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Questions. [7 JA~UARY.] Questions. 

LI: GIS LA TIVE ASSEMBLY. 

WWKESDAY, 7 JAXUARY, 1920. 

ABSEC\'CE OF SPEAKER. 

Tho CLERK: I haYe to announce• that l'l1r. 
Speaker is unable to be present in hi,. place 
this clay. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER (~Ir. Bertram, Maree) 
thereupon took tho chair at half-past 3 
o'doc.k p.m. 

ELECTIO~S JUDGE. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have to 
illform the Hou,e that the following letter 
has hcen received by :\Jr. Speaker:

"Judges' Chambers, Brisbano, 
" 6th January, 1920 

"Sir, 
'· I have the honour, in pursuance of 

"'ction 102 of the Elections Act of 1915, 
to iuform YOU that the Honourable l'l1r. 
.J ustico Re~] will be the judge to preside 
at sittings of tho elections tribunal for 
the year one thousand nine hundred and 
nventy. 

'· I have the honour to be, 
"Sir, 

"Your most obedient servant. 
" POPE A. COOPER, 

" Chief Justice. 
" The Honourable the Speaker.'' 

QUESTIOC\'S. 

IxKER~IAX IRRIGATION ScHEME. 

:\Ir. COLLIKS (JJo 1cen) asked the Trea
.s.u.rcr

" 1. ·what progrf•os has been made with 
the lnkerman Irrigation scheme in 
respect to (a) surveys, (b) line construc
tion, (c) wcllsinking, (rl) power house 
C'Alnstruction '? 

"2. Have there been any delavs in the 
vvo1·ks; if so, frorn what causes." 

" 3. ·when is it estimated the works 
will be completed' 

" 4. How mam- men arc employed on 
tho works?"· ~ 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
C!tillayoc) replied

" 1. (a) Completed; (b) practically com
pleted; (c) thirty-three wells have been 
completed, and this part of the scheme 
is progressing as quickly as material for 
lining the wells 'an be procured; (d) pro
ceeding at a satisfactory rate of progress. 

"2. Temporary delays have occurred 
owing to the difficulty in obtaining 
material. 

"3. A date cannot, at present, be 
sb ted, but the works will be pushed on 
to corr:pletion wrth all expedition. 

"4. At 
four" 

1st December, 1919, ninety

Pnrsm,-s REPORT. 

i\Ir. PETRIE (Toomlml) asked the Home 
Se('retary~ 

" \Yhcn will the report of the Comp
troller of Prisons be available to members 
of the How1e ?" 

The HONIE SECHETARY (Hon. W. 
McCormack, Cairns) replied

" The report is embodied in the general. 
repor-t submitted by the Under Secre
tary.'' 

Sc:GGESTED FELIOITATioxs TO PRIME MIKISTER. 

Mr. PETRIE asked the Premier
" In pursuance of the policy adopted' 

by him in congratulating a political party 
upon \vinning certain municipal elections 
in London recently, will he now felicitate 
the Prime Minister of Austmlia upon his 
splendid victory over I.\Y.\V.-ism, Bol
shevism, and disloyalty, on behalf of the 
people of Queensland ? " 

The PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillayoc) replied

"As this question contains an oxpre'3.
sion of partisan opinion, it is clearly at 
vaeiance with tho Standing Orders." 

(Opposition laughter.) 

FREIGHTS oN SuGAR-CANE. 

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani) asked the Secre
tary for Railways

" Will the recent increase in freight 
rates on the State railways apply to· 
sugar-cane, and, if so, to vvhat extent at 
the various mileages? " 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS· 
(Hon. J. A. Fiholly, J'adrlinyton) replied

" I would refer- the honourable member 
to 'Government Gazettes' Kos. 334 and 
335, which I laid on the table of the 
IIousc yesterday." 

SUGAR PURCHASED FRmi JAVA. 

Mr. SWAYNE tl5ked the Premier
" 1. Is he correctly reported _in th& 

Press as saying, when spealung 111 

Mackav in November last, 'That tlie 
Coloni~l S'ugar Refining Company wer& 
parties to a transaction in 1vhieh sugar 
"'\Yas purchased in Ja V(i, twelve n1onths. 
ago, at the rate of £12 a ton. the same 
sugar being subsequently sold to the 
Commonwealth at nearly £50 per ton'; 
also, in saying 'That Billy Hughes knew 
who did it'? 

"2. Is ho aware that the general 
manager of the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company has written to the Press as fol
lows:-' At no time have we been con
cm·ned in speculative transactions in 
Java,' and generally denying the truth 
of the Premier's utterance in this regard? 

"3. Is he also aware that Mr. Hughes, 
when at Castlemaine recently, alluded to 
this statement of his as follow':
' Refr~rring to the statement of Mr. 
Theodore, tho Premier of Queensland, 
that the Colonial Sug-ar Refining Com
panv had obtained 100.000 tons of che<>p 
suaar from JUYU, and \YUS 111aki11g huge 
prZfits,' :\Ir. Hughes sa!d, .'There were 
three or four kinds of hes m that state
ment. If they could imagine a _snake 
with '-leads at both ends tlnd one m the 
middle they could imagine what kind of 
a lie it wa'.' That Mr. Hughes also 
stated 'He himself brought the sugar 
from Mauritius, and the cheapest he got 
it at was £22 per ton. Mr. Theodorc'-' 
statement was a lie from beginning t:~ 
end.' 
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"4. \Vas the Premier sure of his facts 
1vhcn making this Yery grave charge, and 
w.hcnce did he obtain them? 

"5. If not, for what purpos;:, did he 
make it just on the eve of an election? " 

The PREMIER replied
" 1 to 5. The statement attributed to 

me in the f1rst paragraph of the question 
is not altogether accurate. \Vhat I said 
1n effect was this: 'The Commonwealth 
GoYcrnruent \Yerc purchasing Gugar in 
Java for which they were paying as high 
a price as £50 per ton.' This sug·ar had 
preYiously been secured from Java 
millers by speculators at £12 and 
up0vards per ton. As tho Commonwealth 
Governrncnt vvcrc purchasing Gugar in 
Java from these speculatorc. "omeone had 
evidently made a big profit out of the 
·transaction, and I asked whether tho 
Colonial Sugar Refining Cotnpany knevv 
anything about it." 

GovEHN:IrENT ME:\!BEHS . Hear, hear ! 

LoAN Accou:-:T CnEDIT. 
HoN. W. H. BARNES (BulimbrL} asked 

the Treasurer
" L \Vhat amount of money was stand

ing to the rreclit of Loan Account on 31st 
December last? 

"2. \Vhat amount of money has beBn 
spent from Loan Account since the 30t·h 
Juno, 1919, to 31st December, 1919? 

•' 3. \Vhat is the total amount of money 
that bas been received on Loan Account 
from all sources since the 30th Juno, 
1919, to 31st December, 1919? " 

The TREASURER replied
" 1. £701.826. 
"2. £1,996,684. 
" 3. £1,300,122." 

LoAN MoNEY RECEIVED FHOM CoMMONWEALTH 
AND SAVINGS BAl<K. 

HoN. \V. H. BARKES asked the Trea
surer

" 1. \Vhat amount of loan money has 
been received from the Commonwealth 
Government since 30th June, 1919, to 
31et December. 1919? 

" 2. Has lw received any further sums 
of n1oncv on loan fron1 the Corr1n1issioner 
of tho 'saving-s Bank since 30th June. 
1919, last, and, if so, what is the total 
amount?" 

The TREASURER replied
" 1. £762,808. 
"2. ::\o." 

PARTICGLARS OF LOAN FLOATED Dr LoNDON. 

HoN. W. H. BARKES asked the 
Treaeurer

" L \Vlwt nmount of moneY has ho 
reccjycd on account of the loan recently 
floated in London? 

"2. "'hat amount of money has he still 
to rpc_·ivc on account of that 'loan? 

" 3. \Yh at were the net proceeds of the 
loan recently floated in London? 

"4. How much of the loan has already 
bc~n pnitl to the Goyernm·ent? 

'· 5. \Ylwn arc tho next payments to be 
rr1ade'? 

"6. Hovv n1uch of it was aprn·opriatcd 
to the pavment of the half-vcar's intcrc,st 
in Lon.~lo;l ? L 

" 7. \Vhat proportion is b0ing ear~ 
marked for de,-elopmeutal works m 
Queensland? 

"8. Did invBstors in the loan recently 
floatod tender for it upon the understand
ing that the Queensland Government 
would relieve them of all Impenal taxa
tion charges?" 

The TREASURER replied

" L £340,000. 
"2. Approximately. £1.580,000. Until 

the expenses of the 1ssue are known a 
definite amount cannot be given. 

" 3. It is cstimate.d that the net pro
ceeds will be £1,920.000. 

" 4. See answer to No. 1. 
"5. February, 1920. 
"6. Konc. Tho ex-Treasurer should 

know that interec.t on the debt is not 
appropriated from loans raised. 

"7. Buch amount aB Parlian1ent 1nay 
appropriate. · 

"8. 1\'o. Investors well knew that the 
Queensland Government had no power to 
relieve them of Imperial taxation." 

CosT OF PnEMIEn's TouR ICi XoRTH 
QUEENSLAND. 

Mr. FRY (Kur-ilpa}, for Mr. Bebbington, 
asked the Premier

.. 'What was the total cost to the Sb te 
of his recent tour in North Quecnshncl. 
inclusive of accornrnodati')ll, tnl\-elling 
allov.-ance during absence frotn B1 isbane, 
stcarner fares, special t1·ains. and other 
incidentals of himself and stdf i" 

Tho PRE::YIIER replied
" The information will bB obtained." 

D CTIES oF CEHTAIN STATE EoiPLOYEES. 

Mr. FRY asked the Premier
,, 1. l:pon what duties were (a) ::\Ir. 

A. 'I'. Ellis. secretary to the Impenal 
Me•at Board, (o) :VIr. Broadbent, l'arlia
nlcntarv Secretary to the GoYen1n1e!1t, 
(c) :VIr.· Saunders,- assistant in the J usticc 
Department, engaged bebvePn 27th Octo· 
ber and 30th Nov ember, 1919 9 

' 2. If all, or any, of thesB State 
employcPs were absent fron1 Queensland 
during that period, what were the dates 
of their departure from and return to 
Brisbane 9 

"3. B,, whom were their tra,·elling 
expense~', during their absence fro1n the 
State, paid, and what was the total cost 
of tlPir j ourneyings in each case to the 
State nf Queensland, or to the Impenal 
Meat Fund"" 

The PRK:\1IER replied
" 1 to 3. Inquiries will be made." 

DEBENTcRE-HOLDEHS AND INcmm T.u. 

Mr. (Carnarvon) asked the 
Tr::>asurcr

" Do holders of debentures received 1n 
payment for State s.tations have to pao
State and Federal Inco1ne tax on such 
·debentures?" 
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The TREASDRER replied
.. All Queensland Go,-ernment deben

tures arc exempt from payment of 
Federal and State income tax." 

CosT. ETc., oF PRIXTIKG PnrPHLET. 

::\Ir. Gl_'N='J asked the Premier
.. 1. What was the cost of printing a 

pamphlet entitled, 'Summary of Yarious 
achniuistrativo actions of the Labou1~ 
Government in Queensland during 1918,' 
is,uc·d bv the authoritv of Edward G. 
ThPodon~, ~\.cting PrcrniOr and Treasurer? 

"'2. Hov7 many copic.s, were printed, 
and where can they be obtained'! 

·· 3. IVere an)· circulated outside Aus
tralia?'' 

The PRE::\1IER replied
.. 1. £44. 
"2. 500. Copies may be obtained bv 

han. members at the office of the Chief 
Sr•cretary. 

·· 3. Xo." 

CosT OF PmNTIKG ADDHESsEs or LATE 
SECHET.mv FOR PcBLic lNsTRUC'riON. 

::\Ir. SIZER (.T1mdah) asked the Secretary 
for l'ublic Instruction

'· 1. At whoso expense \Yas the book 
conta.iuing the official ·addre•,ses of the 
h te }linister for Public Instruction, Mr. 
Hardacre. produced? 

'" 2. If it was printed at State expense, 
what was its total cost to the State?" 

The SECRETARY .FOR PCBLIC IN
STRCCTI0::\1 (HDn. J. Huxham, Buranda)
replied

.. 1 and 2. I am adYisod that the cost 
"·ill be £49 17s. 3d., and that the expen
diture is to be dcfra.yed by the Depart
mont of Public Instruction." 

CosT OF Ho:IIE SECRETARY's TovR IN NOI!TH 
QuEEKSLAKD. 

~Ir. SIZER asked the Home Secretary
,, Y\'hat was the total cost to the State 

of his tour in North Queensland duriug 
:\'oyomber and December, 1919 ?" 

Tho HOME SECRETARY replied
.. Thr' information will be obtained." 

DATE OF IKCREASE IX RAILWAY FARES. 

::\Ir. SIZER asked tho Secretary for Rail
\Yays

'' L On what date did the Govermnent 
decide to increase tho raihnl.y fares? 

"2. On what datos were the now tickets 
nuder the reyised rates issued?" 

The SECRET),RY FOR RAILWAYS 
rcplircl

.. L Fare, and freights were slightly 
incrcasf'd us fnnn 1st J a.11Uary, 1920. 

"2. ~ C\V tickets \Vero not issued." 

DETAILS or b:cnEASED FREIGHTS AKD FAnEs. 

::\ir. ROBERTS (Fast Too1coorn ba) asked 
the Secrctar:· for Railways

" L \Yhat a.rc the details of the recent 
incl'Pascs in (a) freights, (b) fa1·es, on 
tho Queensland railways? 

"2. \Yhat is the total amDunt of 
revenue likelY to accrue to the State 
through each' increase during the year 
1920 '?" 

Tho SECRETAHY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied

" 1. Th~ details ere conhined in 
'Government Gazettes' Xos. 334 and 335, 
which I laid upon the table yesterday. 

"2. The infonnation is conta-ined in. 
the Trea,urcr's Financial Statement." 

VVIKTON-LONGHEAOH RAILWAY. 

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregor11) asked the Secre< 
tary for Rail ways

" In .-iew of the fact that sixty men 
are available for railway construction 
work at Winton, will he take steps tD 
immediately canso sufficient material to 
be stored at \Vinton to enable an early 
start to be made w!th the construction of 
the vVinton-Longreach Railway from the 
\Vinton end?" 

The SECRETARY FOR HAILIVAYS 
replied

" Yes." 

STATE IRON AND STEEL VVORKS. 

Mr. COHSER (Burnett) asked the Pre-
mier

" 1. Aro the Government serious in 
their intention to establish a State iron 
and steel works? 

" 2. Ha ,, a site for such works been 
selected? 

" 3. ~'hen wi]] the recommendations 
and reports of Mr. Brophy, regarding 
the claims of various sites, be made 
knO"\Vll ?'' 

The PREMIER replied
" 1. YeG. 
"2. No. 
"3. ~7ithout avoidable delay." 

ScGGESTED RELIEF TO FARMERS AND SETTLERS, 

Mr. CORSER asked the Premier
" Will the Government create a fund 

from loan moneys for the immediate 
relief of farmers and settlers who, with 
their families are (•a) denied many of 
the nece·~arie~ of life owing to the past 
continued drought; (b) will be hampered 
under existing conditions in their desi1:e 
tD immediately produce from the1r 
lands. without special monetary assist
anc8 'to ,,ccure stock, seeds, etc. ?" 

The PREMIER replied
" The matter will receive considera

tion." 

SUPPLY OF ARSEKIO FOR CLEARIO<G PEAR. 

Mr. CORSER asked the Secretary for 
Public Lands

" 1. In recognition of the State's duty 
to undertake some part of t.he responsl
bilitv of clearing pear. will tho Govern· 
mcnt supply State ars_enic free to pear· 
selectors to assist them m such opcratwn? 

"2. vVhv are exorbitant railway_ 
freight charges made on the carnage of 
State arsenic to pear selectors, when 
in the pa·~ arseJ~i,q has been earned free 
on our ra1hvays: 



~2038 Ways and 111eans. [ASSEMBLY.] Ways and j}Jeans. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
,(Ron, J, H. Coyne, Warrego) replied

" 1. Tho State has rccDgnised its duty 
in the mn,tter of clearing prickly-pear, 
by giving arsenic to landholders at £48 
'to £50 per ton below the present market 
iT ate. 

" 2. Arsenic was carried free when full 
market rates were paid for it by land
holders and when used for the purpose 
of destroying pear." 

FEES PAID TO BARRISTERS AXD SoLIOITORS. 
Mr. PETRIE asked the Minister for 

,Justice
" \Vhen will the return relating to 

fees paid to barristers and solicitors, 
which was asked for by tho House on 
13th August last, be tabled?" 

HaN. J. MULLAN Cl!'linden) replied
" Early next \.veek." 

WAYS AND MEANS. 
FrxAc;-crAL STATE>IEN'r--RESU>IPTION OF DEBATE. 

(:11r. Smith, Mackay, in the chair·.) 

Question (proposed new taxation) stated. 
Hox. \Y. H. BARNES (Bulimba), on ris

ing, was received with Opposition " Hear, 
hears!'' 

Ron. J. G. APPEL (loudly): Hear, he•ar! 
(Govemmcnt laughter and interruption.) 

The TE:\1PORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
·Order ~ 

HaN. W. H. BARNES': I desire to say, 
in con1mcncing, that in any remarks I 1nay 
make this afternoon I am going to confine 
them more particularly to the Financial 
Stateme-nt itself rather than deal with the 
new taxation proposals as outlined very fully 
by the Treasurer yesterday. I recognise that 
the proposals which are to be laid before 
the Committee are proposals which require 
a great deal of consideration, and I further 
recognise that when the Bills relating to 
those proposals are introduced fuller time 
will be given to hon. members to discuss 
them and a more complete explanation will 
be given by the Treasurer in connection 
therewith. 

First of all, I want to say that I think 
no one could follow the Treasurer with
out coming to the cone!usion that if ever 
there w ;,s r" Statement which was full of 
padding the Statement delivered yesterday 
was that Statement. Right from the begin
ning to the end, it see·ms to 1ne, it was a 
Statement that very largely was full of pad
·ding, put in for the express purpose of hiding 
some of those glaring mistakes which the 
GoYermnent haYc made during the· past 
twe]yo months, in continuation of the mis
takes that they have so consistently been 
making ever since they accepted office. Now, 
I want to remind tho Treasnre·r that, when 
he "~as sitting on this side of the House, he 
repeatedly raised objections to the Financial 
:Statement's being late when it was de.Jivered 
Jrom the other side when this party were 
sitting there, and he also repeatedly ex
prosse·d the firm conviction that it should be 
·delivered as early as possible in the financial 
,year. And yet we find that on this occasion 
January has come and a special session of 
Parliament has been called. Why 1 What 
cho Opposition said before• the Government 
, vent into recess has been proved to be 

[.lion. W. H. Barnes. 

perfectly oorrect. The Financial Statement 
was not kept back because it was nece-ssary 
from a State point of view so much as to 
assist in another direction-to try to help 
the other side in the Federal elections. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Nonsense•! 
Hon. J. G. APPEL: Hear, hear! 
HaN. W. H. BARNES: Yes. There is 

no donbt that if some of the matters which 
are referred to to-day in the Financial 
Statement had been before the public during 
the time of the Federal elections, no matter 
what the vel'dict has been-as it is known 
to-day-the verdict would have be-en worse 
than it is so far as Queensland is con
cerne·d from a Labour point of view. 
Ron. members sav "Nonsense," but the fact 
remains that the ·statement was deliberately 
hc·ld back to assist in another dircetion. 
The House knows how far that is correct. 

An HONOURABLE MnrBER: It did more harm 
than good. . 

HaN. vY. H. BARNES: I think that the 
hon. memhcr who has interjected has let the 
cat Ol!t of the bag, \vhcn he says that it did 
more harm than good, because the GoYern
ment's action created in the minds of all 
sensible people a feeling of distrust, there is 
no doubt, a Yery great deal of distrust in 
the· minds of the community generally. Deal
ing with the situation as we find it to-day, 
I want to ask, " \Vere not the fears Df the 
public right when they thought that they 
would find that tho Statement would be 
loaded with taxation, a continuation of the 
taxation for which I think the present 
GoYernment hold at least a record?" There 
is no question that if ever a Goyernment 
have taxed, and taxe-d, and taxed again, it 
is the present Government, and the public 
Ol!tside wore perfectly justified in feeling that 
there• was going to be extreme taxation and 
that the Government themselves were hold
ing back tho Financial Statement for the 
reason I have mentioned. 

Might I now draw the attention of the 
Committee to the fact that the Treasurer
the Premier-was out in a great deal Df the 
forecast which ho ma,de in connection with 
the finance·s? For instance, referring to the 
previous year's forecast, he anticipated a 
debit of £17,618. What was the result? A 
debit of £171,988. And bear in mind that 
that was not brought about as a result of 

. fallino- off in revenue. One could understand 
that if there• had been a falling off in 
revenue the expectations of the Government 
might not have been realised. But it was 
not so. Tbe Treasurer knows, as we-ll as he 
knows he is sitting on that seat this after
noon, that the anticipations put before the 
Committee more than twelve months ago 
were under what he; realised so far as the 
revenue is concerned. \'V e come along here 
to,day and are face to face, not only with 
an increased reve-nue, but also an increased 
expenditure and a verv much bigg·er .defi
ciency than' was anticip"ated. I say that it 
is perfectly certain that the Treasurer was 
wofully out in his calculations at the be-gin· 
ning of the last financial year. He utterly 
misjudged much of the capabilities of Queens
land. 

I want to deal with some generalities before 
coming to figures. I notice that the Treasurer 
took exception to the fact that we had 
criticised the failure on the part of the 
Treasurer to place certain moneys which 
shonld have been spe·cifically earmarked for 
a specific purpose, and that he had said we 
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have failed to say what should have been 
done With those moneys other than what has 
be<m done with them. I want to say that if 
we fu.iled we were in particularly good com
pany. Does the Treasurer not know that 
the Auditor-General, in his last annual 
report, drew special attention to the matter'! 
And when au oflicer of Parliament, actin~ 
only as an officer of Parliament draws atte,;'. 
tion to a thing like that, is it not a fair 
thmg that members of this House, relying on 
the Auditor-General for information should 
criticise the Government on the sam'e lines? 
And Y.et some of the pa~lding in the State
ment mtroduced by the Treasurer refers to 
that. 

The PRE:IHER: Can you say what fund we 
should have put them into except the Con
solidated Revenue Fund? 

HoK. W. H. BAH::'-JES: It should have 
berm earmarked for a specific purpose. 

The l'RDIIER again interjected. 

l-Im;. W. H. BAR:'-JES: I have the floor 
just now, and the Treasurer will have an 
opportunity of replying to me later on. The 
fact is that the Opposition and the Auditor
General say that if money was specifically 
I''l.lsed It should bo so applied. Did not thi,; 
Hou,:e, at the instigation of the Treasurer, 
speciallv earmark that monpy '' 

The PRE>IIER: No. -, . 

Hox. IV. H. BARNES : I want to ask the 
Treasurer-did he not briiw down special 
legislation to get, that mone.;? 

The PRE,JJER: It was the 'subject of legis
lation, of course. 

Hoc;. W. H. BAR::'-JES: Now the Trea
surer is guibbling. He specifically brought 
clown lcgis!atwn so that <he could deal with 
the .proceeds in a specific way, and the 
Auditor-General says that he failed to do 
that, and tho Opposition confirm what the 
Auditor-General says. I notice that on pao·e 
5 of his Statement, the Treasurer 'refers to 
thn scarcity of employment in the agricul
tural and pastoral industries. I want to draw 
attention to the fact that the Treasurer 
knows, in my judgment, that he bas wilfullv 
and deliberately ayoided something when he 
refe:·s to the scarcity of employment. Is the 
scarcity of cmplovment particularlv notice
able ir1 thoso indti'stries he refers td? I sav 
:'No.". Th~ sc:"rcit~ of employment ii1 
I~dust;Ies anses m tlus ~vay-that in places 
ld<e Iownsviiie and Canns and the other 
larger centres many men ·who under ordinarv 

·conditions would have been content to .-wri< 
and to do thoir work well, •..vere encouraged 
lw the pr<'s.cnt Government to strike much to 
their detriment. And tho monev th~t had to 
be spent on account of unemp.loyment Yerv 
larg-ely had to be went in those ce.ntres. Ancl 
yet in ihis Statement the Treasurer dodgr's 
that fact. He puts in something else. and 
hopes to avoid the larger and more important. 
things. Gntil this country wakes up to the 
fac:t that one of the. things that should pre
vail 1s not encouraging people to get out of 
employment, or to do things which would 
drive men out of employment, unernplovment 
will contin~e. The encouragement of 
·employment IS one of those factors which are 
going to help towards the prosneritv of the 
".or:>munity and. the lowering of the co:·t of 
hvmg. and unbl we wake up to those facts 
it will he disastrous to the country. I sav 
that when Ministers of the Crown-and I mn 

·glad that the Home Secretary is in his place 

-deliberately and off their own bat prac
tically encourage men to strike and get out 
of employment, when they back up the Ia"·· 
Jess side of the conunnnity, I say it is disa.;.;
trous to the community. And that is also 
one of the factors which the Treasurer omitted 
from his Statement with regard to the unem
ployment which is existing in Queensland. 
more particularlv so far as the )/orthern 
cities and towns' are concemecl. The Treu· 
surer has heon there. and he knmvs it. He 
knows that some of those people have been 
themsch·es "walloping their own joss.'' 
because to s·ome extent he has had to put hi3 
foot do\vn and say, "I can go no farther." 

Mr. COLLIX~: Are you sure that some of 
those people were not paid by your si.de' 

Hox. \Y. H. BAHNES: If the hon. me;a
Ler thinks that this side descend to those 
methods, to which probably the hon. mem
ber hin1•"e1£ descends, he is altogether wrong. 
Let me come to the position into which the 
eountrv has !tot as a result of the actions 
of the .Hom;: Secrctarv and other6. The 
Auditor-General savs that in the financial 
year 1917-18 a sun1 of £9,152 18s. 10d. wa.3 
required for relief, whereas during 1918-19 
the amount expended was £26,412 1s. 9d., or 
nearly three times the total for t:he pre\·ious 
year. He goes on further to sny

" From the 1st of Februarv last the 
scale of rations allowed to the. recipients 
was increased by over 40 per cent.. but 
the n1ain cause of the large expenditure 
was the regrettable fact that the indus
trial troubles of the last few months han' 
placed such an increased number of 
families in the position of being depen
dent on Government aid." 

And a little later he says
" It will be readily recognised that 

distress mnet be rife when, for the month 
of .June last, the Stat<· hutchcrs' shan, 
alone in the metropolitan area issued 
beef to tho ya]ue of over £135 per week, 
and that for the three months-June, 
Jul,-. and Aug·ust, 1919-the relief expen
diture t.hroug·hont the State was £12.820. 
\Yhcreas for the same three months in 
1918 it totalled £2.111." 

Mr. RroRDAX: In 1914 they got no meat 
frorn your Govern1nent. 

Hox. \'\~. H. BAR::'-JES: That is absolutely 
untrue. I venture to say, from my po,ition 
in the House to-day, that whatever the posi
tion mav have been in 1914-15. it was ahso
lutely better than the position to-clay. }foney 
went further then than it does no>Y·. Hon. 
1ne1nbers cannot get a\vay fron1 the fact:-:. 
which stare them in the face-that money as 
earned to-day does not upon the avci:ago 
bring in as mu~h as did a lower r1c1te in 
1914-15. 

Mr. 0' SULLIVAX: The sovereign is ,,-orth 
more in Queensland than in any other State. 

Mr. BERTRAM: That applies to e\·ery State 
in the Commonwealth. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Is not this sup
pose-d to be the model State? Is not this the 
State of which the ex-Premier went about 
and said, "Look, gentlemen, Queensland is 

the model State. Look at what 
[4 p.m.] has been done there"? And, 

though it may be the model State 
in the view of some· people in one sense. it 
is certainly the model State in the sense that 
it has a bigger taxation than any other State. 

l!~m. W. H. Barnes.
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It is a model in that particular regard, and it 
is a model in the direction of doing things 
which no other State has attempte·d to do. 
I shall r('fer to that later on. It is a model 
in doing things which bring the greatest 
discredit upon thu community generally. 

:\fr. KIRWA:-< : V11hat about vom· friends 
next door in connection \Yith the wheat pool 
f.c:andal '? 

Ho:-r. \V. H. BAR;.;ES : :\Iy fric>nd m·er 
there has a pretty loud Yoice, and that is 
abont. the extent of him. 

Mr. COLLT:\S : \Vhat about the CharleYi!le 
riots? 

Hox. \Y. H. BAR~ES: Tho hon. n•ember 
knm, s more about riots than I do. The 
position in Queensland to-day is made what 
it is bY the action of the Gon'rnmcnt. :\[av 
I deaf \Yith the position which exists to-d;c~
in Queensland in other directions? I want 
to ask. dc:ding with the Financial Statement, 
if Queensland is the model State in connec
tion \vith Cll1ployrrient? rrhe 'l_lreasurer 
knmn that his life is being worried out or 
hin1 by n1en coming along and seeking work. 
and ho gives Ycry fine prornises, and that is 
about the extent of it. 

Mr. CARTER: There is not as much unem
ploymont here as there is in the other States 
of tho Commonwealth. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: L:nemploymcnt is 
rife in Queensland to-day. The instrument 
which tho Treasurer and his friends haYe 
created is an instrument which is reacting 
against them. 

:\1r. CARTER: An instrument created by 
your party for political purposes. 

Hox. IV. H. BARNES: That is an old 
stock cry. and the hon. member for Port 
Curtis !~nov," that it is not true. If the 
party on this side had been in power, \Ye 

·would, at any rate, have gone along lines 
which wore legitimate and businesslike. but 
!Jon. members opposite have not done t.hat. 

I want to deal with the Treasurer's 
remarks on pago 6 of the Statement \Yith 
regard to Trust Funds. I said that the 
Statemc:nt was very full of padding, and I 
am going to show that. The statement made 
by the Treasurer was something like this. 
He said, dealing with Trust Funds, that the 
debit halanco on 30th June, 1918, was 
£657,037. Then he went on to say that, 
happii::-I may not be using the exact words 
he used in his statf,ment-happily the posi
tion had been improYed, but Yerv largelv it 
was a book improvement. I say that that 
was a deliberate-! \Yill not say an intentional 
-mi"tatcment. (Gm·ernmcnt laught,cr.) I 
f::ay it \va~ deliberately made. at any rate, to 
dc•cci,~e the l-Ionsc. The rrrPasurcr's State
rrwnt with regard to Trust Funds is ingen
ious. rrhc amount iu connection with State 
Pnterpri~es referred to h:v hin1, \d1ich \Vas 
trnnsfeJTf'd, was £534,738. If you add to 
tl~at, £188.258. the debit balance, it. makes a 
total of £722,996. Tho Com.mittee will obse!TC 
that. \Yhi!st on 30th .June the debit was 
£657.037. b"' adding those two mms together 
the total is £722,996 for tho Year ending· 
1919. Yet. somehow or other-I presume it 
\Vas probably a lapse of mmnory-son1cthin¥ 
happened by which the Treasurer failed to 

draw onr attention to the fact that tho 
amount was real!:. larger than it was during 
the preYious year: that is, by adding the 
amount transferrccl and the amount reYealed 
in tho Statement. 

[Han. W. H Barnes. 

Then. what is the position of the Loanc 
:Fund 1 The figures show that the Loan 
Account at the end of June, 1919, was 
£500.000 worse off than on 30th June, 1918, 
the position being that on 30th J nne, 1918, 
there \\'as a credit of £1.919.434, and on 30th 
J·une, 1919, of £1,398.389. ·As a matter of 
fact the pooition had gone from bad to 
'ror~c to tho extent of £500,000. Then. this 
aft.0rnoon. in ans-wer to a question \Vhich I 
]lllt to the Treasurer yesterday, further 
inforn1ation \Vas roYcaled shoJJ.;ing· the state 
of rhc Loan Account on 31st December last. 
I bPiieve I have noted the figureo correctly. 
I aslwd, " \Vhat amount of money was stand
ing to credit of the· Loan Account on 31st 
December last," and the answer of the 
TreasurPr was, £701,826. I want to point 
out how perilously ncar wo were getting to 
an cxtre1ne position, because, if \Ve take up, 
the monthly statements made from time to 
tirne. we find that, on some occasiC~ns, as
much as £400 000 has boon spent m one 
month on Loa'n Account. It will be seen· 
that \\'C \Yere getting close to a dangerous 
position in the State. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC IV oRES: You 
\H're much lower in 1911. 

Ho:-r. IV. H. BAR:'\ES: Tl:io hon. gentle
man will htwe an opportunity of speaking· 
O'l the matter. Reference lias been made to 
tlw State iron and stool works. It is some
thing liko a bunch of carrob whi~h is being 
hdd ant to different constituencies at th1s 
particnlar juncture. There is a general 
scran1blc apparently, a.nd vanous. n1e1nbers a1:e, 
hoping that they w!II be able to t~Il then 
cnnstJtucnts that tHey haY.P 1nducerl the 
Government to place the iron and steel works 
in their constituency. 

The HoME SECilETARY: Is the iron and steel 
_,-arks like a bunch of carrots? 

Hox. W. H. BAR::"\ES: The hon. gentle
man is not vcrv much like a bunch of carrots. 
:\Iight I also· draw attention to thf' SLigar 
position? C'{o one w_ho roads the paragraph 
on page 12 m tho Fmancwl Statemc_nt w:th· 
reference to the matter could eYer nnagme 
a more inYoh·ed paragraph. Talk about a 
George Reid-er! It is a Go~r:.;e Reid-er, 
with all duo deference to a bnlbant states
man who has passed away. The paragraph· 
reads

" Recognising that tho conditions aro 
such that the producers are entitled to 
an i ncrcased price for their product, the 
GoYernmcnt arc negotiating with the 
Common~yealth authorities with the 
object of securing an increased pr.J.ce for
raw sugar. \Yithout any desu:e . to 
in1p02-e on the consumer, and d1s~lain1Ing 
anv wish for present world's panty-pro
vic_lcd \YC rcccin~ due rcco.!lnition when 
cr if the world's prices decline-this. 
Governn1cnt stand for increased produc
tion and to make Australia self
supr;orting-and an i_ncrca.scd. price and 
a stn hilised sugar pohcy a.ro vital factors. 
in this connection-as well as for the 
nermanont settlement of a \Yhite popula
tion along our northern coastal belt." 

GO\'ElG}lExT ME}IBERS: Hear! hear! 

Ho;,.;. vY. H. BARXES: What docs it 
rpallv mean? Talk about a "Yes-:'\o" para
O'raph! It. savs on the one hand, "vYe want 
~heapcr sugaf," and it says on the othc'r 
hand, "Yes, but \Ve do not want cherrper 
sugar." 

The PRDIIER: \Yhero does it say we want 
chearJcr sugar? 
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Hox. W. H. DAR;\JES: Tho inference is 
there, as the hon. gentleman knows. Then 
he g-ets in anothf'l' little bit of clectionet•ring, 
v,-ith reg-ard to white Australia. 

Mr. CARTER: That would hurt your party. 

RoN. W. H. DARi\:ES: I want to say that 
this party are out for a white Australia. 

l\Ir. COLLIKS: ·when von advocated con
scription you were .out fo.r a black Australia. 

HoN. vv. H. BARNES : Hon. members who 
represent Northern c cmstituencios know that 
there arc coming- into North Queensland a 
brgo number of aliens "·ho, by reason of 
the frequent strikes in the induetr.), are 
driving out our own people from that par
ticular part. 

The SECRETARY I'OR P1:BLIC LANDS: VVhat 
aliens are coming in'? 

Ho)/. W. H. DARKES: Who is respon
sible? Tho hon. gentleman who is interject
ing is responsible for their coming in. Ho 
is a J11cn1ber of a G.o,~crnn1'ent which is in 
pmver to deal with this matter. If they think 
it is wrong. why do they not tackle it? 
Has their voice boon raised in prote-t? If 
it has been raised in protest, it has been 
kept von qui ct. I do not know that it ha "· 
been raised in protest at all. It seems to 
me that they ha\'O quietly winked at the 
position. 

TilE' Hm1E SECRETARY : Do you call the 
Italian an alien? 

Hox. W. H. DARNES: I do not call the 
Italian an alien, but I know there arc other 
alions there, and the hon. gentleman knows 
it too, and be knows that they are working 
South. 

The HOME SECRETARY: And you gave them 
permits to work in the industry. 

Hox. W. H. DAR;\;ES: Tho hon. gentle
man shifts his ground. May I eay one thing 
in connection with the Japanese' vvhon the 
Government came into office, what trans
pired? The cx-Pren1icr said, "We are going 
to 'out' these people": and what happ<Jned '! 

The Hmn•: SECRETARY : When did he say 
th<tt? 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: He said it to the 
public Press, and I take tho opportunity of 
"tying that if tho ox-Premier had read the 
oorre<-pondencc' in the Chief Secretary's 
office be would not have made tho state
ment. ·what happened afterwards' Is it 
not an open spcrol that in connection with 
some of tho Northern districts tho ex-Premier 
did not explain what he said. Instructions 
vvere given to go ahead and allow Japanese 
to be employed, and it was given up because 
they might find trouble. I am going to give 
t1H~ Treasurer an opportunity of n1cntioning 
this matter whP.n ho repliee. He knows that 
the J apanc~se consul 'vas verv artive in this 
particular matter, and I ch~allenge him to 
deny jt, 

The PRE:>IIER: The Hughes Government 
\rcre partieularly actiYc. 

Tho Hmm SECRETARY: VVhat are you trying 
t0 provo? 

Hox. \V. H. BARNES: I am trying to 
prov-o that this Gov-ernment hav-e practically 
winked at some of those things which to-day 
arc driving ont our own people to the detri
ment of tho country. I am not referring to 
the Japanese now. I remember that not 
very long ag-o thoro was a ship down here 
at Brown's W.harf which had a number of 
coloured mBn on board, and they were called 

brothers bv hon. members opposite, and taken 
up to the Trades Hall by friends of hon. 
member, opposite. 

The HmiE SECRETARY : Your policy of a 
white Australia is a bit mixed all right. 
(Laughter.) 

Hox. vV. H. BARNES : 'rho Trclasurer 
refers, on page 15 of the Statement, to a 
diminution of revcnuo brought about by 
vHiom causes. I want to amplify those 
ca us<~~. It is all very well for the Tre.asurer 
to nttributo it to tho droug·ht. I adm1t that 
the drought has been rampant. No one C";n 
sav that drought has not been rampant m: 
Ql;eonsland. 

~1r. CARTER: Some of your members say 
th0ro has been no drought. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I say there has 
been drought, and I am responsible for my 
own statement, but tho financial trouble has 
been broug~ht about by bad Government. It 
is bronf(ht "bout by w:mt of confidence. The 
Trcasurel' !TILl,\. laugh; but th~re IS a gTOWlllfT 

want of confidence in the rmnd of the com·· 
mnnity to-day-and I hope the Treasurer 
will wake up to the fact-a want of con
fldcnce which bas been re;ealed by h1s own 
anticipations for the coming year in regard 
to income tax, which I shall refer to later 
on. There is a want of confidence be(·':us•< 
the people realise that this is the heavlcst
taxcd State in the Commonwealth. They also 
realise this fact: that, whilst in 1914-1915 the 
amount receivBd from direct taxation was 
.£974.000. last year direct tax~tion pro; 
ducod £2,772,000. W,hat is happomng- to-day 1 
The Treasurer's own figures show that he lS 
expecting £2,400,000 from direct taxation, 
which is a falling off of £300,000 as com
pared with the previous year. On top of 
th.lt, hf' is going to pnt ~nother plaster oi 
.£590,000 from direct taxation. If there ev<er 
was a Government which should take cred1t 
to itself for having sql.!eezed and squeezed 
the taxpayers of the State, then i~ is the 
GovPrnment sitting on the other s1-?e. that 
should do so. I want to ask whore rs It all 
going to end? \Vhen, is a1l this particular 
buslncss going to end ; 

Mr. Jl.1oRGAN : They are only commencing. 

Hox. W. H. DARNES: This sort of busi
ness is going to be disastrous to Queensland. 
Docs tho Treasurer think tho.t he can keep 
equeezing tho people at every turn, and yet 
expect them to !hayc any confidence m the 
community' How can they have any con
fidence in. the communitc with a Government 
like we have at the present time-a Govorn
mc:It that delig-hts in doing these things; u. 
GoYernrncnt that delights in dragging taxa
tion out of tho corn1nunity gcncralJy? IIow 
cnn thP people have confidence in. a Govern" 
rurnt like tho.t? 'r:he result wrll be that 
p<'~ple vYill be turning their attention in 
other directions. . 

~'I1·. PAYNE: Will yon tell us what you 
wonld do under the circumstances? 

ll 0)1. IV. H. BAR="fES: I would deal with 
the problem on bnsinPSf lines, such as the.v 
were dealt with before this Government 
came into office'. (Government laughter.) 

::Vlr. [' \RTFR: Retrenchment. 
:\h. O'SULLIVAN: Poll tax. 
Hox. W. H. BARXES: No, I would not 

g-o in for retrenchment. but I would see that 
if a position t\ as rPq_nirod for o~~ man that 
onlY onr man was put mto that pos1bon. Thcr<' 
slw.uld be n. reorganisation and a gradaal 

Hon. W. H. BaTnes.J 
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adjustment of things. The Treasurer •rmst 
know what is going on m the Go,·ernmcnt 
departments to-day. If ho does not know, I 
\You:d like hiu1 so send son1eone round, or g-o 
l'oun{l the departments himself. and soc \vlwt 
is going on. I a1n not referring to tho 
officers employed in tho Treasury De;nrt· 
mont, or in the Treasu"y Building, and I am 
not referring to tho officers in the E:xec'~ltivo 
Building; hut, if tho Treasurer goes round, 
he will fin·d that there arc men emplo,.,_,d bv 
the Government at tho present time .-.hen 
there is no need for their employment at all. 
That is one of tho reasons for tho position \YO 

arc in to-day, and \Vhy incr·eased taxation if.' 
necessary. 

The PREMIER: What are tho places yc1u 
refer to? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Well, tho l{,,iLv;,:· 
Department, for instance. The han. g•:·nt Jc.. 
man knows that tho R<1ilway Departnwnt bets 
been a dumping ground for every fri~nd of 
the Governmellt that comes along. 

The PREMIER : You are reflecting· on the 
railway rnon. 

Hox. W. II. BARNES : I am uct rdcning 
to the 'men conn(~-ctcd with the poru1ancr1iJ 
staff at all. I am r<:>fening to the m•''l who 
have been sent thoro as casuals. It is merelv 
a dumping ground to make tho wav easie'r 
for Ministers of tho Crown. ' 

Tb!l PREMIER: That is too trivial. 

HoN. W. II. BARNES: I notice m the 
Statement that the question of reoudiati'Jn 
cmnes in again. In referring to ~hrs rn:ttier, 
I know that I shall be charrrnd with tnin•" 
to protect the squatter. I d~ not k•w·,,: th~ 
squatter. 

Mr. CARTER: He knows you, thou~h. 
(Government laughter.) 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: If he knows me, 
then all I can say is that he knows a jolly 
good man. (Laughter.) 

Mr. F. A. CooPER:· A jollv good man for 
the squatter. ' 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: We know the kinship 
between you and the i•quatter. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: What is the posi
tion? The ·Governtnent have carne along 
,md stated that they have failed in the past 
toQ got certain legislation through in the 
direction of askiug us to repudiate agree
ments which have been made. Thev now 
con1c. along and say we arc going to~ get a 
certa1~ sum of money in t:hat particular 
du·octwn. Tlw Government are rroino- in fot' 
repudiation. \Vh0n the Guvernn~llt ~vant to 
do 'any repudi·ating, they do not hesitate to 
.do an impro]ler thing. There is a rio·ht wav 
and a just way to .do these thing·s. ~It is a 
wrong thing altogether to come along and 
hold a pistol at the :heads of these poople, 
and say that certain things are going to Go 
done. That is '<hat is going to be done hy 
the Government, because it is mentioned in 
the Treasurer's Statement. 

Mr. PAYNE: Do vou think it will driYo 
those people off the" land? 

Mr. S·roPFOHD: You repealed many awards. 
when you were Secretary for Public \Yorks 
yourself. 

RoN. W. H. BARNES: That is a rms
statement. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \>YORKS: Yee, 
you did. I remember it well. 

IHon. W. H. BarnR:;. 

Mr. STOPFORD: You repealed the award 
which was given in connection with the Rock
hun111ton carters. 

Tbe SECRE'l'ARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: That 
is quite true. 

HoN. \V. H. BARNES : T.hc Minister is 
getting excited. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: I know 
\\'hat a twister you were in 1912, anyway. 

Hox. \V. H. BARNES : My time is 
limit0d. Rcierences are made in the State
ment to t11e Railway Department, .and 
noti('e a special plearling paragraph there. 
First of all, it says that the Government did 
raise the rates previously to a very small 
extent. It was denied that the Government 
raised tlw rates at all, as a matter of fact. 
Tlwu it goe~ on and says that the Govcrn
nlent were gojng to raise the freights and 
fares to a small extent. T.he Secretary for 
Railways is here, and I would like to dr<tw 
his attention to a paragraph which appeared 
in thP paper just on the eve of the Federal 
elections. when he said 'that the freig:hts and 
fares -.vefc not going to be raised. At le~st, 
he was reported to .haYC said that. I saw 
tho statomC'nt in his O\Yn paper, tho "Dail,~· 
Stambnl": and surely the" Daily Standard" 

7-would not 1nakc an\ xnistake. Yester-day 
afternoon \YO were face to face with this 
position~the Troasmcr had the effrontery to 
tell thc; leodPr of the Opposition that if he 
wanted to g-et any infonnation he 1nust get 
it out of the columns of the paper. 

Mr. MoRGAN : The House was ignored 
altogether. 

HoN. W. H. BAR::--JES: Yesterday after
noon an hon. member held up a copy of the 
"Daily Standard," showing a picture of the 
new LicuiPnant-Governor, Mr. Lennon. It 
appeared in ycstPrday afternoon's "Daily 
Standard." So, if the Treasun)r says the 
inforn1ation is correct in one instance 1vhen 
it app<lars in that paper, we can look on it 
as being correct ,vhQn it states that thC> Sec
retarY .for Rlihvavs statc·d there would be no 
incrcUsc in farPs a"nd freights on the railway 
-yv· c know what reallv .happened. The matter 
was .c.cncfully kept back until after tbe elec
tion vvas over; and DO\Y '\1'8 know tbat. the 
fares and freights have been incrca· t~d. 

Mr. PoLLOCK : The "Daily Standard" has 
published some truthful things about you. 

HoK. W. H. BAR:"lES: \nd probably the 
" Standard " has published some untruthful 
things about the hon. member. I:Iowcver, 
that elm's not matter at all. I notJCe there 
is a statement in tho pap,n· whore the 
""Iillister that the charges ou the raibYays 
are about ]o\ve:-·+ in thf'- world. I rentcln
bcr wlwn 1iinlster for Railways said 
certain things about tho nat~on t(~' \vhich we 
!)('long. when he referred to 1t as the home 
of cant humbug. and hvpocrisv." He had 
a. loyal' partner with hi1n on that occa~ion. 
1 ~!;all have something to say about that 
later on. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Don't reflect 
on Rovalty. 

HoK. W. H. BARNES: The Treasurer in 
his statement refers to the exercise of rigid 
cconomv. Did vou ever hear of surh a 
thing;? · Is it possible for. a Government like 
this one to practise rigid economy? Look 
at the multitude of motor-cars they havf' got, 
and say whether that is rigid economy 9 

JYir. CARTER: Yes: thcv sa ,-c a lot of 
valuable time. · 
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Ho~. vY. H. BARNRS: It is not economy 
:at all. \Ve know that economy is essential 
in the Government administration, but we 
.d_o not get econon1y. 

The SECRm'ARY FOR RAILWAY>\: The Trea
.3urer uses the san1e motor-car that you had. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The Government 
arc incapable of practising- economy, and 
m·en if they wanted to practise it, the power 
lwhind them would put the whip over them 
and sec that they did not practise it. 

Mr. CoLL!NS: We -do not practise it on 
the teachers m· the railway men. 

Hox. VI. H. BARi\;ES : Thoro is another 
,ignifica.nt thing in connection with tho State
ment. The Treasurer drew attention to the 
f<::tet that there was an incrcasC>d expenditure 
·;n this department, that department, and 
!he other dopartmcmt, and he drew attention 
to tho fact that there was going to be in

•·creased C'Xpenditnre so far as public works 
.v, en~ conrorrwd. 

The PRE}l!ER: Quote from tho Statement 
:end sec what I did say. 

Mr. PAYXE: Quote the heading·s. 

Hox. W. H. BAHNES: I will quote the 
:headings to the hon. gentleman, but I want 
to deal with another factor in connection 
with the proposed taxation. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \Vhat about 
:,he Upper House? 

_HoK. \\'. H. BARNES: Tho Upper House 
\Vlll 'bo rnade very easy no\v. There is no 

·question .about the 'Cpper House now. Tho 
hon. g-enileman kumvs all abont the Upper 
House now. (Government laughter.) 

:\1r. O'SULLIVAN: Don't cry. (Laughter.) 
:\Ir. C'\RTER: Don't g-ot downhearted. 
HoN. vV. H. BARKES: Before I sit down 

I shall have something to say about that. 
I regret very much to think that the Govern
nJcnt haYe descended to the th.ings they have. 
The Treasurer suggested that there was 
likely to be a shortag·e of £1,098,000 this 
year,_ and he yroposes to bridge that by in

.crens1ng the Income tax to return an extra 
£500,000, and ho also proposes to get £250,000 
from the increased fares and freights on 

"the railways, and £258,000 from increased 
rent broug-ht about by an amendment of 

·the Land Act. to which I have alreadv 
rrcferrPd. That will make a total o'f 
"£1.098,000 to make up tho deficiencv. That 
i,; g·oing to be a plaster added or; to tho 
<·ommtmitr. I want to ·draw tho attention of 
th{' Con:mittce to this fact-that during tho 
la3t four or five years there has been in
m·f'a~p{J taxu,t_i 011, and, as a consequence, there 
has been an 111creascd revenue. The increase 
has. as a matter of fact, nearlv all como 
frolll iHcrPascd taxation. It ha; not como 
from dc,·cloprn!'ntal work. It is taxation 
that has been plac0d on the people, and the 
monC'y has como out of the pockets of the 
people. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: How about State insur
ance': 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Tho han. gontle
HHln v;·ill hayo an opportunity of saying 
.sorncthi11g about State insurance later on. 
So far as this taxation is concerned. tho 
'Treasurer is carrying- out the policy of the 
-ex-Premier. I <an remember the ex-Premier. 
when he was sitting on the opposite side of 
tho House, stating that his policy was to 
got as much out of the people as he possibly 
<f'ould. 

Mr. CARTER: When did he say that? 

Hox. \Y. H. BAR!'-!RS: The ex-Premier's 
mantle has fallen well on tho shoulders of 
the presPnt Pn,micr. I would like to know 
when this taxation is going to stop . 

:"vir. STOPFORn : '\Yhen we do justice to the 
pcopk you sweated for ftfty years. 

I-Iox. W. H. BAR:\'ES: The Premier must 
learn that if he continues to bring about 
more taxation then the people will rise up 
and sav that there arc too many Parliaments 
in At{stralia and they will go m for 
unification. 

:\lr RLPHINSTOXE: That lS what the 
Govc~nmont wants. 

IIox. W. H. BARNES: The effect will be 
to create in the minds of the people a 
dPrnand to haYc leR.s Parlia.monts, and they 
will go in for unification. Personally, I an1 
not in fayour of unification, because I know 
that Queensland wonld suffer more than any 
other State as a result of unification. 

l\1r. CARTEH: .You know what will happ-en 
next elertion. 

l-IoN. \Y. H. ISAR?\ES: Yes. The hon. 
gentleman will lose the number of his moos 
llext election. (Laughter.) 

Tho l'RE}l!EU: That i,; what you said in 
1918. 

HoN. W. H. DAR:-.fES: Yeo, and I am 
r-epeating it in 1920. HaYe \'OU ever seen 
a party whore the leading members have 
tried to get out as quickly as they could, 
as is noticed in the GoYCl'll<!lont party? They 
arc gretting out and filling on-e billet after 

another, because they can seo 
[4.30 p.m.] '• the writing- on the wall," 
· . and they know ,,~hat is coming. 

.Might I ask \Yhat the Treasurer said in con· 
rwction '·ith finance? Mav I read from that 
farnous circnlnr \vhich hc~in conjunction 
with his colic .•.guo, the Minister for Railways 
-issued ? He said

·• Fin<tnre is the basis of governin<?nt. 
It i,; also the test of go.-et·nment. Apply 
it the flnancial records of the two 

vd1o arc now before you." 

And then he said
.. Do YOU know that from 1900 to 1914 

the derr'cits mnounted to £1,163,893 and 
the surplu' £714,623-that is, in fourteen 
years an accumulated deficit of £449,270." 

I want to tackle tho Treasurer upon his own 
stab:~mcnt at that, particular tin1,c, and to 
ask if in all those years an accumulated 
cldlcit of £449.000 \l'l~S an eYidcnco of bad 
'GoYernment 1 js it not further eYidencc of 
bad Government when in four vcars there is 
a.n accumulated deficit bv a Lahour Govern
ment of £875.000. I want to ask him whether 
the wor-ds uttered bv himself and his col
lcaO'ue ou that ocrasi'on \VCI'·O true? If they 
we;'o true, th{.~n docs not this Govornn1o~t 
to-dav staEd condemned as a result of hrs 
financing·: I '-ay it stands condemned abso
lut-ch~ as a result of his financing. 

A OGOVERX}IEKT MnmER: 'I'h<:>re have been 
four yea.rs of war. 

HoN. \Y. H. BARNES : Four years of war 
is no excuse. Then the Treasurer and Mr. 
Fihelly further said

" Loans n1av be verv necessary for 
reproductiYe \,;'arks, but cis it any wonder 
that our debt amounts to £52,000,000 and 
that our debt per head of the population 
is over £80?" 

Turn up the Auditor-General's report, page 
20. He says, "Our loan indebtedness now is 
over £65,000,000." This precious Government, 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.J 
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who, through its leaders, laid these principlu 
down before .a general cl ction are now 
impaled upon their own stateme1~ts. I pre
vious! v ~tatcd that while the direct taxation 
in 1914-1915 from all sources was £954,000 odd, 
in 1918 it realised £2,272,269. I have already 
drawn attention to the fact that the antici
l1ated r-eYcnuc fro1n taxation this year would 
be £2.405,000, plus £590,000 addit~onal taxa
tion. Look at the difference in tho position 
to-cla~· bet\\ ccn 1914-1915 aucl the anticipated 
pos1tron of 1919-1920. In 1914-1915 the direct 
i:ctxatiott wae £945,0JO and, assuming that 
thcs? taxation propc<;;'lls go through and aro 
real1scd, about £3,000,000 in 1919-1920. Everv 
thoughtful person should stop and thi'lk and 
ask \:·here. are \Ve going with this heavy load 
that JS bc>1ng put upon us. \Ye cannot plead 
that it is the outcome of war. If the Federal 
Government imposed additional burdens they 
c.~n say. \Ye have .to rnako up for our expen
diture m connectiOn with the war, but this 
Government cannot Bay that. \Vith one or 
two notable exceptions, they tried in every 
turn to dodge everything which wouJ.d help 
at that JUncture. It seems to m<O that this 
Financial Statement is deliberately intro
duced for the purpose of incrLasing taxation 
and to cover the Goyernment's inability to 
manage-they have failed absolutely to 
manage the affairs of this State and these 
financial prop?sals are going to' give them 
carte blanche m the direction of expenditure, 
to m~ke them feel . that they can go on 
placatmg -and placatmrr-it does not matter0 
\vhere principle con18S in-those who con1e 
and ask for assistance. There is an absence 
of constructive policy in connection with tho 
StaL·ment--:--a direct absence of anything that 
would mdJCate that the great minds of the 
Cabinet-if they are there-haye risen to 
deal with something of a constructive nature 
eo nec-essary in conuection with the affairs of 
Queensland_ The Statement speaks about 
drought. There _has been a drought, it is 
true, bat th()re 1s also a drought of con
structive ub1hty. IIave not nc~w conditions 
arisen U;ll over the world, and in Quecmland 
too. 'IV o hear a great deal about the high 
cost of hvmg and the profiteer. If there is a 
profit-em·, Mr. Chairman, I say get at him. 
I am not here to protect him. 

The high prices of many lines have been 
brought a bout through drought. but there 
have also been other disturbing influences. 
Arc not some of the high prices existing 
t,o-day 1n Br1"-hRnP due to_ the strike? They 
arc. Are not mothers havmg to pay extrem.o 
rat('.;; for many hnos because the ordinarv 
avenues of transit are not available to-day, 
and 1s that not one of tho reasons wh·· wo 
find ourselYes in tho position in which we 
are to-da>·? As I have said before there 
i3 only one remedy, and that is that we 
should produce and produce, and that is 
patent to anyone who looks at the able
bodied men all ovor the world who have 
been taken away from their ordinarv avoca
tions during the war. Should ther~ not be 
some effort made in Queensland to assist 
and <'ncourage the man who is doing his bit 
on the land, and to get others there. Unless 
we are very _careful, before very long >H' 
art' ~unpl:; gcnng to not onlv straHgle thorn 
as tho hon_ member for Murilla has said' 
but we are g_oing to kill them altog~ther---'
dnve them off the land: and the time is not 
far -distant when, in the interests of this 
great State, and of the workers and of everv 
businrss enterprise, we shall not only have t-;, 
induce men to ~o on tho land but ;hall have 
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to assist them when thoro. vVhat is 
happening to-day? There arc shorter hours 
-I am not saying anything against that-in 
the ncrious towns and cities, the effect of 
which is to draw the young life into the 
cities and towns. They say, "\Vhy should' 
we keep our noses to >vork early and late 
when we can do so much better in the cities 
and towns?" The effect is going to be 
disastrous u110n the community generally_ 

Mr. F. A. CooPER: ·where do vou work
i.-1 tho city or country? " 

Ho:-:. W. H. BAR:'\ES: I work in the 
city, and I want to sa}; that I have dono a 
Yery great deal more work than the hon. 
n1mnber has cionQ. 

Mr. F. A. CooPER: I think I can call you 
a non-1n·oduccr. 

Hox. \Y. H. BAR:'\ES: This is the differ
ence bet\Yl't)IJ so1ne of the loud-rnouthed rncn 
who come into this House; they know 
nothing about things, they prescribe for the 
other fcllo·w, and, in m.any cas.es, have never 
done a decent dity's work in their lives. 

-:id:r. P_ A. COOPER: \Vhy talk about your
self like that. (Government laughter.) 

The SECRETAHY FOR AGRTOULTVRE : You 
know a fair bit about farming the farmer. 

Hm;. W. H. BAR;'\ES: The hon. member 
knows a great deal about farming somebody 
else. 

Tho CHAIRMAN : Order ! Order ! 

Hox. W. H. BAR;'\ES: My time, I find, 
has nearly gone. I want to make another· 
statement, for which I myself, and no one 
else, am entirely responsible. I have) only 
my consci<mcc to satisfy-nobody else's. In 
answ·cr to a question whjch 'vas rajsed by 
the leader of this party, it has been stated 
that certain things were going to happen 
in connection with this countrv: that a 
gent!cman-in many rf',pccts a ino3t cstirn
able gentleman: I sav nothing against that
is to be appointed to the position of 
Licutenant-GoYen.or of tho State-that is, if 
the paper ,tatement is correct. vVhat is the 
position? Realising the responsibility of the 
position I am in-and I am speaking entirely 
for myself-I say most emphatically that 
that appointment is an insult to the loyal 
people of this great State of Queensland. 

The PRE:\IIER : That Commission was 
signed b:v the King, and you are reflecting 
on the King. 

HoK. \V. H. BARNES: The King would 
not be in possession of all the facts. Here 
is a gentleman appointed Lieutenant
GoYernor who at a certain gathering 
endorsed the most disloval remarks that have 
eYer been mad0 by a Cabinet Minister inv 

this State, and yet he is thrown upon_ 
this State on the recommendation of that 
Gm·ernrnent. 

A GovERN:YlEXT :i\iE:YIBER: His sons fought 
in def<'nce of the Empire while yours stayed 
at home. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAX: Do I 
understand the hon. member to have said 
that an hon. member of t.his Chamber made 
cc>rtain dislontl statcnwnts. If so. I must 
point out tha't it is quite unparliamentary. 

lioN. W. H. BARNES: I recognise, :'\1r. 
Chairman, the responsibility of what I am 
doing. I repeat that th<> han. the Lieutenant
Go,~ernor made and endorsed certain disloyaL 
statements--
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The TE:YIPORARY CHAIR"'I:'~ · Order ! 
·Order 1 

Hox. W. H. BARXES: I recognise the 
position I an1 in, a.nd I say he lll[ldO disloyal 
3ta tements. 

Tho TEMPORARY CHAIR1L'\.N: Order ! 
·Order! 

Tho PREMIER: Mr. Chairman, I riso to 
::t point of order. 

Th<• TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I have 
already pointed out to the .han. member 
that he is quite out of order in making 
charges of disloyalty against any hon. 
member of this Chamber. He has repeated 
those charges and I now call upon him to 
unro,en·odl:;· withdraw. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I say, Mr. 
Smith-

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAK: Does 
the hon. rnomber withdrcc,-· 'i 

Hm-:. \V. H. BARXES: I have said it and 
I repeat it. (Cries of Order! Order! and 
uproar.) 

Th0 TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
Order ! 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am very sorry, 
Mr. Chairman. I haYe boon connected with 
this House for many years and I reg·ard it 
as au honour. I lwvo said that a certain 
member of this House. made disloval state
ments and I refuse absolutely to 1,ithdraw. 
(Renewed disorder.) 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAC\1: Order! 
·r han• already pointed out to the han. 
member that he is quite out of order to pass 
an:· reflectior, on the loyalty of any hon. 
member of this Chamber. I now, for the 
last time. ask him to withdraw that state
n1ent. 

Hox. \Y. II. BARNES: I positively refuse. 
'The hon. gentleman is outside the Chamber 
now-the Han. v\'illiam Lennon. 

1\fr. MoRGAr.-: The remarks \H're not made 
in~idc Parlian1ent. 'They \VPre IT.lade outside. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Does 
the hon. member withdraw'! 

Hox. W. H. BARNES rising, 

Tlw TEMPORARY CHAIR:YIAK: 'Cndor 
St ~nding Order 122-

The PmmiER: Give him an opportunity of 
,,-ithdrawing. 

Hor;. W. H. BARNES: Perhap~. if I 
amvlified what I have to say by reading the 
·direct statement-

The PRE}IIER: \Vithdraw the etatement. 

.l\fr. PAYNE: :'\:'one of your " Kidston being 
·<lrnmmed out of Falkirk" hero. 

Hmr. \V. H. BARNES : With your permis
sion, Mr. Smith, I will read tho direct state
ment. I do not say that any member of 
·this Honse-

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Do I 
understand that the hon. member nnrE'
·servE'dly refuses to withdraw. and persist" 
in disregarding the authority of the Chair. 

Hor;. W. H. BARNES : Certainly. 

The TE'\IPORARY CHAIRMAN: In that 
'Case thero is no other course for me to pursue 
than under Standing Order No. 122 h' name> 
'the Hon. \V. H. Barnes, member for 

Bulimba, to the House for disregarding the 
authorit:c· of the Chair. 

The Deputy Speaker having been called, 
the TEMPORARY CHAIR}IAN reported the Hon. 
W. H. Barnco for disregarding the authority 
of the Chair. 

Tho DEFGTY SPEAKER: The Tempo
rary Chairman reports the Hon. W. H. 
Barnes for disobedience to the Chair. 

A GovERNMENT ME}!BER: Poor Willie! 
The PREMIER: It would not be too late 

enm yet for the hon. member to withdraw. 
0PPOSIT10N MEMBERS: What has he got to 

withdraw'! 

The PREMIER: It is perfectly obvious 
that if the statement was made by the hon. 
member it is a reflection on a member of 
this Chamber. It is Ycry unpleasant, and 
surely unnecessary, to apply the drastic pro
visions of the Standing Order. I think that 
the han. member might, in deference to the 
Chair, withdraw. The hon. member indi
cates that he dm•s not intend to do so. In 
t.hat case it is cYident that it is deliberate 
and persistent defiance of the Chair, and I 
have no othe-r course than to move

" That the bon. member be suspendod 
from the Chamber for the remainder of 
this week.'' 

Mr. MoROAK: 'l'yranny of tho worst descrip
tion! 

Mr. SIZER : A nice way to start the new 
year! 

Mr. MORGAK : Talk about free·dom of 
speech! 

'\1r. F. A. CooPER : Freedom of black
guards ! 

Quostiou-That the Hon. \V. H. Barnes be 
suspended from the services of the House 
for the remainder of tho week (1~1r. 'l'heo
dore',s motion)-put; and the House 
dn·wcd :

~\ YEH. :14. 
}Ir. IhrlH'l' }fr. }feCormack 

Brf'nnt-:.n }icLachlan 
e-nter }!ullan 
Collin~ , O'~ullivan 

, CoopPr, F . ..:\. .Pavn(' 
,, Conrer, \Y. Pollock 

fioyne Riordan 
nu'nstan Hyun. D. 
FihellY Hyan, H. ,T. 

, Foley,·T. A. :-;mith 
Forde Stopfonl 
Gildn_y Theoaore 
Gillies Thor:l'lJWn 
Glcdwn \Yeir 
Kirwan Whitford 

,, Larcoml)(' ,, \Yil"''JD 
,, Lloyd \\~instanh•:: 

Tellel'-'<: }Ir. Kirwan and l\lr. \1-~cir. 

~OES, 23. 
nir. Apprl }ir. Moore 

,, Barnps, G. P. , }forgan 
EaYh'v Pett·ip 

, BeLbi;lgton ,, Hol)('rts 
Bell f;izcr 
Corser ~Oillf'l'Ert 

, Elphinstonc> ,, f-'penc<'r 
Frv , ~\Yi1Yll<' 

, Gr'ayson ,, Taylor 
, Gnnn ,, Yo,vlPs 
., HodgP , \Yall~Pr 
,, Macartney 

Tefler.r;;: :J.Ir. }foorf' and }fr. ~pencer. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 
0PPORITIOX MEMBERS : Shame ! Shame! 

Shan1e! 

Mr. RLPHI:'\STONE (O:dc11): I am sure 
>YO must very much regret this unfortunate 

J.1fr. Elphinstone.] 
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hcginning of the new year's operations, and 
I sincerely hope that the Government will 
not be so-shall I say, vindictive-on account 
of their defeat at tho last elections that they 
will allow their fe-elings to influence them to 
Bupprc"''3 l'easouable criticism from this side 
of tho House. 

I very much regret that the Standing Orders 
pre·.·ont tho adoption by this House of the 
proposal made by tho han. member for Toom
bttl-that is, that a letter o1· telegram of con
gratulation be sent to ::\lr. Hughes, Primo 
:Ylinister of Australia-that Australia should 
be congra,tula ted on having avoided the dis
case which is attacking Queensland at the 
present moment. Euclid has provided a very 
excellent axiom which furnishes us with a 
very apposite and comforting refl-ection for 
the prl"oCnt moment-that the whole is 
groater than the part, and so long as 
the Commonwealth, which is the whole, is 
repr-esented by Nationalism, then l.Jueensland, 
which i.s the part, can suffer as it is to-day 
without Australia's being assailed by the 
n1erutrc which othel'\\'i<So \Yould oyercome her. 
(Government interjections.) 

I want to dt>al largely in n1y re1narks \vith 
the Financial Statement, as it is the Financial 
Statement we have before us, and I do not 
intend to transgress at all, but to confine 
mv remarks to the criticism for which it 
ca.lls. It is, in n1y opinion, a rnost rcnlal~k
ahle thing that the Treasurer. in his State
ment. att.ributes the \\·hole serious position 
disclosed bv it to tlw returned so1diers, to 
floods, dro~ghts, epidmnies, and the war. 
The>c are tho five colleagues which the 
Treasurer calls to his a"istancc to explain 
awa_v the shocking state of affairs \Vhich his 
Budget Speech discloses. It is a remarkable 
thing that the TreasUl"'l' has said nothing 
about that small bach of dictators who have 
been framing the poli'cy of Queensland during 
the past fin• y0ars; that s:mcll bod:·. the 
Trades 1-Iall cx.ecutiYe, ·who haYC' been respon
sible for bringing QuPcnsland into tho position 
in which W<' find her to~dav: that small execu~ 
tive which has caused tlie deput" leader of 
the FLderal Labour party to rmblic!y protest. 
And when the deputy leader of a party, who 
is bound by solemn pledge' such as the caucus 
party io, brr!aks faith with his bond and 
makes a public complaint of the position 
which is found in Queensland and Australia, 
we know quite well he must have had good 
grounds for taking the action \vhich ho does. 
During the past two or th1·ee years of debate 
in this House \V, have continually pointed 
out that this Government or the Labour 
party which is occupying the GoyornnlCnt 
benches are merely the tools of that body 
of dictators who han' driYen Queensland to 
the position of stress in which she fi.nds her
self to~day. And now we find ample eYidence 
from the li!Js of the deputy leader of the 
Federal Labour party that that is actually 
so. The Treasurer, in his Staten1cnt. 1nake'; 
no reference to that dictators-hip, which 
probably is interfering \lith his saner judg
nwnt. lie n1akes 110 r-efcr<'nce to those 
influences and forces which have been dl-iving 
him and his party into the dregs of despai1· 
in which thC'V arc at the present n1onH:nt. 
lle attrilmh?s- the position of Queensl>wd to 
causc::3 which arc outside the control of any 
Goyern1nent. Ilc snys notbing also about 
th.:> pcrvctual \var on crnp1o:·rcrs, the pel'
pdual \Var on those with capital~a \Yar 
which has had the effect of curtailing 
industry and expansion. \Vhen expansion is 
needed, when the deYelopment of our 
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r-esources js an essential t-o our welfare, he 
fails to point out that his and his party's 
onslaught on the employer and persons with 
capital has had the effect of keeping capital' 
away from Queensland that would have come· 
here. and of causing the employer to close 
down where he otherwise would have 
expanded. 

He further makes no reference to the· 
burdensome effect of taxation-the pena.lising 
of thrift. He 'ays nothing about the detri
mental effect that has had upon the ordinary 

expansion which we should look 
[5 p.m.] for in the State, and the effect: 

it has had upon the financial 
resources of the State. He makes no refer
ence to the variouo strikes and unre.st which 
have been interfering with industry and, 
devclopmt'nt in all parts of the State. He 
makes no reference to the effect that it has 
had upon the cost of living in Queensland. 
All these things he quietly passes over, be
cause thosP bad effects arc· produced by his 
foJ1owers~tho::i.O to whon1 he looks to kec1 ) 

him ;n office. Ii c makes no reference to the 
'" go-slow" pohcv which we have evi·dence 
of in North Queensland at the present 
moment, to th0 shipping hold-up, and the· 
embargo placed on the port of Townsville 
because of this perpetual "go-slow" move
ment, 'xhich must of neCc'ssity retard progress 
and affect the· financial standing of the State. 
This is quietly passed over. He makes no 
reference to the flouting of the ArbitratioDJ 
Court and the substitution of direct action. 
He makes no reference to the fact that his 
own Government have assisted in that flout
ing of the Arbitration Court, with the result 
that no employe-r feels secure or safe in his 
present position, and, therefore, the ordinary 
natural expansion and development of the 
State are retarded on that account. He· 
rna.kes no rG>fcrence to the overstaffing and 
consequent inof!ici0ncy of the railways and' 
other public departments which he knows 
quite well has been resp~nsible for one of 
the biggc st deficits that this S'tate has had' 
to face. He makes no reference, further, to 
the distress and unemployment which wre· 
prc·vailing as tho consequence of these very 
l'C'tsons which he quietly passe~ over. A 
Pn•mier and Treasurer who claims to lead~ 
and direct a State with the potentialities of 
Queensland, and \Yho quietly and absolutely 
ignores these outstanding reasons is, in n1y 
opinion. defi.cient in an appreciation of his 
l'CS]lonsi bi\ity. 

Last year's operations, according to the 
Financial Statement, showed a deficit of 
£171,988, but we must also take into account 
the £313,000 which was to have been col
lected for the purpose of meeting the past 
ye·ar' s deficiencies. Therefore, to get a. true 
idea of what the financial position of the 
State was at the close of the last financial 
year we have to take into consideration the 
fact that the total deficit was £485,000. That 
puts a very different comple·xion on matters. 
The Treasurer juggles with the position by 
saying that the retrospective money was only 
intende-d to .apply towards liquidating the 
dl'ficit of the previous year if the. ordinary 
reyenue received for the then current year 
was suffiri"ent to ll1C'{'t that y~ar's. expendi
ture. Of course. that is true as far as it 
goes, but it is merely juggling with the 
situation, because the truth is that last year's 
operations disclose a d0ficiency of ap]woxi
matdy half a million of money, which shows 
a shocking a:nd disgraceful state of affairs 
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when ono takes into consideration the large 
amount of additional revenue which he had 
at his dispo,al. Another thing we see no 
mention made of is the accumulated deficit 
of £581,000, which is an overdraft at the 
Queensland National Bank at the present 
moment. That, I suppose, is another gift 
which will be passed on to posterity as a 
kind renu1mbmnce of misgovernment by the 
Labom· Government that Queensland is 
suff(~ring h·on1 at the present time. 

The PREMIER: What do you say about the 
overdraft at the Queensland National Bank? 

:Ylr. ELPHINSTONE: You will see what 
I said; my time is limited. I have said 
exactlv what is in the Auditor-General's 
report~ The Treasurer said nothing further 
regarding the suspension of the Sinking 
Fund. There was a time when Queensland's 
legislators and Treasurers appn>ciatod the 
fact that debts when incurred had to be paid 
off son1e time, and that the only reasonable 
\Yay of .doing so was by creating a sinking 
fund, which could bo used to meet our 
obligations when tbe time arri.-ed. Furthe1· 
additions to the sinking fund ha.-e been 
abandoned .. 

The PRE~IIER : It still exists. 
:Yfr. ELPHINSTONE: But it is not added 

to, and we arc rapidly approaching a time 
when wo will have to re•deem millions of 
mon<;y, and we have very little sinking fund 
with which to meet the sit11ation. Consider
able time is given and a lot of space devoted 
to the· success of the loan on the London 
market. In my judgment, the credit of the 
successful flotation of that loan is due to 
Queensland's soldiers, and not Queensland's 
legislators. 
0PPO~ITION ::\1EllfBERS: He•ar. hear! 
::Ylr. ELPHINSTONE: Queensland and tho 

rest of Australia are e-njoying such glory 
and distinction throughout the world that 
London and its financiers are so impressed 
,,-ith the situation and with what the soldiers 
of Australia hav<l done that, out of pure 
gratitude, if for no other reason, they came 
forward in the-ir thousands and subscribed 
to thE> assistance of those who have acted 
so noblv. But to think that Queensland 
leg·islators have impre,scd the home investors 
to the extent of causing a loan to be ove·r
subscribed is simply allowing ourselves to 
elwell in a fool's paradise. 

:\fr. KIRWAN: What did the city editor of 
the '' rrimes'' say? 

:\1r. ELPHI::\'STOKE : I can only under
stand references to the " Age " con1ing frorn 
tho hon. member. Another point is this
that, if this loan has been so succc~sful as has 
been described, it is quite obvious that tho 
financial advisers of the Government were 
too generous in offering the terms they did. 
It shows tho rate of interest is too high, and 
the price at which the loan is issued too !mY. 
and there is little congratulation to be 
d0-riYed fron1 the fact that tho loan was <:50 
liberally subscribed. on tho score of finance, 
because in my judgment it shows the terms 
arc too generous, and Qneensland taxpayers 
ought to have been saved from some of the 
burden which will be imposed upon them. 
In me' opinion, London financiers who haYe 
been following the situation still have 
unbounded faith in the power, common 
sense. and honesty of the Legislative Coun
ciL ·They know quite well that any of 
these repudiatory Bills which are proposed 
to be introduced will meet their just doom in 

the othor House, tmless we see in the action 
whid1 has been consumm<Ited during the last 
two or three days the deathknell of the other 
HouBe. Another thing which was a matter 
of comfort and encouragement to tho finan
cial world of London was that this Govern
nlent is about to die, and nothing .js surer 
than that. Han. members opposite may smile. 
'When I first came into t:his Honse, if a refer
ence to the death of this Labom· Government 
was mentioned. l used to think that we had 
110 cause to think of such a thing. We find 
that Queensland generally is discredited from 
end to <mel, and so London is looking forward. 
likC> cYcryone clso \Yho loves Queensland and 
looks for its expanswn, to the early death 
.and demi'e of this Government, and that is 
probably one of the things which caused the 
London fmanciers to subscribe to the loan to 
tho ''xl<mt they did. (Government laughter.) 
Nothing is '•aid about tho <Idditional 
£130.000 taxation which this loan is going 
io impose on the taxpayers of Queensland. 
·\t 6~ per cent. it means that we approxi
matdy iwve to find £130,000 a year to meet 
the mterest on the loan. 

No reference is made to the heavy debts 
which fall duo for renewal in the course of 
th<' next two or three years. I understood 
the Treasurer to say in pnevious debates that 
ho had this prominently in mind, but I see 
no indication of this in the Financial State
mont before us. He probably knows that, 
w:hen theRe loam fall due for renewal in 1921 
or 1922, he will not be here in any official 
capncity whew he is called upon to put his 
\Yards into action. 

I 1Yant to refer for a few minutes to the 
question of revenue as applied to taxation in 
particular. Last year we derived from taxa
tion £2,722.000, and it is significant that the 
Treasurer finds occasion to reduce his Esti
mntes for the coming year, on the same basi& 
of taxation, to £2,405,000. It is evident that 
he had the last six months financial figures 
before him. because W<' can see by them that 
the·re is a considerable shrinkago in tho income 
from taxation during the first six months of 
this financial year of about £109,000. It is 
very significant tha.t the income which we 
dcBiYe from taxation is showing such a severe 
shrinkage, and a 'Treasurer who knew :his 
business and could see the signs of the times 
would know that that shrinkage in taxation 
shows that the expansion and development 
of the country is being retarde.d, and thnt 
something should be clone to give oonfidence 
to push things ahead. Another thing, it 
~hows that those whose shoulders have borne 
this burden of taxation have to face a further 
burden of £590,000, making the total revenue 
dC'rived from taxation no less than £3,000,000 
in a little community like this. We wm;c the 
most heavily taxed State• before this Budget 
was introduced, but what we are going to 
be now heaven only know's, and what the 
effect is going to be it is difficult to imagine. 

It is well to note the increase of taxation. 
The amount per head in 1915 was £1 8s. 2d. ; 
in 1916, £2 2s. 9d. per head ; in 1917, £2 6s. 
9d.; in 1918, £2 12s. 7d.; and in 1919, £4 
7s. ; and now, in 1920, it amounts to over £5 
per head. ·what a wonderful record! Let 
us look at the expenditure side of the ques
tion. \Ve find that tho Treasurer c-·.timates 
an increase of £830,000 in expenditure. It is 
significant that the increase in expcmcliturc• 
for tho last six months only is £647,000. so it 
is quite eYident that tho Treasurer in calcu. 
lating· his £830,000 inPrPa"c in expcndituw 

Mr. Elplz1:nstonP. J 
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for tho yoor is vmy much below the mark, 
lwcause for the six months up to 31st Decem
her last the increase in expenditure, as dis
clmed by the table, is no less than £647.000. 
vVe again see that thll Land Act Repudia
tion Bill is to be introducC'd, and is to find a 
revenue of £258.000. Evidently the Govern
ment is emboldened by the success of the 
London loan to reint··oduce this repndiatory 
legislation, and finds itself in the position of 
btling absolutely dependent on that £258,000 
to meet its estimated expenditure for the 
con1ing ;:.ear. 

want to deal briefly with the question of 
railways, which everyone must admit is the 
most distressing portion of the whole of this 
Government's conduct of affairs. It is suck
ing the lifeblood out of Queensland at the 
present moment, and it is being dealt \Yith 
as a joke rather than as a business proposi
tion which requires drastic tmatment. vVc 
fmd that tho loss on the railwavs is attributed 
Ly the Treasurer to the increa"seu wages and 
tho costs of stores. That is a very plausible 
hut very weak reason or excuse for explain
ing away the position. It is significant that 
no reference is rr.ado to a fact which was di'
closed by means of a question during the last 
meeting of this House-that tlw earning 
power of each employee on tho Queenshnd 
r-ailways in 1914-1915 was £102. That earning 
power last year was reduced to £17. · 

The PREMIER: \Vhat nomcnse! Take the 
gross earnings per head, -and you will get it 
right. 

Mr. ELPIIINSTONE: I "rn taking· ~he' 
net earnings ]Wr head, and it dearly shows 
that there is something in the fonn of stag~ 
nation in Queensland v;,<h{:~ll raihvey"" earnlngs 
arc reduced from £102 per head to £17 twr 
head. 

The PREMIEH: You arc simply trying to 
n1isleu.d tho Conunittee. 

Mr. ELPIII-"'STONE: A comparatiye 
statement with regard to thP working ex
penS<?S of the States of Queensland, Victoria, 
and :N-ov,, South \\.,.ales ma:v be interesting. 
In J\'cw South vVales the working expenses 
are 69 per cent., in Victoria 62 per cent., 
\Yhercas in Queensland they aro 92 per cent. 
of the lncou10 of tho raihvays, di~cloPlng a 
~tato of affair,; 1vhich is deplorable. and it 
i . .:; rc1Ha rkable that tho Treasurer doPs not 
call souw attention to the position, or point 
a finger to some method of rodrev,ing this 
terrible druin on the public re,ources of 
Quccmland. A further point in connection 
with this matter ~hows that during the 
present :vear thoro are 4.692 1nore 1nen em
ployed in the Railwav Department than were 
mnp:oye·d tlwro in 1914-1915. although there 
were 1.400.000 less train miles run. That 
shoves that the railways are hopelessly over
staffPd at the present time. \Yo know that 
tho :'v1inistpJ· for Railways is always putting· 
on fresh men, and that the depftrtment has 
become tlw dumping ground for Queenslan-d's 
unemployed. Instead of tho railways being 
used for the natural expansion of the State. 
they have been an increasing expense to the 
public, simply because whenever there are any 
unemployed the Jl.'linistcr puts on eYery tem
peramentally fitted gentleman who presents 
hiP"SO!f for cmplo~·ment. The re'HI:t of that 
policy is that thoro arc nearly 5.000 moL' 
men cmploYcd and 1.500.000 loss train miles 
r1.1 n 110\Y thr~ n there were ftvc vcars 
The excuse has 11Pen giYf'n in connCction 
the position of the Railwtcy Dopada'o,.t 

flrir. Elphinstone. 

thcr0 has been a great increase in the price 
of f!tOl'CS. rrhis nwttcr has been referred to 
by ihn Auditor-General iu his report, and 
hu shows the system which has prevailed 
and the waste of moneY which has been 
caused in connection with the purchase of 
stores for the QLJOensland Railway Depart
ment. ·wo know that the Auditor-General 
rdened to the purchase of 65 tons of 
carbide at £100 per ton landed in Brisbane 
when, at the same time, that carbide could 
have been purchased in Brisbane stores for 
£45 per ton. 

The PREMIER : It was purchased by the 
Agent-General. 

:'v1r. ELPIIE\STO-"JE : Then we know that 
sponge cloths were purchased at an estimated 
co't of £11.000, but they actually cost 
£30.000. 

The l'HEi\liEH: They were purchased by the 
Ag(~nt-General. 

J'dr. ELPHI:\'STO~E: You haye onty goc 
to refc•r to the Auditor-General's report 
\Yhcn) he refer.:> to the '' aste that is going 
on in the Railway Department. The 
Auditor-Gcnoral recommends that some busi
ness man should be put on to assist the 
Cmnmi:-),~ioucr for Railwavs so that business 
methods may be adopted "in connection with 
thf.~ purchase of stores 111 tho Raihvay 
Dopartm<mt. 

Tho PRIDIIER :· What about putting you on? 

Mr. ELPHINSTOJ'\E: I am not seeking 
any jobs. I am not like hon. members 
opnosite. rrhe question of increasing tho 
f<.nPs and freights is about to be undertaken 
by tho Government. This is a question that 
should have boon -dealt with long ago. When 
thP Estiuultcs ·were beforn tho House sorne 
fi ftecn rnonths ago, I expressed the opinion 
that it was c~.>scntial that tho GoYernrnent 
should raise the fares and freif{hts. I pointed 
out that thP raihvav~ -w·ore a business under
hking, and if the. Government founi! that 
1he hiT(,' unci freights ''Tore not sufficient to 
meet their obligations they should raise them. 
Hut just at this particular rnornont let u~ 
remember that tho Brisbane Trannvays Com
pany-the rnnch nf'r~ccutf;d BrisbarH~ Tram
ways Company-has neYer raised its fares. 
and froig·ht, during the term of the war. 
:.-ot legislation was introduced here to cause 
that cotnpanv to extcr:d their sC>ctions and 
reduce their fare.... While the Tramways Com
pany \\ore asked to do that. we were toJ.d 
th:J r the out of material had rison in tho 
Rui1wuy Department and it hecarne nocos,~ary 
to lHcr0ase the rates ancl fare''·· 

Tlw PREofTER: How can vou alter the fares 
and freights of the Tram~ay., Company? 

Mr. ELPJTIKSTO:'\fF;: You make mistakes 
voursolf. You are not tho wonderful man 
~-ou think vou arc. If anvone wants to studv 
the positiCm n~garding· tho finances of th8 
Railway Department at the pn"ent moment, 
11e vviH see it disclosed in the Treasurer's 
Statement. The Treasurer looks for an in
crease of £140,000 from the railwavs by 
natural cxpan .. ion. Ho also looks f;,r an 
::dclitional £250,000 by increasing tho fares 
und frPig·hts ,duriug the current fmancial 
vt'ar. vYo can therefore look for £390.000
of additional revenue. I notice that tho in
crca~- "'cl c;,:pcnditnro is ostirr1ated to amount 
to £255.000. so that the net result. if these 
R+ 'lntcs and anticipations are realised, will 
h' nn incrPased r<:vonue of £135,000 over last 
F('R1'. s..cinQ: that the railvl'ays practjcally 
lost £1.435.000 last year, and sc<'ing that \He 

aro u11ly to get a net increase of £135,000 in 
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rtho reY~nue this year, we ~an p]ainl"~- s~-,e that 
-we are going to have a further defif'It l.l'f'

scntcd to the Queensland taxpa~Tcrs of sonH'
thing iiko £1,300.000 in connection with 1:w 
raihvays. Y ct \Ve go blindly on year after year 
allowing the milways to suck the lifeblood 

·out of QLwensl")Ld without any attempt bemg 
made to fa< e tho position and control 1t Ill 
a husincs:::::like waY. At the prosf~nt time ·we 

.are borro\ving 1~oncy for "\vhich \VO haYe 
{Zot to pay 61- per cont. interest. and v.~e 
iw-.-~~~t fhat tuonev in railwavs w-hich earn 
l3s. 9d. ner cent .. , Ho\v can 'that continuo·: 
That mc~ns that for every £100 WP put into 
our railv.avs it loses son1ething ltke 5~ p-er 
<>enL. which the taxpayer has to make up. 

In my judg·mcnt, railway expansion should 
be stopped in Queensland, except in regard 
to the three main lines which we all agree 
should be completed-namely, tho ~orth 
Coast line. tho line to the Bowen coalfields, 
and the Winton to Longreaeh line. The talk 
of further raihvay expansion, -.,vhen \Ye lo1o1v 
that every mile of railway last year lost £225 
to this country, is sheer financial insanity. 
You must curtail tho railway expenditure. 
You must cut out all this expenditure on 
Tailwa.'·s which is hopelessly unprofitable and 
confi1w your attention towards developing 
those lands which lie along our railways at 
the present moment. If you do that you 
will make your railways profitable and pay· 
able, and that is much better than allmYing 
·them to drain all our resourecs. It is no usc 
continuing tho Public ·works Commission 
inquiring into in1pos,,,]ble propositions which 
are not lilwly to see the light of day for the 
next fifty yearc. I .havo already said in this 
House that so long as we are content to 
spend large sun1s of money upon raihYays 
which are unproduetive, and, therefore, put 
]arge sums of money into circulation in that 
way, then tho cost of our commodities will 
lnc:rPasc. ·unlcss you invest mane?~ in the 
development of Queensland and in repro· 
-duetivo works, then it is obvious that the cost 
<Of li\·ing- n1u~t increase. If you put mon" 
n1oney into circulation by constructing rail
\Va,ys ~-ou -wj ll be SfH'Dding IT~OnC,Y in an 
unproductive wa.v and getting nothing in 
rPturn for it, and that wlll rneau an increased 
cost of food and commoditih. The State· 
1ncnt for~hadcnvs a eurtailmf~nt in eonnectlon 
with the· public \YOrks polic.'·. In my judg· 
ment, that iB one of the rnost distressing 
sig-n~ of the present tllOtnE'llt. To think that. 
when den:lo~,.>rnent is lll'l'ded. v- P should 
curtail our public -yvorks expansion, it shoiYS. 
quire well that tho Treasurer is losing faith 
in tlw 1wccssity for expansion in this ;:;tah'. 
If tho Treasurer confines his attention to 
such directions as are unprofitable and 
blindly shuts his eyes to those channel~ which 
would be profttablc,. then he cannot expect an): 
·change from the position as wo find it in 
Queensland to·day. What is wanted in 
Queensland to·day is a sound, bold policy, 
and not spend all the money on railways 
and State enterprises. That is what has been 
·crippling Queensland. ·what is wanted in 
{Jueensland is to go in for a bold policy of 
road -construction, water con~erYntion, and 
in other directions which would lead to a 
settlement of our waste lands and a greater 
productiver1ess of the soiL If we went in 
for a policy of that kind, it would provide 
freights and fares for our railways and help 
them to becon:o paying propositions. Instead 
of then1 absorbing revenue, th0~· wonld 
become revenue producing, I hope the 
<Government will look for proper methods of 
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P~:pansion. :nd look in the directions I have 
named. If thcv put all tlwir efforts into 
oncration in thC dirertion of providing for 
cCnJsrn-ation of \Yater, and building main 
roads, d1PY \Yill go a long \~ ay to\vards 
n1aking the railwayB pay, while, at the samo 
time, thev will provide bett~r facilities for 
tlw prim~ry producers. That is one of the 
g-reat cornplaints. of the man on the land 
ro·cla .,-, 1'hc Government should concentrate 
their~ attention on certain spccif1ed arc~as and 
concentrate tho population there and give 
tlwm tho facilities they want. The result 
wuulcl be that the railwa\s would benefit and 
other channels of revem;e would benefit. It 
j, far better to concentrate on areas where 
there is a possibility of making them rovonuo 
jJrodncing, instead of building hundreds of 
miles. of u.selcss railwa:;., in all parts of 
Quc0ns!.and and maintaining an expensin~ 
Rova1 f'onnni:~.':ion ·w·anderin.g over the farP 
of 'Queensland taking cvidPncp in the matter 
of railways which are not likely to be needed 
fo•· the next fifty years to come. I am glad 
tel sec that caution is being exercised in 
cnnnoction \\·ith dw proposed State iron and 
:-ted works I am giving the Government 
crt~dit for taking <::autiou. as I presume they 
are carpfully studying the position. It is a 
conifort to SPe J.hat ih~ Government arc 
bcJinning to acquire that business acumen 
;< nd ccn~(\n·atis1n \vhjch causes them to look 
lJefnrP thc.Y 1eap, and that is sow~ething \Vhich 
th hayc nut rknw in the past. It js con-

to sc·e that the Prl'micr. lwforc• 
::.·,•tting ont on that industry, is inquiring into 
t.l1l' diffcl'ent site'S, and examining the possi
Lilitlcs of c1cposit before taking any furtlw~~ 
stop> in that direction. I would b 0 only 
too plcas.'d to >Yi)w off ali the cxncndirnre 
that has alreacl·· been incurred in connection 
11ith th propcoscd establishment of those 
IYurks and lot. it be a dead loss rather than 
~t!f' thc {;oyornrncnt opening up iron and 
:o.tcf'l \Yorks in a di~trict that is unsuitable, 
r~ nd thc•n fmd a Ftcrwards that it is going to 
lK· a furth<'l' "whito elephant" and a further 

on tht• l'P' um·ccs of Queens} 'nd. as many 
State Pntcrpri>cs arc at the present 

brne. 

·~\Ir. ~\loneAx: Like the \Varrn <;oalmine. 

!\h. ELPHI~STOXF. : I am sony that 
~1griculturC' is not going to receive that 
attPntion which, in rny judg-1ncnt, it sorely 
J'<'P'h \Yhe11 \\e agree Hwt tll<' wl10le of the 
futnrl' of Queensland dPpends upon the 
primnry producer. I am sorry that we arc 
not extending our Ag1·icultural Devartment 
iu HJch a way that it will givo tho primary 
1\rocluccr the necessary scientific knovdedgn 
11nd instruction that ho needs. Instead of 
t1u:t, "\YC' c0n~c fon.Yard, year after year, 'V':-it1, 
a :--tariona ry Yote, on d. do nothing to1Yard 
assisting th~0 prjmar:v producer. In aJl th 1 

orher countries of the '"-rorldl the primar;; 
producer is helped in every possible way, 
and we should do the same. \Yith rogara 
to the sugar industry I sec that tho Treasurer 
rd1·rs to the fact that he is making attPmpts 
to han? the price of sugar increased. I a1n 
not going to dc>al with that phase of tho 
quc,·tion. 'l'he 'Trrasurer makes no rnention 
i:1 tho Statement of the great interruption 
YYhich has been caused to the sugar iYLdustry 
ln· ihc perpetual strikes >Yhich have taken 
nlace. He has n1ado no reference to the 
fact that tho producers of sugar have had 
their operations interfered with frorn time 
tu timo. contrary to the> awards of tho 
c\rbitration Court. The 'Treasurer has made 
no reference to the fires which take place 

111r. Elphinstone.] 
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in iho sugar fields, tho causes of w,hich aro 
\Yell kno\vn to all of us. The Treasurer has 
closed his eves to the fact that in North 
Queensland t'he Italians are gradually push
jug the A.. ustralian out. Accor·ding to the 
-statistics of the sugar industry, there arc no 
1et-'"" thtul 427 Italian grower:5 occupying 
20,500 acres of sugar la.nd, representing frmu 
16 to 18 cent of our suo'al'-oTowinO' 
are, in thf' .of Italian". Eve~·;.' yea~· 
it is incrPasing. 

The PREo!IEH: Arc not Italians good 
c_jtizt'DS? 

2\Ir. ELPHINSTONE: Undoubtedly. But 
the native Australian is look.ing ior cxpnn
sioll in the sugar industry here; but, O\Ying 
tv tho continual interference he ls rer:ciying 
at the hands of theso executiYos and coteries 
up i\orth, he is bcing· pushed out of it. He 
is interfered with by the gentlemen to whom 
tho Prremior appealed with tears in his eyes 
during tho election, and told them to b" good 
boy,. These are the men who arc dragging 
the sugar industry in the gutter. 

The PHE:I!IER: vVhat has that got to do 
with tho Italians? 

:VIr. ELPHIKSTONE: The Italians are 
absorbing the sug·ar industry from the pro
ductiYe point of view, and tho ordinary Aus
tmliun is being pushed out. Surely we do 
not \vant to soo tho sugar industry pass into 
the hands of the Italian altogether. If you 
do, then I do not. That is a system which 
the prcsi;nt Govr-rnrncnt is largely re~ponsiblc 
for. The Premier talks in a. highminded 
\HL~~ abont his interest in the sugar-grower 
and his interest ahont g·c>tting an increased 
price for sugar; Lut give the grow·cr a cer
taini y of labour, let hirn know that his cane 
IYill be and IPt him know that when it is 
CLtt it be carried to the mills and that 
it -wlll be crushed thcro. If vou can assure 
the ~mgar-growcr of this, thCn he will be 
quito s;,tislied with the price he is getting 
at the present n1orrrcnt. R·rfcrence is rnade 

to the rnining industry, and hero 
[5.30 p.m.] again it is put down to the war. 

rrhr: wholf~ t1·~;nd of the Financial 
Statc•nent is that the cause of all thes€ 
things i~ f30ill('thing \Yhich is outside the 
control of us hero, that all the effects that 
Qucen61and is suffering fr()lTI to-day you haYe 
nothing to do with. and that there is no 
blame on vou. You know ven- well that the 
rnining ir~dustry has been ~curtailed and 
stopped largely owing to the perpetual inter
ruptions hhich they have ,nffered from the 
industrial unions. l\1anv of the n1incs in the 
Cloncurry district would have been running 
right through were it not for the uncertainty 
c,f rcaeo,abh Iaham' cmditions and supplies. 
It is hncauso those same gentlmnen who are 
your dictator,< arc the dictators of most of 
the nnioni-,ts. in the North, and they have 
tab•n hold of the copper industry, that the 
copper industr~- of Aushalia is m the 
position in which we find it to-day. 

The PREMIER: No. 

Mr. ELPHI:'>JSTONE: Of course vou will 
say " K o" ; you are bound to say it, but I 
say " Yes." vVe find it set forth in the State
ment that the State <onterprises have been a 
magnificent profit, hut we also find that the 
only two profitable ventures in the State 
enterprifc, are butchers' shops and the State 
stations. Any profit on the stations at the 
prl:::'scnt n1orncnt is. an 1Jlusory one, and I atn 
quit.p satisfied that when there is a real stock
taking on our stations the position will be 
far from the promising one disclosed by the 
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Financial Statement. Further, if• those· 
stations had supplied the State butchers' 
ehovs ''ith meat at 3d. aud 3~d. per lb., 
the san1c as the primary producers have been 
made to do, instead of the Government scll
in(r their tneat at 4~d., and proving them
sc]~~es profitel~rs, our position with regar.d to 
State stations would have been very different. 
But the prirnarv producer is the man who. 
has to su.l)ply nH2at at unp.ayab1o priees, while 
t,hc Go,-r-nnnont take advantage of the· 
highf'r prices pn•vailing to ntakc tlleir State 
qations look profltablc, as appears on the 
Statement. On the butchers' shops there is
said to be a profit of £95.000. Who would 
not make a proflt on butchers' shop' when 
vou can con11nandeer stock at prioes J.t '\vhich 
~1o other n1an call g-et it, when ~'OU pay no 
rates and taxes, and give no dehvery? I should: 
be ashatncd to clairn profit und€~1' tho·~o con
ditions. And what rcfererwe was made to the 
£20.000 stolen hom the Commonwealth 
Goyernment for cold storage which cost this
Government nothing? Thoso things are 
pass<•d over, glossed over, and when we get 
a. full statement it will put a very different 
complexion on things. At the conclusion of 
this wonderful treatise on finance the 
Trcasurl'l' states~ 

,. It is considered to be an axiom of 
g-ood goYCl'llDH~nt that a genuine atte1n1;t 
should be made. to finance the year s 
operation~ out of tho year's revenue, and 
thus cn·oid eo far as practicable the pass
in" on to the future of the obligations 
ot'thc present." 

HaYc you alwavs followed that axiom? Have 
not v.;u passed.. on to the future already one 
of the deficits? Have you not issued Trea
sun bills to the tune of £250,000 '? I also 
wish to rd0r to what was the Treasurer's 
opi11ion of finance fiye yB~rs ag?, a:r:d co~
pare it word for word 'nth th1s Fm;;nmal 
Statement. It shows what a very different 
being thee Treasurer to-day is from the hon. 
nwmber fm Chillagoe five years ago. Ho 
talks about financi'ng home affairs. If the 
Treasurer conducted his home finances in the 
~,,nn1c v.·~v rrs he has -conducted th8 Rtate 
fmances. ·he would be on the way to insol
~· ...........,T. u,.., D<:>"<TD "T.f ~ n•an >=>al·n;;;: .P,?l fl. VVt\ek 

~~d~~~Pe~d~ £4 "~ vv~~l~u' ~i~ he~!l~t- o~-the way 
to insolvencv •" He seems to thmk that what 
applies to the ordinary ~readwir;ner does not 
appl_v to the State, Th1s taxatiOn which he 
is 11iling upon the taxpayers com0s back on. 
to the br0adwinner whose mtercsts he pre
tends to protect. One of the main reasons 
for tho higher cost of living a_nd for uncn:
ployment to-day is because this taxatiOn IS· 

bPing passerl on to tho Ina I~ 1n the street.; and 
those men who have-or d1d have-conhdcnce 
in you to put, you -whore you .an~ are v...uffe~~
ing. to-day from this taxatiOn, a;>d this, 
£590.000 ,,-hich is going to Joe further Imposed 
iii still going to be paid by the m•_m_ m the 
street and increase the cost of the hvmg ~nd 
aggravate thE~ une1~1ployn1ent . ..:-'lnother ax1om 
of the Treasurer's Js

" If a man borrows £5 and pays back 
£7 to the moncv-lcndcr in interest, and' 
still owes £8 f~r the original £5 bor
rowed, he is a fool." 

Tlw Treasurer has castigated himeclf a fool. 
bPcause the verv axio1n ,~-hlch he is layi_ng 
do1n1 there as b~eing foolish is the ouc whwh 
is standing paran1ount 1n th1s F1nane1al 
Statement. Further on he says

•· \Ynuld you be surprised to know that 
the' deficits of Liberal Government smce, 
Queensland was made a separate colony
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that is, from 1859 to 1914-have amounted 
to £4.219,708; and that tho much-talked
of surpluses have only amounted to 
£2.600.243' Of thi~ surplus the ::\1m·gan
L:lbDur Go\-( l'fllfH'llt -wa;:;; res1Jonsiblc for 
onP hal f. That moans a total deficit of 
£1.618.86c." 

Al'(' the people of QLICI'n~land surprjsed to 
kmnv llO\\" that the deficit for the Labour 
Gm·crnment in five years is £835,000, as com· 
pared with fifty-five years' deficit of £1,618,000 
of late Liberal Governments. These· are 
remarks "·hich come home to roost, which 
have their boomerang effect which no doubt 
the Treasurer is feeling to-day. Again. he 
says

"lt is an eminently fair and just statc
uu•nt to rnakf> that thP r0~ult is due 
entirdv to \YHnton rccklef-l~ll('-.:s of th ~ 
Lihera'! Covcrnrnent. '' 

Good gra.cious ! If one wanted to coin a 
)Jhra 'e peculiarlv applicable to the Treasurer 
<UJd h:s bunch a;.. the present mornont, could 
~\ ~Hl ftnd one n10l'C suitable? 

The l'm:.IIIEll: \Ylwre is tho extravagance? 

:VIr. ELP1liNSTOl\E: \Y e wi il show you 
a little later on, even to a greater extent 
than \H' have. and that is tlw most deplora.ble 
and hopPle~.~ position we find oun ,-..]ves in 
to-da,--tl1at the man who should know where 
tho e~tra,~agance is. who is the one to correct 
ii·. the mall at the helm of Queensland 
fin?.ncf''-' to-clav. cloes not kno\v \vhcrP the 
<'xtray;:urancP 'tr.. Ffe ::;;hows his total ineffi
f'iene".- and inaLilitv tG hold the rrins of the 
Qnc.,·n·land Govern-ment. "\Ve arc spending 
£2.000.000 to £3.000.000 more now than three; 
or fDur vc'ar.-; ago hut \YhPrf' is it going? I 
do not know." That is his cry. 

The PRE~IIER: The tablPs arc there. 

:VIr. ELPHI="JSTO::\E: Y<'s. you put it 
do\Yn to so1r1ler, drought:::, v.-ar, and every
thing clsr• that cannot answer you back. 

;\lr. \YHITFOHD: ThP Darra. Cement Com
pany thought that about you. (Government 
laughtc)'.) 

:VIr. ELPIIINSTONE: He goes on to say 
that ·· ThP workPr is the person \vho suffers; 
the producer is the person who pays." That 
is wh:., the cost of living is what it is at tho 
present monwnt, and that is why you aro 
golng to be pitched out "nerk a11d crop" as 
soon as the electors ha YC the opportunity of 
Yoieing their opinionb. 

JVll-. POLLOCK: Remember what von .said on 
the Federal t'lcction. " 

J\Ir. ELPHIKSTONE: Yes. and was it 
not true'? Tho Treasurer reverts to his old 
platitudtco \Yhen he says

" I am com·inccd that anv further 
cuttine do\Yn of the Estimates would 
rc~Hlt ·in starving the departments or in 
hampering their natural and beneficial 
expa.nsion, or, alternatiycJy, \Yould result 
in rPtrcnehment of the ofliccrs of tho 
public eenicc, or lead to a regrettable 
diminution of those hurnanc, educational, 
a ncl charitable State actiYitie-; which it 
is thP duty of eYery conununity to sup
port." 

Tho one anchorage which the Treasurer has 
when hP is tangled rcgurding his "xtrava
gancc ]::;;, " Do you expect rne to starve the 
vvidows and orphans'? " In this case he puts 
it in diff•,rent language. There i' :aot one 

on this side who "·ar:.ts to sec rotronchn1cnt 
in any shape or form. \Vhat we \nmt to see 
is rfficiencv, and, as the bon. n1embf'r fo1$ 
Bulimba said. one In<Hl doi_ug one 111an> 
job inst0ad of b\·o tnc_n ~o1n!? . one t.nan·:5 
job, and the con:.. .'qncnba.l InefhcH~ncy Intro
duced. \Ye do not want to sec retrenchment. 
That i-. the OIH~ parrot cry of hon. 1l1L~n1ber5 
opposite. It \VDS the profiteer until the 
Federal election showed them thc•t'<; \\"as 
nothing in it, and now. tl~cir arguuwnt _I~ 
n'tl't'Hchrnt'nt. _.._\_s tlw dect1ons approach lll 

(''-UC'Pll::O:Jand tllP p0opJe are goin:: to bQ told 
tf1nt oJ:Icc the 1'\ational party ·:;< t into power 
thPy arc going to Lc rrtrcnched and wa.ges 
arc going to be rcdw...-.~d. h:1t \YC f:ave not 
the s1ight~_:'-t intention o_f rct~·euch1ng nn;.r 
1nan \Vorthy of and 0arn11]g;_ h1s salar.v, but 
when it corncs to 1ncn floochng dcpar~rncnts. 
tn the extent of creating financial pamc and 
chaos as exists in the Railway Department to
dav then WP <lre certainly goiug to usc tho 
pr~;1iug kni~e_. That is not f~l~ng to ac,ct:ntu: 
ate tlr• po~1hon, because. \Y1tn the bhSincs~ 
principles we would introduce natural expan
sion would take the place of State . enter
prise~, coniidrnce \Yotdd be restored; w1th the 
result that there would be dPmand for 
en1ployees and n1cn such as do<•:-:; not ex1st a.t 
the present ti:mn. There would ?e a .ncvv: 
outlet for tho uncrnplO\·ed, and mstcad of 
attempting to create palliatives in the way o. 
taxing employers to keep me-n who are 
unemployed sl!ch as is . proposed by ~he 
Unemployed \Vorkers' Btl!, we are gomg 
to stamp out the unemployed menace 
bv natural expansion. The State• has won
derful resources; it is only occupwd by 
a handful of pPoplf') and it .c~ul )HO\THlc th_o 
world with endless commochtws. Our l:m_sl
ncs·, -..vill he to see that thL'St~ c0_1ll11Cdl~H~S 
are n1arkrted, 11ot b:Y the Statf'-\YC arc going 
to see that the State !Jerformcc ih natural 
functions and protect the prodncPr. and not 
interfere with him. Thai is what " going 
to h :.ppen \Yben the N ationn 1 pa.rty gr•t.s Into 
powf'r, so let ns kill once and for all the· 
parrot cry of retrenchment. \Ylurh I kno"~· Is 
(roing to cou1e from hon. ni·einber:-; oppostto 
~ow that the profiteer is dead. \\"e stand 
for natural expan~ion. not retrenrhn1ent. In 
another paragraph, on page 25: the Treasurer 
says~ 

" '' Quecndand Js pa''Sing through a. 
p0ri·od of flllnncial stress and difiieult~· 
which is the inm·itablo aftermath of 
war.'" 

I say, without. fear of contradiction, that 
Queensland has been better off for the war. 
excepting in regard to the loss. of lifo an;l 
maiming of men; but commercmlly. fmanCI
ally, and every other way, Q.uecnsland has 
been bettor off. The r,abour Ciovernment 
has been a far greater menace to Queens-. 
land and its development than the war. and 
this cannot be contradicted, because we have 
benefited in every direction by the war, 
except in the matter of loss of life and the 
maiming of men, which i~ the mr;st terrible 
adjunct of war. All posstble palhattvcs are· 
proposed under this Financial St.atcn_lCnt. 
The whole of the Government\; pohcy lS to 
reduce rents of houses, when there are !lot 
enough houses to go ro~md, and taxmg
cmplovcrs, instead of crcatmg a natural out
l<'t for employment. Further than th_at, 
the whoTe system has hecn one of g\os~mg 
over w.hat is one huge blunder, that 1', tho 
discouragement of private enterprise, the 
discouragement of overything which means. 
the drawing out of that which is htgh and' 
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good in man. and the appealing to all that 
is low and common in him, saying that thew 
1s no ne('d to work, that his en1ployer is an 
enemy, that capital is a thing which should 
not ·r'Cist at all, that the State is going to be 
father and mother and everything else. The 
system of t.hc Labour Government and the 
body which is controlling them are going to 
be the death knell of Queensland if something 
speedy and drastic docs not happen, and one 
Df the ver0• departments which are going to 
lead to it is the dopartment which my friend 
the hon. member for Paddington controls 

:to-day. 

Mr. \YHITFORD: More abuse of the railway 
;.men! 

Mr. ELPHIKSTONE: It is not. I have 
not said anything in abuse of tho railway 
men. I have said everything in abuse of the 
system and the political control which ha' 
'brought it about, and I have Baid a good deal 
·Dondemnatory-I am glad the hon. member 
for Mount ::Horgan is here-of the Bystem 
which keeps a Royal Commission wandering 
about tho face of tho countrv looking for 
railways 'wc do not want. (Interjections.) 
Ewry palliative is proposed for this con
dition of things except work. (Renewod 
interj actions.) 

lVIr. COLLIXS: You never did a useful day's 
work in your life. 

Several other 1\1niBERS interjecting. 

Tho TK\IPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
I must ask hon. members on my right to 
allow the hon. member for Oxley to con
tinuo his speech without interruption. 

Mr. ELPHINSTO!\E: Thank you, Mr. 
Smith. 1 -.·:as ,,-ondering; 11·hc·re tho Queens
land Zoolog·ical Gardens wore·. I have 
found ont now. Every palliative, I say. has 
bonn proposed to meet tho situt1tion except the 
palliatin> of work. A~ the Premier of 
France Baid after signi11g the 1wace treaty, 
there is onl'"- one ,,~a~·l to n1cct the situation, 
and that is' by work~ng. not by going slow, 
not b~, ('Utting down production, not by the 
discouragPineut of 11rivatf~ e11tcrprise, not by 
the syst 111 that 1)revails at tho 11resent 
m-oment ~Jf discouraging every n1an \vho 
n-ants to a~si~t this country. 

Orro ·ITIOc-: ~1D1BEHS : Hear, hear ~ 

1\Ir. BEBBI:'\GTO::\' (JJraJJton): I think 
that very few o£ the mernberD present seem 
to rc,disc the position in which Qu<·oneland 
finds herself. Tho onlc- bright spot about 
the position is the success of the Federal 
election·. Had the result been othcrwi5e. 
tho Crt'dit of Queensland and the credit of 
Queonsliendcn \Yith their hank-. enabling 
thcn1 to dra'v for business purposes, "\You]d 
be Yory di1torcnt from ,,-hat it is to-day. 
'\Ve kno\Y that our banks have released money 
to some extcmt because they have faith in 
the party controlling the de tinic~ of Aus
tralia and feel that Que·ensland w11l not bo 
allowed to go too far. Another good thing. 
as the last speaker said, is the very fact 
that Queensland ha,, shown that she is tirNl 
of the present Government, that ehe ,,,·ill not 
tolerate it any longer than is necessary, and 
at tho very first oppodunitv will send them 
about their business. That· is another reason 
why Queensland's credit stands hig;her 
to-day; that is a reason why our farmers can 
draw some monov from the banks; that is a 
reason why everyone feels secure. The busi
ness man in his business, the farmer on his 
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farm-evervone feels secure because the Com
monwealth· elections have been won by the 
party 'vhom we have seen at the top of the 
polls. 

I am not going to deal so very much with 
the fina11cial questions that have been dealt 
with in a very able way by the late Trea
surer and the last speaker. One thing is 
certain-that we are neglecting every meane 
of paying our debts. \Ve are simply going 
the way of the waster and the bankrupt-we 
arc living on borrowed money. 

lV1r. CARTER: You have always been going 
that way-following your natural bent. 

1\fr. BEBBINGTON: Because it is easiec· 
to borrow money and spend the money in 
the citi<>s of Queensland; it is easier to 
bDrrow n1oncy than earn it. 

Mr. BnEc-:NAN : Goats? 

Mr. BEBBIKGTON: Tho hon. mem her 
t:dks about goats-he \'> ou]d be bought Ycry 
chr ap. very cheap indeed. 

The TE"-1PORARY CHAil-t:'·L'\.:'\: Crc[ec· ~ 
Order 1 

l\h. BEBBINGTON: \Ye haYe been SJwnd
ing rnoncy, losing borrowud n1oncy. and 
there is not the slightest incrmtive to earn it. 
or to produee w~alth. ·we haY•' a hig·h 
standard of living to maintain, and instead 
of producing the wealth from the soil and 
bv rnining and rnanufacturing our Au~tralian 
ra"\Y Jnatcrial into goods, \VC are sirnply 
borrowing rr:oney from anybody who will 
lend it and spending it, not on \":orks that 
arc going to. be rcproducti,·e.. not on worl~s 
that arn go1ng to pay us 1ntere~t. Tln:-3 
n1onev js going to be a burden on the people 
\vho \vill fol1o~v us, because a great portion 
of it is being s1wnt on rcli0f "\Vorks. Son1c 
of it ls abo being ~pent in mai11taining the 
pn'sent Governn1l..,nt in their pof:it ions, or 
rather in trying to do so. I would like to 
kuow what has been the cost of sending all 
thm c men on to the wcst.crn line, the cc>st 
of scndi.ng those hundreds of 111011 there and 
]caving thern thrre jnst long enough to 
enable tlwrn to get on the roll before the 
election. That railwa:: h<ls carrier{ the traffic 
for thirty years, hag heen ~u!Iicit'llt "\rhcn 
i-hL•ro were nwrP trajns-ncurly doub]c tbe 
numlwr of trains there arc to-day. There 
"\\as 110 need for rcgracliug. nor an::: IH'\Jd 

whatever for c·rup'oyiug thoco ruen on that, 
raih\'UY a1H:l vet tlJu\· are sent there inst 
long c;,;Jugh to' enable them to get on the "roll 
and perhaps carry the elcctJon agrun~t tho 
\rill of the people of tho 1\Iaranoa. 

Tlv~ Sr:CRi.;"r.\HY FOH HAIL'·~-AYS: An unqnali~ 
iied falsehood ! 

Mr. BEBBINGTO:'\: Tht1t is not 
n1anship, thnt is drjft. Let Inc say 
:·tands to the credit of the na\~Yie3 on that 
l;ne that thev hctYe shown that th0Y havo 
more hononr 'and honesty in them tlian the 
n1rm sitting on the benches across tho 
Chamber who sent them there. Thm· realised 
that thPy \Yore being sent up there 'us voting 
1nachine;:;, that there was. a price put upon 
them, that their Yates were to be bought. 
that thousands of pounds were to bo spent on 
getting their votes. Be it said to their honour 
that hundreds of them-or rather, I will not 
say hundreds. that many of tlwm-turned 
round and said, " We will not be bought liko 
sheep and cattle. vVe will not be ;;ent np 
here as voting machines, paid to HJt.o. \Vc 
aro going to act like men and vote as wo 
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pka.sc.' That is far more credit to the men 
\Yorking as navyics than to tho rrwn on thE' 
front bench who thought they could buy 
them hke chattels. It comes to this. that the 
GoY.ernn1.ent have to remain in power by 
paymg gangs of Yoters and keeping them 
for no other purpose than to move them 
from one electorate to the other so that thcv 
can control the electorates against tho will of 
th•, electors in them and override the will 
of tlw people, that they have to keep movable 
gang~. buyinff t~cm lik(_l cattle, like a donkey 
you can bu.'· m 1he• market, to vote and keep 
them in their positions. All honour to those 
ruen 1vho \York as navYics, far mora honour
able than the men who sit there as states
lnen ~ 

:\'ow \YC come to the question of the cost 
of li,·ing and the profiteering about which 
th0 Gonernment have made so mueh. Just. 
before the Federal elections thcv appointed 
a jndgc to consider the price of b'read. 'l'hcy 
.l'Cdnct•d the }>nc ~ of bread by beL per loaf, 
and that apparc ntly is all that they have 
done. undc•r the Act which thev took as their 
amhorit.<·. Immediately the F~deral elections 
\n>re oYer the~· put the price up again. \Vas 
that an electiOn moYc or not? Was it a 
pricP. for Yotes or was it not? lierc "\V8 
han' a judge appointed to administer an 
Act \Yhich. in the first place members 
opposite. said did not exist.. The~ I suppose 
the.'· gJYC then· mstruchons, because I 
~uppos". we know that the judges have 
Jnstrnctions no1'L 

The TE:\.lPORARY CHAIRMA:\ : Order ! 
Order! 

:\lr. COLLINS: I rise to a point of order. 
I' the hon. member in order in reflecting on 
rrw conduct of !' judge_. in saying that judges 
received thc1r Instructions? 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: The 
hon. mc·mber is quite out of order in reflect
lllf' on the conduct of any judge. 

:\[r. BEBBIXGT0:'\1: Then we can say 
judg-r•s temperamentally fitted, who do not 
need ordets. (Laughter.) 

:\Ir. BRE:\XAN: I rise to a point of 
order. I think that the hen. member should 
be nPde to withdraw. Is the hon. member 
in order in n1aking a reflection on our 
judiciary? 

Tho TK\IPORARY CHAIRMAK: There 
is no point of order. 

-. :\lr. BEBBI:\'GTO::\': Thank you, :Mr. 
:Smnh. The results of our courts to-dav fullv 
justif,- what I haYe caid. ' • 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
I haH' already called the attention of the 
.ho11. member ·to the fact that he is not 
permitted to criticise the action of a11v 
judge of the Queensland courts. I hope he 
wlll respect my ruling in this particular. 

:\Ir. BEBBI:'\GTQX _: I was not criticising 
a Jndf!;e. I was rnhc1smg tho results of it 
all. n nd I think we arc at liberty to do so. 
The late _PremJCr, when appointing one of 
then1, caJd that he was tcmpenmentallv 
fitted, and we have seen the restllt since anCl 
I simpl:.· said that he \\·as tomperameJ;tally 
fitted and dirl not need instructions. 
(Laughter.) Hero are some items which 
haYe been added to the cost of living. In 
1914 the income tax taken from. the people 
of QneeJF<land \vas £472.918. In 1918 the 
amount was £1.677.355, or £1,204.437 more 
than in 1914. We fully realise that all tho 

money taken from the people in taxation,. 
except what tho farmers pay, must be added 
to the cost of living. It does not matter 
whethC>r you put on a land tax or shire 
council rates-whatever you put on any 
business must be passed on. 

(Sitting suspenclerl frorn 6 to 7 p.m.) 

::Vh-. BEBBI:'\GTON : In 1914 the income 
tax amounted to £472,918, and in 1919 the 
Gove1·nment took from the few more people 
concerned £1,677,336, or an increase of 
£1.204,467. 

T:1c PRE1IIER: ;'\'ot from the· people, but 
from tho wealthy. 

Mr. BEBBII\GTON: Those arc the facts 
taken from the official returns. 

:\Ir. CoLLINS: Taken from a. few of the 
people. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I a.dmit that they 
took it from a few of the people-, and I 
admit the rccult of it. Tho same thing 
happened when this Government took pos
se ,,ion of the meat some time ago. By 
taking that £1,200,000 more than any othe•r 
Gon•rnmcnt from tho pockets of a. fow people, 
it re·.. trictcd the money that those people 
had to spend in giving employment. Wha.t 
is the· result? When a grazicr's credit is 
'hortcned at a bank-when the bank manager· 
tells him he will have to reduce his credit
he has to reduce his expenditure. He has, 
thc,·efore, to dismiss some of his employees, 
as he cannot employ men if he cannot pay 
them. That is why you will find Mr. Ryan's 
thousands tramping the dusty roads of 
vVestern Qcwensland asking for something to 
eat. That £1,204,000 ha.s been taken from 
the people whose credit .has been ruined. 
so that men have lost employment, and the 
peoplP have had less money to spend. 

With regard to the land tax, in 1914 the 
Denham Governme-nt took nothing from the 
people in land tax, but this year the Govern
ment has taken £578,000 in la.nd tax alone. 

:Ylr. COLLINS: From a few large landowners. 
Be fair. Tell the truth and shame the 
devil. 

:\Ir. BEBBINGTON: They took money 
from veople in the shape of land tax which 
should ha ,·e gone to find boots and clothing 
for their children. 

Tho PRE:'ciiER : Give us a few particulars. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I have not done with 
the hon. g~Cntleman ye-t, and I have a good 
deal further to go. (Government laughter.) 
In land tax alone tho Government took 
£578,253 from the people. 

:\11·. GUNN (CaTnarvon): I rise to a point 
of mder. Is tho hon. member in order in 
criticising tho Government? (Opposition 
laughter.) 

::VIr. BEBBINGTON: I suppose that has 
arisen through the sillv interjections which 
\vcrc madt~ before on a~point of order, vvhen 
I was criticising the· judges, and \vhcre it 
was held I was not in order in doing it. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: You are game to do 
an:vthing. 

Mr. BEBBI:'\JGTON: I am game to do 
anything which is right, but the hon. gentle
man is not. (GoYernment laughter.) In 
stamp duty alone, £295,470 \YUS taken from 
the people b1' the pre ·ent Government. 

ThE' SECRETARY FOR AGRICU!.j'URE: It was 
taken off the small ones and put on the big 
ones. 

Mr. Bebbington.}. 
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Mr. BEBBINGTON: Last year fhere was 
an increase of .£98,000 in the stamp duty. 
\Vii! any man say that, if the storeke-epers 
havo to put stamps on their bills, the amount 
will not be added to the cost of the goods? 
How could a merchant carry all these taxes? 
It is only fooling the people to think any
thing of the sort. All these taxes are added 
on to the cost of tho goods, and that has 
made tho present cost of living "'hat it is. 
Tho total amount which has been added to 
tho cost of living by tho present Government 
is £1.884,521. Can you wonde·r at the cost 
·of living going up? The Minister for Rail
.,·ays may smile about his railways, but the 
fitult to-da v is in the hon. 2:ontleman med
dling \Yith ·tho husincc:s and 'Inanagorncnt of 
the railways. That is why the railways are 
in the state they are• to-dav. There are men 
and women in the Railway Department who 
would pull tho department through if they 
were left alone. It is tho cursed political 
interfe·ronce that has brought the railways 
into tho position they are in to-day. If they 
were left alone they would pull through. 
Tho han. gentleman might then have a 
better smile on his face· than he has now. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You are 
very stupid. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : I will ask the han. 
gentleman if this is stupid: With regard to 
the railage on butter, his department has 
added 57 per cent. to the· cost of living. 

Han. J. G. APPEL: Shame! 

JYlr. BEBBINGTON: I will explain it. 
In the fitst place, the han. gentleman has 
added 12~ pol' cent. to tho carriage of cream, 
and they have adde·d 42 per cent. on the 
c:arriage of butter. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Tho first rise 
,PUt on for seYenteon years. 

:Ylr. BEBBINGTON: The first rise was 42 
per cent., and the second rise was 15 per 
cont. on dairy produce. If you take 42 per 
cent., 15 per cent., and 12~ per cent. on tho 
cream, that mukes altogether 57 per cont. 
which the Go,-ernment has put on one article 
of food alone, in connection with the railage 
charges on it. These are facts, and you 
cannot deny them. The Minister for Rail
\l·r1ys \vill not deny thern, because he kno,vs 
what I say is cm·n•ct. If you come down to 
profitPcring, I suppose there is no greater 
cDntbination than the one \vhich exists 
between the GoYcrnnwnt and the 1ncatworks. 
There neYh' was a greater combination to 
co:·w together to practically defraud the 
public. One of the conditions that the 
GoYf•rnn1ent got a certain an1ount of rncat 
from the meatworks was that the Go.-ornment 
agree to c·lose the border of Queensland. 
That was an unlawful act, and the Premier 
knows it. Tho Premi<er knows that the 
GoYerntnent ontcrod into an agreen1t:mt 'vith 
ii:ho mcatworks to clo··e the border and pre
vent thr cattle from going South. That 
forced all the <eattle through the meatworks 
so that thP,e people could get their nrofits 
out of the meat, and, therefore, they allowed 
the Governn1ent certain concessions. 

Mr. PAYNE: It was not unlawful. What 
about the Mooraberrie case? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The Mooraborrie 
·eas<:; was the result of it. We know that a 
Goyernmont can make laws under which they 
<C-an seize a Inan's hat or boots or anything 
"-'!so. 

:VIr. KIRWA~: Thev cannot seize your intel
Jigcnee, because you~ have not got any. 

[ M 1'. Bebb1:ngton. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: We know that the 
Government put three Acts on the statute
book which allowed them to seize pri,-ate 
people's property. It might be lawful to do 
it, but it is not just or reasonable. It was 
an Act of Parliament that allowed the 
GoYornment to seize the vvjdow wo1nan's 
cattle. (Laughter.) Some han. members 
opposite got £3,000 or £4,000 out of that 
case. 

GOVERNMEXT ME,IBERS: Oh t Oh t 
Mr. BEBBINGTON: Di·d not some of the 

lawyers on your side get money out of that 
ca:.e? Is not that correct? Tho socialist 
lawyers got something out of the seizures of 
the cattle and they cannot deny it. There 
nnver \Yas a greater cornbine than the one 
which existed between the Government and 
tho meatworks to seize the people's property 
and defraud the producers in m··ery way. 
Look at the profiteering that goes on in the 
State butchers' shops. \Ve know that they 
chc1 rge the consnrnor 100 per oent. on the 
cost of the meat. Is not that profiteering? 
·when the meat goes into the State butchers' 
shops it costs 100 per oont. to distribut.e it, 
although there is no deliycry of meat to the 
p-cople's homes. The GoYernmcnt buvs the 
meat at 3d. and sells it at 6d. a lb., which is 
100 per cent. profit. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: You 
don't know what you arc talking about. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I do know what I 
an1 taJking about, and I do know I am 
stating facts. I know that certain foreigners 
who arc friPnds of tho Go,-crnrn<?·nt take their 
motor-cars to the State butchers' shops in 
the early morning and g t all the choice 
joints, and when tho poor housewife comes 
along afterwards for her meat she has to 
take what she can get. (Go,·ernment laugh
ter.) That is quito true. These friends of 
the Government go down in their motor-ears 
and get as much as 900 lb. of meat at a 
time.~ These are the friends of the Govern
ment and they keep cheap hoarding·-houses 
and cheap restaurants. I do not think that 
is fair at all. So far as the railways are 
eoncernod, we know quito well th1.t the losses 
on the raihvavs are caused througoh the 
political controf and political interference. 
T haYc eYel'Y confidence in tho railway men. 
\Vo haYe as good m<en in the Railway 
Department as you can got anywhere. 

:Mr. BRENNAN: You arc smoodging. 

Mr. BEBBI::\'GTON: I am not smoodging. 
I said some men in tho Hailway Department. 
I do not refer to the reJ rag friends of 
the hon. gentleman, tho men who \Yalk about 
the streds and refuse to work, and ·do as 
thov like. )Io one has anv colJtrol over men 
of that sort. These men do just as they like. 
and thev are the cause of the ruin of our 
1'ailways' to-da:y. rrhc average eal~nings on 
the railways ar·o so small that it means that 
these men c~arn only £17 lOs. a year. The 
taxpayer has to make up tho balance whwh 
the railways cost to run. It is all owing to 
political interference. The Minister for Rail
ways knows perfectly well that it was through 
him that £30,000 was lost in Northern 
Queensland. It was owing to his mismanage
nwnt. At one time the meatworks used to 
buy thPir stock on tho station, but now they 
will not buy on the station because there jg 
no security of delivery. The raihray men do 
just as they like, and either take the cattle 
or leave them, so the meatworks will not 
huv on the station at the present time. They 
buy for delivery at the meatworks, and if 
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tho cattle cannot be delivered at the meat
works then tho producers lose bv it. There 
were a lot of cattle deliv-ered at" Townsville 
'They wore fat cattle when thev wer~ 
delivered. but they became stores ,;:nd had 
to be sent ba<'k. On that occasion there was 
£30.000 of private citizens money lost owing 
to the mterference of the hon. gentleman. 
At. one time the hon. member for North 
Bnsbanc san] that he could bavo a large 
a1nount of money in running tho railways. 

am sure that hon. gentleman would not 
allow fat cattle to be turned out and become 
sto_res, and ho \rould not allow private 
;,rtizens to lo~e £30,000 just because the 
uovornmont farled to govern. 

Our financial position is on the wrong side 
?f the lodger. Before that Government ~<mw 
1nto po\YCl' \YO had men coming from the 
other States to produce wealth-men '"ho 
took up our land and brourrht £10 000 or· 
£1~,000 wir:h them,_ which "they ol;ent in 
maKing ancl ImproYing ~omes. To-day, the 
Dnl~ 1non you have connng here---...{l.ccording 
to the Treasurer's statement himself, if he is 
reported cor-rectl::--you have tho I.\V.\V. 
r:ren and O.B.U. men coming here merely to 
hve on the Government, and, as the Trea
surer . smd. the:'-' were brought here froln 
A:me!'lca and other States, <tnd took posses
Sion of the un1ons, stoppinO' all our 1neans 
-of production, while the pr;ducors--thc men 
who have produced wealth-arc o-ettino· out 
of it, and going 'Nhcro t:hey are sa£~. ~\.n°other 
~·en son ;,vhy \VC ar~ not producing more ;,vealth 
Is becawse there IS a Government in povver 
rl_c-dged to destroy the wealth-producers. 
Why should a man produce wealth when 
the Go~Ternrnent are taking every opportunity 
of placu1g on the titatute-book rneasures to 
seize the citizens' property. I wonder that 
Dur financial position is not worse than it is 
to-day. 

Now we come to the man on the land. It 
is a misfortune for Queensland t:hat the 
Labour people sent such a class of men to 
leg1 "late as arc in this I-Iouse~n1en \Yho 
know nothing whatever about production. 
The man on the land has certainlv had no 
encouragc'mPnt. " 

A GOVERK~IENT ME:IIBER: Owing to tho 
.drought. 

:Yir. BEBBINGTO:'\: We have fought 
many droughts, and would possiblv o-et 
through this if we hnl(1 somo cncoui'ai;l~n1Znt 
to-da:'-r ~ but \\'e are suffering frorn lav s 1nado 
by the caucus in the Trades Hall-men who 
will not go on the land thomseh-es, men who 
cannot produce, and who know absolutely 
nothmg alrout production; still these laws 
are being forced on the statute-book. Thrc 
party opposite have no will of their ow11: 
th:y are controlled by the wires outside, and 
~hrs rs what has brought abont the position 
m Queensland to-day, so ·far as land laws are 
concerned. vVe are sufferino- from land laws 
made by men who will not go on the land 
themselves, but want to make conditions 
which other people cannot live under. 

Several GovERNMENT ME:>IBERS interrupting, 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
Order! 

Mr. BEBBINGTO::'-J: Just to o·ive vou an 
idea. The State's officers think £4 t; £6 a 
square mile a fair rental to O'et for a-razing 
land. The best grazinrr land" in Que~nsland 
to-day is rented at fro~ about £4 to £6 a 
,,quare mile. Tho ,same party that says that 

£4 a square mile is a fair rental on land 
have imposed a land tax of £32 a mile on 
the freeholder. How do you think men are 
going to remain on the land under those con
ditions? There can only bo one intention. 
and that is to hunt the man off the land. It 
is just as bad to go and take a man's homo 
from him, to impose a tax on his home 
which pmctically takes it from him, as it 
would be to take the monov awav from lns 
account in the Savings Bank.' I know they will 
stop at one just as r;nuch as tho other. When 
the time carries, and the laws they havG 
placed on the statute-book to give them 
power to take the private citizen's property, 
when they 'have got sufficient power-but 
thev never will, because they will very soon 
get' less, they will be like Ryan's thousand
tramping the· dust:-· roads of Que~nsland: 
but when they passed that law theu mton
tion was when the.v got sufficient power to 
close in on the banks. and on the land, and 
pyerything- c1~P, and turn evcr:vthing oyer to 
the Sture: suPh as they did in Hungary; but 
their dreams will not be realised. So far as 
taxi nu· tllP land is concerned, you might just 
as w0"11 tax n ;,yorkn1an's tools which he has 
to earn his living with. The fa.rrner's land is 
his lttcans of living. and yet this part~ tax~s 
it. The professional man who is earnmg hrs 
£3 000 or £4,000 is not taxed. He can buy an 
ell~tment np to £300 and build a home on it 
worth £2.000 or £3.000, and !he pays no land 
tax. The way thi~, GDYernmcnt is going on 
at tho present time will lead to bankruptcy. 
If vou are o·oing to live above your 1neans. 
\Vh~ch vou 

0 

Ure ·doing now, vou wiJl find 
before 'nrv long th,;:t your credit will he 
gone. Th0 Government. have robb~~d the 
farmr·r of his Predit. and the State wrll very 
soon he robbed of theirs if they keep on as 
they are going. 

TlJP han. member for Oxley has explained 
whv it was that the recent loan was floated. 
It ;vas not floated because of the actions of 
members on that side of the House who w1ll 
sell their couutrv. and did sell their countrv 
at the P0rth Covnfr:•rc'nce, but brrause of the 
actions of the :::ol dicrs ·who \Y{~nt to tho ''';:~_r 
and fought for QuC'cnsland and shed then 

bloor! in defence d tho bhcrtl<'S 
[7.30 p.m.] of the Jl<"·Jpk. It was on their 

account that the loan was floated, 
and not ou ac('onnt of th(~ policy pursu0d by 
member., on the Government side of tho 
!louse. T'o-da v no onf' will :3pond rnoney 
iu Quernsland,v but .do-,\'11 _S?uth there arP 
flr1ns \Yho are spcnchng rnlll101l':-i of pound-; 
to incr,_~,~s~ the yaJue of their businesses. 
Thos<' people can sjrend £1.000,000 in Vic
toria or in son1c other State, a:rrd th.c:'-r can 
bnY onr rhtin· producc there. give double 
th8 price for "it that the dair~'tnan cal?- get 
for their produce here. and th:n send rt up 
to Queen' land, br•ranse tlH're 1s no secunty 
in Queensland which would _induce anyono 
to spend £1.00°,000 on factorres. I proposo 
now to show the Committee the difference 
between the conditions in town life and the 
conditions in countrv life. and for that pur
pose I sha1l read a·n article which explains 
the matter in the proper light. I know that 
members on that side of the House know 
nothing about this matter, and it is for 
their information that I propose to read the 
article. The writer says

" There are worse things even than 
broken financPs; there are broken hearts, 
hrok0n 1ivrs) broken ho1nes." 

Bnt, .: broken hearts, broken lives, broken 

Mr. BeUbington.] 
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hon1,;s" rrre nothir1g to hon. rrwn1bers 
oppo!3ite, bPcan~c they had a hand in ruining 
those horncs. The wrib_r goc.~ 011 to ~<ty

"' 'fhis) the11, is th·, ~torv of thE' :3uw;1 
1nan on the drought-,trickf~u Janel. And 
let it Lw understood at onco that for 
every ·big man' on the lalld there an~ 
scores of srnall The · big nntn · 
suff<'l':,, of hi~ lo<:''3('~ arC' ~ 
national los..;; they nu:an 
\Vool a.nd nwut for the StCJ:tP: but it 
the' small nutn's lot that in a drought. 
is poignaut; it is hi~ that i.s the gn~atest 
vcrsonal tragedy. 

"The srr1aU 1nan is up at daylight 
..salking about and working und worry
ing. rrhcre <::!_.1'(' the ( JWS ~to fe~._~d fJr:-st. 
Some ~f,.t_l_Icn1, ar,c.,3o ll~or that th(:~- haYL' 
to be llftt'(l. t~naff nags or corn.sacks 
<.~rc• put uuder thmn, and thc·y stood 
{Jn their feet ..-.:lowly dying. In \Ya\' 

the cow will be kept aliY(' fol' a fc\\' 
daye::. longE'l', or, perhaps. a \\·l'ek, and iu 
that time the lifc-giYing rain mig-ht 
co1uc. Hand-fePding- (~a.nnot ::.ay~ the 
cows once they [!8t so lmY. but the iiftiug 
and the f0cding extend the fighting
chance, and 'o tt i' taken. The small 
lTI<Hl rnust ~av( cvcrv bc•ast he can. fDr 
one cow rncanf< n1o,re to hln1 than a 
hundred head to the big man.'" 

I have not time to read the \\hole of the 
article, but I think I ought to quote the 
fo!Jo,;ing:

" The children go off to school, afte1· 
having helped about the place. sad and 
sl.ow. rrhe drought to thcn1, too, is real, 
and they alrno't forget ho,, to be happy 
w1th the abandon of vouth. There is 
drought work before school for tlwm to 

do, therf' is drought "\York after sehool; 
afld. there is!l't any tin1c for ganu,:S. 
'I hen· lmwh 1s bread and treacle. per
haps; the treacle has long sincf' soakrd 
tho bread right through and is dn-. Or 
maybe there is onlv drv bread to-day. 
Some childrPn, p<)Ssibl y of the tO\Yll are 
n1orc fortunate. and h'ayc cake or' jan1 
tarts, which thev share with the others. 
The bush kiddie's knO\\' ho\\· to be kind. 
and thcv share what the\· haYc in thP 
dark days of drought. ' 

" Sn1all farmf•rs a.nd settlcrs~~tork
owners and whPatgrowcrs·-are failinQ." 
all over the country to-day rhrouo·h no 
fau1t of their own.· Thev' haYc f~uo·ht 
t.hc good fight to the Li>t ditch. tl,c,
havo kept on gojng sixtL~Pn hou1.3 a da,:. 
they hai;c never said die, ancl their wivC·:;.; 
{tlld childrc11 have stood bv thl'ln and 
douc their bit. :But the· clrouo·ht 1s 
1n·oving too ruurh for tht;n1. arHl tlH'~T 
arP gomg down and out. Out un to th.c 
road.s lookiug for \YOl'k, i11to t he• snudl 
to\vn~. into thP citie'3. And once tht...•V 
~11:? ch·iv('n off the land by drought the~
\Vltl never go hack to it.'' 

I--Ion. nu-•mb0rs opposite cannot rPa1ise that 
those arc th(~ (•onditions ·which lH't'Y<Jil in thr· 
country, nnd the~.~ roll·('Ct ta-:'\:~:3 fron1 iancl 
which gro,vs 11othing; they send thei I' t~l':: 
gatherer to drought-striekc·n fan11s in ordl'l' 
to eullcct their taxc~·. Thf.l rnl(-: of thi::; 
1-IousP clo nut pc1·n1it rnc to sav \Yhat I think 
tho.«c gC'ntlc~lH·n arr>, hnt thev 'ar'" not <llHrel"'. 
A GDY8l'llnH'nt \Yho v.-il1 tak~ the last penny 
frorn a !Yl(lll \Yho is enltivatinG' land or ha's 
cultivated l:"nJ that grov.:s nothing drscrvf'~ to 
ga out. and the taxpaYer, will scr: that the,
·Ci.o go out at the very ~.3.r~t opportunity. LJt 

[Mr. Bebbington. 

11H' YlO\Y shO"\V VOU hO\V iJ.ifffTCnt are the COD 
tlitions in cit~ lif(·. The~ men f'itting ov<~l'' 

1la \'e tak• n frorn ihP Ill('ll on the laJHl 
1ittle bit of produce did produce. 

uncl hnvP given that produce the class of 
JWople that I >ern going to read abunt now. 
and I ask you, can you wonder that I shoLJld 
say that the actions of hon. n1en1bcrs opposite 
n1ake thi:;; 9han1hcr n1oro like a dog fight 
_han auytlung else? Bnt what can you 
t'xpcrt fron1 n1vn who do not understand ·tho 
conditions of c-nuntrv lifo: Here is a l-etter 
\YlJich ~hm1·s the conditions that arc to be 
found in city life

;. Theru was a record .aJtendauc -~ at 
Asc-ot on SaturdaY. lt \Yas a dav of 
da ,. ::, when cvPrv '~Tornan was deterni'ined 
to 'outdo eyon ht~r ov;n highc"t traditions. 
::\o ont- ran P.ay that \YOtnE'n. especially 
qnC'CJI:-.lrlnd won1on, do not rise to the 
occasion. Kever was there a more costlv 

as that on the lawn. The dres~
n1ust have run into sornc thou'-and-5:. 

pounds, for with tho ineYita ble few 
freaks, thf' women drHsed rich! v and in 
good taste. Transparency ancf shadow 
\YI?re. of course, on y}evv, but not to any 
great cxtr'nt. The hats W('re rca1ly weird 
and \Youdcrful, a fP\\' that shrieked for 
lJOticc wen' worthy of a mu:-:oun1. They 
\Yerc tho latest thing in vegetable decm·a
tion. ~..\_ running \\TPath of crisn green 
parslPy punctuated \vith waxPn beet." 

That is_ what we find in the town-dressing 
whirh .. 1nust have run lnto thousands of 
pounds." Contrast that with the condition 
of tho people in the countrv. and then 
rcnH:'n1bcr that rne1nbers opposite take even 
rhe treacle off their bread. As I hn1e said. 
the present Government send their tax
gatherers to the drought-stricken farms in 
order to coll<>ct their imposts. That shows 
you the kind of Governllwnt \'n~ have in 
po\YPr in Queensland to-da-{. You cannot 
,~.-onder that tho people arC going· to turn 
them out as quickly as possible, and you: 
cannot wonder that the Federal Gm·ernmcnt 
won the election~ hands down as they did. 

Mr. F. A. CooPER: I want to know what 
the \Yomcn on the racecourse ·did with the 
treacle which thcv took off the children's 
bread. (Government laug·hter.) 

:VIr. I3EBBE\GTON : It would be interest
ing· to dcfmo what class of Government this 
j,: n:ry interesting. In the first place it 
is not real. It has a kind of veneer over 
it Jikf' vou g-et on some furniture. When 
the,- wanted to put the seizure of farmers' 
pro1wrty in the forefront of their platform 
:Jlr. Hvan 'aid, "No, nut it in the back
ground: Tc~t us ha.vc the VC'nec'r on top." 
(Govl'rnm<'nt laughter.) Those ''"ere the 
words of the Hon. T. J. Ryan when he said, 
,. KcPp that in the background. bccau"O we 
haYe to face the electors, and then when we· 
gPt :::.uffi.rlcnt po\v-cr \\-'C can bring lt in." 
Below this Yenecr. when you scratch t,he top. 
\Yhat do you find? You hav<' g-ot the Bol
,hf'Yik: ~vou have got the reYolutionist. The 
Prf'mi0r adn1ittPd that son1o of t1H' unions 
arP filled \Yith revolntionists. Thf> Premier 
knows that. Everything is done to hide that. 
EYcrvthing is done to keep it back from the 
rwopl0 \Yho haYc gDt voto-". It is a very 
difficult thing to dcfino what class of a 
Gnn,rnment this i~. If you take them for 
\Yhat thov claim to be. that is an inter
nationfll 'socialist Govf'rnrrlCnt. there is no 
5f'DSf' in it. They say, "\Ve are international 
~o('ialists." If theY are international socialists 
''"hat are they go,ing to do with Australia? 
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Australia is a small nation, with just about 
5,000,000 people, nnd at our back door wo 
have 500,000,000 people who arc so far below 
our civilisation that they will not and cannot 
rome up to it nor can we bring them up to 
it. If th0v arc international :::ocialists wh<tt 
aro they going to do with those 500,000,000 
people? Arc they going to bring them up 
to our civilisation or arc they going to bring 
Australians down to their civilisation? 

.\ GoVEHN:IIENT MEMBEH: You cannot do it. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Thev admit that 
tlwv cannot do it and vet theY trv to o·et 
the. intPrllational ~ocialisis' voteS an·d tr,/'to 
get thc other people's votes as well. Thov 
havc not solved tho question as to what they 
arc [wing to do with these 500.000,000 people 
·who practica ll.v mrrcnnd us lwre. If Aus
rralia is g·oing to progrel".s, she C(.Ln only do 
it while ·-he is safe. 

:\[r. BRENNAN: vVho is going to keep h0r 
safe? 

::\lk DRBBINGTOK: These men over 
there have said, " Out the painter and leave• 
us at the mercy of those 500,000,000 
Asiatics.'' 

}\,[r_ BRENNAN: Who said that? 

Mr BRBBINGTON: Didn't they advise 
that?. 

Mr. BRENNAN: Who did? 

:\!r. BEBBI::\'GTON: The Labour party at 
the Perth conference. Those are the con
ditions under which thev would have us live 
to-day. They would have us practically cut 
off from all protection by any other Power 
and leave ns here a prey to the 500,000,000 
pconl0 who are so far below our civilisation 
that thov cannot and will not come up to it. 
\Yhat c}.aso; of men are they? They have 
pnn·cd that thn.- arc unfit to manage the 
affairs of a country like Queensland, and 
the sooner the taxpayers have the privilege 
Df _gcttmg· nd of them tho better. There 
nr0 _ways of paving our debt honestly and 
leadmg Queensland and Australia into a 
nn~ition to maintain tho standard of livinrr 
>~·hich we have set down, and perhaps ~ 
h1~rher standard. But yon nannot maintain 
that eta'1dard unleo.s yotl earn tho monev to 
do it. If a man or womrrn sets out to 'live 
np to a_ cmtain standard that is going to cost 
a C'f'rhnn amount of money, then that money 
has t.o he f'rlrned in order to maintain tha't 
~tandard of 1iving. rrhcro is no diffcrenc~ 
bctweNl tbC' standard of a private individual 
and the standar-d of a State. If we are 
P'oin;:r to have a certain standard of living-, 
then the moncv has to com<e from tho land 

mir{cs, and from the works t~ 
it 

Mr. 'BREN);\N: Out of labour. 

\h. BRBBINGTON: Out of labour cer
tainh., hut can :von oxnC>c..t anything when 
You have a Government that is pledged to 
d(•;;;troy industry? 

:Ylr. COLLTXS : That is not true. 

~h. HRHBTNGTOK: Vnrv well I will 
read it. (Government laughter.) I ~ill read 
from their own conference report. It is as 
follows:

" Ttm ;\;Eim OF CLASS CoNSCIOUSNESS. 

" One of the educational needs of the 
hour is to bring the work<er to a fuller 
realisation of the need of greater class 
consciousness amongst them. The fond 
hope sorne of them may have that they 

may become employers and exploiters of 
labour must be driven from their minds." 

Mr. VowLES: Who said that? 
Mr. BEBBINGTON: The president of the 

Labour conference, and en-dorsed by T. J. 
Hvan and signed by him. 

The bell indicate·d the bon. member's time 
allowed h:v the Standing Orders had expired. 

RoN. J. G. APPEL (Albert) : I stand here 
-(Government laughter)-as a representative 
of the primary producers of the State. 
(Renewed laughter.) 

Mr. CoLLINS: vVit.h three gold rings on 
your fingers. 

Hox..J. G. APPEL: I wish I had a dozen. 
and you wish you had them too, Oharlio 
Collins. Don't be envious. (Loud laughter.) 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Thou shalt not covet 
they neighbour's "goods." 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: When hon. membere 
on that side of the House go out into the 
farming districts of this State and endeavoul' 
to induce the farmers and the primary pro
duccrB to believe that they are their onl.Y 
friends and tho only men who desire t.heil' 
welfare and their betterment-! could onlv 
wish that a representative body of these prl'
mary pro-ducers could sit in this House and 
observe the way in {vhich the primary pro
ducers are decried when a man like the 
hon. member for Drayton gets up and 
advocates their rights. 

A GOYERNMENT ME1!BER: It was because 
of what he said. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I do not care what 
he said or what he di-d not say, the hon. 
membe1' for Drayton is a man who knows 
from A to Z all that is necessary to be dome 
for our primary producers. He knows the 
business from the milking of a cow to the 
driving of an engine and to the manage
ment of a cheese factory. That bon. member 
has proved his ability to carry out all that 
is necessary in that respect. Hon. memhers 
sitting on that side of the House-some of 
them-do not know the back end of a cow 
from the front. (Loud laughter.) When 
they talk of butter-fat, and advance theories 
of butter production, as the hon. member 
for Port Curtis docs, they absolutely show 
their lack of knowledge and their lack of 
interest so far as the primary producers of 
the State arc concerned, 

~Tr. CARTER: If I wrot<' about lager, you 
would understand it. -

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The hon. member 
knows a great deal more about lager than 
ever I could learn; not lager, but treble X_ 

At five minutes to 8 o'clock p.m., 
Mr. WALKER (Cooroora) relieved Mr. Smith 

in the chair. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: We are discussing 
to-night tbe Financial Statement of the Trea
surer. I do not propose to say anything 
more than I said to the electors in tho Com
monwe-alth elections as to the immoreJity of 
withhol-ding that Statement from the electors 
of the State before that election. vVc all 
know .,-bat the object was. vVe all know 
tlutt if that Statement had been presented 
to the Federal electors of tho State, the 
defeat of the La,bour party would have been 
rTP:tter than it was. They o~tll it a vict-ory. 
It is a pyrrhic victory. I hope they have 
mcm Yicruri.,, of the same kind. 'l'he with
holding of the -date of the elections for the 

Hon. J. G. Appel.1 
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State by-elections with tho object of intro
ducing railway camps into the different elec
torates so that those railwaY workers \vho 
wore their parasites and their things-i( I 
may say so-(Government Members: Oh !)
could vote and influence tho electorates into 
which they were introduced, is a matter of 
political immorality with the like of which, 
thank God, I in my political career have 
never been associated, and with which I never 
would have been associated. For political 
tricks, for political immorality, commend me 
to the Labour p;n·ty, to hon. members sitting 
on that side of the House. \Vhen I see some 
hon. members there who, I know, believe 
honestly in their principle€, I cannot under
stand and I cannot real iso how thev can 
support tactics of that character. I ·stand 
here practically alone-(laughter)'-as I have 
stood on other occasions: but so lonp; as l 
am a member of this House. so long as I 
have a voice--

Mr. BRENKAK : Casabianca ! 

Hm;. J. G. APPEL: That member-I will 
call him ".That member"-who declined to 
g-ivo sauce to the poor, sick, and jnfirm. 
(La ug.htcr.) 

Mr. BREKKAK: The sick do not need sauce. 
(Laughter.) 

HoK. J. G. APPEL: Look at him! Look 
at him! He does not want a1w sauce. 
(Rf'ncwed laughter.) He has no s'ympathy 
with the poor members of the communitv. 
Call that a Labour man! Look at it, M~·. 
Walker! (Loud laughter.) A more hypo
criti9al production, a more misle·a·ding pro
duction never have I seen than the Financial 
Statement of the Premier, who is also the 
Treasurer. 

Mr. BRENNAN: Now, now; don't be unkind. 
(Loud laughter.) 

HoK. J. G. APPEL: Has that hon. mem
ber received the imprimatur of that secret 
caucus, that secret junta concerning which 
I have often spoken in this House? That 
secret junta of irresponsibles, more infamous 
than the tyranny of the Czardom of Russia ! 
(Interruption.) 

Mr. CoLLINS: What rot! 

RoN. J. G. APPEL: More infamous than 
the tyranny of the infamous " Council of 
Ten" who sat in se-cret conclave in Venice, 
and who deprived tho Vcnetian pnblic of 
their liberty. More infamous than any 
despotism that t.he world has over known. 
Hon. members smile under their chains. 
They have never dared to deny that they 
are sub]E>Ct>· and slaves to that secret caucus 
that sits in Turbot street. I have me·ntioned 
this matter on different occasions in this 
Hou•e, and I have been confirmed in what 
I said by so valiant .and prominent a mern
her of the Labour party as t.ho hon. member 
for Capricornia, the Hon. Mr. Higgs. Do 
hon. members deny that he is a Labour man? 
He has stat0d the case more fully and more 
completely than I oould do. · 

Mr. BRENNAN: When? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Read the paper. The 
hon. member never roads anything. If t.he 
bon. member had any brains and thev wore 
of dynamite and exploded they wo,;ld not 
blow his hat off. ' 

Mr. BREKKAN: That is an old gag. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Well, it is a true one 
'tS far as the hon, member is concerned. Do 
hon. members sitting on that side of the 
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House deny that William Guy Higgs is a 
Labour man? And has not he exposed the 
tactics of those ixresponsibles who sit in 
Turbot street in secret caucus, not electc;d as 
representatives of the people, yet controlling 
the actions of the representatives of the 
people? 

lVlr. CoLLTXS: That is not true. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The hon. member for 
Bowen knows that he is one of the most 
abject creatures of that caucus. He knows 
it is absolutely true. We have• William Guy 

Higgs, the member for Capri
[8 p.m.] cornia, a member of the Labour 

party, publicly stating, upon his 
re-election, that the conduct of the secret 
caucus of irrespcmsible-s who control the 
conduct of the election in Queensland is the 
matter of tho gravc-,t danger to the Labour 
party. 

li!Ir. COLLINS: V\'rong again. 

Ho:-~. J. G. APPEL: Poor slaves! Any
way, I am not under the control of any secret 
caucus. I do not owo my selection or election 
to a secret caucus; but when I look at them 
I can well see that thev are the selects of a 
secret caucus which ha~ simply chosen them 
because they arc abject slaves who will do 
the will and desir<l of that secret caucus. 

Mr. O'B'cLLIVAK: You were only a cipher 
in the Denham Cabinet-you admitted it. 

HoK. J. G. APPEL: You were never a 
member of any Cabinet, and never will be if 
YOU live to be as old as Methuselah. 
(Laughter.) A more coldblooded scientific 
attempt to extract all that it is pos,ible to 
extract from the taxpayers of the State I 
have never s<>en than that exhibited in this 
Financial Statement. 

I shall now deal with one matte•r which 
affects the primary producers of the State
that is, tho increase in the railway fares 
and freights. I am satisfied, from what I 
know of the Hon. the Minister, that had he 
be·cn free and unfettered those freights would 
not have been increase-d. I only regret that 
the hon. member is not Premier-without 
wishing to make any reflection on the hon. 
member who is Premier-because I know that 
the Premier has absolutely no heart and 
absolutely no sympathy with the primary 
producers of the State. I believe that the 
Ministc'r for Railways is sympathetic. 

Mr. HODGE : Has he· not proved it? 
(Laughter.) 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I have a personal 
knowlodg·o of the hon. member, and if he 
were only Premier-as he ought to be-we 
would have had a Financial Stateme-nt that 
'"'ould have been more equitable than the 
Statement which we are discussing to-night. 

A GovERNThiENT MEMBER: \'\That about the 
Lieutenant-Governor? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I may as well deal 
with that question. I say that the members 
who arc sitting on the Government benches
the Labour party-the party who say they 
represent the wage- slaves, have made more 
nice soft appointments than any other party; 
but do the rank and file of the Labour party 
get those positions? I ask the bon. member 
for Bowen-do their rank and file got those 
beautiful soft billets for life that have been 
given out by the Labour party? We have 
now an appointment which shows an absolute 
disregard for parliamentary privilege•s, be
cause that partisan rag-the "Standa!'d "
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that partisan rag which does not print cable
grams which disagree with its politics-and 
some people call it a newspaper-that parti
san rag was the first sheet which contained 
the· announcement of the appointment of the 
Hon. \Villiam Lennon to tho position of 
Lieutenant-Governor, an announcement which 
should first have boon communicated to the 
members of this honourable House. Hon. 
members opposite, when 'they were• sitting 
·on this side of tho House, talked of the 
dignity of the House. 

l\lr. WEIR interjected. 
Hox..J. G. APPEL: Ah! What can one 

·expect from a political rabble like hon. 
members there, from political condottieri, 
from that set of political banditti? So far 
.as the taxpayers and the people are con
cerned. that is all they are. They pay no 
direct taxation. They are parasite·s; they 
th" banditti. 

A GoYERK~IEXT :YIEMBER: Hoboes. 
Hox. J. G. APPEL: They have said it 

themselves-hoboes on society and the unfor
tunate L-<payers of the State. VVe have an 
..tppoilltllJ('rtt to a rnost imvortant po;;;itiou--

Mr. COLLIKS: You ought to join the 
I.W.W. 

Hox..J. G. APPEL: I will Yoice what I 
haYe to say dc-Jpite any interjection by the 
hon. member or anybody else. and, thank 
goodnc·ss, I have the voice to do it and the 
ability to do it. The hon. member, standing 
·on a cart-tail or a box, has talked so much 
tripe for so long that he has almost com
menced to believe it is true. I believe he 
is honest in a way. I have the greatest 
respect for the Hon. vVilliam Lennon-a 
man \vhon1 I l;uvc known for ma.ny years, 
both here and m Townsville-but I consider 
that his appointment is absolutely and politi
cally immoral. If the Nationalist party sat 
on that side of the House and atte.mpted to 
make the number of appointments to soft 
billets which have been made bv the friends 
of the serf slaves, I wonder \~hat the· ocr£ 
slaves woul·d think? I wonder what they 
will think when they see that the Hon. 
'William Lennon has been appointed for his 
lifo to a new position which carrie·s a salarv 
of £1,000 per annum and of £1,500 pel.· 
annum when tho Governor is absent with 
all his perquisites. vVhat do the po01: wage 
dlctves and serfs say to that? (Government 
laughter.) I ask the hon. member for Bowen 
what their wage slaves and serfs have to sav 
w'1en they see the toney men of the part:\· 
appointed to th''"e positions? His 'Excenency 
the Lieutenant-Governor ! \Vhat will the 
wage slaw-s and seris, whom the hon. mem
'bcr for 'Bowen and other hon. members 
opposite ~a:v they arc representing, have to 
say about that? I was elected as an inde
·pendent member-as a primary producers' 
merribcr-for the electorate I represent. 

Mr. \YmTFORD: By the "Courier." 

Ho:-~. J. G. APPEL: That is a great paper 
-with the hon. member. I remeniber the 
'" ConricrJ, classing Ine, vv:hen I lost an 
ekction, as a ~ocialist ·democrat, and my 
I'WWS arc as ·democratic to-day as they \Vere 
then. Have hon. members opposite shown 
their faith in .democracy? How have they 
proved it? They have simply proved ii by 
being nominated by their organisations, and 
they are sitting and voting as slaves and 
not representing their electorates, and they 
-clatm to be democrats. All 'I can say is 
chat I can claim to be a democrat, because 
ii have fought for tho right. 'I have stood 

up m this House, and on many a platform, 
for tho fre<xlom and welfare of the boys 
who went with me barefooted to schooL I 
stand for them. but hon. members opposite 
are ashamed to own that they over went 
barefooted to school. I am proud that I 
oYeJ· went barefooted to school, and that I 
am in this House to-night. I speak for the 
frc>odom and manhood of Australia, but han. 
n1embcrs opposite who are slaves-

The TEMPOHAHY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
I request the hon. member to address himself 
more clos<•ly to the subject before the Com· 
mit.co, ,,nd also to address the Chair and 
not be continually inviting interjections. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I readily obey your 
injunction to address the Chair. At the 
same ti1ue. vou 1nust rcrnen1bcr that this is 
a rnattcr ~{ Supply upon which grievances 
1nay be ·discu"st:d, and I propose to voice 
aud discuss the grievances which arc in my 
IHJDl't. I was proceeding to deal with the 
immorality of the appointment of the 
Licuh uant-Govcruor. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. J. H. Coyne, 1Varrcyo): I rise to a 
point of order. I think this farce of abusing 
the rcrH·csentatiYe of the Sovereign has gone 
quite far onoug·h. This \vas done on several 
cccasions here to-dav. It is clearlv laid down 
in "Mav" that st;ch discussion" cannot be 
countcnuiwod by an Assembly such as this. 
I ask you. Sir, to look up page 296 of 
"May's Parliamentary Practice," 1917, 
which shows that anv reflection on the 
Son,reign, or any n~presentative of the 
SoH•rcit;n. cannot be allowed. The com
n--:.i~~ion of the gcntlt~n1an "\Yhose name vt.ts 

"ltioned has nov; been signed, and he j,=> 
roprcsentatino of the Sovereign at th~ 

present time•. Therefore, I think it is time 
tho indecent. unmanly, and unparliamentary 
refcrcnces \•,hich the bon. member is making, 
and \vhich other bon. members indulged in. 
came to an end. 

GoVERKiliEXT MEil!BERS: Hear, hear! and 
Opposition dissent. 

The TKIIPOHARY CHAIRMAN: I 
wish to point out to hon. nwmbors tl1at 
'' :'\1av'' is nrettv clear in reference to state
n1cntS 1·eflc~ting: on the Sovereign or his 
rcpresentatiYc. I think, however, t~hat in 
.dealing with the question of the appointnc <mt 
of a J..jcutcnnnt-Gcn-ol'llOl' ho11. rnon1hers mav 
deal . with the action of His Majesty's 
advi:crs. o.IJd that so long as tho hun. rnotu
bcJ' for ~.\I bert 'onfincs himself to that point 
and no reference is 1nado to the action of 
tho Sovereign he \viii be in order. 

OPPOSITION l\1EiliBERS: Hear, hear!' 
The PRE21IIJo:R: He must not reflect upon 

the Lieutcnant-Go\'ernor, because he is 
appointed. 

The TEMPORAltY CHAIRMAN: He 
must. not reflect upon the conduct of the 
Lieutcnant-GoYernor. ·who is the King's 
representative. I request the bon. member. 
in continuing his speech, to apply himself 
more dosclv to tho subject-matter of the 
debate, and" not indulge in such flamboyant 
langu.af];C. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I have said that I 
personally respect the Han. Wil.liam T:ennon. 
with whom I am on terms of fnendshtp, anrl 
possibly, so far as the . hon. gentle.man i~ 
concerned, no more smtable appointment 
could have been made. I am not reflectmg 
upon the han. gentleman, bu.t on the 
immoralitv of the method of h1s appomt
ment, and the immorality of the L,;bnur 
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part~· in increasing tho number of soft billet.> 
for their supporters, 'vhich are not parh{'i.
pateJ in by the 1·ank and file-thewage sorts 
aHd ~la vcs rnentione-d lrv the hon. tnmnber 
fur Bovy·on. " 

:Vlr. GLEDSON : Do you moan to say th" 
K.ing was irnmoral in rnaking the appoint
nH~nt ? 

Hm;, .T. G. APPEL: I say that llts 
aclvi:-Jcrs were politically inunoral 111 reccnl
rncnding the appointn1cnt. \Ve l\!lo·~y the 
King' takco tho advice of his ad,·iH·L!. how
OYPJ' politically immoral that ad1·ioe may he. 
I simply \Yant to point out to th" '·t:ppc•rtc'l'3 
of tho Labour party that the rr10n wl>o 1 qcre· 
sent then1 haYe never done anything for 
labour, but are living on labour. They 
arc~ living on tho funds. whieh are e:uniri
butc•d by members of the un\·oq;-·tlwy .uo 
absolute volitical parasites. I bave Til) 

lwsitatioll in ,aYing that theqo rnen \Yho 
represPnt the Labour party arc fatt{'Jung en 
the funds contributed bv the <lllfortunatc 
members of the union·". ,;ho u.ntil thcv have 
J1aid an 0ntrancc fcf~, and monthly feE.s, nre 
not entitled to work~who ar': poll·taxed. 
Thcsu representatives have ncvP-r done ur~.y~ 
tbin;:; for the Labour party, am! I cnil t h• ;n 
absolute parasites. There 1s tw quc:Sti(·ll 
about it.. ~ 

:\h. F. A. CooPER: Don't you mean para
chutes? (Laughter.) 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: No, I mean parasites, 
like bon. members opposite. (Laughter.) 

Mr. F. A. CooPER: I don't pronounce Beau
deoert like you do. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: You cannot, because 
you are a parasitical hypocrite. All you 
can do is to secure your nomination for the 
scat and obey the behests of the cmcus. 
(Laughter.) That is all you can do, and you 
look it. (Laughter.) 

Mr. F. A. CoOPER: You don't look it. 
(Laughter.) 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I am an honest 
Australian of the second generation. That 
1~ mora than you can say, and you do not 
look as if you do credit to your food. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: You don't look as if 
you do credit to your drink. (Laughter.) 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: You do it in secret. 
(Laughter.) 

Tho TEMPORARY CHAIRMA~ : I 
request hon. members to allow the bon. 
membei· for Albert to continue his speech 
without interruption. (Hear, hear !) 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: If we wore not aware 
of tho record of tho Labour party which 
produces this Stat('lnent, we might bclieYo 
it, but, having in our mind the record of tho 
party opposite, what is it? What is it? \Vo 
all know that the leaders of the party sitting 
opposite displaced the N ationaliet party. 
When they sought to displace the Nationalist 
party the;; spoke of the borrowing of the 
~ationalilit party and of the methods that 
were adopted and they had a little bit of a 
catechism issued in which they said

" Loans may be necessary for reproduc
tive work, but is it any wonder that our 
debt amounts to £52,000,000, and that our 
debt per head of the population is over 
£80. 

" Do you know that a man, his wife, 
and fa mil v of four owo £490 of the debt 
of Queensland ':'' 

fHon. J. G. Appel. 

This is the production of the Premier and 
tho Minister for Hailways. They go on to 
say~ 

"Do you know that a man who has 
a wife and family of four pctys £80 111 
1nteres.t on loans every year, \Yhich means 
7s. per week. Don't you thiuk that 
system should ho altered'!" 

Don't vou think tho sntem should be altered? 
That ~s \1 hat they ~vanted to irnvress npon 
the doctors of tho State when they sought 
to displace tbo Nationalist Government. 
'l'hPn they further say

" Just ponder on t)'to awful stup.idity 
of a policv that pcrm1ts of our rccoJvmg 
about £11,000,000 of money, paying back 
in interc,:t £16.500,000 and still owing 
about £12,000.000. That is the sort of 
LihNal finance which caused tbe groat 
uank smash in 1893." 

\Yhat clo we find to-dav'' We find tho 
Government going on the London market and 
they have to pay for a loan equal to 6~ per 
cent., a 1nost unheard of an1ount so far as 
Queensland is concerned. And, furthermore, 
the,· arc freeing those who invest in t!"at 
loan from income tax and death dut1es. 
According: to our death duti·f>S. that is worth 
35 DE'>r cent. 'l'ho Government went to the 
elec.tors of the State with that cry and the 
electors of rhe State were mistaken. I m.ight 
remind the Committee of what I said a few 
nights ago, that the policy of the Labour 
party is like tho rattling of some stones m 
a tin dish to endeavour to g'et hold of the 
shy horse-the shy horse being tho electors 
of Queensland. This pamphlet is the tin 
dish and tho printed matter the stones which 
they arc rattling and endeavouring to induce 
tho electors of the State to believe that 
members opposite arc the most able financic;rs 
that exist in the State. The ::-.J'at10nahst 
party always showed a credit balance in 
connection with tho Trust Account. ·what 
do we find to-dav? \Ve find from the 
Auditor-General's 'report that the. Trust 
Accouut is in debt. Every account m con
nection with the State is in debt, and th0 
State is practically insolvent. In speaking 
on public platforms during tho recent 
Federal campaign, I said that if a private 
companv or individual indulged in fmancc· 
the sanl:o as the present Governm.ent. then 
they would not only be in the bankruptcy 
court, bnt they would probably be in Doggo 
Road Gaol or St. Helena. I repeat here 
to-night that tho ineptness of tho present 
Administration has brought tho fair State 
of Qu0cnsland to such a condition that anyone 
who is interested in it must view it with 
a bsolutc alarm. The 'l'reasurer estimates 
that he will make up tbe deficiency and have 
a surplus. What is his record? Durmg t.ho 
yc,crs that he has occupied that position on 
~~Ycry occasion he said he "\vas goj ng to havc 
a surplus. Dirl he have a surplus? No. 

He always had a very large 
[8.30 p.m.] deficit. That has boon tho result 

of the administration of the 
present Labour party. Since the present 
part,· have been in office, thoro has been an 
accumulation of taxation, and upon whose 
f.houldors has that taxation fallen? It is all 
Ycrv well to sav it has fallen unon the 
>ho~tldcr& of those best able to be. r 1t, but it 
has not. In a majority of case'' it has fallen 
upon the shoulders of men vvho arc absolutely 
uHablc to !war it--upon the shoulders o± 
the men who haYc to bear the " scien
tificl) taxation, as the Hon. the Treasurex· 
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_,arcastically called it, and with the result that 
to-day there are 5,000 unemployed m 
Brisbane. 

GovERK11ENT ME~!BERB: Nonsense! Rot! 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: It is all very well 
for hon. members to say_ "Rot," because they 
have no sy!llpathy wrth the unemployed. 
They "rc wdl cared for. \Vhat do thcv care 
fer the uHemploy0d? I have sympathv for 
the unemployed) and know the rca~_,oi1 for 
that uncmpl{)ymont. It is the actions of the 
llrescnt Adnlinistrution. \Vo havo increa:3ec1 
\vages .. I. believe, in the '':age-earner receiving 
what IS JUStly nue to hun, but what is the 
good of increasing his wao:ros when YOU 

increase the tax to such an ~xtent that "his 
incre1.~od wages arc of less Yaluo to hirn 
that the wages he had heretofore, and when, 
by that increased taxation, enterprise has 
been strangled as it has in Queensland. Is 
that eYidence of administration for the 
b0nefit of tho workers of the State·; I ask 
that became I have risen from the lowest 
wrung of the ladder-I could not be lower. 
lwcauce I went to school barefooted. I have 
::.ympathy for the worker~, not the sha111 
,:;y1npathy of ho11. ll:H'!:Ibers Ol)positc, because 
tlH ir sy;npath~7 is onl;, to gain tht'ir yot{'S, 

"\Y_h~Je llline is to st:'C th0n1 i1nprove their con
dltion~. \Y l~ l1c:n~r~ rncn prC'aching- what is 
·~alled class-consciousness, wherebv n1en are 
striving to alienate the differen"t members 
of. the c-ommunity one from the other. to 
rarse up hatred of one class to the other 
";hen \YO must realise that it is {)nly by th~ 
ao:-:;olutE' unit"",- of eYorv ll1C!nher of the corn
munit_,- that ~we can hope to prosper. But 
-~:'c. ha,Te these parasites, these paid agitators, 
hv1ng on the ,,-orkers of the StatP cndcay
ouring to cause friction between ~en who 
should stand and \York together. Knowing 
that._ an~ closnmg to ""' the State prosper, 
I thmk rt my duty to adyocato that which. 
m·en theoce parasites \Yil! admit, is for tho 
herwiit of tlw State and of tho cormnunitv
namolv, that there should lw a combined 
effort, of tbc worker' and the (•mp!o~'ers to 
Pndea i'OUr to do what they can to prosper the 
St ,tc. and thus improYe their condition. 

iYith regard to the increased railwav 
fares. I arn quito satisfied that "·h,,n the 
~\Iinistcr rnadc the statement, before the 
Fcd<'ral <'icctions, that there would be 110 

ln('reusc in frcigl1ts a11d fan3, he bona fide 
1ll('<UJt it. Ht' said the rai1wavs IYCrc not 

intcndod to pay-that they were there for the 
benefit of tbe ('ommunitv. 1}IJfortun~~tolv. 
the Pnm1i<>r-who ha;; not the warm heai·t 
of the :),finister for Railways-commande<:l by 
't}H?. "'CCl'l"t caucus, said that the fares and 
frerghts should be incrcasccl. 'l'ho unfor
tHnntc- \York(•rs .art1 to be victimised to tho 
extent of 30 per· cent., and vet members 
oppmitc call themselves the h:iend.s of the 
"·age They support legislation 
\YhC.reby unfortun,,J.te workers ·who desire 
to hve in thC' suburbs, \Vhcre the-.;.r can get 
fn~f!r and n1orc hcalthJ eonditions, '11avo tl1is 
ht~rdship inflicted upon thern. I arn ~Ol'l'V. 
Mr. Premif'r. that you did it. because 
you haYe inflict.r>cl a se~·0re burden upon 
the \\·orker:",, and 0110 whirh V\rill militate~ 
grrntly again-::t anv increase in thl~ir 
waf!"S. and which will also militate against 
then· gomg mto the suburbs whf'r<e tbev 
could hoye more hea lthv condition;. 
I .know that the Premier has no sympathy 
wrth the workers of the State. I know that 
from his action in increasing the heights 
and fares on the subqrban railways. That 

action shows that he has absolutely no sym
pathy with the workers of the State who 
desire to Jive in the freer conditions of the 
suburbs. There is like,vise an increase in 
fares and freight as far as producers are 
concerned. That good old donkey has to 
bear the burden every time. 

An HoxOURABLE ME11BER : And you repre
sent thorn. 

Ho~. J. G. APPEL: Yes, I represent 
them, and the han. member misrepre,;ents 
them. That good old donkey has to bear 
the burden every time. How does the 
Premier reconcile the statement made before 
the Federal election by the Acting Premier 
that there would be no increase in railway 
fares and freights with his action in increas
ing those charges after that statement was 
made? I am quite satisfied that the Minis
ter for Railwavs would not have increased 
the fares unless he was compelled to do it. 
What compelled him to do it'? What caused 
the Premier, after that statement was made, 
to do that injuoticc to the workers and pri
mary producers of the State? 

The PRE}riER: vVhy are you attacking me,? 

Hox. ,J_ G. APPEL: I am not attacking 
the hon. gentleman personally. For him 
personally I ha>"c a gl'eat regard: but I say 
that politically he has done a great and 
gro.ss inj ust.ic0 to the workers and primary 
produeers of the State-. The hon. gentleman 
may say that the fares, even with the 
increases which have been made, are cheaper 
than the fares in Ne,w South Wales. But do 
the Govcrnrncnt give the sarne service as is 
giyen in ;'\ew South \Vales? The Govern
ment endeayourc-cl to reduce the tramway 
fares. although they were lower than the 
tramway fares in ?\ew Sot1th Wales. If, then, 
they cndeaYoured to reduce the tramway 
fares, what is the reacmr, with the miserable 
sen·ice which they giYe to the public, that 
they arc increasing the railwa.y fares? There 
wa- a better railv ay service in Queensland 
twenty-five years ago than there is to-day. 
Yet the GoYNmnent, in an ende.,avour to 
excuse themselves for raising the fares, com
pare those fare-~ with the fares charged in 
N:w South \Yo!cs, but say nothing about the 
rmscmble scrYrce and the miserable dog
boxes they giye to second-class passengers in 
this State. 'Gnfortunately, a number of the 
\Yorkers of the State ride second class. I 
frequently 1·idc second class myself, and I 
can say that tho Government compel the 
workers 0f the State to ride in miserable 
dog-boxes, and then call themselves the 
frrenrls of the wmkers, the wage serfs, the 
\Vage s]aye:-. DriYcn by the infan1ous cn_ucus, 
which holds is secret sittings in Turbot street, 
they are compelled to do these acts. Is it 
not a parody on constitutional goycrnment 
that in Queensland, one of the freest States 
in the world. with the freest franchise in 
the \vhole uniYe•rse, a Governn1ent arc coln
pe!lod to do these things? How is it that 
~o 1nany 1nore thousands of people are on 
the rolls than actually exist in the State, 
and this under a pure, honE'3t Labour G<Jvern
ment, who pose- as men who stand for purity 
and honcety, but \Yho really stand for abso
lutf' political immorality and dishonesty? 
R.-en the graves yawn, and the dead walk 
forth and Yoto; and for whom do they vote? 
For the honest, the pure Labour party. Tho 
hand\niting is on the wall. The, Labour 
party sav that the Federal elections were a 
>"ictory for them. Mr. Higgs does not say 

Han. J. G. Appel.] 
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so ; but the members of th<J Labour par\y 
hero claim that they had a victory at that 
election. I am satisfied, if they are. 

Mr. GUNN ((!r1rnan·on): I wish to say a 
few words on this question. Unfortunately, 
I havo uot got such a strong Yo ice as some 
of the speakers who have preceded me, and I 
hope the House will give me a fair and 
impartial hearing, not only for the sake of 
myself, but becaus{' I want the "Hansard" 
people to hoar what I ha\'·e to say without 
irrelevant interruptions, such as the last 
speaker and the speaker before him had to 
endure. The members sitting behind the 
Government, from one <nd of the House to 
the other, baited those han. members, and, 
of course, drew a lot of umFccessary verbosity 
that \\·c could very we>l! do without. I am 
afraid that this House is not improving in 
its conduct, and that is one of the reasons 
that it is not my intention to offer myself 
for re-election at the next -election. \V e must 
rernen1bl'r that we <lre getting high salaries 
to represent the people of Queensland, and 
we ought to be a dignified Chamber, and 
cndca vour to carry out the business of the 
countl') in a more dignifi-ed n1anner than 'v-e 
have done in tho past. Thoro is an old 
saying to tho effect that "He whom the gods 
wish to destroy the5• first drive mad," and 1t 
so!'ms to me that tho present occupants of 
the Treasury benches arc fast being driven 
mad. Every day we hear of some action that 
r calculated to drive them from the bench 

they now occupy. 'vVe have been told that a 
certain gentleman has been appointed to the 
position of Lieutenant-Governor. I have 
nothing to ~.av against that gentleman per 
sonally. You "must remember that, according 
to the traditions of the House, the Governor, 
the Acting Governor, and tho President of 
the Legislative Council are impartial. Tnc 
last person appointed as Lieutenant-Gm·crnor 
was Sir Arthur ]\forgan, who was then Pre
sident of the Legislative Council. We nmt 
remember that tho Legislative Council is 
fmpposed to be non-party and impartial, and 
the cxampl·e that was set on that ':lcca,ion 
could very well have been followed on tbis 
occasion. \Vhy did the Government not 
appoint the President of the Legislative 
Council to tho position of Licutenant-Govor· 
nor on this occasion? But, no ; the·y came 
to this House and took a partisan. A partisan 
is all vt>ry well in politics, but I do not care 
whether it is a follower of this side or a 
follower of that side, he must lmv·c some 
party feeling after taking part in the political 
warfare that is carri<~d on in this House. 
I think it is a very unfortunate appointment, 
and is one of the things that is going to help 
drive the Government out of office at tho 
next election. 

\Yo must r<>member that when this Govern
ment carne into power in 1915 they were 
going to initiate a new 1nethod of f~nance. 
Tho old method of finance was to g1ve the 
private indi,·idual a fair and square go. 
llo could earn on his farm or station or 
whatever it 111ight be ancl the GoYornn1ent of 
the State nrotcctod him. But tho Labour 
party thinl{ private enterprise is a n1istako. 
They believe in the nationalisation of all 
mPalh of production, distribution, and 
exchange, and their idea was to nationalise 
all these things and e ·entually to nationalise 
everything. \Ve have tho rail ways controlled 
by the Governm<>nt. Then they said, "'vVe 
will nationalise the stations and the sawmills, 
and we will finance the State out of the 

[H on . .T. G. Appel. 

profits o:-I these national industries." Sorn* 
tim(• a,o·o there was issucJ a book called 
.l s{~c:ia Dsn1 at \York," and on tho front page 
there was vrinted tho words " \Vith the corn
nlinwnts of Mr. T. J. Ryan, Premier of 
Queensland." There is set out in that book 
what the Government propose to do, and I. 
will quote from page 7, whore it says

" Taxation n1ight have been increased. 
till reaching hreaking P?int, beyond. 
"hich the people could not pay; lo';lns 
u1ight haYe been prled to a crushrng 
mountain of debt for the shoulders of 
po.stcrity; or the State rnight engage in. 
industn, and by that means honourably 
Ccl!Tl, for the whole of the people, profit 
wh ieh pre>iously found its way into the 
pockets of a nnmcricall.~ small class of. 
the community. Dos1nng to lighten 
rather than to increase tho burden of 
taxation, and determined to enter into. 
no obligations which the country could 
not b>P regarded safely as .able to mCl't, 
the Qucc•nsland Labour. Government 
naturally adopted the pohc.J: of launch
ing upon Btato entcrpnses, whiCh 
would

(1) By selling . to the publ_ic more 
vhcaplv than pnvate enterpnse does, 
rc•ncler" pcoplo lwttm· able to afford 
those taxes which are unavoidable. 

(3) By retaining for . the State. the 
profit previously accrumg to pnvate 
enterprise, add to the nevem~e and 
render taxCLtion and borrowmg mcreas
ingly unnecessary." 

WP have had nearly five years of this. 
nationalisation policy with all its experiments 
which ,YC'r·c going to relieve the; tax:r:ayers of 
Queensland and do away w1th mcreased 
taxation, and what do we find'? TaxatiOn 
has gone up by leaps and bounds, and the 
industries embarked upon have. proved. a 
.dead failure. \Vhen I first came lllto Parha
111cnt the Labour part:v were in opposition, 
and thev advocated State entcrpnse, and 
pointed ~ut the good work the State raih'-:ays 
,._Pre doing. ·· Yt's," I said on that occ.asion, 
.. the Liberals can manage the railway& 
bceau::,e they can discharge . a man_ at an~ 
time, and they are not afrmd of hrs vote. 
But the Government of the present day are 
dPpendont on the r~ilway men and other 
wage-earners for their seats, and th~y dare 
not offend them. They dare not drscharge· 
railwav employees to anything like tho extent 
uccessiirv in order to carry therr1 on su~cess
fullv. It is all very well to l'ive the rarlway 
mell an appeal court, but when that app.eal 
court is influenced by some Labour Ol'!lamsa
tion. and when that Labour orgamsatwn 
appeals to the Labour Government and the 
man wbo is discharg·ed goes back to the 
g-anger with. a note to say he has to take 
him on agam, then the whole control of 
the· systf'm is gono by the board. Just pow 
there are a lot of unemployed, brought aoout 
through private ent rprise being afraid to 
invest money, and there 1s a great number, 
too who are unemployable. The unemploy
abl~· arl' ~upporter::s of tho presen_t _Govern
ment, and they interview the Mrm~ter fc.:r 
Raihravs or soruebocl:v else and arc 1ffil118di

ately faceted on to the Railway Departm:nt. 
The' Railwav Dc•Dartment has to find positions 
for them at hig·h wages, and no wonder the 
Railwa,- Denartment cannot pay. 'The older 
hands in the Railway Dqoartment know very 
vv·ell tlnlt a tin10 'vill cmno vd1C'n tlns Govern
ment or some other Government will have· 
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t<J go in for r0trenchment, and if the Labour 
Government is in power the old and faithful 
ocrv,.,nts who have borne the> heat and burden 
of the day will be retrenched, while the red
raggers and tho unemployable who have been 
tak0n in from the street wili be kept on. 

:Ylr. F. A. CoOPER: \Yho would you sack? 

Mr. GU:\:"N: I would not sack anybody if 
I could help it. I could tell you many things 
that I would do, but it is not my business to 
instruct the Government as to what thev 
ought to do. The Premier som-e time ago 
is,ucd a pamphlet ·which 'has been quoted 
time after time. RYidPntly, when he issued 
that pamphlet he thought he could carry on 
the State without loan money. One of tho 
planks of the Labour party w..ts not to borrow 
uny rnoney except for reproductive \Yorks, 
hut we find they have .had to borrow money 
for all sorts of things other than for repro
ductive works. This is a Government of 
borrow, boom, and tax They used to call us 
" The borro\Y, boom, and burst Govern~ 
rnent." But the Liberal Government ·did not 
burst. They left the State in good working 
order. If )-ou have a good ntan in char~e 
of your •'ngino, he takes cart~ of the bP.arings, 
puts oil on here, puts a little bit of packin" 
thf!rc. and the machine is kopt in good ordN. 
Tho Liberals handed over the political 
rn~chine in good running order, but thn 
Labour party neglected to oil it. Thev 
neglected it in rp_any \Yays, and the machin'e 
gradually got out of order. In the first two 
or three years it was not verv noticeable, 
but the time has now come when the politicn.J 
rnac,hin(' is going to break do\vn. rrhe 
rnachincry is now out of order, anfl hnn. 
members opposite will be glad to relinquish 

Its running when their pcriorl iP 
[9 p.m.] up. I am gla-d the Labour partv 

have another t•1·elvo months t.v 
run !t, because during that time I an1 quite 
conv1nced the whole of their theories will be 
proved to be only theories and not workable 
in practice. We have seen extravagance all 
round. There is the Public \Vorks Commis
sion going a.!! over Queensland and costing 
the country up to date something like £8,000. 
They arc very estimable men, and their 
reports may ·he all right, but what is the 
good of reporting on railwavs when vou hav0 
'!'0 money to build railwa;s anywh'ore? It 
1s an absolute waste of public money. It. is 
a political commission, all th0 rncmbors 
belong·ing to one side of the H ousc. 

Mr. COLLINS: But their reports arc not all 
one-sidPd, you must adn1it. 

Mr. GUNN: I have not studied the 
reports. But I do not care v, ho he is or 
w:fwt he is; if he is a partisan he must hav" 
some partisan feeling. ' 

. T.he PREMIER : Why did not you accept tho 
mntatwn to have representation on that 
Commission? 

:'\l[r. Gl:="N: I would not bo a party to 
what I thought was a wrong. I thought it 
1vas ·wrong to appoint a !lolitica] conunission 
of 1vorks. If you are going to have a wo!"ks 
COlnmi·, . .._,]on of any Yaluc, it oug}Jt to haYn 
expert men on it. Thoro oug·ht to be on it 
the Chief Engineer of Railwavs the Chief 
EngirH'cr of Harbours and Ri,~c;·s, the Sec
retary for Publie Lands, and men of that 
kind who 1~nderstand what they are doing. 
and who, 1f th0y made a mistake. would 
haYo to put up with some loss. Political 
(·ornmis.sio~J·c. can n1ake all sorts of mistakE.~S, 

and cannot he called to account. Then, look 
at the money that has been spent on 
pamphlets like "Socialism at work," another 
called "The Buzzer," and all sorts of poli
tical literature for which the people of 
Queensland have to pay. I do not mind 
tho Labour party having political literature, 
but they ought to pay for it. I do not see 
\vhv the ); ationalists should pay for political 
literature for them. Then, another piece of 
extra.yagance, I think, was tho visit of the 
Secretary for Railways to America. Why ·he 
went there I do not know. He was supposed 
to have gone there to investigate tho rail
>Ya\' system. \Vhat has been the result of 
tb,;,t trip to America? I cannot see· that we 
are any better off than we were before he 
•.· ent awav. All ho can do is to sugg<"t 
rai;ing the freight' and fares. I remember 
when the hon. member for Brisbane (Mr. 
Kirwan) \Ya.s in opposition ho said if he could 
on]v f[Ct ou a cornrnission he would show the 
Go~·er:nmcnt where they could save £250,000 
of monov. ·when the Government got into 
power thev took him nt his word, and gave 
him and another gentleman a. cornmi~sion to 
inveotio·ate the railway works of Queonslaml. 
They brought in a report, the gist of which 
was to raise the freights and fares. That 
ought to have boon sufficient without sending 
the Secretftrv for Railways all the way to 
Amer·ica to say the same. thing. 

Mr. KIRWAN: They ought to have sent t'he 
commission to America. 

Mr. G'G:\:"N: It mig·ht have been a good 
deal better. Then, with reference to the 
loan. The loan, we know, is free from State 
and Federal income tax. I saw in some 0f 
i he papers that it is free from probate duty. 
I do not know how it can be free from 
probate or some other duty. I got an 
actuary last vear to make out what the 
i~corne tax of the different S'tates was. 
Supposing you had an incomfl of £1,000, the 
total tax, both State and Federal, would be 
£80 4s. 1d. Supposing you had an income 
of £2,500, the total of the two taxes would 
he £379 9s. 6d. Supposing you had an 
income of £5,000, the taxes would amount to 
£1.236 l6s. Supposing you h<ld an income of 
£7,500. the joint income tax would be £2,452 
lls. 4d. Supposing you had an income of 
£10 000 the total taxation would bo £3,768 
18s.' 9d.' Supposing you had an income of 
£20 000 vour taxation would be £9.030 Ss. 
9d.,' eq{w'! to about 9s. in the £1. This is 
the point I want to get at. If you ~a:e 
mow?v to invest, and you can Invest It 111 
the Queensland loan at 6~ per cent. or 6~ per 
cr,nt.. whichever it may be, it is equal io 
a bout 12 per cent. in any other industry in 
the State. No wonder thoro was a rush to 
tako up the Queensland loan. N? one. in 
their senses now vnll mvest money m buymg 
shttions or grazin~ {arms. They cannot make 
12 rwr cent. out of it. 

Mr. COLLINS: 'What rot ! They arc mak
ing a lot rnorc. 

:Mr. GUN=": I will show directly what 
the State made out of their stations. The 
tcndencv of these loans is to withdraw money 
hom n'rofitable investments in Queensland 
and h~ve it invested in scrip of that nature. 
No wonder tho people have a lot of money 
in the bank. They do not know what to do 
\Yith it. If you have money now and want 
to in'\~f'<::.t it, ,, htlt are you going to -do w1t.h 
it? 'l'here is only one investment worth 
anything now, and that is Government 

Mr. Gnnn.] 
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debentures and \Var loans. Even the Federal 
Government have got wise as far as that is 
<1on~erned. The last war loan was subject. 
to mcome tax. But the holders of this 
Um·ernment's loan are free from both Fede 
ral and State income tax. The sellers of 
these big stations that the Government now 
hold are going about with their scrip in 
their pockets free from all these taxes, and 
arc far better off than they would be manag· 
iMg the stations out in the ~West, and bearing 
tho trouble and worry of droughts and every
thing o];;e. Is that a fair thing to the rest 
of the taxpayers of Queensland'? vVe have 
to make up the deficiencY. I have very 
grave doubts about this loan. It was sug· 
gested to me by a banker that very likely 
the reason it was so readily subscribed was 
that on a great many of the loans floate·d in 
Er.gland interest has to be paid~ and they 
thought t.his State Government was so fa·r 
behind that if they did not lend them money 
they would not have any money with which 
to pay interest. 

The PREMIER: I will show you the weak
ness of that argument. The bulk of the 
loan was subscribed by small people, not by 
largo capitalists. 

Mr. GUNN: Tho way they do it in Great 
Britain is, they go to an agent and say, 
" I have £500 which I wish to invest in the 
bc-,t security you can get." It is not the 
little nmn at all; it is the little man's 
money, but the big agent does the whole 
of the businesc, And that agent took tbe 
Queensland loan because it was free from 
those taxes and it was· perhaps a better 
investment than some of the others. 

Tho PREMIER: Of course, it was; because 
it was an investment in Queensland under 
a Labour Government. 

Mr. GUNN: Queensland, with all its beau
tiful country, ought to be able to offer a 
loan at less than any other part of the world 
instead of more. 

Mr. CoLLINS: It would be if it were not 
for some of your speeehE>s that havc been 
eirculated. 

l'.Ir. GUNN: Speech after speech has bocm 
delivered at the Trades Hall here advocating 
tho repudiation of war loans. One man got
up in the Trades Hall and said. "Never 
mind. \Vc will not i·opudiate the loans, but 
we will not pay the interest " l would lib' 
to know what is the differcnco-thov have 
got your money and they are going "to pay 
n:J jnb-rcst on it. They say, • Do-wn with the 
capitalist and the people w,bo have got 
money," and yet when they get hard up they 
rmh about asking them to lend them money. 
I a,rn taking this seriously, because the 
Labour party havc been running this Stat{' 
for a considerable time, and I am afraid 
that, just as Mr. Lane who went to South 
America was for years held up as an example 
of the failure of socialism, so Queensland is 
going to be held up for all time as a fright 
ful example of socialistic enterprise. 

Then this wonderful Government talk 
about the producers. They say they would 
like to do this for tho man on the land, and 
thcv would like to do that. What have thev 
dnJJe for him? If you look at your own 
ag-ricultural reports you will find that over 
6,000 people fewer wore employed last yeat· 
than the year before on dairying and agri
cultural farms alone. 'Where are they going? 

[M.". Gunn. 

The,- do not get away out of Australia, and 
I d; not suppose they are the unemployed. 
They come to the cities and take the posi
tions of wharf Jumpers and others, because 
they arc better vyorkers than the men who 
have been reared and nurtured in the cities. 
Tho conso<Juonco is that somebody else is 
out of a job. No wonder we have unem
ployed! vVhat have the Government done 
for the producers? They have raieed his 
rent. They have put on a land tax. Those 
are both thing;; to help him along. They 
have raised his railway rates two or three 
times. They have raised his income tax
another thing to help him along. They 
charge 6 per cent. on the price of his seed 
wheat, whilst the storekeeper gives him seed 
wheat and lets the payment stand over until 
the crops ripen. The Government make him 
sign a most absurd document. He has to 
devulgo his private affairs and give thorn a 
sccuri ty over everything he possesses and 
pay 6 per cent. in addition. The Govern· 
ment buv corn at 9s. and retail it to the 
farmer at 15s. Under a Liberal Government 
we used to get a rebate of 33~ per cent. of 
railway freights on starving stock. That is 
abolished now. and all we get i" a rebate 
for a few weeks or monthe, but we have to 
pay tho whole of the rates. and the whole 
of the increased rates. Then they com
mandeer the settler's meat. They do not 
allow him to send his stoek over the border 
to New South \Vales. All these arc ways of 
encouraging the farmer. vVhcn Labour took 
office in 1915 the direct taxation-and dired 
taxation nearly alwa':s falls on the producer 
-was 28s. 2d. per head. In 1916 the:,- had 
raised it to 42s. 9d.. in 1917 to 46s. 9d., in 
1918 to 52s. 2d., and in 1919 to 80s. By 
these 1ww-fangled scientiftc taxation Bills 
they aro going to raise it another 20s., which 
will make tho burden 100s. per head in 
direct taxation. rrhat is ·not assistu.nce to 
the man on the land. 

Now, I want to touch on State enterprise, 
beca,usc tlw keystone of the policy of the 
Labour party, the battle cry of socialism. is 
State enterprisF ; everybody under socialism 
wa'· to .d_o a. fair share and nobodv "\\as 
to do an unfair share. \Vo were to "distri
bute the good things of this world e<Jnitably. 
and we were all to be far happic'r. Wbat is 
t)1c l'f~-s-ult! Chaos and unon1ploymont and 
all sorb of other things. ~When the Govern
mont took pos5ession of the railwa' s tho,y 
\Yore a paying concern; last year tho loss 
was £1,418,473. L:nder the Dcmham Govern· 
ment the average earnings per 01nployee 
was £102 lls. lld. ; now thcy h a.ve decreased 
to £17 3s. 9d. In ]\;'ow South \Vales the 
railways ~un 3s. per train mile. the Vic
torian railw<Lys earn 3s. 3d., the Queensland 
railwavs 7d. Is that not a terrible differ
cnoc? "The rev-enue of the railways increased 
from July, 1914. to Jnly, 1919, by 9 per 
r·Jnt.; the expenditure by 56 per cent., during 
the same period. Tho train miles decreased 
bv 2,000,000; the number of permanent 
crnployees increased by 33 per cent. If that 
is not a frightful example of railway man
agement, I do not know what is. The Min
ister for Railways was sent to America and 
England to find out how to manage rail
ways. He was interviewed in London, as 
reported in the " Standard" of let August, 
1919:

" These were the words of 11r. J. A. 
Fiholly, the Queensland Minister for 
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Railways, in an interview with theThRt is their own statement; I do not know 
London ' Daily Herald' representative 
just before he left England. ' And is it 
possible to run fast trains without com
petition?' Mr. Fihelly was asked. 
'Don't you lead me on to brag,' he 
replied, with a smile, 'but the truth is 
that our railways can give points not 
only to yours but to America's'. The 
excellence of our railways is partly due 
to the eight-hour system.' " 

1)0 hon. members think for one moment that 

Dur railways are superior to the English or 
American railways? 

Then, again, time after time the present 
Agent-General, 1\1r. Hunter, used to move a 
resolution about reducing railway freights 
and fares. On one occasion, as reported in 
" Hansard" of the 28th October, 1914, page 
1563, he said

"Again, I contend that tho incidence 
of taxation is not fair-that it falls on 
a section of tho community, and that is 
borne out by a review of the freights 
charged on ~ur railways. Fully 15 per 
,cent. is added to the cost of living of 
rural residents compared with city resi
·dents, and the investments and enter
jwises of the State with regard to rail
wa vs should not be borne bv those who 
rcs1de at long distances from tho cities, 
and if no other course can be adopted, 
then the zone system should be inaugur
ated." 

·On another occasion either he or one of his 
late colleagues in the Ministry moved the 
adjournment of the House to call attention 
tn the high fares and freights. \Vhen they 
got into power. in t.he first Financial State
ment of the Labour party in 1915-page 1273 
·of H HuPsard"-the Treasurer saiJ~ 

" Tho return have been abolished, and 
the single fares lH•ve been reduced by 4 
per cent. 'rhis cloPs not aJ1ply to fares. 
and season tickets in the suburban areas, 
or to \Vodnncn's \veekly tickets. The 
long di~tance season ticket rates for 
commercial travellers and others have 
also been revised. 'rhcrc has been a 
rension of the rates charged for the 
-carriaQ'e of parcels, and a revision of 
freights, varying frorn 2i per CC'nt. to 10 
per cent. on previous rates on wool, pro
duce, conl, ~oke, minerals, general 
nu~rchandi~e, and on other goods; and 
from 5 per cent. to 20 per cent. on live. 
'lock and log timber, tho rates for which 
have bof~n exceptionally lo,v. In reyising 
the freights, due con,idcration has been 
given to people residing in the interior." 

-.r do not know what "due consideration" 
they over got, but that is ,,, hat the Treasurer 
f'a1d. In the next Flnnnc1aJ Staton1ent. in 
1916-page 1432 of "Hamard"-the Trea
surer said

" rthe railways are expected to earn 
£184,000 more than they earned last year. 
About £80.000 of this amount will bo due 
to the adjustment of rates which have 
boon decided on." 

1n 1917-page 1402 of "Hansard "-the Trea
surer said. in his Financial Statement-

" The railwa:v revenue is expected to 
increase bv £152.000. This includes 
£50.000 which is expected to be derived 
from a 10 per cent. increase in the freight 
on live stock, wool, and minerals, which 
will operate from 1st October." 

1920--6 L 

what other increases they have put on. 
I believe it was the custom in olden tim·es 

when tho newspaper reporters went to a 
Minister. for him to invite them into his 
office and give them whatever information he 
thought fit. I understand that Ministers at 
the present time have not got time to be 
interviewed by tho reporters, and they have 
statements typewritten which they hand to 
tho rcpor~ers. That is a very good Idea. 
Evidently, the statement I am going to road 
"as one of those typewritten statements,
because I noticed it appeared in identical 
words in the different Brisbane papers. The 
"Daily Mail" of lOth December, 1919, con
tained this statement

"RAILWAY FAREs-No INCREASES. 

"There has boon a belief in certain 
quarters that the Government intend to 
increase railway rates and fares, and 
cspcciallv thosf-~ on suburban lines, after 
the elections. This rumour was emphati
cally denied by tho Minister for Railways 
(1\Ir. Fihclly) yesterday. 

" ' \V e prefer to give the people in the 
countrv a fair deal,' Mr. Fihelly said. 
' This Government has not raised freights 
and fares to speak of during tho last 
four and a-half years of office, and has 
no intention of doing so. \Ve conld have 
a surplus to-morrow if we followed that 
policv. \Vc prefer to have a deficit and 
not to increase fares or freights." 

The han. gentleman gavo another statement 
t-J the "Daily Mail" on the same day

" IT'S A LIE. 

"RU~IOliRED SuPER TAX. 

'" ' It 1nay nut be a 1nalicious lie, or. a 
deliberate lie, but it certainly is a he. 
I will giYe it the benefit of the doubt,' 
said Mr. Fihclly yesterday when ques
tioned in refert'llCe to a statmncnt appear
ing in a Brisbane paper to the effect 
that the Government intended to impo,~e 
a super tax of 25 per cent. on mcomes. 

The "Courier" of the same dato-10th 
December last-contained this statement

" BuDGET A?\D GAP. 

"1IR. FIHELLY'S STATElVIENT. 

"The statement given by tho 'Courier' 
yesterday that a rumour was current m 
well-informed Labour circles that one 
rea,son "·hy the Budget v. as not submitted 
before the House rose was that the ca ucns 
intended to impose a super bx of 25 per 
cent. on incmnes, vYas denied by the 
Acting Premier yesterday. 

" Tho attention of the Minister was 
also directed to a persistent rumour, that 
it is intended, after the elections. to 
impose e1 30 per cent. increase on rates 
and fares, but this also he denied. The 
Government, he said, had ' not raised 
fares and freights to speak of dm·ing the 
last four and a-half years of office, and 
it had no intention o(doing so. It would 
ha,·e a surplus to-morrow if it followed 
thnt policy,' he continued, and added, 
'\Ve prefer to haYe a deficit and not to 
incroa·,e fares and freights.' This matter 
was aleo submitted to the Commissioner, 
who replied that he had no information 
on tho matter." 

In the face of such statements whore is our 

Mr. Gunn.] 
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public moralitv 9 Where is the veracity of 
our public men? \Vhy should we cloak the 
mattor ? The Federal elections were coming 
on.' but there was no. occasion to say any
thmg; but, wbon deliberate statements of 
that sort are made and we afterwards find 
they are untrue, we lose· faith in the people 
\Yho n1ake those statcn1ents. 

I will now leave the railways; there are 
plenty of other hon. members who will have 
something to say about the terrible state 
our railways are getting into. \.Ye must 
remember that Canada and the United 
States of America were built up by private 
railways, and Great Britain too. The men 
who work on those privately-owned railways 
are JUSt as satif:ficd as the men who are 
1vorking on our Que<;nsland Sta.te-owncd rail
\Va_J'S. The 111011 who are working on the 
pnvately-owned tramways in this city are 
JU~t as happ)'· as tho:Se "\Vho are working on 
our State railways, and they arc some of the 
best erup!oyees m th1s State. Thev have no 
fcaF of Yictirnis""'ltion because of their po1itical 
he!refs or unbeliefs; but in the State rail
'>;:a~v RCrYif'c there are all sorts of discontent. 
I do not ":Jlposo I shall live to sec1 it, but 
the tnne \Yill con1c \Yhen our raihva vs \Vill 
be let, or leased, or sold to privat~ com
pameo. The GoYmnment of the day may 
fix the fares and frmghts, but under private 
rnanagement the railways wlll give passen
gers more comfort and consideration, and the 
workmen wrll get on better and have better 
conditions th"n they now have under the 
system of political patronage. 

Mr. ·WEIR: Is that what your party stand 
for-selling the railways? 

Mr. GUNN: The next matter I wish to 
deal. with are the State butchers' shops. \V e 
~re mformed that the net profit for the vear 
IS £;J6,9~8 Os. 4d.-a profit of !d. per' lb. 
Consrdermg that they get their meat at 3d. 
and 3~d. per lb., while private butchers 
have to give ever so much more and tho 
Imperial Gm·ernment have to pay 4~d. per 
lb., rf the State shops cannot show a better 
profit than !d. per lb., then it is a sorrv 
state of afl'ai rs. We are told that th~ 
average price charged over the counter is 
about 5d. per lb. As thev commandeer the 
meat at 3d. and 3~d. por lb., it will be seen 
that it costs the customer nearly 100 per 
~cnt. n1orf'. There wa" an agrC'cnicnt entered 
mto between tho meat companies and the 
Gov~'rnmont. I think the pastoralists and 
grazwrs should have been consulted, but they 
were not consulted, and the Government 
madE a contract. with the meat companies, 
and ra1sed the pnrc' of meat. to the Imperial 
Go,-cnmwnt. to 4~d., but took it for them
selves at c~rl. The contract was about to 
run out, and the Premier a.sked some of the 
grazic1·s and meatworks the other day for a. 
renewal of the agre""nlent for another five 
yc.ors. The ag-reement \Yas for the period of 
the \Ylir and three months afterwards which 
is up in about March. Then he ~ade a 
stipulation that ho would not tfLke less th~tn 
20,000 tons of moat a year, for a period of 
h vo years. The graziers and meat com
panies could not agree to that. in tho face 
of the drought we were going through. No 
meatworks can fix the quantity of meat; an 
arrangement must be on a percentage basis. 
But whv .should tl-rcre be a percentage basis 
Ovr'n '? \Yhy should we not ha.ve the world's 
market for our moat, aP well as for anything 
else? I do not want the people of Queens
land to go short of meat. The wage-earner 

[Mr. Gunn. 

has the world for his market, and can sell hie> 
labour in China, Kamschatka, or anywhere 
else he I ikes. I notice he is not rushing to 
R11ssia, but he could go there if he liked. 
The '·Standard" says that it is the ideal, 
country in tho world. Thev could rush over 
and join the Bolsheviks, bi.1t they prefer to 
.stop here. I think the grazicrs snould have 
the world's market for their produce as wen 
as anybody else. 

l\Ir. COLLINS: Do you say we should accept 
the world's rnarket for sugar 7 

Mr. GC:KN: I am not sure whether we 
should not accept the -world's rnarkct for 
sugar. You n1ust rernemLer that 'vhen you 
are talking about the supply of meat. you 
arn not alluding to a few graziers. There 
are about 40,000 cattle-owners in Quee·nsland 
ownin~ 300 head of cattle. \Yhcn vou arc 
conlnl~nd.ccring n1oat you arc taking" it from 
everybody. You an~ tnking it away from 
the little man as wf'll as the big man. 

::\Ir. COLLIXS: That is too thin. 
J\Ir. :YlOllGAX: It is true. You arc affecting 

the price of a.ll the cattle in Queensland. 

J\Tr. GC:NN: The Premicr, when speaking 
iu l'iorth Queensland..said it was a very 
reasonable demand on the part of the 

Government to require 20.000 
[9.30 p.m.] tons per annum, considering that 

tho graziers could sell their sur
rdus pror!uct 0\'Prseas at 7d. per lb. But we 
havP to compete with the world; meat is 
getting stored up at the other end of the 
world · and I am vorv doubtful whether we
will got 4~d. per lb. }low could we contract 
to sell 20,000 tons of meat to this Govcrn
l11Cnt when oar contract with the l1nper1al 
Gm'ernment c!(}cS not fall in till March next? 
\Ye will have to keep on supplying it. at 
4~d.. and the Government will be takmg 
it at 3d. all the time. Mr. Fihelly, when up 
North. said the cattle men of Queensland 
uwned 10,000,000 head of cattle, but that is 
a rash statement. The cattle amount to 
5,786.744, or about half of what the hon. 
gentl<>man said. Then, again. how do the 
Government make the protit which they are 
talking about'! They stated that they had 
stored a lot of meat for the Federal Govern
rncnt, but. whC'n CYerything was 'vound up, 
it appeared that there was ro storage charges 
due at all. Bv that transaction our Govern
ment collared '£19,000 that did not belong to 
them. The Auditor-General's report on that 
question js very interesting. On page ~ of 
his ron 1rt on State industrial undertakmgs 
for 1917, it is etated

" Regarding the amount of £19,627 Ss. 
4d. shown above as having been received 
from the CcmmoPwealth Gm·ernment, I 
find from the correspondence submitted 
in reference thereto. that it represents 
payment b~, that Goverrmcnt of this 
State's claim for stGrago charges from 
31st December, 1916. to 31st ::\larch, 1917, 
on all frozen meat held in store to order 
of the Commonwealth Governmert." 

Anotlwr paragraph states
" As no payment was made by the 

State butchers' shops t.o the meat com
panies on this behalf, tho amount remains 
a.s a credit to profit and loss account." 

l\io"·· I want to come to the State stations. 
We are told what wonderful pyofits are being 
made on these stations. I took the trouble 
to ask one of the principal actuaries in 
Brisbane, who makes a speciality of income 
tax return intricacies, for his opinion on this 
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ma.tter. and I have got his reply in writing, 
which I Will read to the Committee

" RE STATE STATIONS. 

" In answer to vour request that I 
should give you a general statement 
tending to show what the actual profit 
to the State has been during the financial 
year 1918-19 from the carrying on of the· 
i')tate stations, taking into account those 
Items ?f e;xpenditure which, by reason 
of then State ownership, the stations 
have not been called upon to pay, I 
have to state as follows:

" Before, however, going into the 
actual questions raised, I want to point 
out that, by reason of the fact that· the 
Trad" Commissioner has valued the stock 
on hand ' in accordance with the usual 
practice adopte·d by pastoralists,' he has 
added to his actual trading profit no 
less than a sum of £10,042. He admits 
that as at 1st July, 1918 there were 
included in the stock on' hand 13 800 
calves still unbranded and valued' at 
£1 lOs. each. If these be dele·ted from 
his openin!l' figures for the year 1918-19, 
and assummg that the deaths during the 
year amounted to no more than 3 per 
cent. on the total number, there were on 
hand at 1st July, 1918, adding the pur
:hased stock at purchase price, deduct
mg sales and deaths at average cost, and 
mcludmg the 13,800 and such other calves 
as were branded during the ye·ar at the 
aver':ge cost price of £3 per head. the 
openmg stock would be 112,667 head at 
£572.748. and closing stock 168,665 head 
at 0~792,725, thus showing a gross increase 
m value of £219,977. The publishe·d 
ac~ounts sho\v a gross increase of 
£230.019, or a difference of £10,042. 

" The net profit, as shown by the 
accounts, is thus inflated bv at least 
£10,042, simply by reason o'f the fact 
that at least this amount has been added 
on account of an e~timated increase in 
market vall!e. Of course, this increase 
may be re':lised_, but then, again, it may 
not, and m view of the present con
ditions the probabilities are against such 
realisation. 

" In addition, it must be note·d that no 
amount whatever for direct taxation 
either Fe?eral or State, has been paid: 
nor does It appear that any rates, taxes, 
:>nd workers' compensation and other 
msuranco havA been paid beyond £49 
lOs. 3d. stock assessment and £174 19s. 3d. 
insurance. The workers' compensation 
insurance alone, at an average of £1 5s. 
per cent. on station ".tges only, would 
amount to £300. 
. "Turning_ now to the que:3tion of taxa

twn-assummg that the figures as per 
PI:ofit and loss accounts >ve•re accepted 
without alteratwn by both Federal and 
State Income Tax Departments, and 
that each station was individually owned 
tho direct charges would be- ' 

£ s.. d. 
State stations income tax 7 091 19 2 
Federal income tax after ' 

deducting State income tax 15,283 12 0 
Federal land tax .. . .. . 4,001 10 10 
:Municipal rates, on an aver

age of 4d. in £1 on twenty 
times the rent 3,580 0 0 

£29,957 2 0 

so that the net profit of £43,975 is thus 
reduced to £14,018. ls. lOd. 

"The Auditor-General's report shows· 
that at the 30th June, 1919, the State 
stations account was indebted as 
follows:

£ s. d. 
To the Loan Fund 470,038 5 g. 
To Trust Fund 560,454 011 

Or a total of £1,030,492 6 8 
" Interest has been charged to the 

stations' accounts on an average amount 
of £792,600 for the year. While it might 
be admitted that this interest will 
approximately meet the interest which 
the Government has to pay, it must not 
be forgotten that, by reason of the fact 
that interest paid by the Government 
attracts neithe·r State nor Federal in
come tax, the revenues of this State and 
of the Commonwealth (so far as this 
State is concerned) have suffered to the 
extent of anothe-r £8,000 at least. 

" It will therefore be readily seen that 
the people of this State have had no 
material benefit whateve•r from the State 
managership of stations. In this con
nection it is also particularly worthy of 
note that of 11,384 head of cattle sold 
during the year no more than 704 were 
sold to the State butcheries, and the-se 
were sold at an average price of £9 lOs. 
per head. It is also to be remarked 
that the Auditor-General's reports refer 
to 1,575 head of cattle 'said to have been 
on the road.' '' 

That is the actuary's statement. It wiH 
get into " Hansard " and the Treasurer will 
have an opportunity of criticising it and 
pulling it to pieces in any way he thinks 
fit. I make out the total this way: The 
income tax, shire rates, and land. tax on 
State stations would amount to £29,957. The 
loss through payments in debentures being 
free from tax amounts to £8.000, and tho 
deductions for unbranded calYes totals 
.£10,042. That makes a total of £47,999. 
The net proftt as per tho Auditor-General's 
report is £43,975. That shows a net loss 
in tho management of the State stations of 
£4.024. I found also that tho Government 
only pa;id 7s. 2d: per square mile rent, 
while the average for other stations is 18s. 
11 ~d. per square mile. The stock assessments 
should be 4s. per 100 cattle, equal to, say, 
£377, in place• of the £49 lOs. 3d. which the 
Government pay. The insurance is also 
underpaid. The Government pay no Rabbit 
Board rates, which is a heavy item. They 
have no interest on rabbit netting to pay, 
they do not pav an:v license for licensed 
gates, and they do not pay the maTsupial or 
dingo taxes, which are heavy items. There 
is no license to sell tobacco. The Govern
ment do not belong to any graziers' associct
tion. The State stations arc scab stations. 
Thev do not subscribe to the Pastoralists' 
Association. They are very glad to receive 
any benefits which the State awards give. 
I think I have proved conclusively that the 
State stations are not' paying. They were 
bought on a rising market and there is no 
reason why they should not pay. They haYe 
not overpaid their men, and the-y nso 
aborigina1s like anyDne else. The Govcrn1nent 
have not built many houses for tho men to 
live in, and they· have not spent as much in· 
improvements as they ought to have done. 

Mr. G'unn.] 
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If. they ran the stations in the same way as 
private people arc compelled to run them, 
thoy would have shown a considerable loss. 
In other i!l(lustries they show a similal' 
result. 

Mr. COLLIKS: How do we know that those 
'ligures al'c correct? Are they signed by a 
·cE,rtificated man? 

Mr. GUNJ\i: You will see them m 
"' Hansar·d.'' 

Mr. CoLLIKS : vVho signed them ? 
Mr. GGNN: I will sign them. 
2.1r. COLLIKS: Of course you will, but I 

will not accept your word. 
Mr. BEBBINGTON : \Vhy don't you pay your 

taxes the same as other people? 

The TE~1PORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 

l\lr. GGNN: With regard to the sawmills, 
they refuse to supply fruit c-ases. They 
will not give us any timber, and at the same 
time they are sending· timber to J\iow South 
Wales. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WoRKS: We are 
doiug nothing of the kin d. 

The bell indicated that the hon. member's 
time had expired. 

Mr. BELL (Fas,ifer-n): I cannot allow the 
•acbate on this Financial Statement to close 
without having something to say on it. 
vYhen tho ·G overnrnont dela ved the intro
-duction of the Financial Statement we know 
they were afraid of sonwthing and that they 
wanted to hide something. vVe quite realise-d 
that there was something to hide. There 
was also a Federal ele·ction coming along, 
and tl:e Government knew that it would 

-embarrass them in that fight if they produced 
the Financial Statement and showed to .,~hat 
state the)' had brought the affairs of Queens
land. ThP Trea .,ur.cr hiu1sc~f stated that 
good govE~rnmcnt meant good finance, and 
out of his own mouth this Government stands 
condemued. During· the past few years since 
thcv have been in office thcv have accumu
lated deficits every year. "They increased 
the taxation and obtained an increased 
revenue, but despite that fact we still have 
deficits staring us in tho face. It is pro
posed to raise further taxation to the extent 
of ove1· £1,000.000 from the taxpayers of 
Queensland dnring the next finaucial year. 
The Govorn1nent rnado the excuse that thoro 
\Ya:-3 a \Ya r u11) wbich upset the finances. 
I3ut thi:::, GovPrUDll'nt has not spent a groat 
deal of JllOllev in the nrosccution of the war 
or in thP :3et1:!cmont o~f soldiers They have 
not lnvolvf'cl then1solves in any groat amount, 
so that doe" not ar count for the financial 
embarrassment of tho present Governme-nt. 
l k:::o\.Y they floatt'd a loan in London antl 
the Govcrni1cent tHe proud of the fact that 
the loan \Yas ovC'l'subscribod bY about 
.£2.000,000. That does not show c;mfidcnco 
in the vresent Govmnmcnt at all. vVhy did 
not the Government produce their Financial 
Statcnwnt before thev went on tlJP London 
market? If tho finmiciers of Lond<m found 
that this GovPrmncnt re]mdiated their con
tracts. thr' lm>n would not haYc bcPn ovPr
subscrihed. Thev did not think that the 
Govcrnnwnt woc{]d repudiate the contracts 
thev entered into. and that thev would tack 
it on to a money Bill, as they ·are doing on 
this occasion. We know verv well that tho 
Council cannot amend that ~Bill, and that 
they will have to pass it in toto or reject it 
in toto. They cannot amend a money Bill, 
:cs all hon. members know, and they will 
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have to pass iho Bill or reject it. and that 
is not a Yery fair thing· to ask the Council 
to do. \\"hen the present Governmont came 
into power. we were led to belicYc that thPy 
were the friends of the workers. an<l that 
the millenium was close at hand, that we 
would have a contented peop!f,, and that 
thev would hctve more money to spend. But 
the fact is that, though wagc·s have been 
increased, ther~ has boon more industrial 
unrest in Queensland under this Government 
than under anv other Government we have 
had in the State, and more unrest than there 
has been in any other part of Australia. 

Mr. CARTER : That is not true 

Mr. BELL: It is absolutely true. When 
the present Govern1nent ca1no into po\ver we 
wPre told that indnstrial difficulties would be 
settled. and that wo should have a contented 
body of workers in the State. The matter 
of industrial unrest is one that has been 
engaging the attention of a gre,J,t many 
minds. not only in Queensland and Australia, 
but right thcoughout the ~world. 

Mr. O'SULLIYAK: There is grenter Ulll'G:)t 

in England than there is in this country. 

I\![r. CARTEH: There haYo been more strikes 
and loHcs in the other St"tcs than t.hero 
have been in Qucf~nsland. 

Mr. BELL : I do not think that is thu 
case. ln 1913 we had S8\'enteen industri<ti 
disputes in Queensland; and in 1918 wo ha _l 
eighty-four. 

:vir. CARTER: Hmv about the other States' 
T'llt'l'C was n1oro in-dustrial unre-st in the 
other States. 

Mr. BELL: I cannot give the· figures for 
the other States, :mt tho han. member can 
look u;1 " Knibbs " for hin1self, and givu 
the fi<TUres to the Cornn1ith~c. ~o ono 1v-ill 
obj0ct' to a fair day's wage bc_ing paid for <1 

fair dav's \VOl'k. but our (?xpencnce bas been, 
e::;pccia lly among Governtnt:nt (~n1ployeo~. 
that \Yorker-s do not ahva ys g1n-• a fa.Ir -days 
\York for a fair -day's pa):. Such co11Jit.ions 
~annat ~ontinue. It dot>s not matter \Yhat a 
m::.tn is paid, w:hcther lOs. or £1 per day, so 
long as he gi-n•s a. fair rctnrn for tho \Yag,J 
ho rcc(~ivcs. 

:\h. \VEIR: Yon don't kno-.~~ of your own 
kno\vledgc that the >.Yorker doc.:; not give a 
fair return for the wagp he receives? 

:Mr. BELL: I do not know of my own 
knowledge, but I know· that thut is what i.3 
gencrall~- ;.tatcd, and I ha>.e had sor;-1e E'XlH?l'l

encc of ihe 1nattcr in n1y own distnct, whc~·o 
sornc public buildings have been erected. 
During the pl'ogrcss of erection n1an~~ things 
in connection with those building" ha,·o been 
cut out and ehcapc~r things :3Uh~titntt'·d. rJlhat 
has bappnwd in m:c own district with refer
ence to schools, end the same kiiJd of thing 
1.s going on right throughout Queensland. 

Mr. C\RTER: Does not that apply to 
contractors, too? 

Mr. BELL: I -do not kno\1~ that it dol's. 
Acraln. I >.You1d point out that ::-incf' thr! 
pr~sent Govcrnrnent can1c into power there 
has been nwrc unemployment in Q,ucpnsland 
than at any other time, and that this uBcm
ploymcnt is on the increase. I know that the 
Go~crnmont are blaming the dry >veathcr for 
the unemployment. 

Mr. CARTER: Don't vou think that the 
drought causes unemployment? 
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J\lr. BELL : It does to some extent ; but 
th<:> action of the Government is such that 
thNe is no sta bilit': and confidcnc0 in the 
country, and that causes unemployment, so 
that the Gm·ernmcm are responsible. The 
Government have not carried out their 
pron1ises in several respects. 

:Mr. CARTER: "\Vhat promise have the 
Government broken? 

J\Ir. BELL: The,- have broken several 
prmuiscs. I do not ~think it is a fair thino· 
for the Government to shirk responsibility i~ 
the way they have been doing. In connec
tion with their loan policy they propose to 
lend n1onev to s-hire councils to carrv out 
road building and other necessarv work but 
they have handed over their responsibilities 
in 1nany cases to shire councils. This is 
espcciall~· the crtse in connection with hos
pitals. Shire councils are 111ade responsible 
for :dealing with any outbreak of an epi
demic, and this has led to the serious 
embarrassment of many hospitals in country 
d1stncts. The monev which is lent to shire 
councils for dealing \vith epidemics has to be 
paid back, and the property owners in the 
~listrict have to fmd ~II the money to pay 
mtcrest and redemptwn. In Now South 
\Vales t11e shire councils have control of the 
roads, but many years ago the Government 
constructed all the main roads, and then 
handed them over to the shire councils, and 
gave them a subsidy towards the mainten
ance of those roads. In Queensland the shirP 
councils have to make roads and build 
bridges. and they get no assistance from the 
Government. That is not a fair thing. 

Mr. CARTER: Thev give the shire councils 
power to tax the property-owners in order to 
get money. 

::\1r. BELL: Yes, but that power of taxa
tion is limited, and the capacitv of the 
people to pay taxes is also limited·: 

One of the most unjust proposals of the 
Go,·ernment is that with regard to the 
increase in pastoral rents. Under the 1910 

Land Act many of the pastoralists 
[10 p.m.] surrendered th€ir leases and took 

out fresh leases, and when they 
did that they thought they had a clear lease 
for a certain tBrm. That is tho great advan
tage with a lease, because the lessee knows 
how to put his improvements down. He 
v;ants a certain term, as he wants to borrow 
monev from the financial institutions to 
enable him to develop his country so as to 
enable it to carry more stock. 

:Mr. CARTER: Have wool and meat not 
incrcasz-d in priC'e '? 

}lr. BELL: Certainly they have. 

}1r. CARTER: Then why should they not 
pa v increased rents? 

:VIr. BELL: That doesn't make any differ
ence to the question of breaking a contract, 
~-'.. contract, once entered into, should be 
canicd out by the Government. If the 
Labour Government entered into a contract 
''"ith a body of unionisto, they would stick 
to it. and not seck to repudiate it in the 
contemptible way they are seeking to 
repudiate these contracts. This is tho only 
GoYernment in the British Empire that has 
committed such an act of repudiation. 

I would now like to turn to that " whit<> 
elephant" known as the railways. \V.e hav'o 

inYcstc-d in our railwa\ s a surn of £42,000,0CJO, 
which is producing about 13s. 9d. per cent. 

:VIr. BHENNAN: The drought is the cause of 
that. 

::Vlr. BELL: The drought is not the cause. 
Mr. BRENNAX: Do you say that seriously? 

Mr. BELL: I do. The hon. member knows 
H•rv mell that the Arbitration Court gramo.! 
incfcased wages to the raitw~ay n1on, and bR 
aleo knows that the department is absolntPly 
overstaffed and probably by supporters of hie 
who were out of a job. 

:VIr. BRENNAN: Does not a drought affect 
the railways'! 

Mr. BELL: Certainly it does to an extent, 
but not to this extent. 

Mr. \VHITFORD: Do you object to the 
increased wages? 

Mr. BELL: Certainly not. What I com
plain about is that therr> arc too many 
ernployc•s on the railways. They .are losing 
HParlv a million rtm! a-half a year, and they 
haYe 'lost three millions and a-half since this 
GoYcrmncmt came into power. \Vith the 
iucreascd freights and far·es the Treasurer 
has told us that hB expects to get £140,000, 
and still have a deficit of £1,300,000. I 
knovv the Government have increased the 
fares and freights all round, but a little 
while ago the:: increased the freights and 
fares on country lines. They made thB 
unfortunate man who is suffering from 
drought bear the burden. No fares were 
increased in citv and suburban areas where 
the people hav~ the best of conditions and 
haYc every means of transport. 

Mr. BRENNAN : Did the banks assist these 
men in the country? 

::vir. BELL: The banks do assist them a 
great deal more than the Government do-cs. 

Mr. ·WHITFORD: And they increased the 
rate of interest. 

Mr. BELL: I do not think it would be a 
very wise policy on the vart of the Govern
ment to build any more lines, vVe know we 
haYe a roving commission travelling all over 
Queensland, and what good are they going 
to do? They have brought in various reports 
and we know very well that tho Government 
have no money to go on with their proposals, 
The Commission are having a jolly good time 
at the country's expense, and the reports that 
they bring in are absolutely useless. They 
are pigeon-holed and probably will never be 
looked at. There is one thing I would like 
to advocate and that is the completion of a 
line which has already been passed by Par
liament. I refer to the line to Mount 
Edwards. Some little time ago the Premier 
"as up there, and. we had a deputation to 
him, and he pronnsed that that ]me would 
be gone on with, but no start has yet been 
made. 

Mr. \YHITFORD: You have vested interests. 
there? 

Mr. BELL: No. 
The PREMIER : You know the reason

absence of materiaL 

:Yir. BELL : I would like to point out that 
the rails and sleepers wore alr·eady on the 
ground, but they were carted away by the 
Government. Fortunately they had some 
sense of decency, because the re.si·dents of 
that district told me that the trains were run. 

Mr. Bell.] 
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at night as the Government were ashamed 
to run them in the day time. I notice that 
the Premier has just stated that there is a 
shortrtge of material, but I would like an 
assurance fron1 him that as soon as material 
is available tho line will be gone on with. 
Some little time ago we had to bring a 
deputation from that district down to the 
lYiinister, because we hoard they were going 
to steal the buildings as well. All the build
ings have been complete•d and the earth
works and bridging too, and it will cost a 
good deal of money to put those earthworks 
into repair again, and the longer it is left 
tho more it will cost. Those' buildings in 
good seasons will be subj·ect tb the risk of 
fire, and it would be good policy on the 
part of tho Government to complete this 
Iinf>, and make it a paying proposition. Many· 
farmers in that district are. anxious to 
increase their ar·ras under cultivation, but 
they do not like to do so, because they are 
some 20 miles from a railway, and as every
one knows it is a very great handicap to 
•carry agricultural produce ov·er 20 miles of 
road which is not in the very best of con
·dition either. 

There is another matter that I woul.d like 
to bring under the notice of the Committee, 
·and that is how nrcessar.v it is to encourage 
production. \Ve know that because of the 
groat war Amtralia has a<xmmulated a big
national debt which will have to be paid, 
and W{' haYC llO hope of paying it unless we 
incrcaoe our production. To do that certain 
prm·ision has to b., made for a dry time such 
as we haYe just gone through. \Ve have in 
the ~fount Edwards district a splendid site 
for a wutm conservation scheme. I ·noticed 
a little while ago that there were only three 
weeks' supply of water available for Bris
bane and many people went short. 

Mr. KIRWAN: They will have to go to 
Mount Edwards eventually for the Brisbane 
·supply. 

Mr. BELL: They will. It is a natural 
site and the Government should take advan
tag-e of it. It would be beautiful water. 
quite suitable for domestic and agricultural 
purposes, but I would hesitate to advise the 
farmers of that district to go in for the 
scheme solely for irrigation purposes, because 
the cost will be fairly great. Tho reservoir 
would hold a groat many million gallons of 
water which probably would not be required 
for irrigation purposes, and to make the 
s.cheme a complete success, some large city 
would have to come in and use the water 
and thereby assist the farmers in the irriga
tion area to pay the interest and rod(~mption. 
Under the proposal there would be nc need 
for costly pumping, as the water could be 
brought down to Brisbane by gravitation. 
'The Treasurer him·so]f paid a visit to that 
site, and I am sure he was greatly impressed 
with the possibilities there. At the present 
time, a survey is being completed of this 
arM, and I trust it will be found entirelY 
-satisfactory. \Ve must realise that in 
·Queensland. and in Australia, we are subject 
to dry spells, and in what better way could 
any Government spend money than ·in pro
viding for water conservation and in 
'Onsuring a good supply of water for their 
·cities and for agricultural and irrigation 
purposes? (Hear, hear!) I would like to 
touch for one moment upon State enter
]Wises, and I would like to say here, too, that 
the Government could probably spend money 
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to much greater advantage to the country, 
for tho development of Queensland, in con
serving water than in some of the State 
entorprises in which they already have 
invested money. I have been dealing in 
station properties for a good number of 
years, and some of the purchases made by 
the Government, although made on a rising 
market, are not going to be good proposi
tions. Take Keoroongooloo, for which they 
paid £140,000. It is recognised as one of 
tho worst runs in 'Queensland, and it has 
broken every person and every company that 
ever has owned it. Yet the Government step 
in, in face of a drought. and pav £140,000 
for it. I could mention seYeral other places, 
but that will suffice to show how public 
money has been expended. 

The HoME SECRETARY: Mention the other 
places. 

Mr. BELL: There is \Yanda Vale. for 
instance, and others, which >vere not ·good 
propo·-itions. I do not think any pri-cate 
individual would pay the price which the 
GoYernment paid. \Yhat about ~1ount 
Hutton, too? 1'\o one has any objection to 
the Government mvning- stations. but I think 
it is a. Yery unfair thing for the Government 
t-J buy stations and make a monc)~-n1aking 
proposition of it. vVhen they boug-ht those 
stations they said, "\Ve want to get State 
stations to supply our butchers' shops." But 
what has been the experience? Very few of 
those cattle ba>·e found their wav into the 
State shops. They have been sold to the 
Imperial Government, and this Government 
havo used them as a means of raising money 
and increasing their revenue. Also, they 
have sold them to New South Wales, and I 
believe one lot was sold to South Australia 
as welL 

Mr. D. RYAN : Do you object to supplying 
meat to the Imperial Government? 

Mr. BELL: No, certainly not. But why 
should the Government say they bought those 
stations to supply their shops, and then sell 
dsow.here' The State Government com
mandeered meat from the pastoralists and 
stockownms of Queensland at from 3d. to 
3~d. when that meat could have been sold to 
the Imperial GoYcrnment at 4~d. It would 
have brought money into Queensland. I 
think it was an injustice to tho stockowners 
of Queensland to commandeer their meat at 
such a price. I might say that that was not, 
as we heard the late Premier say, making 
the pastoralist-; squeaL It does not hit the 
big owners of stock only, but it .hits the 
smaller men too. The man who has a few 
head of stock on his dairy farm or selection 
has to accept the lowest price for it. and 
probably it has taken the broad out of his 
mouth. 'fhosc State stations are not paying 
any rates and taxes to the shire councils or 
to the Government, and they are losing 
revenue in that direction. I am pleased to 
havo had t.hese few words on this Financial 
Statement. I am sorrv the Government saw 
fit to delay its presentation, but I think they 
have had sufficient c6ndemnation from the 
people of Queensland and of Australia in 
the recent election. (Hear, hear!) 

The House resumed. The TEMPORARY 
CHAIRMAN reported progress, and the Com
mittee obtained leave to sit again to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at fifteen minutes 
past 10 o'clock p.m. 




