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Adjournment. [ 4 SEPTEMBER,] Questions. 

THURSDW, 4 SEPTEMBER, 1919. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. :YlcCormack, Caipns\. 
took the chair at half.past 3 o'clock p.m. · 

QUESTIONS. 

LOAN FROM AMERI~A:-1 SOURCE. 

::\1r. VO\VLES (!Jrtlby) asked the Trea­
surer---

" 1. Is it a fact that the Government 
have arranged, or taken preliminar,r 
steps to arrange, a loan with an Amerl­
ean source? 

"2. If so, upon what terms as regard~ 
interest, period, and other material 
terms; and ,,hat will be its amount? 

"3. With whom has the loan been 
arranged? 

" 4. \Vhen will the money, or any part 
of it, be available, and for what purpoS& 
will it be used? " 

The PREMIER (Hon. T. J. Ryan, Barcoo) 
ropli(·•l-

" 1 to 4. The Government is not at 
lJrCsC'nt in a position to make any state­
ment in respect of arrangements for too 
raising of a loan." 

STATE MOTOR-CARS FOR CoNVEYANCE OF 
vVouNDED SoLDIERS. 

Mr. SW A YNE (M irani) asked the Pre­
IniBr-· 

"1. Have the inquiries promised by 
the Acting Premier on 14th August, as 
to whether any of the twenty State-owned 
motor-cars stationed in Brisbane had been 
used for the conveyance of sick or 
wounded soldiers from the Central 
Railway Station to the Kangaroo Point 
Hospital, yet been made? 

"2. If so, what is the result of these 
inquiries? " 

The PREMIER replied­
" I. Yt•S. 
"2. State motors have been so used on 

various occasions.'' 

AGREEli!EXT FOR P<:RCHASE OF QUEENSLAND · 
SUGAR CROP. 

Mr. SW A YNE asked the Tre!lsurer-
" 1. When does the agreement with the 

Commonwealth Gov<:>rnment for the pur­
chase of the Queensland sugar crop ter­
minate? 

" 2. Does the agreement include any of 
the 19'20 sugar output? " 

The PREMIER replied-
'· 1 .and 2. I would rder the hon. 

member to clause 1 (a) of the agreement, 
a copy of which was laid on the table 
of the House on the 9th July, 1918." 

PURCHASE OF LYNDHURST STATION, ETC. 

::\1r. SW A YNE asked the Premier-
" 1. What was the sum paid for Lynd­

hurst Station? 
"2. How much of this was paid for 

the country ? 
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· · 3. How much was paid for the stock l 
•' 4. How much was paid for the 

in1provements ?" 

The PREMIER r<"plied-
" 1. £170,000, the purcha,;e price, in­

cluding the stock, leases, improvements, 
and plant. 

"2, 3, and 4. See answer to No. 1.'' 

STATE SHOPS ON NOR~IAL SCHOOL SITE. 

Mr. SIZER (Xundalt) asked the Minister 
in charge of State enterprises-

" 1. Is it a fact that it is proposed to 
erect State shops on the area of land 
occupied by the ~ormal School build­
ings? 

"2. If so-(a) what is the nature of 
the shops proposed; (b) what is the esti· 
mated cost; (c) when will the work be 
commenced ? '' 

The PREMIER replied­
" I. Yes. 
"2. The intention of the Government 

will be disclosed at the proper time." 

'STATEMENT IN " BRITISH AUSTRALASIAN" 
RESPECTING QUEENSLAND UNEMPLOY­
MENT. 

Mr. SIZER asked the Secretary for Rail­
ways-

" 1. Has his attention been drawn to 
an alleged interview with himself 
appParing in the ' British Australasian' 
of 27th March, 1919, page 10, ov<'r the 
signature nom d!' plume of a State 
Gov.crn1nent en1ployee, in ,~·hich he is 
quoted as saying-

In Queensland unemployment does 
not exist. \Vorkers are in receipt of 
good wages and are protected against 
the profiteer on lines alreadv in· 
dicated? · 
" 2. Has he at any time made all or 

any of the statements quoted above? 
"3. \V ill he take steps to have the 

above misrepresentations made in his 
name corrected?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYS 
(Hon. J. A. Fihelly, Paddington) replied-

" 1. No. 
" 2 and 3. These are covered by answer 

to No. 1." 

GOODS DEBITED TO LOAN ACCOUNTS OF 
SOLDIER SETTLERS. 

Mr. GUNN (Carnart·on), on behalf of Mr. 
Warren, asked the :Minister in charge of 
repatriation-

" 1. Is he aware that consi,derable con­
fusion and dissatisfaction has arisen 
among settlers on soldiers' settlements 
th~ough their not receiving proper in­
VOices at the time of reoeiving goods 
debited to their loan account? 

"2. Will he order the following pro­
ccd':'re to be a·doptod in respect of such 
debits-(a) That a detailed invoice shall 
be given . with ea'?h parcel of goods; 
(b) that. With all ammals, vehicles, plants, 
trees, Implements, machinery, or any 
goods purchased outside tho State store 
the settler shall receive an im1oic~ 

showing- from whom the articles wer<• 
purchaeed, price paid. or to be paid by 
the StatP, a.nd price reeharg<>d to the pur­
chaser; (c) that monthly or three-monthly 
the settler shall be furnished with an 
account of goods purchased during the 
preceding term liable to be charged 
against loan, and with a full account of 
his indebtedness to loan account with the 
State?" 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. J. H. Coyne, Warrego) replied-

" 1. No. 
"2. (a) and {b) Each settler now 

receives a detailed invoice; (c) each 
settler's account is open for inspection by 
him, and he can always obtain a state-

• ment of accounts on application." 

ESTABLISHMENT OF STATE AGRICULTURAL 
MACHINERY "WORKS. 

:Mr. JYIORGAN (1lfurilla) asked the Chief 
Secretary-

" 1. Did he say, in a speech delivered 
at Barcaldine on 29th March, 1915, that 
if the Labour party were returned to 
power-

" an agricultural machinery works will 
be established to protect the men on 
the land from the rapacity of the agri­
cultural implement trust? 
"2. Have such works been established; 

if so, where are they situated?" 

The PREMIER replied­
" 1. Yes. 
"2. These works have not yet been 

established, but will be during this Go­
vernment's term of office. I am pleased 
to note the interest the hon. member 
shows in the beneficial policy of this 
Government." 

MINISTERS' TRA YELLING EXPENSES. 

Mr. MORGAN asked the Premier-
" 1. Is it a fact that Ministers now 

draw travelling expenses at the rate of 
£3 3s. per day, in addition to ordinary 
free passes on railways, etc., when travel­
ling away from Brisbane? 

"2. If so, when di<d it first become the 
practice to draw such expenses?" 

The PREMIER replied­
" 1. No. 
" 2. See answer to No. 1." 

STORE AND FAT CATTLE SOLD AND 
SLAUGHTERED. 

Mr. MORGAN asked the Premier-
" 1. \Yhat are t)le numbers of State­

(a) store cattle; (b) fat cattle, which 
have been auctioned at the Enoggera 
saleyards during the two years ended 
30th June, 1919 ? 

"2. What quantities of State cattle 
were-(a) slaughtered at th!l Government 
meatworks at Charleville; (b) slaugh­
tered at private meatworks for the 
Government ? 

"3. How was the meat killed under 
these two headings disposed of, and at 
what price per pound?" 
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The PREMIER replied-
" 1 to 3. The hon. mt'mber was advised 

on the 19th ultimo, by the Acting Chief 
Secretary, that · all necessary informa­
tion relating to ealcs of cattle by State 
stations, or supplies of meat to State 
butchcrie.', will be furnished in the 
report of the Trade Commissioner to be 
mbmitted to Parliament "hortly.' " 

A<:CTIONIXG PRODUCE IN SMALL LOTS AT 
HAlLWAY YARDS. 

Mr. JAMES (Logan) asked the Secretarv 
for Railways- · 

" Will he take steps to provide for the 
auctioning or satisfactory handling of 
produce in lots of less than 1 ton at the 
Roma Street railway yards?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

" Lack of accommodation prevents the 
department agreeing to the suggestion, 
but no ·doubt if such lots were consigned 
to the State Produce Agency the diffi­
culties a:t present existing could be satis­
factorily adjusted." 

STATE BUTCHERS' SHOPS ON NORMAL ScHOOL 
SITE. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER (Bremer) asked the 
Premier, without notice-

" With reference to the proposed 
State butchers' shops to be erected upon 
the site of the Normal School, have 
representations as to the desirability of 
erecting those shops been made to the 
Government by the hon. member for 
Brisbane?" 

The PREMIER replied-
" Yes, representations were made to 

the Government bv the hon. member for 
Brisbane." (Lau15hter.) 

PAPER. 

The following paper, laid on the table, was 
ordered to be printed:-

Report of the Chief Inspector of Machin­
ery and Scaffolding for the year 
ended 30th June, 1919. 

INCREASED PRODUCTION IN 
SECONDARY INDUSTRIES. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton), in moving-
" 1. That, in the opinion of this House, 

increased production in the secondary 
industries of the State, by manufactur­
ing the raw material into saleable goods, 
is essential to the profitable employment 
of the peQple and the creation of a higher 
standard of living gem~rally among the 
working classes. 

"2. That, in order to assist increased 
production and enable industrious 
workers to own their own factories, and 
thus obtain the full result of their labours, 
and as a means of wealth production, 
the Government be requested to amend 
the Co-operative Agricultural Production 
Act of 1914, in a direction so as to include 
the manufacture of all raw materials into 
saleable -articles within the Act; that 
such alterations or amendments be made 
in the Act as are necessary to enable 

industrious workers to become the owners 
of their own co-operative factories, or to 
enable workers to co-operate with capi­
talists in an approved system of co­
operation or profit-sharing that will give 
the workers the full results of their 
labour~., and the capitalist a fair return 
on his investment"-

said : It is only fair to hon. memberc, and 
to the community at large, who are not 
thoroughly acquaint<Xl with the provisions 
of the Co-operative Agricultural Production 
Act, to briefly explain its provisions. That 
Act was left to the end of the· session, and I, 
in addition to other farming members, had 
a good deal to do with the passing of it. 
Briefly speaking, the Act provides--

Mr. SMITH (Mackay) : I rise to a point 
of order in regard to this motion. I wish to 
draw your attention, 1\fr. Speaker, to para­
graph 2 of the motion, particularly the part 
which reads-

" That, in order to assist increased pro­
·duction and enable industrious workers 
to own their own factories, and thus 
obtain the full result of their labours, 
and as a means of wealth production, 
the Government be requested to amend 
the Co-operative Agricultural Production 
Act of 1914 in a direction so as to in­
clude the manufacture of all raw materials 
into saleable· articles within the Act." 

My first point is that the hon. member is 
anticipating a matter that is already before 
the House. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: No, no! 

Mr. SMITH: You will recollect, Mr. 
Speaker, that the Minister for Agriculture 
has alread v introduced a Bill to amend the 
principal Act. That Bill was introduced in 
Committoe and read a first time, and it is 
due for its second reading on Tuesday next. 
I would like to quote from Sir Erskine 
:May's "Parliamentary Practice," twelfth 
edition, pages 248 and 249, which has some 
bearing on this point. " May" says-

" A motion must not anticipate a matter 
already appointe·d for consideration by 
the House, whether it be a Bill or an 
adjourned debate upon a motion." 

I contend that that covers the motion moved 
by the hon. member, and on that ground the 
second part of his motion is out of order. 
Then, again, the- motion seeks to provide for 
something that is already provided for in the 
principal Act. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: No, no ! 

Mr. SMITH : I wish to quote from the 
statutes in that connection. I find that the 
matters dealt with under the Co-operative 
Agricultural Production Act are as follows:-

" Primary products.-Butter, cheese·, 
milk, bacon, flour, cornflour, cotton, 
grain meal, jam, and preserved fruits, 
and such other products of the soil as 
the Governor in Council may from time 
to time declare, by Order in Council pub­
lished in th<J ' Gazette,' to be· primary 
products within the meaning of this 
Act." 

It will be seen that that definition is fairly 
wide, and covers everything intended to be 
covered by the motion. Furthe-r on the defi­
nition of " works" is given as follows :-

" vVorks.-Any works or factory for 
the manufacture or cold storage of pri­
mary products and the by-products there­
of, together with all machinery and 

Mr, Smith.] 
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appurtenances used therein or in connec­
tion there·with, and all tramways lead­
ing thereto, and thQ site of the works and 
all land used in connection with any such 
tramway.'' 

I claim that, on these two points, the second 
portion of the motion is entirely out of order. 
My second point showe, not only that the 
motion is out of order, but that it is quite 
unnecessary, and shows also that the hon. 
member has not made himself acquainted 
with the provisions of the principal Act 
which he desires to amend. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: It does not include secon­
dary industries at alL 

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla): I would like to 
point out that the Co-operative Agricultural 
Production Act of 1914 provides for e•ncour­
agement to agricultural production, while 
the motion moved by the hon. member for 
Drayton provides for the manufacture of the 
raw material into saleable articles. The 
principal Act does not provid<:• for the· manu­
facture of raw materials into saleable articles. 

The SPEAKER : Does the hon. member 
say that preserved fruits are not manufac­
tured from the raw article? 

Mr. MORGAN: I ce•rtainly say preserved 
fruits are manufactured from the raw article; 
bl!t in that cmmection I would point out 
that the Act does not provide for the manu­
facture of hides into leather; it does not 
provide for the manufacture of cotton into 
cloth, nor does it provide for the manufac­
ture of wool and numerous other raw articles. 
I certainly think the ,;,otion goes further than 
the principal Act, and therefore it is perfectly 
in order. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : I contend I am per­
fedly in order in moving this motion, as the 
principal Act does not go far enough. We 
are seeking an extension of the Act so that 
the same privileges as are enjoyed by pri­
mary producers can be granted to the· workers 
in the cities. The Act referred to only 
applies to primary products, and the object 
of the motion is to extend the benefits of that 
Act to city workers, and thus e·nable them to 
own their own factories. 

The SPEAKER : Can the hon. member do 
that in an Agricultural Production Act'! 

Mr. BEBBINGTO~: No. 
The SPEAKER: That is what the hon. 

member is trying to do. You would not say 
that the establishment of woollen mills comes 
under agricultural production. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: You could extend 
the co-operative principle. It is the co­
operative principle I want extended. 

The SPEAKER : Oh, yes ! I do not want ' 
to waste the hon. member's time in arguing. 
I really do not think that the first point is 
sound, br.cause it is quite possible that new 
matters might be introduced in the same 
session that are not contained in the present 
Bill. The Ministers might introduce an­
other amendment of th<J Co-operative Agri­
cultural Production Act with different objects 
from those aimed at by the Bill already on 
the business-paper, and consequently if he 
could do that any other hon. member mav 
move a motion requesting the Government 
to do it. So I do not think the motion is 
anticipation. As to the second point, there 
is no doubt that the Co-operative Agricul­
tural Production Act of 1914, which I have 
beforfl me, provides for the manufacture of 

[Mr. Smith. 

rrnv 1naterial. F.arn1ers. n1ay form co-oper&­
tive societies to build factories and convert 
raw material into manufactured artieles. 
The list given in the Act may be extendc'<l 
indetlnitcly by th<) Governor in Council. '.rho 
Governor in Council, may, for instance say 
that tanning comes within the Act. ' Tht• 
eection of that Act defining " primary pro­
ducte." reads as follows :-

"Butter, cheeRo, milk, bacon, flour, 
cornflour. cotton, grain meal, jam·, and 
prcsen·ed fruits, and such other products 
of the soil as th<J Governor in Council 
may from time to time declare." 

The Governor in Council has the power to 
declare hides to be a primary product, an-cl 
so the conversion of hides into leather might 
bo provided for under thP, present Act. 

l'vfr. Br:BBINGTOX: There may be some 
doubt about that. Certainly, tho Act was 
only intended for primary production and 
has only been used for that purpose. 

Th<' SPEAKER : The hon. member hM 
cxplained that he desire.s to do something 
altogether different. He mentions woollen 
mills and general manufacturing. 'rhe hon. 
member ;;houlcl have made that the subjecl; 
of a definite motion. I would suggest to thQ 
hon. mcmlwr, and to oth0r hon. members also, 
that when drawing up a. motion they should 
seek the eervices of the officers of the House. 
The officers of th<J House are always pre­
pared to help members to state definitely 
what they desire in a motion. This motion 
of the hon. member is nearly all made up 
of preamble and peroration. The G'JSential 
thing is contained in these words-

" the Government be requested to amend 
the Co-operative Agricultural Production 
Act of 1914 in a direction so as to in­
elm!<' the manufacture of all raw materials 
into saleable articles within the Act." 

That is all the motion. The rest1 of 
the motion is reallv argument. The hon. 
member could get a "broad enough discussion 
on the first portion of his motion. It is 
Thursday afternoon, and we do not want to 
lay down any very strict procedure regard 
ing private business, but I would sugg<:Jst 
to the hon. member that he confine himseLf 
to the first portion of the motion. which i8 
broad enough to enable him to discuss the 
whole question he desires to cover. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, h{'M'! 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Very well, Mt. 
Speaker. I move-

" That, in the opinion of this House. 
increased production in the secondar~· 
industri{'• of the State, by manufactur­
ing the raw material into saleablo 
goods, is E>ssential to the profitable E)m­
ployment of the people and the creatiou 
of a higher standard of living generally 
among the working classes." 

M:v renson for moving this motion is the 
need for employment amongst our workinf; 
class~s of to-day. The Treasurer assured 
us yesterday that there was a very largo 
number of persons out of employment. Wo 
have waiting for work numbers of returned 
soldiers and others, and our raw material 
is going away to other countries to bP 
mad<;: up, and it s<'ems to me that, practic­
ally speaking, ther0 has been no effort to 
a,;ist manufacturing in certain industries. 
I think that the Minister for Agriculture" 
should give all the assistance he can to those 
persons who are willing to manufacture such 
goods, and so find work. I wrote to Mr. 
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Groom. of tho F"deral Government, about 
this matter, and I maintain that if the 
Federal Government or the State Govern­
ment had done some such thing they CDuld 
have found work for the soldiers on their 
return, ospociallv for many of those who are 
disabled. I think that thev would -be better 
employed even if they \vere only earning 
half what they are receiving. It would bP 
Vf]ry much better to have them employed 
at something rather than to have them wait­
ing about and not knowing what they are to 
do, whieh is the case to-day. ThNe art' 
many mrn who arc not, tit for hard work. 
a.nd who have not karned anv trade or 
cc;lling; they arE> in th0 samP 'position as 
thf)y wore twelve mont.hs ago. Thev are not 

·able to earn a living, whereas it might have 
been otherwise if the Federal Government 
had taken the matter in hand and '"tablished 
<mme workshop whE'rf) 'uch men could hav<' 
learned tra-des and bo employed. I con­
eider that it is a national nce<'csitv that we 
should a:mist by co-operativ<• mca!1s in thi" 
ditection, m that Wt> can employ our own 
people. If we go to-day through Qu<jens­
land and look at the prospects of mannfac­
turo, we see that thPy arr- very dark. Then• 
is a feeling of insecmity. 'rh<'l'<' is "' f<Jeling 
that p~ople will not inn,et, money in manu­
facture or anything else. 

J\.Ir. CARTER: 'rhPre ir. a new 1.roolkn cotn­
pany with thousands of pounds. 

Mr. BEBBING'TOX: It may hP truP that 
""" are getting a little, but Wf' are not 
getting oil<:'-tenth of what we ought to b<> 
g<·tting. Therp is a vPry big reason for 
that. The production of the country i;; 
being injured in many way;;. One of them, 
'!_ contend, i~ the cloud which is ha.nging 
ovPr our State by reason of tlw objectiv<' 
of tlw Socialist party, which practically in­
tentls to seize the nwans of production. 
'rhere is also the insecurity of our transport. 
PeoplP <HP afraid to manufacture in tlw 
inland-they arc a.lmost afraid of producing. 
because at the present tirnP transport is 
imecure. Both our railway and shippinp; 
route~ .arp jnsccur<'. \Y f' cannot, und<)r our 
pres.'nt eondition;;, with th,, prPsent party 
in no\ver. who RPmn to haYP- lost thf' rPins 
of goYernment and seem not to lw ahl<· 
to govern a.t all, t£>11 thP <la~- wlwn an 
interruption may occur. Some individual, 
without an~- responsibility. practically spea.k­
ing-b<'• ausP lw knows he is qui to Faf<• from 
the Government sidP of the HouR{' and will 
not lw int<•rfered with-may gt't up and 
advocat<> a. strikE' or call the railwaY IlH'n 
out and ;;tDp the highways of trade.· It is 
!;his insecurity which in a big degrP<' i,­
prevcntiug- the manufacturing and thP exh•B­
•ion of manufaeturing and. <'onseqlHmtly. 
on1ploymr nr in our industri{'t' to -day. not 
nnly in tlw sccol!dar:. industrie··, but aho 
in th(' priHw,ry industrie:::. I 1naintain i.-hat 
th<> worker should have th0 same opportunity 
nf owning his factori<>s as thP farmer. \V<' 
h:p·e educated our pcoplP to a <"Prtain point, 
where tlwv. likE' mvsPlf, do not "ant t~> 
work for ;ther peo1il<•. but onl.v for them­
•fllvp,_ I think the;. are justiflod in that. 

\Ye cannot ~--'\o that we ha.Y<' not 
[4 p.m.J got tlw men: \V e cannot :,ay 

that our mc>n are bPlow tiH• 
"tan<hrd of th" men who have done so nlllch 
manufacturing-building- shipg and <'YPry­
tJhjng el"o-in othe-r countries, Lecaw:.:p our 
men have proved 011 the ba.ttlefields that 
1 hey are equal to anything-, 'l.nd if they had 

the sanw opportn11ity and_ receh·ed the sam<> 
<>ncouragcment, we are qmte sure they would 
giv<l the sam!.' result. \Yith the aims and 
objectives of the socialist party as they 
an\ therf' is no encouragf·n1ent lor thf' exten­
sion of manufactures. There 1s no encour­
agt'ment, practically speaking, f_or a man to 
earn n1ore Inoncy, or to own h1s o\vn hon10 
or anything dso, because the objective of th0 
parh is to bring· C\·crybody down to thP 
same level. wlwn tlwy wi I! be in receipt of 
thP same wages. A man becomes practically 
a machinP. \V P find thE' secrecy of th<' 
ballot-box is Jn·actically destroy!'d. If certain 
J H'opl•• will not Yote in the way thpy an' 
told, thPy arp dismi-•sP<l from thPir unions 
HOinotiin<~s. a.ntl it is 1nud{~ very hard for 
them to Jiq,_ A very big <.'ffort is made. 
after dectiom-. to find out which way n 
man votPd. Yen oftpn a man's living is 
takPn av,a-y hpeauS<' hP exer<'iRed hi~ right in 
voting in · th<· s~<·rpt ballot which his forf'­
fatlwr~. a;; labourers, fought for. We know 
JlPrfectly w<•ll the l'<'Aults which followed the 
last election ,.nd othpr·s. when we had 11. 

here"· hunt and men w<'i·" ch~tSed horn ono 
joh t'O anotlwr and prenmted from making 
a living on account of tlw way they voted. 
The,c thingd are puhlie property, th<'y are 
rrdyertised in the PrL"lS every day. l:nder 
a svstem of that sort we cannot expect men 
to 'give their best. We cannot expect that 
.a- nation ean prosper; rH~ither can we expect 
anyone to invest n1oney in a St.ate where suclJ 
a cloud is hanging on•r thPm. Though thew 
are some peopiP who are prepared to advance 
monpv to thE' State and to invest it, it do<>•• 
not .;:mount to one-tenth of what it ought 
to be. Our industries are not incwasing onr­
tenth of what they ought. I find that cve11 
in the Legislative Council Dr. Taylor advo­
ratcd the same kind of thing-a policy of 
manufacturing bv co-operation. where tlw 
workers should own their own factory. I 
find :Mr. R. C. Ru,msay practically advocat_ee 
the same thing. If he does not advocate 1t. 
hP •avs t!JP other thing is impos·:.iblc-that 
is, nationalisation or socialisation. \Ye must 
look to the end of our journey and_ se< 
what "'' aim at. To-dav, internatwnal 
o,ocialism ;, not fair to the· Australian boy. 
or, for that matter, to the Australian girl. 
It sacritic<'s our own Aust1·alian girls and 
hoy;; to forPigners. You c:an only han; a 
limih>c] number of apprPntwes. Everythmg­
is don<.' to keep JlPOplc• from going into 
industries. In tim<"' that are past. it. may 
haYP been necP,sary to protBct trademwn 
from competition in certain ways, but now 
that we have our Arbitration Courts I con­
tend thPrt' should bo a <'hange in sonw wa.y 
or other. For instancP, in apprenticing boy:-; 
wo can tak<' oBlv one boy whN'f' then• arP 
thl'P(' WOrkers. S.Uj)JlOSp t]l('rfl are thrPe mar­
ried mPn in a trade and thev havP threP 
boy~ ('arh--that is not many-Only ono boy 
a.t a tim<• ~an go into that t.rad<'. Tlw 
unions have not solved the problem of what 
t hPy are going- to do with the othPr half­
doz,•n boys. I do not. know whE'ther th!'y 
iutPnd to dro\\'n them, as is done in China, 
hut no provision whatcYer is made. If 
(•ngin1~(•ring- Ol' any other tradP adva.ncrs~ \V£' 
find that tlwn\ an\ no tradesn1en to cope 
with tlw "ork. 'l'hcrPfor<.' you are bringing­
foreiglJPl'.5 from Rus.sia. anc~ eve~·y other part 
of tlH· \I orld to Australia, and you ar<' 
rmshing· tlwm into the trades to occupy the 
places where our Australian boys should be. 
I consider that that is a very big disadvan­
tau-<'. and it is not fair at all to our 
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Australian boys and girl~. The ~y~t<'Ill I 
advo(·at-c is onp of C()-OpPrativP O\YIWrshill, 
;yhere tlw State ·hall deal with the workman 
<'xactlv the same as it does with the farmer, 
by assisting him to build his own factory, 
and by advancing hiin n1oney on the goods 
he has in stock. rnder that system you 
would certainlv pay the Arbitration Court 
wages and your apprt>ntices would probably 
ho the ,an1e in nun1bP1', but at the san1e 
time you would haYo such an advance in 
trade 'ancl lmsiness that it would make room 
for our Australian boys a.ml girls; instead 
of tlwir walking about the :'treets as they 
are doing to-day, we should find plenty of 
employnH'nt for them. I understand that 
our Railway Departnwnt is sadly over­
manned. Evervone admits that. At the 
.A.rhitration CoUrt procPi.•ding·s the represen­
tative of the Commissioner admitted that lw 
would lw unable to find work. PH'n for the 
0ngine-dri Y('l'B, if th~y were ~laf;"ed as 
nngine-drivers. Xot only is the Railway 
Departnwnt 'o gn•atly ovcr-st.affcd, but there 
are 1.600 men vet to return from the wa.r 
out of that dep.;.rtment. When they rPturn, 
what arP wp going to do with t!H'm '! That 
is om• of the difficulties \Yith which the 
Railway Department will he faced. )\o 
Governnwnt, c~itlwr State or Federal, has 
made any att< mpt yet to extend our industries 
and eneourage tlw workers as they ought to 
engage in those industries. \Ve had this 
><chPnte rPconmwnded on all hands. \VritPril 
in the J'rPss are advocating it every day. 
Mr. BC'ebv, who was paid bv the New South 
W alt>s G(n·ernmcnt to go ·to America, in 
portion of his report, said that by legislative 
and other action the Government encouraged 
the organisation of industry by the amend­
ment of t.hP arbitration laws in accord­
ancP with thc \Vhitlev scheme'; then en­
eouragpd ro-opcrati ve '<!istribntion to eo pC' 
with th<' increased pricP of eommoditics, 
and also gav<' <•ncouragcment to prolit­
'haring and c•o-operatin' production, a.s 
well a8 tnaking provision for national in::;ur­
anee against sic)<ness and unemployment. 
\Ve see that the people in other States arc 
thinking· about co-operation--you cannot have 
a meeting· of employers or employees but 
what this subject com€'s up--and yet no 
Government takes any steps to assist the 
workers to start eo-operative manufacturing. 
\Ve have to eompete with other countries with 
cheap labour, such as Japan. We must not 
forget that on our Xorthern borders we have 
Japan and China with their teeming millions 
of people. Then, we see nearlv £100,000,000 
a year going away to other· countries for 
goods which might be manufactured in Aus­
tralia. If onlv our State and Federal 
Gm·ernnwnts w;mld take some interest in 
these· subjects and get the workers together 
to find out what eould be don<>. there \voul<l 
he no unemployment or poverty in Australia, 
and \Ye "hould have a brighter and better 
nation. \VP may ask how it can he done. 
l'eopl<> >'ay that it ta.kPs working men all 
ih( ir tin10 to n1ako a living, and ·want to 
know how we arc going i.o <'nable working 
men to own their own factories. Thirtv 
years ago the farmers did not own a single 
factory. 'I'hPy had to take their produce to 
the Btorekeeper and get what they could for 
it. But to-day tlw farmer is able to manu­
facture m·ticles and to sell his own produc€'. 
The farmers to-day own over 100 cheese 
factori<'s, and many butter factories, costing 
thousands of pounds. Some of these factorie;,; 
eost £20,000. How did thP farmpr come to 
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own these factories to-day? Simply by using 
his brain;. Some of them were able to get 
cre-dit, and they took the responsibility on 
behalf of the others. I say that what they 
have done the workers can do. Labour is 
not the only means of nroducing wealth. 
Labour is useless, unless there are brains to 
direct it. The people who ha''" the brains 
that we want are to be found amongst the 
working classes. There is no question about 
that. 'fhc man who uses his brains, by se, 
doing increases. his one talent to two talents. 
By using his brains he develops them. When 
you have got the brains and the labour to­
gether. the capitalists and the bankers-as 
they did with the farmer-will come forward 
and flnd the money, and there will be no 
necessity to worry as to where the money 
will come from. I think that both the Fed­
eral and State GoYernments should step for­
ward and deal boldly. with this matter, and 
then, instead of having our brains and labour 
walking about the streets, with no supper in 
the home, and the goods which we should 
manufacture coming fron1 other countries, a5r. 
the position is to-day, we should have a better 
and healthier nation. What has been done 
in the past C'an easily be done in the futun. 
During the last three years over £400,000 
was lost to the workers in Queensland through 
strikes. 

:M1·. \VHITFORD: How long have vou b(·.f•n 
an ~tdvocate of co-operation? • 

:Mr. BEBBINGTON : There is not only the 
loss of wages involved in a strike, but a. 
great many other losses. For inst~tnce, take 
the strike of the waterside workers or the 
railway men. Fortunately, we have very few 
railway strike;,; our railway men are sensible 
men, and I think it would take a good deal 
to get them out in the South. In connection 
with the seamen's strike, not only the loss of 
£400,000 in wages, but the losses to the pro­
ducer have to be considered; altogether the 
losses would possibly come to ovpr £1,000,000. 
In the strike in 1912, which is the only one 
I have any record of, as far as the producers 
arc concerned, the producers lost over £60,000 
worth of produce in about nine days. With 
the money represented by these strikes we 
could easily start factories and employ our 
workers. 'l'he hon. member for Burrum 
asked how long I had been an advocate of 
eo-operation. I might state that I was con­
ne<:ted with the first co-operative company in 
Qnef'nsland. I have been a director of ·a 
co-operative company for twenty years. I. 
have pledged my own place as security fm· 
advancec, more than once, and to-·day my 
name is ~ecurity in two banks for the over­
draft on faetoriet'. I have seen the sum of 
£19 deposited in the bank to start a factorj, 
'vhich has been going for seventeen years, 
and has never missed its payments of nearly 
Jll,OOO a month to its suppliers. If the 
farmers can <lo thr.-;e things and become the 
owners of their factoriee. and independent, 
why cannot the worker~ do them? I say 
they can do them. But there is a power to­
day that is misl0ading the work<'r',, using 
them for 1•olitical purposes, and trying to 
blind them, saying that co-operation is nr· 
use. and that nationalisation and socialisation 
only ar(' good. They l'alk about a eo-opera 
tive Commonwealth. Let us take our rail­
ways, which to-day a1·e £1,400,000 behind. 
Who is going to work to pay off the deficit? 
Suppose yon foliow this thing right to the 
end, as hon. members opposite say, and the 
State owns everything. Let us take the on<' 
<·omtt.r~· that hns triPd it. On 26th March 
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last, in Hungary, the people went to bed 
as usual owning everything they had, but on 
the 27th March, when they got up, they 
found that the Soviet Government had 
passed a law confiscating everything and 
abolishing private ownership. What had 
they got? They have abolished private 
ownership-what hon. members oppos1te are 
trying to bring about. On the morning of 
lhe 27th March last every man and woman 
in Hungary was on the same dea·d level. 
Private ownership was abolished. Hon. mem­
br•rs cannot deny that the abolition of private 
ownership is the platform of the international 
,;ocialist; and, as the Premier came here 
direct from the conference of the international 
socialists, what can we think but that he 
and his party are connected with the inter­
national socialists? If we trace the thing 
right to the end we see that it means bringing 
down everybody to the same dead level. 
Where does the intelligent worker come in 
then? He will simply have to work to sup­
port the loafer. I think it is about time 
that the workers opened their eyes and 
realised what international so~ialism really 
rneans. 

Mr. BUTLER : \Yhat loafers are you refer· 
ring to? 

Mr. BEBBil'\GTON: I am not referring 
!o anyone in this Chamber as a. loafer; we 
nre all on the same level here. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: No. we are not. 
(Laughter.) · 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: We all draw the 
same salary, and I hope we all earn it. 
(Laughter.) What I said was that the intel­
ligent worker has to support the loafer. 
A~ording to an article that appeared in the 
'~'Worker" in February last, the only things 
that any person should own are his clothe~ 
und his toothbrush. Just fancy a community 
in which no citizen owned more than his 
clothes and his toothbrush! That is the doc­
trine taught bv hon. members ou the other 
,ide. As opp,;sed to that, we on this side 
<1dvocate the system of co-opemtion, which 
l10n. members opposite tried to block thi' 
afternoon, he~ause there can be no question 
that the hon. member for :iYiackay was prac­
tically put up to block the motion so that 
the workers should not Le able to read the 
discussion or to get the benefits of co-opera­
tion. I <'ontend that tlw partv opposite are 
working directly against the irltcrests of the 
worker, and that they are trying to mislead 
mm. I maintain that the principle of co· 
'lperatiye manufacture and ownership of fac­
tories by tho workers, which we on this side 
nf the HousP arp advocating bv this motion, 
is the right principle. For the' sake of argu­
ment, let me take the case of a worker in a 
State cnterpriFe that is fortunate enough to 
pay its way and make a profit. Of course>, 
we have no State enterprises of that kind up 
to the prcsc•nt; but. supposing· we had one 
which madP some srmt!l profits, who would 
~et those profits? \Vould it be the men who 
r•arnc·d them·: Xo. The men who earned 
those profits would have to share them >vith 
•.wery loafer, as well as with every middlP­
man and even· rich man in the State>. Under 
the system of ~a-operation which we ad,·o­
cate, wlwreb,- the worker would own the 
factorieB, the' workers would divide all the 
profits amongst themselves. It >vas to pre­
vent this view of the matter being pl11ced 
before the worker that the hon. member for 
Mackay was put up to raise a point of order. 
lhe object being to prevent the motion bPing 

discussed. That shows that the interest of 
hon. mt•mben; opposite in the worker is 
purely political, and that they are only 
interested in him for what they can get out. 
of him for their own ends. I havo mucl1 
pleasuro in submitting the motion to the 
House. 

HoN. ,J. G. APPET, (.·Hbcrt): In ri&ing V• 
second the motion of the hon. member for 
Drayton, permit me to sav that. I think hon. 
members are indebted to" that hon. member 
for the jnitiation of 111auy {lJl interesting 
debate on industrial and e<:onornic questions. 
The motion which has just l•een submitte,l 
to tho House for consideration is of th0 
higheet importance to every nwmbf'r of the 
eommunity who has the int<:recb uf the com­
munitv at heart. It deals with the estab­
lishment of 'econdarv industries and the 
employment therein of a la•ge sedion of the' 
people who are not employc•.d in, or who 
have no taste for employment 111. tho r:rodtw· 
tion of primary products. QnePn·.land, J!l com­
mon perhaps, with tho other Shtcs of t~o 
Com~onwealth, is particularly f01·tuna~c m 
being a.blc to produce a large nurnbt~r ot ra\Y 
products; and the sole 'l':'estion in many 
instances is that of convertmg- the m w pro­
duct into a manufactured artidP. \Ve know 
the large number of pm·c·ons who are enl­
ploycd in the production of huttPr and sugat 
in this State. We all know the la rg<' amounl­
of mon< v that has bePn returned to the Sratc' 
from overseas from the sale of those articlec, 
and that that _!noney goes into \·irculatio,n fot· 
the bPneht ot every pt>r•·nn. m the :Slate. 
Our \Vool has a readv Rale 111 t.he oyersea "· 
market; hut, if that >vool could hP manufav­
tured in this country, how many hand- c•nuld 
be employed here? 

:Mr. GrLDAY: We bcli0vc in that. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I am Yery :;lad !c>· 
hear th<' hon. memb<•r say so; hP Bh~uld 
record his vote in fayour of the moum1. 
Everv hon. member can join in congratulat. 
ing and corumending the hon. lllClllber fot· 
Drayton for giving hou. mcmlJN' the oppor­
tunitv of expres,ing· their views upon ·a sub· 
ject (,f the highe,t importauec to the t:<llll­

munity. 
::i<1r. GrLDAY: \Yhv thi> sudden <·onn•rsion 

at the eleventh. hm{r? 

Ho~. ,J. G. APPEL: ff tlw hou. m.,mh., ,. 
will only look back, he will a<hnit that, when 
I had tlw opportunity, something wa' dow• 
in this direction bv mo. If a!J the wool w~ 
produe<· in Quc•en~land cou1d he cnm c-rte•f 
into the urtiC'le$ which we 110\Y itnport front 
ov<•rscaB, '\vhat a utunlH'r of per·,ous 111i~ht lw 
employed in the indu>try, and wh<:t t~n 
anHJunt, of 1nonpy \Yould l>o r0tained 1-VltlHn 
the Statt'. and would g·o into <~ireulatjun for 
the bmwtit of those who reside >vithin it•. 
boundari<'>. \Ve all have to rPali,;c that it. 
is absolntelv cs,cntial that produc·tion "hould 
bo int·rpa~e·d. \Y c an' fa<:0cl with t iw trt• 
n1endous burd<•ns \vhich have lH:>cll hrougl.tt 
aLouL 1,~· du:~ gTP-at w.ar \vhlch l~a~ ju~t, ~K,en 
c·<.mcluch·d: and !he only >Yav bv whidt tilo·•· 
ln1rden~ ean bn liquidcltecl ·is by increasin.!:! 
our pr(Jduction, not. alone of our prirHar.Y 
prodtH't~~~ hut abo in connec·tion \Yhh our 
secondary industries. (Ilear, hear') \Vv 
know \vliat other couutrie~ haYe douL~. Onf· 
has hncn speeiallv mentioned-- ,Japan .. \V 
kno--w that sinee the war ('OllinH .. •nccd Japan 
he, rnore tha.u eser t•nterpJ the Iuarl~A~t:-: of th<· 
>\Orl<L and is now exporting !erg" qnavt.iti<'' 
of tnaunfaetur<>d good~ tu tho ( \n1uno11v;.y:lltlt 
of .\u-nalia. \Y<' knuw that the <'ulnh•tul!c 
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und< r "·hich thos<' articles arE> manufac­
tnrf'd-thP iow rate'~ of pay given to th0 
prodncN'' or manufacturers of those articles 

-cannot commend themselve·'· to 
[4.30p.m.] any thinking member of the com-

munity who has the interests of 
his fellows at heart. That alone should be a 
reason whv we should deal with this matter 
with one oommon purpose, and do all that we 
<>an, by legislation or otherwise, to effect the 
.-stablishment of secondary industries, so that 
it will not be ncce3sary to allow goods manu­
factured by a race who. however thf'y may 
1>e commended for their thrift, and however 
thankful we may be to them for the way in 
which their warships protcded our boys on 
their yoyage to tho scene of strife, do not 
live under the same conditions as the people 
in Australia enjoy. Wc> realiw that there is 
a differP!Jc·e between our race, betwPen a 
white Australia, and the Japanese. Their 
whole methods of life and their ideas of lifP 
are absolutely different from anything· that 
we eah approve', m· that any Government 
which directs the affairs of the State can 
<tpprove, and their methods are absolutely 
different from any m!'thods which we can 
adopt for the improvement of such industries 
<lB are mentioned in this motion. We all 
know that our secondary industries are allied 
+o our primary industri'''· There are many 
produds that we cannot export ber.ausp thev 
are produced in other <:ountries, and unless 
W(' can find a means hy which those products 
< n n be manufactured and utilised in our own 
<'ountry. it is not worth while producing them 
in this Htat<:>. Many of our primary product.' 
are JwglPded, but would if they rC'ceived 
attpntion do well in Queensland 'bucause of 
ihe suitability of hPr climatic: conditions. 
Owing to this neglf'ct several avenues for 
i;he crnplovment of men in our countrv 
districts at:P closed, and WP are, perforce. 
<"ompelled to import the very products the. 
raw material of whic·h we could pr~duce 
quite !'asily. \Vt• arc compelled to import 
the manufactured articles when we could 
produce a superior primary product for their 
numufacture. Is not an effort to encourag" 
such production onP which should commend 
itself to every member of this House. and 
tn cry member of the community who desires 
io see tlw progress, prosperity, and happines,; 
0£ thE' people of this State? We all know 
that all men have not the inclination to go 
upon the land. Th0rc are some men who arc> 
physically unfit for a life upon the land a<'< 
primary producers, while they are fit and 
Ita vc the inclination to cngagt' in our 
seoondarv industries. Then, whv not afford 
f,hem the means by which tlwy can lw so 
<>mployed? ·we do not. p;0t the article; which 
arc manufactured by dwap labour at a 
c•hectp~r rate .. UnfC!rhmately, owing to. the 
condrbons whrch exrst t.o-dav. those arhelcs. 
which arp sometimes mar)ufactured at a 
fraction of what it would cost to manufacturt· 
them here. we are compelled to usc> nnd to 
wear. I venture to sav that if ,,ur own 
]lP<)plP produced tho'<' ·articles W<' 8hould 
rc,ccivf' article" which would be ven much 
wperior to the shoddy articles wl{ich an• 
now put upon the market. 'Those articl<'' arc 
l'roduced--I will not say by an inferior race. 
hecauso they haYC the good qualities which 
I have alrea·dy indicated--but they are pro­
duced bv that race at a cost at which no 
white man should be asked to produce them. 
H we are to settle this great country and 
omprove thP conditions of the peoplP, tlw 
'!Jl'imary and thP eecondary industriffi must 
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go hand in hand. It is to the country that 
we must first look. It is an old truisin that 
it is not tlw town which makes the country, 
but that it is the country which makes tho 
town. It is the produce of our primary 
industries which enabks people to live in 
comfort in the cities. We have only to look 
at the history of other countries for th0 
proof of this statement. Those countries 
were in the first instance merely primary 
producers, and while they were primary pro­
ducers they never became wealthy. The 
amount of monev which was in circulation 
among their people was comparatively smalL 
with the result that wages were low. and the 
comforts and conditions of life were not what, 
they should be. There i, a striking examplP 
of that in connection with the great enemy 
whom we fought and whom we subdued. 1 
reff'r to Germany. It is but a short time ago 
that Germany was simply a producing 
country-an agricultural country-but a few 
years ago she became a manufacturing 
country, and by becoming a manufacturing 
country she was able to improve the con­
ditions of life among her people, and to 
increase her towns. She became such a 
wealthy country that, so ffl.r as wealth is 
concerned, she was practically equal to our 
own country. That ahsolntely proves my 
contention- that, however n<'cessarv and im 
portant it may be to improve and 'foster our 
primary indush'ies, we must remember that 
if we are to succeed we must do all we can 
to establish secondary industries on such a 
basis as will encourage our primary pro­
ducers to produce the raw material WE' 

require. \Ye should see to it that every 
effort is made to increase and improve our 
primary production, that we produce the raw 
muterial required for our own manufactures, 
and that a market for such products should 
be found in our own country. We should 
then ha ye a product which ·in every way 
would be superior to the imported article. 
Of course, I know that some hon. members 
sitting on the Government side of thP- Hous0 
haye a theory that all happiness might be 
gained by the' division of the present exis~ing 
wealth. But if that theory was brought mto 
operation, the proposed division would allow 
onlv a very small amount of money for the 
sh<J.1·e of each indiYidual in the State. 

::VIr. COLLINS: Who belie\'CS that? 

Hox. ,T. G. APPEL: Hon. members on 
the other side of the House are very fond 
of quoting theory. They give us theories, 
t hQorie:;, theories,_ bnt they are not prac­
tical in their proposals. When hon. members 
speak in this Honse they ought to have som~­
thing more than theory to lay before thmr 
fello\v members and before the peopl~ of the 
RtatP · thev should have something which 
is not only good in theory, but is likewise 
good in practice. I venture to say that the 
proposition contained in the motion is one 
which is good in practic<;). Is it not better 
to produce new wealth by increased produc­
tion rather than do, as I said the other day, 
" Chase the shadow and lose thE' substance," 
ouch as talking of the division of the wealth 
alrea.dv accumulated? We must all realise 
that brains are not the exclusive property 
of the wealthv members of the community. 
As a matter of fact, the contrary is the case. 
When any member of the commumty who, 
like myself, i~ a natiye of thi~ StatQ and 
a native of th1s very mty of Bnsbane, looks 
round and sees the men who have made a. 
success of life, who are large employQrs of 
:abour. who have done a great work in the 
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settlement of this State in promoting the 
developm~nt of this State, and in promoting 
the happmess of their fellow men, he finds 
that every one of th!)m were workers, As a 
boy I have seen them start on the lowest 
nmg of the ladder, and what they can do­
what has been done in years gone by-can 
still be donE'. I have that opinion of my 
fellow m!)n that I think the brains are there, 
that the energy is there, that the desire is 
there, but there should be no shackles im­
posed upon them to restrict that desire to 
improve thQir condition, In a youn~t land 
>.uch as thi8, where opportuniti•·s are equal, 
where thP educational f11cilitie, are open tD 
every member of the communitv, no restric­
tion ahr;ul~ ~e imposed upon any unit, and, 
1f an md1v1dual 8UCCE>cds in life to my 
mind he is a man worthy of bein'g looked 
up to as an exampl0 of what ean lw <lone bv 
brains, by energy, and by thrift. ' 

Mr. GLEDSON: What about the Pmplove<> ·: 
He is to have equal opportunity to star~-e? 

Mr. Bl:TLEll: vVe cannot all b•~ <'mployN". 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Unfortunatelv not. 
because, unfortunatelv, WE' are not all born 
equal. When I say i1ot born equal I mean 
we are not all endowed with the same brain 
power; wP are not all endowed with that 
desire to improve our condition. I have 
110 doubt that the verv hon. membt<rs who 
interject have seen me,;: 8tart on equal terms 
-perhaps on<; started on even better terms 
-and ol!e has beconw an 11mployer and the 
other wlll always remain one of the Pm­
played. That is as we are born. So Wl' 

came into the world, and that is the world 
~~es it is to-day. \Ve realio<; in our legi,lation 
that equal opportunity should be afforded 
to all. Tab• our seholasti<· institutions. 
Why do we give scholarships? \Vhy do W<' 
give bursaries'? Every bov cannot win a 
scholarship. Evcrv bo\· cannot win a bur­
sary. But becausEl ev'ery boy cannot win 
a scholarship or a bursary, or cannot acquirP 
the. distinction~ which are given in our (ldu­
catwnal estabhshmenh. should no boy r15ceiv0 
a scholarship? Should no bov receive a 
bursary? Should no bov recoi~e academic 
distinction? We know ·that to him who 
merits it the palm should be given, and to 
dQCry our manhood because thev make a 
~uooess in life is a fallacy which 'should not 
be entitled to eommendat1on from any mem­
ber of this Hou,;c and will not be commended 
!Jy any member of the community. 

The PnnnER: Arr ~on blaminf; "" for 
that? 

HoN. J. U. APPEL: 'l'lw Premier knom• 
that I am not. The stand I takP, is this : 
That thi>' is a subject which should comnwnd 
itself to everv member of tho House and to 
()very membe;. of the communitY, but I find 
hon .. members sitting on the other side of 
the Hous() who designate as a profiteer or 

thief any one of their fellows who bv 
m~ans of his thrift, and cnergv. and abhit~. 
rises in this world. · · 

Mr. Gu:nso:-;: If lw ha" tr,tmph•d on 
the workt>r·;. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Because he has risen 
by the m~ans I have indicated he becomes 
a thief. It is a criminal action', iri' the eyes 
of some hon. members sitting behind the 
Government, to succeed in life. What is the 
nbject of our scholastic institutions if it is 

not to give thos<) who desire it an oppor­
tunity to improve their condition? 

The PRE211:IER: That is misrepresentation. 
You really do not say succeeding in I ife is 
profiteering? 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I do not, but I say 
that hon. members sitting behind the Go­
vernment, by interjections, fr<;quently refer 
to their own members who may have im­
proved their position in life as profiteers, 
as thiefs-practically a~ criminals-because 
they have taken advantage of tho oppor­
tunitv whieh th..: State ;;fforded. I do not 
regard them as profiteer>. If any of my 
fellowo huv<' made a gn;ator succ•<··ss of lif,. 
t.han mvself I am proud of them; I do not 
look upon them with env.i·. 

ThP Pm;)I!Ell : Do von believp in pro-
flteC'ring ~ ~ 

/ 

Hox. J. U. APl'EL: I do not. I would 
sooner that the Premier had brought in a 
meas~u·e dealing with profiteering than some 
of the legislation which he is attempting to 
placp on th(' statute-book. and which will 
not be of benefit to tho community as a 
whole. 

'I'ht• PREmF.ll: You admit that there is 
profit~<·ring-. 

Hox . • T. U. APPEL: There i<> no question 
uhout it, and if the Premier is bona fkle hP 
will forthwith bring in a measure to deal 
with profiteering, and he has the assurance 
from me that, so far as my humble support 
is concerned or so far as any power of 
sp[!ech that I may have--

The SPEAKER: Order~ Order l 
Hox .• J. G. APPEL: You will realise, Mr. 

Speake1·. that I have been led astray. 
(Laughter.) I do not like to be discourteous 
to thi• hon. gentleman who leads the Govern­
nwnt, and when he leads me off the path 
HlllWtimes 1 digress as I should not. I 
n•a!isp that, and regret having done so. But 
there ie, a method by which can be effected 
all that i11 aimed at in this motion. It has 
bec>n touched upon by the hon. member ~ho 
moved it. that is, the method o~ cr;-r;peratwn. 
Of course, we know that the mdlYldual has 
succeNhxl. \Ve know that groups of indi­
viduals have succc'{)ded-unquestionably we 
have had it proved in the State that by 
nwan·· of co-operation members of the com­
munitv have made a success of the particular 
lmsinC:ss in which they have been engaged. 
To mv mind it is better than State ownership 
of our indmt£ies, because the State becomes 
a profite<'r. I notice that it has be.en claimed 
t.hat various State enterprises have made 
large profits. 'I'ho'e profits are not distributed 
amongst the workers, whereas in a co-opera­
tive undertaking Pvery halfpenny of profit is 
distributed among the members of the co­
operation, and to my mind that is one thing 
which makes it commendable. Then there are 
no strikes in connection with our co-operative 
factoriee. In our Government institutions-­
perhaps I am wrong in calling them institu­
tions if they are business undertakings-we 
find strikes 'even there. In our great public 
utilitv, the railways, we find there are strikes. 
In th-;, State butchers' shops we find there are 
strikes. But in our co-operative factories we 
never find a strike. Why? Because every 
member of that co-operative factory is inter­
t:sted in its success; every member knows 
that he will receive every halfpenny of profit 
made bv that fa.ctory. That. to my mind. 
is why · co-opE>ration ie the solution of tht' 
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difficulty. Hon. members opposite ge-neral!;-· 
claim to be the only ones who desire to sec 
the adnmcement of their fellows-so long as 
thev do not rise above a certain level-no 
tall poppies are permitted. I say that if 
they are hom•ot in this matter they will give 
every assistance to it. They will urge its 
adoption-although I do not know whether 
they have the power of urging, because we 
know that there is an outside influence to 
which they have to respond. I would ask 
them to reflect. They have frequently given 
expression to beautiful theories. I have often 
listened with pleasure to the theories which 
have fallen from members sitting on that 
side of the House; but I have yet to see any 
practical result from the theories which they 
have submitted. If the theory be good, put 
it into practice. Here we have the oppor­
tunity of dealing with what we know is a 
sucoe''· \Ve know that it is absolutely neces­
sary that secondary industries should be 
established. We know that with the estab­
lishment of secondary industries under the 
conditions which guide rates of wages in the 
State, a decent wage C'Un be paid, and if the 
wage which is paid is not sufficient let a 
greater wage be paid, and let us be prepared 
to pay more for the article, because, if those 
who are cngag~d in those secondary industries 
are honest-and they can be honest-and 
produce the article which they can produce, 
the value of that article and the wear it will 
give will be of such a character as will make 
it well worth the higher amount in com­
parison with shoddy goods manufactured by 
cheap foreign labour, and will entitle those 
workers so working for their own benefit in 
co-operation to receive such remuneration as 
will enable them to live in comfort. Do not 
w·e all aim at that-to see every individual 
comfortable? That has always been my 
desire. Does any hon. member think that 
because members sit on this side of the House 
they desire to see people existing under 
wretched conditions? I, for one, do not; I 
prefer, as I said before, to sec my fellows 
improve their conditions; and if they can 
Jive better and more comfortably-and manv 
of them live better and more comfortably 
than I can afford to do-I point to them with 
pride as examples of what can be done in 
this State of mine, an object lesson to those 
whom we <lesire to assist us in its ·develop­
ment. I trust that hon. members will give 
this motion-or that portion of it which we 
are discussing- -their hearty support; and 
again I say that the thanks of the House are 
due to the hon. member for Drayton for 
giving us the opportunity of expres,ing our 
views. on what is, to my mind, one of the 
mor·t Important matters that can possibly be 
<liscussed in this or in any other Legislature. 

:Mr. F. A. COOPI£R (Bremo·): I desire to 
amend the mution of the hon. member for 
Drayton h,\' adding to it the following 
words:-

,, That a full standard of living will be 
rPaehed by s~curing the full results of 
their labour to all workers; and to secure 
this it is neccss<~ry that the worker,; own 
and c<:mtrol the means of production, dis­
tnbutlOn. and exchange; that production 
be for use, and not for profit; and that 
this desirablo end can best be reached bv 
thP rAalisation of the objective of tht' 
Australian Labour Party." 

In spAaking to the words I propose to add to 
the motion, I desire to point out that the 
motion of the hon. member and the speech 
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of the hon. member for Albert are just addi­
tional evidences of the fact that the world 
genora1ly is to-day recognising, has been 
forced to recognise,· a rnovmncnt that is as 
olJ as labour itself. The great events Europe 
and tlw whole world have just passea 
through have brought to the minds of all 
people the aL·<Jlute knowledge that something 
must he dam', and done. speedily, for the 
people who through all the ages have pro­
duced the wealth of the world, but haYe 
rccPivNl but a very, very small portion of it. 
You find such cvi<lenees in all walks of lif(·. 
In all countries, in all sections of the com­
Inunity, peoplf': are 6aying no·w·, " Sornethin~; 
must he done." \Ve find an honourable and 
learned member of the t:'pper House moving 
in the direction that " something must bP 
·dom'." WA find the hon. member for Dray­
ton suddenlv alive to the fact that "som0· 
thing must 'be done," and the hon. membf'r 
for Albert seconds his good intentions--which, 
of course, so far as members on the other sidf' 
arc concerned, I am forced to believe arc 
merelv intentions. and will be but further 
flagstonPs on that broad road that leads tv 
that well-known and favourite pleasure resort 
of certain peopk who will do evil thingF. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: l have been workin:.; for 
that end for twcnty-thr~ years. (Laughter.\ 

Mr. F. A. ~XJOPER : I understood that 
the hon. gcnt!emaJl had other intentione. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: T Jn(•ctn co-operation. 
(Renewed laughttr.) 

Mr. F. A COOPEH: 1 wi'h tb" hm~. 
gentleman would not work so much in th<> 
dark, but would come out lllOl'P ioio the· 
open w that wn n1ight :-:eP his goo1l work:-. 
Of course, we take his word fo1· the good 
works, but words arc not ahvay' Pviclene<. 
and, as a ma.tt<·r of fact. as far a' I an_ 
concerned, it is nwr('iy hearsay cYidPnt:C' iH 
this ease, and I and others are not hot~no 
to accept it. Th<' hon. member fm· Alberr 
said that, although hP had ]ward heantifu: 
tlwories from thB ,ir]p of tlw Hom-e. he· 
would ho ha.d rnore practice. Ever sinOf· 
labour has bec·n labour. <'VN' since thco 
worker has lwen toiling, ("·er since the per­
spiration has hef'Il dripping from his brow 

that somc·body <'lse might shar<· 
[5 p. m.J the fruits of his labour, th<> 

worker ha~ been endeavouring i<> 
hetter the state of society ; he has been evH"· 
lastingly urging his own claim, being sur 
pressed, being kept down, being· told that. lw 
i;; quite a subordinate being· by all sections of 
those people who have ruled--the church a.­
well aR the others. The part of the <'hnrci-. 
to which I tun wpposPd to owe allep;iancc--­
t.hc Uhurch of Englaud-ha~ sonH~thing in it ... 
eatc•ehisrn to the effC'~t that \H' sha.ll h<· 
satisfied with that state in \\ hieh it shal' 
please God to call ll'. Yon will iind thai 
uinety-ninP out of a hundrccl <·lprgynwu of 
the ( 'hureh of England awl otlH,r,; inwrpr<·i 
that to uwan that vou ;.hall bt> satisdiecl witL 
that state in whic:h it "has" }Jh'ased l;od 
to <'ai; n~. So far as I cuu ('OllCCl'!H!-d, th•­
rcading is .. in which it 'shall' p]easG Him, .. 
and I do not know to what f'tate it ~hall v< 1 

plea•.e Ilim to ndl nw. \Yhy should I 'he· 
satisfied with thi" present state wlwu I d<· 
uot know what He might have in store fo!' 
me: There can b0 no question that it has 
been a world-wide idea that vvo should f~· 
very, vC'ry s:rtisfi<'d; very, very humble; vor). 
YPry lmvly, asking for nothing more thai. 
is given to "·'· being 'atisfied with our l<•t 
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anu g<'ncrallv thankful that we aro alive. 
I se<' that hon. members, even on this side 
of th<' Hous0. are still wearing tho forelock 
a. little long whioh their forefatlwrs wore 
long in order that they might bob reverently 
to the squire as h,, wende-d his way along 
the highway built by the labourer. It is 
nearlv time we cut our front locks and 
asserteu our own individual opinions upon 
this matter. 

:l\Ir. ( 'OLLI!\S: Hear. heart 

:lrlr. F. A. COOPER: 'l'o sati•,fy th<' hon. 
m<'mber fm· "\lbert, I desire to say that our 
endea.vour to right the wrong is not a thing 
of to-clay; it is not a thing of ;yesterday. 
It has be(_~n going on for ages anJ ages. 
One of onr old, old leaders \Yrote eomething 
to the effect that-

.. ·when AJam delved and Eve span, 
\Yho \Yas then the gentleman'" 

He had notions that things \Yere wrong 
in those days. Onf'e upon a tin1e, we 'vere­
tol<l. we asked for breau and W<' got a stOiw. 
Tho;,e things have not altered very much 
to-clav. To-dav ,.,-e ask for a loaf and thev 
giw 'us a little; slice, an<l b;y mean; of thE'Ir 
profit-sharing they are hoping to eom0 out 
every twPlY<' 1nonths and give us, perhaps, 
a cr<'am puff with a little bit of <·rinkled 
pa]wr on it-some little attractive thing to 
talw our mind off the fnll thing that should 
be th<' worker's-the fnll rE'sult of his labour; 
'omc little platituuf', some litt!e g<'Wgaw, 
somP little thing that will satisfv him. Even 
the ehurch has given us a tract when we 
have asked for brNtd. Labour, struggling 
in ih endeavour to reap the full result of 
its labour, is now throwing off its shackles. 
is now endeavouring to la.y the foundation 
of a <olid ch·ilisation that we ought to have 
had long eenturit•s ago. The hon. member 
for Albert said that hon. members on this 
.idc believed in the division of the wealth 
of the world. No greater fallacy "·as ever 
,;tatC'u-that we ar<' the dividers-up; WE) are 
the accumulators, the people who want to 
bring thP wE'alth into the one fold that all 
may enjoy. Hon. gentlemen on the other 
"ide of the House are the dividers-up; they 
arc the representa-tiV<'S of the people who 
want the whok world to labour, and thev 
to tab• tlw bigger division of it. I believ0 
that if the world honestly made an earnest 
endPavour it eould very easilv settle thf' 
grNtt problem of pm·ert~:, the gi·pat problent 
of wretchedne,s, and the great pr<)blem of 
miserv. \Ve ha.ve a wonderful brain. It is 
not n;a t there is any difference in the brains 
of th<' ,eommtmit~'· The hon. member for 
.\lbert maun 'omc remark that he lme"- the 
brains of tho ·world "\H_lre not po~~Pssed by 
the rielt. As a matter of fact it is not a 
question of brain HJ much as a question of 
brain d<'velopnwnt; and that is what we 
aim at on this sid0 of the Hous<', to d<>velop 
the brains of the people, to cultivate their 
brains, to t~nlightPn the1n, to give then1 
knm\ leuge. \Ye know that wlwn the great 
bulk of tlH' <'ommunity have knowledge, 
when thP~' havp karning, wh0r1 they have 
Hndt r,tandinp;-knowledgo of tlwir own 
pow0r and undNstanding of the true position 
--therP will be no need for us further to 
debut<' this p;n·at problem, because it will be 
settled, and spttled effectivelv. \Ye have no 
desirP to level Llown. Olir great de.oire 
;tlways has been to build up. 

:'l1r. C'or.uxs : Hear, hear! 

:Yir. F. "\. COOPER: Science will e<:>nw 
to our aid. as it has come to the ,,jd of 
other thing-s. \Ye have a. wonderful know­
ledge of c<;rtain things. \V e know the depth 
of th€' sPa. wo know the habits of the crea­
tures that live in the sea, we know th" 
things that are at the bottom of th.- sea. 
\Ve know the ha,bits of the birds of the air 
and the bea,;ts of the field. \Ye ha,ve instru­
ments \vith which we can weigh the sun. ·we 
know the size of Jupiter. \Ve can tell you 
to a second wlwn the eclipse <tnd Jupiter's 
moons will occur. 

:VIr. BEBBIXGTOX: Do they have co-opera­
tion ther0 ·: 

:'llr. F .. \. COOPER: There is in th<: solar 
systE'm n mighty co-operation that keeps it 
going. I say "·e ha.ve bra,ins. that allow 
us to undPrstand that co-operatiOn. but W{, 

have newr yet api)lied them to a co-operativ<t 
system which will g·ive us an ordinary, com­
plete, and amicable arrangement upon thi• 
<'arth the :mnw as exists in the solar system. 
The hon. nwmber ought to know that if 
we mad<' an honest attempt to solve th<' 
prol>lcm. \YC could do so. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTOX: That is wha.t I told 
you ; you eould <'asily <lo it, but you <lon't. 

Mr. F .. \. COOPER: I am cAJming more 
and mor<' to the opinion that the hon. mem­
ber is tlw true and original phonograph. 
If he told us that. it is somE'thing that h<> 
heard from this side, and he is merel:r 
giving us hack \mrds that camr! from U5 

long enough ago. I do not intend t.o delay 
the House at any length, becauso I knovt 
ther<' arP a number of hon. members who 
want to spPak upon this most importa.m; 
question, hut I would like to read one or 
two little things to show that we hav<> 
endeavoured for many years to right thi~ 
great problf'm. Carlyle said-

•· All true work is sacred; in .all true 
work, w<>rP it but hand labour, there i~ 
;;om<'thing of divineness. La,bour, widt' 
ns the f'arth, has its summit in heaven. 
HwPat of the brow, and up from that to 
sweat of the brain. sweat of th<' heart­
which includes a,ll Kepler calculations. 
::'\ pwton meditations, all sciences, alJ 
spoken <'pies, all acted heroisms, martyr­
dams-up to that ' agony of bloody 
""eat' which all men hare eallNl divin<'· 
Oh, hrothc·r ! if this is uot 'worship,' 
thcH. I say, the more pity for \Yorship. 
for thi,, i, the noblest thing ynt <hs­
eoYered undPr God's sky." 

That is <'ar]ylc's estimate of the dignity of 
labour-the ~lignity, unfortunately, of thL 
people whos<• labour has not bePn yo 
<lecenth· rpeognieed by the people of the 
world. · Labo!ll', I know, is honourable. l 
knmr thN'<' is great dignity about labour. 
\Yhat I !lm Btriving for is to get thos~< 
people who t.a]k of the dignity of labour 
and the honourableness of labour to recop;· 
nise the dignity of the labourer and hono~r 
the toiler. I want the gentlemen wllo 
talk like that from their pulpits and publi<· 
pi atforms to see that the vor;y front pews ar<> 
kept for these dignified people who do th<·· 
dignified work; to see that they are not 
hustled into the back corner of tlw church 
and kE'pt \\·aiting in the porch until the rich 
eontributor is comfortably seated. As OJ.l<· 
of the things to sho'v \Ve are in earnest In 
cndeavouring· to solve these great problems, 
we might show our decency. 

Mr. MORGAN : People ge-nerally like to get 
into the hack pews of the church. 
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Mr. E. A. COOPER: I am sorry to hear 
the hon. member say that, because that is 
'L train of argument I should be very loth 
to adopt. I am sure the hon. member will 
think over it, and see- that he does not always 
l:ry to get to the back pew of the church. 
1 knr·w one gentleman who always sat there 
hecause it was the last pew the plate came 
to, aDd h<' was able t<J hang on to the· three­
t•Gnny piece a little longer. (Laughter.) 

The objective of the Labour party is to 
Mcure to all the people who work the full 
:results of their labour. To work doe<! not 
rwces•arily mean that you should use your 
hands only. but it means that you should 
clo· mcful work for the community, either 
with the hand or brain, or with both, because 
110 m .. m can use his hands without exercising 
hi-; brain, and it must be only those workers 
with th<' hand and the brain who are to 
<mjoy the fruits of labour. 'l'lw pure para­
site-the man who takes wealth that he does 
not produce, or lifts no finger in producing­
must have no place whatever in the scheme 
of things. It does not mean that the big 
m ana .~f"C i, a loafer, or the big director is 
t loaf< r, hut the big shareholder or the big 
moneyed-man, who only allows his money 
to operatP for him, is one of the big para­
,ites cf soeieh, and ther0 are others. I think 
MirabPau pui: the thing plainly to us when 
h~~ r;ai 1--· 

" I know but three ways of living in 
"'''~iety: you must either be a beggar, a 
rohh•r. or a wage-worker." 

'Then: io the whole thing in a nutshell; put 
l.}ng a.';·o by Mirabeau, and taken as a head­
ing one of his chapters by one. of the 
'Feat writer, upon the cause that we have 
·O rmlCh at heart-bv J. 1\forrison Davidson. 
I would recommend this volume, although 
it voas printe-d some few years ago. to the 
notie<' of hon. members opposite. They will 
get from it a full grasp of the great trials 
and tribulations through which the t<Jilers 
have <:onw in their endeavour to reach some­
thing like -decm1cy, something like a pwper 
state of living; to get something more for 
their toil than the beggarly pittance they 
.'l"et to-day; because the breadwinner goes 
out in a morning and does not know whe·ther 
there ,,j]] be work for him next month, next 
week, or next day. Everlastingly there 
hangs over his head the knowledge that if 
he was suddenhy (>~ ll.P·rl ~wav h1~;~ ·u.rnrnon_ 

folk would bE' le'ft t~ l~bo;-;;,- to -;;~rry,~-;;.;;d. 
possibly, to degrad11,tion. Tom Hood 5a.w 
all this ,taring the "orker in the fal'e when 
lw wrote tllE'sc wonderful lines-

" Work work work 
Till' the b~·ain b~gins to swim: 

\Vork, work, •.vork, 
Till th<> eye~,: are heavy and dim ~ 

Sr ·m, and gusset, and band, 
Ik1Ld, and gusset, and seam. 

Till over the buttons I fall asleep 
And sew them on in a drPam : 

0 ! men with sisters dear, 
0: men with mothers and wi,·e,;, 

It is not linen you're· wearing out. 
But human creatures' lives! 

t-.titch, stitch, stitch, 
ln poverty, hunger, and dirt, 

Sewing at once with a double thread 
,\ shroud as well as a shirt." 

Although Tom Hood wrote those lines manv 
years ago, the despair is not finished ye( 
the dangE'r still hangs over the heads of our 
womenfolk. We know not what a day will 
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bring forth so far as that is concBrned, and 
it is a terrible thing to think that, after 
all our years of boasted civilisation and of 
Christianity, we· have not come to a better 
state of b'jng than that we do not know 
of a surety our position for to-morrow. That 
is the whole object and idea of the great 
labour movement-to make living secure; 
not to rob anybody, not to take from a.ny­
bod:v that which is his, but to give to every­
body the full frqits of his labour. It is to 
make sure that the life which has been given 
to us will be enjoyed by us. What is life 
given to us for? Is it given to us to be 
the me·re slaves of other people? Did thf' 
great God, when he designed the universE' 
and provided for the settlement of this little 
part of it with these intellige,nt beings-did 
he design that the very few were t<J havE' 
thE' fruits of labour, while the great multi­
tud<' were io be" in grinding povert:v all thE> 
days of their lives? Surely hon. 'members 
opposite will see when they reflect that no 
such thing was ever intE'nded t Let them 
think of the wonderful way in which the 
Messiah met all objections that were raised. 
I quote again from 1\forrison Davidson. Ht· 
savs. talking of the Messiah-

" In a word, He preached and prac­
tised the most absolute collectivism, and 
beyond His teaching, no Proudhon, no 
St. Simon. no Marx can posRibly go. 
Is it ' rent' that is in question? What 
of the birds of the air? Thev do not 
gather into ba1•ns or produce- ' Sll,rplu~ 
value' for landlords. Yet are the~ fed 
by the Almighty without vain anxiety 
about the future. Is it a qu!'stion of 
· interest ' ? Then ' lend hoping for noth­
ing again, and your rewa1'd shall be great 
and ye shall be the childre·n of the 
Highest.' Is it a question of 'profit'? 
Then ' do unto others as you would that 
they should do unto you.' To all other 
philosophies Christianity, even if it is 
cstill':ated only as a philosophy, is as the 
sun m the centre of the: planetary sys­
tem. If I know aught of politica.l 
economy, aught of philosophy, aught of 
the horrors of so-called pagan civilisa­
tion. the declaration of the Master : ' I 
am ·the way, the truth, and the life' 
is indeed nothing strange. The· world of 
to-day, it is true, is far from Christian. 
but it is far more Christian than it wots 
of. \Ve have amcng us secularists, agnos­
tic-;, comtists, theosophists, and the rest; 
but, so far as there is anything of value 
to suffering humanity in their writings, 
it is clearly taken at second hand from 
the gospel of the Nazarene. They have, 
so to speak, rent His seamless robe and 
divided the fragments among them." 

Putting aside all His divinity, He dignified 
the teaching that HP gave us. No man has 
exprl]ssed in better language the idea that 
the whole world was given for all that all 
might enjoy it. Let me take the hon. 
member for Drayton as an example. I know 
he has som0 knowlcdgD of dairying. I be, 
lievp I am right in saying that, at one 
tim", lw had fifty eo"'· I ask him, in all 
seriousne,,.e, if he would have put two of 
those cows in a mighty paddock and let 
them roam at large upon the verv best 
pasture, and put the forty-eight on ·a bad 
patch" Of course not. He has got too 
much knowledge for that. But he has un­
wittingly, I believe, been supporting a system 
in this world that has been putting 98 per 
cent. of the· people upon a bare living iu 
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order that 2 per cent. might live in luxury 
-might live in all the grandeur, with ever~"­
thing at their bePk and call that they 
desire. It is not that by bringing in the 
objective of the Labour party we are going 
to injure anybody. There is an old say­
ing-

" Uneasy lies the head that w~ars a 
cro,vn.'' 

I believe that saying was given utterance to, 
not bee a use the very little tin thing at the 
top of the head made it uncomfortable, but 
becaus() it represented something that was 
unjust at that time to a certain section of 
the community. 

:\Ir. YowLES: You are stonewalling. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: I am not stone­
walling. I only started at five minutes to 
5 o'clock. The hon. member knows nothing 
about cricket. The batsman who hits every 
ball to the boundary" is by no means a stone­
wall~r, and I think I am now driving about 
a bit. (Laughter.) When the hon. member 
speaks again, I shall certainly hit him to leg. 
(Renewed laughter.) I want to say that the 
objective of the Labour party is not to rob 
anybody, but to so organise society that 
everybody may live in comfort and happin<;_ds. 
We want nothing more than that. \Ve want 
to see nobody in penury, nobody in misery. 
I say the capitalist will be better off under 
a socialistic svstem. What worries him to­
day? The great worry is that he is going 
to lose his cash, and if he los~s his cash he 
loses his living. Under a socialistic s.,-stem, 
as part of the system he will be one of the 
('njoyers of the work of the community, and 
he cannot starve or want. He will have 
everything that decency demands, and live 
in decency and comfort. If it were possible 
to use any other illustration, I would not 
use this. We all need air that we may live, 
and the only reason why the capitalistic 
system ha;" not a monopoly over the air is 
because they do not know how to do it. 
If they could corner the air we should be 
going aJong to the pure oxygen air company 
and buying our 14 gallons of air to-day, say, 
for the week end, as we have to do with 
regard to kerosene, rice, and sugar. We 
have to buy th~ very nece,saries of life to 
see us over the week-end. They have 
cornered water in some parts of the world, 
and I believe they have corner(Jd other liquors 
that may not be quite so nutritious but are 
more exhilarating. However, that is by the 
way. But there is this in the illustration 
about the air, that the necessaries of life­
the things that everybody needs-should be 
free ; they should be within the reach of 
everybody, and nobody should suffer for 
lack of them. 

Mr. MoRGAN: That is why the Gov~rn­
ment should give us cheap fish. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: Perhaps it would 
be a good thing if the Government would 
supply members of the Opposition with cheap 
fish. There is a certain amount of phos­
phorus in fish, and phosphorus is a brain 
food. (Laughter.) I am sorry to say, how­
ever, that the Treasur(Jr's deficit would be 
immense, because of the enormous amount 
of phosphorus that some hon. members oppo­
site would need. (Renewed laughter.) I 
just wish to say, in conclusion, that the 
Labour party work not so much for to-day 
as for to-morrow. w~ are not asking for 
anything for ourselves. vVe know that it is 
.a very steady task; that we have to go step 

by step, yard by yard. We do not think 
that by the turning of a switch, or b3' the 
straightening out of a little kink in the 
minds of the people, we can bring about the 
millennium to-morrow. I believe we are suf­
fering to-day because we have been part 
and parcel of a system that has exisbd for 
hundreds and hundreds of years; a s'·stem 
which is ingrained in the mind, of tho 
people BO to speak, that we have to correct, 
and thut we have to improve systematically. 
That objective will be obtained by steady 
stepe, making our advance absolutely secure, 
that we may not rebede and g~t back to the 
old position. ·we do want to secure for tho 
labourer som{thing like the re,ults of his 
toil, that he mav have some happine'"'• that 
he may have th;J,t dread removed from him 
that ever hangs over his life-not so much 
for himself as for his womenfolk and for 
his children. These words are the words of 
Eli,:abeth Barrett Browning-
,, Do you hear the children we~ping, oh, my 

brothers, 
Ere the sorrow comes with years? 

They are leaning their young heads against 
their mothers, 

And that cannot stop their tears. 
The young Jambe, are bleating in thl! 

meadows, 
The young birds are chirping in thei:r 

nests, 
The young fawns are playing with the 

shadows, 
The young flowers are blowing towards 

the West; 
But the young, young children, oh, m'y 

brothers, 
They are w~eping bitterly ! 

They are weeping in the playtime of the 
others, 

In the country of the free !" 

That is a picture in startling colours. There 
is a magnificent illustration of the absolute 
freedom of the beasts of the fi-eld and the 
birds of the air, while the children of men 
are suffering bitterly. They are in want; 
they are in penury ; they are in misery. 
\Vhy? B~cause of "man's inhumanity. to 
man," and because man has not had suffiCient 
common sense to delve deeply into this 
problem, to bind himself together, to make 
the great resolve that he will go on and 
improve the condition of hims~lf, the con­
dition of his fellow man; not that he may 
get the great benefit for himself, but that 
those who come after him may not suffer 
the things that we have had to suffer, and 
that tho;;c who belong to us have had to 
suff'lr, and possibly will continue to suffer 
until we render them impossible in the future. 
I trust the motion will be carried with the 
amendment added to it that I have moved, 
because I believe that Wll can attain perfect 
justice, perfect liberty, and perfect freedom, 
if we make an honest and earnest endeavour 
to do what we can. I believe that the Aus­
tralian Labour party is- one of the mani­
festations of the desire of the people to 
attain that perfect justice, that perfect free­
dom, and that perfect liberty to which the 
p~ople are entitled. 

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SPEAKER : Is the amendment 
seconded? 

The TREASURER : I second the amend­
ment pro forma. 

Mr. PAYNE {Mitchell): The amendment 
moved by the hon. member for Bremer 

Mr. Payne.] 
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l'lnbodiP~ n. principle tha.t is agitating thP 
nrinds of tho r>eople in >('Yery countl'y 1nore to­
( lay than evPl' previon~ly. The was ha:; proved 
to the thinking peopl~ of all countries that 
!,he old order of things to some extent must 
go, and that the production of the world 
must be more evenly dintributed among 
the great masses of the people in all coun­
tries. I b'"lieve with the mover of the 
'!'me!'dment tha~ it is quite possible, quite 
feasible, and qmte easy, to bring about such 
a condition of affairs if the people of all 
countries would only have a little common 
sense and show l0ss selfishness. LifEJ is short, 
even for the healthiest of us, and the war 
has proved to any man who is worth the 
name of man that the time has arrived when 
we should adopt some system that will, to 
80mG extent, remove the great causes of 
misery and trouble which at present exist. 
It would be only idle talk for any hon. 
member to rise in this House and say that 
there is not poverty even in Australia. Some 
people will say that poverty has been brought 
about by the people themselves. That mav 
be so in some cases. If somP people did 
not drink so much grog and looked better 
after the money th~y have earm;d, they 
might be in a better position; but, taking 
everything by and large, without going out­
side Australia to the more thickly populated 
oountries of the world, I think it will be 
admitted that the drink that is consumed 
by qnite a number of m~n is Ponsumed 
simply to kill their sorrows. What hope is 
there for any man in Australia who is rear­
ing a big family, an honest, hardworking 
man, when he comes to balance the ledger 
at the end of the week, and finds himself 
in a very much worse position than he was 
in ten or twelve years ago, despite the in­
creased wages that he has been receiving of 
late? Is that not enough in itself to make 
him grow desperate? Unless the principle 
set out in the amendment is carried out by 
thf) Governments of Australia, I shall not 
be a bit surprised if the number of direct 
actionists in this country greatly increases. 
'There are some who think that direct 
actionists are confined to a few nomads, to 
a few irresponsibles; but anyone who thinks 
that is greatly mistaken. For the last four 
vears I have been tra veiling all over Queens­
land in connection with the Public Works 
Commission, and I have come in contact 
with a gr~at many thinking people in every 

part of the State. I find that it 
[5.30 p.m.] is the honest, sober-minded 

working man who h[ls a wife and 
family to look after who is growing more 
discontented than any other person in the 
community. Why? Because after working 
week after week he finds that he is not in 
the ;:mme position to-day as he was ten or 
twelve years ago. 

Hon. vV. H. BARNES: Is that because a 
Labour Government has been in power? 

Mr. P A YNE : It is not because a Labour 
Government has been in power. All that I 
ask is that the thinking people of Queens­
land and Australia will think out the matter 
for themselves. In what way has the- advent 
o.f the Labour Government to power been 
the cause of the existing state of affairs? 
Everyone knows that the fixation of prices, 
if that is what the hon. member alludes to, 
was taken up by the Government of this 
State, and that during the time they had 
the control of the matter they reduced the 
cost of living in Queensland. Then the 

[Mr. Payne. 

Federal Government, under the vVar Pre­
cautions Act, took the matter out of the 
hands of the State Government. with the 
result that up went the cost of living in 
every {:lirection. Since then the matter ha~ 
been c:mtrolled by the. National Government, 
and w1th what result 1s well known to every 
hon. membe·r. The principle involved in the 
amendment by the hon. member for Bremer 
should agitate the mind of every man in 
Queensland and in Australia at the present 
time. If something is not done in the· direc­
tion he indicates, I am not prepared to say 
where things will end. We read a good 
deal about revolution. \Ve have revolution 
in Russia. \Vhat has caused the revolution 
in Russia? Is it not the system which. has 
been in existence for all time under the 
control of that great tyrant, the Czar-a 
system under which the nation has been born 
and bred under tyranny? The trouble is 
that, when those• men get the . upper hand, 
we do not know where they w1ll stop; and 
the trouble in Australia to-day is that, unless 
something is done to give the average man 
an opportunity of providing for his wife 
and children better than he did- ten or twe•lve 
y~ars ago, there is no knowing where things 
w1ll stop. As far as our secondarv industries 
are concerned, I think that is a m'atter which 
really comes within the province of the· 
National Government. I fail to see how any 
State Government can take up secondary 
industries and be successful. Such industries 
must be taken up by a Governme·nt who can 
adopt protection. I have been a protection­
ist. all my life. I do not know how we are 
gomg to d()velop our undeveloped resources 
and establesh secondary industries unless we 
impose a stiff tariff. If I ha·d my way, I 
would protect every article that is con­
sumed in Australia, if it could be reasonably 
produced in Australia. I would put such a 
tariff upon articles of that kind that it would 
be an utter impossibility to bring them into 
tlw Commonwealth. 

:\fr. MoRGAN: You are a prohibitionist. 

Mr. PAYNE: I am a protectionist, and I 
would not allow anything to be imported 
which could be manufactured in Australia. 
We know that England was built up on pro­
tection for a number of years, and that 
Germany was built up on a stiff protective 
tariff. As an Australian, I am a protec­
tionist. I have been told that, as a pro­
tectionist, I woQld not give the workers of 
the· old country fair play, or, in other words 
that I would prevent the raw material of 
this country going to England to be manu­
factured. 

Mr. MoRGAN: Why don't you protect 
natiYe bears? 

Mr. P AYNE: There is a good ·deal that 
needs protection besides native bears. It 
has bee-n argued that the people of Australia 
who believe in a protective tariff want to 
starve the old country. I do not think I 
have ever heard such a blind argument. If 
the people of the old country cannot find 
employment in England, let them come out 
here, where there is any amount of room for 
them. It has also been said that we have 
no people here who can undertake the 
manufacture of woollen articfes. Is it not 
a lamentable thing to see that we grow the 
finest wool in the world, and yet have to 
export our wool and the-n get the worst of it 
back in a manufactured state? If we have 
not people here who can carry on woollen 
manufacture, let us bring out people here to 
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teach our manufactur.ers thc·ir business. \Ye 
are not at the present time manufacturing 
a sufficient quantity of such goods for our 
own requirements, although we produce all 
the raw material that is required. We talk 
much aboqt the- .establishment of an iron and 
steel works here, and we say that it would be 
a good thing for us to establish such works 
in· Queensland. But how can we possibly 
<~ucceed with iron and steel works if we give 
d.;cent conditions to the men who are working 
in that industry? How can we establish iron 
and steel works in Queensland unless we have 
a protective tariff? Do you want the workers 
of Australia to get down to the leve·l of the 
workers of Japan? How can you develop 
our undeveloped resources if you have to 
eompete with cheap coloured labour all the 
time? 

Mr. MORGAN: WouJd you protect the wheat­
grower against the people of the world 1 

Mr. P A YNE : That is a peculiar question? 
I was told lately that, as far as the copper 
.and iron industries are concerned, the workers 
in America are paid a bigge•r wage than they 
are in Australia. There is a lot of " bosh" 
talk about the high wages that are being 
paid in Australia. There is no chance of 
our resources being devoloped unless their 
.development is assisted by a strict protective 
policy. I believe that any country which has 
not got its people rooted on the• land is not 
worth the namf) of a country. But, running 
side by side with the placing of people on 
the land, there should be a develoP.ment of 
our secondary industries, which Will create 
a population to consume what is produced 
from the land. I am satisfied that there has 
boon too much talk about developing the 
resources of this country, and too little 
done in that direction. If we had an 
Australian National party in powe•r in the 
Federal Parliament which was pm·elv Aus­
tralian in sentiment, I think that in a very 
short time we should see a very great in­
crease in our secondary industries. 'What 
would be the- position of Australia to-day 
if twenty-five years before the war which 
has just concluded we had adopted a high 
protective tariff? iVl1at position would we 
have been in to assist the old country in this. 
war? \Ve ne•ed not have sent them men. 
\Ve could have sent them material arid ev.erv­
thing they wanted. A country that depends 
on other countries for the necessaries of life 
is not worthy of the name of country. Any 
man who travels ovm: Australia, or even 
over QlJeensland, and sees the wonde·rful 
resources-mineral, timber, and very fine 
agricultural land-lying in an undeveloped 
state, if he is worthy of the name- of an 
Australian, he must be a protectionist; he 
must advocate the building up of .our secon­
dary industries and the settlement of people 
on the land, and thus make··this country what 
it ought to be-one of the most thriving 
portions of tho; British Empire. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): It is ex­
tremely unfortunate that the motion proposed 
by the hon. member for Drayton should be 
sidetracked bv the amendment which was 
moved by the "hon. member for Breiner. The 
motion deals with the only practical question 
facing us; indeed, it is the practical question 
in the whole world to-day, and yet we find 
hon. members opposite jumping up and striv­
ing to amend what was distinctly a matter 
that should have commanded the earliest 
attention of every member of this Chamber. 
It is not good enough for hon. members to be 
forood to listen to the_oretical disquisitions on 

Yarious mattt'rs that have no connection what­
ever with the practical work of to-day. 

Mr. S~!ITH: It is too practical for you. 
Mr. G. P. BARNES: ?\at a bit too practicaL 

The hon. member for Bremer pathetically 
said that wo looked for nothing ourselves, 
and yet yesterday, to-day, and for weeks 
past, nearly every hon. member on the other 
side of the House has heen breaking his neck 
in order to seek some higher position. 

Mr. COLLINS: That is not so. 
Mr. G. P. BARNES: I am ready to admit 

that there may be noble exceptions to the 
rule, and that the hon. member for Bowen 
is one of them, and probably the hon. mem­
ber for Bremer is another ; but generally 
epeaking, there has been an eagerness and an 
intense earnestness for a higher position, and 
there is no objection to it. It is that kind of 
thing that has made the world what it is; 
but when hon. members opposite turn round 
and attempt to dub those in other walks of 
life who strive to do their best in life and 
succeed-when thev have to meet criticisms 
such as those levelled at them in this Cham­
ber, then you commence to question the real 
sinceritv of hon. members. The Government 
should not allow a private member to bring 
in a motion like this. In no other land under 
the sun to-day is this question allowed to be 
introduced b:r a private member. It should 
have been taken up heart and soul by the 
Government, and there is a strong indictment 
against them for neglecting the opportunity 
which should be theirs, and is theirs to-day. 
Another indictment comes from the member 
for Mitchell-and it proves that the whole 
regime and the whole administration of this 
Government for the last five years has been 
an utter failure-who said that the workers 
to-day were in a worse position than they 
were ten or twel vc years ago. Of course, you 
could not expect much else under the Admin­
istration that this State has been subject to 
during the last five years. The condemnation 
eomes from one of the Government's 
staunchest foliowcrs, and one of their most 
thoughtful men. An indictment coming from 
a source like that needs no further words 
from me to prove the condition of things 
which exists to-day, which is largely· the result 
of faulty, mischit'vious, and interfering ad­
ministration on the part of this Government 
during the last fn-e years. \Ve should have 
been distinctly on the upgrade to-day. \Ve 
have information from New South \Vales that 
they have a surplus of £200,000, and we know 
that in our own State wo have gone to the 
bad completely, although we have imposed 
extra taxation to an exceedingly large sum. 
I again assert that there is no bigger question 
for us to direct our attention to in this 
Chamber, or for any body of men to direct 
their attention to, than the development of 
production and our secondary industries. Yet 
this Government has done nothing, and is 
doing nothing, and will never do anything 
so long as they stick to the platform to which 
they have been wedded; so long as this 
Government interfere ·with enterprises therP 
is no likelihood of their doing anything for 
development. Even the hon. member for 
Mitchell, in his closing remarks, emphasised 
the vast importance of the development of 
our industries; but what is the use of develop­
ing our industries when you are striking 
everlastingly at anyone who may seek to do 
wmething in connection with th<' establish­
ment of such industries? The opportunity 
possessed by this land to-day is so grc~t that 

Mr. G. P. Ba·rt~es.] 
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this Government and every other Govern­
ment should be' called upon to state what 
they 'intend doing; to come down. to some 
definite purpose, and to so shape thmgs that 
they will be in tune with what is going on 
elsewhE>re in the world. Only on 19th August 
this cable came from London-

" The removal of the restrictions on 
im·p,tments abroad is likely to result in 
the early e>tablishment of new industries 
in Australia and New Zealand. Bankers 
and financiers have received numerous in­
quiries', especially since the armistice, 
from British manufacturers regarding the 
po'·sibilities of opening up bu>iness in 
Australia, but hitherto the restrictions 
hav~ precluded action being taken in 
that direction. Several prominent Aus­
tralian business men now are in England 
in furtherance of this object." 

The point I wish to make is this-what has 
this Governm<ent done, or what is it doinJ6, 
in order to place before the British pubhe 
or thG British lender the great potentialitie~ 
of our land? The hon. member for Mitchell 
dealt with the very wide opportunities there 
are, with the extent of our riches in various 
directions, but what is this Government 
doing? 

Mr. RIORDAN: What is the Upper Houso 
doing-in regard to the State steel and 
iron works, for instance 'I 

Mr. G. P. BAR::\ES: \Yhy do the GoYern­
ment not do their part? I read a letter the 
other day from the manager of the steel 
and iron works which indicates that it will 
be some years before he is ready. The 
position is that the opportunity is offering 
and the Government arc still silent-aro 
actually doing nothing in the direction of 
the development of our industries. On the 
contrary, nearly every Bill that enters this 
House, and nearly all their administration, 
are chilling and preventing any efforts being 
made in the directions I have named. I 
have made the statement that other States 
and other lands were engaged deeply in 
giving attention to this matter. To-day's 
"Telegraph" indicates that Mr. Bee by has 
laid on the table of the Assembly of New. 
South Wales a report in which he deals 
with this very matter. It says-

" Mr. Beeby's report on his inquiries 
into the industrial conditions of Great 
Britain and America \,·as tabled in the 
Assembly last night. ' The system of 
capitalistic production and the wage 
system is on its trial,' he remarked. 
He recommends the organisation of 
industry to be encouraged on the lines 
of the Whitley report. He suggests 
that normal \Yorking hours should be 
eight per day on five days, with a. Satur­
day half-holiday. He considers the pre­
sent arbitration laws should be main­
tained with such amendments as may 
be deemed necessary. He recommends 
that profit-sh·1.ring and co-operative pro­
duction be encouraged." 

The important part is the last sentence, and 
that coincides entirelv with the sentiment of 
th~ original motion as proposed by the hon. 
member for Dravton. If we are to do our 
duty as a State, on us falls the responsibility 
-and on the GoYernment of the day the 
extreme responsibility-of so shaping things 
that the industric~ of this land, which know 
no limit, so far as we can conceive them, 
shall be rightly encouraged and developed. 

[Mr. G. P. Barnes. 

I 

Queotion-That th•l words propo:;ed to b<ll 
added (Jfr. F. "1. Cooper's am,cntlmrnt) bl!> 
'o nddcd-·put; and the IIou~e divided:-

.J.1r. ~\rmfif'ld 
Bcrtram 
Butler 
Carter 

., Oollins 
Cooper, F. A. 
Cooper~ W. 
Coync 
Fihdly 
Foley 
Gilday 
Gillies 
Gledson 
Hardarre 
Kirwan 
Land 
Larcombe 
Tellen: Mr. 

AYE,, 33. 
11 r. l.ennon 
, Lloyd 

:UcLachlan 
:Uullan 
O'.Sullivan 
Payne 

,, Riordan 
Ryan,D. 
Ryan, H . . T. 
Ryan, 1'. J. 
Rmith 
Theodore 
'l'hompson 
Whitford 
Wilson 
Winstanley 

Carter and :l[r. Gilday. 

NoEs, 16. 
'\fr. Appel Mr. :Uoore 
, Barnes, G. P. , }I organ 
, Barnc,, W. H. Petrie 
,, Bebbington Roberts 
., Elphinstont:; ~izer 
. , Grayson , Swayne 

Gunn Taylor 
, Hodge , Yowles 

Teller$: Mr. Gunn and :Mr. f-iizPr. 

Rc,olwd in the affirmative. 

At 7 o'clock the House, in accordance with 
Sessional Or·der, proceeded with Government 
business. 

DAIRY PRODUCE BILL. 

MESSAGE FROM Cot:NCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
a message from the Council returning this 
Bill, with certain amendments, in which 
th~y request<Jd the concurrence of the 
Assembly. 

The consideration 
Council's amendment 
an Order of the Day 

of the Legislative 
in the Bill was made 
for Tuesday next. 

SPEECH BY HONOURABLE MEMBER 
FOR FLINDERS. 

AUTHORITY TO PUBLISH. 

On this Order of the Day being called, 
Mr. VOWLES <;aid: Mr. Speaker,-! de­

sir(} to rise to a point of order. I am of the 
opinion that the motion is not in order, and 
I desire to give the rea,,ons why it should 
riot be dealt with by this House. My 
reasons ar~ these--

" That the authority to publish sought 
by the motion is contrary to parliamen­
tary practice and procedur~ for the fol­
lowing reasons:-

Firstly-Bec,mse it authorises an 
hon. member of this House to have 
printed as a parliamentary paper a 
speech which contains untrue and de­
famatory matter, and the publication 
of which would be a criminal offence 
if not privileged by th\l order of this 
House; 

Secondly-Because it authorises any 
person or persons other than the hon. 
member to publish the said defama­
tory matter under privilege from this 
House; 
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Thirdly-The pow<Jr of publishing 
parliamentary papers is intended for 
the benefit of the members of this 
House and not for public distribution; 

Fourthly-The effect of this motion, 
if carried, would be to bring about a 
repeal of the Criminal Code as far as 
th<J hon. member and certain pub­
lishers are concerned, without the con­
currence of the Legislative Council in 
such repeal." 

Now, the hon. member made a speech. in this 
House--

The SPEAKER : Order ! ThEJ hon. 
member has risen to a point of order. He 
must show clearly in what way the motion 
is out of order. That is the only matter 
he can deal with. 

Mr. VOWLES: It is contrary to parlia­
mentary practice. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member will 
be in ordf)r in proceeding to show in what 
r~gard it is contrary to parliamentary prao­
trce. 

Mr. VO\VLES : First of all, to establish 
the point of order, I must show you that this 
speech contains defamatory matter, because 
the point of order is based on that. I think 
there is no getting away from that point. 

The SPEAKER : If the hon. g'lntleman 
will read section 371 of the Criminal Code h<' 
will see that special provision is made for 
such a motion being moved. 

Mr. VOWLES: An absolute protection. 
I am quite aware of it. 

The SPEAKER : Then, the hon. gentl~­
man surely cannot say the motion is out of 
order? 

Mr. VOWLES: I am going to give you 
English authorities to show that it is out of 
order, and all I ask is that I should be 
heard. 

The SPEAKER : I will hear the hon. 
gentleman, but he must keep to the quQstion 
that the motion is out of order. 

Mr. VO\VLES: All I ask you to do is to 
pull mo up when you think I am out of 
order. I must establish, first of all, that it 
contains an offence. Now, you, Sir, have 
quoted the Criminal Code. The definition 
of "defamatory matt.,r" in that Code is 
well known to everybody. It is-

" Any imputation . concerning any 
person, or any member of his family, 
whether living or dead, by which the 
reputation of that person is likely to be 
injured--" 

and so on. Defamation, under the Code, is 
a subject-matter of both criminal and ch·il 
proceeding. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. 
member must prove that it comes within the 
provisions of parliamentary procedure. 

Mr. VOWLES: No. I wi]] give the lat~st 
authority, and perhaps you will se'l, Sir, the 
effect of it. I know the contention will be 
that this House has the power to do anything 
by motion. I say it has not-that there i;; 
a limitation. I propose to read you that 
limitation. I am quoting from Anson on 
"Law and Custom of the Constitution," 
page 153. It says her~ 

" It is not true to say that because a 
matter has arisen concerning the Hou~P, 
and has been adjudged within the House, 

1919-2 0 

such a matter cannot be considered else­
when;, if it affects rights exercisable 
out,ide and independently of the HousP. 
It is strictly true to say that the HousP 
hJ' the exclusive right to regulate ita 
own internal concerns, and that, short 
of a criminal offence committed within 
the Houst: or by it.s order, no court would 
take cognisance of that which passes 
within its walls." 

I ptopose to show that statements have been 
made in this House which, if made outside 
this House, would be criminal. It is not for 
you, Sir, I submit, to find as a fact whether 
the7 ar<' criminal or wheth~r they are not; 
any more than if murder we-re committed in 
this House, if a man were shot, it would not 
be a question for you to decide whether 
there was provocation or whether th~re was 
insanity. You have simply to deal with the 
statemC'nts that have been made here, and 
then it is for vou to decide whether tho 
privile,ges of th.is House are going to be 
extc,nded in the direction sought here to 
give a license, not as regards what has 
already been said, but to the public gener­
ally, to publish and perpetuate that defama­
TOry matter. That is what is asked for. 

Hon. \V. H. BARNES : It is a shame. 

Mr. VOWLES: There is no question about 
it, there is an object in this matter. 

The SPEAKER: Would not that be a 
matt m· for the courts'/ 

Mr. VOWLES: If you want to come to 
the qUE\<tion of the courts, you can go back 
to the case of Stockdale v. "Hansard," 
which was decided on a principle going 
right down to a Bill introduced in England 
to make the matter c4ear. The only pro­
tection that the public have here is contained 
in the Criminal Code, which says that if 
Parliament does certain things it is a com­
plete reply to a charge of defamation. But 
I ask you, Mr. Speaker, whethPr the rul1 s 
of this House give a license such as ig 
sought in this motion for people to continut• 
and perpetuate a crime or a criminal offencf'. 
I do not think there is any doubt that th<' 
words that are used here are defamator_,-, 
b<vause in the beginning of the article the 
speaker opeaks of certain pcrsonc;-he speak,; 
a.bout "profiteering political pickpockets"­
and mentions a list of names. He goes 
further, and likens their practict>s to certain 
practices which were known in .\merica. 

The SPE~\.KER : Order ! The hon. metil­
ber is making remarks which are not relevant 
to tlw point of order. The hon. member 
must show that the motion is out of ordet· 
and not properly moved. The defamat<Jr~­
language has nothing to do with the point 
of ordt>r. 

Mr. VOWLES: If it is within the vol'tion 
<>f a majority of the House to bring nbout 
an amendment of the Criminal Code, it may 
not only be with regard to defamation but 
it might apply to sPdition, treason, or any 
other matter that the Government decides. 

Th0 PHEMIER: There is no criminal act in 
this speech. 

Mr. VO\:VLES : The hon. gentleman know• 
that defamation is the subject-matter either 
of a civil or ariminal prosecution. It is no 
nse the ho'l. gentleman trying to get away 
from that position. 

'I'he PREMIER : I say there is no orimina,l 
a<:t in this speech. 

Mr. Vowk£.] 
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Mr. VOWLES: I' there defamation in it 9 

The PRE~IIER: Ko. 
:;}1r. VOWLES: I am astoni~hed at a 

,g,entleman, who has been trying to protect 
his own character about a trifle, saying that 
to use the words " profiteering politi(;al pick­
pockets" is not defamation. 

The PREMIER: You have 
The SPEAKER : Order ! 

must cease. 

your remedy. 
This crossfi.ring 

Mr. VOWLES : I do not want to cross­
fire. I want to deal with you, Mr. Speaker. 
You say tha,t there is no point of order. 
Your contention is that this House, by a 
majority, can do anything at all. I say that 
a, motion moved in this House asking for the 
sanction of the House, and which is going 
as an act of Parliament to make something 
legal which, in fact, is illegal, is not within 
,the powers of this Rous<:>. 

OPPOSITION ME~IBIJRS : El8ar, hear ~ 

The SPEAKER : If I rule the motion out 
,of order, and the House disagrees with my 
ruling and carries the motion, where will 
the hon. gentleman's argument be? 

Mr. VOWLES : The House may disagree 
with you, or may not disagree with you. I 
take it that, as you are supposed to have a 
Buperior knowledge of parliamentary pro­
cedure, the House, as a body, would b.e 
guided by your opinion in matters of thts 
sort of procedure. \Ye would not have a 
party vote. That is one of the things we 
expect as far as procedure is concerned­
that there will be no party spirit-and if 
vou decided that it was wrong I do not 
think the Premier would ask for a division. 
I consider that the procPdure which is being 
adopted here is contrary to the spirit of our 
Conetitution, and contrary to the usages of 
Parliament. I have a <"ase here in reference 
to a similar publication which was tried by 
Chief Justice Cock burn, and he points out 
-as I am pointing out here-that a person 
may have the privilege of stating cert":in 
things in the Hou,ea under cover of parha­
Juntary privilege, but if he carries his argu­
ment to a person or set of persons--

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. mem­
ber is discussing the case as if he were in 
a court house. He is now dealing with the 
procedure of Parliament, 

Mr. VOWLES : I know I am not in a 
court house. If I were I would know where 
I stood. I do not know that there is any 
<l.eeperate hurry to get rid of this argument. 
What I would ask for is your rulinc:;. 

The SPEAKER: I shall certainly give 
my ruling if it will save any further argu­
ment. I do not want to stop the hon. 
member, or any other hon. membor, from 
debating the subject, but I want him to 
discuss the quec,tion-which is the point of 
order. 

Mr. VOWLES: I am doing that, and I 
am giving you my authority for it-the 
authority of judges-which surely ought to 
be taken into consideration. 

The SPEAKRR : If the hon. member will 
giv,e me authority for procedure in other 
Houses of Parliamf"nt, that is authority 
which will help us. 

Mr. VOWLES: You are taking up the 
position that this House, by a bludgeoning 
majority, can do anything whatever; that it 
does not matter what they do, it is legal as 

[Mr. Vowles. 

far as the House is concerned. Your conten­
tion is that the only persons who can object 
to it is the people out,cide. But the House 
is permitting to be done something which 
will give a license to perpetuate an off,ence. 
This decision here says-

" There is obviously a very material 
difference between the publication of a 
speech made in Parliament for the 
express purpose of attacking the condnrt 
of an individual--" 

And he puts this in italics-
" and aft' rwards published with a like 
purpose or effect, and the faithful pub­
lication of parliamentary reports in their 
entirety, with a view to affm,d informa­
tion to the public, and with a total ab­
sence of hostile intention of ma!iciouo 
motive towards anyone." 

'What is the position here? A statement has 
been made in this House which is capable 
of bearing .a defamatory construction 
Defamation is criminal, and, in order to per­
petuate that charge, the individual is not 
prepared to do it, outside the walls of tl-m 
House, but seeks a motion here which will 
give him the privilege, and I say that by 
getting that privilege he is gBtting a lirm,e, 
He, as an individual, may have that lir<>nse 
in an extreme case; but this goes further 
still, and it gives a general license to any­
body who may like to perpetuate that charge 
to do so. As :vou are hostile to mv conten-
tion-- · • 

The SPEAKER: 0l'der! I have given 
the hon. gentleman a quarter of an hour. 
He knows what is allowed by the Standing 
Orders. 

Mr. VOWLES: You have not given me all 
that time; you have inb.'rrupted me to such 
an extent. 

The SPEAKER : The hon. gentleman must 
keep himself in order. He will not keep 
within the rules of debate. 

Mr. VOWLRS : I think it will be just as 
well if vou listen to these things and give 
your ruJlng. 

'D1e SPEAKER : The hon. member knows 
that he hac> not dealt with the question at 
all. 

Mr. VOWLES: I ha.-e dealt with the 
question. I say that this is contrary to 
parliamentary procedure. \V e are guided 
by precedent in all these things. 

The PRE~liER (Hon. T. J. Ryan, 
Barcoo): I would like to say a word on this 
alleged point of order. The hon. member 
who raised it must know that there is 
nothing whatever in the point. 

Mr. VowLES: Yes, there is. 

The PREMIER: He has cited no pre­
cedent or authority in supp01·t of his con­
tention. He has alleged that the speech 
delivered by the hon. member for Flinders 
contains defamatory matter, and that this 
motion is intended "to enable him to publish 
that ·defamatory matter outside the walls of 
this House. It is quite obvious to hen. mem­
bers that he has endeavoured to get in a 
suggestion to the public without putting any 
argument to you, Sir, on its supposed point 
of order. I r,egret that he has taken the 
course which he has done, because there is 
no defamation in the speech of the hon. 
member for Flinders. 

Mr. M oRGAN: Why all these words? 
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Tflo PRI1MIER: There; is nothing defama­
corv in it. I want to inform the Hou~e 
b0f'Oro thP dPhate i~ ovPr that, if it i:-; :;;ug-­
gc•,tcd that tlwre i' defamatory matter in 
that epe<>ch, I will at Oil<"P appoint a Royal 
Cornmi~sion to inwstigate it. (Opposition 
taughter.) This voint of order is only raised 
tw c· 1doanmr to dc~eive the public outsidP. 
dUd I am dl'tennincd to see that the public 
. 1-re not dPt'CiYed <>itlwr on this point or on 
thr• dGfamation point. 
(~OVER!OH:XT ~IE~JBEH~: Ileal·. hear: 

The SPEAKER : In my opinion, the point 
•lr order raised bv the hon. member for 
Dalby ha; not beei1 sustained by the hon. 
member. IIo knows quite well that this 
House has a perfect right to do what it 
pleases. So long as the motion is couched 
in parliamentary language, the House has a 
perfect right to give a decision on it. What 
the hon. member has said with regard to the 
law on the qu~stion has nothing whatever to 
do with the casE'. The hon. member also 
endeavours to place upon me the responsi-
1Jility of deciding something that the cottrts 
of Queensland should decide. If the motion 
is carried, then, if it injures someone out­
side, that person has recourse to the courts; 
but that has nothing whatever to do with 
the procedure adopted in Parilament. 

Mr. VowLES: That is the reason why this 
motion is brought forward-to prated them 
from the legal consequences. 

The SPEAKER : That has nothing to do 
with this House. The hon. member might 
argue from that standpoint on the motion, 
not on the point of order at all. I have no 
hesitation is ruling that the motion ia quite 
in ord<'r, and that this House has a perfect 
right to deal with the matter. 

GOVERNMENT MEiiiBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. VOWLES: Mr. Speaker--

The SPEAKER : Order ! That ends the 
matter. 

Mr. Vowi.ES: I want to move that your 
ruling be disagreed with. 

'rhe SPEAKER : The hon. member must 
give• notice o£ that. 

Mr. VOWLES: I wish to give notice. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE ( Oxley) : I think 
these can be claimed to be redletter days. 
Ministers are coming and going; hopes and 
aspirations are being consummated or dashed 
to the ground. Yest<~rdav the House was in 
a perturbed stat<J, divided into small camps 
B_nd~a v~}'ring to s~ttle by " peace by nego­
tiatiOns what evrdently appeared to be a 
yery disturbed state .of mind-;-probably try­
mg to carry out m pract1ce what was 
preached at Perth. The man of the hour on 
this occasion is the inoffensive and un­
asouming member for Flinders. He has sud­
denly sprung into prominence on this par­
ticular matter. So .far as I am concerned 
I am not interested in what the hon. mem~ 
ber for Flinders said in his speech. I do not 
think that is a matter we need be ooncerned 
about at all. He has made a speech in this 
House which has boen reproduced in "Han­
sard," and which has been reproduced almost 
word for word in the " Standard ; " and for 
my part, I do not mind in the least ~hat 
use is made of that speech for the purposes 
of propaganda work. · 

Mr. FoLEY: It does not affect you, anyhow. 
Mr. ELPHINSTONE : It does not aff-ect 

me in the least. But one thing I am interested 

in is that tl!E' privilegps of this lioU><' ,;hould 
be· made use of for the purposes of party 
propaganda work. That is the only com· 
plaint I haye to make in regard to the 
matter. The speech of the hon. member has 
been m!l!de public ; it is open to the hon. 
member to make it more public still. The 
Premier has said that the hon. member for 
Flinders is going to spend his money on 
opreading his speech throughout Queensland . 
By all means, let him .do so ; he is entitle·d 
to do so as much as he wishes, just as we 
<'an do the same. If we think we have some­
thin,; good-something that we consider is 
in our interests, in contradistinction to the 
interests of the party opposite-we make the 
fulleo;t possible use of it ; and members on 
the other side are fully entitled to do the 
sanw. If there is anything in the speech of 
the hon. member for Flinders that is going 
to fortifv the other side of the House to 
our detr1nwnt, bv al! means publish it as 
broadcast as you can. But why come to this 
House and make use of the privileges of this 
House to give it a kind of hallmark of the 
studied opinion of this House-to send it out 
with thE' parliamentary brand upon it? That 
is what we on this side object to. The 
course that is proposed to be taken, in my 
opinion, is open to very grave objection and 
to very gra vc abuse, because, once• the pre­
ct'dent is establishf•d, what is to prevent any 
one of us asking for a similar privilege? It 
all depends on whether we have• a majority 
behind us or not whether that privilege is 
going to be granted or not. We are forced 
to look for motives in the matter. Why is 
it that the Premier is moving in this direc­
tion? One is almost forced to the conclusion 
that there is something in the speech which, 
if circulated in the ordinary way in its 
entirety, would lead to some complications 
which would not b<) agreeable· to the hon. 
member for JJ:linders, and therefore the per­
mi·csion of this House is sought to get a 
motion like this bludgeoned through so that 
the speech may be· circulated broadcast 
through the country, and the hon. member 
be protected. So far as I can see, that is 
the only conclusion we can come to in the 
matter. This procedure has already been 
adopted in a previous instance in this House, 
and it was evide.ntly going to be done again. 
It seems to be a pity that we should so 
degrade the standing of this House as to 
utilise• it for purposes o£ that description. 

OPPOSITION ME}!BERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : I am not concerned 
on the point that was raised yesterday as to 
whether the Premier treated us with dis­
courtesy or otherwise. I do not think the 
Premier had any intention of treating us 
with any discourtesy, and I am not going 
to dwell on that point. I am simply d\\elling 
on the point that I think it is a pity that 
this House should be degraded by being 
asked to spend its time in discu55ing a 
motion of this kind, because it should not be 
brou!0t forward here. I would just remind 
the J:'remier that last night, in another 
Chamber, an hon. member asked that a peti­
tion signed by a number of men intPrc-.tcd 
in the fishing industry should be printed. The 
petition asked that certain regulations 
issued under the Fish Supply Act should be 
amended. When the hon. member who pre­
sented the petition asked that it should be 
print€'d the Government refused the reqnest, 
and it was only when a division was taken 
that the necessary authority to print the 
petition was obtained, Just at the time that 

Mr. Elphinstone.l_ 
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the Premier was demanding the right to use 
the privileges of this Hou~e to have a certain 
speech printed, the Government were refusing 
permission in the other House to treat a 
petition in exactly the same way. The in­
consistency and insincerity of the Govern­
ment in the matter are obvious. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : There is 
no cAJmparison. The country would have to 
pay for printing that petition. 

Mr. ELPHIKSTOXE: The difference is 
that there is a big majority supporting the 
Government here, and there is a majority 
against them in the other House. I am 
me1:ely pointing out the inconsistency of the 
posJtwn-that, whereas the Government is 
using all its powers to force the public.ation 
of this particular speech in this House, it 
refuses the right of the fishermen to have a 
petition that was presented to the other 
Home- printed-a petition that is free from 
libel and free from abuse. 

Mr. S:lliTH: The Government will have to 
pay for printing that petition. 

Mr. ELPHI::-.JSTONE: If that was the 
only point at issue, I have no doubt that 
those who aTe interested in having the peti­
twn made J?Ubhc w~mld be just as ready to 
pay for ha vmg 1 t pnnted as the hon. member 
f'!r Flinders is to. pay for the printing of 
h1s speech. There 1s another point worthy of 
comment-a statement appeared in the 
" Courier " to-day which, I think, it would 
be very useful if we on this side ha<l a 
0:1aj.ority bE>hind U6 to bludgeon through a 
inmllar motwn, so that the resolution which 
was come to by the Trades Hall Council on 
22nd Augw;t should also be printed by the 
permission of this House, and' sent broadcast 
throughout the country. I propose to read 
an extract to show the people of Queensland 
the control which is endeavoured to be exer­
cised OVE'r the Government bv the Trades 
Hall Council, and which is no doubt behind 
this particular move at th~ present ~oment 

'l'he fiat has gone forth that th~ 
[7.30 p.m.J speech of the hon. member for 

Flin:ders. !s to be reproduced, 
because they thmk 1t 1s going to be excellent 
propag·anda for an election which mav or 
may r:ot, take place in the immediate ftiture. 
Th1s 1s the resolution that the Trades Hall 
Council passed, on 22nd August last-

" The following resolutions, moved by 
Mr. R. Carrell (A.S.E.), were unani­
-!llou~ly adopted:-' This CDuncil, having 
m Vlew a recent statement of the Home 
Se~retary to the effect that revised regu­
latwns for prisons and penal establish­
ments are to be issued soon, requests the 
Government not to issue or put same into 
opera~ion unt_il a committee appointed 
by th1s .coUJ_lCJl has had an opportunity 
of cons1dermg such proposed revised 
regulations. and making such recommen­
dations relating thereto as may be 
approved by this council.' ' The fore­
going resolution to be taken as an in­
struction to the council's executive to 
take the necessary steps immediately.' 
' This council requests the Parliamentarv 
Labour party to keep the council fully 
informed, through its executive, of all 
proposed new industrial legislation, or 
amendments to existing industrial legis­
lation, and allow the CDuncil through its 
parliamentary committee a reasonable 
opportunity· of considering such proposal& 

[Mr. Elpkinstone. 

before introducing them to the House, ~n 
that organised Lnbour, as represented by 
the council, mey express its approval or 
otherwise, and suggest such alterations 
as may be deemcJ. desirable in the besi; 
interests of Labour.' " 

GOVERN~IENT ::\11EMBERS: vVhat IS wrong 
with that? 

Mr. ELPHI2'/STO:::\E: I am not saying 
that there is anything wrong with it. What 
I say is that if the Government are going to 
use the privileges of this House to issue the 
matter which they propose to publish under 
the hallmark of the House, and distribute it 
throughout the length and bre>adth cf 
Queensland, we ought also to have a similar 
opportunity to issue other matter to show the 
people of Quec'nsland what is proposod to be 
done by the Labour party. \Ve know that 
hon. members oppcsite are controlled and 
dictated to by the Trades Hall, and one can­
not read the paragraph I have quoted to the 
House without coming to that CDnclusion. 
(Interruption.) The interjections and inter­
ruptions are· evidence that I am treading on 
some persons' corns. If hon. members oppo­
site, because they have a majority of two to 
one, endeavour to prostitute the privileges of 
this House, and use them in order to publish 
the matter in the speech of the hon. member 
for Flinders for the benefit of the people of 
Quer·nsland, why do they not give the people 
of Queensland the benefit of some of that 
stuff which emanates from the Trades Hall. 
in the same manner as they propose to give 
publicity to matter which emanates from the 
Employers' Federation? 

Mr. GUNN (C!arrwrvon): I think this is a 
rather important motion, because if it 1s 
passed it will lay down a precedent not only 
for the Parliament of Queensland, but also 
for all Parliaments, under which they will 
be able to g<"t propaganda matter into 
"Hansard" that ought to be left out. The 
sentiments expressed in the document quoted 
by the hon. member for Flinders I agree 
with. There is no harm in them at all. Bu\ 
I object to the hon. member inserting his 
remarks in between the statBmentct containsd 
in that pamphlet, remarks in which he said 
that the people who framed those resolutions 
"'>Jre s-coundrels, thieYes, and so on, or \.Vords 
to that effect. In doing that the hon. gentle­
man is doing something which is not right, 
and b} this motion the Government are 
endeavouring to cloak those expressions 
under the rules of Parliament. Five or six 
yearcc ago there was an Employers' Federa­
tion started, but it broke down, for some 
reason or other. Tho other day the unions 
of Australia proposed to bring into being the 
on<:> big union. The one big union is, in 
mv opinion, a very dangerous thing. The 
workers of Australia are quite right, if they 
think fit, to amalgamate all their little 
unions into one big union, but the objective 
of the proposed one big union is one whic.i· 
everv right-thinking citizen should condemn. 
I shall refer to that presently. The Em­
plovers' Feder<ttion has been formExl in order 
to <combat what they cAJnsider is a very 
harmful union. The hon. member faT 
Flinders quoted Mr. F. Ranson as being thE• 
secretary of the Employers' Federation. I 
took the libertv to-dav to go and interview 
Mr: Ranson, because· I wanted to under­
stand how this suggested employers' union 
got its birth. I knew nothing ~tbout it 
before. When I went to Mr. Ranson, ht, 
said to me, " I am not the secretary of th:W 
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union. at <ill: _whoever stole that information 
got mformahon which is false in that 
respect." l\fr. Ranson then gave me the 
name of the secretary. 

Hon. V'v". N. GrLLIES: Who is the secre­
tary? 

Mr. GU~X: I do not remember his namP. 
but there rs no secret about it. The hon 
~ember f~r . :B'linders, at page 232 of 

Hansard, IS reported to have said that 
the Er;'ploy~rs' Federation laid it down that 
the vital Issue was "law and libprty." 
S~rely t? goodness tllPre is nothing to ·be 
said agamst "law and lihortv'" ! The hon 
~ember for Flinders quoted thio; paragrapl; 
m the docunwnt that hE' rf'ad to the House-

" The Yital issue is 'law and liberty ' 
,-ersus ' law lessrwss.' mid it is the plain 
d:>ty of <'V<'ry employPr of labour to do 
~IS full share in wpport of any organisa 
~Jon '' J:o'e purpose "'' the preservation of 
mdustl'la 1 hbert,-, tht• maintenance of th(' 
le.w o~ the Iand, ancl tlw promotion of 
good" rll hNWN'n maswr and man." 

What is wrong with thos<' sentiments? 
Mr. \VHITFORD: Tlw rna'l"l'' don'! U:l\<' 

the men a fair deul. 

Mr. G1~NN: I do not t·arP how mu<·h thP 
hon .. nwmbPr for Flinders publishes those 
s~ntiments, but 1 do not want to have pub­
lished with them the remark8 of tlw hon 
member and his quotations from some Ameri: 
can c?mmis;.ion which inquired into the mal­
practice~ of meat comtHmies. \Vith reO'ard 
to the onP big union, I know that man";, of 
th~ u!'ions, arP not _in sy_rnpathy with· th£• 
obJeCtive o! the onp lng muon,_ and, surely to 
i!'Oodnrss, If the ernplovers hke to form a 
union to combat that 'one big union thev 
have a perfpd right to do so. · 
~r. V'v"HITFORD: Why ohjPd to thPir oo 

domg, then·: 

~r. GFNX_: I am uot objPeting to their 
domg. so. !t Is uot a disloyal union like the 
one big umon. Let me quotp to the Houst• 
an extract from tlH' .. Dailv Standar-d" of 
the 19th August, 1918. ThP ·remarks I refer 
to were madP ',tt a tmdP union_ congress con­
vened to cor:si<_ier the one big union pro­
posa), and tlns IS the E'xtract to which I wish 
to direct attention---

" Mr. Ogden said thP constitution that 
they werf.' a«ked to adopt was the consti­
tion of thP I.W.W. It was just as well 
that every delegate should know that, so 
that none of tl-wm would he coming back 
by and by and saying- tlwv di(l not 
know." ' 

The obje<:t of tlw <HIP big- union is the ;;am<' 
as the obJect of the I.W.V'v'., and I ask is it 
net nece85ar:-: that e,mployers ancl empioyeee 
should combmP t_o fight th~ one big union'! 
I havr· herP a <'Jr<'ular wh1ch wns i,,,.ued a 
r,hort tinw ago bv th<' National DPmocratie 
Council of Qne(•nsland, and I am not 
ashamed of it. It savs---

" The ex!re~ne ;ocialists and supporters 
of the r.y; . \\ . moveH:t·nt , an; losing r:o 
opportumty to f'stabbsh Bolshevism m 
Australia. As an illustration of this 
~t the one big union conference heltl 
m Melbortrne recently, the following pre­
ambh· was aapoted :-

Capitalism can only be abolished hv 
the workers uniting in one class-con­
scion;; economic: organisation te takC' 
and hold the means of production by 

revolutionary, industriaL and poli­
tical action. ' Revolutionary action' 
means action to secure a complete 
change, nameh---the abolition o£ 
f'apitalistic ownership of the means of 
production-wheth<:r privately or 
through the State-and the establish­
ment in its place of social ownership by 
thE' whole community." 

Hon_. members opposite may believe in those 
sont:ments, but I clo not. If they adopt thosQ 
sentiments they are going back to the con­
ditions _prevailing with the aboriginals of 
Anstralra-to chaos and distress. This cir­
cular goes on to say-

'· ThP one big union n1oven1ent 
frankly states that its object is to upset 
our pre_Bent form of gov~rnment, and by 
revolutionary m<,-thocls take possession 
of all thP nwans of production. If that 
is acc,nnplished, therf' will be no pri­
yatP owner~hip of land, houses, shares, 
stock, vohieles, tools or implements. 
Xot only banks, railroadB, ships, ware­
hous<:s. but every business, every fac­
tory, PYery trading concern, however 
small, farms, market gardens, orchards, 
dairies-every form of production-will 
be owned by the socialist community. 
All will be wage-t'arners, drilled and 
regulated by the Bohhflvik machinP, and 
its army of officials. 'l'here will he no 
incentiw to indi,-idual thrift and enter­
pris(': a dE' ad level of Berfdom will pre­
vail. 

'' Hen· i,- tht' dPdaration of the secre­
tary of tlw Sydney Labour Council--

\V P will work bv the creation of 
worbhop eommitte~s. By this means 
the men will be got behind the scheme 
and no officials can stand in the way. 
Th~ method:; adopted by the German 
Bolsheviks at Hamburg are very suit­
able for Sydney. I am starting to 
<'ffect a seheme on the lines of the 
Hamburg Soviets. The RuBsian 
Soviets' eystem should be adoptpd hqre. 
\Ye h:ave already adopted it in our 
committees. 'V e must start a propa­
ganda school like that of the Moscow 
Bolsheviks. Our working class can 
only get emancipated through the 
one big union or, to give it its correct 
name, thC' workers' industrial union. 
"The _secretary of the on<> big union 

scheme m 1'\ew South \Vales stated th,'l.t 
the reeei pts of thP various unions in 1917, 
in thP State were £263,000, while the 
total accumulated fund to the credit of 
organiSE'd labour in N<:w South \Vales 
was £170,000. HP adde-d that it was in­
tended to expend £83,150 per annum on 
admini~trative officers and staff alone, 
in connection with tlw one !Jicr union 
campaign.'~ t:"' 

Hon. members oppositP complain about the 
employero subscribing towards a hall, but 
havE' not th~ workers their 'fra,d~s Hall? Did 
not th<' Kidston GovNnmtcnt some years ago 
grant them the land on whif'h to build that 
hall. and surely it i;; up to the employers to 
haw a ha.ll, too, if thPy wish it. 

:VIr. F .• \. CoOPER: They have been having 
<> "hanl" all the~e years. (Laughter.) 

:\lr. GrX:\: I know that the workers of 
Quer•nBland haY<' had compul•orv levies put 
upon tlwm Pvery now and agai;;_ to support 
their Labour paper and tho 'frades Hall. 
'The monPy for the employ<'rs' hall is not to 

Mr. Gunn.} 
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be obtained under compulsion; it will bQ 
obtained bv the issue of dcbentnres which 
will be pui·chased voluntarily. What harm 
is there in that? I remember that the first 
year of the shearers' strike, 1Ir. Spence, the 
head of the Australian \Vorkers' Union. 
said he wanted to meet the Pastoralists' 
Cnion. Thc> pastoralists had no union, and 
he said. " It is no use talking- to me indi­
vidually; go and form your union." They 
went and formed their union. \Vhat harm 
is th~re in the pastoralists or any other sec­
tion of the community having a union? It 
is only natural that they should have a 
union. Hon. members opposite cannot com'­
plain at the emplo: ers forming a union any 
more than they can at any other members 
of the <'ommunity forming a union. I remem­
l.x>r, too, that the Australian \Vorkers' L'nion 
want.ed to make a compact with t!JP 
Pastora lists' Association. and said, "Tlw 
Australian \Yorkers' Cnion do not bc•­
lieve in ''scabs," and neither do you 
gr.aziers. You want all the pastoralists to 
JOlil your union, and we -will agree not to 
shear for any pastoralist who does not belong 
to your union if yot1 agr<;e not to employ 
anybody who is not a unionist." He wanted 
to make a compact, and why are hon. mem­
bers opposite growling now because the 
employers want to form a union? Then 
again, one of the sentim.,nts of this em­
ployer<>' union that hon. members oppositf' 
find fault with is this-

,, EMPLODIEXT OF RETURXED SOLDIERR 
AXD SAILORS. 

" So far as the resolution anent seem·­
ing employment for all returned sailors 
and soldiers is concerned, representatives 
of the employers have met representa­
tives of the Returned Sailors and 
Sold!er~' Imperial Leagu~, and it is 
gratifymg- to be able to announce that 
in addition to returned sailors and 
soldiers being restored to situations occu­
pied prior to going to war, through the 
~nf!uence of the Employers' Association, 
mnumerabl.; positions have been found 
others. ::'-reverthelef's, much yet remains 
to br; accompli~hed, and to enable the 
display of further practical sympathy 
subjoined will be found documents fo; 
circulation and consideration." 

What is wrong with that? What harm is 
ther<; in the employers trying to get re­
turned soldi<>rs prefPrence? I cannot see a 
bit of harm in it-this National Democratic 
Council has a department, with a man in 
eharge, to find cmploymf~nt for returned 
soldiers. If a returned soldier g-o~s into that 
office thcro is a man there to look after him, 
and no matter what his politics are, they trv 
to get him a job. \Vhat harm is there i;, 
that? All this waste of time in order to trv 
and g-et some propaganda stuff into " Hail­
surd " is not necest~ary, because hon. n1e1ubers 
have their unions outside who can attend 
to all those matters, but I am afraid that 
tlw privileges of this House are being very 
much abused, to tlw detrimPnt of the p<•opl0 
of Que~nsland. , 

Mr. BEBBINU'l'ON : I am not at all 
interestpd in the work of tllP EmploYer>' 
Federation, but I think they haxf' a ppi·fed 
right to build a hall if they wish it. Thev 
have a pNfe<:t right to <'Onduct their own 
busine;;s in their own way, and what harm 
.:an then' be in issuing debentures to provide 
funds to build a large hall in BrisbanE>, which 
will make work for the workers? Rurely, 

[Mr. (Junn. 

there can be no harm in that? Then agair: 
if we take their programm(;] and their objec­
ti Vf}s-I am not interested in them, as thi' 
Farmers' Union paid my advertising expensee­
for the last election, and I paid the balance 
-we find they ar') for the benefit of thE' 
people of Queensland. ~ I think it is more 
likely that hon. members on the other side 
got a great deal more mon<:y from the Em­
l 1loyers' Federation tha.n (•ycr c·anlP to thw 
eide. \Ye know that they promised not tt~ 
interfere with the grog trade, and how much 
money went with that promi>'e we do not 
know. 

The PRE1!IER: It is not trn(!. and you 
know it. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: It mav be true or 
it may not be true. I am only saying that 
the statement was made. 

Mr. CARTER: You know that you got in 
on that in 1912. 'l'h!' money was found for 
you. 

Mr. BEBBING'l'ON: That is not correct. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hor.~ 
member must keep to the motion. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The obj<':ctivcs of 
the Employers' Federation cannot be any 
worse than the objectives of the party oppo~­
site. One of their objectives is certainly to 
take the whole means of production. 

Th!l SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. 
member will have to discuss the motion al! 
to whether this matter be printed with the 
authodty of the House. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: So far as printing 
the speech goes, I suppose we all have that 
opportunity, and quite likely w<; all have 
taken advantage of it. I haYe tak"n advan­
tage of it before now. When I thought I 
would like to send a copy of my speech to 
my people I sent it, and no one would object 
to that. Neither would anyon(;! object to it' 
being done by the hon. member for Flinders~. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl!LTrRE: Did any­
one read it? 

Mr. BEBBINGTOK: The ::\1ini6ter's own 
speeches were piled up 5 feet hig-h in the 
offices all round here, but nobody wanted to 
read them, or would read thE'm, and he sent 
them outside, and they were thrown into the 
street. If there were no more demand for 
my .speeches than for his, thert1 would be 
verv little. If thenJ is anything detrimental 
in that speech-one barristE'r says there i•,, 
and another gentleman of law says there is 
not, and I am not going to judge between 
them-apparently that is thP reason that 
motion has been brought into tlw Chamber-­
to absolve the hon. member from any 
liability outside. V\'lwther that is true or 
not I a1n not goinrr to saY, uot being a 
lawyer, but I .say tlwt the· opinion of the 
people~ outsi,de and inside this Chamber is 
that the objeet in bringing in tht\ motion is 
to absolve him from anv liability outside. 
I sav this House has 110 'right to lend itself 
to a'ny such proceeding-s. If, on the other 
hand, thero is nothing wrong a bout it, theB 
why publish it unde1· this motion. 

::Yir. 'l'AYLOR ilrinrlMr): I would like tn 
sav a few words on this matter, beoause I 
think it is a very sm·ious matter affecting 
the privileg-es of this House. It is the duty 
of every hon. meml:ier here to consider what 
the effect& of carrying such a motion are 
likely to be, probably at .any time i~1 the neaT 
future. It has been pomted out. uy one or 
two speakers that a motion mch a.- this may 
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have a boomerang effect, and that a majority 
on either side of the House, if they haYe a 
subject-matter which they want to place 
before the people of Queensland, can by a 
resolution such as the one which the Premier 
moved here last night have it distributed 
under the sanction of Parliament. I think 
that if there is one thing about whi<:>h mem­
bers of this House should be very careful it 
is that in no poc,ible instance <>hould the 
privileges of Parlifiment be abused or played 
with in a fast and loose manner. I certainlv 
think that a motion such as this gives scope 
for such a thing to be done. Had there been 
any restrictions upon the hon. member for 
Flinders in the distribution of this speech, 
had he not been allowed to circulate it in thP 
ordinary way, or through the ordinary 
channels, one could understand that there 
might be some justification for the motion. 
But we all know-and the Premier and the 
Government know perfectly well-that there 
are no restrictions whatever-that the hon. 
member has the fullest and freest liberty to 
print his speech in every language on God's 
earth if he likc9 to do so, and to distribute it 
where he likes, if only he is willing to pay 
the postage. Nobody can prevent him. See­
ing that such is the case, why should the 
Premier bring forward such a motion as 
this? There must be something behind it. 
The Opposition are not respon,ible in any 
way for what the Employers' Federation 
have done in any shape or form-personally, 
I think thev have no reason to be ashamed 
of what they have done-but if the Opposi­
tion had been responsible thP Premier might 
have some justification for the action that he 
has taken. But there is nothing of that kind 
in the whole business. There must be somr>­
thing behind the motion, and whether it is 
that there is a certain fear that if tlte speech 
goes out as it is reported in " Hansard " the 
hon. member or somebodv else mav be liable 
in a court for a criminal "action or' not we do 
not know. It may be so, or it may not be so, 
but if that is the reason for the protection that 
is sought for the distribution of this speech 
I say again that I consider it is not a right 
and proper thing to do, and that it is an 
abuse of parliamentary privilege. If Parlia­
ment should stand for anvthing at all it 
should stand for the sacredness of the privi­
leges which it enjoys, and it should do all it. 
can to safeguard them, and not, as I said a 
few moments ago, play fast and loose with 
them. I certainlv think the motion should 
be withdrawn, and as one who has great 
respect for the Premier I must S<l.Y that I do 
not think that the motion is worthy of him. 

HmwuRABLE MEYrBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. TA YLOR: I think that if 11(· <·ou­
siders the best interests of his party and of 
the country he will not go on with it. I am 
not afraid of the circulation of the speech at 
all. 

Mr. CARTER: Why all the noise? 

Mr. TA YLOR: If you would oh ut up your 
noise a bit we would get on much better. 
Of all the tinpot, hollow-drum noises w<:> hear 
throughout this Chamber you a Lout "take 
the bun.'' (Interruption.) You are alway,; 
harping, harping, harping all the time. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: I rise to a point of 
order. I want to know whether the hon. 
member for \Vindsor is in order in saying 
that the noises that come from you are the 
most tinpot noises that he hears in thi,; 
Chamber. 

An OPPOSITION ME:irBER: HP did not say ><o. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: He used these words, 
" The noises that come from vou are the 
most tin pot noises we hear." • 

Mr. TAYLOR: Mr. Speaker, you know 
perfectly well that that is not true-you do· 
not want anv denial from me. 

Mr. F. A~ COOPER: I thought you were 
addressing the Chair. 

::Yh-. TA YLOR : I do not intend to add 
anything more in connection with this 
matter. I am one of those who believe tha.t 
Parliament should set the highest standard 
throughout the land in the conduct of its 
husino·>R, and I contend that a motion such 
as w0 ha Ye befDre us to-night is not eurrying 
out that function. 

Mr. l'ETRIE (Toom bul) : I rise' to prote~t 
ao·ainst a. n1otion of this nature, bPcause n 
is" an unusual thing, and it is esta.hlishing a­
precedent which we should not hav('. I have· 
been in this House twenty-six y<:>ars, and l 
have nen'r heard a motion of this nuture 
introdut'ecl Lefore. If the Gov<:>rnment are· 
not frightened about the hon. nwmbe:· for 
Flinzkrs or these otlwn; who arc> mentwned 
in the motion distributing t,he spc<'ch broad­
east. why should thev come here and try to 
gpt . thP. 'imprimatur of Parliament accorc!Pd 
to it so that thev will be protect<Hl outside' 
the House? · 

).i[r. CARTER made an interjection with 
rPferPnce to "ton1bstonf's." 

Mr. PETRIE: I would make a tombstonCY 
for you. (Laughter.) If, a~ th~ Premi.er hes 
statPd- -and I believe he IS sUH'<'l'P m the 
statemPilh llf' makes--if there is no defama­
tory mattPr in thi,; spePdl, and therP is noth­
ing to fear, why do the Governm<>nt. ask for 
the pridlege of Parliament to prmt and 
publish a pamphlet? I do not see any reason 
in it. Xow, I have an amendment to move, 
and if tlw Premier and those behind him are 
sincere---and they have the majority so that 
they can bludgeon anything throug.h-the.y 
will accept the amendment and pur "ll th1s 
discussion to an end. I move--

" That the following words he added· 
to the motion:--

'subject to the condition that any such 
authority shall not be deemed to secure 
to the publisher or any of them t)'Je­
protection of tlw privileges of Parlia­
ment in any particular whatwever.' '' 

I think that that anwndment .will cover any 
doubt about the mattc•r, and If th<·~- are not 
afraid of being pnlle<l up for any defamatory 
matter, ,uch as has hN'n talked about, they 
will accept it. So far as I. a~n concerned 
I do not carp if th<:> ~pPeeh 1s 1ssued every­
when•. It will not affect me, and l <lo not 
think th,, Employ<'r'' Federation hav<> . any­
thing to f0ar either. But, appal'(•ntl~·. there 

is something feared by th<> PrP­
[8 p.111.] mier or tlw hon. nwmlJPr for 

Flinders and those .. oth•lrsn rP­
ferred to th(•re-who, I take it, are t.he 
Indusnial ( 'oum·il, ami probably tlw " Da1l.v 
Standar<l. '' which ha' already pnhlislwd 
pretty full;l·. I think, the speec!' .of th<> h?n. 
mPmlwr. He has had the pr1nlegP whwh 
<>verv m .. mlwr has. of having all hi-; speech· 
printed in ·• Hansard." The~· hav<' . bePn 
distributPd broadcast. I take 1t, and If h~; 
wants to get n1orP why not va:,.~ for thPltl and· 
distribute them·: Whv shouJ.d hP or the 
Premi pr introduC'l' a 'nuJdon of this Rort 
asking· that th<• authority of Parliauwnt hP· 
given to print thi~. patnphiP! ·~ I ~a.v 1t L""' 

ridif'ulnu.;;: and it 1!-- uon:-<Pn:-.IC'al. I do noL 

Mr. Petn:C.] 
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·see anything in it, excepting therp ie some­
thing at the back of it which they f<ear might 
take place outside this House. I think my 
.auwndment will meet the case, and if th'e 
P1·emier wiil accept it I am sure it will 
.,_,tibfy <'very mrmber in the House. The 
hon. member can then publi,h his speech 
-•nd do what he likcR with it. 

:\fr. S\YAY~E (Jiira.ni): I rise for tht> 
rourposP of seconding the amendmrmt which 
has bePn moved by tlw hon. member for 
'Toombul, and I trust, for the sakP of the 
good name of the (llW<msland Parliament. 
that that amendment will be accepteu. With­
-out that. it simlJly meanR that not only is 
a m<'mber of Parliament eeeking protection 
for doing out·,ide Parliament what othE'rwisP 
lw would not b0 gam<· to do or would bP 
JnmishuJ for doing, but it also confers upon 
anvonp who is not a member of Parliament 
tlu; right to utter ddatuatory word~ f'Oncorn­
ing his fellow-eitizens. Members of Parlia­
ment have very great privileg<'s in Parlia­
ment. \Ve have the right to say thing& that, 
on ordinary occasion!::', we \vould not have 
the right to say. That trust is r<'posed in 
us in good faith, in the belief that we will 
prove worthy of it, that we will not abuse 
the pow0r that is giYen to us, and that w<• 
»ill use that privilege on!:: in the protection 
of the people of Queensland: not in paltry 
a busL', sueh 'as is contained in the sp<'ech of 
the hon. member for Flinders. Let nw draw 
the attrmtion of the House to sonw of thosP 
words. They are ·· tho,e profiteering politi­
<•al pickpockete." \VP would not be allowed 
to use thosP words to one anotlH·r in thP 
Hous<·. They would !)(' ruled out of order 
at oncP. 

:Yir. CoLJ.INS: ""o on<> a bus•·' thf' privilege 
more than you do. 

Mr. S\V/1. YNE: You may, on that side. 
That statement which has just beC'n made is 
a ref!Pction upon you, Mr. Speakf'r. I feel 
sur{' that if ~~our attPntion \Vere drawn to it, 
von wc•nlcl not allow ~nch words to be usoo 
1n Parliam<ent. If w<• arp not allowed to 
'''" suPh words in Parliament, why should 
WP be allowed to US<' tiUPh words to peopl0 
outside Parliament~ That is what i~ in· 
H·nded; and not onlv that we should be 
allow('() tn use ~ueh 'words outside Parlia· 
mf'nt, but also that anyone who lik<>s~any 
unscrupulous volitica] agent, any organiser-­
may go round the country branding- these 
peopl<' as pickpocket"-. I think tht> motive 
underlying this motion is fairly obvious. 
VIe all know that during tlw 1915 election 
e<,rtain ~tatements were made whieh, no 
doubt. at the time carried a certain amount 
of infhwnN'. and won a certain number of 
Yote". \Vt• know that those statements were 
afterwards proved, in a court of justiee, to 
lw libellous and untru<'. Still, for the time 
hning, thPy effected their purpose. \Ye have 
good r<''"on to heliPve that an election is 
wry c:losr. and the object is to allow, not 
Dnly eertain hon. gf'ntlemen th<>msPIY<•s. but. 
also anyoue who is w-orking in their rause~ 
to go round thP country libelling with im­
punity, without any f0ar of nunishrnent. If 
this anwndment is not aeccpted that is the 
<mly construction you can put uvon the 
motion. I have not spoken on th<' question 
bf'for<', and I should like. to call the attention 
of the House to on0 or two other fflaturoo 
in regard to it. As far as the circular itself 
is conO<'rned, leaving out these defamatory 
words, I do. not think any objeetion can be. 
'taken to 1t. I do not think a.nyone i~ 

[Mr. Petrie. 

ashamed of it. Of course the idea is that. 
among the unthinkin!j', there are a great 
many people who would not take th<' troublE' 
to read the pamphlet through. They would 
Rimply eee that certain m<en, whose name~'> 
an• g·iven, are described as profiteering piC'k· 
pockets. 'I'hat is quite enough for them, 
without bothering to E<ee whether there is 
anv justification for the term. The mere 
fact of that epithet being used is quite 
suflici<mt, in some people's eyes, to brand 
them as pickpoekets. As far as thP pamphlet 
itsplf is concerned. what is there in it 'I It 
is simply adopting tactics which have been 
long in use on the other side. As has been 
pointed out, the er-ection of a building i~ 
'impl,1· an equivalent of tlw Trade' HaiL 
'rho indemnity fund is on all fours with what 
was done at the tim" of the strike. As for 
this matter of publication, I would like to 
point out that the Labour daily three y<'arR 
acw· attempted to bring pressure to bear 
upon members of this House for the purposP 
of injuring tho-e who were opposed to it. 
1 have here a letter that was sent to me. 
I think, by mistake. It is headed " Labour 
Daily Nf'wspaper Company, Limited, pro­
prietors of 'The Dailv Standard,' 223 Ade­
laide street, Brisbane, '21st September, 1916." 
It is written for the purpose of urging mem 
hers of Parliament not to spend any money 
with businesses which did not a·dvertise in 
the "Standard." Those were their tactioo 
three years ago. It wincls up with thesP 
WO!'ds-

" Spending your Labour .. earned money 
with such concerns whose chief joy would 
be the extermination of this journal, i£ 
actually providing the enemy with am­
munition to bombard us-and inciden· 
tally yourself as a Labour M.L.A. 

'' \Vithout your patronag<', direct or 
indirect, and that of other workers, the 
business community wguld oease to exist. 
May we look to your immediate eo-opera· 
tion to swell the advertising lists of the 
Labour dail~·, and thus help us to further 
finance and improve your paper, and the 
work that it is doing? 

" If you find your cheques in payment 
of accounts going out to the tailors, 
groc,ers, drapers, etc., advertising in the 
daily papers of the city, that we are in 
competition with, and excluding us, we 
trust they will be accompanied with a 
reminder that the ' Dailv Standard' 
advertising columns offer 'them wider 
and more valuable publicity, at least a• 
far as your personal cu..;tom i;; eoneerned. 

·• Yours fraternally, 
.. Tlw Labour Daily Newspaper Co., Ltd., 

::VIr. 
there"! 

"(Sgd.) ERIC H. COLLINGS, 

"Advertising JHanager." 
What about boycotting 

Mr. S\YAY:'\E: Y<es. What about coercion 
there 1 People on our side may have asked 
for financial support, but they never usoo 
cot>rcion, and they never used force. They 
never said that people should starve if they 
did not support them. With regard to the 
establishment of a daily newspaper in Syclney 
somf' time ago. which never eventuated, I 
think thev wrung something like £100,000 out 
of tho worker, who I <elo not think has got 
hi" paper yet. The crux of tiH' position 
i, this : That right throughout the eastern 
part of Australia. the worker i, eompelled, 



Speech by Honourable [4 SEPTEMBER.] Member for Flinders. 585 

whethrr he believes in a paper or not, at 
the risk of starvation to eontribute to the 
paper. Yet, in the faco of coercion and 
tyranny of the rankP'·t kind, hon. members 
opposite start t<J squeal because people in a 
certain interest ask lwlp from others in the 
<>ame interr;t as themselves. Then, to make 
it appea.r as something dreu.dful, they use 
,;buse which is worthv of the member who 
uttered it-thCI abuse· that characterises his 
remark>'. As an old member of this House, I 
should h<> \'Pry sorry if we oet a bad prP­
cL>.dent for otlH•r l'arliarm•nts. but unless WP 
insert sonl<• ,,,tfeguard such as has been sug~ 
ge,,ted by the hon. nwmbr r for Toomhul tha.t 
is what \H• shall be doing. 1.'rder cover of 
the gT<-'at privilege::; in our hands for tlw 
public good. 11 P oh all hr, open to the accusa­
tion of abusing tho'f• priYilegPii for petty 
political f'ntk 

Mr. YOWLER: 
what the Premier 
that h<· would lw 
JmendmE>nt. 

1 tl.ut~ght. in fllcE' of 
f'aid a little while ago, 
preJm.red to a.eccpt tni, 

0PPOSJTIC:> :11E~IBE1$ : Heal', lu ar ~ 

Mr. YOWLli:S: Ht· n•ld tlw Hou.;" that 
thf're was no cl<~l-lirf' t~ <'1'!'~1te a sp(~cial 
privilf'gc· in this ease by \. ·iving a lieen,,o to 
an hon. memb<'l'. ot· any body of persons. 
to perpet uato eertain word, which, if uttered 
out of this Chamber. would be defarna.torv. 
When WP arp offering thP opportunity in 
the form of an amPndmPni he io silent, 
which sr•Prns rnthPr sb·ang(•. 

The PRE:.JI£R: He talk~ at thP right time. 
You 'vill hPa r hirn d1 rn•tlY. (GoYPrnin<"nt 
l"'ughter.) · 

Mr. VO.WLES: \Vt' ,,..,.., told last night 
that we W<'re to havp a full-chr·,, debate, a.nrl 
L naturall~- expected to hear th<' hon. gentle­
man, in a top hat and in a loud voice. 
explaining to tlJP ('hambc;r how it happened 
that thi, motion \\as <>nlv put into his hands 
a few minutes hdorp a quarter to 6 last 
night, and telling us wh<•re it came from, 
because, prPsnmably. the leader of th<> 
·Governnwnt ·kne\v nothing ahout it and 
:.1othing· about the faets. 

The PREMIER: Y on (•videntlv do not know 
the proeednr<' of Parliament.· 

Mr. VOWLES: l know tlw hon. gentle· 
rna.n is in a Yery tight corner. So1ne !JfJrson 
or per· ems forced thi~ motion upon the 
leader of thP HonRP. and that was th<> 
apologv lw mad<> vesu,rdav afternoon for 
not gi~·ing it to n!e for p.Prusal before it 
was put to thE' HomP. 

The SPEAKER : Ordor! ThP hon. mem­
ber must keP)J to th<• amondmPnt; he is now 
speaking to thP motion. 

Mr. VOI\'LES: I am disots,ing what tlH• 
Premier did yestt>rrlay afternoon, anrl I 
submit that I have 0nery right to do it. 
I would likP to know who tlw persons were. 
and why this motion, to whic:h thev seem· 
ingly attac·h sueh a great dt-·11 of importance. 
was to be brought befon, thP House. Is 
there a fore<' outside the Hcu'f' that c-ontrols 
the GovermJwnt; 

l\fr. BEBB!XGTOX: Of ,•ourq•. thertl ts. 
(Governnwnt laughter.) 

Mr. VO\YLES: P<'rhans 1 should not sa.v 
without the House, beca{,,., I believe that a. 
majority of them arc- in the lobby of the 
House to-night. · 

:Mr. C'OLLIKS: Th., hon. member for Car­
"'arvon received his im,tructions. 

Mr. VOWLES: Here we have an incident 
where the Government tell ns they are not 
taking extraordinary procedure for the pur­
pose of creating a privilege for a hon. 
member or some other person. If that is 
&a, and they are honest about it, they have 
an opportunity of explaining. But the whole 
circumstances connected with this incident 
are peculiar, The hon. gentleman tells us 
of a document which is marked " private 
a.nd confidential" ; something which had no 
right to come into his hand>. and which we 
ean onlv assume came into his hands in a 
\\Tonn· ,\ ... av. SolnPbodv 1nnst havf' ~tole-n it 
and g·iv<'n" it to him. !m<l, if the.v did take 
it that way. he is just as guilty as the 
person who stole a priYat(• and confi<kntial 
{•locnnwnt. 

:31r. F. :\. C'OOPER: ( 'hPap ],m : Cheap 
law! 

~Ir. VOWLES: It if' not unusual for things 
to disanpear. 'I'hat was the case where 
('orrespondence between th0 leader of the 
Opposition and myself-two letters disap­
peare-d abeut two month< ago-and when 
private and confidential documents get into 
the handii of members oppnsitf.' we naturally 
know what has beeome of our private letters. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. m'"mber 
must withdraw that insinuation. 

:\Ir. VO\VLES: Insinuation~ 

The SPEAKER: That membNs of t1~is 
HousE' have be<>n guilty of taking hirl private 
t'orrespondence. The hon. member may say 
Pxactly what ho intended to say now. 

Mr. VOWLES : I say that a prh·ate and 
<vnfidcntial document which has come. by 
admission, into the hands of a private mem­
her here-which has no right to be in his 
hands, and must have been givPn t<J him by 
somebodv who took it--

), Go,~ERX}JEXT MEMBER : Did you say that 
he stol<> it? 

Mr. VOWLES: I do not say that he stole 
it. I sav that important letters between the 
!PadPr of our pa.rty and myself disappeared, 
and it only makes one wonder what becomes 
of the letters. 

Mr. GLEDSON: Is that a reflection on the 
officer~ of the House? 

Mr. VOWLES: It is not a reflection on 
the· offieprs of thP IloHSP, but on the post 
oflieE'. le; tlwrp am· reflection there on an 
hon. member? · 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member is 
n1aking no reflection now. 

:Yir. VO\YLES: I think it is the rule of 
this House that the word of every hon. mem­
ber must be accepted. The Premier said 
that it i> not defamatory, neither is it ir, 
law, from tho fact that it is under privilege, 
haYing been said in this Hous<>. That is 
whaf the hon. gentkman suggested. Surely 
he does not mean to say that to speak of a 
body of persons as have been spoken of here 
would be permitted to be done outside this 
chamber-to speak of people as " profiteering 
political pickpockets," and to mention their 
nam0s, to speak of them here again-referring 
to the findings of a Commission in America 
in reference to a combine there--and state 
that thev have practicallv made the same 
proposal~ as are referred ·to in the findings 
in th" Commission? One of these proposals 
is this-Then he goes on to say-

" There is no doubt that this is the 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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first step of the Employers' Federation 
to weaken the unions, and they would 
then continue in their wild career of 
profiteering on a scale never hitherto 
attempted. But the mask has been torn 
from their face, and this House and the' 
oountry can now see this scheme in all 
its hideousness. There is no doubt that 
it is a deliberate scheme by the members 
of the Emplo'i"ers' Federation to smash 
Labour unionS, to smaBh Labour papers. 
and ultimately, of course, destroy the 
Labou1· Government, secure powm·, and 
then embark on an orgy of profiteering." 

The name'< of the individuals are mentioned 
there, and I say, without the slightest doubt, 
that there iB a direct charge, because they are 
accu,•·d in another place. He said-

" It is specially provided that the 
Labour publications are to be boycotted, 
and all advertisements immediately with­
·drawn , if they dare to oppose thes" 
people. ' 

:rhesE> .gent!e.men !ire charged with profiteer­
mg, w1th bemg piCkpockets, with attempting 
to bring about something that would save 
them from taxation; they are to get control 
of the Taxation Department, and avoid pay­
ment .of the taxes they are due to pay. The 
Premwr says that statements like that would 
not bo defamatory if made outside the 
Chamber. I think it is very easy for any­
one to see the object of this. First of all 
it is regarded as good political propaganda: 
If the Premier wishes to be honest about it 
why not publish as a parliamentai·y pape; 
the platform which was read out here by the 
hon. me.mber for Flinders-publish that plat­
form without any comment; it is the com­
ment that we object to. Those comments 
are full of de·famatory matter and they are 
to. be. published broadcast. 'We have no 
obJectiOn whatever to the publication of the 
platform part of the speech. We are not 
identified with the authors of that platform. 
I am not a membe•r of the organisation. 

Mr. KIRWAN : Why wash your hands of it? 
Mr .. VC?WLES: I know nothing about the 

orgamsatwn, and there is no branch of it in 
my electorate, The hon. member for Bris­
]:>ane. knows these people, becat~se they are 
m h1s e•lectorate. 

Mr. KIRWAN: They don't subscribe to my 
electiou expenses. 

Mr. VOWLES: In my electorate we do not 
receive any political support from these 
people. So far as I am concerned they are 
absolutely unknown. · ' 

Mr. GLEDSON: What is hurting you? 

Mr_ . V9WLES: The Government, having 
a n:aJorrty. are bludgeoning through the 
motiOn so that the speech may be published 
for propaganda purposes. 

Mr. GLEDSON : Are you afraid of it going 
out? 

Mr. .VOWLES: I d<? not care twopence 
.whert:' 1t goes to; but, If the party opposite 
want to be honest about it, they should con­
sent-and we ;yould _consent-to the platform 
part of It. bem!' Circulated, seeing that it 
wa.s read m this House. Bqt we strongly 
obJect to the defamation of men who have 
prepare<:\ a platform with patriotic and 
loyal obJects, as they say distinctly in their 
platform .. We object to their being defamed 
and hav~ng charges levelled against them 
upon whwh the hallmark of Parliament is 
to be placed; ap,d they are to be precluded 

[Mr. Vowles. 

front taking any f'f'Illt~dy for the dcfainatinJL 
If this rnotion i~ passed. any nf'wspaper caB 
publish this defamatory matter broadcast; 
any person may get up on a platform and 
make use of it; and we are permitting this 
by an abuse of the powers that are reposed 
in us as members of Parliament. The Go­
vernment have no right to give a license such 
as is being given here to any person, or to 
any s~Cetion of the community, to take advan­
tage of. It would be bad enough if the 
statements made were- true ; but, when the 
charges are unfounded and the criticism is­
unwarranted, then it is a very serious breach 
of tile privileges of this House; and I regr"t 
that the· Premier and his Cabinet should 
allow some outside power t{) coerce them 
into doing what they ar" doing now. So 
far as we know, it is unprecedented. There 
is no record that we can find where any 
Parliame-nt in Christendom has ever at­
tempted to do such a thing; and now it is 
being done by a Labour Government, which 
pretends to be a just GovHmment. It is this­
Government that is making use of the privi­
lege~ of this Rous<> to protect a man in say­
ing outsid<' what, without the cover of that 
privilege, he could be charged criminall;y 
for saying. 

Mr. UOLLINS : Exposing the wrongs that 
exist; that is what we are going to do­
exposing the villainy behind it all. 

~lr. VOWLES : The writing rs on the wall. 
If this is the sort of thing that the Govern· 
ment are going to do to try and get votes­
this and the .. Ha!'l"'r'' Yote-then they hav· 
fa.IIPn grE'atly in my estimation as' indi, 
viduals. I hope the l'r<~mier will assure. th<' 
peopl<' of Queenslaud that there is no inten­
tion, under cover of this motion, to allow 
defamatory matter to be published merely 
for the· sake of protecting the publishers. 
Let him say so, and agree to this amend­
ment. If he does not do so, then he is not 
honest about it. 

'flw PRE:YIIER (who was r<'et•iyed wit.lJ 
Governnwnt che0rs) said: I do not propC•'>P 
to accept the am<mdment mm·ed by one hon. 
member and supportt•d hy two otllPr hor1. 
memhen, oppositP. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PRK:\HER : One looking on at th& 
proceedings in this Chamber last evening, 
and sine<' 7 o'cloek this PV<>ning, would 
wonder what it was that had excited the 
Hutter in th<' House. They would wonder 
what it was that "'as disturbing- hon. gentle-
men opposit<'. --

::VIr. :YIORGAN : \Yhat disturbed you yestu­
day~ 

'I'he l'RK:YliER: Last ewning I wa" 
accused of discourtesy b<:'ca.use l asked p<'r­
mission to move the motion without notice, 

Mr. VowLE~: For not telling- us what the• 
motion was. 

The PREllfiER: I indicatt'd what th" 
motion was; and, if I did not indicate what 
it was, then it was the duty of some hon. 
member oppo"ite to objoet to my getting the, 
permission of the House to move the motion 
without notiee. ::'\io one objected to my 
getting th:1t )ll'rmission. 

llfr. :YfoRG.\X : You ha<l to ta.ke a voh 
on it. 

The PREMIER : I got permission. I wa'> 
then immediately aeeuS<Jd of disrourtesy. I 
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at ouee off<'rt"l to u llow a full dPbate upon 
the rnattcr. 

Mr. Vowu:s: You got it. 

The l'H K~IIER: Th,, hou. gentleman did 
not wa.nt it. I offered to allow them to 
have a full debate on the matter; and what 
was thP first thing that we were met with 
at 7 o'clock this evening I The deputy leader 
of the Opposition ros<' in his placP and took 
what lw alleged was a poiut of order iu 
order to dpfpat the diflcussion o£ the 1notiou. 
He aoked you, Mr. SpPakcr. to rule that the 
1notion was uot in ord0r. 

xir. \ OW!.ES: I knew what the> Spcaker', 
ruling would hP lll'fore I got up. 

The PHE:.\IIER: If tlw point of ordc·r 
had been nphPid. there would not han' been 
one wore! of discussion upon the motion. 
'l'ho hon. lllC'Inber now ~uggf'sts that he 
wanted a debatP; but he raised th<• point of 
order. although he knew tlwre was nothing 
in his point of ordPr. He wished to convev 
an impreF.sion to tho public of Qu<'enslan~l 
that tho object of this motion was to l'nabk 
certain falF<' and <lefamatorv· mattPr to lw 
circulated to t lw public of QuPPnsland nndPr 
the privilege> uf l'arlia.rn<•nt. 

Mr. YoWLER: QuitP trtH'. 

'rhe l'RE::\IIEH.: He wi<hPd to conn·y 
that to the public under the guise of raising· 
a point of ordPr. Of eoursf', as you pointed 
out, Mr. SpPaker, there was nothing in th0 
point of order. 1 am sur0 cverv hon. m<'m­
ber saw that then• was nothing 'in the point 
of order and that there is nothing defama-

, tory m th(' s]weeh. ~ow. what i< tlw next 
Inove·? 

::'>lr. Vowr.Es: Then, why this motion·: 

ThP PREMIER: will conw to that 
directly. The next move is to movl' as au 
amendn1Pnt to rny Inotion th0 insPrdon of 
these words-

,, Subject to thn eondition that anv 
Buch authorih shall not hP df'Pmed t;, 
secure to the publishers, or any of them. 
the protection of the privilege-; of Parlia­
ment in any particular whatsoever." 

What is the object of that mnendnwnt? 
P.arlianH'nt is asked, upon· a specific motion. 
that it shall abandon thD privileges of Parlia· 
ment that havp come down to it from tim<' 
imnwmoriaL (Cproar.) 

l\1r. BEBBINGTO:\ : Y uu t\.1'(' ohowing yom· 
hand now. ' 

The PREMIER : We are asked to abandon 
those privil0gps in the interests of the capi­
talistic supporters of hon. members oppoeite. 

GoVERXoiENT :VlE1rBERS: Hear, ht>ar: and 
Opposition interruption. 

The PRKMIEH : I can well imagine that 
there must have been a hurried meetin" of 
the EmployNs' Federation some timf' to-dav. 
I know that this amendment was not pre­
pared by any hon. member of this House. 
I dare,.ay it was pr<'pared bv sonw corpora-
tion la wy<'r outside-- · 

xlr. PETRIE: :t\lot trUP. 

The PHE~liER: And handed to an hon. 
membPr inside the Chamber \Yith the objeet 
of carrying out orw of the principle3 for 
which this seeret eommitte<' stands. Ther<' 
is a dause in their little secret agreement 
that we are ('ndeavouring to let the peopln 
of Queensland know about which provide;; 

that thcv ohall have an indemnity fund 
raised by' a tax upon the wages they' pay to 
the wage-earners of Queensland--

211r. SwAY1\E: The same as your unioll 
funds a re raised. 

The PREMIER : A tax amounting ((, 
one-half per cent. of the total amount of 
wages paid, and which will turn in to theL 
the handsome incomP of about £25,000 
yPal'. 

xir. 8IZER: And you get five timh that. 

Thf' .PREMIER: One of the objects of this 
fnnd i' statf'd in this memorandum-thi-; 
private and confidential memorandum. It 
i; ~tated that the fund is to be used for, 

amongst other things, " testing 
[B.30 p.m.] the legality of any Act, proclama-

tion, regulation, or order of the 
Federal or Queensland Parliament, or of 
any rulP or bv-law of any .corporation in 
Pither case o( common application." 'wr» 
are asked by means of th~ amendment to 
abrogate the powers and privileges of Par­
liament that have come down to us fron± 
time immemorial in order to enable thi~ 
federation to tt>st to the limit the motion 
w~ propose to paes. I am: speaking upon a 
subject in which I have a deep interest. 

An 0PPOSITIOX MEMBER: Naturally. 

The PHEMIEH.: And a stlbject in which 
the people of Queensland will have a deep 
interest. And now I am about to proceed 
to tell you why I havfJ moved the motion 
standing in my name. But first of all, let 
me ask what is the motion about? That ;, 
what '' the man in the street" will want tn 
know. What has this motion to do with 7 
Why arc the members of the Opposition so 
Pxcited about it? Why have they made oo 
many charges against the Government with 
regard to it'? Well, it has to do with the 
''Report and recommendations of committee 
appointed at meeting of all employers' or­
ganisations held on 4th March, 1919." The 
motion has to do with the report and recom­
mendations of a meeting of representatives 
of all employers that was held in Brisbane 
on the 4th March, 1919. That is the first 
.thing. Wh.at objection is there to ith~ 
Employers' Federation and the members of 
that federation and the people of Queens­
land having this circular advertised for 
them? 

.:\lr. VOWLES: None at aiL 
ThQ PREMIER: None at all? And yet 

we have all these excited speeches from: hon. 
members opposite ! They have even sug­
gested that this document has be<in stolen. 

Mr. VowLES: So it has. 
The PREMIER: The document was circu­

lated ''privately and confidentially." Why 
is it said that it was stolen? 

Mr. VowLES: Because it disappeared. 

The PRE.:\1IER : There is another circular 
which was mentioned in this House last 
session or the sessio.n before. It was also 
'' private and confidentiaL" It was a cir· 
eular containing the minutes of a meeting 
of certain representatives of the Fire Under­
writ~rs' Association of Queensland and other 
insurance representatives. That document 
·dealt with something that we know all 
about. It went through Queensland, and I 
am Rure it surprised a great nnmber of the 
people of Que~nsland. 'rhat private and 
confidential circular of representatives of 
the insurance companies tried to damage 

Hon. T. J. Ryan.] 
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Government insurance and to keep up the 
rates of pr<:miums paid by the general 
publio of Queensland for the insurance of 
property and in connection with workers' 
compenRation. What was the answer to 
that? It was said that the document was 
stolen. This document was not stolen· and 
if it were stolen, does that make an'y dif: 
ference to what it contains? (Hear, !war!) 
I put this to you, Mr. Speaker, and I put it 
to th:' Pf!O~le '!f Queensland, that, if this is 
an mcrmunatmg document, the person 
responsible for it will have to answer for 
it, no matter how it was obtained. 

Mr. VowLES : It was stolen. 
The PREMIER : If a man is found writ­

in~ an incriminating document. which con­
tams a scheme that has been evolYed in order 
to crush the workers of this Stat<:'. it does 
not matter how that docum<.'nt was got. so 
long as we know what it is. 

GOVERNMENT ME:IIBERS : Hear, hPar ! 
The PREMIER : What is the attitude of 

hon. members opposite with regard to this 
circular? We have had quite a number of 
speakers upon it. Some of them have care­
fully dissociated themselves from it. Thev 
hav(J said that they did not know the Em­
ployers' Federation, or that they hardly 
knew the names of any of the men which 
o.ppear on this list-thev have never met 
them. (GoYernment laughter.) Ther(J was 
only one member in the House who was bold 
•mough to stand up and say, " I stand for 
these principles; I believe in them;" but he 
has announPed that ht; is not going to stand 
for Parliament again. (Laughter.) I refer 
(0 the hon. member for Carnarvon. What 
i~ my main purpose in moving this motion? 

Mr. ELPHDiSTONE : Doing as you are told. 
The PREMIER : This memorandum con­

tains a V<'ry important statement of policy 
by a large section, or those represl;lnting a 
l.arge seetion, of the public of Queensland. 
It represents the policy of those who support 
hon. gentlemen opposite. 

Mr. VowLES: Are you sp~aking on the 
amendment? 

The PREMIER : Yes, I am speaking on 
the amendment. I am dealing with the 
whole mattPr, because I do not propose to 
make two bBparate spe.,ches. 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member is in 
order in dealing with the whole matter. 

The PREMIER: I say this document con­
tains a statement of the policy of the repre­
,;Pntatives of a large section of the people 
of Queensland who support hon. members 
opposite. If this cireular is to be made 
known to the people of Queensland, it is 
oply right that. those persons, as representa­
tives of a portwn of the people of Queens­
land, ·houJ.d have_ an opportunity of stating 
on the floor of tins House and to the people 
of Queensland, wh<;ther they stand for the 
principles contained in the document or not. 
And that is the main purpose of my motion. 
0PPOSITIO~ MEMBERS : Oh, oh ! and dissent. 
The PREMIER : The hon. member for 

Flind~3rs could make his speech on the floor 
of tlus Ho~1se, _and hon. membf)rs opposite 
could remam s1lent, and then sav outside 
that thev did not know anything ·about it. 
Well, now, they know all a?out it, and they 
have an opportumty of saymg wheth"r they 
stand for the document or not. Members 
opr:osit:> can repudiate the Employers' Fede­
ratiOn lf th{)y llke; they can repudiate t:ho~e 

[Hon. T. J. Ryan 

who provide for them the sinew., of war if 
they like, but I am going to give them the 
opportunity of repudiating those principles 
or standing by them. (Hear, hear !) Hon. 
members may laugh, but it is no laughing 
matter. They may pretend to enjoy it, but 
the cold fact remains that the document 
referred to by the hon. member for Flinders 
contains an indictment, not only of the Em­
ployers' Federation, but also of the party 
opposite. Members opposite had their oppor­
tunity last evening and this evening of facing 
the real issue. (Opposition laughter and 
interruption.) Why have they opposed the 
motion? Why have they not faced the 
position? Why have they not said whether 
they stand by the principles contained in the 
document or not? 

::\Ir. VowLES: \Ve would have been ruled 
out of order. 

The PREMIER : The hon. member knows 
that he would not have been ruled out of 
order. Members could go through the whole 
of the spPech of the hon. member for Flinders 
and quote any particular paragraph which 
justified them ·in opposing the motion. The 
hon. member for Carnarvon was not ruled out 
of order when he said he endorsed all tha~ 
was contained in the document. Of course, he 
was justified in doing that, because he is not 
going to seek the confidence of the people 
again. What is the object of this document? 
In the forefront it recognises the necessity 
for secrecy and privaLy in the deliberations 
of the federation. When they want to have 
a building set apart for themselYes they say-

" 'The ac-commodation was packed to 
the utmost; yet the privacy of the 
,deliberations were possibly not as welJ 
safeguarded as they would have been had 
the meeting been held in a building of 
the employers' own." 

Mr. GuNN: That is quite evident. 
The PREMIER : " The privacy of the 

deliberations were not as well safeguarded as 
if the meeting had been held in a building 
of their own." Why the necessity for the 
privacy of their deliberations? (Hear, hear!) 
Because there was something to be kept back 
from the people of Queensland, and this 
motion is going to make it available. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : The same as your 
caucus. 

The PHEMIER: vVhat do we find? We 
find there is to be a black list of employers. 
There is to be a boycott. There is also to be 
an arrangement that they will not patronise 
ho,tile publications. The Labour Press are 
to be bovcotted, and I notice that the sen­
tence they use in dealing with the black list 
of Labour papers reads--

" \Vhen the nation's interests, or your 
ow11, are assailed for self-pr~'ervation, 
patronage of such publications should be 
instantly withdrawn." 

This patriotic body says, " When the nation's 
interests or your own." Of course, they con­
sider those terms synonymous. If their 
interests are assailed of course it is a breach 
of all the rules of loyalty to oppose what 
they stand for. Then, again, in this docu­
ment is clisclosed the fact that a very large 
inclemnity fund is to be raised; a fund that 
I referred to a little earlier in my remarks­
a. fund which is to be used for downing the 
workers in every way that they can do it. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
OPPOSITION ME:>IBERS: No, no! 
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The PREMIER : I am expressing my 
opinion, and I think an opinion.that will be 
shared by a Yery large majority of those who 
will final! v decide the matter-that is the 
people of Queensland. 

Mr. MoRGA)f : The fund is to down the 
parasites of the workers. 

The PREMIER : If there was something 
laudable, something that could command 
public support, contained in this circular, 
it would be unnecessary to look for a room 
in which the privacy of the deliberations 
would be more safeguarded than in the room 
in which the meetings were held. (Hear, 
hear !) I often hear accusations made against 
the Labour party and their representatives 
because they do not tell the members of 
unions that they are to abide by the Arbitra­
tion Act. They say, " vVhy don't you tell 
them they must obserYe the law 1 \Vhy don't 
you do this, and why don't you do that 1" 
Now, this eyening, we have had an opportunity 
of seeing how my hon. friends opposite are 
prepared to deal with their supporters; with 
tho"e who placed them where they are--I 
think they will keep them there-'(Govern­
ment members: Hear, hear! and laughter)­
with those who supply the funds for them, 
when they have the opportunity eith•'r of 
approving or condemning the action of that 
federation which held its meeting on the 
4th March last. They referred to the fact 
that they had made some arrangement with 
the Returned Sailors and Soldiers' Imperial 
League, which was referred to by the hon. 
member for Kurilpa. He said that the hon. 
member for Flinders was guilty of telling " 
falsehood wh<>n he passed his opinion upon 
certain officials of the Returned Sailors and 
Soldiers' Imperial League. There is no one 
who has a higher admiration than I have for 
the magnificent work of the Australian sol­
diers in the great war that has just ended. 

GoVERNMEN'f MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MoRGAN: Since when? 

Mr. VowLES: Is that what vou said at the 
Perth conference? " 

The PREMIER: And there is no one who 
has a greater contempt for the manner in 
which hon. members opposite, and those 
belonging to their party, are ,jtttempting to 
gain the support of the soldie,rs. Let me tell 
them this: There have been no men in this 
war that oovered themselves with more glory 
than the -~ustralian soldier. (Cheers.) There 
is no one who has done better; no one who 
has done more. (Renewed cheers.) They 
have shown their initiative, their grit, their 
capacity, their loyalty to their country; and 
the majority of them went' forth from Aus­
tralia supporters of the Labour party, and 
their eKperience in France and Europe has 
not made them drserte•rs from the principles 
for which they stood before th~y left. {Hear, 
hear!)' 

Mr. SIZER: They are supporting Mr. 
Hughes. 

The PREMIER : I am not referring to indi­
viduals, or who they follow. I am referring 
ro the principles for which they stand. As 
long as they follow principles I am satisfied; 
but I say this: With all the attempt that 
has been made by hon. members opposite 
to capture the soldiers' vote, I am satisfied, 
when it com0s to the time for them to 

pronounce who shull be the Government of 
Australia, that they will be loyal to th<> 
principles for which they stood before they 
left this country. 

GOVERNMENT ME~IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER: Why, I see the papers 
ever:.· day full of words, words, words--fo:r 
on!) purpose-to obtain votes. Fortunately, 
the war is over and we can speak more 
plainly, perhaps, than we could speak during 
the war with regard to the action of the 
Government in Australia that had the con­
duct of that war as far as Australia was 
concerned. I have no he,,itation in saying 
that, in my opinion, while, on the one hand, 
the Australian soldier is to be admired for 
the magnificence of his work, the Australian 
Gove•rnment did not carry on the policy that 
was best suited to this country during the 
war. 

GOVERNMENT ME)!BERS: Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER: They carried on a rook­
less and jingoistic policy. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : Is this the motion? 

The PREMIER: I am referring to the 
soldiers' portion of it, because reference has 
been made to them, and an attack has been 
made on the soldiers. Australia gainoo 
nothing from the supply of material or food­
stuffs. ~\ ustralia sent more men in proportion 
to the number of her popqlation, and sent 
them voluntarily. They were th.• real sol­
diers; the· men who went forth because they 
thought it was their duty to (SO forth. 
Australia sent more· men in proportiOn to her 
population than any other part of the 
Empire. (Hear, hear!) 

Mr. MORGAN : They did it in spite of you. 

The PREMIER: And Australia has 5peni 
more money-far more than her proportion 
of money-compared with other parts of the 
Empire. 

Mr. RoBERTS : Are you regretting it? 

The PREMIER: There are some things l 
do regret. I regret, with regard to these 
400.000 gallant soldiers who went from Aus­
tralia to fight for the Empire·, that there 
was a Goyernment in power in Australia that 
failed to safeguard their interests. I say 
that the debt of Australia now arising out 
of the war is about £350,000,000, when you 
take into account the amount that must be 
spent in pensions. Compare that with 
Canada, with a population of 8,000,000, com­
pared to our population of 5,000,000. 

::Vlr. MoRGAN : Areo you dealing with the 
motion now? 

The PREMIER : I am dealing with the 
soldier portion of it, and that is why you are 
sorry we are debating it. The more debate, 
the bl'tt~r it is for those who stand for 
democracy. (Hear, hear !) 

Mr. MoRGAN: Why don't you treat the 
Speaker with proper courtesy? 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member knows 
quite well that I allowed full latitude on 
the motion, and I certainly should allow it 
on the amendment. I allow&d the hon. 
member for Kurilpa to deal with the whole 
question of the soldiers, if the hon. member 
will recollect. 

Mr. VowLES: We are dealing with the 
amendment onlY. 

"Hon. W. McCormack.] 
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The SPEAKER: The PrPmier did rwt 
,;peak to the motion. 

Mr. VoWLES: He movP<l tlw motion and 
is now bound to tlw amendnwnt. 

The l'RE::\IIEH: I can only reply to the 
amendment. 

The SPEAKEH: I ban' not allowed any. 
ono any more privilege than, anyone else, 
evcn the Premier, and I do not intend to do 
so now. I find that the hon. member moved 
the motion, and, of course, he must k0ep 
to the amendment now. 

The PREMIER : I moved the motion, but 
I did not make, any speech on it, and I am 
not asking for a-ny latitude at all. I am 
replying to a, speech of the hon. member for 
Kurilpa, who dealt with soldiers and said 
that the hon. member for Flinders had made 
an unjust attack on the soldiers. I am 
saying tha-t, instead of making an unjust 
attack on the soldiers, the hon. member for 
Flinders is a member of a party that 
Rtands for the interests of the soldiers, and 
I am showing how he stands for those 
interests. We will leave that to the soldier. 
I depend on the intelligence of tho soldier, 
.and I ~ha,ll be quite satisfied with the deciRion · 
that is given at the ballot-box. Up to the 
present time-and it is now nearly four 
years sine<> we have been in power-! haTe 
heard hon. members saying over and over 
and over again, " \V ait until the people get 
a chance at vou." But when the people get 
a <:hrmce to' deal with us I find that our 
majority at the ballot-box increases. (Govern­
ment cheers.) 

Mr. MORGAN: Is this in order now'? 

The PREMIER: I am pointing out that 
the Australian G<Jvcrnment, representing the 
party opposite and representing the gentle­
men who were members of this committee, 
expended three hundred and a-ha-lf millions 
of money-I say out of proportion to what 
Australia was just!:. called upon to spend in 
cDmparison with other parts of the British 
Empire. 

Mr. ELPHIXSTONE: Wha-t has this to do 
with the amendment? 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I must ask the 
Chief Secretary to keep to the amendment. 

The PREMIER : I am proceeding to show 
that we have spent £175,000,000 more than 
onr proportion, whereas the Government 
that is representative of gentlemen opposite 
and representative of the members of this 
comrnittee·--

Mr. VOWLES : I rise to a point of order. 
Notwithstanding the fact that you ca.lled the 
Premier to order he is not keeping to the 
amendment. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. the Chief 
Secretary is confined to the amendment. 

OPPOSITION l\1E1IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. GLEDSON: I rise to a point of order. 
I would draw attention to Standing Order 
111-

" A reply shall be allowed to a, mem­
ber who has made a substantive motion 
or moved an Order of the Day; but not 
to a member who has moved an amend­
ment--" 

[Hon. W. McCormaclc. 

The SPEAKER: TlH• allwnclment is hdoro 
thP HousP. 

::\Ir. Vowu:s (to tht• l'r<'mi<'r): Give u-< 
your rpa~on~ why you do not \\ant to aceppt 
it~ 

The PREMIER: Thi.- i,- unlv what l 
expected. Hon. members opposite 'endeavour 
to confine me. First of all th<•v wa-nted to 
hear me; now they do not wlwt to h0ar 
me. I am satisfied that I shall have many 
opportunities of getting on to thP question 
that I was touching upon just now; e.nd, 
judging by the discomfiture of my hon. 
friends opposite, I shall have to take a,n 
<•arly opportunity of getting on to it, becau'e 
I see it is not palatable to them. 

Hon. W. N. GILLIES: They arf' squirming 
all right. 

The PREMIEH: Now, I consider that at 
this time, when there is so much unrest in 
the community, when there is w much 
need for an applied knowledge and balanced 
judgment, it is absolutely necessary that we 
should take the whole of the people into our 
confidence-that all the people should know 
exactly what is being done by the oq:rani'!a­
tions of capital on the one sidP and the 
organisations of Labour on th<' other. 
(Government cheerz.) 

Mr. MoRGAN: \Vhy the >ingular trcat­
mt'nt? 

The PREMIER: The organisations of 
Labour have their deliberations made public; 
their resolutions are made public through the 
Press and circulated. Thev are not circu­
lated secretly. But these c,;,pitalistic orga-ni­
sations send round their private and con­
fidential circular in order to defeat the aims 
and objects of the worker. Now, history has 
shown that after every war the capita.lists 
endeavour to secure the reins of power. 

Mr. 110RGAN: \Vhy all this tripe? 

The PREMIER: I have before me the 
words of President Lincoln after the great 
American civil war, which are very apprD­
priate to what is happ<'ning a-t the pre,;ent 
time. He said-

" Yes, we may all congratulate our­
selves that this cruel war is nearing its 
close. It has cost a vast amount of 
treasure and blood. The best blood of 
the flower of American youth has bt•en 
freely offt'red upon our 'country's a !tar 
that the nation might live. It has been, 
indeed, a trying hour for the Hepublic; 
but I see in the near future .a crisis 
approaching that unnerves me and 
causes me to tremble for tho safety of 
my country. As a result of the war, 
cvrporations have been enthroned and 
an era of corruption in high plac< s will 
follow, and the money-power of the 
country will endeavour to prolong its 
reign by working upon the prejudices of 
the people, until all wealth is aggre­
gated in a few ha-nds and the Republic 
is destroyed. I feel at this moment 
more anxiety for the safety of my coun­
try than ever before, even in the midst 
of the war. God grant my suspicions 
may be groundless." 

Those were the words of President Lincoln, 
after a great war, not so great a war as the 
one from which we have just emerged, and 
in the midst of dangers threatening his 
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,<:Duntry that were not so gT<·at as the dangers 
that now threaten our country. In so far 
as I am able, and in so far as the people of 
this country will allow me to hold the 
position I hald, I shall take <>very oppvr­
tunity of making known to the people what 
is going on Fccretly behind the walls of these 
committees, and I shall ecc, too, so far as I 
am able and with the eupport of my hon. 
friends behind me, that the customs and 
privileges and powers of Parliament shall 
not be abrogated at thP behest of this com­
mittee. (Government cheers.) 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Th<> hon. th<' 
Premier has been most succc•-sful in dodging 
the issue that is reallv before the House. 
;'\iot a single man on this side of the House 
has objected to that particular publication 
.going out, but men have objected, and obj.,ct 
now, to hon. members availing themselves 
of certain privileges to allow defamatory 
matters to be sent out in order to prot-ect the 
.hon. member for Flinders. The hon. the 
Premier absolutely dodged th'l question. 
(Opposition cheers.) \V e are not h<>re to­
night to refuse to allow anything that has 
been published in that way to go out, but 
we do say that it is completely dragging 
Parliament into the ·dust to do it in this w.ay, 
and I am amazed that the Premier should 
be a party to it. Who is responsible for his 
doing it? I am satisfied that the gentleman 
himself is against anything of that kind. 

Mr. FoLEY: Are you dealing with the 
amendment? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Yes, I .am, and 1 
say to-night that there should be done in 
connection with this matter what the amend­
ment ·suggests. If there is no defamatory 
matter--I want to ask everv hon. member 
sitting on that side-then \vhy am· excep­
tion, why any objection to allowing' it to b<: 

·Carried? If members on the other side are 
so certain of their ground, wh,· 

[9 p.m.] shoul-d they object to the protec-
tion being removed which this 

motion is going to give if it is carried as it 
.h.as been moved? It seems to me that the 
I>remer and gentlemen on the other side of 
the House are going to get on the "tump, 
and they are going to enlarge upon things 
which have been sa.id here, and 'aid bv the 
party to which they refer ·in that parti"cular 
circular. The object will be to increase a 
hundredfold what has been said. \Ve know 
how statements are made wildly outside. 
They are going to prostitute Parliament by 
askin&r it to carry the motion moved by the 
Premier. Of course, their numbers will carry 
them through-hero is the Premier making 
a big noise, coming along and saying that 
he is prepared to do it. If any person will 
read the remarks made by the hon. member 
for Flinders, I am quite certain they can 
come to only one conclusion-that they are 
absolutely defamatory. Either they should 
be cut out or the hon. member and others 
should not ha>e the protection of Parlia­
ment. They would not hold w11ter if they 
were uttered outsi·de. I want to ask: \Yhat. 
are the privileges of Parliament? I alw.ays 
h&d an id<Ja that th<Jy were privileges which, 
at any rate, would protect its honour. But 
this is Bomething that is dragging its very 
honour into the dust, and it is <;ertainly 
something of which we, as members of this 
Assembly, ought to be ashamed. By this 
amendmLnt it is asked that, if there is no 
·feeling and no fE>ar whatever in the mavter, 
it should be allowed to go out without !l.ny 

protection whatever-no protection as far a" 
freedom from j nstice is concerne-d. Is that 
what we call Labour justiee? Arc these the 
evidenees of a refusal to grant what is right 
as far as justice is concerned? Is there a 
refusal on the part of this House to grant 
what is included in this amendment? It ib 
perfectly certain that the Premier deliber­
ately and wilfully has dodged the issue to­
night, because it seems to me he is preparing 
for a poll. He has such a party behind him, 
who are all seeking office and billets, that he is 
trying to get out of tho,t difficulty and also the 
State's financial difficulties, by attempting 
to place something before the public and side­
tracking the issue. It will not be so very easy 
to sidetrack the issue. What is the position? 
Is there an action threatened alre.ady against 
some of those who have published this infor­
mation, which has been s-ent broadcast? Is 
this going to bn retrospective so that thosl" 
people will be protected-that the " Daily 
Standard" and others who have published 
it shall be protected-or is it that the hon. 
member for Flindcrs has beE'n threatened 
with a writ bv reason of his extreme utter­
ances. I appeal to the House to do the right 
thing-to the hon. member to do the right 
thing-to play the man and to be fair, at 
any rate, in this particular matter. I want to 
point out what may happen. Presume, for 
the sake of argument, that the majorities are 
changed in ihis House. 

Mr. FoLEY: That is a silly presumption. 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: If that were so, 

may not someon€ come along deliberately 
and ask that that quotation which the hon. 
member for Dalbv read from the " West­
rninster Gazett<:" "the other day should be 
published throughout the country? The Pre­
mier spoh• of what had happened, and we 
all rejoice at thP end of the war and the 
wav in which it has been ended. But I want 
to ea.v deliberately on the floor of this House 
that the Premi-er, who now is posing as being 
so loyal, was the man who went to Amster­
dam-the Amsterdam Premier. He is the 
man who went and shook hands with De 
Valera, the enemy of England. and who was 
seeking and is now seeking· its ov<>rthrow. 
(Uproar.) 

'I'he SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 
Ho::«. W. H. BARNES: This amendment 

that hus been move<.! is a proper amend­
ment. I hope that C'ren at this late hour 
the Treasurer. who usually is very fair, will 
say, "\Veil, I would not like to have my 
conscience soiled with something like that 
going out, and I will not give any )Jrotection 
to it." 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: I had hoped that 
when the amendment was moved the leader 
of the Government would have accepted it. 
The Premier, in supporting his motion, h'l.s 
a<serted that the speech in question contains 
no defamatory matter. If it contains no 
defamatory matter, I want to know why the 
amendment cannot be accepted, and why the 
protection of Parliament should be accorded 
to it, to the hon. member who made it, and 
to the publishers? The hon. gentleman, in 
addressing himself to the amendment, ap­
peared to be suffering from a very consider­
able amount of excitpment. In fact. I con­
fe,s, I have never seen him so excikd before. 
I feared that he was going to have a. fit. 
(Laughter.) I do not know what rausPd his 
excitement. Howevf'r, pmctically, he let the 
truth out, and that was that this speech con­
tained an indictment of the Opposition, which 

Hem. J. (}. Ap21el.] 
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he wished to bring undc'r the notice of the 
electors of Qne0nsland. Then, he expects 
that we, as an Opposition, shall consent that 
that indictment &hall bear the seal of Parlia­
ment. A great deal has been made of the 
Traders' Asso~iation-l think that is the 
association which is referred to. I do not 
repudiate them. I can o,lly repeat that I 
know nothing about them. l:t has been sug­
gested that they have found funds for mem­
bers of the Opposition to fight their elections. 
I only wish they would offer me a subsidy to 
assist me in fighting mine. I may tell you, 
Mr. Speaker, that if they offered me a 
cheque for that purpose it would be readily 
accepted. It was actually suggested that the 
amendment was prepared by the solicitor of 
the as,ociation. The leader of the Govern­
ment got quite pallid with excitement at the 
id,'a. I can tell the House the truth about 
it. It suggested itself to my mind this morn­
ing. I qame in and saw the deputy leader 
of the Opposition, and, together with the hon. 
member for Toolllbul, the amendment was 
formulated, 'lnd it was decided to take the 
action which we have taken this evening-a 
very prop0r and fitting action, indeed, as the 
result has proved. Last night the Premier 
threatened the Opposition. He knows that, 
as far as voting power is concerned, vve uro 
absolutely at his mercy. and he practically 
shook the bludgeon of his majority at u". I 
ihint. hon. members opposite will find before 
long that the Opposition have got their 
rights. They have always endeavoured to 
expedite the business of the State, and, if 
they are not given an opportunity to digest 
the m<ttters brought forward, hon. members 
oppositE> will find that there are methods 
which still belong to the Opposition, and that 
it is the duty of the Opposition to take ad­
vantage of every form the House affords to 
get a full and complete discnFsion on every 
matter, so that the electors of the State can 
learn the true position of affairs. I do not 
intend to refer to anv matter which I con­
sider to be ouhide the main question, but I 
repeat that. if this amendment iq not 
accepted, and the original motion is forced 
t·hrough, it simple· amounts to this-that we 
are prostituting the functions of this House 
and permitting them to be used by a partv, 
having a sufficiently large majority, for its 
partisan purposes. I think it is a matter 
which, boomemng like, will react upon them. 
I trust that, even at this late stage, the Pre­
mier will reconsider the matter. If the 
words proposed are added to the motion, 
there ea.n be no possible objection to it being 
agreed to. If there is defamatory matter 
conhined in the speech in question, this 
House 'hould not be used for the purpose of 
protecting .any member who is making a. 
charg-e of defamation againBt any person in 
the community. vVe have no right to do it­
it is not just-and if Parliament is to occupy 
!he high position whieh it ehould do, such a 
thing should not ho permitted on the part of 
any member of the House, w•hatever his own 
f<·elings may be. 

::Ylr. SIZER: I would lib> to add my quota 
after the speed1 which has be0n delivered by 
the Premier. The Premier made a lot of 
noise, and sidetracked the subject-matter of 
the amendment from start to finish. He 
never referred to defamation or anything in 
the speech which was liable to the eonstruc­
tion of being defamatory, whic-h is the only 
<'oncern of the Opposition. He tried to make 
out a cas<' against the Employers' Federa­
tion. He is quite at liberty to do 'vhat he 

[Hon. J. G. Appel. 

likes about the Employers' Federation, but 
we on this side are not going to surrender 
our functions <1nd allow motions to go 
through the H.ouse which will condone 
offences in t·he way of indiscreet remark& 
which anyone may make here as a member 
of this Assembly. ~f we allow this motion 
to go through without the amendment, 
would we not be in order to quote the whole 
of the evidence given in the Ryan oose in 
Sydney, and have it embodied in" Hansard," 
and then ask for thc official sanction of 
Parliament to be given to it? If this is 
established as a precedent, we will be justi­
fied in quoting the whole of that evidence as 
I hav·e saiJ, and sending it all over Queens­
land. If we attempted to do that, we expect 
the Government wc,uld oppo''' our efforts, 
and they would he justified in doing so, just 
as ,-e are justific'd in opposing their efforts 
at the present moment. '\Ye might also ,ask 
that the speech delivered by the hon. mem­
ber for Dalby, '' hich contained an extract 
from the speech of one De Valera, an inti­
mate friend of the Premier's, a disloyal 
'peerh--

Mr. MoRGAN: A rebel. 
Mr. O'Sc:LLIVAN: Loyal to his country. 

11r. SIZER: A r<hel. We might ask that 
th•.' official sanction of this Parliament should 
be given to it. and send it all over Queens­
land. Then, the Premier made a song about 
the Prnployer ,' in d. ·mnity fund. The first 
I hcu-d of it w<" in connection with his 
<;peecJ:1. He says it is illegal, or something 
to be ashamed of. to test the validity of cer­
tain Acts pa"'ed by the present Government. 
Is it not a faet that the Premier himself 
ust'd the Crown to test the va!iditv of certain 
Acts of the Federal Gm·ermnent? Did he 
not recently appear in the Full Court of 
Queensland to te't the validity of the War 
Precautions Act, and use the State funds in 
the interest,, of people outside? 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: To see that no injustiO€' 
was done under a questionable Act. 

Mr. SIZER: Is it not a fact that the 
Premier has done the same thing that he 
has condemned other people f01· att(lmpting 
to do? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: And used other people's 
money, but not his own. 

Mr. SIZER: If the Employers' Federa­
tion ha;; <;stablished an indemnity fund they 
will be paying for any litigation out of their 
own pockets. In the case in which the Pre­
mier appeared ht;l WdS being paid by the 
people's money. 

Mr. MORGAN : He briefed himself. 
Mr. SIZER: Hr; briefed himself. 
Mr. ·WELLINGTON: You say that. 
Mr. SIZER : Here is the question and 

answer on Tuesday last. The hon. gentle­
man endeavoured to make a speech on that 
occasion-

" lYir. Vowles, pursuant to notice, askoo 
the Attorney-G~neral-

" 1. Have any moneys been paid, or 
are any moneys payable by the Crown, 
in l'esped of the red flag case recently 
heard before the Full Court in Queens-­
land? 

".2. If so, how 111uch and to whom? 
" 3. Are the services of the Crown 

Solicitor available to all classes of 
prisoners who desire to appeal from 
their convictions? 
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" 4. Did Mr. Ryan appear in this case 
as Attorney-General, or m~rely as counsel 
for Taylor? 

"5. If he did not appear as Attorney­
General, why was the Crown Solicitor 
instructing him? 

" Answer.-The hon. member is evi­
dently referring to the case of the King 
against Archdall and oth~rs, e''" parte 
Taylor, in which a returned soldier was 
applicant to the Supreme Court for a 
writ of prohibition. These proceedings 
were taken to test the validitv of the 
\Var Precautions Regulations of l918, No. 
235 (27 B B), dated 11th Sept~mber, 1918, 
and the prohibition of the Minister of 
Defence issued thereunder, dated 21st 
Setpember, 1918. in order to ascertain 
whether this returned soldier was law­
fully imprisoned in- the State prison. 
Section 120 of the Commonwealth Consti­
tut·ion imposes an obligation on the State, 
and consequently the State of Queensland 
was interest"d in the matter, and it was 
quite a proper proceeding to make avail­
able the Crown Solicitor and counsel for 
such purpose. I would refer the hon. 
member to the <·ase Rex v. Archbishop 
of Canterbury, 1903. 1 K.B., 289, wh<:re 
he will be able to learn something with 
regard to the practice of the Crown Law 
Office in England in making the Trea­
sury Solicitor available, of which he is 
evidently unaware. The Attorney­
G~neral appeared with JYfr. Macrossan, 
on behalf of Taylor in the ordinary way, 
and on the usual conditions with regard 
to the employment of counsel." 

That shows clearlv that the verv offence 
which the Premier' endeavoured to' condemn 
to-night he himself committed onlv a few days 
ago, but 100 times worse than 'the offence 
which he alleged had been committed in this 
connection: and his offence was aggravated 
by the fact that. he briefed himself and took 
Crown money. 

Mr. COLLINS: What has this to do with 
the motion? 

An OPPOSITION ME~IBER: What fee did he 
get? 

Mr. SIZER: I don't know; I suppose 
lOO guineas or so ; but that is a mere matter 
of detail. 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: What has this to do with 
the amendment? 

Mr. SIZER : It has a lot to do with it. 

Mr. MORGAN: It has a lot to do with the 
Premier's speech. 

Mr. SIZER : Let me now deal with another 
point raised by the Premier. He tried to 
say that we had been imputing that the docu­
ment was stolen. That construction is open 
to anyone. The document was markE)d 
"Private and confidential," and it got into 
th<;: hands of a member on the other side. 

Mr. COLLINS: You supported the Govern­
ment in the Commonwealth that used to 
open all our letters. They opened mine. 

Mr. SIZER: Seeing the document was 
marked " Private and confidential," it is 
reasonable to suspect that it was stolen by 
somebody, and, as a matter of fact, the 
Premier emphasised that it was stolen. 

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS: No, no! 

1919-2P 

Mr. SIZER: And he said that they were· 
quite justified in stealing it. In fact, he 
admitted that even a breach of the Criminal 
Code is permissible to help the party on the 
oth"r side. 

Mr. \VINSTANLEY and GovERN)fE;,;T :'>lEMBERS: 
He did nothing of the kind. 

Mr. SIZER: He said the stealing was 
justifiable. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY : He said nothing of the· 
kind. 

Mr. SIZER: He said that, if it was stolen, 
it was justified. 

Mr. \VINSTANLEY: He did not say so. 
Mr. G. P. BARNES: He signified his 

approval, anyhow. 

Mr. RIZER: He said that, if the document 
was "tolen bv the hon. member for Flinder~ 
or <lily other ·person, they were quite justified 
in stealinr:; it, so long as it helped the party 
on the other side. 

GOVERN:\!ENT MEMBERS: No, no! and inter­
ruption. 

Mr. SIZER : That was the, purport of the­
whole of his remarks. 

:\ir. SMITH: I rise to a point of order. 
Is the hon. member for Nundah justified in 
saying that the Premier, when delivering 
his speech, said that, if the hon. member for 
Flinders or anv other member on this side 
of the House, ·stole a document, they were· 
quite justifie,d in so doing? Is it in order 
for the hon. member to make that statement, 
which is untrue? 

The SPEAKER : There• is no point of 
order. The Premier can give a denial of the 
statement in the Hous'i, and the hon. member 
for Nundah will have to accept it. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: He is not here to give· 
a Jenial. 

Mr. SIZER: It is not my fault that tne· 
Premier is not here. I suppose all the staging 
has gone, and the hon. gentleman has gone 
with the audience. The dress circle has left. 
I made a special note at the time, as I 
thought it was a remarkable thing for the 
Premier and Attorney-General to commend, 
or .even to condone·, an offence such as 
stealing. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: He never did that at all. 
Mr. CoLLINS: You tell lies wholesale over 

there. 

Mr. SIZER : I sincerely hope that the 
amendment wi!l be acce•pted, because, if there 
is anything in the contention that there is. 
nothing defamatory in the speech of the 
hon. member for Flinders, seeing it has 
already been publishe·d, and that those who. 
have published it are not liable to an action 
for defamation, then there should be no objec­
tion to the acceptance of the amendment. 
If it is accepted, so far as we are concerned, 
the matter wi!l be dropped. We shall only 
be left then to make our protest against the 
procedure. I hope that the amendment will 
be accepted, and that the House will proceed 
with its proper businezs. 

Mr. M ORGAN: Never before in the his­
tory of this House have members sitting 
opposite to a Government been e•ntertained 
to the extent that we on this side were 
entertained by the Premier to-night. I would 
not have missed it for many shillings. It 

Mr. M organ.] 
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was be·tter than any play or circus that I 
have attended for many years. 

Mr. KIRWAN: You don't usually squeai 
at a circus; you laugh. 

Mr. MORGAN: Hon. members who were 
so unfortunate as to be sitting at the back 
Df the Premier missed the spectacle that 
was enjoyed by those sitting in front of him. 
Had they seen what we saw, they would have 
enjoyed it quite as much as we did. Of 
course, we on this side escaped the splash. 
but I feel sure that those• who were sitting 
close to the hon. gentleman must have been 
smeared with froth. Right throughout 
his speech the Premier endeavoure-d to mis­
lead this House. He endeavoured to show 
that things were altogether different to what 
they re.1lly were. First of all, he told us 
that, before we gave him permission to move 
his motion, we had the right to ask him 
what he intended to move. Now, under the 
Standing Orders, we are ,prohibited from 
doing that. Standing Order 50 reads-

"~\ motion may be made, without 
notice, by leave of a majority of the 
House, to be decided without debate." 

Therefore, the very moment the Premier 
asked for leave to move the motion without 
notice, we were debarred from speaking or 
from asking a question. The only thing 
we could do was to call for a division. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: The Premier did say 
what the motion was about. 

Mr. MORGAN: He did not. 
Mr. F. A. CooPER: He did. 
Mr. M ORGAN: First of all, he got up 

and asked the Speaker if he could move a 
motion without notice; but he• never men­
tioned what the motion was about. 

The TREASURER : He did. 
Mr. SMITH: It shows the extent of your 

understanding. 
The SPEAKER : Order ! I can assure 

the hon. member that the Premier, wh;m 
asking for leave• to move the motion without 
notice, stated that it was a motion dealing 
with a speech made by the hon. member for 
Flinders. 

Mr. M ORGAN: I think vou, Mr. Speaker, 
and every hon. member here will agree- that 
we knew nothing whatever about the con­
tents of the motion. The fi"t thought that 
ran through my mind when the speech of 
the hon. member for Flinders was mentioned 
was that the intention was to have that 
speech expunged from " Hansard " alto­
gether. 

The TREASURER : Just this moment you 
said the Premier did not refer to the speech 
at all. It shows how accurate• you are. 

Mr. MORGAN: I accept the explanation 
of the Speaker in connection with that 
matter. The Premier endeavoured to induce 
the House to b<;:lieve tl~at we had a right to 
ask him what the motion contained, and to 
demand from him a statement on the sub­
ject. But that is not so. The Standing 
Orders prohibit hon. members "'sking for 
such information. I doubt whether anv 
Premier previously ever moved a motion 

without notice without first of 
[9.30 p.m.] all placing a copy of the motion 

in the hands of the leader of the 
Opposition. I feel sure that, during the 
period w·hcn the present Premier was the 
leader of the Opposition, never once did a 

[Mr. Morgan. 

Liberal Premier ask permission of the House 
to move a motion without notice without first 
of all handing a copy of motion to the 
hon. gentleman, so that he could see e-xactly 
what that motion contained. That was the 
commencement of the abuse of the privileges 
of this House in connection with this matter. 
Then, to-night we had the Premier, right 
throughout his speech, dealing with matters 
that he had no right to deal with in con­
nection with either the motion or the amend­
ment. The Speaker was placed in a humili­
ating position by the Premier. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 

Mr. MORGAN: Yes, Mr. Speaker; I 
honestly think you think as I think. 
(Laughter.) When the Premier moved 
the motion, he had a right, if he so desired, 
to explain the motion, but he did not do so. 
He simply moved the motion, and left us 
entirely in the dark as to its object. I believe 
the hon. gentleman thought he was springing 
a surprise on the Opposition, and that the 
motion would be carried on the voicoo. But 
he afterwards promised that we would have 
a full-dress debate on the subject. .'l.n old 
fable tells us how a frog once swelled himself 
out to represent an ox, and the hon. gentle­
man swelled himself out to-night until he 
nearly burst. At any rate, he appeared to do 
so to members on this side of the House. As 
far as his speech was concerned, the hon. 
gentleman repeated what he had said on four 
different occasions since he returned from 
England, as to the number of soldiers who 
represented Australia at the recent war, and 
the expenditure the Australian Government 
had incurred to win the war, and the indem­
nity that Australia should get for the 
assistance it had rendered the allies. It is 
extraordinarv that he should have repeated 
the speech \vhich he delivered, first of all in 
Western Australia. then in Adelaide, and 
again in Melbourne, and on two or three 
different occasion"·· in Queensland. To those 
v. ho have to listen to his spccehes it is very 
monotonous to have the ,,1me speech repeated 
on so n1.anv cecasion.:::, 

Mr. KIR~AN: That is what he must have 
done before the Privy Council, when he won 
his rase. 

Mr. MORGAN: I do not want to touch 
upon that case, because if I touched upon 
that and numerous other matters that I could 
rder to, the Speaker would call me to order. 
I do not want to do what the Premier did 
to-night-take advantage of the Speaker-and 
I do not want to offend against the Standing 
Orders. Evidentlv the Premier is feeling very 
sore and disapp,;inted over the fact that the 
allies succeeded in winning the war; over the 
fact that so manv hundred thousands of sol­
diers represented. Australia at the war, and 
over the fact that so many millions of pounds 
were spent on the war. If he is not dis­
appoint2d, ard is not sore in regard to those 
matters, why does he refer eo often to our 
sending men and spending money in order to 
win the war' Whv all these reiterations? 
The hon. gentleman is row apparently dis­
appointed because the indemnity that Aus­
tralia is likely to get has not be<>n annou_nced. 
Yet, at the Perth confErence he practwally 
favoured getting no indPmnity whatever, but 
of bringing the war to an end and calling it 
a draw. 

Then the hon. gentleman talked about 
secret meetings of the Employers' Federation. 
We all know that the Lab01Jr party meet in 
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caucus at the Trades Hall, in Brisbane, 
frequently. I have no objection to raise 
ao-ainst the men who assemble at the Trades 
Ilal! expressing a desire to prevent the Press 
b~ing present. But the leader of the Govern­
ment attacks this party and others for adopt­
ing the same kind of tactics as are pursued 
by the Labour Government and their Labour 
supporters. If you meet an enemy and he 
has only a bare fist, you meet him with your 
hare fist, but if he has a stick you will get a 
stick, and if he ha.s a gun you will get a 
gun and face him with his own weapon. It 
ha> been discovered throughout Australia that 
we must fight an enemy with his own 
weapons. But the Premier attacked the Em­
ployers' Federation because they desired to 
have a hall of their own, ignoring the fact 
that the Trade;; Hall people had a free gra,nt 
of land on which to erect their hall, and that 
members of the Opposition had no objection 
to unionists having a place of their own in 
which to meet. Neither have we made any 
objection to the secret meetings of Labour 
,,upporters of the Government. Therefore, the 
hon. gentleman has no right to object to the 
Employers' Federation doing the same thing. 
With regard to boycotting, you have only to 
pick up a copy of the " Standard " of a 
short time ago and you will repeatedly find 
paragraphs asking unionists and supporters 
of the Labour party not to support any firm 
who do not advertise in that particular paper. 
Is that not boycotting of the worst descrip­
tion? Of course, it is. Yet the Premier 
imputes motives to the Employers' Federation 
simply because thQy propose to adopt the 
same tactic·s as have been followed by the 
Labour party and the Labour Press for years 
and years. In any district in Queensland 
through which you may travel, you will find 
that if there is an hotel there run by a good 
unionist the Labour party will only spend 
their money at that hotel because he is a 
supporter of their party. They boycot every 
other business just the same as the " Stan­
dard " ad 1 ocated the boycotting of all persons 
in Brisbane who d1d not advertise in the 
columns of their journal. Yet the Premier 
got very excited over a certain circular which 
propo·.ed to adopt a similar policy. 

Hon. W. :'f. GILLIES: Do you believe in 
that policy? 

Mr. M ORGAN: Whether I believe in it 
or not the Assistant Minister for Justice-or 
the new Minister for Agriculture-is evidently 
a believer in the policy, becau~e he owes the 
position he occupies to-day to that policy. 
Such a policy is nothing new, as far as the 
Labour party is concerned, but has been in 
operation for years and years. But it is 
something new for the Employers' Federation 
to adopt that policy. That it is something 
new, as far as that association is concerned, 
is shown by the fact that it was only brought 
to light a few weeks ago. If this policy had 
been in vogue with the Employers' Federa­
tion years ago it would have been proclaimed 
from the housetops long ago, but it was 
-only discovere·d by the hon. member for 
Flinders when he got hold of the document 
which he read to this House. 

\Vo do not objcd to the hen. member for 
Fiinders circulating as many thouectnd copiPs 
of his speech as he df'·irc'. He can do what 
e,·ery other member has the right to do; 
go to the Government Printer, and order as 
many copie' of his speech as he likes, and 
they will then be printed as extracts from 
'' Hansard," and oan be circulated broadcast 

throughout Queensland. I wou].d tell the 
hon. member for FlindNs that I will read 
that speech at every political meeting I hold 
in my electorate, because I am quite satisfied 
that when it is known that it is a confidential 
document, or a stolen document, it will 
reflect no credit on the man who used it and 
no credit on the Government which en­
deavour~ to make so much out of its con­
tents. I£ there is nothing in that document 
of which the hon. member for Flinders is 
afraid, or of which those who are going to 
circulate it .are afraid, why the ncces.Jity for 
this motion 1 That speech cou].d be cir­
culat·ed broadcast in Queensland if it is so 
desired, without the sanction of this House 
at all, and why is it necesoary to obtain the 
sanction of this House'! Simply because the 
hon. member for Flindors and the Premier 
have apparently discover&d that there 
might be a libel action and therefore 
damages. There might be trouble ahead of 
them, but I feel sure that that would not in 
any way worry the Premier, because he 
generally has a finger in the pie when there 
is any money to be made in connection with 
legal fees. As already stated by the hon. 
momher for Nundah, the Premier made a 
great deal of fuss because the Employers' 
Federation was obtaining money with a 
view to testing the validity of certain Act, 
of Parliament. What a terrible thing to do! 
Fancy men meeting together in secret and 
having the temerity to endeavour to raise 
funds for the purpose of testing the validity 
of an Act of Parliament or regulations ! Still 
we find that the Premier, according to his 
answers to the questions of the hon. member 
for Dalby, did not use his own money, but 
u:cod funds from the Treasury for the pur­
pose of te,ting the \Var Precautions "\et, and 
endeavoure.d to show that it was wrong in 
connection with a certain red flag case. 
What happened in that case? 

The PREMIER: The Commonwealth ]et him 
out a·. soon as we got through the Full Court, 
so that we could not go on. 

Mr. M ORGAN: That is only an excuse. 
I know that you were sorry you could not 
go on, because it would have meant more 
money for yours·elf. You, as barrister for 
Taylor, were drawing fec·3, not from Taylor 
himself. but from the Treasury of Queens­
land. T'he Premier is also Attorney-General 
and the Crown Solicitor briefs the Attorne/ 
G neral and Premier to appear in that par­
bcular casfl, and it is 'l'reasurv fundo that 
they ~se. That is prostituting the privileges 
of th1s House, and the Privileges of the 
Crown Law Department. - Every time the 
Prornier wisheo:; to earn n1ore monev or to 
increase his revenue he has only to trump 
up a case of some dc·scription, a pp· ·ar for the 
Crown, and draw his foes. Is that a proper 
tlung to do? If ever thf'c' was an illu tra­
tion of Sergeant Buzz-Fuzz we had it to­
night. The PrPmier was brow-be-1tino- the 
Opposition, but what was the offect 9 It was 
so much wind; s? much talk. He cut no ice. 
I!e proved nothmg, and he ·endeavoured to 
'ldetrack the whole issue. He has not told 
us why he refuspd to accept the amendment. 
As a matter of fact h0 never dt•alt with the 
a!nendment at all. The Premier ,ai.d >ve 
would have a full"dre's rehearsal. We have 
:wt had a full-dre-s rehearsal. \Ve have onlv 
/la.d one member of the compa""cv. \Ve have 
only had the comedian and the 'rest of tJ.em 
are dumb. When are we going to hear the 
clown? The:- hon. gentleman was certainly 
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most amusing, and everyone on this side 
of the !'J:ouse. enjoyed it immensely. If only 
<J. monng piCture could have been taken 
of the Premier in his different attitudes it 

ould be worth thousands to anyone who 
reproduced it. 

The PRDIIER: It would be worth thou,.mds 
of votes to us. 

Mr. M ORGAN: There is not one thing 
in that circular that has not already been 
adopted eo far as the present Government 
is concerned. At the present time more than 
one-half of the unionists are contributing, 
against their will, to the fighting fund of a 
Labour party. They are ceorced into those 
contributions, and it is only ncceesary to mix 
with the unionists to find that out. If they 
fail to make those contributions the law is 
put into force to compel them. A non­
unionist is compelled to pay a poll tax for 
the right to work; for the right to provide 
food for his starving wife and family. Then 
as regard all th03e utilitarian principles we 
hear so much about from hon. members 
opposite, they are only human providing the 
person is a unionist. If he is a non-unionist 
he is only fit to be kicked from pillar to post 
and knocked about, as the unionists are 
endeavouring to knock about those returned 
soldiers who are engaged in the meatworks 
up North. 

The PRE:VIIER: What has that to do with 
tht' motion? 

Mr. MORGAN: No doubt the Speaker is 
allowing me a certain latitude because you 
took a latitude you ha.d no right to take. 
So far as I am concerned-and, no doubt. 
every other hon. member on this side of the 
House will speak as to his attitude-! do 
not care a snap of th~ fingers if it is cir­
culated in every household in my electorate. 
It is a well-kno:-vn fact that every party 
endeavours to rmse funds to fight political 
campaigns. The Labour party have not 
denied that they are subsidi~ed by numerous 
big, wealthy corporations. They never dElnied 
what the present Senator Reid made public 
in a way for which he could have been 
prosecuted-he did not wish for the privileges 
of Parliament, but openly and straight­
forwardly stated that he could prove that 
the licensed victuallers of Queensland sub­
sidised the Labour party's fighting funds. 
\Vhat is more, I challenged the Premier at 
one time to appoint a Roval Commission to 
inquire into that matter. That was before Mr. 
Reid announced it from the public platform. 
I had similar information at my disposal to 
enable me to make that chullenge, and the 
"Daily Mail" had a leading article in which 
they said that the Premier ought to appoint 
a Commission so that the thing could he 
proved or otherwise. Nothing has been done, 
even since the charge was made public; and 
it show' that the licensed victuallers did sub­
scribe, and that fund was at the disposal o£ 
hon. members of the prc~ent Ministry. There 
is no doubt about that. \Vhy the silence now 
in connection with proprietary racing? Is 
John Wren doing what he did in other 
States? Is he using his funds to silence 
hon. members on the opposite side, who 
have the power nqw, if they so desire, to 
bring about an abolition of proprietary 
racing ? Has he subscribed to the funds 
of the present Labour party with a view to 
nothing being done to interfere with what 
he posscs~~s? Everyonp knows he possesses 
a monopoly. But the Government, who are 
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supposed to be a.gainst monopoly, are allow­
ing it to exist year after year. \Ye know the­
tactics of the man-thPy ha\'e already been 
publi"hed in "The Lone Hand," which 
showed what he was capable of doiPg. He 
neYcr fought his oppon<>nts. He adopted the 
American principle of buying his opponents, 
and there i· ro doubt tha.t he bought silence 
from hon. member< opposite, simply because 
we hear nothing about it now, although at 
one time they advocated the abolition of 
proprietary racing. Their silence has bet'n 
procurpd in some manner. \Ye al.;o know 
that it is onl:.- nec,ssary for certain in­
dividuals to subscrihe to those political fight­
ing funds and for the time he in g thev are 
not interfered with. Some time they will be,. 
but for the time being nothing is done. We 
have uevcr heard one hon. member on the 
Gov<'rnment side refer to the suggested 
amendment of the Liquor Act, although some 
reference is made to it in the Governor's 
Speech. \Vhy? Si•nply because support is. 
coming from tlnt directinn. ~~\nd yet th': 
Premier has the temerity to get up to-night 
and blow himself up to double his actual 
size in his indigration-in fact, I thought he· 
was going to take an apoplectic fit. If he is 
not careful he will burst, to use a vulgarism. 
I advise him not to take things so Ftrenu­
ously-to be calm, cool, aDd collected. I 
know that there were excuses. The gal'Nies 
were full. ThP word had gone forth to the 
" boys" of the Trad~s Hall to come along­
where thev decide what is to be done. Did 
they not decide in this particular case? Did 
the Premier not admit that he got it only 
ten minutes before he moved it 1 Why did 
he not give it mature consideration? 

The PRECI!IEit: I gave it consideration for 
ten minutes. It does not take me ten days. 

Mr. MORGAN: \Ve may admit that the 
Premier is clever in that particular regard, 
but perhaps the rratter had been provided 
for him, as it is often p10vided for him 
<tnd his officers. 

The PREMIER: I drafted it myself. 
Mr. MORGAK: At any rate, something he 

never expected was handed to him. He· 
walked into the House and never showed the 
Opposition the customary courtesy that a Pre­
mier should show them. And yet ·he complains 
about the tactics of these individuals. It is 
a wonder that the circular from the Graziers•· 
Association has not been read, in which they 
asked for a contribution based on the number 
of stock each man owned. I do Dot mind 
handing the Premier a copy of that circular. 
He would not have to steal it, nor would his 
party have to steal it. But that contribution 
is voluntary. If we do not like to con­
tribute we are not kicked about from pillar 
to post-we are not told that we can starve, 
as the non-unionist is told. There was no­
thing in that circular to the effect that the 
employer would be blacklisted, boycotted, or 
knocked about or injured in any way if he 
did not contribute. That is what happens in 
connection with the Liberal funds at all 
times, and I f<ay that we have as much right 
to have fighting funds as the Labour party. 
They endeavour to magnify the funds we 
have at our disposal. I am game to ask 
the Premier. if he so dc3ires. to have a 
Royal Commiseion on the cost of running the 
last election. Let all the funds be audited­
all the money spent by the employers, er the 
Liberal pflrh. and the money spent by the 
workers' political organisations and other" 
Labour organisations. You will find that in 
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'' onnection with the last campaign for every 
£1 the Liberal party had the Labour party 
:had £2. 

The l'RE)!IER : Are you asking for a Royal 
Conunis.sion ·: 

Mr. MORGAN: I am leaving that entirely 
tn the Premier's jutlp11ent. \Ye are not 
.afraid of a Royal Commission; if the Pre­
mier did appoint it I would not object to it 
in any shape or form. He will find that 
thnsc gentlemen who have been connected 
witlc! th·o funds arc prqJared to have them 
'wditcd and give tb· information if the 
>G•wcrnment d<csire' it. \V e also want the 
Royal Commission. if one is appointed, to 
,fihd out how much money was obtained by 
''Liberty Fair," that gambling org mis.1tion 
that went throughout Queensland ruining the 
morals of the young people. \V e want a 
Ro;~ a! Commission on a.ll matters. \Ye do 
not want a one~~ided Roval Connnist.ion liln~ 
those the Premier is generally guilty of 
appointing. If there is going to be a Royal 
-Conun:, .. ion th-:re must be a decision between 
h:m. m0mbers on this side and the Govern­
lll0nt idt' as to what it is to inquire into. 

It must be a fair, hone.'t Roy a! 
[10 p.m.] Commission, not one which the 

Premier would like to appoint. 
\Ye kno,v tha.t the Premier, in appointing 
Royal Conunission,,} re::-:tr.icts their scope, so 
that n1any 1natter.:} cannot be inquired into. 
Th 1t wa' done in connection with \Vando 
Yale and mhcr Ro,-al Commissions which 
1111 \·c }),•<'n r~ppo-intcl 

The l'RE}IIER: \'i/hat about a Royal Com­
mi,, ion on the 111attcr '\VC aro- discu::.:sing no"\v? 

J\Ir. }10RGA:'-J: What would a Roval Com­
mi"ion di,-clcoe in connection with :i\fount 
Hntton? It would be something which would 
not be creditable to those who were con­
nc·f'ted '' ith the pur<"hase of that station. 
\Yhen what happcne~l in conn!'ction with that 
l>comcs g<'ne,'ally knov:n, the people \vill say 
tlLt, whatever happened in connection with 
\Yando V.·> le, }fr. V cwles \hlS on right 
grounds when he aRkcd for a RoYal Con1n1is­
,ion in connection •vith both mat't~re 

Th<' PRE}!IER: Do I understand vou have no 
";bje< tion to a Roya] Ccnnrn1ssion~ to inquire 
into the fund, used at the last election? 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: All t>he fnnds. 

Mr. MOUGA::\: Let the Premier put in 
'vriting what he dc-ires a Ro:yal Commission 
to inquir.~ into. and we will con3ider it. \Ye 
must have it in writing. I wouH not take 
the Premier's word for that. It has been 
pr-ov.Jd th"t ·c ~annot rely upon that ~fentle­
man. although we should he able to rely npon 
his wor l n s Prnnier of this Sta to. I will 
gnarJ,nteP he will get an im1n~diatr answer. 
There will he no indefinite reply: there 'Will 
be ne thing like "in due course": it \vill be 
~'Yes." or "~o.'' 

Tle PRE)liER: 1 want your answer now. 

Mr. M ORGAN: If t•he Premier thinks I 
c1n consider a matter of that kind in one 
moment he makes a mistake. (Government 
laughter.) \Ve are not afraid of anything we 
have done in connection with this matter. 
'Th<> cause of the whole outory and the mani­
fest grief is that the Employers' Fe-deration 
have adopt0d the tactics of the Labour party. 
The Labour party thought they had a mono­
poly of those tactics. They forgot to patent 
them, and there is no law to prevent their 

being used. We are meeting them at their 
own game, and fighting them with their own 
weapons. vVe had an illustration to-night 
of the annoyance that has been caused. 

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): I wish to support 
this amendment. If it is not to protect a 
man who has made in this House a speech 
which, in my opinion, contains ·defamatory 
matter, I see no reason why the speech 
should not go out. In fact, I would rather 
like to see it go out, because it will wake up 
the people of Queensland to the absolute 
nc•:essity of getting a union to l?rotect them­
selves, \Ve saw this afternoon, m the debate 
which took ph«l in this House, and the 
amendment which was put, voted for, n.nd 
carried by a large majority, that it is U[l to 
the owners, the employers, and everybn?y 
who has anything in Queensland to orgamse 
and protect themselves. 

OPPOSITION ;}1Ei>IBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. MOORE: I think it is absolutely 

essential, and if this speech in _being. circu­
lated throughout the country 1s gomg to 
wake the people up to the a_bsolute. necessity 
of prot<'cting all the;: have, 1t 1s gomg to do 
a very good thin;~. 

The PREi\IIER: \\Take them up to what is 
going on-that is all I want. 

Mr. rv100RE: I would like to quote a. few 
paragraphs to '·how what w_e are up agams~, 
what \VG \,~ant to fight ~tgrunst, and what IS 

the reason fo: organisation and for em­
ployers combining together to protect them­
selvr+-~ 

"Si~nificant re YE'lations werE' made 
last r;~nth in reg-,trd to Bol="bAvism .and 
the activitiPs of it;; engineers. The sec­
rctan- of thB Sydney Labour Council, 
·who ·i, takin~ a leading part in the pro­
n1oiion of the one big union, gave an 
astoni>hing· statement to Sydney 'Sun,' 
;n ,.vhich 'he explained thE' plan of. the 
revolution. There has he•'n a pamful 
silence ever since in the Labouc news­
pancrs, 00 that thE' sccrPtarv has pro_h­
ahJv let the cat out of the bag by mls­
take." 

Further on. it :•ays-
" Enli~htenm<>nt on the nronosed plan 

of actio; came from Adelaide, -when dele­
gates from a conference in Melbourne 
submitted ,, report to the local Trades 
and La hour Council. The Pre's report 
,~id that cnc delegate. named William7. 
in answer to a quec,tion. told t)w counc1l 
this-

The one bi,. union advoratPs social 
ownC'n-.l,ip £01:" the wh-;lc of the com­
munity. 

It wants the work0rs to mvn and con­
trol the industries of the country. 

A Delegate: Does the word 'take ' 
in the pr<camble mBan that ·we n·pu­
diate the ndional debt • 

Mr. Williams: Ye,, in my opinion. 
Mr. Howard (also a delegate) said 

the one big- union wanted to take 
industric' by force. 

Mr. Hill. ·M.L.A. : \Vhat will be the 
position if the Trades and Labour 
Council r2jects the proposals? 

Mr. Howard r<·plied that the confer­
ence -decided to carrv on propaganda 
work in spite of any decision of the 
council. 

Mr. Gunn, M.L.A. : Is it the inten­
tion of the one big union to make us" 

Mr. Moore.J 
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of th•' present political machine until 
it captures it, and then adopt some­
thing like the Soviet form of govern­
ment? 

Mr. Williams: It will use the present 
political machine until it is in a posi­
tion to control it. 

Note the last answer. The revolu­
tionaries will capture the workers of 
Australia in a mass, appropriate their 
huge political machine, and then discard 
parliamentary action altogether." 

It goes on to show the sort of Parliament 
they want-

" The following have no voting rights, 
nor can they be elected, regardless of ful­
filling the requirements of the above­
mentioned categoric':-

(a) Persons employing hired labour 
for making profih; 

(b) Persons living on unearned 
incomes, as dividend from capital, 
income derived from bm.iness under­
taking·. and from property, etc.; 

(c) Private traders and commercial 
agents; 

(d) Monks and the clergy of all 
churches and religious sects. 

"The Labour Council One Big Union 
.0ccretary said: 'I contend that it is one 
of the finest declarations the world has 
ever had. I support it fully.' " 

Is not it time that the employers of Queens­
land, and anybodT who owns anythinrr 
started to organise,· to get a building whe;~ 
they can hold their meetings, either in secret 
or in public, to defend themselves against an 
insidious propaganda such as that • 

Mr. BcTLER: \Yhat paper did )•JU quote 
from? 

l\Ir. 1\-IOORE: I qucted from the "Fight­
ing Line," of 21st February. 

Mr. BUTLER: Who published it? 

Mr. MOORE : The Svdney " Sun" is the 
authorit) for it. (Go;..ernment laughter.) 
This is not a secret circular; it is published 
for people to purchas~. If they want to 
deny this statement, it is open for them to 
do it. This is not published under privi­
lege of Parliament, which is what is being 
attempted to-night. It is not the sort of 
thing hon. members opposite are trying to 
s~nd out. under privilcge, where a man shall 
not be held r<:Jponsible for what he says. 
These people arc prepared to stand up for 
what they say. It is nec€ssar:;- that we should 
be organised when we arQ fighting a 
machin<; ~uch as this, when they are 
prepared to disfranchise verv nearly half 
the people of Australia so that they can 
carry out in Australia the nefarious d~signs 
which are being openly advocated. The 
LalJOur Council one big union cecretary 
said-

" I contend that it is one of the finest 
declarations the world has ever had. I 
support it fuJiy.'' 

Is that the sort of polic'l' the Labour party 
to-day is agr~eing with, and is that the 
sort of thing we have to fight against? Can 
any body of men be blamed for organising 
and building a hall where they may protect 
th€mselves? 

Mr. BuTLER: What is the name of that 
secretary? Is he a member of the Labour 
party? 

[M·r . .Moore. 

Mr. MOORE : Th~ secretary of the Labour 
Council. I ha·;e not got his name. Then, 
going on further, he says-

" I am starting to draft for our com­
mitt:ce in Sydney a scheme on the same 
lines as that of Hamburg. I say the 
soviet svstem in Russia should be 
adopted 'here, th., sa~e a~ we hav,~ 
adopted it on our comm1ttee m Sydney. 

Surelv those sort of things show which way 
the ,;i~d is blowing? 

The PREMIER : Is there any need for sec­
recy? That is all I object to. 

Mr. MOORE: No; absolutely no secr<20y 
whatever. \Vhy were the sittings of the 
Perth conference 00 secret? \Vhy was the 
Press not admitted? There is nothing that 
need be secret in the meetings, as far a e I 
kn~w. I am quite prepar,-,d to stand up for 
anything for which I organi;.e. 

The PRE>IHR: All I want is to have the 
light of day on the matter. 

Mr. MOORE: We want the light of day 
on it too-where a man will have to stand 
up fdr what he says; not have the privilege 
of Parliament if he makes a defamatory 
statement. ·He shall have to stand up for 
those statements when they are published 
broadcast throughout the country. 

The PRE~IIER: So he will have to do. 

Mr. MOO RE : We know perfectly well 
that, if thes~ statements are pub_lished under 
privilege of Parliament, he \VIII not h3;ve 
to stand up for them. If the Premier 
reallv believes what he sa\'S, let him accept 
the amendment. Th<;n we will know per­
fectlv well whether he is bona fide or not, 
or ;;htther the speech he made is pure bluff. 
He never got on to th~ real details of what 
he was going to tell us. He sa1d !1e was 
going to explain the reaem;s for sendmg out 
this circular, but all he d1d was to make a 
speech born out of due season an~ d~livered 
in the wrong place. (Laughter.) If 1t had be~n 
delivered on the hustings b"fore a sympathetic 
audiencn it would have gone down very well; 
but he never told us a lot we wanted to 
know about it. 

Mr. BLTLER: He told you a lot you did not 
want to know. 

Mr. MOORE : Mo .• t of it was an exordium 
on thP brilliant work of the soldiers, and we 
thoroughly agree with that. But it h~d 
nothing to do with the motion we are dls­
cussinrr I am sorr. he did not tell us what 
he wa';;.ted to get this circular out for. 

The PRL~IIER : All I want to get it out for 
is that everybody shall know what is going 
on. 

Mr. MOORE : The Premier said he was 
not going to accept the amendment. If the 
amendment was accepted, I would be pre­
pared to accept the- statement of t~e Pre­
mier. But here I want to read sectwn 371, 
subsection (3) of the Criminal Code-

,, ... .\.. person does .not incur . ar~:~ lia­
hilitv as for defamatwn by pubhshmg, by 
orc!e'r or under the authority of either 
House• of Parliam~nt, a pape,· containing 
defamatory matter." 

The Premier never told us that that was the 
reason for this motion. All he admitted! 
was bv way of inference when he said that 
he would not accept the amendment. 

The PREMIER : I specifically denied that. 
that was the fact. 
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Mr. MOORE: The most specific denial he 
can give is to accept the amendment, which 
will prove his bona fides, Until he does that, 
I am going to have my own opinion, and I 
think that the people outside will have their 
own opinion. I am pleased the debate has 
taken place, bet'ause it will enable the people 
outside to realise that Parliament is being 
used for the be-nefit of an individual rather 
than for the benefit of the country. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): I would 
not like this debate to close without the 
House and the country understanding where 
I am in this matter. I have no objection 
whatever to the statement of the hon. mem­
ber for Flinders going in, so long as his 
comments regarding certain individuals and 
certain things are omitted from it. The 
privileges of the House have no right to be 
used in order that a man may have full 
fling in giving vent to de-famatory and lying 
statements, and that is what it amounts to. 

Mr. FOLEY : Strong language. 
Mr. G. P. BARNES: The language is 

st_rong. '.rhe Chief Secretary, in commencing 
h1s speech, made a statement something like 
this: " One looking on would wonde·r what 
the flutter was about." I can assure him 
that there was not only a flu,tter later on 
when he commenced to speak, but we wit­
nessed a perfect tornado, and no one knew 
as to what the flutter, or tornado, was about. 
But there was perfect evidence of it-there 
was a full gallery which had come along to 
see• the action of the Premier with regard 
t,o the message received only yesterday. I 
want to take exception to the new order of 
things. In this House we have bee•n accus­
tomed to a messenger coming along and 
~tandi;:tg at t~e bar of the House·, and say­
mg, l\ir. Speaker, a message from the 
Governor." The new order of things is this: 
"Mr. Speaker, a message from the Trades 
Hall." Only a few minutes ago the Pre­
m.ier indicated tha.t w~en messages of that 
kmd came along 1t d1d not take him ten 
days to consider what to do ; he could decide 
in ten minuteq what to do. Surelv here is an 
alarming state· of things ! A message from 
the Trades Hall has onlv to be in the Pre­
~ier's hands ten minut"es, and then it is 
giv<;n forth to th';' wor!d as an instruction 
ha vmg been rece1 ved m regard to which 
instant action must be taken. This side• of 
the House stands here to state that that kind 
of thing is not going to continue and must 
not continue, in a free land. ' The only 
parallel we have witnessed in connection with 
an . incident of this nature• was something 
which took plac~ a couple of years ago, when 
consternatiOn reigned m the Trades Hall in 
co-mection with the meatworks. \Ye know 
that, instead of coming here on that occasion 
and presenting the·ir message to the Cham­
ber. the Premier went along to the Trades 
Hall and explained himself, and a Bill was 
presented to the House in twentv-four hours 
which satisfied the Trades Hall. It is in 
connection with matter,< of that kind that I 
take my stand and say to the Government: 
" You are free to publish the speech of the 
hon. member for Flinders, but vou have 
a right to e•xcept thercfrom the statements 
made which were not true. That is our 
only concern. State what you like, and we 
will state what we likc in presenting our 
propaganda to the people of Queensland, 
and the people of Queensland will judge." 

Mr. BEBBI='JGTON: I have much plea­
sure in supportin~· the c,mendment, for the 

reason that it would clear away any idea 
that this Chamber was being used to save 
people from the effBct of the law outside. 
\V e are in honour bound not to use the 
privileges of this House to the disadvantage 
of people outside. If that is so, why will 
th<ll PrFmier not accept the amendment, and 
give the public the satisfaction of knowing 
that that is not the reason whv the motion 
has been brought forward? The 'Pr0mier com­
plains about the secrecy of the Employers' 
Federation. He knows that he came 
straight from the International Conference 
on the other side of the world, and went to 
an Interstate Conference in the South, and 
when it w:1s proposed to alter the Federal 
Labour platform and to have a straightout 
socialistic platform to take over the mean!' 
of production and bring about confiscation, 
the Premier said, "No, do not alter it; 
let it stand as it is. We have to face the 
electors. and Hughes and Holman will pull 
it to pieces if \VC alter it." Why did the 
Premier want that secrecy? 

:Mr. COLLINS: Tell us how you know it. 

::\1r. BEBBI?\GTO:;\J: It was published in 
the Labour papers. The Trades Hall and 
cauc.Is meetings are not open to the public. 
You do not admit anvone. Let the Premier 
denv what I have said if it is untrue. He 
wa,;ted to deceive the whole of the people; 
and now he complains about other people 
holding meetings in pri,-atc and deciding 
how they shall spend their . own ,funds. 
Surely the Employers' FederatiOn have ;>ot 
trespassed as far as the Premier did, seemg 
they only propos,ed to s);lend their own funds, 
whereas the hon. gentleman was ~pending 
the funds of the community. I maintain 
that there is a big difference in principle 
between the two. If this is going to be the 
wav the Government are going to use State 
funds-to shield lawbreakers-and worse than 
that-disloval lawbreakers-and try to get 
them out of prison-then why object to the 
E!Tployers' Federation using their own 
funds for their own protection? And the 
hon. member for Aubigny has conclusively 
proved that that is all they had ir vie"!'. 
\Ye have rot to go further back than th1s 
afternoon to see, in the division list, hon. 
members on the other side proclaiming them­
selves international socialist,;, whose aim i& 
to take and hold all the means of production 
in prd<'rence to co-operation. They have 
made· a ppblic declaration, through the· 
iournals of this House, that thev are on the 
side of the international sociali~ts, and that 
thev belieYe in taking and holding the mean& 
of nroduction, not for sale but for use. Pre­
sid~nt Wilson said that an international 
socialist cannot be a good American, and we 
on this side saY that he cannot be a good 
Australian. I 'have much pleasure in sup­
porting the amendment. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
added (J1r. Petrie's am.< ndment) be so 
added-put ; and the House divided:-

Mr. Appcl 
, Barllf-s, G. P. 
,. Barnes, W. H. 
, Bebbington 
.. Elphinstone 

Gray son 
Gunn 

, Hodge 

AYEs, 16. 

Mr. l\foore 
M organ 

, Petrie 
, Roberts 
.. Sizer 
, Rwa.yne 
, Taylor 

VowlPs 

Teller.<: Mr. G. P. Barno and :>fr. P•trie. 

Mr. Bebbington.J 
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~OES, 32 . 
.\Ir. Barber Mr. Land 

Bertram Lennon 
Butler , Lloyd 
Carter McLachlan 
Collins ill ullan 

, Cooper, F. A. O'Sullivan 
.,, Cooper, W. Payne 
,, Coyne Riordan 

Dunstan Ryan, D. 
, Fihelly Ryan, H. J. 
, Foley Hyan, T. J. 
, Gilday Smith 
, Gilliee Theodore 

Hardaere W ellingtoa 
James Whitford 
Kirwan ¥linstanley 

Teller·s: Mr. Butler and .\Ir. ,Tames. 

Res~lved in the negativ<?. 

Original question put; and the House 
divided:-

.\Ir. Barber 
Bertratrn 
Butler 
Carter 

,, Collins 
Cooper, F. A. 
Cooper, W. 
Coyne 
Dunstan 
Fihelly 
Foley 
Gilduy 
Gillies 
Hardacre 
.lames 
Kirwan 

AYES, 32 . 
Mr. Land 

Lennon 
, Lloyd 

:'\icLachlan 
.\Iullan 
O'Hullivan 
Pavne 
1~i0rdan 
Ryan, D. 
Hyan, H. J. 
Hyan. T. ,J. 
S:mlth 
ThC'odore 
\Vdlington 
Whitford 
Winstanley 

Tellers: Mr. Carter and Mr. Gilday. 

NoEs, 16 . 
.\Ir .• ippd .\Ir. }Ioore 

,. Barnes, G. P. , 1\iol\-can 
, Barnes, \V. H. Petrie 
, Bebbington , Roberts 
, Elphinstone Sizer 
H Gra·vson , Swayne 
., Gunn , Taylor 
, Hodge Vowl('s 

Tellers: .J:Ir. Hodge and Mr. Moon·. 

Rc,olved in the affirmative. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

The PREMIER : I desire to make a per· 
sonal explanation. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the Premier be allowed to make 
a personal explanation? 

HONOFR.\BL!l MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
The PREMIER : I understand that while 

I was out of the Chamber the hon. member 
for ::'\undah made a reference to my speech. 
The hon. member said that I said that if 
the document was stolen by the hon. member 
for Flinders, or any other hon. member, they 
were justified in stealing it so long as it 
helped the party on this side. I did not 
say that, or anything like that. I think I 
made my attitude perfectly clear-that the 
·document was not stolen, and in proceeding 
to discuss the contents of the document I 
desired to know how did it affect the nature 
'Of the contents of the document whether it 
was stolen or not ; and the hon. member for 
Nundah must have known that. · 

GOVER:\lllENT MEMBERS: Withdraw! With· 
<:!raw! 

Mr. MoRGAN: Wait till we see" Hansaro." 

The House adjourned at twenty minutes 
to 11 o'clock p.m. 

[Hon. T. J. Ryan. 
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