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Questions.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Tresbay, 26 Aveust, 1919.

The Seeager (Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns)
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock p.m.

PAPERS.
The following papers, laid on the table,
were ordered to beo printed—
The Immigration Ageut’s report for the
year 1918

Report of the Royal Commission on
Public Works upon proposed line
from Dunwinnie to St. George.

Regulations Nos. 68, 69, and 70, dated
14th August, 1919, under the Slaugh-
tering Act of 1898,

QUESTIONS.
JOXDARYAN HcHOOL BUILDINGS.
Mr. ROBERTS (Fast Toowsomba), in the

absence of Mr. Moore, asked the Secretary
for Public Works—

*“1. What was the time occupied in
building the school and residence at
Jondaryan?

“ 2. What was the estimated cost?
3. What was the actual cost?”’
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. E. G. Theodore, Chillugoe) replied—
“ 1. Thirty (30) wecks.

“2. School, £869; vesidence, £611.
Total, £1,480.
3. School, £885; residence, £597.

Total, £1,482,"

PURCHASE OF LiAXD AT SAMFORD.

Mr., ROBERTS asked the Secretary for
Public Lands—

1. Has the Government purchased an
cstate at Samford, lately owned by Mr.
C. Ii. Nicholas?

2. What were—(a) the price paid;
(h) area of estate; (¢) number of stock on
the property ?

“3 TUpon whose report was the estate
purchased ?

“4. Was the estate inspected befove
purchase; if so, by whom, and what
length of time did the inspection occupy ?

*“5. Did any agent act between the
parties in the transaction; if so, who 7"’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. J. H. Coyne, Wurrego) replied—

“1. Yes,

“2 (x) £19,958 10s. 9d. = £6 per
acre; (b) 3,326 acres 1 rood 27.8 perches;
(¢} none.

3. A member of the Land Court.

“4, Yes, by Mr. Staff Surveyor Suter,
the Comptroller of Soldier Settlements,
and the Land Commissioner, Brisbane
dlstmct.‘ The length of time occupied in
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inspections was sufficiently long to enabie
the inspecting officer to estimate the
value of the cstate.

* 5. No.”

Destn RATE OF NORTH BRISBANE.

My, KIRWAN (Brisbane) asked the Homs
Secretary-—

1. Has his attention been called to
a statement made by Doctor Lillian
Cooper (Convener of the Standing Com-
mittee for Public Health), who, in pre-
sonting a report to the National Council
of Women held yesterday, stated: ¢ Thas
the death rate of North Brisbane was now
twentr-five per thousand, which was a
higher rate than that of Shoreditch, one
of the worst slums of London, in which
the death rate was twenty-three per
thousand "?

“ 2. Will he call for a report from the
Commissioner of Public Health on this
matter with a view of taking the neces-
sary and immediate action to reduce the
death rate of the city?”

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.
Huxham, Buranda) replied—
1. Yes.
2. Yes”?

MEAT FOR PARLIAMENTARY REFRESHMENT
Roowus.

My, CORSER (Burneét) asked the Acting
Premier—

1, From what shop or shops has the
Parliamentary Refreshment-rooms secured
its supplics of meat during the twelve
months ended 30th June, 1919?

“2 What amounts were paid to ths
various shops, or, including State meat
shops, concerned in respect of meat puz-
chased for the use of the Parliamentary
Refreslment-rooms in respect of the year
ended 30th June, 191977

The ACTING PREMIER
Theodore, Chillagoe) replied—
71 and 2. The Parliamentary Refresh-
ment-rooms are under the control of a
committee clected by both Houscs, The
hon. member for Burnett is a member of
the Committee. I suggest that the homn.
member malke himself conversant with the
affairs of the undertaking under his
control.”

(Hon. E. G.

MoveEuvexTs or MRr. Bropruy.

My, CORSER asked the Acting Premier,
representing the Secretary for Mines—

“1. Is it a fact that Mr. Brophy,
manager of the State iron and steel
works, is at present in Sydney?

“2, Is Mr. Brophy still looking for a
site for the State works?”’

The ACTING PREMIER replied—

1 and 2. Mr. Brophy is payving
brief visit to Southern States in connec-
tion with the business of his depart-
ment,”

Hiuyoron CoLb STORES.
Mr. PETRIE (Zoombul) asked the Acting
Premier— .
1. Is 1t true that the Government is
erceting cold stores at Hamilton?
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2. If so, what progress has been made
with such stores?
“3 What are the buildings and

“svharves in connection with the acheme
‘ostimated to cost?

“4. Has the authority of Parliament

been secured for the expendituve?”

The ACTING PREMIER replicd—

“ 1. Yes.

“2, Work not vet commenced.

¥ 3. £194,000.

“ 4, Yes, £45000 (on account) Loan

Estimates, 1918-1919.”

CosT or ‘“ HaxsarD”

3Mr. ROBERTS, in the absence of Mr. G
2. Barnes, asked the Acting Premier—

“1, Was any report prepared by the
Principal Shorthand Writer as_to the
«wost of printing and circulating ‘Hansard’
«turing the year 1917-187

2. If mot, why was such report not
prepared and laid before the House
according to the usual custom?”

ror 1917-18.

“Fhe ACTING PREMIER replied—
“1 Yes
“2. Them has been no uniform prac-
tiee in regard to tabling or printing
reports from the Principal Shorthand
“Writer, but the hon. member is at libersy
to peruse the report in question if he
so desizes.”
The SPEAKER : I might say that I have
‘ghe veport here, which I now lay on the

#able of the House so that hon, members, who
s desire, may peruse it.

My, MACARTNEY : Are there any reasons for
#fs non-publication?

The SPEAKER : None at all.

Mr. MacarTyey: Is the cost of No. 37
inchaded?
The SPEAKIER: That was not in the

xear referred to.

Ramwmway Passes 10 Locan AUTHORITY
DELEGATES.

Alr. ROBERTS, in the absence of Mr.
Aloove, asked the Home Secretary—

“In view of the fact that the Railway
Department thinks it justifiable to issue
free railway passes to members of the
Council of the Queensland Railway Union
when travelling to attend council mest-

ings, will be reconsider his decision to
‘deprive delegates to the T.ocal Authori-
tios”  annual  confercence of their free

passes for that occasion?”

“Fhe HOME SECRETARY replied—
“ No. M

C'oaL FroM BOWEN STATE COALMINE.

My, TAYLOR (Windsor) asked the Acting
Lhief Secretary—

“ 1. How much coal was produced from

[ASSEMBLY.] Popular Initiative, Etc.,

Bill.

the Bowen State coalmine up to 30th
June last?

“ 2, What was the value of such coal?”
The ACTING CHIEF SECRETARY

replied—

“1 and 2. No coal produced, except
for testing purposes, which proved highly
satisfactory. The railway to the coalﬁeld
is not yet complete, and, therefore, it is
not nccessary to plOdUCO the coal. *

LAND RESUMPTIONS FOR SOLDIER
SETTLEMENTS—ATHERTON AND
TOLGA DISTRICTS.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
laid on the table a return to an order,
showing particulars in respect of each
farm resumed by the Crown in the Atherton
and Tolga districts, made on the motion of
Mr. Robertz, on the Tth instant,

Ordered to be printed.

UNEMPLOYED WORKERS BILL.
) INITIATION.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS

moved—

“That the House will, at its next sit-
ting, resolve itself into a Committee of
tho Whole to consider of the desirable-
ness of introducing a Bill to mal\e pro-
vision for unemploxed workers.”’

?lh. MacartxeY : What is the nature of the
Bill?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS :
The Bill itself raises some rather novel ideas,
which can only be fully explained when I
have the opportunity of making a speech on
the second reading. But, bueﬂs speaking,
it is designed to alleviate the evil caused by
unompi()un(\nt to mltmate the difficulties
of industrial workers in 1(\(*:11(1 to interrup-
tions of employment, and to prov ide for the
ostablishment of an unemployed insurance
fund—which will be drawn upon for the
purpose of alleviating distress—and for the
purpose generally of applying the scheme.
Hon. members will understand that the Bill
itself raises not only such novel but impor-
tant punmplob that it requires a full exposi-
tion in order that the matter may be
thoroughly understood.

Mr. Macarrxey: TFurther
morrow ?

The TREASURER: I shall answer any
reasonable question the hon, gentleman may
ask.

Question put and passed.

information to-

POPULAR INITIATIVE AND REFEREN-
DUAM BILL.
INtrraTioN 1x COMMITTER.
(Mr. Bertram, Iarce, in the chair.)
The HOME SECRETARY (Ion. J.

ITuxham, Bman(?«z) in moving—

“That it is desirable that a Bill be
introduced to amend the Constitution of
Queensland by providing for legislation
and repeal or rejection “of laws or pro-
posed laws by means of the popular
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initiative and referendum, and for pur-
poses comnsequent thercon or incidental
thereto,”

said: I desire to point out that this is the
same as the Bill which was previously intro-
duced, and I feel satisfied that hon. mem-
bhers will not want me to go over the ground
which I have traversed before, as they are
fully acquainted with the provisions of the
measure, which will be dealt with more fully
on the second reading and in Committee.
Question put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re-
ported the resolution to the House, and it
was agreed to.

' IirsT READING.

On the motion of the HOME SECRE-
TARY, the Bill was read a first time; and

the second reading made an Order of the
Day for to-morrow.

BRISBANE TRAMWAY FARES BILL.
ALL STAGES.

On the motion of the HOME SECRE-
TARY, this Bill was passed through all its
stages without discussion, and ordered to be
transmitted to the Legislative Council for
their concurrence by message in the usual
form.

BRISBANE TRAMWAY
BILL.

ALL STAGES.

On the motion of the HOME SECRE-
TARY, this Bill was passed through all its
stages Wwithout discussion, and ordered to be
transmitted to the Lcmﬂatlve Counecil for
their concurrence by message in the usual
form.

PURCHASE

ADDRESS IN REPLY.
RESUMPTION OF DEBATE.

Mr. RIORDAN (Burke), who w as received
with Government ‘° Hear, hears!’ said: In
the first place, I would like to draw the
attention of the Government to the food
shortage in the Gulf at the present time,

with a view to seeing if the Pre-

[4 p.m.] mier cannot do something to re-

lieve the position thloutrh the
Federal Government. It is now “several
months since proper supplies have been
despatched to that part of Queensland, and
the food stocks of the towns there are getting
very short. As the position is very critical,
I would ask the Acting Premier to take some
steps to secure a boat to be sent to meet
the situation. A lot of criticism has been
offered against the attitude of the seamen
in holding up the food supplies of the North,
but I say that the seamen have adopted a
very humane view in the matter, and had
they adopted the same view as the shipping
companies North Queensland would have
been in a very sad state to-day. (IHear,
hear!) I am very pleased to see by the
Press this morning that the seamen have
gained a victory over the shipping companies,
and that the Federal Government have had
to back down completely from the front they
took during the last three months.

Coming to the Governor s Speech, I notice
that mention is made of a Workers’ Homes
Bill. I do not think this measure is to be
brought in a bit before its time. Dr. Paul

[26 Avueust.]
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stated during the recent epidemic that the
death rate in North Brisbane had been
heavier than in some of the slums in London.
I am not sarprised. The conditions undes
which the working classes are living are
such that they cannot afford to pay the rents.
asked by the landlords, with the resuly thas
three or four families are forced to live in
one house. Not so In the case of the people
who have been reaping profits and fightsing
the worker during the war on the patriokic
stunt! At DPetrie terrace I notice some
tumble down cottages on 12, 14, and 16
perch allotments. 1t is a disgrace to aug
State to have its people housed in that wax.
The children are forced to live under an-
favourable conditions, and cannot get decent
clothing to cover them during the winter.

It is also intended to bring in an amend-
ment of the Industrial Albltra.tlon Act. Thas
is necessary, 1 think, as the present Aet
seems to me to be very unjust. The worleers”
wages are fixed by an arbitration judge, but
no limit is put upon the profits of the em-
ployer. He can make what he likes. but
the worker has to abide by the decision of
the court. The wage granted by that judge
is £3 Ts. per week. Well, 2 man with =
family of three or four children cannos live-
on that. I do not know how he exisis at all,
because one finds it pretty difficult in these
tinmes to get along on £1 per day. I think,
with the present cost of living, £1 per day 1s.
just about a living wage, and I hold thas
cvery man is entitled to a livi ing wage.

There is also to be an amendment of the
Mining Act. That is an Act which wants
some amendment. At present claims are
held up through exemptions granted by the
court. The holders of other mines are just
paying the rents, and have not worked them
for the past three or four years. The mining
inspectors and the wardens visit these ﬁe]ds
but they do not seem to be able to discover
these things, and report them, and see vhat
the working conditions of the mines are
being fulfilied. I think that some of the
officials in the State department could de
with a good shaking up.

HONOTRABLE MEMBERS :

Mr. RIORDAN:

Hear, hear!

It would not hurt some
of them, especially some of the mining im-
spectors, I know a case of a man “hca was
killed in a mine at Forsayth The mining
inspector arrived in that town paralyviic
drunk, dined with the boss, and never wenk
to see the conditions of the mine, or wheﬂ}er
it was dangexous to the next shift going
down at 12 o'clock at night It did not worry
him—he had had his skinful, and he was.
running no risks. If some of them wrere:
forced to go down a mine and put in their
eight hours they would be careful that ibhe
mine was in good order. (Hear, hearf} I
think it would be a good punmple for the
department, where mining is carried «n on &
large scale, to have an_inspector working
in the mines. It could quite easily be
brought about by the appointment of =
representative by the Government, paid by
the Government, for a certain fiold—under
the control of the men and not under the
control of the masters, as at present, when
they are in a different environment froms
that of the men, and never go near the men
at all. The men are simply ignored.

An application has been made for the
erection of a State battery at Kidstom. I
hear the Government saying that Siate
batteries ave mnot a success, but the State

Mr. Riordan.)
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batiery at Bamford is doing very well
There are two or three mills a¥ Kidston,
privately-owned, and the public canno get
any stone crushed until it suits the mill-
swner concerned. I think the Government

#hould do something to relieve the dlfﬁcult
)osmon of the genuine prospector in the
Etheridge district. Now I come to some of
the old Acts, such as the Mining on Private
Property Act. Jush to show how that Act
worked in the interests of the employer, so
that no man could get justice or right by it,
1 have here a statement of the case of a
man named Ganley, who had an allotment
at Charters Towers. It is a long and very
important document, and I \wuld like the
permission of the Tlouse to have it inserted
m ‘“ Hansard.”

Mr. RoBerTS: What is the nature of the
document ?

Mr. RIORDAN: A man named Ganley
had an allotment at Charters Towers and
the Mills Day Dawn United wanted rvights,
under the Mining on Private Property Act,
to work it. Ganley received no notification
and got nothing fer his allotment although
he appealed to the Government at the time.

The SPEAKER : Is it the pleasure of the
House that this document be printed in
*“ Hansard” without being read?

HoxourasLe MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

“[Copy.}
“ Croydon, 11th October, 1910.
““The Mining Registrar,
“ Charters Towers,
“ Queensland.

“ Sir,~My client, Michacl Ganley, of
‘Croydon, who is the registered proprie-
tor of a piece of land situated in Mary
street, Charters Towers, being allotment
3 of section 28, containing 2 roods, and
being the whole of the land compnsed
in deed of grant No. 51361, a few days
ago received a letter from a friend of
his in your town, stating that Mills Day
Dawn United had posted a notice on that
allobment and were applving for the
ground.

“As he has reccived no other mnotice
whatever, I will be pleased if you will
inform me what application has been
made, or about to be made, concerning
that ground.

“If it is an application for a mining
tenement under the Mining on Private
Land Act of 1908, I take it that Ganley
is entitled to be heard befors the applica-
flon is granted, and should have been
served with a notice.

“ My client objects to any dealings
whatever with the land. Trusting to
hear from you at your earliest conveni-
ance,

“ 71 have, etc.,
“Sod. J. J. O'SEEA”

¢ [Copy.]
“18th October, 1910.

“ Sir,~I have the honour to acknow-
ledge 1ece1pt of your letter of the 1lth
instant, referring to application under
the Mmmg on Private Land Act of
1909, by Mills Day Dawn United Gold
Mines Limited. for allotment 8 of section
28, town of Charters Towers.

“The application was made on the

[Mr. Riordan.
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19th ultimo for a mining tenement under
section 13 of the Act, and is set down
for hearing on the 26th instant.

“71 understand that Messrs. Marsland
and Marsland, solicitors for the appli-
cants, have comphed with the Act in all
respects, and forwarded the necessary
notices (registered) to the last known
address of the freeholders.

“ Probably your client did not leave
his address when removing from Charters
Towers,

“T have, etc.,
“B8gd. A. A. STAINES,
¢ Mining Registrar.
“J.J. O'SHEL, Bsq.,
* Solicitor, Croydon.”
“ [Corpy.]
¢ Croydon, 17th December, 1910.
“ The Warden,

¢ Charters Towers.

“ Sir,—I have the honour to inquire if
an apphcatlon for a mining tenement
has Dbeen applied for, granted, or regis-
tered to or for the Mills United Day
Dawn Gold Mining Company Limited or
person for land comprised in allotment
No. 8 of section No. 28, town of Charters
Towers, situato in Mary street, vide
section 23, Mining on Private Land Act
of 1909, if so, has section 14 of said
Act been complied with?

 Has subsection 3 of section 15 of said
Act been complied with in respect of
filing a plaint in that behalf and having
the value of the gold or other mineral
thereunder, or supposed to be there-
under. assessed by the Wardens’ Court, if
s0, what is the amount of such assess-
mcnt

“ My object in asking for the above

information is as follows:—

1. I am the owner of the land in gues-
tion, having purchased same some years
ago, it is now, and has been, so far
as I know (since March of this ycar),
unoccupied and is unimproved.

2. That I have never received any
notice of any kind, either verbally or
by letter, that the tand in question was
being apphed for as a mining tene-
ment, vide subsection 3 of section 13,
]\Limmg on Private Land Act of
909

3. Some fime ago I instructed a
solicitor here, Mr, J. J. O’Shea, to
make inquiries re this matter on my
behalf, but up to the present he has
not glven me any satisfaction as to
what he has done, and as he is now
absent from here at the Oaks rush, I
have decided to communicate with you
direct. I would deem it a favour if
vou would be good enocugh to give me
the information asked for at your
earliest convenience, and also if you
have had any communication from Mr.
J. J. O’Shea, solicitor of this town, in
reference to this matter on my behalf.
¢ Thanking you in anticipation of an

carly reply.
‘X have, etc.,
“8gd. M. E. GANLEY.
“P8.—I will be satisfied that you
assess the value of this allotment at the
same as similar aHotments in the same
locality.—M. E. G.”
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¢ [Cory.]
“Warden’s Office,

¢ Charters Towers, 4th January, 1911

“ Sir,—In reply to your letter of 17th
ultimo, I have the honour to inform you
that on the 29th November last, an appli-
«cation by Mills Day Dawn United Gold
Mines Company Limited for mining
tenement (goldmining lease) compris-
ing ground embraced in allotment 8 of
section 28, was recommended by me, the
necessary ‘notices under section 13 of the
Mining on Private Land Act of 1908
having been proved to have been given.

“ Your notice, as mentioned in the
Mining Registrar’s letter of 16th October
last to your solicitor (Mr. O’Shea) was
sent by registered letter addressed to M.
E. Ganley, blacksmith, Charters Towers.

“ No assessment of the allotment was
made, as, in order to obtain an assess-
ment, you should have lodged a plaint
for the purpose in the Warden’s Court
‘prior to the lst instant.

“1 have, etc.,

“Sgd. ER\ESI‘ EeLINTON,
“ Warden.
4 Mr. Michael Edwaxd Ganley,
“ Croydon.””

“[Cory.]
¢ Croydon,
“9th February, 1911.

““The Hon. the Minister for Mines,
‘“ Brisbane.

“8ir,—I have the honour to bring
under your notice the attached corres-
pondence between the warden, Charters
Towers, and myself, 1 am a wheel-
Wlmht, carrying on business here for the
past 20 years; prev ious to coming here 1
was 3 years 1n Normanton; previous to
that I was a resident of Charters Towers,
where I carried on the business of my
trade for a number of yoars. While
there I became the owner of allotment 8
of section 28, Mary sireet, Charters
Towers.

“ My address for the past 23 years has
been * Samwell strect,” Croydon. I have
had letters and commumwtioﬂs at
various times re the allotment in ques-
tion in respeet of retes, taxes, etc., from
Charters Towers, and fthose communica-
tions have alw been addressed to me
as abeve (to Croydon) and have always
veached me. You will observe on per-
usal of copy of my letier to the warden
(copy attached) dated 17th December, I
asked if any plaint had been filed for
azsessment and, further, that I was quite
agreeable to wha tever assessment he
would make, as of similar land in the
same locality; this letter was registered
(464) and wax delivercd at Charters
Towers on 27th December, 1910, four days
before the 1ot January, 1911. About 20th
January I recsived a reply dated 4th
January, 1911, from the warden (copy
attached). Vou will observe on perusal
that my allotment (the one in question)

was erbraced in a Gold Mining ILease
ap*\hed for on 29th November, 1910, by
Mills Day Dawn_ United Gold Mining
Company Limited, that a notice was
posted by registered letter addressed to
M. E. Ganley, blacksmith, Charters
Towers, where I have not been for the
past twenty-three years.

26 ATGUST.]
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“1 did not receive that notice, and
have not up to the present done so, no
doubt it will have gone back to those
who sent it through the dead letter office.
How they must have smiled when they
got it back, through that channel, knovw-
ing that I was in Croydon.

“The warden further says no assess-
ment was made, as in order to do so 1
should have filed a plaint for that pur-
pose previous to the Ist January, 1911,
in the Warden's Court.

“ Now the Warden's Court officials had
my letter of 17th December in their hands
on 27th December, 1910, wherein I re-
quested the warden to assess the land
in question. I respectfully submit that
subsection 3 of section (15) fifteen of the
Mining on Private Lands Act of 1909 in
my opinion provides that the person
ontxtled to mine and who acquires a
mining tenement to mine on such pri-
vate land is just as much required to
file a plaint as the owner of the land,
to have the supposed value of the gold
or mineral supposed to be under it
assessed by the Warden’s Court.

“On receipt of the warden’s letter of
the 4th January, I wired the Postmaster,
Charters Towers, asking when my letter
was delivered (copy), and his reply at-
tached. I then wired the warden on 24th
January, 1911 (copy attached), to which
the warden had not the common courtesy
to reply, in consequence of which I wired
Mr. Morgan (copy attached), manager,
Royal Banls, Charters Towers, who wax
my Dbanker when he was here. A,
\ngan% roply to me attached, he says

Warden advises plaint  not lodged
before end of December last, remedies
under Act thereby forfeited.”

“Thoso are the facts, siv, as briefly as
I could with intellig anc put before you:
1 submit thas the fact of the warden
having my lctter on 27th  December,
wherein I asked him if any assessment
had been made and secking for infor-
matien, and further agrceing to abide by
his assessment, bhou]d haxg been ample
ovidence to him that I intended to do
what the Act required me to do, to pro-
tect my rights, and further I submit myx
rights shouid not be forfeited through
an error of judgment or otherwise of a
court ofiic I would, theletolt‘ re-
spectfully ask youw, siv, if it i» within
vour province, and I uapectfull’ %ubmn
it is, to cause inquiries to be made into
the matter and instruct the warden to
assess miy allobmeni on the basis that its
value be the same as these valued in
its immediate vieinity, and which have
been acquired bv the same company.

“In conclusion, I would just like to
point out that, in my opinion, my letier
of the 27th December, 1910, should have
been rezeived by the warden as the
ground work of a plaint (if it is held
that the owner only is the proper and
only person to file a plaint), and although
it may not have been in proper order, 1
submit I should have been informed by
the warden of the proper mode of pro-
ceedings, and the matter could have
been adjourned to allow this to be done,
so that the plaint conld have been filed
in proper form. Had this been done,
there would have been no occasion for

"My, Riordan.]
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this lengthy communication to you, sir.
On reviewing the whole matter, I feel
confident you will not allow the advant-
age that is evidently being tried to be
taken of me, and that you will, as
Minister administrating the Mines De-
partment, see that an injustice such as
this is' not prepetrated, no matter by
whom it may be engineered.
Thanking you in anticipation,
I have, etc.,

(Sgd.) M. E. Gauley.”
“[Copxy oF TELEGRAM.]
“ Croydon
—anlll

“To Postmaster
“ Charters Towers
© Registered letter 464 addressed swar-
den (harters Towers What date was it
deliver=d Reply

“(Sgd.) Ganly.”

*[Cory oOF TELEGRAM.]
“ From Postmaster
¢ Charters Towers
©23rd January 1911
12
Iree
“To P.M., Crovdon

“ Registered  letter 464 warden de-
livered 27th December 12.5 p.un.

“(Sgd.) Woolcock.”

“You are under an cntire misappre-
hension in your contention that subsec-

- tion 3 of section 15 requires an applicant
for a mining tenement to file a plaint
to have the supposed value of the gold
or other mineral supposed to be under
it assessed by the Warden's Court.

‘““What an applicant for private land
is required to do is, to give notice of
the application as plescrlbed to the actual
occupant of the land, or, if the land is
vacant, to affix a notice in some con-
~picuous place on the land.

* Notice of the application is also to
be sent by registered letter through the
Post Office to every person who appears
by the rate book then in force of the
local authority within whose area the
land is situated to be the owner or occu-
pier of the land.

*“In your casc as in all others a careful
search was made of the rate book of the
Charters Towers City Council, being the
appropriate local authority, and copies
of entries relating to the lands in respect
of which mining tenements were pro-
posed to be apphed for were taken.

“In your case there is nothing what-
ever on the rate book to show that you
were residing at Croyvdon, or any other
place than Charters Towers and there-
fore in strict compliance with the law
the registered letter was posted to you
with the Charters Towers address? Had
we known that you were resident at
Croydon we would have posted you a
duplicate address to Croydon.

“ Furthermore, notice of the applica-
tion was po~ted on the land within a
period of two .days after lodging the
application, and was continuously kept
po~rod until the am)hcatton was heard.

‘You will therefore sec that there is
absolutely no foundation for your asscr-

[Mr. Biordan.
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tions comprized in the following para-
graphs in your letter to the Minister
for Mines; that is to Say--

1. How they must havc; smiled when
they got it back through that channel
knowing that I was in Croydon.

2. On reviewing the whole matter,
I feel confident you will not allow the
advantage that is evidently being
tried to be taken of me, and that you
will, as Minister administering the
Mines Department, sce that an injustice
(such as this) is not perpetrated, no
matter by whom it may be englnemed
“If you still adhere to these state-

ments there is an end of the matter, and
our clients will decline to deal with you
in any shape or form, On the other hand
if after perusing what we have written,
and reflecting on the matter, you are
prepared to write to the Mines Depart-
ment, and to us as representing our
clients, withdrawing these statements,
~and dl)OlOL’:hll]g for having made thom
then our clients will, purely as a volun—
rary act of grace, and not as recognising
that vou liave mow ‘any legal right
rhm(‘to give rou the sum of £35, which
is after cxactly the same rate as they
have been paving for mining rights under
freehold lands in the neighbourhood of
vour allotments.

* They would do this simply becaunse
they recognise that you would have filed
a plaint within the “prescribed time had
vou not for some reason or other, which
has nothing to with them, inadvertently
lost vour right so to do. ,

“Yours truly,

‘“ MARSLAND AND DMA4RSLAND.”

“[Cory oF TELEGRAM TO WARDEN, CHARTERS
ToweRrs.]
¢ 24.1.11.

“Your letter 4th instant to hand
surprised at contents my letter delivered
yvour office 27th December please investi-

zate reply.
“M. E. Gancy.”

“{Cory or TeLEGRAM TO MORGAN, ROYAL
Baxxk, Cuarters TOWERS.]

“ Kindly see warden if any answer to
my wire of 24th ultimo, re my letter him
re assessment, delivered 27th December

reply collect.
“M. E. Ganrv.”

“[Cory or TELEGRAM FROM MORGAN, ROYAL
Baxx, CuARTERs TOWERS, TO0 M. GANLY.]

““Colleet 1/- Croydon.

“Warden advises plaint mnot lodged
before end of December last remedies
under Act thereby forfeited.

“ Morgax.”
“[Copy.]
““gth February 1911.
¢ Mr. Michael E. Ganley,
“ Croydon,

“ Bir,~I have the honour to acknow-
ledge receipt of your wire in connection
with vour freehold allotment on this
goldficld, and to advise that the last
parag‘raph of my letter of the 4th ultime
explains vour position. I cannot do any-
thing further in the matter. .

“1 have, etc.,
“Sgd. Erxesr EeLINTON,
“ Warden.”
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“[Cory.]

“ Brisbane

“ 24th February 1911,

“ Sir,—Referring to your letter of the
9th instant, relative to a freehold in
Charters Towers, I have the honour to
state that we are in communication with
the warden at Charters Towers on the
matter, and you will be further advised
later.

“ T have, etc.,

“(8gd.) A. R. MacDonarp,
“ Under Secretary.
“Mr. M. E. Ganly,
“ Samwell street,
“ Croydon.”

¢ [Copy.]

¢ Charters Towers N.Q.
“22nd April 1911,
‘““ Marsland and Marsland.

“Mr. M. B. Ganley,
“ Wheelwright,
“ Samwell street, Croydon.

“Dear sir,—Our clients, Mills’ Day
Dawn United Gold Mnies, Limited, have
received a letter from the Department
of Mines, Brisbane, covering a copy of a
letter dated 9th February last written
by you to the Minister for Mines, Bris-
bane. On that letter you have made
some statements which (perhaps from
your want of knowledge) are not in
accordance with facts.

¢ Furthermore, you omitted to inform
the Mines Department that you had been
previously offered by our clients a sum
for the mining rights under your allot-
ment similar to sums they were paying
for mining rights wunder neighbouring
allotments and that you had declined the
offer. In making the application for
lease referred to we were acting for
Mills’ United Company and strictly com-
plied with the provisions of the Mining
on Private Land Act and the regulations
thereunder,

“[Cory.]
“Croydon, 11th May, 1911,

“The Under Secretary for Mines,
¢ Brisbane.

“ 8ir,—I have the honour to acknow-
ledge your letter of the 19th ultimo, and,
in reply, I beg to enclose a copy of a
letter I received from Marsland and
Marsland, solicitors, Charters Towers, on
behalf of Mills’ Day Dawn United Gold
Mining Company, Limited.

“QOn perusal of this letter you will
observe they acknowledge having re-
ceived a letter from your department
covering a copy of my letter to your
department of the 9th February last.

“In their letter to me they accuse me
of having made statements (in my letter
to your department) that are mnot in
accordance with facts, and further, that I
had omitted to inform your department
that I had previously been offered asum
for the mining rights under my allot-
ment by their clients, which I refused.
They then go on to say what they did
re the application for lease, which
includes my allotment, and give their
opinions on the various matters relating
thereto, and further sey they searched
the rate-book at Charters Towers, ete.,

1918—2z
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and that there was nothing to show I
was a resident of Croydon, or at any
other place than Charters Towers, and in
strict compliance with the law the regis-
tered letter was posted to you with the
Charters Towers address.

“They then say as follows:—‘ Had we
known that you were resident at Croy-
don, we would have posted you a dupli-
cate addressed Croydon.’

“They then, in the second paragraph
following the above, say you will there-
fore see that there is absolutely no foun-
dation for your assertions comprised in
the following paragraphs in yocur letter
to the Minister for Mines, that is to say.
They then quote two paragraphs from
my letter of the 9th to your department,
which they did not like, as the assertions
therein were only too true, and in a_way
reflected on their mode of proceedings
in matters of this kind. When I wrote
you on the 9th February, I was nob
aware Marsland and Marsland were the
company’s solicitors. Had I been, I
would have said a good deal more, as I
have had personal experience of those
gentlemen for a number of years, to my
sorrow. In the second last paragraph of
their letter to me you will observe they
offer me £35 as an act of grace on con-
dition that I write your department, and
then Marsland and Marsland withdraw-
ing the statements (objected to) and
apologising for having made them.
Now, I will endeavour to satisfy you
from copies of documents in my posses-
sion that the two paragraphs they object
to were quite justifiable and true in sub-
stance and fact, and at the same_time
prove to vou that Marsland and Mars-
land are quite capable of stating what is
not true when they think it will suit, and
that they did so in their letter to me of
22nd ultimo.

“T am enclosing @ copy of a letter 1
received from them dated 1896, which
shows they well knew my address then,
and T feel sure they well knew it when
searching the rate-book at Charters
Towers.

“T am also enclosing copies of a letter
I received from B. D. Miles, formerly a
director of this company, and » member
of the firm who acts as 1ts secretary, and
the address the town council of Charters
Towers use in addressing me re rates,
ete.

“I am also personally known to Mr.
Frank Millican, formerly warden here,
and now e director of this company.

1 submit when the question of apply-
ing for the lease including my allotment
came before the directors he would have
known a letter addressed to me residing
at Charters Towers would never reach
me at Croydon, but would in the ordi-
nary course be returned to the senders.
The statement that I was offered £35
for the underground rights is also
untrue. I never had any communicabion
with Marsland and Marsland or their
clients on this matter. and the only way
they can construe making me any offer
is as follows:—

“When Mr. F. Morgan, manager
Royal Bank, was leaving here for the
Towers, 1 requested him to find out and
advise me what amount was likely to be
allowed for the underground rights on

Mr. Riordan.)
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4-acre allotments by this or any other
company. He did so in due course,
stating £35 for i-acre allotments. It is
possible in making the inquiries he may
have made use of my name; if he did
so, and spoke to any of the directors of
this company, or Marsland and Mars-
land, it only goes to show that I was a
resident of Croydon, and not Charters
Towers, but I never authorised Mr.
Morgan to deal with this land for £35.

1 have since seen in the Charters
Towers ‘ Register’ (newspaper) where
several aellotments (}-acre) were assessed
at £75 a J-acre, notwithstanding the
browbeating and bullying tactics of
Messrs. Marsland and Marsland from the
bench to spectators in their efforts to
reduce the amount of assessment to the
very lowest.

“With regard to my complying with
the condition of Marsland and Mars-
land’s letter, and withdrawing the statc-
ments objected to, and epologising for
making use of them to your department
and to them on behalf of their clients,
I have the honour to say that I have not
the remotest intention of doing so to
either Marsland and Marsland or their
clients. I must say I am surprised at
their asking me to do so to your depart-
ment, and making it a condition of their
offer to me of £35 for my rights. I
respectfully submit it will be time
enough for me to do so when I receive
a communication from your department
containing such a demand and condition.
To my mind, it is most coercive for
Marsland end Marsland or their clients
to make it a condition of paying me £35
for what they consider the value of my
underground rights, to ask me to with-
draw certain words and apologise to
them for having used them in a letter
addressed by me to the Minister for
Mines, requesting him to redress what 1
considered a wrong., 1 have not replied
to Marsland and Marsland’s letter, and
do nof intend doing so until I hear
further from your department on the
matter, In conclusion, I respectfully
submit you will, on receiving this rather
lengthy communication 1in connection
with my letter of the 9th February last,
feel satisfied that I am only asking for
the protection my just claim demands,
and that I have fairly and truthfully
tried to place the whole facts before you,
and I claim my case is justly entitled to
be heard and decided on its merits.

“I do not want anything from this
ecompany or any other (by an act of grace
or otherwise), and I will not submit to
be coerced into doing anything against
my will only what 1 am justly and
fairly entitled to. I will not feel satis-
fied unless I get a fair deal, which I
submit I have not had up to the present.

“ Awaiting your further reply,

“1 have, etec.,
“(Signed) M. E. Ganrv.”
¢ [Copy.]
‘ Charters Towers,
¢ 923rd April, 1896.

“Marsland and Marsland, Solicitors.
“Mr. Michael Edward Ganly,
& Miner,
“ Croydon.
“Pear Sir,—As solicitors for and on

[Mr. Riordan.
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behalf of the Brilliant (Charters Towers)
Deep Levels Limited, we hereby give you
notice that the lease given by you in
favour of the Brilliant Extended Block
Gold Mining Company No Liability and
transferred by the secretary to the Bril-
liant Extended Block Gold Mining Com-
pany, Limited, has been transferred to
the Brilliant Deep Levels, Limited, and
such transfer was duly registered on 6th
day of April, 1896, in the Real Property
Office at Townsville.
“ Yours truly,
¢ Marsland and Marsland.”

¢ [Cory.]

¢ Charters Towers,
¢« 19th November, 1897.
“H. D. Miles,
¢ Charters Towers.

“Mr. Michael Ganly,
“ Croydon.

“Dear Sir,—I have purchased allot-
ment 3 of section 25 in Church street,
Charters Towers, adjoining your allot-
ment.

“As you are aware, I am also the
owner of allotment No. 1, and I purpose
putting up a fence round three sides of
your allotment, and request you to pay
half the cost. An carly reply will oblige.

“Yours faithfully,
“(Sgd.) E. D. Miles.”

“ Department of Mines,
¢ Brisbane, Tth June, 1911,
€11.3043.G.

““Qir,—I have the honour to acknow-
ledge the receipt of your letter of the
11th ultimo, covering copy of a letter
from Messrs. Marsland and Marsland,
solicitors for Mills Day Dawn United
Gold Mining Company, Limited, offer-
ing to compensate you for the loss of the
mining rights in connection with your
allotment 8 of section 28, town of
Charters Towers, and to say that having
succeeded in inducing the company to
offer to compensate you for the loss, the
department are not justified in proceed-
ing further in the matter.

“1 have, etc.,

“(Sgd.) A. R. Macdonald,
“Under Secretary.’
“Mr. M. E. Ganly,

“ Croydon.”

“ Department of Mines,
“ Brisbane, 17th May, 1917.
¢ 8ir,—I have the honour, by direction,
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
dated 24th ultimo, and accompanying
Papers in connection with your freehold
allotment at Charters Towers, and appli-
cation for same as a mining btenement
by Mills Day Dawn United Gold Mines,
Limited, and to state that Mr. Jones has
carefully perused all the correspondence
forwarded. but is unahle to see his way
to take any action in the matter.
“ Papers returned herewith.
“I have, etec.,
“Henry 8. Marshall,
““Under Secretary.
“M. E. Ganly, Esq.,
“Croydon,
“ North Queensland.”
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Mr. RIORDAN: During the debate on
the last Financial Statement I drew atten-
tion to a loan of £16,663 13s. 4d., granted
in 1914, on the eve of an election as a sop
which might aid the return of one of the

followers of the Government of

[4 p.m.] that day. This money has been

wasted on Croydon, and rccently
an inquiry has been held into the matter. I
have been discussing this matter with the
Minister for Mines, and I have asked him
t0 consider some scheme for the revival of
Croydon, and he has promised to do some-
thing for the development of the district.
He intends sending a diamond drilling plant
there at an early date and to try and locate
the lost line of reef. In connection with
the loan which was granted to Croydon, I
would like to read some very important
documents. I may say that I don’t want to
ask leave for these to be inserted in  Han-
sard,” as I shall read them out. (Laughter.)
I would also like o impress on the Minister
for Mines that the recent inquiry held into
the lost line of reef at Croydon was not satis-
factory. -1 think that this inquiry should
be continued, I think there is evidence here
that should be brought before the Commis-
sion. It is also the opinion of Mr. Dunstan
and Mr. Ferry that this inquiry should be
continued. In answer fo a question the other
day I got a reply from the Acting Minister
for Mines saying that the inquiry had been
completed. 1 don’t think it has been com-
pleted. It has not been completed satisfac-
torily at any rate, as I will show by some
correspondence I have got here. Last
year, in speaking on the Financial State-
ment, I mentioned a few of the shareholders
who were registered at the Supreme Court.
There were seven shareholders, and I men-
tioned the names of Sir R. Philp, Messrs. H.
H. Macartney, N. A. C. Douglas, W. Hether-

ington, T. H. Brown, G. L. Howston, and
F. W. Cuthbert. Those are the seven share-
holdere.

A GOVERNMENT
Macartney is that?

_Mr. RTORDAN : The leader of the Opposi-
tlon. I find that the firm of Thynne and
Macartney are the solicitors for this com-
pany. In the agreement in connection with
this advance there was a clause which read
as follows:—

“ Clause 6 provides that the amount
to be advanced shall, when advanced, be
a debt due to the Government and with-
out prejudice to any other right of the
Government to recover the same, shall
be repaid to the Government ‘in the
manner following that is to say . . .
(i) . (if the Minister thinks such
sinking, equipping with machinery or
working is not sabisfactory . . the
money advanced hereunder shall forth-
with become due and payable,’ and the
Minister may—

(a) Take possession of and sell, lease,
let or hire, or otherwise deal with the
said lease, and all the machinery and
other property that may be purchased
wholly or in part with any of the
moneys hereby agreed to be advanced,
and may retain two-thirds of the pro-
ceeds of any such sale, and one-half
of the proceeds of any such lease,
letting or dealing . . ~. .

and for this purpose Cuthbert or the com-
pany, as the case may be, ‘shall within

MEMBER: What Mr.
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twelve months of the date of these pre-
sents’ (19th April, 1915) ‘or whenever
sooner called upon by the Minister so to
do, give and execute to the Minister a
bill of sale over all such machinery and
other property, and a mortgage over the

said goldmining lease,’ or
(0) may . . require the mine,

ete., to be let on tribute.”

In going through the file of papers, I notice

that the Minister for Mines mare the [ol-
lowing note:—
“ Minute by Minister.
“ Solicitors Thynne and Macartney
promised; but bill of sale and bill of

mortgage were not executed.
“ AT

This bill of sale or bill of mortgage was to
be executed twelve months after 1815, or
soon after if called on by the Minister. No
bill of sale or bill of mortgage has yet been
executed. Messrs. Thynne and Macartney
have been asked on several occasions to
execute the bill of sale. Messages have been
sent down and letters have been written,
but the bill of sale or bill of mortgage has
not been signed. This puts the Government
in a very funny position. The machinery a$
this mine is still held by Mr. Cuthbert. No
further money has been granted, and the
thing is closed down, but the Government
have no control over the machinery or the
store#, and nothing of that kind can be
sold. The Government do not know what is
going on therc.

Hon. J. G. ArrEL: Did they make a profit
out of it?

Mr. RIORDAN: No, there was no profit.
What I want to know is why Messrs, Thynne
and Macartney do not complete this bill of
sale. They made several promises that they
would do so, but they have not done so. I
have a letter here written by the Under
Secretary for Mines to Messrs. Thynne and
Macartney on the 13th March, 1917, as
follows: —

“[CopPY OF LETTER FROM THE UNDER SECRE-
TARY FOR MINES, BRISBANE, TO MESSRES.
THYNNE AND MACARTNEY, BRISBANE.]

17, 465-3 C.
¢ 13th March, 1917.
“ Gentlemen,—

“ With reference to the subsidy being
paid to the Iguana Consols, Limited,
under agreement dated 19th April, 1915,
between Frederick William Cuthbert and
the Honourable the Minister for Mines,
and agreement dated 3lst May, 1916,
between Iguana Consols, Limited, and
the Honourable the Secretary for Mines,
I have the honour to request as the
machinery and plant is now installed at
the mine, that the necessary bill of sale
and mortgage be prepared in ferms of
the agreements.”

Messrs. Thynne and Macartney replied to
that letter on the 16th March, 1917, as
follows: —

¢ 8ir,~Re Iguana Consols, Limited.
We are in receipt of your communication
of the 13th instant, and have the honour
to inform you that we have applied to
our clients for their instructions with
respect to the preparation of the securi-
ties mentioned. Is it your intention that
"we should prepare and submit drafts of
same for your approval?”

Mr. Biordan.]
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The Under Secretary for Mines again wrote
to Messrs. Thynne and Macartney on the
28th March, 1917, as follows:—

“ Gentlemen,—In reply to your letter
dated 16th instant, I have the honour to
request that you will kindly submit drafts
of the bill of sale and mortgage, to be
prepared by you in terms of agreements
made between Frederick William Cuth-
bert and the Honourable the Secretary
for Mines, and Iguana Consols, Limited,
and the Honourable the Secretary for
Mines, in connection with the subsidy
being paid to the said company.”

Messrs. Thynne and Macartney replied to
that on the 29th March, 1917, as follows:—
“8ir,—Re Iguana Consols, Limited.

We have the honour to acknowledge
receipt of yours of the 28th instant, and
the matter is having our attention. The
secretary is obtaining an inventory from
Cloncurry of all the chattels to be in-
cluded in the bill of sale.”

Messrs. Thynne and Macartney have not

completed this bill of sale.

Hon. J. G. ArpeL: They have still got it
under consideration ?

Mr. RIORDAN: Yes; I think they should
get the bill of sale completed.

Mr. Kmrwan: There is a bit of “ go slow”
policy about that.

Mr. RIORDAN: I think Mr. Macartney
should also consider the advisability of sign-
ing this document, seeing that he is one of the
shareholders and one of the firm of solicitors.

Mr. MACARTNEY : How many shares do I
hold ?

Mr. RIORDAN: It does not say. I could
not find that out.

Mr. MacaRTNEY : I hold one formal share.

Mr. RIORDAN: This grant was made by
the Government on the application of Mr.
Cuthbert. He had no assays made. All he
had was the word of a man who had died
ten years previously. He said that Mr.
Kellaway had shown him an assay. Mr.
Cuthbert then issued a prospectus to the
public, and the public rushed it because the
Government made a grant of £16,000. The
public has been misled.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER :
ment issued the grant?

Mr. RIORDAN: The

ment.
Mr. Murian: The Liberal Government.

Mr. RIORDAN: I have never seen any-
thing liberal about it. They were liboral
enough with the people’s money to give
away £16,000 without any assay or anything
else, just on the report of Mr Cuthbert.
Mr. Grant was the Minister for Mines who
lent the money. It was proposed to sink a
shaft 12.000 feet to get at gold which was
worth £2 16s. 6d. per ounce. It is a strange
thing that grants of this kind are made. I
know that two geologists reported unfavour-
ably on this proposal.

Mr. CorLins: What geologist?

Mr. RIORDAN: Mr. Jackson and Mr.
Dunstan. I would suggest to the Minister
for Mines that he should get a geologist to
visit the field and give Croydon another
chance. Give it a fair trial, not a wrial by
Mr. Cuthbert or any vested interest of

[Mr. Riordan.
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Croydon, That loan was a good thing for
My, Cuthbert, because he had a lot of old
machinery to sell, and he sold it.

Mr. Free: Did the shareholders get any
dividends?

Mr. RIORDAN: No. Mr. Cuthbert has a
store there, and the more extravagance in
the management the more profitable it is to
the manager of the mine The manager of
the mine was Mr. Cuthbert at £3 a week.

Hon. J. G. AppeL: Is that a living wage?

Mr. RIORDAN: Mr. Cuthbert got more
than a living wage out of it. I do not know
whether the hon. gentleman was connected
with the Government that made that grant.
If he was, then he ought not to be proud
of it.

Hon. J. G. Areer: I did not happen to be
a Minister then. I had left the Government.

Mr. RIORDAN: I want to point out to
the Government that something must be
done for tha development of the Gulf. There
is ample opporsunity for the Government to
start another State in North-western Queens-
land. Promises have been made for thirty
years about developing the Gulf. Reports
have been written by Mr. Phillips, by
Captain Pennefather, and by Mr. Cullen,
but nothing has been done. The people’s
leg has been pulled all the time. I do not
think there is any leg-pulling about this
Government. (Opposition laughter.) This
Government have a genuine desire to do
something for that portion of the State,
because there is plenty of opportunity to do
something there. To carry out that scheme
the Government must go in for a railway
policy. A railway to the Gulf is absolutely
necessary, and also a deep-water port. Mr.
Cullen made a report, in which he says there
is no chance of a deep-water port in the
Gulf, although Mr. Elliott said there was a
chance. Mr., Cullen says that a lighterage
scheme would be practicable in the Gulf.
Here iz an extract from Mr. Cullen’s
report—

“Y¥t is, in my opinion, necessary to
recognise that oversea trade with the
head of the Gulf can only be carried out
by means of lighterage. There seems
to be a somewhat vague but general
opinion that lighterage 1s prohibitive to
the development of trade, but such is not
necessarily the case. To quote our own
experience the greater part of the trade
through Townsville was effected by
lighterage over a distance of some 7T
miles more or less up to about 1904; to
the present time the whole trade of
Mackay is conducted by lighters. Cape-
town and Durban in South Africa, until
comparatively recent years, were lighter-
age ports, and I believe I am correct in
stating that some of the New Zealand
ports, such as Gisbourne and Napier
with refrigerated exports are also
lighterage ports.

“If it be accepted that lighterage must
be resorted to in the Gulf, the whole
question is simplified. There would be
no restriction on the size of vessels, as
the deeper draughts would merely anchor
a little further off shore, and such vessels
would not be hampered by considerations
of tide, save in so far as the lighters
were affected by the river bars.

‘“The acceptance of this method of
transfer also reduces the question of the
railway terminus to the simple one of
which is the best country to traverse, not
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so much from the point of view of en-
gineering difficulties, as all routes seem to
be favourable in that respect, but from
the point of view of the best country
for future settlement, and of affording
the best service to existing settlement.”

Mr. Cullen says the thing is simplified. Al
that remains is to decide the best
[4.30 p.m.] route, and the Public Works
Commission has recently visited
the Gulf to ascertain which is the best route.
Mr. Cullen continues—

“The foregoing statement is possible
owing to the fact that lighterage can be
favourably conducted, with the sole limi-
tation of the bar depth, either from the
Albert or from the Norman. I do not
think any other locality offers equal
facilities. Settlement already exists on
the upper waters of both rivers, and
what Gulf trade has taken place has been
conducted by lighters through these two
rivers.”

Mr. Elliott says a deep-water port was found
at Bailey Island, but Mr. Cullen has turned
that proposition down, and now lighterage
seems to be the only possible means of
carrying on trade. The visit of the Public
Works Commission to the Gulf was a very
hurried one, but they took evidence in
different towns. Of course, it is said that
there are vested interests in the Gulf, but
the men carrying on business in the Gulf are
in a very small way, and there are no great
vested interests there except the squatters.
The Commission took evidence from miners
and others interested, and when their report
is issued I think we will get railway com-
munication with the Gulf. The possibilities
of the Gulf with railway communication are
enormous, Mr. Calvert, who has recently
visited the district, took the flow of the
different rivers, and has reported favourably
on the scheme. He says there are a
million acres of land that could be be irri-
gated from the Gregory and Nicholson
rivers, and he gives a chemical analysis of
the soil on the Gregory and different rivers.
In addition to those million acres along the
banks of the different rivers, there is a
large area of second, third, and fourth class
country, which should be classified and cut
into decent-sized blocks. The present sur-
veyors, when cutting up blocks, do not take
into consideration the class of land which
they are cutting up. For instance, at Mount
Surprise the plains were cut into 640-acre
blocks, which is not a sufficient area in that
district to feed half a dozen head of stock.
It is ridiculous to have men out there doing
this sort of thing. They must do it with some
object, because any man in the State service
who was sent out on a commission like that
could see in a moment that blocks of 640
acres would not be taken up for closer
settlement. Mr. Calvert, in his report, says—

“The lower portion of the Gregory
River, consisting of black alluvial clays,
is subject to flooding, and no scheme
would be advisable unless it included a
system of flood control on the Upper
Nicholson and Gregory rivers.

“ Between the Gregory and Leichhardt
rivers, and bounded on its south side by
Cartridge Creck, extends a belt of good
plains of 1,000,000 acres in extent. This
country is generally well grassed, but is
entirely devoid of permanent water
except on the river frontages.

/
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“Tt has large areas of good soil suit-
able for agriculture, and seems to lend
itself admirably to a simple scheme of
irrigation. By the erection of a weir ab
The Nob, on the Gregory River, the
water would be diverted from the river
over towards Cartridge Creek, and could,
by such a system of distribution as sug-
gested by the red lines on the plan which
indicate proposed main canals, be con-
ducted to almost any portion of the
million acres.

“Assuming that the volume of water
available without making any provision
for storage, but allowing for the satis-
faction of riparian rights on the river
banks, is 90,000,000 gallons per day; this
would permit of an area of 10,000 acres
of lucerne being served with a fifteen-
day period of inundation.

“The remainder of the million acres
could be divided into grazing selections
for pastoral purposes, and would be pro-
vided with a system of canals, ensuring
a permanent supply of water for stock.
These canals would form portion of the
drainage system of the irrigation area,
and, therefore, would serve a double
purpose. By this means alone, at a_very
low estimate, some 40,000 cattle could be
depastured, and on country which for
several months of the year is entirely
without natural water. By the use of
fire-plonghs, and by adopting a sys-
tematic method of fodder conservation,
this area might be made to carry possibly
100,000 cattle.”

Mr. Calvert points out that any portion of
those million acres could be irrigated, and
he also furnished a map pointing out the way
in which the water would run from the
Gregory into Cartridge Creek. Mr. Calvert
goes on to say—

« From the junction of Surprise Creek
above Kajabbl, where the Mount Cuth-
bert Railway crosses the river to below
Augustus Downs, there is available suffi-
cient water in the underflow of the river
to permit of very extensive agricultural
development under irrigation. Tae land
available would be a strip 1 mile wide
each side of the river for a length of
over 125 miles, an area of some 250
square miles, or 160,000 acres.

“A conservative estimate of the under-
flow shows that there is sufficient water,
without replenishment, to irrigate, with
4-inch waterings at fifteen-day intervals,
some 160 acres of land for every mile of
the river’s length, a total area of 20,000
acres.

“If the 160,000 acres were divided up
into farms so that 125 per cent, of each
farm was available for irrigation each
year, then a very considerable settle-
ment would be possible along the river.”

It is impossible to get people to go out and
settle there under the conditions at present
prevailing in the Gulf. The only way 1s to
build a railway there, and then the people
will follow. There is sufficient inducement
now in the Gulf for the Government to start
the scheme. For the last thirty years the
people have been told, * You will get a rail-
way.” Every politician who went to the
district said, © Yes, you will get a railway,”
and that ended the matter. We want to be
more honest. We want to tell the pe;ople
there that we are going to build a railway,

Mr. Riordan.)
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and then build it, and not stop at promises,
as has been done for the last thirty years
by the Liberal Government, the Denham
Government, and every other Government
that has been in power. I could go on
quoting from this report of Mr. Calvert’s
all the afterncon, but it is available to any
mémber of the House, and I suppose homn.
members will be sufficiently interested in the
State as to come along and have a look for
themselves. Mr. Briinnich, of the Agricul-
tural Department, in giving the results of his
analysis of the soils brought down by Mr.
Calvert, says—

“ Soils No. 807, 809, and 817 appear
to be very promising agricultural soils
in good physical condition, and soil No.
808, although of more sandy nature,
could also be well utilised. The last soil
—818—is too clayey and contains too
much magnesia, indicating want of drain-
age, and is of totally differcnt nature.
All soils are characteristic in containing
very low amounts of humus and nitro-
gen, which, of course, would be improved
by cultivation. They contain fair to
good amounts of lime and potash, but
are deficient in phosphoric acid, which,
fortunately, can be applied at low cost,
being tl:e cheapest of all fertilisers, by
application of rock phosphate or bone
meal. There is no doubt that the land
could be successfully cultivated, particu-
larly with possibility of - irrigation, and
crops like lucerne, castor-oil plant, pea-
nuts, and cotton should be promising.
The suitability of climate and locality to
certain crops should be ascertained by
establishment of small experimental plots
or c]emonstration farms to teach pros-
pective settlers the best mode of culti-
vation and most remunerative crops.”’

All these reports are very favourable, and
the Government should do ‘something for this
part of the State, in addition to getting
reports, such as past Governments did. We
want the Government to go right ahead and
develop that district. Mr. Pennefather and
Mr..O'ullen reported on the prospects of
obtaining a deep-water port. Mr. Elliott
satd a deep-water port had been found, but
I am prepared to accept Mr. Cullen’s scheme,
and hope that the (overnment will do the
same. I am not fighting for any particular
line. I will be satisfied so long as we get a
line to the Gulf that will be to the best
interests of the State, and not to the best
interests of the politicians or member for the
district. I think hon. members should look
to the dovelopment of the State, and not to
the deyelopment of the next election. This
is a_big scheme, which will involve the ex-
penditure of a lot of money—perhaps a
million of money—but it must be remembered
that Mr. Denham, when in power, spent
<£500.000 on a sugar-mill in the South John-
stone district; with what result? He brougat
about an_increase of 250 in the population
of that district, and the thing has been a
practical failure ever since.

The Sr RETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Because
the mill was built in the wrong place.

. Mr. RIORDAN: Tt may have been built
in the wrong place, but the Government
should have seen that it was built in fhe
right place. Perhaps some influence was
brought to bear on the man whe went up
to report on the site. Mr. Cullen also made
mention in his report of the Norman and
Albert rivers, So long as a railway is buils
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there the people of Normanton and Burke-
town do not care where the port is. Them
again, on the Norman River, there is a
suitable site for a meatworks, and in order
to show that the cattle industry around
Normanton is a very big industry, I have
secured a return from the Pettv Sessions
District of Normanton, dated 20th June,
1916, which gives the number of cattle in
the distriet as 125466, and the number of
horses as 2,434. 'The Government will be
going in for meatworks, and I hope when
they are picking a site that they will take
into consideration the possibilities of a meat-
works somewhere in the Gulf. The Govern-
ment have lately acquired a good many
stations up there, and T hope they will buy
a few more, because T think it is good busi-
ness. While on the State stations I would
also like tn suggest that the Minister in
chargo of State enterprises might draw the
attention of his official=—espocially  the
weneral manager of the State stations—and
make him realise that he is to do what the
Government want him to do and not merely
what he wishes to do. The Government have
provided workers’ accommodation, but this
official should be made to carry out the regu-
lations, and not merely to promise to do it.
He should also deal with the blacks on the
State stations and see that a fair number of
married men get a chance of working these
stations. Plenty of married men would go
out on these stations if the Government
would provide a governess for their children
and make provision to have the children
educated. The men would be more con-
tented and more likely to stay then. But
I am afraid that unless the Minister im-
presses this on the mind of the general
manager he is likely to forget that he is out
of Mr. Jowett’s employment, I notice from
the remarks of this official that he is rather
hostile to the Government. He is prepared
to carry out a policy which will bring dis-
credit on the Government. I want the
Minister to keep his eye on this gentleman,
because if he is prepared to acecpt the salary
paid to him by the Government he should
be prepared to do the work in a fair and
conscientious manner. It may be a good idea
when making these appointments, all things
being equal, to appoint a man who is pre-
pared to sign the platform of the Labour

. party.

GoveERNMENT MEMBERS : ‘“ Hear, hear !’ and
Opposition -laughter.

Mr. RIORDAN: My friends opposite me
laugh, but if a man 1s running a business
and he is hostile to it, he has no chance of
making it a success—he can either make it
or break it—and I think Mr. McGugan
could very well do with a rap across the
knuckles, Perhaps the State may be success-
ful in getting a better man; indeed, I have
no doubt that they would have no trouble
in getting a better man to run their stations.
However, let that matter go at that for the
present.

T should also like to bring under the notice
of the Minister for Agriculture the incon-
veniences which men travelling stock are put
to in these different districts. A man going
to a race meeting or to a picnic has to_wire
down to Normanton, say, to get permits fo
travel stock, when a policeman in charge in
the different towns could very easily attend
to the matter.

Another thing is the health of the people
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of the North, which ought to be brought
under the notice of the Home Secretary.
Different little hospitals, 30 or 40 miles
apart, are being subsidised by the Govern-
ment, and for the biggest part of the area
there are no doctors. There are four hos-
pitals within 25 miles of one another, and
if the Government tock over the whole of
these hospitals one doctor could attend to
the lot. If a good salary was given, a good
man could be got, but under present con-
ditions no one can be got. The Government
sent a man up during the influenza epidemic,
and since his arrival the epidemic has broken
out and there has been a good many cases.
I hope the Home Secretary will give con-
sideration to the question of taking over
the hospitals in the Burke electorate and the
far Northern districts. There will be no
difficulty in the doctor getting about by
motor transport on the railway, and this
could easily be arranged between the Home
Department and the Railway Department.

In conclusion, I hope that the Govern-
ment wﬂ} do something at an early date
towards linking up the Gulf by railway with
the deep-water port or with the lightering.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. GILDAY (Ithaca): This is one of the
occasions when a member sitting behind the
Government has an opportunity of dealing
with the extensive programme they have sub-
mitted, and of expressing his approbation of
those things which have been so prominently
placed before the people of the State during
the last twelve months., Anyone who reads
the programme must come to the conclusion
that it is one which is worthy of the con-
sideration of every member of this Chamber.
It contains many proposals which will be
for the benefit of the pcople of Queensland
as a whole.” I do not propose to refer to all
the legislation which it is proposed to intro-
duce this session, but I will occupy the brief
time I ‘desire to address the IHouse on
two or three very important matters to
which I think we should give our serious
attention.

I want first to make a passing reference to
the seamen’s strike, which has just been
settled. I think that every hon. member
will realise the great importance of that
strike. Any fair-minded man must come to
the conclusion that the seamen had a good
case from the very inception. They were
asking for four points to be decided, and,
owing to the fact that the general public
were behind the seamen, it appears to me
that the strike should have been settled
many months ago.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. GILDAY: The strike has been in
operation, particularly in Queensland, some-
thing like six months, although it has not
been in existence so long in the other States
‘What concerns me is this: If the seamen’s
claim was wrong in the first instance, why
did the Federal Government come down so
late as a few days ago? 'That goes to show
that the seamen had a just cause, and that
the Government, through their mismanage-
ment, kept the people in a state of chaos
during the last six months. 1 think the
Queensland Government are to be com-
mended for the action they have taken, and
the seamen have to be commended for the
action they took with regard to the people
in the North. Every possible endeavour was
made by the Government to send food to the
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people in the North. It was e very critical
time when pressure was brought to bear
upon the Federal Governmen$, who had con-
trol of the shipping, and were masters of the
situation, If they had had any sense of
fairness towards the people of Australia,
instead of showing preference to a few mono-
polists, the seamen’s strike would have been
settled long ago. Since the cessation of
hostilities there has been a great deal of
industrial unrest, not only in Australia but
in every part of the world, and the question
we have to consider is as to what is the
cause of this unrest? One of the ways in
which the Federal Government endeavoured
to perpetuate the seamen’s strike was by put-
ting the leader of the men in gaol. I remember
when I was the general secretary of a very
strong industrial organisation, and as a paid
official T had to go to the public and state
what the men I represented intended to do.
If 1 was loyal to the people who paid me I

" could only do the same thing as Mr. Walsh

did—that is, go out and advocate the claims
of the seamen.

. @
but he defied the Go-

Mr. Gunn: Yes;
vernment.
Mr. GILDAY: He did nothing of the

kind. He emphasised the fact that the men
would not go back, and that he would assist
the men in their action. He did exactly the
same as a lawyer defending a case. When
they put Mr. Walsh in gaol, they knew that
it would incite the men a great deal more
and prolong the strike.

Mr., MacarTneY: Is that why Walsh made
the speech he made—in order to go to gaol
and incite the men more?

Mr. GILDAY : It was not that Mr. Walsh
wanted to incite the men; but eny fair-
minded man who understands the industrial
movement knows that if you put a paid
official in gaol it is going to incite the men.
I think that any fair-minded man will
realise that there must be something wrong
with our industrial legislation which has_for
its object the improvement of the conditions
of the employees. I believe in arbitration,
but the way in which it is carried out, and
the advantage which is taken by those who
control the supply of the necessaries of life,
show that there must be something more
done in connection with arbitration to pro-
tect the worker. I was one of those who
first sat in Queensland on wages boards,
which were presided over by independent
chairmen. I represented the employees in
the meat industry, and it was decided that
the industry could stand a certain rise in
wages. That would have been all right if
the price of the commodity had remained
the same, but immediately afterwards the
price went up by ld. per lb., so that the men
were worse off than they were before tife
increase. It was recognised that it would
mean 4d. per lb. on meat, but as soon as
the men got a rise of 5s. or 6s. per week the
price of meat was put up 1d. per Ib. The
employer got the benefit of the deal, as he
was practically Zd. per lb. better off. Until
the Arbitration Court savs, when it fixes the
wage at £4 per week, that that wage shall
buy so much, it is not worth a jot. When

we realise the price of commodi-

[5 p.m.] ties, it is a wonder that there is

not more industrial t-ouble than
there is at the present time. I have here a
few figures I want to place before hon.
members, because I guarantee there are very
few men in this House who realise the size

Mr. Gilday.]
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of the increase in the cost of commodities
since the beginning of the war. I deal first
with normal times.

Mr. MacARINEY: Since the Labour party
came in?

Mr. GILDAY : I will deal with the ques-
tion of the Labour party. I am glad the
hon. member mentioned it. In this table the
first lot of figures represent the retail cost
of articles in 1914, and the second represents
the cost to-day, and I want to ask the House
how the workers can survive those increases,
notwithstanding the fact that they have had
wertain rises in wages—

RETAIL.

1914, 1919.

s. d. s. d.
Candles 0 7 to 3
Cornflour
Jam
Canned fruit ...

ilk .
Mustard ~
Syrup ...
Cocoa (local)
Kerosene
Wax vestas ..
Safety matches
Oatmeal .
Rolled oats
Macaroni
Rice
Sago
Tapioca,
Salt
Washing
Bacon «
Flour
Soap (common)
» (Barilla)

Pickles
Meth. spirits ...
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‘So that what you could have bought in 1914
for 14s. 8d. would cost to-day £1 Ils. 6d., an
increase of 115 per cent. The hon. the leader
of the Opposition said: “And a Labour
party in power.” Take, however, the price
of meat, which has been controlled by the
‘Government, and which is cheaper in Queens-
land than in any part of the civilised world.
The Government had power to deal with
that question. Take also the insurance busi-
ness, dealt with by the Government. In-
stead of the insurance companies making
large profits, similar to those of the other
large monopolies who had the power to do
it during the war, as a matter of fact the
cost of insurance has gone down considerably
—1 think by 20 per cent. The Government
have also taken in hand the manufacture of
arsenic. That is to be given to the people
at a considerably less price than they are
paying abt the present time.

Mr. BLPHINSTONE: Wait and see.

Mr. G?LDAY: Well, we will wait and
see. Whilst I am a very strong believer in
protection and the encouragement of Aus-
tralian industries, we ought not to give the
opportunity to such industries to become pro-
fiteers at the expense of the people. We find
that most of the articles I have mentioned
are manufactured in Australia, or produced
in Australia. The people who are control-
ling them to-day have formed themselves
into combines for the purpose of extracting
as much as they possibly can out of the
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people. I think that the only cases in which
prices have not gone up have been in regard
to commodities controlled by the State.

Mr. MacarTyEY: What about liquor?

Mr. GILDAY: The things I have men-
tioned are more Important than liquor.
Those are things that affect the women and
children of this State. The one who is keep-
ing the home together is the one who feels
the pinch when she finds the prices of com-
modities rising. This Government have no
power whatever to deal with these com-
modities. We have a Bill which will be
submitted to the House dealing with the cost
of living, but, unfortunately, it is a question
that should be dealt with by the Common-
wealth to make it effective. 1 am quite
satisfied that, if the Commonwealth were
dealing with it, it would be more effective
from the point of view of Australia as a
whole.

Mr. Coruys: Didn’t * Billy
propose to hang all the profiteers?
Mr. ErrHINSTONE: And the Bolsheviks.

Hughes

Mr. GILDAY: I am dealing with this
question to show why industrial unrest
exists. Men working in various industries

are regarded as getting certain rises through
the medium of the courts, and yet industrial
chaos exists, It is not only so in Queensland,
or even in Australia, but right throughout
the civilised world, and we must find the
cause of it. I take it that the cost of
living is soaring up so quickly owing fo the
fact, perhaps, that we are going through a
cerfain transition stage because of the war.
I realise that before the war a number of
men were producing in the different parts
of the world, but because of the war condi-
tions were upset, and there is no doubt that
a large number of those producers were
driven into other spheres altogether, and
that what surplus stocks were on hand have
been exhausted during the war. Now, there
is another link between the producer and
the consumer, that is, the vendor of different
classes of commodities. This is where the
profiteer, the big manufacturer, gets in the
thin end of the wedge. He knows perfectly
well that there are no surplus stocks, that
they can only be drawn through his factory,
and, of course, he is making the people pay
the piper. I think it is the duty of the
Commonwealth Government and every State
Government to put their heads together and
deal with this very important question.
Immediately it is dealt with I am satisfied
we will have a more contented community
than we have at the present time. Let us
take a concrete case, that of the trade in
kerosene and benzine. I hope hon. members
will not dispute the fact that there is a very
st_rl'ong combine in Australia in regard to
oil.

‘“The trade in these two articles, in
use in most Australian homes, is confined
to very few hands. Three companies—
the Vacuum Oil Company, the Texas Oil
Company, and the British Imperial Oil
Company—control 99 per cent. of the
kerosene trade and over 98 per cemt. of
the benzine trade of the whole Common-
wealth. The power that can be exercised
by such a monopoly is too self-evident to
need further explanation.

“While it has been impossible to
secure full particulars of the trade of the
three companies in question, because of
the exclusive bookkeeping “methods of



Address in Reply,

two of them, it is possible to present the
trade figures of the Vacuum Oil Com-
pany, which, of itself, controls two-thirds
of the entire Australian trade in kero-
sene and benzine,

“The figures relating to the Vacuum
Oil Company, set out hereunder, will
reveal, in no unmistakable manner, the
extent to which profiteering in these two
articles of daily use has been allowed to
go on unchecked: »

This is one of those matters that affect the
primary producer very much, but I have not
heard hon. members opposite urging any
argument against a monopoly in that direc-
tion. They always claim to be friends of the
primary producer, and he has to use all the
commodities I mentioned previously, and he
is also a very big consumer of different
classes of oil for the various kinds of work
on his farm, and yet hon. members are
silent. This is how the Vacuum Oil Com-
pany have made profits during the last few
years—

Accrued Profit Prefit
Year. Capital. and Reserves. made.
1912 600,000 203,254 301,140
1913 600,000 357,470 263,400
1914 600,000 471,646 274,020
1915 800,000 603,626 402,560
1916 ... 800,000 806.208 579,520
1917 ... 1,600,000 1,270,588 488,000

_ ‘“ Astounding as these figures read, it
1s necessary that the following further
details should be read in order to get a
fuller appreciation of the profits secured
from the people of Australia on the sale
of these two very necessary commodities.

“ At the outbreak of the war kerosene
was selling at 6s. 11d. per case. In
February, 1915, it was increased to Ts.
5d.; in April, 1915, to 7s. 8d.; in Decem-
ber, 1915, to 8s. 4d.; in February, 1916,
to 9s. 4d.; in May, 1916, to 10s. 10d.; in
July, 1917, to 1ls. 6d.; in May, 1917, to
12s, 6d.; in July, 1917, to 13s. 6d.; and
in January, 1918, to 14s. 6d.

““ As regards benzine, the price at the
outbreak of the war was 13s. 4d. per
case. In February, 1915, it was increased
to 13s, 10d.; in December, 1915, to 15s.;
in February, 1916, to 17s.; in May, 1916,
to 19s.; in July, 1916, to 19s. 8d.; in
May, 1917, to 20s. 8d.; in July, 1917, to
%(1133, 8d.; and in January, 1918, to 23s.

As the years went on profits were made at
every possible opportunity—they did not
wait six months and then regulate the prices,
but whenever they saw an opportunity they
raised the figures, and the result was that
practically every month the prices of those
commodities went up. They- rose by leaps
and bounds. I have mentioned that I
believe in the protection of our industries
against outside commercial invasion, more
particularly in regard to Japanese manu-
facturers. I consider that we should
encourage local industries, but at_the same
time we must not allow local industries to
exploit the consumer. This is just as
important a question as any we can deal
with. If we are going to encourage the
jocal manufacturer and the Australian
manufactured goods we must not allow them
to become a trust and exploit the people.
On the other hand, I say unhesitatingly that
those industries that are to be established in
Australia should be protected from the
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individuals who have the goods to sell. Take
the wool industry, for instance. We all
know that wool has gone up to a consider-
able price, and that it has steadily advanced
during the last four or five years. That was
brought about by the war, because so much
woollen clothing was required for our
soldiers on the other side of the world.
Dealing with the woollen industry, I con-
sider that one of the first commandments for
public men in Australia should be that the
people of Australia, who produce the wool,
should not be exploited owing to the fact
that we have a surplus of wool. In such
cases we can send the wool abroad. I do
not care what price they get on the other
side of the world, so long as we can protect
our people in Australia from being ex-
ploited. Then, with regard to the cattle
industry, we know that there has been an
increase in the price of leather. The manu-
facture of boots is an important thing in
Australia, and makes one notice the rotten
administration of the Federal Government
so far as boots are concerned. The Federal
Government have the power of dealing with
prices, if they will only exercise that power.
I remember reading a short time ago where
the Minister who controls price-fixing in the
Federal House lifted the embargo so far as
the price of hides was concerned. When he
removed the embargo from the price of
hides, he said that if any undue advantage
were taken by the producers of hides through
the lifting of that embargo, then he would
immediately re-enact the regulation, and so
deal with the question. What took place?
Only one week elapsed after he made that
statement when hides went up in price fo
1s. 11d. per lb. Previously the boot manu-
facturers were buying their hides for 6d. and
7d. per lb. The sudden rise took place
owing to the fact that there were American
buyers in Australia, That was why hides
went up to such an exorbitant price, and
the pcople of this State have to suffer in
consequence.

Mr. Fry: Your Government are searching
the world’s markets to dispose of their hides.

Mr. CILDAY: You have made your
speech, and I think it is infra dig. for you fo
try and make another speech while I am
speaking. If the Government did what you
say, then I know nothing about it. What
concerns me is the insincerity of the so-
called ¢ Naticnalist Government”’ now con-
trolling the Commonwealth for not dealing
with price-fixing when they had the oppor-
tunity of doing it. If the Commonwealth
Government only dealt with this matter in
the manner in which they should have done,
it would have prevented boots from going
up in price by 10s. a pair last week, The
leader of the Opposition will agree with me
that boots have advanced in price by 10s. a
pair.

Mr. Macartney: I have not been buying
any boots.

Mr. GILDAY: It is 2 good job the hon.
gentleman has not been buying boots, else
De would have to pay the increased price.
The manufacturers of boots should be pro-
tected so that they would be in a position
to give us cheaper boots, but if the exploiters
are allowed to come in and rush up the price
of hides, then it is impossible for the boot
manufacturer to supply cheap boots to the
people of Queensland and Australia. If this
sort of thing is to be allowed to go on, and

Mr. Qilday.)



362 Address in Reply,

if the price of boots is to be increased 400
or 500 per cent., then it is going to cause no
end of industrial unrest.

Mr, Sizer: Your Government are holding
their leather until they get a higher price
for 1t

Mr. GILDAY: You scem to know more
about it than the Government themselves,
There has been no attempt made by the Com-
monwealth: Government to deal with the price
of tallow so far aglocal requirements are con-
cerned. I have been informed that grocers
have received notifications from the soap
manufacturers advising them that soap is
going up from week to week. If this sort of
thing continues, soap will be at such a price
that it will have to be regarded as a luxury
in a man’s home. These are things which
will have to be carefully reviewed by the
Commonwealth Government—because it is a
Commonwealth matter, and should be
attended to by that Government—because,
otherwise, 1 am satisfied that there will be
a great deal of trouble amongst the con-
sumers.

Mr. Corrins: * Billy”” Hughes is going to
hang them all. It is all right now; all the
profiteers will be hung.

Mr. GILDAY : This is @ matter of interest
to members opposite and to people outside
this House altogether. Everyone knows how
the profiteers are exploiting the people to-
day just because they have a monopoly in
certain lines, I have an extract here, which
shows how one monopoly exploits the people
of the United States. It says—

“ Amazine OIiL PROFITS.
‘‘ HISTORY HAS NO PARALLEL.

“According to the ‘Oil and Gas
Journal’ (U.8.A.), the output at Tusla,
Oklahoma, is 450,800 barrels per day.
At the price of 3s. 9d. per barrel (the
rate three years ago) this oil would have
brought over £81,504 per day, £570,528
per week, £2,445124 per month, and
£29,758,760 per year of 365 days. At the
present price of 9s. 45d. per barrel, the
figures are £383.760 per day, £1,566,310
per week, £6,102,800 per month, or
£74,372,400 per year.”

Mr. MacARTNEY: What material are you
talking about?

Mr. GILDAY: Oil.
Mr. Macartvey: What sort of oil?

Mr. GILDAY: Why, bless my soul, surely
you know what oil is! (Laughter.) It is
very amusing to me to hear the leader of
the Opposition dealing with the state of
affairs in Queensland and referring to the
financial position of the Government. I do
not pose to be a financial expert by any
means because I consider that to deal with
the financial problems as they should be
dealt with means a good deal of study and
2 lot of time and attention devoted by anyone
wishing to properly deal with the question.
All the same, I have enough common sense
t0o know that this Government have had a
lot of adverse conditions to contend with
since they have been in office. They not
only had the war on, and drought conditions
existing in the State, but they had to deal
with the requests for increases of salaries
from the dissatisfied public servants. When
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the Government came into office the railway
service was a seething mass of discontent
so far as the employees were concerned.

Mr., ErLpHINSTONE: Is it not so now?

Hon. J. G. Appen: Yes, it is the same
to-day.

Mr. GILDAY: No, it is not. They are
more satisfied now because they have had
increases of wages granted to them.

Mr. StopFORD: At any rate the railways
have been kept going, but the Commonwealth
Government could not keep the ships going.

Mr. GILDAY : If the profiteers are going
to continually keep putting up prices there
is no alternative for the Government but
to also increase the salaries of their em-
ployees in the same way as men working in
other industries who are having their salaries
and wages increased. When the Government
came into office there was dissatisfaction in
the public service owing to the stoppage of
the automatic increases. Since then the
Government have had to spend :£1,000,000
in increasing the wages of the railway ser-
vants alone. The Government have also
had to provide for increases to the teachers
and police, and other public servants, com-
pared with what they werg under the Tory
Government. It is an easy matter for a
Government to show surpluses when it does
not give the increases asked for, but con-
sidering all the increases that this Govern-
ment have paid I think that the deficit of
£170,000 in the last financial year is only
a small matter after all. It must not be
forgotten that 60,000 stalwart workers left
Queensland for the front. The result was
that there was a loss of production in the
State caused by the absence of that number
of men. In addition, we had bad seasons.
Everyone knows that there has been very
bad seasons in Queensland during the last
two or three years through no fault of the
present Government. If anyone visited the
Bundaberg distriet to-day they would see
a most pitiful sight, because the cane crop
will be practically useless this scason. In
addition to that we know that since the
cessation of hostilities at the front the great
copper mines in this State have been closed
down, and that has meant a loss of freight
to our railways.

Mr. MacarTxEY: Do you suggest that the:
stoppage of the war stopped the mines?

Mr. GILDAY : Of course, it did. What
else stopped the mines?

Mr. Kirwan: Hvery copper mine in Aus-
tralia closed down except one.

Mr. MacartNEy: You know the reason for
it. Your LW.W. friends. You know the
trouble all right.

Mr. Krmrwan: They did not shut down:
when the war was on.

Mr, GILDAY : The remarks of the leader
of the Opposition amused me very much
when he was dealing with the present finan-
cial position. I well remember at one time
a cartoon was circulated showing that if the
Labour party got into power the grass would
be growing in Queen street. The cartoon
also showed goats eating jam tins as the
result of the Labour Government. I am re-
minded by the hon. member for Keppel
that there are less goats in Queensland to-day
than there were when the Liberals were in
power.

Hon. J. G. AppEL:
less jam is eaten?

Does that mean thak
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GILDAY : We were told that if the
L'Lbour party got into power that there
would be blue ruin and that Queensland
would be settled altogether.

Mr. ELpHINSTONE: So if is.

Mr. GILDAY: In spile of the fact thab
we were told that grass would be growing
in Queen street under a Labour Govern-
ment and the goats would have to eat jam
tins, I will show how a number of firms
have prospered during the last few years.
it shows that these big firms have done as
well under a Labour Government as they
did under a Tory Government.

[6.30 p.m.]

“Burns, Philp, and Co., year ending
5lst March: Profit, £215,014; dividend

$ per cent,; £75,000 carried to reserve;
:‘324 000 added to insurance fund; £12,000
to staff bonus account; and ;810 264
carried forward. Net profit, 1917
£145,880; 1918, £183,820; 1919 £204,969. 3

Those are the profits of these poor, unfortun-
ate people, Burns, Philp, and Co., who were
going to be ruined by a Labour Governmant.
Then we will take the Canada Cycle and
Motor Agency, Limited—

‘“ Canada Cycle and Motor Agenuv,
Limited: Profit for year ending 30ih
April, £7,761 (after writing off bad debts
and depreciation).

* John Hicks and Co., Limited; Profit
for year ending 30th April, £5,476.

“ Moreheads Limited: Profit for wvear
ending 30th April, £19,248,

‘“ Mount Morgan Goldmining Com-

pany, Limited: Profit for year ending
lst June, 1919: £111,640.”

That is the company which gave eight hours’
notice to close up everything; which had
no regard for the people who had estab-
lished big places of business in Mount
Morgan and no concern for anyone else.

Mr. StoprorD: And never had a call in
their life.

Mr. GILDAY : That company never had a
call on their capital, and yet we find they
were going to close down because their profits
were not large enough. Is not that an
iniquitous thing? Then, take the Queensland
National Bank Limited.

‘“ Queensland National Bank, Limited:
Profit for half-year ending June, 1919,
£54,394.

“ The following comparison shows the
business of the bank during the past two
years :

Gross profit, 30th June, 1917 ... £131,939
Gross profit, 81st Dec., 1817 ... 126,607
Gross profit, 30th June, 1918 ... 134,352
Gross profit, 3lst Dec., 1918 ... 145,693
Gross profit, 30th June, 1919 ... 140,781

““ Queensland Brewery Company, Lid. :
Profit for year ending 30th June, £14, 773,

“ Townsville Gas and Coke Company,
Limited : Profit for the year ending 3lst
March, £7,049.

“ Walter Reid and Co. :
ending 3lst May, £46,489

“ Western Queensland Pastoral Com-

pany, Limited: Profit for year ending
Slst March, £36,625.”

The above figures, which represent a very
small proportion of the profits made by

Profit for year
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Queensland trading concerns, are taken from
the “ Trustees’ Review,” which is very
authentic in that conneetion.

Mr. Sizer: Your Government is respon-
sible for the profits made by the breweries.

Mr. GILDAY : Did you ever hear such a
narrow-minded remark in your life; that this
Government is responsible for the profits
made by the breweries? I gave the hon.
member credit for having better sense.

Mr. SizEr: What about the picture shows?

Mr. GILDAY: The interjection of the
hon. member brings me back to one matter
that I forgot to deal with, and I thank the
hon, member very much for reminding me of
it. A good deal has been said about what
could have been done in connection with
finance if a Liberal Government had been in
power. I have already pointed out the
happy position in which the Government
finds itself owing to the fact that they have
dealt with big financial questions that other
Governments failed to deal with during the
number of years they were in power. This
Government does not possess the happy knack
of using the pruning knife on Iile public
service; neither are they in the hablt of
putting off a number of workers in any
particular industry and thereby leaving that
industry in a state of stagnation. But let us
compare their attitude with the attitude of
the Federal Government in order to make
one branch of their service show a surplus.
Take the General Post Office. We all know
that the Post Office did not pay its way and
this is how a present National Minister in
the Commonwealth Parliament succeeded in
making a surplus in connection with that
department. In the annual report of the
General Post Office, he says—

‘“ The Estimates were cut to the bone,

and consequently many necessary build-
ings and additions had o be postponed,
new telegraph and telephone services had
to be deferred or refused, whilst at the
same time ma,mtena,nce had to be
neglected. The inevitable has resulted.
I have been unable to grant many appli-
cations for new telegraph and telephone
services or connections, hundreds of pros-
pective telephone subscribers are waiting,
and their numbers are growing.
There has been a very great reductlon in
the number of employees in the engineer-
ing section, the figures on 30th June, 1914,
being 5, 779 and on 30th June, 1918 only
4,698—3. reduction of 1,111, which means
an annual saving in salaries and wages
of, approximately, £183,000. Further
reductions in all divisions of this section
are being made, and these economies are
being effected ‘without interfering with
the efficiency of the service.”

Then, of course, there was the increase of
50 per cent. in the postal rates—a sound
commercial = proposition—as well as the
increase in the telephone rates—equally sound
from the same point of view. And, of course,
with a starved service, wholesale reductions
in the staff, and increased rates we get a
surplus, even in a nationally-owned service.
It 1s a very easy matter indeed for any
Government to_show a surplus if they like to
go in for a policy of stagnation, and that is
really what was done in connection with the
Post Office. I am not going to subscribe to
that method of conducting public business.
No. hon. member can dispute the fact that
the Post Office to-day is undermanned and
that it is impossible to get a proper service,

Mr. Gilday.)
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more particularly in the country, owing to
the reduction in the number of employees,
and it is practically an impossibility to get
telephones or post offices established in any
part of the State. The hon. member for
Nundah also reminded me of another matter
when he interjected about the picture shows.
I do not know why the hon. member made
that interjection, but I desire to take this
opportunity of criticising what they call the
National Government in the Commonwealth,
for taking a mean advantage of the women
and children who attend picture shows.

Mr. Kimrwan: They taxed the soldiers’
orphans up to 33% per cent.

Mr. GILDAY: Yes, the Commonwealth
Government taxed them 33% per cent. on the
cost of their tickets—a direct tax—when the
people were not in a position to pay it. The
picture show industry is the one industry
that did not do any profiteering; they were
satisfied to charge 3d. for children and 6d.
for adults both in the suburban shows and
in the Queen street shows. The Federal
Government, like the hawks, would take the
eyes out of a person.

Mr. StoprorD: They swoop down.

Mr. GILDAY : They do, and take every-
thing possibie from the poor, unfortunate
women and children. They were not pre-
pared to impose a direct tax and say  You
have to pay so much.” but they got it in
conncction with the picture shows.

Mr. Stzer: They got a little from “ Under
and over 7.”

Mr. GILDAY: Yes, and I have seen the
hon. member spend a “ bob” or two that way,
and the hon. member should not denounce
anything that he has supported.

Mr., Kirwan: He must have been pro-
fiteering then.

Mr. SizEr: I went there with the hon.
member for Brisbane. ‘

Mr. Kirwan: The hon. member for Bris-
bane never went there in his life.

Mr. GILDAY: There is another matter
mentioned in His Excellency’s Speech which
should appeal to every member of this
House, and that is the question of main
roads. I listened last session to a very able
speech by the hon. member for Mount
Liorgan on the main roads question, and I
am pleased indeed that this matter has been
menioned in the Government’s policy. Being
a member of the Public Works Commission,
I have had an opportunity of seeing the
greater part of Queensland during the last
two or three years, and while on this matter
let me say that every member of this House
should have an opportunity of visiting the
different districts in the State. I realise that
the expense would be great, and that it
would be impossible for any hon. member to
visit the various districts in the State on his
present salary, but at the same time, if
every hon. member had that opportunity it
would be a good thing for the State as a
whole. The main roads policy is one of the
matters that is placed prominently in the
Labour platform, and, no doubt, every mem-
ber sitting behind the Government will sub-
scribe to the Bill dealing with the question
when it is brought forward. The paragraph
in  His Excellency’s Speech reads as
follows : —

“Recognising the need of a better
system of constructing and maintaining
the principal highways of the State, my
advisers will introduce a Bill providing
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for a board to work in co-operation with

the local authorities and to control the

main roads.”
I was always in favour of such a policy.
I remember, many years ago as a boy, when
my people were making a living on the land,
having to travel over very bad roads to get
to a selection. As a matter of fact, in Vic-
toria, in those days, there was no such thing
as a roads board, and the roads were in a
deplorable state, being in a somewhat similar
condition to that of many of the roads in
Queensland to-day. As one who has seen
the bad condition of the roads in the past, I
realise what the pioneers have had to put
up with through bad roads. Victoria has
got over that difficulty. They have a road
board, and they have allocated a fair sum
of money this year for road purposes.

Mr. GusN: A Tory Government.

Mr. GILDAY : I do not care what Govern-
ment it is. This is an opportune time for
Queensland to deal with this matter. If it
was good for New South Wales many years
ago, it should also have been good for
Queensland many years ago, but previous
Governments did not see the necessity of
dealing with the question. It is pleasing to
note that the present Government is going
to deal with it in a most effective way. In
England a road board was formed br statute
in 1909 for the improvement of road com-
munication, the income being derived from
the proceeds of the duties on motor spirits
and carriage licenses. Of course, I have no
knowledge of the contents of the Bill which
will be brought forward, but I understand
that the question has received every con-
sideration by the Government. I understand
that fresh legislation is also to be introduced
in the New South Wales Parliament in
regard to this matter during the coming
session. Hitherto, the different distriets in
New South Wales carried out a road policy
just as it suited them. The different
localities there had full control over the
distribution of the money which was
allocated for the purpose of road building,
but the Government now intend to exercise
control in the matter, which I think will be
a very good thing. It should not be left to
any particular section of the State to control
the roads, which are of such national im-
portance. In Victoria some attention is also
being given to the road question just now.
I read in a Melbourne paper that the Vie-
torian Government propose to spend £400,000
on dsavelopmental roads this year, but this
sum 1is considered to be quite inadequate,
more particularly as that Government are
spending £10,000,000 in settling returned
soldiers on the land. I think that the soldiers
settled in Queensland should be employed in
making roads to their farms while their
farms are developing, and they would be
bound to put good work into it when they
realised that the roads would improve their
own property.

When the Public Works Commission were
taking evidence in the Atherton district on
a railway proposal to open up the tableland,
the engineer in charge of the Public Estate
Improvement Fund estimated that a good
macadamised road could be made there,
18 ft. wide, for £2.000 per mile. I think my-
self that we could make concrete roads for
less than that, and with a coating of tar they
would last for all time, practically.

Mr. Gony: It would cost more than £2,000
a mile, though.
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Mr. GILDAY: I do not think it would.
The first cost would be practically the whole
cost. It is true that the Government would
get no revenue directly from a road con-
structed in this way, but the Government
would get its share in the additional trafhic
that would be brought to the railways. In
many parts of Queensland we noticed fine
agricultural and dairy lands languishing for
want of proper development—all because of
the absence of suitable transport facilities.
With the improvement in motor traction, a
good road constructed to an agricultural
district about 9 or 10 miles from the railway
would enable the settlers to use the road at
any time of the day or night to senu their
products quickly to market. In some in-
stances the farmers with modern motor
vehicles could carry their own products direct
to market, without unloading at the railway
siding at all; but my idea is to use the roads
in co-operation with the railways, particu-
larly in the back country, where good roads
can be made to open up new areas and
provide fresh freights for the railways. What
we require are highways that will form links
of great road systems. The road-building
must be systematised so that long lengths
can be built, if necessary, passing from one
shire through another, the whole, of course,
to serve as feeders to our railways. The road
problem appears to be on the way towards
solution. There is a Main Roads Improve-
ment Association in Queensland, and, judg-
ing by the remarks made in a deputation fo
Mr. Gillies the other day, that association
also welcomes the Government proposal. To
show how good roads tend to reduce the cost
of transportation, it is estimated that it costs
1s. 04d. per ton per mile to haul loads over
the ordinary country roads, while to haul the
same load over a well-made concrete road
would cost only 3%d. per ton per mile. Good
roads, acting as feeders to railways, will
mean the settlement of more people in rural
areas. The population of the Commonwealth
is about 5,000,000, and of this total there are
2,000,000 people in New South Wales. I
was surprised to read a day or two ago that
there were no less than 800,000 people in
Sydney—nearly half of the population of that
State centralised in the capital. We do not
want that state of affairs to exist in Queens-
land, and one way to prevent it is to give
the men settled on the land ready access to
market for their products. We want to
protect the consumer and see that he gets
the right article at the right price, and we
want to protect the producer by seeing that
he gets his produce to market with the least
possible delay at a time when prices are good.
We also want to protect the worker by see-
ing that he receives a fair share of the values
which he helps to create. In the United
States of America the Federal Government
subsidises a highway commission, and this
body provides tae means for the construction
of main roads as well as their maintenance
in the various States. No doubt, all this
information has been collected by the Govern-
:lngxent, and the measure will be on up-to-date
ines.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon, mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed him by
the Standing Orders.

Mr, TAYLOR (Windsor): While a lot of
irrelevant matter may have been introduced
during this debate, I feel satisfied that good
results will accrue from the ventilation of
the subjects which have been dealt with, and
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I do not altogether look upon the debate on
the Address in Reply as being a waste of
time.

I would like to refer to what has been said
in connection with the deportation and in-
ternment of Germans. So far as the Federal
Government, or any other Government, 1
concerned, in time of war the dominand
factor must be national safety, which must
override every other consideration of an
individual character; and in order to pro-
vide for national safety in time of war
Governments have to introduce drastic legis-
lation and make regulations for that - pur-
pose. When such legislation is introduced,
what should be the duty of every citizen of
a country?

Mr. Carter: To give fair play to all
others.

Mr. TAYLOR: I did not interrupt the
hon. member, and I hope he will keep

quiet; I will give him all he wants before 1
finish. In carrying out such action it 1is
impossible for the Federal or any other
Government not to inflict hardships on some
persons, and hardships have, no doubt, been,
and will continue to be, inflicted in con-
nection with this matter. We know that the
State Government, in connection with the
outbreak of influenza in Queensland, intro-
duced drastic regulations in the interests of
the whole of the people. With regard to the
legislation which was introduced at the out-
break of the war, it is inconceivable to me
that any man in this Chamber can say that a
German is as loyal as a Britisher.

Mr. Carter: If he is not disloyal, he is.

Mr, CorrLing: What about the King on the
throne?

Mr. TAYLOR: 1t is asking what no
Britisher could expect to get from any
German. If any hon. member had been
interned in Germany during the war could
he have been loyal to Germany? Yet some
hon. members say that Germans are as loyal
as Britishers.

Mr, KmewaN: Did they not go to the front?

Mr, TAYLOR: We could not expect them
to be as loyal as Britishers, but we could ask
them to be neutral during the war.

Mr. StoproRD: What about the new Bill
in the Federal Parliament to deport
Britishers who are not born in Australia?

Mr. TAYLOR: When you have finished,
I will go on. From the latest figures I have
been able to get, which I suppose are several
years old, it appears there were 12,000 Ger-
mans, including both sexes, in Queensland
at the outbreak of the war.

Mr. CorrLins: What Government brought
them here?

Mr. TAYLOR: Out of that number, only
a little over 2 per cent, were interned. Thab
speaks volumes for the neutrality of the
10,000 Germans who did not get interned.

Mr. SrtoproRD: But they are being de-
ported without being interned.

Mr. TAYLOR: If people play with fire in
the time of war, the chances are that they
will get scorched. If this 2 per cent. had
only behaved themselves they would not have
been interned, or deported, as some of them
have been and probably more will be.

Mzr. Carter: There was no evidence of
disloyalty.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Taylor.}
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Mr. TAYLOR: We have heard a good
deal about what the Federal Government
have been doing with regard to the deporta-
tion of these people. The poor old Federal
Government has been a splendid “joss” to
be walloped by hon. members opposite.

Mr. KirwaN: They were walloped by your
own people.

Mr. TAYLOR: I wish to quote the follow-
ing questions which were asked on this sub-
ject in the Federal Parliament, and the
answers given thereto. On 27th June last she
Federal “ Hansard” report states—

“ DEPORTATION OF ENEMY ALIENS.
“Mr. BrENNAN asked the Acting

Prime Minister, upon notice—

1. Is it a fact thas persons, members
of the white races, supposed to be of
what is termed enemy origin, and who
are married to natural-born British
subjects, are being deported or about
to be deported from Australia?

2. If so, have any such married
women declined to accompany their
husbands so forcibly deported, and
what, if anything, does the Govern-
ment propose to do, for the mainten-
ance of such women and the children
of such marriages?

“Mr. Warr: The answers to the hon.
member’s questions are as follows:—
1. Up till the present, there appears
to be no case where an enemy subject
domiciled in Australia, married to a
natural-born British subject, has been
deported.
2. See answer to No. 1.”
Mr. CartER: It is not true—there was one
up in my district.

Mr. TAYLOR: On 23rd July, the follow-
ing questions were asked in the Federal Par:
liament, as appears in the Federal
“ Hansard’—

¢ DEPORTATIONS.
‘“ CIRCULAR TO WIVES OF ENEMY ALIENS.
“ Mr. Tupor (for Mr. Higgs) asked
the Acting IPrime Minister, upon notice—

1. What were the instructions given
by the Government or its Minister or
Ministers under which the military
authorities sent a letter to wives of
aliens stating that it was possible their
husbands might be deported, and set-
ting forth the circumstances under
which the said wives and the Aus-
tralian-born children of enemy aliens
might be allowed to remain in Aus-
tralia ?

2. What was the most recent decision
of the Cabinet, the date and the terms
thereof, in regard to the deportation
of enemy aliens?

“Mr. GrooM: The answers are—

1. No instructions were given by the
Government or its Ministers authoris-
ing the sending of the letter referred
to, which was sent out by the district
authorities under a misapprehension.
The attention of the officers responsible
has been drawn to the error, and the
matter has been rectified. In cases,
however, where internees, or unin-
terned enemy aliens, have applied for
repatriation, and where internees have
been ordered to be deported, the wives
have been communicated with by the
district commandant to ascertain

{Mr. Taylor.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Address in Reply.

whether they desired
their hubsands.

2. The most recent decisions of the
Cabinet were authorising the appoint-
ment of a number of magistrates—
drawn from various States because of
their Jlocal knowledge—to sit as an
aliens board to deal with applications
from internees for permission to
remain in Australia, and the appoint-
ment of a committee of reference, con-
sisting of Judge Williams, Brigadier-
General R. I&. Williams, and Mr.
Teece, for the purpose of advising, on
such recommendation of the aliens
board as the Minister considers should
receive further review, also for the
purpose of securing a general uni-
formity of decisions.”

to accompany

(Sitting suspended from 6 p.m. to T p.m.}

Mr. TAYLOR (continuing):

In Federal ¢ Hansard’” of the 15th August,
the hon. member for Capricornia, Mr. Higgs,
is reported as moving the adjournment of
the House of Representatives to discuss a
question of importance, The yuestion had
reference to the deportation of the (ierirans,
and I would recommend every member on
both sides to read the whole of the debate.
There are 15 or 20 pages of it, and so I
cannot read it all, but I find that during
the course of the discussion the Acting
Prime Minister referred to the courts which
had been constituted in order that the Ger-
mans might have the trial which we have
been told in this Chamber they had ne
chance of getting, and in the course of his
remarks he said—

“By an instruction prepared by the
Commonwealth Crown Law Department,
the magistrates were directed to have
regard to the following conditions:—

“That the Commonwealth Government
has decided that in dealing with appeals,
the following considerations should guide
the magistrate : —

(i.) Whether the appellant has such
ties with the Commonwealth that he
is, or is likely soon to become, prac-
tlcally Australian; for instance, persons
within  the follovvmg classes might
usually, in the absence of strong
grounds to the contrary, be exempted
from repatriation :—

(a) Those whose wupbringing has
been Australian, e.g., persons of tem
years or more residence who came
to the Commonwealth when under
sixteen, persons of twenty years or
more residence who came to the
Commonwealth when under twenty.

(b) Persons over sixty years of age
who have been in British Territory
not less than twenty-five years.

(¢) Families of ten years or more
residence where the children, or
some of them, are not less than ten
and not more than eighteen years
of age, and have been or are going
to Australian schools, and are either
British born or English speaking.

(d) British-born women who have
married Germans, whether exempted
or not, and other women married
t;)) husbands exempted under (z) or
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(ii.) Whether the appellant’s sym-
pathies have been shown to be on the
side of the Allies.

(iii.) Whether owing to age, infirm-
ity, or other cause the appellant cannoct
be expelled without inhumanity.”

That was the recommendation made to the
magistrates who composed that particular
court in order that the Germans might have
a fair trial.

Mr, CarTER: Fair, do you call it?

Mr. TAYLOR : During the discussion Mr.
Higgs made several recommendations, and
to show that the Federal Government were
anxious to do a fair thing, I would point
out that he said this—

“The hon. member for Capricornia
has given us a series of suggestions other
than his proposal that there should be
an open trial. Some of these suggestions
have, for me, novel features, and I shall
see that they are recommended for the
consideration of the Acting Attorney-
Genera] (Mr. Groom) and the Acting
Minister for Defence (Senator Russell),
in order that we may determine how far
they are capable of adaptation to what
we consider to be safe principles.”

I fail to see anything unjust or inhuman
or unfair -in the Commonwealth Govern-
ment’s recommendation that those things
should be considered in connection with any
appeal that a German might make before
he was repatriated. I feel that a German
who was disloyval during the war is disloyal
now, and I feel satisfied that if any Govern-
ment attempted to do the fair thing the
Commonwealth Government have been doing

that in connection with the German internees

and deportees.
Mr. GunN: Here, the hon. member for
Port Curtis delivered a German speech.
Mr. Carter: Not a speech, an explana-
tion, but if I did T would not mind you
putting it into English and reading it.
Mr. Gunn: I do not know the language.
Mr. CarTER: I know you don’t. I am not
ashamed of it.

Mr. TAYLOR: It has been stated that
wives and children were torn away from
their husbands and fathers, and that general
cruelty and inhumanity were practised to-
wards these people. Every member of this
House knows perfectly well that in carrying
out the functions and duties of government
nob only to-day, but practically every day,
in our law courts, husbands are being taken
away from their wives and children and
gent to St. Helena and Boggo road.

Mr. CARTER: After fair trial.

Mr. Kmmwan: A trial by jury.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr., S1izER: You would be hanged if you
got the trial they get.

Mr. TAYLOR: In order that justice may
be done it is an absolute impossibility that
the innocent shall at all +times escape.
Suppose a man or a woman commits a
orime. Who suffers? Not only the indi-
vidual who has committed the offence, but
the friends and the relatives also suffer, and
it is quite impossible that anything else
should be done. I say here that the charge
that has been made against the Federal
Government is unfair, and is a charge that
should not have been made vin this House.
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Personally, I have sufficient confidence in
the personnel, even of the Ryan Govern-
ment or any Government in connection with
matters of national importance such as this,
to believe that they will endeavour to do
the fair and reasonable thing, and that they
will not act, as has been stated in this
Chamber, in an inhuman way to any indi-
vidual, be he German or British.

Mr. Carter: That is exactly what they
are doing. I say——

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. TAYLOR: There are a good many
things in the Governor’s Speech upon_ which
there is disagreement; but there is one
thing on which we all agree, We are all
gratified, as has been stated time and again
in this House, to know that the war is
concluded, and that it has been concluded
in favour of Great Britain and her allies.
With regard to the remarks that have been
made about the League of Nations, I take it
that the work of that conference has not been
finished yet. Even yet there may be estab-
lished a league of nations that will
endeavour, so far as it is possible, to see
that war shall be no more. To traduce the
leading men of the principal nations of the
world who met in the conference in France
to determine what the terms of peace should
be, and what Germany should pay, to impute
sinister motives to a band of men such as
that is “ over the odds’ altogether, and is
not a fair thing. I think that the men who
met in that conference were actuated by the
highest motives that could actuate any body
of men in any part of the world.

Another question that has been introduced
into this debate has been that of conscrip-
tion. We have been told that those who
advocated conscription are going down to
oblivion. Well, I am satisfied that we will
have a good many mates when we go down
to oblivion.

Mr. CirTER: You will have all your
friends down there warming it up for you.
(Laughter.)

Mr. TAYLOR: 1 take it that the first
and primal duty of any Government is the
preservation of the lives of the people, and
their second duty is the preservation of the
property of the people that comstitute the
State or HEmpire, wherever it may be. If
those be the main functions of a Government
—and I do not think anybody can dispute
it—I take it that the Government have a
right to call upon both, if the necessity
demands it. We are told that conscription
is undemocratic. Personally, I do not know
anything more democratic, and I feel T have
nothing to be ashamed of—and never will be
ashamed of anything in my action in connec-
tion with any conscription campaign. One
leading woman, speaking in Melbourne on
this subject during the first conscription cam-
paign, said, “ It were better that a man
should die that his country should live than
that a man should live and his country
die.”” That is a sentiment to which we can
all say, ‘‘ Hear, hear!”

Mr. Carrer: You wanted to make the
other fellow die.

Mr. TAYLOR: T think that it is & right,
a fitting, and a proper sentiment, particu-
larly so far as Australia and the people of
Australia are concerned.

A good deal has been said with regard to
the high cost of living. To my way of

Mr. Taglor.]
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thinking, three things have been contributing
to that condition of things in Queensland. The
first is lesser production, the next is strikes,
and the third profiteering.

Mr. CartEr: Your colleague, the member
for Burnett, said there was no profiteering,
that it was a myth,

Mr., TAYLOR: I wish the hon. member
would go home and sleep. (Laughter.)
There may be other causes, but I think
those are three things contributing to the
high cost of living at the present time. But,
notwithstanding that we know it is high,
nevertheless the fact remains that here in
Queensland, and Australia probably, we are
the most cheaply fed people in the world at
the present time. Our sugar is reasonable,
our bread is reasonable, and our meat is
reasonable. I think that is a matter that
we can congratulate ourselves on.

Mr. O’SvLLivaN: Because there is a Labour
Government here, -

Mr., TAYLOR : Now I wish to speak more
particularly of cultivated land. I am not
especially referring to the sugar-producing
area. Aboub twenty-five years ago—perhaps
more—the dairying industry was started in
Queensland, and during the intervening
twenty-live years that industry has con-
tinued to grow and increase.

Mr. PETERSON: Butb cultivation has gone
out. )

Mr. TAYLOR : While we are very pleased
to mnote that the dairying industry has
increased in Queensland, still simultaneously
with the growth of that industry the cultiva-
tion of land on those particular farms
engaged in dairying has not expanded or
increased to the extent it should have done.
There has been a larger home consumption
to maintain the stock on the farm, and the
consequence has been a lessened production
has been grown to be sent to the cities and
towns. The consequence is that we are reap-
ing the harvest of higher prices through the
very fact that the production of the farm is
largely being consumed in connection with
the dairy.

Mr. PrrersoN: The farmer used to get
£1 10s. per ton for his lucerne.

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes; and he used to get
2s. per bushel for his maize; but that does
not alter what I am saying—that the culti-
vation of land has not increased to the same
extent it should have done with the growth
of the dairying industry. Until such time
as that extra cultivation takes place prices
will continue to rule high. Take the matter
of maize-growing. At the time I am speak-
ing about, the maize-growing area of Queens-
land was the Darling Downs. To-day, so far
as maize production is concerned, it is prac-
tically a back number. The Darling Downs
does not grow anything like the quantity of
maize that it grew twenty years ago. Maize
production has gone out, and dairying has
taken its place. The opening up of the North
Coast and the extension of railways into the
North Coast districts to Rockhampton, and
the opening up of Kingaroy, has brought
those areas into cultivation, and a con-
siderable amount of maize is produced from
those particular areas. But the extra
growth there has only amounted to what
used to be cultivated on the Darling Downs.

Mr. PrrErsoN: Three years ago a farmer
on the Dawson Valley got only 1s. 6d. per
bushel for his maize. Would you ask him to
continue that?

[Mr. Taylor.
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Mr. TAYLOR: The matter is a serious
one, and should engage the serious atten-
tion of every member of this House. It is
the duty of every member to consider how
to increase production in this State. I cer-
tainly think that in certain directions in the
growth of maize and in the growth of lucerne
and potatoes Queensland excels, but we want
those areas increased. Until we get the cul-
tivable areas increased so long will we have
no spell of high prices.

Mr. PrTErRsoN: Will you assist the pro-
ducer by seeing that he gets a reasonable
price for his products?

Mr. TAYLOR: Every time. We hear a
good deal of talk about a fair and reason-
able price, and about the fixation of prices.
I will give hon. members opposite en
example of what has occurred during the
last few months. I will take a humble
article of food which is used for human con-
sumption and for cattle food—that is, the
pumpkin. few months ago pumpkins
were quoted at £25 per ton. Why? Be-
cause there were practically none available.
To-day pumpkine are worth £4 per ton
There was no fixation of prices so far as
pumpkins were concerned. With the extra
production extra quantities became avail-
able, and the price dropped from £25 to £4
per ton. Can hon. members opposite
explain that? There was no price fixed for
it, and yet the law of supply end demand
regulated it so that to-day they are worth
£4 per ton.

Mr. PerersoN: Should not a farmer get a
reasonable price for his product?

Mr. TAYLOR: Wheat has been to all in-
tents and purposes, so far as Queensland is
concerned, a failure. For the past ten or
fifteen years we have not had five good
scasons throughout the whole State. It is
time we dropped the wheat failure. We
have been trying for twenty-five or thirty
years to grow wheat, and it is time we
dropped it and got on to something which
will ‘enable the producer to get something
for his labour. We had a little drop of
rain yesterday, and we were all very glad
to see it, because we know that it will do &
lot of good. All the same, we know that
winter rains are absolutely necessary in
Queensland year in and year out for the
successful production of wheat. Hon. mem-
bers must admit that during the last ten or
fifteen years the climatic conditions in this
State have undergone a considerable change.
There was a time when, with a certainty,
it could be said that Queensland would
have a wet season, and when we had a wet
season it would be followed by a real good
winter and a real good season throughout
the State. But now, as hon. members must
know, the seasons which we used to call
normal seasons have become abnormal:
To get a good wet season and a good harvest
is becoming abnormal in Queensland. In
order to combat these seasons it is necessary
to have an increased acreage under cultiva-
tion so as to make up for the deficient
supply which seems to be taking place year
after year throughout the whole State. Re-
gulation of prices may be a factor in reduc-
ing the cost of living, but increased pro-
duction, which lessens cost, will solve the
problem more speedily and efficiently. I am
satisfied that, so far as profiteering is con-
cerned, increased production will sound
the death knell of any profiteer. It is when
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supplies become limited that prices go up.
When there are small supplies on hand that
is the time the profiteer can put in his fine
work. Increased production will get over
the difficulty and do more than all the
fixation of prices that any Government may
propose to introduce. With regard to strikes,
we are all pleased to know that the shipping
strike is over. It has been a long strike
and a big struggle, but it is a strike that
should not have taken place at all.

OrrosiTiON MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. TAYLOR : Notwithstanding that there
may be a good deal to be said in favour of
the seamen in this dispute, I still contend
that that strike should not have taken place.
The necessary machinery was there, and it
only wanted to be put into use to put an
end to the strike. If that machinery had
been put into action, no doubt what the
seamen are getting to-day they would have
got three months ago. The hon. member for
Brisbane stated the other day that the con-
ditions under which the British and American
seamen were working were superior and
better than those of the Australian seamen.

Mr. Kmrwav: I say it again.

Mr. TAYLOR: While the British and
American seamen may be getting more wages
than the Australian scamen, the fact remains
that they work three days a week more than
are worked by the Australian seamen. The
Australian seamen work eight hours a day
while the British and American seamen work
twelve hours a day. I challenge the hon.
member for Brisbane to refute that state-
ment.

Mr. Corrixs: What is the accommodation
like?

Mr. TAYLOR: 1 am just pointing out
that the British and American seamen work
twelve hours a day.

Mr. STOPFORD: Are you advocating twelve
hours a day for seamen?

Mr. TAYLOR: No, I am not advocating
swelve hours a day for seamen. The hon.
member for Brisbane said certain things, and
I am pointing out that he did not state
everything.

Mr. Kirwax: I did not say anything that
was untrue, at any rate.

Mr. TAYLOR: I did not say that you
did. T contend that the Federal Government
are not to blame for the strike.

Mr. Corrixs: Whom do you blame?

Mr. TAYLOR: I blamc the
{Government laughter.)

Mr. CorriNs: Of course, you do.

Mr. TAYLOR: From the commencement
of this strike the Federal Government have
been negotiating with the seamen the whole
time. They had numerous conferences and
interviews, and did all they could to fix the
matter up. The Federal Government did
not attempt to man the boats by any free
labour, or any other kind of labour. They
showed their willingness on every occasion
to meet these men, and discussed matters so
that an amicable settlement could be arrived
at. Hon. members opposite know perfectly
well that the seamen have been fighting each
other in the various States during the whole
period as to what they should do and what
they should not do. So far as the Federal
Government are concerned, I consider that
they acted splendidly throughout the struggle,
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and if the men had only accepted the advice
of some of their leaders the strike would have
been ended months ago. It was stated that
the “Kadina ” was offered to the Queensiand
Government in the carly days of the strike
if the Government would undertake to see
that the vessel was supplied with coal, but
the Queensland Government could not give
that guarantee. Then we have the spectacle
of the “Allinga,” controlled by the Govern-
ment. Why was she tied up at the wharves
all the time?

Mr. Surra: Noj; she is controlled by the
Adelaide Company.

Mr. TAYLOR : I thought this Government

governed? 1 thoughi this Government had
control?
Mr. Stoprorp: We thought the Federal

Government governed until the ships stopped.

Mr. TAYLOR: I thought the Queensland
Government would have sent that boat to
Townsville with flour. We find that it was
the Commonwealth (Government which seng
the ** Chillagoe” with foodstuffs to Quecens-
land during the strike. The Queensland
Government sent the ** Musgrave” to Towns-
ville on one occasion. Why did they not
continue to send the *Musgrave” to the
North instead of sending the ** Remora’ and
other smaller craft? The Government should
have kept the “ Musgrave’ going to the
North with foodstuffs. Vet hon. members
opposite scream at the Federal Government
for not having done this and that when their
own Government has failed in connection
with the whole matter. My opinion is that
Queensland—and Australia, too, for thad
matter—wants to take off its coat and get to
work.

Mr. Corrixs: Well, take off "your coat and
get to work!

Mr. Harrrey: You mean that the worker
should take off his coat and the profiteer
keep it on?

Mr. TAYLOR: We all work.

Mr, Carrer: Work points. (Laughter.)

Mr. TAYLOR: I am not so good at work-
ing points as the hon. member. He is the
best pointer in the House. So far as Aus-
tralia and Queensland is concerned, hon.
members know that there is plenty of work
in Queensland and very fair and favourable
conditions at the present time if the people
would only get to work. Queensland, at the
present time, is missing the opportunity of
its life. There is every opportunity owing
to the prices our primary products are bring-
ing in other parts of the world to make a
name for ourselves and the industries of the
State, but on account of the strikes and
trouble that are taking place it is really &
break on progress and it is preventing the
wheels of industry from going round as they
have a right to go, and as they should go.
With regard to the Arbitration Court, there
has been a good deal said about the Arbi-
tration Court. Can it be truthfully said by
the workers of Queensland that the Arbitra-
tion Court has failed in this State?

My, CoLLins: Yes.

Mr. WHITFORD : Absolutely.

Mr. TAYLOR : It seems to me that there
is only one part of Queensland where the
Arbitration Court may have failed, and that
is in Townsvillee Why did it fail there?
Because the Government did not stand behind
the Arbitration Court when it should have

Mr. Taglor.]
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one. If the Government had done that, we
would not have had the trouble that we have
wgob to-day. We know when the railway
strike broke out in the North that that was
the commencement of the trouble. We have
had a continuance of that policy ever since,
and so long as the Government act in the
way they have been doing, we will have a
continuance of that policy. It cannot be said
by any hon. member here, that the judges
of the Arbitration Court in Queensland, or
Mr. Justice Higgins, of the Federal Arbitra-
tion Court, are biassed in favour of the
employers. Not a single man in this Chamber

can get up and say that such is
[7.30 p.m.] the case. We know they are not.

I take it that the judges have
been eminently fair right throughout the
whole piece and yet hon. members get up
and say that the Arbitration Court has
failed. I say it has not failed. And we have
no evidence of failure in the State of Queens-
land at the present time. What have the
men to lose by the Arbitration Court?
Before any body of men take their case into
the Arbitration Court it is a foregone con-
clusion, absolutely and entirely, that the
men will have nothing taken away from
them, but that they will have something
given to them. It is quite unthinkable that
any award could be made by the Arbitration
Court of Queensland which would state that
any surplus wages paid to the employees
should be refunded to the employers, but in
the retrospective awards which are made
by the court the employers are compelled
to pay retrospective money to the employees,
if the court so directs. Yet the men flout
the court, treat the agreement as if it were
a scrap of paper with which they have noth-
ing to do, and with which they have no
concern whatever, We are quite prepared
to admib that there arc anomalies in con-
nection with the Arbitration Court. There
are anomalies in connection with any court.
There are anomalies in every direction, and
it is the duty of the people to correct these
anomalies. We should give the Arbitration
Court a fair chance, and that is what is not
being done in Queensland to-day. There is
a constitutional way of dealing with the
matter, and if other than cdnstitutional
means of dealing with difficulties as
they arise are adopted, then the law will
be thrust on one side and we shall have
chaos continuously, the same as we have it
at the present time.

Profiteering, as we know, is a glib phrase
and we hear of it everywhere, yet, as I said
a few minutes ago, there is probably no place
in the whole world where living is cheaper
than it is in Queensland at the present time.
If the profiteer were doing the tremendous
damage which it has been said in this
Chamber he has been doing in Queensland
and in Australia, the figures in connection
with the Savings Bank would not have been
as favourable as they are. I take it, if there
is anything which is a fair eriterion of what
the people are doing and what they are
saving, 1t is our Savings Bank, and I would
like hon. members to take notice of the.e
figures. The Savings Bank balances at the
end of 1908-9 amounted to £5,158,219: an
average per customer of £48 7s. 6d. There
was a steady rise during the following years
until we come to the year 1917-18. ’

Mr. Sroprorp: That is when the war loan
came oub.

Mr. TAYLOR: I would like the hon.
member to listen to these figures, as he may

[Mr. Taylor.
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learn something that will do him good. At
the end of 1917-18 the deposits in the Savings
Bank had risen to £13,000,000.

Mr. Corrixs: Marvellous!

Mr. TAYLOR: It is marvellous. The
average per depositor was £56 odd. In these
figures no account is taken of the amount
of money at deposit in the Federal Savings
Bank, nor yet any account taken of the
amount of money drawn from these banks
to invest in the various war loans of Aus-
tralia. Surely, if the people had been ground
down and crushed by profiteering in these
few short years they would not have been
able to increase their savings by mnearly
£8,000,000! Those figures show exactly what
has taken place, and in the State Savings
Bank of Queensland there are 240,000 accounts
—about one-third of the whole of the people
of the State, including the babies, have
accounts. Surely profiteering has not worked
any great injury. I am quite prepared to
admit that in some countries it has, but, so
far as Australia is concerned, I do not think
it has worked anything like the injury that
hon. members opposite would like us to
believe. At the same time, I say profiteering
should be curbed and guarded, and quite
apart from the Labour party, that is the
opinion of every member of this Chamber.
We are told that for the year ended 30th
June, 1919, Australia imported goods to the
value of £99,000,000 and exported goods to
the value of £113,000,000. It is a regrettable
fact that we have to import goods to the
value of £99,000,000, and I feel satisfied
that if it were not for the industrial troubles
which exist at the present time throughout
Australia, that instead of importing
£99,000,000 worth of goods as we did for the
year 1919, we should have imported probably
only about £50,000,000; and we should have
been able to export the finished article, as
we have a right to do. It is up to every
man in this country to see how it is possible
to increase our manufactures so that we
shall not only- be a self-supporting country.
able to supply our own wants, but also able
to help in supplying the wants of other
countries. We find in Australia to-day
buyers from America, Burope, and Great
Britain operating in our primary products
which are taken across the sea and returned
to us in the way of made-up goods. That
should not be. Take our own State of
Quecensland. I dare say if it were possible
to get the figures we should find that we
were probably importing from the Southern
States 50 per cent. of the boots used in
Queensland. What is the explanation of it?
Why should that be? My own opinion is
that the opportunities for manufacture in the
State of Queensland were never better than
they are to-day. We should tackle the
problem fairly and squarely, and not come
into this Chamber or go to outside organisa-
tions and talk about working six hours a day
and spend the rest of the time on squatters’
chairs. We are never going to maintain
ourselves and compete with the other coun-
tries of the world by working six hours a day.

Another matter in the Governor’s Speech
which has caused a considerable amount of
discussion is the abolition of the Legislative
Council.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
her go!

Mr. TAYLOR: I have not been in this
Chamber a very great length of time, but I
have been here long enough to find out that,

Let
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in introducing legislation in this Chamber,
very great cave is taken prior to its intro-
duction, while it is passing through, and
when it is sent along to another Cham-
ber, in order to see, so far as we possibly
can, that before it is placed on the statute-
book it is effective and that it will work well
when put into active operation. But affer
it has left this Chamber, and after it has
left the other Chamber, it is not finished
with. We have our courts to interpret it,
and we then find difficulties even after all
the trouble that has been taken. And we
fnd that the time of each session is taken
up, to a greater or lesser degree, in amend-
ing Aects passed in a previous session of
Parliament. If you are going to have only
cone Chamber, how are you going to get on
with your legislation? The whole of the
session is going to be taken up with amend-
ing faulty legislation passed in previous
gessions. Then, we have an Unemployment
Bill. Something, certainly, has to be done
with regard to unemployment; but whether
an Unemployment Bill is going to solve the
problem is a difficult matter to tell. We
know perfectly well that every unemployed
man is a charge on the community, and if
we can possibly find some avenue by which
that man shall be continuously emploved it
will be a far better scheme than by a system
of insurance, allowing him to remain unem-
ployed. We should try and keep our people
employed. It is no credit to Australia that
it is necessary to have an Unemployment
Bill at this stage of its development. When
the Bill comes before us we shall know a
tittle more about it. Another measure which
should be advantageous is the Fire Brigades
Bill. As I understand the present conditions
with regard to the fire brigade, when a
brigade in any locality becomes gazetted
it 18 the method for the Government to pay
one-third of the maintenance of that brigade,
the local authority intcrested to pay one-
third, and the insurance companies to pay
one-third. I think it ought to be the other
way about—the ‘Insurance companies to pay
two-thirds, and not the local authority and
the Government—because they are practically
one and the same. Considering it is the
insurance companies which derive the greatess
benefit, it would be an excellent thing if a
Bill were introduced throwing the greater
responsibility for the maintenance of existing
brigades on to them, and not on to the
Government or the local authority.

There is one measure which I have not
heard a single member on the Covernment
side talk about. I do not know whether they
are ashamed of it. It is the eighteen-year-
old vote. They have besn religiously silent
on that. TLook at the Treasury benches at
the present time. Fancy eighteen-year-old
boys sitting along there! Fancy an eighteen-
yoar-old boy in your chair, Mr. Speaker, as
well as on the benches, and filling all the
responsible positions in society to-day! To
be consistent, how can hon. members say it
is not a fair and a proper thing, if you are
going to_ give them full citizen rights and
the franchise at eighteen years of age, to put
them on the Treasury benches, and in the
highest positions in the land?

Mr. LarcoMBeE: VYour own Government
started it in the Federal sphere.
Mr. TAYLOR: Youth is a splendid thing,

Mr. CorriNs: When they went to the front
you admired them.

[26 Avucust.]

Address in Reply. 371

Mr, TAYLOR: Youth builds castles in the
air and rears them up to a splendid height.
As years go by and the castle comes toppling
down without any great injury to him who
built it or to anyone else, they find things
are very different from what they thought
when they were eighteen years of age. As
we go through life we must admit that, as
we gain in years to a certain period, we gain
in knowledge and experience. Experience
cannot be gained by eighteen-year-old boys
and girls. When 1 look at the Treasury
benches and see the hon. gentlemen who fill
those positions, I ask myself, “Are they
serious? Do they really mean it? Are they
honest in their intention to bring in a vote
for eighteen-year-old boys and girls? ’—men
with grown-up families, who know what their
children are like at eighteen years of age.
I do not decry youth, but I think that if ever
it was a case of legislation gone mad it is
in connection with fthis proposal of an
cighteen-year-old franchise.

Mr. SroprorD: They were good enough to
stop a bullet, if you had had your way.

Mr. TAYLOR: Another matter in the
Governor’'s Speech which I think s a very
good thing is that referring to reafforestation.
There has been a tremendous rise in the cost
of timber all over the world. It is so in
Queensland, and it is likely to remain. It is
only by an active system of reafforestation
that it can be combated. If we have more
timber grown we shall partially solve this
question of the high cost of living. As long
as we denude our forests as we have been
doing in past years, so long will the cost of
building material continue to rise.

Mr. Corrins: That is the only good thing
you have said to-night.

Mr. TAYLOR: I thank the hon. gentle-
man. There is another thing which will
commend itself to most of us in this Cham-
ber, and that is in connection with the
aboriginals in this country. I feel certain
that members on both sides of the ¥ouse are
of the opinion that we have mnot done as
much as we might in connection with our
aboriginals, We are quite prepared to admit
that we have done a good deal; but when
we think of the conditions of quite a lot of
these people at the present time, any legis-
lation to better their condition which can
be introduced should be introduced. I desire
now only to express the hope that during the
session the legislation which will be intro-
duced will be in the best interests of the
whole of the people of Queensland, not on
class-conscious lines for one party only.

OrposiTiox MEeMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. D. RYAN (Towasville): 1 was very
pleased to hear the" declaration which fell
from the hon, member for Windsor on the
increased prosperity of the people of Queens-
land, as disclosed by the Savings Bank
deposits. I congratulate the hon. gentleman
on his discovery. At the same time I con-
gratulate the Government on bringing about
such a splendid result, and I hope that a
continuance of that administration will
further increase the prosperity of the people.
I do not think I should have been taking
any part in this debate were it not for what
I might call the indecent zeal of the
opponents of the Government in their en-
deavour to shift the responsibility for the
food shortage in the North on to the
shoulders of the present Government, instead
of condemning those who really were
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responsible for the situation. As a member
of a Northern constitueney, who was in con-
stant touch with the Government, I think it is
only proper for me to stand up in my place
in this House and declare that the Govern-
ment did everything possible to send food to
the people who wcre on the verge of
starvation in the North,

GOVERNMENT MEeEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. D. RYAN: The matter of the food
situation has been wilfully and grossly mis-
represented. The distress was brought about
through the perversity of the Federal Go-
vernment. -

Mr. Corrins: Hear, hear!

Mr. D. RYAN: The State Government
did everything possible—in the first place to
prevent the situation arising, and in the next
place to transport food there in a very try-
ing and critical time. The situation was
the result of the action of the Common-
wealth Government in refusing to charter
to the State Government ships which
were in Brisbane, with a view to conveyiug
food to the people who were starving in the
North. For some time previous to this hold-
up the Federal Government harassed Queens-
land and its Government through their
quarantine regulations with regard to ship-
ping. Even the Press of Brisbane compli-
mented the Acting Premier at that time on
the stand which he took; but as it did not
suit the policy of the Opposition, and of
those people opposed to the State Govern-
ment, the attitude of praise was changed to
one of condemnation, and there was an
attempt made to shift the responsibility on
to the State Government. It is now, how-
ever, a matter of great satisfaction—and I
speak feelingly as a Northern member—that
the late deplorable strike has came to an
end. The seamen had very grave cause for
the action which they tock, and if the-Com-
monwealth Government had exercised ordi-
nary reasonableness, the distress, misery, and
unemployment which resulted from the strike
would not have occurred. It is another
instance of the Commonwealth Government,
because a trial of political strength is at
hand, callously reducing the country to want,
misery, and unemployment in order to serve
its own selfish purpose. The Commonwealth
Government could have prevented all this
trouble, but they chose to indulge in a hold-
up of transport and industry, with a desire
to hurt unionism and to terrorise the workers
of Australia. The advocates of this mad
policy of terrorism and spoliation have made
every effort to condemn and disparage the
seamen. They told the people that the Arbi-
tration Court was open to the seamen, but
they knew that the scamen could not go to
the Arbitration Court because of a previous
appeal to the High Court by the employers.
I do not regard the Arbitration Court as the
end-all of industrial disputes, neither do I
look upon it as adequate machinery for settling
and adjusting industrial disagreements. There
iz a great weakness in the Arbitration Court.
Whereas it can fix the price of labour as a
commodity, it cannot fix the price of the
commodities that labour produces; conse-
quently, while it requires the worker to work
for the price it fixes, in the meantime the
employers can raise the price of the goods
he produces, thus lowering the wages. The
employers have every time tried to defeat
the award of the court. They have done it
by two methods—one by appealing to the
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High Court for e prohibition, whenever s
favourable decision has been obtained by the
workers, and the other by raising the prices
of commodities. They may choose one
method or the other; but they usually chooss
both. The claims of the seamen were emi-
nently reasonable. The shipping industry ic
flourishing, and the wealthy corporations of
shipowners are in a position to meet those
claims without any financial strain to them-
selves; but the main fact is that the ship-
owners are a greedy craft, and are allied
with other heartless profiteers who, through
the advantages obtained from the war, are
leagued in an Imperial capitalistic partner-
ship, and who see in the League of Natione
a grand directorate of capitalism, one of ths
duties of which will be to provide a safe-
guard against democracy and labour unrest
The shipping interests are confined to a few
close rings united in the more pleasing name
of the “shipping conference.” Four or five
magnates in the old country run the ships of
Great Britain. They rule the groups, which
combine and extend to Australia. I will give
a list of names to show how these combines
operate in Australia. The Furness-Withy
group is one of the most powerful and pre-
fitable enterprises in the world. 8ir Owen
Phillips wields a control even more power-
ful. Then, there is what is known as the
Inchcape group, which has a big interest for
Australians. At the present time the Inch-
cape group controls the bulk of the Aus-
tralian, New Zealand, South Sea Islands.
and Australian-Pacific trade, in addition to
a considerable proportion of coastel traffic.
This group, including its associated feeder
lines, operates 9,000,000 tons of shipping in
the Australian trade. If we follow this we
find how they bottle up Australian trade.
The Inchcape group consists directly of the
Inchcape-Peninsular and Orient_ring, Orient
Steam Navigetion Company, Union Steam-
ship Company, British India Company,
Federal Company, New Zealand Company,
and apparently Burns, Philp, and Co. A
cablegram appearing in the Press on 3rd
July, 1916, said—

“The Peninsular and Orient Stears
Navigation Company have acquired
thirty-one vessels of the New Zealand
and Federal lines, closely working with
the British India lines. The Peninsular
and Orient fleet now numbers 226
steamers with 1,386,689 tons.”

Another cablegram supplies further evidence .
of how trade has become bottled up in the
interests of these combinations. It is dated
25th May, 1916, and states—

“ A provisional agreement has been
made for the amalgamation of the
Cunard shipping line with the Common-
wealth and Dominion shipping lines
The Cunard thus extends its influence te
Australia and New Zealand.”

Tt is interesting to observe how those.groups
dovetail into the colossal combine. The
Morgan combine controls the Furness, White
Star, Shaw-Saville, Leyland, Atlantie
Transport and Dominion lines, including the
International. A New York cablegram,
dated 20th May last, said—

“ A British syndicate offered to buy
apparently a portion, if not all, of the
whole of this group, and offered some-
thing like £46,000,000.”

So we see how the greedy grasp of the ship-
ping octopus has fastened round Australie.
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{t is something that has come out of the war.
The war was fought for democracy, we are
told. These shipping magnates have no time
for arbitration, but are champions of direct
action and what hon. members opposite call,
when indulged in by the workers, brute
force. Let us see how the shipping com-
bines, commonly called *the shipping con-
ference,” can 1indulge in direct action or
brute force themsclves. A little while ago
the Commonwealth Government procured
some ships to trade to Australia, or to do
some other trading in the meantime., At the
end of the war how did the shipping con-
ference treat Government enterprise where
it interfered with their interests? A few
weeks ago we had this cablegram from
London—

“The  Commonwealth Government
steamwship  line. in accordance with a
promise given by Prime Minister
Hughes to the Anglo-Australian mer-
chants. and traders, is offering shippers
extra inducements to avail themselves of
its facilities, but shipping circles declare
they are undisturbed by the concessions
offered.”

The shipping conference determined to con-

§inue the boycott against Government enter-

prise. That was an instance of their direct

ection and brutal force. That was at the

termination of the war. But a

[8 p.m.] further cable which appeared in

.. the daily Press last Monday shows

how eusily the shipping conference shift their

ovil deeds on to the seamen. Yesterday’s
sable, dated Friday, said— :

. ““Considerable comment has been made
in shipping circles in London that the
seamen’s strike is affecting seriously the
Commonwealth line of steamships. It
is pointed out that in consequence of the
employment by the line of seamen with
a home port in Australia— "

A suggestion to employ coloured foreigners,
I presume— )

“ twenty-two ships are held up in Aus-
tralian ports, whereas oversea vessels
are moving freely round the coast.”

There is a peculiar cast in the features of
that cablegram. Strange that all those ships
with foreign crews are moving round Aus-
tralia and we know nothing of them. But,
perhaps, they are phantom ships that keep
on gailing and stop nowhere. Isn’t it strange
--30 much concern for a line so recently boy-
cotted by the same shipping circle? The
steamship owners who boycotted the Com-
monwealth Government’s line of steamers
are now throwing the responsibility for what
ha; occurred on the scamen of Australia.
.With regard io the conveyance of foodstuffs
to the people of the North, I am very pleased
that the hon. member for Windsor alluded
% the ““ Allinga.” The Government of this
State endeavoured to get ships to take food
#o North Queensland, but owing to the action
of the Comptroller of Shipping they were pre-
vented from getting ships for that purpose.
With  reference to the holdup of the
“ Allinga” by the Adelaide Steamship Com-
pany, I would point out that although the
* Allinga™ was chartered by the State Go-
vernment, the vessel was managed by the
Adelaide Steamship Company, and that a
dispute arcse between the crew and the
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Adelaide Steamship Company—not between
the crew and the Government. That dispute
concerned a steward with whom' some of the
crew refused to sail. The Adelaide Steam-
ship Company, instead of removing that
steward, preferred to allow hundreds of
women and children in North Queensland to
starve through the vessel’s not sailing. I have
made inquiries regarding the dispute be-
tween the steward and the rest of the crew,
and those inquiries reveal the fact that the
refusal of the crew to sail on the ¢ Allinga’
was due entirely to the chief steward—
Loughlin is his name—and his action in
refusing .to supply the usual stores and neces-
sary food equal in quantity and quality to
the amount allowed on all coastal vessels.
The record of this steward is an unenviable
one, and wherever he has been employed
there has been trouble as a result of his
mothods in half-starving the crew. Prior
to being appointed to the s.s. ‘ Allinga’
he was employed on one of the boats of the
North Coast Comnany, and, strange to say,
the crew refused to sail with him on the
second trip, making a similar complaint to
that made by the crew of the s.s. ‘ Allinga,”
with the result that the company, to save
further trouble, put him ashore. He was also
employed on the s.s. ¢ Urilla,”” and similar
trouble resulted on this boat. He was then
appointed to the ss. * Allinga,” with the
result that the crew had to complain of
insufficient food. When the crew worked
overtime he refused to supply the usual
supper which is the customary allowance on
all coasting boats, but on an appeal to the
chief engineer the men secured justice. He
also refused to supply the usual ““ black pan,”
which, in seafaring language, is a meal sup-
plied to men who happened to be working
during the meal hour, and are compelled to
wait until they are relieved to have their
meals. He alsc refused to supply the usual
allowance of butter, but on the complaint
of the crew this was allowed. It is a well-
known fact that he never took aboard the
s.s. “ Allinga” the usual amount of stores
that are generally allowed for a crew of the
number manning the boat in question. The
hon. member for Mirani a few nights ago
complained that the Government were not
securing ships to go to the North.

Mr. SwayNe: I said they might send a
great many more ships than they were doing.

Mr. D. RYAN: The hon. member accused
the Government of neglect, and complained
that ships were not being sent to the North.
At the time he was reminded that he had
asked for machinery to be sent in one of
the boats which was conveying foodstuffs to
the North, but the hon. member did not say
anything about the boats of profiteers being
chartered for conveying something else
besides foodstuffs to the North. In order to
throw some light on this matter I shall quote
an extract from the ¢ Daily Standard’ of
the 15th of the present month. It reads as
follows : —-

‘“ Beer FIRsT.
“ THE STARVING NORTH.
“ Flour @ Mere Detadl.

* From to-day the people of Townsville
are without flour. They are virtually
living on starvation rations, and famine
literally stares them in the face. The
State Government has made splendid
efforts to relieve the situation, but for
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some time past the 25,000 people in
Townsville have been living from hand
to mouth. Now all flour supplies are
exhausted,. the people are without the
staff of life, and as in all acute food
shortages there is a tendency for them
to become panicky.

“In this alarming state of affairs, with
the shipping strike still continuing and
no immediate prospect of relief for
Townsville, it will surely come as a great
shock to the people of Queensland to
learn that a small trading vessel mamed
the ‘Maroro,” usually plying between
Sydney and New Zealand, is at present
loading at John Burke’s wharf, South
Brisbane, hundreds of casks of beer for
the starving population of the North!

“She is certainly carrying some general
cargo, but on the wharf there was a
long vista of beer barrels. The whole
wharf seemed fto be covered with casks
of the precious liquor, and presented an
appearance of the morning after the
night before on a glorious and exag-
gerated scale.

“ An occasional sack of flour was being
loaded in, as if it had no right to be
there. There were also some tons of
empty bags, ostensibly for the sugar
mills, but probably to collect the °dead
marines’ after the North has recovered.
Some condensed milk, potatoes, and
onions appeared to complete the ship-
ment. The vessel leaves to-day, appar-
ently to relieve the unreported beer
famine, instead of taking a full carzo
of foodstuffs.

*“There was once a time when the
people asked for bread and were given
a stone, In these modern days they are
asking for bread and are given beér.

“In this connection Alderman Burke,
of the South Brisbane Council, under
whose wgis the boat has been loading,
naively remarked, when approached by a
representative of the ‘ Daily Standard,’
that beer was food! The vessel is going
direct to_ Cairns—perhaps she will drop
overboard a couple of casks of liquid
food as she passes Townsville.”

Commenting on that, a bright little paper
called ** The Strengtﬁ of Empire” states—

“¢The Daily Standard’s’ disclosure of
Saturday last that private enterprise, as
instanced in the case of the ‘Maroro,’
was sending beer to feed the starving
thousands of the North, has caused
general amazement, The matter was
referred to by the Premier in Parlia-
ment last night, and some strong refer-
ences have been made to the matter in
the form of resolutions passed by various
temperance bodies. )

" But this journal is now in a position
to state that the ¢ Maroro® is not the only
beer ship which has left under the wgls
of private enterprise. Recently another
boat, the ‘Porpoise,” left for Mackay
laden with almost a full cargo of the
precious liquid, and it is stated that
other and larger vessels have also carried
the same form of *food’ And in the
meantime the people beyond Rockhamp-
ton are without bread and flogr.”

Yesterday we read in the newspapers that
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some attempt had been made to damage the
“Porpoise,” and it was said that she was
engaged in carrying foodstuffs to the North,
and had made several trips with foodstuffs
for the starving people of the North. Thaz
is what * Strength of Empire” says—that

the “ Porpoise” was engaged in carryiag
liquor.

Mr. CorLins: Where to? .

Mr. D. RYAN: To the XNorth—to
Mackay.

Mr. SwaynNe: Tell us how the State hote!
at Babinda got its beer.

Mr. Fry: They got it on the * Porpoise”
that they are talking about.

Mr. D. RYAN: I was drawing attention
to the indignant wrath of the hon. member
for Mirani in denouncing the Government
for not sending food North and having some
few tons of pipes in a boat for ballast, when
at the same time he did not denounce the
private companies who were carrying liguor
and not foodstuffs. We hear a very greas
deal about the North—its affairs, its people,
and its troubles. It is quite a fashionable
subject of discussion down here, particularly
Townsville. * What is wrong with Towns-
ville?” people are asking. It is not a ques-
tion of what is wrong with Townsville, but
* What is wrong with the world ?”’ There is
nothing more wrong with Townsville than
there was at Merivale street, nothing more
wrong with Townsville than there was in
Melbourne, where the Premicr of the State
of Victoria stopped an ink bottle. There is
nothing more wrong with Townsville than
there was with Perth.

Mr. Corrins: Or Fremantle.

Mr. D, RYAN: Or Fremantle. There is
nothing more wrong with Townsville than
there was with Sydney a couple of years age
when the military were called out; nothing
more wrong with Townsville than a3
Hughenden, where the squatters ran amok.

Hon. J. G. Apper: It has advanced sinee

then.

Mr. D. RYAN: Yes, it has. It has ad-
vanced till it is the second port in the
Commonwealth. Townsville is a large sea-
port town, a port of exchange for North
Australia. People are always going through,
and consequently there is a great number of
strangers there, just as in other shipping
towns, but there has been no more trouble in
Townsville than there has been anywhere
else, not a bit more trouble. The people of
Townsville are just as orderly as any other
Australians; they are just as industrious as
any other Australians; they are just as loyal
as any other Australians, and they are juss
as courageous as any other Australians, and
they are prepared to fight for their rights
and stand up for what they want in Towns-
ville just the same as in other parts of
Australia.

Mr. Guxy: No other part of Australia has
got the " Tree of Knowledge.”

Mr. D. RYAN: A little knowledge mighy
be a dangerous thing to the hon. member. It
might be well if he went to Townsville, and
got a little more. “ Drink deep, or touch
not the Pierian spring.” In Queensland we
have the American beef trust, and wherever
the American beef trust makes its horge
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there is to be found a trouble with the
workers. A great deal of criticism has been
levelled at the men in the meatworks, Those
men are just as good as any other men in
Australia. They come from all parts of
Australia, and they come from various occu-
pations. They ill various other positions when
they are not there, if they can get work in the
off season. There are seasonal occupations in
Townsville, and a great many men are
thrown out of employment when those oceu-
pations cease. Many find work at the meat-
works. Those men have to contend with
the Yankee beef trust. We know that in
America, the great home of the Yankee beef
trust, it is not a case of direct action on
the part of the men in order to get their
vights, There is no question of arbitration.
When the men of the Yankeec Dleef trust
assert their rights they are shot down by
gunmen and others hired for the purpose—
which the law permits—and that is onc of
the reasons why we find that wherever the
Yankee beef trust makes its home there is
trouble between them and the workers of Aus-
tralia.  Another charge levelled against
Townsville is that it is the asylum of
foreigners, of Russians, Greeks, Italians, and
others, but that statement is no more true
of Townsville than of Brisbane and some
other parts of Australia. Who is responsible
for bringing to Queensland these foreigners
who are so much denounced at the present
time? Quite recently the Italians were our
honoured allies. We gave them important
places in our processions and pageants, and
yet the other day in Western Australia we
find the temper of the people had so much
changed that they tried to drive the Italians
there out of the State. The same thing
happened with regard to the Russians in
Brisbane. We had an attempt to drive them
out of Brisbane. Who brought them to Bris-
bane? The riot called the Merivale-street

battle, was a display of loyalty; in Mael- -

bourne a similar thing was mob rule; in
Perth it was something else; and in Towns-
ville it is a riot. We are told that the
Government are keeping those Russians in
employment at the Ipswich workshops. It
would be very interesting to turn up the
papers of admission of those Russians
into the Ipswich workshops and find who
recommended them.

Mr. Grepson: Not who recommended
them, but who ordered them to be put on.

Mr. D. RYAN: It will be found thai none
of those men has been taken on since the
Labour Government came into office. 1
would like to quote an extract I have here
from a letter which appeared in the * Daily
Mail” of the 12th April of this yvear from
M. Zadorsky. The Russian writer says—

“Thev only came here between the
years 1909 and 1914

That was before the war, and before the
present Government took office. The writer
goes on--—

“ How did they get here? They came
on the trust that the people of Queens-
land, as represented by their intelligence
and eomigration bureaux, were honest.
In 1809, staying in Japan on my wav to
Canada, and studying English. I accident-
ally secured pamphlets of the Queens-
land Governient Intelligence Bureau. I
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got into rapture myself, and caused
others to become likewise by translating
the most glowing accounts of Queensland
resources and opportunities, and publish-
ing them in the Harbin papers. In con-
sequence, a number of emigrants going
to America turned their footsteps to
Queensland.  On arrival they proved
themselves so good, hard-working people-
that in the railway cuttings, in the cane-
fields, and on farms the native-born Aus-
tralian, English, and Irish were often
sacked to give place to the Russians, who-
proved to be the ‘rushing ones.’

“Mr. Denham was so pleased with
their record that he placed an agent at
Dairen, in Manchuria, to intercept all
the Russians, who passed that port on.
their way to Hawaii, and he paid £1
per head for cvery °dirty, greasy mou-
11k’ (so I was told in Harbin six months-
ago). In this way about 6,000 men,
women, and children landed in Australia.
in five years, all paying their own pas
sages. They wanted to go on the land,
and Mr. Denham, who was usually very
good to Russian immigrants, set apart a.
piece of country for them—the-man-and-
God-forsaken prickly pear selections on
the south side of Wallumbilla.”

Again, the “Daily Mail” of the 19th.
of the same month, published an article by
Mr. H. A. Tardent—a very able and well-
written article.  Mr. Tardent. speaking of
the Russians being compelled to leave Russia,
sy s—

*Bome of the Dbest elements of the
Russian nation were imprisoned, exiled
to Siberia, hanged or shot in thousands.
Two of those persecuted patriots suc-
ceeded in  es aping from Siberia to
Japan. But it secmed to them that they
could never be far enough from their
persecutors. As a Japancse 11'1181' was
just then sailing for Australia, they
booked their passage for Sydney, the
only Australian city of which they had
heard.

At Thursday Island that Japanese
liner was boarded by the late Mr. J. T
Bell, who was then, I think, Minister for
TLands, and whose great hobby was the
introduction of immigrants from Europe.

“Hearing of those two Russians on the
hoat, he made their acquaintance, and
persuaded them that they would have
much better prospeets in Queensland than
in Sydney. e promised to help them
to find employment on their arrival.”

On 1st™ March of the present year the
** Courier” published an article dealing with
foreigners whom the party opposite are now
st cager to drive out, or deport, or some-
thing clse.  The article says—

1 have seldem met with any lawless
clement amongst the Italian labourers,
but they sometimes get gay on lager
beer, none of the cheap wines of their
own country being available. In the

" cyclone, both at Innisfail and Babinda

last year, there was a lawless element
present, and it was composed of
foreigners—Russians, Spaniards Maltese,
and Greeks, who had come from Port
Darwin tainted with confiscatory ideas.
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There was an attempt at Innisfail to do
some looting, egged on by some of our
own countrymen who were out for fun!”

The writer mentions Greeks. On the 23rd
of the same month the * Daily Mail ”
published a telegram with the black-letter
heading, “A shipload of Greeks,” and the
telegram read—

“Parwin, Tuesday.—Strikes are still
the order of the day, and their frequent
occurrence is having a bad effect on the
town. . . The steamer °Kuvinana’
arrived bere a week ago, and brought in
a consignment of sixty Greeks.”

“This shipload of sixty Greeks was brought
to break the strike. That is how they use
shese people. Dealing with the Italians.
whom the Western Australian pcople are so
eager to get rid of, the writer in the
“ Courier” whom I have just quoted made
+his statement—

“The Colonial Sugar Refining Com-
pany has given the Italian farmers every
assistance possible, both financially and
with the service of their cane inspectors;
but, of course, as I said in a previous
article, it has always been the custom
of this company to assist those who desire
to get on. On the Herbert the Italians
have liberally availed themselves of that
assistance, so that they practically cul-
tivate half the land producing cane for
Macnade and Victoria. The subjoined
tables show the land available for sugar
cultivation, between Mackay and Moss-
man, the number of farmers, number of
Italian farmers, and the areas being cul-
tivated by them. These figures show
that in many cases a large proportion
of the land available for sugar produe-

tion is not being utilised to its full
-extent——
y Italian
No. of _ A% uvers und
. available
Far- tor Culti- Areas
mers. L. on Cultivated.
* No. Acres,
Mackay DiISTRICT.
Cattle Creek ... 100 2,174 17 2,178

Cattle Creek ... 100 3,174 7 239

Farleigh ... 163 7,125 18 617
Homebush o 11T 4,074 6 112
Marian_... ... 187 3,302 4 84
North Eton ... 76 5,575 2 137
Plane Creek ... 168 7,681 3 81
Pleystowe .. 178 4,823 14 352
Racecourse ... 114 4,596 1 43

1,068 40,250 56 1,665

*The area actually cut for the last year
figures available was 25.959 acres.

BURDEKIN AND BOWEN.

Inkerman ... 246 7,684 31 1,258
Kalamia .. 90 3,672 3 150
Pioneer ... ... 158 6,783 6 486
Proserpine ... 226 5,464 6 147

720 23,603 46 2,041

Actual area cut, 10,645 acres.
HerBerT RIVER.

M.acna_de ... 119 5960 T1 3.720
Victoria ... 149 6,873 60 2,660

268 12,833 131 6,280
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Xo. of A.’ ?"“, Own:r;a:nd

Tar availabliz Aveas

A eop Culti- o recs
mers. Lotion. gglm :(c-igs.

JOHNSTONE RIVER.

South Johnstone 182 5189 83 3,880
Mourilyan .. 78 8,082 45 3,680
Goondi ... ... 101 5206 10 450
361 18,467 130 8,010

Total area Herbert River, Johnstone
River districts, 51,300 acres; available
actually cut, 23,689; Italian grown, 14,290

acres.

Far NORTHERN.
Babinda ... 148 6,898 43 1,600
Mulgrave .. 73 4,622 1 68
Hambledon ... 96 4,458 7 210
Mossman .. 95 4437 13 610

412 20,415 64
Area actually cut, 17,720 acres.

These people are all law-abiding producers,
and yet we are now told thab they are
making riots which are not equalled any-
where else.

Mr. BRENNAN: Have you ever seen the
**Weekly Gazette” showing the mortgagees
who lend money to these people.

Mr. D. RYAN: No. While listening to
my friend, the hon. member for Windsor,
who dealt so elaborately with the theory of
supply and demand, I noticed that he forgot
to tell us about the great amount of meat
in cold storage in Melbourne, and which has
been there for a cousiderable time. Accord-
ing to the doctrine of supply and demand,
the price of meat should have been much
lower in Melbourne, or in Victoria, seeing
there was such a supply to meet the demand,
but the hon. member for Windsor was silent
as to how the law of supply and demand had
failed to operate in that case. Another thing
the hon. member spoke very largely about
was the deportation of Germans, and he
yuoted very largely from the Federal ““ Han-
sard” concerning the Germans. We have
heard a very great deal about the Germans
from our friends opposite, not only this
session so far, but in previous sessions; but
it is very hard to find out whabt the policy
of the Opposition is with regard to Germans.
How do they really stand with regard to the
Germans? Do they love the Germans? Are
they in favour of the Germans? Do they
wish to hunt them out of the country, or
do they wish to persecute them after they
have brought them here? Why do they
pursue the Germans one moment, and why
do they approve of them at another
moment ?

At thirty minutes past 8 o’clock p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN oF CouMumITrEES {(Mr. Bertram}
took the chair as Deputy Speaker.

Mr. D. RYAN (continuing): I have a few
extracts here of statements made on the public
platform during the election campaign last
vear.

2,488

¥ Here is a statement made at Boonah
on 10th March, 1918, by the hon. member for
Dalby—

“He directed attention to the fact
that the original measure for the dis-
franchisement of those of German birth
or parentage was passed by the Federal
Labour party before the Nationalist
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party held office, and he also cited in-
stances of the harsh treatment by the
present State Government of persons of
German origin. He stated that the only
organisation which had protested against
the disfranchisement of Australian-born
Germans was the Queensland Farmers'
Union, of which body Mr. Bell was the
andorsed candidate.”

I took that from the ¢ Courier” of the 1lth
March last year. In one voice Mr. Vowles,
the hon, member for Dalby, blames the
Foderal Labour party for the disfranchise-
ment of the Glermans and in the next breath
he blames the Queensland Labour party for
supporting the Germans. Which side is he
on? Then again, I have a quotation here
from' a speech made by Mr. W. F. R. Boyce.
We all know who Mr. Boyce is. This is an
extract from the ** Courier” of 15th March,
1918, and is an extract from a speech de-
livered by Mr. Boyee in the Mount Alford
Bchool of Arts, Boonah, on the 13th March—
speaking in favour of the Nationalist candi-
dute for Fassifern (Mr. K. T. Bell)—

““The_ Labour party was the first to
disfranchise citizens of alien birth, and
the present caucus Government had
shown its hostility towards them and
their descendants by numberless acts,
but had suddenly discovered an amazing
friendship for them now, when an elec-
tion was pending.”

“Codlin is your friend. not Short.” Then
again from the ‘ Courier” of 12th March,
1918, I have an extract from a speech by
Mr, T. R. Robérts, Nationalist candidate
for Hast Toowoomba-—

“ Touching on the matter of the
German vote, Mr. Roberts contrasted the
action of the Ryan Government in 1915-16,
when special instructions were issued
that German or Austrian persons should
not be employed in Government works,
and quoted a definite interpretation that
this was to apply not only to German
or Austrian born, but Australians also.
He cited definite occasions where Aus-
tralian-born of German parents were
refused employment, notwithstanding
they had qualified for such positions,
Further, this order was continued until
April, 1917, when it occurred to the
Government that it would be to its
advantage, seeing that the Common-
wealth elections were then pending, to
cance] the order previously issued, which
was done.” '

Mr. RoBeRTS: You dom’t say that is not
True ?

Mr. D. RYAN: I quite believe you said
15, (Laughter.)

Mr. Payxe: There is not a particle of
sruth in it.

Mr. D. RYAN: I wish to compliment the
hon. member for East Toowoomba on strad-
dling the rails so well, 1 have very little
further to say in this debate. On looking
through the Governor’s Speech I see that it
refers to a policy of main roads. So far as
main roads are concerned, I believe in main
roads. I believe that the farmer should have
good roads to enable him to get his produce
ko the railway. But I do not believe, as a

.leading metropolitan journal had advocated
immediately the main roads question was
merntioned in this House, that we want the
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Kedron road made up or any roads to large
cities. That was not in my mind when 1
supported good roads. My idea was that
the settlers should get the benefits of the
good roads. With regard to the Police
superannuation fund, I believe in legisla-
tion for the benefit of the police. I take this
opportunity of congratulating the police on
the wonderful heroism and patience they
showed in Merivale street against great odds,
but I am sorry that I cannot say the same
for the police in Townsville who fired on an
unarmed mob. The Governor’s Speech con-
tains a veference to an Unemployed Workers’
Bill.  Previous Governors’ Speeches have
frequently made reference to the condition
of the unemployed, and one Prime Minister
went so far as to say that God Almighty
could not settle the unemployed question.
But this is the first time in Queensland, in
fact the first time in Australia, that.the
Government has had the courage to place
in the Governor’s Speech a proposal to make
provision for the introduction of a Bill deal-
ing with the unemployed question. I hope
that the Bill will snccessfully solve the dif.
ficulty of unemployed workers. There are
a number of other measures here which 1
can heartily support. I hope they will get
through this session, particularly the Bill
relating to the abolition of the Legislative
Council, because while that Council lasts 1
do not think there is much occasion for us
to be here. No matter what legislation we pass
or what we do for democracy in this Cham-
ber, it is passed down the staircase when
it gets to the other Chamber. 1 hgpe that
when the people are called upon again to
express an opinion on this question that they
will seg the futility of keeping that House
here. I bhope they will rise to the occasion
and assist the Government, the choice of
the democracy, a Government that have
proved their democratic instincts, who have
proved their ability to govern, and who
have proved also that they are anxious to
legislate so that the prosperity of the people
may increase, and so tlrat the people may
come into their own. (Hear, hear!)

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwiek): I am not
one of those who think that the time taken
in discussing the Address in Reply to the
Governor’s Speech is waste time.

My, CorriNg: Sit down if you think that.

Mr. G. P, BARNES: I am saying that I
do not think it is waste time, and I will give
my reasons before I sit down. Anyhow, my
sitting down will be at my own convenience
and not at the convenience of the hon. gen-
tleman. I take it that this year in particular
thoere is need and room for the fullest dis-
cussion, not only on matters which have been
included in the Governor’s Speech, but on
matters which- have not been included. In
a general sense the year has been an eventful
one. Whilst the intentions of the Govern-
ment as regards the future are outlined
before us they form room for criticism, and
in that criticism one is not likely to agree
with the hon, member who has just resumed
his seat, and has claimed for the gentlemen
who conduct the affairs of the country just
now a degree of praise, but rather musi
regret the policy observed in the manage-
ment of the country’s affairs that it has
been the unfortunate lot of the people of
Queensland to witness.

Mr. Harriey: None of them are erying
except you.

Mr. G. P. Barnes.}
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Mr. G. P. BARNES: So far as the future
is concerned we will simply measure the
Government by their deeds of the past.
(Hear, hear!) ‘Never has there been a time
when so many pressing matters confront the
State than we have confronting us to-day.

Mr. HARTLEY : You have a capable Govern-
ment to handle them.

Mr. G. P, BARNES: The hon. gentleman
says something about the Government being
handled, but it is about time they woke up
and proved themselves able to handle and
not to be governed by the forces here, there,
and everywhere,

Mr. CorLins: What forces do you mean?
The unseen? The spiritual?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The hon. member is
a bit of a prophet. He posed as a prophet
the other evening. I am not a spiritualist,
but we may very casily sum him up in that
direction after the speech he delivered this
evening. The peace declaration of all
matters certainly takes first place, and then,
go far as wo arc concerned as a State, I
take it, there comes along the administra-
tion—ne matter how you may term it-—of
the Government of the day, coupled especi-
ally with their financial administration.
Then, if there were nothing else to talk about
there is the industrial unrest which has ruled
largely in this State during the term of
service of the present Government. We
have another great matter—the expansion
of our industries. All these matters, I
take it, provide ample food for criticism
and for. review. There are clauses in the
Speech itself that all can or should subscribe
to, such as those rceferring to the ending of
the war with victory for the side that stood
for freedom, justice, and civilisation, as
against a formidable cnemy. It rejoices in
the peace secured, it expresses sorrow for the
aggrieved and stricken, it speaks loyally
of the glorious part played by Queenslanders,
and generally applauds them; it speaks
appreciatingly of the men who risked their
lives and everything they had for our free-
dom and the freedom of the Empire, and it
speaks of the obligation which we as
Queenslanders, and the country generally, are
under to the men who served at the front.
In matters of this kind, members on this
side are heart and soul with the expressions
in the Speech, but it seems to me that the
Speech in this direction by no means went
as far as it should have gone. There are
outstanding facts which should have been
referred to_in addition to the other glowing
tributes which were made. Why was no
veference made to the magnificent part
played by the old land in connection with
this war? Why were not joy and satisfaction
expressed in the spectacle afforded by the
unity of the Empire—every part of the
Empire standing shoulder to shoulder in the
time of the world’s stress? Why were there
no references of that kind, when they might
have been brought in with very great advan-
tage? Why was there no reference to the
sacrifices that were made by the Empire
and her allies or to the victories achieved

by them? Surely those things might
have been referred to in the outburst
of appreciation. It behoves the Govern-
ment in power to recognise the part

played, not only by Queensland, but by
Australia. How is 1t that the whole thing
was not surveyed and reference made to the
great and wonderful part that Andrew Fisher
tock at the outset, when he spontaneously
offered 20,000 men, and everything we
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possessed, to the Empire? Surely there was
an opportunity to trace the history of this
great war! I do think that a charge should
be laid against the Government for nod
referring to the wonderful part the Prime

- Minister of the Commonwealth has played.

You can travel in no train in Queensland-—
you can meet no mahn in the street who is not
acclaiming Mr. Hughes, the Prime Minister
of Australia; who is not according to him
cecaseless praise and the highest admiration,
It would have been a fitting thing, it would
have been a righteous thing, to have made
some reference to the work that Mr. Hughes
has achieved and to the pleasure his home-
coming has given to Australia.

Mr. Krewan: Why, the British Press
referred to him as a windbag and a nuisance.

Mr. G. P. BARNES : He, in any case, has
fought for Australia’s rights as no man we
might name could have done. And when
every member of this House is dead and
gone, the work done by Mr. Hughes'will live,
and it would have been the right thing to
have made reference in the Speech to the
work he has performed. It will be seen
that not only do I heartily concur with the
part of the Speech I have referred to, but
that if it had been in my power, I would
have made many more remarks in thag
direction. The regrettable fact is, that we
have here some men who do not fully sub-
scribe even to the sentiments expressed im
the Speech, and, indeed, in another place
the gentleman who seconded the Address in
Reply went so far as to make references
that were highly antagonistic to those senbi-
ments in the Speech. So far as the Speech
refers to those matters, it will be found that
this side are distinctly more in accord with
those sentiments than many hon. members
on the opposite side. Then, I think, surely
there is room to condemn the attitude of
some hon, members in regard to the final
piece of machinery that has been evolved.
Surely the legal covenant which has been
brought about might have received more
praise and given greater pleasure 1o hon.
members than has been the case.

Mr. KiswaN: You might read what Mr.
Hughes said about it. That might be in-
teresting. :

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Have you read what
he said to-day? If you have, you will find
that he is highly satisfied. The contract
entered into is about the greatest event in
history, and I am more than surprised with
hon. members opposite who agree with con-
ciliation and arbitration—] cannot under-
stand or conceive how it is that they have
been so slow to accord their meed of praise
and to exult in that wonderful achievement.
For the first time in the history of mankind
humanity bas sought to be bound together
by a sacred contract organised on a basis
of honour, common interest, obligation, and
of destiny. That being so, there was room
for words of commendation and expressions
of high pleasure at the achievement.

Mr. James: Certainly, as far as it goes.

Mr, G. P. BARNES: Knowing what the
hon. gentleman has done, I thought we
would have heard from him a little more ox
this particular subject than we did the other
evening. The world has the very rich oppor-
tunity of knowing that it cannot go to war
as readily as-it did before.

Mr. Kirwan: They are going to war s
fast as they can in Rurope to-day.
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Mr. G. P. BARNES : The league will exist
as a kind of watchdog for the world’s peace.
It makes nations interdependent. On the
other hand all nations can claim that they
will be in the hands of the league, and will
receive cssential justice. The great things

which will claim our attention to-day and’

for some time to come are matters of
finance. The Speech makes no reference
whatever to the condition of the State.
This is possibly due to the realisation that
the downgrade of things is in a chronically
bad way. The facts are so outstanding that
no one can attempt to dispute that our
position financially is pretty well a hopeless
one, in so far as the Treasurer or the Go-
vernment are unable to lay hands on things
and steady them.

Mr. Kiewax: We have not had the 1893
bank smash over again.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The Government are
utterly unconcerned. They scem to realise
no inconvenience at the state of the country’s
finances. Nothing troubles them in that
particular direction, and whether we are a
million to the bad or five millions it does not
in any way worry them. Even if the rail-
ways are not paying, we are told ¢ Why
should the railways pay?’ We have no
right to expect the rallways to pay! There
is an utter sense of irresponsibility regarding
whether things come out right or wrong.
It is a matter of no concern. That is the
kind of irresponsible spirit which is found
occupying the Treasury benches to-day. It
seems to me that, in making particular state-
ments of this kind, it is very much better
to back them up with a few figures which
will at once prove not only the inability but
the incapacity of the Government of to-day
to manage successfully the finances of the
State, The position is realised if we look at
four years of this Government's administra-
tion, compared with four years under Liberal
administration. The receipts by the Liberal
Government for the four ycars ended 19156
totalled £26,543,476. The present Govern-
ment, in the four years ended 1919, have
received £33,494,285—a total increase in
receipts of £6,950,807. The Liberal expendi-
ture for their four years was £26,499,704.
The Labour expenditure was £34,294,425—a
total increase in expenditure under Labour
administration of £7,794,221.

Mr, BrenwaN: Who got that money?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I am afraid the hon.
gentleman got some of it.

Mr. BRENNAN: Barnes and Company, of
Warwick, got some thousands of pounds.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I hope the hon.
gentleman will hold his tongue, or I may
give him a full chapter of something which
he will not like.

Mr, Kirwan: Let us have it.

Mr. G. P. BARNES : The hon. gentleman
would not like it. The increased receipts of
£6,950,807 are made up as follows—and I
want the House, and the country particu-
larly, to know this:--s£4,116,399 is due to
extra taxation. In extra revenue they
received £2,834,504. Notwithstanding this
huge cxcess in income over that of their pre-
decessors, received by whatsoever means you
like, they end their four years’ service with
a deficiency of another £800,933; and to this
must be added almost a month’s expenditure
which this Government have established the
rule of passing on to a new year. There
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has also been the additional amount levied
through the railways, as well as the lesser
amount paid on account of works out of
revenue. One way and another it is clear
that it cost the country, on account of the
privilege of having a Labour Government
in power, not less than £2,000,000 more &
vear to run it than it cost their predecessors.
The Liberal administration ended their four
vears with a surplus of £43,772, whilss
Labour ended their four years with a de-
ficiency of £800,933. This is certainly the
worst chapter in our financial life. Direcs
taxation in the last year of Liberal adminis-
tration totalled £954,457, and in the last year
of the present Government’s administration
it ran up to £2,772,268. No language iz
strong ecnough to denounce the incapaciis
and the unwisdom of a (Government who
taxed the people to that undue extent.

My. Kimrwax: Nothing will compare witk
the profiteers’ taxation.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The worst feature is
that the £4,000,000 odd added to the extra
taxation means that this amount is lost io
enterprise and employment. There is little
doubt that had that amount been held Ly
the people who at one time possessed it—in
a way it would not have been held, because
the very individuals who might possess it
are the people who go in for enterprises, for
developmental work., In consequence, the
great bulk of that sum—and probably a
good deal more added to it—would have
gone to the workers, instead of having
men groping about the streets with their
fingers in their mouths, and Queensland
having to bhoast that she has more unem-
ployed than any other State in the Common-
wealth. Tf that money had been allowed te
flow into its right channels these men would
have been in receipt of employment and &
decent wage, It is time that the responsi-
bility attaching to the financial position of
the State should weigh with the Cabinet and
its followers. One important matter which
should claim our attention is the frequency
of the strikes which are occurring again and
again. We are altogether ahead of other
places. Of course, strikes aere general ail
over the world, but in Queensland we are
having more than our share, and it is our
duty to make inquiries as to how all thix
comes about. There is but one answer to
the question, end that is that the workers
have been aware that they have a sympa-
thetiz Government with them. The fact is
that the Government have no authority «r
standing—they can take no firm stand.

My, CorLixs: It must be so in the Mother
of Parliaments.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: They are utterly
incapable of ruling these men. Although
mekers of the law, they have stood by mern
when they wanted to be a law unto them-
selves. How could the present Government
control men who had decided to strike, whes
the members of it sympathised and aided
strikes, such as. the Brisbane tramways
strike in 191272 Then, again, when the
workers on the Metropolitan Water and
Sewerage Board struck, there was no law
capable of satisfying them, and the Govern-
ment brought down a law to fit the case,
legalising the action of the men who had
struck. Those men should have gone to the
Arbitration Court. Now that the Govern-
ment are in office, they are altogether incom:-
petent to take a firm stand in econnection

Mr. G. P. Barnes.]
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with strike matters. Since they came into
office we have seen their sympathies ex-
pressed. We remember the Southern Rail-

way strike, in connection with which this

Government were extremely sympathetic.
Certain persons connected with certain
organisations—and the Government were
cognisant of the action—stepped in at

Wallangarra and Toowoomba and controlled
the traffic. I have a recollection of & man
called Fastcrabb who gave directions at that
time. In the Northern strike, although the
Government possessed a court tempera-
mentally fitted to deal with men, and to
arbitrate, the court was passed over and a
New Zealand judge sought after. All these
attempts to obtain super-arbitration have
made the Government altogether incom-
petent and unable to rule and govern men.

Mr. Fry: It has been one of the principal
facfors in destroying arbitration.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: No Government can
blow hot and cold. I am entirely in favour
of arbitration and conciliation. We should
exhaust all the means in our power to adjust
matters; having done that, there is a clear
gourse open to every Government in dealing
with strike matters, but the men are out of
hand all round. Only on 15th instant, the
following telegram was sent from Cairns:—

“To Messrs. W. McCormack, H. G.
Theodore, W. N. Gillies, David Riordan,
and Harry Ryan: ‘Meeting Queensland
Railway Union held here yesterday, re-
presenting 500 members this district.
Resolution carried unanimously protest-
ing against treatment meted those em-
ployees recently reduced for refusal man
police special, and urge you use every
effort have them immediately reinstated
unconditionally. Their loyalty and ad-
herence to instruction of their organise-
tion meets with full approval of com-
rades here. My organisation desires an
expression of opinion of your approval
or otherwise of treatment of these
men.””’

They were brought to heel with that.
The TREASURER interjected.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The hon. gentleman
did not reply—he was the only wise man in
the group—but he evidently deputed some-
one else to give certain instructions, and the
Cabinet is reported to have given very close
oonsideration to the matter.

The TREASURER:
thing on rumour;
careful.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I am not going to
read all the replies, because they have been
guoted previously, but these are some of the
replies—

“To Mr. Murchison, Cairns: ‘Have
already urged Government not to pena-
lise men for obeying their unions.
Northern members acted conjointly on
this matter; think Government be per-
suaded take more lenient view shortly.

You are basing every-
you should be more

(Signed) MoCoruack.”
Then there is one signed by H. J. Ryan—
“To Mr. Murchison, Cairns: ‘Ap-

prove railway workers’ action, and think
as unionists they could not do otherwise.
Urging Cabinet to reinstate. (Signed)
H. J. Rvax.”

TMr. @ P. Barnes.
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Then we have another one—

‘To Mr. Murchison, Cairns: ‘Thanks
your action regarding comrades. Trades
Hall Council and unions’ delegation to
Premier is beingarranged. Inthe mean-
time I think it advisable to refrain from
making any announcement. = Matter of
retrospective pay is in hand. (Signed)
RyMER, Northern organiser.””

So that there is some other little matter to
be dug up. I was nearly omitting to read
the following very important telegram:—

“To the secretary of the union at

Cairns: ‘Your wire received. This
matter is under consideration by the
Clabinet. (Signed) Girries.””

Mr. Fry: The Minister for Justice.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Quite so; we know
him full well. A Government who could act
like that have no influence, and as long as
they are a Ministry they will be unable to
take a firm stand and will have to yield on
every occasion, as there are indications they
have yielded on this and every other occasion.

Mr. PouLock: You would tell them to go
to the devil?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: No; I would use all
the means in my power under the Arbifra-
tion Act to bring about a settlement; I would
do everything I could to conciliate, and if
I failed in that, only one course would be
open.

Mr. Porrock What other course was open
in this case?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Mr. Fuller’s course.
Give the men every opportunity to return to
work—try to conciliate or arbitrate under the
Arbitration Act, and if that fails, give the
men an opportunity to return to work by a
given date, and if they do not return, them
let their places be filled by other men. Even
in connection with the transcontinental rail-
way, when 1,450 men were thrown out of
employment by a strike, we know that when
a firm stand was taken the men soon came
to their senses and fell back upon the pro-
visions of the Arbitration Act. We know,
too, that when the police strike happened
in London, the men returned to work after
a firm stand was taken by the authorities.

Mr. CoLning: You would govern the world
on the lines of the Kaiser, and would lose
your head in the long run.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: No, I would not
pursue that course, but I say that if you
allow yourselves to be squeezed all along the
line, you will be squeezed. In Canada they
have had just the same trouble as we have
had, as is shown by the following extract
from an American weekly journal :—

“Harly in the year, at a big Labour
convention in Calgary, definite plans for
the organisation of Canadian Labour in
‘One Big Union’ were presented by the
extremists among Canadian Labour
leaders and adopted in spite of consider-
able opposition. In the weeks that fol-
lowed the idea was adopted by many of
the Labour unions, although it meant
severing connections with the inter-
national organisations of which Canadian
trade unions have long been members.
The saner elements in Canadian Labour,
conspicuous among which were the Rail-
way Brotherhoods and the Typographical

#
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Union, held aloof, but the movement
spread rapidly, nevertheless. Trouble
started in Winnipeg, where the ¢ One Big
Union’ leaders, through a committee,
made demands on behalf of the metal
workers. The employers were prepared
to recognise the regularly constituted
unions, but they refused to negotiate
with this new committee; whereupon a
general strike was ordered by the ¢ Omne
Big Union’ leaders, and the life of the
city was paralysed for a time.

“The stubborn resistance of the citi-
zens of Winnipeg, fortified by the firm
attitude of the Dominion Government
towards the striking postal employees,
broke the strike where it began; and,
once broken in Winnipeg, the movement
soon died out elsewhere., A committee
of 1,000 Winnipeg citizens undertook the
operation of the more essential of the
public utilities. The Government an-
nounced that striking postal employees
would be discharged if they did not
return to work immediately. Various
corporations made similar announce-
ments, and thousands of trade union men,
who found that they had been deceived
by their new leaders, returned to their
work. The strike leaders were broken
and discredited. (Canada is not Russia;
Canada will not tolerate Bolshevism;
Canadian trade union men will not
tolerate Bolshevism; but thousands were
misled for a time by the appeals of the
men who were trying to work revolution.

““The truth is that the great majority
of the strikers had dropped their tools
against their own better judgment. As
often happens, the inarticulate majority
were overruled and bullied by a noisy
and headstrong minority.”

That is exactly what is taking place in our
land. When a strike occurs, the men are
really bullied to take a step which is alto-
gether contrary to their own ideas.”

Mr. CorriNs: What paper have you been
quoting from?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: My friend, the hon.
member for Dalby, reminds me that that is
exactly what the Northern railway men have
said. Those men have been forced—actually
terrorised—into taking the stand they did.

Mr. SmrtE: What paper did you quote
from?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: 1 was réading from
the “‘Outlook” for 18th June.

Mr Corrivs: You are taking up a very
wnchristian attitude.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: No; I am for peace
in our time, and not for war. Here is
another extract from the same article—

‘““The Hon. G. H. Robertson, Canadian
Minister of Labour, is himself a Labour
leader who has long been prominent in
Labour circles in the Dominion. Quite
naturally, his sympathies are with Labour
in all its worthy attempts to better its
conditions.

‘““Before leaving for Ottawa, at a time
when the result of the strike was no
longer in doubt, he gave an interview ‘to
the ‘ Manitoba Free Press,” which in the
interval had been able to resume publi-
eation.
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“ The promoters of the Winnipeg striks,
he said, now sit in the ashes of their
folly.”

Just as the men in connection with the ship-
ping strike are now sitting in their folly
after they have lost millions of money. Mzx.
Robertson went on to say—

“Labour leaders who advocate that
only might is right, who hold that law,
justice, and honour should be discarded
at will, merit and receive the condern-
nation of all good citizens, Sympathetic
strikes must always fail. Socialism has
chosen the ‘One Big Union’ idea as a
popular primrose path along which io
lead the trade unionist, urging him to
discard his honourable obligations and
join the big show.

“The Winnipeg strike is the first re-
hearsal of the play written at Calgary.
The Winnipeg rehearsal has cost, approxi-
mately, 2,000,000 dollars in wages lost in
Western Canada alone, and has proved
the play to have been badly written and
unpopular with both the public and most
of the performers.”

That communication is signed ‘‘ Frank Mait-
land.”” That is the only successful way in
which matters of that nature can be dealt
with.

Mr. Corring: You believe in the doctrine
of force?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: No; my idea is to
uphold arbitration—do your best to conciliate,
and if you fail in that there is only one
course open to you, and that is a courss

-similar to the one I have indicated.

Mr. Porrock: I should like to hear your
opinion of arbitration in fixing the price of
your commodities when that state of affairs
arrives,

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I should like to hear
what the people have to say regarding the
fixing of the prices of the commodities of the
hon. gentleman and his comrades. The hon.
member the other evening laid himself out,
and in a logical way from his standpoint, to
advocate increased pay to members of Parlia-
ment. I think myself it would be better for
the people to decide that matter. The peopls
are the tribunal to whom I would refer the
hon. member.

Mr. WHITFORD :
Dickson award?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: No, and no sane
man in this country, or any other country,
would believe in the absurd Dickson award,
which has been the cause of half our troubles
in Queensland. If I remember rightly, it
was the Treasurer who made reference in
this House to his feeling that the award
was something beyond the powers of that
particular industry. Rverything that I have
said seems to prove that the reason why we
have so much industrial unrest in Queensland
is because of the Government we have, in
power. Men take advantage of ik, They
think that the Government are sympathetic,
that they will not stand by their own laws,
they know that they will yield, and conse-
quently the number of strikes is increased.
and the men in the end, I am sorry to say,
are the losers.

Mr. Murran: How do you account for the
strilkes in Great Britain?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I am talking aboui
Queensland, and 1 am asking how it is thas

Mr. G. P Barnes.)]
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where there is a sympathetic Labour Go-
vernment there are more strikes than in
any of the other States, how it is there are
more unemployed, how it is that the cost of
living is higher, how it is that our deficits
arc greater here than in any of the other
States? All these matters go hand in hand.

Undoubtedly one of the greatest questions
of the hour, so far as we are concerned, is
the matter of increased production. I find
that the Premier when in England was
entertained in London, and is reported to
have made these remarks—

“ Mr. Ryan said that the various parts
of the Empire should not embarrass one
another in their reconstructive effort.
The difficulties were too great. The
Dominions would assist in all possible
directions. One urgent problem was to
bring industrial and political movements
together as one machine. Fe hoped that
the League of Nations would not inter-
fere with the domestic affairs of the
nations. Such questions as those of a
white Australia and tariffs could only
be decided by Australia. Queensland
hoped for great agricultural development,
and would welcome no immigrants more
than those from the United Kingdom.”

We have in the Governor’s Speech this one
bare reference to the matter of the exten-
«jon of our industries, after all the talk on
the other side of the world—

“In order to facilitate land settlement
and increased production, it is the inten-
tion of my advisers to introduce measures
having for their objects the encouraging
of dairying and its allied industries, by
providing for greater financial assistance
to enable co-operative societies to be
formed, and by making provision for
assisting selectors to procure dairy
stock.”

Even since his arrival in Australia the
Premier is reported to have said—

““The burden of Australia’s war ex-
penditure can be borne only by adopting
and carrying out a developmental policy
which will increase the number of share-
holders capable of bearing taxation.”

That is all very well, and we heartily agree
with him, but statements of that kind are
sworthless unless you have fair execution,
unless there is going to be some attempt
indeed to expand our industries. Why is
there before the House that one bare refer-
ence to the expansion of our industries, whilst
the great and pressing problem of the world
to-day is to secure an ample food supply?
On the other side of the world agricultural
settlement and that kind of thing is referred
to, but when it comes to meeting his people
in Australia the Premier sums up the whole
of his good intentions in the few sentences
I have quoted from the Speech. The Go-
vernment so far have dome little or nothing
to help, and they are not likely to do any-
thing to help. What have they done to help
the primary producers?

Mr. CorLiNs:; Passed the Regulation of
Sugar Cane Prices Act.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Apart altogether
from the establishment of State enterprises
they have done nothing to encourage one
‘single individual. '

Mr. CorriNg: That is not true.

[Mr. G. P Barnes.
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Mr. G. P. BARNES: I sat at the dinner
table the other night and heard several gen-
tlemen enter who were discussing such
matters, and they summed up the position
in this way, “ Queensland as regards new
enterprises is a place to be avoided.”

Mr. Surra: Who said that?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: They sat beside me
at the table, and they were evidently travel-
lers from abroad.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: What did
you say about Queensland when they made
that statement?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: It was not my place
to interfere—they were strangers to me—
but I was only too sorry to have to agree
that their conclusions were only too true.
The Government helped the primary pro-
ducer, I think, between July of 1915 and of
May, 1916, by commandeering his butter a®
a price that averaged 1id. per lb. less than
he could have got if he had been allowed to
place his goods in the best markets, and the
sum he lost amounted to no Jless than
£148,000,

Mr. RiorRDAN: What were your profits in
Warwick during the last four years?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: That is a down-
right impertinent question—(laughter)—but
I have no objection to taking the hon.
member into my confidence if he will come
along with me and give me notice.

Mr. Riorpax: It would not be much use
to me wunless I could wuse it publicly.
(Laughter.)

Mr. G. P. BARNES: If he is of an in-
quiring turn of mind, why not let me have
it? He would be astonished more than one
would imagine. I can tell the House that the
bare percentage that remains t0 a man on
his turnover is not very much.

Mr. Murean: I will make you a sporting
offer for the balance.

My, G. P. BARNES: They helped the
primary producer by confiscating his pro-
perty. Witness what is going on in the
North of Queensland. They encouraged the
primary producer by commandeering his
cattle. They imposed a tax that brought in
#£40,000 that prevented men from finding a
market for their cattle over the border. All
along the border on the Downs small graziers
wanted to get to the market in New South
Wales with their stock, or to save them
from starving; and the Government imposed
on them the tax that I have mentioned.
They have a backhanded way of doing
business. They helped production to expand
by their land tax. If you wers to go to the
Commissioner of Taxation to-day he would
tell you that what I have said is correct.
They have succeeded by their land tax in
reducing the value of country properties to
the extent of from 33 per cent. to 50 per
cent.

My, SyITH: Farmers only pay 9 per cent.
of the land tax.

My, G. P. BARNES: But the farmers are
not 9 per cent. of the population. The men
on the land are a mere fraction of the total
population; and, if they pay 9 per cent., I
am sorry to say that they are paying far
more than their due in the matter. The
hon. member for Normanby the other even-
ing delivered a very fine speech, and I
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imagine that the Cabinet and their followers
will take considerable notice of what the
hon. member said. In referring to taxation,
+the hon. member said that no nation was
ever built on taxes. I imagine that the hon.
member for Mackay will be very much in
agreement with the hon. member in that.
He certainly ought to be.

The Howe SecreraRY: How would you
raise the revenue save by taxation?

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I would prevent
‘waste, first of all. The hon. gentleman was
not in his place in the House when I men-
tioned that his Government had raised in
extra direct taxation £4.200,000, or there-
abouts. I maintain that that money should
have gone to develop many industries on the
land. Instead of that, the Government have
been strangling the industries of the country;
they have prevented enterprise. There is
not a man with a head on his shoulders who
would dream of entering upon a new enter-
prise under the conditions that exist in this
State at the present time. We ought to
encourage new industries, as they are doing
elsewhere. We ought to develop our indus-
tries, as the Premier said at home, and as
he said in Sydney. The little bit from the
{Governor’s Speech which I quoted is per-
fectly right so far as it goes. The war has
ended; we have been saved from militarism
and from bondage by the sacrifice of
hundreds of thousands of the bravest men
in the world. It would appear now from the
pleadings of every nation that a saved world
can only save itself by work—by production.
Production above all things will bring the
price of commodities down; production alone
is going to satisfy the needs of the people.
A cable from Paris a few days ago indicated
the intensity of the desire of the French
people in connection with production. The
cable referréd to quoted the views of Mr.
Herbert Hoover, the American Food Con-
troller, who said—

¢ Unless productivity is rapidly in-
creased, political, moral, and economic
chaos will result, and will finally inter-
pret itself in ‘the loss of life on a scale
hitherto undreamed of. The entire
surplus productivity of America is totally
incapable of meeting the Kuropean
deficlency. No economic policy will
bring food to the stomach which does
not secure maximum production.”

The SPEAKER: The hon. member has
%x}éausted the time allowed by the Standing
rders.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.
Huxham, Buranda): There is only one matter
to which I wish to refer, and that is the
remarks made by the hon. member for Nun-
dah in connection with the administration
of the Department of Public Health. Of
course, no one can take exception to an hon.
member bringing a case before this House
with a view to securing redress; but the
least the hon. member might have done,
instead of bringing ex parte statements and
letters from Dr. Bradley before the House,
was to have first endeavoured to satisfy
himself as to the accuracy of the state-
ments by making inquiries at the Home
Department. He was desirous of springing a
gurprise, not on me, but against the officers
of my department. Now, I am not going to
allow the officers of my department to be
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attacked without defending them. The hon.
member knows very well that, in attacking
the Commissioner for Public Health, he was
identifying himself with a feud on the part
of Dr. Bradley, Dr. Wilson, and Mr.
Greer, against the Commissioner. This trio
laid themselves out to make the position of
the Commissioner for Public Health in the
department unbearable. The hon. member
brought forward certain documents, which
were documents belonging to the department
or olse copies of such documents. When the
hon. member for Flinders quoted a certain
document the other day which was marked
“ private and confidential,”” he was con-
demned by hon. members on the other side.
Why should not we ufter the same condem-
nation against a man who has left a depart-
ment and who supplies himself with depart-
mental papers and hands them to a member
of Parliament to make use of in this
Chamber? I know quite well where the
hon. member got the information from. Ie
got it in the first place from ome of his
constituents, Dr. Shellshear, of Sandgate,
who is a brother-inlaw of Dr. Bradley.
From his own point of view, the hon. mem-
ber made out a very fine case, but I have
something to say now to the contrary. 1 de
not say that the Health Department is all
that it should be; I have made many a move
to improve it. I can only say that I had
the courage to take action against Dr. Wil-
son, although he gave notice to resign, and
1 got rid of Mr. Greer just as summarily.
Tet me state this much—if any hon. gentle-
man wants to attack the Health Department
he should not come to the House, as the
hon. gentleman has done, but he should
come to the department and sce the papers
for himself first. Members of the Opposition
have come to the office and looked up papers
before mentioning matters in this House.
If an hon. gentleman comes there and bas
anything to say every notice will be taken
of what he has to refer to. The hon.
gentleman asked a question in the House
the other day with reference to certain
officers leaving the department. The
question was all right so far as the names
he mentioned wera concerned, but he care-
fully left out two names, namely, Dr. Wilson
and Mr, Greer. Why did he leave those
names out? Simply because he knew tha
it was dangerous ground to tread on. He
knew it was dangerous to ask why those
men left.

Mr. SmEr: As a matter of fact,
question was prepared for me.

The HOME SECRETARY : Who prepared
it for you, might 1 ask?

that

Mr. Sizer: It does not matter.

Mr., WINSTANLEY: You give yourself away
there. (Government laughter.)

The HOME SECRETARY: The two
names I refer to were left out of the question
deliberately. When those fwo names are
left out of a question like that, it must be
recognised that I deemed it my duty to the
Health Department to get rid of them very
summarily. If any hon. gentleman will come
to my office I shall show him the papers
without making an exposure of those two
gentlemen in this House. So far as Dr.
Bradley is concerned, I can say now that if
he had not resigned his position when he
did I would have sacked him just as speedily

Hon. J. Huzham.]
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as the others. (Hear, hear!) There is ne
question about that. If I had done so, I
should have had good reason for doing it. I
may say that from the time Dr. Bradley
came to that office first 1 did everything I
possibly could for him. He nominated his
own men. Mr., Greer, a young man 19 years
of age, was brought there on his own
recommendation. He was put there on a
sa,laly of £225 a year—a most extraordinary
salary for such a young man.

Mr. Sizer: He was competent for the
position,
The HOME SECRETARY: I am not

going to question that, At any rate, I found
the department was well rid of him. I wished
to give the young students from the Univer-
sity a chance. I believe in giving young
fellows who have gone through their course
of study at the Umvelslty every opportunity
I can. In deference to Dr. Bradley,
appointed My, Greer to that departmenn.
Further than that, I gave him an additional
medical assistant. Now, it has been recog-
nised that the staff under Dr. Bradiey was
increased by 50 per cent. as compared with
that under Dr. Harris.

Mr. Sizer: Dr. Harris retired because he
wa=2 overworked.

The HOME SECRETARY: Dr. Harris
and I were always on the best of terms
whilst he was in that department. As soon
as I had an opportunity of discussing his
salary, I was quite prepared to give him a
rise, but, unfortunately 1n his case, I did not
have the opportunity. It was the same with
Mr. Beardmore. When the offer was made
it came too late. There was nothing I
regretted more than the fact that Dr. Harris
did not get a rise. I may say that when
Dr. Bradley resigned I endeavoured to get
Dr. Harris back to that position and also
Mr. Beardmore. I made that offer to Mr.
Beardmore when I was in Tasmania. Unfor-
tunately, I could not get them. So far as Dr.
Bradley is concerned, never was a man better
treated than he was during his time at the
department. If he had only done his duty in
the way that he should have done it, I am
sure we should not have had the trouble we
did have,

At fifteen minutes to 10 o’clock p.m.,
The Seeaker resumed the chair.

Mr. Suzer: If he did his duty as you
wanted him to, he would have prostituted his
science.

The HOME SECRETARY : No, he should
have done the duty which he contracted for.
When Dr. Bradley was engaged as Director
of Microbiology, as a sub-department of the
Health Department, he was expected to carry
out the duties which he had contracted to
carry out. Instead of that, he wanted to do
something else. He wanted to use his posi-
tion for carrylng out resealch work. Hoe
owned up to it, because he said to the Com-
missioner for Health, “1I am a research
man to my very soul.’” The essential part
and the necessary part of his work in the
Health Department was overlooked by him
on account of his desire to carry out
research work.

Mr. Sizer: His returns show quite the
econtrary of that. Xis tests increased ten-
fold.

The HOME SECRETARY: I say ‘ No.”
Dr. Bradley, as the head of that department,

[Hon. J. Huxham.
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was the most unsatisfactory man one couid
have in the position. He simply laid hlm-
self out to loll about the place holding
clrquarette in one hand and letters in the
other.

Mr. Sizer: No, that is not correct.
The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

The HOME SECRETARY : I say it most
deliberately. He could have done better
work while he was there. I want to probe
this matter so that there will be no mistake
about it. I found that Dr. Bradley—notwith-
standing all that I did to meke him feel
comfortable—to make him feel that I wished
to retain his services—did not appreciate in
the least what I had done for hlm, and i}
would not have required much to make me
do the same with himn as I had done with
the two other men,

With regard to the hookworm and tropical
diseasn, the Government had been engaged
in research work in that matter long before
Dr. Bradley came here at all. Dr. Waite
came here from America and was inquiring
into the hookworm disease, and we voted
him the money necessary for him to continue
this research work, He did good work and
obtained good results. Why then should we
want Dr. Bradley to go in for research work
so far as the hookworm was concerned? Dr.
Bradley had nothing to do with it at all.

Mr. S1zER: It was mentioned by the hon.
member for Mackay.

The HOME BSECRETARY: You men-
tioned it.

Mr. SIZER:
research work,

The HOME SECRETARY : There was no
need for Dr. Bradley to deal with tropical
diseases, because it was already being dealt
with by Dr. Brienl at Townsville. I fee!
quite satisfied that Dr. Brienl wants no
instruections and no assistance on that score.
Then, with regard to the diphtheria examina.-
tions. Here was work of a very high
character and numerous cases came there.
We  were handling the diphtheria tests
before Dr. Bradley came, and we received
the commendations of the medical profes-
sion and everyone who knew the hard
work that Dr. FHarris was undertaking in
that direction. As I said before, my ap-
preciation of Dr. Harris resulted from the
relf-sacrifice he showed in undertaking thas
work., Unfortunately, it was not until after
he left that I was able to find out that he
was overworked. If he had only had the
same conditions in his time that Dr. Bradley
had when he was there I am quite sure thas
}We sh)ould have had bim there now. (Hear,
iear | >

Now, as far as the electric light is con-
cerned, let me explain that the reason why
it was ineflicient was because of the change
of the laboratory from College road to the
Health Department. When Dr. Harris left,
I admit things were in confusion, but im-
mediately Dr. Bradley came here we made
alterations to suit him costing £266—a large
part of which was spent in connection with
the electric lighting. Was that neglect so
far as Dr. Bradley was concerned? All he
had to do was to say the word and the-monsy
was spent for him, yet Dr, Bra:dley is com-
plaining that he was not . getting sufficient

I said it was a ground for
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light to do the work. The hon. member
ought to be perfectly satisfied with that
explanation. At any rate, if he 1s not
satisfied, he can get confirmation from my
own papers or from the Home Department.

As far as procuring human_ serum for
special work was concerned, it was not
necessary in Dr. Harris’s time. He found
he could get all he needed from the local
hospital, and I think Dr. Bradley could
have got it in the same way had he chosen,
I have got testimony that the serum could
easily have been obtained from the laboratory
in connection with the Agricultural Depart-
ment at Yeerongpilly, so that there was no
peed whatever for him to ask that the
assistants should be drained of their blood
on that score.

Mr. Sizer: Why was not that pointed out
when he asked for it?

The HOME SECRETARY: If I had
listened to all Dr. Bradley wanted there
we would have had a complete zoological
gardens. The man wanted 100 monkeys and
a couple of horses. We would have had a
complete menagerie there.

Mr. Sizer: You would have had an up-to-
date department.

The HOME SECRETARY: While the
hon. member was speaking I indicated that
he did not know what he was talking about,
because those monkeys were wanted for re-
search work. That was not Dr. Bradley’s
function. His function was health matters
and not research matters.

Mr. SizeR: My contention is that the
department is not fulfilling its proper func-
tion.

The HOME SECRETARY: Then all I
can do is to ask Parliament to vote money
for research purposes, and make it absolutely
distinct from the Health Department.

In regard to the increased staff under Dr.
Bradley, as I stated, he had additional
medical assistance, he had Mr Greer, and,
altogether the staff was increased 50 per
cent. beyond what it was under Dr. Harris,
and yet he wanted 80 per cent. more. Dr.
Harris, during the seven years he was with
us performed the work of the medical pro-
fession and of the general public in a
manner that no one could take exception to.
In fact, if Dr. Bradley was there for ten
years instead of ten months, I feel perfectly
satisfied he would mot have brought about
anything like the same satisfaction.

Mr. S1zer: What did the medical men say
when Dr. Bradley left?

The HOME SECRETARY: The medical
men were not pestered by Dr. Bradley as I
was.

Mr. S1zER: They showed their disapproval
by not sending in tests to the department,
because they realised it would be useless.

The HOME SECRETARY: When Dr.
Bradley left the influenza epidemic was
coming on. Medical men were scarce and
the only assistants we had at that time were
Dr. Wilson and Mr. Greer and two other
assistants, We could not get a medical man
until later, when we got Dr. Dean, and in
the meantime we had to get our tests made
by one of the local doctors who helped us
in special work.  That was the only reason.
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The tests were not sent to us, but they did
as they did in days gone by—sent to Sydney
or else got a local pathologist to do the worlk
for them. A comparison of the work done
by Dr. Harris and Dr. Bradley is immeasur-
ably in favour of Dr. Harris.

Now,ithe question of malignant cancer was
referred to. The hon. member made a greab
deal of that, but, notwithstanding what he
said, let me point out that in the interreg-
num between Dr. Harris leaving and Dr.
Bradley coming, there was some delay, and
yet at the same time how comes it that i%
took Dr. Bradley seventeen days after he
arrived to bring about the result of that
test? He does not say anything about that,
but that is a fact, and I think, before the
hon. member is so strong in his condemna-
tion it would be just as well to judge for
himself and explain why the test in this very
case was not produced until seventeen days
afterwards. ’

Mr. Sizer: For the simple r~ason that
there was an accumulation of work.

The HOME SECRETARY : Yes, but con-
sidering he had assistants of his own selec-
tion, he should have got through all that
work easily enough.

. Mr. S1zER: He did not have that assistance
immediately he took over the department.

The HOME SECRETARY: As soon as

Dr. Bradley was appointed he was given
assistance.

Mr. SizEr: He did not have that immedi-
ately he took over the department.

The HOME SECRETARY : The test was
received between the time Dr. Harris left
and Dr. Bradley arrived.

Mr, SizerR: It was there long before Dr.
Harris left.

The SPEAKER: Order! I cannot allow
this cross-examination to continue. The hon.
member for Nundah has made his speech,
and the Home Secretary is replying. I can-
not allow this to continue.

Mr. MacarTNEY: The Home Secretary is
doing the cross-examining.

Further interjections following,

The SPEAKER: The Home Secretary
has the floor, I ask the Home Secretary
not to reply to interjections.

The HOME SECRETARY: I thank you,
Mr. Speaker. I shall try and keep within
limits. I now come to the question of
venereal disease. 'The venereal disease
trouble—as was well known to Dr. Bradley
—needed prompt attention. Every Wednes-
day at 11 o’clock the tests were sent to him
and he was asked to furnish results at 3.30
p.m. to enable the cases proved ‘¢ positive’
to appear before the court the following
week. On the average all we had was twenty
tests, and he had five assistants. Surely if
one is asked at 11 o’clock on Wednesday to
have same completed by 3.30 the same day
it was not very much to ask—particularly
as it was not an elaborate test! It was a
simple question of a positive or negative—
a ““yea” or ‘“nay’—and that was the test
Dr. Harris applied in those cases and which
had been accepted as sufficient.

Mr. Sizer: That needs a thorough exami-
nation.

The HOME SECRETARY: No, it does
not. As far as venereal disease is concerned

Hon., J. Huzham.]
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—especially gonorrhoea—it is one of the
simplest tests you can possibly have as far
as the bacteriological examination is con-
cerned. Anyhow, a five minutes’ test was
quite sufficient to have proven whether the
case was one to bring before the court or not.
Dr. Bradley put that aside, notwithstanding
the fact that at the present time there is a
public agitation in connection with this
venereal disease. There is a book published
by Dr. Cumpston which states that out of
450,000 men who went to the front, 55,000
were affected by venereal disease—12 per
cent.

Mr. Vowres: Did you
“ Bulletin” said about that?
represent seven of those cases.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

The HOME SECRETARY: Anyhow, the
very fact that this is a vital question shows
that it should not have been put aside under
any circumstances. These girls, if they were

not properly tested, would run

[10 p.m.] riot all over the place affecting

men, and the men would reaffect
women, until we cannot imagine the extent
to which the ravage would extend. When
Dr. Bradley allows these twenty cases to go
about the place

see what the
One man may

Mr. BreENNAN: He should have been put
in gaol.

The HOME SECRETARY: And affecting
the community, one cannot but conceive that
he was neglecting his duty in not grappling
with this question straight away; and further,
he was discbeying the head of his depart-
ment—the Commissioner of Health—in not
carrying out his instructions. That was the
attitude of Dr. Bradley towards Dr. Moore
throughout the whole of the piece. He would
not obey instructions, but followed his own
sweet will. As far as diphtheria is con-
cerned, no one can say it is not detrimental
and should be grappled with, but when there
was ample time, with the assistants Dr.
Bradley had he ought not to have neglected
the very vital question of venereal disease.

Mr. S1zER: You were asking the man to
do double the work done in New South
Wales, with half the staff.

The HOME SECRETARY: I am not
troubling about what they are doing in New
South Wales. I am dealing with what they
are doing in Queensland.

Mr. Sizer: What ther are not doing in
Queensland.

The HOME SECRETARY: What was
done by Dr. Harris, What is being done by
Dr. Dean at the present time. I do not
suppose anybody can take exception to Dr.
Dean. He is a young doctor, twenty-eight
years of age, and won his M.D. degree in
the Sydney University. If Dr. Dean can
do it, surely Dr. Bradley—who had twice as
many actual assistants as Dr. Dean has—
gould have done the work efficiently. 'That
is the present state of affairs, Now, I come
to the allegation of sweating, I say that
Dr. Bradley was not sweated. Dr. Bradley
could have had ample time to do rescarch
work with the assistants he had. He neg-
lected his health work, and he could not
complain of being overworked. There is
one point on which I want to dwell, and
that is the question of refusing journals.

[Hon. J. Huzham.
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In Dr. Harris’s time we had some twenty-
five journals on research and other healin
work. They were ample for Dr. Harris,
and they should have been ample for Dr.
Bradley, even with his staff, to get informa-
tion, without asking for further journals.
He asked for ten more, two of which were
German publications which were not procur-
able during the war. He also asked that all
arrears as far as these journals were con-
cerned should be secured from 1914,

Mr. Sizer: He waived that.

The HOME SECRETARY: Yes, because
I asked him to do it. He certainly asked for
them, and it would have been a waste of
public money for us to have obtained them,
because 1t would have involved an expendi-
ture of somewhere near £100. Dr. Bradley
could not digest the twenty-five journals he
had. It was a question of getting these
journals, and if he felt inclined to look at
them he could do so.

Mr. Sizer: Does it not dawn upon the
hon. gentleman that he wanted up-to-date
journals?

The HOME SECRETARY: He had
twenty-five journals coming in throughout
the year—plenty for him to study—up-to-
date works.

Mr. Sizer: Those journals have been there
ever since the department has been there.

The HOME SECRETARY: I am speak.
ing of journals which came in every month,
not those which were out of date. He could
have kept them up to date. We agreed to
give him three more. They arrived, unfor-
tunately, after Dr. Bradley had left. I do
not know that the department would have
been any the worse off even had they not
arrived. The monkeys I have referred to.
(Laughter.) It goes to prove how ridiculous
it was for Dr. Bradley to have asked for
those monkeys for health work. It was
purely for research work—for his own pre
dilections—and not for the needs of the
department that he wanted them, because
the monkeys were not needed. It is not 8
research department.

Mr., Sizer: Then 1t is
Department,

The HOME SECRETARY: I have ex-
plained to the hon. gentleman that in New
South Wales there are two distinet depart
ments.

Mr. Sizer: They are under one control.

The SPEAKER: Order! I would ask the
hon. member to allow the Minister to make
his speech. The hon. member has already
made his charges, and the hon. gentleman 18
endeavouring to reply to them, and is not
being allowed. The hon. member is dis-
orderly in interrupting.

The HOME SECRETARY: Let me give
the hon. gentlemen two concrete instances of
how far Dr. Bradley overstepped the mark.
We had a new microtome, which is an instru-
ment that cuts skin and other specimens into
very small sections. It is needed for micro-
scopical work. It had been used under Dr,
Harris, and was working very satisfactorily,
Dr. Bradley asked for a new one, which was
to cost £50. He mede the suggestion thab
New South Wales had a second-hand one
which we could get; but what was not good
enough for New South Wales was not good
enough for us. I was quite prepared fo
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meet him if our own was not satisfactory.
We had had it tested by Dr. Dean, and also
by the head lay assistant, and it has been
shown to be doing good work. We also had
the same report from Dr. Olarkson while he
was there. It would have been a waste of
public money to have ordered a new micro-
tome which was not needed. Then there
was a new paraffin oven for developing the
films. When Dr. Dean saw it, he said,
“Why, it is big enough for the Sydney
University. What I have answers my pur-
pose well.”” There are two concrete in-
stances where Dr. Bradley thought all he
had to do was to come along and ask for the
expenditure of public money, and you must
not say him nay. Further than that, let me
point this out to hon. gentlemen, as a com-
parison in the cost of the Health Depart-
ment under Dr. Bradley end Dr. Harris.
Under Dr. Harris the expenditure for
postage and petty cash, fuel, washing, ice,
apparatus, chemicals, office  furniture,
animals, and fodder amounted in 1915-16 to
£322 4s, 4d., and in 191617 to £335 12s. 2d.
Under Dr. Bradley, in 1917-18 it was £532
15s. 9d., and in 1918-19 it was £839 10s. 10d.
You will see it was nearly three times the
amount under Dr, Bradley as it was under
Dr. Harris.

Mr. Sizer: He was trying to make it
efficient.

The HOME SECRETARY: I also want
to show how well Dr. Bradley was dealt with
here. During the ten months he was here he
left no less than four times to go to Sydney.
On 19th March he was away for ten days,
in August for eleven days, in November for
fourteen days, and then again for another
eleven days. In fact, he was taking a
perpetual holiday, and when he came back
he did not make it up by attending to his
work; he simply let it drift along to be
attended to by other people.

Mr. Sizer: Give the facts as to why he
went to Sydney. Did he not on one occasion
go to see his father, who was dying?

The HOME = SECRETARY: On one
occasion, yes. I think, if his father was in
such a dangerous state of health, it would
have been better for him to have remained
in Syvdney than to have come here. Then
Dr. Bradley, as was usual in such cases, had
considerable help afforded to him when com-
ing over here; among other things, in regard
to his furniture. The passage of his sister-in-
law, Miss Shellshear, was also paid for. It all
goes to show that we gave Dr. Bradley all
the consideration we could while he was here.
And yet he has not a good word to say for
the department or the Minister; but that
does not trouble me. Dr. Bradley should
be careful of his facts, and not try to make
capital out of the position when he was
treated so well by the department. My
statement is perfectly clear, and it proves
that Dr. Bradley has no cause to complain.
During the ten months he was molly-coddled
and made too much of, so that he thought
that he could not be dispensed with.

Mr. GRAYSON (Cunningham): I beg to
move the adjournment of the debate.

Question put and passed.

The resumption of the debate was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at fifteen minutes
past 10 o’clock p.m.

Tramway Bills.
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