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1608 Questions. [ ASSElYIBL Y.] Liquor Art, Etc., Bill. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

TcESDAY, 28 OCTOBER, 1919. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \V. Le·nnon, Herbert) 
toclk th8 chair at half-past 3 o'clock p.m. 

CO?\STITUTION ACT AMENDMENT 
BILL, No. 2. 

ASSE:-iT. 

Tlw SPEAKER announced the receipt from 
His Excellency the Governor of a message 
~oiweying His Majesty's assent to this Bill. 

Uo '.:C'R:\JiE:-.;T l\IEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

QUESTIONS. 

COTTON VALE RESUMPTION. 

:\!r. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba), in the 
abwncc of Mr. M01·gan, asked the Secretary 
for Public Lands-

.. 1. From whom has the land been 
rcwmod for the Cotton Vale settlement 
for re-turned soldiers? 

'' 2. Compensation agreed upon? 
" 3. Who negotiated the proposed 

resumption on behalf of the Govern­
llH"nt?" 

The RECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
.(Hon . .J. H. Coyne, 1Varrego) replied-

" 1. Jesse Patrick Halloran, ,Jose-ph 
Kenten Thompson, Frederick Thomas 
:Vfarsden, Edward Butler, George Butler, 
Samuel Meharg, Edward Richard 
Wiliiam Denham, Gilbert Charles Butler, 
Stanford ,J ames Butler, Michae·l Richard 
Connell Fleming, .Johann Joachim Fried­
ri~h Heinrich Hollmann, Bruce J p.fferies, 
David Bridge, Edwin Garland. William 
Clarke Thompson, ,John Lioncl Browne, 
.Joseph Herman Christv Greer, Alfred 
John Sou thee, M aria "Louis a Fleming 

ifo of M. R. C. Fleming), William 
Burton, Arthur Francis Kemp, ,Joseph 
:.\1GLucas, Thomas Henry Batterham, 
Ann Batterham, and William Knight. 

"2. Notice of resumption has been 
gi vcn, but in no case has compensation 
~"'t been agreed upon or de-termined by 
thP Land Court. 

·' 3. No person nBgotiated the resump­
tion. Action was taken by the depart­

to satisfv a demand bv returned 
for orchard land in tha"t locality." 

\VoRK FOR Toowoo:~mA UNnrPLOYED. 
:\1r. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba) asked 

thP Secretary for Railways-
'' In view of the considerable number 

qf unemployed in the Toowoomba district, 
will he confer with the Engim,er of 
Railways as to immediately offering 
e.mployment on the earthworks necessary 
in connection with proposed new engine 
,heds, etc., at Toowoomba? " 

Th· PREMIER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
(' h il!agoe) replie-d-

" This proposal is now before the Royal 
Commission on Public Works for investi­
gation and report. Work cannot be 
comme·nced until report is tabled." 

PRANKS oF "TicKLE ToE JoE." 

Mr. PETRIE (Toombul) aslmd the hon. 
member for lVIackay-

" Has his attention been called to a 
paragraph appearing in the ' Brisbane 
Courier,' dated 23r-d October, headed 
' Pranks at Mackay'? 

" 2. If so, did he, as member of the 
district, approach the Commissioner of 
Police, with the view of getting the 
assist:ance of the police to help the 
citizens' vigilance committee being 
formed there for the purpose of securing 
the arrest of the man called ''.rickle· Toe 
J oe' mentioned in that article? " 

Mr. SMITH (Ma.ckay) replied-
" 1. Yes. I have read the paragraph 

referred to. 
"2. I have not approached the Com­

missioner of Police, as suggested by th" 
haiL member, as I have every confidence 
in Insp<'ctor Daly and his officers at 
Mackav, who are at all times zealous 1n 
tho executior, of their duties." 

(Lon<l Gm·ormrrent laughter.) 

ADV:ERTISING IN NE'iHiPAPERS. 

RETURN TO ORDER. 

The following paper was laid on the 
table:---

" Return to Order made by the House 
on 13th August last, on the motion of 
::Yir- Potrio. giving the names of news~ 
paJ)Pl's,, recoiYing Govern1nent advertise~ 
ments. 

PAPER. 

Tlw following paper, laid on the table, 
wae ordered to be printed:-

" Annual report of the Commissioner 
nt Public Health." 

LIQCOR "\CT AMEl';'DMENT BILL. 

IXJTIATION IN COMMITTEE. 

(Jir. nertra;n, }i[arce, in the chair.) 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. W. 
McConnack. Cairn.<) moved-

" That it is desirable that a Bill bo 
introduced to further amend the Liquor 
Act of 1912 in certain particulars." 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) : I am assuming 
that there is no further information to be 
g·ivcn by th0 Minister in addition to that 
he g;a vo ·on the previous stage? 

The fiO}!E SECRETARY : Y on got practically 
the whole of it. 

:Ylr. VO'\'i"LES: I shall wait till the Bill 
com<'s before us, and then give it close study. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN 

reported the ro''olution, which was agreed to. 

FIRST READING. 
On the motion of the HOME SECRETARY. 

the Bill was read a first time. 
The second reading was made an Order of 

the Day for to-morrow. 
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PlWTHEERING PREVENTIOX BILL. 

~~E< o:"' READIKG-RESU~IPTION oF DEBATE. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton): I desire 
J make a few observations on this Bill 

!Jefon: it goes through its second reading. 
!Ylany speeches have already been made 
upo11 it, and apparently a good deal of 
di vPrsity of opinion eXIsts, both w1th regard 
to th•· existence of proliteering and the pr.,­
V(•ntion uf it. There arc tncmbers on the 
utlwr who te11 us that no such thing as 

exists, and that therefore there 
no JH'C'Pssity to attempt to prevent it. I 

do think that anybody who goes about 
with eyps and oars open can be under any 
Jnisap;>n'"hunsion upon tho subject~can have 
~UlY doubt as to whethf'r it exists or not. I 
an; c•·rtain!Y ono of those who think that 
profitcerir:g ·,dO('S, exist to a very largo extent, 
not in Quecnsl11nd, but also practically 
the wmld oYer. and I also think it can 
],, dt with. What this Government arc 
Pndea,·ouring to do in the Bill before us­
nn ''<1ich the l\,1inister n1ado an exception­
ally lino spced1 and gave a vast amount of 
idormation~-is to deal with it, and I 
<ePrtainh think that an honest attempt is 
l!Oi!lp; to be made to deal with profiteering. 
;t::. it C'xi.;;L in Quocns;land. and as we knov;,r 
it at the present time. 

The law of supply and demand has been 
i utroduoc.d in this conncction~has been 
discn'"d repeatedly-and we are told that 
the rca~on fo1~ high prices at the prnsent time 
;,, thn snrcity of the goods for which high 
pric"s are charged. If that wore so we all 
loJo\\· ihat high prices would be inevitable. 
I do not think that anybody on this side of 
the Hm."" is so ill-acquainted with the law 
of snpply and demand as not to know that 
when things arc scarce they cannot be cheap. 
but. on the other hand, we know porfe,ctly well 
tl:at they a ro not always cheap when they are 
plentifuL That is where the difficulty arises. 
'There is surh a thing as a natural scarcity 
of an article. and there is also such " thing 
'" an artif[ci al scarcity of that article, and 
it is '"''ith the artificial scarcity of commodi­
hes that the Government. at any rate, are 
anxious to deal. On this particular point 
President \Yilson has ha,cl something to say, 
hocam' profiteering is not confined to any 
country or State. It has been rampant 
practirally ail over the wide world during 
the last four or five years. and addressing 
Congr<'t''• on it President \Vilson says~ 

·' The prices the people are paying for 
"'·crything it is necessary for them to use 
i 11 order to live are not justified by a 
'horktge in supply. either pr~sent or pro­
~per-tive, and in many eases are artifically 
er: "ltPd by vicious practices which ought 
t" be immediately checked by law. 
They constitutE' a burden unon us which 
jq thP more unh0nrablP becUu-.e 've know 
th"T· it is wilfully impos<>d by those 
who have the power. and that it can 
by vigorous public action be greatly 
l i ght.rn~d and be made to square with 
1 hn actual conditions of supply and 
demand. 

" Some of the methods bv which these· 
arc produced are illegal, some of 

erimi'nal, but others nave not yet 
brought under the law, and should 

dealt with at once by legislation." 
And what President \Vilson points out as 
being the f'ause in America, as well as in 
·other countries, is apropos of Queensland and 

the othPr Australian States, and for that 
reason the GoYcrn1nent are going to rnake 
an attempt to deal with those persons, who 
are nothing else, in son1e instances, than 
criminals, and are ·going to try, so far as 
lies in their power, to control prices and 
keep thPm, at any rate, withm somethmg 
like the bounds of reason and decency. 
(H<>ar, hear!) 

The question of the cost of production has 
also been pretty freely discussed, and. when 
the hon. awmb"r for Dravton deals >nth the 
cost of production he seen;s to think that the 
cost of production in the Drayton electorate, 
or at anv rate on the Darling Downs, 
sh~uld be ·the co'st of production for pra2-
tically the whole of Australia. But the co_st 
of production is uot decided by the cost r_n 
one particular district, _partJC':!larly when rt 
is sufferinrr from the d1sabtlrtws of drought 
or some other disaster, but it is decided by 
practically the a'>era,ge cost of production the 
''"ide \Yorld oyer, wlnch means th<>t pnces ~re 
fixed bv London parity. as is the case wrth 
n1ost of our clair~: produce. So it is a V{'r~" 
one-eyed and small view to take to say that 
bcc.mse the cost of production is as h1gh as 
or even sornething over thD selling p~Ice. 
that price should be maint_ained m: raJset: 
when the cost of productwn rs lower !11 other 
places where conditions are much better .. It 
is certain that whrlst the cost. of productwu 
of dairY produce on the Darlmg Downs for 
the last year or two 1nay ha vo been over the 
market price, there nevertheless are other 
places where pcople~if they have not been 
amassing fortunPs-havo been 4omg excep­
tionally well and reaping eccceptwnally large 
incomes. 

]\; 0 w in view of the cry we have heard 
from ,:arious prominent individuals regard­
ing the need for more production-J\Ilr .. Lloyd 
George has imprbscd upor; people m the 
old country the need there rs for more pro­
duction. and William Morris Hugh£~ has 
taken up the same stan.d in Aust:·aha~rt 
ecems a passing strange thmg that whrlf) there 
is the nef'd-and, no doubt. there rs-for 
increasect production, the production that has 
taken place should not be looked after and 
conserved better than it is at the p_resent 
time. I read an article quite recently m ~:me 
of the Brisbane papers, headed "Pr?0tecrmg 
Gone J\1ad." It points out the condrtwns that 
exist in some countries wh~re the need for 
increased production is infimtely greater than 
it is e\·en in Australia at the present t1me. 
The writer of this article says~ 

"The American army in France is left. 
at the end of the war, with. 100,0_00 motor 
ychidcs. most!;· littlP worn. wr~h hugP 
stores of unused provisions, clothm!f, and 
boots. A1l these things are b1tterly 
needed bv would-be F~·onch buyers. The 
motors, i.n particular. would be invalu­
able in helping to set industry going 
again and in supplyin~ the other trans­
port urgently needed m th:e devastated 
districts. The Americans, who haye no 
nwrine tramport to spare, are wilhng to 
sell. But th<e French motor manufac­
turers. though gorged, like those of other 
bellig<•rent countries, with war profits, 
ha,yc not bf'cn ashamed to procure from 
thP Frenf'h Government a veto on. an., 
sale of the American goods to prrvate 
French purchasers. and a refusal by the 
Frencb Government to buy them itself. 
Accordino-lv the motor vehicles are now 
b.;ing b~rnt wholesale, that the war 

Mr. W instanley.] 
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pmfitcers of the French motor_ trade may 
exploit to the full the distt·esse" of thmr 
countryn1cn, and incideutally int1i('t. a 
serious loss on France's _,._'"\J-rlcrica.n allies. 
The samo spirit is at work in England, 
whcr'' groups of traders already dis­
tended with war profits have been 
steadily intriguing to keep up, for their 
further enrichment, the extortionate war 
vrices which, ruore than anything else, 
render a yiolcnt attempt at rcYolution 
possible. \Yith those m·m·fed 'cater­
pillars of the Commonwealth' at ono 
t'x:trf'nlc, and a largo nun1her of believers 
ln th(~ rnagic virtue of 1nere dcstructivism 
Bt the other, the countries which arc not 
nln~a.dy in a state' of civil war combined 
with starvation "·ill be lucky if they pull 
through. 

" From o~her sources we get added 
ddmls. ::\llllwns of pounds' worth of 
anny boo~s, clothing, tarpaulins, bedding, 
and provisions all sent up to the heavens 
m mtOke that read1es for 50 miles 
de-;tron•d at the dictate' of French 
capltall,cm, destroyed at the insta.nce of 
a gang \\·hich has the colossal impudence 
to c~hH]P thP working classPs for not pro~ 
durillg cnouglJ. 'Increased prr.:dnction,' 
cry ,thc~c condPn1nrd rascals; 'increased 
Pl'Ounction can alone savt~ the Stnte frorn 
t lw debts of . war; incrcas.·'d production 
alone ca.n bnng reduced costs of liYincr 
and save civilisation.' 0 

'·And even as they cry, thcv order 
the dcstructwn of millions of 'pounds' 
worth of. wealth of which the world is 
urgently m need. 

" The British Gm·crnment is on the 
~~r:u: tack. Four thousand darnaged 
I,r,bsh motor-cars. says the 'Daih- Newc.' 
)20th June. 1919), were deliberately 
IJu~~nrd 1n a bonfire- near \Yissant. 

"They destroy in order to maintain 
then· profits. It is capitalism. naked and 
unashan1ed." 

It ~oes seem a strange thing, in view of these 
~ac,s, that peoJ:le who want to ben<'fit pcr­
.onally _can bn~g about a state of affai.rs 
that t.hmg5. wh1ch are actually needed b-.­
t11e people 1!1 those particular countries are 
~ owed to be destroyed, bccausQ thev would 
~ntcr~ere w1th their individual profits and 
I,UdJndual benefit. Yet it is an absolute 
~net, that the same thing hns taken plac8 
1 epe<1tedly,. perhaps on a smaller scale and 
perhap_s, ":1th other commodities. \Yhereve; 
t,he p1:10e 1s d_esn·ed to be kept at one par­
t~;ulal level It. has Oecn a Common thing, 
'l\ en 111 Austraha, to destroy products rather 
tha1~ put them on. the market at the risk of 
gettmg a lower price _then they wore getting. 
As a _mat~er of fact, 1t used to be a common 
practiCe 111 Brisbane. when fish would not 
fetch ~he avera~e ruling price, to dump it 
back 111to the nver rather than gi vc it to 
the people -;t a price which they could afford 
t? pay .. What has been done in that par­
ticular m5tance has been done all round 
practically the wide world ov~r, to kee1; up pnces to the level at which they were 
durmg the . war. It seems to me essential 
that somethmg should be d'!ne at the present 
hme to try and remedy th1s state of affairs 
and to sec w)lether, after all, there is not 
somebody try111g to levy blackmail on the 
commumty. by charging prices which thqy 
hnve no nght to ask or to get. I have 
heard a good deal lately about where the 
workers arc robbed. It has been sai<l over 

[Mr. Wimdanle.y. 

and over again that the present indus­
trialists arQ organising at the point of pro­
ductwn, and that IS where the workers are 
robbed. It may be quite true in manv 
instancl~ that the workers are robbed a·t 
the point of produetion~robbed on the job 
~but that is by no means the only pl~ce 
for the simple reason that they are robbed 
practically all along the line from the point 
of production to the point of consumption. 
Ev~rybody who turns over the products 
which the workcrB produce wants his share~ 
smnetim0s 1nore than a fair or reasonable 
share~ and the consequence is thu t by the 
time t.he products reach the consumer_:_who, 
aft~r all, in many instances, is the producer 
~they are increased in value and cost until 
they are practically beyond his roach. For 
that reason it seems to me there are good, 
solid grounds for the Bill that has been 
introduced, in ord~r that efforts may be made 
to a5cPrtain what is the correct value of 
some of these things, and w.hcre more than 
the value is being charged, to bring to book 
the people who are trying to charge th~se 
values and extract from the communitv that 
which really does not belong to them ; at any 
rate, to get these things to the people at 
something likt: a fair and reasonable price. 
Evidence has been given of the fact that 
every balance-sheet and every return of 
every large company shows that during the 
war period th<jy have made profits >Yhich 
>Yere be:-ond the bounds both of right and 
reason. far beyond an:·thing they made pre­
vious to the war. Yet we arc told by people 
that nobody ought to make exceptional pro­
fits. W'hcn the war first commenced >ve were 
told that nobody in Queensland desired to 
n1ako n1ore than 1-vhat \Vas a fair and aver­
age pre-vi·ar price. Our experienf'e and 
observation have taught us that t-uch has not 
been the cas<:. \Vhen everybody else has 
made his profit~when the producer and the 
n1iddlcrnen 1vho havo turned it over. and 
the shippers have all had their cut out of 
it~in a great many instances in isolated 
Queensland towns of fair si'e and a fair 
amount of importance, it is a practice tha ,. 
takes place regularly for the retailer,; to get 
together ever:- fortnight-sometimes oftener 
than that if the necessity o.rises~and fix the 
prices at which they will sell practically all 
the standard lines and some other line,' which 
are outside standard. lt is more than any 
individual dare do, to sell below the price 
they fix. Somqtimes these prices may be 
fajr and reasonable. At other tirnes they 
arc neither fair nor reasonable. On one . or 
h' o occasions rccent.lv 111en who have been 
able to buy at a fai~· price and want<:d to 
sell at a fair price have taken it upon them­
selves to do so. They got themselves into 
serious trouble. Action was taken there on 
similar lines to those decided upon b:- the 
Brisbane merchants~revelation of which 
was made in this House. They were placed 
on the black list and every difficulty and 
obstacle plac~d in the way of their getting 
supplies from merchants after having taken 
t.hat stand. It is a common occurrence, prac­
tically all over Queensland, for people to 
do this kind of thing. It seems to me there 
is ample need for a review at tbe present 
time of the methods that arc being adopted 
by some of these people, and some attempt 
made to bring them to book and see that 
th-: people get the necessities of life~for, 
after all, that is what they are dealing with 
~at something like a fair and rc,asonable 
rate. Practically c,·ery country in the worhl' 
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has to take some steps at the present time 
to deal with this particular subj~ct. Some 
criticism has been pasBed upon thE' Bill, and 
con1parisons have hPen mado with a Bill 
introduced in 1914 at the commencement of 
the war. In the British House of Commons 
a Dill has been introduced and pa&s~d dealing 
with this particular subject, but the people 
who have discussed it are by no means ntis­
fied with it. One leading London newspaper 
writes-

" After shattering criticism by members 
of all parties, the Profiteering Dill 
passed through all its stages in the 
House of Commons in the record time 
of four da0•', Nobody expects that it 
will have much effect, but ev<orybody 
feels that somethinp; must be done 
immediately. So this temporary, stop­
gap device is adopted by g<mernJ con­
sent, but is limited in its operation to 
six months. Th" speeches of the House 
were of more value than the Bill, for 
they demonetra,t>Cd that members iare 
really roused to a sense of the scandal. 
:No remark was more significant than 
that of Lord Winterton. who declared 
emp,hatically that no ono in the conntry 
ought to be richer as the result of the 
war. Unfortunately, it is re.ther late in 
the day to discover this nrinciplc. One's 
first impression of the Bill is confirmed. 
Th(;) only man it is likely to penalise is 
the retailer who tries to help himseH 
to a small she.re of the plunder after t.bc 
big dealers and speculators he.ve had 
their picking. But we are promised in 
the autumn another Bill dealing with 
trusts, which will be getting nearer the 
source of anti-social profitecring. 
Whether, however, the trusts can be suc­
cessfully d~alt with except by arrange­
ment with other Governments. is doubt­
ful, as the great trusts have international 
ramifications. \Ve are affected, for 
instance, by the monopoly of the ' Dig 
Five,' the Chicago packing firm .. which 
have nearly succeeded in controlling the 
food supply of the United States. These 
firms hold interests in 762 companies, 
producing or dealing in 775 commodities. 
and have a grip on the market in regard 
to other things besides food. They can, 
for instanc{), regulate the price of boots 
through their control of hides. The 
trust is a h> 1lra-headed monster, verv 
difficult to ci'cstroy. But there is onC> 
method by which our Government could 
long ago have steadied prices. It could 
have removt;d the e1nbargoos on imports, 
as it is going to do on 1st Septem bcr." 

="ow it is quite evident that they are not 
<•xpecting very great results, for the simple 
reason that the Dill is only going to be 
operative for six months, and it is neither 
comprehensive enough nor wide enough to 
get over the forces that are at work. The 
'ame thing applied to the Bill which was 
i ntrocluced hero in 1914. Something has 
been said in reference to it. It was pointed 
out by one speaker that the Government, at 
the present time, had all the power needed 
to cl~~! with the situation as they find it. 
The Bill which was introduced in 1914 was 
neither comprehensive enough nor wide 
cueuv,h i.n its ramific":tions to do anything 
h ke -'USbce to the posttion as we find it at 
the present time. As a matter of fact 
wcmbers who were sitting on this side of th~ 
Home at that time supporting the Govern­
ment frankly admitted, when the Bill was 

being discussed, that it would not do very 
much in J·he direction indicated. Mr. Archer 
--hon. n1ombor for Nornianby--discussiug 
that Bill said-

,, This is not a price-fixing measure 
at all." 

Ho ab:> said-
,, Ninety-nine per cent. of the traders 

are patriotic enough, or decent enough, 
not to take advantage of the war." 

Xow, that was a very fine sentiment to 
express, and I have no doubt Mr. Archer 
believed it when he e'<pressed it, but experi­
Pncc has taught us that practically 99 
per ccmt. have taken advantage of the 
opportunity, and made the very most 
thcv could out of the commodities with which 
they have been dealing while the war was 
going on. Mr. Forsyth, the hon. member 
for Murrumba, agreed with the Dill and 
expressed the opinion that prices all round 
would not be increased. The hon. member 

fot· Carnarvon, Mr. Gunn, said 
[4 p.m .. ] that the graziers would be agree-

able to accept prices for their 
stock fixed on the pr<>-war rates. I have no 
doubt tha,t the hon. member believed that 
statement "hen he made it. I well remember 
that Mr. Dooker also made that statement, 
but l was not aware that the hon. member 
for Carnarvon also made it. I turned up 
" Hansard" and read the speeches that were 
made on that occasion when I noticed what 
the hon. member for Carnarvon had to say 
on that question. 

:Mr. GcNN : I would like to get pre-war 
prices for my cattle now-for fat stock. 

Mr. \VI:-i'STANLEY: Prices now are 
greater than they were in pre-war times. 
It is no use sending cattle in if they have 
got no fat on them, but, speaking generally, 
prices to-day are very much higher than 
they were in pre-war days. Prices are much 
higher now than they were five years ago. 
If prices wore fixed the grower would know 
what ho was getting for his stock, and it 
\Yould be better for everyone. On that occa­
sion the hon. member for Warwick dealt 
with the wheat aspect, and he said that the 
price of \vhe>et landed in London was 5s. 3~d. 
per bushel, and at that price it was equal to 
4e. 6d. per bushel in Queensland. That 
meant that freight from Australia to England' 
was 9~d. per bushel. We have been told that 
the price of wheat in London at the present 
time is 9s. 2d. per bushel, and I believe it 
is more than that. It has gone up to 10s., 
while in Australia the price is 4s. 9d. When 
people point out the difference in price they 
are told that the difference is in the freight 
between here and the old country. In pre­
war days the freight was 9d. per bushel, 
but, according to those figures, the freight 
is now 4s. 9d. per bushel, practically equal 
to the value of the wheat in Australia. Yet 
we are told there is no profiteering and that 
no one would take advantage of the people. 
We know from experience that whenever 
there ha.s bt'en a chance of getting a bigger 
price that they have always ~wailed them­
selves of the opportunity of doing so. We 
know that a lot of people took all they could 
from the people whenever the opportunity 
offered to do so. There was no opportunity 
lost so far as they were concerned. It 
-did not matter where it was, either at the 
war, or with those who were left behind, 
the consequences were the same and increased 
prices had to be paid_ Some criticism has 
been levelled at this Bill by the Brisbane 

Jl1. r. W instanley. J 
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newspapers. The Government do not object 
to their Bills being criticised. But they 
expect to get something like fair criticism. 
I read an article in a Brisbane newspaper 
the other day, headed " Profitoering and 
Humbug." It said-

" Mr. Ryan recently characterised a 
proposal of the Federal Government as 
'transparent humbug.' Adapting that 
phrase to a Bill now before the Legis· 
latiYe Assembly, it can be said witliout 
any exaggeration that no greater piece 
of ' transparent humbug' has ever been 
foisted upon the community than is to be 
found in the provisions of the State 
C-}overJ?-mDnt's Profiteering Prevention 
Bill. lt is not only transparent humbug," 

de. If there is any transparent humbug at all 
it is in the article which was written in that 
paper in reference to prices and in reference 
to profitecring. Then the article continues-

" The old Latins had a motto that 
'whom the Gods wish to destroy they first 
n1ake rrHtd.' " 

If that is true, then there arc some leader 
writers in Brisbane who are not far off 
destruction. because the writer of this article 
must have been made mad. Then it goes 
on-

" and either that applies to the Govern· 
rm·nt in. its conception of the Profiteering 
Preventwn Brll, or the Bill as for purely 
spedacular a_nd propaganda purposes, 
desrgued to wm the support of those who 
are finding it hard to make ends meet 
and who do not understand the cans~ 
of high prices, or the factors that have 
caused the unprecedented l!lCl'eases 
throughout the world." 

It furthc•r says-
.. Five years ago the world held accumu· 

lated stocks of everything needed bv 
crnlrse~l people. Then ca"me the war:. 
when probably 50,000,000 persons, men 
and women, were withdra\vn fron1 ordi~ 
nary production. \'Vhcn the armistice 
was signed tJw greater part of the world 
·was on t~e verge of fan1ine, and not one 
country m t?e world could supply its 
norrnal . reqturernents; in fact, recent 
calcLxlatwns show that more than 
100,000,000 people in Europe must dep<md 
wholly on imports for some months. The 
UHJH•ec·odentoo world shortage, and the 
msatrablc demand for commodities fixed 
Jhe priecs that are ruling." ' 

In reference to that statement, that five yeare 
ago the world had ·accumulated stocks of 
cvm·ything '?-eede-d by civilisation, that is 
absolutely mcorrect, because in normal 
times the stocks of foodstuffs accumulated 
\Yould not last more than three months. 
\Ye know that immediatdy we begin to store 
up goods that they deteriorate and have to 
bo destroyed. We really are living from hand 
!o mouth. and to s~y that we stored up good~ 
m pre-war· tanes rs absolute rubbish. As a 
matter of fact, if production ceased we would 
be starving at the end of three months. The 
samo thing applies to clothes. If there arc no 
morE' clothes made, then at the end of six 
mont.hs we would be naked or else in rags. 
At any rate, we know for a fact. that if there 
are no more clothes made, then at the end of 
six months the people would be without 
clothes altogether. The same thing applies to 
everything that was usod during the war. 
One of the most striking thin[l."S in connection 
with the war is that, in spite of t.he fact 
that 50,000,000 people wero withdrawn from 
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ordinary production, and put into the battle­
field or making munitions, that the rest of the 
cornrnunity 1Yere able to produce enough 
during· the five years of -v, ar to keep the 
whole of the people in food and clothing, and 
keep the lll'l1l,Y ~upp lied \Yith rnunitions. 81) 

is it any wonder that people should think 
tlwso tiurcs that we should be able to sup]Jly 
otn·sp]ve;;: with food and clothing, shelter, and 
~Oltll' luxuric~ of life without having to \YOrk 

teu or tweho hours a dav to do it. If we 
had anythir1g Eke scicntilic organis-ation of 
labour. and the drones of society were 
mad" to -do their share in production, 
tll<'ll ''"e should be ab]., to got it cheaper thau 
at the present day. w.hen the armistice was 
signed \Yl' -were told that there wns no 
<.ountr.'· in the world able to supply itself. If 
that WC'l'l' true, whore would any country be 
able to impoet from? How can you import 
frotn ('ountrics that cannot supply thon1selvp;'i. 
with their own needs'! Although it is tweh-P 
months si11ce th~ arrnistice was signed, if 
trac\· had been allmvcd to go on there is not 
a countrv in the world that would not ,haYe 
hef'n decent!-'· fed and clothed. For five years 
the producers and the flower of the man­
hood of many countries in the world havo 
bof'n doing son1ething else besides prow 
duciHg. They have been destroying, and 
they have be<m fed and clothed all 
Uw time. Thoro is a lot to be learned 
from tho war, and tbe production that 
took place during tho war. When we 
consider the large number withdrawn from 
produetion and now released, it rnakos us 
thiuk that prices should be cheaper than they 
Ut"f' at the present time. There is food for 
reflection for the workers generally in connec­
tion with the war and the state of things 
to-clay. It is onlv rig-ht that we should get 
back. to pre-war conditions. It seems to me 
that at the present time the world has e-rono­
mically and industrially lost its equilibrium, 
a red evPrything- is upside down. It seems as 
ii wag-Ps arc chasing prices with little chance 
of catching them. \Ve want to get thing·s 
l>ack 001 to something like a decent founda· 
tion. vVe can do that by fixing- wag-es and 
fixing the cost of living as well. There is 
littl<> benefit in increasing wages if thc 
incrcas0 will not purchase any more than 
11Pfor0 the wages ·were increased. ·nntil \.VP 

get 1natters on a firn1 and equitable basis WP 
are net going to !'<~duce the cost of liYing. 
\VhilP the Bill before us at the present time' 
1nay nof do everything, it will go a long "\Va\· 
to•1"ards mitigating the present evil. The Bill 
is a good one. as- fa1~ as it goes, and it w~11 
dr,tl .,-ith retailers and everyone else. It w11! 
deal with trusts and combines, and will enablP 
prices to be fixer!. When this Bill is in op0ra · 
tion I am satisfied that it will do some g-oo-d 
for tlw people and also for the producers of 
this State. 

Mr. SWAYNE (Jiimni): Before this 
flUPotion goes through I would like to say 
that it is one that should be treated from 
a Btrictly non-party standpoint. There is 
just as intense a desire on the part of those 
on thiB side to put a stop to profitecrmg 
and exploiting the consumer as there is on 
the other side of the House. If through any 
misfortune or stress of circumstances that 
occurred during the war people aro made 
to suffer. then members on this side are just 
as willing to remedy that as members oppo· 
site. ·why should it not be so? Members 
on this si·de are essentially men of the people. 
W" have all had to work our way up and 
moot of us have been engaged in manual 
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labour. and have had to battle against adverse 
circum-stances. \Ne feel keenly when the necec­
Fftries of life arc forced up higher· and 
higher than they wore before, and we are 
j nst as desirous of coping with th<> real evil 
ae members on the other side arc. I regret 
that so much party capital has been made out 
of it by members on the other side. Not only 
haYe they failod in the attempt to prove the 
need for this particular measure. but they 
have also wander"d off into all sorts of 
innuendoes against hon. members on this 
side, inferring that we are here to repre­
sent particular inter·csts, and all that sort 
of thing. I would like to say it is not true. 
At the same time seeing that all along they 
possessed very ample powers to deal with 
this question, if they were in earnest, how is 
it they have not availed themselves of those 
powers, which in the control of prices are 
as ample as those which this Bill socks to 
giYc them. I do 110t wish to travel oyer thP 
ground which the hon. member for -"'nndah 
did yery fully, but I have here the opinion 
of the Minister in charge of the Bill, and I 
notice that he contends while ·dealing with 
the exigencies of the position-

" The regulation under the \Var Pre­
cautions Act assuming Federal control 
over price-fixing was issued by the Fede­
ral Governm<;nt. vVhile WO were in power 
we were able to deal with price-fixing 
until the regulations under the \V<tr 
Precautions Act wcrt;: put into force. 
Tho regulations issued by the Federal 
Government covered about fifty artinles. '' 

:;\ow, as far as I understand it. we certainly 
have not the power to conflict with the 
Federal authorities in any of our legisla­
tion whore they also possess power; but I 
take it that we can legislate in the Bame 
ar-ena as they can, so long as we do not 
conflict with their legislation. For instance, 
if the Federal Government under their Act 
fixed the price of a certain article at £1, 
and we thought it was too much, I take it 
that, under the po\\ ers that undoubtedly lay 
in our hands, there was nothing to proycnt 
tts fixing the price at 18s. 6d., hccause the 
Federal authority does not say its price 
must be £1, all it says it must not be over. 
l have here a book by W. L. Wilkinson­
an author whom the Minister in charge of 
the Bill already quoted-on " Trusts and Com­
bi11es." The work I have h<lro is upon "The 
Regulation of Prices." On page 28 it says-

"The Control of Trade Act, passed by 
the Queensland Legislature, for the pur­
pose of controlling the prices of commo­
dities within the State, was almost iden­
tical in terms with that passed by the 
New South Wales Parliament. Whilst 
the full title of the Act included the 
words ' during war,' no other reference 
is made as to when the Act shall expire. 
Furthermore, no limitation was placed 
on the administration of the Act as far 
as the nature of the controllj?d ' goods' 
was concerned, it b"ing merely provided 
that ' goods' included all ' foodstuffs, 
goods, chatt<;ls, or things whatsoever." 

I haYe here a copy of this Act passed by the 
Denham Government, which says: That they 
have power to appoint boards, and which is 
laid down in the Bill before us. The Act 
says-

" Each board from time to t-ime in 
and for the district for which they are 
appointed-

( a) Shall inquire into and report to 

the Chief Secretary as to what prices 
should be the high~st selling prices for 
any goods or kinds of goods under this 
Act; 

(b) May in any inquiry or report 
deal with the prices of any good~ or 
kinds of goods under this Act, whether 
included in a previous report or not; 
and 

(c) May in any report specify dif­
ferent selling prices for the same goodE 
or kinds of goods, having regard to­

(i.) The different qualities thereof; 
or 

(ii.) The sale or supply thereof, 
wholesale or retail; or 

(iii.) The sale or supply thereof 
under differing terms and conditions; 
or 

(iv.) Any other matter which the 
board think fit to consider " 

Tbcn it goeB on-
,, Any pers0n who-

(a) Sells or suppli~,; or ofi0ro fer sc~le 
or supply, any goods at a price higher 
than tlie declared price thereof for anv 
such sale or supply; or " 

(b) Refuses to sell (except at a price 
higher than the declared price thereof 
for any such sale or at all) any goods-

(i.) ~',~ic,h ho is' entitled to sell 
and--

Mr. HAH'l'LEY: What has that to do with 
the question before the House? 

Mr. SWAYNE: I am showing that you 
had the powers all along. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Where does the vVar Pre­
cautions Act corne in? 

Mr. SWAYNE: It goes on-
" (ii.) Which are in excess of what are 

required for tho use of himself and his 
depcndents for a period of three months 
from the date of the refusal, 
" is guilty of an off<;nc" against this Act. 

"' Any person who commits an offence 
against this Act iE liable to a penalty not 
exceeding five hundred pounds, and to he 
imprisoned for any period not exceeding 
six 1nonths." 

There is no doubt, in the face of that, as to 
the powers that the Government possessed to 
deal with this evil during the whole time 
they have heen in power. 

The SECHETAHY FOH PUBLIC WOHKS: All 
those powers have been superseded on •account 
of Federal action. 

Mr. SW A YNE: Let me draw your atten­
tion to this, Mr. Speaker: Only the other 
day the Minister for Railways considered the 
price fixed by the Federal tribunal for coal 
as being too high. You will remember that 
early in July last the Commonwealth authori­
ties, auting upon the recommendation of the 
shipping controllc:r, issued an order, under 
the war precautions coal regulations, direct­
ing that the rates of wages to miners should 
be increased, and so on, and regulating the 
price of coal. The Queensland Government. 
a !though that was Federal action. were not 
prepared to abide by it, and appointed their 
own Ro:val Commission just the same as they 
might under their own Control of Trade Act 
have appointed their own Royal Commission 
to deal with anything they considered profi­
t<'ering. So the only assumption one can 
come to is that they are keeping this Bill 
for the elections. For a matter of four years 

Mr. Swayne,] 
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~lwy were quite content that the people of 
Queensland should be exploited while they 
had ample power to deal with the matter. 
I haYe here the opinion of Mr. Ryan himself 
that n•garding any action of the Federal 
GoYernment that concerned them, they were 
free to deal with it. Yet, while they had 
this power to cope• with an evil which they 
sav lw' co.st the· people of Queensland so 
much, they \Yilfully and criminally neglected 
t.) u .. se it ~n that just on the eve of an 
elPrtion they couid use it as an election cry. 

Mr. \YHITFORD: vVhv don't you confine 
vom·.·elf to the truth. • 

Auot1H'r GOVERNME~T ];lE:\lBER interjected. 

M I'. SlY AYNE: I cannot very well hear 
tho interjections, Mr. Speaker. but I am not 
going to take any notice of them. I ean quite 
undl•rstand that honourable members opposite 
do not lik£, what 1 am saying, and will do 
their utmuo<t, if they can, to prevent me from 
,o;peaki1;g: ln.1t I arn not going to be dra1Vn 
off the track. Let me draw your attention 
tc, "·bat our hte Premier, M"r. Ryan, says 
rr•gan1ing the 8tate's povn~r in this matter. 
l an1 q;Jotiug now an extract fro1n n,_ Brisbane 
dail,v paper· of 5th August. It says-

" The Prornior (Mr Ryan) said yostor­
du-; afternoon that he had had a discus­
,io.n during the -day with certain of the 
coal profiteers, and he understood that 
thee' \Vore ha'hng a meeting to-day. ' I 
11wde clear to them,' Mr. Rvan said, 'the 
JJccc---,ity for keeping up the output of 
coal horn the mines on the terms out­
lined by me to Mr. Cleghorn--! " 

:\h. SW A YNE: Not outlined by tho 
ConnnortvH.:alth. It goes on--this is most 
llOtf'IVOl'thy~ 

.. The Govcrnmtont doe-' .not admit its 
liability to comply with the recent Com-
1\lomvoalth order fixing the price of coal. 
ThP Govern1nent has, hovvever, appointed 
n Con1mission " 

And so on, Does not that show that they 
bad nmplc power, and that their contention 
thai· tlwy had not is untrue, and that just the 
same '" they interfered in the price of coal 
thov could have interfered in the price of 
foodstuffs. clothing, or any other article they 
may think has been the suhjcct of prof'tteer­
ing? I sometimes wonder whether this cry 
has not }Jcen exaggPrated all round. I am 
quite aware that it is very difficult to account 
for wme of the priccB that have been charged 
--more particularly as regards clothing and 
tools, except that there is profiteGI·ing. For 
instance. in the matter of clothes-particu­
larly laclics' clothes-you go down the street, 
and iu ihe shop windows you see flimsy pieces 
of silk marked at anything from 70s. to 90s. 
You ,,ill also see light shoes, not weighing 
more than a couple of ounces, at anything 
from 40s. to 50s. No rise in the price of 
kather can explain such an exorbitant-and 
I do think it is exorbitant-rise in price. 
.:\gain. as regards tools. I saw a jack-piano 
tbat you could have bought for 7s. or Ss. 
before the war marked at 20s. \Ve all know 
that hig·h-class steel has gone up very much 
in price. but still in that particular tool the 
high-class steel would not weigh more than 
3 or 4 oz., so that it does not explain the 
unduly large increase in the pricA of that 
particular article. Still, taking all that into 
consideration, I sometimes think that this 
charge of unduly rising prices has been 
<'xploitcd. Just as some of the tradesmen 
themselves have exploited the public, poli­
ticians are trying to take advantage of any 
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evils that may have arisen in that regard 
and are exploiting the capitalists for party 
purpo~e~. 

I have pointed out, however, that tho 
Go,·crnruent have had ample power to deal 
wirh the rhattcr, and I have quoted our late 
Prc.tnier) l\lr. Ryan; as boarjng out my 
c<Httention that they had ample power to deal 
'vith this evil whenever it arose. I notice, 
nndPl: coYcr o£ this) that an attack has been 
u1ade upon cornpanie.-.; generally. I do not 
thiuk in legislation of that kiud that it is 
for tlw general good that we should be 
influenced bv untrue statements; neither do 
T think it is" for the good of Queensland, or 
the gcod of the workers them~elvcs, that it 
should go forth to the world that anything 
in the ~hape of a cotnpany is an obnoxious 
animal in Queensland. I notice that the 
::\1inistcr dealt largely with the companies. 
I am quite at ono with the Government in 
any effort that they might make to deal with 
eithc•r individuals or compa.nies where there 
is undue exploiting; at the same time I do 
not think it is a good thiug that we should 
ad upon incorrect opinion ancl upon statc­
rncnts that are vvrong. rrhe Colonial Sugar 
Hcfining Compan:·; was brought largely into 
the discussion. Itegarding certain actions 
that the company arc taking now under 
an0ther law, I am very much opposed to 
them-IGovernnwnt laughter.)-and I think 
it is a rPflPction on the Government that 
pah cl the Regulation of Cane Prices Aet, 
and tlw Government that passed the amend­
ment. that thev now 11 ant to contract them­
seh·e, out of: However, no matter how 
reprehensible the company may be in that 
regard, I do not think that charges made 
under other headings will hold water, and 

nothing is to be gained by say­
[4.30 p.rn.] ing what is not true. But, when 

you see such lapses as that it 
makes you think that something of the kind 
might happen on the other side. How­
ever, no matter how responsible the com­
pany may be in that regard, I do not 
think that charges on the other hand will 
hold water, and nothing is to be gained 
by making them. It only misleads us and 
leads to disappointment if we legislate upon 
such premises if we find out afterwards that 
tlwy are iw orrect. '\Vc ha Ye heard a great 
deal, for instance, regarding the watering of 
shares. I have watched the company very 
doscly-I am interested in the industry as a 
caneg"rower~and whilst I a1n just as alive 
to their shortcomings as anybody else, I 
"' ould remind hon. members that shares of 
the last issue were paid to only £5, nnd the 
shareholders had to put in £15 per share as 
frpsh capital. Yet hon. member~ opposite. 
when on the subject of share-watering, and 
the authorities they quote, would ignore that 
fa.ct. Thev very often deny it, and if they 
admit it they reverse the figures. I have 
heard it said that the shareholders paid only 
£5 and they got £15. That sort of thing is 
not true, and it is no use proceeding along 
those lines. Something has been said regard­
ing the shipping companies and the large pro­
fits they have made. I have been following 
matters very closely, and I think I am right 
in saying that for some considerable time 
any profits that have been made out of our 
interstate shipping-I am not talking of over­
seas shipping. in which case the companies if 
tfwy have made high profits have neverthe­
less done so on British Blue Book rates­
have been under the control of a Govern­
ment elected by the people of Australia, 
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~ ml h"'~" gone into Commonwealth revenue. 
ThP ot!Jt r day the con1pauics increased their 
rates 10 per cent., but at the t.an1e tirrw 
H he admitt<'d that on only one occa~ 
>iou during the period of the \Yar did they 
incJ't'i1"t~ thcn1, and then by 15s. or 16s. 
behy~·r~l h, l'e and Sydnc-y. Considering all 
tlw ci:.\ in connection with the 
,;Hu"' aud the stl'ikc and so on, Yire 

must tha.t recent happenings have 
moam et lot out of their pockets, as they 
ltad to boar the cost as well as increases 
in \Yatrc<. In regard to the Vacuum Oil 
Cmnp,;ny, we find that their profits have 
been th( subject of inquiry in South 
~Auetralia, and a different aspect has 
hot'n ['Ut on the question from that which 
\\~ae created by t.hr> iuquiry in Sydnev. 
[nsten d d profits of 70 or 80 per cent .. whi~h 
\\·as then' thought to exist, Pl'e~idcnt Bro\vn, 
·<lf the ~'\cmth Au,traiia.n Arbitration Court, 
h sati:;.ficJ that th-ey v.re a grt~at deal lc33 
than I have no wish to labour this 
tncsl but l think it is onlv in the interests 

of the tn1rh that it should- be known that 
Pn·sidC'nt, Brovvn, \Vho h:1s been a good friend 
.~)i hon. Plf'mbers opposite in the 11ast, says-

'· \Yn have the Interstate Conunission's 
'. hic·h, if I may so with due 

1 
• ll<:,~: do,c.s no_t_ apl)ear go on ver_y 

uu:-.u_:.._ '-'lH>:e nnos.~· 

according to an extract fror(l a 
refc>rring tu a debate in thP 
Parliament, we> fmd that the 

i' sai,; with regard to tho Colonial 
:ininp: Con1pany :-

~o~ne figure::, ·which were qnotcd bv 
:\Ir. ,J '"'H A,,hton the other day thro>'V 
n. u·'~"ut deal of light on this matte!'. 
Tho'3P f :_;nres were collected son1c years 

but although they 1nay ha Ye slightl~r 
since thPn ::ts to partjculars the 

tnta1- rGrnain, no doubt, about tho ~a.mc. 
:\Ir. .\shtnn found that there were 1,942 
;..;lwr ltolder·· in the .;.ugar company, and 
of thP"f' 1,0.58 drew annual di·\ idcmds of 
£5iJ a.JO<i under, and only 100 of the share­
huldvn; drew annual dividends of over 
£31 ).'' 

T this to show that many of 
Thrsr "F'hich are being used to 
i usti h sorts of wild statements are not 
;, t ali as they are depicted, and that manv 
'mall are shareholders, although I say 
that is no doubt that there are times 
\>:hen abuse t.he position. I ha,-c men-
honPrl one instance vvhere I think the 
( 'olonial Sugar Refining Cotnpany are abus­
ing their position, but that instance is quite 
irr0lc\·, JJt to the subjcC't we have before us 
to-day. 

}fr. c,~/fJ,TXS: You are a good apologist 
for the ur•Jfitoer. 

Mr. SW .A YNE: I am just as much against 
the· profiteer a.s the hon. member. I have mv 
mm little farm to keep going, and I fe~l 
any in<-n, se in the price of provisions or 
implemc>nt" just as much as-probablv more 
than-ho;o. members opposite. At the sanw 
time I do not think that we should mislead 
oursch·r>~ b:--r allowing a false in1pression on 
these matters to prevail. 

So far as the fixation of prices is con­
cerned. ever since this party have been in 
~pmYer they have had ample power, as Mr. 
R,van himself said in regard to the action 
concerning coal, and the Federal Govern­
nwnt·s similar powers in ~he same sphere 
-rhd not -moern them one wta. When they 

wished to keep down the price of coal for 
thcmseln's they were quite able to do it, 
and just in the same way could they_ have 
kept down the price of food or clothmg or 
anything else if they wished to do so. Before 
I lea,~e that quec,tion, I would like to draw 
attention to tlw fact that fixation of prices 
is no new thing, and that the experience of 
the past is such as to show th>tt unless the 
matter is handled ve1·y, Yer:.~ carefully, the 
fntur: state of affairs will be won;e than the 
present. I have here a book bv the same 
author as that which the Minister quoted so 
extcnsi,~cly in introducing the Bill, " rrhe 
State Heg-ulation of Prices in Australia," by 
H. L. \Vilkinson. He points out-

" The historical record of the results 
of directly and indiscriminately fixing 
rn·ice' by law leads one to the conclusion 
that it has lamentablv failed to effect the 
purpose for which 'the legislation was 
designed, viz., restricting the rise in the 
prices of commodities. But how far it 
is to a limited degree eificacious, and to 
what extent modern conditions of trade 
will enable a different result to be 
obtained are questions which require the 
dcopest ronsidcration." 

That is all I ask-the deepest consi-deration 
and inquiry before any action is ta.ken lest 
worse beiall us. 'l'he GoYernment evrciently 
have recognised that. because they have not 
used the powers in thejr possession for sorne­
thing like four years. This author proceeds-

·' l~robably the best known case in 
history of iixiug the prices of cornmodi· 
ties in a civilised State is the effort of 
the Roman li:mveror Diocletian in 301 
A. D. He issued an edict fixing prices, 
not only of commodities, but also of 
;vagcs. There are no complete historical 
re"ords either oi the circumstances 
\Yhich brought forth this edict or the 
result of its operation." 

Then he gou on to give a list of articles 
that \\·cr·e clpnlt with and says-

" Xotwithstanding the fact that death 
and deportation were the penalties for 
selling at higher rates than those men­
tioned in the edict, its observation 
throughout the Roman Empire was not 
Ycr:;' general. According to most reports. 
tJ1(' af'tual resnlts wen', h(nvever, disas­
trous, as the restrictions on freedom of 
trade broug-ht about disturbances in the 
ordinar:,' channels of food supply, anc1 
nwnv traders were ruined. But the •noit 
far-r;eaching effects were the detrimental 
influence that the edict had on produc­
tion within the Empire and the restric­
tions it placed on the importation of 
supplies from abroad." 

That is the point I want to make-that at 
the pn•sent juncture when it is said that 
m·er 100.000,000 people in Europe are practi­
cally without visible means of support, we 
should not take any drastic action which 
would discourage the producer. The same 
author also •-ays on page 100-

" \Vhen he (the Emperor Diocletian) 
had brought on a state of exceeding high 
prices by his different acts of injustice, 
he tried to fJx. by law, the prices of 
articles offere-d for sale. Thereupon, for 
the Yeriest trifles much blood was shed, 
and, out of fear, nothing was offer<:;d 
for sale. and the scarcity grew much 
worse, until, after the death of many 
JlE'rsons, the la1-v was rcpea]ed from mere 
nce~ssity.'' 

Mr. Sway•nc.] 
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Then he goes on to deal with circumstances 
in which, in the bad seasons and so on, we 
find a parallel with our present position-

" During the French ReYolution a 
most interesting example of indiscrim­
inate price-fixing by the Government is 
recorded. Communication with oversea 
market' had been virtually stopped by 
the blockade of the British fleet. There 
had been a series of bad seasons. Trade 
and commerce had been disturbed by the 
taking away of a large number of 
artisans to fight in the army. A general 
atmosphere of insecurity had been 
created by the revolution and the con­
tinuous strife between the various classes. 
As a result, supplies of food fell off, and 
prices of the necessaries of life greatly 
advanced. Shop pillaging and looting 
were of every day occurrence, and the 
efforts of the people to obtain cheap 
food did not stop short of even killing 
those who, it was alleged, were guilty 
of creating monopolies and cornering 
supplies," 

lt goe' on to point out-
" In September-some months after the 

first enactment of the ' law of the maxi­
mum'-the convention settled maximum 
"elling prices for meat, cattle, lard, 
butter, oil, fish, vinegar, brandy, and 
beer for a period of one year. It ftxed, 
too, the price·s of combustibles, candles, 
!3-oap, sugar, metals, tobacco, raw 
materials, salaries, and wages, The basis 
on which the rates were determined was: 
That the n1aximum selling price of the 
commodities should bo the· a vorage prices 
ruling in the year 1790, with 33~ per cent. 
added. Salaries and wages were fixed 
at the rate of 50 per cent. in advance of 
those obtaining in the same• year, 

" This general and indiscriminate fix­
ing of prices brought about great dis­
organisation m industnes and create<! 
many difficulties in corr1nlerce.'' 

Coming down to recent days, we find that 
only the other day the e·fforts which were 
being made in Victoria to fix a uniform price 
all the year round in connection with dairy 
products led to the position that at a certain 
time of the year they had none. I am read· 
ing now frqm " The ,Journal of the Depart­
ment of Agriculture of Victoria," page 386. 
It says regarding butter-

" Prior to the ~ra of price-fixing and 
controlling, the price of butter and 
cheese during the export season was 
determined by its value for export, and 
during the rest of the year it was regu­
lated by the law of supply and demand. 
Usually no shortage was experienced in 
the· off export season; producers were 
c cm tent to do all they possibly could te> 
meet the demand, and, although dairy­
ing at this season seldom paid as well 
as operations in the spring months, the 
slightly higher prices ruling were con­
sidered sufficient inducement to continue 
the work during the late summer and 
winter months. The fixing of prices at 
approximately the same le•vcl the year 
round has resulted in the concentration 
of effort on the part of dairymen towards 
production during the spring and summer 
months only and carelessness in the 
winter time. Every effort is now made to 
bring an unduly large percentage of the 
herd into profit in the early spring. 
Suflicient fodder is not provided for the 

[Mr. Swayne. 

slack period, and cows are permitted to 
go dry, though with a little· trouble they 
might have been kept in full yield. Now 
that the war is over, it is to be hoped 
that dairymen will be allowed to carry 
on and develop the in,dustry without the 
special restrictions of the ree8nt few· 
years." 

Again, we find on the continent of Europe 
countries which formerly were great suga1· 
producers, through Government interfe·rence 
have had the supply so curtailed as to be 
forced to import at a high price from their 
neighbours. I have here "The International 
8ugar .Journal'' of June last, and I an1 
quoting from page 265-

" The Government has refmed to 
abolish the compulsory administration 
of sugar, and has also expressed its 
inability to comply with the request that 
it shoukl at once fix fresh prices for 
beet'· At present, therefore, general. 
unce-rtainty prevails, and the farmers, 
who are now apportioning the crop, will 
not make any special arrangements for 
cultiYating beets. The result will be 
that this summer countless millions of 
marks will leave the country in order to 
pnv for ukraine sugar, which will, of 
coUrse, be- only obtainable again at 
largely incrt'asocl prices." 

I am mentioning these matters because I 
think it is only right that attention should 
bo drawn. on behalf of the consumer, to the 
unwisdorn of any rash interfere·nce in thi~ 
matter. The experience in the past shows 
that the end is \Vorse than the beginning. 
Vv'hile I am on this matter of the various 
t·auseB which have brought about high price'S, 
is it not conceivable that the constant strikes 
we are having are partly to blame? \Vilkin­
son is wmth quoting again regarding the 
aspedt that our pape·r currency also is 
r~sponsible for high prices. He 'says on page 

"A sudden increase in the amount of 
monf':V put in circulation, as the result 
of an influx of gold, Government and 
private loan expenditure, or the printing 
and circulation of paper money, will 
immediately increase the demand for 
commodities and_ i~,dl!ce ,a generally 
greater consumption. 

\\'hile I am on the subject of prof.tecring, I 
am quite prepared to admit that there havf) 
been gra vo shortcomings on the part of so1ne, 
that all our traders have not been by any 
means immaculate in that regard. There is 
also profiteering in other walks of life-for 
instance, in the canefields when cane is burnt.. 
A case came under my notice the other day 
where some cane had been burnt. vVe all 
know that the awards under which the men 
work lav down that there is to he a 
decrease In price for cutting burnt ea ne. Men 
who were ca.rning ;v2 a day at the time and 
who knew the farmer was hard u11 and hoped 
to get as much as possible out of his crop to 
liquidate his debts, have imposed an extra 
charge of 2s. a ton. \Vas that not profit·eer­
ing? 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber has exhaustc•d the time allowed hin1 
under the Standing Orders, 

Mr. PETERSON (Tornwnby): I desire to 
1nake a fpw obsl'l'\ ations in connection with 
this Ycry important matter. I desire to oon­
gratulate the Minister on the yery able man­
ner in \Yhich he introduced this Bill to the 
House. He showed clearly and conclusively 
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from facts which had been carefully collated 
that the time is most opportune for the 
Qoyerrnnont to take active steps towards 
bringing about the end of what we may aptly 
term the criminal high cost of living. The 
hon. member who has just sat ·down somewhat 
curprised me. Judging by his utterance'.• one 
would be led to belieYe there was no ouch 
thing as the high cost of living. 

Mr. SWAYNE: Oh, no! I quite admitted 
that there was. I said you had the power to 
deal with it. 

Mr. PETEHSON: I am going to show, by 
<tuthority equal to that of the lwn. member, 
that we have not that power. I want briefly 
t.o deal with the hon. member as I go along 
and show exactly where he stands. .First of 
a1l, he asks us to do nothing to discourage 
the producer. vVhat does he mean by that 1 
He means that no attempt should be ma-de 
to regulate the price of any commodity which 
is produced in the State. Dors the hon. 
member mean to infer that he is opposed 
to the Cane Prices Boards 1 Can the hon. 
member say that the Cane Prices Boards 
have not been the salvatiou of the cauo 
industry in Queensland; 

::'dr. SWAYNE: Yes, but your law allows the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Uon1pany to contract 
1hernso1Yes out. 

Mr. l'ETERSON: The whole inference 
from the hon. member's speech was that he 
was against the fixing of prices at all. I 
give him a concrete illustration which affects 
his own electorate-the Cane l'riccs Buar•ds­
which give to the producers of cane a better 
price than they ever got before, aud which 
the cane farmers would not throw away if 
they had the opportunity to-morrow. 'I'he 
hon. member ehould be consistent, and if he 
eondemns price-fixing in other directions, I 
must take it ho is also opposed to price­
fixing by the Cane Prices Boards. 'rhe hon. 
gentleman said we should do nothing to dis­
courage production. From one end ol Queens­
land to the other the pro-ducer is roaring 
against the high prices. Is he not paying 
inflated prices for harness, vehicles, food­
etuffs, and clothes 1 The high cost of living 
affects the producer in the country equally 
as much as it does those who live in the city. 
l am surprised at the hon. gentleman raising 
an objection on that seor·e, because the whole 
community are going to benefit. It is not 
price-fixing that has hurt the producer in the 
past. It has been the middlemen who have 
received the whole of the benefit of the profits 
which have been made. We have heard no 
complaint on the part of members represent­
ing dairying constituencies on the other side 
against the Federal fixation of prices. Not a 
single word of protest has come from them. 
Consequently we must take it as hypocrisy on 
their part that, when the State attempts to 
do something to protect the people of Queens­
land, they have nothing whatever to say 
against their own party in the Federal sphere 
interfering with priccdixing. 

::Vir. SWAYNE: You already had the powers, 
and you did not use them. 

Mr. PETERSON: The hon. gentleman 
said in his speech we had the powers. \V e 
will see if we had those powers. It is one 
thing to get up in this House and refer to 
an Act passed in 1914. It is another thing 
({) prove that we had the powe1· under that 
Act. Tho hon. gentleman knows as well as 
I do that, according to the Federal Con­
stitution, once a State Act comes into conflict 
with a Federal Act, the Federal law is para­
mount. 

1919--5 G 

Mr. S\VAYKE: .B.ow chd you fix the price of 
coal, then'! 

Mr. GLEDSOX: \Y.o fixed the price of coal 
by agreement with the vroprietors. 

Mr. PETERSON: Yes, with the com-,nt 
of the Federal authorities. I want ~") reply 
to the hon. gentlc!na11's contention that \\'0 

had the povvc1· and did uot use it. I 1vant 
to say I haYe proc·nrud from the Agricul­
tural Department the• copy of a wire that 
the,· roceiYecl at the time the Federal 
authorities took OYCT the prico-ffxing of 
butter. This wire reads-

" Official order iucrcases price butter 
your State one penny per lb. Signe·d to­
day operates Monda" 13th October." 

The price of butter was fi,;:od under the Vi. a1· 
Precautions R0gulatiuns of 1916. That wire 
practically sho'wed that the Agricultural 
Departlnent's handling of butt{~l' cca cd under 
the \\' ar l'recautions Act. Here we have 
clear eYidence of the control of butter being 
t~keu completely ont of the hands of the 
State b1- the Federal authorities . 

. Mr. SWAYNE: It w~s taken possession of. 
:Yir. PETEHSO::\': Tho meanin;c; of the· 

hon. nwinbcr'R spe'_•ch was that vvo had powe1· 
under the 1914 Act to defy the Federal 
authorities. ~ow he admit:; the butter was 
taken possession of. How could the Fc•dcral 
authontics haY·e taken po3scssion of tho 
butter, if "·e had the power he b,1ys under 
that ~-\et"! 

Mr. SWAY:\E: Otl!er articles were not taken 
possession of. 

Mr. l'ETEHSOJ\": My reply to that point 
is that if the Con1n1onwoalth Go\Tern111ent 
had the power to take over the price-fixing of 
butter-which th<'y did under the \Var !:'re­
cautions Prices Regulations-they also ha·d 
the power to take over the price-fixi,1g of 
other articles which had not been pool-ed. 

The leader of the Opposition the 
[5 p.m.] other evening mooe three 

essential points in his speech. 
The first point he made was that the Denham 
Government in 1914 passed an Act called the 
Control of Trade Act. That was his fir,t 
point. His second point was that he 
challenged the Government to show that any 
profiteering existed in Queensland, and his 
third point was that there was no profiteering 
at all. If there was no profiteering in 1914,. 
why did the Denham Government bring in a 
Bill in 1914 to deal with it'! Every member 
of this Chamber knows quite well that so 
far as the cost of living is concerned it has 
gone up to double what it was in 1914. 

Ji,1r. SwAYNE: The Denham Government 
looked ahead. 

Mr. PETERSO::\f: In 1914 a J~iberal 
Government found it necessary to de.al witn 
the high cost of living, so how much more 
necessary is it for a Labour Government to· 
deal with it to-day' The leader of the Oppo­
sition said that the present Government had 
power to deal with the matter if they showed 
.any desire to do so. The hon. gentleman 
said that we had power under the 1914 Act. 
but I will show that we have not got th<lt 
power at all. 

Mr. VowLES: You have got that power 
to-day. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: That lS 

very doubtful. It is a war measure, an<:! it 
can be successfully challenge-d. 

Mr. PETEHSO::\f: When the Common­
wealth took over the power to fix prices, they 
assumed the control over the prices of fifty­
two commodities. The.se include arrowroot 

Mr. Petenwn.J 
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{bulk ttnd packets), ar;:;enic. bacon, benzine 
nnd henzoJine, bi:-:·~uits aud confectionery, 
]Jl~an. bread, buttt·r .. cheesl'. cocoas (imported­
v·au I-1-outeu's. Bensdorp\;. Fry's), cocoa and 
milk (~utlo's), coffee and milk (:\"estle's), 
<:oruflour, fertili;;er (meatwcrks), flour, flour 
(self-raisi11g), fruits (tinned. pineapples only), 
glaxo and lactog'cn, hams. jan1s (ls., 2s., .and 
'bs.. Austruli·an 1nanufacture). kerosene, 
match'S (saL ti<•s only). milk (fresh), milk 
'conden.'c"l. Australian). milk (pov.dcrcd), 
nwtor .spirit~ .. ootmt 'll (Au~traliun), oil (lin­
;<eed), pollard, rice, salmon (horseehoe), salt 
(CO(ll"'3L' unJ. flnc), ~auce (Lea and Pcrrin's, 
Hclhrook's. I.X.L. tomato). 'tarch (silYer 
Bht1 1. The Corrnnonweulth assun1ed the 
power to ·deJJ with these things, and pre­
ycnted the State fro1n exercising its puv.;er in 
that direction. I might as well ask hon. 
lllf'nllJ, rs ·what~., R .... the pov~ :._~r vvhich prevented 
Lhc fro:m iixing prices'? At the last 
JTedl olPctioll 1hc Xationali~t Govern1nent 

i1nmcdiately after they put 
r'\ct into operation, and 

~eizx d the State the pcwere; \Yhich it had 
nnclcr any A{'t to deal wid1 lHices. Price­
fixing \",as then l0It at tlJt~ 1nercy of the 
ComlliOH ,, illth. I quite admit that the Com­
JJton\Yculth did fix pricf~s after taking the 
pmH'l"'' away from the State. but the:.· did not 
insist on seeing that those prices were carried 
out. The result v ns that the grocers and 
others co!lcerned flouted the Act. I remember 

nn article bv Mt'. Mci'Yilliam. on8 of 
busitlf':,s rncn. who said that the 

onlcrB 1-vere bt?ing constantly flouted. Conse­
quent!:.'. WB find that '"~ arc at the mercy of 
thP proiitl'Prs. Sot!lC'OHe Jllight ask ''hat t.his 
Gon~nuncnt Jid vvhcn it had the chanrc ·~ 
EYer~yludy kncnn; thut in 1915 then_~ wa~ An 
jn<.:reas~, in tlH' c:-~t of living. and this GoYern-
nlent. it t'aHlO into~ 110\YCr, started to 
bring- a reducbon. Speaking of Rock-
1lampton. I know that the Govcrnrnent 
r0cluePd tlw price· cf bread from 6d. for the 
2-ilJ. loaf to 4~,cl. in 1915. They aho brought 
abont a, reduction in the 1wirr- of rncnt and 
other com1noditie>;:... It has lwcn brou~:ht up 
here at d1fferc:nt tirnP-) thut the cost of liYing 
ha<S p:one up sinC'e this GoYcnunent carne into 
po,n:r. As a rnntt:>r of fact. during the tin1e 
that \VC had control of price-fixing, the 
GoY0rnment sucC'C('ded i11 redw-,jng the cost of 
livin,c; by 13.2 per cent. \Ye did something to 
l"L''clnee the cost of living when we had the 
opportunity) but the Fed~ral Govcrnrnent was 
allowed to ftlch away our rig-hts, and it was 
because of the fact that the Fedora! GoYet·n­
ment took ovei' the fixing of prices that caused 
our people to be left in the way they were. 
vVhen th" Denham Government passed that 
AcL in 1914 we know that prices went up 
immediately, so that when this GoY<ernment 
came into power in 1915 the cost of living· 
-wa~ grPater thau it was in 1914. The LabDur 
party exercised it3 povvers ut th-at t]me_, ~nd 
did something to reduc>e the cost of hv1ng. 
That thev succPedcd in doing it is well known 
to CYCl'yOne. rr'he Interstat~ Commission, in 
reporting on the high cost of living in Aue­
·tralia, makes this point very clear: It points 
out that a great difficultv \vill be encountered 
in Pndeavourin::; to ·deal with price-fixing. 
because, gerwrallv speaking;. A_ustralia ]s a 
hui!C' importer_ Australia i.rnports very 
la1:roel;~-. and is really not .self-contained, so 
that the Interstate Commission anticipat<Ccl 
great difficulty would be experienced b<::cause 
of that. I think we can meet the question of 
the high cost of living by passing this Bill, and 
that can be augmenteJ by the Government 

[Mr. Peterson. 

taking immediate stops to enter into compe­
tition wrth the huge combmes that a1·e 
operating at the present time. We know that 
monopolies are combining. vV e can read that 
l>Ptween tho lines of the Interstate Commis­
sion's rcpmt. The only way to deal with the 
que~tion is to pass a Bill like this and enter 
into competition with the shipping combines, 
and also into competition with the clothing 
and boot manufacturers. I recollect reading 
a report about fiyo months ago that Dr. 
l\loloney asked a question in th_e Federal 
Parliament about the cost of producing the 
militarv snits served out to the soldiers'! The 
answer V he got was that the magnificent 
mrtterial cost 5s. 6d. a vard, that it cost about 
18,. 6d. to make, or a· total of about £1 13s. 
3d. for each suit. If the Commonwealth 
authoritieo are uble to manufacture those 
suits at that price, it is clear that the State 
Gov·ernnwnt can suceessfullv enter into <'mn­
petition with the other man;;facturers of those 
lint·'·• and so bring· down the prices. If the 
Stat~~ Govcrnn1ent cannot do it, then I hopt~ 
t}H~ various unions will sb'p in and use the 
funds at their disposal for carrying on the 
busine6s themseh-e>. It would be an easy 
matter for the unions to get control of the 
varinus industries, and they could compete 
snroos"-fnllv with the other manufacturers. 
Tlwre is ·one point that I would like to 
pmphasise, and it is this: \Ve have heard 
time and a~ain that the rPason why the cost 
of living h;s gone up is because of the arbi­
tration awards, and because the employees are 
continual1v asking for increases in \vagcs, and 
thesi' han; to be passPd on. On pag-e 42 of the 
Intrrst,ate Commission's report I find that the 
nurnber of Goft-goods firn1s operating in Aus­
tralia in 1914 was seventeen. with <1 capital of 
£3.553.535. and thf'v had a turnover of 
£5.116,961. leaving a· net profit of £296,189. 
Let us look at the v,-ar period. In 1917. with 
practically the same capital as 1914-namely, 
£3.646,492-thoy had a turnover of £6.566.655, 
and t net profit of £554,780. That SflO\\" 
clearlv that the nHLnufacturers were rcceJving, 
a cOJJsi,cJerable increase for the goods the:> 
manufactured. I want to set that net proftt 
side b·,- side ·with what the workers in these 
iudusti·lF~ received during the same pe:'io,~. 
On pag-e 25 of the Inter~tate Comm1sswn .s 
report will be found the evtdonce of the pr~sl­
dent of the Master Tailors' Assoc1atiOl! 
rerrardinrr the cost of making fadorv-made 
c].';'thing.~ He gives the rates for 1914 and 
1918. as follows :-

"CosT oF MAKING FACTORY-MADE 
CLOTHING, VIDE EVIDENCE OF PRESI­
DE>iT, MASTER TAILORs' AssociATIOK, 
TO INTERSTATE COM:I!ISSION, PAGE 25. 

1914. 

:\IateriaL 3± y,ds., at 5s. yd. 
Trimrnings 
?>laking 

Proftt (gross) 33& per cent. 

Selling price 

Material, at 7s. yd. 
Trimn1ings 
Making 

,Gross profit, 33~ per cent. 

Selling price 

_£ s. d. 
0 16 3 
0 7 6 
1 10 0 

2 13 9 
0 17 11 

311 8 

1 2 9 
0 7 6 
1 10 0 

3 0 3 
1 0 1 

4 I) 4 
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1918. 
·~ht· rial, same at 13s. 6d. yd. 
Tr1nunings 

2 3 10 
0 17 6 
1 15 0 \Iakir;~s 

Gr"" profit, 33~ per cent. 
4 16 4 
1 12 1 

6 8 5 

3 14 9 
0 17 6 
1 15 0 

6 7 3 
2 2 5 

SL'ni:1;; price 8 9 8." 
Tlu-' y; ~ges of the vvorkers and t~ ]ors show 
a11 inerPa.~0 of 5s. per suit in l1th cases. 
The co~t -f the suit in i·he first in t;ance was 
£2 16>. mmc. The difference in the profit 
to the manufacturer-namely, bm ween 17s. 
lld. and £1 12s. 1d.-is 14s. 1d. In the 

<',se the manufacturer's p10fits show 
from £1 Os. 1d. to £2 2s. 5d., 

o1 an ~ncreasc of £1 2 4d. That shows 
dearlY th~t the manufacturer obtained 
'earl~- three times the amount that the 
\Yorku· rueeivcd as increase as a result of 
che infiatotl prices. That, I contend, refutes 
th£' arg-ur:nent of hon. members w·ho are con­
tinually sa.ving that th~::/ workers are receiving 
., uch hig:h \ntges that it is imperative on the 
part of the employers to send up the cost of 
Jiv·ing. To cmne to a question nearer homo, 
the ],,, of the Opposition challenged us to 

there '\Vas any profitcering in 
HL The hon. n1en1bor knows per~ 

,,~Pll that f-.·~ far as Queensland is con-
"(Tncd is not a groat producing State, 
and it not many secondary industries. 
ThcsP :-;t~condary industries are mostly in 
s,·dw'y Melbourne. and consequently the 
J>ric~s here, so far as producers and 
other t:t:<Hlc~ are conccrnc.d, aro ruled by the 
mark' t in Sydney. The Interstate 

~cp.,;; that there is a combination 
· A grocer, who is a friend 
me that thcv are not allowed 
Queensland "to buy thB goods 
They must buy in Queensland, 

at the price ftxcd by the whol<\sale 
people. You can see the combination prices 
in the ·v-.rindo\v son1·etinH'S. If those coinbina­
rions arc in operation, that is what accounts 
for the high cost of living. I do not say 
t-hat it is the r-nnall grocer who is fleecing 
the people at all. It is the big co,nbines 
behind the grocer who are doing it. 'I o givo 
" concrde illu-5tration of profiteeri:1g in 
QueC'n~la:nd is very difficult, because ·we inl­
port the big bulk of our stuff. 

)ir. ROBERTS: Can you say that this Bill 
will do any good? 

)lr. PETERSON: Yes, and I will give an 
illustrat.ion. I noticed an advertisement in 

·the paper saying that the bakers of Brisbane 
hacl deeided to raise the price of bread. 
\Yh0n tlw manufacturers want to rise their 
pricPs thoy don't go to the Arbitration 
Court. They immediately form a council, 
n nd lwcorne direct actionists of the purest 
h'po. 

Mr. Gu;c;~: Like members of Parliament. 
C\Ir. PETERSON: You took your whack 

'lJoth tirnes. 
Mr. GuNN: How do you know? 
Mr. PETERSON: I think you did, 
~lr. GuNN: You are \Vrong. 

1\'lr. PETERSON: We will see. I will ask 
a qtkstion about it. 

:Yll'. CoLLIXS (to l\1r. Gunn) : You Hre one 
of the exploiters. You did not requirD it. 

Mr. l'ETERSON: However, bakers 
together with other. m'anufacturers, can .get 
together. and, by direct actwn, force pnces 
up. ·w.hat have they done? They hav~ noti­
fied by advertisement that they are gomg to 
increase th,_, price of bread. from Jl.ionday 
next I think it iB, fr.om 4~d. to 5d. a loaf. 
At the time the wages award was given to th0 
men engaged in this industry, the price of 
flour was £12 15s. per ton. Later it went up 
to £12 176. 6d., and t!lc reason it went up 
that 2s. 6cl. was on account of the seamen's 
etrikc. Since that strike flour has dropped to 
£12 7s. 6tl., which is 7s. 6d. per ton less than 
before the time when the men went to th<' 
ArLitrat.ion Court to get an increase in 
wages. The workers in the baking industry 
on the whole received an increase, through 
that award, of 6s. per week. The manufac­
turers, on the other hand, haYe raised during 
the pa't t'';elvc months the price of bread 
bv 1d. a loaf. Ono penny on 4d. is a very 
h) g.h percentage, especially in view of the 
fa~t that the workers got an award at a' tim0 
when flour was higher than it is to-day. One 
baker, in giving evidence before His Honom· 
Mr. Justice McCawlcy, said that hiS sales 
wNe 30 000 2-lb. loaves of bread per week, 
a1od he ~mploved ten men. If you tako this 
aB a general i"llustration, we find that, under 
the arbitration awar.cl, the increased wages of 
those mt'n u ,-,~raged abont £2 per -..vc::~k, but 
tho e"'\:tra ~d. which he is putting on to thP 
bread, on that 30,000 turnover, amounts to 
£62 per wePk, and the workers .gd £2 _of It. 
The hon. member ,,. ants a local Iilustratwn of 
profit<>ering-herc he has it in extenso. He 
could not got anything better. 

MI', GCNN: Why don't you go in for a 
baker' .s shop? 

Mr. PETERSON: Well, the point is not 
wlw do not go in for bakers' shops, but 
th·e· trouble with hon. members is that we 
have gone in for too much already; and I 
bolien' that until the Labour movement 
becomes educated and realises what is in 
front of it; until that time comes, I have 
no hope for improved conditions; but when 
it does come, the work<ers wdl see to It that 
the" will get a littl<;J of the profits that the,· 
have been building up for such a long time, 
and will not be exploited. (Hear, hear !) 

The hon. gentleman also asked in his speech 
for other evidences of profiteering. \Ve have 
operating here to-day in Australia what IS 
known as the meat trust. Surely hon. mem­
bers are not going to argue that we have no 
meat trusts operating in Australia to-clay! 
And although the Government has, under a 
special contract with the .meatworks and the 
squatters, been able to give a great number 
of the people of Queensland cheaper meat, 
unfortunately, the big bulk of the peop.Je 
have not been able to get the benefit of It, 
because we were not able to get sufficient 
supplies .. But h?n. memb~"·s kn.ow well that 
the time JS nearmg matunty when the meat­
\Yorks contract will expire by eflluxwn of 
time, and the result I think will ftnd us-if 
we are not prepared-:-at the mercy, to a cer­
tain extent, of the big meat trust .operatmg 
in Australia to-clay. To prove, bnefly, that 
we are affected by this, let me just quote 
~rom the " Melbourne Morning Herald" of 
15th :'i'ovember, 1918. It says-

" Mr. Astor, secretarv to the Food 
M;. Petrrson.] 



1620 Profiteering [ASSEMBLY.] P1·evention Bill. 

Ministry, said the danger to be feared 
from the operations of the American 
meat trust was far more serious than 
people realised. It was a danger to 
all importing countries. The trust had 
branches in the Argentine, Australia, 
and New Zealand, and it controlled 50 
per cent. of the available importable 
world's supplies of meat. There was 
going to be a real meat e,hortage in 
Europe, but he believed the inter-Allied 
Food Council woultl be stronger than the 
meat trust, and would be able to dictate 
to that organisation." 

Mr. Massey, one of the Ministers in the New 
Zealand Cabinet, about six weeks ago was 
also complaining against the operations of 
that meat trust as far as New Zealand was 
concerned, and I believe that unless this 
Government has a Bill, which shall become 
an Act, so that it will have the power to deal 
with companies of this nature, we, too, at a 
later date, will be at the mercy of the 
American meat trust. 

I hope that this Chamber, together with 
the Upper Chamber, will pa'·S t.he measure 
speedily and give the Government an oppor­
tunity of giving the people a chanc<' to get 
a reduced cost in their living. I do not 
desire to speak at greater length. I have 
tried, in my humblP way, to plac~ before 
the Chamber what I consider to be facts, 
and no member on the other side so far 
has shown that we arc not afflicted with 
profiteering. Some of them have tried to 
apologise for it, but I believe if the people 
of Queensland were asked to give a vote, 
whether or not the Government should have 
power to deal with this very important 
question, they would vote overwhelmingly in 
favour of the Government having such power. 
(Hear, hear !) I hope the Bill will go 
through, and that as a result we will be 
able to show the people of Queensla,nd, 
seeing that in the first instance the Federal 
Government have robbed us of our powers 
to deal with it, that now that we arc free 
to deal with it we have accomplished some­
thing to reduce the cost of living. 

Mr. GUNN: I have a few words to say 
on this Bill. My name has been brought 
into the debate on more than ono occasion, 
and I would like to point out that I do not 
think there is any occasion at all for this 
Bill. I remember, when the Control of 
Trades Bill came before this House, how the 
Premier then conferred with the leader of 
the Opposition, Mr. Ryan, and how it was 
almost unanimously pass<>d in this Chamber, 
how later on it went up to another Cham­
ber, and Mr. Leahy there pointed out that 
this was not only a war measure. He moved 
an amendment to make it only a war mea­
sure, but was persuaded to withdra,~v his 
amendment. If you read " Hansard you 
will see conclusively that it is not a war 
measure, and if you read the Bill you will 
certainlv find that it is not a war measure. 

The SECRETAiw FOR PuBLIC WORKS: Read 
Mr. Denham's speech. 

Mr. GUNN: I have read them all. Then, 
when the Denham Government were m 
power they appointed a Price Fixing Board 
for the South, Central, and North. In the 
South a Mr. Watson was appointed. The 
leader of the Opposition. Mr. Ryan, moved 
the adiournment of the debate, finding fault 
with the Donham Government for making 
that appointment. He pointed out that it 
was a very unwise appointment, and said 

[Mr. Pcterson. 

some very nasty thinge. Then, when the 
Hyan Government came into power a few 
months afterwards. thev got rid uf Mr. 
vVatson, and appointed Mr. Sumncr to take 
charge of the Bill. 

:Mr. GlLLIES: A very good man, t<YJ. 

Mr. GUNK: Yes, and Mr. Sumner 
carried on for some time. At a later period 
the Federal Government broug·ht in their 
price-fixing under the War Precautions Act, 
which sup(lrscded the Queensland Act while 
it was in force. They still maintained Mr. 
Sumner in that position for a time, but after 
some time he resigned, as he said he could 
not make anything of price-fixing. 

:\1r. HAR'fLEY: Because the Commonwealth 
Govcrnnwnt vi--as not sincere. 

Mr. GUNN: I happen to have a couple of 
" Gazettes" here-one for 1914 and one for 
1916. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Have you got the '·Common­
,,-culth Gazette" there? 

Mr. GUNN: I do not want it. 
Mr. HAR.TLEY: Yes, you do. You quote 

the prices fixed by the State and those f1xed 
by the Commomvealth on the same artic1e. 

11r. GUNN: Mr. Donham, in a proclama­
tion in the " Gazette" of 27th Soptemb~ 
1914, fixed the retail price of meat. Mr. 
Hunter, when he took over charge of that 
department under the same Act. made a 
proclamation on the 14th July, 1916, and the 
two proclamations read this way-

DExHA)!. HUN TER. 

27th Sept., 1914. 14th July, 1916. 
Fil!,,t ;;teak 9d. lOd, 
Rump steak 8 9 
Sirloin 7 3 
Ribs 5 6~ 
Bee[ steak 6 7 
Corned beef 6 7 
Brisket 4~ 4~ 

H you like to look at page 1155 of Mr. 
Denham's proclamation and page 1877 of Mr. 
Hunter's proclamation, you will see there 
the prices of other commodities. This pro­
clamation was evidence that the Government 
had power, and exercised it, unde:: t~e 
Control of 'l'rades Bill. I therefore mamtam 
that there is no occasion for bringing in 
this Bill. It is only a bit of window-dressing 
or camouflage. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Now you are side-stepping. 

Nir. GU;-.JN: The Minister, when intro­
ducing the Bill, mentioned my name several 
timPs. He said I was like Diogenes looking 
with a lamp, not for -an honest man, but fm­
a profiteer. \Ve are all profiteers if it 
comes to that; but I suppose he meant an 
undue profiteer. We are all out to make 
profit. I then said and I say now-

" If we can find any man who is 
making a profit that is detrimental to 
the people of Queensland-a profit that 
is not a fair thing-then I say you should 
prosecute hin1.'' 

And I say so still. I have never been able 
to find these particularly vicious profiteers. 
I have been going, like Diogenes, with 
a lamp and have heard of profiteers here 
>md there, but have never been able to run 
them down. No doubt there are some, but 
I have not been able to locate them, neither 
has the Government ; because they had 
power under the Control of 'l'rades Bill for 
some considerable time, but ran down no 
profiteers-they only ran up the prices of 
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eomrnud:tiPs. \Vhen this Bill is passed, who 
i.; it going to hurt; it is not who is it going 
to benefit, because I do not think it is going 
to benefit anybody. It is going to hurt 
the prirnary producer. 

0Pl'OSJ1'ION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

:\1r. GUNN: That is the only man you 
'can get at. 

:'vir. HARTLEY: Poor old primary producer; 
pLtt hin, in a glass case. 

Mr. GUNK: If you are going to fix the 
price of things you bring from oYerscas, 
the merehant produces his invoices and 
>hO\vs what he has paid, and you must give 
him something for his trouble of distributing 
them and you therefore very soon get at 
"har, is a fair thing and cannot interfere 
with the prices of the commodities. You have 
tried it. lwfore-Mr. Sumncr has tried it, and 
"as Hot able to interfere with anything from 
oYersea.s. But they can fjx the price of 
lmtter, ·which is a thing that we export from 
(,inc,msland, and the'· throw the burden 
nn to Thf\ farmer. "' 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: And thev can com-
ntanc1cer it, too. ~ 

:VIr. GU:'\N: ~\nd they can commandeer 
'it. The=' can fix the pric0 of wheat, which 
g·uos Lack on to the primary producer. And 
rho,v can tlx the p_rice of meat, which goes 
back on w the pnmary producer. But the 
(n-erSC'US co1nmodities you cannot fix the 
price of. and if you are going to interfere 
wrth trw prrmary producer, what are you 
g·oing to do? You are going to make Iiim 
vu to other countries. Ho should get tho 
Yaluc of his goods, deducting carria(J'e of 
<·onrse. I. notice, according to some ~f' the 
latest srat.IstJcs, how the. people are !0aving 
therr dairy farms. Th1s 1s a very deplorable 
thing, ~nd will be accentuated as far as 
they ar~, concerned by price-fixing. 

:\Ir. H.IRTLEY: £60 cheques a month for 
cream. 

Yir. G L'N:'\: According to thew statistics. 
ill 1917, as compared with 1918. in general 
L• rmrn£ ther.c was a decrease of 2.264 adults 
-·that ·,va.s people working on the farms. In 
rl a rr:n n-~ t.hcrc \vas a decrease of 3, 907 adults, 
<>r· a to<nl of 6,171 fewer adults working on 
the farJ;;s lll 1918 than in 1917. Is not that 
a sad s~ate of affairs? Instead of fixing 

th<J prices of butter and cheese 
15.30 )'.c:l.} the Government will have to giv~ 

the fa.rnwrs more to get them to 
~-;ta."- r·~; the land. In tho area "under crop 
rh•re was a decrease of 202,441 acres. and in 
'l'f·it in_ fallow-that is, land going out of 
eulhYatJcm-therc wa5 an increase of 193,008. 
That is ~ll v_ery ~a.d r0ading to me, and 
ltrstoarl '" fixrng ttre pnccs of butter .and 
checsn ought to allow them to get the 
1mrld s parrty for what they produce. I 
could say a lot morf' about the way in which 
L11rd sf'ttkment is falling off in Queensland. 
'The pPoplo are 1eaYing the countrv and 
~>·oin~: to the city. "' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: Owing 
tu th0 bigh prices of material. 

:Hr. Gr:l'\N: Compare four vears of Den­
'lr<tm Gm·ornmf'nt with four v<':~rs of Labour 
C:'lYernment. Between 1911 ;J.nd 1914 a total 
d 6.965 farms under agricultural homestead 
<md prerpetual lease conditions were taken 
up, or m average per year of 1,741. Then 
T.Phour eame into power, and from 1915 to 
1918 thee was a total of 3366, or an average 
(JL'r ye a.r of 841 farms. The total of all 

classes of selection, except pastoral lease. 
was 11.841 in Dcnham's time from 1911-1914, 
or an ayerage of 2,960 per year. In Labour's 
time. 1815-1918, the total was 5,991, or an 
aYeragc per year of 1,497. 

::\Ir. MonGAN: One-half ! 

Mr. GUKN: More than one-half. If that 
doPs not show that the people are leaving· 
r.he land, I do not know what does. People 
talk abt;ut fixing the price of hoe£. They 
fmgrt that the majority-I might almost say 
the big majority-of people who own cattle 
arc small people. The total number of cattle 
owners in Queensland in 1917 was 40,664, of 
whom 38,720 owned cattle in herds of under 
301 head. That leaves only 1,944 owners of 
herds of over 300 each-and I do not think 
there arc manv millionaires 1vho own 300 
head. If you h·urt one of those men owning 
300 head, by fixing his prices, you g-rievous!~· 
hu1·t twenty per~ons, Pach owning 300 head, 
so I say it is dangerous to interfere with the 
prinu1ry producer. 

?dr. HARTLEY: Fix the price of wire and 
galvanised iron. 

Mr. GUNN: You cannot fix the price of 
wire or galvanised iron, because you irnport 
it. The only things of which you can fix the 
price arc things that Australia produces. 
and if you start interfering with them, people 
who grow those corrmodities will find it 
bettPr to go to some other country where 
they arc not interfered with by price-fixation. 
Every a ward that comes out gives better con­
ditions to the man in the city. and the con­
sequence is that when the dairy far1ner's 
son conws to the Exhibition in Brisbane he 
perhaps goes back and says to his father: 
" I saw so and so at the show. Ho is in a 
very good position running a tram or some­
thing or other. I think I will live in the 
city. I >vill send you 10s. or £1 a week, 
and that _,·ill help you on the farm." He 
goes down and p0rha ps rrwets a nico girl and 
gets married. Then his sister con1os down 
to s\a,v with him and she gets married, and 
aftcl' a time the noor old man and woman 
are left alone on the farm without their 
children. Tlwy are all away in the city. 
After a time the man and the woman get 
old a11d they hav<J to go to live with their 
'on·in-law or their daughter-in·law in the 
city. and the land goes into fallow and the 
big pastoralist runs cattle over the farm that 
once was producing wheat or butter. 

\Ve hear a great deal about undue profits. 
If any priyate firm in Brisbane were allowed 
to bu'v fish from the fishermen at 3d. per lb. 
anci SClJ it at OYPr 6d., they WOuld he called 
profiteers. There would he immediately a 
cry. "Deal >Yith the profiteer!" Yet that is 
what the Gonrnment arc doing-giving 3d. 
per lb. and retailing- it at an averag-e of 
oYer 6d.-making 100 per cent.-and yet 
they are not making it pay. Then the 
GoYernment made a forced contract with the 
mcatworks to buy meat at 3d. to 3~d. which 
they are selling at an average of 5d. They 
make on the a>·erage a nrofit of 70 per cent.. 
and thev do not even kill it. They send the 
meat to· the meatworks up the river or across 
the river, who kill it for them, and then thev 
sell it at an average of 70 per cent. profit 
and only just make thB business pay, even 
without paying rates and taxes on their 
shops. 

Mt·. COLLtKS: Do the people get cheap 
meat? That is the main question. 

Mr. Gunn.) 
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:Wr. GUNN: If the butchers of Brisbane 
were allowed to do the same thing, they would 
make a fortune out of it. This cry about the 
profiteer is a. v-er.v nice cry on v;hich to go 
to the country, a vory useful cry. It is a cry 
that the party opposite exploited very well 
four years ago. 

::\1r. Cor.Lrxs: Is not the Prim0 ::VIinister 
going to Australia on the question of hant;·ing 
the profiteer? 

Mr. GUNN: Well, I say it is a very nice 
electioncNing cry. In a pamphlet issued four 
:years ago on " r_rhc high cost of liYing. \Vho 
is to blame ?"-I have it in mv box, but I 
do not want to los.c it, so I have'taken a copy 
-I find-

" The Labour party will emlcavonr to 
cheapen the cost of living by attacking 
the cause of high prices." 

::Yir. \VHITFORD: \Ve are going to do it. 

::Ylr. GUNN: I do not know what thev have 
attacked in the way of high prices. ' I seo 
that they hav.c fixed bed at ld. per lh. higher 
than the Dcnham Government. The first 
method mentioned is-

" By regulating trusts and co1nbines." 
They have hecn in power four years-what 
trust or combine havP they regulated' I do 
not know of anv. 'That was their t'lertion 
cry. 'The next n:1ethod was-

" ,By destroying injurious monopolies." 
\Vhat lllJurious monopoly have they 
destroyed? I have sPcn no monopoly that 
they ha vn even attacked. They have only 
passe·d Acts of Parliament. You want actions. 
besides Acts of Parli amcnt. 

Mr. HARTLEY: \Ve could not get past the 
first monopoly-the upper House. 

:VIr. Gl:.:N)J: Another. method \1as-
" By putbeg in gaol the cornercr of 

o;:upplics." 

\Vhat cornN·er of supplies have thcv put in 
gaol? They said that the pastoralists cor­
nered cattle and would not SPnd them to thc 
meatworks. Thev said that the far.mer 
cornered wheat st'acks. and wonld not send 
them to the market. \Yhv di·d thev not put 
them in gaol? Another 1;1ethod was-

" By preventing the clestruetion of 
wholesome food." 

That alludes to some fish, I suppose, that was 
destroyed during J\Ir. Barnes's time as Tr·ca­
'urer. It went Sad or thcv coul·cl not sell it­
I forget which. This Government came along 
and the fishermen catch fish at Southport. 
Thev send it to market at South Brisbane, 
hut they have nlentv of fish there and they 
dump rt-scnd it back or dump it in the river. 
They dump far worse than ever. Th-e next 
method was-

" By establishing better methods of 
food distribution." 

\Yhat bettm· metho-ds of food distribution 
have they established? 

Mr. HARTLEY: State butcher's shops and 
fish shops. 

::Ylr. GUNN: I do not know that the State 
butcher's shops have given better distribution. 
I'he Government have commandeered meat 
and .ar.e distributing it cheap<'r, but there is 
no better distribution. Under the old method 
the butcher used to come round and deliver 
your meat. 

Mr. MORGAN: The tramways arc getting 
the extra moncy. 

Mr. GUNN: In the old way you ordered 
your meat and you ~lid not have to pay 

[Mr. Gunn. 

cash. You got a monthly bill. In JW<'-

6Pnt way, if you arc a poor pe:r:5on and 
yonr pay is not due, you cannot g'(t ~vonr ITIPat 

until pay day. No cash, no meat! 
Mr. \YHITFORD: Do you not belicv•e m the 

cash system_? 
:VIr. Gl:.:NN: Of course I do beb'" tht 

cash sy·<tem, hut many a time ha> c I ' 
son1ebody poorer than n1ysclf by giving 
~rcdit, and tho storekeeper is keeping the 
"cock:v" going far more than the Govern­
n1cnt in tbe country disb·icts, and in thP snnH' 
''ay the stor<>k<>epE'r i~ keeping the fo"ickc1· 
going far 1nore than the Governrnont a.re 
doing. The pamphlet went on to say--

" If you want to keep do•.• ll the cost. 
of liYing·, vote for the Labour candidate.~,-

GOVERNl\IFNT :VIE1'IBERS: Hear, h"ar; 

:llfr·. GU='lN: The> voted for tlw Labour 
candidate and they sent him into this House, 
and tho cost of li,·ing has gone up in QuOf'ns­
land at a greater rat" than in u:v other 
State. It is no use blar..'1ing the Federal 
Govcrn1nent, because they rule equally in aH 
the other States. 

::Yir. HARTLEY: \Vait until you ,,.,~ wa[!ee 
go np to equal it. 

:Mr. GUXl'\: \Vhom w:ls tl1ie c-ompiJ,,d bY·: 
It wa6 compiled by "E. G. rrhcodore aud 
.J. A. Fihelly for the campaign committee of 
the Queensland Labour party." {Lauo:hter.) 
Before they carno into po\v-er '.Ye- wore told 
that the sa\vn1illers were forming; a t·omhiul' 
and that they wonld fix up this comhnc-they 
were going to start a mill and cut cheap 
timber. They started a sawmill or several 
sav.·n1ill.;;;:, but I sec that fruitgrc_y:sers prefer 
to go to vri' a to rnills because they .;:i;;c then1 
fruit cases chc<:qJP.r. The-n, again, last :rear 
o ,. the year before, they sent three-quarten: 
of a million feet of timber to th<e Southern 
States. This Y<'ar thcv sent half millioa 
ft>d of timber caway. c 

:Mr. IIARTLEY (Fitzroy): I ri"' to " 
point of order. I want to know if the hall. 
lflCinber is in order in diseussing- on thi q Bin 
the pric's and the P'.:port of timber to• 
Southern Statco? 

The SPEAKER: It is my opioric;n that it 
is perfectly in order. (Hear, hear:) 

2'.1r. GT;='lN: More has been sent to thP 
Southern States than bf.:-fore, and thP GoYcru­
mcnt, if they had been thoughtfui fnr tht 
people of Queensland, could ha Ye snhl. it t'~ 
the people in Queensland who '"anted 1t. I 
would like to see the price of log- t im bel' 
lcavino· bv rail or sea raised so that i1: could 
be keJ7t i'n Qucemltlncl. (Hear, hear 1) IY" 
arc the greatest pro-ducer' of all tiLe States "' 
far as ti1nbcr is concerned. and if Vl{' arP 11ot 
careful, we will denude our forests and hanl· 
no timber left at all. 'l'hat is one thing thP). 
f<1ilcd in. Then, there is the fish. !Laughter.) 
Do not hon. member::; rcinmnber thC' cry that 
the" Dagoos" were making a fortune? It \Ya~ 
said "vVo will see to that. We will st:crt fish 
shoj~S. \Ve will get a trawler, trawl the fi~h. 
and giYe the people cheap fish." ,The fish 's 
clearer no\v than oYer 1t was. 'lhe venturt> 
shows a loss, not a profit. I do not 'mind the· 
Government catching fish and selling it to the 
people, but I do not see why they should han• 
made a monopoly of the fish business. A g·ent le­
man named Mr. 2\llarwedal had a trawler 
many years ago, and sent it toowling outsi{1!; 
the Bav. He found the bottom~ were not con .. 
ducive" to good trawling. In that _<::ase a 
private individual failed. The first tnnc the 
Government trawler goes out the net; catch 
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nn the rocks, and I believe £300 was lost. It 
is net the fault of the men \Yorking the t.ra,vl 
or of the trawl itself. There are several 
candy patches, but these wrdchod Torie,: will 
JJOt let tho fish got into the sandy patches. but 
keep them on rocks. (Laughter.) So it i-· 
with all the other industries. Take the case 
of the linw~crushing. Th0v went into n1y 
electorate, and were golng to show every1xlC1y 
how to crush lime. That prove a dead failure. 
Thev also started an arsonic n1ine in 1n·"~ 
<list;ict. I am happy to say I think that the 
arsenic rr1ine is going to bo a great success so 
far as getting arl:lcnic is concerned. But man 
cannot live by arsonic alone. (Laughter. I 
Then, one of the speakers said something 
about motor-can> sent to France bv tho 
Americans being burnt wholPsalc rathe1· thau 
give them to the British. If my information 
is right, that is not true, because I ea\v in 
one of the late <:ablcs that tlw Americans had 
handPd over all their war supplies to tlw 
Fronch people at a very moderate price. I 
think it mentioned th<Jt many motor-cus were 
handed over to the French people. \Yho will 
be able to uso them in France. v\-e hear all 
sarts of things about the destruction of pro­
perty, but I am like Dlogcncs-I am looking 
with the lamp to find the people who dcstro,v 
all this pro])ort_v when there is somebody eleB 
who is willing to buy it. If there is anybod.v 
"\villi11g to purchase 1notor-cars, I think who­
eYCJ' owns them will sell them at the h<'t 
,-alue to him. Tt doee, not matter twoponc·o 
whether this Bill is passed or not. The 
Governn1cnt have plenty of povver under the 
Control of 'Trade Act. This is lwoug,'l1t fm'­
ward only to tickle the ears of the electors, 
particularly <lt a timP whf'n tbere is a. 
Federal election. It will bo good stuff with 
which to go to the country and a lmsc l'vh. 
Hughes-to point out that ho did not do this 
or that. and to say they are prepared to bring 
this Act into farcc. The GoYcrnmcnt \Yill 
find they are just as impotent as they werc 
when they had 1\lr_ Sumner fixing the prices 
lx>fore. 

:Mr. TAYLOR (TF inrlsor): I think the 
greatest disappointment most of us had in 
listening to the speE'ch of tho Minietcr, when 
introducing this Bill, \\"as in the fact that. 
while he suggested certain remedies should 
l1c introduced in order to control what he 
termed "profite0ring," he did not n1cntion a 
single word about the fact that, if we wishNl 
to clear profiteering out of the St<lte, one 
thing that .,vas neC("'-sary "\vas nlOl'P production 
and ITlOf() work. I-Ie quite ignored that a~pt;~C'b 
of the question. He did not say a word about 
\vhat production 1vas going to do, or "-hat 
more work would do. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Oh, yc3! 
I did. 

::\Ir. TA YLOR: ~·ell, I listened Yery care, 
fully to his speech, a11d I haye re<1ci it in 
"Hansard_" I think one of the most promi­
nent features of such a spee('h should have 
been in the direction of more work and 
increased production. The Bill seems ta me· 
to savour very largely of a n1an g-oing out to 
grub a tree and starting at the topmost 
branch instead of at the root. Bv some 
laborious means he gets up to the topmoBt 
branch, and with a little bit of a tomahawk 
starts to knock off some of the small branches_ 
.Any measure which has for its object the 
betterment of the conditions of the peovlo 
must nave the support of ever:v sensible man. 
The Minister, in this Bill, should have con­
fined himself to the two pc.:'ticule.r things 
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which hc mcdioncd, and the of 
a Conunissioner. I fnil to ~" • ~~ vve ,,\-ant 
all this othC'r ·· tri,pe " and '• tarr<...dlddlt)'' 
because it is nothing (•lse, in CUI!IlC~tion -..vith 
thitS rnatter. In giYing a surnma.ry -;yhat 
he considered the 1neasure co.ntn.ined, r·'acl 
out this-

" Every person commits an offence 
who-- · 

(a) :Monopolises or attempts to mon­
opolise or combines or conspires ,,~ith 
any other person to monopolise wholly 
or partially tho demand or supply in 
Queensland or an:· part thereof of any 
rommodity; 

if such 1nonopol" or control is of such ~t 
nature as to be contrary to the public 
interest." 

).;o ono on this sidP of the I-ious0 is op~lo~ct_l 
to that. Then lw rPad out thi"--. 

" (b) Combines or conspires with any 
other person to control, wholly op 
partially, the demand or supply or 
price in Qlleensland or any part thereof 
of any commodity; 

if such monopoly or control is of such a 
nature as to be contrary to the public 
interest.'' 

\V0 are all in fayour of that. \Vhat do we 
find all this other rubbish here for • It is 
nothing else but rubbish-half the contents 
of thi'' Bill-and the :Minister and the mem­
b"rs on the Gon'rnmPnt side know it perfectly 
well. Profiteering, I contend, is largely a 
cry so far as Qnecnsland is concerned. The 
fact that high prices prevail in quite a 
number of direciions for quite a numbflr of 
c.:orrnnoditics is not evidence that profite•ering 
is in existence in regard to those cornn1odi­
tics. There arc quite a number of contribut­
ing thing-s which have tended to increase· · 
the cost of living ·ch1ring the past four year". 
You cannot take 30,000,000 or 40,000,000 
people-probably thEJre were nearly that 
number when '\OU consi·der the numbe-r of 
refugees and those who had to fly from their 
homes and add them to the number of men 
who were on the battlefields-for a pe·riod 
of four years from the various a venues of 
production and restore the balance a few 
short months after the war is over. It takes· 
years of work to rt"'to1·e what previously were 
flourishing communities. Profitecring may 
be in existence in son18 dircctjons; no doubt, 
it is_ But I think, when the Minister came­
along with a mcasure such as this, he should 
have pqt before· the members of this Chamber 
some substantial eviden'ce of where it was 
working to the detriment of the people. 
What do we find the Minister doing"! He 
read out the· names of nine companies doing 
business in Australia. Some of these com­
panies were doing- business largely in New 
Zealand, and some of them in other parts of 
the world. He read out the amount of profits 
and reserYes, comparing, I think, the years 
1916 and 1918. If we examine the figmes 
of those nine companies, what do we find? 
There was ono small company of about 
£78 000, whose head office is in Queensland, 
whi~h adde·d £7,000 to its rese·rves, Not 
one of the othei· companies has its bead 
office in Queensland_ The business they do 
in Queensland is small compared with what 
thev do in othPr States. If the Mrmster 
div~ded the whole of the profits of those nine 
companies, and the whole amount of money 
the_v have put to the reserves, it would mean 
a little over a pound note to every man, 
woman, and child in the Commonwealth. 

A1r. 'Paqjlor.] 
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That \' ould not add very m11och to their 
matc•rial comfort in any ,hape or form. 
Yet ''"" have trotted out such stuff as that, 
when we know there is really nothing in it 
at all-that there is a. good deal of "tarra­
diddle" in it. My idea is that the high 
cm.t of living at the present time is con­
tributed to more by the· drought than by 
anything P!se. I venture to say that if we 
had 6 jnches of rain, distributed throughout 
·the Cnlllmonwealth of Australia before the 
end the present week, and falling over 
two we would find the biggest slump 
in prices Australia hao ever known, without 
any g'ovcrrnnental control, ,,Tithout any com­
missionPr. to 'ee that the prices should be 
cLJrtaikcl in any direction. It is the scarcity 
of tho necessary articles of life. and it is 
tctP extraordinary demand coming from all 
parts of the world, that are the main con­
tributing factors in the present high cost 
of living. In a lesser degree industrial 
troubk and higher wages are taking their 
part in contributing to that high cost. There 
is no doubt that decreased production is 
onP nf the main features which has accen­
tuated the high cost of living. The Minister 
made an oxtraordinar.v statement or two in 
his 'peach. He said that the greater pro­
duction, the higher the prices. I have never 
hoard such an extraordinary statement in my 
life. It is quite evident to me that, after 
the :Yiiniste•r has ha-d about twelve months in 
eharge• of the industrial enterprises of the 
GoYernment, he will change his opinion­
probably a good while before that-because, 
if ilw1·casod production means anything at 
all-and it doc·s mean a lot-it means lesser 
cost and lesser prices. Then he introducocl 
the· matter of the wheat. and said that 
thousands of tons of wheat had rotted in 
Australia during the past three or four years. 
U nfo1·tunately, we know that, to a great 
0'':tent, that is true; but vve also know that, 
unless certain control had been taken of the 
wheat in lwstralia during that period. the 
loss would have been Yory much greater. 

(,'{iUi1lg suspe11ded fmm G p.-rn. to 7 p. m.) 

:\11-. TAYLOR (continuing): At the tea 
adjounnnont I was speaking on various mat­
tel'S :cs.Jociated with what we may term pro­
fiteering. During the course of this debate 
th<' matter of the price of wheat and bread 
ha~ bt,en rderrccl to by sevm-al hon. members. 
.-'\ny member who is cognisant at all of the 
whc>at and bread prices that exist to-clay 
throughout thP world must know perfectly 
well thut, so far u.· Australia is concerned, 
"" are being f0d with bread much cheaper 
than other countn-. \Vhcn one considm·s 
that was only in the. short space of between 
fout· and five yearF that the Queensland 
GoYPr:nrncnt and other GoYPr11n1ents in _1_\us­
tralia \V€l'C , obliged, on account of the 
shortage of \Vheat, to itnpod quite a lot into 
this country in ordPr that the people might 
be f,_,,J.. ono must tJP struck hv the extra­
onlin;ny change that has taken ·place -dm·ing 
the p;"t few vears. Thl' fact remains that we 
haYP be-en ab,le to n1aintain our;:,elves. As a 
matter of fact, during thP war period Aus­
tralia has disposed of £250.000,000 of wheat 
nnd wool. That sho\\">' what a \Yonderful coun­
try Australia is, and, if properly organised, 
look w;1at it is capable of doing. During this 
debate a considerable amount of abuse was 
"hmkd by the Minister for Public Works 
upon the Prime Minister of Australia and 
upon the Federal Government for what thev 
'failPd to do. Anyone who has watched th:C, 
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c-ourse of events during the war mu.st know 
that, had it not been for a certain action 
taken by the l'rime Minister during his first 
visit to England, when he purchased the 
Corumon\vcalth line of steamers, a con­
siderable quantity of our wheat could not 
have got to the old world at all. vV e 
know that freights <Lre high at the present 
time, and they will continue high for ·a con­
siderable tim" yet. Yet we know that the 
fact of the existence of that line of steamers 
helped largely to keep prices down. (Hear, 
hear!) It has been said that our farmers 
arc not getting London pm·it::·. Hon. mBm­
bers know perfectly well that to reduce the 
price of bread or wheat below the present 
ruling prices in Austra.lia would simply mean 
ruination to the wheat farmer. It has been 
pointed out in this Chamber on many occa­
sions that probably one of the most unprofit­
able crops that our farmers engage m 1s 
wheatgrowing. It is very rarely th'lt they 
get 5s. a bushel for their wheat, and we 
know that the a.verage crop of wheat in 
\.ustralia is something about thirteen or 

fourteen bushels an acre. Hon. members <"an 
work that out thmnsclves and see what a 
man will get off 200 or 300 acres of wheat, 
c\·cn if he g·ots that price. To argue that 
we should get a cheaper loaf is absolutely 
impossible. \Ye cannot produce it cheaper 
than we an producing it in Australia and 
'en·i11g it out to the people, so there is no 
justification for those remarks at all. The 
l'1·ime J\.Iinister was ruundl-v abused for what 
he did not do and for wh;;,t he should have 
-clnne. \Ye were also told bv the Minister 
th<Lt the Commonwealth Government pre­
Yented the Queensland Government from 
doing what it would have liked to do, but 
we find the Prime Minister. speaking in 
Brisbane last week, said that the Queensland 
G OV('n>mcnt had unrestricted powers and that 
it wa.~ not fettered in any way by any 
action the Federal Government took to con­
trol price.-. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PuBLIC \VORKS: He is 
absolutely wrong. 

Mr. TAYLOR: That is wha.t Mr. Hughes 
said, at any rate. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC vVORI{S : The 
High Court determined that matter, not Mr. 
I-Iughes. 

Mr. TAYLOR: It is remarkable that the 
PrimC' Ylinistcr should get up in a large 
public mc•cting and make that statement. 
Hon. members opposite know perfectly well 
that they have those powers, but they failed 
ignominiously and abject!:,-. They failed 
whPn they had the "Allinga," their own 
boat. to carry provisions. vVhat happened 
to the "Ailing a"? It was tied up at the 
Brisbane wharves for weeks and weeks. 
¥\'hose fault was that? The figures given to 
us b,- :Mr. Knibbs, the Commonwealth 
Statistician, show us plainly and clearly that 
in no State of the Commonwealth has the 

. cost of living gone up more than in Queens-
land. Hon. members opposite say that that 
is the fault of the Federal Government. but 
the Federal Government rules the other 
States the same as Queensland, yet, notwith­
standing that, we cannot get away from J\1r. 
Knibbs's figures that the cost of living has 
!'(One up in Queensland since the present 
Govmnment has been in power. In addition 
to that, production has fallen off. At one 
time we used to send to the Southern State' 
of Australia £200,000 or £300,000 worth of 
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1lJatZ<'. This year the drought has so 
a cl Ye1·- t 1y affected the production of maize 
that "''' a.ro not ablr, to send anv out of this 
countr all-in fact. we haYC hardlv 
f'l10L!_!2,1l our ovru requiren1cnts, and wC 
ha Ye to pay a high price for it. To what 
is that high prieD due? 

:\1r. HIOHDAN: Because thev allow YOU and 
J)enhctln and Barncs to carrY on. .. 

:\fr. TA YLOR: If the hon. gentleman 
maJ...:p..., ;' :-:·-,nsible illtPrjection, I will reply to 
1t, but i,o 1nakc an irrelcYant rcrnark about 
Banw a.nd Denhrc2n and rnysc>lf is simply 
hmnbcu . The reason for the high price is 
this: i mtead of getting 50 or 60 b11slwls 
pL•r acn" the fanners arP Dnly getting 10, 
20, und 30 bushels p(~r acre. That is 
the• n ·<m for tlw high price of maize. If 
the farmers got a crop approaching anything 
like ti1at of prPYiou.:s Yl':-trs. \VC ~hould uot 
have high prlct>s ruling at the present 
1 imc. :Minister referred to the (]Ltestion 
of l"eu(ill'l" and the profit made out of boots. 
\\hat this Government been doing so 
·far as is concerned? r:rhcv haYP been 

possibly can to gd .. the highest 
for their hides from their own 

Statr· in the Southern States. The 
'GOVC'l'll1!h'!1t have not ClldeayourNl to providE~ 
the people of Que<'nsla.nd with food at a 
rcasuna !J]P price. vY<' know that perfectly 
>~dl. and they have not done anything to 

the people with l<:ather at a reason­
I asked a question the other day, 
told that there wcr<• 2.000 hides 
the Southern Statr". That was 

shiprnent hv a.nv mPans. "\Ve 
back those s~If~sa~'nc hides rnadc 

into foot\\"ear for the people of this State. 

:VIr. L'OLLINS: Are you in fa ,-our of a 
Sta.tL' t:nu~('ry? 

:Ill-. TXYLOR.: \Yith roil"arti to State 
f'lltcn !l'JS('S generally, I am opposed to then1. 
·but 'i·'.l<' have my sympathy and suppmt. I 
'Hlll in favour of a State cannery for soldiers. 

Hon . . ]. G. APPEL: IIc said "tannery." 

ML TA YLOR : I am not in favour of a 
Stat<· . I have s~en enough of State 
entorpn'PS make me do all I can to 
prevent any more being established. There 
arc an~, amount of 6plendid tanneries in 
existence, but, unfortunately, we have not 
got enough boot fadories in this State. 
Instea c~ \. { 1 n1porting goods frorn the Southern 
Statec ''"" ·hould be sending them' the manu­
factur-.d .crticle. \Ye should encourage these 
industries by all th~ means we possibly can. 
The lesislation which has been introduced 
"IJy the present Government has hampered 
those PN:ondary industries and not given 
them the encourag~ment they deserve. We 
should try to develop all tho industries we 
can in Qut'ensland, but instead of doing that. 
this GovE'rnment puts a break on them, and 
the• result is that we have to suffer. \Ve 
suffer from high prices and we suffer from 
a shortage of commodities, and eo long as the 
legislation which has been introduced into 
this ChambPr for some time continues, thGn 
om· industries will be discouraged and the 
·cost d living will keep up instead of going 
-down. 

With regard to the price-fixing by the 
Government, I would like to know who bears 
the brunt of all this business right from the 
~tart·: l contend 1t i.~ the primary producPr 
--thr· mal) on the land. (Hear, hear!) He has 
to \York seven days a week, and anything 

from fourteen to sixteen ham's a day, in 
order that the people in the cities and towns 
111ay b(• supplied with th(' ncccssarie~ of 
life and live in comfort. Not only the man 
on the land, but his wife and family and his 
whole household have to work long hours 
each day in the work of production. Yet I 
heard one hon. member interject that the 
primary producer should not be considered 
at all. He really does not count at all. for 
he is not i11 this bnsinG'-'S at all. As a matter 
of fact, every m an Pngaged in the secondary 
industriPs in this Stttto is being carried 
along on the back of the man on the land. 
Instead of hampering him, we shon\.d give 
him encouragernent. Because a man happen~ 
to be on land producing the necessary com· 
moditie, uf lif0. why should he be madL' to 
bear t.ho burden of all taxtttion and legisla­
tion? Is there any particular reason ,,-hy 
he should be singled out to bear th<; who.le 
burden" I contend that, as far as we are 
concerned, iho people in the cities and towns 
have a great asset in the man and woman 
cngag~d in agricultural life. 'fhey are the 
people who are helping to develop thts 
country. 

Mr. CAUTER: You do well out of th~m. 

Mr. 'I'AYLOR: And you are doing better. 
(Laughter.) I retmn them something for 
what I do. but vou live on them. You 
return them 1:othii1g, but ~impl~· sit in thP 
Chamber ttncl bark and howl. {Laughter.) 

Ji.Ir. RroRDAN: You are a parasite. 

Mr. TA YLOR: And you are a parasite on 
parasites. {Laughter.) 

The SPEAKER : Ord<:r ! Order! 

::VIr. 'I'AYLOR: The prevailing high 
prices arc not an indication of the fact that 
proftteering prevails. I can show how the 
mattqr exists to-day. Take on~ of our stable 
primary industries, the wool mdustry. Are 
the pastoralists or the r;e.oplo .of Au.straha 
rbponsiblo for the prevallmg htg·h pnces_ of 
wool in London? They have got notlung 
whatever to do >vith the high rate ruling. 

Mr. COLLIXS: Do you say that it should 
be rt'gulat~d on the London price? 

Mr. TAYLOR: It has been a good thing 
for Austi·alia and for the Government that 
the high prices are prevailing. \Vhother 
Londor{ should control the priCB or not, I say 
that if a man is growing wool ir: Auotralia 
and he can get Ss. or 6s. per lb. m London, 
Belgium, or France, if any Government of 
this country say<> that so far as the people 
of this country are concerned they should 
sell their wool at ls. 6d. or 2s. per l.b., then 
I contend that the Government whiCh says 
that should make up the differ"nce to the 
woolgrowers from the whole of the people 
of this country. (Hear. hear!) I do not see 
why they should have to carry the burden of 
clothing people any more than other men 
engaged in any other industry.. The. hon. 
member says-If I understand him ang.ht­
" Get 6s. a lb. for your wool in London, 
but we must haYO it at 2s. a lb. here." If we 
are going to have it at 2s. here in order to 
have cheaper clothing, I _contend the whole 
of the people should contnbuto the di!J"erence 
between what the man can get outside a_nd 
what the Government are _prepared to gtve 
him. There is no doubt m my :nmd that 
the slogan of tht) Governm~nt, mstead of 
being eo much this profiteermg c:ry, should 
be how thGY can increase productiOn. Some 
of the greatest minds in the world who have 

Mr. Ta.ylor.] 



1626 Profiteering [ASSBMBLY.J Pt·evention Bill. 

studied the question-the American Food 
Commissioner and other men who haYe been 
in touch with the present pric0s and the 
present scarcity-know perfectly well that 
if we arc to have an alteration or a reduc­
tion in value, and arP. going to feed and 
clothe our people at lesser money, it must 
be by increased production. Instead of that, 
we are tinkering here with a Bill which, 
"' to speak, proposes to grub out a tree by 
starting at the topmost branches. 

Mr. COLL1XS: The United States are 
boing 1,000,000 people a year. 

:Yrr. TA YLOR: All the States are losing 
(•very\vhere; and wo are going to lose so 
iong as we go on as at present. We had 
:lone of this trouble with regard to profiteer­
ing before the war. I'Ve have passed through 
four or flve years of the greatest turmoil 
•. nd trouble ever known, and are reaping the 
harvest of it now, and it is going to be a 
long time before things come back to normal. 
It is not going to bring them back to normal 
by introducing a Bili such as this. Now, 
who is going to control the prices? 

:Ylr. vVHITFORD: The worker. 

:Ylr. TA YLOR : This Bill says that the 
:!vliuistcr is going to control the prices. I 
would advise the hon. member to read clause 
6. \Ye g'~t a whole lot about a Commissioner 
and U5sessors, but it all has to be controlled 
under the direction of the Minister. He can 
say wha.t the price slrall be, how it shall be 
controlled, appoint the officers, and do OYery­
thing in connection with this matter. 

}.h. vVHITFORD: He is representing the 
worker. 

Mr. TA YLOR : The Commissioner is only 
f!oing to be a fignrehead; he is going to have 
absolutely no power to control prices or 
remedy the existing defects. He will simply 
;ro along with recommendations to the 
Minister, who will look through then1 and 
say what shall be. ~We are told that the 
Commissioner and other officers shall not 
be members of Parliament nor hold parti­
··ular offices nor yet be engaged in business. 
\Vh;y: doe' not the same a pnly to the 
::VIuuster? \Vhy single out certain indivi­
duals and then say that all this tremendous 
power set forth in this Bill shall be possessed 
by the _reponsible Minister who shall occupy 
tlw position at the particular time. 

l\lr. COLLIKS: \Yhat do you suggest? 

Mr. •r A YLOR : I should suggest that the 
Commissioner should have full and complete 
power apart from any Minister, that the 
recommendations and directions shall not be 
~ubject to any Minister. The Commissioner 
is the man who should have control the 
man who has knowledge and experience: and 
who should be able to control it in a proper 
v. ay. and which I contend no Minister­
whether National, Liberal, or Labour-has; 
lJ,~ would be. to a certain extent biassed bv 
his political beliefs. ' · 

I do not intend to delay the House any 
further. As I said in starting, the Minister 
placed before this House, in introducing this 
Bdl, a summary dealing with the clause 
appointing his Commissioners "to carry out 
a 11 that they seek to find out, etc."; but in 
:readmg the Minister's speech we find hardly 
one case where he is able to put his finger 
on actual profiteering. He brings in the 
tobacco trust, but people do not eat 
t.Qbacco; som~ of them chew it and a good 
many sn:<?ke 1t; but, so far as the necessar:y 
commodities of hfe are concerned, he failed 
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to show any particular instance where pro· 
f\teering was being carried out to the detri­
ment of the best interests of the people of 
tho State. The Bill, as it exists at present. 
cNtainlv will not have my support. I would 
like to . sec some measure introduced which 
"·ould, as the leader of the Opposition pointed' 
out after making inquiries beforehand to 
find ont tlw cause 0f things-whe~lwr the~v 
exiRt-then bring forward a rcnwdy to deal 
"~ith it, instead of all the provisions which,~., 
f-ind wrappPd up in this particular JH•_•asure 
which, to lllV n1ind, is nothing ebe hut an 
t'!cctioJwcring Bill. Electioneering Bills are 
introduced at times. and I suppose all 
GoYernments are prone to make use of them; 
but I hope that whatever is done will be in 
tho best interests of Queensland, and that 
our primar·,, producers will not bo sacrificed 
for any crY for cheap prices and so chase 
them off the land as has been the ,, tSe at 
1n·e::;;t~nt in 1nany instances. 

l\lr. ELPHINSTO""'E (Oxlry): The Clfinis­
ter. in introducing this Bill, cast the whole 
blame of the high cost of l i ,-ing upon tbo 
Federal Government, and although certain 
members haYe referred to this que-stion 
JHC'Yiously, it is necessary to kv0p or::. 1T")C'at­

ing the statements so that the people of 
Queensland can 0xacth nndorshnd what has 
been the position with regard to q10 con­
trolling of prices in Queensland dunng the 
past four or five years. The leader of the 
Opposition pointed out that in the 0 , ar 1914 
the DPnham Government introduced n Con­
trol of Prices Bill, which, in my judgment, 
was a very excellent Bill. becaucc it anti­
cipated that, with the usual contr?l ~f tradG 
being n'w.oved. there would be mlhndua Is 
who would endeavour to exploit the people 
by unduly raising the cost of food. The 
Donham Government operated that Bill and, 
if I remember rightly, Mr, VVatson was the 
Comptroller of Prices in Queensland under 
the Denham Administration. Wlwn the 
present Gov0rnment took office, his position 
was taken by Mr. Sumner, who CN'tainly 
did his utmost to trtckle an extremely diffi­
cnlt proposition. The actual views of this 
Government upon the question of the fixation 
of prices, I think~ arc very aptlv dr al1; w~th 
in their book "Socialism at \York. wluch 
gives three or four years' history 'of . the, 
Labour Administration. On page 26 th1s 1s 
what the present Government says-

" State regulation of prices had gone 
but a short distance towards affording 
protection. Every effort at restriction 
was met with protests from retailers and 
produc0rs, who declared the Price Con­
trol Board were threatening them with 
ruin. rr~here was no means of checking­
the accuracy, or otherwise. of these 
daims: and between the fleeced con­
sumers on one side and the complainers 
on the other, the Government was placed 
in a false position. Ministers knew full' 
well that an extortionate price was being 
charged for a necessary article of diet ; 
but, until establishing the State shop, 
there was no evidence with which to 
prove anv such contention. Neither were· 
there J)l',;:ctical means for dragginc:; down 
prices to a fair level." 

On page 32 of the same book this remark is 
made-

" Experience. both within and outside, 
the Commonwealth, notably in America, 
has shown how 111any and serious an~ 
the difficulties standing in the- way of 
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logislativQ control or restriction of the 
combination of capitalists in restraint of 
trade." 

:\ly obj oct in referring to those• passages is 
that, when the \Var Precautions Act was 
introduced by the existing Federal Govern­
ment, the State Government was glad enough 
to get rid of those• price-fixing .attempts, 
because every rnaTh must knuw vou are 
tackling an exceedingly difficult pr~blem in 
ttw question of price-fixing. The Federal 
GoYernmont, under the· VVar Precautions Act, 
tssued certain tables, fixing the prices o£ 
certain con;modities. Hon. members oppo­
stte complamed that that was merely a farce 
and was not put into operation althouo-h 
there \vas no lack of desire to ~·ive cffe

0
ct 

thct·eto; but it was nearly impracticable 
to put such a scheme• into operation, as I will 
endf'a\'our to show later. Hon. gentlemen 
opposite contend that the Commonwealth 
dopriyed them of . powers they hitherto 
cnJ<YVed of controllmg the price of food­
,;tuffs. The hon. member who has just 
resumed his seat stated that. That position 
1s refuted by the Prime Minister in his 
spee·ch at \Vynm1m on the 22nd, when he 
made this statement-

"As to proflteering, the Labour party 
had stated that the reason it had abated 
ih attacks on the profiteers was because 
the Commonwealth had power to de·al 
with them. It might have had power 
to deal with profiteering-, but the power 
of the Queensland Government was 
nnrestricted, and it could have done· what 
it liked. He had asked the Queensland 
Government to give him all the neces­
sary powers, but they \\'Oukl not aive 
them to him." b 

(Government interruption.) That clearly dis­
poses of the conte·ntion of hon. members 
opposite that this Government has not all 
the time had power to regulate prices of food­
stuffs if it so desired; but it was only glad 
enough to take ach-antage o£ th0 position 
when the Federal Gov,,rnmcnt issued the 
regulations under the \Var Precauti.;ns Act. 
Xow, when an ·election is approaching, and 
they are very sore put to it to have some 
cry which will carry them to victory-and 
I say advtsedly that they know perfectly well 
that their hope lies in the direction of the 
profiteer, and they think that by passing the 
''hole blame and rt'sponsibility on to tlw 
Fedc1:al Gove•rnment a!'d the N·ational party 
m th1s House they will try to mislead the 
)JPOple of Queensland sufficientlu to let them 
think that ours is the fault. The position to­

day is that, even supposing this Goyerrnnent 
had no power to control the prices of food, 
then by_ rea.son of the Commonwealth powers. 
as p1·cv1ous speakers stated, the samp statr: of 
affairs e-xisted in everv State in Australia 
:--et, in spite of that, 'Queensland shows a~ 
incruse of 64.5 per cent. in the cost of food­
stuffs; Now South VVaJes 52.4 per cent., and 
South Australia 38 per cent. It must be 
adlJlitted that the· same state of affairs must 
haYe e,.isted throughout Australia if the 
pm,-er of fixing prices was limited to the 
Commonwealth. Yet in Queensland the 
increase in the cost of living is twice as much 
a' has been experienced in South Australia. 
That shows the ridiculous contention of hon. 
members opposite, and how hard put they 
"''" when they tr;v to put the blame upon the 
Feclnal Government for the high cost of 
liYing that exists in Queensland. (Gon•rnment 
interruption.) It is rather amusing to hear 

this Government blaming the Commonwealth 
for not exercising its powers for 1-ixation of 
prices under the vVar Precautions Act while, 
for years past, we have had these• same 
gentlemen howling about the War Precau­
tions Act. \Vhen this Act hits or pricks them, 
it is the worst iniquity that could be intro-

duced. When it can be used for 
[7.30 p.m.] an argument to bolster up the·ir 

ovvn case, to show that the Corn­
monwcalth should have fixed the price,, then, 
they say, why are those pcn-.,:c:c-.· not used in 
Qu<>ensland to control the cost of living., The 
insincerity and the hollowness of the whole 
position are so apparent to any thinking 
man that it is rather amusing to hear hon. 
members opposite bringing it forward. Our 
mission during the next few w0eks is to see 
that the people of Quec·nsland and Australia 
genendly n ally know what the position is. 

Tile S'ECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
They will know it, all right. 

:Mr. ELPHINSTONE: They "ill; and I 
am quite certain that every hem. member 
occupying these Opposition benches is going 
to do his best to show the hollow insincerity 
of the whole position. The War l'r"cantions 
Act has }JcC'n repealed since May la~t, so far 
as the f-ixation of prices :is concerrt0<1. This 
Gover111nent have during that period of 
(lpproxin1ately six rnonths had e.t thoil' dis­
posoJ a Prices Bill which they haY"", not 
attr~n1pt0d to put into usf~ in an:v"' shape or 
for1n. Ko attmnpt has been rnad0 to 1.1.:;e that 
Bi 1l to restrain the activitio' of th~se terrible 
profiteers; and. further than th<lt, this SC'b"ion 
has heen in prog:-es.s for three months, and 
wt this is the first wo h<>w seen of this Bill. 
If, as the Governor's Speech stccted, the posi­
tion IYas preventing the Governmt~l!t frorn 
doinrr n fair thincr for the rrlldier, 1£ :it vvas 
the 1~aln cause ofothc industrial unrest which 
existed, I wntend that this Bill should haYe 
lwen one of the first measures introduced. 
Yet, it has been brought in at the tail-end of 
the, sr":;sion-·for we knovv that the :House :is 
probably golng to riGo in three or fr:u:- ·weeks. 
It has been hroug·ht in as ne q· as possible to 
the Federal elections '•0 that member- oppo­
~itf' ('Hn say, vvhcn tho~v go to the country: 
"Here we introduced this measure. \Yo aro 
the saY.ionrs of the people by wanting to dud 
with thc,,o prof1teers "-knowing- pnfectl:v 
well, as they do, that there is no tinw to pass 
it. 

J'dr. vYHITFORD: Do yon '"Y that prGfitcct­
ing dors not cxjst? 

Mr. ELPHINSTO:--;rE.: I o·n one of those 
who pl'f'viously sfatod in this House, rtnd l 
repeat it now-that profiteering: does exi.st 
in Queensland. Undoubtedly, 1t ex1sts m 
Quecnslfind, and it c<xistg more particularly in 
other part8 of the world than even in Qt1f•ons­
lancl. I will sav this further-that Pombines 
exist in Queensland and in other parts of 
Australia, and if this Bill is going to haYe as 
its object and as its result t.hQ institution of 
some ·kind of a court, or commi~vion, vvhich 
will giYe the people of Queenshnd the oppor­
tunity of testing the compl<tints they haYe 
against the ·profiteer and the combines which 
allegedly exist, it will be doing good .. I. am 
of the opinion that a cGurt, or con1nuss1on, 
is c~scntial in order to g-iYo the people 
an opportunity of ventilating their grieY­
ances against the present high standard 
of living, so that they can get at the 
real state of affairs. There arc unques­
tionably in Queensland to-day, to my know­
ledge and to the knowle,dge of most hon. 

Mr. Elphinstone.] 
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members, uctua lly instances of profi teeriug to 
a disquieting extent. I am going to. refer a 
little later on to instances \vhere cornbines 
exist to restrict trading in Queensland-I am 
sufficiontlv honest to admit that-but I am 
not going. to admit that the whole of the high 
cost of living that exists to-day is due to the 
operations of profiteers, and if hon. members 
opposite aro going to lead the people of 
Quccneinnd to think tlmt tho institution of 
thi::; coul't or comn1i'"·sion of appeal is going 
to have t!w effect. of reducing that cost of 
liv:ing ~o any appreciable- extent, they are 
rmsleadmg themselvH and the people. :1Iv 
ubjcet is tD critieiso tho posit.ion fairly and 
squarc1y. I do not consider that anv 111easure 
is likPly to have any motorial effect on the 
<·oet of living. I will give n1y reasons for 
saying that. The chief reason is that the 
rnain intllJcncc~i which arc in opm·ation at th0 
pro:;:cnt tirne in enhnncing the cost of 
1nateriuJs \Yhieh are used in evervdav con­
sumption lie outside of Queensland.· T,ako the 
linen or woollen stuffs and so forth which aro 
utiliiiFd in our ordinary wcarino- appareL 
How much is made ;n Qucensla~d? Hon. 
mE>mbc:?, know perfectly well that onlv a tinv 
percentage is n1adc in Queensland. " · 

Mr. \YI!ITFOJW interjected. 

J\1r. ELPI-IINSTONE: Allow me to con­
dnct my o-;vn speech; the hon. 1ncrnber can 
epeak afterwards, The position is that 
you arc suffering from the effects of pro­
fitC'ering ;vhich to-day ~xists in other parts of 
the woda. The only mfluence any measure 
w~ pa::,s can h_avo on these imported goods in 
this country 1s the effect which the cost of 
maki11g ihorn up and distributing them has 
ur>on the cost to the consumer, Until 
Quec·nsland produces more there is no more 
possibility of f1xing the price of materials 
whic_h_ go to make our everyday coln­
moditws than there is of our flying. 
l have often hcmrd hon. members argue 
that whenever wages go up, up goes the 
cost of mat<'na.ls. !5o lo11g "" we are satisfied 
to llllport the fimshed article and simnlv 
make> that up int? the pa.rticula'r g·armont ',_,:;, 
want. oo long will the cost of wa"es imme­
diately affect th0 ultimate cost, b~cause all 
that .-eo expend on the article is reaHy thA 
wages wh!ch. ar~ ut,iliscd in making it 
up and d1str1butmg rt, and the influences 
which have been brought to bear to 
enhance the cost of that article were 
exerted before that article reached Queens-
1<-J.nd. Therefore, it is only iu the wao·cs and 
the distributicn and retaiiing of that article 
that the Queensland influeuces can Le felt. 
That is a point which hon. n1ernbers oppm:ite 
must ren1e1nber. 

Mr. vYHI'fFORD: \Vha.t would vou sav of a 
man who bought stuff before the "war arid sokl 
it at 300 per cent. profit? 

Mr. ELPHINS'l'ONE: I will deal with 
that, but I hope that these interjections will 
not be taken off my time. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. ELPHINS'l'ONE: 1 haw just told tlw 

hon. member that if he will abide his soul in 
patience I will tell him ;;omcthiniT about the 
tailoring trQde. " 

:!\1r. vVHJTFORD: I will tell you something 
you do not know. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONR : Possibly the hon. 
membc:· can. For the reasons I have 
stated, I say that the establishment of anv 
court such as is suggAsted hero is going to 
have Yor:, little effect on the ultimate cost 
of a particular article in question. A great 
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deal has been said about moat, bread, fish, 
1nilk, fruit., and groceri-Ps. 11y opinion i5 
that this Bill is likely to bo effective to a. 
Ycry slight extent in respect of those articles. 
The Minister, in introducing this mea.suro. 
I think, mentioned cond€nsed milk as being­
one of the commodities in regard to which a 
co1nbino existed in Australia, and adverselv 
affected the cost of living-. Has ho road the 
result of the inv·cBtigations in New South 
vYale~, where Judge Edmunds said that he 
had listonod to all kinds of evidence from all 
qua1·tcrs, and ho saw none whatever which led 
him to think that there was anything- else 
but a fair margin of profit on the production 
of condensed milk: The reason why I wcl­
conle this sugg~stcd court or commission j~ 
that it will giYO to the peoplc1 of Queensland 
an opportunity of dissecting this n1ath~r, not 
building on false premises, because, if they 
think that tlwy aro going to have, throug-lt 
the introduction of this Bill, a rcductiou in 
the cost of liviug, I am satisfiod they an' 
going to bo bitterly disappointed. 

There is one spherB in which I think 
profit0ering is rife in Quecnsland-that is, in 
1.Yonwn's apparel. \Ve all know the forr1ininc 
\YOa.kuesscs of our comn1unity. fY.Iany 
vvmnen and girls sco some particular 
article which takes their fancy. It is 
not a question of price or whether it comes 
within their means or not. They sot 
their minds or hearts upon that little a.ttrac­
tiv.c article of feminine adornment, and the1· 
go foe it and buy it. I will give you ait 
actual example which happened in a Queen­
street shop during the past three months. 
There wore some ,ilk stgckings which this 
particular drapery firm had bought at a 
particularly favourable price, so that they 
were enabl.ed to put them in the window 
marked Ss. lld. a pair. They could not sell 
tho·,e articles-and the manager of the shop 
himself informed mo of this-and the r·eason 
was that it appeared too cheap ; people 'did 
not think that it was a right price to pay 
for silk stockings. So they marked the price 
up to 18s. lld. for the same pair of stockings. 
and within a week every pair was sold out. 
That is an actual illustt·ation which demon­
strates my point, which is that it is the 
fetninine vveaknosses of this community which 
gin1 the profiteer the opportunity to indulge 
to a Yery ]arg·e extent in that direction. If 
th•' d<'mand is there and the people insist on 
payiHg- high prices. surely there is a certain 
anwunt of excuse for a profiteer under such 
f'i rcumstances. Let me ask hon. m~mbers 
ho·,,- the,, would deal with the situation. 

Groce1:ies fill a very important part in our 
cvory,d.ay life. You have a small grocer in 
Stauloy street and a largo one in Queen street 
with seyen, -eight, nine, or ten branches. 
\Ye will say that soap is tho particular article 
to be dealt with. Tho Commission says, 
'·A r>onny a cake is a reasonable profit on 
soap." A penny a cako to the small grocer in 
Stanlev str·eet is a. reasonable nrofit, but a 
penny· a cake to the big grocer with ten 
branches is a small fortune. That is one of 
the difficulties which creep in when you 
attempt to fix prices. I should like to give 
an illustration in regard to tailoring, in which 
the hon. member for Burrum has so vital an 
interest. ·we will sa''· for the sake of argu­
ment, that he has when the war broke out 
100 suit lengths which he had bought at pre­
war prices. He can make those suit length~ 
up and sell at £6 6s. a suit, and make a 
reasonable profit. The hon. member know,~ 
that is what existed beforo the war broke out. 
But the war breaks out and up goes the cost 
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of material 100 per cent. Assuming that he 
sold those 100 suits at £6 6s., thD position 
is that he has to pay twice the price> for new 
stock when his stock is exhausted. It means 
that he has only sufficient capital return to 
l>uy fifty suit lengths at the enhanced price. 
He does so. Prices go up anothc·r 100 per 
cent. and cons<;qucntly, when he ha€ solJ out 
his fiftv suits, he has only got enough capital 
to buy" twenty-five suit lengths at again the 
enhanced price. 'rho hon. rnernher kuows as 
well as I do that is what has been happening. 
Further, when the prices come down, he 
is left with a stock on his hands, which 
cost him the top of the market price, and he 
has to incur a serious loss. The position 
shows that that particular tailor has to take 
into consideration when he is selling his stock 
what it is going to cost him to replDnish that 
:-tack. 1-,.hereforB, that InaH, who hai got so 
ll1any lengths which ho can make up into 
suits at £6 6s. has to retail them at £10 10s. 
to giYe him sufiicient capital to buy the ca;,Je 
quantity of stock at the enh,wcecl vrice. 

Mr. CARTER: What a stupid argument? 

.Ylr. ELPHINSTOKE: Stupid to the hon. 
nwrnber for Port Curtis, because ho does not 
understand it, but l venture to think that 
thPre are certain hon. 1nembe1·s opposite 
whose intelligence will permit them to grasp 
the argu1ntmt. 

:Jilr. \VHITFOHD: YOU 111ay know SOlllCthing 
about cement, but you do not know much 
about clothing. 

::\fr. CARTER: He does not know much about 
ccrncnt, yet he buried Darra in it. H<J 
cemented the company in it. 

I am going on with mv tailoring argu· 
ment whether the hon. gentlemen opposite 
like it or not. There are certain tailors in 
Queensland to-day whose position is very 
difficult. There arc large firms of tailors who 
have sufficient capital at their disposal to 
buy their stocks in the cheapest possible 
market under the most favourable conditions. 
There are other tailors in Queen street to· 
day who ·Me in the hands of Southern and 
overseas woollen merchants. Honourable 
!llembers opposite know that as well as I. 
They have to buy their stocks through these 
particular men and pay whatever price they 
eare to ask. That creates the position that 
~·ou have one firm of tailors quoting £7 7s. 
for a suit and anoth0r across the way quoting 
£10 10s. for the same suit. That is not 
n< cessarily evidence of profiteering. That is 
e1·idence of certain men having greater 
facilities to buy, being unfettered in their 
buying capacity. That shows the necessity 
once more for the establishment of some 
court or commission where these things can 
be ventilated and people can be given an 
opportunity of investigating the matter. To 
come clown to another phase of the situa­
tion, hon. members opposite, in my judg­
ment, are correct when they say that it is 
impossibk to look for industrial peace under 
our present Arbitration Court system until 
some method is devised of stabilising the cost 
of living. There is no question about that. 
Any man who studies the position must admit 
that so long as the necessary commodities of 
life are continually bounding up and up, so 
long will we have perpetual unrest in the 
industrial class of the community. There­
fore', evE>ry thinking man who is honest must 
try and devise some means of stabilising the 
eost of the necessary commodities of life. 

Our efforts ohould be bent in that direction. 
There are two directions in which I think our 
diorts should be energetically directed with 
that object in view. It seems to me that those 
men who arc capable of conferring upon this 
subject should discuss the question whether 
i~ is not possible to earmark a sufficient 
quantity of Queensland primary products to 
feed and clothe the people of Queensland at 
a reasonable co•t and at a reasonable profit, 
rendering· them free and unfettered by the 
fluctuating prices caused by the world's 
dcmauds. It seems to me to be unreasonable 
to ask a worker to pay a high price for boots 
when he knows that the hi\).e is produced in 
(~uecnsland at a pric0 which, if manufactured 
here, would permit him to purchase ·a pair of 
hoots at a reasonable cost. It is all very 
well to tell that man that Queensland is 
benefiting . by the fact of our selling our 
pro-duce in the world's markets at the 
hig·hcst possible price. That is an indirect 
h<,nefit which the average working man doe& 
not understand, and probahly has little oppor· 
tunity of aprn•eciuting-. v~Thai; hn v.ndr:rf'~ ands 
i~ that he is given a ccrtaiu vvctgc: o_._l \\hich 
he has to live, and that wage was fixed upon 
CCIITllllOditics costing a certain figure. If 
those commodities arc continually soaring, 
of ooutoe the man is continually perturbed 
and continually upset~in my judgment, 
l'Casonahlv so. I think our minds should bP 
concentrated upon seeing if we cannot dcvisu 
some means of stablilising the cost to the 
>~-orker of those cDfnmodities which go to 
form the necessaries of his life, particularly 
when the raw materials which are utilised in 
the manufacture of those commodities are 
prodtiCcd in this State. Another point I 
want to touch upon is that there is a vast 
amount of waste going on in Queensland to· 
da v in the method of distributing our neces· 
sarv commoditicq. In the distribution of 
hn1acl, of milk, of fruit, and of such like 
things, there is a waste going on which 
probably adds 20 per cent., 30 per cent:, 
perhaps 40 per cent. to the cost of commodJ­
ties. You see, for the sake of argument, 
districts \vhere tradesmen arc going over one· 
another's steps. You see bakers' carts 
travelling over the same roads. I have seen 
it myself scores of times in the old country. 
I think I am right in saying that one of the 
ftrst measur,,s which was introduced at home 
when the war broke out was to stop this 
waste in distribution, with the result that 
Dach person had to go to a certain centre to 
secure hi~ ncessary commodities. Sorncthing 
of that description ought to be introduced 
here, because there is a terrible waste going 
on in the distribution of those necessary 
c-ommodities of life. Can a man look at the 
fruit position to-clay without being perturbed 
with what he finds? There is fruit which i& 
produced and sold at a price which is .a 
bare living in the ordinary course to the frUJt 
producer. Yet, on the other hand, you have· 
fruit consumers who are paying for that 
particular fruit a. pric<; w.hich is staggering 
when it is compared w·ith. the price which 
the producer actually receives. I am not 
going to say that that is due to profiteering. 
I do not think it is. It is clue to the ineffi­
cient distribution of fruit. 

:Mr. SMITH: Who gets the difference? 

1\Ir. ELPHINSTONE: The hon. member 
for Mackay says, " Who .gets the difference?" 

Mr. SMITH : Wasteful distribution is only· 
one far·tor. 

MT. Elphinstone.] 
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l\11-.. ELPHIKSTON'E: It is one very 
matenal. factor. Take, for instance, perish­
able fnut hko tomatoes, about which the 
hon. member for Bowen and I know a good 
deal. Tomatoes are bought and stocked by 
large numbers of small fruit shops in Bris­
ba no. Each one of those shops htts to make 
n certu1n profit on a limited turnover; 
further, it has to keep that stock for an 
indefinite period, vd1ich occasions consider~ 
able waste, with the result that t.hey have 
to charge a con·.iderably enhanced price to 
lllake up fDl' the: loss by '' astc and the sn1all 
tumoY~r out of which they have to make a 
Jiving. Smne system has to be devised of 
making distribution more perfect, to enable 
tho conourner to get the commodities of life 
\Yhich an~ ncce~·sary fol' hin1 in a way y,-hich i~ 
not going to be any curtailment of the oppor­
tnnir.i._,-: 1.)f the people, but rather is going to 
enhance thorn. It is going to give the con­
sumer an opportunity of getting the neces­
~anc:~ of 1ife at a price which his li1nited 
means p~rmit him to eniov. There is one 
point which I do not t.hink 'anv hon. member: 
in this debate has touched uvpon r('garding 
thi, 'ost of living, and that is the question 
of inflated curroncv. Vi'o must remember that 
during· this 'var tl;n whole financial sltuatiDn 
of the world has gone through "' very 
i:ruport:1.nt tr:lnsitory stage, and it has 
arrived at a point when there is far more 
1noncy in circulation than there ever has hcen 
in the world',; history, On the other hand, 
there is Yery much less production. There 
arc 111orc buyers with more money, and on 
the other hand lees production. 'l'he result, 
of course, is that you have two people, or 
three people, now asking for the one article, 
1vhercas before the \Var th~re was one article 
for one person. The competition of those 
three people to obtain that one article means 
i hat the cost of that artiche is enhanced. 
That is the rule of supply and demand, ai1d 
you cannot get awuy from it. If our efforts 
arc bent upon increasing that production so 
that "·c can supply the enhanced currency 
vvhic.h <'Xists to-day, we will reduce the cost 
of living. Let mo illustrate my point. vVhy 
is it that cabbages arc fetching about 2e. 
<'.'t.cb in the market to-day? It is simply 
bcca 11se thcrfl are more peopk asking for 
cabbages than there arc cabbages with 
which to supply them? If there were twice 
the number of cabbag~s in t.he morning to 
what thonJ are, the prices would probably 
go dmvn 50 per cent. Therefore, it comes 
back to the one point which we on this side 
of the House are always pr~aching-so long 
a5. you discourage production so long vvill 
the present state ef affairs exist as regards 
the high cost of living. Lot me give 
an illustration w,hich hon. members opposite 
will possibly follow. This Government 
during the last twelve monthe, I think I am 
right in saying, have spent some £2,000,000 
on railwav construction. That £2,000,000 
has be8n die .cminated throughout the com­
rnunitv in wages and cost of materials. 
Therefore, that goes into the market and 
i; spent. Now that £2,000,000-or rather, 
the railway which is represented by that 
£2,000.000-is not immediately pmductive, 
That £2,000,000 has been thrust upon the com­
rr.unitY without having the necessary pro­
duction behind it. Ha·d it been put into 
{\ircd. use, which could immediately produce 
something, it coul·d be utilised in purchasing 
that which was produced thereby. It will he 
years brfore that railway becomes productive. 
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Therefore, the result of that £2,000,000 
expenditure is nut apparent. If that had 
hc><'n spent on il'l'igation, and the result had 
been in(·rcase{l crops and increa.sed production 
generally, the cost of living would have come 
do\\-n, becau~c- therE~ \Yould havo been some­
rhing on v.chich to spend it. That is a point 
of Yil'W vYhich is well worth considering, and 
it if' u point of Yiew which should influenco 
}.Iinistc•rs in the expenditure of money for the 
develDpment of Qu~ensland. It is a most 
important point which has a bearing on the 
position in all parts of the world at ths 
present moment. I referred earlier in my 
sp·•och to the danger of cornbin(!s. It is 
rather remarkable that no hon. member> 
opposite in his condemnation of the corn· 
bim.~ which exist to-day has made any 
reference to the biggest combine that there 
is probably in the world, and that is the 
licc·nsed liquor combin~? vVhy is it that hon. 
m cm bcrs opposite ha vc not pointed to the 
existence of that combine? Have they not 
got an illustration of what that combine did 
to a publican in Brisbane some t'vo years ago 
when he dared to refuse to raise the price 
of liquor at its dictates? Hon. members 
know perfectly well that the man was v}c­
timiscd at every turn, that scouts and spres 
were put out to stop him getting supplies, 
hut the man was too strong and ultimately 
he vyas bought out bv the trade. That is the 
biggest combine that exists in Brisbane 
to-dav, and yet not one hon. member oppo­
:;ite has ha·d the t0mority to refer to it. 
The significance of the omission is enlightcn­
iiw I will rd<'r to a combine in the 
1n~;or trc de ,vhich is supposPd to support 
the Opposition. L1 my judgment it is a 
YPry undrsirablc combine. I dislike corn­
Liw ,, I think we should all ha.-c free­
dom to tra do and do as we like. In the 
motor trade to-day-and I am interested in 
it-would hon. members opposite be surprised 
if I told them I cannot go into probably 
twent:: or thirty shops and buy anything at 
all because I refused to join t.he combine'! 

ML FOLEY : They must know you too well. 
:Yir. ELPHINSTONE: Do hon. mombem 

know that some of the biggPst shops where 
hitherto I could purchase anything, bee a use 
I refused to join a combine will not sell 
me a tin tack. 

Mr. FOLEY: Well! Well! 

:/\1r. ELPHINSTONE : The hon. member 
savs ·' ViTell well." Poor little, Iimit·ed mind. He dm•s J{ot see the significance of that. 
Probably he is getting too old. 

Mr. FOLEY: I can go into any shop in 
Queensland, and get anything I want, if I 
have the money. 

:Yir. ELPHlNSTOKE: Because the hon. 
member is a capitalist. I am not. He is a. 
landed proprietor, I am a poor, struggling 
indi.-idual. That is the position. I say the 
establishment of any Commission that is 
going to have the object of giving the people 
the opportunity of testing the real validity 
of these profiteering Acts should also stop 
the operations of undesirable combine'. 

There are some desirable ones, 
[8 p.m.] bear that in mind. There are 

some industries which could not 
exist to-day if it were not for a combine ; 
which have had to combine with a view to 
effecting economies in distribution and in 
working. Don't think I am condemning the 
lot. But there are some combines which exist 
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J n Quenisland which should have their wutgs 
cut. 1 eau see no reason \Vhy any n1an t:ihould 
not !tavo the liberty to bu} an article whore 
he· likes. and for him to bo restricted simply 
bc'lau:--c· he refuses to join in a cotubinc which 
has fol· in objective the re:-Jtriction of trade 
and r;, · of prices is not right. It is 
l'J..tht·r that the GoYCl'l!Oll'Ht it2eif 
ha~ lH".>n engaged in profitceriLg. I 
haYe h ~ud to the co~t Df liying iu 
thi~ ~ l un oppo~ite al'c alway~ 

profitet>ring that got s ou un the 
})Ul't nf tlu~ Uov('rnnJcnt itself. cspe('ially on 
the· qnc-;tion of ti1nber. (lieur, hear~) To 
r('fcr t(1 thj~ article, v··hcrcas five years ago 
WL' could produce log:::: at 7s. per iOO supcr­
ticia! ~eet, to-d.·ty you have got to pay 19s. 

11:'0 ~:~-;Jcrf~, ial feet to the GovPrnuH:nt 
tlt:1~ , ~me quality of ti1nb01'. ~t'hat i~ 

neurlv tLrcP tirucs a~ Jnuch for that ;;;amP 
tiu1bt:r <tM n:>nparcd \vith five yc'ars ago. 
That had the dr,·ct Df adding 50 per 
-cenL Lu co~t of a house. These arc ~tate-
tnent"' I' hicb l 1.nake without fear of contra­
dictim.:. Yet hon. lnctnbl'rs opposite conl­
rdaill ,,f the co.3t of liYing when they know 
that thu Go\ ,:rn.nent expres~l:, and by their 
n\Yll iustrnrnentality cuusecl tht> priee of 
ti111b~-,r ;o g·u up. 

Tl"~' SPEAKEH: OrdPr' The hor1. 
hu:-, c:-,.hau::.tcd tbt' tiua~ allDwed 

Orders. 

:'.h. SOMEH.SET (Stanl•y): I beg to 
_:ll(J\l'-

.. That tlw 
furt Jt'T htn_rcl. 

member for Oxley he 

Qur·:--rion llllE und passed. 

1\lr. ELPliiNSTOJ'\E: I han· to thank 
the I--1 C1 U"C iu · Its con'""ideration. This is a. 
point 1 pt~l ,.i_,-.,1,{_ ,JJy rpfpr to. bC':·Ru~c· \Yl' all 
.kno\Y rl1nt tluc) probien1 before Queensland 
.to-da . ...- ] · hou:sir1g rnoblcn1. \Vt~ all kno\V 
that rh:: '>' .!Y of solving that problen1 i~ 
to D'iYt:· .._.ver:· v\orkPr a roof oYer hi:s hea.d 
and~::- a '"hen" he wiil be able to r11joy 
.om<' in lift•. \Yhi 1st. the Govern-

rnellt 1~ the, fiu9cr of scorn. a~ the 
·profit(•. tnc L'~overnrnent tS rntro-
ducilHt \Yhich has for its object 
thP h_:: people, hen~ is the Govern-

r hand charglng, and being 
instru~ncntal in charging. two and a-half 
ti111e" r: mudt for tirnbcr to-day a.s it, wa~ 
iiYe yt'<ll'S a?-;0. 

}.Jr. For.EY Don't :you kno\Y thr reason 
for that'! 

Mr. ELPHIJ\CSTOI\E: Yc>s; because the 
Goycnnncnt ~cc::; an opportu11ity of making 
n1oncy (_)Ut of its tin1ber, .and seizes it. Tht:> 
(i-oYr'rnnwnt ::.ecs an opportunity of 1naking 
£100.000 or more vut of its timber and 
-that is 1\·hy they a·rc charging the inc{"Pased 
royalty. In this rnattcr the Govcrnn1ent ·is 
looking for tnot:s in the {'Yf'R of the profiteer 
"ubidf•. hut first of all thfl Government 
should a.sc<'rtain what the beam is doing 
in it~,, own eve. A good deal has b0en 
said about Bhipping. During the cun·cnc\­
·Df the war •ohipping freights on the Queens­
'land coast were not increased at all. 

l\h. SMI'rH: The,, were increased. 

"'h. ELPHINSTON"E : They were not. 

l\[t-. s~nTH: The shipping ('0!llpanie~ 
lll(T('asrd their freighte. but a regulation of 
>the "''vy Depaetmeni caused ~it to be with­
tdrnw:L 

Mr. ELPHI:'\STONE: I am saying that, 
~o far as '!ripping freights on the Qucenslanci 
coast arc concerned, they were not incr~easc.J. 
during the war. 1 am not saying what th~ 
shipping companies intended to do. There 
is no use denying the fact that a good deal 
of tlw increased cost of living in Queensland 
is due to the o-..-ersca ship ping cornpa11i0:~ 
\Ye have only to look at their balancc-shecb, 
and particularly tlw balancc-s!H'et, of th;, 
,] UJHtnc~e shipping {'Ol1t]JaniP". l reHlC'lnbC'r 
lvokiug through the balat;ce-shePt of onP 
J apanc~-;t: shipping colltpany. and I saw that 
they made a proiit of £2,500.000 in om' vear 
out of a eapital of .£1,500.000. That was a 
cm11pany trading betv. ecn Japan and ..._..\__u:-:;­
tralia, and it is .a ntost iniquitDus state of 
affairs that we should be called upon to pay 
fittch enonnous freight~ for the intToduction oi 
goorls into Qupcnsland as the outcorne of th(' 
\Ya r. _A.nythi ng that is going to control th~ 
fr('ight, overseas is going- to haYe a rnaterial 
bl~ari ng upon tlu• po.,;ition in Queensland. 
How is this Commission going to control that 
situation? It simply shows that, when the 
FeJcJ:al J~arlia1nent asked for powers to 
con.trol the situation. it is ,doing eotnethin·g 
:vh1ch \VC', as n·a:-onable num, ought to assist 
It to get. As a State we cannot control these 
thi!Ig:;;;, and it is u rna1"ter -which ought to be 
contro1l(~d bv thro Ff>dPral Governn1ent. 
'1'hcn•£.ore, \vhen the powers asked for by 
tlw Federal Parliament arc granted. as I 
hope lhc·y will bc>, this Bill will bccomP 
irwperati,-o. V\h0n the Profitecring Bill was 
introduced in Eng·land. -what 'yero the 
rernal'ks 1nade in rPga1·d to it'! I find that 
the Bill \\'US only introduced for a period of 
stx Hlontln;;, becau:; .. the }finister in charo-e 
of it klww perfcctlv well that it could onlv 
a. et as a palliative -and be no positi ye cure. 
There is no legislatin~ cure for profiteerillo·. 
'rl1er-c• is no r;ure for the high cost of livir~g 
other than C'Olll/Jelition. Production ant! con;­
pctition arP two things ,.vhich will bring .about 
t~H~ natural cur(', and it is only when f'Oinpc-­
trtwn and production arc upset by an 
uplwaval such as we passed through during 
the past five years that we find the position 
as it is to-dav. If we would onlv bend our 
cncrgi<'S upor} production, and get' the people 
to engage in srcondarv industriPs, then 
instead ~f the disturbing: evil which 'ah·ead;. 
<'X i:::b, \Ye \Vi11 find a p01~111a nront cure to 1nee~t 
thi' present situation. I must admit tbat the 
c-tablishmcnt of this Con1n1ission is neces­
sary. as it will give those who do not under­
stand the position, and who do not understand 
the ins and outs of the causes which go to make 
for profiteering and the high cost of living. 
it will give them an opportunity of undN­
standing the situation. and it will also g-ivB 
the wm:kers an opportunity of appreciating 
th0 diffi.C'nlty and ,making thf"lll more f'Oll­

tPnt. The presi·clont of the British Board of 
Trade. in introducing the Profitee·ring Bill 
in the House of Commons. said that the 
suspicion of profitePring is. creating social 
umest. and materially contributing to tbe 
distLtrbanco and disorganisation of industrial 
life. So long as we have not some mean> 
of stabilising th0 cost of commoditie~ in 
Queensland, manufactured from products 
which we raise oursch-es in Queensland, then 
there will be trottble. I commend two things 
to this I-I ouse. I hope this Commission will 
he e·stablished. I belieYe it is necessary that 
f'vcrvthino- relating to the cost of "living 
shouid b~ inquired into thoroughly and 

Mr. Elphinstone.! 
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efficiently. In Queensland and Australia we 
rnust have son1e rneans of turning out our 
raw material into the finished article at a 
r<'asonable cost of production and at a reason­
able profit, so that onr working cla,ses can 
buv these commodities without being subject 
tu· Yiolent fluctuations in price, ,vhich f!O a. 
!ono· wav t.ovvards diSturbing thcn1 jn their 
ind7lstri~l life as it Pxists ~ at thl' p~{'SPllt 
lrtOHJ('llt. 

Mr. WHITFORD (B11rrum): I desire to 
say a few words in connection with this 
mutter, particularly afte·r hearing· the hon. 
member for Oxlev. I notice that the hon. 
mcmbC'r for Oxlcy is a tailor, a timber­
'~Torker, a cPn1cnt-worker-as a matter of fact, 
he· is an all-round man. The hon. gentleman 
n'-rninds me of the saying-

" Fools rush in where angels fear to 
tread." 

Tlu· hon. g entlc'man has rushed in on the 
pnl!icular question of ta1loring. I claim to 
know. at least, something about tailoring. 
The hon. gentleman says that thcTe. is no 
doubt that profitee>ring- exists in the tailoring 
trade, but he did not say that the profiteering 
"a,; on the merchant's side, and not on the 
rNail tailor's side. The rdail tailor to-day 
is in the unfortunate position that he is ~t 
the mercv of tho importer. I can assure th1s 
House tliat the suit which I could make for 
,£5 5s. in 1914 you will haYe to pay £12 12s. 
!Oi' to-day. I want to know where the nse 
comr·s in. It comes from the combines and 
monopolies, including the shipping combine. 
The, materials are- imported from the old 
couutry to Al!stralia. This country is largely 
dependent on imported materials so far as 
tailoring is concerned. A high freight has to 
bP paid on the shipping, and also a high 
imurance. It is to the combines that we can 
attribute the high cost of e-verything to-day. 
I haYe a few fio-ures here which I quoted 
some time ago t~ show the increase in the 
price of clothing. I quoted where blouses 
were imported from Japan in 1914 for 12s. 6d. 
per dozen, and they "·ere sold that year at 
2s. lld. each. In 1915 that particular firm 
were not anxious to sell, but offered the 
blouses at 7s. 6d. apiece. In 1916 the price 
went up t.o 12s. 6d. apie•ce. 

Mr. BEBBING1'0~ : And your Government 
looking on. 

Mr. WHITFORD: No; the man who wp,n 
the war was looking on. The little fellow 
vou heard the other ·day, who was supposed 
to win the war, was looking after the prices, 
and you know it. In 1917 the firm I refer 
to was selling the blouses at 17s. 6s. apiece, 
and in 1918 the price went up to £1 2s. 6d. 
apiece for blouses that cost only 1s. 0~. each, 
One man who had the impudence to sign 
himself " Draper" wrote to two daily papers 
and said that in 1914 the blouses buttoned 
up to the chin, and naturally they could not 
sell the same blouses in 1918, because the 
1918 blouses were buttoned down to zero. 
l don't know exactly what "zero" means. 
(Laughter.) How much would it cost to 
alter a blouse buttoned up at the chin? It 
would cost about 6d. for each blouse, and yet 
look at the price they sol.rJ the blouses for. 
That is where your profiteering· comes in. 
I have some figures here• in connection with 
Japanese prices. Don't forget-" Japanese" 
prict's. My friend was talking about the 

[Mr. Elphinstone. 

Japanese sonlE' titne a . .!/O. 1--Iowevcr. [Jt~re a.rc· 
son1e of the J apanc-.:-e pricC's~ 
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Those al'e J apanesc goods sold to n~t;rchants 
ue in1portcrs here. 

I think the aYeragc man will admit thai, 
the time-payment system in rcgarc! to the 
drapen' business is robbery to the person 
who b1;ys. A good number of people-parti­
cularlv a bout the city-go in for what they 
call £4 ot· £5 orders. They pay so much 
do'' n to an ao·ent who also gets <.;OntnliSSton 
fron1 the rncn~hant \Vith vvhorn he i3 dealing. 
The agent giYr~ l:is orck'-r on thP fir:n. or, 
ped1r1pP., for thC' sak<' of argumcnr I w1ll ~a;:, 
Yic\1\Thirter. Foy and Gib~on, I:,innf'",~ Isles, 
or anv of those firms. The t1me-payment 
s,·stcn~· is worked by the large .drapery houses 
i;1 Brisbane-not· ·!only Brisbane, but all' 
over Australia. On a £5 order a person 
pays 5s. deposit. They go to the e~tablish­
nwnt and buy at the ordmary reta.ll pncc; 
but before thev have paid for th<:ir £5 
ut·der the Juatei·ial is worn out. They a re 
absolutelv robbed. It is nearly time the 
Governn;ellt put their foot down and stopped 
this kind of thing. I say :.hat, because I 
know that the average workmg man to-day, 
who has an ordinary miserable pittance-a 
n;arried rnan with a. family-would naturally· 
like to see his wife and children clothed 
properh-. If he had a fair and reasonable 
wage, there would ~e no occasion for this 
kind of illegal tradmg to be done by the 
business people of Brisbane. The.v employ 
agents and collectors to go round in motor­
cars and motor-cycles. and pay .them com­
mi.csion on all they collect, whJCh clearly 
shows that there is a vast amount of profit 
in it. The sooner this kind of thing is 
stopped the better. (Hear, hear!) Take 
Horrocks's calico, for instance. In 1915 there 
were largo stocks cabled for, causing it . to· 
rise in price-naturallv! The local pnce 
was 4;/,d. landed, and "4s. 9d. dozen retail. 
Tlw GovC'rnment taking all the cotton for 
munition purposes, the price rose t{) 1s. 7d. 
I have bought many and many a yard of 
Horrocks's calico at 4s. lld. a down, and 
to-dav it \Vou!d cost me at least 18s. a dozen 
-that is for No. 1. The price in London is 
1s. 3<:1. . a yard. The sta,ndard for the 
retailers here is ls. 6d. I do not know where· 
the ordinary working man is g-oing to land 
himself if this continues. This Bill should' 
have not only t'he support of this .side of 
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i he House, but also the support of the 
( lpposition. I really beheve-although the 
hon. member for Oxley spoke as he did­
that his intention is to support the Bill, but 
I suppo.se, from the .fact that as the main 
portion of the Opposition are .u.gainst ir., he 
will naturally have to join tlt;,m. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAJLWAYS: You think 
h·· means well? 

Mr. WHITFORD: I think so, but he is 
afraid to say so. 

J\fr. BEBBINGTON : You are a false prophet. 

Mr. WHITFORD : Do not judge me by 
yourself. I think that the hon. gentleman 
who has just resumed his seat means well, 
but, unfortunately, ho is afraid to support 
the Bill owing to the fact that the Opposi­
tion will be up against him. 

A GOVERXJ\IENT MEMBER : Do YOU think 
the " Courier" might give him ~ dressing 
down? 

Mr. WHITFORD: We know the "Dailv 
Standard" will give him credit for it. In 
the event of this Bill being passed, it is going 
h be a very fine benefit to the workers of 
Queensland, which this Government stands 
for; and 1 urr1 going to support jt, (Hear2 

hear!) 

At twenty minutes past 8 o'clock Jl.ln., 

Mr. POLLOCK, one of the temporary chair­
men, took th<::. chair a' Deput;, Speaker. 

HoN. J. G. APl0 EL (Albcrt): The hon. 
member for Oxlcy is to be complimented on 
giving such an admirable exposition of the 
nconomic position and the laws relating 
thereto, so far as they relate to the measure 
now being discussed. 

Mr. WELLINGTOK : Also the member for 
Bnrrum. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I agree, as far as 
the hon. momhor for Burrum is concerned, 
that that is so. The leader of the Opposition, 
in his criticism of the Bill, put the matter 
very clearly from a non-partisan point of 
view. Every member of the community, 
whether engaged in our secondary industries 
or as a primary producer, must realise that. 
as far as prohteering or the existence of 
Jl1onopolies is concerned, it is detrimental 
to the general interests of the community; 
and we are all of one mind on the question 
as to whether or not action should be taken 
where these evils exist. To my mind, the 
point is: Has the Minister, in introducing 
this measure, realised the position rlearlv? 
Is the measure calculated to effect the object 
at which it is aimed? I recollect w"hen 
the present Administration and their sup­
porters sat in Opposition, they criticised 
legislation which was introduced by the then 
Government. I recollect how they appealed 
that legislation should be simplified, and 
that measures should be so drawn that they 
eould be understood by every member of the 
eommunity. 

~ir. ,~OLLI:r'S: 1-Ie,ar, hear! I say "Ht'ar, 
~hear ! again. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I am very glad to 
hear that interjection, and I only regret 
that the member has been unable to prevail 
on the executive of his party to follow out 
the desire which they then expre~sed, because 
a 1nore cumbrous, crude, tyrannical n1easure 
has never been placed before this House 
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before. How many members of this House· 
understand the different sections in that Bi 11? 

Mr. WHITFORD : A few do. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: There may be a 
few, anrl I am very glad to hea~· it. If 
therG an? but a few members of tlns House 
who are able to understand it, with thei1· 
knowledgo and experience gaiued in thiE 
House. how manv members of the eom­
rnunity can be exiwcted to understand it? 

Mr. vVHITFORD: vYo will teach them. 

HoN. J. G. APPEJ~: I trust there will be 
no necessity for the instructions being given 
to the members of the community because, 
while quite in accord with any legislation 
which will attain the object which we all 
de::'ire to see attained, in n1y opinion, this 
measure will not do so. The IVIinistcr, from 
his partisan standpoint, no doubt made a 
very excc,l!ent speech in support of the 
second reading, but it was absolutely 
partis>cn. It is on a par with legislation 
which has been introduced by the present 
Administration-and, by the way-l presume 
that this mea•·un· has been duly submitted 
to the executive of the junta of Turbot 
street, and received their approval. (Govern­
ment laughter.) Might I accept that as 
having been duly done: Mr. Speaker-their 
consent given to the pre-sent Adrninistration 
to introduce it? 

The SECHETARY FOH RAILWAYS: }';o wonder 
you sa:; people won't understand the Bill if 
you think that. 

Ho'i. J. G. Al'PEL: I doubt if the hon. 
g·entlcman himself is prepared to give an 
nxpo.:;ition of this measure. rrhe Minister 
in charg" of the Bill spoke of the hostility 
of tho anti-Labour Press. I have seen no 
evidence of hostility in the Press, nor has 
there been hostility Pxpressed by individual 
mf'mbers, or by the Opposition collectively. 
I have already referred to the criticism of 
the leader of the Opposition, who simply­
while admitting that it was necessary that 
legislation should be enacted-criticised the 
measure from a non-partisan standpoint as 
being cum.bersomc, tyrannical, and ineffective. 
As is usual with all legislation introduced 
by the present Administration, it proposes 
to create another bureaucracy-another 
department, a specific provision being made 
that no member of the Legislature shall b0 
appointed as the head of this department. 
I assume that the outside partisans of the 

party have come to the conclu­
[8.30 p.m.] sion that too many of the sweets 

have gone to the members of the 
Legislature and now desire to participate in 
any future offices. Possibly, that provision is 
an addition made by the junta when they 
revised the Bill and before they returned it 
to the Executive with their approval and 
permission to present it to the Assembly. 

Reference has been made to our State 
enterprises by different speakers, and I want 
to know whether they have assisted in bring­
ing down the cost of living materia!ly. vVe 
have had evidence given by the hon. member 
for Carnarvon, who showed that the price 
of meat had increased-that. despite the fact 
that meat is comma.ndeered from the meat 
companies at a low<?r price than that at 
which it ean be purchased by a proprietary 
butcher, the prire of moat has never gone 
down. W<:> know that is a fact. Yet we 
find that the rattle ,,-hich are raised upon 
the State stations. and which a majority of 

Hon. J. G. Appel.1 
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the thouglttleh public of Qtwcn,;land believe 
are raised for the purpooe of supplving our 
State shops, arc; not used for that· purpose 
hut for the purpose of obtaining the highest 
price [lO'sibk in the State or other markets. 
And vet thi;; is the only enterprise, according 
to the Auditor-General's r()port, by which a 
profit has bcr:n made. \Yby should a profit 
he 111ade "? '\\ t' lwve here au _--\drninistration 
"·ho profess ~ dc:sire to safeguarc! the public 
.of queensland fl·orn incrca:-;ed prirl'S and an 
0nhanced · Cl):--t ni living. Yet \VC find that 
th<•y fi"" the meat which they have 
-practic11ly from th<' lnoatworks at a 
profit--the -onl~, profit which has been rnadP 
as a 1·esult nf of the State enterprises-
-and that tiw < from tlw State stations 
in ,,-hich embarked something ove; 
£1.000,000 arc not being applied to 
the purpo:'P of SfTVrin.!{ C'hcap tncat to the 
people. \Yf' fin.J nlso that tlw hides from the 
<'at.t1c_· raised those stations are not being 
'old m th" <,t a fixed rate, which would 
·enable thc> to produce leather at a 
lower price th'c ruling rate, and thus 
f'nabl(' the lJ'J.·tnufaf'tnrcr to produce foot­
wear at a ( ilertr<--r lrn:l than we find to-day 
but m·: being sold to the highe-~t 
bidde1·R, thev ai'P in the State or 
f)Ut~jdo i.lH' State. · Lnder those circmrn­
f;tanccs) ..1\ir. Spf~tlker, I think vou voursclf 
n1ust- aLhnit that a suspicion u{ust ;; riS{' in 
the Jninds of an:- thinl~.in~- individuals that 
the Adn1ini~tratiq:1 are not bona fide in their 
intention. of all, to 0ndeavour to rrducc 
rhr' cn-;t of and jn thP second inst•ancf' 
f.o f!''t at the• 1 ll'ofit<'er. and in the third 
install('C to aboli:<h monDpolics ''"hiC'h are not 
·for the l-H'nefit of th(' cormnunitY. VVe .all 
know_ t_hat t}1at ~,,·orn-out er~- of the pn~sent 
..--\chnn.nr~tratl{ <.l!~d their supporters of chc\ap 
food H ;lly Ollf' >Yhich misled the 
people. l'nfnyfunate1y, thP people have not 
the nppor~un.1t.:v~ of Yietving and hearing 
'h?n. nwmber·s \\·ho al't· ~itting behind the 
Coyernnlf'nt, '\ ho are mp1nbers of tho 
Adn1inistration. .Just a" a costermoncrer 
induces his dtHlkcy to IHOYe forward 

0
by 

~baking a hunch of carrots before its nose 
:;;o ai\r> the publi ·of Queensland being misled: 
so ar<' thev being ;lrawn into the spider-web 
of thf' pn~;:;en~. Administration by that \Yarn­
out old rry oi cheap food. J u~t as a man, 
f'Yf'n h,v means of ;;:;baking in a tin djsh somo 
harrf'n ~tnnes, is able to catch his horse so 
w-er8 thC' prc~enf· .\dn1inistrntion able' to 
catch the pPopli• nf QueenslnncL I\nd what is 
n1or(' fm1blPrnati{'-\vhnt is lllOl'P tYpiral-of 
the polic,· and odministration of the Labour 
party sitting in governn1ent than bnrrr~n 
stone-, rattling in an en1ptv tin dish? Thov 
are aheolutely typical of tlwir policy, and 'r 
trust that as th0 old horse mav be once 
misled, may be twice mislPd, but ,;ho a third 
time is not mislei!. so the people of Queens­
land will be found no longer to be misled 
by the present _'\dministration and their snp­
porte\s by barren Rtones rattled in an empty 
tin d1sh-sc Pmblf'matic and descriptive of 
their policy. 

Tako the fish supplv. To-da:-· fish is a 
luxury. It was contended bv hon. members. 
when thev appealed to the p~blic and secured 
their sympathies becausP of the parrot cries 
which they uttered of cheap food, that fish. 
of all our article<; of consumption, should 
bP of the cheapest-that it was a food found 
in plenty. The;c havp embarked on the fish 
:industry a cry large amount of money. 

[Hon. J. G. Appd. 

TheY ha Yf' undertaken the purchase of a 
trav\'h•r. I arn not going to say that the 
purchase of a tra\Yl{'r is not, perhaps, a. 
good thing for exploration work, but, to my 
IHind, before pn1barking upon the purchase of 
so -.;alnable a Yessel, one sufficiently adoquatP 
fm· <•xplo1ation work should have been 
chtained. I an1 sure that the rnaintenaacP 
of thi::. rrawler must f'OSt not one pcnn,\ 
]pss than £10,000 per annum, with its crew 
and fu.cl and equipment. \Vhat has it done 
or likd0· to do 'I The otlwr day a fortnight',; 
tra,ding resulted in fish to the valne of some­
thiug like' £300 odd. \Vhat are hon. mem· 
be1, 1vho rais-e these varrot cries of profitccr­
ing doing themseh-es in forcing up food 
prices': I find that the vrice paid to fisher· 
men for mullet is 9s. 6d. 

1\h. BERTR\i\1: Is that too much? 

I-Iox. ,J. G. APPEL: It is nDt too much. 
but they arc depri,-ing the fisherman of what 
is justly his, and charging 14s. 10d. to the 
ronsumer. 

Hon. \Y. H. BARKES: \Vho are the mullet': 
:VIr. KIRWAX: Who are the flathead 'I 

HoK. ,J. G. API'EL: Both the fishermen 
and the public of Queeasland, who were 
misled by that worn-out gramophone cheap 
food cr,v of the present Administration and 
thc>ir follomers. \Ve haYe. then, the fact that 
ihev· o·avo the fishermen Ss for black bream 
;md .:'harge the public 10~. 10d. \ve have 
members sitting on the other side who 
countenance this sort of thing; countenance, 
first of all, a sm><ller price to the fisherman 
than i~ his due, and who, having defrauded 
tlH' fisherman of what is justly his, turn 
;·ound and defraud the public of the benefit 
or· the cheaper price in an endeavour to 
make a profit. At the expense of whom 1 

Of tlw consumer ~ That is an illustration 
of how they arc endeavouring to persuade 
Incn1bcr.-; of this I-Iousc. who aro endeavour­
ing to persuade the people of Queensland. 
that th<;y are opposed to profitecring-they 
>;ho are the rhiefcst offcmders in profiteer­
ing! I know there arc rnemborc on the other 
side who haYP taken a verv ronsiderable 
an1ount of int€rest in rPading~ economic and 
polit'ical works~ but, uniDrtunately, it i~ in 
rho application of their reading that they 
fnii. I haYf> seen in thi~ Hous·J instancP8 
wllere members have read-not studied~an 
artic!P, say, on political economy by Mill, 
but they seh,ct <lflly portions of the theory 
which he has m oh·ed, portions which they 
belie>e will suit them, and they then prc •'cnt 
them to this House and the public as the 
theory and principles which haye been 
evolved b"· that noted \Hiter. They gaily, 
without any practical experience, are pre­
pared to enter into all kinds of enterprises 
whieh require knowledge. en0rgy, and initia­
tiYe. And I might just as well point out to 
members who are so fond of quoting Mill 
that in the article he specially points Dnt 
the inadYisahilitv of an Administration's 
Pntering into the' conduct of private enter­
prises, pointing- out that tbe government of 
the State is quite sufficient for their energies 
and the time at their command. And reading 
the Auditor-General's report. we have abso­
lute confirmation of what Mill has stated 
about such a rnoYe Dn the part of the 
GoYernment, about coming into competition 
with the public \\·ho haYe the energy, the 
PnterprisP. a.nd the knowledg-e necessary in 
these matters. The hon. nwmber for Bun·um 
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tjUOtt·t~ that old saw: •; Fooh rush in where 
ang~'h ft~n,r to trc:~.d." Aye, fools do rush in. 
The hc~n . .rnornbcr for Oxlev instanced our 
.State ,awmills. What haYe the State sawmills 
done in (·onnoction ·with redueing the price 
cf tirnlwr ·) 

}Jr. J-I.-\RTLEY: Ma-de ~on1ething oYer £2.000 
profit. 1a··t yoar. 

Ho~. ,J. G. AI'PEL: It is a disgTace to 
them. m~tklng prof;t <lnd not d0creusing the~ 
co.'5t 0f tho tirnber to the 'WOrker~ \Yho de~ire 
ro have hornc~·. It i:-"; a ·L-li~graee and a scandaL 
It is ,,_, 11 that the publi<e of Queensland should 
kncnY that the n1embers -..Yho profess to be 
J1eir friends are boasting that the State sa"­
milb " adc a profit of £2.000 at the expcn'e 
nf thn unfortunate ·worker \vho rlesiros to 
1-Javc }tis o,,\·n roof ovLr his hPad. I Bi;nv to­
day a paragtaph that that grf"at kauri pin{~. 
!.;;:nown :'S ,; Bell's tl'Pf'." ba.d he en sold for 
£200. It vYas ~tatt-d v·:ith pride that a. few 
years. £6 had bc?n offered as the Y.ilue 
Of thnl. ~-,o-day the present Administra-
tion. -..vho s.rav they an• out to reduce the coH 
of liYing. tou re{h;cc the lHice of ti1nbPr, an~ 
hoaq.iug- of the fact t!l:Jt a treP which bcforn 

\YaJ: ~.nlS wo .... th £6 wa-s S{)}d lly thPrn for 
Now, Cftn we pos.,ibly expect to get 

p tirnbcr ·when tlw ~\_clmillistration are 
de1nanding sueh an imnwnse price for ont" 

I tf>])eat a~ain you haYe only to con­
t,hc' renort of the Auclitor-Ger,·ral upon 

financiil rnanagC'1ncnt of the GoYernmunr, 
nnd (Jf ~tatn and upon those Stat~ 

Then, can we con­
Aciministl·utlon-profitecr-s 

to tho nwst supPrlat.iYe degree 
in t.hi:3 lne{:t~urc~ \Yhirh thcv F!l'f' 

:ncl which pro~loH~s to d0al 
\Yith profit;_ers and ·with n1onopolists? Th8 
'.Iiniste1· m<.de a point of the fact that the cost 
of !iYing had increased 60 odrl per cent.-tlw 
hic:he~t iJwreasP in anv of the States of the 
cD~rnm\)n'-. ealth. \Yhat is the good of ~a.\·inu· 
·t·hat that ri.sc i:-1 Ouc to the Cornrnonwea!th ·.1 

As lwR i><'Pn pointed out. the Commonwr··tlth 
~·on,rn' !.h<.' whole of the State. of Australia. 

Nlr. H ·\RTLEY: Thev fJxed the "·hole of the 
prices during the \:val·. 

Ho~. J. G. APPEL: If this "·ere ·rluc to 
the :mnmonwealth Govcrnrncnt. then the 

in the cost of Jiviny; \Yould be equal 
States of thf' {]oinmolnYcalth, hut 

iu those State~ whi<eb arc adrninist0rcd 
!1v ?\ational party. which Hro adtnini~-
tCred hy· sane finance, that the cost has been 
les•. \Vherc it is administered by a party 
\Yho ere al,<olutely inept so far as finaHce is 
.;::onccrncd. the increase has been greatest of 
;1 nv of the States of the Commonwealth. The 
.'di.nister pointod out, I think, that the wage­
canwr was 11 points behind still. Everyone 
\Yh<, hae the smallest amount of business 
knowledge tnust realise that as \Yagcs. rise so 

. muet tlw cost of production go up. That is but 
-natural. The State itself, when entering upon 
an enterprise to make a proflt--and they have 
net made much profit-must take int:O con­
>ideration the capital which is involved and 
the expense of producing the particular 
.utidC'. Unquestionahly, onre of the factors in 
increasod. cost of living is th0 incroase in the 
y;agP~ of those "\vho are ,asRlsting in the pro­
duction of the article. There is one thing 
·that tho Minister forgot. and that is this-the 
prcsNrt Administration claim to be scientific 
·taxe"'. The Treasurer reforre·d to his taxa­
·tion rnea.sures as being n1easures of scient.ifle 

taxatinn. I think even· member of the 
con1n1unity \vho bas h3.d this enortnous 
incre~sc of taxation-I think it is 80 per cent. 
--sinf'e the present Adn1inistrntion hav( been 
in power roali6(!S that it is scientific. Ther,_• 
is not OlH' men1ber of the con11nuuib. 'A'ho is 
taking an interest in tho Bettle~ont and 
acha1wemcnt of the State who i' not affected 
by that scientific tHxation. Under formpr 
.c\tlmini:;:tr.ntiolls, \Yhcru an individual pur­
chasPd a piece of ground on 0xtolldt d tenns of 
payrnt>llt, an a !2,TCCnH~nt of ~ale \Vas made, and 
it wa·. required that a stamp of 2s. 6d. shnu!d 
be tlffixcd to that agrecrncnt, the whole 
anwunt <Jf st.nmp <C.lut~.- being paid -when t.ht~ 
papers wore completed and the actual transfer 
took place. The pn~s0nt ... .c\dmini~tl'ation havt) 
taken ,-pry good eare that no futu~e .\Jminis­
t.ratio11 sl1a1l rccf'iV<' any st-:unp duty fron1 any 
of thosP tr.ansaetions, hc•eLugc thcv now 
reqnirc that when an agn~C'Jncnt of ·f11c i .. 
n1adc, although the purchase moncv has not 
been paid-- " 

Tl1P DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order 1 I hone 
the holl. n1elnber will connect his rernarks 
with the Bill. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I am simply encleu­
,·ouring· ro i'XPrnpl i{o- the fact that the JHcscnt 
GoYCl'lHnent a~·e profitcel~·. and as prolitct'l'~ 
thev C':lnllot be bona fi-de in this rneasurc \Yhich 
the,· haYP presentocl to this House. N O\Y, 

·whi1t is a profit·~pr? I haYt~ heard Bevcral 
attempts tnadc in this House to describe what 
a profiteer is. 

Tlw SEi'HET.\HY FOR HAtLW.\YR: If Elijah 
\Yerf' h(:l'C h0 would be a profltcPr. 

IIox. ,T. G. AP PEL: IIe \Yent up to 
hcaYC'n. The hon. gentlcrnan's T\.finistry iK 
supposed to be !ft. heavcn-ch__,_:wcndcd IVIinistry. 
Thev dcsrPndcd: h0 ascended. Tht~ Minister, 
in ~q)cnking of \V hat he ternwd tbe profitPers--­
i.hP n10r< anti le cornrnnnity. tho tniddh~Hlf'll. 
the nH;:·challts. and comme'r('ialnwn interested 
in our secondary inclustriPs --described them 
as being '' pC'rnlcious comhiuations, harpir-;;. 
y .unpin,~. and cotnnlcrciu 1 ccnnorant-s." fie 
also refcrrf'Ll to ';the wolfish Yisage of lnono­
polics.'' H0 certainl.v desrrihe·d the present 
Administration. ·when we r0alise thHt we 
and the workc•rs of this State owe a great 
debt. of gratituclP to the merchant.s, not alone 
in the Commonwealth of Australia, but in the 
Enll)irr--

:Mr. Cor.uxs: ·what for? 

Ho;.;. J. G. APPEL: That shows what a 
shallow student of economics the hon. 
member must be. Addison wrote in the 
" Spectator" of a. visit "hich he paid to the 
Stock Exchange in London, and described his 
feelings when he sa.w the merchants of the 
Empire conferring and ·doing business w1th 
men from all parts of the earth. He spoke 
r,f the magnitude, of the transactions which 
took place between them and the inhabitants 
of other parts of the world; the immense 
sums which, owing to their knowledge of 
busin0ss. th0y were ahle to handle for the 
benefrt. of thB communitv: the rich argosies 
which went forth to different lands with 
articles manufactured bv the workers of 
Groat Britain, and distr;buted those manu­
facturc·d articles, and bmught from those 
distant countries the wealth of primary pro­
duce which, being brought to the Empire. 
offorded employment to the workers of that 
Empire. resulting in the bringing of wealth 
to th<' whole community. Then we find men. 

Hon . .f. G. Appel.] 
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'hallow read(•r,, who talk in that '.train of 
rho merchants of Great Britain who were 
the Empiro-huilders. Unquestionably we 
to-day, n1embers of the Empire in this great 
'Zmthland of Australia, are indebted to the 
members of the mercantile communitv for 
the benefits which W(' are enjoying. · 

The SECRETARY FOR R.ULW.\YS: How did 
tlwy treat their sailors? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Well the seamen of 
Great Britain wore men of ~hioh any com­
nmnity might be proud. 

The SECRETARY FOR R \JL WAYS: Tlwy were 
tneated very badly. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The shipping com­
panies tvcro referred to as haYing made 
in1n1enSf) profits. 

The SECRET.IRY FOR RAILWAYS: Hear, hear! 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The Minister says 
''Hear, hear." I would like him to conduct 
the busine~s. I know how he would conduct 
the railways if he had a free hand and was 
not subj0ct to a junta. He would make them 
pay. I give the hon. gentleman credit that 
he is a man who could conduct a business if 
he had a free hand. I know he would con­
duct the affairs of tho shipping· companies in 
exactly the same way in which they arc being 
conducted--and that is, that they might be 
so manag0d that they would not invo]ye a 
loss upon those who have invested their 
savings in their shares. Unfortunately some 
n1en will not exorcise their brains. W ~ ha vo 
to realise that to-day the life of a steel ship 
IS not more than twenty-five vcars as a fir"t­
dass ship. The vessels \vhich ·are bcino- use-d 
11ot alone on our overse,·a but on our ~oastaJ 
traffic, are of quite a different character and 
Yalue to those which were employed a few 
years ago; a vessel emploved on our coast 
if she is to return any pr~fit on the cost of 
her construction, is a vessel which might 
average up to 10,000 tons, which to-day will 
cost something like £200,000, if not more. 
These companie~, in conducting their busi­
nesses, must make a sufficient amount of 
profit to cover renewals which they have to 
make. Yet, without examining into tho 
matter at all, hon. members take the 
gross profit, and say, " Look at the immense 
profits that are being made by the shipping 
?ompanies." Then the Colonial Sugar Refin­
mg Company was referred to. I know, as a 
matter of fact, that on the South Johnstone 
there :;re different sugar mills, but amongst 
them . IS one which is the property of the 
Colomal . Sugar Refining Company and 
another IS a State mill. The Commission 
has limited the areas in which each mill is 
to operate. I want to know how is it that 
t~e Colonial Sugar Refining Company can 
g1 ve 5s. a ton more for cane than can the 
Government mill? It is a fact that the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company were pay­
mg 5s. a ton more _for cane than was paid by 
the Government mill. I want to know why? 
It was b~cau~e the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company s mill was operated efficiently, and 
they could make a profit while the State mill 
made a loss. 

Mr. SMITH: The State mill pays more than 
the private milL 

[Hon . .f. G. ApJNT. 

At 9 o'clock p.m., 
The SPEAKER resume<! the chail'. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I cannot conceive that 
the Governn1ent, or the members sitting: 
behind them, arc honest or bona fid,J in this 
rnatter. I signified my intention of scrut.inls­
i ng- this Bill to st'P if any provision had been 
made to safeguard. the primary producers nf 
the Stat". There IS absolutely no proYision 
ma,de m the Bill to safeg·uar.d the interests 
of tho prirnary producer. The co-onerative 
associations are threatened by this B[IL Tlw 
sole object of the Bill is simply to -afcguard 
at any cost one class of the communitv. 
Hon. members preach what they call .. da~s 
eons<'iousncss." 'l_1hey saY that the class theY 
repre1':if'nt a.r£> the only r;wmbnrs of thP con;'_ 
munity lit to administer t!w affairs of the 
community. The prin1arv prodtH'Pl' and 1 h~, 
wo!'kcrs in the sc•cm,darv" ln-du:-:trlt ~ Jtln-.::t l11• 
subject to that one >f'lUb3.~ 

:Yh. GLEDSO": They are all workcn. 

Hox. ,J. U. APPEL: That is the> ohje<'t uf 
thrs 1neasure. That is adrnittetd h\· int('rjec-
tions of hon. nK·mbPrs oppositP. . 

Tht• SPEAKER: Order! The lwn. mcnJ­
ber has exceeded the time allow••d lw rhe 
Standing Orders. · 

'I11e SECRETARY FOR AGRICCL'ITRE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Encham): I desire to 
make a few remarks on this BilL First of 
all, I tender my earnest congratulations to 
the Minister for Public Work'; on the able 
manner in which he introduced this Bill and 
the statosmanlike way in which he dealt with 
the eyi]s it is hoped it will The 
criticism of the measure so not 
requit·c nnwh replying to. I an1 ~oing to 
reply to some of them and to r1eint out tlw 
neceesity for the measure, and to touch upon 
the difficulties of price-fixing. Price-fixing is 
no new thing so far as private price-fixing 
is co~1cerned in the interest of rings and 
combmes. As you are aware, Mr. Speaker, 
there IS as much need for this measure 
in Australia as in any part of the world. 
Persona~ly, I have suffered greatly ,from 
pnce-Hxmg under the Colonial Sugar 
Refimng Company, and it was ldt to a 
Labour Minister in the person of yourself to 
introduce a price-fixing measure 'which has 
opened the eyes of Austra]i,a; and the ,ugar­
growers ha ye learned to sec the justice of 
that measure, which has put tens of thou­
sands in their pockets. We have not heard 
ho~1. members oppo~ite protest against price­
fixmg of the Colomal Sugar Refining Com­
pany, but we know quite well that at ono 
tin;e the Colonial Sugar Refining Company 
paid then men £1 2s. 6d. a week, and paid 
the sugar_-grower 13s. 6d. a ton for his ca.ne. 
At one time I received as low as ls. 6d. a 
ton for cane myself. We neycr hear mem­
bers opposite protest against that sort of 
pr~ce-fi~mg. \V:hen it is attempted to regulate 
pnces 111 the_ mterests of the producers we 
hear tho wails of the Tories and so-called 
fnends of the producers against price-fixing 
No ono has suffered more than the farme~ 
ove1: hig~ prices, f~eight, machinery, iron, 
fencmg-wue, grocenes, clothing, etc. The 
hon. member for Oxley and the hon. member 
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for ..Alh--:rt also had sornething to say 
a boLlt the prico-fixin" of timber and about 
the> price of royaltiB• fixed by' the present 
:\linister for Lands. I desire to sav that the 
pTosent Minister for Lands de~erves tho 
t hunks of the people of this Sta to for having 
at least so r-~gulatcd the royalties as to receive 
t lw fuil we.asuro of the value of the timber 
le" the coet of delivorv of the timber at the 
mill. I "" quit0 sati~fied of this: That, if 
the Minister for Lands reduced the ro_valty by 
100 1"'1' -c,ont. or 200 per cent., the people 
who use the timber would not get it anv 
chcapu This has to bo borne in mind: Tha-t 
vYhile Liberal Governments in thB past 
allowed the first crop. which took 150 years 
t" grow, to bo dostroyod by fir.P or handed 
ovt•r to the timber combine, the present 
:\linister for Lands is the first Minister to 
atternpt, to conserve the people's asset in the 
form of timber. Our fast-diminishing crops 
of ti mbcr ehoul·d be pres-erved, not so :nuch 
fur the prc-.cnt generation, but in order to 
kt•ep wmething for posterity. I think he 
-de<enPS well at the hands of the iWOple of 
C~ucensland for having nutde an atte~npt. to 
r-.a nj ~om<~ of our fast-di1ninishing forests by 
,,u adJ Listmg the royalty as to make the people 
1d1o buy the logs pay ndue at the stump 
],.,, thf1 cost of delivery at the mill. That 
is the s0 ··tom of royalty adopted by the 
:'\Iinis~er for Lands, and it is the svstPm that 
will haY<' the effect of conson-ing s;:,mo of the 
f"st-dirninishing for<'sts in Queensland. vVe 
jntagi1w, :many of us, that (~ucr:nsland is a 
gT''at tin1bcr couutry as cotnparcd ''Tith other 
{·ountrit ~. Queenslaud is not a gr·cat tirnbcr 
t·vuntry 1 and we are finding it out now. The 
present Nfinistor for Lands has realisod that, 
and !w has endeavoured against great opposi­
·tinn tD conserve sorrw of our for·csts. G{~l'­
llJany. Fr~~_nee, and other parts of +hf-~ ~.vorld 
{·oJOservo from 12 per cent. to 30 per cont. of 
tlwir ana.s as timber forests, while in Aus­
tralia lw··: than 2 per cont. is conserved for 
fo,·estry purposes. I want to pass on to deal 
with some of the criticisms of this Bill. The 

-critici·-rn of the lea-der of the Opposition, 
:'IIr. J\1ec:artnoy, practically amounts to this­
ill That Mr. Larcombo has not produced 
,pecitic mdancos of proftteering; (2) that the 
( 'ontro! of Trade Act was not use.d by this 
CnvcrnnlL'nt prior to the co1nrnenccrnent of 

•( 'ommomccalth price-fixing, •and that it could 
·lw used now, because the Commonwealth 

egulations have bPon rop·calcd (this item 
a nwunto to an attack on the sincerity of th0 
Co\~ernrnent in introducing the Profiteoring 
Prevention Bill); (3) that a Hoval Commis­
' ion should be appointed to find ,.out whether 
tllL\re iR any profitcering in Quocnslflnd: 
(~I that the remedy for the high cost of living 
;, incrE ascd produr·tion. The fact remains 
·that profiteering d<wo exist in Queensland, 
and the object of this Bill is to appoint a 
'J"'rmanerrt commis~ion which will be created 
as soon as the Bill has bc·on passed. It will 
be the <:luty of the Commissioner, under this 
Bill, to locate the individual cases, not the 
i\[inister. The commission will have suffi­
' [,,nt power to find out if there is any 
t•rofitcering. what are the causes of it, and 
'"' il,l attempt to deal with it. With regard 
to the second charge of the leader of the 
'<lpposition that the Control of Trade Act 

is not u;ed by the Government, I want to 
point out. ftrst of all, that the Control of 
Trade Act, as Mr. Denham's speech on 
page 654 of " Hansard " indicates, is a 
war measure. He said there that the Bill 
will become operative by proclamation and 
will b0 operative during the war, and it 
would be rescinded by proclamation on the 
declaration of peace. 

Mr. BEBBil\GTON: Has it been rescinded 
yet'? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
No; but will on the passage of this more 
cornprchensivo measure. 

Mr. BEBBIKGTON: Then, it is still in force. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGHICUI/l'URE: 
We are doing 6omething which will have a 
g-reater force than that measure. 1'he Con­
trol of Trad~ Act was purely a price-fixing 
Bill, and a purely price-fixing Bill will not 
succeed. I ha vc not a great deal of fatth 
in price-fixing n1yself as a. pern1anent solu­
tion of this great world problem. I am like 
the Svdncv "Bulletin," which says that the 
politi,~ian who claims to remedy the high cost 
of )iying by price fixation alone is either a 
fool or a knaYc. This is an honest attempt 
to ftx fair prices and d'eal with combines and 
monopoJie,. That is the most essential 
feature of this BilL The Bill passed 
by the Liberal Government does not deal 
with combines and monopolies. When this 
Bill becomes law, naturaily the Ncces· 
sary Commodities Bill will bo repealed. 
That is a brief reply to argument No. 2. 
In regard to th~ appointmont of a Royal 
Commission it is quite in keeping with the 
hon. gontlom an to say that " tf profitcering 
exist,; it should be dealt with." \Vhat a 
comfort to the worker with a large family 
these words must convey. Ho asks that 
a Hoyal Cornmi5sion should be appointed to 
sec if it is here. We know that it is hQre. 
We have ample evidence to know that pro­
fiteoring is here and that something must 
bo done. A Government that remains in­
active and does not attempt to deal with this 
great world problem does not deserve to 
remain in power. That deals briefly with 
argument No. 3 that a Royal Commisesion 
should bo appoint~d to deal with the ques­
tion. I notice that Mr. Hughes on his way 
out from England made a speech at Durban, 
in which he said-

" Every day the cost of living was 
rising; \vith cver:v rise in ·wages there 
was an increase in the cost of living. 
There were two classes of enemy in 
society, the Bolshevik and the pr~fiteer. 
He spoke for those who had nothmg to 
do with either, and said, ' Damn them 
both.'" 

He says. " Damn them both." :Mr. Hughes, 
on the 2nd September, 1919, is reported as 
having made use of the following words:-

" I ask myself why is industrial unrest 
greater now than it was before the war. 
and I am forced to the conclusion that 
the cause is profiteering." 

He now makes a further declaration on the 
eve of a general election, and .decides to 
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follow the old Torv method of appointing a 
Royal Commission" to find out where the 
profltePr ie. \V e know that profitcering is 
here, and this Bill provides for a Commis­
sioner ID be appointed, armed with sufficient 
po·wer to trace costs, send for persons and 
papors, and find out exactly where the pro­
fiteers arc and deal with them in a drastic 
way. A great of criticism was levelled at 
this GoYernment by members on the other 
side during 1915, when we attempted to cDn· 
trol prices. Just about the time when the 
Govcrnn1ont was regulating the prices of 
buttBr, the " Brisba.no Cm1rier " used to come 
out time and again with headings of this 
kind. These headings appeared in the 
·'Brisbane CDurier." On the 2-5th Novem­
ber, 1915, there were these headings. reading: 
"'The Dear Food Governnwnt,n ~'Price of 
Butter lncrcast!d 1d. per lb." Then on 4th 
De<'ember, 1915, the "Courier" had the 
following· headings: " The• D0ar FoDd Go­
v_crnnHmt,'' ''Butter up again," ''A con~ 
"dcrable rise." Those are the headinas that 
appeared in the "Brisbane Courier~" thB 
paper that suppDrts the hon. member fDr 
Drayton, who is ,tlways talking about hDw 
the farmer is being robbed. \Vhcn the Labour 
Go.-ernrnent incr< a"c'd th<:> price of butter 
based on the evidence bcfDrP tlwm the 
''Courier" complains bitterlY. The' hDn. 
m~mber for Drayton attempts to com·ey to 
th1s House that there is a great differ0nce 
between your action, Jl.1r. Speaker, in con­
nection with fixing the price of butt<:r and 
the action taken by the CommDnwealth 
Government. The hon. member would have 
us believe that the action of the Common­
wealth Gov(lrnment was carried out in a 
statcsmanlikc wa.y in the interest of the 
Australian producer. In order to attempt to 
deceive th~ electors of Australia, the Federal 
member, Mr. Sinclair, in the House of R<:>nre­
sentativcs the other day, said that the butter 
producers of Quc>cnsland were robbed bv the 
Ryan Government of 40s. a cwt. " 

Mr. BEJlBINGTON: That is correct. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
That is not true, as I will prove. The 
"Brisbane Courier," more concerned about its 
city supporters-the people that the hon. mem­
ber for Drayton has no time for and reo-ards 
as criminals-used to come out .;,ith headings 
agamst the Government every time the· price 
of butter was raised, just because the· Govern­
ment wanted tD do the fair thing by the 
farmer. At. that time there was no o-reater 
critic of the Ryan GDvernment tha~ Mr. 
:V!assoy Gne-ne. Ho represents a farming 
d1stnct, and knows something about dairying 
from actual experience. I am sonv I have 
not got the speech delivered by him ~~ Tweed 
Heads about the timB that those articles 
appeared in tho " Courier." But he 
declared that the law Df supply and 
demand was the only way Df f1xing prices. 
By a curiDus coincidence he became price­
fixer in the Federal Parliament, but we never 
hear the member for Drayton nDw or any 
member on the OppDsition side clamouring 
~bout the farmers' treatment by Mr. Greene 
m the Federal GoYernme·nt. He took their 
butter and pas,ed it over tD the pBople of 
Great Britain at from 50s. tD 70s. w'l' c .. t. 
lower than they should have got there. 
NDt only that, but when the Commonwealth 
GoYcrnment bought their ships they had so 
much sympathy for the dairy farmer and the 
pr1mary producer that they bought ships 

[Hon. W. N. Gillies. 

with no refrigerating machinery, and tht­
coru-;equence \Vas that, while the frc-i<2;ht t'l! 

butter from Australia to Great Britain before 
the war was 2s. 6d. for a 56-lb. box, during 
the war it was raised to Ss. ?~d.-over 100 
per cent. increase. \Vhat has the membe-r 
for Drayton to say about that? 

Mr. BEBBINGTOX: Didn't all freight rise 1 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Yes, and the net profits of the British ship­
owners went up during the war from 10 per 
cont. to 6n per cent., and the CommDnwealth 
Government made £2,000,000 sterling out oi 
their ships. Australian wheatgrowers got 
4s. 9d., >Yhile the Canadian got 9s. 2d. There 
is no talk about that £mm the "so-called 
friends of the farmers." Becaus<' the 
Liberal CommDnwealth GDvernment <lid it, ic 
was all right. 

:\1r. VoWLES: YDu seized the butte·r 
because there was a local shortage-that was. 
tbe excuse. 

The SECRETARY FOE AGRICULTURE: 
vVe seized it because it was bought up from 
the farmers and locked in cold storeG b~­
spcculators. 

:VIr. BEBBII\GTOK: You seized the butter here 
at 140s. when we could have got 240s. in 
Melbourne. I will prove it to you, 

The SECHETARY FOR AGRlCLJLTlTHl<:: 
Is the member for DraytDn making this. 
spe·ecb, JYlr. Speaker, or am I? The Com· 
momvealth Government fixed the price of 
butter for the producers in Australia, and 
allowe-d that butter to be sold in England 
al from 40s to 70s. loss than the actnal value. 
Danish butter was bringing from 60s. to 
lOOs. more than ~\ustralian butter for nD 
bette-r quality. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : They treated us Yery 
differently from what you have done. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
To show tho misleading statements made by 
JYir. Sinclair a few days ago, I have a table 
compiled by yourself, Mr. 8pe·aker, when you 
wcr0 in charge of the Agricultural Depart­
ment, showing the distribution of the profit;; 
made by the sale of butter taken DYer by 
vDurself and one attached showing the 
prDfits distributed to the factDries through­
Dut Queensland, irrespective of whether they 
were exporting factories or not. A fact?ry 
in my district which is not an exportmg 
factory got the benefit of this deal. The 
total profits on the· sale, less the cost Df 
freight-no charge was made by the ;:lepart· 
mcnt at all-amounted to £32,000, whJCh was 
distributed to the various factories through· 
out the State. There is no Dccasion for me 
to give- the names of these factories and th<> 
amounts but with the permission Df the 
House, 'r wo;_,ld like to have it put into 
" Hansard," if not already there. 

The SPEAKER : Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the figures mentioned by thb 
Minister for Agriculture be inserted in 
'· Hansul'd ')? 

HoXOTTRABLE :\1EMBERS : Hear, he-ar 1 

Mr. BEBBIXGTON : Hear, hear ! I also want 
to have this [holding up paper] inserted after­
v,-ards. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I thank the House for this privilege. This 
i-; very important, because some of the 
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factories did not, in fairnees to you, Sir. publicity; and, if put into "Hansard." it 
as Minister for Agriculture, g·r ve full will show the exact position 

DISTRIBUTION OF £32,000 (SURPL\:S ON ACCO'CXT OF BU'r1'1CR ACQ'CIRim I>UitiNG 191.) "\ND 1\)](i U'<DER 
"THE COl<:rTROL OF TRAlJJ<~ AUT O.F 1014 "), ON BASIS OF l1rTTER (ALl, GRAfH~S) ~L\."NlJFAC'l'l:H.EH 

DURING THB )IO~TH8 JL:XJ<>OCTOBER, 1016, BOTH IXCI~17SlVJ.;, BY AT.T. QUEEXSLAXD :F.\C'I·tHU,·:S. 
- ---·----"·"--~ -----~----

1 Proportion o! l'ropo1 tio1l of I 
Production P£tyri'ent on Jl,lvnwnt of 

l?actory. {lb) on ',\luch .~tcount Balanre 
1 

DH.;tlibution 23rd .June, 1917, ~6th ~eptt>rnlJcr, I 
1 iJa,cd. n·;,ouo. Hll7, £o,oou. 

--·--·--~~~----- -------~--~- -------1---------- -~ 

E'k Co-operative DairY Co., Ltd. 
li.undaberg Cowoperative Dairy Co ... i 
~laclagan Valley Co-operatiYe Dairy' 

Co., Ltd. . . . . . ·1 
Pioneer Butter Factor;·, .Xorth lps~ 

wkh (A. M. Lintou) . . . . 
Chinchilla Co-opcmtiye ]):,iry Co .. u,l. 
\V~1r-wick Butter antl Dniry Co., Ltd. 1 

Uakc;.' Di~triet Cu-operatiYe Butter 
1 Co., Ltd. . . . . . . 

Kin Kin Co-operative Dairy Co., Ltd. 
ltoma Co-operative J);_liry Co., .Ltd ... 
t)ueew;land Farmers' Co-operati\·e 

Co., Ltd. (Booval, &e.) 
Silverwood Butter Factory Co., I)td., 

Uatton .. 
Tcrrort-1 Creek anll ;)amP-on Yale Co­

operative Co., l...td., Terror~ Creek 
*Premier l3utter ~\u_.tory l'o., Ltd., 

South Brisbane .. 
Farm erR and Producers' CO-OJJerative, 

Ltd., Rockha.mptou · 
Cabuolture Co-operative Co., Ltd. 
3laleny Co-operative Dairy Co., Ltd. 
)[tuhnrg Butter l''adory (~\. L . .l!'red-

-erich) .. 
Killarucy Dairy C'o., }Ad. 
~tanley l{ivcr Co-operative Co., Lt(l., ! 

Woodfunl . . . . 
Southern Queensland Co-operatin~ 

Dairy Cu., Ltd., 1\ingston 
:Xanang') Co-operative Dair~r Co., JAd. 
I.ogan and Alllert Co-operath·e Dairy 

Co., Ltd., .BeaudeP.crt .. 
:.\Iaryborough Co~open1tive Dairy Co., 

Ltd. 
ltoekhampton DiHtrirt Co-operatiye 

Dairy Co., J,td. . . . . . . 
Athertun Table laud Co-operatiw But-

ter and Bacon Co., Lt<l. .. 1 

qayndah Co~operative Dairy Co., Ltd. 
Crow's Nest Butter Co .. Ltd. 
J>ommer Bros., Ipswich 
Port Curtis Co-operatiYc Dairy Co .. 

Ltd. . . . . i 
Downs Co-operative Dairy. Co., Ltd. 1 
\Yide Bay Co-operatiYe Dairy Co., 

Gyrnpie .. 
t~oornbungce Co-operative Hairy Co. 1 
South llurnett Co-operative Dairy ' 

Co., JAll., l\Jurgon 

Lb. 
1 :!l,O.f.f 
14\!,11~ 

7:!,87~) 

11.810 
·Hi, 7H7 

;,H,OIIl 

:20:{,:217 
1;>7,:J:>n 
:JI-\,U82 

l,HO,G:l2 

4-J,3"i8 

10!,;)40 

4-:1,_'.20 
flbi'>,HH> 
:2U6,05U 

}:~7,708 
J..:l71i 

ID:3,0J() 
1:!.\1,:308 

:386,180 

l0i,71l0 

. .r/·~,016 
110.D9t) 
l-1·1-.~)6~) 
;).L:Z05 

1!J8,H:Jl 
~)(j:J,UU6 

~·J2,:314: 
17:3,880 

5UJ)iGO 
17cl;H~-! 

£ s. d. 
207 11 !) 
:;~8 0 

160 6 4 

20 0 0 
HJ2 18 ;, 

1,1!):2 4 

H7 0 li 
346 :) I) 

8:3 1G 

8,188 12 ·) 

778 () 11 

!ll 11 .) 

00 u :3 
2,168 18 ll 

651 ;, 1 

30:2 :! 5 
'jf) 1·> 4 

:271 15 

1,7H s n 
:284 1:2 111 

840 10 ll 

8:22 H Hl 
:2-l± :3 ;j 
:318 18 IJ 

70 0 10 

3J.9 13 1 
2,124: Hl 0 

1,21-l 19 1 
:182 \) 10 

1,10:2 17 4 
81J3 11 0 

£ s. d. 
104: 14 -
1~8 

(:2 14 8 

]0 3 (; 
40 ,, (i 

4(-)G 10 ~1 

174 18 G 
J :)~) H u 

::;:2 ] [) 

1.:247 14 -± 

:Hi 12 4 

:)9 () -± 
i"'4H 14 0 
~;)4 1 U B 

J lH 1:2 .~ 
~u 11 ~~ 

(;B~ 12 1 
111 :,; 

:-}~1 lR 10 
\1;, 10 HI 

1:24 10 11 
28 11 t; 

1'-!G lG ~) 

S:JJ HJ 1 

47;) s 4 
14\J 1:J 

4:Jl ll 
];)4 (I 

l ~ l 
l~ 

1H~ ll 

H 

11 

1\ 
11 

l 

I) 
(I 

() 

() 

1~ () 
liJ· 

i1 lU 
H 0 

1 ,'lE1 Jo ., 

11 1 () 

l:J 8 
J -l:: L 
H 'I 

1Ul 1·) li 

4::<,6 •,l 

Z,D;:;o U 

\V. ~lemon <.\lHl t.ons, Ltd., \\'allo~t; 1 
------ --------'----------!-~----------

10,455,737 £:23.000 0 0 £9,000 IJ u 

*Paid to Foggit·t, Jones, and Co., J_.tU., in pursuance of authority dated lGth 1\ovemll::-r, 1016, ~iYrn 
by Premier Butter :Factory, Co .. IAcl. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: But what did the 
Commonwealth Government do? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON also intcrjecte·d. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE. 
The hon. member for Drayton should 
endeavour to assist his colleague in the 
Federal House, Mr. Mackay, who has 
endeavoured, without success, for a long time 
to get the exact facts from the Common­
wealth Government as to charges and profits 
on butter. If he will get those figures, we 
will endeavour to put them into "Hansard" 
also. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: We haYe the money; that 
is the hard fact. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The Commonwealth Government have not 

satisfied Mr. :Mackay with regard to charges 
made by them in ·handling the butter. I 
have just pointed out that, with the enor· 
mons profit made out of ships by the 
Commonwealth Government-two million 
sterling-they did not show any sympathy for 
the dairy farmer. They did not endeavour 
to purchase ships with refrigerating space, 
but loft them to the tender mercies of the 
shipping con1bine. 

ML MoRGAN: What did you do for the 
farmers up North during the railway strike 
with regard to their fruit? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Referring again to the early criticism of 
our honest attempt to regulate prices m 1915, 
I have a pamphlet here, published by the 
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Free Trade and Land Values League of 
Victoria. I believe that they are disciples 
of Henry George, and are quite honest in 
their ideas with regard to this matter. They 
published an extract from their work, " The 
Common People of Ancient Rome," wherein 
they sa.y, speaking of Diocletian, the Roman 
Emperor~ 

" When {by his various legal burdens) 
he lnd brought on a state of exceeding 
hi~h prioes by his different acts of 
injustice, he tried to fix, by law, the 
pric<•s of articles offered for sale: there­
upon for the Yarious trifles much blood 
was shed, and out of fear nothing was 
offered for sale, and scarcity grew much 
worse until, after the death of many per­
sons, the law was repealed from mere 
nt~Ce'Bsi ty. 

"The Emperor Julian, sixty years 
aftc·r DioclPtian, fixed the price of wheat 
for the people of Antioch, by an edict. 
The holders of grain hoarded their stock. 
The Emperor brought supplies of it into 
th 0 c·ity, from Egypt and elsewhere, and 
sold it at the legal price. It was bought 
up by speculators, and in the end Julian, 
like Dioclctian, had to acknowledge his 
inability to cope with an economic law." 

That was their <1rgument in favour of 
prDfitecring. Nearly a thousand years latcr-·-­
as quote.-l by :Vlr. Fihelly, the present Minister 
for Rnilwa: s, in this House--one of t·he 
Phmtu c•·c·nct kings, Henry III.. enacted-

" Especially be. it commanderl that >10 

forestaller be suffered to dwell in any 
town.'' 

,Here we have a good deGnition of a profiteer. 
It goes on-

" H. defines ' a forestaller' as a man 
who, seeking his own eYi! gain, goes to 
meet corn, fish, herrings, or other articles 
for sale as they are being brought by 
land or water, carries them off, and con­
tl·ives that they shall be sold at a clearer 
rate. 

" Such a man the St<ltute rlcclarcs is 
the• public enemy of the whole rommunfty 
and countrv. He that is convict thereof 
the first time shall lose the thiugs so 
bought; the secoud time he shall have 
judgment of the pillory; the third time 
he shall be imprisoned <J.nd make fine. 
And this judgmcmt shall be given upon 
all manner of forestallers; likewise upon 
those who have given them counsel, help. 
or fa ;'OlU." 

'The hon. n18mbor for Toowong would come 
under the category of having given advice, 
counsPl. or help in favour of "the fore­
'tallcr. '' 

Many honest attempts have been made to 
fix prices. But, as a rule, price-fixing has 
been carried out, not in the interests of the 
peopl•"-tbe producers or consumem-but the 
SJH-'Clda.tors. themselves, \Vho, in fixing prices) 
are th,_ people who squeal against any 
attempt hy the Government to regulate their 
proftts. 'The single-taxers were quite honest 
in their belief that price-fixing was wrong­
that the only way of solving the problems 
was to have free trade. Henry George had 
not h<'en able to see the great growth of 
trusts and combims. He was unable, in his 
time, to recognise the great strides made by 
trusts and combines during the last twenty­
five years. If he were alive to-day he would 
11ot pin his f<1ith to single-tax or free 
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trade. Protection in America-his country­
has had the effect of bringing a large popula­
tion there, which is a desirable thing. lt 
would be much hotter for Australia to bring 
tho people here to use the things we produce 
than to ship the raw products away .and 
bring back the finished article at fancy prices. 
While America has been doing that, she has 
been building up trusts and combines and 
creating Inillionah~cs. Socrates sai·d, "Man 
would not be wholly free until all the work 
was done ln- machinerv." Socrates did not 
recognise that machinery was going to be 
greedily controlled by a small section of the 
people to the detriment of the worker. It 
would be " good thing if all the laborious 
work were done by :rnachincry sa long as it 
was done in the interests of the people; but 
if it put the worker out of employment, it is 
not going to be good for the community. 
Those philosophers, though wise in their 
generation. did not realise the great growth 
that has taken place in trusts and combines 
dnring the last quarter of a century, and 
1nachinery, <eiencc, and invention were being 
controlled by the few to the injury of the 
rnany. 

I ».ant to refer to the necessity for this Bill, 
because members of the Opposition are not 
quite eatisficd that there is a necessity for it. 
They want to know where the profiteer was, 
and also said it >vas imposRiblo to deal with 
him. 'To show that the profiteer is abroad, l 
n1ight bo pennittcd to get into "IIansard " a 
few extracts-cables that I have been collect­
ing since the termin<ltion of the war to show 
that many of us believed before the war was 
over, and whilst it was in pro~ress, that this 
was the last of wars, and was going to solve 

most of our great problems. A-, 
[9.30 p.m.] showing that problems have only 

just coinmonced since the war is 
over, I >Hmt to quote a few ooblegrams I have 
collected from the daily papms since the 
signing of the armistice. They showed t~at 
the great food problem is the problem whwh 
concerns the people of all countries, the 
problem of which a statesman anrl journalists 
are attempting to find a solution. For 
instance, some' of these cablegrams are as 
follows:-

"WoRLD FooD SHORTAGE. 

"WORKERS )fUS1' SAVE HCVIANITY. 

"Paris, August 7. 

"Mr. H. C. Hoover (the Allied Food 
Controller) states that the world is faced 
with the graYcst danger of a food 
shortage, <J.nd t·he workers must . save 
humanity. Eight ·hours is the maxrmum 
time in which manual workers can labour 
efficiently. hut they must really work full 
time. It is impossible, he says, for 
..ArnPrica to saYo Europe fron1 a coa1 
famine. America can produce 600,000,000 
tons of coal annuallv, but cannot trans­
port more than 1,000~000 tons of all mer­
chandise monthly, whereas 20,000,000 tons 
of fuel alone arc required each month to 
save Europe." 

"HIGH PRICE OF SUGAR. 

" SCARCITY IN AMERICA. 

"Washington, Saturday. 
" The Senate has unanimously passed a 

resolution providing for an investigation 
into t·he scarcity and high price of sugar. 
Senator New said ·he had been warned 
that the price would soon be 20 cents 
(lOd.) per lb." 
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" PROFITEERS REWAllE. 
"JAP. EXPLOITER l\frRDERED. 

"(United). London, Mon. 
TL" ' Daily Express's' Tokio eon·e­

,.,pundt~nt reports that au extraordinarv 
1nnrdci- l;, exciti11g Japan. lVl. Yama.da, 
<tn official in the Food Department. 
duhhed a rich rice in1porter, and threw 
hi> body into the river. When arrested, 
Yan,ada pleaded that he had high moral 
f!.'I'Otn:ls for the crime, declaring that hP 
sle\,- his victi1n because his wickedness 
unlitt0d him to liv". He was a profiteer 
and inciter to food riots. Yamadu 
engaged leading counsel! vvho pleaded 
another unwritten la\Y. 

"It appears that the victim brought 
£5.000 to Y amada's house, hoping to 
.al>tain ~1 concession hv bribc~rv." 

.. The unwritten l~'" has· taken on a 
new form in Japan. if the story about 
Yamada, a food official of Nippon, is 
-correCT. The Y amada storY is that a 
Jnp. profitner came along 'to the food 
ofl1cia l' s house with £5,000 in his pocket. 
this c1m to be applied to bribe Yamada 
to allow tho profiteer certain concessionE. 
Yamadn promptly slew tho tempter. on 
the grounds that the 'vickcclness 
of a creature unfitt<ed him to live. 
And hOW a .Tap. jury is being aslwd to 
de< la re Yamada g-uiltless of murder on 
the principle that his action was morally 
jnstiiiahlc. Things surely will hum in 
Jappy land, especially in the places where 
the r·roflteer;,, foregather, if the jury starts 
D TIP\Y • unwritten lnw' precedent in this 
din-cti~)n.'' 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: ·what has that got to 
tlo with Australia? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
It has g-ot r, g-ood deal to do with it, because 
I say this is a world problem. The Opposi­
tion say that we should not attempt to deal 
with this problem, and I am showing that 
other parts of the world are finding- it neces­
sary to deal with it 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: We do not deny it. 
The :"LCRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 

Hon. members do denv it. Here are some 
':tnorf' oi these message".:.-

" FooD PRicEs IN EuROPE. 
'' BRITISH J.\IINISTER CONCERNED. 

"London, Friday. 
"The Food Minister is acutelv con­

cerned about prices, though he "is not 
apprehensive regarding supplies. He sug­
g-ests that a Council of European Allies 
· hould replace the expiring Supreme 
Economic Counnil. Europe, he says, 
cannot expect An1e.rica any longer to 
cor.trol home prices for t.be benefit of 
Enropoltn consumers. Mr. Roberts say~ 
that no price ca11 lw considered safe. and 
the prospects for 1920 are not bright.·· 

" BmTISH S'rll!KE TROUBLES. 
· Rioting and looting continued at 

Li,·erpool until 3 o'clock this morning. 
Soldiers several times charge-d the mob 
rc«ponsiblc for looting the shops with 
bayonets, and, after firing a volley into 
·the air, fired on the crowd, wounding a 
rioter, who clung to a bayonet, and who 
died later. A warship and two 
-d<;stroyers have .arrived in the Mersey to 
protect the docks. At a mass meeting 
of Liverpool trade unionists, it was 
urged that all workers in the district 
·shoukl strike m sympathy with the 

police. Members of the branch of the­
Society of Locomotive Engineers and 
Firemen have entered upon a sympathetic 
strike, compelling the abandonment ot 
the special bank holi-day race trains. 
Militarv reinforcements have now arrived 
in the· city, including machine gunners 
and cavalrymen.'' 

" DEALING WITH PROFITEEllS. 
'' DRASTIC BILL IN BRITAIN. 

" London 6th August. 
" The Government is introducing in 

the House of Commons a drastic Bill, 
under which persons found guilty of 
profite~ring may be proceeded against 
and be made liable to a term of imprison­
ment not exceeding six months. 

" The Bill will establish tribunals to 
deal with profitoering . 

"The intro,duction of the Government's 
Bill came as a bombshell to the Pro­
fiteering Committee, which is now con­
sidering a discontinuance of their investi­
gations, as t1hc Government has dec1de·d 
t'he matter." 

"Foon CoNTllOLLER'S EviDENCE. 
" London, 5th August. 

" The Food Controller (Mr. G. H. 
Roberts), giving evidence. be_forc tJ:e 
Select Committee on profitecnng, said 
that practically all foods were con­
trolled and that 94 per cent. was sub­
ject t~ maximum prices .. Nothing of 
importance had been omitted, e;cce,t;t 
some green vegetables and some fruitS. 

" ANTI-PllOFITEElliNG BILL. 
''CARRIED IN COMMONS. 

" 251 TO 8. 
" (Reuter) London, Tuesday. 

" Sir Auckland Geddes .,mphasised 
the baneful effects of prohteering. 
which include-d the creation of 
social unrcot, which was materially 
contributing to the disturb~ncc and dis­
organisation of industnal hfe .. Workers 
were discouraged from produCI_n!j freely 
becau,e they felt they were lmmg the 
pocket\3 of employers. :fie mstanc.;d thtJ 
profiteering under whiCh boots, pur­
cha•able wholesale at from 15<>. to 25s., 
were retailed at from 50s. to 70s. a p~Ir. 
also tenders were ma·de for repanmg 
cottag<;s amounting to £3,500, w,~ereas 
£2,500 provide an adequate profit.. . 

According to a later cablegram, th<: M1_mster 
for Labour, Sir R. S, Home, replymg Ill the 
House of Commons, said- . 

"1'he Bill gave the. Board of -;rrade 
power to make investJgatwns. Without 
which the combines could not be broken 
or prices regulated." 

That is a Yery important cablegram, beca:>se 
it shows the wisdom of my colleague m takmg 
powe-r to deal with combines. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: What is the use of taking 
power without using it? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Hon. members will fmd that when the Bill 
becomes law the Minister for Public Works 
will use it in an effective way, in the interests 
of the· producer and the consumer. Mr. 
Borne went on to say-

" The Bill wol!ld also render great 
service by making people ur:derstancl 
that in many cases the h1gh priCes were 
c!L!C to shortage of the- output of c~m­
moditics · and increased productiOn 
afforded 'the best hope of decreasing thtc 

Hon. W. X. Gillir•;.] 
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cost of liviPg. The closure was applied 
by 251 vot0s to 8, and thP Bill refprrNl 
to the Committee of the Whole House." 

'The limitations of the English Act were 
relened to in a telegram published on 24th 
September, 1919-

" London, Tuesday. 
'·The- anti-profiteer measures are result­

in~;· in a quick reduction of shopkeepers' 
pnccs, especially in cheaper clothing, 
'ugar, and boots. The Government's 
Profiteering Act Department is classify­
ing complaints of many concerns, such as 
1a.undrying, furniture re·rnovals and 
building repairs, which the tribunals 
refuse to touch, because the Act only 
ref cr,s to ' articles in common use.' " 

That, again, shows the wisdom of my col­
league in providing in the Bill that it shall 
apply to all services. The· Bill can apply 
to tran1c~U' services, to freights or fares, to 
any services at all. Even the charges at a 
rnctu~·e show can be brought under this Bill, 
showmg that my colleague has profited by 
the experience of older countries as a result 
of the limitation of their measures. Other 
telegrams I have are as follows:-

" To CHECK PRoFITEERING. 
" London, Septembw· 22. 

:' ;.;'ine h_undred local profitoe-ring com­
mittPc•c: With the purpose of supervising 
the prwes charged by traders for com­
modities, have alreat'h- been formed in 
the- country, includi,'lg all the large 
centres of population." 

"400 PER CENT. PROFIT. 
"BRrTISH WOOL D!DUSTRY. 

" London, September 25. 
"The investigations made by the-Board 

of Trade have revealed the fact that 
excessive profits arc• made in certain 
branches of the wool industry, in some 
cases amountwg to 400 per cent. The 
Board has ordered the Profitr•erin~ 
Department to take action in the· matter.~'' 

:\lr. ELPHINSTONE: Take it as read. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICGLTURE: 

I aru going to. &'et thctn into ;, 1-Iansurd," and 
they are snfficwnt reply to thB Opposition 
v.-ho say that Queensland is atten1ntin(r to rlo 
something that is quite unnecessan. bOther 
tf'lcgrarns are as follows:- " 

,, COST OF LII'ING. 
d ::\IIXE.RS' 81'RONG PROTEST. 

"London, Satm,day.-Many branches 
of the National Cnion of Railwaymen 
have fon .. varded resolutions to the execu­
tive appealing for an effort to secure 
1;cduction in the . cost of liYing, or to 
'ftCn1and a further Increase in \Vag-es of £1 
weekly. The executive has decided to 
approach the Trades Union Congress of 
the Labour party on the matter." 

" HIGH PRICES. 
" GRAVE SITC:ATION IX ITALY. 

"London, July 14. 
" In the House of Commons to-day, Mr. 

Bonar Law said that the Government 
would appoint a selBet committee to 
inquire into high prices." 

" Rome, J ulv 14. 
"A graYe situation has arisen in follow­

ing the popular outburst against prices. 
There is paralysis in some trades. manu­
facturel'S declaring that it is impossible to 
make goods at reducod prices, whilst 
wages are unchanged. The socialists 
refuse to agree to a reduction in \Vage'. 

[Hon. W. N. Gillies. 

rrhe local authorities .are ond-ec~v.-;nrillg to 
find a .solution." 

"PROFlTEERING. 
"1,350 COXVICTIOXS. 

'·London, Friday.-Mr. McCurdy, }I.l'., 
in a speech in London, said that 1,600 
prof1tcering tribunals were alrt:ad.Y work­
ing. Since the Profitcoring Act had been 
passed be Food Ministry had imtitutcd 
1.350 pi·osecutions, and had obtained 1,350 
cmwictiom>. The· fines totalled J;70,000." 

Just think of that for a moment. Fines 
totalling £70,000. and the Commonwealth 
doing nothing ! I want now to read a cable­
gram concerning France and Italy-

" DEALIKG WITH PROFITEERf. 
'"FRENCH AXD ITALIAN MKTHOD~. 

"In France, }1. Basly and l\,1. ( 'adot, 
lnen1bcrs for Pas de Calais in the Chaln­
ber of Deputies, have brought forward a 
Bi !l to make speculation in the r>c>ccssarics 
of lif.e and the securillg of ll10llillldlit~s au 
offence punishable \Vith death !writes a, 
::Vlelbourno Prep.;; correspondent fron1 Lon­
don). But thi.5 1neasuro is not Jikely tl 
n1cct with general support. Un the other 
hand, it is felt that the Govcrmnc>nt pro­
posals arc inadequatE', In a Bill which 
the Goycrnrncnt is bringing l:x·forP Parli< .. -
Inont it is proposed to n1ake srwcu1ntors in 
foods, drinks. fuel, fats, clothP,, boob. 
and shoes liable to a fme up to £4.000 and 
irr1prisonrnent up to three years. Persons 
\vhoso business has not IH\' \·iously 
included dealings in such gooll:.: are to be 
liable on corn-iction of profitecring to fiyp 

,\·ears' in1priBonincnt and a fi:w up to­
£8,000. Traders must exhibit priec list" 
in their shops. Goods that an' fv·ld ba"'' 
at docks and railway stations Ly who1·­
baler, .,,·ith the object of creating an arti­
f-icial scarcitv can be seizr•·d h\· tla• 
Government and sold hy auction," 

" "'0 ACTIO". 
" I'ROFITEERJNG IN BRIT AIX. 

,; Oorc1·nmr._,~nt .-:tands ,ft_,r t, 

·' (' Timec') London, S'!nday. 
" The high prices of food and the cost 

o£ nece;;sitif's aro cau'Sing great (lnxiety in 
France and England. ~l. Clenwnceau ;, 
taking action si1nilar to that taken in 
Italy for the suppression of profiteer~. 
rrhc Briti~h GoYcrnrDent has HOt vet 
ltlOYNl. despite the Labour prote,-ts and 
'!.lCWSIJapl'r warnings. 11embet::< of the 
}louse of Con1111ons arc generally apprt:)­
honsi ve OYPr the abnormal pric-·-"3 vvhich 
\Ve bclinved to be dne to the shorr:ctge of 
'upplies. Labour leaders threat,,n fuctlwr 
industrial unrest again, forcing up waq0s 
unless the GoYernm<,nt prompti·- deal' 
with the rampant pi·ofiteoring. 

''The grabbing mania is already 
apparPnt in connertion with t(te peace 
rejoicings. \Vest End shopheopers arc 
asking from £1 to £300 for th" use of 
s1nall windows for sightseeing. n 

Thore are many more that I could quote. but 
these will indicate what is moYing in other 
parts of the war J.d, and it is a warning to 
the rulers of all countries that the problem 
must be faced. I regret that my time has 
c•xpired. as I ·desired to furnish fig;_lf,"~ show­
ing- huge profit~ 1nade out of thP pr·ople 
during the 'var. 

The SPEAKER : The Minister has exceeded 
the time allowed him under the Standing 
Orders. 

Mr. BEBBTNGTON (Drayton): I would 
like to say a few words on this Bill. First 
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of nll. I should like to sav that it should not 
h' a party matter, becaus~ when this GoYern­
rnont came into office thev had handed to 
them a power equal to what they are asking 
for to-rby. I hate the profitenr, especially 
rn war trme, and, as I have said before if I 
had my way I would hang him straight;,way 
in war time. But I hate the hypocrite just 
as badly, and is it not about time that the 
par~y opposit.e came down to something real; 
rs rt ;:wt trme that th~y dropped their 
hypocrrsy and put somethrng l'<'al bdoro the 
people and the workers of this State; is it 
not time thttt they dropped those dreams of 
abolishing private ownership and that kind 
of thing. in which they think thev arc going 
to get food and elothes, and pleasure and 
P\'Orything else, heaped upon them for noth­
ing? I say it is time. I have here in my 
hand a copy of the very power handed to 
thorn when thev took the reins of the GoYern­
ment, for the Denham Government with the 
reins of Government handed to them a 
power not only to control trusts and com­
bines, but a power •tlso to seize everything 
that those trusts and combines owned. 
If that were not sufficient, what did they 
want 1 It is still in existonee. The :Minister 
admits that the _'\et has not been proelaimed 
out of oxistencc~that it is still the law of tlw 
land. Section 12 says-

" If the Chief Secretarv has, at arw 
time, reason to suspect that any perso;, 
has becm guilty of any offence against this 
Act, or that any goods are kept r-tored 
or had in possession under such circum­
stances that an offence against this Ad 
is being committed, ho may, by an order, 
authorise anv State ofiicer to ::;cizc, take 
po:,--ession o( carry a"\vay, and detain any 
such goods, and for such purpose with 
anv necessary assistn,nce to PlltPr a.nv 
plB:ce or pre~iscs whatsoever and searc-h 
for any such goods, and to use such force 
as n1ay be necessary.'' 

If that is not sufficient power to hand to anv 
Gnvt'rnn1cnt, I do not know what i:-:;. Claus(~ 
2 says-

,, This Act shall come into operation 
0n a da v to be nan1cd bv the Governor in 
Council 'by proclamatio1~--" 

The Dcnham Government proclaimed that 
Act before they went out, of office. and 
handed to this Government a] I the power 
they needed to deal with thc"e things. Tlwn 
that sa1nn section goes on to say~ 

" and shall remain in force during 
such period or extend<'d period as the 
Governor in Council, bv procla.mation 
published in the ' Gazette' from' time to 
tin10, declarcA." 

The Government practically say that enTy 
trader is a profiteer. \Yhy did the GoYCl'll­
mcnt have that power for four and a-half 
years and never use it? \Yln- do theY stand 
;,p in this House and sa.Y this condition of 
things exist and never use the power they 
h•1vc 1 As thD Minister has contriYed to get 
;-;ornc !natter into "Hansard." I aru §!Oing to 
ask the House for pmmission to put, this 
Act into "Hansard," to show the pcopk of 
Queensland the power that "·as h andod to 
1 his Government bv tho Denham Gm-ernment 
when they left ofli~e. 

'!'he SPEAKER: Is it th0 pleasure of the 
IIouse that the Act of Parliament referr0d 
to by the hon. membct· for Drayton be 
included in his speech in "Hansarcl" ., 

O"POSITION lY1E>IBERS : Hear, !rear : 
GovERNMENT l\1BTBERS: No, no! 

:\Ir. BEBBINGTON: I presume I ha,,-{} the 
pcrmis•.ion of the House. 

The SPEAKER: The perwission is not 
grantDd. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I would divicl,, the 
House, except that it would take up too 
much of my time. It shows thut they ara 
ashamed to allow the people to see the pmver 
that was handed to them by the Denharn 
Government. CG proar.) 

The SPEAKER: Order ! Th" hon. mem­
ber must rememb<'r that if only one member 
objects to printing in ;, f-Tansard" a long- Act 
likB that, it cannot be allowed. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I quite agree that 
you haYe carried out your part of the bar­
g·ain, Mr. Speaker; but I say that nwmbets 
of the Opposition agreed that that matter 
should bo placed in "Hansard" so that the 
people should see the power Ychich the 
DPnham Govnnment handed to this Govern­
rnrmt to cleal with trusts and combin<>s which 
they have had for four and a-half years and 
have never used. I think it is about time we 
" faced the music," doing away with the 
hypocrisy which we have had in connection 
''·'ith this Bill. I say there is ahsolutcly no 
reason whatever for it. The Minister says he 
belit•ves these trusts and combines exist; he 
be>licvcs that the profiteers he spoko of exist. 
We should expect him, when this Bill is 
passed, to produce the evidence, We will 
look in vain. If he has not done anything in 
fom· and a-half years with the power which 
he has had. what is he going to do with the 
power which this Bill confers? 

The SErRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VOHKS : \V e 
have had no power at all. 

Mr. BEBBINGTOX: Does the hon. mem­
ber think the public arc school children 
when hP says they have had no power'? 
\Yhy did Government members refuse to 
allow that _\et to go into "Hansard'' so that 
the people should sec whu,t power t!w Govern­
rrwnt had~ 

ThP SECHETARY FOR PUBLJC WOJlKS: "\Yhat 
"bout the \Var PrPcautions Act'! 

1\Ir. BEBBINGTON: They are ashamed to 
Jc,t the people sec what power was handed 
clown to them. That Act includes all goods 
mod chattels. Not onl:v does the Act exist, 
lmt T will show how the Government have 
ll''C<l it by quoting portion of a speech by 
the hon. member for Cunningham in 
" Hansard," vol. cxxiii., page 71. IT,aughl0r.) 
I u 1915 vve Wf:re snff0ring fn_fifl a drought, 
"omPthing similar to that from which we are 
suffering now, and very little ·wheat \Vas 

grown. A certain amount of wheat had to bo 
brought from the Argentine. Some of ,us must 
remember that it was very inferior wheat. 
The other night in Brisbane the late 
Premier complained that the New South 
\Va.lcs people should have had more than 5s. 
per bushel for their wheat. This Gov0rnment, 
in a time of unparalleled drought in 1915, 
flxe,d the price of loml wheat at 3s. 6d. a 
bnshel, and the price of imported second 
grade wheat at Ss. 6d. a bushel. 
- Hon. J. G. APPEL: Shame! 

:Mr. BEBBINGTON: Under the Act which 
was hande,d down to them, which they said 
[!·aye them no flOWer to deal with the 
proftteer. they fixed the price of locally­
grown flour at £9 10s. per ton for our 
drou.,.ht-stricken farmers, and the price of 
scconQd-class Argentine wheat, grown partly 
hv coloured labour, at £21 p€r ton. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Save us from our 
friends! 

Mr. Bebbinl)ton.] 
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Mr. BEBBINGTON: That shows the 
sympathy they had, and how they used the 
power which they deny existed. At that 
time the farmers had sold their wheat to 
the Warwick Milling Company, a mill owned 
by farmers. There were proprietary mills 
in that town and in this city. The Govern­
ment did not choose to interfere with the 
proprietary mills. I may say the Hon. J. M. 
Hunter was a very much sharper man in 
busincr,, than the then Premier was. He 
went to the telephone; he did not leave any 
rpcorcls behind him. He ordered this com­
pany to <end down their wheat, and they 
refused to do it. The Premier was a new 
chum in business, and when Mr. Hunter said 
they would not supply it h0 said, "I will 
send them a telegram." He forgot that the 
~olegram could ho produced. This is what 
the telegmm said-

" On the understanding your company 
will sPnd down to Government all wheat 
required, and 6,000 bags will be sent at 
once, compulsory acquisition will not be 
resorted to at present." 

.Hon. J. G. APPEL: 'l'he farnwrs' friends' 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: A moment ago they 
declared they had not the power. Here the 
PrPmier ue~< that power to seize the wheat 
held },y a co-operative company-by the 
gTO\\'ers of tho vvheat. 

Mr. \VHITFORD: Barnes and Company. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: He did not interfere 
with Barnes and Company, neither did he 
interfere \vith the Brisbane Milling Company. 
As usua I. he seized upon the farmer. The 
ProrniPr did not -deny ho sent that telegram. 
He said at that time, "\Vas it not a very 
llt'f'essary \\ire?" 

Mr. FOLEY: Ho was honest. 

11r. BEBBINGTON: Of course, he was 
hoiw5t, alld he was carrying out the A.ct 
which I hold in mv hand. The Premier could 
deal with r•ompa1'iies and seize anything he 
c<mld Jay his hands on. 

Mr. GR.\YSON : He was prompted to send 
that wire by Mr. Hunter, one of the most 
cunning 1nen who has ever ~at in the House. 

Mr. BEBBii':GTON: To show hon. mem­
bers that this was a farmers' company, I ¥.~ill 
qnotP the words then used by the hon. mem­
hN for C'unningham-

" The Premif'r: Was it not a very 
fl(~r"''3Sary one? 

" ::'vir. GRAYSON: I do not think so. The 
point I wish to emphasise is this-the 
\Var\Yick Fanners' Milling Con1panv is 
0\Y!lC'd bv small farmers in the southern 
end of tl1o Downs. The great bulk of the 
shareholders arc ten and twentv share­
holcl<>r.. and the firot mill that the 
Government, notwithstanding all their 
pret0noe that they are in favour of 
co-operation, pounce upon and threaten 
to eompulsorily seize their wheat was a 
rnill controlled and run by the farmers 
of Queensland." 

Mr. SMITH (Mackay): I rise to a point of 
order. I ·claim that ·the hon. member for 
Drayton is dealing with administrative acts 
under a different Act altogether from the 
onP he is quoting, and is not discusf3ing the 
principle; of the Bill before the House. 

Tlw RPEAKER: A good deal of latitude 
has b0en allowed in this debate, necessarily 
bccaus(' it is very unique legislation doaling 
with a very complex and difficult matter. 
Having allowed latitude in the earlier part 

[1'lh. Bebbington. 

of the tlfJbatc, I must be consistent and 
allow the hon. member to continue. 

.:\fr. BEBBINGTON: A more contemptible 
attitude I never Baw. (Laughter.) Anything 
at all to stop ·discussion on their actions which 
they are ashamed of. I will deal with this 
matter ~s shortlv as I can. I have a very 
kind rcgm·d for" the Minister, who, unfortu­
nately. has ,been bogged into this. The 
GDYf.•rnnwnt again used the same Act, 
although they denied that the power was in 
existcnct'. to seize butter at £60 a ton under 
its value. I will quote from "Hansarcl" 
agaiu-·-

" The clay that butter was seized I met 
a BrisLane merchant \\ho told me that 
hi,; firm was offered' from 190s. to 200s. 
pm· c·xt. for butter in Melbourne, and the 
Government took that butter over at 140s. 
per cwt.-a ditlcrenco of 6Gs. per cwt., or 
£60 per ton ! " 

A GO\'ER"-'~IE;'-IT MEMBER: Who said that? 
~It-. BEBDIJ\'GTON : The man whom I can 

rely on to speak the truth, 'unci that is myself. 
(L<wd laughter.) I am quoting that because 

I know that it is correct-
'· A ·difference of 60s. JWr cwt., or £60 

per ton. Wa" the.t a fair thing to do? " 
l may say that on the very morning that that 
lwppencd I met J. C. Hutton <:<nd Co.'s 
reprcS<'ntative and two or three other repre­
sentatiYCt) of firms. 

~fr. \VHITFORD: :Yliddlemen? 

Mr. BEBBI:\'GTO:\T : They were men who 
\Yt~l'c acting as honourable agents for the 
CO-{)pcrativu con1panies of Queensland. The 
co1n1n il.'l;;ion is fixed, and people kno"\v '' h~ t 
they arP paying, and, n1oro than that, theil~ 
dealings v\·ith the co-operative c01npanieS werB 
nnlCh lllOH' sahsfactorv than the Govorn­
ment'f' dPa11ng -with (;h(~'Jn. The firms I havP 
quoted certainly chargeJ the commission they 
\\·ere entitled to. but they ,did not take any­
thing- bv force frorn the farn1crs or co-opor,a­
ti \"t'- f•u;n panic~. Tho Government act0d as 
forced agents. What ·did they do? When 
butter was worth 200s. per cwt., free <m 
board. and it was costing the farmer 3s. 6d. 
per lb. to produce it, instead of letting the 
fanners put it on board at 200s. per cwt., they 
sloppPrl the export. Can yoa produce it at 
that now? 

.:\h. \Y. COOPEH: Yes. 
Mr. BEBBI);GTON: I say that you can­

not. and YGU an) not a farmer if you say that. 
\Ylwn we could have got 200s. per cwt. free 
on hoard here, the Government stopped the 
export to YJ:elbourne, seized the lot, and 
handed to the people of Brisbane as much as 
thev wanted. The Minister of that day said, 
" Shout the glad tidings, sound the glad 
news. that I am the only me.n who has got 
butter to sell." (Laughter and uproar.) I 
haw a g·ood deal of sympathy for the Minister 
who was placed in this position. 

The SPEAKER: Judging from the matter 
\\lnr-h the hon. member is quoting the Minis­
ter must haYC been \'cry sure of his ground. 
(Lauu·htcr.) 

M1·. BEBBINGTON: Then, again, we had 
orders for tinne-d butter from the East. W c 
had worked up a very hig trade there, which 
was ne{'essar:-· to pay our farmers, and to keep 
thelll on the land, and to pay the men work: 
inn· in our factories their wages. We ha,d 
al;;..avs had 170s. or 180s. for the butter whic~1 
WO sent away. The present Government 
stepped in, and made us sell it to the peopl0 
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<Jf Brisbane for 120s. Assistc~l !Jy the Com­
monwealth, they allowed ?--:t•w Ze,;land butter 
to come in free of duty. Of course. it "\\'as 
going out again. They allowed it to ('Otne 
m under Lond, and it filled the orders which 
our factorics should have supplied. The :\'cw 
Zc>aland farmers got 170s. per c\\'t. for their 
butter, while we fanners had to take 123s .. so 
as to provide the people of Brisbane with a 
dwap buttor. It is exactly the same to-·clay. 
In 1915, we were suffering from a drought 
like >Ye aro now, and yet in Brisbane to-day 
you sec all the ('Vid<'nce of wealth. I am not 
g1·udging· the vvorking classes anything. 

Mr. FOLEY: Judge not, that ye be not 
judged. 

Mr. BEBBINGTO:\': I will toll the hon. 
member something abcut a judgt•. I will 
quote something to sho·., the intentione Df this 
Bill. I am giveu tv understand that the 
intention in regard to thi, Bill is, fhst of all, 
to pnll down the price of foodstuffs. VVho is 
going to pay for it--v,rho is going to work for 
nothing and be sweated to pull prices down? 
You cannot produce foodstuffs any cheaper 
than they are being produced to-day. 

Mr. 'vV. COOPER: We do not <my you can. 
:w,·. BE!3BINGTON: I understand thut the 

Arbit,·ation Court will then pull down the 
rate of \vagcs, and bring a 11out the ~ante con­
ditions which existed lwfore thr' war. I am 
told on vpry good authority that that is. the 
object which the present Government han' in 
Yicw in introducing this _Rill. I will l>c no 
party to that. 1 say that lo\v wages an). no 
good to anybody. Low wagh mrnn pOHl'tv, 

had living, and slums. I will he no party to 
pull ·down thC' pric·e of produce to-clay so that 
the Arbitration Court can pull clown thfl 
price of living. Let me quotP Judge 
McCa\v]ey. Hon. ffi€-~rnhnr-s opnositc~ ('annat 
deny that he ie ono of their gTcutest 
supporters. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I will quote his 
Pxact words. There cannot be any harm in 
that. He said-

" Extraor'dinary high prices arc obtain­
able for our exportable prim·ary products, 
every increase of which adds to the 
burdens of the WJ.ge-earners in the city." 

presume, if he gets the opportunity, he is 
going to cut those prices down. 'Vho is 
going to be sweated under those conditions? 

Mr. FoLEY: You will have to do with 
less profits. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Does not the hon. 
member know that the farmers to-day are 
working for no profits at all; that they are 
not getting 1s. a week; that it takes more 
than their returns to feed their cattle' And 
the hon. member says we should be satisfied 
with less profits. Hon. members point out 
their interest in the workers. How can 
they have an i"nterest in the workers if they 
are planning a scheme to pull down the 
price of foodstuffs in order that the court 
can pull down wages? The Minister in his 
speech, mentioned particularly co{ldcnsed 
milk. He did not think the condensed milk 
companies formed a trust or combine, but 
the fact that he m·entioned the matter shows 
th!'t those things are running through the 
mmd of the Government. I will speak of 
one condensed mdk company-'vVyreema; 
and I say they have paid their producers 
a ~plendid price for their milk. They have 
pa1d them a good deal more than we can 
pay for butter and cheese. As business men, 

they have brought produce up from the 
South and have given it to the farmers at 
cost price. They have done everything they 
can to save the herds of the State, which 
they, as a company, are depending on. for 
business, and now we have the lVI1mster 
puttintr that company down as one of the 
monopolies that should be dealt with. I am 
sorry that the hon. member for Bowen 1s not 
here. Some time ago the hon. memlwr com­
plained that the merchants in Bowon were 
selling sugar at ~d. per lb. above the price. 

Mr. KmwAN: He did not say Bowen. 
V\~rong again. 

A GOVERN>IEN'r lV1E1fBER: Proserpine. 
Mr. BEBBING'fON: At Proserpine, or 

some place. I am going to quote an extract 
from the Press, which says this-

" The joke of the list is that. while 
.Mr. Collins, member for Bowen, recently 
expressed somo resentment at the fact 
that grocers in Bowen were alleged to 
be charging 4~d. per lb. for sugar, the 
rwir_;o at the Govr~rTUl1ent store I'll the 
works is 6cl. per lb." 

Mr. S)IITH: V\'hat arc you cpwting from" 

Yl.r. BEBBINGTON: It appears in both 
tht~ " Courier" and " Daily Mail/' and I 
presume they arc a great deal more reliable 
than tlw papers the hon. member '.Vould likP 
to quote.. What is it that constitutes a trust 
or profiteer 1 Is a trader to be j udgod on 
the interest that he can pay on his capital: 
or is he to be judged on the amount of profit 
that he makes on his turnover? If you are 
going- to judge "' man to be a profiteer 
because he can pay 15 per cent. or 16 per 
cent. on the amount of money invested, you 
will do an injustice to the trood bnsiness men. 
Possibly, the man who could not pay any 
interest at all would be a greato1· profiteer 
than the man who paid 15 per cent. or 16 
per cent. Supposing a person invests £100 
in trade, and one trade1· turns o\~cr his 
money once in the year and another trader 
turns it over three times. The trader who 
is a good busine::, man and turns his money 
ovnr three times in the year would, perhaps, 
make less profit on each article than the 
other trader who only turned his money over 
o-nce, and still he might make a larger per­
centage on the capital invested. Hon. mem­
bers on the other side hav:e shown no 
business capacity whatever to deal with these 
matters. They have not even (]Uoted an 
Australian case of profiteering. They have 
had four and a-half years of office and were 
in possession of all the requisite powers to 
prevent profiteering. If you are going to 
judge a man on the amount of interest he 
makes on his capital, then you are going to 
penalise industry. I believe that the cost 
of distribution is too high. You have only 
to take the State industries. Take the State 
butohers' shops. It costs more to distribute 
the meat over the counter-no delivery in 
the city or in the country-it costs more to 
deliver na,at over the counter than it takes 
to raise the beast, dress him, and everything 
else, and bring him clown to Brisbane and 
put him into the shop. 

Mr. WELLINGTON: You are a liar. 
Mr. BEBBINGTON: The hoh. member 

does not know any better, so I will pass him 
over. 

Mr. 'vVELLINGTON: You are a liar. 

Mr. MORGAN: I rise to a point of order. 
Is the hon. member in order in <'ailing the 
hon. member for Drayton a liar? 

Mr. M organ.] 
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The SPEAKER: 'The hon. member is 
not in order. and I c<tll upon the hon. 
momLPr fot· Charters Towers to withdraw. 

Mr. WELLINGTON: On account of par­
lian1(mtat·y practice, I withdravL 

Tlw SPEAKER: The hon. member must 
wi1·hchnw without .1ny qualiiieation \Yhatcn•r. 
Tlocs the hon. member withdraw? 

.i\lr. \YELLINGTOJ\: I withdraw. 
M1·. BEBBINGTON: I am quoting- the 

p;·icc list issued by the department. The 
pctb!ic haYe to pay according- to those prices, 
<Ind I 'i'C the_. are g-etting- the meat from 
the uJc'dwurks at 2d. per lb. and they sol! 
it up to Se!. per lb. If we take it at an 
aYcrag of 6cl. pc•r lb., there is onor 100 per 
cent. Does anyone say that it costs 100 per 
cPnL tD hand tlw Jneat over the ('Ounter ·~ 
There is something- sadly "rang a bout it. 
\Ye lune only to go to the State rcireshmcnt­
rooms as well. We find that bottled lager 
beer co'sts under 1s. a bottle. 

The· Government arc the biggest profiteers. 
Thf'_v 1n'"kf' six Ol' eight gla~ "f'S out of OYer~ 
bottle o£ lager at their refreshment-rooms. 
The)- are tiny glasses that they give to the 
publie. un:! the·_) make 500 per cent. out of 
jt_ \Yhcl'e is thn profitccring no\v? I-Iow 
many gla"m de thcJy get out of a bottle of 
spiri't" at the Government refreshment­
room-- They make from 500 to 900 per cent. 

malm a profit out of the buns, 
nn of food. I do not mv that it is 
all profit, but there is a difference of 200 
pe1· cc•Jlt. between the selling and buying­
price. The costs of distribution •are too hig-h 
altogc thcr. \Vo ought to find some• way of 
di·tl'ibuting our article-; of food cheaper than 
we ar<' doing at the present time. Unfortu­
natch~, the Governrncnt have 1nadc 110 effort 
v. h ut.(~yc-· to encourage production or increase 
production so that the cost of living can be 
kt'pt down. I am not g-oing- to say that 
increased production will make food cheaper. 
So far as farm and dairy produce to-day are 
concerned, I ·say that the people of Australia 
are Jiying on the finest. choapest, and pur-est 
foodstuffs jn the world. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. member 
has exhausted the time allowed him und01· 
the Standing Orders. 

Mr. 1\10RGAN (Jliurilla): I beg- to move 
the· adjournment of the -debate. 

Question put and passed. 
The resumption of the debate was made an 

Order uf the Day for to-morrow. 

SlTCESSION ACT OF 1906 DECLARA­
TORY BILL. 

RETURNED FROM CouNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
n m< ,,sag-e from the Legislative Council 
rduruing this Bill without amendment. 

QFEE~SLAND GOVERNMENT SAVINGS 
BANK ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 

MESSAGE FROM COUNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
a nwssage from the Leg-islative Council 
rcturmng this Bill with amendments, in 
which they invited the concurrence of the 
Assembly. 

On the motion of the TREASURER, the 
nwssau:c of the Council was order-ed to be 
taken' into conside-ration to-morrow. 

Tlw House adjourned at twenty-five 
minutes past 10 o'clock p.m. 

[Hon. W. Ler.non. 

Stoclc Foods Bill. 




