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'THURSDAY, 8 JANUARY, 1920. 

'The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Bertram, Maree) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock p.m. 

QUESTIONS. 
PROSERPINE MILL CRUSHING. 

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen) asked the Trea­
-surer-

" 1. How manv tons of cane ·were 
crushed at tho l'rosorpine mill for the 
1919 season? 

"2. Ho\v 1nany tons of raw sugar \Yere 
made from cane crushed? 

"3. \Vhat was the average price paid 
pt-?r ton of cane? 

"4. \Vas the whole of the cane 
crusher!? 

"5. Has the area under cane increased 
or dc<:roased for the 1920 seaoon? " 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
rChillagoc) replied-

" 1. Tons cane, Proserpine, 1919. 35.260. 
"2. Tons raw sugar made, 4,876. 
"3. Average price per tun cane, £1 

14s 3d. 
"4 All availahlc cane was crushed. 
" 5. The, area under cane has incr0ased 

fm· 1920 se a son." 

SEED :'>L-uzE Bo"CGHr FROM FAR}IERS. 
Mr. CORSER (Burnett) aske-d the Secre­

-tary for Agriculture and Stock-
" 1. ·what quantity of seed maize was 

purchased by the department from 
farmers in the State during 1919? 

"2. \Vhat price was paid for same? " 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULT"CRE 
·!Hon. W. X. Gillies, Eaclwrn) replied-

" 1. 11 tons 13 cwt. 2 or. 17 lb. of 
specially se lectcd seed. 

"2. From Ss. 2d. to 9, 6d. per 
bnsheL" 

FODDER FOR STARVING STOCK. 
l\ir. CORSER asked the Secretary for 

. Agriculture and Stock-
" 1. What quantity of fodder was dis­

tributed by the dcpartntent to farmers 
for staning stock during the year 1919? 

.'' 2. \Vhat quantity has since been dis­
tnbutul? 

"3. Has money for fodder been 
received by the d,;partment from farmers 
in drought areas ? 

"4. Will such moneys be now refunded 
if so desired? " 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
"l'eplied-

.' 1 to 3. In relation to the inference of 
Question No. 1, the answer to Questions 
1, 2, and 3 is 'None.' 

" 4. See answer to 1, 2, and 3." 

TRA YELLING EXPENSES OF MINISTERS. 
Mr. FRY (Kurilpa), in the absence of Mr. 

'Morgan, asked the Premier- · 
"What was the amount paid or 

incurred by the State in respect of the 
tra veiling expense-s of each individual 
member of the Ministry during the ye.ar 
ended 30th June, 1919? " 

The PREMIER replied-
" If the hon. member will also ask for 

similar information in respect of the ye·ar 
ending 30th J uno, 1915, the figures will 
be obtained." 

TRAVELLING EXPENSES OF MR. T. J. RYAX. 

Mr. FRY, in the absence of Mr. Mm·gan, 
asked the Premier-

" What is the total amount of travel­
ling expense•s paid or to be paid by the 
State in respect of Mr. T. J. Ryan's 
varions visits to the Southern and 
·western States and to Europe during 
the twelve months ended 30th June last, 
the fignres to include e•xpenses of the 
whole of the party? " 

The PREMIER replied-
" If the hon. member will also ask for 

similar information with respect to the 
Premiers of previous Administrations, 
the necessary inquirie·s will be made." 

REPORTED VISIT OF PREMIER TO EGROPE. 

Mr. ROBERTS asked the Premier-
" 1. Is it his intention, as reported in 

the Press, to visit Europe during the 
current year? 

" 2. If so, for what purpose is his visit 
to be made, and when doe;o he inten-d to 
leave Queensland?" 

The PREl\IIER replied-
" 1. The matter is being considered. 
"2. A statement on this subject will be 

made at a late·r date." 

DISTURBANCES AT ELECTION MEETINGS. 
Mr. ROBERTS (East Too1ooornba) asked 

the Home Secretary-
" How many persons were proceeded 

against by the police for creating dis­
turbances, or for other offences, at (a) 
Nationalist meetings, (b) Labour meet­
ings, in Queensland during the recent 
Commonwealth election campaign? " 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. W . 
McCormack, Cairns) replied-

" In order to olltain this information 
it will be necessary to wire to each district 
headquarters." 

COLLECTIOX OF INCOME TAx BY Co1BIONWEALTH 
GOVERNMENT. 

J\fr. FRY (Kurilpa) asked the Treasurer-
" Speaking in the Federal Parliament 

on 23rd October, 1919, Mr. Watt, Federal 
Treasurer, stated that he had offered to 
collect the State's income tax for an 
amount not exceeding one-third of the 
present cost to the States. Why did the 
Government of Queensland not agree to 
this proposal?" 

The PREMIER replied-
" The Federal Treasuret's proposal was 

made to tile States as a whole at a joint 
conference of Commonwealth and State 
Ministers, but was not accepted. At the 
same conference a representative of one 
of the States offered to collect the 
Commonwealth tax at half what it was 
then costing." 
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LIABILITIES OF SCHOOL OF ARTS COMMITTEES 
FOR ACCIDENTS. 

Mr. SIZER (Tundah) asked the Minister 
for J ustil'e-

" 1. Has anv decision been arrived at 
by the Government to protect school of 
arts committees from per·-onal liability 
in case of accidents, as raised by the 
Coonarnble case in New South \Vales, 
,,~here damage«. were granted against; 
m em hers of the school of arts committee 
as a result of [m accident? 

" 2. If no decision has vet been arrived 
at, will he endeavour to treat t.lw matter 
as urgent owing to the great uneasiness 
that exists amongst school of arts com­
mittees throughout the State?" 

Hox. J. MULLAN (Flinders) replied-
" 1 and 2. The Insurance Commissioner 

is now in communication with the New 
South Wales Treasury Department with 
a view to introducing in this State an 
insurance scheme on the lines of that 
formulated in :"iew South Wales as a. 
result of the Coonamble case." 

RESL'MPTIONS ON TERROR'S CREEK LIN!l. 
Mr. SIZER asked the Secretary for Rail­

ways-
" L Has any compensation been paid 

for land resumed, on the Enoggera­
Terror's Creek railway, from T. Fitz­
gerald and J. Coonan, of Samford? 

" 2. If so, how much? 
"3. Have any similar claims for com­

pensation from other residents of this 
district been refused 1 

" 4. What were the special circum­
stances surrounding the two cases referred 
to above?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. A. Fihelly, Paddington) replied­

" 1. Yes. 
"2. Mr. Fitzgerald, £75; Mr. Coonan, 

£150. 
"3. No. 
"4. Messrs. Fitzgerald's and Coonan's 

land was severed by the railway and 
convenient access from one side to the 
other was not provided. The construc­
tion of subways would have been more 
expensive than the payment of compen­
sation. In ~1r. Coonan's case land was 
taken for a ballast pit as well as for the 
railway line." 

CATTLE RAILED TO VV ALLANGARRA. 

Mr. GUNN (Carnarvon), in the absence of 
Mr. Morgan, asked the Secretary for Rail­
ways-

" W.hat is the total num,ber of cattle 
carried on the Queensland railways from· 
various stations to Wallangarra for the 
year eDded 31st December, 1919 ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

" 49,167." 

PAPER. 
The following paper, laid on the table, was 

ordered to be printed :-
Hcgulations under the Land Acts, 1910 to 

1918 ; the Closer Settlement Acts, 1906 
to 1917; and the Jimbour Selections 
Act of 1919. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

FINAXCIAL STATEMENT-RESUTh!PTION OF DEBATE. 
(1lir. l'ollock, Gregary, in the chair.) 

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen), who \\as received 
with Government '' Hear, hears," said.: As 
representing one of the most important elec­
torates in Queensland, an electorate which. 
may become the most important later on, 
judging by the development which is taking 
place, I want to make a few remarks on the 
.Financial Statement. I have listened very 
attentively to the debate so far as it ha.'l 
gone, and I deplore the attitude taken up 
by the hon. member for Albert last night. 
He did not seem to criticise the Financial 
Statement; practically the whole of his 
speech consisted of abuse of this party. One 
cannot help deploring that, because the hon. 
member who followe-d him-the hon. member 
for Carnarvon-deplored the fact that we 
were lowering what we call the dignity of 
Parliament. It was, in my opinion, regret­
table that we should have to listen to the 
hon. member for Albert and the abuse that 
ho hurled at myself as the representative of 
the people of Bowen and one of the repre­
sentatives of the people of the State of 
Queensland. During the Federal election 
contest several things operated to bring about 
the defeat of the Labour party. I have a 
great admiration for a straight-out opponent, 
but I have no respect for the snake in the 
grass, £or people who by innuendo spread 
lies throughout the length and breadth of 
Queensland, as hon. members opposite dicl' 
during the Federal election campaign. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Nonsense. 
Mr. C'OLLINS: It is not nonsense at all. 

In my own electorate, in a sneaking kind 
of way, they spread the rumour that the 
Government of Queensland could not finish> 
the Bowen Coalfield Railway owing to the 
fact that they had no money to build it with. 

Mr. HODGE : Is not that true? 
Mr COLLINS : It is not true, because we· 

have· sufficient money in hand to build that 
railway. For the hon. gentleman to say 
that it. is true is to decry the State of 
Queensland and to lower his own position as 
a member of this House. Does the hon. 
member belong to a party which wishes to see 
the State become bankrupt? 

Mr. KIRWAN: Of course, he does. 

Mr. COLLINS : Is that what the hon. 
member really wants to bring about? If 
loans are not the succees they ought to be, 
it is owing to the attitude taken up by hon. 
members on tl-e other side. w.ho are con­
tinually crying out " stinking fish" in regard 
to the development of this great State. I 
am one of those who are pleased to think 
that the recent loan was successful. As one 
of the representatives of North Queensland. 
which is to some extent the outpost of 
civilisation in this great Commonwealth, I 
wish to see the full development of that part 
of Queensland, with its rich natural resources 
that arc as yet undeveloped. I have said 
on manv occasions that all reform and pro­
gress rest upon finance, and we cannot 
develop that part of Queensland without 
building railways, carrying out big irr~ga­
tion works, and we cannot do these thmgs 
unless we have the means to do it with. We 
have a Press in the North similar to the PresE 
in the rest of Australia. It is a Tory Press. 
which is a disgrace to Australia. Practically 
it might be thought that the hon. member 
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for Ro\vcn did not exist, so far as tho reports 
~Jf tha:r Press of an,ything that I rnay say 
! n th1s IIou'-'e are conccrncd-(Opposition 
luug·htcr)-un]pss they cun make it toll 
against the party to which I belong. There­
fore, wo have to use Parliament and I 
intend to use it so long as I am a' member 
of Parliament, to enlighten the electors that 
I represent and also to enlighten the electors 
of North Queensland as to what this Govern­
ment arc doing. For the benefit of my elec­
tors ar,td the electors of North Queonsfand, I 
am gomg to quote the following extract from 
page 7 of the Treasurer's Financial State­
ment:-

"I'Ve have been in close touch with 
our London advisers for some time with 
reference to floating a loan, and early 
m December 1t was decided to make an 
is•me of £2,000,009 at £98 10s., carrying 
mtercst at a nowmal rate of 6 per cont. 
and redeemable in 1940, the Government 
having the option of redeeming at any 
t1me after 1930. Assuming the Govern­
ment does not exercise its option in regard 
to the redemption date. and the loan 
runs the full term to 1940, the return to 
investors will he £6 2s. 6d. per cent. and 
the cost to the Government approxi­
mately £6 5s. 2d. per cent. The loan 
was largely oversubscribed £4 080 000 
being offered, although the' lists' cl~sed 
a day earlier than intended. An out­
standing feature of the flotation was the 
great number of applications fo1· small 
amounts. Taking into consideration the 
condition of the money market, the fact 
that at the time of the issue colonial 
stock could be purchased in London 
returning from 6! ~o 7 per cent., together 
wrth the extraordmary rush of capital 
for company flotation purposes, the issue 
cannot ~e considered as anything but 
very sahsfactory, and is a fitting reply 
to those ~ho were continually decrying 
the finanCJ al managem cnt of the State 
and predicting disaster to its credit when­
ever the Government approached the 
London market." 

As I said a moment ago, if Queensland is to 
be developed, it requires the <expenditure of 
millions of poumls. I kr ow of no better 
investment for the British investor than 
Queensland, or Australia in general. It has 
been my lot from time to time to listen to a 
lot .. abou~ patriotism; but I say that the 
Bnbsh mvestors have not been patriotic 
towards the people of Australia. Tl:>ev have 
been more concerned about lending money 
to the Argentine er some of the South 
American republics t;han about lending it 
to their own people and helpir g to attract 
people to , Australia and build up a great 
nation. ·what is the use of talking about the 
"Eastern menace" when the British invest­
ing public do not avail themselves of the 
opportunity of making this country a great 
nation? In this respect they have not done 
their duty by the Australian Commonwealth. 
I do not make statements as a rule without 
trying to prove them, and, in support of the 
statement I have just made, I am going to 
quote from the September nun1ber of the 
"Contemporary Review," vvhich contains an 
article by Sir George Paish. He points out 
all the thousands of millions that Great 
Britain has lent-not to the Dominions but 
to other countries-to foreigners-inste~d of 
helping to develop this country, which is one 
of the daughters of what they call the 

Empire. This is what Sir George Paish 
says-

" The financial strength and credit of 
Great Britain are still undiminished. 
Prior to the war the nation's wealth was 
culcLt!atcd at about £16,000,000,000, of 
which some £4,000,000,000 consisted of 
foreign and colonial securities. During 
the war Great Britain has lent to her 
allies and Dominions a sum not far short. 
of £2,000,000,000, while, on the other hand, 
she has sold a moderate amount of her 
previously .held foreign investments and 
has borrowed abroad about £1,500,000,000. 
Placing the new debt against the new 
investments, her foreign im·estrr1ents are· 
nearly, if not quite, as great as they 
wore prior to the war. At the moment 
the money she has lent to Russia is lost. 
This amounts to about £600,000,000. She 
has also lent over £500,000,000 to France, 
and nearly £400,000,000 to Italy, as well 
as nearly £400,000,000 to the Dominions 
and to minor European Powers. Even 
wme the whole of the new investments 
to bo disregarded, Great Britain would 
still possess foreign investments of nearly 
£4,000,000,000 against the loans she has 
incurred abroad. A reasonable estimate 
is that Great Britain now owns foreign 
investments to tho nominal value of over 
£5,000,000,000, against which she owes 
about £1,500,000,000 abroad, and that, 
after allowing for the repayment of her 
foreign debt and writing off her doubtful 
investments, the net and real value of 
her foreign investments 1s at least 
£3,000,000,000." 

Great Britain has lent to foreigners at least 
£3,000,000,000, and we want to find out how 
much "e, in the Australian Commonwealth, 
have received; and that is one of the reasons 
why our population is not increasing as 
rapidly as it should. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Were we ever refused a 
loan? 

Mr. COLLINS: It is the duty of the hon. 
member to look after his children, and it is 
just as much the duty of the Empire to look 
after her children. I question whether the 
hon. member believes much in the Empire 
that he prates so much about. If the invest­
ing public of Great Britain had been 
genuinely patriotic, our recent loan would 
have been oversubscribed to the extent of 
£40,000,000 or £50,000,000, so that we could 
have gone on to the market and got another 
£10,000,000 if we required it. Quoting from 
" Knibbs" for 1918-19, I find that the public 
debt of the Australian States, on 30th June, 
1918, floated in London, amounts to 
£261,107,683, and floated in Australia 
£131,432,478, or a total of £392,340,161. Let 
us examine these figures for a moment. In 
all the Australian States put together, there 
has been floated, up to the end of 1918 in 
London, loans amounting to £261,000,000. 
And yet Great Britain has lent to Russia 
£600,000,000, or practically nearly three 
times the amount which all the Australian 
States have received up to the present time; 
and, according to Sir George Paish, that 
£600,000,000 is lost. The point I want to 
make is this: that the mother of nations 
should look after her children. 

Mr. SIZER: Was that lent for war purposes 
to Russia? 

Mr. COLLINS: No, it was lent to Russia 
before the war. The hon. member for 
Nundah pretends to know all about it, so that 

Mr. Collins.] 
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he can get up and contradict my statement 
after I s1t down. Then, again, suppose it 
was for war purposes, would the hon. mem­
ber say that we did not do our part in the 
war? 

:Mr. SlZER : Some did. 
Mr. COLLI::'-!S : If he is going to argue on 

\;hose lin<:"'·? It should be no difficulty for 
any State to borrow the millions of money 
which they require to develop these outposts 
of Empire, of which we are a part as well 
as Great Britain. They have the accumu­
lations of ages behind them, and what would 
be \\Tong in their lending more than they 
have lent in the past for the development 
of the Australian Commonwealth? I say 
that their pa.triotism is more inclined towards 
a foreigner than what it is towards their 
own people. All we have to do is to study 
the investments which have been lent long 
bdore the war. The hon. member fm· 
:'-Iundah ought to know that there was over 
,£2.000,000,000 lent to foreign Governments 
before the war commenced. 

Mr. KmwAN: And money in Krupp's; he 
kno\YS that, too. 

Mr. COLLIKS: Compare the amount that 
has been lent to the different States of the 
Commonwealth with the £600.000,000 lent to 
Russia. the £500,000,000 lent to France, and 
the £400,000,000 lent to Italy. Italy has 
received more by over £100,000,000 than the 
whole of the Australian States have received. 

Mr. BEBBI:-iGTON: They lent Australia all 
;;he wanted at 4 per cent. You spoilt our 
credit. 

Mr. COLLINS : The hon. member has 
come from the same race as myself. I will 
have to borrow him a copv of William 
Morris's work on Jo,hn Bull, to put a little 
of the English spirit into hirn. We find from 
'he htest COl1Y of "Knibbs," 1917-1918, in the 
Parliamentary Library that the total debt 
of the Australian States is only £653,000,000, 
or only £53,000.000 more than they have lent 
in Rucsia. ::'-!o wonder the Commonwealth 
cloes not develop! How can it develop when 
the men who control the destinies of the 
diffo1·ent Stat.cs of tlw Commonwealth onlv 
possess small minds? They cannot think big 
at all. Anvone who has travelled over 
Queensland wants to think big. Since I have 
!wen a member of the Public Works Com­
mission I have been enabled to see a great 
deal more of the State than ever I was able 
tn see before. I realise the position now. 
The deputy leader of the Opposition laughs. 

21'1r. VoWLES: You have a plank against 
public borrowing in your platform. 

Mr. COLLINS: We have not a plank 
against public borrowing. The total amount 
lcmt by Great Britain to foreign countries is 
very large. The amount lent to France and 
Italy is £1,500,000,000. Imagine what kind 
of a Commonwealth we would have if the 
11eoplc in Great Britain lent us £1,500,000,000! 

Mr. BEBBIKGTON: We could have had it 
if we had wanted it. 

Mr. COL~INS : As long as your party 
were govermng the States and the Common­
wealth it seems to me that the people in 
England preferred to lend larger sums to 
foreign countries than what they were 
prepared to lend to their own peoplB. (Hear, 
hf'ar !) Th~ reason for that is that the 
people in London read some of the speeches 
of hon. members. opposite. Leaving that 
part of the _qu?st1.on, I can only say that 
Qur·ensland, If 1t IS to develop as it ought 

[.ilir, Collins. 

to be developed, will have to get more 
1nonPy than j t has been getting in the past, 
that is, if we are going to increase our 
population at a greater rate than it is 
increasing at the present tln1e. I am not 
aware that anv of the States of the Common­
wealth have ever rcpudiate·d their interest 
chargu in regard to any money lent to them. 

Mr. BEBBlKGTON: Some Labour men propose 
to do it. 

Mr. COLLINS: We have never done. th;;:t, 
notwithstanding all the spies and informers 
that yonr party pay to spread those lies 
about. 

<GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. COLLINS: TherB arc a few matters 

I wish to mention in connection with mv 
electorate, because this is an opportunity I 
have of advocating· their claims-not that 
their claims have been neglected. I heard 
one hon. member opposite say that all the 
money was being spent in the citv of Bris­
bane, and I can give that the lie direct. 
The Bmven electorate is not in the cit,, of 
Brisbane: it is 700 miles north of Brisbane, 
nnd there is a fairl~Y ]arg-e amount of loan 
money being spent in that electorate for 
the development of the country part of the 
electorate: not in the town itself: it has 
not become a city. but we hope it will 
becorne a city later on. 

There arc several paragraphs in the 
Treasurer's Stah~mcnt which n1akc reference 
to the Bowen electorate. On page 9 it is 
stated--

" The railway to the Bowen coalfield 
will be pushed ·on to completion as early 
as possible. The quality of th<l coal on 
this :field and the possibility of its pro­
·duction in large quantities at low cost 
ha1·e been demonstrated be7ond doubt. 
A remunerative traffic is, therefore. 
assured for this line as soon as it 1s 
opened.'' 

I am very pleased to spe that paragraph in 
the Treasurer's Statement. in Yiew of the 
remarks I heard while I \Vas in Bowen 
dtrring the Federal election contest to the 
effect that we had no money to complete the 
line. I notice that there is a sum of £175,000 
on the Estimates for the coalfields railwav. 
That shows that the Government means 
business in pushing· the line ahead as far 
~s it is pos,,ible to do so. Of course, I 
know that fairly good progress is !wing­
made. I was .along- tho line myself about a 
month ag-o. Owing to the shortage of 
cement and other n1atcrials. progress is 
retarded to some Pxtcnt. but that is not our 
fault. \Ye were not responsible for the great 
shipping strike that took place on the coast. 
The Commonwealth Government was respon­
eible for that, just as thev arc responsible 
for the present strike. They do not want 
to assist in the development of North Queens­
land. If this strike lasts for any length of 
time, it will mean that unless we can get 
cement and other material to carry on 
railway construction, we ma:v not be able 
to keep the men working-. If Mr. Hughes 
has the brains of a statesman-as I have 
said befor0. I do not believe he hao brains 
to run a lavatory, let alone the Common­
wealth-he would settle this shipping 
engineers' dispute within twenty-four hours 
in the interests of the Commonwealth. vV e 
hear from time to time about losses which 
workmen suffer in regard to strikes. What 
losses are the whole of the community suffer­
ing at the present time? Why does Mr. 
Hughes not grant the engineers' demands? 



Ways and },;leans. [8 JANUARY.] Ways and Nleans. 2075 

.He will have to do it later on, the same as 
he did in the seamen's dispute. 

[4 p.m.] Why attempt to make North 
Queensland suffer? IV e know 

·that that part of North Queensland suffers 
more than any other part. Owing ·to the 
rotten Press we have in the North, the 
people there are led to think that it is our 
State which is responsible for the whole 

·of that. 
An OPPOSITION ME;I!BER : So it is. 

Mr. COLLINS': Listen to that lie I (.Hear, 
'hear !) At any rate, I hope the railway will 
be pushed ahead as quickly as possible, 
because that will mean giving cheap coal tD 
the Northern railway system. I also hope 
-that the Government will push on with the 
construction of the railway from Proserpine· 
towards. Mackay, so that fruitgrowers will be 
in a better position to get their products 
to market than they have been up to -the 

·present. During the· last shipping strike the 
people in the Bowen district were well 
treated by the present Government of Queens­
land, and were able- to send away more cases 
of fruit from Bowcn than they had been 
able to do for several months previously. 
As showing- the importance of the Bowen 

·dectorate, I may quote from page 13 of the 
Financial Statement the following para­
graph:-

"At the Bowen State coal areas develop­
ment work has been steadily pushed 
forward, and machinery is being installed 
to carry on that work more expeditiously. 
Sample; from the differe•nt faces tested 
and analysed show the coal to be of a 
high value both for steaming and coking 
purposes. It is evident that this mine 
is a valuable acquisition to the State 
and will prove of immeasurable 'benefit 
to North Queensland industrv. At the 
Styx River coal is being pro-duced from 
development work. and small quantities 
are being supplied to the Railway 
Department." 

~ am Yery pleasod .t'? say t~at during my tour 
m the North I v1s1ted th1s State coalmine, 
and what I saw there onlv bears out what I 
have said in this House-that the Bowen coal­
field is going to be. not only one of the 
biggest coalfields in Australia, but also one 
of the big-gest coalfields in the world. In 
an underlie from the surface down to a 
depth of 260 feet, there is a seam 13 feet 
6 inches thick without a single band in it, 
and then we have the Gm·rick seam which 
is 8 feet thick, and t.he Scott seam' "'hich 
is 6 feet thick. The coal area has n'ot been 
properly opened up a'• yet, and it is a 
debatable point \vhether it will not constitute 
one of the largest coalfields in the world so 
far as black coal is concerned. That area 
has ):leen waiting years for development, 
and 1t has been left to the present Labour 
Government to take the necessary steps 
for its development. The "Bowen Inde­
pendent," which is the only paper in 
my electorate that gives me a fair deal has 
an interesting reference to this coalfleld. 

.The ." I1;dependent" is not a Labour paper, 
but _1t g1ves me a very fair deal and helps 
me m my endeavours to assist in the develop­
ment of the Bowen electorate. The follow­

c.ing remarks are made by that newspaper:-

" BRICKMAKING, BOWEN COALFIELD. 

"In an interview with Mr. Jas. Sivyer, 
manager of the brickworks at the State 
coalmine on the Bowen coalfields, we 

learn that he has just finished burning 
the first kiln of bricks, containing approxi­
mately 30,000 bricks. Mr. Sivyer speaks 
in glowing terms of the quality of the 
coal produced at the State mine, which, 
he says, is the best he e-ver used for brick­
making, and he pointed out that, whereas 
an average of 17 cwt. of Southern coal 
is required to burn 1,000 bricks by 
the open-kiln method, the average re­
quirement of Bowen coal, as shown by 
the kiln just burnt, is only 13 cwt. The 
clay deposits on the field, Mr. Sivyer 
say'::;, are enonnous, and, with the instal­
lation of machinery, sufficient bricks 
could be manufactured there to build a 
city the size of Melbourne and Sydney 
combined. The bricks just burnt are of 
excellent quality, and Mr. S'ivyer is an 
enthusiastic believer in a grand future 
for the coalf1eld." 

Hon. members \vill notice that Mr. Sivvor 
states that there are large de·posits of clay 
in the locality, and that they are already 
making bricks on the site. Late•r on I sup­
pose coke ovens will be erected there, so that 
there is a great future for that part of 
Queensland. 

Mr. MORGAN: Are those State brickworks? 
Mr. COLLINS: Of course·, they are State 

brickworks. 
Mr. M ORGAN : I was wondering. 
:Mr. F. A. CooPER: You mean you were 

wandering, as you usually are. 
Mr. COLLINS: We all know that where 

coal is worked that is generally the place 
where iron and steel works are establishe·d. 
I have put in a claim for Bowen for the 
establishment of the iron and steel works in 
that district. The arguments I used in 
support of that claim do not require reite·ra­
tion on this occasion. However, I am glad 
to see this paragraph at page 10 of the 
Financial Statement-

" Full consideration of the proposal to 
establish State iron and steel works has 
shown that the initial outlay, as well as 
the ultimate cost of these works, will be 
very considerable. In view of the mag­
nitude of the undertaking, the Govern­
ment have not felt justified in launching 
the venture without fuller data with 
regard to iron ore- supplies, markets for 
the products, and the probability of 
financial success. The additional infor­
mation is now in the hands of the 
Government, and it is hoped that a final 
decision on. the matter will shortly be 
arrived at." 

Of course, quite naturally, the people of 
Bowcn and the surrounding district are very 
anxious to see the iron and steel works 
established at Bowen, as such works will, no 
doubt, lead to a larger population than we 
have at the present time being settled in 
North Queensland. Only a few days ago I 
saw cables in the Torv Press of Brisbane 
with reference to what China and Japan are 
doing with regard to iron ore deposits. I am 
satisfied that if those countries had the 
deposits we have at MOl1nt Leviathan-
10,000,000 tons-and Mount Philp-40,000,000 
tons-in the Cloncurry district they would 
be delighted to build railwavs to develop 
those mines and make their resources 
available to the country. Since I last 
delivered a speech in this House it !11as 
been proved that Bowen is the healthiest 
place in North Queensland. Bowen is the 
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town in North Queensland which shows the 
lowest percentage of the hookworm disease 
in the North. That is another argument 
why the steel works should be established at 
BmYen, and I hope that that district will not 
be overlooked when the· Government come to 
make their final decision in the matter. I 
now come to another matter which affects 
not only my own electorate, but also the 
whole of Quee-nsland, and that is the matter 
of irrigation. I am please,d to notice on 
page 9 of the Financial Statement this 
paragraph-

" The Inkerman (Burdekin River) irri­
gation scheme is being pushed on to 
completion, and the indications are· that 
the scheme will be successful and fulfil 
expectations." 

Yestcrdav I asked the Treasurer the follow­
ing questions :-

" 1. What progress has been made with 
the Inkerman irrigation scheme in respect 
to (a) surveys, (b) line construction, (c) 
wellsinking, (d) power-house construction? 

"2. Have there been any delays in the· 
works; if so, from what causes? 

" 3. When is it estimated the works 
will be completed? 

" 4. How many men are employed on 
the works?" 

The· answers to the questions were-
" 1. (a) Completed; (b) practically com­

pleted; (c) thirty-three wells have been 
completed, and this part of the scheme 
is progressing as quickly as material for 
lining the wells can be procured ; (d) 
proceeding at a satisfactory rate of 
progress. 

"2. Temporary delays have occurred 
owing to the difficulty in obtaining 
material. 

"3. A date cannot at present be stated, 
but the works will be pushed on to com­
pletion with all expedition. 

"4. At 1st December, 1919, ninety-
four." 

That means that there were ninety-four men 
employed on the work. 'rhe reason I men­
tion this is to show that from time to time 
I do read these Tory newspapers published 
in Brisbane. I noticed an article appeared 
in either the "Courier" or the "Daily 
Mail " in reference to irrigation, and they 
would lead the people of Queensland to 
believe-or rather, I should say, the people 
of Brisbane, because all the people of 
Queensland do not read the "Courier." If 
they did the Government would have to 
enlarge Woogaroo. However, they do not 
all read the "Courier." and those who do 
would think that this Government was doing 
nothing in regard to irrigation. Why, we 
are the one Government that has done some· 
thing in that direction, and I am very­
pleased to think that it has been done in 
my electorate. It is quite right that it 
should be done there. I have been in this 
House a little over four and a-half vears as 
the representative of Bowcn, a-;,d the 
farmers of the Burdekin have had one good 
crop during the time I have represented 
them, and the only hope of making farming 
a sncc<>ss in that part of Queensland is to 
have this big irrigation scheme which this 
Government is carrying out on the Inker­
man Estate. Of course, there has been delay. 
I mentioned a while ago the cause of the 
delay in connection with the construction of 
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the Bowen Coalfield Railway, and the samEc 
arguments apply to the delay in connection 
w-ith the Inkcrn1an irrigation scherne. The, 
Government have been unable to get ships, 
to carry rcrncnt and other 1nah~rial required 
for the work that is being carrlPd on there. 
From time to time I have heard hon. mem­
bers opposite say we have done nothing for 
the primary producers; that wo are doing 
nothing for the fctrmm·s. Is not this irriga­
tion ~rheme being carricci out in the 
interests of the farmers? I take it that it 
is. Not only are we carrying out that irri­
gation <SCheme in the interests of tht> 
farmers, but we have also established an 
experimental farm there. vVhen I was up 
there the other dav, I noticed that several 
acres had been cleared, and the part to oo 
played by an experiment farm and its rcla­
tioa to the larger issues involved in the main 
irrigation sdremCJ is fully realised, and it is 
proposed to demonstrate the several 
methods of applying water e<'onomically tc;. 
various crops in addition to sugar so as to 
encourage general agriculture) not only on 
the Burdekin but also in other dietricts, thus 
inducing farmers to grow many crops that 
are now brought. as fodder from the South, 
sueh as chaffs of various kinds, potatoes. etc. 
The idea of this experimental farm is to, 
demonstrate to the farmers that sonwthing 
else besides sugar-cane can ·be gro\Yn there. 

Mr. MoRGAN: What is the estimated cost 
of the Inkerman scheme? 

Mr. COLLINS : The estimated cost, if I 
remember rightly, is about £150,900. It, iE­
a long way from complctron, owme;: to the 
lack of material. The water supply rs there. 
and the work they are doing there is good 
work. In fact, it would pay the hon. mem­
ber for Murilla to make a trip up there, 
because it would show him that work is being 
done there that I <tm told is not being done 
in any other part of Australia. That is the 
work in connection with the concrete 
cylinders which are being made on the spot, 
and which are being put into the wells after 
they are made. I believe it is the first 
industry of its kind in the Comm;mwealth. 
It is a splendid work, and I am satrsfied that 
when it is completed we me going to get 
splendid results. But we are told that we 
are doing nothing for the farmers. I have· 
to speak of these things in order to make 
known to my electors what we are really 
doing. 

Mr. MoRGAN: They do not know them­
selves. 

Mr. COLLINS: They do not know what 
legislation we put on the statute-book unl.ess 
it is made known to them by men hkP 
mvsclf, because the newspapers do not report 
it." The papers that support hon. members 
sitting onposite, such as the "Townsvil)e 
Bulletin "-one of the most Tory rags m 
North Queensland-do not report it. I want 
to make known to the farmers in my 
electorate that we have plac<ed on the 
statute-book an amendment of the Co-opera­
tive Agricultural Production Act. and I arn 
going to make known what they can get 
under that Act. Thev can get np to £200' 
for the purchase of dviry cattle, and have 
seven years in which to repay it. They can 
get £50 for the purchase of pigs, vnd havo 
three vears in which to repav it. Thev can 
uct £200 for the \)Ul'chasc of sheep, and h'lVG 
two years in which to repay it. And thev 
can get £150 for the erection of silos. an<i' 
have five years in which to pay it. That is' 
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,,omcthing th·at is being done to increas2 
lH"oduction. \Vhen 1 was addressing tho 
.l'ro,crpine farmers last April, I told them 
that, they \vanted to go in for something else 
bc~ides growing sugar-cane, ,because it is the 
second "ettest di~trict in Queensland, if not 
the second wettest district in Australia, and 
I am satisfied that H is a district that is \\ell 
suited to dairying. I am satisfied that as 
soon as the North Coast Ruilway is com­
pleted, and the people have an easy method 
of getting there, that the land in a11d around 
Prosorpino vvill be ru~hetl. bocaul'e dr{Jught is 
unknown in that part of Queensland. 'J,,,n. 
again, -what about our Regulation of Suga:· 
Gano Prices Act? The sugar-cane growers 
for the years 1916, 1917, and 1918. owing to 
that piece of legislation, benefltcd to the 
extent of £8(9.881. That is a fai rl,, large 
amount, and we all know that if \\ e had not 
passed that Act that the farnwn would not 
have benefited to that extent. rrhe figures 
for 1919 arc not yet available. As one repre­
senting a large sugar-gro,ving district. I was 
very pleased to retld the remarks on page 12 
<Of the Treasurer's Statement in regard to 
3ugar. I:Io ,, ays-

" The sugar season of 1918 promised 
fayourably, but crclonic disturbances. 
frost. and drought all advcrselv affected 
the cane. with the result that· the pro­
duction for that year was much dimin­
ished. The 1919 season now closing 
ag·ain shows the effects of th€~0 visita­
tions, and it is certain that over 100,000 
tons of sugar must be imported to supply 
Australia's ro(]uirements until the next 
crop is available. 

"R"cognising that the conditions are 
such that the producers are entitled to 
an increased price for their product, the 
Govornn1ent are negotiating with the 
Commonwealth authorities with the 
obj cct of securing an increased price for 
raw sugar. \Vithout any desire to 
impose on the consumer, and disclaiming 
any wish for present world's parity­
}H'ovidcd we receive duo recognition 
when or if the world's prices decline­
this Go,-ernmcnt stand for increased pro­
duction, and to make Australia self-sup­
porting-and an increased price and a 
stabilised ougar policy are vital factors 
in this connection-as well as fer the 
permanent si'ttlcmcnt of a whitr; popula­
tion along our northern coastal belt." 

I am one of those who htts made a special 
stud.t· of the incmnc tax returns, and no one 
during 1ny political career or ('YCTI when I 
''vas <Jll organiser has cYcr heard r:1c ~ qy 
thHt the farn1c~rs were in a prosperous con­
dition, b"canso I know thev aro not. I know 
that last voar only a littJe over 4_000 paid 
income tax. and I know that thoro are 
26,00') farmers and fruitgrowers in the Stat 
of QLtccnsland. There arc over 5,000 sugar­
grow~rs in the State of Queensland, and I 
asked the 'I'rc.asurer the other day how many 
of those sugar-growers paid ineomc tax, 
and I am Y(')l'Y anxious for the inforrnation. 
I am satisfied~ in my own rnind that there 
were not over 2.000 · who paid income tax, 
and if that is so wo ha,·e 3.000 sugar-growers 
in Queensland who earn loss than £200 a 
ypar. Tho argument is that they are not 
getting sufficient for their ra'v sugar, and 
the rrrcasurer, on hehalf of this Govcrnment1 

is carrying- on nl~gotiations with the Con1-
!tlonwealth GO\-ernmcnt with a view to 
getting a bett"r price for the raw sugar, 
which will mean a better price for the 

caneg;1 O\H'r. Then 'YP -::1 re told that l\TC~ are 
do.iug ur;tltilJc;- fer rhc farmer. As I have 
said bdore:' the principal agricultural 
j1,1dust~·5T ln Queensland _is ~ugar-growing. 
lhat 1s eo far as the cultnatwn of the soil 
goes, and during the Federal elections I 
peomised that I would do all I could in 
that direction, and I intend to carry out that 
prornise. 

Mr. SIZER: They gave you a shaking up. 

Mr. COLLINS: I have had a shaking up 
before. I have been put in Parliament and 
put out of J:'arli,mcnt and no one heard me 
cry. I m"de the best of it. I eventually 
returned to Parliament and not very many 
men can say that. 

I rlo not intend to say anything in con­
nection with the Kalamia sugar-mill, as I 
understand that there is a law case pending, 
and I Will have to a\Yalt further develop­
nlcnt, The l(alamia. sugar-gro,vers have not 
bc·L'n trc a toe! as they. ought to have been 
treated by the Australian Estates and Mort­
gage Company, and the Government were 
fmced to take over the mill during the crush­
mg se,ason so that the growers would not bs 
ruined altog<>thcr. I am very pleased that 
the mill was taken over under 'a clause move·d 
in this House by myself. So at goes to show 
vve ar·e trying to assist the growers. 

Yir. SMITH: That Act has been of great 
advantage to them. 

Ylr. COLLINS: Of course it has been of 
great advantage to them. Coming back to 
our railways. A member of the Opposition 
saJd the other dav that we had increased 
the freights and fU:res-which, I understand 
we have done. If we increased the land ta~ 
members opposite would squeal and lie about 
that. as they generally do, and say it was 
a tax on the small farmer, although I have 
praYed over and over again that it is not 
but that it is a tax on the large landowner' 
It is quite true we have increased the income 
tax on the higher incmnc~. I am not going 
to apologise for having done that. As I 
have pointed out before, the pastoralists of 
QueE 1sland take one-seventh of the total 
amount of the wealth produced in Queens­
land, and what is wrong with making that 
kind of people pay up. They ought to pay 
up e1ncl look cheerful. They ar·e quite cheer­
ful when they arc over at the Queensland 
Club drinking first-class champagne, and I 
hope they will remain cheerful when they 
aro filling in their incorne tax returns, 
reali~ing that thi::; is a Governn1ent ';vhich 
puts the taxation on the right shoulders-the 

,_,althy people-and makes them fulfil their 
duties to the State so long as thi6 system of 
L'xploitation lasts which allows one man to 
exploit 1nany men~a system which we hope 
to abolish as tirnc go0s on. Now. in n"'gard 
to our railways, what do I find 'I At page 
59 of his report, the Auditor-G·eneral says 
that thc increase in wages to railway 
employees during the last two years 
amou~ted to £550,049. That is good work 
·done for the railwa.v employees. The money 
is not lost. it is still in the State. As far 
0s I know. money is not lost which stops 
m the country and only changes hands for 
tho time being. In my opinion this is the 
best Government the workers of Queensland 
have ever se<·n. and I hope they will realise 
that. I am going to quote again from the 
Auditor-General's report in r·efercncc to the 
depositors in our State Savings Bank, 
because it is Yery interesting. He says the 
balance to credit of depositors at 1st July, 
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1918, was £13,498,437 ls. lOd. On 13th June, 
1919, the amount was £14,322,146 2s. 5d. TlHl 
numbDr of depositors in 1918 was 242,483 and 
the number in 1919 was 261,902, an increase 
of 19,419. The increase in the amount of the 
deposits was £823,709 Os. 7d. That is ruin in 
the right direction. That is a sign that thB 
right people are getting hold of a little 
of the wealth of the nation. One in every 
three of the community has a deposit. I 
woultl like to see more of them have a 
deposit in the SaYings Bank, for tho reason 
that it is from that bank we make advances 
to settlers. It is just as well for the settlers 
to realise that. It is from that source of 
income that we will be able to settl.e more 
and more men on the land. I am ono of 
those who bolieYo that to a large extent the 
solution of the labour problem lies in getting 
more and more people to be cultivators of 
the soil. I have no hesitation, in addressing 
industrial centres, in telling them to get on 
the land, to get away from being wag·e 
slaves. 

:VIr. MoRGAX : TheY do not take your 
advice. • 

Mr. COLLI:\'S: Some of them do. I 
notice the hon. member for Murilla doesn't 
always take my advice. If ho did ho would 
bo far more radical than he is. (Laughter.) 
I have alwavs believed in the doctrine of 
work. \Vhen'I was a boy I read a pamphlet 
on the doctrine of work. I would not have 
been in Parliament to-day had it not been 
for the hard work I ditl. I preached to the 
industrialists that there is no such thing as 
the m!llenmum. I do not belienc in the 
millennium. There \vi1l ne•.~er be a 1ni1lcnniunt. 
Life vvill be one continual struggle aiming 
higher, higher, and yet again higher. rrhat is 
what I believe in. I belieYe in the evolu­
tion of man. I have occupied a position in 
connection with the industrial movement for 
a number of years. I have been a member 
of a union since the year 1886-a fairly long 
time. Very few members in this Chamber 
can boast of having beon connected with 
unionism right away back to 1886. I believD 
there is one member sitting on this side of 
the House, the member for Musgrave, who 
can go away back to 1874. I am very proud 
of that hon. member. I have always preached 
that there is no success outside work. Having 
been an organiser in this State for some 
time, and having <;)rganised for the A.L.F., 
the A.W.A., and the A.W.U., I want to 
tell my f.cllow unionists outside Parliament 
that if we are going to achieve success there 
must be discipline, discipline, discipline. I 
want to tell them that those were the words 
which were preached by the Russian Prime 
Minister, Lenin, ·during the Russian revolu­
tion, both in Moscow and Petrograd-that 
if they were to succeed, there must be 
discipline, di~cipline, discipline. There is 
no need for us to have a revolution in 
Queensland or in Australia. but the indus­
trialists must learn that gospel of discipline 
if we ne going to succeed. It is they who 
draw up the platform on which I hav~ been 
elected. vYhat is thD uec of their sending 
rno into Parlian1cnt to advocate a certain 
linP of action if they themselves arc going 
to rat upon that which they haYe sent me 
in to adYocate. I told them that in Proser­
pine- in April, in addressing the Australian 
\Y orlmrs' Union. I am not afraid of my 
scat, if some hon. members opposite think 'r 
am. I would sooner be out of Parliament 
than sacrifice the principles of a lifetime. 
·.(Hear, hear !) There are other men sitting 
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here who are of the same belief as my,elf,. 
like the hoo. member for lYiundingburra, who 
fought many a forlorn hope before he 
occupied a scat in this House. I. want to 
say to the industrialists that we who helped 
to pioneer the war had just as much courag•J 
in our day as they possess to-day, and mac· 
be iu many cases a great deal m:)re. The 
moYement was not as popular in those days 
as it is now. \Ye had to put our backs up 
against the ''\'all on many an occasion lJ.nd 
fight on, believing that what we adncated .. 
was right, bclicYillg that it was true. l ctill 
believe that it is true. I still believe that 
it is right. I ha Ye said in this IIoLh0 b fur·' 
that i1i my opinion direct action is a f:urn1· 
of atavis1n, or in othC'r words it js a thrC\\ 
back. If the arbitration hwcl of tnis State· 
arc wrong, let the indu.-,trirdists rut thf'i1~· 
finger upon the portion of the Arbitration 
Act that is wrong and g~..:t it l'l~.ilicdi; ll 
through this Parliarne~t or ~hrour~h c1 hc-1~ 
Parliaments, not go back into the wilder­
ness. In rrn: o'\vn electorate I was denounced, 
not by the" Tory party, but by men, as a. 
parasite, as a bloodsucker. They haYe no 
time for political action at all. I told one 
young fellow, "Neither have I any time for 
you. I have my doubts whether you are not 
being paid by our opponents." 

[4.30 p.m.] 
I wish that every industrialist would read' 

Jack London's "Iron Heel," in which he, 
shows how, in the industries of America 
when the forces of capitalism cDuld not attack 
the industrialists from the front, they honey­
combed the unions with their spies and 
informers and so .helped to destroy them in. 
that way. I believe that is what is going on 
here in the State of Queensland to-day. 
Everything is being done to discredit this 
Labour Government, who have been true to 
their principles and their pledges. As I 
have said, I believe in the gospel of work. 
'\Yhen a young man I read " Sartor Resartus" 
b:: Carlyle, and I remember this passage-

" It is not because of his toils that I 
lament foD the poor. We must all toil 
m' steal (howsoever wo namo our steal­
ing), which is worse; no· faithful workman 
finds his task a pastime." 

We must all toil or steal, and although some· 
men whom I meet claim that we are para­
sites, I say that so long as society says that 
it must have laws to govern it, I am working· 
just as hard in delivering this speech as a 
manual worker. Maybe it is taking mor<o 
out of me than another kind of work took 
out of me when I used to swing the pick 
and wield the shoYel. I claim that, so long· 
as society has said that· there shall be 
seventy-two membera to govern the State of 
Queenc.land, we are working just as hard in 
the direction of good government, no matter 
on what side we sit, as the man who works 
in the railway cutting or the man who stands 
on the footplate or follows his calling in 
the factory, or the shop, or in the field. 
(Hear, hear !) \\7 o want people to realise 
this-that there is no short cut to reform, 
there is no magic about it; that you cannot 
reform society by a wave of the hand. As I 
said b;·fore, I am a believer in the law of 
evolution. People will progress just as fast 
a·> they develop their thinking powers. 
This Labour Government have been true 
to their pledges, and it is just as 
well that our people, who go to make up• 
the great mass of the people outside, 
should realise that. We have broken no· 
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r,lank of tlw platform; we have adhered to 
the platform. they have laid down. 'rhey 
are the makers of it, and if it is not what 
they think it ought to be they have the power 
to alter it. The tin1c has con1c when there 
has to be some plain speaking in connection 
with this matter-plain speaking to our own 
people-lest we go into the wilderness. They 
had a Labour Government in South Aus­
tralia, and we all know that after a time 
they went into the wilderness, and they are 
in the wildernP~S still. If the working popu­
lation of Queensland wish this Government 
b remain in power, they must do justice 
by this Government. 

l\1r. SrzER: They do not want your Govern­
ment. 

Mr. COLLINS : They do want our Govern­
ment; but I believe that some of those m. en 
are subsidised to preach these damnable 
doctrines. 

GoVERl'i}lENT 11E}1BERS : Hear, hear ! 
11r. SrzEH: They arc supposed to vote 

against you. 

l\fr. COLLIXS: They do not vote. They 
deliberately go to the ballot-box and destroy 
their votes. They have told me that they 
were going to do that. So what good are 
they to us? 

;'\ow, I want to say a word about State 
enterprises. I hold in my hand the report of 
the Trade Con1rnissioner, and, in my opinion, 
it is one of the hest reports that have over 
been presented to Parliament. It is one of 
those reports of which it may be said that 
he who runs may read. The gentleman who 
compiled the report deserves a word of 
credit for the way in which he has done it. 
It is a report that is readable, and I want 
to say to the Government that if I had my 
way I would have a copy of that report 
placed in the hands of every elector in 
Queensland. That is the only way in which 
we can combat the untruths told by the party 
opposite from time to tim.e. Had a copy 
of this report been in the hands of every 
elector in Australia, I venture to sav that 
we would have had a different result of the 
elections. 

Mr. SrzEn: Surely you would not use public 
money for political propaganda ! 

Mr. COLLINS : That is not using money 
for political propaganda. That is to let 
the people know the truth. Is the hon. 
member ashamed of the truth? I heard the 
hon. member for Carnarvon making out a 
balance-shoot last night. He was trying to 
belittle this State. W c all know how they 
boasted about the splendid work done hy our 
soldiers in Europe, and we all know, too, 
that if you are going to build up a great 
nation you must give them good food. I 
take it that the reason that those soldiers 
were so good was that they were fed on 
good beef and good mutton. Owing to the 
high prices that exist to-day. the consump­
tion per head of meat has fallen in a few 
years by 118 lb. In other words, you have 
lowered the standard of comfort by the 
high prices you have charged for meat. 
\Vhat care I what the Englishman pays for 
his meat, or the Irishman. or the Scotchman, 
or the Welshman, or the man on the Con­
tinent, or the American likewise? All I am 
concerned about is what the people of 
Queensland pay. 

:\1r. SrzBn: What about the brotherhood of 
man? 

Mr. COLLINS: It fits in quite well with 
the brotherhood of man. The hon. member 
understands very little about the brotherhood 
of man. The Governments of Europe, 
which were all capitalistic Governments, did 
not believe in the brotherhood of man when 
they cut each other's throats. 

Mr. SIZER: They did not profess to do so, 
but you do. 

Mr. COLLINS: You had the greatest war 
in all history when you slaughtered 10,000,000 
of the bone and sinew of Europe. The 
brotherhood of man ! Cease your prating 
about the brotherhood of man. The only 
hope for the brotherhood of man is the 
Labour party. I say again that what I am 
concerned about is what the people of 
Queensland are paying for their meat. Hon. 
members opposite are not concerned about 
the people of Queensland. vVhat they are 
concerned about is putting big profits into 
the pockets of a few of the people of Queens­
land who own the bulk of the capital of 
Queensland. I remember that during the 
election contest the Townsville " Bulletin" 
said that we were going to take ono little 
strawberry cow, and they tried to win the 
election on that. This report of the Trade 
Commissioner should be circulated by the 
thousands throughout the State. What 
would be wrong in that? The people need 
to know· what is really going on in Quepns­
land. I heard one hon. member talking 
about production, production, production! I 
believe in production, and Australian pro­
duction has not fallen off, During the past 
nine years the total production of wealth 
in Australia increased by £109,000,000. 
Somebody must be working; there is no going 
slow as some people would try to make out. 
From 1914 to 1917, the years of the war, our 
production increased by £74,020,000. These 
are not my figures, they arc Knibbs's figures. 
They are there in your library for people 
to look at them, and hon. members who cry 
out about increased production should know 
what they are really talking about. 

Mr. SPENCER (Jiaranoa), who was 
received with cheers, said: The hon. member 
who has just sat down said :he represented 
one of the most important districts of Queens­
land. I am going to speak also on behalf 
of one of the most important districts of the 
State, or the most important, and I hope 
that if I say anything to hurt the feelings 
of my friend the hon. member for Car­
narvon, he will not get up and rise to a point 
of order as he did yesterday. I was very 
much interested in the speech of the last 
hon. member, particularly in what he said 
about the extremists. I quite agree that if 
they are going to get control of the unions 
they are going to ruin the unions and Queens­
land also. 

Mr. T. FOLEY: There was more in his 
speech than that, you know. 

Mr. SPENCER: I am afraid that latterly 
the extremists ha vo got control of the 
Government in this State. The recent elec­
tion in Maranoa showed that the electors 
there have condemned the Government; and 
the reason for their condemnation is that 
thov have lost confidence in them and have a 
feeling of insecurity. In the first place, the 
Government have commandeered their meat 
at 3d. a lb .. although the real value is 4J:'d. 
per lb. ; and, in the next place, the Govern­
ment are going to repudiate the terms of 
their contracts with the pastor..] tenants in 
regard to the rents of their holdings. Any 
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Government that would do a t.hing of that 
kind is not deserving of the confidence of 
the people. lf thoro is one thing more than 
auothor that the people want it is to have 
confidence in and respect for the Govorn­
rnent in povvcr. 

'J'ho hon. member for Bowen said that the 
seizing of the meat was quite a correct thing 
to do in order to give the people cheap meat. 
I want to know by what process of reasoning 
the Government can justify their action in 
seizing meat at 3d. per lb. when the proper 
value is 4~d. per lb.? If you are going to 
treat the producers in the country in that 
way, you will soon kill all production. The 
hon. member said that the action of the 
Government only affected the owners of big 
herds of cattle. I am going to prove that 
that is not so, but that their action affected 
the small man quite as much as the owner 
of a big herd. According to the latest 
reutrns from the Roma police district, the 
number of holders of cattle who own under 
300 head is over 500, w.hereas th11re are only 
«even or eight who own over 400 head. Now, 
whom does the action of the Government 
affect there? Tho small man. 'l'he small 
men in that district carry on mixed farming. 
If it were not for the few head of c:tttle 
they own they would not be able to meet 
their bills at the end of the year. That is 
part of their living. So you see that the 
seizing of the beef by the Government affects 
the small man just as much as it affects the 
big mrtn, beca.use it reduces the value of 
uttle all round. 

The people of Maranoa have shown pretty 
plainly that they arc not srttisfied with t.hc 
Mlministration of the Government in regard 
to the soi,ing of the boo£. and also in regard 
to the proposals for repudiating the terms 
of pa5toral leases. Such a policy should be 
nnworthy of the Labour party. Their policy 
i~ to do a\va.y \vith private ownership, and 
E1ev say that everything should belong to 
the' State; but that is one thing that every 
thrifty, honest working man is opposed to. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Do you advocate 
closing the State butd1er's shop in Roma? 

'\'l:r. SPENCER: No; but at that shop the 
people have to pay 2d. per lb. more than 
the people are paying in Brisbane. In our 
rEstrict the frtrrncrs used to sell their cattle 
to the local butchers and get a good price 
for them. '!'\ ow there is no market for them 
at all. The GoYernment have done a1vay 
with that markG!·, and the brrners showed 
pretty plainly by their votes at the recent 
election that they did not approve of the 
"ction of tlw Government in that respect. 
Let me tell hon. members a little about the 
administration of the State butcher's shop 
in Roma. During Christmas we0k the 6hop 
C'lO':'Pd on \VcdnPsda,y '~fternoon, and no one 
copl<! get a. bit of meat there until the 
follcnYing iVIonduy morning. 

A GovERN:•1EKT ME,IBER: Threy did the 
sarnc in Brisbane. 

Mr. SPENCER: Had it not been for the 
private butcher, who opened on the Satur­
-day morning, they wonld have stan-ed at the 
wcok end. It i >1ll very well for we>11lhv 
membns of Parliament drawing their £500 a 
vea1· as thev can afford to lay in a stock 
~f e~tablc ·but fm; the unfortunate people 
who have only <Cnough to h:. in snppliec fr<>'Jl 
day t·o day it iB a diffcr0nt matter, and this 
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action of the State shop causor;! a lot of 
trouble in Roma. 

Mr. GLEDSON : If you had your way the 
people there would have to pay 2€. a lb. for 
their meat. 

Mr. SPENCER: If the Government are 
going to take the ea ttle of the primary pro­
ducers at the price tney are now paying in 
order to supplY cheap meat to the people 
who are non-producers, then it is going to 
be a very destructive policy for this country. 
I contend that no Government has a right 
to take beef awav from the owners of cattle 
at less than its 'fair market value. Surely 
to gocdness the producer is entit],,d to the 
world's price for his produce ! If you do 
a way with that princi pie you will kill all 
production. 

I ant glad to see that son1e s1nall reli(~f is 
going to be given to the srnall rnan in ('onuec­
tion \\'ith advanees fron1 the State land tax. 
The maxi~11um amount is beiug rai· ',J from 
£300 to £750; but I certainly think th·::t~ the 
GoYennnf~nt ought to ntakc a furth.__•: C'·JllC'r>;.;­
sion and C'harge no ].and tax on ;vhat rnay lH_' 
called a living area. On anything over a 
living area the land tax might be imposed; 
but certainly a farmer or a small landowner 
should be: entitled to have a living area 
without being subject to the payment of 
land tax. T.he land tax is one of the most 
iniquitons taxes we have got. Some people 
think it is a good tax, but I think it is any­
thing but that, and certainly it tends materi­
ally to increase the cost of living. The shop· 
keeper~ in Queen street are supposed to 
pay thi~ tax, but in reality it is the con­
sumer who pays it, and it is passed on to the 
unfortunate primary producers, who cannot 
pass it on. In the same way the man w.ho 
m,ns a number of properties which he !eh 
passes the land tax on to his tenants. 

I have no objection to the income tax. 
bf:('ausc it is only a fair thing that the nw n 
who gets a fair incomP should pay so1ncthing 
in the of taxntion. I \\·oul·d suggc'st. 
hoV\'C\'' r in 1nakino· out your inco1nc• 
tax rd.n;·n \on shoni-rl he allo·,·ed 'to deduct th.· 
amonnt paid in the Federal income tax. What 
would IH' thought of a man who made out 
his proflt and loss account at the end of the 
vcar and did not crcr:lit himself with the 
~mount he paid in Federal incmne tax? I 
certainlv think that the Federal income tax 
is a legitimatP deduction in connection with 
the State income tax. 

The Government have indulged in a great 
dt~al of boasting about the af"6istanee giyen 
to soJdirr ::;ctt1ernf'nt in QntH)ns1and. They 
da1m thnt 111or8 ussi:;;tance i.s giv~ n hcrr• th~u1 
in any other State. ..\s a matter of fact, 
the Conditions arc v·orsc here than in 
anv other Shtc. \Ve have a soldier,' 
settlement in rnv district. and I kuow a good 
de<J.l about it. , A certain area is rr~e;.,.,,<] 
for the soldiers. but they cannot get a free­
hold. If a soldier wants a freehold. I c r­
tainly think he ought to be able to get it. A 
great many people have a srntimonta1 pre 
ferenco for a freehold tenure. and thev like 
t.o have their titlo .deeds in their llOHP~~in;l. 
Therefore. I think that soldiers <'ngbt to 
able to get a freehoJ.d if they m·ef0r it. Y<'c 
the'e <J.reas are all onencd under the JJC''· 
petual leosehold tenure. The maximn•Tl 
area whif'h can he held lw anv soldi·'r 
is 1,280 acres. Some of this la.nd is ~0 a>Jd 25 
n1iles from a railway, and anyone 1-vl1o know.;; 
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.anything about Queensland knows that out 
in thoee \V estern districts it is not possible 
:to 1nako a living on 1,280 acres. Tht~:-e i-s a 
chance on land close to a railwav. where it 
is possible to use the land for dairving· and 
mixed farrning; but when you ha ye~ to go 20 
'"' 25 miles from a railwav it is utterlv 
impossible for any rnan to m"ako a living 0~1 
>mch a small area as 1.280 acres. The earn­
ing capacity of 1.280 acres the!'O is only 
about sixty head of cattle, and ~-ou can only 
carry about 100 head by ring·barking·. so that 
men taking up land there have not got a 
fair chance of success. Another oi.Jjection­
able provision is that thcv cannot sell their 
land. They have a perpetual lcasehold 
tenure, and they cannot sell the land r.t all 
for five years, and at the end of the five 
years they can only sell to a returned 
soldier. Supposing an unfortunate soldie1· 
works on his land for two or three vears. 
and finds it impossible to make a livi,;rr, all 
his hard work and expenditure of n~oney 
goes for nothing. Unless he can find .anothe.r 
returned soldier to take the land off his 
hands the "·hole thing goes to the State. 
Certainly our soldiers shoul·d be treated 
better than that. If there is .anvbodY in this 

·COuntry who Ought to be treat~d well. it is 
the returned soldiecs. We all owe them a 
debt of gratitude that we can never repav. 
and the least we can do is to giye the;n 
ever,v assistance to enablfl thcn1 to become' 
successful settlers on the land. At the end 
of ten years they m<Iy sell their holdings to 
·anyone who is not a returned soldier, but 
eyen in that case thev are restricted to the 
landless man. These· restrictions pncticall.v 
prohibit them from selling thei1· land at all, 
,ancl the 111an who finds after ~or..;.1e yca;s that 
he cannoc make a li,-ing ha•· to ,~·alk awa~­
and leaYe the whole lot to the State. I 
·dare say an alteration can be made in this 
Tcspect later on, when it is found that these 
wen want to dispose of their land, and I 
hope that the Labour partv will be liberal 
€DOugh to give them something in return 
for their yeah of labour. 

Then, with reference to the income tax, I 
'hope the Government will allow a deduction 
of the amount paid for Federal tax. There 
is one thing in regard to the soldiers' settle­
ment that I want to complain about. There 
is a ;;dtlcment at what is known as the 61-
Mile Siding. There wero some sheds built 
there for them, but for some reason or other. 
just before the election, a notice came that 
·the siding was to be removed 6 miles further 
on. All the buildings were pulled down and 
·sent t.Q another part of the line, and these 
unfortunate men had to go 6 miles further 
on to get their goods. I believe that. since 
then, further instructions have been given to 
put the buildings back on the 61-Mile Sid­
ing, but I am not sure. 

With regard to land settlement. \Ye know 
that land is not being settled as it should 
bo. I ·do not think that anv Government 
bas ever given the assistance 'to land settle­
ment which they should have done. I am 
not blaming this GDvernment altogether. 
Men are being driven into the citv everv 
day. instead of being induced to take up 
land. \Ve should make land settlement more 
attractive, Ro as to induce n1cn to take up 
1and on which they can make a living. How 
are we goin'l' to do this • I have had a 
good deal of Pxpcrience in land settlement 
in the \V est. The Government should appoint 
a practical ma·n wbo knows what is a living 
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area in each district for farming or cattle 
ur shl~cp raising, and fix on a suitable area, 
and then assist n1en iu regard to irnprove­
lnents. Out in that ri1nber country, one Jf 
tlw most important improvements, and ono 
>xhic~l will give the biggest return is ring­
barklllg'. The Gm·ernment might put the 
unemployed to improve the pub lie estate by 
ringbarking it. It would cost perhaps 1s. 6d., 
2s., or 3s. per acre. They could clear 
hundreds and thousands of acres of land 
during· the proper tin1e for ringbarking, say 
fn;m February to J·une, and give the men a 
pnce whwh would allow them good wages. 
and l'C~0rYe all timber suitable for buildi:n()" 
'and fencing. and also all edible tree; and 
shrubs. The interest on the cost c>f tlwse 
impronm10nts could be added to the l'l'nt. 
Anyone V<ho knows anything about land 
scttlcnwnt knows that timber land which is 
worth l~d. per acre as grazing land. would 
be worth 3d. or 4d. per acre if ringbarked. 
There is no irn·estment which would give 
a greater return than ringbarking·. I say 
that a lot of this land should be improved 
before the settler goes on it. · 

Provision should further be made for water, 
either by sub-artesian bores or by large 
tanks. so that the selectors, in a time of 
drought, would be able. by going 3 or 4 
mile's. to get permanent water for their 
stock. The losses of stock this voar have 
b0en cntirctv due to ,yant of ~~rai:-er, n1any 
sele.-.tors ha Ying had to <art \Vater 5 or 6 
mile~. If the GoYernmcnt would make 
proYision for \Vater for se1€'ctor~. I a1n 
certain that land settlement would be more 
succe2Sfu!, and it would be Yerv much better 
for thP country. ~ 

}1r. BRENNAX: How do you suggest they 
should proceed? 

:\ir. SPE:\'CER: In some parts of the 
country. you could take the water over, say 
tweh·c m· fourteen selections from a sub­
artesian bore, which would result in a large 
saving of stock. On a 1,280-acre selection 
it would cost a settler £500 to put down a 
sub-artesian bore and provide necessary 
tanks, but if the Government would put 
do\Yn a bore sufficient· for ten or twelve 
settlers. it would mean very little extra 
cost to the State, which could be charged 
on to the rent. 

ThPrc is another thing in our district which 
ihe Government ought to give attention to­
that is, the Muckadilla bore. I suppose that 
is the greatest asset in Australia so far ·as 
suffering humanity is concerned. Year after 
year hundreds of people go there with 
rheumatism. practically incurable, and after 
a few monthe, go away cured. 

l'IIr. KIRWAN: It is not well enough 
advertised. 

l\Ir. SPEKCER: It is not well enough 
advertised. If there is anything in the 
countrv that should be a State enterprise, 
it is the Muckadilla bore. This matter has 
been brought before the Government on 
several occasions. but they say they have no 
money to make it a State enterprise. They 
can put up State hotels and buy cattle 
stations, and :vet they have no consideration 
for suffering humanity. A good many unfor­
tunate people g·o there without money to 
pay their board at the hotel, and they are 
turne-d away. I know several men who went 
to the bore to get relief, but the:v had no 
money, and could not get any relief. It is 
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necessarv to have a place for the cure of 
rheumatism and other ailments. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC vVORKS: You do 
not believe in State enterprises. 

:Mr. SPENCER: I am a great believer 
in State enterprise. ,and I a!;1 advocatrng· 
it for the Muckadilla bore. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: But not 
in State butchers' shops. 

::'dr. SPENCER: I believe in State 
butchers' shops, properly managed. I will 
tell vou how the butcher's shop is managed 
in Rorna. They have not g-ot a horse and 
cart to take the bone1 a·way. They are 
pavincr 20s. per week for the use of the 
ho;···e band cart. They give the offal to a 
man to feed his pigs on. The horse and 
cart is brought back to Roma, and as they 
have not got a shed to put it in, they pay 
another mctn 12s. 6d. for the use of a shed 
to put the horse and cart in. 

:Mr. BREKKAK: \Vhy should the~· have a 
shed if they have not a horse and cart? 

Mr. SPENCER: It is one of the conditions 
that tho Government shall keep the horse 
and cart under shelter. There is an electric 
light company at· Roma, and the manager 
of the butcher's shop went to the manager 
of the company and c_skcd what the CO' t 
of installing the electric power to run the 
mincing n1achinc and refrigerating chan1ber, 
and supply electric light, would be. The 
manu gcr offered to do it for £3 per week. 
The matter was referred to tlw Government. 
but the~~ said, " No. 1Nt~ 1nust haYP our own 
engine and cng-ine-clriYcr," and it is 1~ov._, 
costing about £8 per week to supply the 
<~lcctric povvcr. 

A GovER:'D!EXT 1\lE}JBER: Does not tlw 
11";Qllagcr hin:sclf drive that? 

Mr. SPE:'-JCER: Do you people believe in 
hYo jobs for ono man? Sometimes Hw 
1nanngcr does drive it. but he n1ust neglect 
his bu,,inPss in the shop, or neglect the 
engine: onn or the other. It is ag-ainst 
the principles of the hon. n1ctnLer'~ party 
to let one man have, two jobs. The Secretary 
for Public Works asked me if I \vas in 
favour of State entcrpri:;:e. I have no 
objection to State ·enterpri'f'. The ra,ilways 
and the post offices a re State enterprises : 
thev are public utilitie'. Take l\1ount 
Hutton station, which I know something 
a bout. became it is in tn'' district. The 
Government boug-ht Mount ·r-Intton. after 
two ye~trs' drought, on a book n1ustcr, 
paid for it in debentures. \Vhen the cattle 
were mustered, there were about 4.000 short. 
The Government, ,,old the cattle. The agree. 
ment for the sale of the cattle was ono of 
the most one-sided agTPf'ments I eYcr saw 
in m,· life: the advantage was all on the 
side of the purchaser. A Crmvn officer 
inspf'CtPd. and ~vet the agrcon1ent \Vas a1l in 
favour of the pm·chaser. The Government 
rm,ld not ,rkliver the number of cattle, so 
I believe the purchaser received from the 
Government £3.700 as compensation for 
breach of contract. Th(",· delivered the 
cattle about Febrnarv of last vear. but for 
some reason or oth0r" thcv kept alf the men 
on: theY vvero f'Unposed to be n1ustering 
cattle till about ,Tul:v. but during- that time 
thev Qonld not muster enoug·h cattle to keep 
the stockmen going who were riding about 
t1v-.. station. 

[5 p.m.] 
Mr. F. A. CoOPER: \\'ould you recommend 

the dismissal of tho State servants who recom­
mended the purchase of that station? 

[ .il1 r. Spencer. 

::Vlr. SPENCER: Woul·d it do anv good: 
if I did? I now come to another matter, 
the Roma oil bore. As hon. members know, 
the oil bore at Roma was put down some 
months ag-o when an obstruction occurred, and 
nothing has been done eince. I should like 
to know what the Government propose to do 
in connection with the bore. There is a man 
there who is paid a hig.h salary, and no 
work is being done at the present time. I 
believe that some time ago the oil wells of 
Queensland were nationalised-not by the 
present Government, but by the Denham 
Government, I think-and no one was allowed 
to put down a bore to search for oil except 
~he Government. If we are going to get oil, 
we should g-ive a big bonus to the man who 
will discover oil in payable quantities, and 
nationalise the oil afterwards. 

Mr. F. A. CooPER: Do you think the money 
that was spent on the Roma oil bore was 
\Hdl expended? 

l\Ir. SPENCER: I do. The men got down 
3.708 feet, and then an ob6truction occurred. 
It is a most unfortunate thing that we have 
had three bores put down 3, 708 feet, and 
that then an obstruction occurred and the 
work was stopped. I do not know why that 
was. 

I\Ir. F. A. COOPER: That may be due to 
n1oney power. 

Mr. SPEXCER: It may, but I know noth­
ing- about that. In my opinion the Govern­
ment should invite tenders from a well­
boring company to put a bore down to a 
depth of 4.000 feet, and they should offer a 
big reward to the man who will find 
payable oil. 

\Ye have another little place in the Roma 
district which is called a State farm, and 
I am glad to say that we have one of the 
best men in Australia in charg-e of that farm. 
But I ask what about the administration of 
the business? Do you know what wages 
tlwv pay to a man ,,;,ho has a wife and fivp, 
children, and who has to find his own house? 

Mr. F. A. CooPER: I suppose the union 
rate of \Yag-es. 

:\Ir. SPENCER : That man gets £2 lls. 
a week. and has to find himself and keep his 
wife and family 

Mr. STOPFOR~: When was he appointed? 

1'dr SPEXCER: I do not know the date 
of hi's appointment, but it was wi:hin the 
1 t.:.::.. six 1nonths. 

l\fr. \YETR: \Yhy doesn't he join a union? 

::\1r. SPENCER: What union? 
}fr. WEIR: Any union. {Laughter.) 

1\Ir. SPEXCER: We have also some rail­
way \Yorkshops at Roma, to which I sh'?ulcl 
like to make "'}me reference. Some h ttl& 
time ago a meeting was called to consider 
the condition of the railway workshops at 
Roma. I do not propose to read the whole 
of the report of that meeting, but I may give 
the Committee this information. that the 
man in charge of the Locomotive Depart­
ment said-

" Evidence would be given showing th& 
methods in the R-oma shops were out of 
date and inefficient. Thirty·nine years 
ago the shops had been established, and 
there were then two or three engines 
only compnsmg the \V estern traffic. 
There were ten times as many now, 
and they were expected to carry out the 
duties required by thirty locomotives 
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with a plant installed thirty-nine years 
ago. It was absolutely ridiculous and 
absurd. "\Vhen he started in the service 
thirty-live years ago, the method of lift­
ing a locomotiYe was with a screwjack 
at one end and a crane at the other. 
The improvements they wantt-ed were 
such as had been made in the place 
where lw started thirty-five years ago. 
Ho would ask for the w.hole shops to be 
swept aside and new shops built so the 
required work could be done. He 
referred to the evidence taken at Roma 
by the Royal Commission. They might 
think it packed evidence. but it was no 
such thing." 

A Royal Commission was appointed to 
investigate the working of the railways, and 
they made a report upon the subject, but 
that report has been pigeon-holed and· noth­
ing has been done. The Minister for Rail­
ways, when he was up at Roma, promised 
the railway men that he would spend £40,000 
or £50,.000 in building new shops at Roma, 
and I hope that he will not break that 
promise as ho did the promise which he gave 
with regard to increasing the railway fares, 
when he said that rather than penalise the 
unfortunate settlers in the West by increasing 
the railway fares he would have a deficit. 
The locomotive superintendent further said 
at the meeting to which I have referred-

" They might think it packed evidence, 
but it was no such thing. It was given by 
men and officers in the service who had 
a desire to do good work. It was the 
evidence of practical and competent men. 
Ho read an extract from an address to 
the Commercial Travellers' Club by the 
Governor-General, in which he advocated 
more co-operation between the practical 
and theoretical men. That was co-opera­
tion between the men who designed and 
drew and the men who built from the 
drawing and perfected the machinery. 
Queensland could build its own locomo­
tives: and he instanced the importation 
to t.his State of twenty locomoti vcs from 
Leeds, thirteen of which wore delivered 
in packitgeR, and in putting them together 
some had to be scrapped until parts had 
been replaced." 

The report further states that-
" Mr. Bartlctt also urged the neces­

~it~v of in:;talling power \\ hif'h would he 
labour-saving, and also a wheel lathe to 
enable them to cope with the work. They 
had the men, and only wanted the 
nla,chinf'ry. Sinre his arrival in Ron1a, 
twenty-two years ago, only two machines 
-two drilling machines-had been 
installed." 

At ihe same meeting Mr. O'Donoghue said-
" They had advocated these t.hings 

through their union for over three years. 
The shop had been in Roma for thirty­
nine years, and had been for thirty-nine 
vears without an emcrv wheel. At last 
t.hcy had got an emery 'wheel, which had 
now been out of commission about ten 
weeks while waiting the arrival of a 
pnllcey. That emery wheel in the shop 
would save £100 a year in files, apart 
from the laboui' saved. He would like 
to know who was at fault? "\Vho was 
at fault for the ' go slow' they heard so 
much about? Engine wheels were sent 
away to Ipswich on 7th August to be 
turned up and were not back yet." 

That was on the 20th September-
" He would guarantee, with the lathe 

in Roma, to have the wheel~ turned up· 
and the engine ready for running within. 
a week.'' 

Mr. James Lynch said-
" They were present that night, not a& 

railway men, but a' citizens of the town 
who wished to benefit all. They had a 
lot of ' go slow' people in the town and: 
a few on the town council. (Laughter;) 
The• only progressive~ men on the council 
~vcrc the thn~e prcscmt that night. The 
Toowoomba people ho·d g-ot their membc1· 
to ask for the establishmellt of work­
shops. The citizens of Ro;na shorrld take 
advalltagc of Yir. Sim11son's visit. l-Ie V\'aS 

<ti, praetiea1 nl.an) and knew what V\'US 
1-vantcd ln the loron1otivc and n1aintcnance 
departments. He consid€red the Govern .. 
mont yards should be a model to other 
employers. (Hear, hear:) They have had 
a ·complete joiner' for about three years, 
and it had not been put into operation 
yet. (Laughter.) He was glad to see 
the people making united effort. It 
would save the country a lot of money. 
If they had a steam hammer they could 
do a better job than was done at the 
Ipswich workshops. The sinkers at the 
oil bore could have been done hero, an cl 
he believed they would not be hung up· 
there at present, which would have 
saved the country a lot of money. The 
sinker welded at Ipswich shops was a. 
disgrace to any smith." 

Mr. McCiary also spoke, and said that the· 
machinery the men had to work with at 
Roma was utterly obsolete, and that they 
could not expect men to do good work with 
such machinery. 

The railways, as we all know, showed a. 
big deficit for last year. Some hon. me'!'­
bers, I believe, blame the men on the ra!l­
wavs for that de·ficit, but I blame the Govern­
ment. It was ·due to bad administration and 
bad organisation. vYe all know that our 
railways are made the dumping ground for 
the unemployed. If there are any unem­
ployed about they are put on the railways, 
and no wonder they show a deficit. Mr. 
Hunter, the present Agent-General, when he 
was in Roma a short while ago, said-

" During the short time I was acting 
j([inister for Railways I had to put on 
3,000 men at unproductive work." 

Just fancy a practical Labour Government 
being in power and having- to put unem­
ployed on to unproductive work ! It shows 
that the loss on the railways to a large extent 
is the fault of the Gove·rnment. A Labour 
Government, with their practical knowledge 
of labour, should have put the unemployed 
on to reprod11ctivc works, such as improving 
the public estate. 

}1r. Gmm: Cutting- prickly-pear. 

Mr. SPEC\C~EH.: Yes: cutting prickly­
pear, and a] so ringharking in the Sf':lSon. The 
hcJn. m ern ber for Toowoom ha knows as n1nch 
about improving the country as anyone, and 
he knows that no improvement you can 
make will give such a good return for the 
money expended as ringbarking. That i. 
what I want the Government to do. Put 
the unemployed on to do ringbarking, so as 
to make large areas ready for the settler. 
The train service we get out in the West i& 

Mr. Spencer.] 
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shameful. \Vhen I came to Brisbane the 
other night it was pitiful to see the way 
the unfortunate people were crowded in the 

, carriages. In the \V est there is more traffic 
than eYcr before, yet we have, only two 
trains a week, while formerly we had four 
'trains a week, and previous to that six trains 
a week. Surely the people in the, West 
desen-e a little more consideration and should 
have better conveniences when travelling. 
I am sorry to se·e that among the railway 
employees there are a number of extremists. 
As the Premier says, the extremists have got 
in amongst these men, and I was very ple,ased 
to read what the Premier said a.t Cairns the 
other day with regard to the extremists: 
that they must be got out of the Australian 
\Vorkero' Union. There is no doubt that 
the, extremists are trying to get control of 
the Australian \Vorkers' Union, and this 
Government will have to be very careful to 
see that the extremists do not get control of 
the unions and thereby control them. The 
peopk in my district were very pleased when 
there was a change in the Premiership, and 
I really think it was an act of Providence 
that ~lr. Ryan did not get a majority at the 
Federal elections and thereby be put in 
<eharge of Australia. I may say that the 
people of Queensland have much more con­
fidence in the present Premier. 

Mr. BRENXAN: The squatters and others? 

Mr. S'PEXCER: Not only the squatters, 
but the primary produce-rs and the workers 
haYe much more confidence in the present 
Premier than they had in the former Premier. 
They belieYc that the pre,sent Premier is out 
to do what he thinks is the honest thing if 
his party will allow him to do it. 

Mr. F. A. CooPER: He is the leader of the 
party. Why did we put him there 1 Because 
we have confid&nce in him. 

Mr. SPENCER: The extremists at his 
back will not allow him to do that which be 
wants to do. 

The Minister for Lands was in Roma the 
other day and he made a statement in regard 
to the butter position, and it would not bo 

,out of place for me to re,ad it here. The 
" Maranoa Advocate" says-

" Minister Coy ne spoke in Roma. the 
other night, ostensibly in support of Mr. 
::\facdougall, but his speech was chiefly 
a tirade of abuse of Billy Hughes. Still, 
he found time to say something about 
the butter busine,ss, and in doing so 
succeeded in demonstrating to those in 
possession of the facts how little he 
knew about the business. Mr. Coyne said 
that when Mr. Lennon took over the 
butter busine,ss in Queensland in 1915 
he made a profit of £32,000, every penny 
of which was returned to the dairymen. 
'I' he facts, as given to us by one promi­
nently connected with the butter business 
in this district for many years, are that 
not one penny of that ever came to this 
district. As a matter of fact the local 
factory was compelled to buy butter for 
the Christmas trade in 1915 from Victoria 
at 156s. per cwt., and was compelled by 
Mr. Lennon to sell it as low as 126s. per 
cwt., with the consequence that the fac­
tory made a total loss on three shipments 
of £130. As the Roma factory is a 
co-operative concern, and the great bulk 
of its profits go to the producer, it is at 
once evident who was the sufferer. 

[Mr. Spencer. 

"Then, as a contrast, Jl.fr. Coyne went 
on to state that when Mr. Hughes took 
over the butter in 1917-18 he made a 
pr.Jfit of over £2,000,000. Did any of 
that come back to the dairyman, he 
asked, and, answering the question him­
self, said, "Not one penny." We'll, let 
us look at the facts. The butter was sold 
to the Imperial Government by Mr. 
Hughes at the express wish of repre­
sentatives of the dairying industry 
throughout Australia at 15h. per cwt., 
less 5 per cent., tho11gh the representa­
tives would have been satisfied to accept 
less than that, as there was at the time 
no chance of getting it away owing to 
shortage of shipping. 0£ the profit which 
was subsequently made on the butter, 
one half, amounting to £573,000, was 
returned by the British GoYernment, 
though they were under no obligation 
to return any of it. That £573,000 was 
di vidcd amongst all the factories in 
Australia in proportion to the number 
of pounds of butter manufac~ured by 
them. Roma factory's share was £1,150 
13s. Bd. Result, suppliers in this dis­
trict got an unexpected bonus of £6 5s. 
per cent. for every £100 worth of cream 
supplied to the factory, varying in total 
amounts up to £40 17s. to the biggest 
supplier. If a Minister in the Labour 
Government has such an accurate know­
lodge of matters pertaining to the wel­
fare of the dairymen in the Maranoa 
(and elsewhere), a simple sum in pro­
portion will disclose how rnuch ::\1r. 
Macdougall knows about it." 

Mr. BREXNAN: I ·will gn:o you those facts 
later on. 

Mr. SPENCER: The Sccretm·v for Public 
Lands made that statement, and "he said that 
the }I ughes Governrnent g.avc no mvnL'Y 
]Jack, while I know that the Rmna factory 
got £1,150 from the Commonwealth Govern­
ment, and I know that the Horna factory 
got no money from the Queensland Govern· 
rnent. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICL'LTC"RE: V\~ e puL­
lished a balance-sheet, and the Hug'hes 
GoYernmcnt did not. 

Several HoN. MniBERS inter.iec•ted. 

The TEMPOHAHY CHAIKYIAK: I hope 
hon. members will cease this cross-firing and 
allow the hon. member for Jl,iar.anoa to 
proceed. 

Mr. BREKXAN: He brought it on himself, 
because he misquoted. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRiY1AN: Order l 
Order! 

Mr. SPEKCEH: The Government .have 
been boasting as to how much they have 
done to assist the farmer. I will tell you 
what happened to a fa.rmer in my district. 
He got two pigs sent on to him at Roma. 
They weighed 2 cwt. 3 qr., and he paid £4 
lls. 6d. railage on them. If that is what 
they call assisting the farmer, then God help 
the farmer. 

"Ylr. F. A. COOPER: What was the value of 
the pigs 1 Did he have a whole trucK 
between the two of them? He could .have 
taken forty pigs in the same truck. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
Order l 
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::Y1r. SPENCER: Why should he have to 
pay that amount of freight? 

Several GovERNTh1EKT ME~1BERS again inter­
jected. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
I suggest that the hon. member address the 
Che ir, as he will then receive less inter­
ruption. 

Mr. SPENCER: I do not think I need say 
auy more at the present tme. 

Mr. SOMERSET (St"nley) : I am of the 
humble opinion that the Financial State­
ment is nothing but a speech of studied 
cmnouflage. T·ho Treasurer has carefully 
left out and avoided mention of certam 
indelicate matters, and has purposely made 
1ni6leading sta ten1ents. The reason for the 
>Yithholding of the Financial Statement he 
attributes to the London monev market. It 
has been generally supposed up to the 
present time that the correct rc:cson for with­
holding the Statement was the Federal elec­
tions. At all events, if this Statement had 
been produced before the elections, it would 
not have enhanced the chances of the Labour 
party. The very Treasurer who estimated 
the qu.alilications "\vhi.ch vv~)re necessary t-o 
sho\v a capacity for goYcrnmcnt, and ',v};o 
referred to the Liberal Government's c8ck­
less <'xpendi ture, has now had to re,ort to a 
squeal of drought, flood, war, soldiers, cpi­
dernics, and even natural 'Und foster moth(-:'J s, 
to~ gloss over his O\Vn and ·his Government's 
lack of capacity~according to his own t~sti· 
mate-for government. The Statement s.·ys 
this-

" The dry weather conditions prevail­
ing during the latter part of the fin.m­
cial year remlted in a scarcity of 
employment in the agricultural and 
pastoral industries, and consequently led 
to unemployment and heavy claims upon 
the vote for outdoor relief_" 

I think that is a deliberate misleading state­
ment, because the Treasurer must know per­
fectly well that the true reason for the want 
of employment, and so on, was the strikes in 
the shipping industry, lneat\vorks, sugar· 
mills, sugar-fields, and copper mines, and also 
the g·o-slow policy. 

The PREMIER: I do not tbink there was a 
strike in the copper mine;; last year. 

:Mr. SOMERSET: \',~hat about Clonourry? 
The PREMIER: No; it was closed down 

owing to want of copper. 

l\1r. SOMERSET : . The Treasurer also 
says in his Statement-

" The excess expenditure under the 
' State Children' vote was ctused by the 
increase in the number of children now 
supported from Government funds and 
the higher rates allowed to the natural 
and foster mothers." 

By the viay, these women are not, as are 
public servants, exempt from stamp duty. I 
think it is rather a mean proceeding on the 
part of any Government to d<'duct from the 
small prrymcnts ma·de to these women the 
yalue of the stamp. The Treasurer also 
omits to make any mention of the flouting 
bv the unions of the awards of the Arbitra­
tion Court. I may say I was pleased to hear 
what the hon. member for Bowen said this 
afternoon. I agree with what the hon. 
member for Maranoa said about the Pre­
mier's attitude in the same direction. I 
think it is quite right that the men should 

have unione. Unions have done them good 
service in the past, and will in the future, 
if they are not allowed to be dominated by 
these extremists. Members opposite say thut. 
members on this side are entirely opposed 
to unions. Such is not the ca<>e. I, for one, 
oelieve that in establishments like large 
meatworks, where there is a great number 
of men employed, you c-an obtain labour 
very much better through the unions than 
you can privately. vYhat I do object to is 
that good men are often not allowed to show 
what they can ·do. They have to go slow 
to keep pace with their comrades. 

Mr. FRY: They have to keep pace witlc 
the hotheads-the voung, unmarried men. 

Mr. SOMERSET: We must to some extent 
sympathise with the GoYernment, because we 
know they are not actually their own 
masters. They have made an attempt to· 
serve other rnasters, and only recently WB 

have had an assurance that that is a most 
unsatisfactory state of affairs. There is no 
reference in the Statement to the Sinking. 
Fund, which is now in abeyance and is not 
" temperamentally fit" for use at present. 
No provision is being made towards redeem~ 
ing many millions on which meanwhile a. 
very heavy interest burden is being carried. 
I notice, also, that there is no mention of 
the Government's action in commandeering 
meat. Whether we believe in State enter~ 
prises or whether we do not, we believe in 
fair play: and I do not think it is fair play 
that the State stations should be getting 4~d. 
a lb. for moat when they are commandeering 
the meat belonging to other people at 3d. 
a lb. Perhaps the most serious among the 
problems of to-day is the condition of the 
State railway sen·ice. Since the Govern~ 
rnent took office the railway" have shown a. 
loss of about £3,500,000. On the £43,000,000 
invested in railways in Queensland the 
interest being earned has sunk from £3 16s. 
7d. per cent. to 13s. 9d. per cent. That 
means that the taxpayer has to make up the 
difference, which is about £3 Ss. per cent. 
At the same time the earnings per head of 
employees have sunk from £102 to £17. 
Ther·" is something radically wrong, it is 
quite . evident, but the. remedy .is not so 
apparent. One thing I am pretty sure of 
is that the Gm·ernment have gone the wrong 
way to r·emedy the trouble and the wrong 
remedy is now being applied-that is to say, 
charging extra fares and freights. I would 
like to remind the Minister for Railways 
that the downfall of the Philp Government 
wa' practically due to that very cause. I 
can remember the outcry there was among 
the producers in the country when freights 
and farGs were raised during the time of 
the 1902-1904 drought. It would ha.-e been 
better to have gone the whole hog and had 
a big deficit. It is a very bad move to 
raise fan~ and freights on people who are 
suffering as the people were suffering in the 
country at that time. Although we have had 

rain on the coast, that does not 
[5.30 p.m.] prove that the drought has 

broken up. \Ve ha,·e been suffer­
ing not only for a year but for years from 
droughty conditions, if not from actual 
drought, and we have just gone through a. 
very serious drought. In the big drought of 
1902 the springs at all events gave out more· 
water than their normal supply. Such has 
not hcen the case during this drought. \Vhat 
has made the conditions so severe has been 
the artificial water supply, because there· 
have been no rains to replenish it since the 

Mr. .. Somerset.] 
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big drought. I think it is a good suggestion 
that the Government should send some prac­
tical man to find out how it is that New 
South Wales and Victoria can manage their 
Taihvays at less cost than we can. 

Mr. FnY: Behind thB system you must 
have the brains-that is the secret of success. 

Mr. SOMERSET: Let us find out at all 
cYents what we can from them. The hon. 
member for Maranoa referr-ed to the unsatis­
factory senico on the line from Roma to 
Charlcville, and I have no doubt that he 
has had plenty of experience. He has lived 
a long time in that district. I can only say 
that on 1ny line wo are suffering fron1 a very 
much worse time than we have ever had 
before, and, in rny opinion, there are need­
less anJ useless del a vs at stations. 'I'he 
engines are burning c(;al all the time, burn­
ing it to waste, anJ the time-table ought to 
l>o altered and considerably improve-d. 

I look upon the reintroduction of repudia­
t.ory legislatlDn, as foreshadowed on page 8 
nf the Financial Statement, as abhorrent to 
me at all eYents. I feel that thB 'I'reasurer, 
instead of slating the Legislative Council, 
as he does all through this report, should 
give thcn1 credit for great .assistance in 
ohtaiuiug the loan in London as satisfactorily 
as it was obtained. 

:Vlr. l3HEKKA:-.<: Did the Upper House do 
that'! The_,, shoulJ be abolished. 

Mr. SO:i\1ERSET: Had that repudiatory 
legislation been passed, I do not think that 
that loan \VcJnld have Leen obtained so easily. 

If thme is ouo department more than 
another that should give assistance to the 
man on the land, it is the Agricultural 
.Department. I notice that this vear the 
department requires £89,584, as" against 
.£78,009 last year; but still I consider that 
the incn'ase is far too little for such an 
important ·department. J have previously 
aJ,-ocatcd more than once the employment 
of ox pert 1 nstructors to visit the various agri­
cultural districts and, first of all, to form their 
opinions as to what kind of produce should 
be grown in them, the most payable crops 
on which the people can rdy, aud then to 
give the people instruction as to hmr best 
to grow them. EYery man who goes on the 
land m Queensland is not an experienced 
fanner. i well remember that Professor 
Sholton, of "\merica, came up to my district 
JllUllY years ago, and gaye a lectur·e to the 
farmers at Mount Beppo, particularly telling 
them how best to grow corn, showing them 
also how to ,took it and cut it before it 
was staclmd. He examined their land and 
I am satisfied that great improvements' were 
made just as a result of one lecture. One 
thing which stands out before us to-day is 
tho. tremendous demand for increased pro­
duction. The best way to incr-ease produc­
tion is to teach the people how to produce. 
Such instruction, with a water supply and 
good roaJs, would make a vast difference 
to the producing industries of Queensland. 
·with such seasons as we have experienced 
for many years past, little inducement has 
.offered to people to remain on the land. It 
has been most difficult to get the young men 
to take up land or to r-emain on the farms 
to hdp the old people. The tendency is for 
them to fly to the cities, where they can get 
-shorter hours and better wages. As the hon. 
member for Maranoa said, we ought to try 
to improve the conditions of thB people in 
.the country and make it to their advantage 
.to remain there. It would help the health 
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of the people and assist our population if we 
had people remaining in the country instead 
of coming to the big cities. While I am on 
that subject I would like to advocate the 
system that they have in South Australia of 
giving instruction and assistance to mothers. 
Trained nurses are employed to go round 
and lecture on the rearing of chil-dren and 
"0 forth. The mothers in the country apply 
for a centre-I do not know whether it is 
called a baby clinic or not-and there they 
get sueh help free. It is not every country 
doctor who knows much about children, and 
I recommend the South Australian system 
to the Home Secretary, in whose department 
it cornes. 

I ha,-e repeatedly advocated what I find 
with the greatest satisfaction is now in pro­
gress; that is_, son1e attempt at ascertaining 
what c.Jpabilities vve haYe for conserving 
V\ a tor and utilising water for electric power. 
I find on page 9 of the Financial Stat-ement 
tho,·:o remarks-

" There is abundant evidence that 
Queensland has ample moans and oppor­
tunitit?-~ for water conservation and 
irrigation, and ~Jveral promising sche1nes 
for sueh enterprise are under considera­
tion. The work of sun·cying and report­
ing upon these will be continued, and 
where practical schemes ran be estab­
lished they will bEJ developed as part of 
the settled policv of the Government. 
A survev of the sti,eams of thB State, with 
a ,-iew' to ascertaining their hydro­
electric 11otontialities, is also in hand." 

I can honestly say that I commend the 
Government for their efforts in this direction. 
I am also glad to see that they have done 
something for the nurses in the General 
Hospital in Brisbane, who have obtained 
better conditions since the GoYernmcnt took 
over the institution. both as to hours of 
work and remuneration.. That is a thing 
that I advocated years ago in this Chamber. 

Before I sit down I cannot help referring 
to the very regrettable incident which took 
place yesterday. Although I do not always 
see eYe to e-,'e >vith the hon. member for 
Buliniba, I think that he was hardly treated. 
Vi"ith the hon. member for Albert. I consider 
that, but for tho objectionable incident 
alluded to, no objection could be taken to the 
appointment of the Hon. \Yilliam Lennon to 
thP position of Lieutenant-Governor. That 
is to say, it is a" good an appointn1ent. as 
could be made from the Government s1de 
of the House. 

The PRDf!ER: vV~ll. whom would you 
suggest? 

Thlr. SOMERSET: I say that I agree with 
th<J hon. member for _\.lbert that, if it was 
not for the objectionable reason that I have 
alluded to, I have no objection to the 
appointment so far as tho Hon. Mr. Lennon 
is concerned. He is a man >Yho is well fitted 
to fill the position with credit to Queensland. 

GOVERNMENT MEi.VIBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. SOMERSET: At the same time, I do 
object to the appointment on the grounds 
stated by the hon. member for Bulimba. 

The PRE~IIER: You must object because 
you are a member of the Opposition. 

Mr. SOMERSET: ::'\o: but I think it is a 
partisan appointment. 

OPPOSITION ME~fBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The PREMIER: Well, who do you suggest 

should be appointed? 
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Mr. SOMERSET: The Chief Justice. He 
'ls not a partisan. 

The PRE1IIER: I do not agree with you. 
Save democracy from such an appointment 
-as that. 

Mr. SOMERSET: Well, one of the other 
judges who was never a politi!"ian could have 

·-been appointed. I believe m an Impenal 
·appointment. 

The PRE1!IER : Well, I assure you that this 
is an Imperial appointment. The commis­
~ion is signed by the King. 

Mr. GRAYSON (Cunningharn): This is one 
of the rr,o•t important debates on >vhich hon. 
members haYe an opportunity of speaking in 
this Chamber. I haYe been a member of the 
House for many years, and during that time 
I have hoard hon. members on both sides 
congratulate the Treasurer of the day on 
his splendid Financial Statement and on the 
fiourisbing condition of the finances of the 
countrv. On this occasion, so far we have 
not heard ono member on the other side of 
the House compliment the Treasurer on his 
Financial Statement for the year 1919-20. 
In fact. onlv one hon. member 'on the other 
side has so ·far spoken during the debate. I 
was very much interested in the speech of 
the hon. member for Bowon, but he did not 
say one word in commendation of the 
-Financial Statement. The only praise he 
gave \Yas to himself for his services in 
securing many thousands of pounds of public 
money for expenditure in the Bowen elec­
corate. It seems to me that ono needs to be 
a supporter of the Government in these times 
if he expects to have any public work~ 
carried out in his electorate. 

I noticed on reading the reports of the 
Public \Yorks Commission that they have not 
yet recon;mended the construction of a single 
public work or railway in the electorate of 
a member of the Opposition side of the 
House. I opposed the appointment of that 

'<Cornn1ission. I have not one word to say 
against the personnel of the Commission; I 
am certain that no better selection could 
be made from the Ministerial side; but does 
not the whole thing seem to be a public 
farce? Is it not almost a scandal to spend 
£8.000 in the last two years in paving a 
Public \Yorks Commission to go about the 
country to report upon public works when 
--t'he Government know that they ha,-e no 
money to expend on such works? 

The l'RniiER : Do you say that >YO ha ye 
no money? 

Mr. GRAYSO:"i': I know the hon. gentle­
-man got £2,000,000 the other day, but no 
·credit to the Government for getting that 
money. They are paying 6~ per cent. on 
the London money market for the money, 
and I know one member of the Opposition 

.who went across to the Premier last night 
and ofiored him £26,000 of Queensland money 
at the same rate of interest, and the Premier 
turned him down. 

'l'he PREMIER: You are not justified in 
·saying that. 

Mr. GRAYSON: The hon. m.ember who 
made the offer told me of it. 

The PRE1IIER: You are not jli,;tified in 
,;aying I turned him down. I hppe every 

· hon. member opposite will come along with 
£26,000. 

Mr. GRA YSON: Will the hon. gentleman 
pay 6~ per cent.? I have not got £26.000, 
-or £6,000, or £1,000 to lend. The hon. 

member who made the offer said to me last 
night, " I am going across to the 
Premier--" 

The PRniiER: I -don't think you are justi­
fied in making this public. It was purely a 
11rivate conversation. 

:\1r. GRAYSO:'\: There was nothing secret 
about it. I am not rn.entioning names. If 
the Pn'mier had applied to the people of 
Queensland for a loan of £2,000.000 and had 
ofiercd 5 per cent. for it, free of income tax 
and succession and probate duty, I am as 
sure as I am standing here that he would 
have raised the £2,000,000 without any 
difficulty. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PcBLIC LANDS: That 
sho,,-s the confidence that the people of 
Queensland haYo in the Government. 

Mr. GRAYSO:'\: The people of Queens­
land haYe everv coulldence in Queensland 
and in the potentialities of the State, but 
l do not think thev have the same amount 
of confidence in the" Government. 

:\1r. \YHITFORD: Your side are always 
trying to decry the St11te. 

:Yir. G RA YSO:'\ : I am not decrying the 
Statt~ tind I haye IlC\'Cr uttered a single 
>YoJ·d' in this Chamber that could be said to 
decn the Stace. The late Premier, the Ilon. 
T. J. RYan. made a speech in '\Yarwick 
durinrr ti1c "Federal election ca1npaign, iu 
>Yhichbhe stated that nothing would surpri•e 
hin1 1nore than that the fanners on the 
Dnrling Downs ohould . vote against the 
Labnur candidate. consldOl'1ng what tho 
Labour Gm·ernment in Queenslancl had done 
for the fanners. Has there evBr been a 
Go 1·Cl'nment in JlO>' er in Austr.alia which has 
dmw less for fanners than the p·csent Go­
Yern 1nent has dcmc ': Thc:T arc nO\Y raising 
the incmne tax. and bleeding thP f.armcrs to 
{_loath hv taxation. The \Yay they are taxing 
faruwrs" iu Qncen~land to- .. Jay i:; nothing but 
pnbiic robbery. 

l\1r. \YHITFORD: You have been misled. 

::\lr. GRA YSO=": I am not misled. I can 
teli the hen. member that tho fanne1·s of 
Queensland are heartil~· eick of th1s ta:cat10n. 
They gave a proof of then opinlol; at r~ho 
bv-election in the ::\Iaranoa electora c . . lhe 
lion .. J. l\'1. Hunter was returned >nth "­
majority of 700 at the last l?cncral ele_ct10n. 
but at the present by-elcct.Jon th: L1bora l 
candidate was returned by o. JTJa]Or~ty of 150. 
At the recent Federal elechons the 
~ationa1iBts haYe bePn return£>d hy a §!~~cater 
mnjority than ever before. I_ wOL:ld hke to 
show what the GoYernment m New Sonth 
\Yalceo are doing; for farmers there. The 
:'\cw South Wales Government has appro­
priated £1,000.000 for the ass1stancc. '?f 
farmers in distress in that State. Th1s !S 

how thev intend to distribute it--
" The ?>:ew South '\Vales Government 

has eet apart £1,000.000 sterling for 
ad,-.ances throughout the State to tho~c 
farmers whom th<> drought has placed ~n 
serious financial difficulties, and wh? m 
1nanY cases will be 11nablc to -continue 
operations unless some fon_n of assistance 
is extcnded to them. Ass1stance w1ll be 
gi,-en in the following forms." 

Is the Queensland Government. going to 
assist the Queensland farmers th1s ye.ar with 
seed wheat? 

The PREMIER: Yes, tile same as alway,s. 
Mr. MoRGA:-<: You ha;-e not done it always. 

Mr. Grayson.J 
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Mr. GRAYS02\f: Is the Treasurer going 
to supply the fan;ners with seed wheat as in 
past years? 

The PREMIER: You had better give notice 
of the question. 

Mr. GRA YSON: 
"Advances of seed "·heat where crops 

have totally failed. 
" Advances against seed wheat ;yhen 

the <>pplicant has raised his o\vn seed 
but is in financial difficulties." 

The 1\cw South \Vales Government will 
· purchase the wheat from the farmer who 

grows it himself, if he is in difficulties. Will 
the Queens] and Government buy sufficient 
wrwat from the farmer who is in financial 
difficnlties to enable him to meet his 
liabilities?-

"Advances to cm·er the purchase of 
seed wheat by an applicant from his 
neighbour.'' 

I think it is an excellent provision to 
advance rnoney to a fanner to purchase seed 
wheat from his neighbour, instead of the 
Agricultural Department being compelled to 
get the ,vbeat fnnn Sydney or fron1 some 
other long distance. I \vould like the Secretary 
for Agriculture and the Premier to take 
particular notice of those three concessions-

" Advances of fodder to feed working· 
horses." 

We know that many farmers did not make 
provision for fodder in case of drought, with 
the result that manv of them have mort­
gaged their holdings 'to enable them to feed 
th<'ir working horses during the drought. 
The New South Wales Government is g·oing 
to advance the farmers money for fodder to 
feed their working horses-

" Advances of fodder to small holders 
to save their- stock in sr)(~cial cases." 

Did the Agricultural Department send out 
circulars during the late drought to ascertain 
how 1nany farmers in dairying districts 
would l'{~quirc advances to save their sHuv­
ing stock? Ono farmers' representative on 
this side, who is interested very larg·ely in 
d<J.irving, tol·d me this afternoon that he had 
lost 'seYenty of his hest milking cows during 
the last two months, and that is only ono 
ins.tancR. 

Mr. CoRSER: One of hundreds. 
Mr. GRA YSON: I could cite any number 

of cases in \vhich. perhaps, the los~ was not 
so great. That loss represents £1,000 to that 
particular farmer-

" Advances to cover cost of water 
haulage." 

The hon. member for Maranoa mentioned 
that many selectors in his district had to 
cart water 6 miles. Is it the intention of 
the Government to assist men who had to 
haul their water that distance? I know 
myself that many men on the Darling Downs 
had to hal!l water that distance during the 
late drought-

" In cases where farmers are in ne•ed 
of assistance to enable them to purchase 
groceries, etc., advances may be made to 
them for this purchase on certain 
approved conditions. 

" \Vhe·n not engaged in the operations 
with cropping advances may be secured 
by the person making permanent 
improvement on his land. Improvements 
which are strongly recommended are the 
making of wells, tanks, or the cle·aning 
of or enlargement of existing tanks." 
[Mr. Gra,yson. 

It should be the first care of the Government 
to assist the farmers to sink we.lJs. 

::Yir. T. FOLEY: You do not blame the 
GoYerntncnt for the drought, -Llo you? 

Mr. GRAYSON: No; I am not blaming 
the Government for the drol,lght. I say that 
the Government should make inquiries and 
assist these people who have· been struggling 
against such great odds. I trust that the 
Premier \Yill take into consideration the 
matters I have mentioned and render som& 
assistance to what I consider the· best typE> 
of men we haYe in the whole of Queensland­
that is, the farmers. 

(Sittinu .wspuulul from C zun. to I p.m.) 

.:VIr. GRAYSO:\" (continuing): The ='!ew 
South \Yalh GovernnJcllt have appointed a 
centrnl hoard to supervise the distribution of 
relief to fanners in necessitous circutnstances 
owing to the drought. This board consists 
of A. G. Manning, M.L.A., A. Yl:cDonald, 
Chid Inspc'Ctor of Agriculture, and Mark 
Rcvnold,,. executiv-e officer. Shire boards 
are to be appointod to assist the central 
board by reporting· upon applications for 
re.]icf. The assistance which will thus be 
made <waiiable will help farmer.; over a 
difficult period, and in most cases place 
thPin in a p-osit.ion to InePt their lia­
bilities. Each shire board will consist of 
three members two forming a quorum. The· 
Governn1ent n~1ninee, when present, will act 
as secretarv. The shire board will receive 
all reque·;ts, and will recommend the form 
of assistance to be given, the amount, and: 
for what period. These advances in con­
nection with farming operations are intended, 
to include all sources of primary production. 
On receipt of the shire board's recommenda­
tion the central board will make all arrange­
ments for the security required, and supply 
relief direct to the applicant. I was speakmg 
to a member of a shire council, who informed 
me that the council are empowered to receive 
applications from selectors and farmers wJ:o 
aro in poor circumsta.nces for assistance In 
financing them in the pl!rchase of dairy stock 
and seed wheat, and for the purpose of 
arranging for storing their w~eat duri!lg 
the drought. That is a proper kmd of rehef 
to grant to men who are suffering in the 
Eame way as the farmers in Queensland and 
the· other States, particularly Queensland 
ancl New South Wales, are suffering to-day_ 
I shoul·d like to ask the Minister for Agri­
culture how many such grants has he dealt 
with during the time he has been in office. 
The :Minister for Lands in New South \Vales, 
Mr. Ashford, has assisted the agricultural 
farmers in that State. I saw a statement in· 
the " Sydney Morning Heral-d " to the effect 
that the :Minister himself visited every 
·drought-stricken district throughoqt New 
South \V ales and sent in his own reports as 
to what should be done to assist those who 
are in need of relief. I represent a farming 
constituency, and I may say that during the 
term the Labour Government have been in 
office in Queensland I have not seen a 
Minister for Agriculture visiting any of the 
agricultural districts. The late Minister for 
Agriculture, the prese-nt Speaker, the Hon. 
\V. Lennon, certainly made a run up to 
Allora and one or two other places by rail, 
but that appears to be all that he has done 
to ascertain for himself what are the con­
ditions in agricultural districts. I believe 
that th0 pr~sent Minister for Agriculture is­
in sympathy with the farmers. At the same 
time I would suggest to him that it would be· 
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a good thing if he visited the districts which 
have been affected by drought and saw for 
himself how the farmers have suffere•d from 
the drought. If the hon. gentleman did that 
he would see that there is an absolute neces­
sity for giving the farmers eve·ry assistance. 

:VIr. CoLLINS : And your party would ask 
what such visits cost. 

Mr. GRAYSON: Ko; no member on this 
side of the House would ask what was the 
cxpendi tu re involved in such a case. 

Mr. COLLIXS: \Vhy, when the Premier 
visited my electorate to inspect the State 
coalmine a question of that kind was asked.· 

Mr .. G.RAYSOC\f: I am not claiming that 
the M1mstcr for Agnculture should visit the 
Darling Down> only, because there aro other 
great farming districts, such as the Burnett 
and Moreton districts. I believe the hon. gen­
tleman has seen considerable portions of the 
Moreton district during the drought. In 
any case, I can tell you that parts of the 
Moreton district have suffered more severely 
from the drought than many other places in 
the State of Queensland. The Rosewood and 
~ockycr districts have suffered cons1dera bly 
tram the drought. In the Lockyer electorate 
men had to cart water for a distance of 5 
or 6 mil~s during the drought. I regret to 
say that m travelling by train I have noticed 
that the cattle were poorer along the railway 
line in that district than in any other part 
of the State ~uring the drought. ·I had a 
conversatwn w1th the hon. member for Rose­
wood this afternoon. I remember that on 
one occasion that hon. member stated that 
the. Darling Downs farmers were spoonfed. 
T,hls afternoon the hon. member informed 
me that he has made application for relief 
for farmers in some parts of his electorate 
and I contend that the Government have ~ 
right to provide relief for farmers who have 
suffered from the drought. "There is more 
lucerne grown on the Darling Downs than in 
any other district, and the land on which 
lucerne has been cultiva£oC! will have to be 
ploughed up and resown before it will pro­
duce another lucerne crop. I am prepared 
to support the application of the hon. mem­
ber for Rosewood to have seed supplied to 
the farmers in his electorate, as I hold 
that all t.hose farmers who require seed to 
resow thell' lands should be assisted by the 
Government. 

A GOVERN1IENT MEMBER: More socialism. 

Mr. GRA YSON: I do not see where the 
socialism comes in. The Government cannot 
do too much for those farmers who have 
suffered through this drought. I very much 
regret to say that all the farming districts 
are not o:ut of the wood yet, so far as the 
drought 1s concerned. The showers have 
been very patchy, and very little rain has 
fallen in many of the farming districts. I 
was very pleased when coming down on 
Tuesday to see that splendid rains had fallen 
in the Lockyer and Rosewood districts but 
in many other districts, particularly o~ the 
Darling Downs and in the Burnett they are 
still suffering from the drought. ' 

Mr. COLLIKS : 'l'he Southern Burnett has 
had fairly good rains. 

Mr. GRAYSON: It would be much better 
for the State if the Government purchased 
seed of all descriptions for those farmers 
who are suffering from the drought than to 
employ 3,000 men on unproductive work. 

The hon. member for Maranoa this afternoon 
stated, and he has not been contradicted by 
any hon: member during this debate, that 
Mr. J. M. Hunter, when in Roma, said that 
while he was acting Minister for Railways, 
he was compelled to employ 3,000 men on 
unproductive works in order to find employ­
ment for them. 

l\11·. BEBBTNGTON : And yet they lost the 
election afterwards. 

Mr. GRA YSON: That is from Mr. 
Hunter, one of their own :Ministers, and the 
gentleman whom the Government have 
appointee! as Agent-General in London to, 
represent Queensland. 

:\fr. BRENNAN : A good man, too. 

Mr. GRA YSON : I am simply repeating 
what tho hon. member for Maranoa said. 

Mr. SMITH: Ho said some very nice things 
about Mr. Hunter, too. 

Mr. GRA YSON : T,hail was a very serious 
statement to make, and is it any wonder 
that the farmer~ arc being bled to death 
in order to keep up a system of that kind? 
I firmly beli<>VE' that the present Minister 
for Railways will resist any attempt to repeat 
an outrageous act of that kind. The present 
::Y1inister was not in Queensland at the time. 
We find that Victoria this year has had a 
very largo surplus of wheat. Victoria has 
been the most fortunate State in Australia 
this year, as they have had good rains 
there and have had a splendid crop of 
wheat, and what is the Victorian Govern­
ment doing? Although Victoria has had an 
immense surplus of wheat, and has been 
supplying New South Wales and Queensland, 
the Victorian Government has agreed to 
supply seed wheat to farmers in poor circum­
stances. 

l\1r. CoLLINS: The "poor circumstances" 
qualifies the whole. 

Mr. GRA YSON: I say the Government 
should supply seed wheat to the Queensland 
farmers who are in poor circumstances. 

Mr. BRENNAN : Did they not do that last 
year? 

Mr. GRAYSON: One hon. member sitting 
on the Ministerial side of the House made 
the best suggestion to me that has been made 
by any member of this House. 

Mr. CARTER: I quite believe that. (Laugh­
ter.) 

Mr. KmwAN: Will you give his name? 

Mr. GRAYSON: I will give his name. 
'rhat hon. member asked me to explain the 
position of the wheat farmers on the Darling 
Downs. Of course, the Darling Downs is the 
great wheat-producing centre of Queensland. 
I explained the position to that hon. member, 
and he then said, " I would advise any 
Government to supply farmers in poor cir­
cumstances with seed wheat and charge them 
nothing, provided they planted every bit 
of it." Those arc exactly my views, and 
that was said by the hon. member for Bowen. 

Mr. CoLLINS : The hon. member for Bowen 
still says so. (Hear, hear !) 

Mr. GRAYSON: I say all credit to the 
hon. member for Bowen. It has been stated 
here that the farmers last year did not avail 
themselves of the opportunity of securing the 
seed wheat purchased by the Government. 
I heye had a conversation with the present 

Mr. Grayson.] 
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:Minister for Agriculture on that matter, and 
hP ITavo a proper explanation of the whole 
thin"g. He said, " If we do not bind a man 
down with a promissory note all these con­
ditions are of no use whatever." \Ye hap­
pened to have an ex-bank manager as 
Minister for Agriculture, and we know that 
a bank manager is always very careful to 
see that he has proper security. 

A GOVERN1IENT l'I1E1!BER: Like you did. 

Mr. GHAYSON: I have alwavs been 
satisfied \\Tith a promissory note frorn a farmer 
for any goods purchased fro1n rrw. I vvas 
in busirwss on the Darling Downs for twenty· 
five years, and I can say that I never met 
a more honest or more honourable class of 
people than the farmers. The small grazier 
as well, and the small grazier is just as 
much entitled to assistance as the small 
farmer. The small grazier- had a very bad 
tinw in n1any diHtricts in Queensland during 
the late droug·ht. I know for a fact-and 
I def:v auy r;,,rson to contradict my state­
ment-that thnre are mam small cattle 
grazi0rs iu Queensland who h·ave not realised 
ld. during the last two vcars. There has 
b')Cll no increa::::" in thei~· stock, no sales, 
nnd man:v dr•c;ths. I quote,d this afternoon 
the case of a g-entlr:n1an \vho had lost seventy 
head during the last few months. That is 
only cno instance. I could cite other cases 
of a smaller number. That is a groat loss 
and is almost ruination to the dairv1nan in 
question. I notice that the Ag-1:icultural 
D<'partnwnt ha nurchascd rcccntlv 450 tons 
of chaff from Vi~toria for rcliovin.g sta.rving 
stock in Qu•_'cnsland. This purchase should 
have boon Inade twelve 1nonths ago in ordf'r 
to relieve dairymen in QuPensland. They 
come at the end of a clrought and make a 
purchase of 450 tons of chaff to supply the 
dairymen of Que<msland to save their starv­
ing stock, when half the stock are dead. 

lllr. DREXXAX: Did your Government over 
Luy any? 

:VIr. G RA YSO"': Yes. on several occasions 
tcwy bought fodder. 

Mr. DRENNAN: When? 

Mr. GR '\. "i SON: I do not know when it 
"as, but the Jl.1inistcr for Agriculture will be 
able trr fend out. I do not blame the :Minister 
for AgricLllturo for this. 1 blame his officers 
partieularly. I say the J'vlinister is guidc·d 
principallv b:v his officers. lie cannot have 
a grip of everything that goes on in his 
department; that would be impossible. I 
say it is the duty of the Under Secretary for 
AiSriculturc to send out two or three experts, 
n1any of \Yhom arc hanginp; round doing 
nothing, into the farming districts to find 
out tho state of the countrv. in order to 
"'Yo tho starving stock in ·those districts. 
But no. Here at the end of the drought 
450 tons is coming when it should have been 
hero anything between eight or twelve 
months ago. I notice in the Treasurer's 
Statement he gives a little reference to irri­
iSation, I was very pleased to hear the 
hon. member for Bowon mention this after­
noon that an irril!ation scheme is under 
construction in the Bowen electorate. I say 
" Good luck " to thn hon. member for Bowen 
if he can induce the GoYernment to initiate 
an irrigation scheme in his electorate. I 
would support the Government in initiating 
irrigation schemes in anv n1an's electorate. 
I do not care whether it is renresented by 
Labour or by Opnosition. There is one 
particular district in Queensland that the 

[il1r. Gra.yson. 

Government should not overlook if thev 
intend to initiate irrigation schemes. 1'he 
time is ripe for this Government to take 
up a matter of this kind. I refer to the 
Killarnev district. The Condarnine River 
runs tlu:ough that district. It is one of 
the lar"est fr<'shwater rivers we have in 
Queensl;nd. It is the longest river in 
Australia. It pmpties into the Darling, and 
the Darling empties into the Murray. Wo 
are supvlving \vatcr to irrigate those great 
irri(ration" schmncs they have now in South 
Australia and Victoria. I say the time is 
ripe "·hen the Government ought S'ri.ously to 
take into consideration the undertakmg of a 
proper irrigation scheme. 

'Yh. CoLLlNS: Have you not r<>ad the 
Royal Commif3~i(Hl's report on th~ _Gulf 
raih'aY, 'which shows that you can nngato 
l,COO,OOO acres of land there naturally? 

~<h. GRAYSO=": Thorn is very little 
ponulation there. The diRtrict I n1ention. is 
a thicklvsottlcd farming· district and I thmk 
anv mcinbcr of th•' Ministerial side who has 
vi;it.c·cl it "ill sav that it is one of the picked 
di~tri~ h; cf Aust~·alia. 

Mr. KIRWAN: It is a good district, and 
there are good people there, too. 

:!\Ir GHA YSO="": It is one of the most 
choic;, -district.; in tho whole of Australia. 

Mr. DRB;xxAN : Quite so. 

J,Jr. GRA YSON: I sav it is the duty of 
th(' Govcrnmt'nt to S('nd an expert up to 
Killanwv and have a proper survey made 
of the ]{cad of lhe Condaminc with a Yiew 
of {'l'Ccting a dan1 or a large weir. Sufficient 
\Yat<'r could be stored there to supply all 
ilw hom cstc,ads between Kill arney and 
\YanYick and also supnly Warwick with a 
proper "·,1t0r supply~. There art' also _1na!l:v 
othPr districts. There is the Burnctt drstnct 
in whiC'h an irrigation schcrno coul·d bo gone 
on ,,ith. That district should not be oyer­
looked. It is one of the beet districts \Ye 
haYe. \Yo have a new Prerni(~r no\v. I an1 
not g-oing to say anything about ~he c~­
Prmnicr. I honP dw present Prcm1cr \Vlll 
do something t.O as,i·:·t primarv production. 
Ono thing he has done of whrch I -do not 
a]1proye since hP hus br:0n elect~d) and that 
is to comm.anrlrcr t.he pastoralists) rnoat at 
a low prict'. \Yho is going to be the greatest 
snfTPrr:r bv that act1on? I ~a~v the graz1ne 
fanners of Queensland, the small men, will 
be thA grcatPst sufferers. The big squatters 
do not care, because they have large runs and 
thousands of head of cattle and sheen. They 
will noi suffer so much as the small men. 

The PREJ\ITER: =""o sufferers under that 
scheme. 

Mr. GHA YSON: Oh! vPs there are. EYerc 
dairyman. every small cai:.tle-owner in Quec_n;­
land will be a sufferer through the actwn 

of the Premier. He may live 
[7.30 p.m.] long enough to sec the error of 

his ways, and I hope that during 
his term of office he will lend a more 
svmpathetic ear to the primary producers of 
Queensland than the Labour Government 
have done in the past. 

I would like to refer now to the incident 
that took place here yesterday afternoon. In 
my opinion, the hon. member for Bulimba 
was harshly treate-d. 

The TEMPORAHY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
Order! 
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'Mr. GRA YSON: I think that if the 
Premier will reconsider the matter he will 
1.·egret having suspended the hon. member. 
"What was the charge against him? It was 
that he took exception to two speeches made 
hy two Cabinet Ministers, members of the 
present Government, in a certain clubroom 
m Queen street. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: That was not the 
rharge at all. It was disobedience to the 
Chair. 

Mr. GR.AYSON: I am quite right in m:· 
statPment about the two speeches that were 
made, and that the hon. member for Bulimba 
took exception to them. I am going to quote 
<extracts from those speeches. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I sav that 
you are disloyal. ' 

Mr. GRA YSON: I do not wonder that the 
MiHister for Railways, who made ono of the 
'Speeches. does not wish to hear his own words 
repeated. 

Mr. COLLl'!S interjected. 

The TE:\IPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
·Order: 

M1·. GRAYSON: The Minister for Rail­
ways. in his speech, said, among other things, 
·that-

" England is the hom.e of cant, humbug, 
and hypocrisy." 

Mr. KIRW.\N : Lloyd George-now Premier 
of Englund-said that. 

Mr. GRAYSON: 

''' :\'o Irishman,' he said, should have 
'the impertinence to apologise for tbe 
r0bek" and, he added, 'The opinion is 
held by many young Australians that 
eYerv Irish-Australian recruit means 
another soldier to harass the people of 
Ireland.' Referring to the executions of 
the Easter week rebels in Dublin, he 
said, 'A good deal was heard about the 
case'' of Captain Fryatt and :'\urse 
Cavell, accompanied by the denuncia­
tions of Germans, who, after all, had 
only done such things against alien 
enemies, whereas England had murdered 
people whose compatriots were lighting 
with her by the hundred thousand.' " 

This is :\fr. Lennon's speech at the same 
gathering-

" Mr. Lennon, having listened to the 
excitable words of Mr . .Fihelly, said that 
:he ' admired Mr. Fihelly for his out­
spoken utterance. The time had come 
when the Irish should speak out, and 
refuse to allow their country to be the 
doormat of England. . . . . The points 
which Mr. Fihellv had raised were 
worthv of comidet:ation. Ireland had 
always had specially bad treatment 
accorded to her, and at last the Irish 
should let England know they were tired 
of it. He had spoken strongly, but was 
prepared, as at all times, to take the 
consequences, being firmly of opinion 
that all should speak out what was in 
their minds conscientiously." 

'That is exactly my opinion about the hon. 
member for Bulimba. He should have been 
allowed to speak out his mind conscientiously. 
He did so. He did not find anv fault with 
any gpeech made in this Chamber. It was 

with speeches made in a club in Queen street, 
Brisbane, that ;he found fault. I think that 
the Premier acted precipitately in that case, 
and I have no hesitation in saying---

The TEMPOR"\RY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
The hon. member knows that tho hon. 
member for Bulimba was suspended on the 
action of the Temporary Chairman of Com­
mittees, and he is not in order in discussing 
that action. I have allowed the hon. member 
considerable latitude in permitting :him to 
make the remarks he has, and I trust he 
will not continue. 

Mr. GRAYSO:i': I have no intention of 
transgressing your ruling. 

Mr. GLEDSOX: You ha Ye not boon thrown 
out yet'! 

1Ir. GRA YSON: Ko, and I have no 
intention of bt~ing thrown out. 

Mr. BRENXA;;: \Vhat did you get for that 
land at Warwick 'I 

The TE:\ll'ORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
Order! 

'\h·. GR~\. YSON: I do not wish to say 
anything furthL'r, except again to repeat th~t 
I think a gruve 1nistakc '\as 1nad•8 In 
expelling the hon. member for Bulimb.a 
:ycstr,Nlay afternoon. 

Mr. KIRWAN (BTisbanc): I have listened, 
as l am snro a majority of members of this 
Con1n1itt e baYc listened, \vith a certain 
amou11t of interest to the speeches -delivered 
bv hon. members who have addressed the 
c"~mrnittee from the Opposition benches. We 
heard one Ol' t\vo rcrnarkablc speeches yester­
dav aft{-~rnoon. and I ·want to say, as ono who 
on' the pu\Jlic' ulatform or in this House has 
ahrav& cndea,:our, cl to address himself to 
thos.; who are pri,-ilcged to listen to him 
without being offensive, that I think the 
Opposition should take a leaf out of the 
book of the now member for Maranoa. 
1\'hatc,-er ho had to say this "fternoon. he 
said in a straightforward manner, leavmg 
no doubt about what he meant, and without 
being offensive or insulting or being guilty of 
imputing motives, which seems to. be the 
stock-in-trade of hon. members opposrte. 

The hon. member for Bulimba :yesterday 
aftemoon had something to say about this 
Gon,·nrncnt's being- responsible for the large 
forei~n element iE ),forth Queensland. The 
hon. "member, as an ex-Minister, knows per­
fecth· well as a schoolbov of the fourth class 
knows, that the imn1;gration laws are 
administered b,- the Commonwealth, and that 
any immigration that may come t? the 
State of Queensla:1d or any other porbon of 
the Commonwealth is regulated by th<'l 
Federal authorities. and any immigrants who 
are allowed to land here are allowed _to land 
only by those authorities. and that thts State 
has no control at all over thr· matter. But 
just by way of illustration, as showing the 
policy of the Nationalist party '2n the 9ues­
tion of foreigners, let us take New Gum ea. 
I am now quoting from the Sydney " Sup­
dav Times" of the 2nd November, 1919. The 
article is headed-

" STILL GERMAN NEW GuiNEA. 

"SOLDIERS' LEAGUE DRAWS ATTENTION TO 
SOM!c :MATTERS THAT REQUIRE, AT LEAST, 
EXPLA~ATION." 

I do not intend to read all of it, but I shall 

Mr. Kirwan.] 



2092 Ways and lvleans. [ASSEMBLY.] Ways and JJ!Jeans. 

read some extracts to which I wish to draw 
the attention of this Committee and the 
people outside. The first paragraph is 
headed, "Diggers Not Wanted," and is as 
follows:-

" Evidence in the hands of the league 
suggests that the returned soldier is not 
wanted in German New Guinea. One 
man's case is cited in point. A returned 
man, it is state-d, made application for a 
largo Government plantation, which is 
l-eased by a German at £50 per .annum. 
Tho soldier applicant offered £500 a year 
for the loa ce, and it is alleged that he 
was informed that it was useless for him 
to apply, as the German \vould be given 
preference. The plantation is producing 
copra valued at £2,000 a year. 

" The same applicant sought to obtain 
a lease Df I'idgcon Island, a Government­
owned plantation lea~cd to a German for 
£50 per year, and showing an annual 
return of £1,000. Again he was turned 
down." 

The next paragraph is headed, "Yellow 
Races Pouring In," and is as follows:-

"Chinese and Japanese are pouring 
into the t·erritory at an alarming rate. 
At present there .are hundreds of 
ce!cstials carrying on plantations and 
various businesses. Already the Japanese 
have a monopoly of the p·earling industry 
of Rabaul. 

" For purely strategic reasons the 
Returned Soldiers and Sailors' Imperial 
League claims that the yellow races 
,hould be dcni·e.d admission to the coun­
try; and that if their presence is abso­
lutely necessary for the economic 
development of the country, they should 
be admitt·ed under indenture, similar to 
the conditions existing in Fiji, and 
return to their countries at the com­
pletion of the indenture period." 

At twenty minutes to 8 o'clock p.m., 
Mr. T. FoLEY (},fundingburra) relieved Mr. 

Pollock in the chair. 

;\1r. KIRWAN: There is Mr. Hughes's 
policy of a ""\V'hite Australia" that hon. 
g·entlemen opposite had so much to say 
about during the Federal elections. The 
hon. member for Bulimba also said that there 
was a feeling of want of confidence in 
Queensland, and the hon. member for Dray­
ton, with his usual disregard for the truth, 
declared that there was no money being 
invested in Queensland to-day. Both those 
statements were deliberate untruths. They 
were made by hon. members who knew that 
they were untrue, and they were made with 
the specific object of endeavouring to gain 
political capital even at the expense of 
damaging and maligning the State from 
which they get a living. 

Mr. MORGAN: It is not in order to accuse 
an hon. member of deliberately stating 
untruths. 

Mr. KIRW AN: If the hon. member for 
Bulimba did not make that as a deliberate 
misstatement then he was guilty of incredible 
ignorance. As a business man, the hon. mem­
ber reads the financial columns in the " Daily 
Mail" and the " Brisbane Courier" very 
closely every morning. I wDuld not mind 
betting that it is the first column in the 
respective journals over which he casts his eye 
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every morning, and he must have discovered! 
the following quotations which I discovered~ 
between the dates mentioned:-

" NEW COMPANIES FLOATED (SHARES £1 
EACH). 

"Frorn 18th October, 1919 to 23rcl Decem­
ber, 1919. 

John Lysaght, 441 Ann st., Bris-
bane ... 

W. McQueen and Co., Bun-
damba ... ... . .. 

Kaiml;;illenbun Co-operative 
Cheese Company, Limited ... 

Mercer Limited, South Bris­
bane 

Wilson and McDonald, Limi-
ted, Rockhampton .. . . .. 

Gardens Residential Flats 
Limited 

United Graziers Co·operative 
Shearing Company, Limi­
ted, Queen street . . . . .. 

Rankin and Carey, Limited, 
Maryborough 

Centennial Hall Limited, Ade· 
]aide street 

R. S. Hews .and Co., Limited, 
Elizabeth street 

Robert Reid and Co., Limited, 
Edward street .. . . .. 

J. S. Kirby and Son (Dalgety's 
Buildings) . . .. 

Star Brothers and Lewis Limi-
ted, Adelaide street ... 

Henry Mort and Sons, Limited, 
Franklynvale and Redbank 
Stations 

Beale and Co. (Queensland) 
Limited 

Campbell, Molony, Limited 
Prince Limited, Edward street 

£ 

100,000 

50,000 

2,000 

5,000 

150,000 

50,000 

100,000 

25,000 

12.000 

6,000 

800,000 

60,000' 

10,00Q 

40,000 

105,000 
5.000 

10,000 
----

Total capital ... .. ,£1,530,500 

"Increase in Share Capital. 
Warwick Butter and Dairying 

Company, Limited ... £80,000." 

After listening to the diatribes of the hon. 
member for Drayton and the hon. member 
for Cunningham, one would hardly have 
expectE>d to find the Warwick Butter and 
Dairy Company increasing its capital by 
£80,000. '!.'hat company exists solely for the 
benefit of the farming community in the­
\;1,' arwiek district. 

Mr. GRAYSON: A very important company. 
Mr. KIRWAN: Yes, a very important 

companv, but the shareholders cannot 
believe -that the Labour legislation of the 
Government of Queensland is going to ruin 
the country, or they would not be increasing 
their capital by £80,000. The quotation 
continues-

£ 
" Permanent Building and Bank-

ing Company, Limited ... 25,000 
J oseph Astill and Co., Limited 27,000 
Wunderlieh Limited 80,000 
Queensland Brewery Limited ... 50,000 
Taylor and Col! edge Limited... 75,000· 

----
Total increase in capital £337,000 

"Comparison. 
£ 

Companies floated .. . 1,530,500 
Increase in companies capital 337,000 

Total ... £1,867,500.''" 
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iin t.he " Dailv Mail" of this morning I 
•notice that the' company of Crease, Limited, 
Elizabeth street, has been regietered with a 
capital of £20,000, and the Inkerman 
Farmers' Co-operative Company, Limited, 
has been registered with a capital of £20,000. 
Evidentlv the farmers of the Inkerman dis­
trict, in the Bowen electorate, are not ruined 
by the Labour legislation of this Government 
when they can raise a capital of £20,000. 
.Let me now read what the chairman of the 
Brisbane Permanent Building and Banking 
Company said at the annual meeting of 
-shareholders, as reported in the " Dail.v 
Mail" of 18th October last. Hon. members 
:know that at least 80 per cent. or 90 per 
-cent. of the clients of these building societies 
.are working men, yet this is what the chair­
cman of that society said-

" An optimistic note was struck at 
tlw annua.t meeting of shareholders of the 
Brisbane Permanent Building and Bank­
ing Company, Limited, held yesterday 
afternoon. The chairman, Mr. vY. J. 
Byran, in moving the adoption of the 
report and balance-sheet, said ' that the 
y(>ar just closed must be regarded as a 
record one.' . . . . Unl{"'"iS adverse 
conditions again prevailed, there \vas no 
doubt that the volume of business would 
increase very much,_ and the company 
\Yould be able to utilise much more extra 
capital. If shareholders found that 
capital it would moan extra dividends 
and more prosperity. (Hear, hear!} " 

"There is another illustration that Queensland 
is not ruined, and that, generally sneaking, 
the investing pulJ!ic of this State-who are 
gPneral:v pretty shrewd business men-do 
not pay any attention to the ealamity-howling 
and stmkmg-hsh party opposrte. I am now 
going to call another witnees to prove that 
this State is prosperous, and, strange to sa v, 
the witness I arn going to call is no les~a 
person than the " Brisbane Courier " which 
is. continually blackguarding this p~rty and 
mrsreprosenhng the effects of its legislation 
and the g·eneral state of the countrY. In the 
lfinancial column of the icsue of 14th October 
last this i, what I find--

" ~loney is plentiful--people pav the 
cnonnous C<?st of g-ood clothing, the~ ever­
preYalent lngh figures for foodstuffs, and 
for r:ent, are able to crowd the places of 
puhhc amusement, and still find monev 
enough to expand the Savings Bank 
accounts. For the year ended 30th June 
the Queensland . Government Savings 
Bank, showed un rncrease of £823,710 in 
-deposrts, the average amount at. the 
ereclit of denositors being £54 13s. 8d. 
The proportion ,of depositors to the popu­
lation. of the i:'itate was 2,674, and the 
deposrts amounted to £20 9s. per head. 
In e:very respect the position has 
Improved. It may be taken that if a man 
goes out for a tour of Queensland 
including the cities, for every thre~ 
·persons he meets-men women and 
Dhildren-one will have ~ State s'avings 
Rank account. Then there are the Com­
monwealth Savings Bank accounts to take 
jnto consideration. It is a most inter~st­
mg fP;ature of ou~ ~ocial life that despite 
the hrgh cost of hvmg, and all our attri­
'buted and real extravagances, our savings 
as ~ comn:unity, our small savings, go 
on mcreasmg. And that is despite the 
·sale of war savings certificates and war 

vostors at highc1· rates of interest than 
arc given in the savings banks." 

That ought to convmce hon, members 
opposite that the place is not ruined yet. 
Lot me now refer to ::\1ossrs. Finney, Isles, 
and Company, one of the leading firms in 
this citv. One of the directors of that com­
pany is the Hon. E. H. Macartney, the 
leader of the Ol1position, the gentleman who 
g·ets up in this Chamber and tells the 
country through " Hansard " and through 
the daily Press that the place is ruinod, and 
then he advises the firm to do this-

" Messrs. Finne:v, Is:!es, and Con1pany, 
Limited, on \Vodnesday purchased the 
properties adjoining their Queen street 
frontage, comprising the hvo shops occu­
pied by the Marble Bar and Nis"cn and 
Company, jewellers, and offices. The 
purchase will afford an extra frontage 
of 40 f cd to Queen street, ae well as 
provi-rling means for the extension of 
prencisrs rendered necessary by the raprd 
growth of this progressive company's 
business. No doubt, when new burldmgs 
are erected theY >.-ill be in keeping with 
• Finney's ' hancLon1e Queen street 
fronbtg:e and an additional ornan1cnt to 
the city." 

That shcw.s the eonsistency of the leader of 
the Oppo<ition, \vho. ns leader of the Oppo­
sition, tells the eountry one thing, ~nd as a 
director of a large business concern m Queen 
street, says, in effect, that the legislation and 
administration of the Labour Government 
arc not goir~g to ruin the country, but _on 
the other hand ho noints out the necessrty 
for buvincr 40 fe.Pt of additional frontage in 
the le~dir~g ,trE'<'t of the city so that this 
firm mav extend its business. 

:\Ir. B~EKKAK: A political hypocrite. 

l\lr. KIR\VA::">i: The hon. member for 
Bulimba also had son1cthing to say about 
the extravag·aroce that this Government 
i ndulgc in wjth re~pcct to n1otor-cars. I 
would advise him to read the report of the 
Auditor-General oL ?\ew South \Vales, who. 
for a perio-d of behYoon two and three years. 
has been a.sking the Premier of that State 
what are the rules and conditions under 
which the motor-cars attached to the various 
GovernnH)nt dPnarhnent& are run, and he 
can g::.~t no ~ati5facbon. 

::vir. ROBERTS: The same thing applies here. 

Mr. KIRWAN: It does not apply at all. 
If the present Auditor-General thought fit 
to comment on the method of administration 
of the motor-cars in the· Government service, 
he would do it very quickly, the sam~ as he 
has done in connection with other thmgs to 
which he deemed it his duty to call the 
attention of Parliament and thf' countr:L 
I find that the motor-cars in New South 
Wale·s attached to the Chief Secretary's office 
numbered nine, the wages oa,me to £1,486, 
the cost of repairs and petrol to £4,674, and 
the cost of running the motor-cars attached 
to Mr. Holman's office for one year only was 
£6,160. That information is taken from 
the Auditor-General's report in Ne-w South 
Wales, page 249. I find on page 251 of that 
report that the total cost in wages and 
repairs !or motor-cars attached to the State 
department in New South Wales is £20,469 
12s. 6d. That is in New South Wales, where 
we have a fine National Government in 
power which goes in for economy. There 
are no less than five pages of the· Auditor­
General's report in New South Wales devoted 

Mr. Kinoan.J 
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to the scandalous extravagance under a 
Nationalist Government in connection with 
Government motor-cars. 

Mr. GuKN: At any rate, :Mr. Holman was 
one of your productions. 

Mr. KIR\VAN: Mr. Holman is one of the 
products of the Labour movement in Aus­
tralia. The Labour movement in Australia 
has done great work. It has given evidence 
that the·re are men in humble positions who, 
when they get the opportunity, are able t<J 
carry on the Administrations of the day. 
Mr. Holman was one of those to whom the 
Labour party gave an opportunity to rise 
from the lowest r11.ng of the ladder to the 
highest. He saw fit to leave the Labour 
party, and the strange thing is that to-day 
we have the spectacle of the opposing party 
in the Federal Parliament and the New 
South \Vales Parliament being unable to 
take out of their owh ranks one of their own 
members to lead them, and they have to 
depend on the Labour renegades. They are 
welcome to the weeds that are pulled up 
out of the Labour garden and thrown over 
the wall. 

GovERN:IlEKT :MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. KIRW A~: Dealing further with the 

question of extravagance, I find that, accord­
ing to the Sydney " Sun" of 17th September 
last year, at the meeting of the Macquarie 
and Murrumbidgee Councils, this resolution 
was moved. These gentlemen, I might 
mention, are· not Labour supporters-

" That this COlJncil condemns the policy 
of the National Government in these 
times of financial stress for their whole­
sale creation of high-salaried appoint­
ments and of cheap trips for members 
and their political supporters without 
any result for the State." 

Mr. RoBERTS: That is the case in Queens­
land. 

:\h. KIR\VAN: Hon. members opposite, 
if they were consistent, would condemn that, 
but consistency is sorncthing which, as far as 
principle is concerne-d, is not recognised by 
them. 

Mr. ?IIORGAN: What has this to do with the 
debate? 

Mr. KIRW AN: I am pointing out what 
would happen in Queensland if we had a 
l'\ational Government in power. The 
extrayagance of the Fedora! Governme-nt 
to-day is being denounced from one end of 
i-\u~tralia tu the otbc:r. So 1nuch has tlH~ 
rotten policy of the Fedora] partv been 
viewe-d with suspicion that in New" South 
Wales and Victoria a Farmers' party has 
bc-_,n established. We hear about the wonder­
ful victory of \V. M. Hughes, a man who 
went to the countrv with fiftv-two members 
and came back \vith thirty:five. That is 
vdmt is called a victory. I hope the· Oppo­
sition will have a similar victory at the next 
election, and there will not be much fear 
of them over there. The hon. member for 
Dnn·ton coinlJlaineJ a1Jout the fal!ino·-off in 
pmduction, a!1d the hon. memb~r fo{: Oxley 
made a remark to the effect that the legis­
lation of the Government was curtailing 
industry, but neither of those hon. members 
produced a scintilla of evidence to support 
their statements. I am going to quote 
" Knibbs," a gentleman who has been very 
frequently quoted by hon. members opposite, 
dealing with the high price of living in 
Queensland. "When the Denham Gove·rn­
ment was in power the amount of cheese 
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produced in Queensland was 4,000,000 lb., but 
that was raised to 11,000,000 lb. under a 
Labour Government. Here is the- wealth of 
the Commonwealth for a period of nme 
years-

1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 

Production. 
.£ 

174,000,000 
187,000,000 
188,000,000 
206,000,000 
218,000,000 
209,000,000 
251,000,000 
270,000,000 
283,000,000 

Mr. MoRGAK : That does not prove that 
Queensland has progressed. 

Mr. KIRW AN: I have given this evidence, 
which shows that Queensland is progressing. 
I will give the hon. member a little more 
evidence that he will not appreciate. 

::VIr. l\IoRGAK : I will giv-e you some figures, 
too. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Taking the three-year 
period hotwcen 1914 and 1917, the wealth 
production increased by £74,020,000, while 
for the period hetweon 1911 and 1914, prior 
to the war, it only increased £20,904,000. 
Although we had 300,000 wealth-producers 
away from the Commonwealth, and the dis" 
abilities in connection with the war to con­
tend with, w-e find the increase of production 
was treble "-hat it was hcforc the war, 
yet hon. members opposite, through their 
henchman and spokesman, Mr. Hughes, say 
··Produce, produce, produce." The great 
majority of the people, notwithstanding that 
300,000 wealth"producers were away from the 
Commonwealth, produced more during the 
wnr than was produced prior to the war. 
The hon. member says that he will produce 
evidence about the terrible state of affairs in 
Queensland. \Ye heard the hon. member fo1· 
Drayton last night drawing a terrible pict~re 
of the taxgathcrers of the Government gomg 
round and collecting taxes from the poor 
unfortunat·2 drought-stricken farmer. The 
taxation of this Government is not going to 
hit the drought-stricken farmer. Those arc 
not the people it is going to hit, and that 
is why hon. members opposite are so bitter 
against the taxation. I am now quoting the 
political bible of hon. members opposite, the 
Sydney "Bulletin," which we heard a good 
deal about during the last election campaign. 
In the ::VIclbournc ··Lady's Letter" in the 
S"-dney ·'Bulletin" of 6th Novomlwr, I iiud 
this-

" The Bananalitnd people flocked south 
in such numbers that the coastal boats 
had to leave scores behind at sma 11 ports 
for lack of accommodation. As it was 
one of the last steamers to arrive used 
most of the deck space for shakedowns." 

Bnt this is the particular portion that the 
hon. rnen1l.er for Drayton is going to cut out, 
and paste in his hat, so that when he goes 
round at the next election he can show it to 
the electors in Drayton-

" \Vith crowds of strange thirsts in 
town, l\iclbournc· is short of champa~nc. 
Deah'l's could sell vintage at dizzy prices 
but the precious stuff has all been bought 
up. B11nanalancl particularly is regard­
less of expense when it comes to :\Iel­
bourne for the Cup and this year Banana" 
land has arrived in droves.'' 

'These are the people who are ruined by the 
legislation of the Labour Government. As 
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that extract is taken from the political bible 
of hon. gentlemen opposite, they 

[8 p.m.] can have no objection to it; and, 
as it is written by a lady, I 

should say it is truthful. (Hear, hear l) The 
hon. member for Oxley expressed his regret 
that this House did not .desire to offer their 
(·ongratulations to Mr. Hughes on his won­
derful victory. ~'l.s the name of Mr. Hughes 
has been mentioned, it is just as well to 
say a few words about that gentleman. I 
mav remind hon. members that the people 
of ), ustralia owe a debt of gratitude to this 
party for having stated the true issue at 
stake when the question of conscription was 
submitted to the electors of Australia. The 
people were then told that Mr. Ryan and 
the members of this party were telling 
untruths, and they were further told that 
the men opposing conscription were disloyal 
to Australia and wore receiving German 
gold. What can we say of such statements 
earning froln men sup11orting a rnan like 
Mr. Hughes, who offered the men who had 
fought for Au"tralia an I 0 U to be paid 
later on in German gold? The correct name 
for that I 0 U is a Kathleen Mavourneon 
I 0 U-" It may be for years, it may be for 
ever." The Hon. Mr. Hughos stated that he 
had to break up the fifth division in order to 
supply other divisions with reinforcements, 
and he said that there was no provision for 
a sixth division. Lot me call the attention 
of hon. members to what the Premier of 
Canada stated on this subject. 

:Y1r. JYioRGAN: Why go back to the ark? 

:Y1r. KIRW AN: vYhy dig up the truth? 
Hon. members opposite· would go hack to the 
days of Adam if thC>y could get some scandal 
against the Lab<Jur party; and, if they could 
not got one, they would invent it. Sir 
Robcrt Borden, speaking in the Canadian 
Parliament, said-

" In March last (1917) I saw at the 
front a Canadian armv of four divisions. 
Australia had five divisions. Australia 
has reinforced five divisions without cun~ 
scription. She has enough reserves to 
replace every n1an in tho firing line. She 
has a larger arrny in reserve" than in thn 
firing line. She has five army divisions 
in France against Cana{_la's four." 

Hon. members opposite scandalised and 
slandere·d this country by saying that Aus­
tralia had not done enough. Yet. hm·e we 
have no less a person than the Prime 
Minister of Canada saying that she had done 
ample, and that she had done more by tho 
voluntary system, though 10,000 miles away 
from tho scene o£ conflict, than had been 
done by (\anada. \Vho made the statements 
I have referred to? Let mo quote a few 
testimonials to :Mr. Hughc•,, and those tcsti. 
monials I shall quote from Nationalist news­
papers. Here is· one. Mr. Holman, a 
brother ::\' ationalist, according to the Sydney 
Press of 11th January, 1918, made the 
following statement:-

"I have long known that Mr. Hughes 
is a. man whose pledged word is abso­
lutelv worthless: but I confess I am 
ama~cd a.nd depressed to find that tlw 
whole of his colleagues have joined in 
the exploit . . . . I can only attri­
bute it in certain cases as .due to a sense 
of mistaken loyalty to a man who has 
never been loyal to anybody or any· 
thing.n 

Hon. members opposite are never tired of 
repeating the same old slanders that I hearo 

twenty.fivo years ago against the Labour 
party, though those slanders ·have been 
refuted times without number. They 
repeated often the oourrilous statement that 
if Labour members were returned to the 
Commonwealth Parlia.ment, a woman's mar­
riag·o lines would not be worth the paper 
t.hey are writtHl on. They made that 
statement, though they know that it WHS 

slanderous and untrue. Mr. Fowler, another 
brother Nationalist, said of Mr. Hughos-

" My g-rcatc.;;t concern is: How long is 
Australia going to allow this calamitous 
mountebank, Hug·hes, to thrust her face 
in the gutter?" 

The present leader of the Opposition in 
Queensland, who moved a. vote of thanks to 
Mr. Hughes at the Exhibition Building, had 
previously said this-

" Mr Hughes is a hypocrite, and, <ts 
far as I know, the biggest hypocrite in 
Australia." -

That statement was made by a gentleman 
who is a. director of Finney, Isles, and Co., 
and who has advised that firm to invEcst in 
Queen street propertv, notwithstanding the 
land tax imposed by thi· Government. Here 
is another quotation, which is ta.ken from 
"The Land" of tho 11th January, 1918, the 
offici a! organ of the Farmers and Settlers' 
Association of Xew South vVales-

" Mr. Hughos has attained the very 
apotheosis of degradation and dishonour. 
Ho stands revealed to the whole W<Jrld 
as a leader ·whose solcrnn assurance IS no 
more dependable than that of the corn· 
111onest of racecourse 'spielers ' \vho 
pride themselves on their exceptional 
capacity for cheating and 'hood\vinkjng 
]e,s sophisticated people. . . . Ho 
has disclosed himself once for all as <1n 
unmitigated political impostor a1Hl 
cha.rJatan, who will stop at no form of 
trickery or chican0rv that will serve his 
<'nds and keep him c in the position and 
the pmn'r lw has so infamously abused." 

That is a statement made by the editor of 
"The Land." 

It has been rather amusing to listen to the 
rcusons given by 1nombers opposite for the 
success of the Queensland loan. This can be 
said with truth-that whatever success has 
heen aehieYed by the Queensland Govern­
ment in floating a loan on the London 
market, it has not been due to anything said 
by the Opposition inside or outside of this 
Honse, because if the people in London had 
listened to their speeches Queensland would 
not have been able to raise a penny. The 
"Courier," in discussing tho loan, said-

" The intrinsic credit of Queensland 
has been the really operative factor." 

The hon. member for Oxley declared that the 
money-lenders were burning with patriotism 
and desired to show their appreciation of 
what Austra.lians had done in the wa.r by 
subscribing to the loan twice the amount of 
money required. The hon. member for 
Maranoa stated that the success of the loan 
was due to the result of the Federal elections. 

111-. PETRIE : No. 
Mr. KIRW AN: It wa.s a.n Opposition 

member who said it, at any rate. Wha.t is 
the truth regarding this success? Is it duo 
to what the " Courier" says? Is it due to 
the desire to do homa.ge to the Queensla.nd 
soldier who played such an important part 
on the Western front? Or is it due to the 

Mr . .Kirwan.l 
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Federal elections? Notwithstanding all the 
misrepresentations that this party has been 
Bubjected to; notwithstanding all the vile 
olanders that have been hurled at this party, 
never has one financial journal in Great 
Britain written of this party that which was 
written by A. J. Wilmn in the "Investors' 
Review" in Gr~at Britain of the party that 
hon. members opposite have descended from 
-they represent its wreckage on the Opposi­
tion benches to-day. The " Daily Mail " in 
commenting on tho success of the recent loan, 
pointed out that the editor of the London 
''Times "-whom nobody will accuse of hav­
ing any particular leanings towards this party 
-stated that while the legislation of the 
Queensland Government might be question­
able, yet the conduct of their finances was 
much better handled than that of New South 
\Vales. What has the hon. member for 
Murilla got to say to that authority? 

Mr. MoRGAN: I have no brief for Holman. 

Mr. KIRW AN: Holman and Fuller-you 
cannot separate then. He is supported b:; a 
majority of Nationalist members, but, no 
doubt, if they find the load too heavy to 
<:arrv at the elections on this occasion the,;· \viil 
got rid of him by shoving him into the Agent­
G"neral's job in London. Mr. Grahame IS 

not a Labour man, and the stench of his 
action:, in conneetion with the \Yheat scandal 
in ::\'ew South Wales is that strong--

Mr. GUNN: Are you sure he is not a 
Labour man? 

Mr. KIRWAN: Yes. 
Mr. GuNN: Mr. Grahame was a Labour 

man. 

Mr. KIRW AN: I do not think so. I am 
satisfied that those men were received with 
open arms in the saw,e way that Mr. Hughes 
and others were received when they went 
out on the conscription campaign. Hon. 
members opposite cannot wash their hands 
like Pilate and say, "We know not th1s 
man." 

Mr. MORGAN: They were all Labour. 

Mr. KIRWAN: The extracts I am now 
going to read are taken from the " Investors' 
Review," and they were reprinted in the 
" \Vorker" of 27tlh March, 1897. 

Mr. GuNN: Twenty-two years ago. 

:\1r. KIRW AN: It does not matter. ThB 
longer ago it was, it is all the better, 
because hon. members opposite cannot say 
that Labour legislation, they cannot say that 
the Bolsheviks, they cannot say that the 
I.W.\V. clement, they cannot say that the 
go-slow element had any effect. The only 
people who carried any influence in this 
Chamber, or in tJhe Chamber next door, at 
that time were the party opposite or their 
representatives. They were the people who 
were supposed to know all about finance; 
thcv had the management of the Queensland 
::\ational Bank and other banks entirely in 
their hands and they wer·e responsible for the 
biggest financial crash that ever occurred in 
Australia. Hon. members opposite talk about 
commandeering meat. We commandeer·ed 
meat, but we paid for it, while in 1893 the 
Government then sitting on these benches 
comme~ndeered all the deposits in the banks 
of Queensland that went into liqui.dation, 
and business men who wanted theJr own 
monev for business purposes had to pay 6 per 
cent. ·interest for it and had to wait years­
some of them for .a quarter of a century-

[Mr. Kirwan. 

for money which was their own. That hap­
pen·e·d, not under a Labour Governrnent, but 
under a Government composed of gentlemen 
who were heaven-born financiers. 

::V1r. BRENXAN: A lot of criminals; that is 
w:hat they were. They ought to have been 
gaoled. 

Mr. KIR\1' AN: This article is headed 
"Queensland ::\'ational Bank Swindle," and 
it reads-

" It has been announced that the 
Government of this settlement is coming 
here for another loan, the proceeds of 
which shall lie at the Bank of England 
to meet the interest on its already exist­
ing debt as and when due. This is quite 
proper. After what has come to light 
regarding tiho National Bank of the 
colony, neither its Government nor its 
people are to be trusted with our money." 

That has never been said about a Labour 
Government. It was said about a good, solid 
Liberal Government. or a Conservative 
GoYQrnmcnt. or a ~ationaiist Government, 
or a. progressive GovernnlOnt, or any other 
name by which they like to call themselves. 
Further on I find this-

" A 11 prudent persons can ·do is to 
take the utmost care that no more of 
their money OYer finds its way to Queens­
land on any pretence. Brand the 
sdtlement as a disgrace to the English 
name, and het it alone until it comes to 
itself and decides to wipe out the disgrace 
this ugly story has put upon it." 

I mig·ht read a lot more from the article, 
but these two extracts are quite ample to 
demonstrate what I wish to demonstrate­
that under an anti-Labour Government com­
posed of all the heav-en-born financiers that 
could then be rak0d up in Queensland, we 
fmd this pooition existing: that the:· actually 
borrowed~ancl the committee of investiga­
tion in connection with the Queensland 
J\ ational Bank proved this fact~ they actually 
borrowed some £600,000 ostensibly for the 
pnrposc of financing the requirc~rr1cnts of 
Queensland, but in reality that money was 
put into the bank for the purpose of trying 
to keen it on its feet. No such corruption 
has evCr exi~ted under anv Labour Govern­
ment; and yet hon. members opposite hold 
up their hands in holy horror and come here 
"s the Simon Pur os of politics, and charge 
this Government with all sorte of alleged 
ach of maladministration. I challenge hon. 
members opposite to bring forward any act 
of the Labour Government which compares 
with those acts of prev-ious Liberal Govern­
ment,. Take the wheat scandal in New 
South \'\'ales, in which several members of 
the N0w South \Valos 'Government are mixed 
''P· Hon. members opposite cannot say that 
then' is anv scandal a-ttaching to Labour 
members. They mav disagree with our views, 
and they may oppose our platform on the 
vrounds that it is not in the interests of 
Queensland or i.!l the interests of Australia 
so far as thP Commonwealth party is con­
ecrned. but thev cannot sav that th<' Labour 
Government has done otbe'r than administer 
J-.onestlv and fairly the affairs of the State. 
One hon. member opposite said this was a 
partv of dc<trurtion. 'What a wonderful 
<liscoverv! Does the hon. member know that 
this pa1:tv stands for reconstruction? Does 
he know· that the Gov-0rnments ·which held 
the reins of power in the various European 
countries when this d"'vactating war broke 
out were anti-Labour Governments, and with 



Ways and "vleans. [8 JANvARY.] TVays (hcl j];Jeaas. 20!)7 

.all their alleged gifts of stat<•smanship the0· 
were unable t.u prevent the greatest catas­
trophe that bas e\·cr overtaken the human 
racP '? The lntc \Yar was a disgrace to 
civil].•.ation. If you want a rwrty of destruc­
tion. :·ou haye it in all the Governments of 
Europe; GoYernn1ent.s of autocracy in the 
Yarions countric•s, all doing· their leYel bc'jt 
to destrov. 1 sav it dcliberatclv so far as 
sorne of the ~\ ll i{;s arc concerned; I do not 
~n': it '-O far 1\S Great Britain was concerned, 
Lccnt~l~ GrPat Britain was forc0d into it bv 
a secret treatv. Just bero it might be as woil 
to sa v a word or two •about secret tr·ea ties. 
SeYel:al memberc· of the British GoYernment. 
the British Parliament, and the British 
people did not know of the <existence of a 
secret treaty with France-that if ehe was 
attacked by Germany, Great Britain would 

. have to come to her assistance. 

An 0PPOS!'l'IOX ME~IBER: That >Yas known 
publicly. 

Mr. KlRWAl\i: It ".as not known publicly. 
When the Pnme Mm1"tcr of Great Britain 
Mr. Asquith. was asked if such an agreement 
existed, he denied it, and it was not until 
Viscount French. who is at present running 
.a fine system of Prussianism in Ireland, pub­
.hshcd his book that the people of the British 
D01n!nion~ \Ycre a\va.re that such a treaty 
v, .as m o:ustence. Look at the result of their 
policy of destruction in Europe. As the hon. 
me111ber for Bowen point·cd out, 10,000,000 of 
the prune of the manhood of the nations of 
Europe wee sacrificed in that struggle. '\Ve 
do not need to mention the untold sacrifices 
and indeseribable sufforings of the women 
aiJd children, particularly the women of 
S·Pl'Yia .an·d of Arn1fmia, who were n1as~<1cred 
after suffering the most diabolical of tortures. 
Yet to-day. after all this tremendous sacrifice, 
we have an open confession from the GoYern­
lT!CI tQ. of F:urope that thev arc unable to 
JHCYent a repetition of tl1is awful era of 
destruction. Wo are told to-clay by Lord 
Jelhcoe that we must prepare in Australia 
for the next war. \Vo had a general landino­
in Sydney the other day who said that if h~ 
had his v. ay he woulcl pass immediately a J.aw 
which wouJ.d enable the Commonweaith Go­
V<'rnmcnt to send the Australian manhood 
anywhere OLlt of Australia to fight. I under­
stood tl1ls war .was to destroy militariBm, but 
from l1(Y f·C'Ud1ng to-day I arn comnelled to 
say-and I say it with feelings of dc~p regret 
-1t has enthroned militari.m, which is 
stronger, to-day in every country in the world 
except Germany, where 1t has been crushed, 
than It OYer was before. Sm·vey the military 
nnd naval votes ovc1· in Arncric.a Great Bri­
-tain, Japan, Franco, Italy, or' any other 
Power outside the Central Empires. You 
will find that these votes have increased 
to an enormous extent, that the people 
ha Ye not onlv to find interest on the 
trt:~nrm!dons a1n~ount of rnoney that 1.vas fired 
away and thrown away in this awful 
<.' vastating war. but they have to bear an 
.,dditionnl burden. not for the purpose of 

·Cl whing German militarism-for that has 
been crushed bevond all hope of recoYerv. 
1 \-Ly ie it necessary in the case of those 
Go,·e~·nmC'nts who tell us thu,t they possess 
mtclhgenco and g1fts of statesmanship and 
uo able to guide the destinies of nations? 
vYhatcver else may be sai.cl about the Labour 
party-people may question its principles, 
·they may contend that they are based on 
.unsound ideas. but 'thev cannot t·av that as a 
,party we do not stand" for peace and for the 

1920-6 N 

pe>1~eful development of the world. Do-es 
any hun. gentleman think it is any credit 
to a Gove~·nment to be responsible fer the 
carnage, the slaught·cr and th0 devastation 
in Europe to-day'( Only this rnorning in the 
"Daily Mail" I found this-and this is not 
in on uncivilised countrY, it is not a1nong 
the Red Indians or son;e other .uncivilised 
tribes-bnt oocmTl'd in Em·ope as a result of 
this catastrophe, the late war-

,, .AUS1'HIA'S PLIGHT. 
'' F.DIINE STALKS THE LAND. 

"London, l\1onday.~Thc correspon­
dent of ' The Times' at Vienna says that 
while ,-isiting the forc;t of Dornbach he 
had .a nightmare in the sight of an 
unending procession of wan and gaunt 
people of all ages, clad in drenched rags, 
that str,,arned through the snow and rain 
carrying bundles of fuel gathered in the 
forest. Some wore so weak that after 
stagg·ering along the} fell prostrate 
beneath their bundl.es. Others glanced 
indifferentlv at those who had fallen, 
neither he1~ding nor helping them, but 
carrying their own troubles in their 
aching hf.:arts. '' 

'That is what the Labour party are not 
responsible for. 'They have nothing like that 
to their credit. and 011 the daY of the fiu.al 
judgment when the recording" angel opens 
the Book of Life thoro will be no damnable 
things of that kind to the credit of the 
La.bour part,; they will be due to the anti­
Labour policy which has controlled the 
d{'~tinics of Europe. 

Mr. MORGAN: You have a Labour party in 
Russia. 

Mr. KIRWAN: I have not got the time 
to-night to discuss the Labour party in 
Russia. I am prepared to meet the hon. 
membe·r any time he likes to discuss that. 
I want to say that the statements made 
about the horrors of Russia are nothing 
compare-d with the horrors that we supported 
if \Y(· supported Deuikin and that cron-d. I 
road in an American journal that Yudcnich 
did not take the trouble to hang his pri . .;;mH~l'S; 
he made them hang themselve>S. 'That is 
the crowd the allies arc supporting. If the 
hon. rneu1bcr's hun1anitarian sent.in1ents are 
so outraged by the actions of the· Bolsheviks 
in Russia, >Yhy was it he did not raise his 
voice in protest when the autocracy of H.ussia 
u_,_'h'd iu th :t mPrcilt-~s fu;-;hion '! lie IH~Yel· 
said anything about the Czar and the way 
in which he treated those who stood for 
frcedon1 of snccch-·whif'h the hon. n1cnlher 
for Drayton ·spoke of ycstol'day. \.nyone 
who Htood for frcedorn of SDQCch iu Huf. ~la 
\Vent to fhc rnincs of Siberia; if he vYero nblo 
to get there. 

Mr. BEBBINGTOX : 'There is no fre-edom of 
speech here. 

Mr. KIRW AN: 'This House .and this Com­
mittee are governed by a set of Standing 
Orders, and those were framed in case there 
were members of this Chamber who did not 
behave as gentlemen. I remember on one 
occasion the· Hon. Mr. Huxham, the present 
Minister for Pqblic Instruction, and myself 
were fired out one morning at half-past 3 for 
doing the same thing as the Hon. Waiter 
Henry Barnes did yesterday afternoon, and 
that was disobeying the orde·rs of the Chair. 
vV e were asked to tell, and we refused; and, 
notwithstanding that every other member of 
tho Opposition had refused from midnight, 
we were suspended, and we walked out like 

MT. KiTwan.] 



2098 Ways and 111eans. [ASSE2\IBL Y.] ·ways and ]];Jeans. 

gentlemen and did not " belly-ache" about 
it and did not cast reflections on the Chair. 
The Standing Orders wgre framed by hon. 
gentlemen opposite to deal with the Labour 
party when they came into this House, and 
when they get a taste of their own medicine 
thE"y squeal and squirm. But when they see 
a Labour man being fired out of this Cham­
ber it is a cause of joy-the kind of joy that 
" passetl1 all human understanding." Coming 
back to the war, I want to point out that, 
as far as the cost is concerned, it is simply 
appalling. We have hon. gentlemen criti­
cising the administration of this Government 
because the Government see fit to incre·ase 
the salaries of the lower-paid public servants, 
giYe the school teachers a decent living wage, 
and insist that the men in the Railway 
Department shall be paid at such a rate that 
they can live in decency and comfort. \Ve 
are condemned for doing that. 

Mr. SrzER: No, you are not. 
Mr. KIRWAN: Yes, we are. Hon. gentle­

men opposite say we are spending too much 
money. The hon. member for Nundah will 
have an opportunity to give us an analysis 
of what amount of money is included that 
does not corno under increased .salaries and 
wages so far as the GoYernment departments 
aro concerned. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: You are spending money 
in sending navvies up to do useless 'vork in 
order to win elections-that is what we 
complain about. 

'Ylr. KIRW AN: The hon. member for 
Dravton has another bad attack of what an 
Prnillont English statesman called "spasn1odic 
morality." (Laughter.) I remember the 
tirne when he sat behind a Gcn'{~rn­
ment in which one of the Ministers had a 
special train going round Queensland from 
the day of nominations till the day of the 
poll. The hon. gentleman sat here and kept 
his tonguQ in his cheek and never said one 
word about it. I want to point out that, 
wlwn we come to consider the cost of this 
war and consider that when a Governme·nt 
attempts, either by loan money or by taxa­
tion, to do something by way of developing 
the State, we hear objections to it. Take a 
brief bird's-oye view of the· money spent on 
thi.'· war. I am s;.waking U!l to :\![arch, 1918. 
It amo1.1nted to £32,000.000,000. One gentle­
man who sat down and computed the interest 
made the statement that, if a man had 
started shovelling half-sovereigns one a 
miuute when Adam was formed out of the 
day of the earth, and shovelled them da v 
b,v day, month by rnonth, year by year, an;1 
century by century down to the present time, 
he would onlc,· haYe shovelled the interest on 
tho v n r dE~bt. Dealing with the casualties 
cuuserl by the war, if it were possible to put 
them bead to foot theY would form a bJ'ace-
1< t for the· entire globe'. That is not mention­
ing the women and children who peri,hed 
in A rmenla and in Servia. and vv·ho are 
dving to-day in thousands in both Austria 
<ttld ~Germany as th~ result of starvation. 

i\Ir. BEBBINGTON: Who is to blame? 

Mr. KIR\\' AN : How long has the war 
been over? I have heard people say we 
Britishers do not make war on women and 
children. Doc·s the hon. gentleman say that 

we should ? Does not his inter­
[8.30 p.m.] jection justify my statement in 

saying he stands to-day an alleged 
Englishman, what for-" ar on women and 

[Jlcfr. Kii'INlll. 

children bee a use they belong to an enemy 
countrv' He is not satisfied with slaughter­
ing their men. Now he wants to slaughter 
by slow starvation their women and children. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : You know you are tolling 
a deliberate lie; and it is not the first you 
have told to-night. 

The TE~1I'ORARY CI-J:AIRMA~ : Order ! 

~lr. DEBBINGTON: I say it is a deliberate 
lie. 

~lr. KIRWA:'\: I repeat that when I 
n1aUe the ~taterncnt that \VOITlCll and children 
were dying of starvation he said, " They 
des{-~rve it," or son1ething to that effect. 

.:\'Jr. BEBBINGTON: ~othing of the sort. 

jVJr. KIRWAC'J: Or. "Whose fault is it?" 
If the hem. mmnbcr says he does not bolievc­
jn the ~t<.u·vation of 'vomen and children, 
why does ·he not get up and denounce the 
blockadu whieh hac been contmued by the 
Allies on the Central Powers since the armis­
tice' They stand for the blockade w hi eh 
was responsible foe the starv<~tion of tho 
Central Powers to-day. 

1lr. BEBBlNGTON: vVhat have Wf' o·ot to do 
with the blockade? You arc ~blockadi. 
enoctgh. (Loud laughter.) 

Mr. KIHWA::\': I am hitting the hon. 
me111ber. ncyerthe1ess; and I want to say-a.-. 
I said at the out,et of mv speech-that any 
statemeut I mflke on the floor of this House 
I am prq1ared to back up, unlike t~e hon. 
rncn1lwr v;hen he makes staternents rn tlus 
l1ousc. On on(~ occasion the hon. n1em her 
made a 'tatccrnent in this llouse, and the 
then TreasnrN, the present Premier, asked· 
him to supply him with particulare. Although; 
the hem. member made a dchberate state­
ment that the GoYornment had collected· 
land tax fron1 certain rrten, it was found on 
inYestio·ation in the office that only one had 
paid l~nd tax, and he had paid a snHlr 
amount. But the hon. member d1d not 
apologise. The hon. rr1e1nher last nigh~ 1nadc 
statements that he knew were dehbcrate 
untruths, and if hf' did not, then the less said' 
about his intelligence the better. 

Jl,h. BEBBINGTON: You liye in the town .. 
You know nothing about the country. 

:Yir. KIRWAN: The hon. member hae said 
that because I live in the city I have no idea 
of the conditions of the country. I want. to 
tell the hon. member that I know somElthmg 
a hout them, and I have just as much sym­
pathy as the hon. member-a great deal more 
svmpathv than the hon. member-for the 
f;rming 'communitv. He stands for the pro­
fiteer ,;-ne! exploita'tion. 

Mr. DEBBINGTON: What rot ! 

:\Ir. KIRW AN: The hon. member stood 
up in this House and said that he was in 
fayour of taking farn1··rs' pons, \'du~-thcr they 
liked it or not. and sending thorn to the 
front to be made fodder for cannon, 
>elthough everybody knew there w;r" quit"' 
c~ough rf'inforcements oYer ther<'. The hon. 
member misrepresented the position on every 
public platform on which he ~tood. 

:Yh. BERBDiGTON: The farmers' '-0n6 fought 
for men like .vou. 

Mr. KIR\NA~: Tlw hon. member may 
sav \Yhat he likes about mv attitqdc on thl 
vn!r. I am prepRrcd to defend it on every 
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pos .]blc occa~H1n. At any rate, I repeat, for 
the bencllr of the hon. nwn1ber--he vvab 11ot 
in the Chamber at the time-that I am not 
onf' of the party who offered the. Australian 
soldiers an I 0 U, redeemable Ill German 
gold. (Hf'rrr. hear!) The hon. rne1nber went 
.!·onnd the Darling Downs and supportt~d 
:\liniste1s of the Crown ,.-ho stand for that. 

:3Ir. GRAYSOX: Ryan objected to our 110t 
getting nwre Gcr1nun gold. 

:\h. KIH\YA:\': The hon. mcmlJer is not 
to 1nx the 12,148 person~ \Yho have 

amounting to £413,000,000 in A1."· 
traliu. A 5 ncr cent. taxation on that '.\ealth 
·,youlcl realise £20,000.000-that is, taxing 
only thp pt·ople 1vho ·have property of the 
ya]uc <lf m·er £5,000 each. ~o! Ho sa~ s, 
"\YHit until Genna11y pays up tbo indmn­
n]h·.·) That is hls iclc't of ~ho\ving his apln·e­
ciation for the wldier. 

JI!Ir. ROBERTS : That \\"as vour resolution at 
the Lal-)our Confercuce in October. 

:\Ir. KIR\Y A::\: The hon. member is 
;:;tutiHg a delibcrnte untruth, and he knows 
i1. 

:\Ir. BEBBIXGTOX: You were the first man 
stand up in this Chamber and adYocatc 
C'Ollfi::-cation of the lntercst on war bond;:;. 

~-,Ir. KIRW A.:\ : :\ly time is up, and I 
want to s:J.v thi: in conclu-sion. 'Three 
hundred thcn.i'sand Australians enlisted to do 
thPir duty in connection with the grf~at wnr. 
\Vhcn the \realthy cln~scs \YCrc appealed to 
to L'lHl their monl·.r--not gin) it-what did 
thPY ~~av ·( Th0v snid, •· Th0 rah~ of interest 
is 3~ p0r cent.; we 'vant 4~ pf•r cPnt., and 
\Ye \Yant it free of State and Federal income 
tax." In other words, "vYhile the men of 
Australia nro giving their livE?s," they said. 
" \Ye \vant 6 per cent.; . wo want our pound 
of ficsh." And it is because I denounced 
that forn1 of "brunllnag' m" patriotis.rn that 
the l10n. n1en1bt1 r dared dclibcratclv to rnis­
rcpresent \Vhat I 'aid in this Chamber. 
(Gonermnent cheere.) 

::\-lr. ~IORGA.:\ '{JhtT "1/a): I have no doubt 
th:~t thP. hon. utcn1ber's sncPch !YLlY he vcrv 
intc1·c-;.,.ting from one point of YiP,_,.,~ but in {t 
he ne\"er touched upon one line of the 
Financi a! Statement. 

Mr. KTRWAN: I took up all my tim:e 
replying to your lies, 

Mr. :VIORGAX: I think I mov take for 
n1v text a rcn1ark rnade bv the Treasurer 
bPfor(~ he hcca~ne Prentier, ·or occupi0d an 
in1porto nt lWBition in the Govcrrnnent of this 
State. The rcm~n·k ho n1adc w;:; '. "Finallro 
is the br1 is and the t0~t of good govcrn­
rncnt." I fr·cl sure that th0 n~mark. whE'n 
it. wa:" Inade, \Yas Inudc sinccrclv bv th0 
Pren1icr. who at that particuln" 'tin1C ~~-as 
sitting in opposition. and I feel sure also 
that hcarin,g his remarks mnst have 
felt 1vas quite correct. If that i~ so, 
the TrPasurcr .and his Govcnnnent have 
a~r.olutely fai1C'd so fru~ as good government 
i~ ('oncc~rnPd. hocauso ne\"C:" bPforc in the 

of this Commonwealth of Anstralia­
f>Y0n cu·ing in mind the fact that in 'vVest 
Au"'tr(llia tb0 La hnur party n1adc a miser­
a hJ0 fJ<Jsh of the finnncns--neyer before in 
the '1istorY of \.ustralio h'lS a Stat0 !wen so 
hqrllv 1RnagPJ finaneiall:,v tlS this StatP. 
<luring th0 last fiYc vear,, ~Yhen thn 1,aho'lr 
Government took over control we had had for 

eleven successive years stnall surpluses. 
Queensland at that" time was one ?f the 
brightest stars-if not abeolutely the brightest 
star-in the firmament of the States of Aus­
tralia. People 1.verc flocking here from all 
parts of the Commonwealth. from New Zea­
land, and other parts of the world, anxious 
to embark in land scttlc'l1Cnt and make 
QLleenshmd their home. BLlt what -do we 
find has happened in this short period of fin: 
years? To-day we find that Queensland, 
instead of being that bngbt stor whH'h 
undoubtedly five or six year~ a go she \nH3. 

is at the present moment the Cinderclla of 
the Australian States. Go whore you \Yill 
to any part of Au~tr.aliH to-day, ~ ou will 
finrl. that you have only to rrwntion the narnc 
of Queensland to bave people point the finger 
of scorn at her. 

Mr. BRENXAN : Why? 

Mr. MORGAN: Why 1 Owing to the 
fact that the preocnt GovE\rl1lrH'nt havo 
ruined hPr in i.hP estimation of those who 
live in other parts of the world. In m:· 
opinion) it is a very great pitv in one ·,,a\ 
that the ex-Pre1nier rz:sirrn0d as he did, 
flPC<lUSP it WftS owing to cthe fact that he 
endeavoured to capture tho Cmmnol'wealth 
that Queensland >vas so badlv advertised 
throughout the rest of Australia. In order 
to prevent. Mr. Ryan's ohtaiHing in th0 Cor;l­
momvealth the power that ho possessed m 
Queensland, from obtaining the position of 
PrimP l\lini"tcr. it was nf'crssa r.v ··igbt 
throughout the length and breadth of 
Australia--

The SECRE1'ARY FOR AGRICULTURE and 
GovERN1IENT MEo!BERS: To circulate lies. 

Mr. MORGA~: Not to eireulatA lies but 
to " tell the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth" about Mr. Ryan's 
Administration. I absolutely defy any 
member on the Governw,ent side of this 
House to show that anv of the figure'' placed 
before the people of A 1.;stralia were any other 
than fir-ures compiled by Knibbs or by the 
different departments of the Queensland State 
Government, or from tho Auditor-General's 
report, as the case may have been. Ever:v­
thing printed or circulated as to Queensland's 
financial position was pcrfcctlv true and 
correct-. As I have said. for eleYen succes­
sive years we were prosperous and lived 
within our means. During over sixty years. 
under successive Liberal ad mini ,,trations, the· 
accunwlatod taxation only amounted to 
£1 Se. 2d. per head of the population. In the 
first four years that the present Government 
were in power, the taxation rose by leaps and 
bounds until it reached £4 Os. 9d. per capita; 
and the additional taxation that the Govern­
ment now propose to place upon the tax­
payers o-f this State will amount to no less a 
sum than £1 13s. 4d. per head-a greater 
increase in one vear than the whole taxation 
of over sixty years of Liberal administra­
tion. In five vears thi[.t Government \Yill havo, 
increased the taxation per head from 
£1 Ss. 2d. to £5 15s. 1d. Five years ago we 
\Yere the lowelt taxed people in the 
Commonwealth : to-day we are in the sorry 
position of being more he a vilv taxed than 
any other State in Australia. Hon. members 
on both sides will agree with me that there· 
is no State in Australia that ne~ds develop­
ing more than Queensland. In regard to 
developmental 'mrk, we are right behind in 
<'very rcc-peot. The hon. m,ember for Bowen 
hcts told us of the wonderful resources of 

Mr. 1"tforyan.] 
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his e],ctorate. and, no doubt, there are other 
districts equally as rich; and what is neces· 
sary to develop those resources is money. But 
1s 1t hkely that we shall encourage people to 
come to this State to invest their capital in 
den•loping those resources when they dis­
cover that we stand head and shoulders 
above every other State in Australia in the 
matter of tcxation? When people contem­
plate developing the resources of anv locality, 
they inquire, first of all, as' to the 
taxation that will bo imposed upoP them 
.Undoubtedly, the wilful, wastciul extrava­
. gancc of the present Government during tho 
past fin· years has prevented the introduction 

·of millions of pouPds into this State. I can 
give numerous instances in '\vhich invest­
ments havn not beer made because of the 
administration c f the present Government. 
I can nc.entior the ease of one property not 
far from my electorate where monev was 

·coming from the South to purchase and stock 
a particular pa ·>oral property. But, owing 
to the legielation of t:his Governmert, its 
administrn,t~ve extravagance, and the way in 
which the pastoral industry was being 
attacked, these people declined to inve~t their 
money in Qtloenslard, and thev are now 
thinking of going to the Argenti> e, "here 
they intend to go into the pastoral ir>dustry, 
:'OOlWr than engage in pastora 1. purs.uits in 
Queensland. I can also tell hon. members 
that there are people leaving this State 
.1lmost daily and going to Soui l1 America 
with a Yic\v to 1nvestigating what can be 
dono in Uruguay, Argentina. a1Jd other 
countries thoro, irtcnding eventually to get 
rid of their interests in this country and to 
.sc'ttle in South America if the r·eports are 
;.satisfactor:T. Advance agents are leaving 
Queensland almost daily with that object in 
08\V. 

::\1r. BRENKAX : \Vho arc they? 

'1\lr. J\fORGA:'\: 
ro mention nan1,os. 

There 1s no nocessity 

:.\h. BREX'\'AK: You cannot, because you 
n re not telling the truth. 

i\Jr. MORGA~: I could give the names if 
I desired. I could mention the name of one 
member of this House who will be leaving 
·.shortly with t:hat object in view; but I do not 
intend to n1cntion uan1es. 

Nlr. Bm:xNA:-1: Liko the rest of c·our state· 
n1onb ! There js no truth in anYthing you 
eay. You ne\·er told the truth in your life. 

Mr. MORGA=": vVhat I say is absolutely 
<:orrcct, but I have no intention of giving 
the names of thew people. At the present 
moment the country is not being developed. 
Go into tho far \Vestern portions of this 
State. and vou will find stations which at 
one .time \H:;.c prosperous and well kept, the 
fences in good repair, the country well rung 
and in1provod; and now, after four or five 
years of the administration of the present 
Govcrnn!ent, there are signs of neglect. 
Sucl;;::c1 arc not being kept do1vn; ring­
Larking is being neglected; the fences arc 
tumbling down; the buildings aro not being 
kept in repair; and, in every vvay, the places 
arc showing signs of decay. The o\vners are 
not prepared to spend money in keeping their 
:places in the condition that they were in 
a few years back. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: vYhero 
·lrC these places? 

fMr Morgan. 

Mr. MORGA:'\: You can go to mv elec­
torate, you can go into the Maranoa, 
Warrego, and Balonnc electorates, and you 
will see what I haYe seen in mv traYels 
during ,the past few mont:hs. In t'he town­
ships in those localities you will find the 
buildings suJiering more or less from neglect 
and decay. This is due to the fact that the 
Gm·ernment are doing all that they possibly 
can to kill the industries that have kept 
Queensland in a sound position up to five 
:-·cars ago. \Y c obtain all our -wealth fron1 
the soil. Our principal industry-grazing­
is boing attacked on all sides. It is ovidently 
the idea of hon. members opposite, simply 
becausH certain individuals or companies 
have large pastoral holdings, that they are 
to be taxed in season and out of season with 
a view to providing money for the extr.a­
vaganco and ·waste of the present w,o1nent 111 
and around the cities and towns of the 
State. In Pvery locality-\vith the ·exception, 
perhaps, of a few fa 1·ourPd spots-,-the man 
on the land is bei!lg dri;, en off owiHg to tlit) 
fact that he has not been g-ivf'n thr> encour­
a gemc11t by· tho Govern1nent that ho dc~erYcs. 
Is it not an absolute fact that the people aro 
lenYir.g the country arJ con1ing into the 
towns? vVas not this referred to only a 
few days ago b:: Archbishop Duhig- himself? 
Did he not impress upor his people the 
necessity for the young men of his flock 
goir-g into the country, instead of being 
cdncated to fill nositions in the public 
service and other v:alks of life in tho to1vns? 
Did he not impress upon thcrn the necossit:-, 
hom the national point of view, of going 
into tho country? 

Mr. DFKSTA;>;: Ho did not say they wero 
leaving their farn1s. 

Tvlr. ;'>lORGA::\': He mav not have said 
they \Yf:11'2 leaving their fai:'nls, but. as one 
\vho travels and o~:::;crves 1vhat is going on, 
he knows that that is \Yhat is happening. 
\Ve all know that. Taking the fig-ures from 
our O\Vn Agricultural Dc11artment's report 
we find that there are eYflr 60 many loss 
engaged in the l,roducing indw,trics no\v 
than there vvere some time ngo. T.hose indus­
tries have not now the att;.·actions that other 
industries possess in and around the city. 

Mr. GLEDSO"f: Yet the value of our pro­
ducts is greater. 

::.\Ir. MORGAN: The value of our products 
cannot be taken into con::sidcration, as it is 
greater owing to the high vricos. It is far 
better for u to produce a grcr1ter quantity. 
At the preGcnt time we know that prices are 
inflated in respect to all the products of the 
soil. 'vYe shonld produce a greater quantity, 
but rig·ht throughout the Financial State· 
ment I do not cee any encouragement held 
out to the men engaged in primary produc­
tion. 

l\fr. COLLTNS: \Vhat about the nse m 
sugar? Tell the truth. 

Mr. :\10RGAN: The producing industries 
are not getting the support which they should. 
\VL• find that in the ~outhcrn Statci. o"·ing 
l<> the drought, loan money is being set aside 
witb tho view of assisting the struggling 
settlor and placing him upon a sound founda­
tion the moment the drought breaks up. 
But what do we find in our dairying locali­
ties to-day? vVe have an illustration in my 
O' :n electorate. and also in adjoining elec­
torates. A great number of small dairymen 
have lost 75 per cent., and up to 100 per 
cent., of their herds. Although the rain has 
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come, the drought has not broken, I am sorry 
to sa7. other than on the coastal portions of 
the State. 1\'c have had isolated rains on 
tbP Darliug Downs. but further \H~st. practi­
callY nu ra;n at all. It cannot be said that 
in the great pastoral areas of the State the~ 
drought has yet broken. All the va-t hinter­
land is yet · ufforing from the efl'ccts of th<' 
·drought. T.he mom0nt the drought breaks 
\VO >Yill find hundreds of small men with 
any amount of grass but with no cattle, with 
no :;;;Ped for the purpose of growing crops, 
and the Government is making no provision 
with the view of helping those men immedi­
ately they have the wherewithal in the way 
of todd2r an<l gra". 

1\Ir. GLEDSOK : Y on know that is not cor­
rect. The Government will supply them with 
seed wheat at any time. 

:'11r. CoLLINS: \Ve have already made pro-
vision. \Vhat about the Co-operative 
-.\gricultnral Production Act? 

}h-. "l.\10RGA:\': \Ve know that no pro­
vision has been made in that direction at all. 
In the Southern States the Governments 
ha vo bC'on buying up thousands of dairy 
heifers, with the view of the settlers getting 
them immf'diately they are required. They 
are rt'>erving Beed wheat, so that the moment 
the planting ,eason comes round the farmer 
will be able to plant his w,heat. What has 
this Govermnent done'? Last year it made a 
cornpla.int about the farmers not using the 
<ced wheat which they offered to them then. 
Why was that'! It 1eas simply because the 
Government loft it to the last few weeks of 
the planting season. when most of the 
farmers had made arrangemeJtts to obtain 
seed wheat in other directions. Even these 
who obtained t,he first supply of wheat from 
the Government found it was almost too late 
to plant. It is just the same with the 
fodder which is hung up in Melbourne at the 
prc',;ent moment. Cattle have been d.ying 
for months, and this produce should have 
come to the department six mont.hs ago, so 
as to assist the farmer: the Government 
should have had a regular supply coming 
from the other States everv month to save 
the dairv herds. Thousands of cattle would 
ha vc been saved if the dcpartmoffi had had 
a regular supply of fodder available to help 
the farmers. The Government has ordered 
about 250 tons of cha!I, and the droug.ht 
has broken, and a great number of those 
farmers who ha vc placed their orders with 
the GoYen1n1cnt and sent in a cheque \vill, 
b.'' the time the fodder reaches them, have 
sufficient of their own to carry on with. 

::\11-. GLEDSO~ : K ot six months ago you 
objected to the State purchasing fodder from 
tl__.c South. 

:\Ir. }10RGA~: I never cbjeeted to it, 
butif the GoYornment do anything, let them 
do 1t at once. If the Government are going 
to supply the farmNs with seed >vheat 
during the con1i.ng planting 5eason, vvhich 
>vi!: be on in March, April, and May, let 
them get to work now. But the department 
does not rnake a commencement. Perhap-s 
about Yiay a deputation will wait upon the 
Government from both sides of t-he House, 
and the Government will then decide to get 
the _,,heat, but by the time they get it and 
grade it. it will be too late for planting. 
That is the wav the Government acts so far 
as assistance t~ farmers is concerned. Its 

aBsjstance is alwaYs too late, and we are 
thus led to believe that it is not the genuine 
intention of the Government to assist the 
fanners in an~\ direction. 

would like to say a few words m· 
CC''ll1('ction ·with the taxatlon proposals of. 
ihe GoYern1nc-nt. I notico that the incon1c 
t.' is to be <.dtcrcd in scnno directions. and 
I ap1n·cyp of of the dif1'erent 1'-ays in 
"~:. hich taxation to ap1)ly. Sornc ti111e ago, 
wlH•n an incornc tnx propos~:l \\'US ln·ought 
b •fore thP House, I moved in the direction 
of rnaking an allowance of £52 for a 1vifo, 
or other pc;rson dependent upon the taxpayer, 
hut the motion wac< thrnv:n out by the 
Labour Government. Since then, at a con-­
fcrPncP hold in Sydney. the Labour party 
ha-.,~(~ adopted that suggestion as a part of 
1lwi r polic:-'. and the Government now re.cog­
nisl-" that a married rnan should get soruc 
cor.sidernt?nn in regard to taxation, which 
saves what may be called a bachelor's tax; 
but they aro not going far enough in that 
direction. Thcv sbould 1nako an allowance 
of £52 for the- wife of a taxpayer, as £26 
is not sufficient. At the present time it is 
the tnarrjcd rnan with a vvife and fa1nilv 
who is "uffcring tho severest hardships. The 
single man, with his high wages and short 
hours, has any amount of money with which 
to attend the an1userncnts and tho racE•s, and 
is in no vva Y up against hardships or 
scarcity. If thcrt? is anything vve can do 
to rPlieYe the 1narried rnan and place the 
burden on the single individual, it is the 
duty of the Govm·nment to do it. 

Mr. COLLINS: You want to lllake the 
conditions so that the single n1an IYiJl get 
rnarric·d. 

Mr. MORGAN: The conditions are w 
good that he does not want to take a wife. 
In my opinion, these coudltions do n_ot rnake 
auv dlfTei'PliCC. \Ve vvant to pTOYldc that 
a r"nan with a wife and farnily is not 1wnali~cd 
bt>cansc he is doinp; his ·duty in that 
connection. 

\Vith re;ard to land taxation. YYe have 
had on four different ocras1ons an amending~ 
Lane! Bill brought bdore the House with 
the view repudiating the agreen1ent 
c·nterccl into a pn:!\·iou::) Govcrn1nent ~.v·ith 
the pa2-toralists of tho State. and on Pach 
occasion that Bill hns lK'f'D thro\Yn out by 
the Lcgi .]ative Council. which rdusrd to be 
a partv t~o rcr:mdiatlon. \Ve ~1: this s1de 
cuppor!Nl that attitude. rccogn"mg that a. 
C"onb·aC't cntcrc>d into bv the Gcrn~rninent 
Yvith a )n-.toralist had no rig·ht to bf' broken. 
\Y0 obicrt to a contract hf'bvcc~n Ind1v1duals 
hPino· ·hrokt•H as. it \Yonld b~ rupudiation. 
If tl~, GoYPrn;-uent. rC'pudia1·.c:- a forrner agree­
n:E'nt in respect to pastoral holdings. ~ ~re­
"' rJp·J1' would be, cs: ablidwd for rcpudmtmg 

C'ntf'rcd into to-dav in connection 
11astoral lca~cs. For iristancf!, ~n ten, 

{lftPPn, or t1vcnt~' ;..~e,.rs 1t n~ay 

[9 p. nL] happen that tlw aqTeenwnt 1Yh1oh 
has lwen entered into b:- 1nany of 

th(' ::l~riculrura] farnlel'!" \Y~th thr pl'C rnt 
GnYf'rlllncnt" ;naY not 1ncrt With the approv::d 
(Jf a latfT GovCrnm<~nt. and tl1011 thC':"' w}ll 
han' this precr·clf'Dt to justifv th{'D1 Ill 
repudiating that . n~rccme1:t.. ~o G~vcrn­
lnent has nnv r1g-ht to ll1tC'rrere vnth a 
contract which has been lawf,lil,, Putered 
into IYith a.ny persons .b~· a prc\:ious GoYPn1-
mcnt. ''This rcrmdiatwn Bdl 1s not to l•c 
brought fon\ard in the u:-:1Hll _way. an{1 In 

my opinion the procednrc \Yh1ch has bC'C'n 

Mr. Morgan.J 
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adopted bv the Government is unfair. The 
Gm crlltl1P,:,t hen e no nght to bring 111 this 
taxation in the particular form in which it 
i-, proposed to be introduced, because if the 
~Cpper House do not agree with the propo_sal 
·thev rnmt reject the whole of the taxatwn 
procposals of ~the Government. The Council 
must either withdraw their objection to this 
,proposed repudiation or throw out the whole 
of the Goyernrnent's taxation proposals. I 
should like to know if there is any connec­
tion between the manner iD which the 
Government are introducing- those taxation 
:proposals and the appointment of the Hon. 
\Yillian1 LPnnun as Lieutenant-Governor. 
I-Ias this appointtncnt been n1ade so that, 
if the Leg-islatiYo Council refuse to pass that 
particular measure-and they will not be 
~worth the reputation they now enjoy if 
they go back on their previous decision­
the Lieutenant-Governor rnay,y accede to the 
rcq uc•~ t of the Govermnent to stuff the 
Council :c;o as to secure the passage of their 
taxation propo3a.ls, and \'Tith the u1ti1uate 
,"-icv,· of ,yjping out the Conneil altogether? 
'We• knGw that it is the object of the Govern­
]Jll'nt to alJoli~h the Council, because their 
supporters haye told thc·m that they must 
do with the Upper Chamber. We 
kno\Y that sn far as t.hc abolition of 
the Upper House is concerned, and so far as 
this repudiation Bill is concnm·d, the Hon. 
'V,-i~Jian1 T.J'llrlOll has expressed himself tilll8 

a fre1· tin re in favour of both these proposals 
-of the Govcrnnwnt. The abolition of the 
Upper I-I OLl e h{l_s been o1w of the strongest 
planks in the prog-ra.rr1n1o of tlw hon. gon­
tle·!:'~nll. and hP hns alwavs voted in favour 
-of the abolition of that Chamber. Will the 
lion. ~lr. Lennon b0 srrong enough to refuse 
the request of thc GoYernment to stuff the 
Gpper House for the purpose that I have 
mentioned' Looking at the matter from 
this poiut of Yicw, I holrl that the ach-icP 
g·iycn to the King- in connection with this 
appointm(mt \vas -imn1oral. It \vas not proper 
nrlvice for anv Govornn1ent to give to Hls 
Majc·~•tY. I tl;ink that someone more fitted­
more 11tted from the point of Yiew that he 
id not a sb·ong partisan politician-could 
haYe b<'Cn obtainc·d for the position. The 
Hon. 1\Ir~ Lonnfm has no doubt lw?n attend­
ing caucus meetings up to the present time; 
and in view of the fact that we are going 
to hrrYc snbmittcd to us the two important 
measures I have mentioned, which he has, 
no doubt. di,cussHl in caucus, I do not think 
J-Ti~ Ylajcst:/s adYi~crs wore actin~ in tho 
bPst inter0sts of the State or the best interests 
of constitutional governn1ont ·when they 
rccommendcd the appointment of the Hon. 
J\J1·. L<•nnon as LiPutcnant-tGoycrnor. I arn 
sure that the Gm·ernment could have 
obtained for the position a man who has 
not expressed himself on the particular 
matters to which I havA alluded. \Ve all 
know that the Hon. Mr. Lennon has in 
every \Vay con1!,1ron1iscd himself in r·ospect of 
those matters, and I am sure that a suitable 
man could have been obtained for the nosition 
of Lieutcnant-Govm~nor without -having 
Tecourso lo the Hon. Mr. Lennon. 

Mr. CoLLINS: The Governor-General of 
Australi.>, Sir Ronald J\1unro Ferguson, was 
a member of the House of Commons before 
he was sent to Australia. 

1\fr. MORGAN: The Governor-General of 
Australia is not a partisan politician as far 
"s politics in Australia are concerned, and 
!:he Governors who are sent to Queensland 

[Mr. Morgan. 

are not partisans as far as Queensland 
polities arc concerned. 

\Yith regard to the report of the Agricul­
tunt! Department for the year 1919, I notiCe 
that it is reported that the decr·ease 111 the 
number of males emr1loyed in general far':'­
ing last year was 2 059 and the ·decrease m 
the number of f,m'a!es' employed 205. 'rhe 
decrease in the number of males employed 
in the dairying industry \Vas 1,088, and the 
decrease in the number of females employed 
2,907. The total decreases in the number of 
persons employed in general farmmg and 
daining is, therefore, 6,259. 1\o doubt thts 
Ilouoe ts responsible to a certain extent for 
that condition o£ affairs. It 1s qmte true 
that .a number of people engaged in farming 
a11d dairying iudustri.L's hnYe co1ne to "\V01'1~ 
in the cities and do not intend to go back 
to th(l thtirJ;ing aud fnrrning llfP. I know 
that people fron1 Hl,Y ovvn electorate have 
co1ne to Brisbane or gone to other towns 
whore thcv have n1ore opportunities than 
thev had i"n tLc couutry for educating their 
z_hildren, aud they are not .likely t_o go ba_ck 
to tho country to engage 1n farnung agtun. 
In 1ny opiuion, the policy of en~ry GoYern­
nH.nt--·for the llC'Xi: few yt'Hl'~. at any ra~c~ 
should bn onE of econo1llY and produetJon. 
\\ c ;:thoultl do what \\ c eau in CYCl'J' shap~ 
and forHI to encourage production, and lt 
people will not so on the land under pre:,ent 
conditions, we <Should n1ak·e the conditlOll~::o 
1noru liberal, so that they 1nay find it n1ore 
profitable tu go on the land and settle there; 
and vvheu we gat thetn th-ere 'H' shou.;..d \lo 
all we posib!y can to induce them to remam 
on the !arid. The trouble is that the 
Govomrnent of to-day-and this has been so 
right throughout the whole of Austraha-:ne 
putting people on the land and th<;>n leav~ng 
them there to c;mk or swtm. They do nothmg 
to as,ist them in any direction. So far as 
"\vatPr conservation is concerned, I a1n 
pleasod to note that the scheme in the Inke_r­
rnan district is going on successfully. I. In 
no "aY bearudge the work that ts hemg 
carried~ out" in that district. I would not 
object to any of the taxation that has been 
placer! on the people, tf the money was used 
for the purpose of rural development. Can we 
show that while the revenue has mcreased by 
£2,000,000 per year during the_ last two or 
three years, or that whtle the natwnal debt has 
increased by £13,000,000 durmg the last two 
or three years, that any proportwn of that 
increase in the national debt or any }Hopor­
tion of the increasecl rc.-emw has been sp:nt 
in the rural districts'( \Ye find rrngauon 
works are not being constructed in ~~e way 
thev arc in the Southern States. \'lctona, 
Ne{v South Wales, and South Australia are 
spending rnillions eYery year in consery1ng 
water and on irrigatjon sclwn1es. \Ve have 
not spent in Queensland as many thousands 
as Victoria has spent millions on water con­
sunation. \Ye haYC practically done nothmg 
in that direction. 

~lr. COLLIXS : Victoria has not spent eighty 
millions on irrigation. 

::Vlr. MORGAN: They ha Ye spent over 
eighty millions in Victoria. I was a member 
of a water trust in Victoria, and th';t one 
trust alone spent tvYenty n1illions on nTl~:a­
tion, and borrowed money from the V IC­

torian GoYcrnnwnt fgr \Yatcr <'Onservatlon. 
That was the Wimmera ~Water Trust. They 
constructed miles of channels with a view to 
giving the settlers of Victoria a supply of 
water. \Ve ha' 2 a \Yater Act on om· 
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atatute-book, but pmctically no money has 
been spent under that Act. and no water tru't 
has been formDd. \Vo have the power but 
unfortunatelv we have not been able to 
obtain the moncv to lock our rivers. Take 
tho Condamine Itiv·er. It is the longest river 
in Australia, and the whole of its water, 
right from its head at \Var\Vick, runs into 
the ,ea in South Australia. That river could 
he locked as it is more suitable for locking 
than a great many of the rivers that have 
becu locked in the Southern States. 'I'he 
timber for weir purposes is practically avail­

. able on the banks and morwv could 'be well 
spent in that direction. Btlt nothing has 
been done in the matter. If this Government 
or any othPr Governtncnt \vent on tho 1noney 
market and borrowed £10,000,000 for water 
conS{'l'\"ation and irrigation purposes, I vvoul·d 
support it. and I feel sure that the people 
of Queensland would support it. \V e cannot 
S])Cnd too ITJurh 1noncy in that direction in 
Queensland. X o State suffel"S from drought 
more than this State, and it is up to us to 
-do all 1\·o possibly can in that connection. 

I want to· refe·r to matters appertaining to 
the Stttte stations. We know perfcctlv well 

·that the GoYornment have a number of 
stations throughout the State, and that they 
are the largest cattle-owners in the- Stato 
to-day. I suppose, roughly speaking, that 
the State owns 200,000 head of cattle. and 
yet at the present time, notwithstanding the 
fact that the State are the- laro·est cattle­
Qwners in Queensland-they ar: the beef 
barons of Queensland-the,- have not sufli· 
cirnt fat cattle to fc·"cl a "'thousand people. 
Although they possess numerous stations they 
haYe no fat cattle. \Ye were told duriniT 
the drol!ght period, owing to the fact that 
there was '" shortage of fat cattle. that the 
squatters would not send them in; that they 
were holding their cattle for high prices. 
Yester·day there were only 350 head of cattle 
yardc·d at Enoggcra, and they fetched 7d. or 
Sd. a lb. in the vard. If the State had no 
cattle we would be told that the pastoralists 
"ere holding· up their cattle for high prices, 
:n: were deliberately holding up their cattle 
m order to stan-e• the people of Queensland. 
If the State stations have no fat cattle to 
relit>H' the situation, how can they expect 
the ]1astoralists to ha vc them ? If the drought 
contmue3 for another few months, instead of 
the State possessing 200,000 cattle, like a lot 
of the pastoralists, they will be on the Yerge 
of msolvency so far as the State stations 
are concerned. At the pres0nt moment cattle 
are dying in large numbers on the• State 
stations. Notwithstanding the contradictorv 
reports we have received, I have informatio;, 
to the effect that cattle arc dying on the 
State . stations the same as thc·y are dying 
on pnvatf) property. The State cattle are 
no more drought-proof than those owned by 
private individuals. Let us see what Mr. 
R~·an had to say on the recent shortage in 
fat cattle-. This is taken from the " Daily 

. .S'tandard" of 8th November-

" They went to the bedrock in Queens­
land; they spent £688,000 on cattle 
stations, and they now had 105,000 head 
of cattle and 3,000 horses; not only 
could they se•ll cheap meat, but when the 
agents were cornering stock they sent, 
say, 200 fat cattle to the Enoggera sale· 
yards and prices dropped as much as 

. £4 per head." 

Whv don't the Government send their cattle 
to "the Enoggera saleyards at the present 
time? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL WAYS : Is that true 
or not? 

Mr. ::\10RGAN: It is absolutely untrue. 
The cattle were nc·vor cornered anv more 
than they are being cornered at the 'present 
moment. Mr. Ryan said all he had to d;. 
was to press a button, and down came the 
cattle to relienJ· the situation. I challenge 
the Gov0rnment now to send cattle to 
Enogg·era. I chalknge them to supply any 
town in Queensland with fat cattle. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You know 
the incident he referred to. 

Mr. M ORGAN: I know that the State sent 
in only 202 cattle to the Enoggera saleyards 
spread over four weeks. Does the h on. 
member mean to sa •. that that would break 
any ring'! \V hat .,:ould fifty or 'ixty head 
of cattle do to-day? The usual yarding at 
Enoggera is anything from 700 to 800 head. 
The yarding on Wednesday was only 350. 
\Vhat vvould 200 h0a.d do so far as that 
yarding was concerned? Absolutely nothing. 
vY e know wrfcctly well that at that particu­
lar period the• cattle were not cornered at all. 
In order to show the ·deplorable condition 
the State stations are in at the present time 
I intend to read a report which has been 
supplied to me, and if the Gove-rnment desire 
they can make all inquiries into the matter. 
I say absolutely that it is true. This report 
1vas :;.upplicd to n1o by those concerned in 
tho statoinc•nt I an1 going to 1nako. and I 
gjvc the GoYCl'utnent an opportunity of 
J'Ppudiating it 111 any nHtnnor th<?y desire. 
It reJ.ds-

" Owing to the drought the butchers 
in and around Cairns-viz., at Cairns. 
Babinda, Marecba, Port Douglas, Chilla­
goo. Ne., found their supplies of fat ea ttle 
so short that they approached the Gov~rn­
mcnt through the clerk of p(etty sesswns 
in Cairns to buv 300 fat bullocks off 
their Lyndhurst ·state station; and, as 
they understood not many had been sent 
off as fats, and as there were said to be 
plenty bullocks of marketable ago. they 
combined to buy 300 head in two drafts. 
The Government would not sell at less 
t.han ~)-2 per head vv-ith delivery on 
station. 

You might think £12 was a reasonable 
price. 

Mr. RIORDAN: It is not a fair price for 
good cattle. 

:Mr. l\lORGA);: 'l'hat is for ht cattle, but 
wait until vou sec what the cattle were 
like. He goes on to say-

" Purchasers tried to arrange with 
the State to put the cattle on the trucks, 
a matter of about 20 miles droving, and 
a conveni£~nce alrnost every station now 
grants, but this was refused, and the 
terms were strictly cash before delivery. 
To get t,he cattle the purchasers had to 
rail men and horses and droving plant 
from Cairns, a distance of about 220 
miles, to move the ea ttle 30 miles, thus 
adding materially and unnecessarily to 
the cost. The cattle were railed over 
the State railways, with the result that 
the expenseB came to from 12s. to 20s. per 
head to land them at their destination . 

Mr. M organ.] 
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Had the cattle been worthy of t.he name 
of bullocks the co,t would not have been 
so bad, but twenty so-called bullocks one 
butcher got averaged 458 lb., while 
another twenty averaged 459 lb. Allow­
ing, say, 460 lb., and taking 15s. a> the 
average cost of railage, droving, inspect­
ing, etc., this would work out at 55s. 
5d: per 100 lb." 

That is the cheap meat the Government aro 
supplying to the people of Cairns. 

Mr. RIORDA~: You can tell the chap who 
wrote you tbat :-tatentent that it Is a lie, 
because Lvndhurst is 75 miles from, Einas­
leigh Rail~vay Station. 

Mr. M ORGAN: The hon. gentleman, and 
the Government, will haYe an opportunity of 
refuting this. He says-

" Vvith very plain beef to cut at, the 
butchers could not possibly make ends 
meet at the prices they had been selling 
at. So, to avoid a heaYy loss, they had 
to put the price up. Had they wanted 
to give cheap beef to the Cairns district 
they should have sold at somewhere near 
the price at which they are endeavouring 
to commandeer moat from works that 
at present do not own any meat." 

Mr. RroRDA~ : Some of them wore killed 
in the rush getting to Lyndhur~t. They 
were paying £18 a head on the adjoining 
station. 

Mr. MORGAN: £18 a head may be cheap 
for a good bullock, while £12 a head may 
be dear for a poor bullock. Everyone will 
admit that a bullock weighing 485 lb. q,r 
490 lb. is not fit for beef. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Is that a letter or 
a newspaper quotation? 

Mr. MORGAN: This is a statement which 
has been supplied to me. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Are you prepared 
to place it on the table of the House 1 

Mr. MORGAN: It has been handed to 
me in good faith, and I am quite prepared 
to place it on the table of the House. [The 
hon. member did so.] If the Government 
desine, they can do what they can to refute 
it. I have been told that it is practically 
absolutely correct. 

Now, I want also to refer to other matters 
in respect to this particular meat industry. 
'VVe know that the Government now arc trying 
to force the graziers and meatworks owners 
to enter into a contract to supply 20,000 tons 
of meat at 3d. and 3~d. per lb. During the 
coming m"at season there is not likely to be 
a great number of fat cattle. The drought 
has not broken yet in the grazing area. 
Y on crm sec a report in the " Daily Stand­
ard " frmn the Sta tc stations 111anagor, saying 
that at the bulk of the- stations no rain has 
yet fa Pen. At' a few there has been eome, 
but not sufficient to c;ay the drought is, 
broken on any ono of those particular places. 
The same thing applies throughout the whole 
State. If the Government insist on obtain­
ing 20,000 tons of meELt, that will mean at 
least 60.000 head of cattle. That is what 
the Government wish to reserve to them­
sedves during a time of drought. I am 
doubtful if there wili be more than 120,000 
head of cattle killed during the coming year. 

[Jir. M organ. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Would you 
oppo~e cheap meat in times other than 
drought times? 

Mr. JI!IORGAK: I certainly object to the 
Governrnont obtaining meat at a cheaper 
rate than the market value. I say the 
Government have no 1nore right to obtain 
n1eat at less than its market valuo than to 
compel the large drapery firms to sell portion 
of their drapery, the large grocery firms. 
to s,~ll portion of their g-roceries, or the largo 
butter factories and different other industries 
to oell any portion of their produce to the 
people of Queensland at less than the market 
Yalue. You have just as n1uch right, o1ving 
to the fact that y"ou have State hotels and· 
refreshment-rooms, to go to the breweries 
aud compel them to supply so many hundred 
kegs of beer at £1 per keg less than what 
they supply it to the ordinary hotelkeeper; 
ot· to go to the different butter factori0s of 
the State r,nd compel them to re'el·ve SO· 

m.any thousand pounds of butter for the 
people of Queensland at less than market 
value. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Whether the 
sca~on is good or bad, you are against cheap 
1ncat? 

Mr. :MORGAI'i: I am not against cheap• 
meat. I am against the Government obtain­
ing meat at less than the market value. The 
Government ~1ave no right to compel any 
section of the people to give any portion of 
their produce at less than its market value. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: So, although 
you referred to the droug:ht, it has no 
be a ring on the argurr\cnt ? 

:\Ir. J\'IOHGA"': It has a great deal to­
do '' i th the argument. I also want to refer 
t'J the fact that the Government arc endea­
vouring to get this meat at 3d. per lb. For 
a 600-lb. bullock-which is the average the 
Government ha,-o been getting from the moat­
works up to the present time-that would be 
t'qnal to £7 10s. 'l'ho Government' ar<.; 
retailing that rnt'at out to the people ot 
Queensland, on an average, at 5~d. That 
comes to £13 15s. for the carcass. The 
pa-.toralist who grows the beef, the railway 
frcightagc on the animal, the slaughtering 
of it-not taking into consideration the hide 
or tallmY-will absorb £7 10s. For cutting 
it up and retailing it over the counter, the 
GoYcrnment get £6 5s., while· the people 
who lake all be risks got only £7 10s. In 
the Southern States they have retailers. T_he 
canJ'S butchers supply the shops. The 
retailers arc thoroughly satisfied if they make 
1~d. to 1~d. per lb. all round on the carcass. 
I feel sure the majority of butchers m Brls· 
Lane would retail it all round at 4~d. per 
lb. and make good n1oney if they could 
obtain that meat from the freezing works at 
3cl per lb., as the Government do. They 
woulcl not eh a rge on an a 'vcragc 5~d. pe~ 
lb. At the present moment the Government 
have- a rneat.-vvorks at Charlevjlle. They were 
supposed to have a number of fat cattlo 
th<'re. At any rate they had 1.000 head at 
Dillrtlah. An offer was made to the manag·er 
of £14 per head on the ground for those 
cattle but thev >YOre kept with a view to 
eupplyiiJg the ;;1eatworks at Charkvillc with 
m( at, vVhat was tho result? They were 
onlv able to kill a certain nnmber. The first 
500 c were fairlv good, and the moat was sent 
to Roma and" sold in Charleville and other 
localities in the ·west. On ac<Jotmt of the 
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drought the remainder of the animals got 
poorer an~ poorer, until a great number of 
those ongmally fat cattle, which could have 
been sold at £14 a head, became stores and 
\Yore. not any good at all. The same thing 
apphed to a number of sheep which the 
Government bought. Owing to the fact of 
t,hL• ~l~·ought continuing, a great number \Vero 
not lollable because of the condition they got 
into during tho period they mere kept. The 
cattle Eent from the State station were put 
into the Charlevillc mcatworks at £9 10s. a 
head._ They were honestly worth £14. That 
was theIr market value had they been sold~ 
hacl the State statioP been an independent 

concern ,,nd allowed to sell at 
19.30 p.m.] market values the same as they 

did at Enoggera and Cairns. 
They put them in the Charlevillo meatworks 
at £9 10s. per lwad, no doubt, with a view 
to n-aking that meatworks pay, although 
actnally 1t d1d not pay. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: Did it not gno 
cheap meat to the people along the line? 

:\h. :VIORGA~: :'\o. I will tell vou what 
they did To-day the Government" have no 
fat cattle. TJc,ey are buying cattle from the 
gra"H'rs out IV c•st and supplying Charlcville 
and Roma. They are giving for those c •• ttlc 
the· hi!!"hoct market values which exist to-day. 
Do we find the meat an:: cheaper? 'vVo fmd 
that meat Is sold to the Brisbane public by 
the State butc~hers' shops at 5d., whereas Sd. 
13 charged for Similar cuts in Roma. In the 
wc,tern country, where the cattle graze round 
tlw : laughtermg pens, as it were, the people 
are asked to pay, on the average, 2d. to 3d. 
per lb. rnorc fm their moat than the people 
in Brisbane who buv from -the State 
butchers' shops. 'vVe find that the butchers 
flt Ron1a arc {'Ompoting more than success­
fully with the Rom11 shop. The Roma State 
shop cost about £5.000 for land and build­
ings. The interest ·an that alone, at 6 per 
cent., is £300 per annum, or £6 per week. 
That is not counting rates or wear and tear. 
There is no. butcher in any part of the 
"·e~tern portwns of Queensland who can 
afford to pay £6 per week for a shop and 
supply the people with cheap meat. 

.YJ:r. STOPFORD: Do you argue that that 
shop should be closed? 

::\Ir . .Yl:.ORGAI\i": I argue that the Govern­
nH'nt have 11-0 right to spend £5,000 on the 
erection o£ a ~ho11 in Ho m a. ..:-\ shop at a 
rental of £1 5s. or £1 10s. a week would 
have been sufficient. 'We arc told that the 
cost of lightiHg ;done is £300 a nur--thc 
l!on. memhPr for ""'Iaranoa told us· that to­
dn:~. That and the intcrc>.,t 011 consb~uction 
au~l oth('r chargeR make £13 a week a\ono 
in p:,actic ,lly t'YO itc1ns of expenditure•. 
Can that butcher's shop at Homil then sell 
~nfficient meat pwfital-dy to the people in 
that localit,\· rd. a rcasonc1 hle price? \1Te find 
tl-::,lt at \Ya11urnbilla, a ·~own not far frorn 
Honw, a. priYate shop i~ sclli..ag meat at 
;;: bout l.J. a lb. on thP aycrag-r:· cheaper than 
thf' StaiE> fiho;J at Ron1a. In C'unnarnu1la 
tlt(' people arc l-t·•ing sur)plic~d with nwat ll\· 
a p.rintte Lutchcr more cheaply than th"c 
people at Charleville--

?vh. COLLIKS: Do you propose to close up 
the State shops? 

:VIr. :VlORqA ~": And practically only ono 
per.<on m mnc gets anv benefit from the 
State butchers' shops at" all. I notice that 

they havo not yet established .,ne !n Too­
\voornba, although it '\-Vas pron1ised. 

Yir. PETERSON: They took mine away. 
The HoME SECRETARY: Would you wit,hhold 

a rt:,fonn boc{1use you could not give thmn 
the whole at once? 

Mr. MOHGAN: It is not benefiCial and 
it has been the rneans of causing unc~plou 
mel!t in tho city of Brisbane. 'vVc aro toldi 
that anything from 1,200 to 1,500 rncn .arc; 
usually engaged in the rneatworks in and. 
around Brisbane. Can you wonder why they 
arc out of employment to-day? Do hon .. 
rnon1bers *rcali:::o how 1nany fat catth1 have 
gone out of Queensland 'to the Southcrm 
StatcP. during the past tvvclve months? Do~ 
t.hC'~,· kno\v-and I arn telling what is abso~ 
lutelv " frrct---that all the cattlc in what is 
kno~TJl as "the clean areas "---that is. <Jxcas 
free from ticks-··have for the past two or 
three years right up to the present moment 
been }Jonght by New South "Wales and other 
Southern . buyers? They are not coming to· 
Queensland to be sla. ughtered. 

The I-J:O)fE SECRETARY: Then all this talk 
of a drought has been a. fiction'! 

Mr. MORG_\N: Those cattle me going 
away to be slaughtered, and can anybod:v 
wonder that people arc out of employment? 

The bell indicated th~tt the hon. memb"r's 
timp had expired. 

Mr. JAMES (Logan): I rise to speak to­
night on the Financial Statement, because I 
have £n explanation to make to the Logm1 
electors and the public generally for certain 
happenings of late. The incidents, though 
perhaps :interesting in thernsolvcs, are of 
little consequence. The actual details may 
matter little. It is tho inside change th£ h 
really matters. In this caso I take ful! 
responsibilit.v for b"in" on this~the Opposi­
tion~side of the House instead of being any 
longer a supporter of the Government. Of 
course, where I sit--the particular bench-­
mutters little. It. is what I say and the 
manner in which I vote, I suppose, that wiH 
carry wcirht in the e·nd. The fact rmne.ins 
that~I hu,:e rcGigncd frorn the I.abour party, 
although I was olcctcd on the Labour party's 
platform. I blame no one hut myself for 
that happening, because it has been 
gradual progression, which has lasted righr 
from the time of the election, and I suppose 
the cdnratlon cornmcn<:cd before the e1cctiont 
when I cDmc so closely into touch with th( 
farming population of the Logan. I have 
he'd a ·((ood cl ea. I to think a bout. \Vhile ir: 
Eng1an~l I was studying the position up: 
am! I do not think I shall he disclosing any 
conftclences wlwn T sa.y that I discusscd the· 
mai-tcE· more p<trticularly with the T'romicr, 
:VIr. T .• T. Hyan, £nd the Socrdary for Rail­
v,-ays. If it had not been for certain inci­
denh which occurrod within the Lrtbour 
party's organisation recently, I might not 
haY0 taken suC'h a df~flnite Rtand, end n1ight 
have continued longer within the party. 
I arn not going- to bring thost~ incidents to 
the froni·, bccausc I rcgan-l then1 us boin-:r 
confidentia I~ inside the Labour party --n nd 
I intend to preserve any confidences \\"hich l 
contractPcl in that party just fl.S strjctly as 
if I \Yore ctill a mo:nbcr. (Hear, hear!) I 
1Yonld like to say aim that, as regard' per­
~onal friPndships and c-annf~c-l·jons. thPy are 
as t.hcv ·were so far as I nin CCH1c0rncd. 
There ·would be no difficulty for me m 

Mr. James.] 
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announcing now a new policy~I t-hink any­
body who has studied anything I have said 
sinco I have come back from the front will 
realise that there has been a slight nuiance 
from the usual accepted policy of t:1e Labour 
party-there would be no difficultv in 
a.nnouncing ~ new policy, but there is cun­
sid\ __ ._,ble Dain attached to the di~~ociatiou 
from frie1;ds of the past and per~onal con­
nections of the past. In rc':,pert to this 
n1at.tcr, I would like to say that tho chrrnp:e 
has Hot occurre-d on any details but it is 
rather because of the broad per~pective of 
the whole position and the general principles 
and aims of the Labou~ party. Notturally, 
such a change as that rs slow, but it must 
come to fruition in time, and no matter what 
incidents transpire by the way, it is sure 
to arrive at one culmination in the end. 
Now, I think I know definitely whore I 
stand, and I have taken advantage of this 
debate to offer some explanation to the 
electors of the Logan as to why I am on 
this side of the House. 

·ro got to the kernel of the matter, the 
Labour party, in 1890, branched out to do a 
certain thing~that was, to revolutionise the 
social system for the benefit of the working 
claso;;r~s, or, in other words, to introduce 
socialism. And the basis of the political plat­
forms of the Lor bour parties right througnout 
Australia is socialism-that is, the social 
ownership of ,the means of production, dis­
tribution, and exchange, so that the working 
man should get the full results of his labour. 
The youthful and inexperienced man who has 
r(·asonably hunlanitariun sentirrwnts 'voukl 
naturally gravitate to a party which w.as 
trying to do good and to alleviate poverty. 
But. alt·bougb the Labour party has now 
been son1e years in power, off and on, we 
fmd that the wage-worker generally is no 
better off than he was before the Labour 
party cmnc into existence. 

0PPOSITIO:-.< ME;;IBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. JAMES: And any improYement in 
the \vorking n1an's position that has aC'C'rued 
has come about equally in other countries 
where there has not been a L-abour part,,_ 

Mr. RroRTlAK : Why did you not stick to 
your guns vnd reform the party? 

::vlr. ,J AMES: I am 'ticking to my guns. 
I am here, and I may inform the hon. mem­
ber for Burke that I haye a greater admira­
tion for a pc.r,on who is capable and willing 
to think for himself and to act according 
to his convictions than for a man who 
changes his mind and still is afraid to get 
out of the party with which he has been 
previousl;r associated. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. J AMES: I think that the real oppor­
tunist is the man who sticks where he is 
bDcauso he is afraid to do anything else. 

Coming to the actual statistics as published 
by the CommonwDalth Statistician, Mr. 
Knibbs, we find that, according to the com­
par':'tive price of wages throughout Aus­
tralia, the wage-worker is just about as 
well off as he was in 1900, but since 1911 the 
~verage effective wage has decreased by le. 
m the £1. That shows that political Labour 
parties have failed to ameliorate the condi­
tio? of the worker from the Yery essential 
pomt of yrew o~ his Dapa'?ity to buy food­
stuffs and clothmg for h1s family. They 

[1l!r. J ames. 

have failed in comparison with what they set 
out to do; because, if a political party is 
going to justify its existence in working 
revolutionary changes, it must do something 
substantial or have to admit comparative 
failure. The kc5·note of the Labour party's 
position is nationalisation. 

Mr. STOPFORD: Do vou think that the 
party on your side of the llous" will alter 
that? 

Mr. JAMES: I will come to that later on. 
and I think the hon. member will see that. 
when it is developed in a particular way, 
the policy which I am going to announce­
(GoYernment laught-er)-\\ hich is not 
associated with any party in this House 
except the party which I compose myself~ 
(renewed Government laughtcr)-will do 
sornethiug for the benefit of the wage­
worker. EYory Labour party in Australia 
has practically embarked on the same voyage 
of nationalisation. Theoretically, socialism 
was going to change eyerything and make 
this a glorious \\"Orld for the working man­
a world in .,-hich there "ould be plenty for 
cver,onc and po1·erty would not exist. 
"'ationalisatiou has not justified itself. If 
we take "Western Australia, Now South 
\Vales--{,very State where there has been a. 
Labour Government-thev have nationalised 
concerns, but they have- failed to make a 
glorious paradise for the workers of the 
countr~v. Supposing a. nationalised concern 
pays, that is no justification. The fact that 
it p:lJ-l~ equally as well as a privata concern 
is no justification. It has failed to retum 
to the worker that part of the product of his 
labour of which he is supposed to be robbed. 
Therefore, if a nationalised concern pays its 
way and continues to exist, that is no 
justification from the standpoint of the 
Labour platform. In Queensland we find 
some of tbe nationalised eoncerns show a. 
profit. The butchers' shops are showing a 
profit ; but there is really no economic 
Yalue to the State of Queensland in those 
butchers' sbops showing a profit; because 
what advantage is it if the meat is taken at 
less than its vahw and sold in the State 
butcltcrs' shops at nearly the price at which 
it is sold in private butchers' shops'! \Vhat 
value is that to the Stat-P of Queensland? 
Anyone can make a butcher's shop pay on 
those lines .. If it comes to that, in reply to 
an mtcrJecbon made b1· the Secrcta>·v for 
Railwa0 , to the hem. r'rrember for Murilla 
about the high price of moat, I would like 
to say that I have never at any time thought 
that high prices on the whole were any 
disadvantage to the 1..VOrking class~s, because 
inevitably in every arbitration a ward 
wages ar{~ fixed according to the cost of 
li" ing, and! when the cost of living goes up, 
wages go up in proportion. 

The HOME SECRETARY: How do you 
reconcile that with your statement just now 
that the working man is now so much worse 
off than in 1911. 

Mr. JAMES: It is just a matter of adjust­
ment. In this case there has been an 
abnormal rise in prices in a short time owing 
to the war, and wages have not yet been 
adjusted in accordanc-e with the increased 
cost of living. T'herc should be a. sliding 
scale at all times between the cost of living 
and wages, so that, instead of referring each 
particular matter to th€ Arbitration Court, 
wages will automatically adjust themselves 
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·:in accordance with the cost of living. 1 think 
that is an answer to the interjection of the 
Homo Secretary. 

The 1-ImiE SECRETARY: According to .your 
argurnent, wages arc too low. 

Mr. J AlVIES : I hope that the Home Sec­
rotary does not think that I have come to 
the position where I object to the wage­
worker getting the largest wages that he can 
get in order to support his family in comfort. 

Tlw HOi\!E SECRETARY: According to your 
argutnent, wages are too low. 

}\,Jr. J A::\1ES: The hon. gontlemB"n is 
·trc·ing to trap me, but he is not going to 
·do so. If we glance oyer the statistic_, with 
.r".ogard to the State enterprises, we find that 
in no case have they been that overwhelming 
success that they should be if they are to 
ameliorate tho condition of the wage­
workers, and that was intended by the 
Labour part.v in announcing its socialistic 
platform. We find that tho railway rofresh­
nwnt-rooms certainly show a profit, but we 
also know that vou have to nav 2s. 6d. for a 
meal in the Q1~oensland rofre.shmont-rooms, 
as. against 2s. in Xew South 'Vales and 
·victoria. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Did you 
m·er criticise that while you wore over hero? 

Mr. J X:\IES: I am criticising it now, and 
it is just possible that I refrained from doing 
so when I was over there, and that I 

·.refrained from giving a candid expression of 
my opinion of the Labour party, because I 
was a loyal member of the party while I 
·\vas oYer there. Take, again, the State 
Produce Agency. I welcomed that when 
,a-ddre,sing the farmers of the Logan at the 
-tinw of the election as an experiment which 
might, if well n1anaged, do sonr{·thing good 
for the farmers. But, <~!though the market 
makes a profit, it is practically of no benefit 
to the farmers. The farmers in the Logan 
tell me that the State markets are no better 
than any other rnarkcts; and, cycn if they 
show a profit. it simply moans that there is 
'oO much more encumbrance in the public 
~-~rYice and in Gov-ernn1.ent institutions, and, 
Hwrefore, they are not a success looking at 
it from that particular standpoint. Had the 
State markPls branched out in some now 
directions, such as controlling the fruit trade 

·of Quoemlan-d and regulating the export 
trade to Now South iVales, Victoria, and 
other States, as it should be regulated, and 
so getting the fruitgrowers of Queensland a 
price something ne>u to what they should 
g-et c< a reward of their labours, then the 
State markets would be doing some good. 
Looking at it broadly, there is not one of 
these State enterprises that has done any­
thing to justify itB existence. On the con­
trary, we find the most remarkable fact that 

:pretty well the whole of the energy of this 
House on both si-des has be-en ·directed for 
Bome years towards State enterprises. Instead 
·of trying to find out the way to develop the 
primary industries of the State, w-e find 

·:nearly a dozen Cabinet Ministers and the 
membem on that side and the members on 
this side concentrating their att-ention on 

·State butchers' shops, on State stations, State 
railway refreshment-rooms, and State hotels, 
'tnd wilfully neglecting the things that reafiy 
matter. 

,0PPOSITION MEMBERS : Hoor, hear ! 

Mr. JAMF.S: Although I criticise tbe 
present State enterprises in Queensland, 
I mav say that I am not altogether against 
GoYE'rnment control and Government owner­
ship; but I say that the policy of the 
Government, and of the Labour party as 
expounded in its platform~that is, to 
socialise the country by means of national 
concerns~is a failure, though I would not 
keep the Government out from all partici­
pation in the industries of the country. 
That would be suicidal. One of the most 
rising countries in the world to-day is Japan, 
and the Government of Japan is altogether 
associated with enterpriS<. 'They are asso­
ciated with shipping; and Japan is one of 
the most go-ahead nations in the world. 

Mr. STOPFORD: Do you consider that the 
condition of the worker in this go-ah•md 
nation of .Japan is such that you can stand 
up and ask Australia to support it? 

Mr. J AMES: No; but I consider that if 
we were in as go-ahead condition as Japan 
is our working people woul-d be· better off 
thiln theY arc. and far 3\Va\' better oH then 
they arc, in Japan. As expi.·es")ing my views 
on nationalisation, I will quote a statement 
by Professor Arthur Pigeon, of the Cambridge 
UniYcrsity, give-n before the Coal Commission 
in England about nine 1nonths ago. 

Mr. BRE"NAN: Does that mean that he has 
the brains of a 13igeon? 

Mr. J AMES: Does that show the extent 
of the hon. member's intellect when he puns 
a man's name as meaning that he has the 
brains of a pigeon? The report states~ 

"Nationalisation, he added, in any 
sense could not be ju-dged on grounds of 
general principle. iVhat would work 
well under one kind of GoYernment would 
work badh• under another; and what 
under any given Government would work 
well for one industry would work badly 
for another." 

I might say there has been current gossip at 
different times that a Liberal Government, 
for instance, would do better with a large 
concern than a Labour Governme-nt, and with 
the employees and the consumers who buy 
from the concern~ 

" The desirabilitv or otherwise of the 
nationalisation in any sense of any indus­
trv could only be determine-d after a 
detailed study of the characteristics of 
the industry 'in relation to the qualities 
of the country's governmental machinery. 
vVith complete control over the whole 
mining industr_y of the· country, operat­
ing through officials and workmen who 
felt themselves servants of the State, a 
perfectly wise autocrat could do wonder­
ful things. He coul-d fit every mine 
exactly into its proper place, apply all 
improvements to all the mines imme­
diately, and work each mine exactly to 
the most advantageous extent. All these 
and many other excellent things a per­
fectly wise autocrat could do. Whether 
an actual Minister of Mines, whose poli­
tical complexion ha-d always to be that of 
the Government of the day, would in 
fact do this was a different question. 

"Under private initiative many people 
were seen lagging behind because• a few 

fl/r, James.] 
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got ahead. Under nationalisation none 
'\Vould be seen lagging behind, none would 
be interested to get ahead." 

That is the· opinion of that professor of the 
Cambridge University, as expressed before 
the Coal Commission. Now, as further 
enlightenment with regard to the tendency 
of State concerns, w~ have the· report of the 
sub-committee inquiring into the different 
Gon'l'lll.:lcnt. denartnHmts in Eng·land after 
the conclusion of the war. This is a portion 
of the report of a sub-committee inquiring 
into the Ministry of Food, which is in keep­
ing with the findings in respect of other 
departments-

" In a joint report the sub-committees 
stated that theY had found work which, 
in their view, "served no useful purpose 
and should not be undertaken at all. 
They complained of undue· departmental­
isn1, of excessive registration of papers, 
of a lack of the knowledge or non­
adoption of modern saving office pro­
cedure, of the absence in some cases of 
effective supervision over the lower-grade 
officials, and of officers ' filling in time' 
by doiiJg work of a character below that 
appropriate for their rank or pay. 
'n'iany senior officers,' they say, 'were 
at pains to explain that the work on 
which we found particular officers 
engaged must not be regarded as typical 
of their work. The force of such an 
explanation is obviously m inverse 
proportion of its frequency." 

In 1n.v opinion, as long as a State enterprise 
has the whole energy of the Minister or 
public criticism directed upon it, it is more 
l~kol:,', to b,e a, ~u~cess th<;:n .";hen it becomes 
;_:,L,,:·:i_'.::_uVL\ uo;_·u J Uld (J 1:0., Jl Jlj ge'(S tQ that 
routine stage \Vbcrt:" a personal interest a;, 
applied to private business no longer obtains. 
To my min<l, the railways have got into such 
a state. They are unwieldlv, and the staff' 
has obviously. grown out of all proportion 
to the services rendered and to the 
object of the railwa vs. In that routine 
state it is almost im"possibl{ for an indi­
vidual, with even the energy of the Minister. 
to p'apple successfully with the problems 
that contront one with regard to the railways. 

·In m:v Oll1!1lon, there are too 1nany employees 
on thc n11hays. I think that the :Y1inister 
for Railways, and other persons who have an 
intimate knowledge of the railways, recog­
ni~c thnt the ~~ aff Df the rajhya.ys could }n~ 
reduced consider"blv vvithout intci,forino- with 
th_c efficipncy of the raih,~ay ser'>ricc,

0 

and, 
1.v1thout advocating anv svstcn1 of harf'h 
retrenchment--because the ono thing I would 
not do would be to throw a man out on 
his head to starvo-I would cortainlv reduce 
the nunllH~r of railv: :~y emplo~7PCS, bUt would. 
ftr.st of n lL nroyidc sornC' otbcr Incaus of 
cn1nloyment for hi1n, so thnt he vvould not 
srfFcr for it. Ptovision n1i~ht even be mado 

~~' 1ncnns of. a ·vis-,,~ and fn·ond une1nploycd 
nlqn:allCC' Bdl, \Vhich ITI<lkPs provision fur 
publ:c ~ervants. \Yhorcas the one that ''as 
intro Iuc0d h~r th(\ •Governrncnt r0ccntlv does 
not uw.ke provision for public. sc~~Yants, 
bC'~nusP the Gov8rr!l1J"nt does not pa,y 
adequate!;~- towards the fund which is to 
prov-ide tlw pa vment of the unemployed 
benoGt~ -

The SECR}cTARY FOR ltAILW.\YS: You do not 
krww the Bill. We subsidise it with .£10.000 
a .\Tear. 

[1Vfr. Jamrs. 

::\Ir. J AMES : But you do not pay £2 per­
head. I think the staff of the railways call 
be considerably reduced vvithout interfering 
with pfficiencc'. If it comes lo that, there 
are any ainount. of \Yorthy projccb:-if the 
numh0r of t.Hnp1o:vf'C',. in the rnih\·ay~ aro to 
continue in the employment of the State-

are nnn1erous dir0ctions in which they 
can · employed. which vYill clc;•clop the 
State instead of retardinfS production. Before· 
I get. on to that, I might suggo~t that there 
Dl'O 1110thods \vhcrPlJv f'Yf'Yt th0 C'fficicncy of 
r'h0 raihvays can be jln}lron:d. apart from 
r0ducing the number of cn1rlloyecs. In 
glancing casua11:v through the railway .time­
table. I chanced on the line from Ipswich to 
Duo;andan. 1n th"t case. the train goes 35 
rnilc:::. aLa ta.kes frorn three to four hours. 
The train::; haYe a diffr•rrnt tim0 assessed to 
tlwm in the timetable in vYbich to cover the 
d.i~tan<'t:. There is o:rc rnixcd train per day 
and t\Yo rnix:ed trains ever~7 sc'cond day. 
Wlwn I was in New South vValrs recently 
I found that a Yery successful motor-rail C<Lr 
-I suppose that is what it would be callcd­
wa.s running fron1 Lismore to Grafton. The 
~1ci\::Pan cars \Yerc probab1:v not. a succ;:,ss~ 
bnt there is no n~ason \Yhy some cars shouJ.ci 
not be providNl for quick tramit on such a 
line as that. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \Ye have a 
doz0n of them. 

::\Ir. JAMES: Why does the Minister no~ 
get to work and n1ako a s~1C'f'CSS of them. 
Some nwans should be dcnsed whe_rebo: on 
branch lines the tre.,ffir ran be mamtamerl 
rmd cDped with without having these ha:lf­
brcd. 1nixcd trains. \Ne ea~ have tralnt-

which will dc·al with the goods 
[10 p.m.] traffic '!'or!' effectual!~ than it is 

~1-~ 1.1. ~~-•J.t.. t..~T ,1.1--,,-.,,.,r, TVI.>"<-Tr'\rl .J."t'!'lln<:l 

Onr- ·dln--cti~;~~'i'l; ~}~f~h'-'.~th~~~~G'~~~~;;~-~~-t ~~n 
mak<> the railways pav is hv dev'Plopmg t.ne 
countrY and enablinp- settlers to produce 
more :wealth. which will give traffic to the 
railv:avs and n1ake them l)ay. 

T1w. SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Don't you 
know- that we have a number of the cars 
vou Jun-e been talking about at the present 
ti1nc? 

;\lr .T .-\iVIES: There are several directio';JS 
in vvhich thr' country can be ,r]evDloped. m 
order to make thr' railways a bctte1·-paym_g 
proposition than thcv are at prcsc_nt. It IS 

a rc'marlmble thing that enthuswsllc offirmls 
in the Department of Agriculture have these 
things at their fingers' end, ;vhereas thE·· 
Government cannot sec the way m whiCh thhe 
huc:..inf'ss c;, 11 be better Jllan:;tgcd. In i e 
l<1s't mnnth'.s i 2suc of th0 " Arrricultural 
.Journal " there is a lrtt<'r from :!Yh. \V. S. 
I-Iarding, inspector of dairies nt Esk. In 
\Yhich l1e ::ay:<-

,, The ,vincling course of t~e VV~r~cFo, 
fron1 its so:_nces in the l\ia1n Drvidi?g 
Range beyond A ugathclla to a pomt 
about 8 or 10 miles below Cunnamulla, 
i 5 about 350 miles; and th!'oughout the 
whole of this distance there 1s everywhere 
as fine soil for whcatgrowing a.s the most 
fastidious farmer could wish to put the 
plough into. Even after the most terrible 
drouo·ht (1902) which has ever been 
r0cor~lPd since Sturt's tirnc, there wt>·rc to 
be seen splendid reaches of deep water 
at short intervals all along the river's 
course. As for the river in flood time , 
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~t is thon really a river, and a grand one 
throughout. It did not appear to me as 
if it had much fall, as the water scarcely 
flowed quickly sout'hward even in the 
longc·st reaches. :\ow, can anything be 
done to store this >I at er which now goes 
practic»lly to waste ? The answer is, 
'Yes,' and at an outlay sm>tll indeed in 
comparison with the benefits to be derived 
from the work, both by the State lessee 
of the land and by the State itself. But 
a few more words on the waterholos of 
the vVarrego, which may bo seen at every 
few miles. Just below C:harloville there 
is a fine stretch of water. Between that 
and Dillalah there are two or three, and 
seve1a! between J'vlurdoch and Clavcrton, 
and on past Coongoola to far beyond 
Cunnarnulla.'' 

'The Treasurer is blaming the drought for 
che lack of frc>ight on tl,e railways, and for 
helping to bring· a bout the deficit. If the 
Government in 1915 had put their energy 
into some scheme for the conservation of 
water in the vVarrogo RiYer and other rivers 
of a like nature, the country along those 
rivers •Yould have been dcweloped, a big 

;population would have been established there 
which would bring traffic to tho raih,-ays, and 
the people would have been prosperous. A 
wise policy of that eort would have done 
something to make the railwa:, s pay. It 
y, ould :have been GovtTnmont enternrise on 
sound linos. >vhoreas, no one can say ·that the 
Govcrnraent enterprises "\YO have had have 
done a n,,thing to materially bcmefit Queens, 

·land. vVc have on another matter the testi­
nlonv of anothPr servant of th(~ Government 
.,·ho" puts his whole energy into his >eork. I 
refer to Thir. Cuthbert Potts, the Principal 
-of Uatton C.,Jloge. Speaking of tbe rural 
··"redits, he said-

" Suppose a farmer put 500 tons of 
lucerne hay, say, in stacks, with the 
object of holding it so as to place it on 
the market in times of drought. This 
would moan that this fanner was pre­
purcd to lock up in stacks, roughly, 
£1,000 of capital, for it costs, approxi· 
mately, £2 per ton to put lucerne into 
the stack, and £3 per ton to put it on 
the market. How many farm.crs have 
£1,000 of icllo capital? Aggregate this 
ov<'r the whole country, and could the 
fal'rning conuuuniiy be expected to 
fma11cc the conservation of. say, 10,000,000 
tons of fodder~ Yet this conservation 
would pay, but it is only possible if it 
is financed, and the control of finance 
lies in the cities." 

In thjs case, 've have a far-seeing servant of 
the Go\'ernmont adYocating what has been 
.succc,,sful in other countries. America, Den­
mark, and other countries have a good 
syst<:m of rural credits, but we have nothing 
of that sort proposed by our Government. 
Instead of that, we have hindrances to land 
settlement; they introduce leas<Jhold, and 
then impose land taxation. I hold the view 
that agricultural or other farming land which 
is a reasonable holding should be exempt 
Jrom taxation. 'I'he Labour platform lays 
,down the one exemption of £300. 

J'v1r. COLLIXS : V\'hy don't you resume your 
·seat and be a man? 

Mr. J AMES : When I was a member of 
the Labour party I tried to get some relief 

from taxation for the men who own agri­
cultural land. I notice that the Treasurer 
has included in his proposals a sort of relief 
or exemption on agricultural land up to 
£750. The intention is nominally to exempt 
agricultural land up to £750, but the 
exemption still remains at £300 in accord· 
anco with the Labour platform. That is 
absurd. Why do not the party keep the 
exemption at £300 if that is the intention? 

;'vfr. H. J. RYAN: \Vhy haven't you stuck 
to tho platforn1.? 

Mr. JAMES: I prefer common sense to 
any platform in the world. 

:Mr. COLLIXS: Why did you sign it? 

Mr. J AMES: I signed the Labour plat­
form because I helieved at the time in the 
general principlr& of the platform, although 
I disagreed with details in the platform. I 
fail to see that any party or small clique 
should haYo a monopoly in politics any more 
than they should have a monopoly in a 
business. I oppose a monopoly in anything. 

The H01JE SECRE:l'ARY: \Vhy did you not 
go Lack tu your o],,ctorate and consalt your 
e~Pctor"? 

Mr. J'Al\IES: I am going to deal with th1s 
n1atter before the electors of Logan, but I 
an1 not going to consult any Labour organisa­
tion in the electorate. 

The HO}IE SECRETAHY: The Labour electors 
s':nt you 1here. 

J'vlr .. JAJYIES: 'I'he electors sent m.e here 
on the platform I enunciated at the election, 
and not on any written platform . 

Mr. CoLLTKS: \Vhy have you not the 
decency to do as Judas Iscariot did? 

Mr. JAMES: W.hilst, at the last election, 
I did not fight these things out to the same 
extent that I hitve to·chy, I did take a broad 
view, and I said then that there were things 
in the Labour platform with which' I dis­
agreed, but I said that Bince there were only 
two parties in the country I thought that 
the Labour party represented the true domoc· 
racy, but as soon U6 I got into Parliament 
and attended the caucus I found that on 
m'nrly cYer.'· question that came up I had a 
good deal of criticism to offer to the Govern­
ment. Since Governnwnt mornbers are 
taking up mch a high stnndord of political 
morality, I hope they >Yill he consistent and 
"'ill maiutain that Etanda ·cl of political 
moraFty and n8t suggest to other people 
what they shovld do. hut do it themselves. 

Mr. BRENNAN interjected. 

Mr. J AMES: I can reply quite sincerely 
and straightforwardly to all those interjec­
tions. In the first place, I am not going to 
contest the Logan again. It has been said 
that the reason I resigned from the Labour 
party was in order to win the Logan on 
another party ticket, whereas I could not 
win it on the Labour ticket. In my opinion 
I could win it on the Labour ticket, but I 
have no intention of running for the Logan 
on any ticket. 

Mr. KmwAN: One pledge dishonoured! 

Mr. J AMES : I think that, instead of try­
ing to reform the Labour party from inside, 
a, ono hon. member remarked, I can do much 
better work for Queensland and more on the-

Mr . .Tames.] 
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lines of my own ideas by trying to enunciate 
some better policy which I think will make 
for progress. In my opinion, the people who 
are in most need of assietance at the present 
time are primary producers. \Vhile hon. 
mcembers sit here and hurl interjections across 
the floor, do they think of the farmers out 
back w.ho are feeding their cattle on prickly­
pear and who are not receiving even a living 
wage? 

Mr. H . .J. RYAN interjected. 

Mr. ,J AMES: Possibly the only difference 
between the lHln. member for Cook and 
mysdf is that I see with my eyes that which 
he does not, and I learn from that which I 
experience. 

Mr. H . .J. RYAX: I would not win my 
place on Labour and once I get in throw 
it over. Resign your seat like a man. 

Mr. .J AMES : Whether I resign my seat 
or not is a question between the electors of 
Logan and myJSclf. 

Mr. H. J. RYAN: Be a true Labourite. 

1\ir. BRENXAN: You got in on false pre­
tences. 

Mr. .J AMES: I think these many and 
sometimes bitter interjections really show 
that hon. m em hers opposite have come to 
tht• end of their resources. I think there is 
room for a great deal of chang<' in our poli­
tical methods. Th~ present Government, in 
introducing the Bill to amend the Liquor 
Art. included t.hc principle of preferential 
voting. "\Vhy? Because there are threG 
issues to be placed before the electors, and 
thcv know that \vhere there are three issues 
to be placed before the electors, that in the 
interests of justice a split vote should be 
avoided and a true expression of opinion 
recorded. 

}fr. F. A. Cooprm: You have preferential 
voting in the State 

Mr . .JAMES: It is not preferential voting; 
it is a contingent vote, and that is not 
usually effective. 

GoVERK~JENT 1\TE;\IBERS: Ask the hon. mem­
ber for Pitts,-; orth. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Mr. ,J AMES: The reason, so far as I can 
sec, why the Labour party will not tolerate 
preferential voting for one moment, now that 
they arc in power, is that the two-party 
method suits them. The two extremes are 
represented, whereas preferential voting 
would realy re·mlt in the representation in 
this Chamber of a gmatcr variety of poli­
tical views. In the recent Federal elections 
we had many illustrations in three-cornered 
contests whrre the people did not want 
either extreme. In Victoria the farmers' 
candidates scored by rcaeon of that preferen­
tial voting, and if we went still further and 
got proportional representation, you would 
get an even wider representation than you 
have in that Chamber at the present time. 
I am opposed to this tinpot two-party metho·d, 
beca nse the two extremes form these two 
political parties, and the people of moderate 
views have to attach themseh-es either to the 
one party or the other. So far as the next 
elections are concern0d. I would support any 
party for the time b0ing which would intro­
duce some better system which would allow 
for the representation in this House of more 
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varied views, and thereby make for gooCi 
government. Proportional representatiOn 
would provide for that to a greater extent 
even than preferential voting. The farmers 
of Queensland, and of the rest of Australia, 
have been ground between the millstones of 
the two city parties ever oince there has been 
a Government in Australia. \Ve find, in regard· 
to most of the matters of interest to the 
country, that the country members have less 
say than those of the cities. Even in the· 
handling. of our different primary products 
dunng the war we found that to be the· 
case. Owing to the control of city int<>rests 
to a large extent. the average price 
received over four years fer w~l1eat \Yas 
3s. 8d. per bushel, while in tho United 
States and elsewhere the price paid was over 
9s. per bushel. Then, in the case of 'wooL we· 
got an average rate of ls. 3~d. per. lb., 
whereas in other countries they got as muclt 
as 3s. and 5s. for the same class of wool. In 
every other respect. we find that Australia, 
in the matter of primary products, has been 
in a bad position as compared to other coun­
tries, owing to the fact that the primary 
producers have not had a sufficient sav in 
the management of t.heir own affairs.·· So• 
soon a, the control of wool had practically 
ceased, we found that an effort was made 
by the woolbrokers of Australia to form a 
national wool council for the handling of 
wooL But the prin;ar:-- producers c:cme to 
the front, and now we have a repre,entative 
national wool council on which the primary 
producers form a prominent part. In other 
resp0cts we find that the same principle is 
being brought into effect, O\Ying to the fact 
that the primary producers are organising 
forcibly to protect their interests. Take 
the case of butter; the new butter pool will 
be practically controlled by t.he dairy people, 
and if I had mv way I would remove it 
altogether from Government influence. 
Presentlv the onlv Government influence will 
bo that· the· Mi;rister will have a. general 
presidency over tho butter pool. I think that 
the farmers co-operatively are quite capable 
of managing their own affair))., no matter 
what they might be, and I do not see why 
the primary produce·rs of Australia should 
not take a. leaf out of the book of the indus­
trial organisations and organise i.ndustrially. 
I do not sec why we should not effectively 
bring into being a dairymen's union, a sugar 
producers' union, and combine the different 
section' as a whole to act politically on 
then own behalf. That is being done in 
other States and in this State to a large 
extent. If I can do anything to further that, 
I wrll do so. That, in my opinion, would be 
far more in the interests of the wage·earners 
than the policy of the present Government. 
I think that flourishing primary production 
would do far more to bring plentiful work 
and high wages, and to reduce price', than 
any 0ffort made by a Governme·nt which sets 
t~ work artificially. It is not the objective 
o, the present Government that I am conflict­
ing with. It is that, in aniving at the object, 
they do not work along right lines. I think 
every man, if he couJ.d, would make this a 
heaven on e·arth, by socialism or any other 
methods. The methods of the present 
Government, as \VC have had experience of 
them, have clone very little. The Labour 
party have done good in different humani­
tarian directions. But those humanitarian 
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efforts arc not the monopoly of the Labour 
party, any more than they are the monopoly 
of any other party. I think they am the 
outcome of the humanitarian feeling which 
is in all people. In spite of the interjections, 
I have done my best to show in some measure 
the linos I have taken, the points on which 
I am at variance with the present Govern­
ment, and the lines along which I intend to 
proceed in the future. I would like the 
supporters of the Government to give mo the 
credit of, at least, some little honesty, some 
straightforvvardncs'\ and some desire to act 
in the intcre~ts of good government; in 
exactly the same• way as I think I have given 
them credit for the same honesty of purpose. 
I have not in any way reflected on the 
motiv<)' of anv member of the Government, 
excepting in reply to un\vorthy interjections, 
but I have endeavoured to criticise their 
policy on scientific lines. I hope, as time goes 
on, when the feeling of the House is slightly 
calmer than it is at present, I will have the 
opportunity of doing so more fully and in 
more detail, and at the same time more 
carefully. 

Mr. H. ,J. RYAN: Labour put you in. Why 
don't you be a man and got out? 

Mr. ,JAMES': As far as the Logan is 
concerned, and the remark of tho hon. mem­
ber for Toowoomba that I am going out of 
politics at the next election, the reply is that 
I am not going to mortgage my future. I 
am not going to run for the Logan. 

::\1r. H. J. RYAX: Pull out on your own 
ticket now. 

Mr .. J AMES: If the hon. member for Cook 
continu0s to interje-ct, I would like to say-­

M,·. H. J. RYAX: You signed the pledge 
and broke it. 

:\1r. ,JAlviES: I would like to say that the 
exception which was taken to me in the first 
place was due to a letter which I sent saying 
I would not contest the· next plebiscite. I 
made it clear that I did not intend to run, 
and when such persecution was brought to 
bc:ar on me as the result of that, I naturally 
began to stick up for myself. In conclusion, 
I will simply say that, so far as the Logan is 
concerned, my action is a matter between 
myself and the electors of the Logan. I no 
long·e1· hold any allegiance to a political 
partv which, I think, has given way too 
much to machine methods. 

Mr. BREX:-IA:-.1: It put you in. 

Mr. JAMES: It has allowed itself, I think, 
to become a bond slave to creeds and dogmas, 
rather than to freedom of thought, which I 
thought we upheld in the twentie·th century. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The House resumed. The TE3IPORARY 

CHAIR1IAN reported progress, and the Com­
mittee obtained leave to sit again to-morrow. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The PREMIER: I beg to move-That the 

House do now adjourn. I understand t.hat 
Mr. Speaker will have his resignation ready 
by to-morrow. If that is so, we will pr0ceed 
with the election of a new Speaker. After 
that we will re-sume the debate on the 
Financial Statement. 

Question put and passed. 

The House adjournod at half-past 10 
o'clock p.m. 
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