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~no Adjournment. [ASSE.:\IBLY.] Questions. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

T<:E&DAY, 23 SEPTE.IBER, 1919. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \\'. Lennon. Hcrbert) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock p.m. 

PAPER. 

The following paper, laid on the table, was 
ordered to be printed:-

Third annual report of the State Govern
m-ent Insurance Office. 

Q"CESTIO~S.' 

STRIKE BALLOTS. 

::Ylr. SW AYNE (Mirani) .asked the Secre
tary for Public ·works-

" On what occasions since 2nd August, 
1918. has the Reg-istrar of thE' Industrial 
Arbitration Court had the results of 
ballots in connection with strikes or pro
jected strikes communicated to him, as 
provided in section 65 of the Industrial 
Arbitration Act?" 
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ThP SRURETARY FOR Pt:BLIC V\ORKS 
(Hon. E. G. Theodore, Chillrz(lot:) replied-

·' Metropolitan and Ipswich \Vater 
Supply and SPweragP Board engine
drivers. 2nd. August. 1918; railway em
ployees, North BrisharlP, 2nd J)peemher. 
1918; coalminers. Bundamhu. 23rd 
January, 1919; engint>-drivers, 11ount 
::\forgan, 17th April, 1919; railway 
shunters, Maryborough. 11th June. 1919; 
carterR and storen1en and packers, 
Townsville, 26th Jmw, 1919; railway 
PnginP-drivNs. Town,villP. 30th JunP. 
1@19." 

l'OMPCTIXG CLERK IX GOYERX}[EXT l'H!XTIXG 
OFFICE. 

Mr. ROBER'I'S (EaM Toowornnba). in tlJP 
absence of Mr. Fry. ask<'d thP Treasurer-

'• 1. Has his attention been calleJ to a 
paragraph appearing in the September 
issue of 'The State Service.' official 
organ of the Puhlie SNvice. General 
Officers' Association. in which it i> stated 
that a young lady is being employed on 
computing clerk's work in the Govern
ment Printing Office on a sa.!ary of 5s. 
6d. per day, whereae in privat.p employ
mt•nt this work wouJ.d rdurn her at lt>ast 
£4 per week; and whc>rPas. further, hPr 
predecessor receiw•.d 10s. 10d. per day'?'' 

'' 2. \Vill h<> have inquiry ma'd" with a 
vie\v to remedying any griPvauce which 
1nay exist ? '" 

The TREASL'RER (Hon. E. G. Tlwodon•. 
Chil/a(Joe) replied

" 1. No." 
"2. Yes." 

TE1IPORARY CLERKS IX l'CBLIC' SERVICE. 

:Ylr. ROBERTS asked tlw Premier-
,, 1. Has his attc·ntion l>e<:'n calle-d to 

an article entitled · Temporarv l'led<><' 
Invasion,' appearing on page 3: Sept;,m
ber issue of ' The State Serviec•.' official 
organ of the Publi" Service General 
Officers' Association, protesting against 
the employment of large boJies of tem
porary clerks and their subsequent 
appointment without qualifying <>xamina
tion to permanent positions in the public 
service? 

"2. Will he consider the a·dvisabilih 
of allowing no entries into the junio'r 
grade~ of the service without examina
tion?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. T. J. Ryan. Barrno) 
replied-

" 1. Yes. 
"2. I shall look into the qm'stion.'' 

COST OF PUBLICATION OF ARTICLE " \VHAT 
QUEENSLAND OfFERS.'' 

Mr. ROBERTS asked the Premier-
,. 1. Is the article ' \Vhat QueenslanJ 

Offers,' published in issue of the ' Dailv 
Standard' of 19th September, a GO\·err!
ment advertisement? 

" 2. If so, what was the cost of-(a.) Its 
preparation; (b) its insertion in the 
' Daily Standard' ?" 

The PREMIER replied
" 1. Yes. 
" 2. Full particulars will be disclosed 

when the Estil]lates are under discussion, 

together with particulars of advertise
ments given to anti-Labour newspapers 
by previouR Governm·Pnts.'' 

Sr~PEC'TED THEFTS oF C'ATTLE FROiii STATE 
STATIONS. 

2\Ir. ~IORGA::'-1 (Jiuri/la) ashd the ::\linis
tPr in charge of State <'nterprisPs-

.. 1. Han' there bt•en am· established 
or suspected theftg of cattle or other 
stock from any of the StatP stations dur
ing thP past eighteen months? 

'· 2. If so. from whic·h stations were 
cattle provPd or suspedeJ to have been 
stolen, and what wNe tht> numbPrs of 
the losses? 

" 3. vY ere any person, arrested or 
detained in connection with thefts or 
suspected thefts of cattle?'' 

Tlw PREMIER repli<>d-
.. 1. Yes; one suspected. 
"2. Dun bar; there were no losses. 
" 3. Ont> person arresh,d, subsequently 

found not guilty, and :discharged." 

::\IOFXT HrTTOX AXIl \YAXDO VALE STATE 
ST.\TIOXS. 

~Ir. =.\IORGAX askPd tlw :.11ini~ter in 
charge of State ('llt(lrprise-s-

'· \Yhat ha> bP<?Il the total profit or 
loss on-(a) ::\loum Button; (b) \Vandn 
Vale Station >ince thPir purchasp by the 
Go\~ernnH'nt ~,, 

The PRE:YIIER replier!-
" This information "-ill be furnished 

in the rpport of thl' Trade Commissioner 
to be submitted to Parliament ehortly." 

l'HILLAGOE :\liNE. 

Mr. BEBBE\GTOX (Drauton). in the 
absence of Mr. ::\lom·e. askecl tlw Prt>mier, 
for the 80C'retan for :\lines-

.. 1. \Yhat, is the nosition of the opera
tions at thc' ( 'hillag~oe mine; i;; the mine 
as yet producing any ('Opper ':' 

" 2. If so. how much has it produced? 
" 3. \Vhen was tlw mine takPn over by 

th<> Government? 
"4. \Vhat charges have been incurred 

bv the Government in respect of-(a) 
salaries and wages; (b) interest charges; 
(c) freight and general working expenses 
in connection with thP mine and smelters 
since the date of the Government pur· 
chase? 

"5. \Vhat has been the financial r·eturn 
from the mine during the whole of tha 
period?" 

The PREMIER replied-
" 1 to 5. Inquiries will be made." 

\VORKERS' HOMES BILL. 
SECOND READIKG. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS, 
who was received with Government "H~ar, 
hears.'' said: This Bill, no doubt, will 
receiVe the approval of all hon. membe-rs, as 
usual. (Opposition laughter.) The necessity 
for the Bill exists in the fact that at pre
sent in the State there is a gr~at scarcity 
of houses, a scarcity which operates very 
harshly on workers. (Hear, hear !) In conse
quenc.; of the scarcity, rents are high and 
housing conditions are unsatisfactory. ThE) 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.] 
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Interstate Commission appointed particu
larly by the Commonwealth Government for 
the purpose of making an investigation into 
thf' question of housing in the various States, 
in its report, which I have no doubt is avail
able to all hon. membGrs, indicates that there 
is a very serious 'hortage of dwellings, 
especial!} in the Ea,;tern States. As a eon
sequ~nee of this shortage, there is a serious 
overcrowding in thP citie«, pspecially in thP 
cities of the three Eastern States, and this 
has led to bad sanitation in the principal 
towns. It has led to high rents, and, to some 
extent, to the dP,.;truction of home life, and 
altogether results in evil conditions with 
regard to the housing of JlOpula tion. It will 
have been notieed that the workers' dwf)ll
ing scheme whi<'h has been in operation for 
sumc years now doE's not sufficiently cope 
with the problem. The workP,rs' dwelling 
schPme, under the present conditions, requires 
the proposed borrower to deposit 25 per c~nt. 
of the actual cost of a dwelling; that is to 
say, if the borrower proposes to purchase 
from the Government under that schemt• a 
hou~n which will eventually cost £500, hP 
must deposit £125 in cash. 'rhis has tlH' 
dfect of preventing ll large :numhPr of 
workers who have not sufficient means from 
availing themse]w, of the advantages of th<' 
C':xisting provi~Sions. 

Hon. \V. H. BAR>;E~: DoPs h" not get cr<•dit 
for his land~ 

The REORETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS· 
The fad i,; that, as I have said, he mu~t 
haY<' sPcurity up to 25 JH'r <'<;nt. of the total 
•·ost. and that, consequpntly, d<>bars a grPat 
many from taking advantage of the workPrs' 
(lwPllings vroviBions of th(' ~avings Rank 
Act, and it is cl<1~irod to introduee a new 
~y~tPm whid1 will obviate that difficult;~·, and 
<>nahk those who are rPally homeless and 
>'J de,;ire, to ~3tablish themsPlvcs in home<' of 
whieh th<>y will have somP <'hanee of becom
ing proprietors. Cn.cJer thi,; Bill, land may 
lw acq uirt>d by the UovPrmn~:nt for the pur
pose of <'rPding homes. The homes will h<• 
Pr<'ctP<i by the UovernmPnt and will hP made 
availahl<: to thosn who arP digible under the 
,eh<'me. ThP honw,; will be erected in group:< 
in the variou,; <'entre,o, of population where a. 
,-]wrtage of dwellings now exist". \VherP thP 
group i' larg~ the sdwme will tako the form 
of a modPI suburb or a model township. 

.:VIr . .:VI ORGAN: \Vi!! th~y be attached as t!H.'y 
a re in Da<'t-yville 'f 

'I'he RECRE'I'ARY FOR PUBLIC 1\'0RKS: 
I will deal with that later on. In carrying
out the] S('hem••, wP will have due regard to 
the principl<:,; of town planning. It is desired 
to e'tabli:;h homps under the most hygi<mic 
arrang<'mcnts, and to build model suburbs 
under the most m'odern eonditions. I have 
nwntionE'<l that the homes to bt' erected on 
the land acquired will b<i available to those 
who are C'!igible under th,, Bill. It will be 
noticed that there are qualifications laid down 
in the Bill for an applicant. who must bona 
fide intend to use the dwelling as a home for 
himself and his family, and he must not be 
thP owner of any dwelling-house elsewhere· in 
l.,luef!nsland. He must be a homeless worker, 

'and he must bona fide inten~l to use it as a 
dwelling for himself. The terms laid down 
are that he must deposit 5 per cent. of the 
probable cost of the home, or thQ final cost 
when that is determined. 'rhat is the cash 
deposit r<'quired, and that reallv is the onlv 
;;ecurity at the time when the d>v.;lling come's 

[Hon. E. G. Theodore. 

into tlw possession of the worker that he has 
to offer the Government. 

Mr. ROBERTS : If he is the owner of land 
"·ill he be able to take advantage of th• 
provisions of th<J Bill? 

The SEURETARY FOH, PUBLIC WORKS: 
The qualification is that he must not be the 

.owner of a dwelling-house. Until the con
tract is completed. the purchaser shall be 
deemed to bP the wePkly tenant. of the Go
H•rnment. That is to say, the Government 
will ereet dwellings on the land set apart for 
this purpose, and if there is more than one> 
applicant for the one house, there will be a. 
ballot and thPn the purchaser will beconw 
the wePkly tenant of the Government until 
'uch time as the debt is discharged, The 
Gov<!nmwnt will let the houses to anyone, 
whether qualified under the Bill or not, until 
qualified applicants are available. The rents 
which the borrowers will be required to pay 
will cover interPst on the money involved in 
the erection of thP dwelling calculated at 
5 rwr CPnt. Instalments for the purchase of 
the dwelling, which will be governed by the 
l0ngth of the term at the option of the pur
<'haspr, vvill f'OvPr insurance, painting, and 
repairs to thP dwelling. The fire insurance 
'vill ho paid h:y the (iovernment, and thf' 
painting and repairs will be undertaken by 
the UovernmPnt during the period of the 
loan, bnt the amount will bP paid weekly by 
t!Jro bOITOWE'r. 

Mr. BEBBI>;GTO>; : All by day labour? 
The SECRETARY FOR PL'BLIC WORKS: 

It is my opinion, after carefully considering 
th" mattPr, that th<• rPnts chargeable against 
t hP borrmn 1·s under this scheme will not bo 
highPr on an average than the rents paid 
How by workc•rs for houses giving similar 
aceommodation, that is, houses of the samE
number of rooms, but the accommodation 
will be superior ·under this scheme. Th,• 
rents wi 11 not be higher than the rents now 
paid by workt'r> for a dwelling of similar 
'iw, but tlw advantagE' the worker will get. 
will hP that the wf'ekly payments that he 
makPs to the Government will make th•.·' 
dwelling his own within twenty years. That, 
will bP the maximum term and the dwelling 
will be a modern 'hwlling, built upon recog
nised town-planning lines, and it will be 
kept in thorough good order and painted 
during tlw who!<• term, so that it wili 
b,, sP('n tha.t. und<'l· this Bill th" worker" 
who obtain homes will obtain a very 
material advant.ag<'. I have a number of 
tablP~. one relating to the operation of the 
loan itsPlf, showing the manner in which 
the loan will be redeemE'd under the various 
pnriods. and also the payments. The list 
will hP inforniative to hon. members, and 
will put them in full possession of the fact'· 
rPlating to tlw suhPnw for their consideral.ion 
when we go into Committee, and with thn 
p•~rn!i"ion of thE' HousP I would likP th<• 
table to be taken as rpad. 

Tlw :-lPEAKER: Is it thP wish of th.' 
HousP that the. table be taken as read? 

Ho;o;oPRABLE MEMBERS: Hear, he,ar! 

Mr. MACARTNEY: That will not help us on 
the second reading. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I have one or two other tables which I desire 
to have put in in the S8J11B way with the 
permission of the House, but I will refer to 
the salient points. The information is more 
for the inform·ation of hon. members when 
the Bill is being considered in Committee 
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than on the second reading debate. 
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The table which I have just put in refers to the 
amount required to repay a loan of £100 bear
ing interest at the rate of 5 per cent. for ten, 
fifteen or twenty years respectively, interest 
convc;tible quarterly. Also the amount out
standing at the commencement of 'each year. 

In addition to the ordinary advantages 
usually attaching to propositions of this kind, 

1919-3 L 

there is embodied m this scheme compul
sory life insurance, and there is a material 
advantage to the Government and to the 
borrower under this scheme. It is intended 
that each borrower shall insure his life m 
order to be able to afford to the Government 
some security, and, at th0 same time, in order 
to induce him to practice thrift. In the 
insurance clause3 it is intended to offer to 
the borrower three alternative schemes. He 
must insure his life in accordance with a 
table which will be laid down in the regula
tions as a minimum requirement, the policy 
to subsist during the period of the loan. 
Arrangements have been made with the State 
Insurance Commis,,ioner to undertake thi& 
businE'~s in order that the borrower will get 
the advantage of the minimum rates appli
cable to such cases. There are thrPc schemes . 
Dndor the first scheme the policy will expire 
with the extinction of the debt due to the 
Government. The 'econd scheme which may, 
at the option of the borrower, be taken up 
in lieu of the first, is an endowment policy; 
the Pndowment being payable at the end of 
the term of the loan or at previous death; 
and the third scht'me is an ordinarv life 
policy, the full amount payable at deathz 
whether it occurs during the period of the 
loan or subsequently. I have tables showing 
th<:' amount of the premiums that will ha.ve 
to be paid under these schemes, whichever is 
taken up, and which should be of considerablo 
Yalu<' to hon. members when we are con
sid<>ring the Bill in detail in Committee. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: Are they the ordinary 
re.tes charged by the Commissioner outside? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC ·woRKS: 
I cannot answer that question off hand, but 
probably the answer to that would be that 
m regard to the ordinary life policy which 
the borrower has the option of taking up, 
the premiums would be on the lines offered 
to anvone. But schemes 1 and 2 are 
formul'ated to meet the special case so they 
will not be comparable to any existing
schBmc of insurance at present in force. 
Scheme 2\Jo. 1 provides that the bm-rowBr, at 
the time when he becomBs an occupier of 
one of the dwellings, must take out a policy 
on his life which involves this advantage: 
On the borrower dying the then remaining 
amount of indebtedness to the Government 
will be paid by the Insurance Commissioner 
to the Government, thus freeing the home to 
the successors of thB borrower. You can 
see the advantages of a scheme of that kind. 
That is the minimum required under the 
Bill, but there are alternatives to that. If 
the borrower thinks that it would be prefer
able for him to take up a whole life policy, 
or an endowment policy, then the alternative 
schemes are offered. He must insure his life, 
although there is a provision that where an 
applicant for one of these dwellings cannot 
pass the medical examination which is re
quired by the insurance companies, then the 
Minister may waive the provision requiring 
insurance, but only in exceptional cases of 
that kind-where the applicant would not 
pass the medical test or where he Js of an 
age which would make the premium burden 
too heavy. t:"nder the minimum requirements 
the extra amount he will have to pay per 
week for Bach £100 is infinitesimal in my 
opinion. The extra amount for each £100. 
if the applicant is between twenty and 
twenty-five years of age, would oo 4d. per 
week ; if he is betwe.'n twenty-six and thirty 
years of age it would still be 4d. per week 
for each £100; from thirty-one to thirty-five 
years it would be 5d. per week; from 
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WORKERS' Hmms. 
LocP of £100-10, 15, and 20 Yea,''· 

SCHE)IE 2.-E'1dowrnent Pol1cy.-Tab!e show
ing the total amount to be paid by a Bor
rower frw Rent of HOJne, Painting, Repairs, 
Insurance on House, and Cost of ::\Ianagew 
ment on a Loan of £lOG, with Interest at 
5perrt:nt. per annum convertiblP quarterly, 
together \Vith an Insurance Premimn to 
s~Cure for the Borro\ver the sum of £100, 
payable at the en,! of the term or at pre,·ious 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Provision is made that should a borrower, 
through any circumstance, find it necessary 
t-o leave the localitv in which he has been 
-occupying a house: he may transfer his 
home. He may sell it to someone else and 
permission may be given for him to transfer. 
If a purchaser becomes the owner of another 
house elsewhere in Queensland, in addition 
to the one he is occupying under this scheme, 
then he must forthwith pay off the unpaid 
·balance to the Government, thus continuing 
the policy which we establish under the Bill 
-that the provisions of the Bill can only be 
'-xtended to those who arc homeless. 

Mr. VowLES: What if he derives his 
property by will? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
No matter by what means he becom0s 
possessed of another home, he must pay off 
the unpaid balance to the Government as 
the Bill is only intended to apply to those 
who are homeless. That provision is directed 
against those who, through any circumstance, 
become possessed of sufficient means to 
acquire a home. The scheme is not to aid 
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those who de-jre to become landlords. The 
unpaid balance to the Government may be 
paid off at a more rapid rate than that 
which is provided under the scheme, or any 
scheme that may have been adopted by the 
individual at the time he became a borrower. 
Everv facilitv will be given to the worker to 
pav off the "unpaid balance to the Govern
ment as early as possible. Those are the 
, alient features of the scheme. They do not 
require n1uch strc.:;sing, in 1ny opinion, to 
make the Bill acceptable to everyone. W c 
know the evils of overcrowding and the 
difliculties which have been brought about 
through the scarcity of dwellings in the 
State. Possibly it may be said that these 
evils are not so great in Qucensla,nd as 
thev are elsewhere, but it is well to deal with 
the" question as early as possible. T'!'e inten
tion is to observe, as far as pos,~Jble, the 
ruJ,es relating to up-to-date town planning 
in the erection of these model suburbs or 
model townships, as the case may be. I think 
I have already indicated that we shall only-he 
building homes in groups in order that suf
ficient control may be kept over them, and 
in order that these rules may be properly 

Hon. E. G. Theod!Yre.] 
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obsened. Th<'l'e is a mass of literature deal
ing with this question of insufficient hou,in\0, 
and no doubt it has been available to hon. 
members. Many investigations have been 
made in the Southern Stat<''' and in the older 
countries, and much of the data collected 
shoulJ be of use to us in Queensland in 
laying down a scheme of this kind. I know 
that manY of the evils of the older coun
trieE. and'even of the Southern cities, do not 

apply to Queensland, because of 
[4 p.m.] the greater space provided here, 

a.nd the populations are not so 
densE>, but notwithstanding that, it is well 
that we should make an carlv start in order 
to provide every facilit:· for workers and 
others to become possessed of up to date, 
modern sanitary dwellings for themselves 
and their families. There is no doubt that 
a great deal of discontent and unn 9t would 
be removed from the community if the com
munity were properly housed. and if the evils 
of overcrowding were eliminated and facilities 
given to workNs to house themselves with 
pleasant surroundings. I have much plc·asurc 
in moving-

" That the Bill be read a second time." 
HoNOURABLE l\fEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
HoN. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba) : I am 

sure that every member has followed the 
Treasurer very carefully, and I think it is 
only fair to say that the Treasurer, as usual, 
has gone into the matter very fully, VE'ry 
clearly, and very concisely. The Treasurer 
has a habit of .doing that kin.d of thing. Let 
me say at once that this side of the House 
are absolutely in sympathy with any move
ment Vl"hich will have for its object the 
a'sistance of those who are not in possession 
of a home. 

Mr. HARTLEY made an interjection with 
referenc<> to " the croeodilc." 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I am certain that 
in sa~·ing this WE' may point back to the 
oplendid work which was -done bv this 
Government in connection with workers' 
dwelling-s. An hen. memb<>r has interjected 
that it is a question of crocodile tears. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Crocodile sympathy. 
HoN. W. H. BARNES : As a matter of 

fact amongst the statutes pabsed by this side 
are to be found some of the most liberal 
measures in connection with housing, and 
also some of the most liberal measures intro
duced in connection with other matters 
appertaining to the workers. It will at once 
be admitted that anything that can be done 
in the direction of preventing overcrowding 
or in the direction of model communities 
will be a good thing. I think no man asso
ciated with local authorities can help being 
struck with some of the disabilities that 
exist to-day owing to the way in which land 
has been cut up. I did not hear the Min
ister say, nor do I notice anything in the Bill 
which will limit the area on which the 
houses are to be erected. If I know anything 
of the difficultie;; that exist in connection 
with homes, not only in the city, but also in 
the suburbs, there is too often a tendencv 
to build on the 16-perch allotment, and "r 
think provision should be made to prevent 
buildings being erected on such small areas, 
especially in the suburbs. 

HoNOURABlE MEMBERS: Hear, he'll'! 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: It is not at all 

fai1· to the children that thev should be 
brought up under such conditions. I have 
again and again pointed out in this House 

[Hon. E. G. Theodore. 

that from my standpoint it is altogether 
wrong to allow buildings to be erected in 
that way. It is perfectly certain that in 
places not very fa1' from Parliament House 
buildings have been erectod in a way whicli 
"hould never have been allownd-jammed up
against each other as they arc in a way 
which means very great danger, and giv<~ 
no po,;sible chance of a fair deal to the 
rising generation. I say 01nphatic.'tlly that 
that can only produce the very worst con
ditions for young life, whether it be morally 
or phy•-ically, because it is di>astrous to thf'
community to put young children into the 
street in order that they might get exercise. 
It would be very interesting if the Minister, 
·during the time the .Bill is going throng}. 
Committee, would favour the House by 
giving the amount of money that has bee!' 
advanced up to date under the Workers' 
Dv~·ellings Act, because again and again very 
~evere criticism has been made against the 
Act by some members on the other side. 

J\Ir. O'SuLLIVAN: It did not go far enough 
for us. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I shall show 
before I sit down that not only did some 
members on the other side not favour the 
Bill \vhcn it was first introduced in 1908, 
but distinctly opposed it. I am prepared to 
admit that in 1909, when the Bill wa~ 
actually passed, they modified their viewB 
somewhat. 

Mr. WrN,IANLEY: You modified the Bill 
too. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: We modified the 
Bill in some directions, but the main prin
ciples were in the Bill as paesed in 1909, 
and I hope before I sit down to quote some 
statements which were made by hon. mem
bers in direct opposition to tho Workers' 
Dwelling· Bill. Therefore, I say we ought 
to have for the purposes of the discussion 
in Committee of this Bill the amount of 
money spent on workers' dwellings up to 
the present time as a guide to the u,efulness 
of the measure. 

Mr. SMITH : Why do you not ask for a 
return? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The fact remains 
that in Queensland, as a result of the admin
istration of Liberal Governments we are 
probabl" far better off in point of provision 
for the" workers without dwellings than are 
other States. It will be admitted that there 
is no State that has made the provision for 
its workers that the State of Queensland has 
made. 

A GoVERNMENT MEMBER: Nonsense! 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Although the 
other side may want to claim credit for that, 
the facts revealed in " Hansard" are abso
lutely against it. An hon. member has said 
that the Workers' Dwellings Act does not 
go far enough. All I can say is that hon. 
members opposite have been pretty slow in 
bringing forward something else to make· the 
system perfect. After five years we have a., 
Bill. It is perfectly certain that some reason 
has been at the back of the de-lays. 

Mr. PETERSON: Who built up the slums? 
Your Government. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member, 
if he is not very careful, will find that, 
by the legislation of the Labour Government 
and the treatment of the question in general, 
slums will be built up indirectly, because 
the people will not be able to live under the 
conditions now being laid down by the 
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Government. I think that anyone who 
follows the tre-nd of things must realise that 
what I have said is correct. 

The HOME SECRETARY : Barnes and Co. are 
doing pretty well. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Whatever Barnes 
and Co. do, they ·do straight. I think the 
Treasurer made some reference• to the re
quirement of 25 per cent. security under 
the \Vorkers' Dwellings Act. Perhaps un
wittingly the hon. membe·r oYerlooked the 
fac-t that credit is given for any land held 
by the applicant for the loan if approved of. 
In other words, the land is taken, not only 
as part of the security, but the applicant gets 
oredit for it. 

The TREASURER: He must have 25 per ce-nt. 
nf the total value of ,the security. 

HoN. \V. H. BAR:'\"ES: I quite recognise 
t:1at that is so, but the land is counted in. The 
hon. member trie·d, perhaps unintentionally, 
tv disguis" that fact. I am with the Trea
'3urer in any movement that goes in the 
direction of forming model groups in the 
community, because there is a great danger 
to-day in connection with the cutting up of 
land which ha' to be watched ve•ry closely. 
Land is cut up in such a wav as to be 
detrimental to the community. • The local 
authorities, whatever they mav have done 
in the past when th<Jy had not the power, 
now see that the·re is proper provision for 
ro;J.ds. 

I notice that under the Bill the bona fide 
applicant must not have any land elsewhere. 
I am not saying that he should be allowed 
to have land elsewhere. I am not saying 
that any Bill should be· introduced to give 
an opportunity to speculators; but I notice 
two hings to which I want to call attention. 
The first question I want to ask is: "What 
.is going to be the effect on the members of 
the community who are likely to seek advan
tages of this Bill of the fact that only 
perpe-tual lease is given? " I am voicing 
my own view when I say that perpetual lease 
is not as effective as freehold, from the 
_,tandpoint of the man who wants a home of 
his own, nor does it offer him conditions 
.so good as those under the Workers' Dwell
ings Act at the present time. If you want 
to create· some standing in the community, 
my view is that you must give a man the 
freehold of his land. I think that nearly 
every man, whatever his brand of politics, 
whether he sits on this side of the House 
or on that side, when he enters into an in
vc-otment sees that it is an investment under 
which he gets the frep1wld. I ventur·e to 
think that a gentleman of your business 
tnining, :vrr. Speaker, or a gentleman of 
the business training of the Treasurer-as a 
rE'sult of his connection with the Treasury
would never think for a moment of going 
into a speculation unless it meant a free
hold and the handing of the deeds over to 
you or to him, as the case might be. I am 
not going to blame the Treasurer, but it 
sPms extraordinary that, on the one hand 
thNe should be a policy of freehold and on 
the· other hand an offering to the community 
of something that is not nearly as good. I 
am quite prepared to admit that sometimes 
there arc diflicultie3 in connection with the 
getting of homes, and I think that in any 
measure brought forward to give relief to 
th,- worker it would be very much better
if the Trea•.urer wanted to liberalise the 
getting of homes for the homeless worker 

as ·defined in this Bill-to make pronswn 
for giving to the persons concerned fre·ehold 
instead of perpetual leasehold. We know 
that, so far as a home is concerned, the 
inducements under perpetual lease' are not 
very great, whereas if absolute freehold were 
given the individual would be encouraged 
to make the very best of his purchase. 

I recognise that I cannot go into detail, 
but I should like to refer to the fact that the 
amount of income of an applicant must not 
amount to more than £260. I would like to 
~"'Y here and now. looking at the Bill closely, 
that it opens the door for moneys to be paid 
out indiscriminately. I want to strike a 
warning note. It sems to me, with a Trea
surer or a Minister who is not careful, that 
the door might be opened to evils in connec
tion with the buying of land by the Treasurer 
under the Bill. What is the position to-day? 
Take, for instance, the que-;tion aske-d by the 
hon. memb"r for Dalby to-dav in connection 
with the pastoral land:_that there has been, 
rightly or 'Yrongly. a strong ·desire on the 
part of the Government to go strong for lands 
whieh, until recently, were under the control 
of private individuals. It seems to me it is 
going to open another .door for th~ purch!'se 
of estates in Queensland. I certamly thmk 
that there should be someone in control of 
this particular business. The Bill makes pro
vision for the Treasurer to finance the posi
tion with debentures not excee-ding £500,000. 
That means that the Tre<1surer wants the 
authoritv ·of Parliament to provide deben
turc·s not exceeding that amount. If the 
scheme is going to be a great success, then 
£500.000 will not go very far. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WORKS: \Ve 
can get additional authority. 

HoN. \Y. H. BARNES: I quite recognise 
that but I ask the Treasurer, in financing 
Buch' an institution as this, has he given it 
the consideration it de,crves? There are 
debentures here and debentures there, includ
ing debentures for stations aggregating a 
large sum of moncv. I remind the Treasurer 
that these debentu~·es will mature some ·day, 
and it mav happen that the de-bentures will 
he sold to 'such a large extent that it may be 
difficult in days to come to meet them. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WoRKS: Our 
difficulty has been in reissuing stock which 
was floated originally by your Government. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: That is not so. 
The Treasurer must know that the position 
in Queensland to-day is a disastrous one. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: Some 
millions of vour debentures will mature in 
1924, while these debentures will not mature 
for twenty years. 

Ho~. W. H. BARNES: The Treasurer may 
not be there bv that time. Judging by the 
wa~,- Ministers· are flitting. onf' going hero 
and one going there .. appa~·ently they are. in 
antieipation of the diflicultH'S that are gomg 
to arise. Thev are like "Johnny Walker," 
"going strong:" !Opposition laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR P0BLIO WORKS : Is 
"Johnny Walker" your. J~arti~ular brand?. I 
am surprised at you g1vmg rt an advertlse
ment like that. (Laughter.) 

HoN. W. H. BARl\'ES : Clause 14 makes 
provision for perpetual town and suburban 
let1ses, for the purpose'\ of. homes,. businesse", 
or public purposes. That IS prescnbed c) early 
in the Bill. It would almost seem as 1f the 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.l 
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Government are making some provision for 
further industries in that particular regard. 

'fhe SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC .WORKS: \Ve 
must make provision for ·businesses in town
ships. 

HoK. W. H. BARNES: I am not saying 
that you should not do so, but it is reported 
that the Government are going into other 
ventnr••s. It is to be hoped that they will be 
more satisfactory thun the v0ntures the Go
vernment have on hand just now, especially 
the trawler. I do not know how the trawler 
is going to get on. Someone suggested that 
Rhe would be suitab](' for something else in 
connection with the Government, but she is 
of no use so far as trawling is concerned. 
Clause 16 relates to the interest on the 
rentals. which is calculated at the rate of 5 
per cent. A sum equal to one fifty-secondth 
part of the interest calculated at 5 per 
cent. computes the rent. Provision is made 
for expenditure on ins11rance, painting, and 
repairs of the home. I think that is a very 
necessary safeguard in connedion with the 
<>rection ·of buildings, especially wooden build
ings. Let me sav now that I think that the 
a~lvent of the workers' dwellings has mate
rially improved the general run of buildings 
now going up in the community. Many of 
the workers' dwellings are of the nicest 
designs, and I take this opportunity of con
gratulating those who have to do with the 
erection of those workers' dwellings. The 
Bill provides that those borrowing money 
have to insure their lives with the State 
Insurance Offic('. There, again, there is 
another open -door. If it is thought a man 
will not be able to conveniently pay his 
insurance because of his age, the Minister 
may have the right to exclude him from the 
insurance provisions. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WORKS: He can 
exempt him from the insurance. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Yc·s. While it 
may bP absolutPly just, it leaves an open 
door. It gives the Minister a great power, 
and such a provision might become a danger 
in the community. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 'Why? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Because, person
ally, I do not trust the Treasmer or the 
Government, I mean in their administration, 

:Mr. O'S'CLLIVAK: If a man cannot pass the 
Medical Board, do you think he should be 
debarred from the benefits of the Bill? 

HoN. \V. H. BARNES: No. Cases of 
hardship may arise, and that is why I say 
thd thc·se matters should not be left to one 
man to deal with. In another portion of the 
Bill provision is made for handing some of 
the duties over to the Commissioner of the 
Savings Bank. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 'WoRKS: He 
may do that. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I probably mis
read the Bill. I understood that the Com
missioner of the Savings Bank is to have the 
management. 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR P'CBLIC WORKS: The 
Minister may make an arrangement with 
the Commissioner. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The Bill provides 
for putting it under the management of the 
Commissioner. When a thing is put into a 
Bill like that it is generally done, and it 
looks as if the Commission~r is to guide the 
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affairs of this institution. Clause 18 makes 
provision for the purchaser to keep the land 
free from all noxious weeds and plants. I 
might remind the Treasurer that it would 
b•) a good thing if the Governm~nt cleared 
up their own household first. One of the 
difficulties which the local authorities find 
at present in connection with the eradication 
of noxious weeds is that the Government 
allow their own properties to be overrun with 
prickly-pear, Bathurst burr, and other 
noxious wee-ds, while they compel the oth"r 
fellow to keep his land clear. Whilst I agree 
with the provision which goes in the direc
tion of making people keqp their land olear 
from weeds, it would be a good thing if the 
Government practised a little of that them
s('lves. (Hear, hear! and laughter.) There 
is another clause which deals with the trans
fer of homes. It is a necessary clause in 
order to deal with circumstances which will 
arise in the administration of the Bill. It 
is one of the difficulties in connection with 
the perpetual leas() system, because it will 
be much more difficult for a man with a 
perpetual lease to transfer his home than it 
would be if he had the freehold. We know 
that the working class<>s, by reason of a 
change in their calling, have to frequently 
move about, and it will not be as convenient 
for those individuals to dispose of their home 
as they can to-day under the W'orkers' Dwell
ings Act. It is an easy matter for .an owner 
of a workers' dwelling to transfer his home, 
un]ebS it is not in a good locality. We 
should not allow people to build houses in 
places which are not regarded as good 
localities. We should not allow houses to 
be built in flooded areas or low-lying area~. 
We should take the responsibility of that as 
a State. People build in low-lying areas 
bPcau;;e the land is cheap, but that is detri
mental to health and detrimental to child 
life. There is one portion of t-he Bill which 
I was wondering how the Minister is going 
to deal with, and that is the clause relating 
to bad neighbours. It seems to be a very 
open clause. It looks as if the man who can 
make the most noise, or a man who has a 
noisy instrument, can get rid of his neigh
hour. There is a provision for dealing with 
bad neighbours. 

Mr. VoWLES: He may disagre<J with him 
politically. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Yes. he may. 
There is a clause which provides for the 
cancelling of the sale, and there i;; a most 
extraordinary provision that the Minister 
may keep thf) amount received and repay .to 
the' purchaser the whole or such proportion as 
he thinks fit. That is a clause which opens 
the door for all kinds of instruments to be 
placed in the hands of the Minister, to do 
certain things if he desir.;s to do them. It 
is hoped that this Bill will result in the 
genuine workf'r getting a home. Speaking 
for mvself, I do not believe in the perpetual 
lease at all. If we are going to do anything 
for the worker let us do it generously and 
fully, and let us giYe him the freehold 
straightaway, because the security, even to 
the Government, will b0 very much more 
satisfactory. I want to draw attention to the 
change of attitude on the part of hon. mem
bers opposite since the Workers' Dwellings 
Bill was first introduced in 1908. Mr. 
Spf)aker. I wish to refer to some remarks of 
yours when you were sitting in opposition. 
I hope YOU will not think I am disrespectful 
to -.·ou, ·because I have no desire to be dis
respectful. On page 375, of volume cii., 1908, 
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we find a speech by th<J late Mr. Bowman 
on the Workers' Dwellings Bill. Mr. Bowman 
":as a. very et>teemed man, and I say, in all 
su;centy, he was a man who was a great 
fr1end of the worke1:s .. I say that fairly 
and frankly . r!'lgardmg the late David 
Bowman. ThiS IS what he said-

. " I am opposed to this Bill as it is 
mtroduced, because it is only a sham of 
a Bill compared with the New Zealand 
Act. 

" The Treasurer : Are you opposing 
the principle? 

" Mr. BOW:.I!AN : I am giving reasons 
why I am opposin.,. the narrowness of the 
scope of the Bill. 

0 

I have indicated that 
the hon. gentleman has introduced purely 
a ~ham Rill to tickle th~ p;~rfl- of thP. 
wage-earners of Queensland. 

" Opposition Members: Hear, hear ! " 

On th.a~ occasion, members opposite were in 
oppcs1twn, and they said " Hear, hear ! " to 
Mr. Bowman's statement. 

]\ir. MULLAN: You are reflecting on ·a dead 
man-11r. Bowman. You know he wanted a 
better Bill. 

HoN. W. H. BAR!\:ES: I am not reflecting 
on Mr. Bowman at all. Then on pao-e 375 
Mr. Bowman also said- ' 

0 

' 

'' This is not for the benefit of the wage
ear_ne~s genemlly at all. (Hear, hear !) 
Th1s 1s merely to tickle the ears of the 
worl~ers, and is very much like that pro
verbud bunch of carrots that the hon 
gentlem<J.n has held out so often befor~ 
to the people of Queensland." 

There is another important member in the 
House ~t the present time who also made a 
speech. m connection with that Bill in 1908. 
Speakmg on page 387, this gentleman said-

" The pod tells us that 'a rose by anv 
other name,' etc. This Bill is designate·d 
a Workmen's. D":ellings Bill, with "' 
smoothness wh1ch 1s worthv of praise to 
people V\ ho desire to delude the workers 
of Queensl<J.nd . as far as possible, and 
make them beheve that this is the real 
democFatic party in Queensland. I think 
the. B1ll would be better named were it 
designate-d 'A Land Shark Encourage
ment Bill.' I am satisfied that whatever 
cp('rations do occur under such a Bill a,;; 
!his :vill be largely confined to Brisbane; 
Jt w1ll have the effect of enhancing the 
value of kmd in that district. and some 
of the scheming people in Br.isbane who 
make money out of land transactions will 
be ready to retail it to applicants for 
u<'!vances under this Workers' Dwelling 
BJ!l. It appears to me that the Bill will 
not benefit the workers at all: it will 
benefit another class of people ·entirely, 
people who can afford to pay money at 
the rate required by this Bill." 

The SECJ\ETARY FOR P'C'BLIC 'WoRKS: vVho 
quoted that? 

HoN. W. H. BAR:;-.;ES : I will give vou 
th~ gentleman's. name directly, but I ;;,ill 
fimsh the quotatwn first. This hon. member 
continued-

" I have condemned this Bill as warmly 
a.s I coul·d, notwithstanding the interjec
tlcns made by the Premier, who is no 
doubt anxious to throw ·dust into the eyes 
of the people. 

" The Premier : You are doing very 
well." 

The hen. member to whom I refer, speaking 
also on page 389, made use of these words--

" I am very much obliged for the corn 
pliment, but I do not care for the hon. 
gentleman's opinion. I hope that if the 
Bill goes to its second reading some very 
large improvements will be made before 
it is put on our statute-book. As it 
stands at present, it is no credit to its 
promoters or to the House. I do not 
think it is worth passing the first read· 
ing ; but if the second reading be passed 
l sincerely hope it will be so amended 
that its own father will not know it." 

I was asked who uttered those words, Mr. 
Sneaker. Will vou forgive me, Mr. Speaker, 
tOr saving it \Yas vounsolf. \Laughtr,:..·.) i\nd' 
the alnount advanced under that Bill-not 
thf' amount owing-was probably £2,000,000. 
And yet this Bill, at. the time of its intro-

duction, was oppose·d by hon. 
[4.30 p.m.] members opposite. I hope that 

the Bill now before us. and of 
which the hen. member lauded so fully in its 
introduction, will be as great a success as the 
\V orkers' Dwellings Act. 

Mr. UORSER (Burnctt): It is not J_llY 
intention to altogether condemn the B1ll, 
but I do certainly condemn the Government's. 
action in introdu6ng a Bill to amend the· 
workers' conditions in Queensland in narrow
ing it down in the way they have ·done. 
We had a sample some years ago, when the 
present Government were in opposition, and 
the Workers' Dwellings Bill was introduoed: 
to provide a svstem of workers' dwellings. 
that has not beel1 !'xcellcd by any other State 
in the Commonwealth; and, whilst the 
Labour Government in New South Wales' 
tried to do something within the bounds of 
Labour leg·islation and ideals in their. settle
ment, it is apparent to anybody v1ewmg the 
two Acts. and the settlements under those 
Acts. that Queensland stands alone in t_he 
great advantages and the democratic admm
istration of its \Vorkers' Dwellings Act. It 
i' most eECsential in any country that workers 
should be well housed. In Queensland, 
owing to the action of the late Government, 
we find that the workers for the most part. 
are enjoying good housing accommndation. 

What I complain about in the Bill now 
before us is that there is no provision for a 
nTeat majoritv of our workers who live in 
~ountrv districts. nor is there anv intention, 
or ·desire, on the part of the Government 
to provid<' reasonable homes without a. 
tremendons amount of security from the· 
worker who takes up Crown lands in our 
outback districts-either perpetual lease or 
freehold. Those people in the bush who 
have perpetual leases from the Crown a~e 
living in tents, or under bark, w1th thmr 
families; thf'v are denied the ad,·antages. 
of a home bernu,.e their perpetual lease does 
not provide sufficient security for the Crown 
to make advances through the Savings Bank. 
Yet there is no provision, neither is there· 
anv desire or hint from the Government that 
they are going to extend similar provision& 
to this class of our Queensland workers. 

:Mr. PETERSON interjected. 
Mr. CORSER: The hon. member for Nor

manbv must and does know that in a 
numb~r of our country districts we have 
workers taking up Crown lands, and battling
with their families who are denied £100 to 

Mr. Gorser.] 



920 W orlcers' Homes Bitl. [ASSEMBLY.] Workers' Homes Bill. 

build a home because thev have not the 
security to offer. · 

to safeguard their interests and the interests 
vf their children. 

.iYit-. :VI ORGAN : Sometimes they get £40. 
Mr. KIRWAN: Whv did the past Govern

ment drop it in the. railway? 

Mr. CORSER: And sometimes they get 
nothing. In my own district I have numbers 
'{)f applications from young men with 
families asking for £100 or £150 to build a 
honw, and they have been refused, while in 
some instances they have been offered £30. 
If it is neceh•·ary with thE' democratic 
Workers' Dwellings Act, as a·dministered in 
Queensland, to go further and provide homes 
for people who have not the security neces
sary under that Act, why not extend that 
provision to our outside Vl'orkers who are 
taking up land from the State, and whose 
·conditions, under perpetual lease, do not 
provide for the security necessary to the 
Crown for any applications they may make? 

Mr. CORSER: Do you want it now in the 
railway? 

?vir. KIRWAN: No, I don't. 

Mr. CORSER : The hon. gentleman asks 
why we dropped it, and ~till c!aims that the 
railwavmen do not want It. We always look 
after the interest of the railway employees. 
(Laughter.) They are very often wrong. 
If we try to please them, and they are wr~ng, 
it is no use the hon. member askmg queshons 
acro,•. the House. 

Mr. PETERSON: Don't you consider a 5 
per cent. deposit and insurance policy a 
security? 

:Vlr. CORSER: If it is SE'Curity for the 
worker in the city it should be securitv 
enough for a man on perpetual lease. I 
say if the security is not sufficient under the 
Workers' Dwellings Act, and something 
further in the shape of this Bill has w be 
provided, why not extend the provisions to 
the man taking up State lands in our outback 
districts? The necessity is there, and is 
much more apparent than in the city. A 
great number of our country people are 
living nnde1· conditions for a number of 
years which are a ·disgrace to the State of 
Queensland. while th<>re is practically noth
ing of this kind in the city. If the Govern
ment want to be lenient in this way, they 
should extend the provisions first and fore
most to those who require it most-that is 
those who live in the countrv districts and 
who are toiling against drottght' and 'other 
adverse conditions. Give them the possibility 
of a home; make it possible for them to 
live comfortably during the hardest da v.o; of 
their struggle. · 

One sore point about the Bill is the fact 
that it may be adminiotered by the Commis
sioner of the Savings Bank. I think that 
»'ill go towards minimi-ing the benefits that 
may accrue under the provisions conta.ined 
therein. \Vhen the Commissioner was 
appointed as adjudicatoJC and hea.d of the 
State Savings Bank, I opposed his appoint
ment, because he did not, and could not have 
-the practic:tl experience and sympathy 'neces
sary m all matters where k"niency and a 
little broadmindedness were required. He 
has not been successful in the State Savings 
Bank, as far as advances to settlers are con
-cerned. and I cannot see that he will be 
succe,sful as far as J.cni<mcy in respect of 
advances made to citv dwellers-those who 
have not the security 'and have to go to the 
State for assistance. The insurance that is 
provided for-the insurance of 'the life of 
thE' worker-is, no doubt. a good provision. 
I cannot see whv the Government cannot 
bring in a scheme to insure all workers, and 
if all workers were insured, then, by the same 
machinPry, we might provide the whole ·Jf 
the funds necessary to carrv on the working 
of thE' Bill that went through the other day-
1:ne Unemploy(ld Workers Bill. I think it 
would be a good thing in all our Government 
works throughout the State to provide for 
compulsory insurance of all workers, in order 

[Mr. Corser. 

Mr. KIRWAN: I asked you a question, and 
vou did not answer it. I will give notice of 
it now. (Laughter.) 

Mr. CORSER: Right oh 1 You will get 
a replv "in due course." (Laughter.) The 
Bill p;ovides that ultimately these homes are 
to become the property ~f ~he. workers. Is 
this an elention sop. or IS It mtended that 
the worker is to get the private ownership 
of his home? We know that the. latter Is 
contrary to the socialistic teachmgs and 
schemes that are advocated by our friends 
the Socialists, who now occupy the Trea.sury 
benches when they are on the hustmgs. 
\Vhen hon. members are dealing with the 
unemployable and screaming for tl;1eir sup
port and their patronage, they cl'pam that 
they arc out to nationalise the home and 
everything that pertains to co;nfort so that 
the unemployable .m~y. share m those com
forts, and the Soc1ahshc papers throughout 
the State and the Commonwealth are advo
cating to-day the nationalisation of the 
factory. the farm, and the workshop. It 
would be verv interesting to know how It 
is possible for' them to sincerely hope to !?ass 
this Bill while they advocate. that pohcy. 
They claim that they arE' gomg t~ make 
priv'ate ownersh!P. ?f the h.ome po&olble. to 
extend the possibihty prondcd ?Y the !ate 
Government under the \Vorker.s Dwelh~gs 
Act. which thee' opposed when It was gomg 
through the Hou~<', a;><;! yet thc:v advocate 
the policv of nahonahsmg the fact.ory, the 
farm and the workshop ! I ca.nnot see how 
our friends are going to attempt to carry 
out one thing and advocate the other. 

Mr. PAYXE: \Vhat do you mean by that? 

Mr. CORSER: I han not time.to e~plain 
to the hon. member. Does he behcve m the 
private ownership of the home? 

Mr. PAYNE: Of course, I do! 
Mr. JnrEs: \Ve ha.ve not got it now. \Ve 

have landlord ownership. 

Mr. CORSER: If we have got lan?lordism, 
how it is that hon. memb'!rs do not mtrod~oe 
something to do away vnth that. ~ystem, m
stead of only extending the provisiOn~ of the 
present system? They cannot menbon ar:y 
landlords in Brisbane or anywhere else m 
Australia. who <1re not enjoying their t;ondi· 
tions to-day. Our friends are mtrod:'cmg a 
Bill to alter the present ,tate of ~ffairs, an:J. 
the boast of the Secretary for Pubhc Works IS 
that the rents wi!l not be hiijher than the 
rents now paid for the sam·e s1zed home. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC \VORKS: And the 
worker will be purchasing the home under 
this schBme. 

Mr. CORSER: He will be purchasing the 
house, but not the land. I hope that the 
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Gccvernment do not intend, in any great 
degree, to build homes round their Govern
ment shops and Government enterprises. For 
instance, with the promises that we have had 
from the Minister for Mines and the Chief 
Secretary with regard to the vVarra State 
Coalmine and the mineral oil well at Roma, 
had this Bill been in operation at the time, 
no doubt the Government would have 
advanced huge sums of money to workers to 
build homes around those State undertakings, 
and it is to be hoped that the Government
although they may be enthusiastic about 
Rome of their State undertakings-will be 
wise enough to stay their hands and not 
vcrmit the erection of homes around such 
undertakings until it has been found whether 
they arc going to be a success or not. It is 
not my intention to unduly delay the intro
duction of this Bill into Committee, where 
it will bo possible to make the Bill con
siderablv broader. I am sorrv that it is 
~uch a 'narrow Bill. I am sorry that the 
same broadmindedness could not be expected 
here as v,as apparent wlwn the V\Torkers' 
Dwellings "\et ,,, as before the House. I hope 
•:hen we get into Committee that the Bill 
,;m be broadened, and that it will include 
the great body of workers in the bush who 
are struggling on their farms or perpetual 
leasPs. 

:\ir. s;vnTH (Jlackay): I desire to support 
the second reading of this Bill. The Secre
tary for Public W arks, in introducing the 
measure, pointed out that the problem of 
housing the workers is the concern of every 
Government in the world to-dav. V\'e know 
that this Bill is very opportun"e in Queen&
land at the present time, because anyone 
who visits the metropolitan areas, or visits 
the countr5" towns of Queensland, will recog
nise that very little provision is being made 
for housing the people of this State. We 
know that that is the result of the present 
system of private ~mterprise. vVe know that 
p~ople do not bmld houses at the present 
time for the purpose of providing homes for 
the workers; they build those houses for the 
purpose of exacting rents on which they will 
make considerable profits, whereas, under 
the principles of this Bill houses will be built 
which will be actual home3, and in which 
thP people will live in decency and in com
fort. The houses will be built on the most 
up-to-date approved methods, and under the 
most hygienic surroundings. That will be of 
considerablB importance, and will be of 
much benefit to the people of this State. 
vVe know that from the point of vimv 
of health, as well as from the point of vfew 
of efficiencY. that this Bill should be sup
ported b)-" everyone who believ!ls in the 
fur,:1re of this State. We know it is one of 
the greatest disgraces to Brisbane at the 
prespnt time that houses are built so closely 
together. I noticed in the Press last week 
tha-t Alderman Barr:,, of the Brisbane City 
Council, drew attention to the fact that in 
many case• two, sometimes three, and occa
sionally four families, were living in the 
one house. The common decencies and com
forts which everyone should demand, and 
which everyone has a right to Bxpect, cannot 
be carried out under conditions such as those 
described, so that it is the duty of the State 
to provi"de homes for the people. It was 
somewhat difficult to find out exactly where 
the hon. member for Bulimba stood when he 
was speaking on this measure. He devoted 
otho greater portion of his speech to the 
Workers' Dwellings Act, and the question of 

the tenure of the land on which homes 
should be built. vV e know that under the 
\Vorkers" Dwellings Act a great many people 
in the State have been able to provide them
selves with homes. No one on this side seeks 
to deny that, and in that connection I wish 
i"o say that the hon. member's quotations 
from " Hansard," in which he endeavoured 
to show that we opposed that measure, are 
not very apropos. A perusal of the debates 
of 1908 will show that the Labour party 
drew attention to the fact that that Bill was 
verv narrow in its scope, and would have no 
art{ml result in providing homes for the 
people, but when the Bill was finally passed, 
and became an Act. it had a much wider 
scope than it had at the time to which the 
quotations referred. V\' e all know, as I 
have said, that that Act has been of some 
advantage, but l venture to say that it has 
not provided homes for the people in propor
tion to the need for them. We know that 
25 per cent. has to be provided by the person 
who desires to build a home. At the present 
time a great many people are _not able to 
do that. V\' e all know from gomg through 
the State. and coming in contact with workers 
in their daily lives, and what they have to 
put up with. that the great question is not 
how to get a loan under the \Vorkers" 
Dwellings Act, but how to get suitable land. 
This Bill does away with that difficulty 
altogether. We know that a majority of the 
workers at thP present time are not in a 
position to pay the high prices at present 
demanded for land. Take, for example, 
Brisbane, Rockhampton, M_ackay, and other 
great centres of the State. Town allotments 
and land for building purpos"s in those places 
are sold at very high prices. I know after 
the cyclone in the Mackay district people 
who had built houses in flooded areas under 
thB administration of the hon. member for 
Bulimba, were required to find new areas 
on which to erect their homes, and very high 
prices indeed wen' asked for the land. That 
is the trouble with which the worker has to 
contend at the present time. Go to any 
suburb of any cit,v or town in Queensland 
with a vi0w to building a home for yourself 
or with a view to assisting tho workers tc 
get suitable homes for themselves and their 
families, and you will find that very high 
prices have to be paid for land. vVe know 
that a few years ago in the suburbs of 
Brisbane land that is now verv valuable 
could have been purchased at very "low prices, 
but land values have incr;;ased enormously. 
I had occasion to look at some land in the 
KBdron district quite recentlv, and I found 
that for a 16-perch allotment 'they are asking 
from £60 upwar"ds, and we find that the 
worker, who is being bled by the profiteers, 
who are the friends of hon. members 
op.rosite, is not in a position to pay high 
land values. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : "Where do the breweries 
come in? 

Mr. SMITH: Of course, they are pro
fiteers the same as the rest of them. and they 
support the hon. member and his party. 
Then, with regard to the opposition of hon. 
members to the perpetual lease sy,tem, we 
know that this tenure is becoming very 
popular in the State. The hon. m<Jmber 
for Bulimba savs that this tenure is not 
likely to be popular. I know perfectly 
well that many workers in my district, and 
the working class throughout Queensland, 
when this Bill becomes law, will be very 
pleased indeed to take advantage of its 

Mr. Smith,] 
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provisions. The obj e-et of the Bill is to pro
vide decent homes for the accommodation of 
the workers and their familie~. and perpetual 
lease of the land is provided. That is to 
,,ay he has that land in pei·petuity. \Vhat 
differ('nce is it to the worker, so long as he 
has securitY of tenure, whether he has the 
fee-simple (,f that land or not? And there Is 
this further advantage: that the worker who 
comes within the scope of this Bill is not 
asked to pay interest on a high capital value; 
lw simply pays a c~rtain rental on the per
petual lease which Is a mere fleabite to what 
it would be if he had to buv the freehold. 
Supposing the land on which his home is 
built is worth £100. If he pays a certain 
percentage rent on the value of that per
petual lease, the amount is very small, 
and something which makes the paymenh, 
a, laid dmvn in this Bill, no hardship to him. 
but if v<m add that £100 to the rost of his 
dwelling you will force up the weekly pay
ments so much that it would be a hardship 
for the worker to make those payments. The 
object of the perpetual lease is to prevent 
the workers having to pay a high interest on 
a, high capital value, and the hon. m<>mber 
for Bulimba, in advocating the freehold 
principle, i' endeavouring to assist the 
speculator, and is endeavouring to force upon 
the worker a 'ystem which will involve him 
in paying much more per week than he will 
be required to do under the Bill, while, at the 
same time, he would have no corresponding 
advantage. Of course, we know ohat hon. 
m<•mbPrs opposite are in favour of the free
hold system. \Ve know that all land specu
lators in the community are supporters of 
hon. members opposite. Just let us imagine 
for a moment what the position would 
be if the worker'' were asked to take up 
the, fnrhold of th;,~e lands. vYc know that 
in my own district, and in every district 
in the State, there is a great demand for 
decent workers' homes, and the Government 
would be asked to resum<> land for the pur
pose of building workers' homes, and we 
know that the friends of hon. members 
opposite, who own the la.nd, would do every
thing in their power to force up the price 
of that land; and what a. glorious harvest 
there would be ! Suppose, for examph•. that 
thousands of homes are being built in Queens
land for the workers. \Vhat a nice position 

the J>md speculator would be in 
[5 p.m.] if he were in a position to cut 

up the land which at present he 
is holding for high price.; ! The workers in 
the last analysis would pay high rates for 
their homes. The methods laid down in this 
Bill are ewinently sound. The perpetual 
l<>ase svstem is a system of land tenure which 
is sup[lOrted bv e\~ery thinker and economist 
at the present time. Hon. members who 
seek to denv that do not come within the 
categor;~· of' thinkers or those who have a 
knowledge of political economy at all. 

:\fr. BEBBI~GTO~ : \Vh;~- should you charge 
the farl1l('r 6 per cent.'? 

The SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. SMITH: The hon. member for Drav

ton is simply a. blatant, babbling blathe'i-
skit<:'--

:Vlr. ::\fORGA~: I ris;, to a point of order. 
Is the hon. member for Mackay in order in 
calling the hon. member for Drayton a 
blatherskite? (Laughter.) 

Mr. BEBBINGTO~: He does not know any 
better. I don't mind. 

[Mr. Smith. 

The SPEAKER: It might be a very apt 
description of the hon. member for Dray
ton. but the hon. member is not justified in 
using it. 
0PPOSITIO~ MEMBERS : Oh ! Oh ! 
The SPEAKER: I take this opportunity 

o£ reminding the hon. member for Drayton 
that I have called him to order two or three 
times this afternoon for referring to what 
the Government mav charge for mon<ly 
advanced undN a Bill not under discussion. 
The hon. member is out of order. and I warn 
him that he is setting a very bad examp_le 
to voung- members of this House. H<l Will 
hav"e to cbehave very much better or I shall 
have to deal with him: very severely. 

Mr. :SMITH: If the hon. member for 
Drayton re"l~nts the description, I hav.e no 
hesitation in withdrawing it. There IS no 
doubt that the hon. member is v"ry irrelevant 
in his interjections, but that may be put 
down to his lack of knowledge. As one re
presenting a Northern ~lectorate, I have muc):> 
pleasure in ¥:elcoming the Bill. I. take .rt 
that when the Bill becomes law no time :VI!! 
be lost in putting the measure into operatiOn, 
and when that is don~ those of u<> who belong 
to the ~orth will see to it or endeavour to 
see to it that the districts of the North and 
the remote portions of the State .receive 
equal conditions with the larger citres and 
metropolitan are·a. 

Another very important provision in the 
Bill is clause 14. which provides that leases 
shall not be auctioned. That also shows that 
the Treasurer, in drafting the Bill, had the 
best interests of the work<;r at heart. We 
know that provision is made that where there 
is more than one applicant for a home on a 
particular site. re1ran! will be had to the 
size of the resp~ctive families and so on,, and 
preference might be given to one applicant 
on that account. I suppose that in other 
cases where there are more than Oll<l they 
will ballot for the home. If there w<;re com
petition for a particular p]ace the _value of 
the leas<; might be unduly mflate~ m a way 
which this party opposes and whrch I have 
opposed at all times. Ir;flated la;>d values 
are a fruitful cause of high, rackmg rents, 
to the detriment of the best interests of the 
workers. Another important provision in t]lis 
measure is that for the life insurance poh9 
which a worker is required to take up. Th1s 
i~ a clause that may be opposed by those 
who have not thoroughly analysed the Bi!l, 
and it is one upon which I have b<len ques· 
tioned by workers outside who desire to <'ome 
within its scope. When we analyse !he clause 
w<' find that it is not only a very rmportaut 
provieion but also one which is in the in
tqrcsts of the workers themselves. WA know 
that under the present system of socie!Y. a 
worker who would come within the defimtion 
under this Bill has practically no secnr:ty 
of employm'ent, that !he spectre of want is 
always hanging over hrs h<;ad. We kn_o:v th~t 
he is always troubled about the po.sitro"Jn I,l' 

which his wife and dependents wrll .be If 
anything should happen to the breadwmner, 
anc! consequently this clause makes a Yery 
wide, wise provision, indeed, because the 
worker can be assured that having becom<; a 
tenant. of the State-having effected <: pohc:v 
of life insurance-immediately upon Jus death 
his home becomes the absolutely free pr'?
perty of his wife and .d!'pendents. That. Is 
a verv important provisiOn, and one whwh 
the workers I am sure will like to use. How 
much will it improve the conditions of the 
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men who may be suffering from som.; disease 
or complaint if they fer,] a~sured that in the 
event of their death their wives and de
pendants will be left in the security of their 
homes entirely free from any encumbrance? 
It is a provision which should be supported 
very strongly. It will relieve the work••rs 
to a very large extent of th.; worrie5 that 
affect them at the present time. 

Another very important matter to which 
I have referred, and upon which the hon. 
member for Bulimba dilated, is the questioa 
of suitable areas for homes. He talked
and I agree with him-about the bad policy of 
buiMing homes on 16-perch allotments, And 
here again we come back to th., evil of in
flated land values, which the hon. member 
believes in. People at the present time do 
not build on 16-p.;rch allotments because they 
desire only 16-perch allotments. They do so 
because they have not the wherewithal to buy 
a great<)r area. Under perpetual lease there 
will not be that factor operating, and the 
Treasurer has pointed out that all the latest 
and most up-to-date methods of town planners 
will be adopted and that model suburbs will 
be created. We only need to look at the 
present time to the designs of the houses 
built under the W 01·kers' Dw<;lllings Act to 
gain an indication of what will be done under 
this new system. Those designs are a credit 
to those who are responsible 'for >them. 
W ork<;)rs' dwellings are generally of a better 
design and better constructed than those 
which are not built under that scheme, and 
consequently we can have little doubt that 
the Gov~rnment, in administering this mea
sure, will see to it that the houses are built 
in prnper localities and fr·ee from their con
veniences that exist under a system of private 
enterprise. The evils of the present time are 
due to the system: of society which hon. mem
bers have supported from time imm<;)morial, 
and they oppose us tooth and nail in every 
endeavour we make to get away from that 
system. The Treasurer is quite right in 
saying that th<e; evils which exist in the cities 
ir. the Southern States and parts of the old 
world are not so apparent here, but, having 
a pretty inti!llate knowledge of the building 
trade, I venture to say that we have in 
Brisban" and Queensland all the elements 
which have given rise to slum areas in other 
parts of th<;l Commonwealth and in other 
parts of the world. Did we not see only 
i.1 this m·orning's or yesterday's paper a 
description of certain places in Sydney? 
Can we not see in the metropolitan area, and 
was it not found out during the influenza 
epidemic, that we have r~ally slum areas 
rapidly growing in our midst? 

That brings me to another point. I have 
a! read}' said that tlwse homes should be on a 
proper area of lancl-certainlv not less than 
32 perches each ; that they ~hould be of a 
good design and contain all the up-to-date 
c<Jnyenience necessary to provide for tho 
comfort and maintain the health of those 
inhabiting them. The onlv pertinent inter
jection I have heard the "hon. member for 
Dravton make this afternoon was in refer
ence to the way in which these homes >vould 
be built. He asked whether they would be 
built by day labour? I hope and expect 

. that they will be built under that sy·-tem, 
because we know that by the methods which 
can be adopted by the vVork.s Department 
the brBt possible job can be obtained at the 
minimum of cost. We all understand, or at 
least we should understand, that the greater 
the volume of production the less the average 

cost becomes. We will assm;ne that the 
W arks Department is building fifty hou,cces 
under the Workers' Homes Act. It could 
do that on the average at much less a cost 
than that at which the applicant could get 
a house built for him by contract. That is 
perfectly obvious to anyone who understands 
the present system. It is also worth while 
pointing out this important point-that deal
ing with these homes on a large scale, and 
having regard to the resources of the State 
in the way of joinery shops and so on, the 
neccssarv doors, window 'a she<, and other 
furnishings ean be produced much more 
chHaply than by a man who is only p:-oducing 
'•'ufficicnt. for one house. And there is this 
third consideration-that th,,.e is no incen
tive to slum the job. The Works Depart
ment, working on a large scale, and having 
at their disposal the best available trades
men, with proper management and proper 
men in control-because after all the effi
ciency of any ·department depen<:ls upon 
proper management-can ca:-ry out work 
more cheaply !han under private contract, 
can also produce better work, and, in oodi
tion to that, is not faced with the disadvan
tage of any incentive to slum th<' job. In 
connection with that I want to refer to some 
contract jobs, so much beloved by the hon. 
member for Bulimba and his friends on the 
other 'side. I do not know whether it was 
your experience in the Innisfail district, Mr. 
Speaker, but immediately after the cyclone 
in the Mackay district an officer of the Works 
Department was sent North to have a look 
<J.t the homes under the Workers' Dwellings 
Act which had been injured or in some 
instances ·de,troved. I went with him and 
inspected many huildings that had been blown 
off their stumps. I saw buildings which 
were a total wreck, and I found in some 
cases that the stumps were in the ground only 
18 inches, and in some instancfJS only 16 
inch0s. We know that in all Governrnent 
work, whether it is let on contract or not, 
provision is m a de for considerably more th<1n 
that according to the size of the house, but 
the depth is never less than 2 feet 6 inches. 
Yet I h<1ve seen houses built under contract 
of which 6-foot stumps had only 18 inches in 
the ground. Those homes were built under 
the administration of the hon. member for 
Bulimba, when he was Minister for Public 
Work•·. 

Mr. SJZER; And under the a·dministration 
of the vcrv man whose Bill you are talking 
about. ' 

Mr. SMITH: "Cnder the adminiFtration we 
will adopt if this Bill becomes law we will 
have nothing of that kind, It is well known 
that where competition exists, if there is a 
'carcity of jobs, prices are cut down to the 
lowest pohible point. As men naturally do 
not work for the love of the thing, and as 
men work to provide a livelihood for them
selves, they dPsire as much profit as possible, 
and naturally where prices are cut down by 
competition thNe is always n temptation to 
slum the job. That will not take place under 
this measure. By building these houses on a 
large scale they will be able to do it at a 
minimum of cost, both by wav of purchasing 
materials and providing the labour for them. 
That will >tll be to the advantage of the 
worker. I think the Minister was very eon
servati ve in his estimate of the amount of 
rPnt that the worker will pay per week. He 
pointed out that fixing the interest at 5 per 
cent., together with the other charges· 

Mr. Smith.] 
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outlined in the Bill, it will mea:n that the 
worker will not be expected to pay more than 
tiH: averag,:; rent now existing. I do not 
think he will hav,e to pay so much, beoouse 
standardised houses with pmper management 
in their erection will mean less cost in erec
tion than they do at the present time, conse
quently tho < :tpital cost will be less. Another 
provision •• hi eh I approve of in the measure 
is where the department cover the buildings 
by insurance themselves, and provide for 
their proper maintenance. 'Thcat is a very 
important thing·. \Ve know, particularly 
y, h<>r<e housPs arc built of wood and perish
able material, that if the,- are neglected for 
" little while they get out of repair, and the 
lifetime of that house is considerably reduced. 
'When houses are ne-glected they cost a 
a good dcD.l sometime,; to bring them back 
into proper order. In a climate like the 
Quoenslanrl climate those housu need to be 
kept painted regularly. With a large staff 
of painters, plumbers, etc., engage<l by the 
\Vorks Department, they will be a:ble to go to 
these buik!ings '"'d keep them in proper 
repair at a minimum cnst to the department 
und to the worker. The Bill is one which I 
think will be of gre,tt advantage to the 
workers of this State, because it provides a 
means whNeby people will be able to secure 
homes for. themselves in which they, will 
have secunty of tenure. They have not got 
that at the prr9ent time. vVe know that at 
present it often happen3 that someone will 
come along and offer to pay a higher rent 
than the exi9ting tenant. The result is that 
people often !:et notice to quit. Rents are 
inflated that wa,<·. and there is no security of 
tenure at all. Under this scheme a man will 
hav0 a home for himself. I welcome the Bill. 
H will moan that homes will be built with 
the most up-to-date conveniences. ThHt is 
not po,~ible at the pres0nt time. \Ve know 
that when houses are erected at present they 
are not always built in places where due 
regard is ha.(! to public health. In Brisbane, 
particularly, many people are living in 
.Jwdlin:.~s which. in my opinion, should be 
rondemned. I believe in providing decent 
home', foe· the people, and this Bill will do 
it. The erection of these buildings will 
iwprove the surroundings of the workers. 
That "ill mean an improvem'ent of their 
health, and will go a long way to solving 
the housing problem which exists at the 
present time. I have much pl~asure in 
supporting the second reading. 

Mr. :\!ORGAN: I have listened atten
tively to the hon. member who has just 
resumed his seat. If he had confined his 
remarks to the Bill itse•lf they would have 
carried more weight and his epeech would 
have been more appreciated by members 
listPning to him this afternoon. In con
nection with a Bill of this kind, I .Jo not 
think the members on the other side should 
end:avour in any way to introduce party 
feelmgs m· should endca vour to gain kudos 
owing to the fact that they are introducing 
such a measure. We have had a Workers' 
Dwellings Act in operation for ten ye•ars. 
It wr:s introduced by a previous Government, 
and 1t cannot be denied bv anv man inside 
this House or out of it that that Act has 
proved a pronounced success. 

Mr. s~nTH: No one seeks to deny that. 

Mr. MORGAN: The Worke·rs' Dwellings 
Act has been in operation for ten years, 
and although the present Government have 
been in office for five years thev have not 
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attempt<Xl to amend that Act, except m one 
small particular-to provide that money 
could be borrowed on perpetual lease selec
tion. \Vhen that Act was first introduced 
perpetual lease was not compulsory in 
Queensland, so it "as nece-ssary for the 
Government to introduce an amendment in 
that direction in accordance with their land 
policy. That Act has been an unqualified 
success, and it is only after being five years 
in office that the Govc·rnment find it necessary 
to bring in a measure of this sort. It is 
owing to the financial position of the workers 
of Queensland at the pn•oent time that it has 
been found necessary to bring in this Bill. 
Ten years ago the workers of Queensland 
could find sufficient monev to enable them to 
become· the owner of a" worker's dwelling 
under the \Vorlmrs' Dwellings Act. To-day 
their position is altered. Their financial 
position to-day is not to be compared with 
what it was ten years ago, and it is necessary 
to bring in a fresh Bill altogether to give 
more liberal conditions to provide for those 
who are•, unfortunately, not in the same 
position as people were ten years ago. The 
hon. member for Brisbane may quot·e statis
tics and show that the amoljnt of money 
which the people ha;-e in the Savings Bank 
has increased, but I can te·ll the hon. mem
ber for Brisbane that the money in the 
Bavin~s Bank is not the money of the 
workers. There are anv amount of business 
people in Queonsland to-day who have got 
the·ir money in the Savings Bank, and they 
lmve not only on0 account, but two or three 
accounts. It is the business people who have 
their money in the Savings Bank-the pro
fiteer whom the hon. member for Brisbane 
is always so anxious about. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Where- di.(l they get their 
money from? vVho keeps the business man 
but the worker? 

Mr. MORGAN: The workers themselves 
have not got money in the Savings Bank, so 
that if the hon. member for Brisbane quotes 
figures to show that there are more deposits 
in the Savings Bank to-day than there were 
six or seven years ago, it will count for 
naught, owing to the fact that a great 
numbe·r of business people here pu,t that 
money in there themselves. 

Mr. KIRWAX: Which they made out of 
profits. 

Mr. MORGAN: I might point out one 
weakness in connection with this Bill, and 
I would like the Minister to give an explana
tion of it. I understand that this Bill will 
apply to the country .Jistricto just the same 
as to the city of Brisbane. I understand 
that it is not a Bill wholly and solely to help 
the eitv workers. I understand that it will 
help the workers who are unfortunate enough 
to live on small areas of land in a country 
district. If a man buys a 32-perch allotment 
in the· citr of Brisbane it will be valued at 
£60. " 

Mr. KIRWAK: You will not get 32 perches 
in Brisbane for £60. 

Mr. MORGAN: If a man has half an acre 
of land in the countrv it mav not be worth 
more than £10 or £15, or .£20 at the most. 
Anyone noticing the Government land sales 
will se~ that. The man with half an acre 
in the countrY will not be able to come under 
the present \'Vorkers' Dwellings Act, because 
his land will not be of sufficient value to 
enable him to provide the one-fourth neces
sary for the e<rection of the building. Will 
he be able to get the money under this 
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particular Bill? He is a poor worker living 
in the country. That is an important ques
tion I would like the Treasurer to answer. 
I see nothing in the Bill that will enable 
that worker to come within its provi·,ions to 
enable him to get a home for himself. Will 
the Minister say if I am right or wrong in 
that conclusion? It may be a matter for 
consideration, but, in my opinion, an amend
ment in that direction is necessary. I hope• 
you are not going to ·debar the man in the 
country from getting a home. It is a matter 
that d<)serves serious consideration. and in 
Committee we may be able• to introduce an 
amendment so as to put the matter beyond 
any dot1bt whatever. If this Bill is to apply 
only to the city worker I will oppose it tooth 
and nail, because I consider it should be 
applicable to the country re·cidents a•· well. 
We should not bring in measures unlE3S they 
apply equally to the country and the city, 
otherwise the people will be leaving the 
country and coming into the cities whe-re 
thoy have mor.e· advantages. We want to 
induce the people to go into the country 
instead of flocking into the cities. I hope 
that my suggestion will receive conside-ration. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC \VORKS: I will 
look into it. 

Mr. MORGA='<: I hope the Minister will 
go into the matter before .,,.c get to the 
Committee stage, .and make provision for the 
Bill to apply equally to the country worker 
as to th •. • workers living in the citic · and 
towns. The hon. member for Jl.1ackav, in 
his speeBh, reflected on the inspeetors engaged 
by the Works Department. He referred to 
certain buildings which were erected in 
Mackay under the ·worker,' Dwellings Act, 
and mentioned that it was discovered that 
the posts were only 16 inches or 18 inches in 
the ground. In '-aying that he made a 
reflection on Government officials. 

lYir. KIRWAN: It was done under vour 
Government under the contract system.' 

Mr. MORGAN: Those buildings \Wre 
erected under the \Yorkers' Dwellings Act, and 
they are supposed to bP erected under the 
supervision of Government officials. The hon. 
member, therefore, reflected on our inspector'. 
If any Government inspectors allowed build
ings to be put up where the posts were only 
16 inches in the ground, then the quickf'r an 
official inquiry is held into it the better it 
will be for dwellings that arc likely to be 
erected in the future. · 

Mr. WHITFORD: Is it not a reflection on 
the contract system? 

Mr. MORGAN: It may be a reflection on 
the contrad system, but it is certainly a 
greater reflection upon the inspectors, who 
evidently did not do thf'ir duty. If inspectors 
allow that sort of thing to he done in con
nection with workers' dwellings. then thev 
are not fit to remain any longer in the 
Government service. If inspectors do that 
sort of thing, then th0 sooner they arc haulc>d 
over the coals th<' better. I notice that this 
Bill gives preference to the married men 
and to the men first of all who have thf> 
larg·<·--t families. That is a principle which is 
in operation in Victorin, in connection with 
land settlement. If two or more men go in 

for "' block of land there, thev 
[5.30 p.m.] give preference to the married 

man with a wife and familv over 
a single man or a married man who has no 
family at all. I suppose they recognise that 
the man with a large family has been a 

better worker, and intend to assist him in 
preference to the others in a matter of this 
wrt. 

Clause 5 enables the Governor in Council 
to set apart certa.in Crown lands for the pur
poses of the Bill. I hope provision will also 
be made to set apart Crown.lands in country 
districts. It is just as necessary for the 
\Yorlwr· in the country to have homes. 

Another matter in connection with this 
Bi 11-which is practically similar to all Bills 
introduced bv the Government-is that it 
give• the Minister too much power. 

Mr. KIRWAC\': vVho do you want to get 
the most power-the Minister or the Gom
nlissioner? 

Mr. ::lfORGAK: That is a differenc,o of 
principle. Evidently this Government be
lieves in doing awa:· with all Commis,cioners 
and making the Minister the 2erson holdmg 
the whole responsibility. Perhaps that is the 
principle which is going to be adopted in 
connection with the railways. Perhaps the 
Government are going to have no Commis
sioner, but are going to make the }finister 
the responsible head, with whole and sole 
control. Perhaps, also, when the present 
Commissioner of the Savings Bank's time has 
expired they will have had such an experi
ence of what a Commissioner is capable of 
doing that they may ·also give the Treasurer 
cc>mplete control of the Government Savings 
Bank. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. }10RGA='<: \Ve ha,·c, in connection 

with the Government Savings Bank, a depart
ment whic·h administf'rs the vVm·kers' Dwell
ings Act. Th.at a.dministration hac,, not been 
condemned or criticised by any hon. member 
of this House. It seems to be giving general 
satisfaction. Whv should not this Bill be 
pla.ced under the' control of that setion of 
the Governn1(nt Savings Bank? 

Clau·e 26 says-
" The Minister may arrange with the 

Commissioner of the Queensland Govern
ment Savings Bank to manage, and such 
Commissioner shall thereupon, as the 
fully constituted deputy and a.ttorney of 
and for the Minister. be authorised to 
manage the whole or any part of the 
busines•; of the Minister under this Act." 

11r. KIRWAX: Doesn't the Commissioner· 
run the Workers' Dwellings Department? 

Mr. MORGAN: Yes. It is a sort of 
branch, the same as the Agricultural Bank 
is a branch of the Government Savings Bank. 
It s•tys the :Minister "may." I would like 
to see "shall" ;'!lS<'rted there. This is not a 
matter where the Ministe·r should be per
sonally responsible after this Bill becomes 
law. \Ve ha' e the officials and the office in 
op<'ration at the present time, and why 
should it not be compulsory that, when thi& 
Bill becomes law, it should be handed over 
to the Commissioner of the Savings Bank 
to \Wrk in conjunction with the Workers' 
Dwel_lings Ad? The \Vork<'rs' Dwellings Act 
proVIdPs that a man who wants t{) build a 
home must not be in receipt of more than 
£250 per annum, and he> must find one-fourth 
of the total value of the building. We handed 
over the whole of the administration in con
nection with that particular worker-becau· 
he is only a worker, the same as this Bill 
will provide for-to the Commissioner and 
his officials. Whv not hand over the adminis
tration of this particular Bill to the same 

Mr. Mor[lan.] 
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people? They have the staff and know 
exactly how it should be administered. There 
has been no complaint in connection with 
that, the same as in connection with the 
Agricultural Bank, where there have been 
general complaints from hon. members on 
both sides. 

There is another matter in connection with 
this Bill which the Minister did not make 
quite clear. Supposing a worker enters into 
a contract with the Government to build a 
home under this Bill. He may have fulfillc>d 
the conditions for ten y()ars, and at che e>nd 
of that time, owing to unforeseen circum· 
stances-he may be offered a good position 
200 or 300 miles away-he has to leave the 
district. 'rhe Minister said he would b" able 
to sell. Supposing he cannot get ano~her 
person who is eligible-and they must be 
eligible, they must not own another home 
and must be in recEJipt of less than £250 
per year. He has paid 011' half the value, 
he cannot get a buyer, but can get some
body willing to rent it at, say, 14s. or 15s. 
per week. Under this Bill there is nothing 
to say that h<;l can ront it-in fact. he is de
barred from renting it. That rental, in my 
opinion, could be used for defl·asing the ·~oGt 
of the building. What is going to become 
of the interest that that man has had in it 
for ten years? Is he going to lose it all? 
That ought to be made clear. It is not fair 
that he should lose what he has paid during 
those ten years simply because, through no 
f~.tult of his own, he is compelled to remove 
from that locality. That is another matter 
for consideration in Committee. The Min
ister should give consideration"" to it, and it 
is necessary to have an amendment to provide 
for a case like that, because I feel sure it is 
not the intention of any p~rson in this 
House to do any workman an injury or 
deprive him in any way of what he is legally 
er,titled to. In dealing with a matter of this 
sort, the Bill should be made as plain as 
possible, and leave nothing for doubt; and, 
if that is done, it will certainly make it a 
better Bill than at present. 

Here I just want to read a quotation from 
thE> " Daily Standard," of 22nd September, 
showing just what a section of the workers 
of Buranda think in connection with this 
particular matter. The quotation is as fol
lows:~ 

" Aftf)r discussion, the following motion 
was carried, and directed to be forwarded 
to the Minister in charge of the Workers' 
Homes Bill, and also to the secretary of 
the Parliamentary Labour Party:-

That this organisation protests against 
the WorkE)rs' Hom'es Bill, as proposed, 
owing to its expensiveness, and urges 
that, as an alternative, the Govern
ment embark on a socialistic scheme of 
erection of dwellings, and that same 
be let to workers at a reasonable 
rf)ntal, in conformity with the party 
objective, namely, the collective owner
ship of the means of production, dis
tribution, and exchange." 

The same old phrases that you hear in con
nf'ction with all these matters. The same 
old phrases in connection with speeches 
which are repeated parrot-like at election 
period. This particular Workers' Political 
Organisation objects to this Bill. First of 
all, they say it is going to be expensive, 
the homes are going to be erected by day 
labour and under the control of the Works 

[Mr. Morgan. 

Department. Notwithstanding what the 
hon. member for Mackay said in regard to 
th~ fact that they are ablQ to make a cer
tain number of window frames, doors, etc., 
they should be able to make them cheaper, 
but I say they do not. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY : They are always stand
ar.dised. 

Mr. MORGAN: Notwithstanding the fact 
that the dQpartment should be able to do 
this cheaper, our experience, unfortunately, 
has proved that they do not. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY : They do. 

Mr. MORGAN: I have figures which 
show that at the present time in the country 
districts, in connection with schools, .the 
work is costing 200 per cent. to 300 per cent. 
and 400 per cent. more under the .day-labour 
system by men sent up under the Works 
Department than the local man would do the 
sam~ work for. 

OPPOSITION ME:VIBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MORGAN: And the same thing 
applies right through the whole of Queens
land. (Government .di;;sent.) I have figures 
to show that what I say is correct. Regard
ing the latter portion of the motion passed 
by the Buranda W orkf)rs' Political Organisa
tion, they object to the Workers' Homes, Bill 
owing to the fact that it is not fulfilling the 
policy of the Labour party. They say the 
policy of the Labour party is that the State 
should own the home, that the people have 
no right to own a place of residence. I am 
very pleased to know that this Bill doe' pro
vide that the worker shall own his home. I 
am pleased that th<: caucus have defied these 
socialists who belong to this particular 
·workers' Political Organisation, and oth~r 
workers' political organisations, who advo
cate that the St·ate ehould own everything. 
I am sorry that the Bill does not go far 
enough in the direction of the tenure of thf) 
land, and while members opposite will say 
that a ninety-nine year, or a lease of per
petuity, is equal to freehold, I say let the 
man decide that for himself. I am not against 
this Bill containing a clause which gives 
a man the option of freehold or perpetual 
lease, but the time has come in Australia 
when each man should be free enough to 
decide for himself, and that should be the 
policy of the GoYernm'ent. They should go 
still further and defy the W m·kers' Political 
Organisation and the socialistic element that 
are at the present time operating in connec
tion with the Labour party. They should use 
common sense, and recognise the fact that 
members on that side of the House who 
hav~ been able, during the past few years, 
to save sufficient money to buy a home, have 
gone in for freehold. The hon. member for 
Mackay also referred to land sp~culators. 
One of the biggest land speculators during 
the past few years in Queensland has been 
the Premier himself. (Governm"nt dissent.) 
We know that just before the abolition of 
the freehold system the prc"ent Minister for 
Agriculture sel<;ctcd a large area of country 
under freehold tenur,e .near 'B:eerburrum. 
That has not been denied. Then, the same 
applies in regard to the Secretary for Public 
·works. who has bought freehold property. 
Even 'the hon. member for Maryborough, 
ao reported in the Press recently, has acquired 
a freehold property ; and good luck to him. 
I am very pleased to know that he is be
coming a stakeowner in the country, because 
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" man who owns a stake in the country is 
bQtter than the man who does not. That is 
the policy that should be embodied in every 
Bill, and I am very pleased to know that 
that policy is embodied in this Bill-that the 
worker will eventually own his little home. 
If that is so, he will c~rtainly keep it in 
better repair than if it belongs to the State, 
and I hope, when these homes are being 
erected, that the Ministe,r will insist that 
there is no such thing as homes being 
erect8d with a thin wall separating the 
buildings. That is a disgraceful state of 
affa1rs to have in connection with any home. 
All hom<]s should be detached, and there 
should be no such things as terraces. A man 
with his wife and family should live in as 
much privacy as possible. 

Mr. WHITFORD: How many workers would 
-own homes under your past policy ? You 
would starve them into submission. 

Mr. ::\fORGAN: The reply to that question 
is this-that under the Workers' Dwellings 
Act, which was originated and put into force 
by the Liberal party, over £2,000,000 have 
been advanced to enable workers to own 
their own homes. That shows what we did 
for the worker, and what the present Go
n•rnment is doing for the worker under this 
Bill is being done owing to the fact that 
the worker to-day is not in the same position 
that he was in five or six years ago, and it 
i< nece,;sary to brin-g in more liberal legisla
tion. I give the Bill general support, but 
I would like to oee the Minister go more 
fully into the question to see whether what 
J have pointed out as the· weaknesses of the 
Bill cannot be provided for. If that is done, 
this Bill will receive general support, and 
~here will be no trouble in making it into an 
Act of Parliament. 

Mr. MoLACHLAN (JI rrthyr) : The hon. 
member who has just resumed his seat has 
made one of his typical speeches. He has 
endeavoured to convince the House that ht> 
is not opposed to the Bill, while he is opposed 
to the party which has introduced the Bill. 
During his remarks he has endeavoured to 
" run with the hare and hunt with the 
hounds." He has endeavoured to make 
workers in his electorate whom he thinkl> 
may 'upport him in his next election believe 
that he is supporting a Bill of this kind, 
and, at the came time, he is trving to sail 
in a fair wind with those peopl~ who think 
politically as he does. The hon. member 
accused this Government of being dilatory 
in introducing this measure. He said the 
party have been in power between four and 
five years, and, at this late hour they intro
duce a measure of this kind. ' Surelv .the 
hon. member must know that this party has 
been advancing ever since it got into power. 
(Hear, hear!) The whole history of the 
Labour party since it has occupied the 
Treasury benches has been one of democrati" 
reform; many Acts that appear on the 
statute-book have been amended in the 
interests of the people, and the whole work 
of the Government has. been devoted to the 
passing of legislation in the interests of the 
people. The hon. member would have us 
believe that it is possible to introduce rln 
whole of the Labour platform· in one sessio11. 
The Labour platform, making. as it does, for 
the benefit and advantage of the whole of 
the people, is so large that it could not 
be introduced in one vear or in one Parli·t
ment, or even in ten Parliaments but it will 
be introduced as time goes on, 'because the 

people of Queensland have shown in the past 
that they have confidence in the party tha.t 
at present occupy the Treasury benches. I 
am very pleased that the Government have 
introduced this Bill, and the Secretary for 
Public Works is to be congratulated on the 
very able manner in_ which he explained its 
provisions. (Hear, hear!) The Bill is a 
further evidence of what this party is doing 
in the interests of the people as a whole. 
We have, during our term of office, intro
duced quite a number of reforms, and we 
have shown that we are prepared to con
tinue giving effect to the pledges which we 
made to the people when we were seeking 
their support; and that the people are satis
fied that we are doing what we promised we 
would do is proved by the fact that the 
Government were returned to power when 
or1 a second occasion, they sought the suf
frages of the people. This Bill provides, not 
only for the homeless man, but also for th<> 
landless man, and that is one of the points 
that was made by the then leader of tho 
Opposition, Mr. Bowman, when he was speak
ing on the Workers' Dwellings Act that was 
introduced in 1908. I listened very atten
tively to the hon. member for Bulimba when 
he was speaking on this question, and it was 
principally to reply to the unfair manner in 
IYhich he referred to the attitude taken up 
by the late lamented and revered David 
Bowman on the Bill, as then introduced, that 
I rose to mv feet. The hon. member when 
speaking tried to lead us to believe that 
he was the father o,f the Workers' Dwellings 
Act, when, as a matter of fact, as hon. 
members will see if they turn up "Hansard," 
that hon. mPmbor was then sitting in opposi
tion. The Bill was introduced bv the Hon. 
Mr. Hawthorn somewhere about the time 
that the hon. member for Bulimba said some 
very nasty things about l\1r. Kidston, who 
was then Premier of the State. As the 
Secretarv for Railwavs reminds me, -so 
incensed" was the hon. "member at the time 
with the work that was being done by the 
Governrn.ent who then occupied the Treasury 
benches, that he made an attack on the then 
Premier and said Mr. Kidston was drummed 
out of Falkirk, and :vet he tried to make 
us believe, by the manner in which he 
delivered his speech to-day, that he actually 
supported the Government which introduced 
the Workers' Dwellings Act. Instead of 
doing that. he opposed them. He was not 
fair to Mr. Bowman, because, as I will prove 
bv quotations from Mr. Bowman's speeches, 
;'vir. Bowman opposed th<> Bill because it was 
not a Bill that was likely to do for the 
workers what the then Opposition thought 
the Bill should do. The Opposition to the 
measure was because it was not liberal 
enough, and because it did not make pro
vision for the landlf'c•s man, as this Bill does. 
A very lengthy debate took plaefl on that 
n'easure, and in looking through the reports 
I have not been able to find where the hon. 
member who this afternoon made an attack 
on 3\Ir. Bowman once addressed himself to 
the measure when it was before the House 
He did not make a speech from his place on 
the Opposition benches, and yet to-day he 
would have us believe that he ~vas the father 
of the Bill. The hon. member was unfair 
in quoting Mr. Bm>man as he did, and I 
want to show to the House that Mr. Bow
man's opposition to the Bill was not because 
he was opposed to a measure having for its 
object assistanc<J to the worke-rs to enable 
them to get homes for themselves, but because 
he was opposed to the measure as it was th€m 
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introduced. In speaking on the Bill, Mr. 
Bowman, as. reported on page 374 of 
"Hansard" for 1908, volume cii., said-

" J\lr. BOWMAN: I agree with the prin
eiplo, but I say that the Bill is not suffi
ciently broa•d. The hon. gentleman is 
confining it to the man who has an allot
ment of ground, whatever the value of 
that allotment may be. It may be worth 
only £50. Supposing a man living in 
the hon. 1o !ntleman's own electorate of 
Enogg-Pra had an allotment valued at 
£50. and he >"> anted an advance of £300, 
would that value of £50 be satisfactory 
to him, seeing- that he can only get an 
advance up to 15s. in the £1? 

"The Treasurer: Ko; we propose to 
lend on the 'alue of the building." 

:Mr. Bowman further said-
" If it is the desire of the Government 

to benefit the workers-and, according to 
the; statement made by the Treasurer 
this afternoon, such is their desire-why 
do they confine the advantag-es of the 
Bi]] to per'•Ons who happen to own free
holds? There arc men besides those the 
hon. gentlemen spoke of who live under 
insanitary conditione. \Vhy is it not vro
posed to give tlwm the same opportunity 
to obtain guod sanitarv f'onditions for 
their dv:cl!inw- ., 'Gnfort"unakly, it is the 
larg-e bulk of the wage-earners who are 
paying- rent, and those who are receiving 
the lowest wages Jive in the worst kinds 
of habitations. 'Gnder this Bill a man 
'f\·ho has an allotmc•nt of ground will be 
able to participate in the benefits offered 
by the me:•sure; but a man who is 
equally industriam, who may have 
breatcr troubl<' in getting employment, 
who may rcc•ive a much less wage, and 
who may haYe greater rBsponsibilities in 
regard to the n1ainh~nanco of a \vife and 
family, will be dPbarred from obtaining
an advance, simply bceause he has no 
fre-·ehold." 

That was one of the objections that was 
offere-d by the then lcade>r of 'the Opposition 
to the Bill. A very leg-itimate objection, too, 
and one that ha' b('en remedied in this Bill, 
because the present Bill provi-des that the 
landless man will haYe facilitieq afforded to 
him to g(•t a home the same as the homeless 
man will have. :VIr. Bowman, speaking on 
the same subject, sai-d-

,, My point is-and I am going- to pin 
the hon. gentleman down to it-my point 
is that the hon. gentleman said it was 
the desire of the Government that 
workers should have better sanitary con
ditions-better housing- accommo-dation. 
Tn that evNy hon. member on this side 
nf the House is with the hon. gentle
man; \V hat we want is that the GovNn
ment should make the Bill more liberal. 
T.ct them make it a measure similar to 
the New Zealand Act." 

During- th,. course of h1s speech he quoted 
the New Zf a land Act extensively, to sho'w 
that the measure then introduced was not 
in any way similar to that Act, and was not 
nearly libe>ral enough in the interests of the 
workPl's of Qu<•CI!sland. He further said-

" If there is anv sinc.erity in the hon 
g-entleman and his. leader, fet them corn<' 
with an up-to-date Bill on the lines of 
the New Zealand Act." 

And he suggested. at the conclusion of his 
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speech, that th<J measure should be with
drawn, and a. more liberal measure intro
duced in its place. A lengthy discussion took 
place, and the result of the discu,sion was 
that. the Bill was not further proceeded with, 
and the next year another \Vorkers' 
Dwelli12gs Bill was introduced by the Hon. 
Mr. Hawthorn, who then admitted that the 
Bill was a great improvement on the Bill 
of the previous year. So much so that he 
was of the opinion that it would meet with 
the favour of the Opposition and of the 
Labour party. If anything is needed to 
justify the Oppositi-on that the :late Mr. 
Jlo1•, J;.au g-ave to the orig-inal Bill, it is the 
fact that the GoYcrnment of the day recog-
nised the force of the arguments used against 
that Bill, and the following year introduced 
a measure which embodied many of the sug
gestions that were thrown out by speakers 
thB previous J 2ar-. 

(Sitting suspended from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.) 

Mr. McLACHLAN (continuing) : The Bill 
will >also have the effect, in my opinion, of 
introducing- into our city and town life a 
system o.' modern Yillages, as it were, which 
is now conspicuous by its absence. \Ve find 
in thp city of Brisbane-and I suppose the 
same obtains in many of the larger towns cf 
Queensland-that people are huddled tog-ether 
in houses on small areas. This <~.fternoon 
some hon. members referred to the fact that 
houses were being built on 16-perch allot
ments, and said that was not a sufficient area. 

Mr. KmwAx: On Pdrie terrace they are 
only 10-perch allotments-the whole terrace. 

Mr. McLACHLA:\': I was g-oing to say 
that I know many imtance' in the city of 
Brisbane where thp:·e arc two houses on a 16-
perch allotment. It is quite 0asy for any 
person to notice in some -suburbs car~f''*' where 
an allotmE'nt has frontag-es to two- streets, 
and, althoug-h the allotment is only 16 
perches, the ov.ncrs have availed themselves 
of both frontages, and have built a house on 
each. The result is that the houses are 
huddled tog-ether, and the health of the 
people must cE'rtainly be impaired to a co:•r
tain extent by the proximity of the dwelling-s 
one to the other, and the sanitary conditions 
that should obtain are not as much in evi
·dence as they could be if the houses were 
further apart. I >am of the opmioN that even 
16 perches is too small >a piece of land. In 
<Jities '"uch as Brisbane, and other towns in 
Queensland, where there is ample land avail
able, there is no need-there should be no 
need--for the dose building of houses on 
small areas. The evil is broug-ht about to a 
very large extent by the desire on the part 
of lando\\ ners to get as much rent as po""iblo 
out of as small an area of land as possible. 
I trust it will be the business of this Govern
ment in th<e not far distant future to take 
steps to remedy the evil. The Bill they ha ye 
introduced has for its object the providing of 
homes, model homes for the people, and the 
bringing into being- of what we mig-ht call 
villag-cc, which will be a credit to the city or 
the town, >and I trust that the GoYernment 
will ulso soon bend their minds and energies 
towards the amendment of our real property 
laws, including the Local Authoritie,; Acts, 
if necessary, so that the area of land on 
which people arc allowed to build a house 
mav be fixed at not less than 16 perches at 
>all "events. I think that this Bill itself will 
fulfll a verv useful mission. If it is carried
and I trust it will be carried-one can easily 
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in1agine YPry lH!autiful suburbs .;;;pringing up 
where now &cres and acres of vacant land 
t>Xist, suburbs where the peopl<· will be 
housed in dwellings which will be at the same 
time comfortable and attmctivA in appear
*Lnce. They will have those honws provided 
with very little expense to themsdves, and 
they will be homes in which they will be 
,,b]p to take an interest, knowing that in the 
improvement of the surroundings in which 
they find themselves they are improving 
;;omcthing which will Pventuallv become their 
own. I welcome the measure ''Prv cordially, 
indeed, and, notwithstanding that therl' 
rnight be son1e criticisrn fron1 nu~rnb0rs on th.P. 
other ,,ide, I trust the Bill will ]Hlss. and will 
he of verv "reat benefit to the workers of 
Queemland. "(Hear, hear!) 

:Mr. BEBBI~GTO="J (Dra.1Jion): In reply 
to the hon. member for Merthvr. I would sav 
that anv criticism that comes' from this side 
will be 'merely with the object of improving 
the Bill. \Ve have quite as much interest in 
the worker as rrwmbers on tht' other side. In 
fa et, there are In ore g·enuine workers on this 
side than on the other-manv mar<'. There 
are at least half a dozen me;nbers here who 
hold enginPering certificates, and men who 
live by culti,·ating the land. If that is not 
work I do not know what is. 

:::\Ir. KIRWAN: \\·hat do vou think we did 
before we came to the Holise? 

Mr. BEBBI::'\GTON: ::'\ot much. I am not 
;;aying that hon. members did not do any
thing, hut they seem to think that we did 
not. I am certainlv in favour of this Bill, or 
<my other measure that would improve the 
home:; of thf' workers, or the standard of our 
manhood, and I trust that its operations will 
not be confined to Brisbane, which appa
rently was going to pretty nParlv be the case 
but will extend over the who'Ie State. I 
know that the-e homes are going to be fairly 
costly, as they are to be con6tructed by da0• 
lubour, and will have so manv eonvcniences. 
But I have found it far bette1: to pay a few 
shillings more rent or interest on a farm and 
have a fair amount of land than to be pent 
11p on a. small place and, perhapi', .-pay very 
little interest. You have verv much better 
<:'onditions, and a yery much better chance of 
making your \Yay in the world. So I say it 
will be verv much better for the workers to 
pay a little higher rent and live in better 
f'urroundings for themseh·es and familie~. 
'rhere is one little misunderstanding which 
I would like the Treasurer to put right. The 
hon. member for ~1ackav made a 5tatement 
that the interest on the land would be 1~ per 
cent. I would like to ask the Treasurer 
whether that is correct? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC '\\'oRKS: ::'\o. 

Mr. BEBBI~GTO~: The hon. member 
...aid that this would be cheap land, that the 
rent on the l<'asehold \Vould amount to about 
1~ per cent. 

Mr. SYITH: I never said that. 
:'vir. BEBBI~GTON: What ~lid the hon. 

member sav? I know what he ,aid. If that 
is not corr8ct--

Mr. SMITH : I rise to <1 point of order. I 
want to know whether the hon. member for 
Dravton is in order in stating that I said that 
the "rent of this land would be U per cent. ? 
I emphatically deny that. I never said it. 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member for 
Drayton must accept the denial of the hon. 
member for Mackay. 

1919-3 :\I 

Mr. BEBBIJ';'GTO:\:: I will accept it, but 
I will see it in " Hansard." (Laughter.) 

ThP 8PEAKEH: ThE' hen. m('mber is not 
in order in adding that remark. He mmt 
accept th<' denial of the hon. member fo~C 
:Yiackay without qualification. 

:Yh'. BEBBI?\GTO::\' : I will, but at the 
enmc time if this land is going to be bought 
with money obtairwd on debentureR, or in 
any othPr way--I. pre;:ume the GovNnment 
<lo not intend to steal It--

Ylr. Pw:c-;E : The Crown has land. 
:\fr. BEBBIXGTO::'\: The Crown has not 

got land n<'ar Brisbane or ~~:ny other city th~t 
-lvill lH' available for carrymg out \\hat th1s 
Bill set>ks to do. In that respect. I say that 
th<' House has practically been misled, seein_g· 
that tlw workers cannot Pxpect to get tins 
land at a less inter<'St than what the Crown 
va:vs for it. If you talk about 1~ per cent. 
and 2~ p0r cent. and 3~ per ce~t. . you an? 
mi,!Pading tllP work<'l"S. v\'hat IS the gooJ. 
of trying to mislead the workers 'f 

:\Ir. 8){JTH: That is what you are trying 
to do now. 

:Ylr. BEBBI~GTOX: What is the good of 
tryin~ to mi,Icat! the "·,orkers by talkin!f 
arxmt 14 per c•z>nt. and 2, per cent. and 3~ 
per e<•nt. when tlw land has got to _be 
hought and paid for on de~entu~es on wluc!.; 
the Gm·ernment han' to g1ve 62 per cent.. 
::'\ow, who is the blatherskite? (Laughter.) 
Tlw man who was h·ving to mislead thn 
workers-thP 1nan 'vho ~was and is now-. If 
You talk about allowing interest at 2 pc'r 
{·ent. or 3 per rent. or 4 1wr cent. when. at 
the same time. W<' have before us a B1H 
whieh is going to increase the in_tereBt of tho 
farnu:rs to 6 p0r C'Pllt., 'vhere rs your con
sistency·: Trying to n1islead one e!ass out 
of two-for tlkv arP all workers-mto be
lieving that the;· wi)l have cheap.land, a?-d 
at the ::~auw tin1e bnngrng rn a. Bill to raiSB 

the inb,rest of the farnwrs to 6 per cent. 
:\fr. PETERSOX: Yuu \YOU]d not gi\·e him 

lllOHPY for a C'OW. 

:\Ir. BEBBIKGTOX: The hen. membPr 
i" c1uite wil!ing to ra.isc the interest from . 4 
per c<mt. to 6 pt'r cont.-he will have to vote 
for it or against it-I shall see tha.t he votes 
for 4 ]Wr CPnt. or 6 per <'ent .• wh1chever he 
likPs. (Laughter.) 

::\1r. PETERSON: '\Yhat have you done for 
the man on the land~ 

:\fr. BEBBI~GTOK: The hon. member 
has not done verv much. Th,, most hon. 
memlwrs opposite ha.ve done for the man _on 
the land has been to reduce the scholarqh1ps 
from three to two vears and raiw the interest 
of his advane<'s. ·As the hon. member has 
mentioned tlw matter, here is a little thing 
tha.t I ask-'<l should be done for the farmer& 
-mcrelv that the Railwav Department should 
put up "a small arm to c'ateh th0ir mail bag. 
\Ye know that the bit of timber in one of 
those arms is put down here at 9s., but the 
cost of the whole thing is £10. 

:\lr. BERTRH!: What has that got to do 
with this Bill? 

::\!fr. BEBBINGTON: It has cvervthing to 
do with it. Hon. memhers talk a.bout getting 
cheap land and houses. How can they get 
them with their day-labour system? 

:Mr. liARTLEY interjected. 
Mr. BEBBINGTON: I will give the hon. 

member something nearer his own electorate. 

Mr. Bebbington.J 
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I haYe here an extract to the dfed that I\Ir. 
t"ollins e'X!W<>ssed som0 n•sentnwnt that while 
~TOC'{H'S in a certa.in town WPl'£' allowed to 
<.·harge 4~d. per lb. for sugar, tlw priet' at 
the Governn1f'Ilt store~ at thf' work~ ·wa"" 
6d. per lb. There is smndhing- <>xtra placed 
upon the worker, -,vho i~ supposPd to get 
<•verything cheaper. I am not DIW of tho.•P 
who advocate that Pverything should be 

·cheap; I say that a. man should get a living 
·wag<• out of it. This action is PYidentlv 
another evidence of the prderenee of th~· 

·Queen stre<Jt Governnwnt to the people in 
the city. It is certainly an inducf'mPnt fvr 
the people to rush to the cities. \\" e do not 
want the people to rush to the {·ities. and 

·that ·is why I consider that the people in 
the country should be· giYen the same 
privileges as those who live in the city. 

::'11-r. G!LDAY: Can't they gPt that ander thi• 
Bill? 

Mr. BEBBIKGTO::"\: You rai"•d tlw 
interest to 6 per cent. on the farnH'l"'· allll 
that show··, that we do not get the 'amc 
privileges. All legislation should <"Xtf'nd to 
·the country districts the same a.s to tlw 
·cities. It shows that the man in the country 
'is to be without a home, so· far as this 
·GovernmPnt is concernecl. while thP citv man 
is pandered to. I do not say that \YP ~hould 
not giye .assistance to those• in tlw <"itiPs. 
but we should extend it to the countrY. \\"hat 
possibility has a man in the countr~· got of 
getting a. home unless he is given the oam" 
chance as others "i ThP late David Bowman 
said that the first Bill -did not go far Pnough. 
I say that about tlw present Bill. It dors 
not go far enough. 

Mr. P AYNE : Why"? 

::\Ir. BEBBIXGTO:c\: This Bill make-; pro
,·ision for the same class of men a;; tho 
\Vorkers' Dwellings Act, except that under 
the present Act they have to pay 25 pe·r cent., 
and under this Bill they have only to pay 
5 per cent., or 20 per cent. less. r ndPr the 
\Vorkers' Dwellings Act a man can make his 
home his own, but he cannot do it nnde·r this 
Act. Under the present Bill the Govern· 
ment have the right to raise the rent every 
ten years. If a man pays off £400 the Govern· 
ment can raise· his rent, although they take 
his £400. That is not so under th" existing 
Act. I certainly will do everything I can 
to help these people to get homes of their 
own. If I have the opportunity, I will grant 
them the free·hold and gi,-e them the title 
deeds to the land. 

.Mr. CARTER: And no rates. 

Mr. BEBBINGTO~: The hon. gentle
man talks about no rates. Who is going to 
pay for the repairs of the streets? Are they 
going to loaf on the people, the same as 
the Government have alwa.vs done? The 
Government, with their butchers" shops and 
everything else, have not pai-d any rates to 
the local authorities. Who ke·eps the streets 
in repair? \Vho pays for the Brisbane streets 
for the lorries to cart the meat to the Govern· 
ment butcher shops? _They are paid for by 
the ratepayers, and not by the Government. 
The Government haYe got into such a habit 
of loafing on other people that they cannot 
help it. It is only right that they should 
pay their fair share of the rates and taxeo. 
If I had my way I would make eve·ry 
Goyernmen.t busineas pay the same taxes as 
a private business. Let us see if they can 
make their State enterprise•s pay then. I 
conside-r that this Bill does not meet the 
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requirements of the people who want homes. 
The1:<' arc~ a lot of people eoming· here
IIl!migrants and others-who han• no houses 
to go to when th<)y get here, and some pro
vision should be made for them. The Go
Yf'l"nment sho11ld conside-r some sehenw to 
proyide a big flat somewhere in the citv 
"·here thes" people can stop for a few day"s 
until they get homes of thc·ir own. The rich 
man can take one or two rooms at an hotel 
or provide a flat for himself, and we should 
make the same prO\·ision fo,· a poor man. 
The present Treasurer may not be in office 
YC·ry long, and it will be left for the next 
Treasurer to do it when this party occupy 
the Treasury bPnehes. \V e will make pro
vision for the man arriving here from the 
old country bringing his ,,ife with him. 
That is not done at the present time. I shall 
giYe all the assistance I can to this Bill, and 
will try and improve it when it gets into 
Committee. 

::'\Ir. PETERSON (Xormanby): I would not 
have risen at this hour were it not for the 
remarks made by the hon. member for Dray
ton and others on that side in condemnation 
of the Government in regard to the treatment 
o_f farmers paFticularly in the housing ques
tion. I consider 'hat the Government in 
power are doing more for the peoplE' in the 
country under the present Bill than any 
previous Government have done. (Hear. 
hear !) Instea-d of trying to ridicule the 
Government when they are trying to do 
something. it wonld be better if the hon. 
member would give something tangible and 
assist the· Government to improve the Bill. 
'!.'he hon. member for Drayton said that the 
Government were prepared to: assist the 
people in the cities to obtain houses but 
were ·not prepare-d to extend the Bame 
consideration to people on the land. 

I\Ir. BEBBI!>:GTO;>;: That is correct. 

Mr. PETERSOX: I would like to remind 
tlw hon. member that when members on this 
side were in opposition the- hon. member did 
not assist them to get any benefits for the 
farmer. \Yhat did the hon. me.mber do when 
he was sitting behind the Governme-nt in the 
matter of introducing a Housing Bill for 
the benefit of the farmers? When the Agri
cultural Bank Amending Bill was being 
introduced there. was onE) clause which stated 
that the- Government would advance £1 for 
£1 up to £40 to enable a farmer to get a 
house. The Labour party, then in opposi
tion, introduced an amendment to increase 
it to £70. \Vhere was the friend of the 
fanner then? The hon. member for Drayton 
voted against the proposal to increase it to 
£70. (Hear, hear! and laughter.) When the 
Labour party came into power they in
crease-d the amount from £40 to £80. Again, 
when the quc•stion came up of giving in
creased benefits to farmers, the proposal in 
the Bill was to grant 13s. 4d. in the £1, and 
the Labour party trie-d to get it :incr-ease-d to 
15s. in the £1. Where. was the friend of 
the· farmer then? The hon. member for 
Drayton Yoted against it. (GoYernment 
laughter.Y What about all his talk about 
looking after the primary producer? All 
the time that he sat on the Government side 
he did nothing for the producers at all. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTON: Ye:; we did. \Ve gave 
them the money at 4 per cent. 

:lYir. PETERSON: At the last election the 
majority preYiously held by the hon. mem
ber for Drayton almost vanished, but in my 
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dectorat<'· the farmers doubled my maj01·ity. 
\Vln· ·: Bl'<"al!"" th0y knew the GovNnment 
wor'P as~i~ting th£> prodtu•prs a~ thPy had 

evPt' })('en as:-;.isted beforf'·. 
Uon:RX>IEKT ::YIE)IBERS: HPar, hear: 
Mr. YowLES: V\C'rC' thorP not some in

quirip..., nut-de in your elt:>ctoran). in connection 
with the Savings Bank·~ 

Mr. PETERSOK: I han• not been able 
to n>C' th<' bank anv more than the hon. 
mPmlwr. \Vh!'n th<!' proper tim0 came to 
criticiRP th(~ Commissioner of tll("' S'avings 
Bank I lwnl not be0n found wanting in my 
eriticism. (He-ar, hear!) 

1\Ir. VowLES : \V as ther!' not an inquiry 
"bout the dealings of the bank in your 
-<_ii_striet ·: 

::Ylr. PETERSOK: ::\o. 
Mr. S:1IITH: Another '· ma.re's nest." 
Mr. PETERSOX: I have the records here 

">howing how hon. members opposite voted 
'o far as the producers' interests were 
~conc-erned. 

Mr. MORGAX: \'re unanimously supported 
15,. in the £1. 

Mr. PETERSON : At the pr<'sent time a 
farm0r can get £80 to build a house. and 
h,, can obtain 15s. in the £1 ove·r· that 
amount. whereas pr<;]viously he only got 
l3s. 4d. 

':\Ir. :\IoRGAX: If lw is lucky. 

':\Ir. PETERSOK : The point is not 
-,dH'tlwr they are lucky or unlucky, but what 
-did hon. gentlemen opposite do when they 
had th<' opportunity? They voted against 
any incrPases to the producer to get a better 
nlass of home, yet this Government increased 
th<- amount to £80. 

.Mr. YowLES: £80 for a homl'! 

Mr. PETERSON : £80 is better than £40. 
,nd tlw amount over £80 V\ as increased to 
l5s. in the £1. That shows that so far 
''-' that is concerned tiie workers in the 
countrv receive as liberal conditions as 
the w,;rkers in the cities. Under a Liberal 
Government the farm~rs ·did not recf'ive 
the same benefits as the workers in the 
cities did under the Workers' Dwellings 
Act. 'Cnder a Labour Government to-dav 
the farmers in the countrv receive the sam"e 
tenm as the city people. · The hon. member 
for Bnrnett and the re•>t of his friends oppo
~ite voted against the increase being granted 
to the farmers. At least the hon. member 
for Burnett stood to his guns on that, but 
he was not strong enough to get the mem· 
hers of his party to support him on that. 

Mr. CORSER : They are free to do as they 
lik<o. 

2\Jr. PETERSON: Be that as it may. I 
contend that it is the function of the •Govern
ment to assist the man in the city to get 
out of the slum areas and bring about a. 
hcalthful 5tate of affairs, a.nd the Govern
ment are adopting the right policy. It will 
not b0 long before we will be able to extend 
the principle, not only in the cities of 
Que0nsland, but in every small town and 
village in Queensland. But we have to make 

start. Our Agricultural Bank Act contains 
specific provisions to enable a settler to 
i>btain his home under most advantag·eous 
l;mms. No hon. member can take exception 
to the most liberal terms which have been 
offered under this Bill, and I hope hon. 
members will give us an opportunity of 

getting tlw Bill through Parliament. Good· 
Il!'ss knows there ;, such a dearth of 
buildings in Brisbane and other towns that 
it is high time some provision was made in 
eoun('ction with our honsing problem. This 
is the sort of Bill whieh we should not waste 
any timP in discussing. I only stood up to 
comnHmd the Government for introducing
the measqr<?. It is one of the finest Bills 
that has ever been introduced. 

Mr. MoRG.\X: \Vhy stonewall a good Bill? 
::Yir. PETERSOX: Becaus0 I cannot allow 

hon. members opposite to condemn the 
Government on their attitude towards the 
farnwrs. (Hear. hear.) If this Bill is passed 
through both Houses it will hav0 a great 
cl<•al to do with bringing about th(' success 
of the Labour party at the forthcoming 
gf'neral elef'tion. 

GO\'ER:\}IF.NT ::YIE:\IBERS: Hear, ]l('ar! 

Mr. FRY: I welcome this Bill, and intend 
to support it. The demand for houses in 
Brisbane cannot bo denied. The house 
shortage at present is appalling. There are 
people eoming to Brisbane and the cities 
generally, and they are unable to obtain 
housPs. The houses that become vacant are 

Yery few, and people offer big 
[7.30 p.m.] prices for them. The Common· 

wealth Government evidently 
· l"Ccognisc<d ihis whPn they introduced the 
echeme for the soldi0rs' homes. . The differ· 
cnce betwcen the two schemes is that one 
is to bt• lcasphold and the other freehold. 
\Yith these two schemes in operation there 
is going to be a great demand for land 
surrounding the cities. I hope tlw competi
tion between the Commonwealth and Stat<• 
GoYernments will not have the pffect of 
increasing the price of land. If there is 
going to be any clashing at all I hope some 
arrangem<'nts can be come to by which the 
claims of the soldiers will be considered. 
I am supporting this Bill because I think 
it is a step in the right -direction. I have 
suggested its introduction several times. with 
of course a little differ{'nce, in the case of 
ownership, IDl' instance. I consider that the 
worker, after a stated period, should have 
the opportunity of becoming the owner of 
the freehold. but our differing on that point 
nhoukl not interfere with the passing of the 
Bill. I reeognise that in time to come the 
Jlt'Ople themseh·es will decide, by referendum 
or otherwise, whether the property which 
they hold as leasehold is to continue as such, 
or be converted into freehold. This same 
question, by the way, came up in connection 
with soldier settlements. Some of the soldiers 
said to me that they would sooner have 
freehold. I said, " Look here bovs, take it 
as leasehold, then later on 'ou ":ill hl' able 
to ,decide, by referendum · of the people, 
whether it is to become freehold.'' 

A GOVEK'DIENT MEMBER: \Vhen is that 
referendum coming? 

:Mr. FRY: 1 do not know when it is to 
be. I think that is rather foreign to the 
question we ar<: discussing at th0 pre"ent 
time. The question of the referendum will 
be decided at the right time by the people 
in the right way. 

Regarding the Bill, I do not know of any 
gentleman in this Chamber, to whom I have 
had anything to say about the Bill, who 
objects •to it. They object to the question, 
mainly, of ownership. So far as city land 
is concerned, I would like to refer to my own 
electorat<: of Kurilpa-just across the river. 

Mr. Fry.] 
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l do not think. the:·e is an aYailablc piec<' of 
land there whlC"h IS not built upon, and in 
many cases the area, in my opinion. is too 
small for. the 0;reetion of a eot,tag,< In a 
country. hke this the bmlding of " hmm~
or I might say a cottage-because I do not 
regard them as homes-on a 16-pcreh allot
men~, is limiting to a great extent the ex
pansion and happiness of the home. because 
the enjoyment which should accrue ~vhere 
a house is built on a piece of land which 
~as a.mple space for recreation and gard<'n
mg, IS restrict<;d; and, after all, if we en
courage. our people in gardening, """ will do 
away With a grPat dC'al of the baser elements 
and the base~ thoughts. A man who goes 
m f'!r gardenmg ~xtensiYely is not. likPiy to 
6?t mto trouble by breaking our lawB. 

To my mind, thE' greatest obstacle in the 
way of D;Cquiring a hom'e is the securing of 
a deposit, and, in connection with the 
workers' dwelling, the securing of the piec<' 
of land. In my own cas<', the gnatest 
(Jbstaclc to my owning a hom<' was that 1 
!vas. unable, out of my earnings, to kcPp a 
tam1ly a1_1d save snffiC'iPnt n1oney to pay 
the deposi_t. EY<mtually howen•r, I H'cnrP<l 
the. deposit, and then got my home fairly 
uasi!y. I therefore have svmpathv with thi" 
Bill, because I know there an; thousand~ 
throughout the State who an• placed in a 
,imilar position. 

S.;eing that these homes arc standan.li6ed 
they should be rigidly inspected. It is mucl~ 
cheaper per house to build a number of home' 
t!">an t'? build. singly, and, provided th~ 
timb~r IS well ;n<'pected at the s>nvmills, and 
the mter<>st or the purchaser is protecwd 
on t~e ]Ob, these houses should be put up at 
a fairly reasonable price. The onlv tlraw
h:tt;k I can see is as regards propc;· !>uper
nswn. I ha Ye seen hous.:;s put up here-not 
><o very long ago, when the demand under 
the "\York~rs' Dwellings Act was great-that 
were a disgrace to the workmen who put 
them up. 'I'hey just slumm<;d and knockctl 
them up as quickly as possible. I snggest. 
therefore, that proper supen·i;;ion ohould 
take place on the job, to sN' that thP pur
chaser secures good workmanship as wc>ll as 
p;ood materiaL · 

1fr. S:.uiTH: That was under the contract 
system. 

:Yir. FRY: The hon. mPmb('r sa vs it was 
under the contract system. Might f tell him 
I am referring to workers' dwellings. How
evf)r, I say we must look to the futurE', and 
I am speaking now for the protection of those 
people who are going to acquire these home5. 
Let the past be an example to us; let u,; 
'e'l that the work will be efficient in the 
future which we have found to be inefficient 
in the past in these buildings. 'rhese houses 
are not going to be the boon that hon. 
members may think, unless th~ traYelling to 
and from the city is made more reasonable. 
The reason why house property within a 
penny section of the city is so expensive, is 
becaus<: th<c cost of travelling make~ it h<'avy 
for a familY. If a workman resides at a 
place which' costs him 3d. or 4d. to reach 
the city, and he has a number of children, 
tra veiling becomes very expensive; and. 
when that is added to the cost of th<) home, 
hi,; house does not become as cheap as it 
appears on th~ surface. It is therefoi'C neces
sary to see that thes<) houses are built as 
economically as possible, and there is no 
doubt that the bulk of these houses will be 

[Mr. Fry. 

built out"idc of the eitv area, bL'cau"'' the 
land is not available in" th<; city area, and 
travE•llinp: ·will be a. con-sidf'ratiou in Jnn::-t. 

:\Jr. BERTRA.\I : \Yhy don't you takt• ovE>r 
rlw tram;; and 1·edm·c the farE's? 

:\Ir. FRY: So fa1· as the area of land is 
•·<mcerncd. I think it should be as large as 
possible-in any cmm not l<ess than 32 pPrches. 

:\Ir. PAY:-;E: :\lake it 40 perch<'s. 

:\lr. FRY: 'l'lw hon. m0mbt'r for :\IitcheH 
HJ;·s 40 pPrchc.'. l say that is not too 
mndt if thP land can be procured. because 
it would allow of a free indulgpm•e in home 
Jiff'. ThPr<' would tlwn bu sufficient room for 
gardt•ning •md for the children to play. It 
is u disgraee that mmP of the plac<:'s in 
Brisbaw· arP built upon such a small area, 
of ground. bnt we cannot help that at the 
pr<'"'nt tin:<'. I trust that sooner or later 
this evil will be removud. Let us deal with 
tlw mattPr in this Bill from a humanitarian 
standpoint. "\Ylwn these houses arc going up 
there ,,-ill probably be a certain amount of 
nwhw haste. which will l'anse nPgh'd: and 
whPn tlw competition takes placE' bNwceu 
tlw ,.o]diPJ< honws and th~ workers' homes, 
it will 1;,. a question, not of providing homes 
for th<' peoph', but of tho Commonweatlh 
and thP 8tate playing t!JC' ganw of politi~s. 
That is 1vhat I fear. If we cannot rise 
•tbon' party polities-aboYe the question of 
the QuPPnsland Governn1ent versus the 
Commonw<'alth CiovPrnment-it will be a poor 
lookout for thPse homes. Let us not make it 
u question of party politics. You ('all onl:Y 
.-onw to ouP conclusion from the speeches 
which han' bPen made-that all parties aro 
nnit<•d iu trying to bring about tbP welfare of 
tlw pt>oplt> in this direction. 

The qm•stion of thC' inflating of land valw's 
has hePn referred to. and I might say that 
thP inflation of land Yalues is du<:' to the 
k<·c•n <lemand. "\\~ e had ample evid<:'nce of 
that wlwn Hw Uovernment threw open Crown 
lands at, Coolangatta, ::V1aroochy, and other 
plat"<'S. It put on an upset price and then 
snbmittt·d the land to public auction. and 
tlw pri<·P went up because the competition 
at tiH' auction sales was Yery keen. If the 
(;oyerntnr-nt are :-;inc-erc in rarryjng out the 
principle which tiH'y arc establishi~Ig to-day. 
thPy should say that the upset pnce of the 
lantl i,; tlw maximum' value; instead of that, 
it was fix<:'d bdorc as the minimum value, 
on which th<' publie connwted and the highEc'st 
biddPr gor the land. 

In <"<mdusion, I might refer to the resolu
tion of thP Buranda "\Vorkers' Political 
Org•wi,ation, whieh has been quoted by the 
hon. rnembPr for Murilla. They losE' sight of 
tlw fll<"t· that. whilst they advocate that the 
Uovcrnment ,honld build these houses and 
let them to th<' woek<'l', the Government to 
be the landlord, thE' Governm<:'nt does not 
want to hl' saddled with the responsibility 
of making repairs to the properties. If the 
Uon•rnment built the houses and let them. 
as the resolution asks. the GoYernm'<:'nt would 
be obligC'd to make repairs, and then a 
peculiar situation would arisE'. If any of the 
)ll'ople thl'r<' did not agree with the 'GoYern
mcnt the (;oYernment candidate in that 
Plectorate would lose his seat. 

:Mr. PAY::-.iE (Jlitchcll): I have listened 
attentively to the speeches of Opposition 
members in this debate. I think that if 
members of the Opposition are in earnest in 
their desire to provide homes for the workers 
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<thPy will support the Bill. It contains two 
important principle~. It provides homes for 
the landl(''S men, and gives prlilference to the 
men with the largt'st families, and those two 
principlP~ alonP, if the Opposition are in 
•Parnc>st. will enable them to support the 
measurP. The hon. membPr for Bulimba 
dealt. for a considerable time with the lease
hold s~·stPm. One would think, listening 
to tlw arguments of the Opposition on lease· 
hold versus freehold, that a house built OD 
fr<>ehold land would give more comfort than 
a house built on leasehold land. \Vhat differ
"'"''' do"' that make, as far as the comfort 
"f a homP i,- eoneer11Pd? ThP hon. member 
-:laid that the perpehml l<'asc sceurity wa;o 
not 'otmd, and that it would not satisf~- tht· 
JWOplt• who wished to makC' homPs of their 
own. Tlw largest industry in Quepnsland-
th.- pastoral industry-whil'h eontrihutes 60 
})('r {'Pilt. of thE' t'OllSO}idat~·tJ l'CVPDUP. ;S 
1milt up on !Fasl'lwlds. 

:\lr. :.\IOHG.\X : ~hort l(•aH''· 

:\I r. l' A ¥:\E : Y Ps, on short !Pase,;. T!h' 
longpst kase that you can gPt to-day is 
i·Wl'Hty-t>ight years. I do not ~uppofl(' the1.~l' 
is a holding in any of tlw wt·stt'rn PlC'etm·
a1tf':', thf' h•ast> of whi-ch i:-' for nHHP th~u1 
thin:· ypar'. I havp hPard a good dPal 
aLout indn;.;tril!~ and bnf'inc•ss ('Oil('PTllf: not 
}wing a .,l_H'c·p::.-;s bN·an~P thP land "\Ht~ h -·1d 
1HH1Pr lnar.P : but I eanuot BPf' \vhar {liffer
"'nep lPasPhold makPf' to a man "ho is build
ing a honH~ for his wifp aud ehildrt'IL It 
Jnakt> no diffen:·nce a~ far a.s tht• l'onlfort of 
.thP honH' is t'OIH'<'rnPd what ~lw t<'nnr<' i«. 
After all. Jll'l'pctual kasp is a mueh safpr 
"!tlllun· to a nutn building a hoinP than a free
hold. ::;,,ml' peopk will contPnd that. from 
;:{. coulnlPr<'ial point of view. leasphold is not 
a,; ;-aluahle as frcPlwld. but I think that 
idea is hPi'llming more Pxplodp.d evPry day. 
Only a ,,hort tirrw ago a holding in my elec
toratP was sol<l foi' £16,000. HoniP yParf' 
-previous!~- it was sold for £10,000, with 
.,;ixtet>u ypars to run, but after a furthPr six 
yCU£'8 of tJw lPasc> had Pxpired it was sold 
for £16.000. 

}Ir. Yowu:~: 'Yhat about improvements? 

i\Ir. _!'A YXE: Then• were no m or<' 
inlpruvt:'IllP.nt"' on it at the last sale than 
at thP first. I admit that the vahw of stock 
and wool had becomP grPatPr. A p<'qwtual 
lt'a~t' nlPans a uevPr ending lease, and the 
only qupstion is as to whetlwr it is of mor0 
or <'tjual vahH' to frl'ehold. At th0 prespnt 
iimP, frt'Pholcl may he more faseinating to 
a man than what leasehold is: but. I am 
>ati,,fic-d that, bPfore long, the leasehold 
sysr<_•m will bP just a.s popular as the frc,.>
hold SV::OtPill is no·w. rf}wre is another re{UO .. l 

why th" Opposition should support this Dill. 
Dr. Lilian Cooper made a statement not 
very long ago that tlw death rate of Brisbane 
a.nd 1lw nwtropolitan arPa was greatPr than 
oornt• parrs of London. That is an alarming 
thing to nw. I am not fl.urprised at somf' 
peq,Jt• t'alling this a dirtv eitv. I am not 
;uq,ris.·d at some veople ·not ·caring about 
living j n ~OlllC' of the suburbs. Go round 
som" of thP dwelling-placps in the Valley. 
'l'h<'l'<' is nothing in Svdnt>y worse, and it is 
tim" t!IP (;overnment took some steps to give 
the 1 iPoplc• clean, health~· homes to Ih·e in. 

:\Ir. }L-\.C.\HTXEY: 'Yhat about the Hcalih 
J)t•THlrtnlent? 

:\!r. PA ¥:'\E: I snppo"• the Il<•alth Dc·
part nwm a1·e doing their duty a" well under 
thi, (~oH•rmnent as thev di{l under tlw 
(;, V~'l'llltwnt of whieh tl1e leader of the 

Opposition was a meutbcr. I suppose the 
Health Department are like everybody else
thPy have a good deal to eont<'nd with. If 
they find honwe closely erowded togPther and 
mort' people living in a house than should 
live in it. \Vh<'n the whole mattPr is inve>'
tigat<•d they may find that thow people can
not possibly get a hettPr home to live in. and 
the matter is allowed to go on. 'rhat is my 
opinion. I havt• hPard a good <.lcal said to
night about thP day-labour system. The 
late }lini,;t.er for Railways-Mr. Paget
plac.f1d an Plahoratt' f'tatPlllt1!lt before this 
!Ion"<'. <'OllllJaring day labour with the eon
traet ~.,~stPru a~ far as conc0rns the building 
of our raihvay~ and it was proYetl beyond 
anv doubt tllat' the- dav-lahour svstem. di·d 
"hi•aper and vPry muc;h hettt•r "work. l 
horH':-:tlv think that YOH ean do ltPttPr work 
\\ itb t};~> day-labonr. :-:.yHf'Ill. JH.O}H?r]y :-!UpPr
vi~-(·d. than U1HlPr thP eontract s~~stenL Thcrp 
i~ a tPndPIH'Y alwavs with contractors~ if 
tht>....- takt' a t··ourraet' at a bedroek price .. to 
:·du;H lllattPr:-O in ord0r to 1nakP it pay. I 
think rh,• UoYermtwnt "-ill bt• Y<'rv foolish 
ind<'t•d-if tlH·I· ~tart to build these· homes
if thP, . .do 11~t lmild them under the day
la botH: "'Y.:5t('lll. I have heard so1neone . say 
rlout tht• n,nt i, too gr{•at. I haye gone mto 
rhi' Bill hdorr•. and I would likP to ~"" 
t lH'.lll gPt it at u chPapPr ratP; hut if yon 
tak<' PYPrything into eor.l:-;idt>_rat_ioll, t!1P 
paintiug- of thP plae<~. ki..'Plnng It In ~.cpau. 
and thP in.-;uraneP i~ all calcnlatC~d Ill the 
rPnl. Taking all thtm• thing~ into a~eount. 
it i> not. aftpr all, a ,-,.ry big rPnt if tht'y 
rrpt a ('lPUll }walthY holllP tO liYP in. 
~ Therp i" . anothf'i: principk in this Bill of 
whid1 hon. membPrs will approvt> if tlH'y 
art' honest in :;tating thPir desire that wo~k
ni<•n f.honld get clt'an, healthy homes to live 
j n. For the sake of argtnnPnt, say a n1?-n 
who has a houw under thi~ Bill has a ·wife 
and thrP<· or four childrt'n, and dies three 
u,ont hs afln h<' took on t hP honH'. 'I'lw 
honlf' innnediah•ly ht•f'olnPs the propert~: of 
hi,- wif.P. To mP that is a wonderful thmg. 
I do 110t mPall to say that thC' Government 
1vill bring all the delicate cases along and 
lmil,] hou:<Ps for them, but very healthy men 
sornNinw>< die o;nddPnly. Or thc~y :nay have 
an Hl'('id{•nt; and, in any C'aSf:>, 1t 1s a great 
boon for the wife to get thP honH'. I hope 
tht• Opnosition \vill show their carnestnesE, 
bY ~Ul>J;orting tlw Bill. It is all nonsens? to 
,.;,mpin·e thio with the 'Yorken<' Dv.:elhngs 
~\.et, bccauRP that Act .cJo<es not pronde for 
lmi!ding- honw>' for peoph• unless they. OW}• 
tlw laml. A big fpature about tins Bill " 
that it makPs provisio11 for the ~andless man, 
for tlw man with a large fannly, and pro
Yid<':-; an in'-'uraucf' if lw die~ soon ~fter h<' 
<'nt<•rs into tltP contnl't, nmlPt'. whi.ch tlw 
home hecomPs thP property of Ins \Of<' and 
children. 

:.\Ir. ELI'Hl:'\STO::-.:E ((IJ'Ir !I): It is a pi~~· 
that in a Bill of this nature tlw :Mimst<'r m 
eharg<' io not prPs<:nt to Iist'.'n t.o the suggPs
tion;o; of t hP Oppofntlon for lt$ nn1 n·oven1ent. 
I wonJ,d likP to say that this Bill is a g~:JOd 
onP. and th{• hon. nwmbPr who has JUSt 
n?~umt>tl hi~ ~Pat neul not be at all r-xerci~e-d 
in l'{'n·anl 1.-o \vhat thP Ovp(y..;ition arP going 
to d(;. Th(·y appreciah• a good thing "~hen 
thPv :-.f'-t' it. just aR tlw:y eond('1:nn a _ba_d 
mPasun• wlwn they Sf:e it. 'Vc believe th~s. is 
a HlPa~un• whieh has 1uany PxcellPnt quahhe~ 
in it. Lut tl!C'rt' are points in it which dese:ve 
{'l'itiei,m. and it i,- the dut.1· of the OppositiOn 
to critici'"'P :-.o that the hest -RCht>nlf..1 tnay bo 
l·\·ol ,-Pd. \YP hav0 n.-..,C'Pntly hatl introdncNl 

Mr. Elphinstone. ~ 
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into thi> Hem'<• tlw l'npmployPel \York<>r,; 
Bill. The• :\Iinistpr who is to be thP chair· 
1nan (Jf tlh' Council tvhiC'h is going- to \York 
that nwa~urP i:-: takiug npun hinu.;plf extra 
1Jntit'' h~Y ac<'t\pting thP ad1nini~tration of 
this Jnea:;;urP. In 1ny jndp:InPnt, that i~ a 
1nistake. lie cannot po~::;iblv giYe the atti'll
tion \\ hich fnwh an undertaking dcn1and~. a.ud 
I 'uggc•st that that particular featur0 in tlw 
BiH lH· allll'lHled l,~· haYing· a board in 
<'hargp of th<·:O:l' hunH·~ ju~t a:-: th0y haY{' in 
Xew ~outh \Yalt•s. >O that the >Yhok of the 
}H>W<•r:-- which arp at pn•seut allocatPd to thP 
:J.fini~t<'r ean Iw PXPrci~'ed ln~ that hoard, and 
qnl'~tjon~ can hP deeidc'd on' their nh'rit:_;.:, and 
tllC' administration will lw absolutelY abon• 
any }Hu-t;v :-:;ugg.:':-otion~. _,.\ good ,tfeal has 
lH'('Il ~aid dnring thi~ d0batc 011 the qnP~tion 
of ]Jl'l')ll'tnal lP''"' as against frf'Phold. ()f 
<'OUl''"·l', that j~ a qnP:.--ition on both 'Side~ of 
\Yhi('h argunH'nt of C'Ol1~id0rublc lHPrit ean b{' 
a<lYance·cl. ThPl'<' i, a goo.cJ dPal to bP oaid 
in fayour of }Wrpf'tual fpa:-;p whPn thP ohjec·t 
j~ to proy}<_}p chPap hon1e:-; for tlv• \Yorkt.•r. 
fo1· thPrP is no gain:o;aying tlw fa<'t that a 
}H·rp('tnal lf)a:-;e \Ylll t(•nd to econo1nist' in th(~ 
InattPr of rt'Htal paynH·ntR compar0d with 
what it >nmld !Jp if fn•Phold WPrc• the 
JH'acticP. :J{v y}p,, about thi:-; qtw~tion i:-; 
that thP ll<'l'Nlll ,honlcl haY<' an option of 
~aying nnd{'r 'Yhi('h teinu·t)-frePhold or per~ 
['Ptnal lPast•-lw wi'h"' to hold hi,- propPrty. 
1 t 1~ a llH.ttt·Pl' }Hll'Pl_v of thP <'il'C'Ulll:4alH'l)~ of 
th<~ particular indiYidna1. 

ThP hon. membPr for Drayton has toudwd 
upon ".Yery important point in this mea
><UJ'P, and that i,.; that the rate of intereBt 
which i, going to he C"hargecl on tiH' capital· 
~~atiou in eonneetion with thf'·"e (hvelling-s 
1~ 5 pPr <'C'Ilt.: 'vh<•reas ln .a n1easnrC" 'vhif'h 
1va,.;; introdncP<l into this lion~(' last Thurs
day tlv~ farnlPl' whon1 it is propos<'d to a:-;~i~t 
<·o-op<•ratively to <•ngagP in industrie~ is gojng 
to h0 <'harg<'J 6 jl<'r <'emt. I e•annot for the 
lif0 of me• see wby the town residPnt. ~houlel 
hP be'nPtitPd in tlw rat0 of inte•rp,;t, Sur<' \y 
we must admit-and if tlw hon. lll<'mhPI:S 
oppositco are ~incpre theY will aclmit-th~tt tlw 
who}p of the fll'Ot'<lJPCts of Qnel'nsJand depend 
npon our prin1ary production. That i~ n1v 
firn1 f'onvietion. Yet. Lv a rnPasure in troUnced 
into this House last ,"V,ek the p;·imary )H'o· 
duct'r is to be charged 1 Jll'r cent. m,;rc fol' 
any advanc<' the UovernnlPnt may 1uake to 
hin1 as against thf' town dwl'lll~l'. · I eannot 
SP<~ why that ~honlcl b~) ~o. Stn·Plv. if auv 
prdl•rpne·p at all ,;!Joule! be gin·n. 'it shoul~l 
lH' giYt•n to tlw prinHu·y pro<lu<'Pi', upon 
whom t!IC' town ehYellcor cll')H'lHk 1£ hoti. 
nH•mhPrs oppn:-;it<' Hl'{' con\·in<•Pd of the 
l'l).a:-:onablenP~~ of tlH) arguntPnt, I hop0 tlH·~~ 
lnll ,.._upport n~ whpu WP ntov<• au atllPIHluwnt 
--as \YP :-;hall do-in ( jounnittr•e 7o l'<'thl<'(' 
tlu• ratP of intt'l'PRt to tht> farnH'l' fro1n 
6 pPr e•pnt. to 5 p<'r t'Pnt. That is an 
anomaly whie·h mu>t be renwcliPd, if onlv 
for thf' sinrcr(' <h)~ir~ of all of n:-; to btt fai"r 
t.-> tlw uwn on th~~ land and encouragP hin1. 
Lietl'ning to tlw ;--(p<•rf'tarv fm· Pnblie \Vorks 
this aftprnoon, I noticP(l 'that 1w r<•fl'l'l'<'d in 
partieniar to tlH• gronp s~ :-;h~nt' of erPcting 
thPsC' hon"'"· If. by. that he. nwans adopt· 
1ng plan~ or JH'JHCilHtls \vluch hav(· LL)en 
ndoptPcl in eonuection with Dae·pyyiJle. in 
SydnP,Y. it i,- an C'XC<'llPnt uxmuple' to follow. 
Tho>c• who haYc :'Pen that suburb at DacPv· 
Yille n1nst admit that it i~ as nl·ar ~n 
UJ:proach to the id~al a~ lV(' can ('Oll('L1iYC. 

::\Ir. PETER~Ox: IlaYP Yon H;<'n HaLc'rfiPld. 
1n 8ydnC'v? ~ 

[Mr. Elphinstone. 

:\Ir. ELPHIXSTOXE: Yes, I haw. H 
giYe.~ the work01· an opportunity to enjoy 
Jift• undf'r reasonable conditions. Ir gives 
him thos<' facilities and comforts which I 
think f'I'Pry workP,r is (•ntitled to. I am hope
ful that tlw interests of the town ar<' not 
going to he so considered as to detrimentally 
affect the country di5tricts. I sineen'ly hopo 

tlmt the discouragem<:nt which 
[8 Jl.m.] has Lecn displayed in the direc-

tion I have already indicated will 
not be• display<>d by giving the town all the 
attpntion to the detriment of the eountry, 
hr·<'an::-.e thot"C \Yho travel around the eountrv 
m~1st admit that ther0 m·e familit•s in the 
( (\untry Jiving under conditions ''"hich ar~ 
quitl' as hac! as ~tny conditions under which 
]WO)> lP of the cities ha YP to liYe. The coun
try <listricts should be giY~n full considcrn· 
tlon in this InattPr, ~o that they Ina~- havf~ 
ancl l'njoy whatever hPm'fits this Bill will 
('on fer. 

I wi,h now to lll•al for a fpw minute' with 
tlw qtw~,tion of insurance. The hon. nwmber 
>Yho has just rt;sumed his seat suggestt•d that 
thi~ Bill will confer €ome special hcnt•flts 
ou tlw- \York er. 

::\11'. l'AYXE: The wife of the workc·r .. 

:\Ir. ELPIIIXSTOXE: ::-;-o, the' mhr. 
The· workPr will gPt exact!;\' tlw Rame 
lJenPfit> from the State Insurance Depart
nwnt. or frorn any intlurance ('Ulnpany 
outside of the Bill, as he will get under 
this Bill. The worh•r who appliec; for: 
thC' priYiiPgC'""which will l1e e•onfl'rrcd l1y the 
pmvisiom of this Bill will haye to pay his 
in:o:.nra1H'P prPtnitun Pxaetly the sanlP a:-- if lle 
had takPn out a policy in any othPr in .... urance 
offieP. TlH•rpforf'. the Govpr·nnlE'llt art• not 
~.dYing any udvantagP to thl' workPl' in that 
l'l'ftarJ. But th{_lrP is a great di:-o~Hh-antage 
under this Bill, and that iR that tlw worker 
\\'ill hP <"ompPlkd to insure with tltP Statt• 
In,;urancP J)ppartnwnt. That is a method of 
(·mnpulsion \vhich i:-~ O}H'll to very g-r<•at. ohj.ee
tion. \\'hy ,]wuld uot tlw work0r bP fn••' to 
takP out l;i:-o 11oli<'.Y with any insnrancP com
pany hl' lik('"' '? Tlwre fire tlll'('C' ::;~':--tt'IH:-> uf 
instirall('P which an). rpf'ognised hy ~'V<•ry 
in::-urant'' <·on1pany. CJne is stylP(l tPrrn jn
:--nratwe. which giv0s cover if the• in,•ured 
die·s within a giYen period. Another is the 
t'lH1ownH'llt ~vsten1 of insurance, nrHlPr \\' hich 
thP poliC"y-holc!Pr pa>-" a high<'l' rat.o of 
Jll'Ptuiunl, aud which rnatures_ at a. <'Prtarn 
agC". or at pn•Yion~ ·death; and the• third 
i' tla• ordinarY lift.l in~ur.ancE', undPr which 
a Jloli<'y matnl·ps at u Inan's death. Tl1o~e 
~v:->tPJn:-;. ha,·e hPPll in for('(' in Qn('t.ln~land 
a~nll i11 . .\u~traliu for the last flfn- Y('arf. 

Thf'rP m·p in:;:.nr.ance {'Olnpanie~ out~~i<il' the
RtatP I11~nrance l)epartlnent whi(•h l!,'iYr' just. 
.fiS !!;<>od t<'l'Jlt:-. a;;; ar0 g·iven b:v tlw Stat~ 
IIJ~lll'an<·(: J)ppartlll<'llt, and even hett<·r tt>nns 
in :O:Oill(' C'H~(·~. Ifow ('Ull thP Stab• rn"urance 
J)(•;)artnwnt po~';-ihly p:h·0 us largP prolit:; as 
a ('OilllHUl~· IikP th<' Australian }lutual Provi
U.Pnt f;oeit>h-. \Yhich has bePn in Pxi~H'll('l· fnr 
:3ixty \'Pars.' oe lllOl'P, and vdli('h ha" rHb}th' 
whic·h · arc• th<' !Jpst in the 'iYorld ·: It is 
in1po~sihiP for an infant insurance t'lltl'rlJri~e 
like the Statt) lnHurance l)epartrneut to givtk 
rh(l- ::-auu-.. hPnPfits a~ -are g·iv-en L:v a <'ulnpany 
with world-widP ramifications lik0 thP Aus
tr:tlian ::\lutnal l'ro,-ielPnt Society: .\,- the 
hon. tHPinbt'l~ who has just re"'-'Ull1~PJ hiF- f-Pat 
has said, there are districts in Quepm,ln!Hl in 
whid1 tlH' de•nth rat<' is higher than it is "'"n 
in London. If that iR "'' then it >how,.. that. 
the QnPPnslnnd llWm'ance J)ppartm<·nt i,o r.ot 
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exNcismg its activities in districts whore the• 
death rate> is the most favourable. It is said 
that the death rate in Brisbam• is getting 
higher than the death rate in London. If that 
is so, then it is obvious that an insurance de
partmc•nt 'vhich confines its risks to Queens
land is going to be at a disadvantage as com
pared with companies who have their risks 
throughnut the world. I do not think it-should 
be mandatory on the person who intends to 
bPnefit under the provisions of this Bill to 
take out a policy in the State Insurance• 
Department. He should be giwu the option 
of taking out his policy in what0ver ineur
ance company he wishee. 'Tlwrc is another 
point which is worthv of consideration. \VP 
know quite; well that a n1an haR to pas-; a~ 
a first-dass life before he is accc>ptecl for 
insur'{tnec, and I presun1o thiR condition 
applies to the State Insurance Departnwnt 
thE:" :.,u1nc a:-3 to .all othc:r insurance con1pa11iPf:. 
\T ery often one co1npany refuse~ to accPpt a 
risk when other compani<•s will acc·ept that 
risk. ..\.f-:~mn1ing· then, for the ~ake of arg-u
ment, that the State Insural:('P Deptntnwnt 
arc advised bv their medical officpr that a 
partietdar man is not a fit lifp to be accepted. 
he will be debarred undE'r this Bill from g·et
ting the benpfits of insuranG<'. wherca,; if he 
is allowed a sph•ction of insurance company 
he may obtain the qualification of insurance 
from onP company when rdused by 
another. I hope that when this measure 
comes to be considered in detail the :\Iinis
ter, ·will consider the adYantage and wisdom 
of placing the Bill undPr thE' control and 
administration of a board rather than undPr 
his own control, becausP he ha~ quite enough 
to do now without taking upon himself the 
responsibility of administering this measure. 
If he cannot be in thE' House at the' time 
that a Bill like this is being discussed, it is 
obvious that lw must haYe too much to do. 

\Vith rpgard to the class of houses to be 
huilt, I hope tlu:t we shall ckpart from the 
antiquated system of erE'<·ting wood struc·
turc•s. \Vood is g<'lting excc•c>dingly dPar in 
Quel1llsland, and it is goiug to hN'Olll(' dc·a~Pr 
still as tinw gm•s on. V'>hik it i,; thP poli<·~· 
of the StatP to increase its royalti<•,c on 
tin1lwr, as it is doing at thP pn'."if'Iit n1onwnt, 
it is ob,-ions that timber in the State of 
Que~?nsland i.-; going to hPcmlH' n1orc {)xpen
siYP than it is now. and I sinc·c•rPly hope that 
when thP c·lass of house and tlw ty]H' of strnc
tnrP cotnfl up for con:-;ideration, brick and 
cempnt will h" tlw t;vpe of strnetnr<' adopt NI. 
'Tim!Jer has ~,·rve·<l its purpose and its day. 
\VP nre pa".sing f~on1 th0 dayR "·hpn ti1nhf·r 
was pra<·tica]Jy the cllllv nHttPriul availal>l<' 
for b-uilding l'nupose-.5, ~nd we- should PrPc·t 
our honf'<'S of rPinent or brirk-- --C<'lliellt for 
prC'fc·rPnc·P. CPnwnt i~ a furnl of structurP 
that is lwing u,cpd throup;hout the "·nrl<L and 
it can hr- n:sPd in Ruch a way as to 1nakf' a 
house rPasonalJl:v cooL Ilou.' nimnhcrs oppo
site may know that there is a certain typ(• of 
renwnt ~tructnrP \vhich "~in lH'rmit of H 
pa.s·~ag-C' of air lH_lt-ween the ont{•r and innC'r 
walls of a how'<', 'o that th<> t<>mpcratur<' "f 
the hou::o-<' nlav hP 1naintuined at a rpa~onald(• 
height. In ·wiut{'l' you can u1odcrate tlw
tc•nlperaturP so a~ to prodneP rPa:-<onuble 
"\Vannth, and in ~un1B1Pr tinH:' you ('an red.uc·f• 
the temperatun• "'' that it will be reasonablv 
cool. If on<• Yisits the two suburbs of Snlne~
which have been mentioned in this debate;. 
one will S<'e that the houses ereeted there are 
cxcelh•nt 0xamples whiC'h might rea,;onably 
i:>e followed in Queensland. , 

Xotw of the prcYion" sp0akers have touchP<l 
upon thu Jinaudal ::;idP of this que~tion, a.tHl 
I pnrpo~C'- deyoting a fP\V rnh1utes to that 
pani"ul.a.1~ phase. I pr-PSUlll(' that ''"P 1nay 
tak<' it that no how''' under this Bill ean be• 
<'tC<'tt•d for rr le•" cost than about £500. If 
I rPm<'mb<•r correctly, that was thP figur<e 
whiC'h tht' ::..\finistt'r 1nadP uf:e of \Yht'n intro
du('inu- this nw:1sure. 

'Tlw f'ECRET.\RY FOR l'rBLIC 'YORKS: lfml"<'S 
can hL• Pr<·ctP·d at a lL'SS cost than that. 

:\Ir. J•:Ll'IIIXS'TO:\"E: T do not thi11k ,o. 

Tlw SE('REHRY FOil l'rBLIC 'YOHKS: Thvy 
ha.Yt' lH:-en l'l'P<·h•d at 8unnvbank at a less-
,.o,t than that. · 

:\Jr. ELPIII:\"STO:\"E: Sun•ly tht· hem. 
g·pnt1{•nwn i::; not going to utili~P rh~Lt <'la:::s 
of hou"e in our garden suburbs ! I considct" 
that tlwy an• a disgrac<'. I contt•rHl that rL 

p:r•'" r opportunity has been ahwlut<>ly thr<nYn 
H\YUY at Sunn\~bank. Ther0 is a fiuP block 
of l;t.nd ther<' 'which hrrs he<'n pro]Jl•rly laic! 
<nlt aud 1)ropedy surreyed. and tlwn· -..nts a 
g-r<·at opportnnit;\~ thf're of showing \Yhat a. 
Q'ar<l{'ll suburb ~hould lH', but tho"P hou~P:->. 
an• a bortim"'· and I ef'rtainly hop<' that t hnt 
i, not tlw ty]"' that is going to lw t•rp<·ted 
umlPr a Bill of this c!Pscription. That ]'Oint& 
to th<• JlP('{'~:<itv of tlw acbninistration of this 
BilllH·imr placed nndc•r a board of expert me·n, 
"'·' that t lwy can introduce be aut:-· into the· 
,],•,ign,;, l>Pcau~" I comidcr that th<> worker 
i' c•ntith•d to an attractivE' style of house, a& 
thi' "·ill tend to dt•Yelop his finer instincts. 
T N>lltt'!Hl that a hmm• of thP typP whi<'h I 
hopt> i~ g·oing to bP built unclpr thi~ BH·a~urc-~. 
will not l'<H lt•ss tha.n £500. In f•wt. I am 
quitt' <'Prtaiu if ti1nbPr if: going to f'Htl·r at 
a !l into it:--- eonstrn<'tion. it cC'rtainh~ will not. 
aitd if day labour i~ going to bp !lH· :'.Y8iPnl 

t<J be· adopted in building th<>se hon'"'· moet 
""lll"Pdh· th<'Y will not <·ost kss than £500. 
partil'nlarly ;,-hen tlw Hill mah·.- ·'l"'l'ial 
}'roYi:4ion for nwn with larg·p fa1niliP=--. \Yhat 
d{,t·~ that nwan; If a n1an ha~ a largC'-· 
fall!i}Y, vou eannot n'a~onaLlv PXJH'('t hint to 
liY(' i'n ;:~ boa~<· of k~::-; than ~~x roo1u.;. Th0r<'
j .... no ll!Ptllht•r of thi:-; llou~e with a ! :t.rgo 
fandlv-I arn ollC', and the hon. llH'IlllH'r who 
ha~ .ln:--t rpsnmPcl hif' :'-('at is anotht r~-\YO 
C'atl1lot lin~ in <'OJnfort in a hou~P of }p:;:.:-; 

rlwn .;.ix roon1~. anJ how is it po:-:osiblf' to 
~·n•(·t n hon~l' to ncc•onllltodat(' a nwu with a,. 
larg,. familY at a le•" eost than £500 ·: I 
:--.h::;ll l"\{' agr~'l'abJ~~ :-:urpri~Pd if thP hnn"'('~ <:O"t 
uuh~ £51>u or 1-Pss. TlH• person \Yho intPnds. 
tak.ing· adYantagP of thi~ Bill ha~ to JHlY 
£25 tlt•po,it. and he has to pay ll1< <·n,,ts 
in {'(Jllll{'('tion with thP contract for thP ~'l'('C'
tinu of the honlP. Xow. what arP 1Jj .... anuual 
vhar!..!:·t1,,. ·: ln dw fir-.;t plact•, h<1 ha~ to pn,\~ 
£23 '15~. }l<'l' ypar. whiC'h is 5 pPr v<'nt. on 
ritl' nnpa.id halmwl' of tlu .. • hou::-;C'. That i~ 
un nunual c:harg<'. \Yhich, of cour:;.;P. ·will lH:; 
r~·dU('t rl {'HC'h ypar by about £1 a yt•,n· a~ 
tht' lllaJJ l>HVf' off his instalnH•nh:. In thr• 
""t'<:ond pia('{'~ hP ha~ to 11ay insta.lnwnt.:; at 
th•· rat" of £25 per year. 'The third point 
io. tiw,t he has to pa:-· maintenance, upkeep, 
aud ;:u.hnini~tration eharges, which Ct>rtain]y 
will not bt• !Pes than another 5 per epnt. on 
t h'· c·o't of tlw house, totalling anothe·r £25· 
" ~·"a r. Tlwn he has to pay his perpetual 
l<•a,c~• rental, which. at the minimum. will be• 
a bout £3 a year ; · he has to pay hi, insnr
nne<> premium. "·hid, taking a man at the 
a n.'raf!e> agr of thirty-fiye, and bu~iu,f!' the-· 

Jfr. Elphimtunr-.] 
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prPrnium on tlw ordinary ]if~ as,ura.nce 
tabh-s, "ill be about £5 6e. 6d. a year. Then 
hP has to pay his rates and taxes, which can 
hP asse;;sed at the vPry lowest figure at £3 
a year. That mean& that thQ worker has to 
pay an annual charge of abo\lt £85 a year. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: I gave 
you sonH' f-igures wh{_"'ll I was speaking . ...__ 

. Mr. J~LI'HI::'IJSTONE: I'oesibly I wae not 
m thP Hon!>e when thP ::\Iinister gaH' them. 
hut I ... hall be very pleaS<'d to studv them 
when I "''" them in '' Hansard.'' Th(·re eau 
l;e uo question about thP rat0 of intr•TeRt. 
Fiv,, per cont. on tlw unpaid balan<:" of thp 
?Jntra.ct price-that is 5 !Wr ('ent. on £475-
IS £23 15s. 'rhere is no gainsaying that. H!' 
has to pay off the propertY in not more than 
twenty years, which mean:- that he has to 
pay £25 for ni':'eteen years. He has to pay 
upkeep and mamtenance chargPs, which can. 
not bP lP>S than 5 per eent. That is another 
£25. ThL' perpeti1al leaRe rent will be a 
minimum of.£~. There is no gainsaying that. 
Then tlwre IS msuranc<' of £5 6s. 6d .. which 
i_~ a low Pstin1atP, and ratt1 :S and taxes amount
wg to £3, which is anothN· low e,timate. 
That. mab';; approximately £85 a vPar which 
l~H::oan~ . 33~. a. 'veek. \\"h('rf' is" thi; poor. 
~trugghng \Vorkt'r who i~ looking- fur a hon1e 
'\\ho t'an put his hand on £25. 'arH1 \Vho can 
pay 33:--. a W<•d.;:? 

}lr. FOLEY: You an' oypr~h'l'l'ing- thP 
mark. 

:;\fr. ELPHI:'\STO?\E: I am not on•r
Sti'pping the mark. LN hon. rnemb~r> 
>tudy .tll<' figures I have given anJ show me 
IYl.u_".r~·rn I an1 \vrong-. It is quite easy t(J 

<"rihCIRP. but I haY<' taken the trouble to 
study this from the poim of view of finance· 
and. if I a.m wrong. I am quite prepare/! 
to hl' connn<·ed to tlw <:ontrarv. On tlw 
othe~ hand. if bon. n10n1lwrs oj1pn~itr~ an• 
!nak1ng _their caleulation~ on a fabl~ hasi~. 
I take 1t that thev a.r<' ~nflicicntlv broad. 
1ninded to he shown" 1vhE'n•in tlH'Y ai~·P "'rong. 

1\fr. PAYNE: You arp basing vour ar~',.Ulllf'Ilt 
or, a £500 housP. ' ' ~ 

Mr. :ELPHINSTO:'\T•;: vYill thf' hon. 
mc:mlwr tt~ll me wherp lw can purcha-Se or 
bUI}d a. h'?usr; of six room;: on the principll• 
wlneh It IS mtcndcd to bt' followed under 
this Bill. of making t!w . . surrounding->' happy 
and pleasant. ~nd g1nng thf' work<'l' tlw 
eomforts to whiCh he is cntitl<'d. at a le<;s 
<·ost than £500? I~ ho11. members oppositP 
han• any <;>thc1· opmion regarding it then 
tlH'Y an' g01ng to find ont their mistako. aiHl 
at ~onw future .date I shall have thP oppor
tumty of refe~·nng baek to the speech I am 
If!akmg on t.Jus ~natter. I am perfpctly con. 
nnced that It will be found that the annual 
·c.ost of these hon;es to the worker. including 
hfe assurance, w.1ll not be ]~ss than £85 per 
?n.num. My. object in pointing this out is 
tlns: that tins measnr" is introdncl'd to im
J Jron• rlw lot of the poorer man. and thocle 
are the -n~ry n1'PI_I- .that 'Yf' \Vant ·to support. 
e.nd ;vet t_lw prons1ons nnd~r this Bill put it 
lwyond lns grasp. 

:\Ir. BERTRDr: You arP a"suming· that a 
man will han' to IHt~· t hl' full au1onnt. for 
th" whole term. 

:\Ir. ELPHI:\STONE: Xo: I ~aid that 
the £23 15s. intPrl''t 011 tlw 1\r,;t year's 
unpaid balance is rcduct'd hv about £1 a 

; Y<'ar. What is £1 a yPar? That will reducf' 
tlw tor.al amount payahlP to £84 the second 
~·,·ar. Jl83 the third year, and £82 th0 fourth 

[Mr. Elphinstone. 

year. Where is that going to relieve the 
situation? 

Mr. McLACHLA.c'\ : It is on a quart()rly 
balance, and your deduction is made on a 
yearly balance. 

::Yir. ELI'Hil\'STON:E: That does not alter 
the position. The difference in interest, if 
calculated on quarterly balances, is so minute 
as to be hardly worth consideration. I lodge 
this contention hecaus(l I am sure it is 
~ound. The Opposition are anxious to 
approaeh this Bill from a business point of 
vie"·· and I think the Bill is framed with 
rhat objPct in Yicw, because I must admit 
that the :Yiinister has made a busine~ 
measure of it. That I will admit, but he 
has made his calculation on a wrong basis. 
If he is going to put up little pillboxes like 
we have at Sunnybank, which I contend 
onet' mor<' are a disgrace. Certainly, he will 
not be following any town-planning pro
posals, or any proposition for the making of 
garden suburbs, such as he indicated in con
nection with the Bill. If it is his intention to 
Pl'<'cf ><nita bl<' a;1d attractive houses. thev will 
<·<'rtainl:-· cost ,£500. This means that ·those 
figures I havP given are substantially correct. 
and therPforp it !Ill'ans that the worker has 
to find £25, and he has to pay 33s. a week, 
which will hP reduced at the rate of about 
6d. per year. That is to sa.y. tlw st'conrl 
y<'ar it will bt• about 32s. 6d. a week, and 
tht' third year 32s. a week, according to 
th<' rate at which lw pays off his liability. 
Sinc0relv and lwnestlv I stah• that I haY<' 
Pndeayo~u·ed to adYance arguments with the 
objl'ct of .bett0ring this Bill and showing 
hon. membPrs opposite directions in which 
I think theil' arguments arc weak, because 
I would like to see this Bill a success. 
Qm•ensland want' beautif~·ing ; the worker 
wants an opportunity to livP under reason
able eonditiom<, and there is no more sincere 
well·wi~her of thP \Vorker in that regard than 
myself. (HE'ar, hear). 
* \Ir. FORDJ<J (IIocklwm.pton): After listen
ing to tlw diatribes uttered by hon. members 
opposite, I have come to the conclusion that 
they are angling for the workers' votes; that 
tl'ey are, as usual, insincere; that they will 
not com<' out and tell the p<.:ople of Queens· 
land who ar0 their true supporters; that 
they stand for the capitalist, for all the 
interests opposPd to those of the workers. 
(Opposition laughter). It is just as we.Jl that 
the worker should know that. I have suffi
cit•nt coniidence to think that the workers 
ar<' not so easilY mislE'd bv the utterances of 
hon. members on the opposite· side. The hon. 
member for Murilla was outspoken; he said 
lw thought the Bill would do harm. I was 
rather surpris0d to hear the hon. member for 
Oxl0y say that he partly favoured th0 J.ease· 
hold' systc>m. :'\o doubt, h0 is angling for a 
<'Prtain vote. too. But w(' know what the 
hon. membPr is like, what he has showed 
himself to b0 on reernt occasions in this 
C'hambe·r. 

I havl' to congratulate the Treasurer upon 
introducing a mPasure calculated to do so 
mudt gond fo1· the people of Queensland. It 
io< E'vident to <'vervone that there• is a scarcitv 
of homP3, uot m{Jy in Brisbane, but also in 
<'Yery other town throughout the State. It 
is onlv a fl'W davs since· I heard of a 
familv· in Briobane who could not find a 
'uitable hoUS(', and who had to ma.ke applica
tion to the Honw Secretary's Department for 
ten~.< in ordN that they mi1<ht use them 
nnbl th<'y :rot a residence. I know that 
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people have been waiting for months in 
Rockhampton for houses. Reading a work 
by a great English medical man recently, who 
was honorary secretary-general to the 
Seventh International Congress of Hygiene, 
:[ found that he had these remarks to make 
with regard to dw~llings-

" There is probably no more important 
question than that of providing dwellings 
for the working classes. The right solu
tion of this question must have immensE' 

' infhwnce on thP moral welfar(' of the 
peoplP, and itg bearing on many of the 
w-called labour questions i". I believe. 
far greater than is ge1wrally suppo,ed.'' 

I know that this measure will he very 
popular in my electorate. because a great 
wanv of the workers arp desirous of getting 
liOill~'s, and at the J)r(•Bent tirne the-re iP. 
;_;rC>at ~:warcity of hou~e~. Indeed, tho n1easurer 
will LP popular in all parts of Que<•nsland. 
hut tlwre is no to,vn in Queensland wher£> 
a housing scheme is more IH'f'ded than in thP 
<·apital of Central Queensland. I find that 
~ome of the houses in Rockham·pton are not 
fit to liw in. Extortionate rentals an• being 
coharged by landlords for residt>nCb· that well 
might lw placed within the· catf'g-ory of 
hoVi•ls, and the people havP no rcdn':iS. If 
they are not satisfied, th{!y have to get out 
and let somebody else come in, because ther<> 
i; nothing better. Recently, sevt>ral public 
sPrvanh; were tran,fcrred to Roekhampton. 
and they had to stay at hotels and pay up 
to £2 per week c>ach for tlwm~dn•' and 
th;,ir wi H'3 for board becau;.p thev could 
not get suitable residenc·es. 'l'hat c;uld all 
he rcmcdit•d if an abundancp of house' 
wpre built by the· Government under thi, 
housing schem<'. I find that. in the• " Bris
."ba.ne Courier'' extraordinary advertisenlent::
appear, which only go to show that what I 
sav as to tlw acuteness of tlw dif!ieultv i> 
( ')~reet. 'rhis is one· of thfl·In- ~ 

" Bonus £2 will he vaid to te1mnt' 
leaving house to suit incomer." 

That shows dearly tlw m·gpm·y of the hom
ing scheme. We are told by son!E' hon. 
members that there are no slum·s in Queens
land. Anyone who goes down to the Valley 
and looks round there must at once come 
to tho conclusion that tlwre are houses not 

, .fit for human beings to live in. 'J'he same 
remarks apply to South Brisba.ne. A housing 
scl•em<>, I say, is urgently needf'd in thi• 
Statl' for many reasone. Profe~wr Smart, a 
great authority, ha~ thi~ tn say on the 
:rnatter-

"i\o C:<'ntro of moral tlt>terioration and 
infection is worse than a. had home." 

Antl it should be the object of everv Govern
mf'nt to improve the homes of the peoplf'. 
htecausC' there the foundation of thf' charactt>r 
of thf.' future generation is laid. \Vhen I 
"'"' in Adelaide, MelhournP. and Sy<C!ney last 
; cur, I availed myself of thP opportunity of 
vi8iting some of the so-callc·d "slun1 arQas,,' 
and in Adelaide-a cit-, that is spoken of 
"" the Garden City of Australia.," a city 
whPre there are supposed to bn no slums
Mr. Birrcll, secrPtarY of the South Australian 
Labour party, took- m~ for a five minutes' 
'-' alk from the General Post Office and 
show,•d me slums worse than anv I have seen 
in Brisbane. In ::'.Ielbourne, i saw houses 
that were not fit for human bPings to live in. 
and in Sydney we visited some slum areag 
in which the houses wt're absolutely a dis
gracl' to tll(' Government which controls the 

affairs of State in C\ew South Wales. I 
gaw, for instance. a mere wooden out
house of two rooms occupied by a family 
of seven at a rental of 7s. 6d. per week. 
Within only three minutes' walk of the main 
streets there can be found slums, and along 
the lanes only a few feet wide, one can see 
the pale, hungry faces of little chi!dren who 
are apparently not properly nourished and 
have not proper places to live in. Their only 
plac·e of amusement is the street. where thev 
stop passers-by and ask for sufficient to 
Pnable them to go into the picture shows. I 
WPnt across to :Manlv and saw there the 
palatial rosidt'nce' of 'capitalists. of persons 
who hav<' made grf'at w<mlth out of the 
people of the State. In front of their beau
tiful homes coqld hP seen motor-oan with 
('hauffeur~ awaiting to takP thetn out on their 
jaunt~. 

:Mr. BEllBIKGTOX: You can s<•e that lwre. 

:Hr. FOR DE: Probably, you .. an. It only 
sh<rw::; that in Svdnev there arP two extremes. 
as tlwrP ar<' in· Brisbane. and the object of 
this part~- is to uplift thP massPs. those who 
r•xi't nndc·r the abhorrent conditions of the 
slum arPas. \Vlwn l saw those palatial resi
dc·nct'' at :Manly and their contrast-the slum 
ar<•a;; of Hydnf'y wlwn• half starved people. 
a.n•· housod-I thought of tlw words of 
H<'nry (;porgP in a book he wrotP E•ntitled 
·· ~ocial Problt>nls"-

.. How contempt of human rights is 
the 0ssential f•lemPnt in building up the 
gTt.lat fortune:-. whosP growth is. such a 
niarked featnr!' of our dPvelopment, we 
have already seen. And just as clearly 
ma v w<• ;;er· that from the samP ea us<' 
sprang poverty and panpl'rism. Tht~ 
tramp is tlw complement of thP million
aire." 

l mn not a'<hmned to sav that I am here to 
improve t'lw conditions o'f the tramp and the 
worker-t.lw down-trodden man in the com
munit~·. Hon. ni<'mbers opposite throw out 
their dtP,tR and apparently feel proud of thP 
fact that tlwy represent the remorseless pro
fiteer; hon. members on this ~>idl; never wish 
to represent people who. irrespective of what 
means thev adopt. get extortionate prices 
from the JJOOr for the neN•ssaries of life. 
and build palatial re<idences. 

Mr. CoR~Ell: Fancv that with a Labour 
Uovt-rnn1ent in powe>;. ~ 

Mr. FOHDE: Although thH" is a Labour 
(;ovPrnrnf'nt in powPr. und<:'r the \Var Pre
<·autions Act-so unscrupulously used by the 
PriRw 1\finister-wc arP unable to do all we 
would likt• to do. 

::\Ir. CoRSEll: That is a La.hour enactnwnt. 

::\Ir. FORDE: \YP are prev<>nted by that 
and also by tlw Ll'gislativP Council. which 
WP are Pndoavonring to abolish. 

::\lr. BEBBIXGTOX: The c•u&t of living is 
greatz•r in Queensland. 

::VIr. FORDE : When the present Govern
ment controlled the fixation of priCE'S in 
Queensland the cost of living ''as reduced 
13.2 per cent., hut as soon as the Federal 
GovPrnmcnt took ovpr the control of prices 
thl' cost of living immediately increased. 

::\Ir. MonGAX: What clatbe of rh~ Bill says 
that': 

Mr. FORDE: I am replying to interjec
tions from hrm. members opposite. \Vhen I 
was in Sydney I visited DacQyville. the model 

Jfr. Forde.] 
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,uburb uf S;-dnPy, when• hnndreds of working 
pPop1e haYP bPPil ah1e to obtain homtl~ nudpr 
thL' sc:l!l'me initiatL•d bv a Labour Minister. 
the Hon_ .J. H. Daeey. ·Th<; suburb is situated 
5 miles from the Gem•ral Post Offke, Sydney. 

and it has served a very useful 
L2.30 p.m.] pnrpo;;e in Jlroviding homes 

for a great 1nany n1arried n1en 
in Sydnev \vho otherwise would not have 
been abh· to get houses at all. I find that 
the• estimated em<t of Dac<'yville, when the 
sehcnw was first initiated, wa<il £877.300. 
That "as th0 amount estimated to eomplet<J 
1 he sclwnw. From inquiries made I find that 
t'J.,• arra \\'as suffieient to proYide 1,477 
<hn•llings. From a report dated 30th June. 
1918. I lParnt that 267 cottages wc;rc erected 
ill Daee.n·illc•. in addition to six shops and 
on<' pidlll'<' .-how. The population of tlw 
st,burb is 1.170. ant! the capital employed 
n1> to 30th ,Jmw. 1918. wa,; £161,636. \1hen 
l inspN'tl'll Dact•vvillc I was remindNl of 
tLos<' worrb utt<'l'<~d by J olm Huskin-

" Bnihl nothing' or build \YCII." 
I CPrtainly think that Da<'cyville has bepn 
built. 'wll. and it is a credit to the Govcrn
m<'nt thfit initiated the schenw, I find that 
the' rentals chargpd on l0as0s not exceeding 
~<)YPD y<'ar-:. \Vt'l'<' foll<nYs :-

" D.\CEYYILI.B." 

! 
!\"o. '1 Accommodation. I Rental. 1 Cost of 

Built. 1 Bmldmg. 

___ I i----~~---
1 i I £ 

:?.0 4 room~,, kitchen, &c.\ li '~and 18,'-] 595 
18 2 bedrooms, li<ing j 14 6 · 503 

! ~~~~i~~dd kitchen! 
a ~ 3 large rooms, 1· 

kitchen, &c .. 
!cottage) 

3 3 large rooms, : 
kitchen, &c.l 
(house) 

ll 3 rooms, kitchen. &c.j 
12 3 rooms, kitchen I 

and washbouse 
combined ' 

2!,-

16.'-
16,'-

840 

501) 
525 

I went. into some of th<' houses at Dacev
ville, and I found that each house contained, 
in addition to the ordinary liv.ing rooms, 
a httmdry, .bathroom, pantry, fu~l ~hed, 
Yl'rauda~ ~tutab10 for slPPping out, and also 
the usual nuthouses. 'l'he cottages are 
hghteLl throughout by 0lectrieitv. with gas 
laid on for cooking purpos<'s. 'fhe cottages 
arc• <~onstructt•d of brick, with tile and slate 
roofs. Th0 bricks are from the GoYernment 
kiln.-, and tlw rnbblt• and fre·<'stone for kerb· 
ings froin the Gon:-rn1nent quarriC'~. !\ow, hon. 
mPmbNs opposite will sav that this is anothm· 
injustic·l~ to priYatt) 0nh~rprise, hllcausc they 
are alway~ P:"pousing thP c'ause of priyate 
t•nterpriH•, am! th<'Y Yehomentlv condemn 
~tate PDterprisP of ~any kind. L ... t\. housing 
sclwme was urgently required in Sydney, 
and I regre~ to say that the pre~ent supplies 
are totally madequatq to meet the growmg 
demand. Only twenty-six houses were built 
at. Daccyvill<· last yC'ar. I read a report 
\\TJtt<•n by l\Ir. A. B. Piddington, the 
Chief IntL'l''tat" CommissionC'r. who re<'Pllth· 
reportPd Oil. tht• housin<r of f;,-;ln<•v in \dJieh 
.he, ~aid- o " L' 

" In tlw cas<• of a great n1anv places 
I visited they resembled some\;hat the 
slums I was shown in London. The onlv 
difference here 1s the ad,-antages o'f 

[llf r. Ford e. 

dimatP, which make it possible for 
pPople to livP outside of tht> hou6PS they 
an· snppo~<'d to liv<) in. Xothing is more 
e(•rtain that if Spanish influenza emnes 
io this <'onntry such places will be the 
na tn ra l brN•ding·gronnd and the people 
JiYiug in snch places will suffer.'' 

That tnn~c.cl out to bf' true, bccau~e we InlO'\V 

tiiP havoc tlw ~panish influenza played in 
SYdJH'v. Then• was an a,C'ute- rE'crudescl'nCC' of 
tl;t, df~Ptt"l' tlwr<', particularly an1ongf:t the 
poor )Wople in th" slum areas of SydnPy. I '""" 
>l!rpri>t•<l to find that in Sydn<•y they have 
forty-onP nHJ.lli<'ipalitiPs. and each rnunici
pality i~ jPtllou~ of its independcncP, and 
affiict0d with PxcPptional inability to ad in 
thl' inteJ'Psts of its u0ighbourirq municipality. 
It 'trm·k lll<' fnrciblv that a greate-r Sydney 
j~ Uf'<'(':-;,-.,ary. A. gi·cater Brisbane is also 
n(~c:f':--Rary. \Yithout a greater Brisbaue there 
,,-jj] hP no uniformity of municipal goYern
mpnt in this city. I am pleased to say 
that tlw peoph• of Hoekhampton, although 
thPy foolish!;~- turm•d down a greater Rock
h;:uupton ~dwnH:.. on a former occasion they 
aftNwanls acc·eptt•d it. It will ultimatdy 
pron• a great boon to the Central capital. 

}fr. Bm::-;::<:.1:<:: \Yt• have a greater Too
,,-nornha, too. 

:1Ir. FOHDE: \YP canno~ go in for a 
-ehenu• of gn•at<•r citiPs without having a 
town-planning :-;cht'lllC ·working hand in hand_ 
Xo sclwmt• will be successful unless it is 
guid••d by a man trained in town planning. 
\YP must han'· tht•ir Pxpert a~hice in making 
iinproYf'InPnt~ to our citif'P.. x\. gr,eat n"Qm
hC'r of t]H; di:·wast's pxisting in Austra-lia a.nd 
riw old world to-day are remediable diseases, 
and it lwho\·c, thi,l eountr.v to learn by the 
mistakl''' of thP o 1<1 wor1cl. So long as 
UoYC'rnnu'nt has tlw n1oral couragC' to do its 
work. and has the confidence of the people
lwhind it. it will continue to hold the 'Trea
"lll"' lwnchPs of thL• A'tat<'·. I do not think 
that the pre"•nt GoYPrmnent will be cldcated 
for tlw JJl'xt tPn w•ars, fiO that under the 
adn1inistrarion of ·this Gnn~rnn1eut r€'forn1s 
\Yill eonH: and thP ~tatf' rnust progress. I v;a~ 
re<·entl ,- rea{ling a work by Mr. J ames Hole, 
tht• a1ithor of "Homes for the \Yorking 
L't•oplP." am! lw had this to say-

.. Thure are two great \vant~ in the 
life· of tilt• poor of our large towns which 
<mght to bt• n·alist>d more than they are 
----the want of "pace and the want of 
hf\auty. 

"'C'rinlP <·annut harbonr in wide open 
;.trcds "'' readilv as in courts and alleys, 
H witht•r,; in till' light of day. It die-.s 
whc·n Pxpoced to the public gaze." 

\Vbat "··· mu>t do in Queensland is to have 
plenty of air ;.pace so that there will be no 
<lark law•s where the little children have to 
play. and so that tlwy may be able to get 
out into t hP op0n spaces. \Ye are intert.'~tl~<l 
in ::-eeing that the workerfi· f'hildren get opnn 
spact>s to play in. Hon. members opposite 
think onlv of th<' ,,hildren of the rich, and! 
are not con<·<•rn,•d about the children of the 
poor. \Ye· thillk that cYery child born in 
Australia should have an equal opportunity 
of getting to the highest position in the land . 
Tlu." IHO::-pP('t!" of tlH1 poor in slurn ar{·as art" 
not hright. \Ye 'honld assist tlwm and their 
ehiklrl'n to g·pt b('-tter horueR. ...:\. n1an i~ 
to a In rgL~ E'Xtt'ut. a ·dctin1 of his enYiron
llH'llt. If \H' want children to grow up to 
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be good men and women and honourable 
citizens WP must provide them with good 
honws. I was reading a ,report of the Rm·al 
Connuis~ion on housing in EncrlarHl in which 
it \Ya~ stated- Cl ' 

"It was found that the lowest average 
0YVI'Y \Vorkrnan or workwo1nan lo:-:t was 
about twentv clavs in the vear from 
simple Pxhatlstion; and the ,;·ages thus 
lof't \vouJd go to\vards paying an in
croas<•d rent for a better housC'." 

I might also mention that the superintendPnt 
of the· Chicago V-.-isiting Nui'Sc-s' .. c\.ssociation 
assf'rted at a recent conference that two· 
thirds of the <lesNting fathers one·third of 
the shiftks:; mothers, and two~thirds of the 
sick and dC'linquent children comC' from the· 
congestf'd districts of the eitiC's of America. 
That ,ham; the >:b.solute neC'd for having 
better. homP condrhons for thC' people of 
Amerrca; and, if it applie.< to an advanced 
country like Ameri~·:t, it, certainly applies to 
a young country hke Queensland. \V e can 
rec~ify. before it is too late, the mistakes 
whrch haw l?een allowed to take place· in 
ot[1er coU'ntrres. I find that ·when this 
;nea~ure becomes law we will have done 
mfimt~ly morP than most of the other States 
-;-c·wn than Xew Zealand-towards provid
mg homes for the worker. Th0 New Zealand 
Dw<_'llings Act of 1910 makP" provision for 
oettmg apart Crown lands for the erection 
of dwC'llings for workers. and a worker under 
that Act is one whose 0arnings do n~Jt 
exe<>ed £175 per annum. Fnd<•r thP Xew 
Zealand Act the housp may bf' disposed of 
by weekly or monthly tenanev. A leas0 mav 
L('> giv.c•n fo1~ a tern1 of twPn'ty-one years, ol~ 
an af\'reement may be made· to purchase on 
the mstalmPnl c;ystem. Rentals are to be 
6 p~r cent. on the capital value, and the cost 
of msurance and rates are in addition to 
that. rndt·~· this Workers' Homes Bill the 
1mreha~er wrl! have to pay rPnt at only 5 per 
cent. snnple mterPst on the capital vahw. 

I am p]pa,<>d to know that clansP 10 of 
tht• Bill 'tipnlatPs that the pnrchasing price 
of tht• honw shall not PX<'Pt·d thP capital <·o,t 
to the }linistPr. That is 11 good thing, am! 
1t :;how~ . tl_H~rP ls no inh•ntion on thP part 
of tlw :;l,lrmsh•r to <"harg<' PxtortionatP prit•<'s 
to tlh• V>orkPrs. or to lHofitp{~r nu this niPa
t-'Ul'P. Hon. nwmbPrs oppo::;itC'. \YhPn discuss
ing the t]HG!-,tion, have voiced their BVlll')athY 
for the privatp houscowner and agent.' Xo 
donbt. tlwy are in sympathy with tllC' unscru· 
pulous hous(' deal~~r, tho man who is for ever 
~·ndr·avouring to get people to sell thPir home~ 
1n order that he n1ay get conunission. I know 
a cPrtain lady whom an ag<>nt visit.rd and 
asked to ocll her !tousP. He tol·d hel' he 
~ould gPt anoth~r OllP at a cheap('r pricfl. 
~lH' foolishly sold the house. and. althmwh 
slw hac~ <~iflicult.v in buying Oil<'. she had to 
pay rnhmtely morP for the ont• .-he bmwht 
than sh<' originally paid for th•~ on<> s,ht• s~ld. 

c~Jau~(' 17 is anothC'r V(!l':'t~ good (•Ianii('. It 
~mahh's tl~e occupant of thP housl' to kN•p 
111 OlH:•ratton an Insurance with tlw StatP 
GoYei'nlnPnt Insurance Offif'P upon hi..:; lifP 
for an <tlllolmt sufficient to pa v to the }Iiuis
ter m the <>nmt of the death of the lHuchaser 
!he outstapding amourit owing on the dwell
mg. I find, too. that the Minister mav 
l'xempt any purchaeer from the nrovision's 
of that claus,• of thP Bill. I think that it 
i:-; a good thing in ca~t·R of siekn<'-ss or 
iJl.hcalth to exempt the purchase•· fwn> the 
proYisions of tlw dause. 

I find that it is onlv during the two last 
deca-des that housing· rc>formers have been 
Pxreedingly active, and considering the 
opposition of vf'stc>d intPrPsts, the inertia of 
public opinion, and the common ignorance 
regarding the comwction between housing 
and the moral and physical conditions of 
the peoplP, thPy have made r~ma,rkable 
progress. The housing problem is, in 
Iny opinion, conC'ern0d mainly with two 
<luestions-

" (u) Ho"~. in tht• congPst<•d arPas of 
largf' citiefl, and in industrial C'cntr~s, to 
gd rid of tlw n'"'lts of unrpgulated 
housing, oyerhou~ing, overC'ro,vding, 
high rePtab, or inferior accommodation, 
and all the Pvils that flow from thPm. 

"(/1) How soci!'ty mav bc·;;t provide for 
t·adr individual fumilv unit. whether 
Jiying in the• eit~· or cotmtry, a sclf·con
taint'd famil~· homP. open to sunlight and 
fresh air, at. a n~nt, conRist0nt vvith in 
conlP, and C'Oll~tructive, at least net 
destru.etiv<>, of t'itlwr body or C'haracter." 

Then• ;;honld lw absolnt<' nrivacv for the 
hom<'. and sufficiPnt playgr.ound 'to enabl~ 
1 he <•hikh-<>n to cxPrc i"' in a healthy manner. 
In Australia, Yel'.l' littlt> seientifi0 study of 
thP housing quPf:.tion ha~ ev,er been 1na,dc~ 
and it is tin1e that BOHlPthing was done in a. 
~e-rious tnatJiwl·, aud thP GovernnH'nt has 
set out in a right direction. I find that one 
ha, to go abroad for scientific research on 
this subject. Frow an article I haYP read, 
bv ~lr. E. E. flavwurd in "Progr<~ss." I 
ha n• s(•lP<"tPd a fc;w statemente which in
dicate thP <'Xh"\nt of ha(l housing eonditions 
in England. }Ir. llayward quoks ::Mr. 
X ettlPfold';; stutPmPnt that th<•n• are 
6.000,000 pPople in England livircg in houses 
whieh urgently r0quir<' irnprovenH:>nts-
6.000,000 people al'<' li1·ing in housPs in Engo
lan,l which are not lit for human being<O to 
1iYt' in. Englbh ~tati:-.tics, which ar,• fairl~~ 
ron1ph'tt~ in l'Pf.(a.rtl to <1Ptails as to numbE>r 
of roo1ns and O('eupnuts, show that in 
LonJon o11e pC'r:::;on out of f:.even is Jiving 
undPr oYerc•ro\\TdPd conJitions: in LoP·d-s on<' 
<mt of PYC'ry tPn; in Li,~erpool one out of 
pyerY twPh-e; in Manchester onP out of 
t'vt.•r\~ ~i~te0u; in E.dinburgh onn out of 
PV<'r:\· thrPe; and in Glasgow and Dundee 
Oil<' out of everv two. Such a state of 
affairs will be bn;ught about in Austmlia if 
''" an• not alivP to the Pvil eonditions which 
ar,, encroaching upon us. Mr. Lovatt 
Fraf:er) a n.1ernber of tl_w (~~rdiff c:orporation, 
quotrs Ycu·tou::; c•a:-;.ps 111 .11..ngland wht"\rf' as. 
n1anv a~ thre<· fau1ilies, about (~ighteen 
llPOj;le in all, arP livingo in thrPe rooms. The 
XP\1' 1-\outh vYaks Labour· Go\'Prnmcnt 
"!'Pointed Proft>,sor HohPrt Franci« Irvinc. 
11..\., of the· Svdnt'l. Coiversitv, a;; a cmn
tni~sion of inC1nir~~ into thP · que~tion of 
hon"f .,· .. and thP follo\Ying is an Pxtract fl·orn 
that g-PntlPHlan':-; n\port :-

.. Ft>w of the mYnere of o\'PrermYded 
prop·crti0s han• fplt any con<'Pl'll for tho 
eonsuqneu<'e~ to t1w nation as a whole-. 
Tlwir businp,;,; is to eoJlpd tlw profits 
'vhich an unfortunatC' 0conon1ie situation 
PnahlL'ti thcu1 to exact." 

HPft'rring to tht> conditions in England, 
Proft>,sor Trvinc• had this to say-

.. Thousands of peovh~ live in garrets,. 
thousands in cold and sunless epJlars, tho 
rwrn1anent honu' of tub<~rculosis, and 
tY)Jhoid. FPw rP<"ot>:nise tlw value of 
,~mlight and fresh air. and the provision 
of opc•n tl'0P-planted spacC's wa~ still a 

Mr Forcle.] 
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dr0am of the futtU'f', In all the olum 
a.rf'as ·diseasp was rarnnant. and the 
working population showPd unmi,;tak
nble . signs of impaired health and 
morality. Eaeh &uccessive generation 
Btarted with enfc'<?bled eonBtitutious." 

'l}t'!se aFe the remarks of a professor of the 
Umverstty ?f Sydney. Surely hon. members 
opposttf' will not contend that he was asso
<·iated with t.h~ Trades Hall in any way? 
·when_ authontles are quoted on this sidP, 
they_ try to ma)<~ it appear that they are 
Jl<L!'ti_san authonhe', who will not give a~ 
~Jpmwn opposed to the viewpoint of this 
party. 1~p t_o ~h0,Y<'ar 18?0 nothing was <Clone 
m Gr<>ut Bntam m a st'rwus way to 11rovide 
lwuses for the worker, and. at !H'PSC'nt. t11e 
<>ffort,. th<'re am totally inadequate· to the 
<lemand. In England. as in Germanv. th<> 
lo~-1 authority is made• the instrument of 
6oc::o.I r0form. rl,h0 StatP proYides the Iegi.'
lation. hut the responsibility for the exe('ll
tion of that legi>lation rests 'on town eouneib 
and suburban committePs. The London 
County Council. whieh in 1889 became the 
housing authority in London, had up to tllf' 
end o£_1910 ereetPrl 1.678 cottages with aecom
modahon . for 12,368 pf!rwns. Glasgow is 
notNl for It• _good mumcipal government. and 
men of "rPrlmg· worth, of the calibre of thl' 
hon. lli('Inber for :;\Ia('kay, hayc ilone solnP
thing thetT· toward' housing the pool'. 
({lasg<JI\' has a munieipal familv home. 
which contaim 160 small rooms, with 
·di~ing-room, . r<'creation-room, kitchen, and 
credw. It 1s h<>atcd wirh hot wat-0r, and 
ligh_ted by eleetricity. It is found a con
v,ement rduge for 'vidowers with children. 
'Ihe latter are looked afrf'r bv nurses without 
f•;:trn chargP. \Yho r0~idl'- {)il tht., pr('rnises. 
'I here arc otlwr nwans of carino- for poor 
)Jeople in Glasgow, dnP to <l great extent- to 
then· up-to-date system of munieipal govern· 
men~. In .!Hanehesh•r there is a munir·ipal 
lodgmg-house for ":om~m. I find. in 11erusing· 
rt .report by t~e Btrmmgham Housing Com
:mttec, so.rr~ethm!i of, interpst regarding hous
lng e~md1hons m Germany. This lwusing 
comnnttf'P reported as follows :-

" 1. That. the houses of tlw voorer 
~-·las6t'S in Gernu1n towns are infE'rior to 
those of corresponding classes in England. 

"2. That th<>rP is a general absence of 
larp;o playing· field:-o. 

'· 3. That, in spite of inferior housin" 
conditions, the gt>neral eJpanliness of •h~ 
German working people is conspicuouslY 
greater than that of the En o-lish mam:l-
faeturing. population." " 

I find that in some parts of the world 
industrial compa!'-ies have takPn up the 
problt'm of housmg. and with vN·v good 
result", 'l'h,, most up-to-date· system of 
wpich I have read i~ by the Krupp Steel 
\'i orks 1n ~ssen~ Ger1nauy. The con1pany':-: 
factory, ~ts 1s well known, is the largest steel 
factory :n Germany. and the largPst gun 
factory m the world. So far baek as th<' 
:· fifties:" Krupps beg-an to take an intere~t 
m J:ousl!lg, the works having d"veloped so 
n;p1dly !hat, th<:; er:1ployees experienced 
difficulty m. fmdmg smtable accommodation. 
Krupps bmlt numerous houses and to-da v 
there are hygienic dwellings iwovided fo~· 
46,000 people. Also, I find that the villa"<' 
{)£. B_ournville, 4 . miles from thf' city ~f 
}~Jrmmgha.m, owes Its existence to l\Ir. George 
( adhury. of rhocolat£> fame, Tlwre, hundrf'ds 
<Jf workN·,; are Pnjoying good housing 
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condition~. Any student of social ~onditions 
know' that the more congested the popula
tion tlw greater the privation, unless the 
Government steps in in ample time with ll 

view to avoiding the errors and the dangers 
which crc•cp upon every growing country. 
This GovernmPnt is taking preventive steps. 
I am pleased to note that clause 6 of 
the Bill gives the ~linister powPr to acquire 
land for the Crown, compulsorily if neces
>ary; and that, in estimating compensation, 
no allowanec shall be made for any increasn 
in the vaJnP of such land bv rpas'on of the 
exercise of powers nnder this Act. Land 
sharks will not likP tha.t. The;- will not J:x. 
permitted to rob the Goven{nwnt. Thev 
will not find a sympathetic ear in Mini8ter:, 
of th<' Crown to such land dPa Is ae I was 
told hv a ePrtain man in AdP!aid<' 'tank in 
thP no~triJ, of the• ppople of South Australia. 
GrPa.t diffienlty has bt'en PX]Jl'ri<•ncPd by 
UovPrnment' abmad in dPaling ''"ith t.h<' land 
monopoli,b-thP peoplP who aln,ad~- held 
tlw ar('a~ on \Yhich 'vorkPrs· dwf•llings werP 
ro bt> built. That is a strikiug argument why 
W<' should 11ot ,,tancl for tlw alienation of 
( 'rown lan;.J,. Tlw lands w<:'re alil.'nated. and 
those IH'oplt• who spcurPd t!H•m asked exor
bitant pricf~~ for th(•ln \"VhPn the G<n·t:.•l·nrnent. 
wanted to build rlwPlling,. Gr,•at diflieultv 
\Va~ PXlH'l'iPnc·eU bv thP London Count~
Coum·il in acquiring land for mtmicipal 
housing, lt purchasC'd land from the Duk<· 
of BNlforcl for £118,00-0 at a honoing ;-alnt• 
of only £18.000, thus showing a 'lo;;,- of 
£100.000 on thP tra.nsaction. Tlw mftro
politan hou,ing boanl of London. before it 
e;•ased opt•rations, ,;pent £1.984,000 in con
m•ction with th<:> pm·chase of insanitary 
an,as and nc.w dwelling art•as. but it 
eonld only recoup itself to tht> extent of 
j:;377.114. and was therefore saddled with 
a deficit of £1,606,000. It is no wonder 
that the pa.rtv which has thP interest of the· 
great majority of the people of this State
the wealth-producers of the State-at heart. 
stand for tht> holding of Crown lands and are 
oppospd to their alienation; but are in 
favour of the leasehold systPm as against 
the frePhold. This measure will be passed. 
1 fen! sur<>. because the majority in thiK 
Housp stand for hPttPr conditions for thl' 
workPrs. It may be amended in the 1.: pp er 
House. but I do not think it will be. I feel 
sure it will ultimately be placed on the 
statutP-book of Queensland, and it will for 
PYt}r stand as a lasting 1nonun1ent to thi:-: 
Govt'rnnlPnt for having introduced a me.asurf• 
calculatP<l to do so much good for a great 
scetion of the community of this State.~ 

GovERXorEXT :\!EMBERS: Hear, hear: 

-:\lr. SIZER (Tuwlah): Aft<>r the travel 
round tlw world bv the hon. mPmber for 
Hockhampton in a s'rmwwall 'P<'<'<'h of about 
half an honr--

Mr. FORDE: It 'yould do YOU gc<Jd to 
travPl a hit. It would opPn y~ur "Y""· 

:\1r. SIZER: I do not think the hou. mem
hPr has u·avell<'d mueh more than 100 miles 
hPyond tlw precincts of this Hous<•. AftPr h0 

has rPturnprl to QuPenslaJHl and finished his 
diatribe-a' hP attributE-d to tlw hon. mem
ber for Oxley-to the ladies in thp gallery. 
WP may proceed to d0al with tlw question 
before us. SpC'aking genPrally. I think thP 
Bill is one which will recPin' the support of 
pm.cticalh- everv nwmber in this Chamber. 
I am qt{itc• pr;•pared to sup1iort any Bill 
which is g·oing to giye clwap home' to the 
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workers. There is no doubt that the 
'WorkNs' Dwellings Act, which was placed 
on the statut<'-book, not by hon. gentlemen 
opposite, is a measure which has probably 
done more for the workers of Queensland 
than anv other individual measure on the 
statute-book. I am quite convinced that. if 
statistics wen• taken, we would find that ·the 
percentage of people in Queensland owning 
their own houses as the result of the 
Work<?rs' Ih·ellings Act is higher than in any 
other State in Australia, and in many other 
parts of the world. I think one is quite 
safe in saying that. ::\To one can deny the 
argument which was put forward b.,. the hon. 
member for Oxlev. There is no "doubt tl10 
workers may be deceived-in all probability 
th~y will be deceived-if they think they are 
gomg to" g·pt much cheaper homes than thPy 
are gettmg at thP present moment. I am 
quite convineed that they are not going to 
g_et nearly ao chE'a]J homes under this par
ticular nwasur" as they ar<' under the 
Workers' Dwellings Act. I think that at 
the time that Act was passed the m;,ximum 
amount was £300. I believe the principal 
and interest redemption amounted to somE'
thing like 10s. a week. 'l'here are thousands 
of people in Que<?nsland who are reaping 
the benefit of that measurE' in thPsc tinws 
when rents are somewhat high. 

At 9 o'clock p.m., 

Mr. BERTRnr took thE' chair as Deputy 
Speaker. 

Mr. SIZER : They took advantage of that 
meas?re, an{~ huxe been paying amount-s 
rangmg from Ss. to 10s. per week, and 
have bN'n purchasing their own homes-a 
provision which is not exactlv embodied in 
this particular measure. I think the Workers' 
Dwellings Act could have been amendecl to 
meet some of the imaginary difficulties which 
have been placed in the way by the :Minister, 
without introducing a new measure. Still, 
we have to deal with the Bill as it is. The 
cardinal feature of this measure is the per
petual leasehold svstem. I am not a close 
student of land ma:tters, as some hon. gentle
men opposite are, but from my point of view 
there is something far more logical in a 
perpetual lease in a town area than in an 
agricultural area. At the same time I think 
that in places such as Brisbane, where there 
is no doubt one will be able to get land fol' 
£50 or £60, it will be far better if pro
vision were made whereby. if he so desirecl, 
he may be able to apply for freehold. The 

perpetual leasehold svstem is 
[9 p.m.] liable to act detrimentaily to the 

workers of Brisbane particularlY. 
The system might be all right as far as 
Crown lands are concerned, but I cannot 
think of any Crown lands in or around Bris
bane which would be adequate or suitable 
for a scheme each as that proposed in the Bill. 
This will mean that the Government will 
have to resort to the repurchase system, and 
the Land Court's valuation of the land to 
be repurchased will be such that the amount 
{)f ground rent per annum will be consider
able. I realise thet there is going to be some 
clifficulty in that directi{)n, and that the hon. 
me~ber for Oxley was modest in not laying 
particular stress on the high chargoo which 
are liable to accrue, owing to the repurchase 
provisions of the Bill. The measure is prob
ably necessary in order to make conditions 
easier for the worker, because, though the 

present Government have been in power for 
several years, the cost of living has increased, 
and no attempt has been made by hon. 
members opposite to clea] with the remorse
less profiteers. It is quite obvious that hon. 
members on that side arc concerned with 
other matters rather than that of dealing 
with profiteers, because they are inclined to· 
think that manv of their friends will be 
hit by any mea;ure dealing with profiteers. 
The policy of the Government has evidently 
so depreciated money values in the State 
that they find it necessary to bring in some 
meaeure of relief in order to make their 
position more safe at the next election. 

Mr. 11t:LLA~: Do you know what " Billy" 
Hughes said he was going to do with the 
profiteer? Take a gun and shoot him. But 
he put it off until after the election. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. SIZER: Members opposite talk about 
]and sharks and profiteers as if they belonged: 
to some other party than their own; but 
may I remind them of some of the profiteer
ing and some of the inflated land values 
which have been brought about by members. 
on that side of the House? Would it b0 
unfair to refer to the Premier having 
purchaBed in Queen street a little property 
for £14,000, and sold it a ~horr time after
wards for £15,000? Would it be unfair to 
remind hon. members opposite that they 
have taken up land under the present 
Government, and .have taken up that land 
as freehold, not as leasehold? Yet, when 
they speak of land sharks and the remorse
less profiteers, they speak in such terms as 
would lead one to imagine that only members 
on this side of the House were to be placed 
in that particular categorv. But some of 
the most glaring cases of 'that kind are to 
be found amongst members opposite. 

\Vith regard to the day-labour system, I 
do not think it is a better system than the 
contract system for creetino- hou•".es under 
the provisions of this Bill. "'I do not think 
the day-labour system is going to be as 
cheap as the contract syst0m. 

::1-lr. WHITFORD : Why? 

. :\It·. SIZER: Because~ the contract system 
Is a cheaper system than the clay-labour 
sy,;tem. I am the more convinced of that 
fact because I happen to know that hon. 
gentlemen on the front bench opposite when 
they are administering public funds employ 
the dfly-labou_r system, but when they are 
spendmg the1_r own money and. effecting 
repairs to thmr houses they employ the con
tract system. I might even remind hon. 
members opposite that some of the union 
ecnretaries have referred to this state of 
affairs. But why do members opposite aclopt 
the contract system in their own private 
affairs? Because in ninety-nine cases out of 
a hundred they know they will get a. 
cheaper and better job under the contract 
sy~tem. The hon. .memb.er for Mackay 
r0ferred to the· case m wh1eh :Mr. Peberdv 
referred to the character of work done undei· 
the contract system. But if what the hon. 
member for :!Y1ackay said is true, I think 
r he cncumstanc<'s reflect seriously on Mr. 
Pe~erdy, . and s)ww that he neglected his. 
busmess m passmg that monev over to the 
contractors. • 

;y1r. SMITH: Under the present system the· 
inspector had to go from Townsville, ancl 
dicl not see the job until it was finished. 

Mr. 8izer.] 
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Mr. SIZER: I know cases of workers' 
dwellings which were inspected by inspectors 
residing in the Brisbane area, and I have 
seen contracts held up until the contract wa.s 
'Satisfactorily completed before the contractor 
received his final payment. But no one Cin 
ruse that as an argument against contractors. 
It is simply an argument against the lax 
\Supervision of contractors, so that the hon. 
member's argument in that direction misfires 
considerably. 

I am not opposed altogether to the life 
insurancB provisions in this Bill. I think life 
insurance is a very good thing, but it '-eeme 
most remarkable that such a provision should 
be included in this measure when we reflect 
that only last week we were debating the 
Unemployed ·workers Bill, which was 
another social reform, and when it was a•dvo
c.ated that some incentive should be given to 
the workers, the arguments advanced by 
members on this side of the House were com· 
bated by the supporters of the Government. 
But this particular measure provides that 
before e. person shall be allowed to purcha,;e 
one of these homes he must take out a life 
insurance policy. This is to be made com
pulsory. When discussing the Unemployed 
Workers Bill, we wished to makEJ a similar 
provision to provide for unemployment, ill
health, and old age, but our suggestion was 
combated by hon. members opposite, though 
they now embody <1 similar provision in this 
measure. I ha \"C <:a me to the conclusion, as 
the Treasurer .said when introducing the Bill, 
that it is .a system to provi·de security. If 
the Government gav~ them freehold, the Go
vernment would alrearJy have security in the 
land; ·but they are doing away with that 
principle, and are gf'tting H'C'urity by mean-; 
of life insurance. It is <mother way of pro
tecting the State and getting round a rather 
awkward plank of their own platform, and I 
must congratulate the l10n. gentleman on his 
ingenuity. 

One of the main objections to the measure 
is the more or less extraordinary power once 
again given to the Minister. It would be 
much better if the administration of this 
measure were placed in the hands of a com
petent board, instead of leaving it to anA 
Minister, who may not alw<tys be the hon 
gentleman. It may be somc·one who is 
extremely unscrupulous, and one who would 
abuse those powers. 

Mr. MuLLAN: Do you think we are going
to be kicked out at the next election? 

Mr. SIZER: My mind is fully made up on 
that matter, <tnd when we see hon. gentlemen 
<lpposite flitting hither and thither, not know
ing exactly where they are going to !tmd, 
we have every reason to be hopeful. It 
is too much power to place in the hands 

<:>f one individual to allow him to sav whether 
Tom Smith ~hould get this house or not. I 
would like to see the administration placed 
in the hands of a competent board of experts 
in town pl<mning. A majority of the;e 
estates which will have to be acquired will 
be several miles outside the citv, and the 
transportation charges to town· and back 
again, together with the high rates which 
will have to be paid by those who benefit 
under this schemE~, ·will amount to a prettv 
big item. All thPse thinf'(s should be taken 
into consid!'ration, and I would urge the 
Minister, when we get into Committee on 
this Bill, to accept an amendment to the 
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effect that after a period of ,ears those who 
prefer to buy their l<Lnd, as well as their 
house, should be allowed to get the freehold 
of it. If he does that, he will be conferring 
a great benefit on a large number of pecpln 
iu the State. It does not s<'em logical to mo 
to say, '• You can buy the building, but you 
must not buv the land it stands on." That 
seems ri.clicuious. Generally speaking, I sup
port the Bill, oand I think the interest which 
is to be charged to workers i;; probably 
reasonable considering the times. I would 
ask whv the workers in the cities are to 
be charged 5 per cent., while those men who 
hopC' to secure the benefits of tlw Co-opera
tive Agricultural Production Bill are to be 
charged 6 per cent. \Vo shall pr?bably have 
some explanation .as t{) whv a d1fferent rate 
h<ts been struck, but I take exception to 6 per 
cent. being charged. If the~· are going to 
support 5 per cent. in this Bill, hon. members 
opposite can hardl:y support 6 per cent. in 
another Bill which de<Lls with another section 
of the <'Ommunitv, which n<'eds as much 
encouragement as 'the workers in the cities. 

:\Ir. WHITFORD (Burrum): First of all, 
I desire to congratulate the S·ccretary for 
Publie W arks on bringing this Bill before 
the House. I have heard hon. members of 
tlw Opposition side of tllP House. together 
with nwmlwrs on this side of the House, 
speak on the Bill. ::Yicmbers on the opposite 
si·de, while criticising the Bill, pretend to 
;upport it. It seems a •ing-ular thing that 
the h<m. member who has just resumed his 
s>.•at should speak of the rate of interest the 
unfortunatP worker is to be> charged for 
monev received to erect a home. but it did 
not i·omP to hi:; mind that the profiteers 
were making- 300 per cpnt. out of the unfor
tunate work<>rs. It is all ypry well for hon. 
members opposite to say that workers should 
Lt• charged 5 per c!'nt. on any money they 
rl'c·cive for building homes. I consider every 
man is <>ntitled to a home, bPcause he is an 
asset to the State. He is a producer, and to 
mv mind the "~arker is the onlv producer we 
h~ve in the State. Although n1en may have 
two or three hundred pounds, or a combine 
ma.., haY<' five or six hundred thousand 
pmtnds to their credit in th<' bank, they are 
not producers of wealth. It is the unfor
tunate man who g-oes into the bowels. of tl_le 
earth and is prer>ared to take a 11 nsks m 
order to bring to the top nwtals of value, 
such· as gold, sih·er, copper, and coal, who 
is the producer. 'I11ose arc the people who 
are entitled to a home, and a decent one at 
that. The Hon. Randolph B.;dford, M.L.O., 
the hon. member for Fortitude Valley 
(Mr. Wilson), and myself went round the 
V allev during the recent influenza outbreak, 
and riot a stone's throw from McWhirters' I 
was most astonished to find narrow thorough
fan;-I could not call th<>m streets or even 
lanes-I do not suppose they would be more 
than 11 feet or 12 feet wide, and children 
were living in hovels. \Ye went through the 
houses, and examined the whole thing, and 
we found in some instances daylight coming 
through the walls, and paper stuck up by 
flour-paste to keep the daylight out. Some 
of the capitalists of Brisbane were the land
lor<h. and they charged as high a~ 14s. and 
15s. a week for those places. The people, 
unfortunatelv. were sick in bed with the 
influenza, and manv of them had not the 
money to buy firew;ocl. They were buying 
firewood in pennyworths. The Hon. Randolph 
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B•cdford and the hon. member for Fortitude 
Valley will bear me out in that statement; and 
if it were not for Mrs. \Yilson, the wife of the 
hon. mPmber for l<'ortitude> V allev. and other 
ladies who had a kitchen in the Vitlley, thos<' 
neopl<' would havp bPPn in their graves to
dav. Hon. membPrs on the other side of the 
If<;USC will tPlJ }"OU that 5 pPr cent. is too 
much to charge the wm·kprs. I hop<> every 
man will be able to afford to pay a deposit 
-un a house, and if not I hope the capitalist 
will hP compelled to gin• them the money 
to put down, as every man is worthy of his 
hire. I claim that under thP pr·Psent system 
"wrv man is entitled to at least £1 a. <:lav 
with" our pre'•ent cost of living. It is all 
very well for members opposite to say that a 
man is going to be victimised by ~hie 
Government. Do vou think the workers of 
Queensland sent this GoYernment here to 
victimise them? It is nonsense to suggest 
·such a thing, or to try and mislead the 
people into believing so. Hon. members 
opposit-e speak of profiteering, but all the 
profiteers are on the other side of the House. 
It is all very well for the hon. member for 
:VIurilla to criticise the hon. member for 
:Mackay, who said that workers' dwellings 
v~ere built in Mackay. and that some of the 
blocks were placed only 16 inches in the 
ground. Does the hon. memlwr for Murilla 
think that the overseer should sleep on the 
job? Does he think for one moment that 
the contractor has not squar<?d his foreman, 
which ha,, be0n •done in the past and will l>e 
done in the future, if it is allowed. But 
the Government to-.dav build their workers' 
dwellings under the day-labour eystem. and 
consequently there is a foreman there to see 
that the work is properlv donP. The hon. 
member for Mackav said thev were not all 
the same, but ::11r. Pcrbcrdy has proved that 
'uch was the case in some instanc·es. As a 
matter of fact. the statement made l>v the 
hon. member was that the stumps were put 
in 16 inches deep in some cases, and were 
not mortised to the studs but were held by a 
screw nail. That is what is ·done under the 
<."ontract system, and I yenture to say such 
a thing is never done under day labour. If 
there is any profit to be made, why should 
the contractor get it? I think the person 
l>uilding the house, or at least the State, 
should get it instea•d of a private contractor. 

It appears from the Bill that the benefits 
of the measure are to be derived by persons 
in receipt of incomes of not more than £260 
per annum; but, when the usual allowance 
is made of £26 per annum for every child 
nnder the age of sixteen years of age, it 
will be seen that the maximum income for a 
man with a small family will be somewhere 
in the neighbourhood of £320. One great 
advantage of the Bill is that, directly a man 
has paid his deposit, every week's rent brings 
nearer the day at which the property will 
become his own. There are many men in 
Queensland 'vho have paid in rent as much 
as would have made the houses their own 
three times over; and, when they have asked 
-their landlord-the unfortunate capitalist or 
profiteer-to put in a new sot of steps or to 
mend a tank, or something else, he will 
-only do it after a good deal of discussion, 
and invariably he raises the rent 1s. or 2R. 
a week. That is what people have ha-d to 
endure under the old landlord svstem. J 
consider this is one of the finest· measures 
that has ever been introduced into th;s 
House, and I am one ·of those who int·~nd 

to support it right through. with all due 
regar? to the criticism of hon. members 
opposltP. The hon. member for Draytrm 
said that the present Government were not 
out to help the farmers. I am going to prave 
that they haYe not only helped the farmer, 
but that they haYe swelled his banking 
aeeonnt to some Pxtent. In 1912 the farmer 
receiYed for hi;;; sugar-cane an average of 
12s. 6d. per ton. To-day, owing to the 
Labour pai·ty passing the Regulation of 
Sugar Cane Prices Act, the farmer receives 
up to £2 10s. and £2 15s. per ton for his 
cam•. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Owing to the price the 
Federal Government fixed for the sttgar. 

Mr. 'VVHI'rFORD: The Federal Govern
ment had nothing to do with it; c.nd th'! 
hon. member was one of the very gen!'lemen 
who voted against that Bill in this House. 

::Yir. BEBBINGTON: I snpported the Cane 
Prices Boards Bill before vou ever eame into 
the House. · 

Mr. WHITFORD: My predecessor, Colonel 
Rankin, was the man who introduced that 
Bill, and the hon. member helpPd to Put his 
throat in this House. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : I snpportt'd him. That 
shows how much you know about it. 

Mr. WHITFORD: Instead of receiving 
· 12s. 6d. per ton for their cane, the farmers 

are to-day receiving £2 10s. and £2 15s. pnr 
ton under the individual analysis system. 
1'hat is what the Labour Government have 
done for the Queensland farmer. I venture 
to say that hon. members opposite do not 
believe in the individual analysis system. I 
do, for the simple reason that I beliece th:1t 
everv man should be paid the full fcU!ts of 
his labour. The criticism of hon. nwmbers 
opposite is absolutely uselE':'S in the eyes of 
the public. They get up here >;nd criticise 
the measur<', but at the ;;ame time support 
the Bill. There is any amount of consistency 
in their inconsistency. 

'VVith regard to town planning, I have heard 
the hon. member for Rockhampton rder to 
Dacevville. in New South WalE'>. I hap
pen to ln1ow Daceyville and other portions 
of Sydney, and I also know the States of 
Victoria and Queensland ; and I think it 
would be a fine thing if our Government 
would take pattern by Daceyville, which is 
one of the finest schemes I have ever seen. 
Everybody has a reasonable area of land; 
they have their schools and their parks, and 
evervthing that is required for the benefit 
of themselves and their children. The first 
duty of a Government is to look after the 
health of the people. To hear hon. members 
opposite criticise this Bill, one would never 
dream that there wore such things in this 
city as the slums in the Valley which I have 
described. It is a disgrace to the Brisbane 
City Council to allow those hovels to be 
there, and I hope the Government will 
compel the council, in the near future, to 
condemn every one of those buildings, and 
to see that reasonable dwellings are erected 
in their place, so that the future fathers 
and mothers of the State may have reason
able placeR to live in. 

Mr. FREE (South Brisuane): I am very 
much in favour of this scheme which has 
been submitted by the Government to provide 
the workers with b<'tter homes. My atten
tion has been -dra.wn on several oceasions to 

Mr. Free.] 
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a bloek of houses in nw electorate in South 
Brisbane, near Cordelia street, which would 
be ': disgrace to any city. Xo man could 
possrbly walk between those houses, they are 
w clost• together. The hon. member for 
JY~urrumba said that we cannot do anything 
wrth the past, and that our task is to deal 
with the future. I hope the Governm·ent will 
do something to deal with what has been 
done in the past in this direction. It is time 
we passed a law to force landlords to knock 
down such shanties as those I have referred 
to and compel them to provide a little 
brcathmg spac<· between the houses The 
follo,wing remarks were made the other day 
m i::lydney by tho Governor of Kew South 
\V ales, when laying the foundation stone cf 
the first cottage to be built at Matraville in 
conn~ction wi.th the Government's general 
housmg sc·h<'mc-

" \Ve artl here to-dav to help on the 
mo~t i.mporta~t thing 'in the world-to 
assrst m carrymg the greatest happiness 
to the grcate•·t munber. I have been sur
pri,ed, sime coming to Sydney, to dis
c,ov?r how many people. there are o;vning 
tnerr own housei'. It rs most dcsrrable 
that this should be extended. Huddled 
up though people are in many localities, 
~nd to some Pxtent, I fpar, huddled up 
m houses which do not belong to them·, 
yet m :S:;·dncy you have attained great 
succcsg. I know of no city in t'he world 
;vhcre so many people of moderate 
mconH'S own the houses they live in." 

'!'her:<' is no doubt that the health of the com
mumty should be the first consideration of 
any Government; and, unless the workers 
have proper accommodation and decent 
houses, it is impossible for them to rear 
~ealthy .children. :Not only in my electorate 
B th<J dr":l'raceful state of affairs to which I 
hav_e alluded }o be set'n in this city. Just 
a little "ay ,rom the Grammar School the 
other day I_ s~w where people were living in 
houses .consrstmg of two room's and a kitchen 
for whrch they an; paying 12s. 6d. and 13s. 
11 ;veek. Those arc the conditions undE'r 
wh!ch ><ome of the workers in this citv are· 
hvr:rg to-day. The only thing I am afraid 
of m connection with the Bill is what the 
hon. member for Oxley refcrrPd to-that is 
the weekly paymenb. If a man has to pay 
over £1 a week out of his wages it is more 
than he <:11n a~ord to pay; and I hope the 
Government wrll be ablt;J to devise some 
><cheme whereby they will be able to let 
people get homes for themselves at a much 
!owe;: rate than that. If a man is only 
earnmg £4 .a week a':d he has to pay £1 a 
week for hrs house, rt does not leave very 
much for him to rear his children and to 
give them·. fair opportunities in life. They 
<:~r:not do rt ;vr th th.; present price of commo
dJtres .. I. noh.ce that in England the Housing 
Co:n~US<"10n mtend to spend £50,000,000 in 
bmldm.g 500,000 home~. The municipality 
•>£. Pans are. also de:ro~mg a very large sum 
or r_noncy to a smular purpose. These 
housmg ;;chem~s are bGing adopted through
out the w&rld. No doubt, as a result of the 
w~r, ~t'n ·are reyurning to their own coun
tnes wrth bet.ter r~eas, and they want to see 
"' eryonc owmng Ius own home. I am pleased 
to see the Queensland Government taking 
this step in the same direction. I have been 
!nterestcd in hous"s myself, being an executor 
m an estate which owns a good few proper
tJe.s about here, and I know what the upkeep 

[Mr. Free. 

of a house in Queensland costs. I must 
again endorse the words of th<;: hon. member 
for Oxley that I hope the Government will 
try to build cement or brick houses, because 
t~e upkeep of wooden houses is very <;:xpen
Sive. Three hundred pounds or £400 will 
only build a thre<• or four-roomed weather
board house, with single walls, as you 
cannot have double walls at that prie!). 
Brick houses will cost £500 or £600. The 
Go.-ernment will want to look at the matter 
all round, and will especially need to fix the 
payments as low as possible, because 15s. 
a week is as much as a worker can afford 
to pay at the pr<'sent time and rear his 
family. However, this is a very important 

question. and I hope the Go
[9.30 p.m'.] vernment will do all they can 

in building homes for the 
'' ork<'rs, because we know that the demand 
in and around this city at the present time 
is very great. 'IhBrc arc five or six people 
aft0r each house. Consequently, a man who 
owns property tak<•s advantage, and up goe~ 
thG rent, until a house of five or six roollli! 
anywhere within a ld. or 2d. section in 
bringing anything from £1 to £1 2s. 6d. per 
week. 'fhat is too much for the worker to 
have to pay. -

:Much has b<'<'n ,aid about the question 
of contract Yersus day labour. I favour the 
day-labour system under proper supervision, 
becau~" a contractor is not going to take on 
work unless h0 think;; he can mak<;! a profit 
out of it; and, if the contractor can make 
a profit, the Government can save that profit. 
:!.IPmbers of tlw Opposition know as well ae 
I do that thc:v would not take on a contract 
unless th<'y were going to mak<) a profit-no 
morE' would I nor anv other mcm:ber 
on this side-,.u. why not. be honest? The 
GoYernment, if they carried out the work by 
day labour, would sa Ye that profit; the work 
would h<; carried out better because there 
would bo no jobbing and putting in those 
ocrews hon. mem:bers are talking about to 
hold up the walls, and altogether we would 
have a thoroughly reliable building at less 
cost to the worker. Somebody made the 
sugg~stion that the workers' dwellings are 
erected by day labour. \Ve know that they 
are built by contract and they should not 
b8 so built. This Government have always 
stood up for the day-labour system. I want 
t,J see it used in this. instance, and I hope 
that the :Minist~r will try to devise some 
scheme whereby the workers will not have 
t-1 pay more than 15~. a week. 

;\fr. SWAYNE: I would like to draw the 
attention of the Minister to what appears to 
be an omission £tom this Bill, in regard to 
a matt<>r which does not seem to have been 
referred to during this debate. I refer to 
the question of assistance to those persons 
who go out to tlw <'onntn districts on from 2 
to lO:aCl'(' blocks. It is a matter to which ][ 
have frequently drawn the att~ntion of the 
Minister, and I find on page 414 of 
"Hansard," 1917, I asked the Treasurer-

"Arc holdero of sugar,.workers' blocks 
able to borrow money either from the 
Agricultural Bank or th& Workers' Dwell
ings Branch for the erection of their 
dwelling-houses? " 

The Treasurer replied
" No~ at present. 

considered if an 
The matter will be 

application for an 
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adYanc<' 1s made to the· Commissioner 
of th(• QuP~nsland GoYNnment Savings 
Bank." 

An application was made aEd was turned 
down, and, apparently, under the legislation 
as it stands, there is no powPr-at any rate, 
there· was no willingness-to meet the cases 
of such pm·sons. If there is one section of 
the workers in Queensland who deserve 
<'nnuragement more than an0ther it is per
sons like those I am speaki115 of. Instead 
of hanging about the towns, spending' their 
money as fast as they get it, they get out 
into tlw country and get their blocks-so 
far fairly good land has been picked for 
them-and if by any chance they are idle 
for a month or two the·v han• their own 
land to cuJtiyate; tlH'y are never short of 
food; they keep their own cow and their 
own pony and sulky, or whatever other kind 
of yebieh• thcv ehoose. If that dass of 
worker \Yere e·ncouragcd we should find that 
the hampering labour troubles of Queensland 
would to a great extent be minimised, and 
I think it is a crying shanw that no pro
Yision is made for State aid to build such 
persons cl, cPnt houses. I hope that beforn 
the measure goes through Committee the 
MinistN will accept an amendment which 
will include them. So far, where land has 
bee·n made· aYailahle it has been rushed, and 
if more wPr<' thrown open on those lines, 
there would be Yel'Y little need so far as the 
married people in the country districts, at 
any ratl', are· con~erned for the "C"nemployed 
\\T m·kers Bill. It must be apparent to the 
::\Iinister that if one class is more deserving 
of encouragement than another, it is those 
who are not attracted .by the cheap pleasure·s 
of town lifl'. but are willing to place them
selves in a position wi1ere, if thev are out of 
work, they haw something to fall back upon, 
and where. in the· food they grow for their 
own use, thf'y larg,.]y assist in increasing 
production. 

It seems to me thac members opposite are 
very impatient of criticism on this Bill. 
Whether they ha ye their doubb as to whe-ther 
the measure is all that it might be, and thev 
do not like to hear any reflection on it at all, 
I do not know, but, at the· same time, anv 
judicious criticism from this side does not 
appear to haYo been well reeeiYed. As to 
all this claptrap abouo want of sympathy on 
our part for anything of the kind, the best 
answer is that, under the A~t we passed 
some few years ago-the \\" orkers' Dwellings 
Ao't-.something Eke .£2,0Cl0,000 has bee>n. 
spent in furnishing home·s to workers; and, 
acco!'ding to the latest figures we have some 
4,000 persons have a;·ailed themselves ~f our 
l~gislation. I dare say that, if the full 
ligm·es were known, the total would prove to 
be between 5,000 ann 6.000. Onlv last vear 
the report disclosed that 458 persons ,;;ade 
successful a pnlications for advances-458 dif
ferent families were· rdieved of landlordism 
under our legislation- and a sum of £149,000 
was adYaJ>e<'d to them. 

I think that we a1e justified in drawing 
attention to one or t vo weak spots in this 
Bill. Om· of them iJ the coercion which is 
oxercise·cl in regard tc the tenure under which 
the land is to be held. Xo ~hoi~e is given: 
they must take perpetual lease. To listen 
to hon. members opposite expounding the 
virtues of pe·rpetual lease, one would come 
to the conclusion thd there could be no 
doubt as to which sy;tem is the b0st, and 
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if that j,; the> ca,e, wl.at harm would there 
be in giving th<' dw'c<' to borrowers? At 
the "mw rime. I think it is only right that 
they >honld have a ehoiee. 

As n'gar<l< thi'· qwe-.tion of day labour, 
_,-hich. l think, twarly eyery speaker hae. 
mcntion£'d, if we· took a ballot of practical 
mPn throughout Queensland-men who h~ye. 
b(~0n n~t~d to haYing vvork done and carrying 
our work-I believe thero would be a large 
majoritv in fayour of contract. I listflned 
to rh: hm. nwmbN· fo1· JYlackay telling us 
about tilt• happenings during the cyclone
how housP> wen• carriPd away and the blocks 
on whieh thev were built bent oyer in the 
gTnnncl. But 'hP omittc•d to give one of the
ino:;t glaring fai]ur·;; of the systen1 of day 
labour-! sHpposp he knew of it; if he has 
tt·avPilt·d in tlw district he must have seen it. 
I n•fer to the failure· of a big- railway bridge. 
h wa> built unckc tlw day-labour systf'm, and 
tht• foundations were faulty, with the result 
that ont~ big C'oncrete pi0r vvas carrie·d away 
bodily. Another pi~r ,,-as also carried away. 
It abo ,, as built under the dav-labour sv;;tom. 
It brok .. off short just abov'e its pediment, 
allCl th••_ breakage was eaused by want of 
c·onrinnit~- in 11nttinp; on the concr('te. a.llo\v
ing it to dry, and then pouring more 
c·mwrNt• on it, with the result that th<' 
two lot; of concrete did not properly run 
tog·etht•r. That careleseness cost some £12,000, 
m1d ir liung up an important section of the 
Xortlt Coast Railway for nearly twelve. 
month~. That is what happened under the 
day-labour ,ystem. \Yhcn people are going 
to borrow money to build their home, it is 
not rig·ht that we should make it essential 
for tl;l' work to be- done under the dav
labour 'y,;tem. That will add 50 per cer{t. 
to tlw east of the houses. Hon. gentlemC'n 
oppositE' say that they want the workers to 
get th<• houses as cheap as possible, but the 
day-labom· system \rill not accomplish that 
purposP. It will be a heayy bm,den on the 
workc•r<. The day-labour system is piling up 
an into]prable burden on posterity. It novr 
take's £2,000,000 to build the same length 
of railwa~- that could formerly be built for 
£1,000,000. Anyone who goes along the
railway line and sees what is happening 
thc•re will IH!Y(' 'Ome id< a of the day·labour· 
syst<'m und0r the present GoYernment. I 
lmO\v that in past Administrations thero were 
suppmtNs who fayoured the day-labour sys
tem, but. whatewr merits it possessed then, 
they an• utterly wanting now. The whole 
Rystein j~ \\Tong. and it is placing a heav:r 
load on those \Yho haYe t<J come after us. 
Coming hack to the sug·ar-workers' blocks, I 
would like the ::\.Iinister in charge of the Bill 
to act·Ppt an amendment in Committee pro
Yiding- for thosE' peopl0, and others, so that 
they may he able· to borrow money for th(• 
crN·tion of rh,•ir homes. There is no class of 
\\orkPrs so descning as they are. If that 
svstPm \YPre extended it would be mo&t 
<'.ffecriv••, and it clesen-es encouragement. 

::\Ir. KIR\YA~ (IJri.<IJant): I desire to 
nulkt) h fpw obst?rYations on this lneasurt'. 
I think it is gE'ncrally admitted by hon. 
m~mber,; on both sidcg of the House tlwt 
tlwre i~ a npcessitv for the 1ne.asure in 
Qm'<'!bland a.t the );resent time. It is one 
of tho'e problems that has been brought 
promi1wntl~· to the front as the result of the 
war. 1\"c heard from the hon. member 
fm· Burrum that the· GoYernment of Great 
Britain contemplated spending something like 
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£50,000,000 in connection with the housing 
~,<>heme. The Government of New South 
·wales have practically decided to deal with 
this important question, a.nd recently a Com
mission was appoint·ed by the Government of 
Yictoria in connection with the same ques
tion. A distinct recommendation was brought 
in by the Victorian Commission on the abso
lute ne·ce<-sity for dealing with the housing 
problem. Perhaps t,hert• was no greater 
imtance in which the necessity for this par
ticular question being dealt with in a. proper 
manner. and brought prominentlv forward 
under public notice, than the large number 
of unfits in Great Britain in connection with 
the late war. It was found, as a. result of 
i:he slum system in the great cities of Great 
Brita.in, that thNe was a material decrcasP 
so far as the eligible number of men for 
war purposes was coneerned. \Vhile it is 
·generally admitted that in the older citit'l 
-of the world the slum problem exists, some 
of us arc inclined to deny its existence so 
far as Australia is concerned. As a result of 
tlw recent influenza epidemic in the Southern 
·cities, the existencB of the slums was brought 
prominently before the public, and even in 
our eity, as a result of the influenza. epi
demic-though, fortunatelv, not of the same 
·virulent or fatal charade,: that characterised 
the Bpidemic in the Southern cities-and 
while every credit must be given to those 
good ladies who formed the nursing carp" 
for the assistance of the sick and distrt'ssed. 
as a result of their visits to the home" in 
and !'round the city of Brisbane, the slum 
quPstion was brought prominently under 
public notice. In an article which appeared 
in th0 "Daily Mail" of 5th July last. written 
by Mr. Randolph Bedford, I notic-e the 
following--

1\'Ir. ROBERTS : \Vho? 

:Mr. KIRWA~: I take it that a reputable 
paper like the "Dailv Mail'' does not pav 
fools to write in its columns. • 

Mr. RoBERTS : Surelv I am entitled to 
ask who wrote it ! · 

1\'Ir. KIR\V AN: I understood You wer<' 
asking in a sneering fashi~n. If votl did not 
intend to be sneering. I will withdraw what 
I said. 

Mr. RoBERTS : I am not in the habit of 
snPering. 

1\'Ir. KIRWAN: Then, I hope other hon. 
mc;n~ers opposite will follow your 0xample. 
Th1s IS what Mr. Bedford wrote-

" BRISBANE SLt:1IS. 
" (By Randolph Bedford.) 

" The visitor to Brisbane, seeing June 
glowing in the Botanic Gardens and 
burning in the poinsettia bv Parli~ment 
House, cannot think that in the Yallev 
there are slums as bad as anv in Surr~· 
Hills or Pyrmont, or Colli;J.o-wood o'r 
Richmond-which are almost :s uglv a.s 
t{lnements in the East End of Lon.don, 
but not quite as horrific, because th-erD 
is not darkness, and the povertv of "~us
tralia does not much more than smudo-e 
the sunlight. Yet the slums of Brisba~e 
are bad enough to be unbelieya,bJD with
out demonstration, and none wors~ than 
those in the Valley. 
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" There, in mean streets of pocket 
handkerchief allotm-ents, and rotting, 
verminous shacks, there are families 
living in one room; families living in 
mean houses of two and thrBe rooms, 
with sunlight showing through intermis
sions of ten minutes in the roof; a.nd 
rooms so small that the bed prevents the 
door opening more than half way ; rooms 
where unremitting industry, and a clean
line's almost fanatical in its attempts to 
maim bad look like good; white-ant 
eaten, and shealings which are merely 
camping grounds for cockroaches, and 
Pxcuse for the exaction of rentals ridicu
lously high. If ever the place deserved 
the name of Fortitude Valley, it does 
to-day, in recognition of the endless and 
courageous fight of the poor with a 
miserable. environment." 

A discussion took place in the Brisbane City 
Council upon that particular article, and the 
"Daily Mail" of the 15th July had the fol· 
!owing under the heading of " Bri&bane 
Sh.lll1S" :-

" BRISBANE HOUSES. 
" 'SOA~DALOUS SH.UIE.' 

"City ('ouncil's Discussion, 

"The 'Dailv Mail' has recentlv been 
calling public 'attention to the mi~erable 
hovels which exist in Brisbane, and the 
.aldermanic mind has been roused to the 
recognition of a state of affairs which 
is anything but a credit to the eity. At 
yesterday's meeting of the City Council 
the matter came up for discu,sion during 
the time for miscellaneous business, and, 
although no formal motion was passed, it 
was generally agreed that something 
should be done to abolish a long existing 
nuisance. 

" Alderman \Vilson said the council 
should bestir itself to get an amendment 
of the Act to give the council power to 
get rid of the unsightly places and slums 
in the citv. They had seen a great deal 
of these · places during the epidemic. 
They had seen places which should be 
•pulled down in Fortitude Valley, but 
they need not go to the Valley to find 
them. There was one a stone's throw 
away in Queen street, and another in 
Elizabeth street. It was a scandalous 
shame for any capital city to have such 
dilapidated buildings, 

" Alderman 1\'laxwell said he knew of 
cases in which four-roomed houses were 
inl1abited bv four families. Until recently 
he had been under the impression that 
such a condition of affairs did not exist. 
He had a hazv recollection that some 
time ago Aldermim Barry had introduced 
a resolution on this matter, and that it 
had been referrBd to a special committee. 
He would like to know what had become 
of it. There could be no advancement in 
a citv like Brisbane whilB such structures 
-if ·one could call them that-were 
allowed to exist. At present, so long as 
a place ''as decla;·ed to be in a sani~ary 
state, the council could do nothmg. 
While the Act remained as it was at 
present the council was blocb1d from 
making Brisbane what it ought to be." 

It will be recognised that the conditions in 
Brisbane are such as to justify the Government 



TVorkers' Homes Bill. [23 SEPTE~IBER.] Trorkers' Homes Bill. 947 

in 1nakiug a lllOYe in this n1attter. ...1\.nyone 
who has studied the question of housing 
must recognise how much it is associated 
with health, and something even more impor
tant than health. Hovels and slums are to a 
large extent breeding-grounds for crime. In 
1:lw Sydnt'y ''Sun" of 2nd IIIav last the 
following al'tide dealing with the question 

..of youthful homicides appear<'d :-

"YOl.iTHFcL HoMICIDES. 
" ~O>IE STARTLIXG TRAGEDIES. 
" Better Social Conditions. 

" Proposals for Reform. 
"Criminologists the world over l1ave 

for many years been paying special atten
tion to the investigation of the causes of 
"rimes by youths. 

" A lea·ding medical man in Sydney 
does not hesitate to say that slum-life. 
with its sordid side, has 'been respon,;ible 
for the development of most of the 
eriminals of the world, esperi ally those 
who huve shown the homicide.! turn. 

" Better Conditions of Living. 

'·'In the first place.' he remarked, 
when interviewed, 'the housino- problem 
is one of vast importance. Cl~aner con
ditions of living, more open space•,, more 
sunlight. and the cleanliness of and good 
entertainment in the home have an effect 
which must make for beneficial results. 
Another phase is education. The Govern
ment has provided ex-cellent schools e.nd 
it is " great duty of par<>nts to se~ that 
their children receive a liberal edu"ation. 
and that thev are not sent out in the 
world to hittle along with ,tunted 
brains.' " 

Even quite rec<>ntlv in the old 1vorld, in 
:[;ondon itself, Her· ::\1'ajPsty the Queen ·was 
.ocmpelled to nsrt the slum areas of that city. 
I find that in the "Brisbane Courier" of 
20th March last there appeared the following 
ooble:-

" Co~nrnoxs oF THE PooR. 
" London, Tue,day. 

"Her ::\Iajesty the Queen is displaving 
t~e. keenest interest in the housing 'con
drtrons of the country. Her :I,Iajesty 
·walked through the poorer streets of 
Bethnal Green, one of London's working 
class quarters, and paid surprise visits to 
the people. The Queen was shocked to 
find a family of eight living in two 
rooms." 

· It is pleasing to know that Her Mujesty the 
Queen has taken suffkient interest in the 
underworld, and in a great number of her 
eubj ects, to see the conditions in which thev 
live. Certainly it is a contrast to Bucking
ham Pe.lace or 'Windsor Castle. If we go to 
New South Wales we find that the Govern
ment there are dealing with this question. 
One would imagine from the speech delivered 
by the hon. member for Murilla to-night that 
Queensland was the only State in the, Com
mo:1wea)th, and th~ only country in the world, 
whrch rs faced w1th the housing problem. 
The> hon. member made an extraordinarv 
statement-e·xtraordinarv, but characteristi,; 
of the man who made it. He said that th~ 
Bill is necessary because of the bad financial 
conditions of the workers in Queensland. 

The hon. member knew when he· made 
that statement that he was not speaking the 
truth. In :\Yew Sout1r 'Wal<'s, ::\Ir. Hall, 
a"cording to a rt'port in the ::\Ielbourne 
"Age " of 12th August, said-

" The policy of the landlords had 
forced the Government to grapple with 
the housing problem. since the a.-erage> 
houseowner when called upon to d""ide a 
tenancy between a woman with a poodle 
in her arms and another with a child 
generally decided in favour of the former. 
The tenancv of the Government's houses 
would be decided on the opposite lines, 
and prefprence woukl be given to the 
working- people with the largest families 
and returned soldiers. The activities of 
the Government would apply equally to 
the town and citv if the conditions de
manded it, <md i't was proposed in the 
amending Local Go.-ernment Bill to give 
local authorities the power to take up the 
work if thev saw fit. All the best features 
of De.cevville would be reproducNl in the 
scheme to be launched here.'' 

That speech was -deli.-ered by Mr. Hall. the 
Minister for Housing in Xr)W South \Y ales, 
speaking at Albury. 

Mr. ~lOORE: A Xational Government. 

Mr. KIRWAl\': I am only quoting this to 
show the untenable position taken up b.v the 
hon. member for Murilla. He said that the 
only countrv in the WQrld requiring a hous
ing' scheme· was a country where a La hour 
Government \Vas in power. 

Mr. ROBERTS: Are you ;m·e he said that? 

Mr. KIRWAX: That is what he intended 
to infer. He said the Bill was necessary 
bec-ause of the bad financial condition of the 
workers in Queensland. The inference con
veyed to the public is that, through the 
financial administration of this Government, 
the workers of Queensland are unable to get 
homes, and, therefore, it is necessary to 
introduce this Bill. They are dealing with 
the question in Victoria, although in the 
usual fashion which characterises the 'Liberal 
GoYernments-that is. the~· are promising to 
deal with the matter. The Premier there 
quit-e recently got very angry in Parliament 
when it was suggested by the members of 
the Opposition that he was only fooling with 
the question of vrofiteering. He said the.t 
the Government were anxious to deal with 
the question and would appoint a commis
sion. That "ommi&,ion put in its report 
three weeks ago. and so far it has not been 
published. 

Mr. BEBBI~GTOX: The Queensland commis
sion has not ,tarted yet. 

Mr. KIRWAN: ·when they do start no 
more 'determined opponent will be found 
than the hon. member who is interjecting. 

l\Ir. BEBBI~GTOX: Try to do something. 

Mr. KIRW AX: This Government is a 
Government of action, and as far as thev 
have been permitt-ed by the Opl1osition and 
their friends next door have ·done what they 
could. 

Mr. BEBBIKGTOX: Xot w;th the profiteer. 
You let him go on. He is excepted because 
you are supporting him, and YOU arc the 
biggest profiteers. " 

Mr. ]{irwan.] 
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:VIr. KIR\YA::\: As an illustradon in ,np
port of 111~~ statPl1H'llt abont tho:-:t:\ Htrrt f',~ 
which arc um1f•r ::\at ion a] Gov0rn m nt. cno 
of th0 architer·ts who gav<' tevicknc • ht•fc,r<' 
the IntPrstatl} C'ommiBsion in :VIclbourne in 
connection with the hon<inrr problPm, •aid 
in :!\i<>lhourne tlwv "·ere 8,000 hmbes short of 
the- nt•cessary accC>nlnloclation. 

:::\lr. ROBERT~: Von kncnv that tlwn• has 
bPt-n a ;;careity of 111alerial. 

:::\Ir. KIR\YA::\: :\IPn could not lw lighting 
at tht· front and hnilding: hou;;es at tlw <'ame 
tin1f'. It is often statrd against thi~ Govflrn
nwnt that land sAtlement has not gone 
ahead; but ininuldiatPly you :-.a~· that thn 
men ·wtlnt to thP front hon. nH .. 'IUbPr~ oppof'itt" 
laugh. Bm nmv wlwn it Hlit-. thP hem. mem
ber for Ea:o-t Toowocnnha to ~aY that it if: 
b(•C'au:--f\ of thP :-.careitv of nHltl•ri'al aud nwn. 
it is quite right. Tl1P po:;;ition in \~idoria 
i"S :'.O acuh• that onP of thP land agPtJtf' vd1o 
gave t•vidcncP bpfon• the conunis-.,ion :-:aid 
that it wa~ not an unusual thing to IW:V £2 
for tlw kPY of a house·. in ordt•l' to get first 
in a;~ far~ a:-; thP vacaU<'Y was rolH'(•rn<•rl. 
\Yhile I tli"lgrPP "ith tht'' hon. member for 
:U.Iurilla in r0gard to bi:--~ ~rntPnll'nt a:-3 to the 
nN't'ssity for thi' Bill. I agree "ith him on 
th{'· qne:'tion of the pn•ction of h•nf>nlcnt~. 
111e hon. HlPinhf'r statf'rd hi~ ohju<'tion to 
tt·nempnt~. anU he it- on good ground in that 
direction. Quite rP('Pntly, an An1crican 
schPnw has been brought in to the South,•rn 
States. showing the number of rooms that 
~ou <'an ere(·t and th<• r·PYPllUf' Yon <"an 
d<>riYe from tht>m on an allotmt•nt' 60 ft•Pt 
by 60 ft'< t. That would be> hripgiug in the> 
slun1 area \Vith a vPngPancP. I agTf'e with 
the hon. mPmbPl' for :\lurilla that thl'rt' 
shoukl be a ·di,tiuct cottage m· homP for 
each fa1nil~~, and that. a~ far as tlw tpnetnent 
area is concerned. ''"'' ~hould cut it out. 

At 10 o'clock p.m .. 
Thl' SPEAKER rP>unwd the chair. 

Mr. KIRWA::\ (eontinuing): It was 
also pointed out in connection with the 
housing scheme. by on<' of the l!'ading archi
tects of :Vlelbourne~and this is an aspect 
which tlw :Ylinister might well take into 
consideration~that if a ~tandardised system 
were adopted of. say, half-a-dozpn typPJ< of 
housE's, according to tlw necessities of the 
various sizes of families, they could be built 
mueh cheaper than by building th<'m one or 
two at a tinw. I think there is something 
in the suggestion, and. ('Dining fron1 a pro
fe~sional man. it certainly is worthy of 
consideration. \Ye found during our travels 
on the Railwav Commission that some diffi
culty was exp'erienced in plac<>s like Cion
curry. It was pointed out by the heads of 
the ·department there that they were com
pelled in the majority of instance>s to accept 
single nwn so far as that far-distant portion 
of the railway system was concerned; and 
th<' chief trouble was that these men could 
not secure acconunodation at boarding-hou;;C,'3, 
but had to board at hotels. If the RailwaY 
Department went in for a scheme> of building 
houses at Cloncurry they would be enahled 
to gPt the sm·vices of married men, and, 
generally speaking. get better sNYice so far 
as the Railway Department was concerned. 
At the present time the men are sent from 
Townsville or Charters Towers. They are 
sent for only six months, and the cost has 
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to he bornP of '-'endino· then1 back. There i$ 
a Pontinual change of men, which is _ina~
' isabl~ '" far as that particular sern~e ~s 
c·onc<'rnPtl. _\]together I think thl' Blll lS 

one that should pass Yery spee·dily through 
tlw How.<'. I think the hon. gentlemen on 
r ht• opposit" si de ha ye an opport.unity of 
~bowing their ;o.;inc0rity by pass:Inf..( th1s 
Bill. I hopP, when it gets to another place, 
it will not ht~ found among the " slaughtered 
innocPnt>.'' l •ut that it will be plac0d on the 
,tatntc-hook. and the Secretary for Publ:c 
\Yorks will hav0 the pleasure of seemg Jt 
put into OJWra tion and the 9-o:ernnwnt p:et 
thP eret!it. as far as Australia IS con<'erned. 
of l>Ping- th<' lirot GoYernment to tacklr• this 
flUP~tiou in a. :-:tatesn1anlike rnanner. 

Gon:R:\~IE:\T :\IDlBERS: Hear. he:u ! 

:\Ir. ::\lOO HE (A. nbi[!n!f): Seeing th~tt. lpf.t 
y._\a1· \YP hatl a town planning Pxl11b1t10n 
;Yllich brought to Brisbane d.e1t"'g·!ttP~ fro.rn 
all thP othPl' States. and that m J:\0w South 
\Yal<'' th<'Y haYe a· Town Planning Bill at 
prt'f.<'nt. iJ0forP tho House. I rather r?gr?t 
that such a. Bill has not been brought m m 
conjunction with a Bill which is going to 
de>al "·ith the t>rection of houses fm· ."·orb·:·' 
in all parts of tlll' State. In comwC'twn wnh 
that I wonltl likt• to quote a rPmark made 
bv thP Governor-General when hC'- \vas open
ii1g a CtlllfC'rPnce in Adelaide. He said~ 

.. It i,; one that affects not the capital 
<·itit•s alone, hut town and townships al~o. 
For town planning is. but a n1e~ns t~ 
an t•ntl. end that Pnd IS the crea t10n or 
c·onYf\lliPnt comfortable houses in an 
t'llYiromnt';lt propitious to industry. wcll
hr·ing·. and happiness, and such hou~P'!O 
a.rl' a:-:; nl'c>essarv in a. to\Ynship outhack as 
in a f'apital." · 

He wPnt on fnrthc•r to say-
.. Ii Pn" one of our 1nain consicl{'rations 

i-. to produce ,hady strepts and park>, 
and house"· that will not be 0\-ens for 
thP wonwnfolk. who necessarily spend 
manv hours of the ·day with too oftl'n 
mil< a tin ,-!Jpet lwtwePn them and the 
~nn. 

In this Bill. what I object to principally is 
that tlw :::\linistor is to be the man to 
adinini~h·r tlll' whole A.ct. It i~ too big a. 
hubiness for a :Vlinister to acfmlnister solely. 
You should have som<' experts whPn you are 
go in o· to o·o in for a housing schen18~ 
rnd~ubtPdl~ the best proposition I have seen 
or r<'ad of ;,. the group system, or the modo! 
Rnhurb. _\ :Yiinister cannot possibly spare 
the timP. and he has not the information 
aYailable. that an expert would have. In 
c·onnection with the question of housing a.t 
the town planning exhibition at Adolaide 
it is =->aid-

,, Special care will be necessary in t_he 
administration of this Act. The admm
iHration r0quire\';) three persons .. Fi~s~, 
th(:_• husines~ 1nan, then the sociolog-r&t, 
thf' man whose function is to see the beo-t 
conditions provided for the people; then 
the con,tructional expert, to see that 
Pwrything devised is practical. as "·ell 
as artistic. The reason why I suggest 
the business man first is that there will 
always hP a danger of a theorist getting 
off the track of the practical, :.nd, aft,,. 
all, finance is the basis of every successful 
moyement designed for permanency." 
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I suppose many members here haYe seen 
DaeeyYille, in New South Wales, and the 
cottages erected there. They certainly breed 
in the people who live in them an artistic 
~ense, because obviously those people take a 
pridP in their houses. If w·e are going to 
build workers' homes in Queensland I think 
the best principle would be to build them 
on such lines as would lead to the same sense 
b·;ing brought into being in the peopl<' who 
livP in tlwm. I think a board, on which 
ther(> wiJl be an architect, i:; U llPCCSSitY. 
It sa0·s at page 63- · 

.. In order to deYelop a c·omplcte and 
workable scheme, not on\y is it !Wce>sarv 
to han• recourse to th0 brains of th(, 
architect,. the engineer, the t-'Ul'YPyor, the 
lanchcape architect, and the financial 
c•xpc•n. lmt the arehit<>d whose assiHtance 
must he sought should be an architect 
with tlw particular kind of experiPncc 
and training necessary to c~nahlf• hin1 to 
deal with thP S)l!'cial problPm,; of town 
planning. So with the engineer and 
utlwr l'Xperts. '' 

::\"ow. frolll the• voint of viPw not onh· of tlw 
hnu::-inp:. hnt of the ln~st "\VUY to niake the 
nach; approaching to them: and for the, 
&.·1 nitary and gerH_).ral convPnit.~nees of thf~ 
g,._,ttl<•Bwnt. it requires an pxpert. In 1nanv 
''·''"''· iu tlw town-planning scheme,;, the}· 
t:)ok a place liln~ Lismore-, plannt>d a~ it b 
at the Jll"Psent time, and as it ;,houlcl loe 
undN an <'XpPrt schPnw; and in that the 
<'ost of roa·rls "\vas reduced, in vcrv 1nan'V" 
i, ,;tanc"'· by 40 per cent. Th" reawn for 
thar wa,;. b0ing planned bv <'XlJPrt" in town 
planning. th('Y .tnade. for eCoi}orny in upkeep, 
1n tlw nwans of gettmg to the places, and in 
the• lesspr lengths and width required. and 
in the conyeni!'nces proYided for the people 
who WL're going to live in the houses. After 
all. thP'E' things cannot bco ·done bv a :Nlin· 
ister. I do not suppose he has anvbodv who 
is an Pxpert in that class of w,";rk in the 
<iepartmPnt, bPcausP it is altogethPr a new 
hraneh. I think in a scheme like this, where 
1ve arP g·oing to n1ake a ne"\Y departure, it 
would hP lL wise thing for the Ministpr to 
gl't hold of a man who is an expert in this 
<'la's of work, one who is prepared to give 
his timP to the work. There are manv in 
Queen,;laud; we saw that at the exhibition, 
wlwrc a number of men were prepared to 
coml' forward and giY<' their Yiews. ~'e 
have two or three men who are tremendouslv 
keen. and their advice on a matter like thi's 
would be inYaluable. The laying out of a 
st>ttlenwnt. the laying out of roads in the 
best po,sible way so that there will be the 
lea;;t ex]wns<' in keeping them up afterwards 
and in making the allotments so that everv: 
body will haYe a proper outlook, and so that 
ther<' "·ill b, no allotments left b<'hind, can 
only lw done by a board, and not hv a 
:Mini>tC'r. \Yho is going to delegate his WOrk 
perhal"· to a servant in one of the dPpart: 
ment•. 

:\Ir. H.\RTLEY; \Vho will pay for them under 
that >cheme? 

)•h. :\IOORE: It will be paid for time 
alter tnw• by the Pxtra conveniences, and 
th.• bettPr laying out of the allotments, if it 
is clmw by a board of experts. 

:\Ir. H.IRTLEY: \Yho would find the money 
in rhe first instance f<;>r that board? 

i\Ir. :\IOORE: The money is saYed in the 
HE>l'c' cc·onomieal la:cing out of the settlement 

so as to get a gr<'a ter number of allot
nwnt> a.nd pro]wr garden and pla.ygrounds, 
and a great<'r amount of conYPnience in 
regard to the roads and other features. The 
Governmpnt ir; going to benefit; it is not 
going to be an expens<'. 

:\Ir. H.IRTLEY: They will be only another 
branch of a Government department. 

::\Ir. l\IOORE : They will be a branch of 
0xp0rts. In the Government departments 
you have not got the experts. The town
vlanning ~ehPnH: is ('Olllparatively llE'\V as far 
a=' QnPPn:dand 1~ concerned. and as far as 
An:"tralia i~ concerned. \Ye can sPe the 
arlvantagP of having expert::; by looking at 
t!H' modl'l suburb in :'oiew South \Vales. If 
tlmt a·dvantagc is to be gained by employ
iug an pxpt)rt. we should have an expert in 
QuPl'nslawl, rather than a man who will 
han• to l<·arn hi" bnsinPss by experi:inent and 
<}xpPriPne<' at tlw 0xpense of Hw purC'haspr-.; 
of th<• ho•tH's. \Yln· should not thP lVIini8t.'r 
<lC'CP!lt aih·ic<' fron; a board who will make 
a ,;tn<ly of the whole matt<'!''? The present 
cutting-up of Govprnment townships leave'\ 
a grPat ch,al to be -clPsirPd, and that might 
hP aYoidPd if we> had a hoard of experts. 
Anotlwr qtH''tion is the elass of house to be 
lmilr. whPthPr to hP built of wood, in·ick, or 
ePnH•nt. Iu tlw rc>port of thP Town Planning 
C'onfPl'<'lH'<'. illustrations an• givC'n of the 
elao,; of hous0s \vhich ar<' built, the total 
r·ost of thenl, thP rent. alld so on, and thPy 
arc dOf'idPdlv instructive. OnP house illus
h·atecl i,; a !Jew tvpc> of home built in 1917, 
<·ontaining hall, living room, two bPdrooms, 
kitehPn and laundrv combined, bathroom, 
pantry. etc.; avPrag{' cost £280. let at 14s. 
per we0k. Another hons!' built in 1916 eon
taim a living room. two bedrooms, kitchen. 
bathroom. etc., and is let at an economic 
rPnt of 13s. JWr we!'k. 

An Hoxot"RABLE :.V!E:~IBER : To< that at Dacey; .. 
vil!P? 

Mr. :.VIOORE: YPs, that is at Daceyville. 
\Y C' shall have to take into consideration 
whetlwr a woodPn house> in Qneensland will 
be the most economic and nseful for the 
]mrposPs for which the'e houses are to be 
built. This is a matter which should b.;: de
cided before the houses are bnilt. There is 
anoth0r mattC'r about which I am rather 
anxions. Clause 8 provides that-

,, The Ministcor may cause any work 
to bp done on su~h land for the purpose 
of rendering it fit for the use to which 
it !llay be put nnd<'r this Act." 

But it says nothing whatever about roads, 
though the quPstion of roads may h0 a very 
important one in these model suburbs. We 
ought to know whether in cutting up estates 
tlw road' will bP ma.c\c by the GoYcrnment 
or left to tlw municipalities to carry out. 
Then. again, dause 25 says-· 

"1'ntil anv home whereof the Minister 
is the ownf'~ has bPcome the subject of 
a contract of sale under this Act. the 
:\.Iinistf'l' mav Id such, home and the 
a ppurtenaut iand to any person on such 
n1onthh: or wPddv tenauC'v and at 
:--n<'h re ut and Oll :'i~l('h OthPr' h)l'Ill~ and 
<"OINiition:-- a:4 nuty b0 unrtually ag-rPc-d 011. ,. 

As far as I can ePe no rates are to be paid 
tu thP local authoritY; if rate-; are to be paid, 
thn that Bhoulcl be' rnade quite clear in the 
Bill. In :::\ew South \Yalcos rating did !Wt 

Mr, Moor~.j 
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take place until the houses were occupied, 
and there was continual trouble with the 
municipalities over the matter, as on s~veral 
occasions they complained that they were not 
getting rates from many of the houses, and 
y~t were expected to do the work. vVe do not 
want to have the same trouble in Queensland. 
under the Local Authorities Act the local 
authoritic"> have power to compel an owner to 
make roads before thev allow an estate which 
has been cut up to be sold, but where the 
Crown is concerned the:v will not be able to do 
that. so that it is desh:able that such matters 
should be clearly dealt with in the Bill. I 
trust the Treasurer will take these matters 
into consideration when the Bill is being 
dealt with in Committee. Another point 
that has struck me in connection with the 
purchase of homes is, how these homes are 
to be allotted? Are they to be balloted for, 
or is the allotm·ent of the several homes to 
b·' left entirely to the Minister? According 
to the Bill the whole administration of its 
provisions is to be left to the Minister; he 
can say who is to occupy a home, and who 
i<> an undesirable person to have as a neigh
bour. I think an independent board should be 
appointed, so that the administration of the 
measure will not be left entirely to one man. 
The Minister will be able under the Unem
ployed 'Workers Bill to order a local 
authority to do certain things, and under 
this measur~ he will be able to decide 'who 
shall occupy the houses which are to be built 
as homes for workers. I should like to see 
scme modifi<·ation in that provision whereby a 
board will be appointed to whom applicants 
may have the right of appeal, and so that 
they will hav~ time to properly attend to the 
business of administering th" measure, and 
that occupiers of homes may not have unde
sirable neighbours forced upon them'. We 
have had outside relief given by unions, and 
'"" do not want to have recommendations 
made by industrial or other political bodies 
when it comes to the question of housing the 
p~ople. \Ve want some board in whom the 
people will ha.-e confidence, so that, if a man 
is a non-unionist, he will be entitled to 
secure a home, just the san1c as a unionist. 
Under the m.;thod of deciding under this 
Bill I am afraid there will be a large number 
of people >vho will be shut out. \Vhen we 
are introducing a Bill to provide for the 
housing of the people ev~ryone should have 
the same opportunity, and no disability 
placed on one section of the community, 
owing to politira~ or union principles. 

Question-That the Bill he now read a 
second time-put and passed. 

The consideration of the Bill in Committee 
was made an Order of th0 ·Day for to-morrow. 

BRISBA:'\E TRA::\1\VAY FCRCHASE 
BILL. 

~Jl:S:<AGE FRO:ll THE Con;;CIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
a mesRage frc{m the Council returning this 
Bill with amendments. 

The considE'ration in Committef' of the 
Council's amendments was made ~n Order 
of the Day for to-morra>Y. 

The Hous<' adjourn.;cl at twenty-five 
minutes past 10 o'clock p.m. 

[Mr. Moure. 

Increased Production, Etc. 




