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1672 Questions. [ASSEl\'IBLY.J Fair Rents Bill. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

WEDKESDAY, 29 OcTOBER. 1919. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \V. Lonnon, Herbert) 
took th<> d1air at half-pust 3 o'clock p.m. · 

QUESTIO""S. 
LA:><D tJSED FOR STATE BG"TCHERIES. 

l.Ir. HOBERTS (Ea.,l Tvou:oom/)(1) asked 
tlw :Yl'ini,;tor in charge of State enterprises

was the Yalu-P of all lands 
or rented bv tlw State, and used 

hatcheries. for the ,-car ended 
30th ,J uno, 19191 " · 

The S~~GRETARY FOR PCBLIC WORKS 
(Hon .. }. Larcombe, J1epJHl) replied-

.' Lands owned, £2,258 10s. : lands 
rPntPd, information is not availabl0.n 

STATE CATTLE FOR :\IEATWORKS. 

::\Ir. GU:\'N (Can>-r r: on) askc·d the Minister 
·in charge of State cnterprist's~ 

·' 1. lias he noticc)d in stDck movc
rnents., as reporte·d in tht- • Charlevillc 
Times' of 11th instunt, a paragraph 
rPadi:ncr '-~ix donkevs and seventv-two 
builocks, Kenmorf·~ to meat,;orks. 
Queensland Governrnont, owners '? 

"2. To which Ineatwol'ks wero the 
above stock consigned·: 

.. 3. Is the meat of snch stock intended 
fo[· the use of the State shulls? " 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
replied-

" 1. No. 
"2 . .i'\o donkeys were purchased with 

Konmore Station, lmt thirtY-six head of 
bul1ocL'3 were raih?-d front~ J(cnrnorc to 
nu ntworks on 9th October. 

·' 3. The moat of sueh bullocks is 
intuKkcl for the U'P of th'' State shops." 

L.,TB! RuJ-;NING oF ToowomiBA TRArxs. 

:Ylr. ROBERTS ::teked the Secretary for 
1lail\Y-lYS>--

'" 1. \Vhut was the reason for the 5.5 
]'.lti. train not arriving at TDo\Yomnba 
until after 1nidr..lght on \YednPsday, thu 
22nd instant? 

'· 2. On what -clan of this month has 
this train arrived at Toov:ooqnba on 
ti1ne ~t 

3. On "\Vhat 1:ay:;, and hovv 1nan:v 
on sucl1 -cfuys, wn"' thios. traiu 

on arrival at Too\YOotnha? 
'· 4. ·will he roqm·4 cunsi~leration of 

tl"' Jf'partmcnt as to a more regular 
ruunin~ to tirr1e-table of this train"?" 

ThP SECRETARY FOR HATLvYAYS 
(Hou. J. A. Fihelly, Paddington) l"f•plied-

,, 1. 0-..ving to the ·eng-u1c stean1ing 

:\'one. 
'' 3. 1st October, 15 minutes late; 2nd 

October, 10 minutes late: 6th October, 
20 minutos late: 8th Octobt>r, 10 minuth 
l·ut<>: 9th October, 7 minute~< late; 13th 
October, 17 minute>·, late; 15th October, 13 
minutes late; 16th OctohN, 56 minutes 
la tu; 20th O<.tober, 21 minutes late; 22nd 
October, 115 minutee latP; 23nl October. 
14 minutes late; 27th October, 45 minutes 
1ate. 

"4. Yes." 

PAPERS. 

The following papers, laid on the table. 
werP ordered to be printed:-

Report ·of the Marine Department for the 
year 1918-19. 

HPport of the Secretary for Public 
Instruction for the year 1918. 

FAIR REl'<TS BILL. 

I:-i!TIATION [l\ COMii!ITTEE. 

(Jir. JJertram, Jrfarer, in the chair.) 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
D10VC'd-

" 'That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to provide for the determina
tion of fair rents for dwelling- houses. 
and for purposes consequent tliereon or 
incidental thereto." 

Hox. J. G. APPEL (Albert): I would like 
the Minister to inform the Chamber whether 
it is proposed to establish a department, 
consisting of the usual officers-directors and 
staff-who will deal with the question of what 
fair rents shall be. On the principle of the 
Bill, of course, there can be no objection. 

Mr. CoLLJKR: That is what you said on the 
Prolitecring Prevention Bill, and then you 
denounced it for all you were worth. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Not at all. On the 
principle of fair rents there can be no ques
tion, but it is the method which is adopted 
to an·in> at an end which is tho subje-ct· 
matter with which one does not often agree, 

The SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC WOHKS: 
Tho quc--,tions of the hon. member for Albert 
are questions which can hardly be replied 
to at this stage. The information desired 
ls lnformDtion which should be given on 
the second reading. On the previous stage 
I gave some information of a general 
character, and I am "\villing to give son1e 
further information now. There will be no 
new buildings, no new set of offices. The 
court will be a model of simplicity and 
cffecti,·eness. There will be no great expen
diture. In New SoLlth '\Yales the cost of the 
court for two and a-half years wa:. only 
£1,600. and that includes the salary of the 
rnagistratc~. \vho ·would be paid by the 
departn1ent in any case. The hon. rr1en1b~r 
for Albert. therefore, will see that thoro will 
be simplicity, expedition, and effeotiveness. 

Hon. \Y. H. BAR!iES : Is that possible under 
a Labour Governn1ent? 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WOHKS: 
Yes. lt is not possible under any other 
G oYennnent. 

GoYERX}[E:<fT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. G. P. BAR:\"ES (Waru:ick): The Bill 
presupposes, to begin with. that high rents 
arc the order-the general rule. I think 
then' is abundant evidence at the present 
dav which indicates quite the opposite. The 
want of buildings exists on every hand, and 
there is verv little or no encouragement to 
owners of la·;1d to improve it, in view of the 
hi"h costs of material, labour, and so forth. 
Bt~ilding enterprises, consequently, have not 
been c2.rrlcd on in our midst, at any rate, 
not to any great o'dent. We want something 
to-day-r;ossibly this Bill will provide it
that will not deter from building, but some
thing which will encourage it. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
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Mr. C. P. BARNES: I am. perhaps, a 
1itile nut of order, but it is on those lines 
that I think the Minister might have 
c•n\;g-htenod the Committee. 

Trw :-\ncRETARY FOR PcBLIO 'WoRKS: You 
1Yi1! get it on the Sf\eond reading. 

Mr. U. P. BARNES: I would like it on 
the. introduction, because the only oppor
tLm;ty to widen the scope of the Bill is at 
this du:;o. Once we accept the present 
propo'<d, we are precluded from making any 
altcrat](>ll. Even the .:Minister might be 
rPady ro acf'ept suggestions. 

ThP SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS· In what 
direction do you want to widen th~ scope of 
tlw B;ll'! 

M1~. U .. P. BARNES: \Ye want particulars 
~>f wnat· 1t cDnta1ns. It rnay n~qnir0 1viden-
Jng. 

Mr._ ::ltORGA~ Pfurilla) : WC? passed 
rt•ccntl~-,~ ~ v~ry hbornl rncasur~ in respect of 
work('l'" nornPs and another Bill bbcrahsina 
the \Yorkers' Dwellings Act. At the present 
t 1 rrw pt~opJe wdl not invest their monev in 
huilrling:. dwellings o"·ir.rg to th~ fact .. that 
th<' yrroflrs arc not suffimently grPat. If this 
Bill 1~ gomg to prevent further homes being 
~'n:cted. by pnvatl' C'Dtl'rprise, it is g·oing to 
111Jure m tea·d of do good. .. 

1\lr. s~viiTH : You are more concerned about 
the landlords' profit;;.' 

Mr. :\;[ORGAN: I am not concerned about 
the landlords' profits. I know a certain 
numbc·r of men who have invested in dwell
ings a re vc'r.:. sorry owing to the fact that 
tlw rental they obtained in not sufficient to 
gin~ them a fair interest on the capital 
cxpend,d .. 

Mr. F. A. CooPER: Do vou not think it is 
to give them ;, Bill which will 

a fair interc'"'t '? 

1\Ir. MORGAN: That mav be the objcd 
of the RilL Owing to the fac't that a numbet· 
of gentlemen representing the Government 
J~w \-e put thPil' rnoncy in propPrt~T. it 1nay be 
tound neGeBsary to introduce a Bill of this 
-description to give them a reasonable interest 
011 tlwir invf'"-tment. 

Tbc; SECRE'rARY FOR PuBLic ·woRKS: This 
oul.v applies to rack rent. 

Mr. i'IIORGAN: I do not know whore 
rack rent exist·· in Queensland. I feel sure 
the t\Hl Bills I ~1avc mentioned will do away 
\nth uny nccm·,ity for a Bill of this nature, 
lwcau-,:, irom the poorest inhabitant up to 
those who arc in receipt of a fair wage, the 
peopk wlll bo able to obtain a home of 
their ()\VU and ront;als 1nust f~Yentuallv come 
rlrn,·n. I am doubtful whether it is ~vise to 
introduce a Bill of this dc~c•'iption. If it 
is, l do no~ know why it has not gone 
furtlwr and mcludcd bnBiness propertic'. 

1\Ir. SIZER: BeforP we decide whether it 
is ad,·isabli; to introducCJ this Bill, I think 
thP }Ijn1stcr shonld givB us f:OlTIC rnoro 
infonrw;irm. 'vVe know verv well that there 
has br•nn a gen~ral tendcnc~- to increase the 
eost of '"'ocling houses, .and the natuntl 
-<'OilS~'CJ nenc·; are increa:;::0d rf~nts. I think the 
l\linistr ,. choukl tell us at this stage the basis 
oJJ which rents can be fixed; whet,her pro
vision •.--ill be made for the raising of rents, 
which adn1ittedly, in sorne cases. are low, 
a hn.;: been don£1 in Ne\\' South Wales, or 
i5 it only a proce\55 of bringing thern down? 
\Yr' know very well that the State Insur

:-tncP ( '( .::n:lJi~sioner i:s accepting reinsuranccs 

on Queensland properties at considerably 
increased prices. \Ve know that a house 
which years ago was safely insured for £300 
can now be insured foe £500, 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. SIZER: Insurance companies .ar~ not 
benevolent institutions, .and if they wilt 
grant an insurance of £500 on a house which 
years ago carried an insurance of only £300. 
there must be some good reason for it. 

Mr. I'ETERSON : Do they do it? 

Mr. SIZER: Yes, they do. Vlith the 
increased rovaltics of timber brought about 
b-,- the presefit Government, people arc unable 
to purchase mateeial to erect houses at any
thing nr:ar the price which previously 
obtained. 

The CHAIR M AN : Order ! 
Mr, SIZER: There is a big dearth or 

hou,es in Brisbane, and if this Bill is going 
to be the means of closing a venues for men 
to inv{:~st their Gavings in houses in order 
to relieYe that distress-if it is going to be 
a detri~ent to those people-I d~ not think 
it is advisable that it should be mtroduced .. 
But if the Minister will give us .an as;;urance 
that it i;; to be purely a basis on which fair 
rents are to be ;~stablish<:d, aud the court 
will be free to take into consideration the 
altered conditions. there should be no objec
tion to the Bill. .. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. The CHAIRM.\N 

reported that the Committee had come to a 
resolution. and the resolutton \Vas agrce.d to. 

FIRST READING. 
On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 

PUBLIC \YORKS. tlw Bill was read a first 
tin1e and the second reading n1ade an Order 
of the Day for to-morrow. 

J DlBOl:R SELECTI0::-.,[1'\ BILL. 
SECOND RE.I.DING. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(H;m_ .J. H. Coyne, Wa.rrego): The objeet 
of this Bill is to rectify another blunder of 
the past. (Opposition interruption.) Hon. 
uentlcmen seem to disao-rcc with that. Were 
it not for the blunder h~ving bo·en committed 
in the past, there would be no necessity for 
this Bill. 

Mr. RoBERTS: Dry times, 
Th,, SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC LANDS: 

Jimbour is an estate which was acquired 
by the Go,-ernment· in 1907. under an Act 
\Yhirh \Vas pa;,::;cd the prCYlOUS year~the 
Closer Settlement Act of 1906. The Crown 
ya]uatjon of that land, and also that agrf~ed 
upon .at the time by the Land Court. wa: 
£2 2s. per acrr. I rn.ight say it was regarded 
then as ao-ricultural land. Howc,·er. thP 
owner, .of tlre land-the Queensland National 
Bank Compau~', LimitE,d-objocted to that 
valuation and the decision of the Land Court, 
and appealed to the Land Appeal Court. 
Tlw owners' valuation wail £3 10s, per acre, 
and the Land Appeal Court decided that 
£3 10s. per acre WaS a pr.:rper Yaluation for 
that land. Possescion of the lands was to he 
giYen at different periods; the first lot in 
1907 the next in 1908, the next in 1909. 
and' th fourth lot in 1910. A condition of 
selection was that a selector would have to 
pa\· one-tenth of the purchasing price of the 
lar;d on selection "·ith hi, deposit. I might 
sa v that some of the land brought up to £7 
pt.~r acre. The in1proYOH1l'nts on tho land 

Hon. J. Il. Coyne.] 
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:d''O were arl<led to the purd1asing price, and 
it was rather a heavy call upon the selector 
to haYe to pay one-tcuth of the whole. The:c 
lmd to pay no rent for the scc<cnd, third, and 
fourth years of the term, but for the next 
t J cnty-one years they had to pay at the 
rate of £8 2s. 7d. per cent. annually. Amend
ing· legislation was b1·ought in in 1913 per
mitting the selectors to extend tlw term of 
their lea es to forty years, and l'C<clucing the 
annual inten•ct and redemption to £6 6s. per 
n•nt. of the purchasing price. I 1night say 
that thn sel('<:tors uf this estate ''Tcrc in 
trouble fro1n the Yery con1rncnccrnent. ·v.ery 
few of then1 'verc able to pay their rents in 
1912, 1913, or 1914. In 1915 tlw Land Court 

·as asked to hold an inquiry into their 
position. As the result of that inquiry, a Bill 
y·as introduced into this Chan1ber, and was 
J""'ed by l'arliament, called the Agricultural 
Hclid Act of 1915, giYing an extension of the 
forty year~' lease to forty-three years, and 
relieYing the selectors of a 11 rent pay-ments 
for 1915, 1916, and 1917. That was in order 
to tide then1 oYer their then nresent trouble. 
This involved a loss of imere~st to the State, 
at 5 per cent., amounting to £54,600. So it 
will be seen what a loss the State has been 
~ustaining owing to \Yhat I rnentioncd \Y.;JS a 
blunder in classifying this as agricultural 
)aHd. by rea"'on of which nH'n we11t 011 the 
c;;.tate with a Yiew to 111aking a liYing f::._·onl 
-.Agriculture, 1.vhen, as a n1attPr of fact, it v,as 
110t agricultural land at all. As vvcll as 
giYing that relief which I rncntioned, the 
paynu~11t of arrears was spread oyer periods 
1·anging fron1 f-in:> to fifteen years.. corn
H1C'lH.:ing on 31st }!larch, 1913. Notwithstand
ing- all this assi~tance, when the rents for 
1918 bccan1c due~ the sPlcctors waited upon 
me and declared their inability to pay their 
n_•nts. I was thr>n of the opinion, and an1 
7rilL that the scleetors were speaking th0. 
rruth to nH' when they told 1uc they were 
unable tu pay their n_"ni~. Tbcy \Yerc abso
lutely frank 'about the business: They pro
dnctxi their bank books, and showed n1e th{'ir 
accm<~Jts. A number of them had come from 
th,, uther States, in which they had some 
property fron1 which they were deriving a 
profit. They inn•stccl that profit in or·dcr 
to try and "'.l.Y·C thc1nsclves at J in1bonr. It 

was vct·v- unfortunate that the 
[4 p.m.) eelectors' shoul<d be there for a 

number of vears and could not 
e<·c their way dear to pay their rent in 
"ddition to making a living. I promised the 
,electors that I would vlace the matter befor-e 
the Gov-ernment, which I did, and the out
, on1e was that a Royal Commission ·was 
nppoint0d to inquire ir;to the J imbour selec
tors. T,hat Con1rnj~<::>ion consisted of ~1r. \V. 
IIarris, Brisbane police n1agistrate, ~Ir. 
2\Iacdonal<d. one of our assessing- land commis
~ioners and a. Ycry able n1an, and J.\llr. 
Stirling, a very successful farn1er who residos 
JJC'ar Pittsworth, on the Darling Downs. Mr. 
Stirling has also been employed by the Com
monw·ealth Government as a v-aluator of land 
for taxation purposes. The Royal Commis
swn commenced their duties on the 19th 
September, 1918, and they submitted their 
rPport on the 11th December of the same 
year. The recommendations of the Commis
sion were considere-d by the Cabinet. and I 
v:as instructed by the Cabinet to submit them 
to the selectors at Jimbonr to ascertain 
whether the recommendations would meet 
with th<>ir wishe-s, and, if so, hav-e a Bill 
based on their recommendations lbrought 
before Parliament. That was done, and the 
selectors almost unanimously agreed to the 

[Hon. J. H. Coyne. 

recomrneudations made by the Ro;;.·a! Com-
nlission. If I rmn01nb('r rightly, there 1\ as 
only one who ,cJisagre<'d out of the wh01e 
number of oelectors on Jimbour. He would 
uot allow his land to be converted into per
petual lease. I understand that that man is 
not a bona.. fide agriculturist or dairyn1an, 
rGJr cyc_tl a grazier, but he is a professional 
1nan, -who resides in Dalby. According to 
the provisions of this Bill, and in order to 
tide the selectors OYer the unforhmatc time,; 
they ha Ye gone through and to gi vc them an 
opportunity of making .a fresh dart. in the 
hopes that the seasons will improve, we think 
that by n1akiug ,it a grazing propo ~itioa 
there is a better chance of making so1nething 
out of it than there \' ,mld be if they con
tinu•[:d to work it as an agricultural proposj
tiou. The Bill prov-ideo, for the first ten _,ears 
horn 1908-that ie to say. Llp till the 30th 
June, 1918-the selectors shall only be asked 
to pay 1 per cent. ou rhe capital value of 
the land. That will bring them up to 30th 
June. 1918. From that dat thev will bte 
asked to pay 2 per cent. on the ca1;ital valu2 
for a further sevPn year::;. It is r l~o pt'OYided 
that -subsc~quent reasscssn1ents rhaU b1· n1ade 
eY•cry :seven years, i11stead uf fi Eteer< 
{·oars. as is mually done. l think that 
IS a goo·d proyision, because ill-
furttine thu selectors, as it has (loEe llJl 
to the vrcscnt ti1ne, it is oniy a right thing 
that tbei r position should be rov-iowL•·l in 
soyen ycarf: Owing to the high capital Yaluc 
placed on that estate as an agricultural pro
position. they haye not rnad{~ a suc-cf"·;s of it. 
This Bill will giYo them an of 
Inaking good. If the~- do 111 

-seven years, then the Crown has a 1 (J 

get portion of irs o\\'H back duriDg ;.;uh-
'H~quent seyen years. It is, thcr{'for~. fai1· 
for the selectors and fa.ir for C'rcwn. 
This proYision may not apply to repur-
clwsed estates or all perpetuai leases, but it 
peculiarly applies to the ,J imbour ,,ekctors. 
After the passage of this Bill any selector on 
,J imbour who dosiroc to come under the pro
v-isions of this Act ma\ do so within ninety 
days of the passage of the Act, exr •;pt csoldier 
settlers. and in the caso of soldi·crs thev wlll 
be allowed six months in which to do so. 
That prm·ision was put in particularly to 
apply t'o any soldiers who may be o';ersca 
and· who may not know that this Act is 
being passed. They will then have an oppor
tunity \vithin slx rHonths of co:-niug uude1· the 
pnn·isions of this Act. \Ve al'o makP a pro
vision that whrrr a rnan has an agricultural 
farm he may apply to come under th;s Act; 
also that a n1an -who has applied fnr the 
conyersion of hls. agricultural farn1 to per
petual lease n1av surrender it and co1ne u_nder 
the provisions of this Act. I think member~ 
will agree with 111{~ that vve ar8 d0aling 
generously all round with thE' residc'nts of 
.Jirnbour for the sake of the State and for 
the sake of the eelector~, and it is hoped 
that they will do bett-er than they have done 
in the past. As a matter of fact, thrw will 
haYo to do better, because their efforts in 
the past have been a complete failure. From 
inquiri·c> I made. there is a big percentage 
of good, practical agriculturists ancl g-cn0ral 
farmers on the Jimbour Estate. \Ve are 
making provision that they may hol·d up to 
2,560 acres each. (Hear. hear!) There is a 
portion of the estate that is not yet soJ.cctecl_ 
We are not regarding it as an agricultural 
proposition now, but as a grazing proposi
tion, and that area can also be taken up. 

:Mr. MORGAN: Two thousand five hundred 
and sixty acres is small enongh. 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA :\lDS: 
"iY" consider that 2,560 acres will be as mnc·h 
as a man can look after. If a man takes up 
an\' of the unsclectcd portion, it must. be 
nwlnded m the 2,560 acres. \Ye are wai,·inrr 
sr>ction 91 of the principal Act, which pr;: 
v1dcs that a selector n1ust reside within 15 
mileq of his block, because we find that 
portion of the unsohK:tod part of the estate 
is more than 15 miles awav. 

:VIr. MoHGAN: \V ill you ·give them prefer
ence? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA::\DS: 
Y c-s. It is 110 use saying 1ve \V ill allow thc1n 
to rr1ake use of it and then let outsider~ con1e 
it: an~ take i~ from them. It is also pro
ndod m the Brll that no lease will be issued 
to any selector on Jimbour until the improve
ments are paid for. The Royal Commission 
dealt with the improyew,ents separately from 
the capttal value of the land and. as we have 
decided that this is a conti,;ual drain on the 
Crmnr, we have deci·ded that the selector 
must pay for his improvements before he gets 
lns lease. rrhere is DOt lllUCh UYO'l.UYlent 

required on this Bill, because it n~ust be 
patent to everyone that a blunder "-as n1a.de 
in the direction of purchasing the land as 
~~ gncultural land and jn inducing people to 
come from all parts of Australasia to take it 
up as agricultural land. Thev have boon 
tr~ving to produce agricultural p~·oduco therpl 
hnt it has been a total failure, and it is only 
nght that we should do· something for the 
selectors. This Bill provides what we are 
doing; for them. The unanimity of thE• 
selectors of ,J imbour will be the cmeans of 
thmn bccorning a sclf-conta}necl connnunity 
there instead (}f becoming a lmrd<'n on t h.f' 
State, as they have been for a nun1ber of 
years. p~Rt. Thoro is ono thing shown by the 
nnanun1ty of approval that those snggetJtions 
ha\"C met with, and that is the po;ndarit!· 
of the perpetual lease svstcm. That. i,; 
!Joco1ning more apparent ev-ery day. 

:VIr. MoRGAN: Don't say that. They are 
compelled to accept th'' perpetual lease: 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC LA::\DS: 
\Yhy are thev compelled to accent it' 

:VIr. lYioRGAN: You force them to tuke it. 

The SECRETJ,RY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
They can go on <J.s they are if they like. 

:\fr. MouGAN: That argument is no good. 
lt is not that the perpetual ]pose is popu'iar. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The perpetual lease system is becoming more 
popular every day, and hon. members cannot 
deny it. The reason why it is bPcoming 
1non' popular every day is that n1ombcrs of 
the Governn1ent, and honest persons outf'ide 
the Governrncnt, are showing· up the trirks 
(·' the land sharks who have been dcceiYinp: 
the people with regard to freehold in the 
past. \Vhilst the freehold system obtained, 
the land shark was able to ·deceiYe people. 

~1r. SrzER: 11here arc a good many fl't•c~ 
holders sitting on that side of the House. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
It may have been forced on them, as 'ng·. 
p·,·sted by the hon. member for ).!urilla. 
They took up land under the conditions that 
\Yerc obtaining. 

:VIr. SrzER: It was not forced on the Secre
tc:ry for Agriculture at Beerburrum. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC LANDS: 
J nndorstand that the perpetual ]case system 
io being better understood by the people than 
it, was in the nast, and as time goes on it 
will become more popular. (Hear, hear !) 

During the initiatory stages of this Dill I 
mentioned that other repurchased E''·tates 
would he considere-d, and if tlicy We're not 
given a fair deal in the manner in ,vhieh 
their estates were purchased, and the~" found 
theY could not make a living on them, I 
ha,~e g;ot the permission of the Cabinet to eay 
that, if 50 per cent. of the selectors on any 
one estate apply and say they are prepared 
to convert their freeholds into perpetual 
leases, I will be prepared to appoint a Royal 
Commission to inquire into their conditions 
with a view of affording them relief on the 
sanw linos as that provided for the Jimbour 
selectors. They must, of course, be prepared 
to convert their freehold" into perpetual 
leases. 

Mr. GRAYSO:\: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA~DS: 
l know of my own knowledge at least ono 
repurchased estate \\hi eh will take a.dnmtagc 
of this offer. I think I know of two. How
ever, the offer is open to them, and i[ they 
\Yish to take advantage of it they may do so. 
But thoy will understand that there can be 
no reducticn of the capital value of the land. 

:VIr. MORGA:\ : Ah ! 
The 'SECRETAEY FOR PUBLIC LA~DS: 

The hon. member for Murilla m vs "Ah!" 
There can be IlO relief given towards reduc
ing the capital value of the land unle·< the 
]{lw is altered, but we can giYe them relief 
by ofi'eri11g a lo 1 '.'er rate of in ten st than the:v 
<::1 rt~ paying at the prc':,ont time. I do not 
thin:c I need say any more in explaining tho 
provisions of this Bill. If any member of 
the Assembly wishes any further information, 
I will bo prcpurcd to give it when we get 
into Connnitte0. I move,-

" That the Bill be now read a second 
tin1c." 

GOYER~MEXT lviE1IBERS: Hear, hear : 
:VIr. VO\VLES (Dalby) : I dnire, on bdtalf 

of the Jirnbour selectors, to congratulate tlw 
:;ylinistcr on carrying out his prmnisc 1 and 
on criving thenl the re]icf w'hich was 6Ug'

(rest~d bv tho Roval Cornrnission -which 
in~uired fnto their f(n·tunt'" 1 or, rather, their 
misfortmws. The lVIinistcr for Public Llwds 
referred to the errors of the past. I know 
the historv of Jirnbour, bcr>;ause I 1cras then-' 
at, the tirr'le. I remember when the Govcrn
llrent decided to rush in and take tho pro
Jwrtv for the purpose of closer settlement: 
hut · the Queensland National Bank had 
a1readv 1nad0 arrangc1nents. to cut it up. It 
\vas slirYeved a11d advertised, but, :or so1ne 
n'ason, th8 Goyernn1ent thought it '\Ytas going· 
to be a good proposition for closer settlc.mer;t, 
and they ·decided to compulsonly acqmrc Jt. 
Unfortunat<•ly for them, t}rere was a rh£
ference of opinion as to whAt the real value 
was. Th<'v went into the Land Court. w1th 
the result ·that a ycry heavy burdet was put 
upon the land in litigation costs, and all the 
expenses of bot)> ,.ides. had to be tacked on 
to the purchasmg pnce, as well as othet· 
expenses. Under the Act 10 per cent. of the 
,·aluc must in all ca.ses be added. That made 
the price highe·r than it might have been 
had it been readily fixed. However, as far 
as the pastoral land is concerned, the 
GoYcrnment that I was supporting in those 
davs wanted to deal with it--

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : They 
got 330 signatures to a petition in order that 
they might take it up. 

Mr. VOWLES: I remember the litho
graph being there, the advertisements appear
ing in the papers, and Mr. James Love 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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being- in Dalby to sell the· land. However. 
that is not the point. The Jimbour 
selectors have had many vici<>~itudes; there 
have been most deserving cases; they have 
been up against misfortune after misfortune, 
drought after drought, and the Govern
ments. from time to time, have come 
to their relief, but, unfortunately. they 
have had such a· series of misfOTtunes 
that their capital has all been spent, and 
th"Y a.rP now on property which is encum
bered, \l'ithont sufficient capital to carry them 
along. As far as they wore concerned, the 
only thing- wa~ to accept the Government's 
terms to remam on the property, and when 
th(• hon. mem.bcr says the selectors have 
readily accepted the perpetual lease, I know 
that in manv cases they would have much 
pref<'rred fredwld, but it was a case of " half 
a loaf i' bdtor than none." and l trust. 
that their oxperi<moo in perpetual lease will 
he the means of their making their fortunes. 
I think they are paying 1s. 4jd. an acre on 
the ayerago area of the land. If they had 
that land for forty years at that price, they 
would have freehold at the finish, but, under 
J'lcrpetual kase, at the end of forty years 
all they will have will be thA improvemenb. 
\i\~hen those circulars \Vere sent out, many 
selectors came and asked mY opinion. 
I Raid, "The position is this: It is the 
Uovernment's policy not to grant freehold: 
they are prepared to give it under perpetual 
lease, and if you do not take that you will 
not gf'! it at all, and it will mean that. your 
hom.Ps will have to be forfeited:" and, lib' 
semible men. they made the best of the deal 
and decided to accept it. 

Mr. COLLIXS : They accepted perpetual 
lease. 

Mr. VO\\'LES: Because they could not get 
anything else. 

:'.1r. HAR1'LEY: Well, what did they want? 

Mr. VOWLE~: They simply wanted some 
r<'awnablP rehef; because it has been 
admitted bv all Governments that there had 
~ecn a false price put upon the land, and 
rt was also valued as agricultural land, 
whereas it should ha;-e been valued as 
pastoral land. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Do you want us to write 
off about three-fourths of their liability? 

;yh, VOWLES : It is not a question of 
writing off. Are you going to kick those 
men out after they have spent their money 
a~ Cro·wn tenants? 

Mr. HARTLEY: \Ve are giving them a 
ehancP to stay on. 

Mr. VOWLES : I am glad to see that the 
Cmwn realises its responsibility. The finding 
of thr Commission disclosed that a living 
e.re,; of this class of land is nothing less than 
2.560 acn", find that was after lookinv through 
the books of the selectors who have tilled the 
land, and many have gone in for mixed farm
ing. Therefore, I ask the Minister to think 
\Yhcthrr he is doing a fair thing for the 
m.en he is pntting on Cecil Plains in the 
area h0 is putting them on in the face of 
the finding of the Jimbour Commission? 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: There is 
no comparison whatever. The cases arc not 
nna1ogous. 

Mr. YO\'i'LES: There is not an acre of 
land on CPcil Plains to compare with anv 
acre on Kaimkillenbun. If we could on]~ 
manag'' to put the rainfall that we get 
evenly oYer the year-26 or 28 inches-the 

[.11r. V 010les. 

qualih of soil we have there would produce 
anything, but the trouble is that the rain 
comes at the wrong time for agriculture, it 
comes at the wrong time for wheat; and 
then wo must also remember that we have. 
unforhmatoly, had drought after drought and 
are still in one. 

I\'Ir. ·w. CooPER: At Jimbour you are in a 
drought but not for the State Government. 

Mr. YOWLES : I hope the hon. gentleman 
will realise that the State Government, or 
the gentlemen who sit there, are doing 
nothing, personally, towards the relief 
(Government interruption.) 

J\Ir. BRE"'XAK interjected. 

Mr. VOWLES: It is not a just ola1m, and 
I am sorry to hear tho hon. gentleman who 
IS supporting it say that it is. 

J\lr. DRENKAX: I did not say it is not just. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: If we 
did not do it--

l\Ir. VO\\ LES: If they did not do it I 
would say they were not trDating their 
tenant~ in a just wa,Y; but I say that you 
are treating them in a just way, and I 
c·on11uend you for it. 

:\Ir. CARTER: The Government alwavs does 
th<it. -

:\fr. YOWLES: It does occasionally. 
::\Jr. CARTER: Then, why arc you sa.ying so 

nmch about it" 

::\Ir. VOWLES: Well, I said I got up to 
rcph· to the Minister; I quite agree with all 
h-·· said, except one thing. l can assure hin< 
that. as far as perpetual lease is concerned 

. it i.-; forre of circumstanC{''< ' 
:\Ir. CoLLe.:s: Are you opposing the Bill? 

::\Ir. YO\VLES: No, I am supporting it, 
and a1,1 giYing rny reasons. 

:\Jr. l'OLI.IKH: It contains the principle of 
pt>rpetudl l{~ase. 

C.Ir. VO\VLES: I know it does, and the 
>oelt·ctors have agreed to accept it; therefore' 
I <ill\ quite in agreement with it. Still, I 
lwlien in their having the option if they 
V\·an~, it. 

:\Jr. L'.mTER: vVhy do not you oat the 
]Jlmn:-- and say nothing·: 

.JL'. VOWLES: When I get good plm•" 
l lik<' t0 blk about them, and I have good 
pluws 011 this occasion. I trust the Bill \VII! 

get the support of tbis Chamber and a speedy 
pa •.. -.age through the other, because I know 
th•· Go,'ernment a.re building on this 
bt)coming la\V; they arc fran1ing their rental 
now in antlripation of this legislation, and 
thP sPh'ctms also \\ant to know if it is 
bPf'Onling law. I hnpo it vviH bccon1e Jaw 
within a \Yl~E'k. 

:\h. BR.EXKAN (Too1roomba): I was verv 
pl<'a<•d to hear the hon. member for Dalh~ 
c'uligrlltulatc the l\,1inlRter on introducing thrs 
Bill. lt is cnly evide-nce that perpetual leasp 
L'. or ,!Jould be, the most popular form of 
h•nnn• for our land settlerrwnt. Ha.d the 
,Jilllbnur 'l"ttlcrs taken up the land originaily 
on perpetual lease, they would have been 
r.- ]jp,·pd of a great deal ~f inconYenienee .and 
stl'r•:'5. Thcv tell me that in 1913. when they 
nppr'>3('hed 'the then Minister f01: Lands. th;-, 
Hon. Jamcs Tolmic, they got an unsym
pathetic )lea ring. The member for Dalby was 
then a .. upportcr of the Government, but 
hHI :10 influence with his own Government 
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get relief for them. That 1s proved 
the fact that there is no alteration in 
tenure, and the hardships have been 

inflicted upon those Crown tenants until this 
Goyernment saw fit to alter the tenure. \Ve 
find that clause 3, section (d) of the Act 
~ass-

.· The annual renta.l for the first period 
of the lease shall be a sum equal to ono 
pouud per centum of the notified pur
chasing price of the land (exclusive of 
improvements, if any) when selected as 
an agricultural farm." 

:iil'. MORGAN: That amounts to 1s. 4c!. au 
acre. 

:\h. BRENNAN: Had that condition been 
i Ill posed on those settlers in 1913, they would 
]m,·e had great relief for the past six ye<Lrs. 
but, unfortunately, the then Government di<l 
>~othing. This Government has made it pos
sible for those men to pull through and 
1·cmain Otl the land. ThosP settlers assured 
me that the:-· are grateful for what this 
GoYernment has done, and you can see that 
this Govcrnrnent is now out to assist the 1nan 
011 the laud and to encourage production
rh~ primary industry of farming. I think 
that hon. members opposite should at ]eao<t 
''o-operat.e with this Government. to bring 
about this Bill without any further debate·. 
I feel mre that the Gm·ernmcnt will lw 
congratrrlatec! by t.lw whole of the people 
of Qtwcnsland, particularly those in the 
nalby district. The hon. mernb<'r for Dall>Y 
111adc reference to Cecil Plains as compared 
"ith J imbour. I think any expert will know 
that Cecil Plains is a far better property 
and proposition for closer settlement than 
Jimbour. 

::\1r. VmuEs: It is exactly the opposite. 

Mr. BRENNAN: The hon. member must 
know that Cecil Plains is looked upon as a 
far better and more convenient place for 
dosor settlement than Jimbour. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS: Am! it 
has permanent water on it. 

:VIr. BRENNAN: And it has permanent 
water on it, an<l water of a very soft nature 
('an be obtained very near the surface, which 
is not the case at Jimbour. It is far easier 
to irrigate the Cecil Plains Estate than the 
.J imbour Estate. I think this Bill will be the 
l!leans of educating all the fa.rmers on these 
repurchased estates to the belief that per
petual lease is the best, because this land 
was taken up by the earlier owners at some
thing like £1 an acre. They made a profit 
on it-they paid no land tax, and they 
pawned it off on to the Government at 
Romething like £4 or £5 an .acre, and the 
farmer who comes along now has to bear 
the burden, while the earlier selector can 
;>;o and live in England, or Sydney, and retire 
for life; an<l the poor man, who is suppDsed 
to be represented bv the Opposition, has to 
'hear the burden. Yet they stand for the 
leasehold system at 2s. 6d. an acre. a.nd 
RPlcctors take it up at £7 and £8 an acre. 
This Government stands for perpetual lease. 
which allows the small holder to make 
income from his capital and thereby secure 
to himself the means, should his investment 
b<' a bad one, of surrendering or forfeiting 
his selection and going to some other place. 
It stan<ls for the best and mmt progrt'ssive 
syst<-,m of land settlement, and the Opposition 
know it and will not admit it. 

::\lr. :YIORGAN: The :'\[inister, in intro
ducing this Bill, said it was for the purpose 
of rectifying blunders made in the past. l 
admit, to a very great extent, that a blunder 
was made in opening Jimbour, in the first 
imtance, as an agricultura,l settlempnt, but I 
also think the Government should not, after 
paying for its experience, blund{Jr in the 
same direction; because that is Yrhat this 
Governrnent is doing, so far as Mount IIutton 
and Cecil Plains arc concerned. It is ouly a 
watter of a fow years until-no matter what 
Government is in power-they will have to 
bring down Bills to increase the areas on 
both those holding,, It is ver:v interesting 
to note what occurred in 1917, when the 
prcs"nt Government introduccrl a Bill known 
as the Agricultural Settlers' Relief Act 
Amendment Bill. They did not at that timP 
bring in a Bill of this sort. They did not 
propoRP to give the Jin1bour s£ttlcrs .any 
permanent relief. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS : They 
carried Ollt the direction·, o£ !he L:cncl C'~urt. 

[4.30 p.m.] 

Mr .. M ORGAN: Why did they tinker with 
iL in 1917'? At that time I made these 
1·err1arks--

" The trouble is that the Jimbour land 
\.Yas cut up for ag-ricultural purpost~s 
when ::'\1 ature never inten<loo, it for such 
pm·posc;·. Nature never intended the 
Jimbour land for anything else but 
grazing land. The hon. member for 
E.•chmn said that relief Bills were neces
sary owing to the fact that a high price 
was paid for the land. I admit that too 
high a price was paid for the land, but 
that has nothing to do with the fact that 
the Jimbour settlers have been unable to 
make a living on their selections. The 
trouble is that they have been trying to 
make a living from the cultivation of 
land which was never intended b:y Nature 
to be used for agricultural purposes. 
They have tried to ·do that year after 
year. and the effort has been almost a 
complete failure. Had the Government 
of the clay when they <lecided to resume 
the Jimbour Estate cut it up into 5,000-
acre grazing farms instead of 640-acre 
agricultural farms, or less, we should have 
had a number of prosperous graziers on 
that estate." 

That is what I sai<l when I endeavoured to 
get the Government to increase the areas as 
the:v propose in this Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Why 
·did the Government not <lo it in 1913 when 
you supported them? 

Mr. J\IIORGAN: In 1913 I had the 'ame 
Yiew as I have at this moment. I ha<l an 
opportunity of becoming a settler on the 
estate myself, but I would not consi<ler it 
under the conditions at any price. Further· 
on I said-

" There is only one remedy, and that is 
to resume the whole of the area again 
an<l cut it up into grazing areas of 5,000 
areas an<l upwards. A number of the 
Jimbour settlers have not. up to the 
present moment contributed anything of 
the capital value of their land, and when 
they have not contributed anything of 
the purchasing value of the land an<l thev 
a re still unsuccessful " · 

Then again, I said-
" I am not going to oppose this Bill. 

though, as I .have pointed out, it wili 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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only afford temporary relief. If the 
present Government rentain in power for 
the twelve months thev will haYe to 
bring forward some oth,;r rrlief, because 
the settlers will then be in the same posi
tion as they are in to·day. They need to 
hP placc~d in a different position, and 
until that is done. no matter what 
Goverrnnent arc in po\Ycr, there will be 
-continual agitation on the part of the 
sct.tlers to get better conditions." 

r told the GoYernmont in 1917 that the Bill 
thev wnc introducing \\"as only temporary, 
anrl that it was of no permanent use. ThP 
Commission which the Government appointed 
haYe :1mctic'llly borne out all I said. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA~ms : \Vill 
You not admit that whatever Bill thev 
hroug·br in in 1917 the tPmue could not be 
reviPIVC{l '? 

1\h-_ ::\IORGAN: They should ha Ye brought 
iu a lllCUSUl'€ to increase the area. rJlhc 
:C\1inistc·r has admitted that it is onlv a 
grazing prDposition, and even with 2,580 
acrP'-i it is o-:1ly going to 1nean an existence 
for thP settl(,rS. I defy the Minister, or any 
othr-r Pf'rson in this Chamber, to sho'v that 
anything more than an existence can be 
obtaine-d in an area of 2.580 acres as a. 
grazing proposition. In good seasons the 
peoplo on the Jimbour Estate will make 
morw:-: but, unfortunately, Queensland suffer> 
frorn continual ·droughts, and it is necessary 
for the man on the land to make a lot of 
money during good seasons so that he will 
have a nc-->t egg to carry him oYer the bad 
periods that continually confront u'. The 
rent for the second period is £2 per cent.. 
which the hon. member for Dalbv has stated 
is equal to 1s. ~d. per acre. l: think the 
'Y[iniw'r wili admit that there is no grazing 
farm or pastoral holding in Queensland at 
t~lf' present rnoment that is paying anything 
hke ls. 4d. ner acre. 

The SECHETARY FOR PuBLIC L.\NDS: I admit 
that the people on Jimbour know their own 
businecs best. 

Mr. ::YIORGAN: As the hon. member for 
DalLY stii:ted. it is purely and sin1ply a case 
of acccptmg half a loaf as bci ng better than 
no bread. This proposition is better than 
what they have. just as the Bill introduced 
in 1917 gave them temporary relief. This 
mea,ure is going to give them, I admit, oyer 
RC much better opportunity of making a 
living than any previous measure of this or 
any other Government. The point I wish to 
make in regard to other repurchased estates, 
Mount Hutton and Cecil Plains in particular, 
ioo that the Government are erring in the 
sa.me direction. On Mount Hutton from 
5,000 to 20,000 acres is necessarv to make a 
living. The Minister can boar me out in 
that if he has travelled over it, and I have 
no doubt that he has. becauSB he has 
travelled a good deal in that locality. It is 
a fatal blunder to open the land on Mount 
Hutt<Jn in such small areas, and-although, 
perhaps, to a less extent-it is also a fatal 
blunder on Cecil Plains. I am going to 
support the Bill, and I hope that under it 
the Jimbour settlers will have a run of 
good seasons and be able to pay their way, 
and eventually become prosperous settlers. 

Mr. COLLINS (Bowcn) : I want to have a 
few words on this Bill, because it seems to 
be almost an annual affair. vYe have had a 
good manv Bills dealing with the Jimbom 
settlers. I am not saying. that they should 

[Mr. Morgan. 

not, he introduced if they will give relief to 
the settlers, but I would like to point out 
that there are other repurchased estates 
besides J imbour, and I was very pleased to 
hPar the Minister say that in the event of 
5·~ per cent_ of the selectors on those estates 
rnakin;.· apJ)lication, he '.vill have a commis~ 
si<>n appoirited to inquire into the conditions 
tlJPre 

The SECRETARY FOJ! PnBLTC LANDS : So long 
as thc:y agree to perpetual lease. 

1\'Ir. COLLI).JS: Yes, so long as th<>c- agree 
tc> t,Jw policy of the Government: t.hat is, the 
riystrm of perpetual lease. There i:3 no 
doubt that some of the farmers on tbo Inkor
man Estate paid too much for thei'r land. 
and I want it to be known to them that if 
thcv fulfil the conditions laid down b-.- the 
Mi;1ister they also can get a comn1issiOn, a<3 
can the settlers on other repurchased Q',tatcs 
in -different parts of Queensland. I remember 
that when thi;; Bill was before the House in 
1917, I said that more than likely we would 
han' to alter it later on, that our laws were 
not like the laws of the Mcdc:s and Persians
"-'" could alter them when we saw their 
irnpprfection~. It has bf~en found necessa.r~v 
t<J in trod uco a Bill in 1919 to amend that. 
Bill of 1917, and if this Bill does not give 
n~lief, that is, if the men on the land cannot 
get a living from the land, it is the duty of 
this GoYernment, or any other Government. 
to pass mcasun•s which will enable them to 
g·ct a !i,-ing on the land. I said t:hat in 1917. 
and I repeat it in 1919, because I know that 
this Government, and I hope any other 
UovPrnrnent, have a desire to see people living 
on the land rather than coming into tlw 
city. Vi'e have too many in the city at the 
present time, and it is the duty of the 
Gov0rnment to get as many as possible 
settled in the: country, to build up the great 
nation we all desire. 

l\Ir. GRA YSON (Cnnninr;h·xrn): I shall 
certainly support the Bill, the second reading 
of >vhich has been moved thts afternoon. 
I consider that it will be of Yery great assist
ancp to the .Timbour selectors. At the same 
tim; I wo~ld just like to point out that this 
nnpctual lease system is not the popular 
svstem that the Minister has indicated. 
Perpetual lease is forced down the th~·oats 
of t!l<> s<>lectors. Thev ha vc to accept 1t or 
lhey -get no relief. "The _Jimbour settl_ers 
hRYe signified their intentwn of acceptmg 
perp<'tual lease and m the terms whiCh th'd 
l\J:inist.;r has indicated. 

I remember that years ago under the Land 
Ad there was only on8 year's grace in which 
the selector mig.ht pay his rent after ho 
had vaid a deposit of 10 per CP.nt. and 
survey fees. In 1905 the Land Btll was 
introciuced bv the late Hon. J. T. Bell, and 
l had drafte'd a new clause which increased 
the tenure from ton to tw.;nty-five years, and 
allowed the selector four years' grace. That 
was of very great assist~nce indeed. to t~e 
selectors. At the 6aml;) ttme, my opm10n Js 

that the selector on the repurchased estates, 
instead of getting twenty years or twenty
five vears or forty years, should havl;) been 
a!lm,:ed eighty years for the payment of his 
rental, that is, providod he patd a fatr 
rental on the land. I say that every encour
agcmqnt that can be given to those selectors, 
particularly on Jimbour,_ ~.hould be granted. 
Drought and other c~ndttwns h~ve dern_ved 
them of the opportumty of makmg a hvmg. 
and it was simply impossible for the s~lectors 
on repurchased estates to meet thl;)tr pay
ments. I must say that whenever I have 
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approadwd thP JY[ini,ter I have had no 
diffieulty in getting an extension of time for 
s~ttiNs w.ho were unable to meet their pay
ment,. I think it is only right that he 
<'houlrl grant it., but 1 have during my time 
in Pnrliamcnt met Ministers vvho ·were not 
5.0 \YilJin~ to grant c.~xtensions. 

I have heard it shted that it was a Liberal 
Go\~ernrP.elit ho en' the; cause of the rcpur
{'ha~;e of th0 ~Jjrnbour :K'>tate. I vvou1d likf~ 
to point out t.~Htt 1 was in the House in that 
:Vl'<-H. rrnd out. of "!CVenty-bvo mernbf'rs thirty
'fisc who vvero supporting the GovBrnment 
vYere members of the L~bour party. I think 
the lwn. rr10rnbcr for Balonno '\vas, amongst 
others ono -,, ho supported the then Govern
ment.' I must dmdidlv admit that it was 
a grcd blunder-a hu~·o blunder. ThQ _land 
·was ne~,.-er \Vorth half -...vhat was g1vcn. 
Tnstead of £3 10s., it was not worth a 
farthing more than £1 pee acre, because it 

• i;;; only grazing land. . 
1 noticB that the Minister stated that If 

·thf' :::.ettlers on anv othf-)l' repurchased 
t>stntc1 ~wi.Jhcd to cotn;) under the operation..:; 
~f the perpetual lease system he would gr~nt 
a Cornrnission to n1akc 111qu1nt~s. I t'h1nk 
·rhat 50 ocr ce1t. of the Maryvale >ettlem 
"·ill mak"e "l'::lieation to the Minister with 
a viP>Y to a Con1mis1son to Inquli'e 
into their 

At o;:an1r• time anv concession that can 
lw in the directi;n of liberalising the 
tenns llH.ler 1·"i1ich those selectors have pur
<·ha'<-d will lJe a very great relief. I -do not 
thiuk dH.·re ··~·ill be an'",~ trouble i.n passing 
this I>ill through, and ]Jrobably it will have 
t lw of rendering some assist an eo to 
-othn if 50 per cent. of the selectors 
3-l)Pl~~ to the ~Iinist0r for p. Co1nrnission to 
lnqnire into their position. 

Ho~•- W. H. BARNES (Bul·imba): Before 
-rhe motion is put, I would like to draw the 
attem.ion of the Minister to a matter which 
,,ther member" hr.ve drawn attention to. The 
hon. gentlernan n1adc reference to the fnct. 
in his O]lllning remarks. that a blunder had 
Leen C'nmmittcd ·,,·htm the purchase of this 
cstol<' was brought about. The i\Iinister was 
not caudid l'nDugh to say th ,t t.hf' (~tat,'! Vi~a~ 
1n·actica!ly purchased at the instigation of 
the Labour party who were sitting behind the 
c:-ov·ernmcnt at that particular time. If it 
ha<l m•r. been for the support of the Labour 
part-- the Government of the day would not 
haYP been in a position to repurchase that 
Pstaw. Mr. Bell waa 11inister for Lands at 
"fhat r.irne. 

JI.Ir. BREXXAK: Was he Labour? 

Ho:. W. H. BAR!'i'ES: He was in the 
C'oalitin,-, Government of which the Labour 
·party were the supporters. The hon. member 
fm Toowoomba may not like it. but it is a 
fact nevertheless. 'Ne have heard again and 
a -;a in in this IIouse that, in connection with 
-rhc Se,,forth E5tate, a blunder was made. 
:I admit there was a blunder made there, but 
'it was not one which wont in the direction 
of pradically ruining a number of people 
who came to the estate. Possibly there was 
no purchase in connection with the life of 
'Qucenshcnd that meant so much to so many 
pC<Jplc who came here and invested their 
money as did the purchase of Jimbour. 
\Yho w re behind these investments? It 
is refreshing, sometimes, to turn 11P the 
colun1ns of "Hansard" and find who Wf're 
'behind the Government at that particular 
fcime and who were mov-ing them. Wh»t 

do \\'8 find' At that particular tim,• 
I want to emphasise again, when the Labour 
part;<' vv-ere behind the Government. the then 
Ministf'l' for Lands was out to squeeze every 
onncc from the uufortunate selector. I have 
said in this House before and I repeat it 
this afternoon, that one of the difficulties 
which the State has to face is to get people 
on the land. I am absolutelv with the 
Minister in anything that will tend to 8'!-SC 

th0 burden. But let ns notice what the pohc.· 
wa2. I an1 nnoting fron1 ·' 1-Iansa.rd," volume 
c.. year 1907. \'\'hat did the Minister say 
who \\·as in charge of the Bill. or rather 
·w'ho vvas dealing \Vith a rnotion \Yhich \vas 
introduced b,v the Hon. :Nir. Philp at that 
time' He said-

" The Act savs that when the land i3 
being opened _,:e must open it at 10 pc,· 
C'cnt. abo,~e the price per acre v\'e pay 
for it. There were f'xpen:-cs connectod 
with the acquisition of the property, and 
there is 10 per cent. to go on to it under 
e statutorv direction. and the result is 
that I ha.vo to open that property to 
selection in order to preYent a loss fall
ing upon the taxpayers of Queensland. 
through whose rr.oney it vvas acquired. I 
haYe to take care that \\·e get over £4 
pr·r acTC' on the a veragc in order to 
preYPnt sn('h a 1oss occurring. That is 
mv first dut,- in connection with a, replE· 
ch.Used Pstatc.'~ 

Then he o·ops on further down in his 
remarks. to '""'sa~y- ' 

" I a1n prepared to authorise tlH~ 
fornwtion of groups upon it, and HlY 
object is-I said I tell you frankly-to 
g(~t as high a price as I possibly can. 11 

I adopt, I told them, a different policy 
i11 regard to a repurchased estate of this 
character to that vvhich I take in regard 
to the ordinarv Crown lands. and I said. 
'Yon can tell" vour clients that the man 
'"ho conH'S to· n~c and offers rnc the 
highc~t price per acre is the man who 
will receiYe the greatest consideration 
from me.' I went specially to tlw 
Sonth£'rll agents. bPcause the~y are men 
who ha v-c as their elients people vvho are 
accuston1ed to payjng high prices for 
lan~l. I am g-oing to try and get £6 6s. 
for Cmnkil!enbar, That is a low prict' 
in a countrv like ::\"C'w Zealand, or in 
parts of Victoria, for land for an estate 
of this kind. Hero in Queensland it is 
a high price'' 

If anv difficultv or hardshin has been 
brongl1t about-I" say a v-ery great deal of 
hardship has been brought about-it ia 
certainly up to the Labour Government to 
try and reliev-e it. I want to make the point 
perfectly clear that the Labour party sitting 
behind the then Go,-ernmL'nt, with some o[ 
their members in the GoYernment, were 
cntirel,v responsible for the happening, and 
thev themselves brought about som.ething 
which has meant ruination. I regret to say. 
to many a man who settled upon Cumkillen
bar. 

:\Ir. BREXXAX: \Yhat about Gowrie and 
Cecil Plains. 

Hox. IV. H. BARXES: The hon. member 
for Toowooomba does not like it. For the 
moment, we are dealing with JimboHr. \Ve 
know there is a great deal of fireworks in 
what frequently comes from the other side 
from hon. members who speak on certain 
''ubjects. I an\ quite content in drawing th,; 
attl'lltion of the public to the. fact that whilst 

Hon. W. H, Barnes.J 
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the Opposition do not belieYe in leasehold 
they do say it is up to the Government to 
r·Plieve the' se unfortunate scJe~tors. \V c want 
further to have reported in " Hansard" this 
fact, th~t any trouble that has been brought 
about has bl;en entirely due to the so-called 
friends of the people who were behind the 
Government of the day and were represented 
in the Government of the day, in the very 
high prices which were obtained for the 
land in the first instance. They were respon
sible for the high prices that were paid for 
that land. · 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Non
sense ! Did not the Land Appeal Court 
decide it? 

Hoc-;. W. H. BARNES: Here is the 
excuse-" Did not the Land Appeal Court 
decide it?" That is the way they always 
try to get out of things, by putting it on 
r he other fellow. Is it not a fair thing for 
any Minister to take the responsibility? 

The SECRETAHY FOR PDBUIC LANDS : How can 
;;on take the responsibility of a court of law? 

Hoc-;. W. H. BAR:.JES: I am not asking 
the hon. gentleman to take the rPsponsibility 
of something which happE'ned when he was 
not a J.\llinister, but I atn pointing out that 
the trouble was brought about through a 
party sitting behind the Government, who 
allowed this kind of thing to he done, and 
who arc face to face with tnirw to relieve 
the unfortunate seh;ctorc, ' o 

Question-That the Bill be llOW read a 
><•cond time-put and passed. 

COMl>ll'fTEE. 

(c>Ir. Bertrum, JJ,Iar, e, in the chair.) 

Clauses 1 to 5 were put and passed without 
<liseussion or amendment. 

The House resumed. The CHAIRl>IAN 
reported the Bill without amendment. 

The third reading of the Bill was made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

PROFITEERING PEEVE::\TIO::\ BILL. 

SECOND READIXG-HESUMPTIO;:<; OF DEBATE. 

1\.fr. NfORGA:.J: I think this Bill has been 
ln·ought forward by the Government with a 
deliberate intention of hoodwinking the 
doctors of Queensland. As alreadv has been 
proved by numerous speakers on t'his side of 
the House, and has not in any w<ty been 
contradicte·d or refuted by members of the 
Government, an Act of Parliament is in 
<'xistence which would have given the 
Government every opportunity to deal with 
profiteers as they desired. Had the Govern
ment of the day decided to operate in accord
ance with the present Act of Parliament, 
they could have been accused by the electors 
of Queensland of having allm,·ed five years 
to go by without doing anything, although 
they really had the power. 

Mr. W. COOPER: The Federal Government 
wore responsible for that. 

Mr. lVlORGAN: As I ha ye already stated, 
they are deceiving the electors of this State, 
and leading them to believe they had no 
power in respect of the fixing of prices and 
the prevention of profiteering. This Bill has 
been brought forward for that p<irticular 
purpose. The Secretary for Agriculture, in 
dealing with this particular matter. treated 
the House for a long period to telegrams 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

and other matters appertaining to countril'>' 
in all other parts· of the worl-d with tlw excep
tion of Queensland. The sarne 1nay be f:-'.lid 
of the Minister in charg·e of the BilL \Ye 
have asked for concrete cases of urot.iteerin1..:!:, 
but those who han' dealt with tl;e Bill fro;n 
tt Gvvernrnont standpoint have been uuablc 
in an:y .:,hape or fonn to hring conclusive 
f'Vil~euce that profi.tocring is l'alnpant jn 
Queensland. I might eay why arc boots so 
><:1ear as they are at the present mon1eut ~ ·why 
is clothing, more especially la<lies' apparel, so. 
dear'? If I ·wore asked to give eviden('O to 
prove profitoering in the boot trade or in 
connection '!Yith soft goods, 1 'vo uhl not he 
able to ·do so, The fact has beea lightly 
passed over by a nun1ber of speakc_~rs of the 
effect of high wages and reduced hours upon 
thEse partlcular 111atters. In n1y opinion it 
is all important. By the time a hide has 
boon removed from a bullock and is made 
into a pair of boots and sold in Of!·' of the 
reh<il shops in Queensland, that particular 
material has passed through at least six 
different independent trades. 'l'hc' cost of 
wages in every one of those industrit-~s ha\"!. 
hcen increased, and there has been a redur
tion of tlw working hours. So that tlte hido 
has not carried onlv th€ increase so far as the 
bootmaker is conc8rncd, hut has carried _th(' 
inrreaso 'Yhirh has been given in c0nnection 
"-ith those six separate .and independent 
industries through which it passed bdore tlw 
boots reached the consumer_ The ~amf' thing
applies to almost everything so far <1~ wear
ing apparel is concerned. Like\vise. in a 

lesser degree. so far os our food
[5 p.m.] stuffs .are concerned. it is the 

s;•me. In rospo<'t to this par
ticular matter, I intend to deal with the Bill 
n1ore fron1 the point uf view as to how it 
affects the producer. vVc have in Queensland, 
Hnd likewise in other States in Australia, 
producers who have by co-operation and 
a1nalo·arnation con1e together and formed 
associations for the purpose of encl('avouring 
to obtain a fair !i,-ing wag·e from the produc" 
growu upon the fann. VVe have co-operativo 
companies in respect to butter, cheese, bacon. 
and other matters. The producc:rs haYP 
come tog·ethor just in the same way .as the 
unionists come together, and they combined 
for the purpose of bettering their eonditions 
from their own point of view. 

Mr. \V. CooPER: Justly so. 

l\lr. J\IORGAN: The hon. member says
" ,T ustlY so." \V e know that the unionists· 
combined together for bettering their con
ditions. If it is a proper thing .for th0 
fH'J'sons who sell their labour _to combine 
togcthet' for the purpose of gettmg a hvmg 
wage and a reduction in the working hours, 
then. naturally, it is ju'·t as important fm· 
the producers to combine in order to got a. 
fair living wage out of what they produce. 

Mr. V\'. CooPER: Quite right. But deal 
with the merchant and importer. 

:'\Ir. :YIORGAN: The hon. member says 
" Quite l'ight"; but, unfortunately, this Bill 
will preYent the producers from getting a 
living wage out of their produce. 

Mr. \V. CoOPER: No, there is nothing to 
fear from this Bill. 

Mr. MORGA.N; Mv friend has not read 
the Bill. For instanc-e, at the present time 
the cheese manufacturers fix the price at 
which cheese is to be sold to the retailers 
at so much per lb, If this Bill is carried 
into operation and the cheese manufacturers-
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nH~ct to,;('ther 3.1ll1 Jecide that c·het.•st.: is to be 
.~old to the rctailer5 at 9d. p~:·r lb., they are 
<.)pt.>rating agai11~t the Bill D.nd tlH'Y are liable 
tu pro~r·c·ution. 

:\h. \Y. CoOPEH: You are anticipating. 

::\Ir. ::\lORGA:\: I would dra\Y the atten
tion of hon. n1embers to 'vhat appertains at 
1Iildun at the pre"c,nt time. There is au 
examplf' laid down there for the benefit of 
the \Yholc of Australia to show what can be 
done by amalgamation and co-operation so 
far as producers are concerned. That portion 
of "\'ictoria at one ti1ne was looked upon as 
a wilderness and a waste, but at the present 
time one of the most prosperous settlements 
in any part of Australia exists there. You 
don't find there the producers living in homes 
like hovels, which you tlnd existing in 
Queensland, and you don't find them right 
up ag~inst :-tarvatiun. as a nun1bcr of sett1crs 
.are facing at the present n1on1ent in Queens
land. The homes of the prodnC'ers in :Mil
dura are equal to any tha-t exist in --~ustralia, 
and tlw conditions of the people there are 
what they have a right to be. The producers 
at ).Iildura arc prosperous, and are able to 
educrtte their children just the same as tho 
cit~~ bu::-inc...;s 1na:n. and they a.rc able to giYe 
their wiYPS and fan1ilics all the nc'Ce.ssarie_, 
of Ji[,,, \Yh,- is that'? Simply b<'canse the 
prr·ducrrs there ainalga1natcd and controlled 
the output of ::\Iildura,. In no pal'! of Aus
tralic can th· pco]1le who deal in ::\Iildura 
dried fruits uhbin those fruits on am· better 
condition than those \Y\10 live in ':\1ildura 
itself. The price is ahYa~·s th~ sanw. so far 
as the cnnsn1ner is conf'Cl'lH'd. The reason 
for that is that the ::\1ildura people sell to 
the storcku.Ppt:'l'S dirC'f't. and the stor{_"'kecpers 
are compelled to soli at the price fixed be· 
the anwlgrunation. 

::\Ir. \YrxsnxLEY: Ar"1 compcl!ed to buy 
frmn tlH"lll a.lonc. 

:\Ir. ::\IOTIGA:\: Tlw stor"koepns cannot 
,.;;;d} for n1ore or le-";;; than t1JC' rate ft~ed. TlH'V 
al'C allcnYecl a certain proilt on t'Ycry poun~l 
of dried frnit~ tht'y sr,ll. If a ~torokct~per 
j;:; di.scoy re(l tn be i3ellillg dried fruits at a 

r price than h0 colttractt)d for, or if 
1:-; {1i.;;;coYt"'red to 1:-w '"0lling those fruits 

at a ]e,~ -or <'rice than· he C'ontract<'d for. he 
is r1ot -npplied \Yith ::1n~~ n1orc fruit. The 
n)::-u1t of thnt is that th0 f!l'owct·~ get a fair 
nnd i't"'nsonable rate> for their nrnducc. and 
the JlNlplc of Au,tralia a,ll get the ·dried 
fruits at the one price. There is no suffering 
jn C'011llf'rtion '' ith thnt particular industry. 
This Bill, ho\YCI.el', \\'ill not allow the pro
d_urcr~ to arnalgarnatc and S('ll their produce 
like that. If the manufacturcJ·s of butter, 
cheese. or· bacon in Queensland fix the price 
for .<a](' to th<1 retailer, this Dill ,Yill opuate 
a;"l prcYcnt it. 

:\fr. \Y. Coo!'ER: You arc absolutelv 
\Yrong· so far as the prin1ary produC'rr . ., arC 
COl1C'('l'llC'd. 

::\Ir. ::\IOTIGA:\: In connection \Yith the 
hi~·h price3 ohtainlng for food, and 1nany 
{)thr·r con1nroditics to-da:v, v.·p kno\Y that tb<' 
pricPs arc greater to-day than thPy \Vf're 

before the \V<lr, l1ut there are 1nan•· reasons 
for it. ]t \YilJ be admitted in COnnection with 
£0odstnf:~. and likewist~ ln connection ·with 
hides. that there was a large accumulation 
all over tlw world before the war. It was 
the policy· of different countries throughout 
the \Yorld to haYe a standhy of that kind, 
but the war <Jccurred, and what was the 
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re3ult! Hundreds of thousands of people 
were withdrawn irom the fields of produc
tion. Production ,,·tnt down con~iderablv 
O\Ying to the fa t that during thP \\ ar yo;.nlg. 
1neH were withdrawn fruu1 the field of pro
clurtion, and naturally production suffered, 
That i~ one of the 1·cason:; \Yhv there is. such· 
('Olnpt.:-titiou to-day fer foodstuffs, \Yool, hides, 
and all that sort of thing. It is because the 
denHlnd i::: greater than the production. I 
thiuT~ it can be ltoue~tly aJ1nittcd by those 
wh0 c\0 not clc'sire to make political capital 
uut of a 111casure of th i.;;; dcscri ptiun that the 
hlgh vrices ruliug in the \Yorld tu-day haYe 
lwen causccl O\Ying to the shortage of pro
duction hroug ht a bout mainly by the \Yar. 
Thi.s Bill proYides thRt commercial tru,ts are 
illegal, aud UIH.ler the heading of con11ncrcial 
trn:Sh \VE' ha\"_' rhee,,e manufacturing indus
tri -~, unJ butter and bacoa factories, graziers' 
a~SLJc:iutiuus, prinwry producers' associations, 
aHd fanue1·s' unioib; in fact eycrything, so 
far as anwlga1uation iu r'~spcct to the pro
duccro of this State will come mrcler that 
heading. But if the ur:ionists hold a lneet
ing at the Trades Hall they do not in any 
way COlllL' under the provisions of this Bill, 
althongh they dl'mand a high price for theic· 
labuur without sec·ing that the producer gets 
a fair pric(: for \Yhat he vroduces. It is a 
great pity that Quet'nslanJ. is not self
suppcn·tmg. l:nfortunatoly, Queensland can
llUt ~uuport hcr~elf owing to clin1atic con
dition~. There are n1anv itc1ns that it is. 
in1po,;.,jblc tu lH'Oducf' hr'n~. But with r0gard 
to flc1u r, buttt.•r, meat, and sugar-four staple 
article,~ of foocl-lt canuot be said by e1ny 
n1e1nber uppo"'ite that thcl'C is any pl·ofitecr
jng going on in connc('tion with any one of 

fuur lH'oducts. Thr~ only przrG.tccring 
on in conucction \Yith anv of tho3e is 

bY the Stare it"~lf. I ,oiould like to 
dc'al \\·i'th the question of meat suppli;ed by 
the State> and by private shops in this State. 
I ha \-c !2:mw tu c·ons.idf)ra blo trouble to find 
PUt t'sn'C:th7 ho\\- matter:-; nrc situated in 
qlh cnsla.nd at the prE 3ent tirne. I ha Ye in 
111y hand circulars i,sucd b 0· the Queensland 
State: butcherY at Bri:--;bane and bv the 
C{lUC'U~]and state butdu .. •r:v at Ro:l;a. I 
\\'ant to -how the people of this State 
\Yhat i happening, and I will qnotf' 

of llll'at at the State' butrhf'l'Y in Bri~
tht'~ State butrhL'l'Y in Hmna: ancl the 

priYnte shop:.;;, and I v·ili rn·oyc to tl1c people 
rJf thl"' country tl1at the~· al'{" being treated 
partially by the GoYrrnnlcnt in rbis par
ticular matter. Tlw Goyrrn1nc ~lt giye dif
fcr-pr:tial treL,hncnt, and the:· treat onP section 
of the l ~Jn1n1nnitY \Yor c than tho~f! in and 
ill'01.1nd t·he large- c0ntrcs of pcpulntion. In 
th0 Bri.;:bane State hutchl'l'~~ shop~ a roast 
sirloin nf hed costs 6~rl. per lb.; at the Roma" 
State butcher's shop 8:\d .. or 2d. per lb. more 
than BrisbaiH'. The priYnte shop~ in Bri:;
hane .sell it at 8.1. pr'r lb .. or ~d. per lb. less 
than thP Roma State butchery. 

Hon. J. G. ~.\PPEL: Scandalous! 

:\h. \Y. CoOPER: \Vhat would it b if the 
Statt) shop~ \Yerc not tht)l'e? 

::\Ir. :\IORGA:'-J: The prices I am quoting 
for Roma are for a, period when the Govern
ment h"d a monopoly· in that town. bee a use 
no other butchers' shops existed there at all 
then. That is what I want the House to 
thoronghly understand. These are the prices 
at the block. For prime rib roast the price 
at the Brisbane State shop was 4~d., at 
Roma 6~d., and in private shops in Brisbane 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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.5~d. For chuck rib rca-;t the, pricl' in Bri~
bane iYas 3~d., Ro1na 5d.. uncl in private~ 
.shops 4~d. 

l\lr. \Y. CooPER: ~-'I. re there no private 
~hops in Ron1a ": 

Jl.h. :VIORGAJ\": At the time I speak of 
there \\"f're nolle, but a f:hort tinn:? ago a 
pri,-atc person started a butchpr'::; shop in 
Ru1na, and no\'\' compotes agaillst the State. 
The V{'l'V n1on1ent that he- eonnnenccd to 
COllllJl"t<' "against the State tl;e State butchen· 
,]ightly rcducPd their price. \Yhilc they ha~! 
a monopol~· they charged clearer for their 
meat at Roma than they did in Brisbane. 

Mr. :VIoonE: That \va.s the time for them 
,to ring it in to thcu1. 

Mr. l\IORGA:\": I ha'"'' got the fie(urcs 
·tabulated here. and I \nil re ,cl thr·m ali to 
show the prirc.;; at the Bri:;;bnnc State 
butchery, the Roma Statp butchen·. a·ncl in 
the private shops in Brisbane- · · 

Bri:-~h 1ne Hom·; Priv.;t 
;itate f\ho: ::;. Stnte ")hops. ~hiJ]). 

d. s. d. s. d. Roast sirloin ... 6~ 0 8~ 0 8 Prin1e rib roa-st 4~ 0 6~ 0 5~ Chuck rib roast 3~ 0 5 0 4~ Fillet steak ... 8 1 0 1 0 Rurnp stPak 7~ 0 10 0 10 
B.;:ef eteak 5~ 0 7 0 6 
Topside 5 0 7 0 6 Corned round 5~ 0 7~ 0 7 
Corned brisket 3~ 0 6 0 4~ 2 
GraYv mt~at 5~· 0 7_;_ " 5 
Sausclges 

, 2 V 

5 0 7 0 6 Mince 4 0 6 0 5 

They arc charging in Roma for gravv beef 
2~d. pc~· lb .. more than the private" shop 
charges m_Bnsbanc. ?\ow, the meat that goes 
to Roma 1s sent from the Charlt'villc Meat
works, 1v,hich is under Government control. 
and the net profit made bv those works \Vas 

£108 10s. 4d. But in oi·cler to show the 
true profit, I might n1ention that th(l~: ..::.nnnh· 

the men with meals, for ,,-hich they ~~~~~-ge 
them 15s. ]Wr week. In Cdnncction with the 
supplying of the men employed in the 
Charlenllc Mea !works, there was a loss of 
£153; so that >nu will see thow meatworks 
have actually rnatle a loss up to the' 30th 
June. I also want to show how the Govern
ment differentiate in connc,crion ·with trans
actions of cattle. For instance, the State 
station s~nt to the Enoggera ·yards 1.904 
cattle \vhJCh were sold at an aver a :ce of £14 
per head. They treated at the m~ntworks. 
for the Imperial Government 7, 756. and for 
the carcasseB alone-not cc)unting the hides 
and tallow-they averaged £12 17,. 4c1. 
The,· sold 1.020 hca<l of cattl•.' '" ,torcs 
i:J Charlcvillc to J\""ew South \Yales buvcr5 at 
£12 and £10 6s. per head. The Dillahth 
State Station was asked to supply the meat. 
works at Charleville with fat cattle. At that 
time they had something like 2,000 head of 
fat cattle, which they cou~cl have sold at £14 
per head, but they were to:d to hold off for 
the purpose of supplving fats to the meat. 
works at Charlevillc. · Up to the 30th June, 
1919. they supplied 704 cattle. and the State 
Me<Ibvorks at Charlevillc onlv al!oTcd the 
State stations £9 10s. per h"eacl. while at 
thP same time the Governmt"nt had sold store 
cattle to go to New South \Vales at £12 a 
head, and had also sent to Bri,bane cattle 
for which th<;y got £14 net per head. 

Mr. \V. CooPEH: That was done to give 
the people cheap meat. 

[Mr. Morgan. 

Mr. 2\IORGA::\: Mv friend here said it 
was done to gin' the people rh~cap meat; 
vet that meat has gone; to Roma and has 
been sold at from a 1cl. to 3d. per lb. clearer 
than the meat ;;upplied by private butchers' 
shops: so that. notwithstanding the fact that 
the Charleville Meal\Yorks obtained cattle 
at £9 10s. p~r head, which were honeetly 
worth £14. and could have been soltl at 
£14, they ''""'"'' not able to sell meat to the 
people at Charleviile and Roma. at a. lesser 
price than the pr1vate butch.;:r m Bnsbane, 
although the priYate butchers were compelled 
to pay practically £16 per head to the 
Government. 

Mr. CAnTER: They might have been much 
h"a,-icr cattle. 

:VIr. 2\IORG,\.:\": I kno\Y tlwy wc·re not. 

l\lr. BnE:;xA:-:: Ilow do you knmY? 

i\Ir. MORGA:\": I have good informati~n. 
I want to tell the hon. member that wlnlc 
there were 2.000 fat cattle in Dillalah on a 
certain ~late \Yhic.h could ha Ye been sold to 
anvone else for £14 a head, they were not 
sold. - The Charlreville Meatworks only 
required something like . thirty-five head per 
,,-eck. They "·ere sent m clra fts. each week 
m· month as the case might be. The drought 
continued in that locality, and, O\Ying to ~he 
fact that thev \Yere only going off m dnbs 
and drabs, i.hey gradually became p_oorer, 
and some of them to-clay ar0 not fit for 
6lrrughtering; they have becon1e stores. 

l\lr. \Y. C'OOPER: ThHt ap]llics to all 
stations. 

1\Ir. 1\IORGA::\": And yet we arc told th~t 
the station·mYners hold back cattle. _I\ e 
\Yere told bv 1\Ir. RYan that the statwn· 
0\\:ners form£>.d rings; but here is an illustra~ 
tion where Dillala.h had 2.000 head o~ fat 
cattle ,,-hich could haYc been sold at }"nog· 
gem for £14 net. and the,v wer.e n.ot ~llmY:d 
to do so. 'l'hey hel-d tl1~m bacK tor tne 
Charlnille 1\Ieatworks. 

I also want to deal with the fish industry, 
and I do not think any member of the 
Governn1cnt can eho'v 1nore grou~ds .for 
accusing firms or indi Yi·d~als of prohteermg 
than the firrurps I am gomg to quote here. 
Thcv arc a~ follows :-The G.overnmcnt buys 
from the f10hNrnen and rot ail _as fo!lo,Ys:
Sqnire-Buc·· 5bcl. p_cr lb.; retail, lOd., equa: 
to 90 per cent. proht. Bream-Bu7. 3d. per 
lb. ; retail. 6d .. equal to lOO per. cent. profi\ 
Garr,sh-Buy. 2bd. per lb.: rotarl, 8d., cq';'a 
to 300 per cent. profit. F!atheacl-Bny, 4,d. 
to 6rl. per lb. : retail, 9d., _equal to 50 to 
100 per cent. profit. :\"otwrthstandmg the 
faet that the GoYernment made fron1 50 per 
cent. to 300 per cent. profit-the cld1ercnce 
behyeen the price they gi,-e to the fishermen 
and that at which they sell to the consumer 
-the fish industrv in Queensland at the 
pre,ent time has shown an accumulated loss 
of £2,752 12s. 10d. 

Mr. \Y. CooPER: It is onl,· in a clcvelor
n1ental stage yet. 

The SPEAKER : I remind the hon. mem· 
ber that while the profits and losses with 
regard to the Stato fish business may be Yery 
interesting, I ask him to confine himself.. not 
to what has been clone, but to the pnncrplctl 
contained in the Bill. The hon. member is 
not referring to the Bill at alL 
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:\Ir. :\IOHGAl\1: I thi•tk you admitted !a-t 
night, ~Ir. Spf'aker. in c~nnedion with a 
ce~·t.rfliu ru:iu::..;: that \YO nre allo\ved a verv 
IYide 5l'01Jl'. 3:nd apparentiv the ::\liui~ter il-1 
cha>·ge cf the Bill-- · 

TLe SPEAKER: The hon. member km"'"' 
that on tht• ~('C'ond n:ading he can only dis
cus.:.:. the gL'IH'nd principles contained in the 
BilL 

:\h. 2\IORCL\X: I \nU1t to show that not· 
withshnding the fact that it i' apparent that 
tht're is a considerable atnount of profit nrade 
in taking the fi,h from the fishermen and 
plaring it in the hands of the consun1er. 
profiteering cannot be sho\Yll. sin1ply because 
the Govcnunent cyen th(_:n has rnade a loss. 
The point I v, ant to make i,; that owing to 
hig·h cost of distribution a11<1 to the fact that 
it ~is co~tinf!' a gn•at deal nwre to-·da:'-- than 
it did year,; agu to get the article of con· 
::3Urnption fr0111 the producer to the ('onsun1er. 
Wl' are at the present 111ornent ca1led upon 
to pay th.Pse high and increased costs. and 
~imply hc,cau~e there are certain industries in 
Queensland to-clay where the prices arP 
grr·ater than prior to th(~ war, thoP.c arc the 
only argunH~nt..:; that ha-.;.-c been used by hon. 
me1nLer" opposit _, that profit c-ering exist~. 

Mr. PnxE: Do you think there i,; anY 
profitecring '? • 

:\Ir. :\IORG AX: If I \\l're horwstlv aske-d 
to pro Ye that profiteering exi'"'ted in-connec
tion "·ith any particula1· n1a.trcr_. I au1 not in 
a lHJ•itiun to do so. In n1y opi11ion-ancl I 
rhi11k it i~ thr op1nion of the aY·Crage n1an 
\Yho c.:p0aks on thi;;; n1attrr-profiteering is 
ucc·u1Ting; but I say. let us go right frorr1 
the commclJCl'llW!Jt and follow the article till 
it l't.:acbc's the con:::u1uer in order to find out 
if prvfitt-"t>l'in~· really f'xist~. \Yhere \Yould 
tht:r£· be a bPtter opnortunit\· of ha..-inn· 
in.quiric~ held b~- a Co1;11nissior~ than in th~ 
SttHE fl:::h indu:;tr\·, brcnusc there we can 
lH'OYC that fish i~ Obtained in one instauce at 
2~cl. and rctaiie-cl at 8d. If that were clone 
b:- an ordinary private individual the1~c 
would be a en~ raised immediateb· bv the 
Go..-ornn1ent that profitcering Hl~Bt ~exist 
thc're. and if profitc'~'ring exi,ted in that case 
then it mu.o.:.t exist t:.o far as tho Go..-crnn1ent 
itse>lf i.s concerned; bnt we fmd that the 
indn:-;tr:-- ha~ 1nadc a lo.,.,.::i, not\\·ithstanding 
tl1c~ hig·h perc-entage of llrof-it 1nadc in con
nection with the di,posal of tlw fish. eo I 
think that an inquiry \Yould not JWOYC that 
profitccring Wt:_..;;, occurring in that particular 
indu~try. An inqniry 1nay proyc that \Yaste 
\Ya:;: o(·curring in the \Vorking expenses, or 
that this particular flsh shonld lw han•dled 
at a mu<:h- le~:;=;pr co~t. and that the gQneral 
n:wnagcn1ent ,,~<1~ at fault. Ther0forc. 1 thiuk 
that heforP we go into this n1attcr 60 far 

a Bill is concerned. there should be more 
l11i1ClP. . 

l\lr. Forxr: Are you aga;nst the Bill? 

.Mr. :\IORG~.\::\: I ha Ye asked hou. mem· 
bers opposite to giYe one concrete case of 
profiteering, hut they haYe fai]e.cl. They 
luw;o read ha! ancc-sheets of shipping corn· 
panics; but this Bill cannot deal with the 
shipping industry of Australia--

Mr. CoLLIXS: I will giYe you a case; the 
last man you employed you made a profit 
out of. 

Mr. MORGAK: The Bill cannot deal \Yith 
many other matters appertaining to indus
tries outside of Queensland. It can onl0-
deal with industries in the State. and. that 
being so, we can only touch the fringe of the 

1nattcr. In othcr \Yord-.:. wc canEot gPt right 
down to the roots. I have figures here to 
show that under the Act in operation at the 
present moment tlw fixed prices of c0ttain 

artJcle.s of dailv U:'-C were lower 
[ 5.30 p.rn.] under the DC'1iham Government 

than under the present Govern· 
n1cnt. The ,; Gazett+:-" shows that under the 
Denhnn1 GoYernrncnt the price of suga-r was 
at one panicular period fi-.;:Nl at 2jd. per lb. 
retail. The price of sJ<g-ar on tht• 27th 
J annan~. 1919. was under this UOY('l'lllllf'llt 
fiwd at 3~d. per lb. 

ThP SPEAKER: \Yill the hon. member be 
good 0nough to explain what connection that 
has \vith this BillY 

:\Ir. 2\IORG~.\X: I want to sho\v that the 
Act under which those pric0' were fixed can 
·do precioel~· the same as the Bill 'n' a re dis
cussing~ but the GoYCJ'ninent had power under 
the Control of Trodc· Act to fix prices. at 
any tiuw fro1n 1914 to the prc.sent HlOll1ent, 
so that there is no necessibr for lc!:6slation 
at all. There were onlv fif(v items 'that the 
Federal GoY·ernment tm;ched: 

1\Ir. BREXXAX: \Yas sugar one of thern? 

.:\Ir. i\IOHGA~: Yes, but, notwithstanding 
that fuet, in Januury. 11119, since prict"·l1xing· 
unch':· the \Yar Pl'ecautions Act has beeu 
a[,olished. the Quc'emland Go,~ernme•Ht fixed 
the rL'tail price al 3~d. per !h. In 1914. the 
Denhan1 Gon,'l'lllllPllt fixed the price of flour 
at £12 per ton, and later tht" Labouc· Govern
mcHt increaced it to £12 15s'. [H'r ton. They 
iH{'l'l'ascd the pric0, no doubt. lH:;c·au;:;e it was 
Heccss.ary. I am uot going to FfJ:~: that the 
incr0ases were not jnstif-iahlt'. 

:Ylr. BREXXA?\: \Yhat is the price of flour 
to·doy? 

1\Ir. MORGAX: I ~uppose it is \vorth £14, 
if not more. I think the Act I haye referred 
to could haYe been utilised to a greater 
extcnt, and i£ the GoYernrrlt'tJt are anxious 
to prFn:nt ,,-hat they term profiteering they 
haYP th0 1naehiiH'l'Y \Yithout introducing 
anoth0r Bill. I hope that the necesoit,· for 
this Bill will not be found apparent, and thut 
the GcYernnwnt \Yill come to the conclusion 
that it is only duplicating legislation. The 
elector~ are being dereiYed by the argurnents 
of the GoYcrnnwnt. and \Yhen the 1nen in tht' 
strr{'t sa iY b~- the rcpnrts of sp0echcs of 
n1e1nhcr<S on this sido of the I1onsc that the 
Gm-ernmcnt haYe had the po\ver all along. a 
.~:rc~at 1nan,\- of then1 were su1·prised. TJw~
were led nstra.' by the presc nt Government, 
\.Yho "ere bla111ing the Federal Goyp.rnn1ent 
and the \Yar Prccautiom Act fer the high 
cost of living in Queensland. L 

Tlte SPK-\ KEH: Order ~ The hem. me m. 
ber ha8 Pxhausted his time allo\Yed hirn umlPr 
the Standing· Orders. 

:\Ir. G. P. BAR~ES Clr"ruid): The 
Government have be0n a long "·hile con· 
sidcring \Yhut to do in this C'onnection. and on 
that scon:, pcrhape., they cannot he accused 
of introducing legislation of a hasty nature, 
aHcl y{•t it strikes lllC 1 on looking through the 
Bill and discussing its principles, that yery 
likely a great deal of it is on the extremely 
fJ.,hy and doubtful side. I. for one, am not 
one bit in sympathy with the remorseless 
profiteer, any more than any other man on 
this side. The leuder of this party has made 
the attitude of members on this side perfectly 
clear. and if ad·ditional eYidencc were 
required it would bo only necessary to look 
U;:J the Bill which was introduced in 1914, 
which has been referred to again and again, 

Mr. G. P. Banus.] 
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anJ 1orhich n•cciYI.:.'d the coufinuation of tl1e 
then ll'ader of the Opposition, :!.h. Ryan. So 
that there IS really 110 roo1n to charge tbe 
Opposition, or tlw people they represent, 
with mn: \Vant of candour, \Yith allY \Yant of 
thorou~rhnc~s. with anY \Yant of srOod inten
tion i;i dealing with~ pl·ufitecrir{'g. I IYas 
excC('dingly disappointed wirh a good deal 
that has been sai-d <-luring this debatt'. In 
the ahstl'{lct we have had a gre«t deal told 
us. The' ::viinistcr for Agriculture Ia~t nig·ht 
went pretty w0ll all oYer the world. He 
journeyed to France, and travelled through 
England. I cannot call to mind any country 
that he did not touch with extracts dealing 
with profiteering that it is said has been 
going on. \Ve know full well that profiteer
ing in 1nany ·directions has been ran1pant, but 
·what \Ye want to know-seeing that this Bill 
has to do with the conditions that obtai11 in 
onr O\Yll land-i~ what evidence .Pxist.s that 
actually justifiPs the intro<lnction of this 
1nensure and tlJc carrvino· out o·pnera1lv of 
the principles 0mbcdietl i~ the Bill. E,:uy
one i::" realising thnt \YC ha,~e arriYed at the 
point in our life-indeed, it hcH3 hcr•n \Yith ns 
all through---where inl'mite concern should 
ll0 gi\·r·n 'fo th0 ('Stab1ishm0tlt of ou1· indus
tries and th0 gerwral building up of our 
position. Th0re is houudlPss room fnr 
dcYelopn1eut. 'y P f'l)cak over and oYer agajn 
alFOut the wonderful attractiYellPSS of our 
land tlnd the opportunhif'S it offr~r6. Anc1 
yet ho\Y is it that. as regnrd~ Jtlan~- thinr:r:<, ·we 
(U'C practicall.\· at, a :;;tand~till? Onh- rc(·pntl.\
fignr€'s lun·c lxc.cn handed to us \Yhich indjcatt' 
that \YC nre getting into arrear.._ in .ugrirnl~ 
tun~ ar_,-t SPttling ]Wople on the land. It is, 
ther0fott', ex~!'l'l1Je1v \Yisc tl1<.1t \Yl1 should be 
rar:. ful l~M. in int'nJclncing h)gislation of a 
far-1 ~·nehing character, \YC tnight intp~·fcre 
\Yith the g'enerq_! c~1ncl~tions that ~11ould go 
with the de,·elopment of our life. \Ye cannct 
clcYel<)j> \YithotH enlisting tho confidence of 
the p\_'oplc. \Ye eannot dPYPlo-;) unlc~s \Y0 
se<'lll'0 to pec nle n degree of i"nrces~ in ~d] 
that undertake. I maintain that tlw 

nch-PrtiscrnPnt for a11v land is 
nH'n are doing \Yell On 1t- that 

tlH'Y haYc ~-.;u('('Pctlf'(L If yQli \Yant to nttr.rtct 
pPo.pk from ahroad, if yolr \Yant to f[Pt people 
01-cwhr~·e to rcalif::c that Queensland i::;. ihe 
place for them. thtc. lw~t ~.,-a_,_. in IYhirh tlHJt 
\Yi1l 1w in1p:.·fh,~,, rl upon thon1 i~ h~· showin£?.' 
thcn1 t1H' fart that Quf'Cl1f'land settlers surcN"d. 
\Ve l,;:now the influx of propl(• at the tinH' 
wh::.~n the Jimbour Est<:~tP was p1n·ehascd. It 
OCr'Ul'l'0(1 };t>rans0 111"llY farnH•rs 1n thP Statt· 
ha cl bet'll doing itnnH-'Ilsr,ly well. \Y r had been 
fa you- Pd \Yith- Yf'rv mu{'h 1tlf'i"tP.l' sca'01l!'l. thnn 
fot· ·O"IlC ti'ne n·-e,:i'lmh-. IY<' hod ach·crtis0d 
thP St:1te 1ar.c:.el~-. and· ncopl0 front Yid-crln 
anl1 pJ.'JPTIYht'rf' w~:r(' flocking to our land 
})('ean;;:c• it IY<ls giY{'ll forth a.;; a. truth and f:-tet 
that ilw nn the land had been doing 
amnzinq·Jv TlH'Y can1" to us. fron1 a11 
QUlTtPr~. · Sincr> tlwt ~ nf'riod 'YE' han? g-one 
throwrh Yenrs of dronC(h+. ancl thee<> h 15 !wen 
(l, s0th·H:k, hnt. nov<'rthclf'ss. the fad remains 
that tll0 ('llCOln·ag01nent for the pt::.ople to take 
nn Jiml1cur and oth0r land was simpl)· due to 
th0 ft1d that people h~cl h00n rloin~:r \rt:11 
\Yhat I (1111 conc0rnPcl nbo11~ is lr~t I.Yf' ~hon1<1 
do ar:,_·thln!Y in this C1wrnhcr-1cst ::~ny 1cr:d;;;;-
1.ntion. ~ho1;ld pas5 this Ilon:.:'":'-'Yhiel; wou1d 
haYc the effect not only of upsptting the 
ho1J0'> that we haYP re~arding- th0 future 
~ettlPmcnt. but also of d0tcrring pccple fron1 
<'oming to cur land. 

It is of nrincinles of the Bill that haYe 
not been referred to during this debate that 

[Mr. G. P. Barnes. 

I wi'h to eav a word or t',\0. First, I want 
trJ ~peak re'i_:(arding the application of the 
n1casurc. I an1 not sure thnt we haYe n1ono
polies in our midst-monopolies that the 
GoYernn1cnt of the day \Yill be audaClous 
enough to attack. The 1nonepo1ies ·whichc 
c: .. ,:jst, such a~ shipping and concerns of that 
kind. arc snch that \YI_ have no great say, 
I take it, in their control. But when we 
come to the monopolies in our midst. the 
first is the Gonornment of the day. They 
are the leading monopoli,ots. and if anybody 
\Yishcs for proof that monopolies are not 
good he will find abundant eYidence in the 
monopolies which are worked by the Gc,vern
ment m under their direction. The fish 
monopoly certain!:; takes first place. If all 
the monopolies aro of the same character
and I am rather inclined to think ther<e is 
dang·rr in that dircctiou; though thcrc n1ay 
be an exccption~it scenE that \YC will only 
have a number of undertakings \\-hich are 
ghastl.", failures and a terrific expense to the 
people of the country. The Hon. T. C. 
Beirne \Yent to a lot of trouhle in connec~ 
tio!l with rhis fish business and supplied 
figures v;hich 'how how the monopoly is 
,yorkcd at a frightful disach-antage to the 
people. And the \YOrst of the \Yhole business 
is that not o11Iv is it worked to thr>ir disadvan
tag-0, hut that a Yast number of people are 
still unable to obtain fish. 

:!.lr. BRE:\:\.G: On what did he base his 
knmdedgc? 

:!.lr. G. P. BAR:'\ES: On actual facts 
\Yhich lHtYt! not bern conh·o,~crted. Xow 
look at thP follo\Ying fi![urc.- reg-arding 
pric<•s: Sqnirc fish 5~c1., retailed at lOd., 
<'qual to 90 per cent. profit; hre1m 3d., 
rctaiiecl at 6d., equal to 100 per cent. profit; 
garfish 2~d., retailed at 8d., equal to 300 
per cent. profit: fla !head 4~d. to 6d .. retailed 
ar 9d .. equal to from 50 per cent. to 100 
pl'l' ct>nt. profit; s:E<l n1ul1et 2~d., ret:1iled 
at 5J,d., equal to 100 per cent. protit. I 
;;;a~~ i11 11o ~phcre of the Incrcantilc life in 
~lncen~l<L::Id can tlwrc be an,\·thing- that. 
apprnac-hl'~ that. .Judging b~, their O\Vll 
f'XlJL'l'i('Ilct'. I can well i111agine thnt the:· 1nay 
ha,-c idea. that what obttlins in the 

of commodities bY tlwmseh-es is 
general rule in th" govor'nin!T of con1ll10-

out~idc. I think the~- arc nrterly 
a'rra,-. On account of their handling-
''"hethL'r it Le of bPcf. tirnbcr, or other 
cntnmodin·-,\·e han? abnnclant that 
the price Of the COlllillOcJitY has gone llp. J\Jy 
nrgu1nent i:3, that "\YC haYe not to ]ook 
further t ha u on,· own roof in order eo find 
lcosr~ shing-le.;;;, The Gon~rnn1ent HRY8 an1ple
PYidcnce 1n that IYhlch i~ going on under 
their control to proYo that n1onopolie.;; ttr(>, 

110t g-ood and <ne not desirablP. TltP cthcr 
n-::onopnlic-.: that f'x:i~t in our n1idst ha,-e to 
do \Vith the man on tlw land to a large 
extent. Our butter, bacon. and cheese 
factories haYe to do with the rnan on the 
Jand. In an odd :instance \Ye ha,-o a 
ro-opcrati,-c milling company. All those 
tl1ing-s n1aY lH: ilttcrfcred IYith at anv morncnt. 
I all aft:aid it i:' on those Yerv 'indn.;trics 
the Gm-crnmcnt haYc their eYe fixed. Ha-.-c 
we nny ju~tification for speaking- in that 
fa>hion? \Ye know that the present Go,·ern
J11Pnt r2.l11E.' i11to po\YC'r on the onestion of 
cheap fnod. I remember placard' were 
placed all OYer the country, "Yote for the 
Denham GoYernment and dear beer, dear 
hutler. dear bread." Tho'e are the yerv 
commodities to which I am referring, and 
they arc the only monopolies which anyone 
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in ollr 1nidst in connection \Vith 
and thinc:s of that kind. Tho5e 

thjngs \Yhic'h this GoYcnlnlcnt n1ade 
in order to get into power. I am 

"llrC' I am perfectly justified in conclnd1ng 
that. in the en'nt of the Government carry
ine: thio Bill, if they themselves have not 
full,. decidPrl t J ea JTY out this purpose, there 

· plem,· behind ·them who claim that. 
returned the Governn1cnt. theY nnu;t 

tbe activities of the Govcrnme1~t, and 
for them to indicate that thev must 
attention to making br·ead cheo.per 

a cheaper loaf. cheaper butter, 
beef. I 1naintain tbat, in so 

,; l'L' going- to .strikr• at the indu_,
an~ going to rnake~and have 

111 J_dr·-for our greatness. \Yhy 
la v ourseh-es out. in a rru::~asure of 

t'o throttle the very industries 
,..- arP g-oing to 1nakc for our b?st life? It 

i~ for u~ to ;rive then1 every possible cncour
r;.gerner.t. Tht•re are hon. n1embers on the 
G0vernn1t'llt. ;.;;ide of the House, I am sure, 
who Tea1i ~e the extren1e seriousness of the 
po<ti<cn \H· ar.' in to-day. I \Vould like the 
rrrea:-;urer tn give his thoughtful attention to 
what r •action tlwre will be. I notice that in 

of the clatbl'"- '' O\Yncr" include~. nqt 
the pc-r:3olJ owning the corninodit~- i'h 

question, Lut aho eYery pt~rson having or 
clain1.ing any rnortgagP. cncLnnhrance, nght, 
li0.n, chargr-. or other interest oYer any such 
('OnuuoditiC's. r~ the Treasurer a partv to 
that kind of le;;islation being enacted 1 \Yhat 
is goi11g to happen to our de-..elopn1ent? 
VYhn is going to lend nroncy to a,nyone under 
such conditions: :'\ot only the supplier to 
th<C butter factorv. the cheese factorv. the 
bacon fac-torc·. o;, the flour mill. bt;t our 
verv institutions~the Government themselves 
--eve'n-\Yho provide the money, are liable 
under this definition, and m a v be considered 
the owner. I can conceive· of no greater 
detPrrent to C'nterprise than a clause of that 
kinci. Hon. members ought to b0 downright 
ashamed of introducing a Bill having such 
a far-rcachi11g- influence. I am sure the 
'Treasnr ... :r ('an~llot stand up against a clause 
of that kind and rnanv other clauses in this 
Bill. because the';\' are 'going to deter people 
fronr engaging in enterprises. and are going 
to ha,·e an influence on capital. I call to 
mind a opr·erh delivered by the Premier 
only a fpw months ago. It was on the occa
oion of the we !come given to the Commis
sion(<:· for Railv;a-vs \vhcn he returned. If 
lhe hon. g-Pntleman would be true to \Vhat 
he n _dised on that ocC'asion. \Ye \vould have 
him enunciating a policv which would make 
the conntn-. But a policv such as is indi
<>atccl in some· of the clauses of this Bill is 
goin;: to down tht> countr0·. The hon. 
gcntlernau dr,clarcd on that occasjon-

" In vi0w of the fact that in such a 
r:·lace ns ~·ucon"-land, where there \Ya~ a 
hrorrd fr=._r1chisc. the \YOrkers would con
ftcl the !J01icv of the GoYcrnrncnt, it \Vas 
importad tl\at thr v should be kept on 
the' ~;traigbt and narrow path. He 
hnpecl. for humanity's sake,. that ~hey 
\Yould tnkP the sane and ratronal v1evv, 
;:u~d adont the -:anc and rational course. 
Either the jWoplP. lJI· graclunlh~ cducat
i'rw: tht>IYl.'-Ph~e., to hi g-hvr ideals, would 
r,c~'ompli>h th0 reforms they had in mind, 
or \Yonld rPs.ort to violence ancl reYolu~ 
tionan· methods. nnd the latter was thP 
conrS\"'. wP had to fear. If this sort of 
p·}licy Wf'T0 atlopted. he \Yent on to sa~-. 
C'haos could be .brou!Zht about. and would 
~~· t b~ek the c! 1ck of t.he L'rld for 

C"!ltnric,:... There wa::. no doubt that thPrc 
was a YCry in~idious policy. not only in 
(~ncen,laml allcl Australia. but all over 
the \Yorlci. It >Yas the belief of some 
people that by pulling down capitali~m 
thC'\- could do ~onrcthing for the \Vorkers. 
Thi;;:.' he thought, was erroneous. ::.\"o one 
could snv \vhat would come out of chaos. 
It \Yns ·a qncstion \Yherc Labour \vas 
g-oing. and which coursG it would adopt." 

Thc Prcmir·r 111ado those cxtrcu1elv \Yise 
rcm:nk..; on that occasion. I ~uppos:-!, like 
uthcr peoplP, hC' has his lucid nHnnents, aud 
thi,· \Yet~ one- uf tht·nl. I sav eYerv 1nan who 
,,.ei-p:ho.: thing-s ns they arc, B.nd dc~sires to see 
our- land develop as it sh,)uld, will agree 
with the Prcmic'r in the statements which he 
n1adc on that occasion. But ho·w can anyone 
cgrco with some of th0 principles that are 
Pmbodic•cl in this Bill? I have already stated 
] alll. not ut all in faYour of proflte,~ring. 
Hut in whose hands ;~·ill liP the decision by 
and bv' For instanc''· I will takc the 
c·ornu;o~litY in IYhich nry own co1npanv deals. 
The .(!,'rC'at bulk of th0 vvhcat is pt;rchased 
during tlH' first three or four months of the 
"'"·'OIL If I read this Bill rig·htlv. the men 
"ho uwkP that purchase--wheth,;r it be a 
priYate or a co~ofH-:>ratiYe co1npany~will be 
,ubject to tlw charge that tlwv are specula_t
ing. The·~-,, haxc. of nccess1t~:, to lay In 

,tncks for their own protectiOn. for the 
cuiTying on of their o\vn bu::-inesf'. I~. can be 
unclcrstoocl that that will react agam upon 
the man on the land. He is the seller of the 
\\-heat. HP not only 'vvnts to secure payn1ent 
for \'.hat h<) ha" had under cultivation and 
the hancst he has reaped finally, but he 
want, to o-et it in a place of security and 
realise up~n it. According to this Bill, it 
f'eems tu me there is a danger that that n1an 
will be detenccl from so doing. It must be 
remembered that nearly c.ver:: man who deals 
laro-elv in the article of wheat is dependent 
fo/' the tirne boing "for advances, on his 
banker. or sonre institution, in order to 
achicvr> his purpose. Yet we are told that 
the mYner includes not only the person 
o\Ynirw the cormnoditv in question, but also 
eyery }.'Jcrson haYing. _Or cla~rning. any n1ort
gagl~, encurnbranee, nght, hen or cha~ge, or 
other interest. o.vcr such a commodrty. I 
~a v ,-nu arE' ·going to rnake it extretnt?lY 
diific;llt for men who ·deal largely in gram, 
and in any con1n1oditv to operate at all, 
si111v1.v bee a use they haZ'e a thing like this 
hanging· o,·er them: The speech of the hon. 
11H~1nber for Cnnrunghan1 was qt~oted her:_e 
last night, shmYing the ac~ual deahng of thrs 
Gonirnn1cnt in conllechon :v1th a fe·w 
thousand bushels of wheat whiCh had h(;'en 
.stored in a \Yarwick mill. in which provrsron 
l1nd l'('C'll 1nade fur the futurP. They cam.e 
down and put tlwir hungry hands upon .rt 
j, orcl<>r tl1at thC'_,. might take m hand rt<~ 
distribLrtion. 

(,C.'ittinrf ""'1'' nrlul from G p.rn. to 1· p.m.) 

J\Jr. G. P. BARNES (ccmtinuing): Just at 
the tea adjonrnnlcllt. I wa~ ren1~rl~ing _about 
the clrc>adful clmngc m the Premrpr s attitude. 
IIe t<cok a high ideal to hirlsp]f at one 
rnomcnt. but it is an a"\vfnl th1ng- for t}ns com
lllllllitY lho.t hi' C'xprcssions should really have 
1;ecn found in ~;nrh clause~ as are. rPfcrred to 
j n tlw Bill before us. There rs onl 0· one 
\YaY jn \Yhich thr pricf' of c01nmnditi0- can 
~.p lmn·recl. Certainlv. the way the Govern
rncnt arc g·oing about· the rnatter is not g.oing 
to ln·in" a hont that desirable state of thmgs. 
::\'o one in thf'ir senses to-clay would. for one 
nrom0nt. countenance any increase ln the 

Jl r. G. P Harnes 
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f''..J.:;t of tht.., uecc-:;~aries of life: but unlt"SS we 
~o on producing there is no chance of thenl 
bei11g lcnvercd. Prodnetion is the crY cverY
"·her_, CX('C)lt in Quct'nsland. In all parts 
:Jf tlw wor'd, and particularly in all parts of 
._\nstrnlla, cncouragcnlcnt is being giYcn to 
incl'casc-d production, but '\Yhen you corne to 
Quecu,lnJod it is just the opposite; and 
instead of an encouraging voice here, yoL~ 
flnd thi> kind of thing- "·hich we haye before 
u~ t?-J<:l:V. It. i:;; a great pity if a happy 
medtnnl of th1ngs raunot be struck. There 
i~ llO douiJt that \YC require to deal with 
rnattPl''"' jn sn1nc way, hut to deal \Yith then1 
in such a colnprchensi\-e \Yav and g·ivc anv
(:llP the extrenw po\YCr to ;dn1iuisfer lcgts
lation ~u('h i1S i~ includrd in thir:; Bill j~ going 
to hP disastrou~ to all enterprises. Any n1an 
\Yho looks f!ll'W<Hd to this Bill making goods 
< ht>ap 1:-.: 12-:cnng to be 1ni . ..,take11. 

~lr. C'OLLI::\~: It js not as drastic as sonw 
of the Ar:t> \\·hich You supported. 

::Vl!-. G. l'. BAR:-\ES: Anyone ,,-ho thinks 
that this Bill will brincr about that state of 
thing-~. then th~ ."oonc~ he is disill~1sjoned 
tlJt• h{'tt~>r. ln.-.:tcad of encouragincr people to 
produce. thi~ Bill i~ going to discc~urage n1en 
to llrndneP. EYr-:::y 1nan 'vho has an·vtl1in{l' to 
<:o ,,,ith countn- life will know that \Yh;t I 
~a;.~ ~s tru~'· I think we ought to give more 
con~1d0ratiOil to stateJnents like that n1ad{c} 
ln· :\[r. G. W. Shiplc:v at the aunual meeting 
of t!J, Chall!her of :\Ianufacturcrs the other 
dny. :Jir. Ship]ey said-

" A salient factor to he persi:-tently 
-tn's,ed is that in production just as 
eapital i~ u:-;t'lc"s I'VithoLtt labo'ur, so is 
1a hotn· dt•pcnclcnt on capital. ~-lncl of the 
hYn Ia 1.)our i:-~ the n1orc helplc~s. It is 
~tan'd that tlw IYar has hPcn llroductiYe 
of 3elfisbne, s by profitccring on the 
r~art one _:;.eC'tion. and b~~ ~triking and 
Ttle TJ(l ndy:--1ng of tnt de h.~· another. 
But the striker.s vYho allege profiteering 
would '"' the frrot to repudiate their mYn 
Hction did theY but realise that the 
true oourcr: of their troubles Jay in the 
dcprPcia~ed Briti~h pound sb~rli~p;. The 
profiteenng· that hurts has been done bv 
the fpw huge financial in:3titutions anJ 
eombines in the \Yor!d, by the relatiYcly 
few who control the n'"en-e product of 
the 1\orld"s industrv, and not by those 
-who~,! l"vork consi:-:ts ~in either distfibuting 
or ('reating frt1 :3h products. To injure the 
latter class by shiking is tantamount to 
attempting· to quench a fire with kero
S('m'. State control so far, he added, 
offered but small indication of an effec
tiYe cunc1iora.tion. Legislation \Yas 
u!l(loubtedly the \Yay out. Manufacturers, 
hr" llC'ld, mu>t giYe of their best, produce 
goods of eYcu qualitv at the lowest 
possible rates, and th8 public n1ust be 
taught that only by supporting home 
induotries could Australia eYcr hope to 
pay her mttional debt. The workers 
must. he ehown that the greater the pro
ductiOn the greater the dc•mands there 
1nust bo for their labour, and that their 
best efforts must be shown in their work 
>o that the high position Australian 
manufacturers had gained should be 
Inaintained." 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \Y ORKS : \Yhv 
does he not n1ake a con1pa ri~on, and sho\V 
what i> done in thr' Federal sphere 9 

Mr. G. P. EARXES: You can use your 
rnighty influcnC'e there. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBI.!C \VORKS: \Ye will 
do it after the elcrtiom. 

[Mr. G. P. Barnes. 

:\lr. G. l'. BAR:\'ES: The ::\Iini,tc•r. in hi;, 
jtn-cnile auticipation, is a bit Yisiouary, both 
in thi:-:; ruatter and in the othC'r nwttl·r he 
refers ro. I hope that that is Oitly a pa.:.."'ingo 
feature and IYiil 110t he l'L'ali;;ed. It vrill Le 
a ~ad day for Australin if there is anY chance 
of the c'O nnwuwealth G(JY('rilnH:nt b-L'illg- 1ed 
away 011 the high road to b<:ull;;:rnptcy. It is 
bcttl't' for Qucen6laud to g-u ba11krupt th'in 
for thP whole Conuuomvalth. and ir is ju-t 
a~ well for the people to n11dvrstand rhat. 
\\lien the'\~ arc ntakin~' a choice of leader', 
they had hl·ttL'l" choo~c -a ~ane man. 

:\h. (' \RTEH: Hear, hear! Tili'Y 'vill chc1osc 
T . .J. R:--an. 

:\Ir. G. P. BAR:'\ES: The people should 
not allow eYcry Ton1, Dick, .and I-Iar::_·y to 
1 un riot IYith the fund:; of the Conunouwealth 
or the State:', a~ the L'asr:. n1a,v Le. I an~ sure 
of tl1i~: That tlwre is notLiug to be gair.:ed 
that way if \Ye arc going to do away \Yith i:he 
hi(!lt lll·ice•, ''hich haYe brou(!ht about the 
tei~n1 })l'ofit-eei'illg. I l ·tn sa.v 'that therf:' has 
been profiteL~ring and will ahn1ys be prof-itccr
ing·. \Ye al't_' Hot going to put it Jown. 

:\fr-. \YEIR: You know 'Oilk'thing abont it. 
~lr. G. P. BA.RXES: The hou. g'.:ntlunan 

n'fero.::. to the condition of thiug.~ and charges 
llw with proiiteering. I ::;ay that. (·o.usidr,ring 
thc> Yohnn(1 of bu~i1w~s that In\- finu hanJles 
in connection with \\heat, tl!C profits \';ere 
onJv C"OmniCll~tnat-· with the handling. That 
1va~ u·tY011 Hl eYidence before the Royal 
(Jmnn)i";;;ion. 

The SECRETARY FOR c\,GRICULTCRE: \\'hat 
did You nwke uut. of the 1var; 

~I!·. G. 1'. BAR:\"ES: We made nothing 
out uf the 1\-ar. 

Ttw SECHETARY FOil .c\.GIUCCLicP.E: \\'hat dod 
you tnakc during the war·: 

:\lr·. G. P. BAR:'\ES: ThQt is not the 
que::stion. \Y,, ll<:lYt~ Jon(~ no bc·tter and no 
\\"Ol"H' thau at dny otlwr rin1e. ~\ccurdi11g to 
the t'\-idcncf1 gi \·en bt:f~ . .~rc the Ro: al Conunis~ 
:--ion, ::-UlJ[)Ol'tt~d L~~ fads. the ',\"lu;at purchases 
of lilY iirm <WlOl!ntc·d to 281.7J5 bushels. \\'hen 
the ;Yar bl'okP out we hac1 actnal!y in hand 
or reduced ro flour 1.150 tons of flour. Of 
that flour ''"'' had ,,o]d for forward delivery 
the "·hole quantity except 169 tmb, including 
332 tom which we sold to rhe State GoYcrn
HH'ni at au CXC'C'edingly low p'rice. 

:\It-. \YEIR: Did vou sell it at Warwick'! 
:\Ir. G. 1'. B~\R:\"ES: Yes. 
:\lr. \YEin: You aho 'old some land at 

\\-anYick. 
:\lr. G. P. B},R:'\ES: I did not sell any 

land. I 1nadc an ex.C'hange of land, and it 
.suited both partie,-. I don't think anyone 
gained in that dirct:tion. Any man going tO· 

\\- arwick to-daY ca11 satisfy hin1~clf whether 
lt was a wise tlliug for the boYcrnrnent of the 
·rlav to do ''hat thev did in connection with. 
tlr~·t lund. " 

The SPEAKER: The hon. gentlcman·s· 
tirnc i:::, being 1vasted. 

:\h. G. P. BAR:'\ES: Yes. It is unfor
tunate that this should have cropped up. 
The ,-vidence is there and the hon. gentleman 
eau sc0 it. I a1n ,,orrY that 1natters of a 
flCl''Oilal nature should crop Up in this way. 
It is not fair that thev should. Besides I haYe 
contradicted rhe thin~g agHin and again. and 
hon. gentlen1en ~hould accept rny ~tat, meut 
a'S correct 1\·hen I n1emtion it iu this House. 
TI1e only IYay to bring about a change in the 
present pricC'& of cmnn1odit.ies is to increase 
our produ('tion. 'Those who al'·C> c.a.vil!ir.:g 
about the high price of things have cnl:y to 
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retne111bcr that prodncc i~ at a high 
,alne JU~t 110\V. Take ·wool, cxun1ple. 
A gH'~tt deal ha.:: bL'l!ll said ub(~ut tht> Co:it 
of \Yoollcn nul tcriaJ..;; but. accorcllng to Press 
reports of the v;ool 'ales. we Jind that th~e 
~ale., held in Lin?rnool on 9rh .}ull<', reali<·ll 
the· followi:1g ast~unding figure~ for .:\u:;:
trali'"' \Yool :-61d. per lb., 66~d:. 66d .. 65~d., 
'l!JCl 64cl. prl' lb. \Yith mch pric<'>' for the 
raw nuttcria!, hcrw ean it be expected that 
woollen good~ "·ill bo anything (•be but a 
hi,rrh price. It i~ abf,u1·d to c~qwrt the nmnu
fi!ctnn·cl article to rt'llHl in at a io1v rate• \\ lll'll 
high priee:; an• girc•n lik0 tlJat· for the 
raw tu~terial. In addition to that we klJO\\

that the ro-t of 1ubonl' has Iuonutr(1 up 
!_'l10l'IllOUSly. 

::\Ir. C'OLLJXS: \Yho got tlw bnnr•fit of those 
high pric0'3 of \Yool '? 

1\Ir. G. P. BAR:\ES: The gro\n'r' of ih·• 
\Yoo!. but I take it that ihcY naid incol1lC' tax 
on HH" incrca-::Pd income. aiKf ,,;;;o the Go\'Prn
l11Pllt g·ot a benefit out of it. It is fnr l:wtt:•r 
fen· n~ to ~ho\v that the pc~1pL' Hi'(~ doing 
Wl'lL nntl then thP condition~ will attract 
peopl<• here. \Ve will get people here to 
drY(·lop our fPrtiJ.,_, lands nnd our ~tl'azing 
ar0ai'. nnd we \Yill encourag-e lll<Pltlfadlll't'r~. 
aJJd in this \Yay \YC' ·will bring ::1bout a san0 

'tatp of things, and >tllow the producers to get 
a fair prire for their goods. (Hear, hear!) 

1\Ir. CARTER (Port Curh): Hi,tor:<· 
inYariably repeats its<;lf. Any student of 
history will note that during cnery great 
war and for son1e tin1e aftenYards there is a 
grrat dE~Hl of profitcPl'ing. At no tin1e 
does it c•ntirelv disappear, but continues 
on.. It is acc-entuat0d b:<: each ,truggle 
wl11ch take~ plac(\ and t.hc gr-eatt'r th0 
f;truggJc the gn,ater the profitc0ring. .At no 
rH'riod in history ha~ profiteering bcQn SO 

ran1pant and so "'iYorld-l.Yic1e a~ during the 
gn"at strnggl0 which has jnst takt'n plac0 in 
Europe, 11or ha~ it rontinlH'd for such a 
time. A fpw weeks after the war started 
W<: knEw hcnY proilt0Pring \Va'S pC'l'ntittPd 
eYPJl in thf'; statiotl<'l':V bnsinc~s. Pf"oplf~ \vho 
held :'tocks of Bhtioncrv for a consi.clcrable 
tinlt~ itni1H'Lliatcl.v incr~~a"·c-J th0 pricP of 
. ..:;,tatloncr.v from 12 ]Wr {'('nt. to 20 per el'llt. 
It has continuc·d nchancing sine,, that period, 
anrl what applied to 5bttionery applied to 
n1an:'\T other rPquircn1cnts. Profitcering is 
~,·orld~wide to~tlay. iYe read that in Italy, 
Ill onp c:1tv. th(' populace took over the ~,tares 
that distributed their requirements and sold 
thctn at reasonable prices; in France 'Ye 
find somet·hing similar, and in ,Japan we read 
of tlw rice riots because of the ~xcessivo 
P.~·ofitecrirtL{. l11 Gn•at .Brit a in at tl!i~ prf.s0nt 
tnnc measurp:-:; HJ'C' betn\2,' takPn to lll'0Ycnt 
])l'(;fitt1C'rinR, and a ~-;intilal' Bill i-o this one 
is hcinu· hronght in in the Hritjsh IIou~0 
of Fnrlian1ent; so it is u.-;eless for hon. Jneln
bcrs to say there iB no profiteering. I think 
the Government arc to be commencled for 
so courageously bringing in this \"erv timelv 
measure at this perio·d. I was ver 0~ iJ!tet·estecl 
listeniJJg to the irnmonsc an1ount of evidence 
gatlwrcd, particularly on this side of the 
Honse, to show that there was profiteering, 
not only in other parts of the world but in 
Queensland and Australia. The evidence 
\vas astounding to any one who has been 
close]~~ following the qnestion. Speeche6 on 
the other side of the House also, in some 
rases. displayE'd a similar knowledge of pro~ 
fiteering, but on almost ever,· occasion-and 
I am not surprised-attempts have been made 
b:; th~ speakers on that side to prove that 
there is no profiteering. That is easily 

under3tood whc'n WC' know the force that i3 
controlling the other side• of the Cha1nlwr, 
'iYhcn \Yf> know whon1 the~· rcp1·~s( nt. On>J 
woulcl r:atmalJ 0~ suppose that the body who 
courrol a certain ntn11brr of C'lcctoro::; .ar0 
going to control thost' ·who1n t~1c~· have put 
in Parlian1unt. The n10a11:' arc found bv th' 
profit~ of th~ huge in~urance C\Hnpanic~ and 
almoi)t othPr big in~titntion that lwlF'-
fib whilf~ continue:::: getting profits. Ono 
wonld natural!:. expect that people pnt illto 
Padia1nrnt by tho::e people~ \Youlcl ea n·y out 
their wi~h; indeed, they 1nn-st ('an·~- out 
their wi.')h, othcnYi~e son1e one ebc \\'Otdd be 
fonnd to take thPir place on that side of the 
Ch:unlwr and follow the platform they ha,·e 
pinn~d tlwir faith to. That is the exact 
position, and so W{~ find hon. n1CrnLe1'5, uot 
only trying to ('xcnse }Wolhf'rring, bnt 
attPlnptin_g tu nwkc out that it -cl~c'.S not 
exi,ot. nnly a few weeks ago. 'vhrk the 
PrinlP :\Iinistcr \Yas on his wav frmn Great 
:Britain to .A_ustralia, he made' a ~tatcu1ent 
-I think it \'. ao at South Africn-that wlFn 
he can1c~ ont he was going to put an end t'J 

both profitPe·rs and BohheYiks. \Ye haY8 
heard ,-en linlc of the BoJ,heYiks. and "-e 
han' lH''n~l nothing of the proiit~<>r from the 
Priuj(' ~Ilni~tcr. ~iucr- he la.nded. excepring 
f'Xrn~r~ fnl' t1H't1L lie :'ays he i~ going· to 
deal with the profiteer in the dim di.stant 
future if he [!Pts back to power; ,-et he had 
~ix 1uonth~ of Pal'liarnent durlng -which he 
could haYe continuod in office, \Yith an aiJ.so
lute 1najorit.Y in both IIouscs. with ab>Solute 
control: anrl hl' conld have broug-ht in alnw ".t 
anv lcgislrJtion ;:;;ecing that the \Var Precau· 
tio'll~ Art c·en~c;,. to hP effPctiYe i11 a Yer:v 
short tinw; he could h:n·c brought in a Bill 
to entirely deal with this question, but 
there is ouly a promise of that. He could 
haYe dealt with the settlement of solclrers 
quest~?n, with the matter o~ granting .a 
gratuny, but bccau:-::0 he dr>sHcs to JeaYG 
thC':-C unfortnnat0s entirr,1y jn th~ hands of 
that clas5 of profitt'l'l' who makes wealth by 
buying bonds and othe-r secnritif~S fr01n people 
in' tinH'~ of their dire want, he is lcaYing 
jt cntin~ly tl1at "·ay. I--Ic is going to give 
t.hmn bonds that appear to be non-uegotlable 
lwca usE' lw knows that they will sell for a 
Y('l'Y snutll nnHmnt. providrd th-cv get rho 
eaeh in hand; so \vhilst ]w has pm,:er to deal 
with this Y(~l'J important question he is go~ng 
to t,hP cnnnh·v \Yith pron1ises to do something 
if he get> lla.ck again. 

:\Ir. :\IoolU:: You had four vears to cleal 
with it under the Control of Trade Act. 
\Yhat did y•m do' 

:\Ir. CARTER: I will deal with \vhat our 
friend says in a few moments. I say there 
is only one real way of dealing with the 
profiteer. There are many methods by \vh1ch 
we can, perhaps. check profiteering more or 
less-bv price~ fixing and fixing wag"'; hut 
the only tru<e way of preventing protiteering 
is for the people to produce, preparo, an.d 
·distribute their requirements. and th1s 
Government has started out in a "-hole
htarted \\av to do that with regard to State 
station,o. There is a good deal of \York 
jn conn~~ction '\vit.h it, a1ld we knov{ during 
the initiatorv ~Stages no bu~iness is the 8UC
cess it tun(s out to be afterwards when 
running along smoothly. What this Gov~rn~ 
ment are doing as re,garcls State stations 
and State supply of meat will, in all prob
ability, apply in other dl!'ectwns. I know
it can be clone with regard to other thmgs. 
\Yhen the New South \\-ales GoYernment 
started ~on1e State ~ntcrpris(~S a few year& 

Mr. Carter.] 
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Hl!lOll.~:-t otlH•r-. the·~.' :--tan~··i a SL--;tC' 
a11d kncl\viug- .'3U1l;_~thing of tlw trade 
an intr>re:::-t in it_ and :-.tudiPd thoir 

With a rtpitnl of £10.000 thPY 
a po:--ition thq fiJ':'t ::ea l' to nrake a 

of ~rn11etbing like £2.000. although they 
'·nm;;,J. . .,." rcdtH'"d the nricc_' of br._nd. 
, . . yf'al' t11CY HHtde "ft profit of :;.on1t~~ 

tn1ng· hkt> ,_£.3.000. T~Jcy were bu~-ing vrhcat at 
:bout 5~· .. a h~1~hcl. gTi~hng it. n1aking br0ad, 
:Lnd sPlllur.!,' 1t to the public in:.;titntions at 
lOc. por 100 lb. deliwn•d. that j,- 2 2 5d. for 
a 2-lh. loaf. full "·eight. At that time bread 
\Ya~ frorn 3~d. upwards fron1 the i-nivatc 
bab•r. That i" nn eYid(•lJf ,, of LlP 
done. and it i~ sorncthina- on 
vvhat the Uovcrnn1cnt ~ doing a;::. rP~arc~s 
nleat, ~nd thcrr> i~ to prc,~cnt thr-
CoYf:rrunellt t:lkillg up tbe samp line. Of 

11·e know. as mPmber6 of the il[lposi
haYC "Jid. that 1t \\Ott!cl rcquirt• a great 

. of tnonc~, a:1d_ ti n~e to get it intn opera-
t"lon. but) n1_y op1n1on 1s that that i-; the onlv 
goal '"e can look to) n1cantime '"e mus't 
take steps to more or 1£''':~, rc-~tl'ict profiteer
ing. During this disru~iBon we haYe been 
told that there is an Aet on the ~tatute-book 
that giYcs us entire po,ver to do a.s \Ye like, 
bat know tha.r thi;, i~ a \var rneasnre. 
we haYe only to r~ad the titlp to sec that. · 

1\lr. YowLES : RPad the section. 
~Mr. CARTER : \Y c do Lot need to read 

.the se··tion. The tit](, savs-
··An ~.\e-t tD Inakt! provision aO'ainst 

undue restriction of the supplv of gooch 
or undue rai~ing of the price'S of goods 
during war.)) 

Thrre can bE' no qnt"'tion about what is rr1eant 
Ly that. 

I-Ion. \Y. H. BAR~ES: Go on. 
.~Ir. C.~RTER: I am !'Oing to go on if our 

fnf·nd \nll be patient. ~ Bl'fore we were pre
vent J by the War Precautions Art, this 
Govrrnn1cnt began to operate undf?-r the 
Trade Control Ac-t. During 1915. we took 
·OYer butter \Yhen we discovered that it was 
in f'-C hand~ chiefl~~ of n1erchant.s. 1naking 
huge profits. ~\ grca t deal had been bought 
by the nlCJ'Chants frotn the factories at an 
carliPr period for fonYarcl cleliYerv. Prices 
:vJvanec·d rapidly afterward:;;, and ·thev were 
taking advantage of it. The- Gove~nment 
then took c-ontrol undc'r tlw Trade Control 
Aet. Other stPps were also bei11cr taken under 
thal' Act until. iu 1916. we \Y~re pre,·cnte-d 
under the \Yar Precautions Act. The Federal 
Gun•nm1cnt ,teppccl in and took control of 
the· butter, and WP know also that thev 
fixed the· price of sugar-that the wl•o!'e 
.. ugar crop f<'ll into their hamk Thcv took 
the farmers' wh0at--thc; powc·r of ·price
nxing \Yas cnhr 1y tak0n out of our hand~. 
Aln1o~_t PYery rnen1he,· on the othrr side of 
thi' Chambc·r has put forth Yicws to trv 
and leacl people• to believe that we had 
contj nU.{) US po\Ycr nnder thl' Trade Control 
Act. F mler the \Y rr r Precautions Act our 
effort;;; 'YC>re rendered inc.ffectiYo, and \Ye !1ad 
to alcccndon thP control of tracle nfter the 
Fc·dPral Goycrnment took char~c. The hon. 
1110lllbC'r for r~OO\Y00111ba has b0f'D g'DOd 
e~ough _to put Into n;~v hand a case d0aling 
w1th thb matter. \\hen I read it I think 
n1e~nbers will clearly· ~ee that our power is. 
entirely gone. The :i'.liniskr contwlling- this 
Bill made a 'imilar statement. The cr.;e is 
as follow<:- · 

" APPE.\L FRO~I A co-uRT OF PETTY SESSIO~S 
OF VICTORIA. 

"At the Court of Petty Session.s at 

[1lfr. Carter. 

l\ie1bournc. before a police tnagi3trate, 
un 12th }laY. 1916. an information was 
heard '"'·hc)l\_:b~· ..:\lfred Stcp~:en Bnrvett, 
r.n inspcetor in the Dcpartnwnt of tho 
Cummrmwc•.tlth T1·n·a:.:urY at ~Ir>1bunrne 
chargwl that \Y. A.' Far~y. on 2oth April: 
1916. 'did. contrarY to the \Yar Pre
caution·· 1Pricc•s Adjustment) H.egulations, 
1916. macie in parsmt!Wc of 'th' iYar 
Pr0cautiom Act, 1914-1915, of the Com
nlcn'i\·calth Australia, in a proclain1cd 

. in area (r), specifwd in 
to tlw said reg-ulations

of br ad-name h.~ hi'O 2-lb. 
breatl-at the p.rice of 7d., 

suc-h pricP bPlng greater thnn the n1axi-
ll1Ulll price fixed Ly t~lf~ Prices 1:\dju:;:t
rnC'nt Ordc·r. ~o. 1. undt~r the said re~·u
latiuns for the sale of bn'ad in the said 
area. ThP defeudant wns conYicted and 
fined. 

''From that deci"ion the ·defer1dant 
now appealed to the High Court by way 
of order to reYiev1'. 

"The Inaterial fact3 app0ar 1n the 
judgtnents hereunder." 

I am just going to giYe an epitome of that 
judgment. It is-

"At that court. held b:v Grif!iths. C.J., 
and Barton, I:::aacs) Higgins, and Powe-rs, 
JJ. (GHan Duffy, and Rich, JJ .. dis· 
senting). that the legislatiw powNs of 
the Commonwealth Parliament. conferrf'd 
by section 51 (vi.) and (xxxix.) of the 
Con,titution include a power during the 
present state· of war to fix within limits 
of localit~· the highest price which. during 
the continuance· of the war. may be 
charg·ed for bread." 

Thcr0 is a dear case. and what applie-d 
there to bread applies to almost every other 
commodity. They had the power to control 
the prices of food throughout Australia. and 
that case rlParlv prove•, that. Therefore it 
is so n111Ch noi1sen~c for n1cn1bers on the 
other side to say that during the operations 
of the \Yar Precautions Act, after the Federal 
GoHrnmcnt hac! taken O\'er control, we could 
hayc· done anything in the direction of con· 
trolling pri0cs under the Trades Control 
Act. They know perfectly well that we were 
quite helpless-the only thing we could do 
was. poss1 bl:v. to produce and sell some com
modity at a price chr·aper than they had 
fixed. \Y,e could not fix the price, because, 
if we did so under the Trades Control Act, 
there is no question about it that the people 
we tried to control '"ould appe·ar before the 
court and beat us under the \Yar Precautions 
Act. ~O\\' they gO so far as to say ''"c can 
continue to operate under that Act at, the 

prc''f'nt timP. They know per· 
[7.30 p.nL] fcctly well-quite· a number of 

them sat in this Chamber at the 
time the Control of Trade Art was passed
t~;at it was a \Yar 1neasure, intended for no 
other purpose. a11d ther0 is no section of the 
communitv \\·hich \Yonld haYC mad8' such a 
noise as ·the Opposition had the prc--ent 
Administration attempted to control prices 
under that Act during the t"·o or three 
months since the \Yar Precantiom Act has 
ceased to apply. 

?>Ir. YO,YLES:. Read section 2. 

:!\lr. C,\RTEH.: I do not need to rectd that 
section. because it is perfectly clear that hon. 
Ineinh('rs know that it \Vas a war measure 
intended to ceas0 in its operations so soon 
as peacl' was declared. This Administration, 
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their ,,-i~dmn dr•sirinrr to n1eet the exces-
profiteering that i~- going on. brought 

in what tht'T? intt:·nd to he a pc_~rmanent 
niC'LFLll'C to dcel \vith it. It is the duty of 
cn·rv Gon•run1ont tn do sonwthing that' will 
br ~tahl('. ::\o 011erations under the Control 
d Trade Act. in Yicw of the expiry of that 
Art. eun be c£ a stable d1aracter. and thPre-

it the dntv of this GoYernmcnt to 
that~ \Yon1d be effrctiYc, to 

a n1ca~ur0 to giYe then1 the pow0r 
pernwllentiy \hat that Control of 
i--\ct \\-onld only por111it during the 

lPl'n t 10n of thP \Ya r. And so \YC' ha YC this 

There is another thing that should sati.sfv 
nlf'>:!bers on tlw other 'side. Thev had afl 

g-_._C'E'd that th€' prjro of :-ugar v;aS fixe-d by 
the C'onimonv\·r-alth GoYcrHn1ent. The control 
of ::;.hipping Wa5 also cntirPl:~ in thPir hands. 
\Ye \H'rr• quite j)O\\L'rless. Hon. members 
kn0w pedc·c-tly \YPll that under the Control 
of Trade Act \VC have no pmver to do any
tLin2· with it. Then af.rajn. 1vc know that 
the Fe-deral Govennntmt'-rnade an atten1pt to 
contro I the price of meat--in Svdnev and 
::\lclbcurue--outside of this State. becattse the 
p1·icc'~ the~~ WPre fixing were higher than our 

:\Ir. \Yatt. the commonlv-stvled 
~troug 1nan.'' brought in a regula'tiofi to 

gi...-e then1 that po\H'r. n11d \YE' know with 
what di-•astrous resulte to thr Commonwealth 
GoYcr:nnent. The meat rings got to \York, 
and the GoYernnH•nt had not the courago 
to attempt to control it. The squatters and 
other producers of 1ncat \VCrC' strong enough 
t) g:ct togc.-ther and dcf:<- tlw Federal Govern
ment. The result was -that thf'Y had to 
abandon the regulation, and thei'r attBmpt 
to fix the price of meat. During last night's 
debate the hon. member for Dravton made 
some reference to the prices obtained und€'r 
the State's handling: of butter. I have g·one 
to some trouble to collect some figures on this 
!natter. lJpc•ause I think it is vert' necessarv. 
ThP control of buttPr remained i;, the hands 
of thP State tmtil some time in 1916. when 
the \Yar Precautiom Act took it entirPlv out 
of our hands. The hon. member for Dravton 
said that the Gon'rnmcnt took m·er butter at 
120s. and sold it fm 180s. Xow. the hon. 
n1f'lnber rnust kno,v that that is f'ntirelv 
v.ntruE'. He knO\YS that at no time did the 
·StraP GoYcrnment 0ve-r pay so low a price 
a' 120s. to the producers of Qucpnsland. 

The SECRETARY FOR R.\TLW.\YS: A most 
·un:::crupu1ous sta ten1ent. 

:\Ir. CARTER: It \Ya-, unscrupulous because 
'he must know that it was untrue. HP made 

lot of bluster alwut his hatred of profltccrs 
and his hatn.'d of humbugs and hyp=rites. 
\Yhar ronld lle rnore hurubuggjng or h:vpo
critical than for tlw hon. member to make 
the statcmPnt that tiwrf' had been huge 
ptof:tt::'-'ring on the part nf this Govern1n0llt, 
,., hi eh ea LL'ed a los> of 60s. per cwt. to the 
r>mducers of buttPr in tlw State of Queens
land? IIe wc•nt so far as .to say that thev 
ga ,-c 120s. for bnttn. ' , 

?\Ir. ::1Iomm: iYhat grad!' was he talking 
abo,Lt--first. spcond, or" third' 

J\Ir. CARTEH: I do not know. but he 
used thP sj111ple ternl '· 1n1tter." the inference 
mf'aning a1l butter takr-n OYer. 

:\Ir. :YiooRE: \Yhnt is the use of saying he 
rnado nn untrue statcn1cnt then? 

Mr. CARTER: I sav he made an untrue 
3tatement. I say that at no time did the 
-'Government pay so low as 120s. :\'ow, I 

propose to rend from the report of the 
.-\ uditor-GPHPral. which I think nobody will 
cli~put0- ~ 

'· ln Jul:- and August. 1915. the Depart
meut vurchasPcl and sold 1,511 boxes of 
buttc•r. 

" Of this 1,472 boxes "-ere first grade, 
1.172 l)L~iug bought at 196s. per cwt., and 
30) at•196s. Jc." 2 per cent. That dis
posed of \Yithiu the State was sol-d at 
196s. llL'l' cwt.-196s. less 1~ per cent., 
a ml 196s. less 1 per ce'lt. trade discounts. 
747 hnxe of flr3t grade -~vcrc sold in 
:\IPlhotllTlC' nr 225.:-. p(.l' C\Yt. 

'· Th0 h:danre. or profit, on the trans-
f1rtion. \YUS £563 5~. 9d." 

l\o\Y, I \wmlcr \Yhnt the ben. member for 
rhayton hcJs to sa.v with regard to the 
taking- of butter 1 It has been tt constant 
en· that the State GoYernment haYe robbed 
n,·e producer of thar butter. Kow· I propose 
to giYP a fe1Y figures-I am quot_ing largely 
frorn nH!mory-~of th0 prices g1ven. The 
l1uttcr \Vas taken generally at a higher price 
than was rulin _ _g; iu London during the latter 
part of 1915-19lb--a better price than Lon<:lon 
pm·it;~·, aucl thE' farmPr ther.::fore had nothing 
to lose•. \YP know that durmg 1915-1916. the 
first vf'ar of the State Government's opera
tions· in buttN. the farmers received a 
uniform price' of 1s. 2~c1. for the butter 
contents of the cream supplied to the 
factories. That was a higher price than was 
paid by an;~- other State at that tinw. In 
the followino· vear the Government were in 
a position t; 0nable th(' factories to pay the 
farmers ls. 4~d. per lb. 

Mr. B.nLEY: About half the co,t of 
production. 

:Yir. CAHTER: On top of that there was 
a second distribution of profit. equal to 
,·£32.000. which amounted to another 1~d. per 
lb.. therefore making- to the farmers a 
l!nifonn pricP for that ;<"car o.f ls. 6d. per lb. 
Hon. members. tlwrefore, w1ll see that the 
vear 1916-1917 was a 0·0ar of record prices for 
buttPr in Queensland. 

::\Ir. VoWLES: What did it cost to pro
duce' 

:\Ir. CARTER: It is of little importance 
what it cost to producE'. That is not 
the• point. One might as well fix the 
price of pinNtpples in Queemla.nd b_,- what 
thev cost to produce in Tasmania. If 
an~:onf' startf'd t.o produce then1 in Tasmania 
would anvlw-ch hPre contend that we should 
have what it 'cost to produce in Tasmania? 
The people have li,·ed during- the last five 
years producing buttN. and the price of 
covv:;:; anfl dairving land ha:;; gone up. There 
has bPcn a gc11Pral d{'tnand for it. Tl1is year 
has lc .• •en thP vear \Yhen most butter has been 
proflnccd dnr.ing Queensland's hi~tory. 

1\Ir. MooRE: We are Jiying on Victorian 
1:nttcr to-ch1 Y. 

l\Ir. BEBB~:\GTO:\: \Yhat is to f:-OOd of 
putting liPs b('fore th0 public? Abso1ntf' lit•s! 

:\Ir. C;\RTER: I ha Ye just put before the 
HousE' fio-urrs to s'10w who is telling the lies, 
and whe7r the bon. member reads his speech 
and th0 figl1rP:' I haYC' quote·d fro1n the 
.Auditor-Gcne·ral"f:' report-not fro1n n1emory
hc will kncnY pcrfef'tly well \Yho is telling 
lies. 

J\Ir. BEBBIXGTO:\: I am producing it, and 
I knmY \Yhat I am talking about. 

:\Ir. CARTER: I might say. J\1r. Speaker, 
that at the time when you were in offi<'e you 
did what no othe-r State Mi:1ister had done 

Mr. Carter.] 
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for the far!nor~ o£ Quecn~lniH.1-· e~tablishe-tl 
a bnttPr s:1op in Londnn so that their bnUer 
might Le wlcl at a better price, and thereo 
'"as no doubt that (;iueensland bqttcr has 
been lwtter aciYerti-ccl and sold because of 
that. 

:\lr. }IOORE: He <ll'o made fir·st-cla~s butter 
~cL·ond-cla~:':!. v;hich 110 othe·r ~Iini~ter has 
done. 

:'.fr. CARTER: In wy speech on the 
Ad<in'S' in Reply I quoted the prices ,,-hich 
the CmlllnotnYealth GoYE'l'lllllCllt gan:: to the 
farn1_-r~ \Yhen thcv first. took it oYer, or, 
ratllc'l', t~Je prlce !hey fixed for export. I 
will r•cpeat them. The first amount of butter 
t-~xportcd aft0r the Cotnn10ll\Yenlth GoYcrn
lUCllt took the nwttcr OYt.T was paid for at 
the rate of 151s., l0ss 3& p0r cCilt., or, say, 
149s. net. TheY re-eiYcd 229s. in London. 
The cost of freight and rnarketing, all 
char~c:-:, \Yas about 25f:. tltr-n. 1naking a 
London parity in At"tralia of 204,. There
fore they made a profit of 55'. Hon. mem
bt>rs \\·ill sav that the fanners got that proftt 
back again~ They kno\Y that is not true. 
Tlwy know t!,at they got only 19,. back. 
A~rt-r HJU('h contrnYc>r~v i.Yith the· Couin10ll
\';calth authoritie~ tht>y "took ~tc>ps to g·iye the 
farnwr' a ;wrtion; but out of 55s. they 
ga yp du.'nl only 19:;:.., and tbc other 36s. has 
g-nnc soniC\dH:rc other than into the pockets 
{)f the consunu'r or producer. Either 
jnll11C'1~sc prcfitcPI'ing b(•cn p_rniitted, or 
the Connnonw£:a1th GoYc•rnincnt lulYl' a1lo1.ved 
tllt' Impcria 1 authoritif'::; to tax tlH' hardest 
\n.n·kt•d ~ection o£ this ('Ol1lmunity-t1ll'' dairy 
farull.·r·_·--at a tlltlC \Yhcn thcv \Yere not 
in1po.::.in~· Pi ~i1nilar t ~x on tllf' }11'oducers of 
butt0r in Great Britain and Ireland, or 
Ca nncla, or South Africa. I "·ould like· to 
1ncntion a little 1nore profitccring on the 
part of the Federal Government. The 
Federal Gm-··rnment took over the rabbit 
--kill:-. of tbc unfortunate raLbiter-a Yery 
l~ard-\YOl'k('d .-:ectio:1 of the cointnnnitv \vho 
haYC' tn put up with a great nwuy ha1~dships 
in folJo,vin~ their avocatiom. The~- robbed the 
rabbiters of as much as "£250.000 of profit, 
which \Yas allowed to g;o into the co:asolidated 
revenue•. ·when inqr;iries we-re made, :'dr. 
=..\lassl)V Crer-ne <'onflnne-d that. That was 
taken from the· producers. and vet yve will find 
hon. ll1('rnbcrs on the other slde getting on 
the stump at cliffen·nt parts of Australia and 
telling t'tc people that th0 only robbers arc 
the Stl\(' Government of Qne<'nsland. This 
i.; the ou1v Go\Ten11n0nt which ha,-e giYen 
the farmer~s a fair deal. They have passed 
lPgislation such as no oth('r State has giYen 
to th0m in any period of its history during 
the four and a-half years that they have 
been in power. (IntPrruption.) Hon. mem
bers kumv t'1at perfl'ctly well. The hon. 
membe·r for Drayton is tr,·ing to drmvn these 
truths. His yodelling does not affect me. 
I heard one hon. member say wmething 
about wheat. \Ve find that the Common
wealth Governnwnt, under the \Var Pre
cautions Act, were in a position to take the 
"·heat of the people of Australia, and at the 
time when the Canadian farmers-who were 
equally engaged in the deathly strugg-le in 
Francf', who 1vcre· nearer to the seat of \Var, 
and who did not make such a great effort 
a.s A.ustra1ia~got son1ething like 9s. 2d. per 
bushel for their "·heat, the '"hE'atgrowers of 
Australia got 4s. 6d.. Then they tell us it is 
because of the cost of shipping. We· know the 
co't , .. f shipping did not come to that 
amount. At all events, tbe present Prime 

[Mr. Carter. 

-:.\Iinister cf Au~tralia. whil.::.t he \Y3S in 
England upon th0 occa:::ion before C1is 1a~t
yisit, purcha•c'd a fleet of ships which he 
told us \Yas for the "-pecific purpose of C'arry
ing Au~tralian product:3 to the Eng1i~h 
rnarket,. \Yhat do '"'' find? That that· fleet 
of ship .. made £2.000,000 clear profit. 
Y N t h0y te 11 us t h<' price they could gi YG 
t!1P ...:\.u:-tralian \YhcatgTO\Yer \Yas 4~. 6d. a 
bu~hr 1, ''<:ile the Canadian grower got 9:;:. 2d. 

:\Ir. BEBBEGTOX: Your Govcrnmeut seized 
it at 3.s. 6d. 

:\Ir. C .. .\HTER: 1£ it co't that much to 
ship the wht•at. they had gi,.-en us the ,-erv 
~trongc~t t'Yiclence of profiteering, not only 
by ron1panic.;; outside An3tralia. but also in 
contH'ctlon with thoB"' sblps ownE:d b,\· a pro
flteerinf:;- GoYCl'IUncnt run by }1r. IIughes. 
I want ro n'fL•r to rctnarks \Yhich \YPl'e nwde 
b the hon. member for nxJev. The hon. 
nletllb(~l' """" C11t. out of his wa~: to try and 
smooth dw difl1cnltiee of the profiteer. He 
raid in ,,ffert that after all it is not ;o bad' 
as it appeared U<'. and no Act of Par·lia-
rnent could stop it. \Ye rnu~t accept 
that kind ng. A iew 1rceks ago, during 
the dPbnte on th0 Addre;s in Reply, the hon. 
111l'Jnber for ():xh·:· "aid-

i::, niL st 

those 1;eoph'. a~d I 
statp lt, IY.ho be1~eve 

\Yhich i.s going on 

Then he goc::; on to :-.ay-

.. Thcl't.' are llUfllC'l'Oli.-) in:3talJCC;3 of rro
fltvl'l'iug in onr r11if1~t. \Yhrn the Bill 
con1c5 fnrv;ard dealing ·with the quc"3tion 
I ;hall do all I can to a"iet the Go,.-ern
ll1Cnt to fl·an1f' .a n-tt'a::<urc ,...,-,hich \vill be 
l'E'a:3onaL1c anJ applicE1 Llc to the present 
position.~' 

lie 1rn.~ goin_g- tn ~·iYc his _a':lsi':3tan~e and 
cb all lw poestbly could to ass10t the Gm·e_rn
rncnt. \_~pt we find hnu la-:'t. 1ught tr;·1ng 
to persuade tlw ll1{~!llber~ of thi-s Chmnber, 
and incidentallv the p~ople of Qneenslancl, 
to bdieYe thet:e ''as not profiteering of a 
~rrious character. Hnd 110 A<'t oi Parliarncnt 
could control it or anYthing b<2 done to 
preYent it. At that time I said-

" The hon. member will say that the 
Bill is not reasonable and applicable. 
Xo n1attcr if rhc Blll \Yere pPrfection in 
ib;elf. it would neYer Le rcawnablc and. 
applicable'." 

That is the exact position. Hon. members. 
on the other side of this Chamber get up and' 
tell us they are going to a53ist the Govern
ment to do thin~'· The hon .. member for 
Oxlev led the Hous<' to beheYe he was 
going to walk across t.his Chamber and talk 
and vote for the Bill. He also referred 111 

the same spc<;ch to a motor combine. ~"-!ter 
telling us that profitcenng· 16 a neghgtble· 
quantity in Queensland and could not be 
controlled bv law, he told us there was a 
motor comb!nc. There is a little history 
attached to that. The hon. member, after 
he got into this Chamber. commenced to go 
round and start what he called a cheap motor 
sen-ice. Like he ueually does-and, I pre
sume, as he has been doing all his life
he was looking out for a littl<; soft spot to 
nestle into. Darra had gone, and the 
co-operative fruit produce business on the· 
Blackall Rang" had gone. There w~re no 
more France dan, and Jt looked as tncugh 
there \Votdd be ~Terv few mure \var loans to• 
travel for, and he· thought he would get Be 
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motor <'"Ornbilh' aud gi,-0 a e:hean ~crvice to 
the people. 1-Il' ,,·as going- to ~get certain 
people v,-lw had n1otor-cars to join. and thev 
would ],c snppli0<:l n t eo% price. c\ftr•r he had 
got going- lh' \Vent along to n cmnpan:v to 
see whether he could get supplies. They 
sa1d, ·')~.re you a n1rrnber of the con1bine ?" 
lie :;;;aid. ":\o." They >'aid "It will co5t 
yo~1 £2 to join." }Jc: \':ent' along to join. 
but ,y]wn he told them what he 'Yas going to 
{1o \\ith HH' g·ocH!s tlu_•_\- said, ·' Tilnt wilJ 
d0stroy onr bu:3irH-:~s. }~on cannot sell things 
for the bare cost; that is how 'YP liYe." The 
resnlt "·as he conld not join them. They 
\Yould not let hin1 in. He beca1ne yerv 
angry, ,nd said he 'Yonlcl cknounce them 
on t.hc floor of this Home. He has clone so. 
I haYe !ward that, 'Yhen the motor combine 
\Va:-:: app~·oaeht•d h.Y the agent of the Xnhonul 
Dr•1nocratir {\1uncil for n Nrnall i'Ub~idY for 
th0 :\'atinnal Den10cratic Council fund.'.' they 
said. " '\o." .-\skPcl "·!n-. th,,: said. "Ask 
thp hon. UJCJnber f01· Oxlf'Y." ·~o £100 wa" 
forthcoming·. " 

J\Ir. BEBBIXGTOX : Don't cry oYer it. 

:\[r. CARTER: T am not erving. The 
hou. lllcnl'ucr. ·i'or Oxley will CJ'\. o~·C'r it. \Ve 
find hnn. rnembcrs h~re cle(;tionc.Prinrr the 
whole of the timo. Th0Y haY(' n1adc it

0

their 
bu~inus, during- the whole of this debate, 
to tn· and lead the people to belien• that 
this Go\'ernnwnt had power io do--=-

:\lr. BEBBlXGTOX: So they haYe. 

. :\Ir. CARTEH: 'What a d:.-ing Act of Par
liament would not permit them to do. They 
did not ~'" 0ut of their wav to tell the 
people that tl10 CommomYealth GoYcrnmcnt 
;Yith :'ix n~onth~"i to live, with absolute powc{, 
m both Chambers, had an opportumtv of 
bringing legislation to control profltPcring 
all m·er An>tralia. Thev were out on the 
platfmm when the Prime' 1\lini;ter 'Yas here 
the otlwL· daY. I noticed the hon. member 
for :\'nndah. ·I think he was pullillg a rope 
or son1t•tl1ing of t.hat kind. He looks as 
thongh he wouJ.cl be a good pet·son to pull 
a rope on a wagon. These people, though 
capable of that kind of thing, are not cap
able of tellmg the people the honest truth 
-that the Jlrof>tccr is sucking th~ blood of 
the mass of the wmkers and making the 
wmkcr.s disront••ntcd-making the workers 
take these extreme steps which thPY are com
pelled to take to try and live. Hon. mem
ber on the other side of t,he House are not 
asking th~ .B'edeml GoYernment to continue 
its clays to prrsB legislation dealing with this 
question. The rca.son is that their \vavs 
pay in this House l>y reason of the subsidy 
which the ::\' ational Democratic Council get 
from the insurance companies. the n1otor 
combine, and eyery other combine of that 
character. I can quite understand the anger 
of hon. n1err1 bera vd1Pn thev are exposed. I 
am pleased to think that this A-dministration 
in their \Yi'3donl and courage, arf' takincr th~ 
right steps. and I trust that the Bill" will 
not only pass this Chamber, but that when it 
gets to anotlwr place the people there will 
treat it with sufficient jnetice to allow this 
Administration to haYc an opportunitY of 
controlling the r~quirements of the people 
m such a wav that at least thcv will be 
able to liYe. · ·· 

:Y1r. ::\IOOHE (Aubir1ny): Practicallv the 
wholl' of the 'peech of a Jlrevicus sj)eaker 
was taken up with the cost of food. 

:Mr. CARTER: That is all this Bill i;; about. 

:\Jr. :\IOOHE: I am Yery glad to iwar it. 
That is \vhat I was afraid of. that it was 
the cost of food "-hich was going to be dealt 
"·ith nml>'r this Bill. \Y<• haYe had oJ<peri
>'llCP of the (~uccnslancl GoYernment fixing 
prices in the cost of food, and it was a Yery 
bitter one. I 'Youlcl just like to refer to· 
one of the things the hon. member ,,-as talk
ing about-butt>'r. I-Ie neglected to tell the 
whole truth. When he told ns that tho 
Connnonwcalth GoYernn1ont fixed the price 
he Jid not ~a:v it ,,·as th0 price which was 
recornmendocl by the producers themsch-es. 
He did not sav that when that butter went 
iuto cold store's in Brisbane, J.1elboul'llt:, or 
Srdney. \VC got paid for it straig"ht a\\ ay. 
The Imperial GoYcrnmcnt took the 'dwle 
ri~k of ge>t.ting it away; wh(•ther it was 
the ne for hn•l ,-c month;, "·het her the ship
ping \\'as there. Jjd JJot n1atrer. If it 
had not been for the sale to the Imperial 
(Jovcrnmcnt '"c 'maid not haYo been able to
--c•ll it at all. He leads the people to belie,-e 
that we conld haYe sold it in Austr,dia. He 
knm1; perfectly '"ell it could nut ha Ye been 
g-ot a\Ya~,~ and it could not haq-: been sold 
here. He knows that the Imperial GoYern
nlr-ut treat0d us in a very generous \Yay. 

Mr. I-lARTLEY: Oh. that i.s not right! 

:\Ir. :\IOORE: It is absoluteh- right. Ho 
knows that exactly the same thing occurred 
in r<•gard to the wheat-that the Imperial 
(Joyernm.ent took the whole of the risk of 
gPttillg it a\Yay. and that thvrf' un' Jnilliolls 
of bushels which haYc not been got away and 
yet haYe been paid for. ·what is the good of 
talking iike that of prindixing of food. \Ye 
k11ow that at the pre·'.'nt tin1C' tlw farn1crs of 
Queen~land haye gmw U.o\Yn in their incon1e 
tax; that instead of paying 10 pe1· cPnt. they 
ha Ye goJll' down to 4 ner cent. \Ye know 
that land Yalu0s haYe Cfpcrcasccl 50 ill'l' C'L'llT. 

There is such a shortage of butter that 
Queensland is bcinl-( feel by Yictoria butter 
to-day. Yet he talks about fixing· the prices 
of food. IIe said he knew the people who 
11ut us into this House. I sa~- we kno\v 
aJ,o the people who put that side into tho 
House, and 'H' know the principles on which 
thev act. 

1\lr. COLLJ:\S: You look at the map of 
Quclmsland and you "-ill see that '"c repre
'Cmt Queensland outside a little bit on the 
llarli11g Downs and a little black spot in 
the :\'orth. 

:\Ir. :VIOORE: I know hon. members
opposite represent 21.000 voters more than 
we do. I want to give a little quotation to
show the trend of events at the present 
tinw. It is headed, "Hold Gp !" "Threat 
by Unions)" " Schen1e to Reduce Prices," 
and says-

"_-\ statement was circulated in Sydney 
to-day that a number of nniollS are about 
to lauuch a scheme for the holding up
of foodstuffs until local prices arc 
reduced. The unions primarily concerned 
will be those controlling transportation 
services and, it is said, there is a. possi
bility of a. move being made in the next 
few days. 

" The scheme is said to be compre
hensive and will probably include in tho 
embargo meat and rabbits, wheat and 
flour, dairy produce, a.nd leather and 
tallow. 

" It is said the wharf labourers will 
be the first to be asked to act, and, in 
the eYent of their efforts being unsuccess
ful, allied unions are likely to be 

Mr. Moore.] 
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inYoh·ccl. Tht~ unions \Yhich \Yonld CYen~ 
tualh· be inYolY~ll should the scheme 
d<!YL'lop l1Ccorcling to ,chedule arc the 
"·harf labourers, seamen, tramport 
srol'ln'r~. and coal n~iners." 

~lr. JL1.HTLliY: \Yhcre are you quoting 
fruu1 ·; 

::;rr. ::;:oORE: This is from the "Daily 
j\fail." It. is iu the ·' Standard." too. The 
hort. n1c·ruLPr said. " \Yhat did it n1atter 
what it cost to produce; that was 
intnuttC'rial.'' Of cours(', it is imn1aterial 

the lnan in the city \Yho wants to get 
food. lmt it i . ..:. not to thP 1nan iu the 

who has got to grow it. vY c have 
to recoliect that \Yhen JYir. Justice Higgins 
was f1xing the price of \vagcs he fixed a 
rrtininnlnl wage and said the men were not 
compcllC'll to \York for that. but the:v could 
bargain for as ITlJlCh n1ore as they liked to 
get. \Yhat is it coming to under this price
fixing' Tlw:-· are going to put a stop to 
co-opc'rativo prottction !:.~ocie6es. 

_\ Go1·ER:>DIEXT J\1DIBER: :\o. 

:\Ir. l\lOORE: The hon. member say; 
"'"\o." The principal clause in the Bill 
says it eau he done, the Governn1ent can 
<:o;nmand<oer what people put on one side 
tJ ket>p a stabilised price. Does the hon. 
memlwr know that it would haYe been 
impossible to carry on the dairying industry 
in QuPf'mland had it not been for the 
co-opPratin:- soci0tics stabilising prices? 
Does he know what was the position of 
dairymen in Queenl-and before we got those 
;ocieties ·: Does he knO\Y what was the 
position hdor<' thc• Cheese Manufacturer>' 
ARsoelal ion started'! 

3.1r. BREXXAX: Before the Labour Govern
ment got into power you n1ean. 

:Hr. 3.100RE: Before the Labour Govern
ment got into power Queensland was a pros
perous StatP. (Gover·nment laughter.) What 

is it to-da:-·? Practically bank-
f8 p.m.] rupt. \Vhat clo we find to-day 

under a Labour Government? I 
woulcl just like to quote >Yhat the Minister 
said whcen he was introducing the Bill. This 
IS what hP said-

'· \Ye are frequently told that 10\Y pro
ductwn rs the cause of high prices. If 
that Is so. ho\\' is it thut to-dav i11 Aus
tralia. when pl'C dnf'tion \v'U~ neycr 
gr('atcr, the price of foodstuffs was never 
higlwr? That aboolutek contradicts the 
Hrgunwnt that high p:·c)duction in itBelf 
would :0;oh·c the question of high price>s.:' 

That is the \·oicc of the }linistcr introducin~ 
the BilL List• 11 to \Yhat }fr. T. J. lha;; 
said at t!H' Exl1ibition tlw other ni"'ht- · 

'·It is found that in Australi:l. instead 
of ]H'c dueticu in ·wheat incrPasino-. it has 
dimini,hed. Bet\Yecn 1916 and l918 the 
<1CrPaQ\:'> under whPat had dcC>rea~ed fron1 
12."34.00('1 to 7.990.990. T'wdnction has 
d 'C1'C' ~(·d unUcr thP re~~·ime of thP present 
FL•dr>rul (-!-O\'P1'll!11Cnt. lwcau:-:r it has failed 
to ]HOYiJe the santP condition:-; for the 
11rim(ll'Y prodnccr of \ustrnlia as has 
hccn proYidcd in othc1· part:'-\ of th0-
Empirc." 

I-lprc 1H' hnYc Q'Ot the :VIi11istcr brinQ:in!! in a 
Bill: :.:a~YiEg that nroducticn i;;; irl.(:re'-asjng. 
and \YP lHtYt" :\Ir. R;:an BaYing that produr
tion i.;; d0rrca.~lng b0ertnse thP lJTorlncf'r:;;. hu\~e 
"<Ot hac! a frrir 'g-o. I >Yill quot0 somethin,
·110rt' a bout tht" dairying jndnstr.\--~ 

'·In o-c~neral farming- ther~ vi·as a 
deC'rPa~ct"l last ~-car. as~ cornp::tred v,-jth 
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1917, of 2.059 males and 205 females. In 
dairying therP vra.s a dccrea,~c of 1~088 
rnalce aciJtl 2.907 fprnaib." 

l\1r. BREXXAX: \Yhat causcc! that' 
Mr. l\IOORE : The harassment of the 

pdmnry pl'oduccr h:v this Goyern1ncnt. 
'Hr. BHEXXAX: It ',\·as the droug·ht. Be 

honl'".t. 
'll1·. l\IOOHE: It \Yas not thP d:·oug·ht last 

Year. Th<' drought 1s this year. Iu Lringiug
ln tl1i' Bill thP }Iinisicr said that production 
'\vas ncYL'l' higher, and yet as <Soon us \Ve 
earner tht>tn tlJey say that the ·drought is 
here and that lias caused the falling off in 
thL' farmina indu.:-trv. \Yhat was the object 
of thr' }liniotcr ,..Jw'n he introduced the Bill 
sflyino· that pro(luction '\Vas lif'Y(~r higher? Ile , ~id that prices lHJ.d iiJcrras0d. and that 
total production had increased, and that 
\\'h<2ai \\as rotting iiJ the South. \Ybat is the 
o·oocl of ~ay]nU' that sort of thing IYhPn \Ye 
kno1Y that~ tl7erc has been a reduction'? 
ThPre has bf'('l1 a 1·eduction in output~ and 
that has C":tnscd an incl'UlSP in prices. 
B0cause the farme!'s arc in a sc-riou::; position 
to-day thcv >Yant to briiJg in a Bill to fix the 
price. of th,cir produce. I never heard of su:'h 
a thing. They ea:-· that tlwee po\\'ers ':·rll 
nPYPr IH' us<•d. but thcv said the ·<tmc thm'i 
hPforP in connection with the Sugar Acquisi
tion Act. nnd \Ye knmY hn\\~ tlwy used the 
pO\\'Cre under that Act. Then thr• :Mi.nistcr 
got up and talked about the poor pnl":""Y 
producn'. and shed crocodrk tears. He sard-

" Then, again. the prin1ary producers 
arc ·nbjcct to tremendous. hardship ~ncl 
<SufferinD.: on account of tlus profttccnng·. 
ThL· p~·'imary producer to-day is being 
nnfair!Y harassed. uncl the men \Yho want 
to produce \vealth are being prm·ented 
from so doing b0cause of the profitcenng 
that takes place." 

The GoYrrnnwnt have been in office for four 
vcars. \Yhen they first came in they com
lnancleel'i'd the farmers' wheat at \Yanvick, 
and fixed the price at 3s. 3d. pe_r bushel, 
,,-hile the Argentine farmer was pard Ss. 6d. 
for \Yhcat sent to Queensland. 'They made 
the far·nwre send their wheat to Brisbane. and 
forced them to take bad wheat of inferior 
qualitY in return, and they had to pay the 
freio·ht from Brisbane into the conntre·. 

M~-. BEBBTXGTOX: Hear, hear) That is 
COl'l'CC't. 

::Yh. 'llOORE: Then tlw GoYerln<cnt fixed 
the price of butter at 1~6s. when 200s. could 
haYe been got for rt rn the South. The 
Goyermnent also put a stock embargo on to 
preYent stock from going into the other 
States. In that wa~- the~' ruin<2d the markets 
of Queensland. and ruined hundr~ds of 
famwrs. \Yhat .did the,· do that for? It was 
to get cheap meat for their Stat~ shops, ~ne! 
to prcY<'nt thP cattle from gomg to :t\0w 
South \Yalcs. The onlY benefit was to the 
An1Prican ~Icat Con1pany and to the State 
n10a tsho})S. 

}lr. BREX'": The PriYy Council sa id we 
IY0rf' r]ght in doin!l· that. 

:'>Jr. :'>IOORE: The PriY,. Council did not 
~av von IYC'lT rig·ht. The Pri..-~: Council said 
the,: eonld not CJnestion the houa fides of the 
Go~~crnment. 1;rcausc the;: expecb'd that the 
GoveT11!.,1Pnt -....-culd treat all n1en1 ber~ nf the 
conJ111Unin- fairlv nncl hone:"tl~.-. The-y did not 
haYP an;· Cxprri~nce of a Labour GoYernn1ent. 

~Ir. BRE:\X.\~: The Pa3tora1i~t,' l~nion v..-as 
1~Phird ~IrtS. Dunce.n. 

::Yir. }IOORE: The ncoplr will judge that 
'"·hen t~J8 ti:n"s: com(.'3. Yf't "\VC ho.-ve the 



[:!\J OcToBEH.] l're;_;'lltion Bill. 1693 

l\Iini.~tcr shcddi11g crocodile tca~·s and t<:dking 
about tlH:_- lJOor farn1cr being hara£sczl. \Ylwt 
has tlw Governuwnt douc to a::;:-3i:--t rhe 
farmer? The GoYcrnment has du11e abso
lutely nothing_ The Government put on a 
land tax \Yhich the faxn1cns haYe to puy, and 
we do not forge't that they put on the stock 
e1nhargo so that they could get the 1ncat at 
a low price for their mcatshops. )3y that 
1neans they got n1cat at a Io·wer pncc than 
anv other· part of tho 1vorld. Y ot we had 
Mr. R)un g·etting up tho other nig-ht and 
saying that tho producers should get the 
worldc's parity. Why did the Argentine· get 
a higher price than Australia for meat '1 

'-""'" c loww that tho lncatvYorks \VCl'O cmnpelled 
to supplv the State shops with meat at 3d. 
per lb., ~so what is the use of talking <>bout 
rrivirw them world's parity 'I \YhPn tlw 
farnt~rs hexo au oppor1T1nlt,v of fonning 
co-operatiYo associations and establi><hing the 
price of thf~ir J:llroduct-3, and thus n1aking a 
profit out of them, the Government hringR in 
a Bill to say 1hoy shall not do it. 

Mr. IIARTLEY: \Vhat do YOU call sta bi!ising 
prices? · 

Mr. ~IOORE: Keeping the produce at a 
price at which a man can live. 

Mr. IIARTLEY: Keep it the same all the 
time, no matter whether it is a good year 
or a bad vear, and no matter what it costs 
to produce ? . 

Mr. 1\IOORR: The prieD ,,-ill !Je fb;:ed over 
an avera(J'c of years. \Vn know that \vhen 
there are ~good times it is absolutP!y essential 
for a co-oiJC'rativo society to put by as much 
as thev can. If you are g·oing to stop buyillg 
altogc.thel', -..vh\'1-e j~ tlu1 fanner going to 
find his market-s? Is the Govcrnnwnt pre
pared to step in and f!llauce the farmer and 
give him an opportunity to hold his produce? 
Th~ Gov0rnn1('nt \Ytlllt the farnlPrs to ~t~nd 
their produce down hero when there is a 
glut so that they can get the- produce as cheap 
as pos;;iblc. This Government will do nothing 
for the producer. It is different in New South 
\Vales, whPr<l they giYu a man £2 a ton to 
eonseno fodder, not to commandeer it. Bnt 
l1cre ''"" arc treated quite differently. Every 
farmr·r ,,-!Jo c:rm>'S foodstuffs knows that a 
good time c;mes when he must store it, 
and the only way to store it is to put it 
into the cold stores. Then the Government 
are able to come in under this Bill and 
comman<leN it at a iixcd price. The 
Gorernment ,,-ill say that the producers 
are holding it to ke<'P up prices. ()f course 
th0y al·e holding it to nHt1ntain prices. .Are 
not the workt\rs cotnbininp; to nu1.int 1in tholr 
own ,,-ages at the present time? And why 
shoukl not the prodLt"crs combine to maintain 
the price of their produce and get the best 
price they can 9 All through the piece the 
whole cry is to fix the price of food. Com
binations for the )JrotPction d the com
nlunity 8 re supposed to b(~ n11deslrable, but 
combinations which exploit tho community 
are allowed to go by the board. so far as tfJB 
Gon'rnmPnt arP coucerncd. \Ve know tha·G 
many things arc at an absurd!.'' high price 
at the prc,cnt time, but yon cannot alter that 
lw fixing the price of produce. You can fix 
the price of what the primary producer 
gro-..y::; to-do~'. but )'OU cannot make hin1 grow 
it agnin. You found that ont ,.-hen you 
fixe<l the price of butter. The people in the 
countn would not continue to milk because 
it dicl. not pay them to do so. You ran fi:"<. 
the price of ;.-hat is on ha-nd to-da,·. but I 
can assure you you will not fix the price of 

,,·hat i:3 to con'l', bccnu.':\c the people will not 
produce it. The ouly \11'<-lY to bring do\Yn 
th" coot of ]i,-ing i,; to enable the people tu 
1nake a fair thing out uf it in the country. 
)_~ ou should 11ot ::;top then1 fr01n co1nbining 
into co-operative bodic~. They do 11ot coinc 
to the Go\Tf:n·nnlent and ask for assi:"tance, 
hut they put in their own money; yet you 
bring in a Bill like this to stop them from 
combining to stabilise prices. \\'hen you do 
that, then the cost of living ;., going to be 
higher than it eyer was before. It is stnpid and 
it is a wrong thing to indnce people to go on 
to the land and settle if you are not going to 
enable· them to combine to get a good price for 
their produce so that they can live. \Vhen a 
good time comes they must put by some of their 
JH'OdLtCL'. and they should not be harassed 
us thev have bePn bv this Governmem. \V c 
arc toid by an hon. n!ember that the Imperial 
GoY('l'nin<'nt \Yerc gullty of profiteering; but 
the pL·oducers of Queensland wero well treated 
by the Imperial GoYernment. The Imperial 
Go.-ernment took all the risk when they 
bought the produce of the fa-rmers for the 
use• of the troops, and we were prepared to 
"'11 it at the price they fixed. Whe1L a profit 
\\as made out of it the Impl'rial Gm-ernment 
returned 50 p~r r~nt. to the prodnC'crs after 
taking all the risk themselves. Yet we are 
told that the Imperial Government >Ycre 
profiteering H11d 1nade a big profit. 

:\Ir. C_\RTEil: So they did. 

Mr. MOORE: This Government took butter 
for 146s. when it could haYe< been sold for 
188s. or 200.,. Yet members opposite are 
trying to hand wink the electors; but the 
people in the country know C[l!ite well what 
the Imperial Government did. 

:\lr. C\UTER: Thev don't know. They 
listened to people like you. 

:\fr. :1IOORE: ThP chiry companir•s elected 
their ow11 reprci"'entn.tiyes, and they wore 
quih· satisfic•d with the <kal that 1\-as made. 
The rrrjc:<~ fixed -..r ts a fair alld rea~onn ble 
011(', a.nd, although it \ras not incun1bont on 
the British Goyernnwnt to give any of the 
profit, they returned £300,00\J to Queensland. 
\Yhcn \YO take· into consideration that the 
British Gm cmmcnt took all the risk, I con
sider 1ve >Yere generousiy treated. Had it 
not been for the Imperial Government. where 
wonld we havo bcpn to-dav" \Yould tlw hon. 
rrwmhc~J· for Port CurtiS' hayo prcvidod a 
markd fo- ou:· stnff'' He would have been 
J·nnning about like a dog at a fair, wringing 
hi~ lwuds antl -..rondf'ring -..rhat vvc should do. 
(HPal·, hear~ and Jaught0r.) '\Ye \YC'l'C vcr~,
lhankful to the British Goyermncnt for >Yhat 
they did at that time. At a time of crisis 
like that there >Ya.s no suggestion b.' ho11. 
l11€Inhcrs opposite of what they were going 
to do to help the producer. 

::Ylr. C-IRTER: The I,abour Goyornment 
bought ships and that helped the producer. 

::\'ir. MOOB.E: \Ye know that the !i'Pderal 
GoY{'rl1l11€11t are going- to gi \"(' the r,rodurcrs 
an opportunity to do sonr•thing fer thcm
sch·os through the ::\Iassey Groeno schPme. and 
immediatelY thov do we have a Bill like 
this comiui (]]on~ to unllern1j1w it. CtPl euy
one \Yonder that the- producers aro against 
this Goycrnment after the >Yav thcv have 
been !rea ted ? " " 

::\lr. For.EY: Do vou rea I!.- bclic.-c that 
thlf' Go-..-rrnmcnt is o"nt to ruin' t hf' producer? 

Hon . .J. G. _'\PfTL and otl!er Oi'POSITIO~ 
:MnrBERS : Yes, yes ! 

Mr. Mocre.} 
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1Ir. 2\IOORE: The actions of the Govern
ment prove it. It is not a question of "Do 
you believe it?" \Y c know that 50 per cent. 
of the yalue on the land of the jWoducers 
has been taken a way b~- this Government. 
The Treasurer kno\Ys it himself through the 
land tax returns. Values are decreasing 
eveny year. The producers, imtcad of paying 
10 per cent. of the incorne tax, are only 
paying 4 per cent. to-day. As soon as there 
is an opportunity for the producers to control 
their o>Yn industry under Mr. !Vlassy Greene's 
schenw the present Queensland GoYcrnment 
steps in and blocks it. If we are let alone 
-we ran control our own affairs, but if we 
are going to he interfered with, then agri
cultural production is 11ot going to be 
increase<.\ in Quc•ensland. It is going to 
-deteriorate. The chairman of the Downs 
Co-openttivc Company, at the a.nnual meet
ing la>t month. stated that the cheques paid 
for the year amounted to £100,000 less than 
wa;; paid to the suppliers for the previous 
year. Those figureo are indicative of what 
is going on all over Queensland. 

And wt this Government bring in a Bill, 
and pnlcticalh· the whole trend of the argu
ment on that side has been that tho pro
Jucer was a profiteer, and that the price of 
food must be brought down. There was 
practical!.<- only one item which the :;>.Iinister 
etate.d did not haw to do with food, and that 
was b!Jots. in which connection they haYe to 
use hides. H0 mentioned companies like 
Goldshrough, Mort, and Co. and Dalgety to 
show that they made hug·e profits. \Vell. 
they sold their wool in the open market of 
the \vorld: and. if they arc going to be pre
vented from doing that, how is Queensland 
going to develop·: Are they going to restrict 
then1 :;;ending their \vool where they can get 
the hest price? 

The l'RDIIER : \Yhy should not the pro
ducer. and not the middlemen. like Golds
hroug-h. :viort, and Co., get tlH_' ,b0st ]1ricc? 

Mr. 1IOORE': Does not the hon. member 
kno>r that Goldsbrough, Mort, and Co. and 
Dalgdy own several stations' 

A GovEmDtE:XT -;1,1E:IIBER: 'I'hcy do not own 
all t.hc wool they sell. · 

2\Ir. :;>.IOORE : Is there anything wrong 
with their selling on behalf of the other 
people '?-they get about H per cent. 

Mr. F. A. CoOPER: Ha,-c you seen the 6d. 
pamphlet showing the wool prof1ts? 

Mr. MOORE: I do not need to see it. 
1 say it >Youlcl be far better for Queensland 
if the wool profits were double. But we 
l1nd, instca·d, that the Minister brings Ull an 
argument saying >Yhat a splendid thing a 
Commonwealth note issue would be. Does 
not hP know that the inflation of the cur
rency in Australia has depreciated the Yalue 
of n1oneY to such an extent that it is one 
of the m;lin causes of the high cost of living. 
If \Ye send £100 to America we only get £87 
worth back. 

Mr. HARJ'LEY: That is a good reason why 
\Ye should not eend to America. 

Mr. JI..IOORE: Quite right; but there are 
a lot of things produoed there that we do not 
make here. 

i\;lr. HARTLEY: Then you ha Ye no faith in 
your own country's paper? 

Mr. MOORE: That is not the question. 
The question is: Have other people got 
faith in it? It is the people outside who 
have not got faith in it, and it is owir.g 

[Mr. Moon. 

to the action of the varioua -:'\ustralian 
GoYernrncnb;; that theY ha-re not. And it is 
owmg to a Bill lih 'this that that faith is 
going to still more .deteriorate. And that is 
sonH'thing "\Ye ha Ye to reckon on; because. 
after all, if you ar·t' going to drain the 
country as it is being drained-and I think 
hon. 1nen1bers. especially the hon. rnen1ber 
for Toowoon1ba. knows the couditlon of a 
large nun1ber of farrners in bis O"\Yl1 dis
tric-t--

Mr. BHE:XXAJ\: I am going to tell you 
about then1 in a tninute. 

Mr. ::YIOORE : And all the public s •n-ants 
arc getting continual rises, so that it look> 
rather like "to him that hath shall b0 giYen, 
and to him that hath not eyen that >vhich he 
hath shall be taken away;" freights have 
be(~n raised hvicc· einco this GoYenuncnt 
camo into power. Then the :\Iinister comes 
in and says the pri1nary producer is being 
haras~ed; and we find the late P1·emier 
going to the Exhibition talking in the same 
strain. \Ye find him going do\Yn South. and 
saying that the primary producer there has 
been ma·cle the butt for the whole of Aus
tndia; that he "houlcl han> got better 
prices. But what do we find in Queenslaud? 
They frxed prices here so that the local 
farmer got 3s. Sd. for "·heat. \Yhile the 
Argentine farmer got Ss. &d. 

:;>,Jr. CAHTER: \Yhcn was that? 
Mr. I\IOORE: When th" present Labour 

Goyprruuent ca1ne into power. (GoYcnun{~nt 
laughter.) Then he goes out and says the 
wheat farmer has been unfairlv treated. 
rrhc arch conspirator goes l'OUI~d talking 
about how had!~- the primary producer has 
been treated. and yet no man had a better 
opportunitv of altering the existing condi
tions of affairs. And look at what we ha Ye! 

Mr. CAHTER: You knmY he could not do 
anything o\\·ing to the \Yar Precautions Act. 

".Ylr. I\IOORE: The hon. member has the 
\Yar Prccflutions Act on the brain. Di·d he 
fix the price of \Yhcat at 3s. Sd. in Ylarwick 
under the War Precautions Act? Such a 
thing is an absurdit:·. Did he fix the etock 
embargo under the \Yar Precautions Act? 
1\-o, he took it under the Sugar Acquisition 
Act; and, when theY ,nw that a { .J_se \\-as 
likely to he made of it, they altered the agree
ment and took it under the. Meat Supply for 
Impcnal LEes Act, a10d sa1d they did so to 
help the men in the trenches from going 
to be stan·ed. The real reaeon >vas to 
cheapen the price of meat in Brisbane. He 
was taking paddy heifers at the bor<ler so 
that the troops could not be stan·ed in the 
trenches. So he said. but it was reallY to 
disorganise things so that the price wou}d go 
down in Bri.,bane. That is what the farmers 
on the Downs and the primary producers 
had to put up with. It is all wr~- well for 
members to criticise the Federal Gm·ern
mcnt and 1nake election-cering Sl1ct'C'he3; but 
the farmer;; know >vhat has hecn done for 
them by this Go,-crnment. 

Mr. CARTER: That i'l what we are going 
to tell them. 

Mr. :MOO RE: It is a question of deeds 
not words, It is no use saying to the 
farmers, " If it had not been for the \V ar 
Precautions Act we would haYe done some
thing for you." I can imagine the member 
for Port Curtis saying that. " This War Pre
cautions Act stopped us giving you Ss. per 
bushel for vour wheat; it is a terrible 
thing." J\'o "doubt that is what he will tell 
them, but they will want to know what 
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ha~ been g·i v·'ll th( m b~,- this 
E \ t_·j:." ti~-1ng that I have 

:-:o far ua~ be·ey a2:ainsr thern. 
anYbodY sa,~ the ~rock ~-rnh<.ll'£To rras 

thcir.bencfit" · ~ 
ML C1RTEH: Didn't You and others tn to 

get the late Pre1nier tC) take oyer thu ·whe-at 
~nol in Queensland·: 

~Jr. ~IUOHE: Yre•. and what i• the result 
to-c\a~- ·: \re han.-' to go to South Australia 
for \Yheat; \Yt' cannot get it froln .:\ew South 
\Yale3. 

':\lr. \YELLIXGTo~-: How many ·-hare' did 
vou ha Ye·: 
• i'IIr. 'UOORE: It is not a question of how 
manY shares I had. I had the farmers' 
welfiue at heart. But the late Premier was 
not statesman enough to see that it affected 
the farmers of Queensland. He could see 

further ahead than what Yotes he would 
at one paltr~· by-election. He could 

not see that it was going to reduce the wheat
groTr1ng- area in Queensland by a. n1illion 

i!t three Years. He could only think 
many votes' it was going to affect on the 

3ide, aud sajd, let th('m take a refert'n~ 
,Ju-t imagine• that in the middlE' of a 

I 

l'llr. HARTLEI: \Ye wanted You to state 
.-cur mind: vou did not kno\,- your own 
Inind. · ~ 

:'IIr. :\IOORE: Our mind "-as absolutely 
stared. The :\Iinisier for Agriculture asked 
£or l'Ctuens, and tht'l't' \Y'J"' a hro to one 
majorit~~ in faYOlF. \Yl1ut happened i~ in the 
A.~:·icnltural l'Cl)OJ't. 

Tlw l'nnm:n: \Yhy cl id tlw hon. member 
for C'unningham oppose it: 

i\lr_ :\100RE: The hott. memb~r for Cun
niHghan1 1vas inter0sted ln a ('O~opeTativc mill 
and it did not interest them. lt vvas for the 
re<t of Queensland we wero asking. The 
\Yanvick mill need not haYe been brought 
i~t at all. 

The PnDIIER: What attitude did the 
member for \Yarwick take up? 

i\Ir. i\IOORE : I am not concerned about 
tlnt; but I do kno>Y that he was prey,arecl 

assist hundreds of farmers with wheat in 
electorate at cost price, and stand out 
t.yelve months for bs moneY. Yon can 

c:et eYiclcnce of t!Htt from 11undreds of 
larn1ers in his eler:tora te. 

i\Ir. \YEIR: He v,-anted to secure votes. 
l\lr. i\IOORE : It was not a question of 

vote•. It was a question of business ability. 
Bee a use he has a miil he made arrangements 
so that he could get a fair return a.11d wheat 
to kr•Lp it going: and if the Qneensland 

had the c..an1c bu~ines::; acun1cn. 
v:oulcl 1av out their uoorb in such a 
that the. producer vcould be assisted 
not hampered. Instead of that, we 
they gin' out £60,000 in four years 

departmental relief for nothing, but 
it comes to a-•sisting the farmer. Iw 

has to pay 5 per cent. for it. \V0 haYo the 
wholr- cliffercnce sununcd up in n fe1v "\vordfi 
of the hon. member for Port Curtis-namcly. 
"\Y,hat doe~, it matter about the cost of 
production; it does not count." 

Mr. CARTER: I did not sa v that. I said 
it did not affect the price at which butter 
should be sold. 

Mr. MOORE : The only person it affects 
is the man who produces buttee. It does 
not affect the man who buys it. But, if the 
man who produces it is not fairly treateci
I ha.-e no hesitation in agreeing with the 

late Premier that be is not being fairly 
trcatcd~it is tirne that this Goven11nent 
did something to treat him fairly. and not 
brin~ in a Bill like this and say that the 
price;' of food is too high and must be 
hroturht down lJV fictitiou·:3 mean~. ThP 
Serr~;tan· for A!!~'iculture said he did not 
beJieH ;-cry much in price-fixing: that. he 
did not think, was going to cure the trouble. 
Then, ,,-hat is the Bill brought in for? Every 
Bill that ha> been brought in has a dragnet 
clause. "\Ye must haYe these powers. but 
we do not intend to use them." \Vhen the 
Su!'ar Acquisition Bill was brought in, it 
was suggested that it might be used for 
other purposes, but the then Premier said 
that it was unthinkable that such a thing 
Rhould take place. But directly an oppor
tunit.v occurred, and pressure came from the 
Trades Hall for cheaper meat in Brisbane, 
the Sugar Acquisition Act was put into force. 
If vou can deal with profiteering v.-ithout 
touching the primary producer; if you can 
control shipping combines so as to bring 
clown the freights, I am very much in favour 
of it. But if it is only used to reduce the 
price of food and hamper the primary 
producer, I am dead against it. I want to 
see those _people gi.-en an opportunity to 
bring down prices by greater production
by giv-ing them assistance in every possible 
\Yav-nJonetar·r a'"si~tance if need be. 

1\Ir. HARTLE~: \Yhat is the good of greater 
production if you corner the tnarket? 

J.\Ir. :\IOORE : Do the primary producers 
thomseh·es corner the market? Hon. rnem
bers vvant, \Yhen a good time cmnes~ eYery
thing sent down here and sold straight out 
in the market-nobody must store anything 
to keep on his o\vn account. ~~ o farmer, 
a pparent!y. is to be allowed to store fodder 
on his O\Yn farn1 because, if a dry ti1ne 
comes, and his neighbour has not been so 
nrovidcnt, thn- want to take that which he 
has got. · 

Mr HARTLEY : The Bill does not affect 
the farmer: lw can store as much as he likes. 

Mr. MOOR E : It does affect the farmer. 
E•·er)-thin'( Iw Rrm.-s is liable to seizure 
at n fix,,d price. Considering the speeches 
'"" ha,-e had to-night, I think we vv-ant some 
b0tter eYidcnco that profiteering of a naturo 
1vhich is not going to affect the primary 
producer can be dealt with. If they are 
prepared to give that m·iclence-so far, it 
has not been forthcoming-I am in favour 
of it. The interpretation clause distinctly 
l'efrrs to n plnre in "\'.-hicll produce i-, 
stored, and a farm is clefinitclv mentioned. 
So I think we have everv ,:eason to be 
afraid, because 1Ye know-although an hon. 
member on that side said he knew who con
trolled us, we know and had ample evidence 
of who controls them-and taking that into 
consideration. I would like some eYiclence of 
how they intend to control the profiteer who 
imports his wares into Queensland. If they 
are able to do that, and continue to do it, I 
hn ve no doubt the Bi 11 will be good, but if 
they are only going to exercise it in the 
direction of controlling food prices grown 
in Queensland, it is not going to be for 
the benefit of the State. 

Mr. BRENNAX (Toowoornba): I do not 
intend to take up much of the time of the 
House, but I want to reply to some of the 

remarks made bv the hon. mem
[8.30 p.m.] ber for Aubigny who has really 

mi srepresentecl and distorted th~ 
whole of the intentions of this Bill. I think 
the farmers are perfectly satisfied that before 

Mr. Brennan.] 
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1915 the;· had many years' expc•ricncc of the 
conduct meted out to them by the Govern
ment then in powc,r, with the assistance of 
the middleman. iY e know that the farmer' 
got very small sumB for their pr.oduce, but 
~ince t.his GoYenunent cante into poyyer
even if a few little errors have been made 
-they have so catered for them that at the 
end of the three vears th(~ farn1ers "·t're so 
satisl\ed vvith the· prices they \\ere getting 
for produce that they had no hesitation in 
returning quite a nurnbel' of nH~n1bers rcprc~ 
scnting the farming inJustry. I was one of 
them, and the farmers in mv electorate have 
told me that they are perfectly satisfied 
with the administration of this Government 
and the prices they have had since the 
Government came mto power. I think that 
is the bc6t evidence vvc can have against the 
crying, cringing, and cra,vling of hon. nlem
bers opposite, whose stock phwse for the 
n1an on the land is '·the poor unfortunate 
fanner," and con1ing in here vvith a- tissue of 
falsehcods for the purpose of mislca,cling the 
people of Queensland into the belief that the 
far.,;ers are dissatisfied with the Adminidta· 
tion. They arc perfectly satisfied. Hon. 
Jllctub-or::: oppo-::ite know t)hat the present hard
ship~ an: bt·ought about through cause~ beyond 
thL' Cc\ crntnPnt'.-:. controL that i:::, thr~-rngh 
drought. Bt'cau:::c t:tc f-·rmcrs arc ~uffcriug 
lwn. HlC'!llhcrs np})0:'3itl' hn·wl to the farrnel.", 
''Look at ·what the Go·n.•nnn{'nt arc doing. 
No-w th~:~ are going to ~eizc your vrodnce 
under a Profitcerin(r PrcY('ntion Bill '' On 
0110 it<>m alone I think the -Oppositi~n wiil 
agree thnt \YhC'n the vvar wa.s over there \vas 
)u ~-\u-:;tn1lia. .-;ufticient leuthei' to 1nakc boots 
for the \vhole 1.rorld practi('ally. France 
sent out a delegation-it carnc here purely 
fo1· the purpo::t~ of '3-e:uring port1on of DUl' 

]P.~thcl' for France, although UlHh'r tht' gui:::e 
0f a pnrt· who \YC'l'e y{:;;iting _\n~tralla to seo 
..:\ustndln·: ~\nH'l'ica h<Hl lJ~t· 1'eln·c . ..:('lltntlve:-i 
1wrc. EYer~- nat1on, .J apcu1 iilcludccl. had 
it'i l'ClWC,Cntativcc. Thev took the lcathCl' 
awt(\', and th~ rc:·ult i:3 t-flat boots have gone 
U]l by about 50 per Cl'lll. 

Hon. iV. H. B.'-R"f:S: To whom did the 
Government ,l')l their hid0s in the North? 

:\lr. 11REX:\'AN: The Gov-cmrnent sold 
their hides, b1tt th0 Fodcc·al GovcrrHuPnt 
allowed tlw C'<portation of the whole of the 
hides, and so leather WC'nt to an P:s.orbitant 
i-lgnt·~. \Ye kncnv that under thc \\'heat pool 
in :\('\V South \Yales the farme:rs \Yerc not 
paid in full. ThE'Y got so nuwh in raBh and 
the;· got Eccri 11t bonds for the bal a nee-the 
good old bond Govcnnnent. The farn1ers 
\VCI'e su hard pr('SS{'d that the capitaJists 
lHi\·e bt"_n garnbiing \Yith tht' farn1ers' bonds, 
and in B1·isban(• I h0arcl fnnn one YCrY influ
ential man the other dav. that the best 
inve-stnH1 nt in Australia to~llav is the wheat 
honds of ::\ew South iYR!e;.' because they 
pay something like 25 JH:c cc·nt. 'l'he same 
thing applies to th~ small war bonds that 
th0 people vvho wc1·c unable to afiord them 
bought, because thPc' were told tl10:v must do 
so if they W<'re prr tri otic. IY e hav-e 
scounclrelB going round the country buying 
them up for £7 and £8 each. 

The Opposition said that this matter of 
profltcering could hav-e been dealt with by 
the State Gov-ernment although the \Yar Pr<;· 
caution:-3 Act was in operation. Th.a t is not 
corn•ct, as is shown by the case of J oscph 
,·erq;s The Colonial Treasurer of ::\cw South 
\Vales. to be found in volume xxv-., Part I .. of 
the Commonwealth Law Reports, 1918. 

[Mr. Br-~nnan. 

.J oseph was a broker who had good contracts
in wheat on hchalf of the shi11ping companies 
aud others. He wmncd to complete these 
contract~, but thE.' Federal Goyernn1ent can1e· 
in and said, ·· ;\ o, \YO are going to seizO 
the vv-hc•at for the pool," and they prevented 
his getting the vvheat away, and the B,hipping 
companies rpfuscd to ship it. an-d practically 
<ill the contracts he had vvith the different 
merchants in Queensland and );cw South 
·wales were broken. He brought an action 
against the J'.iew South \Yales Gov·ernmPnt 
on the ground thrct he vvas interfered vvith in 
his buBincss, but the High Court said, "This 
i<; a n1atter in which the State is ~xercising 
a prerogativ-e undtr Federal control, and the 
Fedcl·al control being paramount the Federal 
Government can step in and break a con
tract. They ha Ye a verfcct right to do so as 
against J oscph or anybody ebc, .and he 
cannot say that he ha5 BHffl'red any dan1age 
in time of war." That is the- exact position. 
with regard to prices. The Federal l~oYern
ment fixed llriccs m·er and above the Queens. 
land p1·iccs, and \Ye haYC no power to fbr 
prices lo,Yer, because the n1crchants always 
charged the maximun\ prices. It is no 
use the hon. member t<n· Aubigny. or the 
hon. member for Drayton, or any other hon. 
member talking of the fannPr.o as the:· do. 
1'hev are vvcll satis6c•d vvith the adrninistra· 
tion' of this Government. Thev arc more 
than Batisfic-d with the new Co-operatiwo 
Agricultural Production and Advance;; to 
Farmers Bill, as this is th,, fir,t time that 
any Uo\·ernn1C'nt has con1c along and put en 
the statute-book an Act that will l'nable 
them to help th,:mi'elv-es in the beet way 
thev can. 1 think the J)u'.Yl15 i:-; Ycr.v }.loorly 
1'13l)·~·e:3t>llted here. _;\if_,n corn() along who have 
been l'ClJl'esenting btg to'\vns. Th~y haYe 
been crving and ho,yllng instead of n·ying 
to do ;om(thing fer their cli~trict~. They 
talk about the poor unfortunate f..rnlere., 
and dccrv the ft•rt1litv oi the soil and the 
cor1dition~ on thP J)n'l\.~n . ...:. The l)o\Yll:3 is the 
n1o~t proli1lc l:f ~ t:tnd I think that 
j f tnL·n11H•rs f1'on.i. eo-opera tcd 1n~tcrrd 
of howling in the liou~r: things \YOU~·:l be 
very rn'.Ich better for the rncn engaged tl1ere. 

::\Ir. BAYLEY (l'itt.;N'r,rt-): I am heartily 
in "HPPOI't of any 1nca~nl'e 'Yhich ca1_1 ~'ea~on
ably be expected to c1eal \Ylth any lllJUnous 
truSts or ccnnbitte..::. in ()uet·n-.;landl hut tho 
tir~t q~le'<tior~ for u..::. to ~eci)L~~~ is wh~the1· ~ny 
ncCC"'Slty L'Xl·ts. for thl~ blil. l~ na~ bl'en 
poiHtE''l1 out that n.n _\et has been 1n ox1stc·nee 
for pa:;t, ,,-hich giv~)s the Govcrn1nent 
all pn\YCl'S dh ~- require; and eYrn >=;Up-
llosii_lg that a Fedl'rul, t.nnct.tnent p_revent_ed 
thl' State lJ.oYCl'l1111Ult tronl 1ntcdcnng \Ylth 
profitcet·lllg', why l:a\'e not the GoYel'Dll1Cnt 
taken action dur1nu the 111onths since that 
cnac'Ltn(:Jlt cen:;:ed t~, 011t:ra te? The U-overn
rncnt have full nd an1plc flO\YC'l'S jn this 
regard, and if at the prvsent tinH~ the-y say 
they hnYe no power, and this Bill is abso-
lutdy it only shovYs that they are 
going iu lTIOl't; \Yilldow-drc-:sing. 

I an1 particular1y jnrerc~tcd in this B:ill; 
so far a~ tllC· pritnary producf'rs of Queens
land arc- conct)rncd, and I n1aintain that 
thi' Bill pr0S'PS t'wm very hardly indee-d. 
On the on0 hand, we find that the Depart
lnent of Agriculture and Stock is ostr•nsibly 
inYiting thcn1 to ~tore fodder, urging the·In 
to n1ake ensilage\ and so on in crd>?-r that 
they may keep llP their supply of dair:, 
products and kePp their rattle. sheep. and 
other aniina1s aliYe in tin1e.~ of dro1_2ght. 
Xow we find them coming along with this-
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Bill and literally pointing a pi,tol at the 
farn1cr's head, saying, "If you collect any 
fotldt'r on your farm we have the right to 
rakP it from you." That is the peculiar 
me+hod the Government have of encouraging 
rlw man on tho land. 

A good deal has been said by tho hon. mem-
1Jer for Port Curtis regarding butter trans
actions since this Government assumed office. 
H is no use talking in the strain he adopted. 
lt is a well-known fact that the Government 
c<Jrnmandeered the· producc•rs' butter at 50s. 
to 60s. less th<tn they could have secured 
fnr it in the Southern rmukets. \Ve know 
that the Victorian merchants were offering 
prices ranging from 184s. to 200s. per cwt., 
and the producers wore forcc•d to sell at 140s. 
tc, 146s. It is absolutely futile for members 
ou the Govcrumont side to n1aintain that this 
is uot correct. It is ancient history, and 
aJJybody who knows anything in regard to 
the industry knows that the figures I haYe 
qnotcd aro absolutely correct. (Hear. hear!) 

Exception has been taken bv the hon. 
member for Port Curtis to the action of rho 
1:'\:_-.del'al authorities in buying up n1any tens 
of thousands of rabbit skins, and he says 
tlwt thf'v have made a tremendous profit 
ottt of them. They paid what \Yas con
<idered at the time a yery fair price for 
thns_o skins, and they haYG n1ade a large 
profit, but it is impossible to trac~ the origin 
of those rabbit skins. They were bought 
lly agents all over the countrv in the Yarious 
~<tatcs, and it is absolutely impossible to 
iJ'ace then1. Hovv can this Government 
charge the Federal authorities ·with keeping 
back profits from w•oplo whmq they haw; no 
possible c!Mnce of tracing 9 

I am glad to notice ono good feat~ll'e about 
rho Bill-that is, that not only primary 
producers are affected. Hitherto the Govern
ment have fixed th" prices only of those 
g-oods wlnch haYe been produced by the 
farmer. The farmer has been !Wl;alised 
ro a very great extent in the pricr·s of hi, 
farming machinery, the cost of \vhich at the 
present time is absolutely prohibitive in some 
case". Very much of the machinery which 
Js absolutely necessary to him is t\ro or three 
times. somotin1es four tirnes, a.s mnch as in 
the United States, where so much farm 
machinery is manufactured. But the fact 
remains that, this profiteering-we may well 
call It profiteermg, and . I am, absolutely 
opposed to this form of busmeos-Is absolutelv 
out of the hands of the State Government and 
the men who are forcing up the pric~s of 
machinery are entirely outside the reach of 
this Bill. The only thing the GoYernment 
can do is to offer all possible e·ncoura"'ement 
to the various industries which will~ make 
it possible for the peopl~ of Queensland to 
,,ecure their machinery and other articles at 
a moderate cost. This Bill is onlv window
dressing, and, in the- main, very iittle good 
will accrue. 

It has been admitted freely bv men on the 
Government side that the main 'object of this 
Bill is to procure cheap food for the people 
nf Quec•nsland. We are glad to have that 
admission, although we have known all alono
that it is a fact. Tho farmers, as I hav';; 
pomted out, have been penalised in manv 
directions, when they purchase clothing and 
boots for themselves and their children 
machinery or building materials, and so on: 
They have to pay very large sums indeed
far more than the articles are worth-but 
the Government have made· no effort to 
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assist in that dit·ection. but rath8r have 
penalised them in that' they ha vc forced 
them from time to time to sell their products 
at verv much belo\\j the• actual cost of 
product"ion. 

I notice that onC' clause of the Bill pro
vides that any St1 1Tices which may be ren
dered to the people shall be affected by this 
Bill. I would like to know whe-ther barristers, 
doctors, and other specialists, who charge 
exorbitant rates from time to time when thev 
get the opportunity-m· many of them-are 
to come within the scope of the measure. 
Tho Gm-ernment have said nothing with 
regard to the matter. Son1e members of the 
ntcdical and lc•gal profe;::.sions n1ake as rnany 
thousands of pounds ,'l s tho unfortunate 
fanners-I 'S<l~ golug to ;;:ay-rnake shillings, 
and until the present tinw we have ·heard 
anything \Yhatt:Yer of acLion being iu 
n•ga.rd to such profcssio:ns. 

l notice u gr,·at deal of po\\·er is V< ttsJ 111 

tht~ ~finistL'l' and in the Cmnn1i··.~ioncr. \Ye 
ha Yt~ no guarantee that the coBt of prod:..wtiou 
-is to be takcu into account. \V e n1ay take it 
fur grantPd that the Con11aissioncr and tht' 
:\Iinister \Yill find rlwir >) mpathies 
towards the rnen jn the citic:-;. in 
and in thP n1ining ccnrr£'"-tho 
g-Pnernlly :<,pf'<Jking, 
llH'llt on the Tr-ca~nrv 
this f.act, and the Q;i.·eat powers 
ycsted in the 1linl~tt·r nnd the ·Cor:nrni~·· 
wo will f-ind onee mo1'e that the pC;oph 
arc liYing in rural districts-those \',"ho arc 
inh:restcd in prirnary production-i·.cill bl: 
penalised in order to give cheap food to tlH• 
people \Yho are Jivjng in the big citicf3. ft i.~ 
absolutclv ncccssarv. if this Bill hecDrr'tr's la\\-, 
that a b~,ard shouid be appointed fD:: the 
price of the farllH'r'"' products. a 
which the farmet· chall have hi~ 
tion because he is ~o very In-:_ich 
l~nlt'-s:-~ sc.iliJC such JH'OYi.;;ion is 
the Bill, wo wi 11 fin~! that the farmers, 
of being assisted. will he still more rPtar.ded 
in their work from tj1ue to time. heal' 
members opposite talking about laud 
Yalut-" increasing, e.nd production in' as1ng. 
I a1n very sorry to ha vo to adntit that 
throug-hout the leng-th and breadth of Queem
land we find that land Yaluos haYe gone down, 
T aru safe in saying. fully 50 per cent. On 
the Darling Downs. and in many other parts 
of Queensland, land which once was worth up 
to £7 pel' acre is now worth only £3 to £4 
per acre. On0 of the causes is that we have 
a heuvy land tax imposed on freehold land. 
;\nother reason is that the Government have 
introduced their svstom of leasehold tenure, 
and the people who, generally speaking, ha Ye 
little confidence in the Government; who 
object to the land tax which has been 
imposed, and who dread what is coming in the 
form of fresh taxation, say that while w<' have 
this Government in power they will go in for 
leasehold and make use of it until such tim" 
as 1ve get a stable Governtnent on 1-'rhich wo 
can depend. At the prf'sent time freehold is 
n drag in the market. Those who are think
ing of taking up land have no confid~nce in 
t.lJC GoYernment, and Yerv few will think of 
purchasing freehold when"the:., C<ln '' nure fm· 
a very small payment per ~,ear suitable land 
t() allo1v them to carry on their forn1ing-
operations. ' 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Perpetual 
leases. 

Mr. BAYLEY: When the time comes that 
we have a good, wlid, n:usonable, just. and 

J1 r. Baylcy. j 
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wise Government in power, we will find that 
these people will immediately petition to 
have their leasehold land converted into 
freehold, because that is the tenure which ie 
desired. At th0 present time leasehold is 
simply ro;o;ardod as an expedient. vVe find 
that under this Bill it \Yill be impossible, if 
the Commissioner or the Minister sees fit, for 
fa"n er5 to t:tore any quantity of forage to 
tide them o\·er a time of drought and 
sea rcity. It wili be possible under this Bill 
for the :\Iinistoc· to sell his produce-his hay, 
i'nsi]ngT:. maizf', or any othPr crop-at the 
fixed price. A drought may come almost 
immL'diatoly. That man 1vill be unprovided 
for. and ;nay lose muc·h of his stock on 
account of the action of the Government. It 
i' hie;hlv desirable that the Government 
should take stPps, before the Bill go(,S 
through this House, to sec that such amend
rnf'nts nwde us will gi\'C the farmer some 

a:, ,vill not force thf primfir~,
produccr to han.d up the grain, the hay, or 
the ensilage \\hich lw has put by in order to 
f:taYe his stock in times of adversity and 
drought. An~,,thing -whiclJ ,,·ill tend to 
<:heapen th<' neu~ssarle;:;, of life to the people, 
>,o loll£!;' a:; it j done iu a just way, will be 
hc8rt11y \VPlconu::d h_v Inc. I arn quite pre
pared to admit tlwt the greut aclvJ.nces which 
haYc been 1nade. so far as the vvages of the 
\Yorkers arc concerned . .arc absolutely uselesR 
'\Yhl'n o,vc -cornpur2 theu1 \Yith the extra cost 
of }iying. Lar.?t- nun1Lt'l'S of worker,, \Yho 
arc in rcr'eipt of wages have told me that 
the:v arc pcorer l(lS regards their power of 
purchasin~ than thf':t· \VC>re yE:'ars ago \vhcn 
t11cv had onlv o-thirds of the wages thev 
no\~' l·cc0H·e. · anyth1Hg can be done b\.~ 
this c•r ar;·,, Govcnuncnt to get over 
this difficulty will l>e extremely pleased, 
because rn,:.: 2Jn::.pathi0~ are \'\·lth the poor 
daes more> tha,. with any other class of the 
<·ontnlnnitv. Let there~ be justice to all, 
whl'tl,(•r they are rich or poor. but any rnan 
who has anv hun1anitcn·ian feeling rr1ust have 
the stroru!,·eSt s-vmnathv for the rnan who is 
down .an~l whO nDc·ds' assistance. IV1crnbcrs 
gcnt'ra1ly on this sidr~ of the House voice 
tho::-.8 sentiment-_~, and \YC arc prepared to 
giYe the GoYerr:.u1cnt a 11 the assistance which 
lies in our power if th0~· arc prepared to give 
ns a good rtlQasur~ \vhich -wlll be effective and 
just. 

::lh. YOWLES: I have listPned very atten
ti,·cly to ., large number of speeches· in this 
Chnrnhcr on the ~wand reading of this Bill. 
and from the introduction hv the ::VIini:;ter, I 
thi11k, down L.1 6-hnost 8very indiYidual 
spr aktT on thr: Governnwnt side, I a1n prc
pari'd to say th"Jt thP only object they had 
in e)w<lking was to do a littk bit of ckc
tioBPering and get into training for next 
month. (Government laug-hter.) Was that 
not ver:-· patent to-night when the hon. 
member for Port Curtis went through his 
facings, gestil '.dated, alnlObt. \Vent wild in his 
denunciation of l\1r. Hughes <J.nd all con
necti'd with him 0 This is not the place f01· 
fight.ing- political l·ottlc; or criticising- Federal 
members in their actions. I alway' under
stood thut on the second reading of a Bill 
hon. members in this Chamber wore supposed 
to keep to the principles confllled in the Bill 
al1fl to debate them. To-night, hem. gentle
men on the other side haYe gone clean a\vay 
from that. '\'Ve have got to the position now 
that, it ':3eerns to Ine \VC can discuss anything 
at all. 

The SECRETARY FOR R.uL WAYR: It is a very 
comprohensi ve rneasure, you kno\Y. 

[Mr. Bayley. 

Mr. VOWLES : Has it anything to do with 
the Federal elections? Can the hon. gentle
man point out-unless it is under the dragnet 
clause-something which affects the people of 
Queensland? This Bill is framed on the 
assumption that profitoering is going on in 
Queemland. Hon. gentlemen on the other 
side told us they were going to give us 
instances -which vvou1d convince us that pro
ftteering existed. Up to date no instances 
have been given. The only evidence of this 
profiteering was in regard to what is taking 
place outside Australia. The Minister for 
,\griculturo last night went to a great deal 
of trouble to produce figures and schedules, 
and the returns of shipping companies, and 
to deal with American matters. He verv 
ea refullv kept away from any reference to 
transactions of a sirnilar class in Queensland, 
pmely and simply by reason of the fact t):lat. 
he could not produce them. If proftteermg 
i rampant, if the people arc being exploited, 
I think CYCry honest man, not onlv in this 
Chamber, bu·t in Queensland, is out to see 
that those people arc brought to book. 
Members of the Opposition do not escape 
th'"' high charges. \Ve have our families to 
keep. vYo Jmyo to clothe our children. We 
know that the m·ices are extraordinarv. '\Ye 
1vant to protert ... ourse1ves as much as ~we do 
the conu11unitv because "\Ye are portion of 
the community: But we know that there is 
such a thing as a law of supply and demand; 
that if there is a shortage of any commodity 
the price of it naturally soars high because 
there is a bigger demand for it. We know 
vcrv well that as far as boots are concerned 
tla,' cost of production has gone up in every 
direction. Every person who handles the 
pr{'dnct. from the time the loathc;r IS taken 
off the beast's back to the makmg of the 
boot and the bringing of it into the shop, 
has had an increase of wages. All those 
i nt rea sec, in some way affect the price of the 
m·ticl<'. Then there was a shortage of 
material. We know, as far as that is con
cerned. that the Government themsplves sold 
the leather from the State statwn to forergn 
]m,·crs and it has gone out of Queens· 
fmid. 'Is that as,isting· to keep dow:1 the 
m·ice of a commodity'? T'rofiteering_ IS th<' 
~xcuse for the introduction of the Brll, and 
;, has been introduced for the purpose of 
a.n f'lcction. The whole object of. this Bill 
is to be able to control the productwn. of all 
the nerescaries of life. If we are go_mg to 
have tlw Labour Government behavmg t_o 
the producers in such a man";or as this 
GoYernment did in the early portwn of their 
career; if we are going to have ~hem takmg 

· awav their commodities and sellmg them at 
0 pi:ice which is less than the cost of p,roduc
tion, I ask how on earth arc you gomg to 
e-ncourage those people to remain. upon the 
land? \Vo are told that the solutwn o~ the 
present trouble, and of most t_roubles, Is to 
bf' found in increased productiOn; that we 
should induce the people to till the land; 
that we should take the people on~ of the 
cities and place them upon t~e land I;' order 
to ma.ke ourselves self-contamed by mcreas
in" the production of all that is necessar.v for 
0 u';. existence. But if you are going to have 
this class of legislation, if you are going tD 
make the present pro-ducer of any_ article in 
the countrv sell it at whatever pnce he can 
get for it" in the city for the ~urpose . of 
giving cheap food to the workers m the City 
-at a price which is not fair to the ma;t who 
i, producing it-how on earth is he gomg to 
pay a fair rate of wages? He has to employ 
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xnon. 1-; }}aS to rr1a.ke a certain n1argin of 
profit to cover interest on his capital and 
to aJ1<y,· for depreciation. He has to do all 
that oc:t oi production. If you are not going 
to alluw bim, in the direction of co-operation, 
or in other direction, to store his articles 
·when is a surplus and make proYisiou 
for the r.ime when there is going to be a. 
slump. Po that he can get a reasonable price 
all tltr· •. r round, he may immediately cease 
to prc '·' , • and the man in the city will find 
that. >:ln·u the goods a1·e not con1ing down 
from countrv thev will have to be 
obtain' clsewhcr0, and. he will have to pay 
a much ~:n•atcr pric., than ever he ha.; done 
llefon·. It was suggested to-night bv the hon. 
member ior Port Curtis and the hon. n1en1ber 
for Fit.zrnv that the farmer was to be 
excln dcc! from this Bill; that it was never 
intendd to include him. I have here the 
Yictori. n .:lraft BilL and they specially 
exemJtt the farmer. Under the definition of 
'· DL'ccssarv commoditv" thov mention ·all tho 
11ect s"try "commodities. and "then say it does 
not jy;c]ude any prescribed agricultural pro
duct iu the ownership or possession of the 
grower or producer thereof. 

At 9 c dock p.m., 
i\lr. BERTRAM (Ch"irman of Committees) 

took the chair as Deputy Speaker. 
J\1,-. VOWLES: 'l'he farmct·s and the 

1'\·orkr:·n·: in Brisbane are dependent ou one 
anothr r. If the worker cannot get his sup
plies, then the co"t of living will be clearer. 
The rn,)J o we encourage the producer the 
1norC' r,hL' \Vorker will get his suppliEs of 
produc-e. So it is b<'tter for the \HJtkcr in 
t'Yer 'i'\·ay to encourage productioJJ. This 

pO\.VC~r to a Con1tnissioncr to corn
,., all the stacks of food that a pro

\-idcnt iar1ner rna.y put b~,~ in good ti1nes 
and clist.ributo it to the improYident farmer. 
'fhP Bill sets out to make a maximum price. 
\YE' }-J. _ ve had a few instances and experiences 
·of th;t m Quecnslalld under the Cnlltrnl of 
Track "~et. \Vo know what ha.ppcncd then, 
and thn farmer knows to his cost. \Ye know 
that '"' a result of the actions of tho Govern
mem that time that manv dairvmen 
,,·cnt out of business and sold~ their ~o,vs. 
Thrrt was a bad thing for Queensland and 
for thu , e>untry, too. Unfortunately. many 
female cows were butchered with the result 
that rroduction was gone 'for all time, so 
far as they were concerned. \Vhat is the 
principle involved in this Bill? Here we 
are going to have a Co1nmission of one n1an 
who has the power of investigation, and in 
that investigation he has the right to call 
asscsso· s to his aid. But "\V hen vou con10 to 
sum up the whole position you ,;ill find that 
he is merely a political creature, because 
he fint of all holds. his office at the pleasure 
of tho Minister. He has got no security 
of tcmue for his office. In another portion 
·of tho Bill you are told that the Commis
sioner shall be subject to the .direction and 
"ontrol of the Minister, so that it is a 
political job after all, with one man as a 
f,gurc-hca.d representing the Government. If 
a man's fortunes are to be impaired. and if 
tllP Gr>'!Cl'llment is to ha Ye the power to enter 
lnto a, man's place and seizP hls goods if 
tlw Government can enter upon any farm: or 
\Yarl'house. or eeld stores, surely there ought 
to lw a board on which the man whose goods 
a re seized can have representation and see 
·that he gets a fair deaL (Hear, hear!) 
Further, there is no right of appeaL A 
goorl deal has been said throughout the course 
.of this debate that this Government has Hot 

the po·.l er to deal with price-fixing, but you 
know that that is not so. EYer since this 
Governmunt came into power they had full 
po\rer under the Control of Trade Act to 
dt>al with this subject. That Act is still on 
the statute-book. Thev have that power 
to-cla ,. to do all that t11cv arc asking to do 
in Hii:-3 uu:-asure. ~ 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC Il\STRUCTION: 
Yuu -..rPre not satisfied with the operation of 
that c\ct. 

}lr. YOWLES: \Yhen the hon, member for 
Port Curti•, was .speaking I asked him to 
refer to clause 2 of the Control of Trade Act. 
He said he would, but he skilfully avoided 
it. As lw has not rea.d it. I will do so. 
Clause 2 of tho Control of Trade Act reads 
as follmrs:-

"This Act shall come into operation 
on a cl a,, to be narned ln, the Governor in 
l'ounci ( by proclamati'on published in 
tilt' ·Gazette' and shall remam m force 
during such' period or ext~·nded period 
; 1 ,:.: the G-overnor in Conncil, by proclarna
iion published in tlw 'Gazette,' from 
tin1e to time declares." 

}lr. C\TITEH: It is a war measure. 

1\Ir. VO\YLES: The hon. geHtlernan may 
say tlw same about the Sugar Acquisition 
Act, but ate you not working under that ll.ct 
every Jay of your life" Although the war 
is over the Government ha re still got the 
pO\\"er to act under the Control of 'l'rade Act. 
'.rhe po\ver rernains until it is gazettod out 
by rh0 Gonemrm·nt. The regulations under 
the \Yar Pl'Pcautions Act in regard to these 
Yariou.s conunodities vvcre proclaimed out of 
<'xistence in .Yiay last. so that from :May last 
thi& Go\"ernment has had the power· to regu
late wiccs if it desired to do so. They ha.d 
the sa 1110 powers as th~y are asking for in 
this BilL 

l\lr. G\RTER: So have the Fcdf'ral Goyern
Inenr. 

::\Ir. VO\YLES: The Iron. member for Port 
Curtis \Yas the chief offendot in this respect 
when he said the Government did not haYe 
the power to deal with price-fixing. He 
said that the Government wore powerless 
under tlrc vY ar Precautions Act Regulations. 
I would like to din,ct th,, attention of the 
House to an article which ap]W'<rs in the 
" Bri,barw Courier " of the 5th August last 
d<'aling with the Roval Commission on coal 
prices. You will reniember that at that time 
thcr<' •ns some trouble about coal at tho 
R ailwa v Department. I will quote the 
remarks of no less a person tha.n the Hon. 
'1'. ,J. Ryan. l'remier of Queensland. _It has 
a Ycry great bearing on the contentiOn of 
the !ton. member for Port Curtis this even
ing. This is what Mr. Ryan said-

" The Government does not a.dmit its 
liabilitY to comply with the recent Com
monwertlth order fixing the price of coaL" 

There we ha.-e Mr. Rvan sa.,-ing that the 
(J;,·ernm~nt does not admit its liability to 
be bound by the price-fixing of the Co_mmon
wealth Government so far as coal IS con
cerned. That was in August. The pro
clamation issued bv the Commonwealth in 
regard to certain "con11nodities 1vas issued 
in ]\fay, but anoth<'r proclamation had been 
made in respect of coal. a.nd here we have 
,-our idallible Premier· and lawyer coming 
~long and gi,·ing it as his opinion, directly 
contrary to the hon. member for Port Curtis 
to-night. 

JJ£ r, Vowles.] 



1700 Profiteerin g [ASSEMBLY.] Precention Bill. 

~Ir. CARTER: You know it 1.:; ;:::. \var 
nlf:asure. 

::Vh-. VO\VLES: I know that is going to be 
the stock in trade of the Government during 
the Federal elections. It is just as well that 
the peDplo of Queensland that _,.e h<·ar so 
much about should know that WC' have Dn 
uur statute-book an Act \Yhich enables the 
Government to deal \vith this matter. I am 
:..:..·oing to nrovo an arncndrrrent to give the 
Governrncnt an opportunity of rnaking ~cnne 
inquiries into this n1atter. ~Che Governn1cnt 
haYc not given us any evidence of pl'ofitf!er
ing or of the existence of 1 on1G~nf s or 
monopolies in Queensland. \Vhat l desire 
is that a Roval Commission should be 
appointed to in~]uire into these matters a.nd 
rf'port to the Govenuncnt. J\'o doubt. in 
doing th<lt. I will be told that I am guilty 
of delaying the passage of the rnensure. I 
do nut think that e\·en the most sanguitw 
,g-cntlcrnan sitting on the Govcrnnlf'nt side 
ro-night imagines that this Bill is going to 
become law before the House rise'. which I 
understand is going to be next Friday '"eek. 
H the Hoyal Commission is appointed, they 
can collect all the evidenco which ·yould 
.in<tify the necessity of putting thi,; mr·amre 
''" the statute-book or not by the time the 
House moeb aga.in. The whD.le olJ.jed. of dw 
forrning of this Comn1ission is to invc "hgate. 

The SECREnHY FOR PUBLIC \Y OHKfi : It is 
to delay and protect the profiteer. 

:VIr. VOWLES: The whole Dbjcct of the 
Httwndrncnt is to have a Cornrnission to 
investigate That is the fnne:tion of the 
Commissioner under the Bill. The Con1mis
~ion can 1nako inquiries into the business of 
t·{'rtain trading institutions and see \vhcthct· 
they arP behaving in a. legal I' ay or other
wise. \Ve can judge by the rcpon. of the 
Hoyal Cormnission whether it is necessary to 
put the Bill on the statutce-book or not. : 
rhereforc wish to move the following amend
lncnt:-

" That all the words aftpr tlw word 
'Bill' be omittBd with a view of inserting 
in their place the words 'be suspended 
until d Royal Commission be appointed-

(1) To inquire into the increased cost 
Df living and the reasons thereof." 

That is just simply what the Commissioner 
will do under this Bill. Ho will make 
inquiries into the increased cost of living. 
Then my amendment reads Dn-

" (2) To inquire into the existcrH"{' in 
Queensland of trusts, monDpolios, andfor 
eombines, and of profiteering generally." 

don't think anyDnc will take any exception 
to that. 

" (3) 'I'hat the Governm0nt during such 
suspension exercise the powers vested in 
it undet· the CDntrol Df Tra,de Act of 
1914 to prevent undue prices being 
charged to tho public, and in any Dther 
direction it may be deemed de,irable." 

If the GDvcrnment is honest, and if this Bill 
is not brDught forward for the purpDses Df 
tli1e coming Federal elections to take placE' 
in the next two months, they will accept the 
amendment. I think all the sDePches that 
have been made here on the Gov.ernment side 
have been for the purpose of trying to sway 
votes. If not, the Government will agree to 
have tho Commission appDinted as I sug
;<e.sted. vV e are all personally interest-ed in 
this matter. I see no reasDn whv I shouid 
stand up here to support any combination or 

[Mr. Vowles. 

organiPation '\vhich is acting \VIongEy. and 
which is 1naking use of any section of tho 
eotnlnunity. Jf there is anyont.- acting 
wrongly. I want to sec him hrcught to 
earth. I want to see reduced pricAs '" mueh 
as anyone, hut, f-irst of all, I \Y~~.:.J.t to S<'e 
an inquiry nHtdo to find ]f prices nnrea-
sonablv hiu:h or not. \Vc haYe many 
instanCes iiYE'n \Yherr: profitfcri~g ~·o1ng 
on, but when you co1ne to sift thorn out yon 
cannot find that there is any pr'.~.lit~l·cring 
going on in Queensland. \Ve havf• {'ontrol 
over tlw importBd artide. \Vo 
as \vo do not product~ oursclvesJ 
got to take thco article at the 
to us. VVhon we in1port, then 
handles that article naturally 
a profit ont of it. vVe know 
if a man had a thousand 
iitock before the war. if 
flatne stock ris·cs 100 , per 
to protect himself. If he 
price·. how on 0arth i:3 he 
his business. Ile must keep 
ti D1PS or els-e he \vill novor get 
back. \Ye are told that retailers 
{'Xorbitant, profits. They cannot 
their stuff at u loss becau~e buy 
again they bavc to pay an 
1 tl1ink inquir~· should be 
is any profitecring going on 
dealt '.Yith at once. Fur those 
ask that a ConJJnis~ion be appoir!.f"·•:d. 
want propPr eYidencc. \V c do not v:,ynt hr•ar
sav eYidcnce. \Ye do not want anYonr~ to 
~a}- that they heard profitcrring ,·~ &.;-oing 
on. \Vc want to know cxactlv wlwr \n~ an• 
flpa}ing \Yitb, and trace thO.SC rcr;::on.:.; 1.\"t-5 

hear so rnuch about, if tht-:>.y .axe Jn·n~~tL'PTing. 
I trust tho Nrinistor will CQll"idcr r 1:' nch-1-.:
aLilit~T of accepting 1ny arnendnlPnt, .. -hi~·h i~ 
for the Vl'l'c' purpose that the Dffir,, Com
nlissiont'r is constituted-that iR to i?H"•'~tigate 
th{'~e Jnatters-anil he will bP so n1£tn~· morn 
months ahead when Parliament · 
than if the Bill were allowed tD 
nnd Parliament adjourns-as 
it '"ill. 

:\1r. BELL (Fa., ifetn): I b0g second 
the amendment of the hon. m- for 
Dalby, and I hope the Mini,ter will accept 
it. It is only delaying the Bill until proper 
inqniriee have been made. vVe have listened 
to a great deal of argument, but haY(' not 
had tho proper definition of a ·• profitcE>r" 
from anv nwmber on the other 6ide. Surely 
it is only right that more inquiric' should 
be made before such a drastic Bill is put 
into operation ! Since the late Denham 
GDvornment passed the Control of Trode Aoi; 
in 1914. this Government has advan-
tage of it. in some measure, in con-
trolling of priceR Mr. Su1IH1Pr was 
appointed comptmllcr, and fixed th•'. l'rices 
of various commodities. I am that the 
Opposition have no wish to dela'c rass'ing 
of this IneastU€ or put anv obstructi'on in 
the way. \Ye would only b"e toD pteased to 
RSoist the Government to find the profiteer. 
We know that prices have tip con-
,iderably. possibly owing tD the w"athcr 
\vhich Queensland has been expc:riencing for 
son1c years. It 1votdd be very unfair to the 
primai-y producers to fix the pricf:' of their 
produc·e when it is scarce, and \Vht:·n there 
is a surplus allow them to fix it themselves. 
The law of supply and demand wDuld come 
in and fix the price when there was a 
surplus. It is very easy to mak'? a state-
ment. but it is a differ-ent thing to it, 
and we have had no proof, this 
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dc·barc, show where undue profits have 
lJcc·n rn or how to stop it. \Ve have 
·had eome experi·cncc of thB Government 
;-;1-eppi::"t.::; in to fix the price of cornmodities, 
.and I suppose they fnel in some way justified 
in doj_ng this-possibly redeeming some of 
their, lcction promise< of 1915. At that time 
they told the people that if they were 
returned the cost of living would be reduced, 
bm 0vcr since they hav·c been in power it 
1ms b, inrreas1n£S, and Queensland is 
io-cla o: r• of the dearest States in the 
( 'onll-WJ:c ·,'\·ealth. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: The dearest. 
:\h. Why delay the pa ,,ing of 

the 
1\lr. BELL: Although this Government 

had !JOWcr under the Control of Trade Act, 
the,· only used it v, hen it <mitcd themselves 
iu fixing the price of far1ner"/ produce, such 
.as \Yhcu~-. \Vhen the GoYcrnrnfmt purrha~N.1 
the Sta + .-': stations, we v .. 'erc told that tlH~ 
;;.;tock h'om thcn1 \vould be used jn the State 
hutclu•rs' shops, but we find that they have 
been ,sing those stations to increase their 
r\•vcJnt •. V cry few of the stock have been 
H•nt to State butchers' shops, but have 
hee11 at as high a price as could be 
oLt<-1-iJl, l frorn the ImlH~rial Goycrrnncnt 
.aml rbe Southern States. The only w,ry to 
chcatH:.:: l.i,:ing is. to cncourag·e production. 
(Hear, he,,r !) Bilt a Bill like this is going 
10 h>mmer the farmer. In the diffBrent dis
irich · Queen··land the farmers and their 
'ons wid tell you that they are jolly fools 
to bu en the land; that tl1ev woctld bfl better 
off i" a comfortablfl Gover'nment billet. In 
lt(\~ cnvn district manv :_vou11g fellows .are 
l<'aYill,<; their farms and applying for Gm·ern
:ment r·~'~.~itions. 

:'llr. KlR\YA:-1: If one of them runs against 
YOU r:..::xt election) you will have a rough 
j)i:l:.'~V.~i.; 

J.5ELL: The hon. n1etnbcr for Bris
not gan1e to tackle rne anyhow. 

I have tn-uch nleasure jn second
amendment mo\·ed b" the hon. 

for Dalby. · 

1'hP SEI'RETAH.Y FOR PUBLIC WOH.KS: 
J\Ir. lJelJUty SpPaker, I just rise, out of 
court' to r·cply to the amendment of the 
}tOn. JnctJJber for Dalby, and also to indicate 
llw rr·markable attitude of the Orposition. 
Thi>. am,•ndmcnt is a delibm'ato attempt to 
protcc:r; t:Je profitPers-(Opposition dissent)
ancl public attonticm should be drawn to it, 
hcc<1U~,o it is sin1!)ly a si.de-tracking a1nend~ 
litem--a deliberate aim at destroying the 
Bill. to enable the profiteers to cany on for 
n further six or ttvch·e 1nonths. 

:\[r. \' OWLI'S: The House is going to post
llOllP ]L 

The SECRETARY :FOR PC'BLIC WORKS: 
So, it :s The hon. ll1Pinber is presu1ning 
too I think he will find that the 
llou"' this Dill bf'fore we rise to-night. 
(HL'ilL !) 

:\h. '•'OWLES: This House, "ertainly. 

The SECRETARY FOR PGDLIC WORKS: 
\\'cli. t.lw ru;pousibility of destroying the 
measm'o or delaying it will certaioly not 
rest upon the G-oYcrnnwut. 

:VI 1', SIZE F. : \V hat is th~ une of having 
duplicate flOWers? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I >Yant to point out that profiteering is rife 
in l/ll•ccnsland. And it is even admitted by 

hon. members opposite. Let me quote brieflv 
from the speech of the hon. member for 
Oxley last night. He said this-

" There is one sphere in which I think 
profiteering is rife in Queensland-that 
i-. in v;omen's apparel." 

He g-ave several inGtances to show \Vere 
profifeering is rife. 

An 0PPOSITIOX MEMBER: He gave no 
instance. 

'l'he SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Althoug-h he opposed the rneanure in several 
respect" he gav<; splendid evidence. He gave 
figures >vhich I am not going to quote, but 
which are embedded in the four corners of 
·' Han'-ar·d." He further said this-

" I am going to refer a little later on 
to instances wherf; con1bines exist to 
restrict trading in Queensland." 

ThPn: 1s the eYiclencc of hon. mcinber" 
oppo.-.;1tP that combine's exist and that pro
Ete\·l·ing; i::: ran1pant in Queensland. 

Mr. VowLF9: He did not eay--

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
This is 1rhat he said---

" ThNo is ono sphere in which pro
fitecring is rife." 

He gave one instance, supported by figure5 
in " I!ansard." 

An 0PPOSJ1'ION MEMBER : Ho was referring 
to motor oil busineBe. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 

Hc "as not referrin1; to the motor oil busi
ne~::: ; he \vas referring to wo1ncn' s apparel. 
Then again, he pointed out that thore were 
nurnerous instanCes of combines restricting 
trade in Queensland. Yet the hon. member 
for Dalbv comes along with an amendment. 
deliberately aiming to destroy _a measure 
which has for its purpose the obJect of C?n
hollirw those combinee and the profitcermg 
which ~he hon. member for Oxley said exists. 

I vant to point out further, Mr. Deputy 
Sueaker that the Bill, if passed, will con
stituh:. 'as it were, the Commission the 
anleHclrnCJlt asks for. The Corruni:;:sione1· 
under the Bill, if it becomes an Act, will 
hav.c pcwer to make inquiries that would be; 
rnade bv the Comrnissjon the hon. rnembET 
desires to see appointed. The. fullest inyesti
gation will be made: and, 1f there. 1s no 
profite~ring, thoro w1ll be no hxatwn of 
pnces. 

2\'Ir. YoWLES: I want to find the cause a3 
wPll, you kno\v. "' 

The SECRETARY FOB. PUBLIC WORKS: 
The Commissioner under the Act will have 
powN to ascertain the cause; he wrll 
hu.vo the fullest power in every possible 
direction to do what can bo done under 
the Connni ssion asked for. 

A GovERNMEKT ME,!BER: And he will have 
power which the Cornrnis:,ion would not have. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
yp,_ H< >vould ha,-e power to deal >Yith 
proflh'C'ring, which the .C~rnn1ission \You!d 
1lOt lwxe. The Con1n11SSlOll would only 
ha ye to rPport to Pa.rliaulCnt, and woulci 
then be faced with the re-sponsibility of 
proving what was apparent to everybody in 
Australia. and which is apparent all over 
thp civilised world. Italy, France, Amenca 
-in all these place: legislation is being 
passed to deal with the matter. The Inter
state Commission proYed that ,permcao~"' 
combinations exist, and that undue profits 

Hon. J. J,arcombe:] 
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arc being n1ad{', and yet hon. n1cn1bcrs 
::;ay there js no evidence of a rnonopoly, 
coillbination, or profiteering. 

Mr. VowLES : You quoted the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company, and you know 
their profits were made in Fiji. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I know that the profits of the Colonial 
Sugar R0fining Company, the shipping com
bine, and the tobacco trust, and all the 
great companies referred to by the Inter
state Commission were partly made in this 
Stat<". Further, I want to point out that 
this amendment is just in harmony with what 
has been done by the Federal Government. 
They say they will appoint a Commission 
to inquire into and investigate the question 
of profitcering and improper combinations 
in Australia.. The Federal Government are 
going to appoint a Commission to inquire 
into something which they have had the 
power to do during the last three years or 
so, and which they refused to do. They 
protected the profiteer, and we know the 
reason why. It is bccau"e the profiteer has 
been, and is now, providing funds to return 
the Hughes Administration to power. I 
think the object of this amendment will be 
quite obvious to the people of Queensland. 
It is deliberately aimed at a measure which 
proposes to deal with an urgent and 
important problem-a problem which is 
responsible for industrial and social unrest, 
and general discontent in the community, 
and one that hon. members opposite gener
ally, in an abstract sense, have admittc'd is 
a difficult one, and one which exists. Yet, 
when we have definite legislation to deal 
'Yith this problem, we have this side-tracking 
amendment moved. I am certain that the 
amendment will meet with the fa,te it 
deserves. (Hear, hear ! 

HoN. W. H. DAHl'\ES: The ::Vlinist<'r who 
has just resumed his seat has practically 
follo\ved a1o11g the lines of his secouc re.~di11g 
address--that, after all, this is a l!lutsnre 

hidt is rcal1v intended for elcction"_'('ring 
lie ·has not proved, either du:tlllg' 

speech upon this arnendn1cnt or ·during 
previous speech, t.hat profitf~ering; ··xi.:.ts 

m Queensland. He has dealt with r •·1·tain 
institutionf', \vith thoso \vho ha\-e 

[9.30 p.m.] had to do, and are doing, the 
\York of this State to-dav. htt !w 

has not on any one oc('asion proved" 'a single 
charge against an in·.titution or corpornri(J11. 
lio has me1·cly said, speaking in :;;eneralir,iet:, 
that profite~ring exist8. Disgni::ie it as h(~ 

tho fact <loes remain that no attempt 
made during the last three four 

years, except in the early stag-e the 
GoYo~·nment'8- :adn1inistratiun, to u~P 
\Yhich .o·avf> them arn1Jl0 nuwcr to 
l hc~e tl~ing~ if th( y c~ist. ,_ They l1ave 
r2_·iecl to sidetrack the issue by ]a:,·ing <:t ·H_' 

dooe of the Fcdoro:tl Governrnent chan;·r·3 that 
rhev have failed to do their dutY. The fact 
1·eu~ains that tho G ovE~rnnwnt ~f v.-hidt the 
hon. m0rnbcr is a n1cn1bPr haYP absolntcly 
f1<ilPd, if they bdicvo profiteering to 
tackle it. I \n1nt to ask every ~f 
the arnendm-cnt is not one "\vhich goes in rlll! 
direction of gettinp; full information? What 
has been one of the failure~ of our politictl 
life? Has it not been running off at. ~ 
tangent and hrirw;ing in llastily ]~gis] :ttif)n 
which afterwards has to bo amende-d" If the 
hon. member believes these things, why does 
he ruthlecslv turn down an amendment which 
touches tho~ whole thing? I venture to sa) 

[Hon . .J. 1-orcombe. 

that the reason he turns down 
n1Pnt in so cayalicr a fashion IS 
believes that it will be found that in 
in Queensland there is very little 
Let us look at the argnn1cnts he u:;:ecL 
was the shipping combine. I am not pre
pared to say that there is not a shippmp; 
combine, or that there is, but I w",nt to ask 
the hon. membe-r whether he has power to 
touch the trading of vessels to Queensland? 

The SECRETARY FOR PPBLIO \VORKS \Ve can 
restrict their Queensland operation;. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: One of tiw vm v 
faults of the Goycrnment has been thLt thl'y 
haYe sought to restrict operations. The~~ 
know from the yery fact of the nu,,th;r of 
unen1pJoyod, and fron1 their O"\Vn L 1 ')m.~r 
Bureau, that thousands are feeling the effects 
of the restrictions of operations. 

Tht' SECRETARY FOR PPBLIO WoRK~ Tttdl'·-' 
\Vere 1110re under your A_dministr.Jtio~·, 

Hox. W. H. BARXES: I say that 1t -,; 
absolL1tciy necessary, in the inte'rests of the 
State, that we should get the information 
which is obtainable. The hon. member has 
po\Yor to get it under the amenduwnt, Hu:d 
yet, forsooth, he gets. up and repe.ab ln~ 
vrcvious statcn1onts without giving one ~ittle 
of eYidence to :::;upport his argun1ent. I anl 
re~ponsiblo for n1y o\vn utterance.-;, and I :-,ay 
as <1 member of this House that if ther" JS a 
protlteer, and if the lifeblood is take" out 
of anv person or persons in the cornmunl1,y, l 
am o'ut to help hit those people. (G<,-,-,:·i·n-
Jnent laughter.) rrhere is the t~:..l~;~l 
of the hon. mem1Jcr fm· Bowen mdi-
cates a vacant mind. And the cf 
hon. members is only in keeping tb e 
generalitie-s that have been indulge-d in b~
the Minister. 

Reference has been made to the hon. 
member for Oxlcy. He, along the lmH of 
the argument he developed last night--I do 
not often differ with a member on this cside-
referred to tomatoe"',, and suggcs:'~d ~th::r 
there n1ight be along the liues of tn_e !~'Ult 
industry an opportunity for national1sat~on, 
although he did not use the word I am u-;111g. 

But what is the position in regard to that 
particn\a,r line? Is not the high price --,,-h!~h 
j.., ruling entirely due to the drougltt ('O_ll

ditions and the law of supply and den.1ncl '? 
Ts this 1-Iouso going- to embark on any actlOll 

\Yhich i;::, going to have the effect oi 
up the smallPst. per•cm in the 
f "\Vish CVCl'Y lllCn1bPl~ \\·ould take t,hf" 
'to sec 1vhai is going on in connot?tirn 
these com1noditics, aud I 8-ay that if :y,)U 

cl<Jse thorn up you arc closing up ·m:~ny u 
sn1all nwn and "\Vmnan who arc getting a 
livinrr and "\Yho front the very co1npetition 
1vhich' C'xists n,re crH_lcavouring· to fni1· 
\'alucs for thoso \Yho produce. \Y c 
to get right down to the bedrock of .Jhi 
in Qnccnsland. \Ylwther we hkn to loo le a r 
it fairly and squarC'Jy, the fact remain~~ rlHtt 
rrodu'Ction is getting 1css and I 
want to ask if that is good for 
T s-nv that anv n1an who has the goo(l 
Sf:atP at heart must fed that it cannot 
prosper if you are going to drive peopil: ofF 
tlw land. That is what is f,,,lppcning. I want 
to repeat what I prPvioush· said-that. it 
t::cmns to rnc that YOU have to deal 'v1th 
questions IYhich are' Yital to the prodt1:rr, 
not so much with the question of profitccnng. 
but the qucction of enabling the man on the 
land to live. Let 1nc give an illustr~.~.hon. 
To-dav, in one <Jf the etrcets of this ciTY. I 
mt•t. ::J~ '''Olll,fln w}JO l1::Ld f'Oil1f' frmn G":.tttnn. 
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and had been eight and a-half years in Hw 
country farming with her husband. She said 
ohe had been forced to give it up. 'l'hat is 
the position of many people in Queensland 
to-day. And yet this Bill is coming forwurd. 
·what for 1 I venture to say very largely for 
creating more billets. There is in the Bill 
mw clause which says that tho person who 
t-hall be appointed as Conunissioner is not 
under the control of the Public Son-ice 
Board. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \VORKS: Did you 
not pass a similar Act in 1914 : 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: We did; but the 
war was on-(Government laughter)-and we 
had to ·deal with the supply of troops with 
meat, and we rose to the occasion and did 
it, and so we did in connection with the 
Control of Trade- .\et, which the hon. 
member has not been game to bring into 
operation. (Interruption.) Hon. members 
ou the other side have forgotteu that these 
wry things are sucking the lifeblood out of 
rJw community. What did one hon. member 
say in regard tq this profiteering? HEl 
practically "let the cat out of the bag'' and 
'tated that he di-d not care if wheat became 
lmYer. \Vhat cares he or members on the 
other si-de, so long as they can play to the 
gallery and get the votes of the community 9 

That is exactly what is troubling them. That 
hon. mE>mber said doliberatclv that, so far 
as the wheat producers ,-ere' concerned, it 
did not matter very much if wheat prices 
•·amo -down. \Vhat is responsible very largely 
for the cost of living as we find it to-day? 

Mr. CARTER: The profitcering by the 
rni cldlernan. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: There is that noisv 
men1hcr fro1n l_)ort Curtis. Sornc connnodl
ti<•l have bee-n brought to the point of high 
prices be-cause men for a time haye struck
I speak of what I know, and if you have to 
pay £4 a ton to bring produce from Albury 
to Brisbane, when you could get it bv 
'teamer at a much less freight, we know tha't 
rhe man who consumes those commodities is 
the n1an who pays.-

The HOME SECRETARY: \Yhose fault was 
that strike? 

HoN. W. H. BAR:"i'ES: I know nothing 
about that. I have no sympathy with any
tiling that is unfair'!_ but when you have 
arbitration, why not abide bv m:bitration, 
or let 'ubitration go by the 'board? The 
iwn. member a"ks me· whose fault the strike 
was. I say it was the fault of hon. members 
like himself, who have preached ta the 
f.(allery, who haYe led men to believe the.t 
rhcy have be-en downtrodden and oppres.;ed, 
and no1v those 1ncn have bccon1o an instru
ment that they cannot control. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I tuned you up 
Vi'hen you wore giving only £1 2s. 6cL a 
\Y('f'k in the sugar-ffiills. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: There are orhe·r 
profiteers you 11100t 1vith. \Vhat is going to 
b('con1e of tho man who js profitcering at 
gan1bling, who has his ga1no of cbanco, and 
comes oqt some night winning hundreds of 
p0nncls '? Is not he a profiteer'( And V{_•t, 

forsooth, we see these things gloss<:cd ove~·-
The HoME SECRETARY: Barnes and Co., 

who corner potatoes and gamble in thom-the 
i"'ople's food. 

HoN. W. H. BAR::'-JES: The hon. member 
has the temerity to say that a firm to which 
I belong have gambled in the peoples food. 

I say it is an absolute falsehood, and the 
hon. 1nmnber knows it, and :it is only an 
expression that would come from an hon. 
member of the- class in which he is. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: You gamble in the 
people's food. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Let m<:c say that, 
if I do, he is at the same time a member
of a Cabinet behind a State industry which 
is also gambling in the· food of the people. 

OPPOSITION ME~IBERS: Hear, hear 1 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I will not admit 
the gamble, but I do admit that we have had 
in thi·, House abundant proof of the prices 
that have been charg;ed by the Government 
in their institutions-in the fish shops, in the 
refreshment-rooms, in the·ir butchers' shops. 
They do it so that they may deliberately 
take down the weak<"-t in the community. 
\Vo have heard a good deal about the 
profltoering. Lc·t me put another side of 
the picture. There was a time when, 
throug-hout the country, ther0 was a cry of 
"Chillagoe." The Chi!lagoe people were 
said to haYe got at the throat of the- com
munity and sucked the very lifeblood out of 
it. \V e know that those people lost hundreds 
of thousands of pounds in developing the 
Stat0. And would you call the man who. 
in days past, in this fair State of Queensland 
humped his "bluc·y," humped his swag, m· 
followed the bullock--dray and went out to 
make this community what it is, and who got 
some benefit as a result of his determination 
and th~ hardships through which he went
\\ ould you call that man a profiteer ·1 Of 
course. in a sense he was, but I say de-liber
atelY here to-night that it is " pit:;- \Ye 

hay(. not rnorc of tha.t cLi uf r-~nn in the 
f'Onlmunitv to hPlp develop the State; of 
Quec>n.sland. 

The IIO~IE SECRETAHY: \Vhy ·do you gctmble 
in the· people's food! 

Ho~. \V. H. BARNES: The hon. m m0er 
knows a little nlDl'e about mining afld 
gambling in 111ining, ancl getting huge profits 
out of mining, if ho will be rersonal and 
c!Jalhmge me. (Interruption.) 

The Hmm SECRET.IRY: I am not battening 
on the people-'s food like you are. 

IIox. W. II. BAHNES: No, c'ou 
bat"('ning on their u·oclulitv, and \Yh-nn 
al'c easily led, of course •; Ba:::-kis :is vvillfng 
to do his part. Aro there not other f12ctors 
which have been producing v-hat is happening 
to-day? Is not the weather a factor? Yet, 
whv should the wcatlwr have been a factor? 
\Vhon the Government came into office-the 
year that the,- won at the poll, what was the 
cry wl1ich \Vas raised? I happen to ho1d a 
placard in my hand. It is pri ntcd in red
Cl colour not unconnecte-d with the policy 
which often has been disloyal. (Laught<er.) 
1-Ierc it is-

" Vote for Barn:-,, and butter ;1f- 2~. 
per lb., bread at 5d_- per loaf, and dear 
1neat." 

:\1r. CoLLIXS: Is that in oc lll 

Gcrman-that is \Yhat we want to 

Ho". W. 1-I. BARNES: Fortunately. it is 
iu English. EYcn the hon. gentleman who 
interjects can read it. It is a little difl!cnlt 
for him, sometimes, perhaps, to read thmgs. 
It san--

. " And vote for 1IcMinn, t.hn L~,bour 
randid~l~C) and cheap food foL"' the 
people. 

lion. W. H. Barnes.-
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(Go,-~mmont l'mghter.) What is the posi
tiou ., Whereas the cost of living in Queens
land was something like 24 per cent. when 
the Governrnent carne into power, it is no·w 
"bout 60 per cent. Yet we find that the 
chequn which have been drawn have not 
beeu 1-wnoured. Why? In an attempt to 
eidetrcck the whole business they arc bringing 
iu a Profiteering Prevention Bill-as they 
call it-and are trying to make the people 
beliov;_; that they are out at last, after four 

fiyo years, to try anc! ·do their duty, as 
coDceive it, and arc carrying out their 

promises to the people. lYiav I remind hon. 
again that they had the Control of 

Act? Can any hou. gentleman sitting 
Treasury bench deny that they used 

The.;- used it whea thev could squeeze 
tltP f u rnwr, because h~ was. ;1ot a big power 
liJ rhf~ comn1unity. They used it in other 

Now, because there is a Federal 
:1 coming along, Dnt cornes a Profiteer

ing Prevention BilL They have the power 
still i'l their hands to carry out any intention 
m that particular reo-arc!. I am not going to 
r!cby the House further than to say this Bill 
j.., a ~harn a.nd a hun1bug, and. in my judg
ment, it is only put before us ·to try at this 
particular time to make the voters believe 
that they arc out to protect them in certain 
direr<ons. Again I say. why do the;,- not 
accept the amendment of the hon. member 
for Dalby, the deputy leader of this party. 
<Jnd Dllow necessary inquiries to be made? 
Then .. if it can be proved that tbese things 
do ,._., .t, they ought to be got at by us as a 
unite people for the purpose of assisting 
([lp f•Cop]o in Queensland. 

~Jr. SIZER: Thoro is not the sligbt0st 
donbt that if any sidetracking· is being done 
ic is being done by hon. genflemen opposite 
to-night, and ever since they have boon in 
po'\V(':r. Not one hon. g-entleman can riso in 
hi., phoo and say the Government have not 
the power to ·do everything thev can do under 
thi Bill. , 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Onlcr ! The 
'hon. gentlt:·rna.n n1ust C·Jnflne his retnarks to 
th<> umendment. 

:vr,., SI2ER: I will confine my remarks 
to the, third portion. If the hon. gentleman 
<iouLts cur sincerity I cballenge him to issue 
a pnwlnmation to-morrow under the Control 
of Tra.dc Act. When you have the power 
.reqni1·-cd, ~,dly ask fDr nlnl'e po\YC'I' ·~ 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order ! The 
hnn. member must deal with the amend
ment. 

IYh·. SIZER: I say that this Bill might be 
delayfiL I am as anxious as any other hon. 
JtlC'mlwr in this Chamb<el' to deal with profi
teeri!lg' \vhero it exists in Queensland. The 
hon. gentleman has admitted that it is a 

widu problem. Is thi;; ono Bill going 
the whole wodd? Is it going to do 
? 

DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order ! I ask 
member to confine his remarks to 

tlw a:-nendtnent. 

),L SIZER: I am making tbc point why 
the Bill might be delayed. It is for the 
reaW'l that it is a world-wide problem, and 
it is usole,, to contend that this Bill will 
, omplctely destroy prcfitoering where it 
''""'s throug·hout the world. \Vhat we can 
do i.s probably devise a scheme whereby we 
(·n n t.·-) into thn int ~·ica tt_, bu~iness of l'C("U

],<tin~: StatP-manufacturcd articles with~ut 

[Hon. 1V. H. Bar-nes. 

injuring the con1n1unity; because it is the 
commu1nty generaliy which is going to suffer. 
At the end of a searching inquiry we might 
he able to introduce a measure which would. 
eifectiveh- control prcfitecring. There is no 
need to' duplicate legislation. \¥hen you 
have the pov.or, why not use it? Do not 
attempt to mislead the people by saying you 
haYe not the power, when not one man 
sitting on the other side of the El:cuse _can 
deny that they haYe had the power smcc 
1914-that thcv ha.-e used it when it suited 
them. and ha,:e not used it since. They ·are 
now endeavouring to sidetrack the whole 
question. \Ye challenge them to issue a 
prodamation to-morrow to deal with prcfi
tcCl·ing. \Vhen they show their sincerity we 
mi;>;ht be inclined to believe them. 

Quc•.tion-That the words proposed to be 
omitted (Jir. ruu·les's amendment) stand part 
of tl:c motion-put; and the House dividec!-

1Ir. Barber 
Brennan 
Carter 
Collins 

•. Cooper, F. A. 
. , Cooper, \V. 

Uovne 
Dl~nstan 
Fihd!Y 
Fol<•y' 
Forde 
Free 

,. Hartley 
JJuxham 
Kinvan 
Larcombe 

ArEs, 32. 
Mr. Lloyd 

l\IcCormack 
Mullan 

, 1_-layne 
Riordan 

, Ryan, D . 
, Hyan, H . .J. 

Smith 
, Stopford 

Theodore 
, Thompson 

"\Yeir 
, \V cllington 

Whitford 
>Yilson 

, Winstanley 

'I'eiier.-;': Mr. Hiordan and l\Ir. Whitford. 

C\oES, 16. 
Mr. Appel 11r. Gunn 

Barnes, G. P. , Hedge 
, Barnes, "\V. H. Moorc 

Bavlev , Morgan 
:: BefJbiilgton Roberts 

Bell tiizer 
.. I~lphinstone , Swayne 
, Grayson Vowles 

Tellers: 1fr. Elphinstone and Mr. Sizer. 
Queetion-That tb" Bill be now read a 

second time-put and passed. 

CooD!ITTEE. 
(Jfr. Smith, 1V1ackay, in the chair.) 

Clause 1 put and passed. 
On clause 2-'' Application of A.ct"-
Mr. BEBBINGTOJ\': I move, on page 2, 

after line 5, to insert-
,, (i.) J\'otwithstanding tho foregoing 

prcyisions, nothing in this Act sha.il be 
, oJJStrucd to apply to farm or other agri
cultural pnHluco grcnvn on the farm 01· 

premises of the producer thereof while 
bei11g held thcrc,whethel· for feed pur
post-:~, or for sale. 

I am merely follmYing tbo lines of the Vic
torian Act, the words of which are-

" Does not include any prescribed agri
cultm·al 11roduco in the ownership or 
posse;.,sion- of the grower or producer 
thereof." 

It is vcrv ncr0ssarv here, as it is in Victoria, 
that the' fanner sfwuld be exempt from this 
legislation. At the present time the farmer 
wants to be free to produce all the produce 
he can. He wants to be free to hold it in 
case he wants it for feeding his stock or to 
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-,JJ!ain higher price if he can get it. At 
fhe pr•' m time the average price that the 

farmer gets throughout the year 
[10 J!.r:.] is not a living wage. If the Corn· 

missioner can take his produce 
Lis barn or from his store when he is 

for the market to rise, then you are 
stop production altogether. \Vith 
the wheat industry, we kno\v that 
nractice of millers to buv all the 

\Yht>at fron1~ the fanner at one tin1C, and if 
rlw L~:·nrCJ" liked he cnuld hold his wheat, 
'but 11 1 ' ctnnot do so under this Bill. 

l.\l1·. CoLLIXR: The farmers are represented 
''ll tl!i,; side of the House. (Hear, hear!) 

:\[r·. BEBBINGTOJ'': This Bill gives the 
power to take all a farmer's 

:--ruff {(\vay hitn. rrhP Cornn1iE,~ioner can 
take i:Tcspective of whether the farmer 
\Yaut.; for food purposes ot· anything else. 
Mcmi,,,,., opposite know nothing about grow
lug f!~·· Ju. P. They neyer grew a bushel of 

dH'ir lives~ and they know nothing
If a farmer wants to store up any 

1,, necessarv he shonld not be 
in the prO\-i;ions of this nil!. I 
or- two farmers that have 80 tons 

-.·;ho haYe 100 hear! of cattle, but 
1l!J{h"> "Shi,s Bill the Corntuissioner could seize 
thi.~ stn[f. 

:\Ir. . COOPER: Nonsense! 
:\Ir. BEBBINGTON: The Commissioner 

has !JU .cr· to sci7e a.nything that the farmc1· 
has gu~·. ;.;:to red up, because it says in the 
Bill ·· article of food for man or 

animal.., All this amendment 
~hat v .. -hilo the.: stuff rernain" on the 

farmer shall haYe full libPrtv to 
as he likes. I ask fm: the 

as the Victorian farmers haYe. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 

'Thr a-:-n,·.ndm:nt is absolutely unnecessary, 
E1 tn' ( asc when~ a business is 

. cl on hom'stly and fairly there \Yill be 
liD 1 11~erft;l'C:nc1.~ with any industrv in the 
Stare·. L " 

:\Ir. BEBBIXGTON: l'nder what clause has 
ht> ~2'()7 that sr-rurity ~ 

security under comtnon 

~Ir. I-1EBBINGTOK: I-I a \-e your side eYCl' useJ 
('Ollllll(Hl EC'll -,e? 

Tl1c SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Ye>. The hon. member is not exercising 
.,._hat attnbute novi.". The amend1nent is 

. because the policy of the 
L to protect the farmer. The 

lJO\rr·t·~ contained in this Bill are only there 
~o iut~·::fere lf co1nmotlitics aro itnp'roJwrl: 
!trld f, ·t · 1le, nd no~ in the rase of foodstuffR 
,-..ton•d ss food or for genuine sale, as the 
antPIHJ~TJent suggests. r11ho hon. gentleman 
quntcd ..~- 1 10 -Victorian _L'\ct. \Yhv didn't he 

Ta~1nanian Ar·t, \Yhich~ was passed 
Hll r.tnti-Labour G<n-crnment? There is a 

long definition there which \Yinds up as 
foll(Jw~ :-

articlfr or prodnct recommended 
Conunissioner by proclaina-

ti• 11 rl hy the Govm-nmcnt to 
I-"-:: a necP:'3~ilr' cnntnoditY" 

-:\It·. l). BAR~-ES: Is that .a \var .... t.\ct '? 

The ::n;CRET~\RY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
'\o. it. is a post-war Act. It was passed in 
1919. In South Australia thev have a similar 
lll'O\-IS:·_m. There is a con1prC.hensive proviso 

\Yhich is J!Cce,sary to preYent litigation being 
ra1sed on fine technical and constitutional 
points. The amendment is unnecessary. The 
policy of the Government will be the protec
tion of the primary prodncer, as well as 
eYery other section of the community. 

Mr. GRAYSO.l\i: I also support the 
amendment. \'le know that the farmers on 
the Darling Downs had their wheat cmn
mandccred In· Mr. Hunter at 3s. 8d. a 
hushel whc·n ·the price was 7s. 6d., and he 
compelled the _Farmers' IYiilling Company to 
con~ign thar 'vlwat to Brisbane to the richest 
con1bine o£ n1illing con1panies in Brisbane. 

Th<' SECRETARY FOR PTTBLIC \YoRKS: Yonr 
own GoYernment pa'sed the Control of Trade 
Act which gave him that power, and you 
did not object. 

Mr. G RA YSOX: It was your Adminis
tration. The Farnwrs l\Iilling Cornpan~
werc prepa.red to grist that 7,000 bags of 
wheat in their own mill, but JYir. Hunter 
\muld not allO\-c them to do it. What is the 
good of the farmers of Queensland trusting 
the ]ll"f'SCJH Gon•rnments to fix prices'' Do 
you think they "-iil trust the Gm·ernmont? I 
say. '· l\o, certainly not.~' 

Tllf? SECRET\RY ron Pem.rc \\'oRES: I sa.y. 
"Yes." 

Mr. GRAYSON: Under this Bill the 
Commissioner or Minister can step into a 
mun's premises in any part of Queensland 
and take hi, produce. I know farmers who 
store up a lot of produce. I know one man 
who has 100 tons of hay which is reqnired 
for consumption. The Commissioner can 
step in and Geize that hay, and that farmer's 
cows will die on hi6 farm. Many wheat 
farmer··, in the early part of the season when 
thev thresh wheat, have' had no barns in 
which to store their grain. If the Govern
ment arc going to commandeer the wheat 
that the small farmers have stored waiting 
for t.he high price~and it is generally from 
6cL to ls. a buBhd lower in the early part 
of the wheat season than later on~if the 
Government are going to do this, who will 
be at the lof' '! It will be the small wheat 
farmer. I have no sympathy with the man 
w.ho has made undue profits out of the war, 
and would favour any stringent legislation 
that the Governm'ent might bring about to 
deal with a man of thi6 description. But it 
is wrong for the Government to have power 
to interfere in any shape or form with the 
primary producer. V\·e know what the 
Government did to the dairymen in com
mandeering their buttc1·, and the farmers 
of Queensland will not forget it. To my 
mind t.ho amendment is a very fair and rea
sonable one, and I trust the Minister will 
give it seriou~;; consideration. 

Mr. BREXKAN: I want to point out 
that the directors of the farmers' mill in 
Warwick got their friends to get 3s. 9d. per 
bushel for the wheat. while the ordinary 
farmer only got from 3s. 3d. to 3s. 6d. 

The CHAIRMAX : Order ! 'fhe hon. 
membflr must connect his remarks with the 
amQndrnent. 

Mr. BRE'\.1\iA:'\i: I say we know very well 
that this Government would "' play the game 
with the farmer." and there would be no 
neccs,itv to donbt that. They wonld not do 
the thi,;gs which have been don<J in the past; 
they would not prevent farmers coming into 
the pooL 

111 r. Brennan.] 
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Hoc;. J. G. APPEL: The :Minister's appeal 
is based on the record of the Administration 
of which he is a member. HQ says there is 
no nec~ssity for the amendment, because t.he 
record of his Administration is one which 
should cause the primary producer to have 
the most absolute confidence in the Govern
ment. If he bases his 'reason for refusing 
to accept the amendment on those grounds, 
all I can say is that the exploitation of t.he 
farmers by the present Administration is such 
as \vould cause then1 to vie\v \vith suspicion 
any legiBlation which has not full and 
sufficient safeguards so far us their interests 
are concerned. Reference has been made 
to the State of Tasmania. We know that no 
such Administration has ever exercised the 
function of government in Tasmania or in 
any other State that the present Government 
has done. That is g.merally admitted. The 
action of the present Administration has 
caused the Stat.; of Queensland to be prac
tically held up to contempt so far as the 
Government is concerned. 

Mr. D. RYA)l: That is a deliberate lie. 

Ho)l. J. G. APPEL: It is an absolute 
fact, and if hon. members on the other side, 
who prof"ss to represent the primary pro
ducer, refuse to assist him' by accepting this 
nmcndment, all I can say is " God help the 
primary producer." On e"~ery occasion the 
Agricultural Department, in giving instruc
tions to our fannen; as to the best methods 
to be adopted in connection with harvesting 
their crops, have advised them to go in for 
'taring. Yet, under tlw provisions of this 
Bill, power will be given to the Director to 
impound and seize the stores which the 
primary producer has put by in times of 
plenty. The Minister refers to the record 
of his Administration as being a reason why 
this would not be clone. If the amendment 
is not accepted, the primary producers have 
no friends amongst memb<;!rs on that side 
of the House, and absolutely no safeguards 
so far .as those very products are concerned. 

~""-mendment (Jir. Bcbbinyton's) put; and 
,he Committee divided:-

Mr. Appel 
Barnes, G. P. 

, Barnes, \V. H. 
, Bayley 

Bebbington 
Dell 

.. Elphinstone 
,. Grayson 

15. 
lrr. Gunn 

, Hedge 
::\ioore 
~lorgan 
Robcrts 
Swayne 
Vow1es· 

Tellers: Mr. Sw:<yne nnd :J.Ir. Elphinstone. 

:r. .\rmfield 
Barber 
Brennan 
Carter 

., Collins 
Uooper, F. A. 
Cooper, W. 
Coyne 
Duns tan 
Fihclly 
Foley 
Forde 
FreC' 
Hnrtlcy 
Huxham 
I~arcombe 

::\OES, 31. 

:\Ir. Lloy<l 
1fcCormack 
Mullan 

, Payne 
Hiordan 

,. Hyan, D. 
, Hyan, H. J. 
,. ~topford 

T1wodore 
Thornpson 
\\ cir 
\Vellington 
Whitford 
\Yilson 

, \Y instanlPy 

Tellers: 1Ir. Barb or aut! :llr. Stopfcrd. 

•Jlames 2, 3, and 4 put and pass~d. 

[Hon. J. G. Appel. 

[10.30 p.m.] 
Clause 5-" Appointment of Cam m :ssioner 

of Pricrs"-
Mr. MORGAN: I move that the foliowing 

word,, in liues 49 and 50, page 4, be 
omitted:-

"At the pleasure of the Minister,'' 
with a view to in;:;erting the words-

" For a period of two years." 
I think that a time limit should be fixed 
for the apr10intmem, and I think that the 
Commissioner should not be entirely unclel' 
the control of the Minister or the GoYernor 
in Council. I think that a man who occupies 
such an important position should be a man 
of standing. The :V1inister, I think, will 
recognise that the a1ncndment is reasonable~ 
ThD appointment could be renewed from 
time to time, but for the time being I think 
two y-earo is sufficiently loug. 

The SECRE 'I'ARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I would like to point out to the hon. member 
that almost e1·ery public servant in the State 
is under the control of the Minister. 'fake 
the Lands Department and other depart
ments. The :Ylinistcr controls those depart
ments. 

Mr. MORGAX : The Commissioner for Rail
wa'" and the Corn1nissioner for Police are 
aprJOintcd for a period. 
The SECRE'I'ARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 

And the Commissioner of the Savings Bank 
is appointed for a period, and the hon. 
member is never done objecting to that 
principle. It is only a few weeks ago since 
I heard him object strongly. The hon. llHJm

bcr is O!liJOsccl to the principle in the Savings 
Bank -which he vvishes to con~ervc in this 
Bill. I wonld not be satisfying the hon. 
mcmbet· himself bv accepting the u.mcncl
rn-ent. It is a n1attuer of Governrnent policy, 
and the Govemmcnt would be responsible for 
what was done under the Act. 

J\rrwncbncnt ncgatiycd. 
:l\h. MORGAX: I move the it ,.~rtion, 

after the words ,; Governor in Council." in 
line 53. page 4, of t 11(~ 1,vorrls "not (;x';,eed
ing one thousand pounds per annum. I 
think that Parliament should fix the salary 
of the Commissioner. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The arnendrnent is unnecessary. It is only 
oyer!oacling the~ Bill. I c"n T< I! the Com
nritteo that it is not the intention to a~Jpoint 
a. Conunissioner at a, salary exoncding £1,000 .. 

.. Arncndrnent vut and negatived; and clause 
put and passed. 

Claus€s 6 to 19, both inclusive, put and 
passed. 

Clause 20-" Po(, .. crs of Ccrnmissicn -r "

:Ylr. BEBBii\'GTOJ'\: l wove the i uscr
tion, after line 51, page 11, of the foliowjng 
Vi10l'JS :-

-' \Yithout prejudice to last rreced-
ing provisions, there shall constituted 
a board of advice oonsisting of six repre
sentatives of the cheese, butter, ancl 
bacon industries chosen in the rnannel..
and for the term of ofhcc !Jrescribc•cl by 
the regulations by the r, "lH_~.-ti•ie indus
tries as follows:-

T'vo representatives shall be chosen 
by the co-operative cheese factorie;;;; 

Two l'ClHcscntatives ,shaH hE-3 chosen 
b:;- the co·operative butter factories; 

One representative shall be clw,cn by 
the co·operativc bacon factori-e~; and 
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Ono representative shall be chosen by 
the proprietary bacon factories. 

It shall he the duty of the Commissioner 
ro obtain the advice of the said board 
upon matters relating to the fixing of 
declared pricoo for any of the aforesaid 
commoditie,, and he may obtain such 
advice by calling a meeting of the said 
hoard or by such other means as he 
thinks proper, and he eh all have po\Yer 
to accept or reject an:~ adYice w 
obtained: 

"Provided always that he shall not 
fix the declared price of any of the afore
said commodities at a loss sum than the 
cost of production of the commodity in 
question as proved to his satisfaction by 
the said board." 

I realise that the industries dealt with in 
that arncndmcnt are our- g-reatest in{]ust.rics, 
especially for export. Outside of our grazing 
industry they are the only ones which pro
·dnce articles WD can export. In our 
"econdary industries we cannot make a billy
<an in competition with the outside world. 

Mr. HARTLEY: They can export billy-g·oat,, 
if they cannot export billy-cans. 

:Yir. BEBBE\GT0:;'\1: If the:v could, the 
hon. member would have been exported loll{:; 
,ccgo. (Laughter.) Therefore, we are confi1wd 
to exporting our own produce; and I think, 
what between butter, cheese, and bacon, it 
means nearly £3,000,000 a year to 11', and 
probably a great d{·al 1nore if we took into 
account our loc-al consu1nption. I ren101nh<'1· 
that in 1909 and 1910 we had eighteen cheoce 
factories iu Queensland, and they manufac
tured n1ore chef";~te than \VC could use. The 
industry was lagging, rtnd \Vas nearly rnine{l. 
There was no Cheese J\llanufacturcrs' Associa
tion to n1anas·c matters. The factoriPs \YCrf' 
at one time 'full up with cheese for which 
there was no sale. The hon. membe-r for 
Pittsworth and I w<'n' s<mt down hNo. am! 
tlwro wa, a strike. Those eighteen factories 
derilled that they could not go on any longer. 
\Ve practically closPd them up, and not a 
f'ht>c"e \vas to be Eiold until \Ve got what vvas 
<t living \vag-e. The hon. member for Pjth:
- ,'orth and I arrang0d with the merchants 
here thr,t we could not liYe under 6d. per lb., 
and we would not supply chem;e at less. \Ye 
w<'nt ba<:k nnd informed the cxccutin·. 
The'~- said, "Yes. bPtt('l' clo:;,.r~ up than gD <;n 
~1s '"'. arc doing." There were, perhaps, 20 
or 30 tons of cheese in c•ach factorY for which 
there VYas no sale. A_ftcr that a'rran!2·en1cnt. 
we forme-d the Cheese Manufacturers'. A"o
<·iation, and called for tenders for om· c-a'E'· 
a.IHl other things in a wholesale ·way. Then~ 
\YH5 no >..Yastn. and vvo arranged for tl1e 'vhol0 
snrnlus to be shinped. To-day, instead of 
there h0ing only eighteen factories, there are 
,, hout 100 co-operative fa~torics. Thf'1·e nHL~' 
hP h..-o or thrc0 privately-owned factories. hut 
t11P~V pa:v the san10 price as the co-opcrat.iY{_ ]Y
owned factories, so that they an' 11ractically 
on the sa me footing. 

Mr. BRE;-.;NAN: iVho owns the Gler--c,E' 
:Foctory" 

~l[r. BEBBINGTO::\': The owner of ti;at 
factorv, who ·its on this side of the Ho""', 
ha<F. ahva:vs paid the sa n1e price as 
co-opcrativP chehe factories. lie has 
offer0d that fa('torv to the far·ners on anv 
terms .,-hatcn'r an;_.. day thcv like to take it 
o\~er. If that is not fai~·. Id() not kno\v \Yhat 
IS. But they are too well treated. 

The TE:YIPORARY CHAIR?vfA::\': Ordo·: 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Realising the extent 
of these industries, is it not too much to ask 
that they shoul-d be put in the hands of one 
Commissioner, possibly a man who knows 
absolutely nothing about them? 

Mr. BRENNA:>r: You gave them to :Y1assey 
Green e. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Wo did not. The 
scheme is worked by the farmers themselves, 
and the hon. member ought to know that 
reprcsontatiyes haYe been elected by the 
industry in Queensland. I want in this Bill 
the same principle as 1\Ir. JHassey Greene is 
giving us under the Federal control. 

Mr. RoBERTS: And they went in Yolun
tarily. 

:VIr. BEBBINGTON: Yes. I say that 
practical 111en representing the industry 
would bEJ of great assistance to the Com
missionet·. \Vhen he was in doubt, would 
it not he a great strength to hirn to ha_ve 
rqn·csentatiYes of the industry to advise 
him? 

The Commissioner might be a very good 
lawyer or businesq man, but know absolutely 
nothing about the producmg mdustrws. I 
am quite certain they are not going to 
give the Corn1nissionership to a. fanner or 
dairn11an. 

:Yl;,_ \VIXSTAXLEY: How do you kno>Y! 

:Ylr. BEBBINGTO=": They ha Ye too many 
men hanging round the corner waiting for 
the job. That is why I know a farmer IS 

not going to get it. Queensland is depen
dent upon this industry. The hon. member 
for Pittsworth and myself have save.d the 
producers of Queensland thousands of pounds 
by assisting to establish the Cheese :Manu
facturers' Association. (Government laugh
ter.) This Government proposes to wipe out 
at one blow institutions like that. 

::Ylr. BA YLEY: I have much pleasure in 
F:econding the amendment which has bccu 
moved bv the hon. member for Drayton. Tt 
is absolu'tcly neces,m-y, if the prim.ary pro
ducers who are dairymen are to haye a fair 
dt•al. 1'hev understand their requirements. 
and they \Vill be in a position to giye very 
!treat assistance indeed to the Comrnissioner. 
If a board is appointed on the same lines 
as the board which has been <'lectecl by the 
<1airymen of Queensland and the . other 
States to assist Mr. Massey Greene m the 
operations he is conducting, it will be a 
great thing for the primary produrf'rs of 
Qu<•ensland--it will be " good thing for the 
dairying industry, and for the State itself. 

Amenrlment put an cl negatived; and cLws" 
20 put and passed. 

'I'he remaining clanscs of the Bill wore put 
nnd passed without discussion or amendment. 

The House resume-d. The TE)!PORARY 
CHAIR:\IA~ reported the Bill without amend
ment, and the third reading was made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The PREMIER: I brg to move-That this 
House do now adjourn. The businc" to
morrow will be the notice of motion of which 
f .Q'RYe notice this afternoon: then the COn
,jd.eration in Committ<ee of the desirableness 
of introducing the Main Roa<ls Bill, and 
then th<' second reading of the Liquor Act 
Amendment Bill. 

Q,JC,,tion put and passed. 
The House adjourned at ten minutes 

before 11 o'clock p.m. 

Hon. E. G. J.'heod0re.] 




