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2194 Adjournment: [ASSEMBLY.] Questions.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

‘WEDNESDAY, 14 JaNUAry, 1920.

The Speaker (Hon. W. Bertram, Mareed
took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock p.m.

QUESTIONS.
SEED WHEAT POR FARMERS.
Mr. GRAYSON (Cunningham) asked the

Sccretary for Agriculture—

“Is it the intention of the Government
to secure seed wheat for farmers in the
wheat areas for the next wheat planting
season?”’

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Bon. W. N. Gillies, Eac’kam) replied—

“The Government is collecting all
possible information regarding supphos
and requirements for next wheat plant-
ing, and if it is found that Government
action Is nececssary to prevent gristing of
wheat 1equ11ed for seed, such action will

be taken.”

Anzac Day HoLipay.

Mr. FRY (Aurilpa) asked the Premier—
“Will he take the necessary steps to
make Anzac Day a public holiday, and
by so doing fittingly commemorate the
event which the day represents, and thus
establish a precedent which, no doubt,
the other States will follow?”

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
Chillagoe) replied—

“This matter has already received my
serious consideration, but the difficulties
which presented themselves precluded
the suggestion made by the hon. mem-
ber being put into effect. These diffi-
culties arise from the fact that St.
George’s Day (il.e., the 23rd April) is
already a statufory holiday, and so
recognised in most of the industrial
awards and agreements; and, secondly,
the view is held by certain members of
the Anzac Commemoration Committee
that if a public holiday were proclaimed,
Anzac Day would develop into a day of
jubilation and amusement, rather than
a day of religious observance, which it
is intended to be. However, T will take
the opportunity of further considering
and discussing the matter Wlth the
Anzac Commemoration Committee.’

TRAVELLING EXPENSES OF MINISTERS.

Mr. GUNN (Carnarvon), in the absence
of Mr. Morgan, asked the Premier—
“What was the amount paid or
incurred by the State in respect of the
travelling expenses of each individual
member of the Ministry during the year
ended 30th June, 1919, and the year
ended 30th June, 191577

The PREMIER replied— )
““This information will be compiled.”

TraveLLING ExrExsEs ofF Mr. T. J. RYAN AND
Mz. DENHAM.
Mr. GUNN (Carnarvon), in the absence of
Mr. Morgan, asked the Premier—
“What is the total amount of fravel-
ling expenses paid, or to be paid, by the
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State in respect of Mr. T. J. Ryan’s
various visits to the Southern and
Western States and to Europe during
the twelve months ended 30th June last,
the figures to include expenses of the
whole of the party; also similar infor-
mation with respect to Mr, Denham foe
the twelve months ended 30th June,
191597

The PREMIER replied—

“This information will take some time
to compile, but I would point out to the
hon. member that there were two Minis-
tries in office during the twelve months
ending 30th June, 1915,

WORK ON LONGREACH-WINTON RAILWAY.

Mr. PAYNE (Mitchell) asked the Secretary
for Railways—

‘“ There being a number of unemployed
in and around Longreach, will he endea-
vour to have work resumed on the Long-
reach-Winton railway construction for
the purpose of giving employment to the
sald unemployed ?”’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. A, Fihelly, Paddington) replied—

“ There is very little earthwork on this
railway, and the laying of rails and
sleepers cannot be proceeded with until
the bridge over the Thomson River is
finished. It is well in hand, and is being
pushed on as quickly as possible, but will
not be completed for about two months.”

STATE BUTCHERS’ SHOPS AT LONGREACH.

Mr. PAYNE asked the
Public Works—

“When do the Government intend to

start State butcher shops in Longreach?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
{Hon. J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied—

“ When the establishment of the shops
at present being arranged for is com-
pleted, consideration will be given to
other centres in the State, including
Longreach.”

Secretary for

RELEASE OF PRISONER CHAPMAN.

Mr. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba) asked
the Home Socretary—
. “1. Has the man Chapman, imprisoned
In connection with the looting during
the  recent Townsville riots, been
released ?
“2. 1If so, upon what grounds was he
freed from prison, and upon whose
recommendation ?”’

The HOME SECRETARY
McCormack, Cairns) replied—
“1. Yes.

2. Full particulars will be given when
the Estimates are before the House.”

(Hon. W,

PriokLY-PEAR SELECTIONS FORFEITED.

Mr. GUNN (Carnarvon) asked the Secre-
tary for Public Lands—

“How many prickly-pear selections
have been forfeited by the holders during
the years 1915, 1916, 1917, 1918, and 1919,
respectively ?”
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. J. H. Coyne, Warrego) replied—

‘1915, 235; 1916, 261; 1917, 209; 1918,
250; 1919, 319.”

ORDERS FOR ARSENIC FROM STATE MINE.

Mr. THOMPSON (Wide Bay), in the
absence of Mr. Peterson, asked the Secre-
tary for Public Lands—

“1. Is it a fact that the Lands Depart-
ment are unable to fulfil any further
orders for arsenic for the destruction of
prickly-pear?

2. If it is not a fact, what is the
reason that many orders received by the
Department have not been fulfilled?

¢ 3. Can any idea be given as to when
it is likely that arsenic can be procured
from his Department?”’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
replied—

“1, 2, and 3 Owing to the scarcity of
water at the mine the production was
somewhat diminished. The whole of the
arsenic produced has been distributed.
The Mines Department proposes to add
to its plant at the mine, and hopes
thereby to be able to supply all require-
ments.”’

Loans FOR PURCHASE OF Dairy STOOK.

Mr. THOMPSON, in the absence of Mr.
Peterson, asked the Secretary for Agricul-
ture and Stock—

‘““When will his Department be pre-
pared to receive applications for, and
grant loans to enable settlers to pur-
chase dairy stock under the provisions
of the measure passed some time ago?”’

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
replied—

“ The draft regulations have now been
finalised, and will be gazetted without
delay, when forms of application will be
available.”

DirrFereNT UNIONS IN RATLWAY SERVICE.

Mr. SIZER (Nundah) asked the Secretary
for Railways—

‘1, Has his attention been drawn to
the report of a meeting of the Trades
Hall Counci]l at which a delegation from
the Queensland Railway Union claimed
that the Railway Department was giving
preference to one union over other unions
of service employees?

2. What action by the Department
forms the basis of this complaint ?”’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
replied—
“1. No.
“ 2, See answer to No. 1.”
DISCHARGED SOLDIERS’ SELECTIONS
SURRENDERED.

Mr. FRY asked the Secretary for Public
Lands—

““ What was the total number of sol-
diers who, during the year 1919, sur-
rendered the holdings they acquired
under the provisions of the Discharged
Soldiers’ Settlement Act?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
replied—
“ Twenty-eight.”



2196 Suspension of Standing Orders.
PAPERS.
The following paper was laid on the
table : —
Statements of certain insurance com-

panies.
The following paper, laid on the table,
was ordered to be printed :—
Regulation dated 8th January, 1920,
iléll%er the Discases in Plants Act of

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.
APPROPRIATION BILL.
The PREMIER, in moving—

““ That so much of the Standing Orders
be suspended as would otherwise prevens
the receiving of resolutions from the
Committees of Supply and Ways and
Means on the same day on which they
shall have passed in those Committees,
and the passing of an Appropriation Bill
through all its stages in one day,”

said: The intention of the motion is to
enable us to get the Appropriation Bill
through in time to permit of the payments
being made which arc due. It will be neces-
sary to get the measure through the Council
this week, and therefore the position docs
not allow the normal course to be followed
under the Standing Orders of giving prior
notice and passing the Bill through its stages
in the ordinary way. Under the circumstances,
I am suve the leader of the Opposition will

see the reasonablencss of the motion. The
Supply Bill, as T can explain later, will
provide for Supply up till the end of

February, by which time it is hoped that
the business of the session will be completed
and the final Supply Bill passed.

Myr. MACARTNEY (Toowong): This reso-
lution is becoming more fashionable than
ever. It is now something like the fourth
time during the currency of the present
session that we have had a resclution some-
what on these lines. In the carlier resolu-
tions, or some of them, the Premier made
a point of the fact that the suspension was
limited to the receipt of resolutions on the
same day on which they had passed Com-
mitter, but that course has not been followed
on this occasion, and we are asked to sus-
pend the Standing Orders to the extent of
going the whole distance. The only reason
that the hon. member has given, in addition,
of course, to the ordinary veason in regard
to the mneed for providing money for the
public service, is that he hopes the session
will be ended by the end of February. The
hon. member so far has not taken the House
into his confidence as to what remaiuns to be
done, and I think the House is entitled to
that information. In conneection with pro-
ceeding with all stages of the Bill in one
day, this side, at all cvents, are under a
difficulty in discussing such matters as
Supply for the want of perhaps full infor-
mation of certain subjects, and I trust that
the hon. member will take the ITouse into
his confidence with respect, for instance, to
the loan provisions to be made for carrying
out the business of the State for a little
time ahead. The hon. member has very
frequently complained of criticism from this
side of the House in regard to the Govern-
ment’s financiel arrangements, and has sug-
cested that criticism 1s more likely to be
damaging to the State than otherwise. I
feel, if there is anything in that point, that

[Hon. E. G. Theodore.
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it is very largely due to the fact that the
hon. member does not take the House into
his confidence to that extent which he ought
to do. He should put all his cards on the
table, give us the fullest information, and if
he does so he will find that no member on
this side will risk taking any action that
will prejudice his financial arrangements.
I trust that the hon. member will indicate
now, before the resolution goes through, that
information such as I have indicated will
be given when we come to the resolutions,

The PremMIER: I can only speak again by
way of reply.

Mr. MACARTNEY: The hon. member
can indicate satisfactorily to the House by
way of interjection, and probably he can
confirm that interjection when he comes to
make his reply. It is the absence of infor-
mation that leads, perhaps, to criticism of
an objectionable character—that is to say, if
we had Information there would, perhaps,
not be so much cause for it.

The Premier: The information you ask
for about the Loan Fund is given in the
Financial Statement.

Mr. MACARTNEY: What I am more
particularly referring to now is a full dis-
closure of information in connection with
the recent loan arrangements and the inten-
tions of the hon. member with reference to
the future. Statements are going abroad in
connection with his movements, and we
should like to know what arrangements are
going to be made in the possible absence of
the Premier. I think it would be rcasonable
for him to take the House into his confidence,
so that criticism may be based on actual fact
and not upon inference.

The Premier: At a later stage, I will
refer to those subjects.
Mr. MACARTNEY : If the hon. member

assures the House that fair information will
be given freely I am quite satisfied. I
realisc that the public services have got to
be provided for. I realise. too, that the
resolution 1s hecoming something of an
every-day charactzr. and T realise over and
above it all that there is not much use in
our objecting to it from this side of the
House. We can at most only delay the
business, for, vwhether the motion is right or
wrong, it will be carried by the weight of
grcater numbers on the cther side. At the
same time I invite the hon. member to treat
the Opposition liberally with respect to that
information to which we are entitled, in
order that we may have a rcasonable
discussion on these matters.

Question put and passed.

SUPPLY.
ResuMPTION OF COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Smith, Mackay, in the chair.)
The PREMIER, in moving—

“That there be granted to IHis
Majesty, on account, for the service of
the year 1919-20. a further sum not
exceeding £2,150.000 towards defraying
the expenses of the various departments
and services of the State.”

said: The amount asked for from consoli-
dated revenue is only £1.400.000. the amount
from Trust and Special Funds £150,000, and
the amount from Loan Funds £600,000.
This will be sufficient, as I have already
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indicated, to carry us on till the end of
February at the vate of expenditure in which
the Government arc now involved. It may
be said that this amount proportionately for
the six weeks or so is really more than the
expenditure in the previous Appropriation
Bill for a greater period. There has already
been granted in the four preceding Appro-
priation Bills £3600.000 from consolidated
revenue, £1,200,000 from Trust Funds, and
£1,300,000 from Loan Funds. These sums,
together with those proposed to be appro-
priated in this Bill, will make £5,000.000
from the Consolidated Revenue Fund,
£1.350.000 from Trust Funds, and £1,800,000
from Loan Fund. That will cover a period
of eight months, or two-thirds of the financial
year. On a reference to the Fstimates, it
will be scen that the amount asked for from
revenue is considerably Jess than two-thirds
of the total amount. The amount from Trust
Funds 1s in execess of the two-thirds, owing
to the fact that ncarly the whole of the
expenditure on Central sugar-mills comes in
the first months of the financial year; so
that the rate of appropriation asked for
to-day is not greater than will be sufficient
to keep within the estimated requirements
for the whole vear.

The hon. member asked for fuller infor-
mation with regard to the position in connec-
tion with the recent issue in London. and
with regard to our policy in loan expenditure
for the future. I thought that the position
was fully dealt with in the Financial State-
ment. As far as particulars concerning the
recent issue are concerned, they cannot be
given yet, because the account sales will not
e put in our possession for some time—that
is. particulars regarding commissions and
other expenses in regard to the issue. On
page 7 of the Financial Statement a refer-
cnce 1s made to the terms of the loan as
known to the Treasury at the time the
Financial Statement was compiled, and there
is verv little additional information that can
be added to those particulars. The rate is
given, the price of issue, what the loan
returned to the 'Treasury, the net amount.
and the cost to the Government, the amount
of subscriptions, and so on. Beyond that I
cannot say anything to-day.

With regard to

the loan policy of the
Government; that

( 1 is set forth very fully
in the succeeding pages of the Financial
Statement—pages 8, 9, and 10—and was com-
piled after a good deal of consideration by
the Cabinet for the purpose of determining
what works we should concentrate upon, and
determining what should be done with the
limited rvesources at our command. We
realise that work is more costly now than
heretofore. and we hope to husband our
resources as much as possible. At the same
time, some works are practically indis-
pensable, and some undertakings must be
gone on with unless we have stagnation, and
fer that reason we have endeavoured to
formulate a reasonable policy. It is true this
policy does involve an expenditure of nearly
£4,000,000 this financial year. This is a
murh larger sum than we expended last year,
and it is a larger sum than has been
expended in any previous year. The nearest
approach to it in previous years was the
expenditure in one year of the Denham
Administration,  when  they  expended
£3,600,000. That was in a year when money
was plentiful, and consecuently they were
not restricted in the same sense as we are
now. At the same time, works are more
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costly now, and to accomplish the work on
which the Denham Administration spent
£3,600.000, we should probably require over
£5,000,000. That difficulty which faces us
here 1s a difficulty which faces every Govern-
ment in Australia, and probably of every
country in the world. From a careful con-
sideration of the Financial Statement it will
be seen that a statement of the particular
railway lines we hope to concentrate upon,
and other developmental works, such as water
supply, soldier settlement, the financing of
local bodies, and so on, is set out. Yoans to
local bodies have increased. The amount we
ask for by way of appropriation is increased
very considerably, as compared with last
year, and as compared with pre-war years.
The reason for that is that the local autho-
rity works have fallen into arrear through
the necessity of limiting the funds available
to them. The same restrictions that have
been placed on the Government in regard to
the available loan money had to apply to the
local authorities. With regard to the funds
available fto-day, I have endeavoured to
meat them as far as possible, with the limited
resources at our command, by endeavouring
to mect all their reasonable requirements this
year.

Hon. W. H. Bapnes:
Commonwealth loan?

The PREMIER: One rcason why we are
able to do more than we otherwise would
have been able to do is because the Common-
wealth is co-operating to some extent with
the State Government in advancing, or pro-
mising to advance, some money to enable
us to made advances to local authorities for
certain works that will give employment to
the returned seldiers and others. The Com-
nonwealth looked at it in a reasonable
light, and have made available £200,000, but
they cast upon us the obligation of seeing
that ounly reasonable works should be
financed. They cast the responsibility upon
us of supervising the expenditure, and seeing
that the conditions which they laid down are
carried out. We are responsible to the Com-
monwenalth for the redemption of the loan,
and the payment of inferest upon it. The
Commonwealth does not make the loans to
the local awuthorities, but to the State
Government.

Hon. W.

charging ?

The PREMIER: We are supposed to pay
them what it costs, and that is an unknown
sum at the present time. Whatever the loan
costs the Commonwealth we are expected to
pay.

Hon. W. H. Barxes: You are charging
53 per cent.

The PREMIER: We are charging 5% per
cent. at the present time, The arrangement
is one that gives us more elasticity in deal-
ing with applications from local authorities,
and loans for works are now being granted
to the local authorities. It is a pity, I
think, that we should have to limit the
local authorities in any way, for most of the
local authority schemes—I speak quite can-
didly—are schemes which are reasonable,
and most of them are schemes which are
very necessary for the development of the
local areas, and schemes that can be
approved. In many cases, I have to admit,
the Works Department has to suggest altera-
tions to plans, or modifications, but the
schemes themselves are sound, and there is
not much <anger in advancing money to

Hon. B. . Theodore.]

What about the

H. Banxgs: What are they
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local authorities to carry the schemes out.
In speaking of local authorities I include
harbour boards, the Metropolitan Water and
Sewerage Board, the local authorities, and
others. It would be a good thing if we
could finance them up to their full require-
ments, but it is impossible to do that. Hon.
members will understand that when I say
the applications to the Government for loans
to local authorities aggregate at the present
time about £1,750,000. That cannot all be
advanced in one year, but we are picking
out the most urgent and most important
works and those that will give the most

work, and financing the local authorities
accordingly.
The hon. member made an allusion to

the suggestion that has been mooted that I
am contemplating a visit to England. It is
true that I am contemplating a visit to
England, and the necessity for that visit
arises from the fact that we shall shortly
have to «discuss the necessity of [further
advances. It must be perfectly obvious to
anyone who takes any interest in these
matters that the loan recently raised and
the arrangements made with the Common-
wealth in regard to financing the local

authorities will not provide us with suffi-

cient funds to carry on for any extended
period. It would never do to exhaust the
exchequer and find it necessary to shut down
on all public works. That would lead to
disaster. It is necessary to keep in close
touch with the money market conditions on
the other side and inform ourselves as to
what conditions are operating there, with a
view to making the best arrangements pos-
sible for our future financing. It is also
necessary—] mention this to the House, not
that there is any settled policy in regard to
it, but it is information of interest to the
House as well as to the Government—it will
be necessary to take up with the Imperial
Government the question of immigration.
The Imperial Government for some months
past have been in touch with the State
Governments and the Dominion Governments
with regard to the possibility of absorbing
here ex-service men from England under
conditions under which the Imperial Govern-
ment help us to finance the proposal. It is
very important that we should give atten-
tion to that policy and endeavour to formu-
late something that will be of advantage to
the State. And it is with a view to dis-
cussing that also that I am at present con-
templating going to the other side. There
are other matters, which it may be prema-
ture to make a public announcement upon
at the present time, that will engage my
attention over there, but later on 1 hope to
make a fuller statement. I do not think
there is anything further I need state now.
If there are any other matters on which
hon. members desire information, they might
ask me during the course of their remarks.

_Hox. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba), who, on
rising, was received with Opposition * Hear,
hears,” said: I am sure we all followed
with a great deal of interest the remarks
of the Premier just now, and I think it is
only right that he should have furnished
the Committee with the particulars which
he has given. Tt is perfectly certain, from
the statement he has made this afternoon
with regard to the amount of money that
is required for the next six weeks on loan
account—I think he mentioned a sum
approximately amounting to £600,000—and
owing to the fact, as he stated, that the

[Hon. E. G. Theodore.
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estimated expenditure from Loan Fund for
the financial year ending 30th June next
will amount to £4,000,000—1 think it is
perfectly certain that the recently floated
loan will not carry us very much beyond
that particular period, because I remember
that information was supplied at the end
of December to the effect that the amount
then available on Loan Account was about
£700,000. That did not include the recently
acquired loan in the old country; but the
fact remains that if the expenditure is to
continue at the rate it is now going on,
then something will have to be done fo
replenish very quickly the Loan Account,
because it is certainly running perilously
close to danger. I would like to ask the
Premier, in connection with his visit to the
old country, whether he is going to take
into consideration the question of the matur-
ing loans? I can well remember, when the
hon. gentleman was on this side of the
House, and when the late Government had
certain maturing loans, that he blamed us
for not taking certain action and taking that
certain action early. I find, upon reference
to his own table, that in 1922 there is a
maturing loan of £1,275000, and then I
find that in 1920 and 1925—the time being
optional—there are loans maturing amount-
ing to £11,728,000. And it is up to the
Treasurer to tell us what the attitude of
the Government is going to be in connection
with these particular loans. The Treasurer
will shortly have some idea as to whether
his financial advisers in the old country—
the Bank of England, I presume—through
the Agent-General, have any information
as to what the prospects are for money—
whether money is likely to be dearer or
cheaper. Such a matter 1s so very important
to this House that the Treasurer ought to
furnish us with all the particulars possible
in that particular regard. It is perfectly
certain, 1f we can judge by some of the
answers given by the Premier lately, that
he himself views the position of the finances
with some alarm. I think he said it was
the «duty of all parties to assist at the
present time by serving the interests of the
State as far as possible from the financial

side. My leader very properly

[4 p.m.]

suggested that the getting of the
fullest information from the
Treasurer would be a matter which would
assist in that particular direction. But it
is very certain, from some of the answers
which have been given to the unemployed,
that the hon. gentleman himself, frow a
statement he made here this afternoon in
connection with his contemplated visit to
the old country, is anxious as fo the future.
Now, I think he ought to take us into his
confidence as to what his advisers have said
in connection with the prospects of getting
more money, because it is perfectly certain
that unless we can get more money there
is going to be stagnation.
The SECRETARY rorR PUBLIC LanDs: Did you
ever give that information when you were
Treasurer?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I was always a
most obliging Treasurer, and always supplied
any reasonable information that the Opposi-
tion at that time were seeking. (Government
laughter.) But the fact does remain that
the Government ought, under the peculiar
circumstances of the State, and bearing in
mind that their financial administration from
ordinary revenue and expenditure has been
an administration which has indicated—if 1
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may say it—want of ability, that we ought
to receive from them this afternoon all the
information possible. Now, it will be very
satisfactory to us to learn from the Treasurer
as to how long he will be away. It will be
satisfactory to learn from him if he thinks
that the increased taxation which is pro-
posed in these taxation proposals which have
been laid before the House will be a barrier
to his obtaming money in the old country:
because I take it that these heavy loads that
are going to be put on will have an effect
of limiting the supply of money which can
be obtained in the old country. I think
this afternoon the Treasurer ought to give
us information along those particular lines.
I can well remember, when I was Treasurer,
the policy always was to consult our advisers
in the old country as to what the prospects
were. 1 want particularly to point out that
the Treasurer himself drew attention the
other day to the fact that the different
States and the different people who were
borrowing money had to take their turn.
He was quite right in making that state-
ment, It is not always convenient even for
big institutions such as the Bank of England
to allow any State to just step on to the
London money market at its own sweet will.
He is quite right in stating that the oppor-
tunities for borrowing are arranged for by
the Bank of England.” Now, I want to know
if he can furnmish the Committee with any
idea as to when we come next. For instance,
it may be that New South Wales are going
on the London money market, or that Vie-
toria or some of the other States are going
on the market. It always takes time to
float a loan. I want to ask the Treasurer
if he has any information as to when Queens-
land’s turn will come next; because he him-
self touched the point which is vital to the
community—namely, that if there is a stop-
page of moneys it will limit the employment
of men. And it must further be borne in
mind that we have got to the high-water
mark of expenditure from the borrowing
point of view. It is a case of more and more
and more, and apparently the Premier him-
self is not able to satisfy the unemployed at
this particular juncture. They claim that he
is not doing all that he should do. There-
fore, if by any means he found himself up
against a difficulty which indicated he could
not borrow any more, the position would be
exceedingly acute, and I am quite prepared
to admit with him that it would mean unem-
ployment in this State. Leaving the loan
expenditure for the time being, I want also to
draw the attention of the Treasurer to the
continued  increased  expenditure  from
revenue. The Treasurer, in the Budget which
he recently issued, spoke of exercising cau-
tion and care, and seeing that extravagance
was a thing of the past, I want to ask if,
during the last six months, the returns
which we have had before us from month
to month indicate that there is a slackening
in that particular regard?

The PreMIER : It may indicate an increased
expenditure, but not extravagance.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: That is the way
in  which the Treasurer always flatters
‘himself.

The PrREMIER: Let me give you one item.
In the last six months in the Railway Depart-
ment an award has increased the salaries
by £200,000 per annum. You would not call
that extravagance?

[14 JAaNUARY.]
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Hox. W. H. BARNES: No, I am not
dealing with that at all. I do not say it is.
I do say, touching on the railways, that it is
a significant fact that, notwithstanding the
last information revealed the fact that fewer
train miles at that time were run—I do not
say it is so now—the number of men in the
employment of the department was very
much greater than formerly. Am I not right
in coming to this conclusion, that the Govern-
ment in a certain direction are not adopting
business methods in connection with the
management of the railways? It does seem
to me that the only way in which the Govern-
ment can, at any time, succeed in connection
with their management, is when they are
able to lay hold of stuff which is very
much cheaper than that which the private
individual can lay hold off. When they
have to compete on even terms, they hope-
lessly fail. Ts it not a fact that there is
another thing operating in connection with
the railways? A little while ago the excuse
was that the constant failure in connection
with the locomotives was due to the water.
I am prepared to admit the expert said that
that was the reason. Ask anyone who travels
by train what is the position to-day. It is
patent to everybody that the rolling-stock is
n an unsatisfactory condition, and some of
the carriages are really a disgrace to those
who have to deal with them. Getting back
to revenue and expenditure, the question
does arise that, as a matter of fact, there is
going on that which indicates some want of
control. Then, might I remind the hon.
gentleman this afternoon we are quite rlght
in getting all the information we can at this
particular period by reason of the fact that,
notwithstanding there has been such an
increased amount of expenditure, the Trea-
surer himself has been getting from the
public a very large amount of increased
revenue. It seems almost incredible that in
the vears which have passed since 191415,
not taking into consideration the provision
which the Treasurer is making by increased
taxation, that there is increased taxation
amounting to over £2,000,000 in that very
short period. Just imagine that since 1914-
15 the burden which has been laid upon the
people. assuming that the proposals will go
through, will be a burden by the end of the
financial year of over £3,000,000 in connec-
tion with direct taxation. Yet, if that were
going to be the final burden. one could
understand it, but, apparently, it is not. If
we could believe that these proposals of
increased taxation were going to be the means
of making the finances balance, we might
say it is an awful thing, but there is going
to be an end of it. But what hope have we,
judging by our experience of the financial
administration of the past, that the Treasurer
is going to succeed? The real secret of the
trouble is that the Treasurer and his Ministry
and party are dominated by these outside
people who insist again and again that their
behests are going to be obeyed.

My. Car1ER: Oh, nonsense!

Hox. W. H. BARNES : The hon. member
for Port Curtis knows how true it is. Tt
would be quite a revelation if he hon.
memher would take us into his confidence,
and let us know what he knows in connection
with some of those debates which have taken
place in caucus in connection with this
particular matter. Might I draw the atten-
tion of the Treasurer to ancther position?
Surely. in connection with the railways he
must feel that the position is an alarming

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]



2200 Supply.

one. Might I remind the Committee that,
whilst in 1614-15 the returns were £3 16s. Td.,
during the financial year 1918-19 they were
only 13s. 9d.

The PREMIER: The same situation exists in
every State in Australia.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. genile-
man is wrong in making that statement. He
may, to some extent, be right, but when he
takes the comparison that has to be made
between this State and other States he will
find it very much against Queensland, and
he knows that. As a matter of fact, the
hon. gentleman knows, as far as Queensland
15 coucerned, that it holds the record in two
or three directions. One is—and the hon.
gentleman will forgive me for saying it—
for being about the worst managed State
in the Commonwealth. It holds another
record, that its railways are gradually going
from bad to worse as far as the return upon
investrnent i3 concerned.  Then it holds
another record, and that is that it is the most
heavily taxed of all the States. Daes the
hon. gentleman deny that?

The PreEmIER : It holds the record of having
the taxation imposed upon proper shoulders,

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man 1s trying to side-track it. It not only
holds the record in that particular direction,
but, as the hon. member for Mirani savs, it
holds the record for strikes. One would
have thought when the old Liberal Govern-
ment were here they might have been respon-
sible for strikes, but when vou look up and
sce what has really boen the result of the
Labour Government’s administration I say 1t
is appalling. T suspect that the strikes have
baen largely accentuated and added to by
veason of the fact that the Government them-
selves have made it casy for the strikers.
In addition to that. they have a record for
unemployment. Tt is exceedingly interesting
to mo to find, first of all, the Minister for
Railwaws: heing interviewed and then the
Tressurer  Dbeing  interviewed—or  rather
attempfs made often to interview the Trea-
surer, and somehow or other cither the police
prevent them or the Treasurer is out.

The PrEMIER: T always give them a reason-
able hearing. .

Hox. W. IT. BARNES : When they happen
to cafch the Treasurer they get a reasonable
hearing, but the difficulty is in catching him,

The PREMIER interjected.

Hov. W. H. BARNES: Might I remind
the Treasurer that up in the North, where
it was thought Labour had full sway and
all the friends of the Tressurer ware sup-
posed to live, they have said over and over
again that they had had a Minister for Public
Works who was prepared to listen to them
and give them a reasorable hearing. and
thev are sighing for the fleshpots of Egypt
again.

Th~ PrEmiER: If anvbody said that they
would not be saying the truth. :

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I would admit
they wore actually stating the truth. Before
I sit down this afternoon I want to ask the
Treasurer if he has given any further atten-
tion to the Auditor-General’s report? The
Auditor-General again and again has drawn
attention to the position in which Queensland
is. I want to ask would the Auditor-General,
for the sake of doing i, draw attention to
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that? Does he not regard it as a duty to
this House, whose sorvant he 1?7 1 want to
know is the Treasurer giving consideration
to the warning which the Auditor-General
has given? It might be that when the Trea-
surer gets to the old country it might be
found that he was descrting the ship.

The PrrvMiEr: You find that the
Treasurer is all right.

will

Hox. W. H. BARNES: T do not wish the
hon. gentleman any harm. After he goes to
England, when he comes back to Queensland,
T would not be surprised to find that he has
an enlarged vision of things, and he will be a
much wiser and saner man than he is to-day.
I believe the associations he will meet with
in England will be for his good. 1 do not
know whether the hon. gentleman will wear
a belltopper or not in Hngland. It would
ho interesting to have a camera, so that if
there is a belltopper worn we may have the
edification of seeing a picture of the hon.
gentleman with one.

A GoverxMeExT MemMBER: What about your
belltopper ?

Hon. W. H., BARNES: I will be pleased
to lend mine to the Treasurer if it is big
cnough.  (Laughter.) We heard of a dis
tinguished statesman whose hat at one time
measured T4, but as soon as he got into
office it was necessarv to get a T8 hat. I
am afraid that applies to the hon. gentleman;
that might be the reason why my hat would
not suit him. (Laughter.) Putting jesting on
one side, T suggest to the hon. gentleman in
all  seriousnmess that the position of the
finances in Queensland is very serious. I
say that in all earncitness. The hon. gentle-
man must know that from his Trust Funds,
his Loan Account, and his Revenue Account.
He must know that there are deficiencies on
eccount of loans that are accumulating. They
have been accumulating from year to year,
and they hzve not been dealt with yet. The
hon. gentleman must know that the position,
so far as Queensland is concerned, is abso-
lutely acute. It is not a bit of use the Premier
trying to make the people of Queensland
believe that he haz so managed the affairs
of Oueensland that they are satisfactory.
Notwithstanding an increased revenue of
£2,200.000, approximately. since 1914-15, the
state of Quennsland financially is in an abso-
lutely bad way. T want to ask the Treasurer
if he will see, in the interests of this great
State. if some improvement cannot be made,
and if he will set himself the task of trving
to adjust things in a way which will not be
putting a further burden upon the pneople
in the way he is doing, and which will not
be repudiating contracts, as he proposes to
do in his Financial Statement? No doubt,
that will bump up against him in the old
country. I hope the Treasurer will under-
stand the position, and deal with it in a
way that will show that he is a statesman.
Is he prepared to do that kind of thing?
If he is, then he will earn the thanks of
Queensland.  After all, the Government of a
country is very much like a bie business,
and you cannot go on showing deficits vear
after vear. If you continue to have defieits
in a business or in the Government of a
country, it will onlr¥ bring in its wake the
ruin of the country and the community
generally.

The PreviER: The Thilp Government had
deficits for year after year.
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Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man Lknows that for eight or nine years
there were successive surpluses. The hon.
gentleman knows that he himsclf issued a
cireular just before the election drawing
attention to deficlencies  which took place
under a former Government amounting to
£415.000 in four years. In spite of that
circular we know that in the last three or
four vears the total deficiencies of the pre-
sent Government amount to something like
£850,000. The hon. gentleman can hold up
the old Government as a model in being
able to manage the affairs of the country
much better than he is doing.

Mr. Gipay: How did they do it? By
sweating the public servants.

Hox. W. II. BARNES: That is not true.
Mr., Gipay: It is quite true.
Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-

man knows that the value of money in 1814
was much better than it is to-day.

Mr. Giroay: What did you do in 19027

Hox. W. H. BARNES:

Mr., Grnpay: You paid the railway men
4s. 6d. a day, and then put a poll tax of 10s.
a head on all of them.

Mr. CarTER: Scandalous!

Hox, W. II. BARNES: Might I draw the
hon. gentleman’s attention to this, that in
1902 there was a trewmendous shrinkage of

1 was not in office.

Scandalous !

revenue, while to-day the revenue is increas-
ing.

The hell indicated that the hen. gentle-
man’s time had expired.

Mr. MACARTNEY : Before the question
is put, I would like to offer a few remarks.
The hon. member for Bulimba had not quite
finished his speech, That is no fault of
yours, Mr. Smith, but because his fime
expired owing to the time limit fixed by the
Standing Orders.

The Premier: He was
to-day than he usually is.

Mr. MACARTNEY : The hon. member for
Bulimba was referring to the comparison
which was made between 1902 and the pre-
sent day. The hon. member for Brisbane
interjected, and there were also interjections
from the hon. members for Port Curtis and
Ithaca regarding 1902. As a matter of fact,
the conditions of things in 1902 was absolutely
the reverse of the conditions which have
obtained during the last four years. There
was a period ot financial crisis in 1902, and
the railway revenue, in fact, all branches
of revenue, by reason of the Condition of the
country, was shrinking. We know that severe
droughts cxisted in the country, and the
revenue was going down from year to year.
But that is not the case so far as the last
year or two is concerned, because we know
that the revenue of the country has been
steadily increasing. It is quife truc that
within the last two or three years the revenue
of the country did not increase in certain
directions. It did not increase in directions
which would indicate an expansion. But,
by reason of the taxation which has been
Jmposed the revenue of Queensland has been
increasing, and the position to-day is not
due to a decrease in revenue, so much as it
is due to actual extravagant expenditure.

The PremiER: Not but
unavoidable expenditure.

more moderate

extravagant,
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Mr. MACARTNEY: The hon. member
for Ithaca makes an extravagant suggestion
when he says that the revenue in 1902 was
taken from the unfortunate men who only

got 4s. &d. a day.
Mr. Gmoay: It was done, and you must
admit it. You can’t deny it.

Mr. MACARTNEY: That was not the
position at all. Any man receiving under
£50 was not supposed to contribute anything,
and there was an_actual power given to the
Commissioner of Income Tax to give relief
in any case of hardship. So it is not a
correct statement that the hon. gentleman
makes. I think we might deal with these
things in something like a reasonable and
fair waz. I do not know that it is wise to
congratulate anyone nowadays, but I am pre-
parced to say that the Troa\urvr has done a
wise thing in taking the people of Queens-
tand into his confidenco in regard to his
departure for England, and the reason for
it. The mystery that has always attended
the departure of the Premier for the last
vear or two has been of a most unsatisfac-
tory chavacter, and the fact that the hon.
g(\nﬂeman is adopting a someswhat different
course is likely to give a great deal of satis-
faction. T regret that the hon. gentleman
is going away. I wished that he could
send the Treasurer, and remain here to look
after the affairs of Government himself, as
the responsible head of the Government, but
as he is the Treasurer and the Premier as
well, there is considerable difficulty in the
way of doing that. There is no doubt, as the
hon. gentleman pointed out this afternoon,
that there is business to be done in England,
and it is business that requires a certain
amount of consideration. Whethen that busi-
ness can best be done by the Premier going
home to attend to it, or whether it can be
best left in the hands of the Agent-General,
I am nobt now prepared to say. At any rate,
I welcome the candid statement of the hon.
gentleman regarding his intentions to visit
the old country. The hon. gentleman has
not glven us very wide information in regard
to the loan which was recently floated in
London. A paragraph appears in the Finan-
cial Statement which gives a certain amount
of information regarding the flotation of
that loan, but it has not given us all the
information we would like. We must only
come to the conclusion that Queensland has
not been as successful as New South Wales
on the loan market, New South Wales
recently got a loan floated in London under
much more favourable terms than Queens-
land, although, perhaps, the loan was not
subscribed o largely by large or small sub-
seriptions, as was our case, Queensland has
not been much more fortunate than other
places seeking loans in London, In a leading
journal I read that an obscure place like
Liberia, a nigger State in Africa, succeeded
in obtaxmnﬂ a loan on the London market
on as favourable terms as Queensland.

The PreMiEr: Was that loan not guaran-
teed by the Imperial Government?

Mr. MACARINEY: Yes, but they suec-
ceeded in obtaining a loan on as favourable
terms as Queensland. If we have to get
loans, and loans are necessary, then it Is
the wish of all parties that we should get
those loans on the most beneficial terms.
I congratulate hon. members opposite on
their admission that these loans are required
for the development of Queensland. They

Mr. Macartney.]
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were not always in favour of loans, but now
they are going to the opposite extreme.
Members opposite are adopting a policy
which is contrary to the one previously
adopted by their party, and they are now
going the whole hog. The question now
before us is that £600,000 of loan money is
required for six weeks. If we reckon that
up we will find that that amounts to
£5,000,000 a year. That amount is asked for
before the financial proposals of the Govern-
ment have been adopted. It looks as if the
Government are prepared to come along with
these proposals with the idea that Parlia-
ment will adopt anything they like to put
before it. I think that the Government are
called upon to make some reasonable pro-
vision for the unemployed. No man with
humanitarian ideas can suggest that the un-
employed are to be allowed to swelter in
their condition of want while other people
are proceeding in a position of comfort. I
ask the Government to consider from what
cause the unemployment arises. Let them
take that into consideration. Why should
we in Queensland have so much unemploy-
ment when the finances have been so buoyant
as they have been for the last four or five
years? That needs an explanation. The
Government have been spending more money
during the last three or four years than
has been spent before in the history of the
State. They have received more money by
way of revenue. What is the reason that
there are so many unemployed under such
conditions? During the period of the war
we received greater prices for Queensland
products, and our production has been more
Justified and consequently greater than ever,
We realise also that, owing to the financial
management of the Commonwealth affairs,
there has been a greater circulation of money
in this country. Yet we have unemployed.
What_is the explanation of it? In some
directions we see that enterprise which
hitherto has been current in Queensland has
been interfered with in some way or other,
and because of that these men have come on
the labour market. I am prepared to admit
that drought may account for the unemploy-
ment of some, but it does not account for the
great volume of unemployment we have.
Later on, I will be able to show
that the unemployment in Queensland is
due to the stagnation in private enterprise
brought about by the unreasonable and heavy
taxation of the Government, and the heavy
expenditure indulged in by the Government
at a time when the country should have been
economical. In Queensland things are not
going ahead as they should do, and that is
the reason that so much unemployment is
here. I would like the Treasurer to look
into the causes of unemployment and the
causes of stagnation of enterprise, with the
view of curing it, by removing the cause
rather than by accentuating the position by
imposing heavy and unnecessary taxation.
do not wish to take up any

[4.30 p.m.] more time, but I should lLike to
. endorse what the hon. member

for Bulimba said in regard to the rolling
stock of the State. We have on the front
Government bench a gentleman who saw
vast impropriety in the expenditure in the
Railway Department at one time, and who
indicated that he could make a saving of
something Iike £250,000 a year. That hon.
gentleman occupied a position on the Com-
mission which went fully into the affairs of
the Railway Department, and I am sorry to
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say that, notwithstanding the recommenda-
tions of that Commission, the things that
the hon, gentleman complained of are worse
to-day in the railway administration than
they were then. You will meet men in
various parts of the State who won’t hesi-
tate to tell you that the railways are largely
overmanned in certain directions. You will
meet men who will tell you that the condi-
tion of the engines in the Railway Depart-
ment and of the general rolling stock is such
that if same were taken into account for
the purpose of arriving at depreciation or
a balance-sheet, we would find ourselves a
couple of millions behind because of the
amount that would be necessary to put that
rolling stock into good condition. These are
not things that appear on the surface, but
they are very serious matters in connection
with the financial position of the State. With
the hon. member for Bulimba, I desire to
thank the Treasurer for giving us the
further information he has, and I assure
him that if he will continue to take us into
his confidence and give us that information
we ought to get in connection with the fin-
ances of the State, he will find that he will
get the assistance of this side of the House
rather than otherwise, The condition of the
State is such that all parties ghould unite
in trying to get the State out of the quag-
mire that the present Administration has
allowed it to get into. The Treasurer has
put a very good face on the condition of
Queensland for some time past, but if we
could only get to the back of his head we
would find that he realises the seriousness
of the position.

The PrEmMIER: I do not ignore the serious-
ness of it, but I do repudiate any suggestion
that the Administration were responsible.

Mr. MACARTNEY : The hon. gentleman
cannot get away from the fact. It is all
very well to say that the administration
cannot be responsible for it, but every act
of the administration has tended in that
direction. They have handed over the affairs
of the Public Service to an outside power,
and that act alonme is responsible to some
extent for the condition of the State finances.
I say thai, no matter what face the hon.
gentleman puts upon it, if we could only
get to the back of his head, he would be
found to admit and agree with the serious-
ness of the position as it is from time to
time described by this side of the House.
You will find phrase after phrase in ‘ Han-
sard’’ in each successive year showing that
this side of the House were pointing out
where things were drifting to, and the
results which are to be seen to-day only go
to show that those warnings were sincere,
honest, and true when they were given. I
trust the hon. sentleman will come down
from that platform of obstinate denial as to
the serious position which the finances of the
State are in, and endeavour to attack the
causes of the trouble, and bring the position
more in that direction in which it ought
to be.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): 1 feel in all
seriousness the financial condition of Queens-
land, which, in common with the other States
of Australia, is just coming through the
effects of the great war. But we must
remember that not one penny of the revenue
of this State went towards the prosecution
of the war, and yet we find ourselves in
the financial position we are in, notwithstand-
ing the increased taxation we have had—that
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overy means of taxation has been seized by
the present Government to try to bring about
increased revenue so that they may have
something more to squander—we find our-
selves in a deplorable position. The total
expenditure in the State of Queensland for
the last twelve months amounts to something
like £14,000,000 sterling, and yet we have
throughout the State a greater amount of
unemployment than ever before. We must
remember, too, that this State will be called
upon to fulfill its duty towards that taxation
that is essential to find money for the
expenses of the war.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER :
look cheerful.”

Mr. CORSER: The unfortunate part about
this paying up and looking cheerful is that
most of us who are on the land have to
borrow to pay our land tax, and also our
State and Federal income tax; so that it
is not too cheerful a state of affairs.

Mr. Cornins: They cannot be in too bad
a position if they are paying both State and
Federal income tax.

Mr. CORSER: They have to borrow to
pay it.

‘Mr. Duxstax: If they did not have the
income, they would not have to pay the tax.

Mr. CORSER: That is where our friends
are wrong. Any persons who assessed their
stock a little time ago for the Federal or
State income will be paying on the assess-
ment of stock that are dead to-day. I am
one of those unfortunate individuals, and
most people who come from the country
districts are in that position to-day, and they
will have to continue to pay it. The extra-
ordinary revelation of the Minister to-day
shows that he is asking for about £600,000
Loan Fund for a few weeks of this appropria-
tion. It shows that approximately £4,800,000
or nearly £5,000,000 Loan Fund is to be
expended during this financial year, and if
the expenditure i8 to be on a par with the
oxpenditure of the last few months it will
be unbearable. £4800,000 from Loan Funds
in one year; and continued increased unem-
ployment and strife in our industries.

Mr. BRENNAN: Whose fault is that?

Mr. CORSER: The fault of the Govern-
ment; certainly not the fault of the Oppo-
sition. The fault of the administration that
was going to bring about Utopia in this
Queensland of ours, And with this tremen-
«<ous increase from Loan Fund, I ask city
or country electors’ representatives are their
particular districts benefiting thereby? What
district is benefiting by this huge expendi-
ture? We would expect to see huge railway
developments, huge developments of our
resources and industries. But we cannot see
them. Railways are started in every direc-
tion—some have been started for four years,
and not five chains of rails have been laid,
and at the head of many of these railways
you will find miles and miles of steel rails
lying there rusting with sleepers alongside—
no attempt being made to lay them. Yet the
Minister for Railways will tell us from time
to time he has no steel rails.

Mr. BRENNAN: Where are those steel rails
that you speak of?

Mr. CORSER: On practically all of the
railway constructions.

“Pay up, and

Mr. BrexNAN: Give us some concrete cases.
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Mr. CORSER: You will find those steel
rails waiting for some magic wand to say
that this work must be proceeded with.
Previous Governments did not spend more
than £2,000,000 a year from Loan Funds.
This Government is approaching this year
£5,000,000. I claim, if that increase was
necessary, it was necessary in this direc-
tion: a million or two should have been
appropriated, and a fund formed so that
our struggling settlers who have given the
best of their lives on the land could be
relieved from the deplorable condition they
are in through the drought and loss of stock.
Nobody could then complain about the tre-
mendous amount of money that is being
spent this year from Loan Funds.

Mr., BrexNaN: What did you do in 1902
regarding assistance?

Mr. CORSER: There was one thing we
did not do—increase the freights and fares.

Mr, Kirwan: Oh, yes, you did! And you
put a poll tax on top of it.

Mr. CORSER: We did not increase the
freights and fares to the man in the country
who had lost his all; and, what is further,
we made concessions to those who wanted
it on those occasions and gave them assist-
ance, similar assistance to which has never
been given since.

A GovernMENT MEMBER: Where?

Mr. CORSER: Reid’s Creek, for a start.
There were men who did not have a penny
in their pockets who were put on the land,
with an overseer over them, and £300
advanced to them. And if we did wrong
on those occasions—not we, but the Govern-
ment in power at that time; I was not in
the Government——

The SeCRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Did you do anything from 1902 to 18142

Mr. CORSER: Nothing like what the
present Opposition are going to do after the
next election. (Government  laughter.)
Many of those people who were supported
by the late Premier, Mr. Ryan, in 1802 have
been responsible for a lot of the conditions,
but that is no excuse for the present Govern-
ment being even worse than they were.

The Treasurer refers to his trip to the old
country, and claims that one of the reasons
is to arrange for the immigration which the
Government hope will come about—that is,
to settle Imperial soldiers on the land in
Queensland. At an early period of the war,
Sir Rider Haggard came to Australia and
received from this present Government an
offer of 1,000,000 acres of our land on which
to settle the Imperial soldiers. When they
made that promise they were not giving
anything ; the lands belonged to the Crown,
and they were giving them on condition
that they would be financed from the other
side. Years ago we had all that informa-
tion, so what is the use of the Treasurer
giving it now as his reason for going home?

The PreEMIER: Sir Rider Haggard was not
acting officially for the Imperial Government.

My, CORSER: He was acting officially
for the Imperial Government.

The PremiER: No, he was not.

Mr. CORSER: And you made use of the
statement that you offered to the Imperial
Government, through 8ir Rider Haggard,
1,000,000 acres of Jand on which to settle
Imperial soldiers—

The PrEMiER: Sir Rider Haggard was not
representing the Imperial Government.

Mr. Corser.)
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Mr. CORSER: He was representing that
branch of it that had the care of the soldiers.

The Previer: He was a delegate of the
Colonial Institute—I received him here as
Acting Premier.

Mr. CORSER: And he received a promise
from the Queensland Government of 1,000,000
acres of land on behalf of the soldiers who
wished to come here. The Imperial Govern-
ment took it up with one exception, but
they did mnot encourage their farming
community to come here.

The PrEMIER: You are not fully informed.

Mr. CORSER: They were not going to
encourage the sending” away of their rural
population. but were going to encourage
them to stay in their own land. One private
company in Rhodesia offered 500,000 acres of
their territory under exactly the same condi-

flons, so that the Queensland Government
have not done very much. Before the
Premier need go home to sec how he is

golig to make the best offer for scttling
Dmperial soldiers on the land let him first
sertle himself to the task of doing something
more for our lads that are here. Lot us
first clean un» our own house in that regard.
Let us see that our Australian soldiers, and
our Queensland soldiers in particular, are
properly catored fo:‘ before we undertake the
settlement of a 1,000,000 acres of land by
~ome cther soidiers,

Mr. BruxNaN: What has Hughes done for
the seldie

Mr. CORSER:
that they
elections.

Mr. Kirwan:

He has done that much
returned him at the last Federal

He coffered them an T 0O U.

Me. CORSER: You owe Hughes a lot
anyhow. 1 find that per head of the popula-
tion our loan expenditure is increasing very
(on:uhrdbiy ()qr expenditure per head of
the population this last year was £13 16s. 2d.,
and not one penny has been appmprlatcd
towards a sinking fund. Let me again refer
to this litile bible, and we must Temembor
that this is supposed to have been the policy
of the Denham Government.

Mr. Kirwax: What are vou quoting from?

Mr. CORSER: The ¢ little red book.”

Mr. Kirwax: What is the name of it?

Mr. CORSER: The Labour party’s bible.

My, Kirwax: That is not the name of it.

Mr., CORSER: “ What the Labour Plat-
form means.” and quoted from the platform
and from every kerosene box by the Labour
members during the 1915 elcction, and on
those promises they were returned to power.

Mr. Kirwax: We were roturned again in
1918 with 2n inereased majority.

Mr. CORSER: And will be turned out
afain next vear. .They were not returned at
the Federal clections.

Mr. KirwaN: It is sufficient to shake hands
with the devil when Tou meet him.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

ern {CORSBER: Let the hon. member listen
to this—
It is zbsolutely essential that some-
thing chould be done to put an end to a
situation @0 crushingly ohnresswe If
the working class could realise how they
are robbed bv the institution known as
the public debt there would be an outery
against further borrowing from one end

[Mr. Corser.
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of the country to the other, and state:.
men would find it imperative to devise
means of extinguishing the debt, and
terminating the folly of continuous
interest paying.”
Now we have got a very nice spectacle to-
day. When that statement was made interest
was being paid on £50,000,000, while to-day
we are paying interest on  <£65,000,000.
Further on this little book says—

“The Labour party demands that this
state of affairs shall cease. It demands
that definite measures shall be taken to
wipe out loans as they mature, instead of
follo“mg the fatal course of ‘conts acting
e dgbte in order to pay off the old
O'ﬂ("v

The Treasurer is going home to find out how
he is going to redeem the £13,000,000 that is
f‘xlhnﬂ due.

The PremiEr: I would like to ask how
would you pay that amount out of a consoli-
dated revenue?

Mr. CORSER: I am asking you what you
meant ba making those statements. This
little hook continues—

“ and continuing the payment of interest
vear after vear without in any way redue-
ing the mmclpal owing.

“YWhen it is pomtod out that the
interest now being remitted to London
from Queensland s equivalent to a tax

of 5s. 6d. a week”—
and to day it is 7s. 3d. a weck, vou will
understand the >mcmi‘r‘; of the statements
made by hon. members opporite. They go

on to complain about so many million pounds
going to Furcpe, and state that the position
15 deplorable; the very position they are in
to-day. )
‘\h DuxsTaN: You sent home misstate-
sents to prevent us getting any money at all.

My, CORSER : You claim that we do that?
This is what they said p}'@vious]y?

“ The non-success of the loan is evidence
of the distrust by home investors in the
present  administra tion in Queensland,
who are increasing the burden of debt.”

So vou must have done the very same thing.

Tn vour *little red book’ you decry the
administration 'md crv stinking fish.
The Poemier: Those remarks  were

ovidently based on the failure of the loan.
We have not reached that position.

Mr., CORSER: Do you claim that under
our administration loans failed?
The Previgk: Some of them did.

Mr. CORSER: VYou kuow that that is
absolutely incorrect, and we have evidence
from wour own side that your own loan was
a failure. The hon. member for Bowen
said that £40,000,000 should have becn sub-
seribed for the loan. and, no doubt, he was
considering that the reason why such a large
smn should have been subscribed was because

the tremendous price paid for it, and the
hon member cannot give as full information
in regard to it at the present time.”

The Prpaier: The recent loan was not a
failure.

Mr. CORSER: I am not going to contra-
dict the hon. member for Bowen,

Mr. Dunstax: He never said that.

Mr. CORSER: You can turn it up ir
“ Hansard.”

Mr. Duxstan: He said the British investors
should have lent more money.
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Mr. ARMFIELD: He said if they were doing
their duty to this country they would have
loaned more money.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order!

Mr. CORSER: I do not want to discourage
the Government in any way, but there is
one thing I desire to say. This is the first
time that the Premier has stated what he
is going home for. We never heard what
Mr. Ryan went home for.

Mr. Dyxstan: Mrs. Duncan knew what he
‘went home for.

Mr. CORSER: This
Bays—

“It is a senseless and suicidal policy
for the public, and the only beneficiaries
under 1t are the financial institutions and
the mortgage-mongering owners of our
large estates who are mostly absentees.”

‘Those are the only people who bencfit by
floating loans at home, That is beautiful!
“Then ‘‘the little red book” says—

“No person of intelligence would con-
duct his private affairs in such a reckless
fashion.”

I think I read that yesterday.

Mr. Kirwan: If T had a shilling for every
line of repetition of what you said last night
I would have a good holiday.

Mr. CORSER: I would not like to have
to eat all the .words that the hon. member
will say before he sits again for three years
on that side. If I did, T would have a good
holiday. I hope the experience that the
Premier will get on the other side will
broaden his mind. He is big cnough and
old cnough to have had experience, but,
unfortunately, it has been in the narrow
groove, and he has never had the opportunity
which I trust he will have during his sojourn
on ﬁ}e other side, and that he will come back
a bigger man and will deal with the financial
‘position in such a way as any fair-minded
man would.

Mr. MORGAN (Murille): I hope that the
Premier will immediately meet his Ministers
and endeavour to formulate some scheme
whereby those who are unemployed in
Queensland may be given emplovinent at
some ureful work. At the present time men
from different parts of the State congregate
in Brisbane or some other large town and
temporary employinent 1s found for them
after they demonstrate publicly and malke
themselves a nuisance to different Ministers
who have the power io give emplovment.
These men are sent haphazard into different
localities and given work on our railways.
Some scheme should be initiated by the
Government to find wvseful employment for
these men.  Such a scheme might take vears
to complete, but during the time unemploy-
ment is prevalent those who are suitable could
be engaged in the work. Take, for instance,
the State stations. We have a very large
area now under the control of the State, and
cach one of those stations is capable of
being developed and improved in the way
of ring-barking and conserving of water, so
that it will carry a larger number of
stock. Why are not the unemploved sent to
some of the State stations? Dillalah and
some of the other stations cventually will
become suitable for cutting up into areas
of 10,000 or 20,000 acres, and if the unem-
ployed were engaged in ring-barking and
such work on those stations, they would
become capable of carrying a great deal more
stock than they can carry at the present
time. The men would be engaged in repro-
duactive work, and nobody would have any

Iittle book further
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objection to the Government giving such
employment; but we find instead of these
men being employed in work of that nature,
which for all time will be of benefif, they
are given work of an unproductive nature.
If the State stations were improved in the
way I suggest, the very moment the land is
cut into small areas the incoming tenant
would get a return, instead of which, under
present conditions, 1t would take many years
to make that land ecapable of carrying a
large number of stock. The increased rental
alone would more than pay the Government
for the expenditure incurred. The Minister
must recognise that.

The Premicr: How many men do you
think could be employed on Dillalah?

At b o’clock p.m.,

Mr. WALKER, one of the Temporary Chair-
men, relieved the Chairman in the chair.

Mr. MORGAN: That is only one. You
could give employment for three months, if
not for six months, to at least 100 men; in
fact, I think you could give employment for a
greater period. A great number of the men
who are out of work in Brisbane are those who
have been cngaged in bush work generally.
The drought has had a certain effect on
unemployment, I will admit. But the season
for trapping opossums has been the greatest
Queensland has ever known; in fact, the
cheques were enormous in many instances.
That industry is not likely to last long,
taking into consideration the number of
opossums caught during the past few months
and the number of men who were engaged.
Had that industry not been so profitable,
instead of a few thousand men being unem-
ployed, there would have been many thou-

sands of men seeking Government relief.
While the seasonal occupations were not
available, a great number of men were

absorbed in the opossum industry. I think
a different method ought to be adopted to
this haphazard way of giving employment
to men, The very moment a few hundred
men  congregate from the country in the
large cities and towns they are sent away,
and the work they do is in no way repro-
duective; in fact. it is a charge on the
State. T also would like to point out another
source of unemployment. There are between
1,200 and 1,500 men out of employment in
Brisbanc at the present moment who, during
a certain period of the year, find employ-
ment in the different meatworks in and
around Brisbane. Why are those men out
of employment? It is not altogether due
to the drought. I admit the drought has a
great deal to do with it. A great number
of those men are out of emplovment owing
to the fact that the meatworks have nof
been able to buy any stock in Queensland,
and in consequence work has not been avail-
able for men. I obtained from the Lands
Department the other day figures which show
that from the Ist January, 1919, to 3lst
December, 1919, no fewer than 49,000 cattle
were sent from different stations to Wallan-
garra, It can be stated that all those were
fat stock which, undew ordinary ecircum-
stances, would have found their way to Bris-
bane, and would have been slaughtered in
the meatworks in this particular locality.
The meatworks were unable to obtain those
cattle because of price-fixing by the Govern-
nient in respect of meat. The Governmeni
were compelling those meatworks to sell
them a certain quantity of meat at 3d. per
Ib., and they were unable to go into the
country districts and compete with ths New

Mr. Morgan.]
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South Wales buyers. Therefore, the work
which would have been given to men here,
the freights which would have been earned
by our railways, and the by-products which
would have been handled went into the
Southern States. If 49,000 stock were sent
out of Queensland by rail, I think it can
be honestly stated without exaggeration that
at least 50,000 went out of Queensland by
road during the same period, because cattle
in the far west cross the border and are
there entrained for Sydney. They were
slaughtered in other localities, and the whole
of the revenue was lost to this State. Had
there been no interference, work would have
been available for a great number of those
men who are unemployed at the present
sime. Against that we have the State
butchers’ shops, which claim they have made
a profit of £40,000 odd. The Government,
according to the figures we obtained from
the Home Secretary, distributed in relief in
the different large towns of Queensland no
less a sum than £62,000 to those who were
unemployed. To a great extent that was
brought about by the pricefixing indulged
in by the Government. On the one hand, the
meat shops made a profit of £42,000, and on
the other hand the Government gave away
£62,000. I think 1t must be admitted that
that is not a good business proposition, and
those particular establishments have not
done any good to Queensland generally. In
the Roma district recently a great number
of men were employed for political purposes.
The Government spent thousands of pounds
in giving work in those localities. Those
men knew perfectly well they were there
only for the purpose of recording their vote,
and it was common talk amongst the men
that no matter what they did during the
period they would be found work until the
by-election in that particular locality. Money
was spent in cutting down grades in Roma,
and we know that the greatest grades exist
between Miles and Chinchilla, Any work
done at Roma was practically useless for the
time being, as it would not enable trains to
proceed further than Chinchilla and to
carry greater loads than they are carrying
at present. The whole of that money spent
in the Roma district was practically wasted
for the time being. It will not be useful
even to the Railway Department. I think
the time has come when the Government
should not bring about conditions of that
sort. The railway administration, as we
know, at the present moment is not con-
ducive to good management. I hope the
time will come, no matter what Government
is in power, when the railways will be taken
away from political control. One or more
Commissioners should be appointed, and the
whole control of the rallways should be
placed in their hands. The position of Min-
ister for Railways should be available only
for the purpose of inspecting new lines and
bringing them forward for -consideration.
TUntil that is done there is no likelihood of
the railways being a financial success.

Another matter upon which I wish to
touch is the contemplated visit of ths
Premier to London. No sooner does a new
man take up the position of Premier than
he thinks he ought to display himself in
London., While the benefits may he great to
the State, it is often doubtful whether the
expenditure is justified. I think very often
it is just an amusement trip. I do not know
whether the Premier has given any good
reason why he should journey to England.

[Mr. Morgan.
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The only reason I can see is that it has
become a common practice for many years.
I admit it was so during previous Adminis-
trations. At the very moment a man
becomes Premier he thinks he should sail
away with his wife and family and enjoy life
abroad, mixing with dukes and duchesses,
and generally spending an enormous amount
of money, while we have in Queensland at
the present moment unemployed who are on
the verge of starvation and in want of work.
My opinion is that the money could be
better spent in Queensland. I admit that
the Treasurer has been in office four or five
years and might require to go away for
health purposes. While that is so, I do not
think it is sufficient to justify the spending
of this money. The time is not opportune
for money to be lavishly expended. The
people outside will agree with me in saying
thore is no justification for the Premier
undertaking that trip. Being a custom, per-
haps we cannot object. The present Govern-
ment seem to follow the customs adopted for
the last twenty or thirty years, notwith-
standing the fact that they were elected with
a view to breaking away from old ideas and
customs. It is no use a man crying stinking
fish because a member gets up and admits
there s distress in Queensland. It is
apparent to any Government, and it 1 more
apparent in many of the country districts
than it is around the suburbs of Brisbane.
It does not come under the notice of city
representatives, a great number of whom do
not know the suffering which the people are
undergoing. I would like the Government
to set aside a sum of money for the purpose
of assisting those in country districts, when
the drought breaks, to become possessed of
stock, of sead, and the necessary implements
so that they can immediately become useful
settlers upon the land.

Mr. BRENNAN: What about the Bill intro-
duced last year?

Mr. MORGAN : That Bill will not assist
the people whose cause I am advocating.
The Government are doing nothing, and
have not provided any funds in that direc-
tion. You will notice in some of the States
they have set aside large sums of money for
the purpose of assisting those who wish to
restock after the drought. They are assisted
immediately with money for the purpose of
buying dairy stock and the seed necessary
to sow seasonable crops. Unfortunately, in
Queensland nothing has been done in that
direction. No money has been set aside for
that purpose, and if the season is favourable
from a cultivation and dairying aspect, the
poorer section of those people will have to
sit still and see their grass go to waste, not
having sufficient money to enable them to
buy the stock neceseary to make their selec-
tions a payable proposition. I think it will
be admitted that it is just as bad to have
no persons on the land as to have those wha
are in that position. They have everything
necessary to enable them to make a living
other than stock or seed. What are the
Government doing? No provision is being
made by way of money specially earmarked
for that purpose. No announcement has
been made to those people. In the coastal
districts of the State they have had bounti-
ful rains, and the drought has practically
broken. Unfortunately, further west that is
not so. On grazing areas people do nof
want relief from the State other than in the
way of not having imposed upon them undue
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taxation. There are men who are in this
unfortunate position owing to the drought.
They have got plenty of land and feed and
machinery, but they have not got the money
to buy seed or stock. I would like to know
if the Government are prepared to eome to
their assistance immediately, before values
go up. Will the Premier make an announce-
ment saying that the Government will assist
these men? We know that the future of
Queensland  depends absolutely on land
settlement and land development and pro-
duction. We must depend on these men who
arc on the land, and the Government should
come to their assistance in the right direc-
tion to enable them to carry on production:
There are a number of unemployed who
could be induced to go upon the land with
a view of becoming settlers, and by helping
them to go upon the land the Govemment

il be doing a much better service to the
State and a more lasting service than they
are by just allowing these men to live from
hand to mouth aCCOldlIl"‘ to the Government
policy of to-day. The Government are just
pursuing a policy of to-day and not think-
ing of to-morrow, and that is why the
Gevernment policy is not of such lasting
benefit to the State. I do not object to
money being spent in the State. I believe,
with the hon. member for Bowen, that
millions are necessary in order to develop
Queensland, but these millions must be well
spent. Since this present Government have
bheen in office they have added £15,000,000 to
the national debt of Queensland, and we are
no hetter off to-day with the expenditure
of that money than we were five vears ago.
As a matter of fact, we are worse off,
because we have to find the interest to pay
on that borrowed money. The money should
be spent in a most beneficial way, and not
as it has been done during the last five
yenrs, when all we have done is to increase
our debt without getting any benefit from it.

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton): 1 quite
agree that we cannot be too careful how we
spend the money we are borrowing now.
We are borrowing money at a high rate of
interest, and we are spending it in a way
that is not of much benefit to the State.
I have seen men put on to work on the
Western railway line to regrade the railway
where it was not needed. Those men were
only sent there, and kept there, for political
purposes. And I cannot see how that line
1s going to pay back that interest.

The Premier: No regrading work is done
unless 1t is recommended by the Chief
Engineer for Railways,

Mr. BEBBINGTON : The traffic has been
going over that line for the past thirty years,
and it has stood very well. There was much
more traffic going over it before than there
is to-day, and yet the Government send 500
men up there just before an election in
order to regrade that line. The Treasurer
may explain that in his own way, but the
public believes that the money was spent
for political purposes. That line will not
pay interest for the money spent, and it
will be a burden on posterity. I hope the
Treasurer will take the opportunity of look-
ing into that matter. The last speaker
referred to the repatriation of the farmer.
I know that for the last eight or nine months
the farmers have lost money at the rate of
£2,000,000 a year. Fully £1,000,000 has
been lost by the farmers of Queensland
during the last six months. There ars
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hundreds of these people who will not be able
to start again. Some of them put their life
savings into the land and into stock. Their
stock have died, and to-day they have got
nothing to start ‘with. I would like to know
from the Treasurer if he intends to assist
these people to start again. Unfortunately,
the Government members cannot see the
importance of statements made about the
men on the land. Only yesterday the hon.
member for Bremer practically made fun of
the losses of the people on the land. In
many cases the farmers lost their life
savings, and the hon. member for Bremer
practlcally held them up to ridicule.

My. F. A. Coorer: Refer to ‘ Hansard.”

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The hon. member
cannot see what a loss it means when the
farmers lose £2,000,000 a year. Why, that
£2,000,000 goes towards paying the hon.
gentleman s salary. The hon. gentleman
does not know that it is the farmers who are
producing the wealth. The hon. gentleman
is not a producer at all. The storekeeper
is not a producer. He only turns it over.
It is the same with the politicians. They are
not producers, they only turn it over. The
men who produce the wealth are the men on
the land, and yet hon. members like the
hon. member for Bremer ridicule them,
although their stock are dying in thousands
to-day. I know one place on the north coast
where 350 dairy cows died as the result of
one storm, vet we have city members
ridiculing men like that.

d Mr. HartLEY: Where did those 350 cows
ie?

Mr. BEBBINGTON :
want to know.

Mr. HartLEY : You don’t know.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The Treasurer says
that the Government put the burdens on the
shoulders of those who can best bear them.
I will give him an instance of a case where
he is putting the burden on shoulders which
cannot bear it. I have a receipt here which
I will give to the Treasurer if he likes to
inquire into it, This is the receipt for land
tax paid on land which produced nothing
for nine months. Will the Treasurer say
that is putting the tax on the shoulders that
can best bear it, when his land has not
produced anything for nine months?

The PreEMiErR: What did it produce in a
year?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: For the last nine
months 1t has produced nothing, and for
three months it has cost him £40 a week to
keep his stock alive. In spite of that, the
Treasurer’s tax gatherer demands £17
13s. 4d. as land tax from this man whose
land produced nothing for nine months.

The Premier: Did he apply for a remis-
sion of the tax?

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Ves.

The PrEMIER: What was the answer?

er. BEBBINGTON: He got no answer
at all,

The PrEmMIER: When did he apply?

Mr. BEBBINGTON : On the 4th January,
when he gave his cheque for the tax.

The PrEMIER: Do you say that the Com-
missioner is not granting any remission ?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I am only giving
you the facts. Clause 46 provides for a
return, and a return is made. In nine cases

Mr. Bebbington.]

I can tell you if you
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out of ten, the Commissioner will, perhaps, in order to keep the unemployed going.
veturn 25 or 30 per cent. of the money, but That is only placing a big burden on
where land has produced nothing for nine  posterity.

months, and the owner has to spend £40 a
week to keep his stock alive, there should
be no land tax at all. So the Treasurer is
wrong when he says that he is putting the
tax on the shoulders that can best bear it.

The PremiEr: In the case you refer to it
is possible that a full remission of the tax
will be granted.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: And it is also pos-
sible that he will get no remission at all.
He made four applications last year before
he got any return.

The Premir: (Give me the particulars,
and I will lock into the case.

Mr. BEBBINGTON (handing the Premier
a document): Here is the receipt. No. 255
is the number of the assessment. The man
on the land has also to suffer other injustices.
The Minister for Agriculture, perhaps with
the best intentions, formed what are called
dingo boards, but I will show how it adds to
the burden of the man on the land. At one
time Bs. was pald for each dingo scalp, but
this was increased by the Government to
£1. How can men pay the taxation when
they have to pay £1 each for dingo scalps?

The Premier: The Opposition supported
that measure.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : No, they did not. I
opposed it, for one. I said it was a wrong
thing to do and I said that £1 for a dingo
scalp . was a ridiculous thing. The man I
referred to just now as having to pay £17
13s. 4d. for land tax has just received a
bill for £3 9s. 1d, for dingo scalps. Is it
a fair thing to keep accumulating these
taxes on the men on the land, especially
when their land is not producing anything?

The PreEMIER: The Dingo Act was passed
for the benefit of the farmers. That is the
value of it.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The value of the
Dingo Act is for the men in the West who
breed dingoes and sell the scalps. When I
was up in Dalby the other day I was told
that since the dingo scalps had been raised
to £1 there are persons breeding them and
sclling the scalps.

Mr. Hamtiey : They are silly people.

At twenty minutes past 5 o’clock p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN resumed the chalr.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : That is an industry
which certainly ought not to be encouraged,
and I hope the Treasurer will deal with it.
As regards the spending of £4,000,000 of loan
money every year, I might mention that
when the Denham Government were in office
the question was always raised as to how
much loan money could be spent to the best
advantage. In many cases, 1 know that the
‘plans and specifications were not ready, and
they found they were spending too mugh
loan money. That meant a big waste of
money. At that time they were spending
£2,000,000 a year. If there was a waste of
money then, we can easily see that when we
are spendmg £4,000,000 a year, and paying
65 per cent. mterest that a lot of that
money will be wasted.

The PremIER: That does not follow at all.

Mr. BEBBINGTON : I ask the Treasurer,
is it not a fact that a lot of that loan money

has been spent on almost useless works?
It has been spent on useless railway work

[Mr. Bebbington.

The PrEMIER : What work do you refer to?

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Cutting down the
grades at Maryborough and other places.

The PremiErR: The rvailway authorities
have been wurging that work for economic
reasons, so that the trains will carry bigger
loads.

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Then I have not
much faith in our railway experts. If they
see a slight curve they want to take it up
and alter it. That work is absolutely un-
necessary, especially when there are people
living forty miles from a railway who want
railway communication. It is much better
to carry railways into the interior than
spend money on lines we have already. A
lot of this money is carrying a high rate of
interest, and the money is being spent in
order to keep men working around Brisbane.

The Premizr: That is not true. It is the
same sort of work that was done by your
own party.

Myr. BEBBINGTON: In that way again
we find that money has been wasted. Now,
here is another thing. The Railway Depart-
ment—this Government is not to blame any
more than the past Governments, and I spoke
of this matter six or seven years ago—have

not given the men on the railways

[56.30 p.m.] the machinery and tools that

they should give them to make
the best use of their time and of their work.
In many of these big cuttings—say for
instance, the one outside Ipswich—instead
of using a pick and shovel there was no
reason whatever why we should not have had
one of those steam shovels at work. I have
had a good deal to do with machinery.
There is not the slightest difficulty in getting
one of those steam shovels attached to a
traction engine without being compelled to
keep it on the rails—it could be moved to
any of these cuttings. You could give theo
men more money for their work, you would
get three times as much work done for the
money, and instead of building one mile of
railway, you could possibly build many more.
There is a tendency expressed on the other
side that it is not a question of getting work
done, or of building a lot of railways, but
that it is the question of employing men. 1
maintain that 1t is not a question of employ-
ing men. It is a question of employing the
men to the best advantage and giving them
the machinery and tools that they can do
the best and easiest work within the time,
V\ithout all this heavy work. I have scen,
under past Governments, as well as und@r
this, men with a pick and shovel and wheel-
barrow digging up trenches. digging up
watercourses where you could have had a
plough and a scoop. The work would have
been much easier, and you would have had
six times as Anuﬁh work ‘done for the money.

My, JAMES (Logan): I wish to say a
word or two on the question of Supply.
T think that when the Government ask
for more money to carry on, they ought to
account in some measure, at any rate, for
the money which thev h'we had tho sp&_ndm(r
of iu the past, and n my opinion the state
of the finances in Queensland is not all that
could be desired. I think there is a great
deal of yoom for improvement in the adminis-
tration of affairs in the future. In this
respect, 1 think the remarks of the hon.
member for Drayton on the scant attention
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which is given to the requirements of the
country is very much to the point, because
e 1 that in our land settlement and
neral development of the back country of
Queensland, instead of there being a pro-
gression, there Is a comparative decline—and
o Dbig one. The reeson for this, in my
opinion, is that the policy of the Govern-
ment on land matters is not considered on
its merits as adapted to the needs of the
country, buf move according to theories
which have developed in the minds of poli-
tical societies and theoretical students who
seck to apply these theories without any con-
sideration_whatever of their adaptability to
@ requirements of the country. And
nongst these I think we could inelude those
two very prominent hones of contention—the
monopoly of leaschold, and the land tax
which was imposed by this Government in
1915, As a resuld, I.thjnk,_ mainly of the
leaschold, we find a diminution in the areas
selected. T would like first of all to point
out that in the case of pastoral selections
the leaschold princinle naturally applies, and
it_has been carried into cffect in New South

Wales Jucensland, and any other States
where al industries flourish in a large

way. It is the natural mode of occeupation,
but the Labour party have tried to apply
this to all methods of sclection, to all differ-
it modes of selection. We find that since 1914
there has been a decrease in land setilement.
In 1914 there were 2,645 sclections of all
ciasses. with a rotal arca of 8.095.859 acres.
In 1918 the area has been reduced ; there
were 1,461 selections, total acreage 6.168,311.
in that case the fact that the leasehold
<ystem is adapted to the pastoral industry
wccounts for the fact that there is not such
o very great reduction—that is, considering
various other wauses—there is not such a
tremendous reduction in the total area sclec-
ted. But when we come to the perpetual
lease relection, which took the place of the
agricultural farm selections, we find that in
1814 there were 1,554 agricultural selections
with a total acreaze of 538,844 acres. In
1918 we see the number reduced to 598 selec-
tions with a total avca of 305,873 acres. Then
we come to the prickly-pear selections and
find a great falling off. In 1914 there were
836 prickly-pear selections with a total acre-
age of 683.000; in 1918 there were only 178
selections, total acreage 153,151 acres. So
that we sce there is an absolute lack of
confidence in land selection in Queensland.
And when T was abroad recently, and mixed
with soldiers considering land Ldevslopments
in_the different States, and the opportunities
offering for selection, T found there was a
great prejudice against Queensland on tho
grounds that we have solely a leaschold

tem.  We know that in many respects the
feaschold system has an advantage over free-
hold.  Where a man is poor but wants to
select, he can do so more cheaply in lease-
hold than in freehold—that is generally
recognised by agriculturists. But, on the
other hand, a man with a leasehold farm
takes loss Intercst, and, from the standpoint
of the State, he is more likely to give up
that farm than if it were a frechold selection
in which he had sunk a great deal of monev.
3o that there is an obvious advantage and
profit to the State by having the alternative
of freehold selection whereby people will
beeome more settled on the land. and take a
greator interest in building up their holdings
for their own bencfit, because at the same
time a benefit will accrue to the State.

1920—¢& v
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Then, as regards the value held by the
State, say, on soldier settloments such as
Beerburrum—the amount of value the State
has in that is very little, but the soldier,
by means of his improvements, has perhaps
700 per cent. more in the selection than the
State. He has no final say, but is bound
hand and foot in every direction. Apart
from the advantages or disadvantages of
leasehold and freehold, T would like to ask,
is it worth while sacrificing the settlement of
Quecnsland to a theory of that sort? Would
it not be better to try and attract to this
State, as was done in 1914, a large number
of selectors to take up our land, because that
is the only way to make the railways pay,
the only w to make this State what it

should be according to natural resources,
and what it would be if it were not mis-
managed. While I am on this, T might

refer in passing to the figures given to the
hon. member for Carnarvon, in answer to
hin question vegarding prickly-pear sclec-
tions abandoned during recent vears. We
find that the number abandoned in 19819 was
319, as against 235 in 1915, which shows that
there is a progressive incrcase in the number
of prickly-pear sclections heing abandoned.
It must be remembered also that in many
cases—in most cases, in fact—the Agricul-
tural Bank has lent money on these par-
ticular sclections, and there is a loss to the
people who have put their savings in the
Savings Bank, because that money will never
be regain on the contrary, the prickly-
pear is growing where grass should be grow-
mg, and instead of anything being produced,
selections are being abandoned and the im-
provements all go by the board. This is a
scrious question, yet we have not heard of
the Government taking any active steps in
this biggest problem which is confronting
Quecnsland at present. We have 20,000,000
acres of densely infested prickly-pear, grow-
ing at the rate of a million acres a year,
but we find no move yet by the Govern-
ment to either stem the growth of it or to
eradicate that which we already have.
The HoME SrcrRETARY : Have not you heard
of the cstablishment of the arscnic mines?

Mr. JAMES: That is apart from the fact
that the Government take a great deal more
interest in small businesses——

The ¥our SecreTary: It is something.
What did your pcople do?

Mr. JAMES: My people? I have no
people, excepting Logan electors. The
point 1 am trying to make—and the Home
Sceretary is quite aware of it—is that this
is our biggest problem, and the Government
does not give it the place in the Govern-
ment’s programme which it should have; and
whether any (Government in the past has done
it or not, should not make any difference.
Here I might refer the Home Secretary to
an article which recently appeared in the
¢ Agricultural Journal ” by another enthusi-
astic official such as those to whom I referred
the other night, who really sece the nceds of

this State, while the Government take no
notice. This gentleman says that it is only

a matter of a few years when the prickly-
pear will have spread over the whole of
Queensland. and this is a very serious staie
of affairs. And while the city workers con-
tinue in comparatively prosperous circum-
stances, they do not realise that their whole
existence here depends on the prosperity of
the back country. (Hear, hear!) Yet, while
a Loan Fund is raised for the purchase of

Mr. James.]
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State stations by means of debentures, we
do not hear of such being done to deal Wlth
the prickly-pear problem. I think this is
a matter that could well have the attention
of the Government when considering this
new loan, because they have not given reason-
able attention to it in the past. And if we
continue, we will find that this inactivity
and abandonment of the interests of the
primary producer is accentuated by a strong
tendency to tax land far more than that land
can afford to pay. In my opinion, where
land is used as a means of production—used
up to the full extent—there is no excuse
for taxation at all. Whereas in other respects
whers, perhaps, city lands have an unearned
ine 1(‘1’1’1(,nt an increase in value to which the
owners do not contribute, there is very good
grounds for land tax. But where an in-
creased value has accrued to the landowners
due to their own work, and their own inibtia-
tive, there is no excuse. I remember in
Gippsland, my native State, in Victoria, my
grandfathers started the development of the
land in their home, they were eventually
forced to abandon it, and the very selections
that they held were taken up by their sons in
the next generation. They worked it, and
only to-day, after three generations, is that
land really what you might call profitable.
The work of three generations of the one
family has been devoted to the building up
of those blocks, and when it is remembered
that they are only of a nominal value now—
the value being nothing as compared to the
energy and imtiative put into those selec-
tions in the past—it will be seen that where
land is uwsed to its full extent there is abso-
lutely no excuse for heavy land taxation.
The Government recognise that to a certain
extent, because they are giving relief to the
extent of an unimproved value of £750 on
agricultural lands. But they ab\mdl\ acherc
to a nominal exemption of £300 in order to
conform to the theory to which I referred.
People who read Henry George, and swallow
him holus bolus, think there is nothing else
on earth. They ‘desire an exemption of £300,
and thus give the selector all the trouble and
expense of making out Jand tax returns.
when he should not make them out at all up
to an unimproved value of £750. If a real

expression of opinion were given by hon.
members supporting the Govornmcnt, we
would find quite a variety of views, and

while members of the Labour party may be
supposed to conform to the Labour platform
in its entirety, I do not think you would find
one member supporting the Government who,
plank by plank, would support the whole of
that platform.
Mr. COLLINS :
platform?

Myr. JAMES: I signed that platform with
a full knowledge that I did not believe in
the whole platform, and I defy the Treasurer
to say that he agrees with the whole of the
platform. In all matters we should have a
sense of proportion, because there is no such
thing as absolute right or absolute wrong.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You have a
sense of proportion, all right.

Mr. JAMES: I have, and if the Secretary
for Railways had a httle more, perhaps the
railways would not be in such a disgraceful
position as they are at the present time.
The Secretary for Railways, in common with
hon. members on this side, will agree that
there are more employees in the Railway
Department than are necessary to carry them

[Mr. James,
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effectively, and at a minimuin
of cost, and at the present time freights and
fares are being increased inordinately, at the
cxpense of the primary producer, fo support
the system or lack of system.

The HoMe SECRETARY : What about your
Domain speeches a few yecars ago?

Mr., JAMES: I think I spoke in the
Dowmain about four years ago, and I have
spoken  in move domains  than  that of
Quecensland, and I expressed my honest con-
victions, and I am expressing my honest
convictions now, which is more than the
Home Secretary usually does.

The HOME SECRETARY :
convictions when you
opinions every day?

Mr. JAMES: How can a man have
convictions without occasional modification
unless his mind is a rusty mass not capable
of having any opinion at all? The Home
Secretary will agree that the enervating
effect of sitting behind a Government such
as the machine-ruled Government that we
have at the present time in Queensland is
likely to lead the mind to that condition of
incapacity which we find so often expressed
where the mouth is larger than the brains.
{Opposition langhter and interruption.)

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order!

Mr. JAMES : I thank you, Mr. Smith, for
endeavouring to maintain order, because I
realise the disorder is more than usual, for
what reasons hon. members opposite must
be awarc of. The only thing I can think of
is that my criticisms hurt them rather badly

—(Government laughter)—and that they are
unable to stand a straight out-expression of
opinion on matters whlch they bring before
the country. I have no hesitation in saying
that, so far as I can see, the Labour party
have lost their objective, and if they are
going to succeed, they will have to get on to
more rational ]ans, cut out their cast-iron
theory of socialism by nationalisation, which
is about on a level with the whole hog
single tax, which is evidently supported by
the hon. member for Bowen, and come round
to a more humanitarian view of things.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Look at the
grinning Cheshires over there.

Mr. JAMES: I notice a smile on the face
of the Minister for Railways. I do not know
whether he calls it a grin or not, or whether
it is facial contortion on the part of the hon.
member. T was merely stating that, in my
opinion, the Labour 1)&1tv have loet their
objective. They have set themselves to carry
out a machine-like programme which is not
likely to help the working people out of
the wilderness. They raise false hopes in
the minds of the wage-carners, who bmd
themselves together in unions in support of
this Government in the hope that they will
be led out of the wilderness, but they find
they do not get out at all. The Labour
party having itself set up with Godlike
qualities is likely, in the future, to be found
to be an idol of clay, and will be smashed
by the very people who put them in power.
I now sce no smile on the face of the Secre-
tary for Railways, as he realises that what
T say is correct. I do not think his mind
moves on cast-iron lines. I think he has a
certain mobility of mentality, but 1t is
obvious that he, too, works like a little
machine, does what he is told, and as long
as he does that he may remain for a time

How can vou have
keep changing your
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Secretary for Railways, but soonecr or later
his party and his political life will be
smashed for good.

The SECRETARY vOR RatLwavs: Hence your
position over there.

Mr. JAMES: I might remind the hon.
gentleman that I did not come here seeking
a haven of safety. 1 came here because 1
absolutely believe in the opinions I have
expressed. T do not know whether the sup-
porters of the Government ave sincere 1in
saying I had personal motives for coming
across to this side, because there wore abso-
lutely no motives of a personal character.
3o far as signing the platform is concerned,
I have already stated that when I signed the
‘plarforrn I believed most of it was for the
nest.

_Mr. R1oRDaAx : Did you strike out what you
did not believe in?

Mr. JAMES: I did not.

Mr. Riorpax: I believe in all of it.

Mr. JAMES: The hon. member accepts
unthinkingly that which is given him. To
set these disputes at rest, and since it has
been said I have simply come over here so
that after the next election I can still remain
member for Logan on a different party ticket,

I would like to ask any of those hon.
members who are interjecting whether they
are prepared to resign their seats and come
and contest the Logan against me?

Mr, Corins: Most Labour rats get back
the first time.

Mr. JAMES: Will the hon. member for
Bowen come out and oppose me?

The CHAIRMAN : Order'!

Mr. Riorpax: You had a challenge the
other night,

Mr. JAMES: The hon. member should
know me_well enough by now to know that
I generally take my own time about things,
and do things in my own way. 1 might say
that T have no desire to hold the Logan on
false pretences, and 1 realise, having got
mto Parliament by supporting the Labour
platform, that my continuance herc as repre-
sentative of the Logan on the Labour plat-
form would be under false pretences. I have
not two thoughts about that, and I quite
agree with hon. members, but I do not
agree with the bad temper in which they

indulge when my criticisms fall on their
fortresses. Hon. members the other night
were very willing to throw out their

challenges, whilst now they are quiet.
Mr. Riorpan: They are absent.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I ask the hon.
member to deal with the motion.

Mr. JAMES: I am dealing generally with
bad government, and the position of the
finances is the result of had government, and
when hon. members supporting the Govern-
ment interject, I think I have a right to
reply. I would like to ask the Treasurer,
since he remarked the other night by inter-
jection that I had broken all my pledges,
- whether he would be willing to resign his
fraction of an electorate at Chillagoe, and
come down and contest the full-grown electo-
rate of Logan?

The PREMIER: I hope when I do contest
the next election, that I won’t be up against
a pitiable creature such as you.

Mr. JAMES: The Treasurer maintains
the dignity of his high office by indulging
in abusive language.

[14 Janvary.]
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The CHAIRMAN indicated that the time
allowed the hon. member under the Standing
Orders had expired.

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): I hope when the
Fremier goes home that an amount of money
will be secured to keep Queensland going in
the way it should go. He must realise that
there is no possible hope of a large number
of people carrying on unless they get assist-
ance. He must realise that the credit of a
large number of people who live in the
country has been absolutely taken away
from them by the actions of the Government,
and when we find that the people have lost
their stock, and are absolutely on the rocks
to-day, it 1s the duty of the Government to
render them assistance. Nobody is prepared
to lend them any money on the security
available. The security was there a few
vears ago, but the Government have taken
that security away, and it is up to them now
to find some method by which these people
are again able to start to produce. They
have been hard hit by the drought, and 1t
is no good thinking that the Act passed last
session is going to help these people to start
again, because it is not.

Mr. Guxx: They are going to give them
arsenic. (Laughter.)

Mr. MOORE: A large number of them
would be only too pleased to take arsenic if
the present Administration keeps in power
much longer. We must recognise that when
the Government takes away a man’s credit,
some responsibility rests with the Govern-
ment. The Treasurer must recognise that the
land tax has taken away their assets. I am
sure that no Government in Queensland wants
to see a large rural population practically
forced off the land or into the position of
talcing arscnic. That may be a matter for
jesting amongst the members of the front
Ministerial bench, but if they had a little
experience of the Downs and other districts
where the drought has been so bad and the
losses so heavy, they would realise that some
assistance has to be found for the people
in the country, as well as for the unemployed
in the cities.

(Sitting suspended from & p.m. to T p.m.)

Mr. ROBERTS (Fast Tsowoomba):
Before we come to a vote on this question,
T notice the Minister for Public Works is
present, and I would like to impress upon
him the necessity of giving some considera-
tion to the question of the registration of
unemployed and the system of distribution.
Considerable railway work has just been com-
menced in Toowoomba, and within the last
few days there has been a dispute in connec-
tion with the men employed. First of all,
this work was started with some thirty men
from Brisbane, while it was fully known to
the Labour Bureau in Toowoomba, the chief
bureau in Brisbane, and the Railway Depart-
ment that there were at least 130 men unem-
ployed in the city of Toowoomba. Since
then that difficulty to some extent has been
got over. As far as the men sent from Bris-
bane were concerned, when it was pointed
out to them that there were unemployed in
Toowoomba, they did the fair thing by their

mates, although they were putting them-
selves to some inconvenience. When they left
Brisbane instructions had evidently gone

before them that if these men for any reason
ceased work no railway passes would be
issued to them to enable them to return to
their homes in Brisbane. Since then other

Mr. Roberts.}
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men have been sent to Toowoomba. I ask
the Minister if he will take into consideration
the regulations which were fairly adminis-
tered by his predecessor, the present Premier,
who laid down very fully that men should
not be sent to centres where already there
were unemployed. I hope the Minister will
see that men are not sent to Toowocomba
or any other district to undertake employ-
ment when therc are men of that descrip-
tion equally able, willing, and looking for

work.
Question put and passed.
The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN

reported that the Committee had come to a
resolution. The report was adopted and the
Committee obtained leave to =it again to-
mMorrow.

WAYS AND MEANS.

Resvawpriox oF -COMMITTEE.

(Mr. Smith, Mackay, in the chair.)

The TREASURER : I beg to move—
““That towards making good the
Supply granted to His D&lajesty on

account of the services of the year 1919-
20, theve be granted a further sum not
exceeding £1,400,000 from the Consoli-
dated Revenune ¥und, exclusive of the
moneys standing to the credit of the Loan
Tund Account, £150,000 from the Trust
and Special Eunds, and £600,000 from the
Loan Fund Account.”

Question put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN
reported that the Committee had come to
certain resolutions, and the Committee
obtained leave to sit again at a later hour
of the sitting.

APPROPRIATION BILL, No. 4.
ALL STAGES.

The resolutions were agreed to, and a
Bill founded on them was brought in, passed
through all stages without deb‘we and
ordered to be transmitted to the Leg1sla-
tive Council for their concurrence by mes-
sage in the usual form.

DAIRY PRODUCE BILL.

CoxsrpeErarioN Ix CoMMITTEE OF HIs ExCEL-
LENCY THE GOVERNOR'S PROPOSED AMEND-
MENT.

(Mr. Smith, Mackay, in the chair.)

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Facham): 1 beg to
move that the dmendment recommended by
His Excellency the Governor be agreed to.
His Excelleney recommends that clause 35 be
omitted fromn the Bill, Members will see that
clause 35 relates to tho restriction of certain

labour. The clause passed by Parliament
i3 not in accord with certain Imperial
despatches. I am sure the Committee do not

want the details of those despatches. At the
suggestion of His Excellency, that clause has
been redrafted, and is now made to apply to
persons who have not obtained a cerbificate
that they are able to read and write from
dictation fifty words in the English language.
The Governor in Council may make regula-
tions for the examination and granting of
certificates and for the exemption from the

[Mr. Roberts.
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operation of this section of any person whom
it is not considered necessary to examine.
This clause is on all-fours with the clause in
the Sugar Cultivation Act of 1913. I there-
fore move—
“That the Committee approve of His
Excelleney’s recommendation. that ¢lause
35 he deleted, and the new clause
appearing in the message be inserted.”

Question put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN
reported that the Committee had agreed to
the amendments suggested by His Excellency
the Governor.

The report was adopted, and the Bill
ordered to be forwarded to the Legislative
Council, with the following message:—

“ Mr, President,

“His Excellency the Governor having
transmitted by message to the Legisla-
time Assembly the following amendment

which he desires to be made in the
Dairy Produce Bill, viz. 1
U 0Omit clause 5 and insert in lieu

thereof—

S Certain labour restricted.—XNo person
who has not first obtained in the pre-
scribed manner a certificate that he is
able to read and write from dic‘cation'
words in the English language of not
less than fifty wmds shall be employed
in or take part in the working of any
registered dairy produce premises under
a penalty of one pound for each such
person for every day during which such
person is employed in or takes part in
the working of such premises.

*“¢The Governor in Council may,
time to time, make regulations—

(i.) For the examination and grant-
ing of certificates of ability to read and
write from dictation words in the
English language;

(il.) For the exemption from the
operation of this section of any persons
or classes of persons whom for any
reason it is not considered necessary
to examine.’
¢ The Legislative Assembly have agreed

to the amendment proposed by His
Excellency, and now forward it to the
Legislative Council for their con-
currence.”’

from

WAYS AND MEANS.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT—RESUMPTION OF DEBATE.
(7. Smith, Mackay, wn the chair.)

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): In discussing
the Treasurer’s IMinancial Statement, which
we had presented to us last weck, there are
some things, of course, which must strike
one in that Statement. Onc of the things
that one notes 1s the fact that during the
period of the present Labour Administration
there has been a very marked and very con-
siderable increase in the amount of money
reccived by the Government, yet, notwith-
standing the fact that these large increases
of money have been received, we are faced
year after year with a deficit in the public
accounts. Various reasons have becen given
by the Treasurer as to how these deficits
have heen created. To a certain exfent in
some directions he wmay be correct, but in
a number of instances I certainly think the
deficits are the result of bad administration
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on the part of the Treasurer in connection
with public funds. We have been told,
during the course of this debate, how on a
number of occasions the Treasurer has told
us what is the seeret of good government.
He has told us that to a very great exten
good government consists of good financing.
iTe has aid, on more than one occasion, that
the finances should balance year Dby vear.
Yet, we find that although we had an
expzmding revenue on every oceasion, still
we ave faced by a deficit. There arve a good
nunmiber of reasons given by the Treasurer

as to how the deficits have taken place.
One reason w that ¢n one or two occasions
the Tegislative Council «id not pass the
legislation which he introduced and which

he  considered
might par his

necessary in order that he
way. If the rejection of
ation by the Legislative Council had
done in some underhand or unknown
way of which the Treasurer kuew mnothing
at all, and if it had been sprung upon him
in thc neture of a surprise, we might be
able to look wupon his excuse as having
famrly good ground: but, in carryving out his
duti the Treasurer know 1)01fo(tly well
that certain things had been done by the
Council, and he v called upon in the
sdministration of his departinent to see that
thv expenditure was L(\pt within a reasonable
l]mvt We should not be faced with deficits
such as we have been faced with in the past
few vea I am not one of those individuals
who cry stinking fish about defici I know
that deficits have been made, and plobabl
they will be made in the fuhno but when
there is really no valid excuse for deficits—
and I claim there is no reason for them at
the present time—I certainly think that in
some directions the Tloasulex has failed in
his work. We have been told that bhocause
of the rejection of certain measures by the
Legisl atl\n Council that unemployment has
a11<U1 and that the revenune has suffered to
a great extent in counscquence. I chall lenge
Jw statement Wlth regard to the fact that
unemployinent has been caused by reason of
any legislation which the Legislative Council
has turned down. T.ast vear an Unemploy-
ment Bill was introduced by the Government.
What did it propose to do? Was it a
¢ which would reduce unemployment ?
or it was rather a measure which
would tend to ecreatc unemployment. T
believe that has been exactly “hrlf has
rn\n]tr\d throughout Queensland during the
last four years, or, at all events. during the
last twelve months, in connection with the
Lahour administration of the finances of this
country. If you are going, bv your taxation
methods and by the expenditure of public
monoey, to create a feeling of unrest amongst
the fammn«r and p"()dd(’lllﬂ‘ community and
amongsi those engaved in the manufacturing
dnd aocondarv mdustnos of this State, can
it be expccted that these industries il
rrosner and that employment will be plenti-
ful throughout the country? That is just
exactly the position as we find it in Qucon*-
land to-day. The proposal in that uncm-
ployment measure was not to create employ-
ment, but rather to penalize emplovers who
were emploving lahour rmmwhout the length
and breadth of Quocn:ldnd In addition
to the ordinary taxation that they have to
pay, which hon. members onposite admit is
heavy, and which they will have to continue
te pay for some considerable time, our manu-
facturers were asked to pay £2 for every
employce engaged by them in work of any

-
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kind. {an such a proposal be justified?
The people who are helping to find employ-
ment and who are keeping men eniployed 1n
this State were going to be further penalised
and further taxed, while the cmplovers and
manufacturers throughout the Common-
wealth were going to have that advantage
over our own manufacturers in the plodu('
tion of the various goods we manufacture in
the State to-day. We all know perfectl
well that, so far as Qucenstand is concerned.
our manufacturers in Queensland, for many
vears, have had an uphill fight i order to
compete with the Southern manufacturers.
What have the Government done to assist
the manufacturers in Queensland?  We find.
in answer to questions, that the Government
have been sending the State hides out of
the State. 1 remmember the complaints that
hon. members opposite used to make about
sending  our products overseas as  raw
materital instead of manufacturing in this
State.  Yet we find the Govornment are
sending the hides out of the State from the
State stdt]on- Nothing has been done to
assist our primary ])rodm erg in any shape ov
form., With regard to the timber industry.
we wore told that when the State embarked
in the timber business that the people of
Quecnsland were not receiving a fair deal
from the sawmillers and timber merchants
throughout Queensland. We were told that
the people were being charged too much for
the timber ther required and which was
necessarsy to ereet their homes. Ilave we
found any change since this Government has
been in power in  connection x\xth the
cheapening of the price of timber for the
bhuilding of homes for the people of Queen:-
land? No, quite the opposite. We find.
m:fndd of retaini the timbers of Queens-
Jand for the pLoch of Queensland, that the
State Government did exactly the same as
the timber merchants were «oing, and they
exported to the Southern States every fo_ot
of timber which thev could dis-
[7.30 p.m.] pose of at a sati factory fgure.
Yet hon. members in this (‘ham—
her will get up and tell us what great things
the Covernment has done for the working
men of this country. When we know thdI
such things as that have been taking nlace
in Queer and we might well ask (mrﬂol\'(\a
Have t‘wo Government played the game in a
fair &nd square mannecr hy the workmen of
thiz country? I contend that they have nof.
They have made charges now for years
against previous Administretions as fo ‘wha
thov have done in this dircction, vet
immediatel they get the onportunity ’rhex
adopt the se Ifsame tactics about which thm
have been complaining for many years. A
charge has been made during the course of
this debate about the pmohaso of a Germar
dredge and the erection of German budneg
qute true. But not a word has been said

about the fact that the Treasurer of the
present Government paid in New South
Wales between £30,000 and £40.000 for a
trawler to fish in the Queensland wate

while at the very same time they held a
tender for the crection and completion of
that trawler by a firm engaged in business

in Bris
A GoveR 1 MEMBER:
was comypletely disproved.
Mr. O'StLuivax: At any rate, it was our
: : P
own Australians we got it from; not Ger-
mans.

That statement

Mr. Taylor.]



2214 Ways and Means.

Mr. TAYLOR: That statement was not
disproved. Hon. members know it perfectly
well, and although the Treasurer made cer-
tain excuses in connection with the building
of that trawier, the fact remains that the
tender was received, and the only acknow-
fedgment the firm got was the return of their
deposit cheque and the usual departmental
note that their tender could not be accepted.

The SECRETARY FOR RaAILwAvs: They were
not very keen on it.

Mr. TAYLOR: It is very evident that if
they were not keen the CGovernment were
less keen, because if the Government were
sincere in their desire to provide work for
the workman of Queensland, when they
received that tender, even supposing that
there might have been conditions which the
Government could not approve of, they could
have made some attempt to bring the parties
together to see if that trawler could have
Been built in the State, but this they did not
O.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : They would
noti specify a time.

Mr. TAVLOR: They specified a time, and
the time which the "Government accepted
from New South Wales was exceeded by
about eight or nine months,

The PREMIER:
a time.

Mr. TAYLOR: If they did not specify a
time, the Treasurer stated in this Chamber
the month in which he expected delivery of
the trawler from New South Wales, which
was October, and he got it cither in March
or April.  The Premier specifically stated
in reply to the arguments at that time that
it was to be delivered within about two or
three months of time spesified by the firm of
Fvans, Anderson, and Phelan. That firm
have works at Kangaroo Point capable of
employing several hundred men, and at the
particular time that the tender was sent in
they employed about three or four boys and,
I think, something like half a dozen men.
There was an opportunity for the Govern.
ment to have helped the workers of Queens-
land had they so chosen. but they sent to
New South Wales and purchased this
particular trawler,

No; they did. not specify

. A good deal of discussion has tak(mmplace
in conneetion with our railways. What I
have to say is this: What the Government
have done during the last week or two in
connection with fares and freights they
should have done two or three vears ago,
and T am wnot afraid to state it here, I
stated previously, in answer to an interjec-
tion, that so far as the country people were
concerned, I would let them down as light
as possible regarding fares and freights, and
would take all sorts of care that the people
of the large cities and towns should pay a
greater proportion of the expense of running
the railways than they have been doing for
many years. (Hear, hear!) I take it that
we have to look at things in a reasonable
and sensible light, and we know that during
the last four or five years the increases in
wages alone fo railway employees is, as we
have been told, something like £1,000,000,
and we also know there has been a consider-
able increasc in the cost of all kinds of stores
required to run_our railways. £1.500,000
deficit on our railways year after vear 1s no
good to Queensland nor any State; and how-
ever cr wherever the deficit may be made,

{Mr. Taylor.
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the fact remains that the people of Queens-
land have to make up that money somehow
sooner or later, and the sooner they realise
that it is not the intention of the
Government to run the railways as a purely
philantrophic affair, but that they must be
expected to pay a reasonable amount of the
taxation required to carry on the business of
the country, the better. If what has been
done recently had been done three years ago
we should have had no deficit to-day. We
are told that the inercased revenue which
the Government expect to receive by the
increased fares and freights will amount to
£500,000 per apnum. Judging from the
returns which are furnished of the number
of miles of railway that are open. the train
mileage which is run, and the various other
figures that we have been given, I certainly
think that some Improvement could be made
to reduce the cost price of running those
railways. If the railways are overstaffed, I
think that profitable avenues could be found
for any men who may have to be displaced
on account of a rcarrangement. I say that
some of the charges made for carryving goods
on the railways are simply absurd. You
could not get a man with a horse and dray
to take a load across the road for what the
railway has been carrving goods from Bris-
bane for 10, 15, or 20 miles. That is not
a  businesslike and common-sense way of
carrying on a big business concern such as
our railways. We look upon them as the
best asset in this country. We look upon
their control by the Government as being
the best control in the interests of the whola
of the people of Queensland. Owing to the
fact that railways have been built into unpro-
ductive centres and have not paid, and will
not pay probably for some considerable time,
the deficit on those railways has to be made
up, and, although I do not cxpect that the
railways should pay every penny of the
amount of interest, I certainly think that an
interest return of under 14s. is simply absurd.

A good deal was said last night about
the Treasurer having stated last year that
the amount of deficit was going to be paid
out of the revenue of 1918-1919. That, of
course, was not done, and when the charge
has been made here in connection with that
matter, the Treasurer has repeatedly asked
in what other way he could have applied
the money. He said, if the amount of
revenue received for that particular year
had been over and above the expenditure
and sufficient to meet that deficit, it would
have been applied in that direction, but so
long as there was a deficit on tho year’s
working that money could not be so applied.
Well, if the Treasurer knew that, why did
he not tell us when he first made this state-
ment? Why did he want to say it was
going to be done in a certain way, and then,
when the figures come along, and we find
that the revenue did mot come up to his
anticipation. nothing was done, and the
deficit is still there?

- My opinion with regard to taxation is
this: Queensland is a young country; Aus-
tralia is a big country; taxation must
increase if population increases and develop-
ment is to be gone on with., (Hear, hea_nr!)
The standard of comfort is being raised
every week and every year right through-
out the whole of Queensland and Australia,
and as we wish to see Queensland develop
and its industries expand, I take it that 1t
is an absolute necessity in the growth of
this country that there shall be a certain
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increase in taxation. But when we come to
consider the enormous increasg that has been
‘made since the Labour Government has been
in power, we ask ourselves, has the money
which they have been recelving from the
yarious sources of taxation been judiciously
applied and expended? No doubt, in quite
a number of instances, it has; but we con-
tend that in quite a number of instances it
has not. And I would say, in connection
with most of the State enterprises, it has
simply been a diversion of public money, in
many instances made at a loss, and which
has not done any good nor helped to develop
the State. Talke, for instance, the fish
industry. We all like fish, but we do not
get very much of it. And, as I have stated
before, most of the fish that a good many
of us get is fish out of the tin, and that tin
comes from overseas. Indeed, I take it,
whether we have fish or not, we are just as
healthy and fit. I Jook upon fish as being
rather a luxury than a necessity of modern
life, and I certainly think an immense
amount of public money has been, and is
being, wasted so long as that industry is
allowed to continue.

The same applies to State stations. Ihave
nothing to say against the State having
stations, but the one regrettable feature is
this: instead of the Government increasing
the supply of cattle, they have simply bought
stations and displaced existing cattle-holders.
It appears to me they have not increased
the number of cattle one bit, although they
have any amount of fine territories through-
out the State. I should like to see Queens-
land the butcher’s shop for the whole world,
and I do not see any reason why it should
not be, nor do I see any reason why the
Government should not assist in attaining
that end; but the way we are going on ab
present, to my mind, certainly is not going
to do that. We have had certain figures
placed before us in connection with this
particular industry which tells us that a
profit of, I think, something like £40,000
or £50,000 has been made on the State
stations during the past year. In analysing
those figures, the hon. member for Carnar-
von the other night showed that had the
present State stations been in the hands of
private owners, instead of showing, as they
did in the statement of the Auditor-General,
a profit of between <£40,000 and £50,000,
they would actually have shown a loss of
between £4,000 and £5,000. The hon. mem-
ber showed that had those stations been
run by the individuals who possessed them
prior to the Government taking them over,
they would have had to pay income tax,
land tax, and quite a number of other taxes,
and that if those taxes had been paid by
the Government., the State stations would
have shown a loss, Those figures can be
verified, or they can be shown to be untrue,
and I certainly think that if those figures
are correct, it is time the Government went
out of the Stato station business and took
on something elsc which would prove of a
niore remunerative nature.

Mr. O’SurnLivan: And let the squatters
have it to themselves and put up the price
of meat.

Mr. TAYLOR: There is one thing that
hon. members on the Government side
cannot deny, and that is, that prior to 1915
the cost of living was infinitely less than it
is to-day.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
<0 all over the world.

That is
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Mr. TAYLOR: If the Government had
allowed a natural state of affairs to continue,
we should not have had the high prices
which exist to-day. The statement has been
made that the rate of wage paid to railway
employees in 1914 was such that the railway
men could not live decently. Does any hon.
member on that side of the House dare to
say that, even with the present increase in
wages which the railway men have received,
that they are as well or better off than they
were in 19147

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: Yes.

Mzr. TAYLOR: I am sorry that the hon.
member should say that, as I do not think
he really believes it, because every man
knows that for what a man could get for
a sovercign in 1914 it would require £1 6s.
or £1 7s. to-day. Yet, when the Denham
Government were in power, they were
accused of sweating the railway worker.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : So they did.

Mr. TAYLOR: The Denham Government
paid the railway workers a princely wage
compared to what they are getting from the
present  Government, and hon. members
know that perfectly well. We have the
Treasurer’s estimate of revenue and expendi-
ture for the present year, and he has stated
that he oxpects a surplus of something over
£4,000 on the year’s work. I do not know
how he expects to get it, because he tells
us on page 16 of the Statement that the
(fommonwealth Government contemplates,
during the present vear, reducing the per
capita allowance by 2s. 6d. a year, and for
twelve months that will mean for Queensland
a sum of £94,000 odd. That means that for
this half of the present financial ycar we
shall receive probably £47,000 less from the
Commonwealth Covernment, and the per
capita allowance will be reduced each year
until it only amounts to 10s. per head. What
provision is the Treasurer making for a loss
of revenue such as that? We find no pro
vision made at all. He is quite willing to go
or spending money in an extravagant way on
quite a number of enterprises which are not
in the best interests of the people of Queens-
land. We have the spectacle of the State
iron and steel works.

Mr. O’SvLnivan: He wants to square the
finances.

Mr. TAYLOR: I think he has got them
into tangle instead of squaring them. It is a
sort of maze or puzzle, and it will take some
squaring up before the Treasurer is done
with it. The Treasurer has stated that he
expects to snend out of loan moneys a sum of
£4.000.000. ~ He has been converted in con-
neetion with this loan expenditure. In
“Hansard,” cxiv., page 46, the Treasurer
(Mr. Theodore) has this fo say with regard fo
the Denham Government—

“ The Government has come to a sane
wav of thinking and has decided to spend
onlv £2.000,000 a year.”

Now the Treasurer is going to svend over
£4.000,000. and attempted to justify it after
the criticisims which were hurled at the
Denham Government on account of the
inereasing expenditure of loan money. Ie
said thev were getting sane, and I suppose
it the Denham Government had become sane
at that particular time we must argue that
the present Government are becoming insane
on acconnt of what they vropose to spend
during the present year. We know that, as
far as the Commonwealth is concerned. they
have got to face an enormous expenditure.

Mr. Tarlur]
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There has becn the most di
that has ever existed
as  a  consequence  of
the figures

rous drought
in this country, and
that drought when
come in for the Iincome tax
return and for quite a number of other
returns, the Government will find that the
1* stimates which we have been considering
during the present week will not be realised,
and that there will be a very much gxbater
shortage than they are inclined to anticipate.
We all know that, and we all know that, 50
far as the (o'mnonwedlth Gmunmcﬂt is
concerned, an immense amount of money
has to be raised in order to carry out its
obligz:tiom We know the immense amount
of money that has to be found in connection
with thoe gmtulty to soldiers, and no one
arumbles at that. Xveryone throughout the
Commonwealth recognises that if there is one
section of the community that deserves well
of the people of Australia it 1s the men who
went away and fought for us in France and
in other parts of the world. Having that
knowledge that this moner has to be raised,
it iz oul\ right and proper that the Treasurer
sheuid look 10mtd and see how it is possible,

without impairing efficiency and without
creating unemployment, to best spend the
money  received during the present year so

that the greatest good may result to our
country. certainly think that proper con-
.mmm(m has not been given in the Financial
Sratement to the 1)10bab111t1(‘ and possibili-
tws of the future. If we want to set the clock
back, we might as well go on a jamboree,
spending as hard as we possibly can.  Of
course, 1f the world had ended as was per-
dicted the other day, we would have got out
of our debts, but the world has not ended,
and we want to do all we can to develop the
Brate. The primary indastries have suffered
and are suffering because of the drought, and
if we had had a few more weeks of the
drought there would not have been very
many men left on the land. And in the light
of taxation the man on the land is not c¢on-
sidered so much as the man in the city.
The Government- tell us they are full of
that
vant to lift the burdens off bhim, but
ad of lifting the burdens off him they
are crushing him down w 1th taxation of one
form or :morher so that he hardly knows
\\hme he is, and at the end of the vear, when
he comes to make up his figures—if he has
got_any to make up--he finds he has been
working fifteen or sixteen hours a day for
the honml‘r of the people in the city. I
certainly think the man on the land should
have greater \onalderanon shown to him than
is shown to the man in the city. If the man
on the land has a taxable income of £600,
and a man in the city like myself or anyone
clse has a taxable income of £600, I contend
that the man in the country who has earned
that £600 has donc a ]ollv sight more for
Queensland than the man in the city. He
has helped to push it along. He has hclpo
to advance the State. He has paid more in
railwav freights and in other ways, and is
entitled to a greater consideration than he
gets. TInstead of that, we find that at every
turn he is being hdl“lS\Od and troubled by
inspeetors and by various forms of mxahon
which are not fair and which are not in the
hest interests of agriculture.

sympathy for the man on the land;
they

I would like now to refer to the appoint-
ment of a Lientenant-Governor, and I would
like to sav that the Government have created
what T think is & very dangerous precedent
indeed. which may or may not react on any
Government that may be in power in the

[Mr. Taylor.
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future If we are to continue to have
Governors, I prefer infinitely more the syster
which hs heen in existence in the past
rather than the one introduced within the

fast fortnight. I certainly think that it is in
the best interests of Qucensland that, so far
as possible, we should get a man free from
1n11[v bias, I do not say you will get a man
abs )l«m‘v free from par’“v bias. The man
who has no party feelings is a petty man.
He is not a man at all. Every man, in a
greater or lesser degree, must hdvq cortam
party views, but, so far as we possibly can,
we want to guard against party Governors
and party C‘o\‘m'mnont such as is likely to
result from the recent appointment that has
been made.

Mr. BUTLER (Loclkwer): T think that the
Financial Statement affords a splendid oppor
tunity for members to discuss a subject thas
otherwise would not be mentioned. and the

person responsible for the institu-

[8 p.m.] tion houl(‘ have the thanks of
all private members. The Finan-
cial Statement discloses the stability of the

ﬁnrlncm of Quecensland.  The Ican, which,
1‘nf0rtunutclf, a few people in Quecensland
would like to have seen a failure, I am
pleased to zay, was a greab success. It goes
to prove thai those comwlln‘" the money
markets of the world are of the opinion the:
we have a stable Government in Queensland.
GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Iear, hear!

Mr. BUTLER: Holding the opinions I
hold. I would like to add ’tha. 1 do not knox
whether it augurs as well, for the change in
the social system I would like to sce as
some might think. Many bkig problems face
us which. soonecr or later, will have to be
dealt with, and I think the present Govern-
ment are the (xovommeﬂt Who ought to deal
with them. I think one of the blggf “t ques-
tions is that of consowmg the water in
Queensland. (Hear, hear!) Ior years past,
right up to the present month at election
‘nmo we have spoken of the necessity for
tackling the question of water conservation,
and pouodlml vy we suffer from the dresd
effects of drought. I am of the opinion thaz
onlr a few realise what a really b%d droughs
means to the people on the land in Queens-
land, I know by reading, and also by
experience, that thls House 18 not the place
for too

Too ok ey
18450, 50 WO

A4
ntiment. %

Miticn 3
are to]d But I have witnessed sights in the
Lockver district during the last droughz.
which, had they been told to me, I would

have thought the person teng me was
exaggerating. 1 know men who have scldom
had any result for their lIabour. TFeed gives
out, the bank puts in a note about interes:
the storekeeper cannot continue his credit.
In some instances I know of the man goes
out of his farm with the words, ** To be soEu
s+ public auction” burning in his mind pic-
tures of the future. All this is due to the
criminal folly and incapacity of those who
could do something. I know that the
Governments of other days failed to tackle
this question. I know that the pm\en\.
Government’s system of statecraft does no
easily lend itself to big schemes of this Lm(x.
In spite of this, the present (Government
could do more than they have done.

A (GoveErRxMENT MEuBER: Where arc they
going to get the moncy from?

Mr. BUTLER: We get money for cvers-
thing else we want. We are able io
negotiate a £2,000,000 loan quite easily.

My, Fry: They said they could get more.
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Mr. BUTLER : I think we could get more.
Even if a big scheme involving many
millions could not be entered upon. why
should not the Government consider installing
irrigation plants to approved farmeys in
approved districts on long terms? Such a
scheme as this is, 1 think, one which should
commend itself to the S(‘(’lOLdTV for Agricul-
ture and to the Government. 1 think it
would well repay the Government, and would
be a wonderful benefit to the 1)001)10 of the
State. Nearly every other State in Australia
has tackled this question.

Mr. Coruins: Don’t forget the big Inker-
man irrigation scheme started by this
Government.

Mr. BUTLER : I would remind hon. mem-
bers that I am not forgetting anything the
tovernment have done, and say they intend
to do, but I have been in Queensland long
enough to have heard from publlc pldtfcrms,
and to have read in the Press, times without
number, what is going to be done in this
way: and I have lived here long enough to
have witnessed drought after drought, and
to know that up to the present nothing like
what should have been done has been done.
In my opinion, it is time we really got a
hurry on in this matter, and dld not allow
other matters which are of less importance
to take up the time they are taking up.

OrprosITioNn MEMBERS : Hear,

Mr. BUTLER: Regarding the railwa)
I would like to say 1 \\nh tu enter my pro-
test against certain of the increases which
I do not think are justifiable at this time.
My own r)u sonal opinion is that the cirecum-
stances rranted the Government showing
ancther wddxut if necessary. Regarvding the
profiteering question, duung the Federal
clection 1 said—and I meant it—that the
Federal Goverament fatled to do what might
have been done with the wonderful machine
at their disposal.  The people of Australia
have nof been protected against the profiteer.
I would like to see the me:or’t Government

hear!

use  the md(hu«(‘lv at their «isposal, and
attempt to do something. I would like to
know what the unicnists are doing at this
tim~. Why have we not big uprisings on

the part of the unionists against this increasad
taxation vhat has been pbcod upon them?
Why do not we have demonstrations from
the unioni who most of all arc feeling
the burden of the high prices? If nccessary,
I would liks to sce the Government leading
the demonstrations. Regarding State enter-
pr generally, criticism con be levelled at
the administration in  certain  divections.
Hard as it may be to believe, the membars

of the Government are human. Mistales
probably have been made.  What T would
like to say vers deliberately regarding State

enterpriscs is this: that the (xox elumcnt have
shown that they are genuine, that they meant
what they said w hen they plomlsod State

enterprises.  The unionist, in my opinion,
is not keeping as faithfully as he might

have done his part of
good deal of fault can be found with many
of those who are sapposed to hold State
enterprise principles, who are employed in
our Stat> enterprises. I believe in the control
of industry by the men employed in the
industey, and I think some of the State
enterprises would be a good ground for a
trial of such a scheme. But, unless unionists
are proparcd to accept the responsibilities
which authority brings—ecither the individual
or the union—I would strenuously oppose

the contract. A
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anv introduction of the idea. I wunt to say
thm up te the present I do not think union-
its have shown any desire to undertake the
responsibilities such a scheme would involve,

.md 1 think is time some of the union
Jeader« vecoguised that, although the Go-
vernment hd\(‘ a big res ponsﬂ)ll tv in State
mmpu es, unionis tb 0n~niovod in Htate enter-

priscs have an equal res nonsﬂm ity. Regard-
ing the Government soldiers’ se ‘}\“nulb I
have a little ajticism I would fike to offer

regarding the Beorburrum 8¢ Jattle-
ment.  The prosent state of a{fmrc at Beer-
burrum is such that, unless there i1s a drastic
change in the administration and the manage-
ment, the scheme cannot possibly be a success.
T have definite personal knowledge of that
of which T speak. A man goes up to Ecer-
burrumn.,  He alights at the station. He finds

@

his w to the office.  Iis papers are in
order., The gentleman in the office says,
“ Yes, Lot Na. 651 is vacant; you will find
it awar down the road. ¥ollow the blazed

trascl 1le spends a day in the bush, and
probably returns to the station and takes the
train to Caboolture, as a couple of young

fellows did a we
in Cabooltur
Anyway, they
decids they will

or two ago whom I met
without ﬁndmg Block 651,
find their block, and they
tackle making a living on
the land.  They are sent out ou to their
block, and they can go on thove, whether
thes have had experience or not, in their
own reet way. Thev do not get proper
supervision. They do not get the assistance
that they ought to get from those who started
the scheme.  Ther do not get the expert
opinion, tha expert adviee, 1‘1ghn on their

farms that they need; and, unless they get
this, the Beerburrum scheme must, in my
opinion, fail. A few other minor matters,
1 think, casily could be rectified which might
be mevtioned.  One is the of house

which is being built for those brave boys
(for whom npothing was too good when the\'
went to the front) on the soldiers’ settlement,
One of the last houses put up on the last
hut one block coming to Brishbans would
make quire a rvespectable fowlhouse.  The
housc is not level. The tank ¢ full of
water, and instantly mpnh‘d over. There
18 not a stump straight. You can put your
fingers through the cracks in the veranda
anywhere, and I should not be surprised at
all if vou could get a good view of the sky
from any angle 1n any of the rooms at any
time of tho niOh‘r or day. The reason of
this i= simply that the direct administration
is lacking in something. That house was
built and was paid for with money borrowed
by the solector. He has to pay it back. 1T
think we shoul d not fo this. This hous»
is not being given to him by some kindly
disposed person.  He will get a statement
which shows that he owes so much to some-
body for this house. What I would like to
soe at Beerburrum s a  greater personal
interest taken in the men. I would like to
sce more expert advice available for those

on the settloment. I believe if this were
done the men on the settlement would
respond.

Mr, Fuy: Tt is quite at they

cot it, otherwise there will be disaster.

Mr. BUTLER: I hope the Government
will do this. 1 hope they will consider a
scheme that I know would be favourable to
and would assist those settlers very much—
that is. undertaking to cash the war gratuity
bonds for all settlers. Every soldiers’ settle-
ment should be represented by one of its

Mr. Butler.]
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elected members on the land settlement com-
mittee, (Hear, hear!) I think they should
have a voice on the boards that decide very
largely their destinies. Regarding the
Federal elections, I just want to say again,
as, untortunately I had to say before, that
1 regret that a good many of the citizens in
Queensland were deprived of their votes
during the last Federal election. I hope,
now that peace has been ratified, that all
these things will be put right. I sat the
other day “and listened to the hon. member
for Logan telling this House why he left
the Labour party. I would like to say I
regret his loss to the party on personal
glounds but after hearing his explanation,
certainlvy not on political grounds. I con-
sider his criticism of the Government was
weak, and I fail to see why it could not
have been made by him as a member of
the Government. The idea, because a man
is a member of the Government and a mem-
ber of the Labour party, that he is bound
by some remarkably strong bond and must
not utter a word of criticism or put forth
one idea that does not agree with the party
leaders is all wrong. The idea that a man
who sits on this side of the Chamber is
bound hand and foot, as the hon. member
for Logan knows full well, is quite untrue.

Mr. WHIIFORD :  Absolutely.

Mr, BUTLER: I have spoken several
#imes in this House—and I thank the gods
that it has only been a few times—and I
have not delayed the business of this Cham-
ber since I have been here. Every time I
have spoken I have been freely allowed to
state my opinions on anything the Govern-
ment was doing or intended to do, and no
party leader has ever suggested to me what
I should say on any particular subject.
(Hear, hearl) Personally, 1 would not allow
any party leader to dictate to me as to what
T should say or how I should vote on any
particular question. In my opinion, the
membcrs on this side of the House are motre
free than members opposite. We enjoy more
frecdom than the hon. member for Logan
and his colleagugs on the other side of the
House. If we are bound, we are bound as
that great Ttalian patriot liked to be bound
—that others may be free.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS :

Hear, hear!

Mr. BUTLER: This leads me to say that
I have no word of abuse to offer to the hon.
member for Logan for taking the action he
has taken, but I want to say quite frankly
that I consider too much of our time has
been taken up in abuse when we should
have been advocating our platform. We
have not kept our objective as clearly as
we might have done before the people of
Queensland and Australia. We do stand for
a complete change of the present social
system. (Hear, hear!) We belicve as Ruskin
belicved, and because Ruskin loved the
beautiful, together with a passion for his
economics, peace to his soul! We believe
with Ruskin that the poor have no right
to the property of the rich, and ll}\"\\;%“
the rich have no right to thu nroperty (n
the poor. The bmt of everything that is
in this life, we kuow, is moxall; the pro-
perty of tho noor, chauso it is produced
by them. We do stand for those who
produce in enjoying to the full what they
produce. I think nothing is to be gained
by going out of owr way and abusmw the
Prime Minister of Australia or anyone else
when we might be explaining those thlngs
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for which we stand. I se¢ nothing unreason-
able in the belief that the present Govern-
ment might go on more quickly on the line of
reform than we have gone. I know of no reason
why the biggest scheme of reform should
not be attempted by the present Govern-
ment. We have witnessed wondexrful changes
during the last few years. We have seen
institutions shaken and razed to the ground.
Changes have come about all over the world
that no one ever anticipated. As the only
Labour Government in the British Empire,
I would like to see this Government attempt
bigger schemes of reform than so far they
have attempted. Personally, I am not per-
turbed by the result of the Federal elections.
(IHear, hear!) I do not think a defeat at
the polls means so much to the Labour
movement. Although this may not be the
place to say it, I want to say that a mere
defeat at the polls is neither here nor there
from the point of view of the Labour party.
Votes mean very little as compared with
the principles for which we stand. Although
we suffered a bit of a defeat at the polls
at the last Federal elections, I am sure it
has had no effect against the great onward
march of the Labour movement. I am sure
it has had no effect on the intellectual
march that is going on. 1 am optimist
enough to believe that, in spite of every-
fhng, we are slowly, very slowly, but surely
getting nearer to tlmt time when we shall
all be able to live in peace and harmony
under our own vine and fig tree.

Mr. BRENNAN (Zoowoomba): 1 did not,
intend to address the House on the Financial
Stmtemont but owing to the attacks that,
have been made by the Opposition, and the
statements with regard to the farmers gener-
ally in Queenaland at the present time, I
feel it my duty, as a representative of a
farming centre, and also of an industrial
centre, to say a few words. We heard the
members for Dalby, Burnett, Drayton, and:
Cunningham, and other members represent-
ing farming constltucnmes speaking of what
thov will do if they are returned to power'
again. We necd not ask them what they
will do. We have only got to take our
minds back to what their people did when
they were in power for fifty years,

Mr. GRAYSON:
tax.

Mr. BRENNAN : No, they did not impose
a land tax. In days gone by, you brought
immigrants out from the old country and
gave them land orders. Past (rovernments
'xppOlnted commissions to look into the
affairs of these people. The squatters had
large holdings, and some of their land was
resumed for selection purposes. The worst
of the land was given to the selector for
grazing purposes, The land was taken up
for the purpose for which it was selected.
The land on the Darling Downs was faken
up for grazing sheep, as it was stated that
the land there would not grow a cabbage.
I* was taken up for a few shillings an acre
up to about £1 an acre in places. When it
was found later on that it had another value,
and that it was fit for agricultural purposes,
who got the benefit? The squatter got the
benefit.  Let us take the Canning Downs
Estate, represented by the hon. member for
Cunningham. He knows that estate. He
knows that it was taken up at about £1
an acre. He knows that in 1903 or 1804 it
was subdivided into farms at from £3 to £5
an acre. There was no Agricultural Bank
then, but the farmers got terms from the

They did not impose aland
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vendors, and no sconer had they bought that
land than the National Mutual came along
and lent them from £5 to £6 an

acre on
that land. That showed that money was
plentiful and the security wae good. The

Quecensland National Bank afterwards lent
them as high as £8 to £10 an acre on the
land. The result to-day is that the farmers
who purchased that land, and were induced ta
borrow money from the bank, are in stressful
«circumstances, because the banks get their
pound of flesh all the way through., If these
farmers had taken un the land under the
perpetual lease conditions, they would be
better off to-day. If you take any of the
farmers between Warwick and Killarney to-
day, you will see that most of them are poor,
notwithstanding that they got this land, all
good land, situated on the Condamine Valley:
but the whole system of land selection was
wrong as it was carrvied out by capitalistic
influence, They would not give the small
man a fair deal. The small man always
got the worst of the land, and by the time
he was ‘able to pay for it the undertakers
were moving him out of his house feet first.
The farmers are being told that the Labour
(vovernment is no good to them, but under
Labour administration they are getting
better prices, notwithstanding that we have
gone through one of the severest droughts
ever experienced in Australia.

Mr. GRAYSON interjected.

Mr. BRENNAN: The farmers carried
their own barbed wire and fencing, and cut
their corn, which they sold to middlemen, like
the hon. member for Cunningham. The hon.
member did so well out of the farmers, by
giving them a low price for their produce,
that he was able to retire, 'That was the way
of the middleman. He was able to retire
and come into Parliament, and cry out
about the poor, unfortunate farmenr.

Mr. Graysox: I have been a farmer all
my life.

Mr. BRENNAN: You farmed the farmer.
I would like to read an extract from the
“ Daily Mail”’ of the 25th August, 1919, in
veference to the elimination of the middle-
man. It reads as follows:—

“ MIDDLEMEN ELIMINATED.
‘“ AMERICAN FARMERS SAVE.

“While so many experiments in radi
cal socialism are stampeding Europe, the
farmers of North Dakota, America’s
great grain State, are taking the bit in
their teeth, too, and are galloping off
to pastures of public ownership amid the
startled surprise of the rest of the Repub-

lic (states J. W, T. Mason, the New
York correspondent of ¢ The Daily
Fxpress ’).

“Four wvears ago North Dakota

demanded that the Legislature build a
State-owned terminal grain elevator for
the purpose of breaking the grip of the
outside distributors and middlemen. The
Legislature, in obedience to the old-
time political machines, sat still and did

nothing. IFarmers had always done as
they were told in the past; why mot
now ?

“ But, somehow, the war fever got into
the people of North Dakota. Also, there
was a man in the State named Arthur
C. Townley. This person, hitherto incon-
apleuous and unknown, suddenly
developed traits of spontaneous leader-
ship. He organised what is known as the
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¢ Non-partisan League.’ He rallied the
farmers to the league, and Arthur C.
Townley and the Non-partisan League
are now the dictators of North Dakota.

“TrULY RURAL.

“ North Dakota has a total population
of about 600,000. The State has no manu-
facturing industries. It is wholly rural,
with scattered villages, none having a

.~ population exceeding 20,000.”

It shows that in America they have got some
better system for the benefit of the farmer
than we have got herc. When the Denham
Government were in power there were com-
plaints by members about the way the
farmers were treated by the middiemen,
but nothing was done until a Labour Govern-
ment were returned. The Labour
Government established ‘the State Produce
Agency, so that the farmers could get any
benefit from it if there were any benefits
to obtain. (Opposition laughter.)

Mr. S1zer: There is no benefit.

Mr. BRENNAN: Why is that? Because
some members of the Opposition go down to
the Roma street markets and operate against
the State Agency. When there is any
farmers’ produce offered by the State Pro-
duce Agency there is no bid, and the follow-
ing day the farmer has to let it go because
he cannot afford to hold it and pay demur-
rage. We Lknow from the operations at
Roma street from week to week that the
middlemen have a ring, and they work con-
sistently to prevent the success of the State
Produce Agency.

Mr. Moogre: That’s nonsense.

Mr. BRENNAN: It is not nonsensc. We
hear all about what this Government has not

done for the farmer. But you must remem-
ber that certain Bills have been passed by

this Government. For instance, there 1is
the Co-operative Agricultural Production

Bill. This is a Bill framed by
[8.30 p.m.] this party and was brought

about by the conduct of the wheat
pool in the Federal Government. We bene-
fited by that knowledge and introduced this
Bill to enable farmers to manage and control
all their produce for the future. The Opposi-
tion raised all the obstacles and objections
they possibly could for the purpose of pre-
venting that Bill going through, knowing
that the farmers would take out of the hands
of the middlemen the administration of their
affairs. We have made it possible for the
farmers to handle their produce in their own
wayv as a co-operative concern. Then there
is the Advances to Farmers and Settlers Bill,
by which we have put machinery on the
statute-book which will be a great relief to
farmers. And yet we hear it repeatedly
said on the other side that we have done
nothing for the farmers! Now that the
drought is broken, I am sure that the Minister
will do as he did last year—purchase the
sced wheat and distribute it to the farmers.
notwithstanding the fact that there is so
much money owing by the farmers to this
and past Governments for similar assistance
in times of disastrous drought. Represen-
tations have been made to the Minister. and
T am sure that he will extand sympathy in
that matter. )
We also find the Opposition laying great
stress upon the condition of our railways.
Recently I had occasion to visit the Southern

Mr. Brennan.)
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States, and I have no hesitation in saying
that the rolling-stock of New South Wales,
Vietoria, and South Australia is in a shock-
ing condition. and is not being attended to.
We  have not neglected our rolling-stock
hers. What we have got is in a far better
condition than v in Australia, and that
zhiould be appreciated by hon. members on
rhe  other side.  The hon. member for
Marvanoa referred to machinery which is out
of date in the Roma district. In that con-
neetion, L am very pleased that the Govern-
ment hes consentod to the establishment of
a workshop at Teowoomba. The shifting of
the cngine-shed would cntail an expenditure
of romething like £300,000, and would also
enteil the erection of a workshop with modern
chine When 1t 1s erected T trust that
the Roma and Warwick work will be done in
Toowoombit, which is in a good, central

sition, and it would e more economic than
- duplicate machinery, ete.

Fry: Following that line of argu-
ment it would be cheaper to do it in
Ipswich,

Ar. BRENNAN: No. because 100 miles
would bhe saved by doing it in Toowoomba,
and Ipswich has more than it can do at
[rresent.

ZIr. Guxy: Why not do it in Charleville?
INNAN: The haulage would be
very expensive. I am therefore very pleased
that the Government have consented to the
crection of works at Willowburn, I am also
very pleased to kunow that we shall soon have
the benefit of a State butcher’s shop in Too-
weoomba, which 1s very necessary. [ am notf
oue of those who, during the drought and
e awkward position which has arisen
through the finances of the Federal Govern-
ment and the contract made with them during
the war, re to harass our administration
of the cattle stations. Knowing the hard-
ships that have existed during the last three
vears—drought and other troubles—we have
performed wonderful things for the people
of  Queensland-—things  which prove that
Queensland has been under very capable
administration. (Hear, hear!) Evidence of
that is shown bv the recent loan. Yet we
find the hon. member for Dalby going to
New Scuth Wales and North Quecnsland
decrying the State of Queensland. That is
a great pity.  If criticism on the Financial
Statement 1s right; we can have it here, but
it is a great pity to find him going to New
South Wales telling untiuths and trying to
prevent people from coming to Queensland.

Mr. Vowrwrs: Telling truths. Read the
Auditor-General’s report.

3r. BRENNAN: They were told down
Scouth that we were starving up here; that
we could not get feed. (Opposition inter-
ruption.) They were told we have meted
out bad trecatment tfo vreturned soldiers.
There was  a  statement made at Tam-
worth

A OrrositioNn MeMBER: Who by ?

My, BRENI I am talking about a
staternent made by returned soldiers. The
retained soldiers there were actually put on
« holding called Bedford Holding, owned by
#«  very wealthy squatter. He kept the
fucerne and tobacco land for himself and
put soldiers upon the ridges, where they
vere almost starving., They were borrowing
at from the hotels in Tamworth because

{Mr. Brennan.
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they could not afford to buy butter, and thi
et was even going to prosecute if thex
fished in the creck at Bedford Holding, I
invited the Victorian soldiers to come and
inspect our Stanthorpe land to see the condi-
tions under which our soldiers were settled.

An OvrpesiTiox MEMBER inferjected.
Mr. BRENNAN: I have been at Beer-

burrum, and have scen the pineapples grow-
ing there. I have heard the hon. member
for Lockyer, and I say that a case of that
kind should be investigated. We must some-
times expect to hear complaints like that
brought about by onc or two bad acts in the
administration; but in the main the Govern-
nient hes done more in the interests of the
settlement of returned soldiers and people
on the land than any Government in Aus-
tralia. and that has been admitted by hon.
members opposite.  Yet we find some of them
going vound abusing the Government. Those
are matters which I think are very unfair.
Then w hear that this Government 1is
insolvent. In 1914 the deposits in the Savings
Bank were £24,224,483: 1n 1919, £36,824,948.
An insolvent estate with people saving up
millions !

M. S1zer: You know what that means.

Mr. BRE AN: It means saving—
accumulated wealth produced by the action
of the Government. When you find a condi-
tion Jike that, it is the answer to deliberate
falsehoods told by the Opposition.

An OrposiTioN MEMBER: You are grasping
at a straw.

Mr. BRENNAN: You know you canncé
deny it, however we may grasp at a straw.
I have been through the North Coast land
and seen the progress of the settlement theve.
As a result of the Government erecting &
cannery, land which was worth £3 an acre
immediately went up to £12 and £15 an acre.

Then we hear of unemployment, and the
hon. member for Dalby reading a good deal
about Toowoomba. Unfortunately, we have
unemploviment there: theve are men who are
prepared and anxious to work, but they bave
not approached me on any occasion in dele-
gation looking for work. When individuale
have come to me, I have looked after their
interests.  But while on the Federal cam-
paign, a deputation was led about the streets
by a man named Hislop. who was beaten
for the plebiscite for the Federaltcampaign.
He said that because he was beaten he had
no time to assist the successful candidate,
but he organised this unemployment trouble,
assisted by the Chamber of Commerce—one
of the capitalistic concerns of Queensland—
and the hon. member for Kast Toowoomba,
who would take no active part in assisting
the unemployed, but who got inio his back
vard and took out a paling to listen to the
report, and promptly sent a wire

Mr, 3oore: What about Lonsdale?

Mr. BRENNAN: Those were the people
who organised and sooled on the affair, to
prevent £400,000 being spent in Toowoomba.
The city council at Toowoomba could easily
have absorbed twenty men, but they sould
not do it. It was before a Federal clection,
and they saw the means of making political
capital out of it. Whilst I was away last
week another deputation of unemployed wag
walking around the streets again. When I
got back I ascertained that Hislop was agan
fomenting trouble. I have seen the Premies
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t-dav. who has assured me that if the city
council will meet its obligatory hu in the
construction of a bridge he will consider
favourably the Government’s shave. (¥ear,
hear!) I think very good consideration
‘has been extended by the Government to the

unemploved.  We find this man Heslon. who
atd wis a blackleg and a ssab, selling fish
o the workers at 9d. and 10d., and when I

found it out, I forced the price dovn to 45d.
He igm—

An OprosItioN MEMBER interjected.
Mr, BRENNAN: Ves. We have them in

our midst; we do not deny it—ther try to
defeat the objects and good intentions of
this Government, We know very well where
they come from, and we know why th@v g0
that way. What about the cfforts put in by
me in dttendmg this House from day to day
and assisting in the welfare of iy clectorate”
And then the hon, membsr for Dalby comes
along and tells the Iouse I have left
Toowoomba. That is a very unfair state-
ment.

Vowtres: I read it out of a rcport.

Mr. BRENNAN: You read it out of a
paper which is a political opponent of mine.
If I made all the personal statements about
vou that we hear, you would not like it. I
uoheva in criticising a man as a politician
in this Chamber, but I leave personal state-
ments alone while I am herve,

An OppostTION MEMBER interjected.

Mr. BRENNAN: It is all true—any man
who retires from the farming communlty
who has been dealing in farmers’ produce
in his business must have retired on the
farmer.

Ar. GrAvsow
of the House.

Mr. BRENNAN: I do not know aboub
being dirty. I say that if any man who
retires from the farming community, having
been dealing in farmers’ produce in his busi-
1ness, niust h we retired on the farmer. And
set you come along here and talk about
the poor, unfortunate farmer ! We are spend-
inv our millions of money—we have got to
Lorrow-—and the profiteer is getring 1t the
whole time. I say it is very unfair for our
opponents to be making these statements.

At fiftecen minutes to 9 o’clock p.m.,

You are the dirty scavenger

Mr. ROBERTS, one of the i‘unnoml\ Chair-
men, relieved the Chairman in the chair.
Mr. WALKER (Cnoroord): I have been

particularly pleased while listening to this
debate to learn that we have got such a
very mild lot of gentlemen opposite to what
we had somce three or four years ago. It is
particularly pleasing also to knew the awful
pmition with regard to the hon. member for
Lockyer. A fow vears ago he came out with
a most rabid statement in regard to what
the Government were going to do, but now
that he is a landowner we find hls views
have altered to such an extent that he may
be termed a mild member, and after the
next election takes place he will be a sup-
porter of everything we say in regard to
land settlements in the farmers’ interests.
We also heard the hon. mewmber who has
just resumed his seat state that we should
leave personal matters out of debate. That
is what we all like to see. but it is very

egrettable to find that he startad his :pooch
mth a very unfair insinuation in connection
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matter
some  paper

with the hon. member for Cunningham,
then, because some little trifling
which had been quoted from
hurt his feelings, he umnodmtch rode a
higher horse and said, ‘ Do not be pehonal;
leave all these thmns on one side.”” Tt is

a true, old saying that people living in
< houses should not throw stones. Right
thl(,ut*hout this debate the temper of the

Home has been particularly good, and the
Opposition have taken into consideration
the altered conditions with regard to what
»\o have sufferad in Quoousland during the
last twelve months. We | \no» perfectly weil
that we have had a very dry time. TFipst
of all there was a drought. d.Z‘ld then we had
excessive ralns which caused an enornous
loss of stock, particulars of which T will give
later on. We recognise that the Financial
yment 1s a master of the utmost import-
; but, unfortunately, we scemn to have
drifted into what onc might call an Address
in Reply debate. It must astound those who

have any love for their country to learn
that we have got into such a state of

indebtedness. The debt has been irereasing
for four or five ve and it is very hard to
see where we are going to stop or when it
is going to stop if the present Administ
tIOH eop in power.  Loan money has bwn
pent lavishly, and T do not think we are
g(\ftinﬂ' the return which we have a right to

expect. In the old days it was said by the
party in power at the present time that we
should only borrow money for reproductive
work: but at the preseht time money is
being borrowed to make up deficits, “and
loan money is spent in such a way az to

deserve the censure of all those who have
the true interests of Queensland at heart.
It is a great pity, indeed. that the money-
lenders at home could not come out here and
get reports of the exact way in which the
money is heing spent. Only recently, in my
own dl“ﬂl(‘t a little bit of railway work
was carried ouf, and 1t consisted in flling
up the approaches to a bridge. The shire
councit timated that the work could be
done for £200, and offered to do it at that
price, bui the Government would not accept
their offer and went on with the work. It
eventually cost a little over £900, and the
other day it wasz washed away, showing that
it wes not good, substantial work. The
same thing appllm to many other works to-
day, and for the same reason: that is,
because the Government and its officers have
no control over those who are doing the
work.

o

A CGoverxwexT MeMBER: Didn’t you have

a flood there the other day?

Mr. WALKER: We did not have a flood.
We only had a rise in the river. T notice
that the revenue last vear was £9,415,543,
and the expenditurc a little more, leavmrr a
deficit of £171,988. That, added to the other
deficit, has made the position look particu-
larly awkward for Queensland, and although
the taxation was increased to a great extent
we do not secem  able to overcome  the
expenditure.  The Treasurer, T believe.
honestly tried to make both ends meet, but
the unforesecn expenditure was so much that
he was a long way out at the end of the year,
Even last year we find that the railways and
the land were responsible for our @mf
losses. Land seftlement from an agricultural
point of view is nothing like it was in 1914
when we had double the amount of small
areas taken up. That was genuine closer

Mr. Walker.]
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settlement. Then we find that our railways

are belng run at a greater loss every year,
and wherever you go you see aln enormous
number of men who do not seem to be
playing the game nor doing a f thing,
more pdxtlc.ﬂallv in the bl" centres; and
i believe that is responsible for the cnormous
loss on our rallways and the enormous
deficits  which are recurring every wear.
These mutters want to be gone into b§ a
strong man, or a Commission appointed, and
their lindings should be followed out mm their
entirety. ‘Phis state of affairs has been going
on to such an extent that it would create
an enormous hardship if a firm foot were
put down at once, but it would be in the
interests of Queensland if these things were
gradually rvectified so that we could  sce
that our railway service was carried out
i a decent manner. We know the privi-
leges huve not been increased in any way,
but that fares and freights have gone up to
try and overcome the increased expenditure,
but to-day we are in exactly the sane posi

tion that we were in four years ago. V\e
are still running the Ldllwavs at an enormous
lOSH When is it going to stop? I notice

also that taxation has inercased very much,
more particularly the land taxation. One
thing in the Financial Statement which I do
not quite understand is in regard to the lund
taxation. It states that the land tax
recelv ed last year amounted to £578,000, and
that the heasurer expects in the coming
vear to receive £445000. I take it that the
same rate will applv In fact, I know that
the same rate will apply, and how the short-
ago is accounted for I cannot quite under-
stand.  All I know is that during last vear,
although we had a particularly dry time,
the. land sssc ssinents have gone up some-
thmw like 300 per cent. This may be news
to the House, because I hardly think it has
got out yet. T know that in the Marv Valley
district the farmors have good land. They
have the pick of the land, and the hon. mem-
ber who has just rcsumed his seat was not
corveet when he said that the farmers got the
bad land, They have the best of the land
there, and the shire vahmtlon roughly speak-
ing, is £2 an acre, and no land is worth more
than that in any district no matter how good
it 3s. If you add the immense amount of
labour which the farmer has to put on his
farm, and values that labour on union con-
ditions and union pay, I venture to say that
an unimproved value hardly exists at all if
vou take the selling price into consideration.
During the last twelve months the Govern-
ment have had a gentleman going round
revaluing the land. I know a place where
one man owns 120 acres of land, and he
never paid any land tax at all until last
vear, as he came under the £300 exemption.
His land was valued approximately at £2
an acre. The present Government have
increased the valuation to £950. That man
certainly has the right of appeal, but how

can one man fight the Government? TFirst
of all he would run all the risks, and
secondly he would sooner pav even if he

has to borrow the money; and I can assure
veu that in many cases the only possible
income was_the amount received from the
hides recently sold. In my opinion the land
tax for the coming vear will greatly exceed
the Treasurer’s e\pectatlons if this revaluing
has gone on all over Queensland. It is not
fair, and I would like to see the law altered
to give the farmer protection: and if the
Government say the unimproved value is £7
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an acre, as in this case, the farmer should:
have the right to add his illll)lO\'CIIlCl’t~ o
and compol “the Government to take it over

On the other side the Governnent have the
right to take over the land if the farmer's
unnnplovod value 1s not a fair one. I
would also like to refer to the direct taxa-
tion, which has increased since 1914-15 to a
little over £2,000.000 per annum. 7That gives
one some little idea us to what the people
are suffering at the present time. The
opposite is' that the burden is being placc
on the shoulders of those best able to bear
it; but theve are hundreds of farmers along
the Mary River—what we call common agri-
cultural fx work ten or twelve
hours a day with their wives and families
in order to make a living, who come under
the present land tax, but when this land tax
was initiated by the present Government we
were distinetly told thd*’ they would not tax
the farmer. T would also like to point our
that the farmer has gone through a particu-
larly bad time, and that naturally affects
the Government, too: and, therefore, all
criticism ought to be fair. Look at the time
they have had during the last twelve months
We bhave not got over last year’s drought
altogether, as the rain came too late to put
us on our feet, and the result is that the
stock have mnot come In this year; and.
unfortunately, water gave out along the
coastal areas and danv'ng has gone down
to such an etxent on account of the drough:
again attscking us, and the cows having to
be turned out or the calves killed to save

1

their mothers’ lives, that some butter fac-
torfes have only made as much as a box
and a half of butter a day.

Mr. WHITFORD: You can’t blame the
Government for that.

Mr. WALKER: I am asking for fair treat-
ment for the farmer. I know that hon.
members on that side do not know these

things. and I want to ecase the taxation.
That is why I am explaining the horrible
position the farmers are in at the present
time.

Mr. Cownixs: Quote page 16 of the
Treasurer’'s Statement dealing with the land
tax.

Mr. WALKER:
follows :—

*Land Tax.—After allowing for the
retrospective tax of last year a slight
dxmmutwn of this revenue 1s anticipated,
due principally to the subdivision of some
of the larger estates. It is proposed io
lighten the burden of this tax upon the
small farmers by reducing the rates
materially on grazing and agricultural
Jands of an unimproved taxable vaﬁze
not exceeding £750. This will result in a
further diminution of revenue to the
extent of £5.000 or more.”

I have distinctly pointed out that although
that exempiion is ‘promised in the Fmanmal
Statement  the Government are simply
increasing the land values, and we have no
hope of fighting the Government,.

Mr. WHITFORD : Don’t your local authori-
ties value the land?

My, WALKER: The local authorities put
on an unimproved value of £2 an acre, but
the Government would not accept that. They
override the shire council’s valuation, and
have put on a man who has been in the
city all his life, and the only land that man

The Statement reads as



Ways and Means.

ever owned was when hv speculated, as a
public servant, in a miner’s homestcad near
Gympie. Now we have this man golng

round valuing our land, and we have no hopc
of redress at all.

The SECRETARY FOR 1PUBLIC Ln\m How
did he get on with the miner’s homesteud?
Protty \wll, didn’t he?

Mr., WALKER: I think he did.
The SeCRETARY FOR PuBLic LaNbps:
must have some knowledge of land.

Mr. WALXER: The hon. member for
Gympie knows this gentleman as well as I
«o, and he knows perfecily well that he took
up ¥ miner’s homestead on the other side
of the Mary River, land which was practi-
cally unknown to the ordinary man, but he
had inside information and he so]d out at the
first opportunity, and the result is that we
have to suffer at the present time, We wang
some redress. If we can get redress in the
form of reducad taxation by a Commission,
I am prepared to accept the report of the
Works Commission on_ unimproved values
in the country, because I know we would get
a squave deal, as most of the members are
practical men. I was referring to the losses

of the drought. It is rather

{9 p.m.] astounding to know what people

have gone through. Later on,
I propose to give a few tables recently com-
piled to give some idea of our losss: In that
dhtuc‘ I take it that they apply all over
Queensland, but the notice has heen too
short to get a complete return. Before
speaking on that, I would like to refer to
the loan expendwme which has been going
on for some considerable time. I understand
that something like £4,000,000 of loan money
will have to be \spcnt this year, the chief
object being to keep the unemplovcd problem
away from the eyes of the Government. We
know that in fimes of stress we should
increase our loan policy, but we can overdo
it. and the present Government have been
responsible to a great extent for reducing
production and keeping capital away out of
Queensland.
The SECRETsRY FOR PUBLIC LANDS dissented.

Mr., WALKER: Take the production
returns, take the railway returns. The
Commissioner dis tinctly emphasised the point
that production has gone down, and it has
Leen responsible for a certain amount of loss
on the railways.

The SECRETARY rFOR PusLic LANDS:
has been the cause of the
production ?

Mr. WALKER: There is no encouragement
for a man to put his money in anywhere.

The SECRRTARY FOR Pumric Lanps: Don’t
vou know we have had five years of drought?

Mr. WALKER: Everything I am quoting
to-night is from the hon. gentleman’s own
officers, so I cannot be wrong. I say that as
far as the loan money is concerned we want
to be careful with regard to expenditure, as
we can only borrow a certain amount for
reproductive works. In other words, you
have to take population and land settlement
into all your schemes, otherwise it is going
to be a greater drag on Queensland, and a
i These things

Then he

What

diminution in

heavier burden on posteritv.
ought to be gone into soundly; it is no use
rushing into them. If hon. gentlemen want
to cconomise, they should kno(‘k off all those
motor-cars which are running around joy
riding, get rid of a lot of these railway men
who seem tosbe falling over one another, do
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away with a lot of these expensive trips to
the old country of which we have had too
many. We had the Minister for Railways’
expensive trip {(running into about £1,800)
to the old country. I am only speaking of
his own personal expenses, I am not talking
of there who were with him. Shortly dftOI‘~
wards he was talking about entering Federal
politics.  That is not playing the game. If
we are going to send men away to learn
a trade, fhey hd.VP a right to stop in the
service for a numnex of years. Then, we
have the Premier gomv on another expensive
trip. We had Mr. Ryan going on two trips,
one of which, I behm‘p was pd]d for by the
peanle who engaged him.

The SEcRETARY FOrR PusLic Laxps: The
trips of the Premiecr have been very profitable
to Queensland.

Afr. WALKER: We have sent Mr. Hunter
home. What have we sent him home for
if he cannot arrange loans for Queensland?
Surely he has as much intelligence as the
next man! I think he is an able man,
cspecially as far as finance is concerned
Would it not be far better to see all this
moncey which is spent on guzzies saved? I
did not attend them, as I did not consider
the condition of the country warranted their
being held.

The Secrerary For Pusric Laxps: If you
had attended them you would easily have
known they were nol guzzles.

Mr. WALKER: All these arve small items,
but if you add them up they become a blg
matter. It is far better to economise in
the true sense of the word. It would be far
better to give some men work on reproduc-
tive X\mk, if it is at all possible to get it
in the district. I would also like to point
out that the interest on the public debt is
£2,692,000 per annum. Is that not an enor-
mous sum of money for us to pay annually
for money of which we have had good use
up to the present time? We find that this
loan madness is going on to such an extent
that it is hard to say what posterity will
have to compete with in the next twenty
or thirty years.

Mr. WurtrForD : On principle, why did you
receive the extra £2007

Mr. WALKER: 1 did not believe in the
£200 being passed.

Mr. Warrrorp : You accepted it, though!

Mr. WALKER: Of course, I did, because
I recognise I am doing twice the work the
hon. member is doing. (Laughter.) 1 was
speaking with regard to the losses of dairy
stock. During the last four or five months
I have becn down on the coast with my own
cattle trying to co-operate with others with
regard to gettlng water and the dipping and
saving of stock. We have had no end of
trouble there, and in many cases it has been
the man who could fight the most, who knew
the most bushcraft, who got on the best.
But other people got on fairly well by
attending to their cattle and seeing them
regularly watered. It is truly astounding
to see the number of stock which have died
there. Of course, a lot has been the fault
of the men not looking after their cattle,
but, generally speaking, it was the effect of
the drought. I have had a table prepared
on account of the heavy rain which fell on
the 6th of this month, knowing the effect it
would have on poor cattle of fifty-one sup-
pliers in the Cooroy district, which is known

Mr. Walker.]
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to most people. They lost 839 head of milk-
ing stock, and 315 died in one night. That
gives some idca of the loss of cattle over
the whole of that great North Coast line
between Brisbane and Maryborough., Take
the Maleny district, in respect of which it
was reported in g Brisbane paper that 300
had died in one night. Perfectly truc; but
we find, through ,mvincr received a little
mmnnamoa from the local factory, that the
total number was €71 deaths. ‘That glves
some idea of what dairymen have to con-
tend with. If you strike an average, roughly
speaking, at £12 or £15 per hesd, vou wiil
clearly see it is going to take many years
before these men are going to overcome their
present financial troubles.  Probably they
will never do it in their lives and get up
to the standard of breeding they have bred

to for many years past. That gnei some
idea of the conditions preveiling in the
country. One very large factory made only

a box and a-half of butter a day, dlctlncﬂy
showing they have had a particularly heavy
time. In addition to that, we have had to
buy an cnormous amount of fodder at a
most expensive price. 1 would like to say
that right through the whole of our troubles
the Government have not come forward to
help us in any way at all

The SeCRETARY roR Pusnic Laxps: What
nonsense, We allowed you to run your stock
free on Crown land all along fhe North
Coast.

Mr. WALKER: I paid £5 agistment, and
I have been down with my men for the last
three or four months. Vet the hon. gentle-
man says L have been there free. That
applies to the whole of us. It has been most
expensive to all of us. We have to live
with our cattle under rotten conditions—
mosquitoes, sandfiies, and all that sort of
thing out in the country. The night we
had 11 inches of rain any amount of men
were right along the Noosa district between
Double Island  Point and the Maroochy
River sleeping with their cattle.

Mr. WHIrFORD : Do you expect the Govern-

ment to do away with mosquitces? (Laugh-
ter.)
Mr. WALKER: What I really do expect

is that the Government should get in touch
with those who have fodder, to give us first-
class information, and help us on a large
scale, becausc we as a co-operative institu-
tion could not charter ships. The Downs
Company did it with regard to their pig
supply, but they had to co-operate with
private enterprise to fill up a ship. We
could not do it, although we_ attempted to
do it. The farmers in our district turned
us down because the venture was too big,
and the loss would settle the whole factory.

Mr. Courns: Did you approach the
Government ?

Mr. WALKER: We approached the
Government at the last moment. But the
Government should have coms fervard and

tried to organise the thing. They have their
experts all over the place. They leave the
whole of it to the farmers. That has been
our trouble; we have had no help. I will
say that the Acting Premier (Mr. Fihelly)
did send a wire during the Federal elections
for a boat, but it could not be arranged ab
that particular time. Since then, through
the Government, we had a consignment
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loaded last week of 90 tons for my own
factory, and I think 400 or 500 tons for the
whole of the factories in Queensland. But
owing to the shipping strike it will not
arrive here until Friday or Saturday.

Mr. CoLnixns: We are not responsible for
the shipping strike.

Mr. WALKER: The very doctrines hon.
nmiciabers have been preaching here for the
last fiva vears have been responsible for all

our st , in my opinion. If they would
only  duo vith these matters with a firm
hand, and when they get on the tin box tell
every man who Is a staunch unionist, and

Lelie\o in arbitration, to stlck to his guns
and be a man of his word, we would have
less strikes.

My, WHITFORD :
Government settle
the power.

Mr. WALKER : These are all State affairs
Hon, geatlemen who have always  talkes
arbitration in this J:louse have always sup-

Why
the

don’t the TFederal
strikes 7 They have

mn.exl the striker, who would never adhers
to the desision of a judge appointed by
themseives. 1 was talking about lucerne

chafl which ccets £26 a ton.

At the present
time we ave f

«d with a heavy loss, and it
may be months before we get over it. We
will have to do a5 the Government did with
regard to thelr State Produce Agency—specu-
late a little. In addition to that, we have
had increassd fares and freights. We have
had also an increased amount for a dingo
tax imposed on us during the past year, and
a hoavier shire taxation to meet the expendi-
ture on rough reads, ete. The Government
have not helped us at all up to the present
time.

I would also like to refer to the question
of soldiers’ settlament, which was brought
up here to-night, and to speak with roward
to the delay with applications. I remember
a motion moved by the hon. member for
Burnett when we had an adjournment of
the House one afternoon. It secms to have
done no good at all, because I have now three
applications, soure of which have been going
on for some considerable time. I went into
the bank the other day, and they said they
would send the mortgage up to-morrow.
That could have been sent weeks before.
They sent it after I called in to investigate.
If the bank is understaffed, transfer some
of the men out of the Imih\ ay_ Department,
and see that the work is done in the way it
has a right to be done. I believe thp inspec-
tors have been heavily worked, and in the
Gympie district they have done wonderful
work, when you take into consideration the
roughness of the country. 1 would also like
to 10fu‘ to the buildir, of Anzac cottages.
I understand that the Govornment will not
allow an Anzac cottage to be built on a
miner’s homesicad at the present time.

The Skcrersary For Pusric Lawbps: Don’d
confuse things. The Government have noth-
ing to do with Anzac cottages. I am the
chairman of the Anzac Cottage Committee,
and it has nothing to do with the Govern-
ment at all.

Mr., WALKER: All I can say is that the
commiftce will not allow an Anzac cottage
to be built on a miner’s homestead.

The SpcRETARY FOR Puptic LaxDS: That is

" not irue.
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Mr. WALKER: All T can say is, I inter-
viewed the hon. gentleman in conjunction
with the how. member for Gympie, and up
to the present time I have received no reply.

The SECRETARY For Pusnic Laxps: All I

want is a transfer of the land so that I can
band it over to the Public Curator.

Mr, WALKER: lnc hon. gentleman has
pglected his duty as \Inustm in not giving
an ordinary member tlw common Ooulto sy of
a reply. So he can see that my ignorance
was duc to his own carelessness. I have been
waiting for this reply for three months. There
iz a lady at Gympie waiting for this cottage,
and up to the present time she is in the same
position as my3elf—ignorant of the law. If
the Minister is prepared to say that if the
land is transferred to him and handed over
to the Public Curator the matter will be
iixed up, that gets over the whole difficulty.
That is

all T woant. I would like also to
speak with regard to the question of dis-

tribution. Up to the present the Government
have never grappled with that big question,
the distribution of everything we consume.
It applies to the whole of Australia. It goes
back ever sinee Australia  was  Australia.
We have never improved on the present
method.  We seem to be crossfiring all the
time. The question of i ribution would
(‘Leap(‘n the cost of living by 20 per cent.
Take the Stats butchers’ shops We are run-
ning them on fairly cconomic lines. The
shops get the beef for 35d., and the distribu-
tion costs 100 per cent., distinetly showing
that there 1s something wrong with our dis-
tribution  of foodstuffs. The same thing
applics to everything we use in Australia.
I would like to see the Government grapple
with that question. I think we should be
Toyal to all our own products. BEveryone
should make up their minds that they will
not -use any alt‘C](* of food or clothing unless
it is produced in Australia. Stranoe to say,
we seem to distrust our own stuff, and alwms
go it for imported stuff. We should have
more lofty ideals, and say that rather than
use anything made in another country we
would sooner do without it. More particu-

farly we should stick to everything made in
Australia.

Mr. CoLrLins: You like imported Governors.

Mr. WALKER: I would like the present
Government to try and bring about a better
understanding between  the employers and
employecs. At present, they arve grappling
ai one another’s throats, and they Lardly
take any notice of each other in the street.
At present, the employeces look on every high
official as an employer. and thlllgs are not
what thev should be. We should try to get
back to that beautiful period which existed
a few years ago.

Mr. WHITFORD :
identical.

Mr. WALKER: We want to get back to
the period that existed a few years ago with
the same feelings between employers and
employees, and that will help us in all our
troubles. That is the only way to help to
develop this great State, and put it on a
better footing, so that we can compete
with any other country. It is terrible to see
the ili-feeling that exists between the
employers and employees. Take any politi-
cal meeting. and you will see the ill-feeling
that exists there. One side is just as bad as
another. That should not be, as it has a
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tendency to bring down Australia and

degrade the whole of us. Many promises
were made by the present Government, but

they have not played the game. Take the
land question, for instance: the number of
agricultural farms taken up uuder the per-

petual lease svstem is not half what it was
four or five years ago. Land is dearer to-day
than e it was. Although we have just
gone through a scvere drought, good land
15 scarcer to-day than ever 1t was. If you
worls out the perpetual lease system. you will
find that it is not cheap land at all

My, WHITVORD :
nothing.

You practically get it for

Mr. WALKFER : I remember when the per-
petual lease svstem was tried by the Liberal
Government for the first time. There were
several blocks of land thrown open, and
applicants were given the option of free-
hold or perpetual lease. There were abouf
seventy-five applicants, including men who
support the Labour party and others. The
perpetual lease price was based on the
capital value of the land at 35 per cent.
When the applications were opened we found
that all the Labour men went for a free-
hold title. (Opposition lauvghter.) Not one
of them went for a poxpotud] lease. You
will never get any solid scttlement unless
vou give a man a title to his land. He is
not going to work night and day for the
Crown or anyone clse. Perpetual lease 1is
xub}o(’t to reappraisement of 1ont and it is
;usf, like a freehold title with the he‘wv land
tax that they are inflicting on us at the pre-
sent time,  The Government’s land policy
looks as if they want to break up all the
homes and drive the men off the land. I
ask the Government to allow their Works
Commission to go into the land valuation
question, and I am sure they will bring in
a report w hl(h will agree with the sentiments
I am uttering to-night.

Mr. WHITFORD :
vour party is not.

Mr. WALKER: T think 80 per cent. of
the members of this House are sincere in
what they say. We have not got the good
roads, or cheap food, or cheap farming
implements which the (fovernment promised
us,  We have not got the water conservation
which they promised. All these promises
were made by the Labour party, but as a
result of Labour Government for five years,
we have got high wages, dear living, and
record unemployment. I have spoken about
Gympie, where we have got hard-working
men. We have never had an industrial dis-
pute in Gympie, which shows the class of men
employed there. The policy of the present
Covernment 1s purely a single man’s policy.
The single men are better off, because they
have got no responsibility. During the last
election we heard a lot of cries about the
profiteering.  We have heard it every time

You might be sincere, but

since the present (Government have come
into power. The hon. member for Too-
woomba to-night was talking about the
middlemen, and he spoke about the State
Produce Agency, but he never had the

courtesy to mention the Co-operative Dis-
tributing Agency which has been in existence
for some time, and which is worked by
farmers in the inteorests of farmiers, and
eliminates the middlemen altogether. We
have a State Produce Agency initiated by the
present Government, and they make 100 per
cent. profit on some of the articles they

Mr. Walker.]
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purchase.  Their consignments last year State and predicting disaster to its credi:
totalled £37,411, and they purchased about whenever the (_7()\ ernment approached the
double that quantity. London market.

On what  What was the reason they were able to float

c SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
cs did they make a profit of 100 per

Mr. WALKER: If I told you it would
mean  the discharge of some of your
employecs.  The hon. gentleman can go

along to the manager of “the State Produw
A‘j(}llt}, and he \'»11 find thas they make
100 per cent. on some of the articles they
purchase. Last year the State Produce
Agencr purchased £69,066 worth of stuff
which they resold. In the State butchery
they make 100 per cent. profit on the meat.
They buy it at 34d. and sell it at 64d. The
State butchery has no bLad debts, and no
delivery to make, as everyone comes to the
shop. . There are no horses to keep, and it
is run most ecconomically. These things
demand an inquiry. If the grocers in Bris-
bane made 100 per cent. profit they would
be called profitcers, but nobody thinks of
calling the Government a profiteer. The
greatest profitcer we have got to-day is the
present Government.

The SECRETARY FOR ACGRICULTURE :
the profits?

Mr, WALKER: In one sense, the profits
will go to make up the balance-sheet. The
greatest proliteers we have got to-day are
the men who do not play the game, the men
who advocate go-slow strikes. They are
the men who take more than their fair share
of profit. We know that the cost of living
has gone up 70 per cent. in Quwmhnd since
the present Government came into power.
Although members opposite tallk about their
freedom, they must recognise that members
of the Oppoqltmn have just as much free-
dom as anyone else. I hope the Government
will study economy. We want land settle-
ment to go on at a greater pace, we want
production to be increased, and we want
private enterprise to be given a better show,

Who gets

and not to be restricted by taxation or
repudiation. We will then find that things
will go on much better in Queensland.
(Hear, hear!)

Mr. MOORE (dubigny): T want to say a
few words on the Financial Statement.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Take it
as read.

Mr. MOORE: No, there are one or two
things in it that we cannot take as read.
When I saw this Financial Statement first
I was not surprised that it was held over
so long. It is full of excuses and half-truths.
It is most unfair for the Treasurer to make
these half-truths in a Statement like this,
and I am going to point out some of them,
We find the Treasurer going through the
country making all sorts of promises. He
makes the amiable profession of Dr. Jekyll
in that respect, but when he comes into this
House he pursues the taxpayer with the
relentless ferocity of Mr. Hyde. He has a
dual personality. In the country he professes
one thing, and he comes here and does some-
thing entirely different. In the Statement
the Treasurer talks about the success of the
joan which was recently floated. e says
here—

“ The issue cannot be considered as
anything but very satisfactory, and is a
fitting reply to those who were continually
decrying the financial management of the

[Mr. Walker.

v loan in the way they did? Merely because
the Upper House did its duty in reflmnﬂ to
pass the repudiatory legislation. Do not
we know that the Treasurcr some time ago.
issned diatribes against the colonial [’mancers
in London, because they were endeavouring
to destroy the credit of the State.

The SEecrerary For PunLic Lanps: Arve
those the gentlemen who advanced the money
for the last loan?

Mr. MOORE: VYes, they are the gentle-
men.  Why did they advance the money ?
Simply because the Upper House protected
the Government, and refused to allow them
to pass repudiatory measures. The Upper
Iiouse refused to pass the Bill to increase
the pastoral vents, and to take over the
tramwayvs and reduce the fares. These are
the things the Legislative Council did, and
the Gmexnmcnt are reaping tho benefit
to-day.

My, Corrixs: They must have read some
of vour specches,

Mr. MOORI:

My specches do not matter

at all. It is the acticns of the Government
that matter in the eyes of the London
financicrs.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: You are

sorry we had such a favourable loan.

Mr. MOORE: I do not call it favourable,
You are paying 65 per cent., and you allowed
1t to go free of income td\ and succession
datv. Do you call that favourable? I do
not call it favourable. You are borrowing at
64 per cent. to spend in building railways thag
will return only 13s. 9d. per Cent When you
build the Many Peaks Railway then, under
the mmt favourable circumstances, it will
not pay & per cent. as evidenced by your own
rallway oxperts.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
does the Cooyar Railway pay?

Mr. MOORE: No

What

railways are paying
under the present Administration. They
cannot be expected to pay. Mr. Hunter said
the other day that 3,000 men were put on
unreproductive work in the Railway Depart-
ment: and that is the sort of thing that is
going to be continued. The Government call
it a succesful loan, Any country could get
a successful loan on such liberal terms as that.
The future has got to pay for it. The
people know who will have to pay for it.

The SecrETARY FOR Pusric LANDS: It was &
successful loan.

Mr. MOORE: It may suit the Minister to
say it was a successful loan, but if we knew
his right mind we would know that he con-
~1delod it was not successful. The way things
are going on in the Railway Department will
smash up the Government, because they have
not the backbone to stand up against the
systemn. There is one half-truth in the State-
ment that I would like to refer to. It says—

*“ The deficiency in the revenue from
pastoral holdings was attributable to the
action of the Legislative Council in
rejecting legislation which would have
given the additional amount. The short-
age in railway receipts was due to the
dislocation of shipping, the closing down
of the Cloncurry mines, and the outbreak
of pneumonic influenza which, for a
while, practically paralysed interstate
traffic.”
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Mr. MOORE: It does not say anything
about the Townsville railway stu\e—thdt the
Government were $£131.000 short in their esti-

mate for the Townsville railway
[8.20 p.m.] owing to the strike, that they

were not game to stand up for
their own law, that the Home Sceretary told
the men that their duty was to their union
and not to the Governwent.

A GoversMENT MeMpEr: Why didn’t you
do that when you were there.

Mre. MOORE: If a man is in the Cabinet,
he should give sound and proper advice to
men,  Those in responsible positions should
uphold their own laws.

The SECRETARY FOkR PUBLIC LANDS:
were there, what would you do?

Myr. MOORE: If I were there, I would
make the man that was boss on the ratlway

If you

be the bose. If T put a man off for not
doing his duty, he would stop off and would
not be put on again through political

influence.
A GoverNmENT Mrvser: That is not true.

Mr. MOORE : it 1s a well-known fact that
political. influence is rampant. A man is put
off to-day and comes back with a note from
a Minister or some other metber of Partia-
ment, and is put on again. While every
inspector has responsibility, he has no power,
and consequently he gives up all efforts to
remedy the state of affairs. We all know it
is true, and because 1t might mean losing
a few votes the Admmxctntmn are not game
to stand up- and say, “1f we give you a
responsible position, we also give you the
power to carry it through and the necessary
backing.”

The SECRETARY FOorR PUBLIC LaNDS:
would carry a big stick about with you.

Mr. MOORE: I would not carry a big
stick at all. If you give a man responsibility,
back him up mn his endeavour to do the
work and act fairly.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTURE : Of course,
the boss is always right—the men are abways
wrong.

Mr. MOORE: They have power to go to
the Appeal Board. What 1s the good of
having an Appeal Board if political influence
decides it ?

At twenty-five minutes to 10 o’clock p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair.

Then we come to the question of the
revenue that is to be derived from the
pastoral rents being raised—this repudiatory
legislation that the Government anticipated
bungmg in. They expected to receive
£258,000 by getting that legislation through.
They did not get it through; but, without
that they received £284,269 more in taxation.
And still they used up the whole of the
money got from the super land and income
tax put on for a special purpose, and still
had a deficit of £171,000. If any other body
in Australia were to do that there would be
a how! throughout the whole of Queensland
and Australia about the misappropriation
of funds. They would not be allowed to do
it, and yet the Government is gquite calm
about it.

You

The SecrersrY rorR PusLic Lanps: Could
we foresee the influenza epidemic?
Mr. MOORE: It ran into £61,000. They

collected £284,000 land tax without the extra
money expected from the raising of rent.
There are a few things you could not toresec;
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but look at the increase in revenue that
vou could not foresee, and that would more
than cover the unforeseen expenditure.

The Secaerary rorR Pusric Lanps:
about the loss through drought.

Mr. MOOCRE: We
directly.

The SecrRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Your
argument 1s that everybody lost through the
drought but the Government.

Mr. MOORE: They have not lost yet:
but they are gomg to lose through it this
year, What they lost was due to dls()l“&nl: L
tion in the North, industrial troubles which
they were not game to stand up to. The
membersfor Bowen talked about Mr. Hughes
the other night, and he said he was not fit
to run a lavatory, and why didn’t he settle
the strike by giving in. He believes in that
principle, and yet he believes in arbitration.
If we have arbitration, why should any
Premicr have to give in? Did the Queens-
land Government scttle the strike in twenty-
four hours? No! Theyr made a bigger mess
of it by not upholding their own laws than
any other Government in Australia.

What

will come to that

Just one other thing I want to call atten-
tion to. It is on page 4 and refers to out-
door relief. It says that £17,000 was spent
in outdoor relief last year. This year I
notice they put in an estimate of ;841 000 for
outdoor relief. After five years’ record
revenue they have £41,000 for outdoor relief.
I say it is an admission of absolute failure—
with the biggest revenue ever heard of in
the history of Queensland and the highest
taxation.

The SecruraArRy ror PupLic Laxps: It is an
admission that we have a humane Govern-
ment.,

Mr. MOORE: It is an admission that the
admmntlatlon is absolutely rotten. TUnder
the head * Agriculture and Stock” there was
£3,000 spread over various votes. There is
nothmtr put down for increased expenditure
in the Agri(‘,ulture and Stock vote. They do
not seem to realise that the Government have
taken away the assets—the credit from the
people on the land—the small farmers, and
that nearly all the stock has died off these
places. I would like them to get some con-
ception of what it has meant during the
past few months, especially on the Downs,
to see a man’s whole life’s work practically
going day after day in the loss of his cattle.
e knows that when they are gone he has no
earthly hope of borrowing from the bank,
because his credit has been taken away by the
Government. And doesn’t it strike you that it
is absolutely necessary that some assistance
has to be given to them to allow them to
start again! Yet we find £41,000 put down
for outdom relicf in the cities, and not one
pound for assistance to the farmer out in
the country. And then the Government goes
caimly round at election time and says,
“ Look what we have done for the farmer.”
I would like to quote a letter to show
exactly what they are doing for the farmer.
I dare say you will remember some time back
a <deputation waited on the Minister for
Railways asking for a reduction in freight
so that fodder could be got up for starving
stock. The concession was a very splendid
one in that they gave a_reduction of 50 per
cent. which has to be paid back in two years
by the farmer who gets it.

The Secrerary ror Pusric Works: Do
vou want a free service?

Mr. Moore.]
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Mr. MOORE : I want the same relief given
to the farmer in the country as is given to
the man in the city.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIc WORKS: He is
metting it, oo,
Mr, MOORE: No, he does not. I wish

to read this letter, Mr. Chairman. It shows
the valuable assistance that is being given to
settlers by the railway administration. It
i as follows:—
“ Kingsthorpe,
17th December, 1919.
AL B Moore, Higq., MLLLA.L,
Jondaryan.

“ Dear Sir,—I have been requested to
write pointing out the treatment received
in conneetion with the alleged concession
of freight for fodder to feed starving
stock.

““A consignment of 8 tons of chaff
was forwarded from Nobby about the 6th
uwltimo, tens  for Kingsthorpe, and
4 tons for Oakey. On applying for
the concession I received the information
that as my lot did not fill the truck I had
no claim, and that the concession only
amounted to half freight down, the
balance within two-three years. The
truck was full on arrival at Kingsthorpe,
and myv lot (4 tons) if forwarded
separately, would have filled an “F7”
wagon. '

“ One wonders if the supposed conces-
sion is genuine, and as the Labour party
may try to show how considerate they are
in the matter of concessions to the small
farmer, this information may be useful
to you.

“ Thanking you for past favours,
Yours faithfully,
“ H. BRIMBLECOMBE, Sec., Q.F.U.”

Is not it a most extraordinary commentary on
the sympathy and assistance given to farmers
by the Government? Fvery opportunity is
given to one section of the community, and
the other section can be downtrodden as
much as they like.

T wmee in the Public Works Department
£15,000 set down for ‘ unforescen expendi-
ture,” the whole amount being practically
accounted for by the increased expenditure
on buildings. I would like to know how
that comes about? . I have an idea it was
through the rotten administration of the
Public Works Department.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: It was
through the request of you  chaps” for
inercased bulldings,

Mr. MOORE : I would like to give you one
instance of how this works. A school was
built at Jondaryan. Btarted in November
the year before last, it was to be finished in
January, 80 that a start could be made when
the school vear opnened. There was an aver-
age of ten men working on that for ten and
a-half months. I asked what the estimated
cost and the actual cost were, and learnt that
the estimated cost was £1,480 and the actual
cost £1,482; and yet the estimated time was
only six weeks in one case, and it took ten
months! I was rather interested to find out
where the rest of this money went to. On
looking up the Public Works report I found
£366 put down for the erection of a fence
round the school—a small 4-acre piece of
ground, so as to try and endeavour to
minimise the rotten calculations and the way
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the public works are carried out. And we
find Governmen® works going on in that way
—men playing cards instead of doing their
work. The foreman sacked them, and the
carpenters declared the school * black™ until
the men were talken back, and the whole
work became the laughing-stock of the place.
That is only onc case that we know of.

The S:CRETARY FOR PusLic WORKS:
you get another one?

Mr. MOORIE:

Can’t

HHow manv more are there
that we do not know of? Go to any depart-
ment in Brisbane, and ask them whether
they want the work carried out by day labour
or contract. We all know what the reply
will be.

The SECRETARY FOR PusLic Works: What
did your ex-Minister, Mr. Paget, say? You
lost £2,000,000 as a result of contract.

Mr. MOORE: Day labour is carried out
efficic sty in shire councils, where the man
who is put in charge is boss.

The SecRETARY ForR PusLic Works: The
Public Work: buildings stand at the time
of cyclone.

Mr. MOORE: The cyclone did not make
this school take ten months to build instead
of wix weeks. The Public Works Depart-
ment in that case was a public scandal, and
T would like a Commission to be put on to all
these works to sec whether the other works
are carried out in the same manner.

The SecrETARY FOR Pusuic Works: He
saved several thousand pounds.

Mr. MOORE: A bald statement like that
carries no weight at all. The experience
we have in the country in regard to works
carried out by day labour shows that the
poliey is absolutely wrong. In _another
instance the committee of a school had to
pull down 10 chains of fencing and re-erect
it. They called for tenders, and £6 was
the price put in. That price was given by
a strong Labour supporter, too, but the
Education Department said they could not
have it done by contract, and they sent out
two men all the way from Toowoomba to
do it, and it cost £36 to carry out that
work.

The Secrersry ror Pusnic Works: They
made a decent job of it. A £6 job would
be blown away in the first storm.

Mr. MOORE : They only had to pull down
10 chains of fencing and re-crect it. The
Government ought to be very proud of their
administration. Then the Treasurer says—

“ The dry weather conditions prevail-
ing during the latter part of the financial
year resulted in a scarcity of employ-
ment.”

T would like to state that the dry weather
did not create a scarcity of employment at
all. As a matter of fact, it made employ-
ment, because a large number of men had
to be put on to cut down scrub to feed
starving stock. That applies to all the pas-
toral areas in Queensland, and also to many
farming districts where the stock had to be
fed. Then, with regard to the action of the
Government in purchasing chaff. About six
weeks ago we were told that the Government
were going to step in, and they stated in
the papers before the elections came on what
Mr. Fihelly, who was Acting Premier at the
time, was going to do to assist the farmers.
A notice was sent out that if the Farmers’
Union on the Downs would guarantee all
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the money required to purchase the chaff,
guarantce the distribution of it, and send
down the money when the chaff anlved the
Government would kindly consent to bring
it up. Afwrwuds when they found there
was such a rush for it, they did not ask for
a guarantee for the whole of it. They said,
if we sent down £13 10s. a ton with the
order they would deliver the chaff when it
came to hand. It has not come yet, and I
know my money went in over a month ago.

The Secrerary ror PysLic Works: Who
is to blame for that? The Federal Govern-
ment, for not stopping the strike.

Mr. MOORL: Not the Feder al Govern-
ment, but because of the engineers’ strike. I
would 1k~ to know what going to happen
to this chaff. Are we going to be forced to
take the chaff at the price sent in when we
do not want the chaff?

The SEcrETARY ror PusrLic Works: If you
do not want the chaff you will got a refund.

Mr. MOORE: We will get a refund. That
is what I want to know. Then, in regard
to the public works policy, the Treasurer
Sgys—

“In ordinary times a very active
public works policy is warranted in this
State in order to provide land for settle-

ment, water conservation, irrigation
schemes, hal‘)om duclopmcnt and road
construction.’

And he said a large amount of loan money
will be required 1n each year to finance
sound and promising schunes Last year,
what sound and promising schemes were
financed? And yet we find they spent over
£2,700.000 in loan money. That cxpenditure
has only been exceeded twice in ten years.
Instead of spending money on sound and
promising schemes, we find 3,000 men put on
the railwayvs on unproductive work, when we
have rivers like the Burnctt and Condamine
crying out for water schemes. Although
we  have these magnificent  svatervcourses
awaiting exploitation, and although we
heve scen the success obtained in Vietoria
and South Australia through irrigation, we
find the money available has been spent on
unproductive work in connection with rail-
ways, £10,000 spent to buy votes for a
candidate at Roma, What an extraordinary
thing? And then they cut down the hills
at the wrong end. They left the biggest
hill of the Wilole lot between Chinchilla and
Roma not cut down, and they put men on
at the Roma end so that they could have
their votes at the by-election, and then the
men refused to vote because they did not
get a_holiday and the Government had no
special train for them. (Opposition laugh-
ter.) I can imagine how pleased the Admm-
istration must be at the way things are
going on. I quite understand they try to
put a bold face on things, and I qmte see
they do not want other people to know, but
they must know that their days are num-
bered and that the Administration is
doomed. This question of irrigation is a
most important one. Personally, when look-
ing at the Burnett River, I was surprised
at the extent of irrigable Tand on its banks
and - the enormous quantity of water that
could be impounded by a weir. The fall is
only about 1 foot per mile, and the banks
are very deep—over 70 feet. Would it not
have been beotter to spend money in con-
sorving water on the Burnett than to spend
a million pounds in buying cattle stations?

. Mr. Duxstax: It would have been better
if it was done ten years ago.
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Mr. MOORE: Suppose it was done to-day,
would it not be of advantage in years to
come? If the Government had entered into
that proposition four years ago, instead of
spending a million pounds in buying cattle
stations, would it not have been a good
thing for Queensland to- day? The Treasurer
Qd‘v B

“There is abundant” evidence that
Queensland has ample means and oppor-

tdnlrl(“a fOl water consery (.tmn ﬂnd
irrigation, and several  promising

schemes for such enterprise are under
constderation.”

My, Aryrierp: You did
unti} it was pointed out.

Mr. MOORE: We did know it.

My, O’Svruivan: Why didn’t you do some-
thing when you were in power?

Mr. MOORE: We did not spend money in
fish shops, State stations, ete.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! T ask
member to address the Chair.

Mr. MOORE: Now, I would like to quote
what the Minister for Railways said 1in
1614, As  reported  on page 1581 of
“ Hansard” of that year, he said—

71 find the actual amount veceived by
the people  of  Queensland  totalled
£10,912,614. In interest we have already
paid £16.529,224, and we still owe
£11,728.800. These figures must really
interest the roung Queenslander. We
do not permit @ local authority to go
along in that haphazard way: we make
them provide interest and redemption.

not know that

the hon.

I have a little table prepared, which I
will read in order tfo get it into
¢ flansard.””

I am very pleased it is here, because it

illustrates exactly what the Government are
doing. IIe further said-—

“The methods followed here are bad.
There is something wrong about them—
something impossible about them. It
does not seem good finance. It is the
cort of finance that the hon. membher for
Murrumba stands for, He is associated
in that sort of finance with the member
for Drayton, the deputy leadsr of the
farmers’ party.”’

Mr., Payxe: That is vight.
Mre. MOORE: What have they done?
They floated a loan at 65 per cent. free

of income tax and free of succession and
probate duty. They have purchased State
stations, on which they do not pay any
taxcs and on which the State loses about
£3,000 a year though dispossessing the
private owners, who did pay taxes. They
started stores on day labour works and they
lose £1.200 a year on them, and then the
naive admission is that they sold the stores
too cheaply. Fancy putting up stores to sell
food to day labouvers, and not being able to
square the accounts.

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS: Your com-
plaint is that we bought meat too cheaply.

Mr. MOORE: I do not say vou buy it
at all. If anvone could go to the manager
of the meatworks and put a pistol to his
head he could get meat cheaply. You took
the favmers butter in the sa ame way., 1 do
not call that buying; I call it commandeer-
ing. Those things may be all rTght fromx
the point of view of the Government, but
they are not helping Queensland. They are

Mr. Moore.]
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not getting us out of the financial morass
LBy L ;

that the Sccretary for Railways said he was

going to do when he made that speech in

1814.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You will
find that most instructive.
Mr. MOORKE: I have found it most

instruetive. I also think it would be most
instructive if one of the railway managers
of the United States could come to Queens-
land to see exactly how things are done in
Queensland. He could find out—(1) How to
employ more men and cut down the publie
train service to a minimum. (2) How never
to be up to time either starting or stopping.
(3) How hardly ever to do anything other
than inconvenience the people who own the
railways.  (4) How to extend fares and
freights in inverse ratio to the value given
in_the country only. (5} How to convert a
self-contained and paying service into a
hopeless state of bankruptey in four years.
(6) How to carry off this situation in a light
and airy manner by stating that it doesn’t
matter f they dow’t pay; we'll get it from
a land tax. They might do that and I do
not suppose it would cost £1,800 to come

here and find it out. Then we

[10 p.m.] find that the super tax is to be
) kept on this year. The super
tax was put on for a specific purpese, and
1t was only going to be kept on for one
vear. That tax was collected and the money
ased for ordinary expenditure and we find
it is to be kept on.

The SECRETARY ror Pusnic WoRks: It was
subject to renewal.

Mr. MOORE: The Treasurer never said a
word about keeping it on. It was one of
those cases where he told a half-truth. The
Treasurer says further—

“It must be remembered that last
year’s revenue included vetrospective
income and land tax; but, even making
allowance for that, the revenue of the
State is seen to be almost stationary.”

I think it is only the stagnation which has
been caused through the Labour Govern-
ment’s administration, through the shaking
of the public confidence. By reason of the
want of confidence throughout the country
the people are afraid to put their money
into any enterprises.

Mr. Corrinsg: They are building all over
the place in my electorate. You must repre-
sent a very poor part of Queensland.

Mr. MOORE: I represent a part which,
before the Labour Administration came into
Queensland, was called the garden of
Queensland, which was one of the richest
parts of Australia. To-day it is practically
a desert. Through the land taxation values
on the Downs have been brought down 50
per cent.; the credit of the farmers has been
taken away; their assets have gone.

Mr. CorriNs: Does the land tax stop the
crops growing ?

Mr. MOORE: No, but it took away the
opportunity of the farmer to recover him-
self, because it took away the value of his
property and his opportunity to finance
himself.

Mr. Coruivs: How much do the farmers
really pay?

Mr. MOORE: I am not talking about
what they have paid. It is in the reduction
in the value of their holdings where the
trouble comes about. Their security is gone.
They put the whole of their labour into their

[Mr. Moore.
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farms, thinking they had anp asset on which
they could draw in times of adversity; but
the Labour Government comes into power,
and with the stroke of a pen takes away
half the asset. Those who suffer understand
the hardships. Those who sit on the front
Treasury benches perbaps do not under-
stand. Later on, probably, they will under-
stand, when they get put out in the cold.
They will then have an opportunity of seceing
what the sufferings of the people have been.
The Statement also has this to say—

“Tt is well known that the majority
of the pastoral lessees in this State do
not pay to the Crown a fair rent for the
land they occupy. Information in the
possession of the Lands Department shows
that, taking the whole State, the average
rental paid on pastoral holdings 1s
18s. 113d. per square mile.”

The average rent paid by the Crown for its
State stations is Ts. 2d. per square mile.
Even then they cannot make a profit if they
pay their taxes the same as the ordinary
individual. Yet they say they are making
a success of State enterprises. They think 1t
is worth while spending #£1,000.000 and
giving 4}) per cent. debentures for these
places. The Government look at a thing
from a totally different point of view to
the people outside. The man outside on a
farm looks at it from the top of a mountain
of taxation; the Treasurer looks through
a window of the Star Chamber at the Trades
Hall, and says he is satisfied. I know there
are country members who must realise the
hardships that many people are undergoing
to-day. It is up to them to endeavour to
ingtruct their colleagues on the front bench
regarding the difficulties with which the
people have to put up, and see if they cannot
remedy them. There are one or two things
which I want to mention, because they are
particularly brought forward in the Commis-
sianer’s report. We are going to have retro-
spective taxation to go back six months.
As a rule, the pastoralist or the farmer has
to pay for a thing he has not got. He pays
for stock on hand at the end of the year.
We have not had an opportunity of proving
up to the present that very often that stock
is dead, and he has to pay on something
he never had. 'This time we have to pay on
that stock on hand at 30th June. In very
many cases 80 per cent. of that stock is dead,
consequently we have to pay on income we
have never had and have no possible hope
of getting. The Commissioner drew atten-
tion to this four years ago. He said—

“The operations of this Act have
resulted in some persons who sold heavily
in anticipation of the drought having to
payv considerable sums by way of income
tax although they had actually lost stock
by drought. Some owners who had paid
small amounts by way of tax since 1907
found themselves obliged to make large
payments on selling out during 1915. The
system of taxation under the Act of 1902
appears to divide the profits more equit-
ably from year to year.”

When the Commissioner of Taxation makes
a statement like that, and shows the unfair-
ness of it towards a section of the people,
you would think the Treasurer would take
some notice, and endeavour to remedy it.
He also goes on to say last year—

“The noticeable changes are farmers
who paid 10.39 per cent. of the tax for
1917, but for 1918 were only assessed on
4.99 per cent. of the total tax.”’
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They have gone down under the Labour
Administration, which was said to be so
sympathetic to the farmers, from 10 per cent.
to 4 per cent. This year they probably have
gone down more. And we find the man who
was sent out to the Downs to do the valuing
was sacked at the end of November because
he did not put the values up higher. They
had the opportunity of testing whether his
values were right or not. He got instrue-
tions to value higher, and because he dared,
in his experience, to say thev were fair and
equitable, he got put out. N6 one else has
been sent up since, but I suppose some
temperamentally fit valuer will be sent up
there to put them up to what the Treasurer
thinks is required for revenue purposes.
There is one thing which I wanted to point
out in the agricultural report, because it is a
deliberate misstatement. It says—

“Under the wheat pool—admission to
which was denied to Queensland—a miller
carrying on business here did not have
freedom for his purchases, and had to
obtain the consent of the pool; and this,
notwithstanding there was no shortage of
wheat in Australia.”

1 want to point out that admission was not
denied to Queensland. It was denied to
'Qu&g}ngl:lnd by the Premier of this State
declining to allow Queensland to go in it.

Mr. BRENNAN: Were you in Toowoomba
when that happened?

Mr. MOORE: Ves, I was.

Mr. BreEsNaN: What happened ?

Mr. MOORE : We had meetings.

~ Mr. BReNNAN: The member for Cunning-
ham and the member for Warwick turned
1t down.

Mr. MOORE: The same old tale! Does
the hon. member know that the Secretary for
Agriculture asked for a vote to be taken of
the farmers’ organisations throughout Queens-
land as to whether we wanted to go into the
pool or not? And does he know that a
majority of seventeen said * Ves’ ?

Mr. BrRENNAN: Did not
“ Tell us what you want”?

] AM};. MOORE: Yes, and did not we tell
him?

Mr. BRreNNAN: No, you could not agree
amongst yourselves.

Mr. MOORE: A majority agreed, but we
had a politician instead of a statesman, and
he could not see that the loss of a fow votes
would be more than balanced by the benefit
to the State. Then we find in the Agri-
cultural report they say, “ Under the wheat
pool—admission to which was denied to
Queensland”—trying to make out that the
Federal Government had denied Queensland
the right of coming in. They were not
statesmen enough to see that Quecnsland had
to buy wheat as well as sell it. They thought
they would be able to come in on a good
market under a wheat pool, and not have
any of the expense connected with it. The
farmers knew what they wanted, and asked
for it. It was the State Government who
did not know their business. I would like
to point out also a statement which says

“Trade between States under the Con-
stitution Is free, and the war cauvsed no
position under which the supply of dairy
produce was endangered or threatened
with shortage; and yet the manufacturers
were subjected to administration that
had no practical meaning or result.”

the Premier sav,
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I wonder does the Treasurer realise that
there is an amount of £37,000 still owing on
account of that 10s. a head which was charged
on cattle which went over the border. Vet
they taik about trade between the States
being free.

The SecrETARY FOor PuBLic WORKS: That
case was the subject of a High Court decision. *

Mr. MOORE : One question I asked in this
Chamber, to which I never got an answer,
might have had a verv material bearing on
that case. I asked, Was there any man in
Queensland who took cattle over the border
who paid the 10s. a head without signing the
agreement to bring them back again? 1
endeavoured three times to get a veply to
that, and I never got it. Had that reply
been given, the decision in the ecase would
have been different. This is what the
Agricultural Report says—

“ There were 42,735 owners of catile,
with an average herd for each of 135
head, but few of those owning up to 100
head: the average tvas slightly under
twenty-seven head, and this ciass may be
taken to represent the majority of
farmers and dairymen.”
These are the beef barons of Queensland that
hon. members opposite are so fond of refer-

ring to. The report further says in regard
to the pools—
“ Under normal conditions of trade

nothing could be said on that score; but
if the meaning of the word ¢ pool’ means
share-and-share alike, Queensland manu-
facturers should not have been penalised
to the advantage of the Southern manu-
facturers. The disclosures in the Federal
Parliament concerning pools and the
effect of them, added to the experience
of producers and manufacturers in
Queensland, would not seem to encouraee
further adventure into that kind of
business now that the war is over and
trade is returning to normal avenues.”

What has happened was this: Mr. Massey-
Greene came up with his scheme for a dairy
produce pool and put it before the farmers
and the co-operative factories, and they
carried it by a vote of 85 per cent. to go_into
a pool in which they got control of their busi-
ness. There has been a certain amount of
discussion over this pool business, and I
would like to get the true facts into ‘“ Han-
sard,” so that people can see what the
position is. A little pamphlet was sent out
by Mr. Carter, the hon. member for Port
Clurtis, and a reply was sent in by Mr. T.
Flood Plunkett. I want to get this into
“Fansard”’ to let the farmers know exactly
what happened. Mr. Plunkett was the
Queensland representative on that pool, and
his views are worth giving. He says here—
“ Burtek CONTROL.
“To the Editor,

“ Sir,—1 have been handed a pamphlet
compiled by George Carter, M.1, A, that
is being distributed throughout the dairy-
ing districts with reference to Common-
wealth control of butter, and cited as
“an extraordinary transaction.”” As the
information contained in this pamphlet
does not put the position fairly before
the dairy producers, I feel it my duty
as a member of the Commonwealth Dairy
Produce Pool Committee to put the facts
before them, that they may judge for
themselves. The first error in the pam-
phlet is that the price in February, 1919,

Mr. Moore.}
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was 168s. 8d. The price was 186s. 8d., a
difference of £18 per ton. The pamphlet
states that the London price for Danish
butter in 1917 was 500s. per cwt. This
was for a small parcel of 70 boxes sold
in  Manchester.  Practically no other
Danish butter arrived in England during
1917. Up to the end of the 1917 season
overy factory was free to export its own
butter, which it did, and received full
London prices, none of which were higher
than 216s. per cwt. The pamphlet says
233s. 4d. TFrom the 1st of July, 1917, the
first Imperial contract commenced at 151s.
f.o.b., the Imperial Government paying
interest on the butter from the time ib
went into store. The pamphlet says that
in May, 1917, the Hughes Government
fixed the price for export at 154s., less
55 per cent. This is also wrong, as the
conference which appointed the Federal
Butter Commitice did not meet in Mel-
bourne until the 26th July, 1917, and
then started negotiations for the sale of
1917-18 butter. The question to be con-
sidered was whether the Imperial
Government could ascertain the fair
market value of butter in store in Aus.
tralia in view of the improbability of
being able to carry it, on account of the
submarine menace, and cventually it was
decided to accept 151s. f.0.h. as a basis.
Therefore the pamphlet is wrong again,
The pamphlet states that the cost of
freight, marketing, and other charges
amounted to 25s. per ewt. This is wrong
agawn, as the cost for the full season
1917-18 was us high as 33, per ewt., and
never less than 30s. The war risk of 5
per cent., marine risk of 1§ per cent., and
freight at 12s. 6d. per cwh., besides the
cost of air-craft insurance. heavy port
dues, cold storage for protracted periods,
largely increased the cost on the British
Government.  The pamphlet omits to
state that out of “the &% per cent,
deducted 1 per cent. was returied to the
factories. After negotiating, the British
Government agreed with the committee
to return half their gross profits on Aus-
tralian butter. This amount was 38s.
per ewt. The pamphlet asks, * Where is
the difference or who got the money ?’
The British Government, out of their
profits, paid interest in Australia for an
average of two months and for about
four months in the United Kingdom.
The usual machinery for distribution was
utilised throughout the Kingdom, and
this was obviously another 3 per cent.
storage at both ends, interest from time
stored, until date released, averaging
about twenty weeks, Fire and air-craft
insurance, distribution, commission,
exchange, and war service controls
absorbed 18s. 6d. per cwt., possibly it
was 19s. That is how their half was
utilised.

“Instead of Australian producers
waiting for their share of the profit of
1918-19 season’s shipments, it has been
anticipated and is being paid to them
now. The pamphlet says there is no
remission of any profits though it must
have been approximately 35s.; and then
says that the farmer should have received
more money for his butter. Therefore,
British consumers paid all these charges
by reason of the higher price put on to
him for his butter. No speculator could
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exist in this matter as the producer selis
his butter direct to the British Govern-
ment. To put the butter position more
fully before the producers, the State
Government transactions must be taken
into account. In 1915, during a drought,
they seized butter for which they paid
as low as 140s. per cwt., less 2 per cent.,
when the market price in Victoria was
over 220s. Instead of realising this price,
they sold 747 boxes at 225s., and a small
portion in Quecensland  at .19@:. The
balance of this butter was shipped to the
Agent-General in  London, and the
highest obtained averaged about 179s.
4d. net f.0.b. The best price the Govern.
ment received in London was 16s. or 17s.
per cwt. lower than that received by
factories who had their butter on the
London market at the samec time. The
surplus received by the Government was
supposced to have been distributed among
factorics, but they never vet, although
they have repeatedly asked, have been
allowed to see what 1t cost to handle the
butter, which it was known was far in
excess of what would be ordinary distri-
bution. We know the (Government seized
54 tons from one factory at 140s., when
that company had been offered 184s. per
cwt., with the result that the produce}”s
received £2,376, or 25 per cent. per lb.
less for that month than they should
have received. It will be interesting for
producers to watch the attitude of the
Government whom Mr. Carter supports
between now and next State elections.
The price of 20,000 tons of beef had been
fixed for five years. Will butter be next?

“ 1 am, sir, ete.,
“ T, ¥roop PLUNKETT.

“ Beaudesert, 8th December.””

The British Government came to the rescue of
the Queensland farmers when we did not know
what to do with our produce. The farmers
were glad to get the terms that were offered,
vet wa hsve members opposite getting up
@ 'ving what the British Government
did, and saying that the British Government
robbed the producers of Queensland.

My, Brexway: Not the British
ment, but the profitecrs.

Mir. MOORE: It was a direct sale to the
British Government. There was not a pro-
fitner in it.  The hou. member for Too-
woomba may know something about law, but
he knows nothing about butter. I doubt if
he knows much about law. If he had a
case and lost it, he would say it was because
it was a Tory judge, and he did not get
justice. It is a pity that a member repre-
senting a farming couvstitwency should deliber-
ately go out of his way to make statements
decrying the British Government, which came
to the rescue of the farmers when the Queens-
land Government would not do anything.

Mr. Brexxax: The Federal Government
pooled everything, and pooled uvs too.

Mr. MOORE: If the hon. member would
go into the Co-operative Butter Factory in
his own town he would know. all about iz,
and he would not make such statements as
he makes here. I strongly resent any mem-
her of this House deerying what the British
Government did for the farmers. Hon. mem-
bers should admire themn for their generosity.
If the Queensland Government had said that
they would advance 250s. or anything else,

Govern-




Appropriation Bill, No, 4. [15 Jaxvary.] Adjournment. 2233

and keen the buttsr in cold stores it would The bell indicated that the hos. member’s
have beeu some g, but the Queernsland time had expired.

1 “Ot'”“" When the farmers The Ifouse resumed. The Chairman
'Y‘P]‘ they will see how reported  progress, and the Committee
by the British Government.  htained leave to sit again to-morrow.
mously agreed to go into :
i Looaf ‘che" had preferred
1 Government they would have ADIOTURNMENT
e ot have gone into another - SR
hope ther “will have a pool The PREMIER: I beg to mowe that the
i and for meat too. It  Héuse do now adjourn. The first business
pool for meat than to  to-morrow will be the continuation of the
,nmandeewd at 3d. per lb. debate on the Finaneial Statement. It is
Tie consunters have zot to  hoped it will be finished at an carly hour,
= and then we will proceed to a more formal
discussion of the resolutions themselves.

b

Question put and passed,

ut to The House adjourned
minutes past 10 Sclock pom,
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