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FRIDAY, 9 JANUARY, 1920. 

The House met at half-past 3 o'clock p.m., 
the chair being taken by the CLERK (Mr. C. 
A. Bernays). 

RESIGXATION OF SPEAKER. 

The• CLERK: I have to inform the House 
that I have received the following letter:-

"Brisbane, 
" 9th January, 1920. 

'·The Clerk of the Legislative Assembly, 
" Queensland. 

''Dear Sir,-
" I beg- to tender my resignation of the 

office of Speaker of the Legislativ8 
Assembly of Queensland. 

"I am, Yours faithfully, 
"WM. LENNON." 

ELECTION OF SPEAKER. 

Mr. KIRW AN (Brisbanr) : I have very 
much pleasure in proposing for the position 
of Speaker Mr. vVilliam Bertram. (Hear, 
hear !) Members of this House are well 
aware of the qualifications of l\1r. Bertram 
for this position. He has held the position 
of Chairman of Committees in this Chamber 
for a number of years, and I am quite sure 
that he has impressed every member of 
this House with his desire to be absolutely 
impctrtial and fair. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

)lr. KIRW AN: The position of Speaker 
is one requiring qualifications which, I 
venture to sugg-est, are to be found in Mr. 
Bertram, and I am perfectly satisfied that 
if this House in its wisdom elects him to 
that honourable position it will have no 
reason to regret it. (Hear, hear !) vVithout 
any further remarks, therefore, I have very 
much pleasure in proposing Mr. vVilliam 
Bertram. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER (Brerner): I have very 
much pleasure in seconding the nomination 
made by the hon. member for Brisbane. 
With him. I believe tihat the position of 
Speaker calls for the exercise of great judg­
ment, calls for the exercise of tact, calls for 
tho qualification of reliability, because the 
Speaker of this House is the representative 
of the people. He is tho first commoner of 
the land, and it is necessary that the first 
commoner of the land should be a man well 
trusted by this House, who are tho elect 
of t:he people of this State. I second his 
nomination boeause I believe it will be found 
that he is a g-entleman who has the confidence 
of this Chamber sufficiently to f1ll the high 
office of Speaker. a high and honourable 
office of groat antiquity, one requiring great 
judgment, groat firmness. All the holders 
of the office in the past have boon gentlemen 
:holding those qualifications, even in the 
times when the conflicts were between the 
people and the Crown. Those conflicts are 
past, but we still require, in the office of 
Speaker, a man whose judgment is sound, 
whose integrity is above suspicion and in 
whom the commons, or the common people 
at any rate, have that supreme cDnfidence 
that is necessary. I have, therefore, very 
much pleasure in seconding the nomination 
of Mr. William Bertram as Speaker of this 
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House, and I trust that hon. rnem hers will 
support it, because I believe he is the most 
fitted man to fill the high office. 

GoVEHNMEN'r J\ihl\IBEHS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. CORSEH (Hurnr:tt): I have the honour 
tCJ nominate JV1r, Andrew Lang Petrie, 
member for Toon;bul. for the office of 
Speaker. All the qualifications necessary in 
a Speaker, as outlined by members on the 
other side, are contained in the person of the 
!tort. rnc·r:tbcr for Toombul, and together with 
those qualifications· Mr. Petrie holds th8 
qnal_if',.cation that he is a very old and 
ro,poctecl member of this Chamber. Having 
b••etl i>H'nty·six years in it he should, at any 
J'ate, have a better idea than most of us of 
the conde1ct of Lhe affairs of the House, 
fiOl111~ gre:ttr-r idoa of how to gnide jts busi­
ness. If Mr. Petric is honoured hy the 
<'cmfidence of a majority of the members of 
this HoLhO, I feel sure there will not be 
the nocHssity for such actions as arc antici­
lJatPd by the remarks of the gentlemen who 
IlOminatcd Mr. Bertram for this position. 
·whilst I haYe nothing to say ag·ainst their 
nominee, I must add that Mr. Pctrio's quali­
fications, his ability, his tact, his generosity, 
his fair·mindodness, and the high esteem in 
which every member of this House holds him, 
are such that they excel even the qualifica­
tions of the gentleman nominated by the 
members opposite. 

Mr. HODGE (Xanango): I have very 
n1uch pleasure in seconding the non1inat.ion 
of Mr. Petrie, the hon. member for Toombul, 
for the position of Speaker. I feel that thiti 
should be a non·party appointment. There 
is no doubt that the qualities that have been 
attributed to Mr. Bertram by the mover aml 
seconder of his nomination arc possessed b0-
Mr. Potrio. I am not against Mr. B<>rtram. 
I am quite in accor.d with the remarks that 
have fallen from the mover and seconder of 
his nomination, but I think that in a case 
like this the appointment should come from 
the whole of the House and should be 
decided on non-party lines. Under these 
conditions, I have very much pleasure in 
f-Cconding the non1ination of lV1r. Petrie, and 
I am satisfied that if elected to that position 
he will do honour to this Chaml>er, he will 
do honour to himself, and he will do honour 
io Queensland. 

]ll[r. MACARTNEY (Toowong): Two 
nominations now have been received, and I 
take it that we are at lil>erty to offer argu· 
monts pro and cor1. It has not always been 
the habit of this House to appoint a Govern­
ment nominee, to the honourable position of 
Spca kcr. It has frequently, and even within 
my own rocolloction, been the habit to 
appoint a man from thL opposite side of 
the House. Mr. Pctrio, whose nomination 
has been proposed by the hon. member for 
Burnett and seconded by the hon. member 
for :\'anango, is perhaps the oldest member 
in the House at the .present time. He has 
special qualifications. He has, in the first 
place, had a very, very wide actual experi· 
erwr; of the House. His disposition is such 
that I do not think anyone can question his 
fair·mindedness or tact. I think it would be 
a graceful thing on the part of the Govern­
ment and on the part of the nominators of 
. 1\lr. Bertram to withdraw his nomination 
awl allow the oldest member of the House 
tu be selected. I have nothing to say adverse 
to the appointment of the hon. member for 
Marcc. I r·ealiso that I have personally 
myself received a groat deal of courtesy at 
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his hands while he has occupicxl the position 
of Cha.innan of Conunittecs a.nd while he 
has temporarily occupi·cd t.~o chair of the 
Speaker. I realise also that he has Jn bun a 
sense of fair-n1indcdncss. 1\ 1nan who 1S 
married to sport to the extent that "-1r. 
Bortran1 is n1ust nec·essarily be a n1an \Vho 
will ·do a fair thing. But I realise al'lo that 
the man who occupies that chair is not 
altogether a free agent. i~ n1an looks to 
his future he looks to hiS progress anJ 
ad vanccrne'nt in his partv, and if he is to 
have those he must secu"re the goodwill of 
the majority of his narty. If he. fail.s t? 
plea,e hon. members on the other srde. Jnch­
viduallv or to the extent of a ma]onty of 
the caucus, then his position is more .or 
less a hopdcss one. A man who occup1es 
that position is entitle·d to .our sympathy. 
Whatever happened, I beheve that JV~r. 
Bertram would make an endeavour to nse 
abov<l it, but if we view the position as it 
is all round, I think it would l>e a graceful 
and a wise thing to make way for the sclec· 
tion of Mr. Petrie. \Ye have had several 
Speakers from the other side of the House 
during the CLll'l'CPcy of the !ll'esent rcgune 
which have alwavs sour decJ hko support of 
the cry of " spo.ils to the victors," and it 
\VOulcl be a f"ir thing to sbuw that tlw 
appointment is not altogether and at all 
tirnes a political or party one. 

The fact that we have to select a Speaker 
at all comes with certain surpri·>e to this 
parLV-eon1cs with certain surprise to Parlia­
ment. I do not know wheth"r it has come 
as quite such a surprise as hon. members on 
the other si.de would have expected. It 
might have happened that ~n. Tuesday. of 
this week, without .any prehmmary n?tlce, 
we might have been called ~1pon .to drscuss 
the question vve are no\v d1scuss1ng. For­
tunately we are not in that position, but I 
think co;ning events-particularly in matters 
so important to a wide section of the com­
munity-might have been forc-.hadow:ed, to 
give the commumi·y an opportumty of 
expressing itself before the event ar;d pre· 
veuting the happemng of (·.-rents whwh <.re• 
matters for v2ry deep and very s1nccre 
regr0t. 

Thl~ PRL~\IIER : That would be a curious 
f'ystern of goYernnl8nt. 

Mr. :VlAC_\RTKEY: I think the cause 
of the present vacancy in the Speakership 
has come as a ·shock, not only to th1s House, 
hut it has come as a shq,ck to the pecple of 
Queensland. The practice has been that the 
gc•ntlem an who has been appointed to the 
position of Lieutenant-Governor has net l>een 
a man aesociated with the acbYe polrt1cs of 
the Lower House, and he has not been a man 
who could be regarded as an extreme 
partisan. 

The l'HEMIEH : All the Licutenant·Goyer· 
nors in the pact were associated with. active 
•1oliiics in the Lower House at some tune or 
~nother in their career. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: They mav have been 
associated with active politics at ~ome remote 
part of theic carcor--

Tha Hm!E SECRETARY: 'I'he public was not 
informed of Sir Arthur MOJ·gan's appoint­
mont beforehand . 

Mr. MACARTNEY: It is quitB true that 
gentlemen have been appointed . who wen' 
at one time connected w1th pohtJCs, but at 
the time of their appointment, and for some 
time prior to their appointment, they had 
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not been taking an active part in ihP politics 
associated \Vith the surroundings of the 
Lower House. 

The l'RDIIER: The same thing applic:s tu 
the Speaker. 

::Ur. J\lACARTJ'\EY: In most cccsos they 
hav·e been men who ha.-e boon for a con· 
siderable tin10 colHlccted with the cooler :3nr­
l'oundin;;s of the Upper llousc. In this case' 
.c•pparently liis Excellency has recommended 
-no douLt ou ttlC advice of his respousiblc 
ach·i- ,·rs, the~ only \Ye can attack in 
connuction \\'ith n1attcr-a gentlcrnan 
\Yho, nntJ a fe\Y ago. wu::; act·1al1y 
a ere :lure of the caucus of the Labour purty; 

r;cntlClll:111 \YhO \:US- a DlOtllbCl' of the 
£{.)\.-\-- 1r1inutC's ago. 1-1is l'CSigna­

to-day; and, if I arn to r ·all 
llHtde Gy the .P1·mnier in tht..: 

Prc:;;-; aright, his cornn1i3sion is likely to 
HlTlYC somr~ tirno about tlw ruiUcllc of 

which rneans that it rnust hav·e left 
countrv about the ruiddlc or t1n.~ 

earlv nart of bccr·Inber, in which case the 
hon.' g;,ntbm dl practically had alread:· Lceu 
;:-qJpoiutcd) or has for ~oi.nC tinlC been actually 
appointor!, to the position of Lieutenant­
Governor, all the ti1ne being .a nwn1bcr of 
rhe {'aucus behind the GoYC'rrunent o£ the 
day. 

Th{• PnE:nER: 'J'he same remark applies to 
the pn sent Governor-General of the Com­
rumcwcalth of Am,tralia. He as a member 
of the caucus of the LiLeral party in Great 
1Jr1tain befor.c3 he was appointed GoYernor­
Doncral. 

:\Ir. ~JACAHT::\'EY: There is no com­
parison vrha.tev{'r lJetwcen the Liberal caucus 
-of Great Britain and the caucus as we know 
it that is behind th·e Go.-ernment of Queens­
land. Tho member, of the Liberal party, 
nr of the l'\ational party, or whatever you 
.like to cctll it, in any part of the British 
Empire ha.-c still got their liberty of con-
..-r1enee. 

:\1r. KIR\I'AX: \Vhat about Brucc Smith'! 

l\lr. FRY: Your friends nearly stoned him 
~o death. 

Mr. MACART?\EY: The gentleman who 
has just resigned from the Speaker's chair 
\vas until a few 1ninutes ago a. m·ember of 
!lle Governrnent caucus, and was as such in 
such a position that he could not be a free 
agent. I say that his appointment is a 
discredit to those who advised it; it is an 
inEult to the loyal people of Qu<'•ensland. 

:Mr. KIRWAN: An insult to the profiteers. 

Mr. MACART?\EY: It is an insult to 
those people iu Queensland who desire to 
have their affairs administered by men 
kumrn to be impartial and fair-mindc,d men. 

The PRE~HER: You are attacking a man 
whose three sons went and fought for the 
Empire, and fought with distinction. (Hear, 
l1car !) 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Personally I have 
llot one word to say against the present 
Li<:!ntenant-Governor. I desire to say on 
my own behalf, although other hon. mem­
bers may take a different view-that during 
the Hon. Mr. Lonnon's occupancy of the 
chair I think he showei an inclination to be 
fair-minded, and during his short period of 
office I gained respect for the hou. p-entle· 
ntan in that position. I am exceedingly 
·sorry that I havo to stand hero to-day 
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to make any comment on the suLjcct that 
\ve arc no\v dealing with. 

The IiD:IIE SECREL\RY: You are abusing a 
jJrivilcge at thio stage. 

J\11·. MACAHT:'\EY : I um exercising u 
righr, and J would like to tell the hon. 
g<mtl<'HJan that he him.,elf is probably the 
canoe \.hi eh )ll'CVonted tho matter being dis­
cn::.~Pd on anotht"l' occasion. I think that 
tre uotui11atiun of the GoverllttH~Ht, \rhiC'h 1s 
JT ponsible for thc present position, ought 
not to bo adoptr'd by the House. The hon. 
gcnderuan '' ho has been appointed to the~ 
I r-it ion of Lic-uterHtnt-Governor was, as I 
L~, \ ,• ~:,aic1. a ttH m bel' cf tho -GaucHs at the 
ti:nf:' ot his l-Ie is pcr;:;o11all v 
plL·dgcd to thP prog>amme tlwt wC 

in pc1, on ally 
D.l'P 110\Y 

is ::onlplPtC'd, the hon'. 
g''lltlcman muy be c_dle<i upon for the judi­
cial considcrution which is tion1etirncs 
n''luirod bell. "''n tho hvo Houses that con­
c-titute Parliament. Is the hou. g·cntlem.an in 
a fai1· pJ:-:ition to do justice b: sach qucstionR 
\Yheu th('y cmne under his notice? 

Hon. J. l\lcLTAX: ,Just as much as any 
other Licutcnant-GoYC'rnor. 

The PmntiEH: The po,ition is just the sam" 
as it is in connection ·,:,ith Sir VVilliarn Irv:ine 
in the State of Victoria and Sir Adrian 
Knox in the High Court. 

Mr. lVIAC~\RT:'\EY: The hon. gentleman 
rnust know th<tt Sir \Yilliam Irvinc's case i-s 
not parallel. 

Ylr. KIRWAX: He was a bitter partisan. 
Mr. MACARTNEY: He was not a bitter 

pai~tisan: and, in an.Y case, ho \vas a member 
of the Fe>dcral Padiament. not tho State 
Parliumeni, before he became Chid Juetiec 
of Victoria. 

'l'he Hmm SECRETAHY: He was a bitter 
partisan . 

:'vf\·. MACAHT:'-iEY: He mav have been 
a parHsan in the senso that he wvas a n1mnber 
of the :\'atimml Government or of tho 
"'atiunal partc- in the Federal I:'arliament .. 
but the parallel is not there. The hon. 
gcnth:on1an who ha:i been appointed Lieu-
1 ·nant-GoYcmor of Queeensland represents a 
Cancus party which represents organisations 
that prc.1ch class-conscwusness, which repre· 
scnts organisations that victin1ise men \vho 
do not agree with their views. The position 
i11 which the Lieutenant-Governor finds him­
self is entirely different to that of Sir 
\Yilliam Irvinc. 

The HmJE SECHETARY: 'What did Sir 
\Vil!iam Irvine do in the Victorian railway 
strikc1 

Mr. MACAR'l'NEY: That was many years 
ago, and it has no rcloYance to the present. 
He left the Federal PHrliarrwnt to take 
up the position of Chief Justice of Victoria. 
and he had been acting as Chief Justice of 
, .. ictoria for some considerable time before 
lw was called upon to act as Lieutenant· 
Governor of Victoria-not of the Common· 
wc~lth-so that there is no parallel. I do not 
desire to be in any way offensive to the hon. 
gentleman who is now occupying the posi­
tion of Lieutenant-Governor, or to be unduly 
offensiYc to anyone. I ha.ve endeavoured to 
btate the ground on which there is an objec-­
tion to the appointment-that is the extreme 
partisan nature of the appointment. In 
making that appointment we are endanger­
illg our Queensland Constitution. It is a 
n1atter of cotnrrwn kno,vlodgo 1h hat the 
attitude of hon. members on the other side 

Mr. Macartne;v.] 



2114 Election of Spea.'cer. [ASSEMBLY.] Election of Speaker, 

has been towa.rds the Upper Chamber. It 
is a matter of common knowledge that during 
the present session this Chamber has passed 
a Bill dealing with the abolition of the 
Upper House. I ask what is the position of 
the _LiC>utenant~Governor \vho has been 
appointed if he is requested by hon. gentle­
mf'n on the other side of the House to stuff 
the U ppcr House, or to assist in its abolition 
by overcrowding· it and depriving it of its 
ind0pendcncc? That is another objection to 
his appointment, and there is another equally 
objectionable feature. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is 
awful piffle. 

Mr. ::\1ACAR'fNEY: The hon. gentleman 
is a perfect judge of that kind of thing; 
he was guilty of it during the late elections, 
a" I have no doubt his colleagues have told 
him. There is another objection to the 
appointment. There is a discussion going on 
at the present time in regard to the appoint­
ment of citizens of tho various States as 
State Governors. It may very well bo that 
such may bo decided npon. If it is, it is 
quite on the cards that our friend the late 
Speaker may be a candidate for tho offiml 
of State Governor in Queensland. 

I say that in that lies an excee·dingly gra vo 
objectiOn to his a.pl1:._•Intmcnt as LiPutenant­
Go\-t'rnor 111 the n1eantirno, because if he 
fail•, to _g·ive plE'asure Le l1'terr:obers of the 
Caucus party, or to n1l-~rnbQrs of the present 
Adrninistration, vvo C<Jn easil.v corne to the 
conclusion as to what his chance will be for 
tho perrnane>nt position. I-Iis chance \Vould 
he "Buckce:v's." No doubt, the Minister for 
Railwavs would n'aliso that. 
· The Srx:t.ETAlW FOR PrnLJC 'WoRKS: \Yho 
appointed hiu1, anyway·? l-Ie is the King's 
1'0[H'('Smltative, is ho not? 

;\Ir. MACART~EY: I understand that he 
i~; appointc:l cou~t]tutiorwJl:v. uo doubt, on 
t ho rccontnH'lldation of the GDvcrnol'. fol1ow­
ing on the rec:ornmendation of the GoYernor's 
n l"ponsi hlo advisers. I am_ perfectly ju~tificll 
in atta{'king I-Iis J\lajesty's a·ch-lscr:-3 on the 
appoinbnent. I a1n not going :tny hutbt l'. 
I 1nay say th'lt I have a deep personal regret 
that almmt the last act of our rcsp(;ctcd 
Governor has been the recommendation of 
sneh an t_~xtreme 11artisan appolnLncnt. 

Th(; SECllET.\RY FOR Fc;BLIC 'WoRKS: You 
have shifted )·our f'l'Ound of attack. You 
ttl'O attacking the Gov.~rnor now, a11J not· 
11is :respon8ible advisers. 

1h. MACART;\i'EY: The Tesponsibility 
re b with hl.3 respcnsible advisPrs on the 
front bench. I have sai-d that I think the 
appointrnPnt is an insult to the comn1on sense 
of the lo:val pcopl<' of QLloonsland-peoplo 
who have stood behind the Constitution and 
behind th' Empire in connpction with tho 
<'uuduct o£ tlw \Yar. I a1n not going to Pnter 
l nto the details of a controvC'rsial subject, 
but I sav that the action which the Hml. 
\Yilliam ·LPnnon was compelled to take as 
a member of the Administration which cxietcd 
th,·oug·hout the war, and the action which he 
took at difft'i'ent tirncs, thoroughly unfit him 
for the position in the e~Tes of a large 
majority of the people of this State. 

}fr. KIRWAN : He noYer lunched with the 
Kaiser, like Carwn did. (Laughter.) 

}fr. MAC.\RTXEY: It has been tho habit 
to refer to the ea c of Sir Hcmv Blake. Sir 
Hcnrv Blakc was a Governor appointed by 
the Imperial Government, I understand, 

[Mr. Macartne::;. 

"ithout con,ultatiou with the local Govern· 
1nent, and objection was taken hv the local 
Govt'rnnlrnt on t.lKJ representation of a 
eection of the I" oplc of the Sta to to 
thn aplJOintnwnt of Sir l:I0nry Bluke. on 
the grotwd that hn h,\d held ·,ome official 
appointment in Ireland, and \Yas, conse­
quently, objectionable to the Irish S€ction 
of the people. In that case, Sir Henry 
Blake's resignation was obtainDd, an-d another 
appointilJUIJt V\Tas Inade. So fDr as it is 
possible to haYG a parallel that applies. 

The PnE1liER: The objection was trans­
Jnittcd from the Government here to the 
I-Iou1P 1GoYernrncnt. 

:v!r. :YIACARTNKV: I have mid so. The 
Govemment here. acting as they ought to act 
in view of the objections of an incon,;idora hle 
~ertlon of the eommunit'7 at that tilnc-­
when I say " inconside,:ahle" I do not 
I!H'nn u Hll'rt' nolll1;-a\ :-:ection, but a section 
which did not represent, at any rate, the 
n1ajority-~ 

Tlw PRE~IlER: You mean that the 
Nationalists w1ll always oppos(;~ eYcry nomin­
ation \Ye·make. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: That does not get 
away with the extreme partisan nature of it. 
I sa v that thoro is a paraclcl in the case of 
Sir ·Henry Blake to that extent. Unfortu­
natolv tiu late Speaker has b:v his own 
vv·or.dS,' which arc recorrled in the official 
publication of "Hansard," expressed hi>, 
opinions Yery freely on the office of the 
GoYernm· itself, and he has expressed h1s 
opinion ver:v freely on the snbjoct of tbA 
l:Tpper Chamber: and I venture to sugge::-t 
that the opinions so expressed rPnder ltim 
an unlit appointee for the offic<' to which 
he has been appointed. It is quite clear 
that thPn~ rna v con1e before tho Govcn1o1· 
nwnv calls in 'cotn·ccrlon ·with thP adminis.­
frnti·;Jll of n1attcrs arisiDg und0r the .Audit 
\d. and otherwise under 1he lq;i,;lation of 

Quccnslnnd. bavP had insta'Jees of 
Dctions taken Min'stcr- un the othe:r side 
\\hi eh wP rPg-ard as being· out~i.de the Con­
stitution---action taken to enforce th0ir policy 
npon the ccmn~ry ,,·ithout grtting th -" ~tr·tual 
'wthorii.y of Parliament. I "·ould liko to 
n'-k anv · nFn--T do IH t care on what sidP of 
thr IJ~-msf' he sit.s--·\\ h<Jt. nositiou th0 Licu­
t0nant-Goven1or wou~d br in when usked to 
~lgn 1ninnte·" or to giYf' his cow:'ir'nt to such 
tran~actions. I StlV that it is not a fair 
position to put him in. 

Th c 8ECHETAHY FOR PuBLIC T NSTRuCTJOX : 
\Yould he not take the oath of office to do 
the right thing- to all parties L~)DCl~rned '! 
(Oppo.ition ]aUQ:htor.) 

M,· MACAR'I'J\"EY: It is llot a fair 
position to placo him in, or to place the 
pr.'oy1Je or Parliamt~nt in. 

Tlw Pru"JTER: If von want to the 
Li~~ut('llant-Cnvf~nHH', \\"h"'- fl('t by 
;periflc resolutioll before t,hc House? 

:Y!r. }lAC \TITNEY: I am act;ng now 
uncle!' tho nrivilegos which an; niaced in the 
\VU\' of hon. rnemht~J'S 011 this c·ide of 
cx])rcssing thrir YiE'\YS on the subject of rho 
anpointrn~nt of the LiPutcnnnt-Governor. 
Then' i.:; al~o another nn~rrgntivo ,, •. hi eh ~hP 
Cifn-ernor act..:; n~-l')H·--that i" the nrcrog(lbV8 
of mercy. Lately we have had a return 
placed upon the table showing the number 
of persons discharged frorp prison. 

The Ho1m SECHETAUY: Ye,, and your 
Go,·ernment l0t rnore ntcn out than our 
GoYernincnt. 
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Mr. MACAHTNEY: Th-: hm1. gcnth•nHm 
n1al\" ~av so. 

The fiOolE SECRETARY: I will prove it. 
Mr. :MACARTNEY: I venture to suggest 

that if that r0turn w0n-~ PX<llnired cloRcly 
and' the proct'dnre adopt.p.d_ in the various 
casr' compared with the procedure followc-cl 
in the casf'"i of the pr.•ccding- GO\·ernment. 
t.hcrc •vould be a considerable difference. 
(Government dissent.) \Vhen that return was 
talJled, the hon. gentleman who tabled it 
curiously avoided having it printed: that is 
to sa•7.· a ~1rnccdurc \'\ras ndopt.cd which 
prevented its closer examination. 

The HO}IE SECHETARY: No ono insults you 
with lack of industry. 

Mr. :MACARTNEY: I want to tell the 
hen. gentleman we han• to-day a Court of 
Appeal. In the old days, offences were 
brought before the Governor on the ground 
of a suspected injustice, and the preroga­
tive of mercy was used for the purpose of 
releasing· men in cases of doubt. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There has 
alwavs been a higher Court of Appeal, 
namely. the Executive Council. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I am sorry to say 
that the same judicial attitude was not 
adopted bv hon. iientlr·men on the other side. 
Wo have got a Court of Appeal which can 
deal with cases of injustice', but other cases 
really ar.f-~ cases of pure prerogative n1ercy, 
which rests in tho hands of the Governor. 
I say that a late member of the Adminis­
tration, just coming from the Caucus roon1, 
is llot a 111an who can be expected to deliver 
justicP with f'VCn hnnds vvhrm dcrnands arc 
made by members of the Caucus. 

Thr_, UO).U: S£cpr.~TA~n_y: On(' of the ... ~ .. 
vi··a · let out at thu -instance of your finn. 
(Government laughter.) 

J\1,·. MACA RTNEY : I do not want to be 
personal to the hon. gentleman. It was no 
doubt a proper oase. 

Tlw l { O~IE SECRETARY : I ha vc got records 
of it. 

Mr. MACARTKEY: I am not going to be 
drawn into saying anything about the hon. 
p-entloman or any other member on the other 
side of the House. I will only say this: that 
I believe the Hon. William Lennon has it 
in him to rise above the position. in which 
he is plac<>d, whatever the people of the State 
may think. But that is not the question 
to-day, ftnd I hope that, if his appointment 
is continued, he will do so, ftnd render all 
I have said to-day mcaninglc·?". Then no 
on<' will be more ready to withdntw any­
thing that has boon said than mvself. 

The HOME SECHETARY: Why r;ot wait and 
:"Cl:' how he gets on. 

Mr. l\IACAR.TNEY: At t 11o mme time, it 
is not an appointment which will give 
confidence to the people of Queensland, and 
that is the point. 

:VIr. VOWLES (Dalby) : I dcc,ire to support 
the nomination of Mr. Andrew Lang Petrie. 
That g·entleman has the proud distinction of 
being the father of this House. He has been 
for some twenty-six yc;;_r.:; centinuously repre­
:;;cnting one of the most in1portant constitu­
encio.'< round and about Brisbane. He is a 
gentleman, I think, who has the confidence 

of every member of this House. 
[4 p.m.] Ilc is one who has the capa-

bility to fill the position. As 
far as the Government nominee for the 
nHice of Speaker is concern0d, I have every 
confidence in him, and I feel sure that if 

he rece·i ';cs the approval of this House lw 
will carry out the functions of the office with 
dignity and credit. During the time ho was 
temporarily in the chair, and during the time 
he was in the position of Chairman of 
Committees, he certainly showed that he had 
an open mind, and he exercise-d that justice 
which is due to both sides of the House-a ' 
ju:;;tice which on some occasions we have 
reason to be-lieve we have be cm denied. If 
he is <llected as Speaker of the House, I will 
give him all the loyal support I can. It :is 
p-enerally understood that the position of 
Speaker of the House• is a non-party one, but 
we all know that that is not so at the present 
time. T'he Caucus have had their delibera­
tions and have taken a vote, and no doubt 
the member who is now nominated for the 
position of Speaker succeeded in obtaining­
the largo·r number of votes. But the position 
now arises : will he if he is a ppointcd to the 
chair reprcs£>nt a majority of the people in 
this Assembly, because whoever the other 
nominee in the Caucus was he had a follow­
ing·, and if that nomination were put before 
this Chamber and members on this side- were 
given an opportunity to vote on it, though 
it is quite possible that everyone of us would 
vote for Mr. Bertram, we would have the 
privilege of exercising a vote in the matter, 
and the result might be different. So much 
for the nomination of the Speaker by the 
Caucus. Tho occasion which givps rise to a 
vote being taken on this question in the· 
Assembly is the retirement of a previous 
member of the Ministry to occupy the position 
of LICutcnant-Governor of Quee·nsland. Any­
body who reads the newspapf'rs must comc; 
to the conclusion that the public of Queens­
land are not satisfied with the appointment 
that is being made. There· are various sec­
tions of the communitv who are offended with 
this nomination. vVh.ether they are right or 
otherwise in their views is a matter for them, 
but certain circutnstances have arise-n in the 
past w:1ich give a good deal of reason for 
ohjf:'cting- to lVIr. Lonnon's fi1lin_:{ tb·~ :)ositiou 
of Lieutenant-Governor of Queensland. vVe 
had on a previous occasion to reYiew certain 
l'{~marl~s T>, hich that ge·nt1cman made in 
public, and membNs on that occasion 
expros ed in no unccrt:tin words their feeling,; 
towards him. and those feelings still exist. 
But the great objection I take to the appoint­
ment is that it is oppose-d to the usages of 
constitutional government. It is thoroughly 
understood, and the advice has been given 
to Governors in Queensland right back to thP 
time of Governor Bowen, that-

" T~~e first care of a Governor in a 
free• colony is to shun the reproach of 
being a. party man." 

That \Yas tlw advice given by Lord Lyttou 
to Governor Bow.·n, and that aclvice is bornA 
out by Tod in his "Parliamentary Govern­
nwnt of the British Colonies." 

The Hmm SECRETARY: How does th& 
Governor appoint men to the Uppe·r House in 
Now South \Vales, unless he makes party 
appointments? 

Mr. VOWLES: It is all vorv well for the 
hon. gentleman to make that statement: but 
it appra~rs to me that th;s appointment is 
part of a sche-me in connection wib the 
passr°C of the taxation propos~ls now before 
the House. Thos8 nroposals contain a measure 
which was refused by another place. and it 
is to be broug-ht in in this particular form 
as a taxation proposal. so that when it gore 
through this House objection may be ta.ken 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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·to the other House dealing with it b~cause 
it is part of ~ Utxation Bill. vVe know that 
d t.1at repudwtton measure wh1ch rs asked 
Jor is wbmitted, and an attempt is ma·de to 
pa;;s it i11to la.1,v by trickery, ono of hvo 
positions rnay arise. Eithe-r the Governor 
can force on the people something which the 
people's r·epresentativos in another place 
decline to accept, or they may ob] lOct to the· 
whole of the fmancial propo.:als of the 
Con_)rnmcnt and bring about a financial 
crisis. I£ that crisi-' comes about the 
Lieutenant-Governor \Yho he·· been appointed 
wi11 be in a position to pas~ that legi::;lation. 
l_n tlH_~· p~bt our Licutc11ant-Governors have 
been dra1vu fro:11 t.-e ranks of the Pr{)"'iidents 
of the Lcgiclative Council. I should like to 
know if tlil' gentlcrnan \Yho now occupies that 
·nfiicP has been offcn•d the position of 
LiP·utt•Jw.nl-Governor. llas the llon. \Y. 

who is a member of the Labour 
askcJ to accept the position? 

:\'lr. T. FoLEY: Ho would not accept it. 

::-Ir. VOWLES: His appointment would 
be rno1·e ac,;eptnblr- than the appo1ntrne:nt of 
a rnan \Yho has been a party to carrying 
through this lcg"islation and of pa"Jsing 
certain ph:nkc in tho platform of the Labour 
party w ·ich are not acceptable to the 
m~tjority of the peoplP of Queensland-a man 
who is sarrounded with socialjstic :ideas which 
man:v leading tnembors of the Labour moYe­
ment find c<Lnnot be put into practice. \Vhy 
Ghould such a man be placed in tho position 
of Lieutenant-Governor, and given an oppor­
tunity to cal'l'y legislation which the other 
House is not agreea blo to accept. Mr. 
Lennon, speaking in this Home in 1910 on 
the quc"~Liun of retaining the ofrlce of 
Governor in Qu(~ensland, said~ 

" \V as the Governor of anv use? He 
considered it was an effete' office that 
might wp!] be demo away wit:,, He was 
not speaking of the present occupant of 
that position, because they all had the 
,·ery greatest respect for Sir William 
}facGregor." 

That quotation is found in page 1012 of 
" Hansard" for 1910. Further on I find 
that Mr. Lennon also made the following 
fOn1arks :-

" \Ve arc not saying anything against 
the man. It is the office that we object 
to. 

"Hon. R. PHILP: 'What was wrong 
\Yith the office? 

"11r. Lennon: It is not necessary. 
" Hon. R. PnrLP: Do we want a 

politician to be Lieutenant-Governor? 
"Mr. Lcnnon: \Ve don't want a 

Governor at alL" 
Then he says-

" Not one member had said a word 
against that gentleman, but, on the con­
trary, they had all extolle.d him on 
account of his great ability, his dis­
tinguished C'arecr, an0- particularly on 
:wcount of the faet that he had sprung 
from the people. Nor had they advo­
::nted elective Governors. 'I'hev did not 
\vant an c1ectiYo Governor. noru a Gover­
nor of any brand of politics." 

That \\as in l 910. and hero you have a 
gentleman walking straight off ·n. · political 
L"'nch. or walking straight out of the Hous·e, 
and taking on tlw Govenonhip of one brand 
of 1)olitic:-s. \Vhy cannot he be consistent'( 
Then, again. Mr. J. M. Hunter, formerly .a 
·~Iini~tcr of tl1o Crowr., and no\v a gcntlen1an 

[Mr. Vowles. 

tlw surnc 1natter on 
l'C'~WJ'tl'd_ Oil pag·t· 

•· Pcrso11all~·, ho \Vas utterly opposed to 
the \Vholp principle of State G-orcrnors. 
(1l0ar, hear!) lle did regard State 
Goycr11ors as actual w.Jl'k 
of the Go\ ern or bo Yery woll do no 
Ly the Pnesicleut of the, ·Legislative 
Council, if that ol-flcur also vvas lll'CC':·Sary, 

and f.a.iling hirn tho Chief Justic8." 
\\'hy had> they not carried out the practice 
that \\as ndrocatc.d b,y thjs gcutlenutu ': \Vhy 

~lr. llcnnilton appointed to the 
<:lhd '' couJd not Sir Pope: 

Eke other Chief J usticcs 
pa~t '! 

The PLE~llER: ~r ou ·would ha....-c objected 
in thl'· ',aJllC way io .l\h·. lLunjliou. 

IIIr. VO'SLES: The Chic£ J usticc could 
du all that i under what kuown 
ns his dormant rrrw are 
oppu;:;cd to tlE} vrescnt appointtncnt. 

11on. J. :\IL.LLA~: )( ou do not represent 
the public. 

}lr. l{IU\\' .\K: ~~ ou woul·d not have been in 
the cold -hadc,, of oppo6Itio~l if you did. 

ilh. VOWLES: Then, as to whether Mr. 
Lennon i.3 a partisan or not: \Ve know that 
ouc of tl1• pw uk5 of the Labour platfonn 
is tlw abolition of tho C pper llouf!e, and 
110\V I wiJl giv'' you i\lr. LeiJnon's Yie'.~·s on 
that subjrct, as expressed in 1914. On page 
854 of "'lla11sard" he said-

,, The hon. member who proposed this 
motion hails from Victoria, and naturally 
\Yauts tu ha Ye here an U ppor 1-louse 
si1nilar to th .t 'Yhich obtains in that 
State. I liYcd in V10toria for a quarter 
of a century, I have lived in Queensland 
foe a lo11g{_·r period, I have abo hved 1n 
New South YValr's. and I have been 
watchin£r the bcha~·iour of these Upper 
llol!ses a of Australia. And, upon my 
\Vurd I cannot choose between them! 
I ca~not say that l would prefer an 
elcctiYe LTppcr }louse; I aru certainly In 
fa.\rour of abolishing the whoL:_• 'ball:y' 
lot of then1." 

"The whole 'ballv' lot of thmn." That is 
the languago of th'e ne Governor. (Opp'?si­
tioll laughter.) He goes on to take exception 
to the form of nomination to the Upper 
Hom·c. and, speaking about the fi ,.e gentle­
men ha,·ing been nominated by Mr. Denham, 
he said-

" In nominating five gentlemen to that 
dif3tingui~,h ·,d as~emblago he 1111ght have 
taken care in selecting a gontlen1an w~o 
was regarde-d as thoroughly domoeratrc. 
not a pretended democrat, but a real 
democrat, such n1c~n, for instanc-e, .as _we 
fi11d occupying the positions on. th1s s1de 
of the House at the present tnne. But 
he did not do that ; he did not grac•p the 
oppor·tunity. He nominated five men to 
that Upper Chamber o£ the same chara;­
tor a, those who \H•re aJr·ead I' there. v\ 0 
know that ono of the greatest C\ ils of a 
nominee L~pper Chamber-as has boen 
practised by every GoYcrnment, pas~ and 
present alike, \',·ithout exc·cptJon-Is to 
put into that House men who ha Ye been 
rejected at the polls by the people.. I 
thiuk that is a strong indictrn·~·nt aga1nst 
a nominee Upper House in itself. No 
fewer than two of the five gentlemen 
nominated to the Upper Housu on the 
last occasion wore men who had been 
refused at the polls by the electors." 
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Thor., wo have his opinion on the quc·,tion 
of the l'pper House. That g<mtloman may 
be plac~d in the position oue of these days. 
·if the Government does not haYB its appeal 
to the people which they threaten to have on 
the abolition of the Upper Hous<e, and tries 
to fowe its legislation through the other 
Chamber, and tries to got the Governor's 
consent to s\Vamp th<e Upper House, of being 
able to c:arrv out his ideas. \Ve know what 
his opinion~· arc, and is he likely to alter 
them Y We aro told that in the ethics of 
government that an appointment should be 
made of men right a way from public life; 
that they should be remove·d as far as 
possible from politics; men who have no 
interests politically or otherwise which might 
unconsciously han1pcr thcn1 in the exercise 
of their functions, yet \Ve havo a man who 
is pledged to a platform and a man who has 
stood then· and helped the pledge, through 
this J-Iouse. \Ve vvcre told bv an hon. nwm­
her a few moments ago th~t he will take 
tho oath of office. Did he not take an oath 
of office to the Crown? Did he not take 
an oath of allegiance to the King? and did 
lw not support the re1narks of a certain 
Yiinistcr on a, C\l'ta,in occasion? 

}fr. COLLIXS: Anrl he sent three of his 
suus to fi:;ht for the Empire. 

Mr. VOWLES: I am not talking about his 
sons; I am talking about him. (Interrup· 
tion.) \Yhcn he was sitting as a Cabinet 
~linister, haYing taken that oath of 
nllegiall<'C, that is thB way he .acted, and we 
can on]y assurnc vrhcn he did that under 
the dictation of somB out~idc influence-and 
that force ",\·ill he thoro when he is Governor 
to tell him what to do-that ho will not 
hesitate to do it again. 

:\Ir. CoLLili"S: Sham loyalty. 

:\Ir. VO\VLES: Just let me give an 
instanc~· of hcnv the nornination is received 
by "·hat is kno", n as the omcial Labour paper 
in QuoPusland, the "Duily Standard." Hero 
i.- vdwt appears in th0 "Standard"-

·'' His Excellency Bill Lennon. Gee, 
we arc getting on'-we are assured that, 
perhaps, the quickest and "'.ost effective 
way of spcuring the abolition of State 
Uo\-crnor~hip and the Legislative Council 
would bo ' to appoint to the various 
jobs individuals whose very presence 
would turn cverv hid''·bonnd Torv intD a 
bomb-carrying anurehist..'" " 

The SECRETARY FOR PeBLIC IKSTR1:CTION : 
You ought to behead the writer of that 
article. 

Mr. VOWLES: That is the recognised 
organ of Labour in Queensland, and that is 
their criticism on the appointment of the 
Lif'utC'nant-GovPrnor jn Qut~cnsland. Further, 
\VO ha\"'C tho resolution) which have some 

birg('st 
;,-hich 
the 

The 
1hat'! 

Rockhampton from the railway 
l':hich wo kiiOIV is ono of the 

organis.1bons in Qucen'3lrrnd, and one 
listened to more particularly by 

for RaihYays. 
S!·~CRET:\HY FOH H.UL\V.\lS: \Vhnt IS 

a;Hl a 
popular YOh' of 

Tht> St:C'REl'\HY ~·'OH R.\IL\V.\YS: 

:vir. \"0\YLES: I think the hon. gcntlemnn 
o11 one occasion suggested cutting the 
painter. 

:\Ir. C'RTER: Sir Joseph Cook did. (Inter· 
1 uption.) 

Mr. VO\VLES: At any rate, that is what 
is in the n ir; tho_,- \V ant to establish a· 
republic in Queensland. They want to havv 
a President. 

The SECRETARY FOR HAlLWAYS: You say wo· 
havf1 a Soviet at the Trades HalL 

Mr. VOWLES: And you know it. Hefer· 
enco was made to the appointment of Sir 
\Yilliam Irvine, but the case is not parallel 
at a]l. Sir \"\;:'illla1n IrYlno I"H~nt iron1 tho 
Federal House into thG Chief Justiccchip of 
Victorin; aud I "·ould like to remind hon. 
n1Prnbers that there 1vas no 111an 1-rho .,.vas 
n~ore independent in his nttit.ude towards 
\\'illiam :VIorris Hughes than Sir 'vVillia.m 
.TrYine \YaR. rrhcre \VaS an open bl'oach 
between them. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR HAIL WAYS: Quite differ­
rnt to --;;-our leader, vvho said I-Iughes ·wab 
the greatest 'hypocrite in the world. 

:\Ir. VO'vVLES : TherA was an open brc.',ch 
between them to such an extent that it was 
thoug-ht the Government \\ ould be dissoh·cd. 
On this C]lH"·',tion of the prcrogat1vo of tlw 
Cl'Own. it scmns to n1e that that 1s being 
nscd ·rather freely. The re1nis.sion of 
~~cntenu.'s i:s a vc-r~' serious mattc·r. 

The SECUE'fARY FOil RAILWAYS: The hand· 
jng out of sentences is a very serious matter, 
too. 

Mr. VO\VLES: This remission of sentences 
has been objcckd to by the judges. _They 
want to k11o,,r what i :-; the good of comlnithng 
nwn to prison and_ irnpos~n.g s~ntcnces on 
them if they can bnng po!Jbcal mflucmce to 
lH'a l" and !m vc those sentenrcc removed. 
\Ve had a list of innumcrab'e cases tabled 
hero last ;-ear ,-rhPrO the prerogative 1vas 
excre1 sed. · 'rhc judges have not, jn h?nJ.e 
cases, been COll'·ultcd. I, say that that Js a 
1vrong way of dcahng w1th the prerogat1-:re 
of mm·cv. The judges should be consu!ted m 
pverv c;1sc. Tlic ji.tdg-cs have the pnvrlcge 
of ~·cf'ing the w{tncsscs and hearing the 
eYidence. 

The St•:CRET-\HY FOR RAILWAY.3: The Exccu· 
tivc has full discretionary prnrer. 

1\Ir. VOWLES: Wo know all about that. 
ThclV have the power of releasing pohttcal 
prisoner,; if they want to, and they do It. 

The PRE:liTEH : \Y c have no such thing as 
"poJ1tical vrisoncrs.'' 

Mr. VO\YLF.S: Organi-atwns briug 
pressnre to boar to haxe cc1t <tn persons of 
their political persuasion releapnd. If v c 
could onlY Q'Pt ihc rfl-=e"' and iud~re then1 on 
their merits' it would be found that in the 

of' ,,.h(~l'C the pn~rog,,tive 
rnercv has Pxr•rcisr·d huYe been cnses. 

i)Q]itician;;; or political organisations 
lu:tvt~ b,_•fl som{~ hand in t1J~) 1110tt 1 r. 

~,lr. PoLLOCK intcrjcctrd. 

~fr. \TO\\TLES I am dealing with the 
IYho haYC' corn·icted 

rncn are put in 
1 H'l'Jl con\. !ctl d. for 1 hu 

ofl'l'ndi11g. 
di~po . ..;1t·l un 

frirnrb to rc1ca::-c 
~ay ju·,licc is not 

The SECREL\RY 

Do vcu :t 
£:~ . 
who stole £1,500 
sentence? 

1"fr. Vowles.] 
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YOWLF:S: \Ve Lave heard that 
l-low manv other convietious were 

pruvious to tLat one'! The hon. gen­
tlPman \Vill givu the case o£ a rnan \Yho has 
ln•pu CUllYid(_lJ. of stPtdlng £5 in valucJ but 
lw will not ,c,av that tlwt man has fiftv other 
<:Oll\"i{'tions-aild that is a thing that Counts. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC IXSTRUCI'IOK : 
That vvas expiated. 

Mr. YO'vVLF:S: :\To, it was not expiated, 
"\Yh~n a mau bcconws an habitual crlrninal 
there is uo other \Yay of dealing \Yith hin1. 
\Ye will have the opportuuit:v on tlw K,ti­
wab_>s. going further i11to thi':''. an.d l 

hon. gentleman will be arme-d with 
inforn:ahon~ so thaG he can g1vc us 

we ask for. I desire to :,upport 
:\h. Pctrio f0l' the position of 
Spc~tkel' of this Ilou ·C. I go furthcrJ and 
hop" there_ vvill be a bal~ot taken. \Ve should 
!JOt f.!.'O thruu!l:h th(~ farce vf uon1inating u 
HlHtl ih('n withdra·wing that HominatiorL 
If then' Hll:V rJjy i,,ion amongct the nwmlJero 

ritc otltCJ' ,i-Jr, of the Cham!Jr,. ihev \v-ill 
t!H~ opportunit~.T of Pxprc·--sing "th0lr 

In· a Yntt'. so that it \Vill be a vote 
tlw whole House, and not a vote of a 

IIJajoi·lr.\ ou une ;:,tdc of the }]ou~c. 

Tire PHEMIER: The opportunity hus lwen 
<l\'ailP-d of this nfrernnon h. leading rnemhen, 
of tht• 0J,.Jpu.sition to lodge a l>itter personal 

th~: ge11tlernan \Yho has buPn 
the high position of LiPutcnant­

I think it is u 1nost mea u -..vav 
the question and a n1ean takin~ 
of the privileges of the StaudiJJg­

members on tht> other side-~~ 
tho."T dcsirrd to have a public: di~('us:-,ion oH 

thi.' matter in tliP (JharnbPt'-oould havP done 
it Lv ·eeing th-at a re.~olutiou y;,--as tuove{L or 
that a speeial niljournHlcnt. of the 1-Iouse 
\\~a~ lllOYc,d_ for the purpose~ of discus-sing 
the ouestion. But. imtead of that tlwv ha\,, 
t<lkPJ~1 ti(lvantage, of t}Jc present. sit{u:tticn, 

one i" actually jn churg-t' of th(• 
in order to \-(~tH tht•·ir rniscrah~r· 

splePn :Qgo.in ,t .:\Ir. Lennon. who 
to have ]won the d'g-nity of 

on 
repre-sented at 
1\ent ~-illing·l~­

their dutv­
thc•In 13:V. ciaLI 

llnXOGIL\BLE ~l£:'.[llERS: I-IC''-tr, hear! 

[iJh. Vowles. 

At least one of 
was si11gled out 

the honourable distinction of having the 
rnilitary cross awarded to hint and after­
wards haying a bar added to that. A man 
IYho has in his farnilv n1en wbo have earned 
this distinction, vv-hci have fOLlght valiantly 
fo1· the conntrv. 6Urely ls not ono ag·aiYJst 
whom should be lev-elled this horrible· charge 
or ono -desening of the innuendoes which 
haye been iHduJg-od in by 1nemburs on the 
other side of the House, or by some of tht' 
political parti-: a us arnong tlw JHl~Jlic outside. 
Son10 of thr> t.hi11g·s \Vhich have been said 
a!:rainst Nir. Lrnnor~~ are ab..:;o1utoJy ~enrrilouR, 
a~Jd cannot be defended by anv, fair-minded 
1na n. Look at the lr af.let vdiich has boou 
circulah'd to-dav. I acck hon, membero do 
thev en-dorse 'this thing" It reads a~ 
follows : ~--

of Queensland ! 
arc in dang(•r! Tbc Con~ 

!" 
Mr. TliACI,llTXEY: It is not far wrong. 

The PREMIER : I am sony to hear the 
hon, gentleman endorse the scrnrrilous 
innuendo that is contained in this. It says 
further-

" Dc-rna.nd at once public meetings to 
denounce this infnn1ous appointrncnt of 
a bitter partisan and a suspected 
disloyalist as Lieutenant-Governor." 

That is authorised by K N. MacCulloch. 
It would not bo vYorth takiug notice of except 
that it is encouraged by members opposite. 
I ask hon. m cm bcrs whether thee· think 
it is a. fair tl1ing to launch against l\1r. 
Lf'nnon. or vv-hethr'r they approve of the 
bittN attack which lws been indulged in 
latelv and the innuendoes sorne hon. members 
have' been making in conner:tion with this 
matter'? If there is anyone blame.,·orthy in 
connt·Ltion \Vith the mattE~r it is the Govern­
ment, I say there is "o blame attachable 
to the Govcrmncnt. The ]Padcr of the 
Opposition sCf'ms to have a grievance that 
~omPono ~-till associated vvith the Labour 
party has been singled out for the honour 
of appoinbnent as f.~icutcnant~Govcrnor. I-Ie 
\Youkl have no complaint if it \vere a. 
Nationalist who had hecn sin!{led out. Yet 
there' 'muld Le not the slir::htPst difference, 
accordiiJg to his argun1cut. bccausc both 
·wotdd Lo as!"oriatr>d 1vith nctlYc po 1 itics~or 
would hcwc bct'll prior to their appointment 
h that position. I-Iis only cow.nlaint is based 
on the fact that the man selected is a Labour 
tnan, or is actiYolv conJwrtcd vi·lth Labour 
)JO!iti~... He rloes" not think :\IJ-. Lennon 
would not be a thoroug-hlv impartial. loyal. 
uprig-ht. and honourable LicuteiJant-Gov(~rnor. 
Evcr:vone v ho knows J\fr. Lcnnon expects 
that fH~ will be. 

Go,vF.R};}lEKT 3.TE}1BERS : Hear. hear ! 

The PRE:VliER: I want to sa,v, in connec­
tion '.Yith this choice of Lieutenant-Govc,rnoc, 
thn t, of course. everyone knew that a 
Lieuton"nt-Gov-0rnor would have to be 
appointed, It has bf~en known that a certain 
length of time wonld elap,,e before a pcrrnan­
Hlt snccc:-:s.or wns unnninh•d to the office of 
novcrnor in thi:;; Stntc·, and that a Lie:J~:cnanr­
Covernor would be appoiYJtcd. E\cryonP> 
~hould hrrve expected that. .l\_S a matter of 
£net. certain g-cntll'nlcn '" ho are prominent 

in- t-hL~ public e:ve in Quce~1; ;and 
[4.30 p.m.] -men who ha Ye had long· asso-

rintion with public affair~­
had bePn sounded for this position. 'To sho·w 
ho1v litt.lc hon. n1nrnlH'rs arc justified in 
n1aking an attnck upon cithc1 the Governor 
or the Government, let nw mention just ono 
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or two who 'vere approacht~d and ~\ ho, for 
some reason ur other, diu not accept the offer 
-which \Vas made. Tlwy did not signifv their 
intention to accept the oiicr. Sir l{obcrt 
Philp was one of the men who >~as 
approached. 

Mr. ~l.ACAilTNEY: \Vas it offered to him? 

The PRE;J,HER: I understand it was, and 
he declined to accept. 

Mr. S[zlin: Dy whom? 

Th•· PREMIER: It is all vcrv well for 
the hon. 1nen1ber to give this dis1Jlay of his 
ignorance, but I want to say that it is nut 
the GoYel·nment, nor the head of the Govern­
ment, who is entrusted with the duty of elicit­
ing whether this or that individual is willing 
to accept the office of Lieutenant-Governor. 
It i~ the· Governor who does that. 

:\lr. J\iACIH'DiEY: Ou the recommendation 
of tlw Governn1m1t. 

The PRE:\1IER : It is the Governor who 
.accepts that duty. Sir Robert Philp was 
asked, and he did not express hls int,.:?ntion 
to accept. Sir Samuel Griffith \Yas asked and 
ht' did not indicatu his acceptance. 

Mr. Swm : vYhen? 
M1·. CoHSER: Did Sir Samuel Griffith 

refuse? 

The Pl~EJ\UER: You may a'lk a persou 
whether he will accept an offer, and he may 
not giv·e you a reply within a. reasonable 
time. Ho may not rduse; but, if he does 
uot accept, what are you to do? He did 
not accqJt-that is what I havD stated. 
"'either of those gentl-emen accepted, and 
.ot.hers wore asked abo, Lut they have not 
accepted. :i\Ir. Lennon has been selected for 
tlw honour, and, because he happens to have 
been associated with the Labour party, he is 
to be condemned, rtnd t.he hon. member oppo­
>ite pretend> to spe .. k in the name of the 
people in condemning him. If there is anyone 
who ha·6 the right to speak in the namA of 
the people it is the Govunment or the Labour 
party in Quec,nsland. They represent the 
majority of the people in Qu.oenslaud to-day. 
(Hear, hear!) But the hon. m"mb·.r ,. ill not 
be satisfir-d unless it is laid <elown that the 

Lieutenant-Governors .shall be 
from the Cuns·crvut.ivo or 

Nationa]i,t party. 

.:\ih·. J'dACAHTXEY: You have no 
The President of the 

not been asked, according to your 
own statement. 

The PHEMIER: The hon. member cannot 
say that he has not been asked, according to 
1ny statc1nent. I-lo n1ight go through the 
•·lectond m!! of Queensland and eelect 379.000 
peroons· who also ha vo not been asked. 
That would prove nothing. Does he 
rnean to ~ 1y that anyone or everyone 
who has not been appointed should have 
been the person sPlocted? I suggcot -and I 
think I do it with a good deal of reason 
and ju~tiflrntion-thrrt hon. nwrnbors are only 
attacking the Governor, and the Govcrn­
!ncnt, bcca1~~c a m·rmber of the Labour party 
has boon cho,cn, because a .i.\' ationalist has 
not been apnointcd-becausc a Con~cr-vative, 
a 'I'or:', has not been <;lelcctGd. Hon. rnein­
bers have it so ingrained in their minds 
that thl- is a nosltion resnrYcd for Tories 
thar iht'Y a.rp h~rrifier1 at the ,ug~;.ostion of 

n1an occupying it, I -Ycntnre to 
:\lr. Lenuon will fill the' position 

with ability, with impartiality, 

and with strict loyalty to the Constitution 
and the Throne, and with every other quality 
that is ne('cssary, to such a degree as will 
ntisfy the most finicky members of the com­
munity, or the Opposition for that matter. 
(Hear, hear!) I am s11tis£icd that after Mr. 
I..cnnon has had a rea~;onable tenn o£ office, 
ho~<. ructnbors on that side will be as ready 
to congratu~atc him fer his impartiality and 
ability and fairnc•ss in his present olfico as 
they ·ha\'C lJcell ready to congratulate hirn 
for those qualities in the Speakership, an.d 
.l think thrs attempt t.o work up a publw 
feeling against .Mr. Lennon or the Govern­
ment for having clone something which mem­
bers oppo~ite consider outrageous-a charge 
which cannot be substantiated at all-is 
soJnPthing to be •d{~vlored. Hon. members 
can their opposition to JYlr. Lcnnon only 
on ground that he is associated \vith 
Labour in politics, with radicctl views-that 
is the only ground. What drd the argu­
ments of the leader of the Opposition amount 
io ·: Tlmt because he has been acti,·cly 
a <<·iatc,d with politic··, he should be con­
clcmnod for having been appointed to this 
position-he should not accept it, should not 
he selecte-d for it. \Vhat is the position in 
connection y,-ith cvcrv Governor t:5elected 
recently for Australia f They have all been 
taken fl·om among gentlemen who have 
definite views-definite and Conservative 
Yic-..vs, as a rule, upon politics. 

:VIr. S~IlTH: Sir Ronald ]\!Iunro Ji'erguson is 
one of the most conservative. 

The PREMIER: The most recent appoint­
ment was that of Sir Ji'raneis Newdigate­
Kewdigatc as Governor of Tasn1ania. He 
was a member of the House of Com­
mons for, I think, twenty years. and ~as 
considered an ultra-Conservative durmg 
the whole of that period. Ho came, too, 
fnnn a fa1nilv that was known to 
ha ye br·en uitrU-Conser\-ativc for genera­
tions. There has not bnen on the part of 
the Labour pt~oplo of Tasmania any attempt 
to besr11irch his character because be '\Vas 

rcconth· associated with politics. Sir Ronald 
~1unro. Ferguson, the present GoYernor-
Ge:Joral, selected from amongst the then 
~ittir .., in the Ilouso of Comrnon::;. 
TI1crl\ was no outrrv frorn thf3 Labour party 
in Australia lhat a politician had bN'll trans­
fc rn:-d frorn the 1-Iou~c of Con1n1ons itnulodl­
atc]y to the position of Governor-General. 

~ was 110 att<'l11]H to \Yrerk hi·, character 
or ~._-re'' or bcsJuirch his roput~ation upon 
t hus-e grounds. 'J~akc other posi_tions. f?ir 
\Yillinm Irvir:e was rcc'.ntly appomted Clnef 
~Ju~ticc of v~ictoria~takcn h·orn actiye and 
partislln politic", a man of ultra-Conservative 
YiP\1 s. He was rerogn1~t'd as the real rcpre-
5C'lltati\·e of the· ultra-Torv view ln Australia. 
And almost immc<iiatelv' after his appoint­
nwnt to that positwn he took up the duties 
of Lie utenant-Govornor. There ·was no out­
crv there no indiu-nation m-eetings, no a".3ail­
ing. of hi's pcrson;t'l rhararter, no attt~nlpt. to 
undermine his standing in the con1mui11ty 
af.l a loya.1 citizen or otherwise. Here in 
this State the Nationalists have distinguished 
themselves bv starting this rumpus ,and 
rnaking outr~'lg-eous chargr:s against the 
Governrnont and the person selected) for 110 

oth"r reason thn n that they allege he was 
rccentlv connected with Labour politic,. 
Carn "rho anaio!ly further. \Vhat happens 

(:o!Hif'Ction ,,.,:lth the appointn1C'nt of 
'I Th0 ofl1cc of a judg·c of thP 

Coul'i oF Queensland is supposed 
occupied by a 1nan \Vho can gn,.e a 

Hon. E. G. Theodurr.J 
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juclicial do~ision without being iufluoneccl by 
any political prejudices or prejudices of 
another nature. vVhat has happened Hl 

Qu-ecnslancl? ::'-Jearly every juclgo in Queons-
1and ha,-: bt'cu a politician, and nearly BYcry 
ono of them has bDen ar1pointcd to the bench 
ch·cctlv from this House. or from the 
Queensland Parliament. Yet there has been 
no outcry that the Constitution is in d,mge1· 
or that the foundation of our society will 
be wrecked or undermined. Take the High 
Court bench. Nearlv everv man on the High 
Court bench has boon activelY associate-d 
wit.h politics, and th0 g<:'ntlom'an who has 
recently been Le looted for the high honom· 
of the position of Chief J usticc of the High 
Court, Sir Adrian Knox, was a bitter 
political partisan-on<' . of the mainstays of 
the Conservatives in New South Wales. 

Mr. 1\fAC.\RTNEY: Arc yon sure of that? 

The PREiYIIER: I am absolutely sure 
of it. 

Mr. MAC.\RTNEY: There aro moro Knoxcs 
than one do,vn there, you knovr. 

Th0 PHEl\UER : A man who not onlv had 
de.Jlnite vie,vs, but who took no trouble to 
hide them. A man who took no care to hidB 
his views abont the Labour party was Sir 
Adrian l(n(J"X-a n1an '' ho \Ycnt to no pains 
to confn1e then1 \vi thin a narrow circle ; a 
man \vho allowed th<'m to be kno.m brorrd­
C<Jst: a n1an w'ho i<s n1arkcd out <lS ow~ of thn 

ul1Ta-<:onscrvati,-o lllPll iu Sydney. But 
does· not prove that he will not make u 

good High Coul't judp;c. I would be the 
last to sug-gest that. because he hacl views 
against tho Labour party, he. therefore, 
\HJuJd not gin_~ an in1partial judicial decision. 
I say that a man can divest himself of such 
views when he is called to a high office, 
and I <expect the same thing in tho case of 
Mr. Lc>nnon. (Hear, hear!) \Vhat I believe 
of hon. members opposite is tlutt they think 
that the Nationalists-Tory po!iticians-arB 
the only persons who can divest themselves 
of these opinions and art fairly ancl squarely. 
They think that everyone of them can carry 
out his duti,,s impartially, but they refuse 
to allow the same attribute in a Labour man. 
I think that the present appointment will 
entirely belie that feeling on the part of 
the Nationalists. I think that Mr. Lennon 
will justify his appointment. and I believe 
thn t the )J ationalists will be the first to 
admit that ho has disappointed their a11tici­
pations, and that \Villian1 Lcnnnn is as good 
a man as we can got in Queensland. It has 
to be recognisf~d that if 1ve arc to havo 
Lieutenant-Governors, or locally appointed 
Governors. it may bo rt difficult matter to got 
a man who, br:-GtU,'lC of his standi115 in ~,hc­
comrnunity, has some c]aim to rbo a.ppoin~~~ 
ng:nt and who. at the sanw time, is disso­
ci;ltPd frorn politic~ or political vieiNS. I go 

fnr to that it would bo alrnost 
to such a man. If you run 
your mind tho n1cn -who occupy 
position~ in the eon1rncrcial lifo 

of the cornnwnity or tht• public lifo nf the 
conur1unitv. or in anv othPr ''"alk of Efo 
you likP, , you \vill fin'd that all thoso TI1cn 
have pretty del1nito views m1on politics. 
'\Yhethor thov are activelv associated with 
one parh~ or 'another is nuile bpsidc the ques­
tion. They ha \'O prott~· decided prejudices 
on politic:1l matt~rs: and. if we are to bavo 
locH] Govomors. it is alrn.ost inevitable that 
vve shali have one \Yhoso vio\vs aro already 
made up in regard to politics, but who is 

[Hon. E.(]. Tlz,odore. 

expected to dives~ himself of any prejudiOOB 
he> may have while carrymg out the duties 
of his high office. 

Mr. SrzER: ·what is your opinion wit,h 
regard to local Governors? 

'The PHE~HER: It is rather prernatm-e to 
have a discus·,ion on that subject. I am 
sorry that the leader of the Opposition has 
raised this discussion, as a11 opportumty 
could easilv have been taken to have tho 
matter thrashed out thorou15hly in a le!;'iti­
mato wav under the Stanclmg Orders when 
we ha.ve 'a Speaker or a Chain11a.n of Cmn­
mitt<'cs in the chair. But the hon. member 
has thought tit to take the opportunity wh.en 
no one is in control of the Home to raiSo 
the question. I do not know whether he 
wanted to give latitude to hon. mer.nbers to 
indulge in abuse and misreprcscntatwn; but 
I suggest that it would have been far better 
tn have m<;vcd in th.o matter m a. regula~ 
way. I thmk we 11111Sht let the thmg res. 
now. and if it is closHed to have a further 
disc~IssiOJ{ upon the action of ~he Govern­
ment in making tho nommahon to the 
Lientenant.-CoYernorship, an opy)Ortun1ty "\Vlll 

be afforded. Ko attempt will be made to 
burkc the discussion in any way. An oppor­
tunity will be afforded' eith~r to discuss. tho 
recent nomination or to discus~ ~he w1dor 
question of l?cal Q-ovcrnors. If It 1s .dt:'~·nreq, 
n n opportumtv \nil be afforded durmg th1s 
session; but jt is onl:v fa1_r for rne to ask 
bon. members now to c0nfine themselves to 
the discussion of the nominations that ha VB 
been 1naclo to the Spcnkershin. ~\{v own 
belief on that point is t~at Mr. Bertrnm has. 
while he has been actmg as ChaiTman . of 
Committees, displayed the qua!Ihc" winch 
fit l;im for the higher office. 

Mr. CORSER: \Vhy ~wasn't he elected 
Speaker last time? 

Tho PRE:\HER : The House did not 
amJOint him last time. . 

~1r. CORSER: He was Chaumau nf Com­
mittees, and had acted as Deputy Speaker 
before that. 

The PREMIER: If he is elevated to the 
chair, he will carry ou.t his duties thoroughly 
and impartially. I tlunk he understands tho 
Standing Orders as well as most members 
of the HousF. Probabl' he has made a clo~er 
stud v of the Standing Orders and of parlia­
mentary nra.ctice an cl procedure than othcl' 
hon. m'cJt~bers, and I think ho wlll fill the 
office with distinction to hm1self. 

GovERNMENT JYIDIBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. SWAYNE (J[irani) :. I do not intend 
now to refer to thn appomtment that has 
bePn spoken of. but I want to say .that 
nothing fell from the leader of the OppositJO~ 
or the deputv leadt:'r of the Oppositwn that 
thP rirrtnnst~J1C(3S djd not wa I~rant. I am 
110t voing- to pursue the sub1ect, because 
\Ve h~Ye the assurance~ I suppo;'3e 1ve . can 
tak0 it as an asurance-that we w_dl bo given 
an opportunit;.: for full dJscusswn +of t~E) 
rnattf'r. 1 dcs1rc, ho1vovor. to say lhat, If 
the discussion had not bc0r~ burkcd~-~a cl not 
bcf'n gagg-erl-on a p_rov1ous or,rasJon, rt 
1You1d not hrrvc been ra1scd now. -~J~c.~4e 1.vas 
neYer seen Bnch a srnndalous strctc1111g of 
the powe1·s of a Chairman as took place on 
\V.,dncsdav \Yhen the Hon. VI. H. Barne¥ 
wa~ suspc!oded. (GoYcrnmont knghter.) 

i\Ir. KTRWAX: Take your medicinE' without 
squealing. 

:\fr. S\V A YNE : Ho\Yeycr, as we aro 
a'Sured by the head of the Governme-nt that 
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we _shall have another opporhmity of dis­
cus~mg the matter, I am quite content to 
let 1t go at_ that for th_e present. The question 
before ~s 1s a most 1mportant onn--that is, 
the chowo of the gentleman who is to preside 
over the sovereign deliberative body of 
Queenslaud-t:1e body whose tone is taken 
as a pattern by similar assemblies throughout 
Queensland. I want to e·xpress the hope that 
no matter whether it is Mr. Bcrtram o; 
whether it is -'>lr. Petri.e who is c-hosee1 to 
fill the po~ition, he will be free from any 
bras. I thmk tho public of Queensland will 
agree w1th me that during the last four or 
five years the tone of this House has not 
been raised. I am not now referrino- to the 
gontle1nan \vhose resignation wo ~·ecoived 
to-day. Bt:t, undoubte·dly, what happened 
under prc\'lous control was that a deaf car 
was frequcr;tly h!rncd to appeals to extend 
the protcctwn of the Standing Orders to 
membP1:s on this side whilst the slightest 
derc-lrctwn of a. member on this i·ide was 
immediately met with a reprimand. We 
haYe had instances while hon. members on 
this side _l,ave been speaking when they have 
been mbJcetc.d to a tirade of abuse and to 
a cont:nual string of insulting interjections 
from t.ne other sJCle of the House and the 
occnnant of the chair has turned ,{ deaf car 
to tlwm. If an hon. member on this side 
ha:; ri:-:;en to prot0st or to raise a point of 
order, a half-hearted withdrawal has been 
:'Cccptecl. and the thing has been repeated 
JmmedJat,•ly afterwards. Should even a 
murmur be macl0 from this side while a 
n2cn1 bPr on_ the othe·r si do has been speaking, 
the offonchng· mc•mber has been promptly 
called to orcl<•r, and ··ometimes treated in a 
most humiliating manner. I think this is 
a suitable time to Yoice this matter, and I 
express the hopo that, now that public 
attention has been dra\vn to it, wo may have 
some a~surancc- tbnt th0 Ran1c sort of thing 
will not occur in the future. 

!\Ir. RLPHINSTONE (Oxlev): I can assure 
the Prcmi<'r t:•at there is no intention on the 
part of the Opposition of prolonging this 
lliscuF ".1on unduly; but vvo do think, seejng 
there 1s a great deal of feeling out··ide the 
H ousn regard m;::- this particular matter, that 
llO barn. wrll be done by ventilatino- our 
opinions. The discussion in this liouse 
will obviously haYe ib effect in allaying a 
cc~tam am_ount of suspicion and doubt that 
<'XJsts outs1cle thrs Cha.mb0r. I wish in the 
first place to supjlOrt the nomination of Mr. 
Petne. I do so because this is the third. 
or,casion on which, during the life of this 
Parhamcnt, a Sneaker has been elected and 
se, ing- that the Opposition represented 46 pc; 
Cl'lrt. of the electors of Queensland nearly 
thr('<: ycar.c.> ago and now reprcse·nts about 
60 cout .. of the electors. it is quite reason-

and fcur that we should have one of our 
11D11linf~l~~ occupying the Speaker's chair. I 
also thmk, seemg that the office of c:•airman 
of CnmrnittrPs is pas~ed ronnd

1 
that it is 

only rcnsouablc that the office of Speaker 
c'hould hkc,nsc be passed round in the life 
of a Parliament v. hen the c:pportunity offers. 
The appomtmrnt of a. Speaker naturally 
l'aisc:;;; the question as to what has occa:;;;ioned 
it, and natura llv points thP firg-cr to tho 
unfortunate inci·dent that took place in this 
Hcms0 on vVeclnesdav last. I t'link that if 
thE' Premier had tr~atcd tbe leader of the· 
Oppo ition. and the Opposition generally, 
with that courtesy which we are entitled to 
expect. then I am qt<ite ce·rtain that . tho 

episode of vV ednesday last would never ha vo 
taken place. 

lVfr. KmwAN: It was a prearranged stunt. 

:Yh. ELPIII:'>.TSTONE: Had such courtesy 
been shown, this. discu"ion would not have 
heon necessary; but when the leader of the 
Opposition a ,ks for inforrnation regarding 
thfl appointment of Lieutenant-Governor, and 
ho is referred to some evening paper for the 
information which he seeks, then I think 
that is treating the Opposition and its leader 
with su.ch discourtesy as brings forth what 
has happened since. I would like also to 
touc!1 upon the system of camouflage which 
the lea·der of the Gove·rnment adopts largely 
in giving answers to inquiries by the Oppo­
sition and the Press. He prides himself ·on. 
a praetice of rather misleading, or not saying 
what he could say, or leaving unsaid what 
ho reasonably might be expected to say, 
reg>trding the subject of inquiry. We 
have seen in the Press quite recently how 
certai'l deductions have been dra \Vll from 
his rmnarks 1rhich havu been quite contrary 
to the ts. I just put that forw;•.rcl as a 

\vith vir;w to rf'lnoving the,. 
such as exist at the 

pn .;;ent m01nont. n1y part, as regards this 
particular appo-intrncnt, I take a generous 
,-ir•w cf it. I think that tho fact that tho 
il}l;loilltmcnt has bc~1'1 offered to other rncn 
of po~ition in Bri:-:1Jano-anll I pc~·rsonally 
k"lnw it w s offered to Sir Robort Philp, 

nd rnfusf j-pnts quite a different eorn­
on the ma~.tcr. I sec no reason why, 

rnan j,s a Labour man, jf he is 
fitt.ed. he ."hnuld not occupy the 

po.Jitiun of l""icntonant-Governor. I seo in 
-:\Jr. LPnnon a 1nan vvho h(~s qualifications 
which I think fit him in many regards for 
the position of Lieutenant-GoYcrnor of this 
Shtte, but there is one unfortunate incident, 
whjch I am not going to elaborate upon, but 
wh1ch has been tbe reason for a good deal of 
the venom w;1ich has boon introduced into 
this matter. I pass that over, because I think 
that poe:·:ihl:v in the plea -ure ;me! joy of 
rnectlng a lot of associates around the dinner 
table, the lwn. gcntlcrnan and so1ne "\vho 
"\V~~ro associated with him may hnve given 
utterance to certain exprp,· ions vvhirh pro-­
bably they may have regretted, but have not 
been big enough to withdraw. But, never­
theless, thew things come homo to roost, 
«n-d, if Mr. Lonnon could remove from the 
records that oncJ particnlar incident, I do 
not think there won1d hav(~ hccn a single: 
o}Jjcction raised to his appoinhncnt as Lieu­
t"nunt-Governor. For my part, I take a 
g-enerous view of the rnattcr. and I Jook to 
a propel' an cl fitting- carr-. ing out of the 
duties of the office bv Mr. Lcnnon. But 
there is anot.l10r view of this matter which 
the less rhnr1tab1n rna.y noss1blv nlaco upon 
it, thnt is onn '.d1ich tlH'rC' is a good 

romn for in tho minds of tho~e who 
a cPrtain n.,~nnnnt of rncpr•ricnct: 

pr0,:;:r Govornrncnt and the Labour 
: that is. th"t th0v see in 

~omc rnrthod of necom · 
h"VC hit'!Ntn f>'ilcrJ to 

:1c ;Gmptish~<'·:nm(~ n1eil~od nf npki~1g tho 
TJmwr House so tcmncramPntally ntte·d that 
it will pass lc[!'io]atim1 and not inh•rfcre with 
I. he Bills of f•0 Le hour party. or rf removing 
the Council altogether from th0 Const;tution, 
or of filling it in such a wa.y that the eighteen-

vote and SlH~h lik<: \Yill pa~:.; 
1t is quite that tho 

Govt rwn0nt. as it is in tho ]nst. throes of itA 
existence, 1nay luok for so1Pr:o ()ll:lf''tunity of 

Mr. Elphinstone.] 
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(·Xti.'1Hling its operations, and rnay look 
throug-h the Pxtt~llsion of thP franchis<:.~ to 
cightncn-y~ar-old J?COJ?lO for some '?PPOrtunity 
of prolongmg thc1r ltfo. If that 1s the view 
the GoYt'rtJnwnt have in 111aking thi~, appoint­
ment, .the people of Queensland will have 
a good d(":tl to say upon it. But I, for one, 
a111 prevarcd to take a generous view and 
1 sinr •rely hope that, in view of the 'statc­
llluntc:; the- J?rernior has 1na.de this afternoon-­
tfvt is. that this appointment has been 
dl'err·d in other quarters and refused-as 
\VC kn<nv 1\1r. LC'nnon to b0 a rrwn of high 
qualities, any agitation which may have been 
raised \vill cease f,rom this moment. 

The general question of the appointment 
of Lieutenant-Governors has berm raised. '"'0-lf' 
know that throughout Anstralia theTo is an 
agi1 atinn 011 foot to abolish the office of 
State Govf•rnor. That would naturally loacl 
to 1h(• appoint.1nent. of Linutenant ~Governors 
in Queensland and otlwr States, and no doubt 
Queen~ land :vi ll bo a~keJ for its opinion in 
the mattm·. hko other Stat('" havo heen asked 
quite~ recentlv. 'The~cforc, '\ c can quitn 
conee1vc that tho v~nno1ntmcnt of Iv1r. Lennon 
as Licn_tcnant-GovArnor is not of a tempo­
rary nature as some people may be incJ incd 
to think. It ma:v bo of a pcrrnUnont nature, 
because I am of opinion that State Gover­
llOl:s arc gOing ~0 disappear frorn Australia, 
ana, L1erofow. 1 t rather makes the selection 
of Licutenant··Govornor a n1attor of even 
gr~atc:c inJportanco still. But I \Yould s;1,y 
thJS,_ th"t whore it is a matter of appointing 

Lt<'nfi~Ha!Jt-Gc;rornor who rca11y repro·sonts 
Kmg· m th1s State of Queensland, tho 

q'lne~tJOH opens it::;f'Jf up as to ·whether any 
GoYf'rmncnt shonld havo tho power of 
appointing a LH~utcna.nt-Governor. It almost 
f:l'C'~uo;; as if tl1e Yoice <?f the I)eoplo should be 
a~k.ed u}_JOn that .spcc1fi:: question. just as I 
hchcY·P IS done m the States of A m erica. 
an.d., thrr~~fDrc, if ~ho onnortunity of making 
·~luM. ap110.l rlttrwnt 1s to be a pennancnt one. 
Jt ~~ QlUtf' \Yitl1in our :;:corH.: to consid0{· 
'Yl~<·tiJN it shou:d not be a matter for the 
llt:'Uple of Quecn~~l~ncl to pa.'''3 thelr oninion 
o;"""J fron1 ti1ne to ti.rne. .. 

:VIr. S}trTH: \Vhy do vou not do it in the 
proper \Y~'t.'~? ·· 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : I do not wieh to 
tuke Tup t_he time of the House any furthe·r, 
bu_t J. thmk tho opportnmty d1d exi't for 
tlns _cn!tcHn1, b,ecausc, in my judgm0 nt, it 
was mntcd bv t 'e way in which the Premier 
treated tho Opposition and its le&der whe-n 
he l~ad a distinct chance of makino- the 
p.osJtJOn clear on. \Y &dnesday last, and ';,hich 
would have dC>pnved thfl House of the unlor­
t~nato incident which rosult0d in the suspen­
swn of the hon. member for Bulimba. 

In closing, I would say that, with regard 
to t~e G~v('rnors Y~.rho arc sent from overseas 
tD L1A ~tatos of Australia who have had 
pronounced political opinions in the old 
country, I >ee no comparison at all bol·.weon 
those gentlemen and one who is cho ·on right 
from the heart of a Labour caucus to fill this 
position.. That is another very quc"tionablf~ 
mattr·r m. regard. t;>. this appointment. and 
JS what dn·ccts cnbcJsm to the part:v which 
has bcc•n rr -ponsible for it. It is bad taste 
and fonn to take man who j::; .cornmitted 
ah,,olutclv tu C>: 11 PS 

ccTtr.ln Cfnwn<.;: ~l, tio-n 
a position of authority) as :is 
prc:;:dnt JTl.Olnf'nt. 

Th0 f'RORE1'ARY FOR RAILW.I.YS · \¥hat about 
Sir William Irvine? · 

[Mr. Elphinstone. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Sir Willia.m Irvine 
was taken from State politics and put into 
Fed era 1 politics, the-11 to the bench, and 
from there to the position of Lieutenant· 
Governor. But her(~ is a gcntlen1an who, 'ye 
will admit, has the qual fications, taktu 
straight fron1 C.'.-tu<·n;;.; di...:~u~sions and rnd into 
this responsible· position. I contend that the 
GoYennncnt has j'JY.iicd all 1.1H' (ll.:;f'U""ion 
and criticism which have been launched at 
it in this particular matter. It would have 
been very much better if Mr. Lennon had 
retin'-cl ul>so!utely fr()m thr' Caucus ranks at 
the timo he was put into the Speaker's chair, 
particularly when the Government probably 
knew that at that time it was their intention 
to appoint him at some time to the position 
of Lieute-nant-Governor of the State. I would 
express the hope that this matter will cease 
to aetiYt~1y agitate people's 1ninds~ because 
we do not want anything w:1ich is going to 
disturb our harmony at the present time. 

Mr. SIZER (Tunrlah): I rise to St\pport 
tlw nomination of the hon. member for 
'I'oombul, and I think, from my short experi­
ence in this Chamber. thut wo could not find 
a gentlpman who would fill the po-,ition with 
more impartiality and credit than that gentle­
m'in. At the same time. I think that th0 
hon. member for Maree• is the best man who 
could bo picked from the opposite side of the 
Hous,l. I also belieYe that if he is eleYated 
to the po·Jition he will be ge·ncrous to the 
House generally. and this side of the House 
particularly. While hr. hrs acted as Deputy 
Speaker we have received nothing but 
courtEc:'-:lY fro1n his hands, and vve have every 
confidence that, if elected as Speaker, he will 
continue in that spirit. But, at the same 
time, I feel that the Government should 
recognise that, after all, tbnre is ~-on1ething 
more than partisanship require-d in connection 
with the office of SpeC~ ker. I think they 
n1ip:ht take a generous Yiew on this oceasion, 
and allow the father of t'co House to be­
placed in that honourable position. 

I want also to deal, for a few minutes, 
wit.h tho othc1· question which has canscd the• 
Yacancv iu the position and made the pro­
cedure· this afternoon nnossrtrv--~that is, the 
appoint"nent of the L!eutf'nant-Govt'"rnor. 
Pc>1 ·Onallv, :;:o fvr as :i\lt'. Lcnnon js con­
cerned, e~xe£•pt for his ondor;;;0,mPnt of thP 
rcmad<s of the Ministc·r for Railwaq on a 
rcc~'nt ocf'ao.;ion, f:orP is nothing of a Personal 
naturP which ono can quibble at.. But for 

.that would bE' nothing to object to in 
Mr. pcrsonalh-; but when we come 
later on to the· big subj(•rt there are many 
othPl' ~trong grounds on whirh \Ye, as an 
Onposition. should objc, t to the appoint­
m;ent, and I fed certain the people of Quoens­
]and are going to rrs0nt the Gover!nnent's 
attitude· in this rr·spcct. \Vhcu we hear-d the 
GoYcrnor's B'npcch at t!:e of 

\.~·r. i'uu1•d n a 
to the abolition of the- office of 

Stnto Gov(•rnor. 

It is laid down in the· platform of the Labour 
pr .. 1·t.v, 'lnd it i.:.: alf:o p;1rt nf the progTa1n111C 

of lhn fiovornment .. th't the office 
rs p,,l.] of 8tah' Ci<n-crnor shall be 

a bo1 jc hPcL F:\~C'rYonc kno\V.S that 
tlv• lll'C·Pnt Goyc•rnor's tC>rnl of offic0 \vill 
cxpi1-e 1vitltin the h fe of the present Par1ia­
Jncnt, and tha.t th0 prc-s,,nt Govcrnrn.cnt ·will 
Ollpose any l!(l\Y appointmPllt being madf' 

the GoYC'l"YlJW nL \Yn krHnY il!,~tt 
agib.u-;o:l going on thronghour 
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.-\u:::traliu to abolid1 imporh'd GoY('rnors. 
l'erwua!ly, I SOl' very little difference 
lwtwccn an lrnportcd Governor a11d a local 
Uovernor, nrovided that the gentleman 
occupying the position is qualified and is 
impartial in every respect. It is very diffi­
"Uit to find a local gentleman who would be 
in1partial in every way in adrninistering the 
offit·e of Governor. rrhe question then 
arise··. are we to change the system of 
appointi11g our Governors? If we are to 
<·hang£' the syst.eu1, as the present Government 
propose, thoro is nothing left to be done but 
to a11point a Lieuten._dlt-Governor, as the 
GovL-rrnnent havo appointed I\1r. Lonnon, or, 
'" the hon. member for Oxley has sug!!ested, 
tu cclf'ct a Governor by the elective system. 
That system I oppose, because it brings the 
(;over·nor into active politics. Such a system 
of electing Governors ':has brought rnoro 
Tammany into elections in Americ.a than 
""ists in any other part of the world. I 
believe that if we elected our Governors, the 
ele 'tiou would degenerate into a political 
:'<quabi>le, and that the position would be 
given tu ~-:1rne gent!eman strongly fayouring 
one party or the other. For that reason, I 
am not in favour of the system of electing a 
Cove;·nor. 1Ne know n)ry well that M1·. 
Lcnnon has been a bitter partisan, and that, 
a:-: the hon. 1nen1ber for Port Curtis has 
interjected, " It. is impossible for the 
leopard to change his spots." 

Mr. CAnTER : You cannot change your spots. 

"vir. SIL':ER: It is impossible, as the hou. 
uJPmbcr ~avs. "For the leopard to cbange 
his spots," and I believe that Mr. Lennon has 
reached the age when it is impos,;ihle fo1· 
him to change his political views, and become 
!eS'co partiBan than he is at present. \Ye know 
that hon. members opposite' are not free, and 
th<' country knows that; and the fact that they 
arc• not free leads to the conclusion tha,t this 
aplJoiutJnent has lwcn n1ndo for a party pur­
po;:;e. lf the Govf'rnnw·nt of the day ar(' 
to cullblnH' in }10\VCr, and the Lieutenant­
{jovt•ruor is n..nxious to sccur0 a fresh term 
nf it JJaturally follows that he will not 
tlnYart any shttpo or form the bitter 
parti~an cntcrtninccl by hon. rnembers 
oppos.it~-. does, his chance of reappoint-
l1Jf'nt ·wi!1 he considerably dan1penccL Unless 
rhc a111luinbnrmt of tho Licu1·mutnt-Govornor 
i' I'CrtlOY<'d beyond the control of the present 
( ~OVl'i'nnwnt, or anv other G-ov('rnm('lit, "\VC 
have• 110 V that thr· Lieutenant-
( i-oYl'l'll(Jr \\ be a poo;;ition to be indc-
f)('lldf'nt the appointment ·were a. life 
appointme-nt. the Lieutenant-GoYornor would 
lJ(' 1ndcppndcnt, nnd if the Government 
·". antcrl him to flood thP L'pper House , .. ith 
n0w ll1f'rn1Jcrs 'he conld rnfuso to do it 
,yjthont runiJing any chance of lo~ing his 
_iob. But, under present conditions, he n1.ight 
hf.'Comc morP parti~an than he ,,~oulr1 like to 
be, t if be displea,0d the party in powr·r 
lw rc_Ul a chance of losing his position. 

of making the a ppointrncnt I 
to, been u~o it is not in t~o 

of tlw State. It has been 
this dt'bato that Sir l\.rthur 

other Lieutenant-Governors in 
Quepusland wc·rQ appointed in a sin1ilar 
mtHliWL Probably that statement may be 
correct. But st!lJ there :is. a ya·,t difft~rence 
bt>h:reen the appoinhnent of tho:;;e gPntlcmen 
ar:d the nppointrnettt of ~vir. Lcnnou, inas~ 
r~u\,·11 as Sie :\rthur J\Iorgun and others \Verc 

,·hile tho Goyprnor 
and the Governor 
of Ycto over thon1. 

B11t this apparently temporary appomtment 
is to be made a permanent a ppomtment if 
the Government can make it so. Therefore, 
the position now is not analogous in any 
shape or form to the position which arose 
on prm-ious occasions. I know that in the 
days when Sir Arthur lViorgan and othor 
gentlemen occupied that position, not one of 
them ••ould have taken it upon himself to 
precipitrtte a political crisis, but would have 
referred the matter to the Governor, In 
the present case; the Government want, if a 
crisis arises, to g-et Mr. Lcnnon tl' make 
n0w appointments to the Upper House, and 
h<l would immediately concur in their 
request. 

The SECRETAHY FOR Pc:BLIC ·worms: How 
do you know? 

Mr. SI7.ER: \V ell, I presume there is 
smcw understanding between Mr. Lennon and 
the Governmm1t to thn t effect; but even ir 
that undcr~tandinrr doos not exist Mr. 
Lcnnon, after having expressed his views 
on certain fl.ubjects so strongly, would have 
no ]H•sitation in swam)ling the Upper House 
in order to enable the Government to pass 
all their moasurPs or to place them in a 
position to abolish the CounciL It seems to 
me, t:lJOrefore, that we sh•mld take every 
opportunity to point out thost~ dangers to 
the people. \Vith regard to the Premier's 
sta tcment that the position was offNcd to 
Sir Rohel't Philp, I am given to unden·.tand 
that the position was never offered to that 
geutleman. but that lw was only sounded on 
the question as to whether he would accept 
tho position or not. He never made any 
answer, but even if it was refused hy Sir 
Robort Philp, wa- the po,ition offered to 
tl1e President of the Lc'gislativC' Council? 
And if not to the President of the Legislative 
Council, was it offered to the> Chief Justic0? 
The hon. gentleman is concerned about Sir 
\Villia111 Trvine. Sir \Vi1Jiam In,ine accepted 
the position of Lieutenant-Governor of 
Victoria lJv virtne of the fact that he was 
Chid Justice of Victoria, and the Chief 
.J w;;ticn of Qunnnsland, on the same argument, 
should have been appointed to the position. 
Probablv the Chief .Jnstice is not partisan 
Hlough 'ror hon. rn,cm1Jf:'rs opposite. 

Jlilr. STOPFORD: He is a littlt• bit too lflU('lt 

of a partisan. 
The SEr'UETAHY FOI! R.\IL\VAYS: At ono titr.!l~ 

he was .. Attorney-General to your party. and · 
,.-ent straight to the po·-ition of Lioutenant­
Govor·not·. He gav·e the job to himself. 

Mr. SIZER: Is there no other gentleman 
~·1 th{' conu11unity who should have beert 
r·onside1·0d before tiw Sp-c akor of tlw Legis­
lativ<' Assembly? Hon. members opposite 
cannot deny the fact, nf'ither can they put 
up a t:;U!licicntly larg-e -sn1okc screen to cover 
the fact that it is a partisan appointment 
with the object of defeating the will of the 
people as expre,.qed at the referendum on 
the ,. bolition of the Legislative Council, and 
nt the same! tinw to endoayour to bring -into 
OIF'ratlon b:.T an underhand n1cthod lcB'isla­
tion .-·hich is not ace··ptablc to a nHlJority 
of the people of the State. l\Iight I remind 
hon. lfl(-)lTil-wr:·J opr>o~itc that ,,inC'o 1-vo 1not in 
this Assembly on the last occasion. whatever 
confidence the neon!c n1aY have had in them 
has bPPn shat(,•rcd to the four winds as a 

of the recent Federal eJections, and 
110 Jon9,·er rcnrP:;;cnt a rnajorlt.\- of tho 

woplc of this State. If the Gm'ernm0nt 
we ut to tlw countrv to-da v or to-n1orro"\Y 
they would be OYCJ' "hPre and W8 would be 

Mr. Sizer.] 



2121 Election of Speaker. [ASSEMBLY.] AdJournment. 

over there. The appointment of a parti~an 
Lieutenant-Gov-c'l·nor is open to grave 
danger, and it reflects discmdit on the 
Government. lt is an insult to tho general 
intclligeuce of the people of this State, and 
I feel that it will be resented as such. I 
hope, even at th,s late hour, something will 
be done to prevail upon the Governor to 
cancel that appointment. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS interjected. 
Mr. SIZ1£R: The hon. gentleman knows 

that it is due to tile nowmterlerouce in local 
m1>tters by the Imperial Government and 
the freedom of tho British Constitution that 
the bad advice given by hon. members 
oppooite has been acceptable to those in the 
old country. He should be ashamed of him­
seif for endeavouring to decry and belittle 
tho institution which permits of freedom 
such as that. I hope the Governor will take 
some action to cancel this appointment, and 
that when the House appoints a Speaker we 
ohall see in>talled in that honourable position 
the hon. member for Toombul. 

Mr. PETRIE (1'oornbul): I desire to thank 
the 1nover and seconder of rny norr1ination 
for nominating mo for the position of 
Spoaker, and al-so those hon. n1ernb!?rs on 
this side of th.e House who have supported 
that nomination. It is not my intention to 
take up the time of the House any further, 
because· I know that to go to a ballot would 
be quite useless. Mr. Bertram has been 
selected-a good selection-from the other 
side of the House., aud to save time and 
trouble, and again thanking those hon. Inem­
bcrc who supported my nomination, I with­
draw n1y name. 

HoxOPRABLE i'vlDIBERS: Hear, hear : 

Mr. BERTRA"vl: I desire to submit myself 
to the pleasure of the House. 

GovEnNMENT !v!JDIBERS: Hear, hear! 
The Speaker Elect (:\Ir. Bortrarn) \\U.' ihc11 

conducted to the chair by 1\Ir. Kir\\'au and 
:Ylr. F. A. Cooper. 

The SPEAKER-ELECT (speaking from the 
dais) said: Hon. members, you have done 
me the honour to elect me to the position of 
Speaker, the most important gift in the 
hands of the House; an honour which I 
d.,oply appreciate, and for which I thank 
you. The duties of Speaker, as I conceive 
them to be, are important, requiring 
courtesy, impartiality, tact, and a thorough 
knowledge of the Standing Orders. I am 
quite a\var·e of my shortcomings with respect 
to those qualifications, but I hope, by earnest 
study and di;igcnce to remedy my defects. I 
sincPtely hope that in carrying out the 
important duties of Sp·eaker I shall have 
the co-orwratio" of hon. members on both 
sides of the House. I thank the mover and 
seconder for my nomination and for the com­
plimentary things the:: have sai.d conoerning 
my~clf, and I again thank hon. members for 
having elected me. 

I--!o:-:or~H.\3LE \fr:'lrBERS: Ilcar, hear! 
The PRE~HER: Mr. Speaker, I beg to 

offer you m.v congratulations on your election 
by the IIm.se to the honourable position of 
Speaker of the I.~egislatiYc AssBmbly. You 
have, as i.s known to rno~t n1cn1bcrs. very 
carefully studied the Standing Orders, and 
you aro \\ell acquai::b'd w-ith tho procedure 
and prac:tirc which govern our prOf'('edillgS 
in this Hou,e. awl, therefore, I think you 
are we:! qualifipd to fulfil the duties impose·d 
upon :;.rou in tho office you now occupy. I 
feel sure that you will hold the scale, of 

f.Mr. Sizer. 

justice ewmly between both parties, and wiH 
give a fair deal to all members, and will 
show also that necessary conf3idcration to the 
;.~oungor mPJnbers of the AssDmbly 'vhich is 
their due until such time as they become 
thoroughly acquainted with the rules and 
procedure which govern our Chamber. I 
offer you my heartiest congratulations, and 
hope you will be long spared to carry out 
your duties with distinction to yourself and 
credit to the Chamber. 

HoxOl:HABLE ME~lBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. JYIACART:t'-;EY: I may he allowed, on. 

behalf of the Opposition, to endorse the 
congratulations of the Premier. I feel, after 
the speech which you, l'.Ir. Speaker, have• 
just made, that we may hope for an improve­
ment in the conduct of business in this House. 
Personally, I think it would be better lot· 
the House if even· member of the House 
would make the same pledge of diligence and 
st1.1dv in order that be Standing Orders 
might be better understood on both sides 
of the House. (Laughtc·r.) I do not exclude 
myself, Mr. Speaker, but I feel that there 
are times when some ignorance of the Stand­
ing Orders has been displayed. If they we-re 
thoroughly understood, I believe there would 
be lcs mimnderstanding at times. You have 
at all times as Chairman of Committees 
extc·ndcd courtosv to members on both sides 
of the House, ar;d I believe you have quali­
ties whi'"'1 will make for a good Speaker, and 
I tru•. t vour term of office will be successful, 
nnd th~.l, under VOlH prcsident.:3hip, the 
harmonv of the HoL;so will be maintained to 
a greater degree than it has boon in the past. 

Mr. PETRIE : As one of the oldest 
members of the House--

l\lr. KmWAN: The father of the Hom2. 
Mr. PETRIE : I congratulate you on being 

elevated to the position of Speaker of this 
Assembly. I am sure, from what I have 
s0en of you during the time you have been 
in this House. that you will carry out your 
duties faithh{lly and impartially, and th.at 
you will uphold be dignity ?f the Chat_r. 
One thing I would like to say IS: I hope, m 
your sch,ction-which I think is a very good 
one-thev have not made a condition that 
you will "not wear the robe' of office. I thi;>k 
that such a nice gown and beautiful. whtte 
tic• add lustre not onlv to the poSitiOn of 
the man who \~oars it, b~t also to the dignity 
of the Chair. (Loud laughte·r.) There is 
another suggestion: \Vith ordinary clothes 
costin" £12 12s. and £14 14s. a year, you_ 
could ~wear an old suit and cover it in that 
particular way. (Renewed laughter.). I 
again d0sire to offer you my heartwst 
congratulations. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The PRE~1IER: I beg to moYe, Mr. 

Speaker-That the House do now adjourn. 
I have learned that His Excellency will be 
plc a se-d to receive younelf, and such other 
n1on1 bers as de-; ire to acc01npany you vvhen 
you present yom ,elf .tccording to the practice 
laid down in the Sta11ding Orders, on Tuesday 
next at 2.30 p.m. at Government House. 

The· SPEAKEE: Before putting the 
question. I desire• to thank the Pr~rnicr. and 
the leader of the Oppos1bon fm· tne kmdly 
re1narks ther ha\·c 1naclo regarding myself, 
and to expn'ss the hope that. th~ relations 
betwc·en nwmbcrs a.nd the Chair will be of a 
hannonious nature. 

Question put and passed.· 
The House adjourned at twenty minute& 

past 5 o'clock p.m. 




