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Questions. [19 SEPTEMBER.] Questions. 869 

FRIDAY, 19 SEPTE~IBER, 1919. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \Y. Le·nnon, Hcrbert) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock p.m. 

CmBIISSI01'\ TO ADMINISTER OATH 
OF ALLEGIANCE. 

'1':1e SPEAKER: I have to inform the 
House tLat I have received from His Excel­
lency the Governor a commission authoris­
ing me to administer the oath of allegiance 
to new members, which commission I now 
direct the Clerk to read to the House. 

The commission was read by the CLERK. 

QUESTIONS. 
DISCHARGED S'OLDIERS' SETTLEMENTS. 

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa), in the absence of Mr. 
Sizer, asked the Minister in charge of 
soldiers' land se·ttlements-

" \Yill he make provisions during the 
present session to bring the returned 
munition workers under the benefits of 
the Discharged Soldiers' Settlement Act, 
or extend to them similar benefits in 
connection with land settlement?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. J. H. Coyne, Warrego) replied-

" The matte·r is under consideration." 

LAND AND INCOME 'l'AXES DURING ABSENCE ON 
MILITARY DUTY. 

Mr. FRY, in the absence of Mr. Sizer, 
asked the Treasurer-

" Are soldiers liable, on their return 
to Queensland, for the full amount of 
land and income tax accrued during the 
pe·riod of their absence at the front?" 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chi/lagoe) replied-

" In cases where the income derived 
from land has decreased owing to the 
absence of the owne•r, allowance has been 
made under section 46 of the Act, and 
penalties for late payment have been 
remitted. No income tax has been 
charged on the- military pay of a sol·dier, 
but bx was levied on income derived 
from any business in which he was inter­
ested and which was carried on during 
his absence, and on any salary paid by 
his late employer, and on income from 
property. A rebate• of tax has been 
allowed in all cases in which it has been 
proved to the Commissioner that the 
business of the soldier suffered owing to 
his absr,nce." 

PUBLIC DEFENDER NOT AVAILABLE IN McVEIGH 
MuRDER CAsE. 

lVl:r. ROBERTS (East Toowoombn) asked 
the Attorney-General-

" 1. Has his attention been called to 
the leading article appearing in the 
'Darling Downs Gazette ' of 11th Sep­
tember, based upon the fact that the 
public defender was not available to 
defend a Mrs. McVeigh, tried for mur­
der before the Circuit CouTt at Too­
woomba on 9th instant ? 

"2. \Vas any application made by Mrs. 
Me V eigh for a defender? 

"3. If so, why was it not granted?" ~ 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. T. J. 
Ryan; Barcoo) replied­

" 1. No. 
"2. No. 
"3. See answe·r to No. 2." 

PURCHASE OF LYNDHURST STATION. 
Mr. :'.10RGAN (J.lurilla) asked the Min­

ister in charge of state enterprises-
" 1. \Yas Lyndhur,t Station purchased 

by the Government from Mr. J. H. S. 
Barnes '? 

" 2. Is this the same Mr. Barnes from 
whom Wando Vale was purchased? 

"3. Upon whose• (a) inspection, (b) re­
port, was the station purchased?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. T. J. Ryan, Barcoo) 
replied-

" 1. Yes. 
"2. \Vando Vale was not purchased 

from Mr. J. H. S'. Barnes, but from his 
wife. 

"3. (a) and (b) General manager, State 
stations.'' 

REPORT OF PcBLIC SERVIC'E BOARD. 
Mr. GRAYSON (Cunningham), in the 

absence of Mr. G. P. Barnes, asked the 
Premier-

" 1. ·when was the last report of the 
Public Service Board issued and pub­
lished? 

" 2. When is it intended to issue and 
publish the next report of the board?" 

The PREMIER replied-
" 1. During session of 1917. Table•d 

16th October, 1917. 
" 2. The report is in course of prepa­

ration.'' 
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SUSPENSION OF SAVINGS BANK OFFICER. 
Mr. FRY asked the Premier- · 

"1. Has his attention been drawn to 
an open letter to the Premier appear­
ing in the· September issue of ' The State 
Service,' the official organ of the Public 
Service General Officers' Association of 
Queensland, in the course of which a 
paragraph appears calling attention to 
the case of a Savings Bank officer who 
was suspended by the- Commissioner about 
eight months ago? 

" 2. Did the Acting Premier call for a 
report as promi,ed on the 28th August 
last? 

"3. Will the report be furnishe-d; if 
so, when?" 

The PREMIER replied­
" 1. No. 
"2 and 3. Inquiries will be made." 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS. 

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy): I desire to 
make a personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the hon. member for l:itzroy 
be allowed to make a personal explanation? 

HONOURABLE :MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. HARTLEY: In speaking in the House 
on WednPsdav last on the motion of the 
hon. member for Oxley for the ad;ournmen:o 
of the House, I am reported in "Hancard," 
:\o. 13, page 777, as making the following 
remarks-

" It is a w•ry remarkable thing that 
this motion is moved this '1ft•:rncon bv 
a man who was present at a meeting of 
NationalH;ts after the terrible turmoil 
in this city during the month of :March, 
whc>n police constables in the £:Xecution 
of their duty were wounded at 1\Ierivale 
·.t.reet, when the '' Standard " office was 
threatened bv returned soldiec·s. misl.-d 
by men of the calibre of hon. g~ntlemen 
opposite. The h>ader of the (Jpposl1;ion 
on tha.t occasion said, ' \V e a. re coming 
to a happi-er time.'" 

That is a correct report of my remarks on 
that occasion. \Vhat I 11 ant to point out 
is that yesterday the leader of the Cpposi- · 
tion, in commenting upon a portion of my 
speech quoted me as saying-

" The leader of the Opposition on that 
occasion said, ref,erring to the oco1uion of 
the meeting in Albert Square·, whi<c•l 
the hon. member for Port Curtis had 
mentioned, ' \V e are coming to happier 
tin1es.' " 

I pointed out to the hon. rr.emh'" at the 
time by way of interjection, and afterwatx!s 
by rising to a point of order, that I c:id not 
mention the words " Albert Squaro" on that 
occasion. I did not refer to the menting in 
Albert Squar-L·. But the hon. rn•onlbc•r in­
si~ted in the assumption that tha.t was the 
mc•et.ing I referred to. I want to explain 
that that ''·as not the meeting I refened to, 
as the hon. nlE'mber could easilv have ascer­
tained ha·d he done as I ask;,a him, and 
looked at the preceding senten·.·c. Had he 
done that he would have se-en tint I referred 
to the time "after the terrible turmoil ·' 
during the month of March. 'i'hc m'eeting 
the hon. member for Port Curti:' referr cd to, 
and which was mentioned hy the hon. 

[M1 Hartley. 

membe·1·, took place on the 28th March, 
whereas the meeting I referred to took place 
on tlw 4th Anril in the hon. member's con­
stituencY of Toowong, and before his own 
Katiomil Demc·cratic party, so that <'ould not 
be one and the pame utterance or refer to the 
Rarne occasion as. the i1on. 1nen1b~ r ·w1sht.d 
to make it appear was the C'l'•J. FLirthe1·, 
I wish to explain for th,, sam.e n•:1son that 
n1y r·Pmark as regards the st.tt2n1Pn~ cf the 
leader of the Opposition in the same 
" Hansard " must ~tand. This is the etate­
ment I attributed to the h'acler of tlw Opposi­
tion-

" The returned soldi, rs ha·:·" now hid 
it down that thev ar·e not going to ~tand 
for disloyalty, 'and would see that a 
different state of things <>xi,t·ccl in the 
future. He would say, 'Go0::l luc-k to 
them and the ooncr the fHllcst results 
of their efforts were obt~incd the better 
it would be for the cou ~'cry ' " 

The comment of the le tdnr of the Opposi­
tion that he made vestcrday in commcntmg 
on mv remarks that he ad.-is<:-1 the soldiel'IS 
to observe the law and act :.1 a con,;tituti~nal 
manner does not affect my statemun, bec~use 
that statement was made after that meetmg. 
But eYidently his ideas h~d undergone a 
change, because what I haYll n;ad was the 
advice he tendcrNl to t!'e NatiOn'd Demo­
cratic partv in his -1wn elcct,wate at that 
61ne. I 1i1ake tlti.s cxpl?.,n;iti'J:l w1til the 
object of giving the Hod._.e the fu:l,•st infor­
mation on the subject. The report of tLat 
meeting can be found in be '· Courier " of 
the 5th April, in which th·J'1e n tnarks <Jre 
reported. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: \~hat is wrong with them, 
anyhow? 

Mr. HARTLEY: I am not saying what 
is wrong with them. \Vhat I am objecting 
to is the comment on my speech which made 
it app-ear that I was in error or giving a 
false statement, whereas the hon. member 
was simply drawing .a red herring ac>·oss 
the track trving to make it appear that the 
occasion I 'refer to was the meeting in 
Albn-t Square. I make these remarks that 
the members of the House and others may 
judge who were inciting to revolution and 
riot. 

Mr. CARTER (I'm·t Curti.>): I dCBire to 
make a personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the desire of the 
House that the hon. member for Port Curtis 
be allowed to make a personal explanation? 

HONOURABLE ::\fE"'IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. CARTER :Yesterd<ty, the hon. memb~r 
for Toowong made an. attempt to lead ~hts 
Honse. and the pubhc outside,. to beb<;ve 
that I had made a statement, m speakmg 
of his speech in Albert Square, that was 
untrue. \Yhen the hon. member got up on 
that occasion, with a nnmb2r of member<> 
on that si-de of the Chamber-a number of 
rejected, -disgruntled cand_idates for P.arlia­
ment and a number of thc1r personal fnends, 
he m'ade a speech which would fill, at least, 
half a page of the "Courier." 

Mr. "1-IORGAN : Is this a personal explana­
tion? 

Mr. CARTER: Yes, it is. You mako­
vours if vou like. There were two or threo­
inches gi:Ven in the "Courier" to the hon. 
member for Toowong, and he would lea-d 
this House to believe that that was a rc>port 
of his speech. These speeches were mado 
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under the cover of a loyalty meeting. We 
know there are many speeches made under 
that .cover and many attempts to deceive the 
pubhc of Queensland. The true loyalists are 
those who are loyal tci Queensland and uhe 
people of Queensland, and incidentally !oval 
to the whole Empire. The hon. member for 
Toowong made statements quite in accord 
with those made in his own electorate. Thev 
were a bitter attack upon various members of 
this party, particularly upon the Premier and 
the Treasurer-the then Deputy Premier. 

Mr. MACARTKEY: You are a liar. (Uproar.) 

Mr. CARTER: I my·,elf was attacked by 
one of those men, and the hon. member 
knows he is lying when he Fays that; because 
Mr. Gelston--

Mr. FRY : I rise to a point of order. Is 
the hon. member for Port Curtis in order 
in making a general defence of eyerybody 
inside and outside the House, and charging 
the leader of the Opposition with making 
false statements? It is an abuse of the 
privilege of this House. He has asked the 
privilege of the House to make a speech 
which, to my mind, is untrue. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: I rise to a point of 
order. Is tlw hon. member for Toowong in 
order in calling the hon. member for Port 
Curtis a liar • 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member is not 
in order, and I must ask him to withdraw 
that statement. 

Mr. MACARTXEY: Having made the record, 
I withdraw. I regret I had to make it. 

Mr. MORGA?\: I rise to a point of order. 
I desire to draw your attention. Mr. Speaker, 
to remarks made b,· the hon. member for 
Port Curtis, when he said the leader of the 
Opposition mad<' a lying statement. I ask 
if h0 is in order in making that remark, 
and I ask that •he withdraw? 

The SPE)~cKER: The hon. member should 
have oalle·d attention to it at the time. 

Mr. MoRGAN: It was made to-day, and 
it was the moment after the hon. member 
for Toowong had called him a liar. 

Mr. \YINSTANLEY: I rise to a point of 
order. I would like to ask whether the hon. 
member for Toowong is in order in making 
a reserved withdr-awal• He should make 
an unconditional. withdrawal. 

The SPEAKER : 1 think the hon. the 
leader of the Opposition is sufficiently ex­
periene<ed to know he should make an 
unreserved withdrawal. I am sure his good 
sense will prompt him to ·do so. 

Mr. MACART'S'EY: I have not only with­
drawn, but I have expressed regret for 
having had to make it. 

Mr. MoRGAX: I have a point of order. 

ThB SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. mem­
ber for Kurilpa. preceded the hon. member. 
In reply t<J the inquiry whether the hon. 
member for Port Curtis is justified in 
elaborating his explanation to such an extent 
as he is doing. I only haYe to say that yester­
day I afforded the leader of the Opposition 
a very considerable latitude in his explana­
tion. 

Mr. MACARTXEY: I took no advantage of it 
whatever. 

The SPEAKER: I do not sav the hon. 
member took advantag-e of it. · The hon. 
member must know that I protected him 

when the stah·ment he was making was ob­
jected to. If "imitation is the sincerest 
flattery," the hon. member for Port Curtis 
will be afforded similar latitude. 

l\lr. FRY: That is not my point of order. 
It is: Is the hon. member for Port Curt1s 
in order in making pcrsol!al. attacks and ~e­
fending all and sundry, ms.Id.e and outs1~e 
this Hous<', under the pnnlegcs of !hrs 
House? If, under a personal explana~IOI_l, 
he can attack all and sundry, I say rt Is 
entirely 0ut of order. 

Mr. MORGA)i": I rise to a point of order. 
After th,3 hon. member for Toowong had 
calbcl the hon. member for Port Curtis a 
liar, the member for Port Curtis immediately 
sai·d that the hon. member for Toowong had 
made a lving statement. I think the hon. 
mPmber ought to withdraw that state:ment. 
It was nid here to-day, only a few mmutes 
ago. I ask for the withdrawal of that 
remark. 

The SPEAKER: I did not hear the hon. 
member for Fitzrov but if the hon. member 
did use those ter'd:s, I call upon him to 
\\'lthdra'"'. 

Mr. HARTLl:Y: I emphatically deny haYing 
made anv such statement. 

:\fr. l\IIORGAN : I did not refer to the hon. 
member for Fitzroy; it was the hon. member 
for Port Cnrtis to whom I referred. 

.The SPEAKER : Order ! I understand 
the hon. membC>r referred to the hon. member 
for Port Cnrtis. If the hon. member for 
Port Curtis used those words, I ask him 
to withdra "~ them. 

Mr. CARTER: I am prepared to 
withdraw that, SP<'ing that the hon. member 
h'l.s withdrawn what he said. \Yhen he made· 
that statement I was just saying I had been 
attacked bv a person in Albert Square, 
one of the. company the hon. member fo_r 
Toowong was in-}\Ir. Gelston, late candi­
date for a ~m·thern constituency.. He· 
attacked me. and made statements trymg to 
induce the crowd to believe I belonged to 
some Bolshevik societv. So it will be seen 
that not onlv was the hon. member for 
Toowong mabng those statements, but he­
was in the company of men who were 
making them. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I was not on the same 
platform at all. 

::\Ir. CARTER: The hon. gentleman was 
not on the same platform, but he was not far 
awav from it. He did not need to be on 
the 'same platform to be heard making the­
statements he cli.c] make. He spoke for 
nearly half an hour, and mad~ statements 
of a n>ost offensive character m speakmg 
of mem"bers on the Government side of the 
Hou·e, and particularly of Ministers. 

ivlr. Jl.fACARTNEY: You are not speaking 
the truth. 

Mr. CARTER: I am speaking the truth, 
and the inference is--

Mr. ROBERTS: I rise to a point of order. 
According to Standing Order No. 108 a mem­
ber is entitled to make a personal explan:;· 
tion as affeding himself. I want to know rf 
the hon. member has not gone beyond the 
bounds of a personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER: I have already said the 
hon. member ie having more latitude than is 
usuallv allowE'd. I hope now the hon. mem­
ber having availE'd himself of that privilege, 
he will not abuse it. 

Hon. W. Lennon.] 
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1\Ir. CARTER: Had they left m.e alone, 
I would have finished long ago. (Laughter.) 
The inference has been made by the leader 
of the Opposition that I made certain state­
ments. I intend to put myself right in the 
eyes of the public, and I want to sa v that 
not ody did he make those statements, but 
he was in the company of a number of men 
who are strongly opposed to us who also 
mad,, thee,, statements. It is true I did not 
see there the hon. member who referred to 
"monkc,'~·ing \vjth dangerous men." (Go­
vernment laughter.) I suppose he is too 
srr.clll fry to be on the platform. (Renewed 
laughter.) 

PAPERS. 

The following papers, lajd on the table, 
W(,rc ordered to be printed :-

Sevel?teenth annual report of the Commis­
swner for Taxes on income tax. 

Fourth annual report of the Commis­
SIOner for Taxes under the Land Tax 
Aet of 1915. 

CO-OPERATIVE AGRICULTURAL PRO­
DUCTION AND ADVANCES TO 
FAR::.\IERS ACT A::.\IENDME::'\T BILL. 

SECo~m READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICDLTGRE 
(H;on. \V .. X Gillics, Eaclwm), who "as re­
{)e:ved w1t_h Government "Hear, hears," 
~aid: It gives me .a great deal of pleasure 
eo be associated With this Bill. I think I 
·can compliment you, l\Ir. Speaker, on em­
bodying in this measure what we of the 
Labour party end~avourcd to include as part 
o~ ~he _Bill introduced by the Hon. John 
V\ h;to m 1914. Of course, the war inter­
vemng prevented you from liberalising the 
measnr~ before to-da'.. I have just been 
refrcshmg my. memory by "Hansard" of 
1914, from which I find that the improve­
ments~If I may use the term-which have 
been embodied in this m.;:asure are thor­
oughly in accord with the amendments moved 
by myself an_d. otht;r members when sitting 
vn the _Opposition side of the House. When 
that B1ll was brought before the House in 
1914, Mr. Ryan, as h ader of the Opposition, 
urged that the same liberal treatment should 
be given to dairy farmers as ''.Is given to 
s1~gar-growers und<;r the Co-operative Sugar 
V\ arks Aot.; that IS to say, that two-thirds 
_of th-: co6t of the factory should be advanced 
by the Government. I myself moved as is 
shown in " Haneard," page 2418, fdr that 
year, that the advance under the most im­
portant s<;:ction of the Act should be in­
creased from one-half to two-thirds. The 
present Bill proposes to do that. It will be 
<Jonceded, I think, that this measure when 
~mended, will be the most advanced 'Act of 
It? character probably in Australia and it 
\nil do more, in. my opinion, to foster agri­
·<J~ltural productwn and promote co-opera­
twn, and at the same time to assist indi­
vidual o<;ttlers. than anv other measure on 
the statute-book of this 'state. \Ve have all 
got used to the expression or listened to 
the declaration of politicians' journalists and 
'Others, as to the alarming 'extent to \~hich 
people-esp<:cially young people-are leaving 
:the country and coming into the cities. We 
are also alarmed about the increased cost 
of living. Statesmen throughout the world 
are bending their energi<ls to try and dis­
-cover some remedy to prevent increased cost 

[Mr. Carter. 

of living. Indeed, if we can believe the 
cabl<:s of recent datEcs, very drastic remedies 
have been introduced in other parts of the 
world, particularly Canada, Great Britain, 
and France. to prevent profiteering, and to 
try and bring down the cost of living to 
the worker. I believe that in a young coun­
trv like this, anv perman<;lnt measure to 
re:duec the cost of living must be in the 
direction of encouraging primary producers 
to raise foodstuffs, and bring producer and 
consumer together. This measure is being 
put forward to enable co-op<;rative companies 
to establish factories, and at the same time 
to assist individual farmers to stock up their 
farms. The latter, of course, J\1r. Speaker, 
is a new principle which has b(l_en introduced 
into this Bill for the first t1me and one 
which certainly meets with my hearty ap­
pro.-al-to assist selectors to buy dairy cattle, 
sheep, and pigs, and provide silos, so as to 
enable them to dev~lop their holdings. 
(Hear. hear!) When the 1914 Bill was going 
through Sir, vou will remember that I, with 
others, 'exprffised certain vie_ws with regard 
to the calling up of th<; capital of co-opera­
tive compan1c~s. " Hansard " will show that 
we protested against that provision of the 
Bill, an4 pointed out to the then Minis~er 
for Agnculturc that '"hen a co-operattve 
company was formed in the country in a new 
district. sn0h as mv own, they would not be 
able to call up the half of their capital 
before the·,· got their factorv established, 
and I urged then. as my second reading 
speech will show, that we should not seek 
to call up th~; half of the ea pi tal, but that 
when the application and allotment money 
on the shares were paid up to, say, 5s. in the 
£ that should be sufficient to shov: the bona 
ftcle' of the farmers in the company, and 
that the Government should advanc'l them 
the monev providing the security is suffi­
cient. y;:,~, Sir having administered the 
Act for thr~e yc~rs, find that that principle 
was unworkable, and I am very pleased to 
s~e it deleted from the Act. 

Another impro.-emcnt 1vhich I urged when 
the former Bill was in Committee, and 
which vou sir, have gi.-en effect to in this 
Bill, was 'to give a definition. of " dairy 
farmer." I rememb~r suggestmg to Mr. 
White that he should extend the provisions 
of the Bill also to persons who intended to 
become farmers; that is to say, if a man 
takes up a selection, he is not actually .a 
farmer until he fells the sc'rub, plants artt­
ficial grasses, and gets his yards and build­
ings erected. I repeat again that those 
selectore should be helped to come in and 
form companie,., and get the benefits of this 
measure before they actually become pro­
ducers. 

Generally spe•aking, there are two im­
pm·tant principles contained in this Bill. 
One is to increase the advances to co-opera­
tive companies, such as butter companies, 
cheese companies, and other companies of 
that character-to provide two-thir-ds of the 
capital instead of one-half as could previ­
ously be advanced to these companies under 
proper security, of course, to enable th~m 
to establish butter and cheese factortes 
throughout the State. That, in my opinion, 
is one of the most important provisions in 
the Bill, and the second one is the new 

principle whereby it is provided 
[4 p.m.] that individual farmers will be 

advanced up to .£200 on a seven 
years' loan for the pqrpose of purchasing 
dairy cattle; £50 on a three years' loan for 



Co-operativ.·· Agricultural [19 SEPTEMBER.j Production, Etc., Bill. 873 

1he purchase of pigs; £200 on a two years' 
loan for the purchase of sheep ; and also up 
to £150 on a five vears' loan for the erection 
of silos. It is - also provided that the 
advances under this Bill will not in any 
wav interfere with advances under the Stat<> 
Sa;,..ings Bank Act, which is a very important 
point. Seuuity will be taken over the im­
provemonts on the land and any other assets 
or security that the Minister may deem 
necessary. I can see that this Bill, when rt 
becomes law, will place a great deal of 
power and a great deal of responsibility in 
the· hands of the :Yiinister. I .have no doubt 
-that there may be people throughout the 
<JOuntry who will be anxious to avail them­
selves of the adYancc·; undor this measure 
without offering the reasonable security 
which tlw State must demand, and without 
good pro,pects of making a success on the 
land. I talw it that the same principle will 
apply to the administration of this Bill as 
applies to the Agricultural Bank Act; that 
is to my, the qualification of the applicant 
as a farmer must be taken into considera­
tion, and the nature of the security must 
also be taken into consideration. I hope 
the Bill will be administered in a sane. 
wise, and generous way, so as to do \.\~hat 
it setJ out to do-that is, to encourage pro­
·duction and to encourage more men to 
go on the land and utilise the land, 
which, in manv cases, up to the pre­
S<'nt time. the'v have been unable to 
do because of their not be-ing able to 
finance. In my opinion, this Bill will go a 
long way towards assisting- new selectors who 
have started without capital. A great deal 
of carP, of course. will have to be· exercised 
in the sel0dion of stock, and the necessary 
regulations will haYe to be drawn up and 
the n-achinery created whereby proper 
in~pection of the stock shall he made by reli­
able persons with as little delay and as 
little inconvenience, I hope, to the selector 
as possibl€'. At the same time. in order to 
safpguard the consolidate-d revenue, great 
care will have to be taken to prevent auc­
tioneers, dealers in cattle, and other mi-ddle­
men of that class from C'Cploiting this 
mE·asure, and at the same· time exploiting 
the Trc asury or of the intending farmer. 
As we know, there are manv men who 
desire to leaYe the labour market and become• 
their own masters, which is a very laudable 
desire, and one that should be encouraged. 
But there are such men who have attempted 
and failed-! haYe met a number of them 
in my time-who have read agricultural 
lit0rature about farmers making £1 a cow 
per month, and so on; who have been led to 
beli<'ve that th0v could make a succe•<s of 
farming when pi:ohably they have no know­
ledge whatever of the quality of land, and, 
what is of greater importance still, no prac­
tical knowledge of dairy cattle, and great 
care will have to be exe·rcised to see that 
the bona fide selector is not taken down bv 
people who want to dispose of worthies's 
stock. It will be the function of the Min­
ister to see that the provisions of the• Act 
are carefully and sympathetically carried 
out. One of the principal clauses in the Bill 
is the definition clause. The definition of 
"Dairy Farmer" is a very good one. It 
include-s, amongst others, " a person desiring 
to engage in dairying." That overcomes 
the difficulty with regard to the selector who 
has not actually become a farmer. The defi. 
nition of " Farmer" also is a very good one. 
It says "Farmer-a person who annually 

cultivates not I~',S than 10 acres of land." 
Provision is also made that improYements 
shal! be included in the securitv on which 
the 2\Iinister will make advances.' The prin­
cipal features are to be found in clause 4 
of the Bill, which incrNses the amount to 
be advanced from one-half to two-thirds of 
the estimated cost of· the factory. That 
clause also deletes from the principal Act 
the provision which makes it necessary for 
one-half of the capital of the· co-operative 
company to be called u,p before any advance 
is made. I am pleased those words are 
deleted from the Act, becal!se that provi­
sion has been found to be unworkable. It 
has been found neces<:ary-and, no doubt, 
this will receive a litHe criticism from the 
Opposition side-in view of the changed 
financial position throughout the world and 
the dearne'S of the mone-y market, to increase 
the interest charge·. It 'is only proposed, of 
cour~~e, to charge such interest as will cover 
working expens<, and the actual cost of the 
money to the• Government. 

J\Ir. ELPHI:XSTOXE : 'What amount do you 
require to be paid up before you make an 
advance? 

ThP SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
It will be a matter for the discretion of the 
Minister under this Bill as to when he will 
make the Rdvance, and as to what p,·,rt of 
the capital it will be necessary to call up. 

l\1r. illORGAX : The Minister will be the 
sole judge. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIGCLTURE: 
'The ::\Iinister will he guided by his o~cers, 
and, perhaps, it will be a good thmg. rf t~e 
l\Iinister is the sole Judge, he•, a use m !hts 
rase. it will be a ::\Iinister with a practiCal 
knowledge. who lns a c 1nsiderable amount 
of sympathy towards the fanner .. 

:\Ir. ThloRGAK : It is a nice little pohtH a! 
pull to have. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULT-qRE: 

I can a· sure the hon. member that tf he 
makes anv attempt to buy votes b:· means of 
this Bill.' he will get the ;,nme !reatrr.er:t 
as any other person will get.. I mt.end .. If 
I have the honour to admnuster tlus Bill, 
to administer it in the interests of the State, 
and with particular regard to the. interests 
of the man on the land. Another Imp?rtant 
principle to wl'ich I ha.ve referred 1s the 
one wherebY advances wrll be made to en­
abl"e farm~rs to purchase dairy Cf!-ttle, sheep, 
pigs, and to erect silos. It provrdes that-

" The Goyernor in Council may from 
time to time by Order in Council, add 
to this table' b0: including other Dbjects 
therein and fixing the maximum amount 
of adv'ance for each such object. and 
limiting the maximum period of time 
within which each such advance shall be 
repayable." 

That is an important proYision. because as 
time goes on. it may be found necessary to 
increase the objects for >Yhich advances may 
be made. \Ve may desire, for instance,, to 
encourage tobacco-growing or the growr:rg 
of cotton castor oil. e.tc. :Many other m­
dustries ;1o doubt, will be established in this 
State a~ time goc,; on, so it is rather a good 
idea to have that provision here so that the 
Governor in Council ma,v extend the benefits 
of this Bill to other da;ses of farmers. The 
Bill is a short one of only nine' clauses, and 
I really do not expect that there will be 
much g-enuine opposition to it. Of course, 
it is the function of the Opposition to 
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endeavour to embarrass the Government, and 
to try and convey the idea to the country 
that they would alwa' s liberalise measures 
of this sort. This Bill has been prepared 
after a full consideration of the claims of 
the general taxpayer, and with due regard 
to the importance of agriculhre, and it is 
introduced in order to encourage co-operation 
amongst farmers and, generally speaking, to 
assist in the development of our primary in­
dustriec. I have no doubt that this Bill will 
be passed without any serious opposition 
and become law, and I am sure that when it 
does it will ·do a grea.t deal to assist the 
farmer to develop our primary industries. 
I have muc1r pleasure in moving the second 
reading of the Bill. 

Mr. MORGAC\J: The :MiQister in charge of 
this Bill has given us a fairly full explana­
tion of what is contained therein, and I can 
honcot]v assure him that it is not the inten­
tion of the Opposition to oppose it in any 
shape or form. ·we wekome a measure of 
this sort, but it is our intention to try to 
make it a better Bill than it is at the pre­
sent moment, and I feel sure that the 
opinions of the experienced men on this side 
of the Houee who are practical farmers, 
and who represent the greatest section of the 
farmer, of Queen•land, should be well worth 
('onsideration, and that the· Minister will give 
due considPration to anv amendments that 
we mav d0sire to introduce whPn we get into 
Con1mittE·0. 

It appears to me that this Bill is realh an 
acknowledgment of the GovCTnment's opiri:ions 
of the workin~; of another Act. The Govern­
ment evidentlv recognise that the present 
Agricultural Bank A('t is not a success. I 
remember that when the last amending Bill 
went through. introduced bv this Govern­
ment, th<'y told us it was the most liberal 
Bill in Australia, and that it would help the 
farmer and settler in every direction. Yet 
we find that. after a f0w vears it is neces­
sary to come along with an a~1endment of 
another Act altogether to lend assistance 
to farmers, although the A~;ricultural Bank 
Act provides for practicallv everything we 
are discuc.sing under this Bill. 

Mr. CoLLINS: Does the Agricultural Bank 
provide for everything, or most of them? 

Mr. M ORGAN: Practically for most of 
them. · 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICFLTURE : The 
mone:v from the Agricultural Bank is from 
the Savings Bank, and these advances will 
be out of consolidated revenue. 

Mr. MORGAN: Is that the onlv excuse 
the Minister has? \Yhat is the· difference? 
If t!'te ,,ecurity is not good ·enough for the 
Agncultural ~ank, it will be ~;ood enough 
for the consolidated revenue. That is what 
the Minister practically says. If the Agri­
cultural Bank Act was administered a.s it 
should be, bv a s~n:nathetic Commis,ioner, 
and not by the mdrndual who now· adminis­
t.ers it, there would be no necessih- for this 
Bill, because, as hon. member•, opp~site have 
themselves said, . what the Act provides for 
and what the Commissioner does are two 
different things. That is whv ther·e is a 
necessity for a Bill of this sort. It will be 
discovered that the autocrat who runs the 
Agricultural Bank at the present time re­
fuses to assist the genuine farmer as he 
should do, anti as should be done under the 
provisions of the Act. The Minister went 
to the trouble of t-;lling us that this was going 
to be the most liberal Act of the kind in 
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Australia. He stressed the point that it would' 
provide for the advance of two-thirds of thE7 
n1oney r('quirerd for ('0-operative purposes, 
whereas the original Act provides for the 
advance of only one-half, but he dealt ve.ry 
shortly with the fact that the measure pro­
vides for increasing the interest from 4 per 
cent. to 6 per cent. If this Bill become& 
law, those who wish to get .advances for co­
operative concerns wili haYe to pay 6 per 
cent.. whereas they now can get advances 
for 4 ner ecnt. Yet the Minister tells us 
it is a- most liberal Bill. The ;ylini<>ter has 
not told us the reason for the alteration. 
The money us.ed for the purpose of making· 
advaner· to ('0-operativc ('Oncerns is generally 
from the State SaYings Bank. Is the increase· 
made owing to the fact that the GoYernment 
han- depleted the monc:;· in thn State Savings. 
Bunk? (Go 1·ernment dissent.) 

The SECRETARY FOH AGHICULTURE: No. 

Y!r. MORGAN: Is it because they have 
not the monev now aYailable there? The 
inter0st allowe:d to 'depositors in the Savings 
Bank is 3~ 11er cent.. and that has not b<:>en 
increased. The GoYernnl<'nt are borrowmg 
mom.- from the Savings Bank depositors at 
3~ per cent.. and are going to lend it to­
the poor unfortunate settler at 6 per cent. 
They are going to make practieally . 2~. per 
cent.. and vet we are told that thrs rs a 
liberal Bill." 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl'LTURE : No profit 
at all. • 

Mr. :YIORGA~: Does it talm the differ­
enc'l between 3~ per cent. and 6 per cent. 
to run the business. \Vill the Government 
who lent money at 4 per cent. lose money 
bv doing so? The idea of the original Act 
":as to limd mont'y at the lowest possible rate 
without losing money on it, but the Gove~n­
mcnt are making this a State Enterprrse 
Bill. Thev are going to become profiteers; 
thev are going to profit bv the money they 
lend to the farmers; they are going to make 
interest ant of it. It is going to be a good 
investment from the Government point of 
view if the people come along and borrow 
monev from them at 6 per cent., whereas 
they ~nly 11ay 3~ per cent. Yet. the Mi?ister 
has the temerity to say that tlus IS a liberal 
Bill! 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTUHE : 'I'hey 
have to go to the private companies now, 
because they can only get an advance of 
one-half from the bank. 

Mr. MORGAN: What has become of the 
millions that the Commisioncr has deposited 
in the Savings Bank at 3~ per cent'? Has 
that all bc>en taken un bv State enterprises? 
Has it all heen abso~·bed by State stations, 
where at the pre<ent time cattle are dyin(l' 
by hundreds'! Has it been absorbed in other 
enterprises in which losses are being made? 

I want to refer to the ·definition of " dairy 
farmer " included in the Bill. It shows 
that it has not been .dr.awn up by men of 
experience. It is a> follows:-

"A person enga["ed in dairying who 
is the ow11er of not more than twenty 
cows, th8 produce of which is sold to a. 
factorv for the manufacture of butter, 
cheese·, or condensed milk--" 

Can you call a man a dairy farmer who 
owns onlv twentv cows? EYerl-bodv knows­
that the "whole of them are not in" milk at 
the same tinw, and that a man will have to· 
have at least thirty cows to have twenty iru 
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profit. Are twenty cows in profit more than 
sufficient for a dairy farmer? This Bill is 
not to assist the dairy farmer, but to assist 
some suburban individuals who may ha,c 
blocks of a few acres around Bri <ha.ne or 
somewhere else. Fancv a dairy farmer bein"' 
d0fined as a man wr:o does not own mor~ 
than twenty cm·'" ! 

Mr. CoLLINS : I thought you wanted to 
assist the poor man. 

Mr. MORGAX: You want to kt>ep him 
poor. If a man has twenty cows, that will 
mean that he ha·. got onlv fifteen cows in 
milking condition. You cannot milk the 
whole herd the whole year through. and 
anyone who knows anything about dairying 
must know that. There are times during the 
year when the cows are out of milk, and 
you know quite well that you cannot milk 
them. during the whole period. There is 
an alteration needed there, and we will 
endeavour in Committee to bring in amend­
ments to make that alteration-to make it 
thirty cows instead of twenty. If we do 
that, it will be at least reasonable and not 
ridiculou:; .as it is at pre•·ent. Then, again, 
the defimtwn of " farmer" is given as-

" A person who annuallv cultivates not 
less than 10 acres of land, plants that 
area, and •harvests the crop from that 
area." 

Why does not the Bill apply to the little 
fruit farmer? \Vhy does it not apply to the 
soldier who is cultivating 5 a<'res at Beer­
burrum and the soldier who is cultivating 
5 acres on his fruit farm at Stanthorpe 
and. other localiti<:>s: \Vh:v should they not 
receive the benefit of this Bill? I think tha,t 
that are<> shoul<:I be changed from 10 acres 
to 5 acr·•:> in order that we may give the 
small frmt farmers the benefit of its provi­
sions. Why should these small men not be 
considered? 

The SEcRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : A man 
with 10 acres is a squatter, is he not? 

Mr. MORGA:\1: The hon. gentleman does 
;rot want to treat this matter as a joke. It 
IS a serious matter <md ·should be treated 
~riousl~. It is ridiculous to say that a man 
Is a dairy farmer when he has got twenty 
cows. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC<;LTURE : Twenty 
cows is a very good start for a dairy farmer. 

Mr. ,~10RGA='J: 'Ph en it says that a farmer 
must plant that area, and harvest the crop 
from that area." He· must harvest the crop 
from 10 acres. :How many times does it 
happen in Queensland that a man cannot 
harvest the crop from the area which he 
planted? According to this Bill he -will have 
to harvest soll';ething which he cannot grow, 
because the ram does not come to germinate 
the seed. Under this Bill, he must harvest 
the crop, otherwise he will not get an 
advance. \~ e know that for the past two or 
three years m Queensland many people have 
not harvested any grain at all although they 
end:avo.urod to g~·ow it. every ye-ar. Then, 
agam, m connectiOn With sheep when the 
Bill W<tS being introduced the r'nembers of 
the Opposition drew attention to the fact 
that sheep were not included and asked that 
provision be made for sheep. I am pleased 
to know that at the suggestion of the 
Opposition the Minister is including those 
selectors who desire to. go in for sheep in a, 
small way. Then, agam, we have the defini­
tion of "sheep farmer," and he is described 

as a person who is the owner of not 1nore 
than 200 sheep. That is ridiculous. 

Mr. CoLLINS: It is not ridiculous at all. 

Mr. MORGAN: It is not worth bothering 
about to go in for 200 sheep. It is not worth 
a man's while to go to the expense of putting 
up fencing for 200 sheep. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR AGRICULTl:RE; This 
Bill is not introduced for your squatter 
friends. This is a farmers' Bill, not a 
squatters' Bill. 

Mr. MORGAX: This Bill is going to make 
the she<>p farmer keep his nose to the grind­
stone, and he will not get more than a bare 
living out of it. The hon. member for 
Bow('ll is ahce.y·_, complaining about not 
being able to liYe on £300 a. yc.1r, although 
he travElo round th<> country with the Public 
\Yorks Commission and ea':rns 1nore 1noney 
in thet direction. But here vou nrovide that 
a farmer will not be able 'to get a decent 
living· because you limit ·him to 200 sheep. 

·The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE; Two 
hundred sheep will be a fair start. 

Mr. ::\iORGAN: There was another matter 
which the Secretary for Agr!culture failed 
to tell the House, and that IS that at the 
present time the original Act makes provi­
sion for onl:-· 4 p<'~ cent. to be paid. t<J the 
dry shar<>holden of a company until such 
time as the debt of the company is liquidated, 
hut under this Bill you are enabling 6 per 
cent. to be paid to the drv shareholders. 
The Government can be accused of allowing 
the drv shareholders to get 6 per cent. <Jr 
2 ner cent. more than is allmved under the 
existing Act. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTt:RE: You know 
very well what the object is. 

Mr. MORGAN: Yes, I know the reason. 
Because you have increased the rate of 
intere·•,t f;om 4 to 6 per cent. in the case of 
men borrowing money, you increase the rate 
also from 4 to 6 per cent. so far as the 
amount the drv shar<>holders shall receive. 
That is the object of it. While you increase 
the rate of interest that the poor, unfortunate 
man on the land will have to pay to borrow 
monev vou also increase the amount to be 
paid 'to' the money-lender. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : You 
were in favour of the .dry shareholders when 
the original Bill was going through the 
House. 

Mr. M ORGAN: Quite so, because it is im­
possible to establish co-operative companies 
without drv shareholders. I think I have 
had mol'!;' to do with the establishment 
of co-operative companies than the hon. 
gentleman. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTC'RE : I am sure 
yon have not. 

Mr. M ORGAN: I ha Ye been appointed 
canvasser for co-operative companies, and I 
havo ca,nvassed from house to house to get 
shares in the company, and I know that if 
it were not for the assistance the co-opera­
tive compa.nies received from dry shareholders 
there would not be any co-operative com­
panies in operation at the present moment. 
M v experienc<e is that the drv shareholders 
were always willing to put their money into 
a co-opera,tive company without any interest 
at all, because they were interested in the 
district. They would put their money in, 
not because of what they could get out of it. 
It made no difference to them whether they 

Mr. Morgan.] 



875 Co-oprrativc Agri -ultural [ASSEMBLY.] Production, Etc., Bill. 

got 4 or 6 per cent., but they had business 
places in the district and were anxious to 
seB the district progrees, and they know that 
bY the E'•3tablishment of co-onorative com­
p;.nies that it would mean increased business 
for themselves. That was the rfa·.on the" 
put their money into it, and not because ,;f 
the 4 per cent. or 6 per cent. they got for 
their monev. Thev had other irons in the 
fire. and they !me\•; it was to their benefit 
to put their money into it because they had 
big interests in the district. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTt:RE: This Bill 
will not stop them from doing that. 

Mr. M ORGAN: This Bill increases the 
inten··t. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Ko. It 
mak0·· it pcJsiblB to increase it. 

Mr. MORGA"': 'This Bill increases the 
intPrest from 4 per cent. to 6 per cent .. and 
the Min;,;tf'r cannot deny it. I might point 
out that this schedule is not sufficient. I 
admit that provision is made for the 
G0vernor in Council bv Ordu in Council to 
include other objects 'in the measure. At 
present the only objects provided in the 
Bill, with the maximum amount which mav be 
advanced, are purchase of dairy cattle, x2oo: 
purchase of pigs. £50 : , purchase of sheep. 
£200: and erection of ···ilos. ,£150. Whv 
should any further objects be left to the 
Governor in Council? \Ve can suggest 
other objects where monev can be well and 
profitably in.-ested in addition to the pur­
chae·:~. of pigs. cattle. and sheep and the 
Prcctwn of silos. The Minister himself 
mentioned one matter. and that wo.s the 
c.Jitivation of cotton. That should also be 
indudPd, and it should be stated in the Bill. 
The Bill proYi·dEs that a man must culb­
vde a, certain number of acres but it makes 
no provi~ion for the purchase ~f horses. He 
cannot cultivate without hor--es, but this 
sche-dule does not propos0 to lend him ono 
shilling for horst>s. Everyone will admit that 
horse-; are necehary on a farm. '11/e should 
also include in the schedule provision for 
;vater cmservation and irrigation. \Vater 
1s absolutely necessary if you ar0 going 
to have a successful farm. I admit what 
the Minister says that in ord<O>r to cheapen 
the 00'·t of living we must produce more. 
The n1ore we produce the cheaper will the 
cost of living become. To encourage people 
to produce more you should help them all 
you possibly can, but thi·· Bill will not do 
it. I a-lmit that it will help a man on the 
land and aoJist him to a certain extent 
bu~ it does not go far enough. It is not 
gmng to do all the Minister anticipates. 
\Vhy not make it a good Bill now. and make 
it a Bill that will be of some benefit instead 
of having to come back in a vear or two 
yE>ars' time to bring in amendments. I also 
wish to point out that under this Bill the 
M!nister has got too much power. Every­
thmg depe1ids on the Minister and it is the 
Minister may do this and the' Minister mav 
•do that. The Minister may refuse or gran-t 
an advance just as he desires and so far as 
th.e security. !s coneerned, it' rests entirely 
w1th the Mm1ster. It giYes the Minister a 
power. which he will be able to use purely 
and s1mply f.or the purpose of obtaining 
vot<>s. That 1s the unfortunate part of it. 
In a c-ertain loea!ity there may be a number 
of struggling settlers, and the member for 
the ·district may say to them, " I suppose 
you want some help?" Thev say " Yes " 
and make application for an advan~e to the 

[Mr. M organ. 

Commissioner, but he turns them down. But 
in another electorate which is represented by a 
Government supporter, he goes to the Min. 
ister, and sa:;s, " Brown, J ones, and Smith 
are struggling along; the elections will come 

on' shortly, and if you only give 
[4.30 p.m.] them £100 or £200 you will gain 

their confidence and their votes." 
In that case the npplications will probably 
b" granted, because this Bill will enable the 
Mini><ter to do that sort of thing. 

The PREli!IER: What provision is that? 

Mr. M ORGAN: The provision which says­
. "Every such advance shall be subject 
to such further conditions and stipula· 
tions as to the ::\Iinister may seem fit or 
as may be prescribed." 

.\nd >vhich furth·-T says-
" The J\Iinister mav, upon the applica­

tion of any dairy 'farmer, farme·r, or 
shl·ep farmer, make advances to the 
appli< ant for an:· of the objects men­
tioned in the first column of the table 
hereunder set forth." 

The whol0 thing is left cntirclv to the 
Minister. It is not handed over to the 
Cormni>·;ioner of the SaYings Bank. 

'l'hc PREo!IER : Do you think it ought to be? 

J\lr. MOHGAN: I do not say it should be, 
under present conditions, but it should be 
if we had a busines,; man in that position. 
I !Jaye had such dealings with the Commis­
f'ionf'·r of the S'avings Bank that I would not 
hand o.-er anything to him as far as the 
h nners are concr;rned, bee ~use he is not in 
sympathy with them; and has no mercy 
towards them. He is a cruel, hal'd-hcarted 
man. and I have no faith in him at all. 

::'.lr. KIRWA");: He will go "foul." 

Mr. MORGAN: Yes, he will go "foul." 
Whatc·YPr his ability may be in dealing with 
Savings Bank business, he has not the ability 
Jwcct. ary to deal with the settlers in matters 
thu.t con1c lindcr his cvnh·vl. 

The PREOIIER : · You would prefer the 
J.linistcr? 

?dr. ::>IORGAl\: That is the reason, no 
doubt. why the l.finiste·r is given such great 
and dra,tic powers under this Bill. 

The PRE}IJER: But vou would prefer the 
Minister? · · 

::Ylr. MORGA::\": I certainly would prefer 
the :.'.linister to the Commissioner, but I 
would prefer an unbiassed and independent 
practical man. The Minister ought not to 
ha.-c power in his hands which may be used 
for political purposes. 

Mr. COLLIXS: Give us one case where that 
has been done-. 

::'.Ir. :\10RGAN: I have had such an experi­
ence in mv own electorate. A man came 
along as a' candidate in my electorate and 
said to a· settler, who had received no assist­
ance- from the Government, " You make 
application to the Agricultural Bank; I am 
all right with Mr. Ryan, and you will get an 
advance." An application by that settler 
had previously been turned -down; but, act­
ing on the suggestion of this candidate, he 
made another application, and he got the 
money. 

The PREoiiER: Didn't he de·serve the 
advance? 
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Mr. MORGAN: WC>ll, he got it when this 
candidate came along, though his application 
had been turned down previously. 

The PRE:VliER : Does the hon. member say 
that he should not have got an advance? 

Mr. MORGAJ'\: I am not going to say 
that he should not have got an advance, but 
I say that the fact that he got an advanc,, 
after he was recommended to apply by that 
person was used all over the di.strict to sh~nv 
that that candidate had more mfiuence w1th 
the Governm0nt than I had, though I was 
membe·r for the district. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Have 
vou ever gone to the Commissione-r for a 
man who 1)aS turned down? 

Mr. MORGA2\r: Yes, I have done that. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Yes, very 
often-every day in the wce·k almost. 

::Ylr. MORGAX: That is one reason why 
I welcome this Bill. I hope that if the 
ma,tcrs dC>alt with in this measure are left 
in the hands of the Minister, he• will not 
turn ·down the application of a man who 
resides in a district represented by an Oppo-1 
sition mcmbc,· and approve of applications 
recommended by Government supporters. 
That, unfortunately, can be· done under this 
Bill, and that is what I object to. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You are 
not prepared to trust the Minister, and you 
arC' not pr<'parC'd to tnJst the Commissioner. 

Mr. :MORGAX: We all know what has 
been done at election times in such matte,rs, 
and we all know that if it is possible to 
obtain a little support by being liberal just 
at the time of an election, the Government 
are liberal. As far as this Bill is con­
ce-rned. members on this side of the House 
will help the Minis'ter in every direction. 
'Ne have prepared and circulated amend­
ments, which are now in the boxes of hon. 
members, and I hope that the Ministe,r will 
favour"ably considf'r those amendments and 
adopt a 'number of them. notwithstanding 
tl:le fact that thev have emanated from the 
Oppo,--ition, bccau"se our id(<1 is to make the 
measure as liberal and practical as possible. 
We do not care whether the Bill is intro­
duced bv the Labour part.Y or the Liberal 
party-, so long as it will give assistance to 
the farme·rs. 

Mr. COLLINS (Bo1"( ,, ) : I should like to 
sav a few word', on this Bill, because it is 
th~ moct radical mea- cue that has eve-r been 
introduced into the Parliament of Queens­
land. It is one of those me•asures which 
will, in my opinion, stim11late production, 
and I am very pleased to think that 
'"OU. Mr. Speaknr, have had the honour of 
initiating the Bill. My r<:ading has led me 
to believe in such a measure. I do not care 
about the· sneers of the hon. member who 
has just resumed his wat about making 
advances in connection with sheep. The hon. 
member seems to think that the number of 
sheep in rcspC>ct of whi<'h advances may be 
made is too small. but I would remind him 
that the idea behind the Bill is to assist 
the poor man who goes on the land. and 
not the wealthy man. Ew,ryone knows that 
sheep increase ;ro pidly _ 

Mr. MoO RE: And often decrease rapidly. 

l\lr. COLLIXS: And sometimes the:c 
decrease undf'r our present sys'tem of large· 

holdings. Sheep may be looked after a little 
better now than they used to be, because 
thev are of more value but at one time 
thev were not considerPd' to be of sufficient 
vahw to look after them properly, and 
the\ died by the million. This Bill does 
not" deal \vith such cases, but , it deals 
with the men who posseh small holdings. 
I am one of those who believe that sh<iep­
I do not sav meriro sheep, but the ordinary 
sheep-will 'later on be found right from 
here to Cape York. under the stimulus which 
will be given bv the provisions of this Bill. 
I want to make reference to what is being 
done in other countries in connection with 
this matter, becau~,e I find that other coun­
tl·ic's are in advance of uc, By the way, 
th~y have not even g-.Jt Labour Govern­
ments there. I find in Saskatchewan, one 
of the provinces in Cotnada, they have gone 
a long way in thi3 direction. In the 
"Canadian Annual Review" for 1917, at 
page 755, it sayd-

" The department claimed that it was 
th~ first in Canade_ to pass legislation 
c :1abling the farmers to buy meat-pro­
ducing live stock on credit terms; so any 
Saskatchewan farmer in good standing, 
or a member of any recognised agricul­
tural association, could blLy live stock 
from the Government of Saskatchewan 
to the extent of 1,000 dollars, 
25 per cent. of the price to be paid in 
cash, and settlements for the balance by 
lien note with interest at 6 per cent." 

The hon. gC>ntJP.man who has just resumed 
hi,. seat criticised this Government for 
introducing a measure such as this, because 
it contained a provi,"ion that they were to 
pay 6 per cent. It is owing to such legis­
lation as has been introduc(2d this afternoon 
that Saskatchewan has shown such a wonder­
ful growth-from 17,000 people in 1901 to 
about 700.000 people in 1917-and their wealth 
prodnction has increased by leaps and bounds. 
Quoting from the same book, at page 756, it 
says-

" On 20th Novembe:· Hon. C'. A. Dun­
ning said: ' This year th<2 tohl produc­
tion in the province of Saskatchewan, 
with a population of 700,QOO, is 
400.000 000 dollars, the productwn per 
utpita ' probably not being equalled 
any,,-here else in the v orld." 

Or nearlv doubl<' the total production in the 
Stnte of Qn~ensland. No one can say I 
am a new convert to this proposal, because 
long before \Ye had an Agricultural Act in 
Queensland I advocated something similar 
to what is in this Bill. At that time it was 
consid<'red extreme, as some of my id~as 
to-dav are considered extreme, but I will 
live fo Bee a lot of them realised. 

Mr. KIRWAX: And th"' Opposition barrack­
ing for th.;:m. (Laughter.) 

J:\Ir. OOLLINS: Then, again, I find on 
page 778-

" On 27th ~ovember, the Legislature 
debated plans for increasing hog produc­
tion. and Mr. Mother'.Vell promised an 
effective departmental campaiCjn to pro­
>-ide ho,~s-as in thQ last few years it 
hrrcl helped with cattle and "heep-with 
purchasf', cre·dit, and shipment all to be 
arranged." 

Sho,.ving the ,,-onderful progress that has been 
made in thflt proYince. Alberta is anoth(lr 
province '' hich has made wonderful progress. 

Mr. Gollins.] 
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Its population has gone up from 
over 400,000 in a period of sixteen 

Mr. MoRGAN: Do they have 
there? 

70,000 to 
years. 
droughts 

Mr. COLLINS : They do. judging by the 
crops. If th<; hon. gentleman reads this 
book he will find they do not get the same 
average crors. 

Mr. MORGAN: Have they ever had a com­
plete failure? 

Mr. OOLLINS: We have never had a com­
pletr; failure in Queensland, because it would 
mean the wiping out of our herds altogether. 
The two of those provinces put together 
are not quite as large as Queensland. Even 
at the present moment there are parts of 
Queensland where droughts are unknown, 
where sheep could live as well as in som·e of 
the drier parts. 

Mr. MORGAN: You will find that the agri­
cultural ·departments in those provinces spend 
more than all the other departments. We 
in Queensland spend less. 

Mr. COLLINS : This is a Labour Govern­
ment, we can only go step by step. The 
hon. member, in his rPmarks this afternoon 
has pointed out that the advances to settler~ 
under the Savings Bank have not been 
the success he anticipated they would be. 
I reme.:mber his speeches when that measure 
was going through the same as I remember 
my own. \V e can only advance step by step, 
but they are a good Government who, when 
the_y find any measure is not giving the 
r<ohef the people who introduced it thought 
it would give, do not sit idly by and do 
nothmg, but amend the legislation. I just 
want to give a quotation from page 797 of 
this book, regarding Alberta_: 

" ~~ Live Stock Encouragement Act 
pronded that any five or more persons 
engaged in practical farming in the pro­
vince could jointly apply to the Live 
Stock Commissioner for a loan not to 
exceed 500 dollars each, for the purpose 
of buying cows and heifers. The five 
or more signing the application were to 
constitute an association. An immense 
numb"r of details were given, and the 
Cornrnissioner stood in the position of a , 
mortgagor to the as.""ciation and its 
members.'' 

I have quoted from this work to show what 
has been done in other parts of the British 
Empire-in Canada, and those two provinces, 
which have shown a most remarkable growth, 
not only m their population, but in their 
wealth-production. I would just remind 
the hon. member for Aubigny it would be 
as well for him to study those two provinces. 
bQcause their municipal franchise is based 
upon " one rnan one vote," practically " one 
adult one vote." The hon. member for 
Murilla ,neered regarding the advances to 
be made to a farmer, saying it only provided 
for tw<:nty cows ; that is, a man was con­
sidered to be a dairyman who owned twenty 
cows. \Vhat does the hon. gentleman expect 
us to 'do.? What would be the income of 
a man with thirty milking cows, as pro­
posed by the hon. member? I am quite 
awar" that they do not all milk at the one 
time. He need not think I am so stup}d 
as not to know that. 

Mr. MORGAN : Twenty-two men can milk 
at the one time. 

Mr. 'COLLINS: I do not intend to enter 
into a debate about how many cows one man 

[Mr. Collins. 

shall milk. I have seen dairies as large as 
the hon. member has. At any rate, I say 
this is a measure to assist the poor man. 
It is just as wdl to quote what they do in 
Great Britain, because there are very few 
sheepowners in Great Brita.in who own large 
herds. A man would be considered a very 
large sheep owner who owned 5,000 sheep. 
\Vc find that in GrPat Britain, ac.cording to 
"The Statesman's Year Book," 1918, page 
61, in 1917. the number of sheep was 
27,770,555. Anyone who has rea.d anything 
about that country knows full well that on 
the law of averages he would be a. very 
large sheep farmer who owned 500 sheep. 
We all know that the •area. of the British 
Isles is very small indeed eomp[,red with 
Queensland. 

Mr. MORGAX : They are worth five times as 
much as they are in Australia. 

Mr. COLLINS : Thev are not worth five 
times as much. " 

Mr. MORGAN: Yes, they are, at the present 
moment. 

Mr. OOLLINS: Not only that, but we 
.find in that country there are 12,342,168 
cattle, showing what can be done in .a country 
which goes in for cultivation. Coming to our 
own State we find, with its large area, that 
we only have 15,524,293 sheep, and they are 
mostly owned by the large pastoral com­
panies. This Bill is not introduced to benefit 
large pastoral companies; it is being intro­
duced to try and stimulate production, to 
enable the farmer not to " put all his eggs 
into the one basket," as we say_ The hon. 
member for Cooroora said for the past seven 
years he had 100 sheep on his farm, and they 
were a success. That is right on the coast. 
I take it that that is what this Bill is for, 
not only to make advances for sheep and 
cattle but aho for pigs. Everyone knows we 
have only got a small number of pigs in the 
State, and there is plenty of room to increase 
the number. The farmers in my electorate, 
I am satisfied, will welcome this measure. 
By way of illustration, take Proserpine in 
my electorate, which is the second wettest 
part of Qmensland. Although it may not 
be altogether suitable for sheep, I notice 
there are 3,000 sheep in my electorate on the 
islands between Mackav and Bowen, notwith­
standing the rainfall," and they are doing 
fairly well. Apart from canegrowing, the 
farmers in that part of my electorate could 
make use o£ their lands for dairying, and 
also for pigs and sheep, and in other parts 
of the electorate also. I welcome the measure, 
not only on behalf of the Bowen electorate, 
but right throughout Queensland. I think 
it is one of the measures which is going 
to stimulate production, and I hope that our 
wealth production will be double what it is 
at the present time. I am one of those who 
belieYe that it can be doublE'd, and that 
this is one of the methods bv which that can 
be done. I notice that t'hey have 18,000 
motor-cars in the- Province I have mentioned, 
showing that the people must be very well 
off, and I also in my studv of that Province 
noticed that most of the" wealth has been 
built up b:v emigrants from the British Isles. 
\V e should do all we PO'·~ibly can ·to assist 
the man on the land. Not that I agree 
with the hon. member for Murilla that you 
should increase the cost of living by in­
creas,?d production. That does not always 
follow, because it all depends who oorners 

. the production after it has bee-n produced. 
In the hon. member's native State I have 
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seen them corner the wheat production-! 
saw it cornered when I was there in 1891. 
It does not always follow, but it should 
follow, that v ith increased production we 
should lessen to some extent the cost of 
living. ="ot that I want the artisan in the 
city or the professional man to live at the 
cost of other people's labour. , I know that 
in Queensland at one time a number of 
people were living on the farmer's labour 
when he practically got nothing for his pro­
<luce. (Hear, hear!) I do not want to see 
that. I do not think we are going to see the 
cost of living as low as it was in 1914. 
I do not want any man to sweat and toil 
for me so that I can get cheap food, unless 
he is being. paid for 'his labour. (Hear, 
hear!) I have alway, said that. 

Mr. MoORE: I wish you had had more 
influence a year or tV~-o ago when the butter 
price was fi:x:ed. 

Mr. COLLINS: I am not going to talk 
about the butter price now; we are aiming 
at the production of butter. I understand 
there are three products which this State is 
well suited to produce-butter, cheese, and 
bacon. Those three products, I think, we 
can go on producing and still find a market, 
not only in the Commonwealth, but through­
out the civilised world. I do not think I 
need say anything further on the matter, 
but to congratulate you, Mr. Speaker, and 
also the present Minister for Agriculture, 
because I believe he is the right man in the 
right place with his practical e:x:perience, 
and, this Act being under his administra­
tion, I am satisfied that the farmers will 
get justice done to them. Not that I e:x:pect 
that this is the be-all and end-all of ,all 
things, because it is not, I look upon all 
legislation as evolutionary, not revolution­
arv-not like the leader of the Opposition­
that we can only progress step by step, just 
as fast as the people can grasp the legisla­
tion thdt we pass. Onco more I congratulate 
the Minister on having introduced what I 
consider the most radical measure that 
l1as ever been introduced into this Assembly 
since I have had the pleasure of a seat in 
Parliament. 

Mr. SWAYKE (il:firani): I would like to 
say a word or two in connection with this 
measure before it goes through, although I 
do not feel in a condition to speak. Any­
thing in the char.,cter of co-operation appeals 
very directly to me. I hope to see the time 
when the farmers co-operatively will con­
trol the whole sy,_otem of manufacturing and 

•marketing their products, when the factories 
and means of marketing will be entirely in 
their own hands. But I am sorry to say that 
this Bill, no matter what good features it 
may contain, really makes no advance in 
that direction. and I think that in view of the 
utterances which have been made on the 
other side on previous occasions, we have 
very great ground for disappointment. How­
Bver, there is one thing it contains-there is 
a rcverfal of policy as compared with the 
action of tre Government in connection with 
the Government Savings Bank. When that 
institution was severed entirely from political 
"ontrol and put in the hands of a Commis­
sioner, it was loudlv acclaimed bv the Go­
vernment as a grea't step in advance-that 
they were going to entirely take away 
any chance of such measures as this being 
controlled politically or used for political 
purposes. They took great credit to them­
selves for so doing. Whether it has been a 

success or not, we have already heard from 
the hon. member for Murilla. I think 
m_ysclf that it is not the fault of the policy 
of non-political control which is making it 
a failure as it is at present, but I am not 
going into that now. I would point out 
that whereas on that occasion it was sought 
to remove these institutions from the control 
of politicans, this Bill rebounds in the oppo­
site direction, and leaves open many ways 
by which political support and so on can 
be bought through the administration of this 
measure. However, I do not feel able to 
do much talking this afternoon. What I 
particular!:,- wanted to do was to call atten­
tion to the utterances by hon. gentlemen 
opposite when in opposition when the original 
Act of 1914 was before us. The hon. member 
for Maranoa said-

" I contend that this motion does not 
giv~ the facilities to the manufacture 
and marketing of farming products that 
it should give. I fail to see how it is 
going to improve present conditions." 

If that applied to the principal Act, it 
applies with far greater force to this Bill. 
Again, the hon. gentleman said-

" I fail to see that the primary pro­
ducer is going to be in any way benefited 
more than he is at the present time under 
the Meat and Dairy Produce Encourage­
ment Act, and why duplicate legislation 
of this kind?" 

I find that in this Bill there is no improve­
ment in regard to the duration of the loans 
that are to be made; the term is too 
~hort. In connection with concrete silos, for 
mstanc<'.• I do not see why the provisions 
containe-d in the Agricultural Bank Act 
should not be embodied in this Bill in?tead 

of only five years. I notice, 
[5 p.m.] however, that the Minister in 

charge of the Bill had some­
thing to say on that matter, and I would ask 
him, now that he is introducing this Bill, 
why he does not embody in it what he said 
should be in the original Bill? The hon. 
member further said-

" The term of fourteen vears mentioned 
in the Bill is insufficient 'in itself." 

'I'he longe1t term in this Bill is only half that 
of fourteen years, and I cannot sec how ho 
can reconcile those statements. Then, lVlr 
l<'ihelly, the present Minister for Railways, 
stressed the need for provision for marketing. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: We have 
done so. 

Mr. S\VAYKE: What have you done? You 
have done nothing. Then, the Treasurer 
:::\Ir. Theodore, said- ' 

"The farmers are suffering from a 
number of disabilities, but their worst 
disability is having their products 
handled by private enterprise. We wish 
to eliminate the middleman from the> 
business altogether, and establish some 
system whereby the farmers can hav<' 
their own >Co-operative soeicties." 

Again, I ask: DoPs this Bill carrv out 
those ideas? Has an:;thing been d~ne in 
the measure before us in the direction sug­
r:ested by the TrPasurer? I find the hon. 
gentleman further rsaid-

" The whole transaction. from the 
production to the purchase by the con­
sumer can be done through co-operative 
societies. We ,, ant to get such a scheme 
established in the Bill we have now 

lrfr. 8wayne.J 
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before us. The Bill is too restricted, 
and does not g1ve the farmers the 
machiner} for marketing their produce." 

That is a fair .,ample of the sort of stuff 
that they talked \Yhen in opposition; and 
now, when the"- haye the opportunity, they 
do nothing. It i, the policy of false pretence 
on which they got into office. I do hope 
that theY will be amenrr blo to reason and 
will tal{e advantage of the knowledge 
posfessed on this side of the House by men 
who haye lwen personally connected with 
co-operative enterprise. and that we will get 
some amendments in the Bill which will 
make it a much more useful measure than it 
is at present. Of course; as far as 1narketing 
ie concerned, we will bo ruled out of order 
as being beyond the scope of the Bill. That 
is one of the many instance-- in 'shich the:· 
have not < ;urie d out the policy they claimed 
votes on before they got into office. 

:\fr. GRAYSON (Cnnninrdtam): The Bill 
is introduced to a;nist "mall farmers and to 
help the new seleetor•, to make a success of 
farming. I notice that the Government are 
prepared to lend £200 for a term of seven 
years for the purchase of dairy cattle. That 
is a very ·wise provision. I kno\V many 
farme,·s who, if they could have borrowed 
£200 to purchase twenty ,dairy cattle ten 
years ago "\Yould haYe n1ade a great success 
of dair.ving. Then the Governm<;;nt a.r8 
prepared to lend £50 for three years for the 
purchase of pigs. That also is a wise provi-

' sion. Then the Bill provides for a loan of 
£200 for two years for the purchase of sheep. 
That amount, at the present prices, would 
>my 250 sheep. Any sheep farmer w'ho had 
only 250 eheep would make a miserable 
failure of it. 

:Mr. KIRWAX: They would not always 
remain at 250. 

Mr. G RA YSO=" : Two hundred and fifty 
sheep would not keep him in rations for the 
first year. 

Mr. KIRWAX: You do not imagine any 
man would try to live on 250 sheep. He 
would go in for mixed farming. 

:i\Ir. GRAYSOX: The amount to be 
advanced for the purchase of sheep should 
be at least £400. If you allowed a small 
farmer to purchase 500 sheep it would give 
hirn a fair start. Then the Bill provides 
for an advance of £150 for five years for 
the erectwn of silos, That is a good prin­
ciple, and one that should have been adopted 
by the Department of Agriculture many years 
ago. If that encouragement had been given 
to the farmers ten years ago they would not 
have suffered during the very disastrous 
droughts that we have experienced of late, 
and there would not have been the largo 
decrease in dairying stock that has taken 
place. I am a strong believer in co-opera­
tion, and always have been. There is nothing 
that will encourage the farmer more than 
co-opcr.fltion. I will give an instance of what 
ihas heen done by one co-operative company 
on the Darling Downs. I ref0r to the \Var­
wick Co-operative Butter and Dairv Corn· 
pan:;- which started operations fifteen' or six· 
te-·n ;;ears ago. That company commenced 
operations on a small capital of about £L500. · 
and their capital to-day is £20,000, all o£ 
which is paid up, and' they have called a 
special meeting of their sh.' reholders to 
increrr'e their capital to £50,000. That com­
P<my has got four butter factories-one it: 
W m·wick, one in Allora, one in Texas, ana 

[Mr. Swayne. 

one in Goondiwindi. Not only haYe they got 
those four butter factories, but they control 
six ch<>ese factoric.; around ·warwick: and, 
furthermore, they ha \·c two stores running 
in connection with their business. Those are 
the fruits of co-operation amongst the 
farmers. I have no hesitatio;, in saying that 
the \Varwick Co-operative Butter and Dairy 
Company is one of the best managed com­
panies in Queensland, and it is managed 
entirelv hv dairvmen. ThE' whole directoratfl 
is compo'se-d of practical dairymen, and 
they have managed that company most 
succ0ssfullv. This Bill is intended to assist 
co-opcrati,:e compani£3 in new districts. 

Mr. S~IITH : It will assist them. 

:Mr. GRA YSO~: There is no doubt about 
that, and I do not intend t<J condemn the 
BilL \Vc have many new districts in Queens­
land that have opportunities equal to thosP 
in th0 Warwick district. The Bill wiJI· 
certainly assist farmers in new districts to 
erect butter factories, particularly as the 
Government are prepared to advance two­
thirds of the cost. There is one thing I 
would like the Minister tD explain more 
clearly. and that is, how much eapital doe3 
he expect the farmers to pay on each share 
before he makes the advance 9 Suppose they 
are £1 shares, how much eapital would tl1e 
dairy farmers have to pay up on each share 
before he would make th<' advnnce? · I 
hr ard the Minister sav that if 5s. in the £1 
was paid up he would be prepared to make 
an advance to the company. 

Mr. S:vnTH : The Bill provides for two­
thirds being advanced. 

Mr. GRAYSO~: There is no mention in 
the Bill as to the amount that must be 
paid up. It is a well-knmYn fact that in new 
districts it is impossible for dairy farmers 
to find 20s. in the £1. 

The SECRETARY FOR A<;lRICULTURE : Hear, 
hear! 

:\Ir. GRAYSON: I am glad to hear the 
lV1inister say "Hear, he .n· l" 

Mr. MORGAN : It should be in the Bill. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTcRE: You can 

deal with <>ach case on its merits. 

l\Ir. GRAY SON: No mention is made in 
the Bill as to the am0unt of capital that must 
be paid up before the Minister may grant 
an increase. I notice that, whereas under 
the prHcnt Act the rate of interest on 
advances is 4 per cent., under this Bill is it 
proposed to make it 6 per cent. I do not 
know the reason for this amendment, and I " 
am not going to suggest the sarne reason as 
the hon. member for Murilla. Apparently, 
the money that is to be advanced is to be 
voted out of consolidatod revenue. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It will 
be loan money in the first place. 

Mr. GRAYSOX: I think that 6 per cent. 
is too much. Under the present financial 
difficultic,, I think that 5 per cent. would be 
a fair thing, and, personally, I do not think 
that the farmers would object to pay 5 per 
cent. 

Mr. MoRGAN: You are speaking for your 
own district? 

Mr. GRA YSON: In mv opinion, the more 
liberal the Government can be in a measure 
of this kind. the better for the State of 
Queensland, because overvone who is repre­
senting a farming district must admit that 
the dairying industry is going to be one of 
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the bigge't industries in Queensland. It is, 
indeed, almost the salvation of Queensland. 
I believe that during these last three or four 
years the income from, the dairying industry 
has been equal to that of almost any other 
industry. I trust that the Government will 
administer the Act most liberally. 

'\Tr. SliiiTH: They are sure to do that. 

Mr. GRAYSO~: Well, my experience has 
been that they have not been too liberal to 
the farmers. 

::Ylr. t'h!TTH : ~ ot too liberal, but they have 
been just. 

Mr. GRAYSO~: Probably they have seen 
the error of their ways, and judging bv the 
introduction of what I consider a very liberal 
measure, they are beginning to find out that 
it is not only to their own inttorests, but for 
the welfare of Queensland, to give every 
encouragement to the dairying and farming 
industrif•5 of this State. 

Mr. SMITH (Jiackay): I desire to sup­
port the second reading of this Bill. In 
common with my friend the hon. member 
for Bowen, I think that it is going to assist 
the farmers of this State considerably, and 
will help to deal with the problem of pro­
duction which confronts us at the present 
day. \V e hear on every side, from every 
platform, we read in every paper of the need 
for increased production, and a measure of 
this kind with that end in view will have 
that effect. 

It appears to me that one of the principal 
alterations contained in this amending Bill 
is this : in the principal Act provision is 
made for advances to co-operative companies 
for the e~tablishment of factories, and so 
on. In the Bill advances are to be extended 
to the suppliers of those factories, a very 
sensible thing to do, because we know there 
is little good in making provision for a butter 
or cheese factory if, at the same time, we 
do not provide the necessarv n.eans of 
supplying it with the material' to enable it 
to produce its commodity. 

It is very interesting to listen to the objec­
tions of the hon. member for Murilla. He 
objected, in the first instance, to the rate 
of interest being increased from 4 per cent. 
to 6 per cent., but we can easily understand 
that that is due to the increased cost of monev 
at the present day. I consider the charge o'f 
6 per cent. to be eminently reasonable, having 
regard to the form of security. 

The hon. member also went on to inveigh 
against the methods of the Agricultural 
Bank. In dealing with advancps, we have 
always to bear in mind that the Commis­
sioner is dealing with trust funds. The funds 
which enable him to make advances to 
;;ettlers come out of the workers' savings, 
and I hold that the paramount consideration 
of any Commissioner is to secure the savings 
of the people of this State. I think the 
Commissioner is doing that. He may, per­
haps, be a bit tight in some respects, but 
that is the consid<lration which members 
opposite appear to have forgotten, or, at 
any rate, to ignore. We remember that 
before the present system of control, hon. 
members opposite used to go to the board 
of directors and get advances made to cer­
tain of their friends, where often the 
security did not exist at all. Everyone of 
us know that that was the case--where 
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there was political influence under the old 
system, advances .were often made to an 
amount greater than the secunty war­
ranted and that appears to be the idea 
which ' animates the hon. member to-day. 
Ho has little regard for the safetc· of the 
,,avings of thE .worker, who puts in a few 
shillings a week with a view to saving as 
much as he can, so long as he, by the use of 
:mv influence he may be able to exert, is 
abie to s<'cm·p an advance for a friend. We 
know that the Act which this Governm·ent 
introducNl and passed is the most liberal of 
any Act. in Australia, and it is of the utmost 
importance that security should be held for 
anv advances made. 

i1r. MORGAX : This Bill provides for 
St~curity, too. 

Mr. RMITH: I say that the hon. member 
appears to object to security being offered. 
He would, apparently, like to be able to 
make a raid on the 'Treasury, to be able to 
go to the Minister, and be able to get an 
advance where no security existed, or where 
the security was of a very questionable 
nature. 

Mr. MoRGA::\: Anybody would think that 
you . are giving the farmers something for 
nothmg. Y on are not. 

]'.fr. SMITH : This Bill also deals with 
the que,tion of dry shareholders. I have 
always objected as far as possible to dry 
shareholders in what is called a co-operative 
company. 

Mr. MoRGAN: That is because you have 
had no experience in floating loans. 

Mr. SMITH: The hon. member has ex· 
perienoo of floating loans for many purposes, 
I have no doubt. We know that trouble has 
occurred in the past in some of the sugar 
mills with regard to dry shareholders, The 
Minister has pointed out that it is almost 
impossible to ~Iiminate this element alto­
gether in certain industries. Under the 
principal Act it is provided -that a bare 
majority must be bona fide producers. In 
the Bill it is provided that two-thirds must 
be bona fide producers. That is an improve­
ment. Hon. m<::mbers opposite oppose every­
thing introduced here· by members of this 
Government. We know that this Bill, while 
it will not do everything that we would like 
it to do to stimulate agriculture, still, it is 
a step in the right direction, and it will 
assist farm~rs to carry on the production of 
necessary commodities in this State. As such, 
I welcome it, and I am prepared to support 
it. We hear a good deal of talk by hon. mem­
bers of the Opposition about revolution and so 
on, but we know that we have to frame Ol.U" 

legislation at th<;l present time according 
t.) the finances at our disposal. All reforms 
of eYery kind depend on our being able to 
finance them, and consequently we are pro­
ceeding cautiously, and on safe lin.;s. This 
Bill is an important advance on the prin­
cipal Act. It will be of considerable benefit 
to the farmers of this State, 'and it will 
help and stimulate production. No doubt, 
later on we will be able to still furth'lr im­
prove it. It is a policy we stand for on this 
side, and therefore I have much pleasure 
in supporting the second reading of the 
Bill. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): Any measure 
such as th<;l measure we are discussing this 
afternoon must claim the careful considera­
tion of every member of this Chamber. 

Mr, Ta;'!lor,] 
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Any measure which will at the present time, 
·or at any time, help to6' increase production, 
and do-as thl) Minister and other speakers 
have pointed ou"t this afternoon-namely, 
lessen the cost of living, must be a good 
thing. But anyone who has the time, or 
who has the knowledge to know what is 
actually happening in this State at the pre­
·sent tim~, on account of the dry period that 
we are going through. and on account of the 
lesser production which has come about 
largely on acDount of that drought. must 
:feel somewhat staggcre·d as to what is really 
happening in Queensland at the presGnt time. 
I would like to tell the Minister what I esti­
mate Queensland has bt•en doing ·during tlw 
last twelve months, or perhaps for a 
greater period than twf!lvc months. She> is 
sending out of the State every day £2,000 
to pay for one item alone, and that is 
·Chaff. If we consider such figures WG will 
know what it means to send so much money 
·out of the State for one commodity alone. 
Added to that the amount of money we 
.are sending out of the State for wheat and 
f!our-I hav<;) not got the exact figures­
but the money we arc> sending out of the 
·State for commodities to feed our own people 
is something appalling. If anything could 
be done at all to stop this money from going 
out of the State, then I think that WG should 
do it. I read in one of the afternoon papers 
to-day that there is a crop of wheat at 
Clifton at the present time which, on appear­
ances, is going to produce twenty-four bush~ls 
to the acre, yet I received a letter from 
another farmer at Clifton, who tells me that 
he could whip a flea over the whol\l of his 
wheat area. I£. it is possiole for one man on 
the Darling Downs at the present time to 
grow a crop of wheat under the conditions 
that have been \lXisting during the last six 
or eight months, then, I take it, by the 
same parity of reasoning, that fifty or a 
hundred farmers should be able to do it. 

Mr. MoRGAN: A thunderstorm make,; a 
great difference. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes, I know, but there has 
not been much rain there. The report I 
read in to-day's "Observer" states that that 
farmer took certain measur~s to conserve 
the moisture in the soil on his farm prior 
to sowing the wheat, and the cultivation of 
the land was vigorously proceeded with, with 
the result that I have mentioned. Personally, 
I~ve not great faith in our wheat pro­
duction, but when you come to read a re­
port such as that, it makes one ask the 
question : Why are we not doing more in 

• that direction? In discussing this Bill, I 
feel that it is naturally going to be of con­
siderable help in some dir.,ctions, but it 
wants to be still further liberalised than is 
proposed to be done at the present time. 
(Hear, hear !) It has been pointP,d out this 
afternoon, in regard to the dairying indus­
try, that the limitation of the number of 
cows whieh a man must have is not suffi­
cient. A calculation of the secretary of the 
dairy herd book societies of Qul)ensland 
shows that the yield from cattle valued at 
£10 per head would be more likely to be 
7s. 6d. per month, so that if the benefits of 
the Bill were extended to a dairy farmer 
with twenty cows, it would show a gross 
income of only £150 a year. Every hon. 
member will admit that that amount is not 
sufficient for a man to live on; therefore, the 

[Mr. Taylor. 

Bill, if passed in its present form·. will benefit 
no onP. I takP it that in order to enable 
a man to mak" a decent living the Bill will 
have to be liberalised in that direction. The 
benefits which the Bill will confer will. no 
doubt, be great, but, as has been pointed out 
this aft<;rnoon, we want more production, 
and we want the cost of living reduced, as 
it is abnormally high at the present time, 
and, unfortunately, we do not see much pros­
pect ahead of a reduction for some time. 
L'nless we are going to get more out of the 
soil and more out of the land, and unless 
we are going to use more intelligent methods, 
probably, than we• have done in the past, I do 
not see how we ar" going to bring down 
our cost of living. The dairying industry 
has advanced in Queensland during the last 
fifteen or twenty years. The whole trouble 
in connection with that particular industry 
has been that, while th\l industry has grown, 
and while the manufacture of butter and 
cheese has increased, the cultivation of the 
farms which are dairying at the present 
time has not inm·.,asoo to the proportionate 
extent it should have done, in order to meet 
the demands upon the products which have 
been grown on those farms. Hence we find 
the gr.;at cost of a number of articles to-day. 
\Ve have only to cast our minds back over 
the short period of twelve months, as I 
think I am fairly correct in mv estimate, 
when I state that Queensland during the year 
ended on the 31st July, 1918, exported 
in maizG alone to the Southern States to 
the value of something like £250,000 or 
£300,000. Queensland does not .do any 
exporting now. Fortunatelv, there is very 
little importing, as we have small crops of 
maize. and we are able to drag along with 
the high prices. I appeal to the Minister 
to pay some attention to some of the matters 
I havG mentioned to-day. Down on the 
South Coa0t district, on the Logan, I have 
seen as fine oaten chaff as could come from 
any part of Australia, and it really looks 
to me as if that part of our State is specially 
adapted for the production of that particular 
commodity. That being so, we should grow 
more of it,. instead of pouring out our money 
as we ar\l obliged t" do, and have been doing 
for some considerable time. Instead of im­
porting tons, and thousands of tons, we should 
endeavour to increase our production on 
those areas, and provide more money for 
our farmers to enable th~m to do it. Any­
one who has any love for his cC!untry at all 
must feel that we are not makmg the pro­
gress that this country should make. We are 
continually going on to platforms and talk­
ing about our wonderful potentialities. We 
have wond\lrful potentialities, but it really 

appears that we are standing on 
[5.30 p.m.] the threshhold of things, and 

only talking about our potenti­
alities, and not developing them as we should. 
I believe that good work may be done under 
this Bill. The hon. member for Mackay stated 
that one reason why there should be an in­
creased rate of interest charged is that the 
savings of the people which are loan~;:d by the 
bank for these enterprises should be safe­
guarded. I agree with the hon. member that 
those savings should be safeguard~d, and I 
would point out to him that this Bill will en­
able the Minister to get ample security for 
any advances made. If a man wants £150 for 
the purchase of stock, the J11inister will take 
good oar\) that he gets sufficient security for 
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that advance of £150. I l.Jelie,-e that 4~ or 
5 pel' cent. would be ample to cover all that 
the :Minister desires to do under the Bill. 
ThP great point wP want to kPep in mind 
i;;r, that w<> Bhould endeavour to pncouragP 
iner~ase-d production and bring about a 
lesser cost of living. It is onlv bv increased 
production and by sci<:>ntifk n1ethods of pro­
duction that we shall b<' abl" to reduce tlw 
cost of living. I read in one of the nf!WS­
papers last night that &'oured AuBtralian 
wool brought 7s. 6d. per pound in London. 
In view of facts such as that, we have to 
ask ourselves how can ;vc l'XpE'ct to get 
cheap, clothing? 

An HoxOURABLE ME}IBER : Make it ourselves 
in Australia. -

Mr. TAYLOR: Exactlv. With the hon. 
membPr, I 'ay we should' make it ourselv-es, 
but we are not making clothing ourselv<:>S. 
We are l<'tting other people make it. \Ye 
.raioo the mat-erial, pass it. o,·er the fence, 
and ask the other fellow to make it up 
for us, and we pay him the cost of making it 
up, wnh a_ small profit in addition. So long 
as we contmue th1s method of doing business, 
so long shall we find the cost of living high. 
To reduce that cost we must incr<?ase our 
pr_odnction and inercase our s<?eondary indu~­
trJes. 

One matter mentioned bv one hon. member 
in the course of this debat-e is the matt<'r of 
irrigation and water conservation. \Yhat 
haw~ we as a State done ·during the last 
i;hirty or forty years-in fact since we have 
had responsible government. in Quensland­
with regard to water cone<'nation and 
irrigation? 

J\1r. CoLLIXS: The Government are spend­
ing £150,000 in the hon. member for Bowen's 
Alectorate on what is known as thP Inkerman 
irrigation schen1e. 

Mr. TA YLOR: I am very pleased to know 
tha~ t_he Gov~rnmcnt iirP spending £150,000 
on nr1gatwn 1n the hon. member's eleetorate. 
But what ar'-' £150,000 over the long period 
of Queensland's history 't Certainly it is a 
Atart, and if that £150,000 is wisely spent 
good results will probably accrue from the 
expenditure. \Ye have a great paucity of 
water and streams in Queensland, and know­
ing that fact, surely when we get falls of 
rain and our streams are flowing, we should 
consorve that water and us" it to the be.st . 
possible advantage. \V e cannot irrigate as 
they do in some parts of America. \V e have 
probably very few districts which we could 
irrii'a!e in ~he same way as they are going 
to 1rr1gate 111 the electorate of Bowen, but 
something more should be done than is being 
done in that direction. What is the good 
of making roads for motor-cars to travel 
over-to enable those millionaires the hon. 
member for Bowen likes so much to make 
easy trips over the Range and over the 
Downs? We want roads which can be used 
for the transport of goods we are producing 
in the country. This Bill is one in which, 
as an Australian born, I feel particular 
int-erest. I reckon that Australia is the 
finest country in the world, and that Aus­
tralians are the finest people in the world, 
and I say that with all due respect to those 
who have not been born in Australia. I am 
deeply interested in anything which will 
advance my country and the people of my 
country, and any measure which will do that 
shall have my whole-hearted support, as it 

:;hould receive the support of every member 
of the House. This Bill is a step in the right 
diroction. but it needs liberalising in several 
respE'cts. · If we want small beginners to get 
on-and I take it that this mE'asur" is in­
tended to assist farnwrs who are small 
lH'gimw!"-tlten WP shoul·d make this Bill 
mort• liberal than it is, and I am surP if W<' 
do. good results will <l<'cruP. 

:\h. BRE.:'IJ'\'AX (Toowoomlia): ThP fact 
that nwmbers of tlw Opposition have praisPd 
this mea,;ure as one which will bP very useful 
to farmcrs is thr greatPst tribute that could 
lh' pai-d to the MinistPr who has introdueed 
it to the Rous<'. The farming industry 
should be looked aftN better than an r other 
indu,tn- in (~net•nsland at the pre;c.en't time. 
I do nor Sl'C why members of the Opposition 
should ridicule the idea of silos, seeing that 
during the recent drought we have found 
tlw advantage of fa rmcrt' consernng fod-der 
in ensilage. I remE'mb<:>r when I first came 
into thP HmL'E' hearing thP Pr-emier refer 
to otu· huge war bill, and Bay that the 
natural products of Australia, properly de­
veloped, ,-,ould be· the means of paying off 
that war bill, without the necessity of intro­
ducing exce,sive taxation. This is the first 
move "made by the Department _of A_gric'-:1-
tur," from which >vc may expect b1g thmgs 111 

the intere>t of the farmers. I am sure that 
the farmers on reading this Bill will see that 
the Labour party are the true friPnds of the 
farmE'r. and I <•xpect tha.t under sympathetic 
administration the measure will be found 
such an advanta<re to them that the next 
election will' pr~ve that the farmers are 
thoroughly behind the Labour party, and 
th'' Farmers' l'nion will probably s1gn the 
platform. 

Mr. MOORE (.-!ubigny): This is a Bill 
verv mueh in the sanw sort of style as the 
Fnemployment Bill which has bE'en brought 
in. The administration of the Government 
has necessitated the bringing in of such a 
Bill as this, to enable the farmers to pick up 
after tlw losses thcv have incurred. A few 
years ago. when wheat was very S< arce, t~e 
farmers of (' ueensland had to sell the1r 
wh<:>at at 3s. 6d. a bushel, while the Argen­
tine grower got Ss. 6d. They were com­
pelled to sell it by the Government. Is 
that the sort of thing which is likely to 
encourage production? The Government at 
that time also seized the butter, and sold 
it at a less price than the farmers were able 
to get for it. Is that the way to encourage 
production? 'l'he decrease in the produc­
tion of whent and hay is the natural outcome 
of the administration of the Government 
that we put up with three years ago. I 
am pleased to see the Government are at 
last beginning to realise that some other 
methods will have to be followe-d. What is 
the use of their talking about the liberal 
measure they have brought in? In New 
South Wales the Government have recog­
nised that production is necessary. They 
are prepared to give a farmer 5s. an acre 
to fallow his ground. Thev are prepared to 
guarantee him 5s. 6d. a bushel for his 
wheat for the next two years, and have 
guaranteed it. Is not that the way to en­
courage production? When a man goes into 
an industry he knows what he is going to 
get. H-ere, no guarantee is given. When 
he applies for seed wheat to help him to 
produce more, he has to sign an agreement 
which gives away his body and soul t{) the 

Mr. Moore.] 
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dApartmunt, before he can get it. He has 
to disdose his whole private business. I 
think yon will admit, Mr. Speaker, that it 
is that sort of policy which has brought 
about the conditions that exist to-day. 

Mr. BRENNA:\: You should not laugh when 
you are talking of ,_uch a sNious question 
to the farmers. 

Mr. ::\IOORE : The thought crossed my 
mind at the time that I was rather sorry the 
SpPaker was in the chair, because I felt he 
waR uncomfortable. One thing the farmers 
do want is the means of getfing water on 
their propertieR. I would like to read & 
ne\\.lpaper paragraph to show what is hap­
pening in X ew South Wales, and what is 
requirP.d in this State-

'· Th<' lack of rain in the western dis­
tricts of :'-iew South Wales has caused 
landholders to turn their attention to 
boring. It is said that for a corripara­
tively small expenditure in boring, sub­
artesian supplies may be found through­
out tho whole of the lower valley of the 
Macquarie, from \V Pllington to its junc­
tion with the Darling. There are now 
<>ight shallow boring plants operating in 
the district, from Vi' ellington to Trangie, 
under the direction of the New South 
Wales Water Conservation and Irrigation 
Commi1l,ion, and about 150 bores have 
been put down without a single failure 
being experienced. The depths Yary from 
less than 100 feet to about 250 feet. 

" Landhold<>rs are now largely aYail­
ing themselves of the concessions offered 
by the commis,ion, which finds the water· 
at a cost varying from 9s. to 12s. 6d. per 
foot, with casing supplied, &nd it grants 
five yPars to each landholder, irrespec­
tive of his financial status, to pay off 
the cost without interest. Hundreds of 
applications have yet to be dealt with, 
and to hurry on the work some of the 
plants are working three shifts. The 
main difficulty of the commission is to 
find experienced drillers. If the supply 
of tlwse experts w&s up to the demand, 
the whole of the eight plants would now 
he working three shifts." 

An OPPOSITION JliiEi\IBER : There is & 
National G'overnment there. 

Mr. ::\-IOORE: It is a Xational Govern­
ment, certainly. 

Mr. KIRWAN: XobodY knows what 'Ort of 
Government it is ;;t present. You should 
read what the president of the Farmers' 
Union said about Holman and his crowd. 

Mr. 1100RE : The farmers and settlers 
are the best persons from whom to get in­
formation regarding whether or not they 
arn satisfied. I say that is the principle 
we want brought into this Bill, so that a 
man could obtain money to get water on 
his farm. He cannot do any agriculture or 
dairying, or anything else unless he !lets 
watf'r. He must have water to start with. 
That is the difficulty with which a large 
number are faeeil to--dav. Vi'e know on the 
Downs, and in a great many other parts 
of QuePnsland, w nter can be secured at 
shallow depths. 'rhe only difficulty is, they 
are not in a pQsition to secure the money. 
I think the most important thing that could 
be put in thi~ Bill is a provision to enable 
the farmPrs to obtain money for that pur­
pose. It will give them 3J1 opportunity of 

[Mr.lrl'oore. 

getting on with their dairying and agricul­
ture. After all, it requires something more 
liberal than this to encourage agriculture 
in Queensland. Some guarantee is neces­
sary. so that a man will know what he is 
going to get. We find it in ::'-Jew South 
Vi'ales and Victoria, but Queensland did not 
<"Ome into the wheat pool. 

}fr. Bm:NNAN: Why? You stopped it. 

Mr. :MOORE : The Premier was the gentle­
man who stopped it. (Government dissent.) 
He said. " Have a referendum of the farmers 
and sc>e what they Vlant," at the Yery last 
momPnt, wh"n he knew the peoplq would 
no! _have an opportunity of expressing an 
opmwn. 

'rhc· PR!:'lln:R: I offered it. and you would 
not agree. 

::.lh. }lOORE : There is no question of the 
Pr<>mier offering. He said he as prepared 
to take it if the majority of the farmers 
asked ; and the farmers never had an 
opportunity. 

Tht• PREMIEH: If the members of the Op­
posit.ion agrc>ed; but you did not agree. 

}Ir. }100RE: There was one small area 
down at tlw \Varwick end that said they 
did not want to go into the pool, because 
they had a co-operative mill, and had It 
filled with wheat. 

Tlw PREMIER : No, there were two prorni-· 
nent members of your party. 

}fJ·. .MOORE : It was the one small co­
operative mill in \V"arwick that said it, and 
the Premier took <~~dvantage of that to get 
himself out of a. difficulty. The re;;ult is, to­
day we are importing wheat into Queensland 
-sending out money that should have r~­
mained in the State. 

:.1-Ir. BRENNAN : Why? 

Mr. ::O.IOORE: B<>cause of the price given 
for the wheat. 

}fr. BREXXAN: \Ve have had drought an-cl 
rust for the last fiye years. 

::\1r. :\IOORE: \Ve had a. serious drought 
this year, undoubtedly. I do not suppose 
there is going to be much wheat this year .. 
Is it likelv that any farmer is going to plant 
wheat and have the price fixed at much less 
than he can get outside? The Federal Go .. 
vernment kept the wheat pool open for 
Queensland to come in. 

:\Ir. BRENNAN: ::'\o, they excluded Queem 
land. 

::\lr. ::O.IOORE : They did not exclude 
Queensland. The Farmers' Union on the 
Downs wrote down and asked the Minister 
that it should be kept open. He kept it 
open for Dver three months so that Queens­
land rould come in if she wanted to; but th< 
Ministry were wobbling from si-de to side 
and did not know on which side they were' 
going to get the votes. 

The PREMIER: What. do you think shonlr' 
have been done? 

Mr. MOORE: We should 'have gone into 
the pool. I wf.'nt round the districts and 
advocated it. 

The PREMIER : If you want my opinion, f 
think the wheat farmers h<l.ve been badly 
treated in the pool. 
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Mr. MOORE: I am not going to say the 
farmers in the whe.at pool have not been 
badly treated, but they are like kings corn 
pared with the wheat farmers h1 Queensland 
who are outsi·de the pooL 

'J1he PREMIER : 1 say the whole• lot of thPm 
hov"' been badly treated 

Mr. MOORE: We quite agree on that 
point. I cannot underst<lnd why the Pre­
x;nier, having this knowledge, did not treat 
the farmers in Qu<eensland better than he ha~ 
done. Instead of that, what does he do? 
He fixes the price .at 3s. 6d. a bushel, when 
they can get 5s. in New South \Vales. and 
).;a.id 8:•. 6d. for the Argentine whHlt coming 
in. Then he says the farml'rs arE' b<1dh· 
treated. ' · 

Th•· Pm~Mn;R: The pri<"e of whPat wa~ nol 
fixt·d. 

Mr . .YlOORE: The pricP of fl.c:ur wa·,. and 
it had to be made from local wlucat IV£> 
kno.•{ that that fixe' the price of ,-heat ·we 
know they have their numbers, and the~ 
'Can fix thP farmers in that position. \Vhen 
th,> farmer grasp; the po,ition, and fincls out 
that it is onl v hv organisation and eombina­
tion that h~ can< get a living wage for him­
self, and insists on his right&. he will gPt 
what h<> oull'ht to have: but, until lu• graspo­
that fa et, hP is at Hw mPrc·y of any party 
whieh happer:<; to b0 in power which has <1 

largn lJodv of con-..umers bf'hind tl>mn to fAed 
at a cheap rate. I wish tllf' fa rm(•r... in 
QuePnsland would comhinP. Tlwy haH' no 
tribunal now, and if the~· eombine<l they 
would 'CJOn put themselves in a position to 
he abh\ to g-Pt a living \vagP. I eau ~peak 
fePlingb' in rt\gard to· thP experiem·ps of 
farmE-rs. I know dozens of funner• on the 
Downs who ute next door to starving. It is 
almost unbAlievable what p0ople are putting 
up ;dth to-day without complaining. 

Mr. ({JLDAY: It is the ·drought. 

Mr. .YIOORE: Undoubtedly, it ;, thE' 
drought, hut that does not alter the fact 
that people in the cities, when there is a 
drought or strike and unemployment, gej· 
even assistance free from the Government. 
This. is supposed to be a liberal Bill, under 
whid1 advan<'eo are• going to he madP to the 
farmPrs on extraordinarily generous condi­
tions; but the farmers are in such a position 
to.day that they will have to be given more 
liberal conditions still. I wish to show what 
has been given in Government relie.f to the 
"i"y consumers outside the country. In 1916 
there was £16,188 given: in 1917, £9.379; 
in 1918, ,£9,152; and in 1919. £28.162. 

Mr. }!ORGAN: All free. 

Mr. MOORE : All frPP. 
1:'hP PREMIER: Do you say it should han' 

hPPn le~s? 

Mr. 0\IOORE: I do not sav it should have 
been lPss at all. I say that: if the farmers 
1i're in a worse• position than thos<' people 
wl·n got that relief, they should be given 
rnorP <'Onsideration than having 1noney 
offored to them at 6 per cent. with drastic 
c•mditions, when the working men's deposits 
in the Savings Bank only earn 3~ pe·r cent. 
Why should the farmers not hP entitled to 
recein• exactly the same as thf' striker who 
goPo out and breaks thP law? 

Mr. WHITFORD: What about the farmer 
w.ho breaks the law-the Dicbon awa.r<l? 

:'\Ir. MOORE: The unfortunate farmer 
had an award placed on him which the 
industry could not carry. 

The PRE~IIER : Why do you say they should 
he put in th<: position of tht' men who brf·ak 
tlw law? 

Mr. :\100RE : To get relief. Why should 
the farmers not get relie-f, 'instead of having 
to pay 6 per cent. for borrowed money? A 
howl is raised because a certain amount of 
wheat has been distributed to the farmers, 
!hP cost of which has not been paid back 
with intere,t .. 

'!'he PREMIER : Do you say it should be 
givPn to thPm for nothing? 

Mr. MOORE: If we are going to en­
eourag<> wheat production in Queensland, why 
not gi. e it to them? They are prepared 
lu gi,t> iiwir labour anci grow- the wheat 
to fe-ed people in the towns. If they have 
not got tlw monf'y, why not gin' them the 
opportunity? 

'I'h<' PRE:\IIEH: The~' are givf'n thP oppor­
tunity. 

:\Ir. :\IOORE : At 6 per cent. interest. 
Thnt• was £62,000 giYen in relief to the 
tov n:.. \Yhv should there• be such a dis­
<'rPpancy '' You require some capital before 
you put in the seed wheat. 

Tlw PRE~IJER : Had they been allowed a 
'imilar price to Canada. tlwy would not have 
IH'Nl allowed relief. 

:\lr. MOORE: Does thc> Premier not know 
that the parity of whPat in Australia to-'Cl.ay 
.is 5s. 6d. compared with Canada? We are 
going t{} haY<' wheat fixed at a price in 
c\ustralia below the price of Canada, yet we 
havp to import wh<.>·at from Canada and pay 
15,. for it. 

Tlw PREMIER: Do vou sav the· freights 
from .\nstralia are justified? " 

:\Ir. :.YlOORE: Xo, I have neyer said any­
thing- about that; I take the facts as they 
arP. The Premier says we are not getting 
a proper price for our wheat. How. is he 
going to alter it? Can he lower the. fre~ghts? 
\Vp are gc'tting 5s. 6d. to-day, whtch IS the 
parity of Canadian wheat, because the New 
:S'outh \\~ales Government has guaranteed 
5s. 6d. for two ye-ars to wheat dealers in 
l'\pw South \Vales. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Will the hon. 
llH•mbPr endeayour to sav something with 
regard to the Bill? (Government Hear, 
!wars! and laughter.! 

::\Ir . .YIOORE: I can quite believe• that it 
is unpalatable to the Premier. I am point­
ing out the nPcc>ssity of more• JihE'ral terms 
bPing put into a Bill like this. 

J\fr. \YHlTFORD: ArP you in favOl!r of the 
Bill': 

Mr. ::\IOORE: I am in favour of it, but 
l want to make• it more liberal than it is. 
I want to SP(' that interest is not charged 
at an exorbitant rate to men who are in the 
position to-day of having to place. themselyes 
in the hands of the MinistE'r in connectiOn 
with wheat. Thev bhould be· abk to get 
n1on0y on rf'oasonablt• termf:.. 

.:\Ir. BREX::\Al\: They would not takP it. 

Mr. :\IOORE: 1\'ho would take it under 
tlw condition~? I shonld think they would 

Mr. Moore.) 
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not take it. They had to sign an agree­
mPnt, make known their private affairs, and 
have: their statement verified by a justice of 
tlw peace before they could get it. 

::\1 r. BRENNAN interjected. 

111'. ~IOORE : I supposE' the farmerB went 
to the hon. member as a legal gentleman. 
and that lw· said, '' This is all right-fill it 
up," and got 6s. 3d. for doing it. (Laugh­
tPr.) 

Mr. BREN.'<AN : It is political fc<>ling. 

J.lr. ::\IOORE: I would like to see the Bill 
amended, so that monev will bP available 
for other purposes, such as getting water, 
and that the interest will not be so high as 
it is. The· Agricultural Bank is su.pposed 
Jo afford the same relief as this Bill does, 
but th<' CommissionH apparently thinks that, 
in a number of eases, the s<>curity is not 
good Pnough. The Minister may possibly, in 
this case, b<' more sympathetic. If you are 
ab!< to get on without giving the libE>ral 
terms grantod ;n other States of Australia, 
so much the better for Queensland. My 
<>xperience of dairying and wheatgrowing for 
twenty vcars leads me to believe• that therf' 
should b<: some method of giving an assured 
pricP for labour and cost of producing. 

1fr. \VHITFORD: Why not send the produco 
to the l';tate } reduce Agency? 

:\fr. l\fOORF~: Even the hon. member for 
Normanby did not go t<J the State Produce 
Ag<>ncy when he wanted to get some chaff 
up to his own district. The rPason we do 
not go to it is becaljSe practically everything 
sold, at the ~tate Produce• Agency is pur­
<' ha sed in New ;,louth \V ales and brought up 
to "'Il in Qupen;;land. · 

{Sittin!f ,WSJHndt'<l from 6 p.m. to 7 p.111.) 

Mr. ROBERTS {East Toon·oo·mba): I 
notice that the title of this Bill is " A Hill 
to anwnd tlw Go-operative Agricultural Pro­
dution Act of 1914 hy extending its provision~ 
'O as to enable advances to be made to 
farmers for cf'rtain ohjf'ds, and for other 
purposes,'' and I notic<' that one of thos" 
purposes, to which I am very mueh opposed, 
is to incr!.'ase the ratE' of interest. Ref<>renc<' 
has been mad<' by en:ry e;pealwr this aftPr­
noon to tho difficulties with which th,• man 
on the land has had to contend for a numb<'r 
of spa sons in Queensland. \V e find that this 
rtl(la:-;urt\ \vill put more burdens on tht" Hll").n 
who ar<' unable to bea.t· them, that is the men 
who want assistanct'. I cE'rtainlv think it 
would be to the adYantagB of the Govern· 
ment if they would reconsider the rate of 
inter<>st. to bC' charged on theee advanceB, 
I do not know what they are going to pay 
jor money, but we know that all they arf' 
paying to thP public through the Savings 
Rank is 3& per c<>nt., and to hring down a 
pro1·isiou to increase the ratP of interest to 
6 )lPr CPnt. on advances made to farmers is 
not at all calculated to encourag<> men to 
go in for increased produetion. It is cheap 
mo1wy that these men want. Reference has 
b('en made to the need of water. Wc know 
th" want of water is one of the unfortunate 
conditions appertaining to Queensland. Not 
only an' we unfortnnatP in the mattf'r of 
rainfall, but in many of our districts there 
is a scar<'ity of watm·. A few nights ago 
whnn this Bill was before thtl House, Mr. 
Corser, the hon. member for Burnett, pointed 
out the difficultiPs th<' settlers in his district 
ha.d to contPnd with owing t<J the want of 

[Mr. Moort. 

wat.<>r. 1wd we know the same thing applies 
to a ~reat many agricultural districts in 
Que<'nsland. It is pleasing to know that men 
who are interested in cultivation evidently 
occasionallv take note of what is said in this. 
Hon'<'. and I find that the remarks of the 
hon. membm· for Burnett, who certainly 
know,; what is required by the people in 
his district, were read by a farmer in the 
H elidon district. That farmer addressed a 
letter to .::\lr. Corser, and when going home at 
the weekend hP mentioned it to me, and I 
explai11ed to him that it was most unfortu· 
nate that Mr. Corser, this weekend, would 
bP engaged in his own electorate. The rc'sult 
wa,; that hP sent me a copy of the letter, and 
I propo>P, in the absence of :Mr. Corser, the 
hon. nwmhcr for Burnett, to read it in this 
Houst•, as it will explain clearly what men 
in tlw agricultural districts havB to con­
tend with. The letter is -dated Orange Vale, 
Ht'lidon, 11th SeptembE'r, 1919. 

~fr. \VrXRTANLEY: Is that a private letter? 

:\fr. HOBERTS! It is not a private letter. 
:\'Jr. \VINSTANLEY : It is from a private in-

·rliYidual to another private individual. 

'::\Ir. ROBgRTS: I would not call M.r. 
C'orS<'l' a private individual. It is addressed 
to ::Yir. C'orser, ~I.L.A. 

:Yir. \\~INSTANLEY : You are not in order in 
re-ading it. 

Mr. ROBERTS: I think 
writPr :-.ay;s....-

a1n. 

·• Orange Vale, Helidon, 

The 

" 11th September. 1919. 
.. ~fr. Cor:;Pr, M.L.A. 

"Dear sir,-~In reading your speech of 
the 2nd instant, re co·operative advances 
to farmers, you said, ' even if it meant 
.'t•nding for another order for His Excel­
lt•JK'Y thP Goyprno.r, we'll malw it a much 
bro~der Bill, so that assistanen may be 
given where it is desired. The greatest 
want of tht> farmer to-day is permanent 
watPr.' 

·• For this I wish to say thank you, for 
I have been struggling since 1887 on a 
dry farm, S)Jending every farthing I 
could gf't hold of to find water. The last 
rrv was a, Government picked site sunk 
to' a depth of 400 feet. I wrote to Mr. 
H untm·, then ::\Iinister for Lands, ask­
ing him if hP could help me in any way, 
but it was the old tale, no funds aYail­
abiE'. [Letter enclosed.] Now, if I could 
'\'Pt a loan under this Bill to ha'l'e .another 
try it would bP a grPat help to mP. for 
with a supply of water on the place other 
diffieultiPs would be small. 

'' I am sorry I did not ~See this sooner, 
but hope' you haye sucpe~'<led, if not, hope 
you will try and gPt in an amendment 
in the Council. 

'' Thanking you in anticipation. 
'' Yours faithfully. 

".TAMES TYSOE." 

An intt"rj<>ction was made a few moments 
ago that I was not justified in reading what 
>onwonc tNmed a private letter. I propose 
now to r<:ad what mav be termed a public 
letter. This is a letter which was sent to 
Mr. Tyso<', and to which he refers in the 
letter i: have just rBad. It is -dated 23rd 
July. 1917, from the Department of Public 
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Land", and it Hhows that hon. gentlemen 
eitting on the front Treasury bench have had 
brought Ji rectlv uuder their notice the need~ 
of these men, and yet when they bring in an 
amendment of the Act they make no pro­
vision for what is really most essential in 
connection with land settlement to-<:lay, and 
that is the providing of water. This is tlw 
letter that went out from the Lands Dt•­
partrnent-

" Dear Sir,-In reply to your lett!'r uf 
19th instant, I regret to say there is no 
fund in the Lands Department by which 
it is possible to do as you wish. l._Tnlf'"'S 
you get assistance from the bank I fear 
nothing can be done. I very much r<•­
gret to hear of your misfortunf', and trust 
you may succeed in getting your bore to 
a depth which may procun• you a 
stlpply. 

"Your truly, 
"J. M. HF:STER. 

.. ::Ylr. J ames Tysoe, 
" Orangefiel-d, Helidon.'' 

It is most regrettable when thesE' things arP 
brought directly under the notice of Min­
isters, that when a Bill is brought before 
this House where some provision for assistance 
in the direction asked might be made, there 
is no rf'sponse from the Ministry of the day. 
·we know that in connection with mining, 
advanc-es are mad.- on verv easv terms. The 
Government will advance· £1 far £1 to en­
able a man to look for mint'rals. and I cn­
tainly think thf'y might considPr the man 
on thP land who dPsirf's· to go in for in­
creased production, which we are told is 
essential. Yet a man who has sunk almost 
every penny he can get hold of, and has 
gon!' down a depth of 400 fePt ·on a sitt~ 
selec·ted by a Government expert and all tlw 
expense lust to him, is tol<:l that there is, 
unfortunately, no provision for a'"istance. 
\VhE'n may we expect that provision will bt> 
made? I know that there are somo provisions 
in this Bill which will be availed of but the 
two essentials are those which I have' strE'ssed. 
For instance, the increased rate of intere't 
will not assist the man on the land. Some 
peoplE', of course, will borrow if they have 
to pay any interest-unfortunately there is 
,:ometinJPs the consideration that 'they will 
not pay the principal. With r<Jgard to thP 
contention that th<- GovPrnmt'nt are doing 
things for the man on the land in manv 
other ways, WO know that WC used to have a 
Railway Guarante<' Act. Tlw Gov0rnment 
take credit for having taken that measure off 
the statute-book. Unfortunatelv, thev have 
done sonlE'thinp; els<• ---rE'du~ed · tlw i-ailwav 
servicf'. " 

Mr. CARTER: \Vhat has that to do with 
this Bill? 

Mr. ROBERTl::l: Tht• Gon•rnmpnt arP 
offering what may bP a small attraetion to 
the man on the land, but when it conH'' to 
the general principle of ::mlid assistanct' to 
those persom who have their lh·elihood to 
g-et from the land thPy <ll'P sadly wanting-. 

"Ylr. BA YLRY (Pitt.<u·orth); I am burp 
that lllPlllhere of tlw Opposition will agn•<l 
with me that, after having such a number 
of Bills bot·h unj uo;t and unnc-<'''"~ary forced 
upon thiil House, it is quite tPfreshing to 
find a Bill of this des0ription lwfore us. and 
although it is not perfect in all particulars 
and is capable of very considerable improve­
ment, yet I am quite satisfied that it will 

lllPt!t \Vith the g-PHeral ~upport of this Hou.-:'l\ 
and with thP general ~upport of rnen1bers of 
tlw Opposition. It has been Haid many 
tiuH'~ on•r that, if this State io. to be pros­
pProu::-;, the }Jrintary produc.ers rnust ~e en 
couragPd. At the pres0nt ume the prnnary 
producers. of QuPen~I:and, or a very largH' 
number of them, arP being cru"hed to tlw 
ground to an extcnt almost beyond belief. 
A largP proportion of them hardly know 
whPre to turn. Thev are troubled with 
drought. It is several years since we had 
wha.t mi_ght. be called a good wh0at crop. 
and thP primary prodn<~ers generally _speak­
int;. throughout a very large portion o£­
Queenf<land lw ve had an Px~essi vely bad 
time. I am thPrdor<' pleased to see that 
the Governrnent are taking stt'ps to give 
thPrn 'ome relief. If only for tlw good of 
Qu.,pnsland thE' primary producers shC!uld bo 
assi&tPcl. Thaw ]JPrsono connpeted w1th the 
secondary industrie,, and the citizens of 
Queenoland generally,_ cannot succeed . in 
business unlE'ss the pnmary producers hke­
wi:-..P arp vrosperons, ~o that it is not only 
good for the farmers themselve'. but for· 
tlw g·ood of th<• whole of the State that th<'Y 
should hP assistPd in this and other direc­
tions. And thPn it is only justice that this 
shoul<l hf' donP. It has already be<'n ;;tatC'd 
that many thousands of pounds have been 
distributed by tlw GO\·ernment in the form 
of outdoor n_~lief to nt>ce:;sitous persons. Few· 
qut>~tion~. if an.v, wflr-f?- askfld; and in n1.any 
im-tan<:>es rnen and wo1nen haY<\ bePn k<?pt 
for long periods of tin!f' at the PX)l811SC of" 
tluc GovPrnmPnt- at the cxpensP of th•" 
(rpnf'ral taxpuvpr. Those :-.tuns of n1one-~ .. 
~'Pre g·iven a" ~ frpp gift, the- rt'cipients were 
not askPd to pav thPm back: thesP amount'. 
wen• not loaned· to those workers at interest. 
That bPing tlw case, [ take it that it is only 
ju,t that tlw farnH•r,;. who are a most deserv­
ing da·"', should be assisted by th<' Govern­
ment- to the grcate't p<JSsiblP Pxtent. A few 
months ag<l the Goverunwnt brought forward 
a proposition to distribute sepd _whc•at to the 
farnH't"& of QuPPmland, and I tlnnk that most 
rPa~onable p<~oplP 1vill agree with 111e--I an1 
~ertain that tht> wlwat farmers will agret• 
wiHt me --that thP proposition made by tlw 
~lPpartnwnt w«" ab~olutely unworthy ?f tiH' 
Gon-.runwnt in any l'PHPE'<'t. On looking at 
the application form, fm· instance. we find 
that it w'" inquisitorial in th!' extreme. Any 
farmer wishing to purchase seed wheat fror!t 
tht• Oovernnwnt was forced to lay 'bare pra{'tt­
eallv thP whole of hi;; privatp an;-! husinf't"S 
afftiir~. 

The RPE"\KER : 'Will the hon. uwmber lw 
good f'JHHtgh to <'ollnf-.<:>t hl~ re1narks ,vith thf" 
Bill·~ 

3ft·. BAYLEY: Yes. I am pointing out 
that it is highl_v dt•sirable that the farm<·r~ 
~h011ld rt~cPiYf• t'Yf11'Y p0'38ible- as~ista.nce, that. 
tlw,- should rPcein• lwlp which is of som<• 
pr:a'(,tieal u-sP and not suC'h .as.,.<.:;istancc as -,va.& 
o·iYPll in thP form of tlw seed wheat s~hem<>, 
hPc-au"• it was mach- practically impossibln 
arHl undesirable fur a large :;ection of them 
to avail them~<'IY<">< of the offpr made upon 
that oeeasion. 

I ,!Joule! lib• to 'i"'ak for n few moments 
on ·"mw of the principal fPatnres of tiH> 
Bill. '\Ve find. in tltf' fir,t placE'. that only 
tho'i<' persons who !iC'""'SS le"' than twenty 
c·ow,. and oulv tho"'' farm<>rs or would-lx• 
ftal'lners who agTP(~ to havfl l<~s;o; than twenty 
cows art), ablP · to g>('t assi-::;tanee front thP. 
Government. .. 

Jlr. Bayley.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That is 
t.o say, if they have twenty already they do 
not. eome under the Bill. 

Mr. BA YLEY: Tw~nty cows form only a 
small herd. I am qmte prepared to admit 
that v_ery m~ny men start their dairying 
operations With far less than twenty cows. 
At the same time, I r>laim--and most persons 
who understand the dairying industry will 
admit-that they are cutting things r:ither 
fine in this regard. I do not think it is at 
all desira'ble to fix such a small limit : I think 
that the men who wish to milk or IJOSS\'SS 

a. larger num her of eo"" should- also be 
a."isted. As has alwadv been pointc•d out. 
a considerable proportion of a herd of cows 
will not be in milk . .and in th<> drv 'f'asons 
which we •han• been Pxperiencing 'for sornf' 
years past it has been no uncommon thing 
for prac·tically the whole of a herd to go 
dry. and it behovP' the fe.rmers of Queens­
laud-as well as the farnwrs of othr>r places 
bk<sod with better season'~ ~to have a fairlv 
large number in the herd. · 

Then we find that only thos<> producPr~ .art> 
to be assisted per medium of this Bill who 
send their Jn·odu~p to a butter, ~h(•ese, or 
-condensed milk factory, and I would point 
out that that means the.t many persons 
woul-d be prevented from taking ad~·antage of 
tlw provisions ,,f this Bill. ::Manv dairvmen 
are situated many mile•, from the n~are5t 
factory: it is impossible for them to send 
their milk or cream to any factory. PPrhap:< 
thPre may no.t be a fe.ctory within 20. 30. 40. 
o~ even 50 miles. What are th<'y to do? 

Tht> SEC'RETARY FOR AGRICFLTFRE: Establish 
a fe.ctory und<>r thp Bill. 

:Y~r. BAYLEY: They ~imply rnarmfacture 
ibeir own butter or cheP'l' <tncl if this Bill 
is passed in its present f;,rm we will find 
that a. large numbPr of pioneers in the dis­
tant .and sparsely setth•d districts will bP 
deprived of its bPnefib<. I am sure that the 
M!nister i~ only too desir~nts of aBsisting 
tlus deserv;ng_ da;s of the prHuar:-· producers, 
and that 1t 1s only necessary to point out 
t.he defect to have it remedied. 

:VIr. CART~.R: You should try to rt'ltd yc•ur 
speech with morp .-im. 

'Mr. BA YLEY: I should try to t'f'ad it as 
a gPntlenw.n, and that i~ 1norP than f::ion10 do. 

The SPJ~AKER: T•lw hon. ntPmhPr iR not 
pc>rmitted to read hio spePeh. 

:Mr. BA YLEY: I am not rt>ading- one 
word. 

The SPEAKER: The hem. member c;aid 
that he would try to rrad it as a gf'nt!Pman. 

l\fr. BAYLEY: Well, I mean that I shall 
tr.v to speak it in that way. 

:Mr. MAC'~>RT;s-EY: A <'<>rtain o-pntl<'man on 
thf' othPr RidP, wPll known for tJlP truth. said 
f-(0, 

:VIr. CARTER: Like yotnRelf. 

Tlw SPEAKER : OrdPr ! 

Mr. BAYL.EY: I hay,. a copy of tlw Bill 
in my hand, and I am rf'fPrring to that. 

:VIr. C'AR'l'ER: I know you ar<' doing- your 
lH'~t. 

:VIr. BA}:'T,EY: We at·r> lituitiug· the people 
t.lP:.;iring- to ·Pngagc• itJ dairying to hvf•.nty 
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<:oWR. Unfortunately, during a drought 
cattle are very cheap, and a dairyman could 
purchase far more than twenty cows with 
the money allowed under this Bill, but he 
is not allowed to do so. That is a defect in 
the Bill which I would lik<· to tiee remedied. 
It would be fa.r better to allow the settler 
to purchase cows up to the limit allowed in 
anothm· clause, and not confine him to twenty 
!wad. In ordinary times cows cost £10, £15, 
or more per hPad, but one can often buy 
them for one-fourth of this in times of 
drought. I notice that the Bill provides 
that a nerson who annualh- ~ultiYatPs not 
le,;~ than ten aC'ree a.nd h,;:rvests the crop 
frrnn that area i~ described a~ a. fanner. 
who will bP able to get Government assist­
anee under this Bill. It is onh' those who 
harvest their crops who are to get assistance. 
but I know t.hat for several y·e.ars Queens­
land farnwn have not been able to harvest 
their erops at all. During the dry seasons 
1argp numlx•r·--> of fanners throughout Queens­
land havP had no crops worth considering, 
and und,•r this Bill they will be absolutely 
precluded from taking advantage of the 
advance' madP by the Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC'GLTURE : It 
appliPs to othf·rs br-.ide~ dairy farmers. 

2\-[r. BA YLEY: I ''<mld also point out 
that in manv cases dain men do not harvest 
their crops, 'but feed tl:i'em to the cows. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: If you 
look at t)IP definition yon will eee that you 
a1·p ·wrong. 

::VIr. BA YLEY: Cnder this Bill they must 
harvP"t tlwir crops. 

'I'hP SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Not 
dairy fannerf'. 

Ml'. BA YLEY: I find also that non­
,hareholders are not encouraged in this Bill. 
It has been pointed out by the hon. member 
for Murilla, who knows something of this 
matter-and I elaiui to ha Ye had some slight 
<>xperienc-e in this regard too-that in many 
of the spars0ly settled districts it wouLd be 
irnpmsible for ~lairymen or primary pro­
duoors to g-et a factory going unless they had 
the financial assistance of their neighbours, 
who although not directly interBsted in pri­
Inary purHuitK are anxious to give some 
financial help to their neighbours who are. 
It is a pity that the Gon•rnment are taking 
'tPps to discourage this typ<> of man and 
prevent hitn fron1 giYing a~Rh•tanco in this 
way. 

ThP SECRETARY FOR . lGRICl'L'IURE : ThP hon. 
mPmlwr for ::Vlurilla savs that we favour 
thP dry ,harehold<:rs to'o much, and give 
th<>m increa&ed divi.dends. 

::Ylr. CARTER: Then> is a differP!lCf• of 
upinjou betwC'Pn them. 

::VIr. BA YLJ~Y: I am not criticising this 
Bill just for the sake of criticism, but I 
am pointing out its defect' in order that 
some of them mav hP remoyed. I think I 
know the Ministm: "ufficientlv well to know 
that, he is anxious to do what i!i the best. 
possible for the producer. 

::VIr. \VHITFORD: Camouflage. 
::Vlr. BAYLio,Y: I am satisfie-d that when 

these mattPrs ar<, poinwd out to him that hE' 
will be pleasPd to make thesfl alterations. 
A good deal has been eai-d about the amount 
of interest to be r>harged on loan:<. At the 
Jll'f'sent timp the depositors in th<> Govern­
ment Savings Bank are only recPiving 3~ 
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per cent. interest. That is the maximum 
amount paid whether on fixed depositq or 
not. Seeing that the Government claim 
that they are anxious to help the primary 
producer 'they should mak,e the rate of 
interest as low as possible. The Government 
say that they are anxious t'? help the pri­
mary producer, yet they rarse the rate of 
int•Prest from 4 to. 6 per c<>nt. I strongly 
urge the Minister to do all h0 possibly can 
to assist the primary producer. and let him 
haY<' the money at as low a rate of interest 
as possibh•. The Government will losP noth· 
ing hy it, because if tlwy charge 4 pt>r cent. 
they will still make ~ per cent out of it. 
and thev will have amp]p s.,•curitv for the 
loans effecte-d. If they do that they will be 
a.eting wisely and with a degree of justice. 

Mr. M ORGAN : Hear, hear ! 4 per cent. is 
quite enough. 

Mr. BAYLEY: I notiep there i, an im­
prowment in this amending Bill a·, com­
pared with the original Act inasmuch as it 
'has been decided that two-thirds of the cost 
of the factories will- be advanced under it. 
That is a step in the right dirPction. ~md I 
eongratulate the 11ini"ter on his improy.,. 
ment on the original Ad. ln regard to tlw 
money which will be adyanced for the 
"recti on of silos-I think this i" a stpp in the 
right direction. Farmers are just waking to 
the fact that if they are to successfully com· 
hat droughts, a.nd if they an· to have a 
rr>gular supply of dairy prodm·P at all time,, 
they n1ust go in for tlw <·onRer\ a tion of 
fodder in a lllOl'fl srientifie Hllli111Pr. [ haYf-' 
had a ggod deal of practil'al expPrimlcP in 
tlw matter of coJw•rving fod·r!Pr ]>Pr medium 
of the silo, and I am glad that the· Govern­
nwnt intend to help the farmer in this direc· 
hon. I hope that the GovernrnPnt will go 
further and take steps to giw the farmer 
every possible facility for h•arning how to 
conserye fodder in the form of ensilage. 

J1r. LAND: You should' not laugh at Frank 
Rrennan. 

.:\Ir. BI<JBBIXGTON: You ought to '-fPt a 
pYac:tieal 1nan to advise you. 

.:Ylr. BAYLEY: It is a pit;· that wnw 
'!Wntion is not made of \\·ater ·conservation 
because it is a crying need in the country at 
the present time. Just now throughout the 
length and breadth of Queensland there are 
numbers of settlers at their wits end to 
find sufficient water for their stock. In nn· 
own electorate many of thP settler' have to 
drive many miles to se~urt> water for their 
horse<l and cattle. That is not as it should 
he. I would like to see an amendment pro­
viding for water conservation. I hopt• that 
"· spirit of sweet reasonableness will be shown 
by members on both si.des of the House so 
far as this Bill is concernNI. This Bill is 
going to be of considera.ble as,istancp to the 
farmers, and it will be of still g.reater 
assistance if the Minister will listen to the 
advice giYen by members on this sidP who 
have had considerable experience in rcgavd 
to farming, and who will propose amend­
ments which will bP in the intc•resu; of the 
farmers. I hopp the Government will not 
rduse to accept tlw amPndments coming 
from this side. I am sure that nwmbers on 
this side will give reasonable support and 
reasonable credit to the Government for th<> 
Bill which tlwy havP introducPd. 

Mr. BEBBINGTOX (Drayton): I con­
g-ra.ulate the Government for bringing in 

this Bill. It doeo not go far enough, but, 
at the same time, we are thankful for sm'all 
mercies. So far as the spirit of co-operation 
is concerned, that is the policy of this side 
of the House. (Hear, hear!) We have no 
policy which means a co-operative State. 
Our policy is that the farmers themselves 
shall get the benefit of thei~ co-opera~ion, 
and not other people. Th<>re rs a brg drffer­
ence. I was glad the other afternoon on 
private members' day, when the whole of 
the members on this side of the House stood 
behind lllf' wht>n I proposed that the wor!<ers 
th0mselves should come under this Brll­
should rt'n ivE' the whole of the benefits in 
t.he secondary industries-and that the 
workers themsc1lve" should be assisted to own 
their ov;n factories to manufacture their pro­
duets into marketable articles. But it was 

a. remarkable thing that the 
f7.30 p.m.] moment that this proposal w_ith 

refl'arcl to co-operative productiOn 
was made. the hon. member for lVIackay 
tried to get the motion ruled out of order, 
and that. later on, an hon. member on that 
;,ide of the House mov0d an amendment to 
thP motion. 

The RPEAKER: Order! Will th•· hon. 
11\emlwr addr'"'S his rPmark" to the question 
bPforP thA Honf!.f." ': 

}1~. BEBDIXGTO:\': I will. That wa" 
iust tlw bPginning of m~· remarks. First .of 
all, I want to assure hon. members opposrte 
that thPrn is no charity in this Bill, but that 
on th<· who!P. therP is rather a little profiteer­
ill" bv t.he Governnwnt. Th0 Government 
ar~ borrowing money from the workers at 
3~ pPr cent., and advancing it to the f~rmers 
at 6 pt'l' cent. That is a. very good prece of 
lmsiness. v.•ry few of the banks get that 
profit on the- money they advance, and yet 
members oppo,;ite talk a gooq deal ab~mt 
thP profit eering of banks and b1g- compames. 

}!r. COLLIX~: \Yho said thN<• is charity 
and er tllP Bill': 

::\Jr. BEBBIXGTOX: Some mPmbers on 
that sidP of the Rous<:>. They SE'(,I',ed t'? 15et 
the idea that the Government are grvmg 
som·ething to the man on the land, when, as 
a matter of fact, they will make a profit on 
the money they advance to farmers. I can 
go to a bank and get money at 6 per cent; 
but I do not want it. I have had money 
offered to me at 6 per cent. I. want. to 
know whY the Government are mcreasmg 
tlw interPst on these advances from 4 to 6 
pf\r Cl'nt. Can they give any reasons "':hY 
they are becoming profiteers-borrowmg 
monev from the workers at 3~ per cent .. and 
]pndirio- it to farmers at 6 per cent? I was 
onr· of those who. with the leader of the 
Opposition and members of the Country 
party, spoke t? Mr. Denham and got .4 per 
cent. inserted m· the present Act, and rt has 
been acknowledged that whatever money was 
advancPd undPr that measure, the State has 
don,. wc>ll out of it at 4 pPr cent. 'rhere has 
not bl'en a tenth of the money advanced 
that thPre should havf' been. 

Tlw SECRETARY F'OR PVBLIC LANDS : What 
was the: price of money at that time? 

Mr. BEBBINGTOX: That does not 
matter. The Govprnment are now borrow­
ing money from the workers at ~ per cent., 
and thev propose to lend it lo farmers at 
6 per c~nt. They are only paying ;3.} per 
cent on millions of, pounds. The interest 

Mr. Bebbington.] 
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paid on the deposits of the workers at that 
time was the same as it is to-day. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC LANDS : Why do 
you say we are borrowing the money? 

Mr. BEBBI::'-IGTO::\': Because you are. 
borrowing it. and are mighty glad to get 
:it; you will borrow every cent you can. 

'fhe SPEAKER : Order ! I must again 
ask ·the hon. member to address him>elf to 
the question before the House. 

::VIr. BEBBIXUTOX: That is thP question, 
the vital question. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! I do not think 
it is, and . the hon. member must obey my 
ruling. 

Mr. BEBBINGTOX: will obey your 
ruling. 

The SPEA'KER : I want the hon. member 
to connect his ren:iarks with the Bill. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I will do so. I shall 
read the part of the Bill that I am address­
ing my r<>marks to. Clause 6 provides that-

" In subsection one of section nine or 
the principal Act, the words ' four 
pounds ' arc• repealed, and the words 
' six pounds ' are in•erted in lieu 
therPof." 

The SPEAKER: I must remind the hon. 
member that he will have an opportunity 
when the Bill is in Committee, to move an 
amendment on that clause, but harping on 
that question after he has been twice caiiPd 
t<J order will not be IJPrmitted. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTOK: I said that the Go­
vernment. are borrowing monpy at 3-~ per 
cent., and thP Minist<>r for Lands told me 
that they are not borrowing that m·oney. · 

The flPEAKER : Order ! 'fhe hon. mem­
ber is persisting in defying the c-hair, and 
I shall haYe to ask him to resume his seat 
if lw does not obPy my ruling. 

Xl:r. BEBBINUTOX: I will obey your 
ruling ; I think the Minister understands 
thp matter now. ·with regard to the people 
who supply milk to factories borrowing 
money. I ean quite understand the provision 
dealing with that matter. Under that pro­
VISJO!l the Minister will be able to get a 
garnishee order on the farmer to garnishee 
his milk in order to secure the repayment 
of the mon<'y advanced to th(' farmer. With 
rt'fert>nce to the provision relating to ad­
vances to farmers cultivating 10 aerps of 
land and harvesting their crops--

Mr. CARTER: Xot lees than 10 acres. 

::\lr. BEBBI::'-IGTOX: Well, not less than 
10 ac·rc•s. I may say that I have cultivated 
200 aert's for the last six or seven years, but 
havf' not. bPen assisted bv the '!and tax 
imposed by the Government. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Th~ hon. mem­
ber '!lust address himself to this particular 
questiOn, and not to another Bill. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: It is all very well 
to talk about harvesting crops; you may sow 
crops for many years, but sowing and har­
vesting are different things. I regard this 
extra interest charg.; as a retrograde Btep. 
Four per eent. is quite sufficient to eharge 
for the money, considering the price at which 
the GovernmPnt aro borrowing that money. 
With regard to th<; amount to be advanced 
for the purchasP of cows, I shall certainly 
propose an amendment to that provision, or 

[Mr. Bebbington. 

will_support an amendment by somebody else" 
h mm·ease the amount that may be ad­
vanced to £300. We have to allow that 
25 p~r cent. of dairy herds shall be dry. 
'Gnder this Blll you are only allowed to have 
twenty cows, and if you have five of those 
always ~lry, it leaves you with only fifteen. 
If a man has to look after fifteen cows, he 
cannot go away and work, as he has suffi­
cient to ke~p him there ; and yet he has not 
enough to live• on. What kind of existence 
i ~ that going to be ? It is going to be 
neither one thing not the other. To make a. 
practical proposition of it, I say it should be 
£300. Then there should b~ a Ii ttle pro­
vision for irrigation. Water conservation 
is a very important thing. I know man~"' 
men would verv much rather have £100 to 
spend in getting water. They may have 
sufficient cows to enable them to make a 
living. If tlw Minister will look at it in a 
reasonable way, I fe<'l sure that when we 
get into Committee hP will accept an amend­
ment to allow farmers that amount to get 
w,;:ter. Then we come to the vexed question 
of silos. 'l'hi~ is supposed to allow a man 
£150. I would like to ask the hon. member 
for Toowoomba, through you, Mr. Speaker, 
what would be the average <zxpense of work­
ing a ~-ton silo, which he advised the 
farmers to put up? 'fo show you how that 
would work out, we can say that, as a rule, 
we (\row 15 tons of corn to the acre far 
ensilage. The hon. member would have thirty 
silos to the acr<', even with only a 15-ton crop .. 
If a man had a 20-ton crop, he would have 
forty silos to thP acre. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I ask the hon. 
memb"r to show me anything with regard to 
~-ton silos in the Bill. If he will not keep t<> 
the qnestion, hP will have to resume his seat. 

Mr. BEBBINUTON: I only wanted to 
show how it would work out. 

The SPEAKEH : Order! The hon. mem­
ber knows yery w<:ll he is guilty of tediouF 
repetition. 

Mr. BEBBINUTOX: I will stop at that, 
and Rav that. half-ton Bilos are not practie, 
able. .. 

Th" SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I would prefer to 
have the £150 to ]JUt into water supply, and 
to make mv <·nsilage into a stack. There 
are several .. reawns for that. OnE> is, that 
vou can stack vour ensilage where you grow 
vour stuff, and cart it out as you want it. 
If you have your silo up at your home, you 
have to cart all your stuff to it. 

Mr. BREKXAK: You have to cart it to the 
.otack. too. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: You can stack it 
where you grow it. 

The flECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : You 
prefer to shift the silo? 

~fr. BEBBIXUTON: You may as well 
try to shift a freezing works. 

~fr. :\IACARTNEY: I rise to a point of 
order. Is the hon member not entit[ed to bP 
hf'ard in silence? 

The SPEAKER: Yes. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I have had a good 
bit of <'XperiE>nce in that line, and I pref"r 
to make my ensilage in a stack. You 
should have 100 tons at least. By stacking· 
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it where it is convenient for you to cart it 
from your paddock to your cows, you often 
save 50 per ~~nt. of your labour. It is a 
que,tion whether this is the best investment 
for the money or not. I would prefer to 
have the money to put into a water supply. 
I am quitP sure hon. m<;mbers opposite will 
not turn down a proposition to provide a 
farmer with £100 to get water. If they 
did, I would put them in the position of a 
man who has to drive> his cows perhaps four 
or live miles to water, and it is as much as 
he can do to keep them alive. As th<; hon. 
member for I'ittsworth said, we will approach 
that in a conciliatory spirit. '.rhis is not a 
party matter, it is a matter· of helping 
people who are worthy of all the assistance 
they can get. It is not charity, it is m·erQly 
a business arrangement out of which the 
Government will bG making a good profit. 

:Ylr. SIZER: In the introduction of such 
a measure as this, there is what I might 
call a deviation from the Government's 
gcne·ral policy. 'With many other members 
on this side, I have looked forward to co­
operation a.s being the solution of much of 
our troubles, industrial and otherwise. We 
!ire generally met with a spirit of antagon­
Ism when we advocate such a system, par­
ticularlv when we• advocate that it should 
apply to s~condary industrie". The stock 
argument is that the worker, whether he be 
of one class or another, would benefit to a 
very small extent by co-operation, profit­
sharing. or anything like that. Wo are 
genl'rally met with the contention that we 
mmt have the nationalisation of everything. 
I am pleased to SN> that the Government are 
realising at last that the-re is much in the 
argument of eo-operation in so far as the 
primary industries are concerned, and I am 
hopeful that in till' not distant future they 
will adopt the view that co-operation is a 
good thing in the 'e<'ondary industries. I 
quite agT<'f" with the hon. mQmber for Dray­
ton when he ad.-oeates the extension of this 
mpasurc to secondary industries·, to enable 
th!.' workers to form co-operative S()('ieties 
and organisations, and so establish new indus­
tries, both . primary and secondary. I think 
mu~h of our progress will be made in that 
direction in the future. Turning to the Bill 
-generally speaking, there are a nqmber of 
points to which one cannot say he is entirely 
favourable•. But I think the Bill is one 
which will find acceptance, with a little 
amendment, bv members on both sides of 
the House. I 'admit there is much good in 
the Bill, ancl I bfl!icve that, with a littlE' 
modification in some directions, it will do 
a lot of good to thP 8tate·. One thing which 
has .bi'Pn .emphasi~ed particularly is in con­
nectiOn \nth the mrrease in the amount of 
intE're't chargeable. I listt·nl'd with interest 
to the hon. membm for Bowen to-da:v when 
he referred to the fact that it was iwthing 
new; it was nothing to complain about. 
becaus<> in B'askatchewan thev had charged 
6 per cem,t. He ra.ther einphasised the 
remark, as much as to say, "\Vel!, in Sas­
katcht>wan they charge 6 per cent., \Yhy 
should not w<> do likewisE' in Queensland?" 
Let nw r<'mind tlw hon. member that last 
night, when we informed him of similar 
places which did not actually agre'f\ with his 
argument, ht> said he did not care what 
happPned in any other part of the world; 
lw took no notic~ of any other country. He 
<lid not trouble abo~t what thE'y were doing, 
at any rate. It '" all v<:ry well to use 
argument~ for mere com·enic•nee; but, to be 

consish'nt, thP hon. member for Bowen cannot 
take as an Pxample that State in Canada, 
whieh .io plaeing- sqch an exorbitant rate of 
intpre;;t on it' farmers. 'With regard to 
intPrest, I think the contentions raised on 
this side are in the true intere;;ts of thos,; 
who are likely to come under the operation 
of th,, Bill. \Yo know that the Government 
allow the monoy in the Governme·nt Savings 
Bank, for which they give the investor 3,\ 
per cPnt .. to be lent out through the Agri­
eultural Bank at 5 per cent. The Common­
wealth Government, which is advancing 
monE'y for re.patriation-and in some respects 
in eonnPction with the war servic-e homf\0o: 
on no security-lend the money at 5 per 
(;Put. Why 'hould it be necessary in Queens­
land to ~ha1·ge an extra 1 per cent. and make 
tlw intc•rE'st 6 per cent.? One per cent. is & 

eon.~idPrabh> itt>m in these days . 
.:\lr. BR~;;.;x_\X: '\Vhat are banks charging! 

Mr. 8IZER : I believe banks will lend 
you monPy at about 6! per cent. (Govern­
m<>nt dis>"ent.) 

::\lr. DREXXAK : They would not lend you 
a )Wnny on thi, sort of s('curity. 

:\fr. 8IZER : I presume that most of the 
money adyancf'd under this Bill will be Sav­
ings Bank monoy, on which the Government 
will only b<: paying 3k per cent., but charg­
ing 6 p<'r cent. for it, or allowing- 2! per 
<·cnt. for administration. Surelv no one will 
<·ontend that it will take that 2! per cent. to 
administer the proYisions of this Bill. That 
is the main feature of the Bill on which J 
t·annot "''' Py<' to eye with the Government. 
I cannot see why it is necessary under the 
Bill to compel the farmers to pay 2:!; per 
<·ent. intl'r<•st more than what the Govern­
lnent are· paying. During my short caree~r 
in thio House I have heard many protesta­
tion' by hon. memhPrs opposite against thos~·· 
whom th<>v l'all thP blood-suckers who ar<· 
Pxtorting inoney from the people-. I think 
that tlw Government are turning into a 
blood-sucking· institution under this Bill by 
taking an exeess 2! per cent. on a transac· 
tion which is supposed to be in the interests 
of the farmP·r!'. 

Mr. WHITFORD: What do the blood-sueker~ 
dwrg<' for ,;upporting you. 

111'. ~IZER: This Bill can be made a 
r<'asonablc and benE'ficial measure, proxided 
the interest is made 4 per cent., or, at the 
most, 4~ pE'r cent. That is the main obje<'­
tion I haw to the Bill. There are othor 
objPctiom which I will deal with very 
shOI'tlv. I think the· Bill could well be 
<'xten<l••d to manv industries not mentioned 
in it. You, Ylr. Speaker, interested yourself 
in cotton-growing, and it is rather remark­
able that no proYision has been made in thH 
Bill to a.,,i:;t those who wish to extend that 
industrv, which, if firmly established in 
Queen,;iaud, would b., of immense benefit t<• 
thP 8tat<'. Then, tobac~o coqld be very well 
g-ro,Yll in QuN:.nsland. 

:VIr. BRI·::\I:;>\X: Ther<' is a combine already. 

11r. ~IZER: I suppose the hon. member 
means tlw tobacco combine. If hon. mem­
b<'r' opposite are so anxious to fight corn­
him's, OJH' of the b~st ways to do that is to 
get a fresh source· of supply, whi~h can be 
obtained in Queensland. The Government 
would be able to make regulations to fight 
the combine, but there is no provision in 
the Bill with regard to this matter. I 
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cannot understand why such an important 
mdustry has been overlooked. 

Another important matter I would like to 
bring under the notice of the Minister is the 
definition of" farmer." Although in probably 
ninety-nine cases out of a hundred it will 
:tpply satisfactorily, I hope some provision 
will be made for a number of men-I do not 
think there will be many of them-particu­
)arly returned soldiers, who will be c~ltivat­
mg areas of 10 acres; men, for instance, who 
have just started fruitfarming. His Excel­
lency the Governor, at every show I have 
been to, has wisely stressed the need of 
raising more pigs, and I am glad to see 
that provision is made in the measure in 
that direction. I believe that the Bill, if 
properly administered, will give an impetus 
to that industry, which is a very profitable 
onE>. It has been advocated, and I think it 
is highly desirable, that men who cultivate 
a small area for fruit should be encouraged 
to have something else as a side line, and 
<·here is nothing bett<Jr than the raising of 
pigs ; but, at the prel'lent time, a large num­
ber of returned men will only be cultivating· 
about 5 acres, and it will probably be some 
<Jonsiderable time befor-e thev cultivate 10 
,,crPs. If I understand the Bill-and if I 
do not the· Minister will correct me-such a 
man would not be eligible for the benefits 
of the Bill in that direction, and it will be 
necessary for him to cultivate 10 acres before 
he geb assistance with regard to pig-raising. 
That will, to my mind, act harshly towards 
., numbe·r of returned men who are just 
.• tarting. I hope that the Minister will 
accept some amendment in Committe,; to 
mPet casPs such as this. 

That would be an amendment which woul-d 
N•rtainly improve the Bill, and it would en­
Pourage the raising of pigs, particularly in 
small numbers. Afte1· all. we know the old 
~aying in Ireland that the pig pay~ the 
rent, and I believe he could be made to pay 

the rent in Queensland in verv 
f 1 p.m.1 many cases. I know that the 

bacon factories are expf'riencing 
'' most difficult task in securing tlw necessarv 
sLtpplies _ for their requirements, an-d they 
ure paymg very high prices at the present 
time and hav(' been doino· so for some con­
sideraJ;lC' time past. There is, therefore, 
!'v-ery mducement to launch out in that direc­
tion under favourable conditions, an-d with 
<'Very prosp<'ct of making a success of the 
business from its initiation. Another matter 
is that of sheep farming. I am gla-d that 
tht• late ::\1inister for Agriculture. in his 
wisdom, accepted the amendment su"'gested 
from thiB side of the House at the initiation 
of the Bill and included sheep. I am sure 
t~at. that action has been appreciated, par­
ticularly by a large number of returned 
mpn who have exnressed their satisfaction at 
the action which ;,as taken in se<·uring that 
amendment to the BilL I am sure that the 
<I< partment will receive a large numbPr of 
lPJ?lications for assistance undf'r that pro­
nswn, and I do hope that they will increas<' 
the adva11cP in that connection to provide 
for the purchase of 300 "'heep. There are 
many rPasons for doing that and one is that 
it will be nece\•sarv to se~urelv fem·P the 
paddocks for the ninning of sh~ep. At the 
Jlrf"'""nt high price of fencing it woul-d hardlv 
be worth a man's while tu o-o to the expens'e 
uf making his paddocks sh~ep-proof for the 
sake of 200 sheen, but if the Government 
made provision -to Pnable the farmer to 
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purchase 300 she-ep it would alter the position 
considerably. I again say that such an altera­
tion would improve the Bill considerably. 
Another point that was raised by the hon. 
member for Murilla was in regard to the 
Commissioner of the Savings Bank. What­
ever that gentleman's qualifications may be, I 
sincerely hope that he will not deal so harshly 
with the administration of funds under this 
measure as he has done in connection with the 
Agricultural Bank. I have not had much to do 
with the Agricultural Bank as not many of 
my electors have availed themselves of its 
provisions, but on one or two occasions when 
I have gone to that institution the decisions 
have bPen very harsh indeed, and have not 
been of a nature calculated to encourage 
men to a.vail themselves of the institution in 
the way intended by Parliament. 

Mr. S)liTH : Can you give us a spedfic 
case where that was so? 

The TREASURER: What were those decisions? 

~h. SIZER: Generaily speaking, I intend 
to support the Bill, but I am going to en­
deavour, with other members on this side 
of the House, to make the Bill a better mea­
sure, and to make it more acceptable to 
the mass of the people who are likely to avail 
themselves of its provisions. I also intend 
to as,ist in trying to persuade the Govern­
ment not to be so harsh as to raise the 
interest from 4 per cent. to 6 per cent., and 
therebv saddle an undue bur·den on the 
farmers. If the Government accept that 
amendment the Bill will have a speedy 
passage through this House, and if it is kept 
frPP from political influence and administered 
on fair and sympathetic lines, then it will be 
a. measure that will do good in Queensland. 

:VIr. JAMES (Logan): I think, from the 
standpoint of the farmers, that this is the 
most important Biii introduced this session. 
1 am very pleased to see that this Govern­
went arP carrying out their profpssed inten­
tions of becoming a farmers' party as well 
as repre,,enting the city and other wage 
worker,_ Since this Government has been in 
office it has exceeded all past Governments 
in the wav thev have taken a real interf'st in 
the nePdS 'of COUntry electorates. 

Mr. MoRGAN: They do that by raising the 
interest to thP farmers. 

Mr. JAMES: The Labour party, in its 
early dayc,, did .not always have a sufficient 
appreciation of the needs of country electors. 
It has not been our experience to find one sec­
tion of the community advocating the in­
terests of another section at their own ex­
pense, and in the past when the Labour 
party was composed almost exclusively of 
wage workers they naturall~·, first of all, 
thought of their own interests, in the same 
way that the meat truet, for instance-would 
think first of its own interests to the neglect 
of all other interests in the State. But the 
Government show by introducine; this Bill 
that thPv desirP to make it easier for the 
man on the land to get advances in different. 
directions. They show a keen appreciation 
of the fact that the country needs developing. 
and combat the tendency of cities to become 
swollen at the expense of the country. 

The provisions of this Bill to make avail­
able upwards of .£200 in respect of the 
different purposes mentioned will be invalu­
able to the farmers throughout the State. 
The criticism by the Opposition because 
certain worthy acti vi tiel' are not mentioned 
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in detail in the Bill is totaJly unjustified, 
because it will be found that immediately 
following the table of advances for which 
provision is made it is provided that the 
Governor in Council may, from time to time, 
add to this table by including other objects 
therein. That shows that this Bill is wide 
enough to cover all worthy objects for which 
assistance may be sought. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Do you not think we 
should put it in ourselves and not trust 
to the Governor in Council? 

Mr. J AMES : l often wonder, when the 
hon. member is oo eloquent on behalf of the 
producers, that when his Government were 
in power he did not do a little more for 
them than he did. There is another point 
in regal'd to individual farmers which is 
worth pointing out. This Government are 
not going to wait till a man has actually 
made a start with his own capital in the 
dairying industry, but have provided in the 
definition of "<:!airy farmer" under the Act 
that any person who wishes to engage in 
dairying may get an advance for the pur­
chase of cows not exceooing twenty in num­
ber. We fin<:! there a liberal-mindedness 
which has never been known in any previou' 
Government, and a sympathy with the neoos 
of the small settlers apart altogether from 
uhe standpoint of busilW'S logic. 

There is one point in re.spect of which the 
suggPstions of the Opposition might be taken 
into consideration by the Government; that 
is, the 6 per cent. to be charged for advances. 
I do not pretend to have gone into the 
reasons why the Cabinet have made it 6 
per cent. instead of 5 per cent., but I know 
that money is very dear, and advancing 
money for any object at 5 per cent. really 
means a loss to the Government, and the 
point at issue is wheH1er the State should be 
prepared to stand the loss in respect of 
advances under this Bill in order to help 
cert"in sections of the people who need 
assistance. In my opinion, if it can possibly 
be done without incurring too much loss, the 
Cabinet might well consider the a<lvisability 
of bringing these advances into line with 
others for which 5 per cent. is charge<:!. 

Mr. BEBBINGTOX: Hear, hear! We will 
help you. 

Mr. JAMES: Where we see eve to e:ve­
I should like to inform the hon. membe; for 
Drayton-it is because the objective may be 
worth gaining, and not simply because I 
wish the hon. member's support on a partv 
basis. · 

The real reason why I rose to speak on 
this Bill was becausf' it brings forwar<l the 
very important question of co-operation-in 
my opinion, one of the most imnortant that 
we have--and one in whieh I think lies the 
hope of many 0£ our cliff'rent interests in 
this State. The Logan electorate has always 
been known for its suc0ess in co-operation. 
(Hear, hear!) The fruitgrowers of Redland 
Bay and other districts ban<led together a 
few years ago for the purpose of establishing 
a co-operative canning fantory in Stanlev 
street. South Brisbane. That has been a 
complete success, having contribute<:! a great 
deal to the incomes of the fruitgrowers down 
in the Logan and also of providing a market 
for fruit which would otherwise have gone 
to waste. At Redland Bay there is a co­
operative timber mill for the cutting of tim­
ber for fruit cases. That also has been a 

great success, and we have to decide as legis­
lators to what extent this co-operative prin­
ciple ;,hould be encouraged and to what ex­
tent State enterprise should take its place 
or the place of individual enterprise. In my 
opinion, the spheres of the two acti; ities 
are very clearly defined, an<:! I am glad that 
the Government show breadth of vision in 
recognising that certain industries and activi­
ties can be better controlloo by co-operative 
means than by State ownership. In regard 
to our State markets, I mentioned in the 
course of the Address in Reply debate that 
a very good system of management would be 
the appointment of an advisory board con­
sisting of suppliers to and purchasers from 
those markets, who would assist in their 
management so as to preserve the natural 
interest which we usually find in privatel:;· 
o·wned concerns. * 

Mr. BEBBINGTOX : Come over on this side. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. JAMES: I do not think that members 
opposite have a monopoly of common sense, 
and I do regard it as significant that they 
can occasionally show an appreciation of 
common sense. (Laughter.) 

Mr. MoRGAN: You will have to be carefuL 

Mr. JAMES: I am on perfectly safe 
ground, and I know where I stand-which 
is more than I can say for the hon. member 
for Murilla. Whilst I was in England I 
met a fruitgrower from California who had 
had a great deal to do with co-operation 
regarding citrus fruits in California. The 
whole of the citrus fruits of California are 
controlled by a co-operative concern of which 
the growers and those connected with the 
industry are shareholders; and the thing j, 
so well organised and managed that the 
citrus production of California is spread 
evenly over the whole of the United States 
and Canada, so that there is never a glut in 
the market at any place or in any season. I 
do not know why we cannot do the same 
thing in Queensland. We •have pretty well 
a monopoly of the banana and pineapplfl 
trade of Australia. Yet we do not control 
the markets in Sydney and Melbourne. But 
we ought to. We find that fruitgrowers 
watch the papers to find out when the pric<' 
of fruit is high in Melbourne and send their 
fruit there. By the time their fruit gets 
there perhaps there is a glut in that place 
and a scarcity and •high prices in Sydnev. 
I think that if we had this co-operative cotl­
trol of the State markets, with the advice of 
men such as those whose control ·has proved 
so successful in the Logan co-operative con­
cerns-if we had the State market controlloo 
co-operatively, at the same time backed up 
by thP finmlCes of the State, which is an 
extf'nsion of the principle of this Bill-they 
w•m1d be able to control the markets of 
Sydney and Melbourne so that the fruit­
growers and others in this State woul<l b0 
saYed great loss. (Hear, ·hear!) I think that 
is a n'form which we might well consider -
one which I think ought to he introduced. 

Mr. MACARTXEY: Under this Bill? 

Mr. JAMES: It does not come under this 
Bill, as this Bill does not deal with State 
E'nterprises. I think the hon. member knows 
that without asking me any question,, about 
the matter. One good propoool in this Bill 
is that which provides that in these co-o]Jera­
tive concerns seeking assistance from the Go­
vernment two-thircls of the shares shall be 

Mr. James.] 
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held by producers. One of the evils in co­
operative institutions is that the shares come 
to be owned sooner or later in many cases b:v 
dry shareholders-even by two or three such 
persons-so that they become praetically a 
limited liability company. 

Mr. MoRGAN: Name one in Queemland 
which would come under this Bill. 

Mr. J AMES : The ones I would name 
would not be under this Bill now, because 
they are limit1;7d liability companies; and, 
if the hon. member would exercise his brains 
for one moment, he would see that. I have 
in my mind two concerns which have gone 
that road. Since I have not the correct 
figures and facts, I am not going to refer 
to them bv name. One is a coalmining com­
pany, which some years ago was started co­
operatively, and which, I think, to-day is 
owned by two or three men in the form of a 
limited liability company. Anoth(lr is a boot 
factory, started by the boot employees of 
Queensland. That, too, is now a limited 
liability company. So we see there is a 
tendency all the time in co-operativ(l con­
cerns for the control, management, and 
ownership to drift into a few hands, so that 
the good which should come from co-opera­
tion is no longer possible. 

Question-That the Bill be now r(lad a 
Becond time-put and passed. 

The committal of the Bill was made an 
Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 

DAIRY PRODUCE BILL. 

CONSIDERATION OF LEGISLATIVE COUI\"CIL'S 
AMENDMENTS. 

(ilfr. Smith, :Mackay, in the chair.) 
On Clause 32-" Regulations"-
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 

'l'he Council have added a subclause. I 
move that the Council's amendment be agreed 
to. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: In connection with 
this amendment, I think it would be just as 
well if hon. members opposite would recog­
nise the other Chamber as long as it exists. 
The Council have inserted an amendment 
providing that that branch of the Legisla­
ture may disallow any regulation. That sub­
clause was omitted from the Bill when it 
left this Chamber, and it was inserted by 
thQ Council. It would save considerable 
"xpense in printing if these provisions were 
inserted in Bills by this Chamber. There 
would then be no necessity for such amend­
ments, and it would save a lot of l(lgislative 
time, and a lot of expense directly and 
indirectly. 

Question put and passed. 
On Schedule I.-" List of Diseases "­

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The Council have added sev<;:ral diseases. I 
move that the Council's amendment be 
agreed to. 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed. The ACTING CHAIR­
MAN reported that the Committee had agreed 
to the Council's amendments. The report 
was adopted, and the Bill ordered to be 
returned to the Legislative Council. by mes­
sage in the usual form. 

The House adjourned at twenty-five 
minutes past 8 o'clock p.ni. 

[Mr. James. 
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