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1108 Questions. [COUXCIL.] Popular Initiati~:e, Etc., Bill 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

THURSDAY, 30 OCTOBER, 1919. 

The PRESIDE';T (Hon. \V. Hamilton) took 
the cluir ut half-vaot 3 o'clock p.m. 

A l:DITOR-GT<:NJ<;RAL'S REPORTS. 

CENTRAL SUGAR MILLS, 

'l'he PHESIDENT announced the receipt 
fl'om thL Auditor-General of his report on tlw 
ac·ounts of the Central Sugar Mills under 
Gov,rnmPnt control and sclf-controHed mill' 
indebted to the Treasurer. 

Orde1 •cl to he printed. 

QlJESTIONS. 

SETTLDIF';T OF RETURNED SoLDIERS IN CooK· 
TOWN DISTRICT. 

Ho'. A. G. C. HAWTHOR?\ asked the 
St>tTBtnry for Mines-

'· In Yicw of its promieed efforts to 
sNtl returned soldiers on the land, will 
the Go,·ernment consider the advisabilitv 
of appointing a committee to report o;1 
the question of making available for 
settlement for soldiers t.ho groat area of 
good b~1Hl in the Cookto,vn district; such 
nonunittee to corL>S.ist of repr(;sentatives 
from the Derartments of Lands and Agri­
<·Llit.nre. Mr. Jones (the cotton expert). 
and . the ProtC'ctor of Aboriginals, the 
mq unws to be m a de on the following 
lines:-

1. The enitabilitv of such lands for 
rotton-growmg and the area thereof? 

2. The possibility of irrigation in 
ronncrt..ion therewith? 

3. The advantages of making the 
land available for soldier settlement 
with good prospects of success? 

4. Thn opportunity that will be 
afforded of offering easy and congenial 
occupation to the aboriginals in prefer­
ence to hiring them out to Japanese 
ancl otlwr employers iu the pearl-shell­
i "1' and other industries, and thus 
ondea vour to arrest the extinction of 
the native race? 

5. T.~w providing of an 
tr!)picaJ prodi1ct to sugar 
~iYing largo returns?" 

aitcrnatc 
and one 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
A .. ] . ,J ones) replied-

" For the hon. gentleman's informa­
tion l would say that the Land SettlP· 
ment Committee, which was appointed 
b_,. the present Government for the pur­
JXH' of promoting the settlement of 
r:·tnrncd soldiers on the land, has full 
pcnv<'r. and is fully competent to collect 
all_ data, and to Inakc .an:"· investigations 
wln< h are deemed neee::.sa.ry, in n~gard 
to any sugg·oeted schom0 for t.he settlc­
mon of returned soldiers in the Cook­
town district. Should the hon. member 
hr1Ye in his possession information which 
h<> thinks would be of value, I woul-d 
''"ggest that he make it available to the 
nwmbcrs of the 'Land Settlement Com­
rnittee." 

[Hon. W. Hamilton. 

HE}!TTKER.\TlOK OF l-IoN. R. BEDFORD. 

Hox. H. TURNER : I would like to ask 
tbc _Minister, without notice, "hen he expect-; 
to [ .. , able to lay on the table of the Council 
the . return ordered to be tabh~d, on m:v 
motion, w1th reference to the Hon. R. Bed­
for-d? 

Thc SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
retnrn will be tabled when the inform·ation 
i~ made available to me. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I suppose it 
"·iil be tabled the week after next, after we 
ha·>e adjourned. (Laughter.) 

STOCK FOODS BILL. 

THIRD READIXG. 

1 the· motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
l\IIIl\'Eti, the Bill was read a t.hird tim<, 
pa.'Oe.l. and ordered to be returned to the 
Aos'.'!!lbly by message in the usual form. 

Pf'PGLAR IXITIATIVE AND REFERE:'\­
DUM BILL. 

Co;;rMITTEE. 

!,Hon. 11', F. l'aylor in the chai,·.) 

{_lame· 1 to 3. Loth inclu-ivo, put and 
passed. 

Clau.so 4-'; Prayer of petition"-

HoK. A. G. C. HAWTHORN moved the 
atldition to the clause of the following 
1 ·on:ls :-

·'The term 'proposed law' includes 
the recall of any elected member of th1·· 
LcgislutiYe ABsembly, and the vacating 
of offic~ by any Minister of the Crown." 

That anwndment was inserted by the Council 
the last time the Bill was before thorn, and 
was nov,r moYcd in pursuance of the suggestion 
made that the recall should be included as 
one of the subjects for the exercise of the 
initiati1·e alld referendum. He looked upon 
the giving of the right of recall to the 
l'lcctors as one of the most democratic 
features that could be inserted in the Bill. 

Hon. G. PAGE-HANIFY: Why not make it 
apply to the individual members of this 
Coun.cil·t 

Hox. .\. G. C. HAWTHORN: He wao 
"n-prisecl that there should be any objection 

thP recall being included in the Bill on 
pa.rt of a Govcrnn1ent and their 

wpport()rs who professed to regard the 
llH'asnro as a dmnocratic one. 

Hon. G. PAGE·HANIFY: You know the 
amendment will kill the Bill, and that is 
v.-hy you arc proposing it. 

HoK. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Ho said 
unhe~itatingly that no n1oro democratic 
fp~t([l'o could be introduced into the Bill. 
H would enable electors to get rid of a 
rrH•mht.:or l.vho was not giving satisfaction. He 
IHig-ht haYe been in Parliarnont only a ycarJ 
hut during that time he might have gone 
huck entirely on his election pledges, or he 
!:right lwYe proved himself in other ways to 
be quite unf1tted to represent them. ·why 
eheuld they not have the power, before the­
three vcars for which he ha<:! been elected. 
were· up, to dismiss him and elect another 
momber who would better represent their 
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··-pinions. He was surprisGd that the Govern. 
would not accept the amendment on 

previous occasion, but he hoped that in 
present instance the Minister would show 
hroadmindedness, his respect for the 

people, and his preparedness to trust the 
;,eoplc that he was always bragging about, 
and that he would accept the amendment 
without any discussion. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI.:\ES: Before 
dl•aling with the amendment he wished to 

tlwt, in his opinion, it was entirely out 
onler. When the Bill was last before 

a sirnilar mncndmont vvas moved, and 
,·;,e Hon. Mr. Sumner raised a point of or{le;·, 
ill!Cl the Chairman ruled that the amendment 
v <to in order. He (Mr. ,J one>s) was still of 
opinjon that the amendtnent was Pntirelv 
••llt·irle the scope of the Bill. The Bill WHC~ 

"A Bill to amend the Constitution of 
Q,uefmsland by providing for leg-idation 
and repeal or rejection of laws or pro­
posed laws by means of the popular 
initiative and referendum, and for pur­
po3c~ consf.~quent thcreon or incidental 
thereto.'' 

T!w mnendrncnt \VetS neither '· consecgwnt 
r ilPrC'on " nor ''incidental thereto." l-Ie 
"\'.'Otdd, therefore, ask for the ruling· oF thP 
('lwinnan again on the quCcotion, in the hope 
rha.t ho might have given further considera­
tion to it, bccausP it was quite possible that 
3 Chainnan, in the light of nev\_, faet:3 and 
'·""' arguments, would see that the ruling 
he had previously given \vas not quite a. 
c·mTect one. HP. would content himself now 
witll asking for the Chair1nan's ruling on the 
1natter. 

IIox. T. L. JONES snpported the r.mtcn­
rion of the Minister that the proposed amencl­
llH'JJt was out of order. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: Because it affects the 
carcasses of members of Parliament, I sup­
t~o ..... f'. 

HoN. T. L .• JOJ\'ES: For the reasons rw 
proposed to give, and \Vhich the hon. gentlc­
I;'<lll would haYe an opportunity of replying 
to, if he could ; and he challenged him to do 
•O. The Bill had nothing to do with the 
recall of members, but it distinctly provided 
for the amendment of the Constitution "bv 
providing for legislation and repeal or rejec­
tion of laws or proposed laws by means of 
rhf' popular initiative and referendum." Not 
b;.- any stretch of imagination could they 
inelude in the Bill a proposal to affect. the 
status of a member of the Assembly. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: What is the good of 
the Bill, then'! 

Hox. T. L. JONES: The goo·d of the Bill 
"·as to provide for what it set out to pro­
Yido-the initiative and referendum. The 
proper place for the recall was in the· Elec­
tions Act, which dealt with the position of 
lJlCmbers of the Assembly. He challenged 
the right of the· Council to insert the recall 
in this Bill, which conferred powers upon 
the people, but not on the Assembly, and 
had nothing whatever to do with the status 
of members of the Assembly. 

The CHAIRMAN : My ruling has been 
n.skc~l as to whether this amendment is within 
the scope of the Bill. The same question 
was raised last year when a similar Bill was 
before the Committee, and I rule-d that the 
;;mendment was in order. I am still cf t'Jat 

opinion. because this Bill is drafted some· 
what o'n the Jines of existing nwa.;;ures in 
other countries of which the principle of the 
recall of members forms a part. I soo no 
rPason, therefore, ·why, because this p~rticular 
provision is omitted, it should not be mcludecl 
by means of an amendment. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Ho very 
much reo'l'etted that the Chairman ha-d ruled 
against l1im. I-Ie was still of opinion that 
the· amendment was entirely out of order, 
but they' could not further discuss that 
matter. The Chairman had ruled that th0 
amendment \\as in m·der·, and all they could 
do was to di~cnss the amendment. Although 
he disagreed with 'the ruling;, he did not 
wish to te-st the feeling of tho Committ<'e 
bv movin~ as his friends oppositr• usually 
d]d, that the Chairman's ruling be disagl'N'rl 
to, out of respect for the Chairman. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: That is one way of 
putting it. 

The SECRETARY FOR ~II~ES: 
Although they had a large numlwr of mem· 
bers present, they bowed to the ruling, 
although they differed with it, and he 
t houg·ht that was tho attitude they ~hould 
take up in the Council. He know· that on 
previous occa~ion'3 the Chairman had giye-n 
;;;;ound rulings, and he was sorry to diff<~·r 
frorn hi1n on this occasion. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN rose to a 
point of ordl'r. The Minister had intimated 
that he was going to accept the Chairman's 
ruling·, and yet ho was going on as jf he 
intended to move that it be disagreed to. 
He thought the· Minister was entirely out of 
mder. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI;'\ES: He 
thought so himself. (Laughter.) He was 
opposed to th() amendment, which he thought 
was very unfair to the members of the 
Assembly. Then~ was no provision in the 
Bill for tho recall of members of tho Council. 
If it was right to give the people an oppor­
tunity of recalling members of the Assembly, 
it was right to give them an opportunity o£ 
recalling members of the Council. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: They will have 
tho opportunity on your referendum. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
referendum of his party would be for the 
wiping out of the institution altogethGr. 

Hon. F. 'I'. BRENTNALL: That is what we 
propose to do-submit it to the people. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: With 
a I! clue respect to the hon. gentleman, the 
Government wore attacking the bicameral 
~vstem, and not individual members of the 
Council. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: Why don't you tackle> 
the Government for not bringing forward the 
Financial Statement? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
hon. gentleman did not know anything 
n bout it. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: I know something 
about it. I will probably expose it before 
we go on much further. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Thev 
would be· glad of any exposure the hon. 
gentleman coQld give on that particular 
matter; he (Mr. J onec) was not a ware of 
anything. It was not his business to antici­
pate the lea-der of the Government. The 

Hon. ~4. J. Jones.] 
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Hon. :Hr. Hawthorn had asked him a ques­
tion on the subject which should not have 
been asked at the close of last night's 
sitting. It seemed to him very unfair that 
the Hon. Mr. Hawthorn should be prepared 
to recall a member of the Assembly, but 
would not give the power to recall a single 
member of the Council. The people should 
inwe th<' same privilege to recall a member 
of the Council. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: If you can 
provide any proper means of doing it, there 
would be no objection to it; but how can 
you do it? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Would 
tbc: hon. gentleman not encourage the party 
\vith which he (Mr. J ones) was associated to 
make an organised attempt to have a vote 
taken as to whether he should be a mt~mber 
of the Council'! 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHOR:\: The country 
will ea:. that on the referendum. 

The SECHETARY FOR :YIINES: Per­
sonally, he did not believe in the recall, 
because he thought it \\·ould breed little• 
cliques. VVhilc a member of the Assembly 
\Yas down lh~l'C .Joing his duty for his con­
stituent.~, he \YUS not altogether in touch witl1 
the1n whPn living a\Hty fron1 the district, and 
sorr1e unscrupulous persons 1night gT't 
togethc1· 'me! form themselYes into a clique 
\vith the sole object cf bringing about th<' 
recall of the member. Ho believed that. if 
a man <vas elected for a stated period, the 
people ought to put up with him for that 
time. Ho was really an ordinary citizen, and 
c<mld not do thiirgs which ·an orclin<1ry 
-citizen dare not do. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: Your Governn1e11t do a 
Jot of thing-s vvhich an ordiruny citizen dare 
not do. 

The SECRETARY FOH MI:c\ES: The 
hon. gcntlerr1an 1vas jo-cular in 1naking a 
ren1aTk like that, iJecanse no nlO!'C upright 
and honest Government had ever hdcl office 
than the present Gm·ernment. (Laughter.) 
Thev would haYP to deny those jocular state­
ment~ ,·ery vigorously one of these days, 
because they did not read as jokes in 
" f-Iansard." 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Is not an or·di­
nary citizen supposed to live within his 
ineomc? This Government does not. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES: The 
hon. gentleman had a deficit. 

I-Ion. A. G. C. I-IAWTHORX: Xo, I never 
had a deficit. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That 
has been a bee in the financial bonnet of the 
hon. gcntlem<ln. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHOR": It has been a 
very busy bee. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: A State 
with such undeveloped wealth as Queensland 
had would flourish in the near future. ·what 
\vas a 1nere million of n1oney? 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: That is how 
you have talked all along. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: He 
knew a million was a lot to an individual 
or to a syndicate, but the hon. gentleman 
was trving to create -a eeare in the minds 
of the" people that the State had drifted 
financiallY. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: How far have they 
drifted in the last quarter? 

[Hon. A. J. Jones. 

TiH· SECRETAHY FOR MINES: Kot at 
all. The hon. gentleman knew the cause of 
tlw present state of affairs. The hon. gentle­
man kne\v that they_ had gone through four 
year.; of war, winch had disturbed the 
financial condition of all countries in the 
'H)rlcl, and also through a big drought. 

Hon. T. :YL HALL: And vet little Victoria 
h 1::.. a surplus. ~ 

The SECH.ETARY FOR MI~ES: Tlw 
Lo11. gentlernan ncycr dar{'d to quote tlw 
success of the State enterprises, -and to show 
\\hat u bold policy like that meant to the 
)H'oplc. \Vhen they started to produce as 
th<,- onght to do, the finances would soon 
right themselves. He did not know that thP 
rP<._HH was a plank in the Labour party's 
platform-if they cared to nut it that "a:;·. 
In any case, in his opinion, it was not a fair 
j)l'OYi:-:icn. There could not be very 1nuch 
\\Tono· with a n1an if he \Yas electe-d for thrPP 
year~~ Politicians had enenlios, and wl~.v 
should tlwy encourage those enemic<" If the 
Hon. ::\Ir. Lcah-'- had been present, he would 
probably haYe quoted the following favourite 
YC'r"r' of l1is: ~ 

.. 1:~ou have no encn1ics, you sa~y! 
Alas my friend, the boast is pom·. 
lie ·has mingled .in the duty 
That the bmvc endure. must have 

1nade foe-B. -
He who has none. sm<lll is the \Vork 

that he has clone. 
He's smote no traitor on the hip: 
He's dashed no cun from perfumed lip: 
He never turned the 1vrong to right: 
He's been a cm,·ard in the fight." 

r\11 politicians and public men with coura,o:e 
Jnn.-:t make cncn1ies, 1Yho \Yould forn1 tlwn1-
"'ln>' into a clique. so that thry might injure 
men in the performance of their public 
duties. and recall them from Parliament. 
The hon. gentleman himself had bPen a 
defeated candidate. He (Mr. Jones) had 
been a d('feated candidate, and tlwre was no 
harm in it. :'Yiany on his side of thP 
Chambe1· had been -defeated, and they would 
fiftv timH rather be defc'ltcd, g-oing down 
with the principles they believed in, which 
wne not inimical to the people of the Stute. 
than lw fals" to their convictions. He hopo d 
the hon. gentleman would not carry his 
amendtnent. 

Ho~. G. PAGE-HA~IFY: What l1e had 
,-<'utured to forecast on the second reading 
of the Bill had happened. He challenged 
tlw bon<l fides of the amendment. He was 
not going to say whether the recall was good 
or bad. but it was something which had 
never been considered by the el ectol's. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Give them an 
opportunity. 

Hox. G. P AG E-HANIFY: This was not 
Hw place to give them the opportunitv. The 
\Yav to do it was in the Elections Bill, or to 
pass this Bill and then let advocates of the 
"recali" agitate fol' it, and give the people 
t.he powe1· to use it if they thought it was 
a good thing. It Wf\S .a matter which had 
nPYer been advocate.d by any progross1ye 
part_,. in Queensl:tnd. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I thought this 
·wa~ a prQgre~~sive Governn1ent. 

HoN. G. PAG:E-HANIFY: This was not 
a progressive Chamber. The Ciovernment 
\vas a progrcsslvc Governn1ent, Out jt was 
tied by its pledges to the people. ~t was 
pledg·erl to do only what it had prom1sed to 
do: and the recall had never been before the 
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electors. It 1-vas sonwthing that had on]y­
l>ec·H Llked about by a few enthusiasts now 
and ngain; he did not think it had been ven· 
1nurh di~cuf:sed in the uiost advanced Labour 
<·in·lt!'"-. 

Ilon. A. G. C. HAWTHORX: Do you believe 
in thl' rceall? 

Ilos. G. 'PAGE·HAKIFY: 'Whether he 
}lL'E':Ycd in it or not, hP di.d not belieYc in 
:-ticki1lb in an ofi:\~n6ive amendn1ent in a Bill 
"·ith the idea of killing· it. ·when epeaking 
{!!1 ti1C' second 1 eading 1w had asked hon. 
gentlemen opposite if the~· \\'f'l'P gojng to do 
tbat, to bo ~traightforward and throvv the 
Bill GCJt., anrl. take the responsibility. They 
\YC'l'E' acting in this underhand way, feeling 
c·•rtam that. \chat happened last yoar would 
happC'n aga1n--that it Trou1d be obnoxjous 
to the· and \Vould not be aecepted, 
and 1.vould bt? lo~t. That. n1ust be 
tlw hPhind it. 

rlj p.m.} 

Hem. A. G C. HA\YTHORX: He rose to 
<t point. of order. \\as the hon. gentleman 
i:1 order in imputing motives to hon. gentle­
men nnd accusing- them of trying to get 
an1cnf1m~:nt~ in the Bill 111 an underhand 
11\UllJH r 'f 

Tlw CHA 1R~d_\X: The hon. gentleman is 
<·e1·tninly not in order in in1puting motiYes 
to an_.,_ hon .. tnmnber of this. Council. 

Ho:.:. P AGE·HAKIFY: He ·withdrew 
anything ha•{ b'1id that was not in order. 
·bnt tlw of the amendment would 
nndonbtcdly be tho san1c ns it was pre­
Ylou~l;,r. It T,vas that amendment providing· 
for the roull that killed the Bill last year, 
and t a..n.sed It t') bo declared " lost" in the 
AssPmbiy. Yet. in the face of that, hon. 
~entlenH_·n, \\h-) rea1ly could not have any 
:-.crious desire to make an an1endment of that 
sort in tlw law. had moved the insertion of 
fhose \vm·d:-.. ·yrhen he was speaking on the 
,econd ,·eading· hon. gentlemen chipped in 
abo11r the n•call, and he asked thorn if the'\' 
\Youltl he prepared to make it applicable 
to member"· "li the Council, and, if so, he 
might iJe prPpared to support it. But they 
hurl not thP fairness to do that. 

Hon. T. :'vi. HALL: The public would soon 
recall you. 

Ho". G. P AGE·HANIFY: He was willing 
.to take that chance; they mig'ht recall the 
hon. gentleman. However, he hoped that 
before rhe amf'ndracnt \\·ent to a division a 
furthr amcndn;ont would be moved in the 
dir<'ction lvc had indicated so that hon. 
gPntlcmen, if they thought the eledors should 
'have the right to reeall any particular mem­
ber of t.he .Assembly, would also give them 
the same nght to pick out any individual 
nwmh(\r of the Council who they might think 
\Ya~ a block 111 the \Va v of ]H'OOT{'S'< and thPn 
perhaps, it would not be so "offe;;sive. F01: 
the Council to insert in a. Bill of that sort 
·something that affected onlv the members 
of another Chamber, on the" face of it, was 
offen~1ve. It was inconsistent and the 
amcndrn<mt was loaded in the \~ay he had 
indicated. He m.oved, as an amendment on 
the amendment, that. after the word 
"....-\ssemh-ly," the words," or llleinb{~r of the 
Legi--lative Council" be inserted. Hon. 
g·entkmon ?Pposite, if they were honest in 
·tlwll' rntentrons, must carry that amendment. 

Ho>;. A. A. DAVEY: The amendment was 
verging" on the humorous. So fae as he \vas 
[lf'rwnally C(' ncerned, he would not remain 

in the Council five 1ninute::: if he had the 
slightPst idea that the public did not want 
him there. 

The SECRET IRY FOR Mrxr:s : Then You would 
not b0 here Yer:c long. " 

Hox. A. A. DA VEY: On the other hand. 
h,~ ventured to sav that the t'Yo Houses were 
rwt on all-fours. ~In the fir~t p]a.cP, how \ra;.., 
it possiblP to rc"all a member of tlw Council 
\Yho had been appointed for life? Members 
of the LcgislatiYe Council. under the pre· 
::,L'Tlt sy~tcn1 of party goyerntnent, \Yore 
P]Pch•d for life; but thcrl' \Yf'l't-' very good 
l't'Usons. so Jong as they ·were under a systern 
of party govPrnntellt such a . .;; exifltcd to-dav, 
why the electors should haYe the right to 
recall a nwmber of the Assemblv. The 
emolumPHt, of members of the Council were 
nil, but the other Chamber was composed for 
the most part of professional politicians­
men who had adopted the high and noble 
calling- of politicia11s; and-without .ath~nlpt­
lnf{ tl) reflcc·t upon t.hen1 in any way-he 
m1ghr. say that politic:; to-da~', especially with 
a certam party, had become a mere profes­
sion. Ho did not sav that there were not 
people who were not i]lfluenced bv mercenarv 
moti,·es sitting- on either side of the House. 
but the poliey ulldt'rlying thP. Labour move~ 
nwnt to·day hacl brought about a host of 
]Wofcssional politicia11s. He was not saying 
ihat that was a bad thiug. and he paid ch0 
Latour representati,~es the con1pliment of 
saying that thc:v 1·ald very serious attention 
to econmnical questioni" now agitating the 
\Yor!d. Bnt the ~upporters of the Labour 
party v:cre victin:s of a n1achine syste1n, and 
they knew that the practices adopted at 
election time by either part~· wer0 not above 
~u;:;picion, and that the election of a certain 
individual was very often brought about 
not from any fitness that he had shown for 
the position· to \Yhich he was elevated. but 
by reason of the operation of the political 
n1achlJJe. Thev knp-..y also that manv sich-' 
issnes were raised. In fact. it was the chief 
busine'"3 of the politician to raise side issues 
in order to cloud the r0al issue: to promise 
cheap food. for instance. \Vhcn there was no 
possible hopP of getting eh ea p food. Hon. 
gentlemen all knew that the main object of 
the professional politician was to cloud the 
issne and deceive the people-to sacrifice 
the pooplP in furtherance of party interests. 
Hon. gentlemen who had the hoi.wur to bo 
members of the Council had been appointed. 
supposedlv, b<'caus!' tlre~· were free from those 
strong influences that 1nust have a more Jr 
less demoralising effect upon the members 
of the Assembly. He was a very strong man 
who could spend a number of vears in the 
A~scmbl~v unch~r the prt:'~ent s:,:stein of goYern­
ment without being more or le'S demoralised, 
b~~eause follo\ving the profession of a politi~ 
Clan for seycn or eight years incidentally 
took a nvm out of the ordinary occupation 
in which he was eng-ag-ed before he entered 
politics and unfitted him to return there; 
and the exigencies of life, as well as the 
pressure of the machine. all had a tendencv 
to demoralise him. There was an Ac.t 
already on the ~tatute-book which provided 
that the people had the pow0r to secure anv 
legislation which the Council saw fit t~ 
throw out. The rpferendum which it was 
proposed to take again on the abolition of 
the Council was the recall in a wholesale 
fashion. Hon. gentlemen on this side were 
onl.Y asking that the constituencies should ue 
afforded an opportunity of saying when they 

Hon. A. A. Davey.] 
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were full up of the members of the Assembly 
who professed to be so democratic and to 
have such a complete confidence in the 
Plectors. Surely that was democratic enough 
for anyone. There was no member sitting 
in the Council who would be willing to stop 
there for one moment if he thought the 
feeling in the country was against the 
Council. but they knew perfectly well that 
the feeling in the oonntry was with thc111. 
They absolutely felt that they had the con· 
fidence of the people; and it was all humbug 
for the Govcnunent to tak0 a referondun:1 
after it had been already defeated by 63.000 
Yotos, and then make a fuss about being 
returned by a t\\·o-to-one 1najority when 
they knew that eYen nnder the present 
Elections Act they only had a majority of 
27,000. Th<>.v talkd about the huge majority 
and the mandate they got, wh0n the Council 
had been backed up by a 63.000 majority. 

The SECRETARY FOR JHr~ES: The Govern· 
ruent were n:tnrncd by a two-to-one rnajorit.\. 

Ho~. A. A. DAVEY: That was what was 
c ~id. The hon. g0ntl0man could fool all 
the people part of the time, but he coulc~ 
not fool all the people all the time and the 
Government would not be able to' fool the 
people very much longer. 

Ho~. A. G. C. HA \YTHORX: He was 
very glatl to sec that hem. gentlen1en opposite 
were approachmg the amendment from a 
r~~as~n1able point of ,-iew. Hon. gentle1nen on 
Jus side wore prepared to accept the suggested 
mncncJment, and he hoped hon. gentlemen 
opposite would meet. them and allow the 
rccal~ to go in. At any rate, they \\·oulJ 
be given the opportunity of doing so. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\II.:,u:s: Ho 
wantDd to rnake hi::: po.;;;itiDn rlear. lie as 
opposed to tlw recall. and he was 'CITY that 
the amendment had !wen mO\·ecl bv the;' Hon. 
:Mr. Page-Hanif_v. IIO\V{'YPJ", it ;hawed the 
mdcp0nclencc of t!le Labour party-(laughtcr) 
-and It gane tne untruth direct to hon. 
members opposite \vhen thev said that 
Governn1ent supportPr:::. 1,,_ c·rc bo.;Jnd hand and 
foot. 

Hon. T. M. H.u.L: \Ye will see how you 
vote on division. 

Hon. A. A. DAVEY: You arc making the 
best of a bad job. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\liKES: The 
amendment ;-ho\Yed that tlv~ question -was 
110t altogether a party one. 

Hon. A. G. C. HnvTHOR~: The Hon. Mr. 
Page-Hanify thought he \\"as going to put us 
In a hole. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It 
showed the unfairness of hon. mcmbpro; 
opposite in proposing an anu='ndrncnt to recall 
the elected representatiYC'S of the people 
when they \Y<'re not prepared to apph· it 
to members of the Council. ' 

Hon. A. G. C'. H.HVTHOR~: \Ye arc pre· 
parf'd to accept it. Let us take a vote on it. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::VliNES: He 
was not in fav-our of the recall as applied 
t•Ither to thu Assembly or to the Council. 
I--I0 was not going to encourage any outside 
body to interfere with a constitutim1ally and 
properly elecwd member of Parliament while 
he was doing his duty. 
~-'mendment on amendment (Jfr. l'ayc­

H,mify) agreed to. 

A.mendinPnt, as an1endecl, agreed to. 

[Hon. A. A. Dcwe,y. 

Ho~. A. G. C. H.-\ WTHORK: He wa 
very glad indocrl to see that the otllt>r side 
had assisted hirn in g('tting in thr• recall. 
(Laughter.) It was quitE' rdreshin::r to fin,] 
that at last thev saw the cnor of tiwir wa.v-s, 
and he t:rustecf that the other l-Jou"' \\.m;lrT 
llOW agree to the roe-all. B,· way of furthPl' 
a1nelldmcnt, hr- nlnYed t.hr> · Omiss(on. un line~ 
40 to 48. of the following- words:-

; or 
·· (IJ) Any proposC'd Jaw, \~.1:-:t•tllf·r :-:d 

out in detail or not. which appropriate:"-: 
ren~'nue or money~: 
"But a prop(L~t'd Irnv shaE 1:c~t. be 

takt~u to appropriate 
ln~ reason onlY of its 
r,~quiring provis.ion::; for the 
of fines or other l,,_,·nniarY 
for the appruprlaiion of {(.C'S fm_' iit>f'l1SE'" 
or fees or ]la_r,·lw'nts for scrYicr.:;s. 11r~dC'r the 
]Jl'DpO~('d la.w. '' 

That \Yould u~move fron1 thB Bill thP JH·u~ 
Yision for excluding a rcfcr{·ndun!L •Ht 
finan<:'ial ruc·"tion. lion. n1C1nber·: on 
>ide vanted to giro the people m·er 
ftnanct', 11.8 \YCll as over else•. 
The GovPrnrncnt Icvir·d thn 
JH'Ol)le. aud yet refwwd trn:-,[ Tvitll 
the po\YC'l' to sa.y OIH .. ' \YOtd "';vith 
n .. '::ipect to the exp.t'lJditun• tlwt BJqtte:c 

llou. C. PAGE-liAXIFY: You knn>.\- th0 
_\":}~l'Inbly will not ac:cevt tJw ainf'n bL<·nt. 

Ho:" .. \. G. C. HA \VTIIOR:'\: TbPn they 
,,~·onld only .show that their proff':-:~ion.; abollt 
tru~tiug the peoplE:' v:crc not herau."t..: 
it would be Juanifc"t that. to 
tmst them \YholiY. (hw of the 
Gon .. 'rllmPnt plnt.furnl \Yas 
in l••g-isl<Jtion for the 
all the' time. Yet they 
the people the powm· "of 

The SECRETARY. FOR MIKES hoped 
the Hllll'lllhncut \vould not be acceptf'd. I-In 
did not. Pntirely agrPo with the hon. gcntlt-•­
Inan in his contention that tho~P \Yord..;, 
,houlcl lw deleted, but he agreed with him 
that the Gm'emment WE're quite pn•pared 
to trust the people to the fullest possible, 
e'\:tent. That \Vas tho object of introducing 
the Bill. 

Hon .• \. G. C. IJ.\wTHOR:\': You trust the 
people just as far as it suits you. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::YriKES Could 
anything- be fairer than the Bill itself"? 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Yes; the 
an1cndtnunts.. 

The SECRETARY FOR lVliJ\:ES: The 
Gm'cl·nmcnt not only trusted the p<!ople at 
e]Pction tin1c, but thcv \:vcrc preral'ed to 
giYe then1 pow<~r to inh.iatc legislation and 
to take a referendnn1 on any vita.l question 
on the petition of 10 per cent. of the <dectors. 
That was as far as it as nect :;;sar_, to trust 
the people, and as far as the peopk ''xpccted 
Parliament to trust them. But hc,n. mem­
bers opposite now proposed to gi n• the 
people power to take a referendum on 
intricate financial problems. It might he an 
unpopular thing to sa.y, but be did not 
think the pooplc understood intricate finan­
cial questions. It was not their business to 
undcerstand them. It was the business of 
members of Parliament to make a special 
study of such problems; but they could_ not 
expect the man in the street to be famihar 
with them. Nindv per cent. of the people· 
wore not v-ery much f·Ollcerned whether there 
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was a small surplus or a small ddicit a.t 
the end of the financial :year. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Aren't they·: 

The SECRETARY FOR :MINES: Per­
sonally, he was of opinion that a surplus 
was always better in the pockets of the 
people, and that the Government should as 
nParly as possiblf' ma.ke ends meet in normal 
Ull1CS. 

Hon. A. G. C. fiAWTHORN: Normal times! 
You have had abnormal rm·enues for the 
last four years. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: People 
might _be very intelligent in their own line 
of busmcss, but they had not got tbe tnne­
and a great many politicians, cspeeiall:v 
tnembers of the Opposition in the other 
Chambt~r, did not give the time-npcessary 
to make themselves acquainted wirh que~­
tions of finance. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: The people 
can surely decide whether a Government is 
{_•xtravagant or not. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: He 
hoped the amendment would not be ea rried. 
The people did not want to be burdened with 
the duty of taking a vote on financial ques­
tions. The clause did not mean that no 
measure would be submitted to the people 
whwh had any bNu-mg on finance; but the 
a_mcndment would enable any financial ques­
tJOn to be submitted to the people, and that 
would be a V<'rv serious blunder as \Yell as 
being impractic-able. 

Ho~. G. PAGE-HANIFY: He would sug­
gest anothc,. reason whv the amendment 
'hou l d not be accepted. (Jn the last occasion 
when the Bill was bdol'e them hon members 
oppDsitc inserted a. :;;irnilar amend;n~nt and 
the Assembly refused to accept it an<!' then 
the Council did not insist on the a:ncndmcnt 
TlJcrefore, having- waived the matter last 
year, to be consistent, hon. members opposite 
should be prepared to waive it now. \Yhat­
<'VCr might be said of the amendment deal­
ing with the recall, certainly this amend­
ment, if accepted, would kill 'the Bill. The 
hon. !'1.ember must recognise the utter imprac­
twabihty of suggesting that the people 
should hav<" the power of initiative and 
•:eferendu·rn with rc•spect to questions of 
hr;ance. That was the sort of thing that 
Imght easily run a country into insolvency. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Your Govern­
ment are doing t.hat now. 

HoN. G. PAGE-HANIFY: Ho hoped that 
an amendment would not be inserted which 
would inevitably involve the defeat of t-he 
Bill. He believerl the Hon. Mr. Hawthorn 
was sincere in his desire for reform in a 
gre":t. many directi~ns, __ and he hoped that, 
reahsmg the potentw.hties of the Bill as a 
method of securing those reforms, he would 
not amend it in such a \vay as to cause its 
rejection. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: The hon. 
member had given a very good reason why 
they should insi;;t upon the amendment on 
this occasion. J,ast vea.r thev waived it 
because . it was thought that t'he Assembly 
would give way on other amendments. How­
ever, they did not do that, and now the 
action of the Council in not insisting on the 
amendment was being used against them, 
and it was urged that they had given wav 
because they believed there was no neceosity 
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for insisting upon it. That was an absolute 
misconstruction of the position. ·with that 
spirit of compromise which always actuated 
them, they had endeavoured to get some of 
their amendments agreed to by giving wav 
on that particular amendment. Now tha't 
they had achieved so much success in secur­
ing the adoption of the amendment providing 
for the recall, he hoped that hon. mombers 
opposite would agr<'e to this amendment. 

[4.30 p.m.] 
Question-1'hat the words propose-d to be 

omitted (Mr. Han•thorn's amendment) stand 
part of the clause-put; and the Committee 
divided:-

CoXTE::"rTS, ll. 

Hon. \V. R. Crampton 
\Y. H. Demaine 
.\. ,J. .r ones 
'1'. L. ,Tones 
G. Lawson 
L. :dcDonald 

Hon. T. Nevitt 
G. Page~Ranify 
I. Pcrel 
A. Skirving 
R. Sumner 

Tellers: Hon. W. H. Crampton and Hon. 
H. Humner. 

)ioT-Co.NTENTS, IH. 
Hon. T. C. Beirne Hon. C. F. Thiark~ 

F. T. Brentnall E. D. Miles 
.1. Cowlishaw B. B. Moreton 
G. H. Ourtis C. F. l\ielson 
"\.A. Davey A. H. Parnell 
.A. Dunn E. H. rl\ Plant 
E. W. H. Fowles A. ,T. Thynne 
T. :.1:. Hall H. Turner 
i\. G. C. Hawth·orn A. H. 'Vhittingharn 
.J. Hodel 

1'ellers: Hon. 1'. C. Beirnc and Hon. A. H. Parnt.•li,' 

Rceolved
1 
in the negat!Ve. 

Cl a use 4, as amended, put and passed. 
Clauses 5 to 9, both inclusive, pnt and 

passed. 
Clause 10-" ..._r;..'pc'('ial provisions as to peti­

tlrms for clo.,ing hours of licensed premiscs"-

HoN. A. SKIRVING: On the second read­
ing the Hon. Mr. Fowles Btated that he had 
heard a rumour to the effect that the peti­
tiOn relating to t-hat clause had been either 
accidentally destroyed or burnt in the Home 
Secretary· s office. He did not worry per­
sonally about t.hc petition at all, but after 
that statement had been made he made some 
llllJUines. He got into touch with a number 
of those who had had to do with the petition. 
but not one of them knew that it had ever 
been presentod. The conclusion he had come 
to was that it had been stolen, and that it 
was never presented. He heard some men 
last Saturday night discussing what the Hon. 
Mr. Fowles had said, and one man said he 
had heard that the petition had been sold. 
and that he believed that the Hon. Mr. 
Fowles knew something about it. (Laughter.) 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: He will admit 
that he knows a good deal about it, but he 
does not know quite enough. 

HoN. A. SKIHVING: He did not \lorry 
about the 6 o'clock closing petition. He 
believed in the party platform of State con­
trol or prohibition. In justice to the Hon. 
:Mr. Fowles he wished to say that he did not 
think the hon. gentleman knew anything as 
to who sold the petition. In fairness also to 
the Home Secretary's Department, he might 
say he made inquiries from quite a number 
of reputable citizens who had had to do 
with the business, and not one of them could 
say that the petition had ever been pre­
sented. The only conelusion that one could 

Hon. A. SkiiT'ing.] 
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-come to was that it had been made use of 
in some other way. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHOR": Or sold. 
(Laughter.) 

Ho;,;. A. SKIRVING: Yes. 
C1ausc put and passed. 
€lanscs ·11 to 14, both inclusiYC, put and 

passed. 

Clause l5-" H'ho entitled to L'Ote "-

Ilo;,;. A. G. C. HAWTHORN moYed the 
addition to the clause OJ the following 
words:--

" A referendum poll taken under this 
Ad :;hall not haYe any force, effect, or 
operation whatsoever, unless at least 40 
pt•r eentum of the electors of the State 
sha.il have Yoted at such referendum 
polL" 

Last yen they fixed it -at 50 per cent., but 
this year- they wen~ very anxiows, indeed, to 
"'" the Hill go through. (Laughter.) \Vith 
that id'""' hon. gentlemen would notice that 
they hu.d aban:doned a largr~ nun1ber of 
.amnndnwnts \vlnch they sugg-ested last ~year. 
ancl had conli11cd themselve·, strictlv to the 
thn•c or four poi11ts upon which they thought 
·the people slwuld be particularly trusted. 
They C)nsidered it a reasonable thing that at 
lea,;t 40 per cent. of the elector,; should vote 
jn n rf'fr>renduin of this kind. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR MI~ES: He did 
not kno-"· that the amendment was at all 
11l'C{\'3Sary. Under the Elections Act voting 
was cornpulsory. and Ycry fe"Y elections 
"ere lroirl now where only 40 per cent. of the 
]leop!(' Tute-d. 

HoP. E. W. H. FoWLES: Is this compul· 
sory ·: 

Th,, SECRETARY FOR MI).'ES: The 
Elections Act Hpplicd, and. therefore. the 
voting \vould bP f'ompulsory 

Hon. A_ A. Ih VEY: Forty pPr cenL is too 
low. 

The SECRETAEY FOH ::YJIJ'\ES: He was 
not nrguing tha~ the percentage should be 
niscd. He had an open mind on the amend· 
mcnt All thf' Government desired was to 
give the people an opportunity of taking a 
yote. That was better for the Government, 
"hawver narh· happened to be in power. 
H0 did rwt thmk the amendment was neccs­
sar~-. 

Hon. G. C. HAWTHOR;,J: You do not 
·oppose it? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Ko. 

Hox. G. PAGE-HA='IIFY: Like the 
Minister, he did not think much about the 
matt<'r, but he objected on principle to 
interfering with a majority. He thought 
the majority of voterr. at a poll should be 
consi·dcnd, as thev were the live electors. 
'!'he compulsory p;·ovisions of the Elections 
~\et would apply. and he was quite sure that 
·there would be more than 40 per cent. of the 
electors voting. It 'vas no use opposing the 
amendment, but he raised his yoice against 
any interferencP with the majority. He 
believed the maj01·ity should rule cYery time. 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR MINES: During 
bis time he had read >a good deal on that 
subject. As a matter of fact, at one time 
it was one of his pet subjects, and in the 
<'oursc of his studies he found that in some 
countri<:'s the people< who had their names on 
·the rC>Jl and did not go to the poll were 
'rcgardc'd as having voted in favour of the 

[Hon. A. Skirt•ing. 

question submitted. It was a very debatcablP 
question YYhether the amendment was sound 
in principle or not. He remembered the 
time when the Hon. Mr. Davey and himself 
were practically on the ono platform speak­
ing in fayour of the abolition of partv 
goYenunent, thinking at the tirne that it wa·~ 
practicable: but their experienee t<lug·ht 
them that it was impracticable. He 
approached the amendment with a perfectlv 
open 1nind, because he was one of those 'vh() 
tried to encourage peopl€1 to vote, and it 
might educate the people as a wholP to a 
higher political standard if they imposed on 
them the penalty that, if they did not record 
their ,-ot<es, then their Yotes would count in 
f<tYour of the proposal that the Government 
submitted to them. There was something 
very sound, indeed, in that arg-urnent; .and it 
certai11ly placed the obligation on the peopk 
of voting·. Tho an1endn1ent was not of very 
mueh Yaluo, but he did not think it was ver:· 
destrudiYo to the BilL 

Amendment agreed to. 
Claus0. <iS amended, put and passed . 

Clauses 16 to 21. both incln~iYe, put and 
passed. 

Hox. K W. H. FOWLES: The Bill. if 
passed in its present form, might be snbject 
to litigation. and, in order to get all the 
bendits of the Bill without throwing it open 
to any risk of protraeted litigation, and thns 
delay the rights of the peopk, whatevPr they 
might be under the Bill, he proposed t.o 
cl<'arh· inrlicate the SOO]W and operation of 
th0 1\1easure. Ho, therefore, moved the 
inecdion of the following clause:~ 

" This Act is subject to the prm·isions 
of thP Constitution Act of 1867; the Con· 
stitntion Amendment Acts of 1871, 1890. 
1896, 1908, and 1909; the Parliamentary 
Bills Referendum Act of 1908 ; and thf' 
LegislatiYe Assembly Act of 1867, and an:-­
'll1wndnwnts thereof; and shall not br• 
deemed in anY 1nanner to repeal, alter, or 
amend anv of the ]H'OYisions C>f such Acte. 
or to giYe. any authority to repeal, alter, 
or an1end any of such Acts.'' 

It mio·ht be held, for instance, that the Bill 
·woullJ sweep .\et V~ ay the Parliamentary Bills 
Referendum Act of 1908, as thev both dealt 
with similar matters, and law~·ers could be 
found to argue anything. 

Hon. G. PAGE·HAKJFY: \V ill that amend· 
mcnt prevent the electors from dealing with 
those Acts? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: No. The new 
clause would allow the Act to have full force 
and effect. and, in the inter8,ts of the Bill 
itself, it should be accepted by the GoYern­
rnent. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOH MINES: The 
amendment was probably very well thought 
out lw the Hon. Mr. Fowles, and might be 
"' very important one. but he did not think 
the hon. gentleman gave the real reason fo1· 
the amendment. He thought he could safely 
say th>at the new clause was loaded in some 
way. 

Hon. E. \Y. H. FowLEs: It is not meant 
to he loaded. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI='!ES: The 
·amendment would limit the power of thP 
Government under the measure. He would 
like to hear some oH1cr hon. gentleman who 
might have bePn able to follow the Hon. :'\Ir. 
Fowles more clearly. 
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JI OK. " P AG E-H ANIFY: llo was not 
'_,;-oing to take up much tin1o, as he recognised 
that it would be of no use: but he had asked 
the Hon. Mr. Fowles this direct question: 
··'Nil! the new clause preYent the electors 
lt{lYing the initiative in dealin~ with any of 
tho:-e A{ 't-tq?" and the hon. g'entl01nan said 
'·:'-in." The final words of the amendment 
\Yerr• "or a_rrwnd any Jnovisions of such 
.\et~. or to g'IYO authority to r0peal, alter, or 
:uno m! any such Acts.,. Of course, it would 
pre,·ent the people haying authority to deal 
\\·ith any of the constitutional matters 
,·efcrrc-d ID in those Acts. <J.nd he was sorr,• 
1\hen he ask0d the hon. gentleman that 
straight question that he did not get a 
.straig·ht answer. If thP new clause ·were not 
i nsertPd. the Bill would giYe full power to 
amend or alter the Constitution. That was 
one of the strong points of the Bill. and they 
11·antocl to give the JH'Ople that right. It 
11·as a mor<J.l right, and should belong to tlw 
people. "'hat he complained of now wa., 
that the hon. gcntlemail, with his professional 
knowledge, should haYP deceived him in the 
wav lw did. The clause would hE' the final 
acto of Jcctruction, and he hopE'd hon. g-entlc­
-llH~n "\YouJd not destroy the rneasure hv 
in-:;t~rting the nGw clans~P. }le hoped t,hp~· 
>Yould realise that tlwy should <J.ct up to thci1· 
profc"ions. They said they trusted the 
people. and complained that members on 
his sick did not trust the people. They knew 
in tiwir own hearts that it "as a reasonable 
thing to g-ive the peoplP the rigl1t to amend 
the Const.itution. prm·idPd a majority of tlw 
people were in favour of it. 

Hox. R. SUMNER: In his opinion, the 
Bill had alre<J.dv been destroyed, and then' 
wns no C'hance C,f its being~ a'creptecl by thP 
Assembly. seeing that they had included tlw 
recrdl. 

B.oll. A. G. C. IIAVVTHORX: You agTe~'rl 
.,-it}, ll' on that. 

Hox. R. SUMNER: The recall did not. 
('Olllf' within the ~cope 'Of the Bill, .and It 

,,-onkl b..~ i1npos-~ible to carry it out. TalH! 
the ('Ose of the Premier. There wer0 
probublv 3,000 or 4,000 electors in the whol<' 
of his Pl0ctorat8. and yPt hon. ~entl0men IP 
th<J.t Bill said that eYcr,· petition must bp 
oignecl by at least 10 per cent. of thP chwtors 
0f the State. If it was necPssary that 10 j)E'" 
cent. of tlw electors of the State should s1g;n 
a petil ion hefore a referendum was taken. 
then. to be consistent, they should proYide 
that 10 pe1· cent. of the electors in any O:!<' 
Pledorate woul·d br; sufficient to have a pGII 
taken for thA recall of <lilY member of th·.' 
Assemblv. That would · m(,an that 36() 
electors· could recall the Premier, which 
>Yould bo absurd. Tho absurdity was sn 
1-!reat that the Bill was practically rlostroyod 

f5 p.m.] 

Question-That the new clause (Mr. 
f'nll'lcs) be inserted-put; and the Com· 
mittee divided:-

CONTENTS, lS. 

Hon. T. C. Rrirne Hon. C. F. Marks 
F. T. Brentnall E. D. ~files 
.T. Cow1ishaw B. B. 1\loreton 
G. S. Curtis C. F. ~iclson 
:\. Dunn ~<\. H. Pn,rnf'11 
E. W. H. Fowles E. H. T. Plant 
T. }L Hall A .. r. Thynne 
..\.G. C. Hawthorn H. 'runu•r 
.J. Hodel A. H. \Yhittinglwm 

'Te/ler.s: Ron, T. M. Hall and Hon. J. Hode!. 

);oT-CONT~:NTS, 11. 
Hon. \L 1L Crampton Hou. '1'. ~-f'vitt 

\Y. H. DPmaine C. l'nge~Hanify 
~-\ . . 1 .. Tones I. Perel 
T. T~ .• Jones A. Skirvin!! 
G. La.wson H. ~umner 
L. }[c Donal<l 

Teller.~: Hon. I~. lVIcDonahl awl Hon. I. Pcrf'l. 

ResolYed in the affirmative. 

Clause 22-" J1Iethod of questinning 
ral£dity of 'lrrit "-put and passed. 

Clause 23-" Rfr;ulatinns "-

HoK. E. '\Y. H. FO'\\'LES: The Govern­
nlent startc•d to go astra;~ on line 26. and the:,· 
got over the precipice 011 line 38. In order 
to save them, hE' moved the omission, on 
lines 26 to 38, of the following words:-

" All such regulations shall be laid 
beforo both Houses of Parliament within 
fourteen days after the making thereof 
if Parliament is then sitting, or, if Pa.r­
lianwnt is not then sitting, within four­
teen days after the commmteement of the 
next se,sion of Parliament. 

" If either House of Parliament, by 
resolution passed within one month after 
such regulations have been laid before 
such House>, resolves that the whole or 
any part of such regulations might not 
continue in force, in such case the whole 
or such part thereof as is so included in 
such resolution ceases to be binding, but 
without prejudice to the validity of any­
thing- pre,·iously done thereunder-" 

with a Yiew to insertiug the words-
" Such regulations and any amend­

ment thereof shall be laid before both 
Homes of Parliameut within fourteen 
sitting days after such publication, if 
Parlla.Tn.cnt is in session. and, if not, 
theu wil'hin fourteen sitting- days after 
the commencement of the next session . 

" If eiiJJer House of Parliament passes 
a resolution disallowing any snch regula­
tion or amendment thereof, of which 
resolution notice has been given at any 
time within fourteen sitting day• of such 
House after such regulation or amend­
ment thereof has been laid before it, such 
regulation or amendment thereof shall 
thereupon cease to have effect, bnt with­
out prejudice to the vadility of anything 
done thereunder in the meantime. 

" For the purposes of this Act, the 
term ' sitting days' shall mean days on 
which the House actuallv sits for the 
despatch of business: '" 

"Provided always that if such regula­
tions and amendm.ents thereof, if any, are 
not dulv laid before Parliament as here­
inbeforc prescribed they shall thereupon 
cease to have any force. effect, or opera­
tion whatsoever." 

Amendment agreed to. 

Clause, as amended, put aud passed. 

Clause 24-" Expense•"-put and passed. 

Clause 25-" Bill for ,-epral or amendment 
nf this Act or of Act approved heuunder 
to be ,,ubmitted to electors"-

Hox. E. W. H. FO\YLES: The clause 
practically provided that the Act could not 
be altered except by a referendum of the 
peopk. That was to say, it took away from 
Parliament its ancient and constitutional 
rights. Supposing a Premier went to the 

Han. E. W. H. Fowles.] 
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country at a general election on some vital 
(juestion which involved the &mendment or 
repeal of the Act or of any Act which had 
been put on the statute-book as the result 
of the initiative and referendum. and he 
was returned on that vital issue, his hands 
would be tied by that clause, although he 
m.ight have a tremendous majority in both 
Houses. Although he had been returned 
because of his advocacy of that amendment 
or repeal, it would be impossible for him to 
secure the amendment or repeal of the Act 
by any other means than a referendum of the 
people. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : The Constitu­
tion can only be amended by the people, and 
this is an amendment of the Constitution. 

Ho". E. W. H. FOWLES: Parliament had 
amended the Constitution half a dozen times 
in the history of Queensland. In 1908 they 
amended the Constitution. Only last week 
they amended the Constitution without 'tllY 
referendum at all, except a referendum from 
hon. members in Sydney and elsewhere. 
'l'he Government dared not put that question 
to a referendum of the people. 

Hon. G. PAGE-HANIFY: The object of the 
clause is to protect the decisions of the 
people. 

Hon. F. T. BRENTNALL: The Government 
would put us out of existence if they could 
without a referendum. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: 'They would 
put us out of existence without a trial, 
although it would be a severe trial to the 
countr0. The clause would tie the hands 
of Parliament. 

Hon. G. PAGE-HANIFY: Don't you think the 
decision of the people should be respectNl? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Supposing the 
Premie·r appealed to the people at a general 
deetion for a mandate to amend or repeal 
the Act or some Act passed as a result of 
the application of the initiative and referen­
Jum, why should the country be put to the· 
expense of taking a referendum on the 
question immediately after the election? 

Hon. T. L. JONES: You are prepared to 
put the country to the expense of a referen­
dum in connection with the recall of a 
member or a Minister immediately after an 
election. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: In some of the 
Amorican States they had the power of 
recall with re-gar-d to the judges. If they 
had a similar power in Queensland they 
might have Standard Oil judges or Tamrnany 
judges. 

Hon. W. H. DEMAINE: That would be as 
good as some of the judges we have now. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: Our judges are the 
best in Australia. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: The judge-s 
of Queensland were a credit to Australia; 
and when Sir Samuel Griffith was Chief 
Justice of Queensland they had the strongest 
bench in the Southern HmnisphPre. 

Hon. W. H. DEMAINE : Griffith sold himself 
for thirty pieces of silver. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: The onlv safe­
guard was to omit the clause and" allow 
Parliament, if it liked, to alter or repeal 
any measure in an emergency. 

[Hon. E. W. H. Fowles. 

Question-That clause 25 stand part of Ilh' 
Bill-put; and the Committee divided :-

CoNTEXTS, 11. 

Hon. \r. H. Crampton Hon. T. )7eyitt 
\Y. H. Demaine G. l)age-Htl·nify 
~\_ . • 1 . • Tones I. l'<·rel 
rl'. L .. J OU('S ~\. Hkirvin )...;' 
G. Lawson R. HumnPr 
L. Mellona!d 

1'eller . ., · Hon. T. Xevitt and Hon. A. :-;kin·in;.;. 

NOT-CONTENTS, 15. 

Hon. T. C. Bf'irne Hon.' J. Hodel 
_F'. T. BrentnnJl C. F. }hn h:::;; 
.T. Cowlishaw .\.H. Parndl 
0. S. Curtis E. H. T. Plant 
.\. Dnnn .\_ . . T. 11hynn<· 
E. W. H. Fowles H. TurnPr 
T. M. Hall A. H. \Yhitting-h:un 
A. G. C. Hawthorn 

Teller.-:· Hon. C. F. ::\larks and H1m. c\. H. 
Vfhittingham. 

ResolYed in the ne.gative. 

The Council resumed. The CHA!R)!A'-; 
reportc·d the Bill with amendments; and th" 
report was adopted. 

The third reading of the Bill was madE art 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

JHIBOUR SELECTIONS BILL. 

FIRST READING. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOH 
MINES. this Bill, received by message from 
the Assembly, was read a first time. 

The second reading was made an Order 
of the Day for to-morrow. 

PROFITEERING PREVENTION BILL. 

FIRST READING. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
MINES, this Bill, received by meRsage from 
the .. \ssembly, was read a first time. 

The second reading was made an Order 
of the Day for Tuesday next. 

ELECTIONS ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 

POSTPO"EMEKT OF ORDER FOR SECOND 
READING. 

On the Order of the Day being called for 
the resumption of the second reading debate 
on this Bill, 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES said: 
Mr. President--

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I thought you 
we·re going on with the Workers' Homes 
Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I have 
no obj eetion, if the hon. gentleman wishes. 
1 rose to save the situation. I have a right 
tD speak in reply. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: H you are 
g-oing to speak in reply, I would like to 
have a few words myse-lf. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am 
quite willing to meet hon. gentlemen, if th<>y 
desire that this Order of the Dav should be 
postponed until after the next Order of the 
Day is disposed of. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I understood 
you were going to do so. Do you want to 
go on with the ,,.01·kers' Homes Bill? 
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Th" SECRETARY FOR MINES: I desire 
tu consult the conve~ience of hon. gentlemen, 
and I hope they wdl remember that when 
f desire to alter the ol'der of business on 
:sorne other occasion-. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: You can ~o on 
~vith whate:ver you like. I do not wa~t to 
'nterfere With the Government business but 
I unders_tood you had made arrangemm{ts to 
go on with the W or leers' Homes Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I move 
-That this Order '?f the Day be postpone-d 
mm! after the consideration of Order of the 
Day No. 8. 

Question put and passed. 

WORKERS' HOMES BILL. 

'COXSIDERATION IN COMMITTEE OF ASSDIBLY'S 
MESSAGE. 

(Hon. TV. F. 'l'aylo?· in the chair.) 
Clause 2-" Interp1'etation"-

'l'.hc SECRETARY FOR MINES moved­

" That the Committee do not insist on 
their amendment in clause 2 page 1, 
line 13, of the Bill." ' 

Jcl" would not detain the Committee at 
any very great length arguing the 
question, because it was simply the 
'"me old quostwn of land in fee­
'imple. otherwise freehold, versus lease· 
hold tPnm·c. He would ask hon. gentlemen 

·in recogmse that the leasehold tenure, 
r;ghtly or wrongly, was ~be policy of the 
t.overnment~he thought nghtly, as he was 
a great belwver m the leasehold tenure. 
Hon .. gentlemen knew, as he had previously 
~-..:plamed when the Bill was in Committee 
that the GovernJ?1ent Savings Bank Act, i~ 
rlwt porbon dealmg w1t.h worke_rs' dwellings, 
g·a YC the1 optJOn to those who chd not care to 
avail thcmselv~s of the provisions of this 
liH • .sure. of getting a freehold tenure. He 
gave hon. gentl_emen the credit of wanting 
the Bill, knowmg that it would afford a 

great deal of relief by enabling 
[.5.30 p.m.1 workers to get homes practi-

cally on a rental basis; and rather 
than ri'k the Bill, they should ·not pr~ss the 
amendment any further. If the amendment 
wa:-; in6isted on, the Govornm·ent would either 
have to climb down on the principle that the 
party stood for or else lose the Bill alto­
gether. When it did not interfere with 
r-xisting freeholds, why insist on the amend­
ment and practically destroy the Bill? He 
'hoped hon. gentlemen would be reasonable 
and agree to the amendment. 

Ho?-:. X G. C. HAWTHORN: The Minis­
t,.t· had intimated that, if they insisted on 
tlw amendment, it would wreck the Bill. 
That side of the Council di·d not at all desire 
tc) wreck the Bill, as they saw that it had 
-nme. virt':'e in it, which was rather an excep­
tton m Bills brought in by the Government. 
They wanted to assist the Government as 
far as they possibly could, and, seeing that 
rhey had done their best to give the option 
nt a fre.,hold to those who were desirous of 
>'J'ecting houses of their own, thev would nob 
; >n•ss the amendment. The Government 
ag-ain. in spite of their reiterated outbursts 
,,i sympathy for the people and talk of 
trusting the people, showed that they wor<> 
a f, aid to give the p<•ople the rig,ht o( saying 
''hether thev would have a freehold or a 
J><'rpetnal lease. If they were so confident 
'hat the. perpetual leasehold system was 

populat and acceptable to the bulk of the 
people, they would not hesitate for one 
moment to allow a provision of that kind to 
be inserted in the Bill. They showed that 
they had not the courage of their convictions, 
and their assertion that perpetual lease was 
a popular form of tenure was absolutely 
wrong. Seeing that hon. members on his 
side had done their best to give an opt>on 
in the method of tenure, and seeing that 
the Government were disinclined to accept 
that option, rather than wreck the Bill 
they would consent to the deletion of the 
amendment. 

HoN. A. J. THYNNE: He had not very 
much fear in letting the Government have 
their way with regard to perpetual leases, 
for the reason that the more perpetual lease­
holds there were the more irresistible would 
bo the force that would come along pre­
sently and compel the Government to change 
the tenure. 

Question put and passed. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES moved-. 
"'l'.hat the Committee do not insist on 

their amendments in clause 2, page 1, 
lines 18 to 20." 

The Assembly had taken the same view as 
he had expressed in connection with the 
amendments at the t'irnt> ·the Hon. Mr. 
Fowles moved them. He did not see any 
harm in the amendments other than that they 
were an infringement of the rights of the 
Assembly. 

Hon. A. J. THYNNE: Vi'c cannot concede 
that. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR MINES: At all 
eYents, for that reason the an1endments ·were 
rejected by the Assembly. • He hoped the 
Committee would not insist on the amend­
ment. He would point out that other amend­
ments inserted in the Bill by t.he Council 
had been accepted by the Government. 
Therefore, the Government were not getting 
all their o" n way. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES moved the inser­
tion, after the word " Committee." of the 
words:- · 

" ;vhile not wa1vmg any of the 
undoubted rights possessed by this Coun­
cil with regard to the amendment or 
rej ertion of money Bills, nor agrcein~ to 
the c:laim that this. Bill is a money Bill.'' 

He did not agree for a moment that it was 
a money Bill ; it was a vVorkers' Homes 
Bill. As a matter of fact, thev could alter 
the rate of interest, but that \vas quite a 
different thing from getting in the interest 
-thoro might be no interest paid under the 
Bill. The Minister previously accepted the 
an1end1nent on it-s merits, because he saw 
that it was a very useful one. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Question, as amended, put and passed. 
Clause 6-" Pou:er to acquire land for 

purzwsc., of Act"-
The SECRETARY FOR MINES moved­

" That the Committee do not insist on 
their amendment in clause 6, page 3, 
line 47." 

The Council had inserted another amend­
ment in clause 6 which the Assemblv had 
accepted, and he hoped that the sp{rit of 
compromise would prevail right through.. 
The Council had inserted the words " at 
the option of the owner," thus providing 

Hon. A. J. Joa,cs.] 
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that any land acquired by the Government 
could be paid for in cash or, at the option 
of the owner, wholly or in part by the issue 
to the owner of debentures. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN : The Assem­
bly had fallen back on their old assertion that 
the amendment was an interference-

" with the undoubted and sole right of 
the Legislative Assembly to direct, 
restrict, or condition the expenditure of 
public money, and t,his right cannot be 
waived by the Legislative Assembly, 
nor can it be conceded to the Legislative• 
CounciL'' 

It was a most reasonable thing that, if a 
man's land were taken away from him at a 
valuation for Government purposes, the 
Government should be prepared to give him 
cash, or, if there was any question as to 
whether he should take cash or debentures, 
the option was with him, and he was not 
compelled to take a form of payment which 
might not be acceptable to him, and which 
in the long run might mean that he was 
going to lose money by it. The Minister 
was always saying that the Government 
desired to be fair; but that was not treat­
ing the vendor of property-a compulsory 
vendor-with anything like fairness. The 
Government said that the Bill was a money 
Bill. That was the way they always tried to 
get out of a difficulty when they could not 
give any reasonable arguments for not 
accepting the am,,ndment. He would like 
to hear some valid reason why the amend­
ment could not be accepted; and, if hon. 
gentlemen on that side were compelled to 
give way, he would suggest that an amend­
ment should be added to the question similar 
to the one agreed upon the previous ques­
tion, to the effect that they did not waive 
any of their undoubted rights to amend 
money Billo. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
clause without the amendment inserted by 
the Council was all right. In a very large 
estate the Government would probably make 
somo arrangement with the vendor to pay 
in debentures. but in a sma.Jl deal they 
would not hothc1· to issue debenture,. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: \Yhat do you 
call a small deal Y You talk of a million as 
nothing. 

The SECRETARY FOR J'vU:\'ES: Speak­
ing of high finance, a million was a mere 
fleabite. He 'vould point out that a few 
days ago th<l Mines Department purchased 
the Irvinebank smelting works, tramlino, and 
1nlne from thr lrvin<~bttnk Contpany, and the 
price, as stated in thfl Press, was £22,500. 
He was C<Jnducting the ncg<Jtiations on behalf 
of the Goverm1wnt. Thc>y had an oppor­
tunit.v of paying- in clebentures, but thf'y paid 
in cash. 

Hon. A. G. C. H.nvTHORN: \Yhere did you 
gd the cash'? 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\HSES: It 
suited the convenience of the· vcdors, ar,d 
for a. very trifling highe1· price they nulu 
l1avn paid pa-rt ca·,h and part d11 b0ntnrcs. 
That would apply to the purehaee of a emall 
area of land. H0 did not think there 'vas 
rnuch danger of vYhat hon. gentlen1•::'n cppositt~ 
feared. ThP OWIH'r would ha ,~e "" OPJ1ur­
tunity of cxpre~-,.ing his "'iRh in th( 1nattcr. 
There \vas nothing Ycry drastic in the ciausc. 
rmd he hop0d hon. me,nbcrs Ol'l"''itc ,..ollld 
allnw it t<J go. 

[Hon. A. J. Jones. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Hon. mem­
bers on his side were not prepar0d to fight. 
the n1oney question 011 this occasion, but 
son1B other occasjon 1nignt ari~1f~ when the> 
would feel it necessary to do so. He l!10Y·ed 

the addition tD the motion of the folluwing; 
,,-ords :-

"while not waiving any of the ttndonbtroci 
rights possessed by this Council. with 
resucct to the ainendril·Bl:t or rt:Jf'C't10l1 of 
money Bills, nor agreeing tt-: tlH· clairn 
that this Bill is a money Bill.'' 

Amendment agreed to. 

Q,uestion, as .:11ncnded, put an::1 pa~-3., d. 

Clause 10-" Limit IJj z:urchasinr; z,,.,:cr:)'-
to which the Council had added the f,,Jlowing 
aincndnH~nt :-

" ProYided that the capital eu't cf '' 
home shall not, in any case, exceed one 
thousand pound~ ~t<)rlin;;." 

Tho SECRETARY FOR MINE;'\ ,,,ovted­
" r:rhat the Comrnittee do not ~usist on 

thejr a1nend1nent in the clauf5n.'' 

The san1e. argu1nent appli :·d as '\ith l'C'.Spt\t 
to the prevtous amen•,\tn0nts. 1 bf' a.rnenu­
n1Bnt \Vas noc a b:1d Dne. .1.\s a ruattQr 0f 
fad in an<Jther Bill. the (ioYcrmnctlt had 
fixed the limit at £800, and the Council's 
amendment fixed it at £1.000. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAW'£HORN: vV (' ar•• rather 
sorry we spoke that time. 

Questi<Jn put and passed. 
Clause 13-" Purchagcr's r-igllt.'i u.nrJ_, r r·nn~ 

tract of .wde"-whioh the Counol han 
amended by inserting il! paragraph (l1) th<.' 
,:vords "or at his optton a tnle 1rt fe 0 -

simple''-
The SECRETARY FOR MIKES mm-eel-­

" That the Committee do not in,ist on 
their anwndmont in lines 44 and 45." 

This amendment also introduced the froch<Jid 
tPnuro into the Bill, and hon. ~!!L'lnlx·rs 
opposite had now approved of the rwrpctual 
leasehold tenure. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: \Ye ha Ye n• t 
a.pproved of it. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Well. 
they had waived their rights in that d_iree­
tion, and no furth<'r argurnent was neected. 

Hox. A. G. C. HA WTHORI\;: The~· hnd 
neither approved of the pnpetual lt'asehoicl 
tenure, nor had thPy waived vny of th~u· 
,·io·hts. Thev had tried their best to grw 
,Y~rkers the "optiDH of acquiring a freehold 
or a pcrpctua l lc.:=u:::ehold. and h~· \-v :s sur­
prised that the GoYcrrJment would not agree 
to such a den1ocratic addition to thP Bill. 
TTnclf'r thr> circunlstDnces, there Wd.S r:nthinq, 
for them to d<J hut tD withdraw. 

Question put and pas.sGd. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES moYed--· 
"That the Chainaan lcmYo th" chair, 

and report that thl' Committee do not 
insist on their a.mf'ndrncnt-. in the Bl!t 
to which tho Legislative Asscmblv ha.-n 
disagreed." 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN mc:.,·ecl tlw 
insertion. after the \Vord "Cornn1ittee)" of 
the following words :-

"while not waiving any <Jf tho und<Jubte<l 
rights which the} possess with regard t(} 
the rPjf'ction or arncndment of nionc,­
Bills, rwr admitting the validity of th·,, 
cla.inl that the present rncasure i-; !none~, 
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Rill, nevertheless they are desirous. in 
the interests of worl(ers, that the Bill 
should not be lost through its imper­
fections, and therefore they--" 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
amendment was moved for a certain pur­
pose, and he just wanted to say that he did 
not propose to divide the Committee on it 
because it would be foolish to do so. All 
rho Government were concPrned about was 
pa,sing the Bill to give the workers an 
opportunity to build homes for themselves, so 
that they might not have to pay such 
exorbitant rents as they wore compelled to 
pay under the prp,ent system. The hon. 
gentleman might hav<' his amendment so 
long as the workers "-ere able to get cheap 
homes, which would help to make them 
better citizens. 

Amendn:ient agreed to. 

Question, as amended, put and passed. 

The Council resumed. The CHAIRMAN 
reported that the Committee did not insist on 
thc~ir amendments to which the Assernblv had 
disagreed, including in his report the ainend­
mcnt moved by the Hon_ "'11·- Hawthorn. 

The report was adopted. 

MESSAGE TO ASSENBLY. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES moved­
That the Bill be returned to the Legislative 
Assembly with the following message:-

" That the Legislative Council, having 
had under consideration the message of 
the Legislative Assembly of date 22nd 
October, relative to the \Vorkers' Homes 
Bill, beg now to intimate that they do 
not insist on their amendments in the 
Bill to which the Legislative Assembly 
have disagreed.'' 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: I beg to move 
the insertion, after the words " intimate 
that," of the following words:-

" while they do not waive any of the 
undoubted rights which they possess with 
regard to the rejection or amendment of 
money Bills, ngr do they admit the 
validity of the claim that the present 
measure is a money Bill, nevertheless 
they are desirous, in the interests of 
workers, that the Bill should not be lost 
through its imperfections, and there-
fore." '· 

Amendment agreed to. 
Message, as amended, agreed to. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
ThP SECRETARY FOR MINES: I move­

That the Council do now adjourn. The first 
business on Tue•,day next will be the resump­
tion of the debate on the second reading of 
the Constitution Act Amendment Bill, to be 
followed by the resumption of the debate on 
the second reading of the Elections Act 
Amendment Rill, the second reading of the 
Profiteering Prevention Bill, and the second 
reading of the Jimbour Selections Bill. 
There is no reason to sit to-night_ We can 
a,djourn now, by reason of the fact that we 
ha\'O only one item left on to-day's bnsine"s­
,,hect, which we can go on with on Tuesday 
!H'xt. 

QuPstion put and passed. 

The Council adjourned at 5 minutes past 
6 o'clock p.m. 
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