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'fm:RSDAY, 11 SEPTEMBER, 1919. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Lennon, Hcrbert) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock p.m. 

QUESTIONS. 

HOOKWORM DISEASE-STEPS TO COMBAT 
SPREAD. 

Mr. SMITH (Jfaclcay) asked the Home 
Secretary-

" 1. What steps are being takep. by 
the Health Department to combat th<~ 
spread of the hookworm disease in thi~ 
State? 

"2 How manv cases of hookworm 
were. reported d,;ring the financial year 
ended June, 1919 ? 

" 3. How many deaths occurroo during 
the same 'period? 

" 4. What exp<J.nditure is the Govern­
ment committed to for dealing with th<' 
disease during the present financial year·; 

" 5. \Vhat proportion is being incurr<:'d 
by the Commonwealth Government? 

" 6. What grant has been mado by thP 
Rockefell'#r Institute, and what arrange­
ments have been made with this body~ 

" 7. What is the number of the medical 
staff engaged in coping with this disease? 

"8. Has th!;l co-operation of the local 
authorities been secured to the fullest 
possible extent in preventin~ the spread 
of this disease by the adoptiOn of up-toe 
date methods of sanitation?" 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. W­
McCormack, Cairns) replied-

" 1. Working in conjunction with the. 
Rockefeller Foundation, as represente<l 
by Dr. Waite, and later Dr. LambPrt. 
Also for years past have issued a de­
partmental pamphlet • Warning t<> 
Parenh.' 

"2. Notified under the Health Acts­
Metropolitan area, 1 (Toombul); outsido 
areas, 30; total, 31. (Mackay, 8; Kil­
cov, 5; Mirani, 3: Maryborough, 3; 
L~ndsborough, 2; Miriam V ale, 2; Sar­
ina, 2; Caboolture, 1; J ohnstone, 1; 
Pioneer, 1; 'roowoomba, 1; Winton, 1). 
Dr. Lambert and Dr. Waite reported 
for nine months ending 31st July, 1919, 
as result of microscopical examination 
having· found 4,478 whites and 666 ab­
originals, or a total of 5,144 infect~rl, 
from Townsville to Cooktown. 

"3. One. 
"4. £6,000. 
"5. £6,000. 
" 6. £8,000 for first year, and for a 

five years' campaign £30,000. The Rock('­
feller Foundation is providing medical 
experts to con~uct the ca;npaign, s:lb­
iect to an adnsory committee, consist­
ing of Commissioner of Public Health, 
Dr. Moore (chairman); Commonwealth 
Quarantine .Officer, Dr. . Elki!'gto:n; 
Dir.,ctor Insbtute of Trop.wal Diseas.es, 
Dr. Brienl ; and the Chwf Executive 
Officer, Dr. Sawyer, of the Rockefeller 
Foundation. 
1919-2 X 

" 7 In the first campaign, which will 
cease. on the 30th o'f this month, and be 
superseded by the larger campaign, one 
medical expert from the RockefeiJcr 
Foundation. 'rhere will be four m~wal 
ml'IJ; attached to the n<Jw campaign, 
under the Chief Executive Officer, Dr. 
Sawyer. 

"8. Doctors \Vaite and Lambert re­
ported that. local authoritie~ gave every 
possible assistanc\) by adop~m& the latest 
up-t.o-<late methods of samtat10n, a~, re­
quired by the Health Department. 

BEDS AVAILABLE AT THE GENERAL HoSPITAL, 
BRISBANE. 

Mr. RIORDA);" (Burke), in the absence of 
Mr. Whitford, asked the Home Seoretary-;-

" 1 What number of beds are avail· 
,ble 'at the General Hospital, Brisbane, 
for males and females for venereal d.is­
eases, not including the women's special 
ward? 

'' 2. If there arq none available, will 
he see that they are made available forth­
with?" 

The HOME SECRETARY replied­
" 1. None at present. 
"2. The matt0r will receiv<;l considertJ.­

tion." 

SEAT OF MEMBER FOR MARANOA. 

Mr. Bl<JBBINGTO~ (Drayton) asked the 
Premier-

" 1. Is it true that the honourable 
member for Maranoa is resigning his 
seat in the Legislative Assembly? 

" 2. If so when will the by-election 
io fill the v~cancy be held?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. T. J. Ryan, Barcoo) 
l'Pplied- • . 

" 1 and 2. The information sought m 
these questions will be disclosed at the 
proper time." 

lMPE!WING RESIGNATION OF MEMBER FOR 
LEICHHARDT. 

Mr. BEFBINGTON asked the Premier-
" Wh.;n does he propose to ho_ld the 

by-election to fill the vacapcy m the 
House caused bv the resignation or im­
pending resignation of the honourable 
member for Leichhardt ?" 

The PREMIER replied-
" See my answer to pre;!ous question 

of the honourable member_ 

WoLSTO!i Pot:LTRY FARMS AXD STATE 
ABATTOIRS. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON asked the Ministc;r 
for Repatriation or the Secretary for Publw 
Lands-

" l_ Is the area of 100 acres at "\Vol­
ston listed fm· soldiers' settlement as 
poultrv farms the same land that was 
purchased by the Denham Government 
for public abattoirs or State meatworks 
to freeze on owners' -account? 

" 2. If so, do the Government !ntencl 
purchasing any other land near Brisbane 
to erect public abattoirs pr State meat­
works, or will they dress and freeze 
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meat on owners' account to make them 
indep<;ndent of" m('atworks in ·good 
6easons ?" 

The PREMIER replied­
" 1. No. 
"2. See Ko. 1.'" 

PROCEED~ OF Tr>IBER SALES AND LOANS FROM 
SAVINGS BANK. 

Mr. MORGAN asked the Treasurer-
" 1. Is it a fact that the Savings. Bank 

Commissioner is demanding a p01·tion of 
proceeds for sale of timber from selectors 
who have borrowed from the bank? 

"2. If so, what amo1.1nt is claimed, and 
when was this new departure intro­
duce-d?" 

The TREAS'CRER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillagoe) replied-

" 1. Yes, in certain cases where the 
Commissioner considers it desirable for 
the protection of the bank's interests, the 
amount being credited to the borrower's 
account. 

" 2. The amount claimed is determined 
in relation to the circumstances of the 
parti~ular case, and the· practice has been 
followed since tlw early years of the late 
Agricultural Bank." 

MINISTERS' TRA YELLING EXPEXSES. 
Mr. MORGAN asked the Premier-

" \Vhat travelling expenses 
were allowed Ministe-rs when 
awav from Brisbane during 
ended 30th June, 1919 ?" 

The PREMIER replied-

per day 
travelling 
the year 

" The practice is ti1at Ministers draw 
either at the rate of £2 2s. per day or 
the·ir actual expenses." 

TRA YELLING EXPENSES OF INDIVIDUAL 
J}1IXISTERS. 

Mr. MORGAN asked the Premier-
" 1. The amount paid or incurred by 

the State in respect of the travelling 
expenses of each individt!al member of 
the Ministry for the ye·ar ended 30th 
June, 1919? 

"2. The amount paid or incurred by 
the State in respect of the travelling 
expenses of each member of the Ministry 
during the year ended 30th June; 1915 ?" 

The PREMIER replied-

" 1 and 2. There is already a notice of 
motion on the business-paper asking for 
this information. In the meantime, such 
information is being collected, and will 
be furnished in conjunction with amounts 
of e·xpenditure incurred by Ministers in 
previous Administrations at other times, 
in addition to those mentioned in the 
question." 

AGENT·GENERAL-APPOINT:ci!ENT AND SALARY OF 
HoN. J. M. HuNTER. 

Mr. MORGAN asked the Premier-
" Upon what terms as regards-(a) 

period of appointment, (b) salary, (c) 

travelling allowances, has Mr. J. M. 
Hunter been appointed Agent-General 
for Queensland in London?" 

The PRE::\oHER replied-
" IYir. Hunter has not yet been 

appointed." 

BLOCK No. 184, PIKEDALE RETURNED SOLDIERS' 
SETTLEMENT. 

Mr. SW AYNE asked the Secretary for 
Public Lands-

" To whom has block Ko. 184, Pike­
dale R0turned Soldiers' Settlement, been 
allotted?" · 

The PREMIER replied-
,, Portion 184, on the Pikedale Soldiers' 

Settlement, was allotted on the 16th June, 
1919, to Douglas Heaton Brown, an hon­
ourablv ·discharged soldier, who is re-gis­
tered 'with and approved by the Land 
Settlement Committee of the Queensland 
\V ar CounciL" 

ROCKHUJPTON ::\fAIL TRAIN-DELAY IN 
ARRIVAL AT BRISBANE. 

Mr. CORSER asked the Secretary for 
Railways-

" 1. Did the mail train from Rock· 
hampton to Brisbane, le-aving Rockhamp­
ton yesterday, the 9th instant, run to 
time-table time to Brisbane? 

"2. If late, how much was this train 
late at Brisbane? 

"3. If late, to what cause was the delay 
attributed? 

" 4. \V ere any repairs booked against 
the· engine taken off this train at Mary­
borough ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. A. Fihelly, Paddington) replied­

" 1. Ko. 
"2. It was two hours twelve minutes 

late arriving at Brisbane. 
"3. Dr·fective engines. 
'~ 4. Ye.s." 

JI.IOTOR·CARS AND TRAFFIC REG'CLATIONS. 
Mr. ROBERTS (Ertst Toowoomba), in the 

absence of Mr. Elphinstone, asked the Home 
Secretarv-

" \vith a view to increasing the sufety 
of pedr;;trians and reducing accidents 
occasioned by motor vehicles, will he 
consider the advisability of so amending 
the traffic regulations as to render it 
necessary for every person who desires 
to drive a car to pass a test, and if 
found capable a license to be issued, 
such license to be subject to endorse­
ment or cancellation upon conviction for 
any offence against traffic regulations?" 

The HOME SECRETARY replied­
" The matter will be considered." 

TABLING OF ESTIMATES. 
Mr. FRY (Kurilpa), in the absence of Mr. 

Sizer, asked the Treasurer-
" When mav the Estimates for the 

year 1919-20 be expected to be tabled?" 

The TREASURER replied-
" I am not, in a position, at present, to 

indicate a definite date." 
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APPOINTMENT OF :viR. VALENTINE J. CROWLE'I" 
!S CONS<:LTJNG II YD!lO-Er.ECTRICAL ENGINEER. 

: Mr. FRY, in tlw ab;c·nc!' of Mr. Sizer, 
:'Lsked the Trmtsurer--· 

·' 1. SPcing that YalPntine J. Crowley, 
·c~ ho we." recently appointed consulting 
hydro-el<>ctrical engineer to the Govern­
ment, was convicted and fined in Vic­
toria for di~loyal utterances, is he a fit 
person to receivP such appointment? 

"2. '\\'ill he tak" immediate steps to 
terminate his appointment? 

"3. Could not a competent returned 
soldier or local engine<:'r bl' procured to 
carry out this work"" 

The TREASURER replied-

" 1. I han• no knowledge of the state­
ment made bv tlH' hon. member concern. 
ing Mr. Cro\vley. 

"2 and 3. Sec answer to No. 1." 

RAILWAY SER\-ANTR-REFcSAL TO CARRY 
POLICE. 

Mr. FRY, in the absence of l\ilr. Sizer, 
asked the Secretary for Railways~ 

"1. Have those railwav servants who 
were recently puni c.hed for refusing to 
carry police from Charters Towers to 
Townsville, and for other offences inci­
denLtl thereto, been pardoned bv the 
R~ilway Ccmmissioner in conn~ction 
w1th the peace celebrations remissions 
made to railway employees a few days 
ago? 

"2. Upon what dab was the offence 
of refusing to carry police mentioned 
above committed? 

"3. Upon what date were the offender:> 
sentenced by the department?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

"1. Yes. 

" 2. 3rd July, 1919. 

"3. After c~sual preliminary inquiries 
and explanations, they were suspended 
on 9th July. ::\' o officer was sentenced." 

STATE MARKETS-ELECTIVE BOARD OF ADVICE. 

. Mr. JAMES (Logan) asked the Minister 
m charge of State Enterprises-

" Will he provide for the election by 
suppliers to and purchasers from the 
State markets, when resident in ilhe 
State of Queensland, of a board of 
directors to advise the manager of the 
State markets on their conduct and. 
management, in order to combine the 
personal interest of co-operative control 
with the stability of State finance?" 

The PREMIER replied-

" The suggestion of the hon. member 
will receive my consi,deration." 

PAPER. 

The following paper, laid on the table 
was ordered to be printed:- ' 

Rule of Court as o£ Monday, the 25th 
day of August, 1919. 

ERADICATIOK AKD PREVEKTION OF 
THE SPREAD OF PRICKLY-PEAR. 

RESUMPTIOX OF DEBATE. 

Mr. GUNK _(Carnm'l'on): Thi;; prickly­
pear question IS a very seriou~ question 
indeed, and a very old one, and I am afraid 
that it will be many y"ars before we get 
rid of this menaee. Some few sessions ago, 
it was mentioned in the Governor's Speech 
that the Government were starting a State 
arsenic min(! as one method of dealing with 
the prickly-pear. If w.c had arsenic given 
to us for nothing we would not be much 
further ahead than we are at the present 
time. It is not the cost of the poison that 
you inject into th~ pear, but the cost of the 
labour you use to put the arsenic there 
which it the most serious item. I am sorry 
to ~av that since the Labour Government 
has c~mc into power. the pear has increased 
at a greater rate than it di-d before. Of 
com·Be, I know that the war may be blamed, 
to a certain extent, for the want of labour; 
the men have been awaY at the other end 
of the world, and could" not, of course, be 
~ngaged in prickly-pear eradication, but, at 
the same time, one reason why the pear 
menace is not dealt with in manv cases 
as it should be is because of the war. Pre­
vious to the war prickly-pear clearing was 
on" of the employrnents which men were 
often glad to take up between one seasonal 
occupation and another, when thev were 
unemployed. It was quite a c'?mmo;1 thing 
to form a pear gang. and pronde tents and 
ev~rything connected with the eradication 
of pricklv-pear. Of course, thB wages were 
not up to the maximum, because it was 
looked upon as a sort of relief work. l\'l:any 
of the old men who were not able to do a 
full day's work wer<; glad to get into these 
camps and put in the slack time of the 
year, and in that \Vay many a farm was 
cleared of prickly-pear, and grazing farms 
and pastoral leases were also cleared. Then 
the McCawley award was made, which fixed 
th~ rate for rwickl:. -pear cutting at, I think, 
£2 18s. a week, and the employer had to 
find the men with implements and one thing 
and another. I know that prickly-pear cut­
ting is not nice work, but it is one of those 
occupations that the person "ho is clear­
ing the p~ar gets nothing out of. In fact, 
ii anybody gets anything out of it at all, it 
is the State, and I think it is one of those 
occupations which could well have been 
left out of the Arbitration award . 

OPPOSITION MEoiBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. GUNN: Men who were out of a job 

looked forward to being able to get prickly­
p~ar cutting, but when the rates were in­
creased to those given to station hands, or 
even more. the consequence was that the 
cost of eradicating prickly-pear increased out 
of all reason. 

Mr. COLLINS : The price of wool has ris~n 
out of all reason. 

Mr. GUKK: Yes, and the income tax 
has risen out of all reason. You take 10s. 
in the £1 now from the perwn who grows 
wool. The fact remains that there are none 
of those prickly-pear gangs on new. 'I'he 
men who were glad to take that job are now 
walking the roads. and the prickly-pear is 
growing apace. In parts of my electorate, 
the owners of the land, under various tenures, 
cleared the pear some years ago. but the 
Government have reseryes and roads on which 
the prickly-pear is growing. The birds 

Mr. Gunn.] 



708 E1·u.dication and Prevention of [ASSEMBLY.] the Spread of Prickly-pear. 

~prca<l the seeds over the land, and the 
cost of the, pear destruction which has to be 
done every year amounts to far more than 
the rent which is naid to the Government. 
The least the Government could do would 
be to subscribe to some fund to assist the 
local authorities to keen the pear off roads 
and reservet~. It is v~rv hard, when a man 
has spent all his money' in clearing his land 
of pear, that the Government should allow 
the pear to grow alongside him. In my 
opinion, there is only one method that is 
going to eradicate the prickly-pear; that is, 
by means of some other pest, either a fungus 
or an insect. No matter how effective the 
poisons you may use may bc, you have to 
get la hour to apply those poi•ons, and tha 
consequence is that on account of the heavy 
cost involved, it would pay you better never 
lo clear the land at all. It would pay you 
better to leave Australia altogether th:w 
to clear prickly-pear land at a cost of £10 
or £20 an acre. I know that we have a 
Bureau of Science appointed by the Federal 
Government, but it is very slow in workin~·. 
We had a Prickly-pear Commission appointed 
in the time of the Denham Government. It 
was called a roving commission, as they went 
round the world. That Commission did some 
!I"Ood, and reported on quite a number of 
insects which live on pr~ckly-pear plants. 
Over twenty different varieties were re­
ported upon, but there was only one that 
w.as introduced in Queensland, and I think 
that was introduced more by accident that 
a.nything else. \V e can quite understand 
that the Federal Government, or any 0ther 
Government, are very chary about intro­
ducing any foreign insect into Queensland, 
because we do not know what it will do 
when it gets here. It may also eat lucerne 
or vegetables, and do great damage to crops. 
But one insect got through somehow or 
other, and that is the wild cochineal. This 
wild cochineal insect was sent to Charters 
Towers, because that is the only locality in 
Queensland where the particular variety of 
pear on which that wild eochineal feeds is 
to be found. The pear in that district hae 
been exterminated. I do not know why it 
is, but the wild cochineal will eat nothing 
else but that on<:> variety of pear, and when 
that pear dies the insect becomes extinct. 
That is an extraordinary thing. In other 
parts of the world prickly-pear is not a 
menace such as it is in Queensland, beealb<' 
in those countries where the pear is foun:l 
there is always eome natural enemy of the 
pear. Of course, the pear is not extermi­
nated, and in South America, and other 
parts of the world, you find. patches of 
prickly-pear, but it does not spread as it. 
does in Queensland. The only thing we 
can do in Queensland to deal with the pest 
is to introduce oomc of the"c foreign insects 
or fungi, but in the meantime our Gov<·rn· 
ment' apparently <tre neglectful of their dutv 
in this regar,d. \Ve hardly conceive that i't 
is the menace it reallv is. It is said that the 
pest is only found in the southern portion 
of Queensland. but it is spreading 0 ver the 
best part of Queensland. It is taking the 
be,t land, and it will be no time before 
the whole of Queensland will be covered with 
prickly-pear if some pest is not introduced 
to destroy it. I know it is a hard thing for 
any Governm<>nt to deal with, but the Go­
Ternment have introduced an Unemployed 
Bill, and they take on all sorts of things. 
Now, the Government have a State farm 
of nearly one-third of Queensland which is 

[.Mr. Gumz-. 

Qovered with prickly-pear, and there is any 
amount of work on that State farm for the 
unemployed. It is only a question of how 
you can make the elearing of pear pay. I 
would be very glad if the Government could 
clear the prrckly-pear and g<•t the co;;t of 
clearing it from any Bettler. That is the 
great difficulty. I hope that some method 
will be devised by which we can get rid of 
the pear at a reasonable cost, but as far aB 
I can see, there is only one method, and that 
is to introduce one or more insects or fungi 
that will destroy tho pear. The Denham 
Government instituted an experiment station 
at Dulacca, presided over by Dr. Jean ·white. 
A good deal of research work was done there, 
and it is a pity that the expf'riment station 
was discontinued at the time it was. If ii 
had been allowed to continue, very likely by 
this time we would havE' got a lot nearer a 
solution of the difficulty than W<:> have at tho 
present time. There is one bright thing 
with reference to prickly-pear. I do noi 
know whether any0ne has ever noticed it, 
but land that is grossly infected with pear, 
when the pear is eradicated, the land seems 
to be more fertile than land that has never 
been covered with pear. The reason fo"r thall 
is that the prickly-pear absorbs potash from 
tho atmosphere, and when it dies it leaVQ5 
that potash in the soil. This is a very 
serious question, and I hope the Hou,;e in 
its wisdom will carry the motion. 

Mr. HARTLEY (Fitzroy) : I wish to have 
a few words on this motion, not that the pear 
is any great menace in my electorate, bu1 
I have been struck with the foot that afte:r 
all the continual discussion that takes pla,.ce 
about prickly-pear eradication and the deal­
ing with prickly-pear no roolly practiool 
suggestion is offered with all the suggetJ. 
tions put forward from time to time. It 
is said you want poison ; you woant to 
dear it, and all that sort of thing, and yet 
everybody knows that in nine cases out of 
ten it would cost eight or nine times the 
value of the land to clear the prickly-pear. 
·when that is so, there is only one way to 
deal with the matter, and that is to find 
a method by which you will . get. a return 
frcm· the pear commensurate with the cost of 
elearing it. Nearly all our prickly-pear land, 
even if it had no pear on it at all, could be 
bought for £1 an acre, or even less. There 
is no doubt that thn elearing of pear is a. 
big problem·. I looked over the speech of 
the hon. member for Murilla, and I think 
that he is to be <'omplimented on the energy 
and industry and rt"<earch he displayed in 
collecting those figures. I have not tho 
slightPst doubt, from my own personal ex­
perience in travelling round the country, that 
those figures are a long way under the mark. 
He has not overdrawn them. The problem 
is a vNy big one. It would be too costl:y a 
thing for the C:ovl'rnment to take up an.d 
IJ1erely eradicate the pear for tho value of 
the land, because the land value is not there 
in comparison to the cost of clearing the 
pear. It has been suggested that the pear 
should be used for feeding cattle. That idea. 
falls short, for the ·simple reason that. 
according to the bulletin of the Bureau of 
Sc·ience and Industry, if you fed all the 
<'at-tle in Queensland on pear-if that w•.,ro 
possible-you could only cope with the annual 
rate of increase of the pear. So that knocke 
that proposition on the head. '.ro use it for 
its commercial products also falls short, be­
cause the value of the <'ommercial product.! 
is insufficient. Decimal five of the weight of 
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the green pear only is the quantity of alcohol 
spirit that could be used as a power spirit. So 
it comes to this: that you have to find some 
method of combining all these things while 
clearing the land of pear, and I am satisfied 
that that can be done, but there must be 
a big incentive to men who are prepared to 
go into the que•tion and ~udy out how it 
ca.n be done. Sometime back, Mr. Stopford 
liLSked my assistance with him on beha.lf of 
a friend of his who had invented a machine 
to deal with pear. I notice that the 
Bureau ?f Sciencp and Industry ~ays that 
no machuw has evpr bePn invented or con­
structed that will clear th" pPar. I beg 
to differ from that. I say such a machine 
has been eonstructod. and I "av that the Go­
vernment ought t!' take up any proposition, 
no mattE'r how Wild it may appear to them. 
and give assi~tance to anvonp with a similai· 
!dea, becaust•, gt>npreJly spPaking. the clerks 
m the department arp not judgeJ. 'l'hPy may 
be very good elerks, and mav know a good 
deal about land settlement. a"I;d that sort of 
thing, lmt they are not judge8 as to what 
may be a mechanical or manufacturing possi­
bility, and, therefore. they are not capablo 
of condemning any proposition that ma.y be 
h_rought forward for ,[lpa]ing with this quc>s­
tlon. I agree- with a suggnRtion of thP hon. 
member for Norlllanbv for a board to dpa] 
with the pear CjliPsti(m. I think a board 
should be. <~reared with a manufacturers' 
re.pn,sentath-e, an PnginN~ring- representa­
tive, and possibly al~o an Pxpert in land 
cultivation. to considPr any proposal brought 
forward for the eradication of prickly-pear. 
If that ha·d been donP, I am satisfied there 

would have bN•n a machine on 
[4 p.m.J the market in Queensland at tlw 

present tim<' that would havP 
gone 90 per cent. of thP way towards dealing 
with the prickly-lJear question. In relation 
to the machine I am speaking of (though I 
never saw it in a<•tual work). from report.< 
otnd plans and deseription I am satisfied, as 
a., pra.ctical enginPPl', it will do the work. It 
is driven by a 30 horse-power motor 
engine, and would cut a 4-foot swathe 
into the pear, take the pear into itself, grind 
it up small, something after the style of 
eawdust, and pas:; it out at the back. The 
machine was given a trial at Dulacca, and, 
although it was not regarded as perfect, Mr. 
TAmple Clerk said that it gave very good 
results, and that, with som'e minor improve­
ments. and if strPngthellf•d in certain places, 
he had no doubt it would eradicate the pear 
in ordinary infestt>d countr~-: and I hav<' 
no doubt that that is ~;o. The maker, 
a. practieal engineer. elaimP.d that it could 
clear 7 acres of heavily infcstPd pear in a 
day. When lw ''"as asked what he considered 
heavily inf<·stPd country lw said, ''Well. not 
under lOO t,ons of pPar to the acre "; but I 
think there is a lot of much heavier-infested 
country than that in l.>nPl'mland. '!'hat would 
reduce tlw cost of cl"aring th0 rwar to a 
very low figure for a start : but something 
more iR 11ccessary in t.l1P -...va:_\~ of saving by­
products. Th" enginN•r admith'<l that he could 
improve the machiiw so that all thP liquid 
from tlw ground green leaYGR could havP 
been conserved in tanks. That would yield 
.5 per cent. of alcohol for powr,r ~pirit. Then 
the residuum eould bP used for various pur­
poses. MixPd with other bett0r ft>ed, it could 
be used a' a cattlP fodder, or it might be 
used for a eommereial product to take the 
place of light timb<'r. Another man who 
was intPrestr<d in the CJlWstion approached 

me about the same tinw. and, after discus­
sion, I said to him. " If I wanted to deal 
with the prickly-pear, I would try to make 
it into som0 useful article that could be 
sold at a profit. Why don't you experiment 
on the lin<'s of compressing the residuum into 
light boards for partitioning or roofing 
purposes?., He wt>nt away. and some time 
after he camt> back and showed me a piece 
of millboard made out of prickly-pear fibre. 
According to the Bureau of Science and In­
dustry 100 tons of green prickl~·-pear is cap­
able of producing 1 ton of fibre, so that, on 
the average, 1 ton of fibre capable of being 
supplied for the manufacturp of the coarser 
<'lasses of paper or millboard cD~lld be pro­
dueed to the aere of pear. 'This man had 
a board about ~-inch thick and sonw 6 inches 
square. That is only one> product of the 
]JPar. Any Pngineer .know8 tha.t from the 
wastp prodm·ts of varwus ma;mfaetu~es you 
ean manufal'turP compressed fibre wluch can 
la' used for skids. brake blocks, and gearmg 
whep]s: and it is quite possible that from 
thE' pricklv-p<>ar fibre wP eould mak<> com­
pre's<>d blocks and wheels for machinery 
purposes equal to the fibrite or ironite that 
we get frDm Am<>rica.. I would suggest to 
th<> Government and to thP movPr of the 
motion it is worth whilP offpring a big 
reward for ideas of maehines like these. lb 
is no •mod with a qut>stion of this .wrt. 
Ji}verv ~ear tlw pear is spreading· very fast. 
Big areas of country that fourte<>n or fifteen 
years ago were absolutely cle~r of pe~r art" 
now badly infested. The bip; agcncres of 
infestatior: are the crcPks <lil<l river,. and. 
what is worse, the sea. 

Mr. l.'ETERSOX: 'rhc crow. 

Mr. HARTLEY: The crow is rosponsible 
to a certain t>xtent, but it does not, do one­
half as much in spreading the> pest as water. 
In a recent trip along the co!lst I la~ded at 
sm·eral plaees, and was surprised .to hnd .the 
pear growing in most barren and maccessible 
place'<, and tht> only wa~ !n which it co;,tld 
have got thpre, in my opmwn. was ~y bemg 
washed up by the sea. ~ have seen 1t !?row­
ing at high-wate-r mark m t_he sand. :Cnle.ss 
thP problem i:; grap_Pied ~nth soon. It Will 
not be worth grapplmg with at all, because 
it will be too big and too expmsivP to 
gra pp!<- with. ~n view of ~he sen_ousness of 
tht> menace. it IS worth while paymg to get 
some-thing ef!ieient, effective. and speedy to 
cope with thP pest, and we must be prepared 
to pay men for tlw :.rs'-' of their brains a:nd 
their industrv. ThP mventor of the machme 
to which I have referred informed me, that 
he has had nothing but dic,cour~gem<>nt. ever 
Rin<'-L' he startf;d. Ho is a worlnng eng1nee!, 
and he had a blaeksmith for a I'!wte and ~IS 
,.on. He hwd e•xperienced notlnng bl!t, drs­
<'onragement. both from the ~ew Bouth 
\Yaks GoYPrnment and from thts \}overn­
nwiit. SePing th(' real dangc•r .t]>ere IS from 
the pear. it ie absolutely surprrsmg that our 
dr,partment arc so much _asleep as to h~ve 
allow0 d thi, man to go w1thout so!'1e assist­
ance and encourag'emcnt. I:ethargw depart~ 
mental m<'thods are not smted for dealmg 
with tht> ideas of men 50 per cenL smarter 
than thP drpartm<>ntal of!ieprs. A b'.'ard con­
,:sting of commercial, mannfacturr!'g, and 
nwchanical <>xpc>rts s.hould be appmn~ed. t<D 
deal with all >mggeshons for tlw <>rad1ca.t10n 
or the utilisation of prickly-pear. Th<" 
enginePr I have' mentioned informe,~ t~e 
department that he had a larger machme m 
Nf'W ~outh \'lales, and hP afterwards wont 

Mr. llartley.] 
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clown to that 8tate and impro.ed that 
ma~hine. H~ wantc·d to get it up here and 
the bes.t that our 8tate department ~ou!d 
offer lmn was a pass for himself and his 
mate. and an offer to pav the freight on 
the maehine from \Val!angarra to Du!acca 
That was not enough. The man was broke: 

, -~ supp.oso, like e·very other engineer with an 
mventJOn. he was fairlv married to it and 
had put all his money into it. So the mdchine 
is down in X ew .South \Y ales-a big machino 
capable> of clearm~ 7 acres ?f pear per day, 
and at tlw 'ltme tune drawmg a set of disc 
ploughs be·hind it to plough in the residue 
of the c·rushcd pear if it is wanted for 
nwnurc, and the man is awav in the Xorth of 
Queensland working to trv to get a few more 
" bob "to gPt his experi111ent on the market. 
If the .U.oYC·rnmcl_lt ;vill not take it up, it is 
my DPI!Ilon that 1t ;s a good proposition for 
~ synchcate who \VIII get together and see 
1f tlwy eannot make a deal with the man 
to perfect his machinP, put it on the market, 
and sPnd 1t 1·ound the countrv. I am satis­
fipd that there· :s a goo'Cl thing in it. I want 
to recommpnd the Go,·ernment to take the 
matte,· up. I think that thcv should offer 
:t reward nf £,5,000 to any n1an who could 
Invent a maclmw, or bring forward a per­
fceted machme or ~~~thod of cle•aring pear 
from land "0 as to brmg the· cost of clearing· 
down to somewhere near the value of the 
land. And thev should not onlv offer a 
rr>ward for the perfected machine·, but a 
smaller amo11nt to. any man who brought 
forward n suggest.wn that would go some 
waJ- to:vards sol.vmg the problem and to 
Hss1st hnn t<! bmld his machine or experi­
~nent w1th h1s method. I am satisfied that 
1f any Govr:mnwnt >vi!! take up the question 
on t hPSt' ImP&, . tlwy wlll find there is in 
QI:eensland brmns and ability sufficient to 
bJCmg forward some method or machine that 
Will .-ery soon place in their hand~ a wav of 
dealing with this gn~at menace to the aoTi­
cultum] and pastoral land of Queemland ~ 

HoXOl'RABLE ::YIEMBERS : Hear, he·ar ! 

Mr. G. P. BA.R~ES (TVaru:ick): There is 
no doubt that .m the J?rickly-p<'ar question 
we ,are up against as h1g a problen1 ,as has 
e.-er confronted any peoph'. I am v<>rv 
glad. indeed that the hon. member fo~· 
~ur!ll~ went .to so much troubh> in bring­
mg thts q1:cst1on before tlw publie and the 
I-Iouse agam. (Hear, hear !) I am gl&d to 
k_now: too, that some members of the oppo­
~lte s1de. seem ready to deal with this matter 
111 a ff!1rly practical way. (Hear. hear!) 
TJ1~ tlung that does trouble one is that 
wh1lst W<' arP dis~ussing a matter of su0h 
moment not one member of the Cabinet is 
preBent to l1~lp it forward. ::Y1any thing·s 
HaYe hPen sard and 1nanv sucnrC'stions Linade 
w~th regard to the means' of ;;.~dication. bnt 
shll we are apparently entirelv in the dark 
'q' are ~till g!'.opin~, still tr~:ing to find ,~ 
way to LlPal with tlus greatest of menacPe. 

At fift<'Pn minutes past 4 o'cloc·k p.m .. 

:Yir. IWBERTS: :\h. Speaker, I call yom 
attention to the state of tlw Hon"'· 

Quorum formed. 
:Mr. G. P. BARNES: I have hL•cn in tlw 

House for about tPn or Pl<'ven vears and 
fr~lln that day to this every · yea1: has 
Witnessed .,omc pffort in tlw direction of 
bringing this matter heforp the Chamber 
and the country. Rut we are i<till in tlw 
same position as v.~f' V\~ere tJ1en : in fact, we 
have gone from bad to wors0. I think it is 
to be lamented that when a matter of such 
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11101nent is being dit!cussed hon. n1e1nbera~ 
and members of the Cabinet, · too, absent 
themselves from the Chamber. It is a real 
live matter and it iE< for every man who has 
the wellbeing of his eonntry at heart to 
consider Ineans and .off0r suggestions, t·o, 
ventilate th0 qw''tion with the object of 
ascertaining what can bt' done. I believe 
that the hon. mPmher for Fitzroy has made; 
a sug·gestion which should be acted upon 
immediatelv. I believe the whole country. 
will meet ·with any Government who ar~> 
ready to spend money in invpstigating this 
matter. The hon. member made the sug· 
gestion that some £5,000 might be expended. 

Mr. HARTLEY: You did not g·et that quite 
right. I suggested a reward of £5,000 tc 
a man who 'bring>' forward n successful 
invention. 

::\ir. G. P. BARKES: Well. I \Vill call it 
a reward for tlw introduction of machinery 
whieh will pron' mcc0ssful in dealing with 
the pear menacP. \Y <' might spend £5,000 
in that direction, not that it by any means 
would meet the ~asP. The great trouble 
with pear is that the very worst of it ~s 
<rrowino· in dPnseh· timbered areas, and unt1l 
the ti~ber is cut down it will hC' next w 
impossible to cope with the pear. We re­
quire not only maehinNy: tlwr<' i, room for 
scientific investigation into the matter. Un· 
fortunately, the man who has attempted to 
clear pear land find" tlmt after he har. 
cleared it he i,; pretty well as far off ~ 
solution of the difficulty as wh<'n he com­
menced. 'We all remember that during the 
trying time of 1902 <>r 1903. when unempl6y· 
ment was rifP, a great many men were put 
on the land to c!C'ar pear. Land was cleared 
in mv distriet at anything from £5 per 
acre upwards, m:d I know that _according t!;' 
the returns wh1ch W<'rc pubhshed subse' 
quently land ,;omewhere near Dalby cost as 
much as £22 an acrt' to clear. and that land 
is just about as bad to-day a" it was then .. 
We have not done with it when we have 
deared it on~e. and nothing but following 
it up with ocntpation, the ut.ilisation of the 
land under th<' plough, is gomg to _be eff~c· 
ti.-e. The ho11. member for ::Yfunlla w1ll 
hear me out when I sav that I have had 
land cl<'ared not les' rh an· half a dozen times. 
and vet the peur is still a menace. Until 
you can get the plough into the land and 
bring about dof'e '*'ttlement the matter of 
dealing with pear is a forlom hope. The 
ease is so ,serious that it is rig·ht for every 
man to demand that the Administration of 
the dav should tak<' it in hand. I believe 
that if you were to say, " double your 
national debt and elear your country of 
pear" you could not do it fo1· the amount. 
If vou did dear it for that amount, in 
another five vear~ it would be as bad again. 
This is a l;lattPl' which is open for the 
keenest scientific investigation and the 
country if> culling for it rapidly. Unless 
earnest repre,cntations like those of the 
hon. member for ::Ylurilla and the hon. mem· 
her for Fi tzrov are list<:>nPd to, our country 
in time will Le entir<'IY overrun. This is 
not. a party matter; it· is a gTeat natio!Jal 
matter, and it calls for the em·ncst attentiOn 
of every man who has thP wellbeing of his 
country at heart.. I believe that, as we clear 
the pear, we must veople the land. We 
have to inspire confidence and induce people 
to come from abroad and settle upon the 
land so that, once th<' land is clear, they 
will put forward their best efforts in the 
direction of keeping it clf.'ar. A good deal 
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has been said from time to tinw, and efforts 
were made by Mr. Robert' at Dulacca in 
the ·direction of testing the value of the 
pear commercially. He seemed to prove to 
the entire satisfaction of the people of Queens­
land th<lt there was in it a valuable asset in 
the way of potash. vVo have gone no further 
forward in that direction. ·what is in the 
way of developing that I do not know, but 
doubtless the department aro in touch with 
that matter. That there is an asset of some 
value by burning the pear is undoubted. 
and if we could introduce means for dealing 
with it in that direction, we would be doing 
a double sen·ice, because we 'vould be fincl­
ong an article which is in ·demand the world 
over. I hope that what has been said will 
not fall on deaf ears, but that the Govern­
ment will give earne·.t uttention to the 
matter, and when the Treasurer comes down 
this year with his Estimates prm·ision will 
be made in some direction for dPaling wit!' 
this, the most important matter which to­
day confronts us so far as concerns the ques­
tion of our landed estate. 

Ho:-~. J. G .• tPPEL (.-llbut): The prickly­
'pear pest, to my mind, is a na1ional danger. 
(Hear, hear!) I have no hesitation in say­
ing that the amount which has been Ios~ in 
the value of Cmwn land, ami .the amount of 
money spent in dearing the pe"t would _be 
greater than the whole of the war burden m­
eurred bv the Commonwealth of Australia. 
in eonneCtion \vith the great war through 
which we have just passe.d, 

Mr. BEBBII'iGTO!'i: Quite right. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: There i:; no question 
about it, but we do not sec>m to recognisP 
the danger that exists and is increasing-. 
This matter has been brought up from tinw 
to time in this House. lt has never been 

-treated as a party question. )1Pmbers on 
both sides of thP House have drawn atten-
tion to this great dang-<>r, and yet the 
priekly-pear gTo\vs: the country is being­
covered and rendered practically valueless. 
The motion of the hon. member for Murilla 
does not altogether sug-gest that the State 
should undertake the whole of the destruction 
of the pear. I take it that it can bo 
approached from two phase·"--the duty of the 
State so far as thP State asset is concerned, 
and the duty of private owners so far 
as their propertie.; are concerned. To my 
mind, it is absolutely criminal--! go so far 

·as to say that-to allow private owners to 
permit their land to become and be infested 
with prickly-pear. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Or even leaseholders. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: YPs, l<•aseholders. 
too. 

Mr. BERTRUI : \Yhv di<l not the Govern­
ment of which YOU were a member do SOlllC­

. thing on thaw 'lines? 
HoN. J. G. APPEL: I am g-oing to men­

tion that. I placed legislation on the statute­
book dealing with it so far as compu!dion 
in regard to private land, both freehold and 
leasehold, was concernt>d. 

Mr. O'SULLIYAN: Only .£5,000 a year. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: As I stated from the 
Treasury bench, as much as was necessary 
would be provided to subsidise the local 
authorities for the purpose of carrying out 
the necessary expenditure to cope with the 

· pear so far as they were concerned. Legis­
lation exists so far as private owners are 
concerned. vVe all, more or less, have had 

' the opportunity of seeing fertile grass land 

absolut<:_ly clear of pear a few years aJiO. 
A vear. or possibly two. thereafter, an Jso­
lated clump appears. A year or two later 
it is thicker, and a year or two after that 
it is coyered and practically u~elec-:s. Person­
all v I cannot und<•rstand the owners of 
pri·,;atP lands permitting- their lands to 
Leeomc infested. It is u man-e] to me that. 
it is so. 

='>1r. PETERBON: They leave it grow even 
on small areas. · 

HoN. ,J. G. APPEL: That is so. There is 
ont~ pnddo('k uw:-:;t of uf' have sePn lying on 
the left-hand Eitlc of the line between "\Var­
\vick and \Yallangarra. A few years ago 
r.here "as not a pear in that bPautiful graz­
ing- <·onntry. I remPmber whe1~ i··olat~ 
dumps appcar<>d. ::\ow they are tluckcr, anu 
I dare say in "- year m· t:'·o the land will be 
absolutelv valtwh>ss. l' et tlwn' 1s the 
machine1:v to com]ll'l owners of private lands 
ro clea1· the land allll keep it ckar. 

JYlr. PETERSOX : But how can you force 
them, '"hcn the Government do not do thPir 
part·> 

Hol"i. ,J. G. APPEL: I am <!Paling· with 
mw phase, the duty of l?rivate m Iwr~. All 
the powers and authontws a1·o vested m 
the Home Departmc·nt fm· that purpose. The 
\Vorst f<)ature, to n1y ndn<l, is that there are 
priv-atl~ o\vners who kt>Pp their 1and clear, 
and v<'t owi1w to the Jwgligenc0 of adjoining 
ownt:r:;,' the n~enacP i:;; always with thern, anJ 
tlwy arP compelled from month !o month D;nd 
year to yPar to expend UlODey rn l'onnect:on 
with it,; l'ra.dication from their laud "h1ch 
tlwy dr~.;;irc to kcPp dt an. The ExPenth-e c~n 
put into force the }lO\lPTS thPy pUSSPSS to 
eompol priYate owners to keep their ~a!'d 
clear, and to in,iot upon local 'wthontws 
keepin~· the road'"' c-lPal', a::;8isting then1 by 
means of subsidie,. "\Ve will thPn, to a 
;-,lnall cxtf'nt, copfl with thi~ 1nenac:e which 
exists e\'erv\vhere. EvPn in 1nunicipalities in 
the immeciiate neighbourhood of Brisbane it 
is bPing penuittL>d to g-row. 

::V1r. PETERSON: }rou ('an ~('P it growing ~J.I_; 
on 1)ornoch terra<'e. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: You can ""'' it grow­
ing in thP town of Ilamilt.on on some of the 
finest locations. To n1v n1ind, it is not alone 
an. absolute -discredit t~J tilE' local authoritiPs, 
but it is not a credit to th<' Home Depart­
ment, which should insist upon ~eeinp: that the 
leo-iBlation that ha;; be<>n provided i,; carried 
into pffec-t. The hon. mcmbe1· for Fitzroy 
,;poke al.Jout island> which he had visited 
recemh- where pear is growing-. I will men­
tion ol]() beautiful island which I hope at 
oome future dat<' will become mw of the 
national pleasure grounds for the people of 
Quppn,,Jand. That is Peel Island. Four 
vears ago there was not a sign of prickly­
i)car on -l'ePl Island To-day in a bay known 
a,; the I-IorseshoP Bay, where there 1s one of 
the n1o.;;..t beautiful beaches to be sC'en on any 
;,.land in :i>Ioreton Bay or elsewhere, and 
whPn' there is lwautiful watc>r, just abovP 
high-watc>r mark, pear has firmlv btablisherl 
itself, and is growing all round. It has floated 
rhcr(' from othf'r islands, also the property 
of tlw StatP and above this beautiful fringe 
of beach it is flourishing. The pest is 
g-radually increasing· there, anJ is ~preadin'l' 
to the high lands of the '"land. 

Mr. MoRGA:-1: St. Helena is almost covered 
with it, except just round the prison. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: If that is so, tha~ 
n<ust have happened rec<mtly. The pear was 
there, bnt it was dealt with. I Yenture to 
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5ay that if some steps are not taken to check 
the spread of the prickly-pear, Peel Island 
will become infested to such an extent that 
it will cost a large sum of money to eradicate 
the pear. There is also pear on Stradbrok£> 
Island. On that island there are person~ 
who hold occupation licenses, and a condition 
.of their lease is that no pear or other pest 

shall be allowed to grow on the 
[!.30 p.m.J land. But no action is taken to 

enforce that condition. The pear 
id growing and spi:eading, and if cattle break 
the ppar. as they do sometimc>s, it floats to 
other places. 

Mr. HARTLEY : Would it be fair to put 
th\' burden of eradicating prickly-pear on 
private landowners when we cannot keep 
our Crown lands clean? 

Hm;; .• J. G. APPEL: I am coming to that 
presently. 'I'he pear can be dealt with in 
its earlier stages, hut. unfortunately, the 
local authorities are taking no action to 
=mpel landowners to t!eal with the pear. 
All around Brisbano we can see prickly-pear 
growing. Should that lw allow£>d? Should 
not the local authorities insist upon the 
eradication of that pear, and, failing action 
on thr: pm·t of the lo0al authorities, should 
not the department which has the control 

0 of local authorities, and which has\ the 
power in its hands, force the local authori­
ties to carry out the work of eradication? 
At the present momEmt the pear is growing 
in small patches in sevN·al localities, as it 
was in the Western and Central districts 
some years ago. Prickly-pear grows even·­
":here; it will grow in soil in which prac·­
~ICally nothing £>1se will flourish; it grows 
:m rooks, and £>verywh£>re, ana the trouble 
•s that our fauna arP active distributors of 
rhe s.;ed of the pest. 'I'he mPna<'e has now 
reached such proportions that I realise it 
would b£> impossible for the State at the 
present moment to eradicate it from those 
areas which aro absolutely inf(!sted. But 
action should be taken to quarantinP, so to 
speak, thosP areas-to fenec them in. 

Mr. O'RcLLIYAX : Cultivate a ring round 
them. 

HoN. J. U. APPEL: That is so. Fenct• 
them in from the rPst. of th~ country, and 
see that the Crown lands outside that ring 
are kept. clean, and that the owners of land 
and leaseholders in the neighbourhood arc 
('Ompell~,;d to keep their properties clean. 
'l'he matter is one which will have to be 
attacked. 'l'her£~ ar£' a lot of suggested 
methods for destroying the pear. Lut the 
theorie&, when put into effect, have, unfor­
tunately, proved valuelPss. 'I'he hon. member 
for l<'itzroy has mentioned a machine whie.h, 
~ a <'E'rtain extent. dPals :vith the plant as 
1t grows. but that maclun£' ('an onlv h•' 
us~~ in ePrtain country. " 

Mr. HARTLEY: No; it can bP used m 
mountainous and rough <'Ountry. 

HoN . • T. U. APPEL: I am' referring to th£· 
mastal diotrictn, whidi are becoming inf~~ted 
-distrieb. such as that between the electorate 
of Albert and the <'kdoratP o( Fassifern. 
The land in sonw places has bPcome so 
~hickly infested fhat you eannot pass through 
1t; the pPar has bopn allowed to increase• 
until it ha,; Leeome a sr~rious danger. People 
a.BE> the pear, they reeognise the danger. and 
yet nothing is done to eheck the pPst ·from 
dpreading. 

Mr. HARTLEY: 'I'he wind carri£>s th" seed. 
HoN . • J. G. APPEL: Yes, and the seed 

is also washed down fl'Om tliC' higher lands 
"to tlw lowlands. I cannot undNstand the 
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carelessness of the owners of land in permit­
ting the pe't to start on their properties, 
because they must realise that ultimately 
their properties will be absolutely destroyed. 
It should be the duty of the State to. pr~­
vent the spread of the pest, even If It 
cannot at the present moment tackle thE' 
problem of clearing country which is abso­
lutely infested. The hon. member for Wa_r­
wiek has mentioned one cure for the ~vrf, 
and that is closer settlement. 

Mr. PETERSON: If a man takes . up 2() 
acres of infCflted land, do you believe in 
giving him the full right to that land? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Yes, I believe t~at 
a man who tackles a prickly-pear selection 
should not alone get the land, hut should 
also get a bonus. I have SE)en prickly-pear 
selections, and I can only say that the man 
who takes up such a selectJon hf!s the h~art 
of a lion. I know cases m whwh appliCa­
tions havP boe•n made to the Lands Depart­
ment for an extension of a period of the 
lease the applicants indicating their pre­
paredness to undertake the eradication of 
the pricklv-pear; but the· department have 
refused to. extend the period, and tho land 
has simply been thrown up. 

Mr. I'ETERBON : Don't you think that giv 
ing those people the right to the land would 
bP one method of dealing with the· pest? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: L'ndoubtedly. If the 
State can get its land cleared by giving an 
Pxtension of the lease of prickly-pear selec­
tions it should give that extension. I would 
allo~ a man to have such land without pay· 
ing any rent at all. I think that is one 
method that should be adopted for dealing 
with the pest. This, surely, is _not a yarty 
question. When we are dealmg ~vith a 
national danger,. Wf,l cannot approach 1t from 
a party standpomt. Every Gove-rnment ha~ 
been n£>gligent in tnis matter. 

Mr. PETERSOl'i: We have not tried the 
cheapest way-giving the settlPr the land 
that he clears. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I can only say that 
if any member of the community is prepared 
to tackle the problem of eradicating prickly­
pear from Crown lands, every .latitU<;le and 
every inducement should be given him for 
that purpose, for every clearing of a piece 
of land however small it" area mav be, con­
fers a 'national benefit. The area that is 
infested is a breeding-ground for the spread 
of the pe•ar over land that is not infested. 
As suggested by the hon. member for Nor­
manby, the cheapest method should be 
adopted: but let us try every method, and 
l£>t us pursue the object in view with an 
parnest desire to cope with the danger. 

Mr. PETERSON : The time for talking is 
on:r. 

Hox .• J. G. APPEL: Absolutely. What I 
would impress on the Go,-ernment is that 
thev should deal with their own property­
with valuable reserves which are beginning 
to be infested. As mentioned by the hon. 
member £or Fitzroy, the prickly-pear drifts 
from one island to the other along our coast. 
'\V0 haw some beautiful islands along our 
<·oast which arc becoming infested. 

Mr. HARTLEY : And the coast is getting 
badly infested. 

HoN. J. G .. \.PPEL: I came across island~ 
a few years ago which were beauty spots 
and valuable for grazing and other purposes, 
but to-day they are covere-d with prickly­
pear and are of no value. The State should 
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insist upon those who hold occupation 
licenses carrying out the conditions for the 
eradication of the pear. If they are pre­
pared to cope with the pest, they should 
Joe given extended periods of occupation as 
a retl!rn for the cost of eradication. I may 
he blamed and abused for saying so, but I 
think the local authorities should be com­
pelloo to carry out the law on our statute­
books, and the Home Department, which has 
~he administration of the Local Authorities 
.Act, should insist on the local authorities 
doing so. The subsidies which were given to 
local authentic~ for dearing roads and 
reserves should be resumed, and every attempt 
~hould be made to check the menace, which 
i3 a national danger, and one which will 
eost the StatP vast sums of money in con­
nection with Crown land~. The subject can 
,,nly lw dealt with in one way, and that is 
by the closer settlenwnt of the countrr. 
( llf~ar, heal' !) - .. 

Mr. WARREX (JlurrumbriJ: It has !J<Jen 
e~a1d of the prwkly-pear that it is like a tin 
of fish-you no soon"r- get rid of it than it 
;Jtarts to come up again. I think that is why 
it is such a terribln pP,t. It is not the firf't 
clearing only. The hon. member for 
Murilla will b(Jar me out in the statement 
that tlw people who cleared land about 
twe~vf~ yPa1:s ago have to go on clParing it 
agam. It 1s an Pver-prespnt evil. The fin;t 
duty of .anv GovernmPnt i~ to circumvent 
the curse-to get on tht> outsidL> of it. If we 
look :tt the map on thll wall, which I sup­
pose IB about twentv vears old. we Rhall set· 
that it gives a very 'ina.dequate conception 
of the position to-day. The prickly-pear 
extends over hundreds of miles at a stretch. 
It is a plague that we cannot attempt under 
present conditione to stamp out, but we can 
get on the outside of it and prevent it from 
sprea~ing. . I hold, from the result of experi­
mentmg _w1th the pest. that the ordinary 
methods m vogue at the present timo arP 

•not adequate to deal with it.. Several 
hundreds of tons of prickly-pear grow to the 
acre, .and under present rate,; of wages, or 
even 1mder any scale of wages, the pear 
could not be handled. The valut' of thP 
prickly-pear land woul·d. l suppose. he about 
£2 per acre. - · 

Mr. ::1-lORGAN: LP,e. 

Mr. WAR.REX: 'l'lw good pear land I 
would estimate at a.bout £2 per ac-re. It i~ 
useless tackling the inferior- land ; it could 
not be tackled commercially. The question 
is a national onp, The better land undpr 
prickly-pear could lll' tackled under certain 
conditions. I maintain that it is the dutv 
of the Government to put some of th0 
methods suggested into operation. I wa& 
struck by what the hon. member for Fitzro\· 
oo.id with rPgard to tiw nw.nhine for tc.kin~ 
the wet out of the pear and reducing it to 
a pulp, and I do not se<' whv that could 
not be done successfully. I do 'not see why, 
under proper conditions, the wood pulp 
could not be used for fruit cases. '.Ve in 
the fruit areas 'are badly in need of fruit 
cases. This is a method which is well 
worthy of the consideration of the suggested 
board. After all, tlw trouble of past Go­
vernments has been that thev have been 
ruling this matter themscl ves, and have been 
ruling it out every timP. It does not matter 
what Government has b.een in power, they 
have always been afra1d to spend a few 
pounds in any legitimate attempt. We have 
the method of rolling the pear for a~;ricul-

tura.J purposes which we all know is more 
or less success'ful. There is a man on the 
]li[oonie River, near Chinchilla, who is grow­
ing good crops on land that he has rolled. 
He has got a rol!er, with a side:draught, 
and he draws it w1th bullocks. This cannot 
1)e done in timber country, but the timber 
can be taken off and the land made into 
good agricultural land. I do not know that 
this prickly-pear land will grow wheat .. An_y 
country with the amount of potash m 1t 
that this land would have, and the same 
rainfall would grow wheat. It would, 
undoubtedly grow wheat for the first few 
years, but ,;hether it would be a good com­
mercial undertaking I do not profess to 
know. The board can make exl!eriments in 
this respect, and we can be gm:Jed by the 
results. If a common-sense bus~ness bo.ard 
of this description is brought mto bemg, 
there will be some definite attempt made to 
combat the pest. 'l'here are many l_>oards 
to-day that we could well ge~ nd _of 
without anv los~, hut a boar-d of th1s descrip­
tion would be ·worth its weight in gold. 
'l'here has Leen a lot said about p_rivate 
owners keeping their land clear, but .1f you 
have a stoc.k road or a reserve alongside, or 
a neighbour. wJ:lo has no _desire. to keep his 
land clear-, 1t I& almost Impossible through 
good and bad years to keep the pear dow_n. 
It is asking too much from. a Il}an to do 1t. 
T think the Government m tne past has 
been pursuing a very foolish policy in put­
ting men on pear country. There are places 
around Chinchilla where men have ~een put 
into dense near country, not knowmg any· 
thing of the nature of the curse, ~and tl_>ey 
havP worked months and months m trymg 
to eradicate the pear from their little blocks. 
Thev have lost the little money they had 
and 'have become broken-hearted and pretty 
nearlv insane, and have then lef~. Any 
man 'who knows anything· about th1s awf~l 
pest can quite understand a l!'an who IS 
battling with the pear becommg broken­
hea.rted, because bad seasons, bus!_> . fires, 
or anv of the other troubles that VISit the 
selector. are not half as bad as this ever­
present· prickly-pear. I am v~ry please<! 
that hon. members on both . _s1des of the 
House, almost without exceptw_n, are ap­
proaching this l!'atter from. a J?.atwnal s~and­
point. I consider that 1t IS a national 
matter and one for the Federal Government 
to undertake, but at tlie same time. if the 
Federal Government do not do their- duty 
in the matter it is up to the State Govern­
ment to do something. 

Mr. I'AYNE: How much would it cost to 
clear .all the pear? 

l\1r. VvARREK : 'fhat questi<:m ~s abs<:·· 
lutclv outside what we are considermg th1s 
dav. · Anybody who would answer. that ques­
tio'n would he fit for the lunatiC asylum. 
rt. would cost millions to clear the land 
of pricklv-pear. but because we cannot clear 
all the land of prickly-pear that ~oes not say 
we should 6it down and do not_hmg. If thE' 
Government of Queensland w11l undertake 
to do something and give thos_e who have 
been battling for years 3; helpmg hand, I 
am surP that some good w1ll result.. ~ heard 
one hon. member speak about g1vmg the 
land to those men. I say that the man who 
takes up a prickly-pear block, even on . the 
f{ift racket, does not know what he. IS domg. 
Verv few of those who took up pnckly-pear 
land have ever succeeded in cl~aring ~he 
{>ear. Some of them succeeded m runmng 
cattle op the land and in eking out an 
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cxi~t~:·nce, but Y('T\ rarel"V. Take the pear· 
infestC'd areas o{ Dalb~, Chinchilla, and 
Dulacca. I think there i.S hardly an instance 
vdJCre the S<'ttler has made a success on that 
per land. Even though a man spE>nds rnont>y 
in eradicating the pear, in a few years thP 
pear come~ up so thick that in the end it 
cru;hes him, and this crushing process ha" 
been !2;oing on year after year. I have bet•n 
.out in the \V c,t for something like thirteen 
vears and I have ,,een hundreds and hundreds 
of men in my time go off the land. Some 
of thoq• ,;mallN s<'lcctions around Chinchilla, 
which wr•r(l ~nttled with the aHsistancc of thC' 
late Hon. J. T. Bell. are now almost C<lVcrPd 
"ith prickly-pear, unle>s it be the small areas 
that an c·ultivaied. It is high tim<' wme­
thrng- \'la~ dnne to ~top the ~pread of thi:-:. 
pc,;t 

~vir. P.\Y:"'I:: \Yhat llo you ~uggest? 

}1r. WARHE"': I ,,-ouJ.cl ask the Go>cl'n­
.merit to follow out, in on<' respect at any 
rarP, thP ,;uggestion of the hon. member ·for 
Fitzrov. I would ask the Government to 
serioush· eon,;ider the question of appointing 
a board, and also offering a reward; not a. 
thou,;and or two, hut "£100,000. In America 
they do things in a different way to what 
Wl~ do therr1 here. Sotnetirnes "\VC do not 
admire \\hat they do. but i\·hen they go in 
for big things \VO do ad1nirp thmn, and ~f 
any thPthod of dE'stroying prickly-pear was 
-disc-Overed. ev(•n if it cost a rnillion of tnonPY 
it would be cheaply bought. I would aek 
the GoYt'rllHH'nt to considce r--uggcstion~ of thf" 
hon. nwmbl'r for Fitzroy. and, if tlH'Y do 
that, I a.m quite ,ure that good will n•sult. 

Mr. GRAYSO::o;- (Cunningham.): I would 
like to eomplimcnt the hon. member for 
Murilla on bringing this matter before the 
House. This is a question that is of greater 
interPst to the people of Qne<'nsland, probably 
than a gr<:'at many of thP people in thn 
cities think. Twenty years ago I selected 
a prickly-pPar selection of 40 acres in the 
Warwick district. It wa« thicklv infest<'d 
with JWar. and it cost me up to £10 an acre 
to dear tho>e 40 acres, and every year sincl' 
I have had to send mv man round to clear 
the young growth. I 'would like to explain 
to the Hous<' the encouragement that I and 
others hav" had to clear prickly-pear. Im­
mediatPly the Land Tax Act was passed, a 
Government valuer from the Land Tax De­
partment valued this particular land. I 
mHv t<'ll vou that I seh•cted the land at £2 
an "acr(~ Und0r twentv ~ears' terms., and the 
Land Tax Commissioiw:r valued it some four 
years ago at £4 an aere. If any person in 
Queeneland wishl'; to in:-pect that particular 
40 acr<>s, he is quite at liberty to do so, 
and I can assuro vou that there is not om' 
bit of pear growing on that area. The hon. 
member for Albert mPntioned that the local 
authorities WPre not doing their duty in 
connection with the cl<caring· of prickly-pear, 
but there are some exceptions. I can men­
tion one loeal authority which has expended 
£4,000 during the past few years in eradicat­
ing pear; that is the Rosenthal Shire Coun­
ciL Not only have they done that, but for 
the last two years that council have kept 
a gang of about six men employed in f'radi­
cating pear on private land. The owners 
of private land receive notice to clear their 
pear within a certain time, and if tlu'y fail 
to employ men to clear the pear, the Rosen­
tha! Shire Council sends their own gang and 
clear th" pear at the owner's expense. The 
GlPngallan Shire Council are going· somewhat 
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the same, and they have cleared almost all 
thP prickly-pear within tht>ir area. The 
.\llora and ('Jifton ,hil'<' councils are also 
doing the sam0, and if the Government did 
their duty it would certainly assist to keep 
the pear dov:n in the different centres. 

:\1r. GILDAY: What about the big holding~~ 

::\1r. GRA YSON: Some time ago I tra­
Y<'iled with the hon. member for Balonne 
ro Dirranbandi, and it was a crying shame 
to soe the wav in whieh the pastoralists 
l1ad allowed th.e prickly-pear to spread on 
thosr• magnificlmt lands-the best grazing 
land in Qtu,ensland. I passed through that 
particular district twenty years previous],'' 
with a 1nob of trayplJing· sheC'p, and at thfrt 
timf' then• was not a smgle bit of pricklv­
P<'<H in that magniflcent district. But the 
pastoral lf'ssees, particularly the Australian 
Pastoral Company-[ mention the Austra­
lian Pastoral Company particularly, a.s that 
is one of the larg<'><t pastoral compames '1\G 

haYe in Queensland-haYP allowed thousands 
and thousanth of acres of the most magnifi­
cent land wo have in Queensland to become 
ruined. It is a eriminal action on the part 
of the pastoral l<'"t>es to allow that land to 
go to waste through that means. They take 
up land, an<! mak<' no effort to keep the 
land clear of priekly-pear. The blame for 
that should be attach<'d to the Lands Depart­
ment. 'I'he law provides that the pastoral 
lessee> must keep their land clear of prickly, 
pc<~.r, and if a .pastoral lessee allows his lan<i 
to become infested with prickly-pear, his leaR>e 
should be cancelled, the land cut into small 
area,,, and people who will clear the pear 
allowed to settle on those areas. \'Vhen t.here 
is only a clump of tllC' pear here and there, 
it is very easily copl'd with. I have a free­
hold grazing property of 1,800 acres, on whi<'h 
there were isolated patches of pear. I sent 

out a couple of men with a dray, 
[5 p.m.J and in about a. fortnight they 

cleared the whole area, and it is 
<juito dear to-day. IIad I not taken that 
precaution, l am >Ul'l! tlw land would nov; 
be thi~kly infest"d. 1.:Iy own belief is that 
the only way of <ll•aliug with the pest is by 
doser settlement. I do not blame this 
Government anv more than the last Govern­
mem. If prt,,:ioub GovCI·nments had been 
prepared to give m'·n their title deocls, pro­
vided they kept the land clear for a period, 
sav, of five vears, tlw area unde'l~ pear would 
be· much k,·, to-dav than it is. The matter 
deserves the .serious consideration of the 
Govt'rnmcnt. Prickly-pear is like cancer. 
It is spreading night and day, and I believe 
it has spread more rapidly within the last 
two or thre(l years than cwr before. WhiJ,e 
the Liberal Government \'\'ere in power, they 
allowed local authorities who cleared the 
pear in Government reserves that were not 
required for loc a! purposes to sell those 
rest:'rves, and to recoup themselve'S for their 
outlay from the proc~;ed''· I WO!.!ld like to 
know if the present Gov.crnment are pre­
parocl to adopt a similar scheme. The,re are 
many reserve" that are not required for 
local purposes, and a good deal of clearing· 
could be done in t,hat way. I am quite in 
favour of the suggestion made by the hon. 
membc,r for Fitzroy that a commission should 
be appointed. 

Mr. HARTLEY: 2'\ot a commission, but a 
consultative board. 

Mr. GRAYSON: I am quite in favour of 
the appointment of a board of capable men 
to take evidence in ,each district and submit 
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a report to the Government, and then the 
Gove·rnment would han' something to act 
upon. 

Mr. HARTLEY: 'l'hat is not what I want. 
I want a boar·d that will consider all sugges­
tions for dealing with the pear, and that 
woul<:l advance money to enable suggestions 
to be put into operation. 

:Mr. GRAY SON: If the Government werP 
to offer a re\vard evnn of £5,000, I do not 
think it woll,!d give much relief. If we want 
to cope with the pear, we must encourage 
men in prickly-pear country to clear the 
land ; and one means of encouraging them 
would be to give them their title deeds. pro­
vided thcv cleared the land within a certain 
time. Th'en, again, I consider it is the <:luty 
of the Government to subsidise the local 
authorities £1 for £1 for clearing the prickly­
pear on public roads and reserves. I trust 
that tlm Government will consider the sug­
gestions that ha vc be> en made during th<> 
debate, and I am sure this discussion will 
do good. 

Mr. PAYNE (Jiitrhell): There is no doubt 
that previous Governments have handed 
down a great curse to the pres!'nt Govern­
ment !n the shape of great areas of prickly­
pear mfested eountry. I have taken som!' 
interest in the prickly-peal' problem. I 
visited Dulacca on three occasions, and I 
am quite satisfied that Mr. Roberts's scheme 
is not goin(i to deal with the prickly-pear. 
I do not thmk that a lot of talk, and a lot 
of suggestions will do any good. 'rhe whole 
trouble is that it will cost five or six times 
more than most of the pricklv-pear land is 
worth to clear it by anv method at present 
known. Some schem.e will have to be de­
vised whereby the pest can be dealt with 
without overcapitalising the value of the 
land. The hon. member for Murilla struck 
the nail on the head the other afternoon 
when he suggested the introduction of some 
insect, or some diseas<', that would destroy 
the pear, because in no other wav are we 
likely to get rid of the pest, and at" the same> 
time make the land available for settle­
ment. Hon. members on the other side talk 
about eloser settlement as a remedy. The 
Public \Vorks Commission, when inspecting 
the route for a railway from Juandah to 
Taroon;, which is frightfully heavily infested 
country, took sworn evidence from settlers 
in the district that, after the railway was 
built from Miles to Juandah, the infested 
land was abandoned by the selectors, so that 
I do not think that either railwavs or clos!'r 
settlement are likely to get rid ,;f the pear. 

Mr. MORGAN: ~ot in heavilv-infested 
country · 

Mr. P A Y::-i'E : We had evidence that in 
some cases men had spent all the m:onev 
they had in clearing the pear and then g,;t 
disgusted with the whole thing, and left the 
land. You could not get one man in that 
whole district to sav that, if a railway was 
built from Juandali to Taroom, he would 
take up 1 acre of land. Thev all said 
they would not have it if the Government 
gave it to _them for not]:!ing. Consequently, 
I do not thmk that runmng railways through 
prickly-pear country, combined with closer 
settlement. will enable us to cope with the 
pear. I do not think there is anything in 
that idea. Some scheme will have to b!' 
adopted whereby the land will not be greatlv 
over-capitalised through getting rid of the 
pear. I ha vc noticed that in districts where 
the wild cochineal insect has been operating 

on the variety known as the tree pear­
l do not know the scientific name-that 
species· of pear has been ab,olutely wiped 
out. \Vhat is wanted is to discover somG 
insect or disease that will deal in a similarly 
effective manner with th,. common variety of 
pear. Previous Governments are responsible 
for the spread of the pear. I have been told 
that, whqn thP latP Government bought 
J uandah Station som<' years ago, the pear 
on the property conld have be!'n cleared for 
a very small sum. You could not clear it 
to-day for millions of pounds, and even if 
you did the r>rop<'rty would not be worth 
one-twentieth of the cost of getting rid of 
the pear. I think that if hon. members are 
in earnest, instead of talking about boards 
and closer settkment, they should devote 
their attention to the introduction of somG 
pest that would destroy the pear. I am' 
satisfied that closer settlemEmt is not going 
to get rid of the pear unless in som.e favoured 
place close to the city where there is very 
good land, because you can get nobody to 
go on to the land to clear it. I am in 
favour of the Government doing all they 
can, because I recognise just as much as any 
hon. member the tremendous curse it is to 
Queensland, and, unfortunately, every year 
you allow it to run it is covering thousands 
and thousands of aeres, and in a very short 
time three-fourths of the State will be in­
fested. If something could be done to dis­
('OVer a means of getting ri<:l of it cheaply, 
I think the difficulty would be solved. 

Mr. MORGAX (.llurilla): As mover of 
th<; motion, I am very pleased with the de­
bate that has taken place. Members on 
both sides have !'n<:leavoured to consider ii; 
from a non-party point of view, and have 
endeavoured to suggc,st some means of d<;al­
ing with the pest. , 

Mr. \VINSTANLEY: Are you replying on· 
the motion? 

Mr. MORGAN : I am replying. I am 
sorry that the Govprnment did not set 
apart a Minister to devote som<e attention 
to the debate. A short time ago, we had 
the spectacle of not one of the Ministers 
being in the Chamber. I am very pleas(ld 
to see the Premier here now, but at one 
particular time the Ministerial bench was 
absolutdy vacant. 

The PRE)!IER : It is all in " Hansard." 
I read " Hansard " e\'ery morning. (Laugh­
ter): 

Mr. MORGAJ'.;: I am very pleased to 
know that the Premier reads it all in " Han­
sar·d." I would sugg<'st that the members 
on both sides who are keen upon something 
being devis.;:d ~hould meet together, and 
after arriving at some conclusion as to the 
way in which they think the matter should 
be dealt with from a non-party point of 
view, then wait as a deputation upon th(} 
Premier. From a meeting of men on both 
;;ides who aro broad-minded enough to 
recognise the importance of the whole matter 
I think some good would result. I had th<> 
pleasure of witJwssing the machine men­
tioned by the hon. member for Fitzroy when 
it was being demonstrated at Dulacca, and 
I came to the conclusion that if the owners 
had sufficient money to make it strongel" 
and improve it in certain directions, it 
would certainly he a machin<.: that would 
be of great benefit to the State on certain 
lands, in open spaces where it could be 
put up against the pear as when I saw it, 
but not on dcms<'ly timb<;red country where 
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it would be impossible to use it. No doubt, 
it was capable of doing good work, but it 
was not powerful enough for general use. 
In my opinion, if the Government had as­
sisted those men to the extent of some 
hundreds of pounds, or what was necessary 
to perfect the machine, much good would 
have resulted. 

Mr. HARTLEY: They have improved it-­
made it much biggf)r and heavier. 

Mr. M ORGAN: I promised those gentle­
men that I would do all I could to assist 
them, but they said that they had members 
on the Government side here doing their 
best to get assistance. I am sorry they 
failed to get consideration from the Govern­
ment. ThPy arc not the' only ones. Un­
fortunately. when a man r·omes along with 
an invention, he is g<>nPrally told, " There 
is some land up at Dula<'<'>L. W~ will give 
you a free railway pass. Uo up and demon­
l!<trate." That is pradiPa!ly all that is 
done by the Government of to-day, and, 
similady, that was donE' by Government>' 
in th€' past. So far as a reward is con-· 
cerned; when the latE' Mr. Bell was Minist~r 
for Lands we had a. reward of £10,000 
offered for YPars and vPars. but it was never 
-claimed. · · 

Mr. HARTLEY: Make it £20,000, then. 
Mr. MORGAN : 'l'hat was for something 

that would clPar JWar cheaply and effec­
tively. 

Mr. HAHTLEY : But whilp you offer a re­
ward you want to give assistance to th~ 
people who invent machines. 

~h. MORGAN: Exadly. That is the 
pomt I want to make. When men come 
along and demomtratc that they have some­
thing whiPh is most likely to prove suc­
cessful, they should get assistance from a 
fund for the purpos<'. I am with the hon. 
member fm· Fitzrov in that matter. The 
hon. member for 1\:Iitch<'ll says that settle­
ment will not clear ]War. I admit that but 
closer settlement will put people on 'land 
that ~s already Plear of pear, and then 
there ts no reason why that land should not 
be kept freP from it. 'To run a railway 
into densP JH'ar land wil! not have the 
df,Jsired effePt, because WP have pear from 
Dalby right out to Charlevillc, you might sav, 
~djoining railways. and roads, and town"s. 
and nobody is prepared to take it up. But 
if a railway were run from Juandah through 
the dense pc'ar to the land to the north of 
Taroom which is capable of closer settle­
ment, that land would bP saved from in­
festation. vVe have not for one moment 
expected that the raihvav would clear thP 
J,.nd betw<'en Juan·dah 'and 'l'aroom, but 
what we do say, and I think it will be ad­
mitted by all, is. that. whPn a railway is 
run to 'I'aroom, it will ><an• thE' land to the 
north. 

Mr. PAYl\E: 'l'lw PviLit>nec was that thev 
«>nld keep that land dear without a railway. 

Mr. MORGAK: l.'nfortunately, the evi­
dence was to that effePt, but r<>sults have not 
prov<'<l it to be truP, because 'I can tell the 
hon_. member that it has not bel'n kept clear. 
It Is graduall:y, year by year, infE:sting the 
!and more. tlnckly, as land alongside peo.r 
1~ always mfcsted, until it will not be long 
before you will have a -dense mass of pear 
from 'l'aroom to Springsurc. I do not wish 
to speak longer on thi~ motion. It is evi­
dently recognised b,- members on both sides 
that it will be Parried unanimously. and 

[.Mr. Morgan. 

in that event I do not think it would be 
wrong for members to meet. In fact, I 
would ask members on both sides who have 
taken an interest in the pear qw;:stion to 
meet for the purpose of arriving at some 
decision, and then waiting upon the Premier. 
It is a most important matter. w@ often 
discuss matters in this OhambE)r for days 
and davs and nights and nights, but not one 
matter· that has been brought up during 
the last ten years is, in my opinion, of such 
importance as the spread of prickly-pear. 

Mr. PAYNE: Certainly not more important 

:Mr. :M ORGAN: The fee<:ling ground of 
this great seaport, the capital city of Queens-­
land, is being gradually eaten away. Right 
out as far aH Charleville, as the map indi .. 
cates, thf'l'C is pear, and it is gradually 
spreading throughout th<' length and breadth 
of (~upf'mland. It is spr0ading night and 
da,·. whilP wP ~leen. while wf' debate, while 
we' talk of unemy)loyment. and numerous 
other matter>. Nobody knows that more 
than th<> membPrs of the Public \Vorks Com­
mlsswn. I feel sure the members of that 
( 'ommi•si0n recognise, as I do, that the pear 
is something which should immediately bt> 
tackled. It is no use saying it is such a 
great question. It is admittedly the greatest 
of questions wE' have to face, and that any 
GovernmPnt will havl' to face. That it 
has been neglected in the past is no reason 
whY, now that we have our eyes opened, 
the'i-e should. be neglect in the future. We 
should first of all E'stablish a buffer area, 
and prevent the pear from encroaching upon 
land outside that area. WE' should next get 
rid of the pear from the compara.tively 
0lean areas, then tackle thE' lightly infest.ed 
country, and eventually get _on to the. h<;aVIly 
infested country. By that time, some dtsease 
or insect may come to our assistance. Simply 
because we 'have not now a disease or an 
insect is no reason why we should not do 
anvthing. 'I'he Land Act requires to bt> 
a.rncnd<>d. At present a man may take up a • 
1 200 acre block, and bP able to clear only 
500 acres. His time t'Xpires, and he is 
brpught before the Land Court, and' _to!d 
that if hE' does not clear the balance w1thm 
a certain time he will have to forfeit. He 
allows the pear to grow on the 500 acres 
he has cleared. He sayR ''I will take all 
I can get out of the laud. I cannot fulfil 
thE' conditione, and I will allow the pear to 
grow on the portion I have alrea·dy deared." 
That is what is being done day after day. 
What I would ,mggest, is that if that man 
hPld what iH known as a prickl,v-pea.r selec­
tion giving- him the right to the frePhold 
ove; the land in forty years if hP kPeps it 
dear, thP GovPrnment should allow the Act 
to apply to the 500 acres he has deared, 
and is going to keep clear. Let the area he 
lJas dearcd be free of rental for fifty years. 
Do something, and do it beforE' the' termina­
tion of this session, to prevent those men 
leaving the land, so that that vast area 
which in the aggregate would amount to 
perhaps millions of acrPs, whpre the pear 
has hPen r·leared, would bc kept clear­
as it woul·d if thP man had a mort' secure 
t<'lllll'<'. That is Bomething · we can meet 
together and debatP, something that r·an bt> 
done this st'ssion. Tlw ex-::\.Iiuister for 
Lands (::Ylr. Hunter) promised that something 
of that sort would bE' done. 'Unfortunately, 
it has not hPen done. This session, we want 
an amendment of the Land Act., so as t .. 
givo those people a security over the land 
they have already elcared. to encourage 



Eradication and Prevention of [ll SEPTEMBER.] the Spread of Prickly-pear. 7l7 

~lr. GILD AY: Th.::y should take notice. them, and· keep them on the land, not allow 
them to forfeit it, as it is being forfeited 
to the extent of millions of acres, and even­
tually taking it up under occupation licensP 
which does not provide for the elcaring of 
pests of any description. I hope this motion 
will now be put, and that it will be carried 
unanimously by this House. 

Mr. GILDAY (Ithaca): I am sorry that 
the mover of the motion got up so quickly 
to reply, because I wanted to have a few 
words on the question of prickly-pear. That 
question is not new to the House. Having 
the honour of being on the Public \Vorks 
Commission, I had the opportunity of Eee­
ing the biggest part of Queensland, and I 
realise the fact that the prickly-pea.r pe.st 

If we are going· to allow it to go on in thail 
direction, I am afraid that in another twenty 
or thirty years we will find Queensland 
thickly infested with prickly-pear. I lmmt• 
that during th<' last three or foqr years, ali 
anv rate, every attempt has been made to 
bring about the ,eradication of the pear. I 

· think hon. members will realise the difficul­
ties which have to be faced owing to the <lOSt 
of arsenic. On one occasion I saw a. gentle­
man at Dulacca using a very heavy roller 
made of cement, and it was most effective. 
He rolled the pear down, ploughed it in, 
and produced a good crop of wheat on that 
occasion. That is one way. Of course, that 

is going to be a great menace to Queensland 
if something' is not done. From my observa­
tion, I find that the extent of the menace 
is due tD the laxity of previous GoYernments 
many years ago in allowing large pastora­
lists to take big areas of countn·; and imme­
diately the pear start-ed to push them back, 
of course the Go_vernment of the day was 
good enough to g1ve them other clean lands. 
Of course the pear kept following them out. 
No regard was paid to the prickly-pear ques­
tion. When I was in opposition for three 
years, I did not find the members of the> 
then Government getting up and <;aying that 
they were going to deal effectively with the 
pear. I admit that during the last six or 
eight years several attempts have been made 
to cope with the pear. I also remember that 
the Denham Government gave something Iikn 
200,000 acres to an Ameri<Jan company to 
clear. During the debate on that question 
several hon. members suggmted that it was 
too much land to give anybody, in order to 
cope effectively with the pear. I am quite 
satisfied it is an impossibility for any man 
*o take up a large area and clear th;, rear. ,, 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The area does not matter. 
It lies there all the same. 

Mr. GILDAY: The area dol'.S mattPr. 
If he takes up a large area he has very 
little hope of clearing it. Another man 
who gets 100 acres will ha>e more hope 
of clearing it. \Ve realise the fact that 
the pear is there, and the question is how to 
eradicate it. Mr. Roberts's idea of using 
arsenic, I think, has be<>n one of the 
most effecti>e things that we have found in 
Queensland, using the atomiser or the vapor­
iser. Unfortunately, arcenic got so ·dear 
that it was practically impossible to utilise it 
<luring the war. I notice that when the Go­
vernment are attempting· to produce arsenic 
they are ridiculed by hon. members opposite. 
I think this Government is doing everything 
possible to deal with the JTienace. When 
they are doing something in that regard tl:tey 
should get encouragement from hon. m<>mbers 
opposite. 

There is another mattel' I think we should 
refer to. I think the hon. mPmbl'r for 
Cunningham stated that some of thP,,e hig 
pastoralists allowed the pear to grow, con­
trary to the agreement they had entered into. 
I think that where there is a violation bv an 
individual of an agreement pntered ·into 
between him and the Government, anc.l it 
c.Qmes under the notice of any member repr<'­
senting that constituency, it is his duty to 
bring it under the notice of the Government, 
to see whether something could not be done. 

Mr. LAND : They do not take any notice. 
I have been at them continuously about it 
for fifteen years. 

would be all right in countries 
[5.30 p.m.] where there is not much timber; 

but there would be a difficulty in 
using a roller whe·re the timber is in any 
way heavy. Some of our best htnds are 
infested with prickly-pear, and that is a 
~hame. We have tD face the menace, and 
we should do so in a practical way. I do 
not wish to detain the House any longer, 
and I shall conclude by moving an amend. 
ment, which is-

" That all thP words after· the words 
' prickly-pear' be omitted, with the view 
of inserting the words ' and expresses its 
appreciation at the action of the present 
Government in taking steps with a view 
to providing the means for bringing that 
about.'" 

Mr. M ORGAN : It is tD be regretted that 
a member should get up and spoil what I 
think will be admitted has been a useful 
debate carried on in a non-party spirit. 
When moving the motion, I particularly 
claimed that it was not brought forward in 
any party spirit, and I was congratulated by 
the Government on the fact that I did not 
deal with the matter from a party point of 
viE'W. Now we have an amendment which 
>eeks to make the matter a party one to 
,;ome extent. The hon. member who hall 
moved the amendment evidently thinks thali 
there is no necessity for legislation to be 
introduced t.o provide for the eradication of 
prickly-pear. Every member on both sides 
of the House who has spoken has admitted 
that there is need for such legislation, and 
we are now asked to carry an amendment 
thanking the Government for some·thing they 
have done which is likely to bring about the 
extermination of the pest. Can any honesfl 
man say that anything has been done by the 
,-resent Government more· than has been done 
by any other Government in connection with 
this matter? I have already stated that on€1 
Government has been just as much to blame 
as any other Government for their failure to 
deal with the prickl:v-pear problem. I stated 
that ·every Liberal ·Government during the 
last fifty years had failed in its duty in con­
nection with this matter just as the present 
Govm·nment have failed in their dut:v up to 
the present time. The hon. member for 
IthaPa has drawn attention to the fact that 
the Government havo started an arsenic 
mine. Up to the present moment we· have 
had no result from that <>nterprise ; but even 
if the enterprise were successful, and the 
Governme·nt gave the people arsenic for 
nothing, we could not destroy the prickly­
pear by that means. Free arsenic will not 
bring about the destruction of the prickly­
pear. \V e know that from past ,experience. 

::Ylr. O'SULLIVAN: You must admit that tho 
cost of arsenic had a lot to do with th&· 
experiments which were made. 

Mr. M organ.] 
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Mr_ MORGAN: The <>ost of arsenic had 
really nothing to do with the matter. When 
I first came here and took up a prickly-pear 
selection, arsenic was obtainable· at £13 10s. 
per ton, and at that price it was too dear 
for the purpose. Can the Government pro­
·duce arsenic at the State mine for £13 10s. 
;per ton? I am sure they cannot. The Min­
iste-r for Mines has stated that he thinks 
they will be able to sell arsenic at £72 per 
ton, which is £3 less than the current price 
at present. Arsenic is largely use-d in making 
ammunition, and during the war the Federal 
Government took the control of the whole 
of the arsenic obtainable in Australia. As 
I have said, before the war the price of 
arsenic was £13 10s. per ton, and even if 
the Government succeed in manufacturing 
the poison at a cost of £72 pe·r ton, it will 
still be to~ expensive to be !!sed in clearing 
land of prrckly-pear. I admit that you can 
clear land which is lightly infested, and may 
be cleared at a cost of 2s. or 3s. an acre, 
but you cannot clear large tracts of pear 
land by the use- of arsenical preparations at 
present prices. If you could kill the pear 
by spraying it with water carried from the 
nearest water-hole to your property, thE) land 
so cleared would not be worth the amount 
of money you would have· to spend on the 
cartage of the water. I admit that past 
Governments are to blame for the spread of 
the prickly-pear, owing to the fact that they 
did not recognise the danger of the menace·. 
But we have the pear to-day, and it is neces­
sary that the Government should face the 
problem. I do not know whether the­
Premier has seen the amendment. 

The PRE~l!ER : \Vhat is the amendment? 

Mr. ::\IORGAK: I feel sure that if the 
hon. gentleman has followe-d the debate h() 
wi!I admit that it has been kept free from 
party politic'. The Opposition have not~ 
endeavoured to score off the Government and 
Government members have- not attempt~ to 
score off the Opposition. I am quite pre­
pared to allow the motion to go to a vote 
if the Premier will allow his party to vote 
according to their consciences. ·will the hon. 
gentleman allow the members of his party 
to vote in accordance with their wishes if 
they desire to do so ? 

The PREMIER : Certainly. 
Mr. MORGA:'\: I am not satisfied with 

tha_t reply. I think the Premier ought to be 
senous. 

The PREMIER : But I al]l serious. I would 
not venture to attempt to influence any mem­
ber sitting on this side. (Laughter.) 

Mr. MORGAN: I am very serious in 
connection with this matter. 

The 'PREMIER : Well, I say this: It is not 
a party question. (Hear, hear!) 

Mr. MORGAN: I am very pleased to 
hear that ; but, joking apart, we know there 
are <;~uestions w hi eh are treated as party 
questwns. 

The PREMIER: What is your objection to 
the amendment? 

Mr. MORGAN: There is a lot of objec­
tion. Is it _not paltry and narrow to try 
and get political kudos from a motion of 
this sort? This motion was not moved for 
the purpose of humiliating the Government. 
The Premier will agree that it was not 
brought forward to score off the Govern­
ment, but to assist the Government in try­
ing to bring about the . destruction of this 

[Mr .. llJ organ. 

pest. If the Government succeeds during 
the next eighteen months in intro-ducing and 
passing legislation which will stop the 
spread of the pear and bring about its 
destruction, it will g<'t l)lore political sup· 
port by such action than by anything else. 
I am out to assist the Government in thrs 
matter, even if the Government get politi­
cal support through it, because I recognise 
that this menace is beyond party politics. 
I would suggest that members from both 
sides meet the Premier on this matter as a 
non-party deputation some time next week 
or the week after. I know so much from 
experience about this pest that I shall be 
only too pleased to help the Government in 
anv wa v I can. I do not want to score off 
the Go~ernment in anv form in connection 
with the prickly-pear question. I hope that 
the hon. member for Ithaca will withdraw 
his amendment, and allow the motion to go 
through on the voices. If he does that, it 
will be the ending of a very good debate 
in connection with this important matter. 

Mr. BEBBINGTO.!'\: I very much regret 
that the hon. member for Ithaca has moved 
his amendment, because it will compel a 
party division to be taken on a que~t!on 
which was not brought in as party politics. 
It only shows that the hon. members who 
proposed and seconded this amendment do 
not understand the seriousness of the prickly­
near menace. I regret that members should 
attempt to sheh-e this question by trying to 
prevent legislation ·which is absolutely neces­
sary to deal with the pest. As the hon. 
member for Murilla pointed out, there are 
perhaps hundreds of men who have cleared 
a portion of their land, and these men have 
a right to the protection which such legisla­
tion can give them. 

The PREMIER: But there is no objection 
to the words in the amendment. 

::\Ir. BEBBINGTO~: The objection is 
that it is an attem~pt to make politiool 
capital. I, for one, will vote against the 
amendment, or against anything tacked on 
to the motion, which brings it within party 
politics. 
Th~ PREOIIER : There is an implication in 

the motion that the Government has not 
been doing its duty. 

OPPOSITION ME)!BERS: No, no ! Not at all. 
Mr. BEBBINGTON: Kot more than any 

other Government has neglected its duty. 
All Governments have neglected their duty 
in this matter. 

The PRE:IHER: Not this Government. 
(Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Yes. The hon. 
member for Albert pointed out that some of 
the most beautiful islands in the Bay have 
become infested with prickly-pear since this 
Government came into power, and that is 
onlv in addition to what other Governments 
have done. The Government cannot have 
done ite dutv when these lovely islands are 
becominO' infr·"ted with pear. If the Govern­
ment ha"d done its duty these things would 
not have occurred. If the hon. member for 
Ithaca had not moved his amendment, the 
question would have ):>~en agreed to in a. 
friendlv non-party spll'It, and the blame 
would "not have rested on one Government 
more than another; but when it iR sought 
to make political capital, and to infer that 
this Government has ·done its duty while no 
other Government has done so, we are com­
pelled to vote against the amendment. 
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Mr. WI::"l"STAJ'\LEY (Queenton): I want 
teO say a few words before the question comes 
to a vote. I have listened with a good deal 
of interest to the debate which has t-aken 
place, and it is not the first time that I 
have listened to a debate on the question of 
prickly-pear since I came to this House. If 
the passing of resolutions or even the passage 
nf legislation, would do away with prickly­
pear, there would be no prickly-pear in 
Queenslan-d at the present time. Resolution 
~fter resolution has been pas"ed, and each 
time, according to the te'<timonv of the hon. 
n1ember for ~luri1la, it was gOiEg to prove 
effective and do great things; yet if there 
is one thing· \vhich would discourage any­
body from believing that prickly-pear is 
likely to be eradicated it was the speech 
which the hon. member mwde when he 
introduced this motion and- the speech he 
made this afternoon in support of it. 

::'\Ir. G. P, BARNES: Why! Members on 
yDur side complimented him. 

Mr. WIXSTA::'-JLEY: I do not say that 
he stated anything but facts; facts are 
stubborn thing', and the prickly-pear is a 
stubborn thing also. On the hon. member 
'for Murilla's own showing, and he has 
repeated it on other occasions, if you could 
·dear the pear off the l;md by simply carry­
ing "\Vater fron1 a l.vaterhole and "\vo.tering 
the pe<lr with it, the land would not be 

·worth clearing even at that cost. 
::Yir. ~ORGAN: Is not that correct? 

:Mr. \VI::'-JST,A..KLEY: It may be correct­
I am accepting the hon. member's statement 
-and, if so, is it not also a fact that there 
is not n1uch hope of pasBing legislation, or 
i;Ven of getting a Governinent to spend 
money, to clear prickly-pear? 

:\Ir. :'viORGA:-1: You believe in doing 
-nothing? 

Mr. \VINSTA::\LEY: If th., land on 
whi'-h the prickly-pear is growing V\as worth 
anvthing there might he some incentive to 
·spend mone~- in clearing it. Of course, therp 
j~ land in Queensland '·' hich would cost £10 
or £15 an acre to clear. but ,-;hen it is 
cleared it is worth something ; but if this 
prickly-pear hwd, on an average, is any­
thing like as poor as what the hon. member 
has led the Hou-se to believe it is, there is 
not the slightest hope of ever clearing 
prickly-pear by direct means. 

Mr. BEBBTNGT0:-1: You have to deal with 
the lightly-infested land on the edge of the 
thick pear. 

Mr. WIXSTA::'-JLEY: 'rhe proposition 
\vhich has been made this aftHl'lJlOn, meta­
phorically speaking, to put a ring fence 
round it and isolate it, and then clear the 
lightly-infe,.ted areas, is the proposition that 
was made years ago by the hon. member 
for Balonne, when sitting on. the other side 
of the House, and when hon. members op­
posite were sitting on this side. There can 
be no question that Governments in days 
gone by have been to blame, and have been 
to blame very seriously, for years ago it 
would have been a much easier proposition 
to clear the pear in a direct or indirect way, 
than it is at the pre',ent time. Anybody 
who has been over the country that is in­
fested with pear, as most hon, members have 
been, knows what it is like, and knows the 
difficulties that have to be contended with, 
must know that it is not a simple task, 
There is not a solitary idea set forth by 

.the hon. member for Murilla that would tend 

to encourage pven tlw Government or the 
individual to have anything at all to -do 
with prickly-p<>ar in the shape of clearing 
it, not evc'n if the land is only slightly in­
fested. The only speech this afternoon that 
haR given any indication as to how the pear 
might be dealt with is that of the hon, 
member for Fitzroy. He certainly got on 
to ari entirely different •line to anything 1 
have listened to this afternoon or during 
the previous debate that took place on this 
subject. I certainly think that thP ideas 
that he put forward are well worthy of 
consideration. and I have no hesitation in 
saying that I am quite satisfied that the 
Governw.ent would bo pr<'pared to consider 
thosp ideas, whether put forward by that 
hem. member or by any other individual. 
I ~:m sure the Government aro quite willing 
to investigate an-d see whether something 
cannot he done in that particular direction. 
If there was any induceme'!1t to lead the 
House to believe that a commercial use 
could be made of the pear, there might be 
some encouragement in that direction. 

Mr. MORGAN·: l\Iy speech contained a 
scheme for making a cqmmercial use of 
the pear. 

M1·. WIKSTANLEY: Yes, but the trouble 
is that such a scheme would cost infinitely 
more than what. could be ma.cle out of it. 
Even to use it in the way suggc·sted or to 
distil anything from it in the shape of 
9pirits, would coc.t more than the product 
i·, worth. There is room for further investi­
gation being made to see if some mechanical 
means cannot be discovered to destroy the 
pear. 

l\Ir. JYioRGAX: Let us have a vote on, the 
anwndment. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! Order! 
The PHniiER : \Ye want a full discussion. 
Mr. MoRG.\N: Private members' day will 

be abolished after to-day. 
Mr. \VINSTA::\LEY: It is much easier 

to gi;-e a.cJYico than to take it, and the hon. 
member for JI;Iurilla often gives advice, but 
very seldom takes it. The hon. member for 
C'arnarvon pointed out that ·,.ome effect h..cd 
been prodtH"ed on a certain ;-ariet,· of pear 
by the cochineal insect. The laot time I wa,s 
in Charters Towers I saw one place where 
the cochineal insect had destroyed the pear, 
and if another insect can be introduced that 
will destroy other varieties of pear, and 
one that will have the same effect that the 
cochineal insect has had on this variety of 
pear, it would solve the problem and solve 
it more cheaply, more effectively, and much 
more quickly than anything else possibly 
could. After all, what is the legislation that 
the hon. member anticipates, or that he has 
in his mind when he asks the Government to 
introduce legislation? I gathered from one 
point, at any rate, that one idea in his mind 
is that he is not particularly anxious to deal 
with prickly-pear, but that he is anxious to 
secure a point. Although this is a non-party 
matter, it is quite evident that he wants 
to get some concession for SO!l\C of his con­
stituents who, at the present time, reside 
on 'prickly-pear selections. 

At five minutes to 6 o'clock p.m., 
Mr. CORSER: I move that the question be 

now put, (Government laughter.) It has 
been fully debated. 

The SPEAKER: The amendment -has not 
been debated for more than half an hour, 
at the outside. 

Hon. W. _f;ennon.] 
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Mr. WINSTANLEY: I doubt very much 
whether the hon. member for Burnett knows 
what the question is, or knows what the 
amendment is. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Are you afraid of 
taking a vote on your own amendment? 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Let the hon. membN· 
keep his hair on. Do not let him get 
excited, or we will have to take him out 
and put a wet towel round his head. Even 
allowing that the hon. member for Burnett 
did know what the amendment is, It is evi­
dent he does not know much about tho 
Standing Orders, if he thinks h!l can get 
this question put and get it can·Ied at the 
prPsent time. The point I wanted to make 
lS this : That the hon. member for Murilla 
is after all not so much concerned about 
the prickly-pear as he is about scoring a 
point somewhere else. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: The proposition that 
he did make was that the prickly-pear selec­
tors in his own electorate should get easier 
conditions. 

Mr. MoRGAN: Not in my electorate. Why 
don't you be fair? There is prickly-pear 
all over Queensland. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Yes, but the hon. 
member holds a special brief for those in 
his own electorate, and what the hon. mem­
ber is looking for in this particular legisla­
tion is that the conditions under which he 
and a number of others have taken up those 
selections should be made easier. 

Mr. MORGAN: They need to be made eaoicr. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: The conditions have 
been eased on more than one occasion, and 
each time it has been in the same direction. 
There can be no question about the fact that 
that is the sum and substance of his speech 
this afternoon. , 

Mr. OoRSER : They are harder than ever 
now. The selector could get the freehold 
at ono time. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: They are easier than 
ever. Each piece of legislation that has 
been placed on the statute-book has been 
in the direction of making the conditions 
easier for those selectors. What the hon. 
member wants is that where the~- have 
cleared a small area-perhaps one-half or 
one-quarter of their holding-for them to be 
able to get rid of the balance, and get a 
freehold for what they have already cleared. 

Mr. M ORGAN: Are you against that? 

Mr, WINSTAXLEY: I have been here too 
long to answer questions of that nature. 
I am just as sympathetic, and just as much 
interested in the destruction of prickly-pear 
in Queensland, and in giving these selectors 
t>asy conditions as the hon. member is, but 
I am satisfied that what the hon. member 
is seeking to do now is not in the interests 
'Jf prickly-pear destruction. If the passing 
of a Bill through this House would help to 
clear prickly-pear, as I have already s;tid, 
it would have been cleared long ago. What 
is wanted is something tangible-something 
on the lines laid down bv the hon. member 
for Fitzroy. I certainly "think that in that 
direction more than in any other way lies 
the solution of the trouble, and for that 
reason the Government are quite prepared 
to listen to any proposal on those lines. 

'[Mr. Winstanle.y. 

(A.t 7 r/,;lncl; p.'tH., the House, in acconhtncE 
with s,.,sionrrl Ordrr, prorrcded 1rith Go­
: rrtlfllf nt l;u,.-;iuu;;.-:.) 

l'NEMPI,OYED WORKERS BILL. 

SECOND READING-RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: I have listened with 
more than ordinary interest to the debate 
that has taken place on the Bill, for the 
simple reason that this is a Bill quite out 
of the ordinary. and one the like of which 
has never come -before this Chamber on any 
previous occasion. Whatever may be said 
or thought about the Bill, or whatever the 
ultimate result of its passage may be, ][ 
think it will .be frankly admitted that it iw 
an honest and earnest attempt to deal with 
a very difficult social and industrial prob-­
lem; and for that reason it is entitled to 
receive more than ordinary consideration at 
the hands of hon. members. I have listened 
to every speech that has been made on the 
;;econd reading, and, amongst others, I 
listened to that of the hon. member for 
Oxley. The hon. member made a very in­
teresting but, to my mind, somewhat illogical 
speech. He took a comprehensive view of 
the subject and tried to see, not merely one 
side of the question, but both sides. Of 
course, a man cannot be said ever to master 
any subject until he has seen not only his 
own point of view but that of his opponent. 
The hon. member, however, seemed to me 
to contraditJt in one part of his speech what 
he said in another part. For instance, in 
dealing with what may, perhaps, be re-­
garded as one of the prin?ip_les of the Bil!, 
although in another sense It Is only a detail 
--I refer to the levy to be made upon em­
ployers-the hon. member pointed out how 
burdensome this levy would be, and how 
it was going to injure industry. He said that 
employers would be unable to bear the levy, 
which was only one of many grievous 
burdens placed upon their shoulders, not 
only 60 far as the actual financial levy itself 
was concerned, but also from the point of 
view of the returns that would have to be 
furnished and other details. In another 
part of the hon. member's speech, however. 
he frankly admitted that in the majority of 
instances the employers would pass this 
burden. as he described it, on to someone 
else. In that case the employers would nol 
be the real payers of the levy, although they 
might be the nominal payers. The hon. 
member evidently believes that the employer~ 
in this instanCE' will be in the same position 
as they are in regard to many other demands 
that are made upon them, which they pass 
on to the consumers. In this instance. in 
all probability, they will pass it on to tho.se 
who "ark for them. In that case the burden 
will really become a levy on the industry, 
anti not upon the employers in that industry. 
Quite a number of other inconsistencies could 
be cited in the hon. member's speech. I 
think, too, that some of the causes a;"igned 
for unemployment were very small and in­
significant in comp<trison with the real and 
fundamental causes. One of the things that 
hav<' been trotted out as the causes of un­
employment is the antagonism of the em­
ployees to the employing dass; another i~ 
direct taxation. It is a pity that there should 
be any antagonism between employers and 
employees; but it is a sad mistake to put 
the blame for that antagonism on the em­
ployee. There is ample evidence that, i:~> 
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many inRtance~, the antagonisrn ifi the fault 
of the Pmployer rather than of the employee. 
Th0n, so far frorll ·dirPet taxation being a. 
cause of uncmployn1ent. in 1nanv instancr·~ 
th0 1'0Yerse is the case. · Regarde~l from th<' 
abstract point of vic>w, direct taxation is 
tl!ore equita blP and more easilv traced than 
i':direct taxation. "1:\'e know· who pays a 
dtrPct tax, whereas m thP case of indirec·t 
taxation it is difficult to find out who ulti­
!"ately pays it, and also how much benefit 
IS derived by the State from that form of 
taxation. In every inwtance I think direct 
taxation is preferable to i~direct t~xation 
~nd that. instea;:! of preventing employment: 
111 many cases dtrect taxation is the means of 
providing more employment. If there were 
anything in the contention that ·direct taxa­
tion is. ~esponsible for unemployment, then in 
countries where the:v have little or no direct 
taxation one would" expect to find no unem· 
ployment, and that, where the workers are 
s~rvile, where they do not go on strike or 
lnck oyer the traces, and where there is no 
antagonism bctwe<;n them and the employers, 
there would be !tttle or no unemployment. 
Yet Pveryone knows that that is not so but 
that i~ practically every country in the _;,arid 
there IS unemployment. It has been stated 
that unemployment in this country is largelv 
clue to thP fact that to a very large exter;t 
t]le people are. engaged in primary produc­
tion .. If there.Is anything in that argument, 
then m c-;mntnes where the people are chiefly 
engaged m sPcondary production there ought 
t-o be ll>ss unemployment than in a countrv 
dependent on primary production. V\T e know 
th':'t. that is ,not so, but that unemployment 
exists the wtde world over. The poor, WA 

ar.e told, we have always with us; so is it 
wtth unemployment. These so-called causes 
of unemployment are verv small indeed in 
comparison with the real· causes. In quit.­
!" nm!lber of debates. that have taken place 
m thts qhamber durmg the present session 
the questwn of increased production has bet'n 
raise-d, and we have listened to discourses 
upon the necessity for increasing our produc­
tiOn. Almost every morning when we take 
up our papers we see someone or other 
P.ointing out the r.reed for increased produc­
tiOn, and <;J.enounC'mg the " go-slow" system. 
I _have faile-d to s~e, so far, any tangibl€ 
evtdence produced m this Chamber to show 
t!mt .t hf're has bee': anything like a reduc­
tiOn m our. pro;:tuctwn, ,or anything to show 
that there Is a ' go-slow ' movement at work 
in. this yountry .. The ques~ion :ery naturally 
anses m my n~md who IS gomg to derive 
the benefit of mcr·eased production. Some 
hon. m<;mbers seem to think that increased 
productiOn can be brought about by taking 
the last ouncP of energy from the employees 
m th0 shape of work. In a great manv in­
stances there is a great deal of room for 
better organisation, for b0tter machinerv and 
in all probabilit,>· for more machinerv :B~- thE' 
a.doption of t~es<' and other method~· pr~duc­
tion may be mcreased. But the question I 
want to ask is, assuming that production is 
:ncrt'ased by one-fourth, or by one-half, who 
n; gomg to get the bem•fit of that increasE'd 
production? Invariablv WC' find that when 
production is increased; whether by r<·~son of 
inventions, hy the adption of labour-saving 
appliances, or by any other means, the 
workers very rarely get any benefit at all 
from the increased production. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTO.li : We offere-d you a CO· 

<Operative system, and you turned it down. 
1919-2 y 

Mr. \\'INSTAXLEY: Hon. members did 
nothing of the kind. The point I wish to 
rn.ak<> i' that those people who are talking 
so rrlu<'h about iu(·rca:-~Pd production ·want to 
inerea"''~ produdion in the interests of oiH· 
section of th(' communitY onlv. Thev do 
not think the workt•rs sho;1ld get any gr"eater 
incrPasP. but they think that the capitalists 
and landlords ought to get the benefit of 
that inC"reased produetion. · I am· satisfied 
that whilP there is room-and I think neces­
sity-for increased production in quite a 
numb('r of directions, one· of the bPnefits that 
,;hould come to the individual himself-to 
the workC'l'-should be a real increase and 
not a nominal increase in the share ~hich 
the work<er gets from produdion. Because. 
if on<• thing has been dl'monstrated in recent 
times, it. i ... that tlw worker may get an 
rncreasp rn vvage,,., a few more shillings or 
pounds at thP Pnd of the fortnight, or the 
month. as the case mav be, but he i" 
119 better off, ht'<'ause it =do~:'~ not pur­
chase any more clothing, any more food, 
any more fuel, or anv more shelt-er. It 
certainly dofs not gh-0- hirn anv n1ore of 
the good. things of li~e, to. say "nothing of 
the luxuries, that he IS askmg for and ex­
pectmg. Romething has been said in refer­
<'nce to the unemplo:ved and some rather 
seathing references have been made by somE' 
speakers as to the people who are unem­
]Jloyed, as if it were inYariablv the fault 
of the indh·idual hims0!f. " 

Hon. W. H. BAR.liES : \Vhen were they 
made~ 

:Mr. WIXSTA=-"LEY: Whcm the hon. 
member for Bulimba's t~ttention was taken 
elsewhert' last night. 

Mr. VOWLES: I was here, and they were 
not made. 

Mr. WIXSTAXLEY: I do not mention 
any nan1es, and I am not going to do so. 

Mr. VowLES: Because you cannot. 

Mr. WIXSTA:'>ILEY: Oh, ves: I can 
name them. If the hon. member 'wants to 
find out their names, if he was not listening 
to the speeehb, let him turn up '' Hansard " 
and he will find them there. PracticaJiy 
every member expressed his interest in th(, 
working man, and made much of the desire 
he has to see his condition improved, but 
as one member on this side interjected ver~· 
pertinently, the interest they have in him 
is nothing in comparison with the interest 
the:y take out of him. Hon. members op­
posite have contended that this Bill is not 
likely to help the worker. and thev have also 
madP Some reflections, which we're not too 
ereditablP to them, on working men gene· 
rally, but ;vhether they know it or not things 
are changmg, and the bulk of the senti­
ments t~at have been expressed on the op­
posite stde, and the platitudes to which we 
have listened as long as we can remember. 
are sentiments and platitudes that are 
entir<>ly out of date. 

Mr. VOWLES: Tell ns some of those scath­
ing rPmarks. 

Mr. WI~S'l'AXLEY : I will tell the hon. 
mernber just as much as suits me, just as 
whc>n he gets ~lp o.n his feet he says just 
as much as smts htmself. I am not going 
to undergo a cross-examination by interjec­
tions. ·when I get into the witness-box, 
and the hon. m~mber is cross-examining. me, 
I sh':'ll be qutte prel?ared to answer his 
quCcshons. My contentiOn is that in practi­
cally eyery country where men live and work 

Mr. W instanley. J 
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undAr the system under which we livt· and 
\Vork thPn:~ · are genuinP unen1ployPd -n1en 
who will come and say_ .. I am one· of tlH· 
unemployed. I want \York. I am able to 
work. I am willing to work, and I ,.,mnot 
gPt \vork." .A._nd whethPr hon. :r:nE>1nbers 
know or whether thev do not, there are 
in Q~eensland practical)y all the year rou!'d. 
·-and whether trade IS r<'garded as lwmg 
good or bad, .and apart altogether from the 
question of whether a Labour Government or 
,,ome other Government is in power-numbers 
of men who are genuinely unemployed. 'fhe 
hon. member for Bulimba had just about 
as much experience as oth!'r Treasur{•rs a.nd 
Ministers of unemployment deputations. and 
he had to admit that he could not settle the 
·question. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES : He did a great deal 
more than has been done since. 

Mr. WIXSTANLEY : He did nothing of the 
kind. The hon. member's leader said on one 
occasion that God Almighty could not settle 
the unemployed question, and if he can settle 
it, then he is much cleve!'f•r than his leader. 
There is no doubt that there is a number 
of unemploved as part and parcel of the 
l'resent system, and when that is not the case 
steps are taken to make it the case. As 
;•vidence of that, I would like to quote from 
a current paper-" Land and Liberty "-that 
·t·ame into my hands only yesterday, in which 
an instance is given of a case where there 
"as not a surplus of labour. It was brought 
up in the House of Com.mons, but it had 
reference to Trinidad, where thPy impor~ a 
good deal of labour from other countr1es, 
and where the conditions are, perhaps, just 
a little better than the slave trade in reality. 
Those workers, when they have served thP 
·three year" of their indenture, havp been 
in the habit of refusing to re·engage. and 
have been able to get on the land and work 
for themselves. This is what is said-

" It appears that in Trinidad there 
has been a scarcity of labour, or at least 
a scarcity of labour at ratPs of wages 
which the estate owners were willing to 
pay. The reason of this and ho'w it is 
being overcome, is partly revealed in the 
report of a special committee appointed 
by the Legislative Council of Tl'inidad, 
which was published in March, 1918 
(Council Paper l';'o. 36 of 1918). This 
committee reported that-

During the last fe.w years there has 
been a sufficient supply of labour in 
the colony, owing partly to the closure 
of the sale of Crown lands, and partly 
to the increase in the price of food­
stuffs caused by the war. The closure 
of the sale of Crown lands has re­
moved the principal incentive to the 
dispersal of time-expired immigrants 
(i.e., indentured labourers.-Ed., L. and 
L.) from the estates; while the increase 
in the price of foodstuffs has notably 
reduced the number of lost days by 
inculcating on labourers of all classes 
the desirability of steady work 
throughout the week. 

"And, again, summing up their con­
clusions, the committee say-

(A) We have already emphasised our 
opinion . that the pnme condition of 
success is the continuance of a verv 
conservative policy as regards the ope,;:. 
ing up of Crown lands. 

[Mr. W instanle:y. 

(B) Scarcelv less important is the 
speedy passa"ge into law of a stringent 
Vagrancy Act." 

'l'hos0 are the conditions in a place wherfl 
thert' ie not as much labour as the peon[,, 
emnloving labour require, and what they 
did- practically was to close up the .avenue 
which those individuals had of workmg for 
themselves-making it impossible for them 
to "'et on to Crown lands-and thf'n if they 
di.t!'' not go to work for a boss bring into 
opc•ration tlw Vagrancy Act, and throw the 
onus on them of showing that they had been 
workinO' four hours a. dav in each of three 
davs in"' the preceding sev'en, and to provide 
that if the,- could not do so they should 
get a. ,, month's hard without the option." 
It o-oes to show that it does not matter where 
the:' country is-the underlying system is 
practically· the same in each and.. every 
countrv. In a great many countnes the 
emplo:\·ers have not got tha.t difficulty because 
thev have other methods, and where there 
is ~ job to be had there are usually two ?r 
three men looking for it. It has been lmd 
down in several written constitutions. particu­
larh· in that of France. that a man has a 
right to lifp ar:d liber~y, an~ the pres.ent 
happme,s, and 1f th~t IS admitted I thmk 
a man has also a nght to work, and ca_n 
honestly and fairly claim that where he IS 
in a countrv as a citizen of that country, 
and is able and willing to work, it is obliga­
torY on some person or Government to find 
hirn work. It is a well known fact that the 
employer ·does not regard it as obligatory 
on him to find work If he does not want to 
do so. If he wants them, he thin~s it. is 
the dutv of the Government to provrde hun 
with the labour. But if there is a scarcity 
of labour in this or any other State-or an 
apparent scarcity-em!Jloyers appeal to ~he 
Government for immigr•ation, or somethmg 
else, to provide them with labour. They 
never on anv occasion I have heard or 
read 'of, recognise the fact that they are 
under any obligation whatever to find em­
ployment for m<.>n if they do not !l(;ed them, 
and cannot make a nrofit out of theu labour. 
\Vhen a man cannot find anyone who is pre­
pared to employ him-and in times gone by 
if he di-d not like the rate of wag<·< offered 
he was not taken on-he has to walk tJ:e 
streets untii he can find somebody who 1s 
prepared to accept his services. 

A good deal has been s.aid in reference 
to the successful man. The idea has been 
tl~at if a man is not successful-in the ordi­
narv sense in which success is regarded by 
members who sit opposite-it is his own fault; 
he is idle inefficient or careless ; he has 
not got the energy, ~r someth~ng else. It 
is never put on anybody else s shoulders. 
It is not an uncommon thing for some men 
to say "Look at what I was when I came 
to the country, and look at what I am now. 
If I have succeeded, why cannot everybody 
else?" If a man has amassed wealth, and 
has bnilt up a biiT banking account, what­
ever else he may~ lack, he is regarde-?:. as 
a succhsful man. I dissent from a defimtwn 
of that description. because some of the 
best men who have ever lived in this world, 
and some of the greateot social reformers, 
would be outside that category altogether, 
because it w.a.s not their aim and object 
to make monev. Thev had in mind other 
things much better than the making ?f 
money, and the 'consequence was they d1d 
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not make money. Tlwy never grew rich. 
tlwy lived poor, and ·died poor. The con­
sc"qu<'n~e would be that they would be re­
ganled by the ordinary aYerage ernployPr 
ae umuceessful men, and also by a good 
manv of the hon. members who sit opposite. 
In ;, great man,. instancPs he who is re­
g-arded as a suce0;-~ful n1an is nothing mQre 
than a Buccessful robber. He is shrewd 
enough. and knows sufficiPnt about the• laws 
of tilE' country, to be ab le to rob people 
legally. HP is the man who says " Rver~­
man for himself. and the devil take the 
hindruost." He is a suc('Pst::ful rnan in rnany 
instances because he has ah-ravs his foot on 
soml'b0 dy Plse's 1wek, and h·ea-ding people 
down in his endeavour to su~ceed. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: They are on that side 
of the House. 

Mr. WIXSTAKLRY: No, they are not on 
this side of the House. As a matter of fact. 
how many instances arc there, without going 
far afield, where they who are regarded as 
succPcoful men owe their success, not to their 
<mterpri"c or their ability, but to the fact 
that Rome of their prede~essors have bought 
land in a big city which, as time goe~, on, 
has increased in value, and has provided them 
practically with a competencB without any 
effort at all on their part. In a book in 
which this idea is set forth, some of the 
principles are exceptionally good. It is ad· 
mitt<'d that with a six-hour dav a man can 
produce sufficient to provide ~for his own 
wants. and make great profits for his em­
ployers. It point out as conspicuous examples 
of su~cessful men, Rockefeller and Carncgie, 
and one or two others of a similar 
character. With those men, success was 
largely due to their cunning, and the fact 
that t'hey got hold of tl,le natural sources 
of wealth. The fact that Carnegie wa-o able 
to give away £70,000,000 was due to his 
having got hold of some huge iron-ore deposits 
which he had no more right to than any 
other citizen in the American States, and 
also natural gases and coal and lime deposits. 
He was a good organiser, and when he got 
going he had any amount of capital avail­
able. But his success as a manufacturer and 
merchant was due to the fact that he got 
hold of things he never made, and which 
his predecessors did not make-the great 
natural sources of wealth. The consequence 
is that however clever and able a man might 
be he has no possible chance of becoming 
clever in the same direction as this particular 
individual. Rockdeller's is a similar case. 
He got hold of something he did not produce. 
He was, no doubt, a good organiser. He 
managed to crush out of existence a number 
of small competitiors, and build up a huge 
monopoly, and he benefited bv it. Accord­
ing to my idea, of success, I ·do not L'egard 
those people as being successful. They cer­
tainly are successful if succeos is to be re­
garded ;;imply from the standpoint of making 
money. This Bill is intended to provide 
work for the genuine unemployed individual 
the man who is able and willing to work: 
It may provide for some others, but that is 
the primary object of the Bill. In so far as 
it does that, I say it is an Bxceptionally good 
thing. In a well ordered community, which, 
no doubt, we vvill have by and by, there 
will not be an unemployed man, for the com­
munity will recognise that it is not only a 
loss to the individual, but it is also a loss 
to the community. for men to be walking 

about -doing nothing and pro-ducinp; nothing. 
Ont• of the unfortunat" things about men 
being unpmployed iB that they are not only 
losing their wages. but that when they havP 
lost a dav's, a vveek's, or a n1onth's work 
it is gone' for Pver, and tlwre is no making 
it up by any other means. The capitalist or 
landlord mav lose to some extent, but he 
has quite a number of ways in which he can 
make up his loss. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: Oh. has he! 

Mr. vYINSTANLEY: The working man'1• 
timP, when once it is gone, is gone for ever, 
so that financial loss is a verv serious one 
to him. Anybody who knows anything about 
the conditions of the workers knows that often 
times men are out of work through no fault 
of their own, bv reason of circumstances over 
which they· have no control. \Vhen they 
are out of work for a month, six weeks, or 
two months, their accounts run up and 
sometimes it is years before they get on 
the level, and have a fair start again. I 
think anything which obviates or minimises 
that kind of thing will be exceptionally good, 
not only for the individual but for the com­
munity. If that were the only loss it would 
not be a very serious one ; but, in rny opinion, 
a more serious loss is that an indivi-dual who 
is out of work, and day after day walks 
from one place to another looking for work 
a,nd meets with disappointment and dis­
~ouragement, soon begins to deteriorate. If 
he has to suffer that kind of thing very long 
it is not surprising that it leads to despair 
imperc<>ptibly at. first, then more gradually, 
not only physwally and mentally, but 
morally. So it is detrimental, not only 
to the individual, hut to the community as a 
whole, to have people out of work, walking 
about the place practicallv begging for some­
body to give them work: A good deal has 
been said in connection with co-operation and 
co-partnership and a better understanding 
hptween employers and employees. I am in­
clined to think that sometimes when you get 
faee to facp with men and discuss matters 
with them, you see points you have never 
spen before. and probably something will be 
done in that direction. I want to point out 
that those individuals who at the present 
time are making a pretty big howl all 
through the State about being levied to the 
extent of £2 per year for the men they have 
in their employ oYer the number of five, 
towards pro.-iding for employment--

lion. W. H. BARNES : £2 per head. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Yes, £2 per head 
p~r year for all employees over five. If they 
have ten for half the year, they will noli be 
levied for ten for the whole year, but will 

be levied for onlv five. While 
[7.30 p.m.] hon. member' opp"osit~ may take 

exception to this measure, and 
say that it is a burdensome thing to place 
the propo~ed tax upon employers. they take 
no exception to the attempts which ar'l ma-de 
by employers to defeat their employees. The 
Employers' Federation have distinctly laid 
thcmselv~s out to build up a fund to try, 
not to reconcile employees with the em­
ployers, or to see that the employees are 
not interfered with by the employers making 
big profits out of them, but to do the re­
verse-to try to defeat any legislation this 
House may attempt to pass in order to 
ameliorate the condition of the workers. 

Mr. W instanley.] 
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Tlwy ar<: also going a,; far ae they po8sibly 
eau in the direction of doing what they 
have been everlastingly condemning, that 
is, to use the boycott; and anybody who 
does anything which is antagonistic to thooe 
people they are going to the utmost <)Xtent 
of their power to try to destroy. There is 
no co-operation or copartnership in that 
kind of thing, and that spirit is prevalent, 
not only among employers in this 8tatE', but 
also among employers throughout th.; Com­
monwealth, and far bt>yond the bounds of the 
Commonwealth. They should endeavour to 
do something better than that. If those 
persons are sincere, and if hon. membE)rs 
opposite are really sincere when they talk 
about co-operation and copartJwrship, they 
ought to display a very different spirit. 

I wish now to say one or two words with 
rt•gard to tht' proposal in this Rill to pro­
vide for people who are oftentimes termed 
unemployable. It is unfortunat" that there 
><hould be some people who are below the 
standard required by employer~ an<l are 
unemployed, be<'ause some arP degenerate and 
some are not m!'ntally strong. But those people 
hav<' to be looked after; they have to be kept 
now; they have to be supported by the com­
munity. They have a right to live as long 
as nature keeps them alive, and th<ey have to 
be supportt'd now in Queensland. It would 
be infinitelY wiser to make <>ome 0ffort to 
improve the condition of those people, and 
put . them in the way of earning a living 
for themselves, than to continue th() present 
method of dealing with such unfortunates. 
·w., should try to improve their condition, 
to help them clay by da~ to make some 
improvement in their condition, Bo that thev 
may c•ontribute wmething towards the cos"t 
of their keep. One of the prime things in 
connection with unernplovment is the land 
question, even in a yc;ung country like 
Queensland. The land question, and the 
manner in which we deal with it, is the 
bedrock in connection with unemployment, 
and in connection with every othN indus­
trial subject that is discussed in this House. 
In Queensland, although it is a young 
country, and a nQw country, we find that 
there are some 26,000,000 acres of land which 
have been alienatFd from the Crown, and 
that not one-fourth of that land is put under 
t•ultivation. 

:Mr. BEBBINGTON: How much per cent. is 
there? 

Mr. vVINS'l'AXLEY: It is onlv 4 per 
cent., but it does not matter what "the pei·­
centage is. There are not more than 
2,000,000 acres under cultivation, and 
£50,000,000 h<:vn been spent by the State 
on works which havn improved the value 
oi land from one end of the State to the 
oth0r. \Ve find that in some places in 
Queensland a quarter-acre allotment, with 
neithQr a stick nor a stone upon it, is worth 
£15,000. The. landowner get•·· that money, 
and the people have to pay th,. int<•rpst on 
thP money which has been spent in in~re,ts­
mg the valu" of the land. The hon. mem­
ber for Drayton, if he has proved one thing 
more than another during the pr<:sent ses­
sion in his speeches on the land question, 
it is that the farmer on the Darling Downs 
and in othN· places, is labouring under som~ 
<lifficultieB. If the farmers are suffering 
from one thing more than another, it is 
not the fact that there is a Labour Govern­
ment in power, nor the fact that a land 

[M1'. Winstanley. 

tax is imposed on them. It is the> fact tha1 
the capital h.; has required to obtain his 
land has been heaped up by the high prices 
ehargcd for thn land, and by hi<> having 
to go to the bank and obtain a loan on 
mortgage. This burden he has to carry on 
his back. 'rhe farmer's difficultv is that he 
has to rais0 capital and pay 6 yJer cent. or 
7 pflr cent. for the money he borrows, which 
is more than three or four times the amount 
he has to pay in land tax. Some time ago 
a number of persons visited the State look­
ing for cheap land, and they reported that 
there was any amount of land which was 
worth from £20 to £30 pt;r acre, but that 
they wanted cheap land which would be 
available to men who <'ame to this country 
and wished to start farming. The Premier 
(Mr. Denham) admitted that if they wanted to 
g·et hold of suitable land within easy <listanc'l 
of a road or a railway, there was none avail· 
ab!<;. They found that if people are willing 
to take up land 20 or 30 miles from 
a railway, they could be provided with the 
land they required. At the present time, 
in order to provide ]and for the men who 
have b<::en to the front and fought the 
Empire's battles, the Government have to 
buy land from private individuals, at fancy 
pricee, and cut up that land into farms or 
allotments. I am satisfied in my own mind 
that this land difficulty is one of the diffi­
culties that have to be overcome beforE) we 
can do away with unemployment to any 
great extent. ·whatever may be said by 
hon. members opposite about the Bill, it is 
an honest attempt to deal with a very diffi­
cult and very intricate problem, and I hope 
we shall get an opportunity of seeing what 
can bt• clone under its provisions, and show 
the people that an honest and earnest 
end'lavour is being made to help those persons 
who at the present time are unable to help 
themselves. If the Bill enables us to do 
that, the men who have framed and intro­
duced it will dflserve well, both of the 
present and future generations in Queensland. 

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

:Mr. GUNN: I think we all recognise that 
unemployment is a very serious thing·. A 
man out of a job is to be pitied abo.-e all 
others. For a man who is willing to work 
in order to keep his wife and family, it is a 
tPrrible thing: for him not to be able to get 
work. Everybody can paint a very pathetin 
picture of the unemployed man. We all 
agree upon that, but the question is as to 
whether this Rill is going to meet the situa­
tion. Is it going to give employment to the 
unemployed'! I am afraid not. When the 
Bill comes into force, the unemployed will 
be with us all the same. They have been 
"·ith us ever sin<'P the world began, and they 
will be with us to the end of time. I am 
afraid that this Bill will f'righten capital 
·awav from Queensland, and that it will 
acce-;,.tuate the unemployed question. If it 
drives capital out of the State, population 
will follow the capital. Population always 
follows the man with the money. You may 
confiscate his property, and try to persecute 
him, but he gets away to some other State.· 
Although you abuse the man with capital, 
vou follow him about wherever you can, and 
;,_re only too gla<l to share his wealth with 
him. I want to point out that, so far, 
Labour Governments have bred unemploy­
ment. The following table from " Knibbs," 
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page 20. July, 1919. with regard to unem­
ployment for 1918 Pnablcs us to cc,mpare 
Que!'nsland with the othPr StatBs: ---

::-./LVIBER OF rNE}!PLOYED. 

lst 2nd :ln! lth 
Qtr. (ltr. Qtr. Qtr. 
per per per p;:r 

<'ellt. cent. cent~ cent. 
Qut>ensland 8.0 10.4 7.0 11.6 
Victoria 6.1 7.3 6.4 6.2 
~- S. Wales ... 5.0 4.9 6.5 3.6 
W. Australia 5.0 5.4 5.3 4.2 
Tiumwnia 3.4 2.0 2.6 1.7 
S. Australia 2.8 2.9 2.7 2.2 

~oue of the othPr Stat<"'' }wo got a Labour 
GovernnH:'nt so entr0ncheJ a:5 · IVP have in 
QuPensland: :y!'t the number of tmc•mplo:yed 

:; greatPr 1ll (,hwen,land than in any other 
l:lta!P. · 

Mr. :VI eL!,AN : Don't you kuow tlw reawH 
for thut ~ vYe are pro\·iding for tlw Uf]('Ill· 

ployed from thP other BtatP' n> wPll n·- mn 
,)\VIl. 

;\lr. G G2'\2'\ : lt is not tlll Pxtraordinarv 
•.hing that we arP prm·iding <'mployment fo'r 
the unemployed who arP flocking h('rp from 
'JthPr_ States. \Y <' k~ow that thP unemployed 
.HP l~k<• ·~·ater, wlne!t alway~> filb up gapo 
.md hnds ltf' own lPvPI. Jf therP are unPm­
ployt>d in Qut>t>nsla!Hl tlwy go to tlw other 
States, it.Ild Yi<'P ver~a. PPrhap~ it i~ just 
a.' well to •ee what Labour papers sa.r 
-about thi" BilL This is tlu• Rockhampton 
'·Record'' of 3rd SPptPmlwr. in which tht> 
controlling· intE'rest. I beliPvc. i" held bv tlw 
Pi'PmiPr of this Statc>, aud heretofore· that 
ha;; be<'n a Labour pajwr. I oupposP thi,._ 
ls th0 Pre1nier's opinion. lt 'if' an 0xtra~ 
:)rdinary thing that tht> Premier in his paper 
~:ondenms the Bill. and his 'l'reasnr<'r bring> 
it in in the House-ht> condemns it m1 thP 
HlP hand :and praiseB it on thr• othPr. Thi~ 

is wh~: tlw ':'rtid<• says-· . 
In ninP <'aHe~ out of tPn th1s papPI' 

SE'(l~ l'Yf' to (•ye with thP State Govern­
rnt)nt, but tbP tPnth caHP ha~ ariP-tlll in 
thP ·cn<>mplo:ved \Yorkt'rs Bill. Tlw 
motivPs behind this Bill maY hP th<• 
be~.t. but thPre i~ a cletachnwnt' fronl tlw 
teaf'.hings of PxperiPnce and a devarture 
from the. t_encb of fair ]llay nnderl:-·ing· 
the pronswns of thP Bill which forp­
doom it to failm·p. It <·an o< n-ceh· be 
{lescribed at:J a. Yote-catC'ldng nlr<:l:3urP, lm­
c·au"e no Go.-ermuent- eould hope to liv<' 
long on any votE's sueh a ntca:-.nrc ·woukl. 
ratch. It is too dePph· tino-p;l with thP 
odiun1 of ahn~-giYing t'o nu~ke any deeJl 
appPal to anY <'Olliliderab]P bodv of tlw 
men and WOlllen of QuePnel md. · Tt can. 
therefore, be deoerilwd a" a miognided 
attempt on the part of it" author to 
obtain the unobtainable." 

That i:-; adverBP ('ritif'is1n fro111 friPnd~ of 
the• Gon•rnment. This Bill rPmin<b me• of a 
parabk which I will quote-- I am accustomed 
to using parables in this HousP. vYhE'n I 
W:IS a ;vou:1gster fifty years ag-o. in tlw \Var­
'"dck ch~tr1et, thf:lre \Ytts an auetioHPer therP 
whosp namp was Billv Balk lie· wa;: in thP 
hahit of holding ho1:~,. sale's. On onp occa­
,ion . there was a Y<'l'Y fl!le-looking horsP 
"Pnt 1nto the :mle vard:-;. It '""·as- one of tho;;;(' 
noble animab, with a fine coat and a bold 
".ve. and you could not .;;pp a blernis.h in 
him. Someone in the <·rowd "'tid. ·'Mr. 
Balb. what is th(' rnatter with that horse~ 
Surely no owner of a horsP like that would 
want to sPll it at auction unkss therE' was a 

fault in it." .:\lr. Balls said. '· It has only 
two faults, and those two faults I am not 
allowed to tPll vou until tlw ~metion is over. 
The ownPr di-cl, not like to sell it privat<''Y· 
and I am c-l'lling him hPre with only two 
faults.'' ThP sak was complete-d, and tho 
hor,;p brought more· than was expectPcL bP· 
(•ause hP 1va a finP·looking ani1nal. V\71wn 
the purcha«er aekPd Mr. Balls what faults 
the horoe> 11-,HL lw oaid. '"The first fault is 
that he is v<•rv hard to catch. and the second 
fault is that· whc·u lw is caught he is no 
'adjPdive' good." (Loud laug-htt'r.) This 
Bill is a most diffieult Bill to draft. I pity 
thP man who has had to ,d,.-aft it. ::--io doubt. 
it i-: a g-ood Bill as far as its UJlJH'Manc<' 
is coll{'PrnP.fL hut it ha:-. got the one great 
fault, tlmt "lwn it is drafted it is no good-­
it will not pfJ:'ect thP purpose for which it is 
intendPd. BParing on that, T would like to 
mPntion that a. friend of mine this t'Yening 
handNl ml' a letter from a man at Towno­
YillP. a man I knew welL an<l who is a 
stroug unionist. vVhen I was first. stan<ling 
for p,,rliam<•nt hP oppost'd mE'. :ike many 
g·ood uuioni~L-; and honest nwn did, in an 
OJH'll way. I think he ~-':s the secr~tar; of 
Ollt' uf tlw vVorkers' Pohucal Orgamsatwns. 
and lw pypntutally got up to 'l'ownsYilh' . 
\V"hprf'V()l' you go .vou c•ould not UlPf't a 
bettt>r <·la~::; of 1vorking 1uan, arHl onP rnore 
1oy«l to hl~ union than ]JP 1-v.as. 

Thi,; i, all extract from his lettPl', datPd 
7th :-',f']HPlul)('r 

" TownS\·ilk is in a h·rrible state of 
..,tarnnion. and ~ol!U' of the Ino~:~t. disgra{'P­
ful cla><> of peopl<• or ratlwr ltlE'll in An:>· 
tralia arP at. prPSPnt in To\vnsville. and 
110 tHan will~~1g- to work ha~ a chance 
arnong th('m. 

Ilo"- i:-' thi:-:; Bill going to in11n:oYP that ::;.ort 
of thino·. ::\Ianv of the niPil m Townsnll<> 
arf' our'"' of worl~ through no fault of their 
tnvn: pt>rha] IR. owing to the :-.trike of nw~ti·, 
Plnployr>(l:-., <H' ~mnPh~dy t)1sP. an~. I do not 
Sf'l' how you a rP go1np: to lwr~efit th\In by 
thi> Bill. Tlw mP!l went on ~tnke. D1d not 
tlw mPn at (']oncurrv draw the fires an<l 
t lwn w<'nt awav and ·l,,ft th<' matte in the 
ft~rna<·e' and it' all went \\TOllg. As I said 
at thP bell'inning. I an1 YPl'.) symp~thetio 
towar-ds tlw UllPmployPd. J would hke to 
~PP t'VPrv Hlan g-et a job. It is hateful to m.P 
to '"" '~ man without a job, but this Bill 
will not intproYP Inattt•r"·· ThPre ar~ methods 
In IYhivh "" could conw to the m-s1stance of 
tliP lltl<'lll]lloyed. and one method is by in­
wrancP. I beli<'vt> that pvcry man ought to 
inf:uro hinlHPlf ugain~t uneinplo::nnent, and the 
man who i' in ·the habit of being in constant 
w<n·k ha:-- u hPttPr right to receive r.Plnunf'l'a­
tion undPr an insuranec' scheme than the 
man who is habitually uJwmploy('{]. There 
are 1nPn \vho arf' UlH'rnployablP. and it is 
\"<'l'V difficult to d0al with them. The man 
wlH'> "'is in thf' habit of taking employment 
whPneYl'T hP gPt::: th0 chance should, "\Yith 
thf' a~~istaHC'<' of thP Governrne-nt. and the 
assi:->tanc-P of tlu_' r·Inp1oy{'r .. and with his own 
as-siRtancP. in::;tuf' hint::;elf against unemploy­
!nPnt. ami rhPn wbPn he is out of a job he 
'' rll!ld haYP thP right to receiY<' a certain 
tunount of :nton.Pv to :-;.oe bin1 oYPr a had tinlC. 
Tlw hoH. nwmbf''' who intro<lucr•d this Bill 
a1w.rv~ O"iYPS a good pxposition of any Bill 
hP iiltrt~dU('P:--. IIP always rnakes ori0 be­
liPn' that hi" Bill is perfPct. I remember 
whPu lw introclucc>d the Arbitration Bill into 
rhi,; HouR<' lw took up a good <lea] of time 
and PxplairH'd it in most methodical 

J/r. Gunn.1 
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1nanner; a Inanner. in fact, which vras very 
taking. and I waR almost persuaded that that 
Bill was perfect, that we would see no moro 
unemployment and no more strikes when 
th'' Bill was passed. He told us that fornwr 
GovernmPnts could not deal with strikes 
because they were not sympathetic to the 
worker, but the Govepnnent of which he was 
it member was sympathetic to the worker, 
and that the judge of the Arbitration Court 
';ould be a temperamentally. fitte~ judge. 
J<,verybody would be brought mto !me, and 
the worh•r would ha•·e no more cause for com­
plaint whPn that Bill got on to the statute­
book: in fact, that the oceupation of tho 
union dP!egates would be gone. That Act 
has now been in force two or three years, 
ancJ yt•t we sPe 1nor.e ul!empl.oylnent, more 
'trikt•s, and morp dissatisfaction than ever 
bdor<'. I am fparful that the same thing 
Will tah placp when this Bill is put into 
fore0: that _it will acc•NJtuate the unemploy­
ment questiOn instead of amelioratino· it. 
All Govermnents, when there is a bad t'ime. 
have a rig-ht to try and find work for the 
unemployed. The Government are in a better 
position to do that than anybody else, and 
heretofore when unemploymcmt was preYa!Pnt 
the GoYPrnment started railway.,; or relief 
worb. That is quite a legitimato thing 
for any Gov(-'rllmf'nt to do; in fact, I go so 
f:u as to say that railway eonstruction and 
a great many other Government works should 
not ~(~ gone· ... on with \Vhen e1nployn1ent is 
plentiful. \\ hPn thp producers are short­
handed, thP Gm·ernment could v<>rv well sta v 
their hands until therc• was uneillployment 
and tlH'n go on with their works. Th~ 
SPere~ary. fm I?ublic Works, when speaking 
on thb Bill. "tld It. would principally apply 
to seasonal oceupabon:-~; that there \vas uu­
PntploymPut through spasonal occupations. 
Ht> I:E'f!'rrecl to the shearen, and said that 
:"<'l'tam men werp employed during the shear­
mg sl'asou and werE' idle for thE' rest of the 
Y<'ar. Ht> said furtlwr that the 'ohcarers onh· 
workPd thrPP months in the vear. All mv 
~ife I han" be('ll connected with thr- gTaz1ng 
mdustry and I know the conditions in that 
industry. As a matter of fact. there are 
two C'lassps of shearer~ and shedhands. Th,•re 
" tiH• man who has a little hit of a ~election 
or Kh~)p and hP g'OPS to the nearP.;;t shed .and 
p~Its 111 a h~w weeks at shearing, and the ref't 
of tlw time he spends in his buoiness or on 
his farm. Then thm·p is the professional 
ro!lsPa bout who follows thl' profc"sion all th<• 
yf'ar round. 

:\Ir. H.\RTLEY: Can lw shc·ar all thE> year 
round? 

:.Ylr. Ci{'::\?\: ll<' can 'hear all t!H' ~·c•ar 
round. 

::VIr. fiARTLEY: ::\o, Jw can't. 

~\Ir. G l'::\::\: HP can start in :.Yiav and 
.Jutw at Barcaklitt<': during Julv and August. 
he ean. LP shearing right down to Roma and 
that ch,tnct: Septe::nber. he can be shearing 
tn tlw l>ord<>r "hstncts: October, November. 
h~· c_an he shearing· in thP ::\<>w England 
dtstncts. and. in fact, up to DPePntbPr: 
tTunuary apd FPbrt~ary are not good 1nonths 
to shPa r Ill : but m :Yiareh h0 can do tlw 
lfareh _lamb s!waring. ,\ goo-d many peoplP 
,]war l1l Mareh, April. and ::Ylay, and then 
lH~ 1:-:; Into J Ullt' ap:ain. I c·an assnrf' hou. 
llll'.mbe-r~ that a :tnan eau bP o:-.hearino· for 
IliiW I!Hmih!ci in thP ~-par. n 

:\1;-. l'OLI.OCK : f <"halJ<•llg"<' YOU to find t!'ll 
:-:huarPrs in Qut>en: .. ]arHJ "·ho ~ :-~hPar all thP 
~'l'ill' J'OUlld. 

[.1fr. Gunn. 

1Ir. GUNN: Do you ever see an unem­
ployed shearer? 

Mr. POLLOCK: Yes; there are hundreds­
of them in \V est Queensland now. 

::Ylr. G1::':\'.i\": I know that in my district 
we can neYer fill our sheds. Shearing is a 
trade. and the men do not put on too many 
apprC:nticPs, with the result that tJ;ere is a 
shortage of shearers on many occaswns, and 
then• are no shearers who are unemployed. 
Then, again. it is yery hard wor!< and very 
honourable work. I have nothing to s!ly 
ao·ain>t the shearer. I have seen some of 
tl~e finest men on the face of the earth who 
are shearers, and those men are not asking 
the Government to find relief work or any­
thing Pis!'. That is not the class of men who 
arP asking for this BilL 

::\Ir. Por.LOC'K : What about the rouseabout? 
h he <'mployed all the y<>ar round? 

:Vlr. ({'{;]'\?\ : He can be; he can follow 
thP shearer round if he likes. If the men 
who <'mploy over fiye nwn have to pay .£2 
a head towards this fund, why on earth do 
not tlw Government contribute the same 
amount? The GovernmE'nt have entered into 
different 0nterprises. and are large employE'rB 
of labour. 

Hon .. J. G. APPEL: The largest. 

:\1r. U'CXK: The largest, but, strange tc 
say, the oceupations the G_overnnient hav<> 
<•ntered into are not occupatwns that employ 
a largl; amount of labour. Take the cattle 
,tations. 'l'hat is where; all the money is 
o·oino- and it is said that about two white 
~Pn ""and a blackfellow can run a cattle 
st.ation. I remember that squatters used t-o 
b<' blamed for not employing labour, and it 
was stat0d that all thev cared about was 
lPgislation for sheep arid cattlf', and that 
they earpd nothing about human_ beings. Y<;Jt 
we have the Government spendmg all then· 
monPv in cattle stations instead of in occupa­
tions "that l'mploy labour. This £2 a head 
eontrihution will not matter Yery much to 
the grazier, a~ he does not E'mploy very 
much labom·, and we must look to our 
seeondarv industries to give employment to 
our population. For the sake of illustrati?n, 

lc•t nu' take a factory hke 
[8 p.m.l Morrow's biscuit factory. I do 

uot know how many hands thP:r 
vmploy, but let us suppose tho numhPr IS 
300. That means that they will have to pay 
£600 per annum under this Bill, at the rate 
of £2 !J<'r head. 'l'hat factory has to corn­
pew with the biscuit factories in the other 
BtatPs. \Vould it not be better for :Morrow~, 
Limited, if thl'v have this tax imposed upon 
tllf'm, to shift" their factory and machinery 
d<nYn to ~ewcastlE', where they would be 
IH'ftr<'r the flour. where the flour would be 
<'heapPr. where coal would be cheaper and 
more <·onvcni<•nt and where labour would be 
jmt as <>asv to get as here, and by so doing 
san' tlw £600 a vPar • I am afraid that thie 
Bill, if passed, "will drive secondar.r indus­
tries awaY from this State. Tlw sm:ondary 
indnstric·.<" a-ro th<' ones we should encouragF, 
but thPv arc• the ont•s that will suffE'r princi­
pal!~· 1inder this legislation. This kind of 
thing will not E'twourage capital to com.e 
here. C'nder elausn 7, if an inspector, or 
>ome other officpr of the dE'partment, nnters 
your premises, lw may tell you that they 
ue(•d pa intiug-: and you will have to pain·i 
tlwm. You will have no appeal. Ho may 
tPll vou that vou need JH~\v windows. Again'l 
no app<•al ! ·Is it likely that the fac:tory 
o\nH'r will .~top in this eonntry if we hav€' 



Unemploycl lrurkc:·s Hill. [ll SEPTEMBER.) Unempl":;rrl Workers Bill. 121 

Acts of Parliament like this on the statute­
book? Then, again, clause 8 provides that, 
if you are making a profit of more than 
15 per cent., the surplus may be taken away 
from you for unemployment purposes, or 
you ma;-.· he made to invest it in debentures. 
I do not know anyone who makes an average 
profit of 15 per cent. Of course, I know vou 
are allowed an exemption of £5,000; but 
this is the way it will work out : Plentv 
of graziers may breed up their flocks and 
herds for three or four vears, and at the 
end of that time their stock may bn 
numerous. In one year they may make over 
15 per cPnt. ; but the next yea,r they may 
lose all they possess. I certainly think that, 
if an individual is to be penalised for making 
over 15 per cent., it should not be confined 
to one year's operations, but the average 
for a number of years should be taken. I 
have sohw Federal income tax figures here 
which show the difference that the seasons 
make in the grazing industry on a man's 
inc:ome. For the year 1915-i916, this man 
paid £2; for 1916-1917. he paid £236: for 
1917-1918, hP paid £1,743. At that rate: You 
would think he was making a fortmw V'ery 
fast ; but. for th<> year 191~-1919 h<> only paid 
£300. His returns for tins year are not in 
yet, but he will be on the wrong sidP of th0 
ledger altogethPr owing to the drought. 
Now, supposing that that m_an was to bn 
!axed on the figures for the yea1· when his 
mcome tax was £1,743. assuming that he 
made a profit that year of over 15 per cPnt., 
~e would have to pay a great deal more than 
If he was assessed on his iw·om·<' ovPr a 
SE'ries of :;·<'ars. 

Again, under the Bill the local authorities 
will be eom]WllPd to borrow monev if tlw 
Treasurer thinks fit to order them t~ do so 
without taking a poll of the ratepayers. They 
are not to be allowed to consult the rat<>­
payers at all. It may happen that Tom, Dick, 
Harry, and Bill-none of them re,ident in 
the shire or with any interests in it-may 
be building a railway in thP localitv oi· 
there may b~. a lot of casual hands t-mril~yed 
<:n some r·ellef work in the district. To 
find work for those men, the Treasurer mav 
<'Ompel thP local authoritv to borrow monev 
and spend it on all sorts of absurd things, 
and the landowm•rs will have to foot th" 
Bill. Everything eomes back to the man on 
the land. Surely to goodness someone elsP 
ought to lw asked to pa7 somPthing besides 
the man who owns a bit of land. If he 
happen,; to han• mor<• than £5 000 worth of 
land, lw has to pay the Fede;·al land tax, 
Everyone who own,; land of a greater value 
than £300 has to pav the Statp land tax 
Every landowner ha" t'o pay tlw shire coun~ii 
rates for all sortg of purposes. If inflm•nza 
should brPak out, he is rated to pay the 
eost of coping with thL' dis('aSP. That is 
another land tax. ruder this Bill the land­
owner will havp to pay this unemplovnwnt 
!ax. Then "'" arp told that the Governm('nt 
mtend to bring in a Main Road" Bill; and 
I Will gua rant PP that it will be found when 
the Bill is introLlueed. that the nnfo;tunate 
landowJH'r will be taxed to make and main­
tain the main roads, although I think that 
cveryonP who usPs the roads ought to be 
made to pay som,ething towards their up­
keep. I would far sooner see a toll bar on 
the roa"h than compel th<' unfortunate 
farmer. who has to go out &nd fight the 
:<easons. to pay for th<>ir maintenance. This 
Bill will be no good to thP farmer who 
happens to be out of work. I do not suppose 

lw will (\' t'll L0 g1v0n a free pas:; to go fl·oin 
mw farm to another along the railway. Yet: 
th<' farnll'r out of work is just as pathetic 
a 'fig-un• as the wharf Jumper or the shearer 
who is out of work. I am SOlTY to say that 
rmmv farmers on thc Darling Downs at thn 
prc•;•nt time, although they may not be out 
of work. are not getting any remuneration 
for their work. They have been planting· 
their wheat yPar afh~r year, and have goti 
nothing for it. :"<Pither this Bill nor any 
of th<' n•st of the legislation intro-duced by 
this UovcrnmPnt <'om.e,; to the relief of the 
farme1·. ThP only men who are to obtain 
anv rnliPf under, thP Bill are those who 
lmiJl)('IJ to be congr<>gated in the big cities. 
Th<'I'f' is nothing to prl'Yent ·the men in the 
,•ities \vho are out of work going out into 
thP ronr1try and taking up a farm, and 
working it on the eo-o]wrative principh!. 
Tlwrp i,; nothing to prevent a number of 
,h,,m·pr,.; and rouRc>abouts from taking up a. 
gra:dng sele<·tion or a. run in the Gulf 
<·otmtry, putting; eattle on to it, working it 
on thP <'ommunistie principle, and taking 
thP who!<' of tlw proiits for thPnu;~•lves. 

Hon .. J. C:. APPEL: Didn't somp of them 
go to Paraguay and n·y somPthing of that 
kind; 

::\h. (}l';\:X: I knoll that a Jmmt>er of 
Il:ll'll fnnn lJuPPnRlnnd did go to Paragua~·. 
and dtP;\. Jnad~· a gre-at- failure of it. Thl:>t 
lin .. t thiug- thPy did wlwn they got to Parn­
guay \Ut~ to raisP tlw flag of indepPnd('IH'P­
I d(, not know wh{•tlwr it \.Vas tlw r-ed flag­
or not--lmt rh<'Y rai,.;Nl the flag of ind<>pL·n<l­
<'ll<'<' and th··~- 'elwPrPd it. (LaughtPr.) Tho 
l~a.tin·s g:atlwn'd round it too. and tlwy all 
dH)<'rPd it. Tho..-P JHPn Rairl they were glad 
to hP ft·pp-glad that thP;v \YPl'P no longe-r 
,nhj<·<·t to tlw Cnion .Taek. Aftc>r a timP 
tltt-'1'1' wa:-; no orHl to do anything in the­
~t.~tth•nH•nt. For instanef\, if a 1nan gTP\V 
watt•1· rnPions. hi~ nPighhonr:-; \vould eo:rup in 
and roh him of hi, mPions. (Laug-htPr.) On<' 
thrift~- indiYidua1 gTC'W a erop of potatO{'.". 
antl hi~ nl•ighbour,~ u~ed to eontP in anrl 
··bandicoot" his potahH'S. (RPne\;n:d laugh­
t·''l'.) SociaJi,m '0011 hrok~ down under tho'" 
eondirion~. BIHl thPv \~'0nt to the G-overnment 
of tlw -f'ountrv, ar;d n~kPd to bP sent back 
to _\_ u~trali a. ' \Vlwn ollf' Bf'etlon \H'rB going 
down tlll' La Plata H in•r to tlw llort of 
t'lnbarkatiou, tlw~- ..,aw tlw 1;nion JaPi\: flyi11g 
on nn old punt, and tlwy took off thPir C'&LlJ~. 
and dwv ('hl•erPd thP t Tnion ;} ack oJH'P tnorP. 
t hPy \n.•rp ~o g:latl to spt t hPir <'YPS on it 
again. {HPlJP\\.P·d laug-htPr.) That i~ \Yhat 
ha.ppPlH'd in Paraguay. 

Th" Hl'l<:AKEH: OrdPr! Will the hon. 
IIH'Illh< ,. <'Oill!Pct his !'Pill ark' with thP Bill ·: 

.J-lr. (~l"::\l\: I wa:'. attPutpting to ~bow 
thaT this out-of-work Bill and the> weiali;.;tie 
~y-,t~·tu an-:r. not goin~:;· to achieYf' thP ohjPct 
\\ hi('h tlw hon. lllPtnlwr who introduc·ed tht· 
Bill PxpL'<"t". I wPieonw rmc· Bill that would 
gi' P PJ1lL_doynwnt to tll(_~ people of Qut~f'n~­
lund. wc•lc•omP it "ith both hands. bnt thi~ 
Hill [ am afraid will not giYP work to the 
IH'OJ>IP of l,lne<•nsland. bPL'anse it will drivP 
th<' capital that we nnecl in Queensland away 
fl'on1 it. A Labour Gon:_ll'lll11C'nt have bePn 
in ]JO\\Pr o11l~~ thrPf' or four yPar~ in Queenf'­
]aiaL aurl uiWinployniPnt. has got greater 
<'VPry yPar heeau:<<• thP peoplP who have got 
Inont•y art• not inyp.;;tiug it in thi~ Rtate_ 
ThPy arC' invf'~tin{.'{ it in debentnrP~. 

::\11-. \YEm: And wa1· bon<l~. 

Mr. Gu;m.J 
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Mr. Gl::l'i'K: And \%ar bond". and are 
not going in for produc-tion. The other clav 
in Stanthorpe a friend of mine. a good olrl 
1 >ioneer, too, who had made a con,idurahlP 
amount of monoy, was talking to somc• of his 
friPnds, who ,aid to him. "Here is a chance 
for you, Scottv. You can inv+>.-;t Bornp rnonev 
in building h~ouses here. There iR a grea~t 
demand for houses by people who want to 
ome here on account of the climate." _\nd. 

ono of them, a banker, said, ''I can 
~narante-e 15 per cr-nt. on vonr n1onev." 
·· 'rhat is no good to 1ne." ~·a:::. thP rer}ly. 
"If I makP 15 pPr c<'nt. the Rtate and 
Ff'deral inco!lw taxp~ f•otne to 10s. in the 
pound, a.n<l 7~ ]Wr cPnt. is all I would get 
•mt of it. And then look at tlw worrv and 
distr<'Ss I would hP put to. Xot onh·· that. 
llwre arp all S(ll'ts of so<·iali,tic Bills ;'oming 
along. l do not know what is in front of 
nw. but I know that l am not going to work 
'" I have in the pa,;t developing' this fair 
:4tate of quf'Cnsland until I '"" a rnorP stahlP 
{ ~0Y(>l'JllllPl1t th~lll if' in VOWC'r at thP prPsent 
tlnlP. I ha YP rnvP)')tPd u1v tnonev in dehPn­
hlree and war bondo, and 'r can ~i·t down and 
'"" the otlwr fellow lwi1w tax<•d and ;mrried 
with filling in rc>tnru aftc>r return,'' 

'\Ir, BEBBINGTON: That ;, eOJ'l'f'Pt. 

:1-fr. G1~XN: That is quitP correet. I am 
!tOt speaking for thP sakP of wasting tiuH?. 
l rose hecauoP I thought I ba.d f'<nnething 
ro _eay of value. If I thought this Bill wa" 
!.rorng to he any hPnPfit to the unemployed 
of Queensland I would Yote for it at onee 
but I do not think it is going to do ;vhat th;, 
memhPr who introducpd it thinks it is going 
w .flo. I hope that some hPtter method mav 
'Oon he deyisPd. I think that an innuranci· 
rll'hel?e un~er "':l1ich evPry 1nan putb sornP 
.J)f hrs earnings Into au inf'ur.auee fund. and 
the ernployer pays ::;o1nething. and the Go­
vornm<;nt pays something, is the only nwthod 
·>:V wh1ch you can relien• unP!l1]Jloynwnt. 

OPPOSITION ME}IBERR : HPar, hear ! 

Mr. FORDE (Ror·klwmpton): Befo1''' thio 
measure goes through I wish to addre~s the 
House on some of thP salient f('aturr,~ of it. 
I am pleased to haw· the assuranep of thP 
hon. member for Carnanon that he is seri­
~ms in his d~mmciation of this measure, and 
.s not sp~ak_mg f~n· tlw ~ak~; of wasting time, 
because 1t 1s qmte obvious from the utter~ 
ances of other hon. nwmbPrs opposite that 
r.h:y ~re not. serious in their n•rnarks on 
th13 vital que~tion. It is patPnt to all of 
u;, that thf!y haYe no inh•rPst in tlw worker,, 
tha~ t~c:y are speaking on beTtalf of the 
cL'I'Pitahshc employers of this State, and not 
for thosp persons who l'<'ally make the wealth 
of the State, Th<• Secretary for Public \Yorks 
15 d~s~rv1ng of great· praise for tlw verv 
~>ducat_Ive address he delivPred in introdu<:· 
1!1g th1s mpatmre. H(• spoke in a statPRman­
hkc manner, and gave the Houst' all thP 
information .desir<id, an<~ I say it will he a. 
~reat ~·efl'?etwn upon this ChambPr if thert> 
1s a ·d1nswn on the (]U('<'ition. It should hP 
:)assed unanitnously. \Ve al'(:." giYinp; a lead 
to other parts of .\ustralia in paosin,, a, 
;ne~sure of this kind. It is an expPrimP~lt: 
It Is t!w first of its l~ind atternptPd in 
Austroha, lmt although It is rPal!v an <'X­
:,~riment, I think it will do great good. It 
will ~-o a long \\:ay trnvards an1eliorating 
the d1stre""' and m1serv of those unfortunate 
'>•orkers who periodi'Callv find themstelves 
<Hit of employment. Fr<;quentlv able-bodied. 
men, with wiws and families, ,\·ait on mem­
bers of Parliamcnt-partiPularly mf'rnhers on 

[Mr. Gunn. 

this side of the House, because they know 
thev will get sympathetic treatment-they 
come to liS with their grievances, they tell 
us that they have been out of employment 
for six months or seven months, or some of 
them e·cen up to twelve months, and that 
they are ready to take any kind of employ­
ment that mav be available. If hon, mem­
bers opposite onlv met those men, and talke-d 
with them, and· ;;aw the state of mind in 
which they were, they would do everything 
possible to assist thE'm, they would vote for 
this measure to-night. l find that hon. mem­
l>er,; oppo,ite this evening, as upon other 
occ":lsions, when hu.r.nanitarian n1casure~ are 
int~odueE'd into this Chamber, wrongly mter­
pret thP intention" of the Government. They 
sa v that we will compel the householder to 
1·eiJair his windows and paint hi;; home, that 
we will do all sorts of ridiculous things. 
l'ndE'r other Acts of Parliament the Govern­
mellt ean do ridiculous things and extra· 
ordinarv things, hut those ridiculous things 
are ne.-cr attempted. The employment 
c-ouncil call be allowed to use its own dis­
eretion, and I feel sure the right thing will 
hP done and no harm will eome to this 
r·ountry 'if the measure is passed, I was 
reading rec!'ntlv a work by ::Ylr. Henry 
Ceorge, entitled " Social Problems." in 
which he truly said-

,, How contempt of human rights. is 
the essential element in building up the 
gr<'at fortunes whoso growth is such a. 
marked feature of our .dt;velopment, we 
have alreadv seen. And just as clearly 
may we see that from the same cause 
sprang poverty and pauperism. The 
tramp i:< the complem<;nt of the million­
ai.re." 

ThP Bill before the House will establish the 
right of thr, workers of Queensland to work. 
The claim is undeniable and irrefutable; it 
i' on~ that should meet with the approval of 
l'V<'l'V member of this House ; it is certainly 
one that meets with the approval of the great 
majority of people outside. vr e presuppose, 
log-ieally and ethically, that <;very man has 
n right to work and live, and yet w<; deny 
him that right. Hon. members opposite say 
thP:v havE' great svmpathv with the unem­
plo~·ed worker, hut~ they ai·e r;ot prepared to 
assist him in any way to obtam employment. 
This is an unfair anomaly. 'l'o-day there is 
no reil rig-ht to work, and it behows this 
GoYE'rnJnent, n- hu1nanitarian GoYern1nent, to 
spe that that right is established. One of the 
object,; of the Bill is to remoYe that anotmdy, 
and o·ive to the poor and destitute that 
OJlJHH~unity. It brings to my mind those 
words uttered hv J efferson, at the declara­
tion of Ameriea1i Independence. He• said-

" \Ye hold these truths to he self-evi­
de-nt; that all men are created equal; 
that thev are endowe,d bv their Creator 
"·ith inaiienable rights; tl1at among these 
are life, liberty, and the pl.lrsuit of hap­
pint>sB." 

'l'hE'sE· are unassailable claims .. and should be 
<''njoyed by e.-ery worker in Australia. Y!'lt 
thev are dPnied to a great many workers m 
this Rtat<' and in Australia. The right to 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happine0s 
are laudable, \Yhv should we deny th£'m to 
anv man howeye~r humble he might be? 
To' manv: such rights are beautiful fictions. 
They m:e not legal claims; and it is n?t 
within the reac·h of a great many people m 
thi~ State to realise thc•m. \Vp should make 
th<"f' ideals facts and realities, and this Bill 
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sets out to do that. It is impossible for the 
unemployed to enjoy life. Hon. members 
opposite probably are all affluent. The 
majority of them ·do not fear unemployment 
or destitution. But hon. members on this 
eide of the House are not in such a position. 
Thtir sympathi<·~ are with those who are in 
need-with the oppressed, with the people of 
this State who are struggling for an exist­
ence. Those of us who have ming;led with 
the unemployed and mc·ct them daily know 
the great strain and 1wxiety througli whid1 
''hey arP pasc,ing. \V e know how dPmoralis­
ing unemployment is. MPn who are waiting 
about the stre<•t·• d~y in and da~· out looking· 
for employment. gomg to the Labour Bureau. 
th<> Railway Department, or somP other 
·department, asking for positions, get into a 
mo't depraYed and d<•morali;;ed statP. It is 
a erinu' to ste-al, but whPll a n1an's wife and 
• hildren ar<• short of food there is a. grPat 
rmnptation for him to st;•al; and he ulti .. 
rnat<>lv finds himsc•lf in St. HPl<:'na or sonw 
other· such penetentiary. \VP should remove 
the causPs of such crime. It is the dutv 
Df this Governrn€'nt to Sf>P that evt?rv nu1!1 
and woman gt>b a fair ehance in this· Statt•. 
If they cannot hP given employnH'nt, they 
should ht> giY{'ll sustenancr).. '1_1his n1easure 
provid'* for that. Another work I was ecad­
ing is Thomas Carl:·de's •· Past and PrPsent." 
I find that that great master-mind, that 
~reat philosopher. had thi:< to sav with 
,...egard to the une1nploye>d question-~ 

"\Vhy, the four-footed worker has 
alr••ady got what this two-handed one is 
clamouring for ~ How often must I re­
mind you? There is not a horse in 
England able and willirw to work but 
has his due food and lodaging, and goes 
about sle'"k-coated, satisfied in hPart. 
And you say it is impossible, brother. 
I answer, if for you it is impossible, 
what is to become of you? Is it possible 
for us to belieYe it to be impossible'! 
The human brain. looking at these sleek 
English horses prm·ided with work and 
'f'?t;d, refuses to beliPve in the· impossi­
l)lhty of affordmg the human being th•• 
right to work and live." 

It dol'S seem impossiblE' that in this enlight­
' ned age a gn·at many people are deniE-d 
the right to work, t:10 right to get an honest 
living. This Government intends to gh·e them 
that right. No one knows bPtter than the 
Secretary for Public \Vorks what it means 
·,dwn a great number of nwn are out of work 
~tnd ar_e elamouri:ng for th\' mE'ans of getting 
a hveh~ood. It. n then that there is a great 
tr'nptatwn to not and ·,tral and to commit 
atrocious ~rimt'"· \Ve want to obviate that. 
rrhest• WOl:ds by CarlyiP arp a. sharp indict­
llll•llt agamst those hon. members oppositP 
\dw show no practical sympathy for tht• 
IHleiUplOY{•J. 'rhev al'f' all indi<•tment acrainst 
tho~u \Vilo oppo~<~ th~· rjght to work.~ who 
off<•i" shallow expressiom. of sympathy to thos(• 
who are out of cmploynH nt, but will not 
.;upport a. mc•asure ~alcul1ted to bring grPat 
);c•neftts to the majority of thr JWople o£ this 
StatP. \'\hat is affordt>d to horses is clenif'd 
to hunmn hPings in t2uc•pm.laud and in most 
parts of the world. \VhilP the animals of 
the w<•althy are well-fed and \'Cell-groomed. 
a ne! alwaj s look hPalthy, a great many of 
thmr PmployPe~ ar·e not properly paid, a-nd 
through mtN·mtttcnt occn]lation are not pro­
r<•rly fed. Their win•s and children. in 
m~tny cases, are destitutE', and the result is 
.•:riptt> and an influx of priwners to our 
:•rtsons. It has been very a.musing to me 

to listen to the futile criticism of this humane> 
measure uttered bv the hon. member for 
Oxlev and other 'hon. members opnositc. 
The ·hon. member for Oxley said that the 
pr<>sent Government was not encouraging the 
development of our resources, but was 
driving capital out of this State. I contend 
that this Government is doing more to 
eneourage primary production and new in­
dustries in this State than any previous 
Government in th<:' history of Queensland. 
'When W<' introdw·,•cl thP Iron and Steel 
\Yorks Bill we were told that iron a.nd steel 
works would not lw benellcial to QuPens­
land, if run by tiw present Adrhinistration. 
The Government appointed a. general manage·r 
for the works, and I am hopeful that a 
decision will be ma·de immediately regarding 
tlw site for their establishment, and that 
the work will be· pushed ahead without delay. 
'l'hP result will be that thousands of men 
will be engaged in those works. Had it not 
been for the enterprise and initiatiYe shown 
by the present Government, no such move 
would have been ·made. Then the Govern­
ment, rec<Jgnising that it was an . anomaly 
for the State to be paying thousands of 
pounds per annum to the private coalowners, 
established State coalmines in Queensland. 
I had the pleasure of acc<Jmpanying the 
Secretarv for Mines to onP of tJwse coal­
mines at the Styx River. It promises to be 
a great success, and I think, in the near 
future. we will have hundreds of men 
employed tlwre. The Bowen. coalfields am 
also very good. and will be thl' means of 
absorbing hundreds of our unemployed. 

}fr. VOWLES: The Warra mine, too. 
::\Ir. FORDE' The \\'arra mine, probably, 

likP the hon. member, is a failure. Up in 
the Central district the State mines are a. 
suc<'ess. They are only in the experimental 
etag<', but thp~- show great promise. If onP 
mine is not a sncc<>ss, why condemn all. The. 
State arsenic mine has been established at 
StanthorpP. It has given work to a good 
many men, and it will be.· of great benefit to 
the farmers of Queensland. Then the Secre­
tarv for Public v,r arks has been sue' cssful 
in 'taking OYer the Uhillagoe Railway and 
mines. I am 'hopeful that that portion of 
tlueensland will consequentlv benefit materi­
alh·; that thousands of 1vorkers will be 
en1ployed in Chillagoe and the surrounding 
districts, and the northern portion of Queens­
land will increase its population greatly 
within the next few year.o. It i:, a great 
mistake to encourage the· influx of popula­
tion to all the large coastal towns. \Ye must 
;;ee that Queensland is populated proportion­
atE>lv all owr-. I think the action of the 
Gov'ernment in taking over the Chillagoe 
mines and railwav is comnH•ndable, and is 
<HIP which mept,; 'with the approval of thP 
majority of tlw i'"OJllP of QuPPmdand. ThE' 
old boge,1· is fr<>qtwntl~- used that WP an· 
driving capital out of this State. Judging 
by thP {•xorbitant profits made by the manu­
faetnrin<•.· coml)ani<''· and bv praeticallv all 
busiiH ..,:-: housp~ in Brisban(' · a1id othPl' i)arts 
Df QuePn;;larul during tllf' la>t few ycars. 
thP lH'PS('!lt G-oY·t'l'Illllent i~ PlH'OUraging in­
dustry instead of driving it a\\"ay. On thP 
other hand, thosp companicos haY<' madP 
greater profits than they made oYer a similar 
period of years under a Liberal Government. 
I find that commercial banks have increased 
their profits, and thE' Gove·rnment Savings 
Bank has materially increased its deposits,. 
Commercial firm,; and banks are in a better 
position to:day than ti!Py have bez•:: foe 

Lllr. F01·de.] 
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rnany yPar:-, Sin<'f" the pre~Pnt Gon~rnrn:__~nt 
ean1P into l)UWQr. a gr;:;,Rt d<' -d baR bePn done 
to ao'i't tlw unemployed in the Central dis­
trict. Approximately £170.000 hae lwen 
sp<:'nt in Rockhalllpton on rmblic works, anrl 
thl• peol>lP of RoC'khanll>ton an• Yf'ry gratP­
ful fur that. TlH' Gov<>rnment put 2,500 men 
on rail V: ay cono:;truC'tion 1vork in <·onn{::ction 
with new Jint)H during the las1~ six nwnths, 
and in that way abKorbNl a eonoiderabk 
numhPr of the u!1omployed. If tlw prpsPnt 
GovPrnBwnt had adopted the tal'tics J>UbUPd 

by prPYious Gove>rntnPntR in tinws. of sn·Pst', 
by dismi~King all tempcirarv hands and eur­
tailing exp!•nrliturP on public works, thi< 
:'ltatp would now he in a terrihlP condition. 
The Gov·c•rnnwnt has clom• more than its 

sharp in placing thP unemplon•d. 
[8.30 p.m.) \Ye. urP told by_ members· op-

po~ntp that If this ll1PUSHfP bP­

!'OllH'S law th~ 9.ove~·nment will bP Pxcmpt<•d 
from n·,pon~lblllty m the mattN of finding 
work for tlw unPntplovc'rL ThP GovPrnnwnt 
ha< not ,;hirked its 'res,>onsibilitv in that 
<lirection in tlw past, and will not do so in 
the futurP. I find that thP labour <'X<'hange 
at Rockhampton :1lac<'cl 129 ll!Pil in positione 
during tlw month of J annan and that our 
of that nu1nber ~ix.ty~thrPp wf,;·e sent to rail­
wa;~' works. Tlw total numbPl' of additional 
nwn PmployPd on Government works in a. 
hm.lporary capacity in .January was 983. In 
Bnsbane 174 were Pmploy('d, and in Jl.iackav 
163. In February, 911 men were started 0;1 
GovPrmnent works. During the month of 
:\iar.ch 732 lllPI_l wer<' Pmploy<'d ; during 
Apnl, 649; durmg :\lay, 725 ; and during 
,June, 676. From thost' figm·"' it will be se<>n 
that the GovernnH•nt has done morp than 
its share. in placing the unen1ploy·ed on 
reprodnctlv<' works, and it cannot truthfullv 

,be said that tlw Gov<'rmlwnt int<'lHis to shirk 
its responsibility in this regard in tllr• 
futurP. In addition to a'"istino- the unem­
ployed by linding work for th!'m," the Govern­
nwnt has been g<•nerous in providing foorl 
for those w~o cannot get work. and it ha> 
!wen mm:<' .hher~l in that regard than previ­
<.n:Js .. A.chnnus~ratJon~; and rightly so, because. 
If a man IS destitute,, and hi; wife and 
family are starving, he should not be humili­
ated on applying: for reli~f J;>y being put 
thr?t~p:h an exacting <'Xanunation as to his 
posltwn. In 1914-15 the Denham Government 
"pent £5,700 on Government relief, and .in 
~918-19 th_e presPnt Government spmt £11,219. 
!he ratwn seale has bee·n considerably 
mcreasl'<!- Furthermore, the mothers of chil­
dr<"n. widows, and orphans of the workers 
havf' bP(~n. treated. YC'l'~~ gl'!wrously by thC>· 
Labou1· CxoYPrnniPnt. ThP allolvan<'e to 
mothf'l's in l'l'S]lPet of orphan childr·Pn hae 
be,•n doublPd. I lll<'ntion thcsl' faeb to show 
that tlw GoYPl'!llnent i~ ~yn1padw-tic towardR 
rho~(~ \\ ho arP 1n uet~<L 

:\Ir. ::'IIORGAX: Thf'· cost of living ha>" nearlv 
doubled, too. · 

:\1r. FOHDE: That io< dtw to the n'mors<'­
l~~~b profih~0r. so ably repre.:wnted in thi:-; 
{;hamber by !ton. llH'lllbPrs opposite. T.hP 
hoverurner_It has abo care-cl for rniuer~ who 
nn• ,uifermg· from phthisis and for their 
littlP children. :-Jot only has the Govern­
rnent 1wen gpnerous to thE:_' unernployed, ,vho, 
through no fault of the1r own, have been 
thrown out of employnwut, but they havp 
also been generous to tho~e 'vho haye been 
thrown out of employnu•nt by sickness. Past 
Governments w<ere very eallous in that re­
gard. B\lt though the Govermnent hae 
h~en p-arncularly g<'nProu" in th<' treatment 
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of the unemployed, there is still something 
wanting, and that is " tlw right to 
work." It i" a right thing to give to the 
worker who l1as been a fortnight out of 
employment, as is proposed in this Bill, a 
sustenance allowance ,ufficient to keep him 
alive. I belien' that the good in man is 
oTeater than the evil and that the o·ood 
;;-houkl be encouraged and develo"ped. 
·whether this is done or not depends greatly 
upoll a rnan's pnvirorunent ."tnd his condition 
of living, and upon those things also dc­
pPnds tho qupstion as to how he is g·oing to 
rlPvelop and what his e.hildren are going· to 
lw. In reading this Bill I notice that the 
private, Pmployers will only be called upon 
to absist in alleviating the unemployed when 
thP Uovernnwnt cannot find employment and' 
when the• possibilities of the local authoritie,, 
finding Pmploynwnt are exhaustc•d, But any­
onn h(•aring hon. mPmhers opposite talk 
would think that tlw Government intend. 
to go to the poon'st employer, the man who 
can lPHst afford it, and ask .him to put on 
twpnty or thirty nwn in 'his particular 
industry. 

::\fr. YOWLES: That is not correct; th•' 
Bi 11 doPs not -a~· that. 

Mr. FORDE: The Bill does say that, an0 
thP intPrjPNion of the hon. member IS 

eharactPristic· of hi~ lack of knowledge. If 
the hem. mPmbt•r has not read the Bill he 
should do so, for it is evident that he do•·s 
not knmv "hat he is talkin"' about. Hon. 
nwmbers oppo;it<' have said that the Govern­
mPnt will be lwrwli·.<iug small employers, but 
I find that the pmployer who engages fivo 
-men and undh· will be exempt frm:n th" 
provisions of this nwasure. The ,;mull 
traders will benPiit materially if this Bill is 
placed on tlw statute-book, because instea<l 
of there being hundreds of unemployed, all 
worker:;, or praetically all, will be engaged 
oH l'l'produ<'tive work, and the money thQ· 
earn will n·o into {·irculation. In n1any casf)" 
loeal uuth~rhit'S t:tl'(~ prt:vented frorn going 
straight ahead with work because of the 
provi~ions of tlw Local Authorities Act un?er 
which eertain dPiavs are necessary owmg 
to forrualitie~ in n~gard to advertising and 
the taking of a poll for a loan having to b<; 
complied with. If this measure is pa;,sed, 
the GoverHmeut will have the power to 
waive th<' ne<'<'ssitv for taking a poll of tlw 
1·.a.hlpayt'l'8 -and tO grant a loan to enab1P 
the loeal authorities to go on with neces>ar;' 
works. In Rockhampton we "·ant an up-to­
date \vatcr ,;chcnw. That water scheme has 
been asked for several times by the City 
Council, but until the present Government 
came into power no practical sympathy was 
s]wwH to the Couneil' s requests. But repre­
S<1ntatiYes of the f'ouncil 111et the present­
Treasurer and laid their request before him. 
The hon. "entlPmun received the dt'putation 
very sym)~atherieally, and told the council 
that as a fresh and good supply of water 
was a vital mattt'r he would make availabl~; 
the necessar~· Joan to provide for an up-to­
date water sdwm.-. The council was elected 
at the beginning of this year, hut there i-; 
no sign of tl1e \VatC'r :3cherne yet. VVe alw,­
want an dPctrie light scheme in Rockllamp­
ton. A rt'port on the matter has been ob­
tairwd from an expert, but so far nothing 
h>Ls materialised in that direction. I feel 
~urc that the Treasurer, in order to alleviah 
the position of tlw unPmployed, would g-rut,'' 
loans to the eouncil for those two works. 

:\Ir. VoWLEs: HP di~l not do so in Dalhy. 
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Mr. FORDE: If the ·dc>puty leader of the 
Opposition cannot make effective representa­
tions to the Treasurer on such a matt.er, he 
is not a good representative of Dalby: I 
find that when the members for Rockhamp­
ton and surrounding electorates go to the 
Treasurer in a courteous manner, they 
alwa} < get sympathetic treatment. It is 
time the electors of Dalby thought of elect­
ing someone else instead of the deputy 
leader of th!' Opposition. He is evidently 
lacking in his advoct.ey of utilities for 
Dalby. 

:Mr. VoWLE~: He has morp sell'<! than you 
have got. 

::Ylr. FORDE: It is pretty bad when the 
hon. member has to say himself that he has 
got common sense. I am glad to hear his 
assurance, because I did not think h0 hac!. 

Mr. VoWLES: I did not say that. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! 

Mr. FORDE: We also want an irrigation 
scheme on the Fitzroy River, and we dis­
cussed that matter with the Treasurer. That 
would involve a large expenditure, and make 
W'lrk for hundreds of men in the Central 
district, and I hope we will be able to get 
a ft"-''urvblc reply from the Treasu,:er. 

Mr. VOWLES: If vou had a sensible mem­
ber you would get those things. 

Mr. FORDE : All our requests are s<'ngibk 
and not liko those made by the hon member 
for Dalby. The Treasurer has prom;s9d 
Central membe.rs that: h~ will .Mmd an 
hyc'ro-electric expert to Rockhampton, to re­
port on the question of utilising tlw waters 
of the Fitzroy River for hydro-electric power. 
When we are so generously and symp:LthE>tic­
ally heated as that, we feel sure that when 
this Bil] goes through, and we hav~ the 
power to put aside the difficult·ies with which 
the cr;tmcil is confronted, we shall be able 
to go on with the work immPdia~el:v, and 
absorb hundreds of decent, respectable men 
who are looking for work in the Central 
district. Another important phase of the 
Bill is the granting to men out of work 
free passes, to enable them to travel to 
cedrc>s where there is employment. I would 
"elcome that. In the past I have often guar­
anteed men their fares, and in some cases 
they have 110t been able to pay, owing to 
their straitened eircumstances. They have 
had wives and children depending on them. 
But when this Bill is passed, railway 
passes will be granted to these men, and 
tl:ey will have no need to go to the nearest 
rr•ember of Parliament and ask him to guar­
antee their railway pass to where they can 
get employment. You can imagin~ the 
state of anxietv a man is in when he knows 
that 500 miles" away a good job is waiting 
for him, but he ha~ no hope of getting there, 
because he cannot pay his fare. This Bill 
provides that free passes shall be granted. 
H is a \Yond<:r that hon. members opposite 
oppose the Bill at all. We have the testi­
mony of 2\.Ir. Lloyd George and Sir Auck­
land Getldes that the unrestrained capital­
istic industrv of Great Britain rendered over 
a million p(l"ople more or less physically unfit 
at the outbreak of war. 'That is due to 
th<' bad conditions of work, to lack of nour­
ishment and proper food, and to the de­
moralising effect of unemployment, and we 
are out to remoYe those sordid conditions 
under which thf) masses to-day have to live. 

I think that all will admit that if every 
man and woman had healthy employment 
end proper nourishment, we would have a. 
n•ore virile and intellectual community. I 
1ecognise that the measur~ before the House 
is purely experimental, and after the Trea­
surer has had some experience of the work­
ing of t h<: measure, he will be able to point 
out many phases of it that can be amended. 
lf the House gives the Treasurer that oppor­
tunity, a great blessing will be bestowed upon 
the workers of this State. If the rneasun; 
is passed, Bornething will be ·done; it is a 
step in the right direction. Nothing serious 
has been att0mpted in any part of the world 
to cope so eff~ctively with the great unem­
r,loyment problem as has been attempted by 
the 'l'reasurPr, and I appeal to hon. members 
opposite to be reasonable, and vot~ for thL' 
measure, as they will then•by he materially 
ilssisting· th0 people of Qtwensland. 

Mr. SWAY::'\iE ("1liJ·,tni): I would like tu 
~ay a few words on this qu~stion before it 
goes through; but, first of all, I hope you 
"ill permit me to congratulate you, Mr. 
Speaker, on the verv high position to which 
you have been translated. I like to see the 
::'\ orth <'Oming to the front. 

J\;lr. KIRWAX: They ar<:' wPll to the from 
in this Government. 

Mr. SW A YNE : The hon. member for 
Brisbane need not talk. There is no ·doubt 
that the Bill before us relatf)S to a very 
important question. I do not think there 
is any more pitiable object than an indus­
trious, sober man with a family without ' . 
job and unable to find one. 

Mr. RroRDAN: \Vhy don't you keep your 
1nines ·working'? 

Mr. S\VAY:\'E: I have done a great deal 
nwre for the worker than ever th0 hon. mem­
ber did. It iB a pity we cannot discuss an 
important Rllhject like this without indulging 
:n personalitiPs. 'While I am on the subj~ct. 
I think we have a right to resent the con­
Htant aC'cusation of want of sympathy that 
is levelled against members on this side. 
I notice that the last sp.;:aker dragged that 
topic in. I venture to say that, if you. 
aeked the• an!rage man in the street tn 
'':horn he would go for help and sympathy, 
he would say that he would sooner go to 
bon. members on this si·de than on the other. 
I am sorrv I have had to mention the sub­
ject, but hon. members opposite bring it on 
theinBelves. Regarding the measure before 
us. .;verything depends as to whether it is 
gr;ing to be of permanent benC'ftt, or a dan­
gerC!us val_liative, up<_m . the provisi?ns . en:­
bodied 111 tt·. The prmc1ples on whtch 1t B 
bP"oed are wrong, unfair. and unjust. \Ve 
have heard a gr<;at deal of the demoralising 
dfect of unemployment. I do not ~h_ink there 
can be• anything more demorahsmg than 
training young people up to lean on some­
body else-t~aehing them by the laws you 
make that there is no need for them to­
Pxercisf' any foresight, or make any pr(1~ 
Yision for the• fnture, and that somebody 
else will do it for them. In Queensland 
eYC'-ry citizen enjoys great privileges, and 
it is not for their good that they should be 
taught that thf~so great privileges and rights 
of citizenship carry no rc;sponsibility. I 
think it is a sound doctrine in any demo­
cratic country that the rights of citizenship 
carry respon,ibility. We should take that 
as an axiom, bnt I dnfy anyone to show 
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that mch a principle is embodied in the 
Bill. The fund out of which all expenses 
of providi:qg work ar<;: to be paid comes 
from one section of the community, and that 
the most thriftv, industrious, and farseeing 
section of all. What is going to be the 
result of throwing everv burden and tax 
upon those people? If you discourage them, 
and th~y find it is no use exercising those 
qualities, it will mean that they will cease 
to exercise them. V,' e know that the dis­
use of any faculty, either mental or physical, 
that we p<;ssess, means that naturr; steps in 
and takes rt away from us, and that is what 
legi~lation of this kind is going to do. 

With regard to the fund itself, as I said 
before, it is to come from orw section 
only ; · and yet in ever~- othPr part of the 
world where' such legislation as this has 
been enactPd the principle has been recog­
nised that tht> monev should come from all 
>c>ctious equally. That is so in the British 
law, and in the Swiss law. and I havE' here 
a. work by one of the leading socialists of 
Great Britain, Ramsay ::Yiaodonald-I don't 
think hon. members opposite will dispute his 
•>pinion on such a subject-who also adv0 -
"ates that princir•le. The book is called "Thn 
Socialist :VIoYPment." and on pagP 167 it 
~a.rs · --

" ThP ,ubeiot<'nce provision ean hP se­
<'nre<l iu on<' or two wavs. It rnav be 
provided on the commuui,;t plan of allow­
ing tbP unemployed man to sharE' in the 
national l.VPalth by giYing- hin1 grants 
duriHg hi~' period of lHlPnlploYinent but 
that i" not socialism, and thP socialist 
will not willingly adopt that proposal. It 
'!nay aho be 1•rovid0d h,1· a scheme of 
1nsuranc·P, the }n'PiniunlR of \Vhich are 
provir!Pd hy the StatP. thP tradP, and the 
body of workmen.'' 

It lays it down as an essPrJtial principle that 
r.he workm<>n themseh-.,, should contribut<>. 
and I think it is only a fair thing that the' 
,;houhl do "o. The writN· further says- · 

"That is mueh nearer to thP general 
principles of oocialism, aud in that form 
this part of the right to work plan is now 
lwmg ad vacated and <>nforced by the• 
soeialist partie~ of thr> world." ' 

That ib a sound axio1n to adovt in 1''-.:gard 
to such k•gislation as this. \VhilP I am 
sp('akinp: on .thiR &ubjcct of ...;cwia]iBm Y. pri­
vate entorprrse, I havp to thank the horL 
nwrn lwr for Rockhampton for a thou n·ht 
which he put into my mind. Tlw hon. m~,n­
her spoke about what an iron and .,.t.neJ works 
might do for Quc<'nslaurl. "'<' all realise 
what might LC' done for QnN'IJ>land if wc> 
had a lar;,, worlu; of that nature to treat 
nnr ra\\ nlatPrial. but if hon. nw1nbers. want 
ro. SPf' 3 spfenrlid r'xample of that ,ort of 
thin~~. and onp thut has bt:•E:'n of gTL·at bpncfit 
to ,\u<tralia, thev should go clown to Xr·W· 
<:actle in XP'I South \Vale' and sep the 
Brokcu. Hills works Pstablishecl by private 
<·nt<>rpn,c>. Thev should "'" what thev have 
-don(? ,,\hill' horl. ~ nwrnbcr:; op1wsit{\ ha,:e been 
talkmg about what the,· would do. The 
Cppe•· Honsp offered t;J prO\'id" £150.000 
.to start thP imn end stoP] \\Orb and wbilP 
the Governn1r-nt hav.p takPn 'ear>::.' to discoyer 
where th0y are going to pst'ah!ish the works 
that compan~- in New South \Va]('S have got 
to work, and have S)Wnt £3.000.000. and are 
no" SIJPnding £15,000 a week in wages. 
That is what pi·i;-a\'P <>nterpri'P i;; doing to 
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ovC'rcome the unemployed difficulty. It is 
a di3grace to the present Government that 
after four and a-half years of their rE'girne, 
we are confronted with a measure which the 
::VIinister for l'ublic Works admits is drastic. 
The hon. gentleman admits by the use of 
that word that the conditions are had. It 
shows that when they took office after the 
reign of the Liberal Gowrnment that things 
must ha.ve been pretty good. r nder the 
Liberal Government nothing of the kind 
apparently was required, because they thern­
scl.-e-; when the,- took office did not find 
such a lneaf'ure iwee~sary. It is n1ost neces­
scu·y and most desirable that employment 
"hould b<> vrovided for the honest worker 
who cannot find a job, but in such a young 
country as QuPensland-I am not talking 
about th,o old country whPrP opportunity is 
limited, and wherE' people are bound by their 
pnvironm(ent-in a young country like Queens­
land with its .-ast natural r<'sources awaiting 
development. and thousands of acres a.waiting 
thP ploug-h, it Sf'Pms strange that it is neces~ 
sary to introduce what has been admitted by 
tho,'e responsible for it to be a very drastic 
nwasurE'. I further· say that' the unfair prin 
ciples that arE' embodied in this Bill are going· 
to bring about its defeat, and instead of 
creating employment, it is going to bring 
ahont unemployment. The whole thing is a 
discouragement to tlw dass which hitherto 
has prm·ided employuwnt. After all, we must 
remember that as far as Queensland goes. 
tlw man able to give a job_ to another man 
is th<' man who has worked his wav up. 
who has worked a bit hardPr, who has thought 
a hit di'ep('l', and who has savnd and put 
by what othNs hav<' sJWnt on !Jl<>asurP. That 
is the man who has been the backborw of the 
countr~-, and that is the man who, in con­
nection with th(• war we have just gone 
through, and who, whPn drought comes along, 
has to finance the State. That is the man 
who has to find the sim'"'' of war, and this 
"ort of legiohition which we have so much of. 
i, discouraging- that cla's of people. I find 
that rc>ft•rpnc<' is madP in thP Bill to Go­
YC•runwnt works.hops. That is a thing that 
I suppos'' is d<'sirahle. I know it is desirable 
as a last resource; that in order to relieve 
unPlll!)loynlent we requin) sonlf' proYi''.ion of 
tlw kind. hut in a young country such ag 
thjs, in the cast' of single nten at any rate, 
I do not think WP c:tn find a bPtter form of 
Pmplo~·ment than that of clearing th<' 
national Pstat<•, of which thPy are part 
owm•rs. If that work i.< doue properly, it 
should bt· reprodnetiYe, and should find all 
tht~ t"uploynwnt ne(•t·R~ary for single 1nen. I 
hay single nH-•n ath-iRe.dly. because it would 
rrlt•an in RonH· ins.tanc('s going son1e distance· 
to the job, and iu the C'asP of 1narried men~ 
it is not fair to a~k them to go a long dis­
tanc(~ fron1 thei1· hornPs. Th~?-n again, a 
mNhncl was introducc>d in Oueonshnd lw tlw 
Libe1:ab to 1nini1nisP, a-; ... fa.r as pos~ible. 
in tlw caS<• of families. urwmployment in thP 
cnuntn. and that nwthod has not been de 
vPlop,•:1 in any \\ay by tlH• prc·.cnt Govcrn­
tnr:-nt. I an1 ~veaking now of thP workers' 
home'. \Ye kuow yerr wf'll that iu vm·ious 
agriC'ultural dlbtriC't::, 1vh(1re labour is required 
\vhich is seasonable in it·_. incidc>nc<>, blocks 
of 5 to 10 ncre,_, have been cut up. and oppnod 
to thPse families, and in manv instances thcv 
havP sdtled on such blo<·ks, ~nd ahvay· have 
work at hand. They never need go short 
of food. as they e:an always prorluce sufli­
eiPnt from tlwir own land to ke<'p the wolf 
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from the dom·. But since this Government 
has bePn in offiee, not a ,siugl<~ step haB been 
takPn in that direction. and further, I can 
bring to rnind 'vhPro the. \~ery great0st di~­
couragPrncnt was giv0n to the people of 
whom I am speaking. Kcarly eYGry 9thcr 
class in Queensland under the legislation 
initiated bv the LibNal Govermnent is able 
to borro\\ · monev from the State to build 
a honH'. but th.rough some oversight that 
provision was not ext,mded to the class I 
speak of. That oversight afte"wards came 
to light and tim<l after time I have asked 
hon. ge;1tlemen sitting on thB front 'l'reasury 
oonch to amend the Act so that money could 
be advanced to those people, wh9, I take it 
are amongst our be't workers. I have asked 
over and ovBr again during the last four 
years for something to be done to enable 
monev to be advanced to enable those people 
to bu'ild homes the same as is done for the 
town workers, but the r<O'sult has hN•n nil. 
'l'hat is where a grc>at ·deal of assistanc<' 
could he given to some of the very best of 
our working people who to avoid risk of 
unemployment, go away from the towns 
to provide themselves with decent. homes. 
We know that over and over agam work· 
shops have been established, and that often 

thev have resulted in failure. I 
[9 p.m.] happened to read the other day 

the result of an endeavour of the 
kind that was made in France during the 
time of the Second Empire. There is a 
reference to it in the historv of France in the 
Encyclopredia Britannica, ,'\-hich says.-

" By the decree of the 24th of February 
the provisional Government had solemnly 
accepted the principle of the 'right to 
work,' and decided to establish 'national 
workshops' for the unemployed; at the 
same time a sort of industrial Parlia­
ment was established at the Luxembourg, 
under the presidency of Louis Blanc, with 
the object of preparing a. schPme for the 
organisation of labour." 

It goes on to say-
" On the 15th of May an armed mob, 

headed by Raspail. Blanqui, and Barbes, 
and assisted by the proletariat guard, 
attempted to overwhelm the Assembly. 
They were defeated by the bourgeois 
battalions of the National Guard; but 
the situation, none the less, rem·ained 
highly critical. The national workshops 
were producing the results that might 
have been foreseen. It was impo,sible 
to provide remunerative work even for 
the genuine unemployed, and of the 
thousands who applied the greater num­
ber were employed in perfectly useless 
digging and refilling: soon even this 
expedient failed, and those for whom 
work could not be invented were given 
a half wage of one franc a day. Even 
this pitiful dole, with no obligation to 
work, proved attractive, and all over 
France workmen threw up their jobs 
and streamed to Paris, where they 
swelled the ranks of the armv under the 
red flag. It was soon clear that the 
continuance of this experiment would 
mean financial ruin; it had been proved 
by the emeute of the 15th of May that 
it constituted a perpetual menace to the 
State; and the Government decided to 
end it." 

That was the result of one experiment in 
this direction. and it shows how careful we 
have to be in handling these matters, other-

wise our last state mav be worse than our 
first. I take leave to csay that already we 
ha Ye sufficient evidence since the present 
Government took office to justify us in en­
tertaining very grave doubts as to their 
ability to handle this sort of thing. We 
know what has happened in connection with 
the State railways. vVe know that not many 
;vcars back the net earnings of the railways 
were ovpr £100 per annum per employee : 
now the Darning capacity has fallen to £17 
per annum per employee. And, judging by 
the utterance.; of one of the gentlemen re­
cently appointed by the Government to the 
Upper House, it seems to be laid clown as a 
dictum by the party opposite that there is 
110 need for the railways or for any other 
form of State enterprise to pay. I find 
that, when the regulations under the Fish 
Supply Act were being discussed in the other 
Chamber the other dav, the Hon. T. L. 
,J ones said- ' 

" In his opinion, the State Fish De­
partment, if properly conducted, never 
would show a profit on its operations as 
a whole. If the State enterprise was 
able to give the fishermen an assured 
market for their fish, and also to make 
a good supply available to the public 
at a rt>asonable price, it was fully justify­
ing its Pxistence." 

ThE> SPEAKER: Order! Will the hon. 
member convev to me in what wav he can 
connect the St~ te fish shops with thi's Bill? 

:\'Ir. KW AY.:'\IE: I we.s referring to the 
dangPr of carrying on State enterprises on 
a still larger scale than at present-a pro­
position involved by the passage of this Bill 
-if entrusted to hon. gentlemen opposite. 

ThP 8PEAKER : The hon. m.ember has 
already argued with respect to the necessity 
for having State workshops. 

::>Ir. 8WAY.:'\IE: I am voicing my objec· 
tion to the proposals contained in this Bill. 

The SPEAKER: I should be glad if the 
hon. gentleman would confine his remarks 
to the Bill. 

:VIr. SVI(AYNE: I think I am justified in 
showing the results which have already 
attended their efforts in this regard. I have 
no wish to dispute- your ruling, Mr. Speaker. 
but I contend that I am entitled to justify 
any statement I have madE\ and I have 
already said that I do not think hon. gentle­
men opposite are competent to run enter­
prises of this sort, see•ing they have made 
such a bungle of those already started, and 
we now find ourselves confronted with this 
new doctrine that none of these enterpr.ise!' 
should be expe-cted to pay. Another ques­
tion to be comidered is the effect that such. 
legislation will have upon capitalists outside 
the State. It is in the intcrests of the work­
ing man that we should attract men to 
QqN'·nsland who will become large employers 
of labour, but the provisions of this Bill are 
likPly to scare such men away. Just take 
the composition of th~ proposed unemploy­
ment council. It is to be presided over by 
a :Minister, and it is quite possible that that 
.Minister might be· the hon. member for Flin­
ders, who only the other day was authorised 
by this House to issue a statement to the 
effect that employers were thiey.ing pick­
pockets. It is a nice thing to ask people· to 
come to a country whose rulers regard them 
in that light and use opprobrious terms of 

Mr. Swayne.] 
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that description to them. Yet the hon. mem­
ber who used such language with regard to 
employers might be the president of this coun­
cil. Then the comptroller of laboqr will be 
a nominee of the Government party, and the 
representative of the employPes will also be 
a member of that party. I think we are 
justified in reposing every eonfidence in the 
judges of all our courts; but he and the 
employers' representative will be in a 
minoritv in a council of five. The know­
ledge· of that fact will deter people investing 
their money in this State. Then it will be 
very unjust to the local authorities if we 
allow such an interference in their affairs 
as is proposed by the Bill. I quite admit 
that it is desirable that, whenever possible, 
their work should be done during the slack 
season; but that object could be attained 
without this domineering interference and 
dictation. I might suggest to the Treasurer 
that, in granting loans to local authorities. 
a higher rate of interest should be charged 
if the money is not to be expended on work 
undertaken during the slack ·season. or 
preferably a lower rate when it is. That 
would be preferable to going thP length pro­
posed in this Bill. Linked up with this pro­
posed :interference with the local authorities 
is the proposal to grant the franchise to 
young people> of eighteen years of age on the 
basis of the parliamentnry fJ·anchise. With 
such a franchise, what will be the position 
of the property-owner? The whole thing is 
grote-;quely unfair. I was struck by some 
remarks made bv the hon. member for 
Mackay. Of course, we all know his intense 
antipathy to capital, so that :it was not alto­
gether surprising to hear him blame the 
capitalistic system for unemployment in 
Queensland. If the hon. member had bee·n 
with me when I was in Mackay a few weeks 
ago, and had seen several hundred of unem­
ployed there, I think he would have realised 
that their unemployment was not attributable 
to private capitalists, but to the shipping 
strike-a strike that was being handled by 
a Government. There were hundreds of 
unemployed in the hon. member's electorate 
entirely from that cause, and right through­
out Queensland at the present time there is 
a considerable amount of unemployment from 
the same cause-strikes, sometime·s in State 
enterprises, sometimes in privately-owned 
enterprises, and all quite unjustifiable. 
Again I say that that statf• of affairs is 
largely owing to the attitude of the Govern­
ment themselves. Only last session I 
<Jbtained from the Treasurer the admission 
that the industrial law had been broken 
over and over again by the employees, and 
I say that the strikes we have in Quee·ns­
land are the direct result of their policy in 
condoning breaches of the Act. These are 
the cause·" that bring about unemployment, 
and this Bill is not going to rectifv the stat.c 
of things. I have already stated that I 
1;hink it is quite a fair thing that the em­
ployer, the employee, and the State should 
all contribute to the insurance funds. as has 
been laid down in other countrie, and has 
been apprm·ed by such .a leader of the 
Labour party as Mr. Ramsay MacdonaJ.d. 

At fifteen minutes past 9 o'clock p.m., 

The CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES {Mr. Bertram) 
took the chair as Deputy Speaker. 

Mr. SW A YNE : I think that the ability 
t,o contribute and to stand a short period o£ 
unemployment is fairJy well shown by Rome 

[Mr.Swayne. 

remarks of :Ylr. JusticP :\IcC'awlev iu the 
Arbitration Court tlw othE'l' dav. ;speaking 
with reference to canPcutters he said-

" In this aw·ar<l I haw inserted a 
similar direction as to sewrely damaged 
crop,. Twenty-fi \'e shillings per day is 
a sub~.tantial wage, en<~bling the cutter 
in a good season to make in the neigh­
bourhood of £200 for six months' work." 

In the case of an employee who can earn 
£200 in six months I do not think it is 
unreasonable> that he should contribute to 
the fund. if such a fund is necessary. If the 
ordinary means of employment are so 
weak<o'ned by Government policy, by l?a<i 
seasons, by industrial trouble, or anythmg 
else. and such a fund is necessary, I think 
it is only a fair thing to ask that all parties 
.should contribute to it. I am simply quot­
ing the words of a judge who is generally 
admitted to be fully qualified for the job, 
and I think his remarks show that we on 
this side are justified in the contention we 
have> raised on that point. This Bill con­
tains many in«idious attempts to advance 
the interests of the party oppo,ite, quite 
apart from the subject of unemployment. 
I think the hon. member for Carnarvon 
covered some verv useful ground on that 
point, and showedc how it would be possibl.e 
to gerrvmander electorates~ how. when 1t 
was intended to win a particular eJection, a 
large number of workers could be rushed 
into it under cover of this Act, if it comes 
to that. I hope that it will not pass in its 
present form, althoug:h I would be v~ry 
pleased to see somethmg useful-somethmg 
that could be fairly described as a law to 
cope with unemployment. Although the 
Minister, in introducing the Bill, loudly pr_o­
claimed the rirrht of everv man to work, stlll 
we find that he must befong to one particu­
lar brand. The Bill carefully provides that, 
although a man has conscientious scruples 
against joining a political union, he must, 
nevertheless, join it and be forced to sub­
scribe. perhaps, to papers in which he does 
not believe and to cont.ributc towards the 
election expense~ of candidates against his 
political creed before he is aJiowed to set 
up the plea of unemployment under this 
Bill ; before he i~' allowed to share in the 
fund contributed, not bv the State, but by 
the employer, he must sell his politisml 
principles. When the hon. member embod;es 
suPh a principJ.e as that in the B1ll, 
and at the same time loudly talks about the 
right of evervone to work, then we can only 
come to the 'conclusion that he is hypocriti­
cal. Altogether, I think that the Bill falls 
far short of what we have a right to hope 
for, and that it is not going to achiev_e the 
purpose for which it is designed, but m all 
probability will have the very contrary 
effect. Legislation such as this is going to 
sap our moral fibre instead of making us a 
viril·B race. Unless it is considerably altered 
in Committee, it is going to haYe a bad 
effect instea·d of a. good effect, and I trust 
that when it gets to the third reading it will 
be a very different measure from what it is 
at present. 

At eighteen minutes past 9 o'clock p.m., 

Mr. MORGAN: I beg to call attention to 
the state of the House, 

Quorum formed. 
Mr. BEBBINGTO::\': So far as any 

principle of insurance against unemployment 
goes, I am certainly in favour of securing 
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for the worker-th<lt i&, to the genuine 
worker-the right to work, and the right 
"also to l1ave the full return of his labour 
when he does work. I am very anxious 
about that, but I think the titie of this 
Bill should be somewhat altered and instead 
of being an l:nemployC'd Workers Bill, 
it should be called "A Bill for Creating 
Unemployment." It is going on the principle 
of discouraging employment and keeping 
capital away from Queensland. I am one of 
those who believe that the best way to keep 
up an average employment-the best way to 
keep up wages-is to employ capital and 
make labour scarce, so that the employer 
will have to g·ive more than the Arbitration 
Court award in order to get the labour. 
Let us for a moment see whether the 
standard of the \Vorker has been improved 
since the present party came into power. I 
have alwavs been one of those who have 
advocated 'the use of machinery as far as 
po&Sible. I do not ''ee any reas_on why you 
should employ a man at exceptionally hard 
work if there is a possibility of getting it 
done by machinery more easilv, and paving 
the man for it. you should relieve the 'rnan 
of the hardest labour and put it on to the 
machine. We have onlv to look outside 
Parlia~;nent House to see the condition of 
affairs. One very highly respected member 
on the Government side is on the city coun­
c·il, and notwithstanding the f<1ct that all 
the power necessary can be obtained to 
relieve men of hard work, we see men hoist­
ing up met<J.] by e~ectric power, tumbling it 

. on the ground, and other rnen coming along 
by and by, taking off tlwir coats, and put­
ting it into a cart. A man is being paid 
£1,000 a year to keep that kind of thing 
!'Oing. .A man can either be lifted up to 
the level of God, or he <"an be brought down 
to the !eve] of the devil to crawl on hie 
belly in the .dust. What do we see in the 
streets of Brisbane under a Labour Govern­
ment? To-dav I saw five men harnessed to 
a roller by a, 'rope. \Vhat would have been 
oaid if a farmer .had harneswd five men to 
his ploughJ There is available electric 
power, steam power, and the power of oil 
machinery, yet nothing is brought forw<wd 
to relieve these men, and \'ll·e -see five men, 
like five donkeys, harnessed by a rope to a 
roller in the streets of Brisbane. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Or.der! Will 
the hon. member connect his remarks with 
the Bill. 

Mr. BEBBIXGT0::-1: Yes. I say the 
worker is being degraded every da.y. I was 
surprised to see what I did to-day. 

Mr. FORDE: On what work? 

Mr. BEBBI~GTON: Work for the council 
of the city of Brisbane. 

Mr. FoRDE: Yes, an undemocratic body. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Never mind, it is 
under a Labour Government and under 
L, hour laws. Is there not all the power a 
mighty corporation can bring to bear? Yet, 
you have gone back to the days of Adam, 
when yon harness your men to rollers and 
treat them like animals. I presume those 
men who were drawing that roller had a 
vote. I pres~Ime it was done for the pur­
pose of makmg the work last as long as 
possible without any idea of the return 
which was being given. There was no ques­
tion whatever of the cost of the labour. One 

thing to which I object is the constitution 
of this unemplovment council. It is not. 
fair. \'\'hen our 'fellow eolonists in Americ~t 
threw the tea overboard and refused to serve 
a Government who did not give them a vote, 
and refused to pay rates unless they had a 
voiee in spending them, they wer<:' cheere~ 
on all sides. Yet here W<' have a counCil 
composed of five members, and only one out 
of the five has to find the money. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Taxation without represen­
tation. 

Mr. BEBBI:'\GTOX: Yes, taxation with­
out representation. Another thing is that 
the same clause makes the Minister a law 
unto himself. There is no representation 
whatever in this matter. The Minister prac­
tically takes a way all the rights of ,sjlire 
councils, of employers. and of every Citizen 
except himself. Then we come to the Order 
in Council. Thev can order the shire coun­
cil to do certain· work. The Treasurer finds 
them the money, and orders them to do the 
work and find enwloyment. One thing is in 
doubt, and I ask the Treasurer whether 
the liabilitv of shire councils is limited to 
the unempioyed within their own area? 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC V\'ORKS: Their 
liability is limited to works which may be 
proclaimed within their area. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTON: That won't do. 
What I want to know is, are the shire 
councils limited to finding <>mployment for 
the unemployed residing within their own 
areas? 

'fhe SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC V\'ORKS: I think 
that question will have to be elucidated. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: It is a question the 
hon. gentleman knows perfectly well, but 
wants to avoid. It is a thing I want defi­
nitely answered, because it ·definitely affects 
our peoplr>. \V e have drought-stricken 
farmers at the present time who,. for six or 
nine months, will not get a single shilling­
income. The Minister can bring along his 
unemployed, who have been earning £6, £9, 
or £10 a wr>ek for some months, put them 
into the shire,, and compel the drought­
stricken farmers to employ them. He will 
also give them a vote in the shire. \Ve 
don't want that sort of thing. It is a most 
important matter, and it should be decided. 
I want to know from the Minister whether 
that is going to happen. Will their liability 
to find employment for the unemployed be 
limited to the unemployed within their own 
shire? · 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: The 
answer to that is that when the local autho­
rity is called upon to start any works, they 
will only be started and carried on within 
their own area. They will get a loan from 
the Treasury, repaying the Treasury at the 
rates stipulated. The work is carried on, 
but it will only be the work in respect of 
which they have applied for a loan. I hope 
I have given a full explanation. 

Mr. BEI3BINGTOX: No. there is not an 
end to the liability. The Minister, upon his 
own terms, can compel any shire council to 
take up a very large amount of loan money 
and spend it, and he can bring the unem­
ployed to that district. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC WORKS: When 
they carry on works under that clause, they 
employ their own labour. I will not· bring 
the labour from anywhere. 

Mr. Bebbingt~n.] 
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~Ir. BEBBINGTON: But you will compPl 
them to employ men. TilE' Treasurer doPe 
not. answer my question. The hon. gentle­
man will not say that the liability of thf' 
cit:y councils or ehire councils to find em­
ployment for the unemployed will be limited 

to the unemployed within their 
[9.30 p.m.] own areas. We shall have to get 

an amendment ins,_•rted making 
that quite clear, before the Bill passes this 
Chamber. \\'ith regard to the contributions 
>vhich have to be ma·de by employers, I 
presume the> amounts they contribute will 
be passed on and that they will not really 
be paid by the employer. When the Trea­
surer brought in his land tax he wanted 
to raise £140,000 or £160,000 by that land 
tax. Last year instead of £140,000 he wanted 
over half a million, and he took it from 
the people. Exactly tlw same kind of thing 
will happen in this case. The Treasurer 
comes along and throws out a bait in order 
to get this Bill through the House, and the 
bait he throws out is that he is only going 
to tax the employer to the extent of £2 a 
year for each person he employs. But the 
Bill fixes no limit to the taxation of the 
employer, and the employers ean be com­
pelled to keep tlw unemployed from other 
States, and they will flock here in thousands. 
The Government are imposing a lot of taxes 
-the land tax, tlw income tax. and thP 
unemployed tax-and all these taxes ar<' 
placed on the shoulders of employer<;. The 
Treasurer knows that there is onlv a certain 
narrow margin of profit in many 'busine,ses. 
he knows that if the employer pays his land 
tax and all other taxes and expense, there 
will be nothing left for him. and he knows 
perfectly well that the E'rnployer is bound to 
put these co;;ts on the goods he sells, which 
means that the cost of ]iying will go up. 
That is one of the things that the Bill covers 
up, as the Premier said at the Interstate 
Conference. his axiorn is. '' CoYer It up, 
don't let th<' people see it." The people aro 
pei·suaded now that thev will not have to 
pay this tax. hut I say fhat such a tax will 
only increase unemployment and prevent 
people in other StatE's from investing their 
money in Queensland. With such a measure 
as this in force, it will pay a man better to 
put his money into the war loan than to 
put it into industry. If the Bill does not 
shut up some of the industries we already 
have here, it will prevent people from op<'n­
ing up other industries. 

Now I come to the labour farm proposal 
<'ontained in the Bill. It would be a good 
thing if W'e could gather up all those who 
to-day e,re a burden on the community--­
thosP w·ho will not. work-and put them on 
a farm and make tlwm Parn their own living. 
But I am sorry to say that the Treasurer is 
providing these farms, not for people of that 
kind, but for the ordinary and general 
workeri'. Is the hon. gentleman going to 
pick up all the rag tag and bobtail in the 
;h·eets of the city and put them on this 
labour farm, and will he then take the re­
Rpectable workers who would not be seen in 
the company of such men and put them on 
the farm to work alongside the "won't 
works''? 'Is the hon. gentleman going to 
put respectable workers alongside all those 
«coundrels who won't work? You have not 
to go yery far to find them, as they are to 
be found in this city as well as in other 
countries. Then what is the hon. gentleman 

[M·r. Bebbington. 

going to do with tlw women? The Bill does 
not cay anything about finding work for 
wonl{'n. so that it is incomplete in that re­
·'JlPN. The Bill should be called " A Bill to 
ereatf' unemployment." instead of the " Un­
employed \Vorkers Bill." The Treasurer ad­
mits that ht• has made no provision for 
women. The farms are onl v for men. Y "'-' 
cannot bundle a lot of women on to a farm. 
Then what is th<• hon. gentleman going to 
do with the women? I believe the Tr<:'a­
surm· had some hope that this Bill might 
be a success, hut I am afraid there is little 
hopp of its being a success. What is the good 
of a measure which will tend to impoverish 
Pmployers? There are hundreds of people 
who are employing workers to-day, and they 
are \vorking pn a Vf'ry narrow 1nargin. Therr 
may bp profiteors in tlw State, but, at th<-• 
,;anw tim<>, there are any number of em 
ploy<'rs who are working on a narrow margin. 
In nine cases out of ten the people engaged 
in primary production are working on 
Yory narro\V 1nargin. If people are going 
to work on the.se narrow marginB, and you 
an-' g-oing· to plaee them in this position, do 
you think they are going to work for the 
StatP ·~ I saw a man the other day whc 
had a considerablP amount of money, and 
hP went to ·vietorin, where he eame froin. 
It is tlw land tax that is driving the sone 
awa\ to the eitiP:; while the father ha .. , to 
'top. 011 the farm. Xow we come down to 
lwdroc:k---what is the cause of unemploy­
nwnt in Queensland to-day? This is an ex­
trad taken from the Bundaberg report in 
.. Tlw Militant," of 1st September---

" Except in the railways, work here is 
YPry slack: so Inueh so, that a unionists' 
distrPss fund had to be started to en­
ahlP principally a roof to be kept ovm 
their families' heads. It says very little 
that such a condition of affairs should 
exist in a dt1.n1ocratic countrv run hv a 
Lubour Govern1uent." ~ ~ 

I am going· to give my own reason for unem 
ploynwnt. You npver see anything brought 
forward to increase production,. but every­
thing which is done to se·iz·e the means of 
prochwtion and the wealth that someone else 
lHtR produced. The Government can deny 
that the socialistic system to-day is the plan­
ning or creating of. more wealth and divid­
ing it up if they like. We• had a debate last 
Thursdav. when this side of the Hous<: 
showed that its policy was a policy of CD· 

OJWratiYe production, in which the worker 
would be assisted bv the State in the same 
wav that the fe,rme"r is assisted to own his 
own factorie·s-that the worker should own 
his own factory and get the whole of the 
produce of his labour. Hon. members oppo­
:;ite turned it down in favour of stealing th<· 
wealth produced by other people under the 
name of ''socialism." vVith all these• thinge 
hanging over the community, can you wonder 
that no one comes here to start industries? 
Can you woncl<Jr that no one will put their 
money into industries? Can you wonder that 
son1e of our war loans were a success? 
People put their money into the war loans, 
becaw•e there was lt>ss trouble than in put­
ting it into industry. When I saw some <Jt 
the wa1· loans being floated, I said, " Thank 
God; it is a success." But we know what 
human nature is, and I dare say hon. mem­
bers opposite did the same, because they 
could not trust their own party. (Govern­
ment laughter.) The Premier says he put~ 
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a little in, and I bP!icve lw put it in from 
the very same L otiYe-s that I did. (Renewed 
Gowmnwnt laughter.) It is qu)te evident, 
from tht• position the Rockhampton "Rr­
r·ord," tlw PrE>micor's own paper, has taken 
up, that he cannot trust his own party, and 
neither can any othe·r hon. member opposite. 
Let me give a little incident. Some few 
years ago I happened to be in S'ydney, and 
there was a socialistic Government in power. 
I was speaking to one• of the leading bankers. 
I said. " How is it that these men who are 
talking about the destruction of wealth are 
all wealthy men ? " He said, " I am a 
bankE'r, and I have the means, if anyone has, 
of knowing where peoplo have accounts, and 
there is not a Minister in New South \Vales 
who has a banking account in his own coun­
try." I said, '· \Vhat do th<•:·: do with it '1 " 

and he said, "There is a certain gentleman 
passing between here and Ame·rica. He is 
supposed to be a commercial agent, but my 
opinion is that his principal business is 
investing money for politicians in America, 
and when the climax comes they can pick up 
their swag and go where the· money is." 
(Loud Government laughter.) 

Th" DEFGTY SPEAKER : Order ! I ask 
the hon. member to connect his remarks with 
the Bill. (Hear, hear!) 

:Mr. BEBBINGTON: I am showing that 
under this Bill, and under sociali,;t I egisla­
tion, ther<' can be no confidence-that capi­
talists will not come here to spend thpir 
money and start industries-and that is the 
reason why we should gh·e this Bill a great 
.deal of consideration. It possibly may 
account for wme people here saying tha't 
they have no banking accounts. Is it pos­
,ible that some of the people who profess to 
have no banking accounts have got their 
money invE'sted, so that they can go over to 
it whe1_1 things smash here? TIH>y preaeh 
revolution. but we have no evidence that 
they are not im·esting their money in safer 
eountries. 

The· DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order ! Order ! 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I am only showing 
what can happen under socialism. 

The PRE;mER : That bank manager must 
haye seen you coming. (Laughter.) 

Mr. BEBBI~GTON: Perhaps he did, but 
I got his word. Perhaps the Premier knows 
more about these things than I .cJo. (Laugh­
ter.) I am quite sure that the Premier has 
too much brains to be caught in a socialistic 
storm, and have his money where he <'annat 
get it. (Opposition laughter.) You do not 
catch him twice. I am very sorrv that this 
Bill does not come up to our e~pel'tatiom. 
If it would relieve unemployment instead of 
,.reating it, then I, for one, would readily 
give it all the assistance I could. If we can 
make it a good Bill in Committee, I shall 
be delighted to assist in doing so ; but, if we 
cannot, I shall have to Yote for it be-ing put 
off for a few months for further considE>ra­
tion. 

OPPOSITION :iYIE)IBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. 'I'AYLOR (W£ndsor): I ~ertainly thiuk 
that, as far as the content<> of the Bill are 
con~erned, the Treasurer gave us a very 
lucid explanation. As to whethN' it is po>­
~ibl.; for the Bill to work out in the way 
vchich the Secretary for Public \VorkB has 
in his mind, I, with manv others, have 
comidcrable doubts. That· unemployment 
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PXi:'t:- t'Yf'rvonP. in this Oha1nbt:'r knows~ 
StaH'lllPiltB havi• been n1ade by hon. rnernber& 
on thP opposite sidn that this side has no 
"vmpathy whatcvPr with the worker or with 
tiw un<'rnploycd. Tllat statement has b<•t•n 
Hifi<:h_-.., not onl)-'" oneP, hut on quitP a nu1nlwr 
of oceaBions during this debatP. I contend 
that tlw legislation which has bPE'n passf'd, 
not on!;; in Quocnsland, but throughout the 
whole of Australia during the last twenty Ol' 

tw<'nty-five ;~·ears, gives the lie to that state­
lll<'nt. \Ye have not to go very far afield to 
iirHi whorl' legislation of a humanitarian 
t·haraet~r· has been carried out by the various 
llon'rnment:> of Que<'nRland, and of the other 
KtatPs, in ord<'r to ~o far as possible amelio­
rat<' and bPtter the condition of the workers, 
and. as l'vid<•nec of that, I will mention a. 
f<'W _\i'ts that haY<' been passed. \Ve havr; 
l'""""d in the State of Queensland a Workers' 
( 'o!llfJPlbtttion Aet, an Act which has Jx,Prl 
d a most b.;neficial character to the work£ r 
1cho has bceu injured, and to the depend0nb 
of anv work<'r who has lost his life. Pro­
Yieior1 is made bv that Act so that if a. 
worlu•r is killed, some provision will be made 
im hie wife and family. 

:\Ir. KIRWAN: That is not so. I will give 
you a ('Oncret~ case. 

:.VIr. TAYLOR: Give us a concrete cast'. 
11r. KJRWAN: A man was killed opposite 

th,• H.oma stn•Pt railway gates by a tram, 
nud the widow <'ou.I.d. g-et no cornpensation. 

:\fr. TAYLOR: That ie probably the only 
c""' where compensation could not be ob­
tain,•J. If it can be shown that by some 
< ontrilmtory act of negligence an accident 
ha' taken placP, then it is not a very easy 
matt<'!' for any !JPl'son to establish a c-laim. 

Mr. KIRW.\N: That was not so in this 
ea"'~· 

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not remember the case 
to which the hon. member refers, but even 
mppoee that such a case did happen, it 
dol'S not affed the truth of what I have 
said one iota, and if that is the only case 
out of scores and hundreds that have taken 
pla~P since that Act has been in operation, 
it. <:loPs not say very much against the Act. 
Th"n, in order to better the condition of the 
workm· again, we have passed the Workers' 
Dwl'llings Act, another Act which has beC'n 
availeJ of by the worker, and as a cons<­
quc:oncc>, probably hundreds and thousands of 
homes have been erected throughout Queen;;­
land for the workers, which are gradually 
bPing paid for in the way of a very low 
l'Pntal. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES : And the Bill was 
opposed by many on the other side. 

::\Ir. \VINSTAKLEY : That is not correct. 
Hon. W. H. BARNES: It is correct.. 
Mr. TAYLOR: Then, again, we have th<c 

allowancf" that arc paid to the widows and 
the th•p•·ndent children when the wage-earner 
has been tak<~n away. These have all been 
imrodu(·l'd in order to benefit the worker, 
awl th<'n, finally, we have the old-age 
lH'Il':'-ion:-:;.. 

:\Ir. KJRWAN: Your party fought it for 
t(•n ;~·ears on the floor of this House. 

::\Ir. TAYLOR: I am not' discussing who 
imposPd it or who did not impose it. I 
may tell the hon. membel· that the first 
man to speak of old-age pensions in the 
whole of Australia, and who worked day 
and night till it was introduced, was Mr. 
J. W. Kirkland, in the Legislative Assembly 

Mr. Tc.ulor.l 
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of Victoria. about thirt~·-five year~ ago. I 
.d1all~nge any hon. m••mbcr in this Chamber 
to di"Jmt<> that statement. Of conree. to a 
vcr"' great fl'xtent these measures have re­
moved the spectre of l'm.::mployment. and it 
i..; a speC'trc at all tin1es. To a married n1an 
with a family who has only got his daily 
wage to live on, the fact that he may lw 
·out of employment to-morrow is ~ertainly 
11 spectre, and if we can. by any legislation 
we can introduce, remove that spectre, then 
\VC will be doing something that will be to 
tht• benefit of thP Stat0 and to the benefit 
of the worker. I think I hav0 ae much 
•'.vmpathy for the worker, and for tlu• un· 
c·mployed, as any mPmber of this Chamber. 
~md I contend that this Bill is not going to 
work out in the direction that the Secretarv 
for Public 'Works hope,- and thinks it will 
work out. 

:Yir. FOLEY : How would you deal with 
tht• qm·stion? 

:\Ir. TAYLOR: It is for tht> Gov0rnment 
who hav0 charge of the business of this 
enuntry at the prc•sc•nt time to promulgate 
a schem0 that will deal with the evils of 
Hnemplo;-iment, and deal with the question 
in an equitable and fair manner. I contend 
that the principle of thiB Bill is inequitable. 
In all c-onscience, why should the men who 
to-day ar~ providing employment in their 
various businesses be thP ones vvho have to 
pay the whole tax, when evcrvone know' 
t IHtt there are hundreds, and probably 
thousa:1ds, of wealthy men who hav~ capital 
at their command, and who arc not emplov· 
ing a ~inglf' person, and who are to io 
scot free. L:nder this Bill the mPn who 
d0 not employ any workers. and do not 
provide a single penny to provid~ employ· 
:nent, but have their money locked up in. 
mvestmPnh;, are not called upon to pa v a 
;.ingle copper. Is it a fair thing that these 
wen should he allowed to go scat free 'i 
I contend that it is not fair at all. How· 
,,,·pr unpalatable it may be. we all know 
this un0mployment exists. \Ye all know it 
ah;Yays has existed; that it always will 
exist. we hope, will not be th~ case. There 
is no doubt, as the Secretarv for Public 
\Vorks said, in _every State, and in every 
country, there IS an unemployable class. 
I suppose that we shall always havf; that 
class. \Ve always have had them, and it 
is a very difficult class to deal with. and to 
know how to properly put them to some 
kind of employment which will be to their 
benefit, and to the benefit of the countrv. 
It is a great pitv to think that here in 
Queensland, with an undeveloped State such 
as we have, with its hundreds of thousands 
of acres, that ther<J should be any necessitv 
at all to bring in such a Bill as this. Mv 
contention is, and has been in connection 
with this Bill, that there is an abundance of 
work in Queensland at the present time, if 
the people. would only get to work and 
develop this country as it has a right to 
he dC'veloped. 

At five minutes to 10 o'clock p.m., 

The SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

:VIr. TAYLOR (continuing): But the 
dc,-elopment of this country h<>s been 
lu!Jdered, to a great 0xtcnt, first by indus· 
trial troubles, and then ""'ain. bv the 
strikes that have taken 'pla~e in connec· 
tion with those troubles. We all know how 
strikes create unemployment. Tuke the late 
shipping strike. We know that, quite apart 

[Mr. Taylor. 

from the mf'n who were engaged in that 
strike. there were thousands of workers 
unemployed throughout the whole of Aus­
tralia. and that is what is going to happen, 
probably, in connection with a Bill 6uch as 
rhis. ·ender this Bill, of course, there is 
no liability to pay compensation while men 
arc on strike, and for a < nrtain period after­
wards, but that is not the only length to 
which the Bill goes. Say a coal strike takes 
place. or a seamen's strike takes place. 
Through the action of those men going on 
strike we m a v have several thousands of 
mf'Il Out of employment, and how is this 
fund going to bQ financed in a case of that 
kind. which might arise, and which, had 
this Bill been in operation, would hav<> 
aris<"n at the present time? 

\Yith all due respect to the Tr0asurer, <1nd 
tn his desire to bring unemployment to an 
<'tHl. my honest conviction is that, instead 
of reducing the amount of unemployment in 

the State, he is going to increase 
[10 p.m.] it. It is not only the employees 

who have a dread of unemploy· 
rnPnt. At the present time the employers 
of labour right throughout Australia are in 
constant dread of trouble arising in connec· 
tion with the various industries of the 
countrv. Throughout the Commonwealth 
tlwre ;tre men who wish to throw aside all 
tlw constitutional metho-ds of settling labour 
disputPs which have been provided for them, 
and of resorting to direct action. Time and 
time again awards of the Industrial Arbitra· 
tion Courts have been flouted. and all kinds 
of annoyance caused to employers. \Yhile 
that state of things exists. is it iikeiy that 
m.en are going to invest their mQney in our 
industries? If the State chooses to embark 
on this undertaking, it will find itself in 
Pxadly the same position as private 
employers. 

The matter of secondary industries was 
niC'ntioned by one hon. member to-night. 
\Y<' know how necessary secondary industries 
are to the communitv: and WP all know how 
painfully few there" are of such industries 
in this State. Take the boot manufacturing 
industry, for example. I s11ppose there is 
not a single ship that comes into the port 
of Brisbane from the Southern States that 
does not bring large quantities of boots 
manufactured in Sydney and Melbourne from 
hides grown in Queensland. Our boot manu· 
facturers have already quite enough taxation 
tD bear if they are to compete with their 
rivals in the South without" thi:s added 
in1post. Instead of ·having to i1nport a very 
large proportion of our boots from New 
South \Yalcs and Victoria, we should be 
large exporters of boots to those States. 

::\Ir. O'ST:LLIVAN: The boot manufacturers 
make a proftt of 35 per cent. 

::Hr. TAYLOR: I do not know what profits 
the boot manufacturers of Queensland make, 
but it is quite evident that the Southern 
manufacturers must be making considerably 
larger profits, judging by the large quantities 
of boots thev are able to sell here. The 
biscuit industn: has also been m·entioned. 
It is well kt1own that we import large 
(]Uantities of biscuits from Victoria and ::\ew 
South \V ales, and we are now going to 
penalise our biscuit n.anufactnrers still 
further. The same remarks apply to con· 
fPctinnery. \V e manufacture the sugar in 
QuPensland, and yet we send our sugar down 
to Sydney and Melbourne, and get a con· 
siderable quantity of i.t back again in the 
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dha!Jt' of confL·ctionPry. The svstern which 
allovvs such a f'tat<.) of things" to exist is 
radically wrong ; and I contPnd that such 
1 Bill as this is g-oing to rPducE' rather than 
iHcrease the nun1ber of our secondary indus­
tri''' by adding to thP costs aml taxes of 
'Jur rnannfacturer5. 

do not know that I haYe much to 
<a:: by way of ohjPction to the unernploy­
nwnt council. Personal!~-. I would prefer 
if it. \Yal' not to be prpsided oYer by a 
MinistN, lweanse. I do not care who the 
:\1inister may be.· it will be a Yery difficult 
matter for him to act in such a capacity in 
an unbias,ed way. It is right and proper 
t > have a judgp there, and also to han• the 
Director of Labour and repr<'sentatives of 
thP two parties int•·re.;t<'U; but the scope of 
thP work will be Y<'ry extPnsive, and, as the 
Tr---·asurC'r intin1ated, it 1nay be of a very 
dn"tic nature if the council choosP to make 
it so. The TrcasurE'r said that the charge 
oa the employt>r the first yt'ar will h<' £2 per 
<'~nployee. That is what the Bill states. 
But the employpr has no guarantee regard­
ing the amDlmt lw will have to pa v in the 
Beeond or the third year. If ther~ should 
be a largP amount of mwmployment, and 
there happc!J" to havp been a deficit the first 
year, from my reading of the Bill, the 
council will have JlOW<'r to make the asse<s­
ment anything they choose. It may bP £5, 
or Jt. may be £20, or £30; they can fix it 
at any arnount they C'hoose in order to 
finance the scheme. I do not think that is 
,, fair thing. The limit should be specificallv 
defined in the Bill, and not be left to b'8 
fixed at the swePt ·will of the council. no 
matter ho"· competc•nt that council may be. 
It ie aho mpntiorwd in the Bill that a 
rebat<' may LP givPn to emplovPrs. I do not 
know what may be the experience of other 
hon. members, but I have never known any 
rebate givt>n in counection with anv such 
leg-islation. The general experience 1s that, 
wlwn any GovPrnment scheme comes to be 
put inilo operation, the contributions from 
private individuals are increased rath<'r than 
decreas<:>d, owing to the exigencies of the 
<ast,. The Treasur!'r quoted certain figures 
as to the number of unemployed. I am 
sorry that he did not givp some estimate of 
the eost of the schemP. His figures showed, 
how£'Yer, that the greatest amount of unem­
ployment exists in the months of J anuarv 
Febrna_r;;, ~ne! nlarch, and the average 'i~ 
domethmg hko ~.200 <"Onstantly unemployed in 
the State. '\'\ orkmg out those figures, it 
se<'ms to me that the r·xpenditure would bo 
anything from £150,000 to £200,000 a year. 
'\Ve have got to ask ourselves whether we 
nannot adopt some effectiYe scheme at very 
much less cost. P<'rsonallv I think it can 
be done, and I think the G~Yernment should 
oee whether it is not possible by some oth ,,. 
means to r0ducE' what is likelv to be tho 
probable cost. ~ 

Reference has been made to the relief 
farms. Vv e do not, of course, expect those 
to pay, when WP consider the class of men 
whom the Government propose to put on 
them. .\s a !l'<'neral rule, we know that they 
do not pay m any direction. and I think 
that in any unemplovment scheme where 
the intpntion largely is' to put on them men 
who are uncmplo~ abh', we cannot ex~t 
them. to pa~·. But, as the speaker pointed 
out, ~~ rr;ay h~ve the effect, by getting those 
mE·n mto achv<' work, of redeeming them 

and making thPm good workers in the future. 
'\VP all realise that it is a difficult question 
to deal with. and I fe!'l sure that if it can 
hP shown that the sdwrrH' will be workable, 
thP (~overnmPnt will get all the assistance 
possiblt• from this sid<> of the House. 

In connection with the contributions which 
art' to be tnade. there probably may be some 
fairly cog!'nt <me! sufficient reasons why the 
State as a whole should be exempted, but I 
do not think that exemption io fair or just 
so far oaR StatP cnterpris{'s. arC' concerned. 
I think that 'vhen' a StatP is 0ntering into 
enterr1riscs which haYt lJeen earriPrl out in 
thP past hv private individualil, it should pay 
pro rata ~ in connt"){'tion with its trading 
ventures as \vell as the priyate etnployers 
'Why it claim,; <'x<>rnption I eannot un-c!N­
stancl, and I shall eertainl~, oppose that 
lHOYision in f'YCry vvay. 

Thr-n. again. "\YC' are told by nwinhers on 
thc' Govermnent side that the Gm·ernmcnt 
are opposed to hig monopolies <me! big busi­
n('Sse". and yet under this Bill they propose 
to in<"rcase their sizt'. If eertain profits are 
made by a company, such aB the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company, tlwy say, '·You 
n1ust put on n1ore er:nployees: ;you 111u~t en­
largf' thE~ seorH~ of your operations; you n1ust 
inC'rPase the size of your 111onopoly. '' Here 
is a Bill which is going to further monopolies, 
and do all that it possibl~- c<1n to incrc,ase 
thPir activities. A good cleal ha" been said 
about the control of industries and produc­
tion. Any man who ehoo.ses to think for 
only a few 111onwnt~ ('annat co1ne to any 
otlwr conclusion than that if tlw workers 
of Australia had h0en prepared to mfike 
thP sarn!' sacrifice as they have just donP-­
because thev have made some sacrifice of 
wage-;-they' could haYe provided sufficient 
money to control probably a dozen industries 
in Queensland and Australifi to-day instead 
of w.hining at what the capitalist and the 
profiteer are doing·. They have be<'n con­
tent to lav clown their tools of trade and 
lose probabl; two or tln·e<' months' work, in 
many cases at £3 or £4 a wPek-which has 
fill gonp to thP winds-and then go back to 
their work with slight]:~· bettc>r conditions 
and perhaps not. If the~· had been 
on]~· Jeye]-headed enough to put that money 
into sotn<' co-operati,·e affair, they could 
have ownc>d tlw ships of Australia, they 
could probably have owned tlw Brisoone 
tramw11vs. and could have ow1wd coalminc>s 
from orie · entl of Australia ta the other. 

Mr. CARTER interj!'cted. 

:Yh-. TAYLOR: 'I'.hat i,; what thev could 
have done if thev had dirPctE>d theii· mind, 
wisdy and well, 'but, like the hon. member 
who has interject0d, they could not dirc>ct 
tl cir minds wisely and well. 

:Mention has been made of the absence of 
provision for female workers who mav be 
uncmploy<'d. They cannot be put on to the 
farms, and in what departrnt•nt of industry 
we are going to utilise thci1· labour it is 
hard to Ra v. In fact. there is anv amount of 
labour a.ssoci<.tted with an UI1t>mployment 
Bill which will hP quitE' unsuitable for any 
farm or any of the other suggested relief 
works. However, I haYe no intention to 
take up any more time of thP House. I say 
that any honest, descrYing scheme that will 
provide for unemployment has the sympathy 
of every membN· on this sidP of the House, 

MT. Ta.:;lor.] 
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notwith:..;tanding what tncrnlH·r~ on the other 
;.:;ide n1ay ::-.oy to tlH~ eontrarv. and I :-;av that 
thP Gov0rnment 'hould l;rino· forward a 
'"heuH· which will be workabl';, and practi­
eabk and uot mw which will erNlte nnPmploy­
nH•nt a~1d r~=~~ult ii_l finan{·ial lof-':3 and prO. 
hably Jman<:Ial. rum to many pcopl<' who 
wtll come wtthm the scope of this Bill. 

~h. ROBERTS: I want to ;,ay at the 
ontse! t.hat it: Sf'f\1116 pas~ing ~trange to lllf' 

that m what '' called the Queen State of tlw 
( 'ommonwpa lth, after a period of four vears 
of Labour Govc•rument, it is necessar\· for 
thP L<•idslature to consid<'r a Bill <·allf:d an 
Lll<'lllJlloyed \Yorkers BilL \Yhen \Ye 

renH•tnhPJ· thP eriticisn1 that usPd to hP rnc.do 
wlH'n thP Labour paTty were in opposition. 
one ;~ould as~nn1u that when tlu~y got on to 
the lrea,m·~- lwnclws a 'tate of uncmplo:y. 
lnent <'Onld not PxiBt. I YPntur0 to :;a v hcnv 
<'Vf'r, that thP IPgi:<latiYe E'nactnwnts ·,;f this 
Govprntnent haY(' been such as baye 1nadE.1 
llllE'lnploytnpnt tnorp pnssiblP frotn dav to 
?ay. It do,·s not matter what sphere ot 
mf!uencp they have Pntered---it has been 
mattf<l' of plums for the few and a r<'duction 
of employment for the manv. I think it is 
generally admitted hv this ,.idP of the IIon:<n 
tl1at there is no ob]ection to a I·easonablo 
allowan<'P for unmnployruent. The oTeat 
objection is he<""ause in othPr C'ountries ;here 
;;;in1ile.r tnPasuros. have bf>en }Ja~s.ed payn1ent 
ha.s lwen sought from all parties coneerned. 
It must be admittE'd that the framers of 
this Bill haye had the advantages of thosp 
Acts, and indeed >wme of their' clauses (lm 

<'Ontained in this BilL Just the one clans<' 
necessary to makP it financial. I rE'p;ret to 
'ay, has h<•<•n lPft out of tlw Bill. As hae 
beE'n shown by the hon. nwmbe1· for Wind­
'or. t.he only pE'ople who are <'alled upon to 
contnbute are the people who are making 
Pmpl_oyment to-day. The people who are 
keepmg thf'ir workers continuouslv em­
Pl<_Jy?d (·<'rtainly ha.ve the priYileg<' _:_if the 
J\I!mster makes up his mind to exercise it­
of getting· ~on1e coneession. But there rs 
that word "ma v.'' and I assume that the 
amount of mon,;y that will hE' sought. from 
••mployers of five persons or more will bP 
_,u~h t11at that provision will not be used. 

As far as the unemployment question is 
~oncern~d, I would like to point out. it is an 
'_'Conomi.c OllE', and any attempt to deal with 
1t requn'<'S ~areful thought. I cannot but 
think that very little- thoug-ht has beE<n ITiven 
7o the compilation of this 'Bill. The Go~ern­
ment. have come along and said, " Well, we 
pronused an '(~nemployed ·workers Bill. 
1\:e know that it is quite impossible, but we 
Will mtroduce a measure, and we· will intro­
duce such a one that, as far as the workers 
are conc<'rned. we will be ablP to sav we did 
not ask them for any pavment thereto." 
\Ve know that, as far as the trade· union 
]lrinciple is concerned, for years in the old 
<:ountry there has been unemployed insur­
ance. The workers have provided for it 
and also have insisted that the· emplovee ha~ 
to go \Yh<'re lw is required by the trade 
union to look for work. The employment 
fee is payable only on his carrying out that 
obligation. The Government propose to 
compel those• who are employing labour to 
bear the cost of this scheme. I think that 
in ibclf, is most unreasonable and unfair: 
\Vhen we get into the claqses of the Bill we 
f\nd many things which rE<quirc consideration. 
In <'laus<> 3--

[Mr. Taylor. 

'IhP SPEAKER: OrdN·! Tlw hon. mem­
ber is uot in order in dPaling with tbo 
dau'"" of tlH' Bill on this motion. 

::\Ir. ROBgRTS: I onlv want to <lea! with 
the principh• of tlw BiiL In clau~l' 13 it 
~ayf-1--

Tlw SPEAKER : Order ! I n•mind tho 
hon. rnPrnbPr again that h0 is not allowt."<l 
to discn:<s the· claw<l's of thl' Bill at this 
'tage. 

::\Ir. HOBERTS: I ouh- want to say that 
thi~ clau~e provides- ~ 

·• The OYE'r~cPr ntav <)~tabli~h and 
1nana~P any tradt~ or inClu~try in a labour 

farm and dispo'e of the proct·eds thPr,•of." 

RP\-Pral n1Nllh(~r:4. ~pc·aking on the -secund 
rc>ading, S<'l'mPd to think the labour farms 
were to be usc>d for agricultural purposes. 
I am showing, · from that reference, t.hat 
therf' h; <'ontr·1nplat0d an engaging in 
~econdarv industriPf'. I note further on that 
thP question of the wages to be paid is onu 
not for the Arbitration Co11rt. The Minist<'r 
hims<'lf will st•t out the wagE's \vhich are to 
bt• paid. Tlwn ther<• is anothPJ' provision, 
which sPPtns to bt' a l't."llnarkab]p on<'. c•orning· 
fro1n a Labour GoYernn1ent, and it givPs nH~ 
the opinion that full considt'ration ha,, not 
h<'en gin·n to the Bill. There is a provision 
that, if ther!l is a diffc•renee of opinion 
hehvc<'n one of the men on the faTm and 
the manager of the farm, the man can be 
dismissed. It is an astonishing fa(·t that, 
notwithstanding some moneys may be due 
to him, if hC' is dismiss0d, those moneys are 
not to be paid. That doPs not ;;cem to be 
what you might expect from ml'n who are 
supposed to look after the interC'.sts of the­
worker. I propose to moYe an amendment, 
and I think there is every reson for so 
doing. and the Government should decide to 
aCCPpt it. lt is-

" That all the words after ' now ' be 
omitted, with a Yiew of inw·rt~ng the 
words 'withdrawn to permit of introduc­
ing a new Bill to n1akf' provision for an 
t<quitable schE<me of insurance against 
unemployment by a fund contributed. te> 
by the employers, the workers, and the 
Btate. and providing labour farms or 
other suitabh- work for the unem­
ployable." 

If this suggestion is adopted, I think there 
is every possibility that a Bill can speedily 
be introduced and passed, and become effee­
tive. The present Bill ·do€13 not seem to b,,, 
giVIng general satisfaction outside. \Ve 
know that the employers of labour arc con­
siderably concerned about it. They seem to 
fear there will be more taxation placed upon 
them. In Yarious centres the industrialist~~ 
thcmse!YPS are not satisfied with it. 

A GoYER~olE~T ~1Eli!BER: \Vho are the 
indmtrialists" 

::\Ir. HOBERTS: On<' mpmbcr on the­
Governnlent side is anxious to know who 
the·v are. I am cont<'nt to know thev arc 
woi:kers-mPn who eYidently anticipate' that. 
if this Bill becomes operative. they will b.:• 
concerned in it. That is sufficiE<nt for me. 
I have eonsiderable satisfaction in moving­
the amendment. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I rise to second 
the amc;ndment. I want to say at the outset 
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tnat. a> I haye not aYailed mv,elf of the 
opportunity of speaking on the Bill, I shall 
},, quite in or.dPr in 'peaking to the ame·nd­
ment and the Bill also. I think it will be 
at ouce admitted tliat the amendment which 
has bE>en moved by the hon. member for 
:Kast Toowoomba is one which must com­
me-nd itsPlf to every member of this Houw. 
(Loud Government laughter.) It is an 
anumdment which brings into practical form 
'\'}hat. I v-r·nture to say, is intPnded in connec­
tion with this particular Bill. I am per-

. f.•cth· certain that am·one who reads the Bill 
IUW•t ('OlllP to the C'Olldusiou that, notwith­
o<tanding the clear and f'·xplieit way in which 
thP :'-ecrE>tary for \York:; dealt with· the Bill, 
it ha' \wen huniedly prepared. It se8ms to 
w.· that thl' obje<·t, VPry larg<'ly, is to have 
"'lHll' kind of political firP,Yorks; and they 
:-.,·Pnt to haYP n1isfired, judgiug bv so1ne of 
~1 1P rPports, if trup~ ~leeaU!"P, apparP;ttl,v. therp 
" t'Y<'Il troublP m the dovecot of the 
Pn•nti{ f. tGoYernn1rnt laughter.) 

Tht• l'RE1IIER: \Yhy do you say that·: 

Hox. W. IT. BAlC\ES: I am a>kcd '"hv 
<1(, l :-oa~· that. ThPrP i:- a papf"r whieh t~ 
krHnn1 a:-; t1H• Hof'khatnpton .. H<•<•or<Cl." and 
it j..; said that tlw PJ'f'JlliPr ha:-~ ~onJPthing­
h> do with that papPr. L liml that, some­
how or oth<•r. althoug-h it agre<'H with the 
Prt•1nit•r and his rwrty in nine caHPS out of 
h•n. on thi~ partieula 1· occa~ion it dtw:-; not 
agrt•t> with hin1. It will lH' readilv under­
::-tood, wht'll such i:-. thP ea~P. how Yt:rv much 
~li>turb<•d th<'y 1mHt hP about this pa;·ticular 
Bill. (Gon'rllltlPnt laughter.) ThPy must 
fp.-l that a vPry grave ruistakP has been 
lnadt• iu bringing tlw Bill <lown to tho 
Hon><'. I am porfPctly certain that that is 

:thP judg-nwnt of thP C'oinlnunity p;P·nf'rally. 
l vnt nt to nHtkP Illysplf pPrfeC'tly cl('ar in 

·<'otll!PctioH with this particular Bill. Everv 
ml'mhl'r in this H<m~<'. wh<>u hP HJWaks o'f 
Ul!PrnploynlPllt, n1u~t a<hnit at oneP that th0re 
e:t n be nothing morC' terrible t ban for a. 
man to find himsplf out of work. Though 
eonH' mPmhcr' may doubt the statem<'nt, I 
nJd,V ;a~- that I han' hP<'n iu that position 
11!)':-.Plf~ a po:-.ition in 'vhieh onP is ashanwd 

to mc•f't hi~ fellows beC'ause he is 
[10.30 p.m.] doing nothing. In my youngpr 

day:.: I knew :.:omPthing of what 
it i' to han' nothing to do, and I know that 
th•· Jl<>!'it.ion is terriblP. But is this nwasurp 
<>llP whieh will r<'m8d~- that ,,,-il? ),!v own 
jutlg!Jwnt is that it will rathPr und0rmirw 
the- vPr.v foundation:-; of ~ociPtv. It will take 
away from tlw workPr that ~Yhich is neePs­
~ary in tlw lifP of ('Yery on(•-na1nely. the 
dPsirP to do th0 vPry be>t for himself. There 
is no onP who will regard this proposal with 
morP objeetion than thP work<'r. ThP aim 
of <'Vf'ry mau 'houkl be to make> proYision for 
hiul:-Plf in such a way that wh('n tlw l~vPning 
<lf life <·onH'> he will be> u,blc to fc>el inclc•­
Jll'fH1Pnt nf other peoplP. Reference has lweu 
madP b~· >OmP speah·r~ to tiH' fact that 
work .. r, will probably come from other States 
in ordPr to avail tlwnl:::.f'lYPs of tlw· pro·dsionR 
<•f thi' Bill. I know that the· Bill proYidPs 
that bPlp shall only b,. g-iYPn to thosP who 
ha VP n><i·dt'd for a certain perind in the State. 
J!ut ~P()i11g that WP an~ part of a O'reat 
l'•Hmno!lwt•alth. I hold that auv moYe~wnt 
ulong thP~P line~ ~hould be nlade bv thP 
( ~otntnnnwPt.tlth. and 110t hy an iudh:i.dnal 
Statio. Tf tlwrt' arp unPmpioyPd in Queen~­
lancl-- and r ,hall lw ubi<> to show later 
:that ,n~ ha V<' th(• bigge .... t pPrcentagc• of 

lllH'InployC'd --·tlH'·rP i~ ah-o uneinploynicnt 
t\l~ewhPr<'. and if W<' a rp to ·do anything to 
dPal with that unemplovment it should be 
donP hv thP CommonwPaith. Thi>< Bill opens 
thP ·door to all kinds of abuse. Thc> men 
"ho will have to be watched the most arc not 
thP honpst workers who are out of employ­
ment, but the men who haYe no desire to get 
Pmployment, and there are ': few such . in 
n-erv communih. Another pomt upon whJCh 
I should likc ;onw information is whether 
this 1nea~nrP i~ not another 1nean~ of trying­
to rai~P rt•V(?llH<' to help the Trea~ury. Sonw 
tirrH' ago it 'vas arrangt~.d by the Gov{•rnn1ent 
that no cattl<• should b<' allow0d to go out 
of tlw conutrv unless ~o 1nuch per hPa·d on 
thos<' cattlf' ":Pro paid to th<> Treasury, and 
t hP book,- show that "''me £35,000 was ob­
taiJJPd Jw tlw Tr.,'a>'lll'Pr bv that lll<"ans. This 
Bill pra;·tically say,. '' f~0rc i." a pistol; and 
1 f vou do not do C<'rtain t1uug-~' thC' frea­
HU'~'r <'all c·onH' aloug- and conun'andE'L'l' fund~ 
for the GoYPl'llUlC'nt." In other wor.ds, thP 
HH'asurP contains a provi~ion whieh says that 
lUHlPI' CPI'tain C'il'CUin:--tanel?s a Ilf'r~on wil1 
havP to inv<'Kt nlOllPY in Treasury bonds, or 
""""'thing of that kind. It may be that the 
Gtn·PnlllH'-Ilt will nPf'd 1nonev to buv n1ore 
<·attlt' ~tation~. or to mak<; up lc~~e:-; in 
coJllH'C'tion with State enh•qJri~P~ that havf' 
alreadv lwPn undertakPn. .\pparently, the 
Trpa:o;lirPr ]:-; tr.ving to 1nake good undpr th<~ 
Q;ui~f' of lu.)lpinp; tht~ worker. IIe has got 
Uwav fnnn th(' poor widow· and orphan. and 
i~ c(Jnling- now to the UllC'lllployPd in th(' 
eo1nrnunity. 

Thl' l'RE,!lEH: You arP eontmdiding all 
that IllPJnhPrt' on your own sidC' have ~aid. 

IIox. W. II. BARXES: I am only rP­
BJHni~iblP for 1ny own opinion~. 

Tlw PRF::\IIER: I am dPlightctl to ""e the 
differPIH'P of opinion on that side. 

Uox. W. II. B.\R:XES: I wi'h to show 
thP Hous<• ,-hat is happening elsewhere in 
connPction with a sirnilar mea5Ul'P, hut one~ 
which i' mueh more liberal and mu<·h more 
pquitablP. I haY<' hPrP a copy of a clipping 
from tlw London '' TimPs." of the 24th .Jmw, 
1919, whiC'h says---

" ~U· TowPr Bridge Police Court ye,ter­
day. ~Ir. Bingl<'y sai-d that lw had ~·ead 
in the report of a Government commrttep 
that there had bPPn no abuse with regard 
to unemployment pay._ If evi,dence had 
bePn takPn from magistrates the report 
would haYe been different. He had had 
bdore him railwav luggage thiev"s and 
piekpocketo who had heen drawing out­
.of.work pay." 

That i~ tlw practif•al C'XlH'l'iPtH'P of .a gPnt1P­
man in tlw old <·ountry who had <'ontrol of 
~ si1nilar bu~iness. ' 

),lr. :\In.r._\X: You would Pxcluck thP honest 
workPl' lweau~P :-:onH• JUPH do that kind of 
thing·: 

IIox. \Y. Jl. BAHXES: Xo. I 'HY that 
thf' honP~t- llHlll ·who i:-: out of PmplOynH'llt 
..-hou}d J'('('PiYL' PYPty }w]p \\(' fUll .! .. riVP hitll. 

Tlw l'm;jJIEH: Your arg-ul!wnt j, that the 
worker:-. are piekpcwkt>ts. , 

Hox. W. li. B.\RXER: Xo. That is mor<' 
of thP l'remiN's bluff. It U'l'<l to be sai<l by 
inPmhPrs oppositP. that if a Labonr Gon'rn­
nlt'Ht g·ot into powf'r \Vf' :-.1H)~l1d have a p~ra­
d.if'e in QuPPIJ-::land. Ref<•ITlnp: to an arttdo 

Hon,· W. H. Banu.,.] 
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which al'l"'ared in the ''Daily ~Jail" quite 
rPct•ntlv. I Hnd that '' Knibbs" shows that 
in tlw 'first quarter of the year 1918, Queens­
land had a certain increasP in unemploynwnt. 
I notieP that th<• rise in Qupcnslancl in the 
last quartPr of 1918 was 11.6 per cent.. in 
Victoria, 6.2 per ('Pnt.; in ::\ew South \Yales, 
3.6 per <'Pnt.; in \Vestern Australia, 4.2 per 
eent.; in Tas1nania, 1.7 pPr cent.; and 
Sputh An,tralia. 2.2 pPr <'Pnt. \Ye had an 
incrPase fin• tinu·~ greatf'r than it \vas in 
South Au,tralia. It will be admitte-d that 
thtl incn•as(l has lJeen verv great. Then I 
will qnotP from another r;ap0r which never 
makes all\· mistake-the .. Dailv Standard." 
I notiel' that a writer, in comlm{nicating with 
the• " Dailv Standard " in connection with 
this Bill. says-

., RP tlw rnemplovnwnt Bill to hE' 
pla<·,•d lwforc• PaHiament in th<> interPsts 
of the public, who undoubtcdlv will bP 
hPa vily tax0d to med Pxpense~. and of 
thP PmployPr. I would like to suggest that 
.PYPrv Inan who does not work for at 
leas.t six n1onths out of a ~?E·ar, and can­
uot nroduci• mPdical PYirknce to ,how 
that -h,• is uniit to wor'<, shall be im­
prisonl•cl for oue YC'ar. Thl' ~rhe1ne would 
dr•tPr 1nan5? IQa:fpr,, frmn othr•r parts 
C'01uing: hPre. and would go sornP 'va~r 
to hPlp along hont:~t workers who are 
not on t hP lookout for · something for 
uothiug.' Then, again. will not such a 
Bill tPlHl to kPc>p cauital out of the coun­
try, and '"ill ;vir~ Thcodore ·explai~ 
auy uwthod by which the capitali;;t can 
lH' <"Olll!WllPd to come hPre to help de­
YPloiJ our grf'at State, if thP only in­
dm·PmPnt is by offering · A Loafer's 
ParadisP. ~" 

:\Ir. :\IrLLAX: \Yhat 1s the date of that 
paper? 

Hox. \Y. H. BAR::\ES: 2nd S0ptembcr. 
I want to point out that this Bill is going 
to add to th,. number of rNnrns which have 
to br• sc>nt in bv pooplP to-daY. If there is 
one> thing lllOre than anothe~· which it is 
going t-o do, it is going to n1ake billets. 
·very f-oou in lJuPensland eYPry n1an "\vill 
hP. a 9-oYern1n'?nt .. serYant. EYerything i::; 
gomg m that dnectwn, and that will mean, 
aoeording- to opinions of many in this 
House• " new heaven and a new Parth. 
Then there is the other matter of £2 
per head. It doe,, not follow that it is going 
to 'top there; that is onlv for the first year. 
ThP Treasurer may find himself in need, 
and uatnrallv. under the machinery of the 
Bi!J. lw ma~: comP along and say," " I am 
gotng to hayp another cut in at those whon1 
I haY<' tlu" ,!:JO\YPl' to tax," and it 111a v 1nount 
up. if the caucus savs the Treasurer has to 
do it: aud if anothbr power sa vs he has to 
do it. it "·ill tlwn haYe to be donP. 

Then there is an c•xtraordinary provision­
l'llll_lloyPro ar<e comJwlled to fiu·cl C'mployment. 
1t 1~ an easy th1ng to t(•ll a 1nan that ho 
must find ''.John Brown" a billPt. but I 
'Yant. to know ho\V hf' i~ going to lllRila o·e 
it. You '''Hl driv<' a horsP to the trough, b~1t 
ym~ canuot make .him drink. If you pa"; 
lPg:udatton l1~· wln('h You (an put n1onev 
into a man's poekf't and ~nablc him to do 
<'<'rtain things, if he- can g·et an advanre 
from thr• UovernmPut-although I ·do not 
think thPy ('an adYaiJC0 Inuch-and run into 
<l<·bt in that wa0· in ordPr to fall in with the 

[H;m. W. H. Barnes. 

sugge~tions of thC' po~vc•._rB that be. you n1a: 
do it. Then the 2\Innster has the powt•r 
to state what the pcualty in 'onw dir<'etioJ,s. 
is to be. If there should not happPn io be, 
such a earcful and cauriou:": nu1n a~ thn 
preRt•nt Tr0asurPr in officP. what 1night 
happen·: SupposP thP ::Ylinister for Railways 
wished to take a trip somewhere for the 
public good, what rni ght happPn? 

Then wc han' power in the Bili to enmpel 
a lor·al authoritv to do certain thing,. Is 
that a fair prop0Rition ·: ThC' rcpr1'·.Sf'ntativPs 
on the local authoritiPs, in th<• majority of 
f'af:ef", a:)art fron1 the ehairuwn. (lo thei1: work 
in an ho:uorar,\· way. and th(·~- arc going to 
havf' a pistol placed at their heads, and told 
to do this, that, and the other. I want to 
know what nwn, with an~·thing lik0 sPlf­
rP:-;lH?ct. are go in~ to plac0 t hon::-('iYf'."i in that 
position ·: Tht>n• is no pol\.('1' to find out 
what is tlw wish of the pc>opl<' who an• con­
cernPJ. It may bP ~OlllC' work whi('h is 
altogrther unsuitable to thP di"'1 rict. Tlwr;~ 
is onlv one thing- that is ePrtain in eonnt>c­
tion ~·ith the Bill-- the,- June to pay up. 
and do what thP r·om1eil 'avs th<'Y hav<' to 
<lo. How is thP council conipost'd ··~ I want 
to point out that thPrc• is a dominating 
pO\Yl)r in the hands of the Goy<•rnnlPllt :in 
r('gard to the constitution of the council. If 
local authoriti<•s arc going to bP held re­
sponsible for this kind of thing, they should 
have sorne renresentation on thP council. I 
want to draw- attention to tlw fact that. the 
loeal authoritic;, arc going to be held 
responsible for the money without a poll 
!wino- taken. \Ye have H'en m the attempts 
rnadZ to control local autboritiPs. ""fl·hcre men 
have bPen put ou local authoritiPs. uot b~ 
reason of thPir fitness, but because' they have 
had the political brand "·hich tlw Gon·rn­
ment wanted. 

Then there is another part of the Bili 
which deals with labour farm~, I can only 
hope thos<; farms will be a great success. 
I believe in getting men out on the land, 
and there is nothing so necessary in Qneen~­
land to-dav as to make provision for getting 
people on. the land. and to s'"e that that 
phase of our national life is improved upon. 
If there is one danger in Queensland that 
we are up against more than another, it is 
the drift., and possible drift. from the 
country to th~ cities, and anything we can 
do to encourage people to go on the land 
should be done. I notice, too. that ,there 
arf' penalties. It says that objection to join 
a union which enjoys preferenc~ shall not 
constitute a reasonable excuse. and there are 
other penalties. A man who fails to carry 
out the Act is liable to a penalty of £100. 
Th~ whole thing savonrB. not of what you 
might call Libc,ral administration in carrY· 
ing out the la,\"s of the country, hut 1t 
savours of a Labour GoYernmcnt who have 
lost their heads as proYPd b~- the inequaliti"'' 
of the Bill which thev have brought in. Let 
me draw attention to "some of the -inequalitiPs 
in connection with this Bill. First of all, 
the Crown is verv earcfnl to eontraet th<·m­
Sf'h·es out of the. Bill. It my,; to tlw Pm­
ployers, you ehall be r(•sponsiblc for paying 
£2 or 1nor0 for Pach etnplo~vt~P. and 've a re 
going to take the l'P:lpon,ibility of. doing 
f'crtain things. but. we ar0 not gfnng . to 
contribute oursclYes on<' bras,, farthmg 
towards it. Ycry propc·rl,·. the other day 
attPntion was dra,vn to some of the State 
trading conecrns ''"hich arc practieally going 
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t~ get the advantages which this Bill will 
g1ve th.em, ar,td at the same time they are 
competmg w1th other people in business 
t?-day, ~nd they are. competing in many 
hnes whwh are exceedmgly advantageous to 
them, and yet the hon. gentleman comes 
down and says theY shall not haYc to con­
tribute towards the· expenses under .this Bill. 
I ask: Is it a fair thing? I feel. :.\lr. 
Speaker, that you yourself will consider that 
it is not a fair proposal. If there is to be 
a proposal to deal with unemployment, the 
Government th.;mselves should accept their 
share of responsibilitv in connection with 
their trading institutions, otherwise, is it not 
manifestly unfair that anything should be 
done to block t.he emplover in that direc­
tion, and to put him in a" position he ought 
not to be put m? A great dPal has been 
done in this Bill to trv and widen the 
breach between the parties. I hold that 
this should be a Bill which should have for 
its object. not the widening of the breach 
b.:.:hvcen th~ employer and the employee, 
~ut to brnl\g them together. ·v,-e have 
hstencd to the comments of hon. members 
on the other side-it may be for election<>er­
ing purposes; it mav be for the election 
which we are told is ~cry dose at hancl. 

Mr. KIRWAK: \Vhich is that? 

Ho:-;. vV. H. BARNES: The hon. member 
for Brisbane wlll be able to tBll us, lw being 
m the sPcrets of the caucus. It is perfectly 
certain that the object of the Bill is an 
<;>xcee~ingly unfair object. Might I draw 
attentJOn to the fact that the Minister is 
practically to be the judge of the Indnstrial 
Court. He takes the chair. usuallv the 
judge gets that position when he is appointed 
to any board, but in this case the Minister 
is to b_e the one who is to practicaily control 
the thmg, and say that certain things shall 
be done, and we know what tbat m·ay mean 
somet_imes. This Bill, no matter how neces­
sary 1t may be-I do not sav that we should 
not attempt to attack, morf) particularly 
t~rough the Federal Government, tht:> ques­
twn of unemployed-still. I sa v this Bill 
is absolutely unfair in its foundations. It 
is unfair. bE'cause it puts a penaltv on one 
section of the community and the" Gov.;rn­
ment themselves escape·. The Minister for 
\Vorks told us that the Government had to 
do certain other things. If thev have to 
do certain other things, there is" one thing 
that they do not do, and that is thev do not 
come into this Bill and take their share of 
the responsibility, C"Jlecially the financial 
responsibility. For that reason I sincerclv 
hope that the amendment will l1B carried. 
B certainly is an amendment which seeks to 
place an equality upon all those who are 
in, the community. 'l'hat is a fair proposal. 
\\ hatew_r we do, let us be just to tlw 
conununJty. 

Question stated. 

Mr. YO\YLES: I think it has Lcwn ad­
mitted bv the Minister himself that the Bill 
os presented to this Chamber, is not a work: 
ab!<; Bill, and that it has to he amc>nde<l 
from the very start in order to make it 
understandable. After the whole of the 
discussion that has taken place. it appears 
mow that it is unintelligible and that is 
acmittcd by the Minist-er hirn's.;lf. 

T'he PRD!IER: It is rather late in the 
de>ate to mggest that the Bill be with­
drown. 

:.\Ir. VOWLES : The Premier ought to 
know that that is a provision in the Stand· 
ing OrdC>rs. 

The PREmER : It looks likQ stonewalling. 

:.\lr. VOWLES : If we like to play the fool 
W(' c·ould ask for it to be postponed three 
months or six months, but we put forward 
a bona fide amendment. On rhe showing of 
the Minister himself, this Bill is not the sort 
of !llPasnrc that. ought to be brought before· 
this House. 

The SECRETARY }'OR PcBLIC \\'ORKS: How 
do you 1nean "on hi") O\Vll showing"? 

:.\lr. YO\YLES : 
I•1 his sp0ech the 
requires anlPnding 
tlwt 1~ in n~!!;ar·d 

On your own showing. 
hon. gentleman said it 
at. the v0ry start, and 
to tlH' main hasiB of 

The SECRETAHY FOR l'CBLIC \'YORKS: Yo>t 
rf'quirc arnPnding. 

:.\lr. VO"'LES: \Vc want to be reawnable 
about this thing. 

The SECRETAR> FOR PcBLIC \\'ORKS: \\'hy 
a('<·nsp 1ue of :-.urh a thing? 'Yh.v accuse me 
uf saying the Bill is unintelligible·~ 

:\Ir. VOWLES: I stated that ~-on ,aid the 
Bill was unworkable, and that ;~·ou would 
haYP to anwnd it at the very beginning. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'l'BLIC v\'ORKS: I did 
nut say anything \vas urnvorkablc. 

:\Ir. VOWLES : I pointed a certain matter· 
out to you, and you said you had an amend- . 
1nent in your po<'ket. 

Tiw St:cHET.\RY FOH l'cBLrc· \\'onEs: I did 
uot ,.:;,ay it was UlnYorkable. 

:.\lr. YOWLES : If it is necessary for the 
hon. gentleman to amend his own Bill, then 
it is not acceptable to this House. \Ve have 
t•verv ch•sire that a Bill should be intro­
dncl;d containing the principle of insurance 
against unemployment, but we do not want 
tu have tacked on something that is going 
to do a lot of things that should not be 
douP. I :-:nggP~t to thP hou. ,u;<"ntlelnan, 
if he wants to carry the Bill, to withdraw 
this measure, and bring in a Bill dealing 
·with in:,uranc0. 

The l'RE)f!ER : The proper procedur<' is to 
move amendments in Committee. 

:.\lr. \'0\VLES: That is so, but there are 
<'t•rtain things \H' stand right against, and 
c<'rtain other things we want to support. 
This anwndment '"ill give the Minister an 
opportunity of putting this legislation into 
t•ffN·t, and, if hP will not accept it, we can 
onlv sav that lw is not bona fide. \Ye 
ha,:,. ot;lv to rPad the criticisnlB levelled 

· at the Bill by newspapers in all 
[11 Jl.lll.] quarters. \Ve find it criticised at 

Charleville; we find it eriticised 
in the l'rc>mier's own paper in Rockhamp­
tun: "·e find it criticised in this \\·epk's is;me 
of tlw Snln<'v " Bulletin." If I read what 
the "Bulletii1" has to say on the subject, 
thp Pn•mier will perhaps realise the opinions 
lwl.l iu the South with regard to this piece 
of lt>gislation-

.. It is a million pities that Ryan 
rlidn't. get hold of 'l'asmania or Victoria 
instead of Queensland as a field for his 
"<'hool-kid expPriments in political 
t·cononjy. ThP idea of making all pm­
ployc>rs snbjPct. without any further 
rdt·rence to l'arliamcnt, tu unlimited 
T:n:ation and uulimitcd liabilities for the 

Jfr. Vowles.] 



Unemployed Workers Bill. [COrXCIL.] 

"upport of the urwmployed, and that in 
a State where unemployment IS now far 
above the average. may not damage Aus­
tralian industry as a whole, but if the 
:<cheme becomes law removable industrie;; 
will tend to shift out of Queensland, ar><:! 
will simply send their goods there free 
-of duty. They will have to move be­
cause no one will finance an industry 
with unknown and unlimited liabilities 
hanging on to it. And if Queensland 
,uffers by a shifting of population, there 
will be a loud bellow that the white 
man is quitting th" X orth, because he 
can't live there. and that the world's 
"ne attempt at ·growing a purely white 
race in the tropics has failed. No power 
on earth will ke>Pp thP colouroo people 
out of the :;-.,-orth if that attempt fails. 
1f H' an and company would 'hollf'r · in 
the tiouth and drive money and popula­
tion .::-;-orth they would do crood service. 
By doing the dancing dervish act in the 
Xorth and driving thPm South, thev are 
playing the game of Black Australi'a." 

The Sl'EAKEH: Order! I haw allow•'<i 
the hon. gentleman to rood that quotation, 
but I r0mind him that he has alreadv 
spoken to the original motion, and he nmet 
110w confiue himself to the amendment. 

GOYERXMEXT MEMBERS : Stonewalling 1 

1Ir. VOWLES : I desire to givl' reason> 
-why the l'remier should take the amendment 
int-o consideration. I have no wish to stone­
wall, but only to explain our position on 
this side of the House. When vou find a 
Lauotu· org<tnisation like the one' big union 
critici,ing the Bill and showing it>' 
ahsur<litv; when the Premier's own news­
paper i~ Rockhampton does the same thing: 
when a -democratic paper like the Sydney 
'· HullPtin " tak(1 S un thC> f'anw attitude. ir 
strengthPns us in our requpst that the Bill 
should be withdrawn and that a measure 
dooling with insurance against unemplov­
mem should be introduced in its place. 'I 
-<"an give the Government an equitable 
sr!H·mp straight away, free of cost. ·when 
tiw Bill is going through Committee it is 
m,· intention to move amendments on the 
line> I suggest. I should like to know 
whether it is intended to go into Committee 
to-night. because, if that is the intention, 
thl' Bill is Iikelv to take some time in 
gptting through. I han' a number of amend­
nH'IITs in the GovernmPnt Printer's hands. 
and th<>v will not be circulatPd until Mon­
<.la v: 80. I would IikP to know "·lwthcr we 
.q}rP going into Co1nn1ittee. 

Question stated. 
1Ir. M ORGAN: 'I'hP {]cputy l<'ader of the 

·Opprn;ition has askNl th" Premier whether 
it i< his intention to go into CommitteP to­
night. or whether he is going to adjourn 
-w]H•n the amendment has been dispo~ed of. 
and I tuink .he is entitlPd to a reply. 

Tlw PRE)fiER: \Ye ,,-ill f'Omplete thi' 
stage to-nig·ht and take the Bill in Com­
mittPf' nn Tuesday. 

AnH'rHimPnt (Jlr. Rnl;rrts's) put an{] 
lll)g-ati-n•<l. 

(.)LH"'tion---That thP Bill be now read a 
SC'cond tinw~put anct pa""''l. 

'ThP consid<>ration of thP Bill in Committee 
wa' made an Order of tho Day for Tuesday 
1.H'.XJ. 

The How;c adjGm·ned at tPn minutes past 
11 o'c-lock p.m. 

[Jfr. Vowles. 

Q1wstions. 




