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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, 

TUESDAY, 9 SEPTE:YIBER, 1919. 

The PRESIDEXT (Hon. W. Hamilton) took 
the chair at half-past 3 o'clock p.m. 

~HNISTERIAL STATEMENT. 
CHANGES IN CABINET. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
A. J. Jones): I have to announce that to· 
day the following changes in the personnel 
of the Cabinet of this State have taken place. 
The resignatim'S of the• Hon. \Villiam Lennon, 
Horbert Frcemont IIardacrc, as Secretary 
for Agriculture and Stock, and Secretary for 
Public Instruction. re-spectively, and as mem
bcn of the Executive Council, and the resig

. La.tion of the Hon. J oh!' H uxham as Home 
Secretar:c. have been accepted by His 
Excellen,.,. the Governor; and that His 
Excellency has appointed the Hon. John 
Huxham, Hon. William Ntal Gillies, and 
I-Ion. iVilliam ).leCormack to be Secret.:Lry 
for Public Imtruction. Secretan· for )~.gri
culture and Stock, and Home Secretary 
r<>srwctively; and the• Hon. \Villiam 
J\1cCorm ack and the Hon. J amcs Lai·combe 
to be memb rs of tlw Exc,outivP Council. 
I lay on the table of tl House a cop;>· of 
the .. Gov-ernment Ga~e:tC'" (Extraordinrtry) 
issued to-day, and containing the notific a
tion of these changes. 

P.\PER. 

The following pape1: wa-: laid on the table, 
and ordered to be pnnt~d :-

Report of the Chief Inspector of 
:Vlachinery and Scaffolding for the 
year ended 30th June, 1919. 

QUESTIOK. 

PRINTING OF PETITION RE FISH SuPPLY AcT. 

HoN. E. W. H. FO\VLES: On Wednes
day last the Council decided that a petition 
which was presented to this House should be 
printed. I would like to ask whether that 
has been done, a.nd, if so, why it has not 
been cir·culatcd with the ordinary papers? 

The PRESIDENT: The Clerk informs me 
th;-t the petition vvas s,mt to the Gov-ern
ment Printin,· Office, but ha~ not yet been 
rdurned. It \Yill have to take its chanc •J 
tl.cre the same a, other papers; but it may 
be expected a.ny day. 

PER"-0::\AL EXPLANATIONS. 

Hox. R. BEDFORD: I desire to makP a 
personal explanation. 

The Pl'l,ESIDE:--JT: Is it the wish of the 
Council that the hon. gentleman be allowed 
to make a p<~rsonal explanation? 

HoNOURABLE ::VIEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: Forty,-eight hours 
after seconding the Address in Reply, my 
arrangemenb\ having already been made to 
proceed North, and my movements being 
governed, as may W<'ll be imagined, by the 
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fact of shipping complicationo, I left Bris, 
bane for the North; and I read that a few 
days later the Hon. Mr. Fowles, when speak
ing on some question, spoke of the ordinary 
traditions requiring the presence of the mover 
and seconder of the Addreo,s in Reply, and 
commented on the fact that I was not present . 
when the .\ddress in Reply was presented 
to His Excellency. The hon. member said 
that I had been guilty of a discourtesy to 
the Governor. I think I made it clear at 
the beginning of my speech that. having all 
personal respect for the Governor as a man, 
it did not preclude me from being in favour 
of the abolition of the office of the Governor. 

The PRESIDEJ'\T: Order! The hon. 
gentleman cannot make a speech. He can 
make a personal explanation without going 
into very lengthy details. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: There was no dc,ire 
on my part to show discourtesy to any man, 
and the on!~· di--cDurtesy was ehown by the 
HDn. Mr. Fowles, who raised the qUP"tion 
for purely political purposes. 

The PRESIDEKT: Order! Ord<n·! 
Hon. E. \V. H. FOWLES: You know that is 

not true. 

Ho~. R. BEDFORD: You do not know 
thP truth when vou hear it. I also have to 
make a p• rsonai explanation with reference 
to a statu.L ni made bY the Hon. Mr. Leah.v, 
to the effect that it '~"s far mDl'e probable 
I had rrone to the :;\forth to make a strike 
rather than end one. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: \Vasn't that true? 

Ho~. R. BEDFORD: I am neither a strike
maker nor a strike-breaker. If I were, I 
would come right out into the- Dpen, and 
not do as the hon. gentleman does, seeing 
he was a secret anti-conscriptionist, but was 
afraid to come out into the open. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Order! The 
hon. geHtlctnan, in n1aking a personal 
cxpla:nnion, lnust confonn to th(' rulc"3 of 
tho Hou,e. 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: I would ask permis
sion to make a very brief explanation. 
(Laughter.) I wish to refer to what the Hon. 
Mr. Bedford has just said. 

The PRESIDE :\iT: The hon. gentleman 
will have to gd permi:·,ion frotn the Coun
('il to n1akP a personal Pxplanation. Is it 
the wish of the Council that the hon. 
gentleman be allowed to make a personal 
.explanation? 

HoxouRABLE :'\1E:\IBERS: Hear, hHar! 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: All I wish to say is 
that the remark I made was merely by way 
of interjection. I did not think the hon. 
gentleman would take it seriously; if he has 
no sense of hurrlDur, I cannot help him. 

Hon. E. \Y. H. FowLES: I have nothing 
io explain. (Laughter.) 

THE FISH SUPPLY ACT. 

MOTION TO GRANT PRAYER OF PETITION
RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

On the Order of the Day being called for 
·,the resumption of the adjourned debate on 
J\1r. Fmvles's motion-

" 1. That the prayer of the petition 
from the represl•ntativu of the fish 

industry in this State, or so much as may 
be deemed reasonable and just to this 
Council, be granted. 

'• 2. That the regulations relating to the 
fish industry, and promulgated on 16th 
'Mav, 1919, in the ' Queensland Govern
ment Gazette,' No. 175, be amended, and 
in particular that numbers 36, 41, 44, 62, 
74, 75, 78, 96, 97, 98, 105, 106, 107, be 
disallowed by this Council. 

" 3. That independent inspection of fish 
be arranged, and that other convenient 
markets be provided to which suppliers 
could send their fish, if they so desired, 
and have them inspected without loss of 
time or detriment to the public," 

HoN. T. L. JO:'\ES said: I rise to oppose 
the motion, and in doing so I wish to chal
lenge the bDna fides of the petitioner, and 
of the petition, and will seek to prove that 
the object of the motion is not to remove 
alleged grievances or to remedy conditions 
which are said to be unsatisfactory-but 
which, I submit, have not been proved to be 
so-but actually to seek to destroy and under
mine the whole of the State enterprise which, 
if carried on for a mfficient length of time 
to enable it to be put into proper working 
order, will unquestionably effect the object 
for which it was established-first of all, the 
prm·ision of a rogular supply of fish to the 
consuming public of Queensland, and at the 
same time to ensure to the producers, the 
fishermen already in the industry, a fair re
turn for their labour. I a'~k, in the first 
place, that con··ideration be given to the regu
lations which are sought to be dcstrDyed by 
paragraph (2) of the motion. 'Taking these 
in their order, Regulation 36 provides for a 
scale of market dues and charges, which it 
is alleged are very heavy and a burden upon 
the producer, and have ].,d to an increase in 
the cost. of fish to the consumer. That I will 
deal with a little later on. Regulation 41 
refers to the place of inspection of the .fish. 
It read,,-

" The Metropolitan Fish Market is 
hereby appointed as the place for the 
inspection of all fish brought into the 
metropolitan fish supply district." · 

If the motion is carried, that regulatiDn will 
be disallowed. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FowLES : And an ·amended 
regulation put in its place. 

Ho~. T. L. JONES: T'he hon. member 
has no power to put another regulation in 
its place. He is simply seeking to destroy 
th< re"ulation. and. incidentally, to destroy 
th,_· whole of the Government enterprise. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: Not at all; we 
are giving them a week to frame amended 
regulations. 

Ho~. T. L. JONES: I took the oppor
tunity of going over the propaganda the 
hon. gentleman h"as carried on and the 
sp~ech he delivered last week, and it seems 
to me that that '" his object-not the motive 
he alleged when submitting the motion to 
the House. If regulation 44 is annull.,d, 
that will destroy the whole scale of fees in 
connection with th~ inspection of fish. The 
annulment of rPgulation 62 will ,d, stroy the 
power of the board tD license hawkers and 
itinerant vendors of fish. That is the most 
dangerous proposal in the motion. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: No; the Govern
ment will amend that regulation in thE) way 
we desire. 

Hon. T. L. Jones.] 
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HoN. T. L. JONES: In the speech of 
the hon. gentleman he did not suggest any 
amendment of the regulation. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES : I am not the 
Governm~nt yet. 

HoN. T. L. JONES: If the hon. gentle
man seeks to destroy something, surely it 
is his duty to suggest what he proposes to 
put in its place, otherwise he cannot expect 
this Chamber to accept his advic~. If the 
hon. member seeks to annul a regulation 
we are justified in saying that he seeks to 
destroy that regulation, and, as I say, ulti
mately to destroy the enterprise. The hon. 
member desires you to pass a motion which 
will remove from the Government the power 
of controlling this industry-the power to 
register hawkers and itinerant vendors, and 
to grant permits. 

Hon. E. IV. H. FoWLES: We are not here 
to do that. 

HoN. T. L. JONES: You are here to 
dest1·oy. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: No, we are here 
to disallow, and the Government can issub 
amend~d regulations. 

HoN. T. L. JONES: I think the hon. 
gentleman's motion will not be carried. I 
have dealt with Regulation 62, which deals 
with the licensing of hawkers and the con
trol of those who have the distribution of 
fish. It is patent to anyone that such a 
power is absolutely noc.e•<sary-that there 
must be control over the hawkers. If the 
system of licensing were abandoned, prac
tically free trade in the distribution of fish 
would be allowed, and the distribution of 
fish would not be carried out in a satisfac
tory and decent manner. Regulation 74 pro
vi des for the licensing of fish vendors. This 
regulation also the hon. gentleman proposes 
to annul, and he does not suggest anything 
to take itD place. I have carefully read 
th<> spetch delivered by the hon. gentleman, 
and I can say that he did not suggest any
thing which might be put in the place of that 
regulation. Regulations 62 74, and 75 deal 
with fishmongers and fish ~enders, and pro
vide for the i::sue of permits to such persons. 
The Hon. Mr. Fowles would destroy the 
valuable power which those regulations give 
to t·he Government. 

Hon. B. FAHEY: Will the hon. gentleman 
be good enough to read those regulations? 

HoN. T. L. JONES : Which one? 
Hon. B. FAHEY: Th'l one the hon. gentle

man sa0 ~ will dc,troy the enterprise. 

Ho~. T. L. JONES: Regulation 62 is 
headed, " Hawkers and itinerant vendors 
of fish to obtain-( a) registration; (b) per
mit," and the regulation itself reads as 
follows:-

" Every person who intends to carry 
on within a district th<;l trade, business, 
or occupation of hawking and itinerant 
Yending of fish shall first obtain from 
the Commissioner, or the manager in
Bpector, officer in charge, or other 'duly 
authorised officer-

(a) Registration as a hawker or 
itinerant vendor of fic,h; 

(b) A permit so to do upon 'lach and 
every occasion of such hawking or 
itinerant vending. 
" The Commissioner may r<;)fuse to 

grant such registration and permit with
out assigning any reason." 

[Hon. T. L. Jones. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: Ye,, "Without 
assigning any reason." 

HoN. T. L. JONES: If the hon. gentle
man objects to the last two lin(ls, why does 
he propose to annul the whole regulation? 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES : You cannot 
annul part of a regulation. 

HoN. T. L. JONES: The hon. gentleman 
a;so propose'-' to annul other regulations 
dealing with the same thing. I do not know 
whether the Hon. Mr. Fah<Jy desires me to 
read Regulation 74, which is a somewhat 
lengthy one. Regulation 75 ,is head_ed, 
" Fishmonger's and fish vendors premrses 
and equipment may be inspected." The 
regulation reads thus-

" The manager or any officer autho
rised by him shall have power to enter 
the premises of any fishmonger or fish 
vendor within the district at all times 
during which such fishmonger or fish 
,-end or is open for the sale of fish I c 
inspect any fish therein. and eo ex 1mrne 
all places vessels, receptacles, or utensils 
used for ;toring, keeping, or holding fish. 
The manager or such other officer may 
stop and inspect any barrow, cart, or 
other vehicle,· container, or conveyance 
used by any fishmonger or fish vendor. 
and the driver or pcrwn in charge of 
anv such cart, barrow, or other vehicle, 
container, or conveyance shall stop the 
same when so required by the manager 
or such officer, and shall permit inspec
tion to be made thereof ,and of any fish, 
therein." 

The Hon. Mr. Fowles cannot say that it is 
only the last line of that regulation that he 
object.s to. He proposes to annul the whole 
of the regulation, which would remove from 
the Government the power of doing what 
that provision authorises them to do. It is 
a most nec0Y>.sary power. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: Fish are inspected 
now under the Health Act, the Factories and' 
Shops Act, and the Pure Foods Act. 

HoN. T. L. JONES: I have read what the 
hon, gentleman suggested with regard to 
inspection. But I woul·d remin,d him that 
under the Dairy Produce Act dairy inspectors 
have to exercise the same po\;er of inspection. 
Fish is a, commoditv which r<'quircs sp,cial 
inspection; it quick!~, deteriorate•', nnd it 
should be kept under special conditio•"· Y <el 
the hen. genth~n1an f'ingll:.:> out that provision. 
J.nd giYt-:5 as a reason for dlsallo1.v:ng it that 
the instwction of fish is already pro,·icLd for. 

Hon. E. \V. 11. FOWLER: How many 
insp.ector~ do you want? 

Ho~. T. L. JONES: We want as many 
inspectors as are necessary to secure the 
keeping and distribution of fish in a sound 
condition, and just as the hon. gentleman is 
in favour of having special inspectors in 
connection with dairy produce, I think it 
is nccossarv to hav~c special inspectors '"~ith 
regard to fish. No one adYocated more etrongl:,, 
than the hon. gentleman that there should be 
special inspectors of butter for the purpose 
of seeing that only the highest grade of 
butter reached the consumer. There is 'a 
direct parallel between the two commodities, 
and the hon. gentleman is not consistent 
when he makes th<' ohjcction with regard 
to regulation 75 that inspection is aJr,eady 
provided for. Regulation 78 ••ays-

" Any holder of a license under thie. 
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Act who is convicted of an offence under 
thP~e regulations shall be liable, at the 
diocretion of the Commissioner, to have 
his license cancelled, in addition to any 
other punishment that may be inflicted 
upon him." 

The power given there is very great, and 
the punishment may be severe, but it does 
not follow that the Commissioner will inflict 
additional punishment for the commission of 
a first offence. But the hon. gentleman is 
seeking to eliminate from the regulations 
the power of the Commissioner to control 
the licensees and distributors of fish. As I 
have already said, the existence of that regu
·]ation does not mean that the Commissioner 
will necessarily exercise the power on the 
commission of a first offence by an individual. 
\'le know quite well that there will be 
warnings by the inspector, probably several 
warnings, but if a man conducts this very 
difficult business in a careless manner, so 
a'· to be a menace to the public, I think the 
poM 81' to inflict further punishment on the 
licensee is not too great. It appears to me 
that the mover of the motion singled out as 
many of the regulations as he could for 
annulment. If he had shown that genuine 
grievances exist, I couJ.d understand his 
te1,king action and seeking a remedy for those 
grievances, but he has gone a great deal 
too far in proposing to annul regulations 
which are necessary for the proper inspec
tion and distribution of fish. The next regu
lation the hon. gentleman seeks to annul is 
regulation 96, headed, "Prawns, crawfish, 
and crabs, to be brought to the market for 
inspedion." The hon. gentleman in his 
special pleading did not even quote correctly, 
as I shall show presently. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : He never does. 
Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Doesn't he sometimes 

do it? 

HoN. T. L. JO;'\ES: I am not allowed to 
q note the exact words ueed bv the hon. 
gentleman in the debate on this motion. The 
hon. gentleman certainly read the heading 
oi the regulat-ion, but he did not read the 
regulation itBelf. The object of the regula
tion is to emure the proper cooking of 
rrav.ns, and to prevent them being kept 
for a few days and then sold to the public 
to the probable injury of the health of th~ 
people and po,sibly loss of life through 
ptomaine poisoning. Whether the hon. 
gentleman knows the object of the regulation 
or not I do not kncv;, but he has rushed in 
with a motion to destrov that nartit nlar 
H'<wlation. Possibly h0 !{as a<"c0d hastih-; 
perhaps upon being asked to move the 
anulment of that partienlar dause h. ha., 
dorw it without r~ealising tht> Tl'al reason of 
thl' person who wishes it to he done. The 
nal obje0t of the regulation is perfc•ctly 
pLm and clear. and I am thorough]~· 
atlsfic,d that an~· member of this Council will 

the ne< essity ior it. 
Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Who is the 

taker of prawns? 

HoN. T. L. JONES: The man who goes 
out with the net and catches them. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: That does not 
say so. 

HoN. T. L. JONES: I do not know 
whPther it is necessary to define that. I 
think everyone knows it. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Is he to be the 
vendor? 

HoN. T. L. JONES: It is a common 
phrase among fisherman-the taking of fish. 
You read in the fishing reports that a man 
took eo many fish with certain bait, and the 
taker of pTawns is the· man who goes out 
with a net and takes them-the prawn-fisher. 

II01;, A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Does this apply 
to cv-rr:;bo-dy, whether a seller or not? 

HoN. T. L. JONES: Certainly, the vendor. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: \Vhere does it 
say '·J? You state that it iR the catcher 
that io concerned. 

HoN. T. L. JONES: Certainly, the taker 
eh all send the ·n for inspection to the fish 
,,,Jrket-the taker himself-before they. are 
offered for wlo in a cooked state. The Idea 

i- to make the man who catches 
[4 p.m.] them cook them rather than 

allow him to sell them to another 
party who may cook them. They must ~e 
cooked when producBd at the marb·t. and If 
thcv are then unsound they are c_ondo:nned. 
If 'the regulation is anuulled. It Will b<l 
po~sibl e for such prawns to be taken for 
incpeC'tion wh<'n uncooked-under the Act 
thp·.- havP to be inspcde·d because they are 
included in the general definition of fish
and then to be carelessly handled or neglected 
for several davs, and then cooked or vended 
to the public.· The reason for the clause is 
quite evident, and I strongly obJect to Its 
being annulled. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FoWLES: Read the second 
half. 

HoN. T. L. JONES: 
" Crawfish. crabs, and vnwns intended 

for fishing bait need not be eo prepared 
~before inspe-ction.'' 

Hon. E. \V. H. FOWLES: There is an open 
door for escape. 'I1le regulation is not 
worth tbt> paper it is written on. 

HoN. T. L. JONES: It is quite obvio~s 
that. if prawns are for bait, they will 
be . pr<'pared for tha! purp?se: , Wh(Jn the 
Act savs that a cprtam ad IS Il1egal It pro
v;dc·. {m' an insp0dor who will be there to 
t~st the vendor and see that the law is 
carried out. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FowLES: How can you 
catch him under regulation 96? 

HoN. T. L. JONES: You catch him under 
rqwlation 97, plainly. 

lion. E. W. B. FOWLES: He an say that it 
is not intended for bait, and that ends it. 

IIoN. T. L. JONES: Not at all. In order 
that c Ferv fl:Jh vendor might protect him
sc•H he would haw to prepare it so that it 
would be obc ioush· for bait. I understand 
that p.-awr\S for bait are generally mixed 
'·ith sawdust. It is not necessary to annul 
that regulation to make it more secure. If 
the hon. membe1· thinks something should 
follow, so that the prawns or crawfish can 
be idcntifiPrl as bait, I am quite certain it 
could be done, and am quite certain that if 
the department found that their regulations 
wep ineffective in that respect they would 
make a new regulation; but the fact that 
t!J, v ha Ye not done so, and the consideration 
tha't it is they who are chiefly concerned 
with the effectiveness of these regulations, 
shov,, that they have ample power to prevent 

Hon. T. L. Jones.] 
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pl'awns and cra1vfish fron1 beinq- :~old in an 
uncooked state except for bait. Then, why 
annul regulation 98 ?-

,, The charge,; payabl,e in connection 
with the receiving and inspection of 
prawns, crawfish, and crabs shall be pre· 
C·(:ribed in schedules A and B referred to 
in reg'ulations Nos. 36 and 44 of these 
Tegulations ?'' 

It propose,; to cut ont the charges f~r 
rcceivin~: anJ inspection. The n1ove 1:; 
obvious-that there shall bo no inspection of 
pra\Y!lS. f'l'R\Yfi··h, and crab<i whatevt-~T. 

Hon. E. W. H. FoWLES: :'\rot at all. The 
petition is ;,gainst exorbitant charges. 

HoN. T. L. JOJ';'ES: The motion moves 
to '"li1ninah-. all charges entirely. It is pro
posed to eliminate also clauses 105, 106, and 
'107, de .ling with the returns. Those returns 
are quit<e necessary in order to keep a check 
on the sale of fish except through the sale 
of the market. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: But they need to· 
be ameHlcd. 

HoN. T. L .• JO:'\ES: In order to prevent 
]H'l'Son. dealing in fhh sub rosa and traffick
ing with buyE•rs without the fish going to the 
n;arket. it becomes obligatory on the receiver 
of those fish to make a return, and if he 
fails he is liable under the regulations as 

-for a breach of the Act. It is most nece-,sary 
to haY<' tho30 returns, and why they >hould be 
eliminated I < 1nnot nnder,_tan.G. Under 
rnanv AC'ts .suC'h returns are ncc;-'s"'an,~. Under 
the 'D::tir,v Produce Act v·hich we 'have just 
pasecd, quite a nun;ber of returns and forms 
h., V<' to be filled in-necessary to the good , 
working of the Act and the conduct of the 
industr;.·. The elimination of these clauses 
would tend to make the operation of the 
po Ter of the board ineffective. It would 
all mY I cakagcs, and gradually the control 
would drift until portion of the fish con
sumed by the people in the districts under 
the Act 'vould very likely reach them without 
being inspectEd. We might as well then drift 
back to the old conditions which prevailed 
before any board as appointed. 

Hon. ~- \Y. H. FOWLE:s: You have got 
the 'vror:g ide"1 of disallowance altogether. 

Hox. T. L. JONES: I do not think I have. 
I have quite as good an idea as the hon. 
n_1embN; I realise the meaning of the resolu
tion, 'vlwreas the hon. member seeks to im
pose on the House some other idea altogether. 
Now. the petition itself has some rather 
appealing clauses, but it is a very great ques
tion whether the statements therein a1·e justi
fied. I have read the speech of the · hon. 
the mover. and I do not think he proved the 
al!egatwn m paragraph 9 of the petition 
\vhich says- · ' 

•· :'\otwithstanding the provisions of the 
Act. only one fish market has been estab
lished in the whole of the metropolitan 
fi "h supplv district, and as a result the 
fishing industry is greviously hampered." 

I do not think that the statement that the 
fishing inductry is greviously hamper<Od is 
corre"-'L Th? hon. member did not produce 
ev1dence of 1t. The fish market is at a cen
tral place, and inspection now is also estab
lished at \Y;;nnum. An hon. member asked 
that inspection should be established at all 
the pointe where fish are caught. That is 
sc.1rcely feasible. They are caught at centres 
111 very i-mall quantities, and it would be im
possible to have inspectors at all those places. 

[Hon. T. L. Jones. 

At quite a number of places there are men 
who engage in fishing in a desultory way. 
They farm sometimes, and they sometimes 
do a bit of fishing. There are men at South
port who run pleasure boats and sometimes 
do ~ little fishing, but they are not debarred, 
as 1t was sought to lead the Council to be· 
lieve, from selling their fish in the local 
centres. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: Without inspec· 
tion? 

Hoc;. T. L. JOKES: Yes, without inspec
tion in the local centres. K aturally they 
would be sold when they were quite fresh. 
'l'he hon. member seems under the impres· 
sion tha.t fish are brought from Tewantin· 
to Brisbane and inspected and sent back 
again, and that the same thing applies to 
Southport, \Vynnum, and other centres. 
That is not correct. Fishermen are per· 
mitted to sell just at the place where the fish 
are caught. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLF:s: Without any 
inspection? 

HoN. T. L. JONES: \Vithout inspection. 
\Vhat necee >ity is there for inspection? The 
hon. gentleman seeks to wipe out the insper· 
tion by annulling the regulations, but he is 
simply horrified at the idea that a fisher
man at Southport should be allowed to sell 
his fi·>h straight off his boat without inspec· 
tion. I do not say but that in th(l course 
of time impection may · not be necessary 
in these growing centres, when thP industry 
h•!Comes a large one and the distribution 
is done by second partiu; but at the pre,ent 
time the !ish is sold in thos<' districts 
g.~neraily by the fishermrn the1nselvcs, ,,,ho 
just sell off their boats. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FowLES: Have you read 
section 9 of the Act? 

Ilox. T. L. JONES: Ye·,, 
lion. K \V. H. FowLEH: Then your case 

is wor'''" than I thought it was. 
lioN. T. L. JONI~S: Continuing with the 

petition, the statem, nt is made-
,, The supply is restricted, sound fish 

are rendered unwholesome bv needless 
and expensive delays, theni; are no 
auction sa.!es whatever allowed, condi
tions arc in exjstcnce 'vhich are unsatis
factory both to the buying public and 
to the suppliPrs of fish, and the benefi
<'ial objects of the Act 'are defeated 
in·toad of being realised." 

I would ask the Council. in considerinQ; that 
paragraph, to havt• some regard to the con
ditions that preva.iled before the board was 
establi:·:hed, and before the fish indtl'try was 
put under it. pre· ent control, r<'ferring 
particularly to the statenHmt that, the con
d~tions are unsatisfactory to the suppliers 
of fish. The board was established, and it 
consist• of t·so representatives of the fisher· 
rnen, two Governrnent appointees, and an 
independent chairman. The board decided 
to establioh the principle of collective bargain
ing, and a price was agreed upon by the 
fishernwn's representa.tivcs, 'vho YYere mern
bers of the Fishermen's Association. That 
price was agreed upon by 'them as a result 
of di_,cussion and bargaining. They s.1id. 
"\Ve ,vi!! sell all our catch at the price 
fixed." and the board undertook to take all 
their catch. That was the first time on 
ncord that the fishermen had ever been 
a:' m red of a steady price and of an assured 
market. Never before in the history of the 
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fish industry in Queensland ha.d the fisher
men any assura.nce that they would get a 
decent retu;n, or that they would get a 
sale for thmr fish, and that a large portion 
of it would not have to be destroyed. The 
system in existen~e prior to the board's 
taking control of the operations was that 
the taker of the fis·h sent his fish to the 
board and it was subn,itted to auction. He 
put upon ~t a reserve price, which repre
sented to h•.m a return fer his labcur. That 
was the price he c.cught to re3lise fer it; but 
he had no a-surance whatever that he was 
go!ng to gnt tha! price. Frequently the 
prrce wa_s not. reaJ>sed. If fish hPppened to 
be plentiful, rt was net the busirwss of the 
fish dealers to take that fish. They pleased 
themselves whether thev bought it or not. 
Their object was to main a profit fro'Yl the 
sale of the fish, not prirrarilv to provide the 
people of the metropolis and. the other towns 
with a plentiful supplv of fish at a reason
able price. It was tb€m that thE> condition· 
wer·e unsatisfactory for the fichermcn and it 
was then that the conditions were 'unsatis
factory for the people cf Brisbane and other 
towns. It was bdore the Government took 
action that the conditions complaired of in 
paragraph (9) prevailed. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FowLES: And this House 
held an inqPir.'"· 

Ho}!. T. L. JO="ES: I know quite well 
what h~ppcned. The hon. gentleman is 
now trymg to urdo what was done as a 
result of that inquiry. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: Not at all. 

HoN. T. L. JOXES: The conditions before 
that were siwply disgraceful so far as the 
fishermen's interests were concerned. I need 
only refer to the statements of such an 
authority as }fr. Thcma.- vVelsby, who wrote 
on the quescron of the frsh supply iD July, 
1917. He then dcpietc d the trials of the 
fishermen and the wiser a blB wage that they 
w'!re able to earn from their calling. He 
Bald-

" It may be asked : \Vhv do men 
~ngagc in this trade. sc<>"g that so little 
lS .made by them'! ·1'he question is 
easrly al]swercd. Many now enge ged in 
the trade are the sorB or relations of old 
fishermen, ard hwc loa rnt their fishing 
knowledge frcm earl; infanov. But the 
chief charm, if I may call" their hard 
work a cherm, is the freedom of the 
living, the open air, liberty, ard, in 
many cases. tl:re love of the waters. The 
wages earr•ed by them aftc>r all costs, 
such as motor launch f::>r towirg carry
!ng, and delivering. purposes (th~ motor 
rs not l~"ed for castmg tho net), building 
the fishrng boat, the purohose a.nd repair 
of nets, the high cost of benzine etc. 
all leave but little margin for the 'living 
e'l:penees necessary for alL I can 
honestly say that Ycry few fi ·h · rmen 
indeed cf tl>ose licenced in Brirbane 
make more than Ss. a day, or say £2 
10s .. a .. we;ck, the whde year round. 
Therr lrfo 1s a hard one in every r:>spect. 
for suwmer ard winter alike, when a 
cast has to be m a do, they are up to their 
waists in water continually. Their ·nets 
are from 180 ~-ards to 200 yards in 
length, aDd it needs a big hca•:t as well 
as n strong arm t:> pull these nets 
aboard. Ask them how after the fish 
are mi~sed, and you would be astonished 

at the answer, yet the net has to be 
lra.uled all the same, and has to be laid 
in the boat in proper manner, ready for 
another cast." . 

He goes ,o~ to say what he knew. from his 
c>xprrt lmowlul ~e, of the trials of the fisher
IPf'n·-

" Fishermen pay 10s. a vear license 
fee for themselves, a11d £1 per year for 
their boats. These charges may not 
a.ppear excescive, but the cost' as pre
,·iou~ly explained, re boats, ~ets, and 
ber>zmo, are annually very heavy. Nets 
arc repeatedly torn beyond recognition 
by sharks, cut shells, etc." 

He goes on to speak of the necessitv of 
''!od:rn equipment, and of the utter impos
srbrhty of t~ese men being able, from their 
meagre earnmgs, to get the neces,ary capital 
for th~ purchase of proper equipment, and 
he pomts out at the same time that the 
public were paying an <)XCessively high price 
for fish. He speaks of a catch of 7 tons 
and he says- · ' 

"The 7 tons was for a week's 'atch and 
tlH) rp~,ult in hard-carne.d \vag('S \Yorl~s out 
at a farthing am! a third of a farthing 
per pound of fish." 

At present there is paid to the fisherman 
1 4 I Sd. per lb. for the fish; cases are sup
plred to them; they simply put the fish on 
the railway with a certainty of a market. 
It is all sold at that pr;oc. however much 
they catch. When it is tak"n to the rail
way station, the cases are sent down by the 
department and they fi 11 the fish into the 
casfls, or they do it at the waterside, and 
the fish are taken away; and ,ultimately 
they reeei ve their certain return of 1 41 Sd. 
per lb. for black bream, 2 7 llOd. per lb. 
for tailer, 3d. per lb. for bream, and 4 liSd. 
per lb. for whiting. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD : Wet weight. 

HoN. T. L. JONES: I beli<)ve, as the 
Hon. Mr. Bedford says, that those prices 
~re paid wet weight, the fish ungutted. That 
r~ the retnrn they get. And I ask the Coun
crl. to observe that they not only get those 
prices, but they get them for all they can 
catch. Compare those returns with the con
ditions which prevailed. for the fishermen 
before the State EJnterprise was started. 
I have dealt, I think, fairly conclusively 
with the claim in paragraph (9) that 
the conditions are not sati•factory to the 
suppliers. I believe that Mr. Welsby not 
long ago made thq statement that the work 
of the board "as worthy of a monument 
being erected in Moreton Bay by the fisher
men with the view of recording the advan
tages which have accrued to them as a 
re,ult of th.; operations of the board. A 
paragraph appeared in the " Courier " this 
morning, which is very misleading, as other 
statem<mts in regard to the same subject 
are misleading. The prices paid to the 
fisherm~n for fish are those which I quoted 
JUst now. Those are th' prices for fish in 
the groes and on the rails. The " Courier" 
takes those prices as the prices paid to 
the fishermen, and compares with them th'l 
prices charged to the public. For example 
the price paid to the fishermen for brea~ 
is 3d. per lb., and the charge to the public 
is S~d. per lb. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: 2~d. p<)r lb. 
adva11ee. 

Hon. T. L. Jones.] 
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HoN. T. L. JONES: Yes; the suggestion 
is that the Government make a profit of 
2H. per lb. It is not stated in that para
graph that the price paid by the public 
is for cleaned fish. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Look at the 
price of whiting. 

HoN. T. L. JONES: I have seen the 
figures, bnt I would point out to hon. gentle
men that the price paid by the GovernmE)nt 
is for fish in the gross at the railway station, 
while the price paid by the public is for 
cleaned fish. The suggestion in this para
graph, and in the arguments of hon. gentie
men opposite, i' that the cost of that fish 
was 3d. per lb. and that the sale price 
was 5~d. per lb., and that there '' 4'• a net 
profit of 2~d. per lb. to the Government. 
If the persons who make that suggestion 
were fair, they would r<;cognise that in the 
one case the price is for fish in the gross, and 
that in the other case the price is for cleaned 
fish which has undergone a complete inspec
tion and has run' thP. market risks. The 
Government ·have to take all the fish that is 
brought to them by fishermen working 
under the agreement, and that obligation 
makes the cost fairly heavy. This is 
particularly worthy of consideration, as the 
undertaking is practically only in a pre
liminary stage. I do not think that any 
reasonable man could expect for a moment 
that an E)nterprise of this magnitude should 
pav on a narrow margin of profit after 
ha:;.ing been only one year in operation. 
The suggestion that it should is absurd. Yet 
this propaganda is continually going on 
with a Yiew to discredit this State entur
prise. I venture to express the opinion that 
anxiety for the fishermen, or anxiety for the 
consumer of tho fish, is not the cause of this 
propaganda, but that the reason for it must 
be found in antagonism to State <>nterprise. 
That seem, to be the object of the propa
ganda, and the obje<;t of this resolution 
which sPeks to annul certain of the regula
tions. I shall quote some figures which 
have been supplied by Mr. Gilmour of the 
departn1l.1t. Those figurPs show the 1.:n·iee::;. 
paid for fi€h, the cost of handling and mar
kding, and finish up by showing a very 
reasonable profit inde.;d. Take mullet, one 
of the varieties of fish sold at the market. 
The present price per tray of 40 lb. is. 
9s. 6d. To that has to be addQd freight, 
the cost of handling, and marketing, which 
is 25 per cent. on thE) price paid to the 
fishermen. That works out at 3s. 2d. p·;: tray 
of 40 lb. The present wholesale selling 
price per tray of 40 lb. is 12s. 9d. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: Did you say 
25 per cent. ? 

Ho:.;. T. L .. JONES: Yes. 
Hon. E. \V. H. FOWL!:S: Twenty-five por 

<'ent. on 9s. 6d. is not 3s. 2d. ; you are only 
ls. out. 

HoN. T. L .. JO]';"ES: I should s1y 25 per 
cent. of th, srlling price. Against that there 
is to be charged freight. c CLrtage, the cost of 
handling, and the coct of running the market. 
The pres,·nt wholesale price is 12s. Sd. per tray 
of 40 lb. The co:it of cleaning for the shops 
amounts to ls. 'l'he loss in cleaning is 23 per 
cent. The cost price of placing the fish ready 
for sale in the shops is 17s. 9d., and the retail 
sellin<r price is 20s. per tray of 40 lb .. or 6d. 
per ib. The ,hop profit io 2s. 3d. per tray, or 
lll per cent. on the selling price. 

Hon. A. G. C. liAWTHOHN: That is the 
profit they are making in th_· State ohop? 

[Hon. T. L. Jones. 

Hox. T. L. JONES: In the State shop and 
in private shops, if the latter sell at the State 
ehop prices, because they both buy at the 
same price. The State shop is charged for 
the fish the same rate as is charged to private 
shops. 

Hon. T. 0. BEIRNE : Do the Government 
show a Iwt profit on the whole undertaking? 

Hox. T. L. JOC'iES: I am not able to 
answer that question, but I should be very 
much surprised if theJ- were able to show a 
profit after the industr.v had be<>n work
ing for twelve months only, ecpecially in 
view of the fact that such an industry is a. 
fairlv big undertaking, .and must involve a 
very consi-derable expenditure at the ven 
bt>ginning. .. V 

An Ho;:.;ot:RABLE MEMBER: Hasn't money 
been lost on the enterprise? 

Hox. T. L. JOXES: It may be quite true 
that money has been lost on the enterprise, 
but there is profit and profit. Some enter
prises if properly conducted cannot show a 
prufit, and I think that the fish enterprise, 
if properly conducted, will never show a 
profit. W c should bo perfectly satisfied if 
we achieve the rc·,ult of ensuring to the 
fi, .. hermen a ready market and a fair price for 
all the fish theY catch. and see that the fish 
is propcrh distributed broadcast, so that it 
may become a common article of food. It 
is said by some persons that the enterprise 
does not show a profit, as if that were the 
criterion by v. hich to judge an enterprise of 
this character. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: You show a loso; that 
is the trouble. 

Ho:.;. T. L .• JOXES: We are not prepared 
to judge everything by pounds, shillings, and 
pencE'. Per,;onally, I prefer a very different 
definition of " profit." 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: But the prices are 
higher than they were before. 

HON. T. L. JO~ES: The hon. gentleman 
may have an opportunity of proving that. 
The e: "'tement is made in the newspaper this 
morning that the comparative prices show 
that the pric•' of fish is higher now than 
it was before the Government started this 
enterprise. Perhal,d the hon. gentleman will 
rise in his place, and give us ·the evidence 
supporting that contention. We challenge the 
corrnctness of those figures. I notice they 
carefully say th 1t the fish supplied to hotels 
and boarding-houses, and places of that kind 
¥.rh ere large qu .. ;; ntities are taken is deare~ 
than it was previously. But tho'ee are not 
the only people who take fish. In any case, 
they Wd'e alv, ays fairly well provided for 
before, bee a use thev could send down to the 
depot and bu:, fairly large quantities. We 
are looking at it from the standpoint of the 
general public. I know frorn by own per
FOnal experic·nce that fish is cheaper now 
than it was before to the general public. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Where can '>"OU 

buy it cheaper? " 
HoN. T. L. JONES : You can buy it 

cheaper at the State fi,h shop to-day than 
yon could ever buy 1t b0fore the board 
took control of tho difb·ibution of fish. It 

is a n1attrr of com1uon knowled~:;e 
[4:30p.m.] to tho·,e whose families arc onlv 

small, and require onlv a r·wd,; 
rate quantity of fish, that t!wy can get it 
cheaper now. It ic utterlY u•,cles·.· to b::tse 
any aesumption on the figures which are 
quoted in the newspapers, because there is 
no proof in this newspaper, or in the articics 
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which appeared before, that these were the 
-correct pricc!.s. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: You are not. 
refuting it. 

Ho:>. T. L. JO.:'JES: I am casting· great 
<!oubt upon the figures, and I say there is 
no proof of high:,r prices so far as regards 
the general pL•blic is concerned, and the 
supply of fish that they buy. I am 
bringing dir-ect evidencM that the iish is 
•cheaper now than it was· then. I bought 
fish ten or fiftec·n years ago. Yon never 
bought it by the lb. then; you always bought 
it bv the fish, and unles' ,,ou took a scale 
and 'weit;hed it, you did not. know how much 
it wa• ner lb. I know that fi·h "as verv 
d0ar. ft was well known that when fish 
·did not fetch the reserve prices which the 
fishermen put upon it, it was dumped in 
the ri,-er. It was a scandal. I can renwrnber 
paragraphs in the papcr6 at diffPr!'nt times 
Tegarding the fact that fish was destroyed, 
a:.d that was borne out by--

Hon. E. \V. H. FoWLES: 'I'rcad yery rare
fullv. Fish haYe been dumped l::ttely. 

HoN. T. L. JOXES: Ther<> maY be some 
special reason for that. Fish go' bad, but 
they haYe not been duml)('cl at the expense of 
hard-working fishernwn in the bay, who 
formerly used to suff·er by the dumping. I 
do not admit that they have been dumped 
now. 'I'he hon. gentleman says they have, 
but whereas he may quote one dumping, it 
is quite an unusual thing, but in the olden 
times it was quite a common practice. and 
fi,h were dumped or sent hack to the fisher
men at \Vynnum or Southport in order that 
the price might be maintained. The advan
tage of State enterprise comes in here. In 
the one case, und1•r private enterprisP, the 
object in vi·ew was distinctly to make a 
j\)rofit on the fish, and ~'OU could not expect 
~nything else. It is necessary for private 
enterprise to do it. But the main object 
of State enterprise is not to make an £ s. d. 
profit, but to ensure a supply of good fish 
to the consumer and a reasonable price to 
the producer. That, I he!ieYe, has been 
accomplished in the Bntcrprise that is heing 
carried on. There are other kinds of fish 
dealt with in this return. Bn:J,m shows a 
net profit of 10.23 per CPnt. on the selling 
price, whiting 21.66 per cent., tail•'r 13.18 
per cent., and black fish 19.44 per cent. 
'l'hos<c are the shop profits. and the expense 
of running the shop has to be deducted from 
that profit. Those profil-s aro not exces~ive 
at the pr0sent time, at the cost of carrying 
on a 'retail business. 

Hon. E. W. H. FoWLES: I thought you 
said Mr. Badger's profits at 4~ per eent. 
were exces·>ivc, and yDt you ccay 19 per cent. 
is not excessive. 

HoN. T. L. JONES: This is an entircb· 
different thing. I d;d not sav so. as a 
matter of fart. One is an assurr>d profit on 
a public franchise-a monopolc--

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES : This is a State 
monopoly. 

HoN. T. L .. JO::\ES: Not of the same kind. 
The State• shop gets its fish in. The people 
may come and buy it. There is no certainty 
a;sured. In section 9 of the petition it is said 
that "conditions are unsatisfactorv and the 
beneficial objects of the Act are 'being de
feate·d." The figm·es showing the amount of 
fish hardled do not bear out that statement. 
One of the most prolific of the fish, and that 

which is perhaps of the greatest value to 
the people-principally to the working people 
-is the sea mullet, because it comes in in 
large ,;upplies at a time, and the sca,on for 
it· is very certain, and it is a very good 
article of food. It i ,, a seasonal fish. The 
'eason runs from, say, April .to July. 
From April to July in 1917 the amount 
of mullet which passed through the board 
under the auction system, where private 
enterprise operated and bought fish by 
auction, was 729,921 lb. For the same 
period of 1918, mullet was sold to the 
extent of 1,159,837 lb., or an increase of 
50 per cent. in the amount of mullet 
handled. It is pr·etty safe to .. ,ay that that 
increa"e was not because fish were more 
plentiful. The fish come along in shoals 
in the season in about the same quantity. 
Th<;Y may vm-y in particular spots, but, 
takmg the whole coast operated on by the 
fishermen, you may say there is practically 
the same amount of fish aYailable in on<: 
season as another during those particular 
months. If vou find a 50 per cent. increase 
in the fish handled and consumed, it is fairly 
safp to say that it is. the result of the 
impro e-d syotem of handling and marketing. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: You refer to 
auction sales; the petition says that there 
are no auction sales now. 

Ho:s-. T. L. JO::\ES : That is quite true. 
Under the old system of auction sales before 
the fish was dealt with bv the board as it is 
at pr0~ent, there were 726,921 lb. handled, 
and an increase of over 50 per cent. was 
handled owing to the improved conditions 
and the certain price assured to the fisher· 
men during the same months in 1918 under 
the operation of the board. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Hwe you got 
the returns for 1919? 

HoN. T. L. JONES: No, I have not got 
the figures for 1919, but I understand that 
there is an increase. For the period from 
_\.pril to June, when the fishermen were 
working under the agreement with the State, 
and had their price guaranteed and a cer· 
b,in market, they could dispose of all they 
caught. Thtc operations of the board tended 
to increase the amount of fish passing to the 
consumer, and that completely disproves para
graph 9 of the• petition, which declares that 
conditions are in existence which are unsatis
factor'' both to the buying public and to the 
suppliers of fish. An effort is being made 
for rrmntry trade. It should he recognised 
that this is not an enterprise for the benefit 
of the people of Brisbane on!:-. It has onlv 
b'"n in operation a little over twelve 
montk. and it takes time, of cour.•e, to 
<"·i-ablish a svstem of country trade, but for 
the fortnight ending 29th August fish was 
ent to the countr;; to·,·ns in the following 

quantitirs :-Toowoomba. 9.400 lb.; ·warwick. 
4.372 lb.; Dalby, 1,893 lb.; and Roma, 1,720 
lb.; or tota~ of 17,385 lb., making 434: 
tn1ys. I am mformed that the agent at 
\Varwick teloe:raphed down the day after he 
h'ld the consignment. saying that it was a 
hngo suctY•cis, and 'IYrus completely sold out 
in two hours. which shows that som'cthing is 
boing done to cater for the people in the 
country as well as those in the town. I 
nnclorsland that the basis of selling in the 
countr,; is the ''ame as in the towns, so that 
the country people will get the benefit of 
the organisation. time goes on, if the 
bucinn ' inrr"'""" as should-and it will be 
doubled, trebled, and quadrupled-there is no 

Hon. T. L. Jones.] 
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reason why the selling price should not be 
brought down, because we know what an 
effect increased output has upon a manu
facturing enterprise. You must have a large 
ovC"rhead expense to start out on an industry 
of this kind; you must have an immense 
plant anti organisation which, for the first 
year or two, will bear heavily upon the 
industry. And it is to be expected that it 
will not pay. Those overhead expens-es 
remain pradica lly the same although the 
business expands, and the cost of fish per lb. 
is proportionately decreased at the same 
ti!Y'.e. That, cf course, is the law of increasing 
returns in a manufacturing or any other 
business. and will certainly come into opera
tion as this business extends as it should. 

Hon. T. C. BEIRXE: Do they charge annual 
interest on the capital and depreciation on 
the plant? 

Ho"'. T. L. JO""ES: 'l'hat should be done. 
I think you will find that this State enter
prise will do it. I cannot answer for this 
particular one, but I believe I am right in 
saying- that it is charged in other enterprises. 
I believe it i~ charged in the case of the 
State butchers' shops. 

Hon. T. C. BEIRNE : It should be charged. 

HoN. T. L. JONES: I guite agree. It is 
not correct accounting if It is not charged. 
I am not a special pleader for the enterprise, 
and even if it. shows a loss without including 
them, and those charges are made and it 
shows later on a still greater loss, I would 
still defend the enterprise on the grounds 
I have laid before the Council. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: That was not 
the evidence given to the Committee. 

Hox. T. L. JO="'ES: That was before the 
Statt> enterprises came under the control of 
the Commissioner under the State Enterpri.ses 
Act. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It is charged in 
mining enterprises. 

HoN. T. L. JOKES: The Minister hims<?;f 
interjects that it is charged in connection 
with mining enterprises, and I think I· am 
correct in saying that it is charged in this 
case. I have a distinct recollection of its 
being charge<! in regard to State butehers' 
shops, and I cannot conceive for a mom•mt 
why it should be left out here. r am in
formed, just as I etand here, that the secre
tary of the board declares that both those 
items are included in costs. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: Are th·~ losses 
on the trawler charged also? 

Hox. T. L. JONES: The trawler is not 
ilteluded in this State enterprise. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: Put under the 
~·Jarino Department, because it shows a heavy 
10&'>. 

HoN. T. L. JONES: Correctly so, because 
it is in just the same position as a pros
pector. If you send out a man prospecting, 
you do not call it goldmining. If you send 
out a trawler to prospect for fish to investi
gate the conditions of the coa~t and the 
whereabouts of the fish, it would be grossly 
unfair to charge the cost to an enterprise 
such as this, which is dealing with a con
crete syst.;m of buying and distributing fish. 
I am surprised at the hon. member's making 
the interjection. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES : It gets the bene
fit of the fish c;1ught. Is it not put through 
the central market? 

[Hon. T. L. Jones. 

Hox. T. L. JONES: Yes; and the depart
ment that pays the expens<•s of running th<· 
trawler g•Jts cr...:lit for the fish. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Where do the
expenses come from-out of harbour dues? 

HoN. T. L. JONES: I do not know which 
department it is debited to. I do not think 
any particular revenue is ear-rnarkcd, as the 
hon. 1nembE:r, who once "\Vas Treasurer, ought 
to know. It comes out of consolidat·ed 
rc.Yenuc, I "uppose. 

Hon. E. W. H. FoWLES: What happem 
to the fish that the trawler catches, wh~n 
it does catch fish? 

HoN. T. L. JONES: I presume that if 
it is sent for sale, it must go through the 
market to be impected, and I presume that 
if there are any proceeds the department 
which is charged with running the trawler 
and which pays the expenses takes very good 
care that it gets hold of the sum that may be· 
realised. 

l-Ion. E. IV. H. FOWLES: I must have hit 
yon prettv hard, if you have to stonewall 
like this. 

HoN. T. L. JONES: The hon. member 
does not seem to like it-he does not s~eak 
as if he di-d. Charges for inspection are 
referred to in paragraph '11 of the petition. 
The suggestion is that those charges are 
borne by the catcher of the fish, the fisher
man. That is not correct, because the pric<;)s 
paid to the fisherman are clear of all charges 
and expenses. They are "free on rails," and 
the cases are provided by the department. 
Instead cf the charges bearing heavily upon 
him, theY haw' nothing to do with the fisher
man at ·all. The real bone of contention 
is the C'harges th,\1t are levio.d. or R-ought to 
be ln·ied, upon fish that are not sold under 
tlw ag-reenwnt. an-cl the avowed object of that 
is to forc-e all fish through the market. Now, 
the hon. member <'xciaimed that this was 
a monopoly, bnt there are such things as 
benPficent rnonopoli('S, and this is distinctly 
one of them. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Not under 
this Government. 

HoN. T. L. JONES: According to the 
hon. member, there is nothing benefic(lnt 
under this Government. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I cannot see 
it. 

Hox. T. L. JONES: I appreciate the 
tenor of the hon. member's objection, but I 
would remind him that this Gov<ernment 
has twice been returned by the people of 
Queensland, and I believe will be returned 
again. Now, the real trouble is th~ charges 
which are levied upon fish that are not sold 
under the agreement. and I admit distinctly 
that the object is to force all the fish through 
the market. There is nothing in the objec
tion that it becomes a monopoly. If it 
W''l'e r>ermitted to go without inspection, 
the whole thing wou1d go. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES : You say that 
the Wynnum fish is bought without inspec
tion. 

HoN. T. L. JONES : From the boat's 
side, but the hon. member kno\\B that the 
objection to these regulations has nothing 
whatever to do with that. Is the hon. 
member prepared to advocate that that fish 
sold at Wynnum from the boat's side should 
be inspected and pay inspection fees? I 
think that the very people who have pre
s~nted this petition would have a very 
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strong objection to us taking that action. 
They would certainly exclaim, " Save us 
fron1 our fri0nds !" 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: Why should the 
Brisbane people nay more than the Wynnum 
people for fish? 

Ho;,;;. T. L. JO~ES: You generally expoct 
to get fish at the seaside cheaper than in tlw 
metropolis, as a.t the seaside you buy the fish 
from the boat. Pra.etically the fisherman, 
who is also the vendor, is quite satisfied if 
he gets a small profit on the price paid by 
the Government. There ean be no objf.'~tion 
to that. Now, I come to the point of the 
t'hargPs to be levied on the fish that are 
bought and passed through the market out
•ide the agreement arrived at by the Fisher
men's Association and the Government. The 
reason why those charges arc necessary is 
distinctly in order that a monopoly may be 
created. Th0re arf' industries-a.nd I claim 
that this is distinctly one of them-that from 
their very nature must be monopolistic if 
they are to be run properly. Earlier this 
afternoon I argued that you cannot run a 
business like supplying the people of a. city 
with fish unless, on the one hand, the fishPr
man obtains a. reasonable price for his fish, 
and, on the other hand, the consumer gPts tlw 
fish at a fair priM. In order to r<'duce th<> 
profits that are made between the fisherman 
and the consumer you must centralise-you 
must have> a monopoly. I ask: \V a~ therP 
not practi<"ally a monopoly before the Go
vernment took control, and not a beneficent 
monopoly, but a mo.nopoly that operated 
very hardly upon the fishermen and ver~
hardly upon the consumer, and that carried 
in its train all the evils which I have already 
indicated-the destruction of fish, and thf' 
failure to supply to the public this valuable · 
food? It was a monopoly then, and there 
io no reason now to exclaim against thE' 
monopoly. There> were always plentv of people 
pr<>sent at tlw auction sales; but it w'as 
well known that the buying was artificial 
and therE' was not proper competition. 

Hon. T. M. HALl.: I expect they divid0d 
up afterwards. 

Il:"oN. T. L. JONES: That may have been 
the case. At any rate, it is well known that 
the result to the fishermen was a poor one, 
and the result to the consumer was a bad 
onP ; and, generally speaking, those results 
were arrived a.t because competition did not 
enter into the business so far as the fisher
man was concerned, and it had verv little 
bearing upon the price so far as the con
"umer was concerned. The supply was 
always kept short. It was a matter of 
oommon knowledge that, if a consumer 
desired to get fish, he had to hurry to the 
fish shop Purly in the day to get it. The 
Rupply for the public was kept at that point 
where it would secure a quick sale. That 
was one of the most objectionable features 
of the whole busine,s, and that was the 
great reason why the whole system under 
private Pnterprise broke down, and failed 
to achieve the objects that arc now being 
achieved. There should be no objection to 
that particular regulation. The object is to 
have all the fish come in under the agree
ment, so long as that agreement is a fair 
and equitable one-and I contend that it is. 
I would remind hon. members again that 
it was arrived at by collective bargaining 
between the parties interested with the assist
ance of an independent chairman; and, so 
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long as that agreement is a fair and equit
able one, there is no hardship imposed on 
anv fisherman who is compelled to sell under 
th~t agreement, bccau~e the forcing of all 
thr" fish through that agreement, if I may 
u~P thl~ Bxpression, is neces'i1ary with a view 
to bringing about centralisation of control 
and management. Centralisation is neces
sary to secure distribution at .a reasonable 
price, and at the same time make sure that 
the article sold is in the V<'ry healthiest and 
freshest condition possible. Dealing further 
with the question of monopoly, I would refer 
to paragraph (14) of thfl petition. It is almost 
ludicrous to anyone who knows the condi
tions prevailing in the old times to hear 
men who are fishermen-there are onlv a 
few fishermen who signed the petition; :lt is 
signed chiefly by mfln who are dealers and 
YPndor:; of fish--

Hon. B. W. H. Fowu;~: Owr forty bona 
fide fishermen ha.Ye s!gned the petition. 

HoN. T. L. JONES: I will come presently 
to the sig-natories to the petition. Para
graph (14) is almost ludicrous to men who 
know the oonditions that prevailed under 
thP old reg-ime. Just fancy this statement 
hl•ing nlade-

'·Fish<>rmen by being practically con
fined to one market and hampered by 
many sore restrictions are menaced by 
a monopoly which may rob them of the 
fair return for their difficult and danger
ous toil and reduce their irregular and 
hard-won earnings to a pittance far 
less than the living wage.'' 

I think the person who wrote that must have 
had his tongue in his cheek while he was 
writing it. The present beneficent monopoly 
is ten times better for the men who catch the 
fish than the old conditions; and yet we are 
told that there is a monopoly, as if there 
were something shocking and dreadful about 
a monopoly. It all depends on who are in 
the monopoly. A monopoly in the interests 
of the people as a. whole is a good thing. 
It is a piece of hypocrisy to talk of the 
fishermen being "menaced by a monopoly 
which may rob them of the fair return for 
their difficult and dangerous toiL" A great 
deal-the majority-of the men who signed 
that petition care for the difficult and 
dangerous toil of the fishermen! Just con
trast the condition of the fishermen to-day 
with their conditions before this State enter
prise was brought into existence! I have 
already quoted what Mr. Thomas Welsby 
said about the conditions under which they 
worked and the prices they got; and yet we 
are asked to become alarmed because those 
conditions are not allowed to continue. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: Wouldn't you 
rather fish on land than on sea? 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: \Vouldn't you rather 
fish in GeorgP street than down in M01·eton 
Bay~ 

Hm.;, T. L. JONES: I cannot see the 
application of that question. 

Hon. }iJ. W. H. FOWLES: You are laugh
ing a.t the difficult toil of the fisherman. 

HoN. T. L. JONES: I am not laughing 
at the difficult toil of the fisherman, I am 
laughing .at the person who had the 
effrontery to ·draft paragraph (14) of this 
petition, It is nothing but crass hypocrisy 
for the majority of the petitioners, who were 

Hon. T. L. Jones.] 
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the men who u'ed to control the industry 
under the old regime. to use mch language 
with respect to the condition of the fisher
men. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FowLES : Some of the 
biggest bona fide fishermen at Wynnum 
11igned that petition. 

HoN. T. L. JONES : I have the signatories 
to the petition, and there are fifty-three 
dealers amongst the signatories, and of 
fishermen sending regular supplies to market, 

there are seventeen only, eleven 
[5 p.m.] of whom are operating under the 

agreement. 'There are only 
eleven fishermen, out of a total of ninety-nine 
•ignatories to the petition, who are working 
under the agreem.ent. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: Will you tell us 
how the opposition meeting last week fared? 

HoN. T. L. JONES: I would like to know 
how the petition was . got up. The hon. 
gentleman can tell us more about that than 
he can abont anything else. Of the signa
tories to the petition. there are only eleven 
genuine fis_hermen who are working under 
this agreement. 

Hon. E. \). I-I. FOWLES: 'There are over 
forty fishermen. There are quite a number 
of genuine fishermen outside the agreement. 

HoN. T. L. JONES: The hon. gentleman 
seems very anxious to lose sight of the fifty
three fishmongers. It is rather interesting to 
look at the names of some of the other fisher
men who do not supply the market regularly. 
It appears that many of them are not able to 
•ign their own names without difficulty. That 
is nothing to their detriment, but it >haws 
that they may not be capable of understand
ing the petition. I suppose somebody told 
them that if the agreement were broken down 
they would get a far bigger price for their 
msh. Probably one of those fiftv-three fish
mongers said to them. "Instead of giving you 
3d. a lb. for yonr whiting, I will give you 6d. 
a lb." But he did not tell the fishermen 
for how long he would give it. These people 
mav have been tempted, as people often are 
tempted, by an immediate advantage, but 
they have no business capacit;I, and would 
not ask, " vYill you give me the same offer 
as I have from the Government-a certain 
market for all mv fish? Every fish I can 
bring in, will you· buy it at that price?" If 
they put that question to the fishmongers 
and received a truthful answer, I question 
very much if those fishermen would have 
signed the petition. The hon. gentleman 
must know that it is the easiest thing in the 
~orld t<? .get name~ to a pe~ition. People 
srgn petrtwns knowmg very httle indeed of 
the contents, and it is quite evident from the 
wording of the petition that a great many of 
the fishermen did not know what thev were 
signing, otherwise they would never have 
sugge:·ted that they should get back to the 
dark d3;ys w~en they got practical!; nothing 
for therr torl, and at the same time the 
consumer had to pay a very high price. 
The hon. gentleman, in moving the motion, 
referred to the fact that the regulations were 
withdrawn so far as Maryborough was con
cerned. He told us that, as a result of a 
deputation, the regulations were withdrawn, 
and, of course, he tried to make political 
capital by the way he said a Labour member 
introduced the deputation. What are the 
facts regarding the Maryborough deputation? 

Hon. E. vV. H. FOWLES : Are the regula
tions in force up there? 

[Hon. T. L. Jones. 

HoN. '1'. L. JO~ES: A deputation waited 
on the Minister in Brisbane, and the reply 
"·as as follows :-

"Until such time as the State Fishery 
Department advises the fishermen that 
they are prepared to receive supplies at 
Mar;rLorough, the regulations framed 
under the Fish Supply Act shall be in
operative in so far as relates to supplies 
o~ fi~h .coming from the Maryborough 
drstrrct mto the metropolitan area." 

The regulations were withdrawn >imply 
because tlw department was not prepared to 
carry out there the same bargain that thev 
were carrying out in Brisbane-they were not 
prepared to take all the fishermen could 
catch and pay the price for it. 

Hon. \V. H. DE,!AIXE: They \\ere prepared 
to sell rf the Go.-ernment would take the 
fish. 

Hox. T. L. JOXES: The Maryborough 
fisherm,en were anxious to come under the 
scope of that agreement, but the organisa
tion of the board is not sufficiently complete 
for them to say, "Come in under the agree
ment. and we will give vou the same guaran
tee that we give to t'he fishermen in the 
metropolitan area." That was the sole reason 
why the regulations were suspended in Mary
borough. There was nothing political about 
it, and for the .life of me I cannot under
sta;nd why the hon. gentleman raised the 
pomt. He wished the House to gather from his 
remarks that the alleged oppressive conditions 
which he complained of in Brisbane were 
being waived so far as Maryborough was 
concerned. simply because it was a Labour 
constituency. I 'cannot understand that be
cause I would remind him that a maj~rity 
of the constituencies around Brisbane are 
La]v.)ur constitnencics also, and if the con
ditions were oppressive on the fishermen and 
unfair. as he said they were so far as 
Maryborough was concerned, no doubt the 
same pressure, if there was prebure would 
be brought to bear in Brisbane. The Hon. 
Mr. Fowle·s also referred to the increasing 
charges for inspection and for market dues, 
and then went on to say that an inspector 
would become a Rockefeller. The fact re
mains that the increase in the charges has 
not resulted in dearer fish, and the fishermen 
do not have to pay those charges. 'l'hey 
supply the market with fish free on rails at 
the prices which I have indicated. The Hon. 
Mr. Hall interjected. and said fish was dearer 
now than ever before, and the Hon. JYir. 
Sumner asked him for evidence on that 
point. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: I am going by my own 
personal experience, and I have been buy
ing fish in Brisbane for twenty years. 

HoN. T. L. JONES: The hon. gentleman 
says his experience is that fish is clearer 
and I alleged earlier, and reiterate it -now' 
that my personal experience is that you ea~ 
go to the State fish shop and buy fish much 
cheaper than you ~ver could under private 
enterprise. 

Hon. A. G. 0. HAWTHORN: It is clearer 
in Gem·ge street. 

HoN. T. L. JONES: I think I have 
covered the ground fairly well, although I 
recognise that it has been in a somewhat 
?isconnected manner. My apology for- that 
rs the fact that I have had no opportunity 
to prepare myself in any way carefully. I 
have sought to emphasise the principles under 
which this enterprise should be conducted; 
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<:.nd the effort that is being made to conduct 
1t in accordance with those principles. It 
is not to be supposed that an enterprise of 
this kind is going to be carried out success
fully without disturbing private enterprise. 
'fh~re are vested rights in all these things, 
and directly a Government steps in, because 
they realise that things are not as they 
should be, and seeks to remedy those evils, 
there is bound to b(! an outcry from vested 
interests. There are no rights appertaining 
to vested interests when public interests 
come in. I would like to point out that if 
an individual in busimss becomes injur~d 
because of the growth of a private monopoly, 
he does not have the opportunity of voicing 
his objection and making an oukry upon 
the floor of this Chamber. He has to accept 
it. He has to realise th(! fact that the man 
in the small way of business has to face the 
competition of the larger enterprises and 
the bigger organisations. It is infinitely 
better that that inevitablEZ economic develop
ment should come in the guise of a State 
monopoly than that it should be a private 
monopoly which, while crushing the smaller 
man, is not actuated with either of the two 
ideas that are at the basis of this <enterprise, 
namely, the absolute necessity of securing 
to the taker of the fish a good return and to 
the consumer a reasonable price. I con
clude by again pointing out that the objf)ct 
of the disallowance of these regulations is 
to undermine this valuable enterprise, 
and the effect of so doing would be that 
others would become inoperative towards the 
achif)vement of the object which is sought 
to be arrived at. The hon. member may 
suggest that certain regulations might be 
altered by oth.;r regulations, and· that the 
object he seeks to achieve will simply result 
in other regulations taking their place. That 
is not true, if a reduction in the charges of 
inspection of fish outside the agr~ement were 
agreed to-and that is the real object which 
is sought to be achieved by this motion
to attack the monopolistic character of this 
e:r:terprise. These other regulations which are 
put into the motion are so much camouflage. 
I say W<C would be helping to destroy this 
beneficent enterprise if wc allowed that regu
lation to b~ annulled which imposes heavy 
fees. I rcmmd the Chamber of the argument 
that, to b~ successful this must be a mono
poly, and it will not do to allow it to be 
undermined by making it possible for fish to 
be handled by private enterprise. I say openly 
that it must be a rigid monopoly, and the 
sooner we recognise that the better. If we 
forego that point we are really saying tnat 
we are in agreem0nt with the destruction 
of the enterprise. It was because I wanted 
to stress that point and to show the value 
of the enterprise as a whole that I have 
dealt so fully with the various points. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHOR~: It is a poor 
business that will not stand competition. 

HoN. T. L. JONES: There are businesses 
which will •tand competition, and there are 
others which, from their very nature, will 
not. I am not saying it will not stand 
competitio:r; because you cannot get the price, 
but, from rts verv nature, to get the proper 
handling of it. 'The hon. gentleman knows 
there are busine>•·es that will not stand 
competition. There are busimcsses which are 
naturally monopolies, into which competition 
cannot enter, such as the running of 
trams and railways, which are monopolistic 
by their very nature. In connection with 
railways, for instance, where competition 

has sought to be t'stablishcd it has gradually 
disappeared. Hon. gentlemen opposite must 
know that in Great Britain the railway 
s:1 "tPms were being consolidated until com
petition almost disappeared. In cases where 
thov did not consolidate, they had a working 
agr'eement whereby, when certain lines were 
built parallel to one another for a short 
distance, one was allowed to remain idle. 
In that way competition was overcome. That 
is what I mean when I speak of a natural 
monopolv. That argument, of course, is 
capable of great extension, and it is arguable 
where you are going to stop in saying what 
is natural monopoly and what is not. I am 
not prepared to discuss that at the present 
time. I am prepared to say that when 
enterprise become;; so highly capitalised. or 
demands hig·h organisation. that therf' is a 
disappearance of competition as a factor in 
fixing the price of the commodity that is to 
be marketed, it is time for governmental 
action of the most effective kind, either by 
regulation of the price-as was done with 
monopolies such as gas, trams, and so on
or bv the industry and the enterprise being 
taken over by the Government itself. In 
regard to this enterprise, I say, from its very 
nature, it is not possible to have it well 
conducted if you have competition. Again 
I ask that careful consideration be given 
b this motion that ceeks to annul the 
regulations, the object of which distinctly 
is to create a monopoly so that the enter
prise can be well conducted in the interest, 
not only of the general community who con
sume the fish. but of the fishermen who con
duct the arduous toil of taking the fish. 
(Hear, hear !) 

Hox. R. BEDFORD: This motion is only 
an ·echo of the old attempt to throw cold 
water on any form of State enterprise. For 
instance, the petition itself is largely a tissue 
of misstatements. It says, for instance, in 
clause 14-

" Fishermen, by being· practically con
fined to one market and hampered by 
many sore restrictions. are menaced by 
a monopoly which may rob them of the 
fair return for their difficult and danger
ous toil, and reduce their irregular and 
hard-won earnings to a pittance far less 
than the living wage." 

That statement is in itself contradicted by 
the fact of the signatories to the petition. 
One of the best authorities on local fishing 
grounds and the condition of the fishermen in 
Queensland, Mr. Thomas Welsby, has shown 
that the lot of the fishermen has been made 
better by a fixed market, by about four 
times the original price, with never the 
necessity for dumping, and with a continuous 
market ready for them if they work all the 
year round, if that were possible. Says clause 
16-

" Your petitioners have been unable to 
learn whether the fish sold in the State 
shops is inspected under the same condi
tions as those sold elsewhere." 

The attempt that is here being made is in 
itself a general proof of the falsity of the 
grounds on which the petitioners make the 
petition. It is known that fish sold in the 
State shops are open to the same inspection. 
The clause continues-

" At present the fishermen are entirely 
at the mercy of inspectors who are not 
independent but also are employees of 
the State fish market, and the fish· 

Hon. R. Bedford.] 
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cupplied i, liable to be condemned under 
very arbitary conditions." 

One would be led to believe, from this, that 
the State fish shops were straight-out oppo
nents of the private fish shops, with the same 
intention of gain. As a matte1· of fact, the 
State fish shops are there for the purpose of 
equalising the conditions between the con
sumer and the producer-they are there not 
so much for the purpose of making a profit, 
as for the purpose of giving a fair deal to 
both sides. One of the regulations objected 
to is really a protest against the dirty and 
insanitary conditions un<ler which fish shops 
were kept in the past. Clause 19 of the 
petition says-

" Neither in New South Wales or in 
Western Australia or in any other part 
of Australia is the fish industry so em
barrasse<l or retarded by such conditions. 
The present conditions ten<l towards 
driving fishermen out of the local in
<lustry, in which case consumers woul<l 
have to <lepend upon importe<l fish, 
although large supplies can be secure<l 
near at hand under altBred conditions." 

The proof that that is untrue is found in the 
fact that during the first year after the 
establishment of the State enterprise 589,120 
lb. of fish represented the increase in the 
weight of fish marketed as compared with 
the weight of fish caught in the year prior to 
the establishment of the State shop. The 
petitioners go on to say-

" Your petitioners respectfully invite 
attention of hon. members to the report 
of a Select Committee appointc<l by the 
Legislative Council on 29th September, 
1914, to consider the Metropolitan Fish 
Market Act Amen<lment Bill, and to the 
evidence, decisions, an<l recommendations 
therein containe<l." 

A Select Committee was appointed by this 
House, an<l its members were quite as 
partisan as the Select Committee on the 
Brisbane Tramway Fares Bill. which was 
introduced for the purpose only of side
tracking the increase of fare> for anothE'r 
year. 

HoN. T. M. HALL: I rise to a point of 
or<ler. . Is the hon. gentleman in order in 
referring to another Bill which is not bpfor" 
the House? 

The PRESIDENT : Order ! 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: The petition goes rm 
to say that the petiti<:mers pray-

" That the regulations promulgated on 
16th June, 1919, in the " Queenslan<l Go
vernment Gazette," No. 175, be amended, 
and in particular that Nos. 36, 41, 44, 
62, 74, 75, 78, 96, 97, 98, 105, 106, 107 
be disallowed by this honourable House " 

The second prayer of the petitioners is-
" That before any new regulations 

become operative a fish commission be 
appointed to take evi<lence with a view 
to beneficent action, in order to ensure 
to the public a regular, adequate and 
well <listributed supply of whol~some 
fish at reasonable prices, such commis
sion .to include evi<lence f1·om the pro
fessional fishermen, the fish vendors, and 
the consumers." 

The paragraph of the motion referring to 
that prayer has been withdrawn by the 
mover, .and that .is just as well, for it is 
only an attempt to ~require the Government 

[HGn. R. Bedford. 

to appoi11t a conunission to inquire intv 
its own acts. The fishmongers, the hawkers, 
and the distributors have apparently more> 
to say in this matter than the consumers o:r 
the producers. Those gentlemen are mostly 
not of British descent. There is nothing 
against that, because Australia invites all 
white men to come to this country and is 
rea<ly an<l anxious to receive them a" 
citizens. But the chances are that they, 
not having a knowle<lge of the way State 
enterprises have grown, are probably 
irritated by the fact that the old liberty of 
the subjE'ct t<J charge the other fellow whttt· 
ever he likes, and occasionally kill him with 
bad commodities, has <lisappeared under the 
policy introduce<l by the Government. ]' 
shall !'<'ad a list of the signatories for th,• 
benefit of all students of ancient Greece. 
They are a.s follows :-P. Freeleagus, C. 
Freeleagus, Chas. Freeleagus, G. Freeleagus. 
E. Zervos, J. \Vhite, J ames ::Hanogos, C. 
Patty, G. Feros, A. G. Drugus, V. Princous, 
D. Kastrissoe, G. Habibe, P. Morton, T. 
Zeromo, \\'. Gooma, John Black, Strath<' 
Black, Con. Black, J erry Black, G. Mar· 
cellas, Lugi Cervetto, J. Stefano, P. Samois, 
J. Basile, Speros Fefos, F. Lewis, E. Wil 
kins, M. Palasin, F. Pochernekoff, D. G. 
Vasyli, C. Counsel!, A. Aroney, X. Kar
andrew>, P. Patty, Lazaretto Brothers, J. 
Forn<>y, D. Kastrissos, P. Careedy, D. 
Likiardeputo, N. Leninos, C. E. G. Dom
jahn, P. Spathis, C. Masmeros, P. Comino, 
J. Murray, J. Strategos, N. Sklavos, P. 
Oassimatis, J. Con<loleon, A. Gerakitis, A. 
BlaYeys, A. Kerr, G. A. H. Watson, F. B. 
Kerr, V Hurlstone, C 0. Major, E. Brad 
man. Ther'' are onlv seveNteen men whn 
:;ign as fish<:>rmen whd send regular supp!ie, 
to th<> markE't Twenty of the signatoriec. 
are local fishermen who do not send suppli<'"' 
of fish to the market regularly, and nine ar<> 
fishermen who send supplies to the markBt 
at certain tinH'3 only, while fifty-three of th+'
sigriatories arc representatives of firms and 
dealers. J<Jverybody knows the insanitary 
oonditions under which fish were often kept 
before State enterprises took charge of thf' 
business. ClauBe 68 of the old regulations 
provi<led as follow' :-

" Fishmonger'g and fish ven<lor's 
licenses-

( a) Shall be in Form 2 hereto or t0c 
the like E'ffect, and signe<l by the sen
retary; 

(b) Shall be in force for the time 
·stated therein ; 

i cl Shall not be transferable ; 
(d) :May be suspended for any period 

not exceeding three months or may be. 
absolutely revoked by the board for 
any breach of the by-laws or regula
tions; 

(e) Shall be kept at the premise& 
wherein the licensee carries on busi
ness, and shall be produced on <lemand 
an<l shown to any officer of the <lepart
ment or member of the Police ForcE'. 
or inten<ling purchaser." 

No attempt was made in that regulation to
say how the general conduct of the fish
selling businesb shoul<l be carried on. ClausE' 
74 of the present regulations is framed in 
the interest of the public, and is a most 
beneficent proviSion. For instance, it pro
vides that a license " shall be in force for 
the time stated .therein" ; that it "shall no~ 
be tra-nsferable except as provided in clause 
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[f) hereof" ; that it " may be clU8pended for 
any period not exceeding three months. or 
mav be absolutely revoked"; that it "shall 
be · kt>pt at and put up in a conspicuouo 
place in the retail section of the premise" 
wherein the licensee carries on busines·•. 
and shall be produced on demand to any 
officer of the Commissioner," etc.: that the 
licensee of such premises " shall not permit 
any sanitary convenience to be situated in 
any room where fish is prepared or kept, and 
a.ny :-::.anitary conyenicnee, and aho any 
,;tabl<•. 8hall be so situated as to bP <'OHI· 
pl~tely· cut off from any sueh room by NO"' 

ventilation" ; that "}>e shall not receive or 
store upon his pren1ises any unwholesonw 
fish, and any such fish found therein or 
tlwreon may bP 'Eized and destroyed by thP 
Commissioner or his ofiicers, and surh 
licN1see shall b<•a.r all expenses in connee
tion with such seizure and destruction'' ; 
and that ·' h<' shall permit inspeetion to bP 
made of the premises, equipment, and 
appurtenances relative to such busives~ at 
all r0asonable timt'•." Doe' anvborlv want 
tha.t pulled ont? ' · 
!5.30p.m.] 

Hon. E. 'W. H. FowLE8: It i~ airPtHly tllP 

la\v. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: You want t.iw re
moval of section 74, which repla""' th<' old 
rf'gulation 68? 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: We want ~o. 74 
amended in a reasonable way. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: How do you want 
it amended~ Is this what you object to

" He shall permit inspection to he 
made of his' premises." 

\r<• you against that? 
Hon. K \Y. H. FOWLEH: That '" aln•ady 

the law. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD : What ar<' you 
aerainst in 74? 

Hon. E. W. H. Fowr.Es: l have told vou 
already. This is a duplication of powers 
which the Crown has already under other 
regulations. 

Hox. R. BEDFORD: I see. You are onlv 
trying to get the law simpler than it has 
be<m. 

Hon. E;. \V. H. FOWLES: Exactly. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: At any rate, you art> 
"'sking for the am.ondment of all these clauses, 
~~n<l I am reading the regulations whirh you 
·my you want amending-

" He shall not carrv fish intended for 
~ale for human con,;Jmption except in 
a vehicle--'' 

3.nd also-
" He artd all per.,om; employed by him 

>hall. when engaged in the rf'ceivin::;. 
handling, preparing, or ~elling of fish 
in connection with such trades, business 
or occupation, always wear a clean de
tachable apron made of washable 
rr1aterial.'' 

This is the anti-apron motion. do you want 
that amended? 

Hon. E. Vi'. H. FowLES: No, certainly not. 
HoN. R. BEDFORD: 

" He shall at all times, and to the 
satisfaction of the manager, keep in a 
thoroughly clean and wholesome condi
tion, each and every vehicle or other con· 
tainer and conveyance used by him in 

connection with sueh trade. business, or 
occupation, also all utensil<' usE'd hy him 
in connection thl'rewith." 

Do you want that ahwnd<>d • 
Hon. K ,V. H. :F'OWLE~: ::\o. 

HoK. R. BEDFORD: 
·'He shall maintain hie person and 

dothing in a. clean condition, and shall 
be• held liabll.' for the cleanliness of per
:-on and clothing of each and <wery 
person so employed by him.'' 

Hon. E. \\'. H. FowLEH: Would you not 
amend this your,;elf? 

HoK. R. BEDFORD: Xo. why; 
Hon. K \V. H. FoWLES: It Fays that you 

would be liable for the <'ll'anliness of every· 
body c>mployed b~· you. A prdty tall order, 
itl it not~ 

!Ios. R. l'hDFOHD: Would you not., in 
the interesb of a business, sl.'e that there 
wae nobodY there to >Pnd trade away from 
!he place?' 

Hon. E. \V. H. FOWLE~: Yes. 

HoN. R. BED]'ORD: Borne people make 
a ftltish of dirt; thi~ regulation is against 
it. Then with regard to section 105-

" En•ry pPrson Kllling or expo&ing- or 
offering for sa.le figh at any fish market, 
•hall, if so requirt•d, and as often as may 
he required by him by the manager or 
other dulv authorir<Pd officer, furnish in 
writing t,; the Commis.gioner a statement 
of all fish consignf'd to and or r<>ceivPd 
by him.'' 

This is perfectly right. You demand statis
tic,;, in thC' interests of ordinary trade, just 
"' much as you do in connection with the 
production of gold to show how much is pro
duced and sold. The·re can· be no objection 
to that. Then ~eetion 107 requires transport 
statistie~ to be furnishPd to show how much 
fish has been 'ent to countrv districts. That 
is a very necessary series of food statistice, 
beeause the intention all this tim<' has been 
to give the eountry a continuou~ly increasing 
supply of marine food. I 'desire to quote 
the following questions which ::Yir. J. 
Larcomb!' asked the manager of the State 
fish shop, and the replies given thereto--

" 1. 'l'hP price charged for fish at the 
State shops in Brisbane to-day, as cc.m
parP.d with the pric<> ruling in the year 
prior to the opening of the State shop~.'' 

Th<' answer to that is-
.. The prices d1arged prior to the open

ing of the State fish shops were at ' per 
fish.'' and it \Ya~ not po~.:-~ihlt> to obtain 
any reliabl<' data. though Mr. Gilmour 
had purchases madP at various shops on 
different ·dates as a test. and may be 
able to g·iye these on his return. ~1Pssr:4. 
:F'reeleagus quote figures on the lb. basis, 
but .. though they may have sold by this 
method at contract rates, to hotels and 
large buyers, they haYe never had any 
prices in their windows. 

" Present prices in State shops are
:Mullet. 6d. per lb.. cleaned and 

sealed ready for the pan. 
Bream.. 6d. ]Jer lb.. cleaned and 

Bcaled ready for the pan. 
Whiting, 9d. p<'r lb., cleaned and 

'cale·d ready for the pan. 
'l'ailer, 5~d. per lb., deaned and 

Bcaled ready for the pan. 

Hon. R. Bedford.] 
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Gar, 8d. per lb., cleaned and scalod 
ready for the pan. 

Blackfish, 4~d. per lb., cleaned and 
.;caled ready for ·the pan. 

Tiger, 4~d. per lb., cleaned and scaled 
ready for the pan. 

Flathead, 9d. per lb., cleaned and 
scaled ready for the pan. 

Schnapper, 1s. per lb., cleaned and 
scaled ready for the pan. 

Squire, 10d. per lb., cleaned and 
scaled ready for the pan. 
" 2. The price charged for fish at the 

State shops to-day as compared with the 
price ruling in private shops to-day." 

The answer is-
·' Prices in private shops to-day are 

in some instances on the same basis as 
the State fish shop, but most of them by 
selling at ' per fish ' hide the actulll 
,;elling rate, and so obtain slightly higher 
rate~. 

.. 3. The pri<·<• paid to thP fi,hernwn to
-day as compared with the price paid th" 
year before the State shops were open.'' 

The answer is-
,, Prices paid to fishermen to-day, and 

the average rate realised at auction prior 
to the State purcha~ing catches, are 
givt'n below. It must be taken into con
sideration however, that in many in
stances when large consignments were 
received, the prices realised were less 
than sufficient to cover out-of-pocket 
·expensf"<:. '' 

Mullet-

Pre:;eut priees 
per trtty of 

·1!" lbs. net ou 
rail, " nu free 

of all 
market 

('harge.;;;, 

Average 
price at 
auction. 

year 19!6, 
after pay-

ing market 
and trani'~ 

port chargP~. 

8. rl. .•. d. 
May and June 5 6 3 8.4 
,July and April 9 6 6 0 

Bream ... 10 0 6 4.2 
Whiting ... 14 0 11 2 
Tailer 9 0 6 1 
Gar ... 8 6 6 6 
Bl ackfish 6 0 4 6~ 
Tiger . ... 8 0 4 2 
Flathead, per lb. 4~d. and 6d. 0 3:( 
flchnapper, per lb. 0 8 0 6~ 
Squire, per lb. 0 5! 0 4~ 

" At the auction pric(ls the fishermen 
were not earning anything like the stan
dard living wage, and though their prices 
have been increased it must be borne in 
mind that in addition to the increased 
cost of living, net, which then cost 25s. 
per bundle, now costs about 70s. per 
bundle, and a full-sized mullet net now 
means an outlay of £49, as against £13 
previously. Benzine, which before the 
war was 10s. per case, is now 25~. per 
<'abe; whilst ropes and corks havQ gon<' 
up over 100 per cent. 

'' 4. Is the supply of fish more certain 
and 'continuous' than bE'forp the Stat<' 
shops opened?'' 

The answer is-
" The supply of fish to the public is 

more certain through r<,:serves from cold 
storage bC'ing available for use during 
scarce periods, both for sale in the shops 
and for smoking purposes. Thl' fish now 
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stored was previously condemned when 
excess supplies were sent in by fishermen, 
or the proportion which was placed in 
cold storage was sold at a high rate in 
the scarce periods. The supplies from 
fishermen are insufficient to meet de
mands during certain of thEl summer 
months, and there is no probability of 
any increase from this source, as the 
fish are not obtainable on the regular 
grounds during these perio-ds. Trawlen 
are, therefore, the only som·c~ from: which 
a regular supply can be secured." 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Whose opinion 
is that 'I 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: It is not an opinion; 
i;; is a statement by Mr. Norman Fell, an 
officer of the State Fisheries. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES : In answer tc 
leading quE)stions by one of his own side. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: What are the ques
tions vou woul-d like to lead with-something 
to sh'Ow that we should not have State 
shops? When anything like this. is. done 
there will always be a general obJ~ctwn to 
it bv some section of the commumty. We 
hav; no right to take away the liberty of 
the subject who makes as much money as 
he can at the exp.;:nse of his fellow 
creatur<·~. \Ve are going further, because the 
profiteer is going to be put in his place by 
fixed prices for commodities, no matter how 
anyone may object. It is not rare to find 
regulations hitting somebody. I _ki_ww of a 
case th<J other day where a coalmmmg: regu
lation hit certain gentlemen, who d1d not 
like it. The regulation required t\:1~ mine 
to be kept open and in a good cond1hon for 
the men working it. It not only meant 
that the owners should k"ep the mi'!-e open 
for the selfish purpose of better workmg and 
better profit, but should do so out of con
Bi<leration for the life and health of tJ:Ie me_n 
who were working the minP,; but_ m th1s 
ea"'· although the Inspector of Mme<> had 
notified these people for months before, they 
did not comply with the demand, and whel!l 
the Mines Department launched a prost;cu
tion there was an attempt made to side
track it. 

The PRESIDE="'!.': Order ! The hon. 
gentleman is getting away from the que~
tion before the House. 

HoN. R. BEDFORD: I am trying to s\low 
that r<•gulations must hit som~onc, and 1f I 
am permitted to speak, I sha]] be able to do 
that. There was not only an attempt t< 
aet behind the regulation, but an attempt 
~o stop a prosecution which was on ~he way. 
Two of the men who owned that mme were 
the Hon. ::\Ir. Brentnall and the Hon. Mr. 
Fowles. C\Jaturally, they are against r(lgula
tion< which would seem in any way to mte!
fere with the right of anybody to run h1~ 
business in his own way, no matter whether 
it affcds th<' health of his employees or any .. 
body e]s,•. Thec;e regulations are the proper 
eorolhny to the Act which was intended to 
see that the producer and the consumer. got 
a fair (]ea]; they put the cap on the legJsltz
tiun bv insioting, among other things objected 
to, t h~ t tlw husi ness of vending fish shall be 
carried on in a proper, decent, . cleanly 
manner, so that at least the public shall 
not be disgusted when purchasing a very 
IWCt~ssary food. 

Hon. A. G. C. HA\VTHORN: And carried 
on a, a monopoly. 
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HoN. R. BEDFORD: A'" a monopoly which 
takes but to "urr<Cnder, which is not out 
for its own profit. If you think I get a 
fish scale out of this business you are quite 
wrong. Y\"p know that in a country where 
the waters along the coast are the most 
prolific in th1c world. the whole fish business 
has been most shockingly mismanaged. I 
do not think the general sense of gentle
men on the other side will permit any sup
port of a motion which attempts to abrogate 
regulations which have been made in the 
best interests of the people. 

HoN. 'I'. l\IEVITT: First of all, I want to 
ask, what is the ob.iect of the hon. membt'r 
in tabling this motion? 

Hon. E. "\V. H. FowLES: To amend some 
of the regulations, and t<J have a reasonable 
scale of charges for inspection. 

Hox. '1'. C\EVIT'l': And what would be 
the result of the amendment of the regula
tions? I think the hon. member who moved 
the motion will admit that at the present 
time the fish supply is placed on a much 
better p:ane than ever before. I think that 
medical men in the city of Brisbane. with<Jut 
<'lxception, will admit that thE' conditions 
surrounding the !ish industry are very much 
better than ever before in its history. 

Hon. E. vY. H. FOWLES: That is not the 
question, i-s it? 

HoN. T. :\'EVI'l'T: The h011. member's 
motion would moan that we would practically 
go back to the conditions that prevailed be
fore the pr<'sent conditions were brought into 
the industl·y. 

Hon. E. "\V. H. FOWLES: Xo, by no means. 

HoN. 'I'. C\EVIT'l': It is all. very well 
for the hon. member to say that, but every
ono has a right to his opinions. 

Hon. E. ~". H. FOWLEK: vVere YOU not on 
that !ish committe<e ~ ' 

HoN. T. C\EVITT: C\o, it sat before I had 
the honour to get into the Council. That 
1·em.inds me that th0 fishermen presente-d a 
petition to the Hon. Mr Hawthorn. when he 
was Treasurer, asking that the conditions 
under which thev were labouring should be 
improved, pointing out that tlwy wore such 
that they could not make a living, that they 
were under the thumb of the fish ve-ndors 
of Brisbane. and asking for legislation to 
protect them so that they would get reason
able pric<'S for the labour whi<'h they per
formed. 

The S£C'RETARY FOR MINFS: They got any 
<Linount of sympathy, but no legislation. 

HoN. T. C\EVIT'l': 'l'h<':;· got sympathy, but 
no assistance. 'J'hey asked for bread, and 
the hon. member gave tlwm a stone. That 
was practically the hon. member's attitude 
on this question, and now to-dav-with th<
industry under good hygienic conditions
the fishernwn are getting better prices for 
their catches, and all the catch is taken, 
provided they enter into an agreement with 
the Government to sell the wholP to the 
Governnwnt. They are not penalised bv 
<'xl'essivc conditions, to which the hon. mcn1-
ber is htking exception. 

Hon. A. <i. C. HAWTHORN: Are ;-:on not 
prepared to suggest an arnendment of any 
kind? 

HoN. 'I'. XKVITT: I ani not prepared to 
offer an anwndment. at the present tinw. 

Hon. A. U. C. liAWTHORK: Are you llot 
prepared to suggest amendments where the 
regulations are harsh and harassing? 

Box. T. C\EVITT: I think the hon. mem
ber has had several reasonable opportunities 
to a<X!t'pt eertain anwndments, but he refused' 
to do so. It is his funeral, and I shall have 
to go 011. I go so far as to say that the· 
cunditions to--dav arc such that the p!lblic 
Df QnPcnsland take pride in them. As was. 
><ait! b-: the Hon. J\lr. Jones. no industry 
of such a nature as the fish industry, with 
ramifi<·ations extending so far as they do. 
could in t.\wl:ve montlb be plae0d on a oound· 
iinancial footing. Xow, the people of Dris
ha·np, when they go to a fish shop, know 
what tlw;- are buying, they know the c<Jn
ditions under which it is kept, and they know 
that the men engaged in the industry are 
getting fair and reasonable remuneration· 
for their work. That is sufficient answer 
to the hon. member. It proves that these 
rt>gulations should eontinue. V.That would it 
mean if these charges, which are referred 
to as exorbitant. wer<' abolished 'I It would· 
nu'an that the Saturday afternoon and Sun
dav lishermen woul-d be able to send their 
cat.ch to town to the retail shops, at thL 
<'XT>"llS<' of the Rtate shops of to-day. Is 
that fair. or right, or honourable'? 

Hon . .E. W. H. FOWLES: That is not the 
caS<' at all. There is nothing to prevent the 
GoYPrnnient fron1 bringing in a reasonable 
oealr> of C'harges. 

Hox. T. ).IEVI'l'T: I would remind the 
hon. nwmber that out of eighty-four regular 
5Uppliers to the fish market only twelve have>· 
,-igned the petition. 

Hon. E. "\V. H. FOWLES : What do yem 
<:a l! .. r<>gular" ·~ 

HoN. 'I'. XEVITT: One-seventh of th<' 
n·gular suppliers havP signed a petition ask
ing that thl's£' regulations be amended. 

Hon. K "\Y. H. FowLES : But those others
do not pay the charge>. 

HoN. T. ).IEVITT: Could not every man 
gN tlH' "ame conditions tha.t those eighty-four 
ar(' g0tting? Every fisherman in the· 
SontiH'rll portion of Queensland could get thc> 
same eonditions. Vi'hy all this fuss an<t 
bothPr and anxiPty and worry? Under
lying this motion is the objection of the fish 
Yendors. Thev want to break do\'.'11 the ex
i"ting sy5tem. "That is the motive. There can 
b<· no other motive, because more than half 
of thos<' who have signed the petition are 
hawk<'~'' and vendors of fish. "\Vhat right 
have the)' to petition this Council that regu
lations should be altered so that they can 
bleed tlw public and the fishermen as they 
did in the past? 

Hon .. \. G. C. H.\WTHORN: We do not pro
pose to r·onspnt to anything of that kind. 

IIox. T. :\'EVITT: That is what it would 
mPan if these conditions were altered. I am 
Y<'l'V pkased to hear the interjection. If 
th<' ·lwn. member is of that frame of mind he 
will not he in favour of the motion. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: What amend
llH'nt~ are you prepared to n1ake? 

lloN. 'I'. XEVITT : As I ha,-e t<Jld you, l 
am not prepared to make any. There was a 
stag<' at which amendments could have boon 
mad<'. but the hon. memlwr \Yould not accept 
them. I go so far as to say that at oue 
period the hon. member was prepared to. 
ac~ept th<'m. but at a later period he with
drPw and refused to accept them. 

Ilon. E. W. ll. FOWLES: That is not 
f'Orr(1Ct. 

Hon. T. Nevitt.] 



<til6 [COUNCIL.} Supply Act. 

HoN. T . .:\EVITT: 1'hat is tlw position. 
If this motion is carried the regular fisher
men who are supplying will be unable to 
get a fair price for their labour, although 
they arp justly entitled to it. I wish now 
to refer to the petition. Paragraph 1 reads--

,, Your petitioners are well acquainted 
with the position and conditions of the 
fish industry in the State of Queensland, 
and have a wide and intimate experience 
eovering many years and embraf'ing the 
c-oastal catching grounds from the Mary 
River to the Tweed.'' 

It shows the carele"'mess »ith which the peti
tion has been drafted when WB fin<:! that the 
petitioner·~ are all confined to the Tweed, 
Sandgate, and '\Vvnnum, an<:! yet they speak 
of their knowledge of the fishing industry 
from the Mary River to the Tweed. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FowLES: Do you know 
that some of th(~ vVynnnm fish i" caught at 
Bribie Island? 

HoN. T. NEVITT: It io quite po,oible that 
some of it is caught at Bribie Island some· 
times. 

Hon. E. W. H. Fowr,Es: They don't .fish 
in the mangroves at Wynnum. 

HoN. T. NEVITT : And they do not fish 
in the Mary River and bring their catch to 
Brisbane at all. NeithN <:lo they put it all 
through tlw depOt at Wynnum or the <:lepOt 
.at Bouth Brisbane. 

Hon. A. rG. C. ILIWTI!OR:'>;: Are you talking 
the motion out·: 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: What about the <livision 
that was prorl:'!lised us before 6 o'clock? 

Hon. T. M. HALL: You know the motion 
lapses unlPRR the regulationo are disallowed 
to-day. 

The SEC.RETARY FOR :\'lrNE:>: You had four
te<'n days within which to disallow them. 

HoN. T. NEVITT : J;,et me now bring 
under the notice of hon. mPmbers paragraph 
9 of the petition···-

" Notwithstanding the provisions of the 
Act only one fish market has yet been 
established in the whole of the metro
politan fish supply district, and as a 
result the fish industrv is griE>vouslv 
hampered, the supplv is 'restricted, sound 
tish are rendered umvlwlesome by needless 
and expensive delays, there an' no auction 
sales whatever allowed, conditions are 
in exiRtence which are unsatisfactory both 
to the buying public and to the suppliers 
of fish, an<:! the bPneticial objects of the 
Act are defeatPd instead of being 
realised." 

Again, it shows the earPlessness with which 
this petition has been <lrafted. In the first 
place it says that thel'P is only one <:lopot 
for the inspPction of fish. whieh is not tru0; 
there are two depOts for the inspection of 
fiRh--onP at 'Yvnrnnn and one in South Bri~
baw·. Then tl;ey say tlu>t .. the fi,h industry 
if; grievously hainpl:rr'd'~-anothC'r ~tatPI:ncrit
that is not in aceordance with fact. ThP 
only hampering that has been done is with 
respnct to the Saturday afternoon and Sun
<lay fishermen. The men who are engaged 
regularly in the industry are not hampered 
in any shape or form. They can bring their 
i!Upphes to V.'ynnum or to South Brisbane~ 
,and get full price for their catch, without 
any unnecessary delay, and. I may also r<'
mark, without incurring any bad <:lebts. 
Wherever a fisherman ha5 placed his catch 

[Hon. T. Nevitt. 

in the hands of the State, he ah\ a0 s gets 
cash in return. That was not always the 
case in days gone hy. Then the petition says 
that " the supply is restricted." That also 
is not in aceordanc<' with fact, because we 
have it in t•vidPnee that. in a. short tweh.:t:
months since the establishment of the boar<:!. 
thcr<' has been an increase in the ea tch of 
263 tons, or 584,820 lb. Over half a million 
mort' pounds of fish have gone through the 
fish depots at South Brisbane and Wynnum 
than went through the fish markc>t over in 
South Brisbane when under the control of 
private enterprise. Then I come to para
graph 10, which says that " only one place 
of inspection has yet been provided." I say 
a!{a in that the fisherman ca1i get his fish 
inspeeted at Wynnum quite as easily as he 
can get it inspecte<:l in South Brisbane. 
Paragraph 11 reads-

" Notwithstanding the provisions of the 
Act for the prevention of excessive dues 
and charges, these, both for market and 
inspection, as promulgated in the regula
tions of 16th May, 1919, and now in opera· 
tion, are enormous and oppr<>sive, an<:! 
thrE>aten to wrPek the fish industry within 
tlw metropolitan area. Tlw formPr seal<' 
of dues and charges, which were not light 
when compared with charges in other 
parts of the world, has been suddenly 
<'xpanded by charges reaching as hivh as 
a 900 per cent. increase." 

That shows a further carelessness in the 
drafting of the petition. As was very ably 
stated by the Hon. Mr. Sumner, chairman 
of the fish board. there is a reason whv 
inereased charges wer~ necessary. " 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORX: What. 900 
pE'r c<,nt. ? , 

Hox. '.r. NEVITT: In some cases the in
crease may be somewhere near 900 per cent .. 
but there is no occas!on to pay any charges 
at all If the regulatiOns are followed; and 
to show the fallacy of the argument ad
vanced by the hon. gentleman on the other 
side of the House in regard to the increase 
of 900 pGr cent., I would point out that for 
the whole month of June of the present 
year the amount levied and collected was £8. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: That is not so. 
HoN. T. NJ<JVITT: Those are the figures 

supplied by the Department. · 
Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: I have a receipt 

here for £16. 

Hox. T. ~EVITT: For fish supplied in 
June? 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLEs : It is dated 
13th .June, 1919. I have another receipt 
for £8. 

Hox. T. NEVITT: Is that account for 
charges levied on fish put into the d0pot for 
the month of June? 

Hon. E. IV. H. FowLEs: The receipt 
bears the date 13th June, 1919. I have a 
bommhell for every other mistake. 

Hox. T. NEVITT: I arn open to correc
tion, but I say that £8 was for inspection 
and £8 for mark~t dues. What is there in 
the talk about extortionate charges when 
th<' whole .fish industry in the Southern part 
of Queensland is only called upon to pay 
£8 in one month, or a total for the year, if 
that is an average month, of £108? 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN : It does not 
alter the principlt;t that the charges are 
inflated. 
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Hox. T. NEVITT: It alters the argu
ment advancea by the hon. gentleman that 
thn charges are exorbitant, when I point 
out that the fishermen need pay nothing at 
.,u: ~nd s~condly, . when a big industry 
·;upplyu;g_ a populatiOn of nearly a quarter 
o_f a mrlhon cannot stand a tax for inspec
twn and storage charges of £108 a vear
well, it is on a very rotten foundatio,;'. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: Your argument 
i · that you do not impo~<' <hws excPpt in 
onr- or two instances. 

Hox. 'l'. ::\"EVITT: I am giving thCJ figures 
enpplie-d_ by the Department, and I am 
~;1vmg facts. The facts I havP given upset 
.thP contention put forward hy th<' hon. 
g-entleman. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLE~: But they are 
not facts. I have document;; against you. 

HoK. 'l'. NEVITT: I do not care what 
JvU havP got .. The ~ccount you hav<e is for 
·.·harges and msp~ctlon. Then I come to 
elau:Se 12 of the n-etition · and '\.Yl!at do "'\YP 

find there? It reads- , 

"The imposition of extra dues and 
<·harges confers no benefit either on thl' 
suppliers or on the public: the formPr 
art> reaping nothing from· the· burden
some levy; and th<· extortionate de
ma!'ds made by the r"gulations neces
oanly make fish a dear commodity, quite 
out of r~ach of the multitudE' who desire 
good and cheap food." 

'l'hat is not correct. In the first instam·e the 
quality of the food is admitted on all ~ide,'
-to Le good .. Nobody has been able to pro
duce the slightest bit of evidence to show 
that the fish is not bettQr marketed to-dav 
than ever it was in the past. Then, too, 
the hon. gentleman who moved the motion 
will admit that the fish is marketed in a 
·~wttpr eondition and suppli<·d to the public 
>:J. a better condition than prior to thfl 
''Stablishment of the prest>nt. market. ' 

Hon. E. \Y. H. FowLES: Do vou know 
how long fish is kept in thP State cold stores 
i;' South Brisbane without hE>ing gutted? 
Four · months sometimes. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: I do not know how 
long the fish is kept ther~. 

Hon. T. L. JONES: Who told you that? 

Hon. E. W, H. FOWLE:>: Deny it if you 
:ean. 

Hon. R. SmiNER: Let them bring the 
matter before the board. 

HoN. T. ::\"EVITT: A' l wa" r••nutrkinor 
tlw position is this: The 1\sh is .,markPte~i 
and distributed in a much lwtl-.>r condition 
to-day than ever it was bdon'. That upsets 
!h<' statement made that thP publie are reap
mg no benefit from the lPvying· of these 
charg<'s. I understand that the principaJ 
r>•a,;on for these charges bPing g-azetted was 
to get at those people who do not devote th<• 
whole of thPir time to fh;hing, but use it 
rnon~ or less as a pastiml' and und-ern1ine 
the legitimate fisherman and pradica.lly tn 
and J.:reak dO\vn his living. The hon. gf.ntle
man IS out to try and hrPak down the living 
of a class of men of whom thP countrv ne<,d 
?e prou~l. Fishin_g is no child's play, 'it will 
lX' adm1tted. It IS a hard. laborious, uncer
t&in occupation, and if th(•Sc regulations 
had not been gazPttc•d it meant thev would 
get little or nothing for their suppiv when 
fish was plentiful, because these Saturday 

afternoon and Sunday fishermen, or other 
people who have a fortnight's or three weeks' 
holiday-being paid for it-frequently go 
down the bay, utilise their time in catching 
fish. a_nd flood the market. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES : 'l'he best bona 
fide Wynnum fishermen signed this petition. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: I will give the hem. 
g-entleman figures from the petition later on. 
\Yhat I am dealing with now is that clauc;e 
12 of the petition i;; not in accordance with 
far·t. Th<'n it says, " The fish is not within 
the rPach of the nmltitlulec, who de,irP o;rood 
and cheap food.'. " 

Hon. A. G. C'. HAWTHORK: Is that nut a_ 
statcuwnt of fad? 

Hon. K W. H. FowLES: Uan everybody 
g<'t ch<>ap llsh in Brisbane to-day? 

HoN. T. ;\;EVITT: This is what you may 
term a half truth; and frequently a half 
truth is wor~P than .a lie. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: It must be fa.irly 
truP if yon admit it is a half truth. 

Th0 l'RESIDEKT: Order! 

liON. '1'. l\KVIT'l': Th0 dav beforp these 
rPgulations were franwd. or t'he State took 
charge of iht• fishin!'( induetry. what w;" the 
position? 

SPveral lu.m. g-PntlPnwn iuterjPeting 
:-.ilnn]taneously--

Tlw PRBSIDEN'T: OrdH: I must ask 
hon. HH-'lnher::- on each 8idP to cease interjec
ting-. The Hon. :Mr. ;\;evitt has the floor, 
a.nd has tiH" right to speak without intc•rrup
tion. 

HoN. 'T. N.B:VITT: If the hon. gl:ntkman 
c·xp<'cts to get fish at the same price to-day 
H'l ,in pr{~-\"> ar tinH~, si1nply because it is 
'liP)>lied by the ·State, I hope· at a later 
period of the o;pssion I will have his assist
a,nc0 v·;hf•n I shoW where there has been a. 
large• amount of profiteering taking place in 
a. good many other commodities, 

Hon. E. \V. H. Fowr.ES: You will hav<> 
1ny as-.istance. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: It is absolutely im
possible to-day to get fish or any other com
modity at the same price as in pre-war 
<la.ys. That is what, in clause 12, they state 
they art> not getting. \Ye know they are not 
getting it. Every eommodity for which you 
have to pay anything costs a great deal 
more to-day than it did four yea1,, ago. 

Hon. K W. H. Fowr.Es: But you 
promisPd chc·ap food. 

Hox. T. ?\EVITT: \VP tried to hcp our 
promi.,cs. In many N'spects I may tell th<> 
hon. gentleman tha.t fish is considerably 
cheaper to-day compared with what it was 
four years ago, considering the a1nount that 
is paid to the tlslwrnwn who produce it. 
l'rior to the establishment of the State 
market the fishermen got on an a ver&ge 
about half the price they are getting to-day. 
In a good many instances they did not get 
c•Ycn half the price, and BomPtimes thev had 
eYen to dump it because no one woul(l buy 
it from them at any price. To-clay, when 
thP conditions are improved with the object 
of encouraging the fishing industry, why 
should the hon. gentleman trv to break down 
the regulations? · 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: We do not do 
that. 

Hon. T. Nevitt.] 
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Ho,-. T. NEVITT: If the hon. gentle
man had his way in doing away with thE' 
regulations he ha' enumeratml, that would 
be the effect. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FowLES: Not at all. You 
bring in amending regulations, 

The PRESIDI~~T: Order : Order! 

Hox. T. ~EVITT: The next dame to 
which I wish to take exception is clan&• 14. 
It reads-

,, Fishermen, by being practically con
finPd to one market and hampered by 
rna.ny swre restrictions, are menaced by 
a monopoly which may rob them of the 
fair return for their diflicult and danger
ous toil and reduce their irregular and 
)lard-won earnings to a pittance far le-<" 
'than the living wag0." 

How many markets does tlw hon. gentleman 
want in Brisbane? In the first plac·e th0n• 
an~ two n'larkets, practically. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FowLES: _-\re there, or an• 
there not? 

Hox. T. XEVITT: \Vynnum is a market 
as far a~; the fishernwn arc concerned. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: Mr. Justice Real 
>ttys "practically" means there is not. 

Hox. 1'. NEVI'l'T: ~h far as the fishermen 
an~ con<:erncd. it is a rnarket. Thov can 
sell their catch at ·wynnum; they do not 
110ro to come to town, If they catch any 
fish betwpcn \Yynnum and town, they can be 
deposited at South Brisbane. Therdore, 
there• are two markets. That is not the first 
error I have pointed out in the hon. gent],_ 
man's motion during tlw day. 

Hon. E. \Y. H. FowLE>': But the petition 
is p(•rfP·etly correct there. 

Hox. T. XEVIT'l': I say the petition is 
not <'Ol'rcer. ·wh<~n it. say~ ·· eonfined to one 
Flarket . . , 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: When• is the 
other? 

Hox. T. XEVI'l'T: I say Wynnum. 
Hon. R. KU)!:\ER: Southport, Sandgate; 

wherever tlwy catch fish they can sell them. 

Hox. T. ~EVIT'l': They can put them on 
rail, and the State supplie,, them· with cases, 
hampers, or whatr>ver is necessary to pack 
them. Therefor(•, besides the markets I have 
named, as far as the fishermen are con
cernPd, when•ver there arc rail facilities 
there arc• plar,•s where they can dispose of 
their fish. Therefore, clause 14 is again not 
in accordance with fact. 

Hon. K W. H. FowLES : It is in accord
ance with section 9 of the Act, which your 
Gov<lrJH1H~nt are not carrying out. 

Hox. T. XEVITT: Clause 14-which is 
drawn np. I ]n·c•sume, by the hon. gentleman 
-stab:s they have one market only. I state 
there are several markets, and the hon. 
gentleman eannot deny it. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FOWLES: I certainly do 
deny it. 

Hox. T. XEVITT: If you do, you deny 
what i' a fact. 

Hon. E. W. H. FoWLES : Can you show 
me a " Governnwnt Gazette" appointing 
more than one market ? 

Hox. T. XEVITT : Can the fishermen 
""]] tht>ir ibh at Wynnum:? 

Hon. E. \V. H. FowLER: You say so, and 
thP Ad says they cannot. 

fHon. T. Nevitt. 

Ho:s-. T. XEVITT: 'J'he hon. gentleman 
dare not deny it when I say they can dispose 
of thPir fish at \Vynnum, and at any point 
wh(•re there are rail facilities. 

Hon. E. W. H. :B'owLES: Well, they flout 
the Act if they do. 

Hox. T. XEVI'l'T: It does not matter 
wlwther they flout the Act or not. If it is 
in conflict with th<' Act, it is not the only 
tinw that a rPgulation has been in conflict 
with an Ac·t: and it is not the only time 
the hon. gentleman has drafted a regulation 
in conflict with an Act. I now come to clau--e 
16 of the petition. 

[7.30 p.m.] 
Hon. P. J. LK\HY: How many clauses 

arc there altogcother ~ 

Ho:>;. T. XEVITT: '!'here are quite a 
number of them. I hope I am not wearying 
the hon. geutkrnan, The latter part of that 
clause says-

" Your petitioners have already suffered 
oo severely that they were compelled to
ask for independent inspection by the 
Health Department, and although relief 
was promisPd, the unsatisfactory con
ditions still continue." 

\Vho are the petitiorwrs who have "suffered 
so S('Vcrc>h·'': Onlv th<' fish hawkers and 
the fish d~alNs. · 

Hon. E. \V. H. FowLES: The House wa'• 
told that an independent inspector wa.B 
already appointed. 

Hox. T. XEVITT: I understand that such 
is the case. The only way in which those 
people have ,,uffered was in losing what they 
might have gaint'cl when there was a glut 
of fish in the market before the State took 
over the control of the industry. How many 
of those men would bid for those fish when 
thev were off<>red at auction? I have heard 
a gentleman on the other side of the House, 
who was at one time >1 member of the Fish 
Board, say that ht> had seen hundreds of 
bushels of fish going down to the bay to be 
dumped into thc> sea. Who gained by that? 
The men who havP signed this petition. 
Hon. members opposite have not been able 
to produco a single statement from a fisher
man to show that he wa' not getting a better 
price for his fish to-day than he was pre
viously. 'l'he G,hcnnen admit that they are 
better off to-day than they were formerly. 
'l'he hawkers and the dealers are the only 
perwns who have suffered b:v the change' 
which has been pffected in the manner of 
conducting the fish industry. Hon. gentle· 
men have heard the names of petitioners read 
out bv the Hon. Mr. Bedford this afternoon. 

Hm;. A. G. C. HAWTHOR": He said he 
was giving them to us correctly, but I de 
uot know whether he was or not. 

Hox. T. C\EVI'l'T: I sirnply heard the 
names read ou~, and I cannot say whethH· 
they were given correctly or not. I undtr
stand that. the bulk of the men who are 
engaged in catching fish are at least 
Britishers. I am not going so far as to say 
that a man who is in this countrv should not 
have the protection of the laws of the 
country; hut p,r Wl' to go out of our way tf' 
give certain nwn the opportunity to fleN·e 
the fishermen and the public? 

Hon. E. \V. H. Fowr..Es: ~o. 

Hox. T. XEVITT: If you disallow thes~ 
regulations, that is what you will do. Seeing 
that the fis!wrmPn who have to suffer the 
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perils and danger~ of the sea are satisfied, 
and that the consumers are satisfied, why 
should not we be satisfied? Onlv one-seventh 
of the men who are supplying fish to the 
market are taking any interest in this peti
tion; and ar<' we going to legislate for a 
minority of one-seventh. and ignore the in
terests of the other six-sevenths? \Vould 
that be democratic government. or hone't 
government, or just government? 

Hon. A. G. C. H.\WTHOR~: Have the 
minority no rights? 

Ho~. T. ~EVITT: Yes, the n1inoritv have 
rights, and they should be respected, but 
not at the exp<>nse of the majority. Clause 
18 says-

" Your petitioners snbmit that a steady 
minimum and fair market for their fish 
is desirable in thP i nt<'rests of all 
suppliers--" 

Quite true, and thP State has br•eu able to 
accomplish that objf'et-

" and that it is in the inter<>sts of all 
eonsmneJ·s that suppliers be left free to 
trade with any possible bu:n•rs.'' 

That is where tht• ilsh d<>alc•rs and hawkers 
·want to come in; thPy ·want to con1e in at 
the expense of the• Jishernwn, and fleece all 
hands. 'I'hose pt>ople can go to the State 
fish market and buy i1sh on thr• same terms 
and ~auditions as th<> State shops are supply
ing. Is not that legitimate 9 

Hon. E. \Y. H. FowLER: That is not the 
mbjeet at all. 

Hox. T. :\EYITT: 'I'hat is tlw subject of 
dausC' 18. I do not wish to repeat ad 
nauseam the argument I used in the early 
stage of my remarks. Then•for<>, I shall 
eontent myself with saying that the hawkers 
and dealPrs can trade on exactlv the same 
terms and conditions as the Stat;, fish shop, 
and they should not ask for anything more. 
During the time t!lC' Hon. T. L. J ones was 
~<peaking. some hon. member opposite asked 
if Shte enterprise could not C'llter into com
petition with other people? V\'0ll, as was 
clearly explained by the Hon. Mr. Jones. it 
is not ah1 ays politic or wis<> to attempt to 
accon!plish the object _w_e are aiming at by 
allowmg free compehtwn. But there is 
really nothing to complain of in this matter. 

Hon. K \V. H. FowLES: What is the 
prayer of the petition-to disallow excessive 
C'harges? 

Hox. T. :\EVITT: There are twenty 
clauses, and I must take the1;, seriatim, in 
order to show the unfounded charges which 
have been made against the State control 
of this busine''· The statements ma·de w<>re 
not proved. To finish the latt<>r portion-of 
the clause, it is stated-

" The suppliers be left free to trade 
with any possible buyers without any of 
th~ delays prejudicing the condition or 
the price of the fish.'' 

'l'hert' is no dl'!ay. They can leave their 
order at .the i1sh market, and if the supply 
is sufficientiy large it is told out to the 
different fish dealqrs in proportionate quan
tities. \'i'hat can be fairer than that? Why 
should one man, because he can control a 
good banking account, be allowed to take all 
the fish on a ,day when the supply is short 9 

lB it not more equitable when, as now, it 
is dtealt out according to their requirements 9 

Hon. R. SnrXER : They do uot like it. 

Hox. '1'. NEVITT: Thev do not like it; 
but why should we take any notice of com
plaints of this kind? 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES : The prayer of 
the petition is to disallow excessive charges, 
which everybody knows to be outrageous. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: If the pray~r of the 
petition referred to excessive charges ohly 
I do not think we should have had the 
debate which we have had. I am prepared 
to sit down now, if the hon. memb~rs will 
let them go. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: The charges are neces
<ary for proper administration. 

Hon. E. V\7 • H. FowLES: No. Your own 
s!de admitted that the charges were exces
SlVP. 

Ho~. T. ~EVIT'l': Clause 19 says-
" N~ither in ~ew South Wales nor 

in \Yestern Australia, or in any other 
part of Australia, is the fish industry S? 
embarrassed or retarded by such condi
tions. The present conditions trend to
wards driving fishermen out of the local 
industry.'' 

The way in which they have driven them out 
i~ this-that in tw~lve months they have 
got 253 tons more fish deposited through the 
mark<>t than was deposited before, and at 
a better price. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: They ought to 
g,pt that in om• mouth. It is a State fish shop. 
'I'he whole thing is a lumbering futility. 

The PRESIDENT : Order ! I must ask 
hon. gf'ntlemen on both sides to allow the 
Hon. Mr. Nevitt, who has the floor, to con
tinue his speeeh without so much interrup
tion. 

Hox. T. NEVI'l"I': The petition proceeds-
., The present conditions trend towards 

driving fishermen out of the local indus
try, in which ('ase consumers would have 
to' depend upon imported fish, although 
large supplies can be secured near at 
hand under altered conditions." 

\Ye are increasing the supply. Ther~ is no 
denying the fact that this petition is got 
up in the interests of the fishmonger and 
fish dealer. Under all conditions, the fisher
man's life is not a particularly happy one. 
The public have a good deal to be thankful 
to the fisherman for. In Great Britain the 
i1shermen have done fine work during the 
war, in patrolling the coasts and along the 
Dagger Bank, and other places. 

Ho~ot:RABLE ::YIE)IBERS: Hear, he-1r l 

Hox. T. Nl<JVITT: The object of the 
State, when th<JY took oYer the fish industry, 
was to give better conditions to the i1sher
men and the fishermen have responded to 
the 'call. Durino- the past twelve months 
thev have supplf~d half a million pounds 
moi·e fish than was supplied before. Is not 
that answering the call? The State has 
spent a good deal of money to encourage the 
fisherman, and to help him to get a fair 
and dec<cnt price for his products, an~ to 
c·nable the public to get a good a~t~cle, 
because it is admitted that the conditiOns 
under which fish is now prepared, cleaned, 
inspect<>d, and placed. upon _the market have 
rE'sulted in the public gettmg a clean and 
wholesomE' article at the State fish shop. 
ThE'v were not certain of getting it before 

, Hon. T. Ntvitt.] 
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the State fish shop was established. Then, 
the petition says-

" Thirdly, to increase and cheapen the 
fish to the public." 

l have already stat~d the reason why it is 
impossible to cheapen fish at the present 
time. In some instances, I believe that fish 
!Wen now-although we are working under 
,,ery adv.;rse conditions-is supplied cheaper 
than it was supplied by the fish dealers 
prior to the inception of the fish market. 
In the aggregate, fish, I understand, is a 
iittle dearer for the reason I have stated
that you cannot get any article for the price 
fOU could get it at in pre-war days. 

Hon. R. Su;vrNER: Y·ou cannot g-<>t a figher-
man's net or benzine. · 

HoN. T. NEVITT: It has come within the 
knowledge of rltlite a number of people that. 
prior to the framing of these regulations, 
~here was a movement on foot by thP 
!ish dealers and hawkers of Brisbane to estab
lish an independent market. Why should 
they be allowed to come ill at this stage 
~nd undermine the industry by e~tablishing 
,, market of their own? 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: No; bring in a 
,·evised scale of C'harges--that is all the 
House asks. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: I am dealing with the 
oetition as presented. I just want to refer 
to one or two other regulations, to sell what 
the injustice is which the;y say the:J; want 
·:0medied. \VP now comp to l'PI!tdatiOn 41, 
which provides-

,, The metropolitan fish market i, 
hereby appointed as the place for inspec
tion of all fish brought into the metro
politan fish supply district. Fish may 
also be inspected at such branch markets 
und depots as may from time to time be 
"stablished and appointed for such pur
pose by the Commissioner." 

What is wrong· with that? I am not very 
"ure as to whether a man can get his fish 
cnspected at \Vynnum. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: That i,; just the 
noint. That regulation is not in ('Onformity 
w-ith section 9 of the Act. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: You have to remembel' 
t,hat the bulk of th<J fish is distributed from 
che vicinity of Victoria Bridge, and the fish 
i~ inspectPd there. Should tlw fish not be 
:nspected' 

Hon. E. W. H. FoWLES: Regulation 41 
loes not go far enough. It nc(•ds amendment. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: The hon. member would 
have an inspector wherever a boat lands-at 
Breakfast Creek or any other crePk. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: I "·ould have one 
at V\.,..ynuurn. · 

lioN. T. NEVITT: I >at on a committee 
not long ago with the hon. member, who 
realised the impossibility of haYing an in
spector evPn at every butter and cheese 
factor_\', at which they turn out very large 
quantities of produce; and. if that be so, ho\Y 
'-'ould we have an inspector at every landing 
where there is a fisherman with half a 
Jozen ha skets of flsh? 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: Not every land
ing. I want the Act maintained. 

Ho);, T. NEVITT: If he does not want to 
comply with that, he can sell to the State at 

[Hon. T. Nevitt. 

a better price than in the l?ast, and a]! the 
fi;;hermen, with twelve exceptwns, are satisfied. 

Hon. P .• J. LEAHY: Has not a minority got 
rights~ 

HoN. T. NEVITT: Certainly they have, 
and I respect their rights. The rescission 
of the regulations would mean that the people 
who are complaining would benefit and the 
90 per cent. would be losers. I say that 
no democratic House-and I am often told 
by my friends on the other side that this is 
the only democratic Chamber--would do that. 
Hon. members want to legislate for the one
seventh as against six-sevenths. Clause 74 
was very ably dealt with by my friend the 
Hon. ::\fr. Sumner, who knows this question 
from A to Z, and it was dealt with also by 
the Hon. Mr. T. L. Jones. But there are 
one or two points which I think warrant 
rderence to them. Subclause (c) provides, 
with reference to fishmongers' and fish 
YPndors' licenses, that they-

" Shall not be transferable except as 
proYided in clause {f) hereof." 

'!.'he hon. member wants to make a license 
transferable at anv time, under any condi
tions. I say that a'll inspector controlling th<' 
industrv should have control over any fish 
hawker' or fish dealer. Subclanse (d) provides 
that the license--

" Mav be suspendoo for anv period not 
exceeding three months, or may be abso
lutely revoked by the Commissioner upon 
Ponviction of anv breach of the regula-
tions." ~ 

If a man commits a breach which th6' Com
missioner thinks is sufficient to justify him in 
suspending his license, should it not be sus
pended? 

Hon. ]!j, W. H. FowLES: Is there no 
appeal? 

Ho~. T. ="JEVITT: I think he can appeal 
to the !ish board. 

Hon. E. W. H. FoWLES: You think? Can 
you show me where there is any appeal? 

Ho~. T. NEVITT Have the regulations 
be0n har,,hlv administered? The hon. mem
ber wanb 'to do away with all the safe
guards. 

I-I on. E. W. H. FOWLES: Not at all. 

HoN. T. ="'EVITT: Well, th:>re is a. safe
guard hPrP. If the breach Is suffimently 
great. the Commissioner ran have the power 
to revoke his license. 

Hon. K W. H. FowLES: And kill him and 
gaol him! 

Hox. T. NEVITT: That is where the hon. 
member frequently puts his foot in .it-when 
he makes statements that are not m accor
dance with facts. It is not right to put him 
in gaol ·and nobody is asking for power to 
do so. 

Hon. K ·w. H. FowLES: I ask for a court 
of appeal. 

HoN. T. XEVITT: There is the appeal to 
the board. If an inspector deals out any
thino- but evenhanded justice the fisherman 
can lodge his petition to the board. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FowLES: Where does it
say that? 

HoN. '!.'. NEVITT: That is the natural 
inference. 

Hon. E. W. H. FoWLES: We want to amend 
these regulations. 
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HoN. T. NEVITT: 'l'he hon. member 
wants to do away with them altogether. 
He occupied some consi·derable time in 
showing that they were not necessary. 

Hon. E. "\V. H. FOWLES : Oh, no ! An 
amended form is necesary. 

HoN. T. :;'\fEVITT: Where is that amended 
form? 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES : We are not sup
posed to draft that. All tl:>o Council can do 
is to disallow. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: I think the hon. 
member should have foreshadowed some 
means by which they could be amendecl. He 
takes exception to certain regulations and 
does not state on ·what grounds, beyond some 
brief statement made in the petition which is 
not in accordance with facts. Then' we come 
to subclause (c) which provides-

" Shull be kept at and put in a con
spicuous place in the retail section of 
the premises wherein the licensee carries 

, on business, and shall be produced on 
demand to anv officer of the Commis
sioner, or me1nber of the Police Force 
or intending purchaser." ' 

Is that not right? 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: Quite right. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: But the hon. member 
wants to delete it. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: Oh, no ! 

HoN. ·T. :!S"EVITT: That is his motion 
tn·actically-rescind it; disallow it. 

Hon. E. W. H. FoWLES: That is all this 
Council cun do, 

HoN. T. NEVI'l'T: The hon. member is a 
gentleman of the law and knows quite suffi
cient-at least I give him credit for that
about drafting amendments in regulations or 
Bills to know how to do it here and I 
want, as a layman, to point out 'that he 
wants to strike them out and to draw atten
tion to the effect it is going to have on the 
country and the community. 
[8 p.m.] 

Hon. E. \V. H. FOWLES : You can gazette 
amended regulations to-morrow, and thev 
ought to be ready. · 

Hm;. T. NEVITT: Subelause (/) reads-
" The license held by a fishmonger or 

fish vendor shall be transferable only in 
the event of such person disposing by 
sale of his interest in such business, pro
vided that notification of such sale is 
made in writing to the Commissioner by 
the vendor, and a transfer of the licens"e 
effected and registered bv the purchaser 
within fourteen davs of the date of such 
sale." "' 

Yet the hon. gentleman proposes tha.t that 
should be disallowed. 

Hon. E. W. H. FoWLES: ="at that para
graph. 

HoK. T. NEVITT: .Accord,ing to t·he 
motion, the hon. gentleman wants that dis
allowed. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: That part is all 
right. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: The only time at 
which a license should be transferred is 

when the vendor ;., disposing of his business. 
and then he must give reasonable notice ti· 
the inspector that he is going to do so. 

Hon. E. "\V. H. FOWLES: You know ven 
well we cannot disullow part of a regulatio~, 
without dieallowing the whole r<>gulation. 

HoN. T. XI<~VITT: If there is anything 
in the contention of the hon. gentleman, th,. 
motion should not ha Ye been tabled at all: 
there is no necessity for it if the hon. gentle, 
man had the interests at heart of anyon< 
but the petitioners. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FowLER: This was men
tioned months ugo. 

HoK. T. NEVITT: When did the regula-
tions con1o into force? 

Hon. E. W. H. FoWLES: On 15th May. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: Several months ago. 
Hon. E. "\V. H. FowLES : They provoke<i 

a storm of opposition at onc-e in the Press. 
Thev were withdrawn at Maryborough. 
They are not in operation at the present 
time at "\Vynnum or in South Brisbam•. 
exr<.'pt ·in i\O;ne disfa.voured directions. 

HoK. T. N:BJVITT: There is quite c, 
number of re.gulations in existence to-day 
that are not enforced. The hon. gentleman 
knows that there is quite a number of ActR 
of Parliament on our statute-book that ar•· 
not enforced. 

Hon. E. W .. H. FOWLES: WelL overboard 
with them, if they are not doing any good. 

HoN. T. NI~VITT: The hen. gentleman 
knows it is not so easv to throw them over
board; and there are "times when it is very 
handv to have those statutes; and it wiH 
be very handv at times to have these regula
tions · ·but it· does not follow that they are 
going to be enforced under all conditions 
a.nd at all times. They are only there to be 
brought into execution when needed; and. 
if the hon. o-entleman had considered that 
aspect of th;.' quPstion, I do not think h<·' 
would haw tabled this motion. Subclanse 
(g) reads-

" The licen,;~e of anv "uch premis8s 
shall not permit any sanitary convenien~ 
to be situated in any room where fish IS 
prepared or kept ; and any sanitary 
convenience. and also any stable, shall 
be so situated as to be completely cut 
off from any such room by cross ventila
tion.'' 

What is wrong with that? 
Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES : That is all right. 
HoN. T. NEVITT: Does the hon. gentle

man want the old conditions back again? 
Yet the hon. gt'ntleman wants to wipe that 
out. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: You know we' 
have to disallow the whole regulation; W'" 

cannot disallow them piecemeal. 
Hox. T. NEVITT: Subdause {h) reads-

" He shall not receive or store upon 
his premises any unwholesome fish; and 
any such fish found therein or thereon 
may be seized and destroyed by the Com
missioner or his officers, and such licensee 
shall bear all expenses in connection 
with such ,;eizure and destruction." 

Does .the hon. gentleman want that out? 
H"n. E. W. H. FowLES: How are you 

going to exact the payment of expenses from 
the licensee ? 

Hon. '1' . .Nevitt.] 
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HoN. T. NEVITT: The licensee should be 
charged with any costs that are incurred in 
<Carrying out that regulation. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES : But how are you 
going to collect them? 

HoN. T. NEVITT: If the licensee will 
not carry out his instructions, and the inspec
tor authorises certain work to be done and 
sends men to do that work, whatever that 
work may cost the license(> will be charged 
with the expense. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: But what 
machinery are you going to use to get the 
money? 

HoN. T. XEVITT: The ordinary law 
court procedure that is put in force by the 
Crown. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FowLES: You want another 
clause in after that indicating how you are 
going to recover. 

Hox. T. ::'>EVITT: Will not the common 
law apply? 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: Certainly not. 
You don't expect me to decide that here. 

HoN. T. XEVITT: The hon. member put 
a question to me and I a.nswered him. The 
Crown would have no trouble whatever. The 
hon. member need not be afraid that the 
Crown will not be able to protect itself. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: Why not put 
in an additional clause there and save a 
lawsuit? 

HoN. T. NEVITT: A lawsuit would only 
be necessary if the licenst-e objected to pay 
the charges. 

Hon. E. W. H. FoWLES: Most of the 
speeches on vour side proceed on the 
assumption tha't we are attacking the regu
lations_. \Ve are only proposing to improve 
them m every case. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: I contend that the 
hon. gentleman is attacking the regulations; 
he says that the regulations should not be 
allowed. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: In order that 
they may be improved. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: But the hon. gentle
man has not given any indication as to how 
they are to be improved. I am pointing out 
the serious danger that would arise if we 
adopted the motion. It is the old story of 
choo~ing the les~er of two evils; and I think 
that tho lesser evil is to adhere to ~he,e 
regulations. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: You could haye 
new ones gazetted to-morrow. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: The hon. gentleman 
has had from May until he tabled his reeolu
tion about a fortnight ago within which to 
indicate in what way he wanted the regula
tions amended, and he has not given any in
dication. Yet he expects the inspector to draft 
new regulations and have them put in opera
tion at the hon. member's sweet will in kss 
than twenty-four hours. See the unreason
ableness of what the hon. member suggests ! 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLEs: He has had a 
week already. 

Ho)/. T. NEVITT: He does not know 
that he has to draft any new regulations. 
The Government do not consider that there 
is any necessity for new regulations; and I 

[Hon. T. Nevitt. 

understand that the inspector and the fish 
board are of the same opinion. 

Hon. E. \Y. H. FowLES: Are they proud 
of the regula.tions? 

Ho:K. T. NEVITT: Those whose interests 
we should look after, because they are not 
as well able to look after their interests as 
the fish hawker a.nd fish vendor, are satis
fied with these regulations. The man who 
catches the fish-that is tht- primary pro
ducer-is satisfied with the regulations. 

Hon. E. \Y. H. FOWLES : He has signed 
the petition against them. 

HoN. "T. NEVITT: I come then to dause 
(i) which reads as follows:-

" He shall permit inspection to be 
made of his premises, equipment, and 
appurtenances relativ·e to such business 
at all reasonable times." 

That is the clause that is contained in 
nearly all our regulations, and where is 
there anything unreasonable in it? In con
nection with a commodity such as fish, which 
will not keep except under the very best 
conditions. it is necessar,v that inspectors 
should have the right of free access to the 
premises of anybody selling such an article, 
at all times, and yet the hon. gentleman 
wishe,; to wipe out that clause. The follow
ing subclause (j) reads-

" He shall not carry fish intended 
for sale for human consumption except 
in a Yehicle, box, basket, Oi" other 
approved conveyance or appliance which 
is so constructed as to exclude all risk 
to such foods of contamination from flies, 
dust. or other impurities or agency of 
disease." 

Again, does the hon. g<'ntleman see the 
trouble that will arise if his motion is 
carried? He would lea ye it to the sweet 
will of the fish vendor to place his fish upon 
the market under the most crude conditions. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: That is not true. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: That subclause is for 
the protection of the public. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: J'\o one objects to 
that subclause. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: Then, why did the hon. 
gentleman move his motion? I am trying 
to show to the hon. gentleman that we want 
this article of food plac.ed upon the market 
under the most hygienic conditions. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: So do we. 

HoN. 'I'. NEVITT: Then the hon. gentle
man is taking a very peculiar method of 
carrying that out. when he wants to di~allow 
n:gulations which have for their primary 
objed the placing of ~his arti<;l'! on the 
market in the best poss1 ble cond1twn. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: You are dealing 
with a matter that is bad in parts and good 
in parts. 'Ve want to wipe out the bad 
parts. 

HoN. T. NEVITT: The hon. gentleman 
wants to le<>'islate for one-seventh of the com
munity at" the expense of the other six
sevenths. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: It is the only 
way we can do it in this Council. 

HQN. T. NEVITT: The hon. gentleman 
has not learned the lesson that one would 
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have expected him to haw· learucd consider
ing the time he has been here. Then sub
clause (k) rea·ds-

" He shall not carrv in such vehicle 
or other container any unsound or un
wholec•ome article of food at thL· same 
time as fish is being carried therE' in." 

-If an in"'pector stopped a fi,h hawker and 
finds a portion of the fish unwholesome, why 
should the fish hawker be in a position to 
say, " I know that is unwholesome, but I 
am not going to sell it." The fact of the 
fish being in a cart shoulc! be prii.na facie 
eYidence that the hawker intends to dispose 
of it to the 11ublic, and ii that regulation 
is dinllowed, a good deal of unwholesome 
fish will be placed on the market at great 
risk to the lives of a good many in the com
munity. The next subclause is (l), which 
reads-

" He shall not permit customers or 
other persons to ovf'rhaul or handle any 
fish offered by him for sale." 

That is a well-a·dopted principle in con
nection with a good many trades. 'I'here 
are some people who haYe the impudence 
to go into a shop and overhaul a great 
quantity of the food in that shop and. then, 
in some cases, do not buy anvthing. That 
re!(ulation is absolutdy necessary to stop 
that kind of thing. We have regulations 
under the Dairy Produce Act which prevent 
people suffering from certain diseases from 
being employ·ed in the dairying industry. A 
good many people suffer from contagious 
diseases of one sort or another, and without 
this regulation these people could not be 
prevent.ed from handling fish. Then I come 
·to subclause (nl'), which is as follows:-

" He and all persons employed by him 
shall, when engaged in the receiving, 
handling, preparing, or selling of fish 
in connection with such trade, business, 
or occupation, always wear a elean de
tachable apron made of washable mate
rial, which shall be worn on the outside 
of his ordinary clothing." 

\Yhat. is there against that? That is only 
carrs~mg out the hygienic conditiom which 
the public have been nsking for a long, long 
time to apply to this industry. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: Nobody objects 
to that. 

Ho". T'. NEVITT: Does the hon. gentle
man object to any of the regulations? I 
have dealt with quite a number of the 
regulations and the hon. gentleman keeps 
on saying, "Xobody objects to that." It 
~eems to me that there is no objection to 

. anything, and yet the hon. gentleman moved 
his motion. Now I come to subclause (n) 
which reads- ' 

"He shall maintain hi' person and 
clothing at all times in a clean condition 
and shall be held liable for the cleanlines~ 
of the person and clothing of ench and 
every per.,on so employed by him." 

What is there wrong with that? That regu
lation is necessary in order to have fish 
placed on the market in a clean and "hole
some condition. There is one more clause 
that I wish to quote. Clause 78 rea,d.•-

" Any holder of a license under this 
Act who is convicted of an offence under 
these regulations shall be liable at the 
discretion of the Commissioner 'to have 
his license canc,dled, in additi~n to any 
other punishment that may be inflicted 
upon him." 

That is only reasonable. If any vendor of 
fish commit~ a crime for which he has been 
punished b.r the law courts, and the inspector 
considers that that man should be pr·evented 
from following the calling of a fish vendor 
for the future, for the protection of the 
community, t!H Commissioner 8hould have 
power to cancfll his license. 

Hon. K W. H. FoWLES: Without appeal? 

.Hox. T. XEVITT: Yl·•··, in a cas0 of that 
Ion d. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: You put a man's 
br.·~•ad and butter at the sweet will of the~ 
Commissioner. 

Ho". T. XEVITT: That is not putting 
a man's broad and butter at the s"'"ot will 
of the Commissioner. Quite a number of 
people commit crimes that have a great effect 
on the welfar·e of the community, and for 
which they receiYe no punishment. If a 
man is guilty of putting an article of food 
on the market quite contrary to what it 
purports to be, that man should no longer 
be allo"~ed to foliow that particular calling. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FOWLES: You would 
punish him twice? 

HoN. T. NEVITT: I would punish him 
a thousand times for that kind of thing. 
How often do we find our inspectors under 
the Health Act taking samples of milk from 
the milk vendors, and at times it has been 
found that the milk has been adulterated to 
the extent of 70 per cent. with water? That 
nulk frequently is supplied as food for in
fants, and yet the hon. gentleman tells me 
that it would be too heavy a punishment 
to preyent such a man from following the 
calling of a milk vendor in the future ! I 
say no penalty is too great for such a man 
and the same argument applies to the fish: 
monger, or any other n>ndor of foodstuffs. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES : You must be just. 

Hox. 'I'. ~EVI'l'T: That is justice. I am 
·dealing out justice to those who are unable 
to pro~ect the~selves. An infant cannot pro
tect himself. He cannot see that the milk
man supplies him with pure milk. We arl'l· 
told by the Government analvtical chemist 
that there is something like £300 or £400 
collected in Brisbane for fines imposed on 
account of the watering of milk. 

Hon .. A. q. C. H.nnHORX: But they do 
not have their licenses taken away until thev 
have been convicted two or three times. · 

HoN. T. ::\"EVITT :. I would take it away 
at the fi1;st offence, If I had my way. In 
t~at partwular respect the law is not suffi
CIC';tly. severe. No punishment is too great 
to_ m/het nr;on men who are guilty of that 
kmd of thmg. In conclusion, I wish to 
emphasise one or two little points. The first 
is that no bona fide fisherman has ever 
lai.d a complaint before the fish board. I 
t~mk th.at th.at proves to any ordinary, un
biassed mdividual that these regulations are 
neccS'·a.r:,-, and are not inflicting any undue 
h>:rdship upon .anybody. The next point I 
wish to emphasise is that at the present time 
fishermen can sell their fish at Sandgate 
~Wynnum, South port, and Tweed Heads; and: 
If they are not prepared to sell their fish 
at those places, thev can send them to the 
State fish market to be purchased, and the 
full market price will be given-which they 
never had an opportunity of getting before. 
The last point I wish to emphasise is that 
the fish is bought in an unclean condition. 
It is cleaned, gutted, and placed upon the 
market in a wholesome condition. That 

Hon. T. N,~vitt.] · 
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was neYer done before. I wish hon. gentle
men to ;.erionslv consider what would be the 
effect if this motion were passed. I hope 
the mover, even at this late hour, will see 
his way clear to withdrawing the motion. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHOR='J: We havf, 
heard a good deal from the other side in 
defence of their suggestion that these regu· 
lations should be paosed as they are. I must. 
say that what we have heard has not been in 
any way convincing. We have here a peti. 
tion from a large number of vendors, fisher
men, and hawkers. 

The SECRETARY FOR :YITNES: Read the list. 
HoN. A. G. C. HA WTHOR='J: I am not 

going to attempt what the Hon. Mr. Bed
ford attempted. I cannot undertake to pro
nounce those names properly. I know what 
Venizelos is. He is the sort of Greek I 
admire. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : Do you claim 
that that petition is signed by fishermen 
supplying the market with fish? 

HoN. A. G. C. HA \VTHORN: We claim 
that a dozen of those fishermen are included 
i:t; this petition who actually supply fish 
either to the State market or to the public. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : But there are 
eighty-four suppliers. You only haYe one
seventh of the suppliers. 

f!:ox .. A. G. 0. HA V\"f'HORN: Thev hav<e 
thmr rights as well as anybody else.· Here 
we hav<J a petition which is signed by a 
number of what we may take to be reput
able, d_ecent :nen, carrying on business in 
connectwn With the fish industry. Thev 
say, first of all, that they are not getting 
proper preatment at th<;: fish market, that they 
are bemg charged excessive charges. We 
know that those excessive charges must be 
passed on to somebody, and the r.;sult will 
be that the general consumer will have to 
pay more for his fish. That is borne out 
by the figures which were published in the 
" Courier " this morning. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES : The Hon. T. L. 
J one.s effectively replied to the " Courier " 
statement. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN : He was not 
convincing. He did not touch upon the la.st 
part of the quotation at all. This quotation 
shows the retail shop price before the Go
vernment took control of the industry and 
the present State retail price' to be-- ' 

"Mullet (winter), private enterprise, 
2~d. to 3d. per lb. ; ·cheap food' Govern
ment-that. is the present Government, 
who earn<; m on the cheap food cry, a.nd 
were gomg to cheapen evervthing-
4~d.-·-" • 

. The SECRETARY FOR MINES : They are quot
Ing uncleaned fish. Don't you know the 
.cJiffer~Jnce? 

HoN. A. G. C. HA \VTHORN: 
"Mullet (summer), pri;-ate enterprise 

4d. ; 'cheap food' Government, 6d.--"' 
An HoNOt:RABLE MEMBER interjected. 
HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I do not 

know any of the petitioners. I ha.ve no 
brief for them, a.nd I should be sorry to 
SfJA the conditions go back to what they 
were some years a.go. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: This Council 
brought about the reform. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: 
" Tailer, by private enterprise, wa.s 4d. 

·to Sd.; by the 'cheap food' Government 
[1ton. T. Nevitt. 

jt wa:::. ~~d. Bn•tun \Va::-; Sd. under privat,f 
f'Htt~rpriS('. and 5~J. by tht .... Govf'rnmpnf, 
\Yhiting \Va~ 7d. und~~r priYatr- Pnt-el 
pri"·· and 9cl. by the Government 
ma.d«'I'PI. lOd. under private entPrpri"'. 
and l,;. 3d. by tlw Gon•rnment." 

I quote thi' for the puepose of showing thai
then• is >.omP disparity, and there is no doubt 
'''e arn not g(•tting fish as cheaply as wt~ 
ought. 

Hon. L. 1'loJJoxALD : W 0 are getting it 
cheaper than any State in the Common
wealth. 

Hox. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I belie''" 
that is not so. 

The s~~CRETARY FOR MINES : Last week I 
<juot<:d the prices for Sydney and l\1elbourne. 

HoN. A. G. 0. HAWTHORN: I am sur· 
prised that the Minister ha.s not offered tu 
m~et us in somo way. There is no doubt 
there are exce,sive charges. When corn
plaints of thiil kind are made it is the duts 
of the GovernmPnt to try and have them 
got rid of. 

Th<' SECRETARY l!'OR MINES : There is IlL 

eharge to thos~ who supply the fish market. 
HoN. A. G. 0. HA WTHOR='J: Of course, 

that is onlv getting in by a side-wind. The 
Government, and their supporters who hav<' 
spoken. have admitted that they want tr, 
get a Government monopoly. 

The 1'\ECRETARY l!'OR MINES: Quite right. 
too. 

HoN. A. G. ''C. HAWTHORN: I sa.y it 
is not right; there should be no monopoly. 
The Government ought to be prepared to 
enter into competition with everybody els(', 

'I'he SECRETARY l!'OR MINES : As long as we 
are giving thf'. people cheap, who!fjsom<" 
fish--

Hox. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: You art' 
not giving them nearly as much fish as the:y 
desire, and that which you are giving them 
is much clearer than it used to be, and than 
is being charged by private (lnterprise. Th~ 
petition states this-

.. .';" otwithstanding the pro;-isions o·f 
the Act for the prevention of exce86ive 
dues and charges, both for marketing 
and inspection, as promulgated in the 
regulation of 16th May, 1919, and now 
in op<jration, are enormous and oppl'!JS· 
sive, and threaten to wreck the fish Irr 

dustry within the metropolitan a,'l'ea. 
The former scale of dues and charges, 
which would be light when compared 
with charges in other parts of the world, 
has be<Jn suddenly expanded by charges 
reaching as high a.s a. 900 per cent. in
erease.'' 

The Hon. Mr. Nevitt a,dmitted that sonl< 
of the chargE'"i ar~ increased by 

[8.30 p.m.j 900 per cent., and that thert' 
had been only £8 charged under 
that particular regulation. The 

Goy<:>rnnwnt are out for a monopolv; if they 
think that increase of 900 per cen£. in their 
charges will help them, it will be enforced, 
as there is !'very opportunity for their 
enforcing it. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : The people a.r<c 
satisfied. 

HoN. A. G. 0. HA \VTHORi\': The people 
are not satisfied. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : You ·are l'epre
senting the middlemen; we are representing 
the consumers and the fishermen. 
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The PRESIDENT: Order! I trust that 
hon. gentlemen will allow the Hon. Mr. 
Hawthorn to make his 'peech, and not 
interject in this manner. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: As I have 
said, tho Hon. Mr. Ncvitt has 8.dmittcd that 
there has been an increase of 900 per cent. 
in soue of the charges. Certainly the new 
charges frequently represent as high as 150 
per cent. increase on the value of the fish. 
The petitioners go on to say-

" The imposition of cxtr.10rdinary dues 
and cha,rges confers no bonefit either on 
the suppliers or on the public; the former 
are reaping nothing for the burdensome 
levy. and the extortionate demands made 
by the regulations unnecessarily made 
fish a dear commodity and not within 
the reach of the multitude who desiro 
good and cheap food." 

The consumer is certa,inly not being treated 
properly, and gets no advantage under these 
regulations. It is admitted that there are 
some wrongs which need revision, and I 
think the Government should offer to frame 
new regulations to meet the difficulty. I 
would advise the Minister to get the Com
missioner of Trade, who now takb charge 
of the whole thing, to meet the persons con
cerned, and if they a,re suffering any griev
ances to try to remedy those· grievances. 
If the Government want to do tho host thev 
can for the pub] ic and the fisherma.n, let the 
Trade Commissioner meet the objectors who 
have presented this petition. There can be 
no harm done by following that course, and 
it may lead to a, solution of the whole diffi
culty. In the meantime I woulcl suggest 
that this debate be adjourned. I think we 
ha.ve forty clap within which the regulations 
can be thrown out. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'vii'iES: You can allow 
the motion to <tand on the business-sheet 
until the end of the e cs .. ion, as long as you 
move the motion within fourteen da.ys of the 
laying of the regulation'· on the tabie. 

HoN .. 'l.. G. C. HA\YTHORN: What I 
want to do is, firstly, to prevent the Govern
ment getting a monopoly; secondly, to see 
that the consumer is Hot saddled with the-e 
exc'\._;.,,~;ivo charges, because he has to pay 
every time; and, thirdly, to see that a fa,ir 
deal is given to the fishermen and all tho 
other people concerned. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD : And wipe out the 
insanitary condition of things. 

HoN. A. G. C. HA \YTHORN: I think wn 
would do that if we wiped out the hon. 
gentleman. The hon. member alwa,y; re
minds me of a little steamer which used to 
run up and down Sydney Harbour. It was 
put together in Mort's Dock, but they made 
a mistake in its construction. They put in 
a small boiler and a big whistle, and when 
tho whistle ble\\ th.o engines stopped. 
(Laughter.) 

Hon. R. BEDfORD: You ought to·have been 
a "Lauder." 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: However, 
as I say, we ha,ve here a petition from a, 
number of reputable citizens who say that 
they are suffering under a grievance. I 
would suggest to the Minister that this 
debate bo adjourned-I have no doubt that 
some one on this side of the House or on 
his own side would move the adjournment
and that the Commissioner for Tra,de confer 
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with theoe persons who allege that they have 
a grievance. If these excessive charges are 
imposed, they will have to be paid by the 
consumer, whether they are imposed by the 
State or anvbodv else. As that portion of 
the Houses' of Parlimnent which is acting 
for democracy, it is our duty to see that the 
democrat, and the community generally are 
properly looked after. \V e do not want to 
get back to the old system which obtained 
here a year or two ago, nor <lo we want to 
see the .. consumer saddl0d with these exces
siYe chrnges. 'l.'lwreforc, I suggest to the 
J'vlini:;ter that he "hould adopt the course I 
have m0ntioned, and cccure a conference 
between the State Commissioner and the 
persons concerned, which will probably lea·d 
to a solution of the whole difficulty. 

I-I oN. A. SKIRVIKG: I think if the Hon. 
Mr. Fowles would adopt the suggestion 
made to the House by the Hon. Mr. 
I-Ia'sthorn and ,-,ithdraw his motion, it 
would be a very good thing for both his 
side -of the House and ours. I understand 
that there are a number of men who consti
tute the fish board-

lion. E. W. · H. FowLES: The fish board 
have gone to heaYen, and the Commissioner 
has taken their place. 

Hox. A. SKIRVIKG: Well, I think the 
hon. gentlc·man would have done better if 
he had laid the complaint of these fish 
Ycndors before the Trade Commissioner. If 
he had done that, perhaps thes'? regulati~ns 
would have been amended to sU!t all parties 
concerned. It appears to me that the Hon. 
Mr. Fowles has brought in this rnotion, not 
with a desire to assi-.t those whom he pro
f•·-.ses to be trving to assist, but to assist 
the men who u~.ed to get profits out of the 
fi,hermen. In fact, in the old days, those· 
men were exploiters of the fishermen. Under 
the regulations brought in by the Gove_rn
ment, the fishermen have a, chance of makmg 
a living. The hon. gentleman knows why 
those regulations were brought in. He men
tioned the fact that ls. 6d. is charged for 
the inspection of a, single crab. The regul:>
tion imposing that charge was brought m 
for a purpo .. e. It would bo well if the Hon. 
Mr. Fowles would withdraw his motion, a,nd 
trv to get th<> Commissioner to alter the 
regulations. The hon. gentleman spoke last 
week of the men who signed the petition, 
bnt there are very few genuine fishermen
thosP who make their living by fishing all 
the '·ear round-who have signed the peti
tion." Those who signed it are men who a,re 
making their living outside the fishing in
dustrv. The motion asks that the regula
tions" relating to the fish industry, of 16th 
1\Iay, 1919, be disallowed by the Council, that 
indep<mdent inspection of fish be arranged, 
and that other convenient markets be pro
vided. The hon. gentleman said that there 
was only the one market in South Brisbane, 
to which all the fish had to come, but the 
position is that 75 per cent. of the fish is 
sold bv the fishermen at \Vvnnum. As the 
hon. gentleman knOW'', the regulations were 
framed to prevent men who occasiona!Jy go 
fishing and get a fairly large catch of fish, 
including, perhaps, a big groper, from selling 
these fish to the " dago " without inspection. 
The regulations have been fairly successful 
in preventing tha,t practice. The Hon. Mr. 
Sumner has interjected that he would be 
very pleased if the petitioners would la;v 
then charges before the Commissioner. 
Woul·d it not have been far hetter if the 

Hon. A. Skirving.] 
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Hon. Mr. Fowles, in the first place, instead of 
vnsting- the time of the House in debating 
the petition, had interviewed the Commis
sioner? 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORX: He had to do 
it within fourteen da.ys after the ~egulations 
were laid on the table of the House. 

I-IoK. A. SKIRVI;\!G: I am satisfied the 
Hon. J\Ir. Fo1dc' could have got them 
altered in two clays' time if he had gone the 
right wa;· ''bout it. It would have been an 
easy matter for him to get the regulations 
amended. 
. Hon ... \. G. 9. HAWTHORN: Why not ad
JOurn, as I suggested? 

HoN. A. SKIRVING: Why does the Hon. 
Mr. Fowles not withdraw his motion? There 
were two fishermen on the Commi,;ion, and 
there have been no complaints from the 
fishermen ns a body. The Hon. Mr. Fowles 
has been entrusted with the task of bringing 
a petition from the Greek vendors of fish
or, as one hon. gentleman said, the fish and 
chip potato vendor,,, The man whom these 
regulations were designed to help has been 
g-iven a decent livinil' through their opera
tion. The Hon. Mr. Fowles will remember 
that before the regulations were framed the 
fisherman had a very bad time, but to-day 
he gets a chance to earn an honest living 
becau.Je of them. , 

Hon. E. W. H. Fowr,Es : There was a big 
depuhtion on 26th June to the Government 
on this matter. 

HoN. A. SKIRVI~G: Who v.as the depu
tation from-the vendors or the fishermen? ' 

Hon. E. vY. H. FowLr:s : Delegates to the 
Master Fishermen's Association. A deputa
tion of fishermen waited on the Acting Chief 
Socretary. I have tho report here. 

HoN. A. SKIRVING: Out of the eighty
four men who signed the petition you can 
on]:, claim eleven fishermen, and out of that 
eleven, I do not think there are two who 
follow fishing aii the year round. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: One of the leaders 
was a member of the f1sh board. 

Hox. A. SKIRYING: I am talking about 
the men '-' ho sigm•d this petition. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: Over forty of 
the men were bona fide fishermen twelve 
supplying the Government under <.:o'ntract. 

Hon. '.r. L. JONES: Onlv eleven of them' 
vvorking under agreement. " 

Hox. A. SKIRVI'.';'G: The position is that 
the Hon. Mr. Fowles has not brought this 
motion forward in the interests of the in
dustry-that is, of the men who go out to 
sea, and do the hard work of fishing. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN : Why should 
we not consider the consumer? 

HoN. A. SKIRVING: As far as the con
sumer is concerned, I am of opinion that he 
is getting better fish. 

Hon. A. G. C. HA WTHORK : And clearer 
fish. 

Ho:-~. A. SKIRVING: It may bo clearer, 
but I am inclined to wonder whether, if there 
had not been a Labour Government in power, 
he would have got any fish at all-he would 
have had to import it. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: What did we get 
before? 

HoN. A. SKIRVING: Dear fish and rotten 
fish prior to the establishment of the market. 

CHon . .A. Skirving. 

In the old days if there was a lot of fish 
in the market which people did not want, 
there would be no chance of selling it, with 
the result that later on people would get it 
at 2s. a bushel, and put it in the ice works 
for themoelves. Some hon. gentleman said 
to-day that the fish wa,, kept in ice for 
ee.-eral months by the present Administration. 
I know that in the old days it was kept in 
ice for a longer period than that. When 
there waf, a slackness. out the fish would come 
and the public would pay a great deal more 
than we have to pay at the present time. 
The Hon. Mr. Fowles knows that, and he 
also knows that, even supposing that we are 
not getting cheaper fish, we are getting 
better fish, ar:d that the men are getting 
a decent living. In the old days I think 
they would average from 25s. to 30s. per 
week. 

Hon. R. su:-rNER: Not that. 

HoN. A. SKIRVE\G: Certain evidence 
>•·as taken before a Commission with regard 
to the fish industry, and it would be most 
interesting if it were placed on the table 
of the House. There is some evidence that 
,, Tom" vVelsby gave, and I think he knows 
as much about the industry as any member 
of thi•, Council or anv fisherman. If 
memuers oppo.,ito v·ere to i'eacl that--

Hon. R. SUliiKER : They are all representa
tive of '' -dagos" on that side. 

HoN. A. SKIRVING: If members oppo
site would read that, I am confident that 
when wn came to a division the Hon. Mr. 
Fowles ,yould be left " on his own," and 
that other members-becauce I am convinced 
thev ar<> fair-min-ded-would come over here 
in the interests of the men whose interests 
the Hon. Mr. Hawthorn said we should 
look after. The Hon. Mr. Fowles said he 
·did not want all the Tegulations wiped out. 
He can go before the Commissioner and 
get anything that is wrong remfldied. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Then we would lose 
our right to disallow the regulations. 

HoN. A. SKIRVIXG: I am a new member 
here and I do not know what effect it would 
have' if ,,, e did that ::tnd another place, did not. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Either House can do it. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FoWLES: They could bring 
in fre'h regulations to-morrow. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : There is another 
way of defeating you. 

Hon. E. W. H. FoWLES: Surely, it is not 
a question of defeating one another. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Surely, fish should be 
above party politics ! 

HoN. A. SKIRVI~G: It is not fish we 
are bothering about but the regulations, ::tnd 
the', have served 'their purpose, and 'Yill 
continue to serve their purpose of blockmg 
people from_ gettingT their fish to the " d~go;;" 
at lower pncl'.S. V"Vhen the Hon. Mr. Nevrtt 
was speaking, an interjection came from the 
other side to the effect that the Government 
did not want a monopoly, but these men have 
a monopoly. 

Hon. A. G. C. HA V: THORN: We do not 
want that, c<Htainly. 

HoN. A. SKIRVING: But the wipi:rg 
out of these regulations is going to assrst 
them to get it. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: Oh, no ! 
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HoN. A. SKIRVING: There is no doubt 
about that. Every member of this Council 
knows that prior to the''" regulations they 
had absolute command of the market, and 
if they did not want the fish they were 
able to block it from getting to the pt:ople. 
Without these regulations the fish buBiness 
"'ould have been in the hands of a certain 
du•;s of the community whilst the fishermen 
-they are the main consideration with me, 
the men who do the work-would have been 
getting the pittance they used to, that is, 
25s. to 30s. per week. Under these regula
tions they arc able to get a decent living 
wage. For these reaBons I intend to oppose 
the motion. 

HoN. L. McDONALD: I want to say a few 
wor·ds in opposition to the motion, and be
fore I conclude I propose to move as an 
amendment, that all the words after " That" 
in paragraph (1) be deleted with a view to 
inserting the following words:-

" The regulations relating to the fish 
industry and promulgated on the 16th 
May, 1919, in the ' Queensland Govern
ment Gazette,' No. 175, be amended." 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: In what direction? 

HoN. L. McDONALD: That is the amend
ment l am going to mo"ve, but I want to say 
a few words in opposition to the motion. 
Members on this cide have spoken and 
.;~verely criticised the statements in the peti
twn, hut nmther the Hon. Mr. Fowles or 
am· of his supporters on the other side have 
gin•n us any valid reasons whatsoever as 
to why th" motion should be carried. I never 
se• w any petition that was such a mass of 
vague generalities and unsubstantiated evi
dence as the one we have before us. A num
ber of the statements made by the Hon. Mr. 
Fowles in his speech are in the same category. 
I want to ·deal first of all with clause 12 of 
the petition-

" The imposition of extraordinary dues 
and charges confers no benefit either on 
the suppliers or on the public; the former 
are reaping nothing from the burden
··0mo levy; and the extortionate demands 
made by the regulations nece'"arilv make 
fish a dear commodity quite out o'f reach 
of the multitu-de who desire good and 
cheap food." 

\V!1en t_he Hon. Mr. Hawthorn was speaking, 
I mterJected that fish were cheaper in Bris
bane than in the Southern States and in re
futation of that portion of the petition which 
c.~ys that the demands made by the regula
ti:ms_ make fish a dear com_rnodity and not 
withm the reach of the multitu-de who desire 
good and cheap food, I want to quote a 
comparison of the retail prices of fish in 
three States. The balance in favour of 
Brisbane is most marked. This comparison 
is bebyeen the prices at th~ State retail shops 
m Bnsbane and the retail shops in Sydney 
and Melbourne. 

[9 p.m.] 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: Who compiled 
those figures ? 

HoN. L. McDONALD: They are official 
lir;ures from the State Fishery Department. 

Hon .. E: W. H._ FowLES : Where do they 
get their mformatwn from regarding Sydney 
and Melbourne? 

HoN. L. McDONALD: The prices are 
obtained from the State fish shops in Sydney 

and thQ general retail prices in Melbourne. 
Of course they have not got State fish shops 
in Mt•lbourne-

~ I ~ I 

.p~-::U :~~!I' -~ 11."'""'2 
p., , "-< I 

J.Ielbo11rne 

----- ___ , ___ , _____ _ 
v;r 1b i p,~r ~b i 

o· 5~ 1 o " 1 1/6 to 3/- per doz .• 
1 accordmg to 

1Iullct 

Bream 
Whiting 
Flathead 
Gartish 

I 
size. 

0 6 0 ]0 ~d. to 1 d. per lb. 
~; ~ 1 ~ ~ 6,- to lC: - per doz. 

rrailf'r ... 
Schrmpper ... 
SchnapJJer 

0 8 I 0 9 2/- to?'- per doz. 

;;J ! ~I~ 
4 

(tilleted) ' 
)lamJ,YgtLi ... I 0 9 I 
Bhckfish ... 0 ~~ ! 
Butter Fish ... I 0 n , 
Jewll-.11 ... 0 10 I 
John D.-wy ... 0 ·} I 
Leatherjackets 0 5 

--'----

0 7 
0 6 
0 8 
0 lO 
0 H 
0 5 

1 

L- to L~_per lb. 

I 

I 
Hon A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Who eats 

lcatlwrjackl'ts? 

HoN. L. McDONALD: They are con
sidered quite an edible fish in Sydney. I 
have n.;ver eaten them myself, but when I 
have be<'n in Sydney, going round the dif
ferent parts of the harbour, I have noticed 
amateur anglers fishing off the wharves and 
catching lc,therjackets, and when I asked. 
th"m if they regarded them as edible fish, 
tht>y said they considered them quite a 
delicacy-

B.ris.ba.ne S~ate 
.Shopx. Sydney. 

Smoked roes lOd. 1s. 1d. 
Black Trevalli 3~d. per lb. 7d. per 11;1. 
Smoked fish 9d. per lb. 10d. per lb. 

With quite a number of fish it is not pos
sible to institute a comparison, because they 
are peculiar to one State or the other; but I 
think the prices I have quoted ar<; an abso
lute refutation of that part of paragraph 
(12), which says- ' 

" 1'he extortionate demands made by 
the regulations nece,'>arily make fish a 
dear commodity, quite out of reach of 
the multitudE) who desire good and cheap 
food." 

The Hon. Mr. Fowles said in his speech that 
it was difficult for customers to get fish, 
and I have some figures which show that 
even in the early stages of the State fish 
shops the number of customers who have 
been supplied at the State shops in Brisbane 
ig very large. The number of customers 
served at the Victoria Bridge shop in twelve 
months was 185,542; at the Valley shop in 
seventeen weeks the number of customers 
served. was 69,215; at the Roma street shop 
in two and a-half weeks-of course that is 
the most-recently opened shop·-the number 
o£ customers served was 6,746. The total 
number of customers was 261,503. The 
amount of fish distributed through the 
suburban agencies which have been opened 
in various localities from the middle of 
2\lay to the end of June was approximately 
2~ tons. I think those figures rebut the 
statement made by the Hon. Mr. Fowles 

Hon. L. McDonald.] 
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that consumers cannot get fish. Since the 
advent of the State; fish market and the 
State shops, the people of Brisbane have 
been able to get fish with greater facility 
than ever before. It is quite a fact, as 
state-d by th.; Hon. T. L. Jone>, in a very 
able contribution that he made to this de
bate, that un-der the old order it was prac
tically impossible on many occasions, when 
there was an a bun dance of fish, for con
sumers to get it, simply because the gentle
men who are in the main the signatories to 
the petition formed the old fish combine; 
and, sooner than put a large quantity of 
fish on the market that would b<J likely to 
bring down the price, the:> would send it 
back to the fishermen at \Y:nnum and other 
places, and they would hitve · to dump it 
into the sea. Any man who has frequented 
tlw fornhores of thf,l bay, and who has been 
associated with fishing even in an amateur 
way, knowe that. prior to the establishment 
of the State Department, the dumping of 
good edible fish back into the sPa to kei]p 
up the price amounted absolutely to a 
scandal. 

Ofttimec. when fish were l'lentiful. par
ticularlv in the mullN seaeon, the fishermen 
;, ould 'not go out and catch fish. because 
the0 knew tlwy ran the risk of having it left 
on their hands. I was particularly interested 
some time ago in a Bill that was passed 
by this Council last vear. That was an 
amendment of tbe Fisheries Act. which gave 
the Governor in Council power to open 
N erang Creek. I sometimes g-o down to 
Southport. and in my peregrinations there I 
have become friendly to some extent with 
the n;cn who are engaged in the fishing in
du-try, and a' that particular time I had 
;:-cpresentation". made to me asking me to do 
what I could to get· that creek opened, and 
I did so. Of course, it was not necessary 
for mP to speak about that matter in this 
CounciL becan•c· hon. gentlemen recognised 
the justice of their daim, and passed the 
Bill without debate, for which the Southport 
fishermen are very thankful. From my own 
knowl,•dge of the fishermen at Southport, I 
know that they are more than satisfied with 
the conditions' under which they catch fish 
an-d supply it to the State market. To me it 
is not a satisfactory state of affairs when a 
petition like this ~s brought in signed by 
on_ly dc•·cn suppliers out of eighty-four sup
p!Jers. I venture to sa> that if I had the 
time and inclination, a'nd took the oppor
tunity of going to the genuine fishermen who 
supply the nwtropolitan fish ma.rket, that 
I would get 99 per cent. of them to sign 
a petition for the retention of these regu
lations that the Hon. Mr. Fowle> is seeking 
t-o have disallowed. I could bring just as 
influential a petition in rebuttal of this peti
tion, and, as a matter of fact, a more in
fluential petition, because it would be 
representative of the producers and not 
represenhtive of the middlemen 'who prior 
to the advent of the State Fishery Depart
ment, were the people who exploited not only 
the fishermen, but who exploited the public 
of Queensland. \Ye have seen time and 
again special pleadings being made "in this 
Council for vc,ted interests that had been 
attacked by the legislation of the Labour 
Government, and here again we find special 
pleading on the part of the Hon. Mr. 
Fowles and those supporting him in favour 
of those who constituted what was a power
ful fishing ring before their exploitation was 

[Hon. L. McDonald. 

interfered with by the establishment of 
State Fisheries Department. The Hon. Mr. 
Fowles states that he does not want these 
regulations absolutely abandoned, but that he· 
wants them arnended. If that is what he 
wanb, why does not he say so? Why does 
he say he want. them disallowed? To any
one w~o has reoJ.d and studied these regula
hens, It would be an absolute 'candal and" 
disgrace for this Council to pass the motion 
that the"e regulations be disallowed. 

Hon. R. SUM:\ER: \Vh:, do they come to 
this Council? 

I-Iox. L. McDONALD: This Ohamber is 
where the vested interests are represented, 
and it is the back door by which those people 
get their wishes carrie-d out. Regulation 41, 
which they seek to have annulled, reads-

" The metropolitan fish market is 
hereby appointed as the place for inspec
tion of all flsh brought into the metro
politan f1sh supply district. Fish may 
also be inspected at such branch markets 
and depots a·. may from time to time 
be established and appointed for such 
purpose by the Commissioner." 

What is there in the mind~ of those who 
,,·ant that regulation wiped out? I kno··v the 
Hon. 1\Ir. Fowlcs will say that he only wants 
it amended, but that is not what the motion 
says. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: That IS the only 
way we can do it. 

Hox. L. McDONALD: That is not the 
only way to do it. I am moving an amend
ment that the regulations be amended, and 
the Hon. :Mr .. Fowles's motion is that they 
be disallowed. He does not ~uggest that 
other regulations be put in their pLlce, 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLE3: You have no 
power to amend the regulations. 

Hox. L. McDONALD: It can only be a 
recommendation. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: No. Disallow&& 
is an actual fact, but amended is only a 
pious wish. 

Hox. L. McDONALD: What do they want 
after having this regulation di"allowc d? Do 
they contend that there should be no place 
of inspection? I would like those hon. mem
bers who know anything of the fishing in
dustry to cast their minds back to the con
ditions that obtained prior to the establish
ment of that up-to-date fish market which 
we have at the end of Victoria Bridge. I 
have been through the fish market up Stanley 
.,trcet, where the most unsanitary condition& 
prevailed. Fish were exposed under the most 
unsanitary conditions, and the absolute lack 
of any strict regulations regarding inspection 
and sale was something to be deplored, while 
now we have something approaching a ·sane 
method of inspection and marketing, and as 
sanitary a method of handling fish as it is 
possible to get. There is no doubt that these 
markets aro the most up-to-date in Australia, 
and it ie ridiculous to say that the regula
tion should be done awav with, and the fish 
taken to some unsanitary place. There is 
nothing definite about the motion. It asks 
that the regulation be wiped out altogether. 
Then they propose to wipe out regulation 62, 
which reads-

" Every person who intends to carry 
on within a district the trade, business, 
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or occupation of hawking and itinerant 
vending of fish shall first obtain from the 
Con1rnissioner, or the manager, inspector, 
ofiicer in charge, or other duly authorised 
ofiicer-

(a) Registration as a hawker or 
itinerant vendor of fish; 

(b) A perw,it so to do upon each and 
every occasion of such hawking or 
itinerant vending. 
"The Commissioner ma:v refu"e to 

grant such registration and 'permit with
out assigning any reason." 

Hon. gentlemen pro:1ose to take away the 
po·,, er given to the Commi;,ioner under 
th . Act to require persons who carry on 
busmtss of a fieh vendor to have a license. 
\Ye know thnt every firm has to be registered, 
.and the hawker of every other commodity 
has to have a license. 'l'he Hon. Mr. Fowles 
<lrd not tell us what they propose to insert 
111 place of these things. He did not even 
DJ!er a .suggestion. He simply comec; along 
with this bald announcement that he wants 
e,l] licenses cancelled. ·whether they are 
perso

1
r.rs of cleanly habits, or suitable for 

har:d,Ing a most delicate and perishable 
article of foodstuff-no matter whether the 
man might be diseased or anything else
no person has the power to sa v he is not a 
cfit and proper person; all liceiises are to be 
-cancelled. I ask hon. members if that is 
-.nything like a sugge5tion that would 
"Ommend itself to the consideration of 
re:tsonable men. I contend that it is not 
R<'gulation Ko. 75 says- · 

"The manager or any officer author
ised by him shall haYe power to enter 
the prenusc:, of any fishmonger or fish 
Ycnclor within the district at all times 
during ~Yhich such fishmonger or fi8h 
Yendor IS open for the sale of fish to 
inspect any fish therein, and to examine 
all places, ve,scls, receptacle;, or utensils 
uc.ed for storing, keeping, and holding 
fiFh. The manager or such other officer 
may ·•·top and inspect any barrow, cart, 
Dr other vehicle, container, or convey
alL" us~d by any fishmonger or fish 
vendor, and the driYer or person in 
charge of any ·such cart barrow or 
other vehicle, container ~r convP,/ance 
shall stop the same who;, so required by 
the manager or such ofiicer and shall 
permit inspection to be m~de thereof 
and of any fish therein." 

Hon. E. \V. H. FOWLES: It makes the 
manager of the Sbte fish shop the boss of 
·every fish shop in Queensland. 

HoN. I~.· McDONALD: He is not only 
the manager of the State fish shop, he is 
the head of the whole fish business. Will 
any hon. member opposite contend that it 
is an unfair thing, in the interests of public 
health, to have some responsible person--

Hen. K \V. H. FOWLES : Oh, yes; say the 
·Commissioner for Public Health and I will 
give way at once. \Vhy should the manager 
.of a riYal establishment boss everybody else 'I 

Hm;. L. McDO~ALD: The manager of 
the State fish shop i> an expert in these 
matters. Other officers may be appointe•d. 
la not a man who is an expert in the fish 
business, or someone who is expert in that 
pfirticular department, more able to satis
factorily inspect fish and decide whether 
they are in a fit state for human consumption, 

than an ordinary Health Department inspec
tor? I think he is the best person. It is 
more essential in dealing with the fish supply 
than it is with any other food commodity 
which we conoume to have every possible 
a yenue open to inspection, to see that the 
people get their food clean, wholesome, and 
in a state fit for human consumption. I 
showed by the official figures I quoted that 
fish is being supplied more cheaply in Bris
bane than it is in Sydney or Melbourne. 
Here is anothPr regulation which they 
propose to ha Ye disallowed-

" Any holder of a license under this 
Act who is convicted of an offence under 
thes'' regulations shall be liable, at the 
discretion of the Commissioner, to have 
his license cancellBd in addition to any 
other punishment that ma) be inflicted 
upon him." 

\Vhy should not the Commissioner have the 
power to refuse a license to anyone who has 
boen convicted of an offence under these 
r · gula tions ? 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: He could refuse 
them all and haYe a monopoly. vVe under
>tand that, and that is what we are opposing. 

HoN. L. McDONALD: I think it is abso
lutely e_:sential to have a regulation such as 
that. The Hon. :Y1r. Nevitt delivered a most 
trenchant criticism of the motiYe that appar
ently wa, behind tho·ie who got up this 
petition in endeavouring to have thf\se regu
lations annulled. I think in thio matter we 
must bo Yer~- careful about anything that is 
inspired by the source from which this peti
tion comes. \V e know that they are the 
people against whom the whole of the popu
lace' were crying out prior to the establish
ment of the State fish shops. \V e know that 
the majority of the signatories to that peti
tion wne people who had practically the 
monopoly of the wholeiale and retail fi,sh 
business in their hands, and it is those people 
whom the GoYcrnmnit were out to strip of 
their monopoly in the inter-Ests of the whole of 
the people, who are beginning to squeal, and 
are behind this petition. I say they shoul-d 
have no quarter. As far as I am concerned, 
thev \\'ill get no quarter. They had their 
cla:;:, and they made their undue profits out 
of the community. They can submit to the 
regulations in the same way as any other 
honest retailer, and they will get equally 
fair treatment from the Government. I 
would never be a party to their getting 
an·thing more than a fair •deal-which they 
would get if theH' regulations were dis
allowed. I think the fi .,h industry is one 
which ought to be safeguarded and pre
served in ewry possible way, right through 
every stage from the catching of the fish 
with the not, line or trawl, to the time it 
is put into human consumption; because 
eyerybody knows it is one of the most perish
able of human commodities, and it is one 
which. if not properly and carefully handled 
and looko·d after in every stage. is liable to 
cause disease and sickness. It is more sub
j cct to taiiJ.t than is any other food. V'! e 
also know that it is one of the most beneficial 
foods that we can get. I think our fishing 
grounds ought to be exploited morB than 
they are. 

[9.30 p.m.] 

The Government have invested in a trawler 
for the purpose of testing the grounds. I 

Hon. L. McDonald.] 
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have hero a little pamphlet on ''The Com
mercial Fish and FishQrieo of Queensland," 
by Mr. J. Douglas Ogilvy, which shows that 
the1·e are great poF!JibilitieJ for opening fresh 
fields by means of trawlers. Hon. members 
opposite complain of the expense incurred 
in connection with this particular industry, 
but thf,'y should remember that it is in the 
pioneering btage. \V e ought to safeguard 
the industry from exploitation in every pos
sible way, so that it will be established as 
one of the major industries of the State. 
In support of my contention as to the im
portano~ and necessity of developing this 
industry, I propose to make a few quota
tions from the report of a Royal Commission 
on Victorian Fisheries and the Fisheries In
dustry. It is the latest report in c.onnection 
with tho fishing industry that has been 
made in any State of the Commonw~alth, 
and was issued in .June of this year. The 
first portion of the report deals with the 
neglect ·of tho industry, and the commis
sioners say-

" Our investig'1tions have convinced us 
that the importanc<: to Australia as a 
whole, and to Victoria in particular, of 
a properly developed fishing industry 
can hardly be overestimated, and that 
the industry, as far as Victoria is con
corned, is carried on at present in a 
wasteful and unsystematic mannec" 

That was the syst~m which obtained in 
Queemland p1·ior to the pre,ent Govern
ment taking the steps thev have done to 
regnlato the industry. The commissioners 
further say-

" An acre of water has been declared 
to be more productive and profitable 
than an acre of land. At a time when 
food is univeroally dear, it is little 
short of criminal that so valuable a 
field as the ocean should be left in the 
state of almost complet.; neglect in which 
our deep seas now remain-practically 
unexplored from the point of view of 
ichthyology, and worked, where they are 
worked, by inefficient and extravagant 
methods." 

Our obj.;ct should be, not to relax regula
tions, but to encourage the fishermen, the 
men upon v,hom the industry depends in 
the very first instance, to go out and work 
harder, to go further afield, and to win 
more and more fish for the market, so that 
there will be moro available for human 
consumption. 1'he majority of the men who 
arc signatories to this petition do not care 
for that. Th'"Y are only concerned about 
the profits they can make out of the indus
try. The aim and object of the Govern
ment ar<:: not profits, but to open up the 
fishing fields for the fishermen, so that good, 
wholesome food can be supplied, not only 
to the people of the cities, but, with the 
development of the schem~, to get fresh fish 
supplied to distant portions of the State, 
where the people never see a bit of fish out 
of salt water. The Secret;u·v for Mines has 
just handed me a stat~m<''nt showing the 
fish consignments to country towns during 
the past fortnight. For the fortnight ending 
29th August, 1919, the consignments of black 
and silver bream to Toowoomba were 9,400 
lb., to Warwick 4,372 lb., to Dalby 1,893 lb., 
and to Roma 1,720 lb., total 17,385 lb., or 
434~ trays. Here is a copy of an m·g~nt 
telegram sent by Aitken, Warwick, on the 
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16th August, 1919, to the Commissioner for 
Trade-

" Yesterday's consignment fish War
wick huge sucDess, completely sold out 
ju bvo hours.'' 

Ho~. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I rise to a 
point of order. The hon. m<:mber is re
peating what has already been placed before 
the House by another hon. member, and I 
do not think he is in order in doing that. 

HoN. L. McDOKALD: I am glad the 
Minister hnnded me that document, because 
it fits in \\ ith my argument. 

Hon. E. vV. H. FowLES: That is in sup
port of amending the regulation·,? 

HoN. L. McDOR\LD: I am adducing 
th0,e arguments to show that under the 
regulations, and under the S}"tem that the 
Government have created for the better 
supply of fish to the -consumer, the people 
are getting their '\'anh better supplied than 
they were previously. The scheme is prac
tic;tlly in its infancy at present. When the 
Minister handed me that very interesting 
rotnm I was quoting from the report of a 
Victorian Roval Commission. The commis
sioners fnrth~r say-

" Au,tralia, including Tasmania, has a 
coastline of some 12,000 mile"'• of which 
Victoria claims 680. While the que«tion 
has been debated as to whether the in
shore wah;rs and e·;;tuaries of our State 
are not yielding all that may reasonably 
be required of them, there seems to be no 
reasonable doubt of the abundance of fish 
to be had by venturing further out and 
using, syst.;matically, such means as the 
tra,vl." 

I•1 that paragraph the commisoioners advo
cate the development of the industry by 
means of a trawler. :::Vlembers opposite, and 
opponents of the Government outside, con
demn the extravagance and wastefulne"'" of 
the Government in investing money in a 
trawler as they have done, and point to 
the fact that it has not made a profit. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: It is reported 
that the trawler has lost £3,000 worth of 
nets already. 

Ho:-;. L. l\1cDOXALD: That may be re
ported but people say a lot of things that 
are no't true. An,v sensible man knows that 
th, fishing grounds cannot be discovered at 
once, that experiments have to be made, and 
that it may take a year, or a couple of 
""cars for the expert, of the Fish"'r.'· De
partment to be able to locate the grounds 
where they can get abundant supplies ?f 
fish that wil! make up for the lost way m 
the initial stag<•< of the venture. The New 
South Wales Government went in for State 
trawlers, one of which, the " Endeavour," 
evidently foundered, as no one knows what 
became of it. These losses are incidental 
to the development of a great industry 
such as hope to see the fish industry 
fstabli,hed by the St.ate bt<come in a fEJW 
years. Then there 1s a paragraph here 
~eferring to the searches of the Common
wealth trawler. 

The PRESIDENT Order ! The hon. gentle
man is quoting from a report dealing w_ith 
fisheries in another State, which has nothmg 
to do with the regulations in Queensland. 
If he wishes to quote anything in it which 
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is relevant to the question before the Hou":e, 
he will be at liberty to do so, but he will 
not be in order in reading the whole of the 
report. 

HoN. L. McDONALD: I submit that, as I 
go along, I am showing the relat_ion of each 
paragraph to the quec.tion at 1ss.ue.. The 
trawling industry, and the losses mmd_ental 
therdo were mentioned by way of mter
j<•ction' when the Minister v.:as speaki!lg. I 
am showing that the trawlmg expenments 
which the State Fishery Department are 
undertaking are ju,tifiecl by the report of 
experts in another State. 

The PRESIDENT: Order ! The question 
before the Council is not the question of the 
GoYcrnrnent trawler~although nearly every 
hon. member hao referred casually to that 
subjer:t~but the di;·allowance of the regula
tionJ. 

Hox. L. I>lcDOXALD: I am very sorry, 
J\lr. Prc ~iclent, but I must bow to your 
ruling. 

The PRESIDE~T: The hon. gentleman 
may quote anything which is relevant to the 
qu<'stion, but not too lengthily. He must 
not read the whole of a report like that. 

Ho!-<. L. McDONALD: I consider that this 
report is relevant to matters raised during 
the debate. My contention is that if we 
pe '·' this motion for the dieallowance of the 
regulations which the Government has drawn 
up for the better control of the fishing in
dustry, it will only be a matter of time when 
we shall relax other regulatiom, and the 
f1shery industry will go back to the condi
tions which existed in the bad old days 
before the Labour Government stepped in 
and regulated it~not only in the interests 
of the fishermen who brave such hardships, 
but also in the interests of the consumers 
generally. If hon. members opposite get their 
way in this matter they may endeavour to 
interfere with the clenartment in regard to 
the purchase of a trawler, on the ground 
that it is not necc>ssary. They have been 
saying that the expense is not nec-essary. 

An Ho~OURABLE ME:\JBER: The losses are 
not. 

Ho~. L. McDONALD: It is a matter for 
the exports. No man makes a profit in a 
mining venture until he strikes a reef. In 
this instance, the reef is a shoal of fish. I 
want to quote a portion of this report. which 
has more particular referenre to the Queens
land industry. It says~ 

" It is unthinkable that this great 
industrY can make progr(''S, or indeed 
escape "decay, unless there is a definite 
understanding of the habits of the 
creatures with which it deals. It must 
nec0<0arih fail to secure the best returns, 
nncl there is ever the danger of actual 
injury to the business if it proceed 
blindfold. Your Commissioners are forced 
to the conclusion that the only means 
whereby the fi,h,"rics industry may 
develop to its fullPst extent, and con
tinue to he a consistent som·c • of wealth. 
is to make the matter one of national 
eoncern.'' 

These Commissioners urge the necessity of 
making the fish business a national concern. 
I want to see it a wholly protected national 
concern in the interest of the people, and not 

tinkered with in the interests of private 
Ycndoro, as the motion proposes to allow. 
The report goes on to say~ 

" They regard the industry as of pri'?e 
importance to the people of V10tona, 
and consider that the State should spare 
neitlwr effort nor expense to place it on 
a sound footing, and direct its energies 
into right channels." 

Th""t is not a Labour or socialistic Commis
sion, but the;v say that the State should 
enare no effort or CX!'f"'>Se to place the 
;;,clu,trv on a sound footing. \Vo find hon. 
glmtle~en here coming along in the int-er_ests 
of 1-,ig vendors to trv and get regulatwns 
which arc nuessary w the proper conduct 
of the induotrY annulled. and not suggest 
atn-thin" rc'lsonable in their place. 'There 
i' another paragraph with rcferenco to 
Qqeenslancl trawling, which I wish to quote. 
It ,ays~ 

" .\s a preliminary to obtaining 
tr,tw]prs, the Queensland GoY·Tnmcnt 
intro<iuce·l the Pntcm now in fore' of 
takin<c at a definite price the whole of 
the catches made bv the fishermen which 
can be brought 'to the metropolitan 
rr1arkct." 

This ·was brought out i': ¥r. Gilmour's e~i
dcncc when the Comm1sswn came to Ens
banc-

" The prices are fixed for twelve 
months ahead at a time by a board com
)JO:"ecl of representatives of the fishermen 
and the Government. This, too, it is 
daimecl has worked satisfactorily within 
its li•nits. The first cruise of the trawler 
pun·hast·d by the Queensland Govern~ent 
ha, just been completed. The captam of 
the Vbsel stated that he had never seen 
such fine specimens of fish, nor fish of 
such good qualitv during all the time 
he had been tr~Zvling in New South 
\Vales waters." 

I think that the evidence which the Com
mission "Ot '"!cl the paragrar>h in their 
reClort with reference to the possibilities of 
th~ trawling indmtry in Queensland is very 
complimentary. It show'· t_hat those men, 
who were taking expert evidence, saw the 
possibility of a big busir;ess being built up 
in the direction of trawlmg. One rloes not 
know but that if we pass this motion, 
another will b;, moved disallowing some
thing else~inspirecl from the same quarter 
as this. Fired bv success in on,- effort. other 
craftv methods ~ay be adopted of defeating 
the State fisherv business. Thcr~ is a good 
deal more in this report which is applicable 
to the discussion, but I do not propose to 
read any more. Perhaps some other member 
who has studied the report to a greater 
extent than I have will have reference to 
it in the course of remarks which he will 
probably make to the Council. I fee) thcct 
it is a duty I owe to the people of B~1sba'?-e 
and Queensland to oppose the. motwn m 
order to prevent anythmg that w1ll n llow the 
regulations which have been found n;cessary 
for the proper conduct of the _fish m?ustry 
to be interfered with. I have g1ven evidence 
as to the prices that obtain in Brisbane as 
compared with the cities of the ~outhern 
States. The people here art< gettmg fish 
more cheaply. 

HoNOURABLE ::\1E}!BERS: No. 

HoN. L. McDONALD: Taking the pr_ices 
of other commodities and everything else mto 

Hon. L. McDonald.] 



ti32 The Fish [COUNCIL.] Supply Act. 

~onsideration, fish is cheaper in proportion. 
Every day you see advertisements in the 
papers that the State,. shops are selling 
wholesome fresh fish for 4~d. per lb. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER : Black bream. 

HoN. L. McDONALD: Yes, and very good 
fish. Under the old system you could not 
get it at a.ll. There is a lot more I might 
say, but I will conclude by moving the 
amendment which I foreshadowed. I move 
the omission of paragraph (1) with a. view 
to inserting-

" That the regulations relating to the 
fish industry and promulgated on the 
16th May, 1919, in the "Quercndand 
Government Gazette," ::'ilo. 175, be 
amended." 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: The Government 
moving to amend their own regulations! 

HoN. T. C. BEIRNE: I beg to move the 
2.djournment of the debate. 

The SECRETARY FOR :WI:--.rES: This 
is rather an unusual motion at thi··· hour of 
the day, to move the adjournment of the 
debate when a member has just moved. an 
amendment which has not been discussed. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: It is not unusual. It 
is so important that it requires time to 
-consider it. 

The SECRETARY FOR JYIINES: You 
~an take as much time as you like over it. 
An:·how, we are going to oppose the adjourn
ment of the debate at this stage. I think 
the promise I gave the other day that we 
would go to a division to-night--

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Did you not say before 
•6 o'clock? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Hon. 
members forced me to promise, or got me to 
make a promise, that we would go to a 
division to-night, and they are the first to 
break it by moving that the debate be 
adjourned. 

Hon. E. YV. H. FowLES: Your member 
has moved an amendment and absolutely 
prevented us from taking it. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: Hon. 
member· ought to finish this discussion to
night. It is not our fault that they have 
not the numbers here. If they wish to take 
a division on the amendment, they can do 
so. I have no objection to taking a division 
on the original motion so far as that is con
·cerned. We know very well that the 
motion is moved by the Hon. Mr. Fowles 
for a certain purpose. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Everything is done for 
a purpose. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am 
-of the opinion that it is absolutely immoral 
to usq this branch of the Legislature for the 
purpose for which the hon. mewber has 
used it in connection with this motion. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: What is the 
purpose? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Just 
to satisfy a few. fishmongers carrying on busi
ness in the city of Brisbane. It is not don•: 
in the interp,ts of the fishermen. We on 
this side represent the fishermen and the 
consumers-that is our business-hon. members 
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opposite reprec,cnt the middlemen between 
the two. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: The regulations 
arc monstrous. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
debate to-night proves that fact. I appeal 
to the good sense of the Chamber. Let us 
finish the debate to-night. We have more 
important business. than . this, but it is very 
important that this busmess should not be 
taken out of the hands of the Government 
on this question. The regulations have been 
dr:tfted by the department in the interests of 
the fishermen and the consumer~. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: But your 
supporter has moYed that thev b!J amended. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We 
have not done .an:vthing of the sort. The 
hon. member is old enough, and has been 
in Parliament long enough, to know the pur
port of the a.mendment moved by the Hon. 
Mr. McDonald. He moved to amend the 
hon. member's motion, and v:e pave another 
amendment to follow. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: Th"t is not so. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
Hon. Mr. McDonald's amendment is to 
delete paragraph (1). 

Hon. E. vV. H. FowLES: And to insert 
certain words. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::.\liNES: That 
amendment has not :vet been moved. I 
strongly object to the' adjournment of the 
debate. Why not fmish? 

Hon. E. W. H. FoWLES: It should have 
been finished at 5 o'clock. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES,: The 
disc.uosion ha~ proved to the people of 
Queensland that hon. members on the other 
" side are simply here to obstruct, 
[10 p.m.] not only these regulations, but the 

busin~ss of the country .and the 
administration of Govc>rnrhent ·departments. 

Hon. E. W. H. FoWLES: Your side has 
been stonewalling for ·the last four hours. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No one 
can call the admirable speech of the Hon. 
T L. J ones a stonewalling speech, nor could· 
the speeches delivered by the Hon. Mr. 
::-.icvitt and the Hon. Mr. Mc~onald be so 
described. Unless the debate Is concluded 
to-night we shall have it continued next 
wee 1c 'we are not p~epared to apow ~he 
motion to go through m the form m whwh 
it has been moved. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Are you pre
pared to offer any amendments and say 
what they are? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I said 
last week that, if the fishermen made . any 
complaint regarding any of the regulatiOns, 
the Government and the department were 
quite prepared to consider their grievances. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES : You turned them 
down on 26th June last. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: But the 
petition is not a petition from fishermen. 
Last week I proved that only twelve out of 
eighty-four fishermen who supply the 
Fisheries Department signed the petition, 
and it seems now that the nm:nber is even 
less than tweh·e. 

The PRESIDENT : Order! 
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The~, SECRETARY FOR MINES: I think 
I was very reaEOnable last week, and that is 
why I am opposed to the adjournment of 
the debate at the present time. I then made 
a promise on behalf of the Government and 
the department that inquiry 'vould be made. 
We did not object to the petition being pre
sented, though we did object to its b<·cing 
printed, as being unnecessary. But we con
sidered it was our bounden duty to inquire 
into the prayer of the petitioners. We were 
agreeable to do that, and the Hon. Mr. 
Fowlel should have been content with that; 
but, evidently, he is here in the interests of 
some body of men who stand between the 
producer and the consumer. 

Ho:-~. E. W. H. FOWLES: I rise to a 
point of order. I just formally object to 
that. The hon. gentleman knows that it is 
·untrue. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I think 
the hon. gentleman's actions prove it. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: I must ask that 
the words be withdrawn. 

The PRESIDENT: It is not in order for 
. any hon. member to impute improper 
motives to another hon. member. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: I must ask 
that the words be withdrawn, or that they 
be taken down. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR MI?\ES: I stated 
that the hon. member was here in the 
intere,ts of some bod,- of men who stand 
between the producer ,;_nd the consumer, and 
I contend that that is not offensive. 

The PRESIDENT: The hon. gentlem·an 
knows. that it is not in order to impute un
worth.:c motive., to another hon. member, and, 
as the hon. member takes Pxception to what 
is 'aid, I would ask the hon. gentleman to 
withdraw the words. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: What I 
wished to convey was that we on this side 
represent a different set of people to those 
repre•ented by hon. members on the other 
side. 

The PRESIDE:'i'T : I ask the hon. gentle
man to withdraw the words objected to. · 

The SECRETARY FOR :MINES: I do 
not intend to withdraw. My remarks were 
not offensive. 

The PRESIDE?\T: The Hon. Mr. Fowlcs 
has taken exception to the remarks made by 
ihe Minister, and has asked for their with
drawal. He is evidently under the impres
sion that they imputed improper motives to 
him, and the Minister must either withdraw 
the words, or make a statement that it was 
not his intention to impute any improper 
rnotives. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR MINES: I have 
been in this House for a considerable time, 
and during that time I have not endeavoured 
at any time to offend ~my hon. member. 
As a matter of fact, I thmk I have suffered 
myself more in that respect than anyone else, 
but I am not thin-skmned, and have fre
quently refrained from taking exception to 
·offensive remarks that have been hurled at 
the Government. However, I may say that 
all that I wished to convey was that we on 
ihis side represent the consumer and the 
producer, and the Hon. Mr. Fowles, by pre
senting the petition signed by a body of men 
who are distributors, shows that he repre
sents that class. I did not wish to impute 
any motive. to the hon. gentleman or to 
.accuse him of being in the pay of anybody. 

HoN. E. \V. H. FOWLES: I must ask that 
tho words be unconditionally withdrawn. 

The l'RESIDE;.;-T: Wil'l the hon. member 
state what are the words to which he takes 
exception? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: That I am here 
in the interests of any body of men at all. 
I presente·d the petition to this honourabl9 
Council. and there it stays, and then I gave 
notice of. motion with regard to the prayer 
of the petition. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: If it 
will satisfy the hon. gentleman, and, as I 
always bo~·• to your ruling, Mr. President, 
out of deference to voursel£ and to the 
Council, I gladly say that I did not intend 
to be offensive to the hon. gentleman, nor 
did I intend to convey the· impression that 
he was representing any body of men un
fairly, or was getting paid for any repres~n
tation. If the hon. gentleman IS so thm
skinned as to regard what I said as being 
offensive to him, then I gladly withdraw the 
words at vour request. As the hour is getting 
late, probably we can take a division on the 
motion for the adjournment of the debate . 
I am sorry that the Hon. Mr. Beirne has 
moved the adjournment of the debate, be
cause I feel myself absolved from my 
p1·omisc, and I will make ~o further 
promises to hon .. l)~ntlemen opposite. that we 
will take a diVISIOn at a certam hour. 
Hithert•J, I have. always thought it a f>:ir 
thing to confer w1th hon. members opposite 
regarding the business. Last week I gave 
way to the Hon. Mr. Fowles, and allowed 
this motion to come on to-day, when Govern
ment business should have taken precedence. 
To-morrow is private members' day, and I 
was willing that a division should be taken, 
and the whole matter brought to a conclu
sion to-night. No further promise do I make 
to hon. gentlemen, a.nd hon. gentlemen must 
not accuse me of breaking a promise that we 
should get to a division to-night if we do 
not come to a division until next week. I 
am relieved of my promise by the Hon. Mr. 
Boirne moving the adjournment of the 
debate. I do not accuse that hon. gentleman 
of breaking a promise because, probably, he 
was not aware of the arrangemf'nt made. 

Hon. T. C. BEIR!'!E: It is after 10 o'clock. 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We are 

hero to do busin<'<s. 
HoN. P. J. LEAHY: The Minister has 

made some remarks which I do not think 
should be allowed to go without some reply. 
If I remember rightly, what was agreed 
upon was this: That the Minister would 
afford us an opportunity of coming to a vote 
to-day. He did not say anything about 
to-night-we were to be afforded an oppor
tunity of coming to a vote to-day, and as 
we ha·d not sat after tea, a clear impression 
was left in the minds of hon. gentlemen that 
we should come to a vote before 6 o'clock. 
The Minister and his supporters, by their 
stonewalling tactics-I cannot use any other 
words to adequately describ~ the position
kept this debate going long after the. ~s)lal 
hour. We were prepared to take a division 
at any time, but the Minister:s supporters 
would not give us an opportumty, and now 
the Minister turns round and tries to blame 
us. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: You broke 
your word. 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: I do not think we 
blamed the Minister. I have always found 

Hon. P. J. Leahy.] 
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that the Minister has kept his promise, and 
I think we have done the same. I have done 
~0. 

Hon. T. NEVITT: Not to-night, if you 
adjourn the debate 

HoN. P. J. LE;AHY: If we adjourn the 
debate, how can it be said that we are 
departing from any arrangement? The 
Minister said he would afford us an oppor
tunity to come to a division to-day, but his 
supporters did not give us that opportunity. 
For some reason or anoth(lr they want to 
make long speeches on the subject. Up to 
the present moment I have not spoken on 
the main question, and many hon. members 
were willing to ha VQ the division taken, but 
what did we hav(' after the tea adjourn
ment? Member after member on the Minis
ter's side got up, talked all round the sub
ject, and kept th~ debate going until the 
prr sent time; and then, because it is 10 
o'clock, the Hon. Jl.fr. Beirne moved the 
adjournment of the debate purely on his 
own initiative and without any suggestion 
from hon. m(lmbers on this side. 

Hon. R. SUMNER: What? 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: I say entirely on 
hiB own initiative. Because someb0dy says 
11) o'clock is a reasonable hour to adjourn, 
the Ministrer get· into a temper, and his 
supporters get into a temper, and say we are 
breaking faith. \Ve are not breaking, faith 
in any way. The position is this: This ques
tion has been debated at considerable length, 
and then the Hon. Mr. McDonald's amend
ment is sprung upon us. Are we going on 
for an indefinite period debating this amend
ment or are we, like sensible people, going 
to :tclourn till some day when we can quietly 
and calm!;; consider the thing on its merits? 
That is the sensible thing to do, but, of 
<:our ,e, if the Minister does not agree to that, 
\eo must lake a vote on it, and abide by the 
result. 

Question-That the debate, be now ad
journed-put; and the Council divided:

CoNTENTs, 12. 
Hon. T. C. Beirne Hon. C. F. Marks 

R W. H. Fowks "L H. l'arnell 
H. J... Groom \.V. Stephens 
T. }[. Hall W. F. TaYlor 
A. G. C. Hawthorn A .. L 'l'hYnne 
P . • r. Lrahy , H. Turn<'~ 

Teller-': Hon. T. C. Beirne and Hon. T. M. Hall. 

~OT~CONTENTS, 12. 
Hon. H. Bedford Hon. G. Law,on 

W. H. Crampton T~. MeDonald 
1V. H. Demaine T. Xevitt 
_\. Hinehcliffe G. Page.Hanify 
.A .• T. .Tones .A. Skirving 
T. L. Jones H. t:;umncr 

Tellers: Hon. W. R. Orampton and Hon. A. 
Hinchcliffe. 

The PRESIDENT: " Contents" 12 · 
"Not-Contents," 12., I give mv vote ~ith th~ 
"Xot-Contents," in order ·to keep the 
question open. 

HoN. L. McDONALD: I ask the leave of 
the Council to withdraw my amendment. 

The PRESIDEJ\'T: Is it tlw pleasure 
of the Uouncil that the hon. gci1tlcman 
withdraw his amendment 9 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: No: 
HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: The amend-' 

ment proposed bv the Hon. Mr. McDonald 
admits the necessity for the original motion. 
In fact, it is a close question whether the 
amendment could be accepted at all, since it 

[Hon. P. J. Leaky. 

practically amounts to the original motion
I would like to direct hon. members' atten
tion to thB Act itself. The discussion has 
wandered away to all points of the compass, 
"nd it would be useful to turn to the Act to 
see what powers the Government have under 
it, and also what powers we have under the 
reo:ulations. As a matter of fact, the amend
ment which is bdor.~ us deals with a subject 
with which this C'ouncil has no power to 
deal; it would bo nothing more than a 
piom expression from hon. members. Every
body knows that at the end of this Act-I 
thi1ik it is section 16---it sa} s that regulations 
made under this Act must be laid upon the 
t 1ble of both HoUJes of Parliament, and they 
can be ,h--allowed by either Hou,e. There is 
11ot a wo'd in it which s~Cys they can be 
amended by this Chamber. 

Hon. 'f. L. JoxES: Your original motion 
asks that thcv be amended. 

Hox. E. IV_- H. FOWLES: The hon. gentle
man might as well read the whole of the 
sentence, and not give half of it to hon. 
members. ::\1v motion is to amend in the 
direc'ion of disallowi1:g. The Act says that 
the regulation" can be disallowed. If the 
Hon. Mr. McDonald, by his amendment, 
means that they be disallowed, it is identical 
with the motion which I have moved. 

Hon. "' L. JONES: Those words "be 
an1{mded" in yom· motion are redunda,nt. 

HoN. E. W. H. FO\YLES: They are 
explained afh>rwards. It is p,?rfcct]s clear 
what the motion is. The motion has been 
criticised tremendouslY because we do not set 
out to disallow smne of the regulations 
piecemeal. That simply is not within the 
power of the Couucil. 

Hou. T. L. JoNM: Will not vou admit that 
the real reason for moving the motion is to 
destroy the whole enterprise? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Certainly not. 
The real re::tson is to get a reasonable scale 
of charges at the fish market. That is the 
sole reason from beginnino- to end. Those 
charges are an outrage on business methods. 

Hon. T. L. JONES: They are perfectly 
justified. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: They are 
simply monttrous, and will not stand the 
light of dav for one moment. They are 
extortionate: Ko Shylock in either hemi
sphere would think of descending to such 
charges. Yet the Government set out to be 
not a Government of profiteers, or extor
tionate ch,;rger,, or anything else, 

Hon. R. SuMNER: You know the position. 
Tell me your own feelings . 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: That these 
charges for marketing and inspection dues 
would be the laughing stock of the universe 
if the universe took the trouble to look at 
them. You will not find charges like that 
in any other country, civilised or uncivilised. 
(Interruption.) 

The PRESIDENT: Order ! Order! The 
Hon. Mr. Fowles has the floor. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: If interjec
tions could be other than disorderly, I would 
welcome every one, because we want as much 
truth and daylight on this subject as we can 
get. Can the Hon. Mr. Jones, or anyone 
else outside Goodna, justify charges such as 
this:-" Section 44: For the inspection of 
crabs, per each, 1s. 6d." 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: The charge is 
never made. 
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HlilN. E. W. H. FOWLES: What is the 
good of the 'regulations if they are not 
enforc•'d? 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: To force the fish 
through the market. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Why do not 
they come straight out with an amendment 
that fish must go through the market? Why 
go into this devious, Bolshevik way of doing 
things? Why can't the Government express 
themselves and say, "We want to do this, 
and we will do it," in open daylight? Why 
go round like backdoor burglars and bring 
in tricky legislation such as this? 

The PRESIDENT: Order l The hon. 
gentleman rs not using parliamentary 
language. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Let the words 
be taken down-\Vhy do the Government go 
like bacl,door burglars and bring in tricky 
legislation such a' this? 

Thil SECRETARY FOR MINES: I rise 
to a point of order. I ask that the hon. 
member withdrav. the words he has used 
regarding the Government. 

The PRESIDENT: Order ! The Minister 
requests the hon. gentleman to withdraw 
those words, and he must withdraw them. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: I withdraw 
them with the grcah ot of plea"ure. Why 
do th" Government give the appearance of 
adopting methods that belong to the 
burglarous profession? 

The PRESIDENT : Order ! Order ! The 
hon. gentleman must understand that he is 
not using Parliarncntar:v language when he 
addrehes words like that to the Govern
ment-accusing them of being burglars. The 
hon. gentleman must use more parliam·.·ntary 
language. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES : I do not accuse 
the Government of being burglars in the 
slightest, hut I accuse them of not giving 
honest legislation, on their own &dmission. 
They say the ulterior object of these regula
tions is to force all fish through the market. 
\Yhy not face the question squarely and bring 
in a regulation that all fiBh shall go through 
the market? 
[10.30 p.m.] 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : You are wild 
because tho Government prosecuted you for 
a flagrant breach of the Mining Act. 

The PRESIDENT: Order ! I must ask 
the Minister not to impute motives. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I will give you 
a bit of the truth to-night. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: There is no 
need for the hon. gentleman to lose his 
temper. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : You tried to 
use m<>, and I prosecuted you, and I will 
prosecute you again, too. You don't want 
hone•·,t admini,tration; you want dishonest 
administration. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES, I have no 
doubt that you are capable of any tyranniNtl 
act of that kind. 

The PRESIDENT : Order ! The question 
before the House is the amendment of the 
regulations, and this dialogue between thA 
11inister and the hen. member must cease. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: On the admis
sion of certain members, the Government 
seek to force all fish to go through the 

market. If that is their plain object, why 
not say so? Why take a devious method 
like this? Why not immediately bring in a 
regulation saying t.hat all fish must go 
through the market? 

Hon. '1'. L. JONES: This is just as effective. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Yes, but it 
cloaks the ulterior objtd. My Qbjc<:tion is 
that the charges imposed are farcical, 
um·casonable, and outragDous. Really, it i6 
rernarkablo \Yhat unn0ccssary hca.t ha~ bec•n 
impmted into this debate. I do not know 
'vhy it is, unless it is that the Gv ernrnent 
hav" no other busine's to bring before us this 
afternoon. The rcason.,bk attitude of the 
Govcrnrnent in the rnatter would huve bfj8ll 
to ha YC co,lfidercd the regulations, and to 
ha\ c taken into con ideration the repre
'cntationc made to them 'by deputations 
from the ftshermcn. As a matter of fact, the 
rvrulations \Ye re fra.n1cd by one or t\« o 
persons in the fish market, and they were 
probably signed by the Treasurer without 
hi·. knm.ting very much about the regula
tions. The hon. gentleman, no doubt, took 
it for granted that they would be all right, 
and it was only after they were published in 
the "Gazette" that public attention was 
drawn to them, and it was seen how out
rao-eous they were. The Government should 
be very thankful to thi .. House for having 
drawn· attention to the reguhttiom. Tha 
Hon. ="'Ir. Sumner, the chairman of the 
independent fish board, told the House 
that he .disagreed with the policy of the 
Government as far as thPir· fish policy 'is 
COllCCl'U(,J. 

Hon. T. L .• ToNES: He did not use those 
•vords ; he said he did not think much of 
some of the regulations. 

At twenty-five minutes to 11 o'clock p.m., 

Hon. \V. F. TAYLOR, Chairman of Com
mittees, relieved thc President in the chair. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: The reason
able course for the Government to have 
followed would have been to have the debate 
adjourned, and to have reviewed the reg.ula
tions with a view to seeing if they a.re nght 
or wrong and to amending them if neces
sa.rv. At present the regulations, contain a 
~ale of charo-es which will be the laughing 
stock of the "whole community if they are 
retained. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD : Tell us something 
about the mining regulations. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: I could tell 
the hon. gentleman something about the 
mining regulations, and I have no doubt 
that { could inform him on a number of 
subjects. The honest and fair thing to have 
.done with regard to this matter would have 
been to have amended the regulations. We 
oannot disallow one part of a regulation, 
unless we disallow the whole of it. I may 
point out to hen. mm~bers t~at some of the 
regulations are so mtertwmed wtth one 
another that if we deal with one we have to 
deal with another. That is the reason why 
I proposed that eight or nine regulations 
should be disallowed and the Government 
ought to be grateful 'to me for pointing out 
how one reo-ulation bears on another, so 
that thev w;uld "ot bring in a hokhpotch 
of regulations which would· have to be 
amended again. 

The SECRETARY FOR ;\1INES : Y on brought 
in a hotchpotch resolution; you omitted one 
paragraph from it. 

Han. E. W. H. Fowles.] 



636 The Fish [COUNCIL.] Supply Act. 

HoN. E. W. H. FO\YLES: I am quite 
willing to restore that paragraph. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : Are you willing 
for a Commission to be appointed to inquire 
into the whole business 1 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Absolutely, and 
I would appoint the Minister as a member 
of th0 Commission. I would move that at 
once. becau~'" nearly the whole of the r·eforms 
that hu,ve been brought about during the last 
three or four y<mrs in the fish industry are 
due to the work of the Select Committee of 
inquiry into the industry. The reforms in 
the fi.oh industry, almost without exception, 
sprang· from the action taken by this House. 
\Ve gave an independent impartial non-party 
inquiry into the fish business, the result of 
which is bdore us. The Act of 1916, which 
"itS based on that report, put the fish in
dustry on a new footing. so that whatever 
credit there is is due to thi' House. 'When 
hon. g':ntJ.emen sa;,· that section 41, which 
is one of the regulations which it io proposed 
to disallow, is a perfectly good reguhtion, 
I agree with them entirely, only it does not 
go far enough. My proposition with regard 
to that rpgulation was to make it go a 
littl<:> furthPr, and improve it, so that when 
the Government saw the improvement in it 
they would say they wme glad that I had 
suggested it. The reason for that improve
m<>nt is to be found in section 9 of thB Fish 
Supply Act of 1916, which reads-

" After the •date of the establishment 
of thf' mark<'t it shall not be lawful to 
sell within the district any fish which 
have not been first inspected at the 
markets. or have not otherwise been duly 
certified as fit for human consumption 
by any inspector appoir:ted under this 
Act." 

Now fish is Bold at Wynnum at the present 
time in absolut·e desnite of that section of 
the Act. The right thing to do is to amend 
the regulation here and bring it into accord 
with the Act, and my sole purpose in moving 
that that regulation might be disallowed 
was in order that it might be amended. 

Hon. T. L. JONES: Ar·e you in favour of 
the amendment 1 

HoN. E. W. H. FO\'v'I"ES: Yes, awl in 
favoui· of something more, too. 

Hon. T. L. J ONES: Will you vote for it 1 

HoN. E. \V. H. FOWLES: Yes. I want 
to go further. If necessary I may move an 
amendment on the amendment. Section 41 
:.rrys-

"Th., metropolitan fish market is 
hereby appointed as the place of m
spcrtion fur all fish brought to the 
metropolitan district." 

'I'hat id the power for the Commissioner 
asking for all fish to be inspected at the 
place it is caught, and the regulations state 
that the only place for inspection must be 
a<?cording to section 41 of the regulations. 

Hon. T. L. JONES: They 'allow them to 
•ell at Wynnum fish direct from the boats 
without inspection. They do not make them 
bring it to South Brisbane and rend it back. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES : I see that the 
hon. gentleman is anxious to put these regu
lations right. Section 9 of the Act says that 

'they ccmnot do that. \V ill the hon. gentleman 

fRon. E. W. H. Fowles. 

show me the pow<:>r to sell fish for local 
consumption in \Vynnum witliout inspection? 

Hon. T. L. JONES: It is done. 
Ho:>r. E. IV. H. FOWLES: Section 9 says 

that th0y cannot sell fish, unlesc. it is brought 
to the market here .and inspected ; yet they 
are flouting their own law at \Vynnum. My 
sole object in moving: the. amendment .of 
r.,gulation 41 was to brmg rt mto conformity 
with the Act eo that the Government would 
not be a law:breaker everv time down there. 
If I had the drafting of that regulation I 
would rec,tore that regulation. plus another 
paragraph, and I would say that the inspec
tor could inspect any fish at vVynnum or any 
other centre approved by the Minister. 

Hon. T. L. JONES: \Vould you be in favour 
of a rPgulation straight out compelling all 
the fish to go through the Government 
market 1 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: If the Govern
ment markets were established at places 
whore it would be convenient for the fish to 
go. I would not bring fish from Tewantin 
down to South Brisbane; I would not bring 
fish from all parts of the bay up to So~th 
Brisbane. I woul,d not dream of puttmg 
fish without gutting them into the cold stores. 

Hon. 'I'. L. Jo:>rES: That is challenged. 
\Vho told you it was done 1 

HoN. E. IY. H. FOWLES: Done, and done 
every day in the week. 

Hon. T. l'\EVITT: I suppose it may be done 
temporarily. 

Hon. 'r. L. Jo:-ms: The Chairman denied 
it; he asked that the matter be brought 
before the board. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD : \V ere not the owners 
of your New Aberdare mine prosecuted for 
running it unsafely 1 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: No. 
Hon. R. BEDFORD: Xot fined 1 

HoN. E. W. I-l. FOWLES : I think a new 
manarrcr who was there only three or four 
days, band had not time to get his eyesight, 
an~! against whom there had not been .a 
black mark in his life, was prosecuted. It 
was a dastardly thing. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: vVe compl~t·ely 
exonerate the manager. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: I did, and the 
Gon•rnment withdrew the prosecution. 

The PRESIDIKG CHAIRMAN: Order! 
I ask the hon. gentleman to confine ~is 
remarks to the question before the Councrl. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: They arise in 
consequence of the intBrjections which hon. 
men,bors make with regard to it. Regulation 
41 should be amended in the direction which 
has been suggested. It should be ~·estored, 
and a further paragraph added saymg that 
there should be other places and centres for 
inspection, that any place may be appomted 
a centre for inspection b:r the Mmrster or 
Commissioner'. Re!(ulation 44 sets ~mt the 
fees for the inspectiOn of fish. I notice .tJ:lat 
everyone supporting the Government f!OSitron 
carefully avoided any reference to this scale 
of fee,.· He slid over them, simply b~cause 
anyone would be ashamed of the extortwna te 
charges. As a matter of fact, not only are 
the'le charges in some cases 900 per cent. mor·e 
than under the old board, but also represent 
from 300 to 500 per cent. more than the cost 
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of the article itself. What is the reply by 
hon. members? That the charges are not put 
into operation. Then, where in the wide 
world is the use of them? :0: o wonder that 
the Hon. Mr. McDonald moved that the 
regulatiom, be amended. I refer to one or 
two alleged benefits by hon. members on the 
other side, who showed that they had not 
studied the regulations in particular, but 
were more inclined to make wild statements. 
For instance, the Hon. Mr. Nevitt, who 
usually keeps as near as possible to the 
truth, <J'lid that the Government will buy all 
the fish caught by the fiehermen-there is no 
limit-and the Hon. Mr, McDonald said the 
same thing. That goes out to Queensland, 
and shows that they have not read the regu
lations. As a matter of fact, the hon. mem
ber know:o perfectl.v \Yell that that is not 
a fact. There is nothing like quoting froril 
the -document itself, and I quote now the 
"Go,·crnment Gazette" of lOth :May, 1919, 
::"Jo. 164, where it says-

" Supplies of fish from casual fisher
men should be limited during the months 
of May, June, and July--" 

So that the Government will only take a 
limited amount. 'rhat is in absolute refuta
tion of the wild statement, the extravagant 
claim that has been made. 

Hon. T. L. JONES: That refers to fisher
men outsicle the agreement; it says " casual 
fichormen" distinctly. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: The claim 
made by the hon. member was that no fish 
was clumped, that all the fish was taken by 
the Government. 

Hon. '1'. :-.JEVITT: I say it still-all the fish 
supplied by regular suppliers. 

HoNOL:RABLE ME:viBERS : " Regular sup
pliers!'' 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES : I am glad that 
that qualification is made now. I did not 
hear it before. Here we have the actual 
regulation in black and \vhite. 

I~on. T. L. JOKL3: It does not bear out 
your argument. 

Hox. E. \V. H. FOY\ LES : It bears out 
the statomcnt that the Gonernment will only 
take a limited amount. 

Hon. T. L. JOXES ancl other HONOURABLE 
l'v1EMBERS: From casual fishermen. 

HoN. E. \Y. H. FOWLES: Now, ,,,·e come 
to the next reguhtion of which, no doubt, 
the Government may be ashamed-that is, 
regulation 62. It was read before by on8o 
hon. member, who, however, stopped before 
he came to the last two lines-

" 'l'he Commissioner may refuse to 
grant such pnrmit without assigning any 
reason." 

Would anybody have prophesied that a 
Labour Government, supposed to be abso
lutely fair, '' ould draft a regulation such as 
that, giving C'zar-like power to any Com
missioner? Even ·when a servant is dismiftsed 
the law is that he must have a reason given 
to him. It is a fair thing, and that is why 
I moved that the regulation be deleted. 

Hon. R. Sc:JNER: You moved that the 
whole regulation be deleted. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES : I must do that. 
The Act says, " Any such regulation," not 
" Any part of such regulation." Are hon. 
members going to dismiss a person without 
assigning any reason? Are they simply going 
to turn their thumb down? It would be 

splendid propaganda to have these regula
tJOns nrinkd and ci10ulated, with these 
regulations I refer to in black type. 

Hon. R. Sc:~fNER: \Vhy stonewall? You 
arc going to sp<mk for two hours ancl then 
there will be no quorum. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Hon. members 
occupied the time of the Hou''e for five 
hours. I have not started yet. Arc hon. 
members going to allow this regulation I 
have just read to pa,,s? No wonder, I say 
again, that the Hon. Mr. McDonald nioved 
that thev be amended. The Commissioner 
shonld give a reason for refusing to grant 
registration. and there should be an appeal. 
That is fairness, and that is the object of 
dimilowing the regulation. There is very 

little to quarrel with respect to 
[11 p.m.] regulation 74, whieh deals with 

the conditions of the licenses of 
fishmongers and fish· vendors, only it is not 
corr:plete. I suppose that the Government 
do not intend to pr<ovent these people earning 
their bread and butter honestly. As a matter 
of fact, the Government are just gigantic 
fishmong0rs themselves. 

Hon. T. L. JONES: Your object is to 
smash thQ whole Government fish business. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: Not in the 
slightest. If the hon. gentleman will intro
duce a scale of fees that would approve 
themselves to his business instinct, I would 
be quite prepared to accept them. 

Hon. T. NEVITT: You were offered that 
this afternoon, and you aCcepted it, and 
then you went back on it. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES : Not at all. 
If the hon. gentleman would make such an 
offer now it would meet the case. It is 
only proposed to disallow eleven regulations 
om of 112. The re<lt of them, although not 
J1Crfect, have their good points, and they 
might well be allowed to stand. The next 
rcg·ulation to which exception is taken is 
No. 75. That provides that the manager of 
the State fish shops can ordtjr anybody to 
go into any other fish shop in Queensland 
and practically do as he plea•ws. That, 
surely, does not commend itself to the sense 
of justice of any hon. member on the other 
side. If the Commissioner of Public Health 
couid send an inspector round, it woulcl a fair 
thing, as he is not running fish shops, and 
would not be likely to show any favouritism. 
But why should this invidious duty of pry
ing into the establishments of business rivals 
b1 imposed upon the manager of the State 
fish shops, whose long list of onerous and 
responsible duties is laid down in r<egula
tion 2 'I I am quite certain that, if thi'> 
regulation had been seen by any member 
of the Government before it was published 
in the "Gazette," it would have been im
mediately altered, on the ground that it was 
not right to thrust the duties of a detective 
with regard to other fish shops upon the 
manager of the State shops. 

That, of course, is the rQason why it is 
proposed to disallow that regulation. Hon. 
gentlemen do not see any reason why these 
extraordinary regulations should be brought 
before the public gaze ; or why they should 
be disallowed by this Council-the only action 
that this Council can take with regard to 
them. Then, section 78 gives the Commis
sioner, at his own discretion, power to cancel 
a license when a man has been convicted 
of any offence uncler thE) regulations and 
has already suffered punishment for it 

Hon. E. W. H. Ji'owles.] 
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through the courts of law. Is that a fair 
thing? Is it not giving too much discre
tion to the Commi"sione>·? There is no 
appeal. The Commissioner has the power 
of life and death almost ov~r any poor 
hawker '' ho uay have been convicted before 
the court. The balance of evidence may 
have just turned against him, and he is 
convicted, Buffers his punishm(lnt and purges 
himself of his offence, and on top of that 
tho Commissioner can come along and, with 
an arbitrary hand, take the bread and 
butter out of his mouth. I suggest that the 
words " at the discretion of the Commis
sioner " be crossed out, and that thQre be 
some appeal. The question before the Coun
cil is the amendment moved b' the Hon. 
Mr. McDonald, and as the 'Government 
seem anxiouB to come to a division, there is 
r.ot the slightest objection on my part. I 
only regret the tactics that have kept hon. 
§Centlemon hero till a quarter past 11 o'clock. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Let us hav<; a 
division. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: I am quite 
willing to take a division on the amend
ment, and reserve to myself the right of 
replying on the main question. 

Question-That the wordB proposed to be 
omitted (Mr. McDonald's amendment) stand 
part of the qur;tion-put; and the Council 
divided. 

After the tellers h&d been nominated, hon. 
;;entlemen sitting on the right cro~sed the 
Chamber. 

HoN. A. J. THYNNE: Hon. gentl()men 
changed their seats after the " Contents" 
were called. This is against the Standing 
Orders. 

The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN: It 
appea;·s that after the question was put hon. 
gentlemen mov<?d to the other side of the 
Chamber, which is quite irregular. Hon. 
gentlemen will have to go back to their 
seats. 

The SlWRET~\RY FOR MINES: I think 
there is another point of order, lHr. Chair
man. The Hon. Mr. Fowles called "Divide" 
when you declared in favour of the "Not
Conte'1ts," and he is now 4oting with the 
"Not-Contents." 

The PRESIDING CHAIR::YIAN: I gave 
my decision for the "Kat-Contents." Hon. 
gentlemen on the " Contents" si-de moved 
oYer after I had put the question the second 
time. I asked them to return to their seats, 
h. cause they had no right to 1. ave their 
seats when the question had be•cn put a 
second time. 

The tellers reported the following divi-
SlOn:--

Hon. R. Bedford 
\.\ . IL Crampton 
"~-,-:. H. DPmainc 
A Hin ;hcli:ffc 

,f. ,TOil PS 
T. L .. Tones 

Hon. G. Lawson 
L. lYicllonald 
T. !\evitt 
G. Pagc.Hanify 
~1- ~kirving 
I~. ,.,.,un1ner 

Tellers: Hon. L. McDonald and Hon. T. Nevitt. 

~ OT-CONT:ENTH, 2. 
Hon. E. "\V. H. FowlPs :::~on. A .• T. Thynnc 
'Te 1 lers: Hon. :Ei. VY. H. Fowles and Hon. A. J. 

Thynne. 

The PRESIDING CH URMAN : There 
not bein::; a quorum pn·~ent, the Council 
stands adjourned to the next sitting day. 

The Council adjourned at thirty minutes 
pa•·t 11 o'clock p.m. 

[Hon. E. W. H. Fowles. 

Election of Spraker. 




