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Appropriation Bill, No. 3. [6 NovE~mEn.} Additional Sitt:ng Day. 1921 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

THURSDAY, 6 NOVEMBER, 1919. 

The PRESIDENT (Hon. W. Hamilton) took 
the chair at half-past 3 o'clock p.m. 

ADDITIONAL SITTING DAY. 
FRIDAY SITTING. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon . 
. \. J. J onoeo) : I beg to move, without notice~ 
That the Council, at its rising, do adjourn 
until 3.30 o'clock p.m. to-morrow. 

Hm:. P. J. LEAHY: This is rather 
sudden, as the lady said when a proposal of 
rna rriag<-· was n1ade to her. 

Hon. E. v\'. H. FowLES: Are the intentior.s 
honourable·~ 

Hoc;. P. J. LEAHY: The motion has taken 
me completely by surprise. If the 11inister 
wished to have another sitting day, the 
um<J.l cour~o would have been to give notice 
y<>stcrday to that effect. I do nDt know 
what the arrangem(mts of hon. n1mnbcrs on 
this side arc. but I understood yesterday that 
a number of the1n \VCl'P leaving for honH~ 
to-dav and \YoulJ not be hcrP to-rnorro\v. I 
am quite sure that, if it is possible for our 
members to be prc•sent to-morrow, we do not 
desire to inconvenience the Government. It 
may turn out, on the other hand, that a. 
Vd'.Y large number of hon. members may be 
away; and. if that is so, it is hardly .fair 
to ask us to consider the largo number of 
important Bills that will come on to-morrow. 
It \vould be verv much better if the Minister 
would agree to adjourn until Tuesday. vVhat 
occasion is there, after all. for us to rush all 
those Bills through? Does the Minister 
seriously contend that the public interests 
~and. after all, they are the only thing we 
should consider in this Chamber~will in any 
wa.v suffer if we do not sit to-morrow but 
nw~t _again on Tuesday? I think we have a 
legitirnate grievance against the JY1inister for 
not giving notice of this motion. He sub­
mits it to us now after hon. members have 
made other arrangements. It will be no 
inconvenience for me to sit to~morrow, and 
I am perfectly willing to be here; bnt I do 
not know how it will suit the conveni<•nce of 
other hon. members, and I would suggest 
to the :Minister that, with a view to enabling 
us to see whether we can have a full 
attendance to-morrow, he will postpone the 
motion until ·a later hour, and in the mean­
time we can give the matter consideration. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: Knock it out. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am 
qnito agreeable to accept the suggestion. I 
am sorrv the Hon. Mr. Hall has made that 
interjeciion. Tho Hon. Mr. Leahy is not 
quite correct. On 'l'uesday evening I inti­
mated that I intended to take this course 
rather than give notice of motion, and I 
hope the hon. gentleman will not insist on 
my giving notice on this occasion, because 
it is too late to give notice now. Quite 
early in the session I submitted a similar 
motion, and I then informed the Council that 
it was not necessary to sit on Friday for that 
week, and that probably it would not bD 
necessa.ry to sit except on the last Friday in 
the session. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: But we did not agree to 
tha.t motion. 

Hon. A. J. Jnnes.] 
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The SECRET.\RY FOR MINES: If 
tin1e pcrrnitted, I could quote from the hon. 
.,. ntloman'p speech to show that he and 
~thers oppositce agreed to that. I withdrew 
the n1otion bf:~<:ause hon. rnerr1bE~rs on the 
other side said that at that stage the motion 
viaS unner<:>s:?ary, and they would agree ~o sit 
on Friday, if necessary, at the end of. th_e 
session. I am tho judge as to whether 1t lS 

11 eressary. 
IIon. E. \V. H. FowLES: Is this the end 

of the session? 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am 

onl:v r1sking hon. members to sit_ this Friday. 
I withdr{~W the 1notion on a previous occasion. 

Hon. P. J. LEAIIY: Give us a little time 
to think it over. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am 
quite willing to postpone the motion until 
after the dinner adjournment to give hon. 
members time to consider the question. 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: 'rhat was not my 
intention. M:v idea was that the Minister 
should bring it on again before the dmner 
adjournrnent, giving us an hour or two to 
think about it. I am willing that he should 
bring the motion forward agam after the 
fnst speech on the Profiteering Prevention 
Bill rather than postpone it until after the 
dinner adjournment. ·It will be quite suffi­
cient if the hon. gentleman will agree to 
move it before 6 o'clock. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am 
quite prepared to do that, and I therefore 
ask leave to withdraw the motion for the 
time being_ 

Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 

QUESTION. 

UNCLAIMED DEPOSITS IN GOVERNMENT SAVINGS 
BANK. 

HoN. E. \V. H. FOWLES asked the Secre­
tary for ~J:ines-

"1. \Vhat is the number of depmitors 
of unclaimed deposits of .-alue of · £2 or 
over in tha Government Savings Bank! 

" 2. 'What v. as the total amount of 
unclaimed deposits in the Government 
Savings Bank on 30th June, 1919'!" 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES replied­
" 1. 1, ug, being 0.4 per cent. or the 

total number of depositors. 
"2. £16,450, being 0.1 per cent. of the 

total arnount to credit of depositors." 

PAPERS. 

The folio" ing papers were laid on the 
table. and ordered to be printed:-

Report of the Director of Labour, and 
Chief Inspector of Factori·c's and 
Shops for 1918-19. 

Nineteenth report of the Bureau of 
Sugar Experiment Stations. 

Report of the Department of Agriculture 
and Stock for 1918-19. 

Report of the Department of Public 
Works for 1918-19. 

APPROPRIATION BILL, No. 3. 

FIRST READING. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
MINES, this Bill, received by message from 
t•he Assembly, was read a first time. 

[Hon. A. J. Jones. 

SEC'OND READING. 
The SECR'ii:TARY FOR Mil\'ES: 

to mon·-That the Bill be now read a 
time. The Bill covers a period of approxi­
mately two months. extending to the rniddlc 
of J 1nuary next. The appropriations ask~~d 
for are £1.400,000 from the Conwlid .. ' cd 
Revenue Fun-d, £250,000 from Trust an-d 
Special Funds, and £600.000 from th<e LoaYJ 
Fund, ma.king a total of £2,250,000. Although 
the Treasurer has not yet delivered his Finan-­
cial Stat ·ment in the Assembly, full d' tail' 
of the revenue and expenditure from the 
various funds for the quarter ended 30th 
September last, together with the diopo.sal 
of the caoh balances at the same date, have 
been published. Revenue and expe'1diture 
for the month of October under the main 
heads have also been published, so that infor­
mation in r-egard to the pu blio finances prac­
tically up to date is available to hon. gentle­
men. I think the debate yesterday proved 
that. Hon. gentlemen ha-d a great deal of 
information on the subject, and I was ab!€ 
to give a good deal of information in reply 
to the criticisms of hon. gentlemen opposite. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHOR)f: You were not 
_ L 1 _ , r , , 1 • 
<tiJlt-_~ IU LelUU~ i:ill,)'Llllllg. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It is­
thcrefor·e idle to say that the Government 
arc adopting the policy of " hush" as was 
stated yesterday, or that anything has been 
kept back from hon. gentlemen because the 
Financial Statement has not been presented 
to the Assembly. 

Hon. T. C. BEIRXE: \Vhy haBn't it been? 

The SECRETARY FOR MII\ES: I rcncat 
that the Assemblv is the House in "hich- the 
Financial Staten;cnt is delivered, and not 
this Chamber. Had the Financial Statement 
been delivered last week, hon. gentlemen 
would have had no further information than 
what has been already published. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: That is 
ridiculous. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: How­
ever, the session will not end this week. 
There will be a short adjournment for which 
good reasons ha Ye a1ready been v,ivon; and 
no doubt the usual time will be taken in the­
A,sembly to discuss fully the Financial State­
ment. This Council had a fair discussion 
on the state of the finances yesterdaY, anc; 
I am in hopes that the second reading of 
the Bill may be carried with little or no 
discu,,.ion, so that \vo may get on with publie 
businos , and dispose of the important Biiis 
whieh have come to us from the Assembly, 
and that we may pass some of the legislation 
that the people of the State arc looking 
forward to. 

I-I on. E. W. H. FOWLES: Then why seck ic· 
ndjourn Parlia1nent? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We can 
pass the most important legislation that is 
novv on the business-paper, an.d adjourn "\Vith­
out any inconvenience to the people of 
Queensland or to ourselves. 1 trust the Bill 
will be passed with little or no discussion. l 
think I have given sufficient information_ 
Y estercla:v I gave reasons for the adjourn­
ment of the Council at the end of thio week, 
if possible, or e<nly next week. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I am very 
doubtful realh- whether we should ;-<tss 
this Bill. The· hon. gentleman, on t,h£ 15th 
October !ast--

Hon. G. PAGE-HANIFY: I bet you me not 
game to throw it out. 
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HoN. A. G. C. HA W'TI-IORJ'\: The hon. 
gentleman is a great bettor, but he is not 
game to back his opinions. He is 11 rrreat 
advocate. of 6 o'c1Dck closing, but, ,vhe~ we 
brought m a Bill embodying that principl<', 
he \\HS not there. On 15th October last the 
GoYernment got two months' Supply, and 
that should carry them on till the middle 
of December. Now the Minister comes along 
and says, "We want Supply to carrv us on 
till the middle of January, and for that pur­
po.o we want to double the monev we asked 
for for a two-months' Supply." ·How does 
that happen? On 15th October the hon. 
gentleman ask<xl for £800.000 from the 
consolidated revenue. To-dav he asks fo;· 
£1.400,000 for a three-weeks' Supply. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES : How do you 
make it out that it is for three weeks" 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: The Govern­
m:;nt have got appropriation up to the 
Imddle of December, and that will only 
leave the period from the 15th December to 
the 15th January as the period for which 
Supply is provided in this Bill. That is, 
thirty days, nnd for those thirty days the 
Government want the nght to spend 
£1,400,000 from the Consolidato,d Revenue 
Fund, £250,000 from Trust Funds and 
£600,000 from Loan Fund. On the b~sis of 
£800,000 from consolidated revenue for two 
months, £1,400,000 should be for nearly four 
months, and if we pass this Bill that will 
enable the Government to keep the House 
111 the dark right up till April. The pro­
positiOn. IS an _extravagant Oll{:\ but it is quite 
m keopmg with the financial system of the 
GoYernmcnt. Therefore, I question whether 
we ought, ':lnder present circurnstances, to 
pass the Bill. At &nv rate I think the 
Minister might modify 'the Bill by reducino­
tho amount. The hen:' gentleman stated that 
the Estimates are going to be laid on the 
table in the Assembly. But when? Shall 
we got any Estimates before Parliament 
rises? 

The SECRETARY FOR Mr::-ms: Why do you 
si<Lvishly follow the opinions of the Opposi­
hon m the A'sembly? 

IIo~. A. G. C. HA WTHOR::'-1: I do not 
know what was said in the other Hou'e as I 
have not rea~ the debate which took 'place 
there, either m the newspapers or any,,,here 
ol~t'. 

. The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The Opposition 
111 the Assembly moved an amendment and 
your remarks and their. amendment ag;·ee. 

HoN. A. G. C. HA WTHOR::'-1: That shows 
thu t they recognise, as we do the financial 
incapacity of the present Go~ernment and 
that /ST<'at minds think alike. I cono-ratulate 
the Opposition in the other House o~ takin« 
thA same view of this matter as we do. Thi~ 
Hous<>. at any rate, should have some 
further information as to the way that 
£1,400,000 from consolidated revenue Is to bo 
spent. as to the way the £250,000 from Trust 
Funds is to be spout, and as to the wav that 
£600,000 from Loan Fund is to be ·spent. 
We know that the Loan Fund Account is in 
a dcplo:·ahlc elate at the present time. The 
Government are spending far more heavilY 
than thev did last year, when they sperit 
over £3,000.000 of loun money. Altcwether 
the Government in this Bill are asking us t~ 
pass £2,200.000, for a two-months' Supply 
they say. If they are going to meet again in 
t,he middle of Janu<lry, thev might esk for 
half that amount, and then in the middle of 
.January ask for a further appropriation. 

The demands of the Government, as disdused 
in this measure, are excessive, and they ought 
to be moderated. 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: I did not really 
intend to speak on this question, as I have 
not studied the Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: V1'ell, let it gc. 

HoN. P. J. LEAIIY: Anyhow, I desire to 
enter a protest against the pa&sing of tiw 
Bill, which will give Supply practically till 
the mi·ddle or the end of January. 

Hon. A. G. C. HA WTHOHX: Oh, no ! Tiil 
April uext. 
Ho~. P. J. LEAHY: I mentioned that I 

had not read the Bill, but, according to what 
the Hon. Mr. Hawthorn savs. this Bill will 
giye the Government Supply· till April. It 
is a question whdher wo should net ask tlw 
Government to withdraw the BilL and intro­
duce another rnc-a,:>~uro for a smaller amount. 
I have a strong objection to giving the 
Government Supply till next April. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES: \Ye are n"t 
asking that. 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: The Hon. Mr. Haw­
thorn savs that this amount will enable the 
Governn1ent to carry on till April. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Until January, 

Ho:;:. P. J. LEAHY: In any case, the 
feeling I have about it is that we ought to 
consider very seriously before we pass this 
Bill. If the Minister will not withdraw the 
Bill and get the Government to introduce a 
Bill for a smaller amount, I would suggest 
that we might postpone the further considera­
tion of the measure until Tuesday. It is a 
very serious matter to throw out an Appro­
priation Bill, but it is not a serious matter 
to postpone its consideration, and I think 
the suggestion that we should postpone it 
till 'l'uesday is well worthy of consideration. 
Of course, if the House decides that wo are 
to sit to-morrow, which it has not yet done, 
we might postpone the consideration of the 
Bill till to-morrow. If I desimd to make a 
long speech on this subject it would b'l an 
easy matter to do so, but I would be prac­
tically repeating figures which were given 
yesterday, and I have no dosirQ to weary 
the House by doing that. I suggest that 
some other members should speak on thE' 
question for a few minutes to givE) the 
Minister time to consider the position . 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES in reply: 
The Hon. Mr. Leahy is entirely wrong. In 
moving the SP,cond reading of the Bill, I dis­
tinctly stated that it covers a period of 
approximately two months, extending to the 
end of January. The Hon. Mr. Hawthorn 
is also wrong in saying that the Bill will 
provide Supply till April next. The prQvious 
Appropriation Bill covered a period of five 
weeks only, and the hon. gentleman, being 
an ex-Treasurer, should know that thE;) ex­
penditure is not the same for every month. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: What time does 
this Bill cover ? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Early 
in January. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: But what time­
two months? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes, 
practi~;ally two months. This Bill asks for 
Supply till th.;: middle of January. With 
regard to the statement of the Hon. Mr. 
Hawthorn that the Loan Fund Account is in 
a deplorable condition, I have to inform him 
that we have loan money available or at 

Hon . .A.. J. Jont'~~.J 
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call on short notice to the extQnt of 
£1,298,883. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: How much of 
that is SaYings Bank money'! 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Not 
one penny of that is Savings Bank money. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: \Vhere have 
you got it from? 

Hon. E. IV. H. FOWLES: Where did you 
commandeer it from? 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: \Vc want 
inf6rrnation on that point. 

Th., SECRETARY FOR MINES: Well, I 
rise to give information to the Council. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: It takes a lot 
of dragging to get the information. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
l.J nder Secretarv to the Treasurer has handed 
mq a memorandum showing that the--

Cash balance at the close 
of last month (October! 
\Vas 

Balance of loans due to 
State under agreement 
with Commonwealth, and 
which we are now draw­
ing as required 

Amounte duo by Common­
wealth on account of loans 
to State for expenditure 
on soldier settlement 

Available at call or short 

£368,693 

690,000 

240,190 

notice £1,298,883 
'I'hosc figures show that the Loan Fund is 
not in a deplorable condition, as stated by 
the Hon. Mr. Hawthorn. The position has 
been stated quite clearly. The Appropria­
tion Bill is to grant Supply till the middle 
of January, and not till April, and I hope 
hon. gentlemen opposite will pass th~ Bill. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: The position 
before us is unprecedented. I have taken 
the trouble to look up Appropriation Bills 
in th<o past history of Que,msland, and I 
can find no incident to compare with the 
present situation, where tho Government 
practicallv ask for Appropriation for seven 
months' expenditure, and do not CarQ to dis­
close to the people how they are going to 
spend that seven months' Supply, nor state 
that they intend to het the people know how 
~hey expect to get the revenue to meet that 
expenditure. What will bG the result if we 
allow the Government to go on with their 
present policy? The result will be retro­
spectiYe taxation from th(! beginning of this 
year, and no business man in the community 
will know where he is. It is due to the 
business men of the community that they 
should know what taxation t.hey ar!) going 
to bear during the coming year, otherwise 
they will be in a pretty pickle at the end 
of their financial year. The Gov<)rnment 
say, "\Ve want millions of pounds; we wiJI 
not tell you how we are going to squeeze you 
for it, and we will not tell you what we are 
going to do with it." It is not unti I we 
Q·et the Auditor-General's report that we 
~cc what the Government haYc done with 
the finauc;;s, and how thf'V spent. £170.00'0 
in cash in purchasing I,yndhurst. Station. 
According to the Auditor-General's ~report, 
which is a silent and most astounding witness 
against the Government, that is what they 
have done. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Your troubl(l IS 

that we are so successful. 

[Ho.-.. A. J .. Tones. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Yes, very suc­
cessful in bluffing the people for the last 
four years, but the Government must now 
stage some other picture show instead of 
"cheap food." This is a most serious 

matter for Parliament, because, 
[4 p.m.] if we· agree to the conclusion 

to which tho Government wish 
us to agree, it will mean that a 
Government can go on spending public 
money for practically as long as they like, 
so that practically the whole of the year 
can pass by without the Government's tell­
ing t'JC people how they are spending the 
money. 0£ course, the Minister will say 
that they se-nd out their monthly statements. 
but that only m<'ans that they are showing 
the actual way in whieh the money is being 
spent by merely allotting it to the depart­
rncnts. If rumour is correct, one department 
is already £250.000 behind in an amazing 
fashion, and the Government dare not 
disclose tho facts to the electors. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: You base all 
your argurnents on rumour. 

Ho;>~. E. \V. H. FOWLES: We shall see. 
Rumour proves itself in the pages of the 
Auditor-General's report, and when the 
Auditor-General's report upsets the Govern­
ment, they say that it is not true. Fancy 
making an a' :1ersion on the report such as 
came from the lips of the Minister last 
night, when b.' tried to controvert a state­
ment in two places of a loss of £47,000 on 
one undcrtaki.:g ! 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : I did con­
trovert it. I say there is not a loss. 

HoN. E. \V. H. FOWLES: The· Auditor­
General does not agree with you. 

The SECRETARY FOR :MINES : I do not agree 
with him. Not one penny of the assets has 
been credited. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Fancy the 
Government taking up that attitude· with 
regard to their own Auditor-General­
bludgeoning the policeman! On 15th October 
we were asked to pass an Appropriation 
Bill for two months, giving enough money 
to last until 15th December. Now the 
Government come to us and say, ''Give us 
an appropriation for two months more"­
enough to last them until 15th February, 
according to their own statement. 

An HONOURABLE ME3'IBER: Is not that 
reasonable·'! 

HoN. E. \V. H. FOWLES: It is the most 
outrageous proposition over put to sensible 
men in thi,s Council-that we, who are 
responsible equally with the Assembly for 
the money of the people·, should allow any 
Government to go from 1st July to 15th 
February and not giYe the slightest hint to 
the people how they are spending the 
people's mone-v. It is an unprecedented 
thing. • 

An HONOURABLE :i\'LE~IBER: That applies to 
other Appropriation Bills. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Parliament is 
sitting all the time, but now the Government 
propose to muzzle Parliament. 

Hon. R. SUMNER : You want to muzzle the 
Government. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES : Not at all. 
We want daylight all the time-. All we ask 
for is a statement the Government dare not 
give to the country. They want to get the 
money, put the shutters up, and go like a 
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howling menagerie all over the Common­
wealth. I take the Government's own state­
ment, and it is bad enough. It is outrageous 
that they should wish to go from 1st July 
to 15th February, seven months, and not 
give to the people e-ven a whisper of what 
bey are doing with the money. We should 
be renegades-we should be false to our 
trust to the people-if we· allow the Govern­
nwnt to go on like that without the strongest 
protest in word and deed that the Council 
can raise. I thought the Minister might 
have come along with some excuse about 
the· public servants not getting their pay, 
but that (•xccuFe is swept away from him. 
They will get their pay for the next four 
weeks. If they do not, where has the money 
gone'[ 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : The last Appro­
priation Bill goes to the- second wef:'k of 
?\ovember. 

HoN. E. \V. H. FOWLES: It is supposed 
to go to the second week of December. At 
any ratP, what is the necessity of wanting 
us to give an appropriation Gxtending into 
uext year and then shutting down Parlia­
ment until January? Surely the busine's of 
Queensland is important enough to keep at 
their post Ministers who are paid .£1,000 a 
'"ear each ! Surely there is enough to keep 
members who are paid .£500 a year and more 
at their work! Are they running away from 
then' Jobs 1 \'i e are asked to become con­
'Pirators in this l1nancial orgy. We are 
aske.d to connive at the action of the Govern­
ment by giYing· them a cheque which will 
carry them to next year without asking how 
the money lS to be spent. If we did that 
kind of thing we should deserve to be turned 
down by the people. 

The SECRETARY FOR :MINES : You have been 
turned down by the people. The trouble· is 
that you are not turned in. 

Ho>r. E. W. H. FOWLES: The Minister 
knows that is quite untrue. We should 
deserve• cpnstuc at the hands of all voters 
if we did not at this juncture sav. ".:-.To. 
Before we vote any more, we mtist know 
on behalf of the people how the money is 
to be spent." 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The last appro­
pnatwn, you say. exte·nds until the middle 
of December. It does not. It extends into 
two weeks of this month. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Then why 
a~k Parliarnent to adjourn at once? 

The SECRETARY FOR l\1TNES : It has nothing 
to do wnh the adJournment of Parliament. 
\Vheth01· Parliament adjourns or not vou 
",Vould ha\'(' to pass t'his Bill this week o{' next 
week. 

Hox. K W. H. FOWLES: If Parliament 
sat for a. few \Vceks 1nore, the Treasurer 
could not escape putting his Budget before 
the people. I ~annat find any vear, except 
one year 1n whtch there were. I think. two 
elections and the usual routine was upset 
unt1rely, when the Budget Speech was 
delayed later than November. The House 
rr.et late, and now W<' are asked to adjourn. 
What antics is that to ask Parliament to 
perform before the people-to call us here 
late becau,.e someone is jaunting on the 
other side of the world, and then ask us to 
shut down early in Xovember in order to 
allow members to go about the country on 
a foreign electioneering campaign? · 

The SECR>:TARY FOR Mll\ES : It is in Aus­
tralia. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: It is foreign to 
this Stat.e. From every possible point of 
view. I submit that hon. members will find 
it very difficult to consent to the outrageou~ 
proposition of the Government. If ever the 
Council were called upon to perform an 
important public duty at a time that is criti­
cal, if it were ever e>xpccted to say to the 
GoYernn.cnt, ''Even if :vou can gag the 
Oppos:tlon in another place, even if you can 
muzzle all criticism, and put up the shutter;; 
with one tonch of the Prcrnicr's hand in 
anoth<•r place, nevcrthdess. hero criticism will 
be made. aud in this the last place where free, 
speech eau be heard, you will have it 
heard." it is at the present time. The people 
are making strong objection to this policy 
of getting monPy without letting it be kncwn 
how it is spent. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : That argument 
will apply to Appropriation Bill. ::\o. 1. 

Hox. K W. H. FOWLES: The Gowrn­
ment were not adjourned then. Parliament 
was sitting, and it was possible for anybody 
to ask questions. Unle;, the Press is good 
'mough to ferret it out, or the Ministers like 
to be ,ctraightforward themselves, or unless 
bv some leakage or accident the truth gets 
OL!t to the people, we shall not have the 
slightest inkling of what is going on behind 
doors in the Government's financing, and 
they can go on frorr. now until next Februar~v, 
unless thev like to call Parliament together. 
The Pres; do their best to give the public 
information, but it is only in this Council 
that information can be got ; and I would 
like to ask in that connection whether the 
information that was ordered bv the Council 
a fortnight ago on the motion" of the Hon. 
Mr. Turner is ready? The Minister is sup­
posed to respect the wishes of this Council. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Has the Com1· 
cil respected our Orders in Council' 

Ho:-;. E. W. H. FOWLES: We carrY out 
tht' law. This Council passed a resolution 
that certain information should be tabled, 
and vet the Minister flouted it: does nothing. 
It seems as if the Minister expects this 
Coun( ;1 to sit quiet, vote increased salarif.S 
and extra appropriation. and then go home 
thinking it has done its duty. I. personally, 
at anv rate. decline to take that view of the 
duties of the Council, and I think the 
Minister \\'Ould be well advised to adjourn 
the motion until next Tuesday, unc.1 he can 
see \\hat a travesty of Parliament he is try­
ing to foist on th.is Council. Ho would be 
horrif"ied. His own men would ha,-o sat for 
wed;;:s on end, and spoken for continuous 
all-night sittings five years ago against 
mch a proposition as this. and wey would 
have been justif1ed in doing it. because the 
]Woplc have a perfect right to know. I h":ve 
nu hesitation in finding it consonant \nth 
rny O\VU ronscience to vote against this 
n1ot.ion. At grea,t personal inconvenience I 
'.Yould come to-morrow to expedite the pas­
sage of other Bills if the Minister wants 
them, but I should vote against this Bill 
until the country knows how the rr.oney lS 

going to be epent. or has been spent for the 
f'CYen rnonths of this financial year. 

Ho". R. ReM.:-.TER: The Hon. Mr. Haw­
thorn ,t,ated that Sunply has been granted 
until the middle of December. and the pre­
sent appropriation would last until the 
middle of April. 

Hon. A. U. C. HAWTHORK: It ought le> 
Ulldc-r any rpa.sonable Govcrnn1ent. 

Hon. R. Sumner.] 
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Hox. R. :on;MNER: The facts are totallv 
opposite. In the other Chamber the Trea· 
snrc•r said ho was asking for two m.onths' 
fiupplv to last him to somewhere about the 
>econd or third week in January, when he 
hopes to call the Houses together. If the 
Houses aro to adjourn at all. it might be 
t:onvenient to meet in the second or third 
week of January, and we should make an 
appropriation accordingh·. I think the 
Labour party are stronger in the country 
th<tn ever. not only this State Labour party, 
but also t.h" Fednal Labour party. I think 
the:· will swoop Australia on 13th December. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: It will be "Good-b:.e, 
Australia " if that is so. 

Ho:-<. R. SUNI:\"ER: I think there IG no 
reason why tlw Bill should not pass. 

Hox. F. T. BRENTNALL: It is quite 
n>_'.('es~·-ary to ask onp or two questions about 
tins matter. The n: a !.tor has been involved 
''' a go~d de .d of diplomacy and secrecy, 
a1,d we oo not sePm to be able to get at the 
secret. I uo not know why. If there is 
nothing whatrYer in the public finances of 
the· countJ·y to eouccml, then why can Par­
homeut <1nd the country not be told what the 
ex: act position is? \V c can get no inforrnation. 
Quesbons have been asked here time after 
~nne. Insinuations have bopn n1ade, and 
tcc~let·s haYe bcell put out. but \VC can get no 
r<'-ponsc. The i\linister is absolutelv dumb 
: n the in1port.ant question no«v before us. 
f do not know why it should be so. Thev 
a l'P not the rulers. of the country. 'rhey 
nee here to admm;stcr the affairs of this 
Btatc, and they are rcspon;iblo to the public. 
\\ hy they cannot a':swer questions straight­
f?rwardly and cand1dly, and give informa­
twn that the people who put them where 
they are are looking for, I cannot undor­
·'tand. 

_The SECRETARY FOR MINER: \Ve have given 
aIl the m forma twn required. 

HoN. F. T: BREN!NALL: We cmmot get 
the mf~rmat10n. It 1s no use the hon. gentlo­
Inan us1ng nice fine phrasos. \Vc were trying 
alu;ost the whole of yesterday, and we arc 
try1ng !low, to_ get a statoffient presented 
to Parhament m the usual way settiniT out 
the present condition of tho finances and0 what 
arc the Treasurer's Estimates for the rest 
or the year. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : I was an hour 
and a-half giving the information yesterday. 

HoN. F. T. BREXTNALL: Whv cannot 
\ve;. 1n the usual way, got the Tr"easurer's 
r;;stunates as to the requirements of the 
State for the remammg portion of the vear. 
m· for the whole year? Time afkr "time 
we arc asked to _Yotc large sums of moncv 
o~ accou_nt, and hitherto we have voted them. 
\\ ould 1t surprrsc the Minister and those 
whom he represents here if we were to inti­
mate, when information applied for is 
refused time. after time-and resolutelv 
r~fused as it. 1s in this case-that it is suffi. 
c1ent t_o c~CJtc suspicion that something is 
not qUJte rrg-ht? For the last four years the 
hon. ge!1tlema;; ha,. been becoming practised 
m adnumstrative diplomacy and in the art 
of concealment. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: There is nothiniT 
to conceal. o 

. Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: Why not put the 
1nformabon on the table? 

HoN. F. T. I3RENTNALL: It would be 
better for myself if I kept quiet at the 

[Hon. R. Sumner. 

nresent time: but I '''mnot sit still and see 
~·ita! questions like this treated in the way 
thcv aro being treated by the present Govern­
ment. who ask us to hand over to them a 
lump sum of money that will carry them on 
until the middle of Januarv, and that we 
'""" to trust them with the· expenditure of 
that money without knowing anything about 
the way in which they are going to spend 
it. Is it a reasonable thing, is it a just 
thing for the country, to ask that so much 
ol the countrv's money should be handed over 
in a lump sum, hoius bolus, without any 
question whatever, to the Government, who 
are under the most sacred obligations both 
ir- usage and principle to let the country 
know at this time of the _year what is going 
on. and how the money Is to be expended ? 
If there is something to conceal, wo shall 
know by and by, but we want to know now. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We say there 
1s nothing to conceal. 

HoN. F. T. I3RENTNALL: We are asked 
to hand over £2,250,000 blindfold, so far as 
the objects on which it is to be expended are 
cc.nccr;1ed. Is that a fair way to treat 
rnemlJcrs of Par1iamcnt? Is it a fair ·way to 
heat the countr:c? 

The SECRETARY FOR ]\fiKES: You are raising 
<tn Aunt Sally. 

Hox. F. T. I3RENTNALL: We should be 
doing the proper thing if we absolutely 
rdusod to go on with any busmess unt1l we 
got the Treasurer's Financial Statement. 

The SECRETARY FOR .MINES: \Ye passed an 
Apvropriation Bill a few months ago. Why 
was uot the same argument used then? 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Because we 
\Yero not entitled to the Financial Statement 
then. 

Hox. F. T. BREXTNALL: The country 
is eaacr to know tvhat the Treasurer's Esti­
mate; are for the whole year; and it is time 
that those Estimates were put before Parlia· 
ment. The ordinary practice has already 
been ignored, and we cannot get the shghtest 
inklinrr from th<l Government as to what IS 

tv.king~ place. Let the Government. tell. us 
straightforwardly why the country IS bemg 
put off not onlv from dav to day, but from 
week to week, ·and month to month in this 
wav. And now we are asked to hand over 
n,oiwv to this extravagant-I use the word 
advisedlY-this extravagant Governn1ent, 
giving them enough to can·}" on till the 
middle of Januarv. On that ground I take 
mv stand and ,,;hatever is thought advis­
able, eve~ to blocking the passing of this 
BilL I am prepared to stand by my frrend. 

Hm:. T. M. HALL: The quection h_as been 
fair! v w--ell ventilated, and I take It that, 
thro;_.gh the medium of the Press, and 
through other sources, the people will by 
thi·' time have awakened to the fact that 
wmethino· unprecedented has been done thus 
suddenly bto end this session _of Parliament. 
IIavin" done that much, I thmk the Council 
has do~w as much as it possibly can in the 
matter. vV c are certainly confronted at the 
11ret~ent time with a very serious situatio:r;t. 
The important business of the country IS 

! o be brought to a sudden standstill. We 
are expected to treat something like cig~t 
important Bills that now appear on the busi· 
ness-paper-and the number will be added 
to everv few minutes-in a rational and 
reasonable way. We are told that Parlia­
ment will a-djourn to-morrow, and we are 
expected to pass all this business. And 
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\\ har, for? To enable a number of men to 
·2·o oat and e11gagc in propaganda work in 
cormoction with another l'arliament with 
which we have nothing whatever to do 
r~x_cept as individuals. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Not ncce"arily 
}~morro1v. \V c may con1c back next week. 

Ho~. T. M. HALL: So long as we are 
~i ven reasonable tin1e to conduct our busi­
ness, we arc not prepared to block the 
Govf:t'nlncnt. Attention ha:S been drawn 
omphatically_ both to-da;r and yesterday to 
tlw extraordmary condttrons under which we 

a'ked to pass this Bill without having 
us any evi de nee as to how the monev 

,ts to be disposed of, Ol' what future taxatio;t 
"' likc;ly to be imposed on the people. \Ve 
iJC'C c.· ked to pass this money blindly, and lBt 
the Govcrrnnent loose, I suppose .. to criticise 
this Council and to criticise the Federal Go­
YC'rnrncnt, just because those matters see1n 
to them to be more important than the 
important crisi,, which is likdv to oc~ur in 
a very short ti·me in connt~ct.ion \Vith the 
finance•' of the State, Pc1 ·onallv I am not 
gain'S to oppo&e any Appropriati~n Bill. I 
thlnk it is our duty to critici~-e whatcYer the 
Gm'<'rnmcnt do in matters of this kind, to 
,POlllt out what we regard as unprecedented 
ar·tton n11 the part of the GoYernincnt and 
to t'lPphasi:::e our opinions in such a \Va~ that 
the public may get to know that the G;vern­
nh:nt desire to hide something from them. 
TlH' Govornr~ent have t? take the responsi­
btilty of their own acbon, If thev mani­
putate this ITIDney in any dishonest w~ v their 
-in; will be visited upon them 'by an 
,enllghtenod public a little later. I do not 
intend to yote against the granting of this 
approprwtwn, but I take, this O]lJ1ortunit_,­
<1f prDtesting strongly agau1st th1s unsceml v 
n1c'"hud of bringing the session to a sudde;1 
·conclu-.ion \Vhen we haYe still in1portar1t 
me <mrcs before us, Having made this pro­
test, I hopo the Go,·ernnwnt will realise that 
the affairs of the State an of nara mount 
i_mportancn even \vhcn con1parcd' with th~ 
l'omm Jn'.,,calth elections. 

IIox, P. J. LEAHY: May I be nermitted 
k m'· ke a brief personal explanatio~n? 

'I ;w PRESIDENT: The hem. i!cntlcman 
h,,, ,spoken, Is it the wish of th';; Council 
that the hon. gentleman be allowed to n,ake 
,,. [lC'l''Ottal explanation' 

Ho~OURABLE l'IIEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Ho~, P._ J. LEAHY: I glanced qt the Bill 
vf't'.'l hurrtedly, and vvas under thf\ :mp.rf'-;sion 
that it covered Supply up till April I1ext. I 
find now that it only cO\·ers Su0>plv to the 
n;idclle of. January. which _removes the r.rin­
,c,r~'d portwn of my obJection to passing the 
Blfl to-day. (Hear, hear:) 

Qw c,tion put and passed. 

Co}DIITTEE. 

(Hon. 1L P. 1'uy/or in the chair.) 

Clause 
Ewssed. 

1-" A.ppropriation"- put and 

.Cl •use 2-" Treasurer to pay 1noneys as 
drr~·ctfd by u.:arrnnt "-

HoN, A, G, C. HAWTHORN: He would 
lik<~ a little further information. if the 
Minister was prepared to give it. He under­
c,tood that the Cabinet had been discussing 

the Eshmates, and he presumed that by this 
+-irnP th0v wf'rr' nrRtt.v well settled. \Vhat 
means o(taxation 'was '1t proposed to adopt to 
make ends moot on the Estimates they were 
going to subrnit '? 

The SECRETARY FOR 11Il\JES: He 
would take this opportunity of stating the 
position relating to Appropriation Bill, No, 3, 
both this year and last year. Appropriation 
Bill No. 3. last year proYided Supply t1ll 
J ul~ last. No. 1 Appropriation Bili of this 
yea]: pro.-idcd Supply for August and Sep­
tembc·r. The lion. Mr. H a1vthorn said that 
Appropriation Bill, No. 2, for this year, 
carried them on till the middle of December. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I understood 
:·ou to say that it was a two-months' Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That 
was not so. The Bill gmnted Supply for 
October and about two weeks in November, 
It was, therefore, necessary to pass this Bill 
either this week or next week It provided 
for t\Yo months' Supply from the middle of 
:'\on,mbcr, which would carrY them to the 
middle of J anuarv. Then·' was nothing 
unusual in introducing a No. 3 Appropriation 
Bill in this \H\V. Whether the Financial' 
Stat0ment was Jl'resentcd to the Assembly or 
not, the BiJl mu·t be passed. 1'he sanH~ 
aJ"gurricnt 1ni ght have been used against 
Bill No. 1 01' Bill No. 2 for this year; so 
that hon. members opposite had not stated 
the position clea,rly. Yesterday he replied 
at considmablc length to the same arguments 
that had now been advancc'd bv the Hon. 
l\Tr, Hall and the Hon. J'dr. Fowles as to 
whether the Government had the right to 
adjomn Parliament during the period of a 
scssioE. The adjournment would only be a 
Yerv short one, The Premier statPd vester­
da,; in the Ass0mblv that it was intended to 
ad}ount until 6th January next, That was 
not unprL•cedcnted. If his memory served 
him :night. Parliament had a djourncd for a 
few \Yceks before now and had then resumed, 
The session would not close this week. There 
'vas nothing to conceal. 

Hon, A, G. C. HAWTHORN: \V ill vou tell 
us about the proposed taxation? • 

The SECRETAHY FOR MINES: Hon, 
gcntlcnwn did nDt discuss tht~ Financial State. 
nwnt: it as pn'''-mted in the Assembly. He 
admitted hon. gentlemen were entitled to 
information. Thev based thflir criticism of the 

financi'al position of the Govorn­
[4.30 p.m.] ment ,-osterday on the very 

latest information thev could 
possiblv have. l\Jo later information could 
have been given if the Estimates had benn 
pre<>cnted, Hon. gentlemen had the financial 
position of the State to the end of September 
of this vear. What luter information cou1c1 
they w.;:nt' I-I on. gentlemen know as well 
as I do that we arc on the eve of a big­
Federal election and this is only a political 
cry. A protest has been raised in the other 
House and has been raised in this CounciL 
The opportunity was seized yesterday and 
to-day of rrtaking some kind of attack on the 
financial position of the Government. Regard­
ing the question askf•d by the Hon. Mr, 
Hawthorn, it is not my duty to anticipate 
the Financial Statement of the Treasurer in 
another place. I think notice ought t-o he 
given of <1 question like that. 

l-Ion. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Will you 
answer it if I do give notice' 

Hon . .A. J. Jone.s.J 



!928 Appropriation Bill, No. 3. [COUNCIL.] Appropriation Bill, No. 3. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
hon. gentleman knows very well he will get 
all that information in due course and at 
the proper time. (Laug·hter.) 

Hox. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: The rame 
<-•ld "gags'': "_In due course," and "GiYe 
notice of the question." When we do give 
notice we never have the quMtion answered, 
or we are advjscd to bring- in a motion. 
Motions are brought in and passed. and 
months go by >1nd we get no reply. Th>1t is 
t.he way we >1re treated here. Yet the hon .. 
gentleman expects us to sit down >1nd suffer 
unco1nplainingly. I-Ic has given us no infor­
mation as to taxation, and he shelters him­
sdf behind the stutrmcnt that it is not 
unusual to have a third Appropriation Bill. 
Onr third ApprDpriation Bill last Year 
covered the whole of the expenditure of the 
\'ear after the Financial St>1toment had been 
h~·ought in. \TI.l c corn plain that \Ye are not 
in the position, with this Appropriat·ion Biii. 
of being uble to say what is going to be> tlw 
con-dition of the finances of the State -during 
the next six or seven months. I think we 
arc juetly entitled to enter a protest of 
this kin-d when we see so much money being· 
spent compared with what \Yas asked in the 
other two Appropriation Bills, and knowing 
also thoro will have to bo a still further 
Appropriation Bili-C\fo. 4-vobahly coyering 
the expend1turc for the balance of the year. 

Clause 2 put and passed. 

Clause 3-" 1'reasurr r to be allow ell credit 
for sums paid in 1YilTS1Jnnee of UHLTTant "---

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES : Before the 
f1nal clause is put I wish to emphasise, in 
Committee also, the enormity of the offence 
which the Government are committing at the 
pre~cnt tirne in endeavouring to bludgeon 
this Appropriation Bill through Parliament 
without affor-ding the people >1ny opportunity 
nf knowing ho\v the money is being S}Jcnt. 
This day will h0 recorded a.nd it will be 
remembered against the Government. As a 
matter of fact, the Government know thev 
a cc doing wrong in this and thev arc 
csc'lping from the searchlight of Pa.rli'ament 
as soon as thev Cl1n. Thov d-:ne net let the 
elec·tors know ;vhat is the ~tato of the public 
finances at the present tirne. They are 
shivering in their shoes lost there be ·a run 
on the Government Savings Bank. 

lion. A. SKIR 1 ING: Oh, don't start that! 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: We are g0ing 
to have the Financiul Statement as 'OOn as 
PYc~· . \Ve ran. We are not going to aiiovv 
poiltl(;al -clodgc·y to go on any long~r with­
out a protest. We are not going to allow 
unscrupulous, devious methods of finance to 
be foisted on the electors of Queensland. vVe 
an" going to know what the Labour party 
st,md for. or s1t down for. ·where ure the 
Estimates? Whore is the Treasurer's Bu-clrrct 
for this year? Where are the answers to the 
questions that ought to be on the table of the 
llDuse? The Govornrnont simplv .are actin a 

in the dark and not letting the electors knm~ 
whe;re _the money is going. Now they are 
begmnmg to pay for huge and risky cattle 
stations in cash instead of in 'deb'enturos. 
Why? It is time the public a.slmd these 
questiDns, and it is time a Royal Commission 
was appointed to investigate the finances. I 
know that the Auditor-Geneml cannot go 
behind vouchers. I know that he has to 
take receipts whether thev are in the na.11e 
of John Smith or anybody else, and he 
cannet ask whether the Government got value 

r If on . .A. . • r. J ones. 

for the money or any value whatever, or 
whether it is >1 genuine receipt. It will b< 
sure to be stamped. In these days of 
camouflage and Gordon spies the mmt 
respectable people sometimes may not look 
respectable and the greatest criminal may 
sometimes look like " local preacher-a very 
pattern of respectability. A~ a matter of fa~t 
the Government, by plouglnng along m thls 
way, arc ~irnply making their own grRve. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: And the country'e, 
grave. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLRS: Worse than 
that the·.' are plunging this Statp into finan­
cial' ruin". and they know it. rrhe crisis is 
coming within twelve months from now. 
This is a. day to be remembered. because tlus 
is the only place in which the nefarious 
designs of the present Govenmwnt can be 
hloeke~l. Thev dure not put the facts before 
the electors [}ccause there would bo such a 
C'omplcto exposure, suC'h a howl of indigna­
tion, suf:h a blaze of resentrru~nt through the 
land, that wo would have a. strike of the 
whole of the eledors of Que• nsland. I say 
this now because it will come true. The: 
people of Queensland \vill awake. It is a 
wonder the railway sl0epers do not a\vak~J. 
(Laughter.) 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Some of them are in 
a very loow condition. I know. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: And the liquor 
Government are in a very tight condition 
in rerrard to the finances. I suggest, even 
at thi~ stage, that \Ye con::.ider the unwisdom 
of conspiring with those in a~other place to 
defraud the people of knowmg how then 
money is being Silent. It will be useless for 
us to complain of retrospective taxatiOn next 
,J anuarv if we pass Bills like this. It will be: 
useless' for this Council to lift up n finger 
of protPst ag>1inst back money being ea !led 
up hv the Govemmcnt if we now play into 
their 'bands in this manner. This is the time 
when we ought strongly to protest in word 
and deed in passing this Appropriation Bill. 
Even at this stage T wonld 'warmly oppose 
the third clause and eYer:c other clause of 
this Bill. Everv other rlause is a pitfall. and 
a step downwards to a bottomle" pit. The: 
r•txt Govern1nent, \vhen t,hcy come in. \viH 
f;nd nothing but an t"npty Treasury. and they 
\\ill wonder where th<' money has gone to. 

Hon. G. PAGE-HANIFY: That will be a long 
time hence. 

HoN. E. W. H. FO\'\"LES: It will be a 
very short time before their pockets arc 
empty, and as soon as their po~kets . are 
empty the Government thE>mselves will ree1gn. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHOR~: Not they; you 
will have to kick them out. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Thev will not 
st~y any .longer. As a n:attcr o( fact, thi:; 
Appropriation Bill is the greatest outrage on 
parliamentary decency and procedure thet 
the Queensland Parliament has been sub­
jected to. If there is one proposition tb ,.t 
commends itself to us it is that the Govern­
ment should he straightforward and frank 
with regard to the public finances. The 
money does nDt belong to them. They are 
the trustees, tb" mere cnstodi ans. of the 
people's money in the public welfare. They 
have no right to spend a single halfpenny 
Y;itbout letting the people know how it is 
being spent. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : You do not 
suggest that any mDney is spent without 
the public knowing it, do you? 
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Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: Hundreds of 
thousands of pounds are spent-Unforeseen 
Expenditure and a V a.lidating Bill. Now 
they try not only to fDol the peDple but to 
fool the calendar as well, and say this money 
will only last them up to January. I am 
a.mazed that it will last thorn so lDng. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: It might not yet. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: As a matter of 
fact, under ordinary economical administra­
twn, this amount of money which we are 
asked to pass to-day would easily-as the 
ex-Treasurer said-carry them oYer to April. 
But if thc,y intend to go spending loft and 
right, knowing that the money is not theirs 
but belongs to the taxpayers, it will not last 
tl:cm until Christmas. I still beg leave to 
think-and without the slightest trace of 
hPsitation--that the Council would be doing 
their duty in rejecting this ApprDpriatiDn 
Bill. I still Leg leave to think that the right 
<"ourse, the obvious course of duty, is not to 
lend ourselves to the schemes of another 
place, but to do our duty here fearlessly and 
in "<corn of any consequences. There is 
nothing that can happen to the public ser­
Y ice. They will get their money, unless the 
Government have spent it, and find they 
h&vc not got any and \van! to dip into this. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: The Bill is no good 
in that case. 

HoN. E. W. H. FO\;v-LES: Perhaps that 
i> the reason of the Government panic at 
the prc,cnt time. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : It is a good 
thing the Governn~ent do not take you 
seriously, and neither do the people. 

lioN. E. W. H. FOWLES: The people will 
takf~ the Government seriouslv, there is no 
doubt about that. Soon you will not be 
able to shake a sixpence out of the pockets 
of the taxpayers if you hold them upside 
uown. I am ,oomewhat amazed at the Go­
vernment bringing in this propo~ition, because 
it i' a rope round their own necks. I will 
beg leave, even at this stage, to divide the 
Council on the matter, so that we might see 
"here the Government stand. 

Question-That clause 3 as read stand part 
of the Bill-put; and the Committee 
divided:-

In division, 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Before 
the division is taken I ask the ruling of the 
Chairman as to whether the amendment is 
in order or not. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FOWLES: Tho·c Js no 
a1nendn1ent. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Well, 
as to whether we are in order in dividing on 
this clause. 

The CHAIRMAN: I will deal with the 
point of order later on. 

Hon. 

CONTENTS; 16. 

T. C. Beirnc 
T. M. Hall 
..:\. G. C. Hawthorn 
.T. Hodel 
A .• T . .TonPs 
P .. T. J"cahy 
L. 1lcDonald 
E. D. Miles 

Hon. T. );evitt 
(). F. ~iehcn 
T. ;r. 0'8hea 
G. Page.Hanify 
E. H. T. Plant 
A. Skirving 
H. Sumner 
A. H. Whittingham 

Tellers: Hon. L. McDonald and Hon. T. Nevitt. 

NoT-CONTI<~NTS, 9. 

Hen. F. T. Brentnall Hon. A. Gib"0n 
.T. Cowlishaw C. F. Marks 
G. R. Curtis A. H. ParntJ<, 
R. Fahey H. Turner 
E. W. H. Fowles 

Tellers: Hon. E. '\V. H. Fowles and 
Hon. A. H. Parnell. 

Reeolved in the affirmative. 
The CHAIRMAN: With regard to t'ho 

point of order raised by the Secretary for 
Mines. it appears to me that there 1s no 
rround for the point of order. In any c""e, 
t·hC' c1au~c is carrie-d, and it is not nr:_cessary 
for n1e to give any decision on the po1nt. 

On clause 4-" Short title"-
HoN. K W. H. FOWLES moved that th<o 

word "Appropriation" on _line 40 be 
omitted, \vith a view to inscrt1ng the word 
d l\llisa,ppropriation.', 

The SECRETARY FOR :MINES rose to 
a point of order, and asked the ruling of the 
Chairman as to whether the amend:m•nt was 
in order, seeing that it was a friYolou:" 
amendrneltt. 

Th" CHAIRMAN : The amendment is not 
jn order. as in my opinion it is a frnrolou3 
arncndn1cnt. 

Clause put and passed. 

Preamble put and passed. 

The l'ouncil rPsumed. 
reported the Bill without 
tlH· rvport wa:-:, adopted. 

ThC' C1HAllL\! A~" 
arnendrnent, and 

TH!RD READING. 

On tlw nwtion of the SECRETARY FOR 
?.fiNES. the Bill was read a thll'd tmw and 
p<!SSP<l, ~nd the title was agreed to. 

}/[ESSAGE TO A_SSEMBLY. 

The SECRETAHY FOR :'di;'\;ES: I 
move that the Bill be returned to the 
Assembly with the following mos,ago :-

"Mr. Speal~er,-
" The Leo·islative Council having this 

day agreed "'to the Bill, i':'tituled 'A B1ll 
to Authorise the AppropnatJOn out of the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund of Queens­
land of further Sums of Money towards 
the Service of the Year endmg on the 
Thirtieth Day of June, 1920,' b<cg now 
to return the same to the Legislative 
Assembly without amendment." 

Hox. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I think 
this is too iml!orta;nt an occasio1_1 o~r vv~1ch 
to return the B1ll with a message m t.Je u,ua.l 
form. Cnusual circumstances have happened 
in this case. and I think we should mt1rnate 
to the Assembly that we protest most strongly 

against the non-productwn of the 
[5 p. m. J Financial Statenwnt and . the 

Estimates before we go rnto 
rece,s. I move as an amendment that to the 
message there be added the words-

" But the Council protest most strongly 
against the inno_vation of the _Government 
in not supplymg to Parhament full 
Estimates and the Financial Stat~·rrH:mt 
showing the condition of the finances of 
the State, as is usually done before the 
end of the year." 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I cannot 
allow the amendment , to be put . without 
making some reply, although I treat It rather 

Hon . .A. J. Jnnes.] 
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light]_,.. The Gm·ernment can afford to treat 
it lightly. For two days we have discussed 
the financial position of tho State. Yester­
day the whole day was spent on the motion 
ntOvf'd by the Hon. Nlr. Curtis, and hon. 
meJ_nbcrs had a fair opportunity of placing 
their views before the people. I know that 
that was their intention. Th~ amendment, 
I say, can be treated rather lightly by the 
Government, because there is nothing to hide. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Wh:r hide it? 

Th~ SECRETARY FOR MINES: We are 
hiding nothing at all. 

Hon. _A. G. C. HAWTHORN: You are hiding 
everyt.hmg. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Not at 
all. I stand as ono of those who are per­
fectly satisoed with tho action of the Go­
vernment in this matter, and I am quit~ 
candid enough to say that I agree to the 
adJournment of this Council and the other 
B;ouse over the Federal or Stat~ or any other 
kmd of ekctwn. oven a referendum on a 
,·ita! question, so that tho public men of th~ 
State can place their views clearlv before 
the peoplei 1\:ot onlo: Labour members, but 
hon. JTien1 n~Ts oppos1te arc concernerl. It 
]s a fair deal all round. Members in thr 
.1-\s~-Prn bl v:ho re opposed to the Govcru­
rnent are just as anxious to get into this 
political camp<~.ign as members on the other 
:3Ide-eYen rnorc anxious. -

Hon. P. LEARY: It "·as ne..-er done 
previously. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I think 
we have any amount of precedents of the 
Houses adjourning and reassen1b!ing before 
the end of ;he session. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Not for a Federal 
el~ction. 

The i:lECREL\RY FOR MINES: Whv do 
we not go on with the business'? This am'end­
ment is hardly worth dividing on, although 

h>: vc _qmte a number of our supporters 
on th1s s1dc ready to take a division. '\Ve 
feel that dw a ;n€'ndment is almost nof 
\Yorthy of , di \-i""ion. T·he hon. men1bcr, as 
P'X-Treasun'r, kno""~' s that the G-overnment 
rnust pas-. ~pprop!·iation Bills. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: And bring in 
Financial Statements, too. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We 
have important business to discuss. The Hon. 
Mr. Beirnc is waiting to make that two­
h?urs' speech that hon. m~mbers deprived 
lum of makmg last night on the Profiteer­
rng Prevcnbon Dill. 

Hon. T. C. BETR:-;E: What about Tues­
day? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I 
think we will probably have to meet on 
~uesday. I rush business through this Coun­
ci!-I rar~ly delay the Chamber by making 
long speecl1P<. Hon. members last night 
forced me to make a second reading speech 
on" Bill. 

Hon. T. J. O'SHEA: Although you were 
not ready. 

The SECRETARY FOR :MINES: I 
am always rQady on every Bill, but I will 
admit that I had not read that Bill as care. 
fully as I might. Why debate this any 
lon~er, or send the message to the Assembly' 
It 1s really a reflection on the GoY~rnmeat. 
on the members of the Assembly, to protest 
agamst this Council's adjournment. I think 

[lion. A. J. Jones. 

the leader of the Opposition in another place 
is very anxious to get out and place his 
vwws before the country. 

Hon. P. J·. LEAHY and Hon. T. J. O'SHE.\: 
What has that got to do with us? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: And 
hon. members will be doing somQ campaign­
ing work on oohalf of the Prime Minister, 
I take it. 

Hon. '.r. C. BEIRNE: It is beneath the 
dignity of our position. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We 
have the Fair Rents Bill. Hon. members are 
anxious to pass that, and the sheet is fairly 
full of other measures. I am sorry that the 
hon. member has delayed the nassage of the 
Bill by moving the amendmer~t, although I 
do not think iv matters much whether it is 
added to the messag~ or not. All we want 
as a Government· is to get through legisla· 
twn, get through t.he business that the people 
of the country has sent ns hQre to pa''· The 
people of Queensland are looking forward to 
the passage of the Profiteering Prevention 
Bill. If you come in on thQ tram or train 
you overhear conversations which show that 
they want to know w.hat is going to happen 
to it. I do not know what the opinion is in 
the Assembly-like hon. members opposite, 
we are not so much concerned about that­
but rather than delay or- lose some of the 
business now on the business-sheet, I will 
come back on Tuesday, \Yedncsday, and 
Thursday of next week. 

Hon. P. J. Lr:.AHY: We will sit all the 
time. 

The PRESIDENT: Order ! 

HoN. R. SU:MNER : Mr. President I ask 
your ruling as to whether th~ amend,',ent is 
in or-der. The Bill was reported without 
amendments,. and the proper course is to 
say that it shall be accompanied with the 
ueual message. Instead of that it IS 

amended. 

The PRESIDENT: The amendment is in 
order. It does not affect the Bill in any 
way. It is only an addition to the message. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: I think we 
should pause before we rus.h into a division 
on the amendment for the motion. I am 
usually able to follow the logic of the Hon. 
Nlr. Hawthorn, but I am also a sport, and 
when the vote goes against my conscience 
that is the ~nd of it. I am not going to 
weep tears over spilt milk, especially when 
we have spilt the milk ourselves-I speak of 
the Council. To m<:: it seems the height of 
the ludicrous that, having voted for the 
Appropriation Bill, we should now move a 
protest against our having done it. 

Hon. G. PAGE-HANIFY: Good sense at last! 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: The hon. mon· 
ber who moved this amendment--and we 
usually can follow his arguments-voted for 
the ~\ppropriation Bill, and now wishe,, the 
Council to protest against the passing of the 
Appropriation Bill. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: No, I protest 
against thP non-production cf the Financial 
Statement. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: What was tfw 
right way to protest? It was to hold up thf' 
A npropriation Bill until the Financial State­
""'Ht "as delivered. 

Hon. F. T. BREXTNALL: You coul-d not get 
a majority to do that. 
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Hew. E. W. H. FOWLES. Howevc,·, g-ood 
thing•. come out of evil sometimes. It shmvs 
that there are no parties in this Council, and 
tlw.t we vote according to our conscience. 1 
cannot he a party to the inconcrruitv. to the 
blazing topsy-turvydom, of actually voting 

it and then crying because we httve done 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHOHK: That is poetic 
liccnsr2. 

Ho~. E. W. H. FOWLES: It is like the 
man who meets a burglar and ·has a pistol 
with ···hich he can defend hims0lf. The 
burgL:u· takes all his n1oney and then -when 
the bu!'glar has gone he ca.rcfully vvrit0s out 
a rn'otest agHinst the burglar's having stolen 
hie; nows. I, for one, would prefer to have 
tu, ·cl the pistol, and not to rnakc .a \YOr·dv 

after the Council has vot-ed for it. 
us accept the decision of tlw Council. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: We want to make a 
pr0tt-st a.~;ainst the conditions under which it 
\\ " put i-<-:-fore us. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: Has there not 
heen a most effective protest in the Hon. 
i\Ir. f'u:·tis's motion' The time to make the 
prn' r>~t i~ beforu the deed i::; done. 

Hon. L. McDO!\ALD: You will he known 
as '·the ineffectual protest 1wrty." 

Ho~. E. \V. H. FOWLES: I do not 
to that party. ·whatever in the wide 
i.; the goo-d of passing the Bill and 

•' dding a protest on to it? \V e weakly 
about what we have already done 

! I-Ion. n1en1lJers are secii1g the 
i ne Jn;i;toncy of the whole JlOsition-that they 
hc>d in their own hands the power to forc.f' 
t 1t<> --roduction of the Financi<1l Statement. 
\Vheir they have thrown away that power. 

sit do\Vn and start '\vriting out a proteGt 
aQ;a their having thrown av,:ay that power. 

An HoNOl:HABLE MEMBER: Did· vou not do 
ic "" rhe salaries Bill yourself? " 

Hon. A. G. C. H.nvTIIORN: Ycu voted for 
tt1e "iCcond reading. 

Ho~. E. W. H. FOWLES: I did not. 
Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHOHK: You only tried 

to get clause 3 knocked out. 

HoK. K W. H. FOWLES : I shouted out 
cuntcnt" on the secDnd reading. I 

take my gruelling like a man, vote for 
motion, and not cry over spilt milk. I 
not going to waste myself on paper, 

over spilt milk. The Council has 
in a certain dirPction. Let us accept 

any milk-and-watery protest. 

Hm;. P. J. LEAHY: I fail to see anv 
i!!consistencv in the action of the Hon. :VI;. 
Hawthorn itntl myself or anybody el"e who 
supports tho an1endn1Pnt. \Vo helped to pass 
th' Appropriation Bill, after considerable 
di'<'ctssion. not that we approved of it or of 
titu manner in which it was done, but 
beru-JS~. ~onsidoring all the cirf'umstances, 
Vi,, thought it was the right thing to do. 

i' one thing, but it is quite a distinct 
to inform the Government that thev 
havA brought in the Estimates in th'e 

ord~nury way, and not adjourn Par1ian1ent 
without following the ordinttry pc<J.dic<'. I 
"{Jo not see that there is any inconsistencv or 
ln1><)ngruity whatever. · 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLER: Why protest 
when ycu could have forced them to do it? 

Ho!'r. P. J. LEAHY: I am not at all sure 
'Ghat we could have forced them to do it if 
we threw out or postponed the Appropriation 

Bill. because it takes time to prepare Esti­
mates, and CVEm if the Government have 
started to prepare them it might be two or 
thrPe weeks before they arc ready, and I 
think it would be going too far to take the 
extreme step of throwing out an Appropria­
tion Bill. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: Why not adjourn 
it for a fortnight? 

Hox. P. J. LEAHY: That, possibly, could 
have been done, but that might lead to very 
serious inconvenience. I think this protest 
is reasonable, dignified, and consistent, and I 
hope it will be carried. 

HoN. D. FA HEY: I have taken no part 
in the discussion of the financial affairs of 
this Government, nor do I intend to do so 
except in referring to the remarks that fell 
from mv hon. friend. He said ho did not 
approve"of the Bill and yet supported it; and 

hcnv can he accus-n any hon. gent.1etnan 
this Chamber of being inconsistent'! 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: To -...vhoin arc you 
referring'? 

HoN. B. F AHEY: I am referring· to the 
hon. membN. 

lioN. P. J. LEAHY: I ri"e to a point of 
order. The Hon. Mr. Fahey has evidently 
misunderstood what I said, because I did not 
use the vvords or 1tanguago which the hon. 
rnmnber attributes to me. 
Ho~. B. F AllEY: The hon. gentleman 

sa id. " A !though I did not approve of the 
Appropriation Bill I voted for it." 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: I did not say tt1at. 

HoN. B. F AHEY: l heard the hon. m"m­
bor distinctlv. The hon. member has a 
perfect right 'to his own opinion, but he_ muet 
not be charging hon. members w1th mcon­
sist·•ncy after an expression of that kind. 

The PRESIDEJ\'T: If the Hon. Mr. Leahy 
has '·aid that he did not make those remarks, 
the hon. member must accept his donia I. 

HoN. D. F AHEY: I will accept his denial. 
The fact is certain hon. members intended 
to protest, and they did protest by spe~ch, 
but they have not protested by therr actiOn. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: That is the point. 

HoN. B. FAHE'Y: Words of protest are 
as evanescent as the winds unless supported 
bv deeds, and that is what som,e hon. g-entle­
n1en in this Council have not done this after­
noon. Therefore I look upon the amendment 
that hies been moved as nothing but a farce. 
and I regret that it has been moved, .and I 
regret that I did not dissociate myself with 
it by walking out of the Chamber. because I 
know that a great deal of inconsistent voting 
has taken place here this afternoon. I know 
that a grr·at deal_ of inconsistency h':'s been 
manifested here th1s afternoon. I realise that 
no greater question than this has been 
discussed in this Chamb-er during my fiftr>cll 
vears here. The decision will establish a 
ill·ece-dent that will be VICIOUS and far­
reaching. I am not protesting against that. 
Hon. g-entlemen carried out their own views, 
and v'Cr.v intelligently too. But the fact. is 
-and I must protest against it-that we have 
too many leaders on this side. (Laughter.) 

Hon. E. \Y. H. FoWLES: There ar.,e no 
leaders on this side. 

Hox. B. FAHEY: \Vhen we have less, our 
efforts will be more effective. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: We are all 
leaders. 

Hon. B. Fahey.] 
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Ho:<. B. FAHEY: I am not one. 
Hon. P. J. LEArlY: You are the only one 

who js not. 
HoN. B. F AHEY: I have taken less part 

in the debates this session than I have done 
in anv session since I came into the Council. 
Th~ SECRETARY FOR MINES : Come over here 

and you will be happy. 
Ho~. B. FAHEY: No, I will stick to my 

f'uns and be consistent. 
Hon. G. PAGE-HANIFY: We have only one 

leader. 
HoN. B. FAHEY: You have, and he is 

well worthy of his position. I compliment 
him on the manner in which he fences and 
circumvents certain questions-(laughter)­
when he knows right well that the arguments 
[~re against hlrn. Sornctin1es ho is illogical, 
but all the same I think that he is a more 
valued member of the Ministry to-da:•c than 
ho was \ he 11 he came here first, and that is 
entirely due to the improvement his proba-
1ion in this Chan:ber is daily manifestly 
imparting to the hon. gentleman. 

Hon. P. ,J. LEAHY: It is improving his 
mpportcrs too. 

HoN. B. FAHEY: I could speak for an 
hour and a-half on this all-important ques­
tion, but 1 am not doing to delay business at 
this late hour. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
added (ilfr. Hawthorn's amendment) be so 
added-put; and the Council divided :-
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Resolved in the affirmative. 
Question, as amended, put and passed. 

ADDITIONAL SITTING DAY. 
FRIDAY SITTING. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I beg 
io moYe, without notice-That the Council, 
ai its risinp:, do adjourn until 3.30 p.m. 
to-morrow. The intention is to sit to-morrow. 

Hon. A. G. c_ HAWTHORN: Why' 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: To com­

r•lcte the important business that we have 
yet to de<tl with. 

Hon. K W. H. FOWLES: You have got the 
money. Why wait to 'ay "Good-bye"? 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Why not run away 
with it? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We are 
not quite as heartless as the hon. gentleman 
thmks. I am of opinion that, by reason of 
the Council opposing my previous motion to 
pass Bills through all their stages in one 
.Jay, we cannot complete the business to­
rnorrovv. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Was 1t a reason­
able thing to ask? 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Why not adjourn till 
Tuesday, or else close up "to-night? 

[Hon. B. Fahey. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: If hon. 
gentlemen had passed that motion, we could' 
ha vc passed the second reading of the Pro­
f>teering Prevention Bill to-day, and we could 
han• passed the Committee stage and third· 
reading to-morrow. It is quite necessary to­
pass the Jimbour Selections Bill. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: We can get through 
that to-night. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I in­
tend to mo>c the second reading of the 
Governor's Salary Act of 1872 Amendment 
Bill to-dav. if I possibly can. I am sorry 
hon. gentlemen opposite did not adopt the· 
same course as was adopted towards the 
close of last session. 

H_on. P. J. LEAHY: That was the end of the 
S0SS1011. 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR MINES: On that 
occasion t.-hey carried the usual motion, and 
.-.-at on Fridavs to finish tho session_ I think 
it is quite necc.-•sary to sit to-morrow, and r 
Lop<' hon. g2ntlemen will agree to the motion. 
l do not know whether it will be a late· 
sitting. but we can get through a good de<d 
of husjnpss to-night. 

Em:. T. M. HALL: The business on the 
paper to-day is of such importance that it 
•cill be impossible to put it all through in 
one day. Some of it is highly important to, 
the State. and there is a good deal c.-f 
sympathetic feeling towards it on this side, 
though often we have not much sympathy 
v. ith Government measures. I think it is not 
fair that we should be asked to come hero 
to-morrow and slnm our work or attempt to 
rush it through. It has been clearly indicated' 
bv th<' Minister that we shall not be able to, 
compJeh.- the business, and, consequently. ;t 
"\vill be necessary tu cornc back next week. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : I do not think 
we shall be able to complet,, it, but we 
might. 

HoN. T. M. HALL: I can assure the hon. 
gentleman that we shall not bo able to com­
plete all the business to-morrow, or half 
of it. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR MINES : vV e can get 
through the third reading·s on Tues.day. 

Hox. T. M. JL\.LL: If country members 
have to go home and come back again next 
week, why not give them a chance to go.­
to-nig-ht. and take the whole of next week to, 
do tlic business properly. 

Question-That the motion be agreed t.o­
(Mr. A. J. Jonn's)-put; and the Counci] 
divided:-

Hon. ,\. ,T. Jones 
T. 1.- . • Tones 
L. McDonald 
T. Nevitt 
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B. FahPY T .. T. O'Rhea 
E. W. H. Fowles A. H. Parnell 
,\. Gihson :F:. H. T. Plant 
T. ;u. Hall E .• T. Stevens 
A. G. C. Hawthorn H. Turner 

Tellers· Hon. T. 0. Beirne and Hon. T. J. O'She&. 

Resolved in the negative. 
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PROFITEERIXG PREVE.:.JTIOC\1 BILL. 

SECOND READIXG-RESU~iPTION OF DEBATE. 

HoN. T. C. BEIRNE: I listened carefully 
tJ the Minister's second reading speech in 
<·xplanation of this Bill. The conclusion I 
came to was that the Minister is altogether 
too honest a man to be a successful politician. 
He could not convince himself there was any 
nccc·ssitv for the introduction of this Bill. or 
t!;at prices woul·d be lov;ercd in c.cmsequEmce 

of its passing. Consequently he 
[5.30 p.m.] failed to convince the House. 

Although we asked him over and 
on::·r again to give us one instance of pro­
Jitcr·ring in Queeuslaud he failed to do . it. 
lle gave us vnrjous Instances of profiteer1ng 
in England) A1nerica, .A.ustra1ia, and other 
parts {lf the world, but he gave us not a 
,ingle instance of profiteering in Queensland. 
Now, if pric, ~ caun~Jt be lovvpred by Pro­
Jitol'ring- Prcn•ntion Bills-and the Minister 
kno'" thev cannot be-what is the object of 
introducing this Bill? I think I know. The 
oartv outside demand it, and instead of telling 
the truth to those who are outside the party 
in;ide have compired to throw dust in the 
eyes of the people. 

The PRESIDENT: Order: The hon. 
Jentlon1an 1nw~t not impute· i1nproper n1otives 
to members inside the Chamber. 

HoN. T. C. BEIRNE: I am very sorry, 
Mr. President. I did not mean to be offen­
sive or personal to the Minister. However, 
if thev ha v• not conspired to deceive them 
j n an ,V wa.y and to throw dust in their eyes, 
the "-hole Bill is fireworks and camouflage, 

.a1·, in other words, make-believe. I think 
I will be able to prove that. Before coming 
on to the proof of it I might say that I have 
the kindliest regard for the Government, 
and particularly for the Minister. I honestly 
und sincerely sympathise with this Govern­
ment in the position in which they are at 
present. Here is a Government which came 
into power on the cry of cheap food for the 
1wople, cheap clothing for the people, cheap 
cost of living. Those are wonderful and 
popular cries. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : We never said 
anything about clothing. 

lioN. T. C. BEIRNE: Well, cheap living. 
In a country like this people cannot live 
without clothes. I should think cheap living 
<•mbraced cheap clothes. However, the 
people believed the cry and the, returned 
to power this party which promised them 
nil these thingr'. Now, when the people find 
n fter four and a-ha.lf years of Labour 
>dministration that the cost of living has 
g-one up to an alarming extent and out of all 
proportion to the increase in the other States, 
they are naturallv wild and want somethinl;' 
done, or, at anv- rate, something attempted. 
Hence the int;.oduction of this Bill. We 
heard the Minister half an hour ago say 
that as he comes into town in the tram or 
the train he meets people every day who 
aok him. '· vVhen will you give us some 
relief v:ith this Profiteering Prevention Bill? 
Why do you not pass it? " . Thr;y expect 
something to be done; hence this B1ll. 

Hon. G. PAGE-HANIFY: It is not the party; 
it is the electors. 

Hox. T. 
m.vself. 

Hon. T. 
Prevention 

C. BRIRNE: Yes, I hear it 

L. JONES: The Profiteering 
Bill will not injure anybody. 

HoN. T. C. BEIRNE: I am not opposing 
this Bill. 

Hon. T. L._ JoNES: The general pu]:>l~c 
think there 1s profiteenng, and the Bd 
provide's for rnaking iuquirios. 

lioN. T. C. BEIRNE: I will say th:re .is 
not the slightc't necessity for this B1ll m 
order to check profitcering. If th1s Govern­
ment cannot afford to tell the people the 
real facts. there should be nothing to pr,e­
vent members of this Chamber from franh.r 
telling them that this Bill is camouflage, 
J1reworks, and make-behove, and there IS .'1ot 
the slightest necessity for. its introduction 
By this I d<_> not '!'can to. m for that there :s 
no profiteermg gomg on m our m1d.st. But 
I do say without fear of contradlCtwn that 
if there is profitcering the Government have 
alreadv the power-and have had the power 
all al~ng-to stop it. Immediately on the 
outbreak of war the Dcnham GovNnment 
introduced and passDd a measure entitled 
"The Control of Trade Act." The object of 
this Act was "to make provision against 
undue restriction of the ;;upp!y of goods or 
undue raising of the price' of goods." It 
was to "com-e into operatjon on a day to hB 
named bv the Governor in Council by pro­
clamation published in the 'Gazette,' a;nd 
it shall remain in force during such peno? 
or extended period as _the Go_vcrnor \n Counm} 
bv proclamation pubhshed 111 the Gazette 
h:om time to time declares." I have the Act 
here. at page 6273 of 1914 session. Section 
4 says-

" In this Act 
the meanings 
them." 

It goes on-

the following terms h.a ve 
respectively set agamst 

" Goods-All foodstuffs, commodities, 
goods, chattels, or . things :vhatsoever 
which the Governor m Counc1l, by pro­
clamation published in the ' Gazette;; 
declares to be goods subject to th1s Act. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Broader even 
than the defmition in the Profitcenng Pre­
vention Bill. 

Hox. T. C. BEIRNE: Yes. 
further-

" ' Person ' includes a body of persons, 
whether corporate or unincorporate, and 
a firm of partners." 

Section 6 providec<-
" The Governor in Council may frorr. 

tinw to time, by proclamation puhhshoc! 
in the ' Ga,ette,' declare that anv food­
stuffs, commodities, goods. chattels, . or 
things whatsoever in such proclamatiOn 
mentioned or referred to shall bo goo.ds 
subject to. this Act. Thereupon, while­
such nroclarn.ation rernains unre;'oked, 
this Act shall extend and apply to .the 
things mentioned in such proclamatwn, 
o nd the same shall be goods subject to 
this Act in all respects and for all 
purposes. 'l 

Section 7 provides-

" The Governor in Council shall 
appoint such and so many persons as he 
thinks proper to be a board of control 
for the purposes of this Act, respectively, 
in and for the Central district and the 
Northern district. as defined by the 
Central and Northern Districts Boun­
daries Act of 1900, and in and for th" 
Southern district, being the residue of 
the State." 

Hon. T. G. Beirne.J 
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Section 9 says-
" rr11e Chief Secretary n1ay at any 

time and fron. t1me to time, by order 
published in the 'Gazette,' declare that 
tho price or prices specified in any 
rC]JOrt of a board for auy goods or kind 
of g·or:ds shall, for the purposes of th1s 
Art, bo tho highest scllin,; price or 
prices for those goods or kinds of goods 
in the district or portion of districts con­
cerned." 

Then there is a penal section-10--which 
ravs-

, " Any person who-
(a) Sells or supplies, or offers for 

sale or supply, any goods at a price 
higher than the declared price thereof 
for any such sale or supply; or 

(b) Refuses to sell (except at a price 
higher than the ded,ued price thereof 
for any such sale or at all) an.v goods­

(i.) \Yhich he is entitled to sell, and 
(ii.) Which are in excess of what 

'uc required for the use of himself 
and his dependants for a period of 
three months from the date of the 
rcfueal, 

is guilty of an offence agaiust this 
Act." 

Section 13 provides-
" Any person who commits an offence 

:tgainst this Act is liable to a penaltv 
not exceeding five hundred pounds, and 
to be imprisoned for any period not 
exceeding six n1onths." 

Section 17 reads-
" The Govcrnor in Council may from 

time to time make and publish in tho 
' Gazette ' all such proclamations as he 
thinks fit for givino: full effect to this 
Act." 

mav be told that tho Control of Trade Act 
i::; a ~var rnna.:mrc, and that novl the 1var is 
O\'er it is inoperative. 

Hon. G. PAGE-HANTFY: Did not the vVar 
Precctutions Act practically override it? 

Ho1":. T. C. BEIRNE: No, I will deal 
with that point later. Hon. members will 
remember that when the m,easure was going 
through this Chamber the Hon. Mr. O'Shea 
and the Hon .. Mr. Leahy sought to confine its 
duration to the continuance of the war or 
six months thereafter. but the majority of 
rnernbcn; would not sanction anv limitation 
to its duration. I have here t, Hansard" 
debates. volume lxvii., page 694. when this 
Bill was going through. The Hon. Mr. 
Leahy moved to confine its duration to the 
continuance of the war or six months there­
aftc'r. The Minister, who was then the Hon. 
Mr. Barlow, opposed it. He said-

" He trusted the unendment would not 
be pressed, because it would unduly tie 
the hands of the Government and the 
Government were supposed to act for 
the best. The Hon. Mr. Leahy appeared 
to think that a Government might come 
into power which would decline to can­
cel the proclamation. and would retain 
t.his, what he might call. socialistic 
measure in force." 

The Hon. Mr. McDonnell also opposed it. 
He said he-

" was surprised that his friend, the Hon. 
Mr. Leahy, did not have more confidence 
in the Governrr.ent. He did not know 
what his idea was in introducing the 

[ H an T. C. Beirne. 

an1e11drnent. 
would haYe 
lah'r on?'' 

Did he think that they 
a change of G ovc1 nmcrit 

And so on. Hon. gentlemQn will see that, 
although the Hon. Mr. Leahy sought to 
limit the duration of the Bill, the Home 
did not accept his view on the matter, but 
allo,ved that socialistic matter to pass and 
go on the statute-book, where it still remains. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: And this Govern­
ment have never used it. 

HoN. T. C. BEIRNE: I believe not, and 
they have not used it because they do not 
believe in its efficacy. I may be told that 
Victoria, New South \Vales, and other Aus­
tralian States passed similar price-fixing 
Acts about the same time, and that these 
States are now again introducing new and 
more stringent profiteering prevention Acts. 
I mav mention that a couple of weeks ago 
I hap.pened to be lunching at a certain hotel 
in Melbourne. I had with me as my guest 
the managing director of one· of the largest 
woollen mills in Victoria. The conversation 
turned on profiteering, price-fixing, and on 
the agitation that existed for a reduction in 
the cost of living. The table at which we 
sat \vas not a large ono, but a strangf'T to 
both of us also sat at that same table. 
\Vhilo we were talking I saw him smile 
once or twice, and at last he said, " I cannot 
help hearing what you are saying, but as 
I am most interested in the matte·r you are 
talking about, I will introduce myself." He 
happened to be a member of the Victorian 
State Ministry, and he quite agreed with 
the conclusions we• came to that price-fixing 
is a dangerous experiment-that its tendency 
will be to raise prices more frequently than 
it reduces them, and that in the great 
majority of cases the· effects achieved are 
the opposite to what was intended. "But," 
said he, "the 'Age' newspaper and the agita­
tion by various organisations outside compel 
us to reintroduce a ' Profitcoring Prevention 
Bill.' although, pe·rsonally, I haYe no faith 
whatever in its erricacy." 

Hon. T. L. JoNES: Had the Victorian 
Government a Control of Trade Act? 

Hox. T. C. BEIRNE: Yes; and it was 
not as stringent as ours. The Victorian 
Minister to whom I have alluded may have 
been expressing his own personal opinion 
only. and may not have been giving the 
views of his Cabinet; but there is this much 
to be said for the Victorian State Govern­
ment: that the Control of Trade Act which 
they passed in 1914 was limited to that year; 
they passed another in 1915, again limited 
to that one· year; so that, until the Bill 
introduced the other day is pa',sed, they 
have no machinery to control prices. But 
the Queensland Government have not that 
excuse. The machinery already exists here 
to deal with prices, and yet the Government 
are afraid to put that machinery in motion. 
Instead, they would, I think, much prefer 
to have this Chamber throw out this Bill. 
In this hope• they will, I believe, be disap­
pointed. I have here a cutting taken from 
the "Sydney Morning Herald" of last week. 
headed "Necessary Commodities," and 
reading as follows:-

"The Legislative Council yeeterd'•Y 
carried motions, at the instanc~ of the 
Attorney-General, declaring the follow­
ing articles necessary commodities:­
Tweeds, serges, flannels (whether made up 
into clothing or not), hosiery, knitted 



Profiteering 

goods, felt hats, boots, footwear, soap, 
and candles. Notice of a similar motion 
has been giYen m the Legislative 
Assembly. When that i~ carried, the 
:-\ccessarv Commodities Control Commis­
sion will" be competent to fix the prices." 

From L1is it would appear that the Act 
passed by New South Wales in 1914 was 
like the Queensland Act-not limited in its 
duration-and instead of deceiYing the people 
by introducing another Bill, they are usmg 
tl1e powers they already. possess and doing 
~ornething now. 

I deeply sympathise with the man who, 
because of the high prices of commodities, 
finds it difficult to make ends meet. But if 
wo would only stop for a moment and try 
to ascertain what arc the real and the true 
c •u<o·, of the high prices now ruling all 
on•r the world, wo should he forced to the 
CQnclucion that while profiteering may be· 
ono uf t.he u.usc -, it is only a trifling one 
cmnptned to so1ne of the other <.auses. 

Before prices can come down, production 
lrlll't be increased. (Hear, hear!) \Vill this 
Bill knd to increase production, or will it 
havo the opposite effect? Profit is the main 
; nccntlvc to production. I£ this incentive 
is removed, shall we produce as much? If 
•:. o increase production, prices vvill come 
do·.n1. There is no other real rmncdy. 

L't us take butter as an example. If you 
increase the quantity of butter produced. 
prices will come down. But if vou fix a 
maximum price without bothering 'about the 
quantity producc.d, what happens? \Vhat 
happened in ::'\ew South \Yales a few years 
ago? The fa rmrrs were willing to sell at 
ls. 9d. ]Wr lb.. but the Government fixed 
the price at 1s. 4~d. 'rhe farmers considered 
ls. ·\fcl. was, owing to the high price then 
ruling for fodder, lm,·er than it could be 
produced profitably, so they turned out their 
CO•' s and stoppc<1 milking. Tho " Sydney 
Bulldin" epitomised the whole subject bv 
wittily asking, "Is it not better to have 
g-ood butter at ls. 9d. than no butter at 
1s. 4~d. ?" 

Let us take woollens as another example. 
There is a tremendous demand for woollens 
to-day. All thll Australian mills are doing 
well, and some oi them arc accused of pro­
fiteering. Yet there is no class in the com­
munity \rho are taking Jc~:::s advantage of 
thC\ir pcoit.ion than are the Australian 
"·oollen manufacturers. lt is possible to-day 
to lm: Iron. the manufacturer an all-wool 
tweed miting for. sflv, lOs. per yard, while 
to g-et the same quality from Bradford 
would, with duty and freight added, cost 
about £1 3s. a yard, For thG verv best 
worsbd suiting tlio Australian manufacturer 
quotes 12s. to 15s. a yard. and the cost to-day 
of the same cloth from. Bradford is £1 16s, 
a ye rd. Is it not a great asset to Australia 
to have these manufacturers. and should 
the0• not be encourag-ed to extelld their 
opc•rations? And would it not be a good 
thing if more people wore encouraged to 
in n~::-t their n1oney in ne'v enterprises of 
this kind, because, for Pvery piece now pro­
duced by them, quite fifty people want that 
piece, Risks and losses are almost a con­
•tant feature of new forms of wealth pro­
duction, and if to the ordinary risks of 
husinc'" enterprise you add this new terror 
of profitceri ng prevontion, do you not think 
yon \Yill discourage enterprise. and so 
deer<' a so production? But the great bulk 
of "~hat is used in the way of clothing and 
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per~·onal adonJmcnt 1" ::-:till in11 ,);_·~ed: .. and. I 
would lik<· to kno,; "hat effect ihrs lsdl will 
lta\~; on the guoch \YP iinvort fron. ovor~ 
seas, or on the' goods \\·e frnrn other 
purh of Australia' I knov, it, C>1n fix 
the price charged for thc~rn they are 
landed hen·. but it cannot the pricl' 
the m >en at the other c of the world 
chargt'.) the QUP8DSJ~t!ll~, irr,por!t>l' r(~l' tJ:o 
goods. ':rho dangc~r 1:c; tnat tnH.lPr ttns Bill 
t.hf~ risk mav he too gre:a t-the go eels rnay 
IJot be irnp~rtcd-and so tl:r~ i3Carcity 
of CE'rtain articles will force price up. 
\.Yhen importing goorh one has to take into 
comideratimL not only the pric0 quoted at 
the source of prodnction in the curreuc~y of 
that countrv but also the cost of rm1vcrsion 
of tlwt cu~;ency into sterling. In Japan. 
the normal price of the ,-on is 2s. ld, ; to-day 
it is 2s. 6d.-in other words th.~ .Japanese 
depreciate our money 20 por cent.--an~l th_is 
is a charge that must be reckoned w,tth m 
addition to the high rate the,· charge for the 
goods. 

Hon. R FAHEY: Is that due to anything 
the .Japanese Government have done' 

HoN, T. C. BEIRNE: No, the Japanese 
Government can have no control whatever 
over it. In Arnerica you cannot say that 
the" are unfriendly to us, but the price of 
the" sovereign there to-day is, I b~lie-:e, 4 
dollars 16 cents, although normally 1t 1s 
4 dollars 86 cents, so that the Ameri­
cans view the depreciation of our eur­
renc~; at present as being from 15 per cent. 
to 17 per cent. How is this Bill going to 
deal with these things? And if it cannot 
deal with them how is it going to reduce 
the price of corr',modities? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : That is an 
argument in favour of local production. 

HoN. T. C. BEIRNE : Will this Bill 
encourage local produc.tion? The _g:':'at 
incentiye to local productwn 1s the poss1b1hty 
of profit. and a Bill of this kind, and partiCU­
larly the Bill which the Government mtro­
duced a month ago and tried to pass-~he 
Unemploye-d Workers Bill-is the worst thmg 
arn· number of sane people introduced in a 
civilised country. You will not get over 
the effects of that for the n.,xt twenty years. 
The very fear of similar Bills being intro­
duced by a Labour Government will deter 
people from starting industries. I happened 
to be travelling a few da.ys a!j'O on the 
train from Melbourne to Sydney w1th the late 
Premier, Mr. T. J. Ryan. We got into 
conversation, and I told him what .I hav" 
just told hon. members. I told h1m, for 
instance, of a certain industry that was gomg 
to be established in Queensland. The ma­
chinery was on the way, but because of 
th~ Unemployed Workers Il1ll the drrectors 
were scndin g a man to V rctorLc to. get a 
building and put the machmery there mstead 
of starting in Queensland. A gentleman 
mdked up at the time and stood at the door. 
llc was the man thD Queensland dnccto:s 
hed spnt to Victoria to investigate. He d1d 
not know ~lr. Ryan, but he knc\V rne) and ho 
told me all about it in the presence of Mr. 
Ryan. That is an instance where £80,000, 
or £100 000 was driven from Queensland 
b" that 'uncmployed Workers BilL I can 
~ive the names and the whole po,rtwulars to 
tiw :Minister privately if he wishc · it. 

Hon. B. FAHEY: Did Mr. Ryan defend his 
action? 

HoN. T. C. BEIRNE : I "ill not , say. 
\Vhatever was said was in the course of pnvate 

Hon. 1'. G. l1eir,ne.l 
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conn·r"a-tion and will not be repeated by me 
We hPar. a !)Teat deal about the shipping ring 
-the sh1ppmg combine-and the trcrncndouo 
pro.fits they are making-one great authority 
saymg that "The Australian shipping com­
bme has made enough profits during the war 
years to enable 1t to pay off the whole of 
the Australian war loans." Statements 
of this kind are ridiculous. I have no brief 
for the shipping fraternity, but it is only 
fa1r to state that the Commonwealth Go­
\'<;rnment. under the powers conferred on 
t.hem by the \Var Precautions Act, took over 
the whole of the interstate shipping, paying 
t~e owners an agreed price per ton of ship­
pmg pQr day-so that the prof1teering, if 
any, was done, and is being done, by the 
Federal Government, and not by the ship­
ping combine. The shipping companies have 
been for somQ time, and are still, just manag­
mg agents for the Shipping Controller and 
have nothing whatever to do with the fixing 
of freights or fares. Just recently I over­
heard a man say, " There is the shipping 
combme again. They have raised freights." 
They have had nothing to do with it any 
mo~·c than the Preflidont. They are merely 
actmg as agents to the Commonwealth Go­
vernment. If profits are m:ade, it is the 
Commonw~alth that is making them. 

lion. P. J. LEAHY: The rates went up 
bee a use of increased wages. 

HoN. T. C. BEIRNE: Of comse. Just in 
the same way the Queensland Government 
as the Minister told us last night chartered 
the stea;ner " Allinga," and, I {mderstand, 
are malong £3,000 a yQar out of the arrange­
ment. The Mimster last night informed us 
that. they are making £6,000. Who are the 
profiteers in this instance? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: vVe could not 
help making it. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: Making it out 
of the flour you shipped to the starving 
North 1 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

HoN. T. C. BEIRNE: And in any case, 
supposing the statement were true that Am· 
tralian _sh!pping companies are making big 
profits, 1s It not better that they should make 
money by rendering service to Australians, 
than that foreigners should do it? Do you 
know that the Nippon Yuflen Kaisha, partly 
by ca:-rymg goods from Japan to Australia 
and vice versa, make a net profit of between 
eight and nine millions sterling-and that 
for the first half of this vear they made a 
net profit of £5,300,000? " 

Hon. T. ::'\EVITT: Australian trade only? 

Ho:-;-. T. C. DEIRNE: Partly Australi<~.n 
trade. I said. Where is the good of hon. 
members beating the air and trying to get 
at the Nippon Yusen Kaisha? They cannot 
do it. They make those profits partly by 
carrying goods from Japan to Australia, and 
1hc grout bulk is the goods we sol! in Aus­
tralia. Tho factories whose goods they carrv 
haY(~ been averaging in War years fror11 8b 
per cent. to 400 per cent. Another J.apanme 
shipping company paid a dividend of 700 
per cent. last year. I merely put these figures 
as a contrast to statements made of the pro­
fits of the Australian shipping combine. It 
seems to me that a great many people in this 
country think that anyone who makes a profit 
in Australia must be a scoundrel or a robber. 
h it not much better to sec Australian 
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companic~ making profits. than to help 
forr-Jgn cu:npanies rnake thern; 

HoNOURABLE }1EMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Hon. T. NEV!TT: \Vhat about the Vacuum 

Oil Company? 
HoN. T. C. BEIR:"\E: In any case, how 

could you g·ot at the Vacuum Oil Company? 
Your 'anti-profitecring Bill cannot touch 
the-e collccrns. but my point is that it would 
pay Au~·tndians better . to encourage tho 
Illi1nufacturo of these thmgs here. If you 
take rt\Y<1Y the incentive of profit, new 
indnstrieoi will not be csta.blished, and exist­
ing ones will not be extended. \Voulcl you 
limit th0 wealth that anv one man is allowed 
to acctU11Ulate '? u 

HoNOURABLE ME~IBERS on the Government 
sidn: -Yoc.;. 

l-IoN. T. C. BEIRNE: Then you would bo 
reasoning and acting on a false assun1ption. 
If it VYCl'O a fact that there is only a certain 
limited amount of wpalth in the countrv 
your argurncnt would be sound, because. thbrl, 
if one 1nan got too 1nuch oth0rs would get 
too little. But, as a matter of fact, there is 
no limit to the amount of wealth that can be 
produced in Australia if peoplB will only 
apply them.ielves intelligently to work. Why 
then limit any· one man, when by so doing 
you limit the wealth production of the 
country? The Co1n1nissioncr appointed under 
this Bill will have a tremendous responsibility, 
but I notice he will be governed and con­
trolled by the Minister. How will they go 
about fixing prices? Will they limit or fix 
the gross profit allo\\'cd to be charged on 
invoice cost ·t Or will thev fix a rnaxitnurr1 
price per article'! Tradc1:s do not all buy 
alike. Some have much greater buying 
facilities than others. so either method would 
be unfair. In the Bill now before the Vic­
torian House there is, I hear, a clause limit­
ing the gross profit to 25 per cent. on invoice 
cost. 

_If that principle is established here, how 
will the State fish shops get on? The 
Queensland Government buys from the fisher­
men at the following price':--

" Squire, 5~d., and retails same at lOd. 
-equal to 90 per cent. profit. Bream, 
3d., and retails sam<J at 6d.-equal to 100 
per cent. profit. Garfish, 2~d., and 
retails same at Sd.-equal to 300 per cent. 
profit. Flathead, 4~d. to 6d .. and retails 
same at 9d.-equal to 50 to 100 per cent. 
profit. Sea mullet. 2~d., and retuils same 
at 5~d.-equal to 100 per cent. profit'' 

Hon. T. :'\JEVITT: They have to gut it-­
it loses in weight. 

lioN. T. C. BEIRNE: It is a fair com­
parisorl, b~·cause other people have to deal with 
o·oods when thev como in, just as the Govorn­
;;!Cnt do when gutting fish. The penalty for 

profitecring is £1,000 or twdve 
[7.30 p.m.] months in ga.ol,or both. Supp_ose 

a State enterprise Is found gmlty 
of profiteering, who will be punished. Is it 
the Commissioner of State Enterprises, the 
manager of the particular shop, the Minister 
for W m'ks, or would you send the whole 
Cabinet to gaol for twelve months. Person· 
ally I would advocate the latter course as 
hei1{g the most effective, with the one excep­
tion of the Minister representing the Govern­
ment in this Chamber. Instead of fixing 
a price for every article or a gross profit on 
invoice cost, perhaps the Commissioner will 
fix a maximum net profit. In this case will 
it be on turnover, or will it be on capital? 

Hon. T. NEVITT: On capital. 



Projiteering [0 NovEMBEn.] Prerention Bill. l\'37 

HoN. T. C. BEIRNE: In either case it 
would he uufair, and would drive a great 
many desorving· people into ihc insolvency 
court. Some men start without any cap1tal. 
A man if intelligent, energetic, with a good 
character, and a knowledge of his business, 
:requires no capital. 

Hon. T. :l'<EVITT: He has got to got credit. 

HoN. T. C. BEIRN"E: He is trusted by 
his banker and by everyone with whom he 
cornt s in contact. In reckoning capital, 
"hat will the Commis·ioner capitalise such a 
n1an for integrity, sobriety, industry, intelli­
,genco, and Drganising ability? I£ these 
qualificatiou:> arc not counted as capital or 
assets, then this 1nan will 1na.ke an enormous 
pmv:entage on his actual money capital, and 
may run a great rjsk of going to gaol as a 
prof'teer, aud yet he may really be selling 
cheaper th>cn his competitor who is losing 
money. The succc'5sful man-the man who 
-can show a big return on the actual capital 
invcoted-is not always the prof1teer. Else, 
where would yoLl class the Commonwealth 
Bank ? A few years ago this concern com­
wenced without any ca.pital, and now it is 
making about £1,000,000 a year net profit. 
vVhat percentage is that? 

V\'hat is a profit~er? The Minister, last 
nig;1t, gave a list of companies that make 
big profits, and the 2\iinister for ·works, in 
his ::;~cond-readi11g speech in another place, 
"Juoted the same companies, the names of 
which will be found on page 1499 of "Han­
sard." These are mostly shipping and trad­
ing companies combined. The profits these 
companies make are not all made in Queens­
land. nor are they made in Australia. B11t 
even if they were, does that bring them 
under the title of profiteers? I happen to 
know something of at least one of the con­
cerns mentioned in t'.at li-t, and although 
this. conce-rn makes big yearly profits, it has 
an lnlfllf'll"(' tlHnoYl'l', and the net profit on 
that turnover is only 2~ per cr,nt. For the 
service it renders to the people and for tho 
good:s it sdlo to the people, it only retains 
for 1tselL after all expenses and taxes are 
pairl, 2~ per cent. on the moncv it handles. 
ls this considNcd profrtecring? ·By interje<J· 
tions in the House I cannot help noticing 
that drapers are often suspected of profiteer­
ing. \Yell, I know something of the drapery 
business. but I do not know of eyen one 
Queensland retail draper who has como 
under the war time profits tax. I do know 
of Oil(' who, in giving evidence before the 
Interstate Cor~missioner tYro years ago, 
dc<J!ared that m one of the war years his 
llf't 1lYnfit:-; O!l his tnnlO\'Pl'. nftPr pa-ving all 
expc·nscs, inciuding State nnd Federal incon1o 
taxes, was less than 1 pc'r cent., or, to be 
exact. there was left to himself after all 
taxes were p<Jid, about 2d. for cvprv pound's 
worth of gooch sold; and vet that man 
owing to. his irrnnense· turnov8r, was making. 
a good mcome, but would vou call him a 
profiteer? " 

\V c are sometimes told t 11at Labour is not 
getting its fair share, and that the increase 
in the cost of living is greater than the 
increase of wagcq,. T-hat n1av be so in Some 
instances, but it is not so in ~ll cases. Might 
I be pardomd for referring for a moment 
to the aff,tirs of a business I -know somethino­
ahcut-that of T. C. Boirnc m:cl Co., th~ 
·valll':V· SupllOsc --we take the vear bcfon~ 
the war anrl compare it with 'the present 
year. In 1913 we sold at least as rna.nv 
yards of material and as many articles of 

1919-6 c 

merchandise as we did in 1919-possibly 
more-but, of conrsc, the money value of 
the goorls sold in 1919 is much greater. But 
the salesmen and clerks and porters and 
packers had quite as much work to do then 
as now. The wages paid in 1913 was £53,746, 
and for doing the same work in 1919 the 
wages amounted to £83,763. For both years 
the salat:ies or wages are for distribution 
only, and for the Valley business only. Ol.lr 
branches and the manufacturing end of our 
business are not included for either· year. 
From this vou will see that while the cost 
of Jiying has gone up in Australia, since 
1913 the salaries or wages in the drapery 
trade have- gone up in an equal degree. 

I have a most interesting chart here show­
ing how the cost of living has increased 
since 1913, and how Australia stands in 
comparison with other parts of the world. 
The more this chart is studied, the more 
grateful we ought to be· that our home is 
in Australia. 'The cost of living has increased 
since 1913 in Great Britain by 120 per cent. ; 
in France by 140 per cent.; in Norway-a 
neutral country-180 per cent.; in Sweden­
another ne14tral country-220 pe-r cent. ; in 
Canada, 80 per cent.; in Australia, as a 
whole, 50 per cent. ; but in Queensland, 
unrlcr a Labour or socialist administration, 
the co;t of food has gone up 62.30 per cent. 
I would like to emphasise this point: The 
cost of foodstuffs alone, including me-at, 
show the greatel;jt increase in Queensland, 
62.30 p<'r cent.; followed by New South 
\Vales. 53.00 per cent.: Yictoria, 43.80 per 
cent.; Tasmania, 42.20 per cent.; \Vestern 
Australia, 37.50 pf'l' cent. ; and South 
Austr<elia, 36.00 per cent. 

Hon. \V. ,J. RIORDAN: By what percentage 
di·d wag0s increase in ..._t\.ustralia during the 
sam{~ period? 

Hox. T. C. BEIR~E: I think they have 
incrca ·c·d by quite 50 per cent. 

Hon. \Y. J. RIOJW\N: You are wrong­
nothing like 50 per cont. 

Hm>. T. C. BEIR?\E: The frgures I have 
giYPn deal with the cost of food only; 
clothing is not incl14ded. They are taken 
from the latc,st number of "Life," the issue 
of 1st N"m·omber, at page 139. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: I undcr,tand thev are 
official figures. • 

lioN. 'l' .. C. BEIR:\'E: If the figures are 
questiolJCd, I can quote •· K_nibb:5," -who giY0S 

the incrnsc for Queensland at 64 per cent. 
-the gn~atecjt increase in any State in Aus­
tralia. It will be seen. therefore. that the 
two cts of figures almost coincide. In any 
ea·"· Dr. Fitci,ett is too inte.Jlectual a man 
to qt•otc> figures that could be contradicted 
by "l(nibhf:." 

It is nwst intCl'Csting for a Quccns1ander~ 
1d1o knows to listen to tlw SiK'cches tl1at arc 
no\V bring n1ade in ::\felb(Jnrnc ancl Sydne:v 
by socialist candidates \Yhcn acldressing laYge 
gathering:; of c]r_:ctcn--:.·. In PYCl',Y in·,tauco 
the Qne-0nsJand 1neat~hop pricr·-li~ts an~ rc'ad 
out, nncl after f':J.Ch price is giycn, the quefi­
boll is aske-d--" Ilow does that compare ·with 
what you arc paying-- hL'r(~ ·: 1

' Dut t}wsc 
'JleakPrs car0fully hide th0 fact that not: 
tnor·_' than 2 per r 'llt. of the people of 
Cucens1and ca·1 lJlr:v their . .;:upplic~ of 1ncat 
at the price's quob·d fron1 tho~e l There 
are net l'Hnugh Stn t ,' ~hops to 1non~ 
th :u a fractiGn of th:' people. 1~:>.-cry })ousc­
holdPr cannot afford to \vait nn hour or flO 

to be serYcd at a StatP shop-nor is it 

Hon. 1'. C. Beirne.] 
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com·~nicnt for cYerv householder to pay cash 
on the spot and t,;ke his rump steak homo 
\Yith hi1n. 

If the State Gov-ernment usrd the 
machinerv of the• 0xisting butchers' shons to 
distrilJtd·; their coninutndPered meat- we 
v cmld all >hare in tho reduced pric·,s-but 
I repeat that not more than 2 per cont. of 
tho jwr.ple get meat from the State shops 
at the prices quoted. 

Ho". ~'<. G. C. liAWTHOHN: And then they 
co.n only get beef. 

HoN. T. C. BEIRKE: Even if it is 
rostrietod to beef, not more than 2 per cent. 
of the people can afford to go to the State 
nL atshopcz wait then; for an hour or two 
before it cornes to their turn to bo scrYed, 
pa.:~ cash, a11d tako the 111cat hotno in their 
pockets. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: _"\.ne! then it is only 
pr•ssibk at the cxpcme of the Imperial 
GuYel'lllllC'llt. 

Hon. G. PAGE-llAxiFY: How do you arrive 
at the 2 per cent.? Is that a guess? 

Hon. I. PEREL: I can get my meat at a 
State shop. 

HoN. 'I'. C. BEIRNE: Where? 

Hon. I. PEHEL: ~\.t the Albion State shop. 
More than 2 per cont. of the people at the 
Albion got their meat there. 

Hox. '£. C. BEIR?\E: I cannot afford to 
get m~~ n1cat at a State sho].), and I cannot 
get anyone else to go there for it. 

Hon. I. PEHEL: Your time is too valuable, 
but other people's time is not. 

lioN. T. C. BEIRN8~: But even with the 
State ~hops thrown in, the cost of food alone 
has gone up in Queensland 62.30 per cent. 
since 1913. It is all nonsense to cav the vVar 
Prc~autions Act pren'ntcd the Queensland 
Goycrnnwnt frorn dealing "\Vith trusts, COD1-

bines, and rapacious pl'IJfitePrs, \Yho are 
fattcning, or. shall I sa;.·, battening on the 
ncces,ities of the people. The 'War Pre­
cautions Act was not appli12d to Queensland 
only. How is it that other States kept the 
cost of food from advancing at the same 
rates as that of Queensland? 

The :\1inistcr. in his second reading speech, 
gave us very litilo in'ormation about the 
Bill. He referred to the que··tion of pro­
fitcering only in a general way, but he did 
not qLtote ono instance of profitecring in 
Queensland. Perhaps I might be permitted 
to go into more dPtail than the l\Iinister 
did, and ~,,·ith this object in view, I will fLrst 
refer hon. m cm hers to cl a use 2. Cl a use 2 
is based on section 3 of the Control of Trade 
Act of 1914. The first prm·iso to this clause 
sa,'Cs the nght of statutory corporations. 
The second proviso is includc>d in order to 
authorise the ,,ide powers gi,-en to the Com­
missioner under subclause (7) of clause 20 
of the Bill, under which, in the exercise of 
any of his functions or powers, he i" not 
to be bound bv rho rules of an v court or 
tribunal as to in·occduro or eYid~nco. This 
parhculru power sought to be conferred on 
the Con1n1i~:JionC'r is far too \vide. Clause 3 
is the interpretation clause of the Dill. and 
~ ,.., a. ,~er:,~ i1nportant one, because it contains 
manY rkfLnitions of a wide and far-reaching 
character. Attention is drawn to the defini­
tion of " a~sociation " and '' commercial 
trusts," ,-hich arc wide enough to include 

[Hun. T. C. Beirne. 

as:-3ociation or <:mnbination. Tho defbu­
.of "coi_nn1odity '~ is aLso very wide and 

p]ast 1 c. J t nw1nt1C's .. nnY article of fnod or 
dri.n:~ for Jqan or for~ u nv don::esiicated 
an1rn~1L'' Thi:-'i js \Yidc enoltgh to include 
('attl" ancl sht't'P on .1hc hoof, sugar, cheese, 
hittc1·. ard otlL'r pnmarv products. It also 
~nclnd~s. an"'; article "',Yhich cnt1'TS into or 
1s nsr tt 111 the corn position or preparation of 
food. ,clo: hi!1g. nr foot\\'C'rtr. This is genera] 
rnoug;1 to 1ncluJc Y ool nnd hick's. A num­
ber o£ articles are specif"JcnJl v mentioned· 
~-'nt, in addition to thi~. powci· is sought t; 
mdnd0 not only nwrchantablc article~. but 
nlso "scn"iu:s. rPndered to thP people." and 
a.lso nHtn~' tlung~ declared by proclamation 
t_q be con1moditics. This n~cans that the 
~;OV(•rnincnt can. b: procl:nnation. practic::dh~ 
lnclndc anything it \Yishes. ,, Trader,, rs. 
def1ncd as " any person carrvi11g on the 
busint'"-S of selling an:.7 comn1odities by any 
n.C'8llR whatco< 1·cr, and ,yjwthcr b.v "·hole­
~~lP or r0tnil." ThPn su1-clause (2) Of clause-
12 dl•als with pc-1altieo with reference to 
wholesale trader and retail trader. The Bill, 
howc,·cl\ does not d~flne '''hat is "whole­
sale" or Y.;hat is "retail." I vlould sug­
gc5t that definitions of both H ,yholc-;aJe n 

and "retail" arc neccSR'lr":. I snbmit that 
'· '"holc.::al('" flfC thof'P pc1:sons who ~ell for 
the purpo·~c of retail. and "rGtail" are 
thoee who i'ell for the purpose of consump­
t en or us.c. A definition on these or son1e­
v~l1l t sin1ilax li~(-'~ i;::. necessary. The power· 
LtKen under th1~ clau'"' 4 to declare what 
8hall be comn1odit.ics is yorv "~ide. as under 
it an:v goods. \Yares. merChandise. scrYices. 
rr'!Hlcred to the people. or other things can 
bC' declared '' con11noditic>." This means 
t'1ot all traclcJ and professions can be brought 
nnder the operations of the Act. Clause 5 
p1·oyidcs for the appointment by the 
CoYcrnor in Council of a Cornn1issioner of 
rJl·ice:::. Euonnou"- and drastic po,Yers are 
YCstcd in the CommiO&ioner under the· Bill. 
The questio!l ari~cs a'" to \Vlwthcr it ls aJvis­
" ble to place so ru1ch power in the hands 
of one rnan, and whether a board of three 
1muld not be preferable. It _,-ill be noted 
tl·wt under this clause' the Co:nn1is3ioncr is. 
to hold office at the pleasure of the Minister, 
which 'votlld Jlllt him absolutely undl'r the 
control of, ancl beholden to the 11inistor. 
Con~id0ring- the grea.t powers \vhich are 
Yeeiod in the Commissioner, he should be at 
kcst free from political wntrol or inter­
ference, and he independent. \Vhile sub­
clause (4) imJloses disabilities on certain per­
sons frorn becoming the Cornrni~sioner, it is 
to be noi ed that it don not include the 
dinbilitv of a person ,,-110 has been a member 
of the ExeeutiYc Council, or of either House 
of Paxliamcnt during fh-e years in1n1ediatcly 
preceding the passing of the Act. which disa­
bilit.y is imposed by section 10 of t.l10 State 
Erterpriscs Act. This disability appears to 
haYe been spl'Cially omitted in the Dill, and 
a _rw1:son now in Parlian1ent conld. on 
r~:::If01Jng, qua1ify for the position of Com­
rnis'-5ioner. Under clau~o 6 not onlv is the 
Cm:nmissioner to hold offic~ at the ,pleasure 
of the 1\Iinistrr. as by clause 5 provided. but 
under tlns clause he is to be subject to the 
direetiou and control of tho Minister in the 
administration of the> Act. 

. Hon. P. J. LEAHY: He- is just a figurehead: 
to carry out the Minister's instructions. 



Profiteering Prevention Bill. [6 NOVEMBER.) Jimoour Select-ions Bill. 

HoN. T. 0. BEIRNE: The Bill, as drawn, 
makcc; the Commissioner the creature of the 
Minister, which is objectionable_ 

Hon. G. PAGE-HANIFY: Don't you believe 
m :\Iinisterial responsibility? 

HoN. T. C. BEIR::--JE: :::-\ot as far as the 
railways or the banks are concerned. Would 
the hon. gentleman have Ministerial respon­
sibility a, far as thQ Commonwealth Bank 
i.'3 COllCCl'DCd ? 

Hon. G. PAGE-H.\NIFY: Oh, that is a dif­
f~~rcut thing altogether l 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Even in the Queens­
land Government Savings Bank they have 
an independent Commissioner. 

HoN. T. C. BEIR?-!E: Clause 7 is a ma­
chinery clause providing for the appointment 
of secretary and other officers. It is sug­
gested that the powers under this clause 
should be vested in the Commissioner, and 
not in the Minist~r. Under the State Enter­
prises Act like powers are vested in the 
Commissioner. Cla'use 8 gives the Commis­
sioner power of delegation, and authorises 
hilll to dell'gate his powers. functions, and 
dutiPs to the secretary or any other officer, 
also to appoint a Deputy Comrnis,~ioncr. 

Seeing that the po\v.ers are very wide, :t 
is a que~tion whether this power of delega~ 
tion should net be restricted to the secretary 
alone. It also authorise, him to appoint­
Deputy Commissioners for different parts of 
the State. This, no doubt. is to authorise the 
appointment of DepLrty Commissioners !er thr> 
Central and Northern districts. Clause 9 
is a machinery clause, and imposes upon the 
Commissioner the duty of investigating and 
from time to time reporting to the Minister 
on Ya<ious matters set out in the clause. 
Clause 10 giv~s the Commissioner the power 
in his absolute discretion to fix and declare 
maximum prices for the same commodities 
in different parts of the State. This is a 
very autocratic power to place in the hands 
of any one individual. Under this clause 
State enterprises are made subject to the 
prices fixed and d~clared by the Commis­
sioner. 'l'hat, of course, is quite right. 
Clauw 11 empowers the Commissioner to 
prohibit any increase in the price of a 
commodity aft~r a date to be flxed by him. 

The PRESIDENT: Order ! I would like 
to ask the hon. gentleman if he intends to 
d~:al with the claw:;cs in detail. He is out 
of order in so doing. On th.;: second read­
ing of a Bill he should speak on its general 
princi pies. He ea n refer to the cl a uses, but 
in discussing them in detail he is out of 
ordGr. 

HoN. T. 0. BEIRNE: I can refer to these 
others in Committee. 

The PRESIDE?-!'!' : The hon. gentleman 
will be in order in refe,rring to clauses here 
and there that he may think are of special 
importance, but he cannot take each clause 
in detail, or takQ the Bill in detail. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: The next one is 
the heart of the Bill. 

HoN. T. C. BEIRNE : Clause 12 is a very 
important clause in its way. that it enables 
a man-say a competitor of mine-to come 
into my store and, seeing certain material, 

to eay, "I want so many yards of that 
cloth." You have to sell it to him at tho 
declared price. I may want it in my own 
workrooms. If I sell any of that cloth my 
tailorino- department may be out of stuff. 
Yet under -this clause I am compelled to 
sell that cloth. That. I think, is not a fair 
thing. ' 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: At an arbitrary 
price, too. 

HoN. 'I'. C. BEIR:::-\E: At the -declared 
pricEJ, although, perhaps, it is impossible to­
replac() it at anything like the pnce. I 
wggest that under this clause it should be 
a defenCG to a prosecution to show that the 
defendant supplied a reasonable quantity of 
the commodity, or had not a sufficient quan­
tity of the commodity in his custody or 
control to supply the quantity demanded 
over and above the quantity permitted to be 
withheld from sale. It should also be a. 
sufficient defence to s.how that the defendant 
is not a wholesale trader in thG commodity, 
and the person who demanded to be supplied 
wa~- not a retail trader. The claus<) 13 
empowers the Commissioner to call upon 
all t-raders to make returns of such com­
modities. You are constantly making out a 
list of what you have. It must be l'Qturned 
on a certain date. \Vhen you come to con­
eider all the officials we have to employ 
to make out all the returns WG are compelled 
to send in, it is no wonder that the cost of 
living has been increasing. There are a ter­
rible lot of what I might call non-produc()r& 
or parasites. With every one of these Bills 
there are more and more officials appointed 
who have to b() paid. We have to provide 
men who do nothing all day long but make 
up returns. This is going to give us some 
more. I will support the second reading 
of the Bill, and when it comes into Com­
mitteE} I will do my best to improve it. 

HoN. W. R. CRAMPTON: I beg to move­
the adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 

The resumption of the debat() was made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

JIMBOUR SELECTIONS BILL. 

COMMITTEE. 

(Hon. W. F. Taylor in the chair.) 

Clauses 1 and 2-" Short title-" and "Inter­
pretation "-put and passed. 

Clause 3-" Relie.f in respect of selections 
taken up as agricultt<ral farms"-

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: He would 
ask the Minister to give the Committee some 
information with regard to subclause (2) of 

this clause, as he did not qmte 
[8 p.m.] gather what advantage the les-'CO 

was going to get under this pro­
vrswn. The subclause said-

" If the lease• of the agricultural farm 
has been converted into a perpetual lease 
of a perpetual ]ease selection before the 
dat€1 of the passing of this Act and such 
perpetual lease is at that date still sub­
sisting, the l~ss.ee th~reof shall _be 
entitled, upon giVmg_ notice as aforesard, 
to surrender the sard le-ase and to be 
granted a perpetual lease of the land 

Hon . .A. G. C. Hawthorn.] 
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as a perpetual lease selection under and 
subject to the terms and provisions set 
forth in subsection four hereof." 

·vvhat >vas the difference between a "perpetual 
lease" and a "perpetual lease selection "? 

The SECRET.\RY FOR MINES: The 
lessee of a selection y, as a person who applie.d 
before the 30th June; 1918, for leave to 
-convert his land into a perpetual lease under 
the Closer Settlement Act of 1906, and that 
person would be enabled under this provision 
to apply for a new perpetual lease under 
the Bill. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Under different 
tenus? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes. 
'The selector might then take advantage of 
the provisions of this Bill. Many of the 
original selectors-he did not quite know 
the· number-had converted their original 
tenures into perpetual lease tenures, under 
which they paid 1~ per cent. By coming 
under the provisions of this Bill they would 
pay only 1 per cent., and all the perpe·tual 
lease selectors would then be on the same 
footing. 

IIoN. P. J. LEAHY: The fact that a 
number of the original Jimbour settlers had 
brought their land under the perpetual lease 
svstom must not be taken to indicate that 
they favoured that system. It simply meant 
that they found it impossible to carry on 
under the old high-price conditions, and 
that, like a drowning man catching at a 
straw, they converted the·ir selections into 
perpetual leases under w hi eh the price was 
reduced, rather than forfeit those selections. 
Those lands which wem converted into per· 
petual leases carried 1~ per cent., and under 
the pro.-isions of this Bill they would save 
~ per cent. Since t.he previous evening he 
had gone through t.lw \Yhole of tlu:· ulause::i 
of the Bill, and he confessed that he did 
not 600 anv nc·cessitv fur any rr1aterial 
JUnendn1Cllt ln the nH.:'U~ure. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clause 4-" Relief in respect of selections 

tal.-en up a;.; perpetual leases"-

IIo:~ . .c\. G. C. I-I..::\. \'VTl-lOR.I-J said t~1at 
lP 't night. wh0,n the Bill >Yas read a second 
titnc. there "".'.'as a good dPal of discussion 
about tho Jirnbour Estate ha.ving been 
<.!c{ruired Ly the late Government, and a 
good cL tl of criticistn reg-arding the high 
price pai-J for the estate. On going through 
the d, hates of that pniod, ho noticed that 
tl10 Hon. Sir Rolwrt Philp, who was then 
in op]Jt"ition. objected to tho proposal of 
thl' Hon .• J. T. Bell, >rho -,.,as then Minister 
fOi' Public Lands, to give Mr. Pulsford an 
opportunity of rcser,~ing a lnrge portion of 
tlH' cstatL' for Yicturian a11d other Southern 
,.pttJc-rs who proposc·d to come to Queens­
land and settle under the group system. 
'1lhat sc1H'nlc vvas stopped, and thus a 
mtmbcr of settlers were prevented from 
cotuing to Quet n~land. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: 'l'he 
hon. gentlc1nan was rai3ing a ghost of the 
past. He quite remembered his own atti­
tude on this question in 1907, and ho suppose-d 
he ,.-as the first man who move·d for a r0turn 
in connection with the matter and opposed 
the ]ate Hon, J. T. Bell's form of group 
settlement. Later on, the Hon. Sir Robert 

[Hon. A. G. C. Hawthorn. 

Philp also opposed it. He (Mr. A. J. Jones) 
also oppos!'d giving preference to people 
from the South as against native-born 
Quoenslanders. At that time ho represented 
the large agricultural district of the Burne-tt, 
and he knew that nati.-o-born Queenslanders 
who were brought up in that district had 
not an opportunity of g~tting land, while 
preference was given, not only to people 
from the Southern States. but also to 
foreigners. On the Binjour Plateau, prefer­
once was given to people from overseas at 
the expense of Australians, and the whole 
of that beautiful land was settled bv immi­
grants from Germany. Ho thought that was 
an unsound policy, and that while they 
should do all they coul-d to encourage· settle· 
ment on the land by making the conditions 
as attractiYe as possible, it was unwise to 
give preference to people from overseas as 
against na ti Ye-born Quec•nslanders. Very 
few of those group settlements had been 
successful, and somehow the GoYornment had 
a happy knack in those days of making 
experiments in that direction in the- Burnett 
district. 

Clause put and passed. 

Clause 5-" Provi.•ians as to un;;elected 
lnnd on Jimbo,ur "-

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: While not 
opposing the Bill in any way, he should like 
to ask the Minister whether he woul-d deal 
out equally generous treatment to farmers 
in other districts--to men who. through no 
fault of their own, had not made a success 
on land acquirc·d from the Government. 
Supposing that the soldiers at Beerburrum, 
who were not farmers, failed to make a 
"do'' on their holdings, \Votdd the Govern­
ment treat them with similar gcmerosity? 
Would they also treat in the same way 
'·c!tlers on th{· Binjour Plateau if the•· sent 
a deputation to the Government and" asked 
for such treatment? Similarly, would the 
same generous trc·atrncnt be arcordrd to 
all classes of the community w''o had bad 
luck or >Hre in similar trouble 9 

The SECHET~\RY FOR MINES: The 
Governmtmt would treat e.-cry individual 
case on its n1crits. 

llon. P. J. LEAIIY: Supposing the Govern· 
mcnt were treated on their merits: 

The SECRETARY FOH 1\IIKES: Then 
they would ha ye a loug lease of life. 

Cl::wsc put and pa .. se-rl. 

The Council resumed. The CHAIRMAN re­
ported tlw Bill without amendment, and the 
report was adopted. 

The third reading of the Bill was made 
an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

LIQUOR ACT A:YlENDl\lEKT BILL. 

PosTPOXE}IEXT OF SEro~·m READDm. 

The SECHETARY FOR MINES: I ask 
leaye of the· House to mm·e t'•e second 
reading of the Liquor Act Amendment Bill 
to-monow. and \Yith that object in view, 
I mo.-e-That the Order of tho Day be post­
poned until to-morrow. 

HoN. A, G. C. HA WTHORX: I might 
a~k the J.Vlinistcr fur an assurance that it 
v·ill be actually gone on with to-morrow-
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that he will, at any rate, give us his second 
readiug sp<.:ech. 

The SECR£TARY FOR MIKES: I anticipate 
that there will be more than one speech 
to~morrow. If hon. members \Yish to have 
my speech to~night, I do not mind, but I 
thought hon. members would pref£r to have 
it to~n1orro'"". 

HoN. E. W. ll. FOW.LES: It is my duty 
to say hol'o that the Government bring in 
liquor reform on the second last day before 
wo aujourn, and the :Minister proposes to 
deliYcr his second reading speech to-n1orrow. 
That is quite enough for the people of 
Qut:cnsland. The G'oYcrnn1ent have wa~ted 
th< S( "ion. they ha,-e done a parliamentary 
grab, thc.v haYe got an Appropriation Bill, 
they have lost a pdition. 

Hon. A. SKIH\"IKG: Did they lose it? 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: They ha vel lost 
it. At any rate, they have not found it. 

Hon. l'. J. LEAHY: They have lost their 
reputation. 

HoN. E. \Y. H. FOWLES: They m vor 
had one, or, rather, they had ono, but a 
doubtful one. Queenslantl mav as well know 
that thi-, Gon~rnnu~Ht haYe nlanaged to put 
off liquor reform until the second last day 
of the session. 

Hon. T. NEVITT: It is not the second 
last day of the session. 

Ho:-~. E. W. H. FOWLES: Call it session 
or whatever you like. They have put it off 
for twelve months of this year at all events­
they coul-d not put it off any more than that. 
:\ow they have proposed to adjourn it until 
to~morrow. \Ve want this truth to be l,nown 
-that for the whole of these twelve months 
the Government have managed effectu;llly 
and cleverly to ]lostpone any id.ea of liquor 
reform. What can the people of Queensland 
take from that? That this Government do 
not int-end to bring in ono atom of liquor 
reform. vVhen they meet a Six o'Clock 
Closing Bill in another place they shy off, 
and when they come to a .Liquor .Act Amend~ 
ment Bill the Minister moves the second 
reading-to~morrow. If he wants to g-et 
salaries raised to £500 he sends out an Arch~ 
angel Gabriel call, and gets men right away 
clown by wireless from Sydney. 

The l'RESIDENT: Order ! 

HoK. E. W. H. FOWLES: If the G-ovDrn~ 
tnent ,,~ant to pass oertain nlea,-,urcs, they can 
sit to 10 or half~past 10. If they want to 
take one single hour off liquor they clo ''" ~t 
ba!f~past S. That is the sincerity-heaven 
prescrYe us !--of the present Gov·erntnent. 

The SECHETAHY FOR Yl:INES: The hon. mem~ 
bur himself altered the business~shoet last 
night and this afternoon. 

Ho:-~. E. \Y. H. FOWLES: I have had 
nothing to do with the busines~~sheet to~day. 
That is in the GoYt-:rnrnf'nt arrangerncnt. 
'l'ho most vital [lart of their programme is 
siiuply relegated to the expiring hours of 
this t'ession. \Y·c shall Jnect to-rnorrow, and 
\vl::-:11 each other a rnerry Chrishnas a~Jd a 
happy :KPw Ycar~a drunken New Year 60 

Ltr as the other varty is concerned. 

The PR.ESIDE:l'\T : Order ; 

Hon. T. :'<EYITT: \Yhcn did you sec an hon. 
member on this side drunk? 

HoN. K W. H. FOWLES: As a matter of 
fact I han' frequently seen the hon. member· 
~obcr. 'That is qujtc un\vurthy, b(~cnuse I 
know that he is quite aB strong a. ten1p.~.:'rance 
adYocato as I a m myself. 

Hon. T. J. O'SnEA: Is this a wowscr mutuai: 
admiration society? 

Ho:-~. E. \V. Il. FO\VLES: Well. it is not 
a boosl'l' adrniratiou society, if it is a \VO\\~~er 
OllP. 

Th" l'J<ESIDEXT : Order ! 

HoN. K W. r~r. FO\VLES: .A lthoug·h there 
arc ln'lny ten1pcranoc advoe:ltes GTl 
the othct· He,·erthelf'::S, if it COlllC, to 
a quostion of put,ting a Liquor Bill to the 
r,•flp;c of Queensland they rtro prepared, rt 

ac~1uic2cc in <ldjourrnng 1t. I hav€ 
a lcttt'l' to-dav iu l'{'g'll'J to thi:; 

Bill from an as,ociatio;; of which the lion. 
Mr. Page~H auif:· ·was president. 

llon. T. NE\"I'IT: \Ye want your assistance 
to get it fruough later on. 

HoN. E. W. I~I. FOWLES: Later on. 

Hon. T. ~EYITT: Before long. 

IIo:'<. K \V. II. FO\YLES: The hen. mem~ 
her will have got qllite used to his en,-iron~ 
lll(cllt in the colcstial sphere before he gets 
iiquor reforn1 fro[n this Governn1ent. This 
ldt('r is from the International Order of 
Good Tomplars. It is dated 4th November, 
and says-

" Si1\~At a very large me-eting of 
rncmborc of the above order held at 
\Voolloongabba on Monday ov.ening, the 
following r<Jsolution was earned unam~ 
mouslv and I was instructed to notify 
vou tZ,, that effect:-
' That this united meeting under the· 

auspices of the Metropolitan District 
Lodge of the International Order of 
Good Templars express their. approval 
of the main features of the Lrquor Act­
Amendment Bill broug·ht in by the 
Government, and whioh has passed the 
Assembly, and we trust th_at the 
measure will become law durmg the 
pre~cnt session of Parlian1ent." 

Hon. A. SKJRVING: \Yho signed it? 

Ho;.r. E. W. H. FOWLES: A. B. Taylor, 
district ohiof templar, chairman. 

Hon. A. SKIRVING: The secretary told me 
he recognised he saw no chance of gcttrng 
it before the adjournment. antl he would 
be satisfi0d to get it through after the, 
adjournrncnt. 

HoN. K W. H. FO\YLES: To~morrow! 
It has been " put off until to-morrow " for 
fonr and a-half years. 1

TC we go1ng to d1e 
crying out " to-rTiorrovv " ? rrhis Government 
is :;;upportcd by a hn:gc n~1;nber of tcn1pc:­
ancc refonncrs opposite:. lhey can supp~rt 
tho GoYel"lln'(mt [or halt a ycu, and at t.1e 

opportunity w:wn a Bill come' before· 
the from andhcr place deal,ug- wrth 
liquor reform, th<'y simply sit still and 
lisi"cn to their leatlcr's >110t1on that we haYe 
the sC'cond reading·-to-rnorrow. I '\Yonder 
that pycrv hon. nlcmber on the other side 
with an atom of regard for the welfare of 
his fellow men did not jump up and make a 
protest~a n1ost effective protest--against 
reading this Bill to-n10lTD\Y. 

Hon. \Y. J. HTDRD.\N: Some of your people· 
will mm'e that it be rr 1cl this day six months,, 

Hon. E. W, H. Fowles,] 
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Hox. K W. H. FOvVLES: That would 
nit the hon. rncrn.ber. 

The PP.ESIDE:\T: Order! 
Hon. iY .• J. RroRDAN: That is a practice 

,of yours. 

Hox. E. W. II. FOWLES: 
c\)ubt that hon. 1nen1bers are 
a')harncd--

I have no 
thoroughly 

The PRESIDE:\T: Order! I ask the hon. 
HJc'n1Ler to moderate his language. l-Ie is 
n:;ing language that is not padimnontary. 

Hox. E. \Y. H. FOWLES: I was giving 
hon. m em b0rs credit for feelings such as 
v oulJ lJclong to ordinary persons of humane 
di>positions. and I still gi,·e then. credit for 
that-tJ1at they cannot liYe without a feeling 
of ~hanw that thPir O\vn Governtnont, pro­
fp"SsiJJg to bo social reformers, have done 
nothing. \Ye caro not a rap for what people 
saY. \Ye look to ·.,,hat they do. We care 
w;t fer how thee· speak, bLit for how they 
\·otc. 

Hon. A. SKIRYIXG: You wiped out the 
l'upular InitiatiYo and ReferE'ndum Bill, 
''-hich would have given t!IC people an oppor­
tunity to vote on the question. 

Hm:. K W. H. FOWLES: It is not wiped 
ont yet. but I will Yote for it stilL :\'ow 
W" haY<' come to the end of the working 
year. vVc shall meet to-morrow, probably, 
to say "Good·bye," and that will be the last 
"''' ,,-ill sec of each other in a legislative 
capacit::. until the end of the year. 

Hon. G. PAGE-l-IANIFY: Not the end of 
the sP~sion. 

Hox. K W. H. FOWLES : Is this a ques­
tion to quibble about? Xot an atom of pro­
gress has bc0n 1nadp on this question during 
this twe!Ye months. 

Hon. Cl. PAGE-H.EIFY: You are talking 
to the gallr>ry. 

Ho:.:. K \Y. H. FO\YLES: I am talking 
t·J the hon. member. 

Tlw SccHETAIIY FOR MINES : There has been 
progress. Ii is introduced into this Chamber 
with a Yicw to a .king this Chamber to 
pa•,s it. 
Ho~. E. "\\'. H. FO\YLES: \Vill the hon. 

n. mlwr pass it. this cYcning" \V ill he make 
his S0l:ond reading speech this OYening, and 

on with the businl'SS of the country, or 
the attitude of appearing to fool the 

oi.:.cc n1orc on this n1atter? _Eyery­
ono know.' the attitndc of the Governnrent. 
E1·cryom• know. that there arc gentlemen 
nu that side who arc strong tmr1perance 
;·pformers, hut who have not managed to 
establish one sing!t• reform in fotu and a-half 
yenr~. And no11.: tJ1cy sit stilL knowing that 
thC' iJJteres.t.;; nf the pGopJe of Queensland are 
bound up in liquor reform. Thev do 
nothing. - " 

Hon. \Y. J. Ihmm.\X: ·what are you doing• 

Hox. FOiTLES: 
quitP \ 
llH'a.-.:.nrc 

\Y. J. HIORD \X: \\'hat did vou do 
you had your '"eo ;ernnwnt in pOwer? 

Ho". E. \Y. H. FO\YLES: It ""'" not mv 
Guyf.nnnc>IH. .:\s a rnatt('r of fact I bolicvC 
the ]_)~._-..nlHll!1 GoY(•rnn1c11t diJ pas; a Liqt1o:..~ 
Reforn. B1ll, nnd \Yerc pa·j"·"ed unt as a 
•'l'>U]!. 

Hon. \Y. J. H!OCW.\X; You tried hard to 
r1:1 ke it ycur CoH~rn1ncnt, though·: 

l_lion. B. W. H. Fowlt-s. 

Hox. E. vV. H. FOWLES: I am not 
aware of that. at all. 

Hon. IV. J. RJORDA:-<: \Yhat about the 
Fortitude Valley contest? 

HoN. E. \Y. H. FOWLES: Yes, and Forti· 
tudc V alleY returned two n;gn-one to the 
Assembly a;1d one to the Council. (Laughter.) 

The PRESIDE'\T: Order~ I hope the 
hon. m<;mbe•· will not be ]I'd astray by inter­
jcct·ions, and I nn1st ask hon. rnorr1bers I?ot 
i o make thorn. \Ye want to get on w1th 
lnvine". and the qnostion before the Council 
is the postponement of Order Xo. 3. 

Ho:-<. K W. I-I. FOWLES: And the post­
ponenwnt of Order ""o. 3 is the biggest ques­
tion before the ccmnt.rv thts Year, and the 
:VIini~tcr. who has prObably 'as ~1un1ane a 
heart as anyone here, neYorthcless, dolib­
eratPlv at half-past 8-although he asks us 
hJ sit" to 11 on oth<'r cn•nings-postpones a 
n1oasuro like thi~. \\·hen h0 kno"\YS Yery "\Yell 
that tho measure cannot com.e on for serious 
discussion until next yc1r. I want it to be 
known that the Conn(·il. at anv rate, is not 
blocking tenlpl'ranco rcfonn. ~\Vo are here 
to do onr duty, and if the ::'.linistor cares to 
go on with the Bill--

Hon. A. SKIRVI"-:G: That remains to be 
seen. 

HoN. F \Y. H. FOWLES: We are here 
to do 'JLH duty now. 

Hon. A. S'CIR\'IXG: vY e are here, and you 
are th0ro with about one-third of your side. 

Hox. K W. H. FO\VLES: \Vo have had 
to form a quorLun for hon. members very 
oft.on and thcv "·ould never have got 
tlwit·' £\ppropriation Bill this afternoon if we 
had not given them a kg up 'nth our own 
nun1bers. 

Hon. A. S!ORYING: You did not want it 
pa'•&nd, anyho\L 

The l'RESIDE:\T: Order! 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: It 'vas passed. 
I do not whiue oYer it in the slightest. 

The PRESITJE:\T : Order l 

Ho::. E. W. H. FOVILES: I want the 
Hon. ML Pag!'-Hanify and other'• who sup­
port the Government to thmk seriously just 
at th ·s point that. ut their 01Yll wish, by 
their own leader's \\·ish. at their own 
lc•adcr's n1otion, they are postponing the 
n1ost irnportant proposition of the Govern~ 
n:cnt fOl' this vear. I may not discuss the 
proposition; I ",,.ish I could. but this m.otion 
1viJl ])rCYcnt a discussion of it. 

Hon. \Y. R CRD!PTOX: It i" a treat to hear 
you protc:::t agai11st dclny. 

Box. E. W. H. FO\YLES: I have been 
here o,~cr.Y ~itting until the Council has 
closed within the last twelve months. l have 
not left tlll' nreciucts of the House until it 
has a dj ounH:J. 

The PHESIDE:\T: Order 1 I ,,-ould ask 
the hon. gentknwn to address hint~l·lf to the 

qul'•st-.ion bl~fo1·e the Council and 
[8.30 p.m.] not to teke notice of interjec­

timls: aud I "\Vcmld <-16k hon. 
not to interject; it is only deln:-ing 

Jiox. K W. H. FO\YLES: lf the Minister 
cot:ld gi,-e son1c indication thn.t a debate 
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would take place on the Bill to-morrow. or 
that he wou!d dclin;r his eecond reading 
speech--

IIon. G. PAGE-HAl{IFY: IIo has assured you 
of that. 

HoN. E. "\Y. H. FO\YLES: Or, if he would 
-J.sk hon. nletn0er-s to l'L'turn next Tucsda._~ or 
vVednc,da:· to discuss one of the biggest 
socia,J reforms of the century--

The SECRET AllY FOH ::'vii-:iES: If vour eide 
will gnnrantoe to pass the Bill as· it is to­
lTIOlTow, \Yithout an1811dmcnt, l anl lJl'CpnrcJ. 
to go on with it. 

Ilm:. E. W. H. FO\VLES: How could I 
7ivc any such guarantee? \Ve can guarantee 
on this side that any Bill brought befo"e the 
Council will receive the mo-t careful con­
si.dPration. but I canr~ot guarantee what any 
hon. member on this side will do. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR l\IlXES: You want to 
kili the Bill with an amendment. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOvYLES: I would accept 
anv Bill from the Government that would cut 
off~ one single hour frmn the n1ost hideous 
tra.flic t·hat the world has ever known. Tho 
hon. gcntlernrall ;,_p,k_s nw to give a guarantee, 
but why does he not attempt to pass this 
rnoaGuro in the same \V ay as he scoured the 
four corners of the globe"to get men to come 
and suppClrt anothel" mcasun>? "\Yhy does ho 
not sho1Y the sa1ne sincerity in pas;;ing this 
great ;;oeial refonn as he did in IJaEl-:ing the 
groat eo:-ial reforrn of increasing the sa.lll:lries 
of nwmhcrs of the _\sscmhly? Queensland 
will view the attitude of this Government 
with the most profound dis>tppointrnent and 
disgust. and tf'mponuwc supporters of the 
Government will find out at last that thcv 
are being thoroughly duped-that they ar'C 
nwre dupes cf a .-pccious platform that it \vns 
never intended to put into effect. 

lioN. G. P AGE-IIA"\IFY: I rise to say 
that I think n1y earnestness and sincerity in 
the cause of tonl]Wl'anco can be pitted against 
1 hat of tho Finn. :\h. Fa-des. I say here 
that I Ull\ Cjuite prepared to back up the 
::'vlinistcr in adjou"ning the debate. knowing 
that he is going to delivpr his second reading 
speech to-morrow, and that the Bill \vill th<>n 
probabl:v lio oYer until \Ye moot again in 
J,tltuary. 

Hon. E. vV. H. FOWLES: Till we meet 
;::gain! 

lioK. G. PAGE-I-!Al\IFY: :'\o harm will 
done to the cau:;;e by adopting 1hat course. 

Hon. J\Ir. FmYlcs·3 continual attac:ks 
11pon the G-oycrnn1ent in this way have done 
trC'rncndous harm to the cause that he pro­
fL·sses t.o ndYncate. be( 1.use the Gov(:rnrncnt 
flnppo:·t::_•rs always l'C'"C'Ylt it. Then.~ is no 
v·)int at all in ohj-Pctiug to tl1e tn·e;:.ont 
rr:.otion. rrllC TTon. :\1r. Fcndes kncnYS, und I 
kucy thai· t~1i• l~ill is not ?:oing to gPt 

the Council in one sithng--probabh· 
hYO -.ittin;:rc. I that the Bill 
Pn clC'luvPd and here ,D 

lmt I 'am quire as to the 
bona of tlw GoYC'rrnnPnt as 

the If hon. gcntlurwn on the' 
01111 c;id" ,!0 not •n('Ck th0 Bill 

into it ~:1n1cthing 1.Yhid1 \Yill he 
it 1vill bccmnc la\Y, an~1 it will 

rfi'{'Ctivc lJnc,mlin~ la\Y in .January 
as it \Y r0 pas~ccl l10\Y)..__1)cc·-tu;:;:~ its firSt 
0prration--w1ih thP exception of the one 
tlan~c ~-. hi<_'h den ls \Yith the pull at the tirno 
<Jf the Senate election--will be a poll to be 
tekcn next October to decide an issue to take 

,,ffect in 1921. I onh- wi,h the hon. gentle­
Juan 1vould accept the 1tliuistcr'.- chalJenge, 
but I know that he cannot giYe that assur­
ance because there arc thusc on hiB- own 
side \vho intend to flght the Bill bitterly in 
the interest.' of the trade. 

'The PRESIDE)[T: Order : 

Hox G. l' AGE-HA~IFY: I snppmt the 
Minist;,r in his d<oire to alter the husincss­
shect, and I wonJ.rl not have spoken nt all, 
[,ut that the Ilon. l>Ir. Fcwlc'B adclrcs;c-d h" 
remarks ~D persistf'Htl:v h11VQrds. :me. I a1n 
not at all ashamed of the pos1twn I have 
taken up as a tcn1perancP ach~?cnt-: i.n 
snpporting the Government. and th18 B1ll lS 
a complete justification to the position I have 
taken up. 

Q1w>tion put and passed. 

GOVERNOR'S SALARY ACT OF 1872 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

SECOND READIXG. 

The SECRETARY FOR :NIINES: This is 
a vcrv small Bill of two clauses. As the 
title 1ndicates. it is a Bill to. amend tl;e 
Govr'rnor' s Salary Act of 1872 m a certam 
particular. Section 5 of that Act rea·ds-

" An officer provisionally administering 
the Government of Q1wcnsland during the 
absence or incapacity of the Governor, 
or during the vacancy of the office, shall 
receive ome-half the salary of Governor, 
and, if lw be the holder of any othe,1; 
office, one-half the :;alary of such office. 

All one needs to do in moving the socc;nd 
reading of the Bill is to C]uotc that sectwn 
:<nd clause 2 of the Btll, \YhJCh reads-

'' In s:'ction fiye of the Governor's 
Salary Act of 1872, the words ' a?d if he 
be the h0ldcr of any other office one­
half the salary of such office' arc repealed 
and tho wor·ds ' Provided that if such 
oflicer is already in receipt of any salary 
as a judge, or a~ an officer In Pa.rlla­
ill{'Dt. or as an officer undc1· the Crow11 
he shall not receive any part of the 
calarv of Governor. or bo entitled to the 
allo,~anc,, s specified in section seven of 
this Act. but ho shall be entitled to s~ch 
other allowanecs as ma:v at any tnno 
hereafter be appropriated by Parlinme~1t 
in his case in substitution for the sa1d 
allo-,yunccs' arc insr>rted in lieu thereof." 

Hon. A. G. C. IIAW1'HORK: "\Vhat are the 
nllovnlllCt'S referred to? 

The SECRETARY FOR jy.Ul'\ES: I sup­
thev a.re certain allovvances appcrtaunng 

;mce of Gm·ernor. 1t might refer 
tu travelling allowances. His Excellency 
rec·f'iYcs a certain traYcililJg a!lowar;cc. The 

rrlarv of the GoYernor WDS reduced in 1904 
frcm' ,·£5.000 to ,£3,000 per annum, but there 

cr>rtain allowance" ap11Prtaining to the 
The Bill explains itself. I, therefore, 

lwu· to move--That the Bill be nmv read a 
St'c:ond timt~. 

Hox. A. G. C. HA WTliOR:\f: I do not 
know thet ·e can oppose this Bill. but I 
would ccrtailllv ha \~C Iiln U son1e inforn1ation 
r1::- to ho\Y thC a1lov.rrtnce~ are going to be 
cnt do\vn. \YlHJC'YCr acts. as Dcpu ty Governor 
c•r Lit:utonant-Governor ,,-ilJ ha Ye to. keep 
np a certain amount of state, a?Jd. \Vlll _b< 
nut t.o u, ccrta 1n an1ount of expense 1n xnan1-
tainlng the dignity of the office, just f s a 
n·ul Governor js. I do uot kno·w· that \-VC 

should be asked to pass tho Bill without 

Hon . .A. G. C. Hawthorn.] 
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knO\ving exactly what allowances are to b" 
cut off. The Government hav" become very 
economical all at once. They chop down the 
salary that is to be paicl to the Deputy 
Governor. but onh :1 dav or two before 
t lw ,- do that i hey 'pop £200 per annum on 
to the salaries of members of the Assemblv . 
.l do not ,~<"c \Yhero the economv corrws ln 
undPJ' tho.'3c eirrun1 "tances; but~ I suppose 
th0~~ arc rnaklng thp unfortunatf' Deputy 
GoYtTnor pay for the increase in the salaries 
ot llH'ndwrs uf tho ~\_s~cn1bly. 

Hon. IV. J. RroRDAx: How much did vou 
gPt v;;bcn you were Treasurer? ~ 

Hox. A. G. C. HA \YTHORN: I got the 
t•sual salary of a }Iinistcl'. and I carHccl it. 
I guarantC'e I earned it ],ctter than the hon. 
Jl!('!Ttb{'r cur11~ whatcYC'l' he is getting. 

llon. \\7. J. RIOHDAX: I a1n not so ;.;uro 
<::hout that. 1:-,-ou \VPt'C nPVf'r a,ble to earn 
:cur own 11Yiug i11 your life. 

The PHESIDE::-JT: Order' 

Hox. A. G. C. HA WTHOH:\: The hon. 
nH~m ber is getting 111orc· no\Y than cYcr ho 
\i' .-ts worth. 

The PHESIDE:\fT: Order ! 
The SECHETARY FOR ''v!rxES: The :Lllow:Lnces 

arc proyiclcd for by appropriation. 

Hox. A. G. C. HA \YTHORN: I think 
it ought to be specifically stated that certain 
allowances arc to be paid, and not h:1ve 
thr'm dc>rlcnding upon the sweet will of the 
GoYernmcnt of the drn. It is rather intercst­
j 11g to see the 1GOYE'l:nrnent chopping do·wn 
tnis small item, and increasing the salaries 
of members of the Assembly, and :1lso pro­
posing to appoint another s:Llaried Minister. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: This is prob­
hablv the meanest Bill that has ever been 
brought before the Queensl:1ncl Parliament. 

The PRESIDE:NT: Order ! I would ask 
the hon. gentleman to use more parli:1mentary 
language. He is not right in dec;cribing the 
actions of the Gon'rnmcnt :1s mean. 

HoN E. W. H. FOWLES : This is nrobably 
the most parsimonious measure that h:1s 
ever been -brought before the Queensland 
Parliament; and when I have finished, I 
have no doubt that the President will feel 
that he has been rather hasty in calling me 
t0 order for using so moderate a term as 
' me:Ln" with regard to this Bill. 
. The SECRETARY FOR MINES: In what way is 
It 1nean? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: I propose to 
show exactlv what is behind this Bill. It is 
one of the 'most contemptible pinpricks that 
has ever been inflicte-d upon an Acting 
Governor. I do not propose to lot anv hon. 
gentleman vote blindfolded upon such a 
measure as this. Section 5 of the principal 
Act proYides th~t an officer may bo appointed 
to act ]1ronsion:Ll!y .,-hen the ord in:1ry 
Governor is away from the State. or when he 
is ill or incapacitated. The functions of the 
Governor an' set out in the " Year Book of 
the Comrnom.-ealth of Australia," No. fl, at 
pages 917 and 918, and I commend them to 
hen. members opposite. Thov will find that 
His Excellencv has duties· that :Lre not 
fudoql!ately ron;tm?ratcd by the small sal:1ry 
that IS given to lmn at tho present time. 

The SECRE1'ARY FOR ='>lrKES : You say the 
Governor's salary is too small at £3,000 per 
annum, and yet yon contend that a member 
of Parliament can live on £300. 

[Hon. A. G, C. Hauthorn. 

HoN. E. iY. H. FOWLES: I refer hon. 
o-entlcmen to Keith's "Responsible Govern­
~1Pnt in the Do;niuiotls)" where he contends 
that some Governors earn twice their 
e:llarie', and others earn nothing; it depends 
altog·dher upon the personality of the man. 
i discuss this quite apart fron1 any reference 
lo the present Governcr of Queensland or of 
c•llv of the States in the Commonwealth. 
S<•ct.ion 5 saYe that the oHicrr who performs 
1 he duties of Gm·ernor is to receive half hi& 
O\Y'11 salary and half the GoYernor's salary; 
also that· in thP intcrin1 tho Governo~r's 
estahlishnwnt. is to be kFpt up and that the 
u~nal cxponses arc to go on 'vith regard to 
private socrctar:--', confidential P.cerotary,. 
aide-de-camp, typist, lodgekecper, etc. 

Th< SECHETARY FOR YIINES : That will be 
dmH' by appl'Olll'ia.tion. 

Hox. \Y. H. FO\VLES: The holder of 
t1H_· oflico 1nost irnportant duties to per~ 
fornl; duties somctinlC'S den1anding the 1nost 
r],.Jj. ate ski'tl. the clearret judgment, and the 
widest know!crlge po"ible. Kow, \vhat does 
this Bill proJlO"l? It proposes to say to the 
prc·nnt Chief Justice of th.is State .. who h:1s 
et dorn1ant c;uJnnu::;sion whlCh yva.s 1ssued on 
9th Octnbrr. 1900. "You will have to be 
L;cutent!nt-Govcrnor during the ,i,nterin: aft~r 
tht> prt'scnt GoYrrnor _l0av~s, whiCh lS 

a.~1nounced to be son1c tune 111 :pecember...' I 
unclcrst1nd, or probably early m the New 
Yerll'. It ,,-ill take six or seven months for 
hi~ sucf't:,-"sor to con1o across the \Vater and 
asoumo dutv. This Bill proposes to say to 
the Chid Justice. "You must take up all the 
duties cf Acting Governor, but you ~re 
to rC'ccive not ono penny Df salary fo,r do1_ng 
those duties." Could there bo :111ythmg hke 
it conceived in constitutional history, even 
in tho blackest pages of J am:Lica and of 
Governor Evrc; ovC'r there? 

The SECH~TARY FOH :\fr"ES : All he could 
rer·cive would be £2,750-half of £3,000, th_e 
present Goyernor's salary, and half of his 
ovn1 salary. 

I-loK. E. \V. IL FOWLES: Ex:1ctly b?ar­
ing out my argument. \Vhat a co_ntemptible 
pinprick this is for the present Chief J ustwe. 

The SECRETARY FOR MixES: How could he 
lose'! His present sa!:Lry is almost equal. 

HoN. E. W. H . .FOWLES: The Bill is one 
of those that is simply aimed in the dark l_Ike 
an Italian stiletto at the present Chwf Justice . 
The dormant commission appoints the Ch1ef 
Justice to act as Governor in case of the 
death, absence. or incapacity of the 
Governor, and Lieutenant-Governor, 1f any, 
The administration of the Government. 
deyolycs on the Chief Justice or semor JUdge. 
That is t•ndcaYoured to be concealed in this 
Bill but thcv had to let the cat out of the 
bag· and thov" had the very word "jud~e" m 
the Bill. The vPl'Y word condemns It. It 
provides that, if such officer IS al;-eady in 
receipt of salary as a JUdge he IS to be 
deprived of h:1lf the Gowrn~r's salary. T I 
ha vo no brief for anyone 111 this matter. J.-lc 
g('ts his own salary. but \vhat else• does he 
get for acting as Governor of this State? 
\Yith r<'gard to the upkeep of the establish­
ment it is left to the ,.,·ect will of the 
~lini~tcr ·what is to happen. 

Hon. _L G. C. HAWTHOR::\: They can knock 
his secretary off. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: That is the 
first thing they would do. This is lo:1ded, as 
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evervbodv can sec. They first of all practically 
abol~sh p'ayment for the of!irt; of Lieutenant­
GoYcrnor to degrade the ofltee m the eyes 
of all the othc·r States. Then they say that 
the allowa.nccs for the upkeep of the estab­
lishment arc to be altogether cwcpt away 
and anv ne\v a11uw.-,_nces are to be at thu 
sweet ,;·ill of the Minister. Could tlwrc be 
anv Bill conceived in a n1ore parsiu1onious 
sp{rit thnn this 1neasurc? It is a nwst 
ren1arkabk mc:-a urf'. \Vith rcganl to the~ 
aC'tual wqwns0s of gqv0rnors in the State, I 
find that the gubernatorial establishment in 
Nc"· South \Vale'. inclucbng thr, salary of 
llis Excellency, runs into £10.UG4. In Vic­
toria it is £10,4lr. in Qaecnslaml £7.447, 
South _\uctralia £5.311. \Vestern Australia 
£6.965. Tasmania £3.856. Th0 salaries of 
the- r0srwrtivo goveruors, \Yhich aro interest­
ing, I aJ:o:o hnve. In tho Comn1onwcalth Sir 
Ronald lVIunro Fcrgu~ 111 at prc:'ent g{'ts 
£10.000. Lord Hopctoun said that £10.000 
d1d not. nay a third of hi:" c';:pcnses. In N0\v 
South \Va.!"ns the salar'· is £5.000, in Victoria 
£5,0lJ•l and in Qucem'!and £3.000. In South 
Amtra'tia, with a e:,•nllcr population than 
our , it is £4,000. In \Yestern Australia, 
with a ••m dlcr population, it is £3,990. The 
little i·iland of Tasmania, with a population 
that would ha.rdl~~· c-on1parc with Queensland, 
pays its governors a perwnnl salary of £2.639. 
\Yr. \vhu could lo;;::n Tnsn1ania in one elec­
torate. pay our Governor the handsome, 
magnificent salarv of £3,000. It used to be 
£5.000 onc''· but ~ot in thesP day>'. As every 
Governor would tell you, he has to have a 
private i ncon1c in order to 1uake any dis~ 
play whatever in his capacity as Governor. 
Every Govc•rnor in Australia would tell you 
that. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: What about the 
poor member of Parliament on £300 a year? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: He has not half 
the calls on him. He has not half the state 
to keep up. It will be admitted probably 
that the type of man fitted to be Governor 
of a Colony is a little different from the type 
of man fitted to hB a member of Parliament. 
This Bill im·okes the whole legislative 
n1achincrv of this countP; in order to cut 
down a ~~·altrv £200 or £300 salary from the 
prPsent Chief .Jn~ticc of the State. Novv vv<~ 
understand why this Bill was brought in. 
Now we undcrctancl the real mov" of this 
Bill-to cut clown 'alar_v, to practically 
>tholi'h 1·he salarv-because the Lieutenant­
GoYcrnor \vill on"!y g<'t his own-and leave 
the whole co't of the establishment at the 
sweet will of the Minister. It is the first 
sini:"ter !:ltrp towards abolition. I think any 
Govern<'wnt ought to be ashamed to bring in 
a Dill like thil'. 

Thn Sr''RET'.HY FOR 1Inms: Yesterday you 
"',•;a.nL·d u~ to ('COnornis(\ in CYery direction. 

Hox. E. W. H. FO\YLES: Economieo! 
\\~h,-, th("; ar(' cconomi:"ing at the spiggot 
<.Pld 1f .. tti11.g it out. at the bung. 

Ho:'!. T. M. HALL: This Bill seems to 
have taken on a phase which was little 
S!F-)wcted by the-se• who discmsed it before. 
If it is ninwd at tl1c Chi{'f ,Jn~tice of Qucnns­
la.nd, whom I regard as one of tlw finest 
sample- a judge in C'Vf'ry detail, but who 
prob<1 bl~v buo.npod up agrvinst~-

Thc SEcRETARY FOR :\fiXES: I can say quite 
distinctly it is not aimed at the Chief Justice 
at all. -

HoN. T. M. HALL: Of course, that may 
be so, but we have the evident attempt to 

get b<tck on him for something that ha• 
already taken place publicly. Over and over 
ag·ain there has been a difference of opinion 
bct·wecn ('(•rtajn 1ne1nbers of the Government 
und the Chief Justice. If I thought for a 
moment this was aimed at any individual 
I would be the last OllO to support it in 
any hape or form. The Minister has failed 
to give us any indication as ·to what the 
allowances are like!,- to lw. They arc put 
in such a vague form that they ma0• be 
auyt.hing; they tnay be sixpence or a pnstagc 
stamp. 

Th·' SECRET.lRY FOH MIKES: The_v will be 
thn sa.mo allmYancos; there will be no 
difference. 

IIm:. T. M. HALL: Dndcr the present 
anang< ment I take it that during the 
Governor's absence the Li(~utcnant-Governor 
receives half the GoYernor's salary-which, 
1 think. is £1.500 a year-and half his own 
~alan· as Chief Jnsticc, presuming him to be 
the (chef ,J u,ticc. 1~ndcr this arrangement 
he is perPlitted to haYc only his own salary 
as Chid Justice and nothmg from the salary 
of tlw Governor. Is it proposed, then, to 
allo\V thC' Governor, who is re-tiring and leav­
ing the St:tte, to draw a full ~3,00_0 a year, 
or is portion of h1s salary, wlnc~ IS u_sua.lly 
set apart for the pa~·ment of hrs rehevmg 
officer, to be applied to some other purpose? 
The• :Minister has not given us very full 
particulars. If he could give us some detar_Js 
as to what the Lieutenant-Governor wrll 
be allow<•d bv v.av of compensation for the 
amount of responsibility that will rest on 
him as Lieutenant-Governor there would be 
~omcthing- in it. The position now is that 
the Chief ,Jmtice. is expected to take on the 
responsibilities of Chief Justice in this St!lto 
ancl in his spare time to do the entertamrr:g 
and provide for the dignity of Governor m 
this State. Tlwre seems to have beer; no 
provision made for him except that he IS to 
receive his sal:uy as Chief Justice. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The Lieutenant­
GovPrnor will receive his own salary, £2,500, 
and nothirw else. Therefore, we would save 
£250 a yea~·. 

Ho:\' .. 'l'. M. HALL: What would the 
ahsent Governor draw? 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: Ho gets £3,000. 

Ho:\'. T. M. HALL: It is so indefinite that 
it begins to rai'i' doubt~ in my mind a~ to 
whether we arc not passmg rather a serrous 
Dill which will be used, if need be, at any 
time as a :;:ort of rcYenge upon a ma.n who 
has to do his dut_v and who in the P.ast has 
done his dutv most faithfullv. I thmk the 
l\1inistn wou.ld be well advised to allow thrs 
drbate to be adjonrncd until we know some­
thing more about it. 

Ho:\'. D. FA HEY: Do I understand from 
the :Ylinister that there will be no addrtJOn 
trJ the 8f.larv t.hc Chief .Justice rccc1ves .at 
present. \Ylwn lw is cnrrying: out the dutres 
of Lieutenant-Governor of tins State? 

The SECHETARY FOR :VlJNo-s: That is so, if 
this Bill pass'.;, 

Ilox. n. F)~.IIE"\r: Ulldt'r such rirCUJTI­
I do not think it is at all an undue 
of imagination to say that it is an 

t~ttack upcn the Chief Ju~tice. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Order! 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: It. could not 
be, because the salaries arc nearly equal. 

Hon. B. Fahey.j 
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Hm1. B~ FAIIEY: At all events, he is 
Licut.cnnnt-GoY('rnor of Quronsland during 
t.1lC' ab-~ence of the Governor. Ilc receives no 
rcnntn\'ration for that. I-Ie is under cou­
sidw~able c~x)lf'n'o for doing so~ Certainly 
no Lieutenant Governor Qu -•ensland has had 
carries out the duties of that position \\ith 
greater dip:nity and capacity than he does. 
Under these cirfJllnistances I consider lt i~ 
not at all friendly or just to the Chief 
Just.ico. the highest official in the State. For 
that reason T am oppoccd to the Bill. 

HoN. A. H. P ARNELL: I bog to move the 
adjournment of the debate. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I hope 
the motion for the adjournment of the debate 
will not be carried, because it has been 
arranged to get through the ;;ccond reading 
of this Bill to-nig.ht. In moving the second 
reading of the measure, I gav<; the House as 
much information as I possessed, and as 
much as is necessary. The salary of the 
official who has been mentioned in the course 
of the debate and the salary of the Governor 
are very nearly equal, th() one receiving 
£3.000 per annum, and the ot.her getting 
£2,500 per annum. There is no intention to 
pur:-;un a choescparing ]JOlicJ in rc~arJ. to 
the allowances. 'fhe Governor's Salary Act, 
which has been on the statute-book since 
1872, provides that half the Governor's salary 
shall b~ paid to the official performing that 
duty, and half of that official's own salary. 
It appears .to me that hon. gentlemen see 
danger in every Bill that we introduce. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES : The Governor 
also gets £600 a yQar for travelling expenses 
and £200 a year for postage expenses. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
Lieutenant-Governor does not get that. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: What will he 
get? 

Thil SECRETARY FOR MINES: He will 
get all the allowance that is necessary. 

The PRESIDENT : Or·der ! This is a 
motion for the adjournment of t.he debate. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Ye-s, 
I understand that, and I was only r~plying 
to criticisms of hon. gentlemen opposite. 
I hope that the motion for adjournment of 
the debate will not be carried, and that 
hon. gentlemen will stand to the arrangement 
made, and pass the second reading of the 
Bill, and take> the Comm.ittee stage to-morrow. 

Question put and passed. 

The rqsumption of t.he debate was made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

DARAJI RAILWAY BRIDGE BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR :11L'\ES: 'fhis 
is a Bill "to authorise the erection of a 
bridge over the North ,Johnstone River at 
Daraji iu connection with the construction 
of thQ North Coast Railway bcb.-cen Innis­
bil 11nd Moo!!ba., , and f?r oth_er consequon­
twl purposes. I he bridge Is bcmg con­
structed by the Eailway Department, and 
clause 2 of the Bill provides that it shall be 
Ln.-fLil for thP. Queensland Railway Commis­
sitJJlf'r. ~~ ncl he i.s ther!'b ' a uthoriscd and f'm­
powcred to erect and · t.hereafter maintain, 
manage, and use a bridge over the North 
Johnstone River at or near Daraji, at a 

fHon. B. Fahcy. 

heio-ht of thirty feet or thereabonts above 
hig-h-water mark in the river, in accordance 
with plans and sp~cifications approved by the 
Governor in Council. Clanse 3 is the usual 
provision inserted in a :n:easurc of. this s?rt, 
and provides that no acbon shall he agamst 
t-he Con1missioner for obstructing navigation. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAwTHOR:S: Is the bridge 
Leing built on private land? 

The SECRT<;TARY FOR MINES: I 
nndc)t:stand that the bridge is being built 
on private land which lms been resu:n:ed 
under the Public ·works Lands Resumptwn 
Act. 

Hon. B. FAHEY: Has it not been provided 
for in t.h., original plans? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I 
think- not, but I shall be ab,le to ~et that 
information for the hon. gent,cman tf he so 
desires. 

Hon. B. FAHEY: Is the bridge above or 
below Goraldton? 

Tho SECRETARY FOR ::\H:'\JES: I am 
not quite surn. but I oa11 obtain that infonna­
tion for the hon. gentl<•man. I rnov<·-That 
tho Bill [,., now read a second time. 

Question put and passed. 

Co~IMJTTEE. 

(Hon. TV. F. 1'aylor in the chair.) 

Clause 1-" ~~'bort title "-put and passnd. 

On clause 2-·· Authority tn erect bridge"­

Hox. T .• J. O'SHEA: The question had 
been raised by persons who knew the locality 
well as to whether thirty feet was a suffici~nt 
clearance b"tween high-watCl" mark and the 
bridg-e. He understood that thP, v':ssels now 
trading on ~he river would not be mterfered 
with, but that if larger vessels were em­
ploy~d in t~e riYe~ traffic. a clearance of 
thirt.v feet might be msuffiment, and h~ :muld 
suggest to the Minister the advJsabiltty of 
increasing the height_ to thirty-five feet abovf) 
high-watPr mark as It was desirable to make 
provision to meet the needs of fnturf) traffic 
on t,l1e river ehould larger .-essols be em­
ployed. 

Hmr. A. SKIRVI:'\G: He thought the 
matter might be well left as it was. He 
uncle1:stood that the river at the point where 
the bridge was to be erected was fairly deep, 
and tbat then• was a tide of from live to 
seven feet, so -that at~~ordinary tides vessels 
would be able to get through. Pven if they 
had a pretty good mast. ~Iod~rn boats were 
built with masts of no great length, the 
tendency being to shorten masts, and am _the 
cng·incers had, no doubt. gone thoroughly Into 
this matter, and this pmposal was made on 
th0ir reemnn1endation, be thought the clause 
ehould be allowed to stand as it was. In 
any case, it wac only at high sprlng tides 
that anv vessel \\·oulcl be ~.ffectcd by the 
prop .. ,eci height of the bridg-e. 

IIoo:. B. L\HEY .Johnstone 
HivPr vcn "''Jl. no conetnl 

we1;t above the tm.-nship of Innisfail. 
qnitf' th~1t if bridge was not 

to be bai1t feet IYa, quite 
ann;l<'. T11, Bin :1s it w,')f'- :"-hrnld !:ot b-e 
.::dt;r0d: it \\·onld be CJnly a \Ya<.:.tc of nwn-cy. 
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, 'lot where the bridge could be built to 
<!lJ.SWe,· the purpose. He did not know the 
ri•;<'r it>clf. but •he know the boats that \\·ont 
thr·n•. the '"Tul!y" and the "Soymour." He 
did not think the "'Innisfail" was over 
thr:n•. lie had ocnsultod the hon. member 
for TmvrJsYillo, who was thoroughly con­
Yorsant with those boats, and he was satis.ied 
th,lt not one of their funnels wus 25 foot 
from the water line. so the bridge would not 
intPrff'l'e with tho•'lJOats in the trade. He 
would point out to the Hon. Mr. O'Shea that 
tlw boats wcrr• not built for that particular 
trade and wore not modern. Modern boats 
\\-ould probablv have lbs draft and 'nllll'd 
not rwod funnels 30 foot ,high. In any case, 
it would only mean lowering the top mast, 
a spa:· 8 or 10 feet high of very light roll­
-atrnction. 

Hox. W. J. RIORDAN: The bridge would 
,eras, the river about 2~ miles above Innisfail, 
somewhere handy to the Goondi sugar 
planhtion. It was not going to interfere 
with the Goondi people, because all their 
rn~chiner_y 1vas taken off the bi(J' boats at 
l\Icnrilyan. )/o boats of any ac~ount went 
there since the railway had been built to 
::\1ou:·ilvan. Thn '"Lass o' Gowrie" anchored 
,mtts'de the river, and was met by a small 
Jnot.nr boat. Tho rivor 'vas b0c-cm1inrr verv 
c>hallow. and the traffic, instead of incr~asing, 
was likely to disappear. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: He would like 
to "''k the Minister what was the estimated 
eo't of the bridge. 

The SErRETARY FOR MDrEs : I do not know, 
but I can _get the information for the hon. 
rnentbor. 

Hon. D. FAHEY: The bridge is part of the 
.'\orth Coast Haih:ay, which was pass€·<1. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES : If t,hc nlans 
were passed, the bridge• was included in them. 
In any {\':lse, ''"hat '\as th(~ UGC of bringing 
i•1 the Bill when section 37 of the Rnilwavs 
Act of 1914- anned the Cmnn1i~sioner -with h~ll 
'JOWC'rs? It 'Ycmld he a focli;;h Hailwavs A<:t 
if it did not give him authority to cor~struct 
TaihYays ove1· rivers. 

1-Iox. T. XEVITT: The Hon. Mr. Fowles 
must knmr that the North Coast Railwav 
''"''s passed and the brid9,·c included, but the 
Crown Law Officers rhad adyised the Govern­
ment that there was ,a. possibility of trouble 
if navigation was interfered with. 

lion. E. \Y. H. FoWLES: From whom? 

Hrr-c. T. ='IEVITT: From those who wore 
in the lL~ hit of running boats there. If there 
-\YPre 110 rnilway there, there rr1ight be some 

fo·" rornnlaiut. but no\v there 1vas a 
all the ~ugar calnP do1Yn bv rail and 

\HlS no lJeCC''"Sity for boat traffic at all. 
llon. T. J. O'S!IE.\: That is not correct. 

[ lox. T. ='IEYITT: lie thought it was 
c ;rref•t. IIc hacl not been on the river hirn­
cPif. hut he klww the trade fairly w<;!l. The 
Bill \'-'~ts to indetnllifv the Governrncnt. If 
the pcoplu intC',·estPcl in the traffic wc•re 
HJl<:\1 11<) to g<'t under the bridge at all states 
of the tide thoro wns, ho supposed, a posei­
.hility of lawsuits 

G. C. HAWTHOR:\': It seemed 
i he Bill "as brought in ,,-it1wut 

The J\linister should 
l)l'Opl~l' infonnation 
th~·v \verc Hskcd to 

navigaf}lc rivers ·were 
supposed tu be open, and the bridge ;,vus 

cvidentlv going to close thls river, and the 
Govcrnt;lcnt were briuging in a Bill to pro­
vide that they would not be liable to pay 
compc11sation. He 'vcJUld suggest to t'ho 
::\linistcr that in future he should be supphc~l 
1Yi th the proper information by the Mini,ter 
of the department. Presumably 30 fed was 
fairly high. 

Th- SECRETARY FOR MIXES : If hon. 
nlclnl)crs ,,~ere Hgrectlblc. he would be quite 
willing to' pest pone further consideration of 
that Bill and the Govemor's Salary Act 
Amendment Bill until to-morrow if he were 
allowed, on giving notice that 11ight, to carry 
both of thom through all their stages in one 
day. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I think that 
would be a fair thing. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: I will 
confine it to those two Bills. 

Hon. P. J. LEARY: Provided we have the 
necos:::;ary nun1bcr&. 

Hox. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: He was 
agTec·lble, :e-o long as it did not pledge the1n 
to pass the Bills if they were not sati~fied 
with the information. It gave the Mmrster 
the opportunity of getting the information. 

The SECHET.\.HY FOR MINES: Ho 
wanted hon. members to be thorougihl: satis­
Jied with both Bilk lie thou~·ht it was a 
fair thing to postpone them unhl to-morrow. 
Tlll' !-loll. ::\Ir. Fmdes asked the reason for 
building the bridge. Presumably it was to 
connect one side cf the river with the other. 
(Laughter.) He could give the cost of the 

bridge to-morrow. He agreed 
[9.30 a.m. J that the Bill would not be necc:s­

sarv if the bridge w•lrc part of 
the railway pr,';posal. 

Hon. E. iN. H. FowLES: Or is it to cover 
cnonnous cxpf'nditurc through day labour 
above· the original cstin1ate ': 

The SECRETAHY FOR :\li:\'ES: The 
hon. n1e1nber sa\Y ancther •· nigger jn the 
,,, ood pile." Di-d he undcrsta1id that the 
aoS-;;urunce ,,-as given that he 1night rnove the 
1notion? 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORX: Yes. 
The Council re,,umed. The CHAIR'liiAX re­

ported progress, and t•ho Committee obtained 
icavo to sit again to-morrow. 

.\DIJITIO:'\AL SITTING DAY. 
FmDAY SITTIXG. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\H:'\ES: I beg 
to move-That the Council, at its rising, do 
adjourn until forty-five minute•s past 3 o'clock 
p.ln~ to-1norrow. 

Question put and passed. 

AD.JOURKMENT. 
The SECRETAHY FOR 1\II:\ES: I beg 

to move-That the Council do now adjourn. 
The fir~t business to-morrow will be the 
third readi11g of the ,Jimbour Selections Bill, 
to ,_lC' folhnn:.J bv tbc rc:;u1npt1on of the 
CmnlllittC'E::~ stagP ~of the DarLtji HailvcHlY 
:!3ridg'C Dill and the second reading of the 
Liquor :\et AllH'admcnt Dill. Then, there 
1nav lJt: onc> or t\\-o 1l1C''Sag:. from thn 
Ase-;,mbh· dealing "·ith to that 
Housf' f;·om the Council. 
be able to ccmplcte that 

Hox. A. G. C. HA \YTHOR'\i: Some regu­
latiotJ.S ha,-,, been laic! on the table within 
tlw last few days. I just wish to ge,t an 
assurance from the ::\Iinister that Parliament 

Hon. A. Q. G. Hfi.~Ytlwm.l 
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is only adjourning, and that the session is 
not to be concluded to-morrow. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: That is so. 

Hox. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Then we 
shall have an opportunity, when we meet in 
January, if nece~sary, of rejecting an:r 
,-,g-ulations that may have been laid on the 
table within the last few days • 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: You will have to give 
notice before we adjourn. 

HoN. A. G. C. HA WTHOHN: :1\o; notice 
has to be given within thirty sitting days· 
aJter the· regulations are tabh•d, and only 
about eight days out of the thirty hav<l gone. 
If the J11jnistcr ca.n give us an af'~uranco that 
the se~sion is not to conclude to-morrow1 
then wc Yvill not be in any way prejudiced 
if it should be found nece·ssarv to move that 
any of the r0gulations be d!sallowed when 
we n1cct again in January. 

Ho;~. E. W. H. FOWLES: I would ask 
the Minister whether it is intended to sit 
to-morrow e,·cning after 6 o'clock p.m.? 

The- SECRETARY FOR MINES: In 
reply to the Hon. Mr. Fowles, it may be 
ncc0'sary to wait to get the messages back 
from the Assemblv, and it also depends on 
the length of the speeche-s that may be made 
on the Liquor Act Amendment Bill. In 
reply to the Hon. Mr. Hay,·thorn, I can say 
that to-morrow will not conclude the session. 
It is merely an adjournment. The date for 
resuming the· session that was mentioned by 
the Premier in the Assembly yesterday was 
6th ,January. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Might I ask 
the Minister, further, whether the Govern­
ment have any information as to the probable 
date· of the departure from Queensland of 
His Excellency the Governor? 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\1I?\rES: I 
might have said, when dealing with the 
Governor's Salary Act of 1872 Amendment 
Bill. that it is almost necessary to pass tho 
Bill before we adjourn, as it is probable 
that the Lieutenant-Governor will need to 
act as Governor dqring the period that 
Parliament is sitting after we meet again 
in January. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: There is 
nothing to prevent that under the present 
Act. 

The S'ECRETARY FOR MINES: It 
would be ve·ry indecent to be discussing tho 
question while the Lieutenant-Governor is 
acting as Governor; but that objection does 
not apply at present, as His Excellency the 
GovPrnor is still here, and them is therefore 
no Acting Governor. 

Hon. l'. J. LEAHY: On whom will the 
duties of Act.ing Governor doYoh·e? 

The SECRETARY FOR 111INES: During 
the period when Parliament will be sitting 
aft-0r 6th January. the Deputy Gove-rnor will 
be acting as Governor. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: That means the Chief 
Justice? 

The PHESIDEl\'T: I ,,-ould call the atten­
tion of hon. members to the fact that some 
of thorn ;ne jumping up two or three- times. 
They are distinctly out of order. When an 
hon. member rises. he should ask for all 
t!Hl information he desires to g0l. 

Qucetion put and passed. 

The r:ouncil adjourned at bventy-fiye 
minutes to 10 o'clock p.m. 

[lion. A. G. C. Hawthorn. 

QuPetions. 




