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Adjournment. [20 AUGGST.] Qaustion .... 

WEDNESD.\Y, 20 AuG1:ST, 1919. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. \Y. McCormack, Cairns)· 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock p.m. 

quESTIOl\S. 

ScGAR CROP FOR 1920. 

~lr. BERTRA:M (JirueP), in the abSPlH'e 
of 111-. Smith, asked the Actin!': Premier-·· 

'• 1. In view of the fact that the agrPe
ment between thie State and the Govern
ment of the ConHnon\vealth, regarding 
the purehase of the Queensland $Ugar 
•·rop, expin·s at the end of this season, 
ha VP any negotiations taken place with 
l'L'fPronce to ll(~xt year's crop? 

" 2. In the event of tlw Government 
('rltPring into a further ap;rPement 1vith 
th<· Cummomvealth, will he take ste>ps 
to -prevent the Federal Gonlrmnent im
pc,ing conditions subversive of thG 
•<n·ereigu rights of this State, and safG
guard the rig·ht of the QuPensland Par
liament to amend any Act dealing with 
thP ;;ugar industr,v in any way that 
Pxperienf'P ha::; .sho,vn necesflary ?" 

ThL' ACTIXG PRE1IIER !Hon. E. G. 
Th0odure. (' hilla(!Of) rPplil'd--

.. 1. Ko. 

·· 2. Tltat ('on:::i{]l•ration will not be lo'-t 
-id1t of." 

:\1r. l'ORSEH (Bunutt) '"k<'d tlw Se<·rv· 
tar~· for Agri('ulture~--

,, 1. Does he contemplate' extL·ndiug tltf' 
tick cleaning area of tlw Stat0? 

"2. If ,o, what district or district" d<w~ 
h0 propoBe to include? 

'• 3. Before such action is taken in ti<·k
inf<"ted Jistricts, will an opportunity be 
given to stock owners in such arce. ~ to 
Pxpress thPir YiO"\YS lftnd experiPn<'e<;:' 
regarding tlw advisability of Buf'h 
oaC'tion ?" 

TllP SECRETAHY FOH. PUBLIC LA.:\D8 
(Hon. J. H. CoynP, Warrrgo) repli€<cl--

''1. Y<>s. 
"2. ThP dirP<'tion will hn in relation 

to the PxtPnsion of the t)xi:-;ting· elPau~~ 
lllt..!.' 1:U'Pa~. 

" 3. ::\ ot. JHX't1:-;sarily, but 1 tun Hh\-a~ e, 

"illing to rPePive the opinions of tho"" 
intt\l'~Sthi in all 1natterR l~elatint:\· to 

:-+oC'k and agrienlturP . . , 

LITE l'HIM'li'·\L OF TEAC'l!Jm~· TRAI"rxG 
( 'OLLEGE. 

:\lr. l'.Kl'HlE· (Tornnbul). in the oabsenct• of 
:\h. Elphinstont>. ash•d tlH' Re0retary for 
Pu bl ie Instruction--

·· 1. h it a fad that ilw principal of 
the Teacher,' Training College is about 
to be retired and anpointed to a sul>or
·linate pooition on thP ~taff of the Qtwen•
l and l\1 use tun ? 

·· 2. If ~o. \vhat i~ thl' J't•a.sou for T Lv 
contPlnplated a>~: i ion~!'' 



iASSEMBLY.] Di~unt from RuUng. 

Th~ SECHETAH.Y FOH PtiBLIC IK · 
STUUCTIOX (Hon. U. F. Hardaon·. 
},cirhlwrdt) replied-

''1 and 2. Dr. Shirl(•v~,. oerviet>s hav{' 
been mueh appreciab'd. by the Govcr11 
rnent, but as he a ttain<•d the full ag(• of 
'CH'ntv vears on the 11th August instant 
he ha·d: in terms of section 49 of the 
Publie Servic,• Acts, 1896 to 1901, to he 
retired from the position of prinei pal of 
the Tear·hers' Training College, and wa" 
so retirod as from the 31Bt DecPmbE·r. 
1918. Hi~ sPrvicr-; indPPd were f.IO n1uc:h 
apprc·eiated that lw wus reLtilled for 
four 1nonth~ be.vond thP agf which it
ordinarilv rt>g-arded a9 th~.· ao·~ of rPtirP~ 
1110n1. l'.he QuePnsland ::V1us~um is cort 
1 rolled fn- the ( ~hief Secretary';, D<·part · 
mem, ancl I would suggest that the hon. 
member address to the Chief Secretar~ 
the inquiry regarding the re-employment 
of Dr. Shirlev in conneetion with the 
Mnseu1n." ~ 

'fAR001f ~ETTLEME~·r ~·oR ABoRIGIKb~. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE ashd thP RomP 
!'.<>Cretar-,;-

" l. II~t, his attention been ealled to a 
paragraph appearing in thP 'Courier.' 
under daw 16th June, wherein a church 
dignitar~·. who has recently visited the 
Taroom i:lPttlement for Aborigines, com
plairJPd, amongst other things, that thf! 
conditions were thoroughly depressing, 
and that money was being spent therP 
without any real plan or object in v-iew? 

"2. \V ill he statr; whether thesE' c1·iti~ 
eisms are justified., and what steps he is 
raking to have the conditions remcdi<'d. 
and tlw expPnditnre better rlirectPd ?" 

The HO ::VU: SEC'RE'L\ RY (Hon. .J 
Huxham, Rumntla) mpliPd·~ 

" 1 and 2. Yt"S : moHPV ha;; not hepn 
spent withon1 an:v rea 1 plan or objef't ln 
viB\v.'" 

R I!LW,,. Hn·;;xu: PBR E1IPLOYE>- ur· HAIL WAY 
DEPART)!El\T. 

:VIr. CIJRSER. in th<· abHPnce of Mr. 
Mm·gan. a'ked i·he SPeretnry for Railwa~s-

" What amount of revenue (net) was 
produeed by thP Railway Department. 
p('l' L•mploy<•<•, during the year endPd
:al 30th .JnnP, 1919: (IJ) 30th ,June, 1914 ?'' 

Hox. \Y. :-.::. GILLU~:'; (Eacham) repli<>d-
H (nl £17 3s. 9d.; IIJi £102 lls. lld." 

t-3TRlKf::R J~ STATE BUTCHERIE:-5. 

.Mr. CORSER, in the absen2e of Mr. 
.Morgan. asked the Chief Secretary ... 

" 1. How manv strikes have there been 
in State butcherles in Queensland during 
the year ended 30th J unP, 1919? 

" 2. How many shops wew affected by 
those strikes, and what was the total 
period for which each was closed? 

H 3. Ho-w many custon1ers, on an 
average per week, were served by shops 
affected by the strikes during the vear 
ended 30th June, 1919 ? • 

" 4. Were the strikers paid any wages 
in respect of the time thev >vere on 
strike; if so, how much?" 

Rox. J. M. HUNTER (Jfara ,oa) replit>d-
,, 1. Four. 
"2. (a) Twenty: (b) Townsville. four. 

nine days; Charh•rs Towers, two, nin~> 
days; Mount :Morgan. fiv<l, five days; 
Rockhampton, three, five days; Bunda
berg, one, one day. Brisbane-Victoria 
BridgE', el<?ven days; Roma street, ten 
days; Woqlloongahba, eight days: 
Valley. nine days; Albion, eight day;,. 

" 3. Townsville, 7,000 per \VPek; 
Charters TowPrs, 4,000 per week: Bunda 
berg, 4,000 per week; Rockhampton. 
5,600 per wPek: Mount M organ, 8,000 per 
Wf'ek: Bri"bane, 22,000 pPr w, .'k. 

·' 4. ~o "~agf'..:; paicl." 

.PAPERS. 
The following papers, laid on the 1 ablr. 

w<'re orderod to be printt>d :. 
Report of the lnspeetor of Hospitah for 

the Insane. 
TwPnty-fourth report of the Auditor· 

General under th<' f\upr<>m<• Com·t 
Fund~ . \et nf 1895. 

On the motion of ::VIr. Gl'~K (CruJI'IITOTIJ 
it wa.s formally n~,olve<l~-·~ 

"That therE' he laid on tlH• tablf' of 
the Hon":- a return Rhowing· 

(1) ThP number of State butchPriP>
in operation in Queensland at <!at<·. 

(2) WhNP thE'y are situatc,d. 
(3) The; aYPrage nurnlwr of r·u,tnmer" 

<ervcd ln thf' Statf' hutelwri•·' a~ " 
wholP." · 

l>ISf-\E:.\T FRO.YI :VllL S l'E~\K ~;R '1' 
Ht'LIKG. 

SH:<illl~G ORDER Xo. 280\. 

:Vlr. AIACAR'T:\'EY (Tuou·o"ff/. w :n"v 
ing--· 

'' 1. T.hat 'o much 0f ~\ilr. Spr .-,ker'>< 
ruling, giwn on \Vedn.,,day. thf· thir· 
teenth day of Augu•t, 1919, on thf' 
motion ' That the Speaker do now leavP 
thE' chair,' rpported in 'Han<"ard' for thi, 
"ession (pages 151 and 152), '" determine' 
that debatP cannct t<1kl' plaep on " 
motion that a Bill lw introduced under 
C'lausp (2) of Standing OrdPr Xo. 280A. 
bP disagreed with ; and 

"2. That Standing Q,.,rJ,.,., c-;u.-. 245. 
263, and 264, which provid<· fM the 
'econd and third reading:; of Bills upon 
a ' futnrP clay,' haYP not been affected 
b:c the provisione of Stand in)!; Order ::\ o 
280A," 

saicl: In rising to UlOYe the n1ution ~Ntndin~ 
in rny name, I rna~ ... '5ay I do not Iuove it 
because I lta Vf' any hope of it8 being rarried 
by this Chamber, nor do· I moYP it with an~· 
·desire of being disrespectful to :Mr. SpeakN 
I de,ir<? that tlw question of hoiV tlw ltusines• 
of this Chamber should be r·onducted h<• 
cleared up, in order that nwmben on eith<'r 
side ma,· know exactly where thev arf·. Tlw 
Govermnent of to-dav are sometime" rhe 
Opposition of to-morrow, and what applie' 
to the Opposition t.Q-day may apply to the 
Gowrnment when t.hey get into Opposition. 

Th<' ACTING PRE'UIF.R: You ar<' lookin~ f,H 
into the futHr~. 



L~O Ar;m:,.;T.] .llr. Speaker's Ruling. 

_Mr. :VIACAHT::\EY: \VP art· not going to 
.hseuss that bide is,;ue now. The motion is 
not.l{uitP in thP form in which I gave noticP. 
There i'. a slight error in printing· it. 
Shortly. Jt means, howewr, that I wish to 
disagree with M_r. Sp_eaker's ruling so far as 
rt prevents •a d1scusswn at the time of the 
introduction of a Bill, and that it can b<;' put 
through all its stage~ in the one day. 

The SPEAKER: I would likE> the hou. 
;gentleman to state clearly what lw means bv 
th" introdudorv stagP. Is it thP motion fo.r 
!eave to intro-c.luce thP Bill? 

:VIr. :VIACABT:'\"1~'{: That is the point I 
,J.!Il going to dpa} with. ThPre are t\vo 
•rwtlwtb of introdur·ing· Bills into this Cham. 
i>et'. Ow· is h,v order Ol' leave of thP Houst•. 
''fhi~·h j~ .a p\rain n.1otion that. lPaYe be given 
··" tlltC{>dm·p a Bill. That practice is not 
.ndinarily u•;.ortPd to. Bills whieh imposP 
a. f•hargp upon thP revl:lnue require a messagP 
·fl\Jm the thryernor. and rtrfl ordinarily intro
·!ncPd in Committee. That, I take it. 
"'count' for the particular form in which 

i;hc- Dairy Produee Bill was originallv intro 
dueed last Bession. That is to sav, • a prP· 
liminary motion is notified and moved after 
rPt'l"ipt of a rnes~::~ag~ frorn thf~ Gov~rnor. in 
rh•• following- form:--

.. That this Hou"''· ut it" w•xt sittino. 
do rp:-;olve it"lt>lf into t1 < 10tntnith•P of tl~t' 
\1\''"holp to (·orudder of thP -c:~P~itahlpnpo;.;:;;: of 
introdueing a Bill." 

(" sueh ea'"· thm·pfore, th<' Bill is introduced. 
nut on the firet motion that " To-morrow thP 
House will resoh·e itself into a Committee of 
th, Vl'hole,'' but on thP subsequent motion 
moved in Committee. "That it is de,irabl<· 
I') introduee thP Bill." That seems to be th" 
pnint . .Mr. f-\ppakcr. upon "-hich you and I. 
1t any ratn. hav<' diffPred in connection with 
·,hi~ rnattt~r. 

Tht• SPE.\KEH: !\light l intl'rrupt hen•: 
Where would the first stage st<trt w.hen the 
Bill would not- JH'Pd the introductory Com· 
mitteP sragp ·: A Bill mav lw introduced 
whieh i!> not " ll!Otll·y Bill. and whil'h woul<l 
W)t JH-'Pd a {;onunittPf> :;;tagp at alL 

~lr.. :.VL-\{'r\l{TXEY:: The SpeakPr ,, 
hrmgmg nH' to t]tf' pomt of the me<tning of 
t.llf• wcrd ·· fl.tagf'.s. ,. ThP ·word "stages" call 
on!~· lll' imerpretNl in the sensp in which it 
'" us<>d in any pa rtic·ular. placP. You may 
'peak gPnPr<Illy of tlH' 'tages of the introduc·
rion an<l. passing of a Bill through thr• 
HowH•. Of (•ourse. PVf'ry RtPp i~ >a &tage frouJ 
t.hat parrieular point of Yiew. ThE' tec·hnical 
,.f·tlgP~ gf'nPrall;; arP regarded a:-;. th£' first. 
second, and third readings, and vou, :VIr. 
RrwakPr, arE' spe<Iking of the word ii1 another 
·•·IBP. Bnt iu this particular ca'<' I say th>l 

· thP word "··tages." in th<> Standing Order. 
deals Hl<>rf' particularly with thP "''cond point 
I an1 r·on•ing to. \Ye ar·e entitkd to dehatP 
•1r anwnd, if ueeessan·. the '· motion after 
noticP. '' ,,·hid1 is refen:ed to in tlw Standing 
I Jnhr. If hon. members will look at tlw 
St<Inding- Ort!Pr the~· will find that, under 
parap-raph (1). whPn the conditions to w.hieh 
•·hat paragraph is anplir·ahle exist, thB Bill 
rna;.. ··on Inotiun after noticP. bC' r(~sunlf'{l 
~n :.i :::.uLsequ()nt session of the sarnP Parlia
IHPnt at thf' puint which it h<td reaehed in 
tiH• I,reviou~ scs .. ion." There are no \\--ord~ 
th<'rP limiting Pitlwr anwndment or .debate. 

ThP SEcRETARY FOR PcBLTC L-\1';D': You flt'P 
, t·iyirw; on parag-rap}J (2) ·: 

:\ir. ~vlACAHTNEY: I am qw''tioning 
paragr·aph (2), but I am referring to para
graph (1) for tho purpo,;p of the interpreta
tion. Then"' is no lirnitation thel'f' in reg,ard 
to arnendrnent OJ' de hat<' of tht• "rnotiou 
aft'lr notic•e''--which clearlv shows what th<o 
Standing Orders Committer' had in mind i11 
n·gard to paragraph (1). I say it is l{Uitf' 
l'easonable- to as~nn1c that tlw "Connnitte<~ 
had that in mind in regard to paragniph (2), 
becaus0 they u::<t> exactl~· tlw f'.CllllP language. 
1'aragraplr (2) Ra:n-· 

"The Ranw Hill ma ,. be introduced 
int.o the L(~g·i~lative ~-\~st~n1bh on tnotion 
after notice~ in a .sub::;PqlH-'llt "'P~sion of 
thf~ ~anH) Parli::unent-·--·· 

'l'h«t is thP RalltP up to that poiut 
·· and }W'-~SPd through all i't~ "'bJ).~'('"' -

That doP.- noi rPfPr to the " motion aft,,·r 
uotic·e." hn1 to all thP .stag·pf' oi thP Hill-. 

'• without amendment or .c[phatc. and 
Rent to tlw LPgiRlat·jyp f'omtdl for th<>i?· 
('OllCUrJ'Pllf'P."' ' 

Tlu'-'J'Pfnn-·. I t·olJtt:>ud that .it W<J~ the inteu 
tiou of the Standing Order~ Co1nn1ittee~
and it iB thP Btanding Ordc·r "' it is that 
Hmst IH' interprPted b:1· thi.- HonRf'--that th•· 
" motion after notice" c:ould bP discussed: 
>!lld thNP are very g-ood rf'asons for that. 

'l'h" SPEAKER: I ruled that thf' " motion 
aftE'l' notieP •· l'Onld bP diRl'URSed. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Yes, I pointed that 
out. It seemR to nw that the Speaker 
differed from: rnP on thP point of where· 
that discussion could take vlace. Th" 
Speaker seemed to think it could take placf• 
on thP motion, "That this House shall, at 
its nPxt 'itting. reRoh-<• itself into a C~m· 
mitt PP of the Vl'hole." and not on the motiOn 
for t.Jw introduction of the Bill which is' 
put to tlH• Committee. My difficulty in ;,on 
nPction with that iR that J havp rulmgs 
h;· Mr. Speaker in which Mr. Speaker ha' 
disallowed. on t hP lirst motion, a discus· 
sion of thP suhject-mattPr of thQ Bill. Mr. 
Speaker, a> reported on page 2527 of "Han· 
sard" for 1916-17. stopped the then leader 
of thP Opposition. Mr. Tolmie, from. dis 
l'UBsing the C'ommis,ioner for Trades B1ll on 
that particular motion. He would not pflr· 
mit anv .discussion. As a matter of fact. 
in comieetion with tlw Bill upon which I 
raised the point of order. he stopped th<' 
hon. member for Drayton. 

The B!'EAKER: The hon. member know<' 
that it is not mnal to discus' a Bill on tht' 
orig-ina 1 rnotion. 

::\lr. MACARTNEY: I know that is so, but 
WP have to llf' l'arPful that our rightfl ar<' 
pl'f'Sflt'VPtl. ~ 

Tlw SPEAK~:H: Tho'<' rig-ht-. will lw 
preserYod. 

:\lr. :VIACAH.T:'\EY: Vlt• haw your ruling: 
that on thifl partieular motion-" That thP 
HmN> rr•solve itself into a Committe<~ of thP 
V\holP at its next sitting'' ancl 'o on-th<' 
rnatlPJ' eannot bP discuss<"c1. If ,ve havP 
that ruling-. and the ruling·. that. you .g.ave 
thP other day, then 'n' arfl m th1s pos;twn, 
that we do not know whether Wt' can thscu&" 
thP Bill at all. 

Tlw SPEAKEH: Tlw hou. memlw1· might 
give mp thP ql}OHttion and pag'f\ --n that I 
might alJ~\YPr bun. 

M 1·. J;f acartne;y. J 



:W4 lJisscnt from, 

Mr. MACAR'l':'\EY: I gave you the page. 
I mentionE'd page 2527 of " Hansard" for 
1916-17. It seems to me that we may fall 
between two ··tool,; I would like to sav that 
a Bill" may be> int;·oduced under this Stand
ing Order twelve or fifteen months after it 
was dealt with in the preceding session, and 
the personne I of this Ho us.;: might also to 
some extent have changed in the meantime. 

The ACTIXG PRE~IIER : It must be during 
the sanw Parliament. 

;}1r. MACART.i\'EY: 'I'he personnel might 
ehange, not by a g!'neral election, but to 
~otnP Pxtent by by-eleC'tions; and. as. tt 
r.1atter of fact, the purport of the measure 
may havc> JHlSSPd out of the public mind, and 
may have passed out of the minds of hon. 
mmnbPrs of this Chamb<cr: and, if we are 
~J;Oinp; to adopt a short cut, such as Stand
ing OrdPl' 280A provi·de' then we ought to 
adopt it with such n•>er~ations, at any rate, 
as would enable the Chamber to be thor
oughly a<'quainted with the pros and cons 
relating to the measur.; which is going to 
be eo introduced. It is a matter in rf'gard 
to whi<·h we should protect ourselves as 
to our right of discussi.Qn. I am not par
ticular, Pxeept so far as the strict observance 
of the Standing Order i" concern.;d, as to 
whetht'r we havf' the discussion on the intro
ductory motion or on the motion in Com
mittee, w long a& I am surP of having it 
on one motion or the other. I say that, 
according to a strict- interpretation of thn 
Standing Or·d.;r-and you ean only interpret 
the SL~nding Order by what the Standing 
OrdPr savs, and not bv what was in the 
mind of >tny member of 'the Standing Orders 
CommittPe when the Standing Order was 
passe·d, or h:v what he thinks it mPans-you 
< 1m only interpret thE) Standing Order by 
what the Btanding Order actually says; and, 
aecor·ding to my reading, the Standing Ordet· 
says we ha V<' the right to discuss the " motion 
after notice." It so happens that this Bill 
on which the Speaker's ruling was given 
is a CommittP!;! Bill-that it is a Bill im
posing a eharge on the revenue. If it cam<' 
before the House in another form, and only 
required the !Pave of the House to b<;1 intro
ducPd, there would have been no trouble. 
It seems to me that it is the second motion
that is th<;! motion before Committee-which 
is the aetual Order of Leave, and which is 
the introduction of the Bill. I sav, tech
ni< ally speaking, that that is the period at 
which we ~hould have the discussion. 

On the- st'<'onrl point, I say that it is mani
festly dear on an interpretation of the S'tand
ing Order that the Standing Order is not 
fffective to enable the Bill to he put through 
all its stag-<•s in one day, because such a 
procedurp is directly in conflict with the 
Standing Orders referred to in my motion, 
which speeificall"l' sav that the second and 
third readings sl!all be taken on a future day. 
It would have been very easy for the Stand
ing Orders Committ<'e, if they had in their 
minds that a Bill should go through all 
its stages in one day, to have put in the 
words " in one day." That would have been 
the simplest thing in the world: but by leav
ing out thos<' words you can only come to 
the· natural conclusion that the committe<>. 
for some reason or otlwr, thought it was of 
somP import that the Yarious periods should 
b" allowed to run between the various stages. 
ThPre j, a t•ou,.id.<'rablf' misconception as to 
what tlh pos1t1on iR. Last week, the hon. 

[Mr. M acartney. 

Mr. Speaker'B H1.ding. 

memb,,r f0r Kqlpel, who is a member of the 
Standing Orders Committee, attempted to 
t!cal with the matt<:r somewhat fullv. I have 
read his rmnarks, and I have not 'been ab!" 
to discover that the hen. member reallv 
l'<'alised what th<e matter in dispute is. · 

Mr. LARCOMBE: The same might be ~aid 
about yourself. 

M;·. MACARTNEY: I also know that the 
Trt':tsure·r. who spoke on the previous occa
sion. took this House into his confidence 
when the Rtanding Order was introduced, 
and lv 1old the Hous•.• that it was llcYer 
intendPd to apply this Standing Order to 
important Bills: it would only be, in his 
opininu, applicable to Bills of a. simpl<' 
charad<'r ,uch "' the· Townsville Harbour 
Hoard Bill. 

Ti"' :'\.PE"\.KER.: The hon. member would 
nut .:-;uggT:::t that aR a rea:-.;on for .disagreeing· 
to rny ruling? 

:\h. :\IACAH.TNEY: :Xo. 
witl' th·· intl'rprl'tation of 
Ord<'r, 

I am dealing 
tlw Standing-

Tlw 1:\PEAKEg: The intcl'pretation of th" 
Rtanding Orcter iR not in the hands of the 
'l'reasun•r or in thC' hands of the Govern-
rnent. 

::\11-. :\1ACART.:\1EY: 1 might, in discu• 
'ing thl' queotion, gin• thP history of the 
Standing Order when it was passed. Th" 
:o:\tanding Orde_:_· has a history. The Trea
Hirer introduced it in this Chambe·r and 
c '<plained it, and he gave his view as to 
what il would apply to, and I am say.ing 
that thd·e has been a general misunderstand
ing. By and Iarg<>, as Mr. Kidston used to 
'ay, the 1:'\tanding Orders can only be inter
prpted from what they say. I am referring 
10 you. Mr. SpPaker, as the officer who must 
protec-t Hw rights and privileges of hon. 
uwrnbers. and I ask that you will interpret 
the Standing Order in accordance with what 
it sayB, and uot in accordance with what 
might be merely a convenient interpretation 
for the moment. There may be a good 
l'<'3€0n win· the> stageo -hould be taken at 
diffen•nt times. I press very strongly on the 
l'ight of having a diseuesion on the motion 
introduc·ing thf' BilL 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member ha~ 
<'xhausted the· timc> allowed bv the Standing 
OrdPrs. ' 

Ho:-; .. J. U, .\l'l'EL (.-llbut): It cannot 
lw conceived for one moment that it wan 
proposed by this Standing Order to debar 
debate in c-•mnection with the introduction 
of a nwasure such as the one which hao 
c·aused this discussion. The point now is 
rh at two rulings of Mr. Speaker have been 
quot<•d. One ruling says that debate can only 
tak, pl,c<· at one ]JOint, and the other sayz 
that dPbatP eau only take place at another 
point. Tlw whole· object now really is to 
havP it laid down definitely at which point 
debut<' ran take place. As the leader of the 
Opposition h:.s pointed out, there can be no 
doubt th1"t, according to the Standing Order, 
there can be• no debate on the measure itself; 
yet sometl1ing may have arisen which may 
really require <l<,bate as to whether th.e 
mattPr should be entered .into at all or not. 
As the leader of the Opposition says, there 
may have been a change in the personnel 
nf th<> Huuse owing to by-elections, or publie 



opiniou may have changed upon the; point, 
and it may require debate and discussion as 
lo whef'e·r thP particular measure should be 
permitted to come before the House at all. 

Mr. BERTRA)! : \Vhat is yonr opinion? 

Hox. ,r. G. APPEL: We are asking for 
a ruling; it is not a question of my opinion. 

:Mr. ::'.1TTLLAK: You have ,. ruling. and >OU 
are disagreeing to it. · · 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: W<> have a ruling 
bv Mr. Speaker--

The SPEAKER: Ha' the· hon. membt•r 
t•ead the ruling: 

Hoc;r .• J. G. APPEL: I simply heard it 
quoted by the lr·ader of the Opposition. 

The SPEAKER: In that ruling I said I 
would allow the fullest ·debate on thP motion 
to introduce the Bill. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: Is that the first ruling 
or the second ruling? 

The SPEAKER: The first ruling. 

HoK. J. G. APPEL: What is the seoond 
ruling? 

The SPEAKER: The second ruling is that 
then• can be no debate at any other stage. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: Of course, the point 
really is that we desire to elucidate the 
matter, and to ascertain definiteh· when 
debate ean takt• plac<'. That is the whole 
question. 

. '!'he !'\PEAK!<;~ : The leader of the Oppo
ittwn Is not ra1smg any que,,tion as to thP 
t•ight of debate. He admits that there can 
be no debate on the Bill itself; it is onlv as 
•.o the< stage when debate may take place. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: I admit that. too. 
it is only a question as to whether debate 
may take place as to whether the measure 
-hould be placed beforP thc< Hous0 or not. 

A GovERN:\IENT '!\fE}IBER : 'fhere can be 
no debate on the measure being introduced 
a second timr,-th,, Rtanding Orcher is elPar 
•m that point. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: The hon. membt•r 
ttas not grasped the point I am endeavour· 
;ng to arrive at. There is no question that, 

when the measure is once beforP 
[4 p.nt.J the House, there can be no 

debate upon it. Whnt we want 
to elucidate is the time when a dehate can 
take place as to whether tlw Bill :<honk! 
t>OTilE' lJefore the Fiouse or not. 

The second point raised bv the !ead!'r of 
the Opposition is also one that I think it 
would be well to elucidate-that is, as to 
whether the Standing Order permits a me>L· 
·mre, when it is once before the House. to 
be passed through all its stage<, in one day. 
There is no direction there. I take it that, 
tf it has bNm intended that a Bill should 
:omP bnfore the House in the usual way, 
'tage by stag«, thCJ Standing Order would 
have distinctly said so. However, we mav 
!'·et an elucidation of the matter from :vou, 
).J'r. RpPaker, and I, therefore, second· the 
motion of the lead('r of the Opposition. 

The ~IWRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
.Hon .. J. H. Coyne, lVarrego): The object 
,,f introdueing such a Standing Order as 
t.his. in th" first place, was to do awav with 
useh·ss diseussion on Bills which the "Hous(' 
had already agr<'Pcl upon. (Hear, hear:) 

Jlr. Spwker's Ruling. 

The· ]Padcer of the Opposition says that he 
thinkR discussion should be allowed in Cam· 
mitteto-that is, on the second stage. I quit" 
ngr<'e with you, J\Ir. Speaker, that a general 
discussion mav be allowed on the motion. 
"' Th t vou .do leave the chair," so that, if 
there• should be any alteration in the per· 
smmP! of thG Assemblv, those members who 
werp not here the. pre.vious session could b"' 
mad<' acquainted with the objects of tho 
Bill. if nceccssarv. 'fhat is all that should 
be ;·equircd, because the Government \:ho 
intJ·ochtcP a Bill which has been passed by 
llw As>Pmblv. and not dealt with bv the 
Couneil. hav(, then the right to bring 1n the 
Bill again. We know the enormous coPt 
whc•n Bills go to the other Chamber, then 
l'O!llt' baf'k here, have amendn1ents made in 
rlwm again, are sent back a second time. 
and again amended in the Council. and then 
arp brought back, here again. 

}fr. :i1ACARTXEY: This Standing Order does 
not alter that. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS: 
Xo. I am speaking of the need for having 
t!tc> t-itanding Order in the first place. The
], adc•r of thi• Opposition says ho thinks that 
thP Assem,bly haVf' a right. under the Stand. 
ing Order, to discuss the Bill in Committee 
on the motion for leave to introduce. I do 
Itot agrep with the !ton. gentleman there at. 
all. !weans« a discus:;ion at that st>Lge would 
lw of no importance whatever, miles< th•· 
di;;enssion permitted of an amendment being 
made to tlw motion. Unless it could lead 
tc1 an amPndment being made. the discussion 
woult! be absolutely useless. As an amend· 
niPnt is not permissible unde.r the Standing 
OrdPr, it only goes to show the wisdom of 
th« introduction of a St>Lnding Order of thiF 
sort. With regard to the question of putting 
tlw nwasurc through all its stages in on,; 
day, l think that the ver:v paragraph of thv 
:-;tanding Order, under which this motion of 
disagrepment "as brought in, settles that-· 

'• ·when a Bill has beeu passed by thE' 
LPgislatiw> Assembly, ami transmitted to 
till' L< ((islative Council, and not returned 
'" thP Legislative Assembly owing tc 
prorogation of Parliament, the same Bill 
may be introduced into the Legislativ<• 
.\Bsembly, on motion afte1· notice '' 

which waR done-
" in a subsequent session of the same 
Parliament, and passe-cl through all it. 
~tag<'s without amendrr\ent or debate, and 
sent to the Legislative Council for their 
<'Ottt•urrence, notwithstanding anything 
to the contrary in thc•se Standing Orders 
('ontained." 

That i' the principal point of the Btanding 
OrdPr, whiuh upsets the contention of th<" 
hon. g0ntleman. It says that it shall be sent 
to the Legislative Council, after being passed 
through all its stages, "ithout am•<ndment 
Dr dPbate. Does that mean that you ar<' 
going to spread it over six months? 

l\Tr. MACARTXEY: It does not matter. That 
;, wh>Lt it savs-" without amendment or 
<ldrate. '' ·· 

The BECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDB: 
The object of this Standing Order was to 
return the Bill to the Chamber which had 
uot had time to deal with it in the previcmR 
.c·,sion. so that they might deal with it. 

:\fr. MACARTNEY : Why did they noi·. put m 
thP :::.irnplc \Vords •· in one day"? 

Hon. J. 11. C'Jyne.J 
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Tlw SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC LANDS: 
Bt>eause there was 1io necessity for it. It 
was left to the good sense of hon. members 
to understand it. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: And you are a legislator. 
. Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I am more than a legislator. (Opposition 
'aughter.) 

Mr. F. A. CoOPER: You are an instructor. 

The SEOHE'rARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The hon. gentleman made out a very poor 
•!a;;e. He referred to Standing Orders 245, 
263, and 264, which have no application to his 
c·ontention that the Speaker's ruling should 
be disagreed to, because the last line and 
:t-half of the Standing Order completely 
ups•·ts his contention. rt says-

" notwithstanding anything to the con
trary in thPse Standing OrderR con
tained." 

Mr. MACAR'rNEY: That applies to amend
ment or debate. 

'J'he SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC LANDS: 
It means nothing of the sort. It means that 
1t shall bH passed through all i.ts stages 
without amendment or debate, and sent to 
:.ht> Legi,lative Council for their concurrence. 

TlH• .\CTING PREMIER: Forthwith. 
Mr. :Vl.ICARTNEY: "In one day.'' Do you 

!ind thp word •· forthwith " there~ 

The SECRE'rARY FOR PUBLIC LA::-ms: 
::-.io. But there i~ no necessity to bring in 
'he word " forthwith," or the words 
"through all its stages in one day." B'•eing 
that· the final sentence--

"notwithstanding anything to the oon
trary in these Standing Order~ con
tairH.·<.L .. 

there. 

Mr. ~1.\UAR'l':ri~CY: That only applies to what 
'"a::> do uP before. 

Tht> SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
"io, it refers to the passing through all its 
,;tagc•, without delay, notwithstanding what 
>ther ::-\tanding Orders say. 

Mr. ;viACARTKE'I : Are the word> '' without 
delay '' in it? 

Th" tlECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
They are not there. "Why do you want to 
rc•ad the words in? If they were there, . 
ther'" would be no need to put in the last 
pari of the sentence, because then the Bill 
would have to go through all its stages in 
one day. 

.Mr. liiACARTNEY: 'l'he .last part of the 
•entence ie only surplusage. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
::-.io; the last part of the sentence does what 

1 the hon. gentleman 'ays it does not do. 
~1r. MACARTNEY: It does not sav that a 

Bill should b" passed through all its stages 
~~ in one day." -

The SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
That could not be doni' without the pro
vision ('ontain€_'d in this Standi11g Ordt•r. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: You do not under,tand 
what you arp talking about. 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC LAl';'DS: 
I understand that. if it were the intention 
of ihn Rtandiug- Orders Committee to pass 
the Bill through all its stages in one day. 
thert• would be l!O necessity to insert the 
<'onduding part of the sentence. 

[Hon . ./. JI. Coyne. 

11:lr. 8peakr/s Ruling. 

~fr. MACARTNI:Y: That ih not there for 
that purpose at all. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLlv LANDS: 
I think it is. and it s-eems to me that that 
makes the int<·ntion of the Standing Order 
quite clear. 

'l'he ACTI.i\'G PREMIER (Hon. E. G. 
ThPodore, C'hil/agor): I think the Standing 
Ot•der is not as complete as it might be. 
and that, it is open to more than one inter
pretation. I feel that a common-sensa 
interpretation of the Standing Order might 
he giYen eithPr "ay ; but, reading the Stand
ing Order a,, it stands, and knowing tlw 
wa v in which it will be applied, it seem~ 
to "me that your ruling, Mr. Speaker, ;, 
correct. The interpretation you haYe giYtm 
of the Standing Order is a perfeetly naturnl 
interpretation to read into it. The word. 
" in onP daY" were evident!v intend,.d to 
be read into it. If the Standing Order> 
('ommittP<• had -decided to put thP matter 
'absolutely beyond doubt, they could have 
inRerte.d the words •• in one day," but, eveu 
with tlw omission of those words, the ruling 
c~·ou have given i,, perfectly reasonable. 
respeciall;y in view of the latter words of 
paragraph (2)-" Notwithstanding anything 
to the contrary in these Standing OrdN·~ 
<'ontainPd." What are these things·: They 
«re that tht> Bill shall pass "through all 
it" stages without amendment or debat!' and 
be transmitted to the Leg·islative Council for 
thf'ir concurrence." "\.Vhv are those word" 
put in if the ordinary· stageH arp to b~ 
delaved in accordance with the ordinar, 
Standirw Orders after the Bill has been intr(i~ 
<iuced ~ "'The intention obviouslv i8 that the 
Bill should be transmitted to· the Council 
forthwith. after all the stages have been 
treated as formal and passed in the one day. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Doet' it say "forth
with''~ 

T'he ACTING PREMIER: The word 
.. forthwith " is not there, but that is evi
dt>ntlv the intention of the framers of th" 
Standing Order. The leader of the Oppoei
J,ion has argued that, if the Speaker's ruling 
were upheld, it would have the ~ffect . of 
destroving th<' effectiveness of the i:ltandmg 
Order: But I hold that the Speaker must 
place such an interpretation on the Stand
ing Order as will make it effective, and 
the interpretation he hao put upon it is 
rPasonable. 

:'vir. ::Y1ACARTNEY : You eould get the Order 
altert~d at once 

The AC'TIKG PREMIER : If the hon. 
gentleman thinks the Standing Order is 
likPly to be strained by the interpretation 
put ;,pon it, then, as he is a member of the 
Standing Orders Committee, he could get 
thP Order altered. 

:Vir. :\1A0ARTx;;Y: Fancy mY asking for 
:wything and getting it! 

The ACTING PREMIER: The hon. mem
ber is joking when he says that. The fact 
is that the general treatment accorded by 
the Government to the present Opposition 
is much more generous than the treatment 
which was accorded to u" bv hon. gentlemen 
opposite when we werf' in· opposition. 

).([r. ~1ACARTNEY: Your memory i• very 
ohort. 

The ACTING PREMIER: I think thP 
ruling of the Speaker a perfectly sound one. 

:Ylr. MACARTNEY: "'hat about discussion 
at any tin1e? 
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The AUTING PRE:VIIER : That point the 
bo1:. rneruber rnay consider 1nore 1naterial 
than the point l have been diBcussing, but 
n1y own opinion is that no discussion is 
pPrmissible at any stage. The who]., test 
nf his contention on that point iB what con
~titutcs a stage of the Bill. Arc there any 
more &tage' in connection with a financial 
Bill or an .\ppropriation Bill than there 
are in connection with ordinan· Bills·: 'IherP 
are. Th<' additional stages" in c mnection 
with a finam·ial Dill or an Appropriation 
Bill arc th~ir introduction and initiation in 
\ ~onuniHPt'. If a ~trict ru 1inf?' is g]yen under 
this Standing Order, I doul>t ;·ery much if 
thPrf' can be anv discussion after thP :\linis 
rer has introdm:od the Bill under Standinf! 
Order J\'o. 280A. Thfl Sp<'aker wa&, l think, 
n•ry consideratP to thP House iu layimc 
down a ruling which pPrmit'" of discu'"ion 
·m thP "motion nftM notiC'f' •· ha,; been 
g-iYP!l. 

Mr. :VfACARTKEY: \Vhat tlo vou mean b} 
" rnotion after notice" ? · ' 

The AC'I'ING PREMIER: 'l'hat is tho 
motion to go into Committee. I think thE· 
Speak8r's ruling is rea,onable, and it ought 
ro be sustained. 

The SPEAKEH : If the first otage is tllP 
m_oti'!n to go into Oo!llmittee, then, if the 
Brll Is not a money B11l, there would be no 
<·hanC'R for discussion. 

Tlw ACTING PREMIER : Quite Ho. But 
tmder the Standing Order as it now stands, 
.'00. w'!uld be absolutely justified in stopping 
<h<'cusswn at any stage. 

_ Mr. MACARTNEY : ThP Standing Order pro
vrdes that some notice of the introduction 
f the Bill must be given. 

The ACTING PREMIER : Those are 
f-lltage;; of the Bill. 

:\Ir. M.H'ARTXI:Y: Tlw first motion iB-
.. That thP 1-Iou~P rP:-iolvr• it:-;plf i11to u 

( ~onnnitteP to t·onsidt-r thP {lf'-~irablr-ne~ 
of introdU<·ing the Bill." 

Th0 AC'l'I:t\'G PRE::VHEH: XPcessarilv 
that is. a stag.:; of thu Bill. The Standing· 
4 h·dor re so WK!., th":t _rts _application may 
ar_nount to a s_Pnous lumta tron of the rights 
of members m regard to diSC'ussion but 
r think the ruling of tlw Speaker is 'right, 
and ought to be upheld. · 

~~r. ELP_Hl~S'I_ONE (Oxley): This is a 
bUbJect ":hiCh IS mterestmg to a layman, 
:~-!thong~ It must be admittE•d that it requires 

certam amount of legal trainin"' to deal 
with it in its entiretv. I wouldo call the 
attention of hon. members to the Standing 
Orders of New South \Vales dealing with 
a si~ilar position. On page 117 of the 
::-\tandmg Orders of the Le""islative Assemblv 
of NPv: South \Vales, h;n. members wif! 
::find Standing Order J\'o. 295, which reads-

,, If a publi<> Bill which shall have 
originally been introduced in the 
Assembly shall _have passed any or all 
1ts stages therem, but shall have been 
interrupted before its completion by the 
prorogation of the Legislature whether 
·-uch interruption shall haye b~en in !be 
Assembly or in the Council, the eon
c;ideration of the same, with sueh amend
ments as may have been made in a 
pre,:ious. scosion, may be resumed by 
motwn m a subsequent Bession of the 
sarne Parlian1ent." 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member wlll 
'• ognise that under that Standing Order 

of the< J\'ew South \Vales Parliament, mmn
ben~ are not given a chance of disoussing 
the Bill at all. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: That is a point I 
am coming to. Referring to the Federi'1 
Standing Orders. I find that the Standing 
Oruer with regard to " Lapsed Bills," on 
page 63, provides that-

" (11\ If the Bill be in the posse·ssion 
of the House in which it originated, 
not having been sent to the other 
House. or, if sent, then returned 
by mPssage, it may be procee·ded 
with b;~ reoulution of the House in 
which it if-, re"Jtoring .it to th" 
notice-paper, 

" (b) If the Bill b.- in the posse;,sion of 
the House in which it did not 
originah•, it may be procee·ded with 
by resolution of the House in which 
it is. restoring it to the notice· 
paper, but such resolution shall not 
be passed unless a message has been 
received from the House in which 
it originated. requesting that ib 
consideration may be resumed.'' 

'l'he inference to be ·drawn from that is that, 
if the intention of this House is the same aa 
that disclosed in the Standing Orders of tha 
New South \ValE'~ and Federal Parliaments. 
we may r<"asonably ask why are not similar 
words used in this Standing Order? 

ThP RPEAKER : I will explain to th& 
hon. m-:mbe1· why similar word~ were not 
used in our Standing Orde·r. 

.Mr. ELPHINR'l'ONE: I &hall be glad to 
hea1· that ~xplanation. The poin" we have 
to consider is not as to the- necessity of intro
<lucing a measure without discussion, but 
whetl!,Cl' we should not haye a definite ruling 
as to "the· construction of the· Standing Order. 
1 think the Sp0aker was uncertain in hi8 
own mind on thi" mattPr, because, when tht> 
hon. membPr for Dravton wa• making som~ 
rPmarks on the Bill,· the Speaker to1d him 
that he must wait until he had s•· n the BilL 
What >vas the object of saying that if the 
Bill was not open to discussion at a subse· 
quent stage ? 

The SPEAKER: Because I did not theu 
know that the Bill was to be introduoed 
under this Standing Order. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: 'l'hen the- House 
should be advised on the introduction of a 
Bill of this soJt whetheJ' this particular 
Standing Order is to be taken advantage of. 

Mr. LARC0:\1BE (Keppel): In 1916-17, 
when this Standing Order was first brought 
into operation, a specific motion was moved 
by the Minister to the> -effect that Standing 
Order No. 280A shoul-d be applied. That 
motion was carried, and consequently there 
was no further debate, because Standipg 
Order 280A states that after such procedufP 
is followed the Bill must bP pa., .. ed through 
all its stages without amendment or dcbatt·. 
Therefore, to mv mind, until a specifi~ 
resolution has been passed b~- the HousE' 
to deal with a Bill under that Standing· 
Order, discu<sion is possibll'. but after such 
a resolution has be<'ll passed, no discuesion 
i., possible. Xow, let us argue by analogy. 
taking what is termed the "guillotine" 
section of the Standing Or·ders. It sets out 
a ~ertain POurse of procedure, but it does 
not operate automatieally. When it is being 
URPd. the lea.dc;- nf th{• House comes down 

111r. l,arcombe.] 
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with a motion that Standing Order so·and-so 
~hall a.pply to a certain Bill that is under 
discussion. In the sam<• way, to my mind, 
the nect·ssary specific motion should be moved 
under Standing Order 280A. 'I'hP Standing 
Order does not operate automatically at .all. 
It is only machinery, and the machinery has 
to be S<'t in operation by a specific rmolution. 
If that had been don<' in this ca3e, if tlw 
p;·actic.e of 1916-17 had been followed, this 
<hscuss:on would not have tah·u place aJ alL 
and the procedure would rave been quite 
clear. The Speaker hinw;!f, when the dis
cus"ion took place on the point that the 
l~adcr of the Opposition has raise-d, dis
tmctly suil'g0eted to the ?vlinister in charge 
of the B1ll that he should 0mbody in his 
motion certain words setting out that Stand
Ill!?. 01·der 280A v. ao to apply, and it is sur
pl'lsmg that he did not follow that advice; 
and avoid all thi, discuw,;ion. 'I'he position 
then would have been cleal'er and satisfae
tory. The motion of the hon. member for 
'I'oowong reallv is base-d on a misstat0ment 
and is eontrar~' to fact. It states-

.. 'I'hat w much of l\Ir. Speaker'" rul· 
ing, given on \Vednnsdav, the thirteenth 
day of August, 1919, on the motion ''That 
the· Speaker do no;; leave the chair,' 
reported in ' H ansard ' for this session. 
pages 151 and 152, as determines that 
deba.tP cannot take place on a motion 
that a Bill be introduced under clause 
(2) of Standing OrdPr ;'l;o, 280A, be dis
agreed with." 

ThG Speaker did not rule in that way at all. 
On t!w contrary, he distinctly ruled, as on a 
previous occasion, that discussion could take 
place on an introductory stage, and it does 
not matter to the leader of the Opposition 
whetlwr ·the discussion is on introductorv 
stage No. 1 or introductory stage No.''2. · 

'I'h~ SECRETARY H~R PrnLIC LANDS : Oh, 
yes; 1t must be a pomt where no amendment 
can take place. 

Mr. LARCOMBE : I do not hold that 
vir;:w at all, because, if an amendment can 
be moved on stage No. 2, it can be moved 
011 stage No. 1. 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC LA..'!DS: No. 
because the question at stage No. 2 is that 
the Speaker leave the chair. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: It is quite competent 
to defeat the motion. 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC LANDS : 'I'ha t· 
"ould not be an amendment of the Bill. 

Mr. LARCOMBE : As a matter of fact, on 
stage No. 2 the=e can be no amendment on 
the Bill either, because it is only an intro
ductory stag<J, and does not refer to thP 
Bill at all. 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC LANDS : Yes, 
you can add to it. 

::\1r. LARCOMBE: It onlv affirms or 
denies the principle that the l3il! be intro
duced. 'I'o my mind, exactly the same con
ditions exist in connection with stage No. 1 
and stage No. 2 ; and, if the Speaker gives 
the Opposition a distinct assurance that thev 
(an ha Ye a discussion on stage No. 1, then 
why quibble 'I 'I'he discussion on stage No. 1 
can be just as full as on stage No. 2. 
Viewing the qm)stion from that point, I 
heartily agree with the Speaker, and say 
the Opposition have no cause of complaint. 

[Mr. Larcombe. 

The intention of the framers of the Stand
ing UrdPI' to wnw extent enters into this· 
di-;cussion. 1 \Vat'> ont' of the StandinQ:' 
Orders Committee who framed the Standing 
Order, and my understanding of that di,. 
cussion was that this Standing Orde1· should 
only operate in the way I have mentioned. 
that is, by resolution, bf'cause it was pointed 
out b;: ~'ome members of th.; committee that 
th,. l\linister might desire to amend or diP
<'Hos his own Bill ; and, if the Standing 
Orders were to operate automatically, he 
would not bo permitted to do so, so that 
thf-; qn:c--tion as to '\Vhether it vvary compt.tfnt. 
til discuss or amend th<J Bill was to be, 
cktermined by specific re-olution bringin" 
into operation the Standing Order to which 
T ha ye rE>forred. 

Again, dealing with the question of what 
<·onstitutes a ;;tagG, l think that your ruling 
;, absolutely wund. 'I'he Standing Ord' rs 
do not define a stage, nor does '• ::'11ay's Par. 
liamenhry Guide." \Ye have to rely there
for\- on the dictionarv, and "V\r ebstcr'~ 
Standard Dictionarv·" "d.;fines " stage " a,, 
··a dc,grt•t_); progresS in <levelopnl"-'nt.'' Ea,_·h 
tnotion i,. a stagf', or degrf'(\ or progrf':SS i::: 
{leveloplll<'llt. So, if Wt' rely on tlw only 
po·•ihle authority han•. the Speak~r'F 
ruling i, absolutely corrt•et on thf' quesr:wn 
of what is a st1ge. 'I'hes<' are a few pomh 
I dpsirt• to phce before the House. I thiriJ, 
that the remarks of the leader of the Opp<'· 
sition were not quih-' generous, and, ag- un0 
of thP <'Ommittee who lwlped to plaPe thie 
Standing Order where it is, I say that on 
point (1) hP is not corrt'cL and on point 12) 
lw i '·J not. c·orreet. 

1\Ir. 'lAC\RTNEY: Did you ever know bi:n 
to bt~ correct'? 

l\fr. LARCOMBE: J\'ot Yerv often. He ;,
too petulant nnd narrow-minded to be leader 
of a sid,. of a House, and sometim(;s the 
worst sid<,; of his nature gets the better of 
him, his temper runs away with him, and 
he says things that perhaps he ,does not 
reallv believe; and. instead of trying to 
appreeiate a point in a fair, broadminded 
wav, lw allows those nolice Pourt qualitieR 
to "take advantag<; of him. (Go;-ernmPnt 
laughter.) 

HoN. \V. H. BARNES (Httlimba): 'This is 
on<3 of those matters on which a layman is 
somewhat at a disadvantage, but I '"ill 
point out that even the Speaker was uncer, 
tain as to the exact position. You may 
notice that the Acting Premier thought that 
your interpretation was right, and the hon. 
gentleman also thought that the i?t.erpreta· 
tion of the leader of the Oppos1hon WE'' 

right. I want to point out that the House, 
in anv case whoever may be right or wrong, 
hae s'Uffere~l very largely, I think, b~can'o 
of an interjection which you made to tho 
hon. member for Oxley, that is, if I did not 
misunderstand you with regard to it. 'I'.hfl 
inference convev.;d to my mind, when notwc, 
was given, whim the Bill was being intro· 
duced in its first stage, was that you drew 
attention to the fact th.at you did not know 
that it was going to be the particul~r B!ll 
it ·wa&. I want to assure you that m dl'-
Cllssing this matter there is no f<Jeling on 
my part. I take it that we all want to get 
at what is the correct meaning, bec<ttt5e 
underlying the point which we are dis,,m,d.ng 
is thfl important principle of the protectwn 
of th.; rights of members. To-day there may 
be a majority on one si. de; . on another d~y 
it. may be on thf' oppo;ate s1de; and I t.aK-· 
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it that. in the interest,s of the House. there 
'hould ·be no mistake at all about· it. I 
may say that it was a source of VE)ry great 
pleasure to me to hear the Acting Premier 
and the Minister for Lands and I am sure 
it would be a pleasure td listen to other 
Minister·. for inst:mce, th0 Minister for 
Public Instruction, who is an anthorih' on 
thesP matters. · 

~Ir. FOLEY; Don't be sarcastic. 
. Hox. W. H. B 0i\.RJ\'ES: I was going to 
nraw :·our attention to the debate, as re
' ·)rded on page 116 of " Hanb.trd " for this 
wssion. Perhaps I would be out of orde;· 
in reading som(lthing that took place in the 
p:ouse during this present session. but the 
ract remains that, when the Secretarv for 
Ai;fricultur<' was introducing the Bill, lw 
"aid that he was fortified bv Standing Order 
~0. 280A, and he w~nt on to say that it 
drd not permit any drscussion on the Bill on 
any. but its formal stages, and that it 
must b~ moved and passed without debate. 
The pomt I wtmt to make is that the House 
-and I am quite sure ab~olutely uninten
tionally-were I ulled into a false sense of 
security in a matter affecting their right'. 
I ~nd that you yourself at a latQr stage made 
thrs remark, as recorded on the same page-

" I suggest that the hon. memb<>r 
should wait until hP sees the Bill." 

That was a suggestion made in reply to the 
hon. member for Dravton, and I think it is 
jlerfectly patent that· that remark of yours 
9uite _unconsciously-~ do not suggest any 
m!ennon ~o do anythmg but what was quite 
farr and r1ght-that suggestion was the means 
of allowing what is now cont.mded to be thP 
proper time for discussion to pas'· bv. and 
th~refore I say in that connection that the 
House has not been quite fairly treated. I 
would .also point out that at a later stage 
yun sard, a,; recorded on the same page-

" The motion now before the House 
only proposes that it is -desirable to 
introduce the Bill at another sitting. I 
have no knowledge of what that Bill mav 
be. If,. at a later stage, the Secretary 
for Agrrculturc proce'"ds to put the Bill 
through all stages under Standing Order 
::\'o. 280A, I think that would be the 
proper time to rai>e the question as to 
whether it comes under that Standing 
Order or not." 

I r::un not i1npugning your ruling, :Mr. 
Speaker. We are exceedingh' 

[4.30 ]J.m.] anxious to find out where we 
are. I want to point out that as 

the result of the ruling which vou subse
quently gave, the members of (his Hous0 
w"re practically deprived of the opportunitv 
of discussion. · 

The SPEAKER: It was not anv fault on 
my part. It was the fault of the "'linister 
who introduce·d the BilL 

HoN. W. H. BARXES: I am mrrv the 
Minister is not here. · 

Mr. BERTRAM: T.he Minister's remarks 
inferred that he intended to put th0 Bill 
through under the operation of the Standing 
Order. 

HoN. \V. H. BARNES: The hon. member 
for Maree is quite right, but I wish to point 
out that in the midst of it all this House 
has fallen to the ground as far cts any rights 
of theirs arc conN'rnecd. I think th~t must 
be conceded. If therP is nnYthinv faulty in 
connection with tlw Standing Order, in tl,c 
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intPre~.ts Df tlu• eon1n1unitv o't-'nr•rall \- aucl 
th(• right>' of thic IIouse. 'an;thing that i> 
not clear should be cleared {rp so- that we 
may know what the Standing OrdPl' n·ally 
1neans. 

Tlw SI'EAKEH : I want to 'ay a wor.cl. 
At the outset, I believe the IP"dPr of tiw 
Opposition moved thiR motion to gh·e an 
opportunity for a discussion on thiH Standin·• 
Order, which is an innovation so far as thi~ 
Parliament is concerned. No benefit could 
accrue .to me or to anybody else by giving 
the rulmg that I gave. I gave the ruling. 
not to gain any parti<mlar time, because, a:: 
a matter of fact, the Bill is still on the 
stocks in the Upper House, and we are no 
further advanced than we would have been 
had we allowed it to go through its several 
stages. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: We could have had 
another cut at it. 

The SPEAKER: lJnder his own inter
pretation of the Standing Order the .hon. 
gentleman would not have had an oppor
tunitv to debate or amend the measure. 

Mr: MACARTNEY: W,• would, when tlw 
Chairman was in the chair. 

The SPEAKER: In regard to the motion 
for the disagreement with my ruling that 
the discussion shculd take place at the first 
stage, the leader of the Opposition has 
pointed out that he intended something: 
different to the manner in which the motion 
reads. I want to be fair to him in that 
matter. I ruled the other dav that I would 
allow discussion at that stage. I think I 
was quite correct, because a Bill may be 
introduced which does not requir<> a Com
mitte<' stage, is read a first time, printed. 
and goes on to the second reading. That 
is und<>r our ordinarv Standing Orders. Con
sequently, if we are 'going to allow discussion 
at any sh\ge it 1nust be on t.he first stag('. 

GovERN:IJEXT ME:\IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

The SPEAKER: \Ve would have to leave 
tbl• dif-•2ussion until the second reading stage 
if \H: did not alk w it at the first stage. 
The ho11. member for Oxlev n,ferrert to th<· 
Standincr Order in force· in Xew South 
vYak". ,~hirh the Standing Orders Committct' 
actuallv had in mind in framing this Stand· 
ing o;der. That Standing Order does r:ot 
allow discussion at all, except on a matron 
to send a message to the Upper House to 
place the Bill again on the business paper 
in that House. For the purposes of discus
sion, the New South WalP~ Standing Order 
is mu~h more drastic than the Quc,cnsland 
Standing Order. So is that of the Common
wealth. The hon. gentleman sa:-;-s " \Yhy 
did we not do likewise'" If he will remem
ber t.he reason for not adopting the New 
Sou'th \Vales Standing Order was that 
Queensland has the Parliamentary . Bil]s 
Referendum Act. and that Act-whrch I< 

part of our Constitution-savs that a Bill 
must pass through this House on two 
separate ocrasions and be sent to the Legisla
tive Council before it can be submitted to a 
referendum. We found ourselves up ag11inst 
that difficultv. I remember distincth that 
it was pointed out at the Standing Orders 
Committee meeting that, if we had a Stand
ing Order on the lines of New South Wales, 
and the Council refused the Bill upon the 
first occasion and a gain on the second 
occasion. thiR House <'onld not take advant
<tge of the Parliament"ry ?ills Referendum 
Act. To get over that pomt we framed a. 

lion. W. McCormack.~ 
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Standing Order that would allow the Bill 
to go through all its stages here, to conform 
with the provisions of the Parliamentary 
Bills Referendum Act. 

J\lr. MACARTNEY: That doe; not refer to 
a Bill that is rejected by the other House 
at all. 

The SPEAKER: Xo, it does not, but that 
was the point the Standing Orders Com
mittee had in mind, and that is why the 
more drastic method was not adopted. I do 
not >I ant to go over what I said previously. 
The Speaker has to interpret the Standing 
Orders, not from a legal P?int of vie\y
not in the method adopted m the readmg· 
of the Criminal Code. The hon. gentleman 
would introduce the methods adopted in 
rendirw the Criminal Code. Those methods 
are not udopted by any Speaker:, either one 
who is a lawver or bv one who IS a layman. 
I have looked the ma"tter up, and I find that 
i.n the I-Iouse of Co1nrnon3 great Speakers 
who have been lawyers inYa!'iably have 
adopted the common-.sense attitude, and. th<tt 
is not always the str1ct legal readmg of the> 
words contained in the Sfanding OrdeN. 

11r. :MACARTNEY: \Vl1ere the law cloPs not 
provide for it. 

The SPEAKER: I must say that that 
method was adopted perforce by rr:e, beca::'se 
1 am not a lawver. I have invanably trwdl 
t'l nut the reasot1able, cornmon-sense construc
tion upon the Standing Orders. 

GOYERN:\!ENT 11E;I!BERS: Hear, hear! 

The SPEAKER: 'l'hat being the case, it 
was fo1: me to inquire what was ~he idea 
behind that Standing Order. The 1dea was 
despatch. The House, being desirous of pass
ing a Bill in exactly the same terms ~s t~at 
passed in the previous session, and not J;Iavmg 
,,han!l"ed in personnel from one sesswn . to 
another, desires that Bill to get to the 
Legislative Council without delay. 
GOYERN~IE~T ]\/!EMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

The SPEAKER: h it not reasonable th!'t 
f should construe thi• Standing Order m 
'uch a 'vay that. when no result can come 
<mless the motion to introduce is negat!Yed 
-which the hon. gentleman has the oppor
tunity of doing-the utmost despatch must 
be observed in sending that Bill to the Upper 
House? That is the way in which I read 
the Standing Order. I said on a previous 
occasion that probably the Standing Order 
;, sli~rhtlv ambiguous-the hon. gentleman 
will recoflect that-that it might have con
tained the words " in one day." I read into 
the Standing Order that that was what was 
intended-that the Bill should pass through 
all it;; stages here in one day, and go al'!ng 
to the Legislative Council. The Actmg 
Premier has rightly dwelt upon t)1e latter 
part of the Standing Order, wh1ch says, 
" and sent to the Legislative Council _for 
their coneurrence, notwithstanding anythmg 
to t h" co,r;trary in these Standing Orders 
~'~)nta1ned. 

:\Ir. MACART~EY: " \Vithout amendment or 
debate." 

The SPEAKER : The hon. gentleman may 
,ay so. That is not my readino- of it. The 
hon. gentleman has not "stated what would be 
gained by stringing a. Bill over several days 
without the opportunity of saying one soli
tary word on it, or amending it in any form. 
If the Parliamentary Bills Referendum Act 
had not been in the way, I have no doubt 
the Standing Order would haYe been similar 

[Iion. W. McCormack. 

to that of Xew South ·wales. and this Hou". 
W(Jllld have been asked to ·pass a message 
to be forwarded to the other House, request
ing them to place the Bill again on the 
business-[Japer That would have been the 
procedure adopted, but it was preveHted b;c 
having an Act on the statute-book which 
could not be got oYer without putting a Bill 
through all its stages. If hon. members 
think the Standing Order is taking away 
any of their privileges, then they can get 
a meeting of the Standing Orders Comrnittee, 
and have the Standing Order altered. It 
was an idea in the minds of some members 
of the Standing Orders Committee, and it 
was made the law. I have no hesitation in 
stating again that my ruling is the correct 
interpretation. I know that that was in the 
minds of the Standing Orders Committee, 
and is supported by the fact that in other 
Parliaments in the Commonwealth, a. rnore 
drastic procedure is adopted. 

:VIr. CORSER (Burnett) : Mr. Speaker-
'l'he SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. mt>m

ber has no opportunity now of discussing 
the question. 

Question-That the ruling be disagreed tn 
---puic and negatived. 

ADDRESS IX REPLY. 

RESU}!PTION OF DEBATE. 

}1r. F. A. COOPER (Bremer) : So far a,; 
the references to the war are concerned, I 
think that portion of His Excellency's Speech 
has been sufficiently well cove•red, and I will 
not takP up any portion of the time of the 
House in referring to them. I will deal 
more particularly with the practical portion 
of the Governor's Speech which sets out the 
work to be done by this Government during 
this session, and I am sure that anybody 
who dispassionately views that Speech will 
say that those Bills cover ground which 
back up assertions previously made by mem
bers of this party-that this party goes about 
its busines·) very surely, very carefully, and 
in accordance with the· ideals of the Labour 
party. Now, our opponents, who are a very 
cool and calculating opposition, generally 
charge the Labour party with being rash. 
hotheaded, impetuous, and hasty. They say 
that our legislation and our legislative pro
granlnle is generally visionary ; that it is 
unsubstantial and impossible. But when they 
are asked what particular measure passed 
by this partv it is that ti1ey object to, we 
always find 1t very difficult to get an expres
sion of opinion from them. The same thing 
exists rig·ht throughout Australia. \Vherever 
the·re has bt:en an accredited Labour party 
in power, and it has done anything for the 
,good of the country, the Governments that 
follow make no effort to repeal those 
measures. I \YBnt to know now from the 
Opposition what measures this Labour 
Government have passed they will repeal if 
they get into power, as they seem to want 
to do. I remember reading this morning 
the programme and platform of the National 
party. Imitation is the sincerest form of 
flattt'ry, and we find they are imitating this 
party by laying down a S!Weific platform 
and programme. vVe find that many of the 
things they are &dYocating have been advo
cated by this party for many years, and, if 
they are a party in direct opposition to this 
party, I want to know what game they are 
coming at·. I want to remind those people 
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that many, many years ago it was said on 
Mount Ebal, ''Cursed be he who removes 
hif:; neighbour's landmark"; and by taking 
~lungs .out of our platform and placing them 
1n. thmr J?latform, they are removing their 
ne1ghbour s landmark, and the people of 
(~ur~~_•nsland want to know on what ground 
they stand-whether on Labour ground or 
whether on National ground. It is likely 
hat c·ursf> will fall upon that party and 
they may wither up altogether, though the 
people who look after the inner workings of 
that party assure ns that that is not likely 
to happen. The· exposure made bv the hon. 
member for Flinders last night shows that 
there is some underground current at work, 
and I remember reading to this House a 
,esswn or two ago a particularly intere~ting 
documPnt with reference to State insurance 
wherein it was shown that the National party 
'vere absolutely entering into a contract with 
a number of insurance companies to repeal 
the State Insurance Act provided a certain 
Jonation was made to the funds of the 
National party. The Nationalists have 
attempted to wriggle around that thing; they 
have attempted to explain it awav · but 
nothing in the wide world will expl;,i'n the 
colcl type of the agreement they entered into. 
It is an astonishing thing that there are 
anv people who haYe to earn their bre~ad 
by the sweat of their brow who will listen 
to the blandishments of a partv such as that. 
If they are not going to repeal any of the 
measures that have bee~n passed bv the 
Labour Administration, thev must be· want
ing o_ne thing ; they must '~ant power for a 
eertam purpose. I am not going to stoop 
to the !eYe! of t:1e Opposition by saying that 
they want power merely for the emoluments 
of office. but I ·do say they want power for 
the purpose· of administering. Thev want 
to administer the laws according to their own 
ideas. They want to stop fresh legislation 
m the intere~ts of the people. Thev want 
to shift the burden of taxation from the 
-<boulders of those who are well able to bear 
it, and upon whose shoulders the Labour 
party haYe placed it, and place it on the 
Hhoulders of those who are- unable to bear 
it; and, finally, they want to educate the vouth 
of the State to that condition of obedience 
when they will belittle themselYPS before 
theil' so-called betters. They want to ~dethrone 
the doctrine of democracy-the doctrine of 
helping the people-and to enthrone the 
power of money. ThPy ever worship thP 
n;oney power, and I ha;,e corrie into posses
•Ion 'of a docunwnt-another of those docu
ments that are so damaging so far as 
C\ational Governments ar(J concerned. These 
people are compelled to negotiate in the 
dark; thE'y are compelle-d to conduct their 
business in a peculiar way, and I have here 
a very int('resting document which was writ
ten from 27 New Zealan~d Buildings, Queen 
street, Brisbane, as long~ ago as 24th August. 
1914. The• reason why it has not been read 
before is that the censor might not have 
permittc>d it. Now that the war precautions 
regulations, so far as the censorship is con
cerned, have been repealed, we are getting 
at the inner history of things. This letter 
was addreqqed to a well-known gentleman, 
Mr. Osborn J. Fenwick, general secretary, 
Liberal Association of Queensland, and it 
•ays-

" I have to report that since thP war 
in Europe started, there has been a seri
<>Us falling- off in the contributions to 
the fund." 

The war 'tarte·d on 4th August, 1914, and on 
24th August this gentleman reported that 
there had been a serious falling off in con
tributions to the fund. The letter goes on--

" Of course, all commercial interests ar!'! 
aff0cted, and most of the houses view 
the future with apprehension, not only 
rPgarding the shortage of stocks, but th<e 
small prospect of re·plenishments." 

Where did they get their stocks from? Then 
he says--

" Several firms have already reduced 
the number ot hands, and the remaining 
members of the staffs have had to submit 
to reductions of salaries. 

'' ~otwithstanding this, however, 
several firms who have nsed the war as a 
reason for not contributing, figure in 
the patriotic list for considerable 
amounts." 

liJoyernment laughter.) Think of the terrible 
erime of those people who first and foremost 
contributed to patriotic funds, and left the 
more important fnnds of the Liberal Associa
tion to go hang! (Government laughter.) 
Can you imagine anything more terrible 
than the might and main of this money 
power being undermined by the patriotic 
funds of the nation? Thev can conceive of 
nothing more .dreadful-nothing more atro
cious in the annals of crime-than putting 
money into the patriotic fund that ought 
to go to thP party fund of the Liberal 
Association. The horror expressed in the 
paragraph iB ,;a clear. It goes on to say-~ 

" I think it as well to mention tho 
names of two firms from whom l can 
get no satisfaction, and who might havP 
been expected to have sent their contri
lmtions in without solici tation long ago. 
ThPv are Messrs; AlexandPr :-\tewart and 
:-\oni< and Perry Brothers. Mr. J. K 
:-\tewart promised some time ago, after 
:-~evere criticism of the ' Denham Govern
ment..' to send a cheque along, but in 
my last intc,rview with him. he was 
<'Xtremcly brusque, and t<J!d me that h<· 
would nnt give on<> threepence at 
prP"'~nt.'' 

(GovPrnment laughter.) After having th<' 
r rivilege of severely criticising the Denharn 
Government, he then refused to give 3d. 
To have the privilege of denouncing thP 
Denham Government through an organiser 
of the Denham Government ought to have 
been worth £100, but to value it at less than 
3d. is more than I can understand. (Govern
mPnt laughter.) Then, he goes on-

" J\.1r. Bond promised several times to 
"end a cheque round to the office, but 
eYentually asked me not to worrv him. 
· That 'he knew all about the funds, and 
would send his contribution in good 
time.' " 

1 wonder if it arrived beforn 1915, becaus<· 
that was the good time for them, when 
they were to get power to control thin g-o; 
during that very necesPary period; but. 
fortunately, it was a good thing for tlw 
neople of Queensland that in May, 1915, they 
had the g-ood sense and foresight to place a 
L>tbour Government in power for the balancn 
of the time that the drt>adful war raged in 
Em·ope. Then he goes on-

" I had an interview with the Hon. 
W. H. Barnes. who intimated that hP 
did a lot for the association outside of 
monetary support." 

MT. F . .A. Cooper.] 
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'Gover!llll('nt laughter.) '.Ve know that stvle 
of gentleman. He savs, "I will give vou a 
:ittle contribution, but you understand that 
in my quiet moments I will give you much 
more secr~tly." (Government laughter.) Mr. 
Barnes did a tremendous amount for the 
Liberal Association in regard to the actual 
tunds the many times he attended the bazaars 
~nd sales of work and bought pin cushions-
1 daro say he did a considerable amount more 
f>Jr the LibBral Association than actuallv 
appeared in his mntribution. Referring 
>tgain to Mr. Barnes, he says- · 

" He finally said he would consult his 
brother, and would let me know what 
they would do, but he has not yet in
formed me." 

!Government laughter.) One of the deadlv 
things we have in this world is procrastina
tion, and if the procrastination of Mr. W. 
H. Barnes was responsible for the downfall 
of the Liberal Government in 1915, it is the 
m<_Jst splendid example of procrastination that 
this world knows. (Government laughter,) It 
~o~R on further to say--

" I have also interviewed the manager 
of Messrs. Denham Brothers a number of 
times. He has always promised to speak 
to Mr. Denham on the matter, but never 
appears to have done so." 

Cannot you see that little building in Roma 
street, where produce comes in and is sent 
out, _and ~he pr<_Jfits come in? Cannot you 
Imagme him saymg, "Well. Digby, old boy, 
they are worrying me for that cheque " and 
Mr. Denham replying, " And they ":ant to 
cut my throat at the next election"? 
(Government laughter.) He goes on to say--

" These instances will enable vou to 
form an idea of the attitude taken up 
by some of the firms who would be 
expected to contribute promptlY and 
liberally. • 

" There are still a number of promises 
to be fulfilled, and I have yet to hear 
fr~m the different trade organisations 
with whom I have been in communi-
cation. 

" Yours faithfully, 
" E. 0. REES." 

That is the letter. It is another damning 
proof that the National Association--

Mr .. MOORE : Another proof of the high 
morality of the Labour party-to read pri
' ate correspondence ! (Government laughter.) 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: The hon. member 
talks about the high morality of the Labour 
party, _because it re~ds private correspond
ence. He would cavil at the prosecutor in a 
murder. ch~Zge _wh_o brought forth. a dagger 
and said, This IS the dagger With which 
he tried to slay me " ; he would be such a 
COJ?temptible man . in bringing forth the 
prrvate dagger with which the prisoner 
attempted to slay him ! (Government laugh
ter.) These are the daggers with which the 
party opposite are attempting to kill the 
people of Queensland. The hon. member for 
Aubigny wants to rebuke me because I de
sire to expose these various matters. I am 
astonished to think that such things can 
happen. vye are getting pretty well used 
to the attitude of the Nationalist opposi
tion. We know, as the hon. member for 
Port. Curtis pointed out last night, that they 
Rre m the han~s of the money power, and 
that all the time they are attempting to 
persuade the people that they are as milk 
and water, that they are very mild, and 
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there is nothing: damaging about them, and 
that. if we will only trust them, they will 
alter no laws which the Labour party have 
introducPd, but will make things run more 
smoothly. You have heard that--

,, There W;tS a young lady of Niger, 
\Vho went for a ride on the tiger; 

They returned from their ride 
With thP lady inside, 

And a smile on the face of the tiger." 

(Laughter.) That little story is too well known 
,by the people of Queensland, and too well 
·applied by them, ever to trust the tiger on 
the other side. \V e know too well what would 
happen to the people of Queensland if they 
ever again got into the clutches of the partv 
oppo'litE'. We are fully aware of their inteti
tions and ideas so far a,, Queensland is con
cerned. Whatever little differences mav 
crop up amongst the labouring class, we ha vf. 
come> to the conclusion that, whatever else 
i,; to be fought, the menace of Nationalism 
i> to be fought all along the line. We have 
only one thing to fight Nationalism with, 
and that is the outstanding features of the 
programme before us to-day. It C;tn be 
divided into two parts-the things for to-da v 
and the things for to-morrow. For to-day 
we have to struggle along and keep going, 
and, in order that a man may keep going, 
he needs food, clothing, and shelter. The 
profiteers have been abroad of late, and it 
is very necessary for us to grapple with this 
matter at the earliest moment. The capitalis
tic svstem under which we live divid<'' the 
people practically into three sections-the 
capitalists, the workers, and the consumers. 
The capitalists are completely organised to
day, as the letter I have read, and the ex
posure made by the hen. member for 
Flinders last night, prove. The workers 
are not organised completely; they are 
organised in a number of sep<>rate bodies, 
and they are being urged to remain in 
separate bodies, so that they may war one 
with tlw other instead of being in one con
glomerate body and presenting a strong facp 
to the enemy. \Ve may quarrel abmtt the 
absolute ideals of the One Big Union-
qumrel as to the ·way the preamble is 
framed, and quarrel '' ith some of the things 
in the preamble-but I have yet to find any 
wholPhcarted supporter of the Labour party 
who has not his hPart and soul in the idea of 
one big union to fight their enemies, who 
have been for centuries living upon them. 
While the workers are not completely 
organised, therE' is another section of the 
community practically composed of workPrs. 
and they are the consumers. who are not 
organised at all. Things have bPen g:oinp
on for many years that >Ye have not taken 
·a tumble to, hut which thE' last four years 
of war have shown us. While the worker 
has been fighting the capitalist in the 
matter of wages, the capitalist has been 
drawing- his reserves from the worker. It is 
not a three-cornered fight, but Labour with 
its one head is fill'hting this .hydra-headed 
monster, and this hvdra-headed monster has 
one of its many mouths at the back of 
Labour, swallowing it from behind. Through 
the consumer capital is actually drawing its 
reserves from Labour. What hope have we 
of fighting a beast of that description? We 
hav'l to do something to meet the terrible 
position, Up to the present we have had 
some faint idea that we mill'ht do it by way 
of arbitration. Our friends opposite agree 
with us that arbitration is an excellent 
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thing. They have it in their programme. 
and, as far as it go~s, there is nothing par· 
ticularly wrong with arbitration. in iiO far 
as it fixes the price of the worker's commo
<:lity. The worker's commodity is his labour, 

and the price of that commo· 
.[5 p.m.] dity is fixed by the Arbitration 

Court, but the price charged for 
the commodity he produces is allowed to 
gc1 unfixed, and th~ profiteer can charge 
what lw likes. There should be a Fair 
Pricec Court which will fix the price 
of the commodities that the worker produces. 
We should fix the prices of all the commodi· 
ties produced by the worker, so th.at he may 
get a de"'ent return for hi;; labour, and. 
unless ·,, e do that, the Arbitration Court 
may go by the board. Therefore, W<' should 
take effectivP •teps to fix the prices of the 
commodities whieh labour produces, so that 
the worker may get sorne sort of a living. 
A.t pre ·~ent he is getting no ~ort of a living: 
he i" simply .handing out from his pocket 
all the day long. I believe that arbitcHtion 
.and the fixation of pric<>s should go hand iu 
hand. If the &plendid metal which is now in 
the melting pot is to comP out with am· 
degree of )Jnrity, we must r0move the dro.~, 
that is floating on the surfar'<> of that mda 1. 

Th<' SPcond part of our programme refers 
practically to education. I regard know
ledge as the only effective weapon which thP 
workers have to wield against the capitalists. 
Brute force is absolutely no use, because 
n1orlf?-Y can ahvays obtain n1ore brntP forcE' 
than the \\·orker. In any cas0, brute force 
is not an ideal. Knowledge and education 
constitute an ideal,, and that is the i-dea] for 
which the Labour p.arty is striving. The 
Labour army has its advance guard and its 
main guard, aR v,ell as its rear guard, and 
the men at the back of the army are just 
as essential to its advance a<> the men at the 
front. The men at the front are preparing 
the way for the mnin body. The Labour 
partv ('an look down th~ vista of vears and 
read- the lives of men whose achieYements 
are monuments to the progress of the Labour 
partv. There have been many men who have 
fought, struggled, and died for this wonder
ful gospel. There have been men who have 
fallen out of the fight b"!cause they were 
unable to go any further, and, worst of all. 
we l1ave had deserters from tht> ranks who arp 
now generals fighting as a rear guard for the 
"apitalist section. None the less the Labour 
party will go on; it will k<;>ep on the path 
it has 6et itself to travel. and will reach its 
desired goal in good time. So far as the 
educational programme of the party is con· 
<'t'rned, I think it is high time that 
"·e took steps to r'xtend th<' compulsory 
age for th1;1 attendance of children at 
school. Fourteen years i;; not. a fit age 
at which to take children away from 
school and set them to work; they 
"hould continue at school until they re.ach 
th•· age of sixteen ~ears. Long years ago 
children of the age of seven, eight, and nine 
years were taken into the mines and fac
tories but we have passed those times. I 
be!iev'e the age of thirteen or fourteen is too 
voung for children to leave school. IHear. 
hear!) \Ve know what are the conditions 
with regard to the employment of youths at 
the present timP, and I -hold that Wfl "hould 
c•xtend our trade schools, and arrange that 
they shall co-operate more with the Depart
ment<; of the State and with the industries of 
the State. We have at Ipswich a trade 
.school which has something like forty boys 
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attending it, but, owing to the blundering of 
the t'Ommittee or the tutors in the Technical 
Col!Pge, that school is not as effectivfl as i1 
'hould bP. It wa5 stated by authoritit-; of 
the 'r<;chnical College that after those boy;; 
had ,,•rved two Years in the trade school 
th<'Y would be admitted to the workshop;;. 
in tlw Hailw.~y Department. But the offi
<•ials of the Hailway Department advise that 
only tho;;e candidat~s who pass the necessary 
Pxarnination arc admitted to the workshops. 
and that att<•ndance at the trade school for 
a ,;pecific period is not Bufficient qualifica
tion. ); evertheleo& the trade school has 
blumkrt:d on in its operations, and has thus 
spoilt the lives of those boys. Many of the> 
motlwrs of the boYs were told that it would 
be ;ell right, and that matters would b<' 
fixNl up. But that cannot be done, because 
it nwans , going against regul.ations. Th<:c 
old system of doing things contrary to th0 
regulations has to be beaten down. I very 
rnueh regret to &a;t that the Technical Col
leg<' authorities at Ipswich were so short
sighted that thP,y allowed the kind of thing 
I havc described to go on. I believe that 
th:J workel' should be trained, and that h<' 
'hould lw as skilful as possible. \Ve would 
be a bctt<'r peop]f! if everybody was a trades· 
man. The drug in the markPt in Queens
land is unskilled labour. \Ve have to-day a 
mrplus of unskilled labour, and a shortag<' 
of skilled labour. People sometimfjs ask why 
trnins cannot run to time. The reason is that 
there are not enough mechanics availabh' 
in QuPcnsland to do all the repairs required, 
to repair the engines when they ht·eak down. 
Y Pt the people are turning out their own 
bovs to be labourers. In the Ipswich work· 
shops there is room for 140 apprentices, but 
thp man in charge of the shops says he 
thinks he will take thirt:>- boys. When he 
was flSkP;-l whv he would only take thirt~· 
boys. h0 said."" For rqasons of economy." 
f think it i& (t rPgrettable thing that we 
'hould have in charge of such an important 
department a man who is so shod-sighted 
as that. Qupensland is going to make> 
wonderful progress in the coming years, and 
we shall requir~ all the tradesmen we arc, 
.able to get, so that to refuse to accept boys 
><S apprentices is a ridiculous thing. In five 
or t<>n year~ we shall need all the trade~· 
men w<: can possibly procurf), and, i~ :v<' 
ure long-sighted enough, we would ms1st 
upon Gov<'rnmPnt departments taking all thP 
a pprrmtiees they can carry. Therefore I ask 
the Government to take steps to see that the 
public departments take all the apprentices 
they a.ro able to take under existing awards. 
so that in five years' time we may have 
suffidPnt skilled men to turn their hand<; 
ro the. very necei'sary work that will have to 
bP done. 

:1-Ir ROBERTS: Do vou know that the Rail
wa:c ·Department has the full complt;menr 
allowt>d by the award? 

sir. F . .-\.COOPER: Xo. 'fhat may be so 
in Toowoomha, but it is not so in Ipswich. 
The Ipswich vv~ orkshops can take 140 ap
prentiePs, but. thP, officer in charge thi_nk& 
that, on the score of economy, only thuty 
should be employed. I know that the argu· 
ment is sometimes used that, if the Depart· 
ment take<> on these boys as apprentices, 
the bovs will expect to be kept on, and that 
the DP'partment would not be in a position 
to Ji nd snfficient work for them; but I do 
not think there is much force in that argu· 
ment. 

:1-fr. Guxx: Why complain about us? 

Mr. F. A. OoopBr.l 



::274 AddresB ·in Reply. [ASSE:\IBLY.] Adilre88 ill Reply. 

::Yir. F. A. COOPER: I am coming to 
, hP hon. mPmlwr again. I haYf> been deal
imr with m<'mbers opposit~•, und I ea n rleal 
with then1 again. If th0y ar( in any way 
•·uncerned about th<' attention l am not pa~
ing to them, r will atteJcd to tlwm imme
diately, but. if a man "·erP to attend to all 
• he shortcomings of hm1. member" oppositP. 
an hour would not hE' >uffieiPnt. I doubt if a 
lifc-timP would be sufficient. (Laughter.) 
X otwithstanding their boosted idea of them
'elve", I think there arE> other things much 
more important. I say that if the depart
ment should raise the argument that they 
will have to retain the-,e boys, a regulation 

·<·an easily be made saving that they need 
110t continue after thc•ir ·apprenticeship. 

:Ylr. ROBERTR: You ought to be ashamed 
to say tiuch a thing-teaching a man a 
uacle. ancl then not giving him a job. 

:VIr. F. A. COOPER : I sav there is no 
nPed for it. The hon. member display" 
just about the full limit of the intelligence 
he possesses. I say that the chid thing we 
are concerned about is teaching boys trades. 

Mr. ROBERTS : And fmcling them work 
afterwards. 

Mr. F. A. COOPEH: We can fincl them 
work afterwards. I say that, even if this 
1-xcuse should be mad<>. we need not worry 
about it, because Queensland will be such a 
"ood State in five •·ears' time that we shall 
be able to absorb' all the tradesmen that 
·we can produce. 

::\Ir. RoBERTS: You ar<' employing fewer 
than five years ae:o. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: In thE> railway<: 
Mr. ROBERTS: An~·wherc in Qu0emland 

to-clay. 
::\1r. F. A. COOPER: The hon. member 

does not know what he is talking about. 
I know that the railwavs caa clo with every 
tradesman they can get. 

}lr. ROBERTS: You han• got mon• un
Prnplo::nnent too. 

}lr. F. A. COOPER: Th0 Government are 
''mploying more than they were five year, 
~go. Ancl, if the charge that there is more 
unemployment is to be !aiel at any man's 
door, it should hP ]aiel at the door of tho;e 
who st-ancl behind the hon. member for East 
Toowoomba. 

1\Ir. RoBERTS: You arc not employing 
more tracleqmen. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: I say we are. 
Mr. HOBERTS: You are not. 
:Y1r. F .. \.. COOPER: We are. I wish the 

hon. member woulcl produce some argument, 
1 hate this continual so-called argument
" You are." "You ain't." "You are." 
"You ain't." (Laughter.) It is so incon
elusive, and I believe the hon. member has 
an opportunity yet of speaking. If he 
would retire for about a week, he might 
produce something that woulcl last him half 
a.n hour. 

Mr. RoBERTS: He is worrying you. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: The argument is 
not worrying me at all; it is the noise that 
is worrying me. (Laughter.) I say that the 
Governme-nt should put on every apprentice 
that the awar·cls will allow them to do. It 
jo a very shortsighted policy not to put them 
on now, because we think we will not be 
able to employ them at the encl of five years. 
That is a policy that we should not pursue. 
I regret to say that that· is the case at 

[Mr. F. A. Cooper: 

present. '" c want our men to be tradesmen. 
\\' f' want them to be pfficient men, and the·y 
<·aB only lw diicient men if thE'y are properly 
trained. And thP use of that word "effi
dent ,. ~Pads me to the· point that perhaps 
to-day the most burning qu0stion is efficiency. 
There is a good -deal of misunderstanding 
a" to what it really means. For one thing, 
it cloes not mean high salaries to the boss. 
because you can pay high salarie<> and have 
no results. It cloes not mean big results, 
because you can haye big re<ults by sweat
ing ancl profitecring. And it does not mean 
the greatest output per person employed, 
because you can have output regardless of 
conditions, regardless of health, ancl regard· 
less of life. I think that " efficiency" might 
be summed up in the· words "quantity and 
quality of product in comparison with the 
human effort and sacrifices invohed.'' It is 
all very well to talk about efficiency and let 
it go at that. It woulcl be a better thing 
for us to consider how it might be obtained. 
Ancl in consi~lering that question, I think it 
is just as well for us to unde-rstand that we 
have to !iYe. and that to live we have to 
work. I think it is jl!st as well for us to 
lay down the principle that we work to live, 
and that we do not live to work. There i" 
a vast difference betwee-n them, and I think 
it should be thoroughly understood. The 
fault to·day in regard to pro-duction and 
E'fficiency is that we worship wealth, but have 
no appreciation or regard for education, cul
ture, or happiness. We maim no attempt to 
eliminate waste. Our managers, our con
trollers, and our overseers and foremen 'eem 
to have hancls which still itch for the whip 
of the nigger-dri,-er, for 'the methods of the 
sweater. They do not seem to be able to 
aclapt themselves to new mE>thocls, and it is 
not to b~ wondered at if the wage-ploclcler 
naturally rECsents being turned into a 
machine. If efficiency is only going to aim 
at profit, it is no wonder that he "bucks'' at 
efficiency, and he naturally objects to the 
introduction of new me·thods thrust upon him 
merelv to that encl. I believe that the 
worker is as keen for efficiency as the boss, 
but it mu't be an efficiency in the benefits 
of which he participates as well as anybody 
else. As a State, we are deye]oping enter
prises. \\' e arP attempting to grapple with 
the olcl, old disease of nnE'mploymcnt, ancl 
we arc- sufficientlv far advanced to know 
that lopping off a 'limb here ancl lopping off 
a limb there i' not of much use. \Ve have 
got to go right to the root and cure the 

· cli se;tse, an cl the disease is the construction 
of the system of society in which we· live. 
I clo not believe that we are going to solve 
the unemployed problem absolutely, no 
matter how much we may relieve it, until 
we get right down to production ancl control 
the whole thing. So far as our State enter
prises are concerned, which, as a party, we 
regard as the first step towards the co-opera
tive· commonwealth, we must have efficiency 
as a first consideration, ancl there is a very 
mistaken idea of efficiency abroad, ancl that 
is. that it only applies to the workman. 
You hear the boss continually grumbling 
that he has not got efficient men, and saying 
what he coulcl do if he had efficient men. 
Efficiency should not start at the bottom; 
efficiency should start at the top. If we have 
not got efficiency at the top, we cannot hope 
to have it anywhere else. I say that the 
man in charge shol!lcl be a man inspire-cl 
with a zeal for the enterprise which he is 
conducting, ancl it is a very regrettable fact 
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chat tl11· ]wad, of certain industries we are 
''CJndueting arc• absolutely antagonistic. Some· 
'11"(' luke-warm and some are half-hearted 
tnd I 'ay that the most shocking exampl~ 
of this is the railways, and it is the most 
shocking example because it is the oldest 
State enterprise we are conducting in 
Queensland. It wa, instituted under different 
eond~tim;s to thosP under which enterprises 
01re ~nstJ_tuted to-day, and consequently its 
'ConstitutiOn has made it absolutely out of 
sympathy with the ideals of Labour admin
istration.. S'ome·times there has been hostility 
to the anno and objects of Labour adminis
':ration. I remember being one of a deputa
·wn to thP head of the department over 
·•JIIH' trouble. and the man at the head 
tdval_lC'ed the•· argl!ment, " Twenty years ago 
we ~.hd not have any of these things we are 
hanng to-day. Twenty yearB ago we did 
not havp to m<.'et the union secretary. 
Twenty year; ago there was none• of this." 
Why. we march with the times, or we ought 
to march with the _times, and to .. day, if the 
manager or supervisor, or overseer, or head 
refuse, to meet the accredited representative 
qf tlw union, the men natural!v think he is 
ctfraid, because he do~o not want to be beaten 
'>r thrr~ is Hlmdhing he wants to hide. A 
man has no idea of e.fficienc> who advances 
:!Jl PXCUS~ of that kind. , 

:\1r. :\It;LLAli: Some big Government 
>fficials will not meet them. 

:.\Ir. F'. A. COOPER: Thev will have to 
lParu to meN the accredited officials of 
nnionism, and thosl' who do not will show 
their lack of appreciation of present-dav 
rr:ethod:'• "how that they are back in the 
'hm. d1stant past, that thev desire. to main
tain a B!-)irit of antagonism to their men 
t.hat the-y do not "ant to advance as they 
ought. to ad vane?. A. shocking thing occurred 
<.n . th1s com;ectwn 111 • Ipswich. Fiv-e boys 
hmslwd the1r apprent!Cf!-Ship and applied, 
naturally, to be rccogmsed as tradesmen. 
'I'h0 foreman under whom thev had served 
'hPir tinw report<.'d that they ;were not 
nfficient, and he could not recommend that 
they be paid as journeymen. I say that 
a. fore~nan who sent along a recommenda
tJOJ_l hh that about five boys he had 
tra;ned . should also have sent along his 
':esJgnatJon, . because . he was responsible 
for then trammg, and to allow those bovs 
to was~e. five ye~rs and then say they were 
not efficwnt casts a Yery grave reflection, 
not upon the boy'. but upon the head of 
the department. . Thar is o':'c of the things 
tha,t makP for mefi~cwn.c}: m t~e railways, 
emu will make for mefhc1encv m other de
partments of a'dministration' unloos it is 
<·hocked. It is high time the heads of 
departments were given to understand that 
they must take some different attitude to 
that. In the Railway Department parti
cularly there must be some co-ordination 
of effort. \Ye must get rid of this eternal 
feud between the locomotiYe department 
and the traffic department. Some members 
of those branches live for nothing el«e 
hut this .strife between the two departments. 
The Ra,Jlway Department, as I say is an 
old department, fifty o1: sixty years 'of age, 
ruled mostly by regulatwns ·drawn up under 
the Act, and those regulations are based 
on ~-egulations which were dr.awn up fifty 
or S!Xt:J: J·ears a_go. They are based upon the 
old m1htary 1dea of regulations. Many 
of them were absolutely taken from the mili
tary regulations of th~ old country. Some 

ot them wer<' based upon pri,ou n·~rulatioJb. 
Based as they arP upon rho:"e otd idea>. 
thos<' rPgulations should b0 owept eutirely 
away. It is high time that we "'·,·pt away 
every railway regulation that exisrs to-day 
and drew up an entirely new set. '\Ve must 
base the new regulations upon the new ideas. 
I think the basis of all the regulations should 
hP, not control of th<' employee, b;~ the 
industry, but control of the industry by the 
employees. I believe, with others, that 
industrv can best be controlled bv the em
ployees' in the industry. They c;m control 
ir best who shoulder the r<>sponsibility, and, 
as the workmen have generally shouldered 
the greater portion of thE> responsibility
in State enterprises, at any rate-it would 
be a much better thing if they shouldered 
the whole of tlw responsibility and the 
control were gi.-en over wholl:: to them. 
There must. lw one principle firmly estab
lished in the new regulations, and that is 
that every employee must be in accord 
with the i·deals of the indu:-try, from the 
manager down to the last lad employed. 
They must all be given to understand that 
they are an integral part of thE' mechanism 
requisite for the success of the undertaking. 
The result then will be creditable equally 
to the last lad engaged and t<J the manager. 
There mu,t be the co-operation of every 
man to help the industry. To-day the posi, 
tion is that between the managers, the 
foremen, and the men there is nothing but 
antagonism; and, while that antagonism 
oxists, there cannot be an'_rthing in the 
nature of efficiency. \Ve can still trace in the 
Railway Department and in other branches 
of enterprise the hand of the autocrat. One 
of the things in which we ean still trace 
that is in the matter of p me"t by 
regulation. To-day in the raii ---tY se .·vice 
they still punish as they punished in the 
army forty, fifty, sixty years ago. If .a 
man did something wrong, they stripped h1s 
epaulettes from him; they took away stripes; 
they reduced him in rank. 'I'o-day in the 
railwa" service theY do exacdv the same 
thing.....::,they strip his status from him; re
duce him in rank; thro\Y him back; make 
him suffer in that \;ay-the old, old ideas. 
Cannot we advanne a little? Cannot we 
get along the line some way? Cannot we 
move our ideas up in conformity 'With the 
id<.'as that are embraced to-day 7 Even if it 
is a ne'v yen tu re, cannot we venture? We 
say a man who commits a crime shall be 
tried by a jury of his peere. so far as the 
common people are concerned. In the rail
way service, if .) ou com111it a crilne-that is, 
if yon break the regulations-you are tried 
by the man whosP regulation you have 
broken-the boss immediately over you. You 
have broken the regulation with which he 
governs you. He is your accuser, and he is 
also your judge. He tries you; he awards 
the punishment; and after punishment is 
awarded we have an opportunity of going 
to the appeal court. How is the appeal 
court constituted? One man representing 
the boss, one man representing tlw man. 
and an independent magistrate, an unbia,sed 
magictrate, with a strong leaning to the 
hoes; otherwise, why should the '"an be 11l 

the dock? He must have done soll!ethin<r. 
or he would not have been there! The 
old, old attitude in the old, old days that 
the man muot be guilt;~·; that he must have 
done something, at any rate, or he woulel 
not have had a charge brought against him. 
I _think it is high time we broke new ground 

Mr. F. A:Oooper.] 
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ln tho 111ath~l· of regulatio11~ for the trial 
uf offences. I think men working 111 1ir~ 
iJ;du,trv should be in comnlete accord with 
the industry. Any man who breaks regula
tions in such a waT that it would be to 
thp t!etrimNlt of that industrv, to tJ,o throw
ing back of that industry, ·should be pul 
uut of the servicP. There should bee prac
tically . only one punishment for seriouo 
breache•. of the regulations, and that should 
b0 dismis~al. I think, also, that we might. 
try the experiment of allowing to mea who 
('Clll1n1it ~erious breaches in Ule Railway 
Department the O!llJOrtunity of l··'ill~· tri0J 
bv the men with whom the,· work. Let 
them be tried by their peers; and not, "" 
thf'y are to-day, tried hy th'5 wa.n 1nllne
diatoly over them, with the right ~f app.eal 
to a court composed of a man agamst him, 
a tnan with hin1, and an indepentlent chair
man who, we strongly suspect, is nncon
cicusly biassed. 

I notice in the papers to~day the programme 
of the National party. I notice that they 
are (\'oing to make an effort, through their· 
programme, to have a Chair of Medicint' 
and a Chair of Commerce instituted at our 
Oniver-ity. I eay nothing -against it, but T 
say we havo Chairs of Medicine and of Com
merce in other parts of Australia. Let us 
also strike out on a fresh line there. Let us 
institute a Chair of Industrv. Let us educatP 
industry along effective lines~because, after 
all, industry is the t.hing we live for-th··· 
uplifting of the people generally. If we 
ha V<' any object in life, if we huw any ideals 
at all, it is not to go along in the :::,mnP old 
v.,~ay perpetually quarrelling7 ~eeing· sotno 
people in absolute misery and others in abso
lute luxurY Surelv we have something in 
ll'l whid1 ]mpPI:; u.; to makP things a littlP 
better than thev have beeiL If WP can do 
it. let us do it. Let us start in the very 
best way~by initiatin,y a proper sy,tem 
of education. Let us ha,e a Chair of In
dustry along effective lines. where thert' 
will be effective co-operation and co-ordina
tion of intelleetuallv directed effort to obtain 
th<> fu]nQss of life bv the elimination of 
wast~. by tho applicati;n of science to indus
trv, so ·that the fulnes' of life may be 
m1jowd bv all. Life has to be lived·; not 
to be endured. Th" worker's life I described 
a littlE' while ago as the life of an armY··· 
struggling, fighting, quarrelling, repelling 
this onslaug·ht, repelling the other onslaught. 
Cannot we raise a higher ideal of life 9 Call
not WE' lift it out of the id<>a of a thinrr of 
struggle into something elsE'. I hop<> th~r 
in the near future we mav be able to drop 
tlw simile of an armv and 'take on the simile 
nf a.n orehestra~striving for harmony, con
cord, and a happy life. The hon. member 
for Bulimba might even be a hap)JY 
drummer. Even if he beat the drum, so 
long as he beat it in harmony, he would be 
doing something for the community. The 
man w.ho beat the drum would be as indis
pensable in a good orche•.tra as the man who 
wielded the baton. I hope the efforts of thA 
Le.bour party will continue to be directed 
along the lines of a harmonious community. 
<mjoying the full product of their labour and 
coming into that fulness of yrosperity that 
the people of a State are entitled to. (Hear, 
hear!) 

HoN. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): The 
hon. member who has just resumed his seat 
made a remark about the member for 
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Bulirnba hQating the clrurn in t.llif: ne\y orr.k~ 
that he is <>ndeavonring to forecast. 

::\;Ir. KIRWAN: \Vould you rather pia;~ th, 
trornbonP '! 

Box. vY. H. BAR::\'ES: It may he <'<H•· 
'<>ling to him to know that in past day' tb" 
hon. rnembPr for Bulimba has done sonw· 
thing perhaps more menial than b0ating a 
drurn. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: I did not sav that it 
would he meniaL I se.id it wouid IJ<• as 
important as widding the baton. 

llox. W. H. BARXES: I have done thing" 
vL•rv much more menial than beating a drum. 
If "ther" i:; une thing more than anotht • 
upon which I pride myself, it is !hat I ),w?;··, 
all the diffieultil's associated with the ln•· 
<lf llH'n, be<·ause I have had the vrivil<>~:e· 
and it i" a. vrivilege-of conin1enc1ng .{tt tht~ 
bottom rang of the ladder and workmg up 
lw dint of hard work. It ~hould be no new" 
t<~ infonn the hon. member that, if I had 
to undFrtake a task of that particulac 
description. I woul-d endeavour to ·do it weii. 
I tako it that, nJter all, the greatest, .h~ppr
llL'fl..:; in lifE> com-es to the mau who ochev\~ 
that he has a dutv to p<'rform and, accorn
ing to his lights,· does it to the Yery lv;t 
of his abilitv. T do not know what the h~r;. 

nwmber for BrernE'r 1neant o;· 
[5.30 p.m. J wrnP of his argumer:ts, but Ji, 
· ~ecms to me that, boiled dowu. 

his speech was a kind of vindication of 
'omethin~. that I s.~all haY~ to refer to l<ltE'r 
on in eonncction with certam recent happer:
ings in the :'o:orth. It. see;ns to me t!mt th<: 
lwn. member';; contentJon IS ree.lly tlus~that. 
all authority, practically, should be thro~-n 
overboard and that there should be placed m 
the hands of irresponsibles t~e dutY of regu
lating thE' c•mtrol of pubhc departmento. 
That ser"ns to be th<> leading point that th" 
hon. rm,"mber soug·ht to Jl!ake. The. ~oni 
rnernhPr s rPfPrences to havrng an unb1aosoo 
rna<r,istratc associated with railwa;: appeals
he "poke sarcastically about havmg an un
l>ias--pd magistrat0~were utterly uncalled for. 
If I know anythin,.: of the men w~o .art' 
anpointed to positions of. that. descnptwn. 
rhev enter upon their dut1es _wit]l a smce1·r> 
desiro to carrv out their duties _m an abso
lutely impartial manner .. :'o:<;thu;g can be· 
more humiliating to nubhc hfe m Queen~
lmid than for public men to get up m. thJR 
House and speak of the men so appomted 
as though they wanted to carry out the~r 
duties in an improper manner.. That ''.: 
absolutelv against the very best mterests or 
the community. 

Bdore dealing with the Address in Reply. 
1 >Yan1;. to comn1ent on one or two matters 
that have been referred to by hon. members. 
1 am sorry the hon. member for Bremer has 
gon,, out of the Chamber. Th~ other day 
reference was made, by questwn, to th<' 
use by returned soldiers of motor cars belong
ing to th<; leader of the Opposition and 
myself. Let me say here and now that 
the hon. member was exceedingly unfor
tunatC> in his remarks in that connection, 
because, as a matter of fact, only the night 
before he made that reference, my car wa< 
at the Central Station, as it had been on 
many previous occasions, to serve and help 
the boys. A man who grudges his car to help 
the bov.•, at any rate, has missed his oppor
tunitv." It is, comparatively speaking, a 
very ·easy thing for m<;: to allow my car tc, 
meet the returned soldiers, but my position 
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i•. entirely different to that of the leader 
of the Opposition. As a matter of fact, I 
nannot dnve a car ; I have a chaufff]ur ; 
whiiP the leader of the Opposition drive>< 
his own car; but I know sufficient of thP 
lea·der of the Opposition to know that, if 
he only chose to speak in this matter, he 
would put to shame @Ven hon. members on 
the opposite side who brought in that refer
ence to our returned boys. It is only right 
that these remarks should be made. 

Thf' hon. member for Port Curtis, last 
night, touched on a mattf]r which is exceed
ingly vital to the community. He read some 
'"''"rl"·pondence which emanated from the 
Military Department of Queensland, in con· 
nection with c-ertain people who, it was sug
g<;sted, should be deported. 1 ·want to say 
hen· and now, and I have never hesitated 
to Bay it on the floor of this House, that I 
<lo not care what nationality a man is; 
"hether he is English, Irish, Scotch, German, 
or any other nationality, if he has t.he ad 
vantagps of British rule and British fr<Jedom, 
then. if that man is not a loyal man. h<• 
'hould be sent out of the country. 

Mr. NTOPFORD : "Without a tria 1 ': 

Hox. vY. H. BAR"'EFl: A tl'ial i~ part 
and pare<'! of British justic~. Onp of my 
O\VIl eonstituent~ recE'iYed a ~irnilar noticE: 
to thatc which was read bv the hou. rrwmber 
for Port Curtis last night: I am uot ;;aving 
that any m<;mber on this side of tlw Houst• 
is here to support any action that is in· 
lc.uman or unkind towards a man becaust> 
d. his n~tionality. When I got that noticP 
I Imnwdiatcly took action, bee a u"e I felt it 
wa.; onl' of the things that did not appeal 
t., me. as a member of the Xational party of 
Que~mland. and I >1rot0 to Mr. 'Vatt. th<' 
Aeting PrimP Mini;;ter of thP Common
wealth, and I rec~ived thi;; rPply from him, 
•htNl 7th July, 1919-

.. Dear Mr. Barncs, 
··In continuation of !llY letter of the• 

24th .June, regarding a ·~ircular issued 
hy the military authoritiPs in Brisbane. 
in eonneetion with the deportation of 
aliens. I de,ire to inform vou that thP 
t·ircular in question was ~ent without 
instructions from headquarters and the 
:.\iilitary Commandant in Quee~;;land has 
had his attention drawn to the error of 
judgm<>nt made by him in s0nding ·nch 
eircular out. 

.. Before auy naturali~ed subject could 
be deported, it would be necessary that 
he first be dt>naturalised, and even' when 
this course is follow<Jd, he would not. bP 
"mt away without first having an oppor
tnnit~, of applying for permission to 
rPmain in the Commonwealth. 

•' Yours faithful!;,, 
G. W. H. Wr~E, 

.. For Acting Prim<' Minist<'r." 
Ylr. ::1TOPFORD: That does not. apply to the 

men who eame here too latP to g-et. natnralisa. 
·tion pa perB. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES : It ohows that tlw 
hon. rnemb(lr for Port Curtis, in my judg
ment. was seeking to make political capital 
m view of the coming Federal elections. He 
was >eeking to mak<> political capital out 
of that cir<:'ular when. as we know, very 
fr,'qw•ntly lPtt<>rs and eireulars ar<> sent 
~\ut of UovPrnment offif'PR unkno\vn to t·hP 
);'Uni:-:r~"r. and <'~peeially from sueh offices a" 

distant a·· Queensland jg from Melbourne. It 
is only right that I should place before this 
HousP what was in the mind of the Acting 
Prim<c Minister of the Commonwealth. 

In <'Oimection with His Excellency's Speech. 
I wish to say at once that any Bills that are 
to bP introduced, that have in them quali
ties for the betterment of Queensland, will 
hav<' my ~arnest and strong support. Any 
measurP ·which has for its object the uplift· 
ing of the people of Queensland will always 
havE' my support, becausE' I believe it is most 
PssE'ntial that ev.;ry man in this House, what· 
eV<•r his political views may be, should seek 
to help along these lines. Having said that. 
I wish to state that, from my view, His 
Ex<'dlency's Speech largely exc!u?es the 
thing• that would bt> of benefit to th1s State. 

Tlw ArTil\G PRE:VIIER: That is a r<'flection 
011 Ili::- Excelh-'nc;y .. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: It is not a r<·· 
flP<'tion on His Excellt>ncy, because His Ex· 
,.,~IJPney nwrely reads what is put into hi' 
hanc!R. It is a reflection on those hon. 
gc'nHPmPn who furnished His Excellt>ncy with 
,tH'h an Address. The Speech very largely 
i~ a t·c,unPetion of old Bilb. Some of them 
han: bef'n brought forward again with a view 
to trying to induce another plaee to pas' 
t·hPin. \Ye ha·d evidence of that here to-day 
in th<· notice of motion of the Home Secre
tary for lt>aYP to introduce c'"rtain Bills. 

Tlw HoME RECRETARY: Don't you believe· 
in thl'm':: 

Hox. W. H. BARN Et\: I ohall ha Ye au 
opportnnity. of "':'ying, at the prover time. 
·what T be!Jeve m, when thos•' BJ!!s corn<• 
befor<1 the House. At any ratE', I w!ll seek. 
whPn thev do come before us, to find out 
what is th0 proper timP, becal}S<' on that 
point there seems to be a . d1fference of 
opinion in thco minds of thP b1g guns of thf' 
Hous~ . 

ThP HoME i')ECRETAl\Y: Yes, but you had 
a (•haneP last :o:f:l's~ion. 

Hox. W. H. BARNE::O: I would like tht> 
HomP SP<TE'tary to know that I do !lot 
·dwavs avail mvself of mv chances. I thmk 
;hat 'the- Bills that have b'een included in the 
(;ovPrnor's programme have been put for
ward for the spt>cific purposP of tickling th<' 
Par of the man outside, without having any 
rPal business in thPm. I think that the 
SrJPeeh itself contains a great ?ea! of pad
ding. I want to draw attentwn to somP 
of tht' measures to which reference is made. 
TherP is the Legislative Coum·il Abolition 
Bill-that is an old friend-an Elections Act 
AmcmdmPnt Bill, a Seaforth Repurchased 
E'tatP Bill--

ThP Ar·nxG PmmiER: That lo a•t old 
friend. 

Hox. W. H. BARKES: },nd a Fair Prices 
Bill. I want to know if the Government 
are going to start with themBelves in reg:;trd 
to fair pricPs. If the Government are gomg 
to bP fair and square, they themselves will 
have to start with fair prices. May I remind 
them of the fish shops, and of the big per· 
<'Pntagp of profit which they are getting 
in (·onnt•ction with other bu~dnet:;.;. vpnturP~ 
undPr thPir control: 

Tlw AcTI:«G PREMIER : Meat, for iustance. 

Hox. W. H. BARXES: Quotations have 
lH>Pll r<>ad b.v hon. membt'rs opposite in the 
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direction of trying to prove that enormous 
profits have been made. 

The ACTI:i'G PRE1iiER : Has there been any 
profiteering? 

Hox. W. H: BARC\ES: Yes. there has 
been profiteering. and the profiteering has 
taken ·place practically by the Treasurer. 
It will bP interesting to see if the Govern-
111ent are going to tr:v fair prices in some o£ 
th.,ir own departments, because, if the State 
has done o1w thing more than another in 
eonnection with some of its projects, it has 
lH•en to raise the price of commodities. 

Wo are told there is going- to be a Legis
htiye f'onneil Abolition Bill broug-ht in. 
\Vhat is thP offc•nce which the Council has 
eommitted against the Government? 

:.\Jr. Dc<STAX: They have been too long 
on tht• political stage. 

Hox. \V. H. BAR;\;ES: I hone the hon. 
n1cmber rnav have as good a record }ts hon. 
·npmb< "< in another place; if sn. he will 
heve nothine: to bP "'hamed of. What is th<> 
offence of tht· Council" Is it he~ausP it hn< 
!wen a pw+eet;on to the ~ommnnity against 
:-<poliatinn br th0 Gov0rnn1ent. '? 

:\lr. f'ARTER: H ha-; san•d thP profiteers. 

Hox. \Y. H. BAHSES: If it had harl the 
opportunitY of Joing· 1t.;; dut~'". ::~o1ne of the• 
profiteers who make a n•rv great noise would 
han• bPr·n rlealt with. It' has not done that. 
hut it h", ~0rr•.e along and said that Briti'h 
iustice shonkl bP done. (Government langh
tr-r.) It !tas said that whPn cc•rtain things 
<ll'f' H('qnirPd. they Bhall be acquired "on 
iust turms." Sur<{\-, we are not g-oin,g- to 
tt~ar in~ti<:P into shr~ds in connection 'vith 
rhP administration of tht> Governmpnt of 
this eountrv ~ Onf' of thP things we ha"e 
,.,..,o]ntelv <t•t onr bee ag-ainst is the wilfullv 
doiDf.r an ininsticP to any per;;:on in tho corri
munitv. bee m se thnt would do nntold damag-e 
in thr' c·onlnlunit~v itse-lf. 

Then th<'rP is to bP an Elc~tions A~t 
Amenrlmmlt Bill. HPs thr; ),cting- Premier 
hPu!l briug-ing- himself and his coustituencv 
intq lin.p? Dnr>.;:; he propose to remov-8 th'(' 
inequaliq· '"hirh exl~ts in ronnPction with 
th<' rupresentation of the people? If Yote' 
Hrr-, ( ntnparativPb- ~rwaking-, equnL aiio,ving 
Fnr a nroportion in favour of the l'ountrv. 
;, it fa'r that thPro c,hould he dectoratps 
with 12.000 votPrs and other electorates with 
2.000. and that rhP Govel'llm<>nt shnuJ.d be 
llll\\·illin<' to rectif~, the iniu.,ticP? Does the 
Aetill!r Prr·rr:ier say that it is just to placP 
one elPdorate in that respect at c,uch a 
!!rr•at disadvantag-e with another electorate? 
Ts it ·dn0 to the faet that the hou. "entl<>m!ill 
is afraid to tac·kle the matter. b;:'cause the 
brains art' on the sidP where the big electo
:ates are" . I Government laug-ht_er.) Why is 
rt th_at a rnan who has a, rPputatron for going 
strawht hke the Treasurer should ap
parenth· hoo,itate to influence hi'. colleag-ues 
in tlw direction of doing justire? 'The· 
Toowong- and Toombul t•lectorates havP each 
n bout 12.000 <electors, while thP Acting 
Prem;er's electorate has onlv about 2 000 and 
""Pi the hon. g<•ntkmarr is sitting com!1lac'ently 
on the front bench. 

The ~\CT!XG PRE,\UER : I will confPss that 
tho"· 12.000 electors iu Bulimba did not 
deq•rve credit when tlwv C'lPcted vou. (Go-
vernment laughter.) .. • 

Box. \\". II. BAR)<ES: I confess that I 
ha"'' Ponw fec>lings of sorrow for the 2,000 
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electors in the electorate which the hen. 
member represents. (Laughter.) What is 
going to become of the principle of adult 
suffrage? If ,John Brown is as good as Tom 
,Jones, how is it that the John Browns in 
Bulimba, Toorr:bul, and Toowong are not ab 
good as the Tom Jones's in the hon, mem· 
her's <>leetoratf'? Howtwer, I presume that 
rhe Bill to which prominenco is givpn in 
the Speech really has to do with giving 
u vote to minors. It seems to me that thi·, 
is one of those things with which the Govern
mPnt are tickling the community, and making 
eertain classes think that the Government. 
are their only friends. 

ThPn. I want to deal with the Seaforth 
Repurchased Estate. I admit that the Sea
forth Estate was not a good purchase. 

2\lr. CARTER: A very smellful purchase. 

Hox. IV. H. BAR::\ES: The hon. member 
knows as well as I do that the estates that 
were repurchasPd by the Liberal Govern
ment were. on the whole, satisfactory pur· 
ehascs. that none of them ~wc>re smellful, an<1 
that there has been no losP, <'VPn indudin;: 
tlw St>aforth EstatE'. 

The ACTIXG PRDJIF:R : What about 
,Jimbonr? 

Hox. W. H. BAR;\;ES: I think that wheH 
,Timbour was repurchased. the hon. gentle
man was sitting behind tlw GovPrnmPnt wh<' 
repurehe.,.ed it. 

The ACTIXG PRE1l!ER: ::\o. 

HON. "'· H. BAR::\ES: I may be wrong: 
but that is n1y irnprc·:::siou. There i,, nothjn~~ 
in the Speor'h in the naturo of cr0ating new 
industries. rrhe \VholP PndeaYOUl' seem" i;o 
be to trv to ('ateh thP ears of thQ urnvary 
outside. ' 

Another question which must be faced b~
tlre community generally-and I take it thai 
thi:5 question is bigger than party politics
is the fact that Qqcem;land is face to fae<~· 
with a dPplction of tlw country districtP. 
I am quite prepared to admit that some of 
the factors which contribute to that state of 
things r·annot b<' controlled bv the· Govern· 
ment: but there arP other factors which may 
bP controllNl bv the GovE>rnmE'nt, and whiell 
HrP not being controlled by them. The pro· 
tlucr:>r is being- squee,zed out-und here I may 
>'av I want to consider this matter apart 
from politic~; and only in t~e intl're~t of th; 
KtatP-the produf'E'TJ I ~ay, IP. he1ng sqUf?PZP-ri 

out. The tendenr·v has be'('•n to induce melc 
in thP COlllltry, especially yonng ft>JIOW'. tt> 
coUll.? into the citv. I an1 rPferrinQ· now t 
agrieulture and 'dairying, nwrp particular 
dai1·ving. If a man wants to make a succc•,;c 
of dn.irying, he has to work Parly and la~~ 
><'Yen davs a week. and the returns from his 
labour arE' not all that could be desired. 
The advantag<'.' which people in tlw countn 
f~njo;v are. not very great ns cornpa:r:C'd wit!~ 
the advant.1ges enjoyPd by residents m town> 
and eities. The prodnc<>r finds hims0lf liviw· 
at a distance frorn thC' metropoli~. whert 
tlwr<' arc all kinds of advantag-es, such ac 
theatres and picturR· sho,vs-advantagcs \i\lhich 
ar<' not available to country people, bul. 
which must attra~t young fellow~ to the cit) 

Thl' TREASL:RER: \Yhat attract,,d you t.n 
the city? 

Hox: W. H. BARXES: The Treamrt<r 
knows I did my job in the country Wl'!l, and 
was thus attracted to the eity. D1stance 
from the metropolis iR a factor which i>1 
influencing thP 'Pttlement of m"-n on the-
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laud. Then, again, ttlP pl'oducer finds that 
he is a target for all the additional taxation 
that i;, imposed. Further, every new indus
trial award means a te·mptation to the voung 
men in the country to leave their employ
nwnt and come into the towns or cities. 

The TREASl'RER: Are you again><t award'., 

Ho~. \Y. H. BARXES: I am not against 
award><, and I am not against arbitration. 
What I say is, that we have to face the posi
tion fairly and "quarely, and ascertain what 
is going to be the· outcome of this continual 
trend of country people towards the city. 
Tree time is not perhaps very far distant 
when the Government of this State will have 
to do something in the dirertion of giving 
>omc assistance to nw>n on the land in orde-r 
to keep them there. I am sonv to sav that 
late]~- Quecmsland and other part, of' Ans
tralia have sufff•J·ed ''ery keenly from the 
effects of a drought. It requires a man with 
a vc1:v stout heart to remain on the land 
after )w has put a crop in awl seen it fail. 
We shall, I say. have to face the problem 
of keepmg mpn on the land, because., unles" 
the men 011 the land an' kept there and 
prosper, it is as evident ao the fact that I 
am prt·wnt in this House to-night that the 
citi<'·S HllH::lt RUfft•r. , 

I wish to dra.w rtttention to another matter. 
Our position hai' ehanged a.c a result of the 
war, and it is llC'<'Pssary for us to see that 
our population is inn<'asetl. \Yiwn T think 
of the Jarg0 territory we poss<~"~. it se(.Jn1s to 
mr· that we who are sent. heJ'f' by the con
stituencies to look after their intPJ:Psts "hould 
try to hdp th,, t'\tate in this respect, and 
that. instead of th<> Governnwnt bringing 
fon' ard sonw of thP Bills which are men
tioned iu their prot~:ranJnJf'. the~' :-:1ould earn
Pstly set about see1ng ·what can be done in 
tlJ,. way of preparing for tht• day when it 
will be noticPably manife.,t that we rcquirP 
a larger population in the State. Xo 111Llll~ 
ber can ~pPak about thP war through whith 
WC' havP pa;-;~(~d without recognising that t!u• 
boy' who ha1·c· left .\ustralia and gone to 
tlw front hav<· done their best in our inter
ests. But the verv fact that we entered into 
the war has made it morP patent that we 
arc P'Lrt and parcPl of a gn~·at EmpirC'. I 
do not think thf rP i' anv man in the com
munit>· who would not wi:·.h t:,at this countn 
;bould. be part and parer•l of th,• great Empire 
to whwh '"" belong. Ti1e fact that we ar•· 
part ancl parcl'l of that Empire >houlrl cause 
us to recognise that th<'· war ha; placed us 
in a llf'\Y P< ..:;ition, ana I v;,·ant to ask tho~P 
who arp 1ist0ning to n1y YOiC'e to-night if 
that ha,- not ht'<'ll forcibly hroug:1t before 
ns by tb ,. report of Lord J ellicvw? ThP 
British Govt~rnnH'nt. and those a~sociated 
"vith thc·nl. rP<·ogni~P that thPrP j, !.:!.·oing to 
he a new r<"p<msibility piae<>d upon Aus
tralia in conll<'<'tion with our nayr_ Lor-d 
,J ellicoe ha' '"id that .\ustralia mu~t protect 
herself and must have her own nay~-. and. 
a<.:('ordinp; to thP rt'port~ whic:1 haYc been 
published, ht• has aL·n ,-aid that it will bP 
necessary fer n~ to hHYl' a""3i~ta1H.'f' fro1n th(' 
British Government. IV c must aecept thu 
re.;pomibilities which ban• lwen placPd upon 
et-., in that particular rp~·ard, aud I :-;av thnt 
our dnty i~ obYiou::-. · 

One of thP dutiC>s we ohoul<l attPud to is 
that of rnaking our land. lu ws n1orP attrac
tinc. I do not beliPYe in the principle which 
is l~nuneiated b"Z n1nn1ber~ on the· other side 
of tlw House that men should be asked to 
come her<' and then he told that all they 
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are to get :,o far a~ land tt)nure is concen18l 
is a IH:rpetual lca,e. The man who wants 
to take up a small holding does not want a 
perpetual lease; hP wants to feel that h<' 
owno the· freehold, and that tlw land which 
ht> -takes np and improyes is his O\vn. I an1 
quite prepart'd to admit that a lot of land 
has been held under leasehold i11 (~ueensland. 
I am also quite prepared to admit that even 
thosP unfortunate· people who \\'<'re washNl 
out at Clermollt haYP taken up lc•asehold-

T:cp ~·ECRET.\RY FOR PrBLif' INSTRUCTIO~ : 
The rwnpk thPrc· pref<'l' tlw lea><ehold 
t'yStf1-lll. 

Hox. W. H. BAR~ES : I doubt that very 
much: I think th<,v !tl'P excec>dingly sorry 
the~- haY<' had to take up leaseholds. 

iSittinu .<u,<pcndtd bdzcecn 6 p.m. and 7 p.m.;· 

Hm;-. \V. H. BARNES : Orw of the ver:; 
neees'.t''Y things to be done. i!l connection. w:ith 
settlement is to make provrswn for provrdmg
wat<'r upon the lands which are beinil' opened 
up T recognise r.hat it is not .a brt of use 
tr> put men on the land, poss1bly only to 
tind that at the very commencenwnt thE)y ar" 
assailNl with drought. and. having very 
litth' water. it may mean ruin for them 
Hl'll"""' tlwv an• financiallv strong. It is our 
dutv to i"mprovp bv making provision for 
th·• · mPn who, after 'all. are th<: backhonf' of 
thP <'Ol1ll11Ullitv. 

Tlw KEC'RET.;RY FOH PGBLIC LA~ll~: \Vhat 
land ar0 yon refr-rring to no~,·? 

Ho:><. IV. H. BAR:\'ES: Th0 hon. member 
knrm:; that tlwrP nrp loealitif'" where tlw 
wah~r ~HPlJJy is not gDod, where tlH~re are no 
natural rivPr!4; and to a large extent we 
should ·"·ail onrsf'lvP:i of the opportunity to 
put down ".artesian bore,;;.. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'CBLIC LA~Il~: That 
i:-; lwiuu: donP in p]acf\~. 

Ho!<. IY. H. BAH:'-;ES: That wa'' done 
hv tl!P (~on•rJmwnt of which I wus a. mem
bCr, but I :;;av it \Yants to be done ag·ain and 
ag'a.in, tn n1aln~ it f'asier for the man \Yho 1!4 

sr·ttling on tlw land. 

TherP is one phasP of things that we must 
t•onsidt'r. Though \YE' are only one of thi' 
NtatPs-a v0rv impol'tant State-of thE) Com
mollwt•alth. ~till we have f'ntere·d into a. 
LeaguP of :\'ations throngh the Common
wealth Government, and we have taken upon 
ourselve~ c:prtain r• sponsibilities which, I 
fr·<'l wi'll d0mand the fullest attention from 
PVP{.\. nwn in the da"' ,, to come. \Yhether he 
!J,, ~ member of the State or thQ Federal 
Parliament. 1 think I am right in saying 
that not onlv should the Federal Parliament 
have l't•prese~Jtation at the League of ~atio_ns. 
but that it would not be an unfarr thmg 
tlH' t tlw :'\tate Parliaments shou!.d ha vf' somp 
rr'{);'<'~Pntatior~ al::-o. 

Th,• Nt:rnETARY FOR PcnLrc L~~D:': SurPiy 
Yon d(J not dil'\fl'tl'-!· Yonr IrnJH''TiaJ Gnvprn-
inPrH ': . 

Hox. \\'. H. BAHXES: I do not distrui't 
the Iruperia l Gov,)rnn1ent one bit, but thq 
knowledge which a member would han' 
t·oming" from a particular State would be of 
Yt)ry g-reat value in tht:. llcliberations. No 
nnt' for onP moment would suggest that thP 
nw king of~ that tiuggt!.-,tion arises f~·orr1 any 
di,trnst of the Impr•rial Government. I >:m 
au Ansnalian but J believe in the Imperral 
Government, ~nd b<>lieve that they will do 
a fair thing by u,- in Australia. 

Hon. W. H. Barnea.] 
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. Just no:w we have a respon;;ibility cast upon 
"' to assist more and mor<· in the develop
ment of the State along the lines of manu
facturing. I fancy that in some directions 
Victoria holds the key to the position, but 
surely we should do what we can g"nerally, 
and not only in one direction, to develop the 
t;"l'Pat State of Queensland. It will be ad
mitted that we have abundance of raw 
rna terial in some dir<;ctions, ancl I want to 
0ongratulate those men in Queensland. and 
possibly to a larger extent elsewhere,· who, 
as a result of the stoppage of tlw importa
tion of some lint·•. took advantage of that 

-fnrt and manufactured articles in Australia 
which had previously come from abroad. It 
i" distinctly along those linP~ that wt' can 
h<'lp to develop the State. 

lt. also seems to me that we should. to a 
\'!:ry large !jXtent, husband our resources. 
Fo1· a verv bric>f moment I want to deal 
<vith the ii'naneial position, and I think we 
'hould endE'avour to keep that qtH'Rtion away 
from the realm of party politics. I believE' 
that, if the Acting Pr<;mier were willing to 
givP to this HousE' his own views in regard 
to the financial position generally, he would 
say that it requin'd the closest considera
tion, and called for a tight grip, because it 
<tppears that not only in Qu<><;nsland, but 
right throughout thP world. we are faced 
with financial difficultiP,. Possiblv I shall 
hP told that I am a kind of .Jeremiah, but 
it. i' a patent fa<'t right throughout the world. 
Take. if you will. Lloyd GPorgf' and the 
Federal PrimP Minist<~r, who a[<'ain and agaiu 
have referred to the nePd for exercising the 
~reatest carP so far a~ the finances are con
,:~rned. It is a faet, whether we like it or 
not. that we havP ·been spending a very 
('\lnsiderable ~um of money in Australia, and. 
having contracted debt#, must pay thf'm. 

::Yh:. HARTLEY: Of course, you want to pay 
the IntE'rest on the war loam•. 

Hm;. W. H. BARNES: I take it that am 
Governm~nt. should carry out their obliga
·rious to those with whom thf'v have entered 
into contracts. ThP policy ·of the party 
.>n this sidP of the HomP is not to repudiatP 
<"ontracts, but to arlh<>rP to them. and carrv 
them out. · 

:\lr. HARTLEY : The policy of thi' party is 
1 • k~ep faith with the worker. 

HoN. \Y. H. BAR).)ES : A writer in thP 
" Age " rPcently, after dealing specifically 
with othPr States, ~aiel. with regard to 
>\.)UPt'IISland-

,, ThP position '" equally bad in 
Queensland. 'l'lw pres"nt Government 
<'arne into office pledged to e~onomy. 
When it- took over the reins in 1915 
there was a surplus of £3,259. On 31st 
Deeembf'!' last th('r" was a deficit of 
£371,000. During its last year of office 
thE' Dc>nham Government Bpent £7,199,000. 
Tn its first, year the Ryan Government 
<•xceeded this by £472,000; in its s~cond 
year by £935,000, and in ib third year 
it plannt'd to Pxceed it by £1,550,000. 

" All th<' other States also show a con· 
,idPrable increase in their public servicG, 
and, generally, the position of _\ustralia. 
in this rt'gard is rapidly becoming des· 
peratP. l' nless the various Governments 
soon mak<' up th~ir minds that system· 
atic eeonom~· is imperative, there will be 
a bla~k day in store for Australia.'' 

::1ir. BERTRA:\1: In what way would you 
.eff!'ct PCOnomy ? 

[Hon. W. H. Baruf'.~. 
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HoN. \V. H. BARNES: That is a very 
pertinent and plain question. There has 
been a tend0ncy on the part of the Govern
ment unduly to flll up departments. 

The ACTING PRE:IIIER: You would have 
wholesale sacking. 

HoN. \Y. H. BARi'\ES: No; I am not 
out to do that. In answer to the hon. mem· 
her for J'd are(•, I say the duty of the Govern· 
me-nt, if they have been-and I believe they 
ha vp---carrying on an orgy of expenditure. 
is to put on the brake, and see that thP 
policy of th<· departments in placing men 
lu>re, then•. and everywhere· ehould cease. 
and that time should be one of the factors 
in righting the position. 

The AC1'ING PRE~IIER : Would you take it 
away from thP hospitals. or starve the chil 
dren? 

HoN. \\'. H. BAR:!.';Ei:\: That is getting a 
threadbare argument on the part of the hon. 
gentlemau. Let w• look again at SQme of 
the conditions in Queensland as they are 
to-da v. There are two factors. One is that 
QuN,i:Jsland is the most heavily taxed of the 
:·\tatc,,, and anothPr is that it is apparently 
proceeding along lines which ar<• going t•n 
}pad to heaviPr taxation still. 

:\lr. \VmTFORD: By profiteers. 

HoN. \\'. H. BARNES: If the taxation is 
to get at the profiteers, they will be found 
on the other side--not only at the me·n who 
may bP in business-it is said they are 
profiteC'ring, but I do not know any of them 
-but thP Inf'tl who are "brief barons" and 
'uch likP. Let mP deal with one phase• of 
our lifP as it affects the Administration 
its!'Jf. S'it!CP this Government came into 
oftiC'e they have systematically spent mor•' 
money in some departments from Loan Fund, 
and rPduced tlw amounts paid from ordinary 
rpypnuP. I arn referring 1nore particularly 
to th(• \Vorks Tkpartment. Let me illustrate 
what I mean. Thl' amount spent from 
revenue hy the Department of Public \Vorks 
on b!!ilclings in 1913-14 was £192,755; in 
1914-15 it was £228,689; in 1915-16, £173,866; 
in 1916-17, £166.504; in 1917-18. £142,866. 
En•r sincf' this Government came into ofticp 
the~' haw gradually whittled down the 
amount spent in public works from revenue, 
and increas!'d the amount spent from loan. 
It all indicaws a tightening of the finance,.. 

'l'rw SEcm;TARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRt:crro": 
'-""'" sdwols ban' bt'en put up. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I recognise that. 
th~ hon. gentleman is always willing to help 
in !'onnection with schools. and I am not 
seolding him for that. I ·am scolding him 
for not getting his colleagues to see thc: 
importallCP of the position. and to shape 
their course so that they will adopt legiti 
matP method>< in connection with finance. 
Th<' amount spent from Loan Fund in 1913-14 
on public works and buildings was £72,657: 
in 1914-15-the last vear of the Denham 
Government-it wa-. £·77,333; in 1915-16-the 
first ypar of the> Ryan Government-£151,574; 
in 1916-17, £205.372; and in 1917-18, £158,157. 

Tht• AcTiliG PREli!IF.R : We built a lot of 
schools. 

HoN. \'V. H. BARKES: If the hon. g·, ntle 
man will take the trouble to put the two 
sets of figures together, that argument of 
his will be at once dissipated, because, taking 
the ·expenditure on buildings from revenue 
and loan tog~ther, it will be found that the 
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Liberal Administration spent about as much 
yea1· by year as has been spent under the pre
'"nt Administration. Trw railways produced 
a net revenue in 1915-16 of £1,289,000; in 
1916-17, £837,780; and in 1917-18, £613,764. 
"\Vhat is the explanation of that? An hon. 
member-I think th·e hon. member for 
:.Vlurilla-the other night asked a question 
which revealed a tremendous shrinkage in 
TC0 train mileage and a very large increase 
in tlw number of railway employees. Is it 
n ny wond<?r that there should be a shrinkage 
along thost• particular lines when that kind 
.,,f action is being followed? Let me draw 
attPntiou to anothe•· phase in connection with 
linance. I said <L while ago that Queensland 
""'" the most heavilv taxe·d of the States. 
l am quoting now from the "YPar Book of 
.\nstralia " for 1917. 

The ACTIXG PRE:UIER: We tax thP rich 
Hlt'll in QuePnRland. 

HoK. Vi'. H. BARKE~: ::Vh timo i' 
limited. and I will not wply to these unruly 
1 nterjections from the hon. gentleman. Th.
taxation per head of population in 1917 was: 
New South Wales, £1 9s. 1d.; Victoria, £1 
12s.; 8o11th Australia. £1 13s. 8d.; Western 
Australia, £1 6s. le!. ; Ta>mania, £2 3s. lld. 
(Jneonslancl, .I suppose, the Acting Premier 
,,-.ill say. tak<>s pride of plac<' with £2 6s. 9d. 
pPr head of population. 

The <'\.cTDlG PRE:UIER : It c·omE'f' out of thc> 
pocket' of the rich men. 

Hox. \V. H. BARKES: I am very glad to 
kuow it comes out of the rich man's pockets, 
beumse then it is eoming out of th<' hon. 
~€·ntlen1an's pocket. 

Tlw AcTI:s-G PRE)I!ER : 1t ;how> you how 
impartial I am. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The total Uom
monwea lth and State taxation per ht·ad of 
rhc population was: 1915-16, £4 16s. 7d.; and 
1916-17, £6 17s. 6d. Now. let us look at 
another phase of it. The State expenditun· 
pPr head of population in Queensland was, 
in 1914-15, £10 12s. 7d.,, and in 1916-17, Jl12 
3s. ThPre is no doubt a rapid rise in that 
;•articular regard. Am I not right, there
toro. in saying that then• is abundant need 
for t~very rnan "~ha is a state~man, for every 
man who is conducting a department, for 
»very man who believes that this State wants 
the best that we can givf', to look into the 
matter and see that we face the financial 
position so that we shall be able· satisfac
rorily to deal with it? The Treasurer mmt 
know that, if the finances break down, there 
must come a lot of other things in thP wake 
· ,f that breakdown. · 

The AcTING PREMIER : Theee is no danger 
uf tn<:>· finances breaking down. 

HoK. W. H. BARKES: Is it not a fact 
that the Acting Premier has had to go to 
thP Savings Bank and get .£1,000,000 to help 
thP financ<'' so that thev would not break 
rlown? · 

Th<' Annw PREMIER: did not get as 
mu~h as you did. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES': Can th<:> Acting 
Premier deny that? 

Thf> Ac'TING PREMIER : You ha-d £3,000,000 
4.1dd. 

Hox. \Y. H. BARNES : Can the hon 
gentleman deny that hP had to go to the 
Savings Bank to get a million of money? 
If the money werE' called in, the hon. mem
oer knows the difficulty he would have in 

repaying H. I want now to deal with the 
question of arbitration. It seems to me that 
we haye to look into the question of how 
it is arbitration has failed to some extent. 
I am .a believer in arbitration with all its 
disadvantages, but I am not a. believer in 
the sentiment which appeared in the columns 
of a daily paper recently, which practically 
"aid to the men, "Flout the Arbitration 
Court. It will be all right in the near 
future, as you have a sympathetic Govern
ment." I noticE> also a message from the 
A,c,sistant Minister for Justice, the Hon. Mr. 
GilliPs, with regard to certain things that 
happened to men employed in the Uailway 
Department. and their suspension. I noticP 
thP :.\llinister is particularly carpful in what 
hP ~ays. This is what he said---

'· Your wirP recei\·ed. This matter i, 
uml<'r !'Onsidf>ration by tlw Cabinet." 

Tlw Ac'TIXG "PREMIER: h that what yon 
complain ahont ': 

HoK. W. H. BARNES: No. I am going 
tn tell vou something more. Then I notice 
that ::VIr. H. J. Rvan sent a wire to Mr. 
Mnrehison. Cairns,· a;. follows:--

'" APproYe raihvay workers' action. 
and think, as unionists, they could not d<• 
othcrwif'P. Urging Cabinet. to reinstat.p.'' 

That i, all in ke-eping with what was said 
bv an hon. member of the other side thi~ 
aftemoon, practically stating that the men 
themselve;; should control and direct what is 
to be in Queenslan<l. H that happens. what 
a prettv mess we shall get into ! \Yhat tL 

~hockin~ nw~s we will g·et into ! TherP i."' 
another \Yire to J'.fr. Murchi,on. Cairm. in 
rpply, which r0ad> -· 

" Thank~ your uctiou regarding-
c,Jmradt•s. Trade'S Hall Council and 
anion;;' <lelegation to Premier is being· 
anang·ed. In the meantime I think it 
advisablE> to rpfrain from making any 
announct>ment. :.\!latter of retrospPctiv" 
pav i'· in .hand. (S-igned) Rym<'l', 
XOrthern organi~Pr."' 

There i;; one other name herP. I refer now 
to the hon. member for Cairns. Hon. mem
bers will underst<1nd that I am not dealing 
with the high officp of the <;hair .. Thi" is 
,vhat the hon. member for Canns wired---

" Have alreaclv urged Government not 
to penalise men. for obeying their union. 
~orthern members acted conJOll1tly on 
t.his mart er: think Governmc·nt hP 
rwrsuaded ta kP more leniPnt view 
,hortly." 

That shows ther'l;_. ]:; a conspil~u·.y going on. 
Of C<'urs<'. ::\>Ir. Speaker. I <io not suggest 
that- you are in that. 

The SPEAKER : I would suggest, if tht· 
hon. member wishes to attack the hon. mem
lwr for Cairns, that h<> should take the oppor
tunity when tlw House is in Committee so 
that 'the hon. member for Cairns will have 
an opportunity of replying. 

HoN. W. H. BARI\ES: I am very >on·y. 
Mr. Speaker. but I hope you will not rulf' 
me our of order for criticising the hon. 
mPmber for Cairns. 

'I'hP SPEAKER : I only makP thP suggt''
tion. 

HoK. W. H. BARNES: I respect the 'tlg·

.restion and. if the House likes to exclude 
tlw ho;L member for Cairns, so be it; but. 
at any rate. then• was e. conspiracy g-oing on 

Hf!Jn. W. H. Bar:•-e.~.] 
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iL'lparently hy \vhi<'h it wa:-; ~ug,ge~ted--1 do 
not suppose the Acting Premier will denv 
it-by which it was suggested, " Let slecpin~ 
dogs lie.'' 

The ACTI:\G i'RE}!IER: I did not ;;ay that. 

Ho~. Vi'. I I. BAR~ES: I know you did 
not. 

~Ir. KIRW.\:\ : A very \Yise proYerb that. 
Hox. \Y. H. BARNES: I do say that we 

havp to face this position--that, if we want 
to havt' law and order, we must have con· 
trol. If every man is going to be his own 
judge of what is right and of what is fair. 
what "Jrt of a position shall we get into'? 
Are we not all of us undei· control? vVhy, 
I :nn now under your control, Mr. Speaker. 
and. if I offend, you can very sharply bring 
me w order, and I say it is essPntial that 
where there is a big department such a~ 
the Railwav Department, such a department 
should he under control. I notice that th•• 
Minister is reported to ha ne said that. if 
the men promised not to offPnd again, they 
might go back. I think that is a Yerv 
reasonable and a very proper suggec;,;tion t(l 
make•; but it must lJc lnid do,vn, ami 
ernphaticall:• laid down, what is to be the 
policy of the Government in that l'<"gar"l. 
If thP Government want to wreck Qm'<'ns
land. they will play absolntPl;~- into thP 
hancls of the men who. aft<'r all, want no 
authoritv and want to pull down. The Go
\~ernruen~t thenl8elv~s havp creatud u rnighty 
instrument which is seeking to wreck them. 
f can renwmber when that genial member 
thc Se"retary for Public Lands '""d ta go 
ronnel and t<'ll tlw peoplP that tlwy wer<• 
heing Inost nnfairly and i1nprnperly treated. 

ThP SEC'RET.\RY FOR Pl'BLIC LAXD~: Hear. 
hear 1 

Hox. "'· H. BARXES : 'l'hose chickens arc 
!lOW coming horrw to roost, and the instru
ment they have crpated is an instrument 
which is striking at the very vitals of the 
•·omumnitv. There is no doubt that the 
:-<-'cretarv' for '~Public Lands is one of those 
'd10 is 1:esponsible for what is happening. 

So far a-; the policy of the Government is 
concerned, the Speech is full of padding. 
It st,cms to me tlmt, if one reads the Speech 
through. he can. in another sense, read into 
it a remark which was made by a ~1inister 
of the Crown-namely, that the Speech is 
full of eant and humbug. Vt'r~· largely, it is 
full of cant and humbug. 

The 1-IECRETARY FOR PcnLIC LA:\DS: Do yon 
aecns<' the GoYernor of that. 

Ho:-;. Vi'. H. BARNES: X a, nor do I 
accusR the hon. gentleman of it. There 
are. loyal references made in that Speech 
winch must han> <'ost a Yery great. deal to 
make them. 

ThP ACTIXG PREMIER: That is another re
flrction on the Governor. 

Hox. W. H. BAR::'\ES: Xo. It must have 
cost :\Iinistc•rs a very great deal of trouble 
to mak0 those remarks, because there are 
-nme :\1inister"-not all of them. and by no 
nwm~tl all of th<em--who never once mounted 
a platform to assist in any way to give a 
welcome to the boys who are coming back. 
I want to ask : Can we have any conficlence 
in uttc,rances like this, when we know that 
the Premier attended tlw Amsterdam con
fprencc, and was prepared to as'Klciate with 
<nn- Pl1Pn!i<:·:-' 1vhil('. the 'War 1vas on? I:; it not 
also a_ fact that 1VP havP :iOnle hon. genth·rrwn 
opposltc· who went to the Perth conference, 
.nnd n~kPd fn1· '' PPa(·e by nPgotiation/~ 

[H;m, W. H. Barnes. 

1YIH)ll tlw old ('OUutry waK faciug a po::-.iti<tL 
that was a' dark us it possibly eoulcl llE'? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : W' as ii 
not " Peace by negotiation?" 

Hox. vV. H. BARNES: Yes, but no thanke 
to those men who went to Perth and tried 
to do what they could to pull down the 
Empire at that time. 

!\IL \'OWLE~: Tlwy dw<•rt>d for the revoln" 
fioiJ. 

Hox. \\'. H. BAR:;\JES: The hon. memlwr 
i~ right ; ~u('h e. call w-as reportt~d from 
Perth. Xow. wl' find in the Speech the"" 
WOl'tf:... 

.. It must bP a source of intense gratifi. 
ea tion to van that the dreadful war 
which for 'more than four years had 
deva:itat,•d the fairest portion of Europ<" 
and had caused appalling loss in !if<" 
aud trea:sure has come to an end." 

Tht' :\cn:-;G PREMIER: You should not 
opposn that ~l'lltiment. 

Ho;,;. W. H. BAR~ES: I do not oppos• 
the rdurn of peace. I thank God for the 
return of pencP, but I say that it is regret· 
table, whr>n somo public men of Queensland 
had the "l'Portnnity of testifymg where they 
were, am! of trying to help the old country, 
that, imtPacl of doing that, they were pulling 
the strings all along the line to try and dowr, 
tho old country. ~ow, however, they cam<' 
out as full-blown loyalists, and pose as being 
men who were most anxious to serve th'" 
Empire at a critical time. I want to clos• 
by ::;aYing thert~ are son1e 1natters referred 
to iu th<• Spel'Ch which will receive my 
hearty snpJlort. 11ention is made about. 
ovPrerowdinp; in the city. I think it is a sin 
·md a shamp to permit overcrowding, and. 
,hould any attempt be made to prevent over
<'rowding. I shall only be too glad to assi'•t 
the GovPrnment. Anv measure that ha.' 
for it< objec·t the clevelopment of a mort 
:iatisfactor.v -eitizPnship, will always have my 
assistance aud support. I know attempt" 
havl' been made by smne hon. members oppo" 
oitte to try and crPate the impres<ion that 
members on tlus side of the House have 110 

sympathy for tlw worker. Our sympathy i' 
broad and wide. and we are out to help r.h•~ 
me0k, the poor, th<' needy, and do anything 
along· the lines of constitutional Government 
to help the people to v1ork out the 5reat 
destiny that lie' before this State, and, if we· 
do that. we shall not have failed in our duty 
to the country. 

Mr. COLLINS (llou·en) : I was very sorry 
tv hear the hon. member who has just re" 
<umed his Feat make an attack on members 

on this side, by accusing them 
[7.30 p.m.] of having no sympathy with thP 

old eountry, but I will refer to 
that later on. 

To "ome ext~11t. my speech will deal with 
Xorth Queensland and my own electorate. 
I notice a pa1·agraph in the Governor'' 
Speech which reads-

.. vVith regard to State enterprises asso· 
<;iatcd with mining, th<J que,tion of an 
ir,on and steel works site is still engaging 
tlw elosest attention of my advisers ; the 
a.r:--:Pni<' work"~ at .Jiblwnbar ar(' u,lrf'adv ill 
tlw t'X]ll'l'inwntal stage: the Chillago<• ·and 
EthPridgP raih,~ays. and the 1nine~ and 
\'\-orkk ('OllW·t't<'d with tht'rn, haYe lw~<r,_ 
takeu on•r: the Bamford batterY con" 
t i rnw~ to work :::;atisfactoril v: the Bo,YerJ 
<'oalmint• !H·<'ds only the ~-omplction oJ 
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tlH~ railways to it to 1nakr it~ dL'Ye>-lop
lllPUt pra<:ticable and ~ueC'essful: an0-
1 trospt'<'Hng- for eo a I on thn area~ resC'rved 
for :--;rate purpoRP'c i:-:. hPing Pontinned at 
~tyx RivPr and Baralaba." 

I am n•ry pleased to say that, Ro far as the 
Bowen Stat<J coalmine is being developed. 
there has within the last few days been a 
bulk tebt made of the coal from the Bowen 
seam for coking purposes, and I am glad 
to say that the coke which I have in my 
hand is a sample of the coke made from the 
seam on the Bowen River coalfield. (Hear. 
hear ! and laughter.) I believe there ar<• 
seventeen similar samples to this at the 
Mines Department, which hon. rnemb~r> can 
inspect. The Bowen seam has been proved 
b>· a shaft recentlv sunk to be of a thicknes' 
of 10 feet 10 inches of good coal, and this 
is some of the coke that has been made from 
the coal in that seam. Hon. members will 
remember that, when the discussion on thP 
Iron and Steel Work;; Bill took place, I 
stressed the point that three of th.;: principal 
countries in thP world had been built up by 
the development of ~oal and iron-nam~ly, 
Great Britain, Germany, and the United 
States of Amei·ica. I am satisfied that, as 
time rolls on, and we develop the Bowen 
<'oalfield, w~ shall find it one of thl' biggest 
coalfields in Australia, if not in the civilised 
world. We have five seams of coal in less 
than 500 feet of sinking. I would be lacking 
in my duty to the North if I did not bring 
thi, matter up, because, after all, no matter 
what Uovernm(\nt has been in power, the 
:\forth has not been developed as it should 
b<> dPveloped, as I shall prove before I sit 
down. There is no better place for the 
•'stablishmcnt of iron and steel works than 
;'\ orth Queensland, and the best placB to 
establish these works i' at Bowen. (Hear, 
hear! and laughtf'r.) \Ye have a suitable 
site there. I was taught, long beforE) I saw 
Port Deni;;on, that the Bowen Harbour is the 
third harbour in Australia. I was always 
taught that :Sydney Harbour was first, then 
Port Curtis, and Port Denison oame third. 
We not. only have the coal deposits, but 
what the Bowen people believe should be the 
'itP. \Ye have in the Bowen Harbour an 
immense volnme of limestone-over 1.000,000 
tons ar" in sight above the surface-and it is 
State-own~d. The member for Bowen has 
seen to it that it was reserved to the State. 
Then again, natur0 has been most kind to 
ns in the North, as anyone who has studied 
thP iron depositc of Queensland must know. 
and it is only fair to b0ll the truth, that 
the largest iron-ore deposits known in the 
StatE' of Queensland are in the Cloncurry 
district. :.Wount Leviathan has a deposit of 
10,000,000 tons. Then again, quite recently 
the Government Geologist has told us that 
Mount Philp. a few miles beyond Clan
curry, contains no less than 20,000,000 
tons, also above the surface, and could be 
easilv mined. In other words, in these two 
deposits alone we have 30,000,000 tons of 
iron-ore, and I am satisfied that, if we do 
not devt>lop it, the little brown man would 
b•• only ~oo pleased to develop it. I believe 
that durmg th.;: past few years the Japanese 
have inspected the deposits at Mount Levi
athan. It has been argued that the distance 
from Cloncurry to Bowen is too great to 
bring the ore to the seaport and make it 
into iron. I deny that. Xo matter what 
tho~e who believe that it is too far away 
uta,v ~ay. thP\ haYP to eonYince IYH' that 
it 1.':1 roo fat:- away. The· distance fron1 

('loneurrv to Bow<'ll is 601 n.iles. They ,.ay 
that the. expense on our railways WD)lld bt> 
too great to bring. t~e ir~n ore that distanc<' 
and manufacture It mto Iron and steel. :My 
reply to that is, that in some portions of rp.y 
electorate there are only about three trams 
per week, and the same thing is true of 
man:v other parts of Queensland. !'o mah• 
our railways pay we must have mcrea~ed 
production, and there must be. more tram~ 
run over the railways. Presummg that each 
mile of railway cost £5,000, a;nd there are 
only six trains per week runmng ov.;:_r that. 
mile>, occupying one ~our per week, .m om• 
honr that railway service has t? earn mte;est 
upon eapital invested, and mai!Jtenance like
wise. :.\ly contention is that, If we devel<;>p 
those iron-ore deposits in the Cloncurry dis
trict, and we could bring a trainload of or•' 
over the railway from Cloncurry to Bow<•!l 
every hour, we would be able to C";TrY our 
ore at a mere fraction per ton. Even sup
posing th~ iron-ore did not pay-tha.t we had 
tcJ carrv it at a slight loss-would It not be 
better to bring the ore f~·om .the pla~e wher•• 
nature has been so lavish 111 puttmg such 
immense deposits, than not to develop them 1 
It is all moonshine to t<;lll ns that we cannot 
eom pete against other countries in the manu
facture of iron. Where you haYe a. moun
tain it is easilv mined. I think you could 
mine it and p~t it on the trucks for 2s. 5d. 
a ton. It is there in abundance. Nature 
has bP en most kind to us in the North. It 
is in the North where the big things are, 
just the same as with the .men who cou'!t 
in this Parliament-the big men of this 
Parliament. You have only to look at th<> 
front Treasury bench and the SpE)aker·s 
rhair to realise that. 

GovERX1IEXT :MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
:Ur. COLLINS: Another reason why I am 

advocating the establishment of iron and 
,t~el works north of Brisbane is in rega~d to 
population. The hon. member for Buhmba 
referred to the fact that the country was 
gett.ing depleted of population. I have a 
few figures here in r<>fcrence to the popula
tion of ::'\orthcrn, Central, and Sm;thern 
Queensland. I wrote to the Registr.ar
Gerieral on the 28th of last month, askmg 
for th<' Petimatcd population of the northern. 
ecntral. and southern ·divisions of the> Stat« 
ten yeM's ago, five years. ago, and at thE' 
pr<''cnt tim••, and he writes-

" In reply. to your lettP.~ of the 2~th 
instant, a.skmg for the estimated popu
lation of the Northern, Central, and 
Southern divisions of the State for ten 
years ago, five years ago, and at th<> 
nrPscnt timP, I heg to mform you as 
Jolkws :-

.:;< rtller1. Cc:t:tr ''· S:>uthl'rn. 
Pers ms. I'ers<>J Plr.s ;ur.: 

1902 122.614 70,859 364,764 
1913 124,848 82,764 452,546 

Incma><' on 1908 2,234 11,905 87,782· 

1918 130,512 86,738 477,190 

I n~rensc on 1913 5,664 3,974 24,644 

Total increase 
since 1908 7,898 15,879 112,426 

The inceea~e in South QtHlensland i~1 th"J~ 
easo amounted to the total populatiOn ot 
::'\orth (~uumsland, within a few thousand,. 
\Ve ,·an c>asily nndPrstR.nd why Southern 

Jf r. C'o1lins. J 
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Queensland grows, and why the progTe,; 
n£ the North is retarded. \Ve have not got 
the S{'Condary industries in the North that 
vou have in Southern Queensland. But, 
<>onsidering that we have iron ore deposits, 
<'oal deposits from which such excellent cokP 
<'an be made, limestone deposits, and mag
m•site-that we have everything necessary for 
the establishment of iron and steel works-it 
><cmns to me that the Government should 
>eriously consider the suggestion to estab
lish those works in that part of thE' State. 
noke is a very important thing for North 
Queensland. With coke, the Cloncurry cop
per field can be developed, and that field 
i,; on<' of the largest copper fields in the 
world. All that is required to enable it to be 
developed is cheap coke. The iron and steel 
works should be established in 0ither the 
:\lorth or Central Queensland, to enable us 
to settle those parts of the Stat<•. Quire· 
rt•cently, as a member of the l'ublit· \Vorh 
Commission, I travelled over a greater por
tion of the North than I had ever travelll'd 
over before, and I had previously travelle·~ 
over a good part of that part of Queen'· 
land. \Vhen I saw the magnifirPnt. land, 
which arP to be found on the BarklY 'TablP
land, and the stream of the Gregm:,. Riv<:>J· 
<'ontaining- millions of gallons of water which 
were rn~hing to the coast, I said,·' Oh where. 
oh wherE' are the people?" It io all very 
well to talk about cattle and slwep, but 
neither cattle nor sheep ever make a gr<eat 
nation. That "plendid country is within 
a few da:"' travel of the million;; of ppoph· 
in ;ravan, China, and other parb of "lw 
f•:a;;t. and I contend that it is the dutv ;,f 
this Gov<ernment-and not onlv of this· Go
vernment. but also of the Commonwealth 
G-oYernrnent-to a~sist in the work of 
developin1< that part of Queensland. ThP 
Barkly Tablt'land, which is not all i11 
QuePnslaml. Pxtends for 360 miles iu length. 
and i, 200 mile,; wide, and it contains sonH· 
of t.lw mo;;t mag·nificent land that ever a. 
man tran•lled ovt>r. If I had mv \vav. not
withstanding the stringency o( th<'' ·stat•· 
finance~. I \vould put a sum of 1nonev on 
thP F,stimates to enablP ev(erv member of 
this Hous'' to go and inspect' that part uf 
{~uepnoland. when• there• are fmver people 
1 han a re to Le found in one of the mburhs 
of Brisbane. This Stah; has to grow in 
th(' futnrP muPh faster than it has grown in 
thf\ pa;;~. and it can only grow hy dnveloping 
<mr ra1lways and our natural resources. 
Personally I am tired of talking about thi, 
matter. and I sav that it is timE' wp did 
;ometbing mort' -than talk about it. and 
I hope thP Government will consider the 
n•m~trks I have made this ev<>ning with 
rPfercnc:e to the establishment of iron and 
oteel works in the North. The hon. mem
lwr for Bulimba this afternoon referred 
to the fact that his electorate contains 
12.000 electors. :!\Iv electorate ha> 7.227 
<Jiectors-very nearly' 2,000 more than it had 
when I was first returned in 1915. I am 
prou·d to say that it is one of the 0lPctorateo 
in t.hp )forth which is growing, ancl I hopf> 
it will continue to grow. and that it will 
still return me as its representative to 
Parliament. Quite recently 600 and odd 
names were put on the electoral roll. I am 
not afrai'l of an election if it takes placf' 
to-morrow, a> I am satisfied that I will 
eome back to thiR House when 0lection dnPs 
take place. 

Mr. VOWLES: :\re the~- cane work,.,·, frnlll 
thf' South'/ 

[Mr. Gollins. 
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Mr. COLLINS : They are not moaning 
and groaning like the people in the South, 
nor like the Jimbour electors, for whose 
relipf we are continually passing Acts of 
Parliament. As showing the importance of 
my electorate, I may mention that the Go
vernment quite recently made the announce>
ment that they are going to put 200 men 
on the railway under construction from 
Proserpine towards Mackay. I want to 
thank the Government for the good work 
they have done in my electorate. Some hon. 
members will remember that a few days 
ago I asked the Secretary for Agriculture 
certain questions in reference to the export 
of fruit from Bowen. I hope you do not 
ail believe what appears in the daily Press 
in Brisbane, because, if you do, you will 
believe a lot of things that are not true. 

~Ir. Guxl": It fs all right in thr
.. Sran.rlard. 1

• i:.:;n't it'? (Lau~hte-r.) 

~h. ( :OLLIXS: No. Personall) [ do not 
beliPvP all that appears in any newspaper. 
l>nt I b~liew the '" Standard'' contains mort' 
truth rwr inch than i,. containc·d iu any 
uew~paper in Brisbane. 

An OPPOSITION ME:IIBER·: EYPn th<' 
"\Yorker "? 

:.\Ir. COLL,l\1:1: 'l'he .. vVorker ., " th•· 
b.-st newspaper ever publish,~d in this State. 
and possibly in the Commonwealth, or even 
in any part of the civilised world. I am 
orH• of tho~e who were pioneers in connection 
"-ith that newspaper, and I am proud of 
the• position it has atta.ined. Coming- now 
to th'' frnit industry, I want to thank rlw 
l'rPmier. the Treasurer. the Hon. l\'lr. 
llnntPr, and other members of the> Mini,tr.' 
who tluring this great shipping· up}waval 
havf' assiste·d the Bowen fruitgrowers. From 
report' whi<'h have appeared in tht' Press. 
vou would bp led to bclievt> that·. all tht> 
fruit from that district had rotted. but. 
SflCh wa, not thP case. I asked tht> Secre
tary for Agriculture what \vas tlw quantity 
of fruit exportPd from Bowen during the 
month- of April, May. June and .Jul:-·. in 
1918. and th'' quantitie;; exportPcl during the
same month> in 1919. \\'hat are the facts i 
Taking vcgE'tables in sacb. and fruit in 
<'asPs. tht> facts are that for 1918, 37.746 
packagps \Wre exported, and for 1919, 48,279. 
or an incrPase of 10,533. That giveB the liP 
direct to those persom who say that this 
Government have no sympathy with thi? 
fruitgrowcrs and farmers of Queensland-an 
increase even when a big shipping strikP 
was 011 of ovf'r 10,000 packages. I am not 
''!lying that, if there had been no strike. 
there would not have been more, hecaus~ 
t hel't> hat< been an exceptiona I crop of 
tomatoes. citrus fruits, and vegetable' in 
that part of Queensland. As most hon. 
members know. most of the fruit goes dir<'f't 
tn the Svdn!'Y market. Let tllP truth h•·· 
told. I ~m n'ot onE> of those who g·ot into 
Parliament by telling tlw <:'lector" fies, hut 
by t0lling the truth, and I oay that thi> 
Uovemment have done all that it is poseiblP 
for any Government to do under existintr 
conditi~ns in assisting the fruitgrowers of 
Bowen. ThP hon. member for Drayton 
>neered that Bowen \Vas represented by an 
international socialist, and that the fruit 
was rotting ou the ground. I want to pvint 
out that the hon. memhPr for Bowi'n knows 
his duty to the people who st•nt him herP, 
and the people who sent him h<>rc know that 
lw is doing his duty. 

OOYER!O!E:-;T :ME:I!BERS: HPar, hPar! 
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I am willing to admit that people in the 
Bugar indLJStry are passing through a very 
critical time, owing to the fact that we are 
unable to get sacks to the ~ orth; and that 
on the Burdckin, which is in a <:lry belt, the 
oanA i:-:; drying up, or in other words, even 
if they were to crush now, some of the cane 
would have a very low <:lensitv. But let 
the blame be placed on the right shoulders. 
·who is responsible for the shipping dispute? 
::\"ot our party; not this Government, but 
tlw FedPral Government. I said in tbie 
House on one occasion, and I am pr<>pared 
to repeat it even if that little Kaiser, 
"Billy" HughP', were in my presenc0. that 
f question whether the Federal Government 
are fit to run a lavatory, let alone a Common· 
'' ealth. Even if the seamen had' 1·e1·n in 
the wrong, as I claim they are not, are 
men after 11Parly five years of war to get 
up on a pedestal, an<l sav, "\Ve will lel 
the country be ruined SOOner than Cc>mL' 
down fron1 our pedestal and settle the 
stri.ke ?" If Lloyd Gcorge had adopted that 
attitude after the war was over, Great 
Britain at this moment would have been 
wiped out. ·when the transport workers 
t~reatened. to hang up that country, did he 
s1t upon hb pedestal and fold his arms, and 
~ay, " I am the Prime Minister of Great 
Britain, returned by the greatest majority 
e\·er_ known in the history of Great Britain. 
r. wlll not meet these tran,port workers and 
hsten to their terms?" Xothing of the 
kind. He came down from his pedestal and 
met thP workers in conference. By, doing so 
he k<·pt the wheels of industry going. That 
is what should be done in the Common
w~alth. You should not cut off your nose to 
sp1te your face. You do not want to have a 
~!rike for 1nonths, w~C.t;l b:v giving concl!s
~wns you can settle 1t. Is that going to 
uwr.pase ~-our grPatne~s or swell vour pro
duction that you talk so much about? 
t';"othing of the kind. l\Iv friend the hon. 
nwmb~·r for Wide Bay, ·quoted 'a remark 
,,f WJ!liam Ewart Gladstone, to the effect 
that. the workers, '!S a rule, were always 
nght. and my LXperwnce of them is that, as 
a rule, they are always right. The fact 
that we cannot get sacks to mv electorate 
and to other electorates in the ·x orth, and 
the fa~t that, unless crushing on the 
Burd,<km starts soon, there will be no cane 
to crush, be~ause it will be dried out, may 
mean the rum of hundreds of sugar-growers 
in that part of Queensland and further 
North, and in the Mackay di~trict. But we 
<·an,not send sacks, because the people are 
~rymg out. for food, and the first obligation 
Js to prov1de 1t for them. I am satisfied 
that the Commonwealth Government will 
have t~ give Wll;Y in ~he long run, unless 
1 hey WISh to brmg th1s Commonwealth to 
ruin. That is what I claim they are doing. 
Why do they not get into touch with the 
modern thought that is going right through
out the eivilised world to-day? Do thev not 
know that we were told this was a wU:r for 
democracy? Were we not told by men like 
Lloyd George that e\·erything is in the melt
ing pot? Why do they not realise that 
thing' are changing, and that the workers 
are now standing erect? I am one of those 
who helped to pioneer the way and teach 
them to stand erect, an<l I am not going 
to desert them now when they are standing 
"rect an<l acting the part of men. How 
would these men who criticise the seamen 
from time to time like to be in the fore
eastles of some of those ships, or to work 

the hours that they have to work'! Why 
always say that the workers are wron~ • 
\Vhv do the Torv papers always contam 
leading articles abusing the men who create 
the wealth of the nation? Why do they not 
abuse the men who control the means of 
production of wealth, or who control the 
shipping? Why do they not tell them to 
come down from their pedestals, meet these 
men, ~ettle this dispute, and let the wneels 
of industry go on? Nobody wants to see 
the nation ruined-at least, I do not-but 
I am prepared to say that we are. not goi:ry.; 
tu get over the <lifficul ty by gomg on m 
tlw way in which the Commonwealth Go
Yermucnt are moving at the present time. 
Thev cannot defeat Labour in Australia. 
'rhey know that, or ought to know it-a 
<'ountry with the greatest percenta.ge of 
organised workers of any country m the 
civilisecl world. The workers are a waking 
at the present time. Before long they will 
[J,, fully awake, and when they get fully 
a wake lwn. members had better beware. 

Hon. \V. H. BARKES: Is that a threat? 

Mr. COLLE\S: No, it is not a threat, but 
it is a warning. I have been fairly correct. 
all through this war. I saw your monarchs 
toppling from their thrones. I saw the map 
of Europe practically changed. Hon. mem· 
bers, "'hen they were creating their Franken
stcin, di<l not realise what they wer0 
ne.1ting. They need to be very careful lest 
it should overpower them altogether. (Op· 
position laughter.) It is no use laughing. 
I could sec the signs of the times. I could 
'C•e what was happening in· Russia. I can 
see what is going to happen later on in the 
l:nited States of America; and what is going 
to h,, pp en here in Australia, unless there is 
con1n1on sense. 

In the Speech I notice a reference t.o 
:=-ngar-

,, An additional sugar experiment sta
tion has been formed, and it is proposed 
to establish an irrigation farm on the 
Burdekin delta." 

am very pleased to think I represent such 
an importcmt electorate. 'I'he idea of that 
farm on the Burdekin delta is to ·demon· 
Ktrate to the farmers that other crops than 
sugar-cane can be grown. They do not re
quire any <lemonstration as regards cane, 
because they have grown it for a number 
of years, and have proved the worth of irriga· 
tion. I notice an article in to-Jay's 
'' Courier" which I would like to quote. 
I always like to quote the "Courier"; 
although it is not my Bible, I rea<l it fairly 
carefully. 

" l\ATIOXAL DEMOCRATS. 

'• POLICY AND PLATFORM. 

'· Lopalty and Sane Government--'· 
I would like a definition from the hon. mem· 
ber for Bulimba of "loyaltv." I notic•' 
there 16 a very peculiar pla1~k, and I am 
going- to rPad it-

''sUGAR I:>DL'STRY. 

"The development of the sugar in<lus
h·y along lines that will safeguard the 
interests of all parties eng.aged therein. 
preserving the princiDle of cane price 
boards." 

I read that half a <lozen times to make sure 
of what I was rOOK!ing. Preserving the 
principle of cane price boar<ls ! Surely 
nen>r ! Di<l not the leader of the Opposition 

J:fr. Collins.] 
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addrffis n meeting of that part1c-ula1 council 
the other night? Fancy the !f'ader of that 

party adopting that plank ! h 
[8 p.m.] that the platform hon. gentlemen 

on the other side are going to 
tight on at the next election? Here is what 
t.he leader of the Opposition said in this 
House in 1913, "Hansard," \'Olurne exvi, 
;•age 2775-

.. I say unhesitatingly tlta t this Bill 
splinters every principal plank in the 
Liberal platform and adopts straight out 
to the same extent the plat£0rrn of the 
Labour party." 

Colonel Rankin's Cane Price Boards Bill 
was under discussion at the time. Is the 
hon. gentleman stealing our platform now? 
That shows what the war has done. (Laugh
ter.) We shall have to get a move on, or 
elsP there will be only one party and one 
platform in this House. (Laughter.) Then. 
again, I got hold of the primary producers' 
platform, and find that they have lifted it 
nearly holus bolus out of our platform. ln 
other words, they have come to the conclu
sion that they cannot get into Parliament on 
their old, obsolete methods. The war has 
changed people. The world is in thf> melting
pot. 

Mr. KIRWAN: The Opposition will be in 
the melting-pot. 

Mr. COLLINS: Yes. the Opposition will 
disappear altogether and a more radical 
party will take their place. In the :::\orth we 
are being considered as fairly conservative 
ourselves, so I do not hold out any hope for 
hon. gentlemen opposite up that· way with 
this new platform. The hon. member for 
Mackay asked a question or two in refer
ence to the sugar industry the other day 
regarding the right to amend the Regula
tion of Sugar Cane Prices Act, and we were 
told we could not do it owing to an agree
ment having been entered into with the 
Commonwealth. We say that that Act 
should be amended in the interests of the 
sugar-grower, and I suppose we shall have to 
wait until the agreement expires. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : We will 
have u new Government in the Common
wealth by that time. 

Mr. COLLINS: I hope we will have a 
Labour Government in the Commonwealth 
by that time. Coming to land settlement, I 
defv anybodv in this House to produce evi
dence from !my speech of mine, even when 
l represented an important industrial 
,;entre like the Burke, decrying the man on 
the land. When I was very young I read 
,John Stuart Mill, and I remember how he 
strP~sed the importance of land cultivation. 
1 am one of those who believe that we 
should have more people on the land than 
we have in Queensland at the present time, 
and .anything I can do towards bringing 
that about will be done by me. I am one 
of those who believe that a nation can be 
great only by having its people rooted to 
the soil. I am not afraid of their becoming 
conservative even when thev are rooted to 
the soil, if they are rooted t"o the soil u1fdPr 
proper conditions. We must try to persuade 
more industrial workers to settle upon the 
land and make homes of their own. 

Coming to industrial unrest, of course 
there is industrial unrest. It exists all over 
the world. It is not confined to Queensland 

[Mr. Collins. 

or the Commonwealth: it t'xisb CYenwhere. 
·what is the cause of the industrial unrest 
in Queensland and in this Comrnonwcaith ·: 
As I tra ,·ei to and fro in QuePnsland and 
the Commonwealth I notice schools every
wher<>. \Vhat have you heen erecting tho,p 
schools for? The member for Bremer told 
us to-night it was to increasE' the knowledgE' 
of the people. While some people may 
claim that profiteering is the cause of th0 
industrial unrest, I go deeper clown and 
claim thut the cause of the industrial unrest 
throughout the ch·ilised world is the fact 
that we have an educated democracy to-day 
--a democracy that you can no longer de
{'eive-a democracy that is saying to you 
and to me and to parliamentarian•, right 
throughout the British-speaking dominions 
and the civilised world, "Your parliamen
tarv SYstem is now on trial." It is on trial 
in the" State of Queensland, in the Common
wealth of Australia, and even in Great 
Britain. " You cannot go on fooling the 
people any longer," that is what they are 
saying. They say, "Come down to b"drock 
and do something for us." That IS the 
cause of the industrial unrest-the know
ledge that has been spread among mankind. 
the knowledge which I have been tr;~·ing 
to point out since 1911 in this State. Last 
vear-You cannot get away from the fact-· a few' persons and a few companies took 
nearly one-half the wealth produced in this 
Stat0, and what is true of the State of 
Queensland is true of the Commonwealth 
and of the whole civilised world. The 
workers say, "vVe produce the wealth: 
others spend it." Only last night ~ looked 
over to the Bellevue Hotel opposite. and 
wlw.t did I see? Talk about Bolsheviks 
getting abroad ! That is the kind of thing 
that breeds your Bolshevik. 

Mr. KIRWA~: They werE' doing the jazz 
nver thc·re. (Laughter.) 

Mr. COLLI::\I'S: I do not know what they 
"\Yere doing. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: If you look along 
George ~treet, you ·will see a cro1vd every 
day. 

Mr. COLLINS: I knPw what a crowd of 
people would think, looking at it. Some of 
the ladies there. mavbe, spent more in dresg 
than the average man in Queensland received 
during the past twelve months. The people 
are looking on at all these things, and are 
taking note of them. The hon. member for 
Albert knows that. Everyone knows it. 
We cannot deceive ourselves. There is no 
use in cur being like the ostrich. puttin>!' 
our heads in the sand and saying that thesp 
things do not exist. The;~· do exist. Th~ 
capitalietic Governments of Europe brought 
about the war. They are now reaping thrrt 
which they have sown. 

Mr. VOWLES: Do vou want those people 
to dress like Chidley" did? 

Mr. OOLLINS : I notice a lot are dressing 
like Chidlev. In the part where I was re·ared 
they woul·cl be classed as indecent if they 
went about in some of the dresses I looked 
at last night. They are a.dopting Chidley's 
dress. (Laughter.) It might be a good dress, 
for all I know-I have never adopted it 
myself. (Laughter.) I am dealing with 
industrial umest, and I want to quote from 
a paper called "The New Statesman." which 
is an English publication, and published in. 
a · country wherE' they have got more 
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~olPratiou than we ha vr• in ~~ustralia. Thi~ 
t'fn1ntr.'· i~ bP('Orriing dan1nabl~~ intolerant; I 
.un practically asham<'u of it. ThP uttprancp~ 
l hPar from timP to tirnt~ and t·lw <'xprn'SPd 
dt'~il't' to suppr(·~s litC'raturp n1ake rrw trPmhle 
for thP futnrP of Australia. I comP of a ra<·e 
of men who, as you all know, did not hesi
tate to take a king's head off when he stood 
in t hr• way. In literature, men in England 
na 1 e sent forth to th<> world some of th0 
best thoughts that have ever been written; 
but here in Australia, if you get up and act 
the- part of a man-if you express the thought 
that God has given you-you are accused 
of being· a disloyalist or a Bolshevik. I 
claim that I am no disloyalist; 1 would not 
··ay that there is not a bit of the Bolshevik 
<tbout me. (Laughter.) .At anv rate, I am 
not disloyal except in the minds of those 
people who are intolerant. This is what "The 
New Statesman" says about the cause of 
;trikes-

" The fundamental causes of the world
wide unrest are mainlv economic. Some 
peculiarly bad clause in the peace treaty. 
some blunder of the politicians, some 
manifestation of militarist reaction, may 
prove to be the spark which will set the 
world ablaze. But the fundamental 
cause of the conflagration will lie deep 
down in the economic system. The 
workers of France, or Italy, or Great 
Britain will rise in revolt, not really 
because injustice is being clone to the 
workers of Germany or Hungary or 
Russia, but because in every country it 
is becoming increasingly difficult, as the 
Coal Commission has abundantly shown, 
for the workers to live any longer under 

.an economic system devoted primarily to 
the making of profit. This is not to say 
that a majority, or anything like a 
majority, is consciously demanding the 
ove·rthrow of the capitalist system. 
Socialism of any constructive sort re
mains, probably in every country, the 
creed of a minorih. But even the ma
jority which has not attempted to formu
late a constructive opinion has changed. 
The pre-war industrial system rested upon 
the general acquiescence of the workers 
in the subordination of their permnality 
to the needs of industry as mterpreted 
by capitalists and employers. It w<ts 
possible only because it was able to treat 
Labour as a thing instead of a number 
of persons, and because· Labour, though 

"it kicked occasionally, as a rule acquiesce-d 
in that treJtment. To-day, nearly every

·one has a higher conceit of himself than 
he had before. Nearly everyone make; 
not only higher material claims, which 

.are hard enough for capitalism to satisfy, 
but also higher human claims, which it 
has no means at all of satisfying, and 
which most of its protagonists do not 
even attempt to understand. \Ve are 
face to face with the fact that the· war 
has taught the workers in almost every 
country to a"'sert their human claims by 
putting forth the vast economic strength 
which hitherto they have not known how 
to use." 

·we all know that arbitration is a plank of 
our platform, but I am one of those who 
never expected that in the transition period 
there would be no trouble. vV e who belong 
to the working clas··o have been accustomed 
·to strike from time immemorial. We had 
no. other method of settling our disput0s in 

Queensland until the Industrial Peace Act 
"·as passed in 1912. At that time we adopte.d 
methods wherebv we coul·d settle disputes 
under what was· known as arbitration; but. 
do you think you can change in seven years 
a people who have been accustomed, for 
hundreds of vears. to the right to strike? 
The iue~ of 'the strike still lingers. As l 
said in my electorate, when speaking to a 
big crowd of industrial workers, "To go 
back to direct action is a form of atavism." 
In othc·r words, they would be going back 
to the wilderness where we were when I was 
a boy. I further said, " What you want to 
do is to point out to the Labour party and 
the movement in general the defects in your 
Arbitration Act, and get Parliament to 
amend your Act; but you clo not want to go 
back to where we were when we were boys. 
\Ve want to keep on progressing." I never 
said arbitration was perfect, but I want to 
quote what I did say on the introduction of 
the Arbitration Bill in this House, because 
on that occasion I was a fairly good prophet. 
I know the working class pretty well, and I 
know we can only advance step by step. 
When the Industrial Arbitration Bill of 1915 
was under discussion in this House, as 
reported on page 817 of "Hansard," volume 
rxx .. I said-

" We do not state--at lP,~st, I do not
that this measure is the be-all and end
all of this great movement." 

Further on I said-
" After ail, the Industrial Court will 

be presided ove-r by a judge. I might 
:,ay here that it all depends on that 
judge. I prefer that Charles Collins 
should be appointed the judge, and then 
I am satisfied that the worker would get 
a square· dE>a.L" 

That mav appear egotistical to some people, 
but I lminv the type of men who sit as j~dges 
in our Arbitration Courts. Further on I 
said-

" I say again, and emphasise that 
point, that much depends on the judge.'· 

I find that I was fairlv correct on that occa
sion. J\iurh does depend on the· judges of 
our Arbitration Court. I question very much 
whether a man drawing £2,000 or .£3,000 a 
year is a fit and proper person to say I shall 
receive only .£3 per week. ·I think the whole 
of the methods of arbitration could be 
changed with advantage. \Vhat do our 
friends opposite stand for? ·what does any 
man who believes in war stand for? \Var 
is direct action, is it not? It is direct action 
of the worst kind, because in our industrial 
upheavals we clo not kill each other, as a 
rule ; but in war they ·do kill. Afte·r 
1,900 years of Christianity you have not 
been able to change the people and abolish 
war. I am not one of those who are going 
to raise the crv that this is even the last 
war. So long a:~ there• remains on this earth 
a system of society which enables one man 
to make a profit out of another man, so long 
are you likely to have war, and I say that 
system has got to go. It is just as immoral 
that any man should make a profit out of 
men,.or that I should make a profit out of 
him, as it was for the slaveowners of America 
to own slaves. The world is changing. Why, 
even Lloyd George, accordin~~ to to-night's 
" Standard," admitted in the rtouse of Com
mons that bdore the war the condition of 
thotl'U!Hh .: work01·s in England was deplor
abl<'. We. hear from time to time that the 

.lf1' ... f!n1lin•.l 



288 Address 1n Reply. [A::;~E;\lBL Y. J Addns8 in Reply. 

Govenun~nt must govern. The " Courier,. 
is always writing in that strain, and the 
" Daily Mail " likewise. They should add 
to that that the Government must govern 
with the consent of the governed. Could 
Lloyd George, with all his strength, govern 
Great Britain if the miners of Great Britain 
said he was not going to govern? He knows 
that. He has got more intelligence than 
the·se editors who write leading articles in 
such a strain as I have mentioned. 

;\lr. ::>IoORE: Your own ::Vlinisters have been 
~a:ving it. 

Mr. COLLINS: I am not responsible for 
all our :\1inisters say, any rnore than I am 
responsible for what the hon. member says. 
I look upon him as one of the most conserva
tive members of this House. Quite recently 
he was elected as president of the most con
servative body in Queensland-the Local 
Authorities Association. The Government of 
Great Britain will have to bow to the de
mands of the transport workers of Great 
Britain. Will anyone say that Lloyd Geor,;e 
was not governin(\ when he agreed that the 
mines in Great Britain should be nationalised, 
which the Sankey report recommends should 
be done? What rot to say you are going 
to govern ! That is how the Czar of Russia 
talked. and where is he now? That is the 
way the Kaiser talked, and where is the 
Kaiser now? He is in Holland, exiled from 
his native land. Where are the Austrians 
who eat upon the throne, who said they were 
going to govern? \Vhere, oh where, are they 
now? \Vhere are some of the princes of the 
little States in Germany? They governed 
with an iron hand. I arn one of those who 
believe that the world is going to change. 
\Ye have had thousands of years of govern
ment by force. I a.m one of those who be
lieve that in the fnture mankind will be 
governed by a highter la.w than force-that 
is. by the law of love. That may be some
thing new to hon. members opposite. I am 
'-'lad the hon. member for Bulimba is pre
~ent. That is the new power which is going 
to rise throughout the world-to govern, not 
by force, but according to the old saying 
of the X azan-ne, " Do unto others as ye 
would that they should do unto you." 

::VIr. Gu~N: Like the Bolsheviks. 

::\fr. COLLI:;\;'S : Does the hon. member 
known anything about the Bolsheviks? If 
he will read an article in "Round Table," 
he will know something about it. I arn one 
of those who believe that the Russians have 
<t right to govern themselves as they think 
fit, and not as you and I think fit, and I have 
no time for Great Britain interfering in 
Russia. I know the history of my country, 
and I know that for twenty years we fought 
the French after the French Revolution, in 
order to suppress the spirit of the revolution. 

GOYER~)!E~T ::YlE:\lBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. COLLI~S: If you doubt my word. 
read Buckle's " History of Civilisation." 
That is the kind of literature I was brought 
np on. not the intolerant kind of stuff that 
'<>me of our people read to-day. Buckle, the> 
man who wrote one of the finest works in 
F;nglish literature, points out that for t111enty 
years we fought the French and suppressed 
the revolution. 

;\lr. BA YLBY : The c•xcesses of the revolu
tion. 

:.VIr. COLLINS : The revolution; and that 
1s what tlw eapitalistic Government of 

[Mr. Gollins. 

Europe want to do in regard to Russia-the:" 
want to suppress the aspirations of . the 
working-clas'• of Russia. Let. the Russians 
govern themselves as they t.hmk fit. That 
is what I believe in. We should not inter
fere with the Russians as we do from time 
to time. As I said, I do not believe in 
<rovernment by force. · I do not know whether 
;;y speech will be allowed to go out or 
not. I notice that the little chap who has 
been associating with-I said on _one occa
sion dukes and duchesses, but I believe there 
arc not manv outside Great Britain at tlw 
present time.' 

The SECRE'rARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: You 
me 'ln the gentleman who ended the war? 

Mr. COLLIXS: Yes. The Prime Minis
ter of Australia is about to return to Aus
tralia. There have been some interesting 
articles recently in " Stead's Review" on 
"The Censor and I." We must :tdmit Mr. 
Stead has been one of the most fearless 
writers we have had in the Commonwealth. 
He state, in his last article that " Billy " 
Huahes the Prime Minister of the Common
we,:'lth, 'censored his magazine. 

;\h. GuK:-:r: It was a pro-German maga· 
zine. 

JHr. COLLI:'<S: It was not a pro-Germ an 
ma"azine and, if the hon. member went tc> 
Gr~at B1:itain he would not say that, be
cause his father was recognised as one of 
th<> forc,most English journalists, and a man. 
who helped to educate the masses of Great. 
Britain by the publication of his 2d. tracts 
on literature, and his " Penny Poets." I 
owe him a great deal myself. I would be 
a coward if I allowed the hon. member to 
traduce the narne of Stead-a man who has 
made it possible for the present Labour 
party to sit in the I~ouse of. Com':llons, by 
making them acquamted With literature. 
Mr. Stead states in his magazine that even 
now we do not know the peace terms, and 
we are not likelv to know them, until this 
little chap comes from overseas to tell us all 
about it. 'What he may have up his sleeve 
I do not know, but I know that things are 
happening in Australia that make one blush. 
When the Russian nihilist could not livP 
in his own countrv, he could live in my 
<'Ountrv. When the Italian anarchist could 
not live in Italy, he could live in England. 
When the Gm·man socialist could not live in 
Germanv he could live in England; and 
when the' French communist could not live in 
France, he could live in England. But we 
fmd that deportations are taking place in 
Australia. 

::\Ir. \"owLES: Hear, hear! 

:V1r. COLLINS : The hon. member says 
" Hear, hear !" What blood flows in his 
Yeins? 

Mr. VOWLES: I hate treachery. 
Mr COLLINS : Do you believe men should 

be deported without a trial? Is that British 
justice? Is that what we stand for as a 
great nation? 

::Vfr. WALKER: They can have a trial; and 
they have a right of appeal. 

Mr. COLLINS: Why have they not had a 
trial? 

Mr. \VALKER: Becau5e they have never 
asked for it. 

Mr. COLLINS : Who was responsible for 
bringing these people here? It was the 
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Liberal pai'tJ:. Who ~ettled the Binjour 
Plateau. up m the Gayndah district, with 
(iermans? 

:\Ir. BAYLEY: In times of peace. 

:\lr. COLLINS : Who was it that advo
,;,ated that 5,000,000 people should be brought 
here in 1910? This is what the Hon. R. 
Phi! p said, as reported on page 1547 of 
" H ansard " for 1910-

" He picked up a paper the other day 
and read that in G()rmany there were 
5,000,000 people out of work. Where 
could they go to? They must come to 
Australia or some new country; and 
why should we not take them if they 
\Vanted to come to Queensland? Why 
~hould we act the dog-in-the.manger 
policy, and say, '\Ye will not have them 
here'?" 

:\Ir. Gem/: He was quite right. 
Mr. COLLINS: Suppose the hon. mem

ber ,said to·day that I was a good sort of 
chap, but because I happened to fall out 
with him to-morrow he said that I was a 
,;coundrel. 

:Mr. GniN: When you come here you 
ought to be loyal to this country. 

Mr. COLLINS: · I am more loyal to this 
country than the native-born are-I stand for 
Australia. 

Mr. VowLES: \Ve are not talking about 
you; we are talking about the Germans. 

Mr. COLLINS: What we have to look 
after is our own development. Coming 
back to the question of deportation. Is that 
British-like-separating the wifo from the 
husband, the children from the father? Can 
you build up a great nation on those lines? 
A nation can only be great by showing its 
greatness. I am prepared to say that they 
are not going to thes~ extremes in any other 
part of the British dominions. Owing to the 
censorship-to the kind of Government we 
have in the Commonwealth-there are a lot 
of things happening that we know very little 
about; but, thanks to m<Jn like Mr. Stead, 
we are going to get the censorship exposed, 
ttnd then we shall know what did take place 
.Juring the war. We will get the truth, and 
no one should be afraid of the truth. 

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
11r. ::\100RE (A ubigny) : 'I'he programml: 

put forward f'?r the session is a very long 
one, and the t1tles of many of the Bills are 
nttractiYe, but I cannot see anything in it 
that is going to affect the real troubles we 
'lre suffering from in QuQcnsland at the 
present time. There is no reference to the 
linancial disaster which is coming on, and 

no way is suggested by which 
[8.30 p.m.] it is going to be stopped, and 

prosperity brought back. Taxa
tion is not going to avert it. At th<J present 
time WE' are taxed more heavilv than anv 
other State in .Australia. Eve;y year we 
haYe fresh taxation, and every year we have 
" d~ficit. I was very anxious to see in the 
programme of the Government a proposal to 
adopt some methods by which the develop
ment of the State would be encouraged; 
but, instead of that, we have foreshadowE]d 
a number of measures which are calculated 
to bar the way to progress. \V e must all 
recognise that there is a feeling of insecurity, 
and a feeling of want of confidence in tiw 
country. 

Mr. HARTLEY: What is barring the way to 
progre.,s ·: 

1919-v 

illr. MOURE: 'hlC obvious tendency to
produc,• less for more pay. 

3/lr. HARTLEY: \\'here? 

:\fr. ::VfOORE: ~\n1ong thf' worker:;. 
~lr. KIRWAX: That is wrung, and 1 

<·halleng·e you to prove your statement. 

:Yir. 'MOORE : Experience is the best wuy 
of learnin"' whether that is the case or not. 
and we k~IOW for a fact that workers are' 
producing lesH. The court which was ap
pointed to settle mduotrial disputes is 
allowed to be bluffed. I tl1ink the leader& 
of the Government should take ;.ome responsi
hilitv in this matter and do as British 
political leaders han' dmw-preach tht+ 
go>pPl of more work and greater production. 

Mr. J!ARTLEY: And greater profits for the~ 
profiteer". 

:Yir. 'MOOR!<}: );o ; production means morec 
prosperity to tlw whole of the country. 

'Mr. HARTLEY: ~0, it does not; that i• 
what is wrong with the Industrial Arbitra· 
tion Ad. 

:Yir. ~lOORE: Everybody admits that 
there must be greater production in Au&· 
tralia if we a1·e going to meet the liabilitie& 
we have ineurrHl, and I do not thmk wo 
can have greater production unless there i,. 
an Pnd to thesE' industrial disputes and men 
do their utmost in the matter of production. 
There is a limit to the number of hours that 
men should be required to work, and 
apparently that limit is eight hours a day. 

~1r. WINSTA)i'LEY: Lord Leverholme sa:y& 
six hours a day, and he knows better than 
you, perhaps. .._-

Mr. ~lOO RE: think the principle 
adopt('<! by Lord Leverholme in con~ection 
with .his Pnterprises is a good one-VIZ., t~f' 
principle of profit-sharing, .and I hope 1t 
will bn adopted m Australia. In connec
tion with his works they have a model 
industrial city; the men endeavour to pro· 
duce "' much as posRible; and they do not 
haYP industrial unrest, because they hav<' 
conditions that they can work undN. I do 
not think there is anv profiteering in the 
industry in which Lord Leverholme is con· 
eernPd, But here the system of profit-shar
ing ha;; been fought against by the unions. 
and unionists have been advised not to 
acNlpt the. system ynlP'S it is hedged rol!nd 
with certam cond1hons. If they are gomg 
to hedge round the svstem with harassing 
restrictions and sa v they will not .have profit
sharing except u"nder the conditions they 
propose', the Bystem is not likely . to ~'' 
adopted. Under .that syo'tem a m:<n IS pa1d 
for anv extra skill he mav acqmre or any 
Pxtra industry he may display in the work 
in whieh he is engaged. 

Mr H \RTLEY: That svstem leads to pitting· 
one t~wr~ against anotller. 

2\:lr. MOORE: It does not lead to anything 
of the kind. :Yir. Justice McCawley laid it 
down in a perfectly clear manner that the 
conditions which exist in the old eountry .do 
not prevctil in Que~nsland, '':h~re the wo:k&r 
is protected. It IS my opmwn that, 1f . a 
man is particularlv adapted for a certam 
w·ork and becomes· well skilled in that par
ticular work he should be paid for his 
increased skiil and industry, and sho'uld not 
be r<'stricted to the octme pay as is given 
to a man with less skill and le's application. 
I certainly believe in profit-sharing. Yo.n 
cannot expect that a good man who IS 

Mr. Moore.J 
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peculiarly adapted for a <:ertain dm;, <•f 
work will produce the best he can prod1H·<· 
if he get~ only what. ;, paid to a man oi 
mediocre abilitv. I see no R<'henw outlinef! 
in the Goverr1ment programme b~· whi.l, 
<:onfidence is to be restored. ConfidPnce ha, 
undoubtedly bPen destroyed in the countr~. 
with the rr"1lt that thousands of acres of 
land which us<d to be cultivated and made 
nroductive are now uncultivated. That iR 
iwt owing to the drought. but to want of 
confidence, and the fact that tlw Govern
ment are carrying on as they arP doing at 
the present time is not going to alleviate 
thf' condition of affairs. The starting of 
·Rtatc butchers' 'hops and State fish shop> 
j, not likely to alleviate that want of con
lldc•uce or lead to any increase in priYate 
·'0nterprise. That sort of thing does not 
Pngender confidenc<'. ::\1en must haYe som<· 
.securitv if thev are to embark on enter· 
priees ;'but, when you find the State embark
ing- in particular i11du~tri(·~ iu oppo:;;ition to 
priYate 6nterprise, it is not likely that 
privat<e individuals will be encouraged to 
engage in thoso industries. ::'-;' aturally a man 
·expects to get a commen,urate return for thL· 
risk he incurs when inYesting in an enter
prise; and, instead of the Government com
mandeering o,· threatening to commandeer 
businesses, they 6hould encouragP privatE' 
individuals to enter into those businesse' 
nnd develop them. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LA!-i'DS: The Go
-vernment are not going to deal with an) 
private individual who is not injuring the 
public. 

:3-Ir. MOORE: We must have individual 
(•nt<'rprise in Queensland. It cannot all be 
State enterprise. 

At twenty minutes to 9 o'elock p.m., 
The C'HAIR~fAX OF Co~nHTTEE,: (::\lr. Rt·rtram) 

Took thP chair as Deput~· Spl'ak<'r. 

Mr. MOORE: State enterprise up to th,· 
rJresent has not b<>en such a success that we 
want to continue it indefinitely. Th,· more 
,development we· can get car'ried out the 
grouter will be our prospnity, and the· 
better will be the progress W<' sh.tll m'· kc. 
HaYe "\Ye not got stagnation in many part-= 
<Of Queensland and an enormous amount of 
unemployment? Then, is it not the be.t 
thing the Government c·<:m do to encourage 
people to develop our resources by priY"te 
enterprise? It is said that. there has been 
profiteering. Well, the Government havP 
been in power for four years, and haYe had 
an opportunity of doing something to ~top 
that profiteering. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Ko; they had the War Pre
cautions Act to stop them, and you know 
that. 

Mr. MOORE : When the State Government 
started their price-fixing in Queensland, was 
it a great success? It only he! ped to ruin 
a number of farmers. The Government 
appointed a man who fixed prices without 
reference to the cost of production. Thev put 
on an embargo in orde·r to keep meat ;heap 
in Queensland, and it ruined several people. 
Did it do any good to anybody else? Did 
it do any good to the workers? 

Mr. HARTLEY : y eo. 

Mr. MOORE: It did not. It gave the 
farmers ls. 6d. per lb. for their butter, and 
left some· farmers so poor that they were not 
able to buy food for themselves. The Govern
ment are prepared to rob one section so that 
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bPrwf\t shall accru<' to another seerion who 
hap;w1t to iiYP in thH large c·entres \Yhere the 
ln(',~f YOtt'S ill"l'. 

::VIr. KIRW.IN: \Ve lost seats here and won 
them in the farming district,. 

:\ir. ~\100RE: You did not win any on 
t:1e Dowm. In connection with the indus
trial unr<,st, which is one of the most im
pOl·tant things we haYe to face to-day, I 
should like. to call the.· attention of the House 
to the remarks of the Premier in his pre
Plection speech-

" The Labour party believes in con· 
ciliation and arbitration. If given a 
majority we will establish a sy,tem of 
industrial arbitration, the details of 
which will b~ settled after due consi-dera
tion of the Commonwealth. Such a sys
tem will recognise the necessity of indus
trial boards with limited jurisdiction, and 
an Arbitration Court with more extensive 
powe·rs. \V e will also adopt to a g-reater 
extent than has been tried in Queens
land before a svstem of conciliation 
boards for the p~rpose of settling and 
shortening industrial disputes. The adop
tion of a wise policy in regard to these 
matte·r". and the promotion of harmony 
between the· employers and employees, 
will do away entirely with the proba
bility of industrial deadlocks." 

I thoroughly agree with that, and I certainly 
think that was their intention. But how do 
we find, not only those be-hind the Govern
ment here, but those outside who support the 
Government, are carrying that out? Instead 
of helping to C'lrry it out-instead of advis
ing the men, as has been said, to endeavour 
to get the Arbitration Act amended as they 
wanted it to be amended. we find them 
preaching indl!strial unrest and class-con
sciousne,,, throughout Queensland, and en
deavouring. apparently, to stir up strife 
instead of discouraging it. What is the good 
of stirring it up'? V\That other reason is 
there for preaching class-consciousness or 
stirring up industrial strife except to gain 
politieal achant-'V''? Tlw Arbitration Act 
wa, pa'·•ed, and the judges were appointed. 
not ae the hon. m2mber for Bowen said the 
workers fe-ared, but by this Government. And 
surely it is up to the Government now to 
give advice to the men who strike and the 
men who prefer direct action, and see that 
the laws are· upheld until they are amended 
by the means by which theJ ought to be 
amendE>d. \Ve know perfectly well that, if 
an employer, even technically, breaks an 
award, th<! inspector is down on him straight 
away. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: The stations' award of the 
State Arbitration Court is being flouted 
every day. 

:Mr. BEBBINGTON : On State stations? 
Mr. POLLOCK : Not on the State stations, 

but on private stations. 

Mr. MOO RE: I do not know that; I have 
seen no evidence of it. All my experience 
goe- to show that, if an employer commits 
-even a technical breach of an award, the 
inspector comes down on him straight away; 
but there are breaches on the other side of 
which no notice is taken. There is one phase 
of this question I strongly object to. We 
find that, when the Treasurer was Acting 
Pn•mier some time ago, he spoke to the 
soldiers outside- the Trades Hall in Brisbane, 
and instead of asking all parties to come 
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'lo~,, ther to a~sist the returnrd soldiers m 
everv wav they could, these were his 
c«m~rks- · 

" Attempts had bee·n made, and would 
be made, to use returne.:l soldiers for 
political , purposes, but thosP attempts 
were destined to fail while returned 
soldiers showed the- spirit they had that 
morning. Returned soldiers and the 
workers must link together in a common 
<:ause. The workers had many grievances 
and reform" tv accomplish, and the 
soldiers also had many grievances and 
reforms to accomplish. Therefore, they 
must stand shoulder to shoulder in order 
to be of mutual advantage to each other. 
::Ylr. Theodore said there was evidence in 
W Pstern Australia and other States that 
the returned soldier was beginning to 
realise that he must look for support 
from the workers, his natural friends. 
rather than from the· capitalists, his 
natural enemies.'' 

What is the good of going out and trying 
to stir up strife? Has not the whole prin
ciple for which we have been contending 
b~en that of trying to unite everybody to 
g1ve e-verybody who has returned what he 
requires? When we find the Acting Premier 
saying to the soldiers, " Turn to the workers, 
your natural friends, rather than to the 
capitalists, your natural enemies," can we 
say that is the way to bring about harmoni
ous relations-to encourage the people to 
work together to give these men the best 
that can be given to them ? I suppose that, 
according to the Acting Premier, th(' capi
talist is a man who holds different opinions 
from his. Surelv that is not the wa v the 
Acting Premier of a State like Queensland 
should talk ! Is that the way politicians, or 
th0 statesmen of Queensland, as they call 
th•cm, are going to act? Are they going out 
on to the stre-ets to preach stuff like that in 
order to create strife? One would think 
that their oj ect would be to bring the people 
togdher so that they could all work unitedly 
for one purpose. 

Mr. WHIT FORD: That is what he was try
ing to do. Are not the interests of thf' 
soldiers who fought on the western front 
and the workers identical ? 

Mr. MOORE : L\l! classes of soldiers went 
from Queensland. I do not think any section 
lagged behind. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Eighty per cent. of th0 
workers went. 

Mr. JY~OORE: What is the good of any 
man saymg that 80 per cent. of the workers 
went? There is no proof of that. 

Mr. KrRWAN: Mr. Holman said so, and he 
is one of your apostles. 

Mr. MOORE: Mr. Holman 'does not know 
everything. I might as well say that 80 
per cent. of the squatters went. 

Mr. WHITFORD: Who would believe you? 

Mr. MOORE: Nobody believes the other 
thing. I certainly think that open incite
ment to rebellion is allowe-d to go on in 
Queensland. Judges are terrorised appar
ently as well as the Government by a few 
extremists whose common sense is in inverse 
ratio to their vanity \Ve find all sorts of 
statements being made and nothing . done. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Are 
you insinuating that the judges are not doing 
their duty? 

Mr. 1100RE: No. but when a eourt is 
held up to derision and contempt, how can 
it perform its 'duty? I will read what Mr. 
Carnev said-
- ." Thev had no use for the court, and 

hi' unio'n would only accPpt tlH• "\r\;>itra· 
tiou Court <!Ward when it suiteLl them. 
His union was strong l'nough to get all 
it wanted in spite of the court.., 

DoE's that not hold the court up to derision> 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: That 

doco- not terrorise the court. 
Mr. MOORE: I call that terrorism. 1 

think that, wh('n ~·ou find mLn holding up 
a court to derision and sa-ying thE'y will not 
accPpt an award unless they get what they 
want. that is terrorism. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'L'BLIC' LANDS: Th(' 
court does not take any noticP of that. 

Mr. MOORE : That is what I am com
plaining of. The court does not take noticb 
of it, and neither do the Government. We 
find State employees practically asking other 
State employees to rebel. \Ye have a lot of 
railway men coming to this l'E"oolution :--

,, That this meeting of railway men 
exprt"ses its indignation at the despotic 
attitude of the Railwav Department and 
the Government in the treatment of our 
:Northern comradf", whose loyalty to 
union principles in connection with the 
Northern strike has been responsible for 
the situation created." 

And another section passed this resolution-
·' \\'p commend our comrades for their 

adherence to union principles and 
pledge oursPlves to stand behind them 
and the council of the union, and to 
loyally support any action that mav be 
taken to secure justice for the men con
cerned." 

The Go,-ernment arP those who arf' sending 
the poliee up to 'l'ownsville. Why sh~uld 
the•·e other railway servants pass re"olutwns 
that they are prepared to stand behind the 
Towm;ville men in any action they like to 
take; Is that not incitement to open rebel
lion against the Government? Everv man 
in Queensland has a vote. He puts into 
Parliament men who will govern him in 
the way he wants to be governed. Surely, 
that Governrrwnt must have the power to 
carrv out what thev consider to be in the 
best· interPsts of the' whole community. Are 
we to allow certain State employeeo to go 
round and practically incite others to 
rebellion? 

Mr. KIRwA;o;: I can quote you a sermon 
from a pulpit in Brisbane inciting to 
rebellion. 

Mr. MOORE: I am not concorned with 
sermons in churches, but I am concerned 
with a section of Government employees 
openly inciting others to rebellion. I think 
it is a mistake, and it is wrong. The Go
yernment are not doing their duty when 
they do not point out that this sort of thing 
only leads to anarchv. \Ve heard the hon. 
member for Bowen saying that people could 
not be governed unless they consented to 1t. 
I would like to quote this statement by the 
Secretary for Miues-

" Mr. Jones said that he spoke his 
mind pretty plainly on certain subjects 
of public interest, especially industrial. 
The Government had every sympathy 
with the unemployed, but none what
ever with the unemployable. Th1s 

Jf r. 1J,f oore.] 
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('0\"<'rt-d the~ })olie.'· ef tht> Uov<-'r!llnent i11 
>his matt(•r. Following floods, cyclonE'>. 
and drought, the Queensland Govern
ment bad come into conflict with tlw 
Commonwealth GoYernment, thH national 
GoYernment of Australia, and it must 
be patent to every mind that a Govern
ment which had the courage to ·defy th<> 
higher Parliament could arrange to 
tight a sPction '>rhich carne into con:fliC't 
with it, and the poliey under which it 
was electE'd. The people of Queensland 
might rPst ao;surPd that thE' GO\·ernment 
intended to govern irrespective of any 
section, either in Townsville or elso
wher<', until a majoritv of the peoph· 
sa.id that thPy i'hould 'not govPrn any 
longer." 

Then W(' find rhf• 8Perebny for Hailway' 
,~aying this-

,, My point mainly is this: If you 
pooule of Toowoomba send Mr. Brennan 
into Parliament, and the pPople of 
Queensland send the Labour party into 
officP, w•• should demand the right to 
I!OVern while we are there. (Applause.) 
The duty of a Government is to govern 
and not to trade, and my opinion alway" 
has been that it is the dut.v of the Go· 
vl'rmnent to look after thf> lwnPfits of 
the people." 

Both those Ministers say that the Govern
ment must govern, and that they intend to 
Jl'OVern. They were able to fight the F<:>deral 
Government, and consequently they should 
be able to fight any section that stands up 
against them. Do we find the Government 
being firm, or giving eyen reasonable advice? 
~o. \Ye find ~01·thern members practically 
going behind the Government and en
''om·aging the railway men up North to stop 
where they are, inciting them to rebel, and 
saying, "\VP will endeavour to get the 
Government to be lenient." Is that a fair 
thing? 

Mr. COLLiliS: Do you say members from 
the North did that? 

Mr. MOORE: Did not the hon. member 
for Bulimba read out telegrams to-night? 

Mr. COLLIXS : Don't vou know the historv 
o£ the Boer war-that after that war the 
British Government gave pardons? 

:Mr. MOORE: Talking about this question 
of the "remorseless profiteer," I would like 
to quote what a ~ew Zealand Arbitration 
Court judge has to say about it, because it 
has a very intimate bearing on the position 
in Queensland to-day, The court in New 
Zealand used not to fix wages on the cost 
of living; it used to fix it on a different 
principle. Then a statute was brought in at 
the end of a. session, in which the cost of 
living was made the basis for the fixing of 
awards. These are the remarks the judge 
made in court-

" The court uow interprets the recent· 
statute to mean that in the absence of 
any countervailing consideration wages 
of workero should, for the future, be 
increased in correspondence with the 
increase in the cost of living since the 
making of the several awards. The court 
has now granted increases in wages on 
this principle. It is not blind as to what 
must be the effect of the judgment. The 
judge stated that it was certain that the 
workers in other industries would in 
course of time make application to the 
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coun fur an anwndtnent of thPir a·w...trd
~irrdlar to thos<~ no\Y n1ade, and a general 
jnerPa~n in \vages of \vorkers rrlight, 
thndorP, be expected. It is inevitabl'' 
that thP .,ffect of these increases will bn 
rcfl<>dcJ, and probably in a magnified 
form, in further increases in the cost of 
living·. Cnless, thcrpforc, the cost of th<' 
n<"'''~-;itie" of life iR rPduced aR the re, ult 
of tlw ce,sation of the war, or, failing 
this, unless the Government and the 
Board of Trade are able to devise some 
methods of preventing further increas£11 
in the price of such necessities, the court 
will again and again be asked to amend 
its awards and increase wages in con
formity with the ever-increasing cost of 
living. It is obvious that continual in
<:reases of the v; ages of organised worker& 
through the medium of the court, which 
result; in these workers obtaining partial 
and often only temporary relief, largely 
at thP expense of members of the com
munity with fixed incomes and of un
organised workers, cannot continue in
definitely, and that sooner or lat~r many 
industries may become unprofitable and 
c•'asP operations, with the result that 
many workers may be thrown out of 
mnployment. If this is to be avoided 
means of doing so must be found by th(, 
Legislaturt', as thP eourt is powerless 
in thP n1attPr." 

h not that the condition which we are getting 
in Queensland'! Our primary industries arP 
uot in a. position, owing to the perpetual 
droughts we have had lately, to have con
tinual interference going on, 'I'hrough co
operation we have endeavoured to keep tb· 
niarkets as st<ea<1v as possible. I do not think 
there has been profiteering. If you are going 
to const itutfl a hoard similar in any way to 
that constitutc'd in 1915 bv the Government. 
where prices were fixed Irrespective of the 
cost. of production, it is not going to make 
for prosperity in Queensland. 

The 8l:CRE'rARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDI'\ : You d<• 
not suggest that the cost of production wa~ 
not taken into consideration last time? 

11r. 1IOORE : Most decidedly, it was not. 
taken into consideration. Political considera
tions were the ruling factor. It was admitted 
by the price-fixer himself that the cost of 
production was not taken into consideration 
-that he had to Jo it according to political 
('onsiderations. 

2\ir. vV. COOPER: ·what price-fixer was that' 
Mr. ::\IOORE : Mr. Sumner was the price

fix:er at the time, He was appointed by 
this Labour Government. It does not matter 
twopence who appointed him, it is the prin-_ 
ciple to which I object, p where the cost of 
production is not taken into consideration 
in the fixing of price•. 

JI.Ir. BRENXAN: What did the Federal 
Price-fixing Board do? 

Mr. MOORE: We had our cost of prodU< · 
tion taken notice of by that board. \Vc• 
put our case before the Federal Price-fixing 
Board. Manv factories-cheese and butter
hav<:> received deferred payments from the 
Federal pool. 

:Yir. BRENNAl>i : What price did 
:Yir. :MOORg: I could not 

memory, what was the price. 

you get? 
tell, from 

Mr. BREl>iNAX: Less than the State price. 
Mr. MOORE : Oh, no ! 
Mr. KIRWAN: I say, yes. 
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The DEFCTY SPEAKER: OrdE>r! Order' 
Mr. BEBBIKGTON: On<' hundred per cent. 

morr·-175s. per cwt. now. and _vour pric·r· 
wa; 121~. per cwt. 

The DEP"CTY SPEAKER: Order! Order~ 
Mr. MOO RE: 'l'he hon. member asked for 

tigur"~, and when he gets them he does not 
·wrm to like them. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order r I :mg
g<'st that the hon. member addre"s thP 
t'hair, and take no notice of interjectione. 

:\lr. :\100RE : One question I want to 
mPnTion is the settling- of returned soldier>. 
! do not know how it is going on in many 
districts. In mv own district tlw land itself 

all right, but its inacces,ibility is thP 
tronblP. ThP e'<pensP of cartage and 
!<aulagP to a lot of those bloch of land is 
•enough to make the selection prohibitive. 
They are sdPctions which have been avail
.tblr• for years, and have never been taken 
up. The quality of the land is not objected 
•o. It is all rig-ht. Whf'n you eomo to thP 
question of bPing able to g<>t to it. tlw rliffi
,.uJt.;~· is going to come in. 

Th,· t:lECRETARY l<'OR PUBLlC LA!-:JJ:,\: \Vhf'l'(' 
is thr- hon. member rderring to _uow ·: 

Mr. MOORE: Up i11 the C'oo~-~n· and 
Y arraman districto. 

The t-lEORETARY FOR PuBLIC L\XJJ:<: l sup
pose thf' hon. member knows it wa> at th•• 
wldiers' own request that that land was 
made available? 

Mr. MOORE : I canuot help who made the 
requf'st. Soldiers have gone on the land 
who hav<: never had anv experi!'ncc·. The' 
-do not realise the enormous difficultv the~ 
haYe to eontend with in getting their p"roduc~' 
t.o 111arkPt. There i,;; one other question iu 

regard to soldiers· settl~m·ents 
; 9 p.m.] that I want to bring forward. 

because it is one the Government 
,_.,. pu~hing a great dPal-not onlJ· tlw 
Queensland Government. but the Govern
ment of Xew South \V aiLs, and tlw Govern
ment' of other States in the Commonwealth. 

h1.ve here a letter which I recl'ivpd from a 
·'Pturned soldier, who says--

.. After the armi~Stiee wa~ ;;ign~d I 
attended the A.I.F. educational leeturee 
on poultry farming-. As a result of thesP 
!Pctnrc>,, I decided to takP up poultry 
farming on a fairly larg-e scale on my rp
turn. I dt>cide·d to purchase an in(·ubator 
and outfit, and buy the eggs. \V e were told 
that tlw Governments in all States werce 
doing- everything possrble to induc<: re
turnr:'d men to take up this branch oi 
agriculture, one of the fc>w lines that 
doe~ not t-ake too much capital to start 
in. We were told that we could get 
g-ood, reliable £~ggs at a reasonable cost 
from any of the Agricultural Depart
nlf'llb'. ·who werP onlv too anxious to 
help us, etc., etc. I \Vrote lirst to Gat
ton, and received a rep!~- that the~· 
regretted they w.;re unable to suppl,v 
irwubator lots, but they could supply 
trios from· £3 3s., or fifteen evg-s fo1· 
£1 b. I tht>n wrote to the llenltrtm~nt 
"f Agriculture and Stock, and told them 
l was a returnPd soldier, etc., starting 
poultry farmin:-,·. and that I int~nded 
pUJ·chasing an incubator and eggs to start 
with. I asked if the department could 
.mpply the eggs, and if not, for advice 
us to the best means of obtaining same. 
They reff'rred me to the poultry expert. 

and he advised me not to purchase eggs. 
but to buy -day-aid chicks. I wrote to 
him again, asking him where I could 
obtain the'e chicks. He repli~d that lw 
was not allowed to advise any particular 
"tack, but if I was intending to go in 
for poultry, I should become a sub
scriber to 'PoultrY.' a l'\ew Soutl! 
Wales publication. I-Ie said I could get 
all the information I required from that 
paper's advertis.,ments. He also men
tioned a Victorian poultry journal. I 
havP become a s1:.bscriber to 'Poultry: 
which is well worth the subscription. 
but all the advertisements are for Svd
ney breeders. That is what Ryan cai, 
do for us in the poultry lin~-advise us to 
go to Sydney and get eggs or day-old 
chicks. l'\ot a bad way of putting re
turned men on the land. I may add I 
am still determined to go in for poultry. 
I have got an incubator, and am gettinf( 
•'gg~ at 5s. a dozen from F. Hoffman. 
Haden. HP hat' good stock, and has 
been at thro game for a few yhue. Last 
year he purnhased 500 day-old chicks in 
Sydney. and when they arrived here• 
t h<>y wer0 a very poor lot. 110 d.ea-d, and 
many crippled. whi<'h ha-d to bn dP
~troved. HP reart>d about 300. and I ""'". 
~"~ontP of thetn, and the'~/ are a. Yerv \Yfle-dv 
lot, and eprtainly far from pur<' hred, s;, 
the only thing they will give you i,
advice. and that appears to bE' bad.'' 

Consirl<>ring tlH' number of rE'turnPd soldier, 
Yl ho u rP being· induced to go in fnt· poultr\ 
farming. .,m·ply, if the Queensland poultr~ 
Hxpert iR net allowed to giYe advicL as t~1 
one particular breed, <t 1 ist could be pu 
pared of those persons who 3.re reliabl•· 
breeders, and to whom the:; eoukl recom
Inend the returned $oldier:::. to go for egg" 
or chickens. ' · 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLTl' LAXD8 : Do vou 
say the poultr;v <'Xpt>rt i' not allowf'd. to 
advise? 

Mr. MOO RE : Ho ,ay' himself he is nor 
allowed to advis<' as to \vhat stock to secure. 
and he advise• the returned soldier to get n 
publication from Sydne:: and to get hio 
informa-tion from thP adYertisc'mPnt' in that 
paper. 

ThP SECRETARY FOR PcnLIC LAND~: Are von 
surP tlw poultry Pxpert himself said that? 

:Yll-. ::Y100RE: I havP read thi> ~okliN', 
l<>tter to thatc effect. 

The SEC'RETIRY FOR PcBLIC LAXDS: I do 
not believp that it is correct. There IS no 
rPstriction on him. and hf' can g-ive what 
advic·e he• like>>. That is what he ;, thf'r<' 
for. 

:VIr. :MOO RE: He reuliPd to thi,; r•'llll'IH'<l 
,o]dic>r that h<' was not' allowed to advisf' "" 
to the purchasP of stoPk. ( 'onsideri11g th<' 
difficulties that a novice ha,; to erwountPr 
when going in for poultry farming. ull thc 
advic0 that can lw given hy tlw poulh·v 
<·xpert shouJ.d be available•. 

'The SECRETARY FOR PTiBLIC f.ANDR: Vi<• 
rPCkon WP have onf' of tlw able't poulhy 
expNts in Anstralia, and I think it very 
unfair for vou to sav, on h(>arsa\' t•YidPn<'('. 
what you h'ave jnst said. . 

:vir. ?vlOORE: It is not on hPal'""-.'. 
have this man's letter. 

ThE' SECRETARY FOR PuBLll' LA:sn:-;: Tb•• 
hon. member for Vi'ind>or will lwa r out 
what I h>avf' said. 

Mr. Moore.] 
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Mr. :\IOORE: I am not saying anything 
againf't the qualifi<:ations oi the poultry 
nxpert. 

The i-lECRETAllY FOR Pc:BLTC LANDS: The 
bon. m0mber for \Yindsor will hear out what 
I have just said-that there is no rL'-Striction 
whntever on hin1 and he can ::;hTc 1Yhaten_'l" 
advice he lib". 

:\Ir. BEBBINGTO:<:: Can he r"comlllPllll unv 
particular breed? · 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LGDH: ThJt 
1~ his hu~ine~s. 

:\Ir. :\IOORE: This man ginCB me definite 
information, and, if what he says is th<> 
<:as. , the position wants remedying· : I cer
tainly believe it is the c:-.se, as I am pr·rfe<'tly 
.,,LtisfiPd he would not 1vritc in that stt"lin if 
it \Vas not tru€'. 

:\fr. BRENNA:-: : Did you inYest.ig·fitp the 
matter at th<> d(•partment ·~ 

The• SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS: Ha ye 
you auy objection to giving rne that letter'? 

:\lr. :\1 OORE : The Secretary for Public. 
Lands is perfectly welcome 1(, the wlwle 
lettN. 1 am only too willing-, if then· i~ a 
mistake•, to have it pointed out, and, if 
there is not a 1nistake, the• thing· "~"Iould hP 
renJedit•d. I do uot \Yfl.Ilt to makL• political 
<'apital out <lf it. 

Mr. BREKKAX : \Yhy did you not. make• 
inquiric·8 before publishing it: 

:\lr. :uoonE: Othe1· hon. mPmbPrs hav•' 
had ~imilar letters from all on•1· Quee-nsland. 
end surely a thing like that ;;hould lw 
brought nil in this Home ! 

}1r. BRENKAX: \Yhy not llHLkC' inn•stiga
tiong first? 

:VIr. :\100HE: :\Iake inH-stigations ! Hon. 
1uernbC'r" opposite vvant to shield thr~ Ci-oYPrn
nlPHt on t•very possible OCCi!lfdon. 

I notiee in the Governor's Speech rcfvl'f~lict· 
is 1uade to the influenza outbreuk. It i . ..; 
t•xtrenwly fortunate for Queensland t.hat "'" 
haYP got out of it up to the present as lightly 
as we haYe. To 111y n1ind it is a mo:::;t t:-xtra
ordinan- thing that befon• the infln<'nza our
br{•ak c)ccurred in Qneen.sland a eonfcrerll t.~ 
"''" he-Id down South of rqnc-;,cmtar iv-!s from 
the H0ulth Department ... of e; .. c:h Statt' ut 
which a. policy 1vas formulated which -wa~~ 
to he carried out in the eyent of an out
breuk of influenza occurring: and then, as 
soon as an cutbreak was threatened, tho 
whole result of that conference was practi
<:ally wiped out and each State had to fight 
thE' epidc•mic on its own. App.ur·c·:~tlv the 
Queensland Government was mon' <'Onr;erneJ 
about rw:king political capital ag·ainst the 
Commonwealth Government than thev wert· 
in tighting the C]Jidemic. Thev went a bout 
tht:' matter in a very feeble manner· indeed. 
and the mo't feehle thing about tlw wholt' 
busines~ ;,v>as the rea::-ons -"'~hieh were give11 
for handing over the contl·<ll to the "local 
authorities. The 1·eason given "as thP 
ext;"avagant demand of three or four districts 
in Queensland who wanted a hug;e amount ot 
money spent in thPir divisions. Because tlw 
Home Secretary considered thev were 
Pxtravagant in their dem<mds and lw did not 
~onsider it politic to stand up ag;ainst thPm, 
h<>c:mhf' the requesh were backed up by 
1nembers supporting· the GoYernn1ent. sO 
t-he whole control "as handed on'" to th" 
local authorities. I ·do not object to tho 
control bein!; handt•d ov~r to the local 
;:nthoritic's: hut what I ohjPct to i< that it 
wa< not handed over to them bt'forP tllf> 
<"1idrnni<' of'cnrred to f~nabJP H1Pn1 to org;enise 
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It wae- handed over to them after the out
break occurred, which did not give the loDal 
ttuthoritie~ an opportunity uf carrying out 
the work in un efficient manner. The local 
authorities and the Government han; every 
reason to be proud of the way in which the 
community as a whole helped. 1'here were 
nJ!untarv' workers throughout the different 
:-;hires \Yho w<-~re prepared to give the \vhore 
of tlwir time and who were preparPd to tak~ 
anv a mount of risk, in order to he! p P"ople 
whom thPy did not know at all. In my n>' u 
shirP we had voluntarv workers who g-ave U]J 
davs and nights for- weeks t<l help pe'lpl•' 
who w0re sick. In ca,es like that sufficient 
notice should have been g·ivf~n if the GnvPrtx 
ment .hud wanted the local authoritie' to 
tak'' ov-E'r the work. Fortunately. the •.•ut
hrPak, while epverP, was not as virulent as 
in thP Southern Statc•s. It W<n morP .::ood 
luek than good Ina.nagPnlPnt that '"''t.• <re 
Pnahl<>d to eope with it. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: If I had fo!lo'"· ed 
the adYice giY0TI. it would haYe run into a 
quart0r oi a million of monPy. and t 11· n 
ther<' would have been a howl. 

:\lr. :\IOORE: If the Home Secretary hud 
follo\vPd out <'()rtain adYice given by tTif~~i1-
her~. l>L'l1ind the GovprunH?nt, w.ho ''· .tnted 
monPv spent in their electorate,, I f'ho<rld 
11ot han; been surpris.-d if it had cost. a 
111illion of monev: but the prineiple of {'arn · 
ing out the work is what I object to. 

The· Gov-ernment talk about the difficult" 
nf g;Ptting houses and the necessity. for a 
fair - rPnts court. '1_1he Government 1s one 
.nf thP !Yl'Pat~_,..-::.t sinners in raising rents in 
Quepn,]a;.,d. 1\ome vcurs ago you could buy 
timbPr at 2s. or 3s. "per 100 feet in the log, 
hut to-dav the Government are getting 13s. 
6d. p0r 100 feet in the log at Y arraman. 

'fhP SECRETARY FOR PVBLIC LAXDS : \Vhy 
don't yuu be- fair? Don't you know tho 
Govr rnment ha·d no say in the putting up 
of the price of timber, because it is only an 
infinirc•simal part which the Statfl supplil-';.? 

:\Ir. ::VIOORE: I am going to quote two 
advertiseinents for two reasons-anA it:> the 
t 1 Xtraordinary 1nanncr in which tht> State 
n~ill ha, to ·be spoonfrd, and the other the 
way in which the timber has been put up. 
Th;" following advertisement is taken from 
tlw ·' .:\"auango ='Jews" of 25th ::"Jovcmbrr. 
1918: -· 

,, TE\IBER SALE. 

" Thq undermentioned lob; of tird)er 
will be: offered for sale by public a~c
rion at the railway station. Benarkm. 
on ~·riday, 1st ~o\·ember, 1918, at 10 
a.m.:-

" Blocks 1 to 4, <ln Timber Re,erve 283. 
parish of Colinton, each containing 
350,000 Huperficial feet of_ pi m'•, , Also, 
350,000 superficial feet of pme on '!'Imber 
Re"• ne 290, parish of 'J'aromeo. Upset<: 
6,, 3d. per 100 superficial feet for logs 
7fJ inches gii·<h and over; 5s, 3d. for logs 
60 to 69 'inchc'; and 3s. 3d. for log~ 
under 60 inches girth. Tops, 6d. over 
6~ inches, and 3d. under 60 inches girth. 
Term of· agreement, twelve months. 

" All timber on the above lots must be 
delivered to the State sawmills, 'l'aronwo, 
at lls. per 100 supe·rficial feet for logs 
70 inches and over; 10s. for log,, 60 to 
69 inches; Ss. for logs under 60 inches; 
Ss, 3d. for tops 60 inches and m-er; an<il 
5s. for tops under 60 inches. 
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·' Bloeh 6 to 12, on Timber Heserve 
290, parish of Taromeo, each containing 
140,000 superficial feet of hardwood. 
Upset: 3s. 6d. pe-r lCu superficial feet. 
Term of agreement, twelve month". 

"All timber on these lots must b" de
livered to the State S'awmilb, on trucks. 
Benarkin, at. Ss. 10d. pPr 100 >upcrGcial 
fen. 

·' W. ::YI. WATTs. 
"Land Con1111i:o.':~ioner." 

Tba·' is thP upset price at the State mills. 
'fh, n '.tke thP following advPrti oement a" a 
r'ompanson :-

'·TIMBER SALE. 
'·The> undermentioned lots uf timbe-r 
ill b, offered for sale by public auc

tion, at the Land Office. ::\anango. on 
Tuesday, 26th Novemh,•r. 1918, at 11 
~.m.:-

"Lot 1.--All crow's ush, yellow wood, 
and maiden's blush, on portion 148v, 
Cooyar. Upset: Grow's ash and yello,v 
wood. 60 inches and over. 3·. ; under 60 
inchF•·, 1s. 6d.; maiden's blush, 6d. per 
100 superficial feet. :l\Ionthly removal, 
10,000 superficial feet. Term to 30th 
::\onrnber, 1919. 

"Lot 2.-Forty-nine pine log-.; on 
l'Pservc- 257, Cooyar and Emu Creek. 
Cpset: 70 inches and over, 10,. 6d.; 60 
inches to 69 inches, 10s. ; 48 inches to 59 
i nchc,s, Ss. 9d. ; tops, 60 inches and over, 
2s. 6d. ; under 60 inche,, 1-. 6d. Term 
ro 31Rt DPi:cmber, 1918. 

'·Lot 3.-50,000 superficial feet of pine 
180 inchPs G.B.H.), on part re,erve 120, 
Xeumgna. l:pset: 70 inche' and over, 
10s. ; 60 inclws to 69 inches. 9s. ; under 
60 inchco, 7s. ; tops, 6d. }lonthlv re
moval, 10.000 supel'flcia l f1•<'t. T,er;11 to 
31<t ~hrch, 1919.'' 

Th<· ahoY<' tintbe·l·-huv<'l' has tlw < :ltio;J of 
lonn· hau~-ao·p bv tPn.nt ala;ut 12 ;llih'" to 
Ya~rarnan '"'or 11Pavy fr.Pight::- to tnPl't if 
t-ruckf'd at Tal'Ollp,'. in \Vhich c-a~P it would 
havf' to be railed- via ThePbinP to BriRhanP 
That means, roughly, that the State mill ha~ 
an advantage over thu ordinar:v rnill of about 
Ss. or 6,. per lOO feet. 

The SECRI;TARY FOR Pl:BLIC LANDS : How do 
you cont<!nd from that that th€' State is put
ting np the prief' of ti1nber '? 

}Ir. ::\IOORE: \Ye know that five vean; 
ago timb<'r up there waH selling- at 2s. W. or 
3s. 6d. pPr 100 fed, and to-day it is 13s. 6d. 
Cau an:•hody say that the price has not gone 
tlp: ThP Clowrnment itself has put up the 
pric:• of timbPl' to the highest figure it can 
get, and ''"""'quently the prie•· of building 
ha:, gonf" up. 

ThP S:.cRET.\RY FOR PUBLIC Ln;us: The 
Go\-cnun<'nt are charging th0 Inark(-'t priC(: 
for their timber and no more, and thev do 
not makt· thP market prie<•. · 

Mr. ::\lOORE: The GoH>rnment ende·avour 
: J 'how that the timber mills arp maKing 
img·r· profih, but t'1e GO\·ernment mill has 
<ht• advantilge of Ss. or 6s. per 100 f,:et in 
g-etting tht· timber, and they am still charg-
ing thr~ Atune as other miliA. · 

The i'EC'RETARY FOR PUBLJe LA"iDS : Thc1 
Govermnent havp to pay tlw sanw tate of 
wag<·~ a:-. the other 1nills. 
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~\Jr. :VIOORE: The high price of building 
is partly attributable to the profite·ering of 
the pl'eSI'nt Government, which has jumped 
np the timber to t 1'e highest price they can 
U:Pt. 

ThP SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS: If the 
Govenunent ga' e the· timber av{ay, do you 
think the pri<''' of timber would come down? 
::-iothing of the sort. 

Mr. 1100RE: The State has not brought 
its pric<'s down, but has raised them to those 
charged by other mills. The State has raised 
its prices twice, since it embarked in the 
Pntcrprise. The GoYernment talk about what 
protit<•:>ring there w::s in the timber busi
ne,·s, hut after they started their mill they 
t li~<·o,~en-::d therr was no profitee-ring, and 
rai·"•d their pricH to those of the other mills. 

l want to eall particular attention to the 
qm stion of giving assistan<'P to the farmer 
ill .;:p-c•tuing :-.f~ed wheat, as n. Jargf' numb?r 
of ,..ttlcr' are suffering di,tr('SS. \Ve find 
tl1 ut "luring th•• past four .' < ars in Queens
laud 'elief ha> lwen given out to the unem
ploy.-d in large centres of population. Last 
year £9,000 was spent in relief. But wht'n, 
{)\,\ ing to bad seasons. the f;u·rner gets no 
rdu rns. thero iB no qup,:tion of relief for him. 
It is a quPstion of a>'killg for sufficient seed 
~,, lwat to carry hirn on for another year, but 
dw conditions on which the seed wheat were 
n{f(~"~''( rl \YPl'f' too dra:-~tie for any farmer to 
accept. 

Th" ~Ll'HE'L\RY FOR Pl"BLIC LA~DS : They 
paid a eouplc of "hob '' more for it in Too
W0onJba. 

\{r. :YIOOHE: Would not any farmer 
rath<'l' P":V 2>. a bushel mor0 than sign the 
JHl,pc·r h0 waR required to ::.ign Y 

Ti:<• SE('RETARY FOR PFBLIC LAKDS: No; it 
'"''" h< caLt'e he "·ould not pay off his debt. 

:\Jr. :\tOORE : This is the sort of circular 
that '"a':' ;-;pnt ont to t:1{'· £arn1ers, and it 
>how- th<' distinetion which is being· made 
b~ ""YI ''Pn ~lifferent .'3Pc·tions of the community. 

Th,, SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS : They 
.J,l not make a profit out of it. 

:\1:1·. MOORE: And do the farmers make 
a profit out of the assistance which is given 
tlwm? Certainly not. This is the " Declara· 
tion and Application for Se.;d " which far
liWr' a re required to !HI up and sign-

] )EPART:IIE:c-:T Of' AGRICFLTl'RE AND 
STOCK, Q<:E~XSLAND. 

.. l>ECLARATIOX AND APPLICATION FOR SEED. 

'.1/l infornwtion given will be treated 
<1.< strirtTp ronfirlcntial.) 

" I. . of , do ~oletnnly 
.Jlld sincerely declare that-

" 1. T}w lanJ I oe\'npy a:- 16 

"itlli.tli'd at- . and hth an area_. 
r 1l acr1·,. ~ the title is 
dH• dP . .,Cl·iptinn tt-. contairwd in 
1mrnbpn•J . Ynlumt> foJi<; 

. being-
, 2. 'l'he mo~t convenient railwav sta

tion to which goods may be consigned 
1~o rne is 

" 3. The existing encumbrances on my 
int<-rest in the above land are 

" 4. ::Y1y othe1· existing liabilities 

" 5. My present principal sources of 
income are 

Mr. Moore.] 
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"6. The amounts of my income for 
each of the past three vears have been 
1916 ' 1917 • ' 1918 . 

"7. I propose to >'mr in 1919 tlw fol· 
lowing:-

"'Wheat <~cres .. 
Barlev acres. 
Oats · acrP;. 

and I shall require ther••for the follow .. 
ing seed:-

Bushels of wh<'at. 
Bush<>], of bar!~.'. 
Bushels of oats. 

" 8. 'l'he areas in acres cultivated by 
me in recent years have been a~ 
follows:-

OTHER 
Year.t \.\'Hl \T BARLEY OATS C HO I'~ 

1
i (Rcres). : (aere8). i (ae~·es). tucn,l. 

---1----'----·-'--.. --- ----

1~14' 

1915 

1916 

]917. 

" 9. I arn unable J·o ··ecure seed with· 
out the assistanc<J of the Secretary for 
Agricmlture and Stock, and I am unabl" 
·to pay cash for the seed required. 

" 10. Though I should prefe1· 
I shall be satisfied with whatever ;-arietv 
or varieties the department may supply. 

" And I hereby make applic~ttion to 
the Secretary for Agriculture and Stock 
to supply to me the above S~('•d, or such 
amount as he may approve, and in the 
1JVent of seeti boin~ oupplied to me I 
undertake that-

" 1. The seed supplied shall be used 
for no other purpose than sowing during 
1919 the aforesaid number of acres, and 
until so sown the said seed shall be and 
remain th'l property of the Secretary· for 
Agriculture and Stock, and I will not 
dispose of the same to any other person 
OI' persons whomsoever. 

" 2. I will pay not later than 31st 
.January, 1920, to the Secretary for Ag
riculture and Stock, or such officer as 
he may appoint, the fnll cost of the seed 
supplied to me, including freight and all 
other charges and interec,t at the rate of 
6 per cent. per annum on the total 
amount outstanding until date of pay· 
ment." 

That is \\·hat. the GovE:rnrnent call "giving,. 
things to the farmers. The document goes 
on to say-

" 3. I will forthwith, and from time to 
time, upon demand, give to the Secre .. 
tary for Agriculture and Stock a lien 
(bill of sal<') on my crops for the said 
cost, freight, charges, and interest, but 
such lien (bill of sale) shall not operate 
to pri',vent thr; said Secretary .for Agri
culture and Stock from proceedmg to re
cover from me any amounts so owing 
in accordance with this undertaking. 

[Mr. Moore. 

" 4. If the Secretary for Agriculture 
and Stock shall deem it necessary, I will 
authorisE' to pay to the said SeeN'· 
taty for Agriculture and Stock the 
amoum of my debt to him, by regular 
rnonthlv instalments, of such amount as 
he. ma~· require out of the amount or 
amounts periodically due to me for 

· supplied to the said , and 
in such case the receipt of thEJ said 
Secretary for Agriculture and Stock to 
the said for any amount so paid. 
will constitute a full and sufficient dis 
charg-e of such amount. 

'· DatNl at , this day of 
. 19 

" Signed by thE' abovPnamed, in th<" 
1 n·esencP of 

(Signature of applicant.)" 

Then follows a certificate. which is couched 
in thf'sP tprms-

" CERTIFICATE. 

., Nott.-'l'his certificate, that the appli 
cation iM bona fide and in accordance with 
the condition.~ under which a3~i81anu will 
be granted, mu$t be signed by a polic~ 
magistrate, or an offic,·r of the Depart· 
rnent of Ag1'iculture and Stock, or an 
offietr of the Lands Department, or " 
justice uf the peact'. 

" I hereby certify that the applicant 
is known to me, that from inquiries made 
bv me I know that the contents hereof 
a~'e true, and that I can recommend this 
application for the favourable considera 
tion of the Secretary for Agriculture and 
~tock. for thE' following r!'asons 

"Signature 
·'Occupation 

"Date 

A justice of the peace or a police magis· 
trate has to go and inquire into the appli· 
eant's private business, and ascertain every 
debt he owes, and yet the Government go 
round the country saying, "Wn gave seed 
wheat to the farmers." Do you expect that 
anY farnwr in his senses would take wheat 
on .. thos<' terms? 'When the Government are 
able to -distribut!' relief to distressed peopl" 
in the town without the amount spent on 
that relief being refunded, is it a fair thing 
that they should ask farmers to sign such " 
document whl'n applying for a supply of 
o<eed wlwat? It is not a question of th<• 
department making inquiry, but of the far
mer having to go to a justice of the peace 
or police magistrate and place his affa_irs 
before that officer before he can get ass 1st 
ance. 

::VIr. l'OLLOCK: Relief was given to miners 
in thP Cloncurry district on exactly the same 
principle. and th~<y did not object. 

::Yir. ).IOORg: Was relief given to the,· 
Jll'Ople of Townsville undE'r the same con· 
ditions ~ 

:Vlr. PoLLOCK: I do 
:Vlr. BEBBINGTON : 

favourPd? 

not know. 

\Yhy wa' Brif-bane 

The DEPFTY SPEAKER: Order! 

::\lr MOORE: I do not think that the 
amou.nt spent on relief distributed to people 
in the cities of Queensland is expected to be 
paid back. but I take great exception to fish 
hPing· made of one cla:<s of people and fowl 
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.>f another. Is it a fair thing that farmers 
;[wuld not be given wme assistance without 
·rJeing expected to sign a document such as 
I have quoted? I say it is a most unheard 
.~f thing that they should be compelled to 
.'ign that document? Is it any wonder that 
he Government should afterwards complain 

'hat the wheat was left on their hands? 
Then• is no reason why a form of that kind 
;hould be sent out to be signed by farmers 
who havp suffered as farmers on the Downs 
c<LY!' wffered. Bnt I would not take any 
'Jotic<e of the matter if it were no< for th<
'act tlun reliPf is distributed in the towns 
,·ithout any such condition,;. The ,.,,lil'f dis
r·ibutPd in: the towns during the past four 
Pare· amounts to just as much as thP cost 

,f seed wheat distributed to farmerb. 

Tlw BECRETARY FOR PliBLIC LANDS: _\ccord
·llg- to your logic. you would not give relief 
~~, HH'n unlP~k tho amount spent iR rf'paid. 

:\lr. :YIOORE: Xo; 1 would giw relief if 
was required. 

ThE> SECRETARY FOR PrBLH' LAND~: \'ihat 
,,·t:nrity ha:'i a nutn '\Vith a :)'\vag g-ot~ 

:\fr. MOORE: 'fhat is just it. BeeausP 
·lw Government ean grab something from thP 
'armer, thPy are treatin,r tho&e men in a 
.tiffercnt way from. thP mamwr in which 
chey ari' treating thf• num who havp got 
··vthing. 

\lr. FoL>:Y: \'\'ould you lHtVP tho.;" men 
'.1; ~tarve? 

:\lr. MOOHE: \Yonld you ]pav.. the 
:,trnlPrs:; to starve? 

Yl.J". FoLEY: Xo: thf>v ha n· p!Pnty of 
1.to!H'Y to go on with. · 

:\Ir. :\IOO:~n;: Ran' dw~· plenty of mtme~ 
. ,, go on w1th? I can tell YOU that to-dav 
t!JP amount of thP factory cheques paid to 
'" rnu·r; at; present is infinit.esimal. I know 
uany famJhPs who arP gPttmg £2 a month 

'rorn thpir t!air;; ing. and that i~ all they 
·«V<' to. keep them .. I am not denying that 

cPrtam small portwns of the countrv ther<· 
hPPn rain. and that landowners ai·e ablP 

''' !lPpasturP a largp numhf'r of stock: but 
thtl'P j,, a. large area \Vher~:~ then~ has· bee11 

., min-where. in fact, thm·•· has bef'n a 
·1rought for thP last two years. and where 
•Jt(' peoph• recjuire assistance. And those 
.>r" the people who are penali;;ed bv the 
UuvtTlllJlOUt, \vho arp suppo&0d to assiSt thn 
iarmPr. Then thP Government go round and 
",:,, ·· \Ve gave the farmPrs whl'at. and 
.. gan• them fodder." The wav thcr havP 
.. g-in·n " them those thing' is to charg;, them 
': per cent. intere't on thf'ir cost. I hope 
that thP Government will relent. and see 
dmt assistance• is given to farmerR who aro 
,ufff'ring distr"'" through no fault of their 
.• v:n. and that those mi.·n will a:<>t the same 
··0n:-~ideration a.s is givPn to ~f-hpt· mPn in 
;-,}1,• t:OUlillUl1itY \Yho Hft' Ill distre~Red 
, ·i rcurru~tance.-. · 

:VIr. l'OLLOCK ( Ur<r;orJO : Thf' maia 
··e<rd,•n of the song of members of the Op
;••>,;ition during tlw wholf' of this debak 

has hcen the necessity for in
'').30 p.m.] crcasc·d produdion. with com-

plaints as to tht• aC'tion ol' certain 
.odiP~ of nu•n regarding thP ~l10rtugt• of food

_,•uffs in ="orth Quepm,land and the gPnl'ral 
oh ,· 1 l'I?SRiou throughout A .. ustralia CUU:-'ed bv 
,hP ]H'f~::.pnt Rhip11ing :-trikf', (Jl' lockout.. a·~ 
1 siJOuld HlOrP rip:htly tenn it. 

Tb,• ~RCRl'TARY FOH l'\'BLW L\>iD~: llnld-

::Yir. POLLOCK: Perhaps that would be a 
better a!l(l more legal term to usP. I am not 
going to condemn the men, because I believ•· 
that, if the Commonwealth Government 
adoptnd a sensible method of meeting tlw 
lll<'n and considering their grievances, it could 
he settled in a very short time. I have a 
firm opinion that, if this trouble l.asts until 
:Yir. Hughes arrives back, he will be able to 
sett!<' it in twenty-four hours, and he will 
oet.tle it. And he will take the credit for 
settling it aud take the opportunity of goin~· 
to thP country. 1 may be wrong in thinki~~ 
that 11r. Hugh<'s is going to bP tlw hero 111 

this matter. but I hPlieve th<lt the :!'\ationalist 
ClovPrnment could settle the matter easily 
in twentv-four hours bv lf'nding a symp.a
th<·tic ear tO the seanH:ll, !isieiiing to their 
grievanee~ and giving way a little here and 
there. Anvone who lilts studied the question 
of thP semi1en's hold-up knows perfectly well 
that thP ;\rbitration Court i« of no usP tu 
thP seamen at the presPnt time. It is no 
usp for membPrs of th<> Oppo,;ition to t!'ll 
ns that thP sE'amcn .and othE'r Pmnloyef'< 
,;hould go to the Arbitra:tion Court when "<' 
know well that it GllliJOt rPdn'''· thPir 
g-rioYanc{l~ in a proper n1anner. 

:Ylr. G. 1'. BARXE~: Is any .\rbitration 
{ "onrt auy good? 

~\lr. l'OLLOCK : I am not going to ~a;· 
that any court eau go the who]., wa.v. I do 
nut think unv .\rbitmtion Collrt dm·' go tlw 
whole> wav i;t sPttling dispute> ,atisfactorily 
hPtv;epu "r•rnploye-rr; 'and P~nployees. \Vt> 
know that. according to u recent Hig·h Court 
dPr·ision. thP f--Pan1an cannot hav0 their ;vage:-
increaseJ I>Y thP Arbitration Court beyond 
an addition;tl 2tl. per day. 'l'hat is the onl~
reason whv thev rdusNl to go to tlw court . 
and anyonp who has studied the question 
must admit that tlH' seamen would b<' fools 
to attempt to go nPar the .\rbitration Court 
whii<> that decision stands. Yl.embers of tlw 
Opvosition. while• thf'\ hav<' eritiei"ed thP 
Government in this matter, knew all thP 
time that thPir criticism wa, not dirE'cted 
ttg·<Linst thP part:;· l'<"S.ponsiblt•, becau::;p the
QuPPnsland Govprnmeut h.avc no control over 
thr• prl'sent shipping honble. They haw• for
gotten .. too. that during 1917 this Govem
mpnt mtr<HlucNl and attempted to pas< 
throug!J tlH' LegislativP Council " Bill 
which wa~ fought t'ovth al!d nail hv horL 
uwmlrcrs opnositf'. lmt which woulrl hav•• 
g;iven tbP ·GoYernm~..)nt thE> rig-ht t<1 <'Olll· 

mandePl' all ships iu QucPnsland ware''" 
::\h. BEBBJSGTOX: And tlH' lllf'JJ, tco . 

::\lr. POLLOCK: YP•. and thP tHen too. t<> 
he fair in the matter, and pnablP tlw p<'oplP 
in thl' starying Xorth to gf't food t<• rPlieY<' 
their wants . 

:Yf1·. VOWLE8 intPrjectpeJ. 

::\h. POLLOCK : Tlw hotL "'""""''" fur 
l)albY is attP111ptino· the ::;anH! kinrl of mi~~ 
l'Ppre~Pnt~1tion af' h~ tri{~d whPn hP broug·}n 
up the \Vanclo Vale affair. 

:Yir. BEBBINGTOK: Yon coYerl'Cl that np. 
\.,.on droppPtl it itt a convr-niPnt tinw. 

:\h. POLLOCK": T am w.t g·oinp; to <>ur,,.,· 
into that quPstion. The- ho11. niPtnL'-'1~ know.:. 
thi' finding:-; of tlll' Commi:-slon. 

:\h. BEBBTXllTOX: "'Jwu ~·ou Jrlui'k<•d the• 
witnf'o:;~P~. 

:VIr. POLLOCK: Tlw Opposition did 1wt 
com<' out of that matwr in a Y<'ry de<ln W<IY 

Jfr. l'ollock.] 
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at ail. The proposal of the Government in 
1917 w.;s that they sl10nld ))(• able to take 
control of the ships--not to commandeer 
them or their profits, but merelv control 
them for the benefit of the people." 

An 0PPOSITIOX }fE:IIBER: .\.nd conocript the 
rnen. 

::\lr. POLLOCK: ::\"ot conscript tbe men, 
but utilise tbe men wbo were on them to 
man the ~hips in just the suniC way as the 
companic·> were doing·. At that time the 
Opposition held tlw view that everY man in 
Australia who was eligible to go to· the front 
<>hould be eonscripted; y<'t they refus.ed to 
:;1ve th1s Govf'rninent anv assi~'t,lne~ in the 
conscription of inanimate' things like ships, 
and everyhody knows the tremendous advant
age tlw pc>ople of :i\'orth Queensland \Vould 
he dPriving to-day had the QuePnslmHl Go
Vl·rnruent the po\ver thev souo·ht to com
rn.andeer those ships and ·supply the pE'oplf' 
'nth the food they so badly t!Peded. ' 

:,11-. G; P. B:\R"ES: They could not hav0 
c".Jllllllanueered InteT,,t.ate s.hips. 

~Ir. POLLOCK: ThPre ar" bouts 1ving 
'here which the Govermw•nt could na.ve 
comnutndeercd. 

::Ylr. BEBBINGTOX: ThE'v would Jmn' el<>aJ•ed 
nut whilt' you werP passing your Bill. 

l\1r. POL.LOCK: The hon. member again 
is on the \Yrcng track. because he knowg that, 
had we passed that Bill in 1917, we would now 
have _been able _to take control, without any 
wurntng. of ships that vvere being unla·w
fully hekl up while people were being left to 
~tarvP. I tnerely 1nention thi:-3 instance in 
order to show that the OP1l0Sition are not in 
any way sincere in their attacks on the Go
verntne-nt, and they fail utterly in trvino- to 
throw on their shouldPr6 blame which. sh~uld 
be thrown on the shoulder·> of their confreres 
in the Federal Parliament. 

11r. G. P. ~ARNES: Supposing you came 
to the rescue m that way, would you not 
show your weakness? 

::Yfr_ POLLOCK : I am not afraid of any 
Government showing weakness who en
dE'a vour to adjust a dispute and see that the 
wheels of industry are kc'pt going;. I believe 
that the men-who I believe in this instance 
are mainly in the right-would go ba.ck to 
work if they had a reasonable opportunity ; 
but it is the pig-headed attitud0 of those on 
t.he other side in the dispute, who adopt th<' 
same attitude as members of the OppoBition 
always adopt, which prevents a settlement 
of this dispute, and will prevent it until 
they take a reasonable view of the matt<'r. 
The hm;. me'!'ber for Aubigny, when he wa;; 
concludmg hrs speech and at the openinft. 
made reference to what he termed the spread 
of discontent and class--consciousness arnong 
the general public and particularly ar>Jong
the workers. The hon. member must have 
known that discontent is not confin<'tl to 
Queensland, and that discontent can only be 
the n·sult of something which is funda
mentally wrong. Evervbodv knows that 
discontent cannot last uniess it is over sonw
thing which is very, very wrong. 

Hon. W. H. BARKES : Discontent has been 
,-ery much gi·eater under the Labour GoYern
ment in Queent<land than under anv other 
9-ovcrnnlent. " 

'Yir. PQLLOCK : Let me explain that. I 
·:ll admit, for the ;;akc of argument, that 

[Mr. Pollock. 

uiscontent has )wen greater under the pre»ell ~
GoW•l'lllllCnt. The people in 1915 returned 
the Labour party with a substantial majority 
to carry out c0rtain legislati~m, and tlH 
people and the workers particularly \\[,c 

wen• r<'sponsihlc for tl1P return of the Go
vNnment, bl'liesed that they were going to 
get sornething· good out of the GovernuwnL 
Yet 11 e know that the GoYernment have been 
prenmtPd from giving that something good 
for the worker because of the continue<! 
existencE' of a bodv which is hostile to thr· 
e\-}Jressed \Vi8hPs 0£ the workerB-~that j..__ 
thP L(!Ji'""latiYe ( 1ouncil. They have ti 11J!' 

and ugain thro-wu out. legislation vvhich thi~
GovPrnment intended and a.tten1pted to pah 
in order to il.nproYe the l nnditions of t ~li· 
'mrkers of QnePnsland. .-\nd is it an:; 
wondf'r, after they had rPturned a Lahou: 
Gov(•rnment and had expcctPd to get a fa]!" 
!lP-:11, aftPY thev ltad looked for legi~.:latif>!l 
which tllt',V a"'k'ed to lH~ pa8sed, that diA m>
tent ,hould break out wh<m they t!nd it i< 
not giYt~n to them'! I 13a:V that the present 
GovcTnrnent n1ust talH~ t.he discontent a::; ,:, 
warning in t'Olllwetion with the 1TpfH: 
House. mu tlw Opposition must take it as .. 
warning that thn parliamentary lTiaehinP i.:; 
on its trial, and that it must bl' proved tn 
h2 a :;:ucc·(~:;,sful uwtho<l of df:-aliu.sr with th0 
P\·Pr:vday problPn1s of 1if-<l or ebe it ntu~t g~ .. 

2\IIr. G. P. BAR:-:Es: All g·ootl governnH"' 
i" on itA triaL , 

:\Ir. POLLOCK: Uo< d govc>rntnent i< '"'' 
on itt; trial at thP prf'Sent tintP. Tlw 
administration of laws which existed pri"" 
tu the cornin~ i11to offiep of the Labour part:" 
;, on its trial. 

Hon. \V. H. BAHKES : Are you with thf 
parlian1entary rnaehine, or on· thP oylposih" 
~ide? 

:\Ir. POLLOCK: I am with the parlia
nH,ntarv machine so long as an opportunity 
i,; g-ivC>n the people to usP a parliamentary 
machine that i,; efficient. I am the same ae 
everv other man who wants results-if thl· 
parliamentary ma('hine will not get them, 
something Plse has to get them. 

Hon. W. H. B.\R::-<ES: \Vhat is that som<-· 
thing else? 

Mr. POLLOCK: I am trving to give a 
warning to the hon. member that there ie 
only ann alternatin' to parliamPntary Go
verrnnent. 

lVlr. YowLES : Re· volution~ 

.:VIr. POLLOCK : That is the word. ThtN 
is only one alternative to refusing to give 
the people what they uesire. That is whar. 
happened in Rns,ia. Xobody believes that "' 
revolution wonld have occurred in Russia 
had it not been for the one outstanding faot 
that the peoplP could not get what they 
·wanted by parlialhPntary governnu_\nt. T!H-o 
same condition of things will apply in 
Que<>nsland in a few short years-perhaps in 
a few short months-if the people are no!, 
a.ble to secure, by their votes, what th<''· 
a.ro PJititled to, and what they want. 

Hon. W. H. B'RNES : On what sidP wiii 
you be? 

:\Ir. POLLOCK : That depends on circum
Manc<'s. I am ('tll·tain I will never be on the· 
same o;ide as the hem. member. unlt"'S Ill, 
<·hangP~ hi:-> vinw~. 

::Ylr. G. P. BARXEti: You an• quitP ·• 
l'~'"l'het. 
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:-.rr. POLLOCK: One does not need to be 
a prophet to ''-'" those things. They are 
plaiu for c>vNybouy to see who studies the 
ordinarr. <•wryday problems of life.. You 
have no neced to bel a wizard to d1scover 
that, if me· a cannot get thin&< by fair m pans, 
wlwn they are right in their demand;; and 
'vant i:lwn1 :-;uffici0ntly 1 thPy arc going to get 
thPm h,· foul. 

~fr. YOWLEH: [t io just a•· wc·ll to know 
tlwse things. 

:\lr. POLLOCK: It is ''" wdl to know 
tlwm. It i,; '" w"ll that the Opposition 
'hould wake up to the fact, and endeavour 
to give the CiovPrnrn(~nt Ron1e assistance in 
thfl abolition of tlw llpper Houoe, to cuable 
them to gN on with the work tlwv were put 
here to enrrv out. I said that i:w Gonn·n
mc JJt. could ·do anythin@: unless the;: had 
pt rfect0d and maul' pfficient. the parliamen
tar~ n~achinf~. The present parliamentary 
rua<.,;hine is not pffieient. Xo man can :-:·ay it 
is effieir•nt when a bodv of men are returned 
ho·e to curry out cnrtain objects and are 
tlelil)('ratPI,· pn•vpntcd from doing that by r. 
nominPP, autocratic body. That condition 
of affair, is not Jifferent, cxc<•pt in degree
and a ver,· slight dPgr,'e-to that which 
f•xistPd in Russia and in Uerrr1anv. because 
thP men in tlw Cppl'r HousP who· re,ist our 
legislation are no 1nore l'ntitled to be the 
autoc!·ats, the dietators, of Queensland than 
i~ any king, kaiser, or ezar. I repeat, 
thu-t· is only owe alternative to having a per
fpctt•d parlianwntary machine that can carry 
out tht• wishPs of thP people, and that is a 
'l'llPmf' that will do it by force. It is the 
onlv uJtprnatin• I know of: and. if the hon. 
m<'mber for vVarwick knows of any oth<lr, 
I shall bP glad to hear it from him. ThP 
big bulk of the people ar(l stirred up to 
,Ji,eoutent, and are talking direct action. 

:1-Ir. Ci. P. Bt\.RXE~: Vou arP enC'onraging 
tlH·ni now. 

:-.1r. l'< lLLO( 'K : I an1 not encouraging 
rhPrn, but I am giving a ~<·arning to those 
who arc> blocking tlwm from getting .,, hat 
they arp really entitled to; and a warning 
''t this ,;tage, I think, is not out of place. 

:VIr. U. P. BARXES: Your Administration 
ha~ hf·t'll int'ffi(·i('nt ;-,o far as ('Ontrolling 
things in the ::'o;orth i>< concerned. 

:VIr. POLLOCK: I am not talking about 
the Administration. I am talking about the 
parliamcmtary machin!'. and the facilitiE'~ 
that the working men have for getting what. 
rh<•y desire. Let us keep to that point; I 
do not intend to b<> drawn away from it by 
any intPrjection. 'T!H• Government have once 
tried to abo]i,h the Legislative CounciL ancl 
fai!Pd. 'l'ht>y failed because thP people of 
Quec>noland, while they wanted certain legis
lation. did not think sufficiPntly. in my 
opinion, to enable them to get rid of tho 
hotly that as blocking that legislation. It i~ 
probable• that the people did not realise 
fully thP facts of thP case. It is probable 
that many otlwr issues were submitteu at 
the t.imP this referendum was submitted which 
militau·d against its success. But it does not 
alter thf' fact that the GovernnlPnt, seeing that 
the peopk desirP certain objeds, and knmY
ing that tlw other Chamber stands in thP 
way of securing those objects, should lose no 
time in saying to thP people, " Thf're is the 
way to do it-by abolishing the Legislativf) 
\'omwil.'' 

Mr. U. P. BARKE>': The peopiP will refuH• 
to gi\·~ ~you the power. 

:-.Ir. P< lLLOCK : If the people> rf'fuse lA) 

abolish the Legislative Council, it is thPir 
f"nera I. I, for one, am not going to bC' 
f;nilty an:• longpr than I can help of being 
n•ocpomibiP for preyenting the people from 
doing ;;;onH)thing tlH'Y are entitled to do. 

:\lr. VowLES: You are trying to coerce 
nlld iutinddnh... tho~e people now to vot,(· 
yonr \.Yay. 

:\lr. !'OLLOCK: I am trying to iudut.<> 
t lw rwoph• to belie>ve that their intereste liP 
in tlw direction of a hvlishing thP Lc•g-ielativ<' 
C'onn('il. " 

:\lr. \'owLE~: :\"o. you are trying to c·ourc·e 
tlwm. 

Mr. l't lLLOCK: I am trying to poim out 
that the dangc-1· in this country from 
Bol:-hPYi~rrJ_ licq in th{1 C'ontinued existr~nce 
of a Chamlwr which will not allow the people 
d (ltH'Pr.slt>nrl to govern themselve••. l am 
quite ,.ur<' it is only those who wish to mis
under:-~t;nHl n1e who can misunderstand rnP. 

Another qnpstion which the Govt•rnment 
han\ indndPd in the forefront of their 
oPosional programme is that of dealing with 
1 n·ofiteering. ThP profiteer is a man who 
,houlcl be dPalt with in the manner in which 
<'very GovPrnment should deal with crimi
nab. The profiteer is a man who is literally 
taking tlw brl'ad out of the mouths of those 
who are working for a living, and is entitled 
to no better treatment than the average• 
crimiruL vVhPn we look around and dis
cover how- rnany young "\vomen are working 
.i11 BriRbane for £1 a week-girls, in mosi 
<'ase~. tmti1·elv "\Vithout relatives. who aro 
compellPd to· k<>cp hod:;· and son! together. 
and dn ·'·· thcmst•lves, on £1 per week at th<• 
outsidP--it makes one wonder that there ar<' 
not mom women eager to abolish the Legis
lative Council. It makes one wonuer that, 
thHe ar<' not more females <>mployed in 
these hit; ,,,arehouses ""-ho arL• anxious to 
corn<' forward with some schPmP for their 
own lwtt<'rnwnt. It makes one wonder wh} 
it is tlw.v have been so long in attempting 
:-;onit\ :"atisfa<:tory forn1 of organisation to 
eue blP thPm to securP something whieh will 
<'mtble t!J<>rn to live decently. 

:\lr. U. I'. BARKES: \Vherc is your Arbitra
tion Court, undPr a Labour Govprnn1ent. ·~ 
\Yh,· do tlwy not carry out the law·: 

}!r. POLLU('K: 1Iy point is that. beforE' 
the Arbitration Court eame into existence 
in QtWPMland, a lot of these girls were work
ing for 7s. 6d. a WPek. It is true their wages 
ha \·n !wen increasPd over lOO per cent., and 
it is also tmP that the cost of living has 
gon<' np out of all proportion. 

:\Ir. \YHITFORIJ: Thrf'<' hunclrPd j)(•r •·•·Jtt. 

:\!L POLLOCK: I am not going to attack 
any partieular individual over the incrt:am 
in the• eost of living, but I do say that the 
i lH·rea~P in wag'PS is not suffiC'ivnt to j u ~tify 
,(Ut h an inC're-a~P in the rost of neces\"oary 
<·owmcHiitiPs-··in th<> cost of clothes and in 
th<• eoq· of things thttt W<' use e·vPry day of 
our liYe~. Con~equc:ntly, ther0 nnu~t bP sonH~ 
uudaP pt·oflt:s. o1·~ in othPr words, there• rnust 
hr p1·ditN•ring. ~\rbitration has not, aB the 
t'xtl'Prni::-it ~av~. be-en proved a failure, becausr~ 
it ha~ n 'YP~· hN"ln really givPn a tria].. It 
is U<J n:-~P H UovPrnrnent passing an .... ..\.rbitra-
1 ion Aet which will men•ly giYH judgment 
Uf>'!ll th•· quc·,tion of the price of wages. 

Mr. Pollock.] 
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The• Arbitration Court should have power, 
at the same time, .to fix the cost of commodi
ties as nearly as poRsible for the period over 
which the award extends, and if the court 
has that power, then there io no doubt that 
tlw employe-e;; will become much more satis
liPd with the system of arbitration. If it 
does not get that power, then more and 
more• dissatisfaction is going to be expre;,sed 
with the decisions of the Arbitration Court; 
mon• and more profitf'ering is going to be 
indulg!'d in, as was instanced by thP bakers' 
··asE' in Brisbane not long ago. When a 
further slight increase in wages of about 
half-a-<·rown a week was granted to the 
<'lnployeps, bre·ad went up ~d. per loaf. 
Undue profitePring ''as indulgf'd in in that 
instanPr•, 

1\lr. \\'HITFORD' LC'galist•d burglar,, 
:\h. POLLOCK: Perhaps that i•. as good 

a name for them as any other. Profiteerinrr 
is going on in c:onnection with almost f'very 
tine of lm~ine·"s. It seems to me that it has 
not only b~com<' a habit, but ha5 become a 
particulal' ,·irtw: amongst the tl'aders to 
:' pasf' it 01.1... Every tiine an a'i\~ard is given, 
they rnel'ely laugh, and say, '' 'I'he publie 
nmKt pa~·... And the public arP thP workers; 
:md " hPll I "'Y the· workers. let Ill<' remind 
hon. ntt•nJbf'rH that thPr·t~ ar(~ a good tnany 
men in this Housp who recE'h-p onlv their 
£300 JlPI' annum, and it iK those mon who 
'"'" c·ompelled to liv<' on £5 15s. per week 
who t'Palis:· just how mu<>h the cost of living 
•mtf'l'~ into the ordinary <>alculation.s of th<> 
workinp: rnan. PPrhapsL it ''HJuld be a good 
thin~ if HlOl'P nit1mhorR of Parlia1uent 
rPePivr·d nothing- but their parliarnPntary 
:• llowalH'<' and \V Pro eon1peUed to live on it, 
"'· perhaph, they would th,•n wake• up to thP 
JIPce-sity of <loing- something to cope with 
thoc que.<tion of tllP incre·ased <·ost of living. 
I do not know, and I have gorw into the 
que~tion faidy (•Iosely, how the a\-erage man 
Pet>iYinl( £4 per week, with a. wifP and 

iamily to keep, manages to live- at alL I 
do not {·are whether it i)::i a condt•runation of 
rhi:-: (-{cn~Prnuient or uot: the fa(·t ren1ain~ 
thai it mnRt be YPr> hard for thoof' men to 
'('l'clP" aloug, and i( is time that tlw Gon•rn
Hlf'Ilt· introduce-d on1P measure that ·would 
afford l't'lief tu thoRe who arP suffering. I 
rPali-.P that thL• question of the fixation of 
prie~·~ i . ..; ~on1Pthing whic::1 cannot b'" dealt 
with by thP Government of Qupensland ;;ati>
favtoril::. I rc·ali.'e that it is largc-ly a Com
lnnlJ\YPalth rnattL·l-. hceau~t· QuePnsland can
ne ~ fh. tlH! wholPsalc- pricP of eorrnnoditie;-:; 
which ,,r;· not produced within the> StatP. 
lt <·an mtly fix r<>tail prices for clothing and 
uth,·r ilrtide,. and for foodstuff, which arl' 
prudul'<"<l out;ide this StatE'. But it can fix 
nri"''' f(lj' <·<:rtain articles that arP rn·oduced 
:u, .dlv. and can fix them satisfactorilv either 
by ~olllt' nl('Ciod qf arbitration or by ·a board 
,,f control which io able to hpar eYidciH'e and 
tlph:rmine whflt i,; a fair and just prien for 
'twh eommoditir·'· l'ntil some· c>ffort is mad<' 
hy tlH• ~·tate to d~:al with this qm•,tion, OJH' 

l'annot f•xpert the Tory Governn1Pnt in thP 
N atioua l l'arliauwnt, which is th~ friend of 
the JTofiteers, to attPmpt to deal with it. 

:Mr. BEBBIXGTOX: \Vhat haY<'• vom· Govern
rnern done in t.hfl laRt flvp year~? Onlv tak(~n 
'he fa1·rnE'rs' butter. · · 

:\Ir. POLLOCK: I am uot g·uiu~ to def<nl<l 
what t:H• GovernnlPnt ha-Ye dOn~' or havP not 
dmw. Thio i•· onE' of the oera,ions when 
··n ry hon. memlwr, realising that tlH' <>o><t 
._,f living is Pntering largc>ly into th" hom<'s 

[Mr. Polled 

of PH•ry member of the communitY who haB 
to work for a living-, should rise abovo 
Govcrnn1ents and abovP party, if necessary. 
~\ man should be prepared to go beyond the 
supporting of Govlirnments, and go beyond 
loyalty to party, if necebsary, in order to 
secure what he be.Jieves to be just treatment 
for those who haye to work for a living and 
w :- o are affected by the increased cost of 
lidng. I know that the Queensland Govern
ment did fix prices during the first few 
months after it came- into office, and the 
fixation of prices resulted in a d!'erease in 
the cost to the consumer. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Certainly. 

:\lr. POLLOOK: And I know. tou, that, 
w soon a" the Commonwealth Government 
passed its \\' ar Precaution Act, wherever thP· 
t~uPt nsland Government fixed prices for cer
tain cowmodities, the War Precautions Act. 
which superseded E'very othN Act of Parlia
ment in Australia, was brought into us6 by 
tlw F!'deral Gov!'rnmE'nt, and higher pricE'.'< 
w~r,• fixed for. t:ws<' commodities, with th•'' 
J'<•sult that the Queensland Government were 
(·ompel!ed to relinquish altog·Pthpr the fixa
tiou of prices. 

::\fr. BEBBINGTOX: D.id ~·ou attPlllpt to fix 
tltP ,PricP of clothing~ 

~Ir. l'OLLOCK : \V e did not get tinw 
heforP the \\' ar Precautions Act camE' into 
fore€'. 'l'hP GoYe·rnrnent did not get a chanc<' 
tu usP the pricP-fixiug regulations that the) 
promulgated befon• thP CommonwealtlJ 
GoYPrnment made it quite elear that nothing 
wa8 going to be donp to aHsist the Stab.~. 
hut that everything was to be done to hinder 
it. I had fully a dozPn cases in the Gt'egory 
p[pctorate oi oyercharging on the Commou
W<'alth fixed pricP' for meat and other neces
'ary commodities, and I took those cases to 
l\Jr. Sumner, tlw l'ri<·t· Fixing Commis
:--iutwr, and hP said to lHP, '• You arfl' only 
''"asting your tirne. It is no u~e asking for 
prooPentions. You know who is Attorney
GPneral of the Commonwe•alth, and you 
!mu\\ }lr. Hughes will not prosecute for any 
O>··n·h,trging,'' and that was the end of it. 
[ had to go "'''ay knowing that OH·rcharging 
was indulgNl in. becau5P I had proof of it .. 
and yel' knowing- that no prosecution would 
lw institutPd. becansi' the Gove·rnment in 
power were the friends of the profitE'Pr and 
th,• friends of thP middleman. 

:\Ir. BAYLEY: Prol'Pcutions wer<' institntP<l. 

:\Jr. POLLOCK : How many~ 

:\lr. BAYLEY: A number of thPm. 

Mr. POLLOCK: The hou. member knows 
quite well that in <'n•ry instance where a 
JH'o'ecution wao rnadP it was only half· 
heart!'<!. 

:\Jr. HOHERTil: 'l'hcy Wt•·rc fined np to o£20. 

:\lr. POLLOC'K: 'l'he hon. member know' 
a' '""11 as I du that oulv in rare casPs, and 
w·,,·re th2 dPmand of tht> publi<' in the par
ti<'ular locality was insist('nt, was any prose
•·ution instituted. It nercled a trPnH'ndou:; 
arnnunt of inflneilCP to rnove tlu:. Comlnon
wealth Gov!'rnment to take action in this 
('OllrJPetion. 

:Mr. RoBER'r~: Likf' thP Statf' Gowrnment. 
tlwy n1ovc f-l<nvly. 

~lr. POLLOCK: Tlw ::;tai<' Goi'N·nment 
mo,·••d ;;lowly. but tlw Commomw•alth Govern
nll nt .c} icl not rnovP at all. oe not to a..ny 
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appre<:iable ext<>nt. Xot onlv was the fixa
tion of prices absolutely stopped, but no 
a~tempt has be"n made during the past 
eightePn n!onths or two years at the very 
lea,t to Hmtroducp anv svstem of price-fix
ing by the Commonwealth Government. 
EvPrybody knows that it is not until six 
months after the declaration of pe·ace that 
t'w 'War Precautions Act expires and onlv 
then will the Queensland Govern'rnent have 
unlimited opportq.nity to proceed with the 
fixation of prices for local commodities, and 
it will b'" admitted bv anv man who desire' 
to be fair in the matter. that the Queens
land Governnwnt are now' starting out at the 
t--'arliest and f-irst opportunity, in a genuine 
way. to put a stop to profiteering. 

.:\lr. BEBBINGTON: They have done nothing 
yet; they have not started it. 

:\fr. POLLOCK: As I have a1ready pointed 
out, it is only within the next few weeks 
that the 'iYar Prec.,utions Act will expire, 

so that the Government will be 
[10 p.m.] able to go on with th'l system 
. of. price-fixing, knowing that it 

will not bP hmdered bv the Commonwealth 
<iovernment. The Government will attempt 
at thP earliest opportunity to deal with 
profiteering and thl;l fixing of prices. 

Mr. G Gl«N : \V ill thE'y fix the price of 
1nen1bers' salaries? 

Mr. POLLOCK: I did not intend to deaf 
with that question to-night, but I have no 
objeetion to making a few remarks upon it. 
Personally, I have never left mv constituents 
under any delu,ion as to how ·r stand with 
r-egard to an inerease in 6alarv. Before I 
went to the country at. the last ·E'lection, and 
on thl' pla~form at every place I Yisited, I told 
my constituents I was worth £500 a year. 
and that, if they did not think so, they had 
better elect the other fellow. 'fhey elected 
me. 

Mr. Ucxx: Don't you think members of 
Parliament ought to go before tht;: Arbitra
tion Court, like anybody else? 

Mr. POLLOCK: I have so much faith in 
<Jrbitration that I would have no hesitation 
in trusting the fixing of my salary to an 
Arbitration Court, like oth~r working men, 
provided the prices of necessarv commodi
ties were also arbitrated tipon. The 
Opposition would not be prepared to 
go before th!) Arbitration Court. If an 
a ward were based upon efficiencv, members 
of the Opposition would have to go out some
where elqe to earn a crust, as they would not 
Parn <;nough here. I contend that the Go
vernment, at the earliest opportunity, should 
take steps to give some relief to members in 
eountry constituencies. I have a constitu
Pncy 97,000 squarr: mih1S in area. I am 
eompelled to live on my salary as a poli
tician. I make a job of it, and I do it, I 
hope, thoroughly, and I expect to be paid 
for thE' work that I do. I am in attendance 
at the House <;very day. I do mv work as 
WPll as I am able to do it, and I am always 
at th<;) beck and call of any constituent who 
desires my assistance, and· I expect to be 
paid a reasonable amount for my occupa-· 
tion. But, apart from' the measly salary 
which is allowed to members of Parliament. 
there is also the question of a travelling 
allowance to members to be considered. I 
maintain that, if I were to receive £500 
a year, I would not be in nearly as good a 
position as a city member would be on 
£400 a year, because of the necessity to 

travel. A man coming from a western 
or far northern constituency naturally, after 
a few ~·ears, if he does not visit his 
<'onstituency must get out of touch with 
the r<'qnirements of the district. Even letter!> 
cannot keep you posted up in the require
ment~ of a district as fully as repeated 
Yisits, and every member of Parliament. 
should have the opportunity of going to hi~ 
own constituency to find ont just what is 
needed ther<', and be able to come back to 
the HousA and attempt legislation accord
ingly. .:\io allowance whatever is made to 
members of Parliament for that purposP. 
Many people really believ!) that members 
recein> .a travelling allowance; and that, if 
they go into remote portions of their elec
toratE's, they rec~ive coach or motor-car 
fares, or are allowed motor or some other 
method of conveyance by the Government. 
This is a good opportunity to point out that 
none of the~e privileges ar<;] given to member,so 
of Parliament, and it is high time that the 
Government provided every country member 
of Parliament with motor-car fare wheu 
travelling in remote portions of his con
stituency, or paid his coach fare. It 
ib impossible to do the travelling neces
-;ary on the salary. l have a good 
many constituents at Boulia, the nearest 
l'ailway station to which I can travel on my 
railway pass being \Vinton. That necessi
tates a trip of 240 miles by car or coach 
each way, at an exp<;nditure of anything 
up to £50. Then another place is Uran
rlangie, 150 miles from the nearest railway. 
It is a big pastoral centre, with a good many 
inhabitants in the township. That journey 
eosts anything from £25 to £30. Kynun"' 
is another place, 105 miles from any town
ship, and that takes another £25. There are 
several other places which it is necessary for 
me to visit. No one can expect a member 
to visit those places on a Balary of £300 a 
year, but that is what I have. had. to do. 
It has be~n, and is now, recogmsed m every 
Parliament in the world that payment of 
members should exist; and, if we admit that 
the principl<;] is right, then the only question 
that !''"mains is as to whether the payment, 
-hould be adequat.;:. If you expect a man 
to do his work thoroughly, you must give 
him adequate payment. I do not stand for 
low wages to the working man, and by thB 
same token, I do not believe in low wages · 
to myself. I believe that incr(lased efficiency 
would be obtainE'd by an increase in 'alary 
to members of this House. I believe that 
you would get a better type of. men. 
There are a good many men who will not 
take on the position of a member of Parlia
ment for £300 a year, because they know 
that the work would takf] up most of their 
time, and that they cannot enter irtto any 
other businers. A Labour man knows that 
it is only fair that he should be paid for thf· 
work that he does, and not be compelled to 
accept two jobs to make a living. It seems 
to me that a man should receive a payment 
which will enable him to live in ordinary 
comfort. A man who gives tho best that. 
is in him to Pu.rliament for nine or ten of 
the best vears of his life should be entitled 
to leave "this House with somr;thing saved. 
and to help him in his old age. 

Mr. GuNN: He has got Dunwich. 

:vir. POLLOCK: I have no desire to go to 
Dunwich, or any other charitable institu
tion, and the hon. member will never go 
there. be<aus<;> he has feathered his nest 
snffic,ic•ntly well not to have to go there. 

Mr. Pollock.] 
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This quElstiun has not rec0ived th" considera
tion which it deserves. La,t vr>ar £200 addi
tional money was givGn to n1embPrs of thio 
HousP to pursue a referendum campaign. 
;md that ~ampaign I pursued faithfullv. 
-'pending on it more than the £200 which 
was allotted to me. And I believe that 
many other member~ on this side of the, 
House have done the same thing. Although 
1 spent over £200 in carrying on that 
referendum campaign, I did not covpr nearly 
one-half of my own constituency. Hon. 
memb<Jrs can take that as a sound fact. 
Members of the Opposition have always been 
somewhat hypocritical over this matter. 
With a couple of exceptions, practically every 
member of the Opposition eitht;)r spoke or 
voted against the appropriation of that 
money when it was being passed by th" 
Hou~e, and yet we find that they were then' 
with th~ir hands out~tretched when the money 
was made available by the Treasury. If a 
member does not believe that he is worth 
£~00 per annum, and votes against the money 
bemg granted, he should not take th.;: money. 
But the Opposition made a great deal of 
political capital out of the matter, saying 
that the Government. did what they could for 
their own supporters, and yet they wer" then• 
when thP money was handed round, and I 
doubt if any. of them has madE' a serioub 
attempt to go out into the country and 
.opend that money in urging the electors to 
r~tain the LegiBlative CounciL I doubt if 
any member of the Opposition ha~ spent
any of that money for the purpose for which 
it was allotted, I have faithfully performed 
my part of the bargain, and 1 think that 
most of the other members of this party 
have done the samp, so that by the time 
the eampaign is over the members who re
ceived that allowance will have done their 
best to place that question befor" the peoplP 
in the manner in which it was intended it 
should be placed before them. 

Before I conclude, I should lik<• tu coll
gratulato the Governlnent upon the as'i,.tanct• 
they han' given to miners in the Duchess and 
Cloncurry districts, There is no doubt that 
with the "closing down of the Cloncurry mine~, 
with the subsequent slump in the price of 
eopper and the conseqnent unemployment 
in tllP Cloncurry district, there was no hop<· 
of employment for men in North Quec•nsland. 
Hundreds of men were thrown out of work, 
everything woul·d have looked particularl0 
had, and hundreds of men would have bet•n 
stan-ing, especially in the Clonc-urry dis
trict, if the Government had not come for
ward ~with their Bcheme for giving a•sistance 
to copper-g-ouger, and coppPr prospectors. 
ThP Government, by advmwing money to 
those men, have kept hundreds of homes 
going-have kept the wolf from the door-
and, judging from the attitude of the men 
in the Cloncurry district, I believe they 
value and appreciate the assistance g·iven 
them by the Government, I know, as the 
hon. member for Flinders knows, that every 
man who receive·d that allowance has been 
able to continue on in his show and has bee11 
a producer all the time, so that the Govern
ment will not be at anv loss in the matter. I 
believe also that a di,sastrous C'alamitv wa, 
averted in the Cloncurry district by thP 
granting of those allowances. The Govern
ment oannot expect to bring in surpluses 
continually, when they have always to carry 
out things which need expenditure, and when 
they run industries which need expenditure 
.r:cnd. do not produce much revenue. The 
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graut,, or lou!ls to which I ha n• refPrred 
f-un into a verv considerable surn. In sornt.· 
casps perhaps ~'ome of the money will not 
lw repaid. but, taking the matter as a wholP. 
I bPlieve the State will get mor,- than value 
for tiw monPy expended. The GovPrnrnent, 
in their annual expenditure on h< spitals and 
in thPir annual expenditure on education, are 
paying out and incurring a big dead loss. 
Tlwy run the railways for the public con
veniencP. The old schoolbov. method of 
making the railwnys pay can "be in_troduced 
hv anv Government. Put the fre1ghts up 
high ;nough and the railways will always 
pa~, no matter what wages you pay the 
employees. 

.\n OPPOSITION ME}IBER : Oh, no ! 

:VIr. POLLOCK : I guarantee that, if the 
Government give me a free hand to fix fares 
and freights, I will make the railways pay. 
But the railways are run as a public con
venience, and, like other concerns of a 
similar nature, they involve the continual 
expenditure of public money. This means 
that the Gm·ernment ha,-e to spend, spend, 
spPnd. I would not mind that so much if 
the members of the Opposition did not r<1ise 
such a howl when the Government go in for 
1Hltionalising an industry which will produce 
a certain revenue, If the Government are 
to make ends meet, they must be able to 
nationalise things which will return a 
revenue, as well as things which involve an 
annual ·expenditure. The Government have 
no need to be afraid of the financial position. 
The credit of Queensland is good, and money 
can be obtained, if it is necessary, I am 
not here to say that it is urgently necessary 
to raise large sums of money for Queensland 
at the present time, As far as I can see, thP 
Government, in pursuing their present policy, 
are going on sound lines, I believe that 
more State enterprises should be started. I 
helie,-E' also that the Government should 
pndeavour to secure as many men as possible 
es administrators who are in sympathy with 
the policy of the Govern~nent, or wh<_J, if not 
actually in sympathy w1th that pohcy, are 
prepared to <'-urv out the policv of the Go
vernment, no matter whether it is in accord
ance with or against their ow'n wishes. 
Unless thev do that, the Government cannot 
mekc these industries the success which they 
desire. I sav, without fear of contradiction, 
that there is" a tendenev to have at the heads 
of Government departments men who not 
onlv are not in svmpathy with the Govern
ment's poliey, but ~who refuse to carry out 
their policv. I am 11ot so keen on having 
as administrators only the all-wool and 
a yard-wide Labour men. I do not care 
whether a man is a Labour man or a 
Liberal-he has a right to his own policy
but wE' should have in those positions men 
who are prepared to carry out the Govern
ment policy, no matter whether it is in 
accordance with or against their own per
sonal views, Manv of our State servants 
would be wise to take warning that a time 
must come when the Government, for it~ 
own protection, must deal with those who are 
diBloyal to the policy endorsed by the people. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): I beg to 
move the adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 
The resumption of the debate was made an 

Order of the Day for to-morrow. 
The House adjourned at twenty minutes 

past 10 o'clock p.m, 




