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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

WEDNESDAY, 5 NOVEMBER, 1919. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Lennon, lierbert) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock p.m. 

PAPER. 
The following paper. laid upon the table, 

\\"8 s ordered to be printed :-
Report upon Govcrnm"nu central sugar­

mills. 

QUESTIONS. 

OVERIIAL'LING OF RAILWAY ENGINES IN 
CENTRAL DIVISION. 

Mr. BERTRAM (Mane). in the absence of 
Mr. Forde, asked the Secretary for Ratl· 
ways-

" 1. How many railway engines were 
overhauled in the Central Division 
between 1st July, 1918, and 31st Decoom· 
ber. 19181 

" 2. \Vhat was the running nun. ber of 
each engine overhauled 1 

" 3. How long was each engine out of 
service while being overhauled 1 

" 4. What was the cost of overhauling 
t'ach engine?" 
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Th SECRET/,Rl: FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. A. Fihelly, l'a.ddington) replied-

" The information asked for will take 
e.omo time to prepare. I would be glad 
if a \VCek's. not1ce were given. On 
"econd thoughts. I might be able to make 
the information available on Friday." 

(Laug'htc-r.) 

An OP!-'OSiT'IOJ\1 MEMLER: A significant after­
thought. , 

CoNSTRl'CTTox o~F '.IVEIR AcRoss CoNDAl\IINE 
RIVER. 

',Ir. BRENNAN ITootroomba) asked the 
Treasurer--

" ·will he Sh' that the construction of a 
\Yf'ir across the Conchmine at Lyndhurst, 
l1y ;\;fr. C. E. McDougalL under the 
Hig-hts in Water and Water Conservation 
alld Utilization Art of 1910. is carried 
oqt undDr the sunervision of an officer 
nf the Crown, so that the necessary and 
proper flood gates shall be provided to 
prcwnt the silting of the bed of that 
riYC'r ?" -

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Thcodore 
Chi/lortoe) replied- ' 

" Befor,• a Jjcf\nsc to construct tho tveir 
i~ granted, plans and specifications of the 
J•ropc,sod work \Yill have to be submitted 
for apprcYal. The providing of means 
for r;;·pventjng ~ilting will be insisted 
npon. 

ExTE"RIOx OF EIH:CATIONAL FACILITIES. 

Mr. SWAYNE·(Mirani) asked the Score­
tar)• for Public Instruction-

" 1. Is there an itinerant teacher avail­
able to supply the <>ducational require­
ments of the children of thoso wo.rkers 
enga({cd in ruilw,lv const~uction between 
St. Lnvrrenc<e and" the Prosorpinc? 

. " 2. If so, will he i'8ue the noccssar:r 
mMructJOm for the taking up of this 
\VOrk? 

" 3. If not, will he appoint an extra 
teacher for the purpose?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTI0:'\1' fHon .. J. Huxham, Bumnda) 
:r·ep1ied-

" 1 to 3. The Department of Public 
Instruetion is conferring on the subject 
Wl!h the Rai!wa•- Departrr.ent and the 
rc-:-pectiYe mt'Inbers for the districts." 

Gn,·oPEHATI\'E WICKER FACTORY's LIABILITY To 
Buxn INsTrruTION. 

Mr. ELPHI:\'STOXE (Oxleyl asked the 
Honw Secretary- ' 

"With reference to the amount of £350 
o·•ing to the Blind Institution by the 
C.o:operative _Wickor Factory) responsi­
b!lJty for wlnch was undertaken by the 
Federal Furnishing Trade Society, 
Queensland Branch, will he state what 
>'urns, if any, have been paid to date 
in reduction of that liability?" 

Th0 HOI\IIE SECRETARY (Hon. W. 
McCormack, Unirns) replied-

" No payment has yet 'boon made, but 
t.h0 total due will be paid by the 1st 
February, 1920." 

SJ.:R\'EY OF ]1'101:0:T EDWARDS WATER 
Co;.;;sERYATION AREA. 

Mr. BELL (Fassifern) asked the Secretary 
for Public 'Works-

" 1. 'VVill he state whether the survey 
of the Mount Edwards water conserva­
tion area has been corrwleted yet? 

" 2. If so, will he lay the report on the 
table of the House?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, J( eppel) replied-

" 1. 'l'ho survey is not completed. 
"2. Yes. when available.'' 

THIRD READINGS. 
The follm;-ing Bills were road a third time 

and were ordered to be transmitted to the 
Legislative Council for their concurrence, by 
message in the usual form :-

Governor's Salary Act of 1872 Amend­
ment Bill. 

Daraji Railway Bridge Bill. 
Officials in Parliament Act Amendment 

Bill. 
Fair Rents Bill. 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS. 

The PREMIER : I beg to move-
" That so much of the Standing Orders 

be suspended as would otherwise prevent 
the receiving of resolutions from the 
Committees of Supply and Ways and 
Means on the same day on which they 
shall have passed in thos'' Committees, 
and the passing of an Appropriation Bill 
through all its stages in one day." 

I think hon. members will understand the 
necessity for the suspension of the Standing 
Orders on this occasion. It is the expectation 
that wc shall have advanced sufficiently far 
with the business of the session to enable 
the House to adjourn on Friday evening next. 
In order to do that, it will be necessary to 
get a Supply BiJI through. It will not be 
possible. therefore, to allow the ordinary 
s1 ages to be taken in the introduction and 
passage of the Bill and the resolutions. So 
far as it has been practicable in the last year 
or two, the Government have enabled the 
House to avail themselves of the fullest 
opportunity under the Standing Orders to 
discuss a Supply Bill. The last Supply Bill 
passed through its ordinary stagf's he1·e with­
out the suspension of the Standing Orders. 
On this occasion it is necessary that the Bill 
should pass in one day, in order that the 
Legislative Council can deal with it before 
the time for adjournment arrives. Touch­
ing upon the proposed adjournment of the 
House, I think members on both sides of the 
House expect that there will be an adjourn­
ment in order that they may take part in 
the forthcoming Federal elections. 

J\1r. SrzER : It is not our concern. 
The PREMIER : It may not be the hon. 

member's concern, but the issues are fraught 
with very great concern to the people of Aus­
tralia, and members of the State Parlia­
ments would be taking a very small view of 
the case if thev did not feel concerned with 
the result of those issues. 

Hon. W. H. BAR:>ES: We have a right to 
expect the Financial Statement before 
adjourning. 

The PRKMIER: An opportunity will be 
afforded to hon. members on both sides to 
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express their views, and I think hon. mem­
bers on both sides we_re afforded a similar 
opportunity on previOus occasions when 
Federal elections ,,-ere pending, and, especi­
ally under cucumstances which materially 
affect the interocJts of the States, as well as 
the Commonwealth, it is only right that 
members of the State Parliaments s.hould 
h.ave an opporiunity of .expressing · their 
VIews, and should not be tied up in Parlia­
ment by the close application to business 
such as would be necessan if the session 
went on in the ordinary \~ay. The inten· 
tion is that we shall adjourn on Friday night, 
If we are able to clear up the business-"heet 
sufficiently, until about the 6th January. 
It is necessary that we should meet Par­
liament early in January, for the financial 
business of the se"ion has yet to be dealt 
with. Hon. members on that side have 
asked a number of q':'estions as to the prob­
abiR date of the dehvery of the Financial 
Statement. It would be quite impossible to 
have the preparation of the Estimates com­
pleted in time to place the Estimates before 
the Houee before we adjourn. That may bo 
unfortunate. but it is unavoidable: It was 
my wish that we should have the Estimates 
tabled before adjomning, even if we could 
not have dealt \vith them, but under the 
Standing Or.dcrs it takes some time to deal 
with the Budget, and a further seventeen 
days are allowed for a discussion of the 
Estimates, but it is impossible even to table 
the Eetimates before the adjournment. 
Ample opportunity will be given, however, 
as is required under the statutes, for a full 
ooneideration and discussion on the Esti­
matE:s and upon the finances generallv 
before the sess.ion ends. • 

Mr. SIZER : After half the money has been 
spent. 

The PREMIER : No more money has 
been spent that has been appropriated by 
Parliament, so there is not much in that 
contention. At any rate, it is better to 
defer that >1spect of it until the motion to 
be moved later on, as at present we are 
only considering the suspeneion of the Stand­
ing Orders. Those matters to which I have 
referred are a sufficient justification for the 
snspenei on of the Standing Orders on this 
occasion. It is necessary to get a Supply 
Bill through without undue delav, and we 
could only have recourse to the or·dinary time 
provided by insisting upon Parliament meet­
ing again next '' cek-this House and the 
Upper House as well. Therefore I move 
the motion I have read. 

Mr. MACARTNEY (Toowong): I regret 
to say that I cannot accept the hon. gentle­
man's statement as a satisfactory one under 
the present conditions. This motion is unlike 
two motions of a somewhat similar character 
which have preceded it during the session­
it is a ·· whole-hogger." That is to say, not 
only ie it going to deal with the preliminary 
resolutions, but it is going to deal with all 
the stages of the Appropriation Bill. 

The PREoiiER: Precisely what your Govern­
ment did on every occasion. 

Mr. J\fACARTNEY: Precisclv what was 
done when it was necessary i;, the past. 
(Government laughter.) But on every occa­
sion on which it was done by Liberal Go­
vernments the hon. gentleman and his col­
leagues fought it strenuouslv for whole 
sittings at a time. \Ve could. take up the 
whole afternoon without any difficulty in 

quoting the hon. gentleman and his pre-de­
cessor in the leadership of the Government 
and hon. members on the other side in 
objecting to this very objectionable practice. 

The PREMIER: And we could take up the 
whole afternoon showing where you adopted 
a like practice on every Appropriation Bill 
in the past. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I defy the hon. 
gentleman to produce in the history of 
Queensland a single instance in which the 
Standing Orders were suspended to put 
through a third Supply Bill in the one year 
when the .Financial Statement had not been 
delivered. 

The PREMIER : I take up that challenge. 
I can show you where you passed a Supply 
Bill under such circumstances. 

Mr. MAUARTNEY: If you can, it was 
under Ycry extraordinary circurnstances. 
(Government laughter.) I personally remem­
ber one occasion when the Treasurer of this 
State delivere·d an interim statement, and 
that was by reason of the special oitcum· 
stances of the day. If I remember aright, 
the hon. gentleman himself delivered an 
intcrin1 Financial Statement on one occasion. 
\Ve are meeting to-day under extraordinary 
condition·'·· \Ve have had no Financial State­
rnent; we have had no interin1 Financial 
Stat-en1(·nt .. and vvc are not going to have 
OllP The Govcrnrnont an-' o·oino· to tako 
fro"r~I Parliament practicall~ the ~·ight that 
Parliament holds of controlling the cxpendi­
hue of the State until, as they say, January. 
J\'o date' has been mentioned, and we do 
not kno\v whether we will n1cet in January 
o .. w hcthcr we will not. Of course, we will 
have to JllCet when the Supply eovDrcd by 
rh(' Appropriation Bill .is expended, but I 
say the position is a unique one, Bnd I ven­
ture to say that it is a position that we 
(•annat accept. The position in r.cg.ard. to 
the financC's i::; of a.hnost extraordinarY 
chC!ractcr. :'\'c.-er· in the history of th0 State 
han' the finances been in the position in 
which th•'Y arc to-clay. \Ve shall have .an 
opportunity of dealing with that question 
ut a later stag·e of the proceedings, but T 
l::iay YVC ought not to be engaged considering 
this motion at the present time. and I ven­
ture to say that the people of Queensland 
well know whv the finances are in such an 
unsatisfactory ·position. The position of the 
Uovcrnn1ent, apparently, in regard to the 
finances generally and loan n1oney is :-:uch 
that they arc unablo to take the country into 
t.heir confkl, nc·c. No doubt, tncotings have­
been held downstairs, and perhaps our 
friends on the other side know something 
.about it, but Parliament on the whole knows 
nothing about it. and the people who are 
L'ntitlc:d to the confidence of the Government 
hav<' had no informntion wha.tever. The hon. 
gentleman says tho reason for this resolution 
is the approaching Federal elections, and 
has taken upon himself to say that both 
parties iu this House ·desire to take part m 
the Federal elections. All I eau Bay. speak­
ing for this side of the House, is that if 
the GovernmPnt go on with the businesR of 
the State it is our duty to stop here. and 
hon. members on this side arc prq1ared to 
do it. 

0PPOSITIOX ::\1DIBERS: Hear, hear ! and 
Government interruption. 

::\J:r. MACARTNEY: I do not reali-;c 
the need for this special int·Prf's~ which i.'< 
Lrt>ing- taken i11 tlu:. approaching Federal 

Mr. MacartnPy.] 
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0lretions onr friends on the other sidn. If 
I read statements this morning aright. 
it was proposed by the late leadtJr of tlw 
Govcrnrnt :1t and by the gcmtlmnan who i~ 
eampaign dlr('( ~.or in connection with the• 
Fedo;·al conrPst that unification j;; to be 
proposed ar;d adyocated by the Labour party 
of Australia. I ould like to ask : Is it any 
part of the duty of officers entrusted by the 
people in connection with the State Govflrn­
mont·' to take part in the adyocacv of unifi­
cation? Arc we not here to advocate State 
rights'! ls it not for someone else to deal 
with the question of unification" We have 
practically bc·cn asked by our friends on the 
other side to join in an adjournment of the 
House in order that the IJOlicy enunciated 
by Mr. Rvan-including, as it does, unifica­
tion-to go out and support it in defiance 
of our duties as State representativPs, 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: J'>1r. Ryan 
does not enu n0ia te the policv of the Labour 
party, nor Mr. Tudor either.· 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I do not suggest that 
I am in the confidence of either of those 
gentlemen, and when I speak of f.'Ir. Ryan 
I speak of the man who is lea,ding the 
campaign in the interests of tlJD Federal 
Labour party. I do not see anv need 
for this adjournment. As the hon.' gentle­
man has ~tate·d that it is proposed to 
adjourn the House on Fridav Pvening 
in order that hon. members on 'both sides 
may lake part in the Federal elections: 
as leader of this party, and speaking for the 
hon. member for Dalby as deputy-loader, I 
can say that no approach has been made to 
this side in regard to the approaching 
adjournment of the House, and an,- atTange­
ments made have been made entirely bv the 
hon. gentleman himself. \Ve ha•'e 'seen 
vague paragraphs in the newspapers, and 
that is all the information we ha Ye; but it 
is only necessary for me to say that we arc 
not parties, at any rate, to an adjournment 
of the House in order to take part in the 
Federal eloctwns, and we certainly ar·e not 
to be held in the slightest degree responsible 
for the deiaY. in producing the Budget, and 
the mformatJon afforded to the public on 
th~t particular occasion. I Rtrongl.-· object to 
th1s resolution, because I say it take,, me by 
surpnsc. 

The PREMIER : It cannot take vou by sur­
prise, berausc I gav~ notice of "thf' rnotion 
yesterday. 

Mr. :VIACARTNEY: Of course, we got 
notice yesterday, but that is the fi,·,t notice 
we did get. 'IV e are taken by surprise, and 
\\·e are asked. to deal in the short period of 
an hour or two with all the great questions 
that affect the interests of this State. 

The PREMll:R: Surely you must haYP been 
rca.dy, be,.ausc you were contemplating a 
want of confidence motion on the same sub­
ject, were you not? 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I do not understand 
whom the hon. gentleman means. 

The PRn!IER: I mean the Opposition. 

::\1r. MACARTNEY: The hon. gentleman 
has no right to suggest that the Opposition 
contemplated moving a Yotc of want of con­
fiden_ce. I do not see that there is any use in 
movmg a vote of want of confidence ; but it 
IS onr duty to let the people sec so far as 
we can what the tnw position is. and we 
can only do that to the best of our abilitv 
on the information which the Governmeu"t 
a.llows tD come to our possession. At any 

[Jfr. Macarftney. 

rat.e, so far as the motion is concerned, I 
intend to oppose it, as it is one that is not 
acceptable to this ·idc of the House, and I 
disclaim any association with the Govern­
ment whatever in the arrangement which has 
be'm suggested bv the Premier as being the 
wish of both sides of the House. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): I, too, dnire to 
disclaim any knowledge of the arrangement. 
On the other hand, if the Premier will just 
turn his mind back to .a few days m last 
week he will remember that I asked him a 
question. I told him that certr;in rumours 
wore current. and I asked hun 1f there was 
any truth or otherwise in them, and I got 
the usual eyasiYe reply. 

The PHEThiiER: I g·ave you a truthful reply, 
I could not answer definitely then. 

Mr. VOWLES: At any rate, I got no 
satisfaction. That boars out what our leader 
has said that we ha ye not been consulted m 
any wav so far as this adjournment is con­
corned., 

The PREliiiER: You have not been con­
sulted, but you have been advised. 

Mr. VOWLES: We are adopting a most 
£~xtruordinary procec.lure, and one that 1~ 
only adoptetl by this House on n:a tters of 
YCl'\" grave urgenc,v. It 1s becoming mo1 .. e 

a practice t'han otherwise that we should 
sus]wnd the Standmg .Orders, Such a pro­
cedure was always objected to by the Pre­
rnier and his colleague:- when s1ttlng Ul 
opposition, and for verv good reasons. 

The Pr<E111ER: And you always resorted to 
it yourselYes. 

:Mr. VO\YLES: It has been resorted to in 
the past in a case 'of urgency-(Governme~t 
lau"hter)-lmt there 1s no urgency now, We 
havbe come here to transact the business of 
the State. and we are all here rcady to go 
on with business, and we object stropgly .to 
this Hous" rising before we get the FmanCial 
Statement. We know yery well that th~re 
is an object in it-that hon. members opposite 
in going away elcctwncermg are ash;uned of 
their financial position, and they do not 
want to let us know the position, so that we 
cannot criticise them in public. , ~n the past 
we have alwavs been in the pos1twn of hav­
ing the Financial Statement and no Auditor­
General's report, but it is exact!]' the oppos1~e 
this time; we ha\'e the Auditor-Generals 
report but no Financial Statement to apply 
it to. 

The Prm,TIER: You are nevm' satisfied. 

:\<1r. VO\YLES: I certainly am not satis­
fied. I know the public are not satisfied, and 
theY consider it is the duty of the Govern­
me!Jt to let us know where wo stand. vVe 
soo in to-day's paper that the expenses. are 
on the increase. \V0 arc told by the Auditor­
General that we must study economy. That 
is to be the watchword for the future, and 
we find the Government taking no notice of 
the "arning of the Auditor-GeneraL We are 
experiencing one of the worst seasons we 
have had for many a day, and when our 
finauces, 1nore particularly our loan funds, 
are in a parlous condition we do not know 
whore we stand from dav to da.y, As far 
a;; I can see, the Premier' repudiated certain 
loans in America_ I 1vas told the other day 
by some gentlemen who were a.ttending a 
local authority meeting that word came from 
the 'l'rcasun>r to tell those representatives ~f 
local authorities that if they put their a.pph­
cations for loans in order there was plenty 
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Df rnoney available. If that is so we would 
like to know where the money is. 

[4 p.m.l Where is it coming from? Money 
does not gro'v on trees, and we 

""nt to know where it is. and how the affair., 
·of the State are going to be carried on until 
January. 

The PREMIER : Money does grow on trees. 

Mr. VOWLES: Not the sort of money that 
you are accustomed to handle. At any rate, 
at t.his stage of the proceedings, I want to 
object, on principle, to tbis procedure being 
adopted, and to point out that. as far as I 
arn concerned, in thE.' absence of our leader, 
f h·: VC not been any party to what is going 
on. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES (Bulirnba): Before 
!his motion is put, I think the House is 
entitled to know the reason for the Treasurer 
taking up the most extraordinary position he 
i" taking up this afternoon. 

The PREMIER: In asking the House to 
9tHpend the Standing Orders? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Not in asking the 
H0use to suspend the Standing Orders only, 
but in asking the House to suspend them for 
tlw. third time. 

The PRniiER: Have you done it': 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Yes. but not for 
.tfw third time. 

The PRE)IIER: Y cs. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I am not conscious, 
·1 an ex-'rreasurer, of ever having come 
down to the House and asking it to consider 
.an adjournment over the Christmas holidays 
without tirst of all presenting the Treasurer's 
Statement. What is the reason for the Go­
vernment withholding the Treasurer's state-

as they have withheld it on this 
? Have they not had ample time 

I' ith the various Under Secretaries and 
·officers of the departments to get their 
Estimates prepared and put before the 
House' Surely they have ha.d abundance 
,}f tirne, and there cannot have been any 
reason, from that particular standpoint, why 
they should not have prepared their Esti­
mates for the House ! I think the Opposition 
:ve perfectly right in asking the question this 
t1fternoon. vV e find, according to the last 
Staten1ent. which I hold in my hand, as 
printed in the pa.per, two things. One is that 
re:.r0nue has not been shrinking-! admit s01ne 
it ms of taxation have decreased-but, taking 
onP d<:partment with the other, the amount of 
r"'vrnue coming in has boon greater. \Ve find 
-':other awkward thing, and that is that. 

" 11ilst the railways •have been producing to a 
mur h larger extent, and the revenue also has 
increa-od, on the other band the expenditure 
i mounting up to an alarming extent. The 
rJ'reasurcr knows that that is the position 
'to-dav. \Vhat do we further find? The 
C n·e~nment, during the past two years, have 
not hoen able to balance their accounts-not 
thitt the,· have failed to balance because 
thPm has been a shrinkage in revenue, be-

>.u•e we know there has been piled upon 
connnunity increased taxation. From 

returns which I have clipped from the 
"T<>legraph," I find that, whilst at the end 
\lf iktober last the Government had a certain 
sum. not by any moans sufficient for their 
r-:1uircmcnb so far as expenditure and 
i::terest are concerned-vet with an incr-eased 
t-:.no!Int of money comii-tg in the arnount to 

lit of the accounts at 31st October last 

was loss than it was at the sarw~ date last 
year. 

The PREMIER: Would it not be more in 
order if you discussed this subject later on? 

HoN. \Y. H. BARNES: I am pointing 
out that we should have information from 
the Treasurer, and should have the advan­
tage of the Estimates, so as to know what 
the Treasurer is going· to do. Has not th<> 
Treasurer. by interjectiOn, quite recently, said 
that he is going to impose fresh taxation? 
He said that ·deliberately. Yet we are face 
to face to-day with the Treasurer coming 
down and asking us, in spite of the fact 
that revenue has increased by leaps and 
l1ounds during the period the Government 
has occupied office, as a. result of taxation, 
to suspend the Standing Orders to carry 
him over till .January, so that he can take 
part in the Federal election. I do not 
l·esitate to say two things-and the Treasurer 
will have the opportunity of proving that I 
am wrong-one is that the Treasurer is 
afraid to disclose the public finanC"S to the 
cummunity, lest it may damage the chances 
of the ex-Premier at the poll. (Government 
laughter.) 

Hon. J. G. APPEL and OPPOSITION MEM­
BERS: Hear, hear ! 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The Treasurer 
fears that it will -damage the ex-Premier at 
the poll. The other thing is this : Are there 
not three by-elections impending? We know 
that the condition of things is such to-day 
that, if the Financial Statement had been 
laid on tho table of the House, there would 
have hoen so much ammunition for those 
who choose to use it that it might very 
tl,atcrially damage the chances of Labour 
candidates. (Government laughter.) So the 
com·enient method is to come along, backed 
up by a big majority, to ask us to do some­
thing which will help to cover thell' tracks 
-I say that advisedly-and so that it will 
quietly put a cloak over the finan9es until 
the storm is past-until the electwns are 
past. 

The PRE~!IER : It is a very fine thing to 
put a cloak on when there is a storm. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: That is the posi­
tion to-day, and it will take a good deal of 
patching to attempt to patch over their 
financing_ . I can only say that I think the 
countrv will at once be able to see the 
reason" why this kind of thing is done. I 
think it is ono of those things which can 
very safely be left to the judgment of the 
con1munity generally. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL (Albert): I really 
mane] that the Trea,urer can unblushingly 
stand up in his place in the House, and 
support the motion which he is moving by 
one of the most ingenuous and unsatisfactory 
explanations that could be m_ade by a 
JYiinister in charge of such a motwn. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
The PREMIER : You are afraid to face the 

electors in the Federal contest. 

Hox .. J. G. APPEL: The hon. gentleman 
states that this should not have been a 
surprise to members of the Ho:>se, or to 
mem,bers of the Oppos1twn. Possibly It was 
no surprise to his own supporters ; but, m 
Yiew of the fact that question after question 
has been put to the hon. gentleman as to 
his intentions in connection with the 
financial position, and his invariably evasive 
replies, it has come as a considerable surpnse 

Hon. J. G. AZJpel.J 
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ro memb 0 rs of the Opposition, on account of 
the position which he always took up when 
,itting in opposition, that the hon. gentle­
rnan should now come down to the House 
for th<' third time and ask for an Appropria­
tion Bill carrying us forward to the end of 
seven months before any Financial State­
ment is made or Estimates tabled. 

The PRE~llER: Di-d your Government never 
do that-ask for a third Appropriation Bill? 

Ho;; .. J. G. APPEL: They never did it. 
Jt is unheard of in the annals .of constitu­
tiona.l Government in this State, and the 
hon. gentleman knows it. 

The_ PREMIER: I do not know anything of 
the kmd. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: In my opinion. if 
the hem. g<'ntleman ha-d been on this side, 
and anv Government had acted in the way in 
which his Government has acted, he would 
haYe made a 1\"reat outcry. and he would 
he.vc had a~solute justification for levying 
" charge agamst a Government which admin­
istc•red the financial affairs of the State in 
the way in which they have been adminis­
tered by the hon. gentleman. In view of the 
disclcsures in the Auditor-General's report 
--we ne<"'d not go outside it-as to the 
nnancial inept.itnde of the hon. gentleman as 
Trc"surer, what reason can ono offer as to 
his fal]nrA to make his Financial Statement, 
lwforc adjourning the House? He has given 
.J plausible excuse as to the reason whv he 
proposes to adjourn-that the issues in· con­
nection with the C!ommonwcalth cl0ction are 
of such a naturC' that nwmbers on both sides 
d the H ouso should take part in tlw oon­
i.cst. The hon. gentleman know perfectlv 
'Yc!l that a Commonwealth election wa's 
·!'ending. and would take place before the 
c•n.d of the current vear. 

The PREMIER: H~w did we knmy? 

Hox .• J. G. APPEL: It was not a rumour 
mprcJ,-, hut it was known as a fact that such 
an election must takf' place. At the time 
the late Pren1ier re«;ignPd his position as 
D1l"liT1b0r for Barcoo and his nosition as 
kader of the party, it must have been knmyn 
to hon. members opposite that an election 
was impPnding. We know the reason whv 
the late Premier resigned his position. Even 
1 hen there was time for the hon. gentleman 
In at lc·ast have prcs0nted his Financial 
St atemont, and made his intentions known, 
c:nd to have tabled his Estimates of Wavs 
and Meo>ns. I have not the slightest doubt 
that the reason is. as has alrf>adv been stated 
b,- the hon. member for Bulimba.. that the 
disclosures which will be made in the 
Finnncia 1 Statement are of such a nature­
the hon. gentleman may smile--

The PREMIER: I am smiling at you. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: He is net so happv. 
The -disclc,m·es will be of such a nature tha't 
ot. an "lection, the people would condenu; 
thE> l?r:>sc;nt. Administration or any Labour 
Adnnmstratwn. and prevent them from 
having any chance of continuance in office, 
not only in Queensland, but in anv State 
of Australia. ' 

Th" PREMIER: What nonsense! 

Hox. J. G. "4.PPEL: The Labour party 
held themselves out as being the party 
w hi eh. above all others. would regulate the 
financi<>l affairs of the State in such a way 
a to J,e above suspicion. Have they don<~ 
HO? 

GovER"MENT ME>~!BERS: Yes. 

[Hon J. G . .Appel. 

llox J. C APPEL: The answer is "No,~' 
and we have only to go to the Auditor­
•Gcncral's review of the position in proof 
of that. The hon. gentleman cannot get 
outside that report of the Auditor-General. 
There it stands in black and white. 

The PRDriER : ·what? 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The Auditor­
General's report on the financial administra­
tion of the Government-of the hon. gentle­
man who occupies the position of Treasurer. 
Then ao·ain whv should hon. members who 
<Jrc e-~lp.:;ged' jn different occupations have to, 
come back in January? We arc prepared to 
,it hero until the business of the State l& 

completed -during· the year for which Parlia­
ment is ac.semblcd. Why should hon. mem­
here who have, perforce, to occupy then 
c1tt0ntion in connection with their businesses, 
and who are prepared to sit until the 
business of the session is finished, be c"t!Jed' 
back hen• in the hottest part of the New 
Year" For what purpose and object is it? 

The PRDIIER: To attend to the busir>c~s 
of the country. 

Hox .. T. G. APPEL: It is our businEoo 
to attend to the work of the country now. 

The PREMIER: We are going to att.e1l<f 
to it. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: The hon. gentleman 
mav refer in some patriotic way to thC) 
matter, and 'ay that it is our duty to attencl 
to the Commonwealth electiOns. I say that 
om first duty is to the State. \Ve are her< 
to attend to the business of the State, and 
jt, js our dutv as an Opposition to sec, so far 
as we cnn. that the financial affairs of thP 
Sta.te. in view of the Auditor-General's 
report. are at least d1sclosed to the electors 
before the end of the current year, and not, 
as will be the case if we adjourn, pen,i! 
seven months of expenditure before we have 
auv idea what the financial proposals of the 
G0Yf'rnn1Pllt are, or seo their Estirnates of 
\Yavs and Means. It is as well that t.he;se 
matters should be discussed. I haYc no 
hesit'ltion in saying that, if the Oppositio'! 
were oc~·upying the T~eas_ury bonc~es, a:ui 
were gmltv of such lax1ty m connectwn wrth 
their finai]cial administration of the State, 
hon. m err. hers opposite would stand on beer 
and gin cases at every street corner a-nd 
denounce them. And I say properly so. The 
Labonr party in Opposition and th"' Labour 
parh- in charge of the finanCJal affmrs of the 
State. arc two ver:v different narties. I pre­
test against the motion in t~e interests of 
the taxpayers. We mus_t reahse th'_'t we are 
getting on to the mrddle_ of November. 
There was lots of opportumty f~n· the pre­
paration of the Estimates. cons1dermg the 
fact that we did not meet until late in the 
vear. The Labour party used to protest 
agaimt the House meetir:g as late as July, 
bnt since thev have been m power they have 
set the example of meeting later and later 
eYery year. They met the House in August 
of this vear. The Government had plt>nty 
of oppm:tunity for preparing the Estimates 
prior to meeting the House. What is the 
reason for not having the Estimates readv? 
\V e know the reason. The financial rr. uddle 
in which the State has been involved by the 
present Administration has been of such a 
character that you have only got to go to 
the Auditor-General's report to see it at once. 
You cannot get beyond that report. The 
Auditor-General's report convicts the Govern, 
ment. and that conviction is of such a nature 
that we have a well-founded suspicion that. 



-~ho reason for tho non-tabling of the Esti­
mates of \Yays and Means, and the reason 
wh~- the Treasurer has not 1nade his Finan­
·ciai Statement, is because of the by-elections 
t.hat arc to take place, and because of the 
Commonwealth elections. 'No know that the 
t.1bling of the Estimates and Financial State­
lnent would cause such a shock to rnembers 
of the community, that it would materially 
tul~ seriously damage those \vho arc advo­
c ~ tn1g the Labour cause. 

The PREMIER: The loader of the Opno­
-sition said that on no prcviou::; occasion had 
they suspended the Standing Orders to put 
the third Appropriation Bill through all 
stages in one day. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Pardon me, I said, " before 
the Financial Staternent \Vas introduced." 

'fhe PREl\IIEH,: The deputy leader of 
Opjlosition made the same statement. 
hon. DH•mber for Bulimba challenged 

LC show whore he, as Treasurer, had ever 
the perrn ission of the House to pass 

"n Appropriation Bill on the third occasion 
in one session through all stages in one day. 
Th,, hon. member for Albert practically said 
rh" sanw thing, and denied that such a thing 
'wd ever bRim done before. On looking at 
'" Hansard · for the last session that the 
Liberal Government were in power-namely, 
ir: 1914-I i\nd in regard to the third Appro­
priation Bill that the Standing Orders were 
"'lt<pendcd. This is the reference to it in 
·" I-Iansard "-

"APPROPRIATION BILL, No. 3. 
'' ALL STAGES. 

" On the motion of the Treasurer, this 
Bill, founded on the resolutions passed 
in Committee of Ways and Means. was 
passed through all its stages without 
discussion or an.endnwnt. and ordered 
to bo transmitted to the Council bv mes-
sagp, in the usual forrn. '; ~ 

·you cannot get round that. In the second 
·"ossion of the last Parliament when the 
Li boral party were in power, I find that 

.Anpropriation Bill, No. 4, was passed through 
all its stages in one day. rrhe " Hansard " 

to the passage of the Appropriation 
:'\I o. 4, in 1914 is as foi!O\vs :-

" APPROPRIATIOX BrLL, Xo. 4. 
" ALL ;STAGE~. 

" 'The Treasurer presented a Bill 
fonnded upon the resolution. and it was 
passed through all its stages. without dis­
cus·;·ion or amendment." -

Mr. ::VIACARTXEY : Thr,t was the covering 
vot.o for the- session. 

The PREMIER: Yes, but what about 
Appropriation Bill, No. 3? 

;\fr. SIZER: That was after the Financial 
Statement had been disposed of. 

The PHEMIEH, : The hon. gentleman was 
:cot hero, and does _not know anything abo.ut 
1t. Take the prev10us year, 1913, and you 

·wrll find the index references in '· Hansard" 
Ead as follows:-" Apropriation Bill, No. 
1. all stages." " Appropriation Bill, No. 2, 
all stage~." " Appropriation Bill, No. 3, 
all stages." " Appropriation Bill. ::'\o. 4, all 
At.agcs." On each occasion they were all 
paesed in the one day, I venture to say that 
if I searched " Hansard " for all the years 
that the Denham Administration or the 
Kidston Administration were in office, I 
would find exactly the same record-that 
"\ppropriation Bills were passed through all 
,;tages in one day. On those occasions we 
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used to protest, Mld we had a right to pro­
test . vvhen ·\ve W<He in Opposition, against 
rushmg through Appropriation Bills without 
discussion. Since we have boon in office 
\vhene>:cr it vvas convenie11t to the I-Iouse~ 
we yut the Appropriation Bill through th~ 
ord1nary stagc·. The two previous Appro­
priation Bills this session were put through 
the ordmary stages. In the case of the first 
Bill th<:. Standing Orders were susp<mded 
to constitute the Committee, but th~ Bill 
\_vfJnt through the ordinary stage:!l afterwards. 
On other occasionB it was not practicable to 
put the Bill through the ordinary stages. In 
J'egard to Appropriation Bills, this Govern­
nu:mt has g1 von u. uch n1oro co:nsidera tion to 
the House than the previous Government did, 

Question-That the Standing Orders be 
suspended-put; and the House divided:-

AYEs, 28. 
)Jr. Land 

, Barber , J_.aruomiJe 
Bertram , Lloyd 
Brennan " MuUan 
Carter , Payne 
Oollins ,, Peterson 
Cooper, F. A. , Riordan 
Cooper, W. ., H: an, H. J, 
Dunstan , Smith 
Fihelly , Stopford 
Foley , Tlreodore 
Gillies , Whitford 
Gh,dson , \Vilson 

n Huxham , \.Yinstanley 
Tellers: Mr. Smith and Mr. Whitford. 

NoEs, 16. 
Mr. Appel :lir. Petrie 

, Barnes, G. P. , Hoberts 
,. Burnes, \V. H. , Sizer 
, Bell , s,vayne 
,, Elphinstone , Taylor 

Gn-1vson , V owlee 
, Ounll. , Walker 
, , 1Haca.rtney , , \V arren 

Tellers: ~fr. Elphinstone and Mr. Taylor. 

R.esolved in tho affirrnative. 

MINING ACTS AMENDMENT BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The PHEMIER in moving-
. "'That tho fiousc \vill, at its next sit­

tmg-. resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Vvhole to consider o£ the deBirable­
ness of introducing a Bill to amend the 
l?-WS rellftting to n1ining in certain par­
ticulars," 

said: The Bill i somewhat of a g-eneral 
minin!\" measure forrnulatod by the Minister 
for Mmes for the purpose of curing certain 
defects that have been discovered in several 
Acts administered by his department, and 
also making provision for the bette1· regula" 
tion of mines, better ventil<ttion. introdue­
tion of reg-ulo.tions relating to tlie appoint­
nJent of 1nino managers and inspectors, and 
rnaking provision for prospecting for oil in 
this State>. The Acts which will be amended 
by this Bill are the Mines Hogula.tion Acts. 
1910 to 1916, the Mining for Coal and 
Mineral Oil Act of 1912, The Petroleum Act 
of 1915, and The Miners' Homestead Leases 
Act of 1913. It is a Bill which can be 
more fully explained at the second reading 
and Comn1ittee stagPs. 'I'hc nwa"uro dealH 
with a numb!'!" of ddaih. There are 
no grea.t principle< embodied in it e'l:cept the 
important matters referring to the conditions 
under which prospecting for oil are to be 
nnied out in future. I will endeavour to 
give full information on the second reading 
of the Bill. 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.] 
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Mr. MACARTNEY : I ask the hon. gentle­
man how he expects the House to adjourn 
on Friday night if he continues to introduce 
.a number of Bills in the last week. To-dav 
we have ha-d notice of two other Bills. Thi's 
Bill is one of very considerable importance. 

and yesterday a very long Bill 
[4.30 p.m.] was introduced by th~ Minister 

for Public Works. I can hardly 
realise that the hon. gentlem'an can expect 
these Bills to be dealt with and gone into 
fully if the House is to adjourn on Friday. 

The PREMIER: It is an advantage to have 
the Bills introduced so that members can 
become familiar with their details. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I hope it is not 
intended to conclude all the business on the 
paper and the Bills now being introduced 
before Friday. 

The l'REMIER : I certainly would not expect 
the House to deal '' ith this measure and pass 
it before we adjourn on Fridav. At any 
rate, the Bill will be in the hands "a£ membe1:s 
before then. 

Mr. M.ACARTNEY: I hope the hon. 
gentleman does not expect to finish all the 
bminess on the paper before Friday. 

The PRE)J:IER: No. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: That will g1ve an 
opportunity for discus~sion later on. 

Question put and passed. 

SUPPLY. 

HESTJ=>IPTION OF COMMITTEE. 

Upon this Order of the Day being called, 
The SPEAKER left the chair, and was 

descending the steps of the dais, Mr. 
BEI~TRA:\I at the sarne time taking his seat 
at the table as Chairman of Committeee, 
when 

Mr. ::VIACAR'l NEY said : Before you leave 
t.he chair, Mr. Speaker--

The PmmiER: He is out of the chair. You 
arP speaking to the Chairrnan. 

:::\1r. MACARTNEY: He has not been 
moved out of the chair. 

'l'ho PTIE:VIIER: I-I e moves out automaticallv 
when the Order of the Day is called for the 
ro·sumption of the Committee of Supply. 

0\l[r. ::\1ACARTNEY: He has been moYCd 
out of the chair on previous occasions. 

The PRE>IJEH: But we had not constituted 
the Committee on those occasions. 

Mr. 0\IACART:\'EY: I can only regard 
th-is as son1cthing in the nature of sharn 
pructice. -

The PREii!IER: No, it 1s not. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I would likc--
Mr. BRENNAN: I rise to a point of order. 

I ask if the leader of the Opposition is in 
order in imputing sharp practice to the 
Government? 

::\1r. MACART::\'EY: I stick to it. 

Tho CHAIRMA::\': I would point out to 
the leader of the Oppcsition that the :; r<> 
ccdure is quite in conformity with the Stand­
ing Orders. 

Mr. MACARTKEY: All I can sav is that 
it is not in conformity with what ,.;;as done 
on the occasion of the Appropriation Bill 
No. 2. ' 

The HOME SECRETARY: Yon know that is 
not so. 

[.Mr. M acartney. 

::Vlr. ::Vl:ACARTKEY: I am not addH'"ing 
rnyerlf to the ex-Speaker; I am addressing 
myself to the Chairman. I think this is 
tlxtr aordinary procedure, considering the 
l'::'])N ial c11 curnstances-thut the Governn1ent 
should preYent, or attempt to prevent, dis­
cussion on grieyancf's w hi eh we are en tit] ed 
to discuss before granting Supply. Not cnly 
has the GoYernment failed to table the 
Financial Statement and the Estimates in 
order to give members an opportunity of 
discussing the financial position, but Supply 
is going to be asked for, I understand, until 
eorne time in Ju.nuary. I cannot understand, 
Mr. Chairman, your saying that it is in con­
formity with the Standing Orders. I under­
stand that the nracllce is where the Apprc­
priation Bills, prior to the lodging of 
the Estimates in the ordinary 'vay, _cornc 
bdore the House, we have the opportumty of 
discussing grievances before the Speaker 
leavee the chai1·. On two oceasione this 
session \YC have had this privilege. 

The PRE1HER: Because we had not const:­
tuted the Ccmmittee of Supply on those 
occasions, but the Order of the Day now is 
"Supply: resumption of Committee." 

:::\1r. MACARTNEY: As far as I knc.w 
this is a c.imilar occasion to the lac t, and 
from nry inquiries during the day I \Yas llOt 

jp,j to suppose that there was going to be 
anything differe'?t on this occasion from the 
practice on previous occasions. 

The PREMIER: Take the occasion of the, 
Denham Government on the third Appropria­
tion Bill in 1914-the last year they were in 
office. 

Hon. vV. II. BARNES: But their :B'immcial 
Statement h<td been tabled. 

The PRE:VUER: But that does not make any 
difference. 

::'.1f :MACART:"iEY: The position y, as 
entirclv differPnt in the year the hon. gentle­
man speaks of-the Financial Statement had 
been tabled and a Committee of Supply 
stituted for the purpose of considering 
Estin1ates. 

The PRE:MIEH : I rise to another point d 
ordor. I ask is the hon. mernber in or·dL'r 5n 
rai~ing this discussion '\Yhen there is no 
Inotion before the Cornmittee. I an1 qu~t~ 
willing to .rnove a n1otion. 

Mr. :MACARTNEY: I have been de>11ing 
with a prior point of order which I hav~ 
raised, Mr. Chairman, if you will permit rr"' 
to proceed. I understand the practice is that 
when the Gm·ernor's message comes down 
accompanying the Estimates, and the:v ar0 
ordered to be referred to a Committee of 
Supply, then there is an opportunity of dis­
cu~sing everything in the Financial State­
ment and the E'timatcs, but we have nc't 
},ad Supply constituted so as to consider an:v 
rnessage fron1 His Excellency in f'onnB·t..tic11·1 
with the Financial S.tatcment or the Esti­
rnat"s. and I mbmit that on this ace ctsion tlJe 
Speaker has left the chair . imprope~ly 
·without giving us the opportunity to nu~e 
the question and obtain a decision upon it. 

The CHAIHYI:AN: There is nothing- ir th• 
point raised by the leader of the Oppo<,ition. 
The hon. member will remember that on the 
Order of the Dav for the resumption of Com­
mittee being caile·d, the Speaker leaves the, 
chair end the Chairman of Committees t.ak<e 
it. That is in conformity with our St<indin;' 
Orders. It has been done dozens of time', 



8upp/.y. 

Mr. MACART::\iEY: We have the practice 
in print, and the very fir~t item is ·'That 
the Speaker do Bow leave the chair," and we 
now find those words struck out. 

The PREMIER: In order to comply >vith 
the Standing Order. 

Mr. :VIACART::\iEY: I have no hbitation 
In ooying that the Governn1ent fear disru",­
sion, and aro taking stops to prevent tlw 
financial position being 1nade public at thP 
preeent tirne. 

The PREMIER: I think there is no neces­
sity to pureuo the point. The hon. member has 
eYidently d~.scovered a ·'mare's nest" ; .and for 
om' of the ol-dest parliamentarians to be so 
unfamiliar with the means by which the Com­
mittee- o£ Supply is constituted and bv which 
;.h,, Committee of Supply is resumed-is most 
-2xtr-aDrdinary on his part, and I arn surpriecd 
a.t his raj~ing tho point and making imputa. 
t1ons against the Govern1nent. On previous 
OCC'asions, when J\!Ir. ,_1\.rrn,,trong wa'j Speaker, 
the question of the right of discussing 
g-rievanc< ·; before the Speaker left the chair 
on the first constitution of Committee of 
Supply \Y<a.s raised, and "\VC, \vho \vere in 
opposition, 'vore pere1nptorily 2at down, but 
we in'-'istcd on our rights and n1fiintain0d 
them on future occasions. But on this 
ocrns1on there was no nec-r"ssitv for the 
motion "That the Speaker do nmv leave the 
chair," for the reason that the Committee 
was simply resuming. The constitLition of the 
Committee is perfonncd hy motion on notice 
aft-er the Address in Reply has been carried: 
the Committee is then formallv constituted 
and rt:;3unlcs fro1n time to tin1c" '.Yithout anv 
motion, and thorD is nothing irrcgule.r in the 
pradice now adopted. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: If you look back you 
will find similar occasions to this one--

The PREMIER : The item then on the 
business-paper was the opening of the Com­
mittee. It is no use the hon. member pur­
suing that line of argument when he must 
realise that he is on the wrong track, and 
the suggcsti:m that any trickery has been 
resorted to rs most unworthy. 

I beg to move-
" 'That there be granted to His 

:Majesty, on account, for the service of 
the year 1919-1920, a further sum not ex­
ceeding £2,250,000 towards defraying the 
expenses in the various departments and 
services of the State." 

Perhaps I h.ad better say that the Supply 
asked for on this occasion is what is con· 
sidercd sufficient to carrv on until about the 
middle of January. 'l'he 'House will assemble, 
aR I have already indicated, about the 6th 
,January, and another Supply Bill may then 
be necessary to carry us over until the final 
Appropriation Bill is passed. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I rise to oppose this 
motion, and in doing so desire to say that I 
still feel that this House has been improperly 
deprived of the opportunity of discussing 
grievances before Supply. In the excep­
tional circumstances there should have been 
no hesitation on the part 'of the Government 
to permit grievances to be discussed. 

The PRE'IHER : The Government had no 
control. \Ve had to conform to the Stand­
ing Order. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: We have had the 
example this session already oi thL Spe-aker 
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being mov0d out of the chair m connection 
with Supply Bi11s, and discussion wa~ not 
question<'d, and. as far as I underetood the 
question. after making inquirie' to-day, I 
was not led to believe that it was going to 
be any different on this occa,ion. I say 
there should have been no h<:o;itation on the 
rart of the Government to give the House 
and the countrv an opportunity of discussing 
grif~vancec:: or of giving the- jnforn1ation -vvhich 
they are entitled to. 

The PRE~HER: Can you teli me how the 
Gm'ornment coukl have done tha.t under the 
Standing Ordere? 

Mr. MACARTNEY: All I can sav is that 
is was apparently arranged that l'vir. 'Speaker 
should leave the chair. 

The PRE'IIIER: No such arrangement. The 
Speaker was never spoken to. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: No opportunity was 
given to us of -discussing it. I realise that 
a discussion taking place with the Chairman 
in the chair is of very little use, hut the 
Speaker was hustled out of the chair before 
wo had an opportunity of discussing it. 
(Government interjection~.) I can only speak 
of what I "'aw. Hon. members can realise 
just cxaetly what took place. (Disorder.) 

Mr. BRE::\'NAN: I rise to a point of order. 
I think that the leader of the Opposition 
should apologise to the Speaker--

Mr. MACARTNEY: For what? 
Mr. BRENNAN: Accusing the Speaker 

of being a party to dishonourable tactics. 

The CHAIRMAN : I di-d not understand 
the hon. member to do so. For the informa­
tion of the Committee as to thQ procedure 
adopted, I will read No. 160 of the Stand­
ing Orders. It says-

" \Vhen a Bill or other matter has 
been partly considered in Committee, 
and progress has been reported, and the 
Hon'e has ordered that the CommitteD 
shall sit again on a particular day, Mr. 
Sp0aker, when the order for the Com­
mittee has been read, shall forthwith 
leave the chair without putting any ques­
tion. and the House will thereupon 
resolve itself into such Committee." 

I think that will make the position quite 
clear to hon. members. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I .am not going to 
continue the discussion, and I realise that it 
is not for you, Mr. Chairman, to decide 
whether the Speaker has done a right or a 
wrong thing. What I complain of is that 
we have not had an opportunity of raising 
the point and discussing it with the Speaker 
in the chair. The Premier, before be sat 
down, raised an " Aunt Sally " in connec­
tion with the procedure in 1914. All I can 
say is that the charge I lay at the door 
of tho Government is that the Financial 
Statement has not been presented, and the 
Gm·ernment propose to adjourn the House 
until after the end of December, and it will 
probably be well into next year before we 
receive the Financial Statement and have an 
opportunity of discussing it, or before the 
people of Queensland -have obtained the in­
formation which thev .are entitled to with 
regard to the finances of the State. 

I intend to oppose the resolutions included 
in the procedure to-day on that account. 
I sav it iR most improper, and this is tho 
fint 'time it h<:s happened in the history oi 

Mr. M acartney. ~ 
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the State. and the reason is quite clear­
there is no question about it that the finan­
cial position of Queensland is in a most 
deplorablo condition as the result of the 
aecnmulated maladministration of the Go­
Yernn1Pnt over a period of four years. 

C\Ir. \VHTTFOHD: That is a lie. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

111r. ::\IAC:\.HTNEY: [ do Hot take am 
JJotice of interj cctions of that ,art. · 

The CH AIRMAN: Order ! I a,k the hon. 
ll1l'Jnber for Burrurn to ·withd1·av;,r, 

~\lr. \VHITFORD: I have rny opinion. I 
withclrcnv. 

Mr. :VIACARTNEY: We have had an 
increase o[ taxation which is beyond any­
thing in the history of Australia. The taxa­
rion incrou~l' per head is sornrthing- of a, 

phcnonwi;al ch1trader. vVe find that tile cost 
-of liYin~:: has increaRcd beyond anything in 

·ll;l" other part of Australia under the 
"\dminist.ration of the present Government. 

CH/ciRMAN: Order ! The hon. mem­
l>cr not in order in discussing that que tion. 

Mr. J\L\CARTNEY: Those are things 
which justify Li'::i in refu.siug to rot(', for the 
administration of th" GoH'rnment, the 
amount which is included in this particular 
r~solution. I say I ha.ve a perfect right to 
raise this question in that particular way. 
This particular appropriation for which the 
House is being asked is to onablB Parliament 
to be adjourned in order that hon. members 
on the other sidP Inay take part in the 
Fede1·a l elPctions and to aid the late leader, 
~Ir. Ry·tn, in connection with the conduct of 
that fight. No doubt during· the couTsc of 
that election we will find that roprcoentations 
aJ"(' made in the Southern State' as to the 
YYonden which the Government under the 
la l<c leader ha.ve worked in Queensland, and 
comequently it foilows that if the Financial 
Stat{•ment had been delivered in the ordinary 
''"Y wc would have had an opportunity of 
discu··sing these mattprs fully, and the result 
would han' been a considerable modification 
of the opinion of the people of Australia in 
regard to what has taken place in QLwens­
land. Reprc·,entations were made apparently 
on the part of the Goverument-cert?.inly 
countenanrrd by tho Governrncnt~in connec­
tiou with the elections in England. Certain 
;taten>Pnts were made there of a most 
<'xtraordinary and untruthful cha.racter. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! I shall read 
to thB hon. member :Standing Onler 161. That 
::itanding Order provides-

" Tlw Committee shall consider such 
matters only as ha vo boon referred to it 
by the House." 

\\-e are now dealing with a .spuific resolu­
tion. 

Mr. J\IACARTNEY: I am giving reasons 
>Yhy there should not be granted to His 
Majesty on account of the services for the 
yea.r 1919-1920 a further sum not exceeding 
£2.250,000 towards defraying expenses in the 
Yarious departments and services of the State. 

'rho CHAIRMAN : . Order ! Order ! 

:Mr. MACARTNEY: The Chairman will 
understand that I am offering reasons why 
the House should not vote that amount. We 
ought not to enable the Government to sup­
press that information which the people 
ought to have-the true information which 

[Jlfr. Macartnev 

we ought to have· in regard to the affairs of 
Qucensland-in order that they may gull the 
people during the course of the Federal elec­
tion. Surely that is a reasonable ground to 
take up 1 You sC>em ·di·posecl, Mr. Chairman. 
to lirnit the area of debate which, following 
on what has taken place, is hardly fair to 
the Hou c. 

ThP PnE:YIIEH: \Yhat do you mean by 
'· -vdwt has taken place." 

J\h. ::\iACART~EY: I am referring now 
to the fact that wo have beea deprived of 
the opportunit:'\T of discu·,sing grievances 
bdore Supply in the ordinary way. 

The T'HE~riER: You have been deprived of 
110 opportunity under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. JlilACARTNEY: I have no desire to 
run contrary to the Chairn1an in any decision 
he may give on the matter. At the same 
time I feel that w,, are entitled to discuss 
the t!nancial position of the State and the 
actions of th0 Gov0rnmont in connection with 
the proposal to vote any sum which the Go­
YernrnC>nt ha vc the right to expend in thBir 
Administration. The Government are ask­
ing us to vote quitf~ a large sun1 of money 
to cuTy on the Administration until probably 
after the month of January, and I would like 
to know what is going to be the position of 
the public servants. I understand that Mr. 
Story, Commissioner on behalf of the Go­
vcrnrnent, has made certain recommendations 
which it is the intention of the Government 
to t,"iYc effect to. Mr. Story has made a 
very excellent report, and if the finances of 
the Sta.te justify it, I venture to say that 
the award is one which ought to be carried 
out. But by postponing the delivery of the 
Financial Statement and by proposing to 
adjmun the House over the early part of next 
year the public S<)n'ants of this State are to 
be deprived of any advantage which is to be 
dcrivf'd from Mr. Story's n)port, or the 
adoption of it, until that time. 

The PHUIIER: How do you make that out? 

l\lt·. MACART?\EY: I venture to say the 
position is this: That if the E,tima(0,, had 
bC'en presented and the appropriation granted 
by this House any increment which was given 
to the public servants would at once have 
boon paid to them. They would get what 
\Ye recognise as their usual Christmas box. 

The PRDJIEH : Tlw public servants will get 
what thBy are entitled to under the award 
and under the industrial agreement, and that 
cmbraees Mr. Story's classification. 

::\Ir. MACAR'l'NEY: I did not understand 
that the public servants arc likely to get 
rh1~ increases granted under l\Ir. Story's 
classification until that report is confirmed 
by Parliament. 

The PRE~IIF.H: That report does not come 
before Parliament. They get the increases 
under an industrial agreement. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: It is going to be an 
industrial agreement between the public 
servants a.nd the Government of the State? 

The PHE.IliEn: It is the usual practice as 
far as an award is concerned or an industrial 
agreement, to pay the rates fixed immediately 
the award is in force. That is the usual 
practice, and it will be so in this case. The 
public servants will get the full benefit of 
Mr. Story's classification without waiting 
till thB Estimates are passed. 

Mr. IVL\.CARTNEY: I quite understand 
that is so as far as an award is concerned. It 
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otruck me as rather an extraordinary thing 
tha.t the raihnw emplovces should reeeive 
their incrca scs a;)d the other branches of the 
service would not. 

Th,, PRE~fiER: The othel' branches of the 
public scryice .,-ill be paid. 

Tho SECRETARY FOil RA1LWAYS: They will 
all be paid en the sa·ne day. · 

:\1r. l\IAC:AHTNEY: Then pl'obably thcl'c 
is lH?t ~-o much in n1y argtunent in that con­
uccbon. I might refer to the rule laid down 
in l'Cg'artl to finance bv the Premier hi1nsclf 
and his collca.gue, the ':'.1inist<•r for Railways. 
Appa rentlv the ruk' which were laid down 
in tho"' Jays arc not applicable to to-day. 
\Ye find it laid down in this way-

" Finance is u subject that is 
approached bv the uninitiated with a.we 
and rt'Yel'ence: It is <'nshroudcd in dark­
ll{~Ss and 1nystC'ry, and none dare try and 
JH?nctrate the maze unh'ss. it be th{' banker, 
the big business man or the politician." 

ThE>n they proceed to show that if a bread­
winner < 1rns £3 a week and spends £4 a 
week, he is on the way to 'insolvency, and 
then they oay that the same rule applies to 
the State. They thm refer to the de,plorable 
fmancial storv in connection ,,-ith the finances 
of the Denh~m Government. and they say-

" The Denham Government is fond of 
talking of its suqiluse,s. The word 
'surplus' sounds pretty and inviting. 
It argues sound and careful Government. 
And, generally speaking, the ordinary 
elector does not analyse finance wfficiently 
to see the imposihon of it all. 

They point out that-
" Finance, is the basis of government. 

It is also the test of Governments. Applv 
it to the financial records of the two 
partie? who are now before you. The 
financial record of the Liberals is the 
financial reckk,sne,ss that spells bank­
ruptcy. LPt the electors ponder over it 
well and compare it with that of Labour. 
Vote for sane finance and progress by 
supportmg Labour cundidate in every 
electorate.'' 

GO\'EUX}JEXT 1\lniBERS : Hear, hear! 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Those al'e the rules 
laid dmvn at that time. Economy was the 
watchword of that occasion. 

The SECRETARY FOR HAlLWAYS: Do you agree 
w1th that pamphlet? 

Mr., :l1ACAHTNEY: I largely agree with 
that, out. It shows that the hon. gentleman 
hnnsel£ IS by no means eonsistB,nt. They 
then proceed to set out the historv of the 
financial rrw,nngmncnt of past GovCrnn1ents. 
It seems an extraordinary thing that in 
fifty-five yeal's-from 1859 to 1914-the Liberal 
Governments bad deficits totalling £4,219,000, 
and the question arises, what has the Labour 
Govcr11ment done in the short space of four 
years? It has accumulated deficits amount­
in€? to £895,000. Those hon. gentlemen also 
pomt out m that pamphlet that the surpluses 
of the• Liberal Government amountod to 
,£2,600,843 in. fifty-ftve years. And the ques­
twn now ar1ses what are the Labour sur­
llhH\8.'3 '! Thcv havf' only had one uinountinrr 
to £34,0?0, ·handed to them b.y the past 
L'Jbcral Government. It is on that that the 
late Prcrnier jg going to seek the suffrages 
of the Federal cledol's on the grounds that 
the Labour GoYcrnment \vi1! be economical 
and will carry out tiw splendid l'ules of 
fmance which WNe then laid down bv the 
presrmt Premier and his collBague, the Mi;1ister 
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for Hail"·ays. It seems an extraordinary 
thing- that the Pr"micr has not thought at 
worth his while, in moving this resolution, 
to gi \'O the country sornc information in con­
nection with the present state of the finances. 
The figures published at the end of last month 
go to show that, instead of a deficit of 
£400,000 and upwards at the end of the next 
finaucial year, we, may hope to have a deficit 
arnounting perhaps to twice that a1nount. 
An award has been made by the Industrial 
Court which adds £200,000 to the wagC's bill, 
and tilut must be added to the losses of the 
Railway Department, probably bringing up 
the deficiency in the· Railway Department to 
et very large sum. And we cannot lose sight 
of the fact thut the condition of the country, 
through the drol!ght that is prevailing from 
ono end of Queensland to the other, will 
produce a very large reduction in the income 
tax returns for next year, so that we are 
faced, in ull probability, with as huge a 
deficit as we ban' ever had in the history 
of Queensland, and one that will not add 
to the confidence• of the people in the present 
Administration. The position that would be 
revealed on the pl'esentation of the Financial 
Statement is one which would set the people 
thinking from one end of the State to the 
other, and supported by the Auditor-General's 
report, which points out the very anxious 
position of the present time. it would enable 
the people of Quee-nsland to realise the posi­
tion in which we arc placed. It seems to go 
without saying that we are going to have a 
huge amount of taxation added on to the 
heavy burdens of the prnducor to"day, and 
that production will be· seriously hampered 
and interfered \vith. Snrelv the Treasurer 
will realise that it is only a fair thing that 
ho should give us ut least so1ne indication 
as to vchat the position is to-day, \Yhat the 
propoc:ds for the future are. and also give 
us some information in regard to what loan 
monc=-s are going to be available for the 
conJnct cf the country 1 s business during the 
next twelve months! During the last few 
rhc,·s I have bc•cn travelling in trains, and 
I havf' heard it as having been stated by 
Gm·ernmont officials-the Government must 
11ct romplain of rny rna.king ref•'rcnce !o 
what may be fairy tales outside when 
they decline to give us that information 
which they po~~.ess-but when you hear it 

state-d in the railway trains bv 
[5 p.m.] respomible Government officers, 

that the Government are about 
to enter upon a large development policy 
of railway construction during the current 
financial year, and have up,vards of 
£2,000,000 available, and when you find that 
the Treasurel' has been asking local authori­
ties to send in their requisitions for the 
work that they propose to undertake, with 
a sugge,stion that there is plenty of money 
available, surely it is a fair thing to ask 
that the House be taken into the confidence 
of the Gm-el'nment as to \Yhat the nosition 
of the Loan Account is, and as to what are 
the possibilities in regard to moneys required 
to carry on the development of the State for 
the next twch·e months! Surelv that is a 
reasonable proposition ! " 

The P REJH1ER : There will be no refusal to 
give you the position. 

Mr. :\1ACARTNEY: The information has 
not been given, and the att'l-mpt to put this 
Bill through without giving that information 
is quite clear. 

The PREMIER: No such attempt has been 
made or thought of. 

!vir. 111 acMtney. J 
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Mr. JI.IACART~EY: If men m the train 
can talk about theso things--

1rhc l)HF:'IllD-t: I (1r'il surprisC'd at your 
listening to tittle-tattlo in the trains. 

Mr. :'\IACAI\TNEY: If the hon. gentleman 
who pooSPSSCo the information will not take 
us into his conficl0nce in regard to the infor­
rnation "'\YG are entitled to get, 1•ve have to 
1 o to the· be't sources for it that we can. 
If. wo get info!'mation from that source­
from men who are apparently responsible 
Govl'fnlncnt scr,-ants-\ve surolv must believe 
that the Gon•rmncnt have- infoi·mation which 
the:· are withholding from us, which they 
may hayo supplied to the .Parliament down­
stair.,, but which thc·y refuse to supply to 
tho recug~1ised Parliarrwnt elected by the 
people. It is a position \Yhich is calculated 
to deprive any section of the people of any 
confidence in the administration of the 
Government. It is an extraor·dinary thing 
that wo have to go to tittle-tattlc, as the 
hon. gentlenwn say.:;, for inforrnation 1..vith 
regard to the loan from America. It has 
been stated outside that a loan of £2,000,000 
has been obtaiued from America f01· a period 
of throc vcars. and for which the Govern-
1HCnt arG COmpc•!led to pay a rate of interest 
a,-cragrng OYC'r 6~ per cent., with a lc:::;ser 
rate for the first year. Surely information 
of this sort is not going about without a 
Yestige of foundation! The Treasurer has 
failed to givo us that information, or any 
othN· information on the point, and before 
we can be asked to Yote this or any other 
sum to His l\1ajcsty, we arc entitled to ask 
for some dofiuite information as to the 
finances of the State; as to what provision 
is made for the future, and what. the people 
of the State may expect at the hands of the 
Govcmment. I cannot hdp thinking that 
the hon. gentleman is highly pleased at the 
idea of getting into recess without giving 
the House and the couutry any information 
at all, and that he is highly ple,1sed that 
thNc is any form of procedure which enables 
that to be done. 

The .l:'RE}JJER: I ha Ye• heard that for the 
last five years. 

Mr. l\lACARTNEY: \Ve can only judge 
h·orn the appearance of things that the hon. 
gentleman. (>Xpected they would got through 
without giYIIlg the mformabon. I say that 
it is a rnisfortun0 and a disgrace -t'o the 
Government to treat the country and Parlia­
ment in the flippant fashion the Government 
are treating them. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You com­
plain every session, bee a u~e vou make the 
same mistake in letting the Speaker go. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Apparently, hon. 
gentlemen were quite pleased to ge-t the 
Speakc•r out of tho chair. As far as I can 
sec, it waB a hoped-for event. 

The Pm:>IIER: It would have been most 
illegal to attempt to detain him in the chair 
at that stage. 

. Mr. MACARTNEY : ThE) hon. gentleman 
Is apparently adoptmg some of the hypocriti· 
cal attitude of his predecessor. 

The PRE}IIER: Does the hon. gentleman 
seriously say that the Speaker should not 
have left the chair at that stage 1 

Mr. MACARTNEY: 'The proper thing to 
do was to settle the point of order first, if 
there '"as a point of order in it. I sincer0lv 
think that we haYe the right to discuss griev­
ances, and if th<; Government are in doubt, 

[JV r. 111 acartney. 

the hon. gontieman's procedure should have 
been such as to giye us the opportunity to 
{\Q it. 

Hon. J. G. ~\1~PEL: H" 'uggested himself 
that \YO \Yould haYG an opportunity. 

11r. MACARTNEY: During tho course of 
the motion to suspend the Standing Orders, 
the hon. gentleman spC'cifically stated that 
certain diccu,,sion \Yould be be-tter left out 
on that motion. bccauoc it could be taken 
up at a later pc~riod .. '_fhe hon. gentlernan 
knc\Y as well as I did that that opportunit) 
was on the• motion that tho Speaker leave 
the· chair, and he gaye us to under~tand that. 

The Pnn!IER: I did not. I said the 
opportunity was in Committee. 

;ur. ::\1AC.ART:\'EY: The hon. gentleman 
apparently desjrcd to burke di~cussion on 
1vhat is a v0ry irnportant :3ubject at a critical 
pc·riod in the history of Queensland. As far 
as I a1n concerned, in the· passage of this 
re~olution, or any other resolution, I do not 
propO''e to fsiYc the hon. gentleman any 
assistance '"''hatevcr. 

::\Ir. VO\YLES': I desire to give some 
rcaeons whv wo should not COJBent to the 
urotion. Ir; ordjnary businc'iS, a rcpresenta­
til·o of a company, if he is asking share .. 
holders for money, naturally shows them 
"·hat it i; for. He shows that there are 
funds frorn which those moneys are to come~ 

'The PnE:clEH: Do you mean, when they 
pmposc to call up no\Y capital? 

Mr. VOWLES: I am talking of m·cryday 
business, and I say the business of the Stato 
should be run on commercial linos; and, if 
\Y( 7l n~ aske-d to consent to the pa:·:Jing of u. 
certain .-urn of money, we should at least 
know that the money is there to handle. We 
aro in the happy position to-day that the 
Treasurer has, apparently, something up his 
slco,-o which he will not givo to the House. 
lf it is true that this loan money has been 
got from Amct'ica or elsewhere-according to 
rumours which haYe come to the ears of the 
leader of the Opposition-it is very regret­
table that the head of the Government should 
r:1rry on in the way he is doing. Surely we, 
r pro·senting as we do very near!:; half the 
people of the State. although we are sueh a 
small minol'ity in the House, should at least 
b1oW ,,·hat is going on. It is a great dis­
courtesy to every member of the Opposition 
to withhold this information. I lmow this 
much-and there is no tittle-tattlc about what 
I ]ward-a gentleman who was a member 
of the Local Authorities' Association exeeu­
tive at Brisbane made a report last Friday 
night at a council meeting at Dalby, of 
,,-hich I am a member. Ho came back with 
the information to our council that it had 
come from the Trcasnrer that the local 
autl1oritics should put their applications in 
order, as them was plenty of money avail­
able for them. I do not notice that the 
rrreasurcr is denying the statement. 

The PRE)IIEll : I am afraid you are not 
quite accurate. It must have been in refer­
ence to a particular application. 

:VIr. VO\VLES: I suppose the hon. gentle· 
man knows there has been an application 
before him for five years. 

The PRniiER: No, you have not had one 
before mo for the last five years. 

Mr. VOWLES : It was made to the hon. 
gc>ntlcman by myself, and I told him at the 
time that, on account of it being war time, 
they would probably not wish to launch out., 
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as they might have other useB for the money. 
At any rate, we ha vc been put off. \Ve are 
now told, on the eve of an election, that 
the money is available, and that all we have 
to do is to bm;tle and get it. \Ye would 
like to know where that mone.1 is coming 
from. If all the money required by the 
local authorities in Queensland is available, 
the Government must have etruck oil some­
whore. I do not know whether the Govern­
ment have been lncky in winning a Tatter­
sall's swoop. At an;, rate. they appc:tr to 
have got money in asmno wa:·. These statc­
Incnts are rnade just before an election. 
\Vhenev-or. an election is co1uing on there is 
a eug-gestwn made that all you have to do 
1s to ask and you w1ll receive but we find 
that the promises made befor~ the election 
are not fulfillBd after the election. I think 
>en:vono who studios the llna.ncial position of 
Queensland to-day n1ust feel alarmed. I 
do not want to poee as an alarmi,,t, hut I 
would like to know \Yhat the position betwe~n 
thB Government and the Savino-s Dank roallv 
is. The last time we saw a statement frorn 
the Treasurer in the Auditor-General's re­
port, on the 30th .June last. thcrB was a 
milliou of money there which the Govern­
m,ent hac! takcu over from tho Savinge Dank. 
We would hke :to know whether t.hat money 
has b''Un ropan1, or whether the Govern­
~nent have borrowed another million. It 
I';< held at cal1, but, unfortunately, the posi­
tiOn 1s, that 1f the Government has not got 
tho money ,,:hen the call comes it may put 
1t. ofi and rrwko arrangements for another 
milliOn to be got at call. v\'e should know 
where. we stand in that respect. The Trea­
;~rPr IS not_ Int~r]~Ctlnf? as he u<:Sually does. 
Ihc~ House ~hcnud no g1ven eYerv confldcnce 
and no hol_lest Govcrmmmt sho;;ld go forth 
o.n a!~ elcct:onccring can1paign 1vith lnforma­
hon m thou· possession w.hich thev are with. 
holding from the people, and 'which the 
people should know, ]Jarticularly when they 
are gomg to make cap1tal of that information 
to gain support. . \Ye are asked to go away 
at the end of th1s week, and return some­
tune m Jam~ary. I know that it is highly 
des~rable that the money should be voted to 
the pubhc s~rvants, who should not be lBft 
w1thout . then· salanes, whatever happens. 
But surely we are ent1tled to know where t.he 
rnono,y Js cotn~ng fro1n! I-Io1v arc \VO going 
to carry on 1f the monev does not exist? 
VI' e arB entitled to receiv~ this information. 
and I am not going to cast my vote for th~ 
appropnatwn of money when it is quite 
possible that the money is not there to be 
applied. We are told, on page 6 of the 
Audlt~;·-Gencral's report-

There 1s now a world-wide demand 
for econom:y in respect to public expendi­
ture, and, 111 new of the deficits of the 
past three years, together with the in­
formation conv_eyed. by the Ggures in 
general a ppeanng m the report, it is 
obvwus-1f the financial stability of the 
State is to be maintained-that the 
graYit,y of the present situation and the 
r1sk m regard to the future call for 
thoug.htful rcfiection." 

What position do we find ourselves in now? 
\V c have seen the last bi-monthly retur~ 
of the Treasurer, and we find that the advice 
of the Auditor-General is being ignored. 
The expenditnrc is on the increase. They 
are gomg further and further into the mire. 
Notwithstanding the fact that we are going 
through one of the worst vcars so far as 
drought is concerned that 'Queensland has 

experienced for twenty years, the expendi­
ture still keeps rising. Remember, too, that 
the drought is ocill continuing, and one of 
the State's biggest assets is in jeopardy 
o·wing to the large number of stock we havo 
on the State stations. All this information 
is being kept L<lC'k frmn Parliament. If 
this dry spell is going to continue, then ·we 
are going to lo·-c a trcn1endons a1nonnt of 
'nhw on the State stations. 

Mr. BREXR\N: How can we help it? 

:\Ir. VO\VLES' You should follow the 
'"·h·ico of tho Auditor-General. 

Mr. BREl;:--u,x: You cannot fjght nature and 
dtought. 

:\lr. VOWLES: When you 
that is not the time to 

but ruther to 

arc having 
incr•'ELSe tho 

it. That 
to do b. the ba \·e LL'{'D 

I kliO\Y 

if yoa nu1ke a companson 
)Lar UIJd the year 191-+ you 

'·ill see the cxpcndilurP in 1914 was 
£6.962.515. The u:-q1enditurc ha,; bccu 
iuc-rea·:jng year by until this last finan-
<·ial year we aiHl a-ha1f n1illion:-:; 
of u{oney, or ovf'r a.nd a-half millions 
of U10IW\' rnor ~ than the Liix:ral Govcnuncnt 
'i" nt iu" th0ir last y<"<tr of ofhcc. In spile of 
the re:Yc:nue that the Government ha:; 
l'<'< they came out last year with a debit 
b·danc<'. ls it a fair thing· that we should bo 
n ·ked to yotc rnullf':v i·o an extra ,-agant 
Go; <:rnlllent ·: It is onh- right that we should 
ta.kn this oppoltnnit.Y to di~cus:::; grieYances. 
Thr·:v .arc not grien:tnces but actual facts 
v hich !!xi:.:t f:iO far as tho Auditor-General's 
report is couccrned. \'T c arc getting into an 
extrao1·dinar:y position L'S rcgard:5 tht~ pra<'­
iices of this J-Iour-: ~. The Trea~urcr and the 
Go,-ermnent front bench have now adopted 
a policy of doing uncon:;titutional and illegal 
act~, anJ cotllillg to this I-Iouso aft.envards 
to sanction thorn. According to the ;\uditor­
Gcucral, the Government cpcnt £1,000,000 
last year iu unforeseen expenditure. Unfore­
,;cpn expenditure cannot be helped, but 
unforeseen expenditure should be within 
reason, and when it gets up to £1,000.000 it 
iA outsidP reason altogether, and contrary 
to the statute wo have governing our finan­
ces. It is contrary to all precedent. You 
\I ill remember. 1\Ir. Dertram. that many 
years back we liad a general election, and thD 
\Yiwle crux of it was whether the Govern­
tnent acted in a constitutional "\Va\7 or not. 
The Government voted without authority the 
llN'0Ssar~7 n1oney to pay the salaries for the 
tinH~ being. 

:\I r. BRE:--f:--fA:-1: 'That was the excuse put 
lwforc the pcoplr'.. \Ve wanted to get the 
Liberals out of power. 

Mr. VO\VLES: I am glad the hon. gentle­
n1an admits it \Vas an oxcuso. \Ve are 
shortly to have three by-elections in Queens­
land. and \Ye are also to haYe a general 
doction in which tht• whole of the people 
of Australia aro interested. :\1r. Hyan. late 
Prc1nicr of Quef'nsland, is coruing before the 
people of Australia, and he wants to put 
forward his financial record and other records 
before the nco)Jlt of Australia as fL rt'ason 
why he sl10.uld be put at th{' head of the 
Commonwealth Administration. At the 'amo 
time, here ,,.c are in this I-Iousc, tne1nbers 
\Vho know a1I about hi-:1 record, :vet we aro 
hDing depriYod of the right to discLl" those 
records-records which apparently there is 
a keen desire to hide. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! Order! 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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1\lt-. VO\VLES : I am referring to our 
fmancial record. The Financial Stat "mont 
giYing lhu financial transactions for last year 
is liot fortl1con1it;g. A1n I not right in a:-;sunl­
ing that this G'on:rnUlf'nt £ne holding back 
the F;WLl!Cial Statement for a purpose? I 
~n1 uot saying that they are doing anything 
disbonc:--t. llon. gcntJenH~n oppo~itJ will say 
that it is political tactics. rrhe hon. lTlClnber 
Iot· Toowoomba caid just now that they raisctl 
the constitutional question as an ext:U8C to 
<;et the J~ibcnJs out. Here we find, on 
another oceasion. that they are not prepared 
~o bl'ing J_hu truth f,Jl'ward '0 that it can be 
di~cn:- d.'d. If VYe o1dy kncvv \Yhat our real 
financial position IYas-we c:1n only imagine 
what oul' 1'(\·d financial position is at tho 
prcsC'nt tin1r,--it \Youlcl be so1ncthing. It 
>nJU!d he an ""ample to the rc:;t of tho 
·:.:onlnlOll\.~·calth. I personally object to the:-:~t.• 
rnollcys being paid oYer until our rail \\·ay-s 
an~ lHOIJl;r]y 1nanag·cd and properl5~ handled. 
I might r<'lor to the cases of stealing which 
uro co11stantly going on in the railways. I 
1nentioned one case before, and 1 ha vc now 
got another case. I had the papers given 
to rne yestenJa_y vvherc an unfortunate 1nan 
whosQ property is mortgaged to the 
Government Savings Bank \YaS pressed for 
n1oney, and he rnanagcd to got together 
£56 worth of skins. He handed these in at 
the Dalby Railway Station, and his consign" 
n1ent note sho·ws that tho skins 1.vero properly 
bound up and pmperly labelled. They were 
consig-n{'d 1 o a reputable firrn in Brisbane, 
Messrs. Mactaggart and Co., but those 
skins cannot be found. That 1nan ha.o: to 
lose the tliffcroncc between £10 and £56. 
I quoted another case wher-e £147 worth of 
Bkius 1.\Crr. ~tolcn. If You will remember, Mr. 
J2rrtrain, rhL'l'C' \YH': a in-o-.ccution in tho Rail-
1>,.ay D0fWl'ttnc-nt SOll1{' little tin1c ago at a 
nlace c~llcd Tara, when a clerk who was 
;rnplieawd in the s-r::aling Bu.iJ that he 'l'Yas 
f'oerccd by oth._ r persons. IIo snid there 
was a gnng of thi_ \·es in the Railway DPpart­
_tncnt ancl he could not help the position ho 
got into. 1 ki~O\Y that })Olice n•ports !laYO 
been uutde £r01n tinlP to tinH~ about pilfering· 
in the Rail'.ray Dt'partmcnt. but fht'y never 
get any :-'atisfa{'tiou for their reports. \Vhy? 
~.\re tht~ Go\ crn1nC11t fraid to do their dutv '! 
If these are tho condition;;; vrhich obtain 'in 
the Railway Department in Brisbane, why 
should Wt' ...-ote the moue\· for the servico::; of 
thnt clc'IJal·lnH•nt '! \Yith r'c ~ard to the &01'Yiccs 
th<lt \\'0 gTt from that department, it is th(• 
rule, and 11ot the cxccntioll, for trains to be 
late thes£~ days. and tf1ey are not only late, 
but hout·o late. 

The CIIAIR::\L\1'\: Orcl<er! Ord·cr! 

~It-. BREXKAN : \Vhat is the cause of it? 
Bad water. 

The CIIAIR~L\:\: Order ! Order ! 

::\Ir. VOWLES: I do not think that bad 
watc1· C'au,c•s the trains to start late. The 
trains sb1rt one and a-half hours late. I arn 
talkiug abont th{ ir starting latC'-not finish~ 
ing late. I \Yill giYe hon. gcutlcrncn seine­
thing to think about. There are other rcasonc:; 
why v:e should object to pa,sing· this morwy. 
VV l' are asked in this Chan1bor, and hon. 
1ncrnbcrs jn another place haY-o a rnot.ion on 
record acking for information rega-rding 
moneys. paid to a gcntlcn1an \'rho is a rnom­
bcr of tho U pp or House. If we voted this 
moneY now some of it would bo devoted 
towa1~ds paying n1en during election time. 
There may be a lot of electioneering agents 
and they will be paid for out of the moneys 

[Mr. Vowles. 

subscribed h.v the people of Queensland to 
bolster up Mr. Ryan's came. If we cannot 
get the r<•eorcls of expenditure . we can !lot 
find out how much J\'l:r. Betlford Is recervmg 
from the Government. \Yhv should we vote 
this n1onev and let th-P GovCnuncnt carry on 
those pmctich in public life'! \Ve are on 
tho eye of a Federal election. People outc 
side arc being alarmed because at this late 
~tagc of Parliamf'nt, ahno~t the end of the 
vcar, no Finanrial St.aterrlC'nt has been forth­
(;orning. They arc alarrned in this direction. 
hf'ca.W:l(~ vvr know there is going to be a ~ig 
deficit, and we arc being told by the Prmn.ter 
that it will moan further taxation. Taxation 
ici odious enough "\Yhon one's business is goin~ 
on in a prosperous way, but when that busi" 
nc-s is done, and whou one: :3 stock are dyrng, 
"·hen one's cattl" ""'' being depleted and 
rujn is aln1ost staring hin1 in th~~~ face, ho 
naturallv like. to !wow >Yltat ho has got to 
face so ~far as the GoYcrinnent js C')ncerned. 
1t will be seven months hom the end of the 
last finaneial year bdore the public will fin? 
out what the taxation i,-. guing to be, and rf 
the taxation will be rotrospectiYe again. 
That is another objectionable feature of this 
GovermrH'nt. They inllict rl'lrospcctive taxa­
tion on the people. Here it will occur agam, 
and the pcop!Q will be asked to find the 
money which will not be forth:oming. I sa;y 
it is very unfair to place men m a fals~ post­
tion like that. It should be the funcbon of 
the Government to let the p~ople know imme" 
diatclv what their obligations are ·''O far as the 
State 'finances arc concerned. I do not proc 
pose to tak<' any further time. My time has 
alrnost expired. There are 1nany 111a~tcra 
referred to in the rr•port of the Auditor­
General with regard to StaL t:nterprtses 
"h ich I \I'Ould like to refer to, more particuc 
lady in reference to the purchases which 
ha v8 be> on made. 

The CIL\IR',L\:N: Order! Order! 
:\lr. VO\YLES: l know I would be out of 

order in dealing ,_-ith that matter. Perhaps. 
thouo·h soinl' of the 1noucvs we arc: a.sked to 
yob~ 

0

n~w "\Yould hn dcYotcci to carrying on the 
State enterprise:::, which will ncYcr pay so 
long as thP GoYC'l"llHH'llt havl' the handling of 
th;:__ill. \V e arc a:'" ked to V~)h; uioncy toward.:; 
the State fish shop which is Jo,ing handc 
fOllH.'ly CYerv \Ycek, and is going to continue 
lo.,ing·. \YI;y shonltl not the Government 
re<diw the im•,-iUthle like other Governments 
ha vc clorw and decide that it is not a good 
policv to haYc a State fish shop. The other 
day t.hcy had a good catch of 6 tons, but 
it took ninctcen days to get that catch, and 
>Yhen brought up it did not realise eno'!gh 
to the wag·os of the men or anythmg 
rH u let alone the wear and tear of the 
plant. 

Mr. BRDfXAl\: They arc only exploring. 

1\lr. VO\YLES: I should sa.,. that they were 
out fishing. All these things are concerned 
i't this vote which we arc asked to pass to­
day becaus<l portion of the money will be 
dP~~tcd to the administration of this service. 
The Government should realise that they 
ha Ye made mistakes, and if they will not do 
it it is up to us to try to holcl up thetr votes 
in ord('r to imprcss them in a forceable way. 
So far as the \Varr'L mine is concerned, I 
notice that the GoYornment have the temerity 
to chargB the £47,000 of a loss on that 
mine against the conSD!idated revenue. How 
do we know they are not doing it so far as 
othBr losses are concerned ? vV e do not know 
what the futuro is going to bring forth. If 
the hon. gentleman will not give us his 
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Financial Statement and will not giv0 any 
valid reasons for not presenting it, we will 
cmnc to our own conclusions as to the reason 
of it. \Ye will put our own construction on 
it, am! that will be that as this Government 
is going out c]cction<'cring it v;i1l not be 
good hnsim•" for them to table the Financial 
Statement, bee a mo it will let the people of 
Australia "eo tho desperate stmits that the 
Govemnwnt haYC' got Queensland into. I 
know thri1· propaganda will he that their 
~tatc Ycnturrs h<_lY,c b~~t~n a hn~0 success, but 
If >H• had the FmanciHl Statement >H• could 
sho,,· ,,~hat the enterprises a.re, and that 
is a failure. 

The PREJ\IIEH: You have got the Auditor­
General's report. 

:Y[r. VOWLES: \Yo have got that report 
bnt we cannot discuss it. I would liko to 
discuss a number of the State enterprises, 
particularly the Babinda Hotel, which had a 
turnover of £16,000 for a profit. of £120. 
There should ha.ve been a profit of £5.000. 

The SEcHETAHY FOR PrBLIC \VoRKS: You 
would rob the boarders. 

Mr·. VOWLES: You c~n sec that they did 
rob the boardms. ThP dining-room and the 
bllhard-rcom were also robbed. 

Tho PRE11JER: You want to rob them of 
another £5,000. 

Mr. VOWLES: ::\o. The ordinary pricec; 
are <:harged for liquor at the Babinda Hotel. 

The PR~)I!ER: What do you call "ordinary 
price-,''? 

Mr. VOvVLES : The ordinary price nt 
Babinda or anv other hotel · 

The PREMIER": Le'S than Cairns? 

Mr. VOWLES: I could not sav that· I do 
not know what the prices ar<> there. But, as 
fa.r as the quarantine ca1np is concerned, 
you made "- profit of 47 per cent. out. of the 
unfo~·tune.tc.s \Yho \Yerc co1npe1lcd to go there, 
and If you do not call that profitecring, I do. 

The bell indicatpd that the hon. member's 
full time had expired. 

Hox. W. H. TIAR:'\ES : I think the Com­
mittC'e haYc a right to insist on getting from 
the Trcacuror a ctatouwnt as to the position 
of the finances gcncrallc-, because tlw fact 
rermmr6 that practict.Illy all branches of 

finance, as far as Queensland is 
[5.30 p.m.] concerned, arc included in the 

Statement-loan, trust. &c. I 
want to draw the Treasurer's attention to 
a statement he made some little time ago 
to me in connection with these very 
rnattcrs ·whif'h arc HO\V under cons}dcl'atjon. 
"\\

7 hen last dierus·· ing the fin ann~. T Rou~·ht 
certain inforrnation, and ho told ~r1e 
deliberately that it had been published. The 
hon. gentlQrnan was either absolutely ignorant 
of his -department or he wilfully side-tracked 
the question. In anBwer to a question put 
by the hon. mendJcr for \V an,-ic'~, the Trea­
surer admittQd that that particular statement 
was not then made out at all, nor had it been 
published-there is reference to it in "Han­
sard"-and, as a matter of fact, he deliber­
ately side-tracked the particular qne5tion. 

'The Pnr::.IIER: 11cad \\.hiJt I said, in~tead of 
n1:dzing vagn0 iJPllu'nrlocs. 

Em:. vY. lL\R:'\l'S: I kncm- I am not 
1n o:;_·{lcr rcadiug fro1n thir, 
1" I-Jan~ord," but witl1 dw c,Jr:·ellt 
House I ,,-ill read what the hon. 
said by interjection. He said this-

" Because that infonnation is ave..ilahlo 
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to all members equally. It IS published 
quarterly." 

The PRE~IIER: That is so. 
Uox. W. II. BARNES: It was not pub· 

lislwd at that particular time-9th October­
it i' published now. 

The PHE}ffEH: Is it not published' 
quarterly? 

Jlox. \V. II. BARNES: ::\o, in this par-
ticu1ar ca;;;:c it is published four months, 
hut on that oc·c·nsion thP gPntlmna.n 
dclilwmt'<'ly oidc-tmckcd the question. 

The PRE)IIEH: :Yl v statement was absolutelv 
and complP!ely <:or;·ect. -

HoN. W. H. BARC\ES: As a matter of 
fact, tlw figures which he s2id I should have 
been a hle to get. were not available on that 
Jlarticnl-r~r occasiDn in conn('ction 1vith the 
returns \Yhich h0 said \Vere available. 

The PnE}IlER: \Vhich returns were they? 

Hox. W. H. TIAH)JES: Ho knows which 
returns tho.v are, and he deliberately refused 
to allow the cfficere of his department to 
furni~h 1nn \vith the infnrnHttion, because he 
said I couhl get them from the quarterly 
stnternont. 

The T'REmEn: I said you could get them in 
thosl~ YOlUJTI(:'S. 

Hox. W. H. BAR)JES: And it is abso­
lutely in keeping with what the hon. gentle­
man is now trying to hide from the public. 

:l>h. TinENNAX : You ha Ye not substantiated 
a case yet. 

HoN. W. II. BAH)JES: But I am going to 
do so. \Vha t is the position in connection 
with t.hc Loan Fund'? I (tm gaing to quote 
fron1 the figures, as far as available to mom­
bel'S of this -House-I cnnnot quote any others. 
But let me. first of all. draw the attention 
of the hon. nJCrnber tD the rcp1y he gave me 
on tlw 31st October, and I am not aware of 
what may ha \'C .happened since then. I 
asked the qu0stion~ 

" 1. Has he eince 30th J uno last 
rec~·ived anv further a1nounts of loan 
rnoncy-~(a) cfrorn th~; Commi~s~onrr of 
the Savings Bank, (b) from the Common­
wealth Govornntent, (c) from anc- other 
source? 

"2. If so. will he state tho respective 
amountc:: obtainc,d

1 
and fro1n whom 

rcccivPd ?" 

;\ nd the ans>vei'S ~were­
" 1. No. 
" 2. Sec ansvn~r tD X o. 1." 

So, ns far a"' possible, I have got ~11forn1ation 
to date in councrtion ·with Loan Funds. 'l'ho 
Audihlr-Gf'nc ral tells us, on page 8 of his 
rPport, th11t tll0 Hldount Hvallab1(' ou Loan 
J\<·euunt 011 30th cTune "'US £1.393.383. Lest 
smncoiw nwv Eav I 2111 nlj~quoti11g, I \Yill 
read hmn tl~e AUditor-General'~ rt>port. On 
page 8 the cash bn lHncc at the -30::h J un~-_', 
1919, is shov,·n us follows:-

£ 
Q.:\. Bank, BrisbanP (Current 

Accouut) 1,028,537 
l_:"n<lN Public Depositors' l~elicf 

Act·-
:\. 116.916 

Cmn-

London 

6,129 
1.365 

245.440 

Making a total of . ... £1.398,388 

Hon. W. H. Bamn.J 
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I ha vc not included the shillings or penoo 
1 n anv case. I vvill no\v qnotP fro1n 1nore 
rccen( figures; the Treasurv returns as 

in last Tuesday's '"Telegraph." 
is made there that the expendi­

turp on Acconnt for four mouths­
that is to the end of October-was £1 206 961. 
In qnoting these, fignres I am enti{·ely' de­
pendent upon the information I can get 
fl'om ;;;olu·cc~s such as this. bccnuse. as the 
Trca5nrc:r v.·as not courtcol1s enough to givo 
nw figures on a previous occasion, I am not 
goiPg cap-in-ha,nd to a~k hi1n to furni:-;h n1c 
with. figures. but I shall be able' to draw mv 
own con cl nsions, as far ail possible, ttnd the 
Treasurer 1rill be able to tell the Honse 
whether I am right or not. If there has been 
an expenditure on Loan Account of 
£1,206,961, and if there have boon no fur­
~hcr recnir:s, ill accordance ·with the aus-..yor 
he ga,·e me, it is a very simple matter to 
find out that at tho present moment, or at. 
tllc oornmonccment of the month without 
accoun_ting for any moneys that ;nay have 
come m on Loan Account since then, that 
Loan Account is down to about £186 427 
11nd let the public of Queensland know 'that 
the expenditure on Loa'i-1 Account last month 
was ovC'r £.300,000. The fact remains that 
the Treasurer cannot deny my statement, 
and unless there are some moneys which he 
has not advised us about, he has not a 
month's money to carry him on. I say it 
IS a proper questiOn to ask at this time how 
is. the Treawrer going to finance during 
this month-let alone the other months which 
must pass by-when this motion is carried? 
It is the solemn duty of this HouS(' to 
find that out. because it is perfectly certain 
t.hat unlo~s there arc some moneys coming 
m, to whiCh no rcferenc, has been made in 
this House, and which have been arranged 
for durmg this month, the Treasurer must 
be absolutely stranded as regards Loan 
Account. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: You are forgetting the 
good old Sa\ ings Bank. 

Ho:-r. W. H. BARNES: I am going to 
point out the facts and figures as far as I 
kno_w tlwm, but. the Tr<'asurer has t.he oppor­
tumty of placmg the position before the 
House. \Vhat is the concln~ion which the 
public and the m0mbcrs of this Committee 
mm~ corn<' ,to with rc;gard to these things 
w.hcn tlw 'Treasurer sits down and refuses 
to reveal the position of the finances when 
he has every right to do so. ' 

Th" PRnngR : vVe do not refuse, neither 
haYo \VC refused. 

HON. W. H. BARNES : Both the leadBr 
and the deput:.· leader of the Opposition have 
ac·ked for inforrnation--

Tlw PREJrlER: I am waiting to hear what 
you have to <Oay, then I will reply. 

. Ho!\'. W. H. D;"-RNES: I am very &lad 
~f my r<'marks will have the effect of brmg­
mg the Trcasmer to his feet, and if that is 
the case, then I will not have spoken in vain: 

I wallt to fJUOte from page 16 of the 
Andihn·-Gcneral' s report, and to draw the 
attention of the House to the fact that tho 
Tn"t Account~ have been g-raduall~ goino-

the bad. According to the repor't I find 

"At the 30th June, 1917, the cash 
balance w ts £1,781,709. At the 30th 
,J unc, 1918, the cash balance was 
£1.178,286. At the 30th June, 1919, the 
ca·,h balance was £953,061." 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

Ag-1in T am lcaYing out the shilling . .; and 
Jl''IH·e. That ·hems that the cash balance has 
dwmdl ed to a bout one.half in two years. 
J)ocs the Troasur0r deny tllat? Does he say 
that t.hc Auditor-General has made a state­
rncnt wbirh i:,· not correct? In connection 
"·ith the moneys that are hdcl, the Auditor­
General 6ays, On page 16-

" To arri,·e at this balance, allowance 
has been made for the deposit of 
£1.000,000 placed at call 1vith the Trea­
surer by <the Commissioner, Qneensland 
Gm·ernment Savings Bank; were this 
amount exclndcd, tho a~greg<ltc cash 
balance would ~how a debit of £46,938 
Q,,_ 4d." 

That is a very extraordinary position for the 
Government to be in. They have prac.tically 
had to go to the Commi%ioner of the Savings 
Bank and ask him to finoncc them-on one 
orca.<ion to the extent of £1,500.000, and on 
another occasion £1,000,000 which is at call, 
whatever t.hey may be worth. 

The PRE1fiEH: Did you never use the 
Savings Bank funds? 

HoN. W. H. BAR:'\l'ES: We never used 
it in the way the hon. gentlemen have used 
it. \Vc haYe ne•·cr been in the position of 
having moneys of that kind from the Savings 
Bank at call. 

The I'RDITER: Of course you have, You 
ccrtainlv could not have had deposits from 
th(~ Col11mis~ioner. because there was no 
Comrnissioncr in those da.ys. 

HoK. W. H. BARXES: The hon. gentle­
man has to prove it) and it is not so. 

The PREMIER: What is that? 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: You are making 
the charge, not I. I say that the State 
has never been in the position of having a 
million of money at call, and why is it 
done? 

The PREMIER: You are merely eyading 
n1y question. 

I-Iox. \Y. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle­
man will have an opportunity of replying. 
It is done becawe of tho extremists in the 
GoYornmont. and is done because, at the 
nres"nt monwnt. the Pr<'mier is trying to 
.:<:tY0 his ex-colloagur. who is no\v director of 
smncthing cl~E'. and in order that he may be 
able to ~onduct the can:paig-n in a satisfac­
torv wav from th<•ir stnnclpoint. According 
to ·the Auclitor-G~ncral's report, on page 6, 
our popu!a tion . has incro~sed by 5.6 per 
cent.: the recc1pis have mcreascd by 30.7 
per c«nt .. and the expenditure has increased 
b.v 32.2 per cent. Ma:v I qu_oto, too, from 
sorP.c' of the information whlCh was given 
to the public bv the present Premier and 
his colleag-ue. th0 lVIl11istcr for R.ailways. 
,Just li ton to it. Ono of the statements made 
in adclt·<·ssinv, the public, which was very 
gnl!iblc on that occ '.sion, Y:as~ 

"' Lom1' 1na·7 bo vory 11ccessarv for 
rcproducti,·e \\;orks, hut 'is it any wonder 
that om· d0bt amount' to £52,000,000 ~ 
that our clebt per head of the populc,tion 
is over £80?" 

I want to a.~k ,,-hat tho debt is to·day. If 
tho Treasurer will turn un the Auditor­
General's repmt, pag-e 20, J1o "·ill find that 
it i' £65.581.121. Those mon who were gomg 
to rut us on a. ~.ound iinuncial footing have 

up from £80 per head to about £120 per 
and the total amount of loan money 
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1Hts increased from £52,000,000 to £65.000,000 
odd. And then might I read another beauti­
ful quotntiun. lt is os follows:-

" Do you know that a man who has 
a \Yif,. and fan:ily of four pays £18 
in interc~t on loa tts eYery :~car, which 
means 7s. per \\"C·ck '! Don't you think 
the system should he altrred ?" 

I \ ont to ask \Yhat the Trca.~nrer: who po·,ps 
a-3 the fric~nd of the \Yorkr-r. the true dernocrat 
~the truC' dcrnocrat in narne only~has clono 
in ('{Jnlwction \Y ith these lo::tn nJa.ttors "? \Vhrrt 
h<1s th! T'rcn:.urer d(J1lC i') lighten the 1oad 
which is being carriPd b~Y the \Yorker '? The 
loan has b(';'n }Jilncl on a~~·ajn and again, and 
I mn right in ~aying that the position, so far 
as Qucenslantl is concerned in that particular 
n:garc1, notY\·ithstanding tlw increase in loan 
rnonoys, is wor~e than it has C\~er been in 
any period of the State's history. \Ye find 
that, in urder to try and keep n1en en1ployed, 
from unfm·e'-·ccn expenditure they had to 
l:iprnd. during the last financial year, a bout 
£600,000. If you turn up the Auditor­
General's report you will find further that 
the increase in expenditure-take, if you 
will, from the moat shops-the increase there 
has been enorrnous, because there are so 
many ncen unemployed. vVhy arc they 
unemployed? Because there i ... a Govern­
ment in power that does not know the ele­
ments of finance, and they have pursued a 
policy of drift, drift, drift, and now they 
want to skedaddle as soon as possible, in 
order to hide the true position from the 
public. Taxation receipts increased bv 190.5 
per cent.; railway,; by 5.04 per cent:; and 
other receipts by 8.3 per cent. Notwith­
standing the tromendons increase in taxa­
tion; notwithstanding •.,-hat has been shown 
h,ere in connection "ith the amount of 
moneys that have come in, and the large 
increase of revenue since 1914-1915: still we 
are going to entl 'mother year, apparent!:,-, 
with a deficit, un]e,s a further load of 
taxation is put on, and tho Treasurer has 
promisPd that he will ·do it, and I expect 
those behind him will sool him on to do it. 

JIIIr. RIORDAN: Tax the proper pe011le. 

HoN. W. H. BAR"'ES: You can tax and 
tax until you tax the community right out. 
That is what is happening. We aro driving 
men from the primary duties of life-men 
who have in the nnst been helpful to the 
cornrnunity. rrht~ wnolc thing· shows that, 
notwithstanding- the land tax last year pro­
duced £578,253-that tax did not exist in 
1914-1915-we arc going on at such a rate 
that this year is goi11g- to show a bigger 
deficit than any previous deficit in tho 
history of the 1\-Iinistry. 

rrho PRE:\liER: You ar(' vcr:T pC'~/)imi-,tic. 

HoK. W. H. BAH:'\ES: I am taking the 
fip-ttrcs a;;. thc~v nre revealed. 

'I,hc PHE).Ilt:R : Kot as they are l'CVP4kd; 

yon are rr1anufacturing thorn. 

Ho:--:. W. H. DAR:'\ES: The hon. gentlo­
n1an knows that th0rc. nro cPrtain figures 
revealcrl. HlllC'~'3 the "' TPlegraph" 11C\VS­

Jwpcr }ws lictl) ln:cnn~8 those figures are 
'..;npplif'd 'u,v the dPpartm.(_)nt. -

Tho PRE).liER: I am disputing :~our calcu­
lation with regard to the Loan Funcl. 

Hox. \V. H. BARNES: I have made the 
caleulahon on th;, figurr3 in my posse~s.ion, 
and the hon. gentleman will have an 
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oppo1·tunity c£ pointing out -whC':'+'in they are 
ron~~. J-T<)rc is another rtnotat1on~ 

_," Does. it btl''·inC'"SR man take a loan 
£ron1 a banker in the sarne ·way? Is it 
the ~ort of finance that young Queens­
land and )rou11g ... 6...n~tra1ia stand for?" 

Here, on the CH' of an election, is that the 
financr; that Quecnslrrnd stands for? A 
tlnanco in l'L £.~·ard to \Yhich onl~·- on one 
occasion-~that ~ \SHS for a 1nonth-"\\ ·re they 
<l blc to sho\Y <l surplus. 

The PHE3UER: 'fhc next year sho~-red a 
surplu:s, too. 

Ho:--:. W. H. BAR'\ES: How was it 
brought a1Jout '! 'Turn up the colun1ns ?f 
the Anditor-G-C'ner,11'S 1eport) and you ,,111 
find that certa1n molH~~.'~ accrued and due 
b.' the Railwu:y ])r'partnlellt were not paid. 

The PHEJLlEH: Ho\\" do you mean '' accrued 
and due n ·~ 

Ho:--:. W. H. BARNES: Do< s the hon. 
gentleman deny that the Auditor-General 
drew att<'ntion to the fact that about £100,000 
that ehould haYe been included in the 191~-
1916 returns were not included as a debtt 
against the department? 

The l'nE;~TJER: Certainly, I deny it, and 
vou ca11not show that 1 t, is ::o. 
" Mr. BRE:-IXAN: Bowled out again. 

HoN. W. H. BAR"'ES: The Auditor­
General says, " Had ~he P;,actico of previous 
occasion been fol1ov~o·-cd--

The PnnHEH: It was a "cronk" practice 
that haa been carried out on previous 
occasions. 

HoK. IV. H. BARNES: It was not a" eronk" 
practice. It was the practice that exists 
to-day. The position to-day is perfectly dear 
that the State of Queensland is in a tighter 
corner than it has over been in its history. 

Mr. BHENNAN: vVhat for? 
HoN. W. ll. BARNES: By having a 

Government and hen. members like the hen. 
mrmbcr for 'roowoon1ba squeezing it and 
helping men outside· to squeeze it also. The 
oircum-tanccs to-day are such that men on 
this side of the House have a duty to per­
form to the country. Lot me close by giving 
another quotation which I sav is a sound 
one, and this was signed, as '·'as th0 other 
chttemont, by E. G. Thcodore and .J. A. 
Fihelly. It is as follows:-

" Finance is the basis of govern1nont; 
it is aleo the toot of Gove,rnments. Apply 
it to the financial records of the two 
parties who are now bdo_ro you.. The 
financial record of the L1berals JS the 
financial recklessness that spells national 
bankruptcy." 

If that were true., -what is the financial record 
of t.bc Labour Go.-crnmcnt repres,,ntod by 
the, Treasurer'? I f:ay their financia~ r~cord 
is one of absolute bankruptcv, and 1t s,1ows 
that the GoYcrnment arc abso~lutcly incapable 
of dealing yvith those position~ that have 
croppc·d up. It seems tc; n;e that t~e pol_icy 
of the Go.-ernment at tlns JUlicture rs a bnd 
rf r)~('kl'n--.'F ?viica.\Yber-\H' ,,·iJ1 aJjoHrn; y,-c 
'"ill put a blanket oYer thn business until 
thl' elections are out of the wa,-, and 
::\lic~wbn·-like >YC· will hope something will 
turn up. That has· been their policy in 
cormEction ,-ith the nurchase of State sta­
tions ; signing promi~.,ory notes practically 
in ordQr to purf'haso stations, and in that 
\vay to try and get over smne of. their diffi~ 
cultios. They have shown theH absolute 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.1 
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incapability of dealing with the affairs of 
the; State. and I hope that the Treasurer 
\\~i[] at least be able to disprove soine of the 
statements I hay.p n1adc, because it is 
important that the State should know exactly 
1vhcrc wo arc; and. jn any case, I ask the 
Treasurer to let us lmoY: the true position. 

Th0 bell indicated that the· hon. member's 
time had expired. 

HoN. J. G. _\PPEL (Albr<rt): I am opposed 
to tlw Committee passing this resolution, and 
ono of my rca"ms for opposing it is that 
the Trea~urer has not, by means of a Finan­
cial Statcme·nt, given the Committee any 
oxplnnabon as to how he proposes to raise 
the n1oney. I-Ie has not gi,-cn any reasons 
to the Committee showing that that increase 
is not a·dditioual to those \Yhich are con­
tained in the Estimate-s which wore passed 
last year. On the discussion on the last 
Appropriation Bill, I asked the Treasurer 
whether it was proposed that the pavments 
which were to be made out of that 'appro­
p\"iation would exce•ed 01' whether thev would 
be the same as those provided for· on the 
Estimates which had been passed by the 
Chamber, and his answer· was that the pay­
ments would be· made in accordance with 
the Estimates of the prtwious year. Accord­
~ng to the "Telegraph " of Tuesday even­
mg. 4th Non1mber. I f1nd, under the items 
"Expenditure," that that promise· has not 
been carried out. The followirw is an 
extract from the "Telegraph":-~ 

"The following is a comparative state­
ment of expendituro of the State of 
Que-ensland during the month and four 
months ended 3ht October. 1918, and 
31st October, 1919, respectively." 

And in cunnccticn with the schedule, thPre 
is an increase of £6,000 odd-a very con­
srderable mcrea;;o on the Estimate of the 
previous year and which we had no oppor­
tunity of discus:;ing. 

The PREMIER : There is no ·discussion on 
the schedule. 

Ho:-.: .• r. G. AP.PEL: That is anothe·r 
reason why this grant should not be made, 
because the hon. gon~leman J:as given no 
e·~planatron why that rtem, whrch cannot be 
drscussed, has been increased. 

(Sitting suspended from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.) 

Ho:-.: .. J. G. A PPEL: The J\!Iinistc•r practi­
cally told us that, so far as the schedules 
y,~ere concerned, this Committee had no voice. 

The PRE}!IER: \Vhat I 'aid was that the 
schedules ar0 not open to discussion in the 
House on the Estimates, because the schedules 
ar0 alrcud.v appropriated by .Parliament. 

Hm:. J. G. APPEL: It comes to the same 
t[1ing. ,One of tlw reasons why I object to 
1_!llS HH_JLIOn being pru::scd 1s that the Mlln~:tor 
~1as gJ\ en no inforn1a~ion regarding the 
nJcreast'd nrnounts. \VhlCh are rrtore than 
double in P.OllH' ea ·es the ? uount:" o~1 th~ 
previous Estinlat:~- The I;on. gc,ntlc111an 
gave no cxp1anatton of the tncrea~t'S to the 
Committee vvhon he askf:'d ns to upjHOY0 of 
the expenditure of ,£2.250.000. As the hem. 
g·('llt1C<n:an gave us an Hnrlcrtuking that the 
cxpl'nchtuJ'C would be nTacticallv on the sa1.ne 
Iint'.s as the pro,-ious· E- tinwtC-'s, that i:s a. 
ccgcnt rPason ·wh. "·e should objf'f't to 
gn1nt the arnount J10\Y ask('d for until smno 
information is YoucllsafPcl with regard to the 
la.rge mcrcase of 0xpenditure. Then, the 
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estimate of expenditure in the Home Secre­
tary's Dcnartmcnt was _very <"onsidorabl;v 
<'xcocdcd. \V e ha vo an mcreas0d oxpendr­
ture in connection with the Department of 
Public Lands from £17,000 to £22,000, and in 
the Dcpartml'nt of Agriculture and Stock 
from .£6,000 to £8.000. In the Railwav De­
partment. the increased expenditure is llot sn 
largP. Then, in connection with the Loan 
Fund. there is an increase from c£174,915 to 
£249.000. In view of tlw nndertaking which 
-wns gn·0n by the Treasurer. it becomes tho 
duty uf the Opposition, which has to exer­
f'ise criticisn1 on these rnattors, to demand a 
full explanation of the increases before thev 
cc;n ent to the gTanting of any furthe'r 
funds whwh may be improperly expended, 
~;_nd 1n a rnanncr not in nccordance 1.vith the 
promioe given by the Troasur0r. \Ve find 
that the Auditor-General, on page 2 of his 
l'('port. ~tatcs~ 

" The amount of £313.507 16s. lOd., 
which 1\"Lts actuallv rocciYed frorn this 
sonrcc. and ma-de up as follows:-

£ 8. d. 
Income tax 
Land tax 

193,564 7 8 
119,943 9 2 

was not applied towards th" reduction 
of the nrevious. year's deficit, but merged 
mto the reccrpts of the Consolidated 
Revenue Fund for the past year (1918-
19). Had these collections been applied 
in the manner indicated by the Treasurer, 
the deficit on last vear's transactions 
would have amounted to .£485 495 19s. 
lOcL" ' 

Then, he further points out that the accumu­
lated -deficits in the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund at 30th Juno last were~ 

" On account of 1917-18 
On account of 1918-19 

Total 

£ B. d. 
409,451 13 5 
171,988 3 0 

,£581, 439 16 5 

for which, so far, no provision has been 
n1adc.'' 

In view of the failure of the hon. gentleman 
to obsen-e his compact with reference to the 
e-xpenditure of the last Supply granted by 
this Chamber, and having regard to the 
·i.atemont made bv the Auditor-General with 
respect to a comp'act which he considers was 
made bv the Trca· urer in connection with 
all umo1~nt which was received fron1 n~vonue, 
Hncl \Yhich was to he earmarked for a certain. 
J1Ul'}1ose, \\'(~ 1nust naturally vic\V tho request 
for this Yote with a considerable amount 
of stu~picio11, ·when \Ye have not haD. any 
inforn1ation as to how the 1noncv is to be 
cxntmrlcd. Wo know tlmt the Auditor­
General n1ake;, :.-pecia.1 reference to unfore­
seen c•XJYnditurc. I would like some infor­
matinn 'F to how much of this amount which 
ih nskcd for the rrreasurer proposes to 
<->ppl.v to uuforesecn expenditure. I protest 
against the lax methods of business in the 
Trcasur~· by the pro.sent Trc,lSlU0r in con­
nection \Yith unforcs.eC'n expenditure. It 
sirllply means that the House is losing control 
of r•xpend it.ure which it should coutrol. \Ve 
ar<' advi,;ecl in the Press that the Govern­
nwnt has cmnrnandl'Cl'l'd practically the 'vhnle 
of the m0at ,;npplres of tlw Stall'. Does the 
Treasurer propose taking then1 in a.n ilJcgal 

'1 'To my rnind, it bears thnt aspect, 
the preamble of the proclamation 

says owing to the war which is still in 
existcnee-~ 

The PREMIER: So it is. 
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Hox. J. G. APPEL: It is necessary that 
the supplies should be commandeered by the 
State. 

The PREollER: Do vou sav the war is not 
still in cxi~tenco? ~ ~ 

HoN. ,J. G. APPEL: This is a very serious 
matter for the producers of the State. I 
want to know if, under cover of this appro­
priation, the' hon. gentleman proposes to ·do 
this great and signal injury to the producers 
of thP State. By giving him. this largo sum 
of £2,250,000, we are placing in his hands, 
O\Ying to tho llh1 thods which havo b-een 
adopted with reference to unforeseen expen­
diture, the necessary funds to do this signal 
i11jury to the producers of Queensland, and 
not alone to the producers, but t.o every 
member of the community. If the whole of 
our 1neat ,,upplics aro co'Jnmandeert>d, there 
can be no export of that great prodnct. 

The PllE}JlER: ·who sa•:s there can be no 
export·~ ~ 

HoK. J. G. APPEL: If the State comman­
deers the whole of the meat supplies. 
According to the statements which appoar0d 
in the Press-the hon. gentleman has given 
us no information on the subject, so that we 
are bound to take tho statements which 
have U]l]H'an•d in the Prcs~,-~ 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The 
" Courier" or the " Standard"? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I do not think the 
hon. gentleman who has interjected places 
much reliauce on the " Standard." It has 
contained son1e very interesting news cou­
cerning bi1nself lately. The 'I~rPaE:nrer has 
also had some very unkind cuts in that rag. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Obviously 
you read that part of the Press. (Laughter.) 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Of course, I read it. 
I n ad everything. I want to see to what 
depth of degradation a paper can descend 
for parlinmentary purposes. You realise that 
if the State commatJd('Crs the whole of the 
meat .supply of the State it must injure the 
producer. It n1U3t injure our credit over­
seas. for the 2in1plc reason that the prices 
obtained for our cattle in Queensland are 
regulated bv the market price which we 
recei vc for frozen bPcf overseas. If there is 
no export of n1ca.t overseas, then there is a 
decline in the price of cattle on the hoof. 

Mr. \VniTFOHD: \Vhat pl'OYents thorn from 
cxporhng '? 

llo;;-. J. G. A PPEL: Before we place thi.s 
sum of money in the hands of the TrPasuror, 
we want to know if he intends to conti nuB to 
deal with unforeseen expenditure and expend 
largf~ <..:tl:!l..; of rnoncy befol'o they have beon 
app1·oved b,· this Committee. Certainly, the 
Stah• W<l'' nnt pa~·jng the value of thn bC'Pf 
to th<' prodncel'. r! 1 hi~ StatP -..yas not rcceiY­
ing the , arne yaiue that the produc(~rs iu 
the ~\ rgcntin<' and Cann.da vverc rPcciving. 
ThP hoP. gontJonHHl \Yho controls the finances 
Df t1lP knO\\-~ quite w-ell \Yhat it rnoans 
to the of Quocmlancl to 
d< "l' !hilt and it behoves the 
Df the to nHtk<~ fnll inquiry hofore 

upproprjat.ion. VYc should 
it is to do ,,·ith the 

\YC· agr-<.'C' to jt. 
1 would like to kPO\V \\·hcther it 

the Gov-Pnnncnt Saving·, 
·which we arc asked 

evening-. \Yo find from 
repm:t that the sum of 

been placed to the 

Treasury, and if it were not for that 
£1 COO,OOO b,,ing placed there, thoro would be 
a ddicit. Is it proposed to obtain a further 
credit frorn the Govcrnrncnt Savings Bank 'l 
Thi.s is what the Aurlitor~Gencral says on 
pag,, 16 in reference to the cash balances-

'1 To arrive at this balance, allo,vance 
has been made for the deposit of 
£1,000.000 placed at call with the Tre:t­
~Ul'('l' bv the Con1111issioner, Queensland 
Govcrnffient S[l.vings Bank; 'vere this 
an1ount cxcJuclcd, the aggT('gatc cash 
balance wonlrl show a debit of £46,938 
Os. 4d." 

The Trca'urcr may smile. lie may seem 
hr·ppy. He may 1iot be alarmed, but it. is 
<lll alarming state of affairs "-hen we reahse 
that the Treasurer and the Secretar) for 
Railways ,,.rrote an essay or a treatise upon 
ftnancc. 

The SECRE'rAHY FOR RAILWAYS: You ought 
to read it. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I have been reading 
it. I notice that the hon. gentlemen urge 
people to tm~vel on a financial road which 
the hon. gentlemen who wrote it do not travel 
upon themselves. That is the conclu,ion I 
have come to. On ftnother occasion, when the 
discussion may be broadened, l hope to quote 
a few extracts from that treatise which will 
be of wnsiderable int<>rest so far as finanical 
matters arc concerned, according to the 
theory of hon. gentlemen opposite who now 
conduct the affairs of the State. 

The bell indicated that the hon. member's 
time had expired. 

The PREMIER : I listened very carefully 
this evenino- to the speeches made by loading 
nH'lllbers ;f the Opposition regarding the 
public finauces. The loader of the Opposition 
seems most concerned because I did not make 
a. statement outlining the position so far as 
the finance-, am concerned. I might point 
out that there is no desire on the part of 
the GoYornmont to suppress information 
relating- to the public finances, nor ·has there 
been any attC'mpt made to pr~vcnt h<_Jn. 
members from getting hold of mformatwn 
that i.; available from time to t1me and 
should 1~ in their possession if they were 
sufficiently interested to inform themselves 
"s to the exact state either of the Loau Fund, 
Revenue Fund, Trust Fund, or any other of 
the public balances. Hon. members oppos1te 
seem to adopt the view that this Govcrn­
nwnt is deliberately bnrking an exan1ination 
bv members here 'of the financial position. 
']-;here is nothing to justify such an accusa­
tioP. 

Hon. IV. II. BARNES: vVe are waiting for 
sotne ir;forn1ation, all the s<:une. 

The PRE.:\IIER: The Government has 
ea rricd out its obligation in regard to nla.k­
lncc nnl ilable all the information relating to 

n pul)]ic account::;. I want to call the atten­
of JIH'rnbcr: to this fact: J.i.:vcr~v rnonth 

r( turns are is"ucd. They are issaed, 
for tho of members, but for the 
nuhlic They show in almost 

&.tail the expenditure in the various 
d{ purtmcnh~ aud the rt'vcnno rc-cciYcd on the 
Yal·iou.~ fl{:C()unt 

J\Ti'. J\LIC.\!<TXEY: They show the totals. 

years. 
Mr. 

n1oney 
way. 

'l'hey show tho totals, 
give a con~parison with previous 

: Thcv do not E:ty what the 
expended on" except in a general 

Hon. E. G. Theodorr.] 
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The l'RE:\HER: It may not be in as 
detailed a way a.s hon. members desire. I 
do not kno'\V that bon. n1mnbcrs \Yant cvcrv 
1njnntc detail of expenditure under everY 
heading. That infonnntion has never bonY-t 
given befor~~, alld it \Yill b8 n1ost incon\'cnient 
tn give it every month, while it \vould be of 
no usn t~) hon. mernbers if it '\Vero so given. 
Infol'rnation 1s 1nade aYailable and it is 
sunplicd to the Prc>ss, notwithstandinfi the 
charge of hon. rnernbers opposite that '\:Ve arc 
attcrnptjng· to cut out somothjng or other. 
The rrrl'a~nrv r{·turns arc 1nade ava-ilable 
Inonth]y, and Pvcry quarter a comparative 
statenwnt of th" pub] io accounts is made 
rrntilable to the public through the 
"Ga.zctte." It is also available to every 
DlC'mber of thi~~ House who is Euffiriontly 
intcro2tod to peruse it. These quarterly 
statctnents are most complete. '.f1hcy arc .also 
supplied to the Press. They arc eo complete 
that I suppo;e thPv make reference to prac­
tically every vote that is operated on in the 
various dcpartm<mts. They show the receipts 
and expenditure under the Consolidated 
Revenue Fund, and they make comparisons 
with tho correspondini? quarter of the pre­
VIOUS year. It shows a complete analysis o± 
the Tru-t Fund expenditure and of the Loan 
Fund expenditure, and gives full details of 
the public balances. \Vhat more information 
can hon. members want than that? 

Mr. VOWLES: Has it been issued up to 
date'? 

The PREMIER: Yes. It was made avail­
able to members, and published m the 
"Gazette" of the 31st October. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: It is a month late. 
Don't forget that. 

The P:REMIER: What is the hon. gentle­
n;.an trymg to get at. Hon. members oppo­
Site say that the informrrtion is not available, 
and I say it is, if hon. members know where 
to look fur it. That seems to be the chief 
difficulty with hon. momberB on that side 
in regard to the financing of th" public 
accounts for the last financial year. Hon. 
members say that they have had no oppor­
tunity of understanding the position, but 
th€ Auditor-General's report has been in their 
hands for weeks past. In that report mem­
bers will find that the Auditor-G<meral has 
examined the accounts 'to the minutest detail. 
Hon. members .<ay that tho Government sup­
press information. If this Government had 
denied to the Auditor-General the statement 
which has to be made under the Audit Ads. 
the Tr,;asur·or's strrtoment disclosing the b·ans­
actions on the various accounts; if they said 
we had denied that to the Auditor-General 
or would not gi vc him access to the accounts 
of tho Governm0nt, th0n there nt1ght be 
son1ething in th0ir charge. But anyone can 
see that that information was not denied to 
the "\nditor-Genoral, as it is all included in 
his report. That report has been in the hands 
of members om·lier this year them it has 
been in the hands of members for some time 
past. With regard to the charg<; that tho 
Estimates ar,e delayed, and tho aJlegations 
of hon. tnmnbors that there is son10thing 
b<'hind it. I can sa,v that thor·e is nothing in 
the charge at ail. As cc matter of faet, 
although it is late in the session comnared 
with the .datn on which I have had the 
honour of making· the Financial Statement 
in pretrious years, it is not latf•r in the 
session thrrn the Treasurers of previous 
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Liberal ad1ninistrations deJiy,:;rod their 
Financial Statements. 

}1 r. SrzEn: \Yo are going to adjourn: 
though. 

The PREMIER : Th<.' hon. mrmbrr is to 
be congrntulatoJ if he is goint; to adjourn. 
(Laughter.) The delay of the Estimates 
doe~ uot pn~Yont a COIH}n·c]tonsion of the 
<Situation so far as the public finances are 
concerned, nor doe., it pl'OYont a discussion 
of them h{n·c if hon. membe1·s want to expose 
an~·thing. It doe:-; not proyent a co1nploto 
unde1 taEdiug of iho \,~hole situation so far 
a.s the finances a re concerned. I may ~ay 
that tlw Estimates only ,;·i ne members the 
anticipat{'{l expenditure fo1· the current year. 

:\h. M.\C\HTNEY: That is the opportunity 
I.YP "'Want. It giYcs us the opportunity to ask 
qUt'stior.s. 

The PREi\TIER: You will not bo denied 
that opportunity. Before the ,;ossion doses 
full opportunity will be ginen, not only to 
peruse th, Estimates, but to ·discuss every 
Jcpartn1ont. 

l\Ir. MAcARTNEY: :\fat before the Federal 
elections, and not until the by-elections are 
OYCr. 

The PREMIER: The hon. gentleman's 
complaint is that the Estimates arc a little 
Into thi·· year. T .. he hon. gentleman knows 
that in previous years the Financial State­
ment has been delayed until very late in the 
year, and eO far as the date is concerned 
it is only a few days later this year as com­
parc'cl with the date when the Estimates 
wer·r made available under the previous 
regime. 

:\h. ::VIACARTXEY: You cannot minimise it 
like that. 

i\Ir. VOWLES: How do you make provision 
for thrrt extra £700,000? 

The PREMIER: Pro.-ision will hne to 
be made for it. 

::1:Ir. Vo·wLES: How are you going to do it? 
r:Chat is what we "' ant to kno"\v, IIow are 
you going to h~YY taxation? 

Tho PREMIER: \Ylwtc,-cr means arc 
resort::! to will have tu reccine the approval 
of Parliament. Hou gentlcn1cn <an not com­
pla.in about that. It does not htko away the 
1H!Cl1 ::.:Rity for parliamentary u.pproval, "\VlH-~qwr 
the TrLasurc~r irnposes fre.c;h incorne taxation 
or land taxation. 

l\Ir. VO\YLES: It "·ill he retrospective all 
the same. 

Th" PREMIER : The deputy loader of the 
Oppr:sition Jnadc a great con1plaint about 
thP increasing- C'\:pcnditur·t', and, in referring 
to the finances) ~aid that the expenditure was 
111illions more than it \\HS a fe1 yL-ars ago. 
Xo 0110 can deny that the. cxp(~nditure is 
e1o: e, but it is utterly irnpossiblc to keep the 
nxpr:tcliturr to the same levP] which "Xi&ted 
in 1905 or 1910 or any previous year. for the 
reason that the cost of th.; 3erviccs has 
iulln('n_snraLly incrc;_u::.,:d. \Vag0s have gone 
up . .and tlw eost of materirrls used in tho 
Yarious departlnciJts has also gone up. Do 
hon. n1Cn1bcrs opposite Llan1c us for that? 

Cdr. \T O\VLES: 
revenue you arc 

at llo\v rnuch n1ore 
' 

The PRE::VliER: Are we to be condemned 
becalF·C costs are increasing? Do hon. gentle­
men say that we >hould deny increaeed 
wages? \Ve have had to pay 3s. a ton extra 
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'for our coal which the Commonwealth ordered 
us to pay. 

llh. Jcr.l'HI~STOXE: Which you did not pay. 
The I'HE:'.liER: \Yhich we did pay. That 

nu se) au 111tcrcstillg- llOlllt, seeing that hon. 
to basD their con­

on that scort.:. 
cxpenditun~ evol'yvvhere. 

end ea vourecl on every 
lwnd to kcPlJ down expenditure, but 

Cm1ll110l1\V·ealth Goverrnnent, which ho11. 
HlCinbers opposite 6lll1port <1nd Upologisc fo1· 
P\~Pry day, cm ne out a couple of months ago 
'x;th order increasing the pricP 
or per to11. The Queensland 
Gt?YPrnnlcnt '' Pre asked to pay the increased 
pncc, but v-c arc not paying it to-day. 

IH_r. R_LPIIlXSTOXE: You just said you were 
pay1ng 1t. 

The I'RK\iiER: I said that we were pay­
Jng the 3~. a ton Increase. This is the set ond 
lime that thf>; Cotnn1onwcalth Govcrnn1ent 
ha Ye increased the pricP. Th · memories of 
hon. lllCIHbers are very short if they cannot 
remember that this is the second time the 
Comrnon\\ calth G·ov.crntnent have increased 
the price. So far as the second increase is 
coucemcd. which they ordered us to pay, it 
would ha Ye cost the State oYer £80,000 a 
year extra in fuel for the Railway Depart­
ment. Yet the hon. members blame this 

Government because the oxpendi­
[7.30 p.m.] hue is increasing year by year. 

. \ro we to run the engineo by 
some nnraculous scheme without fuel? 'I'hat 
is one item. and th0 examples could be multi­
plied a hundredfold. With regard to gas: 
Tho t1ublrc departments are large users of 
gas. and notwithstanding that a referee wa.s 
apr.JOintc,d for the purpose of examining the 
darms of consumers for reductions, and for 
the · vurpose of going into the question of 
price. the Commonwealth Government with­
-out waiting for the referee's d~cislon 
arbitrarily increased the charge that has t~ 
be paid by the G oYornmt!nt as well as other 
{ JllSU!TH~r~. 

An OPPOSITION :l\1E}!BER: \Vhat ·does it run 
into? 

The PREMIER: It dou not matter what 
it nms into; it illuotrates clearlv firstlv that 
the~·e is an incvitabl(: increa•,,o ~i~1 pric~.', and 
SI!Condl:v, thut the Con1n1on,vcaJth Govcrn-

al·c prepan;d to interf0re in order to 
tlw profiteers an extra profit. 

Con:r:omxT =11E~lDEHS: Hear, hear! 

The ]JHR:\1IER: 1 do not know whether 
the l1on. illClnber think>S this is 1ncre eh~c­
tion· Pring stuff, but let n10 rcrnind hirn 
rha1 the 3s. a ton i11creaso in the pric€~ of 
coal supposed to be snfficiont to enable 
thn to 1neet the increased ·wages 
u1;.der n ward. but tho incrc<'.scd y, U§!'c::; 
an<nnrJtcd £390.000 a Y('Hr and tho 
iwrcaoc·d of coai £1..350~000. The hon. 
nJcmlwr Dnlby mCJ·ic ·a rather slighting 

to the St<.ttc Hotel at Babinda 
hi:-- own conC'lusions abcut profiteo/ 

ju ent0rpri~c:, and said if he hacl 
thP mo ttr-r in h.nnd he could ha Ye sho·wn 
c uothcr £5.000 profit. 

illr. VoWLES: In the neighbourhood of 
£5,000. 

Thn l'RIO:::\ITEH: So could this Govern­
ment hnn• r1onc that, and it is clt- arlv s.hown 
by tho CDnlrnissioner for State EntE'rpriscs' 
report. 'Yhich illustrates that we coul-d casilv 
have sho·.n1 an extra £2,448 profit. This is 
what he said-

" I <:Ostimato the saYing to the pnblic, 

Dn rnoal5 and accmnn1odation, n.. nurn-
rn urn of £1)200, on the ba"is other 
dining-roorn tariffs <-H0 2s. 6d. per v•.-eek 
in cxcc>::is of ours--·-although tho ex-cess in 
the Inajority of IYould be a goui 
<lcul lHOl'D. The to the public owing 
to the rC'cluceJ charged in the bar~ 
as compared other lh)tcl.:s in the dis· 
trict, I estimate at £1.2~3." 

It is, thcreforiJ, 
statement that 
to the low rates 
at least os folle\'.'S :--

the 1nanao·cr's 
benefited. o~·ina 
the State Ilotc~C 

£ 
On 111( als and ficron11nodation 
On bar trade 

. £1,200 
1,248 

£2,448 

If wo only adopted the principles adY<Jcatcd 
by hon. n~en1hcrs on that sido7 \YC could have 
added that to our profits, thns using State 
(•nterprises for profitcering purposes. The 
hon. rncm bcr for Bulirnba made a nurnbcr of 
statcrncnts \Yhich I should like to traverse. 
He made a certain c11lculation with regard 
to the pre,ont position of the Loan Fund, 
which disclose-d a complete lack of know­
led""e of t,\Je sitnation and a misuse of the 
dat':;. at his di,posa l. If I followed him 
correctlY. he stated that the Loan Fund was 
in cred;t only about £150,000 at the present 
tirne. 

Hon. V\T. H. DAR};ES : I said according to 
'the f<g·ures which I had. 

The PREMIER : According to your own 
figures. This is the position with regard to 
the Loan Fund: The cash balance drscloscd 
in October was £368.693, which is more than 
double what the hon. member gave us crc~l!t 
for; but thoro is this whi<:Oh he did not take 
into account-a balonce duo to the State 
under an Q rrrecrnent 1vith the Co1nn1onwealth. 
and \Yhich 

0

WO arc 110\Y Dntitled to· draw, of 
£690.000. 

Hon. \V. I-I. Bc\R~ES: I asked you a ques­
tion about that? 

TLe PRRYI tER : And I answered it 
corredlv. That monev is available and can 
be drn1;n upon a· reqllired. T,hen there .are 
moneYs due bv the Com1nonwcalth on accounc 
of lo.ar ,, to 'the State. for expenditure on 
soldiers' settlement. which also can be drawn 
as rcqnircd. rrmonnting to £240.190 •. :o that 
there is ayaile.blc under the Loan Fund at 
pru.;cnt. or as rrcquired, £1,298.000. 

::\ir. BEBBIN'GTOX: Surely you are not going 
to ne·' the soldiers' funds ! 

ThP PREMIER: Let me dc1l with one 
quostion nt a tin1e. Ilon. 1ncmbers opposite 
f:i. ',~m to be- uncornfortahlc because -we have 
i:G r1t•fray ("~prnditurc on soldiel'. ~ctt1einf'nts 
out of our ovvn full:d. In ad.dltlon ro the 
amnnnt actually at credit, and immediately 
avnilD blc, \YC cxpcciJ during this financial 
\C' ll' to rr0t hY \Y of ItS £230,000 
'ap~noxin~atc1y', thcr~ _ of debP;n-
tureM over thE count(•r y-111. reahse 
another £50.000 nntil June ll'·xt, and the 
Comnlml\Y£'<1 ith has offe:rccl to rnako avnila.bh: 
for cxpcnC:ituro on local mthority wor)cd 
£~14 000. mukiu,., a total of ox)wctcd cred1tr: 
to tl{e Loan F1•;';d of £694.000, wi1ich brings 
tho e:rand totul up to £1.992.882. It will be 
c,eon:' thcrcfm·P. that tho position is not 
1H'ar1s- so dcplm·ablc as the hon. I?-mn~er 
hopcd for. or. anv rate. stated. I not1c<> 
also that· the - member is constantly 
referring to this matter. He seems to think 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.J 
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it moet deplora.hle if the Loan Fnnd is not 
in credit to the extent of £1.500.000. I have 
heard hin1 on niOl'C tlwn 0110 occasion quote' 
the state of the Loan Fund during his own 
occupancy as Treasurer. Rut it \vcnld be u. 
had policy to keep huge sun1s of loau mollc: 
unorupluyed. Our Governrncnt so rE:'gnlates 
things that the Loan FLmd is rc 1>lcnishecl 
fron1 tirne to tin1o, -which is Letter thau 
J1.1ving a largo ~u1n available on '\vhirh we 
would be paying 5~ per .cc,nt. to 6 per cent. 
intercot a.p·d on which lYe would be onlv 
getting 1~d. per cent. from the Queensland 
l\ational Bank. 

Hon. vY. H. BARXES: Do YOU 1't'l11Cllllwr 
when ,.0 turned down the £2.000.000 Com· 
monwcalth loan. how you upbraided U• for 
not having acrept0d it? 

The T'l{EMLi<:R: B<•r-nLH' vou had 
eventuu lly to go cap in hand tu l\tfr. Fisher. 
The bun. I!lCtnber also 1na.du an assertion 
which \Hts not "ccurate. and that \HiS that 
during our occupancy of office \VB have only 
had one surplus, \vhit 1

·1 appliul to only one 
rnonth in the ·vear. But "\Ye had t-\VO sur­
pluses--one in "the first financial year, anti 
when I rcmill{lcd him of that---

Hon. W. H. BARNEE: What does the 
Auditor·Gencral '"Y' 

The PREMIER : I will tell you. if you 
will wait. \V e also had a surplus in the next 
financial year, and whBn I ren1inded him he 
said, " vVhat did you do with the accounts?., 
What we did was this: vVc hrought the 
accounts down to a reasonable and sane 
method of handling. and departed from the 
"crank'" methods adopted by the hem. member. 
Let me explain what he used to do-l admit 
he was not the author of it; the scheme was 
started under the Kidston Administration, 
when. I think, Mr. Hawthorn was Treasurer. 
In one particular year there was a likelihood 
of a very large• surplus which, if the Govern­
ment disclosed. they wouJ.d have to pay into 
the Public Debt Reduction Fnnd. and would 
lose the use of it for revenue purposes. They 
transferred portion to Trust Funds. and usE'd 
the· rest of it sending wires to every public 
officer who op0rated cash credit in the 
country. asking them the amount of cash 
expenditure which had been incurre·d to date. 
and they brought that amount down and 
included it in the expenditure for that ye·ar 
~a grossly improper thi11g, and ono ·which 
was condemned by the Auditor·General of 
that day, as will be seen in his rr'port. Not 
only was that offence against reasonable. 
sane. and honc::·:t dealings committed on that 
occasion. but the hon. member pursued it 
year after year. On the first opportunity we 
had we laid it down that no exp0ndituro 
would be· brought into the vear except that 
for which the acquitted vo11chers reached the 
Treasury, because, until then we had no 
official knowledge and no official document 
to show that tho expenditure had bec·n 
incurred. 

Hon. W. H. B.\RXES: And notwithstanding 
that--

The PRKMIER: We had a smplus of 
£34.000 that year. The hon. member made 
further wild char;.\·cs, and tlH' hrm. memb0r 
for Dalby, by his interje·ction just now. 1vas 
apparently donbtful of my reply. The hon. 
gentleman referred to the S'tc"te publie bal· 
ancE'. and this is not the first occasion he 
has dmH• so; ho h.as acC'usPd us of being so 
carclc·ss that our funds are in a parlous con­
dition. and tried to show that with £1.000,000 
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on deposit at the Savings Bank at call, it 
is an unsatisfactory piece of business, and 
that nothing happpned in his time to com­
pare with it. I want to call attention to 
the real fact applicable to the time when 
ho was Treasurer. Take the year ending 
30th J uno. 1912. They had the use of 
Sa \~ings Bank funds just as IllnC'h as if th( .v 
were on deposit at call-exactly the same 
thing. It had to be returned to the bank; 
it was not invcstPd in Government securities, 
but for all practical purposes it was on 
deposit at call. and they had £2,408,518. 
and the current account at tho Queensland 
="iational Bank was only £951.646. Deduct­
in~ that from t'le amount at the Savings 
n,;:'nk. what "a., the position? I say. if 
there is any parlou.· position now, the· posi­
tion then was certainly a parlous ono. In 1913 
Utcy hurl £2.640,436 Savings Bank HJOney. 
and the amount at credit to current account 
in the Queensland National Bank was 
£1.404.251. And if that was deducted it 
would leave a considerable overdraft. In 
1914 thcv had £3,069.827, and at current 
account 'in the Queensland National Bank 
£982.083. vVas that moncv not at call, if 
the Savings Bank wanted it. in those years? 
Was the position then any different from 
what it is now in that respect? Not the­
slightest, and I defy the hon. member to 
show any difference. 

Tho hon. member for .._A_._lbcTt, 11r. r'\ppel, 
called attention to the higher expenditure, 
and se·emed to be under the impression that 
I misled him on the last occasion the Appro­
priation Bill was before the Chamber. but 
that was not so. He a·"ked whether the· 
moneys to be appropriated could be expended' 
on tlw basis of the Estimates of the previou& 
year. and I answered in the affirmative. 
That is the usual practice-to make · the 
money available on the basis of the old 
year's Estimates until the new year's Esti­
mates havo been approved by Parliament. 
It doe; not mean that we can keep the· 
expenditure down to the previous year, 
because nc'\v awar.ds aro made which have 
to be· observed. I do not know whether I 
could deduce from his argument that Wf" 

should not pay the new awards until the 
Estimates arl' passed-that would bE' very 
unfair to the public servants. The hon. member 
went through the Treasury returns as published 
in the newspapers, and showed the increase­
department by department. and apparently 
disappron•d of it. The only pocsible way \YO 

could keep money down to last year's expen­
diture until the Estimates were passed would 
be to deny to the public servants theo increases 
they got under the award. and to decline to 
pay increased price for coal 01~ any other 
increased prices. JYfembers can see· that is 
impossible. and the statement I made is 
quite accnrate. It does not mean that we 
can kcPp f'xpenditurc down to the exact 
amount of the prm·ious year. The hon. mem­
hN for Albert also spoke about the unfore­
scf'n Pxpenditure, and he sc•cmed to think 
that this GoYernmcnt have been responsible 
fo:· a wild org-y of C'xpeuditure front the 
u~•fore:::.·-~n expenditure YOtt·~, and that 'VG 
ought to be conclcmned, and that we have 
set a pr:wtico which is Yery undesirable, 

Hon. \V. H. BARXES: Does not the Auditor­
General say ::-o? 

The PREYIIER: The Auditor-General 
m0ntionB tho matter, and I have no objection 
to rofcr to the A uclitor-General's report on 
it. The hem. member himself, when he wae 
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~Treasurer, expended more money in connec­
tion with unforeseen expenditure than this 
GoYf'l'nrnent has expended. I want to point 
this out in regard to the expenditure from 
Loan Fund. that that is a fund t.hat neces­
~arily in difficult times has to be drawn upon 
to defny unforeseen expenditure, and unless 
we rcscn-t0d to that practice it would lead to 
g1·l- ~t hanl::.hip. Take the c.1se of the unonl­
ploymont oarh in the year. \Ve could ercsilv 
have kept d;wn to the appropriation by 
refuoing to start public works, hut that would 
11ot hasc relieved the uuentplo;:ed situation. 
l do Hot know whL'thor hon. rncmbers would 
a<hocate that. That would be a most in­
human policy. Here was an opportunity of 
hurrying up public works-public works that 
'had heen apprm-ed by rarliament-various 
,-ailwa.rs or local authority expenditure 
already ratlfied and approved of-we had the 
opportunity of exceeding tho Parliarnontary 
,-ote and thus creating employment. Does 
any hou, member suggc1st that we should not 
have ]JLU'Sl>"d that cours''? That has been 
entirely responsible for the unforeseen expen­
dlturfl from Loan Fund. vYith regard to 
'Trust Funds. the explanation is that when 
the appropriation was settled last year it 
could not be fore,een what stations it would 
bn necessary to pnrchaw during thfl course 
of the year, l'arliamcnt:lry sanction has to 
be sought on all those items. But the main 
thing is the unforeseen expeuditurQ is from 
,Conso!Jdatcd Revenue Fund_ Evervone will 
admit that dw Consolidated 'Revenue 
Ac<~ount has a very direct bearing upon what 
thc taxpayc•rs of the State would be called 
upon to do, and if there was any reckless 
0xpcnditure during thn year frorr~ Consoli­
<htAd R<•venue Account, then the taxpayer 
would have to make it up, so that unforeseen 
expenditure from consolidated revenue is the 
really serious thing. During the year we 
have had to pay anything up to '£100,000 
lwyond what \vas appropriated, because 
of the influenza epidemic_ Could anyone 
han' evaLkd that expendrtnro, except at the 
CXJWL>e of those who suffered from that 
epidemic'! Th<'n distress caused bv indus­
trial dislocation, drought, and variotlS other 
thmgo necessitated the expenditure of relief 
funds_ That could have been saYed if we 
turne-d tho pe•ople adrift to stan~e on the 
strc•<'ts. Ont of tho Consolidated Revenue 
Fund we had to expend, in addition to the 
amount appropriated, a sum of £327,791, 
but the hon. member for Bulimba, in his 
last year of office, exceeded his appropria­
tion from consolidated revenue to the extent 
of £438.400, and yet hon. members on the 
other side have the cool effronterv to accuse 
this Government of denying Par!'iament the 
control of expenditure. and bv reckless ex­
penditun;. without regard to .any authority, 
of creating a very undesirable position, 
although a ::\! ationalist Government was 
responsi hle for a greater unforeseen expen­
-diture from Consolidated Revenue Fund than 
this Government has llYOr been guilh oL 

Hon. vV. H. Ihm!ES: You have not quoted 
the Auditor-General's report. 

The PREMIER: I have just quoted that 
in 1914~15 the unforeseen expenditure from 
coJlBolidated revenue was £438 461; in a 
previous year it was £314,243, 'and in the 
following year £284,021, under the hon. 
gcntlen1an's rcgin1c. 

Hon. \V. H. J3ARNES : Quote page 6, 

The PREMIER : Do yon deny the figures 
that I have quoted? The figures that I have 

quoted are the figures that apply in this 
case, The Conoolidatcd Revenue Fund was 
called upon last year for unforeseen expendi­
ture to the extent of £327,791, and £100 000 
of that IYas on a.ccount of the influc'nza 
epidc1nic. 

Hon. W. H. B,\RNES: Do you deny that 
the £621,000--

Thc PRE2\1IER : The hon. gentleman 
apparently does not like attention being 
called to this matter. I am quoting the 
unforeseen expenditure from consolidated 
revenue, and showing that the hon. member 
\Vas guilty of \\·ild, reckless unforeseen ex­
penditure, becau;;e in the last year of his 
regime it cannot he said that contingencies 
arose that warranted the expenditure of 
hundr·ods of thousands of pounds. The infl u­
enza epidemic cost £100,000 last year, relief 
cost £30,000 to £40.000; and there were other 
incidental expenses. The price of coal in­
crea~ecl, a11d con~cssions to returned soldiPrs 
to whom we granted fre~ passes over the r~il~ 
ways during the period of their final leave, 
cost this Government during the last montl:! 
£32,000 in one sum, and that was unfore­
seen, because it was not appropriated. 

l\Ir, VOWLES: It iB only a book entry. 

The PREMIER : It appears in unforeseen 
expenditure. 

Mr. VOWLES: But you never spent a penr:y 
of it_ 

The PREMIER: If that ie so then the 
exact expenditure in connection' with thf1 
unforeseen expenditure is loss than appears 
here, 

Mr. BEBBINGTO": Does that show in ymrt 
railway revenue? 

The PRE:YliEH: It is s,hown in the railway 
r<:venue, but rt JS ehown m unforeseen expon· 
d.rture als~. Her~e is an extraordinary finan­
cral doetrme bemg promulgated. Because 
the Government issue theee passes it is saic 
they are no cost to the Government. Does 
not the Government have to provi-de trains'! 
Do not the men travel on the ordinary rail­
ways the same as ordinary passengers? You 
nu.ght sa,Y every passon!:'er tra Yelling on the 
rarlway rs _only a qucsbon of a book entry. 
Of course, rt rs only a hook entry, but facili­
hes have to be provided and, as a matter 
of fact, the Railway Department makes a 
concession to t_he Chic£ Secretary's depart­
ment upon all the tickets i' sued. They do 
not charge the full fare, so that thn £32 000 
that the Chief Secretary's department had 
to pay, or something approximate, repre­
sents, not the full value that would be 
ch~rged to ordinary paesengers, but some­
thmg cons1dr:;rably less Js charged to unfore­
seen cxpend1ture. Take from the unfore­
seen expenditure the £32,000 in connection 
WIth the returned soldiers, £100 000 for the 
influen7,.a epidemic, and £30,000' or £40,000 
for rehd, and the unforeseen expenditure 
vote dwmdles to a very small amount com­
pared to the £438,000 odd S]Wnt by the hon. 
gentleman's Government. I think it can be 
conceded that there is nothing in the c.harges 
made by hon. members nothing that the 
GoYcrnn1ont noed 1vorry 'a bout at any rate, 
because all of them are very ea'·y of refuta­
tion. As far as the financial position is 
concerned, the figures arc available to mem­
bers who have sufficient interest and suffi­
cient .-;nergy to look them up, and so far as 
the Est1mates are concerned Parliament 
cannot be denied, and will not be denied, an 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.] 



!902 Supply. [ ASSE:\IBL Y.] Supply. 

opportunity of not only perusing t.he Esti­
mutDS, but of examining every item, and 
the full seventeen days. if necessary, will be 
allowed tor their discussion. 

l\Ir. ELPHT:'-iSTO:\E (Oxlcy): I am one 
of tho~t' ,, ho wi~h to lodge an ob.ieDtion 
ag;aimt this aprropriation of £2.250.000 with­
out recc'iving frorD tl18 Treasurer a full 
statement '" to the position. \Vhat he has 
ju~t f:aid, is quite correct-that IYO hnvo 
fone lllOlltlls.' i15(ures fron1 the Trensury 
lwfoL·c '" :tt tlw present moment, but he 
111n.--:r kno\v that tho~C' figure~ are merely 
f'lliTHnari:3t'd figurC'f"l. r_l_lhcy do not giYO the 
df'tails to \\hi en c COIJsich~r \Ye are outitlPd, 
and tlwy do not pcrn~it tu to en~~Qge in the 
criticistn \:hich jg highly necc','<tn' in con-
;;:idcrin,!.t of such \·ast importance. 
YFhat is ·it oc·cu::Jions us this concern at 
the prest>11t n1nnH~nt? \V 0 have to con, id er 
that up to the end of tlw la t finaucia! ;·ear 
this Covt'l'lln1cnt ht1s en ioyE:d a revenue of 
£2.250.000 0\'Pr thot d "it~ prcdc~cs,ors; it 
has engaged in direct taxation to the extant 
of £1.~65.000 n.o>·c than its predecessors; it 
still. iJc spite of that, shows a deficit of 
£800.COO on the four vears. It has increased 

24.4 p0i· cont .. anrl its expcndi­
per cent. That is up to the 

-.;;;·C'::HR for \Yhich '\Ye have coin~ 
pl{'tC' figure'-.· Lc-:t us stud:v tho po:::ition dis~ 
closed by the figure::; for thQ last four 
nwllth ; in the fu·st place. t.tw rt'Yenue for the 
month of October totalled £815,000, still an 
inercno of £161.000 OYel' tho Sftme month 
of lwt year. :\ow, tako the four months' 
iig-u !'C'S up to tlw 31st Oc·tober. \Ye find that 
the rc'YCllUC' for the four months \vas 
23.199.000, a.n incrcaw of £248.000, whilst 
thl! exp0nrliturc~ fur the sarno period \Vas 
£3.009.0C:O, an increa'e of £311,000. So that, 
ahhcugh the increasr_~ in revenue was 
£248.000. ·,.c still have got an increase in 
i'Xpcncliture of £311,000, sho11ing- that the 
drift of exncnditnrc o\·cr revouuo is still 
continuing. "and that is the matter ,,-hich 
is occL::;;oning us gre<zt conN'rn on this side 
Df tht' ]-l_cu.-·•P. The dcput~r leader of tlw 
Oppc .. itiun has really put the position quite 
rlt>a.rly wht•n he said that tbc deferring of the 
ilnancial ~trrtE.Tnent nntil Janurtrv next means 
that the trn:payers of Queensland .arc being 
kept in a state of su'"'pcn~c for much longer 
than i,; re 1sonablc before they ascertain what 
lDC>thod the Tr('a,~urc~r n1eans t.o adopt to 
Jnakf' np thn nccurnulatcd ddlciencv \Yhich 
has got to he fncecl sooner or later. - As has 
been pointed out, the deficiency will certainly 
not be less than £700,000. \Ve have already 
shown that we have £1.865.000 additional 
direct taxation on the backs of the people, 
and thoro is another £700.000 to come from 
ROillDIVhPl'n. rrh-A C0l11ffi0l'CiaJ COillffiUlljty 

know that this has got to be facod, and they 
have to be bled to make up the deficiencv. 
It is most unreasonable to keep the bu .... ine:ss 
people of Queensland in smpcnso just at 
t il c ,v1ll Df Hw Treasurer, a.nd on account of 
his desire to take part in Federal elections, 
>Yiic>n thor,, an' greater issu0::;: nt stake in 
Qu0cn•.la1Jd. It is unrf'a~ouablc and unfair 
to kr·tep them in a state of mopense rather 
than tell Hwm cxactlv what thcv have to fa.ce 
in the• m(ltt-::r of n1Rkjng up this drficiency. 
The' Treasurer has referred to the matter of 
£100,000 which he claims \Ya., the surplu,, 
in the EC'-.·ond year of the present Govern­
ment's re'>;ime. He has put fonyard the 
doctrine ti;at unless there are acba] Youchers 
ln the; posse",::;ion of the rrreasury on 30th 
June. that the Government is not entitled, 

[Hon. H. G. Theodore. 

a.nd is not cxpcrtcd, to take into considera·­
tion the expenditure represented thereby. 

The l'RE1l!Ell: It is not the practice. 

l\Ir. ELPl!:T:\STO:'\E: I do not care; 
whether it is tlu~ practice or not; it is a 
111o~t unsound 0110. If vou call in an auditor 
to andit the ncconnts 'of any business con­
cam having branch0s throughout Queensland, 
his one lmsinc,·; is to se>c that the expenditure 
1\·hich is in-·urred in thP Vl'nr under revic\v 
sholl be properlY vouche~l fer. ancl iu thi· 
p:1rticular instance it Incans that that expen~ 
ditnrc \Vas incurred in tho actual YCtu· in 
which the Trea'·Urt'J' clnin1~ a ~urphis, and, 
thPruiorc, that £100,000 surplus was re&lly a, 
Illpth. 

.The PRECIITF.H: As a matter of fact, on the 
~arno date reYenucs were, no doubt, received 
into the country offices, and not taken iutc 
a "CUUllt. 

),lr. RLPI-II:'\STONE: That is merely a 
suprositlon. 

Tho PRE:\IIER: Every ra1l-wav station in 
the State \\'Ould have> r'ecuivod cash. 

1\lr. ELPHI0;STO:c\E: That shows loose 
rn,ethocb. In arriYing at the act,ual position 
at tlw end of the year, you should make 
proYi~·ion for that. 

Thn PRE.:\IIl::R : rrhc Treasury can onlv take 
iato account n1onc, actually rccenc~i and 
Youchcrs. u 

:'.Ir. ELPHINSTONE: You surolv are 
not advocating that that is the proper thing l 
Look at the loopholes such a sy.tom would 
ka ve in the hands of the Trc asurcr. Some 
lwayy expenditure might have been incurred 
dlll·ing the year, but tho vouchers not 
rwtually receiycd in the office. It is quite 
""Y to seo that under such .a practice such 
vouchers mav be delaved in their transit to 
thf\ Tr('u·~urY. ~ 

The PHE~IIER : The expenditure has to be 
takc•n into account the next year. 

:\11'. ELPHI:"JSTONE: You simply put off 
the evil chw. Your desire in altering the 
: 5 ~tcn1 ,,~as~ to sho\\~ a surplus during the, 
s._ cnnd ~-Par of office. 

The PllE)HER : It was a return to honest 
1iuance. 

1\lr. ELPIIIKSTONE: I am pointing out 
that this is not the true method of arriving 
at the financial position at the end of the 
year. It is deeply rooted in our . 1ninds 
that tlH~ Gon~rnnwnt have a desnt~ to 
keep back from the people of Queensland 
the proper state of affairs. \Vo are firmly 
conYinced, and nothing the hon. gentleman 
aid to·night has removed that conviction, 

that he has some set purpose in 
[8 p.m.] delaying the Financial Statement, 

bcc;n"e he, knows that lf the 
Financial Statement was before tho people of 
Quccmland to-day it would be very unsatis­
factory and un;;;aYoury reading for those ''Tho 
han' to foot the Lill. There is £700,000 
additional taxation to be leviccl. \Ve know 
that the expenditure, as di.,closcd by these 
fig·urcs for the four months, is still on the 
increase. It really means that Queensland is 
playing a 1no~t important part in the co1ning 
Federal dort.ions-Ryanitis. if I may call it 
,o, from which Qnecnsla,nd has been suffering 
Lor four years, js to be extended to the 
Federal arena. \Yhat we ha\'C been suffering 
frotll ]l('ro is to lw inocu!eted into the Com­
monwealth of Australia. We kno\Y that, like 
opinm. the earlier effects of this particular 
disease aro elusiYe. Thfl Labour Govern· 
1nent corncs in, and pron1ises this, that, and 



Supply. [5 NOVEMBER.] Supply. 1903 

the otlwr. and you have only to rc·1d the 
Federal mcnife>to to-dav to sec that the same 
disL'aso of Ryanitis-pro<rni~e CYcrythlng inde~ 
pendent of what it costs-is to be introduced 
into the Federal ;umw. Like opium. the 
afh'rn1ath L-; nwst trag-ical in its effect. and 
the: rc:::ult is n1o;o:;t dl~a-Strous. and thnt j~ tLe 
di:3ra-:-e \vhich Queensland is ~suffering- fr<nn at 
thr prc!':-cJJt tilltl'. \Ye have had fotti_; vear.':l of 
thjs ~:vaniti'--four ~Tear~_ of \V hat you t~nay call 
the fust effects of tl11s opmm--and now we a re 
beginning to suffer frorn its effects-the 
financf~s of thP State arc hecon1incr in.Yolvcd 
th~~ po~ition. is becoming threatening. iudu ' 
tn(;;:. ar(' bc1ng held up, and unornlJlovJYJ('llt 
is rife. The whole position is full o(c!is;,stcr. 
c~~1d :: cai __ l~E' that . c1isa_-.ter i~ goi11g io be 
d1:..:clos('d Jn the FnHlncial StatenH~ut \vhicJJ 
ought t~) be_ put b0forc thf! people of QtH'\ 11-l­

lanrl. t.JP 'tatemcnt is now being ddaYccl 
until tT UllU~ny. nnd. i.s going to be kept b~tck 
se that thn Hv~mbs can be inoculated in 
ihe Froclcral anma "-ithont the antidote which 
is shown in thf~ Financia1 Statement. The 
· !::ttornent has ber:n made b, tho ll .~der;3 of 
the Gon•rnment thcct (lu;•cn'sland has never 
lookl'd bdtcr. That is the crv "-hich is 
being used_ in the. Fe~cral arena to-day_: 
that financwl affans m Queensland were 
never l110H) prosplil'ous. \Vhat do \VC find? 
In 1915. there 'vas a surplus in sig·ht of. 
apiwox1matcly. £240.000. and a credit babnce 
to th0 Loan Fund of £2.000,000. The credit 
was ::q sound aud the position so solid that 
we werP abh• to rcfus0 and turn down the 
offer of the Commonwealth to as•;ist u.s with 
lcJan money. Qut>cnsland in that -clav was 
in a ve>ry happy position ftnancially: ~t \Yas 

sound and stable. so much so. that ;t hac! net 
to go cap-111-hand and Lorrow mmw,- in <.:llV 
dlr(!Ction. u ~ 

The PnnnER: You had to do the same as 
eycry other GovcrnnH~nt hac1~-tJ go cap-in­
hand anrl borrow monPy from the Jew. 

Mr. ELPHIKSTO:'\E: During the last 
four and a-half years the accumulated deficits 
amount to £u00.000. 

The~ PHEJIIER: That is very n1odcratc. 

::\lr. ELPHIKSTONE: Taxation has in­
crca eel lJy 190 per CPnt., and ,,-e arc at 
present looking for loan:c-. In that regard jt 
IS intNcsting to read this little eye-opener 
as to how "\YU are going to finance tlle prc!';eut 
pocition. I am reading from the "Aus­
tralian Insurance and Bankino- Record" of 
21st October, pag·e 832- " 

" It has been suggested that '" a 
ground for the run1ours which have be-c"n 
caught flying, that the Minister for 
Railways has purchased railway material 
in An1crica, and is arranging with the 
+Guaranty Trust Company, of New York, 
for the financing of the purchase. \V e 
may be sura that the Government is not 
going to America for a loan. Such a 
thing was possible in March last, when 
our credit in Eugland was said to have 
been threatened, and inquiriC13 were made 
as to the prospects of borrowing from 
Uncle Sam. but at that time the British 
Government had not released the control 
of exchanrrc, and a loan was a very 
different proposition." 

That probably accounts for the rumours W(' 

ha ye circub ting here 'vi th rega.rcl to 
Arnc-'rican assistance in our financial position. 
The Treamrer has carefully -,ic!etra.cked any 
requests for information which have been 
m a <k to him to find out what is the <•xact 
position, and it is this ignorance in which we 

are kept 111 regard to the financi1tl position 
that makes u~ su:::plcious and doubtful. I 
put it to the Treasurer: Is it fair or reason­
;c!J',c '! \Ve rPprnrnt on this side quite a 
lar:··c' IWlTcntage of the voters of Queensland 
--Yer.Y HlHch larger than the Treasurer gives 
m , rcclit fm--c;nc] \\'C have re ponoibilities to 
t.1JOso clcctol's, and yet vvc :ne kept in this 
state of and doubt regarding the 
ncinnl The hon. gentleman "-ill not 
tc~ll us what po~ition is. 

The PnDllEU: I have been frank. 

Mr. 1U,P11I::\"STOXE: So frank that we 
d;J ll(Jt kno\Y where vvc arc at the present 
JL:HrLnt. 

Th · PR<::\IIEH: I cannot help it. 
:\k ELPIIIXSTOXE: Yen can help it. 

Iu tend of oc,:npying the tirne of tlw IIousc 
during the pa>::t two rnonths b~v introducing 
a lot of which are nothing but idle 
dronn~.-:. you ha.Yo done so1ncthing Inore 
practinl. You could have ohmvn us what the 
fin ~ncj;:d lJO ition of Queensland i5 to-day, 
a11d what proyisiO!l you intc·nd rnaking to 
rnf'Ct that situatiOn. 

The Pme1rrEn: The hon. member has arrived 
at th~ conclu,ion that we shall be ohort by 
£700.000. \Ylwt is his suggestion as to how 
to mC<..'t that shortage? 

:\h. ELl'Hl::\"STONE: It h;,s been said 
on this side that ._,hen a malady exists and 
t"he doc-tor is called iu, he will then prescribe. 
I quib· admit that I am young politically, 
but I ha vc been sufficiently long here to know 
that it is not my place- to suggest a remedy 
tn tho lton. gentlcn1an at this juncture. 
Possibly at .sonw lator stage the position may 
bC' J'C''i.'en.:cd, and the hon. gentlcn1an IllaJ. 
\Yant infonnation, which \VC -will probably 
deal out in the same way as he is dealing it 
(Jl!t to us. 

The l'RE;mER: If we are put on tha!: side 
\Yi ll only too havpy to give you a 

'\h. ELPHI:\"STONE: I dwll look for­
ware! to the opportunity, and, perhaps, it 
i not so fa.r off as the hon. gentle dan thinks. 
I cannot fiucl anything more apt to describe 
thP situation than the old adage of " Eat, 
chink, and Le Jncrry. for to-morrow \Ve die." 
That scC'ms to be the po-ition in a nutshell. 
\Ye ar0 going on ~pending, offering bribes, 
and prornisi11g things--we are going on 
independent altogether of the ultimate issue, 
entirely neglectful and unmindful of tho con­
s,_quci!C('S which always follow lavish 8XIH'ncli­
ture such as is going on at the present time, 
and entirelv unmindful of the lessons which 
past history has taught us. I have before me 
this little, interesting leaflet, which tho present 
leader and deputy leader of the Government 
wbscribecl to some years ago. At a later 
date possibly we will give the sequel to this 
,,<mdcrful treatise on finance. If these hon. 
g-entlemen have any sense of humour in them 
ilt all. I c;,n assure them they will have a 
very hearty laugh when we aro able to put 
before them the sequel to this excellent 
criticism from their point of view. I am 
going to deal with one little passage. Here 
they a.~k ln a:-:.tonished surpri:;:c, and put 
bdore the electms-

,, \Voulcl you be surprised to know--" 
You can imagine them on platforms ta.lking 
to an audience wrapped in wonder and atten­
tion. and thumping the air, and shouting· in 
a way which is generally associated with hon. 
members opposite-

" \Vould you be surprised to know that 

Mr. Elphinstone.] 
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the deficit of the Liberal Governments 
since Queen;:;;land \Vas rnade a separate 
colonv-that is. from 1859 to 1914-have 
amou·;1tcd to £4,219,708--

'l'ho deficits in fi fty-fiye years-
" and that the much-b.lknd-of surpluses 
have only amounted to £2,600,843. Of 
the surplusPS, thn l\lorgan-L:tbour Go­
Yernrncnt vYas responsible for Dnc-half." 

Now thev put this in large type-
'· This amounts to a total deficit of 

£1,618,865." 

The)' do not point out that that was in 
fifty-iin1 years. This much maligned Go­
vernment took fifty-five years to accumulate 
a deficit of £1,618,000. HNe is the sequel. 
In foLH' y· nrs, £835,000 is the deficit of hon. 
gent.lomen oppo.,itr;, these doctors of financr;, 
tlwsc men whcr in reality know nothing about 
it, who know the way to promise things to 
get votcc, and mislead people, and simply say, 
" We will gi.-e· you anything as long as you 
vote for us." ·when the natural sequel follows, 
and the aftermoth come" about, we are denied 
the Financial Statement; we are denied the 
opportunity of showing the people of Queens­
land what the result of all those ridiculous 
promises moans. The astonishing part to 
me is that gentlemen of experience such as 
those who occupy the front Treasurv benches, 
are induced to perpetuate this system of 
promising everything. No doubt, in spite of 
their exporit'ncc in Queensland during the 
past four years, they w!ll go on to the plat­
form and will support this Federal Labour 
manifesto throughout Austraiia; y<"t they 
know positively that that disaster which is 
tlucrctcning Queensland at the pre·-ent 
mon:-rr>nt \Vill, as surely as night follows dav, 
be the sarnc i11 the Couunoll\\ ealth vvhe11 on~·c 
the"' irresponsible g•JHtlemen get hold of 
the reins of Government. They can control 
everything except money. But as I have 
said before, whe11 it corncs to a question of 
finance they arc absolutely at sea. ·what an 
excellent position 'vo ,-ould all be in if we 
had a bank mana.ger ,-ho at all times would 
honour our m·erdrafts-buv what we like, 
irrc.spcctivc of the cost,- irrespective of 
when' "-e get it. but buy, buy, bny. If you 
havr got an accornn1odatjng bank n1anagcr 
who would allow you unlimited overdraft,, 
well and good. But we all know what that 
means. Tha-t is the position with these 
f:Cntlemen to-day, and the position they 
"\vant to plac:r th0 Co nn1o1l\vcaHh in, offer­
ing c YL'l')·thing and o.nything so that the poor 
longsuffering taxpayers can bleed white to 
bolster up everything red. Anyorw who 
reads the manifesto must be impressed with 
that ono thing-the disaster which threatens 
()uecn:.;]and to-molTO\V jf the 1-Iughes Go­
vcrnmt•nt is turned out. 

:Mr. S'vVAY:\fE: The Treasurer, in trving 
1nal..:c the best of a ba·d case. c:xcuSt'd hinl-

for not giving us thP Fillancial State­
ment before the end of the vour. I should 
like, first of nil, to point out t'he dates during 
the last eight ~.-oars wh<m tho Financial State­
ments have bNm submitted to the House. 
I find thilt the Statement was submitted in 
Aug1<st, 1918, 26th September, 1917, 1 st 
No' crnb·r. 1916, 13th OctobPr, 1915. 13th 
Ociohcr, 1914, 26th October, 1913, 19th Sop­
tornl_wr, 1912, 29th August, 1911, and 17th 
A ugu:-t, 1910. 

Tlw T'REMH:R: Go back two years more, 
~.<.nd you 'rill find it in December. 

[Mr. E lphinstone. 

Mr. S\Yc\.Y::'\E: But that is not ,January. 
As the Premier hus reminded me of that, I 
would point out that the two years he refer-; 
to are neither of thcut as ba-d as he says. 
Thny peculiar ca~cs. One was a very 
L:tto starting in Xnvcmbcr. Th<?rc 

ari::ilng that yPar that do 
vco.l'. Dnt however in uny 

case, it is onlv l)cf'crn1>er.' and not 'the end 
of J unuary, ho cannot 1nake rnuch out of 
that. The •surer excused himself by 
~aying tlwt fer tY10 months or so we get thE:' 
balances in iho various departrncnts of 
rPYenuc and t'Xpem!itLLre published in the 
pv.Jwr, and that that ,,-us quite sufficient. 
But that i3 not the point. \Yhrrt we want, 
and \\hat \vou1d be rno:::.G 1ntercBting to the 
electors, is to have an opportu11i~~v of dis~ 
cus:-;ing the adn1i11istration of the~ ncparttnent'3 
before ~,IJ". Hyan g-oes to the country on 13th 
])cePJnber next. 

Mr. GLEDSOX: Now the cat is out of the 
bag. 

Mr. SW AYNE: That is what hon. mem­
bers opposite do not wunt. How i« it that, 
while this is supposed to be a strong Northern 
Cabinet, the ~mth is in the state it is at 
the pro3(mt tirne. The Government are t.o 
blame becansc of their 1naladminlstration of 
the industrial laws. \Vo ,,-ould like to know 
how it is that the Premier's electorate has 
fallen off so much in population that it is 
not justified in returning a member of 
Parliament. 

Mr. GLEDSON: Ask the ·Chi!lagoo Company. 

Mr. SWAYNE: These are things that we 
,,-ant to know. \Ye want to know why tho 
Goverrnnent arc keeping the Estimates back 
until after the Federal election. The .Finan­
cial year ended on the 30th June la Jt, and it 
\rill not be until J anucny next, se Yen or 
eight months uftor the doso cf the financial 
y:Par, that we \Vill get a full statcn1cnt of 
the rcC'cirts and expenditure a11d a report 
upon the Govcnunr:nt's n1anagemen.t of their 
business -during the year <'nded 30th June 
la ,t. The people wdl ,,-ant to know why the 
Estimates haYe boon delayed. The only con­
clusion they can come to will be that the 
po.,ition is fO nbsolutrly rotten that the 
Gov£'l'l1d1Cnt \.Vould sooner risk a cDnsiderable 
a1nount of odiun1 and adv{'J'.~e criticism by 
pmlponing the l.;;t.imates rather than iutro­
duc·' tlwrn bdon• the election and prejudice 
:\Ll'. R, o:1n's cha.nccs thcrcbv. The position is 
so ab,olutelv bad that the'; see they ,-ill lose 
more by rli~sclosing tlw t1:ue po.,ition to the 
people of Queeusiand thau they will by acting 
in the Sf'andalous \Ya'~ thev arc. In view of 
the assertions which ,;-ill !J~ made throughout 
Austnlia in the next few "ccb, it would 
be inter0sting to rcrnind the electors of Aus­
tralia of some of the premises made by Mr. 
Hyan and l1is party when they first came into 
oflico. I will quote from this little dodger. 

The CIIAIRMA:\: Order! The hon. 
gentleman will llOt be in order in di6cussing 
gricYUlE:es generally at this stage. 

'\Jr. S\VAYl\"E: I might point out that 
rtht'·r spco:_tkd's havl~ !Jecn allowPd a fairly 
large l'Qnge. 

The CHAUU1A:\: Order 1 This is not the 
tinu~ to di~C'u~~s gricYall{'Cs. This. is a nroprBal 
to pa.:)s a stnl1 of and tho hon. 
gcnt1ernan DJU::>t confine rmnarks to that 
question. 
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Mr. S\VAY::\'E: I am opposed to this 
•money being voted unless we get more infor­
mation than we have got now. The hon. 
member for Oxley just now was dealing with 
th:' deficits of different Governments, but he 
rather understated the case, because it is 
"'-!own in this red dodger-

" It points out if a man borrows £5, 
pays back £7 to the money-lender and 
internt, and still owes £8 for the 
original £5 borrowed, he is a fool. 
Every man and woman will admit so 
much." 

'That. is exactly the position which the authors 
CJt this dodger have placed the people of 
Queemland in to-day. They make fools of 
Lwm. I hop<' the people of Australia will 
takl' tho lo83on to heart and see the way the 
Queensland people have been fooled in the 
pHst. 

:Ylr. RoBERTS: vVho is the author of that') 

Mr. SWAY:"JE: It is signed by "IV. 
lvicCosker, 236 Elizabeth street, for the' 
' \Vorker' ::\'•3\YSpaper Proprietary, Bris-

The HoME SECRETARY: What is the head­
in:2;? 

1\Ir. SlY.-\ Y::\fE: The lwadino- is "How 
your money goes." (Laughtet~) 'That is 
meet appropriate after five years of rule by 
this Government. The hon. member for 
Oxlev stated that on the Government's 
showcing for over fifty-fivG years ther·e wa< 
a total deficit in Queensland of £1,618,865, 
but that is not a circumstance to what 
thPse gentlemen arc capable of. In three 

they piled up a deficit of over £800,000, 
accmding t'l the Auditor-General another 

£100,000 should be added on top of that. 
That is ncady £1,000,000 in three years. The 
c\.uditor-Gencral. in his r•·port for 1916. 
referred to the alleged surplus of the Govor!l­
nwnt. He stated that as a result of the 
<::!-ctiou of the Treasury Dopartrnent in not 
following· the practice of previous years with 
regard to the payn1ent of a-ccounts, and 1vith 
regard to Yarious itt~ms charged to Consoli­
d·~tc·d Revenue Fund, they disclosed a sur-

wh< n th.··re should really ha Ye been a 
:t of approximately £100.000. 

The Pm:~mm: \Vc did not follow the 
praetic-:- of pa~t yca.rs. 

:VIr. SWA Yl\E: I think I am quite justi­
fied in sa:--ing that the hon. member for 
Occlev underestimated the deficit. We all 
kr;:m: th~t the Government took the expcndi­
tune for eleven months instead of for twelve 
months, ar:d they also charg·ed wooden school 
huildings to Loun Fund Account instead of 
to revenue, ·whero they are generally charged, 
ac. they have not a very long life. \Vhen we 
realise that the Government of Queens] and 
aecumulated a debit of £1,000,000 in three 
year<, it is something for the electors of 
Australia to bear in mind when Yl:r. Ryan 
is asking for thcir .,uffrages in the next few 
wec>ks. Speaking as a Northern member, I 
would like to draw attention to the position 
there. I have an ·extract from the paper 
h"'·e elated 1st November. 

Mr. COLLINS: What paper? 

2\Ir. S\VA Y.NE : The " Courier." It is a 
statement of fact. I do not think anyone 
can contradict it-

" GULF MAIL SERVICE. 
"A.U.S.X. CO. WILL NOT RENEW CONTRACTS. 

" By J an nary next the contract between 
the A.U.S.N. Co, Ltd. (for which Messrs. 
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Macdonald, l-IamilLun, ar,d Co., Ltd., are 
the managing agents) and tho Post­
master-General's Department, for the 
carria~e of mails to the Gulf ports, 
includmg Normanton and Burketowrt, 
will terminate. 'rende·rs have already 
been called for a renewal of the service 
upon its termination by the A.U.S . .N. 
Co., but so far as that company is con­
cerned, its name will not figure among 
the tende·rers." 

We can realise the danger of an empty North 
to the rest of Australia. We know it is a 
danger spot, through which there may be an 
influx of other races there at any time. 

Mr. COLLINS: They have been reading your 
speeches. 

:Mr. SW AY.NE: It will put an end to our 
white Australia. I am in this position: 
that I am the onl-v Northern member in 
this House who is not tie·d down, and I can 
speak on this subject. 

Mr. CoLLINS: The only black spot in the 
Xorth. 

Mr. SvVA YNE: \V c are asked to vote over 
£2.000,000 for the GoYernm,mt. We have 
had fiyo )Oars of their administration of this 
State, and a paragraph like that which I 
ha vo just rc·ad hrings home to us the neces­
sity for a full -discussion of the various 
departments, which we can only get after the 
presentation of the Financial S'tatement and 
Estimates. There are many things I would 
!tkc to refer to. One of the things that has 
been want<;d most in the North during the 
past three years is food. The people there 
have been starving. Regarding agriculture 
ge_ncra11:v", \Y(' have Jargc areas of virgin 
""1 unt<JUC'hed by the plough, and yl't the 
acrcagP under cultivation iti falling ofL 

Yl:r. HARTLEY : On account of the high cost 
of implements. 

.'\Ir. SW A Yl\E: The late loader of tho 
Government had the opportunity of dealing 
wtth these matte·rs, and he should have done 
so bdore seeking the suffrages of the 
pc'Jplc of Australia. I have already pointed 
out that the steamers ceased to run during 
the shipping strike· in 1917 and 1919. The 
Government gave every encouragement to 
the men to strike and hampered the Southern 
authoritic~ in that matter. The peoplo in 
the North were starving at the time. \Ve 
know that the sugar crop is being blocked 
in its harvceting at present by continued 
strikes. I heard the hon. member for Bowen 
interject. There is a mill in his district 
which is a shocking example to other places. 

Mr. COLLDIS: Don't forget that during the 
shipping dispute all the fruit was got a way 
from Bowen, while private enterprise- hel-d 
up 1,000 cases. 

Mr. SW A YNE: I can understand the hon. 
member's excitement and anger. He is not 
game to speak on this question. 

Mr. COLLINS: I am gan;e to speak to the 
electors, and I am game to go into your 
electorate. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! Or-der ! 

Mr. SW AYNE: I would like to point out 
the action of the administration of the 
department that contro-ls the industrial legis­
lation shows that it is biassed. Only ono 
side is prosecuted, while the other side is 
allowed to go scot free. Those who are 
conversant with the Industrial Peace Act 
will remembe-r how well it worked. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. Swayne.] 
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Mr. SW A YNE: I take it that some of 
the monoy we are asked to vote will be 
applied towards defraying the expenses of 
the· ·works Department and Justice Depart­
me-nt, between whom the Act I am speaking 
of is administered. I contend that that Act 
is not administerod as it should be. The 
non-application of tho Aet is largely bring­
ing about the stato of things that prevails 
in the North and makes people sick of living 
in the North. You cannot pick up a news­
paper without reading about people selling 
their furniture and leaving the North. That 
is owing to the administration of the present 
Government. 

Mr. COLLINS: My eledorate increased by 
over 2,000 votes since I represented it. (Hear, 
hear!) 

Mr. SW A YNE : They will find you out. 
Look at the administration of thc Railway 
Department up North. The railways are 
being used by one• section to hamper tho 
other section. If a farmer is in trouble 
with his canecutters he is refused carriage 
on the railway which is a Government utility. 
He is refused carriage for his produce· over 
the State railways. 

Mr. CoLLINS: That is a lie. 
Mr. BEBBINGTON: No, it is not. 
The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
Mr. SW A YNE: I do not take any notice 

of that sort of thing. It is worthy of the 
man using it. All he can do is to abuse. 

Mr. COLLINS: You are the biggest muck­
raker in the House-. 

Mr. SWAYNE: The position in the North 
is largely owing to the inflammatory and 
abusive speeches of hon. members like the 
hon. member who interjected. 

The- CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. 
gentleman must not use l!nparliamentary 
language. 

Mr. SWAYNE: I think he brought it on 
himself. (Laughter.) 

The CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. gentle­
man connect his remarks with the question 
before the Committee? 

Mr. SWAYNE: This industrial trouble 
is arising all over the North. I have here 
a comment made by Dr. Brionl, a Govern­
ment official, who is superintendent of the 
Tropical Diseases Institute at Townsville. 
He points out that so far as the climate of 
Queensland is concerned, there is nothing 
wrong with it. It is all right. Dr. Brienl 
oxproc.scd the opinion that there was nothing 
in the climatic conditions to prm-ent a largo 
influx of population. All that was wanted 
was men to work and live th(lre. There is 
a paragraph in the " Courier" of 13th Sep­
tember, 1919, referring to the remarks made 
by Dr. Brienl, in which he says-

" He was not at all hopeful that any­
thing of the kind would take place 
because it seemed impossible to re]~ 
upon getting the labour necessarv fo-;. 
carrying on industries of the countrv." 

He was referring to the falling off of enter­
prise in tho North. I might point out, in 
regard to matters under control of the Chief 
Secretary's Department--

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! Orde-r ! I 
draw the attention of the hon. gentleman to 
the fact that the Committee are asked to 

grant a sum of money for the 
[8.30 p.m.] eervices of the year 1919-1920. 
. . W.hile that allows. a fairly wide 

<llsousswn, I cannot allow h 1m to continue 
in the way he is doing. 

[Mr. Swayne. 

Mr. S\YA"YSE: Yes, Mr. Chairman; but 
it seems to me that I am justifying my 
opposition to this vote going through as it 
is. Surely 1 am j l!Stified in discussing the 
conduct and management of tho State hotel 
at Babinda, and pointing out that during 
the· recent shortage of food up there, when 
sugar and flour 'vas scarce, there was plenty 
of beer--

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! Order ! 
:VIr. S\VAYNE: It seems to me a n·1y 

legiti1nate grievance, and what brought t,~e 
to it as the opinion of an irnportant autho~ 
rity upon the drink qu'"stion in relation to 
:\'orthern development in regard to the estab­
lishing o£ an hotel in what was previously 
a prohibited area, and thus increasing the 
evil there, and which that authority looked 
upon as likely to prejudice settlement. The 
policy of this Administration-no matter 
what protestations are made-all through is 
the discouragement of settlement in the pro­
ducing districts, and seeing that things have 
come to the pitch that they have to-day, it is 
wrong that this Financial Statement rs held 
over to a later date, I suppos~, than : t 
has ev~r been before. Nothing like it has 
happened for the past ten years-I think I 
would be safe in saying for the last twenty 
vcars. The only conclusion that can be con!e 
to is that for some reason which reflects vnv 
much upon the authors of it, the State­
ment has been wilfully kept out for a longtr 
period than has been known for perhaps 
t\\'Crlty year"'l. B·cforc tho vote gol~fl througl1, 
\Y(' l:lhould have some better reason and rnc_.:-e 
information than has been given to us. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton) : I \wuld 
Jike to say a few -..vords especially on !JJO 

question of increased taxation, and also on 
the metho.ds of the Government in getttng 
money. \V" ha,-e only to point to the proda­
mation under which they seized the meat. 
IIere is one part of it-

•· Each proclaination has a prcamb~c­
setting out that the action is taken L·y 
reason of the continwed existence of the 
present ·war." 

.:\Tow, will any man say that the war is in 
existence to-day, and when ::Ylr. Lloyd 
said that even the British l'\avy has 
sent to the four winde of the earth. a, lt 
wen~, to get rid of it. \Vo hayo no ships~-

The CHAIR:\fAJ\' : Order ! Order ! 
Mr. BEBBI:\'GTON: I am commenting on 

the methods of the Government getting "'P­
plies. I said they have no right 1vhatevc-r to 
""Y that tho great war is 6till in existence. 

'l'he CHAIRMAN : Order ! Order ! 
:V1r. BEBBINGTOl'\ : Ono reason-and th0 

ouly one-that they cannot give the Finan­
cial Statement and place their views before 
the people is that they know it wonld .scare 
the people away from their side at the 
polling-booth. I underetand that th~ late 
Pl'ernier went aln1ost on his knees and begged 
of them not to issue the Financial Statement 
before the elections. (Government laughter.} 
'l'hat ic common property outside. \Vhat 
about your Caucus meeting'? Did not ?\h. 
Ryan beg that of you weeks ago? (Govern­
ment langhtor and interjections.) 

'l'he CHAIRMAN: I ask hon. members en 
my right to allow the hon. member for 
Drayton to proceed without interruption, and 
I ask the hon. member for Drayton to confine 
his remarks to the question before the Com­
mittee. 
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Mr. BEBBINGTON: I am confining my 
remarks, Mr. Chairman, in this way: that 
had it not been for the circumstances I have 
mentioned we would have had the Financial 
Statement laid on the table. Seeing that the 
taxation has increased something like 190 
por cont., it is most unfortunate that the 
security for future taxation has decreased 
at least 30 ner cent. There are thousands 
of men to-clay who were in a very inclopon­
dont position when this Government came 
into po1Arer, they had their life's savings in 
land which was negotiable. Almost at any 
time they liked to offer a farm for sale, they 
could get their rnoney in rea'"onable time; 
but offpr it notv and siw where you arP. 

The Ho~IE SECHETARY: How do vou arrive 
at that 1 ' 

Mr. BEDBINGTO~: I wiil tell _you. Pn·­
viou:-3 t,o this party corning into power, it 
was the principle of the Government to keep 
land used for food-producing purposes as 
free as poesible from taxation. But what 
do we find now'! In the first n lace there is 
th~ land tax, then the extra· income tax. 
Y on arc taxed again on the cow you get the 
milk from. That is taxed again under the 
income tax. I object to the Government 
getting this rnoney on account of the wav 
they have l~scd money previously, and I sa~T 
the~: are ~o1ng to us: it for ~his very P.urpose 
again. You have to pay Increased Income 
tax, and lest they should miss something 
they compel the dairy factories to put ; 
stamp on their cheque at the very last 
moment. 'J.:here is nothing else they can do 
rogardn1g the farrner. but bury him, and the 
only one left then rs the undertaker who 
v.-ould have to bury him, and I suppose they 
would charge the undertaker something. 

The Government's method of getting 
money has resulted in the impoverishment of 
thou~ands. We hav<> a kind of prosperity, 
but rt rs prospenty by living on taxation­
like a dog getting fat by eating its own tail. 
(Laughter.) Soon there will be no tail. and 
no clog. (Renewed laughter.) What is going 
to be clone then 1 Verv soon there will be 
no wealth to tax-there "will be no farmers­
the people will all be in the cities and where 
is the prosperity going to cou1c' from? If 
you rarry on ·with the same men 1.vho are 
in power to-day, and the same reckless 
exp~nditure continues, there is going to he a 
ternble catastrophe. You cannot live for 
ever on taxation, and you arc going to drive 
th<' produc<'rs out of the State. One thing 
I am cmtain of is that if we had onlv to 
tax the production of ho11. members, there 
would be very lrttle revenue, and we wouic! 
hav-e to turn our attention to someone else. 

The Minister for Railways knows well 
that_ they ar: using the money paid for the 
sol-c!rers to mflate the railway revenue. I 
beli-eve the Treasurer admitted the other 
day, that he paid cash-did you pay cash or 
merely transfer it to Revenue Account? 

~Vel!, you see it would be a very easy 
thmg to harrow that cash and pay it to the 
Rarlway Department to inflate the revenue, 
and I thmk I am m a position to sav that 
that is practically what is being done. · 

The SECRETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: Do I under­
stand you to object to the soldiers gettin" 
the money? b 

Mr. BEBBINGT0::'-1: I do not· but the 
Minister is very quiet on that subj~ct. Th"n 
you come to the £30,000 a month. As the 
Treasurer said, it is a nice little thing to 
handle. I certainly object to money being 
uS<ld m the commandeering of meat, as is 

being done. Actions like that rob the State 
of producers and~I was going to say rh~ 
l-rcdit of the Government-but it never had 
anv. Th<~re is such a thing as busine8.~ 
hoi1our and business credit, but W·e know, so 
far as their dealings with producers arc con­
cerned. the3 nPver had any business honour 
or busin""' credit. 

GovER::G!ENT interruption. 
Mr. BEBBIC\iGTON: Didn't you start your 

fir't butcher's shop on stolen sheep? 
(GovPrnment laughter and disorder.) Didn't 
you take those sheep bv force, and nev.er 
~>aid for a 'ingle one until they wore all 
cold? Can vou call that honourable busr­
Hess? Supp;se another man. did the same 
t.l1ing: he, would fmc! himself rn gaol. I cer­
tainly object to the Government . gettmg 
a11y rnorc n1oney to carry on bus1ncss 1n 
su(:h a dishonourable way, and I certainly 
hope that we will have no more of it. O~r 
credit goes bevonc! our own boundary. We 
have not onlv to consider what our own 
pPople think ·of us, but what the people 
in other parts of the world think. . People 
in the otlwr parts of the world wrll say, 
•· \\'elL the Queensland Government stol& 
6.COO sheep and started a '?utcher's shon. 
and they did not pay for a smgle one uno! 
r:rey sold them all." 

The CHAIRMAN : Order 1 Order ! 
:VIr. BEBBINGTON: I certainly object to 

the GoYernrrl(~nt recci ving any In ore n1oney 
for such a purpose. 

Mr. FRY (Jl.urilpa): It is very unwise of 
this Committee; to blindly Yote a sum of 
money c;qualling £2,250,000 to the Gov<'rn­
rnent without ftrst. getting the Financial 
Statement, especially in view of the fact that 
the· Gon'rnment have had a successwn of 
deficits, and the people are of the opinion 
that tho deficit this year will exceed that of 
other years by an enorrnous arnount. 

Mr. FoLEY: ·what people"! 
J\1r. FRY : The people of Queon~land. The 

people of Queensland are lookmg for a 
Financial Stah')rnent. Everywhere you go, 
vchether it is in Queen street or in the 
country, the people want to kno;v what rs 
ti'" position of the ftnances, ar:d rt. appears 
that the Financial Sta.tement rs bemg kept 
back for one purpose, and one purl?ose only, 
and that is to keep the people m rgnorance 
of the true position until after th_e Federal 
p\,rti(\11. There are rumours going about 
thi-, Stnte which should bo allayed. 

Mr. CoLLINS: W.ho started the rumour? 

:VIr. FRY: I do not care who started it, it 
is 1hc:n•. There are rumours going about 
t hot after the Federal elections take place 
there is going to be retrenchment. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I hoard a 
nuY1om· that the Opposition were going into 
perrnancnt recess. 

l\Tr. FRY: If the Opposition were here in 
proportion to the votes that were cast for 
them this House would be much better, 
because individuals would be prepared to 
conduct the country's business in a proper 
way. At the prcson"t time we have a mac~i:r:e 
and it must handle the finances JUSt a'" rt JS 

instmotec!. I would like to know if Mr. 
Rvan the ex-Premier has the same staff of 
roen .:Vith him now th;t he had while he was 
p;.emier, and if he has got th.;) same. staff. 
who is paying them? Are the S;alanes of 
those men to be paid out of thrs sum of 
rr1onev? 
Mr~ CoLLINS: Who is asking? 

Mr. Fry.] 
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Mr. FRY: I am asking here at the right 
time. I am concerned about the finances of 
the State, as my electors are contributi_ng 
portion of the £2,250,000, and I ask agam, 
is Mr. Ryan's staff being paid out of this 
;;urn of money? If it is, then th<l money is 
being spent contrary to the wishes of the 
people. That is a straightforward question, 
but, apparently, hon. members do not like 
it. It gives me some suspicion that there 
is some trnth in this rumour. It has come 
to my ears that a sum of £200 was sub­
'cri bed from a fund for the purpose of 
organising opposition to Mr. Hughes. These 
rumours ar0 accentuated by the fact that 
the GovernmPnt arc remaining quiet on their 
Financial Staten1ent. 

Mr. Rrmm.1:-o : Do vou believe that? 

Mr. FRY: As to whether I believe it or 
not does not matter. T'he people believe 
it. and they have a right to know how the 
money is being spent. I would like to know 
if this money is being used to advertise news 
in connection with the Federal election. We 
kno''' that in past years certain rnoneys have 
been paid to a rnorr:ber of another House 
for writing articles and signing then1 " .._4.._ 

Returned Soldier." They were inserted in 
a newspapn called "The Soldier," and 
\\ere inserted at advertising rates. I want to 
know if any of this money is being used to 
publish. at advertising rates, articlBS written 
by the same soldier in the Upper House. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I heard you 
rnotr; an article and "signed it " A :Vlother 
of 1.\"\n." (Laughter.) 

Mr. FRtY: If the Minister for Railways 
"·as the father of ten he would be better off. 
(Rl'newed laughter) I want to know if por­
tiun of this moncv has boon set aside for the 
employment of i·cturned soldiers. At the 
present time you sec rcturnPd Roldiers in 
c,·er~ going about looking for \vork. 
That a sorions state of affairs, and whilst 
thoro are ~olden opportunities to bring about 
a state of indnst,rial rest and progro:o;s \Ye 

;;:r•p th£ se n1en going· about the streets looking 
for \\Ork. If a. portlon of the 1nonoy is set 
n;,urt for rhat purpose it is all right, but I 
1\ant to know something about it. VVhy 
simuld we- not know 'omething about it? 

Mr. STOPFORD: Why give ooldiers like 
that war bonds instead of cash? 

Mr. FRY: Listen to that. What is the 
use of giving work to returned soldiers. 

GOVERNMEXT MEMBERS: He did not say that. 
The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order! 
Mr. STOPFORD : I rise to a point of 

enler. I made no such statement. Mv 
remark was distinctly, "What was tlw goocl 
of giving soldiers like that war bonds, 
i n::;tead of cash?'' 

Mr. FRY: I distinctly heard the hon. 
mymbcr sa:'--

GoVERX'IJE'\T MEMBERS: Withdraw, with­
draw! 

Mr. FRY: The remarks I fancied I hear-d. 
(Gov0rnrnent laughter.) I am honest enough 
to giYe the hon. member the benefit of the 
doubt. 

Mr. STOPFORD: There is no doubt about it. 

Mr. FRY: The question is the employment 
of these returned men, and how are you 
going to connect the q_uestion of war bonds 
with men who are lookmg for work. I want 
the Government to get going and not talk 
about it. vV c hear a lot of talk a bout what 
we are doing for the soldiers, but I want the 
Government to get a move on. 

[Mr. Fry. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Are you in 
favour of war bonds or cash' 

Mr. FRY: I will answer you at the right 
tinw. I am of opinion that therB is a good 
deal of favouritism shown to men outside 
according to the side they take in politics. 
There is a large number of men who do not 
ally themselves with any party. Then there 
is a number of men who are closely allied 
to the Government, and, on the other hand, 
tbere is a large proportion who are support­
ing tlll' Opposition. There is a fear of 
victimisation or favom'itism, and that speech 
of the Premier at South Brisbane last Mon­
day night, wherein he referred to the 
soldiers who hauled Mr. Hughes through 
Brisbane streP.ts on a wagon as " Brumma­
gem diggers," has gone towards convincing 
the men that there is going to be fa vourit­
i sm ; and, furthermore, that this money is 
going to be used for political propaganda. 
The iast Financial Statement show-ed that a 
certain amount was set apart for the 
Returned Soldiers' Labour L•cague. \Vhat 
is going to be the position in the future? 
\Ye are told that the m-r'n who hanled the 
wagon for the Prime Minister ar." to be 
victimised. 

The CHAIRMAJ';': Order ! I would ask 
the hon. nwrnber to connect his remarks 
with the resolution. 

Mr. FRY: If any of this money is to be 
PX pended on uarty politics I want to know 
how much is going towards the Returned 
SoldiNs' Labour LeaguB. I want to know 
treat, becauso the speech made by the Premier 
ha~ been taken as a direction to those men 
t],at thllY arc going to be victimised if they do 
not yote for the G"ovornment. Amongst the 
rcturnPd soldier~ \Vho \V8r<t-- drav;,7 ing· the 
wagon upon which "iYir. Hughcs. the Prime 
~linister, rode on his recent visit to Brisbane 
were S{c~ycntecn soldiPrs who had bc0n 
dccoratnd for distinguished seryiec. 'Phc're 
were six returned soldiers who had lost 
limbs. and thl're were eighty-one men who 
had been seriously wounded, and fourteen 
original .. A.nzacs. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! 'rho hon. 
rne1nbcr cannot connect those ren1arks with· 
this vote. 

Mr. FEY: I am endeavouring to show 
that the Premier who should be looked up 
to as the first politician in the land--­

The PREMIER: The first politician"! 
:Mr. FRY: I will call you a statesman, .if 

you like. The Premier has given to the 
world a phrase which will bo used through­
out the public servi~e to designate men whom 

they want to be victimised. This 
[9 p.m.] money is to be used for that 

· purpose. There were thousands 
of other returned men of all ranks in that 
IH'Of'es~ion. Many of thmn were decorated, 
and the Prcrni{~r made a vor~v unwist' state­
ment about these men, who ha-d been close 
to death. and who had been for months 
in a critical condition. I han brought this 
matter up rts I think it is a right thing 
to do. 

ThP CHAIRMAN : Order ! Order ! 

Mr. FRY: I will not proceed with that 
matter any more, because I see that it is 
distasteful. At the present time, when the 
cost of living is so high and people want to 
know how they stand fmancially, we have 
"not got a Financial Statement. We are 
sent here by the people to -do the best we 
can in their interests. The Government have 
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three times this session asked for Supply, 
and yet they have not presented a Financial 
Statement. Is that a right position for the 
House to be placed in? We have given the 
Premier credit for doing a fair thing, but 
if he is bound up by the party behind him, 
which is holding the Financial Statement 
back, he is an unfortunate individual, 
because he must know that the people are 
crying out for a Financial Statement. 
(Government laughter.) The Government 
want to hide the financial position until after 
the Federal elections. My contention is that 
there is something to hide, that the position 
is not savoury, and that the deficit is greater 
than it was before. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): In my 
opinion there is no justification whatever for 
this motion. 

The PREMIER : If you oppose this we will 
not be able to pay the public servants. 
(Opposition laughter.) 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: That old gag is thread­
bare. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The public servants 
will be paid, but it is the duty of the Premier 
to justify his action. This evening, after all 
the criticism. the only justification given by 
thf' Premier was in proving, to some extent, 
to the satisfaction of the House that nearly 
£2,000,000 of loan money is available, or 
that arrangements have been madG to get 
it. Bnt what about the general position of 
things-of the finances of the country? We 
ha vc no right to move from this House, and 
if we were strong enough we would not do 
so. until we wore fullv conversant with the' 
intentions of the Government in financing 
the country. No explanation whatever has 
been forthcoming from the Treasurer as to 
the miscarriage of his Estimates of twelve 
months ago. He then anticipated a surplus 
of some £7,3.82. He was very careful at 
that time to make provision, throug!. the 
sources of incrPased taxation, for further 
amounts of £214,120. As a matter of fact, 
he received, according to the Auditor­
General, some £313.507, and although he had 
earmarked these amounts which were coming 
from the sources of taxation, in order to meet 
the deficiencies of the previous year, we 
understand that not one penny has gone in 
that direction. Although the Premier took 
exception, only a few wPeks ago, to some of 
the criticisms which were made, and which 
indicated the impossibility of doing other­
wise t.ban he had done with the revenue he 
had rec•'i ,-ed, we know he was perfectly 
correct: lw, however, outlined the coursf'. 
The Auditor-General pointed out how the 
'rn~asurcr himself at the time had outlined 
how he intended overtaking the deficiencies 
of the past. The Auditor-General now says 
that the amount of £313,507 16s. 10d. was 
actually received from this source, and made 
up as follows :-

"The amount of £313,507 16s. 10d., 
which was actually received from this 
source, and made up as follows:­
Income tax, £193,564 7s. 8d., land tax, 
£119,943 9s. 2d.; total, £313,507 16s. 10d .. 
was not applied towards the reduction of 
the previous year's deficit, but merged 
into the receipts of the Consolidated 
Revenue Fund for the past year 
(1918-19). Had these collections been 
applied in the manner indicatf>d by 
the Treasurer, the deficit on last year's 
transactions would have amounted to 
£485,495 19s. 10d." 

The PREMIER : How do you suggest that 
we could have dealt with that differently 
to what we did? 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I do not think you 
could have dealt with it differently. 

The PREMIER: Then, why complain? 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: It was the Treasurer 
who indicated at the time that certain 
amounts coming from ~he sources . I have 
named were to he speCially set as1de. Of 
course he anticipated a surplus of £7,000, 
and h~d he received that surplus, he wou)d 
have been able to apportion the amounts m 
the wr.y he indicated. However, he was J?Ot 
able to do that, because he did not receive 
the monev. He did receive the £313,507, 
and he also receivod an additional :!3296,000, 
but not one penny was applii_'d to w1pmg_ off 
the amount of the defic1t m the prevwus 
V(~ar. 

. The PREMIER: There was a lot of extra 
expenditure. 

l\Tr. U. l'. BAR'-<ES: There is no explana­
tion giYen as to ~hy all this extra expense 
was incurred. It IS on account of ~he Trea­
surer'' ina.bilitv to finance the affa1rs of the 
eountrv that ~e have, during the last four 
month~. gone to the bad to a st1ll _greater 
extPnt · and it is essential that th1s Yotc 
~hould' 11ot pass without the_ . 68YC1'est. 

c ritici:-.m, and the strongest oppos1t1on frcnn 
this side of the IfDusc. The re\enue for 
t.he four months of the present year shc:ws 
an incrca~<' of £248.735 on the corrcsponchng 
period of last year, and the exr:enditure <:tn 
increase of £311,911, &a that durmg the four 
months the Treasurer has go!le to the bad 
to thP extent of another £63.175. It . ~~ 
matters of that kmd wlueh make 1t essE>nba. 
that we should have a further statement from 
the Treasurer. For rny o1vn part I an1 
puzzled to understand why the Treasur~r 
attPrrlpT.~ to fina.uco _as he 1s ,?.o1ng. \vhon ~~e 
had mean> at h1s disposal th1s year-at any 
rat(), there need not have been any g_rcat 
dPficiencv. VVhY is the I-Iouse not entitled 
to :::ome 0xp1ana'tion as to v:h~~ the Treasurer 
d0sires to show deficiencies in':tead of &urM 
pluses' Thi., i''·. made apparent to us by 
thC' arnounts \Vhich have been charged 1n 
l'Onncction ·with State. enterprise to revenue 
account, and which should have be~n 
charged to State p11tcrprise account. ~o 
attempt has been made by the Treasur~'r to 
<'Xplain rnatt0rs of that kmd. Indeed. 1f we 
go throm;h the vanous Items referred to by 
the Auditor-Genera.!. wP shall at once sec, 
that if ordinary methods had been followed 
in connection with the finances with regard 
to Stak enterprises and other things, and 
of debiting items to their right acco;mt, 
there would have been no deficwncy. -::-.:ow, 
pa vrncnt of mcrnbers is responsible for some· 
£13.000. the Royal Commission on iron and 
steel works for £2.83L relief account, whwh 
has been particularly drawn attention to by 
the Auditor-General, some £26,000. There 
was no need for that amount to have been 
£26.000 if the affairs of the country had 
]wen rightly adncinistered. You may, there­
fore take half of that amount as being- alto­
g-cth.er unne~:eesary in the year. The \Varra­
Coalrnine is responsible for £47,453. and. the 
><tricturcs which were passed by the Auditor­
General on that undertaking are well known 
to evcnone. 'l'his amount should have been 
<'harg-ecl to State enterprises. In the lig~t of 
the decision arrived at ·lw the Comm1sswner 
for State Enterprises, what is the cxplanat!on 
fvr amounts such as that made in connectiOn 

M1·. G. P. Ba.rnes.] 
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with tht< \Yal'l'a State Coalmine' The State 
trawler is down for £10,666, charged to 
-:ce;;enuo, another amount in conn.c'ction vvith 
fish enterprise, £2,090; Bowen Coalmine 
£3.053, Baralaha £2,708, Styx River £1,925. 
Pulnrised Lime Account £936. All the--e 
unonnts make a total of some £97.662. 

Th., Pne>IIER: You arc onh· showing that 
cnr real defirit is not Ro great as you "say. 

At fifteen minutes after 9 o'clock p.m., 
!vir. FOLEY, one of the Temporary Chair­

<nen. relieved the Chairman in th<;) chair. 

~.Ir. G. P BARNES: The House and the 
country has a right to knovv \Vhy you desire 
t0 corr1e dovvn 1vith a deficit and show it to 
be greater than it is. \Vhat can the reason 
be, w.Jless. it is to justify the Governrcent in 
bnnfpng Ill extra taxation. Thoc;e arnounts 
n1med by me should have gone to the debit 
of a11 accou11t whi9h was aliead:; heavily in 
cre.c!Jt. In connectwn with StatQ enterprises, 
I find J,hat he uses these words-

" The question is as to whether the 
expenditure in connection with State 
enterprises should be trGated as separate 
hus1nesses, but. in view of the arrangc­
me-r:t 1na·do With the Treasurer, I have 
clcoded to treat the 0nterpri~es as 
separate branche-s of one businr,,s o£ 
State outcrprlsc." 

\Yhat we want to know is that when a del1it 
is n.ade, how is it that the debit is not 

<ehargcd to o:Jterpriscs generally? There is 
only one thought that can cOJil~: to anvone's 
mind. The idea is to boost up the enterprise 
husintess, and this is done more plausibly bv 
not ~harging the cnterprisf's 1d1ich ar(: i~1 
debit. The late Premier of Que,;nsland. when 
he is haranguing tho crDwds in the South Ltlld 
0lscwhcre. will indicate that the State e-nter· 
prises of Queensland have returned £262,000. 
whereoas, as a m<>tter of fact. that amount 
would he enonnouslv decreased if the enter­
pri>'PS which had failed to produce a profit 
·w,'rP charged to th::tt acrount accorclinn· tn 
rhe ·d.ctc•rrnjnation which has hPon Jl!Tin•d at 

the Comrni~Rioncr. The tbiJtg- i:- not fair 
ar·d it is not sound. It is unjust. Tho IH'xl 
.JU:'iiness \\·ill he to camp down \Yith Pxtrn 
taxation to provide for deficiencies. I will 
say. in connection with the balancing of 
accounts that the Treasur<:>r had no desire to 
balance. Evidently ho had no desire to 
balance, because there was another £37,000 
in connection v:ith the stock embaro-o which 
n;ight be transferred to 1'8Y8TIUC'. 

0 

The PRE~!IER: Do ,·ou "lY t!wt we conld 
do that? V 

:VIr. G. P. BAR::-.JES: Yes. vou harl that 
rnr:·JlC'V in hand, and inflb'ad Of 'cornin~r do,vn 
and lnaking it f'Ssential to levy t~xation 
\"OU rou}d have gone a long- \\ay tovvards 
balancing your account. ' 

The PHEMIER: Ynn '•ould r tid an': fund~. 
You,,_ ould raid the Sinking- Fund and add it 
to the comolidatcd revenue. 

'1-Ir. G. P.· BARNES: I hla1llc the hon. 
g-entleman for not balancing his ,:tccounts. 
It nnxst he a puzzle to any man who has to 
•'Jq with finnnria] rnattr~rs to undt·rstand v.-hv 
tll(_' Trcasur('l' has COJ1l(' do\rn \Vith such a. 
Statement as he has done. Tlw Auditor­
f:;_f'IH~nd rondemns. the hon. gentlenHlrt for not 
doing certain things. I named e0rt>1in thino:s 
"·hich were charged to revenue which should 
r:ot have been. 

Tb" PREMIER: You would raid thfl Trust 
Funds. in order to pay into rf'YenuP. The 
:-;tock cmLnrgo ·was a Trust Fund, 

[Mr. G P. Barnes. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: No, I would not; 
but you decided to run all the State enter­
prise·s as one, and where a State enterprise 
shows a loss it is not right to churge the loss 
to re,·enue. I want to speak especially 
rce;arding railway matters. On more than 
one occasion i\finisters have referred to the 
railwavs. and vesterday the Assistant 11inis. 
ter fo; Justice· made a rem<>rk in connection 
with the railways saying that railways the 
\Vorld over were not paying. I want to know 
how our railways compare with our neigh­
bom·s in Now South Wales and Victoria? 
They have existed <>nd lived under conditions 
veq: similar to these in Queensland, and yet 
the\· have' mana"ed their affairs. The follow­
ing" figm·es sho,; the state of affairs in New 
South \Vales, Victoria, and Queensland, so 
far as t.ht~ r~aih-Yay~ are concerned, for the last 
fin<>ncial year:-
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Then' is something wrong when that kind of 
thing is going on. 

Hon .• J. G. APPEL: It is scandalous. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES : It is scandalous. 
It i, the most shocking state of things that 
has ever existed in any State in Australia. 
The accumulat0d deficit in four years of the 
Ryan Government on the Queensland rai]. 
,;·avs amounted to £3.694,968. The earning 
c~]·;acitv of each employee in the Railway 
DcpartYncnt. when this Government took 
offic<>. was £102 lls. lld .. and 1t IS now £17 
3s. 9d. \Yhat is wrong 1 If ever then' was 
0\"'idencc of shocking n1lsn1anagen]c-nt it is ln 
connectio11 with thf' railways of Queensland. 
!Hear. hear ') That is the position. Four or 
fivP years ago the railways \vere nractically 
paying their way, and now w~ find ourselves 
in the position that the only mcome towards 
paving interest on the railways was the sum 
of' £296.000. If hon. members who have 
charge of a departm-;nt like that felt . the 
seriousness of the positwn and the obhgatwns 
tlwr ')We to the State of Queensland they 
wotdd not remain in office one hour, but 
,,-m.dd give someone else the opportunitY of 
1naking ends meot. 

The .SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: How do 
you ~uggest an improvement should be 
rnado. 
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Mr. G . .P. BARNES: Do not put men 
en where th0re 1S no work for thorn to do 
'That is ~rhcre you_ arc spending money. Yo~ 
<::.r0 puthng 1ncn In positions whore there is 
nn 'mrk for them. That is taking men 

the mland towns because men are 
. to get into the Railway Department 

se· ><ng the open arms that are held out to 
them, and appointments freely made. Men 
ita"'' left the country towns to take up posi­
ttQ~Js Jn the GoYernmcnt. It has reacted in 
t hi', d i _n1ction that there ha e been a loss of 
pro~_utcti,o,n, and. a loss of work for the rail­
Wil. . '· I hat kmd ?f thing cannot go on. 
·w~ have been_ trying to got some infor­
m ,t~,:n r~gar.dtng _the number of public 
.wr> nts '!' the dtfferont departments in 
u flPr to. find out. 1_1ow. far you have gone, 

sec tf the posttwn. m other departments 
J-. ~amc as the railways. 

The 8~CilE~',RY FOil PUBLIC' LANDS : \Vhat 
<:uo:sr•s dimJmshecl production' 

. .:VIr. G. P. B.'\RXES: It has been caused 
b7 men JeaYmg the land, and in many 

not only were they lured to leave the 
. r;d as 1 havp mclicat0cl, on account of 
ll!c.ncement? fr-om the . Government, but 

of mcr<'asecl taxa ban, which resulted 
to them. 

The bell indicated that the hon member's 
t,;;tp f1ad expired. · 

111- BA YLEY (.Pittsworth): Manv of the 
ar<trons. of thi~ Go:-ern~ent, and a great .deal 

then legtslatwn smce they took over 
reins of GovE'l'nment ha\;e been most 

t' .:tl <:Lonhnary . and astounding, and this 
p·t.rtJcular actwn of the Government is no 

to the rule. It is small wonder 
that HH'mhers on this si·de of th~ 

ns_t: n-1 their places and strenuouslv 
pcreJstcntly object to the nrocedur:• 

i,r.J; the Governlllent is adopting in thi; 
pa,rttcular. If \\ e had good reasons for 
ho!llOvJng that the Government would put 
th1" £2,000.000 to good use; perhaps we 
would not have so much cause to voice the 
:-:enhments vvc ~ave done to-night, but \VC 

know from past experience that the groat 
J,u]k of the money which is voted from time 
t-; tune has not beet~ judi_ciously expende-d. 
Ir ' L1b: raJ admmtstratlon had been in 
power ·dunng th~ last few years, and they did 

th<' presc·nt Government are proposing 
t 0 now, what a howl would have gone up 
from the Labour ranks. Thev would havp 
""' :Jrcsscd rightcm.~> inclignatio,; but we fmcl 
l!,;:J. members opposite do these' things then1-
seiYes. If we look hack over the term of 

d':3 du.nng which th£~ present administra­
have hocn in power we find that we 
gone back to a tremendou::- and rno~t 

~-cgrettable extent. \Vo are told that this 
Jo dup to the war and drought. The fact 
rcmams that the South<:rn States are doing 
b~tter than we _are. The Victorian budget, 
wmch has been Issued, shows that the BurpluB 
for the past year amounts to nearly £400,000. 

_,TlL' SECRETARY FOR PrBLic IK~'l'RCCTTOK: 
'i'~tP:. had good ~r>a~::-ons. 

Mr. BA YLEY: So far as taxation is con­
" :·nGcl the peopl~ of Victoria pay little 
more than one-thn·cl of the total amount 
of land tax and income tax paid by the 
'"er age c1bzen of Queensland. Turning to 

land tax we find the sa,me thino- obtain­
In. QuPens]ancl last year the ~Govern­
rats<:d £164.000 more in the form of 

taxation than was charo-ed to the whole 
of the frechclc!Prs of Ne,; South Wales, 
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Victoria. and Tasmania combined. So far as 
land and income tax are concerned, we find 
the people of Queensland pay nearly three 
times the amount that is pai·d in New South 
\\'ales or Victoria. Is it anv wonder then 

tha.t the people 'of Qummslancl 
[9.30 p. nt.] want to know what the Govern-

ment intend doing with this 
£2,250.000 which they propos<> to appropriatP 
tr,-night ': Is it any wonder that members on 
this :<idc gl't up onfl after the other and 
demand ",olne sati:c:fuctory explanation? Do 
thP:v intt·nd to us" it in extending the 
indu8tries of tlH~ StatP? 

Hon. ,J. G. APPEL: No hope. 

Mr. BAYLEY: "No hope," the hon 
gentleman says, and I believe him. Do they 
intend to use portion of it to alleviate the 
distn'ss whic-h is so acute at the present tin1n 
in tlw country districts? Only a short time 
ago D dPputation of members of this House, 
representing the farming constituencit~s, 
\\·aitcd upon the Minister for Agricultnno. 
urging that step~) t-1e tak(~n to provide seed 
\\·hpat for the farmers during the coming 
year. ancl I have good reason to believe that 
their request has been turned down. 

:VIr. GRAYSOK: Oh, no! It is not turn&cl 
dO\Y1l. 

Mr. CoLLI--:s: Speak the truth. Your own 
side contradicts you. 

Mr. BA YLEY: I hope the hon. member 
is right, and that I have been incorredly 
infOl'me-cl. Bnt thoro is one matter on which, 
unfortunately, I can speak with a great 
deftrce of certainty. Quite recently a depu­
tation waite·d on the Minister for Railways, 
and pointed out to him that the stockowners 
in the- country districts were under a great 
disabilit\' regarding feeding their stock, and 
tlrf!Cd the Minister to htke early steps to 
rl'cluee· the freight on forage for starving 
stock. A reply was received that the Govern­
nJeut was prepared to allow a reduction of 
33 per cPnt.. to be returned within three 
years. \Y!'· know that a large number of 
stock haw died ; and, if the drought con­
tinues. many thonsancls of stock will die, 
and the loss to Queens] and, as well as to 
the stocko\Yncrs th"'msch·es. will unfortu· 
natcJy lw ,-en- considerable .. The lea.st this 
Gm·c.rrmwnt can do is to giYe those people 
all the a"istance in their power. In New 
South \\'ales quite recently, steps have been 
taken which the Qued1sland Government 
would do well to follow. I have a copy of 
the ''Farmer and Sflttler" of 20th October 
of thi~ year, 'vhich states-

" HELP FOil FARMEilS. 

" ~Il~DIISING THE EFFECT OF THE DROUGHT. 

" The· N cw South \V ales Department of 
.\griculture is formulating a compre­
lw·nRive scheme for tho assistance of 
farmers affected by the drought. 

" Provision is to be made, at what­
eYt.1r cost, to tide nf~cessitous farme-rs over 
heir p<)riod of advercit0, so that they 
mav remain on the land and increase the 
g:e,";eral productivity of the State next year. 

" It is proposed to establish representa­
tive local boards in each shire to ascertain 
the actual needs of the farmers, and to 
distribute such aiel as is considered neces­
sary to save• the agricultural industry of 
the State." 

Compare that with what has been clone for 
the farmers and producers in Queensland, 
and we will s~e what a small part this 
Govci·nrnont is doing of what they should do. 

Mr. Bayley.] 
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With regard to giving outside relief to 
the people in the cities and towns, and to 
the men who broke the laws by going on 
strike contrary to the provision of the Act, 
the Government paid those· strikers for the 
whole time they were out, gav<J them back 
their positions when the strike was over, 
and made a definite promise that they would 
not in any way be penalised. Thousands of 
pounds of the country's money have been 
expended on theso linos. 'Dhousands of 
pounds also have recently been paid away 
by the Government in the form of relief to 
the people of Brisbane and other towns, and 
this money has not to be returned. In spite 
of these facts, we find that in a time of dire 
distress and nC'cessity, when the representa· 
tives of the farmers approach the Govern­
ment and urgo consideration and relief in a 
'Erection which would save the State tre­
me-ndous losses, and save a largo number of 
producers fron1 ruin, we get no assistance. 
For this reason, as well as many others, I 
have ris<"n to objert to the Appropriation 
Bill being passed at the present time. 

)1r. GUNN: I think it is unprecedented 
in the history of the Parliament of Queens· 
land that twelve months should elapse and 
no Financial Statement is placed before the 
House. The Ministe-r said that in 1908-9 the 
Financial Statement was not tabled until late 
in the session, but at that tirn0. owing to 
by-elections, Parliament <:lid Iwt assemble 
until very late in the year, and the Financial 
Statement was tabled a few davs after Par· 
liament met. One cannot help thinking that 
there must be some reason for not tabling 
tlH• Financial Statement aud asking us to 
grant this blank cheque, as it were, before 
the Fe-deral elections take place. There 
must be something to hide. There Is no 
occasion to hold back the Financial S'tate· 
ment so late as this, and it is going to 
be >ery awk,ard for people to finance their 
businesses when thc·y do not know what the 
taxation is going to be. VVhcn the Financial 
Statement is read, we know that new taxa­
tion will be foreshadowed, and that there 
1.v!Ji be, I suppose, new raihvay freights, as 
I do not see any otl1cr way of financing the 
railways. 

Mr. CoLLINS: Are you in fa your of that? 

Mr. GCI\N: I remember when Ylr. Hunter 
was ,on thjs sjde he used to n1oVB the adjourn~ 
ment of the House to call attention to the 
fact of tbe expcn~iv(~ railway tra,·elling in 
Qucen-l<cnd, and that the fares and freight; 
shcu!cl be n•ducc,Ll. 2\'ow that this Govern­
rn·- nt ure in p:::rwcrJ they have raised the 
frrights and far;_, on two or three occa.slons 
a~ rnuclJ a:-3 40 per c-ent. on the carriage of 
en ttlc. 

The SECRETAHY FOH Rur.w,ns: Tlwy were 
t:ar:rirU at a, \oh pr0viously to benefit th{) 
Vt(•ultll~.' ~quattcr~. 

Mr. qc1'\N: When you were in Opposition 
.vcu .,alCl the fares and freights should be 
rf'duced, and now, when you are in po,vcr. 
you want to raise them. I could read 
<•xtracts from ,speeches of hon. members 
opposite wherP they repeatedly blamed the 
D<·nham Govf'rnm<ent for dear freights and 
fares. and now vou raise th<e freights and 
fa.res of evNybod'y. except in the suburbs of 
Brisbane, because, I suppose, there are a lot 
of votes there that you want. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Every 
"' burb affected by the fa.res is held by a 
I\ ationalist member. 

[Mr. Bayley. 

Mr. GC NI\: How is it that country people 
have their return tickets taken a way from 
them, when the city people have their. fares 
left as they were, and can get return tickets. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: How can _a 
man who is only going one w_ay have h1s 
return fare taken away from him? 

Mr. Gl:I\N: How is it you can get a 
return ticket to Southport or _Sandgate, and 
vet if you go the same distance rn th<J 
COl;ntrv ·you can only get a single ticket'! 
I have' 'neYer advocated a reduction of fares, 
but the occupants of th_e 'rreasu_r:y benches 
did so when they were m Opposition. 

Regarding t_he Financial Statement and 
the new taxatron which IS sure to be fore­
'hadowcd there, it will be yery awkward for 
business people, as, possibly, the taxation will 
be retrospective. Of course you ma~e. your 
ofllaries retrospective; there is no difhculty 
u,bout financing that; and I suppose that 
when it comes to taxation, that will have to 
be retrospective aL,;,o in regard to thost 
salaries. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS interjoetcd. 

Ylr. Gt:XI\: You can ask the Trea.sury 
Department about that. I am not gorng to 
s>tv what I hHve done. I have repeatedly 
asked qllestions and got nothing but eva'!VC 
rep]iP. if it is a matter of an awkward 
que~tion. :\ot so long ago I asked. how 
m any special consta_bles wer~ swor_n Ill a~ 
Towmvillc• at the bme of the strrke, and 
"·as told thttt the information would be g-Iv~n 
•.dwn the Financial Statement was tablca; 
ancl now \YC find that won't be tb1s yea:L 
\Yhnt i' the' good of an answ?r like that Y 
[ understand that seventy specral constables 
were sworn in at 'To,vnsyille, and the u1uonB 
were ven wrath about it, and asked that 
they be I:,cc:dlecl. \Vhat happened I do uut 

knOv1. 
Another thing: The GoYcrnn1ent_ a1~c print,­

ing and i2-suing pa1nphlets on somahsm and 
other "istn::-:." \Ye know somebody has to bf;· 
paid for that. Questions have been asl<cd here 
und in the other House as to what mone:vs 
\YCl'P pai·d to a certain gentlen1an, an0 )J1 

I'Yer"· case an evasive ans\ver has been gnrCI'i. 
T wOuld not like to mention the hon. gentle­
;nan'.::; ncttnE"', aB he is an opponent _of n1inc_, 
but th<•rc are other gentlemen besidPB who 
han' b<>en gd'ing paid by the Goverm:;Iellt, 
and we ca.n find no rt)Cord of It 1n the House 
at all. 

1\~o\Y the F0deraJ elections are con1ing on 
the GO\·crnment want to c Jmoufiage every· 
thing· f!:O down South and tell the people 
how thc~y f<>el the people of Queensland on 
cheap meat. how they financed the State. and 
blow about all they have done. but they do 
not want to get our criticism on the financial 
as;1cct into "Hansard" for fear that It might 
bo circulated down South and do them InJury. 

At the present time we arc at a gr~a.t 
disadvantage in not havmg the Fmancml 
Statement but still we are able to g1ve 
son1c criti~isn1s on the information disclo~ed 
bv the Auditor-General. The followmg 
article eppean'd in the Brisbane "Tde­
graph" of 1st October:-

"FRENZIED FINA~CE. 

" HOW THE :uOKEY GOES. 

"Points by the Auditor-General. 
" It is obvious-if the financial 

stabilitv of the State is to be maintained 
-that the gravity of the present situalic,n 
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and the risk in regard to the future call 
for thoughtful reflection. 

"Coml?arcd with 19~4-15, the last year 
of the L1~1eral Admimstration, there has 
been a~ mcrease of 5.6 per cent. in the 
population, of 30,7 per oont. in the 
revenu~, and of 33.2 per cent. in the 
expend1ture. Taxation increased by 
190.5 r;er c"nt. The revenue from rail­
v.ays mcre:xsed by 5.04 per cent., an<l 
the expend1turo by 53.5 per cont. 

"The deficit last year was £171,988, 
but ha,d a sum of £313,507 received from 
mcreascd land ~ax and income tax been 
appl~ed to the liquidation of the previous 
vear s deflc:1t, a~ was promised bv Mr. 
Theodore m h1s Financial Stat~ment 
the amount would have been £485 495 "' 

The SJ_CCRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I s:<p)l;Jse 
the prevwus year's dencit wouid haw• be<:'n 
as b1g as it \Vas? 

. Mr. GV;"-;K: If you only g·ot the monev 
'ou expe<Oted to recen·e. the deficit would 
have heen very much greater than it was 
but . the Government wore fortunate ;~ 
rec~1;nng a n1urh larger rCY0nue than was 

. nnhc1pated. This next year, on account 0 f 
the drought-a very serious drought-it is 
doubtful whether the Gcn'orni1Wnt will rret a 
su!plus, but the Treasurer does not see~ to 
mmd. He IS lavishing his money about ;ust 
as thoug,h there was no drourrht on at 'all 
llf' :vaGtcs puh)ic n1oney in ;;anY ways-i~ 
putting up a l~rne pu1Yeris{~r in ~lV district 
to rornpetP ·w1th priYatc pulvcriS(•rs, nncl 
then they cannot produce as rrocd an article 
as prn~~ltc enterprise. b -

:\1r. BHEX:-fAN: Yes; and cheaper, too. 

Mr. Gt::'\)1: It is a strange thing that 
the people Ill my electorate rcfu ·Cd to buv 
1t. Hc're are ~amplce of the private article 
n,nd s~mpl0s of .t,he Government article. Th~ 
C-o' c~ nmc-nt e_v:{_tently cannot pulverise lime. 
One IS c. fernhscr, and the other isc a road 
metal. The '' Telegraph" continues--

,. Sinrf' th~ present Government has 
been nLlnagmg tho finances. it has 
accu'!mlatNl deficits totalling £834.933, 
and 1t has _had a record revenue in every 
year that It has been in o.ffice. · 

" ThP biggpst revenue received hv a 
past GovcJ~nment was in 1914-15, ·the 
amount lwmg £7.202.658. Lust year's 
revenue wus £9,415,543. In five 'years 
the Labour Government has handled 
increases in the reYenuc totalling 
£2.212,885." ' 

\Vith all that increase-d Tl'venul', what better 
off are V?{~ to.-day? rr~e raihvays are behind, 
and 0vcrytJung else 1' hehind. The othec 
da~- I wu~ 'tanding on the Tallwood plut­
forn1 Vi·a1t1ng for a n11xed train to conte in. 
and 011(' passe~ger 1-vaiting for that train 
was Yery . anxious. that it should arrive. 
After a wlule he sa<d, "Oh, hero she comes." 
Son1.eun; ,asked, " I-Io\v do you know she is 
commg. , Th~;' he renlied, " Hme is the 
engtne~r s dog. rr:he engineer's dog v,£ 5 

travellmp; 2 or 3 miles ahead of the train 
(Laug.htor.) The article continues- · 

"Tho Commonwealth paid to the State 
l~~t year more than it paid in anv year 
511we 1909-10. - ' 

"The Government, reduced the d0bit 
balance of the Trust Funds from 
£1,216,027 to £216,027 by placing 
£1,000,000 of Savings Bank mon<>y on 
deposit with the Treasury." 

Thcv robbed the people's savings m order 
to scjuare their acmunts. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We prefer 
to tax the rich eooner than rob the poor. 

Mr. GUNN: The " Telegraph" continues-
" The unforeseen expenditure in 1918-19 

was £1,046,475, another record for the 
State. A sum of £616.286 came from 
rhe Loan Funds. , 

"' Th~ cash balances of the variotL< 
fcmds of the public .account shows a 
credit of £953,061, but if the £1,000,000 
uf Savings Bank money placed on 
deposit with the Treasury were included, 
there would be a debit of £46.938. 

"There has been an im roas;, in tlH' 
loan indebtedness in ten yeam of 
£21.305,054, the interest bill i'ncrcasin).( 
lr• £922,416. The interest bill hht :;ear 
w'as £2,557,686. 

'( O"ving to industrial trouL]es, thP 
State has been called upon to groatl~­
increas(' its expenditure on relief. Tlte 
Auditor-General points out that during 
;a:-r y(·ar the expenditure grew oat vf a.ll 
proportions.'' 

V\.,..f! were to1d wh0n thi:; Goy._•rnmv;.lt cantc 
into power that there would :w :-o Jnuch 
work and so rrntch indnstn;, and en~rything; 
would b'' so scientiticnlly ~nanagecl that we 
would have no unemployn1ont nnd .no strike''· 
\\'c' \Youlcl }wye sympath0tic judg"<''i and :ell 
those things, and yet we have haJ. JJlUI'•' 

strik(•S and more- unernp1oyment than an~. 
other Governtnent ever had in Qw_•en:dancl. 
ThP "'Telegraph'' continues--

" The distre'S that is rife ;, indicate•l 
l>v the fact that, for the month of .June, 
tl1e State butchers' shops in the nwtro­
polit._::,_n area issued beef to the \·aluc of 
£135 per "-cc k. 

.. Thf' \Varra State Coahnirw. \\hlch 
110\Y ha~ hPPn abandonc·d. r·.·· ·t fbf' State· 
£47.453'' 

Then, the " little red book," in connection 
with thC' ·V\7.arra coalrnine, says---

,, In the South, the Gon·rnmont some 
time ago purchased a rninc at \Yarra. 
to the w<·st of Dallw. \Y:1cn taken over 
hy the State, this 'rnine --waG !u but- a 
partially dC\·eloped condition .. und tlw 
nutnagcmcnt has had tc :-i1nk son1e 
hundreds of feet fnrther. The output 
will be large, ~nd the n;•ecls of th~ 
south-wcetern ra1l·waYs -...nl1 bP seryed. 
Iuure econon1jca1ly th~n could have been 
{_lone from an ..... · other m]nc llO\V produc­
inrr. The proi)ertv was acquired on 23rd 
n.':ccmber. 1915, 'for a sum of £4,000. 
PrcYious to that date the Ccmmissioner 
for Railwavs had reported that a result 
of nurchas[ng the propert~- would ~e n. 
saving in proposed capital f'xpendJtnre 
at Chinchilla of prCJbabl·; £19,818, 
too·ether with a saving of £28,000 lll the 
release of eight engines, these two su1ns 
representing an intNest charge of £1.912 
pel' annurn. A further resultant saving· 
wc,uld CJ<, £469 per annum in wag·es. 
The Commissioner calculated that a 
reduction in capital outlay of £47,818, 
as well as a Baving of £2.381 per annum 
in revenue expenditure, ·v:ould bP 
effected through coalin" from the main 
line at vVarra. T,he dcpartnJOilt'S 
domands there amounted to 500 tons of 
coal per week, and the Commissioner 
suggeoted that tho State should take 

Mr. Gu·•n.J 
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o,·er th0 \\Tc_nra rnine, toge'thPr \vlth it5 
conl-lJeurlng area. Before the p:.xrchv_..,.-. 
the l'reviuus o;vncrs of the property had 
>'Upplied 3,487 tons of coal to the Rail­
\\ ,n· Department with n1ost satisfa-ctur 
rcsi1lb." -

Tht• thing };a~ turned out a failu:~C', and \V,' 

ha Ye Jo,: £47.000 over it: but tlv:; prim 
pamphlet' on tho other side of the world ;n 
\\ hl{'h tht'·y ~ay this coal yenture has turned 
DU1 a _great ~uecesB, and one reason thPv 
gan• to the British electors to vcte for tlt-;, 
Labour \vas ht~autJ0 of the gr1.:!:tt 
suc-ces- tile '\:Varra coalmine. 

11r. ::\1Ac.n~TNEY. And the ]ate Premier 
supported tlw state1n0nt-s. 

:!'.Ir. GT7~N: The late Preu1ier \V!~llt into 
tbe box in London and swol'(-'! thrJ t thPy had 
1nacle a J!rofit out of tho State eoabnin•'. 

The SECRE1.\RY FOR RAIL\VAYS: Did Le 
i'\Yt'ar that thl•:· n1c.vdo a prcflt \\ 1h~tl they 
nwdp <'t lo.:;s ;~ 

.:\1r. ::V1A-~'1HNEY: II(' swore thC>y V.L'r{: 
suppl:ving cr,J to the departJne-nt. 

Thf' Sn __ :HE1'.\RY FOR RATLW\'\;S: 1-Tc lq_::pr 

into the box and swore somethiniT that was 
not. true~- ":l 

lie went intn the b/J\: dnrl. 
v.-ith reg-ard to the 

of coahriur·,. \Yhirh would lead 
to lJclic·•--e t1w.l-- tb, .... ~ \vcre 1naking 
and h ·were 1naking big; prollts :in 
t~1c {·on industry in Que ~l'';,J ) nci. 
1hcn. \-·,--c '\Verc told tlwt 1 r:Py ·,.·(·re 
fi .. ::hi~Jg tra,r lor down the bav. and 
that tht'y fN·ding the peot)lo of 
Br.l!:J)nJH' •· H~l ~~dn1on at an extrerneh· low 
pr1c0, Q wi \Yith ~.0n1c othpr fish-- I think it 
•xas herring:-1. Here is .an 0xtract from u 
London pr>-:< ;d1u:d on the quc-LiDn. 

Tl1e SECRETAnY FOH RAlL\VAYS: \Yhat is the 
pcric·di{ ul :· GJ;--(' us alJ tlu~ lnfo~u1ation. 

. :\1r. GGN::\1 :_I have no time to give all the 
Inforn:anon .. H,. appeared in s0vcr~l paper~. 
aud I F-tl\Y It 111 a dodg·r•r tlwt \\'1:1 :'il~I~t 
round at ek'ction tirne. rrhi;-; IVIper ~· :,vs ---

.. A TReE FAIRY TALE OF Frsn. 

;, The:-"' built 6tcanl trawlers, and 
<'quippHl them with up-to-date appli­
an~c.'. To-day-they catch fish in their 
O\vn St.:nr-o\vnPd stean1 travders~anJ. 
sell it in State fish shops. and thPy havf' 
;~cen )'ble to reduce the retail price of 
~1sh 6o per cent. Saln1on 1s now sold at 
3d. per lb. 

(Laughter.! 

"T'hc fi~h. Jike 1neat. i3 obt:1incd and 
distributed for the use of the' pcoplo. 
and nut to tnake a profit for idiP share-­
holders." 

Then there is a lot about State hotels. 

The lwll indicated that the hon. nwmbcr'c 
tin1c had expired. 

~At 10 o'c'oc\: p.m .. 
The CF.~ LL~\L;.~; n"~Unl€'d the chair. 
:\11-. SI7.BR (_Tundah): I wish to add mv 

prot('st againRt the House adjou rnino· wit.h­
fJllt any <lefini:-: __ , assurance with rcgarl to thE' 
Fi.nanC'inl St~tc•rncnt. Perhaps. as the Pre­
'';-"'l' l:,« ~sm-d, the mere tabling of the 
}_tnaJicta.l . 8t.a~\~n1ent Will not alter the posi­
tiOn, but 1t w1l1 let us know how the Gm·ern­
ment intecd to meet their defic't. \Y" a"" 
~trongly of opinion that additional tnxativ11 
of <l co1ns:3a 1 nature will be announced, and 
that 0n that account the Financial Statement 

[Mr. (-Junn. 

is being hold over for a few \vccks, in order 
that it m~ty help Mr. Ryan in hif' hopeless 
fight. Thtat gPntlernan is accusing the Coin-­
monwcelth Govermncnt of recklessness and 
incornpet~ncy, and inforn1ation with regard 
to the financial position is being kept 
back which woul-d prove his own defects in 
that direction. It is only one of the rnanv 
tri<:ks to ·which we have become accustomed 
from the ]at<? Premier. In addition, I object 
strongly to this Yotc being passe-d to-night, 
because W·P cannot place any reliance on any 
statement which comc·c from the other side. 
Last year, c0rtain taxation proposal;;; wore 
passed throug-h the Cham her on the distinct 
understanding that the proceeds would be 
LtSc>d to liquidate last year's deficit, but that 
has neYer been done. \Vhv has the I'remic'r 
brok 'll hi~ prc__nisc in that respc<'t: 

Then. vvith regard to giving uotico of ques-­
tions. \\Then wo ask que~tions which wo arP 
entitled to ask, lse get no satisfaction. If 
there is anything in our contentions, why 
does the GoYernment not come forward 
straightforwardly and answer the questions. 
The return asked for by myself as to fees 
paid to the Ho11. Randolph Be-dford has not 
bo '11 tabled. It doe' not eom·ern me whether 
Randolph Bedford got £100 or £1,000, but 
as represPntatiYe of an in1portant con­
stitucnc.- I am entitled, and the House is 
cntitlccf to g-et the information. \Vhen that 
inforrnation is "\vithh"ld, wo can onlv co1ne 
to tbc conclusion that the GoYernmm!t have 
~omcthing dishonest to hide, othor1vis0 thoy 
would he prepared to giYc the information 
to the House. \Y c are forced to the con­
f'h'i~ion that that genth~n1an, and others 
\vhorn we could mention, have got smnething 
to which they arp not t>ntitlcd, and the· 
Governn1ent arc net \villing to allay that 
::;,uspicion. 

TlH' SECRET.\RY FOR RAILWAYS: You arc in 
a \-- __ r.y unkind humour to-night . 

Mr. SIZER: I intend to give facts. The 
hon. gentleman Yoted ag-ainst that informa­
tion being giYen, and I am inclined to think 
that before this Parliament is over he will 
somewhat regret that he so Yoted on that 
occasion. He will be reminded on many 
occa5ions that he voted against giving that 
ir--formation. 

Another reason why I object to this Appro­
priation Bill going through is bccanso we 
have had a record r-eYelme. Despite the hon. 
gentleman',; pamphlet, which c-alled attention 
h the appalling deficits of the Liberal 
GoverntrH?nt.-; in fifty-five years, and stated 
that theY had built up a national -debt of 
£52,000,0JO in that time. hon. gentlemen 
O[Jpositc, in their short career, ha\ e raised 
rbat debt up to £61,798.164. Compared with 
the fiftv-fiye vcars' record of the Liberal 
Goycrun1cnts. ~\-here does the hon. gentlcn1an 
~tand '[ 1-Ic ~tands in the noose vd1ich hP 
tri-ed to put round other people's necks, and 
at the next opportunity the people will pull 
rhc rope, and the sooner the better. The 
Au-ditor-General. in his report, stat-es that 
from 1914 to date the population has 
i nc:-eascd b;v 5.6 per cont., dw revennC' 
has increased by 30.7 per cent., and tht~ 
expenditure has inC'reasced by 33.2 pcr cent. 
In vie\v of tho~t' J·!gures, is there not somu 
tangible roason for our kn<Jwing 1.-vherc the 
rnoney is coming fron1 in the future, n nd 
hov.r it is going to be spent. The receipts 
from taxation from 1914 to the present time 
have incrcased by 190.5 per cent. \V c are 
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dangerously near to the limit of taxation, 
and ",, want to know what lies ahead of us. 
In 1914 the Secretary for Railways was work­
rng out almost to the last fraction how much 
a famil) would have to pay with regard to 
the interest on the public debt. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Was it 
{?f)ri'' r;t? 

:\Ir. SIZER: Probably it was correct at 
tL0 tirne, and if it was an argurnent then, 
ho,,....-; rnuch rnorc is it nov;.r, as the increase 
in the public debt has boon 29.5 per cent. I 
ha\•c not worked out how much per head of 
tiH' population it amounts to, but when hon. 
gentlr>nrcn opposite carno in the direct taxa­
tion per head was £1 Ss., and now it is £4 
10s. Tho expenditure on the railwa:p ha' 
incrc·a.,ed by a modest 53.5 por cent. In view 
of those facts, the absence of a Financial 
Statrcmcnt. and the desire for a further 
_\ppropriation Bill for £2,250,000. calls for 
strPnuous opposition from rncmbers on this 
side. I would not mind giving an appropria­
tioi~ to a scrupulously honest G'overnmont. 
but when we see the political tricks which the 
GDvernment arc prepared to perpetra tc upon 
the people--

The CHAIR:VlAX: Order ! Order ' 

l\lr. SIZER: I am going to lead up to 
the point aB to why I object to this money 
bceing appropriatced. \Ve know that the 
consolidat~d revenue is contributed to by all 
cias.' •s of the people, irrespective of politic"] 
LJ~our, and it has always been rcrogniseLi 
ti,a t political parties should not be subsidise•] 

a Government. The Auditor-Genera.! 
attention to a modest item of £100 

which was yoted by the Gov.prnrncnt as a 
f n:e gift to a sol djers' political organisation. 
At a recent meeting the Government were 
thanked for a further £1,000. which mak''' 
£ l.lCO. \Ve have miscellaneous ite•ns run· 
n ing into thousands of pounds, and I wou!d 
not like to say how much of that money thie 
political organisation got. In vH·w (A the 
approaching election, I am inclined to think 
that the Government would not stop at 
giYing any au1ounts to political organi::;ation:=; 
in order to make their position secUJ'<'. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Do you want 
U' to give them 'var bonds? 

Jl.h. SIZER: In connection with adver­
t,;_,;Jl<;" the State that is all right in its way, 
but I do not agree with political advertising 
when the State 1-.avc to pay for it. Adver­
t:.,]ng the political part,y in power is a 
''"tinet abnse of the advertising departncents 

the State and a dishonest act politically. 
·we know that the Government voted a lare;<> 
, .. m to thctt purpose, and on looking up the 
n~;anthorisC'd expenditure I fm.d there is a 

of £3,81)0 for advertising the State. Pro­
th:;t is for some of the political 

' rtic!cs paid for in the South, and also in 
'(~ ·--• , nsland. 

SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \Yhat good 
an article do us in the South? 

;,h. SIZER: You paid a man to write 
th '"' and people to circulate them. Look 
<JJ the amount expended with r£'gard to 
soldi ··~ during last year. This is a 1natter 
wiJich ha puzzled me. Last vear we voted 
£ ~0.000 for returned soldiers,' and we also 

£15.000 for maimed sol-dier•. The 
.expenditure fron1 revenue last vea.1· 

wrrs £47,825 and £10.000 on unauthot:ised 

expenditure which accounts for the vote of 
last vear. Then there was £15,000 for 
ma.im.cd soldiers, which, with the £15,000 
voted last year made £30,000, but only £2,616 
of that rr.oney was spent. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS; You are 
wrong. All that money has been handed over 
to trustee •. 

~fr. SIZER: I am not wrong, as only 
£2.616 has been spent. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The Govern­
ment sp~nt every shilling. The trustees d1d 
not spend it. 

l\:Ir. SIZER: I got these figures fror;> the 
Auditor-General'& report. I agree that 1t has 
been handed over to trustees, but only £2,616 
ha·• been spent. On 16th May last Mr. 
Robilliard, Secretary of the Soldiers' Labour 
League, and a public servant-I do not blame 
him for thet, because I _suppose he accepted 
e. position carrying a htghor salary---

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is v~ry 
unjust. He was secretary of the Imponal 
Lcagne. 

Mr. SIZER : He said in forming: the 
Labour League that he had the authonty of 
the Acting Premier to announce that the 
sum of £30,000 had been sot aside to augmer:t 
that £15.000 to assist the soldiers and th(llr 
dcpcndents. Whore is that money? . I ba':e 
sr>archccl through the Aud1tor-Gen?ral s 
report. but I cannot find it. !'he only '!'fer­
once is that that money 1s m the mamced 
and wounded ·oldiers' fund, only :£2,616 
of which has boon spent. I would hke ~,0 
know from the Government was Mr. Robl•­
liard rirrht when he said, on 16th May, that 
he had the authority of the Acting Premier 
to say that £30,000 had been set asid?. If so, 
wher.e has that money gone? Was 1t only a 
matter of camouflage, or _was it really t~e 
money voted by last Parhament? Tjtat IS 
the reason why we have no confidence m t~e 
Government in their endeavour to get this 
Appropriation Bill throuf!h at th,e. present 
moment. In connect10n w1th adverclsmg, W!" 
are paying for advertising to sp_read peJOm­
cious doctrines and downright deliberate hes. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! Order ! 

;\Ir. SIZER: It is distributed to influence 
the opinion of people overseas and members 
who happen to belong to the san:e party as 
h011. members opposite. Here is ': sample of 
what Mr. Campbqll, late orgamser. of the 
Labour party in \Vestern Austraha, has 
written-

" Rvan Government has opened up 
State' iron mines and built largo State 
iron and steel smelting works. Both have 
turned out a success. The rolhng-stock 
for the State railwav; is now manufac­
tured in State foundries. as well as 
rnost up-to-date agricultural implements. 
The Ryan Government has est:tblished n. 
State line of steamships to trade around 
the coast of Queensland .. State oil w~lls 
have br><ln opened up. State ehJllmg 
works and State freezing works have been 
establishPd. State printing works were 
established two years ago." 

Where are the iron and steel works? That 
is the stuff the people of Queensland are 
paving to circulate. It is copied from the r:ed 
1-JDOk, ;. Socialisn1 at \York,'' a wor_k vvhH:h 
contain-; nothing· hut a tissue of lws fr:~Hl~ 
beginning io end. That is the interprctat1on 

Mr. Siu-r.] 
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plac-ed upon it overstas. Thefle dodgers are 
<listributed in England by millions and they 
v.ill lw distributed in Australia during the 
m xt few weeks. To show that I object to 
the money being granted, I move-

" That the sum of £2.250.000 proposed 
to be voted be reduced by £1,000,000." 

Mr. BELL (Ji'a .•• ,ifern): I beg to S<)cond the 
amendment. Ever since this Government 
have been in power they have been spending 
money in a most reckless and heedless 
manner. The debt has been increased. 
although during the time the Government 
have been in power they have had an increas­
ing revenue. The revenue was increased by 
~0.7 per cent., and the expenditure was also 
mcreased by 30.3 per cent. The taxation in 
Queensland has almost doubled under this 
Government. The Government have neg­
lected my district in the matter of railways. 
The earthworks were started for one railway 
and the rails and sleepers were brought 
there. That work is lying there uncompleted 
and is not producing revenue. I am pleased 
to sec, some SQnse of shame has been left to 
the Gov.ernment, because they took away 
those rails and sleepers in the night time. 
They were too ashamed to take them awav 
in the daytime. I would like to know hO\;, 
t,he money iB going to be spent in running 
E>xpensive State enterprises. We have had 
exr1erience of the trawler in Queensland. I 
beh~ve t.hat the last catch of fish was not 
sufficient to pay for the coal consumed 
Freights and fares have been increased 0~ 
the people in the countn but not on the 
peoplQ living in the big' 'towns and cities. 
?'he Treasurer is seeking new modes of 
1mposmg taxatJon to make his GoYernment 
popular. It is like the conundrum. "What 
is the 'key to success?" with the, answer. 
"The key of someone else's money box .. " 
(Hear. hear 1 and laughte1·.) It is onlv a 
matte!· of time when th'l State will be b~nk­
rupt 1f we go on as we are going. If we 
reduce this vote by £1.000,000, it will mean 
£1,000,000 less to be taken from the ~avings 
Bank. \Ve are protpctmg the depositors of 
the Savings Bank to that extent. We don't 
trust the G<?vernment, as we do not know 
what they will do next. 

The PREMIER : I should like to say more 
c•spcc.ially in vi(;lw of the remarks m~de bv 
the hon. member who has just resumed h!s 

seat. that in supporting the 
[10.30 p.m.] amendment he is going to deprive 

the funds of the consolidated 
revenue to the extent of £1,000,000. which 
mean,s that the hospitals, the State c.hildren. 
th.; C~overnment employees must all suffer in 
consequence. 

Mr. BELL: Would not the £1,250,000 pay 
for that? 

The PREMIER : In two months; how 
could it" Neither would it pay anything 
towards the State children, the hospitals 
Dunwinh. or the asylums. One million pound~ 
c:ould be saved by a disastrous policy of that 
kind; and, if the Opposition stand. for that 
kind of thing, it is as well to let the public 
know it. If they do not stand for that then 
this amendment is only so much ·hm,nbug. 
If the Opposition were succQssful in passing 
the amendment, it would mean that we would 
have to cut the services down so as to be 
deprived 'of the use of £1,000,000 in two 
months. That is th.; position. 

[Mr. Sizer. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I think the benefit~> 
to be obtained from the amendment moved 
bv the hon. member for Nundah. and seconded 
b~- the hon. member for Fassifern, are well 
v~orth the moving of the motion. It is desir­
able that we should understand exactly where 
we are, and the hon. the Premier is not going 
to frighten us by suggesting that the public 
servants are going to suffer, or t.hat we are 
going to suffer bo doing our duty by the 
people of th<J country. We have a duty to 
do, and we are prepared to carry it out. 
(Hear, hear!) It is necessar.y to place some 
check upon this somewhat reckless and' 
extrayagant Government which is driving the 
State to the verge of destruction as quickly 
as they can without any regard to the pos­
sibility of relief at a later period. The hon. 
gentleman ref~rred earlier in the evening to 
the dates on which the Financial Statements 
have been offered to this House in recent 
years. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I remind the 
hem. member that the time allowed him under 
the Standing Orders for discussing the motion. 
has expir~d. I ask him to confine his remark;; 
to the amendment. 

::\lr. l\IACARTNEY: I have only to sav 
that that hon. gentleman challenged 'this sid'& 
in r0ga rd to the dates of the tabling of 
Financial Statements previously. In 1908 
the House met in :'Jovember, and the Fina>J· 
cial St nomen! wac tabled on the 7th Decem­
ber. In 1909 it met on the 2nd Novf'mb, 
nnd the Financial Statement was tabled on, 
tlw 18th 2\JoYember. During those' yea,"' 
g"f'nl'ral Plections took p1a<~o considerably after 
rhe beginning of the y(-:ar, and th(~ C~Jnee­
<-pwnC'e ''"as a i~te sitting, a-ided by the 
abQc11ce of :J.Ir. I\jdston on one occasion. l 
notier. according to this evening's "Te1e­
graph.1' that it is run1ourcd tha.t the Co­
vernrncnt are proposing to entertain the 
purcha:;;e of the Cit:v Electrir Light Conlp'lny. 
I do not know wh0ther there is am· truth 
in it <>r not. but I would tell hon. gentlemen 
that if w- rnakc usf' of those rumours jt is 
sirr1ply for the want, on the GovcrnnH_'nfs. 
part. of g-lviug us the inforn1ation Tvhieh 1v0 
ought to rccf'ive. 

The PHE:J.IIER: \Ye rannot give you infor­
mation about thin.gs we knew nothing about. 

:\fr. :VL\CART:\'EY: I take it that the 
··Telegraph" is not likely to print a rumour 
of that ~ort unless there is son1ething in it. 
It is a c<:sP of "\Yhcre there is smoke there 
;, firr•." However. if there is anythinl' in 
it. it means a Yery, very large purchase, 
price; it may only bt' paid for by paper, 
but. ncYerthclces, it will add to the country's 
clebt. It is also rumoured--

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. 
member i.3 not discussing the amendment. 

:\fr. MACARTNEY: That the Govern­
ment intend to purchase the American meat­
works--

Tlw CHAIRMAN: Order ! Order! 

:\1r. l\1ACARTNEY: We are voting- for 
the purpose of Trust Funds a large sum of 
monev. £250,000 of which is to go to Trust 
Funds J.nd £600,000 to go to Loan Fund. I 
say that we should oppose that vote, if only 
to put a check on the Government against 
these undertakings by which they are going 
to endanger the financial stability of the 
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State to a great degree, and it is reasonable 
to expect that we should do all we po~sibly 
<~<Hl to restrain such action. 

The PRE}IIER: Have you not heard a 
rumour that we intend to purchase the 
Orient lino of steamers'? (Laughter.) 

Mt'. :V1ACARTNEY: Ko. I am confining 
myself to tho'·e rumours which do not appear 
unlikely from the statements made in sup­
port of them. No one can realise what the 
Government may do without the authority of 
Parliament, after the purchases they have 
made during the past few years. Surely we 
mu'lt judge them by their past actions, and if 
thQse expenditures are contemplated, it is a 
positive danger to pile the debt on the 
shoulders of tho people. This morning we 
had a.n intimation that the Government have 
counnandecred all the meat supplies in 
Queensland. That, I take it is done in the 
intcrcsL of the State butche;·s' shops. which 
is ma:wgccl from the Trust Funds which are 
involved in the motion, the reduction of 
'\ hich is now being moved. That is a verv 
,"Drious matter. They have started these State 
butchers' shops under extraordinarY circun1-
,,11diH :'s-in the first instance at the expense 
of the Imperial Government and the troops 
'ervmg- abroad. T!><>y succeeded in getting 
an arrang.cmc•nt vv1th the moat co1npanies, 
uncle!' wluch they got the moat at 3~cl., 
whdc· they mcroased tho price to be paid bv 
tiw Imperial Government to 4~d- · 

The PnF.nrn:n: Do vou mean to sav that 
ct3 a result, tho Imperial GoYernmor1t paici 
r:wrc for the Queensland meat than for the 

South \Yaks rneat or ~ew Zealand 
meat? 

:VIr. MACARTNEY: I am not goino- into 
that question now. I am talking abo{;t the 
w.-,y m whiCh the·-e butchers· shoos were 
established, and pointing out that thev aro 
managed from Trust Funds, for which por­
tron of this vote Is required. The period of 
war has now disappeared. I understand 
peace is to be declared on Satul'clav and 
thrc·_ months after the declaration of 'peace 
the ,\gn~cn1ent bet·wecn the 1neat co1npanies 
anrl thr Government will have expired. I 
do not know whether the meat companies are 
behind thn proposition which the Govern­
ment make-that is, whether thev are in 
agrcetncnt vvith it or not-with ._{· viow to 
forcing the hands of the producer. It may 
nr may not be so. \Ve are not taken into 
the confidence of the Government. Reading 
between tho linos in the newspaper, I uncler­
,\ancl the Government are still in negotiation 
with the companies while this proclamation 
has been h,o]cl over the companies :tnd pro­
ducms alike. For tho purpose of making a 
succ<:'ss of the State butchers' shops, not only 
-did they make this special arrangement at 
the expanse of the Imperial Government-I 
think I might say the Imperial Gm·ernment 
'.:ore fleeced-but thev have taken from the 
Commonwealth Gover-;,mont a sum of £20,000 
a;; an alleged payment of storage, whieh they 
have never paid. 

\Ve find, now that the opportunity for 
fleecing the Imperial Government has dis­
appeared, that'an attempt is being made to 
browbeat the producers of this State by com­
mandeering-under the Sugar Acquisition 
Act of all Acts-all the meat supplies of the 
State. By doing a thing of that sort the 

Governme-nt are giving a shock to the com­
munity. What they can do to one line or 
business in Queensland they can do to 
another; they can do to the financial insti­
tutions, in the shape of forced loans or they 
can do in regard to the moneys in the 
Savings Bank; the·y can do it in regard to 
any other undertaking; and the time is com­
ing when the people who are engaged in 
enterprise, or who are prepared to engage 
in enterprise, will hesitate before they make 
any attempt to enter into any enterprise, or 
evon to carry on existing enterprise, with the 
result that stagnation, want of employment, 
and an exaggeration of the, unfortunate 
position which exists in Queensland to-day 
will be brought alxmt. 'l'here. again, the 
action the Government have talwn is going 
to be of very groat danger to a great 
industry. I suppose the moat industry is one 
of the greatest industries in Queensland to­
clav. It is ono that has been established after 
a gnat deal of trouble and care on tho part 
of the producers in days gone by, and it has 
improved beyond measure during the war, 
a.ncl it offers for the future a grmtt prospect. 
for the people of Queensland, bcsi dos offering 
that grc,at increase in production ·which is 
neccqsary to stabilise and sot matters right. 
That industry is going to bo penalised, what­
en;r thr nwaning of it is, and I say it is 
going to do irretrievable injury. It is going 
to rodu~c production no end, and it is going 
to bo a bad thing for Queensland. 

:\.1r. BRENNAN: Two pounds five shillings 
per cwt. is what they arc paying. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I do not know any­
thing about prices. The business of the 
State shops has bee·n started on a false basis, 
and the Government arc only meeting the 
position which was bound to arise in the 
course of time, and they arc endeavouring 
to do it at the expense of the producers of 
the State, and at tho expense of the State 
itGelf. It amounts to this: that for the sake 
of a sn1all section of the consumers -in tho 
towns and cities-because it is only a small 
section that ·derives any benefit from tho 
State shops-they are practically attacking 
the whole of the· producers of this State. 
At the present time everybody knows what 
the position of Queensland is. \Ve know it 
is in a state of clronght from one end to 
the other, and it is a matter of serious doubt 
as to whe-ther there will be a sufficiency of 
fat stock to scrvo evon the purpose of the 
Government. Nobody can say what will 
take place in the next two or three months, 
and in speaking of that we sec the doubtful 
position in which the Government State 
&tation speculation is in at the present 
moment. I understand, as it is stated in this 
afternoon's paper by lY1r. Austin, that they 
are feeling tbe position. It is admitted that 
the Government cattle have had to be 
removed from Dillalah Station for agistment, 
and it is onlv the other clay I ran against a 
man who passed through Dillalah Station 
within the last few wee!<·~. and I have been 
informed that the losses there have been a 
great deal heavier than anyone has any idea 
of. If this drought continues, it may mean 
a verv serious loss to the Governrncnt in th~ 
numb;,r of stock on those stations. \Ve have 
heard that the Government claim a profit on 
their State statiom. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hono 
membor is not dealing with the amendment. 

lJ.1 r. lJ.1 acartne)J'.] 
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Mr. MACARTNEY: The vote here is to 
<'·nable the Government to go further and 
further into the region of dangerous 
speculations. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The amend­
ment is to reduce the vote by £1,000,000. 

Thlr. MAf'ARTNEY: The amendment is 
to prevent the Government entering these 
-dangerous speculations. How they can say 
there is a definite profit on the State stations 
under the present conditions existing in 
Queensland I fail to understand, because at 
present it is impobsible to muster the cattle 
so as to give a definite and correct state­
ment as to the stock on the various stations. 
It e;m only be an assumption, after all, as 
to what stock am left on the stations, and 
we have to take the balance-sheet subject 
to any doubts that may remain on that par­
ticular srore. I do not want to take up an 
undue amount of time, but even if we had 
hours of time I do not think \ve could deal 
fully with all th0 questions that arise for 
discussion in connection with the position 
of Queensland to-day, and which would be 
discussed if the Financial Statement were 
b<efore the House before we should be called 
upon to vote for the Government one single 
penny extra. The hon. member for Car­
narvon and th8' hon. member for Nundah 
have called attention to the information that 
has been asked for in the form of questions 
for months past, and the answers that have 
been give•n from time to time are practically 
a refusal of information. W c are voting 
money on this oc.casion for the Department 
of Justice, as well as for other departments. 
There is a return which for years past has 
been tabled before the present date, and about 
which thNe can be no difficultv whatever 
in tnhlim;. \\·hich will be of u~B to members 
of this House, and that is the table relating 
to the fees paid to barristers and solicitors 
for the year ending 30th June last. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! Order ! 

J\ir. MACARTNEY: We are voting monev 
for the Department of .Justice, and we have 
not got the information which enables ns 
to say whether that expenditure is the correct 
thing or not. For years past it has been a 
question as to the amount of foes that have 
been drawn personally by the late leader of 
the Government. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Order ! 

Mr. MACARTNEY: We have not been 
able to get that information. 

ThE' CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I quit.e realise that it 
is an unpleasant subject. Nevertheless, the 
House is entitled to the information. 

'I'ho CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. 
rnPmbor would be quite in order in discuss­
ing th>tt onostion on the main resolution, but 
an amendment has been moved. The hon. 
mernher must obey my call to order in that 
regard. 

Mr. MACAR'I':'i"EY: I am going to make 
F):'': l''"HUl.rk~ a.pplicn blc to the anH'ndmf'nt 
!<,fore tho House. The ruestion before the 
.H 0llSP i" to red ne(' tlw vote bv £1.000.000. 
and the only thing is to all~w the hon. 
!1:0Htlernen to undcr·t.and all thP dan~ters that w., fear from the non-placing of the financial 
po,ition before the House and before the 
neople of the State. I am pointing out the 
information we havp not got which would 
ene b!C' us to intelligently dC'al with the 
financial position, and that is one of the 

Ufr. Macartney. 

matter;. that particularly refer to. 
complain that we have not got that infm- ·ll:l.­

tion which we ought to get. The rctunlh 
that han· been moved for and ordered by 
:his House havr> not been tabled. \\'e hec~r;J 
thf' Clerk thi~ afternoon reading a list of 
returns ordered bv tlw House ~,·hi eh hav' 
not been tabled and no reason whate•. " 
has been given for the non-tabling of t.ilf· 

information. A return has bef'n ordered 
in connection 'vith the number of prisoners 
who have been discharged from H's 
:Majesty's prisons during the last three 
or four years. Rightly or wrongly, the 
people of this State have come to the conchr­
sion that a great liberty has been taken by 
the Government in connection with the exer­
cise of the powers of mercy without any 
reasonable jusi.ification, without due consider­
ation of the case, and without obtaining those 
reports which it has been usual to obtain 
from th<' judiciary of the country, and t}J{, 
country is anxious to have that information 
in order to judge of the GovernmC'nt's 
administration and as to whether it is a 
right thing that we should vote moneys which 
the Government are asking for on this 
occasion. I say that the Government. by 
rcfusjng to giY{' that infonnation, are ju~tif:­
ing the accumulation of suspicion which has 
been gaining from day to day in the minds 
of the people of rnaladministration of some 
of the most important affairs of this State. 
The late Preu: ier has announced in the 
South t.hat he has given up the most lucrative 
of positions for the purpose of going into 
Federal politics. Ho is posing there as a 
patriot who is suffering in pocket for the 
interests of his country. 

Tho CHAIRMA~: Order! Order! 

Mr. J\IACART="i"EY: We are trying to get 
the jnforn;ation 1Yhich will show us--

The CHAIRMA~ : Order! I must impress 
on the hon. member that he must deal with 
the amendment. 

::\Ir. MAC \RT~EY: I think I have a 
perfect right to refer to the absence of that 
retnrn which has beou ordered bv this House, 
which ought to haYe been tabled months ago. 

The CHAIR::\1AN: Order ! The hon. 
n1err1bcr nHlJ sho1v cRuse for reducjng tbe­
YOto to the extant of £1,000,000. 

:\lr. MAC.\RT:'-JEY: The object of reduc­
ing the vote by £1.000,000 is to check the 
Uovcrnment until such time as thev do that 
which is their obvious duty, in giv.ing infor­
mation to this House and to the country. 

The PHE>IIER: It is purely an obstru~tive 
au:endment. 

::\lr. J\lACARTJ\'EY: The hon. gentleman 
may call it what he will, but it is a course 
of action which the hon. gentleman has 
broug·ht about. The House met on 2nd 
August, quite c:trl:y in the year. We might 
have had the Estimates dealt with; we might 
have been out of this House by this time, 
r,nd all the ordinarv business of Parliament 
havo boon complete"d. But the hon. gentle­
man dawdled with the business of Parliame·1t 
during the early portion of the session; he 
has failed to table the Financial Statement; 
h" has failed to table the Estimates. Conse­
quently we have not been able to go into 
those matters in the way in which we ought, 
n nd wo have to take the best means at our 
disposal for the purpose of dealing with 
them. I am endeavouring to deal with them 
a& fully as I can, and with as much respect 
to the position which you, Mr. Bertram, 
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occ.:upy, as I possibly can~ because I realise 
that vou have boon fair to us. I realise that 
vou fwxe not unfairly presse-d the Standing 
0PdPrs against ns, and I beli0ve vou will 
tak(' a fair v-ic'v of things and gi\re us at 
1Pa"'t a fair show under a1l the circumstancL·B. 
IJavi11g that feeling in the matter. I do not 
\vish b:v any :n0ans to trespass on the 
priYilege you extend to n1e, or take any 
adYcwtage of it beyond a legitimate advan­
tage. I think if there is anv trouble about 
this matter tho hon. gentleman can accept 
the fullest responsibility himself. Another 
matter I would like some information about 
is this: Tho hon. member for Nundah 
referred to the soldiers' vote in moving this 
amendment. Ho referred to a very large 
sum of money that has been passed over to 
truotoes, which has been voted dnring the 
last session or two of Parliament. I sa'" it 
is a most important thing that we should 
have the Estimates on the table in order to 
show \Yhat the intentions of the Government 
are iu regard to the soldier>l fDr the future. 
If the Estimates go over, as they are likely 
to do, until after the Federal ~lection, the 
Government can do ju,t what they like. I 
:-av WP are entitlod to all inforn1ation with 
rpgard to propose·d taxation. if there is goln~ 
t.o ho an increase of railwa>.' fares and 
freig·hts. the moneys that are' going to be 
]Jfovidod for main roads-if there is anything 
s0rious in that position. \Ve are entitled to 
,J]l information as to what the Government 
arc prepared to do in connection with the 
~oldicrs' scttle1nent, apart from what the 
Commonwealth provides, and what they are 
prepared to do for 1naimcd soldiers, seeing 
that they arc taking a consi·derable amount 
<Jf credit and doa1ing in a. manner that ca.n 
hardly be said to be legitimate amongst the 
returned soldiers. 

Mr. VOWLES: I wish to take the oppor­
tunit.v of supporting this amendment. Also, 
I would like to take exception to the 
sirttonwnt of the Premier that it is an 
obstmctivc amendment. In the past, when 
hou. gentlemen now on the Treasury benche' 
were sitting in Opposition, they always 
brought forward a frivolous amendment for 
a reduction of the vote by £1. When an 
hon. member brings forward a frivolous 
amendment like that, we know thoro is no 
business in it-it is only for the sake of talk; 
but \Yhen we have moved the reduction of 
a huge sum of money, such as £1,000.000, it 
~aYours of business right away. For the 
Pn'mier to contend that it is going to intcr­
ft-re \vith thC' salaries of public servants is all 
bunkum; or tho people in Dunwich, or any 
other place. The fact is, it is going to limit 
thr ti HH1 that the Governrnent wdl have fund~. 
e"nd will compel them to come back to the 
House to get further Supply at a sooner 
date than they otherwise "ould have to do. 
That is the only effect of it. There will be 
no shortag·e of money; there will be sufficient 
to go round for a month. It is our desire, 
too, that it should be so, because we should 
not be asked for Supply at the present time. 
We should be sitting here carrying out the 
functions of Parliament, discussing legisla­
tion, waiting for and dealing with this 
Financial Statement-this bone of conten­
tion which, I presume, will have all the 
information that we are seeking. 

Mr. BRENNAN: Don't vou think the Federal 
elections arc important? 

Mr. VOWLES: I think thev may be 
important to the Federal people." The:, are 

jn1porrant tD nw~_nbt1rs of Parliament. ~o 
much w that we will all record our votes. 
\Y0 might as well say that eYcry perwn in 
1lt-';::inc<::s on State election day should neglect 
hi"' husill(-~'s and go out on th~ ...,arnp of 
politics. 

l\lr. BRENXAX: So they do. 

Mr. VOWLES: I do not think thcv do. 
\Ve have been sent hare to transact the 
affairs of the State of Queemland, not to 
m<,:ss about with Federal politics. There 
would be no occasion for this to-night if we 
were doing our duty. Dealing \;cith this 
reduction. there are other matters to which I 
would like to refer. One of the reasons whv 
I think we should reduce the vote consider­
ably is th.at our experience has taught us 
that the Government are not to bo trusted 
with too much money. They arc like a little 
bm- who goes to a " show" for the first time, 
Lcing given 2s. 6d. when he is used to having 
only 6d. He goes mad. That is what hap­
pens with this Government when there is a 
little credit. They say, "Wo will have 
another surplus. We will put in £5,00{1 or 
£10,000 out of tho funds we have in hand 
and make another speculation." Unfor­
tunately those chickens are coming home to 
roost at the present time. The leader of the 
Opposition said he saw a gentleman who 
had been at Dillalah some three weeks ago. 
I came down with one on Tuesday morning 
w.hD had just come from' Dillalah, and he 
told mte the cattle there were dying whole­
sale. He was a man whose word I would 
take. He had no axe tD grind when he was 
giving me t.bat information. He told me 
further that if this drought continues another 
month, on this new station which the Govern­
ment have bought every hoof will die 
because they will not be able to take them 
away. T.he0- will simply perish there. That 
comes back to the questiDn of dealing in 
<:;tat.ions. For an object lesson, just 1ook at 
th~ purchase of Mount Hutton, and see what 
the Auditor-General says. Should we trust 
these people with so much money when we 
ha vc the experience of th<e past before us 
in this histDry of Mount Hutton Station? 
;vEr. Hardacre told us, on one occasion, that 
£35,000 was tho profit, while. Mr. Hunter. 
tlw lata hon. member for Maranoa, said 
that they had made a profit of £45,000; but 
the accounts showed that there was a loss 

on t.he transaction of something 
[11 p.m.] like £5,559. The Auditor-

General pDinted out how the 
figures were juggled in the Lands Depart­
nwnt in a~·'essing the value of the lease, 
which was valued at £1,100, with improve­
ments, two y(lars before the purchase. There 
wero a few years to run on the lease·, and they 
valued it, first of all, at £3.500, and they 
<'ventually put it in the books at £14,379. 
That faked entry was made. That amount 
of money was taken off the value of the 
stoc~<, eo· as to create a fictitious profit at the 
beginning, and put on the lease. and it was 
sanctioned bv the then Minister for Public 
Lands, Mr." Hunter. When the Lands 
Departmellt had to rQsume IVfount Hutton 
for the purpose of soldiers' settlement, the 
State Stations Commissioner said, "You have 
entered the value of thQ lease at £14,000 in 
your books, and when you resume it yon 
will have to give us credit for that amount." 
The Commio~ioner was doing that at the 
exncn~f', Jlot, of thP Lands Dopartnu~nt. but of 
thZ· return<'d A,o]diers who would tal::P up the 
land when it \VH~ thro\vn open for seleetion. 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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Ind<•ad of making a profit of £35,000 
or £45,000, as was first alleged, therE;) was a 
loss of something like £5,559, and only then 
by giving credit for som£ 700 head of cattle. 
In addition to that, the Government had to 
pay some £3,300 to Mcrrissey and Sons fer 
breach of contract. They und<;Jrtook, in a 
most nnbusinesslike way, to deliver a par­
ticular elass of stock which they had pur­
chased on a book muster, and that stock was 
not there after they had had the country 
thre~ months: I believe there were between 
2,000 and 3,000 head short. We are asked to 
believe that the Government is making huge 
profits in other directions in connection with 
tht:ir cftttle stations, but must we not be 
guided by the results of this one transaction 
which has been cleared up? If there have 
been losses in connection with that station, 
which is contiguous to Roma, there must b<: 
" great shortage of stock on stations further 
out. Yet we fmd the Government, w.hen 
somebody wanb; to put something on them 
in the shape of a station, as long as they 
can become big monopolists and control large 
numbers of cattle in Australia, prepared to 
do business. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Do you 
think the vendors of all these stations are 
vagabonds or rogues? 

Mr. VOWLES: Xo, I do not say so: but 
I know that you could ha vo purchased one 
~~t2.tion rr.uch cheaper from the mortgagees 
tha.n '.dmt :·on 11aid to the owner. The fact 
remn.ins that there ar<; shortages on these 
sta.tlons_ The 1nanagerncnt is not the same 
as it ,,-ollld bP. under a private flnn. Accord­
jng t() evidcncP given ln our courts in 
criminal cu·;;c,~, the Govcnnncnt is regarded 
''"' a fair mark. It seems to be held that yon 
are cntit1cd to steal from the Govennnent if 
..,-ou do not get C<',ught. "\\~~hen we know how 
nlf\ll,\' lHl'"tondists haYe gone to the Wa1l 
throuf(h bad >c,t'ons in tho west of Queens­
land. wh:; ohould we givl' mom)y to the 
UoYcrnrr;.r'nt to ('tH:ouragc thPnl to go lnto 
this wild spcenlation? The only 1vay vvc can 
pnt a c-heck upon them is by giving them 
l irnited rneans. There arc other reasons why 
WP ·:hould reducf' this \~ote. We have, during 
thi~ S(:ssion, elicited information of a remark­
able nature with reference to the Railway 
Department. We find by answers to questions 
that. tho effc>ct.ivc return per head in the 
department in 1914 was £102 lls. lld., 
wherPas. to-day it is reduced to £17 3s. 9d. 
The GoYernn1ent cannot Inanagc an institu­
tion lik0 the railways, which are regarded 
on all sides as being a dumping institution 
and in n: any casf~S a bene·~·olcnt institution. 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Do you 
sugp;est retrenchment? 

2\lr. VOWLES: I do not. I have answered 
that trap on many occasions. My sound 
business rcpl:r to it is that the whole thing 
needs reorganising. I do not say that vou 
should deprive any of the men of their 
wages, but if you have 25 per cent. of 
unnC'f'P'-'~ary n1en-some say 40 per cont.­
surely you conld put them on to work that 
is going to hP reproductive! 

The HmiE SECRETARY: How could vou with-
cut startinrr new enterprises? ' 

Mr. VOvVLES: Cannot vou start new 
\YOrk,.,? " 

lVIr. HARTLEY: You cannot. because the 
cost of material is 200 per. e<'nt. higher 
than it was. 

[Mr. Vowles. 

Mr. VOWLES : Could you not make roads 
for a start, clear prickly-pear, and improve 
the Government estate in many directions., I 
have always said that instead of having two 
men doing ono man's work you should put 
them on to doing something that is produc­
tive. Another outstanding feature is that 
according to Votes an? Proceedings, p"age 49, 
the 1mrr. her of men m the department has 
increased by 3,384 since 1914, although the 
trains are running nearly 1,400,000 miles 
less. C:an anvthing be more eloquent as to 
whether the department is over-staffed? 

Mr. HARTLEY: It is not ov~r-staffed. 

l\1r. VOIVLES: That is the first time I 
haYe h0ard that. Railway men will tell you 
that it is over-staffed by 25 per cent, I 
thmk they will admit that in the Industrial 
Court any day. 

Mr. HARTLEY: You want to put off the 
ftrernen and drivers. 

Mr. VOWLES: \Ye do not, but if this 
amount of money is expended, we ought to 
sec that we get an adequate return, 

Mr. HARTLEY: You cannot get that with 
inefficient engines. 

Mr. VOWLES : Why is our rolling-stock 
allowed to get into the deplorable condition 
in which it is to-day? How is it that 
tmins start late and do not come in to time? 
1\:ow South \Vales can run reasonablv to 
schedule, and Victoria can do the s1une. 
\Vhy, if we have the most up-to-date plant 
in the Southern hemispher£ at the Ipswich 
>hops, can we not expect to do something 
reasonable in that direction too 'I I will give 
two illustrations that occurred within tho 
last ftnv vveeks. I go first to the electorate 
of the Minieter for Lands. In Charleville 
the train was not in to tiuw, and the public 
~a\v an engiuo earning in_ alone. Thoy had 
started without sufficient coal, and had to 
go to CharJeville to get roal and then go 
hack for the train. A week later the sanw 
thing· happened ac regards water. Does that 
not make you wonde-r whether then' is not 
~·omf' question of oYertiHH~ '? \VhocYel' is 
responsible g-ets paid in anv case, whdher 
there is a delay or not. If "a man goes out 
without sufficient coal or water, should he 
not be penalised? Should he be paid over­
time? That sort of thing happened twice 
between Jondaryan and Ipswich, and the 
hon. membe,r for Aubigny was on both 
trains. It is a lamentable state of affairs 
to think that we can have sueh absent­
minded lot of individuals running our train 
scrYices. If a man can forget coal and '' aV_-'r 
he might forget something else. and run into 

station and carry away tlw gates and 
<'Yerything else, perhaps, be<'ause he is think· 
ing of his overtime or his rise. These things 
are no joke where human lives ar<;} at stake. 

Mr. GLEDSON: It is a peculiar thing that 
it is always the poor workman you attack. 

Mr. VO"VLES: Naturallv we must deal 
with the workman, because" he receives the 
monov. I have no doubt that the bosses the 
hon. "rnmnbPr refers to .are not irnn1aculate, 
hut I do not sec how they can be responsible 
in cases like that. I think it mnst be the 
experience of every member of the Opposi­
tion that we should curtail the vote in order 
that the Government will not hav,e the chance 
tD go in for any further "wild-cat" schemes. 

Amendment (Mr. Sizer'.;) put and negatived. 

Original question put and passed. 
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The House ,-esumed. The CHAIRMAN 
r~ported that the Committee had come to a 
resolution, and the Committee obtained leave 
t,o sit again to-111orrow. 

The n•,olution was received and agreed to 
h:: the House. 

\YAYS AND MEA)!S. 
REscniPTIOK oF Co~BIITTEE. 

The TREASCRER moved--
"' (a) Than towards making good the 

Supply granted to His Majesty on account 
for the service of the year 1919-1920, a 
further sum not <;:xceeding £1,400,000 be 
grante<:! out of the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund of Queensland, exclusive of the 
moneys standing to the credit of the Loan 
Fund Account. 

"(b) That towards making good the 
Supply grant~d to His Majesty on account 
for the service of the year 1919-1920, a 
further sum not exceeding £250,000 be 
granted from the Trust and Special 
Funds. 

·• (c) That towa.rds making good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty on account 
for the service of the year 1919-1920, a 
further sum' not exceeding £600,000 be 
granted from the moneys standing to the 
credit of the Loan Fund Account." 

Question pnt and passed. 

The l-Jou~c resumed. The CHAIRMAN 
nmorted that the Committee had come to 
c~i·tain resolutions, and the Committee 
obtained leave to sit again to-morrow. 

The resolutions were received and agreed 
to by the HouS<>. 

APPROPRIATION BILL, No. 3. 
FIRST AND SECO!>iD READING. 

On the motion of the TREASURER, a. 
Bill founded on the resolutions received from 
Committee of Ways and Means was intro­
duced and read a first and second time. 

COMMITTEE. 

(1}fr. Ber-tram, Maree, in the chair.) 

Clause 1-"Appropriation"-

Mr. MACARTNEY: Perhaps the Trea­
eurer can inform the Committee up to what 
_date the Supply now asked for will carry us. 

The TREASURER : It is impossible to 
mention the actual date, but I indicated on 
the motion for the suspension of the Standing 
Orders that the Supply asked for will carry 
us on till the mid-month pay in January. 
The Supply already gr<1nted will cover us till 
the middle of this month, and t-his Supply 
will carry us on for another two months. 

Clause put and passed. 

Clauses 2, 3, 4, and the preamble put and 
passed. 

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN 
reported the Bill without amendment. 

THIRD READING. 
The Bill was read a third time, passed, and 

ordered to be transmitted to the Council 
for their concurrence by message in the 
usual form. 

The House adjourned at half-past 11 o'clock 
p.m. 
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