. There is no doubt
this w ater is a great asset to Australia. There
is a private hotel there. but unfortunately
there are many people who want to go to
that bore who have no money and they
-cannot get the benefit of it. What I would
suggest to the Minister is that he should
have some inquiry made with a view to
smaking it a State enterprisc or a public
ho:pltal I do not think there is anything
Ain which the Government could spend money
with greater benefit. The hotel, unfor-
tunately, charges a high rate and poor people
are unable to get any benefit. In addition
to that. those who go to the waters have
absolutely no amusement or reereation. They
go to the baths regularly and drink the
water, but they have to sit on the narrow
veranda in the hot weather. I think the
Government cught to take over that hotel—
tbev could get it for a reasonable amount—

and they should alo appoint a medical man
and provide some little recreation for the
patients. It is as necessary that they should
‘zet exercise as medical attention. Some shed
should be provided for them to sit in and
some golf links or bowling alleys or some-
“thing of that kind.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS :

Golf links!

{28 JanUvarY.]
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My, SPENCER : That is one of the things
that is recommended. It would not be costly
to have golf links, bowling alleys, tennis
courts, or something of that kind so that the
unfortunate people can get some little a amuse-
ment and at the same time some exercise.
The doctors say it is absolutely necessary

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
the halt,

Iinks.

Mr. SPENCER : Provide angthing, as long
as thev can get some exercise, and have some
xheltex from the sun. I look upon this as a
serious matter, and I think it is one in which
the Government should take some interest.
All the medical authorities will bear out
what I say. There is no doubt that a good
deal of suffeuno" could be relieved by having
an institution of that kind.

Question put and passed.

The lame
and the blind do not want golf

INSANITY,
The HOME SECRETARY: I beg to
movc~That £174,196  be granted  for
Insanity.” There are large increases here,

due again chiefly to the increased cost of
maintenance, ‘here are also additional
amounts in 1eoa1d to wages. The asylum
attendants and “the other employees who are
working in these institutions have obtained
awards from the Arbitration Court. at con-
siderably increased rates of pay; and that
has largely been responsible for the increase
in the vote. The increase in the cost of
maintenance at Goodna has been consider-
able, and that is due largely to the cost of
foddu during the dry weather. The increase
in the other asylums are proportionate to the
increased cost of living in all our charitable
institutions. I move the vote.

MOORD (Aubigny): There are one or
fwo mattu‘s in the report of the Inspector of
Hospitals for the Insane about which I should
like some explanation. Regarding the new
farm ward, the inspector says—

“This ward is now practically com-
plete, and will shortly be occupied. The
ward was built mostly of old material
from two dismantled wards, viz., old
male No. 1 and No. 8 wards. It was
erected chieﬂy by the institution artisan
and patient labour, and was handed over
to the Works Denartment for completion
when that depamment took over our
artisan staff; at that time the sanitary
work, plummnv and painting had to
be done.”

What was the difference between the cost
of the work as done by the Public Works
Department and as done by the artisan and
patient labour at the hospital? The inspector
fmthel says, on page 39—

*I regret to report that nothing has
bt,en done to complete the 0ui:teung and
kerbing of the main drive, especially that
portion close to and in front of the new
admml\ha*ue block, since the work was
taken over by the Works Dopaltment in
1917. This work had been previously
carried out by the hospital artisan staff,
and was nearly conlpleted (as 1Ocra1ds
this section of the main drive) when the
work was handed over to the Works
Department. At present it presents an
unsightly and unfinished appearance in
the vieinity of the main enirance to the
hospital.”

Mr. Moore.]
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Practically all through the report the coms
plaint of the Inspector is that when work
has been left to the institution it has been
carried out at a considerable saving, both
in time and money, over the cost of work
done by the Works Depariment. It is stated
that the work as carried out by the institu-
tion has been more economically done than
work done by the Works Department.

The Houe SecrerarY: In his opinion. He
might be a good man for his job, and he
should keep to his job.

Mr. MOORE: The doctor says that when
work was undertaken by the institution it
was carried out, but when it was handed to
the Works Department it was not done. The
work In question was handed over to the
Works Department half finished two years
ago, and the doctor says that if the institu-
tion had been allowed to carry out the work
it would have been finished and a consider-
able saving effected. Referring to the new
vegetable garden, the report says—

“ Unfortunately, production in this
garden has been cau‘led out under great
difficulties, partly owing to the prolonged
drought experienced dulmg the past vear.
This dlﬁiculh would have been overcome
had the electric pump and tanks been
installed (as mentioned in my last
annual report, and which have been asked
for now for nearly two years), so that the
garden could have been efficiently irri-
gated throughout the drought, and a
plentiful supply of vegetables could have
been grown and the maintenance of this
large institution could have been consider-
ably reduced.”

Further on the report says—

“ Had the institution been allowed to
carry out such work, as it has been per-
mitted in the past, a great deal could
have been already accomphshed without
expense to the Government, such as
taking up old existing pipes on the estate
and relaying them in this garden; a
portion of the cost would, therefore, have
been avoided, and the remaining
decreased sum for the whole urlgatlon
scheme might have been more readily
granted.”

He goes on to point out exactly where the
money could have been saved, but apparently
the policy of the Government is to take away
occupation from the inmates of the institu-
tion and hand the work over to the Works
Department. The same kind of complaint
is made throughout the report in regard to
the other hospitals. The Minister says that
he would vather take the report of a
carpenter on a matter of this kind than the
opinion of the doctor.

The HouE SecRETARY: I would sooner take
the report of the carpenter or the Public
Works inspector on a public building than
I would take the report of a doctor.

Mr. MOORE : In spite of the work which
has been efficiently done by the institution,
and the increased cost of work as done by
another department, the Minister repeats
#hat he would rather take the word of a
carpenter or inspector of public buildings
than the opinion of the doctor.

The HonE SECRETARY : If you want to build
& house, do you employ a doctor?

Mr. MOORE: No; but when I get a man
who_carries out his work economically and
efficiently, T do not give the work to a man

[Mr. Moore,
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who does not carry out the work now
entrusted to him.
The Home Srcrerary: He is very sour

about it.
Mr. MOORE : I can understand his being
very sour When the work is left unfinished.

The Hoxe SecreTaRY: He has  been
apploachmg you instead of me on the
matter.

Mr. MOORE: I do not say that he has.
been approaching me, but ¥ may inform the
hon. gentleman that I have read the doctor’s
report, and I understand from that that work
has been carried out by the institution in
an economical way, and I say that under
those circumstances it is madness to take
the work away from the institution and give
it to another department. There is another
matter that I should like to refer to, and
that is the way in which the several institu-
tions show a profit on their transactions.
The profits are evidently regulated in such
a way that one institution shall not show
any more profit than another, For instance,
the report shows that vegetables grown and’
used at Ipswich are put down at 2d. per lb.,
while at Toowoomba the price is given as
1d., and at Goodna the price is reckoned as
2d. per lb.

Mr. BRENNAN : What is the difference?

Mr. MOORE: Only 1d. and 3d. These
things are grown in the mstltutlon garden,
and it is an extraordinary thing that there
is no regulation requiring that the basis
upon which the articles produced shall be:
paid or charged for at the same rate in all
the institutions. It seems to be an extra-
ordinary thing that the director of each
institution has to put a different price on
what he produces in order to show a profit
or a loss on his work, and may thus escape
making a loss.

The HoME SECRETARY: You ought to call
in the doctor and he will advise you on it.

Mr. MOORE : These things appear to be
very peculiar, and the least thing the Min-
ister could do is to take steps to remedy
the matters complained of in the report. The
articles produced at these institutions are
produced for the benefit of the institution,
and the report is not written by the doctor
for fun, but in order that he may benefit the
institutions under the control of the Govern-
ment. He points out ways in which money
can be saved; he points out certain systems
which will 1educe the cost of maintenance;
he points out things that will be for the
benefit of the patients; he points out ways
in which the nursing staff can get Dbetter
treatment and better conditions. When he
points out these things, surely it is up to the
Government to take notice of them. There
is something further on page 51 of the
report which is worth calling attention to—

“Under the eight-hour  system,
inquiries into any irregularity or special
event can always be effected within
twenty-four hours. Under the present-

system, the patients do not and cannot
recetve the same interest from the nursing
staffs because the nurse or attendant will
always be off duty the next day, and
naturally interest in their patients ceases
owing to want of continuity of work.
Under the present system, too, the
patients are deprived of many advan-
tages, privileges, and comforts owing te
the great expenditure such would ineur
in payment of overtime to provide them.
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“Under the proposed svstem ({three
shifts of eight hours cach) the following
advantages would be gained :—Firstly:
There would be continuity of work,
therebv creating a greater interest in
and therefore knowledge of the patients
individually and of their peculiarities.
Secondly : Practically all  patients,
except acute cases and those who are
very troublesome and dangerous, could
have the advantage of sitting up until
9 p.m. instead of being put to bed at
5.45 p.m. and having to stay in bed until
6.15 a.m. as at present. Thirdly: Enter-
tainments could be given more frequently
without entailing the heavy expenditure
of overtime necessary at  present.
Fourthlv: Acute, troublesome, faulty,
and dangerous patients could receive
better and more individual attention
until 10 p.m., after which time from
experience it is known that such patients
seitle down for the night, give Iless
trouble, and require less attention, and
therefore a smaller staff is sufficient to
look after them.”

Surely recommendations such as those, based
on the experience of the medical superinten-
dent, are worthy of some notice. When he
finds that the present condition of affairs is
unsatisfactory, when he finds that the patients
are not getting the treatment they should
receive, when he says that an alteration can
be brought about without further expense to
the department whereby the patients will
receive better treatment and the nurses better
training, and that everything will be more
satisfactory, surely it is worth while for the
department to take mnotice of such recom-
mendations ! All through the report, not only
does the doctor make recommendations this
year, but he calls attention to the fact that
those recommendations have been made pre-
viously and that no attention has been given
to them. Probably these reports have never
been read by the people in charge of this
department; and here we have the expert
who 1s placed in charge of an institution
such as this, who takes sufficient interest in
the institution to write to the heads of the
department and suggest ways in which things
can be improved and cconomy effected, and
yet the department takes no action to ascer-

tain whether there is anything in those
recommendations. A litile further on he
says—

“ The training of the pupil nurses and
attendants could be practically accom-
plished during their duty hours.

“The overtime and expense incurred
under the present system, which necessi-
tates the night staff doing twelve and
a-half hours’ work (entalling one-half
hour overtime) to allow for change of
shifts would be entirely done away with
under the eight-hour system.”

At twenty-five minutes past 9 o’clock p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair.

Mr. MOORE: All these things must
materially benefit not only the patients but
the employees, and the Minister will be well
advised if he will take notice of the remarks
and recommendations that have been made
by the medical superintendent.

The Howme SecRETARY: He does not put
these things before the Minister; he writes
them in his report.

Mr. MOORE. He writes them in his report,
and apparently his printed reports are

19207
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beneath t}}e notice of the Minister. Surely,
if 2 man in charge of an institution like this
writes a report, the Minister should take
some notice of it. Surely the Minister does
not expect the doctor to write a special letter
to him on every subject. He makes hig
recommendations in his annual report.

The Howe Secrerary: What is to prevent
him making reconunendations before he
writes his report?

Mr. MOORE : He says that he made many
of these recommendations last year, and no
notice was taken of them. Surely the hon,
gentieman does not expect him to make them
all the year round! He makes them in his
annual report, in which he savs that he
wants certain things remedied.

The Iioue SECRETARY: Ilis asylum shows
up badly against the others so far as economy
1z concerned.  Ie wants everything under his
own control, )

Mr. MOORE: It seems to me that the
policy of the heads of the department is to
say that the recommendations of those im
charge of these institutions are no good.
This man has a reputation to keep up.

The Hove SECRETARY: He is not interfered
with in any way by the Minister.

Mr. MOORE: He may not be interfered
with, but he is not backed up. If he were
backed up by the department with reference
to his recommendations, possibly the work
would be carried out—as he suggests—more
economically and efficiently.

The HoME SECRETARY : Look at the amount
of money that has been spent in his time on
buildings,

Mr. MOORE: That is just what I want
to get at. I want to get the amount of
money that has been spent in carrying out
work done by the institution and the amount
of money that has been spent in getting
work carried out by the Public Works
Department, and then we could see where the
economy is. If it can be proved that the
superintendent is wrong and that the work
is now done cheaper and better, the Oppo-
sition will have nothing to say. But if
the superintendent is proved to be right, and
the work can be carried out more efficiently
and economically under his administration
than by the Public Works Department, then
it shows the necessity for some change in the
present system. The department say that
they are right; that is what we want to
find out.

The HoME SECRETARY: He goes to you
people; he does not come to us.

Mr. MOORE: There is no occasion for the
head of any Government institution to come
to us. e writes his reports; we read them.
He writes his report for the Minister to read.
One would think that the Minister would
read 1t before presenting it to Parliament.

The HoME SECRETARY : I read it, bub it was
written before I became Minister.

Mr. MOORE : The hon. gentleman had an
opportunity of perusing it before the Esti-
mates came on. It is extraordinary that the
first time the Minister knows anything abou#
the report is when it is brought under his
notice here,

The, HouE SecrETARY: You are making
some 1maccurate statements now, like the hon.
member for Drayton.

Mr. BEBBINGTON :
inaccurate statements.

I did not make any

Mr. Moere.)
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Mr, MOORE: I have only asked a simple
question referring to matters dealt with in
the report, and the Minister tells me that
I should give notice of the question. How
could I possibly give notice of a question on
the Estimates when the report was tabled
months ago?

The HouE SECRETARY : You wanted to know
the cost of certain works that were carried
out by the Public Works Department.

Mr. MOORE: I want to know whether
the cost is greater under the present system
or under the system advocated by Dr.
Ellerton.

Mr. WHITFORD : You get your facts from
@ lunatic.

Mr. MOORE: I get my facts from Dr.
Ellerton’s report. 1If he is a lunatic, the
Government should get rid of him. He is
the medical superintendent employed by the
Government to administer this asylum, and
gurely it is the duty of the Government to
see that the man in charge of such an insti-
tution is capable and sane, and not a lunatic,
as suggested on the other side. Dr. Ellerton
deals with scveral things that are worthy of
attention. I do not want to read what he
says on page 52, but I would recommend
the Minister to read what he says there,
because it has a great bearing on the future
with regard to those with deficient intellects,
and what it is going to cost the State to
look after them. He points out that it is a
suicidal policy to go on as we are doing, and
he suggests means of bringing about a better
state of affairs.

Mr. WEiTroRD : That men should be inside
and not outside,

Mr. MOORE: Can you imagine an hon.
member sitting behind the Government
making such a statement as that?

Mr. WarrrorD: That is my own personal
view.

Mr. MOORE : In effect, the hon. member
says that the Government have placed in

charge of this institution a man who i3
insane. The hon. member is as responsible
as Dr. Ellerton for seeing that people of

feeble or unsound mind are looked after
by the State. And yet he has the audacity
) to make the suggestion that the
[9.30 p.m.} man in charge is of weak intel-
lect, that he should be inside
instead of outside. Does it not seem an
extraordinary thing that a member sitting
behind the Government should make that
admission? I could wunderstand that a
member of the Opposition. after reading a
report such as this, might suggest there was
something wrong  with a member sitting
behind the Government in whose power it
was to put in charge somebody who was fit
to carry out such suggestions and who did
not do so. The report that has been written
by the doctor is eminently sane, is quite
clear, and shows where discrepancies have
occurred and gives the Minister the oppor-
tunity of remedying the wrong principles
that are being carried out in the institution.
But all we get from this Minister is that he
would rather take the word of a carpenter
than the man who wrote the report. I
think that a Minister in charge of a depart-
ment such as that should see that the state-
ments receive more attention than they do at
present.’

[#r. Yoore.
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Mr. ELPHINSTONE : Before making any
comments regarding the asviums, I would
like to call the Minister’s attention to what is
obviously an inaccuracy, on page 25 of the
Estimates. When he has finished his con-
versation——

The CHAIRMAN: Is the hon. member
going to continue his speech?

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : No. I am waiting
for the Minister to conclude his crmversa-
tion. I shall make my speech in my own
way as I like.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Do I under-
stand the hon. member to say that he would
make his speech as he liked himsclf?

Mr. ERELPHINSTONE:  Precisely, in
accordance with the Standing Orders.

The CHAIRMAN: I am calling your
attention to the Standing Orders.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I would like to
call the attention of the Minister to the fact
that I think he will find that the total at
the bottom of page 25 should be £82,753 and
not £24.327, and that the carry-over should
be the same figures. I do not know whether
it will make any difference to the vote, but
it is just as well to call attention to it.

My, Were: It is adjusted on the next page
in the totals.

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I was somewhat
sorry to hear the remarks of the Minister
regzrding the gentleman in charge of the
asylum at Goodna, because, in my opinion,
the report which he has submitted to each
member of the House is one that deserves
our carcful consideration. Ile has made
apparently the one great error of showing in
what direction economies can be effected,
and that seems to be an offence in the eyes
of this Government.

The Hour SECRETARY :

Mr., ELPHINSTONE: He has clearly
and explicitly set forth mnet only on this
oceasion, but on previous occasions, direc-
tions in which economies can be effected,
but because he dares to do so, because he
dares to express himself freely and frankly,
he is cvidently a marked man—judging by
the remarks of the Minister,

No.

The Hoxe Srcrerary: He is a very excel-
lent man in his own department, but he
wants to be Government Architect. Commis-
sioner for Railways, and so on.

Mr. ELPHINSTONIL: The Government
have put him in charge as manager of that
asylum, and I presume, therefore, that he is
capable of running the department economi-
cally and properly, but because he has the
audacity to suggest directions in which
economies can be effected, the hon. member
for Burrum suggests that he should be an
inmate and not the superintendent. Of
course, I can guite understand the CGovern-
ment putting that kind of value on such a
man’s service. Any man who suggests
econiomy in these days is a fit inmate for a
lunatic asylum—anyone can see that in the
whole of the Goverament’s financial opera-
tions, Whenever any savings arve suggested
in the Auditor-General’s report, he is a fif
inmate of an asylum, and in that regard
we can see something of the kind of
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victimisation exemplified in the remarls of the
Minister for Mines in another Chamber last
nigld—that unless a man was a Labour sup-
porter he should not he allowed to buy meat
-at a State butcher’s shop. And because it is
assumed that Dr. Ellerton is not a supporter
of the Labour party, he is a marked man.
How dare he fulfil his obligations to the
House by pointing out directions in which
economies can be effected! I happen to
know Dr. Ellerton fairly intimately, and
I have met him on many occasions—he is
in mv eicctorate—but never on one occaslon
hes he made the slightest complaint to me
sbout the department which controls his
asylum.

The PreviER: You have Iet the cat out of
the bag.

Mr., ELPHINSTONE: He is a man who
is ser wpummh honourable in the way he
conduets his affairs, and for the Minister to
suggest that the superintendent has come to
us to lay complaints about his department is
in keening with some of the other statements
of the hon. member, and in my judgment is
a scandal and disgrace, because you can see
that because a man has been brave enough
to suggost directions in which money can e
saved he Is ﬂomo to take the word of a
carpenter instead of his word. He com-
plains in kiz report that the work done pre-
vicusly under his supervizion was more
economically done than it is donce under the
Department.  When a pipe wanted
he was able to effect that repair.

When did he tell

b

ranendi

The HoOME SECRETARY :
vou this?

Mr. FLPHINSTONE: He has not told
me this. I have got it from other men in
the asylum. T am pointing out that he is not
a man who comes and crawls to members of
Parliament. The asylum is in my electorate,
and it is my duty to look after it. The
superintendent points out that if anything
wants mending or some slight job requires
attending to, the Works Department has to
be notified, and a man has to be sent up.

The Howe Secrersary: Why does not the
superintendent at Dunwich do the same
thing ?

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I am talking about
Goodna, and I am not going to be swltched
off my point. Because the »upermtendent is
bold encugh and fair enough to us—and his
duty is to “the Opposition just as much as to
the Government—and to the people of
Queensland—he is belitiled by the Govern-
ment. The Home Secretary thinks he is a
man_who has exceeded his duties, just as the
Auditor-General is accused of having
oxceeded his duties when he points out direc.
tions in which economies can be -effected.
T'hat is an offence, something which this
Government cannot tolerate, vet the Premier,
on every occasion when we talk of economy
says, Show us where they can be cffected.”
If we only had a sufficiently retentive mind,
we could occupy the whole #time allowed to
us for speaking by showing where economies
can be effected. Here is one way in which
they can be effected, but it is an offence to
mention it. So long as we are in opposition
it will be our duty to point out these thiags,
and to look to these managers and super-
what directions

a3

intendents to show us in

money is being squandered and in what
directions economies can be effected. If the
{Government does not appreciate them we,

as an Opposition, do
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Mr. VOWLES: I would like to support
the remarks of the last two speakers. 1i is
rather a remarkable attitude for the Minister
to adopt towards a man who has wade a
report. One cannot help noting that there
is a spirit of hostility to him because he
has had the temerity to criticise the depart-
ment in such a bold and open way. There
is no question that the department seems
to be trying to carry out the policy of the
Trades Hall. not to work economically, but
to create labour, so that the inmates shali
not have the privilege of doing work which
can be done by unionists outside. That seems
to be the \\ho] bone of contention. If w
have men in the institutions who are Cdpable
of doing work just as well as, if not better
than, the class of workmen “ho will be sent
there, why should the principal in charge of

all institution not practise economy, which
he can do, and save the public the expense?
Why  should the rccommendations of a
principal not be taken heed of? ILook at
the incident reported about that engine.

The Hodye SECRETARY : He has an abso-
lutely free hand.

Mr. VOWLES: He has a free hand, and
makes a report, and he is then hostilely
criticlsed by members of the Government,
who, instead of condemning him, should
applaud him. If a man in charge of such an
institution has the interests of the institution
at heart, he will attend to every minor
detail there. The medical supenntendent is
placed there, first of all because he is s
good man as a doctor, and because he hLas
other ability in addition,

The HouE SEcRETARY : Would you give the
control of the buildings of the General
Hospital in Brisbane to the medical supb:-
intendent ?

Mr. VOWLES: That is quite a different
thing. Do you expect the matron of an
institution simply to do the nursing? o,
you expect her to get results from the farm
in connection with poultry and other side
lines for the upkeep of the institution; yet
she is not a poultry expert or farmer. It
is the same with the medical superintendent
at Goodna. There is no need for me to
strain that point any further. The criticisms
of the last two hon. members who have
spoken have made the hon. gentleman wince,
and he should take notice of what has been
said. It is scandalous to think that in the
vegetable garden the superintendent twelve
months ago recommended the purchase of an
engine for irrigation purposes, by which they
could save a tremendous amount of expense
but that engine has not been procured.

The HoMe SECRETARY: We are now trying
to get two silos built at Goodna.

Mr. VOWLES: You are ready to act now
that the drought is over. The hon. gentle-
man sard he could not expect results during
the drought, and that was just the time when
other men came down to Brisbane to buy oil
engines, but when the head of an institution
Jndde a recommendation:

The Prextier: He wanted to
for £45 worth of vegetables.

Mr. VOWLES: That opens up another
question. I would like to know from the
Minister w hat is the practice at the various
institutions in connection with the purchase
of vegetables. Are they purchased from the
State Produce Agency? Is there any com-
petition, or is the institution simply there for

Mr. Vowles.]

spend £3,500
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the purpose of buoying up another one? It
is remarkable if the only profit the State
Produce Agency is able to make is the profit
which it derives from the sales of stocks to
public institutions. for which 1t charges
higher prices than the general produce dealer
would charge. Tt would be far better to close
the State Produce Agency than run it on
those lines.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The State
Produce Agency does not come under this
vote,

Mr, VOWLES : No, but produce is part of
the stuff which has to be purchased for
these Institutions. It is time to close down
the State Produce Market and purchase your
produce in the cheapest market. If a produce
market is to be bolstered up with a monopoly
of the trade of institutions such as this, and
it is charging higher prices, we should close
it up, as it is really being run at a loss,
and allow the principals of the other institu-
tions to buy their necessaries in the cheapest
market.

There is another vote which I think comes
under this heading—that is, the consumptive
sanatorium at Dalby.

The CHAIRMAN:
previous vote,

Mr. VOWLES:
refer to it.

Question put and passed.

It came under the

In that case I will not

LAZARET.

The HOME SECRETARY : I move—That
£6,198 be granted for ¢ Lazaret.” There
arc some increases here amounting to £1,016.
In maintenance there is an increase of £800.
This afternoon, the hon. member for Bulimba
suggested that I should visit the Lazaret,
and I will do so as soon as I have an
opportunity, and inspect the establishment.
If I can do anything to help these people
and make their lives more bearable on
account of the awful disease they are suffer-
ing from, I shall be very willing to do so.

Question put and passed.

MEDICAL.
The HOME SECRETARY : I move—That
£2,570 be granted for *‘ Medical.,”” This is

the usual vote for the amounts paid to the
various medical officers.
Question put and passed.

.

OUTDOOR RELIEF.

The HOME SECRETARY : I move—That
£41,580 be granted for ‘ Outdoor Relief.”
This matter was very fully discussed this
evening on the first vote, and there is ne
need to repeat the statements made then.

Mr. MORGAN: It seems extraordinary
that, while last year only £8,986 was placed
on the Estimates, we are to-day asked to
vote £41,580 for outdoor relief. Does the
Government anticipate that the relief given
during the present financial year will be so
much greater than during past years?

The Houe SECRETARY : The last six months
have been bad.

Mr. MORGAN: I suppose that a great
amount of this money has already been spent
on outdoor relief,

The HOME SECRETARY: VYes.
[Mr. Vowles.
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Mr. MORGAN: I would like the Minister
to tell us whether they are paying relief to
men out on strike, the same as those who are
out of amployment.

The FloMe SEcgeTARY: No. Men who are
ont on strike do not get relief, but their
wives and families do. We must give them

relief.

My, MORGAN: That is practically the
same thing. Do they get the same amount?

The Hoxre SECRETARY: They get what the
police consider necessary.

Alr. MORGAN: That is not a proper
thing. Previously, if a man was out on
strike the unions gave strike pay for the

purpose of relieving distress caused by the
strike, but now evidently the unions have
been relieved of their rvesponsibility in that
direction, and these men obtain relief from
the Government.

The HoME SECRETARY: That iz not so. It
may have happened on a few occasions.

Mr, MORGAN: The Government of no
other State gives relief to strikers.

The Home Secreriry: They do. They
paid relief during the seamen’s strike in
every capital in Australia.

Mr. MORGAN: Not to the strikers.

The Howe Secrerary: They did.
Commonwealth Government did.

Mr. MORGAN: I object strongly to this
Government paying relief to those on strike.

The Premier: Why do you sidestep the
Commonwealth?

Mr. MORGAN: The time is ripe when
greater inguiry should be made in regard to
those needing assistance.

The IIOME SECRETARY :
made.

Mr. MORGAN: We have read in the
Press that at Townsville and other places
men got ration tickets from the police to
obtain bread, and then sold them to people
who were prepared to buy. We have also
read of men who have had rolls of notes in
their pockets being allowed to obtain relief
from the police.

The Houe SECRETARY : That has happened
with past Governments.

Mr. MORGAN: I admit that that might
have been so, but the Minister will agree
that it has happened to a far greater extent
since the present Government has been in
power, That is why I would like to see more
inquiries made. [ have mno objection to
the (overnment giving assistance to those
genuinely in need of it, but for many months
past, if not for years past—I go so far as
to say during the regime of the previous
Government—people who are, comparatively
speaking, well off have obtained relief when
they were not entitled to it. People who
have homes of their own, well furnished, and
who are able to keep a horse and sulky, have
been obtaining relief from the Government.
Is that a fair thing? I do not think it is
when we have genuine distress in the couniry
and when we have settlers siruggling for
their very existence who are not getting
relief. I would like to see a Commission
appointed; perhaps a Supreme Court judge.

The HoMmE SECRETARY: It could make no
more inquiries than the police do.

=

The

Every inquiry is
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Mr. MORGAN: There are many chronic
cascs of people obtaining relief from the
frovernment when they are not entitled to it.

The HoME QRECRETARY : There cannot be too
many., £8,000 would not allow for much
imposition, considering the large amount of
unemployed.

Mr. MORGAN: There has been some
imposition. and I hope the Minister will see
that the imposter iz ¢ompelled to work or
starve. Something must be done to alter
present conditions.

Mr., CORSER: I dexirve to protest against
this csutinuous state of unemplovinent and
the neoessity for the huge vote that we are
eslood to pass this evening.

My, Wairrorp: Did a deputation wait on
you?

Mr. (,‘C)RSER: They, at any rate, would
got S}!ﬂ;'){‘th‘ if they did, and they would
not oet a policeman follo\\,nm them alo
BEvidently the Government ere quite prepared
for a contirmance of this svstem of unemploy-

ment when thev are propesing to pa
G for relief—nearly five times as much
required last yvear.
The Hour SECRETARY: You must remember

allowance which each individual

been increased.

that the
roceives has

Mr, CORSER: Yew  You have increased
it by 42 per cent., and the total increate in
cost of living is 72 per cent., so that the
Government hd\e not done too much in that
respect.  As far as I know, the people who
go for relief are people w ho want it, and my
complaint is that, associated with them, ave
people who deny others the right to work
and who cause strife in industvy, assisted, as
they are. by the Government to promote
unemployment.  We have evidence of it to-
night in the increased vote for this purpose.
I enter mv protest at the Government nof

tackling the unemplovmom problem, seeing
that in every country district, and in the
towns also. there is a huge gtowth in the

runks of the unemployed, and it is up to the
Labour Government., which was going to
make cverything right—which was going to
bring the poor, downtrodden worker to the
top—to correct that state of affairs. These
unfortunates have woke up, and I hope that
industry will have the assistance it should
have and that there will be no need after
this year to provide such a huge amount of

oney to relieve unemp]oymont in Queens-
fand.

Mr. McLACHLAN : I would not have said
anything on this vote were it not for the
remarks of the hon. member for Murilla. It
was quite interesting to note the different
tone in the speech of the hon. member for

Burnett and that of the hon. member for
Murills. The hon. member for Burnett said
he was perfectls satisfied that in no case

«did any person apply for relief when they
were not in nerd of it.

Mr. Corser: I said: ““ With exceptions.”
Mr. McLACHLAN : The hon. member did

not make any exceptions at all. I think he
ought to be proud of the statement he made.

Mr. Corser: I am always proud of my
statements, (Government laughter.)

Mr. McLACHLAN : The hon. member for
Murilla. in an altogether different strain,
tried to 1mplv that not only were there
undesirable cases getting relief, but that the
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Government were knowingly giving relief to
undesirable cases,

Mr, Moreax: The Minister admitted that
the department had been imposed upon.

Mr. McLACHLAN : The Minister admitted
that in the working of an institution such
as this there may be impositions. But the
desire of the hon. member was not to convey

that idea, but to convey the idea

[10 p.m.] that the eraltment was wittingly
giving relief in cases where they
should not have been granted.
Another point the hon. member endeavoured
to make was that, because certain men in
the communiry strike for a principle and
stand out against injustices that very often
are attempted to be 1mposed upon the work-
i man by employers, their wives and chil-
dren should be allowed to starve: that the
Governn zun should not grant relief to the

knew it

wives and childven of those men while the
men ar ~mndm<r for this brlncxplo 1 think
it i any “hon. member in 111\ House
1= Jd o stand up in his place and

give utterance to such a sentiment—that he
would be a party to allowing women and
children to go hungry because their husbands
and fathers were =t ndmo up for a principle
which ther coneeivad to be right. With
veference to  inquiries that are made in
this connection, I know we have very capable
inspectors as far as the city of Brisbane is
cercerred,  The ladies who arc doing this
work are doing it cffectively and welll I
have had conversations, not only with the
Minister. Lut also with the officer in charge
of Government relief, and that officer speaks
in very high terms of praise of the work that
is being done by the inspectors. I am per-
fectly sati ﬁed that there are very few cases
in the citv of Brisbane where relief is being
granted which is not deserved.

Mr. Morcav: You will admit there are
some ?

Mr. McLACHLAN: I am not prepared to
admit that there are any. I do not know
of anvy in the city of Brisbane. But I say
it might be possible, in a big vote such as
this 1is, that there would be imposition.
But, for the hon. member to say that the
Government are a party to that sort of
thing, is fo say something that cannot be
borne out by the faots—cannot be verified in
any way at all. It is a pity that we have
to have such a big vote for relief.

Mr. MoragaN: It never was necessary under
anv other Government,

Mr, McLACHLAN : But, while there is a
necessity for food to be granted to the people
who are in need of rations, the Government
vould be lacking in their duty if they did
not act in the manner in which they now are
acting. Following up what the Minister
said by way of interjection to the hon.
member for Burnett, I would like to say the
Government have 1ecogmsed the need there
is for increasing the amount of rations at
this particular time. I think the Govern-
Mont are to be commended for taking action
of this kind when this relief is needed in
the community. (Hear, hear!) I hope the
hon. member for Murilla, before he again
makes such rash statements, will consider
the question very carefully.

Mr. MorGax: I do not withdraw one word.

Mr. SPENCER : This extra vote is neces-
sary because the Government anticipate there
is gomg to be a large number of unemployed.
What is the reason for there being unem-

Mr. Spencer.]
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ploved? The hon. member for Toowoomba de\elopmerf 2] purposes.  These men nut
said the squatters only emploved old-age rtheir money into the war loan because they
pensioners and children, and consequently  find it pays them better, and they bave uo

all the other men came down to the city.
My. BrRexNsN: In a number of cases.

My, SPENCER: We all know that, once
he accepts employment, the old-age pen-
sioner loses his peunsion. I suppose the hon.
member was really referring to the elderly
class of man who works for a lesser wage
than the award rates. There is no man in
Quecensland who has suffered morve than the
elderly man under the award rates. These
unfortunate people go to the court and ask
for permission to work at a lower rate. I
know of several instances.

One man, seventy
years of age, was offered & job as a. gardener
on a station at 81 10s. a week. He applied
to the court, and the Labour organisation
opposed the application. This unfortunate
man was told he must get the award rate or
he could not go to work. Another instance
occurred on the station of the hon. member
for (larnarvon. A man, who was an invalid
practically, who had been pottering about
the place for some time, was getting £1 10s.
a week. When the new award came in he
had to get £2 13s. He applied to the court
at Surat for permission to work at a lower
wage. The Labour organisation opposed the
application, and the consequence was the
man was told that unless he got the full
award rate he could not work on the place.
Now, that has a very ill-effect on the elderly
men throughout the country. There are
many men who have been on the stations a
number of years. They have been there
from boyhood in a number of cases, and they
have worked there until they have reached
the age of anything up to seventy years.
They V\ould rather work on that station,
which is 2 home for them, but they cannot
get permission, and consequ@ntly they have
to go out of emp]oyment Of course, any
emplover would rather give a young, strong
man the award rates than an elderly man.
There arc other reasons for unemployment
which the Minister explained to some extent.
He explained that there has been a drought
on. We do not realise how bad this dloughb
has been. That has given employment to a
number of men cutting serub. At the same
time, it has not given employmnnt to all. A
verv hich price has to be paid for horse feed,
the Government have

and now raised the
railway freights. The cost of living also has
gone up. That has an indirect effect upon

emplmment as the Minister admits. I
regret to say that the men who are in these
industries are not expanding their efforts In
any way, because they find the risk is not
good enough. They are quite satisfied to sit
down and make an, ordinary living.

The HoMr SECRETARY interjected.

Mr. SPENCER: None of these men on
the land have moncy lying idle in the bank.
Nearly every one has a mortgage. If vou
go to the Lunds Office you will see mort-
sages registered on nearly every lease.

The HoME SECRETARY : A lot of our surplus
money has gone into war loans. That is one
real cause of unemployment.

Mr. SPENCER: That is so. 1f you are
going to take away 50 per cent. of the pr 0;1t>
of a mon, of course everybody will put his
money into the war loan, as 45 per ceut.
without any taxation is the best investment m
Queensland to-day. That has taken a Irt of
money out of the country which was used for

[(Mr. Spencer.

1isk. )

Mr. W. Coorer: Do you not think a lot of
them were foread into it?

Mr. SPENCER: If I had any money to
invest I would buy war bonds: thev are far
and away the best investment. With regurd
to un@mplovmont it scems to me a most
extraordinary thing that we have to spend
£40,000 in relief. Here we have a country
which Is undeveloped and is erying out for
people to develop it. Qur asset in the
of the land is depreciating and deterior:
every day. The pear is spreading, s
are growing up, and the land has become
valueless.

Myr. WHITFORD: If your party
power there would be wholesale retrench-
ment, as was done in the past, and we would
have ten times as much unemployment.

Mr. SPENCER: Surely the Government
can find work for the unemployed on repro-
ductive works. What is the use of feeding
people for nothing? Give them work. There
18 any amount of work in the country, and
it seems to me that it is common sense that
instead of finding relief for the unemployed
we should put them on productive work from
which we shall get some return for the money

were in

we spend. We are now spending £40,000 a
year without getting any return for our

money, when we have the best country in the
world, parts of which we are allowing to
depreciate, and we might employ people
who are out of work for the purpose of
rendering valuable and available for settle-
ment Jand which at present is almost value-
less. I know there are some people who are
not physically capable of doing the kind of
work that is required in that direction, but
at the same time there are many who are
capable of doing it, and why should we
spend money in fc‘edlnLT those people when
they might be employ ed in doing work which
will be for the benefit of the whole com-
munity ?

Mr. WEIR: It is a regrettable thing that
in a young country like th we should have
to provide relief for unemploved, but I
am afraid that this kind of thmq “111 con-
tinue as long as the pr(‘sent socm,
continues. What is requirved 1 work,
“relicf.”  In my own district we have had
more ‘than our share of unemployment, but
that is mainly due to the fact that it is on
the fringe of the sugar-cane growing district,
and that many men come from the \outhevn
States to find work in that indusiry, and
when deprived of their occupations they flock
into fne big cities. I hope that the time is
not far dlsta,n‘r when the Government will
go further in the direction of relief than they
are doing at the present time. I know that
it is a matter of £ s. d., but I hope that
the finances of the country will enable us
at no distant date to provide properly for
men, women, and children, who cannot live
on rations alone; such things as howse rent
(md clothing dc-nmnd consideration during

‘out-of-work ”* periods. 1 believe that in
big cities at least, particularly in the
Southeln cities, many ‘women are driven
on to the streets through lack of home
comforts, and I know that some people state
that they are unable to send their children
to school because they are not in a position
to provide them with needful food and
clothing. That sort of thing is happening im
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many places, and it ought not to happen in
a country like Queensland. Unemployment
is a bad thing for any people; no man is
ever improved by being oui of work, and
no home iz ever improved by the parents
being out of work. Nothing brings down a
man more quickly than unemployment, and
it should be our endeavour to provide in the
best possible way against unemployment.
We have got to the stage when we have
increased the sustenance allowance to persons
in need, and I am proud of that fact, and
I hope that in the future we shall go further
in that direction and provide for the clothing
and housing of those people who are not in
a position to provide those necessaries for
themselves. I think that one big factor in
the causes which have brought about unem-
ployment in Queensland is the absolute dis-
regard of their obligations by the Common-
wealth Government. Our State Government
endeavour to find employment for returned
soldiers whom the Commonwealth Govern-
ment promised should be given sustenance a
6s. a day, while the Commonwealth Govern-
ment are neglecting their obligation to pro-
vide for those men. While in my district
the State Government have spent £50,000 in
relief, the Commonwealth Government have
spens only £350 in assisting returned soldiers.
Even where Commonwealth work would
relieve unemployed soldiers—for example,
Walkers’ Government contracts—nothing is
being done to expedite the work, despite
the fact that similar contracts in other parts
are well in hand. Newspaper reports regard-
ing the quantity of work in hand at
Walkers have also done much to encourage
the unemployed from all ports to flock to
‘Maryborough. That is the wayv returned
soldiers have been treated by a Government
who wanted to conscript men and send them
away to the war. As a matter of fact the
Commonwealth  Government are doing
nothing for the returned soldiers. We shall
always have the uncmployed among us as
long as our present social system is allowed
to continue.

Mr, VOwLES:
exchanges ?

Mr. WEIR: The hon. gentleman knows
that the Government cannot place more men
than they can find work for. The duty of
the labour exchanges is very clear, and
that 1s to place men where they are required.
If an exchange gets a request for twenty
men, they place those twenty men in the
part of the country where they are required.
But I can give a hundred cases in my own
distriet, in which men who are out of work
do not belong to the district, but have come
from Tasmania or some of the Southern
States to obtain work in the sugar industry.
We cannot expect those persons to live on
air. I have gone to Croydon Junction to see
those people in their tents, and to see what
home conmiforts they have, and I know that
many of them need assistance. I hope that
we shall go ahead with the work we aré
doing while there are any unemployed in the
State. I would remind the leader of the
Opposition, that a good deal of the present
trouble would have been overcome, and we
should have gone a long way towards solving
the unemploved problem, if he and his
party had passed the Bill introduced by the
Government  entitled the  Unemployed
Workers Bill.

Mr. TAYLOR : Anvone weuld think from
the remarks made by the last speaker that
the Commonwealth Government was a foreign

What about your labour
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Governmens outside this State. The hon.
member evidently appears to lose sight of
the fact that whatever money the Common-
wealth Government inay expend has to be
raised in the several States of the Common-
wealth, It is not an outside foreign power,
and my own opinion is that the Common-
wealth Government are doing the very best
thing possible for the returned soldiers. Any
unbizssed man must admit that they are
endeavouring to solve the problem of repa-
triation honestly and fairly. It is a problem-
the like of which has never had to be faced
by any Australian or Queensland Govern-
ment before, and I think that they are doing
all that is possible in that direction. With
regard to this vote, I take it that the out-
door velief fund was established principally
to relieve genuine cases of unemployment
and distress that might arise from the sick-
ness of the breadwinner or in the family.
When the Minister was asked if strikers
received anything from the fund, he said
that they did. We have been told that, if
assistance was not granted, women and
children would starve. Certainly women and
children should not be allowed to starve, but
I contend that, with the machinery that the
Commonwealth and Queensland Governments
have put in operation for the settlement of
trade and industrial disputes, there is no
need for any man’s wife and children to
starve, and that a man’s first duty is to his
wife and children. Considering that the
Government have placed et the disposal of
the trade unions judges fto hear their cases
and to decide one way or the other, in the
event of a strike, who is responsible for
women and children starving? This fund’
is established to relieve every genulne case
of unemployment: but strikes have no busi-
n to exist in this State or in Australia.
What did this Government start their Arbi-
tration Court for? In order to prevent
strikes and to =eftle industrial disputes. This
fund was not started to encourage strikes.

The Houk SecreTarY: A lot of relief is
given, not to direct strikers, but to men who
are thrown out of work by reason of a strike
somewhere else.

AMr. TAYLOR : Expenditure in that direc-
tion is quite legitimate, and I have not one
word to say against it; but I say that the
first duty of any man, before he thinks of
striking, is to his wife and children, and
he must not look for relief to the Btate,
which has provided an Arbitration Courb
to sce that he gets a fair ““do.” Another
matter to which I would like to make some
reference—I would not have mentioned it but
for the fact that it has been referred to by

other speakeors—is that, in conmection with
the outdoor relicf, the whole of the institu-
tions with which we have been dealing

to-night have a right to buy the produce they
want for distribution in the cheapest possible
market. Although I will not say that they
are not gefting it at the cheapest possible
rate, I =ay that they have no check on the
prices they pay to the State Produce Agency
for anything they purchase there under the
present svstem. They should get quotations
all round the city, and the people whose
prices are the lowest and whose produce is
the best, should get the order, If the State
Produce Agency is not able to stand on ite
own legs and do a fair thing by the State,
it should got out of business. I hope that
the Minister will see that, as far as possible,
only really deserving cases will be helped
from this particular fund.
Mr. Taylor.]
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Mr. BEBBINGTON: I think there are
many reasons for unemployment in this
State, and, perhaps, for the increase in this
vote. One of those reasons is that such
advice is given as the hon. member for
Maryborough is reported in the Press to
bave given. 1t is stated that he adx1<ed
pecple to keep their money in the bank and
apply fo the Government for rations.

Mr., WEeiR: That is near enough for you.
Go ahead! I would not deny anything you
say, or admit it either.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Another reason is
that 1ndustnes and manufacturers are not
encouraged in Queensland. If a man with
capital “wanted to start an industry that
would give employment to 100 men, the first
thing he would find would be some organiser
«coming along and persuading the men to
come out the first day. There is no security
whatever for persons to invest capital here
in any manufacturing industry. Nearly
eighteen months ago I “asked the then Secre-
tary for Agriculture if he wceuld inquire
intoc a certain industry that was being
started in New Zealand and Vietoria. The
hon. gentleman said he swould do so, but
I have never heard of any inquiries being
made, I know that one firm has taken up
the manufacture of the article in Svdney,
and they.are spending nearly £500,000 in one
factory alone. Yet this Gm ernment did not
think the industry worth ineuiring into. If
that firm had received proper encouragement
there is no reason why they should not have
come to Queensland, because they could get
the raw material here better and cheaper
than they can get it in New South Wales.

At half-past 10 o’clock p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN said: Under Standing
QOrder No. 306, I must now leave the chair
and make my report to the House,

The House resumed. The CHATRMAN
reported progress, and the Committee
-obtained leave to sit again to-morrow.

HARBOUR BOARDSﬁ%LCTS AMENDMENT
BI

SECOND READING.

The PREMIER : I beg to move—That the

ill be now read a second time.

M“ VOWLES: T have had a look through
this Bill and it appears to me that there is
nothing in it fo which exception can be
taken. It provides for the appointment of
a deputy chairman, and also makes certain
provision whereby  harbour boards are
entitled to borrow money for temporary
accommodation on a certain basis. I think
that it is a measure of which some boards
may wish to take advantage, and so far as I
have noticed from the papers. and so far
as I am personally concerned, nothing
appears to have got in to which I would
take objection. I therefore have no inten-
tion of opposing the Bill.

Question put and passed.

COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Smith, Mackay, in the chair.)

The three clauses of the Bill were put
and passed without amendment or debate.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN
veported the Bill without amendment.

The third reading of the Bill was made
an QOrder of the Dav for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at twenty-five minutes
0 11 o’clock p.m.

[Mr. Bebbington.





