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'l'HGRSDAY, 18 SF.PTEMBER, 1919. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Lennon, Herb, rt) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock p.m. 

PAPER. 
The following pape1· '"as laid on the 

table:-
Return to an order relative to appointees 

to shire and municipal councils, made 
by the House, on motion of Mr. 
Moore, on 28th August last. 

QUESTIONS. 

STATE Bt:TCHERIES. 

Mr. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba), in the 
absence of Mr. Petrie, ask()d the Premier-

" 1. Has his attention been drawn to
(a) The statement appearing in an official 
return recently laid before this House 
that the State butcheries were supplying 
77,000 customers with meat; (b) the state
ment appearing in an official Govern
ment advertisement in the Brisbane 
' Worker ' on 15th May last that the 
State shops then suppli<:.d 20,000 cus
tomers? 

" 2. Are the 'above statements true? 
"3. How many hands ,were employed 

in the State shops on 15th May last, and 
how many are employed at date?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. T. J. Ryan, Bm·coo) 
replied-

" 1. No. I might inform the hon. 
member that up to 30th June last over 
3,900,000 customers were supplied with 
meat from the State butchers' shops. 

"2. See answGr to No. 1. 
" 3. 241 on 15th May; 265 at present 

·time." 

RAILWAY STORES-DEFECTIVE SYSTEM. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Dmyton) asked the 
Secretary for Railways-

" 1. Has any action been taken to deal 
with the officer who introduced into the 
department the defective system in regard 
to storetJ, adversely commented on by 
the recent Royal Commission on the 
department's administration? 

" 2. If so, what was the nature of such 
action, and when wa,s it taken?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. A. Fihelly, Paddington) r~plied-

" L The system of purchasing stores 
by local· quotation was a temporary 
arrangement on account of the dislocation 
of trade due to the war. Now that the 
war is over, the recommendations of the 
Royal Commission are being adopt~. 

"2. No officer was dealt with, as cir
cumstn.ncu; precluded any policy other 
than that follov, ed." 

MR. HUGHES'S PE!>CE LOAN MESSAGE. 

Mr. COLLINS (Bo1cen) asked the Pre
mier-

" 1. Has hi.3 attention been drawn to 
the message of Mr. vV. M. Hughes, 
Prime Minister, printed in red ink in the 
'Brisbane Courier' of to-day's date? 
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" 2. Seeing that it has been held to be 
unlawful to carry a red flag on account 
of its colour, will the Minister make 
inquiry and see if the use of the same 
colour to print Mr. Hughes's message 
is also an infringement of the \V ar Pre
cautions Act?" (Governm'~nt laughter.) 

The PREMIER replied
" 1. Yes. 
"2. Yes.'J 

laughter.) 
(Renewed Government 

APPOINTMENTS TO PUBLIC SERVICE. 

Mr. DUNSTAN (Gympie) asked the 
Premier-

" Having regard to the principl~ of 
equal opportunities for all, will he en
deavour to remove or rGduce the present 
disproportion of appointments available 
in respect to boys and girls in connec
tion with public s(lrvice examinations?" 

The PREMIEE replied-
" The matter will receive mv considera-

tion." .., 

COST OF \VE:STWOOD SANATORIUM. 
Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) asked the Secretary 

for public 'Works-
" 1. \Vhat was the (''itimated cost of 

the \VestwooJ Sanatorium? 
" 2. What did the work actually cost 

in-(a) Buildings, (b) road making, (c) 
prickly-p~r clearing?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. E. G. Theodore, Chillagoe) replied-
. " 1. £25,000. 

"2. (a) Buildings, including water 
supply, gas installation, fencing, drain
age, septic tank, furniture and fittings, 
£24,627 15s. 3d.; (b) roadways, £743 12s. 
8d.; (c) the hon. member might addr(l,SS 
this question to the Home Secretary." 

STATE COALMINE AT BOWEN. 

Mr. MORGAN (J:lurilla) asked the 
Minister in Charge of State Enterprises-

" 1. Is a dispute in progress between 
the management and f)mployees of the 
State coalmine at Bowen? 

"2. I£ so-(a) what is the nature of 
such dispute, (b) how many men are 
affected by it?" 

The PREMIER replied
" 1. No. 
"2. See answer to No. 1." 

BREACH OF CANE PRICES BOARD AWARD. 
Mr. COLLINS, without notice, asked the 

Secretary for Agriculture and St-ock-
" 1. Is he aware that a breach of the 

award under the Cane Prices Board Aot 
has been committed by the Kalamia Mill 
Company, in refusing to orush the 
growers' cane? 

" 2. Has he taken any steps to see that 
the cane is harvested, and the company 
punished, as provided by the Act?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
AND STOCK (Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham) 
replied-

" I ha,,e to say I am aware that a 
breach of the award has been committed, 
and the Government are now considering 

what action wil! be taken. I can assure
the hon. gentleman that the farmers'· 
inter<;:sts will be properly conserved." 

GOVERNMENT ]\'[EMBERS: Hear, hear! 

PERSO='!AL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. MACAR'rNEY (Toowong): I desire, 
Mr. Speaker, to make a personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of 
the House that the leader of the Opposition 
be allowed tc make a personal explanation? 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. MACARTNEY: On page 772 of 
" Hansard " for the current session will be 
found the report of a speech by the hon. 
member for Port Curtis, in which he makes 
the following statement:-

" I remember not long ago listening, 
to speeches made in Albf)rt Square by 
hon. members on the Opposition side, 
and their political friends-statements 
that were much more revolutionary in 
characte1· than the statements attributed' 
by the ' Daily Mail ' to Mr. Witherby. 
One of them went so far as to say to. 
the soldiers, ' You know how to make 
bombs, and how to use them,' and he 
also said, ' Boys, there are plenty of 
jam tins about still.' 

" Mr. Macartney: No onf) on this side. 
"Mr. CARTER: The hon. member made 

statements that were intended to incit& 
the returned soldiers, or a section of 
them, to do evil d~eds, to bring about 
a state of rebellion in this city-inciting
them to do something against the Go
vernment, and to go in for mob rule. 
I heard the hon. member for Oxley in
Albert Square--" 

At this point I rose to a point of ordf)r, and 
the hon. gentleman said-

" I am quite prepared to accept th& 
hon. member's denial, but those who 
heard him: will not." 

At a later period of the debate th'l hon. 
member for Fitzroy (Mr. Hartley) said-

" The lead<;r of the Opposition on that 
occasion .said--" 

nferring to the occasion of the meeting in 
Albert Square, which the hon. member fol' 
Port Curtis had mentione·d--

Mr. HARTLEY: I rise to a point of order. 
Is the hon. gentleman in order in misquoting 
what I said in that " Hansard"? I said 
ncthing at all about Albert Square. 

The SPEAKER : I am sure the hon. 
m'ember will accept your correction. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I use the words, a~ 
any rate, of the hon. member-

" The leader of the Opposition on 
that occasion said, 'We are coming to 
a happier time.' Supporting the motion, 
to-day, he condemns such action." 

Mr. HARTLEY : Read what is before it. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: 
" Speaking of the soldiers who took 

part in those riots, he made use of these, 
words-

The returned soldiers have now laid• 
it ·down that they are not going to 
stand for dislovalty, and would see 
that a different 'state of things existed' 
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in the future. He would say, 'Good 
luck to them, and the sooner the fullest 
results of their efforts were obtain<>d 
the better it would be for the country.' 

'The shooting of constables at Merivale 
street; the threat to wreck the ' Stan
dard' office, if they did not ap'ologise, 
by a number of misled soldiers who 
had broken away from the bonds of 
discipline-those would have been part 
of the ' fullest results,' in the gaining 
of which the hon. gentleman wished 
them 'good luck,' and said the sooner 
they were obtained the better it would 
be. The better it would be for whom? 
The better for the capitalistic system. 
That is what the hon. gentleman meant." 

~ have the report referring to the meeting 
in Albert Square. 

Mr. CARTER: I heard it. I didn't get it 
from a report. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: The words used by 
me and reported on that occasion are as 
follows:-

" In conclusion, Mr. Macartney urged 
th0 returned soldiers to observe the law, 
and act only in a constitutional manner." 

Mr. BRE='JNAN (Toowo01nba): I rise to 
a point of order. I think there is an 
apology due to the House by the hon. 
member for taking up so much time. I 
move--

"That the hon. member be no longer 
heard." 

\Government laughter.) 

The SPEAKER: With regard to the 
point of order. the leader of the Opposition 
is taking, perhaps, an unusually long time 
in the matter, but he should be allowed to 
make his explanation without interruption. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I thank you for 
your courtesy in the matter, Mr. Speaker. 

GovERNMEKT ME~fBERS interrupting, 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 

Mr. ;y1ACARTNEY: 

" If the Government did not do its 
duty then, when the time came the 
people would do it for them." 

Mr. CARTER: The paper said you said 
that. 

Mr. JI.L\C. .. \HTNEY: That is a quotation 
from the ''Courier." It represents what I 
said, and I want to say, in justice to the 
"Standard," the labour paper, that it reports 
the speech exactly in the same manner. 

UNEs1PLOYED 'WORKERS BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I beg to move-

" That the Bill be now read a third 
time." 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Before this Bill is 
read a third time, I think it is desirable 
to say a few words in connection with it, 
part.icularly ia view of the fact that it has 
been suggested that the Opposition in this 
House is opposed to the principle of dealing 

with the question of un.,mployment in a fair 
manner. The hon. gentleman made that 
statement last night, and I think it is only 
fair to explain exactly what the attitude 
ot the Opposition to this Bill is. The Bill 
is designed to me<>t the question of 
uuemploym<>nt in a general sense, and the 
Opposition party is at one with the Govern
PiPnt in a desire to meet that much-vexed 
quc•,tion. There is only, as far as I -can 
understand, a difference between the two 
parties as to the methods "hich should be 
auoptf!d to meet it. The Government have 
put forward a Bill which is iBequitable in 
its term6. It is drastic, and likely to defeat 
ib own object. The Opposition, on the other 
hand, desire to makfl it a rea6onable, equit
able Bill, that woul-d be lik<lly to lay the 
foundation of a permanent settlement of that 
vexed question. The Opposition have no 
objection whatever to a Bill which provides 
for an insurance to which a fair contribu
tion is made on behalf of both capital and 
l,lbour, and also on behalf of the Govern
ment. The Opposition have no objection 
whatever to a provision being made for 
relief works to provi·de against those periods 
when there are a large number of unem
ployed, and the Opposition have no objec
twn to the establishment of labour farms 
for the purpose of dealing with that section 
of the unemployed who are regarded as th<} 
unemployable. That is the attitude of the 
Opposition, and any reasonable provisions 
which are necessary to give effect to that 
policy the Opposition are agreeable to. We 
have to approach this Bill from the point of 
view of the policy of the party which intro
duces it, having regard to their platform
a platform which goes for the abolition of 
the wages system, for the de•truction of pri
vate enterprise, with a vi0w of putting in 
ib place State enterprise; a polic·c, of course, 
which is openly admitted, and is not denied, 
except \Yh~n the Premier ~omotimes sug
gests that it is not wise to point these things 
out for fear the public may take alarm. 
However, we ha\'t: got to look at the policy, 
and we haYo to look at the possible efff),ct of 
this Bill in ~;iving effect to that policy. If 
the effect of this Bill is to destroy private 
enterprise, it is therefore calculated to orf),ate 
unemployment. It may further the objective 
of the Labour platform, and 11 e have to give 
attention to that. benuse it eeems to me 
tLat the Bill is so framed as to be capable 
of being made a machine for the complete 
annihilation and destruction of private 
enterprise, even if it is only <)ntered upon 
by degrees. That is the point of view we 
look at it from. I honestly feel that the 
effect of this Bill will be to put such a 
shadow over privat<J enterprise as to pre
Yent the extension of private enterprise, and 
also to shut down existing private enterprises, 
and so bring about an enormous amount of 
unemploYment, and defeat th~ very object 
which the Bill is proposed to meet. I say 
that that is a mo'·t serious position. Take 
the Bill as it is. You find in clause 7 a 
most drastic provision, which gives the Go
vernment power to do, not only the things 
which the Govqrnment is empowered to do 
in other clauses of the Bill, but things with
out limit or ,afcguard. I do not want to 
take up the tim,, of the House by deliver
ing a very lengthy speech on th<J matter, 
but I do want to call attention to these par
ticular things. It must put those men who 
have entered upon, or who are prepared to 
enter upon, enterprise, in this State in an 

Mr. Macartney.] 
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unfavourable position to compete with 
enterprises in the other States. If we are 
going to have on the Queensland statute-book 
a provision of this sort, then I say good-bye 
to the establishment of thost;) secondary 
industrie~ which we are in hopes may be 
e<tablished in Queensland. It is a matter 
which >ye must view seriously. In my opinion, 
as I sa1d durmg the CommitteQ stages of the 
Bill, there is a lot of political fireworks 
about the Bill. I do not think for a moment 
that the Secretary for Public W arks expects 
the Bill to be passed, and I believe he put 
it fmward in the hope that it might be 
opposed by this side, and be rejected in 
another House, and so give the hon. gentle
man's party a cry in the country against tht;l 
Onposition and against the Upper House. 
The hon. gentleman last night said that this 
Bill was not prompted from out'>ide ; that the 
Bill was the s~le production of the Govern
ment. The Government have been in power 
about fivQ yearR, and this is the first attempt 
made to deill with this particular question; 
and when we come to examine into the his
tory of it, we find that the legislation is the 
result of a meeting which took place at the 
Trades Hall som<; time prior to the 6th 
February last, at whirh the hon. gentleman 
was present on invitation, and addree.c;ed the 
delegates of the Australian Workers' Union 
ou. the subject of unemployment as it thQn 
existed. But notwithstanding the fact that 
he wa; speaking on the wide subject of unem
ployment, the hon. gentleman never m:ade a 
suggestion that the Governm<>nt had it in con
templation to introduce a Bill of this sort; 
but. after the address in question, it was 
<lecided by the d~legates then present that 
a Right to Work Bill should be introduced, 
and '' committee was appointed to assist 
the hon. gentleman in drafting that Bill. 
Hon. members can read the issue of the 
'·'Worker" for the 6th F.;bruary last. and 
rt.ad the hon. gentleman's address. The.y can 
read the discussion, and they can read the 
resolution to which I h:we referred. and 
they can alGa r<)ad other articles which ap
pear in the same j·ournal dealing ir a general 
way with this great question of unemploy· 
mcnt, and they will find that this Bill 
exceeds in many particulars in its drastic 
character the suggestions which were made at 
that conference. or the suggestions which were 
discussed in the journal mentioned. I can 
only come to the conclu•,ion that the hon. 
gentleman has resented the instructions that 
he received from the Trades Hall, and that he 
has put forward a measure which he hopes 
will m<>ec with an adYersc fak, perh"ps in the 
hope that it will snub his friends in the 
Trades Hall, in addition to furni,hinv, capital 
to attack another Chamber and to attack the 
Oppo•-ition ,,ide of the House. All I can say 
is that at th~ last moment I asked the hon. 
gentleman to drop the Bill and put forward 
a Bill with reasonable .provisions, so that 
we could unite with him in trying to make 
the best measure possible. I think '' e might 
yery weil commence slowly with so big and 
difficult a question. An in urance proposal 
would be of grf'a.t bendit, and it would open 
the way to which additions could be made 
hereaft~r. if the same 'hould be necessarv. 
I should like to point out that a Bill of this 
,art is more calculated to do an injury to 
the workers than it is to benefit the 
w.orkers. The workers of the State are 
divided into different classes. -There is a 
]Hge number of settled workers who have 
got their jobs year in and ye~r out in all 

plr" 1Jfacartney. 

pa.rts of QueGnsland, and we have got a 
class of worker-" casual," as he is called
a large body of whom are migratory, coming 
from New South Wales, and even from New 
Zealand, in the sugar seawn and in the 
shearing season. "\V e are askQd, for the 
sake of the migratory workers, who could 
easily ha\e been provided for otherwise, to 
put a Bill on the statut<,:-book that is ~roing 
to create dismav and confusion in the 
minds of the emp"loyers, and seriously aff~;ct 
and injure the position and continuity of 
work of the settled worker to whom I have 
referred. That is not wise, and the ordinary 
workers of the State will realise that, and 
just as fast as the Government persist in their 
endeavour to put proposals of this sort on 
the statute-book, they will create consterna
tion in the minds of the substantial workers 
d this State, as well as in thG minds of those 
persons whose rights they seek to de"troy. 

Mr. VOWLES : I think the history of this 
Bill gives hon. members some little insight 
into the domination oy outside sources which 
Ministers, in particular, have objected to. 
Unemplovment was just as common at the 
advent of this Government as it is to-day, 
and yet it has taken them four years to 
decide that it was necessary to introduce 
legislation to ~ope with it, !md strange to 
sav, it comes after a debate which took place, 
not in this House, but in some other place 
in Brisbane. A meeting of delegates is 
called. and thev ask the Secretarv for Public 
·wcrks to go and addreos them in connection 
with the unemployment question. He does 
so, and yet he told us last night that this 
Bill was created in the minds of hon. mem
bers opp::>site, and that there was no outside· 
suggestion or d.Jmination as far as they were 
concerned. But a little later on that was 
exploded when the hon. member for Bulimba 
got up and faced the Minister with a report 
of that meeting which took place and at 
which those deiegate.oc were present. To 
remove any doubt on the subject, I would 
just like th0 Minister to refer to the 
"\Vorker" of the 20th March. 1919. In an 
article on the " Right to \V OTk," it started 
off in this way--

" As a result of the recent Australian 
\Vorkers' Union suggestions, Acting Pre
mier Theodore announces that probably 
a Right to Work Bill will be introduced 
into the Quo.,nsland Legislative Assembly 
during the t~oming sessron." 

Simply showing that this Bill is the re-sult 
of instructions that he got from outside 
wurces. Not only did he get those instruc
tions. but a committee was delegated to assist 
Lim in drawing up the Bill The same thing 
applies right throughout this domination 
from outside sonrce''· I will quote another 
article· which appears in the " \V orker " of 
20th February. It is referring to another 
subject, but it snows the spirit which pre
vails, and how Ministers are subsen-ient tc 
the opinions and wishes of outsido persons. 
Speaking on the qu~stion of the Perth 
conference-

" 1\Ir. Kelly moved-
" That this delegate meeting of the 

Australian Vi'orkers' Union condemns the 
two delegates (Messrs. McCormack and
Fihelly) from Queensland who voted 
against their de·finite instructions from 
the State political conveEtion on the com
pulsory clauses of the Defence Act." 
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Then he goes on to say-
" Mr. Kelly said that, had it not been 

for ihe ind,strialists of Queensland, 
Messrs. Fihelly and McCormack would 
not have been on the Perth political 
Labour conferenc2. If delegates were 
allowe<l to vote as they liked whon they 
had received spf'cific instructions, one 
would not know "·here it would end. 
Delegates were sent to Perth and repre" 
sented the considered opinion of the 
political Labour movement of Queens
land, and WNe instructe·d to reflect that 
view; yet these two gentlemen had 
chosen to place their individual ideas 
before that 0± the organisation." 

That goes to show what we have alwavs 
claimed here-that thie State is governed by 
some outs!·de place, and we have legislation 
such as this brought forward which shows 
on the .f'!ce of. it that it is impracticable. 
The l\1mnter, m the concluding words of 
his second reading speech, said, " It is not 
brought forward for the purpose of having 
it thro~v? out. It is not brought forward 
for politiCal purposes or for e•lectioneering." 
'\yhy does he make that suggestion? He 
s~mply makes the suggestim' to the Opposi
twn to •·ake up the attitude that this is 
done for election<>ering purposes, and that 
there is no prospect of passing it. If there 
is nothir>g in !hat contention, l ask whv 
is a copy of the Minister's second reading 
speech, with a copv of the Bill attached 
being circulated thrconghout Queensland? ' 

The SECRETARY FOR PFBLIC 'WoRKS: S'o that 
the Bill will be properly explained. 

Mr. YOWLES : The-n, I ask why my 
speech m reply was not also circulated? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 'WORKS: Your 
spec0h was not a reply. 

Mr. VOWLES: If :vou are going to have 
one side of th0 argument sent throughout 
Queensland, it would be just as well to give 
the reply of some- ot!1cr hon. member if mine 
was not a sufficient one. 

Mr. FoLEY interjected. 

Mr. VOWLES: I do not think the hon. 
member argue• ·anything. He simply sits 
there and cackles. I think that the Bill 
will not be acceptable to the public. even if 

it is passed. \V e see it ridiculed 
[4 p.m.] by the worker; it is a joke with 

every working man vou meet. It 
has been condemned be; the working men of 
Charleville at a. meeting, a.ncl it has been 
condemned b:v a newspbper in Rockhampton 
which is controlled b• the Premier himself. 
All the big newspapers in the Southern 
States criticise it. The "Bulletin" criti
~ises it,. The:.- _ridicule it, and the question 
Immed!atel;· anseo, " Can we expect people 
who w1sh to mvost monev in ne1, industries 
in Qw:ensland to come c here where their 
industry is hampered in all d'irections when 
they have an opportunity of starting just over 
the border of ?\ ew South vY ale1, without 
being subj('ct. to 'uch interfe1:ence ':" Apart 
from the V!CJous prmc1ples m the Bill it 
is going out of this House in a. most indefi~ite 
form, a form so indefinite that 'O far as the 
~ain ~~atures of it are concern~d, the people, 
mcludmg members of this House. do not 
know what the intentions of the 'Bill are 
because it .gives unl.imi~ed powers to th~ 
Govccnor .m qouncll . m many matters, 
powers whiCh m1ght brmg about the ruina
tion of a man's bminess. \Ye have known 

in the past instance•. where the Government, 
to our minds, have used the powers reposed 
in them in a way not to the advantage of 
individuals, a.nd not to the advantage of 
the State. 

Mr. s~nTH: You appear to be making a 
second r~ading speech. 

Mr. VOWLES : I am making a third 
reading speech, if not a second r"ading 
speech. The Government seem to have been 
actuated in many of those other cases by ill
will and spite. For instance, in the Moora.
berrie ta'e, what advantage was it to the 
Government to t<> k2 those cattle, what advan
tage was it that they should pr••vent that lady 
selling- them in the market in which she 
should haw sold them,. and in the market in 
which the Government eventually disposed of 
them? 

Th"' SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem
ber is not dealing "ith the que>tion before 
the House. and he must confine himself to 
reasons v:hv the Dill should not be read a 
'hird tiiur. c He is not permitted to make a 
completP second read<Tng speech. 

).Ir. VOWLES: I •m pointing out that 
thNe ere hidden powers in this Bill, just as 
in the SF.,:ar Acquisition Act, and that those 
pm· ers can he used in a wav in which thev 
·'wu]d not be W·ed, and in a wa:v in which 
it was never intended by this House that 
the po>H'rs in that Act should be used. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC \VORKS: The 
House ha-' already confirmed those principles 
in this Dill on the second reading. 

Mr. VO\YLES : The House certainly has, 
or, rn thPr. I should say the GoYernment 
party in thi, Hou•8 have done so, because 
the Opposition is impoter>t so far as thesP 
thi;q:;s are conecrnPd. \Ye have protested 
a~airst it. and thnt ir all we c .. ,n do. This 
House r .. n do an;.'thing~we saw that demon
strated a ff!w da:·s ago-but it does not 
prove that it i., right. There i' no prospect 
of 0vcr gettinv a clivi<ion in this House in 
'·:hich an hon. mNr>,ber on that side maY vote 
hPre, althou;,h it ha•. happened that" hon. 
members on thi' side have Yoted with the 
Government on princnplc. l\!embcrs oppo
site cannot do so, because e'er;;thing is cut 
and dried before it comes into this Chamber, 
a• hown b;: the article I have re~d. They 
ar0 under compulsion; tlwy are under Trades 
Hall t;crannv ·,nd dominance. (Government 
laughter.\ Thcv L 1ve to do what the: are 
told \ thPV ha VB their instructions from the 
unions -,\hi eh thr must obey, or be politi
cally ostraciserl-called upon to resign. I 
thiLl- that these are good reaeons whv this 
House should not consent to the third. read
ing. All \VC. as an Opposition, can do is to 
protest \Ye are offering that protest so 
that the people will see that 'vc are doing 
our dutY if the Government are not doing 
theirs. · 

Mr. ROBERTS: I would like to offer 
onp or two reasom why the third reading 
of this Dill should not be passPcl at this 
sre.ge. and I would like to get some informa
tion fron; the hon. member in charge of the 
Bill at the same time. I have a telegram 
frnm Tc·awoomha which I nropose to rt·ad, 
with the object of eliciting information. 
We know that this Bill paesed through 
Committef' last night, and evidently it is 
considered that a statement made bv the 
:Ministc•r on Monday to the deputation of 
employers requires some explanation. We 
know that the Minister is muall:: courteous, 

}.fr. RPberts.J 
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and I have not the least doubt that he will, 
if possible, give us the inform<ttion sought 
for. At any rate, I think the people who 
arc asking the question have every right 
to see that the information is correctly given. 
'The telegram is dated from Toowoomba 
'to-day, and says-

" Clau-e eight section two Unemployed 
Workers Bill during interview Monday 
Theodore stated intended definition capi
tal include total funds used in busines<l 
including reserves, accumulated profits, 
0tc., etc., State Income Tax Act defini
tion different endeavour have former 
made clear writing. 

GRIFFITHS." 

Mr. Griffiths was one of the deputation. He 
reprc~ented the Toowoomba Chamber of Corn· 
merce, and is a large employer of labour in 
the city of Toowoomba. Looking up the 
Income' Tax Act, to be found in the Queens
land Statute· vol. 8, page 7173 we fiud the 
position clearly set out. It saYs-

" The capital on which the percentage 
of profits of any cm;ppany shall be ~aleu
lated shall include the amount actually 
paid up in cash or value on all shares 
actually iFSued b 0. the company--" · 

'Clause 8 of the Bill of which we 11re now 
asked to pass t·he third reading, sets out 
in paragraph (iii.) of subclauoe (2) that the 
Governor in Council may-

" By Order in Council direct any 
c:Jmpany or pernon or firm carrying on 
business whos<) taxable income within 
the nwaning of the la1-Y3 in force 
relating to State income tax, in respect 
of the immediately preceding period of 
assessment of that tax--" 

And then it goes on to specify the umounto. 
That evidently, in the opinion of Mr. 
Griffiths. is not in conformitv with the state
m~nt made by the Minister for Works 
regarding this Bill, and I think the motion 
should be delayed to afford the Minister an 
opportunity of making clear what is mPant. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTON (Drayton) : I would 
like to S'C v a wor-d or two in objecting to the 
passage of this Bill through its third reading. 
So far as the principle of insurance goes, 
L with the oth·-,r members on this side, most 
cordially agr-ee with it. It has got to come, 
and it will come. but we want it to be on 
a fair basis, a basis that will pre:·corve em
ployment to the people and not destroy it. 
I know perfectly well that there are firms 
who have come up from Sy-dney to manufac
ture iu Quec•mland. They have very big 
bucines"es down in Sydney, and it would 
pay some of the firms to-day to close up 
their premise' in Brisbane and throw their 
people out of employment, and send their 
stuff by boat to Brisbane, and distribute 
it here. not because of the a-,sessment of 
£2 in the first year, but because of the un
limited responsibility which stand" upon them 
after that vcar. No one knows what the 
end of that" will be. I sav that a man is 
a deliberate fool to come and start industries 
·hero under conditions like that. \V e ought 
i:o remove those unlimited liabilities under 
which peop!P are when starting employment, 
and we ought to make employment as easy 
as poHible, provided that the employers 
agree to our Arbitration Court wages. So 
1ong as they pay the wages which the Arbitra
tion Court demands, they have a right to 
-create employment as far as they possibly 
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can, and we should encourage them to come 
here and create employment. The workers 
of the State are against the Bill. 

Mr. CoLLINS: Can you prove it? 

Mr. BEBBINGTO::-.J: I can prove it; I 
can prove that the workers are waking 
up to 1 he fact that it is not in ~he!r ~nteres~s 
to destroy indmtry, and that rt rs m therr 
interest that industrv shall be encouraged, 
so that there shall be a demand for labour 
which shall make labour a very saleable 
article and bring wages to a higher standar? 
than is fixed by the Arbitration Court. It rs 
no use having high wages fixed by the 
Arbitration Court, and having only half the 
men omplo-:ed while the other half are 
engaged in relief works. For that reason 
I am against the BilL We can trace the 
history of this Bill to a little red book whrch 
was quoted by this party some years ago. 

Mr. COLLINS: Quote from it. 

Mr. BEBBI="GTO:;\;: I shall do so. That 
book savs that all the measures desired by 
the Labour party cannot b~ put upon the 
statute-book in one -day, or m one year, or 
in ten vears. but must be enactPd step by 
step as "opportuni tv offers. I am going to 
trace step by st8]) the causPs which have 
led up to the introduction of this measure. 
One of the first steps was the land tax, 
which meant confiscation of the land. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem
ber is not in order in proceeding on those 
Iincs. I cannot allow· him to trace the history 
of this matter step by stt•p, and go all over 
the country in his arguments. 

Mr. BEBBINGTO::-.J: I will miss that stPp 
then. (Laughter.) The next step was the 
insurance step. Then there >Yas the cruel 
treatment meted out to thE> man on the land. 
This measure is intende-d to do the same 
thin"'-to make the men on the land get 
tired of the whoiP business and express a 
wish that the land Bhould be taken away 
from them. That is why I, for one, ~m 
ag-ainst the Bill. If it were a measure whrch 
woul-d ensure emplovment to the workers and 
enable men to make better homes for them
selves I wou 1:1 vote for it. Unemployment 
insurance has to come. but in a very different 
way from that which is proposed in this BilL 
It should be thoroughlv controlled bv the 
workers who should contribute a little
nossihly' a tenth-towards the insurance fun-d. 
Another reason wh" I am opposed to the 
Bill is that it makes it poso,ible for large 
numbers of men to come here from New 
South Wales during our sugar season and 
earn £8 or £9 a W<•ek. and then hang about 
without emplovment and live on the other 
people of the· State till the sugar season 
comes round again, and i~ the meanti_me 
theY will be allowed to exeretse the franchrse. 
That is the whole thing. This Bill is in~ro
duced merelv for the purpo•·e of gettmg 
people from other States to come to Queens
land for the sugar season so as to ensure 
their votes at the next election. Our farmers 
are strug"'lino- with drought and low prices. 
Even with the low prices which at present 
prevail thev could make a living wage if 
we had good seasons. But it is posoible to 
burden the producers on the land over much. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem· 
ber must know that he is going far away 
from the subject before the House. 
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Mr. BEBBI~GTON: I am giving reasons 
why I am gomg to vote against the Bill, 
and one of those reasons is that the Bill 
will inflict a burden upon the farmers who 
are taxpayers to shire councils who will have 
to provide work for the unemploved. The 
far':lers have about sixteen taxe's to pay 
d_urmg the year, but a n:an living- in the 
mty can carry on a professwn, earmng, per
haps, £2,000 per annum, and not be called 
upon to pay a land tax. It is very different 
with the farmer. F_or that re!'son I say 
that a man representmg a constituency like 
that represented by the hon, member for 
Bowen should be ashamed of himself in 
voting for a measure like this, which in
·oreases the burdens on people who are alrea-dy 
overtaxed. 

Mr. SIZER (~Yundah): Before the Bill 
~oes through its third reading I should 
lrke to say that I am disappointed that we 
have reached this stage of such an important 
measure without the Minister having accepted 
amendments which would undoubtedlv have 
made it a better Bill. Those amen~lments 
would. in fact, have made it a workable 
;'IOasure, ';hercas at the prC'•ent time it 
rs an um1orkable one. The Bill should not 
be read a third time, because it fails 
to deal with the fundamental principles of 
unemployment, and does not in any practic
able way atteir>pt to deal with the causes of 
unemplo~-ment. It does not say one word 
about an ~dBquate system of apprentice
,]np, wh_Ich IS one of th_e causes of unemploy
:nent: 1t does _not give any incentive to 
mcrea.se produchon, but practically does the 
opposite; and it does not give anv incentive 
to people to increase our secondarv' industries 
but, in fact,_ ·doe• exactly the opposite. 0~ 
those grounds we have everv reason to be 
disappointed with the Bill.· The workers 
and the people of Queensland who mav be 
looking forward to this Bill will have everv 
reaso!' to be disappointed with it, and I am 
certai'!' that .whe_n thoy. ~ecome thoroughly 
acquamted with Its proviswns and its short
c<;mings and defects. they will express their 
disapproval of It m .a very appropriate 
manner. I regret that It ha~ been necessary 
to p.1.ss condemnation upon the Bill, the verv 
principle of which should, I think. be 
admitted by everyone. It is certainl" admitted 
by myself and by other members on this 
Bi_de of the House. We are anxious to pro
vide a system of unemplo,·ment insurance, 
and to make the lot of the worker more 
stable in regard to employment. We are 
also anxious that. when the dark days of 
unemployment come upon him. the worker 
should find that an adequate s·. stem of insur
ance against that unemployment has been pro
vided. Vi' e are further anxious to remove 
the causes which bring about unemployment 
and to increase our primarv and secDndary 
production, in order that the State mav be 
able to absorb the thousands and ten~c; of 
thousand,, of people who will be willing to 
come to Queensland in the near future. 
Because this Bill will do exactlv the con
trary members on this side Df "the House 
think it should not be read a third time at 
tN.e present moment. 

. Mr. G. P. BARNES (l!'arwick): I should 
lrke to say a few words m reference to this 
Bill on the motion for the third reading. 

Mr. O'ScLLIVAN: Stonewalling? 

Mr. G. P. BAR);'ES: It is not a stone
w;:lL This is one of the most serious things 
this Chamber has ever hq.d to deal with. 

I have risen to qupport the protest made by 
the leader of the ·Opposition against the 
passing of _this measure. A more inequitable 
measure was never introduced into this Par
liament-and we have had many inequitable 
measures-or into any Parliament in any 
other part of . :re civilised world. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Is it not a fact that you 
wanted to put a poll tax of £1 6s. a year 
on to the workers under this Bill? 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I am favourable to 
v.hat has been indicated from this side, The 
country should provide for the days of 
unemp"oyment of the worker. Th~ worker 
himself, if it were put to him, would very 
gladly pay a small moiety "hich would be 
demanded in order to keep up an effective 
insurance against the days of unemployment. 

:Mr. HARTLliY: £1 6s. a year was your 
an1endment, 'vasn't it? 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: It need not be £1 
6s. ; that is altogether excessive. A very 
much smaller amourt would do. vV e would 
be on perfectly safe ground if the St:,.te 
contributed a moiety, if the employer con
tributed a moiety, and if the worker himself 
contributed a moiety. The worker, imtcad 
of feeling that he is a kind of ehr,ttel in 
the State, would ecmmence t'o realise that 
in the hard and trying days of life, should 
they come upon him, he would simply be 
getting his due reward. This Bill, in prin
ciple, is just like many other Acts of the 
prf'sent Government. We have had this 
Government attempting to commandeer men 
in conrtction with the Shipping Bill which 
was brought forward. They failed in that 
a tterr.pt to commandeer human life for their 
own purpose. They have commandeered the 
vroduce of the people, the stock of the 
people, and now they come down and attempt 
to commandeer the capital of the benefactors 
of the country; the very people who are 
finding employment are the people who have 
to find further employment in one ca·'·e, and 
be taxed in the other. Can anyone imagine 
any proposal that is going to take the life 
of a community more than this proposal, 
simply because it comes down and seizes 
simply one class of the community. who has 
to pa-, for the upkeep of the whole of the 
unemployed in the community, and at the 
instance of a council possessed of singu
larly drastic power to carry on further work 
in order to relieve the unemployment of the 
day? I do protest against the singling out 
of individuals in this particular direction. 
I protest against the vassing of the Bill 
altogether, because it is singularly un-British, 
it is unfair, it is the kind of thing that has 
never been attempted in any land under 
the sun. Wherever anything of this kind 
has been attempted, it has been of a con
tributory nature; it has been universal. If 
this were introduced in a universal way, I 
am sure there is not a man on this side 
of the House but would give it his full and 
free support. 

Ho:-~. W. H. BARNES: I desire to move 
the following amendment :-

" That the question be amended by 
the omission of all words after the wor-d 
'be,' with a view to the insertion, ih 
their place, of the words ' rejected on 
the ground that it is so drastic and 
inequitable in its provisions, as they now 
stand, as to harr.per and destroy enter
prise, and is more likely to create 
unemployment than to provide against 
it.' " 

Hon. W. 11. Barnes.] 
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Speaking- to the amendment, I wish to state 
that I do not think there is any nece~si ty 
to stress the drastic nature of the Bill. It 
has been proved over and over again during 
the course of the discu<>sion that perhaps 
there has neyer been introduced into the 
Legislature of Queensland such a drastic 
measure as the one the third reading of 
which we are now asked to carry. It is 
drastic from the standpoint that it places 
in the hands, not onlv of the Minister, but 
of the council, powers· that can be used as an 
instrument to get at almost any section of 
the community. I do not hesitate in saying 
to-day that probably that is one of the 
principal reasons .,:hv the Bill has been 
introduced, so that the .. Government may have 
another rod to carry out the policy of the 
Premier himself, and inflict upon the com
munity generally gro,.s and grievous injus
ticE'. Speaking of the drastic clauses of the 
Bill-here local authorities are to be taken 
parallel, and told thev are to do certain 
things. The communitv, through the local 
authority, are going to be robbed of the 
adYentag-e which they have at present of 
being able to say whether they want the 
expE>.nditure of mom·v or not. It must not 
be forgotten that those who are living in 
thet particular area will have to be respon
sible for the expenditure. It is drastic, too, 
from the standpoint that whereas now there 
is some knowledge on the part of the local 
authoritic·c as to the E'XPE'llditure which is 
to take place during any given period, the 
power which the Minister is taking to him
self is going to absolutely remove that ,afe
guard .. I do not hesita:te to sav it is an 
instrument which can be used drasticall:· in 
a way which can be exceeding-ly detrimental 
to those who ha-Ye to foot the bill in con
nection with thr <e matters. Is there any 
need to argue this afternoon that it is not 
an equitable measure? One of the principal 
characteristics of the present Government's 
legislation is to endeavour to hit one side 
of the communit:v. This is a Bill which it 
has been proved OY<'r and over again is 
going to pres; heavily upon one section of 
the comrnunitc- onlv. I vield to no one in 
my dt>sire to s1-e a inca.sure introduced which 
is going to legitimately benefit the man 
who ca,mot get work a:nd ·wants work. I 
said on thE' second re><ding that I knew 
something of what it is to be out of work
I have ~nown that in my young days-and 
the terrible associations there are connected 
·with th~ man who is not able to get work and 
war<ts It. But this i9 inequitable, and is 
going to dE>feat the very object which I 
assnnw the Bill had in view when it was 
presented to this House bv the Minister. 
I want to ask: \iV as the Secret an for Public 
v\' orks, when he received his orders at those 
various meetings to which refeH,nce has been 
made by thE' qu?tations yesterday and again 
this afternoon. mstructcd that it was to be 
an ine(]nitablc Bill? If he were, I can quite 
nndcrshnd ·.- hy he Bits in his place and 
refus<'S to-cL.~y to rise to the occasiDn, and sav 
that he is going to recommenrl to hi' Go
vernment to do the fair thin~: in connection 
with tbis cla·•,, of legislation. ,. Might I draw 
attention furtlwr to the fact that it is out 
to hamJ!er and de>troc- enterprise. After 
alL < on~parativt>ly spen.king-, we are only a 
small comrnumty, and anything that is done 
i;> the direction of hampering enterprise 
simpl:, means you are going to destroy the 
chances of people getting work. If there 
is going to be prescribed from time to time 
legislation having the effect of restricting- the 
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expenditure of money, we are going to addl 
to the unemployed list .very m!'te_rially. In 
that regard, we are gomg to msist upon a 
very much larger contribution than the £2' 
which is specified for the first year in this 
Bill. Perhaps there was never a time in 
the history of Queensland during the last 
fifteen years when unemployment was so rife 
as it is to-day. I take it people who know 
anything about the conditions in Queensland 
will recognise there are more people out of 
work now than there has been for a con
siderable pC'l'iod. What is going to be the 
effect of a Bill like this? It is going to make
shy the man who has money. He will say, 
" \Yhy should I spend?" 

Mr. COLLIXS: What 1vill he do with it? 
Hox. W. H. BARNES : The hon. member 

for Bowen will have the opportunity of tellin!~ 
)!S something ;tbout those sugar people this-1 
IS going to prE'·S upon very materially. He· 
may deny the fact that it will press upon 
them ;·ery materially. 

_Mr. CoLLIXS: ·what is he going to do with 
hlfS 111011(~_',1? 

HoN. \:\". H. BAR::"-JES: This Bill, instead 
of hclp~ng the man out of work, is going to 
force hnn on to the unemployment market. 
If . a Bill dealing with unemployment is
gomg to be effective-and I may differ from 
some bon. membE>rs on this side-it should 
be a Federal measure. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \YORKS: You 
differ with some on your side? 

_HoN. \V. H. BAR::"-JES : I may differ 
with Fomc hon. members on this side that 
it should be a Federal measure which· 
should bring into operation what vou 
might call intercolonial free trade in 'the 
way of financial assistance in connection 
with labour generally. This Bill will mean 
that men will gravitate towards Queensland, 
and thus neate more unemployment. It 
should be a Federal measure. so that there 
should be no distinction between a man 
seeking work in South Australia. Victoria, 
or ::"-1 ew South \V ales, or any Dther State, 
as the case may 'be. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Wage"· 
are low in Tasmania, so bring them down 
in Queensland; that is your object. 

HoN. W. H. BAR::"-JES: I do not believe 
in low wagrs. but if the present Govern
ment remain in office very long, there will 
b<> no wages to pay at alL because there 
will not be money to pay wagE;; with. 
Finally. I say it is inequitable, because the 
Government have contracted themselvt>s cut 
of the proYisions of the Bill. Fancv the 
GoYernment bringing in a Bill, and asking 
the other fellow to pay. although they are 
the biggest employers of labour. and con
tr<tcting thf'mselve· out of it ! If the Go
vernment vmte-d to do a fair thing by tl:w 
communitv, thev would not have contracted 
themselves out" of the Bill. In connection 
with one of their State enterpri ·es thr-~ 
have a snrplu&-the State InsurancE' Depart
ment. :i\light ti!E'v not ha.vt> come along and 
said, "\Ye will be gcnE>rom, seeing; that we 
are taking, by 'vay of insnrance. money 
from sources that were never exploited 
bf'fore. and we will contribute towards ~his 
measure." But. no, they want everv time 
to bleed the other fellow. and this Is only 
an:other move by which they are seeking to 
ra1se revenue. 

Mr. MORGAX (JEuri/la) : I desire to 
second the amendment, and in sD doing L 
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would draw the attention of the House to 
the fact that Queensland is far behind other 
States so far as the manufacturing indus
tri<''> are concerned. It will be remembered 
that prior to fc,deration one of the reasons 
why some of the Southern States-Victoria 
in particular-were so anxious to get federa
tion was owing to the fact that it would do 
away with what was then known as border 
dutieB. All the States had their own par
ticular border duties, and the i.nterests of 
each State were more or less protected. 
Since fe-deration, Queensland, to a verv 
great extent, has been drawing her manu
factured articles from the Southern States, 
Victoria and :1\ew South Wak' in partiru
lar. The rc~ult is that those who have come 
from Victoria and other Southern States 
cun in Queensland buy all sorts of farming 
implements and machinerv, and almoFt 
everything they desire that 'is made in Vic
toria or New South '\Vales. That is the 
position to-day, altnough during the past 
few years some industrie; which have been 
established in this State arc <·ndea wJUring 
to compete with these industries which \Yerc 
fostered and spoon-fed unc:er a high p"ot~c
tin' tariff in Victoria and other Sbtf's 
before federation was brought into eff<'~t. 
The pomt I want to make is this: That 
these industries are endeavouring to en11.ble 
Queensland to compete successfully with the 
industries in operation in the Southern 
States, and any further taxation which may 
be placed on such industries by the Goven1-
ment is likelY to be detrimental and to 
caus0 many o{ them to close up. The Minis
ter knowo that some of them are practicallv 
being carried on at a loss at the present 
time. We have been told bv the Press that 
no'v the ,,rar is over and ma'tters are becom
ing normal. the opportunity shouid be taken 
of establish!ng industries for the purpose of 
manufacturmg a great number of the articles 
whi~h are at present imported into Aus
tralia from ovcrs<'!IS. I think that is a wise 
thing to advocate. It would be a splendid 
thing- if man~" of the articles we daily use 
could be manufactured in Australia and 
not be brought in from othe" countri~s. It 
would .give a large amount of employment. 
and, m every respect Australia would 
benefit. But, m·c those people who are 
desirous of investing- their monev in those 
industries like!~· to come +md csta.blish them 
in Que<cnsland when a Bill such as this is 
in operation? '\Vhen a mi!n has monev to 
spend. and he is likely to put it in a ·par
ticular industrv, he travels from one State 
to the other 'with a view of finding out 
where the conditions are most favourable, 
just as the Government are now endeavour
ing- to find out the most favourable spot to 
establish iron and steel works. They are 
doing the right thing- in makin" those in
quiries. to find out where the ~vorks mav 
best he established, and thev have an exncrt 
employed who is doing- ;;othing- else ·but 
inquiring into that matter. Just as it is 
sensible for the Government to adopt a 
plan of that sort, so the'<' people who ,,·ould 
corn<> from other narts of the world to 
establiRh industries in Australia will travel 
from State to State, and one of their first 
inquiries will he as to what are the laws 
operating in the different States. When 
they come to Queensland and find that theY 
have a Bill such as this in operation, 'r 
am sure it will be sufficient to prerent them 
from establishing their industries in this 
State. They will, no doubt, be established 

in the Southern States, and we in this State 
will have an opportunity of buying articles 
which are manufactured in the Southern 
States. It is no use trying to close our eyes 
to the fact that Queensland in some particu
lars is eminently adapted for the manufac
ture of cm'tain goods; but, when everythin~< 
is taken into consideration, it is a matter of 
pounds. shillings, and pence, and any taxa
tion which is likely to place our manufac
turers on a worse footing than those in the 
Southern Stak' must reflect detrimentallv 
upon this State. Those people, when they 
have an opportunity of establishing their 
industries in some State where such a Bill 
as this is not in operation, will naturally 
select such a State. The hon. member for 
Bulimba rightlv said, if the same conditions 
were to operate right throughout Australia, 
it \YOuld riot place Queensland in a different 
position to that of the rest of Australia; but, 
unfortunatelv, this Bill is a State matter, 
and the new: industries that are likely to be 
establiohed in Australia during the next 
three or four years will be established in 
som<> other State. There are people at the 
nresent time making inquiries in Australie, 
in reg-ard to th<> establishment of the woollen 
indushv, and there is no reason why Queens
land should not be the State chosen for thf' 
manufadure of wool. We have '"ool equal 
to anvthin" in Australia, ard we have every
thing" ncc<':,,ar~, but, u?fortunatelJ:. we are 
doing even·tlnng noP,Jble to dnve those 
people a wa~· from this State. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PuBLIC' \VORKS : You are. 

:\Ir. M ORGAN: This Bill is one thing, and 
there arc others that I could mention. Then, 
in regard to the cotton industry. Hon. 
members on both side·s of the House have 
been taking a very keen int0rest in again 
e'tahlishinn: the cotton industry m Queens
lnnd. If we sucCE'ed in growing sufficient 
cotton. and there is no reason why we should 
not, it will be neces,,ar:-: to have the raw 
nwterial manufactured mto cotton goods, 
but it is quite probable, if a-'111easure like 
this is on the statute-book. that when the 
time is ripe for the introduction o~ machinery 
for thn purpose. of manufa9turmg. cotton, 
the .factories w1ll he established m some 
other State in Australia where inducements 
are offered. The trouble with a number of 
Government. supporters is that they are short
sighted ; they cannot see beyond their noses. 
ThPir hatred of the capitalist is so great 
that thev are prepared to sacrifice this 
State of 'Queensland. They say. "We don't 
want people with money." In fact the whole 
administration of the present Government 
poirih to the fact that the man with money 
i>; not ,,,·elcome to this State. When the 
capitalists leave the State, I do not know 
,, hat is going to become of the err:ployees. 
I think the average employee recogmses that 
th? man ,yho provides labour is the friend 
of the working- man, and the m'an who can
not provide labour is only an individual who 
has to look after himself. The man who 
i3 capable of ~mploying labour. and who has 
c~pital, is an asset to this State. and he 
should be encouraged in every possible way. 
Then we are told-and it has not been 
denied-that this Bill has emanated from 
the Trade> Hall. We are now. dealing with 
a mr~sure that has been pushed on the 
Gov.crnment be· the Trades Hall, and we 
know exactlv how the TradPs Hall otands in 
relation to 'the present Government. They 
q·idently have proved thernselns sufficiently 

Jir. M organ.] 
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strong to compel the Government to bring 
in measures of this sort, and that being so, 
they will be strong enough, when this Bill 
becomes law, to compel the lHinister to use 
the drastic powers contained in this Bill; 
to compel him to use the Bill in any manner 
that the Trades Hall may direct. That is 
one of the unfortunate things in connection 
with this particular measure. It is not what 
mt>mbers of Parliament may say or do in 
this House; it is what a certain body of men 
who are directly controlling _the present Go
vernw,ent-underground engmeers who are 
not rr"nonsible in any respect to the people 
of this State-may drsire to be done. It is 
those men ,.ho possess j.he power to-day, and 
those men, when this Bill becomes law, will 
compel the Minister, whether he likes it or 
not, to put the drastic provisions of the Bill 
into operation to the detriment of those who 
have invested their money in this State. I 
hope the amendment will be carried, and that 
we will have thP opportunit:~· at a. later date 
in this session of discussing ~erne measure 
that will be likelv to be successful-some
thing that will be acceptable to both sides 
of the House, and something that will prove 
effective so . ar as unemployment is con
cerned. This Bill, as has already been 
stated, inst~ad of reducing unemployment, 
will cause unemployment. It will do harm 
from the very commencement. From the very 
day that this Bill is put into operation 
Queemland will suffer. Many new indus
tries that are likely to be established will be 
abandoned altogether if this Bill become" 
law, and an:vthing that -will have that effect 
will not be for the good of the State. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 

'The amendment i-s suf!ici,cnt cvi·dcncc of 
the inherent hostilitv of h(Jil. members 
opposite to any measure introduced for th~ 
amelioration of the condition of the workers. 

OPPOSITIOX 1\IE>!BERS : No, no ! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Hon. members opposite, time and again, and 
especially this afte_rnoon, have accused this 
Government of bemg under some kind of 
df>mination. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: You know it is true. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
If there is anv evidence that hon. members 
of this House· are acting under pressure in 
regard to the Bill, we have had it this afte•r
noon in hon. member5' speeches. Hon. mem
bers opposite have shown that from the very 
-outset. Although on the second reading they 
did protest that they were in favour of some 
scheme to solve the unemployed problem, 
their attitude since has been an attitude 
-of studied opposition and bitter antagonism 
for the purpose of destroying the· usefulness 
of this measure without any desire to put 
into ito place something to accomplish the 
end f1at they say they agree to-that is, a 
solution of the unemployment problem. It 
is most tmqsual to treat the- third reading 
stage of a Bill as anything but formal, and 
when we see hon. members stonewalling and 
obstructing, as they are doing this afternoon, 
the pass..tge of the third reading of this Bill, 
that indicates in itself their desire to see the 
Bill destroyed, and it indicates further that 
they are acting under instructions from out
side. Take th2 labou.red nature of their 
speeches this afternoon. The hon. member, 
who ·has just resumed hie scnl. seconded the 
amendment in a. laboured speech, in which 
he tried to spe1.k as long as possible, in 
order to delay the passage of the Bill, 

[Mr. M organ. 

without giYing any cogent reason as to why it 
should not pass. And the amendment itself 
is not an amendment which should emanate 
from anyone who is sympathetic towards the 
solution of the problem. It is conceived in 
a desire• merely to ·destroy the Bill if it can 
be destroyed, and thi;; idea of pressure out
side is well founded, but the pressure is 
exercised on members opposite. It seems to 
me, judging by the sp()eches this afternoon 
and the speeches made last night in Com
mittee, that hon. members do not desire 
to solve the problem. They are satisfied 
to uphold and carry out capitalistic desires 
in regard to the existence of a reserve 
army of labour. The- capitalists, as a body, 
are opposed to this Bill. Hon. members say 
that it is condemned throughout the country. 
So it is-by the capitalisto. They do not 
want to solve the unemployment problem. 
They want a large reserve army of labour 
from which thf'Y can draw, in orde•r that 
thev will have 'nore docile employees than 
they otherwise would have. The leader of 
the Opposition tfl1s afternoon tried to justify 
his opposition at this stage on the grounds 
that the Government would not accept 
reawnablc amendments of the measure, ar>·d 
therefore the whole thing had to be con
demne-d; but the fact is that we accepted 
six or seven amendments from the Opposition 
which were reasonable, and which, it was 
thought, would improve the Bill. But if we 
had accepted all the amendments which were 
circulated bv the members of the• Opposition. 
what would have been left of the Bill 
tu-Uay? 

Mr. VowLES: A good Bill. 

The SECRET~\RY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Nothing but a Lare skeleton. 

:\Ir. VOWLES: There would have been a 
new one. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Everv vital clame was to be amended-either 
cut ,;ut entirely or mutilated-by the Oppo
sition. The vital principles affecting the 
assessment of employers, the constitution of 
the council, the question of affording relief 
works, and the other vital principles in the 
Bill would have been entirely destroyed, and 
the Bill emasculated bv members opposite. 
And yet thev have the consummate cheek to 
stand there imd •ay they want to improve the 
Bill instead of destroying it ! I want . to 
point out that one of the amendments whwh 
members circulated, and which the·y desired 
to have accepted, was an amendment to put 
a tax on ~he workers in all industries, or 
prescribed indust,_l8s, to the extent of £1 6s. 
a vear. That is th<:ir idea of solving the 
unemploye·d problem ! If a man, through 
industrial exigencies, is thrown on the labour 
market and is .memployed-well, that is his 
own fault, and they would put a tax on him 
over a sufficiently long period of . time ~o 
build up a fund adequate• to keep h1m or m 
order to warant a dole being served out to 
him during his unemployment. (Opposition 
dissent.) 

Mr. VOWLES: That is not right-three pay
ments, not only one. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The principal contribution under their scheme 
was to come from the worker. {Opposition 
dissent.) Under the Bill, employers, and 
only a certain proportion of employers, would 
contribute on the basis of something from 
4~.cJ. to 9d. per week, and hon. members 
wanted to make the worker pay 6d. I think 
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that could not be justified on any grounds 
whatever. Now, I put this to you-if you 
take notice of all the speeches ma•de here 
this afternoon, has the tend<mcy not been 
in the same direction-that thev do not de
sire to solve this problem, b'ecause some 
intending investors in the Southern States 
might be deterr.ed from their purpose? The 
hon. member for Drayton was moved almoot 
to tears, as was also the hon. member for 
Bulimba, when h8 contemplated the view 
that Southern capitalists might take of this 
legislation. The hon. member for Bulimba 
establishes a. new doctrine in regard to this 
matter. He wants to revert to what he 
calls free trade in labour, abandoning the 
protection of labour altogether. (Opposition 
dissent.) 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: I do not. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 

The hon. member used the term. He said, 
"'Let us have free trade in labour." 

Hon. W. H. BARNES : That is absolutely 
misrepresenting me. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
It is thought desirable to remove all those 
restrictions which are considered to be bene
ficial, and which are no doubt beneficial to 
the worker, and to adopt this new doctrine 
of handing the worker over body and soul 
to the employer. 

Mr. VOWLES: That is deliberate misrepre
sentation. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The Opposition ignored the gravity of the 
situation. They desire not to notice the 
fact that unemployment cre»tes misery, 
brings about destitution and unhappiness in 
the families of workers through no fault of 
the workers themselve'. What is the use of 
being blind to the situation that 0xists now, 
that always exists under the wage system, 
a situation of which no previous Govern
ment have ever attempted an a·dequatc 
solution, a situation which compels the 
worker at certain periods to be thrown out 
of work without any prospect of employment 
or means of livelihood, often reducing him 
to a condition of pcrury and want, and 
bringing misery and stan ation in some ea,'>3 
to his wife and little ones. Hon. members 
would ignore that entirely; they would adopt 
a callous, cold-blooded attitude-(dissent)
fo:r the purpose of currying favour with 
certain persons with sums of money to invest, 
with those who, they say, desire tD invest 
money in Queensland. 'I'he object of this 
Bill is not in any way to destroy industry 
or undermine businecs in Queensland. Nor 
would it have that effect. No one with 
the grossest imagination can say that it would 
lea'd to the ruination of anybody, because 
special provision is made, even with the 
small assessment, that if it is likely to be 
harsh it may in that case be remitted. And 
the assessment itself is a mere bagatei!<J 
compared with the other expe11ses of carry
ing on businc&s and industry in this State. 
It is one of the costs that the industry 
should look after-the cost of its employeee. 
It is recognised, and firmlv established in 
regard to workers' compensation. Every 
argument used again't this measur2 could 
be just as logically used against the workers' 
compensation scheme, because under that Act 
there is an assoSBment upon every employer, 
and ;n that case Queensland is more favour
ably situated than other States, and it might 
be argued that Southern capitalists would 
say, "We will not invest in Queensland 

because there is a more favourable workers' 
compensation scheme there." This will not 
b,-ing a burden to industry, but it will solve 
the terrible problem which faces Queensland 
and every other country at the preocnt time. 
It should be passed if that solution can be 
brought about. I invited from the Opposi
tion suggestions which would tend to improve 
the Bill, but all we got was a nPw scheme 
which, if adopted, would have meant the 
destruction of this proposal entirely. 

:y[r. VOWLES: It would have given insur
ance against unemployment, with proper 
contributions. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Hon. members contend that the carrying of 
a Bill of this kind will somehow injure the 
credit of Queensland, will tend adversely to 
interfere with the carrying on of business_ 
I want to point out to hon. members that 
notwithst<lnding their gloomy prognostica
tions of the last three or four years of the 
effects of this Government's administration, 
notwithstanding their frequent forecasts that 
busineFs will be injured in Queensland 
bf'causC' of this Governn1ent's Ineasures and 
administration, wealth production in Queens
land is higher to-day than at any time of 
its history. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Values have moved 
higher. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Hon. members predicted ruin, the absolute 
destruction of industry, but, nothwithstand
ing those forecasts, industry is more pros
perous in Queensland than previously. It 
only shows that this Government, in formu
lating this scheme, has a due appreciation 
of its obligations, is not out to destroy any
one, is not out to thrust upon industry an 
unfair proposition, but is out to recognise 
what its obligations are not only to industry 
but also to the workers. Hon. members 
attempt to make a lot out of the suggestion 
that the Bill itself did not originate with the 
Government. I nientioned last night-and I 
reiterate the statement to-day-that the Bill 
did originate with the Government. It was 

conceived b~- Cabinet Ministers, 
[5 p.m.] and they take the full responsi-

bility for it. I do not say, nor 
have I ever said, that the workers should 
never make a suggestion for the amelioration 
of their conditions or for social and indus
trial reform. That would be a callous and 
brutal policy to lay down. The Government 
have never ignored the right of the worker 
to think for himself, and to make sugges
tions for the purpose of ameliorating the 
conditions of industry, and when such sug
gestions are made they will be properly 
considered by the Government, and if they 
are practical they will be put into opera
tion. If the unions referred to by the hon_ 
gentlemen arc sufficiently interested in this 
question to propound a scheme for the solu
tion of the problem, let them do so by all 
means. But this scheme originated with the 
Government, and I think it will find full 
acceptance with the workers of the State, 
and will not be condemned by employers, 
because thev will realise that it will not 
operate harsj:lly in regard to them or inter
fere with the successful conduct of their 
businec,s. As far as the creation of employment 
and the finding of work in carrying on 
developmental operations or an-c other works 
are concerned, the chief burden falls upon 
the Gov0rnmcnt, and not upon private 
employers. Hon. members admitted last 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.] 
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night that there was only a small number of 
firms or individuals making mor'l than 15 
per cent. profit per annum, or earning 
incomes of from £5,000 to £10,000 per 
annum. And they are relatively a Fma!J 
clabs, and there is no class in the State more 
able to a'sist in the solution of this problem 
than that small class. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Are there many? 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 

There are quite a number of them ; many 
more than the hon. gentleman imagines. If 
the hon. member is sincere in his question 
regarding the number of firms and individuals 
who are making more than 15 per c0nt. 
profit per annum, he will find that the 
Incon1e Tax Cornrnissioner gives son1e indic>a
tion of the number of companies who have 
to pay income tax on the maximum aS'cess
ment, which is only paid by companies and 
firms making more than 17 per cent. profit 
per annum. There are quite a number of 
such firms, and, in the aggregate, their 
inrornes an1ount to an ~norn1ous sun1. It is 
on those employers that we cast all the 
drastic obligations in the matter of creating 
employment, and the obligations only fall upon 
them with the possibilities of the Go
vernment and the local authorities finding 
<•mployment arc cxhaustr·d. Anyone who 
examines this sch<:>mc fairly and impartially 
must see that it is not an unwise or unsound 
scheme : it is a matured scheme; -it is a 
workable and practicable scheme: and it will 
tend to solve the great problem which exis.ts 
in QuPf)nsland as well as in other countries. 

GovERNllfENT MEMBERS: Hear. hear! 
Mr. ELPHINSTONE: We have listened 

to an <;tvalanche of words intersper"Bd with 
abuse from the Minister for Public Works, 
but I do not think it is going to aPsist us in 
arriving at a solution of this problem. It 
may be useful for Blectioneering purposes, but 
I cannot see how it will assist us to arrive 
at the solution of the difficulty with 
which the Bill proposes to deal. I am 
just going to outline to the Minister in 
a very few wo.rds what is wrong with this 
measure so far as we are concernBd. We 
have approached the Bill form the stand
point that unemployment is an evil that has 
got to be ~ot nd of-an evil that calls for 
the best that Is in us all to provide against. 
There are two grave defects in the measure. 
One is the constitution of the unemployment 
council, which 'llust be bias,ed in its judg
ment. The lopsided con,titution of the coun
cil is wrong, an·'l it will render the whole 
Bill inoperative. The council is to consist 
of five men. three of whom are practically 
under the• .dominatior, of one party in the 
communitv. and therefore the council must 
of nec~·ss!ty be lopsided. \V e moved an 
amendment whereby the constitution of the 
council would have been altered, but, 
although the Minister admitted that the 
council is the crux of the whole measure, he 
steadfa<tly refueed to accept any proposal 
to alter its constitution. When that amend
nlcnt ;,;·as turned clown, there was no 
other course left open to us to saf<'guard 
the interc<ts of those c•mcerned in the 
:measure than to record our emphatic 
protest ag-ainst the passing of the Bill. The 
method proposed in the Bill for raising 
revenue to create an unemployment insur
am1 fnncl is wrong. The charge hich 
the m< 1sure propose.> shall be levied on 
cmploy0rs will be passed on to the consumer. 
There is no question about that. It is going 
to be another burden on the consumer-
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another burden on the cost of living. This 
revenue should be secured by direct taxation, 
and not by indirect taxation, such as is 
proposed in this Bill. Members opposite 
have stood for the policy of direct taxation, 
but here they have be·en shortsighted enough 
to choose a method of indirect taxation that 
is going to have the very contrary effect to 
that which they desire. It is going to 
enhance the cost of living. Every employer 
who is called upon to contribute to this 
sustenarwe fund will add that contribution to 
the cost of production, so that the man in 
the street will have to pay an increased 
price for the articles the employer produces. 
Therefore, that provision will defe·at the very 
object hon. members opposite have in view. 

Mr. BREN"!AN: What do you suggest? 
Mr. ELPHINSTONE : There are many 

suggestions that might be made. W·e have 
suggeste-d that the revenue required should 
be secured bv direct taxation. That would 
remove the danger which now exists of creat
ing a class feeling in the community, as 
the employer would not feel that he is 
singled out. Such a scheme would also 
remove the objection that the State does 
not contribute to the fund. At present 
the State competes in certain enterprises, 
and it will benefit at the expense of their 
opponents ;n the particular businesses 
conc<'rned. The .direct taxation scheme would 
also remoYe the objection that a man 
who does nothing to develop enterprise 
doPs not contribute to this insurance fund. 
There are two classes of persons who derive> 
incon1es fron1 different '3ources. There is 
the class who derive their incomes from 
investments. and there is the class who derive 
their incomes from industry. The man who 
derive' -his income from investments is not 
called upon under this Bill to assist in pro
vi·ding the· ins11rance fund, whereas the man 
who is engaged in industry, and who is assist
ing industry, is the very man who is called 
upon to bear the whole bur·den. That is 
one of the weaknesses of this measure, and 
it is one of the causes which has decided us 
to take up our present attitude. W s did not 
oppose the second reading of the Bill because 
we wanted an opportunity to amend it in 
Committee·; but all our amendments, with 
the exce]'ltion of a few inconsequential altera
tions were turned down, and seeing that 
the Bill now stands to all intents and pur
poses the same as it stood when it was 
introduced, we haYe no other coqrse left 
op<:>n to us than to ask for the withdrawal 
of the measure. If the Secretary for Public 
·works takes notice of the discussion which 
the Bill has aroused, not only in this House, 
but tc1roughout the S'tate, he will withdraw 
the measure, and will the·n have an oppor
tunity of conceiving a measure which is 
more reasonable and more acce•ptable and 
more likely to meet the situation than the 
one 'vhich he is now e•ndeavouring to 
blu-dgeon through the House. The Minister 
referred just now in his remarks to th~ 
de•·ire of this side of the House to create 
cheap labour. That is a che·ap insinuation, 
but it does not cut any ice, becau e he know; 
pH'fectly well that we do not stand for cheap 
labour. \','e are just as sincere in our desire 
to sec the working class living unde·r reason
able conditions as are hon. gentlemen oppo
site. The only diffPrence is that we apply 
to thPsc problems common sense and business 
experience, and endeavour to amend these 
measures with those objects in view; but 
hon. gentlemen opposite are always rushing 



Unell played Workers Bill. [18 SEPTEMBER.] Unemployed rv orke1·s Bill. 847 

1nto these impracticable i·dPals, and because 
':"e venture to ~eay that that they arc imprac

tiCable and are only going to aggravate the 
position they are trying to cure we are 
as,ailed as being obstructionists-'-as being 
the enemies of Labour and anything which 
is going to assist them in their electioneering 
campaign. The Secretary for Public \V orks 
p-_rsists in comparing this with an insurance 
system, and saying that this sustenance 
allowance is going to be arrived at just as 
the insurance premiums are. I would 
point out to him once more that insur
ance premiums are calculated on a rtatistical 
'basis. The contributions to the revenue 
under this Bill are to be arrivf'd at bv the 
-will, or at the wish, of a tempe•ramen"tally
fitted council. On that point we come back 
·once more to the constitution of that council 
-which, I repeat, is one of the main prin
ciples in this Bill to which we take great 
-exception. The Minister also referred to the 
wealth prod u,ction, and said it has been 
higher in Queensland during the last four 
_years. Why is the wealth production higher 
in Queensland? It is not that the production 
has been gre•ater; it is that the worl-d's 
~emand-over which hon. gentlemen opposite 
had no contro]-},as enhanced the price so 
.greatly of those particulu.r commodities that 
they have put an inflated idea into their 
he·ads. Let me ask him this: What is the 
use in trying to find comfort in our wealth 
production, or in the fact of our wealth 
production being greater, when at the same 
-time he has to look about and find some 
means of remedying a condition of unem
ployment in Queensland, which is greater 
to-day than it has been for the last thirty 
years? (Hear, hear!) 'What comfort does 
he find in the fact that our total wealth 
production is greater, when at the same 
time he has to find some• artificial means of 
providing employment for the mass of unem
ployment which is burdening Queensland at 
the present moment? I repeat that we have 
no objection whateve•r to the Minister con
ferring with the workers to find out their 
opinions as to how this measure should be 
framed to meet their wishes; but we also 
claim a similar right for the other class of 
the community, which has to work hand in 
glovE: with the ,,·orker-the employer-those 
on ~he. other side of the hedge, so to speak. 
Then mteruts should also be considered. It 
is their interests we have tried to put for
warp, so that by listening to both opinions 
wo can devise a measure which will be 
.acceptable to all parties. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES : I nm very glad to 
be able to support the amendment, which 
means the witJ::drawal of this m~a·,ure, simply 
because I beheve a very much better Bill 
Dan he evolwd. Had the Committee been 
in pos.;r:ssion of all the information to which 
they were entitled when this Bill was intro
duced, chiefly as regards the nnmher of 
workers in the land and the number of 
employers, it "ould have been a simple 
matter to have ·come down with a sugges
tion that would, I think. have met the 
demands of eve?y reasonable man in this 
Assembly. \Ye understand that there are 
some 76,393 unionists in Queensland. 

Mr. COLLINS: There are over 80,000 now. 
Mr. G. P. BARNES: Thnt helps mv argu

ment. In addition to that, there are quite 
a number of other workers. Sunposing the 
. J'lumber of workers in Queen;land totals 
100,000. A simple contribution from those 
workers of 3-d. per week, or 12s. 6d. per 

year, and a like contribution by employers, 
would bring in £125,000 a year. If the Go
vernment, as they should, put in their quota 
of one-third, W'B would have a further £62,500. 
Supposing the Government say, "\Ve have 
burdens enough to bear: \\ e meet the 
demands of labour and will meet them in 
various directions, and do not propose to 
give any portion towards the insurance fund 
which would thus be created." If that is 
thrown out, we still have the very amount 
that the Minister indicated the other evening 
would be forthcoming· as the result of the 
assessment of the employers. In response to 
an inquiry of mine, the hon. gentleman 
state-d that he anticipated that the revenue 
which would come in as the result of the 
aBsessment would be some £120,000. By the 
simple contribution of 3d. per week by the 
worker and by the employer you have the 
very total the Treasurer has in his mind he 
would realise as a rc,ult of this Bill. That 
is a simple proposal which, I venture to 
say, wouJ.d be acceptable to every employer 
and every workman. 'Will the worker object 
to pay 12s. 6d. a year? I noticed the other 
-dav that the unioni,ts had a levy made 
upon them of 10s. per year in order to 
support the "Daily Standar·d," the Labour 
newspaper. 

Mr. WHITFORD: How much do you pay 
towards the " Courier" ? 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Not onL• penny, as 
far as I am concerned. If a levy of that 
kind can be made upon them in connection 
with the running of a paper, the workers 
are not going to complain of' a levy of 
12s. 6d. per year when it is going to 
provide against their days of unemployment. 

Mr. '\VHITFORD: How much does your firm 
pay the " Daily Standard" in the way of 
advertising as compared with the "Brisbane 
Courier"? 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: That is mv busi
neos, it is not your'. '\V e had a very fine 
display of heroics on the part of the Secre
tary for Public Works. That will all be 
taken for what it is worth. In the light of 
clear criticism, and in the light of the good 
of the country, too, I am sure the attitude 
of the Opposition in connection with the 
introduction of this measure, and the opposi
tion they have put forward to it, will be 
commended by people throughout the land. 

::\Ir. TAYLOR: I rise to support the 
amendment of the hon. member for Bulimba, 
principally because I think the Bill-;:-as is 
stated in the amendment-is most dra.tic in 
its nature and nnfnir in its operation so far 
as one section of the community is conrcrned. 
Personally, I think that not· only the em
ployer but the worker and the Government 
should make a contribution to this fund. 
It has been said bv sev0ral members opposite 
that the worker" should make no contri
bution whatever. What is it he would be 
contributing to" He is asked to make a 
small contribution to a fund which is going 
to ensure him, according to the terms of the 
Bill, constant employment. ·what do workers 
do to-day in regard to contributing to various 
matters from which they derive benefits? 
TakL the friendly socirties. Th,·oughout 
Australia inen have come togpt]wr and 
vc1udarily contributPd a sum equal to 
anything from £2 10s. to £3 lOo. a :·car, 
and what for? 

Mr. BRE!;KAN: £1 a wec.k . 
Mr. TAYLOR: Because, as the hon. mem

ber says, thev can have £1 a week when 

Jh. Taylor.] 
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they are ill, and also get medical attend
ance and comforts in case of sickness, 
and certain benefits at ·death. Workers have 
been the principal contributors to friendly 
societies. They have not been compelled 
to do it, but have done it voluntaril), 
and splendid results hiwe been obtained 
through their efforts. Then, with regard 
to the various unions and organisations 
eonnected with labour, we find the mem
bers of those organisations contributing 
6d., 9d., or ls. per week, for certain benefits 
which they believe they will derive there
from. A better organisation is placed before 
the mnpioyers and employees in this Bill, 
if the methods we propose are adopted, 
as constant employment would then be 
ensured. Then there is the matter of life 
insurance. :i\Ien have contributed in that 
direction in order that, if death comes 
suddenly, there may be a sum of money 
a\ ailablP for their wives and children, who 
will not then be thrown on the world with
out a shilling. Hon. members opposite get 
up and complain about small contributions 
to assist in carrying out this scheme. I 
contend that the fact that it is going to Le 
a charitable scheme is one of the mo:ot 
damaging features in connection with it. 
It is going to take away the self-relianc•'· of 
the workers if the measure gaPs through in 
the form in which it is introduced. 

The Treasurer, a little while ago, said 
tha.t the wealth production of Queensland 
was never greater than it is at the pres£•nt 
time. Doe~ the hon. gentleman mean to say 
that, because a m<ln pays 35s. for a pair of 
boots to-day that he could have got for 25s. 
a year or two ago, it is in the interests of 
the people? Does he mean to say that be
cause the wealth production has increased 
and ev~rything which the people are using 
to-day IS from 25 per cent. to 50 per cent. 
or 70 per cent. higher in price than it was, 
the people are any better off for it? Can 
there be anything more illogical than such 
a statement? Then, as has been said during 
the debate, our secondary industries have 
enough trouble to compete with the Southern 
industries at the present time, and anyone 
who has the best interests of Queensland <lt 
heart cannot but regret the lamentable fact 
that bo<lts are bringing up manufactured 
articles from the South, the ra.w products 
for which were procured from Queensland. 
Is that a good thing for the State? We 
talk about sending our hides find wool over 
the seas. Why, "dash my buttons," we are 
sending tomatoes from the constituency of 
the hon. member for Bowen down to Mel
bourne and Sydney and bringing them up as 
tomato sauce. And that a.pplies, not only to 
tomato sauce, but to other lines, such as boots, 
biscuits, and confectionery. The raw products 
are being sent down South from Queensland, 
and we are willing to pay the price of having 
them manufactured in the Southern Sta.t~s. It 
is now proposed to put another ta.x of £2 
per head on to tlw m>).nufacturers. \Ye are 
trying as hard as wr, can to block them. Do 
we not want to enlarge the operations of 
our secondary industries? Surely, the Sec
retary for Public Works, and other hon. 
members opposite, cannot be serious in 
advocating a measure like this, which will 
penalise our secondary industries and manu
bcturers ! If the Minister is wise he will 
withdraw the Bill, and have it remodelled. 
The Minister, in a very impassioned speech 
this afternoDn, said that we on this side 
were cold-bloodE'd and callous, but the 

[Mr. Taylor. 

cold-bloodedness and callousness is on the 
opposite side. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. TAYLOR: The Bill is going to create 

unemployment, and make us put the clock 
back in our State. If the Minister is sincere 
in his desire that the workers shall have 
constant employment and be well paid for 
it, he will withdraw the Bill, and have it 
remodelled and made into a workable 
measure, and one which will conduce to the 
best interests of the State. 

Mr. \¥HITFORD: I am >atisfied your bosses 
are shaking you fellows up. 

Mr. SIZER: Before this go<'g through, I 
want to bring under the notice of the House 
a most deliberate misrepresentation by the 
Secretary for Public Works of a statement 
by the hon. member for Bulimba. That 
hon member wns advocating that this 
sho~ld be a Federal scheme, under which no 
set of employers in on~ State would be 
interfered with as <lgamst employers m 
another State-that there should, in that 
respect, be free tra~e. The Minister 
deliberately put words _mto the hon. mem
ber's mouth entirely different to what h•: 
used. and inferred that the hon. member 
for Bulimba-and no doubt he attac,hed the 
imputation to all members on this . s~de
was anxious to have free l<lbour conditiOns; 
that there should be no Arbitration Courts 
or factorv laws-that we want cheap labour. 
It was ,;; most absurd and deliberat.e . mis
representation on the part. of the M1mster, 
and it W<lS unworthy of h1m to att:mpt, as 
cheap political propaganda, to de]1bera~ely 
misrepresent and impute wrong mtenbons 
to this side of the House. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
omitted (lion. TT'. II. Ba_rnes's anundmrnt) 
stand part of the questiOn-put; and the 
House divided:-

Mr. Armfield 
Bertram 
Brennan 
Butler 
Carter 
Collins 

, Cooper, F. A. 
Coyne 
Dunstan 
Foley 
Gilday 
Gillies 
Gledson 
Jiartley 
Huxham 
.Tames 
Kirwan 
Land 

AYES, 35. 
Mr. Larcombe 

Lloyd 
:1-!cCormack 
:1-IcLachlan 
Mu!lan 
O'Sullivan 

)' Payne 
Riordan 
Ryan, D. 
Ryan, T. J. 
Rmith 
Stopford 
Theodore 

, Thompson 
Whitford 
Wilson 
Winstanley 

Tellers: Mr. Brennan and Mr. Carter. 

Mr. Appel 
,, Barnes, G. P. 
, Barnes, W. JI. 
, Bayley 
, Bebbington 

Bell 
, Elphinstone 
, Grayson 
, Hodge 

NoEs, 17. 
Mr. Macartney 

Moo re 
, Morgan 

Roberts 
Sizer 

, Rwayne 
, Taylor 
,, Yowles 

Tellers: Mr. Bebbington and Mr. Sizer. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 

[5.30 p.m.] 
Question-That the Bill be now read a 

third time-put and pass~d. 
The Bill was ordered to be transm·itted to 

the Legislative Council for their concurrence 
ty message i!l the usual form. 
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ELECTIOKS ACT AMENDME~T BILL. 

SECOXD READIKG-RESCii!PTION OF DEBATE. 

Mr. SIZER : In addressing myself to the 
second r<:ading of this Bill, I do so with 
some difficulty, bepause since we discussed 
this matter previously, there has been a 
change in the Ministry. The hon. gentieman 
,, ho was in charge of tho Bill has been trans
ferred to another department, and another 
hon. member has been elc vated to the position 
nf Assishnt ::\Hnir.•tm' for Justice, and that hon. 
gentleman. I am sure-in fact, it is common 
knowledge-has entirely different ideas to 
tl;ose of the late Minister in connection with 
electoral matters. \Ve are all well a.ware 
that on th<' introduction of this rrK.asure I 
t·n.ch"l_\youred to seeure the adoption of 
an emircly new principle, hut I wets not 
suCC'P"ful on that occasion. probably du<' to 
the fact that the .Minister was unsympatlwtic. 
I am wondering what is likely to happen 
since the change of 1finisters, as the hon. 
member for Keppel is now in charge of this 
Bill, and I know he agr<;us entirely with 
my ideas, and with the ideas of those people 
who advocate proportional representation. 
I have n-ad many speeches, but I have never 
read a more logical or more lucid explana
tion of th0 system of proportional representa
tion that that which was delivered by the 
hon. member for Keppel in this Chamber 
some years ago, and I have every r'iason to 
believe that he still holds thos:' views. I 
suggest, now that the hon. gentleman has 
taken charge of the el<:ctoral machinery of 
this State, that he immediately puts into 
operation those views which he advocated 
so ably in this Chamber, and if he does 
that, I am' sure he will have thQ support 
of a majority of the people of this State. 
This is probably the only occasion during 
this Parliament on which we shall have an 
opportunity to discuss election matters. Elec
tion matters are of vital interest to mQmbers 
of Parliament because every member is 
anxious that the most effective system pos
sible should be devis.,d to get an accurate 
exprr44~ion of the people's will at election 
time. I think that is the desire of every 
member of this Parliament-if it is not, it 
should bQ-and it is the desire of the people 
outside that that system should be in opera
tion. We know that under this Bill it is 
impossible to bring that state of affairs 
about. The measure does not propose in any 
shape or form to remove any of the funda
r.>ental defQcts of our electoral system, or 
tend to bring about an effective electoral 
"'"stem. All it does is simply to amend 
some of the machinery clauses. Is that really 
worthy of the Government? It might b12 a 
worthy attempt to deal with the matter if 
we had an adequate system of electoral law, 
but we have a system which is antiquated 
and inefficient, and now WQ have an oppor· 
tunity of improving it. and surely that 
opportnnit;-· ehoulcl be graspPcl at the <'ttrlir•,t, 
possi''k momf'nt. Thi, is the E'arliest possible 
moment, because we have a llQW Minister, 
a Minister who believe» in that better elec
toral system, and it is for him to say whether 
he will put his own beliefs into opQration. 
It may be said, an<l probably it will be 
said, that the question on which I have 
been speaki::g does not really come under 
this Bill, and no doubt you might rule that 
the contentio:1 is correct. Th12 fact remains 
that it is part and parcel of the electoral 
machinery, and although it may be inter
woven with other Ads, it is still the 

1919-3 G 

£nndan1c-ntal principle- of rPprescntation, and 
the insrru)m'nt with >·chich we are -dealing in 
this Bill. The ;\linister, if he is not able 
to withdraw the Bill immediately, may be 
able to go so far as to give the House the 
assurancl'. ";.-hen he addresses himself to the 
subject, that he will at least hasten the 
amendment o£ the Electoral Districts Act, 
,,, as to bring • into operation the sound, 
broad principles of the sch~me which he has 
advocated in the past. 

Tho measure itself is mainly a machinery 
Bill v.hich r ;m hP hPttt•r dea-lt with in 
C'ommittN'. (be of the salient points is 
undonhtc•clly the lowering of the franehise age 
to eighte<'n from the present age of twenty
Oil<'. I have not heard the new Minister on 
the question. but I heard the late Minister, 
and I must say that the only cogent r<~ason 
which has been given why the age should 
be rnc!uced-the only reason which I call a. 
reason-is that the soldiers were sent away 
to the war at eighteen yeats of age. That is 
an argument why the soldiers themselves 
might have votes 'at eighteen years of age
I will admit that. The soldiers, when they 
wer'' away overseas, acquired those manly 
qualities which distinguish them, their out
look was comiderably broadened, they be
ecame more educated in big world-wide affairs 
'O as to be in a better position to give an 
intelligent vote at eighteen years of age. 
But the fact remains that if the argument 
in that particular instance is correct, the 
circumstances generally are certainly not 
analog·ous so as to justify its application 
in all case'. If it is the intention of the 
hon. nwrnber to pin his faith to that 
argnuwm, I would bt> quite prepared to 
lllOVfl or a~sifit hin1 in Conn:nittee to makf' 
the eight<'Pn-ycar-old YOt<' ap]Jlicable to the 
solcli(·r~. 

The f'\ECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The 
1'pper House rdused to grant it last session. 

Mr. SIZER: That fact shows that after 
all the ravings of hen. members opposite, 
that this eide of the House has only to dictate 
to th0 other Chamber to have their wishes 
obsen-cd haYe miscarried, because if we had 
been prepared to move something in that 
direction, one would think that if we 
wpre hand in glove with them they would 
acc"Pt whatever we mO\·ecl. I am glad that 
the Minister for Agriculture has se ably 
PxplainPd our position in respect of tht> 
Legislative Council. But, let me «ay that 
there will be very very few soldiers who 
would lw Pigbteen years of age and comt' 
under such a p1·ovioion. 

:Yir. WHITFORD: Why prostitute the 
soldiers? 

Mr. SIZER: I think the hon. member 
would prostitute anything. 

Mr. \VHITFORD: That is your opinion, and 
I am satisfiPd that you would, too--don't you 
forget iL I do not know that you are an. 
Austrulian, a,nyhow. You are not a gentle
lnan. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Order t 
::\lr. SIZER: Admitting that a certain 

number went away at a very early age, 
an overwhelming majority of them now will 
be twenty-one years of age at least, and 
<'ligible to vote under our electoral law as 
it is t<J-day. For that reason I do not really 
see that the argument applies to any material 
extent at the present moment. Let us look 
at tlH' other reasons advanced for the 
proposal. I maintained on the initiation of 

Jlr . .Siur.] 
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this Bill that the introduction of wtin'-' 
at eighteen years of age is unwise, and I 
repeat that there is a very small and almost 
negligible proportion of persons in the eo m
munity who are competent at th<> age of 
eighteen to pass an unbiassed and deliberate 
opinion on vexed political questions. I am 
prepared to a;dmit that thNemay be isolated 
cases of student!· of political' affairs who are 
naturally enthusiastic about such things, but 
if there are 1 per cent. or ~ per eent.-I 
-doubt whet·her there would be so manv-·
is that an argument that wo should gener~Jly 
lower the voting age to eighteen? Expe
rience teaches us that there is all over t.he 
world a general agitation against children 
leaving school at the age at which they 
do at present, an agitation for the raismg 
of the schooling age. In many places it 
has been increased. And, as a rule, those 
men who are fortunate enough to have oppor
tunities of receiving the higher education 
of a university have never complet."d their 
schooling as it were, until they are often 
very far past twenty-one years of age. vVe 
know very well that men who are in that 
fortunate position are better educated than 
those who are in a less fortunate position, 
and my point is that if it takes until twenty
one years of age and more to qualify for 
certain high profeqsions, is it pos.sible that 
those who are not fortunate enough to have 
such advantages will be abiP to cast an 
unbiassed and effective vote on the vexed 
politi~al questions which will sooner or later 
affect the welfare of the Stat.c and thi' 
Commonwealth of Australia? I say it i, 
not reasonable, and is not lik<>ly to improYP 
Queemland in the future. 

Mr. WHITFORD: vVhat about conscription 
at eighteen? 

Mr. SIZER: An hon. member interjects 
something about conscription at eighteen. 
Personally, I do not agree with men enlist
ing at that age, but even if they did, is that 
a sufficient argument for bringing down the 
age at which young people can vote? Of 
course, it is not. As I have said, I will 
assist the Minister to give a vote to those 
who are under the age of twenty-one and 
are away from Queensland at the pre~ent 
time. The rea"•on for the agitation for 
raising the school age whiPh is going on all 
over the world is that people are beginning 
to realise that when children lea vr· school 
at an early age. they are not sufficiently 
educated to be able to play their full part in 
the business of the worl<d. 

Mr. CoLLINS : \Vho were the pioneers of 
that movement? The Labour party. 

Mr. SIZER: It does not matter to me 
whether the pioneers of that agitation were 
mPn connected with the Labour movement 
or with the soci<&list movement. The fact 
remains that the agitation is going on. and 
if it was a Labour agitation, that is all 
the more reason why members opposite should 
approve of the argument I am putting for
ward. For some reason which I do not know 
-probably hon. gentlemen opposite will be 
able to tell me-we a1)pear to have lived 
for many years undGr the misapprehension 
that a young person should not be considered 
to have reached his majorit:;· until he has 
attained the age of twenty-one years. \Ve 
know that to-dav in the eves of the law 
no person is recognised as ar1 adult until he 
has reached the age of twenty-one years. 

Hon J. LARCOMBE: Yes, under the Defence 
Act he is. 

[Mr. Sizer. 

Mr. SIZER: I am not dealing with th€' 
Defence Act. I say that under our present 
la v; no person under the age of twenty-one 
)~ears can legaJlv enter into an agreement. 
\Yhen the first "iuize in the Golden Casket 
was won by a la.d under the age of twenty
one vears, he was not able to touch the 
money because he was under age. \Ye will 
not allow a person to throw away his own 
property before he reaches the age of twenty
one years, or to do what he likes with that 
P.roperty before he rE•aches th~t ag.c. Is it 
rwht then to hand over to hnn th0 power 
to" deal with matters affecting the welfare 
of the State when he is only eighteen years 
of aiTe? I have just been reminded that a 
man ° cannot even be married until he is 
twenty-one years of age without the conse.nt 
of his guardian. \\'hy are all these restriC
tions imposed upon young persons 't Are 
those restrictions wrong? Should we do 
awav with them all? Is the object of hon. 
mer{;bers opposite to start with the Elections 
Act instead of starting with the marriage 
law' or something else? The reason for the 
introduction Qf this measure is-I have come 
to this conclusion reluctantly-because the 
Government feel that their power is waning. 

Mr. s~nTH: You would like to bPlieve that. 

:Mr. SIZER: I would not like to believe 
it; I do believe it. The Goverp.ment think 
thev will gain some extra votmg strength 
at the elections if they are able to re-duce 
the voting age to eighteen years. They 
believe that thev will be able to play upon 
the sympathies of the _YOUng pe.opJe by poini;
ing out to them that rf they wrll only return 
a Labour man they will be >;ble to secu~e 
anything they want-that therr. wages wrll 
be increased and that thev wrll get more 
time for football and other· things. 

Mr. BREXXAN : What is wrong with football? 

Mr. SIZER: Nothing at all. I simply 
say that such arguments will be used for the 
purpose of influencing votes. 'I'he Govern
ment power has been shaken most in the 
metropolitan ar0a, and they hope to oo a_ble 
to gain some added strength by reduemg 
the aiTe at which people will be allowed to 
vote. ° For that reason I think the proposal 
should not be entertained by this Chamber. 
There are possibly some provisions in the 
Elections Act which ne-ed amendment. I .do 
not think any person, ~10 matteT OJC! whreh 
side of the House he srts. hear·d wrth a':'Y
thing but astonishment the answer whwh 
was given bv the Minister ~o the .hon .. mem
ber for Oxley yesterday. m wlnch rt was 
stated that there are 40.000 moTe namE', on 
the electoral rolls than there are adults in 
the State. I admit that the hon. gentleman 
gaYe a rea ·On for that. 

Hoa. J. LARCO:\IBE: A sound reason. 

:Mr. SIZER : I do not say it is a sound 
reason. It is a reason which needs to be 
analvsed. but it shows that there is room 
for anwndment in the provision with regard 
to the enrolment of electors. 

(Sitting suspended frorn 6 p.rn. to 7 p.m.) 

Mr. SIZER (continuing) : I ·do not think 
any legislation should be introduced 12urely 
and simply for the purpose of keepmg a 
Government in power. I do not see why 
they' should be allowed to genymander with 
the olectDral laws. The question of the 
eighteen-y<>ar-old vote is not one which can 
be seriously entertained by any common
sense Legislature of the present day. There 
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;et{' other clam;<:>s in this Bill which makf' HH' 
+hink it is for the purpose of as;isting thP 

• Gow•rnHwnt. One i8 i1i P<mneetion with 
annual courts. which sPenl to have heeH 
altered to suit one class of workf'rs who comP 
to this State' annually. One point whi<·h 
should b<> -dealt with wm; thP dearhing of 
thP rolls. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICPLTURE : A very 
important point. Th,, eard systf'm is in 
operation no1v. 

Mr. SIZER : That does not altPr the fact 
that at the present moment it is possibk 
for a man to be on ·two rolls. and vou can
not ren1ove hi1n unless you <'an pro~ve he i:-:. 
out of the State. That is not the proper 
thing. It may be that a per;;on i;; known 
to have shifted from one pia: e to anothPr. 
<•nd it can b<> pro,ed beyond all shadow of 
doubt, but you cannot remove him from thP 
roll unless he is out of the State. 

Hon. J. LARCO~IBE : It is a ground d 
-objection if you can proYe that a man rs 
on another roll. 

.Mr. SIZER : The hon. gentleman knows 
very well that you have to provP, beyond hi~ 
ehange of address, that he i, out of the 
State. It is not right that one should have 
to comply with such a harsh rule. While 
that remains we never will have dean rolls. 

Hon. J. LARCOMBE: He cannot remain on 
two 1·olls. 

Mr. VowLES: Under different names. That 
is done frequently. 
~h. LARCOMBE : HP can be on a dozen on 

that argument. 

Mr. SIZER: A person has to go to a lot 
of trouble tp secure all the evidenrH that an 
elector is out of the State, although he may 
know perfectly well he is out of the State. 
It is a deplorable thing that we have 40,000 
more names on our rolls than we have adults 
in the State. I am hopeful that the Min
ister will Pither withdraw this Bill or go 
on with the Bill, and immediate! v follow 
it with another Bill to bring into operation 
that scheme which ''"ill give us an effectiye 
electoral system favoured by the majority of 
the -democratic thought of QuePnsland, and 
favoured by the Minister_ himself. 

Mr. OOLLINS (Bowen) : I desire to haw 
a fmv words in connection with thi.< Bill. 
The hon. gentleman who has just resumed his 
seat said that he was not prepared to giye 
Yotes to persons of eighteen years of age. 
At the same time he said he was quite pre
pared to give yotes to soldiers oYer the age 
nf Pighteen years. In other words, the hon. 
gentleman is prepared to place the military 
iwE>r and above the ciYil. L at all times. 
stand for the civil and not for the militarv 
(Hear, hear!) I do not wish to see, eith<'l;, 
this State or this Commonwealth dominated 
by militarism. If we are going to extend 
the franchisP. what I want to see is that there 
shall be no distinction between the man who 
served at the front and the man who did 
not, because I daim-and claim rightly, in 
my opinion-that the man who did not leaye 
the shorto' of Australia filled just as useful 
functions in connection with the life of this 
Commonwealth may bP, as those who did go 
to the front. Everybody knows you could not 
carr;~· on the war without somebody staying 
behind and producing the munitions of war 
and the necc,ssaries of life-to carrv on the 
production of the country. The hon. g(mtleman 
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~aid he -...nnrld ~upport anvtlunu: \Vhieh 
\Vould lll'oposP to g-iYP the 'vote , to tho~P 
who had served at the front. The argument 
ha~ hc<m adYanced that this Dill is going to 
!!iY<' boYs and girls thP right to exercise 
th<' franchise. The hon. membPr for Nun
tlah knows full well that under many of our 
arbitration ~nYards., ·wh0n a p0r~ou reache~ 
the agc of pighteen years it is r~·cognisPd 
that he has the full right to Le paid at the 
rah-~s of a 111an. If hr- is reeogni~ed as a 
man under th<' arbitration award, why should 
hP or slu-:. not be rpeognis.P.d as a man or 
wornun in exercising the franchi~e? I ain 
one of those ''" ho, at all times, ha YP recog
lli~f'd that agt:~ does not always count so 
far as wisdom goes. If I wanted to prove 
mY case. all I would need to do would be to 
look at tlw Opposition sitting in this Cham
lwr. (Laughter.) What they really want. 
i,; some young blood in that party over tlwr~. 
but they are not likt•ly ever to get with therr 
eonserYatiYe ideas. (Hear. hear !) I would 
not Pxpect men who have been 'cradled in 
tl!P lap of luxurv, who have never had to 
struggle to ('nablP them to liYe, to be full 
mPn at eighteE'n. The nwn who belong 
to thP working class, who haYe had to 
t.oil from the timt> they were fourteen 
yeario of age---and many of th!'m before 
thE'v reaehE'd the age> of fourteen-are 
weil able to use their thinking faculties at 
Pighteen years of age. (Hear, hear !) 
Uonsidering that the bulk of the people 
belong to the working classes in all the 
eountries of the world, what is wrong in 
"iving the franchise to both men and women 
~t eighteen? The "Brisbane Cou,rier" 
refPrred to this vote as the "flappE'r Yotc.'' 
'Thev ouo-ht to be ashame-d of themselves. 
(Hear, h~ar !) Why do they not learn ,"'me
thing about their own country? If they do 
not know something about it, I am going to 
h l! them something about it to-night. Do 
thPv know that in 1917 the total number of 
marriagPs in this Commonwealth was 33,666, 
and nearly one-fifth of the total number, as 
far as the women folk wa.s concerned, were 
below the age of twent.>·-one. Le·t me quote 
from Knibbs's late;;t official yt<ar book, page 
181. He says-

" It will be seen that no less than 
1.186 males. who were less than twenty
one years of age, we•re married during 
1917. The corresponding nuTI?-ber of 
females was 6,388, of whom srx were 
\Yidows.'' 

In other words vou ;;av to the women folk 
of this State, a;,d the dommomvealth, "You 
a re fit to bP mothE'rs and to carrv on the 
race• "-which we all desire should be carried 
on-" but van are not fit to exercise a Yote 
in helping to make the conditions un~er 
which you live." Hon. members opposite, 
wh0n thP war wa< on, sat back with folded 
arms, and said to the young men of eightee·n, 
"Go and fio-ht our battles and defend our 
property: y~u ar!' the youths of the nati~n. 
Go, -do all that. You are not fit to exercise 
th·· franchise until you are twenty-one, but 
vou arc• fit to fight at eighteen." (Hear, 
hear !) I am sorry to say there are many 
men under the soil of France to-day who 
were below the age of eighteen. 'rhey were 
fit to defend your property and fight for your 
King and country, but they were not fit to 
exercise the franchise, because they were not 
twenty-one. 

An OPPOSITION ME}!BER: No one objects to 
their having it at eighteen. 

Mr. Collins.l 
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::\lr. COLLINS: I oay tht>y >h~oulJ hav<' 
thP franchi~o at eighteen. I have always 
believed in thP vouth of a nation, because 
it has been the youth of a nation that has 
brought about progrho. (HEar, h, ar !) If 
hon. 'members opposite stl!dy Bmklo's "His· 
tory of Civilisation," thl.'y will find that the 
Frenr·'t Revolution---which has c.: used the pro
gr(_\~s of th(~ nation-wa;;; <'~lrric.·d ont by 
~oung men. Do hon. members opposite know 
anything about St. Just, a young man who 
was execute<] at the age of twenty-four, and 
whos~ name will be among the immortals·~ 
Some of the men who are opposing the exten
sion of the franchise to boys and girls will 
<lie and go down to the grave unknown. 

:VIr. G. P. B.mNr'J: You ..;ay ''~our King 
and country." 

Mr. COLLIJ'\S: I always put my eountry 
first, and I think every S< nsible man does 
that. (Hear, hear!) The country comes first 
-the King is well able to look after him
self. liP does not want me to look after 
him. (Laughter.) I do not go 4own on my 
knees at night and pray for lnm. Would 
hon. n!Pmbers say that young men have not 
accomplished llll!Ch? Have they never heard 
tell of a voung man named Chatterton, who 
i;, known· as "the Bristol poet," who is 
among>t the immortnlr-, and who will live 
liS long as the English language lasts-as 
long as the English literaturo is on this 
planet? (Hear, hear !) Do they not know 
that hC' was seventeen "car' and te-n months 
old \Yhen he died? • 

:Mr. BAYLEY: That is an <''<C<'ption. 

Mr. COLLINS : It is not an exception. I 
am going to quote some more to you befor-•• 
I sit down. He wrote• a poem, the title of 
which is "A Prophecy on Political Satire," 
and I would strongly recommend the Oppo
sitiOn to study that poem, becauoe it seems 
to suit them. I was in the upper library 
during the dinner hour, and saw two ...-olumes 
of poems by John Ruskin, some of them 
written at f:even, eight, nine, and ten, and 
up to twc>nty-one year~ of agf'. I am pre
J1lared to say that thm·e are not many men 
in the' Opposition who could produce poems 
such as Ruskin wrote. Yet he woqld be 
told that he would not be allowed to vat<" 
1mtil he reached the age of twenty-one. 
Percv Bvsshe Shelle·y, another man, was 
amoiigst 'the immortals so fu as our litera
ture go()s. vV e all know he was e-xpelled 
from the L.:niversity at the age of seventeen, 
owing to his a·dvanced ideas. We all know 
that he did splendid work, and he died and 
passed out at the age of thirty. Keats, 
another brilliant writer, wrote many things 
before he reached the age of twenty-one. He 
died at twenty-four, and yet he is amongst 
the immortals. Many men do not live.•; they 
only vegetate. (Hear, hear!) 

A GovERKMEKT MEMBER: Thev ar1- vege-
tarians. (Laughter.) · 

Mr. COLLINS: I question whether some 
men whom I have seen at seventy or eighty 
veal'S of age have lived at all. A man 
should not be judged by the number of years 
he lives on this planet, but by what he 
accomplishes, or tries to acuomplish. I know. 
from my own experience, that at eighteen I 
was quite fit to give a vote. I clo not find 
that wisdom comes with age. Some men, 
the older they grow, the more conservative 
and stupid they become. (Laughter.) You 
have onlv to look at the- Opposition. (Loud 
laughter.) That party has no chance until 

[Mr. Collins. 

t lH v · ~~· t vounger 1nen in the party. )Iany 
peaple co{nc to the gallery and look down 
into the Chamber, and they say to me, 
·' Your party, Mr.· C'.'llins, consist of young 
men," awl I said, "Rightly so, too; they are 
tlJ<· hope of the future forth<' world." (Hear, 
hear ~) Hon. members opposite said they 
were tlw :lOp<' of the world in the war, but 
now wlwn we propose to extend the fran
uhis~ to thP age of e-ighteen, t~ey _are not fit 
and proper persons ~C? exer~nse It. I was 
ouP who, when orgam<mg th1s State, alway3 
0ncouraged our youth, and so_me of ch~m, 
owing to my efforts, are occupymg yery h1gh 
positions in thr~ Commonwealth to-day. . It 
is to tho youthful members of the commumty 
we han; i:o look f<h' progress of idC'as. So fccr 
us invt~ntive faC'nltv goes, as a rule, a 1nan 
d-oe;; not inYent after he iB sixty Ol' se,.en~y 
"cars of ac-e-h<' generally invents when h\ 1s 
voung: he--improves machinery of product1?n 
:when- lw i' young-yet the party opposite 
would r<>fusc to mE'n like E·dison, who, I have 
no dol!ht. did n good many things before he 
rcachE'd tw,·nty-one--

_:\'fr. U. P. B.mxEs: He is not vPgetatir:g 
}IOW. 

:\lr. ('OLLI:"-<R: He is still progressi~g. 
I want to t•ncourage youth. Then, agam, 
WP had \Yilliam Pitt. the younger. _oc~up;, 
ing a very high position in Great Bntam at 
" Yl"l'Y t•arly age, and I have _no doubt he 
was lit to pxerci·'" a vote at eighteen.. H;e 
might havf' been better. able to exerc1se 1t 
; han Rnn:<· JWOplc at eighty. If :y:ou . anl 
xoinv to judge people by agt>, I am :nclmed 
w thmk that a young man o_f e1ghte<'n 1s bette.t 
ab!<· tn PXPr<'ise the franchiSe than people at 
fr<,rn ninety up to one hundred, yet no 
out• p1·opos;•s to disfranchise thos<' peoplP. 
\Vhen you grow old f•veryon!' knows that you 
ITraduallv become corl'sc>rvative. I even feel 
~1vself, 3,t, tirnes, th~t I am getting eonserva~ 
ti\·e-(loud laughter)-a1:d I get alar~ned to 
think t.hat I am growmg ('OilSPrvatn:e. .l 
trv to kt'< p pare with the times. I thmk 1t 
is· to the youth of the country that we have 
t~ look for progres.'. and then we find them 
rc>ferred to-as the '' Courier " did the other 
day-as "flappers." .What. do the.y _really 
nwan? I had to look 1t up m the d1ctwnary 
to S<'l' what is really' meant, as I never: heard 
of the word before. Fancy referrmg to 
our young wompn as" fl'.'pp_ers "_J (Laughter.) 
It is an insult to the1r mtelhgence, and I 
hope they will take notice of that. Those 
" flappers," as they are called, are fit to bo 
mothers. The law does not stop them from 
becoming mothers. The hon, member ma~e 
r<'fl'rencC\ t.o the law. Why does not he stuuy 
'' Knibbs." Jf he di-d that. he would be 
bPtter informed and he would know some
thing about th~ country we ar.e living in. 
He would know that the thn·d greatest 
marriage age is ,below the !'-ge of twenty
one. Hon. members oppos1te talk about 
building up a great nation; that they wanl 
to increase the population. They should e!1~ 
courage early m~rriages, and !hen the.y w1H 
get the populatiOn. I take 1t that If we 
give the franchise to men and women of 
eighteen y!'ars of age, it will follow:, as a 
matter of tourse, that other m,atters m con· 
nection with the law will have to be altered. 
I am one of those who has ahvays believed 
that we should make it easy for a man to get 
on the roll, and make it very hard _for him 
to be knocked off the roll. There IS not a 
great number in my electorate who are not 
on the roll, judging by the figures at the last 
election, because I represent an intelligen~ 
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eleetoratP. (Hear, hear!) '1'he more young 
men there are on the rolls. the better will 
it he for a.!! progressive mim. I hope that 
this Bill will not meet the fate in another 
Chamber that was meted out to a Bill which 
we pascled here to extend the franchise to 
soldiers over eighteen years of age. I hope 
tha> this Bill will be passed through both 
Chambers. It does not worry me in the 
least what other countries of the world have 
done. . I am not concerne<!- with what they 
<t~e do!ng. Just a short time ago we were 
d1scussmg another Bill which mav b<' in 
etdvancr· of what is being dmw In other 
countrw, of the w0rld but I am onlv con· 
<:e•rned with what we ~re doing her<'.· As l 
said on more than one occasion~ WP blam th" 
t,l_:'!J~k. ~y-e h!! ".T~~ bl!!.ZC'd th~ t:i_•u_,;:~k in_ .iJ:j_U,iiY" 

direction~. and let us keep on blazing th~· 
track v·h1ch letlds to progrP,s. 

{~on:n~MF;c;T :MEMBERS: Hear, ht·Rr! 

Mr. GRAYSON (C·un,qingham): :-!ilK'<' J 
have been a _member of this HcmsP, I havP 
o,lways br";,n m favour of a free and libPral 
franchis.<'. On~ of the first measure~ I ,,U)J 
parted m Parhament was onP pr<n iding for 
nn<:> adult one vote. It ha~ hP<'ll ><tated bv 
ho;n. II_l<>mber~; oppositP that no m<•mlH'r oit 
th1s s1de voted for dw prin<'i plc• of otw 
,.dult one vote. 

!\fr. \VHTTFORD: The l<>ad,•r of tlH' Oppn>i
tion did not. 

Mr. GRAY BOX: 1 dD not know how till' 
l~ader of thl' Oppo:;ition voted on that oooa
swn, but I know·how I ,-otod. I httve alwavR 
been in favom· of c•vorv n.a]p and PVP;'\' 
f(lmale. at t!'e age of tweitty-one years lwing 
g1 ven the nght to exercise the franehise. In 
a Statf' lik!' Que!'nsland every opportunity 
~hould be g1vpn to enable peoplt> to Pxerci~P 
t.h!' frnn<'hisc> at election time, and no pffort 
should he spared bv the GovernmPnt in tht• 
"ay of ir;str!'cting ·returning· offi<'<'''~ in thP 
country d1stncts to s<>e thRt en•rv malt• and 
female is enroll<'d 011 the elect01:al rolls for 
Queens] and. Therp is one cl auol' tlu.t I 
wunlc~ like to see inserted in the Bill. and 
that ts a clause to compel people tu PXP!'<'i"" 
tlw contingent vote when tlwre art> morp 
than two eandidates. 'ThP contin"'cnt votP 
is not effPctiYe unless it is mad•~ eompul
Rory, and I am surprised that the :Ministf•r 
in d1argP of this Bill did not introduee a. 
dausc of that nature. I han• had au ""
periene<' of an Pl<'dion wherl' then" \H'r<' thrPt' 
candi~latPs, and out of nearly 700 eontingPnt 
voh•r:-- o11!y 400 exPrei:.:;ed tht• enuting·put 
VOtf". enJpy thOSf~ f'ii'CUTilt'tall<'l'~. \\.(-' (lo not 

gnt a fair and truP f'XJ)l'P"~ion of thP wi !1 
·Of tlw l'<'OJII<•, and the o11lv wa\ lo mak0 th<' 
cnntingeut votP pffp('th e~ i:-:. · tn Jnakt' it 
COTH}lUl:-;.ory. rfherc i~ abt:'olnt.p]y 110 l't'W:30Jl 

fqt' al1owing ehi]dn•n of thP .agP. of {·igbt('+'n 
ypars to b<' enrolled mt thP rnlls of thP 
Bte.tf' a!lll a.llowP<l to Yot<'. 

. Hon .• J .. LARCO~IBE: \Yhy do ! ou <'Olll]JPl 

tnPrn ilt l'IghtePn yearg of ag-f' to ..,houl(l.Pr 
a rifiP in defencP 'of tht> <'om;T>-y ': That "' 
in the Ikfence Aet. · 

Jl.1r. GRAYSOX: TherP is Ho eompari;,nu 
whuh~v0r. ThC' C'orrect ago at 1vhich a 
perRon should be allowed -to ,. xr-reis(' tlw 
franehise i" twenty-one years. 

GOVERN:IfEXT ME~IBERS: \Vhy' Gin• 'lOnt<: 

l!'eaFon. 

Mr. GRAYSO~: f do not think the 
lowering of tlw age to <>ighteNl }·ears will 
h<'nefit the Mini,terial party mw wt.a. 

A Govnr-omc;r :\1E~IBER : Tlwn why oppo~e 
it? 

:Ylr. GR .\ YSOX: T oppo~e it t·ntirPl> on 
priiwiple. 

2\1r. \VH!TFOH!l: You at'(' OlJl"'~ed to any
t·hin~ dPmoeratie. 

2\lr. URAYSO::\: 1 have supported more 
denlO('l~ltie InPa'-:ure.s. than any n1an ~itting 
in thi;; How<e. I have always supported 
m<'a>UJ'b that would assist t.he working class 
in Q.uePH,land. I have been a worker all 
lHY lifetirn~. and 111y syrnpathiPf"> arP entirely 
with trwt. el""'· I listenPd verv e<l.rPfullv to 
th<' 'JlN•eh dPliwrod by tlw 'Minister who 
introdut·ed thi~. Bill, and I must 'ay that 
lw explaint•{l its proyisiom yery thm:oughly, 
hut tlw hon. gPntleman d1d not. gn·e any 
Yalid rca>o!l ,.;:h, the ag•• limit should be 
tPduct\d to eightf'en ~ (\ar:-,. V\.,. P all know 
that ehildr('!l of eighteen vears of age hav;
not had time to 'study itoliti<'al economy. 
Indeed, thf'v are often at school m· colleg0 
at that' ag .. : Right throughout thP- Common· 
w<'alth tlw ag£' limit i~ fixt'd Rt twenty-ono 
years. and I <'On tend that twenty-one ypar. 
i:-: a fair and rPa .. onablt:- a.gP rat 1vhich any 
pen;on should he allowc•d to Pxercise th;, 
franehisP. Tlw clause <'XtNtding thP polling 
hour;; up till 8 o'C'loek to bring that provi
Rton into ]in<• wit.h th<> ('ommmrwealth 
PlPetoral law is ePrtainly a good one. In 
the CunninghRm c•lectoratP during the last 
Plection :;,•yPral ele<'tors thought the poll 
did not clos0 nnr.il 8 o' c·lock -and thev werE' 
i.herpby disfranchised. 1 eertainly a'pprove 
of that prm·ision. and I think thP Common
wPalth and State electoral laws should bP 
a>similatecl as much as possiblE'. I do not 

wi,.;h to takf' up much tinw on 
[7.30 p.m.l thi' Bill. but I simply wish to 

>av that I hop<' beforP the Bill 
passp,.; thP :.\Ii'nister in clutrge will introduc<' 
a clause to n1ak(• th(' (•ontinp:Pnt votP rom
pnlsor~·· 

:Mr. IlAHTLEY: Y"u would like• ii. \Youldn't, 
}~ou 7 

:.\Ir. GlL\YSOX: I woul<l lik<' it. 
~fr. \\'HITFORn: For tlH' hPIH'fii- of thP 

::s'atio11<11 party. 

:.\lr. CRA Yf\0::\: T ,t]o not St'<' th"t it. is 
in t' a your of onP party n1ore than anothPr. 

)fr. HAnTI,EY: Xot a \Walt-hy part~· likr• 
rlw :'iiational party. \\hn ('onld put np a 
dnnuny eandidatP ·: 

:\h. URAYSO~: Hon. m<>mber' «itting 
on tlw otht·r sidt• elaim to lw democrati<'. 
and \'C•t tlt<'V will not make it compulsory fol' 
('Yf\r~T 1nau 'to uc.;P thi.-; yoh· -at (•l('etion tin1e. 

2\lr, ELPHI::\~'l'Ol\i'E : Thu hon. member 
for Bo•·1 <m from his remarks would .seem to 
fon•,hadow his retirE>ml'nt from pohtics, on 
uccount of hi~ becoming too conservative 
in hi, ol{l ao:<'. and hl'lieves in thf' young 
1nan ndinp;: iflnd I an1 Yf'YY sorry hf'
has f'onw to that eonclusion, because I. 
for onP. shall rrlwaw be dPlighted to listen 
to him, Ol'{'atlH' altliough I diffPr very much 
from his train of thought. :vet we arp r.on
viuep.d of OHP thing-that he is sincere in 
what lw says. and, therefore, h'' ':'ill always 
rPcPh,, thP appretiation of this s1de of the 
Hou,;p, {HPar. h<·ar !) I listened to the 
arg-nm~~nt~ ~uh·aucf'd h;.T the Ministe-r foe 

Mr. Elphinstom.] 
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... -\gricultnrl' in introJueing this n1ea~ure, and 
I ha H' listPill'd to the argurrients which th<• 
lion. rn<>mbel' for Bowen has advanced as to 
why thP voting age should be reduced from 
t.w<>nty-one to Pighteen. I purpose dealing 
with snrnl' of those arguments in tlm few 
moments at rr:y disposal. In thP first plae<', 
tlw argumPnt i;; advanced that if we permit 
llH'll to g-o and light for us at the age of 
PightPt?ll, th(•u ePrtainly the ago for voting 
should b<• r<'ducl'd to eightPPll. I <·annat 
follow that argurrwnt at all. I admit that 
if IL nlan is <"alled upon to should<'l' a rifle 
and go and fight for his country aeross thP 
~Pas. h<' i~ certain]v entitled to vote for 
that <'Ountrv, but I Z.annot see bv 'vhat rPaw 
~oning- that argtnnent ean be t~xte·ndPd to· 
>how that a man who ,;tav<•d at home should 
(•njoy .-:iruilar privilPgPs. ~ 

:\11-. vVmTFORil: HnpJ""" th<·ir mothPrs 
'' ('n' dPIH'ndent on thPnl. 

:Vfr. EL1'HI::\HTO;\IE: If the rnt'ans whieh 
WPre prOJIOSPd by this side of the Hon:'", 
and ''upportt>d by many hon. rrv•mb<'rs oppo
,-it<'. had lwPn adoptPd for eonduding thP 
gn•at \Var through which \\'(' have pa:;:st~U, 
thP only hnsinPsslikl' way of ('ondueting it. 
t ht>J'P would have bPnn no rwep::rsitv for bo1 s 
of PightPpn to be> eallPd upon to shoulder. a 
rifl... l would like also to sav that the men 
who \Wnt to thP other sid<> 'at the agP of 
<•tghtPPn havl' h<•Pn broadPned in mind, and 
that to "'"h an ext<'nt that thPv an• l'eallv 
nnwh old('I' than thQir v0ars_:_a do<'triliP 
whid1 ha- bec•n acknowlPdgPd and admitted 
by the hon. mPmbPJ' for Logan. Further, 
th0y ar<· Hot t>ightPPll at the JlresPnt n1onlent, 
and tlwy will not be Pightl'<'ll when tlw A<·t 
('Onu•s iuto forcp, if it t'VPl' dot'~. 'l'hp ... ,· 
probably will lH• up to full matul'l' ag<• ,j£ 
t.wPnty-our-. 

AIHHhel' point tlw hon. uwrnlwr for Bow<>n 
has raispd is that, "'Ping that boys of 
t•ightel'n an• adrnitted to Pnjo:v the sanu• 
wages aR rn<~n of ntaturP vears under thP 
.J,.l'bitration C'onl't awards, ·they should hP 
ttl!owl'd similar )ll'ivileges · in l'egard to thP 
franr:hisc. In my opinion, that i~ trying 
to make two wrongs a right. I think 
that, o1w of t!IC' great causr' of discontent 
with tlw Arbitl'ation Court is the fact that 
a man, pel'haps of t~1irty years of age, with 
11 wlfp and three dnldrPn, is <'alled upon to 
t'X i~t. on the san1u \V ago as a boy of eighh~en. 
a1!d whilP that ~tate of affairs <'xist". so long 
w1ll we have d1seontent on the part of the 
man who is performing his natural functiom;, 
and has the responsibility of a wife and 
thre<' childrPn. I was glad to notieP in th<• 
seheduk of thP C"110mploved WorkPrs Bill a 
diffel'Pntiation betwPen the man who ha'" 
dep<mdents and the man who has not ; hut 
that is a distinction which has not vPt 
hP<'ll acknowh>dg·ed in the Arbitration Cmirt. 
:'lo that, in my opinion, the argument that. 
b(•cansP a boy Pnjoys the same wage a~ a 
ntan of thirty with a. wifP and r·hildl'en, h<' 
~hould Pnjoy the sanH' franehist•, is au- <'ll
dPavom· to rn·oyp that t\Yo wrongs make a 
rig-ht. 

The hon. mcmb<n- for Bowen ha; ulso r••
f,.rr<><l to •·arly marriag'''· He has advanced 
~tatist.ic.;; to ;-;hovy that there ar('), rrutnv 
~na.rriag(·~ of p0r~ons under the age ~f 
t 'n·nty-mw years. I have yet to understand 
allt! appr<•t·iate that marriages effected at 
sueh young ages arP an advantage to the 
euuutry. In n1y opinion, nlarriages at tm
matnrP ag-Ps an• distinctly d.etrimental. 

[Mr. Rlphin.~tcme. 

TLe· hon. IllPrnber for Bowen ha~ L>th,o 
atlvan<'<•tl th•' argurr:Pnt that if a boy is 
""o1·king at fonrte<m years of agn and up
wards, lw should be allowed to enjoy the 
hanl'hi"• at a mueh earlier age. I think 
ht• would be 011 mueh safer ground if he 
a rgned that, bo~·s ought not to be ea lied 
li)Jt•ll to work at fourteen, that tho ag'' of 
Pdueation !-~honlcl be carried to Hixt-Peu i:n
.stread of foul'tPPn, and that the immaturll 
yPars of tbP ('-orning· gpnerations should bn 
>•punt i u •·<hH'atiou, and not in attempting" 
ro study prohll'm~ which th0i1· powcl'' of 
('OHlJH'(•hr-u~ion do not pennit thenr H) 
11nrlpr~tand. 

1'1Jp iJOIL nwrnb(\l' for Bowen. in whu~e 
nrgunrr•nts I was very n1uch intere;;tsd. ha..;; 
also l'<'fPnPd to there being many outstand
ing PXCt\ptions-exanrples in the 'vorld's his
tory of ymmp; m<'n who han• been what ,;<m 
might, call pillars of intelligence'. Tht're is 
IJo qu<•stion that that is so, but this Bill is 
not nrPant to give vote·~ to those exception~~ 
Tht· Bill i~ nrPant to gi-n_~ vote~' to the nrassl-~,.. 
and l \nJUid ask the hou. member, if h<' 
want,< to stndv the othc·r ,ide of the qlWS
tiou, to walk ~lown Queen str<'Pt or the main 
:-o.tn•r•t:4 uf anv of our citie-~ at thi:; hour or 
an hom· or H\'o later. and sPe what the' youth 
of €•ig-htPPH is doing in the street· ... in ord~r 
that lw mttv ascertain whether he j, fit to 
('Xt>Tei~~~ t lu_: vote for the conduct of this 
< <mntn. Please unden;tand that I am not 
att<'ml;tinp; to bPlittle youth. I J.ayp. a boy 
Pig-htl)Pn yt:1 ;H:s of age, and I would CPrtainly 
not <'lHl( ,axonr to trust hin1 or ~uggl•St tru".t
inu: hin1 ·with a votP in thP <'ountry's affairB. 
I want hirn to spPnd hi~ young years in odu
c·at if.liJ. in following son1e intpllectual p~r
~uit:-.. YatlH)l' than endeavouring to unra-v:el 
thP mysteri"' of politics such as arc indulg<:>d 
in in this :'.'tatP at the pre'><<'nt moment. Just 
j1nagine a boy of eighteen trying to undQr
'tand tlw dPhatPs which take' place iu this 
IT oUH'. Rn<! asking- him to take the wht'l~t 
from th<o <'haff ! It would he R problem that 
\vould takP nwn four tiult!R the yPar!" of 
Pightut•u to undr·rstand, without asking a 
boy of "'" immature years to r·ompl'ehend 
what, is PndPaYoured to he donl'. I \Yant to 
poim out. too, that it sPems extraordinary 
that you <UP gojng to pqt thP l'Qsponsibilit.y 
of tnaking th(' laws of this country npcn 
lJqy:-;. of t'ightPP:l years, whPrea", in the l\Y~f'tt 
,,f tlw law, hl' is irrt"pon~iblc until he is 
rhrPP yPar" older. It is an ineongruous posi
t ion: .... -on iiTP endPavouring to put the- tart 
l•efOl'c' th<• hll'~e. 

1 want to af'k hon. ntPlnhnr::; oppo:":lite to 
<·atTY thPir minds bad: to what has been the 
uwi;:l eau~P of our industrial trouble during 
th<' last v<·ar Ol' two. Those who studied 
tlw report>< of the strike which took plac<' 
in ('barters Tower~. when th<" PrPmier's 
poli<"t>l!Wll wl'r<! held up by thP railway nwn 
of tlw :Vfinioh•r for Railwavs. will know that 
it wa, -tatP<l that it was the· vouth of Chal'
ters Tow<'r' who werP at tl1e root of the 
trouble'. Dot•s it not show that it is the 
ll'l'l'i\]Jonsibk who is the great cau~l' of our 
industrial unrest to-day·~ Again, as I am 
n'minded. who were those who were pros.e
t·utPd for brPaking· into Rooney's and Shaw's 
shops at TownsYill<' during that time? \V"l'<' 
tht·y not boys of irnn1ature :years? 

Govi:R~O!F.;>;T :YIF.MBER~: :::-.Jo, no! 

:Vh. ELPHJ;'\STONE: ::Yiv recollec·tion i~ 
that it, was '0. Dops it not" show that boys 
uf that a:.rtt arr- irrP~ponsib}e? Do not for 
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one monwnt think that I want to depreciate 
youth. I think that we should rely on th!' 
youth of our race more than on any other 
section for the advancement of this countrv, 
but do not throw responsibilities on the 
shoulder~ of youth b<>fore they are prepared 
to take It. Let them spend their tender and 
immaturP years in intellectual pursuits and 
in le<:ming trades and professions before 
t~rustmg upon them .ill:a.t~imonial responsibili
nes and the r<>••ponsibihtws of the franchise. 

Now. l would like to deal for a few 
monwnt~ with the question of the cleansin.r 
of the rolls, and it is regrettable that th~ 
Minister in charge of the Bill is not in the 
·House, because it is a matter on which we 
n.ight get some information. He very 
lrankl.y gavC' me a n·ply to a question 
ngardmg thP statn of the rolls in Queens
land. He gave us figures which at first si.rht 
are somewhat startling. ThPrc we-re sm~lc
rhing lik<' 50,000 names on Le rolls at the 
last Plection in excess of the adult popula
tion of Queensland. I do not takP alarm at 
rh?•'e figures on studying them, because I 
thmk that 40,000 Df them WPl'<' reasonably 
accouutecl for as he accounted for thrm
t hat is, if we make due alloVI ance for the 
fact that there were· probably that numbPr 
of m1r rnf'n. acro:'S the sea,;.· Therefore, it 
rnakes the d1spar1ty appear ,-erv nnlC'h ·wor.s0 
than it actually is, and reduces tpe number 
to f-0,000, but even that disparity is sufficiently 
,;c·nou,;. If rherP were 10.000 names on the 
rolls ut thE' last <'lection in <•xcess of thP 
adult population, that is a vcrv serious 
mattE'r. I_ took t~w troub_IP to-Llay to go very 
cm·efull~- mto thr,; questwn, and I hac! the 
opportunity for a conversation with our 
Principal Electoral Officer. l was n•rv euti,;. 
fic:·d indeed with that conversatiori. lie 
showed me that the svstPm he has intrnclnc<'d 
is going to help in· t1w purification of the 
roll$. 

~Ir. \YHITFORD: Did you sqnar<' him? 

1h. .ELPIII:\'S'l'OXE: :\'o. l di<! not 
square him. I firHl rhut whL•!l <me c;oe' 
frankly and openly to a Gon'rnmf'nt offi<'er 
and asks for information that ],., i,; Pntitlf'd 
to get, he usually rf'cPives that infm·mation. 
In that conyersation I foun<l our o11e or two 
things to which I purpose calling thP atten
tion of tlw llouH'. A,; f,u a_, I ImdP!'-·•tood 
the officP''. rlwr<• arp u1tl v 2 000 JH1lllt'~ mt 
the rolls in QuePn,land t<;·da~- in excPRS of 
the adnlr population. HP inf,",r,ncd mp that 
this is account ... blP for ln· tlw f'lct that there 
are a ('l'rtain lnunlwr of dunli('ation::-:. whif'h 
the offi<'t'I'S cannot rracP, but, whidt h;, h01ws 
1'0 be able to trueo at no distant date. 'l'h,• 
'o stem of records was explained to nw, and 
a weakness w"s appal'<'nt in that wlwn vou 
tnnwd up the name of ''.John Smith" ~·ou 
;·;ould probably find -"ome hundr<·ds of e;;~rds 
IPariGg that name. How is it poSKible for 
he eledoral registrar to f1nd out the John 
imith who is the purti<·ular (•lPctor? Tlw 
1ddr~sH of Hw Plector is givPn, and that 
ic!rm~ts of the names being dis>Pcted to a 
t••rtam extent. Fnd<:'r the old svstem thP 
ca·d also asked for the age of tlic Plector. 
l uuderstand that now that information is 
t!<t insistPd upon. I should likP to knov~ 
wlv, becausP it aBsists rho electoral 
offi.er in diss0cting the nan1es. I~ "ubn1it 
to h" 1IinistPr that Iw should conoider that 
poi1t, heeanse I think all of us will admit 
tha~ 011 the purification of tl10 TOlls tho 
sutifaetor,,· result of thP (•]pction' largely 
<Jepm<lB. I ,;hould also likP to wgge"t that 

with a. vi<'W in purifying the rolls th<' 
rPgistra1·s of Illarriagcs should be required to 
rwtify the Principal Electoral Officer of all 
rhe marriug·es which take plac<' in the several 
< leetorates. It will then be a simple thing 
ro n'move from t!IP rolls the names of ali 
rhosP single women whose maniages have 
bL'en l'Pgistered. I' think hon. members will 
aLlmit that if it was incumbent upon the 
Hegi,;trar to notify the Principal Ele-ctoral 
OffrePY of tlH' nanw of each woman \Vho entPr~ 
the matrimonial state on <1 certain date, and 
?eliwrui6hes her maiden name and takc,
another, that would materiallv '"sist tlw 
officer•; to keep the rolls clean.' 

I am now going to touch on the much
v..-xPd qm·stion of the remoYal of names from 
th" rolL Tlw { 'ommonwcalth svt.tem is that 
if a Jnan l<'ave~ his place of (lhode. hi~, 
mmH' i" irmm cliawly struck off tlw roll, and 
it i:-- incu1nhPnt upon that n1un to seek rP· 
Pntry upon tll<' roll at the Jirsr opportunity. 
If ht• rlO('" not ::;pek re-entry. lv., i~ liable tcj 
]n'w"e('ution, and :·mch prosP('Utions arn 
eaniNl out. dw objPet hPing that when an 
p]P<·tor leaves a particular ekdoral dish·it·t 
he slwuld be <'Olllp<'lled to get hi;;. 11amc in
"iPl'tt>d on a11otlwr roll as soon a:-. pc :;siblP. 
Thi:-. a·"·~ish:.. thP Plt•<•toral offic(_•rs 1~o ln•ep tho 
rolb dean and purl'. I cannot tlnd that an~' 
pxc·c•ption has lwen taken to that systern. 
Th<· fttatp ~v::::h~n1 it>1 different. There is no 
att<·lnpt madP to rentoYe a rnan\., nante fl·orn 
thP roll if lw changes his plaeP uf abodP. 
Alrhoug·h thl' departnwnt havf' th<' P.OWPJ' 
to pro~PClltP a 1nan wi1o doe,.;; not enrol for 
hi:--: JHOl)Pl' di::-tri('t. ~n:•t thf.'y JJf'rulit a n1an 
to rPmain ou tlw t>h'ctoral roll after hP 
l1ao n'lllOYNl from tlw clistrid for which lw 
j.._ <'llrolh•d to anothPr district. Tlwy pPrsi~t 
in tl"' attPmpt- I do net '"" rmrposel;~ 
to kP<'Jl the rolls inJ]llH<'. If tlwy adopte<l 
thP :;v-;-;tent that i~ in Yoguo in thP {~ornrnon
wealth, that \Yould a"iot t.lwm VN.Y 
HHlt<'l'iallv in thP purjfH·ati.ou of thP roll~. 
Tlw n'C<"tlt An~tralian Labour Conf0r<ence at' 
·whi('h the PreruiPr and thf' TrPa::-.urer wcrt• 
lll'P:-<<'nL pa~:'ed a l'{' "olution, v~ hich 1 pre;3unH'> 
··will nu~an anoth~~r nlank in the Lahoui~ 
,,arty's platform. to the eff<>ct that the Com
;uon~·.,alth rolL. ,,hould be the ha,is for all 
t•!Petiom, StatP and Commonwealth. I 
t'>ink "'"h an arran~rement will bC' an 
'tlYantage ~cventl roll~ m~ans a duplif>ation 
,.f Pnl'olm<'nt and a dupl ieation of officer,;, 
;:ud that ~hould lw avoi-ded. I suggest to the 
~ linist<'r that lh: ,-lwuld keep this matter in 
!ninJ. Hi.s o•vu Prernif!r and 1_"'~reasurer 
ha,.,, indicated tl•at •ooner or later the State 
roll. must be brought into line with thP 
C'ommonwPalth roll,:, so as to remove the 
,!uplieutiou w·nich exist,; at the presC'nt 
IU01110llt. 

Xow, I will tmwh on a qm•:-;tion whif'h 
T think !ton. ruPmhNs opposite must admit 
{'J'iPs for iuunediatt•. attention. They havC' 
ah;ay' propounded the doPtrinP that one 
man "hould haY<' one Yote. 

Hon. J. LARCmiBE: That i~ another Act 
n!rog<'tll0l'. 

~Ir. ELPHI:\'STOXE: Well, I will makP 
tltc' "ugg<'stion that the earliest opportunity 
should be taken ro rectify the posir.ion 
which Pxists to-day. I'Ve haYP -all rome tn 
rlw orw conelusion--whdher W<' are old con
s('l'¥atin's such as t·lw hon. member fm· 
Bo\Vf'Il dP~<~rilw<l llll'lnh<~r~ on tbi~ sidP l)f 

tlv IIouee. nr tlw \'Otmg blood whif'h i, 
in eYidc"}nel' oppo~ir.f>, thoup:h sOillP Hr(:... 
S!.·,~tting g-rP_vhPlHlf·d wP haY(' all eonH"\ tc-" 

Mr. Elphinstone.J 
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the conclusion that we must acePpt the 
<me-man-one-vote prineiplf'. If that prin
ciple is carried out to its logical conclusion. 
it me<1ns that each Yote ,;hould have <>qual 
power in thiR House. \Vhat is the use of a om>
man-one-vote principle unless that vote help, 
to put into this Chamber equal representa· 
tion to make laws for the people. If that 
is admitted to be a fair deduction. as I 

. think it must be, see how the whole thing i~ 
nullified by the fact that a gentleman 
occupying a front seat opposite represents 
1,800 electors, while one gentleman on the 
front bench on the Opposition ,ide of the 
House ropres<mts some 12,000 Plect.ors. H 
means that the hon. member for Gl1il!agoP 
<:>arries six votes to one bv the hon. 1:tlt.:n1-

ber for Bulimba. ' 

Hon. J. LARCO~IBE: 'rhat. is only ' tem
porary circumstance. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: It is not so i:empt:>
rary as the hon. member opposite would 
make us think. He has had the machinery 
in his power to altet• this at any moment. 
Ther'l is no need to pass any amending law; 
be can rectify it as soon as he has a mind 
to. When I say that. of course, I refer to 
the office-bearer. I ·do not refer to him 
personally, because he has not had an oppor· 
tunity of showing what his intentions an: in 
this regard. But I do submit it is humbug 
and hypocrisy to talk about "one man om• 
Yote" when we have exempll'fications of 
one man exercising six votes as against the 
other man's one. Surely the Gov~rnment 
f'an set about. removing t·his anom;ily which 
is creating on much discontent ! Lc•t them 
remove from their mind, if they possibly 
ean, the suggestion that the Opposition is 
going to get some advantag" or disadvantage 
from it. Let them look at it from a fair 
point of view, and ask themselves whether 
a voter in Chillagoe should have six votes, 
to one vote by the man in Bulimba. It is 
not fair, and it is not just. Let membi)rs 
opposite who stand for the democratic rights 
of the peoplP. for the " one-man-one-vote" 
principle, show by their actions that they 
mean what they say, and redistribute th~sP 
seats on the lines I sugg<•st. I do nut pu!'
pos<" taking up tho time of the House mueh 
further. 

GOVERCS"MECS"T :Mr;;;rBERS: HPar, hear! 

li.'Ir. ELPHINSTONE: I have something 
']se to do-that is the only reason. Other
wise I would go my full time. I think the 
M in i>tcr who is in charge of this Bill. when 
he introduced it, spoilt his case from the 
inception, becausP he started out with an 
apology. He ;mid although it was propos{ld 
to give theoe boy' and girls at eighteen a 
votP, th<>y probably would not ex!'rcise it 
until they were twenty-one-undermining the 
very prin~iple they have attempted tu e"tab
lish as being the reason why they are bring
ing this Bill in. I C'an only rea<l into it 
that inevitable writing on the wall. which 
i·; causing three, four, or fivP hon. gentlemen 
opposite to find new places in which to rest 
~heir weary heads. I can seP that they rpcognis<.' 
in the younger generation, in eightePn-year
oldQrs--those who attach more importance 
t,, the qu09tion of shorter hours and grPatpr 
wages than they do to the problems which 
older men are 11t and ha ye sufficient experi · 
ence to tackle-I can only s"e that they look 
upon that younger and more inexperienced 
class of Yoters to give thf'rln that ne-'.V 
lea.se of life which thPy know the more 

[Mr. Elpht'nstone. 
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experienced and intelligent mass of the 
population are not pn~pared to ~iYe at the 
jJl'P'q:~nt rnom('nt. 

li.Ir. BRENNAN (Toowoomba): It is very 
interesting to hear the discussion by members 
0 f the Opposition. I would like to know 
hew it came about that the age of twenty-one 
should be a fixed age whereby a person's 
intel!ectt1al capacity should be s~ch as to 
enable him to _,xercise the franchise. After 
all is said and done, it is purely a legal 
£lction, brought about by, the old barons
not the beef barons-of England; men who 
fixed the age for those they wished to have 
a vote. It was not twenty-on<;: years of age, 
it was at the expiration of the twenty-fir~t 
vear. That is 1o say, nobody had a vote untll 
he was really twenty-two years of age. That 
was the earlv fiction which later became 
confined to th" lwenty-first birthday. There 
ie no reason why that should not b~ reduced. 
A number or the States in Amerwa confer 
the franchise at eighteen years of age. I do 
not see why this party shoujd not f?l!ow such 
a linG in treating the eommg br.ams of t~o 
State of Que~nsland. We fi?d ~n all chil
dren's legislation that the child IS protected 
up to the age of seventeen years. '!'he Or
r hanages Act of 1879, the Industnal and 
Reformatorv Schools Acts, 1865 to 1906, 
the Guardianship and Custod.y of Infants 
Act of 1891, Children's Protectw~ Act, 1896, 
the Juvenile Smoking· SuppressiOn Act of 
1905, and the Firearms Act of 1905 all pro
tect the child up to fourteen ye~rs of age. 
In some case,; they have a speClal. P'lna_lty 
up to the age of seventeen, thPreby mferrmg 
that at seventeen the child is w.;ll able to 
look after itself. \Ve know v<'ry :veil that 
the parents' right to take a. c~uld aft!'r 
fifteen or sixteen years of agf.) IS m ~he dis
cretion of the child's feelings !·egardmg t.he 
parent. ,Judge.> will not even mterfere with 
thr child's wish"s in that respect. They say 
when the child is over fifteen years of ag:e 
it should de<'fde for itself w_hic)-1 pa~ent It 
is going to follow. That prm~Iple IS only 
brought about by the fact that ]udg:es reco.g
nise that the child is able to 'lxermse a dis
cretion at that age as to its own future w.el
fare. , Furthermore, we find t.hat .schola:·ships 
and junior aud senior exammatwns for the 
l:niversitv go to show that up to the age C?f 
e 1ghte"n he is a child, and. a~ that ~ge he IS 
a child no longer. The:y finrsh their ~duca
non about the age of eighteen. J?:av~ng to 
1 ass such a stiff and severe examm!!twn. as 
tlw senior examination for th~ _Unlv~rsity, 
should be sufficient that the child >VIII be 
able to exercise an intelligent vote. The 
samP argument was used wh(ln "it came tc 
the adult franchise, that fem'ales shoul~ 
rot have a vote. \Ye find the same a:·gumen; 
1.revailing at the time of the Marned Wo
men's Property Act. It was contend<>d th<t 
noarried women would not know what ,o 
do with th<ir properto-. The who!~ of t1e 
laws are based on that one clam; .. tla.t 
ur to a cPrtain time, an_d, wit!;. certam urll
v;duals, the whole deCISIOn IS to. ~e B~t 
to them entirely. I think the Mmister Is 
doing right to. make it i_n~u;nbent on the 
child to appreciate responsibility as earl: as 
possible, not at the age. of ~wenty-one, but 
at the age of eighteen. A ch1ld can. talc up 
land at the ag!J of eighteen; he _Is mt a 
child, but a man. At the age of eight,en .a 
person will be called an a.dult after this 
Bill becomes an Act. I thmk. the are. at 
which a child should have the right to thmk 
for himsBlf should be eight~en. They hould 
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be entitled to make a will at that age. We 
know the child is going to be encouraged 
by ha>ing the franchise, and we will get the 
best out of him in his f)arlier years. I trust 
ihE Bill will be passed. 

::\llr. JAMES (Logan): I rise to support 
.the second reading of this Bill, perhaps not 
with as much enthusiasm as I would the 
'<'coud reading of a Bill to further eradi
. ate prickly·pear or other matters like that .. -
behwse I considE'r Bills of this cart, whil,, 
trying to arrive at a tnw priuciple, er<>ak 
uJUlly no great <lifferenc·e in the affairs of 
ti1e State as the result of their )HlSKing. 1. 
Jo not think there will be " n•ry great 
difference in the state of parties in thi" 
House as the result of tlw passing of this 
Bill to re.:luee the votiug age from twenty
m!P years to eightPen years, because, as far 
a• I can se<', in all thP pn•vious '"<tensions 
uf tlw franchise w<' \my,• had. such as in 
,;iving a votP to won1Pl1-·--c'~tensionr; other 
'han thoB<' on a elass basis·--·there has been no 
<'hange at all in parti<>•. But, although 
!lot so Pnthusiastie in a pra<'tical way my
:<elf. I havP beE>n wondc>ring wmtlwhar at 
the very narrow-mindP<l. and. I might say. 
,>i\l·oted outlook on thP part of some mem· 
lx>rs of the Opposition who seem to think 
!hat theu• is some vital principle at stake. 
that we are getting at them in some way 
c>r taking up a wrong stand in demanding a 
vote for pPoplp of eighteen years of age. 
ThMe must he a limit wmewher0--whethe1' 
-lightly higher or lower mattc•t's very little--

but the attitude of the Opposition 
[8 p.rn.] is so extraordinary that it seems 

to me it is simply the Conserva
tive spirit which prevents them from giving 
anything away at any time in any shape or 
form. I think that is the basis on which 
the Opposition stand, the attitude they take 
·>ll all matters. Th!"re is one argument 
ag·ainst the passing of the second reading of 
this Bill which I mav statP hert\ --it is not 
so much against the principle as it may be 
considered a practical ohstacle·-that is, that 
it might in some way interfere with the co
,.r.dination of the State and Commonwealth 
''lectoral rolls by having a different age at 
which people haw the right to votn.. 1 think 
that one of our greatest problems at thE> 
present timE' is tht> recasting of our Statce 
1ncl Federal Constitutions, hN·ansP we find 
that almost every measure brought before 
the House is both a State and J<\,deral matte1·. 
and it is hard to sav wherp tltE' Sr;,te end' 
and the Federal begins. For instanc-e. in the 
och~me of unemployment insurance. our Sta.t~· 
inouranee office. banking, land taxation. in
·omt> taxation, and arbitmtion, and most 
problems with which we> arP faeed, there is a 
<·onf!ict betwpen the State> and Federal auto
, ities. and the co-ordination of the Consti
tcttion of the Commonwealth and the State 
must become one of the most vital question:.. 
and anything that will go towards prevent· 
ing the aecomplishment of that must be a 
drawback to some Pxtent. As far as I can 
o<t'e it will be impossible· to have a com. 
mon State and Federal roll, if the people 
\\ntitlcd to .-ott> in State t>lections are not so 
entitled in the cast> of the ComomnwE>alth. 
That is an objection, but it is not an objec
tion to prineiplE'. because, taking it from the 
theoretical standpoint, the method of pro
nxlure is not to leave the age as at present· 
m the State rolls, but to fix our age limit 
at a proper standard, a.nd then ask the 
b'ederal Government to conform to it. 
Although it might be eonsidered a pradicid 

ol>j<>ction. yet, a:; a matter of pure th<;or.:r, 
in fixing the age to vote at a proper hmit, 
Wt' are ·mer€'ly setting a lead to the other 
Btates and th<' Federal authorities. 

I was rather interested when the hon. mem
ber for Nundah referred to the capacity of 
people to give a well-reasoned and mature 
vote. I do not know when the age of 
maturitv is rPached. I do not think that any 
biologist ha~ yet fixed that period . 

:Yh. MORGA~ : Y on do not grow after you 
an• twPnty-one. (Laughter.) 

:Yk JA.ME:): \Ve do grow aftPr twenty
on('. I am far heavier to-day than I 
was elevPn years ago, but, if ther~ is any 
differ0nce I would say that old age 1s rathc;r 
inferior to youth in that capacity for ana]ysts 
which should he c:onducive to right votmg; 
othPrwise whv should WE' find that in the 
l."ppPr H~u"'·· whPrP "ome of our oldPr poli· 
ticians are aggregated, they always vote 
against the intPrPsts of th(· people ·r 

. GoYER~MEI>iT MEMBER~: Hear, hear : 
Mr. MORGA~: 1'hev have only got. v.isdom 

at that ap:e. · . 
Mr. JAME;,\: But it i,; not so much a. 

mattPr of wisdow, aftpr all. It is not the 
wisdonl of the> man at eighteen as opposed 
to the man of seventv. but the interest! of 
the man of eighteen as opposed to those of 
the man of sevc>ntv, which is the basis of too 
thing. It is the r;1atter of intPrest on which 
we 'vote. These parties arp not elected 
aceording to age. \V P <lo not find all th€ 
old people in the State voting for the oppo· 
site party. a.nd all the young people votmg 
for this party. but we d? fi_nd that all the 
big busine;;s nHm and eapltal.Ists vote _for t.he 
opposite partY. that eertaw farmmg lil·· 

tere>tk vote f(>r another section, and that 
cprtain industralists >Ott' for this party. 
Tlwre is IWthing to quarrel about in tha.t; 
but it "'tablisht>' the principle that Parlia
ment>< are eh,eted. not according to the wis
dom, hut according to the interest_s of the 
1,euplP who vott>. ·we have had It fi_rr;tlY 
established that as far as earning a lr':mg 
and manv of the most important functrons 
of life al:., concerned, the age of eightee~ is 
an ag<> of maturity. As to the legal disa
bilitie; of persons under twenty-one years of 
ap;P, I can simply say that the ol~ a?age 
fits tlw law very well-that the law rs b~md. 
::\ o doubt. tlw fixing of the age to vote a.t 
<oightePn will he the forerunner of the age 
of maturity in law being fixed at etghteen. 
In tlw .,lfoetorate of the hon. member for 
JYlurilla, I know a selector who was not much 
on•r· eightcPn. Thl' l.10n. me':lber1 by ?P
posing thP second readmg; of .this Bill, ":hich 
anH'nds scctron 9 of the Electrons .'\et, wishes 
to prevent that seleetor from ):mnng a s~y 
as to what ,,].all bo done to him by law In 
r·egard to his sPlection. . 

Mr. MoRGAX: ·why not make the age SIX· 
teen, bP<·a u~P therE' are se lectors ~ixtesn years 
of ag(• in my elt>ctorate? 

:Yfr. ,JA:~1ER: I think I saiJ a litth> while 
ago that I wa,; not particular to a y~ar 
or two onr way or the other. I Oppos1t10~ 
laughter.) I approve of the arg:ument of 
the hfm. rnembPr for Oxley that, mstead of 
a Young man of sixtt>t>n being forced to go 
unt and battle with l>rickly-pear, h0 should 
be ;-till goi~g to school at that .age. But we 
kuow that m many walks of lrfe,. the great 
majoritv of voung· men, except those who 
are clp\·er or fortunate enough to be able 
to attend thf' l'niversity, at the age of 
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t\ighH\Pn art> branching out and earning their 
living, and fighting th!' battl0 of life. The 
voting of the people of the Htate do<>s not 
takp plaee on lines of dearage according to 
agP, but aeeorlling to interests, and we m.ust 
maintain the 11rineiple that every interest in 
r.!w Stat0 shall be represented to its full 
capaeity. It makes very little difference to 
the pri1wiple that, as hon. members oppositP 
know full well, men of w mature age have 
gem•rally larger property interests tha,n in 
early youth. They know that m&ny young 
p<•ople nf comparatively well-to-do parents 
art• out earning their own living at tho age 
of eightePn, and working for employers who 
have tlw right to dismiss them· if they think 
fit, and voting according to their interests, 
but. that later on in life they, too, if they 
have brains a,nd initi&tivP, may accumulate 
wealth, and vot<~ differentlv. Hon. members 
opposite wiBh to keep disfranchised citizons 
~'hO$(' intPresrs are opposed to theirs, and 
whos<' vott•s they do not g<>t. 

}!r. vVARREK: ThC':y were saying that a long 
while before you were born. 

Mr .. JAMBS: That argumPnt of the hon. 
m ·rnber for }lurrumba is onP that returns to 
~1i1n \\ ith boonwrang f'ffeet, be(• a use tht~ hon. 
ttH'lllhf'r for OxiPv admitted that in tho 
\YorkPr~' ( :oinpen~atiou Act a. certain prin
C'ipl<\ p::-;tablishPJ by usage, wa~ ng-ht, but 
!w dPuiPd th<" ,arne prinl'iple under the 
l'rwmployed \YorkPrs Bill because it was 
nt'\Y. lion. lll(•rnbPr.s opposite are tho::;e 
!.{nilty of rPpeating the ~arne old platiturlf':": 
from one vt>ar's end to the other nntil th<' 
peoplt• W<'~ry of tlwm, ami they lose thei1· 
"atR in the traJh<aC'tion. I do not think 
anyone will say that a man of thirt~·. simply 
lwcaU:-3(~ of his ag·(•, can bl' :::aid to bP Inor<' 
f~ntit ll"'d to a Yot.o thau \Vhflll he was twentv. 
Often I han• very grave doubts as to tl1" 
('apacity of the general eleetor-I a1n waiting 
for th" Opposition to use this against me at 
the next elcetions-I have often doubts as to 
the capaeity of the general elector to undf'l'-

- stand tho compl<''< problems that are placed 
before him at election time. I .do not think 
that the an•rage c-lector who has to parrt 
his hcead and butter by working from morn
ing to night; I do not think the farmer who 
has to work on his farm from early morning 
till sundown-I do not think th<'5e men ha Vl' 
tinH' to pro1wl'ly study political problems. 
I do not think they have tiJ;tw to analyse 
the intricate problems of finance and con
stitutional quPstions that would tax the in
genuity of lawyers like the Premier and tlw 
leader of the Ovposition. Hnt we know that 
they cannot do so, but "" know that they 
vote illt<'lligcntly according to th<'ir interest. 
'Tlwy yote for tho man who is going to help 
tlH•nl in thPir o'vn busine:-;s or their 0\\'11 

job, and they will do that as long as W<' 
have conflicts of inter<'ots in tlw community. 
And "·hilt• we han• rPpr<''8ntativC's elected 
<1f'l'Ording to thosP interests so will WP hav{~ a 
constantly changing public opinion, and a 
<nnstantly changing Parliament to nH•Pt th<! 
r·hanging neC'ds of tlw <'mmtry. 

:\.fr. D. RYAX (1'tJwnsri/le): I would lih 
tu sav a. few word" on thi; amending Bill. 
I am' ~orry that thP criticisrn~ of hon. nH~lll
h<•l'R have not !wen aimed at thE' amend
lll<'nt'; thPv have mostlv been airn<>d at 
tlw principl(, of the Bill. 'It is rather amus
ing to find that ih<' critil'i~m has been largely 
,lf•nJtt'd to that partieula1· anH•nclnwnt gi,·ing
thc fr;;nchisP to Austl'alian nati"'" of 
(~ightcf•U ypars of ag-P. 1 t is ratJw-r arnusing· 
to find pPople who haYI' hePu only a ft·w 
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months in thi>' country refusing to gi\·f' 
.\ustralian natives who have bPen cightt•on 
years in this country the right to vot<·. 
rrhese inferior inln1igrants and adventurer-; 
who ha,-e been here onlv a few month~, 
in their eloquL•ncP, are' denying a vote 
to the Australian native who has been 
hen~ for ,•ight<'en years, anll whose father 
and mother Wl'nt out into the backblocks 
ancl pionPen•d thl' country. Hon members,, 
opposite want to ,top my sisters, my b~others, 
my sons, and my daughters who are e1ghtecn 
from ba,·ing a vote. ThP hon. member for 
Auhigny is quite willing to give a vote tc 
tlw 'hepherd whom lw employs, and who has 
!wen h<'rt' for thn·<' months only, and yet he 
\Yould dPllY a votl' to his own son who ha;; 
hf•en n~arPd in thi~ country, and \vho haR 
li\ctl hC'l'c' for cightC'Pll 0 ears. Is that a 
fair thin"'? It i< rh;• colonial fallacy thet 
11othing ProduePd in A.ustralia is any gDod. 
I hPard thl' hon. mPmber for Oxley ~a)·, 
'·Go dovyn t.o rhe :-;treet corners ~nd,~ce' whH 
~thP youth of rllP country arP doing. 

:\.Tr. }lORGAX: What are they ·doing? 

:\Ir. D. H YAX: 1 wppose they are enj<JY: 
in~ thenJs<•h·P~. At.Hl why should they not! 
In a frP<' Am•traha why should they not. 
lw at th(• :-~trPet eoruPr or any\,~hcrP el.sl~. 
Th" hon. mPmbPt' did not say ''Look at_t~~ 
old mf'n. Look at those old rascals oppos:r.-.·· 
{Lau~htr·r.) "Look at those old fellow~ over 
twcnh-ouP: tltosp old rascals are en]oymg 
th,,m;<,lve:; in tht• starlight, and in the moon
light. iRenewC'cl laughter.) But _he doc,snt/ 
threaten to dPprives them of thetr vote on 
that aeconnt. In Townsville the other day au 
old n1an ~ev<'lltY Yf'ar:-; of age, Jack Cha.pn1an, 
fE'll foul of tlw· l~w. Because Jack Chapman 
dared to clPfv tit<• law, as many better m<'n 
have done, a,~ f"avage judge, under a savage 
, Ht<'m. infl ict<•d on that old man of ;;event.y 
,:f'ar~ Qf ag:f' tlH• t->avage sentenc~ o£ thr<~e 
'Y-ears. That i:--- "\vhat i~ occurring un~cr 
cmr l;ms. and thPn hon. members opposite 
talk about giving responsibility to bo;s-·
v.:iving r~~ponsibility to youngsters! 
, 1\[r. VoWLES: You would take away ,Ja-ck 
<:lwpinan·~ yote h0cauRe he is seventy yutrs 
of agP. 

}lr. D. RYAX: Thi8 old man was al._on"' 
tilllf' an f'ditor of a newspaper. lie lS a 
,ehola1· rrnd a gPntleman, and because h0 
broke the Jaw for 'om<' reason or other, h<' 
\Hl.;; g'iYen ., :->aYag'P ~wntenC'e of thre.c ycar.s hy 
a ~ayagt-=- judg-<' under a savage systcm. 
and tlwn th<• hon. memhP'' for Dalhy laugh~. 

:\Ir. }loRG.\X: \\'hy tlon't you gd him out 
again. 

ThP S1'E.\KKR: Order; ask that. tb, 
hou. nw1nb('r hl' a.lltnve.d to continnP hiQ, 
.....,pet•eh withont iut0rruption. 

}lr. D. HYAX: This thing oceurred u~Hkr 
a law made by old men. made by ol.d soc1~ty, 
and made by old {'Ustom. Th1s amendment of 
the la.w Reeks to givP young people a chance 
of 1u:tking ~·oungt•r laws, bett8r laws, fr(~<~r 
laws. qnick(·r la\\s. and ,.INmcr law_s. and I 
ho}IP it pa:::;~PS. 

}[r. WHITFORD (Hurr':'l!ll: Aftm: he~r
ing mPrnbt,rs of tlw OpposJtJou on t.hts Btll, 
one> naturall~· mnst <'riticise wh&t they say. 
I notic<' that t!H•0· do not say anyth1_ng of 
rlw old Elections Ad. In th<> Consohdat_ed 
Acts, 1885-1913, th<'m were no loss tha,n Rx
te<)n l'idic·ulon~ qU('"'tions to al1J3wer by t.h>&: 
d;tinwnt for C'nrolm<'nt. No. 4 asked-

·' 'Yhat wn>' tht• date of your birth':" 



FJlections Act [ 18 SEPTEMBER. j Amendment Bi.ll. 

And that followpd question J'\o. 3-
,, ArC' you of the full age of twc•nt:;

olH~ vcar:::. ?'' 
:;:;urely, that wa,; an:iwered by :\'o. 4! Qu0s
tion :";'o. 5 was-

" What was your place of birth?" 
Aud further down Wf' find question Xo. 10-

" Have you bona fide and continuously 
rPsided iu Queensland for the last pre
ceding tw<'lve mouths?" 

'[\vPlvo months' residenc<:' in Queensland be
fore one t•ould have a say in making the laws, 
and if he happt'llcd to be• a returned soldier, 
he would find that where a suit of elothes 
cost him £5 5s. beforo he went away, it would 
cost him £12 12s. when he came back ! 
ILaughtcr.j A n(an would have to be back 
twelve months bdor,. having a >oicP in thn 
affairs of hi;-; eonntrv. 

::\1r. GRAYHOX: Quite right. 
;.1.1r. \VHITFORD: " Quite• right," says 

the hon. memiH•r-that a rNurned soldier 
should be baek in Queensland twelve months 
before hp hn•· a vote! I am very glad that 
thP hon. m<:'mbl'r int<'Jjeded. The people of 
Quec•n;]and \vill know him in tJw futurE'. 

:Mr. UnAY~ox: I did not sav anything of 
the kind. · 

::\Ir. IYHITFORD: Questiou :"io. 11 wa3-
.. If w. in what plac0 or places?" 

That is to ··ay, tlw nomadic· worker, who has 
to travel from one place to anothei·, has to 
~ay wherp he has been during thl' whol<' 
Jll'<'<'<'·ding tw<·IYe months. He might have to 
speeify fnnri:P<'n placPS. One would think 
that it. lvaH a t:kte<'tive· cross-r!xan1ining hin1 
on a eriminal eharg<'. Quostion Xo. 12 was-

" If you nr0 not a native of Queens
laud, wlwn did you anive in this State?" 

Mr. MoRGAX: Anything wrong with that~ 
:VIr. WHITFORD: There is -a lot wrong 

with it. ThP C'onmwnwPalth law does not 
ask that. The Immigration A et does not re
q_uirt•. that. \Vhy ~sk such ridi<:nlous ques
tiOns! If '" man IS an Austrahan, it does 
rwt matter what part of Australia he is in. 
If he has been twelvP days in Queensland hi' 
IS a taxpayer of tlw State in respect of 
Pverything he buys, Pats, drinks. '·mok<•s, or 
wr•ars. Questiot1 Xo. 13 asks-

" If you an' not a native of Queens· 
land, by what means did you arriYe in 
this State?" 

A man might have to otoop down and say 
that lw <·amp from XPw South \fal<:'s-he 
walkNl. I \\·ould, naturally sav, "'Per 
!J<Jot." If you <'UIIlP by steam~r you had to 
state th0 nanw of the stc>anie1·. It is a won
der thPy did not ask you to give the number 
uf tlw traiu. Anything to put an ernbargo 
n11 dPmocraev ! \Vhv daim that vou ar<• 
going in for 'dPmo<·rU:tie laws, as hoi1. mem
lll•rs opposite did, whPn you pass such law' 
us that? I fail to see anything demorratie 
1 n th0 Aer or in anv other Bill discussC'd in 
this Hou"~ up to that time. 

Mr. MoRGAX: You sa\ that a man :ihonld 
be ahlP to g<'t on any r'oll he likes. 

Mr. WHITFORD: I say nothing of the 
kind. Do not ji1<lge me by yourself. The 
hon. l11PmbPr would have Toowong CPmetery 
on thP roll if he thought his iWat was in 
doubt. Question Xo. 14 was as follows:·-· 

"Havn vou bona fide and eontinuouslv 
rP,ided in. this Pledoral distril't for th~· 
]WHt preeucling two monthf; ?" 

I11 eonnection with that, I wouhl like to 
mNltion what happ<'nPd in 1915. A man of 

the> JHLnl<' of Fra11k Baglcy worked in th(• 
lsis CPntral :Vfill for ten months in 1913, and 
thPn left in :February, 1914, on a holiday. 
·which ('On~istPd of working as a fir01nan on 
the eoastal boats of Australia. He came back 
in tlw following .July from Brisbane, in 
order to hP in tim<' for the crushing in 1914. 
and und<'r this most beautiful Act, for whieh 
memh<'rs of thP Opposition are responsible'. 
he c•laimed to bp on the roll. and vote for thP 
'1915 p]eetion. Hn wa' ask<'d to put his nanw 
on th•: roll by one of our organisers. I <lo 
11ot mmd h>Jling hon. members that, beeausL1 
it is the duty of evf'ry man in Queensland to 
lw an organi;::;Pr--1 have always been onr-. 
and intPnd to he one. This man was sev<:'n 
wer-ks and thrPe daJS in that ]Jartieular 
dish·iet, and a polieen1an 1vas sont to ask 
him if he had madP a. fals<' daim. Ht' 
rnadP a stat<'nwnt to thE' polici'. He told 
thP trnth. and ga V<• l'xactly the date on 
w hi eh l1" arrived at the Is is C't'ntral ;\I ill 
to follow his ordinarv vocation. About two 
or thr<'<' days aft<'rwa'rds lw "as arrested for 
making a false dedaration, and had £120 
lmil put ou hin1, and he ~~;a:-; in g-aol for a 
1Y<'Pk bdorp "''' could get him out. Then 
hon. ntPnlb{·rs oppo~~itP say th(_•y are denlo
c·r-ntic ~ Thf'l'P 1vaf'. anotlwr 11Jan at ChihlPr1" 
uarnf'd lJoyle. \Vbo \YH:-> charg<)d l>Pfore th<'· 
late' Judgl\ HutledgP, and got t)ighteeu 
months' gaol. bnt obtained the he1wfit of sec
tion 656 of tlw Codf'. I happened to be in 
th<' di,ctrict and to bt• eonnp<•t<•d with thf' 
<'UFlP, lwcans<• I knPI..V ;.;on1nthing about it. and 
took a kPPtl iutPrf\st in tlw nHtttPr. 

Mr. :VfoRG.\X: \Vere you tlw organisPr \\-ho 
got hi:;. nanw on the- roll? 

::\Ir. IYHITFORD: I'm nut the m·ganio<'l· 
that you are. I am not an underground 
<·llgiDP<'l' like you arP. I am telling t.h, 
honr•st- trnth, and hon. Ill<'lllbPl', do not likt• 
it. I do nut know that it is any use to 
them. Tlw hon. membt•r smih•s, but it is at 
th<' baek of his hPad. (Laughter.) I am 
one of thosP \dw believp that a person of 
<>ightcpu y(·ar~ of age js quitP' capablt• of 
t'XPreising a voi<_:c in t1Ji!"l c·ouutry. Hou. 
m••rnbers would arguP-and it is not so far 
distant \\·hen they did argu<'-th.at lads should 
go to th<' war at th<• age of eighteen. If a 
Il!an is Jll'eparPd or able to fight for hi,; 
country at .-ighteen, lw at lf'ast ohould ha n: 
a voic<:' in the affairs of his country. 

}lr. M ORGAN : Hf'ar, hear! 
Mr. \YHI'rFURD: Whv do you not prac-

t isP what ;von pn-ach? · 
}fr. i.VloRGAX: We do. 
:\<Ir. WHITFORD: You do -I don't thiuk: 
Mr. MoRGAX: You will haY<' a chance of 

Yoting for au ar:uendn1ent in that dirPetiou. 
. .\Ir. \YHITFORD: It doe.; not follow that 

" rnan w1Jo w<•nt to tl!f' war is the only on(• 
PlltitlPd to rotf'. Tllf'l'<' an• tlllV number of 
lads who ha n• fathPred the !wines of their 
widow<'cl motlwrs at <>ighteen years of age; 
1 kno\v such lad, in my tlistriet to-day. Do 
you think that tlwy W<'l'<'• justified in goinp: 
to the war~ \Yt•rn tlwy not under an obli
p:a tion to look after their parPnts and 
;younger brothers and sisters? The ho11. 
uwmber for Oxlf'Y said he had a son at. 
Pi,thtcen ~·•'al'> of 'age. I do not know that 
1!,• is allY oldPr than I am. I think hl; 
i,; a good dPal oldPr in years but not in 
brains. tLaughtc'r.) But, at any rate, ht> 
show<'d llf' harl not much rPspect for his son 
\Yhen lw >'Vid that lw wa" not Pntit!Pd to a 
vote. 

Mr. l\Ion<ux : That is not· so. 
]fr. Whitford.] 
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Mr. \\'HITFORD: He doe~ not believe in 
. thu boy or man of eighteen years having a 
vote. He has not much respect for his own 
•on. I have a daughter who is twenty-two 
yf·ars of age. 

Mr. :vi: ORGAN : V.' ell, she will have a vote. 

:.rr. \YHITFORD: She has had a vote, 
and don't forget that; and my son will have 
a vote at the next election. I consider that 
the hon. member fm: Oxley was wrong in 
stating that persons should not have a vote 
<tt. thP age of e-ighteen years. Personally, I 

should like to see the elector's 
18.30 p.m.] right system in operation in 

Qmlensland, as it ""s in ~ew 
South vV ales. The first vote I had wa~; a vote 
on the elector's right system, and I <:!aim that 
if tha.t syste•m were brought into existence in 
OuPens!and. it would be a vNy good thing 
for the StatP, beoouse every time an elector 
Totes a stamp would be put. upon his elec
tor's right, and there could be no duplicate 
yoting. Members opposite have talked about 
the duplicate votes, but I have never 'eeu 
that in my electoratf.'. 'l'herP may have been 
duplicate votes in other e•lectoratF>, but I 
have never se<'ll any in my PlectoratP, and 
l do not think there is anything iu that 
ctrgunwnt. There may be two ''John 
Smiths" or " Tom J ones" on th<' roll with 
different nJimhe·~Cs. Thost:' persone do not 
know whether their numbc•r i> 925 or 925, 
and thf'y might take either number. 

:Oh. MoRGAX: Do vou belit•ve in the elec-
tor's right? • 

~lr. \'i'HITFORD: Penonally. I believe• 
in the elector's right, hut I do not believe 
in the right being abusPd, as it was iu New 
~Huth vV ales. But I certainly belie.-e in the 
principle. The· hon. memhPr for Oxley stated 
that boys of eight<!en years of age and under 
··ommitted breache" of the law at Townsville 
by raiding a placp called " Roone.-'s.'' I 
heard the hon. member· for Towns.-ille :;tat<"• 
that an old man named Chapman. who was 
;-.eventy years of age~ got thrf-'t\ ~vearR' in1~ 
prisonment for that offerw<'. That proves 
that it was not boys of eight<'en ye-ars of 
-1ge who w-ere responsible for th<' raiding of 
RoonPy's at 'fownsville. 

The present Election,; Act provid"' that 
•oight questions may be put to electors. and 
it says that six months' residt>ncP in the 
Commonwealth of Australia and three 
months' residence in Queensland will qualify 
a person for enrolment. If that is not fair 
and democratic, I do not know what is. 
This Bill propOSf"~ to amend that Aet by 
c>roviding that persons of the agE' of eighteen 
vears shall havP the right to vote. I believe 
that the average working man in Queensland 
is th~ .man wit~ a large family. and the· man 
Y;ho IS the brg·gest taxpayer, particularly 
when the profiteers who support hem. rnem
h<'rs opposite raise the prict>s of the neces
''ll'H of Jiff'. Those profiteer;; arp 110\Y 

urging n1en1Lers opposite to fight this 
11ill fnl' all they a1·e worth. You have 
nnly to read the artides which ap)w~r in 
the "Courier" and " Daily :Hail" to seP 
rhat such is the case. 'flH' hon. mc'rnber 
for Cunningham said hP would like the 
Minister to make the use of the contingent 
vote compulsory. At the last F<~deral by
dection at Corangamite, in Victoria, on the 
14th December last year, Scullen. the Labour 
Dandidateo, received 9, 773 votes; Knox, the 
Tory candidate, received 5,430 votes. Gibson, 
a dqmmy for the Tories, received 6,133 votes; 
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Coldham. another dummy, received 1,112 
vot<">; and Lea per, 845 votes. Those were 
the primary .-otes as counted. after the ballot 
was closed. 'IVhen the contmgent vote was 
countPci, the Tory dummy candidate, Gibson, 
got in by a majority of 3,640 votes. That 
is exactly the kind of thing the Federal 
Government are trying to bring about to~day. 

::Y1r. M oRGAN: What do your figures prove? 
Mr. WHITFORD : That the :party who are 

prepared to put up three candrdates against 
one Labour man think they will score by 
making the exercise of the• contingent vote 
compulsory. I am not in favour of such 
crooked b'usiness, and that is what the con
tingent vote means. In past days, when the 
postal system was in vogue, people went 
10 yard~ away from a polling-booth <md 
comJH'IIPd an ;lector to vote, otherwisp they 
would g<'t the s<~ck from thP mines. That 
"-"" dmw by the 6Upporter' of yl!e hon. 
1nembf'r for Burrurn. If the Opposrtwn had 
their wav. thev would still ha.-e thP postal 
s0 o<tem of votirig a!lowud. r·shall support th<' 
Bill in all its litages for all I am worth. 

GOYERX:I!ENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. TA YLOR: 'Most of the arguments iu 

connc1ction with this Bill have evidently 
centrcd around the proposal to reduce the 
age of voters from twenty-one years to 
eight<>en vears. Some of the arguments 
brought forward are fairly ingenio'!s, but 
a good many of th.em h.ave no bearmg on 
the subject undt>r drscusswn. As far as the 
vouths are concprne<.l I take it every man 
1n thi>< Chamber has great admiration for 
both the boys and gir lB; if ~re has not he 
should not be here. WP adnure youth, and 
we like to see youth progressing and prosper
ing and coming to the front as much as 
possihlP; but I do not think it is a fair 
thing to put upon a youth eighteen years 
of ag·,, tlw responsibitities associated with 
political life in this State. The hon. member 
for Bow<'ll brought under our notice a 
galaxy of wonderful mE·n to whom poster~t;v 
and thP pPople of our own day are m 
dehtPd for the work which thev did. l 
would like to draw the hon. member's atten· 
tion to the fact that nearly evPry man whom 
he quoted to-night died a Y.Onng man. The 
nt>rve strain and the brain' strain on those 

- particular m0n he brought before our notice, 
in almost everv case, s<'nt tlwm to an early 
gravP. If that shows anything it shows 
quit<> d!'arlv that these tnen were extra· 
ordinary geniuseo in their generation. But 
that does uot prove that it is a right and 
proper thing that the franchise should hP 
pxtendPcl holus-bolu;; to those "ho arc 
eightePn years of age. Those peo12Ie whom 
hP mentiorwd, no doubt. were qurtc fit to 
exercisp the franchise in this or anv other 
country, but they were on!~- a fevc, and, un
fortlmawly, for the tirnP- in whieh they 
lived, they all died at. a very Parly age. I 
t-hink it is jmt as well that our boys should 
remain boys and our girls should remain 
g·irl" untiL at all events, thf'~- r<'ach the age 
of twenty-one. 

::Ylr. COLLIN~ : ArP vou opposed to early 
n1arriag-Ps? ~ 

::l.ir. TAYLOR: I am. I am opvosed to 
marriages at eighteE'n. I believe if the 
hon. memhPr had a daughter who was pro
posing to get married at the age of eighteen 
lw would not look with a verv favourable 
ey<' on it. I take it, with any' family man 
whose <"hildren have grown up to the age of 
Pight!'•'n. nineteen, or twenty years, if he 
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had his way his daughter or his son would 
not enter into matrimony at the age of 
eigliteen, nineteen, or twenty. That is my 
honest conviction, and I speak as one who 
has sons and a daughter of his own grown 
up to the age of eighteen and over. 

Mr. CoLLTNS: One-fifth of all the marriages 
in Australia t:tke place under the age of 
twenty-one. · 

::\fr. TAYLOH.: Ber·ame a certain number 
of marriages have been contracted at that 
age, it does not say it is the right and 
correct thing to do. Because a girl enters 
into matrimony at eighteen or nineteen, and 
happens to become a mother at such an age, 
do~s not justify this extension of the fran
chise. The matter has been brought forward 
in this Chamber that under our Land Act 
Y.oung fellows are entitled to take up land at 
sixteen years of age. lYlost young men and 
young ·women have to ehoose their avooation 
in life about that time, but it does not neces
sarily follow that they should be saddled 
with the whole responsibility associated with 
politics. I say, keep the young people out 
of politic«, at all events, until they reach 
the ":ge of twenty-one. Any boy or girl 
reachmg the age of twenty-one can get 
married as soon as they like. I do not 
believe in late marriages. I believe if the 
young n1en and young women married, in 
many instancBs, earlier than thev do, it 
would be better for them and better fol'· the 
c-ountry. "Cnfortunately, a good many of 
them do not, but wait until later on in life, 
and, probably, in many instances make very 
great mistakes. Tlw question of' the fighting 
age has been brought in. I said before, when 
speaking on this matter, that if I had mv 
way no boy of eighteen would have gone. 
I am very sorry t-hat any boys of eighteen 
did go to fight. But because a man is a 
gone! fighter it does not say he is suited for 
ever_y thing in life. Because a man may 
have particular strength of bodv, and because 
a boy of eighteen may be able to go and 
do a man's work. it does not follow that he 
has all the qualifications of citizenship at 
that age. I contend that you can educate a 
Lay or girl up to the highest possible stan
<lard, probably at eighteen or nineteen years 
of age, but unless you have adde.J to that 
education, experience, they are apt to fail
and fail lamentably-when they are asked 
to carry out certain responsibilities and duties 
in oivil !if!'. You cannot have experience 
and education at one and the same time, -as 
a rule. It has been pointed out to-night 
that some of the men who went away to 
fight crammed into three or four vears of 
their life there a lifetime's experienc.,:;, There 
is no doubt they gained an enormous amount 
of experience in those three short years. 
'l'hat simply means that you put on to young 
years an experience which should probably 
have <'OmP with mature years, very likely 
extending over a period of twenty or thirty 
years. I think this particular clause in the 
:Hill is setting the clock back. I quite agree 
with the hon. member for Logan in that I 
do not believe it will make an atom of diff
(-renct) so far as partie~ are concerned. 
That doe~ not enter into my mind, because 
the same number will probably grow up with 
the .same conviction to twenty-one years as 
they have at the present time. I .Jo not 
intend to dwell any longer on that particular 
aspeot of the subject. If hon. members 
on the other side of the House would 
only consider the question seriously from all 

aopects, they would recognise that quite a 
number of the arguments wluch have been 
brought forward in support of this change 
do not c..ury any weight. It is a b!g an.d 
-drastic change. As one member said this 
afternoon-! think it was the hon. member 
for ~undah--how is it that after all theor 
long years we are only commencing to find 
out now that a boy and girl 6hould have a 
Yote at eighteen years of age? We are 
going to throw aside all the traditions and 
oJ.d customs which probably have safe
guarded quite a number of our institutions_ 
\Ye are going to put them on the scrap
heap, and go in for what has been called, by 
some. advanced or progr<'osive legislation. 
My own opinion of the matter is that, instead 
of being progressive or advanced, it is a 
step in a backward direction. I think it is 
a Bill we have a right to speak and votf> 
against as much as we possibly can. With 
regard to the purification of the roll~, every
one admits that it is probably a very diffic.ult 
matter. Surely, there must be somethmg 
wrong in a system which will allow electors 
to remain on the roll for four or five years 
after thev have left the State. I am quite 
prepared .. to give to the Minister in charge 
of this Bill the names of some in my owp 
electorate who have been away from this 
State for four or five years and they are. 
still on the roll. What does it mean? It 
means that if those persons from Western 
Australia visited Sydney, Melbourne, or Brifl
bane, at e!P'Ction time they could get a vote. 

Hon. J. LARCmiBE: Why did not you have 
them objected to? 

Mr. TAYLOR: I had no reason to object 
to them. 

Hon. J. LARCOMBE: It is a ground for 
rc"moving them if they have been outside the 
StatP. 

Mr. TAYLOR: It may be a ground for 
removing them, but it is a pr~tty hard job 
tc get them off. I know they are in Western 
Australia, and have been away for that 
length of time. I think greater responsi
bilities should btl thrown upon the elector. 
I do not think everything should have to be 
cr,rried out by the Electoral Office. Some 
very excellent suggestions, I thought,. were 
:noad~ by the member for Oxley to-mght
and probably they may be carried out-in 
connection with the Electoral Office. The 
first one that he made was in connection 
with the registration of deaths. I do not 
know whether the registration of d<;laths is 
communicated to the Electoral Office or not, 
but, if it is not, it ought to be. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: That is laid down in 
the Act. 

Mr. TAYLOR: I am glad to know it. 
Then, he referred t-o registration of mar
riages. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: That is referr(}d to in 
the same section of the Act. 

Mr. TAYLOR: If that is so, I have 
nothing further to say with regard to it. 
We know that there is a constant change in 
an electorate during the three y.;:ars which 
eiapse betn een one election and another. 
People are constantly removing, or g!ltting 
married. or dying. In order to cope with 
these things, much more responsibility 
should be thrown on to the elector than is 
the case at present. H~ should be made to 
C:o something more to assist the Electoral 
Office when he makes a transfer from one, 

Mr. TG.~Ylor.] 
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district to another. I hope that the Minis
!f·r will do something in this dir.,ction. Our 
aim and object should be to have a correct 
roll, irrespective of parties, and. if a party 
goes down because it has not a 1najority, 
the will of the people must prevail. Under 
the Act. all those who do not vot<' are liable 
to be fined, but that provision ha;; never 
been carried out by any Government. I am 
Blttisfied that any party which wins an elec
twn is not going to carry out that provision 
of the Act, and fine people who do not vote. 
I know that instructions were issued to 
re-turning officers that they were not to" send 
out notices to people asking why they did 
not vote and requiring them to state their 
rt•asons. If that is going to continue, it will 
not assist th<O Electoral Office in keeping 
the rolls pure and clean. I think that if an 
elector were notified that, if he could not 
'how good and sufficient reasons why he had 
not exercised the franchise he would be 
struck off th" rolls, it would go a long wav to 
purify our rolls. I hope that the Govern
ment will not insist on the eighteen years 
old vote. It is a change which will create 
chaos. and trouble, and will not be in the 
best mterests of Qu<:ensland. 

At five minutes to 9 p.m., 
The CHATR:YIAN oFCo:.u:>.IITTEEH {Mr. Bertram) 

took the chair as Deputy Speaker. 
Mr. WARREN {J·furrumba): I desire to 

'ay a few words on this important measure. 
I c~rtainly do not agree with the age of 
voting being reduced to eighteen, not that I 
think that it will affect the result of the 
elections, but I think it is a pity to bring 
boys and girls into a matter of this descrip
tion. It is a pity that they are not boys 
.and girls longer than what they are. 

Th1;re are many reforms which are neces
sary in connection with our electoral rolls. 
I do not think we are represented in a 
proper way, because, while some electorates 
are very larg~ in area, some are very small, 
and there is any amount of room for the 
Pxercise of the brains of hon. gentlemen 
0'1 the front I'reasury benches to rectify the 
abuses which ('xist. I have heard no reason
able argument in favour of reducing the 
age limit. It appears to me that it is merely 
a matter of getting votes. Governments 
·come and go, and this Government will go
" the handwriting is on th~ wall "-whether 
it is sooner or later. Hon. members opposite 
may joke about this matter, but history re
pEats itself, and. sooner or later the Go
vernment will go, and, like a 'drowning 
man clutching at a straw, the Governm{lnt 
are seeking new fields of exploitation. We 
are givin~ this vci.te in the same way as in 
·the past 1t was g1ven to women. Not that 
i~ was wrong to give the vote to women-it 
was a very right thing-but it was done in 
Kew South \Vales for political purposes. I 
vas in favour of it myself at the time. In 
this case it i .. done for a political purpose. 
and it will be a pity if it becomes law, and 
our boys and girls are brought intD electoral 
conflict. -

A great deal hac been said about the boys 
that went to the war. If you went up to 
Victoria Barracks and looked through the 
attestation papers of the boy'< who went to 
ilJ.e front, you would find verv few of them 
who were of the age of eighteen. There 
<tre soldiers within my hearing who will 
know that that is so. · I had a great deal 
of battling to do in connection with attesta
tion papers at Enoggera, and in regard to 

[Mr. Taylor. 

tho,;e which passed through my hands there 
were not 3 per cent. of mPn below the age 
of eightePn. That was up to 1916. I allow 
that afterwards there was a larger percent
age, but it was not a consider.able percent 
ao-e at any time. If WP are gomg to reduce 
thP yoting age to eighteen, we might just 
as >n>ll say that be<>ause boys are able to 
take up l{md at sixteen the vote should be 
given to them at sixteen. 

At thr<'<' minutes to 9 o'clock p.m., 

Ml'. GHAYSO::\: I beg- to Nll attPntion 
to the state of the House. 

Quorum formed. 

Mr. Vi' ARREN: I was going to say that 
in viGw of the servicE"' rendered to the Em
pire. it is quite right to give. the boy.s who 
went to Hw front a vote, 1rrespect1ve <?£ 
age, and there is not one m~mber on th1s 
side who would refuse to gn·e that vote. 
There has been a certain amount of abuse 
of the old Liberal purty in regard to former 
electoral Acts. I say that our electoral ~cts 
have been in procpss of constant evolution, 
and have been getting better and . bE>tter; 
but I cannot <>ay that we are gettmg 11;ny 
wiser when we attempt to reduce the vc;tm.g 
age to eighteen. -;\s I said before. 1t IS 

just as proper to g1ve the vote to those of 
sixteen years of age who are settled on 
the land. In this new country boys are 
go in a- on the land at sixteen, but it is only 
the :ame as boys going into a trade. They 

are go in~ on to the farm<> to 
[9 p.m.] learn thmr trade; they are ac-

quiring homes for the future, 
and ne<nly always. with t!;e ass~stance of 
their fathers. It 1s not nght s1mply be
cause thesp boys are taking up land to give 
them the franchise although many of them 
are battlinll' under difficulti~s. A_s one. hon. 
member sa1d, they are battlmg w1th pnc~ly
pear and other problems, but I do not thmk 
these bovs are askin.,. for the fr.anchise. In 
fact, I go so far as t';, say that the h?ys and 
girls have not asked for the franch1se. T I': 
times past we know that the women ?f N e>v 
South Wales did ask for the franchise and 
they. were only battling for th!'ir rig-~ts, but 
I have nev<'r heard of a meetmg askmg for 
the franchise for boys and ~iris; and I . do 
not believe one boy or one gn·l 1s tro.ubl:ng 
al1out this. One hon. member on ti:1s s1de 
stated that the Minister. in introducmg the 
Bill said it might not be used. I thought 
we had compulsorcc voting. It ~s a mockery 
I know. because, as the prevwus speaker 
>uid. t·here are no prosecutions in. that 1'8-

gard; and if thPre .are no prosecutwm<. there 
~".ln be no colnpulsion. If "\Ye are g·o1ng to 
have comp~lsory vo~ing let u~ ~ave con;
pulsory votmg-, and 1f a )Joy o, e1ghteen IS 

fit to yote then compel ·hnn to vote. I say 
the boy~ of eighteen do not w~nt the. •:ote 
and it is a. pity to bring them mto pohbcal 
life at that a"'E'. Thev would be far hE>tter 
on the footb;ll fif'ld 'building up vi;J:orous 
frames "to pnahle them to fight the battles 
of life. For those rrosone I do not agree 
with that amE>ndment of the Act. But we 
do need electoral r<'form very much. vVe do 
need better conveniences in t~e cDuntr;-:; 
and" I will sav for the late Ass1stant ::\imls
ter for Justice that when any mattr·r :was 
hrou~;ht before him in regar·d to poll.mg
places he assisted in evE'ry way poss1ble. 
I want to be absolutely fair to the hon. 
gentleman and I was very sorry. to hear 
hon. members of the Government s1de make 
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the references in the. mamwr tlwy did tu 
past ::Y:Iinisters who r":n <>leetions. ':;-lo. dunbt 
at vheir time thev {:hd well, Gnd If It had 
not been for the· liberal manner in which 
Pledions were run in thosE' {]avs we would 
not have h<td the prest•nt Go'vernment in 
povver to-day. It was th<> libPral mannr·r in 
whiPh things were handled in thos<' <la:vs 
that made it po,sible for tbc> present :l\lini,c
try to oPcupy the Treasury benchE's to-day. 

~\lr. BVTLER (Lockyer): Of course. it has 
.boHl said that this is the agl· of youth. and 
there is no doubt about that. A lot of the 
arguments raised by the Opposition c~mcerl!
ing this question will not bear close mvesti
gation. It must bE' patent to mE'mbers of 
tlw Opposition that. a good many youn!' 
m"u and women of <>Ighte·en are better quali
fied to settle political questions of thE' day 
than are their parents. They know as well 
as I know that that is the truth. An old 
man of seventv-fh-e in the LoPkver electorate 
informed me that he was not going to vote 
for Mr. Armstrong at the last general elec
tions, but that he was going to vote for Mr. 
HughPs. Of course. he had a vote·. My 
point is that if some people lived to be 275 
thev would never be able to cast an intelli
ger{t vote on any subject. I rec;ognise t!'at 
it would he rathe·r an extraordmary tlnng 
if we had a Cabinet composed of young me:I 
of eighteen. but I recognis,• that under this 
Bill such a thing is possible. I am sur<' 
that that would be an indication of progress. 
I am sure that members ·of the present 
Cabinet have no immediate hope of youtJ:s 
taking their places in the way I have indi
cated. A number of people have remarked 
that age does not indicate wisdom, and we 
know that that is true. A lot has been said 
about an intelligent vote; that by giving a 
1·ote to bovs and girls of eighteen we• are 
going· to do away with the in~elligent vat<;. 
I wonder if any member of tlus House sen
ouslv believes that hon. members on the 
other side or that we on this side are 
returned only on the intelligent Yote of the 
electors. 

::Y:Ir. \VARREX : TherE' is no dou.bt about 
that. 

1Ir. BUTLER : I am very pleased to know 
that some hon. membPrs opposite, at any 
rate. believe that they are returne·d on an 
intellig.-nt vote. I think it is probably true 
that the Opposition, the same as ourselves, 
arc returned up to a cerfain e·xtent on the 
intelligent vote, but I do not believe that 
75 per cent. of the. electors of Qupensland, 
or of Australia, or of any part of the world, 
have a thorough lmowl~'dge• of the quPstions 
upon which they vote at the ballot-box. 

::1Ir. SIZER : That 1s a slander on the 
el ectms. 

1\Ir. BVTLER: It may be a slander, but 
it is true due very largely to our old system 
of education and entirely due to the· social 
s,.;;tem under which we live. The emotion is a thing that operates most at election time 
and not intelligence-emotion and imagina
tion. That is so, and I think the emotions 
and imaginations of those of eighteen are 
higher and better than the emotions and 
imaginations of those over that age. I do 
not think any great harm will be brought 
about bv allowing young people of eighteen 
vcars of' age the right to votE'. I think the 
hon. member for \Vindsor used the old argu
ment of "Whv have we waited so long for 
this thing? Why is it that we have not 

until thi;; vear discovm·"d that young people 
of eightef'n should bQ allow<>d to go to the 
ballot-box and vote?'' He said, "Why 
throw aside old traditions?" He must know 
that we are living now in a quickly chang
ing world. It took the race probably a 
]on~n~r period uf ti1ne f1an our 1ninds can 
conePiH' of to n'·alisE> that we can look 
upwards and think. It took us centuries 
heforf' we woke up to the fact that we had 
a right to ask for the vote. It took us cen
turieo befon' we got any of the reforms that 
we> havo achieved. Although it is rather 
late in thE' day, probably, to amend the Act 
in tlw way indicat0d. I say that no great 
l1arn1 is going to be done. 

I aloo think that tlw other clauses of the 
Bill that arf' going to extend thP. voting hou? 
and make th(• Act. morp up to date are 
going to be good. We all know that a.fter 
Pvery Plection WP find <'xtraordinary thing" 
happening in regard to the rolls. and I am 
sure the OjJ[>Osition recognise that the ,depart· 
mf ut and the present Government do intE'::?·:l 
to purify the rolls to the full<'st possibl,, 
Pxtent. I therE'forE> hope that the Bill wili 
hE:- c>arried. 

Mr. BAYLEY (Pitt.«rorthl: 'I'hE> prin
(·ipal interest to-night ha~ eentred round the 
(jHPstion of thP age at which the franchise 
ntay be used. What is the object of the 
Governm.::nt in introdueing this amendment 
of the law? In the first place I take it 
that thE'y wish to please those who are boys 
and girls to-day-they are looking forward 
a few years. They are hoping to tickle tht> 
fancies of. th~ young boys and girls who 
later on will exercise the franchise and who 
will YE'rv likelv Yote Labour when't.hev have 
thP opportunitv, as a re,ult of the Govprn
ment's action in this regard. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Why should they vote 
Labour? 

Mr. BAYLEY: Became thev will be 
pleased-their vanitv will be t•xdted at thE' 
action of this Go,';ernment in seeking to 
g1ve them the power which has been kept 
from thE>m by previous Governments.· Then, 
no .doubt, the GovPrnmcnt are quite satis· 
fled that the proposal will greatly improvE' 
thP.ir position at the next election. We can 
take that for grantf'd, for the great major
ity of the votes cast by boys and girls 
-fo~ th<>y are only boys and girls, children 
of E>IghtPen years of age-will be thoughtless 
\'Ote,. Bo~·s and girls of eighteen do not, as 
" rule. follow out ideas to logical conclusions. 
In more than nineh· cases out of a hundred 
they have sd thPir 'hearb on having a good 
tinH', as ehilclren .,, ill do. and '" children 
should do. I think that we should not 
im]JDse heavy responsibilities on them in thi~ 
rngard. but the GcvPrnment ar<' afraid that 
they will require cwry assi.tancc which the~· 
ca.n po,.-;;ibl:v gain at th0 next (•lPrtion in -ordor 
to t;nable them to continue in office. and so 
they are desirous of securing the thoughtless 
vc~es of boys and girls of eighteen and nine
teen. As the hon. member for \Vindsor 
pointed out, no desire what~ver has been ex
presepd by boys and girls of eighteen and 
nineteen for the franchise. 

Mr. FOLEY: You said that about the 
women who asked for a vote. 

Mr. BA YLEY: The women show"d in no 
ur.certain wa·.- that they intended to have 
the vote. They fought, and fought heroic
ally, for that right, and they have got it. 
But it is one thing to give a vote 

Mr. Bayley.] 
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to a wcnnan nf intc-llig-l'D<-L' antl cxpl'riPnC'<'. 
perhaps tfw mother of a bmily, and it. 
is quite another thing to u·1vc a YOtP to 
a boy or gicl of eigH~en. ~ \Ve know, of 
cou;·se, that large munbers of the boys and 
r::irls of eighteen an intelligent. They 
may have had splemlid education. but at 
the ,,ame time the} have not had thG 
experience which al0ne will enable them 
to cact an intciligent vote. They have 
no · dea ot matters pertaining to politics. 
It has been stated by each member who has 
"3}·oken on the Government benches that mem
bers on this side were anxious to send bovs 
of eiv,hte<'n years to fight for them overseas. 
That is absolutely uncalled for, and incor
rect. No desire was expressed by this side, 
or anyone reprP,senting the ::\:" ational party 
throughout Queensland, to send them away 
to fight at eighteen years.· We know that for 
P;any year• past we have had on the statute
book a law which provides that boys of 
eighteen y'lars of age may be called upon fo1· 
home defence within Australia. I would 
r.sk which party introducc'd that Act? It 
"'as the Labour party, led by Mr. Fisher. 
So, we find that when members of the Go
vernment charge the Opposition with bring
ing about that state of affain', tlwy are 
barking up the wrong tree. 

In one cl a use of the Bill we find that the 
contingent vote is touched upon in a certain 
way. I think it is a great pity indeed that 
the Government have not se~n fit to provide 
for, a compulsory contingent vote. The Go
vernment claim to be democratic. 1'hey say 
that they wish the will of the people to be 
txpn~ssed in the very best pos,ible way, and 
ye! tht'y huve mad0 no provision whatever 
for the compulsory contingent vote. Unless 
we have a compulsory contingent vote, we 
uannot possibly t'Xpect a clear, a definite 
i;,dication of the will of the people when 
there is a multiplicity of candidates in an 
eiectorate. 

A good deal has been said about cleansing 
th• rolls, and I think it is a pity th~ Go
\ernment have not seen fit to take steps in 
this regard. At the present time it is very 
difficult to cleanse the rolls. I know that in 
my own electoratc; there are quite a number 
-and in some other electorates far greater 
numbers-of electors on the rolls who have 
not been resident in those .,lectorates for 
many years past. Such a condition of things 
sl>ould not be allowed to continue. It is 
pa"sing strang-e that the Government have 
r:ot seen fit to amend the law so as to pro
vide for the cltJansing of the rolls. 

Mr. FoLEY: What do you mean by cleans
ing them-cutting out all the Labour voters? 

Mr. BAYLEY: I do not mean that at 
all, but I think it is highly desirable that the 
Lames of men and 'vo1nen 'vho have not 
resided in an electorate for very many years 
should not be allowed to remain on the roll 
c·f that electorate It is absolutely neces
s~ry that when a man d!'finitely leaves an 
electorate his name should be removed from 
the roll, and he should be compelled to have 
hie name placed on the roll for the electorate 
in which he actuallv resides. I trust the 
Government will se~ fit, in Committee, to 
make such an amendment as will go towards 
purifying the rolls. I hope they will see 
fit to bring in an amendment which will pro
vide for a compulsory contingent vote, so that 
the will of the people may be ascertained in 
no uncertain way. 

[Mr. Bayley. 

'•Il-. (;. 1'. B_\H.::\ES; I have listened tc 
-<>me rather remarkable reasons why the 
vot< should be extended to boys and girls 
.,f Pight••en yuus of age. Perhaps the hon. 
mvmber for Lockvf'r gave the most remark
able rpa,;on wh, t'hc vote should be extende<i 
to thos<" young persons, when he s:1.id that 
in n~a uy case:-; pPr~•)llS above twenty:ont: 
v••an of aw· who have voted at previOU' 
;,l.,ctiort>< did not, give an intelligent vote. 
Rar••ly has tlw House heard of so empty 
and s~> l'ontradietnry an argument. Sarely, 
neither the hon. member for Lockyer nor 
nnv nH·mb<•r who thinks with him is really 
re~dv to denounce pretty well 75 per cent. 
uf tlte votes M being given through a want 
of intelligence. If I remember rightly, about 
50 per ePnt. of the votes recorded at the laEt 
1•kDtion were in favour of the party repre
><·nted by the Government, .a!'d 47 per cent. 
odd in favour of the OppositiOn party. Ar' 
we to understan<l that about 75 per cent. of 
the votPs w recorded for the Government 
wer•.' uuintcllio-entlv given? I am not g·oing 
to bn "o unkind ·as to imagine that th< 
hon. member real!.) meant that, but he cer
tainly said it. But, be that as it may, I 
fail to see hmv rt 1s possrble that we ar<· 
going to rt>aeh a higl1er sta.ndard of inte]
ligenc(' by givinp: the franclnse to boys and 
girls of eightec>n years of age. It has been 
elainwd bv manv members on the Govern
ment .side· of th,;- House that we are going 
to rPaeh a higher state of perfe9tion as tlw 
result, of the proposed <e>:tonsiO!ll of the 
franehisc·. One r<>ason given by the hon. 
m••mbPr for Bowen in favour of this exten
sion of the franchise was that many thou
,;ands of young women in the land had 
married and become, mothers under twenty~ 
one _years of age. 'The hon. member aske~ 
if women who had assumed the responsi
bilities of wifehood were not entitled to a 
vot<'. lt is a mattPr for debate whether 
the 9,000 young women he referrec.! to. ha·'""· 
aftpr <tll, netcd ri(l"htly, and w~ether, 1f the:-· 
had to live tll('ir hves over agam, they would 
repeal; what they have done. In any case, 
I am no! quitf' sure that we should encourag<· 
that. kind of thing so early in life. As far a' 
I am concerned it seems to me a lamentable 
thing that per~ons should imagine that it 
would be a good thing for the State to allow 
pc•rsons who are irresponsible, to a large 
"'dPnt. lo refif'ct, their opinions by a vote 
given ·at the parliamentary elections. ~hf 
fact is that there has been no cry outs1de 
for thi> chan~P in the franchise. There 
has been no d;mand for it. At no meeting 
that 1 ha .-e, evN' attended has it been 
\YhispcrPd that boys and girls of eighteen 
,-ears of age should be given a vote, and 
;.,rtainly the boys and girls of the land have 
not oriv<'u any indication that they desire tG 
jlO'";SS the privilege of the franchise. VVc• 
an' simply foisting upon them a thing the: 
<lo not. want, and forcing upon them a 
responsibility that they are not thoroughly 
fitted to discharge. We have heard of the 
r-xceptions graphically quoted and earneotly 
referrpd to bv the hon. member for Bowen, 
in whieh mP;l in 0arly life did good work 
for their eountry. But there are not many 
Ruskins and I'itts. They are the exceptions, 
and if we are going to make a change _in 
our electoral system in order to do justrro 
to odd prodigi•'-~, such as have been named 
bv the hon. member for Bowen, we shall 
1.,;:ake a mistake. My hon. friend, the mel9.1· 
ber for Windsor. ;-ays that probably thE 
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percentage of such exceptions is about two 
in one million or one hundred million, but, 
whatever the figures may be, I do not think 
such exceptions are worth considering. We 
have no right to ea use disruption in our 
svstem of franchise in order to meet the cases 
o"f a few odd indiYiduals. Can we seriously 
contemplate for one •,ingle moment the hand
ing over of the management and control of 
the affairs of the country to the young life, 
the bovs and girls, and seeing them occupy
ing seats on these benches? 

Hon. J. LARCO~\IBE: That point is not in
volved bf""ause the"' will form only a small 
propo;tion- of the ~oters. 

Mr. G. P. BAR~ES : The'' will form a 
very fair percentage of the" voters. \Ve 
already have a fair sprinkling of youthful 
life in this Chamber, and I am not going 
to say that we are losing by it. Men who, 
like the Acting Minister for J ustic0, show 
talent and ability, ought to be encouraged 
to come into the House: but it would be a 
mistake to run the risk of having mere boys 
and girls who have just left school occupying 
high positions in the country. I should like 
to make a reference or two to the provision 
in the measure, which will enable visitors 
to the countrY to exercise the franchise. \Ve 
have men coming here during the sugar 
season, and perhaps during the shearing 
season, from the Southern States. They re
main here a few months to work, and then 
return to Tasmania. X ew South \V ales. or 
Victoria, and are still entitled to vote. With 
regard to the provision which says-

" Subject to this Act, any person '"'ho, 
being enrolled for any electoral district, 
has permanently left Queensland, and has 
ther<>after lived outside of Queensland 
for a continuous period of six months, 
shall not be entitled to vote." 

Anyone could drive a coach and four 
through that proYision. A casual visitor to 
QuePn,(and, who comes here in order to enjoy 
the high wages paid, may become a resident 
of the State for a time. and then return 
to the South: and it would be a very simple 
matter for him to vote at the next election, 
for provision will be made for voters in the 
South to record their vote, as was done at 
the last election. Rhidents of that kind 
arc re,tlly not residents of Queensland. Their 
homes are in either Tasm.ania or some 
Southern city, and they are not entitled to 
a vote in Queensland. If they are entitled 

to a vote in Queensland, certainly 
[9.30 p.m.] the? are not entitled to a vote 

in X cw South \V ales or Tas
mania, as the case may be, and it should be 
for them to elect where they arc domiciled. 
It is quite clear that the provioion in those 
clausH is intended to meet cases of that 
kind, and to offer the widest encouragement 
and the g-reate<.t inducement for men to enjoy 
a vote which should not be theirs. 

I think some of the anomalies which exist 
regarding the size of electorates might well 
be oonsidered by the framers of this Bill. 
The Government, for some reason, best 
known to themselves, have not considered it 
their duty to do away with the strange 
anomalies that exist. It is unfair that one 
man's voice should be equal to six in the 
case of another. Had it suited the Govern
ment, had the~· been conscious of their duty, 
had they realised what they should have 
done, and what would have been right, they 
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would quickly have righted this matter. 
\Yhilst amending in one direction they could 
hav<' amended in the others. There is no· 
direction in which the Bill should have 
receiYed more earnest consideration than in 
the ·direction of the redistribution of seats. 
I Yery distinctly oppose the main principles 
of the Bill, and I am hopeful that in Com
mitt0e amendments which will be proposed 
from this side will be accepted. 

Mr. KIRWAN (Bri.sbane): Some of the 
,•tatements made by the Oppo•·ition certainly 
call for < omment. Their attitude is that of 
all conseryatiYe bodies towards all measures 
of reform. If onE' were to analyse their 
specchco in this Chamber to-night and go 
to th · library and read up the speeches 
delivered in the British House of Commons 
in 1831 agaimt the Reform Bill. it would 
be seen that the arguments are almoot identi
c<d. \'1 e are told bv one member that we are 
going to extend the franchi·se to a lot of 
thougl1Hes• people. As a memlx?r who has 
had the priYilege of the· training of a debat
mg society, I am prepared to saY, without 
fecn· of eontradietion, that there arc debating 
sodetii.'s in Brisbane in \vhich there are 
young men cightPen years of age, and I am 
prqJ1 rE'd to get a team of three and back 
them against any thr<>e of the Opposition, 
before any JUdge. 

An 0PPOSITIOC'i' .ME'-!BER: Will c ou put 
money on it? 

Mr. KIR\YAN: Yes, I am prepared to put 
money on it. I am prepared to admit that 
you could pick three out of the Government 
sidC' who might be b··aten, too. 

Mr. SJZER: Is the hon, member for 
Brisbane one of the three? 

Mr. KIRWAN: Yes, I am prepared to 
admit that I may be beaten. I am not like 
mrmhers of the Opposition, I do not set 
myself up as having more intGlligence than 
some of the youths of the country. Some of 
the y< mg men I know have just as much 
intelligence to record a yote as hon. members 
of the Opposition. ThE"' talk about inhlli
gence. I was in Adelaid.e at the last Federal 
elections, and went into the polling-booth at 
the Town Hall there, and saw the great com
mercial men of New South ·wales. Victoria, 
and \Yestern Australia, who were visiting 
that citv. The hon. member for ::Yferthvr was 
with rrte, and W·e saW the spectacle of not 
one of tho§,e men knowing who the candi
d~tes were for whom they had to .-otc. They 
drd not know '1'110 the Senate candidates 
were for \V'·stern Australia. Yet nobody on 
the Opposition side would sugg. st thev were 
not fit to have a. vote. 'TheY did not" know 
the difference between the Labour candidates 
and those representing their own particular 
party. The Opposition take up the attitude 
that a Yote '·hould be given for intelligence. 
I remember the time when it was proposed 
to extend the franchise in this and other 
States, and the attitude they took up >ms 
that you should not have a vote except you 
had a stake in the < ountr''· It did not matter 
how intelligent ~·ou were. That has been 
dropped overboard as far as this Bill is 
concerned. and they lodge the objection of 
intelligence. They argue that the ayerage 
boy and girl in Queenshwd at eighteen ycmrs 
of ag•3 does not know sufficient of politics. 
I believe I am justified in making the state
melC't th_at those young people would give 
as mtellrgent a Yote as the great mass of the 
people. · 

ilfr. Rirwan.J 
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Another point made by the Opposition is 
that this Bill does not provide for what they 
call " purifying the rolls." \V e know per
fectly >Yell their idea of purifying the rolls. 
It wet' only the other day I was reading in 
a back number of the '·Brisbane Courier" 
an articic entitled " Bulcocking the rolls." 
(Laught"r.) Those of us who have been 
associated sufficiently long with political par
tics in this State know what that ·particular 
phra '"' stood for. \V c knov. that instructions 
were issued by the political party represept
ing the viBws of hon. gentlemen sitting on 
the Opposition side, to electoral registrars, 
as to the method in which thcv should 
" nurih- and cleanse the rolls:" The 
" Cour!er" of that date was evidently more 
keen on honest administration than perhaps 
it is to-dav. with the result that it wrote 
that article.· 

The hon. member for Warwick declared 
there was no demand for the vote. He also 
said ir would be passing a measure which 
would have the r-esult of <>onferring a vote 
on to what he called '' irresponsibles." He 
drew a picture of the possible results to this 
country if this mBasure were passed. This 
.all goes to prove that the party with which 
the Opposition are allied, and the political 
views for which they stand, ever and always 
fear any progressive meaBure, particularly 
an extension of the franchise. \Vhy shoul·d it 
he argued, in view of our public school 
system, that there is any more danger in 
extending- the franchih' to these boys and 
girls of eighteen years of ag.c, than it was 
to extend it during the passag-e of the Re
form Bill in England in 1832, or later when 
Gladstone introduced his groat Reform Bill 
about forty years afterwards'! 

Mr. BAYLEY: Why not make it ten years? 

:Mr. KIRW AN: The hon. gentleman ean 
ma-de it the reductio ad absurdum. I am 
not prepared to do that. We ought to use 
intelligence in discussing a measure of this 
kind, and not put up ridiculous aunt &allies 
and Fay, '' \Vhy not give a vote to ten 
yearec '" There is a possibility of getting 
a child of ten attending a State school to 
discuss politics as intelligently as some 
people who have a vote to-day. It is ncceo
se.ry for the hon. member to provide " How 
to vote'·' cards at every election so t·hat 
those who are supporting him may know 
how to vote. It is nece,,;;ary for every candi
<:late to do it. Every candidate •knows that 
even those who have the privilege of the 
franchise to-day expect a candidate who is 
soliciting their votes to be in the position 
of sending a motor·car for them, otherwise 
!<hey will not vote. They look upon it as a 
personal matter. vVhen you come to t<1ke 
the general standard of political education 
of the great mass. of the people, I think 
that if vou were to vut those of eighteen 
years or' age, when they obtain thi•, fran
chise. in a special class by themselves, you 
would find their vote would be just as intelli: 
gently gi\·en as that of the great mass of 
the people. w,hen it was proposed to 
extend adult franchise to the people, we 
were told the same as we are being told 
to-night by members of the Opposition. It 
was said that women d1d not understand 
politics; that it was not right to ask them 
to attend political booths and give a vote; 
that they knew little and <mred less about 
political economy, and could not undersbnd 
the interests which each particular party 

(_Mr. Kirwan. 

stood for, and why, therefore, should they 
be given a vote? Xo member of the Opposi
tion to-night would advocate that the fran
chise should be taken awav from women, 
yet, when it is sought to e~knd it in this 
instance, the same old arguments whiCh 
were' trotted out ag<lin·'t the franchise to 
,-,-omen, and which were formerly used 
against n1anhood suffrage, are tued against 
the extension of the franchise to a broader 
sphere than that which obtains in Queens
land. 

Mr. SrZER: You have heard the hon. mem 
ber for Lockyer say that 75 per cent. of ~he 
people do not know what they are votmg· 
about. 

Mr. KIRWAN: The hon. member has 
not had a great deal of experience, but he 
has enough to know that there were quite a 
number of people who turned up at the last 
Nundah election who wanted to know who 
the :"! ationalist candidate was, notwithstand
ing that the hon. member had toured the 
electorate and the Press of Brisbane had 
freely advertised his political candidature. 

Mr. SrZER : Thev did not make any mis-
take. · 

:Mr. KIRWAN: But, as I pointed out, the 
hon. member ·had to keep an army of sup
porters at the different polling-booths to 
look after his interests. If he ·disagrees 
with m v statement, l<>t him te,;t the matter 
next ti;nc. and not. have anvone with cards 
to look <J.fter his interests a"t the next elec
tion, and then see if he gets in. The hon. 
member for Warwick, in common with other 
hon. members opposite, found fault with this 
Bill because it does not provide for a redis
tribution of seats.· It is refreshing to know 
that hon. members opposite. when they are 
in opposition, a·dvocate these particular 
principles. I have said in the House before, 
and I repeat it, that, if they sit in opposi
tion for <l.nother ten years, they will be
come good, sterling democrats by advocating 
principle·\ which. when they were on the 
Government benches, like the Liberal party 
in Victoria, they would not listen to. In 
Victoria to-dav. under a Liberal Govern
ment-and the· Liberal partv have had con
trol of the reins of Government from thE~ 
establi'·,hment of representative government 
in that State-we find that in metropolitan 
Pledorates, repre,-entated bv Labour men, 
the average number of electors on the roll 
is 35,000-as big as a Federal electorate in 
Queensland. In the country ele-ctorates, 
which are represented by Liberals, the JNer
age number on the roll run'> from 5.000 to 
7,000 voters. 

Mr. SrzER: Give the avenges in Queens
land. 

Mr. KIRW A:"<: I am quite prepared, 
when the opportunity is afforded in Com
mittee. if the hon. member will produce the 
Queensland figures, to @:ive the Vict_orian 
position, to show what the disparity 1s. I 
am satisfied that the svotem in operation in 
Victoria is far worse than ·anj'?thinp; in 
Queensland. The hon. member for War
wick, I think, will admit-be<'ause. generally 
speaking, he is prepared to be fair-that in 
Que<ensland. <J.s '' growing State, there is a 
grooter possibility of the electorates i_nOJ;eas
ing in strength than there perhaps IS m a 
largely settled Stat-e like Victoria. We 
have seen consider<l.ble advancement around 
Brisbane for the last ten or fifteen years in 
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the ·euburban art>as. Take the electoral dis
trict of ?\ undah, for instance. Ten years 
ago, from ?\orthgate to Virginia, I do not 
suppose there were a dozen house·,, but to
-clay there are streets of houses, and that 
only goes to illustrate my argument that in 
QuePnsland the suburban areas are becom
ing moro thickly populated, and even the 
-country electorates are increasing, because 
our State is large and affords plenty of 
a venues for population to settle down. It 
will rJB apparent to any hon. member that 
the nece>-sity for a redistribution of seats in 
Queensland will more often grow and dis
parities ·arise in connection with the relative 
number, in our electo~ates than in any of 
the other States. I think I am correct in 
stating that, after the redistribution of elec
torates in 1911, the 1912 election was the 
first to take place on the new basis. The 
Liberals in Victoria are not consumed with 

burning desire, when they have the oppor
tunity, to rectify the anomaly, as the hon. 
member for Warwick terms the voting 
strength of the different electorates. I think 
we may pass this particular measure:, not
withstanding the opposition with which it 
has met. In fact, I have come to the con
dusion that the more opposition any 
measure brought in by this side meets with, 
the more. reason . is there that this party 
should stick to It and see that it goes 
through. There is no necessity to be pig
headed. The fact is that the Bill contains 
some eosential principles that are worth 
fighting for. The other day I was reading 
an article by Sir Samuel Griffith, the Px
Chid Justice of th.- Commonwealth, and he 
used some memorable words. which are as 
true to-day of the Opposition as thev were 
of the Opposition which fought hin{ when 
he brought in some well-known progressive 
measuce,s at the time he was Premier of this 
St.ate. He said that the average conserva
tive is always in favour of doing- something 
for the working men or the people generally 
until you bring in a me<tsure embodying it, 
but as soon as the measure is brought in, 
the whole force of the Opposition displays 
itself in condemning fhe mt'asure. 

Mr. FOLEY: They are up against you. 

Mr. KIR\Y AN : I hope this measure will 
-go through. I, at any rate, do not expect 
to get a largo percentage of the vote which 
hon. members opposite think will come to 
Labour members as the result of the passage 
of this Bill. It is possible, even with the 
-extension of the franchi,,e, for non-progres
sive parti<:c·s to hold the reins of office. It 
-.vas at one time thought in this State that, 
if it were poseible to pass adult suffrage, it 
would be the end of parties holding the 
views of hon. members opposite, but we 
have diecovered that it is still possible for 
a non-progressive party to sit on the Minis-
terial benches. · 

Mr. SrZER: This will be an attempt to 
rectify the anomaly? 

Mr. KIRW AN: No, it is not an attempt. 
I am pointing out that every extension of 
the franchise hns not brought about what 
was predicted by those who opposed it. 
The very people who opposed adult franchise, 
because thev believed it would, mean their 
doom, are still able to get on the Treasury 
benches, notwithstanding that we have got 
adult suffrage in the States of the Com
monwealth. Quite a number of people be
lieved that with the -enfranchisement of 
7,000,000 people in Britain as a result of 

the Electoral Act passed there prior to the 
last election, the conservative element would 
have been wiped out as the controlling 
power in British politie-;, but, as a matter 
of fact, we find it more firmly entrenched 
than ever. The people who opposed that 
Bill believed that it would put on the 
Treasury benches the full strength of the 
Labour element; but, as a matter of fact, 
the powerful moneyed influence in Great 
Britain is more firml:v 'entrenched on the 
Treasury benches than at any time in the 
history of Great Britain. Therefore, it is 
not to be predicted that with the passage 
of this Bill it will not be possible for the 
Opposition to get into power at the next 
elections. If such a thing should happen, I 
wonder how hon. members opposite would 
reconcile their predictions with the actual 
result. As far as the political parties are 
concerned, this measure will make very little 
or any difference, as was the case with the 
extension of the franchise to women. I trust 
that the Bill will be passed, and that Queens
land will show that it is out to attempt 
things which evidently some of the older 
countries of the world are afraid to touch. 
Let us not be deterred by the Jeremiah cries 
of hon. gentlemen who represent the par
ticular views held by those who now sit on the 
Opposition benches in this House. 

At ten minutes to 10 o'clock p.m., 

The SPEAKER r<:'cumed the chair. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I do not know 
that the hon. member for Brisbane has 
been very convincing in the speech which he 
has just delivered. The sum total of that 
speech seems to be that if this franchise is 
granted it will not make very much dif
ference, and, therefore, we ought to offer no 
objection to it. I think a Bill that requires 
the support of reasoning of that sort, cannot 
be a very substantial one. It is t1sual that 
a great reform movement such as this should 
be submitted to the people; that it should 
be the subject-matter of discussion on the 
platform before the Government undertakes 
to translate it into statutory law. I am not 
aware that the subject-mat'ter of giving in
fants a votR has been before the people. 

Hon. J. LARCOMBE : It is a plank of the 
platform. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: It may be a plank of 
the platform now, but unless it is put before 
the people in the policy speech of the Premier, 
It crmnot be regarded that the Government 
has a mandate from the people to translate 
it into legislative action. A lot of things 
may bo in the platform, but until they are 
put before the people and discus,ed before 
the .electors they are not ordinarly made the 
subJect-matter of a Bill before Parliament. 
If the hon. member will suggest that this Bill 
is part of the Barcaldine policv or part of 
the 'l'ownsville policy put befor'e the people 
and discussed on the plaform then I could 
understand his argument. ' 

Hon. J. LARCO:IfBE: It is in the platform. 

Mr, MACARTNEY: The hon. gentleman 
will have some difficulty in making this 
House belie·ve that this matter was placed 
before the country, and that the Government 
!(O~ a mandate fron; the country to embody 
It m an Act of Parliament. It may be quite 
true that Ol.!r electoral laws may be worthy 
of the consideration of this House from 
many points of view, such as the subject of 
proportional representation, which would 

Mr. M acartney.] 
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give the people an opportunity of having 
t'1e varied interest"; of the State represented 
in this House, or a policy of compulsory 
preferential Yoting, which would perhaps also 
enlarge the choice of the people. I may say 
that as far as I am concC"rned. that the party 
on this side of the House would not offer any 
objection to such a proposal, and are quite 
prepared to discuss the subject with the 
Government with a view to adopting either 
principle. Anothe1: matter which calls for 
the· attention of hon. members of this House 
is the matter which has already been men
tioned to-night by the hon. member for Bris
bane; that is the qqestion of one vote one 
valuP, or a redistribution of seats. The hon. 
member for Brisbane said we had a redis
tribution here in 1911. I think the redis
tribution took place somewhere about 1910. 
i\lany changes have taken place in Queens
land since then. The hon. member pointed 
out that Queensland is a plaf'e subject to quick 
changes owing to its vast areas and owing 
to settlement in different parts of the State, 
and I quite agree with him. Ten years have 
gone by, and vast changes haYe tak<:m place. 
The· electorate of Bulimba has been men
tion<'d in contradistinction to the electorate 
of Chillagoe, but those are not the only two 
electorates in regard to which there is a 
very gTeat divergency in point of numbers. 
Many othE c electorates have very many more 
electors than their proper quota, and there 
should have been a redistribl!tion long since 
in the interests of Queensland and in the 
interests of this House. ThNefore I say 
there is quite a number of electoral matters 
which mi0ht be put fairly and properly 
before this House without entering upon 
what must appeal to many people as some
thing in the nature of a joke in con
ferring votes on the infant population of 
the State. ·There cannot be any particular 
reason for it. Many of the young people of 
eighteen are at •r,hool or other educational 
eshblishments. Many are starting in the 
very p.u]y days of their apprenticeship, and 
there can be no reason for conferring a 
vote on them. If we confer the vote on 
children, we might as well releaoe all those 
laws which are for the prot0ction of infants. 
As a matter of fact, if any hon. gentleman 
cares to read the t0xt-books on the· subject 
of infants and guardians, he will find a vast 
body of laws provided for the protection of 
the infant and infant's propertv, and thev 
are protected by the courts untif they obtain 
the full mature age of twenty-one years. They 
cannot deal with their own property. Of 
course, there are, perhaps, some exceptions 
under our land law'S with a view to induc
ing young people, _probably further advanced 
than most of the1r age, to settle upon the 
land, but that is a quite exceptional instance. 
If we are going to confer the franchise on 
them, then the next step is to remove from 
them the protection which their infancy gives 
them, and that would not be a good thing for 
them or for the State, and would not help 
towards their education and advancement. It 
has bBen said that the franchise is conferred 
on "outhful people in some of the States of 
America. I have here the" Statesmen's Year 
Book," of 1918, a book which has been pub

lished for fifty-five years in succe•ssion, and 
I have bcE)n unable to find any of the Ameri
can Sbtes that have that particular fran
c ,ise. I am not prepared to say that there 
may not be one or that there may not be 
two, bnt I have not been able to put my 
finger on any. But I find in the States of 
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New York, New Hampshire. and other 
States, that there is only a manhood suffrage, 
and the vote is not even extende·d to women. 
I find, as compared with Belgium, France, 
and Italy that we in Queensland are up to 
date ah:~ady,. if not much in advance of 
those countries, so far as a wide extension of 
the franchise to the people is concerned. 
In Belgium, in caBe' the franchise is 
restricted to people of thirty years of age ; 
in some cases to twenty-five yEars of age, 
and in one case an extra Yote is given to 
responsible- persons, having lawful issue, of 
thirty ;~·ears of age. 

In France, I think, the suffrage is man
hood, at the age of twenty-one. It is not 
quite clear whether in Italy it is manhoo.d 
st~ffrage or citizen suffrage, but the age 1s 
twenty-one. 'At any rate, I have been un
able to find among Europe;m countries any 
suggestion of a franchise based on the age 
of eighteen vears. \Ve have nothing to go 
o:u. Hon: members on the other side say, 
"\Ye lead; others follow." I think that 
th0Y have been carried away bv a certain 
rm~unt of swelled-headedness. ·ThE!Y have 
certainlv carried out the instructions of the 
1·ecent ·Labour conferenoe, which decided 
that the franchise should be extEJnded. 
Naturally, members .on the other side. think 
in the light of then conference decision
that the people have spoken and thoy are 
acting on a mandate of the people. That 
may bEJ the reason for the measure. Person
ally, I agree with certain members on this 
s;de of the House who have suggested that 
IY1cmbers opposite see in the poc;;ible igno
rance or want of expP,rience of the young 
people the possibility of a greater amount of 
support for the more attractive programme 
Khich they can put before the people, 
people who are unable to calc':'late what the 
result thereof mav be. I thmk that hon. 
n·embers might be wise if they dropped the 
Bill altogether and tried to let the people of 
Queensland imagine or believe that they a_re 
r<>sponsible beings, willing to .carry out affall's 
in the inte1·ests of the State m a proper way 
to the end of providin11 the greatest amo':'nt 
of prosperity and happmess. I do n?t thm.k 
that members opposite can be takmg t_h1s 
thing really seriot>sly. At any rate, nothmg 
that hon. meinb~rs on the other side have 
said is going to affect the attitude of mem
bers here in regard to what appears to me 
to be a mad scheme. \Ve do not know or 
consider what the effect is going to be. on 
the vote' of the people; V\ e know what Is a 
reasonable and proper attitude to. 3!dopt, .and 
we express ourselves from that pomt of v1ew. 

I do not want to detain the House by goi~g 
into other matters. I can only say that, m· 
regard to any provisions that affec~ the ques
twn of having a properl_y co~sbtutEld roll 
on which everybody who IS ent1tl~d. to vote 
is enrolled, and on which nobody 1s mclu_ded 
who is not entitled to vote-becau•e, I thmk, 
that is a fair basis between party and party 
-we are preparfld to help the. Government. 
There is no desire to have an lmpr.oper roll 
to help thi;; party. All we want 1s a per
fectly fair, clean roll, and allow the votes 
of the people to sett]() who shall represent 
them in this Chamber. One cannot help· 
noticing what has been _going on. for ~he 
lw3t three or four y_ears m connectwn w1th 
elections conducted m the State. Onfl can
rot help noticing the transfer of the 
electoral department from the Home Depart
r~ent to the Justice Departm{Jnt. I .would 
like to know the true, inward meanmg of 
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that. \Ve know that, in connection with 
the conduct and management of our electoral 
i'olls, the police rendered thE) Home Depart
n•ent the greatest assistance in connection 
with the maintenance and supervision of the 
rolls, and that the administration of that 
-department was the most convenient. The 
change was made for a purpose; we 
have not been told what it was. "\Ve have 
·certainly seen certain things in connection 
with the soldierc,' vote as exercised at the 
io'-t election. \Ve have seen things that are 
calculated to make us just a little bit sus
_ricious. Vi'hen we come to these provisions 
w the Bill, I hope the Government will dis
·cuss them with a view to doing that which 
is fair and that which is right, and enable 
u~ to get a roll to which we can all have 
recourse with th'l satisfaction of knowing 
that the election will be conducted on a fair 
basis. But, so far as the infant vote is con
cerned, I can only a~9ure hon. members on 
1lw other side that it will have the strongest 
possible opposition from members on this 
side. 

Question-That the Bill be now read a 
second time-put and passed. 

1'he consideration of the Bill in Committee 
was made an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at five minutes past 
10 o'clock p.m. 
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