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2194 Adjournrnent~ [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

WEDNESDAY, 14 JANUARY, 1920. 

'l'he SPEAKER (Hon. W. Bertram. Maree\\ 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock p.m. ' 

QUESTIONS. 
SEED WHEAT l!'OR FARMERS. 

Mr. GRAYSO).; (Cvnningham) asked the· 
Secretary for Agriculture-

" Is it the intention of the Government 
to secure seed wheat for farmers in th'l­
whoat areas for the next wheat planting: 
season?" 

Tho SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham) replied-

" The GoYernment is collecting all 
possible information regarding supplic& 
and requirements for next wheat plant­
ing, and if it is found that Government 
action is necessary to prevent gristing of 
wheat required for seed, such action will 
be taken." 

ANZAC DAY HoLIDAY. 
Mr. FRY (Kurilpa) asked the Premier-

" Will he take the necessary steps to 
make Anzac Day a public holiday, and 
by so doing fittingly commemorate the­
event which the day represents, and thll& 
establish a precedent which, no doubt, 
the other States will follow?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillagoe) replied-

" This matter has already received my 
serious consideration, hut the difficulties 
which presented themselves precluded 
the suggestion made by the hon. mem­
ber being put into effect. These diffi­
culties arise from the fact that St. 
George's Day (i.~.. the 23rd April) is 
already a statutory holiday, and so 
recognised in most of the industrial 
awards and agreements; and, secondly, 
the view is held bv certain members of 
the Anzac Commemoration Committee· 
that if a public holiday were proclaimed, 
.\nzae Day would develop into a day of 
jubilation and amusement, rather th<m 
a day of religious observance, which it 
is intended to be. However, I will take 
the opportunity of further considering 
and discussing the matter with th& 
Anzac Commemoration Committee." 

TRAVELLING EXPENSES OF MINISTERS. 
2\!Ir. GUNN (Cnrnarvon), in the absence· 

of Mr. Morgan, asked the PremJCr-
" What was the amount paid or· 

incurred bv the State in respect of the 
travelling "expenses of each individual 
mem her of the Ministry during the year­
ended 30th June, 191S, and the year­
ended 30th June, 1915?" 

The PREMIER replied-
" This information will he compiled." 

TRAVELLING EXPEXSES OF MR. T. J. RYAN AND· 
MR. DENHAThL 

Mr. GUNN (Cnrn<Lrvon), in the absence of 
Mr. Morgan, asked the Premier-

" What is the total amount of travel­
ling expenses pe.id, or to be paid, by the.· 
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State in respect of ~1r. T. J. Ryan', 
various visits to the Southern and 
W<estern States and to Europe during 
the twelve months ended 30th June last, 
the figures to include expenses of the 
wholP of the party; also similar infor­
mation with re,pect to Mr. Denham foe 
the twelve months ended 30th June, 
l915 ?" 

The PREMIER replied-
" This information will take some time 

to compile, but I would point out to the 
hon. member that there wore two Minis­
tries in office during the twelve months 
ending 30th June, 1915." 

WORK ON LOKGREACH-\YINTON RAILWAY. 

Mr. PAYNE (Mitchell) asked the Secretary 
for Railways-

" There being a number of unemployed 
in and around Longreach, will he endea­
vour to have work resumed on the Long­
reach-Winton railwav construction for 
the; purpose of giving. employment to the 
said unemployed?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. A. Fihelly, Paddington) replied-

" There is very little earthwork on this 
railway, and the laying of rails and 
sleepers cannot be proceeded with until 
the bridge over the Thomson River is 
finished. It is well in hand, and is being 
pushed on as quickly as possible, but will 
not be completed for about two months." 

STATE Bt:TCIIERS' SHOPS AT LONGREAOH. 

Mr. P A YNE asked the Secretary for 
Public Works-

" \Vhen do the Government intend to 
start State butcher shops in Longreach ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, K eppell replied-

" When the _establishment of the shops 
at present bemg arranged for is com­
pleted, conside~a tion will be given to 
other centres m the State. including 
Longreach." 

RELEASE OF PRISONER CHAPMAN. 

Mr. ROI3ERTS (East Too1coomba) asked 
the Home Secretary-

. "1. Has ~he ma;n Chapman, imprisoned 
m connoctwn 1th the looting during 
the recent Townsville riots, been 
released? 

"2. If so, upon what grounds was he 
freed from. prison and upon whose 
recommendation?" ' 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. W. 
McCormack, Cairns) replied-

" 1. Yes. 

" 2. Full particulars will be g-iven when 
the Estimates are before the House." 

PRICKLY-PEAR SELECTIONS FORFEITED. 

Mr. GUNN (Carnarvon) asked the Secre­
tary for Public Lands-

" How many prickly-pear selections 
have been forfeited by the holders during 
the years 1915, 1916, 1917, 1918, and 1919, 
respectively ? " 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. J. H. Coyne, Warrego) replied-

" 1915. 235 ; 1916, 261; 1917, 209; 1918, 
250; 1919, 319." 

ORDERS FOR ARSENIC FROM STATE MINE. 

Mr. THOMPSON (Wide Bay), in the 
absence of Mr. Peterson, asked the Secre­
tary for Public Lands-

" 1. Is it a fact that the Lands Depart­
ment are unable to fulfil any further 
orders for arsenic for the destruction of 
prickly-pear? 

" 2. If it is not a fact, w,hat is the 
reason that many orders received by the 
Department have not been fulfilled? 

" 3. Can any idea be given as to when 
it is likely that arsenic can be procured 
from his Department?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
replied-

" 1, 2, and 3. Owing to the scarcity of 
water at the mine the production was 
somewhat diminished. The whole of the· 
arsenic produced has been distributed. 
The Mines Department proposes to add 
to its plant at the mine, and hope& 
thereby to be able to supply all require­
ments." 

LOANS FOR PURCHASE OF DAIRY STOOK. 

Mr. THOMPSON, in the absence of Mr. 
Peterson, asked the Secretary for Agricul­
ture and Stock-

" When will his Department be pre­
pared to receive applications for, and 
grant loans to enable settlers to pur­
chase dairy e,tock under the provision& 
of the measure passed some time ago?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
replied-

" The draft regulations have now been 
finalised, and will be gazetted withoutJ 
delay, when forms of application will be 
available." 

DIFFERENT UNIONS IN RAILWAY SERVICE. 

Mr. SIZER (Nundah) asked the Secretary 
fot· Railways-

" 1. Has his attention been drawn to 
the report of a meeting of the Trades 
Hall Council at which a delegation from 
the Queensland Railway Union claimed 
that the Railway Department was giving 
preference to one union over other unions 
of service employees? 

"2. What action by the Department 
forms the basis of this complaint?" 

'l'.he SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

" 1. No. 
" 2. See answer to No. 1." 

DISCHARGED SOLDIERS' SELECTIONS 
SURRENDERED. 

Mr. FRY asked the Secretary for Public 
Lands-

" What was the total number of sol­
diers who, during the year 1919, sur­
rendered the holdings they acquired 
under the provisions of the Discharged 
Soldiers' Settlement Act?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
replied-

" TweJaty-eight." 
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PAPERS. 
The following paper was laid on the 

table:-
Staternents. of certain Insurance com­

panies. 
The following paper, lai.d on the table, 

was ordered to be printed:-
Regulation dated 8th January, 1920, 

under the Diseases in rlants Act of 
1916. 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS. 

APPHOPRIATION BILL. 

The PREMIER, in moving-
" T·hat so much of the Standing· Orders 

be suspended as would otherwise prevent 
the receiving of resolutions fron1 th~ 
Committees of Supply and 'Ways and 
Means on the same day on which they 
shall have pa -sed in those Committees, 
and the passing of an Appropriation Bill 
through all its stag·es in- one day," 

Baid : Tho intention of the motion is to 
enable us to get the Appropriation Bill 
through in time to permit of the payments 
being made w·hich ilrO due. It will !Je necns­
sary to get the meaSllre through the Council 
this week, and therefore the position does 
not allow the normal course to be followed 
un~er the Standing Order" of giying p:ior 
notice aud pa,.oing the Bill through its stages 
Jn the- ord111rtrv \VU ..... Under th(' cncun1stances 
I am sme th(, lc;adcr of the Opposition >Yili 
see the rea'c:'JnahlC'no·>s of the motion. The 
Supply Bill, tts I can explain luter, \\'ill 
provide !m· Supply up till the end of 
February, hy which tinw it is hoped that 
the buoincss of the session will be completed 
and the final Supply Bill passed. 

Mr. MACART:NEY (Toowong) : This rr>o­
lution is becoming rnoro fasbionable than 
€VOr. It is 110\V sotnothing hke the fourth 
time during the currency of the present 
session that we have had a resolution smne­
what on these linos. In the c•arlier resolu­
tions, or so1ne of them_, the Prernier 1nado 
.a point of the f<1ct thHt the suspension was 
limited to the receipt of resolutions on the 
same day on \Yhich they had pas~)ed Corn­
Inittf'i ., but thnt cour :o ha.s n{)t bPcn follo·1n~d 
on this occa::;ion. and \VC' are a~ ked to sus­
pend the Standing· Orders to the extent of 
going the whole distance. The only reason 
that thB hon. member has giYcn, in addition. 
of coureo, to the ordinary rcfison in r(,g.ard 
to the need for providing· money for tlw 
public service, is that he hope:~ the sc~sion 
will be ended by the end of February. The 
hon. mernLer so far has not hken the House 
into his conti den re as to what remains to ho 
done, and I think the House is entitled to 
that inforrnation. In conne.ctio~ '..Yith pr·o­
ceoding with all etages of the Bill iu one 
day. this side, at an events. arc under "' 
difficulty in discussing such rn'tttcrs as 
Supply for the want of perhaps full infor­
mation of certain subjects, and I trust that 
the hon. rrwmlwr will take t.he House into 
·his <'onf1dencc with rcspc('t, for in:;;tancc, to 
the ]oan provisions to be rnadc for carrying 
out the business of the State for a little 
time ahead. The hon. member has verv 
frequently cornplainf'd of criticism from thi's 
siclc of the House in rc·zard to the Govern­
ment's financi.el arrangmncnts. and has sug­
geBted that criticism is more likely to bo 
damaging to the State than otherwise. I 
feel, if there is anything in that point, that 

[Hon. E. G. Theodore. 

it is very largely due to the fact that the 
hon. member does not take the House into 
his confidence to that extent which he ou~ht 
to do. He should put all his cards on the 
table, give us the fullest information and if 
he does so he will lind that no rno~bcr on 
this eide will tisk taking any action that 
will prejudice 'his f-inancial arrangernents. 
I trust that the hon. member will indicate 
~lOIV, before tho resolution gees through, that 
mformation such ilS I have indicated will 
be given when we come to the resolutions. 

The PHEMIEH: I can only speak again by 
way of reply. 

Mr. MACART.:'-!EY: The hon. member 
can indieate satisfactorilv to the House bv 
way of interjection, and p:·obably he ca~I 
confirm that. interjection when he comes to 
make his reply. It is tho absence of infor­
mation that leads. perh-aps, to criticism of 
an objectionable character-that is to say if 
we had information there would, perli.O:ps, 
not be so much cause for it. 

The PREMIER: The information you ask 
for about the Lorm Fund is given in the 
Financial Statement. 

Mr. MACARTYEY: \Vhat I mn more 
particularly rckrring· to now is a full dis­
closur<' of information in connection with 
the recf~nt loan .arrangement'" and the inten­
tions of the hon. member with reference to 
th·2 future. State:.Yients a!·e going abroad in 
C'onnection ·with his rnovemcnts, and \VC 

should like to know what <1rrangements are 
go1ng to be rnado in t~ho possilJlc ubsencc of 
the Premier. I think it would be reasonable 
for him to take the House into his coniidcncc, 
so that criticism rnav be based on actual fact 
and not upon infr•rc'nce. 

The PHniiEH: At a later stag~, I will 
refer to those subject· ... 

:Mr. lYJACAHT:\'EY: If the hon. mombe1 
a~sures the I-Iousu that fuir in£orn1ation 1,vill 
be given freely I am quite 'atisfic-cl. I 
realise that the pul1lic servin:.s have got to 
be provided for. 1 reaii,e. too. that the 
resolution is hccon1ing son1cthing of an 
every-dnY charar+~ 1'. and I l'cali,,c over and 
abm:e it' all that tlwre is not mu~h use in 
our objecting to it from this side of tho 
House. \Ve cnn at mo&t onlv dolav the 
lJu,-inC'"'·. for. Y hcther tlw motio~ is ri_g·ht or 
IYrong, it '.vlll -he rurried l1y wcl.~ht of 
gr.·ater JJumbors on Hw c~llC'J' .At the 

tirnc I inYite tht> hon. 1ncrnbcr to trPat 
Opposition liberall~· with respcd to that 

information to which we ai·e entitled. in 
order that ''· e m<tY ha•;e a reasonable 
discussion on thc•sc niattcr6. 

Question pnt and pw;;sr-·d. 

SUPPLY. 

RESUAIPTIO~ OF COl\DIITTEE. 

(Jlr. Smith, Jfrtcl'n.JJ, in the clu1ir.) 

The PRE::YIIER in moving-
" That thoro be granted to His 

Majesty, on .~ccount. for the son·ice of 
the year 1919~20. a furthri· 
~xceeding £2,150.000 towards 
the expr·ns0s of the ym·ious 
and ~ervices of the Shte." 

said: The amount asked fo1· fro:m conBo~i­
dated revenue is only £1.400.000. the amount 
from Trust ilnd SpocioJ Funds £150.000. and 
the amount from Loan Funds £600,000. 
This will be sufficient, as I have already 
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indicatc<:l, to carry us on till the end of 
February at tlw rate of expenditure in which 
the GoYPrn!T!Cnt arc no-yv inYolvcd. It 1nav 
lw said that this amount proportion<~tcly fo··· 
the six weeks or so is reallv more than the 
P-..;::pendltnr0 -in the prcviou:s Appropri-ation 
Bill for a gr,.ater period. There ha . alreadv 
be~n .gran1::cd in the fou: preceding ApprO­
prwtJOn TI1lls £3,600.000 from consolidattd 
rcovcnuc, £1,200,000 from Trust Funds, and 
£1,300,000 from Loan Funds. These sums, 
together ,,-ith those proposed to he anpro­
priated in this Bi11. will make £5,000.000 
from th0 Consolicl'ltcd Revenue Fund, 
£1,350000 from Trust Funds, and £1,900,000 
from Loan Fund. That will cover a period 
of eight months, or two-thirds of the fina.ncial 
yPar. On a rPfcrencc to ihe Estirnates, it 
;,-ill J-,o se 0 n thlit the amount asked for from 
rcv<•nue is considcrahh· less than hvo-thirds 
of the tota1 ,nnount. ThP amou11t fron1 Trust 
Fund~ i~ in P~cr\"'S of tho, h,-o-thirds, owing 
to tl1e fact that nr-<trlv the whol~ of thr 
0xprnditu~e on Centr::d 'sugar-rn1l1s corncs in 
tllP months of the financial : so 
t-ha.t rate of appropriation for 
to-day not g-reater than will be sufficient 
to kncp within the ~ ~titnatcd requircrncnts 
for the whole year. 

The hon. nwmlwr nskc'd for fuller infor­
n1ation with regard to the position in conneC'­
tion w·ith t.he rec"'nt issne in London. and 
with regn rd to our polir·y in ]oan expenditure 
for the future. I thought that t.h<' nosition 
was fully dealt with in the Financial State­
nlf'nL As far as }1a.rticulars <'oncerning the 
recent issun arc concerned, they cannot. be 
g-iYen :vet, became the arcount sales will not 
he pnt in our possession for some time-that 
is. particulars regarding commissions and 
other oxpcnc:;e-; in n 'Sard to the issue. On 
page 7 of the Financial Statement a refer-
0nce is 1nadn to the terms of the loan as 
kno\YH to the Trcasurv at thA ti1nc the 
Fin~ncic 1 Stato'lwnt "''",compile-d, and there 
is \'CrY littJ0 aflr1itiona1 informatjon that c,-!.11 
b" added to those pcrticulars. TllC' rate is 
given, the price of issue, 1vhat the lon.n 
returned to the Treasnr:,.~, the ne-t a1nount, 
and the cost to the GO\·ernment, the amount 
of subscriptions, nnd so on. Bcvond that I 
cannot say anything to-day. V 

·with rel!anl to the loan policv of the 
GovPmmcnt; t)lat iB St>t forth vc•ry fnlly 
Jn the succccd1n~ pages of the Financial 
Statr•ment-pages 8. 9, and 10-and was com­
niled after a good deal of consideration bv 
thc Cabinet for the purpose of determining 
what w_o1:ks we should concentrate upon, and 
dotermm111g what should be done with the 
limited resource's at our comlfl.and. \Vo 
realis0 that work is more costly now than 
herd:ofore. and we hopo to husband our 
rcsourCL'J. as n1uch as possible. \t the same 
tirrlC, snmc ,,-arks art" practicallv indis­
pensable, ond some undertakings must be 
gone on with unlesr: ""~ve have stagnation, and 
for that r0ason '"E' have endeavoured to 
formula to a rcusonable policy. It is true this 
policv do0s involve an expenditure of nearly 
£4.000,000 this financial year. This i,, a 
mu~'h larg-er sum than we eXpe-nded last v~ar 
and it i,s n largC'r sun1 t.han has "bee~ 
expcnd0d in any nrovious year. The nearest 
approach to it in previous years ~ATas tbn 
expenditure in one vear of the Denham 
Administration, whc•n they expended 
£3,600,000. That was in a year when m.oney 
was plcn~tiful, . and consequently they wero 
not restrrctcd m the same sense as we arc 
now. At the same time, works are more 

costly now, and to accomplish the work on 
which the Denham Administration spent 
£3,600.000, we should probably require over 
£5,000,000. That difficulty which face~ us 
hero is a difficulty which faces m·ery Govern­
ment in Australia, and probably of every 
country in the world. From a careful con­
sideration of the Financial Statement it will 
be seen that a statement of the particular 
railway lines we hope to concentrate upon, 
and other developmental works, such as water 
supply, soldier settlement, the financing of 
local bodi(~S, and so on, is set out.. Loans to 
loc:1! bodi0s haYe increased. The amount we 
ask for b.v way of appropriation is increased 
very considerably, as compared with last 
year .. and as corn,parcd vvith pre-,var years. 
The reason for that is that the local autho­
rity works have fallen into arrear through 
thC' necessitv of limiting the funds available 
to them. The same restrictions that have 
hcen placed on the Government in regard to 
the available loan money had to apply to tho 
loc:Ll authorities. With regard to the funds 
availahlo to-day, I have endeavoured to 
me"t them as far <>s possible, with the limited 
resources at our comrnand, by endeavouring 
to mcut all their reasonable requirements this 
year. 

Hon. vY. H. Bm,;Es: What about the 
Co1nmorn:vealth loan ? 

The PREMIER: One rea·,·Jn why we are 
able to do more than we otherwise would 
have })e-c'n il.blc to do is because the Con:.mon~ 
wealth is c·o-opcrating to son1c extent 1.vith 
the State GoYcrnrnent in advancing, or pro­
nlising to advance, son1c money to enable 
us to rnadc adYancos to local authorities for 
certain work~ thnt will g-ivf' emplo~~mcnt to 
th'' rcotumed soldiers and others. The Com­
nt.on\Yealth looked at it 1n a rPR'"onablc 
light, and h we made available £200,000, hut; 
they cast upon us the obligtttion of seeing 
that onlv reasonable works should bB 
fina need. · Tlwy cnst the responsibility upon 
ns of snpcryi;:;ing tlw expenditure, and sewing 
that the conditio11s "'lvhich they laid down are­
carried ont. \Ye arc rcsponsi"ble to th0 Con1-
11101lY, e:tlth for the redemption of the loan, 
and the payrr.cnt of interest upon it. The 
Cornrnon1vealth doPs not makn the loans tn 
rhe local anthorit-ics, but to the State 
Governn1ent. 

Hon. \V. H. BARXES: What are they 
charging? 

The PREMIER: We aro mpposed to pay 
them what it costs, and that is an unknown 
sum at the prc,.ent time. Whate·ver the loan 
costs the Commonwealth we are expecte-d to 
pay. 

Hon. \V. H. BARXES: You are charging 
5~ per cent. 

The PREMIER: We are charging 5!,. per 
cent. at the pre-,cnt time, The arrangement 
is one that gives us n1orc elasticity in deal­
ing with applications from local authorities, 
and loans for \Yorks are now being granted 
to the lotal uuthorities. It is a pity, I 
think, that we should have to limit the 
local authorities in any way, for most of the 
local authority schemcs-I spe•ak quite can­
clidlv-are schemes which arc reasonable, 
and' most of them are schemcs which are 
very ncccsc:~ry for the development of the 
local areas. and schemes that can be 
approved. In many cases, I have to admit, 
the ·w arks Department has to suggest altera­
tions to plans, or modifications, but the 
schemes themselves are sound, and there is 
not much danger in advancing money to 

Hon. E. G. Theorlore.] 
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local authorities to carry the schemes out. 
In speaking of local authorities I include 
harbour boards, the Metropolitan ·water and 
Sewerage Board, the local authorities, and 
others. It would be a good thing if we 
<Jould finance them up to their full require­
ments, but it is impossible to do that. Hon. 
members will understand that when I say 
the applications to th(l Government for loans 
t? local authorities aggregate at the present 
time about £1,750,000. That cannot all be 
advanced in one year, but we are picking 
out the most urgent and most important 
works and those that will give the most 
work, and financing the local authorities 
accordingly. 

The hon. member made an allusion to 
the suggestion that has been mooted that I 
am contemplating a visit to England. It is 
true that I am contemplating a visit to 
England, and the necessitY for that visit 
arish from. the fact that ·w.e shall shortly 
have to d>ecuss the necessity of further 
advances. It must be perfe·ctly obvious to 
anyone who takes any interest in these 
matters that the loan recently raised and 
tho arrangements made with the Common­
wealth. in neogard to financing the local 
a~Jthont1cs will not provide us with suffi­
ciei;t funds to carry on for any extended 
pcnod. It would never do to exhaust the 
exchequer and find it necessary to shut down 
on all public works. That would lead to 
disaster.. It is necessary to keep in close 
touch with the money market conditions on 
the other sid<J and inform ourselves as to 
what conditio_ns are operating there, with a 
v.ww to malnng the best arrangements pos­
sible for our future• financing. It is also 
necessary-~ mention this to the House, not 
that thc:·e IS any settled policy in regard to 
1t, but It is information of interest to the 
House as well as to the Government-it will 
be necessary to take up with the Imperial 
·Government the question of immigration 
The Imperial Government for some month~ 
past ha vo been in touch with the State 
G?vernments and the Dominion Governments 
with regard to the possibilitv of absorbino­
here. ex-service men from England unde~ 
conditions under which the Imperial Govern­
ment _help us to finance the proposal. It is 
very Important that we should give atten­
tion to that policy and ende•avour to formu­
late 'mnothing th3:t ~ill ?e of a·~vantage to 
the . State. And It Is with a new to dis­
cussmg .that a)so that I am at present con­
templatmg gomg to the other side. There 
are other matters, which it may be prema­
ture to make a .Public anno~ncement upon 
at th~ present time, that will engage my 
attcntwn over there, but later on I hope to 
maim a fuller statement. I do not think 
there is anyt11ing further I need state now. 
If there are any other matters on which 
bon. mombe_rs desire information, they might 
ask me durmg the course of their remarks. 

. JtoN. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba), who, on 
nsmg. was received with Opposition "Hear 
h~ars," said: I am sure we all followed 
with a great deal of interest the remarks 
of the Premier just now, and I think it is 
only nght that he should have furnished 
the C01m_nittoe with the particulars which 
he has given. It is perfectly certain, from 
the statement he has made this afternoon 
~Ith re:gard to the amount of money that 
IS reqmred for the next six weeks on loan 
aceount-I think he mentioned a sum 
ap12roximately amounting to £600,000-and 
<Owmg to the fact, as ·he stated, that the• 

[Hon. E. G. Theodore. 

estimated expenditure from Loan Fund for 
the financial year ending 30th June next 
will amount to £4,000,000-I think it is 
perfectly certain that the recently floated 
loan will not carry us very much beyond 
that particular period, because I remember 
that information was supplied at the end 
of December to the effect that the amount 
then available on Loan Account was about 
£700,000. That did not include the recently 
acquired loan in the old co11ntry; but the 
fact remains that if the expenditure is to 
continue at the rate it is now going on, 
then something will have• to be done to 
replenish very quickly the Loan Account, 
because it is certainly running perilously 
close to danger. I would like to ask the 
Premier, in connection with his visit to the 
old country, whether he• is going to take 
into consideration the question of the matur­
ing loans? I can well remember, when the 
hon. gentleman was on this side of the 
House, and when the late Gove•rnment had 
certain maturing loans, that he blamed us 
for not taking certain action and taking that 
certain action early. I find, upon reference 
to his own table, that in 1922 there is a 
maturing loan of £1,275,000, and then I 
find that in 1920 and 1925-the time being 
optional-there are loans maturing amount­
ing to £11,728,000. And it is tlp to the 
Treasurer to tell us what the attitude of 
the Government is going to be in connection 
with those particular loans. The Treasure•r 
will shortly have some idea as to whether 
his financial advisers in the old country­
the Bank of England, I presume-through 
the Agent-General, have any information 
as to what the prospects are for money­
whether money is likely to be clearer or 
cheaper. Such a matter is so very important 
to this House that the Treasurer ought to 
furnish us with all the particulars possible 
in that particular regard. It is perfectly 
certain, if we can judge by some of the 
answers given by the Premier lately, that 
he himself views the position of the finances 
with some alarm. I think he· said it was 
the duty of all parties to assist at the 
present time by serving the interests of the 
State as [ar as possible from the financial 

side. My leader very properly 
[4 p.m.] sugge·sted that the getting of the 

fullest information from the 
Treasurer would be a matter which would 
assist in that particular direction. But it 
is very certain, from some of the answers 
which have been given to the unemployed, 
that the hon. ge•ntleman himself, from a. 
statement he made here this afternoon in 
connection with his contemplated visit to 
the old country, is anxious as to the future. 
Now, I think he ought to take us into his 
confidence as to what his advisers l>.ave said 
in connection with the prospects of getting 
more mone-y, because it is perfectly certain 
that unless we can get more money there 
is going to be stagnation . 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Did you 
ever give that information when you were 
Treasurer? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES : I was always a 
most obliging Treasurer, and always supplied 
any reasonable information that the Opposi­
tion at that time were seeking. (Government 
laughter.) But the fact does remain that 
the Government ought, under the peculiar 
circumstances of t.he State, and bearing in 
mind that their financial administration from 
ordinary revenue and expenditure has been 
an administration which has indicated-if I 



Supply. [14 JANUARY.] Supply. 2199 

may say it-want of ability, that we ought 
to receive from them: this afternoon all the 
information possible. Now, it will bo very 
·satisfactory to us to learn from the Treasurer 
as to how long he will be away. It will be 
satisfactory to learn from him if he thinks 
that the increased taxation which is pro­
posed in these taxation proposals which have 
been laid before the House will be a barrier 
to his obtaining rnoncy in the old country : 
because I take it that these heavy loads that 
are going to be put on will have an effect 
·of limiting the supply of money which can 
be obtained in the old country. I think 
this afternoon the Treasurer ought to give 
us in formation along those particular lines. 
I can well remember, when I was Treasurer, 
the policy always was to consult our advisers 
in the old country as to what the prospects 
were. I want particularly to point out that 
the Treasurer himself drew attention the 
other day to tho fact that the ·different 
'States and the different people who were 
borrowing money had to take their turn. 
He was quite right in making that state­
ment. It is not always convenient even for 
big institutions such as t.he Bank of England 
to allow any State to just step on to the 
London money market at its own sweet will. 
He is quite right in stating that the oppor­
tunities for borrowing are arranged for by 
the Bank of England. Now, I want to know 
if he can furnish the Committee with any 
idea as to when we come next. For instance, 
it may be that New South Wales are going 
on the London money market, or that Vic­
toria or some of the other States are going 
on the market. It always takes time to 
float a loan. I want to ask the Treasurer 
if he has any information as to when Queens­
land's turn will come next; because he him­
self touched the point which is vital to the 
·community-namely, that if there is a stop­
page of moneys it will limit the employment 
of men. And it must further be borne in 
mind that we have got to the high-water 
mark of expenditure from the borrowing 
point of view. It is a case of more and more 
and more, and apparently the Premier him­
self is not able to satisfy the unemployed at 
this particular juncture. They claim that he 
is not doing all that he s}J.Ould do. There­
fore, if by any means he found himself up 
against a difficulty which indicated he could 
not borrow any more, the position would be 
-exceedingly acute, and I am quite prepared 
to admit with him that it would mean unem­
ployment in this State. Leaving the loan 
expenditure for the time being, I want also to 
draw the attention of the Treasurer to the 
continued increased expenditure from 
revenue. The Treasurer, in the Budget which 
he recently issued, spoke of exercising cau­
tion and care, and seeing that extravagancE' 
was a thing of the past, I want to ask if, 
during the last six months, the returns 
which we have had before us from month 
to month indicate that there is a slackening 
in that particular regard? 

The PREsiiER : It may indicate an increased 
-expenditm·e, but not extravagance. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: That is the wav 
·in which the Treasurer always flatte1;s 
himself. 

The PREMIER: Let me give you one item. 
In the last six months in the Railway Depart­
nu:mt an award has increased thf' sab1ries 
bv .£200,000 per annum. You would not call 
ichat extravagance? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: No, I am not 
dealing with that at all. I -do not say it is. 
I do say, touching on the railways, that it is 
a significant fact that, notwithstanding the 
last information revealed the fact that fewer 
train miles at that time were run-I -do not 
say it is so now-the number of men in the 
employment of the department was very 
much gTPater than formerly. Am I not right 
ill coming to this conclusion, that the Govern­
ment in a certain direction are not adopting 
business methods in connection with the 
manag-ement of the railways? It does seem 
to me that the only way ill which the Govern­
ment can, at any time, succeed in connection 
\vith their n1anagement, is when they are 
able to lav hold of stuff which is very 
much cheaper than that which the private 
individual can lay hold off. When they 
have to compote on even terms, they hope­
ll'sslv fail. Is it not a fact that there is 
anoilwr thing operating in connection with 
the railwavs? A little while ago the excuse 
was that the constant failure in connection 
with the locomotives was due to the water. 
I am prepared to admit the expert said that 
that was the reason. Ask anyone who travels 
by train what is the position to-day. It is 
patent to everybody that the rolling-stock is 
in an unsatlsfactory condition, and son1e of 
the carriages are 1;eally a disgrace to those 
vYho have to deal with them. Getting back 
to revenue and expenditure, the question 
does arise that, as a matter of fact, there is 
goirw on that which indicates some want of 
cont;ol. Then might I remind the hon. 
gentleman this' afternoon we are quite right 
in getting all the information we can at this 
particular period bv reason of the fact that, 
notwithstanding thoro has been such an 
increased amount of expenditure, the Trea­
surer himself has been getting from the 
public a vorv large amount of increased 
revenue. It seems "almost incredible that in 
the vc>ars which have passed since 1914-15, 
not takino- into consideration the provision 
,,. hi eh the hTreasurer is making by increased 
taxation, that there is increased taxation 
amounting- to over £2,000.000 in that very 
short period. Just imagine that since 1914-
15 the bur·den which has been laid upon the 
people. assuming that the proposals will go 
through. will be a burden by the t;m-d of the 
financial yertr of over £3,000,000 m connec­
tion with direct taxation. Yet, If that were 
Q·oing: to he the final burden. one could 
understand it, but, apparently, it is not. If 
we could believe that these proposals of 
increased taxntion were going to be the means 
of making the finances\ balance, w~ 1ni~ht 
sav it is an awful thing. but there 1s gmng 
to. be an end of it. But what hope have we, 
judging by our experience of the financial 
administration of the past, that the Treasurer 
is going to succeei!? The real se~ret .of. the 
tro11 ble is that the Treasurer and his Mm1stry 
and partv are dominated by these outsi4e 
people who insist again and al"am that their 
behests are going to be obeyC'd. 

Mr. CARTER: Oh, nonsense ! 

Ho:<~. W. H. BARC'\ES : Th(' hon. member 
for Port Curtis knows how true it is. It 
would be quite a ren'lation if he hon. 
member would take us into his confidence, 
and let us know what he knows in connection 
with some of those debates which have taken 
place in caucus in connection with this 
particular matter. Might I draw the atten· 
tion of the Treasurer to ancther position? 
Surdv. in connection with L1e railways he 
must· feel that the position is an alarming 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 
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one. Mig·ht I remind the Committee that 
whilst in 1914-15 the returns" ere £3 16s. ?d.: 
durinf[ the financial year 1918-19 they wore 
only 13s. 9cl. 

The PRE)!IEH: The .same situation exists in 
every State in Australia. 

HoN. \V. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle­
man is wrong in making that statement. Ho 
may, to some extent, be right, but when he 
takes the comparison that has to he made 
between this Statf) and other Statt~) he \Vi1l 
f-ind it very rnuch against Quecusla nd, and 
he knows that. As a matter of fact, the 
ho11. gentlP1nan kno1:v.s, as far as Queensland 
is couc• rnecl. that it holds the record in two 
Dl' three din'ctione. Ono is-and the hon. 
gl~ntlunau IYill forgi\YO 1ne for saying it­
for L('ing about tlKl worst mana~ed State 
in ihc Commonwealth. It hold~ another 
record, that its railways are gradually going 
fron1 bad to worsn as far as the return upon 
invc · tment is conc,•rned. Then it holds 
another record, and that is that it is the most 
heavily taxed of a 11 the Statv>. DoPs the 
hon. gentlcrnan deny that.? 

The PREMIER: It holds the rrcorc! of having 
the taxation imposed upon proper Bhoulders. 

.Hox. W .. H. BAR::\'ES : The hon. gentle­
man 1s trymg to s1do-track it. It not only 
holds the record in that particular direction, 
but. as the hon. 111Cn1bcr for J\1irani savs, it 
holds the record fu1· strike.. One ,\·ould 
have thought when the old Liberal Govern­
n?c:nt \\"C'l't' h:-,rc thc:v mi,ght h8YC been rcspon­
SJb!e for stnkcs, but \Yhen you look up and 
see what has reallY been the result of the 
!__,abour q-overnnu:nfs ucln1ini~tratiun I say it 
1s appalhng. I ~::n~pect that the strikes havo 
h:ca largely accentuated a-:1d added to bv 

of the fact that the Government thcffi-
1_1~vc• n1ade it easy for the strikers. 

h "d lthnn to tlwt. theY have a. record for 
u:Jemplo~'ntcnt.. Tt i.:: 0x~ccdingly jntercsting 
(c, llle to find, fu·st of all. the Minister for 
B·1ihYa:'>T. hcing intcrvieiY-cd and then the 
Trf':-~ur r hC'ilJg' intcryic\VP·d--or rather 
nttr'lnpts n1ade often to intl~rv18w the Treu-
SHTf'r. ~onlf how or oth0r either the police 
prcyc.nt or the Trea.surer is out. 

'Thn PHEJ\fJER: I ah".-a.ys give thotn a rcason­
nh1f' ];caring·. 

Hox. v~. II. HAR:'.J:ES: I;Vh, n they happen 
to calch the Tr0as11rcr thev get a reasonable 
hearing-, bnt the difficulty is (n catching him. 

The PRE}TIEJ; intcrj eckd. 

Hox. W. H. BARXES: Might I remind 
the Tt·ca~lH'CY thnt up in the ~orth, where 
it thought Labour hn.d full swav and 
a 11 friP~ecls of the Trc<;SlHCr w.-,re sup-
pc-J:d to hvc, thr>y }Jave sai(1 o\-t)r nJJd OYer 
agam that they hiid hud a Mini,tcr f<Jr P11l1lic 
\Y .. orks \Yho \Yas prPparr·d to listPn to them 
-and giyc th0m a reasor_ 1 bl\' hf'nrinr:r find 
thP'~ arc sighing· for the fle;.;hpots of 'Egypt 

Tho PnE}flER: If anYbodv said that they 
would not l1c saying the tri1th. 

Hox. \Y. H. BA RNES: I wonld admit 
thcv \P•rP actuall0- stating tlw truth. Before 
I sit down this afternoon I \YDnt to a$k the 
Tr(~asnrer if hP ha" given any further attPn­
tion. to t~1c Auditor:General'~ report? The 
Aud1tor-lxeneral agam and again has drawn 
attention to the position in which Queensland 
lo. I want. to ask would tlw Auditor-General 
for tho sake of doing it, draw at.tPntion t~ 

[lion. W. H. Barnes. 

that? Does he not regard it as a dutc- to• 
thi.s House, whos<• senant he i< '' I want to 
know iR the Trca:=:urcr giving consideration 
to the warning which the Auditor-General 
has given' It might be that when the Trea­
surer gets to the old country it 1night be 
found that lw was deserting the ship. 

The PREoiiEn: You \Yill find that the 
'Treasurer is all right. 

Hox. \V. H. B.\R.?\ES: 1 do Eot \vish t.ho 
hou. gcntlernan any harrn. After he goes to 
Eng·land, when he comes back to Queensland, 
I '.YOl11d not be surprised to fmd that he ha.< 
an enlarged vision of things, and he will be a 
nntrh wiser and saner man than he is to-da:;r. 
I believe the associations he will meet with 
in England will be for his good. I do not 
know whether the hon. gentleman will wear 
a lwlltoppcr or not in England. It would 
h:' interc>stlng- to havt: a ca .. mcra, ,,o that if 
there is a. belltopper worn we may have the 
edification of seeing a picture of the hon. 
gC'ntlcnuul "\Yith one. 

A GovERXMEXT ME:IIBER: What about your 
bclltopper? 

HoN. \Y. H. BARNES: I will be pleased 
to l<:nd lnirw to thf' rrreasurcr if it is big 
f'nonvh. (Laup;hter.) \Vc hPurd of a dis­
tinguished statesman whose hat at one time 
mea nrPd 7!J, but as soon as he got into· 
offic<' it "~"' necossarv to get a 7~ hat. I 
"'n afrai~l that appli0s to the hon. gentleman: 
tlnt mig·ht be the reason whv mv hat "·onld 
not suitchim. (Laughter.) PiLtting jcstinv, on 
nPn .~~de, I snggt'-t to thr' hon. ge11tlcrnan in 
2.!! StTiou~nrss that thr position of tho 
finances in Qurensland is very seriouR. I 
s:1 v that in all ea rnc ·:tneflS. The• hon. gentle­
llJ ~ n must knov.- th(Jt from his Trust Fund3, 
his Loan Account, and his R.evenue Account. 
He must know that there are deficienciee on 
.{l .. C'C'OUflt of ]o.'1TIS that al'f' accurnuJ:-.ting. rrhcy 
havP bc0n arrnmulat.ing fron'l yra-r to year, 
and thcv h-,yc not been dealt with yet. The 
hnn .. ~!,P;;tle"'1ttn mu-::t know that thA position, 
so far a~ Queensland is concerned, is abso­
lut·,lv acute. It is not re bit of use th{' Premier 
h·~·iJi?· to make the people of Que0nslancl 
bPlirv0 thnt he hn~ so 1nanaged thf> affairs 
of Onr·,mland that th",- nre sa.t',facton·. 
NDhvith"tanding an incrcas0d TrYenue of 
£2,200.000, npproximat.Pl:L since 1914-15, the 
et ate of Que 'nsland financi allv is in an a.bso­
lutclv had wav. I want to ask the Trea.sure1· 
if hC \Yi!l ."r'< in tlw interc:o-ts of this gr0at 
Staff' .. if sDnlr inlproYPlnPnt cannot be n1ade, 
and if he will set himself the task of trying 
to a dju<t things in a "a.y which will not he 
rmtting a further hnrden upon the people 
in the way he is doing, and which will not 
hP rcpnriiating contrnds. as he~ proposes to 
do in his Financial Statement 9 No doubt, 
!hat will hurnr up against him in the old 
rount.n·. I hope the TrP<lsurcr ~\ill undf'r­
si,ond the po-;ition, and deal \vith it in a. 
wav that \Yill show that he is a statesman. 
h 'he prcpan•d to do that kiwi of thing? 
If he is, then he will cam the thanks of 
Qucemland. AftN all, the> Government of a 
conntrv i~; YrrY 1nuch like a big- business, 
and yOu canno.t go on sho,ving deficits :ve.ar 
after vt?ar. If vou continue to have dcficJts 
in a .busine -; ~r in thC' GovBrnmcnt of a 
countrv. it will onh· bring in its \vake the 
ruin of the counti·v and the community 
~~ 'l1C'rally. " 

The PRE~IIER: The Philp Government had 
deficits for year after year. 
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Ho". W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle­
man knows that for eight or nine yea.rs 
ther~~ \Vere suect~s,,,ivc surpluses. The hon. 
gentleman kno\h that he himself issued a. 
eircular just before the election drawing 
attention to deficiencies which took place 
under a forn1,,-,r Govcrrunent amounting to 
£415.000 in four years. In spite of cthat 
circular we know that in the last three or 
four voars the total deftciencies of the ]>re­
sent Government a.mount to something like 
£850,000. The hon. gentleman can hold up 
the old Government a.s a mode·] in being 
able to nH,mage the affairs of the country 
much bcttccr than he is doing. 

~1r. GILDAY: How did they do it? By 
sweating the public servants. 

Hoc;. \Y. H. BARNES: That is not true. 

~lr. Gn.DAY: It is quite true. 

HoN. IY. IT. BARNES: The hon. gentle­
man knows that the ya]uc of monev in 1914 
was much hcttcr than it is to-do.y." 

Mr. Gn.D.\Y: What did you do in 1902? 

H0;\1. \V. H. BAR1'\ES: I was not in office. 

Mr. GJ!.D\Y: You paid the railwav men 
4s. 6d. a rlay, and then put a poll tax "of 10s. 
a head on all of them. 

::Ylr. C>.RTER: ·scandalous! Scandalous! 

Hox. \Y. II. B~\R:\"ES: :!'.light I draw the 
hon. gt•ntlE;~nan's atteHtion to this, that in 
1902 there wa~ a, tn~uKndons 8hrinkago of 
~·e,Tcnue. while to-da,y the rL;\Tonue is increas­
Illg. 

Tlcc hell indicated t'1at the hon. gentle­
n1a.n's tiu1o had expired. 

. Mr. MACART:\IEY: Before tho question 
IS pnt, I would hke to offer a few remarks. 
Tho hon. memb<'r for Bulimba had not quite 
flnislH•d his speech. That is no fault of 
yours, Mr. Smith, but because his time 
nxpircd owing to the time limit fixed by the 
Standing Orders. 

The PHE)TfEH: Iie \Vas more moderate 
to-cl 1y than he usually is. 

J\J:r. MACART:\IEY: The hon. member for 
Bulimba was referring to the compariso.n 
which was made between 1902 and the pre­
sent day. Tho hon. member for Brisbane 
interjected, and thoro were also interjections 
from the hon. members for Port Curtis and 
Ithaca regarding 1902. As a matter of fact 
the conditions of things in 1902 was absolutely 
the rcYorso of the conditions which have 
obtained during tho last four years. There 
was a period of f111ancial crisis in 1902 and 
the railway revenue, in fact, all bra~ches 
of reYenuo, by reason of tho condition of the 
country, was shrinking. vYe know that sm·ere 
droughts existed in the countrv and the 
reYcuue \V~s going do\vn frorn yC~r to year. 
But that 1s not the case so far as the last 
year or bvo is concerned, because we know 
that the . rcvem!o of the. country has been 
steadily mcreasmg. It 1s quite truo that 
within the last two or three years the revenue 
of the country did not increase in certain 
directions. It did not increase in directions 
which would indicate an expansion. But, 
by reC<son of the taxation which has been 
imposed, the revenue of Queensland has been 
mcreasmg, and the position to-day is not 
due to a decrease in revenue, so much as it 
1s due to actual extravagant expenditure. 

The PREMIER: Not extravagant but 
unavoidable expenditure. ' 

~h. MACARTNEY: The hen. member 
for Ithaca makes an extravagant suggestion 
when he says that the revenue in 1902 was 
taken from the unfortunate men who only 
got 4s. 6d. a day. 

~Ir. GILDAY: It was done and you must 
admit it. You can't deny it.' 

Mr. I\TACARTNEY: That was not the 
po_sition at all. Any man receiving under 
£o0 was not supposed to oontributo anything, 
ftnd th_ere was an actual power given to the 
Comnnsswncr of Income Tax to give relief 
m any case of hardship. So it is not a 
correct statement that the hon. gentleman 
makes. I think we might deal with these 
things in something like a roo.sonable and 
fan· wa:·. I do not know that it is wise to 
<'ongratulAte anyone novvadays, but I am pre­
pared to say that the Treasurer has done a 
\Visc t_hing i:t taki~g the :r:eoplC of Queen~­
land mto h1s confidence m regard to !us 
de.parturo for England and the reason for 
it. The mystery that 'has always attended 
the departure of the Premier for the last 
vc'r or two has been of a mo.st unsatisfac­
tory chctractcr, and the fact that the hon. 
gentleman i ,, adoptirw a somewhat different 
course is likely to givde a groat deal of satis­
faction. I regret that the hon. gentleman 
Js go111g away. I wished that he could 
send the Tn asurer. and remain here to look 
afte1· the affairs of Government himself as 
the responsible head of the Goven1m~nt. 'but 
as he jg the Treasurer and the Pr~mi8r as 
well. thoro is considerable difficultv in the 
way of doing that. Thoro is no doubt. as the 
holl. gcntlernan 110inted out this afternoon 
that there is business to be done in England: 
and It 3s bus1ncss that requires a certain 
amount of consideration. \Vhethe1• that busi­
"'"'S can best bo done by thE' Premier going 
homo to attend to it, or whether it can be 
best left in the hands of tho Agent-General, 
I am not now prepared to say. At any rate, 
I welcome the candid statement of the hon. 
gentleman regarding his intentions to visit 
th0 old country. The hon. gentleman has 
not RTven us ver~,y wide inforn1ation in regard 
to the loan which was reccntlv floated in 
Lonr1on. A pam:;:mph appears in the Finan­
cra 1 Sta ten10nt vvhich gives a certain amount 
of information regarding- the flotation of 
that loan. but it has not given us all the 
information we would like. \Ve must only 
come to the conclusion that Queensland has 
not been as succocsful as ~.\'ow South \Vales 
on the loan market. New South \Vales 
recently got a loan floated in London under 
much more favourable terms than Queens­
land, although, perhaps tho loan was not 
subscribed · o largely by' largo or small sub­
scn ptions, as was our case. Qnf't:nsland has 
not been much more fortunate than ot.her 
places seeking loans in London. In a loading 
journal I rea.d that an obscure place like 
Liberia, a nigger State in Africa. succeeded 
in obtaining· a loan on the London market 
0n as favourable terms as Queensland. 

The PRE)!TER: \Vas that loan not guaran­
tee<l by the Imperial Government? 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Yes, but they suc­
ceeded in obtaining a loan on as favourable 
terms as Queensland. If we have to get 
loans, and loans are necessary, then it is 
the wish of all parties that Ke should get 
those loans on t;he most beneficial terms. 
I congratulate hon. members opposite on 
their admission that these loans are required 
for the development of Queensland. They 

Mr. Macwrtney.] 
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were not always in favour of loans, but now 
they are going to the opposite extreme. 
Members opposite are a·dopting a policy 
which is contrary to the one previously 
adopted by their party, and t.hey are now 
going the whole hog. The question now 
before us is that £600,000 of loan money is 
required for six weeks. If we reckon that 
up we will find that that amounts to 
£5,000,000 a year. That amount is asked for 
before the financial proposals .of the Govern­
ment have been adopted. It looks as if the 
Government are prepared to come along with 
these proposals with the idea that Parlia­
ment will adopt anything they like to put 
before it. I think that the Government are 
called upon to make some reasonable pro­
vision for the unemployed. No man with 
humanitarian ideas can suggest that the un­
employed are to be allowed to swelter in 
their condition of want while other people 
are proceeding in a position of comfort. I 
ask the Government to consider from what 
cause the unemployment arises. Let them 
take that into consideration. Why should 
we in Queensland have so much unemploy­
ment when the fmanccs have been so buoyant 
as they have been for the last four or five 
years'! That needs an explanation. The 
Gov.ernment have been spending more money 
durmg the last three or four years than 
has been spent before in the history of the 
State. They have received more money by 
way of revenue. What is the reason that 
there are so many unemployed under such 
conditions? During the period of the war 
we received greater prices for Queensland 
products, and our production has boon more 
justified and consequently greater than ever. 
We realise also that, owing to the financial 
rr;anagement of the Commonwealth affairs, 
there has been a greater circulation of monev 
in this country. Yet we have unemployed'. 
What is the explanation of it? In some 
directions we see that enterprise which 
hii;herto has been current in Queensland has 
been interfered with in eome way or other, 
and because of that those men have come on 
the labour market. I am prepared to admit 
that drought may account for the unemploy­
ment of some, but it does not account for the 
great volume of unemployment we have. 
Later on, I will be able to show 
that the unemployment in Queensland is 
due to the stagnation in private enterprise 
broug:ht about by the unreasonable and heavy 
taxatwn of the Government, and the heavy 
expenditure indulged in by the Government 
at a time when t,he country should have been 
economical. In Queensland things are not 
going ahead as they should do, and that is 
the reason that so much unemployment is 
here. I would like the Treasurer to look 
into the causes of unemployment and the 
causes of stagnation of enterprise, with the 
view of curing it, by removing the cause 
rather than by accentuating the position by 
imposing heavy and unnecessary taxation. 

I do not wish to take up any 
[4.30 p.m.] more time. but I should like to 

endorse what the hon. member 
for Bulimba said in regard to the rolling 
stock of the State. We have on the front 
Government bench a gentleman who saw 
vast impropriety in the expenditure in the 
Railway Department at one time, and who 
indicated that he could make a saving of 
something like £250,000 a year. That hon. 
gentleman occupied a position on the Com­
mission which went fully into the affairs of 
the Railway Department, and I am sorry to 
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say that, notwithstanding the recommenda­
tions of that Commission, t.he things that 
the hon. gentleman complained of are worse 
to-day in the railway administration than 
they were then. You will meet men in 
various parts of the State who won't hesi­
tate to tell you that the railways are largely 
overmanned in certain directions. You will 
meet men who will tell you that the condi­
tion of the engines in the Railway Depart­
ment and of the general rolling stock is such 
that if same were taken into account for 
the purpose of arriving at depreciation or 
a balance-sheet, we would find ourselves a 
couple of millions behind because of the 
amount that would be necessary to put that 
rolling stock into good condition. These are 
not things that appear on the surface, but 
they are very serious matters in connection 
with t.he financial position of the State. With 
the hon. member for Bulimba, I desire to 
thank the Treasurer for giving us the 
further information he has, and I assure 
him that if he will continue to take us into 
his confidence and give us that information 
we ought to got in connection with the fin­
ances of the State, he will find that he will 
get the aesistance of this side of the House 
rathf'r than otherwise. The condition of the 
State is such that all parties &hould unite 
in trying to get the State out of the quag­
mire that the present Administration has 
allowed it to get into. The Treasurer has 
put a very good face on the condition of 
Queensland for some time paet, but if we 
could only get to the back of his head we 
would find that he realises the seriousness 
of the position. 

The PREMIER : I do not ignore the serious­
ness of it, but I do repudiate any suggestion 
that the Administration were responsible. 

Mr. MACARTJ'\EY: The hon. gentleman 
cannot get away from the fact. It is all 
yery well to say that the a·dministration 
cannot be r·csponsible for it, but every act 
of the administration has tendc'd in that 
direction. They have handed over the affairs 
of the Public Service to an outside power, 
and that act alone is responsible to some 
extent for the condition of the State finances. 
I sav that, no matter what face the hon, 
gentfon1an puts upon it, if we could only 
get to the back of his head, ho wotild be 
found to admit and agree with the serious­
ness of the position as it is from time to 
time described by this side of the House. 
You will find phrase after phrase in " Han­
sard" in each successive year showing that 
this eide of the House were pointing out 
where things were drifting to, and the 
results which are to be seen to-day only go 
to show that those warnings were sincere. 
honest, and true when they were given. I 
trust the hon. R"entleman will come down 
from that platform of obstinate denial as to 
the serious position which the finances of the 
State are in and endeavour to attack the 
causes of the' trouble. and bring the position 
more in that direction in which it ought 
to bo. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett) : I fool in all 
seriousness the financial condition of Queens­
land, which, in common with the other States 
of Australia, is j ast coming through the 
effects of the great war. But we must 
remember that not one penny of the revenue 
of this State went towards the prosecution 
of the war, and yet we find ourselves in 
the financial position we arB in, notwithstand­
ing the increased taxation we have had-that 
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every means of taxation has been seized by 
the present Government to try to bring about 
inoreas-:~d revenue so that they may have 
somothmg more to squander-wo find our­
solves in a deplorable position. The total 
expenditure in the State of Queensland for 
the last twelve months amount" to something 
like £14,000,000 sterling, and yet we have 
throughout the State a greater amount of 
unemployment than ever before. \Ve must 
remember, too, that this State will be called 
upon to fulfil! its dutv towards that taxation 
that is essential to- find money for the 
·expenses of the war. 

A GOVERNMENT ::'viEMBER: " Pay up, and 
look cheerful." 

::'vir. CORSER: The unfortunate part about 
this paying up and looking cheerfnl is that 
most of us who are on the land have to 
borrow to pay our land tax, and also our 
State and F10deral income tax; so that it 
is not too cheerful a state of affairs. 

Mr. COLLINS : They cannot be in too bad 
a position if they are paying both State and 
Federal income tax. 

Mr. CORSER: They have to borrow to 
pay it. 

'Mr. DuNSTAN: If they did not have the 
. income, they would not have to pay the tax. 

Mr. CORSER: That is where our friends 
are wrong. Any persons who assessed their 
stock a little time ago for the Federal or 
.State income will be paying on the assess­
ment of stock that are dead to-·day. I am 
<:>ne of those unfortunate indi' iduals, and 
most people who come from the country 
-districts are in that position to-day, and they 
will haYe to continue to pay it. The extra­
ordinary revelation of the Minister to-day 
shows that he is asking for about £600,000 
Loan Fund for a few we·eks of this appropria­
tion. It shows that approximately £4,800,000 
or nearly £5,000,000 Loan Fund is to be 
expended ·during this financial year, and if 
the expenditure is to he on a par with the 
Dxpenditure of the last few months it will 
be unbearable. £4,800,000 from Loan Funds 
in one year; and continued increased unem­
ployment and strife in our industries. 

Mr. BRENNAN: Whose fault is that? 

Mr. CORSER: 'I'he fault of the Govern­
ment; certainly not the fault of the Oppo­
sition. The fault of the administration that 
was going to bring about Utopia in this 
Queensland of ours. And with this tremen­
dous increase from Loan Fund, I ask city 
or country electors' representatives are their 
particular districts benefiting thereby? What 
district is benefiting by this huge expendi­
ture'! \Ve would expect to see huge railway 
-developments, huge d·ovelopments of our 
resources and industries. But we cannot see 
them. Railways are started in every direc­
tion-some have been started for four years, 
and not five chains of rails have been laid, 
and at the head of many of these railways 
you will find miles and miles of steel rails 
lying there rusting with sleepers alongside­
no attempt being made to lay them. Yet the 
Minister for Railways will tell us from time 
to time he has no steel rails. 

Mr. BRENNAN: Where are those steel rails 
cthat you speak of? 

Mr. CORSER : On practically all of the 
railway constructions. 

Mr. BRENNAN: Give us s-ome concrete cas-es. 

Mr. CORSER : You will find those steel 
rails waiting for some magic wand to say 
that this work must be procee•ded with. 
Previous Governments did not spend more 
than .£2,000,000 a year from Loan Funds. 
This Government is approaching this year 
£5,000,000. I claim, if that increase was 
nec,•c;sary, it was necessary in this direc­
tion : a million or two should have been 
appropriated, and a fund formed so that 
our struggling settlers who have given the 
best of their lives on the land could be 
relieved from the deplorable condition the•y 
are in through the drought and loss of stock. 
Nobody could then complain about the tre­
mendous amount of money that is being 
spent this year from Loan Funds. 

Mr. BRENNAN : What did you do in 1902 
regarding assistance? 

Mr. CORSER: There was one• thing we 
did not do-increase the freights and fares. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Oh, yes, you did! And you 
put a poll tax on top of it. 

Mr. CORSER: We did no.t increase the 
freights and fares to the man in the country 
who had lost his all; and, what is further, 
we made concessions to those• who wanted 
it on those occasions and gave them assist­
ance, similar as;;istance to which has never 
been given since . 

A GovERNThiENT MEMBER : Where? 
::\1r. CORSER: Reid's Creek, for a start. 

Thc·re were men who did not have a penny 
in their pockets who were put on the land, 
with an overseer over them, and £300 
advanced to thorn. And if we did wrong 
on those occasions-not we, but the Govern­
ment in power at that time; I was not in 
the· Government--

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Did you do anything from 1902 to 1914? 

Mr. CORSER: Nothing like what the 
present Opposition are going to do after the 
next election. (Government laughter.) 
:Many of those people who were supported 
by tho late Premier, Mr. Ryan, in 1902 have 
been responsible for a lot of the conditions, 
but that is no excuse for the present Govern­
ment being even worse than they were. 

The· Treasurer refers to his trip to the old 
country, and claims that one of the reasons 
is to arrange for the immigration which the 
Government hope will come about-that is, 
to settle Imperial soldiers on the land in 
Queensland. At an early period of the war, 
Sir Rider Haggard came to Australia and 
received from this present Government an 
offer of 1,000,000 acres of our land on which 
to settle the Imperial soldiers. When they 
ma.de that promise they were not giving 
anything; the lands b<Jionged to the Crown, 
and they were giving them on condition 
that they would be financed from the other 
si.de. Years ago we had all that informa­
tion, so what is the· use of the Treasurer 
giving it no\v as his reason for going home? 

The PRE~IIER : Sir Rider Haggard was not 
acting officially for the Imperial Government. 

Mr. CORSER: He was acting officially 
for the Imperial Government. 

The PRE)JIEil: No, he was not. 
Mr. CORSER : And you made use of the 

statement that you offe•red to the Imperial 
Government, through S'ir Rider Haggard, 
1,000,000 acres of land on which to settle 
Imperial soldiers--

The PREMIER : Sir Rider Haggard was not 
representing the Imperial Government. 

1Jf r. Corser.] 
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Mr. CORSER: He was representing that 
branch of it that had the care of the soldiers. 

The PRE;mER : He was a delegate of the 
Colonial Institute-I received him here as 
Acting Premier. 

Mr. CORSER: And he received a promise 
from the Queensland Government of 1,000,000 
acres of laud on behalf of the soldiers who 
wished to come here. The Imperial Govern­
ment took it up with one exce•ption, but 
they did not encourage their farming 
community to come here. 

'l'he PRE"IIER : You are not fully informed. 

~.lr. CORSER: They were not going to 
cncou1·age the sending a"\-Y:Ly of their rura.l 
popu~atiun, but were going to encourage 
tlu~u1 to ;;;tay in their own land. One private 

in Hhod<•si a oficred 500,000 acres of 
territury under cxactl v the sauH~ condi­

tiot". oO tluit thu Qut ensinnd Goymnment 
hn Yf' not done YCT\ rnuch. Before the 
Pretnier need u·o hc;rnc tu see ho"' · he js 
goiLg to rnako ~,the best offer for sett ling 
Imperial -oldiers on the land let him first 
:--c~rle hi1nsc1f to the task of dojng son1ethlng 
l1!ore for our lads that are here. Let us 
f:·,·:::t clean U.!.J our 0\YH hoUS0 i.n that regard. 
LPt us ;-;er.· that onr AustraJ]an soldjerc-, and 
our ()tl<'C'nsland ~5oldicr-; in fJarticuh:r, arc 

cat"re.J fot bcfore 1vc und(-~rtakP the 
1,000,000 acres of land by 

:1lr. Bm:};XA": \Yhat has I-Iughcs done for 
the :-,nldi·:-rs '? 

Sk ('OHSEl{: 1-lc has douo that much 
t!Jnt the\· rl'lnrnctl him at the la t Fe ·]era! 
e1c'etion:-.·. 

Mr. KIRWAX: lie cficrcd them an I 0 'G. 

JYh. COHSER: You owo Hughcs a lot 
ilnyhow_ I fiHd that ywr hi ad of the popula­
tion our loan expenditure is increasing Yery 
con,idcrahly. Our expenditure per head of 
the popnlation thi,; lu't year was £13 16s. 2d .. 
and not one per:nv has been appropriated 
town1 Js a f-'inking- fund. Let 111c ag-ain refer 
to this little hibl0. and we rnust rcrnernbor 
that this is supposed to have been the policy 
nf the Dcnharn Govcrnn1ent. 

~lr. KmwA" : \Vbat are you quoting from? 

i\1r. CORSER: The " little red book." 
::Ylr. KIRWAX: \Yhat is the name of it? 

Mr. COJ{SEH: The Labour party's lJible. 
1Ir. KIRWAX: That is not the name of it. 

:>Ir. COR~ER: "What the Labour Plat-
form mean'.'' and quoted from the platform 
and fr01n PYerv kcros.ene box hv the Labour 
nlPlnlx'r~ duri-;;~!" the 1915 Plcction, and on 
rbo~e 11rorni:::f'S thc\y Wf're rcturn~d to power. 

C\Ir. Km WAX : vV 0 were returned again in 
1918 with <'n iHcren~cd lnajori.t~~. 

Mr. COH;-)ER: And will be turned out 
a~ain next Vf'ar. Thev were not returned at 
th0 Federal' {'lections. · 

:\Ir. Km wAN: It is sufficient to shake hands 
with tiw devil whc n c·ou meet him. 

The CH AIRMAN : Order ! 

:\Ir. CORSEH : Let the hon. member listen 
to this~ 

··It is c-bsolutelv essential that some­
thing- should be done to put an end to a 
situation 'O crushingly oppressive. If 
the working- class coql.d realise how they 
arA robbed bv the institution known as 
the public debt there would bo an outcry 
ag-ain~t further borro\ving from one end 
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of tho country to the other, and state 
men would find it imperative to devise 
means ef extinguishing the debt, and 
terminating the folly of continuous­
int.erc::~t paying." 

J.'\oy~· v·.re have got a very nice spectacle to­
clav. \Vhcn that statement was made interest 
was being paid on £50,000,000, while to-day 
we are paying interest on £65.000,000. 
Fnrthcr nn this little book says-

" 'The Labour part.y demands that this 
state of afiairs shall cease. It demand& 
that definite measures shall be taken to 
wipe out loans as they mature, inctcad of 
following the fatal course of coHt·, actmg 
no,; debts in order to pay off the old 
ont'~. " 

The Treasurer is going home to find out ho~v 
he is g·oing to redeem the £13.000,000 that 1s 

falling elL! e. 
The PRE~I IER: I would like to ask how 

woulrl yon pay that amount out of a consoli­
dated re,·enue? 

l\Jr. COl1SER: I am asking you what you 
rncant bv n1uklng those statm11ents. This 
little book continue<-

" and continuing- the payment of interest 
vear after vcar without in any 1vay reduc­
.ing tho p1:incipal owing. 

" \Yhcn it is pointed out that the 
interest now being remitted to London 
from Queoncland is equivalent to a tax 
of 5s. 6d. a v, cPk"-

a11d to dav it is 7s. 3d. a \Yeck, you '\\'ill 
·nd the "incPrity of the statements 

made hon. mcrrtl-H•r;:; oppo, ltc. They go 
on to complain C~bout so rnan:v rni1lion po:u:ds 
going to RurC'lH\ and state _tl:at the pos1h~n 
is deplorable; the very pos1hon they arc m 
to-f1a\-. 

:Mr. Du:\STAX: You sent home misstate­
n1011ts to prcv('nt us g;Pthng any 111oncy at all. 

:\h. COTISEH: You claim that we do that? 
'_[}lis. is IYhat they sa.id previonR1y~ 

" The non-sur('p~s of the loan is eYidence 
of n;e distru't by honw invc,tors in the 
Present achninistrabon in Queenslan~.~ 
who arc inrr~asing the burden of debt. ' 

So vou must have done the very same thing. 
IH "vour " little red book" you ·decry the 
adn~inistrn.tion and cr~r stinking fish. 

'The PREMIER: Tho'e remarks were 
cvidnntlv baH'd on the faih.ue of the loan. 
\Ve have not reached that position. 

;\lr. CORSER: Do you claim that under 
our administration loans failed? 

'The PRJniiER: Some of them did. 
Mr. COTISER: You know that that is 

absolutelv incorrect. a.nd ,,-o hnYe ev1donce 
from ·,·oUr own slde that ~-our own loan was 
a faiJ·urr. Th0 l1on. nH'mhcr for Bowen 
said that £40,000,000 should haYe be;n sub­
scribrcl for the loan. and, no doubt. ne was 
considering- that the rPason why such a largo 
sum should have been subscribed was because 
of the t1~en1rndous price pald for it, and ~he 
hon. n1cmbcr ran not fZi' '-~ as full inforn1at1on 
in regard to it at tlw present. time.· 

The PRE~nErr: The recent loan was not a 
failur<>. 

Mr. COTISER: I am not g-oing to contra­
dict the hon. member for Bowcn. 

Mr. DoNSTAX: He ncYer said that. 

l\fr. CORSER: You can turn it up in 
" 1-Iansard." 

Mr. DuKSTAN: He said the British investor& 
should have lent more money. 
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Mr. AR~IFIELD : He said if they were doing 
·<;heir duty to this country they would have 
1oa.ned n1orc rnonev. 

The CHAIR:YIAN: Order 1 Order! 
Mr. CORSER: I do not want to discourage 

the Governn1ent jn anY ·way, but there is 
ono thing I desire to say. 'rhis is the first 
time that the Premier has stated what he 
is going home for. vVe never hoard what 
:Mr. RYan went home for. 

Mr. buxsTAX: l\1rs. Duncan know what he 
went home for. 

;\1r. CORSER: This little book further 
says-

" It is a senseless and suicidal policy 
for the public, and the only bend1ciarios 
under it are the financial institutions and 
the mortgage~mongering cnvners of our 
large estates who are mostly absentees." 

Those are the only people who benefit by 
floating loans at home. That is beautiful ! 
'Then "the little red book" sa vs-

"Ko person of intelligence· would con­
duct his private affairs in such a reckless 
fashion.n 

I think I road that vesterdav. 
::Mr. KmwAN: If I had a shilling for every 

line of rqwtition of what you said last night 
I would have a good holiday. 

Mr. CORSJ~R: I would not like to have 
to cat all the .words that the hon. member 
will say before hn ~it~ again for threo vears 
·on that side. 1f I .did, I would have a 'good 
holiday. I hope the experience that the 
Premier will get on the other side will 
broaden his mind. He is big enough and 
old enough to have had experience, but, 
unfortuna.tol:v, it has been in the narrow 
g-roove, and ho has neYcr had the opportunitv 
\Yhich I trust he will have during- his sojomn 
on the other side. and that he will come back 
a bigger man and will deal with the financial 
position in such a way as any fair-minded 
man \Vould. 

:Y1r. :\IOH.GAK (.1£urilla): I hope that the 
P1·ernicr \Yiil imrncdiatc!v mct~t his ~Iini~tt:r,.; 
and {-'ndcavour to fo1~1~lulate sorne schcn1e 
\V hereby those vvhu n I'C unernplo,~Pd in 
Qweensland may br• given emplo:n;,ent at 
son1c u~~eful \<Vork. At the present tin1e n1en 
from different parts of the Strrte mngregate 
in Brisba nP or son1c other large town and 
tempor try E'mplo:vm_ont is foUl!d for thorn 
after they demonstrate publicly and make 
tho;nsolves a nuisance to difft'rcnt Ministers 
1.vho haYe the povver to giYf' employment. 
ThPsr mE~n are s:;nt haphazard into different 
lor::dities and giv·cn virork on our raihYays. 
Some scheme should be initiatN1 bv the 
Govcr111nent to find useful c1nplovinciit for 
these Jncn. Such a. schcn1E' n1ight take vears 
to C'OI.up1ete, but during the t1n1e unc-n:I-plo;.~­
ment I'" prevalent those who are suitable could 
be engaged in the work. rrakc, for in~tancc) 
the State stations. vV 0 have a YPry largo 
area now under the control of the State. and 
each one of those stations is capable of 
bcinC' developed and improved in the \Vay 
of nng-barking and conscrYing of \Yater so 
that it will carry it larger number' of 
stock. \Vhy are not th(e unemployed sent to 
some of the State stations? Dillalah and 
some of the other stations eYentuallv will 
become suitable for cutting up into·· areas 
of 10,000 or 20,000 acres, and if the unem­
ployed were engaged in ring-barking and 
such work on those stations, theY \\'ould 
recome capable of carrying a great d'cal more 
stock than they ea n carrv at the present 
time: The men would be engaged in repro­
ductive work, and nobody would have any 

objection to the Government giving such 
employment; but we fmd instead of these 
rnt>n being en1ployed in \vork of that nature, 
which for all time will be of benefit, they 
are gi vLm "'\VOrk of an unproductive nature. 
If the State stations \YCro improved in the 
way I suggest, the very mon1ent ·the land is 
cut into s1nall areas the incon1ing tenant 
\Vould get a return) instP::td of \vhich) under 
present conditions, it vvould take 1nany years 
to make that land capable of carrying a 
large number of stock. The increased rental 
alone \Yould more than p,;y the Government 
for the expenditure incurred. 'The J1,1inister 
must recognise that. 

The PREMIER : How many men do you 
think co~Jld be employed on Dillalah ? 

At 5 o'clock p.m., 
Mr. W'ALKER, one of the Temporary Chair­

men, relieved the Chairman in the chair. 

:Yir. MORGAN: That is only one. You 
could give employment for three months, if 
not for six months, to at least 100 men ; in 
fact, I think you could giYe employment for a 
greater pe.riod. A great number o~ the men 
who are out of work in Brjsbane ar{~ those vvho 
have been engag·ed in bush work generally. 
The drought has ha.d a certain effect on 
unemployment, I will admit. But the season 
for trapping opossums has been the greatest 
Queensland hao eYer known; in fact, the 
cheques were enonnous in many instances. 
That industry is not likely to last long, 
taking into consideration the number of 
opossums caught during the past few months 
and the nqmber of men who were engaged. 
Had that industry not been so profitable, 
instead of a few thousand men being unem­
ployt'd, there would have been many thou­
~and::-; of n1cn seeking GoYernment relief. 
\Vhilo the seasonal occupations were not 
available, a great number of men were 
absorbed in the opossum industry. I think 
'" different method ought to be adopted to 
this haphazard way of giving employment 
to men. The very moment a few hundred 
mc~n congregate from the country in the 
large citie and to\Yns thc:v are sent away, 
and the work they do i'· in no way repro­
-cluctive: in fact. it is a chaqrP on the· 
Statf'. I also would like to point out another 
~om·ce of unemployment. There are between 
1,200 and 1.500 men out of employment in 
Brisbane at the present moment \rho, during 
a certain period of the year, find employ­
mcut in the different mc~tworks in and 
around Bris,banc. vVhv are those men out 
of employment? It i~ not altoge•ther due 
to the drought. I admit the drought has a 
gTeat dPal to do with it. A great number 
~:;f those nH~n arc out of emplo~nnent o\ving 
to the fact that the meatworks haye not 
been able to buy any stock in Queensland. 
and in consequence work has not been avail­
able for men. I obtained from the Lands 
Department the other day figures which show 
that from the 1st ,January, 1919, to 31st 
Decembe·r, 1919, no fewer than 49,000 cattle 
were sent from different stations to \V allan­
l!arra. It can be stated that all those were 
fat stock w.hjch. under! ordinarv circum­
sta.nccs, would have found their w~y to Bris­
bane, and would have been slaughtered in 
the meatworks in this particular locality. 
Tho meatworks were unable to obtain those 
'attle because of price-fixing by the Gove•rn­
ment in respe•ct of meat. The Government 
were compelling those meatworks to sell 
tlwm a certain quantity of meat at 3d. per 
lb., and they were unable to go into the 
country districts and compete with ttll'l Netw 

Mr. M organ.] 
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South Wales buyers. Therefore, the work 
which would have been given to men here, 
the freights which would have been earned 
by our railways, and the by-products which 
would have been handled went into the 
Southern States. If 49,000 stock were sent 
out of Queensland by rail, I think it can 
be honestly stated without exaggeration that 
at least 50,000 went out of Queensland by 
road during the 'ame period, because cattle 
in the far west cross the border and are 
there entrainc·d for Sydney. They were 
slaughtered in other localities, and the whole 
of the revenue was lost to this State. Had 
there been no interference, work would have 
been available for a great number of those 
men who are unemployed at the present 
<:ime. Against that we• have the State 
OJutchcrs' shops, which claim they have made 
a profit of £40,000 odd. The Government, 
according to the figures we obtained from 
the Home Secretary, distributed in relief in 
the different large towns of Queensland no 
less a sum than £62,000 to those who were 
unemployed. To a great extent that was 
brought about by the price-fixing indulged 
in by the Government. On the one hand, the 
meat shops made· a profit of £42,000, and on 
the other hand the Government gave away 
£62,000. I think it must be admitted that 
that is not a good business proposition, and 
those particular establishments have not 
done anv good to Queensland generally. In 
the Roma district recently a great number 
of men were employed for political purposes. 
The Government spent thousands of pounds 
in giving work in those localities. Those 
men knew perfectly well they we·re there 
only fer the purpose of recording their vote, 
and it was common talk amongst the men 
that no matter what they did during the 
period they would be found work until the 
by-e·lection in that particular locality. Money 
was spent in cutting down grades in Roma, 
and we know that the greatest grades exist 
between Miles and Chinchilla. Any work 
done at Roma was practically useless for the 
time being, as it would not enable trains to 
proce·ed further than Chinchilla and te 
carry greater loads than they are carrying 
at present. The whole of that money spent 
in the Roma district was practically wasted 
for the time being. It will not be useful 
eYen to the Railway De·partment. I think 
the timE' has come when the Government 
should not bring about conditions of that 
sort. The railway administration, as we 
know, at tho present moment is not con­
ducive to good management. I hope the 
time will comE', no matter what Government 
is in power, when the railways will be taken 
away from political control. One or more 
Commis.oioners should be appointed, and the 
whole· control of the railwavs should be 
placed in their hands. The position of Min­
ister for Railways should be available only 
for the purpose of inspecting new lines and 
bringing them forward for consideration. 
'C ntil that is done there is no likelihood of 
the railways being a financial success. 

Another matter upon \Yhioh I wish to 
touch is the contemplated visit of th•' 
Premier to London. ~o sooner does a new 
man hkc up the position of Premier than 
he thinks he ought to display himself in 
London. While the benefits may be great to 
the State, it is often doubtful whether the 
expenditure is justified. I think very often 
it is just an amusement trip. I do not know 
whether the Premier has given any good 
reason why he should journey to Englarid. 

[Mr. ];[organ. 

The only reason I can see IS that it ha& 
become a common practice for many years. 
I admit it was so during previous Adminis­
trations. At the very moment a man 
becomes Premier he thinks he should sail 
away with his wife and family and enjoy life 
abroad, mixing with dukes and duchesses, 
and generally spending an enormous amounr 
of money, while we have in Queensland at 
the present moment unemployed who are on 
the verge of starvation and in want of work. 
My opinion is that the money could be 
better spent in Queensland. I admit that 
tho T'rcasurer has been in office four or five 
years and might require to go away for 
·health purposes. WhilB that is so, I do not 
think it is sufficient to justify the spendmg 
of this money. The time is not opportunf: 
for money to be lavishly expended. 'The 
people outside will agree with me in sayi!'g 
th"re is no justificution for the Prem1er 
undertaking that trip. Being a custorn, per­
haps we cannot object. The present Govern­
ment seem to follow the customs adopted for 
the last twenty or thirty years, notwith­
st.anding the fact that they were elc~ted w1th 
a. view to breaking uway froin ol_d 1de~s ~nd 
customs. It is no use a man cry1ng strnkrng 
fish because a member gets up and admits 
thPre is distress in Queensland. It is 
apparent to any Government, and it i~ m?ret 
apparent in many of the country distriCt'> 
than it is around the suburbs of Brisbane. 
It does not come under the notice of city 
representatives, a great number of whom dO' 
not know the. suffering which the people are 
undergoing. I would like the Government 
to set aside a surn of mane~~ for the purpose 
of assisting those in country districts, when 
the drouo-ht breaks to become possessed of 
stock, of ~seed, and the necessary implements 
so that they can immediately become useful 
settlers upon the land. 

Mr. BRENNAN: What about the Bill intro­
duced last year? 

::\1r. MORGAN: That Bill will not assist 
the people whose cause I am advocating. 
The Government are doing nothing, and 
have not provided any funds in that direc­
tion. You will notice in some of the St-ates 
thev have set aside large sums of money for 
the" purpose of assisting those who wish to 
restock after the drought. They are ass1ste.fl~ 
immediately with money for the purpose of 
buying dairy stock and the seed necessa~y 
to sow seasonable crops. Unfortunately, m 
Queensland nothing has been done in that 
direction. No money has been set as1de for 
that purpose, and if the se~so!' is favourable 
from a. cultivation and danymg aspect, the 
poorer section of those people will have to 
sit still and see their grass go to waste, not 
having sufficient money to enable t_hem to 
buy the stock necessary to make then. scle_c­
tions a payable proposition. I thmk 1t w1ll 
he admitted that it is just as bad to have 
no persons on the land as to have those ":'ha 
are in that position. They have every~hmg 
neressarv to enable them to make a hvmg 
other than stock or seed. What are the 
Government .doing? No provision is being 
made bv wav of monev specially earmarked 
for that purpose. No announcement has 
been made to those people. In the coastal 
districts of the State they have had bounti­
ful rains. and the ·drought has pract1oolly 
broken. ·unfortunately, further west that 1S 
not so. On grazing areas people do nof 
want relief from the State other than in the 
way of not having imposed upon them undue. 
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taxation. There are men who are in this 
unfortunate position owing to the drought. 
They have got plenty of land and feed and 
machinery, but they have not got the money 
to buy seed or stock. I would like to know 
if the Government are prepared to oome to 
their assistance immediately, before values 
go up. Will the Premier make an announce­
ment saying that the Government will assist 
these men ? \Vo know that the future of 
Queensland depends absolutely on land 
settlement and land development and pro­
duction. W c must depend on these men who 
arc on the land, and the Government should 
come to their assistancD in the right direc­
tion to enable them to carry on pro-duction. 
There are a number of unemployed who 
could be induced to go upon the land with 
a view of becoming settlers, and by helping 
thf'm to go upon the land the Government 
will be doing a much better service to the 
State and a more lasting service than they 
are by just allowing these men to live from 
hand to mouth according to the Government 
policy of to-day. The Government are just 
pursuing a policy of to-day and not think­
mg of to-morrow, and that is why the 
Government policy is not of such lasting 
benefit to the State. I do not object to 
money being spent in the State. I believe, 
with the hon. member for Bowen, that 
millions are necessary in order to develop 
Queensland, but these millions must be well 
spent. Since this nresent Government have 
been in office they have added £15,000,000 to 
the national debt of Queensland, and we are 
no better off to-day with the expenditure 
of that money· than we were five Years ago. 
Ao a matter of fact, we are worse off, 
because we have to ftnd the interest to pay 
on that borrowed money. The money should 
be spent in a most beneficial way, 'and not 
as it has been done during the last five 
yenrs, when all we have done is to increase 
our debt without getting any benefit from it. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton) : I quite 
agree that we cannot be too careful how we 
spend the money we are borrowing now. 
\Ve are borrowing money at a high rate of 
interec,t, and we are spending it in a way 
that is not of much benefit to the State. 
I have seen men put on to work on tho 
Western railway line to regrade the railway 
where it was not needed. Those men were 
only sent there, and kept there, for political 
purposes. And I cannot see how that line 
IS going to pay back that interest. 

The PRE1fiER: No regrading work is done 
unless it is recommended by the Chief 
Engineer for Railways. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The traffic has been 
going over that line for the past thirty years, 
and 1t has stood very well. There was much 
more traffic going over it before than there 
is to-day, and yet the Government send 500 
men up there just before an election in 
order to regrade that line. The Treasurer 
may explain that in his own way, but the 
public believes that the money was spent 
for political purposes. That line will not 
pay interest for the money spent, and it 
will be a burden on posterity. I hope the 
Treasuret· will take the opportunity of look­
ing into that matter. The last speaker 
referred to the repatriation of the farme-r. 
I know that for the last eight or nine months 
the farmers have lost money at the rate of 
£2,000,000 a year. Fully £1,000,000 has 
been lost by the farmers of Queensland 
during the last six months. There aro 

hundreds of these people who will not be able 
to start again. Some of them put their life 
savings into the land and into stock, Their 
stock haYe died, and to-day they have got 
nothing to start with. I would like to know 
from the Treasurer if he intends to assist 
these people to start again. Unfortunately, 
the Government members eannot see the 
importance of statements made about the 
men on the land. Only yesterday the hon. 
member for Bremer practically made fun of 
the losses of the people on the land, In 
many cases the farmers lost their life 
savings, and the hon. member for Bremer 
practically held them up to ridicule, 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Refer to "Hansard." 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The hon. member 
cannot see what a loss it means when the 
farmers lose £2,000,000 a year. Why, that 
£2,000,000 goes towards paying the hon. 
gentleman's salary. The hon. gentleman 
does not know that it is the farmers who are 
producing the wealth. The hon. gentleman 
is not a producer at all. The storekeeper 
is not a producer. He only turns it over. 
It is the same with the politicians. They are 
not producers, they only turn it over. The 
men who produce the wealth are the men on 
the land, and yet hon. members like the 
hon. member for Bremer ridicule them, 
although their stock are dying in thousands 
to-day. I know one place on the north coast 
where 350 dairy cows died as the result of 
ono storm, ~ret we have city members 
ridiculing men like that. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Where did those 350 cows 
die? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I can tell you if you 
want to know. 

Mr. HARTLEY: You don't know. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The Treasurer says 
that the Government put the burdens on the 
shoulders of those who can best bear them. 
I will give him an instance of a case where 
he is putting the burden on shoulders which 
cannot bear it. I have a receipt here which 
I will give to the Treasurer if he likes to 
inquire into it. 'l'his is the receipt for land 
tax paid on land which produced nothing 
for nine months. Will the Treasurer say 
that is putting the tax on the shoulders that 
can best bear it, when his land has not 
produced anything for nine rnonths? 

The PRE~IIER: What did it produce m a. 
year? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: For the last nine 
months it has produced nothing, and for 
three months it has cost him £40 a week to 
keep his stock alive. In spite of that, the 
Treasurer's tax gatherer demands £17 
13s. 4d. as land ta.x from this man whose 
land produced nothing for nine months. 
. The PREMIER: Did he apply for a remis-

swn of the tax? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Yes. 
The PREMIER: What was the answer? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: He got no answer 
at all. 

The PREMIER: When did he apply? 
Mr. BEBBINGTON: On the 4th January 

when he gave his cheque for the tax. ' 
The PREMIER: Do you say that the Com­

missioner is not granting any remission? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I am only giving 
you the facts. Clause 46 provides for a. 
return, and a return is made. In nine cases 

Mr. Bebbington.] 
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out of ten, the Commissioner will, perhaps, 
return 25 or 30 per cent. of the money, hut 
where land has produced nothing for nine 
months, and the owner has to spend £40 a 
week to keep his stock alive, there should 
be no land tax at all. So the Treasurer is 
wrong when he says that he is putting the 
tax on the shoulders that can best hear it. 

The PREMIER : In the case you refer to it 
is possible that a full remission of the tax 
will be granted. 

l\Ir. BEBBINGTON: And it is also pos­
sible that ho will get no remission at all. 
He made four applications last year before 
he got any return. 

The Pm:~nER: Give me the particulars, 
and I will look into the case. 

Mr. BEBBING'l'ON (handing the Premier 
a document): Hero is the receipt. No. 255 
is the number of the assessment. The man 
on the land has also to Buffer other injustices. 
The Minister for Agriculture, per.haps with 
the best intentions, formed what are called 
dingo boards, but I will show how it adds to 
the burden of the man on the land. At one 
time 5s. was paid for each dingo scalp, but 
this was increased by the Government to 
£1. How can men pay the taxation when 
they have to pay £1 eac,h for dingo scalps? 

The PREMIER: The Opposition supported 
that measure. 

Mr. BEBDINGTON: No, they did not. I 
opposed it, for one. I said it was a wrong 
thing to do, and I said that £1 for a dingo 
scalp. was a ridiculous thing. The man I 
referred to just now as having to pay £17 
13s. 4d. for land tax has just received a 
bill fm £3 9s. 1d. for dingo scalps. Is it 
a fair thing to keep accumulating thBse 
taxes on the men on the land, especially 
when their land is not producing anything"! 

The PREMIER : The Dingo Act was passed 
for the benefit of the farmers. That is the 
value of it. 

Mr. BEDBINGTON: The Yalue of the 
Dingo Act i<> for the men in the West who 
breed dingoes and sell the scalps. ·when I 
>Yas up in Dalhy the other day I was told 
that since the dingo scalps had been raised 
to £1 there are persons breeding them and 
selling the scalp.·. 

:vrr. HARTLE'Y: They are silly people. 
~4.t tw:-~nty 1ninutes paRt 5 o'clock p.n1., 
The CHAlR:::IIA::-; resurned the chair. 

Mr. DEBDING'rON : That is an industry 
which certainly ought not to be encouraged, 
and I hope the Treasurer will deal with it. 
As regar-ds the spending of £4,000,000 of loan 
money every year, I might mention that 
when the Denham GoYornment were in office 
the qncsbon was always raisod as to how 
much loan money could he spent to the best 
advantage. In many cases, I know that the 
plans and specifications were not ready, and 
they found thev were spending too muc;l, 
loan money. That meant a big waste of 
money. At that time they v;ere spending 
£2,000,000 a year. If there was a waste of 
money then, we can easily see that when we 
are spending £4,000,000 a year, and paying 
6~ per cent. interest, that a lot of that 
money will be wasted. 

The PRE;IIER : That does not follow at all. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I ask the Treasurer, 
is it not a fact that a lot of t,hat loan monev 
has been spent on almost useless vYorks.? 
It has been spent on useless railway work 

[:Mr. Bebbington. 

m order to keep the unem·ploye-d. going. 
That is only plucing a big burden on 
posterity. 

The PREMIER: What work do you refer to? 
Mr. BEBBINGTON: Cutting down the 

grades at Maryhorough and other places. 
The PREMIER: The railway authorities 

have been urging that work for economic 
reasons, so that the trains will carry bigger 
loads. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Then I have not 
much faith in our railway experts. If they 
see a slight curve· they want to take it up 
and alter it. That work is absolutely un­
necossary, especially when there are people 
living forty miles from a railway who want 
railway communication. It is much better 
to carry rail ways into the interior than 
spend money on lines we have already. A 
lot of this money is carrying a high rate o£ 
interest, and the money is being spent in 
order to keep men working around Brisbane. 

The PRE1IIER: That is not true. It is the 
same sort of work that was done by your 
own party. 

Mr. DJ<;BBI)JGTON : In that way again 
we find that money has been wasted. Now, 
here is another thing. The Railway Depart­
ment-this Goycrnment is not to blame any 
more than the past Governments, and I spoke 
of this matter six or seven years ago-have 

not given the n1en on the rail-\vays 
[5.30 p.m.] the machinery and tools that 

they should give them to make 
the lwst use of their time and of their work. 
In many of these big cuttings-say for 
instance, the one outside Ipswich-instcad 
of using a pick .and shDvel there 1vas no 
reason wluctever why we should not haye had 
one of those steam shovels at work. I have 
had a good deal to do with machinery. 
There is not the slig-htest difficulty in getting 
one of those steam shovels attached to a 
traction engine without being compelled to 
keep it on the rails-it could .be moved to 
any of these cuttings. You could :cive the 
rnon n1oro 1noney for their work, you \Vould 
get thn e times as much work done for the 
money, and instead of building one mile of 
railwa.c, you could possibly buil-d many more. 
There is a tendency expreqsed on the other 
side that it is not a question of g<ltting work 
done. or of building a lot of rail ways, hut 
tlwt it is the question of employing men. I 
maintain th,,t it is not a question of employ­
ing men. It is a question of employing the 
men to the best advantage and giving th~1n 
the machinery and tools that they can do 
the best .and easiest work within the tim·'· 
'Without all this heavy work. I haYe se-en, 
nndcr past Govern1nonts, as well as under­
this. men with a pick and shovel and whcel­
barro\v di ~ging up trenr1ws. digging up 
\Vatcrcoursc·s \vhcro you could have had a 
plough and a scoop. The work would have 
been much ea··,,ier~ and you ·would have had 
s!x tin1os as llll.V'h work ,done for the money. 

~,lr. ,JA..\1ES (Lo(Jrlll): I wish to say a 
word or two on the question oi Supply. 
J think that when the Gov<ernrnent ask 
for more money to carry on, they ought to 
account in son1e 111easure, at any rate, for 
the money which they have had the spending 
of in thB past, and in my opinion the state 
of the finances in Queensland is not all that 
could be desired. I think there is a great 
-deal of room for improvement in the adminis­
tration of affairs in the future. In this 
respect, I think the remarks of the hon. 
member for Drayton on the scant attention 
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~which is given to the roquiren1t:'~lt.s of tbe 
::ouutry is Yery n1nch to the point, bccaUS(-' 
\ " find that in our land settlenwnt and 
:-;-·nf'ral clt~vclornnent of the bark country of 
Queensland. imtead of tlwre being- a pro­
gression, there is a con1parative declinc~and 

big one. The rccson for this, in 1nv 
opinion, is that tbe polic:,· of th0 Go en;­

la11d matters is not considered on 
as adapted to the needs of the 

n1ore a(;rorcling to theories 
cleYeloped in the minds of poli­

and theoretical students who 
to apply the••e theories without any con­

,[deration whntoYer of their adaptflbifity to 
th.-, requ1rcn1ents of the countrv. 1\nd 
.mongst thc,c I think we could incl~1de thoso 

b\ o YPl'~' prorninent br)nes of contention-the 
monopoly of leasehold, and the land tax 
~xhich was ilnposed hv t.l1is Goypnunent in 
1915. As a l'Psult. I u think, n1ainlv of the 
lt.:.:.--;ehold, 've find a diminution in the areas 
'elected. _I w 1uld like first of all to point 
n,ut that 111 the case of pa -toral selections 
tnc lease-hold })fl_TJCJil.lo naturally applic•s, and 
it bc-·n c::unccl l!Jto effect in :'\c,y South 

and qLK'C'nsland, and anY other Stat('S 
pas_tota1 ind~1-;tries flour{sh in a laric 

;Ya{. It IS tho n<" tnral rnode o_f occupation, 
>Uc the LaLour purt_r haYc trwd to apply 
T}ll~ to aJl HlCthods of selection, to aJl diffol~­
PO:t modes of selection. \Ve find that since 1914 
}Il·rc has bc•Pn ,a, decrcas.e in land sctt.lcnlellt. 
i!l 1914 then~ '>"H're 2.G45 selections of all 
da•.scs. with a total aru1 of 3.096.889 ucn". 
In 1918 the has been red uccd ; there 

1.461 total acn'age 6.168.311. 
In that casc the that the leasehold 
·:, -tcm is adapted to the pastoral industry 
accounts for the fact that there is not such 
' Y_ery grrut' reduction-that is, considering 
Yanou other .·ause-s-thf're is not such a 
tremeudouo rcJllction in the total area selec­
ted. But when we come to the perpetual 
lt~as_c f:ielcchon, wlneh took the place of the 
ngncultural farrn selections, \VC find that in 
19.14 thc1·e \V·ero 1,554 agricultural solcctj011s 
~,·,th a total acrea;re of 538,844 acres. In 
.:.918 'Y'C "'"e t]J,, number reducud to 893 selec­
c:wns \Vlth a total m·crr of 305,873 acr.-s. Then 
~Vf:' con1E' to the. prick~y-pear selortions and 
__ ,nd a great fallmg off. In 1914 tlwre wcrP 
036 prickly~pcar ~elections with a total acn'~ 
H!(C of 633.000; in 1918 there were onlv 178 
~·-·leetwns, total acreage 153.151 acres.' So 
that we there is an absolute lack of 
coulldcncc _ land "election in Queensland. 
And whc': f was .abroad recently, and mixed 
With soldiers eons1dcring- land deY·elopments 
m the different States, and the opportunities 
offerrng for selcJchon, I found there was a 
gr<:at IWCJndicc against Queensland on the 
grounds that we hnYe wlelv a leasehold 
~ystem., \Ye know that in many respects the 
!ease hold, system hus an advantage OY·Pr free­
no Id. \V here u man Is ·poor but ,Yants to 
select, he can do so more cheaply in lease­
hold t_han m frc:hold-:-that is generally 
r ccogn1se·d by agncultunsts. But, on the 
<A her hand, a man with a leasehold farm 
takes less interest,_ and, from the standpoint 
of the State, he 1s mor-e likely to giYe up 
that farm than if it wc>ro a freehold selection 
in \\-hich he had o.unk a groat deal of rnonev. 
So that tlwre is an obvious adyantag a~d 
l"·ofit to the State ty ha,-ing the alternative 
:'f freehold selection whc>reby people "-ill 
N:rome rnorc settled on the land. and take a 

interest in hnilding up their holding-s 
their own bcn0fit, beea.usc at the san1{~ 

time a benefit ,,-ill accrue to the State. 

1920-6 V 

Then, as rcg rds the ... -aluc held bv the 
State, say, on soldier ~ettlements suc:h as 
llcerburrnm-tho amount of value the State 
has in that i~S Yerv little. but the soldier, 
by means of his i~pro;-cments, has perhaps 
700 per C('llt. more in the selection than the 
State. Ho has no final eay, but is bonncl 
hrrnd and foot in every direct-ion. Apart 
from tho advantages or disadvantagm of 
lPasehokl and freehold. I would like to ask 
is it worth while sflcrificing the settlement of 
Qncendaud to a theory of that sort? V'lould 
it not he bettPr to trv and attract to this 
State, as was done in ·1914. a !urge number 
of eclectors to take up our land. br•cause that 
i,; the only way to make the railways pay, 
the onlv wa,- to make this State what it 
~hould 'tx· a:rcorcling to natural resources. 
and what it would be if it were not mis­
managed. 1\"hile I arn on this, I might 
rt~fer in paf~ing to the figures given to the 
hon. n1ornbcr for Carnarvon, in answer to 
hi0, qnc,-bion l'f'_garding prickly~pear sclcc~ 
tions abandonl'd during recent vears. \Ve 
fmd that tho number abandoned in 1919 was 
319. as ag-ainst 235 in 1915, y,hich shows that 
thero i-s a })l'Og'J'CSSiYC increase in the number 
of prickl)T-pcar !-iclectionB being abandoned. 
It llJU'3t be rctncmbcred aho that in rnany 
cases-in ruo:-:t cases. in fact~t1H~ Agricul­
tnrRl Ba uk has lcmt nwneyT on thcs{' par­
ticular selections. and there is a loss to the 
people who have put their sayings in the 
Savings Dank, because that monoy will never 
b,, reg:tincd : on the contra r.;·. the prickly­
pear 1s growing 1.vhcrc grass should be gro\Y~ 
ing, .and instead of anythiug buing produced, 
sekction'l arc lwing- abandoned and the im­
provement~ all go by the board. This is a 
serious question, yet we have not heard of 
the Government taking an:· active steps in 
thic bi!!,'gcd problem which is confronting 
Queensland at prc><ent. \Ye h<tve 20,000,000 
ctcrcs of densely infest-ed prickly-pear, grow­
ing at the rate of a million acres a year, 
but we find no moYe vet bY the Govern­
ment to Pither stem tho" grmvth of it or to 
era-dicate that "-hich we already have . 

The HmiE SECRETARY: H>tYO not you heard 
of the c,tablishmcnt of the arsenic mines? 

Mr .. JAlVIES: That is ap,ut from t.he fad 
that the Govt'rnrncnt take a great deal n1ore 
intere5t in small businf'sses___.::-

The Hmiii SECRETARY: It is something. 
'What di cl your people do'! 

Mr. ,JA:i1ES: My people' I have no 
JH'oplc, f'X('Ppting· Loga11 elcf''~ors. The 
point I am trying to make-and the Home 
Secretary is quite aware of it-is that this 
is our biggcBt problem, .and the Government 
-doc·s not give it the place in the Govern­
ment's programme w.hich it should have; and 
whethPr any GovPrnmcnt in the past has done 
it or not, should not make any difference. 
Here I might refer the Home Secretary to 
fltl article which recPntl~' appear-ed in the 
" Agricultural ,Journal " by another enthusi­
astic official such as those to w.hom I referred 
the other night, who really see the needs of 
this Sbtc. while tlw Govcrnm<'nt take no 
notice. This gcntlcl1l an says that it is only 
u Jnatt('r of a fP\Y years y~hcn tho prickly~ 
pear "-ill han' on•r the whole of 
Qucc,;F>land. aurl is a yery serious state 
of affairs. And while the city workers con­
tinue in con1paratively prospt>rons circumw 
stan' es, thev do not realise that their whole 
existence here depends on the prosperity of 
the back country. (Hear. hear!) Yet, while 
a Loan Fund is raised for the purc.hase of 

fl;J r. ] ames. J 
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State "tations bv mean' of debentures we 
do not hear of such being done to deal 'with 
the prickly-pear problem. I think this is 
a matter that could well have the attention 
of the Government when considering this 
nc:w loan, because they have not given reason­
able. attention t~ it in t,he past. And if we 
contmue, we w1ll find that this inactivitv 
and abandonment of the interests of the 
primary producer is accentuated bv a strong 
tendency to tax land far more than· that land 
can afford to pay. In my opinion, where 
land IS used as a means of nroduction-used 
np to the full exknt-thc{·e is no excuse 
for taxation at all. vVhereas in other respects 
:Yherc_', perhaps, city lands have an unearned 
lHCl'C'ment, an increase in value to whic.h the 
owners do not contribute, there is very good 
grounds for land tax. But where an in­
crertsed value has accrued to the landowners 
duo to their own 1vork, and their own initia­
tive, there is no excuse. I remember in 
Gippsland, my natiYe State, in Victoria, my 
gHmdfathers startNl the developmeut oi tlw 
land in their home, thev were eventuallv 
forced to abandon it, aud ··the yery selection~ 
that they hold were talwn up by their sons in 
the next generatiOn. They worked it, and 
only to-day, after three generations, is that 
land reo,lly whrrt you might call protltable. 
The work of three generations of the one 
farmly has been devoted to the building up 
of those blocks, and when it is remembered 
that they are only of a nominal value now­
the Yalue being nothing as compared to the 
energy and initiative put into tho.'e selec­
tions in the past-it will be seen that where 
land is used to its full extent there is abso­
lutely no cxcuee for heavy land taxation. 
The Government rccogniF:Je 'that to a certain 
extent, because they are giving relief to the 
extent of an unimproved value of £750 on 
agricultural lands. But thev rtbsurdly adhere 
to a nominal exemption of" £300 in order to 
conform to the theory to which I referred 
P~ople who read Henr.'· Gem·go, and S>Yallo": 
hnn holus bolus, think there is nothing else 
on earth. They desire an exemption of £300. 
and thus giYe the selector all the trouble and 
exp<>me of mcll<ing out land tax returns. 
w.hen he should not make them out at all u]; 
to an ummprovcd value of £750. If a real 
expression of opinion "'\Ycrc given bv hon. 
1nemhers supportin•T the GoYf'rnn101;t we 
'vo~dd fmd quih~ a

0 

variety of YiO\YS,' und 
\Yhiie 1nrn1hcrs of tho Labour 11arty 1nav be 
supposed to conform to the Labour platform 
m Its entnety, I do not think vou would find 
one 1nember ~npporting the Go'vcrntncnt who, 
plank by plank, would eupport the whole of 
that platform. 

Mr. COLLINS: Why did you sign that 
plat-form? 

:;\1r. JAMES: I signDd that platform with 
a full knowledge that I did not believe in 
the wholo platform, and I defy the Treasurer 
to say that he agrees with the whole of the 
platform. In all matters we should have a 
sense of proportion. because there is no such 
thing as absolute right or absolute wrong. 

Th" SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You have a 
~cnse of proportion, all right. 

Mr. J AMES: I haYo, and if the Secretarv 
for Railways had a little more, perhaps the 
rallw_ays would not be m such a disgraceful 
pos1hon as they are at thf.' pres·ont time. 
ThB Secretary for Railways, in common with 
hon. members on this sid<•, will agree that 
there are more <>mployees in the Railway 
Department than are necessary to carry them 

[Mr . .lames. 

on (•fficic11tly, effcc:tiYely, and at a 1nini1nun1 
of cost. and at the present time freights and 
faret< are being increa:;:cd inordinately~ a.t the 
c•xpcnse of the prirnary producer, to support 
the ~~'stcn1 or lack of systcrn. 

ThP HmiE SECRETARY: \Yhat aboLlt ycur 
DonH11lJ specrhes a few years ago'? 

:\Ir. .J A:\IES: I think I spoke in the 
Domain about four y('ars ago, and I haY~' 
:;, .)()k('JJ in n1ore tlolualns than that o: 
(Jul'C'nsland, and I cxpre-;scd rnv honest con­
Yicti~m~. and I cull cxp1·c~sini 1ny honest 
conYichons now, which is rnore than the 
.H 01ne Secretary usua 11.\· does. 

The Hmrs SLCRETARY: llow can vou hav< 
cm:n-ictions \vlwn you keep changlng your 
op1nions {'\·cry day? 

Yh. J..\MES: How can a man havt' 
con\ ierions without occasional rnodifi('at.ioll 
unless his rniud i:s a rusty rnass not capable 
of haYing any opinion at all'? 'rhe IIon1.c 
S('cretary 1.vi]l agree that the enerYating­
effect of sitting behind a Goyerrnnent such 
as rlH' n1acbine-rulod GoYcrnn1cnt that "\Vn 
have at the pr,sent time' in Queensland is 
lJkely to lead the mind to that coudition of 
incapacity whi('h W·P f-ind so often oxprcssc•d 
"lwrP the mouth is larger than the braius. 
(Opposition laughter and interruption.) 

The CHAIR:;\lAN: Order! Order! 

:Yfr . .TAMES : I thank you :\1r. Smith for 
f'ndeaYot.uing to n1aintai'n ~rder, bec.au~e I 
l'Palisr the disorder is rnorc than u::-:ual, for­
what reasons hon. n1cn1lwrs opposite n1u~r 
be a ware of. The only thing I can think of 
is tl~at my criticisms hurt them rather badlv 
-(Government laughtcr)--and that thev ar·., 
unable to stand a ~traight out • expressiOn of 
opinion on matters which they bring before 
the country. I havP no hesitation in saying· 
that. so far as I can see, the Labour party 
have lost their objective. and if thev art> 
going to succeed, they will have to get" on to 
rnoru rational lines; rut ont their cast-iron 
thPory of socialism by nationalisation, which 
1~ about on a level with the whole hog 
smglc tax. which is evidently supported b:v 
the hon. member for Bowcn, and <omo round 
to a more humanitarian view of things. 

The SECHETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Look at the 
~trinning Chcshlres oYer there. 

:Yir. JA:\1ES: I notice a smile on the face 
of the :\Iinister for Railways. I do not know 
whether he calls it a grin or not, or whether 
it is facial contortion on the part of the hon. 
rnernbPr. I was n1erely stating that, in my 
op1mon, th0 Labour party have lost their 
objective. They have set themselves to carry 
out a machine-like programme which is nor, 
lik.rly to help the working people out of 
the wilderness. They raise false hopes in 
the minds of the wag<'-earners, who bind 
then1selyes together in unions in support of 
this Governnwnt in the hope that they will 
be led out of the wilderness, but they find 
they do not g,ct out at all. The Labour 
part.'· haYing itself set up with Godlike 
qualities is likely, in the future, to bo found 
to b<' an idol of clav. and will be smashed 
by the very people >~ho put them in power. 
I now see no smile on the face of the Secre­
tary for Railways, as he realises that whar 
I say is correct. I do not think his mind 
movee on cast-iron lines. I think he has a 
cprtain mobility of mentality, but it is 
obvious that he, too, works like a little 
machinP. does what he is told. and as long 
as he does that he' may remain for a time 
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S.:::crctarv fol' R.aihYavs. but sooner or later 
l1is ]I art.· aud his ·political life \\·i,ll be 
~ma:;hed for good. 

SECHEHRY FOR RAILWAYS: Hence your 
over there. 

.:\Ir. J ~\1\IES : I might remind the hon. 
gent1.'man tlwt I did not con1e here seeki11g 
a ha n:ll uf I can1e here bee a use I 

in the opinions I have 
I do not kuow whether the sup­

por~crs of the G OYCrrnnf~nt are sincere• in 
.~aJnllg I had personal motiYcs for con1ing 
ncross to thi(, :3idc, because there \\'~re abso-

llO n1otivcs of a personal character. 
~o as signing thP 11latfonn is concerned, 
I ha1·e already stated that when I sigmed the 
plarfo1·ru I bl'lieved most of it \Yas for the 
best. 

:\11'. B:IOllDA~: Dill you strike out what you 
did not believe in? 

evh. J A:\IES : I did not. 
\'lr. RIORDAX: I believe in all of it. 

:vir .. JAMES: The hon. member accepts 
unthmkmgly that which is given him. To 
~et thL~.e <"h:)putes at rest und since it ha~ 
bt>c'n said I have simply 'come over here so 
that after th0 next election I can still remain 
m cm ber for Logan on a different party ticket, 
1 would like to ask any of those hon. 
members who are interjecting whether they 
arc ]n·epared to resign their seats and come 
and contest the· Logan against me? 

:\fr. COLLIN~: l\lost Labour rats get bac·k 
the first time. 

Mr. JAMES: Will the hon. member for 
Bo1..Yen ron1c out and opposo n1e? 

The CHAIRMA.'i' : Order ! 
Mr. RIORDAX: You had a challenge the 

other night. 

Mr. JAMES: 'The hon. member should 
know me well cmough by now to know that 
I generally take my own time about things, 
and do things in my own way. I might say 
that 1 haYc no desire to hold the Logan on 
false lJrct.ences, and I realise, having got 
mto Parliament by supporting the Labour 
platfo~·rn, that my continuance he1·c as repre­
sentative of the Logan on the Labour plat­
form would be under false pmtences. I have 
not two. thoughts about that. and I quite 
agree w1th hon. members, but I do not 
agree with the bad temper in which they 
mdulgc when my criticisms fall on their 
fortresses. Hon. members the other night 
were very willing to throw out their 
challenges, whilst now they are quiet. 

Mr. 1\IORDA,. : 'They are absent. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I ask the hon. 
member to deal with the motion. 

Mr. JAMES: I am dealing generally with 
bad government and the position of the 
finances is the re~ult of had government and 
when hon .. members supporting the Go'vern~ 
rnent mteqect, I think I have a right to 
reply. I would like to ask the Treasurer, 
smce he remarked the other night by inter­
Jectron that I had broken all my pledges, 
whet]wr he would be willing to resign his 
fractron of an electorate at Chillagoe, and 
come down and contest the full-grown clecto­
ra te of Logan? 

The PREMn;R : I hope when I do contest 
the .n.ext clectwn, that I won't be up against 
a prtrable creature such as you. 

Mr. J AMES : The Treasurer maintains 
the dignity of his high office by indulging 
in abusive language. 

Tlw CHAIR1\IA:\ indicated that the tim0 
allowed r.hc hon. member under the Standing 
Ordl'rs had expired. 

:\lr .. :VIOOHR (Au/Jigny): I hope when the 
Prcmwr goes home that an amount of moneY 
will be secured to keep Queensland going ii1 
the way it should go. He must l'Lalise that 
there i;; no possible hope of a large number 
of peop1e cal'rying on unless they get assist­
ance. Ho must realise that the credit of a 
large rrurnbcr of people who live in the 
c·onntry has been absolutely taken away 
hmn them bv the actions of the Government, 
and when we find that the people have lost 
their stock, and are absolutely on the rocks 
to-clay, it is the duty of the Government to 
n;nder them assistance. Nobody is prepared 
to lend them any money on the security 
aYailablc. The security Wl<S there a few 
yc•ars ago, but the Government have taken 
that SPeurit.y a1vay) and it is. up to thcn1. now 
to find some method by which these people 
are again able to start to produce. They 
have bf'Pll hard hit by the drought, and it 
is no good thinking that the Act passed last 
seesion is going to help these people to start 
again, because it is not. 

:VIr. Guxx: They are going to give them 
arsenic. (Laughter.) 

i\1r. :\100RE: A large number of them 
would be only too pleased to take arsenic if 
the prcsL~nt Adrninistration keeps in po..,ver 
much longer. ·we must recognise that wlwn 
the GovcrnrrlPDt takes away a man's credit, 
some responsibility rests with the Govern­
ment. The Treasurer must recognise that the 
land tax has taken a way their assets. I am 
sure that no Government in Queensland wants 
to sec a large rural population practically 
forced off the land or into the position of 
taking arsenic. That may be a matter for 
jt'sting amongst the members of the front 
Ministerial bench, but if they had a little 
experience of the Downs and other districts 
where the drought has been so bad and the 
losses so heavy, they would realise that some 
assistance has to be found for the people 
in the couutry, as well as for the unemployed 
in the cities.. 
(Sitting suspended j1·om 6 p.rn. to 7 p.m.) 

Mr. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba): 
Before we come to a vote on this question, 
I notice the Minister for Public Works is 
present, and I would like to impress upon 
him the necessity of giving some considera­
tion to the question of the registration of 
unemployed and the system of distribution. 
Considerable railway work has just been com· 
menced in Toowoomba, and within the last 
few days there has been a dispute in connec­
tion with the men employed. First of all, 
this work was started with some thirty men 
from Brisbane, while it was fully known to 
the Labour Bureau in Toowoomba, the chief 
bureau in Brisbane, and the Railway Depart­
ment that there were at least 130 men unem­
ployed in the city of Toowoomba. Since 
then that difficulty to some extent has been 
got over. As far as the men sent from: Bris~ 
banc were concerned, when it was pointed 
out to them that there were unemployed in 
Toowoomba, they did the fair thing by their 
mates, although they were putting them· 
selves to some inconvenience. When they left 
Brisbane instructions h<1d evidently gone 
before them that if these men for any reason 
ceased work no railway passes would be 
issued to them to enable them to return to 
their homes in Brisbane. Since then other 
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men hrtve been sent to Toowoomba. I ask 
the Minister if he will take into consideration 
the regulations which were fairly adminis­
tered b:· his predecessor, tho pre-ent Premier. 
who laid down very fully that men s,hould 
not be sent to centres where alreadv there 
were rmemplo:·ed. I hope the Minister will 
Bee that men are not sent to rroowoomba 
or any other district to undertake employ­
lnent when thPl'C are n1en of that descrip­
tion equally able, willing, and looking for 
work. 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed. The CHAimiAN 
reported that the Committee had come to a 
resolution. The report was adopted and the 
Committee obtaiued leave to sit again to­
morrow. 

IY .-\ YS AND l\1EA'.'-:S. 

RESU31PTIOX OF ·COMMITTEE. 

(Jir. Smith, JI:tckay, in the chair.) 

The TREASURER : I beg to mm·e-
" That towards making good the 

Supply granted to His Majcc;ty on 
account of the services of the vear 1919-
20, there be g1·antcd a furthc1: sum not 
exceeding £1,400,000 from the Consoli­
date·-! Revenue Fund. exclusiYe of the 
monPys standing to thr; credit of the Loan 
Fund Acccmnt, · £150,000 from the Trust 
and Special Funds. and £600.000 from the 
Loan Fund Account." 

Question put and pa·sed. 

The House resumed. The CHAimiAN 
reported that the Committee had come to 
certain resolutions, and the Committee 
obtained h·ave to sit again at a later hour 
of the sitting. 

APPROPRIATION BILL. :\'o. 4. 

ALL STAGES. 

The rcc;olutions were agreed to. and a 
Bill founded on them was brought in, passed 
through all stages without deb!!te, and 
ordered to be transmitted to the Legisla­
tive Council for their concurrence by mes­
sage Ill the usual forrn. 

DAIRY PRODUCE BILL. 

CoxSJDERATION IN CooiMITTEE OF Hrs ExcEL­
LENCY THE GOVERNOR's PROPOSED A:~rEND­
MgNT. 

(31r. Smith, lVhLckay, in the chair.) 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICLJLT'GRE 
(Hon. vY. :!'\. Gillie•4, Haclwm) : I beg- to 
move that the amendment recommendod by 
His Excellency the Governor be agreed to. 
His Exc<'llencv recommends that clause 35 be 
omitted from the Bill. :Ylembers v;ill see that 
clause 35 relates to the restriction of certain 
labour. The clause passed by Parliament 
rs not in aceorcl with certain lrnneriul 
despatches. I am sure the Committee ·do not 
want the dctaib of those de,patches. At the 
suggestion of His Excellency, that clause has 
been rcdrnfted, <:lnd is ncn~,' rnade to aJYPl:v to 
persons Ycho have not obtained a certificate 
that thev are ahlP to read and write front 
dictatiod fifty words in the English languag-e. 
The Governor in Council may make regula­
tions for the examination and granting of 
certificates and for the exemption from the 
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operation of this section of any ponon whom 
it is not consiJcrPd necessary to exarnine. 
This elau~c i::' on all-fours 1vitb the clause in 
the Sugar Cultivation Act of 1913. I there­
fore Jl10VP-

" That the Committee appl'OYC of I-Ii::; 
Excc1lencv"s rccornmcnclation. that ( J-au5e 
35 he de]ptcd. and the new clause 
appcurin~ in thC nwssagc be inserted." 

Question put and passed. 

'l'he House resumed. The CHAIRo!AX 
reported that the Committee had agreed to 
the amendments suggested by His Excellency 
the Governor. 

The re1lort was adopted, and the Bill 
ordered to be forwarded to the Legislative 
Council, with the following message:-

,, 1\lr President. 
" 1-Iis ExcellPncv the Governor having 

tra.n&mittcd by n1essage to the Log-isla­
time Assembly the following amendment 
which he desires to be made in the 
TJairv l'c·oduce Bill, Yiz. :---

.. -'on1it ela u-c Z5 and insert 111 lieu. 
thereof-

,, • Certain la hour r0st"rictr>cl.----Xo person 
\vhn has not ftrst obbined in the pre-
6cribed manner a c<•rtificate that he is 
able to read and write from dictation · 
words in the English language of not 
less than fifty words shall be employed 
in or take part in the working of any 
registered dairy produce premises under 
a penalty of one pound for <''1Ch such 
pemon for every day during which such 
11orson is employed in or takes part in 
the working of such premises. 

•• ' The Governor in Council may, from. 
time to time, make regulations-

(i.) For the examination and grant­
ing of certificates of ability to read and 
write from dictation words in the 
English language; 

(ii.) For the exemption from the 
operation of this section of any persons 
or classes of persons whom for any 
reason it is not considered necessary 
to f'xaminP.' 
"The L~gislative Assembly have agreed 

to the amendment propo7ed by His 
Excellency, and now forward it to the 
Legislative Council for their con­
currence." 

vVAYS A::\D :MEANS. 

FINANCIAL STATE}[ENT-HESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

(Jlr. Smith, Jlackay, in the chair.) 

l\Ir. TAYLOR !Winrlsor): In discussing 
the Treasurer's Financial Staten1ent, which 
we had presented to us lHst \Yeck. there are 
son1e things, of ·course, v. hich must strike 
one in that Statmnent. One of the things 
that one notes is the fact that during the 
pcrlud of tho pre~Sent Labour Administration 
thore }Jas. b(~en a very rnarkcd und very con­
sidPrab]c iHcreasf' in the arr10unt of monoy 
reccin:d bv the Government. yet, notwith­
st-anding the fuct that theee large increases 
of money have been roceive·d, we are faced 
ye.u after yea~ with a deficit in the pubk: 
ac('ounts. \7" ar1ous reasons baYP been g-1ven 
bv tlw Treasurer as to how these d~ficit~ 
hliY{) been 'CJ'Catcd. rro (l certain extent in 
smnc- directions he tna.v be co::-rect. but in 
a nu1nber of instanrcs I rertaiuly think the 
deficits a re the result of bad administration 



TVays and 11Ieans. [14 JA:NUARY.] 1Voys and Means. 

on the part OT the Tl·casnrcr in connection 
witl1 pui>lic funds. \\~~ haYc been told. 
durjng tltc cour~P uf this dc~Hth', ho\V on a 
num bc\r of uceasions the Tn:a:-1urPr has told 
us whut is the scc.:·ct of ()·ood goYcrnnlCnr. 
I-le has told us that a ~-cry gTeat cxtf'n 
gooJ goyernlnC'I1t of good financlng. 
I-Il:: ha; ::;:aiel, on lllOl'C one occasion. that 
tlw finances shnuld year bv year. 
~r et, \\:c f'md that although' -we f1ad un 
expanrhng l'CYC'nue on ('YCl'.Y occasion, still 
1ve an; fae<.:d hv a {h•ficit. Then' arc a o·ood 
nutlihcr of rca~so:ts giYCll by thP Trca;~trcr 
tl~ to ho"· the deficit~ haYe tnke11 place. 
( )ue ~'Pa~o11 was thnt on one Ol' b-.o occa~ions 
the LC'gi~lati,-c Council did not pass the 
le.::;i-datio11 'i\ ~1ich he introduced and 'iYhich 
he ( on-sidcred necessary in order that hP 
rnigl1t pa:T hl;:; wa~~- LI£ tlw rejection of 
legislation L_y rhc Legis1at1ye Council had 
lJC•t·ll done in :-:.mne underhancl or unknov:n 
\Ya~, of \,hi eh the Trcasn:_·r•r kuew 11othinrr 
at a!L and if it had bc•pn sprang upon hit~ 
Irl the nrrtnn~ of a surprise, 'iYO tnio·ht be 

to look upon his lu1\'ing 
good gronnd : bnt, hi:-:. 

the Tn~asurcr kn[~w ·p, ell 
certain thing-s had hPen the 

(_\Hu:c~L <-ll?d h(• '::as callcj UJlC'tl ill the­
,: rl111 1 tllStrat1on of lus cl(•p(n·tuwnt to se-e t1tat 
the expenditure was kept within a reasonable 
lin1!L \Ve shonld not be facl'd with deficits 

as \, c haYP bt ~-n faced 'iYith in the 'lJast 
:_v( .1rs. I n tll not one of those indiYiduals 

v.-ho cJ·y ':'itinking f-ish about deficits. I know 
tha;: deficits hnve !wen. m" de, nncl p1·obal>ly 
th('y "\Yill he 1nnde lll rl'H~ futurP, but 1-rht'Il 
then_• is no Yalid excu::;e for deficits-
and I clairn i~ no n~<J~OJl for them __ at 
the prc:-E'nt time---I certainly think that in 
sm11e (_llrcctions th0 Tn:asun __ :r has failed in 
his work. \YP have been told that because 
of thn n'je<'tion of er•rtain ruea~u1·c·-s bv the 
Lf'_gi:-datiYc Council that UllP1nployn1cnt ha.,., 
an::;e:n and that the :r~)Yt'11llc h,as suffc~r0d to 
a gTt•ut f..\:tent in con:::.c]uC'nC{'. I eha1lcn(rc 
the ... tutcntent 1vith regard to the fnct th7lt 
UlH'l1lploymcnt l111~ l1ec-n t nusl•cl hv l'l'Pson of 
any ]f'~ . .;-i~1ntion '~'·hich the Leg·lslat,iYe Council 
has turned do;vn. Laet :n>ar an Ullemploy­
lllent B1ll \YB' mtrodnced by the Govermnent. 
VVhet did it )H"OJlO"' to. do' \Yas it a 

whi_ch would reduce uncn1ploymPnt? 
It wa~ rath1•r a 1nc,--t~urc -which 

would tend to create un<>mploymont. T 
bcht·\·c th(lt l1as been cxacth~ what .has 
rcp,nlt0d tln·oughout Qnccnsland during the 
l!Jl•:t four :vcarp,, or, at all cyent.:;, durlng tho 
ln't tw0he month'. in connection with the 
Labour a-dministration of the financP5 of this 
country. If yon ::1rc going, h~, )·our taxation 
rnPthods and by the n:penrlitnre of public 
JTIOll<'~', t'? fTCttc a fe01in~~ of unr0-st arnongst 
thP fa r1nn1g' and prodnclllg con1mun itv and 

cng-n\rcd in the ~ll~lnufncturiuo· 
irldustl'ic\'3 of this Stat0, {'a~ 

it be that the c industries v·ill 
rru~''rr and thst cntploy1nent will be plenti­
fnl throughout tho counh·\~? That i~ inst 
C'xactl:v th0 po-;;jtion as Y\'f' ·find it ln Quc~n~~ 
land to-cla:L The proposal in that uncm­
p1oym0nt mC'ttsure 'i\ us not. to crcntc employ~ 
mcnt. but. rather to pcnallf·:' emplovcrs who 
wc~·c ClnpJo,ving 1ahour thrOlHfbout the length 
and c>roa·dth of Quec·mland. In addition 
to the fH'fbnarv taxation that the": have to 
pay, which l1o;1. tne1nhcrs onposit~ admit is 
hu1Yy, and \vhieh thC'v will havf! to continue 
to pay for sorn•~ eonsiclcrable ti1ne, our manu~ 
fact.urcrs \VCrc a:;:,kcd to pav £2 for cvcrv 
employee engaged by th('lll 'in work of any 

kind. Can 'l!Ch a proposal be justified·: 
The pco1)ie \vho flre hcl1)ing to ilnd crnploy~ 
lllf'Ilt and IYho are kcPping rnen Ptnploycd in 
thib State 'iYC::-e going tu be further penalised 
and further tHxcd, while the e."ployers and 
1nanufacturers throughout the (;onnnon­
\Ycalth \YCrc going to have that advantage 
oYer our own rna lUfnctur-cTs in th(-') produc­
tion of t.hc Yarions gDods '.,·e n1anufacturc ln 
the~ State to-day. \Vc all knovY pC'dectl 
well thnt, so far as Queensland is concerne{L 
uur rnanufacturers in Qnr>cn~land) for rnany 
years, lHlYe had an uphill fight in order to 
(·ornpc-h' with thu Southern manufactun;r~. 
\Yhut 1HtYP the~ ti-oYL'rlllllent done to as-sif:t 
thL' manufaC'turers in Queensland'? \Ye find. 
in all~'I\~Pr to questions, that the GoverninPllt 
h<lYP hcPu se-ntling the Statt~ hidp., out of 
the S'tatc. l rctnf.'nlher the cotllplnints rhat 
h(m. l1H'm bC'r~ OJlpo-::ite u~ed to 1nnkJ' about 
sending our products ovcrsea"" ra\\" 
lnatPrial instead of ntanufncturin~ thi~ 
Stntf'. Yet we find the GoY rnlrwut Hre 
:u.3nding the J1ides out of the St1.te fro,n thl' 
State- station.:;. ~othing has b~en done to 
a~ jst out· prinwry producers :in any- shape ol· 

fonn. ,,~ith rcS!·a1·d to the tirnhl'r indnstn-. 
wp .,.,,,.c told th;1t when the State embark,;d 
:in thn timbPr lmslnt''"'_, that thL' 
Queen:;;lnnd \YPrc' not rccci,·iug a 
from the "3::nrn!il1PT~ and timber ltlerchnnt<;_ 
thronghnnt Queensland. \Ye \Vf>re told tlw t 
the pC.ople Wf>rE-' bring chnrg~'cl too ntnch for 
the tirnbcr 1hc:· required and ... which ~Y~l'> 
llecec<:"n_rc to erect their 1H.::mes. IIave "\Vc­
fonncl a~1y change f'incc this GoY-crnntent lw.;;::. 
lJccn in power in conne-ction with the 
cheapening of the prlcP of tintber for the 
lmilding- of honws for tlw people of Queen··· 
lmlll"' Xn, quitf' the opposite. vVe find. 
ln~tr>ad of ITtainino· thC' timbers o£ Quccns­
la.Jal for th<' peopl; of Queellsla nd. that the 
State Goyernn1ent did 0xactlv the f'ame at 
the timh0r merclwnb wc:-c .dOing-, n.nd they 
exported to the Southern StatPs- every fo~n 

of timlwr which thev coulrl chs­
r7.30 p.UL] 1106(' of at 3 f-atisfa('tOr:V flg"Hl'C. 

· Yet hon. membl'l"S in this Cham­
lwr "-i !1 p-d up and tell us "+at i!rcat thing-s 
thC' GoYPrnntrnt has clotH' for tht working­
men of this -countrv. \Vht>n \YL' know· that 
such thin::·s us that· haYc bcC'n taking- nlac(' 
]n Qn00:nSlnnd 'iYC rn1ght 'iYPll a.;;k onrscl~Tes: 
T-la\Te the' Gov0r11121Pllt p!ay0rl th0 g-am{' n1 <'l 

fair ~nd squar(' mann0r lnT thP workrnen c- f 
thi country? 1 contPncl that th<'Y ha Ye not. 
Thev haY(,' made d1ar_g('s DO\V. foe years 
D p:ninst prp\-lous Admi11ish"•tions as to wha.t 
th0v haYe done jn this dil'C'('tiDn. ~vPt 
irnt~lecliatel.,- the,· p;et the opportunity the,· 
aclopt the selfsame tadiPs about which tlwv 
have• lJC·en cmnplaining for DHHlY y0ar~. A 
charge ha,, bPcn made during· thf' conr:;::f' of 
thi-s ~1Plmte about tlw purehas0 of n Gennau 
dredO'C and the erection of Gennan bridge.;;. 
Quit~ true. But not a word has been said 
alJout the fact that the Treasurer of the 
present Governnwnt paid in New South 
\Yalrs hehwcn £30.000 and £40,000 for a 
t"awicr to fish in the Queensland waters. 
whilP at the verv same time thcv held a 
tender for the c~·c~tlon and cornr;lC'tion of 
that tnnvler by a linu Cll!::!·aged in businc.-s 
in Brj-sba11c. 

A Gon:n:OIE);T 1\fE:IIBER: That statement 
,, d-:"3 comr,letcly disproved. 

).Ir. o·srLLfVA~: At anyT ratP it \Yas our 
o1vn Au~rra lians 'iYC g·ot it fl·o;~; not Ger­
n1an8. 

Mr. 1'(Ly1or.J 
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NI r. TA YLOR: That statement was not 
dispmYed. Hon. members know it perfectlY 
wc•JI, and although the Treasurer made ce~­
tDin exruses in ronncrtion ·with th{' building 
of that tra\··1er. the fact remains that the 
teuder was received, and the onlv acknow­
ledgment the firm got was the.• rctu;·n of their 
dc•posit cheque and the usual departmental 
note that their tender could not be accepted. 

The SECRET-\RY FOR RAILWAYS: Thev were 
not vc1~y keen on it. ~ 

Mr. TA YLOR: It is verv eYidcnt that if 
they were not keen the Government were 
less keen, because if the Govern1nent ·were 
~~inc;"rc in their desire to pl'OYide work for 
tlw workman of Queensland when thev 
received. that tender, oven s~pposing tha't 
tlwre might have been conditions which the 
Government could not approve of, the:v could 
have made some attempt to bring the parties 
togcthPr to see If that trawler could haye 
been built in the State, but this thev did not 
do. · 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILvYAYS: Thev would 
not specify a time. • 

Mr. TAYLOR: They specified a time and 
the time which the Goyernment acc~pted 
from N cw South \V ales was exceeded by 
ahout eight or nine months. 

The PHEMIER: No; they did- not specifv 
a tune. ~ 

. Mr. TA YLOR : If thev did not specifv a 
trme, the Treasurer stated in this Charnber 
the month in which he expected deliverv of 
the trawler from New South \Yales, w·hich 
was October, and he got it either in :\I arch 
?r April. The Premier specificallv stated 
m reply to the arguments at that time that 
1t was to be delivPrPd within about two m· 
three months of time spc,,ified bv the ftrm of 
Evans, Andcrson, and Phelan.· That firm 
have works at Kangaroo Point capable of 
empl_oying several hundred men, and at. the 
partJCular trme that the tendN w:ts sent in 
they employed a~>out three or four Loys and, 
I thmk, somothmg hke half a dozen men. 
There was an opportunitv for the GoYern· 
ment to ha vo helped the ;;vorkers of Queens­
land had they so chosen. but thcv sent to 
New. South \Vales and purchased this 
particular trawler. 

. A good <;loa! of discussion has taken·''plare 
l1l connectwn With our railwavs. \Yhat I 
hayo to say is this: \Yhat tho' Government 
have dono during the last week or two in 
connection with fares and freights they 
ohould have done two or three years arro 
and I am not afraid to state it here. ~ i 
s~ated previously, in answer to an interjec­
tron, that so far as the country people wore 
<'OllCBrncd, I would let them down as light 
as po:ss1ble l'(~garding fares and freightsJ and 
would take all. sorts of carf) that the people 
of the large CJtiGs and towns should pay a 
gt'C'<tte~· pnJportJon of the expense of running 
the rallways than they have been doing for 
many years. (Hear, hear!) I take it that 
\VC hanJ to look at things in a reasonable 
and sensible light. and we know that during 
the last four or fhe vears the increases in 
wages .alone to raihvaY en1ployecs is, as \ve 
have boon told. something like £1.000,000, 
and we also knDw there has b-een a consider­
able increase in the cost of all kinds of stores 
reqmred to run our railwavs. £1.500 000 
dc•firit 00 OUr railways VCar after Year is' no 
good to Queensland nor "any State;. and how­
ever or wherever the deficit may be made, 

{Mr. 'l'aylor. 

the fad remains that the JWople of Queens­
land have to make un that rnoncv somehow 
110oner or later, and "the Roon!~r they realise 
that it is not the intention of the 
GoYPrnrncnt to rnn thr raihvays as a purely 
philantrophic affair, but that thc'y mu't be 
<'Xjwcted to pay a reasonable amount of the 
taxation required to carry on the business of 
the country, the better. If what has been 
done rccPntly had been done three years a"o 
we should haYe had no deficit to-day. \Yce 
arc told that the increased reYcnue which 
the Gm·crnmcnt expect to receive by the 
increased fares and freights will amount to 
£500,000 per annum. Judging front the 
retnms \Vhich arc furnished of the number 
of miles of railv. ay tha.t are open. the train 
mileage which is run, and the various other 
figures that we ban~ been given, I f'crtainly 
think that some improvement could be made 
to reduce the cost price of running those 
railwavs. If the railwavs ar-c overstaff0d, I 
think that profitable avenues could be found 
for any men who may have to be displaced 
on account of a n•arrangen1ent. I say that 
somC' of the charges n1ade for carrying gDods 
on the raihvays are simply absurd. You 
could not g·et a man with a horse and dray 
to take a load ac-ross the road for what the 
railway ha:" be0n carr~ving goods frorn Bris~ 
banc for 10, 15, or 20 miles. That is not 
a businesslike nnd co1nmon~scnse way .of 
carrying on a big business concern such as 
our railways. \\' e look upon them as the 
b< •t asset in this countrv. \V c look upon 
their control bv the Go~-crnment as being 
the best control. in the interests of the whole 
of the people of Queensland. Owing to the 
fctrt that railwavs have been built into unpro­
ductive centres 'and have not paid, and will 
not pay probably for some considerable time, 
the deficit on those ra,ilways has to be made 
up, and, although I do not expect that the 
railways should pay every penny of the 
a-mount of interest, I certainly think that an 
intere•t rctctrn of under 14s. is simply absurd. 

A good deal was said last night about 
the Tre•asurer having stated last year that 
the amount of deficit was going to be paid 
out of the revenue of 1918-1919. That, of 
courw, was not ,done, and when the charge 
has been made here in connection with that 
matter, the Treasurer has repeatedly asked 
in what other v, ay he could have applied 
the money. Ho said, if the amount of 
n'vemw rect>ivc,d for that particular year 
had been over and above the• expenditure 
and sufficient to meet that deficit. it would 
have been applied in that direction, but so 
long as there was a deficit on the year's 
working that money could not be so applie;:L 
\V ell, if thP Treasurer knew that, ':'hy did 
he not tell us when he first made this state­
ment 9 Why did hfl want to say it was 
going to be done in a certain way, and then. 
-\yhcn the· figures come along·, and we fin~d 
that the revenue did not come up to his 
anticipation. nothing- was done, and the 
deficit is still there? 

My opinion with regard to taxation is 
this: Queensland is a young country; Aus­
tralia is a big country; taxation must 
increa'e if population increases and develop­
me,nt is to be gone on with. (Hear, hear!) 
The standard of comfort is being raised 
every week and every year right through­
out the whole of Queensland and Australia, 
and as we wish to see Queensland deve.tup 
and its industries expand, I take it that it 
is an absolute neccssitv in the growth of 
this country that there shall be a certain 
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·increase in taxation. But when we come to 
wnsidcr the enormous increase that has been 
made since the Labour Government has been 
in power, \\C ask ourselve·s, has the money 
which they have been receiving from the 
various sources of taxation been judiciously 
applie-d and expended? No doubt, in quite 
a number of instances, it has; but we• con­
tend that in quite a number of instances it 
has not. And I would say, in connection 
with most of the State enterprises, it has 
simply be·en a diversion of public money, in 
many instances made at a loss, and which 
has not done any good nor helpe·d to develop 
the State. Take, for instance, the fish 
industry. \Ve all like fish, but we do not 
g-et very much of it. And, as I haye stated 
oefore. most of the fish that a good many 
of us got is fish out of the tin, and that tin 
comes from oYe-rseas. Indeed, I take it, 
whet her we ha ye fish or not, we are just as 
healthy and fit. I look upon fish as being 
rather a luxury than a necessity of modern 
life. and I certainly think an immense 
amount of public money has been, and is 
be·ing, wasted so long as that industrv is 
allowed to continue. " 

The same applies to State stations. I have 
nothing to say against the State having 
>tations, but the on() regrettable feature is 
this: instead of the Government incre-asing 
the supply of cattle, they have simply bought 
:'tations and displaced existing cattle-holders. 
It a pp ears to me they have not increased 
the number of cattle one bit, although they 
have any amount of fine territories through­
out the State. I should like to see Queens­
land the butcher's shop for the whole world, 
and I do not see anv reason whv it should 
not be·, nor do I s0'e any reason why the 
Government should not assist in attaining 
that end; but the way we are going on at 
present, to my mind, certainly is not going 
ro do that. \Ve haYe had certain figures 
placed before us in connection with this 
particular industry which tells us t'hat a. 
profit of, I think, something like £40,000 
or £50,000 has been made on the State 
stations during the past year. In analysing 
those figures, the hon. member for Carna.r­
Yon the other n;ght showed that had the 
present State stations been in the hands of 
pri,·ate owners, instead of showing, as they 
did in the statement of the Amlitor-G<>neral, 
a profit of between £40,000 and £50,000, 
they would actually have shown a loss of 
botwQE>n £4,000 and £5,000. The hon. mem­
ber showe-d that ha·d those stations been 
nm by the individuals who possessed them 
prior to the Government taking them over, 
they would have had to pay income tax, 
land tax, and quite a number of other taxes, 
n nd that if those taxes had bee·n paid by 
tlw Government. the State >tations would 
have sho,vn a lose:. Those figures can be 
yerified, or they can be shown to be untrue, 
and I certainly think that if those f1gure·s 
are correct, it is tirne the Go..-crnn1ent 'vent 
<Jut of the Stah station business and took 
on something Plso which WOlJld prove of a 
TiiOl'e ren1unerative nature. 

Mr. O'SULLJVAN: And let the squatters 
have it to themselves and put up the price 
of n1eat.. 

:\1r. TA YLOR: There is one thing that 
hon. m<:mbers on th0 Gove·rnment side 
'' nnot d<my. and that is. that prior to 1915 
the cost of living was infinitely less than it 
" to-day. 

Th0 SECRET\RY FOR AGRIC1JL1TRE: That 1s 
,o all over the world. 

:\Ir. TAYLOR: If the Government had 
allow~d a natural state of affairs to continue. 
we should not have had the high prices 
which c·xist to-day. The statement has been 
made that the rate of wage paid to railway 
employee,; in 1914 was such that the railway 
men could not liYe decently. Does any hon. 
member on that side of the House dare to 
say that, cYc-n with the present increase in 
wages "' hich the railway men have received, 
that they arc as woll or better off than they 
were in 1914? 

A GovERNME:-!T ME~IBER : Y os. 

Mr. TA YLOR: I am sorry that the hon. 
member should say that, as I do not think 
he really belie'+ es it, beca.uso every man 
knows that for what a man could get for 
a sovereign in 1914 it would require £1 6s. 
or £1 7s. to-day. Yet, when the Denha.m 
Govennnent \Vere in power, they were 
accused of sweating the railway worke·r. 
GoYERK~IEKT MEMBERS: So they did. 

::Wr. TAYLOR: The Dcnham Gove;·nment 
paid the railway workers a. princely wage 
compared to what they are gettmg f10m the 
present Governn1ent, and hon. rnernbors 
!mow that perf<ectly welL \Ve have the 
TrPasurPr's cstin1ate of revenue and expendi­
ture for the present vear, and he has stated 
that he oxp.ects a surplus of something over 
£4,000 on the year's work. I do not know 
how he expects to get it, because he telh 
us on page 16 of the Statement that the 
Commonwealth Government contemplates, 
during· tho present year, reducing the per 
capita allowance b_y 2s. 6d. a year, and for 
twelve months that will mean for Queensland 
a sum of £94,000 odd. That means that for 
this half of the prese·nt financial year we 
shall receive probably £47,000 less from thE> 
C:ommonwceJth Government, and the per 
capita allowance will be reduced each year 
until it only amounts to 10s. per head. What­
prm·ision is the Treasurer making for a loss 
of rc\·enut> such as that? \Ve find no pro­
Yision made at alL He is quite willing to go 
on spending n1oney in an extravagant way on 
quite a number of enterprises which are not 
in the best interests of the people of Queens­
land. \VP haYe the spectacle of the State 
iron and steel works. 

:\1r. O'SuLLIVAN: I-Ie wants to square the 
finances. 

::Vir. TA YLOR : I think he has got them 
into tangle instead of squaring them. It is a 
sort of maze or puzzle, and it will take sonw 
squaring up before the Tn~asurf'r is done 
with it. The Treasurer has statE>d that he 
f'XllPCts to SlJPnd out. of loan moneys a su1n of 
J:4 000.000. • He has !won converted in C0'1-

ncrtion with this loan expenditure. Tn 
"Han,ard." cxiv., page 46, the Treasurer 
i:Ylr. TlwodorP) has this to say with regard to 
th<' Denham Government-

" ThP Governrnf'nt has con1c to a sane 
wav of thinking and has decided to spend 
onl:v £2.000.000 a year." 

?\ow the Treasurer is going to snend over 
£4,000.000, and attempted to justif;: it after 
the• critici,ims which were hurled at the 
Dcnham Gon•rnment on account of the 
in~rf'asi ng expenditure of loan nlono:v~. I-Ie 
~ Jid tlwy -were g€'tting sane. and I suppose 
if tl1 p Df.nha rn GoYf'l'Tilnont had berorne sane 
8t that particular tin1e \VO n1ust argue that 
the prP~Pnt GnYcrnin-ent are becoming- insane 
nn acconnt of what the:-- nropose to spend 
·during the m·e·,,ent year. Yfe know that, as 
far as the Commonwealth JS concerned. they 
haYe got to face an enormous expenditure. 

Jl{ r. '['a;/ z,_., . J 



2216 Ways and }i[eans. [ ASSE;viBL Y.] Trays and JYieans, 

Thrn• has. been the rnost J~sastrons dronghr 
that has ever cxi~ted in

1 
rhis country, and 

a~ a. ('<.JihCCJUl'ncc _of tnat drought "'IYhcn 
tiJO J1gures conrc 111 for thP incornc tax 
n_'turn and for qurtc a rlunrber of other 
rc1 un1:", tho Governrnc11t will find that the 
~~st~rnatcs which \\ e have been considering 
GUl'Ing the prescY"Jt \Yeek will not bP realised 
cu1d that there ·will bo a Yery nnwh groato;. 
;::.hynagl' than t,hP,I,' are inclined to aubcipate. 
\\ e all b1m-. :uat, .anJ we all know that, so 
far a::; tlw Conltnon\vcalth Govcrnrnent is 
conc<'t'llcd, an innnensc arnouut of nroueY 

to be rais<;cl in order to carrv out its 
\Ve knol,',' the inrn1onsC amount 

has to be found in connection 
gratuity t_o soldier·s, nnd no one 

g,nunblc.-J nt. that. Everyone throughout the 
Cou~1nonwealth rccognif-es that if there is orw 
~~·ctJOn of the co1n1uunity thrn dcscrYCS ·well 
of the )WO!lle of Austral] a it is the men who 
:n:nt. u \YUY and fought fo1· us in Fra::.1ce aud 
m othcy parts of. tho worJ.d. IlaYing that 

lcuge that th1~;, nlone;,- has to be rais~ d 
ouly rjght and rJroper~ that the Treaoure{· 

look ro~n~d and ::;ee how lt is pO<:\ible. 
unpa1nng cfficicncv and \Vithouf 
nnemploy11Hmt, to 'best sponJ the 

Illollr);,- .!'Cccn-eJ dunng the pre::-:unt vcar so 
that the greatest good nHlV result ~to our 
eo~mtry. l certain!:· think that proper con­
~.iUl'l'atlon has r!ot been given in the Financial 
~'.1 ate!!H'nt tu t1lr> probabilities and nossibili­
tlc>s of the futnrc. If we want to sot the clock 
back .. ·we: rnight as Yvell go on a jamboree. 
spcudu1p; a" hard as. \Ye po~~iblv can. Of 

lf the world luul endeJ ;" was per­
the otlwr da,-, >Ye would hanl got o~nt 

our rl<'bt,s, but the world has not ended, 
~nd 1

, (_' aut t(: do all we can to deYc1op the 
State. 'The prunary industries ha\Te suffered 
~1~nd 111'0 suf1\,ring because of the drought, and 
1; we had had a few more wcckc of the 
{tl'ought there "\\·ould not haYc bcPn verv 
many men left on the land. AnJ in the ligh"t 
o.f tux.atton the fl1Un on Hw lnnd i~ not ( rrr­
;'I,;ll'l'C·d :o much as ihc man in the citv. 
1 "" GoYornment tell us they arc full of 
o,'·mpcttlly, for the man on the land; that 
tnc,· Tant to ] J!t the burdens of!' him but 
mst, ad of ltftmg· the burdens off him' thev 
are crushing hrn1 dcnYn with taxation of on'e 
form nr 0norher. so that he L.ar·dlv knovvs 
,whl're he 1~, and rrt the end of thP ye~tr. 1..vhen 
ne CO!flPS to makE~ up his figures---if he has 
gut to rnakt' nv---hc finds he has been 

fi ftcen or sixtP.Pn hours a da v for 
tlw benefit. of the people in the cit;,. I 
('0l't,1Inly th1nk d1e n1an on the land should 
~1aYc grc~atcr f'Onsjdcration shown to hin1 than 
JS shcmn to the man in the city. If the man 
on thP land has a taxable income c,f £600 
and a 1nan jn the city like n1v,,elf or anvon~ 
C>!se has a t:•.xable income of £600, I contend 
t!lat th0 rnan Hl thQ country \Yho has earned 
tnat £?00 has done a jolly sip:ht mora for 
Quecnswnd than the man in the citY. He 
has helped to push it along. He has 'helped 
to. ac!Yancc the Stahe. He has paid more in 
rady-a:v freights and in other way::;) and is 
('nnt.lP·d to a greater consideratio~ than he 
gd,. Instead of that, we find that at Pverv 
turn lw 1s bPmp: harassed and troubled bv 
ln,sp0C'tors a,nd b~T Yarions forn1s of taxatioil 
wniCh_ arc not fan~ and \\·hich arc not in the 
hC'~t Intf'l'CF:t:;; of ag·ricu Hure. 

I would like now to rcfc'r to the appoint­
n.wnt of a LJC•ntenant-Governor. and I would 
h~c to "',v. that the Gon'rnment have created 
:nwt T tnn:-k IS <1 very dangerous precedent 
11

1
!dC'c'd. wh1ch n1uy or rna:v not n~act on any 

Go\Tcrnn1ent that n1ay be in po"',:vcr in the 

[Mr. Taylor. 

If V{e aro to continue to have 
I prefer infinitely more the systen' 

he en in 0x i~tencc in the pttst 
the one introducf:d \Yithin the 

I certainly think that it is in 
of Quceuslancl that. so far ,,-c should get a rnan free from. 

I d0 not say :'\-ou w-ill get a man 
fl'eo fron1 part:-.- bias. The n1a '1 

no l)a rty feelings is (l. petty n1an. 
not a rna.n at alL EYcry n1an, in a 

gTc•ntPr OI' lt~:;;sor rnu:;;t haYo certain 
part7 YiPw~. bnt. :-o as ·yn __ ~ possiblv can. 
~yp \\-(Ult party Gov.crnors 
and party such as is likelY' ro 
r0"' It from appointment that' ha' 
bl'Cli made. 

'\Tr. B'CTLER (Lnch1' rl: I think that tlP 
Fin_ancial StaJcrncnt affoTds a ~.;;plenrlid oppor~ 
hunt~- for rnmnbers to discuss a subject tha(; 
othPn..,·isn 1\·on!d not bo lTientioncd, and the 

person responsible fen· tho institu­
[8 p.m.] l'ion -honlcl h>tYe the thanks nf 

all priYatc nH•rn1Jcr:-;.. The; }_i-,inrrn-
('ial Staten;ent di.sclos0s st-aLllitv of the 
finances uf (~necn~land. lu.tn: \Yhich. 
nnfodunatcl:-·. a fe1\- people Queensland 
\Yonld 1ike to have seen a failure, I a.ro 
p]cn.scd to ~,a)·, ~,,'as a g1·cat f;llf'CCSS. It got-'· 

to ]H'OYP tlint those- contrnlliP£; the rnonev 
rnarker~ of tl1P ·world an~ o£ the~- opinlo11 tba'_ 
\YP hn\-t" a stable GoYcrtuncnt :in Queensland. 

GoYERX:.\IEXT 1\IIO!BERS: :Hear, hear! 

Mr. BL:TLER : Holding thn opinions I 
hold. I >vot!ld like to aJJ that I do not 
,~-ht~tlwr. it augurs as well, for the change 
t.tle -soctal svstf'nt I ·would Jlke to <L· 
some might think. Man," L·ig- problems 
tu Y hi ell. sooner or latc•r, will haYo to be 
Jealt with, and I think the present Govern­
n:.~nt arc the Governrnent who ought to deal 
•nth th,•m. I think one of the bigge·t ques­
tions is that of consc1Ting the water in 
Quet._•usland. (Hear, hear!) For years pasr, 
nght np to the pr(~sent l110llth, at f:dcction 
tirrlC' WC have svoken of the lleCCssit~7 fm.· 
ta('kling the question of water conscrYation. 
anJ periodinll,v ,,.., ·SLiffer from the dre2d 
cff<'cts of drought. I am of the opinion tha~ 
on1~· a few realise 'rhat a really bad drour~bt 
means to the people on the land in Queens­
land. I know by reading, and al"o by 
c:qwripncc, that this House is not the place 
for too illlidl St~lltiil12llt. r\t }pu;~t, SO \YC 

arc told. Bnt I have ,,-itncsscd sights in the 
Lockyer di,trict during the last droughc 
which, had they been told to me, I would 
have thought tho person telling me wa,; 
cxrt~gerating·. I know Incn 'vho have scldorn 
had any result for their labour. Feed gives 
ont, the bank puts in a note about interesc, 
the storckPPlJCr cannot continue his credit­
In sonlE:-"' insf.ances I kno"'iv of the man 
out of his farm with the words. '' To be 
t,, public auction" burning in-bis n1ind 
tures of the future. All this is dne to 
eriniina] folly and incapacit~,- of those who 
<"ould do something. I know that the 
Go.-ernmcnts of other daYs failed to tackle 
this question. I know ., that the prc,om 
Govcrnrneut's SYstem of statecraft does not 
easily lend itself to hig schemes of this kind. 
In spite of this, the present Governmen'' 
could do more than they have done. 

A GOVER:\"}JE:-;T 1\In!BER: vYhcre arc thev 
going to get the n1onoy from? · 

:\fr. DCTLER: We get money for e.-er. · 
thing e!&e we want. \Ve are able ro 
negotiate a £2,000,000 loan quite easily. 

:\Ir. FRY : They saiJ they could get more. 
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1\'h·. BeTLER : I think we could get more. 
Even if a bjg seherne involving rnany 
millions conld not be entered upon. why 
;.:;hould not the Govenuncnt considt'r installiug 
irrigation pln.nts to approved farrr1crs in 
approved districts on ]ong tcrn1s '? Such a 
scheme as this is, I think, one which should 
<·ommcnd itself to the Secretary for Agricul­
ture and to the Government. I think it 
wmrld well reptty the Government, and would 
he a 1mndcrful benefit to the people of the 
Stat<'. N ea.rl:- every other State in Australia 
has tackled thiCJ question. 

J\Ir. CoLLlKS: Don't forget the big Inker­
rn an irrig'ation schen10 starte-d by this 
GoYernrn.c1_1t. 

:\1r. BUTLER : I "·ould remind hon. mem­
bel'S that I an1 not forgetting anything tho 
UovcnmHmt hasc done, and say they int,end 
to do. but I havo been jn Queensland long 
cnol!;:c·h to have heard from public platforms, 
and to hase rea.d in the Press. tirru:s "\Ylthout 
nnl.abc!l', wfutt is going to be done' in this 
~·:ny: and I hav(~ lived here long enough to 
ha Ye witJH ~sed drought aftt~r drought, and 
to know tbat up to the present nothing like 
"lmt should havo bcc11 done has hc>en done. 
In rny op1-nion, it is tiu1o we rcall,v got a 
Jnu-r\· on lu this 1natter. did not allow 
othe~· rnaticrs which an~ of irnr)ortancc 
to takt• 11p the tin1o they aro taking up. 

0J'l'OSTTIOX :YinrBERS: II ar, hear r 

I\lr. BL'TLEl~: Regarding tht> raihYays, 
would like to l \Yish to euh'r my pro· 

test ag-aiust of thP incrca, c ~ which 
I do not think arc justifiable at this time. 
:\1Y uwn PCl'SOlJI-d oni:aion is that the circutn~ 
st~~ ne_ ,;,llT:.tllted ~the GoY{'l'nnwnt :-hawing 
allother i[ IH'cesstu·y. Res.;arding the 

qnestion, during the FedcrUl 
said-and I rncallt it--~hat the 

Fcclcral failed to do what rni::rht 
itaYP Uec11 dorw with the \Yonclcdul rnachin~'l'V 
<tt theit· displntl. Th,, ]JCopk of Au,trali:C 
ha YC' llOt lH'Pll protc"Ctccl against i he 11rofitecr. 
I would like to sec the Dl'C:'')(~nt Gc)verunwnt 
u:;;c~ thP ll!achiu('I',V ihcir disposaL and 
atte111pt to do I \vould like to 
know \vhat the nnicnif'ts are doing at this 
titn -. \Vh.\' ha Ye \re uot big uprising>; on 
the rwrt of tho unionists ag(.lin~t this incrt~as,3d 
~<:1-xation ;·hat lu1s been 11luced upon thr:n1 '? 
\Yh\~ do not we haYe den1on·h·ations froru 
the· unioni~ts. who 1nost of all arc feeling 
the bun~t'tt of the high pL'iceM ·~ If 
1 would like to see the Go\'f'l'lllllC>llt 

demonstt·ations. Itegarding State cnte1·~ 
genPra1ly, criticis111 c.· n De ]cyelled at 

thP Dchninistration in cert1in directions. 
Harci a:-:. it mav be to bclieYc. the n1L'lnl>~~rs 
of the GoYl'l'1l.Inent are htnnan. l\1istak·c"', 
nmba hh· lwYe be<'ll marlc. \\'hat I "onld 
iikP to ~ay Yer. delibPrately regarding State 
cntcrpri,es is this: that the Gm·ernmcnt ha Ye 
~hovdl that they are gcnuiue, tLat they n1pant 
\'1 hat the,y sa id \V hen th{)y pro1nised State 
cntPrpris('Q.. The unionist, in 1ny opinion, 
is not k{'PlJing as faithfully as l1o 1night 
haY<' done his part of tho contract. A 
good d<~nl of fault can bo found ith 1nany 
of those Ycho <ll'P suppo,~d to hold State 
<"llt(~rpri::;c lJrinciplc•s, who ru·c employed in 
our Star_, enterprises. I belieYe in the control 
of iudu3tl"y by the rnc~n en1ployecl in the 
indmtt·,·. and I think eomc of the State 
<•nt'·rpr.ises ·\\'ould be a [rood ground for a 
trial of ,.uch a schen1c. But, unlo':>s unionists 
arn pr.c•parc·d to accept thE:" responsibilities 
,,-hich anthority brings-either the indiYidual 
or the union-I would strf•nuously OPllOSe 

an,~ intl'ocluctioll of the idea. w.·_nt to sa:v 
th~tt to ihe p:i'escnt I do not think nnion­

~hovvn anv dcsjre to undertake~ tbe 
SUcf': <1 3ChCill(' \VOllld invo]Ye, 

is tinw son1e of uuion 
that. althongh Go· 

a big l'l'"ponsibilihT in State 
unjoni~ts-emnloved in btate entc.r~ 

have an equal l"C' ~po~sibilit:~. Regard­
the Govern nu nt soldier,:.' sdJ1t'1nent~. I 

1itt1l' c1·jtjci<n1 I would like to offer 
the Bc·,rburnnn Soldit'L"s' S=·ttle~ 

lH ~ent st.atc of affairs at Deer­
Lun·uul I<-' such that, nllless there is a drastic 
c:hang(' i11 the ndtniHistratior:. and the Inanago­
l1ll'nt, rht' :::c}wruc rannot possibly be a success. 
I ha 1 <' dcfinit.c ])Cr>onal knoy, ledge of that 
uf wl1ich I tipea1~. _A 1nan goes up to Ecor­
lmnnm. He aliu;hts at the station. He finds 
hi' \Y 'y to the. office. His papers are in 
order. · The gcntlcnEln in the office snys, 
''Yes. Lot No. 651 ls vacant; yotl will find 
it a \i'fl ,T do\'l·n the roa.d. Folhnv the bla.zecl 
tr<< ·k.·i llr' spcncL a d<ty in the and 
1n·nbably retunJ~ to the station and the 
train to Caboolturr as a roup le of young 
fellow~ did a \Yeck or t~, o ago \vhorn I ITl•Ct 

ill CaboolturP. without tinding Block 651. 
.\nv'>'':av, theY find t}J 1r blo{)k, and t.he;.T 
th'c,i<1 • 'th0v '~'i1! tarl;:Jc mttking a Jiyjng on 
t!JC' lalld. ' ThFv a.re S(~nt out on to tht~ir 
blot k. and tht'\~ c-an go on th':,rc. wbethcJ.' 
thl'.'. ha\T had· exP<'ric::lC:::> or not. in their 

waY. Tlwv do not get proper 
rf'hc')" do 'not get the assistance 

rhat thP:V ought to get £ro1n those who started 
the ~chcn1e. The·· do uot gt~t tlu~ expert 
opiniou, th" expe-rt advice, right 011 tbcjr 
L1.J'Dl:-:> that tlHH- nec·d; and, nnlc.ss thf'.\' get 
this, tl1e Beeri..nuTurn schcnlC n1u.~t. in 1ny 
opinion, fail. ..:\. fev.· otht!~· ~ :rninor. ~natt_ors. 
l thjnk. Pasilv cou1d be l'·i.:Ctlhed wlncll rrnght 
he . rtll t:tionc_Cl. On.t'. i~ th.(; clu~·; of h~us~ 
'.\·h1ch IS br1ng bu1lt. TOf tHO~(~ ULtYC' boy~ 
(fen· ,,,·horn nothing was too good when they 
'' cnt to the hont) on the soldiers' settlement. 
One of the last house's put up on the last 
lmt one block to BrisbarH would 
111akc• fowlllOu:::c. Thv 
hou c Tlw t::tnk got fuil of 
\1 atcr, t.OP!Jh:d ovt'r. There 
is not a ':otump You (an pnt your 

thl'ough the craeks in the veranda 
and I 'hould not be at 

a i£ \on could a guod Yicw sky 
flmn :iny angl·(' an\T of the ::.·oon1s nt any 
time nf trw nig·ht or' day. The reason of 
thi~ j. sirnp!~· that the Uil·cct H(hninlstration 
is lacking in something. That bon'5c was 
bnilt and~'""" paid for with money bonowed 
hv the ,,,!Pctor. He has to it back. I 
tl1ink we shoulcl not forg~·t This hou',). 
i<;;;, JlOt being· p:1Yen to hirn so1ne kindly 
dispo .. ~ed pe1·son. IIe will a statc1ncnt 
whi-ch shOWfl that h0 0\YC'S SO JYlUCh to SOJTlC­

bodv for t.hi> house. \Vhat I would like to 
~!'C' · at B(-~erbnrrum is a greater pnr-,onal 
interest taken in the 1nen. I \vould like to 
;;:cc lHOl't"' exncrt ach-ice nxai1able for those 
0n thP s0ttL~n1t~nt. I bclicYe if this \Yerc 
don0 the men on the scttJ.r'm<'nt would 
rc·sponc1. 

:\lr. FHY: Tt is qnit.c 0sscntial that they 
get it, othcn,-isc then~ wi11 be disashr. 

:Hr. BeTLER : I hope the Government 
will do this. I hope they will col!Sidcr a 
scheme that I know would bP favourable to 
and \Hmld assist those settlers very much­
that is. undertaking' to cash the war gratuity 
r,,lJlds for all settl~rs. Everv soldiers' settle­
nw;,t s'Jould be represented by one of its 

Mr. Butler.] 
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elected members on the· land settlement com­
mittee. (Hear, hear !)' I think they should 
ha vc a voice on the boards that decide very 
largely their destinies. Regarding the 
Federal elections, I just want to say again, 
as, unfortunately, I had to say before, that 
I regret that a good many of the· citizens in 
Queensland were deprived of their votes 
dming the last Federal election. I hope, 
now that peace has be•en ratified, that all 
these thing, will be put right. I sat the 
other day and listened to the hon. member 
for Logan telling this House why he left 
the Labour party. I would like to say I 
regret his loss to the· party on personal 
grounds, bl!t after hearing his explanation, 
certainlY not on political grounds. I con­
sider hrs criticism of the Government was 
weak, and I fail to sec why it coul·d not 
haye been made by him as a member of 
the Govo·mment. The idea, because a man 
is a member of the Government and a mem­
ber of the Labour party, that he is bound 
by some remarkably strong bond and must 
not utter a word of criticism or put forth 
one idea that does not agree with the party 
leade-rs is all wrong. Tho idea that a man 
who sits on this side of the Chamber is 
bound hand and foot, as the hon. member 
for Logan knows full well, is quite untrue. 

Mr. vVHl'rFORD : Absolutely. 

~1r. BUTLER: I have spoken several 
!rimes in this House-and I than], the gods 
that it has only been a few times-and I 
hanJ not delayed the business of thi& Cham­
ber since I have been hero. Everv time I 
ha Ye spoken I ha Vfl been freely ail owed to 
state my opinions on anything the Govern­
lnent 'vas doing or intended to do, and no 
party leader has ever suggested to me what 
I should say on any particular subject. 
(Hear, hear!) Personallv, I wou1d not allow 
any party leader to dictate to me as to what 
I should say or how I should vote on anv 
particular question. In my opinion, the 
members on this side of the House are more 
free than members opposite. We enjoy more 
freedom than the hon. member for Logan 
and his colleaguos on the other si·de of the 
House. If we are bound, we are bound as 
that great Italian patriot liked to be houud 
-that others may be free. 

HONOURABLE Ji,fE)iBERS : Hear, hear ! 

::VIr. BUTLER: This leads me to sav that 
I have no word of abuse to offer to tho hon. 
member for Logan for taking the action Jw 
has taken, J:mt I want to say quite frankly 
that I consrder too much of our time has 
been taken up in abuse when· we should 
have been advocating our platform. We 
!rave not kept our objective as clearlv as 
we might have done before the poop];,. of 
Queensla1ld and Australia. \Ve do stand for 
a complete change of the present social 
system. (Hear, hear!) Wo believe as Ruskin 
bolit•v<'a. and becaLIS" Ruskin lon~ 'l the 
beautiful, together with a ~_1assion for his 
economic,, peace to his soul ! vVe believe 
with Ruskin that the poor h>1Ye no rig·ht 
to the J1l'O[lrrty of the rich, .aud likr,wisP 
1 he rich lun~c no right to the nroperb: of 
the poor. The best of e.-m·,-thino that is 
in this life, \\·e kuow, is m~rally~ the pro­
perty of the poor, because it io produt cl 
b)· the 11. We do stand for those who 
produce in enjoying to the full what thev 
produce. I think nothing is to be gained 
by gomg out of mtr wav and abusiniT the 
Prime Mini,ter of Austntlia or anvon: else 
wh<'n we might be explaining those things 

[Jh. Butler. . 

for which we stand. I se<) nothing unreason­
able in the belief that the present Govern­
ment might go on more quickly on the line of 
rcfonu than Wl~ have gone. I know of no reason 
why the biggest scheme of reform should 
uot be attempted by the present .Govern­
ment. \V c have witnessed wonderful changes 
during thP last few years. We• have seen 
institutions shaken and razed to the ground. 
Changes ha ye come about all over the world 
that no one ever anticipated. As the only 
Labour Government in the British Empire, 
I would lilm to see this Government attempt 
bigger schemes of reform than so far they 
have attempted. Personally, I am not per­
turb£'d by the result of the Federal elections. 
(Hear, hear!) I do not think a defeat at 
the polls means so much to the Labour 
moYement. Although this may not be the 
place to say it, I want to say that a mere 
defeat at the polls is neither here nor there 
from the point of view of the Labour party. 
Vote' mean very little as corn pared with 
the principles for which we stand. Although 
we suffered a bit of a defeat at the polls 
at the last Federal elections, I am Sl1re it 
has had no effect against the great onward 
march of the Labour movement. I am sure 
it has had no effect on the intellectual 
march that is going on. I am optimist 
enough to believe that, in spite of every­
thing, we are slowly, very slowly, but surely 
getting nearer to that time when we shall 
all be able to live in peace and harmony 
under our own vine and fig tree. 

Mr. BRENNAN (1'oowoomba): I did not. 
intend to address the House on the Financial 
Statement, but owing to the attacks that 1 
have been made by the Opposition, and the 
statements with regard to the farmers gener-' 
ally in Queensland at the present time, I 
feel it my duty, as a representative of a 
farming centre, and also of an industrial 
centre, to say a few words. We heard the 
members for Dalbv, Burnett, Drayton, and· 
Cunningham, and "othe·r members represent­
ing farming constituencies, speakjng of what 
they will do .if they are returned to power' 
again. vVe need not ask them what they 
will ·do. We have onlY. got to t~ke our 
minds back to what thetr people drd when 
tc1ey were in power for fifty years. 

Mr. GRAYSON: They did not impose a land 
tax. 

)'lr. BRE"i'NA;o;: "i'o, they did not impose 
a land tax. In days gone by, you brought 
immigrants out from the old country and 
gaYe thorn land orders. Past Governments 
appointed romrnicsions to look into th0 
atl'air·'· of these twoplc. The squatters had 
largo holdings, and sorr.e of their land was 
resumed for selection purposes. The worst 
of the land was givf'n to the selector for 
grazing purposes. The land \Vas taken up 
for the purpose for which it was selected. 
The land on the Darling Downs was taken 
up for grazing sheep. as it was stated that 
1he land thoro u;ould not grow a cabbage. 
It -was taken up for a fevv ~hiltings an acre 
up to a bout £1 an acre in places. vVhen it 
wa,; found later on that it had another value, 
and that it was fit for agricultural purposes, 
who got the benefit' The squatter got the 
benefit. Let us take the Canning Down;; 
Ectate. represented by the hon. member for 
Cunningham. He knows that estate. He 
knows that it was taken up at abOLlt £1 
an acre. He knows that in 1903 or 1904 it 
was subdivided into farms at from £3 to £5 
an acre. There was no Agricultural Bank 
then, but the farmers got terms from the 
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'endors, and no sooner had thev bought that 
land than the I\'ational Mutual came along 
and lent them from £5 to £6 an acre on 
that land. That showed that money was 
l~tentiful anll H~c serurity vvae. good. Th,_• 
()ueensland I\'atwnal Bank afterwards lent 
tlwm as high as £8 to £10 an acre on the 
land. The result to-day is that the farmers 
who purchased that land, and were induced to 
borrow money from the bank. are iu stressful 
{.'ircumst.anccs, because the bank~ get their 
pound of flesh all the way throug·h. If these 
Ll rmcrs had taken un the land under the 
J>Npctual lease conditions thev wouLd be 
better off to-cl a v. If vou' take· anv of the 
farmers behveen '\Yarwick and Kill~rnev to­
Ja,v-, you \vill see that 1nost of the1n arc Poor. 
noh,-ithsLtnding that they got this land, all 
g-ood land. sitw1ted on the Condamine Vallev; 
but the whole system of land selection ":as 
~\Tong as it '''aS carried out by cnpitalistic 
mfluence. They would not give the small 
man a fair deal. The small man alwaYs 
gut the worst of the land, and bY the tin;_c 
he was able to pay for it the undertakers 
were moving him out of his house feet first. 
The farmers are being told that the Labour 
Go\'ernment is no good to them, but under 
Labour administration they are g-dting 
hotter prices, notwithstanding- that we have 
g-one through ono of the severest droughts 
<>ver expel'lonced 111 Australia. 

Mr. GRAYSON interjected. 

l'.Ir. BRE="='JA'N: The farmers carried 
their own barbed wire and fencing, and cut 
their corn, which thev sold to middlemen like 
the hon. member for" Cunningham. The.hon. 
member did so well ont of the farmers bv 
giving them a low price for their produce, 
that he was able to retire. That was the wav 
of the middleman. Ho was able to retir-e 
and come into Parliament and crv out 
about the poor, unfortunate 'farmer. ' 

Mr. GHAYSO:-<: I have been a farmer all 
~l~ . 

Mr. BRENXAX: You farmed the farmer. 
I would like to read an extract from the 
" Daily Mail" of the 25th August, 1919, in 
·ceference to the elimination of the middle, 
en an. It reads as follows :-

" MrDDLE:WEX ELIMINATED. 

"H!ElUCAN FAR'YIEHS SAVE. 

" V\'"hilo so n1any Qxpcriments in radi· 
cal socialisrn are stampeding Europe. the 
fanuep of North Dakota, Anwrica's 
gre:'t g-rain State, aro taking the bit in 
thell' teeth, too, and arc galloping off 
to pastures of public ownership amid the 
startled surprise of the rest of the Repub­
hc (states J. '\V. T. 1\iason, the Xcw 
York correspondent of ' The Dailv 
J~xprPSS '). ._, 

"Four years ago Korth Dakota 
demanded that the Legislature build a 
State-o\VlH d ternJ-inal grain elevator for 
the purpOSfl of breaking the grip of tho 
outside c1Jstr1butors and middlemen. The 
Leg-islature, in obodicuce to the old­
time political machines. sat still and did 
11othing. }'armcrs had al-wavs done as 
they \\ere .told in the past; why not 
ll()\1/? 

" But. somehow, the war fever got into 
the people of ="orth Dakota. Also, there 
was a rnan in tho State named Arthur 
C._ Townley. This porwn, hitherto incon-
3picuous and uuknovv11, suddt'nlv 
developod traits of spontaneous loadet:­
ship. He organisPd what is known as the 

'Non-partisan League.' He rallied the 
farmers to the league, and Arthur C. 
'l'ownle~' and the ~on-partisan Lcagt;e 
are now the dictators of .1\orth Dakota. 

"Tm;LY Hc:RAL. 

" Xorth Dakota has a total population 
of about 600.000. The State has no manu­
facturing industries. It is wholly rural. 
with scattered villages, nonfl haviniT a 
population exceeding 20,000." "' 

It shows that in America they have got some 
better svstcm for the benefit of the fa1·mer 
than we have got here. '\Vhen the Denham 
Uovernw.cnt \Yere in powt~r there IYCrc con1-
plain-ts bv members about the wav the 
farmers ,;·ere treated by the midtll,,men, 
but nothing "\Yas done until a Labour Govern­
lncnt 'vere returnPd. r_rhe LabOUl" 
Government establish<>d 'the Stat0 Produce 
Agency, so that the farmers could get an.v 
benefit from it if there were anv benefits 
to obtain. (Opposition laughter.\ c 

Mr. SrzEH: There is no benefit. 

::\fr. BREXI\' A~: Why is that? Because 
some members of the Opposition go down to 
the Roma street markets and operate against 
the State Ag-ency. \Vhen there is any 
Jarmers' produce offered by the State Pro­
duce Ag-ency there is uo bid, and tho follow­
ing day the farmer has to let it go becausc 
he cannot afford to hold it and pay demur­
rage. \Ve know from the operations at 
Roma street from week to week that the 
n:iddlcmen have a ring, and they work con­
Sistently to prevent the success of the State 
Produce Agency. 

Mr. ::VIoom:: That's nonsense. 

::'vir. BREXKA='J: It is not nonsense. '\Ye 
hear all about what this Govermnent has not 
done for the farmer. llut you must remem­
ber that certain Bills ha vc been passed by 
this Govel'lnnent. For jnstance. there is 
the Co-opPrativo Agricultural Production 

Bill. This is a Bill framed bv 
[8.30 p.m.] this party and was broughct 

about bv the conduct of the wheat 
pool in the Federa'! Gm·ernmont. \Ye bene­
fited bY that knowledge and introduced this 
Bill to· enable farmers to manage and control 
all their produce for the future. The Opposi­
tion raisP<1 all tlw obstacles and objections 
they possibly could for the purpose of pre­
Yentjng that Bill going throug·h. knowing 
that the farmers would take out of the hands 
of the middlemen the administratiun of their 
affairs. \Ye haYe made it possible for the 
farnwrs to hamlle their produee in their own 
wa~v as a co-or1erative concern. Then th£~rc 
is the Adn1llC('S to FarnH'rs and Settlers Bill, 
b.v which \YC' have jHlt 1nachincry on thP 
statute-book which will be a gre>1t relief to 
farmers. ,\nd yd we hear it repeatedly 
said on the othci' side that we have done 
nothing for the farmero ! Now tha.t the 
droug-ht is broken, I am sure that the l\1inister 
will do as he did hst year-purchase the 
"'''cl wheat and didribute it to the farmers. 
not\Yithstancling the fact that there is so 
n1uch n1onry osring b~~ the fanners to thiF> 
n nd past Govern1ncnts for Riinilar assistance 
in times nf cli,astrous drought. Represen­
tations have been made to the :VIinister. and 
I an1 ~urc that he will cxb:--nd syn1pathy in 
that matter, 

\Ye also find tlw Opposition laying great 
stress upon the condition of DUl' railway:.-,. 
Recently I had occasion to visit the Southc1·n 

ll[r. Brennetn.] 
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~·.tates, and I hnYe no hP·~itation in sa:s ing 
rhat tlw rolling-stcK'k of =-'Jew Sonth \Vale~, 
\ ictoria. :1nd South .:-\nstralia ls in a shock-

condition. and is not being attended to. 
haYt' not neglrctcd our rolling-stock 

)H!r \Yhni \YC haYC got is in a far better 
than a11v in ~:'\ ustralia and tha.t 

be aptlTe(·it~ted by l;on. 1{1C1nbers on 
r iH other side. The hon. member for 
_\la,·auo~t l'C~crn~c1 to nwel1inen' \Yhich i~ Uttt 
..::lf dat:._> in the Hnma dit~trict.L In that con­

that the doveru· 
to the: ec-iablishnwnt of 

Tooo"oomba.. The shifting of 
\vould entail an expenditure 

£3JO,OOO, and would al'o 
the vrr...:·t; _; ~ of a \York~;l:wp ·with modr-:>rn 

\Yhcn i:3 erected I tru~t t1Jat 
and \\ work will I)(~ donP in 

v.-llich i::- in a gooJ, central 
itiun, it woulcl 1 c more ecouotnic than 

dupli{ cctC' lllHclJinery, Pt.C'. 

~Jr. FHY: Follov.,;i~tg that line of argu-
1fWnt it ~~·ou\J be cheaper to do it in 
Ipswich. 

BRE:'\::\X:'\: :'\o, because 100 miles 
br· :o;[l\'Pd by doing it in rfoOVVOOillbU, 

Hnd Ip· \Yich has n1ore than it. can do at 
UJ ( <cnt. 

:.fr. Grx;o;: \Yhy not do it in CharlC\·illc? 

:vh, LHE:'\XA'\: The haulag·e would be 
<'Xjwn·~iYe. I an1 therefore yery pleased 

G ci\ ~ rnmeut ha YC c-onsented to the 
of at \\'ilJoy. burn. I am also 

\ r·n to kuow that we shall soon have 
rhc, b1·nefit of a :State lmtchcr's shop in Too­
\\ c.omba, which i~ Y('l'V nf•CPS?arv. l a1n not. 
(ltl(; of those who, d~ring the vdrought and 
r l1e cndnvani po~ition \Yhich has arisen 
through t~H~ finances of the Ft-Jeral GoYern-

and the. contract rnad~ with tlwm during 
·war, dP~n·c tu ha1·ass our achninif'tration 

of the cattle station6. I-~nO,'-'ing the haL·d­
~hips that haYc c•xi;->ted during the last three 
,.ear:s-clronght and other troub!cs-\YC haYe 
Jl'_'dOl'lned wunclPrful things for the people 
of qu, on--1and-thing-::; \Yhich prove that 
(,_JuC(1 n-.;land has been under very capable 
"dminietretion, (Hea.r, hear!) Evidence of 
that i:_; Eho\vn h-:" the recent loan. Yet we 
iilld the hon. member for Dalby going to 
;\;re" Scmh \Yales and Korth Queensland 
,1, c·"ying tlw State of Queensland. That i,; 
<L g-r.~ut pity. If criticii\m on the Financial 
Statc•rnent is right; \VP can have it here, but 
it is a great pity to find him going to Kew 
South \'IT a lcs telling untruths and trying to 
P1't:Yent people fron1 con1ing to Queensland. 

::VIr. VowLr.s: Tciling- truths. Read the 
), udi tor-Genera I' s report. 

'.h. BREK::'\_-\::\: ThPv were told dmm 
Sonth thar we WC'l't' stal'\~ing- up lH.'rc; that 
'H' c·ou Id not g<1t feed. (Opposition inter­
' uption.) They 'Ye re told we have meted 
out bad h'catn10nt to returned soldiers. 
Tht_~~' , .. ;.:as a ~tatPnlent Inadf~ at Tain­
',Yorrh--

'_il Oc O'ilT!O:\ :\IcsiBER: \Yho by? 

:\[,·, BHKNJ\AX: I am ta.lking about a 
otateli1C'Ilt made bv returned soldiers. The 
letclnwcl soldiers tb0rc IYL'l'e actually pnt on 
" holding called Bedford Holding, owned by 

YC'r)· wealthy squatter. He kept the 
!nc0rnc and tobacco lane! for him'~elf and 
pnt soldiers upon th<' ridge,, where they 
wc·re ahnost starYing. Thry were borrowing 
iar from the hotels in Tamworth b€causc 

[cVr. Brnuul/7. 

tL- v- could not afford to buY but.te1·, and this 
EL 'n wa.'"i t>Yen go1ng t? ]no-.:.ecutc ~f they_ 
ti -heel in tht' creek at Be-dford lloldJn-", I 
ln\'ited the \..-if'toriau soldiPrs to cmne and 
inSlJL'C't ou1· Stantl1orpc land to see the condi­
tiolls unclc.'l' \vhicb our ~oldiers \Yt'l'f' settled. 

-~n Or'i'f'SITIO:\ 1JE'IIBEH intcrj ected. 

:\lr. DRE::'J'\'A"\': I have been at Deer­
lmrrnrn, arHl have se-en the pineapples gro\v­
ing there. I have hf!arcl the hon. member 
fo1· Lockver, and I ~av that n. case of that 
kind ~hol;ld 'be invest1g.atcd. \V c n1ust 60n1e­
tin1cs L'xpcet to hear cornplaints like that 
brought a bout by one or two bad acts in the 
adln1ni:;;tration; but in thf~ rnuin the Govorn-
111P11t hP::. do1w rnore in the iut,;rcsti" of the 
sf'ttlC'uwnt of returned soldiers and people 
on the land than anv Uoyernn1011t in ...:\.us­
tl'alia, and that has been aclrnittcd by hon. 
members uppo.sitc. Y<'t w~ find some of them 
goi11g Tonnd abusing- the Government. 't'ho_se 
art• rllattcrs \Yhich I think are very unfau. 
Thc~:n ,~,,e lwar tlwt this GuYernrncHt is 
in-;olvPnt. In 1914 the deposits in the Savings 
Bank v, ere £24,224_,;83; in 1919, £36,824,943. 
~..\n i11solveut estate "\vjth people saYillg up 
1nillions! 

Mr. SrZER: You know what that means. 

:Mr. DRKi\;XAK: It means saving-
accmnulatC'd ,.;ealth produced by the action 
of the L:ov-ernment. vVhen you find a condi­
tion like that, it is the answer to deliberate 
falsehood told by the Opposition. 

An 0PP0:::1TIOX }JE~\IBER: )::~on arL grasping 
at a iStraw. 

;\Jr. BREXXAN: You know you cannot 
deny it, ho\vcYer we n1ay grasp at a straw. 
l have been througl'l the ::\'orth Coast land 
and seen the progress of the settlc1ncnt there. 
AJ a result of the Government erecting .a. 
cannery, land which. "',a.::. \YOrth £3 an acrQ­
irunwdiatcly \\'ent up to £12 and £15 an acre. 

Th0n \YP hr:ar of nne1nploymcnt, and the 
hon. member for Dalby reading a good deal 
about Toowoomba. Unfortunately, we haYe 
unernpln)-"nH'llt th(~l'C: thP!'C' DrL' IllC'll \Yho are 
prepared and anxious to v;·ork, but they have 
not approached rne on any occaJSion in dele­
gation looking· for work. \V.hen iudividualE. 
haYc come to me, I have looked after their 
intl>rt~~L..:. But whih; on tlw }:1\~dt·ral caul­
paign, a deputation vnts lod about the streets 
b~· a man JH!n1ed l-1islolJ. v>bo \VUS hL'r~ten 
for the plobi~cite for the I<'cdPral 1campaign. 
Ho said that because he was beaten ho had 
no time to aasist the succc"sful candidate, 
but he organised this unemployment trouble, 
Elssisted bv the Chamber of Con1n1erct -one 
of thP caj1ira1isbc concerns of Queensland­
and the hon. member for East Toowoomba, 
who would take no active part in assisting 
the unemployed, but 'd1o got into his b<tck 
yard and took out a paling to listen to the 
report, and promptly sent a wue--

Mr. :'doORE: \Vhat about Lon6dale? 

Mr. DRENNAN: Those were the people 
who organised and soolcd on the affair, to 
lll'C\'ont £400,000 being spent in Toowoomba. 
'fhe citv council at Toowoomba could easily 
lH>YC abwrbcd twenty men, bnt they would 
nnt do it It ···as before a Federal election, 
and thev sa \V the n1cans of making political 
capital eo ut of it. \Vhilst I was away laBt 
week another deputation of unemployed was 
walkine: around the streets again. vVhcn I 
got bai·k l aecertained that Hislop was again 
fornenting trouble. I have seen the Pren1ie.c 
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"\Yho ha"~ a:-:sured nlP that if city 
will 1nt>et its llhJigator\· shcu the 

of a bridge he· will consider 
the Government's share. (Hear, 

hear!) think verv good consideration 
has been extended bv the Government to the 
nnemplo::cd. \VP fir~d this man _t-tt~"lon. \Ybo 
I n id " ~~ a bln.eklf'g and a foab, selling fish 
TO the \vorkers at 9rl. and 10d .. and when I 
founcl it out, I forced the price do,·.n to 4~d. 
Fie 1s--

An 0PPOSfT!OK ;\{EMBER interjected. 

:\Ir. BRENNAX: Yc8, \Ye ha Ye them m 
Oltr 1nid·:t; \YI' do not dcnv it-tbcv trv to 
defeat the objects and go.od inten'tions of 
rhif> Govcrnnwnt, \Ye know ven· well wher.:J 
rhcy come from, and we know ~··hy they go 
·chat wa.·. ·what about the efforts nut in by 
me in attendmg t!1is House from dav to dav 
and a~~i;::ting tlw ""~1velfare of lllY C'lt~ctorate·:: 
_-\~ d thP1l tht' rn(~mh·r for l)<::Un· COJ!lC':~ 
along and tells the House I hr;ve left 
Toowoomba. rrhat is a very unfair state­
nJent. 

:VIr. Yowu:s: I read it out of a report. 

ML BREl\JNAN: You read it out of a 
Jlaper which is " political opponent of mine. 
If I mac:c all the personal statomf'nts about 
;-ou that we heaL you would not like it. I 
believe in criticising a man as a politician 
in thi·, C.hambf!r, btit I !rave personal state­
nwnt:5 alone \,chlJc I arn hen•. 

An OPPOSITION :\IE~lBER interjected. 

1\Ir. BHE;\i'XAN: It is all true-anv man 
who rc·tircs from the farming com~unity 
who lws lwen dea]lng in farmPr',' ]Jroducc 
in his busines.s must have retired on the 
fanner. 

~Ir. GRAYSO~~: Yon are the {_lirty s-r·aycnger 
of the HouBe. 

:\Ir. BRENXA::'\: I do not know about 
being dirty. I say that if any man who 
retires from the farming community, having 
been dealing jn farmers' produce in his busi­
nc·ss, must have retired on the farmer. And 
yet you come along here and talk about 
tlw poor, unfortunate fanner! \Ye are spend~ 
:ng our millions of money-we have got to 
l ,JtTO\Y-·--and the profiteer is gPHin7 1t the 
whole time. I say it is Yery unfair for our 
opponents to be making these statements. 

_.\t liitoen minntos to 9 o'clock p.m .. 

.:\Ir. fi,OBEHT;:;, one of the TernuorarY Chair~ 
rnen, rclicvE~d the Chainnan in 'the ri1air. 

::\Ir. \YALKER (Coorooru): I hnc b21.•n 
particulndy plr""ccl while li,;tening to this 
·dchate to learn that we hav-e rroi: such a 

mild lot of grntlcrn0n opposite to \Yhat 
1,;(' . sonre th:~f:e or four ycar6 ago. It js 
parbcul,arl:;r pleas1n~· also to knPw the awful 
position with regard to the hon. rnen1b0r for 
Lockyer. ..:.\ few :'-'Cl rs ago he caJne ont \Yith 

·<U n1ost ralJid statPnlent in regard to what 
thG GoYQTnment were going to do~ but no,,· 
that }]{' JS a landownL'r" we find his v-iews 
haYC altered to such an extent that he llHtV 

he termed u 1nild lTIPlnbe'~" and after th'e 
next elc-rtion tak<·~ pi :,~~e h-(~ \Yill be a sup­
porter of evf'r}thing \YO say in rPgard to 
lf,}_nd scttlctncnts in the farmer~· intcrc~ts. 
\Ye also hc,ard the hon. mPmbcr who h-as 
just nesumcd his seat state that >YC should 
1. aye personal matter, out of -rkbnte. That 
is what >YC all like to see. but it is Ycr.v 
reg·,·cttahlo to find that he start'd hii> Sjwcch 
""·ith fl ver~'~ unfair insinuation in connection 

"\vith hon. rnernbcr for Cunningham. and 
th0,n, sorne little trifliug rnatter 
·which had been quoted frotn sorne paper 
htnt his fef'li11gs, he imntcdiateiv rode a 
higher horse and ;,aid, " Do not Le· personal; 
loaYC' a1l these things on ono side." It is 
a true, old f'aying th,1_t pc•ople liying in 

should not throw ctones. Hight 
this debate 1he b~lllp{_' of thr: 

I-fonso lw--. bePn partlcnlarly good, and the 
Opposition haYc taken into COJl:-lickration 
the altL·rpJ conditions \Yith rcg:trd to ~?.~hat 
WP have suffered in Qu0cJJ-sland durinp· the 
1-:L,t tweh·e 1ncnth~. \Vo kno--;,\· prrfcdh-:' W(~ll 
that we ha Ye bud a YCr\r dr v· t-ime. · F-irst 
of :1lt there \YUS a droug1Jt, anCl thPn \YC had 
cxct~S;;i·..-e , a ins whl( 11 cau:-,ed an ono :nou-< 
los;., of stock. particulars of 1,\ hi~h I ;~·ill giY\' 
later on. \\-<' rPcognisc that th!' Fimwcird. 
Statentent is a 11Hlttrr of thP utmost irnport­
aHcC': bl!t, unfortunately, wo sc~ent to have 
drifted into wlwt one 111lght call an Addn~~'i 
ill llcpJ~~ debate. lt :rnn~t a~tound those -who 
haYc anv lon~ for their countrY to lenrn 

we" have got into such a state of 
The ,debt h ts be.en iEcr( •l""irH. 

fol' fnn!' Dl' ii--o;;c <ll''<-l it is Yerv hard t~ 
see to stop en'· v::JH __ '!l lt 
j:;: goi11g to sto1) tlw rn·c~-;Pnt AJrninl~tra-
tioll kJ't'p iu power. Lonn n1onc"T has bet'n 
spent hYishlv, m1d I -rlo not thmk we arc­
g('tling the l'.etun1 \Yhid1 ,~ e have n right tJ 
<'X[lPct. In the uld davs it yvas suid bv the 
party in po\YPl' at thL' · JHf';:,Cnt ti1n0 thUt we 
should only borro\V rnoney for r~:.-produ.ctin~ 
\York: bnt {lt the prcs0ht time 1t!Oll{'\" i.~ 
being borrowed to ruako up deficits. ~and 
loan rHor~c-y is 5·;)cnt jn Ruch a way n::- to 
drscrYc the {'Cn:"ure of n1l thot'le \vho have 
the true interests of Oaeensland at heart. 
It is a great pity, ind~ed. that tho mono,\·­
lcnders at home could not como out herp and 
get rcvorts of the exact way in whieh the 
1noncy is hclng sp~nt. Only recently. in n1y 
own district, a little hit of railwav \York 
\vas carri(~d out. and it ronsistcd ir{ filling 
up the approaclw6 to a bridge. ThP :;:hlrr• 
council cetimatcd that the work could hP 
done for £200, and offered to clo it at that 
price, bnt the Government would not accept 
their offer and went on with the work. It 
eYrntuallv co .t a little ov-er £900, and the 
other da:y: it wa,, \Vashed away. sho•l\Tlng that 
it \. D:' not good, sulJ<,,tantinl work. The 
s;;nne thing- applif's to n1ony other vvorks to~ 
·rlav. and. for the samE' reason: that is, 
be;auee the Goverrnn<mt and its officms have 
no control over those Yvho are doing- the 
work. 

A GOYER:'DrE:;T lVIE~!BER: Didn't :;on ha'l"e 
<t flood there the other -day' 

11r. \YALKER: \Ye did not haYo '1 floo<L 
\Ye onlv had a rise in the riYcr. 1 notice 
Hwt the reyenne last rear was £9.415,543, 
and the cxpt~nditurc a littJe more, leaving a 
deficit of £171,988. That, added to the other 
dPficit, has made the position look particu­
larl~· mvb\ ard for Queensland, and althou:.;h 
the- taxation \YBS increa"'',cd to a great extent 
we do not spc~nl ahle to ovcrcon1P t}H~ 
f'xpenditur<'. The 'l'reasurcr, I hclicve. 
honeotlv tried to make both ends meet. but 
the unforesf!cn expenditure was 'o much that 
he was a long vvay out at thC' (~nd of the ycnr. 
F;ycn ]<J.st voar WP find thrrt the railwaYs and 
the land ;Yet·e rPsponsihle for our l;c:!·gcst 
1o~scs. Land settlement fron1 an ng:iC'ulb1raJ 
point of Yiew is nothin~t like it "'as in 191-4 
when we had douhlc the amount or small 
areas taken up. That was genuine clDs-ee 

ffifr. Walker.] 
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settlen1ent. Then \YO find that our raihvavs 
are being run ut a greater lus;:, l'Ycry yea"r, 
aud whercvPr you go you see an enornlOlh 
JlU111ber of n1en \Yho do not scc1n to Le 
playing the gHrne nor doing a fair thing, 
rnore particularly in the big centl'C>':i; anci 
1 .GelieYe that is r-Psponsiblo for the cnorn10U'"· 
loss on our railwavo::; and the enonnous 
dcli~its which are "recurring CYt~ry year. 
These Ill<:.<tters \Vant to be gone into by a 
~tl ong 111an .. or a Comrnission appointed, anJ 
their lim!mgs should be followed out m their 
L'ntirety. Thi~ t:ltatc of >Ufi'airs has been goi11g 
ou to ~uch an extent that it I..Yould create 
an enonnous harJship if a firtn foot were 
put J.ov•n at once, but it would be in the 
intere.';ts of Qu{-3enf'land if these thing~-J \Yen.:­
graduall:" l'"<·tified so that "''' could sec 
that our railway serYice was carried out 
iu a ch:('er..t 1nanncr. \Ye know the privi­
lege::; have not been increased in any \Yay, 
hut that fares and freight;; haYe gone up to 
try and oYercOJ_lle the inc:reai3ed exlH:~nditlu(', 
L_ut to-day \VC -are i~ exactly the san1e pot:i­
tion that we were 111 four years ago. \Ye 
are still running the railways at an enormou::) 
los~. \Vhen is it going to stop? I nDticu 
ulso that taxatiou has increased ypry n1uch, 
1110re particularly the land taxation. One 
thing in the Finaneial Statement \Yh~eh I do 
not quite understand i~ in regard to the lund 
taxation. It states that the land tax 
recciyed last year amounted to £578,000, end 
that the 'Treasurer expects in the coining 
year to receive £:!45,000. I take it that the 
same rate will app'ly. In fact. I know that 
the same rate ill apply, and how the short­
ago is accounted for I eaunot quite under­
stand. All I know is that during last year, 
although we had a p:tl'ticularly dry time, 
tho. land ctSf:i(: ~:::ilHents· have gone UlJ SOl118-

thing like 300 per cent. This lllav be nc•n 
to the House, because f hardly th.ink it has 
~nt out :_vc·t. I know that in th~~ 11arv Valley 
distric-t the farrn<'rs haYe good land. Thev 
ha.-e thn pick of the land, and the hon. m<•m­
bL•r who has just resumed his s0at was not 
<'OlTcct when he said that the farmers got the 
bad land. They han• the best of the land 
tlwre. and the shire valuation. roughly speak­
ing, is £2 an acre. and no land is worth more 
than that in any di.,tr·ict no matter how good 
!•·, is. I f. y~u .add_ the immense amount_ of 
labour \VhlCh tt1e tanner has to put on h1s 
farm. and valups that labour on union con· 
ditions and union pay, I nmturo to say that 
an unimproved value hardly exists at all if 
you take the selling price into consideration. 
During the last twelve months the Govern­
lll[mt _have had a gentlcn1an going round 
rcyaJmng the land. I know a place where 
ono man owns 120 acres of land, and he 
ncYer paid any land tax at all until last 
year, as he came under the £300 exemption. 
His land was valued approximately at £2 
~n acre. The present Government ha.-e 
increased the valuation to £950. That man 
certainly has the right of appeal. but how 
can one man fight the Gm·ernmcnt '1 Firet 
of all h<:> would run all thn tJSKS, and 
secondly he would sooner pav eYen if he 
has to borrow the n1oney; and I can assure 
. vcu that in many caS<'s the only possible 
inron1e was the atnount received fron1 the 
hides recently sold. In my opinion the land 
tax for t.>w coming year will greatly exceed 
1 he Treasurer's expectations if this re.-aluing 
has gone on all over Queens] and. It is not 
fair, an.cJ I would like to see the law altered 
to give the farmer protection: and if the 
Government say the unimproved value is £7 

[ Jf r. Walker. 

an acre, as in this case, the fa1·n1er shoul8. 
have the rig·ht to add his itnrn·ovcrncnt.'3 o:J. 
and compL•l the GovernmL~nt to take it OH:''-'· 

On the. other side the Government have tbr 
rjght to take ovl~r the land jf tlH) farmer·."' 
uHinqJnJYCd \ a.luo iB not a fair on12. I 
\Vould also like to refer to the direct taxa­
tion, "\Yhich has increased :3incc 1914-15 to <l 

little over £2,000.000 per -UllilUHL That giYc::;. 
one ~otne little idea ils to ·what thp r)eoplt' 
arc 3t!ffpring at the present tin1c. TOe c 
oppo:31tP thnt t!w hurden is 
on th<' of those h,•,t able 
it: but the1·e are hulldred.s oi farmers 
the ::\1arv IliYPl'--"\Yllat we call COllllllUll 

cultural~ fnnnerS-\Yho \\Tork ten or 
hours a da v with their \Yivcc· and 
iu ord0r to" rnakc a liY ing, who co1ne undvr 
th(1 lH'l'~Pnt land tax. but when this land t ·1x 
\vas iuitiated by the pre"'ent GDYernnwnt Wt.' 

were distinctlv told that thl'v would not tax 
the farrn{'l'. I would also llke to point o1n 
that the far111er hai3 gone through a pa:ticu­
larly bad time, and that nahually affect>' 
tlll' GoYermncnt, too: and, therefore, all 
criticis1n OU~'ht to bo fair. Look at the tjmc 
they haw; h;1d ·duriug the last t;, ch'e month . 
\:Ye: have not got ovPr last yrar's drought. 
altogether. as the rain came too latP to put 
us on ou: fpct, a11d thP result is that th~ 
stDck ha\·c not cop1e in this year; and. 
unfortunate]~,-, \VatPr g.ave out nlong the 
coastal areas and dair~ving gone {\o"~n 
to such an etx(~nt on aecount the drough~ 
again att~ eking us, and th(• CO\VS having to 
b" turned out or the culvPs killed to sm-c 
their mothers' lives, that some butter fac­
tDries have onlv n1adc as rnuch as a box 
and a half of b{ltter a day. 

Mr. vVHITFORD; You can't blame the 
Government for that. 

Mr. vYALKER: I am asking for fair treat­
ment for the farmer. I know that hon. 
memh<:>rs on that side do not know these 
things. and I want to ease the taxation. 
That is why I am explaining the horrible 
position the farmers are jn at the present 
tln1P. 

Mr. C'or.LT~S : Q.uot<O page 16 of the 
Treaeun·r's Statement dealing· with the land 
tax. 

Mr. \oVALKElt: The 8tatement reads as 
follows:-

"Land Tax.-After allowing for the· 
retrospeetiYe tax of last year a slight 
d irninutiou of this revenue is anticipated, 
due principally to the subdivision of some 
of the larger estates. It is proposed t.o 
lighten the burden of this tax upon the 
:-;mall fanners by reducing the rate& 
1nat.erially on grazing and agricultural 
lands of au unimproved taxable vafue 
not excec·ding £750. This will result in a 
further diminution of revenue to the 
<>xtcnt of £5.000 or more." 

I have distinctly pointed out that although 
that exem'>tion is promised in the Financial 
Statement- the Government are simply 
increasing the land values. and we have no 
hop<' of fighting the Government . 

);1r. WHITFORD: Don't your local authori­
ties .-alue the land? 

::\Ir. WALKER: The local authorities put 
on an unimproved ,-aluc of £2 an acre, but 
the Go.-ernment would not accept that. They 
ow•rride the shire council's Yaluation, and 
ha.-e put on a man who has been in the 
city all his life, and the only land that man 
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('Yt>r c•wned was \Yhen lw speculated, as a 
JllliJlic servant~ in a rniner's hon1esrca-d near 
G-ympit:. Now we have thi:J 1nan going 
rolu1d valuing our land, and "\Ye have no hove 
of redrp•,·-~ at alL 

S>:cRETAHY FOR PuBLIC LAKDS: How 
get on \vith tho 111iner':J honwstcud ·: 

l>::d,t.\~ Wt'll, didn't he'? 

:\h. \\'ALKBR: I think he did. 
ThP SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LA::SDS: Then he 

~11us-:: have so1nc kno\vlc-dgc of land. 

:\lr. WALKEH: 'The hon. member for 
Gy111pi(: kno\VS this gontle1nan as. \Yell as I 
<io, r'ld he knows perfectl:v well that he took 
up winer's homestead on the other side 
of the Mary Ri vcr, land which was practi­
cally unkuowu to the onliuary n1an, but he 
hu.d i11~ido infonnation and he sold out at the 
first opportunity, and the result is that \VC 

have to suffer at the present tirne. VYe \V<tnt 
!'o rnc l't~dress. If vv""c can get redress in the 

of rcdu( ,,,d taxation by a Uornn1ission, 
am prepared to accept the report of the 

\Yorks Gornml~::;ion on unirnprovcd values 
lu the countr> because I knovy· wo would get 
a squar(' d0nl 7 as most of the xnen1hcrs are 
praC'tiC'a.l rnen. I v;as rcfen·ing to the lo~.3CS 

of the drought. It is rather 
[9 p.m.l astounding to knO\Y what people 

havo g·ono through. Later on, 
I propose to gi \'e a few tables n~centlv com­
piled to giYe 'omc idea of our ]os'<" In that 
district. 1 take it that they apply all over 
Queensland. but the notice has been too 
:;;hort to get a complete return. Before 
'peaking on that, I would like to refer to 
the loan expenditure which has been going 
on for some considerable time. I understand 
that sonwthing like £4,000.000 of loan money 
'sill have to be spent this year, the chief 
objeut being to keep the uneniployc·d problem 
away f):om the eyes of the Go\'ernment. We 
know that in times of stress we should 
inercase our loan policy, but we can overdo 
it. and the present Government have been 
rc·sponsiblo to a g-roat Pxtent for reducing 
production and keeping capital a\vay out of 
Queen .. ]and. 

The SECR.ETAHY FOH PcBLIC LA;,ms dissented. 

:'dr. \YALKER: Take the production 
returns, take the railway returns. The 
Commissioner dictinctly emphasised the point 
that production has gone down. and it has 
Leer:, resp9nsi blo for a certain amount of loss 
on tnc ra1lwayR. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : What 
has been the cau,o of the diminution in 
pn}ductioo? 

Yfr. WALKER: There is no encouragement 
for a man to put his money in anywhere. 

The SECRHARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Don't 
you know vce have had five years of drought? 

Mr. WALKEH: Evorytbing I am quoting 
ro-night is from the hon. gentleman's own 
officers, so I cannot be wrong. I say that as 
far as the loan money is concerne-d we want 
to be careful with regard to expenditure, as 
·we can onlv borrow a certain an1ount for 
reproductive works. In other words, you 
have to take ponulation and land settlement 
into all your schemes, otherwise it is going 
to be a greater drag on Queensland, and a 
he a vier burden on postqri tv. Thes•l things 
ought to be gone into soundly; it is no use 
rushing- into them. If hon. gentlemen want 
to economise, they s.hould knock off all those 
motor-cars which are running around joy 
riding. get rid of a lot of these railway men 
who sof'm to, be falling over one another, do 

U\Y«y "·lth a lot of these expensive trips to 
tlw old comltl\ of \\hich we have had too 
llWIJ\". \\'(• h{~J. tlH~ 1Vlini~ter for RailwaYs' 
'"1'':,,-.in· trip (running into a1out £1,800) 

th•~· old conntry. I am only spealnng of 
C;l.'ln personal expenses, l an1 not talking 

()f 1 hc·P \\·ho 1vero \vith hirn. Shorth- after­
he -., '" tdking about ent' ring 1'ederal 
. That is not playing tho game. If 

··.-e an~ gt"Jiug to send rnen a\va.y to learn 
a trade. r·t:Ie:v hav.(~ a right to stop in tho 
.-..:Pr :ict' for a nurnber of years. Thon, \Ve 

th(' Premier going on 'another expensive 
\Ye had l\Ir. · Hyan going on t\vo trips, 

0110 \Yhich. I belieYc, was paid for by the 
\Yho engaged hirn. 

The SecRETARY FOR PuBLIC Lu;DS: The 
trips of the Premier have been Yery profitable 
to QuE.·f ·;~land. 

~.Ir. \YALKER: We havo sont Mr. Hunter 
home. \Vhat have \Ye sent him homo for 
if he cannot arrange- loans for Queensland? 
Surely he has as much intelligence as the 
next man ! I think he is an able man, 
c .. pcoially as far as finance is concerned. 
W mild it not be far better to see all this 
mont"Y which is spent on guzzles saved? I 
did not attend thorn, as I did not consider 
the condition of the country warranted their 
being held. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAKDS : If you 
had attP•nded them you would easily have 
known they wore not guzzles. 

Mr. WALKER : All these are small items, 
but if you add them up they become a big 
matter. It is far be1tter to economise in 
r he true sense- of the word. It w·ould be far 
better to giyo some men vrork on reproduc­
tive work, if it is at all possible to get it 
in the district. I would also like to point 
out that the interest on the public debt is 
£2,692.000 per annum. Is that not an enor­
mous sum of money for us to pay annually 
for money of which we have had good use 
up to the present time'? We find that this 
loan madncc.s is going on to such an extent 
that it is hard to say what poste-rity will 
haYe to compete with in the next twenty 
or t:1irty yC'ars. 

YJr. WHITFORD: On principle, why did you 
recei ,-o the extra £200? 

:Mr. WALKER: I did not believe in the 
£200 being passed. 

:.vir. \VHJ'fFOHD: You accepted it, though! 

Jl.h. WALKER: Of course', I did, because 
I recognise I am doing twice the work the 
hon. membf'r is doing. (Laughter.) I was 
speaking with regard to the losses of dairy 
stock. During the last four or five months 
I have been down on the coast with my own 
cattle trying to co-operate- with others with 
regard to getting water and the dipping and 
saving of stook. We have had no end of 
trouble there, and in many cases it has been 
the man who could fight the most, who knew 
the most bushcraft, who got on the best. 
But other people got on fairly well by 
attending to their cattle and seeing them 
regularly watered. It is truly astounding 
to e.ee the number of stock which have died 
there. Of course, a lot has been the fault 
of the men not looking after their cattle, 
but, generally speaking, it was the e-ffect of 
the drought. I have had a table prepared 
on account of the heavy rain which fell on 
the 6th of this month, knowing the effect it 
would have on poor cattle of fifty-one sup­
pliers in the- Cooroy district, which is known 

ilfr. Walker. J 
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to most people. They lost 839 head of milk­
mg stock, and 315 died in one night. That 
gives wrne Idea of the loss of cattle over 
the whole of that great North Coast line 
bebyeeu Brisbane and l\laryborough. Take 
the Maleny district, in respect of which it 
was reporiod in a Brisbane paper that 300 
had died in one night. l:'erfcctly true; but 
\VG find, throt~gh 1u1ving received a little· 
information from the local factmy, that the 
total uumlwr was 871 . deaths. That gives 
some Kloa of what dairymen have to con~ 
tend with. If yoLI strike an average, roughly 
fl!.>CH king, at £12 or £15 per ht'ctCL \·ou v ill 
~lcarly sc:o it is g·oing to take 1na:rly years 
before these uwn are going to overcon1e the.ir­
pr~sent liimncial .troubles .. Probably they 
wrll Iw\-cr do It m thou hvcs and get up 
to the standard of breeding they have bred 
~o for tnany years past. That giYes son1e 
1d('a Df the conditions prevailing in· the 
country. _One very largo factory made on!:;· 
a box ancl a-half of butter a day, distinctly 
showing they have had a particularlv heavy 
time. in addition to that, we have" had to 
buy an c:1ormous amount of fodder at a 
moot expensive price. l would liko to sav 
that right through the wholo of our troublO's 
the Government have not come forward to 
hcip us in any way at all. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LA:-<DS: \Vhat 
nollSonse. \V e allowed vou to run vour stock 
hc-e on Crown land ~11 along the- North 
Coast. 

~1r. vVALKER: I paid £5 agistment, and 
I hal-e been down with my men for the last 
three or four months. Yet the hon. gentle­
man says I have been there free. That 
applie-, to the· whole of us. It has been most 
expensive to all of us. \\'e have to live 
with our cattle under rotten conditions­
mosquitoes, sandfiics, and all that sort of 
thing out in tbo country. The night we 
had 11 inches Df rain auv an1onnt of men 
WPre right along the ~oo;a district be·twcen 
Double Island Point and the :Maroochy 
River sleeping with their cattle. 

Mr. \Ynr·rFORD: Do you expect the Govern­
ment to Jo a v. ay with mosquitoes'! (Laugh­
ter.) 

Mr. WALKER: What I really do expect 
is tbat the· Government shouLd get in touch 
with those ·.-.lw have fodder, to give us lir,t­
class information, and help us on a large 
scale, because vve as a co-operative institu­
tion could not chart()r ships. The Downs 
Company did it with regard to their pig 
supply, but they had to co-operate with 
private ente-rprise to fill up a ship. We 
could not do it, although wo attempted to 
do it. 'l'he farmers in our district turned 
us down because tbe venture was too big, 
and ihe loss would settle the whole factory. 

Mr. CoLLINS: Did you approach the 
Governn1ent? 

Mr. WALKER: \Ye approached the 
Government at tho last moment. But the 
Government should have com\ f~:-;,-ard and 
tried to organise the thing. They bave their 
experts all over the place. They leave the 
whole of it to the farmers. That has been 
our trouble; wo have had no help. I will 
say that tho Acting Premier (Mr. Fihelly) 
did spnd a wire during tbe Fedora! elections 
for a boat, but it Col!ld not be arranged at 
that particular time. S'ince then, through 
the Government, we had a consignment 

[Mr. TFalke1·. 

loaded last week of 90 tons for my own 
factory, and I think 400 or 500 tons for the 
whole of the factories in Que·ensland. But 
owing to the sl1ipping strike it will not 
arnve hero until Friday or Saturday, 

:\Ir. CoLLrxs : \V e are not responsible for 
the 'hipping strike. 

l\.lr. \Y AL KEit: The wry doctrines hon. 
na:Jnlwr;:_; hnYc helm prenchin,£· hero for the 
last ft' c' ~-ears have lwcn responsible for all 
oul' :-trik ,-), in ll(V opinion. If they would 
on],,- ck ,1 ,. ith those u1atters with a fmn 
haud. a:1d when get on tbe tin bDx tell 
r \·en: nwn "">-ho a Htaunch unionist, and 
belit-:Ycs in arbitration, to stick to his guns 
and be lllClll of his v,·Jrd, Vr'G vvould have 
less 

::\h. \YHITFORD: \\'hv don't the Federal 
qon.?rlllllC'llt settle the~ strik·cs ·: They ha Ye 
tnc pov: l'L 

:\Ir. \Y_-\LKER: The -c arc all Sr.1te affair,;. 
lieu. !4'U1t1enlen l.dJo have alwa;,-~ talked 
arbitr<htion in this J:louse haYo al\Yays sup­

v·ho 1vould neyer adht~r·· 
a judg.p appointed bv 

Vi'as talking about lncernC 
chair cc--ts £26 a ton. At the present 
ti11w v. ~ ~ll'P LtceJ with a heavy }os:;:, a~1J it 
111ay hl: tnm11h:· before we g('t over it. \Ve 
,,-ill hanc to do .. 10 the Government did with 
rf'gard to their State Produce .A.g{;ncy-specu-
late little. Jn ad-dition to that. vve have 
heel d fares aml freights ... _\Vc ha Ye 

had ai::)o an inen'a:-~ed an1ount for a dingo 
tax imposed us during the past year, and 
a !J.'a ner to meet the expendi-
ture on rough ('tc. r:rho GoYcTnlncnt 
l1avc not helped us at all up to the present 
tnne. 

I would also like to refer to the question 
of soldiers' sPttl 'ment, which wa .. brought 
up lwre tD-night, a.nd to sr)cak with regard 
to thL' delay with applications. I remember 
a motio:1 mm-cd by the hon. member for 
Burndt \vhell \\-t~ had an adjournment of 
the I-Iou,,e one aHernoon. It 6ecrns to have 
done no good at all, because I ha vc TIO\V three 
a.p1)lications, so1ne of which have been going 
on for so1ne considerable tinH~- I went into 
the bank the other clay, and they said they 
~.\ ould sc11d the rnortgago up to-nwrrow. 
That coulrl haY..c been s"ent weeks before. 
The:c sent it after I called in to investigate. 
If the ballk is understafff~d, transfer so1ne 
of th(~ nu~n out of the Raihv.ay Departrnent, 
and c.cc that the work is done in the way it 
has a right to be dono. I believe the inspec­
tors hav-c.1 bc,~n heavilv \Vorkod, and in thn 
Gympic district they "have done wonderful 
work. when you take into e<msidcration the 
roughnP·'·; of the ooLmtry. I would also like 
to refer to the buildir_6 of Anzac cottag·PS. 
1 undol.itand that the Government will not 
allow an Anzac cottage to be built on a 
miner's honwstcad at the prosent ti1ne. 

The SECRETARY FOR PenLic LANDS: Don't 
confus.~ things. The Government have noth­
ing to do with Auzae cottages. I am the 
cha.irn1an of the Anzac Cottage Con1mittce, 
•and it ha.; nothing to do with the Govern­
ment at all. 

:\Ir. \\-ALKER: All I can sa:v is that the 
comrnittr-e '"'Till not allow an _._~nzac cottage 
to bo built on a 1niner's hornc,\tcad. 

The SECHETAHY FOR PUBLIC LA:-<DS: That i,s 
not true. 
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Mr. \L\LKER: All I can say is. I inter­
, j,\:wecl the hon. gentlcn1an in cgnjunction 
v;irh the hon. n1Clnlh_'r fo1· Gyn1ple, and up 

the present tiule I haYe recciYcd nu reply. 

SECRETARY FOH l'GBL!C LAXDS: All I 
want u tnmsfcr of the bnd so that I can 
b rncl on'l' to the Pnb1i-c Curator. 

~Jr. \\,.ALl\":ER: The hon. gcntlc1nan has 
n1.'glc~ct(~d hi-, dnty as a ~Iiuistc1· in not giYing 
rt n ordina l'Y 1ne1nber the C01111110n courtesy of 

a repl:v. bo lE' Clll scP thJ~t 1ny ignorUnce 
\YU'3 due to his 0 1A'n <:arf'1cssness. I lJaS(' beC>n 
waiting for tb1s reply for three 1uontlts. 'rherc 
i~ a lad.v at G-yn1pie \Yaiti11g for this cottage. 
and up to the prc-scltt titnc she is in th(' sanw 
positio11 as rny-~rlf-ignorant of the la\V. If 
the l\Iinister is prPpan cl to say that if the 
lancl is 10 hi1n and handcJ oYer 

tlw Curator tho mattl'l' will be 
up, that get; u1er tlJC wholu difficulty. 
is all 1 -..v~~nt. I would like also to 

peak •sith rcg<-nd ro the question of Uis­
tribu:ion. Lp to the tn-t•scnt the• GoYPrnntcnt 
haYo ne\TC1' grappled ·with that bier que"tion, 
The Jif'trihution of l'Ycrything v ~ consun1e. 
It ap!J]icc, to the whole of Au;trnlia. It goes 
hack Pn:1· sine(' ~-\ u st1·a 1ia wa::-; .-\ustralia. 
'\Y c ha YC IH~V{'r illl[H'OYCd on the pres.pnt 
method. \\- c ::3l'Cl11 to bo crosR-fi.rinn· .all the 
tinw. The Ol'lP~t;on of dlstribnti~~~ vvou]d 
dwa lH'll the Cost of liYing by 20 per cent. 
Take thP St-l.J:: hntchPrs' shops. \Ye are Ll.nT 

ning then1 on fairly cconmnic line . The 
:'ihops get the, beef fur 3~-d .. and the distribu­
tion cosh 100 per cent., 'distinctly showing 
th.ar t)1ere 1~ somcthjng wrong with our dis­
tnbutlol! of foorl,tnffs. The same thing 
applic~ to CYcrything we use in A.ustra1ia. 
I 1vould like· to see fhc GoYernnH~llt grapple 
with that question. I think we should be 
loyal to n ll our O\Yl1 products. EYeryone 
should n1<1ke UJ) t1lcir 1ninds that thcv will 
not ·use an,- article of food or clothiniT "unless 
it. is })J"oclurc~l ln ~.\ustralia. Strange a to say, 
Wt> SPE'nt to d1strust our ovvn stuff. ancl alwavs 
go in for in1portc'cl ~hdf. \Ye shonld ha~Te 
ruorc loft.~- ideal~. and sav that ra~thcr than 
u2e- anything rnad0 in a;1othcr country "\VO 

would soonpr do without it. :!\lore pai,ticu­
iarly we should stick to everything made in 
~'-\.u.straha. 

:VIr. CoLLI.'iS: You like imported Gm ernors. 

:'IIr. WALKER: I would like the present 
GoYernment to try and bring abont a better 
undf~rsta.nding bct\vcen the -ernployors and 
Ptnployecs. At .lJrc:~ent. they arc gTappling 
at one another's tnroats, and they hardly 
tak-e any notice of each other in the street. 
.At present~ the ernployee~ look on c-o;;cry high 
official as an etnploycr. and things ai·e not 
"·hat the~' ehould be. \V c should try to ~et 
ba~k to that beautiful period which existed 
a ff'\.V years ago. 

~Ir. \VIIITFORD: Their interests are 
i dcntical. 

Mr. \Y ALKER: \Ye want to get back to 
the period that existed a few years ago with 
the same feelings between employers ancl 
employees, and that will help us in all our 
troubles. That is the only way to help to 
develop this great State, and put it on a 
better footing. so that we 'an compete 
with anv other conntrv. It is terrible to see 
the ill:fecling that " exists between th" 
employers and employees. Take any politi­
c11 nweting. and you will see the ill-feeling 
that exists th<'rc. One side is just as bad as 
another. That should not be, as it has a 
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tendency to bring down Australia and 
degrade the ,dwle of us. :\Iany promisr·' 
were rnade by the present Govcrrnncnt, but 
they have not played the g-ame. Take the 
land que ..,tion, for instance : tho nun1ber of 
agricultural farn1s taken up under the per-
pelual svstem is not half what it was 
four 01~ ngo. Land is doarcr to-day 
than L'VPr \\·as. Although "\Ye hase just 

throug-h a scYero drought, good land 
~cal'Cf~l.' to-day than C'Ycr it vas. If you 

, 01·k out the perpetual ]case systcrrL you \Yill 
find that it is not cheap land >tt all. 

:\fr. iYnJTFOlW: You practically got it for 
nothing. 

Mr. iYALKEH: I rcnwrnhcr wlHen the per­
petual lc·asf' system was tried by the Liberal 
li-ovPrninPn1 for the fin:t tinte. Th()rc ·were 
scYcral blocks of land thl'm\'11 open, and 
applicants wf'l'C given the option of free­
bold ot· pe-qvt.nal lcJ~sc. There "\Ycro about 
scYenty-fhc applicantc. including- m.en who 
support the LdJOur party and others. The 
perpetual lcaf:C price ~Y:ls bas.0d on the 
C'lpital Yalnc of the land at 3~ per cent. 
\\'lwn the applicPtions were opened we found 
that all the La hour men wont for a free­
hold title. (Opposition laughter.) l\ot one 
of them went for a perpetual lease. You 
will nPvcr get an:· solid S('tt]en1ent nnless 
you g·iYt~ a 11~~111 a title to hi.s land. He is 
not going to l,;Ork night and day for the 
C'ro1,\ n or anyone els0. Perpetual lea~e is 
subject to reappraisement of rent, and it is 
iuet like a heeholrl title with the heavv land 
tax that they are inflicting on us at tl{e pre­
~cnt tin1e. Thr UoYPl'lJlllCllt's land policy 
looks as if they want to brmtk up all the 
homos and drive the men off the land. I 
ask the Government to allow their \Yorks 
Commission to g·o into the land valuation 
question, and I cttn sure they w·ill bring in 
a report whic·h \\ili agree with the sentiments 
I an1 uttering to-night. 

;\lr. VI'HITFORn: You might be sincere, but 
your party is not. 

;\Ir. \Y ALKEH.: I think 90 per cent. of 
the n1ernbers of this House are sincere in 
what they say. We have not got the good 
roads, or cheap food, or .cheap farn1ing 
impJnn1ents 1vhich the Govorn1nent promised 
:1~. "\Vc have not got the water conservation 
which they promisc~d. All these promises 
were made by the Labour party, but as a 
rHult of Labour Government for finl vears. 
we haYc got high wage'<, dear living-; and 
record unemployment. I have spoken about 
Gympio. where we have got hard-working 
men. \Ye have never had an industrial dis­
pute in Gympic, which shows the class of men 
employed therP. The policy of the present 
Covernrnont is purely a sing1e man's policy. 
The single men arc' better off, because they 
ha,-e got no responsibility. During the last 
election we heard a lot of cries about the 
pro5toering·. \Ye have heard it every time 
since th0 .... present Government have~ come 
into power. The hon. member for Too, 
woomba to-nig-ht was talking about the 
middlemen, and ho spoke about the State 
Produce Agency, but he never had the 
conrtc,sy to mention the Co-operative Dis, 
trihuting Agency which has been in existence 
for some time. and which is worked by 
farmers in the interests of farmers, and 
eliminates tho middlemen altogether. \Ve 
have a Stat.e Produce Agency initiated by the 
present Government, and they make 100 per 
cent. profit on some of the articles they 

Mr. Walker.] 
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purchase. Their consignments last vear 
tntallPd £37,411, and they purchased about 
double that qnantity. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIOcLTT:RE: On what 
'' rticlc;; did they make a profit of 100 per 
cent.? 

::\Ir. IYALKER: If I told :ou it would 
H·,t·an the discharge of sm;10 of your 
l~n1ployces. The hon. gcntlctnan can go 
alo11g to the n1arwg-cr of th€ State Produce 
Agency, aud he will find that thev make 
lOO per cent. on <Oomc of the articies they 
purchase. Last voar the State Produce 
Agenc•: purchased. £69 066 worth of stuff 
which they resold. In' the State butchery 
they make lOO per cent. profit. on the meat. 
The:: buy it at 3~d. and sell it at 6~d. 'fhe 
!-itato butchel·y has liO Lad debts, awl no 
dehYery to rnake, as OYCl'YODC con1c" to the 
shop. There are no horses to keep, and it 
J~ run n1ost cconornicallv. Tht~se things 
demand an inquiry. If th"e grocers in Bris­
bane made lOO per cent. profit they would 
bo cltlkd profiteers, but nobodv t.hinks of 
c·alling the Government a pro.fitcer. The 
gTC"l test prolitoor we ha vo got to-day is the 
present Governn1ent. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGlHCULTURE : ViTho gets 
the profits? 

_Mr. "VVALKER: In one sens~. the profits 
wlll go to make up the balance-sheet. The 
greatest [Jroiiteers we haYe got to-dav are 
the men \Yho do not play tho game, the men 
who advocate go-slow strikes. They are 
the men who tako more than their fair sharo 
of profit. VYe know that the cost of living 
has gone up 70 per cent. in Queensland since 
the present Goverillllcnt can1e into po\ver. 
Although members opposite talk about their 
freedom, they must recognise that members 
of the Opposition have just as much free­
dom as anyone else. I hopo the Govornrr,ent 
wdl study econom::-. \Ye want land scttle­
Incnt to go on at a greater pace, we want 
production to be increased and we want 
private enterprise to be giv~n a better show, 
and not to be restricted by taxation or 
repuchatwn. \Ye will then find that things 
will go on much better in Queensland. 
(Hear, hear !) 

Mr. MOORE (A.ubigny): I want to say a 
few words on the Financial Statement. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICL:LTL:RE: Take it 
as read. 

JI.Ir. MOORE: No, there are one or two 
t.hing:s in it that we cannot take as read. 
vYhen I saw this Financial Statement first 
I was not surprised that it was held over 
so long. It is full of excuses and half-truths. 
It is most unfair for the Treasurer to make 
these half-truths in a Statement like this 
and I am going to point out some of them: 
\Ve find the Treasurer going through the 
country making all sorts of promises. He 
~nakes the amiable profession of Dr . .Jekyll 
m that respect, but when he come,, into this 
House he pursues the taxpayer with the 
relentless ferocity of Mr. H vde. He has a 
dual p~rsonali ty. In the country he professes 
one thmg, and he comes here and does some­
thing entirely different. In the Statement 
the Treasurer talks a hout the success of the 
loan which was recently floated. He says 
here-

" T~1o issue cannot be considered as 
an.ythmg but very satisfactory, and is a 
fittmg: reply t~ those who were continually 
decrymg the finanmal management of the 
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State and predicting disaster to its crcdi ~ 
"·Jwncvcr the Go,-crnrnent approached the 
Lonclon rnarket." 

\Ylwt \Yas the reason thcv were ablo to float 
a loan in the wa) th<'y d]d' Ji;Jorelv because 
the Cppcr 1-lou;,·e did its dutv in re,fusin(l' to 
pass the rcpudiator:v legislation. Do ~not 
\YC' knoTv that the Treasurer son1o tin1e ao-o 
i>'lll'd diatribes against the colonial fmance"'rs 
in London, because .thc:v were endeavouring 
to de>troy the credit of the State. 

The SEC.RETAHY FOR PunLrc LA~DS: Are 
t ho,e th{' g<"ntlomcn who advanced the monov 
for the last loan? · 

:\lr. ::VIOORE: Yes, they are the gentle­
men. \Yhv did the~' advance the monev' 
:-;;,llpl~- because the Upper House protect"8d 
the Gon•nmwnt, and refused to allow them 
to pass rrvudiatory rneasur~s. The Upper 
llous' refused to pass thP, Bill to increase 
the pa~tora1 rents, and to take over the 
rrann.,-ays and rPdnce the farL'>. These are 
the tl1illgs tbe Legislative ConnciJ did, and 
the Government arc reaping the benefit 
tu-day. 

::Vir. CoLLJXS: They must have read some 
of your speeches. 

::\Ir. ::\lOORE : :Yly speeches do not matter 
at ~ tl. It is thD actions of tho Govf.~rnmont, 
that matter in tho eyes of the London 
financiC'rs. 

The SECRETARY FOR PunLJO LAKDS : You are 
sorry \Y~~ had such a favourable loan. 

::VIr. ::V100HE: I do not call it fllYOUrablc. 
You arc paying 6~ per cent., and you allowed 
it to go free of income tax and succession 
dutY. Do you call that f>woura hie? I do 
not call it favourable. You are borrowing at 
6~ per cent. to spend in building railways that 
will return onlY 13s. 9d. per cent. When you 
build the Many Peaks Railway then, under 
thP rnost favouraLlo cireurnstanco8, it will 
not pay ~ per cent. as evidenced by yom' own 
railway experts. 

The SECRETARY FOR PGBLIC LANDS: \\'hat 
do<'s the Cooyar Railway pay? 

::VIr. MOORE: No railw:>ys are paying 
under the present Admrmstration. They 
r·annot l1e ex]Iected to pay. Mr. Hunter said 
the other day that 3,000 men were put on 
unreproductiYc work in the Railway Dcpart­
lJJOnt: and that is the sort of thirw that is 
goiug to be continued. The Govern;';1ent ca.ll 
it a succceful loan. Any country could get 
a successful loan on such liberal terms as that. 
ThP futuro has got to pay for it. The 
]'coplo know who will have to pay for it. 

The SECHETARY FOR PunLIC LAKDS: It was " 
succes~ ful loan. 

Mr. MOO RE: It rnav suit the Minister to 
say it was a successful ·loan, but if we knew 
his right mind we would know that he con­
sidered it was. not successful. The way things 
aro gomg on m the Ra1lway Department will 
smash up the Government, because they have 
not the backbone to stand up against the 
system. Thoro is onB half-truth in the State­
ment that I would like to refer to. It savs-

" The deficiency in the revenue f~·om 
pastoral holdings was attributable to the 
action of the Legislative Council in 
rejecting legislation which would have 
given the additional amount. The short­
age in railway receipts was due to the 
dislocation of shipping, the closing down 
of the Cloncurry mines, and the outbreak 
of pneumonic influenza which, for a 
while, practically paralysed interstate 
traffic." 
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".1r. :\IOORE: It does n0t say anything 
about th0 Townsnllc ra1lwav etnkc-that the 
Gon:rn!liPllt were £131.000 short in their e:::ti­

Jnatc for the Town:-,Yillt' rallwa"T 
[9.30 p.m.] owing to the strike'. tlwt the:~ 

\Ye re not game to st 1nd up for 
their own la•1, that the Home Secretary told 
rhe m-Pn that tbPir duty \Yas to their union 
oud 11ot to tho Go,-c:rnt;lCnt. 

~" Gon:IGME"'T 2\IE:mmn: \Vhy didn't you 
do that when you were there. 

l\fr. :\IOORE: If a. mrv1 is in the Cabinet, 
he ~hould giYD sound a11d proper aJyice to 
lnen. rr'hose in responsible positions should 
l111!1old their OY n laws. 

The SECHETAP.Y FOR PT:BT.IC LA~DS : If you 
wcr{' thl'l'C'. what would you do 't 

:\fr. :VIOORE: If I \\ere there, I would 
make thP 111au that \v-as bo-:s on the railviTav 
be the bcb:. If I put a man off for no't 
doing his duty. he' v·ould stop off and would 
not be put on aga1n through political 
inflU('llCC. 

A GOYEHXiiiE:o;T J\h:1mER: That is not true. 

Mr. MOORE: lt rs a wcll·lmmvn het that 
political. influcH('e is rarnpant. ~--\.. rrHUl is put 
.c;IT to-cl a v and comc.s buck with a note fro1n 
a }1inj.,tCr or sorne other member of Parlia­
ment, and is put un again. \Vhile every 
inspector has re··)pon~ibilit~r, he has no power, 
and czmscqucntly he gives up all efforts to 
remedy the state uf affairs. \V c all know it 
is true~ and because it n1ight Inean losing 
a fe\v votes the Acltninistratlon are not gan1-c 
to stand up and say, ··If we give you a 
re ponsiblc poc.ition. \VC' also give you the 
pmvcr to carry it through and the necessary 
backing." 

'l'lw SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LA~DS : You 
would carry a big stick about with you. 

:Mr. ::\100RE: I would not carry a big 
stick at alL If you give a man responsibility, 
back him up in his endeavour to do the 
work and act fairl.v. 

The SEcRETARY ron AGRICl:LTURE: Of cour•e, 
the ooss is alway·, right-the men are al-ways 
\\'Ton,;;. 

Nlr. MOORE: The,· have po'Wer to go to 
rlw _\.ppeal BoRrd. · \Yhat is the good of 
having an Appeal Board if political influence 
decides it'! 

At twenty-five minutes to 10 o'clock p.m., 
The CHAJRMAX remrncd the ch-air. 
Then we come to the question of the 

revemte that is to be derived from the 
paetoral rents being raised-this repudiatory 
le?;islation that the Government anticipated 
bringing in. They expected to receive 
£2~8,000 by getting that legislation through. 
They did not get it through; but, without 
that thev received £284,269 more in taxa.tion. 
And st{ll th<'V used up the whole of the 
n1oney got frOm the super land and income 
tax put Dn for a special purpose, and still 
had a deficit of £171,000. If any other body 
in Australia were to do that there would be 
a howl throughout the whole 0f Queensland 
and Australia about thD misappropriation 
oi funds. They would not be allowed to do 
it, and yet the Government is quite calm 
about it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : Could 
we foresee the influenza epidemic? 

Mr. l\IOORE: It ran int0 £61,000. They 
collected £284,000 land tax without the extra 
money expected from the raising of rent. 
There arc a few things you could not roresec ; 

but look at the increase in rcYcnne that 
you could not foresee. and that would more 
than c·over the unforeseen cxper1diture. 

'l'ho SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: \'\'hat 
a bout the lu~~ throug:h drought. 

:\h. J\IOOUE: We will come t0 that 
directly. 

The SJ.:rRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Your 
a rgumeJtt, is that <'very body lo't through the 
drought but the Governnwnt. 

:'l<lr. ::\100UE: They have not lost yet; 
but they arc going to lose through it this 
) r>ar. \Vhat thly lost was due to disot·ganisa­
tion in the J'\orth, industrial troubles which 
tllL'y \\"Cl'C not gau1e to sta,nd Up to. rrhe 
lllt'llJbor•for Bowcn talked about J\lr. Hughcs 
the othN night, and ho Faid he was not fit 
to run a laYatory, and whv didn't he settle 
the 'trike by giv;ng in. llc believes in that 
principle. and yet he believes in arbitration. 
lf we haYe arbitration, \Yhy should any 
Prmni r lune to give in? Did the Qucens­
la.ud Gonrnrnent ',cttle the strike in twenty­
four hour;;'? :"Jo! The=,~ made a bigger rnc·"s 
of it by Jtot upholding their own laws than 
any other Governnwnt in Australia. 

Just one other thing I want to cat! atten­
tion to. It is ou page 4 and refers to out­
door relief. It says that £17,000 was spent 
in outdoor relief last year. This year I 
rwt,icc they put in an estimate of £41,000 for 
outdoor relief. After five years' record 
re\'emw thPy have £41,000 for outdoor relief. 
I say it is an adrnission of absolute failure­
with the biggest revenue ever hoard of in 
tho history of Queensland and the highest 
taxation. 

The SECRE'I'.UtY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: It is an 
admission that we have a humane Govcrn­
rncnt. 

:\fr. slOORE: It is an admission that the 
administmtion is absolutely rotten. Cnder 
the he a cl " Agriculture and Stock" there was 
£3,000 spread over various votes. There is 
nothing put down for increased expenditure 
in the Agriculture and Stock vote. They do 
not seem to realise that the Government have 
t,aken a\VUY the assr•ts-the credit from the 
people on 'the land-the small farmers, and 
that nearly all the stock has died off those 
places. I would like them to get some DOll· 
ception of what it has meant during the 
vast few months, especially on the Downs, 
to se;• a man's whole life's work practically 
going day after day in thD loss of his cattle. 
He knows that when they are gone he has no 
earthly hope of borrowing from the bank, 
because his credit has been taken away by the 
Government. And doesn't it striko yon that it 
is absolutelv necessary that some assistance 
has to be given to them to allow them to 
sta.rt again! Yet we find £41,000 put down 
for outdoor relief in the cities, and not one 
pound for as,istance to the farmer 0ut in 
th" country. And then the Government goes 
ea lmly round at election time and says, 
" Look what we have done for the farmer." 
I would like to quote a letter to show 
exactly what they arc doing for the farmer. 
I dare say you will remember some time back 
a deputation waited on the Minister for 
Railways asking for a reduction in freight 
so that fodder could be got up for starving 
stock. The concession was a very splendid 
ono in that they gave a reclucti0n of 50 pe 
cent. which has to be paid back in two years 
by the farmer who gets it. 

The SEcRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Do 
you want a free service? 

Mr. Moore.] 
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Mr. MOORE: I want the same relief given 
to the fanner in the country as is given to 
tho man in the city. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC vYORKS: He IS 

Fetting it, too. 

Mr. }100RE: No, he does not. I wish 
tcJ read this letttr, Mr. Chairman. It sho\\S 
the valuable assistance that is b~ing given to 
settlers bv the railwav administration. It 
is as followe :- ·· 

" Kingsthoqw, 
17th December, 1919. 

" .\. E. ::\foore, E<J., :NLL.A., 
Jondaryan. 

'· Dccu- Sir,-I have been request. cl to 
Vi·-Titt; pointing unt the trcatrnent received 
in cnnncct.iDn with the alleged concession 
of freight for fodder to feed starving 
stock. 

'' ~-\ colJsirsnnH•nt of 8 tons of rbnff 
was forwarded from 1\ obbv about the 6th 
ultimo. t· ns for Kiri'gsthorpc, and 
4 tor>- for Oakey. On applying for 
the concession I received the information 
that as my lot did not fill the truck I had 
no claim, an.!! that the concession only 
amounted to half freight down, the 
balcmce within two-three years. The 
truck was full on arriya] r1t Kingsthorpe, 
and m\- lot (4 tons) if forwarded 
separately, would haYe filled an "F" 
wagon. 

" One wonders if the supposed conces­
sion is genuine, and as the Labour party 
m>ty try to show how considerate they aro 
in tl:le matter of concessions to the small 
farmer, this information may bo useful 
to you. 

"Thanking you for past favours, 
Yours faithfully, 

"H. BmMBLECO:\iBE, Sec., Q.F.U." 
Is not it a n1oot extraordina.rv con1mcntarv on 
the sympathy and assistance 'given to fm·iners 
by the Government? Every opportunity is 
giYcn to one section of the cmnrnunity. and 
the other section can be downtrodden as 
much as they like. 

I '·"" in the Public vVorks Department 
£15,000 set down for " unforr";een expendi­
ture," the whole amount being practically 
accounted for by the increased expenditure 
on buildings. I would like to know how 
that come, about? I have an idea it was 
through the rotten administration of t.he 
Public Works Department. 

The SECRETARY FOR .PuBLIC \VoRKS: It was 
through the request of you " chaps " for 
increa~ecl buildi11g·s. 

Mr. MOOHE : I would like to give you one 
instance of how this works. A school was 
built at .T ondaL'Yitn. Started in ::'\oyombcr 
the year before last, it was to be finished in 
JanuarY, so that a start could be made when 
the srh~ol vear onene.d. There v,ras an aver­
ago of ten 'men "~01·king on that for ten and 
a-half months. I asked what the estimatc'd 
cost and the adual cost were, and leai·nt that 
the 0.etirnatod cost was £1,480 and the actual 
cost £1,482; and yet the estimated time was 
only six weeks in one case, and it took ten 
months ! I was rather interested to find out 
where the rest of this money went to. On 
looking up the Public \Vorks report I found 
£366 put down for the erection of .a fence 
round the school-a small 4-acre piece of 
ground, so as to try and endeavour to 
minimise the rotten calculation5 and the way 

[.Mr. }If oore. 

the nublic works are carried out. And we 
find Government works going on in that way 
-n1e11 playing cards in,3te,ad of doing their 
>York. The foreman sackocl them, and the 
ca1·pcntl'l'~ dcc!ared th~-· ~rhool "bla-ck" until 
the men were taken back, and the whole 
work became the laughing-stock of the place. 
'rhat is only one case that we know of. 

The· s cm:T.\RY FOR PunLIC vVORKS : Can't 
you get another one '! 

l\I r. :.\IOOH, E : I low ruanv rnore an"' there 
that \Yt' ·d~) not knovY of·~ [J-o to any depart­
ment in Brisbane, and ask them whether 
they want the work carried out by day labour 
or 'contract. vYo all know what the reply 
will be. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLJC vVORKS: 'iVhat 
did your ex-Minister, Mr. PagN, say? You 
lost £2,000,000 as a result of contract. 

Mr. MOOHE: Day labour is carried out 
pffici{ -t1Y ]n ::;,l1irc \Yhoro the rr1a11 
who is riut in charge 

The i:lECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \VORKS: The 
Pnbllc \York bujldings ::,Land at the ti1ne 
of cyclone. 

:Ylr. 1\IOORE: The cyclone did not mako 
this &chool take ton months to build instead 
of ,,i x weeks. The Public \Vorlcs Depart­
ment in that case was a public scandal. and 
I would like a Commission to be put on to all 
these works to sec whether the other >Yorks 
are carried out in the Ftme manner. 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : He 
sa ,-cd several thousand pounds. 

i\1r. i\IOORE : A bald statement like that 
carries no weight at all. The• experience 
,,-e haYe .in the country in regard to works 
carr·if'd out bv da v labour shows that the 
policy is absolute1y wrong. In another 
inc·tarJce the committee of a school had to 
pull down 10 chains of fencing and re-erect 
it. They called for tenders, and £6 was 
tlw price put in. That pnce was grven by 
a strong Labour supporter, too, but the 
Education Department said they could not 
have it done by contract and thev Jont out 
two men all the v:av b:om Tomvoomba to 
clo it, and it co,,t £36 to carry out that 
work. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC vVORKS ; They 
made a decent job of it. A £6 job would 
be blown away in the first storm. 

nh. ::WOOEE : Thev only had to pull down 
10 chains of fencing and re-erect it. The 
Go,-ernment ought to be very proud of their 
adn1inistration. Then the Treasurer says-

" The- drv weather conditions prevail­
ing during 'the latte~ part .of the financial 
vcar resulted in a scarcrty of employ­
~cnt.'' 

I .,-ould like to state that the dry weather 
did not create a scarcity of employment at 
all. ~-\s a matter of fact, it made· employ­
ment, beca\lSE' a large number of men had 
to be put on to cut down scrub to feed 
starving stock. That applies to all the pas­
toral areas ,in Queensland, and also to many 
farming districts where the stock had to be 
fed. Thc·n, with reg-ard to the action of the 
Government in purchasing chaff. About six 
weeks ago we were tol-d that the Gover·nment 
were going to step in, and they sbted in 
the papers bdorc the· elections came on what 
Mr. Fihelly, who was Acting Premier at the 
time, was going to do to assist the farmers. 
A notice was sent out that if the Farmers' 
'Cnion on the Downs would guarantee all 
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the money required to purchase the chaff, 
gua1 a,ntce the distr1bution of it, a,nd send 
down the nwncy when the chaff arrived, the 
GoYernmcnt would kindly consent to bring 
it up. A£wrwa1·ds, when they found there 
vYas such a rush for it, thc·y did not ask ~or 
a guarantee for the whole of it. They sa1d, 
if we sent down £13 10s. a ton with the 
order they W<Jqld deliver the chaff when it 
came to tJrrnd. It has not come yet, and I 
know n1v monev went jn oYer a 1nonth ago. 

The SECRETA~Y FOR PuBLIC WORKS: Who 
is to blame for that'! The l!'cderal Govern­
ment, for not stopping the strike. 

::\h·. MOORE: ='Tot the Federal Govern· 
l11Pllt. but because of t,he engineer·,' tJtrike. I 
wonld 1ik • to kno\.Y \dHtt ie goiHg to happen 
to this chaff. Arc> wo going to be forced to 
take tho chaff ""t the price sent in when we 
do 11ot \vant the chaff'? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: If yDu 
do not want the chaff you will got a refund. 

:\h. :\fOORE: \Ye will get a refund. That 
is \Yhat I want to know. rrhen, in regard 
to tlw public works policy, the Treasurer 
,..,a,s-

~ "In ordinary tin1es a very acti,~e 
public works policy is warranted in th1s 
State in or<ler to provide land for settle­
nwnt. \Vater conservation, irrigation 
:-;chmnes, _bar,~our development, and road 
eonstructJon. 

And he 5aid a largo amount of loan money 
will be required in each year to fmance 
~ound and promising schemes. Last year, 
1-vhat sound and promising schemes were 
financed? And ye·t we find they spent over 
£2.700,000 in loan moilel'. 'J'hot o:penrliturP 
has only been exceeded' twice in ten years. 
Instead of spending· money on sound and 
pron1ising sche1nc:-:, we fincl 3,000 rncn put on 
the on unvroductiYc 1-vork, ·when we 

like the Burn, tt and Condamine 
ont for watPl. schmncs. )~._lthough 

these n1agni ficent \Yatcrcou1·ses 
exploitntio11, nncl although we 

}J.._ \ spcn tl1e succcs..- oLtained in 'l-ictoria 
and South ... 1\_ush·ali a through irrigation, -we 
tind the money available has been spent Dn 
unproductive wDrk in connection with rail­
way'. £10,000 spent to buy votes for a 
candidate at Roma. 'What an extraordmary 
thing-? And then they cut down the hills 
at th<' wrong end. They left tlw biggest 
hill of tho wc10le lot between Chinchilla and 
Homa not eut down, and they put men on 
at the Roma end so that they could have 
their votes at the by-election, "and then the 
mc n refused to vote because they did not 
f'N a holiday and the Government had no 
spPcial train for thPn1. (Oppof'-ition laug-h­
ter.) I can imagine how pleased the Admin­
i~tration n1Q:3t be at the ·way things are 
going on. I quite understand they try to 
put a bold face on thing,, and I qmte see 
thcv do not want other people to know, but 
tlwv must ln10w that their davs are num­
bered and that the Administration is 
doo1ned. This question of irrigation is a. 
most important one. Personally, when look­
lno- at tho Burnctt River, I was surprised 
at o the extent of irrigable land on its banks 
and the enormous quantity of water that 
C'OtJld be impounded by a weir. The fall is 
onlv about 1 foot per mile, and the banks 
e,re" very deep-over 70 feet. '\Y ould it not 
ba ,-Q been hc,tter to spend ntoncy in con­
"""ving- water on the Burnett than to spend 
a million ponnds in buying cattle stations? 

Mr. Dm:STAN: It would have been be·tter 
if it was done ten years ago. 

::VIr. ::VIGORE: Suppose it was done to-da>, 
would it not be of advantage in years to 
come? If the Government had entered into 
that proposition four years ago, instead Df 
spending a ruillion poundR in buying catt]P 
stations, would it not hav-o been a good 
thing for Queensland to-day? The Treasurer 

"ThcrR i~ abundant evidence that 
Qu< . .::_•nslond ha~ an1ple 1neaus and oppo'P­
tnnitit>~:; for \Yatc'r cons(:rvntion and 
irrigation, anrl scYeral promising 
0chcnl(~S for f'uch cnterp1·jse arc under 
consideration." 

:Mr. AmrFTELD: You did not know that 
until it >Yas pointed out. 

Mr. MOORE: We did know it. 

Mr. O'Sc;LI.IVAN: ~Why didn't you do some· 
thing· ·when you IYCrc in po" er'! 

i\Ir. :MOORE: \Ye did not spend money in 
fish shops, State stations, etc. 

The •CI-I~.tiR::VfAN: Onlcr ~ I n~k tho ho11. 
member to address the Chair. 

:\h. i\IOOHE: :'\ow. I wonlcl like to quote 
\YlHtt the lYiinister for 1-taihYavs s11icl in 
1914. .\e< reported on page 1o81 of 
" I-Iansa:·cl" of that year, he f'aid--

" I find the actuaJ a1rwnnt rrc~iYcd lJY 
tlw people of Qtwcnsland totallc :1 
£10,912,514. In interc·,t we ha\"C ah·ead~­
pnid £16.529,224. and we still "'' e 
£11.728,800. Thrse fignres rnmt reaJJ:­
interc..::t the ::~oung Q(1eenslandcr. '\Vt: 
.Jo not pcnnit 'fL local authority to go 
nl011g in that haphazard \Yay: \YC' 1nakc· 
thPn1 proyi,clP intcre:-~t nnd rC'demptioll. 
I hav-e a little tahlP ·pn'parpd, which 1 
-will re 1d 111 or del~ to get jt into 
' llaw;ard.' " 

I arn n'r,v pleased it is herr~\ hecm1en it 
lllnstrat('S Pxactly what tho Gon•rnn1211t arc 
doing. lie f nrther caid--

" The 1nethorls follo,yccl here' are bad. 
There is son1cthinp; \\Tong about thcn1-
somcthing irnpo~:-;llJlc about . It 
does 11ot scern g·uud f-inance. It the 
f'OI't, of finRBCl' that the hon. nw<nh< r fo•· 
.Ylu!'rurnha stands for. He is as:-:oeiuted 
in th~t sort of finance vv-ith the mcomber 
for Drayton, the dPput,v lcacL'r of the 
farn1crs' party.'' 

Mr. PAY~E: That is rig·ht. 

l\111-. MOOrtE: \"-hat have the,- done? 
They floated a loan at 6~ per cc?t. fre~ 
0f income tax and free of successwn and 
probate duty. They have purchased State 
stations, on which they d0 not pay any 
taxes and on which the S'tate lo&es about 
£3,000 a year though dispoose<sing the 
p1·ivttte owner'. who did pay taxee. They 
started stores on day labour works and they 
lose £1.200 a year Dn them, and then the 
naive adn1i-slon is ihat they sold tlw ~tore~; 
too cheaplv. Fancv putting up stores to sell 
food to da"y labom·ers, and not being able to 
square the accounts. 

The SECHETARY FOH R.HLWAYR: Your rDn.­
plaint is that we bought moat too cheaply. 

Mr. MOOTIE: I do not say :-·oll buy it 
at a.H. If an\·onc could go to the rnan.ager 
of the nwat,:orks 'md put a pistol to hi,; 
head he could gPt rnca.t chear1Jy. -~lou took 
the farmers' butter in the ~~tune ·wa;v. I do 
not call that buying. 1 cull it, commandeer­
ing. Thosn things may be t::ul rfght frDtn 
the point of vie\Y of the Govern:r;n0nt, but 
they arc not helping Queensl.and. They are 

Mr. Moore.J 
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11ot getting us out of the financial Jnorass 
that thf' Secretary for l{ailwavs said he \Vas 
n·oino· to do when he rnade that speech in 
l914."' 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You will 
find that mo•t instructive. 

Mr. l\100RE: I have found it mo·-t 
instructive. I also think it would be most 
in~tructive if one of the r{lilway n1anacrers 
Df the United States could come to Que~ns­
la nd to see ex,lCtly how things are done in 
Queeuslancl. Ho could find out-(1) How to 
employ more men and cut down the public 
train service to a n1inimun1. (2) l-Io1v never 
to be up to time either starting· or stopping. 
(3) How hardlv ever to do anvthing other 
than inconvoni~nce the people ,~·ho own the 
radways. (4) How to extend fares and 
frt'ights in inverse ratio to tho value given 
m the country only. (5) How to convPrt a 
fielf~,containr·d and puy.ing servire into a 
hopeless state of bankruptcy in four years. 
(6) How to carrv off this situation in a li~ht 
and airy In:un1c:r hy stating that it doe:n't 
matter if they don't pay; we'll ~et it from 
a land tax. They might do that and I do 
not suppose it would cost £1,800 to cmno 

here and find it out. Then we 
[10 p.m.] find that the super tax is to be 

kept on this year. Tho supo,· 
tax was put on for a specific p1u-po'e. and 
it was only going to be kept on for one 
year. That tax was collected and the monev 
used for ordinary expe·nditure and we find 
it is to he kept on. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR Pc:BLIC \YORKS: It was 
subject to renewaL 

l\fr. MOORE: The Trcasur01· neyer said a 
word about keeping it on. It -,.vas OJH) of 
those cases w.herc he told a half-truth. The 
Treasurer says further-

" It must be remembered that last 
year's revenue included retrospective 
income and land tax: but) oycn rnaking 
allowance for that, the revenue of the 
State is seen to be alrnost stationarY." 

I think it is only th{, stagnation which has 
been caused through the Labour Go1·Nn­
n1cnt's a>dminjstration, through the shaking 
of the public confidence. By reason of the 
,,-ant of confidence throughout the country 
the people are afraid to put their monev 
into any e·nterprises. • 

Mr. COI;LIC<iS: They aro building all oYer 
th0 place rn my electorate. You rnust repre­
sent a very poor part of Queensland. 

Mr. MOORE: I represent a part which, 
before the Labour Administration came into 
Queensland, "as called the garden of 
Queensland, which was ono of the richest 
parts of Australia. 'To-day it is practically 
a dosert. Through the land taxation values 
on the Downs have been brought down 50 
per cent. ; the credit of the farmers has been 
taken away; their assets lwYo gone. 

Mr. CoLLINS : Does the land tax stop the 
crops growing? 

Mr. JYIOORE: No. but it took away the 
opportumty of the farmer to reeover him­
self, because it took 11way the value of his 
property and his opportunity to finance 
himself. 

Mr. CoLLINS : How much do the farmers 
really pay '! 

Mr. MOORE : I am not talking about 
what they have paid. It is in tho n;cluction 
in the Yalue of their holdings where the 
trouble comes about. 'Their security is gone. 
'They put the whole of their labour into their 
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farms, thinking they had an asset 9n which 
they could draw in times of adversity; but 
the Labour Government comes into power, 
and \'\~ith t}w stroke of a pen takes a 1 ... vay 
half tho asset. Those who suffer understand 
the hardships. Those who sit on the front 
Treasury benches perhaps do not under­
stand. Later on, probably, they will under­
stand, when they get put out in the cold. 
They will then have an opportunity of seeing 
what the sutierings of the people have been. 
The Statement also has this to say-

" It is well known that the majority 
of the pastoral lessees in this State clo 
not pay to the Crown a, fair rent for the 
land the,c- occupy. Information in the 
possession of the Lands Department shows 
that, taking the whole State, the average 
rental paid on pastoral holdings is 
18s. llifd. per square mile." 

The average rent paid by the Crown for its 
State stations is 7s. 2d. per square mile. 
Even then they cannot make a profit if they 
pay their taxes the same as the ordinary 
individuaL Yet they say they are making 
a success of State enterprises. Thev think it 
is \rorth while spending £1,000.000 and 
giving 4~ per cent. debentures for those 
places. The Government look at a, thing 
from. a totally different point of view to 
the people outside. The man outside on a 
farm looks at it from the top of a mountain 
of taxation; the Treasurer looks through 
a window of the Star Chamber at the '.rrades 
Hall, and says he is satisfied. I know there 
am countrv members who must realise the 
hardships that many people are undergoing 
to-clay. It is up to thorn to endeavour to 
instruct their colleagues on the front bench 
regarding the difficulties with which the 
people have to put up, and see if they cannot 
remedy them. There are one or two things 
which I want to mention, because they are 
particularly brought forward in the Commis­
sioner's report. VV.,. e are going to have retro­
spective taxation to go back six months. 
As a rnle, th" pastoralist or the farmer has 
to pay for a thing he has not got. He pays 
for stock on hand at the end of the year. 
\Ye have not had an opportunity of proving 
up to the pres,mt that very often that stock 
is dead, and be has to pay on something 
hEl never had. Thie time we have to pay on 
that stock on hand at 30th June. In very 
many cases 80 per cf>nt. of that stock is dead, 
consequently \VE have to pay on income vve 
haYe never had >1nd haYe no possible hope 
of getting. rrhc Cmumissioner drc\v attenM 
ti on to this four years ago. Ho said-

" The operations of this Act have 
remlted in some persons who sold heavily 
in anticipation of the drought having to 
pay considerable sums by way of income· 
tax although they had actually lost stock 
by drought. Some owners who had paid 
·mall an1mmts bv wav of tax since 1907 
found t'ocmseh·cc; obligocl to make large 
payments on selling out during 1915. The 
s' otcm of taxation under the Act of 1902 
a'ppears to diYidc· the profits more equit­
ably fron1 year to year." 

vVhcn the Commission~r of Taxation rn.akes 
a statement like that, and shows the unfair­
ness of it tmra rds a section of the people, 
von would think the Treasurer would take 
~onle notice. and endeavour to remedv it. 
He also goes on to ··ay last year- · 

" The noticeable changes are farmers 
who paid 10.39 per cent. of the tax for 
1917, but for 1918 were only assessed on 
4.99 per cent. of the total tax." 
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They have gone down under the Labour 
Adminietration, which was said to be so 
sympathetic to the farmers. from 10 per cent. 
to 4 per cent. This :;•ear they probably have 
gone down more. And wo find the ;.nan who 
was sent out to the Downs to do the valuing 
was sacked a.t the ond of N ovemb,•r because 
~e did not put the values up higher. They 
11ad the opportumty of testing whether his 
v.alues were rig~t or not. He got instruc­
·~wn~ to value higher, and because he dared, 
1n lus expErience) to sav thC'v \Yf'rE' fair and 
equitable, he got put out. No one else has 
been sent up since, but I suppose some 
re-mpcramcnta.!ly fit valuer will be sent up 
there to put thf)m up to what the Treasurer 
;;)1inks . is required f'?r revenue purposes. 
·.l.heJ:e IS one thmg whtch I wanted to point 
out m the agl'lcultural report because- it is a 
d0liberate misstat()ment. It' says-

" Under the wheat pool-admission to 
which was denied to Queensland-a miller 
carrying on business here did not have 
freedom for his purchases. and had to 
obtain the consent of the pool; and this 
notwithstanding there was no shortage of 
wheat in Australia." 

I w.ant to point out that admission was not 
demed to Queensland. It was denied to 
Queensland bv the Premier of this State 
.Jeclining to allow Queensland to go in it. 

Mr. BRE!'iXAX : IV ere you in Toowoomba 
when that happened? 

Mr. MOORE: Yes, I was. 
1\fr. BREXNA:-i: 'What happened? 

Mr. MOORE: We had meetings. 
, Mr. BRENNAN : The member for Cunning­
narn and the member for \Varwick turned 
it do\vn. 

:Mr. MOORE: The same old talc ! Does 
the hon. member know that the Secretary for 
Agl'lculture '"ked for a vote to be taken of 
the farmers' organisations throughout Queens­
land as to whether we wanted to go into the 
pool or not? And does he know that a 
n1ajority of se-venteen said "Yes"? 

:\fr. BRENXAX: Did not the Premier sav 
'· Tell us what you want"? · .. ' 

:Ylr. :\fOORE: Yes, and did not we tell 
hi1n'! 

Mr. BRE:-iN.\N: No, you could not agree 
ntnongst yourselves. 

Mr. MOORE : .A majority agreed, but we 
had a pobtlCian Instead o£ a statosrnan a11d 
h·' could not see that the loss of a few' votes 
would be more than balanced bv thE\ benefit 
to, the State. Then we find i'n the Agri­
CUltural report they say, " Under the wheat 
pool-admtcston to \Yhich was denied to 
l/ucensland"-.. trving to make out that the 
Federal Govcrnrnot!t had Jonied Queensland 
the right of cnming in. Thev were not 
. <tatcsmen enough to see that Queensland had 
to buy wheat as well as sell it. Thev thought 
they would be able> tn come in o;; a good 
1natk0t under a \Yheat pool, and not haye 
any of the e::;:pcnse connected with it. The 
farmers knew \Yhat tlwy wanted. and aske-d 
for it. It was the State Government who 
d1d not know their business. I would like 
tu point out also a statc1ncnt \Vhich says~ 

';Trade behn~en States undpr th~, Con~ 
s.titution is free, and the war caus.ed no 
position under which the supply of dairy 
produce was endangered or threatened 
wtth shortage; and yet the manufacturers 
were subjected to administration that 
had no practical meaning or result." 

I wonder does the Treasurer realise that 
there is an amount of £37,000 still owing on 
account of that 10s. a head which was charged 
on cattle which went over the border. Yet 
tlwv tuik about trade between the States 
bci~1g frPc. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 'WORKS: That 
case was the subject of a High Court decision. · 

2\IIr. MOORE: One question I asked in this 
Chamber, to .,-hic,h I ncYer got an ans\Ycr. 
might have had a very 1naterial bearing on 
that case. I askerl, \Vas there anv rnan in 
QucensJ,md who took cattle over the border 
\\'ho paid the 10&. a head without signing- thte 
agreenwnt to bring them back again? I 
Pndea' on red three time'- to g·et a reply to 
that, and I never got it. Had that reply 
been glven, the decl:-.ion in the ease I..Yould 
have been different. This is what the 
Agricultural Report says-

" There were 42.735 owners of cattle, 
with an average herd for each of 135 
head. but few of those owning up to 100 
h<cad: the anra,ge ~vas slil;l'htly under 
twenty-seven head, and this class r;tay be 
taken to represent the majonty of 
fanners and dairymen." 

These are the bed barons of Queensland that 
hon. members opposite are so fond of refer­
ring to. The report further says in regard 
to tho pools-

" Under normal conditions of trade 
nothing could be said on that score; but 
if the meaning of the word ' pool' means 
share-and-share alike, Queensland manu­
facturers should not have been penalised 
to the advantage of the Southern manu­
facturers. Tho disclosures in the Federal 
Parliament concerning pools and the 
diect of them, added to the experience 
of producers and manufacturers in 
Queensland, \vould not <Seem to encouracre 
fm·ther adventure into that kind of 
business now that the war is over and 
tra.de is returning to norn1al avenues." 

What has happened was this: Mr. Ma5sey­
Greene came up with his scheme for a dairy 
produce pool and put it before the farmers 
and the co-operative factories, and they 
carriPd it by a vote of 85 per cent. to go into 
a pool in which thev got control of their busi­
ness. There has been a certain amount of 
discussion over this pool business, and I 
would like to get the true facts into " Han­
sard," Bo that people can sec what the 
position is. A little pamphlet was sent out 
bv Mr. Carter. the hon. member for Port 
Cm·tis, and a reply was sent in by Mr. T. 
Flood Plunkett. I want to get thi5 into 
" Hansard" to let the farmers know exactly 
what h11nnen0d. Mr. Plunkett was the 
Quecnsla;cl rcpresenta tive on that pool, and 
hiB vie\vs arc worth giving. He says here-

" DuTTER CoxTROL . 
"To the Editor. 

" Sir.-I have been handed a pamphlet 
compiled hy Gf~orp:e Cartf-~r, :VI.L.~-\., thnt 
iB being die,tributed throughout the dairy. 
ing districts with reference to Common­
wealth control of butter, and cited as 
" an extraordinarv transactjon." As the 
information contained in this pamphlet 
does not put the position fairly before 
the dairy J1roducers, I feel it my duty 
as " member of the Commonwealth Dairy 
Produce Pool CommittPe to put the facts 
before them, that they may judge for 
themselves. The first error in the pam­
phlet is that the price in February, 1919, 

Mr.111oore.j 
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w.a~ 168s. Sd. The price was 186s. Sd., a 
rhflcrcnce of £18 per ton. The pamphlet 
~tatc . .;;; rl1at t.l1P London priPc' for Danlc,h 
butter in 1917 '""" 500,. per C\vt. Thi,, 
was for a small parcel of 70 boxes sold 
in :\1anchcstcr. Practically no other 
JJanish butter arrived in England during 
1917. Gp to the end of t.he 1917 season 
overy factory "\Yas free to export it-s ov.rn 
butter, which it did, and received full 
London prices. none of which were higher 
than 216s. per cwt. The pamphlet says 
233s. 4d. From the 1st of ,J nlv 1917 the 
fJrst Imperial contract commenc~d at '151s. 
t.o. b., t·he Imperial Government paying 
mtercst on the butter from the time it 
went into store. T,he pamphlet says that 
1!1 May, 1917, the Hughcs Government 
fixed the pnce for export at 154s. less 
3~ per cent. This is also wrong, a's the 
conference which appointed tho Federal 
Butter Committee did not meet in Mel­
bourne until the 26th J nl v 1917 and 
then started negotiations fo·;.' the s~l~ of 
1917-18 butter. The question to be con­
sidered was whether the Imperial 
Government could ascertain tho fair 
market. val~e of butter in store in Aus­
tralia m v1ew of the improbability of 
hemg a.ble to cany it, on account of the 
sub~1anne menace, and eventually it was 
decHkd to <IC'Cupt 151"'. f.o.b. a~ a ba~i.~ 
~~hcrefore the pamphlet is 1vrong a-;ai~~ 
lhe pamphlet states that the cost of 
fre1ght, marketing, and Dther charges 
amoynted to 25s. per cwt. T.his is wrong 
agam, as the cost for the fnll season 
HH7-18 w.1s as hiu·h a 6 33. JH'l' c'"-'L, and 
never less than 30s. The war risk of 5 
per. cent.,_ n1arlno risk of 11 por cent., .and 
fre1ght at. 12s. 6d .. per cwt., besides the 
cost of an-craft msuranc<>. heayy port 
dnes, col_ cl st<Jl'agt' for protractl d JWriod ;, 
largely IYlCl'eased the cost on the British 
Government. The pan.phlet omits to 
st a h.? t.lw \ out o_f t ltu 3~- ])Cl' cent. 
dt~dur~c-d 1~- }H'r ccut. \nu; retnnJed to the; 
factones. After negot.i_::~ting, th0 British 
Government agreed w1th the committee 
to r~tm·n half their gros' profits on Aus­
tralian butter. This amount was 38s 
)Wr cwt. Th" pamphln q,ke. 'Wlwrc i~ 
the diff<;ronce ,Dr who got the money?' 
The BntJsh Government out Df their 
protlts, paid interest in Australia for an 
average of two months and for about 
four months in the United Kingdom. 
l'~e usual machinery for di·,tribution was 
ut~hsed throughout the Kingdom, and 
thiS wus obvwusly anot.her 3 per cent. 
storage at l~oth ends, interest from time 
stored, until date released, averaging 
about twenty weeks. Fire and air-craft 
Insurance, diBtribution, comn1i ssior.:., 
exchange, and \Var scrYice controls 
absorbed lSs. 6d .. per cwt., possibly it 
was 19s. That 1s how their half was 
utilised. 

'~Instead of Australian producers 
wa1tmg for their share of the profit of 
1918-19 season's shipments, it has been 
ant1mpatod and is being paid to them 
now. 'The pamp.hlct says there is no 
remission of any profits though it must 
have been approximately 35s.; and then 
says that the farmer should have received 
mm·e money for his butter. Therefore 
British consumers paid all these charge~ 
by reason of the higher price put on to 
him for his butter. No speculator could 
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exist in this matter as the producer seEc 
his butter direct to the British Govern­
ment. To put the butter position more 
fully before the producers, the State 
Government transactions must be taken 
into account. In 1915, during a dronghto, 
they seized butter for which they paid 
'" low as 140s. per cwt., le's 2 per cent., 
whe:-:n the market Twice in Victoria wa.5 
over 220s. Instead ~of realising this price, 
thev sold 747 boxes at 225s., <1nd a small 
por't-ion in Qut~Pns1and at 196:,·. The 
balance of this butter wa' shipped to the 
Agent-General in London, and the 
highest obtained averaged about 179s. 
4d. net f.o.b. The best price the Govern­
ment recei,-ed in London was 16s. or 17s. 
per cwt. lmver than that recei,-ed b:­
factories who had their butter on the 
London market at the same time. The 
snr]1lus received by the Government wa.s 
wpposed to ha vc been distributed among 
factories, but they never yet, although 
they have repeatedly asked, have been 
allowed to see what it cost to handle tho 
butter, \vhich it \Vas kno\vn \vas far in 
excess of what would be ordinary distri­
bution. \Ye know the Gov0rnment seized 
54 tons from one factory at 140s., when 
that company had been offered 184s. per 
cwt.. with the result that the producers 
recciYed £2,376, or 2~ per cent. per lb, 
less for that month than they should 
have received. It will be interesting for 
producers to watch the attitude of the 
(;ovPrnn1cnt whon1 ~1r. Carter ~upport....: 
between now and next State electiDns. 
The price of 20,000 tons of beef had becE 
fixed for five years. \V ill butter he next? 

" I am, sir, etc., 
"T. FLooD PLuNKETT. 

"Beaude~ert, 8th December." 
The British GoYcrnnlPnt came to the rescue of 
the Quecn~lnnd farnlPl'S \Yhcn \YC did not kno·w 
\vhat to do \Yith ou:!.' producl'. The fanners 
wc•ro glad to get tho tf'rnls thr1t VYPre offered, 
yet '"' ,~ h :-" Yf~ n1Pm lwrs opposito ~..-:Ptring up 
and decrying what the British GoYcrnrnent 
did. anci saying that the British Govcrnn1enu 
robbed the prnJuccrs of Quocr:sland. 

.l\Ir. ·EREX'\'AX: Not tlh' Briti'h Gon'l'll­
rnent, but the profitce,·s. 

:Vir. ~~lOORE: It was a dirl'd ealn to the 
British GoYC'l'IllllCnt. There 'vas uct a pr> 
fil·~cr in it. The bon. lfH'tnber for Too­
Y>ootnba 1nay kno'v something about la\v, but 
ho knows nothini[ about butter. I doubt if 
he knm' much about law. If he had 2. 

case and it, he -..ronk1 say it was because 
it "a~ a Tory judge, and he did not ger 
justice. It is .a pity that a member repre­
senting a farmiug constituency' should dolibcr­
atcl~- go out of li~ ~va:v to rnake .statcrncnts 
decrying thf' British Government, ,_-hich came 
to the 1·cscu~, of the fanners 'vhen the QuccnE­
laud GoYern1nent would not do anything. 

::\1r. BREXX.\X: The Federal Goycrnmcnt 
pooled cYcrything, and pooled us too. 

:VIr. ::\IOORE: If the hon. member would 
go into th( Co-opcratiYc Butter li"actory in 
his own town he would know all about it. 
,and he ,,·ould not 1nake such statornents as 
he rna kt~s h(~rc. I <Strongly resent any rneni­
ber of this House decrying what the British 
Gon•rnment did for the farmers. Hon. mem­
br.,r::; should adn1ire theu1 for tlwir generosity. 
If tlw Qu('(>nslrrnd Government had said 
they would adYancc 250s. or anything 
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in cold ~tDre~ it would 
bur the Qw::-r:nsland 

\Yhen the farmcro 
th~v will see how 

Brit~:ih G-ovcrr1111ent. 
agreed to g0 into 

the:; had preferred 
the> would have 

gonG into another 
will han: a pool 

for n1eat too. It 
for nwat than to 

at 3d. peT lb. 

Tt~t.· consnil'lPr:' have got to 

The bell indicat0d that the ho:u. member's 
time had PxpirE'd. 

ThP HousP re,mnPd. The Chairman 
rf'portpd progre5s. and t11e Con1n1ittee 
ohtairwd leaYe to slt again t·o-tno:rro,~.r. 

ADJO'CR~\~IE::\T. 

Tlw PRE::I<IIER: I hcg: to mo,·c that the 
1-l6usP do no\v adjourn.-- The f-irst bn="irH•s-; 
to-tnorrow w-ill be rhe continuation of the 
(h'bate on the Financial Stateinent. It is 
hoped it 'i,\'ill bf' finished at an Cc:trly hnur, 
and thPn \V(' will proceE>-d to a more fo~·rnal 
discussion of thp rpsolution5 thenlif.'1Ycs. 

Qu.P:::.tion put and pa3sJ_::d. 

ThP Hou>P 
rninntt"A pa-..t 10 

a.t ±n·J--.nJ;y-fiVi:7 




