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Que8tions. [19 .~C:G"CST.] Questions. 225 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

TcESDAY, 19 AuGc~L 1919. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. 1\IcCormack, Cairns) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock p.m. 

QUESTIO~S. 

LoCAL SALES BY STATE PROD"CCE AGEXCY. 

~Ir. ::VIORGA~ (.lfurilla) asked the Hon. 
J. M. HuntE-r-

,, 'Vlutt has been the ntluc of the pro
Jucc sold in Queensland for local require
ments by the State Produce Ageney dur
ing the year 1918-19?" 

llox. J. ~I. HL:'~TEl~ (Jfllmnou) 
rPplied-

'• £112,000 7s. 5cl." 

TRcSTEES oF HERBERTO::-< SHoWGROC\D. 

J.Ir. VOWLES (Dalby) asked the Secretary 
for Public Lands-

'·1. Is it the intention of the GoYern
ment to retain in office the trustcf's of 
1he Herberton Showgronnd, recently 
appointed, in the face of the continued 
protests of the people of Herberton, and 
of the fact that one of those trustees has 
twice been convicted of indecent exposure 
in a public street since his gazettal? 

" 2. If the n1attcr is to be considered, 
how long may the consideration be ex
pected to occupy?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS 
(Hon. J. H. Coyno, Warrego) replied-

" The hon. member has e>idently been 
misinformed, as the department has not 
l'ecei>ed anv protest from the peop-le uf 
Herberton "against the appointment of 
the trustees referred to. 

" 2. Sec answer to X o. 1." 

FREE RAILWAY PASSES. 

:Nir. VO\YLES asked the Acting Premier-
" How many free six or twe!Ye monthly 

station-to-station passes oyer the Queens
land railways ha>e been issued to-(a) 
Government servants; (b) private per
smu, through the agency of the Chief 
Secretary's office during the twe.lve 
month11 endecl 30th June, 1919'?" 

The ACTING PREMIER (Hon. E. G. 
Theodore, C hillayoe) replied

" (a) 3; (b) 2." 

Coc,;SERV ATIO}I OF HIDES FOR Q"LEEXSL.\XD. 

:Mr. O'SULLIVA?\ (ll. cnncdy) asked the 
Acting Premier-

"Considering that Queensland is the 
principal producer of hides, will t.he Go
vernment take action to conserve suffi
cient hides in the State to enable the 
people of th.is State to have cheap 
leather, thus providing the people with 
cheap boots?" 

The ACTING PREMIER replied-
" The matter will be considered." 

1919-Q 

"::\IARORr>·s·· C.\RGO 1-o::: BABIXDA STATE 
HOTEL. 

:VIr. CORSER (ljurnett) asked the Hon. 
J. :M. Hunter-

.' 1. What quantity of beer and [or] 
,pirituous liquors was forwarded in bulk 
and case to the State hob•! at Babinda 
by· the st•ca-mer • Maroro ' on her la't 
Yoyag-e nordnntrcl? 

.. 2. What quantities of flour ·and othC'l' 
!oodstuffs were forwarded to the Babinda 
State hotC'l by the Bame vessel on that 
voyag·0:·' ... 

The IIox. J. ~I. HCXTER replied-
.. 1 and 2. :\o goods of any kind ~vere 

ordered hy the State Trade Office to be
forwardl'd to the State hotel, Bahinda, 
in~ th(' stf\aHlC'l' · :\Iaroro,' nor has rhiB
officr· o.ny rl'cord of any having been 
~(·Ilt . . , 

STOPPAGE OF FREE R.ULWAY PASSES AXD OTHER 
PRI\'!LEGES TO DELEGATES TO LOCAL 
.\ rTHORITIES' AssociATION's CoNFERENCE. 

~I>-. CORSER askt>d the Home Secretary-
.. 1. Is it a fact that the Government 

lub takPn away from delegates to th<i> 
Loc-al ~~uthoritics' Association's confer
«TJCP the free railway passes and other 
priYilPp:es which they were formerly 
g:rantPd ·: 

.. 2. If ~o. what is the reason for th'l> 
d(·priYation ?" 

The HOj\m SEURETARY (Hon. J. 
Huxlwm. IJumnda) replied

.. 1. Yes. 
·' 2. Th,• Gm·ernment did not consider 

t lw continuance of the privilege wae 
ju<tiflC'd.'' 

FmcE HAlLWAY P.\SSES FOR MEMBERS OF 
CorxnL OF Qni:xsLAXD RAILWAY UNION. 

::\Ir. CORSER a;;ked the Secretary for 
Hail ways-

.. Is it true that members of the coun
cil of thC' Queensland Railway Union are 
p:ranted free passes and free sleeping-car 
.acc-ommodation on the railways for the 
purpo"e- of attending the meetings of th~ 
l'Onncil in Brisbane or elsewhere?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon .. J. A. Fihelly, Paddington) replied-

,, Free passes and leave without pay 
are allowed to members of the railwav 
'taff who. as officers of unions connected 
with the railway, are required to attend 
council meetings. Free sleeping berths 
arc not granted." 

Ax:>r.IL REPORT OF DEPARTMENT OF 
~\G RIC'GLTcRE AXD STOCK. 

:.\ft. CORSER asked the Secretary for 
~\g-ric-ulture and S'tock-

•' When will the report of the Depart
ment of Agriculture and Stock be avail
able to the House?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AG-RICULTURE 
(Hon. \~'. Lennon, Herbe'l't) replied-

" As soon as possible; but the issue 
of it is dependent upon the completio111. 
of statistics; ther-efore, no date can bll 
stated." 



QuestioJts. 

~'IXDITOR-GEXER.1L"s REPORTS. 

:\Ir. PETRIE (Toombul) asked the Trea
~urer~ 

"\Yhen is it expected that t!H' Auditor
General's reporb will be available for 
ti1e information of the House~-, 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
•Chillartoe) replied-

" The Auditor-General advise;; me that 
lw ('Xp<'ct:-; to han' Jtj, n•ports complPrc.cJ 
about the end of next month." 

F.n CATTLE FRO:U STATE STATIOXS. 

Mr. ::YIORG.\=" asked the Hon. J. M. 
Hunter-

" 1. ·what number of fat cattle from 
tht' State stations have been-(u) sold to 
meatworks; (b) sold to other private 
buyers; (e) sold to the State Butcheries 
Department; (d) treated by me·atworks 
for the GovernmPnt during the year 
ended 30th June, 1919? 

"2. \Vhat was the average price per 
hPad realised fron1 the sale;:, rPspectively, 
under the headings (a), (b), and (r) ?" 

Jiox. J. M. HUNTER replied-
" 1 and 2. All necessarv information 

relating to sales of cattle "by State sta
tions. or supplies of meat to State 
butcheries, will be· furnished in the report 
of the Trade Comrni,-,ioner to be oub
mittPd to Parliament shortly." 

ALL0\1, .\XCI; TO lYIE:YIBERS OF LEGISL.ITIYE 
CocxcrL. 

::\Ir. i>IORGAX asked the Acting Premier-
•· 1. Has his attention been chawn to 

a statement appearing on page 919 of 
· Knibbs's Official Year Book of Aus
tralia. 1916-1917,' that ' allowances to 
m.embers' of the Leg·islative Council in 
Queensland totalled £1,422 for the year 
1916-1917? 

" 2. Is it a fact that such an allowance 
is made to members of the Legislative 
Council; if so, how is it voted and 
allotted?" 

The ACTING PREMIER replied
" 1. Only by the hon. member. 
"2. Yes; to the President and Chair

man of Committees of the Legislative 
CounciL" 

Es!PLOYEES ON 0RALLO-IXJcXE CREEK 
RAILWAY. 

Mr. MORGAN asked the Secretary for 
Railways-

" How many rnen were employed on 
the construction work of the Orallo
Injune Creek Railway on~(a) 1st 
August, 1918; (b) 1st January, 1919; (c) 
1st August, 1919 ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYS 
replie·d-

" (a) 102. 

" (b) Works closed down for Christmas 
vacation. 

"(c) 153." 

Questions. 

S.1LES AT ExoGGERA OF FAT CATTLE FRo:;r STATE 
STAT'roxs. 

I\Ir. i>WHGAX asked the Hon. J. M. 
Hunter-

,, 1. What number of-('{1) fat cattle; 
(7,) store cattle, were sold from the State 
stations through the Enoggera salevards 
during the year ended 30th June last? 

"2. \Vhat was the average price per 
beast realised for each class of cattle? 

"3. \Yhat was the average price per 
100 lb. deadweight (exclusive of hides 
and sundries) realised for the fat cattle, 
on an estitnate ?" 

Hox. J. M. HUNTER replied-
" 1. 2. and 3. All necessarv informa

tion relating to sales of cattle by StatL' 
~tation~. er supplies of meat to Stat<' 
lmtcltPriP:-;, will be furnished in the report 
of tlw Tr"de Commissioner to be su'J· 
ll!itted to Parliament shortly." 

C\TTLE FRO}I ST.1TE STATIOXS FOR CHARLEVILLE 
STATE 1\iEATWORKS. 

l\Ir. l\lORUAX asked the Hon. J. l\I. 
Hunter-

" 1. Han any fat cattle been provided 
by Stat0 stations for killing at the 
Charlevillc State meatworks to 31st July, 
1919': 

"2. At what price did the State sta
tions sell such cattle to the meatworks 
or other Government Department? 

" 3. \Yhat purchase price per lOO lb. 
i> debited on the books of the State 
Butcheries Department in respect of the 
meat product of the cattle mentioned in 
1?" 

Hox. J. }I. HUXTER replied-
'· 1. 2. and 3. All neccsmrv informa

tion relating to sales of cattle by Stat<~ 
stationc.. or supplies of m{•flt to Stak 
butclwries, will be furnished in the report 
of the Trade Commissioner to be sub
mittea to Parliament P]wrtly." 

ExPORT m· LOC.\LLY PRODt:CED FERTILISERS. 

Mr. JAMES (Lor;an) asked the Secretary 
for ~'igriculture and Stock-

.. 1. The amount of locally produced 
fertilisers exported from Queensland 
during the year 1918-1919? 

" 2. The am·ounts of such exports 
d03tined for the respective importing 
countries concerned?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE. 
replied-

" 1. I learn from the Customs Depart
ment that 1,250 cwt. were exported during 
the year to 30th June last. 

"2. The whole quantity was expo~ted 
to Japan." 

Dc~fliiYI~G GRAZIXG FAR:iiiS. 

Mr. HODGE (lranango) asked the Hon. 
J. :YI. Hunter-

" 1. Did he state at a recent confer
ence th<tt the special preference provi
sions of the State soldiers' settlement 
legislation could not be applied to graz· 
ing farmers for fear of dummyinl~? 

" 2. Is there anything in the Land Act 
to preYent dummying by ordinary selec· 
tors of grazing farms? 

"3. If not, what is the reason for 
differentiation against the soldier settler 
in the matter?" 
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IIo:-;. J. :u. IIL::XTER replied-
" 1. The hon. gentleman rnis(·onetrnC'' 

th<' statement. The innuendo lw wi~hed 
10 <'fist on returned soldiers would apply 
with equal force to himself or any exdu
'ivc bo-dy with whom lw mip:ht Jw 
a:o;~oc·iated if special preference I.Yf're 
granted. 

"2 and 3. See answer to C\o. 1." 

Snn; FISHERY DEPART:UE:-;T. 

~Ir' SIZER (Tunr7ah), in thL• ahocncc of 
1Ir. Fry, asked the Hon. J. M. Hunter-

,, 1. TJw persons employed in the Stah· 
Fishery Department under the following· 
headings :-(a) management and head 
office; (b) market at South Brisbane; (c) 
rE>Bp~ctivc State retail shops; (d) 
\Y ynnum ; and the respective salaries or 
remuneration paid to e.ach? 

"2. \Yhere have agencies been ectab
lished, and what are the terms of the 
appointment of those agents? 

"3. ·what quantities of fish have been 
~upplied to the State fish market or 
State •olwps from sources otlwr than tl1c 
State trawler since 8th May last': 

"4. '\Yhat '"ts the co·'t of such fish to 
the State Fishery Department?" 

Tio:s- . .J. M. HL::NTER replied-
,, I suggest the hon. gentlen1an nloYe 

for a return. I have it here, hut it i' 
i-nch an immense thing that it "·ill delay 
rlw House to read it." 

:\h. SIZER: I beg to move arCDrdinp:ly. 
IIo:s-. J. ::\1. HU:1\TER : I table tlw return. 

HEPORT o:s- lG"LA~A C'O,.SOLS }fiNE. 
::>.Ir. GF::\X (Carnarron) asked the Acting 

_P~·,_~niPr~ 

"1. I6 it a fact that the Gm·ernment 
son1e titne ago took steps to secure a 
report on the •vorking of the Iguana 
Consols ::\1ine? 

"2. If so, is the report yet availnble. 
and will he have it laid on the table for 
the information of the House?" 

The ACTI::-;rG PREMIER replied
" 1. Yes. 
"2. The report will be table-cl ·when 

available." 

A:s-~CAL REPORT OF DEPART11EXT OF Pt:BLIC 
INSTRUCTION. 

Mr. GUNN asked the Secretary for Public 
I1l~truetion-

" When will the annual report of tho 
Department of Public Instruction be 
available?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IX-
STR(TCTION (Hon. H. F. Hardacre, 
L•ichhardt) replied-

" The preparation of the report is 
approaching completion and it will be 
tabled with the least possible delay." 

" SHIPS FOR RELIEF OF NORTH QUEENSLA,.D. 

i.\Ir. LARCOMBE (K eppel) asked the Act-
litg- Pren1ier- . 

"1. Is it a fact that the Queensland 

Stat0 GoY.crnnwnt rC'qU('.St('d tlw Ff•deral 
GDYCrHnLent tu rPlea:::e cPrtain .:-.hip:-:: so 
'" to <•nab]" the State Govermtll'nt to prv
Yi<le adequate supplies fur tlK• lH~oplt~ uf 
)." orthern QnePmlancl: 

"2. If so. is it a fad that tlw Ft•dt>ra 1 

GovPrnment refused to relea:--P ships 
requirE>cl to provision C\orthern Quc;pn,
lancl ?" 

The ACTIXG PRE::>.1IER replied
" 1. Yee. 
"2. YP~." 

SE~\FORTII HEPl"Rl'JL\SED E:::\T~\TE 

BILL. 

I"ITL\TIOX I:-> 001DIITTEE. 

(Jfr. Jirrlram, J[arrc, in tlu· c-'wir.) 

Th0 ~ECRETARY FOR FCBLIC L.\XDS, 
ill lll0Yl11p;-

" That it is clr,sirablc> that a Bill b0 
i utrodueed to enable the Sea forth Est at<·, 
.acquired under the> Agricultura.! Lands 
Pmchas<' .\et of 1894, to be dealt with 
as Crown lands under and ,nbjeet to the 
Land Acts. 1910 to 1918." 

,ai<l: L::nclcr the Agricultural Lands Purchase 
Act it is necessary that an estate• shall return 
10 per ecnt. on the pure ha -;ing price of the 
land. In a-ccordance with tha.t proYision, the 
lan<l was thrown open for selection. but, 
unfortunately, none of it has bePn taken up 
sincP. 'l'hC' total amount paid for the land 
"·as £22.622 14s.. or equal to £3 13s. per 
.acrt>. The n1one,:, of course. \\~as obtained 
from the Trust 'r<'und, and has h<'en lying 
pnctically idle ever c.incc. ::'\o n n•nue has 
b{'('ll obtained from th<" land. It is now 
thought desirable to offer the land for sPrtle
lU('llt untler soutP otlwr fonn of tenurv in 
on1t~r that we tnav bp able to r<'eon}J thP 
'Tr~asury for the n1oney expended. That is 
the object of this Bill. 

~Ir. ::\1ACART::'\EY (Toowong): I hup(• the 
hon. gentleman ,,-ill give the Committf•e 
information as to what is to be done in 
regard to the adjustment of the debit to the 
Trn,;t Fund as a result of the money which 
'Ya.s paid ont of the fund for the SL'aforth 
Estate. Is it proposed to recoup that fund': 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LA:->DS: '\Ye c.m
not recoup the fund at once. 

~Ir. MACARTXEY: Is it propose-cl to 
recoup the fund when the land is subsequently 
sold as Crown lands? Will the Bill d<'al with 
that question? 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt!BLIC L.uws: The Bill 
deals with that question. 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed. The CHAIR>LI:s" 
reported that the Committee had cmne to 
a resolution, which was a,greed to by the 
Hou:-;e. 

FIRST READI,.G. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
Vl~BLIC LAl\"DS, the Bill was read a fir,;t 
time. 

Tlw second reading was made an Ol·der of 
the Day for to-morrow. ' 

Hon. J. H. Coyne.] 
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c\DDRESR IX H.ErLY. 

RE~F)ll'TIO:\ OF DEBATE. 

:\h. ::\ICLLAX (F/imlcr.<): In tlw tinw at 
1ny {]i~posal I propose to expor.P what, 1 
l'PITard fi'3 one of thP nl<}""'t :-:-candalous plot~ 
Pv~r lanuched in this country. It is nothing· 
lPr.~ than a capitali~tit con:-.pirae;; to ilg'ht 
organl~Ptl labour. 

Gon:RX:ME:\T ::\IE)IBER~: II0ar, hear: 

::\lr. ::\rCLLAX: In fad. it might l>P r<'
gardt'd as a eapitulistic t;oYiet. Extraor,din
ary prc·t•aution~ haYe ~l0l'll t_akPn by tlH':> 
o·entlPnlPn conneeted with tlus scheu1c to 
~1aintain the ntnlo:-'t f'P('recy. hut. in ~pit<' 
of all their precaution~. tht>i'C' profitf'Prinp; 
political pi<"kpocket' have ])('~Jl caught rc·cl
ltand<'cl, and I propo"e to giYC tlw pubhc 
of QuPPn:.:;land infonnation in l't"lgaNl to sonl(' 
of thPir tran~actions in order to ~how tlH' 
people \\hat thP'3P .t!.'f'ntlPnwn arc prep~:recl to 
do in ordt>r to try and sma~h Labour If tlwy 
can. T1Ji:; ~chC'nH' ha~ b0en launched undpr 
the auspicl'>' of the QuPPII'land Employc1< 
Ft)deration. 

GO\'ER:\)JE~T ::\IDIBER~: Oh. oh : 

:\Ir. ::\H'LLAX: AhPady tlwy han• matk 
arrangPinPnt"' for thP purehas(~ of a build
ing· 'itP to c·ost £2,600, on .,-hiC'h tlwy pro
JlO''" imnwdiat<•ly to Preet tlwir own build
ing at a co't of £10,000. 

Hon. J. G. APPEL: :\lore work for tlw 
unemploy,•d. 

:VIr. :\H~'LL)l.X : Then they propose to 
eollect an annual lcvv up to one-half pN 
cent. on all the wage5' paid by the mc•mhC'rs 
of th(' Employcrs' Fe<kratiou. rnder this 
sehPm<'. as I will show later on. the employers 
\Yho do not join tht• undertaking art.. to 
be blaeklist<'d and boycottcd. 

GOYER~)fEXT ::\IE)!BER~: Oh : 

::\1r. CaLLI:\~: \Yhy, the-y ·will lw Sinn 
FeinPr..._ later ou. 

Mr. ::\TCLLAX: It is opecifically provided 
;dso that Labour publications are to be 
bovcotted and all adYcrtiseinents inunp
diatdy withdrawn if they dare• to opvosP 
the~e p0ople. Of course. that is nothing new. 
l>ecause they have already attPrnpted to 
boycott Labour publications, and have igno
miniomlv failPd. At .all e\·ents. thev ar<' 
making; ·on<' more df'Rperate effort in that 
direction, and we rnnst be prepan""'d to 
llle{'t it. 

}Ir. H .. J. RY\X: 
booiD('rang-. 

ThPy might find it rt 

:\11'. :VfCLLA::-;- : Another proposal is to 
Jig-ht all Labour legislation in the courts. 

A GOYERX}JEXT :VIE}JBER: Tlwy have been 
doing that. 

:Yir. ::\TCLLAX: They arc Q'Oing to con
tinue doing- it on a more up-to-date plan 
and in a much more extensive way, as they 
will han• mueh more mon<.'V to back tlwm. 
Then they arc going to institute an indem
nity fund, and the levy on the wages paid 
by the employers is to go towards support
ing candidates for Parliament, for municipal 
councils. and for other positions in tlH• 
State. Th<'n they propose to fight unionbt" 
who dar<' to strike for high<'r wages. It is 

[Mr. Mullan. 

Addl'f'>S in Reply. 

ab.o propo:-.t>d ro guaranteP all C'lllllloyPr~ of 
labour againt-t any lo~::; incurred by t1wrn 
iu tig·hting- unioni~b;; who darp to a~k for 
l)PttC'r ('01H]ition:-:. suf'h as. shorter hour.;: nr 
hight:~r \'\ ag<'~. But pPrhap:' it n1ight he· 
lwtn'r to "'O a. little nrorc into dPtail~ 
J'egard to rtl1i:-:: audarlOUR attPnlpt 01'1 
pan of the };rnployPr~' 1-i\-.deration. I hav~:;~ 
hf'n• a C'O}J:V of a rPcorninendation rnadt" b~~ 
a f·onnnittt'C' appointed by thr· EnlployPrs' 
FPdPration, \Yhich rl'ads---

" QrEE~.<L\Xll E)IPLOYERs' FEDER\nn:o:. 
.. Cnion Bank Chambers, 

·· lJn0en and Creek ~treet..:. 
" Brisbane, 20th July. 1919. 

.. HEPORT \XD HECO:\DIEXDATIOX;-:. OF ('0]:!
:\l!T'H.E .\PPOJ~TED AT }!EETI~G OF Ac..L 

EllPLOYER~' ORGAXJSATIOXS HELD <>X 
.fTH 1L\Ilr'll, 1919. 

"Prunnbh. 

'' Gt'HtlPnl<-'11,··~- .... \~ von are a"\\'arf', ~,yn 
the aft..rnoon of 4th" :\larch last ouc of 
thl' Iarg-P~t and n1ost widely represt•nt,a
:r-ivP gatherings of employ.Prs known to 
Bri,baiJ<' was held in these chamh(•rs. 
for tlw pnrpo~P of conceiving lllPnu-s of 
<·ombatin~ the inC'essant attack-· of 
militallt unionism. and to broadly dC''cise 
nJPthud:o; of pn'S('rYing and pron1oti:ng 
t1H' well-b<•ing of all employers. A. 
rc·eor<l of tho;;p prf'sent, and of thP 111'-<l
•·eeding-o. wa~ furnif::.hcd each orgau!Q.u_. 
tion. 

·· B-_v that nH't'ting- a connnittP<' eo:.tJ-

prising·---
Ald. J. F. :\Iaxwcll (chairman). 
U. W. Shipl0y, 
.\!d. <'. \Y. Campbdl, 
ll. .\. ~fanahan, 
lion. A. II. \Yhitting·ham, :VI.L.C .. 
,J. I'. Wilson. 
ll on. T. C. Jkirne. ::\I.L.C., 
H .. \. FPather, 
,\J<l. R. H. Julim<. 
H. S. Cribb. 
C. E. Lcwr. 
A. \Vat,;on, 
,J. Dowri<', 
D. Traill. 
J. D. Bell, 
F. 0. Xixon. 
i'. EarlP. 
8. Bt1nja1nin, and 
R Bowcn, 

Wa>< l'IC'dC'd, to plan the manner Of r c·n
('('(]UrP to gin• pffect to the above pur
pose:--, antl bring down for another 
g'l'D<'ral nweting (that of to-day) "' 
~chPnlc to be di~cussed .and refe-rrl"'d to 
<'Yf'l'Y organisation inten•sted, for final 
adoption. rej('dion, or further rc•com
lHf'lHlation:-:. 

" The committee has gone thoroughly 
into all aspects of what is undoubt"dly 
a far-rpaching project, and on<' that 
muPt fail unleEJ; employers be prepar~>d 
to ,;uh;cribe liberallv towards it. .:\o 
mattur what expenditure may be iu
cm·red, the benefits that must nec(•;
;;at·il:y accrue will more than recompene.c. 
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"The Schcnlf'. 
'· {fl.j Purchase of site and erection of a 

lmilding to accommodate employers' 
organisations. 

" (IJ) Establishment 
" (c) Appointment 

organisers. 

of indemnity fund. 
of organi~er or 

'' (tl) Creation of a committee of pro· 
mulgation. 

'' (t) Preferential treatnwnt foe nwm· 

·· If) ~on-pab·onagp of hm.tilf' publi<'a-
tion._, 

'' 1. PROPO~EIJ lh:li.!Jl:SG. 

'· On all sidh it is admitted that a 
'mi1ding for the accotnn1odation of eui-
1 doyen~ i~ a. long-felt want. The need 
for it is demonstratc>d b,· th0 incml
v~:nienefl in Rf'-<'uring· t:"Uit~blP pren1ise~ 
for thP holding of nH~eting~. for t'!ll

n1on-"rs do not desire thPir buF-irws~ HHJ.d(• 
hro'a<-lea,'"t. Take as an exaruplc thf' fore
rnnn~r of thiH- 1neeting. Thf' accoiniuodn
tion was taxed to the ntmost. yt't tht• 
i'dYacy of thl1 de-libPratiou;.; wPre po~~ibly 
:not as w0-ll safeguarded a~ thPy ,,,ould 
havt> he<m hac\ thC' IIWC'ting he<'n held 
in a building of tlw Plnployel':-' own. 
.\gain. thi~ room wa~ a:-:kP-1.l for by ont> 
.a:--sof'iation for their annual rnr-Ptiug ott 
14th pro~in1o. but nnoth0r haYinp: lw
~pokPn it for tlwirs, onP "a., ohlig·pd to 
proc·ure preutiHPs {\lsewh<"rP. The.-:e an· 
rwo illu;;;trations. and :inuun1erabh• 
.:o:imilar in::;tarwes eonld b(\ qnotl•d. 
FurthPr, tlw policy of rPnt-paying i;;;, on 
prineiph'. un~ound. Roughly <'Stimat<'d. 
th<· r1•nt paid by kindred ussveiation:-
who haY(' practically 0.-:\::prf'~~f'd tlu"ir in
tPntion of taking up quart0r..:. in tht" pro
lJOSP·d <·dlficP. nanu~ly. QuPPnf'land 1;:n1-
1doyP1"~· F€'dPration, l"'"nite-d Pn~toralif't:-:' 
. \~:..;oeiation, QtWt"nslancl Chatub('r of 
ConllllPl'<'P, Brisbaue Tim!Jpr ::\h'rehant,' 
.\ssoeiation. QuePu• land C'hambn of 
~lanufaetut.'f'T~. MastPr (\nTit .. r:.;' As~ocia
tion. ~Ia:-;ter Bakers' ~\~~ociation. Bri:--
halw TradPr:-.· .... ..\~p;.ociatlon. and tlw 
Brl('k ~Iannfacturer:-:' ~\s"o('iation. 
!JPtWt'l'll them paying clo'C' Oll o-£1.000. 
Furthc>rmorf', the concPntration of 
u~:;;oclation~ 'vill <'nahh• clo:-::cr co~opera
riun, SO l'~SPDtial llO\V-a-daYS. }forPOVPl'. 

it will obviate 1nnch lo~; of tinw and 
: neonv('nienc<' to n1ernber~ \Y]lo arf\ oftc•11 
o)hllp:ed to attpnd IllPPting~ of {'lll}Jlo\:L'l':-

iu'"}d in diffPJ·ent placp:-;, and. an1~onc: 
nthPl' thing·s not enunlel·att~l., ]H'oYid,(• 
iwadquartPr' for the in<lPnmitY fnn<l it 
~~ t'ont<·mplatccl launching". ~ 

'• (a) Sit,. 

" To invr,tip;atr thi,,, important mattt'r. 
rhP <'IHinuitteP de]pgated t><nVPr to a ~uh
f·onnnittee eonf:isting· of i\Ir. ,J. F. l\Iax
wPll (pre,id<'llt. of tlw Qut'Pil,land Em
ployPro' FPdc>ration). :\Ir .. T. 1'. \Vilson 
p1·p~idPnt of the Brisba11(' ( 1hatnbt'r of 

{ 'onnn0rce), and 1-Ir. (TanH·s J)(nvriP (Yice
iJrt'sidPnt of the QnE'E'nslan<l Iromna6tt•r,· 
.\%oeiation). After t>xhausriYC' inquiric•o 
aud 1uature clf'libpration thp;.,e gentlernPn 
pr<'ferred a flih... in Charloti:P -·treet. 
'Hljoiuing St. Lukp's Churc-h. with a 
irontagf' of 100 link~ (in~lmlinp; lam•) 
and dPpth 225 link". Thp committc'P "' 
a wholP deems the land <'minPntlY snit
ahh). hPing· as it i~ <'Pntral and -con
;:,•niPntly ~ittuth .. cl, yt•t l'{~lnoyed frorn thP 

noi:-.es of th<' city. TlH' price a~ked for 
it is £2,600. and in tlw <•veut of the 
schPnlP 110"\Y placed h0forf' you uu:eting
with ;;uffic·iC'nt ;upport tlw purchas0 i, 
rN'OlllllletldC>J. 

"(b) Jlcans tu .-lcquil'f'. 

"1~o procun• thP necessary an1ount to 
aequir(• thi~ land. aR\•oc>iations a~ bodiPs. 
and their tnetnbers indiYidually, arP 
asked to take up .£10 debPnture·~: tlw 
propPrty aftf'r purchaf'C' to be YPsted in 
trnstP<'' c>lPdPd bv tht> shareholdE'rs on 
th<' l"'r capita ba.sis. \Yhcn it is come 
to lw cow,ickred that affiliah'd with th<' 
QuN'IL'la nd J~mployprs' Federatiou 
thPn .. arP hodieb rf.'lH'Psenting 4,927 <'Ill

ployprs: with the Brisbmw Tracl<•rf'' 
As~o<"iatioJt 500 to 600, without takin~· 
into eon:->idE~ration the rnernhpr:;:hip of thP 
BrishmH' C'hamlwr of Commerc<', Que<'ns
land ( 'hamhPr of :Ylanufacturpre and 
unaffiliat<'d organisations, ther<' should 
uot be anv difficultv iu issm• of tlH• 
I'PCJui,ite 26.0 -debt:'ntlll:l',, 

14 p.m.-1 

" (1·) Hr< et ion of Huildin(f·'· 

'· l"'"pou Rt?C:UJ.'ing pot--:-e~:-:ion of tbP la.n.d 
it i' Jn·opospd to erect a modPrn huil<l
iug (to Jw so construdP<l a" to Pnahk 
Hubsequent additionf') .at an (•stimatt-.d 
eoRt of £10.000. This sum to be secured 
privatc,]y. if possible. from au.'- gf•ntle
uutn who rnay npprceiatP thP rnotivv 
that prolH!Jt:-> the nlovenwnt. or. failing 
that. bv tlw flotation of a loan with 'omp 
Jiuanei;tl iustitutiou. Th0 n•n•nut' tlwt 
will h<' clPrin'd in tlw form of n•ut from 
thP yariou~ oru·auisations that havf' 
,J}n,ady <h--finitPl; and partly PXlH'L>fi.Sed 
faYourablP intPntioll~ 1Yil1 ~Uffi(•p to pa~' 
taxP~. InailltPiwncP. interPf:t on tlH· 
£12,600 . 

'· \Yill vom· hotlv loc-at<.• itsdf in th<' 
propu~ed ·1n1ilcling. · an(l if Fo. 'vhat ac
connnodatiou will bt• rPquirPd ';'' 

TlH'll appPur~ tht• refl'l'I.'Il('t.' to the inckn111it.v 
fund 

.. 2. I:sDE}IXJTY FrxD. 

'· \Ylwt nwv lw <l('siguated tlH' ~('C'Oncl 
plank of tlu.' sdll'HH' i,- tlw (tlll'<'tls!aucl 
E1nployPr~· FC'd(·ration. Limitctl. or. in 
oth<'l' word~. an indt_ .. tnnity fund. 1ts 
ol>jPct~ and nect• -ity for its e'tahlish
nwnt an· dPa r1 v ·df'fined in the printPd 
tlocnmeut upjwJidPd lwreto. .\. similar 
fund i;.;. in operation in South A.m4ralia. 
\Y P~tl'l'll .. .::\n1,tralia. and \..,..ictoria. 'rhP 
who!<' Jll'OjPct had bec'n finalisPd. includ· 
ing tlw appDintlnPnt of an organising· 
:--N'rf'tHl'V, and would havP ht'PH launchPd 
in QuPt~ll:-;land four yr•aJ·~ ago had the 
gTNtt \Yar not iuh'rVPnc<l. 

;. 1~ your ho(h- iu fayour of it. and 
what n{unhf'r of '::-ilwrc\s \vould vou1· liH'lll
hPr:-~ bP pre}Hll't'd. to takP up'!''. 

Tlwn it go<'~ on to point out thl' ll{'('C'~:-'ity 
of appointing org-ani .... Pr~~ whieh lH'<'OlllC'S a 
HIHttPr of C'OUf';""'('. 

" 3. 0RG.\:Sl~ER''· 

'· 1t i:-- n•cop:Hi:-'Nl that tht>re an' 111any 
f'lnpl(H"{'r:- who arP not. but 'vho ~hould 
lH'. n~PillbPI':-- of tlw various organi~a
tiou~. _.\ ,•uuall JWrce-nb.tg-P. it i~ known, 
ar<' ineon..:i.deratp 0nough to reeeive the 
rPwards of t1H• t•ffort':-: of associations. 

Mr. Mullan.J 
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and not ln·iug ·grist to thP tuiiL' 
whibt th( .. n.. are verv nHUlY not linked 
Hp for waut of urgiui. )" .. ttl .. ution to thr• 
iutPrnal workings of a~sociations will not 
IJt·nuit of Sf'C'r<--'tarip:-: going in ~par<·h of 
dPliuquents, thPrefor£', thP appoinhnPnt 
of at Il·a~t one oru·aniser i:-:; .ps~ential to 
( .. lil'Oi 1ll0n-:bf'l''3 for ~tllC' l'PRllt'etiYe bodif'"• 
in1part kno,vledgC' to thosp belonging to 
nrg-a11i~ations. and g·enc·ra1ly di:-::eharg·p 
th<~ n1ultifai·iouf-\ dutit':--; lH .. rtaining to thP 
office• of organi>l'l'. li0 (or thP>·) should 
b,.. 1 daet>d undPr onP control, but l,\ ork 
fc11· tiH• W0!fat·(• of the whol0. 

.. Co~t of his (or thpir) Inaintennuep to 
hP lJOl'!H' by all a::;l'iociations. 

.. DoP~ your as:"oriation approyp of tlH' 
idt•a. an·d what financial t-upport i~ it 
pn•pa rpd to oifPr ·: 

4. CooDl!TTEE 011 PRm!l·LGurox. 

·· Puhiiratlous, to ernployt•rs' kuov;.·
L dQ.·(• oftt•n faJ:;-0, pass nnchall0ngl'd, m1d 
\Yhilst the propagancliHn of otlu·r~ ha:-; 
a lnw:-.t rpac·h<•-ll a ~tate of perff'ction. 
litth• work of thi" nahu·c• is drnw for 
t~lllJ ,Joyt>r~. Frmn writiug·~ and eartoon~ 
tltroug-h thP Prt'%~. and by !llf'HlH nf 
panJIJhlet:-:;~ n1nch a;ood would eonu.', heuc·t• 
it i~ :;.;ugge~tNl that the' s0cn•tary of 0ach 
orgaui~ation contribut0 '\Y('Pkly at lPa:'.t 
tln·Pt' parag-raphs in tlu' intert·~t~ of thl· 
nH·Intwrs of hi;-; particular a::;sociation, 
thl' publication of ,uch eontributions to 
lJp ~UJWrintP1H1Pd by a C'Ollllllittee to bP 
t'lt'C'tf'<L or a ~p('C'ialiH to lw appointPd. 

·· Dol':-1 your body appl'OYt' of thP idPa. 
aurl <loPs it c·onsidPr a c·onHnittPl' or a 
•pPciali,t ,hould do thP Pditing. atHl 
\Yha1 ~Uin i~ it 1 lf<\pare-d to snb~erih<' 
to\Yan1 .. c]pfraying· eo:'t of ~uch work:~' 

H<'I'0 i!-' a YPry important and intt•n~ .... ting
part n)lnting· to prPfPrPntial trPatrnent to 
HH'nlbf'r~ of thC> fPdPrntion---

· · 5. PREFI:REXTL\C Tm;.\'DIEXT. 

.. Tlw adopt·ion of a ~y~tPlll of prl)ft•rt•n
tial tn•atu1ent aillong~t Jlll'lllbPr:-: of all 
ora;ani~atiow::: is ono of tlw bt>"t nlP<lll:-; 
for attaii1ing- that hal'lllOlJ~T :-oo pf.:::-:Putial 
for ~uc·cr·;-;s and ~o highly dP:·drahlr•, h0-nf'<' 
it:-> adolJtion i~ renlolnmpndt:d. and to 
facilitatt• th(• earrvino· out of sanH_~ it is 
propo~t·d to i~.,.,ut\ ~lll ~111ploypr;:;' dir~etory 
to Pnabh• it to b0 readilY ~<'en \vho's 
'\\·ho. · 

·· J)ops your lJody approvf• of tlH~ p:·u
posal':" 

:vrr. KIRW.\X: It is t]l() old black li>t. 
:\h. ~TOPFOHll: IY•• will giw t!H•m a I it tie 

of tlwt hac:k agaltt. 

:\h. :\ICLL\X: 
·· 6. Xox-l'unox.\GE oF IIo~'IJLE Pt·nu

nnox~. 

··It i~ a·,tonishin~ to notk•.' ~OHlf" lirllls 
who, by ~upportiug· puhlic·ations with 
adv<'rti~f'HlPUts f'nemuag-p atte1npts to 
dP:-,troy loyalty to all that i~ good a1Hl 
.... onnd, and. llH~taphorieally ~peaking. b,\· 
so doing ar0 making ror!s for their (tlw 
employ<'r,) own back. \Vlwn thP nation's 
iutt\n•st~ or your own are assailed, for 
,elf-prC'S<'lTation patronag0 of such pub
lications should lw iusbntly withdrawn. 

·· \Yill votn· nHlniln•r=' gjyp ~Prious f'Oll
:-..idt:'rutioii and pffpet to' thi~ imrwrntiYP 
H10\TenH·llt ?'' 

[Mr. Mnl!art. 

That i~ a gan1c that hvo <'an p1a~-. Tlil (t'(IH-· 

du:-;ion. it :-;:ay~ 

•· ( "OXCL(_T,'.:::lOX. 

'· T1u• coininittPC'. haYing to the bs,~t 
of thPir abilitv fornmlatPcl a ,cheuw (th .. 
adoption of ";hich, in their opinion. will 
Pnab]p thP eon:<uinmation of th<' idea:· 
indicated at the meeting of 4th :\Iarc·ill. 
now pa~.;; it on to organiRationti for con
sideration with a request that f'R<'h forth
with conYPI10 a special lllPt'ting· for th<• 
... olt' }Hlr!JO'-'e of disC'UsRing· and eorning
to dPC'lsions on th<~ yariou~ proposal:::; !"U!l

lllittPd, and C'YPutuallv intimate to tlH• 
g"PHPrai S('CrPtary. Que~ns1and EnlployPr"'T 
FPderation. thr~ rpsult of delihPration~. ·,n 
1hat th<' lH't'P~sarv furtlwr aC'tion llHl.S 1n• 
takl'n. ~ 

;, Tlu r·omm/tttr w:·,,:lt to f mp!utsi.xr· 
that onl,11 wlun r~-·wfufion.x pa."ud ''~'' 
put into prat·fif'r that .-;c/u wu; takr. 
,7, {ini/1· iorm8. 

·· .EotPLODIEXT FOR RETFRXETJ SoLTlJER!' 
AXIl SAILOHS. 

" Ro far a8 the rc:=;olution anPnt ~<·tur
i ng- C'lllploynlC"Ilt fca~ all rPhll'll<'d ~aiior~ 
aud t'oldiPrs is con~l'rncd. rc•presL•ntat.ivt ~ 
of th(• enlp1oyPrR ha\·e nwt l'('lJrtl::::e'lt~.>
tin\.s of tlw R('turnrd ~ailors and 
Soldiert-;' Iu1pPrial Leagnt'. and it i~· 
gratifyinp: to hr able to annotllH.'t~ thar, 
in addition to l'('turnPd :--ailur..:::. a:;{! 
soldiers lH•ing- rp::;tort:d to situation:-: Ot 

piPd prior to going· to war. throug-h t I:;• 
inffuenc0 of thP E1nploy(lr:;' A~;-;oeiatin 1 !. 
innUlllPl'Ublt: po1'iitions huYP 1Wt>1l !'OlUUl 
othPl'S, ::\pyprthPlt)f-J:-1, lllUC'h Y('t l't"filD•Et.; 

to h.• acccnnpli~h0d. and to· l'Hahh• t~lf. 
cli>play of fnrtlwr practical ~ymp~t.h:·, 
,nhjoinPd >vill be• found doc·umPnt•· '•·r 
circulation and eon.:;iJerarion." 

Tlw ACTI:\G l'RE)IJER: It is a pity yon hat•· 
not got thosl' do<·UHH~n~. 

:\h. :\ICLLAX: I ha1·0 got soHH' inten·•t
i ng· do('Ulllt'Jlh; yet. ThPI'<' is no rPft.ll','nt·,(• 

1H'rP to any nlPPting hPt"\YP('Il tl1P Enlployt·~~ 
FPdPration I"PlH'P8Pntatives aud n•prP~f'·nt:~
tivt>~ of thP RPturn(•d Sailor~ and ~oldier~~ 
Labour LPag;ue. You HC'e tlw:v ::nr- onl_,· 
concc•rnPd with the RPlunwd ~ailors and. 
f-;oldlpr:;' IuJp<'rial LPag·uf>. 

}Jr. STOPFORD: The Tory l0agnp. 

:\.II-. SIZER : It ,hotvs that t!H• Lab"''" 
T .. PaguC' an' not actin:• enou9;h. 

:\11-. :\H :LLAX: It is verY >ignifir·aut. ill 
yj"''" of tlw faet that the Rr>turm•t! ::lailnr>' 
aud Soldi<)rs' Ilup0rial Lt:'agnP havP :--tah•tl 
rhat th<·y ar0 not a political body. If th('y 
urP not a political body, why ar(• tlwy <·o
OJH'l'ating- with this body to :-nna:-;h tht> Lahour· 
lll0Y<'lll0llt '? 

}lr. SIZER: .\Jl thf' Rdunwd SailorB au<l 
Soldit·rA' llllpPria1 LeagtH' arp c•OIJ{'('Tnt·d 
about i:-~ to gPt t'UitJloynll'Tlt for tlwir o'vn 
[H'OpJP. 

:\lr. :\H~LL\X: Tlwn. whv "lid not thic. 
fedPratiou approac·h the L~buur 'rPtUrrH'd 
f-oldif'r~ ju:-~t in thP saniP way a~ tlw .... v 
-approached tl1P Tory returned ;-:;nldi~,r~? . t 
;1111 a1nazt>d to think that a l'PturnPd .... n1dH>" 
~llould, by lntf>rjt\ction in thi~ .llon:,f>~ indieatt" 
that he i~ prPpnn'tl to giYP pl'PfPrt'llC¥> ... ,_.. 



Address in Reply. [U) Ac-GI;ST.] A.ddre88 in Beply. 

Torv rPturne-d ~oldier~. H <.'l'l' 1:-> a ver:v 
in1pOrrant clocuuwnt hea<.h•d (thi:-; IS YL'r~· 
intPl'C'-\ting rPa<liug)--

'· Ix DEFEXCE OF E3IPLOYERB. 

··Its ohjf rt.'{ aurl fh(' ru tr ,,~it .I! j(Jr it.-; 
r.'dabli,•d1nu ut. 

'· For :-::on10 rin10 pa'"'t thP fac·t has 
forcPd itself upon tlw n1ind..;; of ln1~in<.'B~ 
nwn in thi" Stat<' that a <lPfinit<• >'tand 
rnust be 1naclP against tlw aggrP:::siv0, 
and in n1any ease~ unla\\ fnl, acts of 
· organis<>d Labour.' \Yith that ohjPd in 
viPw a connnittee \Yas .rPcently appoint0d 
to devise 111Pans to raisl' tnonev with 
which to "'tablish an Pm ployPr,' ;lef<>nc.• 
fund. Tho work of that CUlnmittt'<' ha.< 
reHultC'"fl in the p:,tabli!'ihlll0Jlt of thP abu\'P 
cornpany as a businP!'ls-likP nwthod of 
Ineeting· the industrial po:--ition n:-; it 
PxiHt~ to~da~,·. 

; ' In thP pat"-t tllP wPakiH's:-; of tlll' 
a~s.ociation of PinployPr:-~ ha)"i hf'('ll tht~ 
:-unallw•:;;,s of tlw· fund:-- and tlh~ rPlianeP 
'\d1ich nPeP~sarily ha{l to ht> placPd upon 
thf' gPnero:-oity of nwrnlH'r:-~ for :-.pPcia l 
donations wl!Pn trouble ;u·o~P. Thi:-; 
systt~In had at leaM thn'v !!THY<' ohjP<'
tions.-. 

1. It was unreliaLie. 

2. It alJmypd the paninti.,m of <"<'r
tain finns to lH' unduly i1npo~ed upon. 

3. It prac·tically <lPhalTPd nny <'ffl'e
tin~ action being takell until uftPr tht> 
tronbl0 had a niYecl. 

··Tlw llPW ~chenH• proYid<·~ for a11 af':-our
an<'P fund which will hP aYailablP in ea~P 
of IlPed. En1ployprs an• a~kPd to n1akP 
.a.dvane(':-. on a pro rata ha .... ]:-~ a<'cordin~ 
to tlu~ an1onnt of wagP)"i paid. and tlw~v 
thur-;. know exactly wlwt i:-; <'XJlPCt('·d of 
tlJP1ll, UJH.l e3_!l proyjc}p ~I(·('Ol'(liug}y. 

'' It is not propos0d to iHl<'rfnp \\·ith 
thP Elllp1oy<'r~' Ff'dPration. which i~ 
doing· PXcPll(•Ht work. but to act in eon
<·Prt with Pxi~tinp; UITan.!.!PHlt'nt~. U;-' will 
appt•ar in thf' tlPtail:-;." 

llt.•rt~ i-::; tlH• schenH'·. If vou \\·atcli it. you 
will find that it <·lm;Piv l'P'<'mbl"' a ochl'lll<' 
~·neonraged by thf' Anit>ric'un bl'l'f tru~t and 
the ·• Bin· Fivf' ··-··Who arP out to fio·ht tlH' 
ppople of AnlPrica in <'OlllH'etiou witl1 tlH.•i1· 
profitPPring RehP!HP--

.. THE :-;cnniE. 

'·The e01npauy ha:-: bt>Pil l'Pgi~terPd 
with a no,uinal capital of £100.000. in 
100.000 sharP' of £1 !'ach. to !"' i~'l.H'<l 
fully paid. 

" Eruployf'r~ \Vi~hing to joiu thP fund 
arP l'PquirPd to takp up at l<'a~t onP 
t->hlll'{\ an<l puy thP alllntal :--ub~e,·iptiou 
a~ proYid(•d. 

·• On:y tho~l1 Pntplo:yer" who arf' ~harP
hokiPrs. and pay thP ,ul>eeri,,rion. will 
he PntitiPd to participate· in tlw hc'Hdih 
of tlw fund. 

'· ThP ~ub~(·ri ptio11 iR ha.:-;Pd on th<• 
annual turno\"t'r in wag·l'~. and Illf'Illbt'r:-:.. 
will JHL~' on the fullcnyiug :--,•al(~ for u 
pl'l'i()(] of fom· yPars: " 

I Jo not kuow htnv thC' Tr<'a~Ul'l'r is g-oino· 
to Pxtraet hi~ ineonlP tax thi:->. y<'al' fro1~ 
tllP~P peoplP·---

·• ~ lH~r ('(l>llt. ll}J i-0 £2Q.(IJQ in WUg't'~. 

•· ~ }1f.~r eput. on thf' nPxt ~30.000 in 
·wagP:-~: and 

.. ~ per cent. ou the auwunt paid in. 
·,·, ag~'~ in t'XCP::s:-; of £50,000. 

.. Aftpr thP firot four yeai'o tlw ,u!J
~·wription will be r<~dueed to a noa1inal 
...lUll uulp~~ othPrwise dPeidt'd by the 
nH:rnbur:-:; ju g·eJH•ral tuePting. 

·· TlwrP will be a n1inimu1H :-.tdl,·.crip
tlon of £1 ls. pPr arunun. Employ('l'~ 
-lJt'('Oilling· lllPlnhprs at auy tillle \\ill b.t' 
rPquircd to eontribntP ou thP ~anH' ha~I:-::. 
a~ m·hrinal lllPlll br-rs for tlw eorn•,.::poud
iu;.~: n~ar)"i of thPir nH'lllhPr:-;hip. i1.1 ord<·t~ 
thnt 'nil ma,· bP placPd on thP 'am<' foot· 
j~~~- EYC'rY nlPlnlwr will 1H' l'<'(Flll"etl to 
fnrni:-.h a ~ratcnw·nt of "'ag·(~H pai{l in rlH• 
prt'Yious ~·ear at the heginnlng of <'a< 11 
finaucial yPar of the eon1pany, and o11 
that rr•turn tlwir coutributiou:-. for tlw 
1 hen cu1-rt~nt y .. ~ar '\V ill b<' ba~Pd. 

·· · \Yalrp~' shall nwan thP total a1nonnr 
paid fot·~all elaR':'I(~s of labour, <~xeludin~ 
:"alaJ'i(.':-1 of \'nJrking partiwr(",. din•ctor:-;, 
g('~IPJ'al and departnH•ntul nutrulg-Pr~. 
Jn<-Ula~dn.u; dc•rk:-:. ~('C'l'0tariP:_;:;. and <'Olli
lllPI'C'lal trUYP1l01':-'. 

" Thr' · objPct~ ' haY<' bt'PIJ 111'-lllP tl:-: 

widP as possihh· in order that tlH' eolu
pauy n1ay takP up an.v \\ork tiloughr 
dP ..... lrahl<'" in tlw iutPn~~tf' of tlw (•nlployPr""· 
at anv tintP. For the presPnt ir is pro~ 
\ idp(( umlPr tlw articl<'s that th<' ftm<l, of 
th<' <'ompany will he u~0d for-·-

.. ill TP'tiJJg- th<' leg-ality of au,· .\er. 
]Jroclanwtioll, rPgulatiou. or or·d<'l' of' 
thP FPdPl'al or QtwPn~land Par!HlllH'llt. 
or of anv rulC' o1· hv~luw of HJIY corpora-· 
rion. in ·<1lthPr Cfl.S('. of connuo;J (lpplic·a-
tion 

Built>d do\Yll. thi:-:o liH'alls that tlw~· an' ont 
to r<•'t th<' ]pg-ality of all Labour ],g-i,]ation 
awl all Labour admini~tration. \Ylwn the 
LalJOur C1oY.PrllnH'l1t pa;-;~ an A<·t of Parlia
nu•rlt o1· a rPgulation .it is goiuu: to bC'· 
du:dlPil.!l.'P{l in tlw law eonl"t" so far as the~ 
huf.!,'P fund~ at tlH' di:-;po~al of thi~ body will 
all~"' .. 

·· !2) Supponinp:. assi::;ting or rendPrinp; 
ald to carHli(latt\~ or iutPndinp; eaudidah'~, 
in parlianH•utr.n~·. 1nunieipal. and otlwr· 
P lPl'tion~. ,. 

TlH'l'·l' i:-. 110 doubt that this politi(~al Yt'ntun' 
is ll('illg- dP:-"igrwd to light tlw LalJOul' party 
in thi:-- IJow ... p and in PYt•rv otlwr Parlianw11r 
'11 ;\u .. tralia. . 

·· {3) PJ·nb:·c·tioll of CinployPr::- agaill~t 
t}w attuek:-:. of · oq.ranh;ed labour.' .. 

Tlttit t>I11braces thf' \Yhoh" Labout· uto\,Pll:H'llt. 
TheY kllo,,· that thP Labour lllOYPJilenr, aud 
tht> · Labour Uo\'('l"lliilPnt purtienlttrly. i~ 
foundt 1d upon i he hasl)"i of industrial 
unioni .... nl. 

:\11". f-:;r:t.EH: I tl!Oug-ht it \YU~ fonudPd on 
tllt• llrothPrhood of man'! 

:\h. :1-l{'LL.\::\: l \\ill rPad 'onu• IllOrt'" 

" {4) CotHlH•H:-;atiug and indt>nlnifying 
tllt'Jlllwr:-~ wholly or in part again..;.f lo ..... f.:, 
a ri..;.ing fro1n ~trikP~. r0ssation of '\V or~-( 
ur o, p:ani ... t>d intf'rferf'IH't:> with thf•Jr hu~I
Bt'~~. ln ~o far as :-;uPh 1nay hP {ll'(~nlf'<l 
hv thP dil'l'etor..:; to bP in tlH~ <·onnnon 
ii.lt.f'l'f'~t of C'mp1oyprs.'' 

That n~t•an:-: that at anY tirnP wlH'll nJl'H il':'-'<'rt 
tiH'Ill~t'lVL':-.. a:-. tlwY hLaYP don<' in tlw pa!".t. 
to be-ttt\1' tht)ir C'oJJdition;-:;. this hugP fun-t.l will 
IH' plact~l at tiH' di-posal of tii<' particulm· 

Mr. Jlullan.] 
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<•utployPr who wishes to defy the rea,onabh• 
,],.mands of labour. 

'' (5) Anv work in tlw eonnuon intl'l'C'l;t 
of Pmplo:rers directly o1· indirc>ctly con
necwd with tlw above. 

•• The company is nw.naged by S£'\"t'n 

directors, elected by tlw "nbseribPrs. Th•· 
diredorR hold office for two vears. but 
at tlw end of the first vf'ar thrc•e <lirector;. 
will retire, and thc>reaft<'r three will retin· 
annua11y. 

"\-.-oting· bv lllPtnb01':-: h. 011 a .. :--11-ding 
;.cak. basNl. upon thf' amonnt pai<l 
annually in wagp:-;~ lYith a nutx.inlutn of 
:"t'YPn YOtf'"'i, 

"ThP funds will lw brought into opPra
tion in thP foll(nving rnannf'r:-··~'\. n'
qne~t froru the Queensland Ernp1o:n~r~· 
Fed(_~ration or any othPr approvPd body 
of t'rnployers for financial uid in any 
matt<er authoris<'d by tlw · objPet~ ' will 
hP <"<lllsidered hv tlw -dirP<'tors, and if 
approved thP request \\ill hP grantPrl. If 
the director>" do not appron• thc>y ,ha.ll 
rpfpr the tnatter back to thl" npplicuut 
body. ~tating thP rcoasoH for the rPfusal. 

'' Jn thl' eYenr of thl' rPqnp:;;t lll'ing, 
rPIH'W~{l. an<l tlw dirN·tor" 'till di,. 
a.ppr~)ving, nn Pxtraordinary g'Pl1Pral 
nwetmg of HH'Illbf'rs shall Ill' callPd forth
with. nnd tlw n1ajorit.v YOtP of ~ueh BH'~"'t
ing :-~hall hp takPn as an itbtJ'ueti~)n by 
t.hf' <lirf'ctor,. ThP dirPctor' ~hall lH;t 
taln· dirpct aetiou in au\ nwtter unlt·~s 
~pPeially authol'ist-<1 by flw mPtnlwr:-- in 
g·{~llf"~'al lHC'<='ting. · 

" THE :'\ECE""lTY FO!t \ F! Xll. 

'· Th(' neepssity fo1· a strong PlllployPr~· 
fund for dPf0n~iYP JHll'f)(WP~ wiiJ. p-Pl'·· 
ha}JS: be n1ore n•adil;"~: appreciatP<l afte1· 
n•adu1g- the foll<n">·ing l'l'gar·ding rh<· 
' { 'apitali,ti<' Labonr ( 'nmhinP · of .\u--
1 r.alia to-day : -

"In 1891 there• n·Pl'(' iu th<· ( 'ollllllOll

WPalth 124 tradf• union~. with au r•:-.ti
matptJ 11lt'mberHhip of 54.888. ~inn• tlwa 
thf'rP haf-l. been nnintf'rrnpt~d pl·ngrP:'-.,...:. 
until in 1912 tlH•Y had n•achPd a total 
of 621 tnuh~ unic;11~. \dth an f':-.tintatC'd 
nlf'nlhflrship of 433,224, an ill('J'Pa~c of 
ovpr fiyp tirn('H in nnn1ber of u11ion~. and 
JJParly flig;ht tilnf's in Hlf'JlllH.•r:--. Tlwjr 
an1uu.d iueonw 110\Y apln'oadu•:-. ~£750.000. 
lw rP:::nlt of a c'olllparativPly :-:mall Jp,-y, 

·· Through th0ir eon11narHl of t1ri:-< lan.;(' 
:-urn of 1noney tlH' I..abont· orp;ani~ation~ 
an• Pnablt:>d to finane(_l uew~papf'r~. to 
dietatt• lPgi. ... Iation to ~uit thPir ela:---... to 
{·ontrol the labour rnadn•t, uud to bring· 
prPHRlll'P 1o 1Jcar on the Gorcrnrneut thenl
.,"Jy,o,, 

'· Xo doubt, tlw objec•t;. of thP Nll

ployPJ'~ in creating a ]argp a~~uran{·~· 
fund ·will r<•ceivP aclvt'r~(· critici~lll and 
'inistpr motiv'-"< will lw imputP<l. but th<• 
eoutrary i~ the casP. Xo fair-1nindPd 
t•mplo.n_•r is oppo::-:p·fl to lPg·itirnatP 
nnioniom: ou the otlwr hand. thp,- frppjy 
aC'eord to wagl•-c•arnf'r~ thP :-:an;P righ~t 
-which thPy clainl for thmnsPlYes, viz. :-. 
.. ThP rig;ht to conft-~dPI·.atP fo.r tht' pl'o
tt•c·tiou and fnl'thPrancl' of tlwir lllutual 
j lltPJ'f'RtS.' 

·· 1! bPhovc:s €'\'Pry Plllployer to be-eonw 
a:--soclat(ld for rnutual prot0cho1J. 

[Jfr. Mullan. 

•· It is. not sufficient for anyone to 
r!'ason that. because lw has had no 
troublP with organised Labour, or bl'
eausP it is quiet to"day in the particular 
indm.trv in which he happens to be en
gaged, '!w need take no inter~st in what 
i" happPning elsewhere. For JUSt so Ion!' 
'" those who follow as a business th<' 
oceupation of promoting labour unrest 
continuP their efforts. sonwbody will haw 
to wrP,tJf' with it. and no man can tell 
how soou hf' may be pickPd upon aH th<· 
weak spot industrially in the emplo:ver,· 
arn1our. 

.. 'l'ho'<' who hold aloof will un
doubtPdly bp the WPak SllOt,, 

•· Th(~ vita] i~slH' i:=; • la,,~ and libPrty ' 
YPr~us · lawlC'ssne-~s.' and it is the plain 
duty of PV<'l'Y employer of labour to. do 
his full share in >upport of any orgam.sa
iion whosP purpos<' is the preservatiOn 
of industrial libE>rtv. tlw maintenancP of 
the law of tlw lan~l. and the promotion 
of g-oodwill hPtweE>n master and man. 

" In tlw t•vpnt of your dP<'iding to b<·
<·om<• a m<'mlwr of the company it will 
bp Uf'{'('~f'ary to apply for at ]eaRt ·on<.' 
~hHl'('. 

".\uy fnrthC"r informat-ion you may dP
'in• I shall be pJpas,ocl to supply on heae
iug· fro1n yon. 

'· Your' faithfully, 
" 8gd. F. R.\~Sox. Secrf'tary. 

'· · ConriPr' Building, Qucpn streN. 
Bri~haue. ,, 

:\lr. KmW.\X: That '" the On<' Big "Cnion 
ill fl<ll'llf'"'t. 

:\Ir. :\Il'LLA:'\: This docunH•nt " ma'rk<'·d 
'; PriYat(' an£1 ( ;on{ldential." 

:\h. :\LIC'.\RTXEY : llow do you come t<• 
han• it: 

::\Ir. ::\JCLL~\X: 1\ohodv should b<• in a 
bettc>r position iu this Hm_i_sc to tPll mP ho\\· 
T ('Oil!(' to [,p in [>O•S<'ssion of this than the 
gt>ntlPnHul wlw lo~t the other fatnous docu
mPnt. (Gon·rnnwnt laughte1·.) However. 
tlw first <locumcnt which I read say,;, 
"Stricth· fo1· thP information of th<' Ern
plover~· · )~.~:-o(·iation only.'' In ~pitt' of all 
t ht: :--PCJ'PciP~ :->nrronncling this. fedf'ration. 
tla•ir littll' plot has !Jepn 0xposcd. 

-:\Ir. -:\LIC.\RTXEY: ArP vou not ashauwcl of 
n:-oing :-.tolen .~.!;ood~? (La~ghter.) 

:\Jr. :YI('LL\X: All I am doing is cxposinp: 
it. and that i;. \\'hat the hon. mPmhPr cloP;. 
!lOt \ikP. 

-:\Il'. ::\IAC.\RTXEY: I am not objt>cting to it. 

-:\h. :Yl FLL'>.X: It is wf'll that the publi<· 
of Qu<'Pnslaml Bhould lw pr<'pared for thi>< 
an<la<'ious onslaught on the Labour moY<'
IlH'nt. It is a tlelibPrat!' attPmpt to boycott 
Labour pnblications. It i,; statPd and ex
plain!'cl in thP ~chPBH' that, when a Labour 
publicatiou dal'{'S to do anything inimical 
to tlw intPl'£.lf:t~ of thP En1ploy0rs' .Federa
tion-- of tlw Pmploying class---it is to bP 
immPdiah•ly set upon: it is to be imnH'diately 
squN•zPd, boycotted, and hlackliste<l. If thr· 
workPrs of QucE>nBland will submit to thi.
tyranny, and will permit thPir Labour publi
cations to be annihilated in this wav. I am 
Y(']'Y mueh surprised. \Yhat will ·happen 
to rh<' Employ<·r~' Fecleration ocheme if th<• 
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· /kfurkPrs. ,no"" kuo,,~ing what tho proposal::; 
.ue, do With the Tory publications what thev 
;n·opose to do with the Labour publications'? 
!t. I~ '"- game that two can play. In my 
.pmwn, we shall have to meet them on their 

(J\YH ground. So far as. I an1 concerned at 

,, n l'Vents, I do not he~itate to sa V th~t I 
~~rn prf"pared to urge Pvery unioni~t and everY 
LaLonr organisation to stand by tlwir paper~. 
,_Jf'<.'&u~e. a~t<n: JUll, the Labour nlovemPnt---
~trong· HR It 1s t.o~day----if:. so strong hPcausP 
~~f ,tlw gTaiHl. aRs.btancP- it ha:-. rccPiYed froJn 
1 :t~tmur puhh<•ahonR. .\nd tfwr-P it'- anothPr 
·;~~HHP,.' tu he pointed out. Th(,~ grmtlernen vvho 
; ,'L•JtH.>S.~~d tln:' S('hPnle an" thP nH\n "\Yho arP 
1 :Pp~..·nd~ng l~pon thp ·workerc-- of thi~ Statf' 
ror the1r PXIHt~~nct\ and I cnn .... urn that tlH· 
'Y1Jl'kPr:-;. of t!nr'- StatP -will not subrnit to a 
?::lH•mp pr::wt1C'ally to en~lavp thein. hel'au~e. 
H tlu.• Labont rnoYOillPllt lw sntasht.>tl. thf'::-.P 
~{l·nth'uwn ·will hP ah1t) to <•rnbark ol1 such 
.. .,n or~:v of proiitPering· H~ \Yns nPver SPen 
b·~fon;. ~ 

.\Ir. (l':-iFI.LJT.\X: Lik<· tlwy ar<• doi11g in 
Hr·itain to-day. 

:\lr. }[FLLA::\: I thiHk that thP •O<.ll1Pr 
f :J.ilOUl'iU•:-. l't•alil"t' .the scriou:=-ne~~ of tlll' plan 

·j lm Y~ <'xpo>ed tlw lwtt<'r. 'I' het·<• is no 
r~m,rht that. it i.~ a big eou:--piraey to doff!at 
La~oour 1Pgl~l~tl011 .. In ('ffeC't. it i;-; a vlot tO 
drtt•at) rh~· will of tlw p_eoplP. hPP<HI~C' ,vlwn 
',u, I a~·harnent opeak,; It Bhould b" ab!" to 
·">iH.'ak finally and pffppfi yp]v ~ bur t hPv Ul'P 

~oing·. into. thP C'Olirh.; and ·by PYt>rv :--ilbtPr
tu_g·e Hl_thPtr pcnY('l' a!C' p:~)ing- to try .. to ·(lPft·at 
rlw ohJPcts and l<•gJslat!mi of thP Labour 
pal'ty. _A, 1 >tated t'adiPr. thPr(' i,; nu doubt 
th.at rh~~ sdu~nH'. sho''~ a ·:-;trikiug ~-ituilarity 
t 11 a ~etH_'lllP wh1ch \Ya~ rf\eent1y Pxpo::'Pd i11 
;\lHPJ'lC'i\ by a ~oyal .{'onnni;-;~ion uppolntPd 
J,_: I n·-Hlent \\ Ilson m eonn<'<'tion with th<• 
H!f,at tru~t. If hon. UlPlHlH.•r:;: \.vill onlv listPll 

tn tlw fpw lim•> which I ~hall quott'. ,·!towing 
:--~Jm~· of thf' ohJt>et-... of tlw nwat trn~t and tlH· 
· ·. B:u· _. Five,', thP~: ·will ~e{• tlw gn~at 
.... '.l;_,;Ilanty, and l'<'ahsf· tlH' t1·nth of what I 
~~ild y_t rlw out:-:('t, that tlw nu:u1 \\ho tln•w 
~lp~ un~ _EnlployPrs' FPdPration ~ehPilH' had 
·'·J·ton• h1n1 th0 schenH• of the ..:\.tll('l'it·an nwat 
t"':.;::-t. for ~n1.a:-;hing Lahon1· thPrP. ThP Conl
lDl:--:·.;ron. '-duch "a~ n'pot·ting- on tbP ~-\lllPri
cun nwat trunt, .said 

·· Tlw Connui"'.;,lonpr .... tli~('ovenlrL in tlw 
eCHH'h(' of thP inY£>fitigatinn:--. that thP 
paek(\r~. had a joint fund l"nh:;erilwd 1n 
proportion to thC' hnf:.inef-'~ dou0. ,. 

ll•HL .m<•mJ_,er" will i'<'C' that thi, fnud i' 
--u.b_::i!'n hPd 111 )HO!Jortion to rlw wag'8'S paid, 
"'. tn~h t.nPa~l~ the :4allH' thing. .~\nd nwrk rlw 
""l!tlllanty lll th>lO' vurpo:--(':-;. 

'·To employ lobhvi>t> and pa.v th!'il' 
uuaudit<•d PXpt'nS<':-;. · 

;. To influen(•p 1Pgi:-.latin' bu.diP~. ·· 
:\Ir. STOPFORD: That i, donC' in Queeiblaud. 

m tlw ea~ of tlw \York('r,' CmnpPri'atiou 
'nd I nsurancc Bilk 

:O.Ir. ::\1 CLLAX : 

'· rro Plect eatulidatp:-~ wluJ WoU]·d Wi11k 
at Yiolation of law, and dc•feat thoe(' 
plPdged to fair PnforePuwm. 

'' To control tax oflicial,, and thPrt'lw 
t•va<le just taxation. · 

•· To secur0 Jnocliikaticnr.;. of Govern
UH~nt. rnl.f''"' and rt~gu1atious hy dPviou~ 
and 1111provf>r Ult"'tbod~. 

'· T<; hi!" public opini"u ln· the l''.lntrol 
of l'thtonal policy throu~~:h ~ a·dYPrti~in~. 

loans, and >'uhsidies, and by the publi
cation and distribution .at large expense 
of fa!He and misleading statements." 

'I'lwre you havp practically the same pro
posals as they have in their schenw here. 
There is no doubt that this is the first step 
of the Employers' Federation to weaken tht' 
unions, and they would then eontilmc' in 
thPir wild ea l'N11: of profiteering on a seal<' 
nPver hit!H'rto .attempted. But the mask 
has hePn torn from tlwir face. and this 
Uousp and tlw eountry can now ~GP this 
~elwniP in alJ it..- hidPoUsiWSh-. There is no 
doubt that it i,; a delibPrate scheme bv tlw 
BH'mlwrs of tlw Employer;;' Fed<'ration to 
><mash Labour unionii. to smash Labour 
JHlJWl'~. and ultin1ate-lv, of course, destrov tlu• 
Labour GovPrrnnent. "secure power. and .. thPn 
<•mbark on an orgv of profitpering. But 
l mi,understand t!w' workers of Queen~land 
if tlwy rwrrnit thi,; da,;tardly plot to succN"<l 

GoYERX:UEXT ?vlE>IBERS: Hear, h<>ar : 

}lr. STOPFORD: }1mnbpr;; of thi>< Hou;;p can 
Pn~il~· h.1 a<~h thP workers outsidP. 

Mr. };1CLL\::\: In rlw rcmaindl•r of tht• 
timt' ut my di>posal I proposp to deal with 
a IuattPr whieh if' of vital inte-rp.;;t to Qut~en::o
!and and to ..t\us.tra1ia at thP prpsent tinw. 
that- i>'. tlH• solution of the unPmj)lovmem 
probl('lll. Quppn::-.land i!'\ in a verv .. diffi
cult po~ition iu eon1wction \Yith tliif' pro
hlC'tu. tnorp ;;:o than anv otht•r State. 1wcaust• 
of tiH' faet that. havi{tg a Labou1· (}ovPrn
nwut arul b(•ttpr c·otHlition:::. in nwny l'(h·}lPl't:-

than othPr Srat""· ppoph· flock IH'rP from 
ot1H•J' ~tatP:-:. Hrlll. wht'll work i:-; ~Parce. vtt' 
eon.~-'wquPntly haYt'. not only thP strain of 
Jn·u,-iding for our owu lHtenlployPd. bnt >also 
the a<lditional strain of providing- for tll<' 
nni•mployPd of oth<'r Statf's as well. At tlw 
tPnnination of the war tlw pric-e of eoppN 
rapidly "lump<•<l. and a col!ape0 in tht• 
c:opp('r-nliulng· indu~try took plael'. TlH• big 
<'O!npaniP~ in thP <'oppE'T-Jnining area~ \V er<· 
takin~.!.' no ri:-.kl". Tlwv iinnwdiatPlv di::'
Illi:-:~p~} thPir workPr~ lr...-~ thf' thou~ant{ with 
tlw n'8Ult that gTf'Ut hardship ''"as inflictt!d 
upon thou:--ands of workf'r:::: and thC'ir fa1nilie- .... 
ln fa<'t. I ma.> "ay in connection with thi' 
nwttt'r that tlw gr('ut coprJer-nlining eorn
paniP:-. showP·d \'Prv litth• c·onc0rn for tlw 'vP1-
fan· of thl•ir nlPI~l. ~\~ ~non af' thP sltnnp 

>c•t in th<•y praeticall~· dismif>,ed 
[ 4.30 p.u1. I thP lot of thPm, without any 

rPgar<l for their welfarP or tlw 
"·<·!fan• of tlwir familie;;. and that certainlY 
'te0h•d my r<·">lH• that, wh<>n the oppoi:· 
tunit_v ngain prP:-<ent::; it~elf--af' it will "\Ylll'u 
these JllPn n~~umP operatioll~·--to ·advocah• 
that tlw work<'r< in all thosP mine,; should 
:o.P<·un• PY<'l'Y lH'llll.V that th0y can fron1 tho-sP 
nlf'll 'vho. nt a eriti<·al period in thPir exiBt· 
t"'UCP, did not givP thern 1nuch con:;:.ideration. 
Cne1nployrnent eon~Pqnent upon thl' terinina
tion of thP "ar, of eouri'e. has b••t•n broad
east. and evPrv GovPrnmPnt thP world over 
has to llll'f't th~ diffieultv. and to tr> to solv•• 
tlw difficultv if it <'an.' Thert' is "no doubt 
that nnle!;:-< ilw GovPrn1n0nt of PYt'ry country 
i, pi·eparEd to soln· Ol' settle tlw um•mployed 
problem, sooner or latei' tlw unemployed 
problem will settk the GoYernm<'nt. \Ye fin<l 
that tlw British Government is alive to this 
situation, and it should opPn the ('\'05 of 
other Governtnent~ to the positivn as it~ (•xif:ts 
to·day. We fmd that the British G<wern. 
nwnt have evolvet._l a Rchernf:' to n1ePr 

M1·. Mullan.] 
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the iJniJwdiafl" difficulti('~ of the Ull<'lnploy-
111P1lt vdiich ~ner(•Pd0d tlu~ tPnninatioll of tlH' 
\'-"ar. TlH'y have lH'ovidt•<l a ~ehPnlt' for 
civilian:-> and :-;oldi('r~---a colossal s<'hPnw-
in,~olving thP l·xpenditnrc> of tnillions of 
ll!Oll~,-- If rhi~ action of the Briti,h Gon'rn
nwnt ·to provide paytncnt for nnPlnploynwut 
had been a<hocatP<l lw anv GoY<:'l'Jl!llent 'uch 
a:; thP Lalmur GoY<'l'll~llent before thP v;·a1'. it 
would ha.Ye hPen dp:-;cribed a~ the ·~ w·ild-cat" 
~d1PniP of a. .drPmnin~ :;;oC'ia1i~t. Xow~ how
PVl'r. all that ha~ changPd. FivP yParK of 
\Yar. {iv<' yPar!" of horrol' and h0ll in Eng
IaJJd, lHJn! awakPne>d the workt'r to ::..oulP 
('XtPnt fron1 hi:-; ('(•ntury-1ong· nightJnarf', and 
the ~tatP"llH'll of Eng:larHl realise that to-day. 
Tlw ari:-.toerat:-- of GrPat Brhain to-dav have 
<'01lll" do,Yn \Yith n :-:chPill<' to proYi~lP for 
unPnlploynH•nt--a tPnlporary seh<•In<', e<'r
t.<J.inly, hut, ll('YPrthPlP~"'. a. :o:chClllP 11101'0 

lilwrai than wns f'YPl' promnlg-atPd by auy 

GovPrnnu•nt yet P""tablished, ::-hawing that 
they aro judging· thP tinws and realiRin11: 
tlw Tl('<'fl~~ity of kPPping· pacp with the tinH'~. 
To g-h-e you an r>xan1ph~ of thfl schc-nw. it 
11roYidt>s 24~. pPl' wt>ek for nudPs over 
pjcrhteC'n Yf'ar;;; of ag-<'. Fanc·v in Great 
B~itain 2~4:::: .. per Wt'Pk f(lr 'nwJp;-;. over 
<>lp:htef'n ~ I•.,(·ln·a1<>;-;. oYPr PightPen ~·Pars r<'
C'eivP 20~. per W('('k: therl'· j~ provi:.;ion of 
allo\nll!N'' for <'a<'h child at the rat<' of 5,_ 
for rlw Jir,t and 3,. for Pach a<lditional 
<'hild: and mal<' juv<'ni!P' lwt.wPNl fifte<'n 
and f'ig-hte<>n \Yho are uncnlp]oyPd \vill 
r0c:PiYP 12s. per \VPC'k. and girls lwhYef'n 
fift<'<'ll and <•ip;hteen \Yill rcC-L'iY~ lOe. p!'r 
wePk during- tlH1 (•urrenev of thi::~ ~ehen1e 
whPn ntH'Hlployed. That~ :--hov.·s that the 
Briti:-'h GovPrnnwnt. rt>ali.,o tlw·ir respon:-i
hility. and tht- urgPney and IH'C't¥JHity of doing 
:-.on1ethiug toward"' llH'('ting thP Ull(lomployPd 
·diffif'ultv. ThP Sv .. -ist- GovPrnnwnt haYf' n1ade 
cxtruor(linary provi:--ion al~o. In fact, undc>l' 
!hP ~"-i~~ ::::C'hP11ll'. the;: tJrovide that ea('h 
IIHiu:-try ~hall ~upport its own unf'IHployP<l. 

~Ir. ("or.r.rx~: Hear. h0ar! 

:\lr. :\JTLL\::\': \Yithom cmumitting 
·mysPlf fo 1 hat ~('hen1P. or to any particular 
"·lwme just. now, I will <ay 1hat. if tlw Swi•s 
:-:C'hPnll' had be-t\11 in operafiou during· the latit, 
:--IX month:-;. the gr0.at copp(~r coiupanif'~. such 
a., Ham]HlPn. :\Ioullt ElliotL and :\{ouut 
:\1orgall. would uot hav<' lJeL'Il able to cast 
tl~{'_il· workn1f'~l udrift without any l'(lo~ponRi
lnhty for tlwn lut}Jllillf'H:-1 or w<•Ifaf(' durino· 
thi' eritical p<'rio<l. But "O long· as w~ 
han' eapitalistic tn·o<lnction for pmfit in
:--tPad of soC'iali~tic product.ion for U-:3~. Bo 
Jong will you havC' lHl<'lUployed. In faf't, 
ll!ll'!!lployment will follow in " cydt> just 
ltk~~ ~lroughts so lonp; as you hnve a ca.pi
tahAnc >:~APm of produetiou for profit. In 
lllO!-'t c·a::o:P~. it i~' tlw co1n1nunitv and not. th(" 
indiYidm~l that i;; re~polJ,;ib!o for unemp!oy
niont. \' P n1ust rPaho;;£' this or WC' can nC'Yer 

approaeh tlw solution of tht' probl0rn. Som<' 
JH'Opl<' who look UlJOn thi' question of uncm
p.lo;vmPnt :o;urwrflc:ially tPJl you tbat rnof't 
ll!H'mplnynwnt is tlw fault of the work<'rs 
thC'uJ~ph-p;... and tlu~y will point nnd :-.ay, 
.. Look at Sn1ith: S1nith ha~ hnPn di:-;tui:.;~ed 
for bPjng drunk:· •· Look at Brown: Bnnn1 
has lH'('H di~Inis~c·d for being lazv." · " Look 
at Hobin,on: he has b<'r-n <li,missi•d f01· !wino· 
dishonPst.~' But tl1<·~P gt."lntlenH'Il haY<' ll(~ 
reali:-;pd that (•YPn if Hrnith, Brown, an>tl 
Hobin::;on Hl'(' disn1is:<Pd for tho~e eaus0~, 
thrPP othPr nv•n arc innuediatelv put into 
tht'ir plac:P~. and unPlllJ)loyn1<'nt. i~1 thP' eonl
lliUnit.v i~ neitlwr inert'a::::(•d no1' <1Pcrllu~ed 

[N r. JfuUan. 

by tlw proc<'"'• ~o -that. if Smith had lll'V<'r
lH'<>n drunk. if Brmn1 had !l<'Ycr bN•n ]a?Y. 
or if Robinsou had nPYer been di~houe:-;t, ir 
wolll<l not han' •'ff,,cted the unemployL'd 
n1arkt>t onp iotu. So vou C'an see that it i..: 
not th~ iudi,,idual hut" the communitv mon 
thau anything· pj,;e that is responsible. A< 
f :-:aid bPfore, Ullfllllployn1£>!1t is 11101'(' than 
anythin~ Pl>e t!H' in<'Yitable outoom<' of mu· 
c·apitali::::ti<· :-:ystPnl to-day. For infitance, if 
rlw, prodw•t of any industry is RPllinp: ut 
a hig·h pricP. imnH:diat('ly those engagPd in 
that indrt>try proePPcl to produr·e as rapic!ly
a..: po"'~ihl('. and a~ nLan;.r workm011 a:-:. ean 
he found an• PlnpJoyPd in the occut>ation c·t' 
producing- that hig-h-pricl'd article for profit .. 
..\~ :--Ul'f' a~ thP ~Hll ri~PS, th£' time will COllH' 
wlwn yon \Yill havt' oyer-production. You 
v;;·i11 lwv(~ a ~lut· in thP tnarkf~t. and with a 
glut in thl' markP1· tlw output mn"r b., 
lnHnPdiat.t1 ly di1ninishecl, and, of course. yon 
have workPrs unemployed again. This thin£'; 
g·ol'~ on in a eycl{' just like the wcathPr, anJ 
"~:ill (·ontintu• so long a~ you have producti"'n1 
for profit. And, of eourse. what io tnw nf 
o1w induf'trv is 1-ru0 of other industriP:-<. 
\YhPn that ~ort of thing· happens in a nnm
ll{'l' of iudw'"trics, iu~tead of in one indust1·~. 
vou ·gt't what i~ kno\Yil a:-~ an industrial cri-si:'. 
~rith, "·boh"'~aJP unPmpJo:_vnl0Dt; ·and you gt't 
the' grPat P<·<moinie wa~tt· \vhieh follows in th{' 
-wakn of UJH~lll ploynlf'llt. Tn Qutl<•nsland, one 
of the additional difficulti~s in soh·iJ1g tlw 
nnPlnployPd vroblf'ni iR the seasonal occupa
tions. You ha.YP your l:'iUgar. your nl{'at. and 
,vour ~IH~aring· aJJ C'onring on at various tinH\:' 
of t.he Yt\tll\ and ir n1ak{'s it more diffiC'ult to 
,o!Yn the Ll!H'mployPd qu!'stion. I say that 
wP lutYe to fact' thi~ position. and ·do :"'Otl1f'

tlling" to :ndni1nisc· it. bPcausP, fl.O long a:-~ 
:von haYP a utpitalistie systen1. you {'annot.A 
re-nlOVf' nn<:'niploynJC'nt as a ·whole; hut ~nu 
eau df•\-i:--P a schPnH' to l't'1110dv or 1nininri~t~ 
unr>rnph)ynwnt during· thP tran;itional period 
fron1 e~tpitalistie to socialistiC' produetion. 
:\oboclv ('an :'ulnnit anY con<'rc>te s<'hPnle fo.t· 
Lh'alin~ \Yith thi' matt<;!._ but I am quit0 >'1!1'<' 
that 1iny wPII organi,;ecl State can Pmhark 
upon ePrtain national work in ~n<'h a 1J'LlY 
a~ to 1:uak{~ fo1· tht' adYan<'t'Inent of thP indi~ 
Yidua! and of th<' State itself. \YP might 
<'mbark upon public estatE's improv<:'nwnt, 
suC'b a~ thn pr1~paration of farniR, thP con
::-tl'udion of nutin roadf'. and the conHtruction 
of d<'vPlopmeutal railways. TherP ehoukl not, 
in Iny opi11ion, he onf' nnen1ploypd 1nan in 
thi~ country if wP 01nbarked upon propt'·r 
devr•Jopinf'ntal sehetnPs, prPparatory to open
ing up thi;; country a' it ohou!<l b0 opened up. 
Then ther<' i' auotlJPr Jirection in which W<' 

u1ight strik<• out. \YP n1ight consider whetht.\r 
it \Hmld not he po~sible to compel la.rg-e pM
toral (•ornpa.nies to Ptnploy more white IIlt•n 
in~t<'ad of blaekft>llows. as they do at [H"C'<l'lJt: 
and not only thP private landowners. h1t 
thl' Rrat<' it,,df ,!Jould adopt this policy. 

:\1r. FHY: Do yon include thP StatP m 
that? 

:.\Ir. :\f("LL.\X: I inelnde <'YNybody. 

:.\l1·. FHY: The Stat<' i' on0 of tlw Pm ploy er< 
of blw:k laboue on the ,tations to-day. 

:\lr. :\lf'LL~\X: \YP mav well eon>-id,,,. 
how far Wl' 111a.y ~o towa~·ds 1naking th~ 
pa:-;tora}it"Jts do what the 1nining 1nagnatP. to 
~OlllP PXtPnt. -dot''=' to-day-e1nploy UlOrt' ·whit<). 
111en in p:t·oportion to th0 area an(l the v-a1uc~ 
of ]Jj, holdi;w-. Tlw same thing- might apply 
to big- :-.ug-ar pla.ntatiou:-~. .A .. t e(•rtain ~f'a~\'n..; 
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YaluaJJ!p plantations ,honlcl not bc• pNmittct! 
to lie idiP a~ manY <lo~or rathc>r thev 
,houlcl not IH' workP<i by brown, black, an~! 
brineliP labour '" thPy art:' at tn·e•,;c>nt. Thc• 
:--ugar iuJu~try is n1aintained nlO!-'tly by tlw 
people iu tlll' Southern States, becan~e it is 
:-;uppo~t·J to be ·workt•d as a white-labour 
inclu,tr)·. It is a dPplorahle fact that at the 
prt':-'Pnt tinH' th{'l't' ar<:"' too nlaJIY black:-<, 
hro,Yn~. and hrin<~Je.;,; pngaged in it. l "'ndPr 
this ,eJwnw I bela•yc• ''"" \\'oulcl lw abk to 
do ~Ollll'thing in thP direction of lun·ing· 11101'-t' 
whit<' lllt'n Pl11Jlloyed ln tliP culth·ation of 
>ugar in thP ::\'orth than has hitbPrto bel'n 
t hL' c U::-P. Th('ll '' (' JHjght consider the <:>as<' 
of 1nining cotnpanjp._.:.;_ .At prC>sPnt. tninino· 
COlll}HHliP-;-;, HCC'ONling to the-ir Ul'PU, are ~Hl~ 
po:-ed to f'mploy a ePrtain rnunlH.'T of IIH'll. 
l'nforrmwt<·l~-. tht•rp arP big frPPhold copp('l" 
Y(•uture~ and <>oal vpnturp;;; ·whi('h ar0- uot 
undt'r tl.Htt rf)l'i}Hm-..ihility. and it rnight 1vell 
lJp C'(Jlt:iHh•rt•J whPth0r wP eanuot .do anv
thinQ; in ~lw d~rC'etit;n of n1aking tho1'1<' lWop]p 
TllUll thl'll' llllUP~ lll~t<':td of boJdincr thPIIl 
likL' ·• dog·=-- in tlw Ulallgt'r " a::~ the-1~ do at 
pre"'nt. Tht'll, it mig·ht well bP co;I,idNNl 
wlH•thPr thl' Go\ (~l'Ullll'llt, in a<lYancincr 
tno1wy to tllltlli('ipa1itiPs and :--.hirf's, ~houla 
not <lo ~o ou <·oudition that th<•ir dP,~eiop
lJWUta l and iniprOYPtnen{- ·work should coiu
<•icle with that p0riocl of thc• YC'al' whPn then• 
is a ~urplu:' of ,,-orkPr:, in 'various occupa
tion~. ThPsP thing-s arC' \Yell \Vorth consider
ing;. I hPliL'VP, a:o; a l'P-;u1t of thc•m wn 
eoulcl eyo]yp a tiChl'nH' which woulcl 'tcm
Jl.orarily, at ]P,:st, >oln• the unemployPc't qut>s
twn. In adchtwn to all that, :;omethirw 
n~ig;ht lw .. dC?IH' towards_ proYidiug a ~<'hc-nH1~ 
~·Itht•r .:\atHHWi 01' ~tatf'--·-Of Ullf'Ulp}oy(•d 
llhUrancP. J bf'li('YP this is. a nlatter niort> 
within tlw proYim•p of tlw Commomn•alth 
GoYPI'IHtH'nt than of th(• State- GoYC>rnntent: 
hut until yon g·f't a Labour GoYC'rnnlL'llt iu 
powPt' in the• FeclPI'a I Parlianwnt, th0r0 i>' 
not lllll('h hop<' of g'Ptting a ;·whPnlf' of that 
kimL 

J\Ir. :1lORG.\X : \\'h;;· clitl you not ·do it 
'"" lH•n yon '' t'l'{' iu p<>'YPl' in the ( 'ounnon~ 
wealth·., 

:\lr. ::lll'LL.\X: \\'p cuuHot wait for it '" 
:hat tltP RtatP ua~: .... t do ~OHll)thing in .th<' 
IHterYal. In l'Pplv to Hl\' friend I Inio·bt. 
'tat<' tlJUt. had tl;,, Laho~u· parry' rt•mair~ed 
111 po\vt~T long· Pllougli, th<\V would havP .donP 
:;onwt hiug. The~- ermlcl not do pyerything 
in a day. 

::Ill'. ::lfOJW.\X: Thu ,ame~ old cry. 

::llr. :\H'LLA::\': I haYc a <Ji,rincr ohjl'c·
!iou. of f'our~:·· to any :o:cht•nw of uu0111ployPd 
In.•qtratH'<' \Yllll'h \Yould hP of a eoutrihutorv 
natlll'{\ ~o far a~ the• worker is <·oncernf'd. 
\YhoPH'l' contribute''· f claim that the work<'!' 
>lwulcl bt ah"<JiutPly PXPmpt from any con
tJ·ibution to all Illl0mployn1Pllt insuralll'L' 
fnn<l. 

::.\lr. ( 'OH~ER: ( )r to Ullythjug P1~P. 

:\h. :\H'LLAX: :\.Jo,t writPrs to-claY eon
t<·nd that r•ach indnstry "'hould ht• rP:'Jl'~n~ihlf' 
fnr it..:; owll HJH'nlplov(~d. The Swi~s ;.;v.,tPnl 
pradie all~- prcn-idPs fZH· that: but that ,;~IH'nll' 
eoui.rJ he• r·arril'd out in Queensland only in 
n ruodjf1Pd fonn, hPcau~<' rnanv of our indu:-;.
tries art' in thPi r infancY. and" thPY tllight l1P 
<'aJlt)d upon to nwPt f-ht) Pxpen~L'''"' ;)f tlH' 
1nwmployuwut at a rwrlod of tlu_)h• Pxi~tL~ll<'P 
whfiH tlwy wight hP Iea~t able to hPar it. 

Tlw coll<'cti n• "'(·!IC'l!Ie is the be~t. I n'tead 
of eadl lH~ing r<·~pousible for· its own, all 
indu~rr,- IIIight he• callc·d upon to b0ar thl' 
brunt of th<· <'XPP!l'f' of all unmnploynwnt. 

:\lr. :\IonG.\X: \nrat would you clo 'rith 
rlh' UII('lll]lloyablc" 

:\Jr. :\H'LLA::\': I will deal with that at 
a latt·r .-..tagc•. Dr. Zaeker, an uuthority on 
thP JHattt>l', \Yho \va::; an insurance officPr in 
GPrmaJJv \\ldch ha~ done rnorP in th0 n1atte1· 
of nnPt~J11loy.r•d insuranf'e than any othPl" 
eounrry- :'ays-

··. CnPrnployni<'nt of a purely iudn:;trial 
orig·in. "·}1ich i~ an inPvitable consC'qnt•n<'P 
of c·apitali~ti" production, can only lw 
n!ltig-atPd--rwrhaps can lH' supprt':--~P.d
ln· till in~uraHcf' of whi('h the <'OHtribu
ti'ou:-; arP paid by the 1nasters. of iudu~
ti'Y. _\uy different svstem which tend~ 
to. lmreh•it otlwr shouickrs with thP cost 
of in:-:urall<'<' against nnemploytnent is 
illogical."' 

In my opiuion, then, our nnctnploycd s.houJ.<1 
lH· proyie!Pd for, in the main, by the indus
triPs of QuPPm!and, and if th('l'<' he> any 
ddieie•ue~·. that dPfir·iPncy ~hOt!ld lw wade up 
from the- <·on~olidatPd l'{'Vf"llUe. ThP l"Pa.son 

for Jnakjng- tlw con~olidated rt•vcnne rP-;pou
:-ibk fnr whatPYPr shortag0 there Inig·ht bt~ 
j, that tlw nation should b" rDsponoible---~ 
tlw Rtat<' "hould hl' rcspousiblo~and inter
(~~tL·d in Plirninatiug ratll('r than r0Iit•ving 
lliiPil!plo~·nH•llt. \Yhat we want is to haYD no 
HJJPllllllon•d. ratlwr than to bf' {'onstantlv 
n)liPY.ini unPinpioynwnt. }fr. Knibbs. in ~ 
tr<•ati"" of his on the matter. hit tlw nail 
on th<' he•acl wlwn he said~-

•. l ~nPnlployntPnt i:-; evidpucc of dt>ft.~_·
tive :-;oeial orp:anisation. and :-:houl<I ht> 
<·orrt'c'tC'd l1y in1proving org·nni:"ation 
rat!H•r than by rPm<'dyiug it.'' 

That i, rlw l""inon I tak<• up. \Yhat we 
want to do i:-; to crPate ~uch a condition of 
aff'air~ a" \vill rc•movp th0 can:-;p of unf'nlploy
lJIPJlt :-:.<o that WP shall hayp nolH\ ratlwr than 
to <-·rPatt>- a :-:ehPUlP for rprnedying it. In 
fnrthPI' 'l!Jlf!Ol't of that. I will g·.iy" an 
opiuiou of a 'vpry pr01nin~·nt actuary. thP 
JH'l'sidPnt of tlw Loudon Institute• of Actu
:nit•:-;. 'idln. !)(•fol'P that boclv ('Urlv thi~ V('Hl' 
>aiel · ' · ' 

" l T lH'fll ployment in~ura!l<'() i"' uaturalJv 
'till iu irs i1;fancy, but it iB pal't of th~· 
na.tio11ai ~c 1.JPHH~ of insurancP. Tlh~ cor
n·C't ('a1c·ularion of its ratC'R of pn~1niun1 
i~ ct•rtainly an actuarial nHtttPt'. and 
thvrPfon' lt n1u:;t 800n(•r or lat<>r eonu· 
"ithin rlw pun-iPw of tlw institutp if it 

t'HIJ LP eontriYP·cl at all. It ~C'<'Hl~ to nH:-. 

tlwt human uud pxtrahurnan a~t>ncies 
1 ~olhie~. ~trik<'s. etc., on the OlH' han<L 
and trad(• C'Y('1f's on tlw other· CH"<' di:-;.
tnrbiu.u.· agPn--cil'p; too lUlCt)rtain for "'''ienct~ 
1 :) ntPa:--tn'(' their 0ffect and too powprful 
to ! H) upg·}p('te<l. Th0 aitn of societ:r: 
-..iwuld hP to lC':-;~('11 unenlploynl(>Ili or to 
aholi-lr it. if po"ible, by social and indu~.
tria.I l"Pfornl. ,.rathf'r than to pu,,- for it 
lJy 1ll"lll'::t1l<'P. 

l-IH·Injdo\IllPllt. no doubt. is a ~·t't"H1" Ini:-:
fortutJt'. rH;t only to tiro indiyiclu;tl, hut to 
ll1P ('Ortlnmnity. ~-\s a result of UlH~lnploy
Ill('llt you ha vc• phy:.;ical~ n1ental, and ntoral 
dPtPrioration. Th(\V aJ"<' undoubt(•div the· 
ofF8prlu~ .... of tllH'llll;loynwnt: and, iu ~ addi
tion, )Oil haYL' di:o.f'a~<'. de:-;titution. (1(~~pair, 

M1·. M1rllan.] 
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and dPath. They all follow in the wake of 
unemployment, and the cost of any schemE', 
no matter how great, by which we can avert 
this social calamity, would be repaid a 
rhousandfokl. In fact, if we could onlv 
remon• the cause of unemployment, and, 
naturally, the· consequences of _unemployment, 
·"·" would really transform socrety. 

At nine minutes to 5 o'clock p.m .. 

'Tlw SPEAKER said : Order ! The hon. 
member has exhausted thQ time allowed 
him by the Standing Orders. 

ThP RECHRTARY FOR AGRH'L~LTCRE: 
1 beg· to nlovc:--

.. That tlw hon. mPmlwr for Flinder• 
b0 granted an extension of tin1o. '' 

·flnPfotion put. and the HousP rlivicll•d

.hEs. ~4. 

~Jr. Armfi<'lcl 
., Bertra1n 

Carter 
Collins 
CoopC'r, F. _\, 
Cooper, W 
CoYnP 
FiiH•llv 
"li1olev · 

.. For£ie 

.. .. Gilda,\· 
.. Gillks 

Hanla(•n' 
Huxhan1 
.lnmPs 

.. Kirwnn 
Lnnd 

1!r .. \pjl<'l 
Banu·s, \L H. 
CIJl'SPl' 

ElJlhinHton(' 
Frv 
Gtinn 
Ho<lf.tP 
}] H(·n rtury 

}fr. Lnrt'omlw 
.. Lt~nnon 

.. Uo~·d 

.. "Me LaC'hlau 
.\Iullan 

.. O'~ullivan 
PavnP 

. , l 1('1-Prson 

.. Hiordan 

.. Hyan, D . 
Hynn, H .. J. 

.. :O:mith 
Thomp~on 

.. \YPir 
\Y f'llinu·ton 
"'hitfO~d 

.. \Vinstanh•;v 

~OES, 1.). 

)fr. 1lnr!.!'an 
Petri(~ 

.. Holwl't~ 
, ;..;iz•·r 

Tavlor 
Yo;vle;-i 
\\"t1rr: n 

l.'eller.o.;: Jlr. Fr~· alHl )fr. ~iz '1'. 

Mr. :\ll'LL.\::\: To <'ontillltt' HI\' n'nwrb 
·about Ull{'nlployulent. 1 would ;.ay ·that, in a 
propt>rlv org·ani:.:;Pd sociPty in whieh 0ve-ry 
lllan wlto wantP<l '\Vork eould g-Pt v;,·ork, and 
l'YPrY uwn who '\vnu1d not \.York. ~tl('h a~ tlH' 
('U}Jif-ali~tie parasit('K, '\\PrP 1uadP to work. 
c:mnfort. intellig-Pnc(•, aud produ(·tion '\Yonld 
!Jp iiH'l'f'HSC'd l'llOrillOU:;;:,}y, ( 'onfiJ.('ll('P in hi:; 

ability to seC'Ul'(' en1plo~·n1P11t would n1ake n 
man willing to acc<>pt -dntiPo whieh to-day he is 
<·orrlpPllPd to PYadP. To~dav it it-- a conunon 
thing to hear biaRscd judg{·~ and ill-informpcl 
]pgislators say that all industry cannot bear 
thP r.traiu of Rhortf'r hourf: and higher '\Va.gf's: 
hut, if A(wiety wPre properly organi;;;Pd, so 
that <·vPrybody who waute<l work eouJ.d p;Pt 
it. and all tlw capitalisti(' para:-;ites W{'l'P 

<·ompPliPd to do tlwir shm·P. thPrP would h<' 
lJC> ·difii('Ltlty in r0ducing thP hour' of employ· 
rneut. ns '\VPll a:-; inC'rc•asing wagP~ in ;;:.uch 
" way '" would <'nabl<' tlw worker to live 
<lt'c<•ntlv. and in comfort. "Knibl"" shows 
that in. the unions of A_u~tralia. at thP t'nd 
of eaeh quartPr for 1917, tlwrP was 7 per 
<·ent. of nnPmployed. If you takP 0aeh quar· 
t<'l' for t hf' ~·pus 1915, 1916, 1917. and 1918. 
you will find that the um'mployf'd in An>· 
tralia <luring that pPriod was equal to 6.9 

[il£1·. Mulla11. 

pN· ccnt.-practically 7 per cent. was con
tinually unemploy<•d. Ther<>forc productivity 
could be increased by 6.9 per cent. if thosp 

unemployed were given <>mploy· 
[5 p.m.l ment. I hop<', at all events, that 

something will be done to removn 
the unemployment evil. I hope that Parlia
ment. as indicated in the Gov<>rnor's Speech, 
before> it rises. will -do something to prevent 
a rep<>tition of the unemployed that I have 
seen during the last rece,;s. The " '\Vorker " 
n<'wsparwr recently, writing on the unem· 
ployed question, made use of these 1Yords--.. 
1 qnite agr<'e with them-

" OnP unemployed man is .a reflection 
on a country ... t\vo are a ~l,iRgracf'. and 
any IUOl'(' a national danger. 

That su n1s np tlH' situation Yery tPrs£>ly. '\V P 
1nu:-.t llPYf'l' again allow thP \Yorkers to lw 
the playthings of the Mount ::\Iorgan, Hamp· 
dPn. or ::\Iount Elliott eompanies and othm· 
capitali~tie prufit-rnongt'ring nlaC'hint\s ill 
thi~ State. Provh:ion rnust bt~ n1a.de for 
th<>m. regardless of whether thos<> companies 
are working or not. '\Vhy should th<> un
omployP<I workPrs of th<> State ht' comp<:llt>~! 
to sit down on a '" ten hob a week ration 
whih• th<' din'ctors of thPsP great companies 
ar~ 1narldng tinlL' in Sydney "'··hile the n1intl~ 
an\ ~hnt down? That sort of thing is not. 
fair .aucl ::-quarP. ...\ Govcrnrnf'nt that i~ 
worthv of thP <'onlidence of the <'lector, and 
<l Go~·PriJilWUt tl1at '\VUllt:-'. to rL\tain that, 
('onfi<lPnc·P. a~ I lwlif'Yf' thit-i GoYerruuent 
"·ant~ to do, 1nn~t do ROlllf'thing· to reinoYP 
thP uHPmploycd evil. Thf' •Gewernnwnt havP 
prom i~Pd to do ~otnething· during this se~~ion 
ro soh<' thP qu('stion, and to pr<'cludf' th<' 
po~:-:ihilit~" of any few nten in any industry 
taking thP profit~ from the workers and 
tlwir fatuilit'~. whilP at the ·sante timP they 
H·rvP out to thP workers jw;;t '\vhat~ver they 
likP. This GovPrnn.Ient haYP over and over 
again attPrnptPd to prov<' that a workC'r has. a 
ria:ht to ]ivP. So far it is a lllPl'P tlworetieai 
riP,·ht that tht• \~orker ha~. hut '\VC' \Yant 
to n1akP it practi('al. BY<>ry \\·orker should 
ha n' thP right to work and tlw rip;ht to lin'. 
and th<' dnt\" dPvolvP~ on this GoYernn1011t 
and on l'Y<'r,: GovPrrnnent to 1nakP adequat<' 
})l'OYi:-.ion to. g'iYe \vork to every 1Norker. I 
know of nothing vd1ieh inflicts greater har·cl
:--hip upon a ·~,-vorker, and also indir('ctly 
llJHlll so{'iPty than thP eursp of \l!H'mploy· 
lliPnt. ThPrP has bPen a dislo('ation of indu~
try for thr· past (i,·p yPan "" the remit 
of th<' \Yat·. and it Inak<• it 1110re i1nperativ<> 
tha11 PH'r that we bhonld do sonH'thing to 
:--olYP the· UlH"'lllp1oy('d quc't..tion at the prt~~('nt. 
tlnw. Oul' ~olLliers ar0 being rapidly dP
nlobili:-0<l. unU tL" a rc'-..ult they are being 
thrown upon the lahom market. and thf'y 
will hP di<placing othPr men who will tlwn ho 
thnn.cvn on the lahonr rnarket. )len'~ pa~sionl' 
aro iuliallwd as the· rPsult of tlw past ftY<' 

v<>ar~' horror. and thev will not ::,ulnnit thenl
~Plv~)~ to a ~v~tern of :--low Rtarvation. and 
I do not blar;u, tlwm. I tru;;t that the· Go· 
Yt'l'Illllf'llt tYill ·clo f-OlllPthing to solYC' thP 
qttf".,tion thi:-' l"ession. and. to rPJwat 'vhat I 
f-..aid Pal'liPt' in n1~· i-ipPech, any GoYPrnntent 
that nPglPct' to deal \lith or soln~ the uu
<'lll]lloy<'d problem will find that it is only 
a matt<'l' of tinH' whPn the unemployed 
of a c·ountr,v. Pspecially at thif:! critical pPriod 
in out· histon·. will <IPal with tlll' Gov<>rn· 
ll!Pilt it,p]f. • 

\rould now likP to nwk(l a ft-w rPlnark:.-; 
on the <JlH>otion of tlw Arbitration Court 
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and tlu) co~t of liYing. .Although arbitration 
is the po]i<'~· of this party, no 1uan can den:v 
the faet that arbitration. as WP have it 
to-day. has beC'n thC' eause of great dis--atis
faction. ThP ballot' takC'n by the Australian 
V>orkprs· l'nion, tlw S<>anwn's "Cnion. and bv 
tlw nwmbPrs of the Australian :Yieat Industry 
Emplo~·<•es' "Cnion. have disclosPd tllC' fad 
that thPre is a strong difference of opinion 
among th0 workers ;,f thiB StatP, and thP 
'vorkPr:'l of Australia. in rPgar·d to tllP C'On~ 
tinuant'e of arbitration; and I an1 satisfir>d 
that, unl0ss arbitration is placed on a dif
fe-rent footing:, then arbitration i~ not going 
to SUCC'ePd. 

~Ir. FRY: \Vhat footing would you "ug
_f!('H? 

:\Ir. :vn:LL\:::\: :Vl:v friC'nd as!" ml' wlwt 
footiug I would sugg0st. Some peopiP 'a~· 
that wt' ~hould haYe a living wage ~calP. 
\Vhy. the ,JavPs "'Pre entitled to a !iviug 
in tlw loug-, dim. distant past. 'flw ~lave,; 
ahvavs had to be fpd, s.o a n1an iF- not 
askiJ;g for too much wh0n lw asks for a 
liYing "\vagP. In fact. when you a~k for a 
living ·w·agC'. you are not getting Yery fae 
ahead of the ,Jan• on this question. You 
are not n•rv mueh ahea<l of the ol<l da:vs of 
slaverv. ~lr. R'·an, in his hook OJl thl' 
·· Livi.ng \Yag0."~ say~-

,, To co1npPl a rr1an to "\York for lt'"~ 
t.han u living· "\'i'age is as trnly an In
jw•tic<' as to pick his pock<'t.'' 

Tryinp; to force men to work for !""" than 
a liYing wage while at the t,alllC' tirn~ pick
ing their pockets by profitcoring is nothing 
but an injustiC'C'. Then, again. Philip P,now
{len, the Engli&h Labour 1nan, says-

" The d01nand for a liYing "\vagc i:-: 
not a ckmand for full justice." 

The hon. m<'mbPJ' a while ago askNl "hat 
footing I suggP~tC'd. l o~u1 te1l tlw hon. 
member that th0 Labour platform providPs 
for securing to the worker the full proJuct 
of his indu,try. \VIwn the Arbitration Court. 
judge baHe:; his awards on the n1cre liYing· 
wage, lw is not carryinp; out the policy of 
the Labour mm·emPnt. which ~avs that tlw 
labourC'r mn>t secure the full 'produet of 
his industry. That is the irrPducible mini
mum to which each workPr is entitled. The 
svstem of arbitration cannot last if it. does 
ltot come up to that standard. 

Mr. FRY: How will you bring it about? 

:Mr. :YH'LLA~: I haY<' just told you what 
tlw Labour mo\·ement provides. 

~Ir. FRY: You ar0 just makinp; a stat"
nwnt. You arc not saying how you will 
bring it about. 

:Mr. :.'II"CLLAX: The object of the Labour 
movement is to se~ure t;, th0 worker the 
full results of his industrv. If arbitration 
does not g-iye that to the .. wealth prodncpr, 
thC'n arbitration fails to fulfil the condi
tions ai'h•d for in the Labour platform. 

:Mr. FRY: How are you going· to do it? 

~Ir. :Yl"CLLAN : If mv friend will be 
quiet and patient, he will perhaps hear 
something to his advantage. The prc<ent 
metho.d of arbitration does not attempt to 
give the worker the full resnlts of his in
dustry. IY0 know that again and again the 
worker is compelled to go into the witness
box. and to go into disgraceful details as 
to what it costs to keC'p his wife and family. 

Ill' ha' to gi\0 a lot of humiliating detaib 
in ~upport of hi;-; cJ.s<' for a living v.;age. 

::\lr. PETRlE: \Yho pa"Pd the Arhitration 
.\et·: 

:\Ir. :\H'LL.\:::\: I am just pointing out
that th<> Arbitration Act has had. a trial. 
hut it "\vant:-o: anl(_)nding now. r~rhe wPakn(•;:;:-: 
of tlw Arbitration Court to-dav is that Olll' 

l1ody award:'- a vnt~f', and another body. out
sidt> the eontrol of the court, ha« th<' right 
to Ya ry or vYi pP out that "\V age. _._-\ worke·e 
1na v g~1 t an inci·easfl of 5R. a Vi"eek. and 
bodi<< beyond the juri-.diction of the court 
art• ablo to nullify those wages. I have 
<'vidPncc of that lwrc. :Mr. Justic0 ::YicCawleY 
in on0 of hi:-: rPer•nt jndg·ments dealing 1vith 
th0 bakf'l'i'. ,aiel-- · 

.. 'flw pfrorts of the <'ourt to maintain 
or i IuproYc· tl1P :'.tandard of liYing of mu
ploy<'<'' is c·onstantly bPinp; frustrated hy 
arbitrar;v incrpa:-;cg in the ~elling prieo 
of c•ornnHHlitit\s. SonH?- 111eans 1nav C'on
ceivalll.' he adopted. to standardi~e the 
pri~"' of mo;t of. if not all, the JWC<:'>-· 
sari<>s of life. so that incr0ases in wage'. 
if giYPn .... houlcl be real, not nominal." 

:\Ir. ,Ju,tie<' :\Ic{'awlcv se0s the flaw. aJJ<l 
n•ali:-<•-< tlw wa~· iu wl!ich that flaw may be• 
In(~t. and n P Hiust do Rornething to meet .it~ 
liPrG is a glaring· cas0 of how the effort' 
of the> Arbitration Court arP thwarted by tlH• 
<•a•ploy<'r> of labour. In giving his judgnwm· 
in tlw bakc•rs' case, ~lr. Ju>tice :\1c('awk\· 
~~· . 

.. To th<' ma,t<>r bak<'r the increas<' 
lnPa n~ a ~!.'r<'at deal. In the proC'eeding:
lPading up to th<' last award. I had bP
for<> lll<' the figure,; of a profitable busi
lH''''• in "hieh the baker sold well OY<'l' 
30,000 loaye,; [>Pr week, and 0mployed not 
Jllor<' than tPn bakers. To that bakC'J' 
the in<'.rPa~e::~. in 'vagps and the granting
of tlH• wPL•kly holiday the award pr<•
"'rilw<l <'lltail an added Pxpense of about
c£2 pel' WPPk: the increas0 of ~d. per loaf 
would add .£62 pC'r week to his receipt,. 
Should the employees' claim now put for
'"ard be· g-rant0d in full, it would involv<' 
an outlay of .£5 pC'r wePk extra. Thc· 
wag<'' nO\Y r<•epived by the bakers em
ployPcl eonkl be doubled without depriv
ing· him of tlw full ben0fit of the contri
lmtion of ~d. JlPr loaf, which he Pxacb 
fron1 the eonsunwr." 

That i:-; a idaring· casP. Mr. Justicl'· 
::VlcCawlev. in his award of 3rd :March. 
grantl'll th0 uH'n 0mployed by this particu
lar firm an in<·rPtlS<' of £2. This firm turner! 
out 30,000 loaYes Jlf'r week, and they imnw
diatcly inneasC'd tlw price of bread ~d. )101' 

loaf. whieh brought them in £62 10s. )WI' 

week with .vhich to meet the additional 
a ward of £2 pl'r \Yeek. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICT:LTFRE: A Jittlr• 
oyer! 

::'\Ir. :\H'LLAX: A littl<> o\·N ~ Even allow
ing for a lat0 additional award of .£5 !'"'' 
W<:'C'k. that partif'ular firm in Brisbane, which 
is turning out 30,000 loaves per week, i~ 
making an additional sum weekly of £55 
10s. or £2.888 y0arly, over and above th<' 
profits they wPJ'e making before this award 
\\~as made> at all. Imagine the Pxtraordinar~· 
profits that ar<> being made by the wholP 
of the balwrs of Brisbane in providing tlw 
peoplP of Brisbane with bread ~ This is one 
Pxample of the profiteering p;oing on. H!'rt' 
,,~e haye a case of one employ(~r increasing< 

JJf r . .iJ!Iu lla n. J 
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hi::- lucotllt1 £60 pr-r WC'Pk. vrhibt hi:-. L'lnployeP:.-
only incrNlRf' tht•irs by 10s. ppr Wi..'Pk. ;o;o 
long a~ we pernrit of profitPPrinp: Oll that 
!·xtC'n~iYP ~walt'. so long \vi1l l\'P tind it YPry 
diffic-ult to dPal with tht> f]LH''tion of arbitra
tion. _\!-- f'vidPrwe of the failure of arbitra
tion owing to tlu.• profiteering prodivitips of 
certain claAS('f'. in thP corrunuHity~:\Ir. \Y. 
:\f. :\Iurphy, the L:ndt>r Sef'rdar:-· ·fm Labour 
in Victo1·ia, in dealing with wage•:-~ and pri<'l)., 
iu Al..htralia. ha~ shown that. ,,-hi1:;:.t \vagP~ 
aud pri<·t~~ in Australia han• incrpa~Pd 39 
ptor C'l'Ilt., thP cost of liYing ha~ ine1·east~·d 50.7 
}H'l' C(•nt. ~h<nving that thf' work~·r Waf-1 11.3 
Jl<'r c·ent, wm·'e off in 1916 than lw wa> in 
1901. \Y c know from figure' o.ubmitted b~
,. Knibbs'' that tlw cost of liYing i, almost 
unla"arable to the aYeragc fmnily. Th<> 
U\'("1'Ug'l' for AnF>tralia has iucrr'a~('d <luring 
th" perio<l of the war alon0 ':2.2 rwr cPnt., 
and in thi~ ~tate of ,,onr~--it i:-. no US(' di:-:
gui"'ing the fact--it in{·reased by as n1uch a~ 
00 per f'ent. during the year;:.; of war: so that 
the worker i~ being exploit0d. and i:-; rN·eiY
inp: vractically nothing in conqHtri~on wit~1 
thP incrcast' of wages. and. unk>o till' Arln
tration Court is clothed with additional ptnYPl' 

to enab!P it to gin' an aware! whi<'h will h<' 
an ('fT(•ctive award, and not a nonrinal award 
<~' it is to-day. >Ye arP bound to fail. An:-· 
;.;v~tPin of arbitration will fail if Wf' })('l'nlit 
o~f th0 passing on of th(' a\\ard. To pern1it 
of tbe passing of tlH.-· cnvarr1 111a<lP on to 
the workers. thf'nl~clv<?" i~ tlw w0c1k spot 
1n onr arbitration ~;:stenl. l..Pt llH' giye 
anothPr glaring <•xampk of it. In tlw eoal
tnining- tli~pnh) of 191U. tTudgP EdnlOIHl"' gun) 
an iucreas0 in nlinPrs' wagPs of 15 pPr CP!lt .. 
which rcpr<''Pnte-d about .. £390.000: hut lw 
-iwm0diatf•lv allo'''r-c-1 the• coalownpr~ to .iu
{Tea,,,:, tht• ·pricP of coal 3~. pt•r tun. whi('h. 
on the ba:':-i~ of thP consun1ption of coaL 
rppresented an inc:reasp in tlw prier- of tlult 
J>roduct of .£1,350,000. So that. aft0r mcPt· 
ing tlw a;vard of Judge Ethuond~. equal to 
"£390,000, the mineoWnPJ'S WPl'P still ablP to 
makC' an cx<·pss profit of £960.000. l\ow thi, 
soTt of thing cannot go on: it cannot bP 
allowPd. It ha>' b0e11 urged by thl' Dthcr ><ide 
that many industri<'s will not be able to pay 
if till' >nn·kcr rPceiYCS the full product of his 
iudu6tn. I saY that tlw industrv ,,-hich is not 
ablP to' pay the \Yorkcr tlw f,;ll product of 
his labour is hardly worth botlwring with in 
this country. Mr. Justice IIig·gin' laid it 
down long· ago in his fa1nous .a\.Var.cl in con
llCCtion '' ith the Broken Hill Company that 
if it was a calamity that that hi>torical mine 
l'hnuld close down, it would b<> a greater 
calamity that m{)n should be underfed and 
dt>graded. That is the position I take: and 
I sav that. if it is necessary to conduct a cer
tain. industrv in the interests of societv, ancl 
that industry will not pay. it is not tlw 
workers who should suffer, but the community. 
Ir is obYious that a radical change must bP 
made in the wholP conduct of arbitration as it 
stands to-day. This party stands for arbitra
tion. It ic ju><t as well that we should under
stand that the mere pa£sing of an Arbitration 
Act---the mt're registration of a particular 
brand of arbitration-does not fulfil the plat
form of the party. I say that any Arbitra
tion Act which falls short in its object of 
securing to the' worker the full product of 
his industry fails to meet the conditions of 
tlw pledge. to whic·h I haY<' subscribed. I 
know that you cannot do everything in a 
day: I knov; political advancement is cyo]u
tionary; hut it is no use thi~ party ·di~~uiBing 
the fact that W<' must face thi,- acute 
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proble-m. ThP workc'r' all on'r Quc>f'nsland 
and "\ustralia to-day are clividPd upon tht> 
<}UL'~tion a'-' to 'vlwtlwr arbitration ha~ 
_ginlll thPill 'Yhat tlwy PX]l0<'tt>·fl fl'Olll it. 
Ancl if it fails to gin• tlwm what th<'y l'X)lN't 
antl Yrhat clParl~· \Ye undPr4anrl tlwy C'xpeet
tltP full product of their indn,try-tlwn they 
ar·e going to turn arbitration do\.Yll. There is a 
con~titutional 'i-ntv in \Yhich it can b(' turned 
down no doubt: that i, bY Labour in conven
tion: hut. before' thPv r~sort to that cou""' 
I l10pc> that now we; hav0 tlw opportunity 
wp shall takP it, ami. if possible .. cJc'visP an 
"'\rbitration Act that >~ill se,·m·p to thP worker 
thP full product of his labour. Thl'rP is no 
good in talking about a liYing wage'. Thl' 
da:v i~ pa;.;.t whPn the \YOl'kPr i:-.. going to b(>: 
content with a IiYing \.Y'Hf!.'P. It n1ight hav<' 
lH·cn good <1 noug·h for his for0fathers. but 
it i~ not good f•nough to-day. ThP \Vorker 
>nmts a litlk m on'. I know that somp of th. · 
judgPs are 0YL·n f'ayi11g that the worke1~ 
>houlrl be· pPrmitt<'d to !in' in mod(·ratc 
clec<'ncy ancl comfort. I go furthPr than 
:-;aying: that there f'honld ll(' mod(>rate decency 
ancl comfort for thc> workN. HP is thP 
ercator and tlw som·c-p of all >YPalth and lw 
~houltl lH' ('lltitlt),d to at lPnst as n1uch a~ thP 
1nan for whorn l1P work:-~. Thf' :;;,tancl I an1 
goiug- to takP in thi:-: JionsP--·tlw stand I 
havf' takPll all alou~·-i~ that 1vhPu an:v Act 
t'OlllP"' aloug ih·aling -with thi::- t]UC':-<tion I 
:--hall do all iu lllY po,ypr to haYL' it franiPd 
in :--nC'h a ,, aY that it \Yill carrY out in it~ 
t'Iltin'ty the l;rincip1{':' of the- LUhour nlOVf'

InPnt. tluH i~, to ~P('l<l'P to the -..vorkPr thP 
full product of hi> indmh·~-. 

GO\'EHX)IEXT :\IE.IJBERS: liPHL hPHl': 

:\h. l'ETHIE (Tor,;J)/wl\: It i, now th<' 
third ,,-p(·k of th1' dt ~Jatp on tliP _Addn._·~s in 
Heply. ~IIHl I wa!':- C'XJH'c~ing :;;.onH' of tht• 
}Iini:-:tt•rs to re}J]y to thP critir'isnl of thl' 
l<'>Hlc•r of thP Oppn-ition. 

TiH• SECRETARY FOR AGRILTLTl'HE: \Yhat de> 
you call it·: (GoYcrmncnt langhter.j 

:\Ir. I'ETRIE: EYitlc>Htlv the>· cannot dt>
fpnd thf'i r O\nl a.chninif'tra1:ion ~url tht?y put 
up their rank ancl file to ·do it for them. 
The hon. mcmber for Flindere. who h,\:; made 
a Ycry good FlH'c,ch fron1 his point of view, 
ha.-.. madP nu attark on the E1nployer~' Feder
ation and used some private and f'onfidential 
docunwnts h0 has got possession of. Tht>, 
l'lllplo~-,_,r, we at'<' told, i,, all that is lmd, 
and he is going to do all things that are bad 
to tiH' >Yorkcr. I should like to rea-d a docu
ment that Mr. Ryan. when in England. or 
><ome of his friends on the other sidP, wer<' 
good enough to circulate. or. at all <'vents, 
on the strength of what is saicl in this docu
nwnt, a leaflet was printed in the interesh 
of a Mr. Cape, who was put up in the 
Labour interpsts. It reads-

,, THREE YEARS OF LABOl:R IGOVERX}!ENT. 

" SO)!E FACTS FH()}I AUSTRALIAX EXPERIENCE. 

" (,}ut C/18/ruul Before tl(( Labour rirtory. 

" Quec'nsland had been ruled for year,; 
up to the war by capitalists called 
Lilwrals. ' 

" Before the >var had lasted a week, 
these Liberal eabinct ministers. whilP 
promoting recrutnng. 'i-verc priYatcly 
touring the country, buying up all thP 
foodstuff> and putting up tlw prices 
50 to 100 )lc'r cent.,. 

l\.Ir. KIRWAX: What about the round robin? 
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".\Ir. l'ETH.IE: TlH· lwn. 11wmlwr, wht·ll 
. ..;lwaking the otlu•r night. said that. "\YhPu tlu• 
1li:<.torv of this war rame to bP writtPn. thos.<' 
"ho '~!pported conscription woultl hP handf'Cl 
<>Vt'r ro perdition, and I ollJ!JlOi'P that rhos<• 
)vho we~·p. anti-conseriptioui:"t~ 'vill g-r-t tlw 
\~.{ '. and f'Yery otlH'l' good thing it i" po~siblt" 
f<•r tlH•m to haYP. 

".\Ir. 1foRGAX: The irDn cro''· iLaughtt>r.) 

".\Ir. PETRIE: This lPaflN gol's on-
'· So Rvan, the Labour l{1 ader. lwg'an' 

touring the country~ ('OllPrting PYidl'lH'P 
of their deals, which h<• prudaimed PH'ry
whpre. In tPn 1nouth:::. tlwv had 1uadP 
£20.000,000. . 

'·Ten 1nonths nftt1 r tlH' bc>ginning" of 
tlw war there \Ya~ a gPnPr~;l ,plec'tion. 
with the result tha.t Hntn wm. return<>.! 
to power and was call('d upon to form u 
utini:-}try, with a 1najority of 17. 

... fiuu nslanrl .'iftr r th£ Dth(Jlfl' r itliJI'!I-
" By a Sugar Acquisition Act lw rP

dueNl sugar to JH'P-war prie0s. I-I,. took 
tlw duty off tea (and Australia i, ailqrc<l 
to lw unanin1out'ly and int'urahl7-· prott·<·
tionist), and so suppliPd thP )H'Ol>h· with 
a good quality at h. pPr lb., iustl•tHl of 
3s. 6d. or 4s. 

"He tDok 9.000.000 anPs of nll!IRl'd land 
"·ithout con1pensation. and int<•nd:-: tu 
takp 200.000,000 mor0 at tlw sam,• pril't'. 

"He rednced nlf•at from h. 3tl. to 
6~d .. and pig-iron frum £11 10s. Jll'r ton 
to £4. 

''HP has proYidPtl 872 hot~>Ps for dis
chargNl soldiPr~. and a. fa rtn (.'a(·h for 
nv0r 5.0C'O; i.l the\· dmt't kuuw how to 
farm tht'Y al'{' SU].J)!]ipd \Yith l'llll1]>' tl'llt 
t...:ar1H'r5, and paid £2 n \\{'('k, bo<Jrd 
and lodging vvhile lParning. 

'· II0 socialise<] tlw hospitah and ai>y
lnnls, :;:o us to retnoYe tlH· :--tignla of 
1>a.up0risn1 fron1 thosP who WP1"l1 , nnablt· 
to paY. Every ,,-idow had 15s. a \".PPk: 
orpha'n.s wer0 .. proYitk'cl fvr ~ ha by <·l inic..; 
\Vl'l'f~ provided; and a 1P;.ral 'vorking 
Wt;('k of forty-four ho1n·" \Ya:- t'lla('tPtl. 

'' Tlwv ha ye Stat<' trawler:". and thPir 
hauls o'f fisl! lll'ing greater· than lo~a! 
consun1ption, the f:,Urplus '\\as froZL1ll pnd 
i'Xportccl-waste and overlapping of pri
vate enterprise being aYoidNl. 

''The Coalition GoYcrnment has jn>t 
bPcn Sl'lling StatP-built and Stat<'-0\Y!lPd 
vessels back to priYate entc>rpri><'. 

"'l'hen, note tlws<' othPr food protlud'. 
a.nd how their prie-Ps were stPadietl by 
State production-

Butter was h. a lb. ; ch('{'S<'. Stl. an<l 
9d. ; honf'y, 5d. : oranges aud other 
fruit, 4d. a dozen: all thc'c \YPre sup
plied from a Stat0-socialist colony on 
the MurrumhidgeP, with a population 
of 100,000 and estahlislwd at a cost of 
£3,500,000. 

"Ryan's Se eO nil. r irtorp. 
" Of course, all these things WPre 

fiercely opposed, secretly, if not openly, 
by the capitalists, who alleged that he 
had no mandate for doing all these things. 
so Ryan decided to appPal to the people 
],<>fore his tinw was up. 'l'o m• •:t this. 
the LibPrals and To1·ip~ unirt)d against 
hi1u, ca.Jiin!S· thmust.'1Yt::3 thu Xatiulli;l and 
l'a triotic Part;.·. 
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'' ~\ llllntln•r .nf 1110:--t popHlar oHlet.)r..:; 
\Yl'r<' rPkai'P<l front tltP front to ~tand 
n:-- enndidat~'~ ng:aiui"t hirn. Tlw PrP~:-. 
Wrtf' d{•lug{•d with · athr-if:.tn.' · frt't'' lon'." 
· G-errnan g:olc1." t·tc. Xot onp wa:-. rt•
tnrnt>cl. 

'· Tlw rt'Hrlr was that RYan ca.ruP lJack 
with an inct't•asPtl majority-51 to 21. 

,; So m t ~T nr Proposals an cl {.'tJJilparisons. 

'• II<' i-3 now }n·opo~ing tu lH'nsion oft 
P\'('rvhoclv at fiftv-fiv<• las wae done in 
anci~nt l'Nu, u~tl<'l' tht· In<·a>) at tlw 
ratE' of £5 a \H·ek: whPrea.;< iu Britaiu. 
agaimt the okl age peneiou of Ss. a 
\H'ek lrt•ct•ntly incrca,.,d to 7>". 6d. l : 
p:<•uerah retin· on £3.000 a ~-f'ar. judg{•:' 
on £3.500: awl while soldi<'rs· wido\Y> 
g-Pt 12~. 6d. a. Wt'ek. l .. ady ~Iaurh• got 
£25.000. whit·lt, inn'"h•d in war loan. 
wil( gin' lwr aml Iter heirs £15 a. Wl'l'k. 

And whik tlw natriotie Briti'h Gon'l'll
nwnt gi\~cs thP so!diurs 10;;:. 6J. a week, 
thi:-::. LaLour GoY('rlllllt·nt giYes thPin £2 2s. 
a \\'Pf'k, and 35~. a \YeE'k fol' their wiYe:::: 
and 'vidow:-o. 

'' Vote• for Ca)JP. th<• Lal'lour candidate, 
alld situilar 1(•gi:;.latiun for England." 

Tlw SE~'RET.\RY FOR l'l'BLIC L\XJJS: \Y1lcJt 
Tory wrote that; 

:i\Ir. J>ETnn;: Xo T{)n. I lw\·p hPrf' tlw 
partieular;-; a" to ·whon1 'it wa~ pl'int(•d l>y. 
and >o on. I think it i, a Iittl<> bit----

".\Ir. ::YicL.\CIIL\X: On'r the odds. :Lo:Jp-b
tL'r.i 

".\Ir. PET1UE: It show>" whdt reliawc' is 
f;ouwtinH\~. phlCC'd ou ·~tah)1nent~ 1nade L....- the 
othN siclt> of tlw Hon:<l'. · 

The SECRETARY FOR .AGR!Cl:LTl'RE: \Ytittt'll 
],y a lunatic in Enp:hnHl. 

".\Ir. l'ETIUE: Yes. Inn "here' did tlwy 
g0t tl1o:-oL' ~tate1n0nt.s ': 

:i\Ir. F. A. CooPER: Probabl;· from the 
Opposition. 

".\Ir. l'ETHIF:: \Ya:< it from "Socialism 
ai work," or somPthing of th.c;t kind. pul•
Ji~llf'd by tlw IH'(·:-Put GoYPl'nlnent ': To gPt 
Lack to tlw Addre'' in Heply--

UOYERX~IEXT ".\IDIBERS: Hear, hear: 

1Ir. PETRIE: They say "Hear, lwar :" 
from the other side', but I think, in justicP 
to the Opposition, it j,; quite right that ,,.,. 
>hould wntilate rubbish of that sort and 
<'xpm'P lies of that sort that are put before, 
11ot only t.hP peoph' of Australia, hut tlw 
)!l'op]p of Great Britain. The Governor's 
Speech says·-

'' It n1u~t Le a. source of intensp grati
fication to vou th<Jt the dreadful war 
>vhich fot- ;}1ore than four vears had 
devastated the fairest portion 'of Europe> 
and had <'aused appalling- loss in !if<' 
and treasure has come to an end with 
Yictorv for the sidl' that stood for 
frl'C'dom. justice, and civilisation .against 
a formidable clwmy." . 

\Ye an' all pleased th<1t the gr('at. >Yot·ld
wide wm· .has at la~t come to an en<:!, and 11·o 
hope that we <tr<' going to -enjoy that 
fn cxlom. that jnsti~<'. and that <'iYilisation 
whidt ar(' mentioned in the SpeE>eh. But. 
whih• we> are all glad that thi:; great war 
has en<l<•rl in victon fer· Great Britain and 
the alliec;, it is dt;plor a],]e to think that. 
after all thar onr sailor:" and ;;:oldiers hayp 
done for us in f1ghring for frl'Nlom, liberty, 

llfr. Petrie.] 
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and civilisation. thev s.hould Jind iw[u,t.rial 
Hnre~<-t and tUrinoil \~·hen tbe-v ('Ollll' back to 
.\ustraliu and Qm•,•nsland. • 

1h. l'OI.LIX~: Do YOU call war r·ivili,a-
tion? " 

:VIr. PETRII~ : Hon. members do not like 
tny putting it in that way, hut I haYC' c;o1nP 

here to say <omething on the war a]](l this 
indur;trial unn•"t. \Ve tinrl tlHtt the Govem· 
nwnt in po\VC'e in thi~ State are powerlct-";:; to 
administer or to govern the StatP. 

:Hr. Kmw.\;;;: Tlwy are doing just as wdl 
"' Lloyd George or '• Billy'' \Vatt i< doing:. 

:VI!-. PETRIE: Whilt> >v<' have Bobheviks. 
I. \V. \V.-ite~, and othe1· men of that ~ort-

:VIr. KmwA;;;: Imported J,y Dcnham. 

:Vh·. l'ETRII~: \\'" \Yill alwan; have 
trouhlr>: and I '"Y that it is the· duty of 
('Very consc>iPntiont-', anrl honr•:-t ·worker of 
Queensland and Au,trali1L to aN3i.,t the 
unionists of Australia to burn out this 
ee.nC'crous gro1yth of di~loyalty that i~ 0atillg 
the hPart out o£ their nrg·anisatiou. Thl)re 
is no roorn in .:-\u~trulii-t. fol' di::.-loYali~b. 
The :-'OOlll)r ntu- so<·ial and iudn:-:u·iel ·~Y~tPill 
is purp;<'U of l'hem the heti<'l' it \Yil! l;e foe 
.\u,tralia and _\uHralians. 

:'\1r. KIRWA:\: Aro theY tlw <'hups who 
\Yt-re trading· with Gernuuiy '? 

:'\fr. PF:TlUE: Th0 on]y '"""· to UJY miJJtl, 
io Jn this is ar the ballot-box. ·u the 
\n1rkers of Qncpu:-;l6.rH..1 and Au~t1·alia. l'XPrt 
thPir influ(\nce in thit:, dir(•(•tion. thPY will 
find that fair pia~- und fair d<'aling '~ill Iw 
their lot. \Ye haY<' heard a lot thi' <lft<'l'· 
noon from thC' hon. memlH•r for Flinders 
rt•garding· tho ulH)lllp1oyt>d (lllf':-tion. It is a 
)..!TPat quc~tion and a. big problen1. liP wafi 
trying to ]1r0Yt' that lu) f:.U\V a \Vay out of 
rhn diffi,·ultv. and 1 think probablY from 
hi:.< ~tanJpoiilt. hP 1nay haYP Iuadt• o{n what 
:-:on1P hon. n1ernher"'' 111n v eon~idcr a g·ood 
ca~P. The uncn1plo:n•d ~ qne~tion eert~inly 
I"> "(:t. l1i~ Ofi(l. C"ufortnnatPly. tlwrl~ ar0 
solnP Illc>n who, no 1nattL"':r ,,~hat i...; donP for 
then1, or ho\VeYt?r good condition~ e.r0 n1adP 
for thc>m, will 11PYPr work. The Statf' ~houlcl 
make• men of this elass work, and. if thP~' 
]JavC' wives and familiP<> to :-up])()rt, the State 
>hould pay tho monl'y ovPr to th<'m so that 
they shall be supportl'd, and that thi>< ~honlrl 
continue unt-il the men <'amP to their sells<'' 
and W<'nt to the support of those whom tlwy 
haY<' every rpason to support. \\ ... e ha Ye 
lwar<l a good deal about the wO\'ker. \YP 
know that outside of this House the \VorkN 
1~ a po,,.·er in thP 1an<L but hon. gentlC'IllPll 
must. not forg0t that ~o is the man \Yith 
brains. 

:\h-. CoLLI:\S: Has not the work<'r hl'ains? 

:'\11-. PETRU~ : Rf;ga 1·d mn;;t b<' had to 
the man with brains. to tlw ~Pientist. thP 
Pxpert. and the <'apitalist. I am one of 
tho8e who believe in making the conditions 
of the workers better in ev<'ry respect. 
.-'< rbitrntion has not soh·ed the prohlem. 
To-da\ W<' find that the other si<l(' of the 
HousP. which introduced the Arbitration 
Act-th<; Arbitration Act which the Denham 
<iovernmcnt hrought in was not considered 
goou enough-are ignoring that Ad alto· 
w•rher: they will not abide by it. 1 say 
that. if the Government can amend the 
Arbitration Act in any ~hape or form that 
will Btop strikes ami other industrial dis
pute!', then I am with them all the tim~. 

:VIr. WEIR: 'Yhy don't you help them in 
I~iverpool? Tlwy need your as~i,tance tlwrP. 

[Mr. Petri~. 

lllr. PETRIE: We know that brut,, fore• 
ha~ nP\Tn~ aehiPVL'(l anything in that particu
li:Lr dire·etion. It ha~ Leen the 1neaus (1~ 
forcing mi:'ery and ,tarvation upon thousand~ 
of innoc(•nt victim~. I wish to refer to th(' 
pn·~ent strik<'. I do not say that the seamen 
ar~ not ju~1ified in making demands, but l 
helievc that they mu;<t go about it in a con
stit.mional way. ThPy can have their grim-
ancf's rig-ht0d without doing what they hav 
don£'. Tlw:v have hePn misled by the ('X· 

tr('mi~ts and tho"' I have mentioned, wl1or; 
the unioni&ts ~hou1d {'Ut out. The soonrw 
the~· ar<' houml .. d back to the country thE'y 
canw from t lw better it \Yill be· not Dnh· 
for th<' nuion' but al~o for the peo[Jie ,;f 
. .i.,ustra lia. 

:\lr. \YE m: Too thin. 

:'\h-. i'I~THlE: The hon. 111ember ,;n • 
•. too thin/' but r :-<ay it is to be regret.t~+l 
that. while th<'W strikers are doing ·what th<•.• 
ar<' doinsr, IH\opll' are. ~tarving in the :Xorrh 
a.nd othf'r ])art~. an(l the GoYernment stand· 
id!~- ],~- and do nothing to rdi<>vo tlw 
vo~ition. 

Thr' :'\ECHI r,\RY FOil AGRICL:LTUHE: .\re voa 
~qH'aking of t hP { 'onnnon\vf'alth Goy(~I'll
lllPllt·: 

:\fr. l'ETHTE: This Gon•rmnent is t'' 
hlanw. 

Tlu• f\ccnELU\Y FOH _\GHIC'CLTLHE: Thi; 
GoY"-'l'DllH"lllt lw.Ye 11othinp; to do "~ith it. 

:\Ir. PETHIE: This Goycrnment 'houJ,; 
lut\'P tak0n H ,rum], lmt thev <tre too afraitl 
of thP YotP:-:. t1H'V arP aftC'i· ~ thf'v are tot1 
\n•ak-knN•cl. I ;ay it is tilll<' tliey shou!t: 
:-.tand down and lPt son1cone else get on thP 
TrPasun- lwnche, \YlJO would do the [H'O[Wr 
thjng. · 

Th<' SECRET.\RY FOH AGHICULTL:HE: Th•
Sc•ant<'U·s ·cnion jg a Federal union. 

:\lr. I'ETRIE: This Government want- To 
throw <'Y<'l'Ythin•r on to the Federal GoYern
mcnt. Th(•v ,,;;. th<' Federal GoYernmenr 
will not 'tlllPl~- · tlwm with the ~hips; hur 
t.lwy ha<c ,hip' lying here that thE'~- con:<{ 
havP O('qnirPd. 

lion. J. G. APPEL: The "Allinga." 

1h. PETRIE: The " Allinga." Why 
didn't you get her? 

The RECHETAHY FOR AGHICL:LTL:HE: Y on try 
to m,;:n her, and sec if you can get her. 

:\Ir. PE'rRIE : I now wish to refer to the 
ill-f<ated steamer " Llewellyn." 

::\Ir. WEIH : Are you gDing to blame the 
Gov<'rnment for that? 

::\f1·. l'ETRIE : I am not going to blam0 
the GoYernment, but I say that that vessC>] 
-;;lwulrl not haY<' been sent to sea at all. ShP 
was eondemned before as unfit to go outsidP 
l'apl' :\Ioreton. I know that the GoYPJ'n
mcnt prohahly thought they were doing the 
best thoy could, but they had other steamers 
whieh th0y could hayc sent. 

The fiECRETAHY FOR AGRim;LTL:HE: Do yon 
think the :\Iarinq Department is totally in
capable ·J 

:\Ir. PETRIE : I do not say that th" 
:'\Iarinr, Department is totally incapable. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTL:RE: Don't 
they manage tlwse things? Don't they 
c<•rtify to the tltness of ships? 

Hon. W. H. BAHXES: The Minister }, 
getting angry. Vi'hy should hQ get angry? 
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Mr. PETRIE : The hon. gentleman will 
l~ave time to make his own speech later on. 
I do not think he ·will, however, because he 
moved an extension of timG for the hon. 
member for Flinden. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR .AGRICL:LTURE : I am not 
so fond of talking as the hon. member. 

Mr. PETRIE : I noticed that the annual 
report of the Labour and Industrial Branch 
of the Commonwealth Bureau of Census and 
Statistics, which is issued by th" Common
wealth Statistician, Mr. G. H. Knibbs, shows 
thlat, since the advent of the Ryan Govern
ment in Queensland, strike' have increased 
enormously. These are the figur~s from 1913 
to 1918, inclusive. The Rvan Government 
assumed office in June, 19l5. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTl:RE : Does 
" Knibbs" say that? 

Mr. PETRIE : I say that. I am going to 
quote " Knibbs" now. The Thfinister need not 
think h<J will trip me up, because I know 
as well as he doe' what I am saying. I 
thought he was going to say that " Knibbs" 
was telling an untruth. These are the 
figures-

J . i Est.}i blish-! \Vork- Loss of 
! Disputes. J menb I peopte '\Yages. ___ ! ---~ In~o!v'-:d.l Invol'ired. 

1913 ···I J 7 20 2,006 28.~74 
1914 • 18 42 1,f86 11,747 
1915 1 11 39 2,066 \1,505 
1916 I 64 21)2 20.:318 911,976 
1"17 39 202 13.045 Ji.~,125 
191~ ! 84 696 !0,078 131.142 

---------------'---------
'The l'ommom' ealth Iigures for the year 
1918 are-Xew South Wales 138 disputes, 
Qu~emland 84, Victoria 33, '\Vestcrn Aus
tralia 22, South Australia 17, Northern Ter
ritory 3, Tasmania L New South Wales 
loss of \\!ag0s, £112,894; Queensland, 
£131,142; Victoria £99,346; Western Aus
tralia, £17,792; South Australia, £10,515; 
Northern Territory, £395; Tasmania, £250. 
The reason I am quoting these figures is to 
show that, while the Labour Governme.nt 
have been in power, they have had. far more 
strikes than any other Government. I think 
some of these extremists, wh~n they have ,a, 
Labour Government in power, are not satis
fied with a fair thing. They want the Go
vernment to do things which are not consti
tutional, and which they have not the power 
to do. Th"y try to force the hands of the 
Government in every respect. In dealing 
with these men the Government have far 
more trouble than they would have if they 
were allowed to act as their consciences 
dictated. I do not wish to sav anything 
disrespectful of the Labour party: because I 
believe that in that party there are true and 
good men. At the same time, when they 
g~t in power, this House and this country 
are ruled by outsiders. There is the Indus
trial Council, which will never have any 
industri·al peace as long as they can prevent 
it. Should such a thing happen the occu
pation of organisers and men of that stamp 
would be gon~. 

I notice in the Speech the following para
graph:-

" But no scheme that could be devised 
for the benefit of the returned soldiers, 
or of the community g<Jnerally, can be 
fully effective while the law permits 
the remorseless profiteer to make grossly 
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excessive gains by the sale of th<J com
mon necessaries of life. As the rescis
sion of the Commonwealth price-fixing 
regulations has given this species of 
e.xploiter larger opportunities, a measure 
dealing with the whole matter thoroughly 
and equitably will be submitted for yom· 
.approval." 

Mr. KmwA~: Hear, hear! 

Mr. PETRIE: I am not in sympathy with 
the profiteer, because I believe that any man 
who tries to take down the worker or any
body else by exce~si ve profits should be pun
ished. At the same time, supply and demand 
i~ the thing that controls this matt<Jr. Au 
the last election the cry was " Cheap food." 
Whd do we find in Queensland to-day? Ac
cording to Knibbs's statistics, we find that 
Queensland is the dearest State in the Com
monwealth in which to live. It is not fai1· 
that imm~di,ately a man gets a rise in wages 
th~ price of commodities should go up. Some
thing should be done to prevent that. We 
must not forget, however, that, when there 
is an increase in wages, the pricE) of the 
article which has to be produced must also· 
go up. 'The Gm·ernment are taking credit 
for what thev have done for our returned 
soldiers; but· they hav.; been doing it with 
money which has been advanced from the 
Commonwealth. This week, in Brisbane, 
and throughout Queensland, we are having 
what is called an " Australian manufac
turers' we0k." Unfortunat~ly, on account 
of the influenza epidemic, we have been pre· 
vented from holding our big exhibition this 
year. Thi, manufacturers' week is taking 
thQ place of the exhibition. I think there 
is a display in :iHarket Squar<', and in most 
o£ the 'hop windows. It does one good to 
go round and sec what can be produced in 
"\ ustralia. If we wish to promote the re
turn to civil life of our sailors and soldiers 
who fought in the gr"at war, we must 
institute throughout Australia an active 
campaign with the object of fostering a. 
sentiment in favour of Australian-made 
articles and the building up of Australian 
industries. Unfortunatelv for those indus
tries, while conditions in the industrial world 
remain as they are, no man will lay out 
money to a large ~xtent. This st,ate of 
affairs will continue until the workers are 
prepared to work in with the much-abmed 
capitalist, about whom we have heard so 
much. I see no reason why capital and 
labour should not be friends, helping onQ 
another, making the Si1ate progress, and 
bringing happiness and contentment to every· 
body. I have been an employer of labour 
for many years, and I can honestly say that 
I hav<J always been able to settle without 
bother any little trouble I may have had 
with the men, so that, notwithstanding what 
may be said by the hon. member for 
Flinders, while some employers may be bad, 
all employm·s a.re not. 

Mr. F. A. CooPER: You are the bright, 
shiping example. 

Mr. PETRIE: I do not want any compli
ments from the hon. member, neither do I 
want a halo round my head, because I was 
told by another hon. member on the other 
side· that on account of my speaking in favour 
of conscription I would be sent to perdition. 
I would remind the hon. member for Bris
bane, who made that statement, that, 
although he said he was in favour of the 
voluntary system, when conscription was not 
carried, very few membe·rs on the other 'side 
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·,vent into the country and askP<l people to 
-enlist and help their comrades in the trenches. 
Why did hon. members opposite not go out 
in the country and try to do something in 
the direction of asking men to cross the seas 
.to help their comrades? 

During the war a multitude of young 
industries came into bc·ing. They were 
picturesquely and accurately described as 
·'War Babies," as they were born during 
. the war. Other industries were extended and 
the avenues of employment we-re widened; 
and, consequently, there was a gr!'ater cil·cu
.\ation of money locally. Australia's progress 
.and status as a nation is dependent on proper 
.encouragement by Australians of the·ir own 
industries. \Ve. have any amount of raw 
materials here, and, instead of exporting our 
raw products, we should, if possible, manu
facture them within our own shores. This 
campaign should be a national one, and the 
chief note· to be sounded should be the urgent 
need of establishing industries in order to 
permit the return to civil life of our soldiers 
who have helped to make Australia a nation. 
\Ve have a huge national debt as a result 
of the• war, and we must prevent, if pos
sible, money going out of the country for 
the purchase of goods abroad when similar 
goods can be obtained in Australia. I have 
mentioned that 'this is Australia week, and 
I have an extract from one of the papers, 
which says-

" In a recent addre•ss to his fellow
manufacturers, the president of the 
Chamber of Manufactures (Mr. A. D. 
Walker) declared dramatically: ':Mili
tarily the war is over. For us it has 
just commenced.' He point<>d out that 
nations abroad, facing after-the-war 
reconstruction, were organising huge 
trade combines, backed by enormous 
capital, and, with veritable advance 
armies of consuls, selling agents, and 
secret tra·de commissioners, they were 
preparing for the ' peaceful invasion ' of 
countries open to exploitation. Their 
aim was a natural one. Thev wanted to 
promote the reparation of" their own 
soldiers, to lessen their own unemploy
ment problems, and to lighte·n, by in
creased production, their own grievous 
burdens of taxation. The question was 
whether Australians were going to solve 
these probloms for other countries and 
to neglect the equally serious problems 
of their own country." 

I think that sums up the situation very nicely 
indeed. 

Mr. COLLINS: Did that manufacturer sign 
the circular that was read in the House this 
.afternoon? 

Mr. PETRIE: I know nothing at all 
about the circulars that were read by the 
hon. member for Flinde·rs. I am not con
nected with them, and I do not know who 
signed them. I do not know that it would 
make very much difference if I did. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: If you 
do not join, you will be blacklisted. 

Mr. PETRIE: I know all about that. 
There are thirty-six measures mentioned in 
the Governor's Speech, and six or seven of 
them aro already very well known to us. I 
might say that they have been re•surrected. 

Mr. MuLLAN: Which one do you object to? 
Mt:. PETRIE : \Vhen those measures come 

before us, I will let the hon. member know 

[Mr. Petrie. 

what I have to say in regard to them. I 
wish to point out the· alarming position into 
which this State has got since the socialistic 
Government took control. 

A GovERN:\IENT MEMBER : Since the Tories 
left office. 

Mr. PETRIE: Our party is the party 
which believes in justice to every man and 
woman in th<J State; we do not believe in 
class legislation. (Government laughter.) I 
am only sorry that we have party politics . 
If I had my way, I would do away with 
party politics altogether, but what to sub
stitute is the problem. Faithful as the 
Government's mvn followers may be, still 
thew are plenty of things done by the 
Government in which thev do not believe. I 
do not forget the remarks of the hon. mem
ber for Logan, nor those of the hon. member 
for Normanby, and I must congratulate 
those hon. membe·rs on their verv moderate 
speeches. The hon. member for Logan 
admitted that the greatest educator is travel. 
I am glad that that hon. member enlisted 
and went to fight for his King and country. 
His inte·ntions were good, and it is no fault 
of his that he did not get right to the field 
of battle, and I am sure every member of 
this House will appreciate what he did. The 
hon. memb~r said that, owing to his travels, 
his views have be·en broadened. 

Mr. COLLI:\'S: Ma·de more democratic. 
Mr. PETRIE: \\'e are all more democratic 

than we were. When I first came into this 
House in 1893, under the late Sir Thomas 
Mcilwraith, I was called a Tory, and I have 
be•en called a Tory ever since, although I 
venture to 'ay-not that I wish to blow my 
own trumpet-that I have been as good a 
Labour man as anv member of this House, 
not excluding hon: members on the other 
side. 
(Sitting suspended from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.) 

Mr. PETRIE: We all know the alarming 
position that this State has got into since 
the socialist Government took control. 
There is no doubt that the State has got 
into such a position that, if things are 
not a·djusted soon, I do not know how 
we are going to carry on. I might 
remind hon. members that, prior to the 
advent of the present Government, there 
were a series of credit balances shown by 
the State; but, notwithstanding the increased 
taxation, there are distinct losses shown upon 
each vear's return. The total revenue for 
the y'ear 1914-1915, the last year of the 
Denham Government, was £7,202,658. In 
1918-1919 the revenue for the year amounted 
to £9,415,543. It ·will be seen that in that 
period of years, as a result of added taxation 
imposed on the community by the present 
Government, there was an extra amount of 
revenue amounting to £2,212,885. The total 
taxation rec·eived in 1914-1915 was £915,457. 
In 1917-1918 the receipts from· taxation 
amounted to £1,761.232, and in 1918-1919 to 
£2.772.268. The taxation receipts for the last 
financial year, as compare-d with 1914-1915, 
showed an increase of £1,856,811. That 
arn,ount all came from increased direct taxa
tion, and not from the general progress of 
the community. 

Mr. CoLLIXS: Taxation of a few perwns 
and of a few estat0s. 

Mr. PETRIE : There are a few people 
who do not pay taxation who should be made 
to pay. 

Mr. KIRWAN: You favour the poll-tax. 
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Mr. PETRIE: No, I~ do not. That is an 
<>Id worn-out saying. It is like the cry, 
" Give uB your policy," which us:d to ~e 
indulged in by hon. members opposite. It ts 
time thev dropped all that sort of rubbish. 
The taxation per head of the population in 
1914-1915 in Queensland was £1 Ss. 2d. In 
1916-1917 it was £2 6s. 9d. I do not know 
what the figures were for 1918-1919, but no 
doubt they will show a further increase per 
head. 

Mr. KIRWAX: Give us the profiteers' taxa
tion, and let us have the whole thing. 

Mr. PETRIE: Queensland is the heaviest 
taxed State of all; and, not only are we 
taxed more heavily than any other State, but 
the cost of living has gone up to a greater 
extent in Queensland than in any other part 
of the Commonwealth. Vi'e have also got 
land taxation in Queensland. 

GoVERN}!ENT :MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. PETRIE : Previous Governments had 
110 land taxation at all in the State, although 
we had a Federal land ta.x. While the pre
sent Government have been in office they 
have received from land taxation the follow
ing amounts :-1915-1916, £247,044; 1916-1917, 
£362,535: in 1917-1918, £344,547; in 1918-
1919, £578,252. If we take the receipts from 
income tax, we will find that in the last 
year of the Liberal Government, 1914-1915, 
the receipts &mounted to £517,000. In 1915-
19'16, the first year of the Ryan Socialist Go
vernment, the income tax receipts increased 
to £766,560. In 1917-1918, the receipts 
amounted to £967,520, and in 1918·1919, to 
£1,677,334. So that the amount received 
from income tax last year was £1,160,000 
more than the Denham' Government received 
from the sam~ source during their last year 
in office. 

Mr. GILDAY: That shows that incomes must 
h'l increasing. Is not that a good thing for 
Queensland? 

Mr. PETRIE : In his last estimate of 
taxation the Treasurer anticipated that he 
would recei>e £1,154.000 from income taxa
tion, but, as a matter of fact, he received 
£523,334 more than he expected from that 
source. So he cannot blame the country or 
the taxpayers for not getting the revenue he 
anticipated. I am not going into the finan
cial position to-night, because the hon. mem·
ber for Bulimba, who is an ex-Treasurer. is 
better able to do it than I am, and, when 
he gets up to speak, he will show. the Govern
ment, per medium of the Trea5ury returns, 
the way the State is drifting. 

Mr. KIRWAN: He is the Opposition 
financial "Big Bertha." 

Mr. PETRIE : I think all the financial 
magnates and capitalists are on the Govern
ment side of the House, because it is the 
members over there who are accumulating 
money as fa.st as ever they can. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: V.'hy are you always picking 
on to me 1 (Laughter.) 

Mr. PETRIE : I am not picking on the 
hon. member, although I dare say he is 
putting by his little bit, too. 

With regard to our railways, I think it is 
-deplorable to see the way they are drifting 
at the present 'time. In referring to the 
railways, I ·do not wish to cast anv reflection 
on the Commissioner or the he~ds in the 
Railway Department. I think the Govern
ment ma-de a good appointment when they 

appointed Mr. Davidson Commissioner, and 
he has good heads of departments under 
him. The only trouble is that the Co.mmis
sioner is not allowed to run the rarlwa,ys 
in his own wav. If he were allowed to go 
his own way, "the railways would be run 
in the interests of the country, and it would 
bB better for all concerned. In 1913-1914, our 
railwavs returned £3 12s. 6d. per cent. on the 
capital invested. In 1914-1915, the last year 
of the Dcnham Government, they returned 
£3 16s. 7d. per cent. In 1915-1916, the first 
year of the Ryan Government, they returned 
£2 lls. per cent., in 1916-1917, £2 1s. 5d. 
per cent., and in 1917-1918 £1 9s. 7d. per 
cent. I think the returns for the yea.r just 
ended will show a further reduction of the 
revenue from the railways. It is not a very 
cheerful prospect to look forward to, and 
son;ething ought to be done to improve 
matters. I was expecting that I should get 
the interjection, "What would you do? 
Sack the men?" I say, "~o." I do not 
believe in discharging men wholesale; but, 
if the service is overmanned-and it ha5 been 
proved to be overmanned-then the Govern
ment should come boldlv forth and find some 
other a,venue of eniployment for these men 
which would be more suitable for them. 
because, as far as we can gather, there are 
many men in the Railway Department just 
now toppling over one another, and not know
ing what to do. The public will realise the 
seriousnebs of the position on the railways. 
The Secretary for Railwa.ys recently made 
a trip to America and the old country, but 
we are still waiting to hear something about 
the result of that trip. 

Mr. GrLDAY: Give him time. 

Mr. PETRIE: I will give him time-I am 
not going to run him down-but by this time 
he should have been able to give us any 
information and advice he picked up on his 
trip which may be beneficial in the working 
of the Queensland railways. I -do not wish 
to cast any reflection on our railways, but 
I could not hdp being aml!sed at seeing a 
picture of two "diggers" who were over in 
Egypt, wl.ere they >aw a train creeping 
along very slowly. One of them sa,id to the 
othe·r, "That reminds me of the raihvays of 
Queensland." He said, further, " Do you 
know that the Queensland railways are men
tioned in. the Bible?" The other " digger" 
, aid, "Bunkum! vVhat aro j ou giving l!S ?" 
And his friend replied, "Look up your Bible, 
and read that part where it says 'In the 
beginning the Lord created a,Il creeping 
thing'.' " (Laughter.) I do not wish to refer 
to our railways as being all creeping things, 
but the humour of that " digger" showed 
what his imprt·ssion of our Queensland rail
ways was .. 

There is a long list o£ Bills enumerated, 
which wol!ld take a whole Parliament to get 
through. I ·do not think it was the intention 
of the Government, when they framed the 
Speech, that we should get through them 
all, but I will give• the Government credit 
for having foreshadowed some good measures, 
The first on the list is a Fair Prices Bill, 
in regard to which I am mre they will have 
the hearty co-operation of every member on 
this side; but v. e cannot say anything about 
the Bill till it comes before us. Then we 
are to have a Legislative Council Abolition 
Bill. We hear a good deal about the aboli
tion of the Council, but I do not think it 
1\'as ever the intention of the present Govern
ment to abolish the Upper House. If they 
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are consistent, why do they fill up vacancies 
as they occur? In time they will have all 
their own men in the· Council, and have it 
all their own wav. The result of the refer
endum that was t"aken on the question shol!ld 
be sufficient intimation to the Government 
that the people of Que·ensland want to have 
the "Cpper House as a protection. I have 
not ahvays agreed with the system of mem
bers being nominated for life, and think 
that appointments might be made for a te·rm 
of years only, or that members might be 
elected, not on the same electoral franchise 
as the Lower House, but, perhaps, on a 
property qualification. 

Thc·re is one good Bill promised, and that 
is the :\fain Roads Bill, which I am very 
glad to see in the programme. Our main 
roads are not a credit to us; and, when we 
open up our country lands for settlement, 
we should also provide good main roads. I 
hope that the Bill which the Assistant Min
ister for Justice will bring in will be the 
means of providing the good roads in Queens
land which we eo much need. Then there 
is to be nn Elections Act Amendment Bill. 
There ha' hardly been a Government which 
has not brought in an Elections Bill. The 
Government had it all their own way in 
regard to the last Bill which they introduced, 
and I do not think hon. members opposite 
m?ved al.' amendment. We• fought it and 
tned to mcll!de some good amendments in 
it., but we failed, as we were in a minoritv. 
They are now going to introduce what "r 
would call the " baby vote." 

Mr. CoLLINS: You did not call them babies 
wh~n you sent them to the war. 

::\Ir. P_ETRIE : I am prepared to give all 
the soldiers a vote and to do what I can for 
them. I ·ee that nothing is said about the 
redistribution of seats. \Ve know the unfair
ness which exists, as there are some e•lec
toratc' which have not got one-sixth of the 
population which others have and it is time 
something was done in that direction. Then 
there is to be a Fair Re·nts Bill. I do not 
know what shape that Bill will take but I 
sh_all probab~y have something to sa/ on the 
Bill when It comes before us. We have 
several resurrections in the list of Bills. 
There• is the Liquor Act Amendment Bill 
a':ld w_e are anxi'.'usly. waiting to see in what 
directiOn that Bill will go. I do not think 
we shall see much of it this session· it will 
be sidetracked in some way or othe;-. Alto
gether, there is a big bill of fare of thirty
six me·asures, some of which we have had 
before. 

Bef?re. I conclude, I wish to say that we 
on this side ar!l prepared to assist the Govern
ment in any legislation for the benefit of the 
people. But it appe·ars to me that the 
Government have shown their weakness in 
ev~ry direction. They said that they were 
gomg to govern, but they have been gove•rned 
!:'Y outsiders. They shol!ld have come out 
mto the open during the industrial strife 
we have had and the time of drought and 
boldly declared that they we•re going to' take 
a stand, and not allow the extremists to 
interfere with them. They would then have 
had the support of !)very member on this 
side of the House•. 

My time is nearly up, and I do not desire 
to ask f_or an extension. I hope the Govern
ment Will wake up to the situation and cast 
aside the extremists-that they will stand to 
their guns and try and get the country out 

[M1'. Pet1'ie .. 

of the mire we are in. It will be a difficult, 
matter, and whoever follows them will have 
a very hard task to straighten out things. 
I hope that the few words that I have 
spoken will have due e·ffect on Ministers 
opposite, and that they will pay a good deal 
of heed to what I have said. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN (K ennedy): Before 
proceeding to discu6s the Speech I must 
take the opportunity of congratulating the 
hon. member for \Vide Bay on his remarks 
in moving the adoption of the Address in 
Reply, and of saying that I agree with him 
when he said that the great hope he had of 
peace amongst the nations had been pretty 
well shattered owing to the way in which 
the Peace Conference had acted. \Ve all, 
and I in pcuticular. a'm delighted at tho 
fact that the war is over. l\Iany of u& 
hoped that the League of Nations would 
be something towards the stoppage of future 
war, but, unfortunately, that hope has not 
been realised. Still, notwithetanding tho 
constitution of the present League, I belieYe· 
that in the near future the democracies in 
the countries of the world will be so strong 
that they will be able to direct Lhe policy 
of that League towards permanent peace. 

Ho:<:O'CRABLE ME:UBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. KIRWAN: That is the only hope. 

Mr. O'SULLIVA:'\: That is the only hope 
we have. and not until then shall we have 
a Leagtie of 1\ ations which will makP for 
peace. Unfortunately to-day we find that 
it is mo,·e a League of tho•e who were 
victorious-and I am heartily pleased that 
our side ·was victorious-a League to keep· 
tho"' who w,,re yictorious dominant right 
throughout the next. century. The war has 
caused the expenditure of a tremendous 
amount of money, terrible suffering, and loss. 
ot life. The money expenditure that has been 
entailed amounts to about £40,000,000-
From that very fact alone, we may 
expect the enslavement of the workers and 
producC'rs of the world for some considerablo 
time-probably for something like two or 
three generations, that is. if the democracies 
do not wake up to the fact that they must 
not always be the Gradgrind to pay the 
interest on thB money expended, as we are 
told, for liberty. There are evidences rig~t 
throughout the world of unrest. Unrest IS 
not confined to our Australian shores, and 
to my mind a lot of it has been caused by 
the great pr<>fiteering that has been going 
on during the war. Many millions of men 
were taken away from industry. Still pro
duction went or, ·md men who prated of 
their patriotislll Wl'l'e fattening and batten
ing on the wod<·'"r and those who remained 
to keep industry going. Millions of money 
have been made by these profiteers right 
throughout the world, and now they wake 
up and find that the world is in a turmoil. 
I am sure that a;;voP." whn c·1 n read the 
signs of the ti,nf's tllUSt know that we shall 
have unrest right thr.._ughout the world for 
many years to come, thanks to the colossal 
amount of money that the war has co't the 
nations of the world, and the fact that the 
workers themselves now find that they will 
have to foot the bill. 

Mr. KIRWAN: They have .to foot the bill 
in every war. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: Not only do they 
foot the bill, but they also shed their 
blood, and when they come back very little 
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is made of them. Ther.e is a lot of flag
waving and cheering: but, when it comes 
to giving them a pension, they cannot get 
sufficient to maintain them in proper and 
necessary comfort. That, I say, is a sham£ 
and a disgrace to any country, and I hold 
that these men should get sufficient to keep 
them. There should not be so great an 
amount of money voted for generals ar.d 
other officers when the rank and file are 
left with a bare subsistence. (Hear, hear!) 
In Britain they are voting hundreds of 
thousands of pounds to generals and others 
whilst the poor private" who bore the brunt 
of the war have sea rePly sufficient to keep 
them. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Including V.C. winners. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: We have heard a lot 
from the Opposition benches, and we have 
Pven read in the Press that we need more 
production. I believe we do, but at the 
same time we want a more equitable dis
tribution of the wealth of the countr;·, Tnere 
is great wealth in the country, there is no 
dearth of wealth production, but there is 
an unfair distribution of it, and it is going 
<Qn more to-day than even in pre-war day.,, 
It is time that som(' Government-and I 
am in hopes that this Government will 
tackle the question this session-took some 
action, because unrest is everywhere, and, 
in my opinion, and in the opinion of many 
others, 90 per cent. of the cause is the 
high cost of living. \Vo have to-day men 
who believed in arbitration and thought 
that it was going to right the wrongs of the 
worker. Whilst believing in arbitration, I 
never ·did believe that it was going to eight 
the wrongs of the worker. I oolieve that 
it is what you might tNm a jumping-off 
place, or, more correctlv, a stage in the 
transition to that end. · 

Hon. IV. H. R1RNF": Do you believe m 
direct action? 

Mr. O'SULLIVAK: I do not, except a~ 
a last resource. As a working man I know 
that direct action as a last resource must 
never be taken from the worker. As the 
hon. member for Flinders said earlier this 
e-vening, to give a rr1an just a bare living
wage is not sufficient. A man has a right 
to the full results of his toil-(Hear, hear!)
and fixing his wage by arbitration does not 
giv·e him that. I want to show where the 
wealth is going, and where it is necessarv 
for this Government or anv other Lal;>ou'r 
Government to go in order 'to g()t from the 
usurer the amount he has extorted from the 
produoer and the .worker. We are told that 
men are going slow, but I repeat that we 
want a more equitable distribution of wealth 
not only in Queensland, but also in the rest 
·nf Australia and othN parts of tiw ·vor!d. 
I find from " Knibbs" that the production 
<>f weallh in Queer"lund in 1916 was 
£25,000,000 in the secondary industries alom', 
that is, in the "m· king up of agriculture 
and other products, not rwcc"'arily to the 

finished product, for instance not 
[7.30 p.m.] so far as to the making of boots, 

l)ut juht bringing the hide up to 
>he stage of leather and no further. Th•o 
Ol<Im of £25,000,000 was im·ested, madB up 
of raw material £16,0JO,OOO, fuel and light 
£310,000, salaries and ,; ages, £4,181,000, 
and the interest and profits am•)unted to 
£4,921,000. The interest and profits ex
ceeded the wages paid to th,, workers and 
salaried !nanag3r:a. 
· Mr. CoLLINS : Scandalous. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN: Scandalous? It is 
awful. The percentage of profits was 19.37 
and of wages 16.26. That is in Queensland. 
The wages cost of Bvery £100 produced was 
only £16.26, and the profits were £19.37. If 
a mun invests £10,000 under this system, he 
gets a profit of 19 per cent. If he invests 
£10,000 at 10 per cent. hB gets £1,000 for 
the loan of that money, and his £1,000 would 
be equal to the work and energy of five 
men working and only getting £200 per year 
for their labour. Is that a fair proportion? 

Mr. PAYNE: No. 
Mr. O'SULLIY AN: Is it a fai" system 

that that amount of monBy could command 
services equul to the wages and returns of 
five working men? No wonder there is 
unrest; no wonder that the workers to-day 
are inh,nding to use their political power in 
the future to get economic freedom and 
economic justice as a corollary of political 
power. 'The classes in t.he past legisla.ted for 
their own class interests, and fortifie-d them
selves in the laws that practically rule to
day, despite the fact that Labour has been 
in office for a short time. The workers now 
are going to initiate legislation in their 
special interests, and for the well-being of 
the masses of the country, and not of the 
few, as has been done in the past. Again, 
taking the amount of £25,000,000, we will 
allow a certain percentage on the invest
ment during the process of manufacture, on 
lands and buildings, on machinery and raw 
material, totalling £23,650,000. If a man, 
for instance, has borrowed money at 7 per 
cent. to lay down a plant and to pay 
wages and to carry on production until the 
article is finished, he would then clear " 
profit almost equal to the amount of wages 
of the men. For instance, it would amount 
to £1,655,000 by allowing 7 per cent. while 
the article is being produced, and, allowing 
10 per cent. profit, there would be a profit of 
£2,500,000. I may say that I believe that a 
tax on excess profits should be passed by 
this Parliament, and the State should take 
every farthing over 10 per cent. of the 
profits made by an industry. In my opinion, 
10 per cent. is too high, but I would say 
that everything over 10 per cent. should be 
confiscated by the Government. By this 
means, you will be able to fix the prices of 
articles. It is no use saying that we will 
bring in an excnss tax on p_rofits of 50 per, 
cent., because these men wrl] ~een 50 per 
cent. of the profit and are wrllrng to share 
with the State the remaining 50 per cent. 

Mr. VowLES: Would you average it up? 
Mr. O'SULLIVA::"J: I would make it for 

three vears and no more, and I would take 
every ·penny over 10 per cen!. By that 
means, you will be aJ:lB practr~lly ~o n;a; 
prices because there wrll be no mcentrve to 
the p~ofitecr to extort by high prices largB 
profits-they will be no use to hi.m. I .can 
i!'O on and p:ive ~·ou more startlmg; thrngs 
than that. The interest and profits, as I 
have alreadv stated, amount to £4,921,000: 
d<edurting the two amounts of £1,655,000 and 
£2 500 000-a total of £4,135.000-it would 
lea~·e 'an excess profit of £886,000. I will 
How paos on to boots, and, by the way, I 
wish to remark that we were informed a 
short tim(' ago that boots are going- to be 
increased by something like 50 per cent. 

Mr. KIRWAN: They are going up 10s. per 
'[lair. 

Mr. 0' SULLIVAN : There is no necessity 
for this. A 13UIIl of £194,000 was invested 

Mr. O'Sullil'an.] 
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in the boot industry in Queensland in 1916 
and the wages and salari~s totalled £120,000. 
The added value was £173,000, which means 
again that labour shows a less cost of pro
duction than the amount of the profits. 
Again, allowing them 7 per cent. interest on 
their investment while the process of manu
facture is going on, and allowing them 10 
per cent. profit on that, you would have a 
profit of £136,000 or, in other words, an 
average profit of over 36 per cent. That is 
what the profit is on l,oot manufacturing in 
Queensland. These a' e the profits in the 
wholesale branch of the business; I am not 
referring to those profits made by the re
tailers, It is no wonder that the workers 
are getting restless when they find that the 
prices of articles arc going up like this, and 
while the profiteers are crying out, and also 
their henchmen in the Press, that we want 
more production-that we want more wealth 
produced-the equitable distribution of 
wealth. is the problem of the day. Apply
ing my idea of excess profits, you would 
clear on that item something like £37,000 
by taking everything 0\-er 10 per cent. 
profit. V\;'e are also told by those opposed to 
us and opposed to the workers generally that 
high wages is one of the greetcst reasons of 
the high cost of articles. I say here and 
now that it is not so. I have made a studv 
of this year after year, and I find that, if 
the wages go up, the profits go un in a 
greater ratio. "Knibbs" says that in 1916 the 
wages in certain industries increased by 6 
per Cl)nt., but the profits increased by barel.v 
7 per cent. Now we come to clothing (tailor
ing and slop) factories. \Ve find a greater 
amount of profit is being made by these 
exploiter"-as I call them--and it behoves 
the Government to come in with a stiff t'lx 
and take from them those ill-gotten gains. 
They are ill-gotten, when these people extort 
from the workers such a high price. There 
is a total investment of £1.039,000-wages, 
raw material, plant, machinery, and build
ingc. I .have allowed 7 per cent. for interest 
vu plant and machinerv, and for deprecia
tion of machinery. Still they made a profit 
of 35 per cent. ovPr and above the 10 per 
cent., equal to £425,00J. A 10 per cent. 
profit would mean £139,000. The excess 
profit over 10 per cent. would be £287,000. 
The >V<lg-<?s amount to £229·,000. Now, take 
dressmaking and millinery. That shows a 
greater pro6t. Here is where they arc 
sweating the \vorkers, and where n1en are 
amassing big fortunes, particularly in this 
city. by taking from the consumers extor
tionate prices for their goods. They have 
invested £202.000, and out of that thcv paid 
in wages £57,000, and made a profit of 
£107,000--85 per cent. profit ori that item. 
An excess profits tax would realise £87,000. 
Now, I come to bacon-curing. 

Hon. \V. H. 13.\R:;"ES: Deal with the State 
meat shops. 

:\1r. O'SCLLIVAN: The profit on the 
Stat<' meatshops goes into consolidat0d 
revemtP. There is no profiteering there. I 
will give an instance that canw under mv 
notice in going through production, showing 
the difference between private production 
for profit and State ownership. Take our 
~·ailway shops, not only in Queensland, but 
111 Kew South \Vales, South Australia, and 
the other States. The wages bill in some 
instances almost equals, and "ometimes ex
ceeds, the added value during the process 

[llfr. O'S1Illivan. 

of manufacture. Take bacon-curing. Queens
land is the greatest bacon producer of any 
State in the Commonwealth. The total 
amount invested was £675,000, including 
\vages, 1nachinery, raw n1aterials, and fuel. 
They made a profit of £223,000, equal to 49 
per cent. 

Mr. VowLES: Foggitt, Jones, and Co. 

Mr. O'SULLIV A::\1: I do not cctre who it 
is. Those are the figures. I do not suppose 
Foggitt, Jones, and Co. are the only people 
who are engaged in that industry. 

Mr. VowLES: \Vhy do you not go and talk 
to 111-. Jones and make him reduce hi> 
profits? 

Mr. 0' S GLLIV AN : The manufacturers 
pay the small amount of £48,000 in wages. 

::\lr. VowLES: Mr. J ones is a good Labour 
n1an. 

lVh. O'SULLIVAN: They got £223,000, 
repre8enting £109,000 more than the 10 per 
cent. profit would be. In those five items 
alone an excc·'s profits tax over 10 per cent. 
would realise £1,450,000. I heard the hon. 
gentleman who has just resumed his seat 
stating that there has been too great taxation 
in Queensland. Only the other day thn 
chairman of directors of the Queensland 
Kational Bank was exhorting people to go 
in for more production. After himself declar
ing a 10 per cent. dividend and taking to 
reserve a considerable amount of money, he 
states-

" The higher values obtained during 
recent vears for our products have made 
our decreased production less noticeable, 
but this falling off will be more in 
evidence when trade relations with over
sea and enemv countries have been re
sumed, and we again impress on the 
community the necessity for renewed 
industry, the practice of rigid 
economy--" 

Just fancy urging economy after the way 
in which the secondary industries have made 
such great profits !-

"as Yery heaYy taxation mmt be our 
lot for many years to come." 

Mr. KIRWAN: Nothing like the taxation 
they rmt on the workers. 

Mr. O'SDLLIVAN: The taxation ;chould· 
go on those shoulders that can best bear it. 
An excess profits tax would be an equitabl<> 
one' to impose on the exploiters. By that 
means we could raise something likn 
£2.000,000 in Queensland alone, and we 
would not be retarding industry. This 
quotation proceeds-

" It sincerely is to be hoped that thos,; 
engaged in the secondary industries 
c•specially will give attention to the words 
quoted, for, after all, the success of the 
secondary industries is very largely 
dependent upon thf' progrPss and buying
power as well a3 the productive' power 
of those engaged in the primary induR
trics. '' 

I have shown to this House and to the coun
try that those secondary industries are being 
run, not in the interests of the producer or 
of the consumer, but solely in the interests 
of those who have the money invested in 
them. Until we go into production for use 
instead of production for profit, exploitation 
will continue and unrest will exist. Pro
fiteering will work its own sweet will unless 
it is checked by wise legislation. Referring 
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again to arbitration, I believe that the 
employers should be treated in the same way 
as the employees-that the manager should 
havE' his wages fixed the same as anv other 
employee. I have in mind a man who has 
control of a big industry in this citv, who is 
paying his manager £1,200 a year. That 
employer should be placed on the samo 
footing as a worker. Let him have his wages 
fixed by the court, and let any profits over 
10 per cePt. be confiwated bv the State. Then 
you would not have an incentive for hig-h 
prices. T? my mind, it would automatically 
fix the pnces of articles. 

If a man has .£100,000 invested in his 
business, and he clears something like £20 000 
p;·ofi~, under the old system, when making'out 
hts meome tax returns, he claimed that 
profit as from personal exertion and therebv 
paid a lesser tax on his income.' That should 
not be allowed, as the profit is made by the 
amount of capital he has invested in his 
business, ~ar:d. not by pereonal c~ertion, and 
therefore hrs mcome should be subject to the 
higher tax. I am very pleased' that the 
Government hav~ done all they possibly 
could to get the shtps to run to North Queens
land, in order to relieve the position there. 
We have in the North a verv sad state of 
affairs, owing to the shipping strik<J. The 
people in North Queensland arc practically 
reduced to the same state of de3titution so 
far as the necessaries of life are concer~~d 
as that to which the people of Germany wer~ 
reduced owing to the British blockade. The 
presflnt state of affairs in North Queensland 
ha' been caused by the stupidity and arro
gance of the Federal Government, and the 
Director of Shipping, A-dmiral Clarkson, 
through their domineering attitude towards 
the men who go down to the se<a in ships 
to make a living. The hon. member for 
Mirani, when. speaking the other night, 
stated that tlus Government had not done 
their duty in this matter. That is a mis
leading statement, because a< earlv as 21st 
May, when the shipping strikP was in its 
infa!JCY, ·~nd when anything like a sympa
thehc att1tude towards the men might have 
brought about a selilement of a strike, the 
Acting PremiQr, on behalf of the Queensland 
Government, sent the following telegram to 
the Acting Prime Minister of the Common
wealth:-

" Acting Prime Minister, 
" Melbourne. 

"\Vould you kindly take> necessary 
action to han; Howarcl Smith's steamer 
'Burwah' or A. 'G.S.N. Company's oteamer 
'Mallina' placed undet· charter to Qu~ens
land Government, in order to meet grave 
situation in North Queensland through 
dearth of foodstuffs. As matter is very 
serious, and admits of no d"lay, kindlv 
favour me with immediate reply. -

" (Sgd.) THEODORE, 
" Acting Premier." 

It took the Acting Prime Minister five days 
to reply to that telegr-am, and, as no reply 
had bef!n received on 26th May, the Acting 
Premier sent the following wire:-

" Acting Prime Minister, 
"Melbourne. 

" \Vhen may I expect reply to my \vire 
of 21st instant, asking for permission to 
charter ' Mallina' or ' Burwah.' Matter 
very urgent. 

"{Sgd.) TnEODORE, 
"Acting Premier." 

On 26th May, after two urgent wires, Mr. 
Watt wok~; up, and he replied in this strain-

" Acting Premier, 
"Brisbane. 

" Your telegram 21st. Only conditions 
under which 'Burwah,' 'Mallina' cciuld be· 
released would be that current wages and 
<Jonditions should be adhered to. If sea
men consented man the steamers on 
these terms Commonwealth Government
could make hill use them without inter
vention vour Government. 

- "(Sg-d.) WATT." 

What right had Mr. Watt to lay down any 
conditions to this Government as to how these 
boats shonld bo manned? He h,ad no right 
at all. The Queensland Government wanted" 
thos0 boats; they were willing to pay the 
wages that the men demanded, grant the 
whole of the conditions ask~d for, and take
the whole responsibility, in order that the 
people in the North should get food. And· 
vet Mr. \Vatt had the impertinence and· 
•audacitv to lav down conditions to this Go
vernment. Tliis action on the part of the
Federal Gov•·rnment further embittered the· 
men engaged in the struggle, and North 
Queensland was ldt without food. I am 
sure that ]\fr. \Vatt does not care one straw 
about the conditions prevailing in the North. 
So long as he finds his own southern portion 
of Australia is served. what eares he fm· 
anyone north of ::\'I.ackav? For the few 
peopl() up there he has no concern, other
wise he would have done what was asked 
bv the Queensland Government. He had· 
no right to lav down ?"nv COnditionS. It WaS 
for the Queen,Jand GovC.rnment to give the 
m~n what the Queensland Government 
thought was a fair thing in view of the
serious position in the North. Had the 
Commonwealth Gm·ernment accepted the 
offer of the Queensland Government, we 
would havp had food 'hips running to North 
Ou<'ensland at the latter end of May, and· 
thei·e would have been no food shortage in 
that part, of the State. As c~mditions !'re
at present, it behoves those m authority, 
and those reprc•senting the p~;ople, to do 
t.heir best and to pass legislation thlat will 
be to th; advantage and happiness of the· 
people. Here is an instance of profitcering 
that has been going on. and which will con
tinue to go mi regardless of whom it m~y 
hutt, or whom it may oppress, unless legis
lation is passed to prevent it. Many of those 
who offered their services to the country 
during the late war have sacrificed their 
limbs and faculties, and to-day many of 
them arc practically wrecks ; neverth~less the 
prolitee!' goes on fattening and battonmg, and 
cares not whom he may hurt. I will now 
quote from the 11elbourne "Age:' of. 7th· 
Au((nst to show what the profiteer ts domg; 
and no't only i" he doing this in Vic~oria, 
but he will do it in Queenslan-d too tf he-

gets the opportunity. '!;'here is 
L8 p. m. ·1 going to be a constdet•able 

flmount of building in Melbourne, 
i:t th<' near futur<' which will necessitate 
!lw use of a lot of' bricks, and this is _h?w 
the protitc•qr i" goi_ng to meet the post~IOn 
in ::\lc•lbomn". I wtll read the whole artwle, 
b('('atN' it i' \Yorth reading-

,, Urw would have thought that the pro
f•tl'er, no matt<'r how soull.ess his attitude
towards the general pubhc, would have 
had some consideration for the m·en who 
shed their blood for them in the gre~t 
war. But the greed of the profiteer ts. 

J[r. O'Sullivan.] 
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insatia,ble, gratitude is unknown to him· 
~e is _no respecter of persons, He is trY
mg his hardest now to exploit the soldier 
in the. war service homes seheme. \Vhen 
the act was passed it was recognised that 
the Repatriation Department would be 
up against the brick and timber com
bines, and negotiations were entered into 
to arrange a working basis, so that exist
i:'g .machinery could be used. The nego
tJatwns have been made, and are still 
being made, in some cases, but the brick 
and timber profiteers have no conscience, 
and they stand unyielding. The price of 
bricks in Victoria to-day is about £2 Ss. 
In New South Wales it is £2 13s.; yet 
the State brickworks in that State turn 
-<Jut bricks at about £2 2s. a 1,000, make 
a handsome profit, and pay their men 
a 15 per cent. bonus. The actual cost 
of bricks at the State works is about 
£1 13s. ::'\ egotiations under the war 
ilervice homes scheme have revealed the 
fact that the brick profiteers want to 
make, roughly, £1 a 1,000 out of the 
Housing Commission. The latter ex
pect to use 750,000,000 bricks, so that, 
unless some other source of supply is 
found, £7501000 will go into the pockets 
.of the exploiters. In the matter of timber 
the situation is no better. The saw
millers have conceded something to the 
~ousing Commission, but the dressed 
timber merchants are out to exploit the 
soldiers as much as the brickmakers. 
'They have offered a slight reduction, but 
no more than they give to the contrac
tor who P!'YS monthly for his materials. 
'The Housmg Com~ission is faced with 
two alternatives. Either it must pav the 
<Jxorb!tant prices demanded by· the 
vampires, wl;10 are out to. exploit the 
soldwr, or It must estabhsh its own 
brickworks and timber mills. The Com
mission is already planning the erection 
.of a modern brickworks and an up·to· 
date timber plant. It must be palpable 
to . t~e pro~t~ers that nearly all the 
blllldmg activity in the future will be 
soldiers' homes, and the opinion is 
generally expressed that when all the 
soldiers have been provided with homes 
the scheme will be extended to the 
civilian population. It would take some 
~onths to establish brickworks, but this 
Is sure to be done if the building pro
fiteers do not see reason. It is one of the 
most sc!'ndalous things in ·the history of 
Australia that the_ profiteers who stayed 
at home and let others go out and fight 
should seek to line their pockets at the 
expense of the latter. No community 
would tolerate such a state of affairs." 

No1 it. 'hould not. Just faney, £750.000 
gomg mto the hands of the profiteers ! Yet 
~hes!' are the men who talk about doing 
J ustwe to the returned men. They tell us 
that we should make every sacrifice for the 
returned soldier, while a.t the ":amo time 
they want to makp £750,000 out o£ thP 
soldiers themselves. That is an instance of 
what the profiteer would do in the State of 
:Victo_ria. Thank God we have a Gov~rnment 
m this State who. are not going to allow the 
profiteer to explOit the soldier! 

Mr. CoRSER: ·what are you quoting from? 

"'Mr. ,?'SULLIVAN: From the Melbourne 
Age, a paper that supports your party. 
Mr. CoRSER: You are quoting from a 

letter. 

[M1·. O'Sulhvan: 

Mr. KIRWAN: No; it is an article. You 
can see it yourse•lf in the library. You can 
also see what the Farmers' Union say about 
profiteering. 

Mr. 0' SULLIV AN : We see now how the 
profiteers want to treat the returned soldier. 
We remember how they cheered the soldiers 
on to go to war, and yet, when these men 
come back, the profiteers want to exploit 
them and make them pay high prices. These 
are the men who are• up in arms against 
taxation when money is asked for to give 
the soldiers a pension. They want the 
soldiers to be treated like their forefathers 
were treated in the old country after they 
came home after a war when they were 
asked to subsist on 6d. per day. I have seen 
them myself subsisting on that amount, and 
the most they got was 2s. 6d. per day, and a 
man would have to be a colour-sergeant 
before he was entitled to that pension, The 
soldiers are out for a fair pension, and I 
am with them eve·ry time. It is the Federal 
Government which should give the soldier> 
a pension, and not leave it to the Sta,te 
Governments to dole out small sums. The 
State Government should not be e·xpected 
to pay a pension to the soldiers . 

Mr. CORSER : The soldiers do not expect 
it. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: The S'tate· Govern
ment are doing more than the Commonwealth 
Government, or any other State Government, 
to settle soldiers on the land. 

Mr. CORSER: The New South Wales 
Government gives financial assistance. 

Mr. KIRWAN: The New So-qth Wales 
Government put the soldiers on the land 
and leave them there. 

Mr. CORSER: You settle them on your own 
land-on a perpetual lease. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: I am pleased to notice 
that the Government propose to bring in a 
Fair Rents BilL 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: The workers of 
Quee·nsland have been expecting this Bill 
for ;ome time, and I hope we will get it 
through the Upper House this session, Rents 
have gone up all over Queensland, and in 
Brisbane particularly. In some instances 
rents have· gone up from 60 to 100 per cent., 
and extortionate rents are demanded from 
tenants. The previous speaker said that he 
did not know how we were going to adjust 
rents, but you can adjust the rent of a 
house be·tter than the price of any article. 
You know what it costs to build a house, 
and yo-q can easily find the cost of upkeep, 
so that it would not be a hard thing to fix 
a fair rent. I am glad to notice that the 
Gm·ernment intend to bring in a Bill to 
amend the \Y orkers' Dwellings Act. Ever 
since I ha.-e be·cn in Parliament I have 
ad.-ocated that the Government should intro
duce a Workers' Dwellings Bill for the 
benefit of the men who have no land at all 
and the man who cannot afford to buv an 
allotment. It is the man who is unable to 
comply with the present Act in this respect 
that we should give assistance to. At the 
present time, a man has to have a bit of 
land and be able to put up a sum of money 
before the Act can be put into operation. 
This Bill will be of some advantage to the 
workers, and will do something towards 
keeping down the high rents and the high 
cost of living. That is to-day the greatest 
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problem that we have; but, if we take our 
·courage in both hands and get from the 
exploiter that which he extorts from the 
worker, we shall be able not only to meet 
·our obligations, but to make the position of 
the worker much happier than it has been 
in the- past. That, I hope, will be the result 
·of the legislation which we pass. I am 
su~e that whatever we do is not going to 
brmg about a heaven on earth-that will 
take a considerable time-but the Govern
ment are going to do all they can to better 
the· conditions of the workers, and make life 
mqch happier for the present and future 
,generations of Queensland than it has boen 
in the past. 

GOVERN:VJENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. CARTER (Port Curtis): In rising to 
.support the motion for the adoption of the 
Addre·ss in Reply, I would like to express 
my appreciation of the excellent programme 
put, through the Speech, before the House. 
'There is a number of mogt usPful measures 
-outlined, and I am hopeful that too much 
time will not be wasted in discussion, so that 
the whole of the programme may go through. 
I have been very interested in listening to 
many of the informative speeches made dur
ing the debate, and I have been somewhat 
.amused at the confusion which seems to 
reign amongst hon. members opposite. So 
many statements have been made of such a 
·contradictory character that one wonders 
what t.hey are driving at. The hon. mem
ber for Keppel not inappropriately likened 
them to a Jazz band. • There is not onl:v 
lack of harmony in their speeches but en
tire discord. We find one hon.' membel· 
·getting up a';ld making one statement, and 
another makmg a statement directly con
trar:y to. it. One will say he is in favour of 
arb1tratwn, and another will tear it to 
:pieces. 

Mr. CORSER : No. 

Mr. CARTER: Anotlwr sa vs that thev 
hold their meetings in secret, ~and anothe'r 
says they are held openly. The .hon. mem
ber for Oxley deplored the fact that the 
practice of having the Address in Reply was 
still maintained, yet, after deploring,, ho 
went on to, what he would call, waste t1me. 
I contend that, if anyone regards a thing 
·as wrong, he is morally a very weak man 
when, like the sheep following a bell-wether, 
be continues to do it. (Government laughter.) 
But that is exactly what he did. He wasted 
an hou~ of the time of this Chamber, which, 
from his own point of view, is a very im
proper thing to do. He is like the man who 
say;,, " Bill Thompson broke into the bank, 
and I am going to break into the bank." 
"Dick Johnson got drunk, and I .am going 
to get drunk." (Laughter.) That is the sort 
of .attitude the hon. member took up. I 
·expect to sec more dignity in the members 
of this Chamber. I regard this as a very 
useful method of exposing any grievance 
we have, or of expressing our opinion on the 
various proposals that are outlined for the 
consideration of member,, and, therefore, 
I take my opportunity of sp<~akin"'. But it 
surprised me to hear the hon. m~mber for 
Ox)e~, of wh.om I had formed a very high 
opmwn, tellmg us that he was going to 
follow the lead because someone else did. 
If he does something because somebody else 
<does it although he is not in svmpathy with 
it, he is in this Chamber wearing the wolf
skin of the capitalist, and addressing the 
House as though he was dressed in lamb's 

clothing. (Government laughter.) He told 
us, in replying to an interjection from the 
Acting Premier, that the whole of their 
caucus was he1d just as much in secret as 
onr caucuses. Our ooucns is entirely secret. 
I could not understand any party meeting 
that was not held in secret. It is not a. 
public meeting, but a meeting to discuss the 
busine's of the party, and I quite believe 
the hon. member for Oxif,y was speaking the 
truth when lw said that their party meetings 
were held in seeret; but I was surprised, 
on reading the ''Courier" this mornmg, to 
find the lion. member for Toowong saying 
that this was utterly untrue--

" The Acting· Premier (to 1Ir. Elphin
stone) : How are your caucU>'f'S held? 

"Jl.i!r. ELPHINSTONE: In exactly thL' 
same way as yours." 

The hon. member for Toowong, in his speech 
last night, said-·-

" The Government of the State was 
conducted in private-not in the halls of 
Parliam<>nt but at the Trades Hall, and 
'in secret c;ucus. The proceedings of the 
National party, on the other hand, w.ere 
open as the da v. There was nothmg 
thev need be ashamed of, and nothing 
thev wished to conceal, and he hoped 
that would always be the policy of the 
party." 

To-dav I listened to tiP hon. member for 
Flind~rs reading some confidential document. 

Mr. CoRSER: Do you know they are over 
two vears old-written before the last elec
tion f 

Mr. CARTEH,: When a man is dealing
with a confidential document we naturally 
suppose that the speeches made ~vhere that 
document is drafted are somethmg of the 
same character, and not intended for the 
]mblic · and therefore, when the hon. mem
ber fo~· Oxley tells us that his caucus is held 
in secret I believe him. But, when the hon. 
member' for Toowong gets up before the 
public and makes the statement that the 
party meetings are held in the open, . and 
that there are no caucuses or secret meetmgs, 
then I want to say that one of the hon. mem
bers is not telling the truth, and I do not 
think it is tf1e hon. member for Oxley on 
this occasion. (Government laughter.) 
'When two hon. members make statements so 
contradictory to each other, one of them 
cannot be true. The hon. member for Oxley 
on various occasions has gone out of his way 
to attack the Bolshnviks, and, no doubt, to 
attack socialism. I do not know what 
Bolshevism is, unless it is something on the 
lines of syndicalism. I e':'de~voured du~ing 
the time the cry of syndiCalism was raised 
to try and get at the' bottom of it. There 
is something very plausible in it, and I am 
quite .satisfied that manv of the able men 
who became exponents of syndicalism would 
not have taken up with it if there had !lot 
been something in it. The other evenm.g 
the hon. member for Oxlev went out of his 
wav to tell us that he believed in a system 
of ·the different hodie~ of workers taking 
over industries. If I have read anything 
of svndicalism, that is svndicalism pure and 
simple-that each bodv of WOrkerS mURt tn kP 
over that particular industry. I have tried 
to reason out what use it would be to the 
community for each particular ~ection to 
take over an mdustry. I am satiefie.d that 
those engaged in the industry would try tn 
make the most of it, and we should have each 
industry trying to take advantage of the 

Mr. Carter.] 
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others. Yet we find the hon. member for 
Oo:Ley telling us that he believes tha.t the 
unions should conduct and own the mdus
rrir s. 'While I say that on some occasions I 
believe the hon. member, there are occa
sions on which I would require a very large 
grain of salt to get down what he says. 

Mr ELPHINSTONE : It does not concern me 
what· you think. 

Mr. CARTER: I know it does not. It 
does not concern me what the hon. member 
thinks and I am sure very few hon. mem
bers i;, the House a,re concerned with what 
the hon. member thinks. The hon. member 
has a nice voice and speaks in a nice way, 
but when you analyse the stuff he has said, 
it is so contradictory that one does not know 
where he stands. Some hon. members on the 
other side begin to think that he should 
come to this side. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: ;-.;-ot while you are there. 
Mr. CARTER: But judging him by his 

statements, we do not want him on this 
side. One hon. member opposite will get 
up and' tell us that there is no such thmg 
as profiteering and, generally speaking, try 
to get the people to believe that there was no 
such thing. On the other hand, the hon. 
member for Oxley says that there is. 

Mr. CoRSER : \Vho said there was not 1 

Mr. CARTER: The hon. member for 
Burnett said there was not. He said there 
was no such thing-that it was purely 
mythical. The hon. member said-

" The ' remorseless profiteer ' is to be 
made the scapegoat of this Government. 
For the most part, the profiteer in 
Queensland is merely a myth, and a 
political mvth at that. It is brought 
about merely to bring a few electors on 
to the right track." 

]\fr. CORSER: "For the most part." 

Mr. CARTER: A purely mythical pro
fiteer! Other hon. members, by inference·. 
have tried to lead the House to believe that 
there is no such thing as a profiteer. We 
know that their great god, "Billy" Hughes, 
say' he is going to attack the profiteer, and 
is also going to attack the Bolshevik when 
he returns to Australia. 

Mr. CORSER: Well, he will have you. 
Mr. CARTER: He has had the whole of 

Australia pretty badly. (Government laugh
ter.) He says he is going to attack the pro
fiteer on the one hand and the Bolshevik on 
the other. The Bolshevik is attacking the 
profiteer. Hughes represents to-day the 
capitalistic section. It is true that he has 
been almost everything that has a name as 
a political party. So have hon. members 
on the other side. They have had a dozen 
different names. The leopard cannot change 
his spots, but they can change their names
(Government laughter)-but we know them 
despite their names. It is like painting a 
sparrow's feathers to make it a canary. (Go
vernment laughter.) They can call them
selves what they like-they are the capitalistic 
party. It was only necessary to listen to the 
speech of the hon. member for Flinders 
to-day to realise the attitude they are taking 
up. We know of the document, "Dear 
Macartney," of a few years ago. We know 
of the scheme of the profiteer&, the insurance 
companies, who were going to find so much 
money for the party opposite to fight their 
battle. I know that in my district subscrip
tions came, not from the workers' unions, 
but from very wealthy men, to conduct 

[Mr. Carter. 

cam'paigns against myself and others. I havE!' 
here a little document indicating their 
methods of getting a large sum of money 
for the coming Federal and State elections. 
These people belong to the capitalistic partv; 
and, if anybody is a profiteer, it is the 
capitalist; and yet we find an hon. member 
like the hon. member for Oxley, who wa& 
put into the House by the money of the 
capitalistic section, saying that there is pro
fiteering. And if I know anything about 
the profiteers, they do not give a £1 unless 
they get £1 5s. or £1 10s. back. If they 
hire wage-slaves-thev do n9t care whether 
they are in the trenches, or in the tunnels, 
or on the other side of this House-they 
want full value from them. They may give 
them good clothes; they will give them food 
to eat, and wine to drink ; but still they are 
slaves to their party, and they have to come 
to heel w'hen the whip is put upon them. 
They represent the capitalist section, pure 
and simple, and when they come and tell us 
that they believe that the capitalistic system 
is something damnable, how are we to be
lieve them? The hon. member for Oxley 
said-

" I am one of those who believe, and 
I have never ceased to state it, that the 
profiteering whic'h is going on is most 
damnable." 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : Hear, hear ! and other 
things are damnable in this House, too. 
(Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. CARTER: 
" There are numerous instances of pro

fiteering in our midst, an<l, when the Bill 
comes forward dNtling with the question, 
I shall do all I can to assist the Govern
ment to frame a measure which will be· 
reasonable and applicable to the present 
position." 

The last few words are the important ones. 
The hon. member will sav that the Bill is 
not reasonable and applicable. No matter 
if the Bill were perfection in itself it woul<l 
never be "reasonable and applicable" in 
the views of a man who represents thu 
capitalistic section in this Chamber. He may 
make what speeches he likes to the elector',. 
at Oxley and tell thorn how damnable pro
fiteering is. He may tell them that and a. 
number of other things; but. when the whip 
is cracked, he will come to heel, and, if lw 
does not, somebody else will represent Oxley 
in his place. 

Another question I wish to discuss is how 
the Nationalist se~tion treat the poor farm<>r 
they pretend to befriend. \Ve have from 
time to time heard a great deal about the 
butter question. It became necPe~ary when 
this party came into power to take over thn 
butter because of the boodling-profiteering 
-that was going on. The hon. member for 
Drayton has gone so far as to say that th'' 
late leader of his party-whom at one timn 
he worshippE'CI-that Mr. Denham-and he 
said it with a sneer ou his lip-was no 
farmer; he lived on the farmer-that was 
practically what he inferred. ~\nd since thP 
Government found it rwccssarv to take over 
the butter and handle it a.s 'they did, th<'Y 
did exceedingly well. 

Mr. ConsEH : The Commonwealth did. 
Mr. CARTER: It is quite interesting to 

he·ar a member of the Nationalist party 
trying to claim all the advantages this 
c:lovernment has given to the farmer for the, 
Nationalist party. The hon. member ~nows 
that he has indul;>;Pd in numerous tiradE's 
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against the Secretary for Agriculture for 
doing this useful work for the farmer. Then' 
is no man, as Minister, who has taken a 
greater interest in the farmer than the hon. 
gentleman during the term he has occupied 
the position of Secretary for Agricultur<'. 
He has brought in many most useful mea
sure,, and he handled the butter question in 
a masterly way as compar<:'d with private 
enterprise or Federal control of the industry. 
I am going to give you the Federal conduct 
of the question in a fpw minutes, so that we 
can draw a very vivid contrast between what 
has been done ·by the State for the farmers 
and what has since been done by the Com
monwealth. The hon. member for Drayton 
for months and months called across this 
Chamber, "You have stolen our butter." 
What can the hon. member for Burnett mean 
when he --avs that the Federal Government 
took contrd!, when the hon. member for 
Drayton constantly abuses the Secretary for 
Agriculture for taking th<:'ir butter? 1] nder 
State control we find that for the portion of 
the two years when butter was controlled bv 
the State the factories were enabled to pa}· 
to the farmers a better price than has been 
paid before or since. During 1915-16 the 
price paid by tlw factories was ls. 2~d. per 
lb. for their butter contents. 

Mr. CORSER: And it cost the Government 
2s. 6d. a lb. to make butter at Gatton College. 

Mr. CARTER: During 1916-17 the Go
vernme·nt were able to pay the factories 
k 4~d. for the butter contents, and 
on top of that the Agricultural Department 
distributed about £32,000 amongst the fac
tories, equivalent to another Hd. per lb. 
for th<;! butter fat. What does that mean? 
It means ls. 6d. per lb. I want to give the 
hon. member for Burnett a little informa· 
tion, and I have made inquiries as to when 
the Federal Gm·ernment took control of the 
butter. W c find that in October, 1916, they 

started to take it over. They 
[8.30 p.m.] issued their fir<,t proc·lamation on 

the 6th Jannarv, 1917. I would· 
like the hon. member for" Burnett to take 
notice of that. The price tlwv fixed ,,wa• 
158s.-equiYalent to ls. 5d. per lb. manu
factured. On lOth September following they 
fixC'd the price at 152s. 4d. per cwt. 

Mr. CORSER: The farmers ftxed it. They 
are on that board. 

Mr. CARTER: The farnwrs had no part 
whatenr in fixing this. 

Mr. CORSER: They are represented on that 
board. 

Mr. CARTER: On 17th SC'ptembcr, 1917, 
the price was fixed again, and on 11th 
October, 1917, the price was fixed at 149s., 
on 29th October at 149s., on 23rd '!\fay, 1918, 
at 154s. It was wld to the Imperiai Govern
ment. through the Commonwealth, at 154s .. 
less 3~ per cnnt., and the price then ruling 
in Great Britain wa.s 225s. per cwt. 

Mr. CORSER: And secured it to the 
farnH'rs. 

Mr .. CAHTER : The price was 22Es. I 
am going to enlighten tlw hon. member for 
Burnett, who professes to be a farmer, about 
its being secur<>d to the farmer. · 

Mr. CORSER: I have had some of it; it 
has been returned to us. 

Mr. CARTER: I know all about it· I 
will tell hon. members what thev ]~ad 
returned to them. \Ve find that up "to the 
28th 1'\m·ember, 1918, the price did not ex
c-eed 168s., but on that date it rose to 

172s. Sd. f.o.b. It did not matter what the 
price wa' in England; that is all they could 
g_et for it, and nothing has been returned 
smcc. On 22nd February, 1919, the price 
fell to 168s. Sd., and on 7th Mav of this year 
it was fixed again at 177s. 4d. · 

Mr. JA:IIES: Those JUre Queensland figures. 

Mr. CAHTER: They are Australian 
figt!res _generally. We find that the price 
rulmg 111 London in 1914-15 was 130s. ; in 
1915-16, 150s.; in 1916-17 the highest price was 
205s., in 1917-18 it ranged from 200s. to 233s. 
4d., and in 1918-19 it ranged from 233s. 4d. 
io 252s. per 2wt. It did go up as high as 
286s. In 1917 Danish butter realised 500s. 
per cwt. I might say that this was during 
an exceptional period, >at the time when the 
Danish people were taking in exchange 
cement and other material for making pill
boxes to assist the Germans in the war. At 
that time the price was fixed in Queensland 
at 151s. per cwt. 

Mr. OORSER : Do you deny that the f•armers 
received their exce;;s profits? 

"'lr. CARTER: I am not denying any
thmg at all. I am making a speech and, 
if the hon. member will cease imitating a 
galah parrot, I will quote further figures. 

Mr. CoRSER: I am glad you call it a 
speech. 

Mr. CARTER: I w>ant to say that the 
Fed<;:ral Government, in May, 1917, fixed the 
price of butter in Queensland at 154s., less 
3i; per cent., and the price in London at 
that time was 229s. The cost of conveying 
it to London at that time was 25s. per cwt. 
And now we come to what the farmers got 
returned from that, and this is the sum which 
the hon. member for Burnett was speaking 
about. That amount of 25s. covered the 
cost of shipping and marketing, so that 
th~ price in Australia on board ship was 
204s. per cwt. n~t. The price paid to the 
farmers was 15ls. net. 'fhe result was 
that there was a matter of 53s. difference, 
and we find later that 19s. per cwt. was 
paid out of that 53s. 'fhere has been 
the greatest profiteering in England. Th(ly 
could not afford to pay 500s. in 1917 and 
something like 300s. for Irish butter and 
then s<;ll ours at anything under the same 
price. 1\'o know that the price of Australian 
butter was 229s., if not mor~-that is, whole· 
sale-and we find that all that the farmers 
got out of this was 19s., which, added to 
15ls., makes 170s. At the time when the 
Secretary for Agriculture in Queensland was 
handling the butter, he handl~d it at such 
a profit to the farm<>r that the factories were 
t'nabled t.o give to the farmers a price equal 
to 1s. 6d. per lb. for the buttcr-cont~nts of 
their cream. During the time that this 
Government were handling it the farmers re
ceived ls. 6d. per lb., whilst ls. 3d. >and 1s. 
4~d. had been the best prices paid under 
Federal control. And vet we know that 
butter i, something like 300~. per cwt. in 
Great Britain. With regard to the 19s., 
the hon. member for Burnett went out of his 
way to say that an arrangcm<]nt was made 
by which they were to get so much. The 
Chief Prices Commissioner of the Federal 
GoYernment in Melbourne gave me this in
formation a little over ot year ugo-

" AdYices had been receiYed that there 
had been a profit in Great Britain on the 
sale of last season's butter shipments 
from Australia. After the contract had 
b'<en concluded at 149s. 4d. per cwt. 
for supplies sent to Great Britain, the 

Jfr. Carter.] 
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butter producers made 'a request for a 
share of the profits on the sale of butter 
in the United Kingdom. This was as
sented to, and as a result th<} producers 
of Australia would receive a further 
dividel1!d on j;he .putter shipped last 
season. He had not been advi,ed as to 
the amount of the dividend. The Brit
ish Government did not apprecia-te the 
request for .a share in the profits, and 
it was not likely that the same condi
tions would prevail in connection with 
the contract for shipments during the 
approaching season." . 

There we have direct evidence of the sort 
of contract that was made. I will also read 
what Sir Thomas McKenzie said in the 
"Courier" of 8th November, 1917-

" It seemed strange th•at in the sale 
of produce loyalty should furnish a handi
cap, whilst disloyalty commanded a 
premium. The New Zealand dairymen 
got ls. 5d. per lb. for butt<?r, and the 
Irish nearly daub!~." 

I am satisfied there was no disloyalty in 
Ireland, though it may be all very well 
for h!m to talk about disloyalty. We find 
that m Ireland they got 2s. lOd. for their 
butter, as against ls. 4d. in Queensland. And 
this is the Nationalist party that hon. mem
bers on the oth.;r side of this Chamber are 
in a few weeks going to ask the people to 
support. That is the sort of attitude they 
take up. I am quite satisfied that the hon. 
member for Oxley will be out on th(l plat
form. and with a most blatant voice will 
ask for the return of the Federal member 
of the Nationalist party, and vet he comes 
to this House and he tells us he· believes that 
profiteering is damnable. I want the elec
tors in Oxley to listen to his speeches when 
the time comes. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: You come and talk to 
them. -

Mr. CARTER: I will talk to the electors 
when the time comes. I want to say a word 
or two about the treatment of Queensland 
by the Nationalist Federal Government. The 
prices of butter in Australia on 14th May, 
1918, were as follow :-Queensland, first 
grade 149s. 4d., retail ls. 6d.; New South 
Wales, the same; Victoria and Tasmania, 
162s. ; South Australia, the same J?rice as 
Victoria; West Australia, 168s. Th1s shows 
the differentiation between the States at this 
time. Victoria was getting 162s., and this 
State only got 149s. for its butter, and not 
because it was of poorer qualitv. It was of 
the sa,me quality, and yet hon: members on 
the other side, professing to be the friends 
of the farmers, will go to the country and 
tell the farmers that they are still their 
friends, and that the Labour Secretary for 
Agriculture was robbing tl.c farmers when 
he put the factories in the· position to receive 
ls. 6d. per lb. for the butter contents of their 
cream. Such a price was never equalled in 
Quee·nsland. Despite the fact that Victoria 
was given an advantage of 12s. per cwt. for 
butter manufactured in Australia, they had 
the audacity and the hardihood to go to the 
country and tell the people that they are the 
farmers' friends. They are either not intelli
gent enough to understand the position, or 
they are not honest enough to tell the people 
the truth. 

Mr. CORSER; You robbed us of our butter 
and hawked it rol!nd Me·lbourne. 

Mr. CARTER: That is the position with 
regard to the butter question. The hon. 

[Mr. Garter. 

member had no word to say last session 
against the Dairy Produce Bill, but his 
friends in another place-the Nationalists of 
the same party-have held this important 
me·asure up for twelve months now. The 
farmerb know they have been robbed by the 
factories ; they are constantly crying out 
about being robbed, and when they asked 
for this Bill in order that they might get a 
fair deal from the factorie•s which have been 
robbing them, the hon. members used their 
influence, doubtless, with their colleagues in 
another place, and this Bill was held up 
for twelve months. I was very ple·ased to 
see it submitted the other day, and I trust 
it will now go through .without further 
opposition. 

At fifteen minutes to 9 o'clock p.m., 
The CHAIR~!AK OF COM:\IITTEES (Mr. Bertram) 

took the chair as Deputy SpPaker. 
Mr. CARTER: I was a little surprised 

not to have he·ard a single word of protest 
or of sympathy from hon. members on the 
other side in regard to the treatment meted 
out to a great number of Queensland citizens 
-men who are law-abiding honest, indus
trious, and loyal. Because they happened 
to have been born in a countrv with which 
the Empire was at war, they haxe been sub
jected to the very worst treatment, and hon. 
members on the other side of the· Chamber 
have uttered no word of protest. They must 
be possessed of the same information which 
is in my possession. They must know of the 
treatment which has be·en meted .out to these 
people. They must know what is threaten
ing many people in Queensland to-day. Yet 
no protest was raised against it. During the 
early part of the war, in my electorate a 
numbe·r of citizens as innocent as any mem
ber in this Chamber of anv word or act of 
disloyalty were taken from· their homes and 
thrown into the internment camp. In the 
Lockyer district, a man who, I am satisfied 
bv the dozens of references and certificate-s 
I. have read. is of unimpeachable character 
-Mr. Sachse, a solicitor at Gatton-was 
taken, and for three months interned in the 
camp at Holdsworthy. No charge was e·ver 
made against him. In regard to the gentle
men who went from my district, no charge 
has been made since. They have been given 
no trial, and there was no e·vidence what
ever of any act of disloyalty. In the district 
from which they were taken, people 
expressed amazement that they were taken 
away. I have· here a letter marked "Confi
dential and secret," which is an attempt to 
induce the people to whom it is addressed to 
give a statement regarding :Mr. R. F. A. 
Sachse.'s disloyalty. They say-

" I understand that those persons who 
are able· to give statutory declarations 
will not do so, for fear of their names 
being divulged. I wish to point out that 
all "tatutorv declarations are treated as 
strictly .confidential, and the names are 
not divulg•'d." 

\Vhai an opportunity for despicable, dishon
est persons to put away a man whom they 
want to have put away. I know it happened 
in my district ! There were in my district 
four or five men who were guilty_ of no 
offence, who are languishing in an intern· 
ment camp because someone had a grudge 
against them and desired to have them put 
away for the time being. This letter goes 
on-

" I shall be pleased if you will submit 
a statutory declaration concerning 
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Sachse's disloyalty. A similar letter to 
this has been forwarded to the following 
citizens :-Mr. Clark, Mr. McMurdo, 
Mr. L. Cossart, and Mr. W. D. Arm
strong.'' 

GDVERXC\IEXT MEMBERS : Oh ! 

Mr. CARTER: Mr. Sachse's internment 
synchronised with the visit of iY1r. W. D. 
Armstrong to :Melbourne. 

A GovERN:UEXT ME)!BER: Is that the ex
Speaker? 

Mr. CARTER: The ex-Speaker of this 
House had one of those letters. W e• had 
taken from my district a man who was inno
cent as a babe. No charge was ever made 
against him. When he came back to Glad
stone he was given a welcome by his work
mate·s, because they knew of his honesty and 
innocence. They imew why he went there. 
He had a welcome such as no other man 
who has returned to Gladstone has ha.d. 
They knew he was wronged, and they wante·d 
him ~o m;derstand that they regarded him 
as bemg mnocent. They treated him as he 
deserved to be treated. Since then this man 
has .been .subjec.ted to a goo·d deal of incon
vemence m havmg to repwrt. \Vhen he cam-' 
plained. that restriction was withdrawn. 
But something worse has taken place. There 
a1·e a number of men who were not interned 
against whom no suspicion of disloyalty w~ 
raised-men who had the misfortune to come 
here in 1913, at the im-itation of hon. mem
bers on the other side of this Chamber. I 
think the Denham Government did not do 
wrong in trying to induce good European 
eitizens to come here. Thev arc excellent 
settlers. I have no fault to find with them. 
\Var broke out. Of course, they could not 
have foreseen anything of that kind. If they 
could, I am satisfied that Mr. Denham was 
a man of sufficient intelligence and breadth 
of mind still to desire good citize-ns for 
Queensland. This is a letter written to the 
wife of an unfortunate man who has been 
threatened with deportation because he was 
not long enough in Queensland to become 
naturalised. No charge has been made and 
no evide~ce has been brought against him. 
The pubhc do not know him except as an 
honest, industrious man, who has nothing to 
say to anyone--

"Mrs. 0. Meiberg,-It is possible that 
your husband will be de-ported. If so 
you and your children will have to accom: 
parry him, ·except under the following 
conditions:-

" 1. If you were a British subject before 
your marriage, you have the right to 
refuse to accompany your husband, and 
you will be allowed to remain in Aus
tralia. 

"2. All children born in Australia have 
the right to remain here if they so desire. 

" It would therefore be necessary for 
you to forward to this office immediately 
your certificate of marriage and the ce-r
tificate of birth of yot)r children. 

" In the event of your not being able 
to produce these certificates, it will be 
necessary for you to supply this office 
with the· date and place of your marriage 
and also the full christian name, date, 
and place of birth of each of your chil
dren. 

" Should the children desire to stay 
here though their parents are deported, 
they will have to state their desire in 
writing. 

" In exceptional cases the wife of an 
enemy subject may be allowed to remain 
in Australia even if she were not a 
British subject befor() her marriage, in 
which case it is necessary that she state 
fully her reasons for not desiring to 
accompany her husband." 

Only a few years ago it was the howl of 
the party sitting opposite that the Labour 
party stood for a breach of the marriage 
laws-the dissolution of marriage. What 
does this mean? A man who has been united 
to the woman he loves has been torn away 
from her. The little ones, the sacred pro
duct of these two people, are to be torn a way 
from both parents; they are to be sent out 
of the country-a country languishing for 
citizens. \Ve talk about the sacredness of 
the marriage tie! Fancy the Nationalist 
party getting up now and canting about 
the sacredness of the marriage tie and these 
people being torn asunder. Talk a.bout 
Bolsheyism and free !o,-e J \Vhat clo they 
mean bv this? \V e know the li vcs of most 
of thes,;' men '~ould not be worth the living 
once this evil thing is done. 'These children, 
born in a free country and brought up under 
the wrv best conditions under which children 
could be reared, arc to be sent to a hostile 
country-a country that do os not "ant them. 
These people left that country because they 
had no more time for it; the conditions 
"ere not good e-nough for their requirements. 
and they came here because they preferred 
Auotralia. They were prepared to renounce 
the land of their birth and become naturalised 
Australian.·; and, when a man is !Jrepared 
to giYP up the country of his birth and 
S\nar allegiance to another GoYernmont, I 
say that man means business. The•··:· men 
who have come here are prepared to do 
that. and. if thev are thrust back on the 
country that they 'have left, they would have 
a hostile reception. And these Au;;tra lian 
children are to be cast out of Australi" and 
sent to Germany because their par;mh, who 
haYe committed no wrong, haY·e not been 
here long enough to become naturalised. 
This is the sort of thing that is going on, 
and we have no word of 'protest from the 
other side of the Chamber I do not care 
what blood a man possesses, and I do not 
care what his colour or what his religion 
is; any man with any sentiment of humanity 
or Christianity in him would object to that 
kind of thing; and yet it is taking place 
under a Nationalist Government. We are 
told that the war is over; we are told that 
peace has been signed. \V e were told nine 
months ago that the war had ceased, and 
that there was an armistice, and yet these 
people, despite all these facts, are to be 
taken away from the country and sent
where? I am going to read a petition 
that came from a number of these people. 

Mr. WEIR: Did that come from the Bin
jour Plateau settlers? 

Mr. CARTER: It did not come from the 
Binjour Plateau settlers. 

Mr. CORSER : Why did your Government 
refuse to give these people advances under 
the Agricultural Bank Act? 

Mr. CARTER : I am not here to carry on 
a dialogue. I am here to say what has 
occurr,:>d. This is the petition that was sent 
by a number of these men to the Hon. W. G. 
Higgs, M.P.-

" We, the undersigned, address you as 
the Federal member representing this 

1!/r. Carter.] 
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district, and desire to place our position 
before you, and ask you to kindly use 
_your best endeavour to place the facts 
in the proper quarters, with a view to 
having justice done to us. That is all 
we ask-justice. 

" Firstly, we might inform you that 
several of the wives of unnaturalised 
German settlers in this district have re
ceived letters from the military authori
ties notifying them that it is possible 
their husbands will be deported (copy 
attached). The husbands are living with 
their wives and 'ha.ve not received any 
communications whatever as to the possi
bility of deportation. This has caused 
them much alarm, and has also greatly 
disheartened them, as also several others, 
who are single men. These methods seem. 
very strange to us, and we consider that 
if any such drastic action was contem
plated, it would be only fair and right 
that the men concerned should be noti
fied. 'iV e do not know of anything that 
we have done to warrant such action, 
as "e have been peaceable, law-abiding 
and industrious citizens since coming to 
the country. Our position is different to 
that of having, say, been under German 
rule in some German colony that may 
have come into British possession as a 
result of the war. We left Germany of 
our own free will, as a result of having 
had much inducement and encouragement 
held out to us to come to this country, 
and we were greatly attracttld by the 
bright prospects in store in the free Com
monwealth of Australia. We came pre
par&d to make this our future home, and 
have gone on to the virgin scrub land, 
and by dint of perseverance and industry 
have carved homes for ourselves. where 
we would be content to live for· the re
mainder of our lives. We might point 
out that our work not only benefits our
selve,, but greatly assists in developing 
this new land, thus adding to the Com
monwealth. If we are left here in peace 
we will continue industriously to further 
develop the land up to its highest pos
sible state. We brought with us the 
whole of our savings for our past life 
amounting to £200 and £300, and as 
much in one instance as £400. We have 
spent all this and several years of our 
life in addition, and have now no desire 
to leave this country. Our more youth
ful years are past, and we certainly do 
not want to commence life all over again 
in some other land. We were quite pre
pared and anxious to become naturalised 
British subjects, but the war came on, 
and ever since we have been refused 
naturalisation. We can produce certifi
cates to show that we have never re
ceived any punishment for crime in the 
country of our birth, nor have we con
flicted with the law in this country of 
our adoption, thus showing clearly that 
we are not what may be termed ' unde
sirables.' ·If we are deported we run 
the risk and danger of being refused 
admission to Germany, as we left there 
voluntarily, and have been away for a 
period of yearP. 

" In the event of the authorities being 
determined to force us out of the country, 
and per•isting in their determination, 
although greatly against our wishes and 
despite our protests, we would ask that, 
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at the very least, our request, as follows, 
be acceded to :-

" (1) That we be given the right to 
choose the country to which we may go, 
other than Germany. (We would quite 
understand that British possessions would 
in such a case as ours be closed against 
us.) Also the right to book our own 
passage on whatever ships we choose. 
We do not want to go back to Germany, 
and we do not think that Germany wants 
u•" We think it ·only reasonable to be 
able to choose our determination, and 
cannot sec that it would make any 
difference to the authorities. 

" (2) That we be given '-tmple notice of 
the intention of the authorities, so that 
we may have sufficient time to arrange 
our affairs, and dispose of our property. 
This would take some considerable time 
to do, if it is to be done to our best 
advantage. 

" (3) That we be allowed to take the 
full value of our assets with us in money, 
or failing this, we otherwise be granted 
a certain amount to take with us, and 
proper security be given us for the 
remainder, so that we can draw on our 
money after peace is declared, and 
wherever we may be. \V e do not think 
that the above would be asking too much, 
because even in Czarist Russia the above 
clause' of concession were granted, but, 
above all, in conclusion we will again 
emphasise that we would prefer to re
main in this country, and assure you we 
will give no reason for regret that we 
be allowed to do so. 
" vV e respectfully subscribe ourselves." 

Yet, despite that petition, and despite the 
fact that no inquiry whatever could obtain 
evidence of these people being anything other 
than of the very best character--

Mr. ROBERTS: Did you see :Y1r. vVatt's 
reply in the Federal House on Thursday 
last? He said these people would not be 
deported. 

Mr. CARTER: I did not see Mr. Watt's 
reply, but l know that only the other day 
they sent away a number of people. 

Mr. WHITFORD: They prefer the kanaka 
and the Jap. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Two shiploads have gone 
already. 

Mr. CARTER: I want to give a little 
further evidence of their attitude towards 
these people. I have already expressed my 
surprise, and it did surprise me, but I have 
further evidence of the attitude of the 
National party. This is from the "Daily 
Mail" of 15th August, 1917-

" At the annual conference of the 
National Political Council, held in Bris
bane, Mr. Gelston, of the National Politi
cal Council at Townsville, and the looder 
of the Korthern party, moved-

That stringent steps be taken to regu
late and restrain the rights of all 
citizens of enemy origin and their chil
dren of the first generation, and as the 
first step to"·ards such an end all such 
persons to be disfranchised for the 
period of the war." 

It is left to our imagination ·as to what 
they meant. Since that period we have 
realised what they mean by "regulating and 
restraining." During the last election a 



Address in Reply. [19 AuausT.] Address in Reply. 255 

Nationalist organiser went through my dis
trict and t<Jld the Germans that, if the 
Labour party were returned to power, they 
would be robbed of their farms; and yet we 
find this resolution in regard to "regulatino
and restraining." We find a little later tha~ 
that a conscription referendum was put to 
the people and the very thing outlined by 
Mr. Gelston was done during that referendum 
to Australians of German parentage-that is, 
to people born in Australia ; and, if a man is 
born in Australia, I think he has as great a 
.c] aim as any man in the world to a footing in 
Australia. In my district out of thirty names 

on a certain honour boar·d more 
[9 p.m.] than twelve of the names were 

German; yet during the 1917 
~onscription campaign, whilst thev were 
liable for conscription, . steps were taken to 
prevent them from havm~ a say as to what 
should be done with their bodies. Yet we 
find on 27th J uno, 1918, the " Brisbane 
Courier" writing as follows:-

"The restoration of the postal vote 
may be expected, while the question of 
the enemy alien franchise will probably 
be dealt with. At present certain 
persons, though disfranchised at the mili
tary service referendum, <tre able to vote 
at Federal by-elections, and a provision 
for their general disfranchisement will, 
no doubt, be made." · 

I understand that it has since been made, 
and these men will have no say in the 

-<Jountry of their birth. We are told by 
hon. members opposite that they believe in 
fair play, and yet not one word of protest 
has been uttered by them against that kind 
·of conduct. Not one of them has said a 
word against the deportation of men without 
a fair trial. No man should be sent away 
without being tried first. If he gets a 
trial, and, if he is proved to have done 
wrong, then ]et him be punished for it. 
But at any rate he should have the right 
of a fair trial b0fore he is deported. Look 
at the case of Paul Freeman. They took 
him away from Queensland after the armis
tice was signed. He was taken from Queens
land last January. Two or three attempts 
have been made to land him in <Jther 
countries without a trial. He was first 
taken 'to America, but the Americans did 
not think him desirable and would not allow 
him to land. He was then brought back 
again to Australia, and was given no oppor
tunity of being heard in his own defence" 
He is still desirous of remaining in Aus
tralia, but the Federal authorities have de
cided to deport him. There is no reason 
why he should be deported at all. We are 
told by the Nationalists that they are a 
fair party. 'f'he war is over, and there is 
a continuance of this kind of thing. Why 
do not hon. members opposite protest against 
it? I notice there is to be an amendment 
of the Immigration Restriction Act intro
duced into the Federal Parliament. That 
amendment prohibits the entry into t.he Com
monwealth for a period of five years, or 
until the Governor-General by proclamation 
otherwise determines. 'of any person of Ger
man. ~\ustro-Germ,w, f ulgarian, Hungarian, 
or Ottoman nationality. Yet in another 
p~tper of the same date we find a statement 
that German business men are to be allowed 
to ent"r Britain under specified conditions, 
provided that their pl'C'!ence in the country 
will prove beneficial to British trade. That 
is the way these people are being treated 

in Queensland. I am sorry that my time 
is drawing to a close, because I would like 
to say more on that question. 

There is another matter I wish to speak 
on, and that is the war propaganda carried 
on by the Tory party. \Ve know that the)T 
went out of their way to make statements 
during their war propaganda, and they fre
quently said, " Wait till the boys come back 
and you will see what they will do." In the 
conscription campaign the soldiers turned 
down the Nationalists. \Yhen the soldiers 
returned to Australia W'l find that they 
met a lot of the O.B.E. soldiers-" Only 
Been in England." I notice that a few 
of th"e creatures and a lot of ladies 
who pretended to do war work were hired 
by the party opposite to disturb meetings 
whenever Ministers got up to address them. 
I stood in the Market Square myself amongst 
these people, and I heard them telling 
men what to do to create a disturbance. 
They were well drilled and well tr,ined. 
During the Eight-hour procession ;here 
was a conspiracy to create a riot and en
danger the lives of women and children. 
There is no doubt that they tried to creatt• 
a riot in Queensland. I believe that the 
party opposite have adopted a _new name
"S.O.S."-" Soolers on of Soldiers." There 
arc men who are weak-minded who were 
Tories when they went away, and were still 
TorieB when they returned. No matter how 
many kicks and cuffs thev received, they 
remain Tories, and will do so until they 
die. Some of these returned Tory soldiers 
are aspirants for Parliament, and possibly 
some have got into Parliament. These are 
the men who talked about smashing up the 
" Standard " office. They were going to 
smash up the " Standard " office if some
thing was not withdrawn. It wasn't with
drawn, and no smashing took place, for 
the simple reason that amongst the soldiers 
were a number of intelligent men. These 
intelligent soldiers formed an association of 
their own because they would not stand that 
kind of thing. They took up the same 
manly stand in fighting for their rights 
that they took up when they went to fight 
in Europe. I listened to the speeches of 
the hon. member for Oxley and others. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE : I thought I would come 
again. 

Mr. CARTER: 'f11e hon. member will 
always come again. (Hear, hear, and laugh
ter.) The hon. member for Oxley followed 
the Hon. T. C. Beirne in the speeches at 
the Market Square. The other speakers 
referred to the red flag, but the hon. member 
for Oxley talked about a flag coloured white, 
yellow, and green, and he wanted to deal 
with those people who differed with him 
in religion. Fancy the hon. member trying 
to drag in a religious discus,;ion! 

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: Who did? 

Mr. CARTER: The hon. member for 
Oxley. He talked about Sinn Feiners. The 
hon. member went to the Market Square 
under the pretence of m!'>ving a resolution 
or loyalty, but he took the opportunity of 
sooling theRe men on. Mr. Gelston went oul: 
of his way to refer to me in his remarks, and 
we know that a soldier in Bundaberg stated 
that £15,000 had bee,n offered to help the 
soldiers for a certain purpos0. That state
ment has never been contradicted. After 
hearing the statements made by the hon. 
member for Flinders to-day, we can believe 

Mr. Carter,] 
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the story of the £15,000. That money was 
raised for the purpose of creating disorder in 
Queensland and in ordrr to discredit this 
Government. \Vc know that an hon. member 
of this Chamber talked about the.danger of 
"monkeying with dangerous men." It shows 
that he regarded them as dangerous. Then 
we have Dr. Sutton getting up and telling 
the soldiers that thev knew how to manu
facture bombs out of 'jam tins. Fancy mem
bers of the party opposite telling the soldiNs 
to make bombs out of jam tins in order to 
destroy life and property, just to discredit 
this Government! That is the attitude taken 
up by the supporters of hon. members oppo
sit·e, by the people who battened and fattened 
on the war. I know one gentleman who, 
in addition to drawing his parliamentary 
salary, got so much for wearing his uniform, 
and also got paid for one or two other 
little matters. 

GOYER).ll\'IEXT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! and 
laughter. 

Mr. CARTER: The same hon. member 
has tried patriotism. H<J has tried many 
things, and failed, and that is the most 
profitable occupa,ion he has ever had in his 
life. I want to say that, in my opinion, this 
thing will continue. Nothing is sacred to 
the party opposite. They are prepared to 
take any moasures to get back to power, 
because they know that, if our party keep 
in power, justice will be done to the people. 
They know that to raise the taxation nec<JS· 
sary to meet the immense charges which 
this war has caused, and to pay the increased 
wages required to carry on production, this 
Government will put th<J burden on the right 
shoulders. Thev know that we will tax the 
wealthy; and the people returned to this 
House by the money subscribed by those 
wealthy peopl<J are trying to stop us, and no 
lie will be too black or vile, and no action 
too evil, if they can prevent us from getting 
back to power. That is their object, and for 
that purpose they are carrying on this evil 
propaganda. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa): I concur in the 
gratification which has bcqn expressed by 
His Excellency and members of this House 
that the dreadful war which has devastated 
Europe and caused such an appalling loss of 
life has come to an end. I wish to express 
my sincere sympathy with thos<) who have 
been bereaved, and with those who have 
been wounded and are suffering from the 
effects of the war. I hope that th<J way 
will open for a lasting peace; but, while I 
hope for a permanent peace, I hesitate to 
agree with those who believe that the war 
which has just ended has been the finish of 
all war. I have endeavoured to weigh the 
factors which are working for and against 
peace. I have takQn into consideration the 
things which affect the social, industrial, 
and political life of the people of the world, 
and I have arrived at the conclusion that a 
great change must come over the minds of 
the p(!ople before any tangible scheme which 
will be accepted J.>y all the peoples of the 
earth can be arrived at. The paramount 
difficulty of settling international questions 
appears to be the racial question, and the 
harmonising of their views. The only. pos
sible wav that we know of at present rs by 
arbitrati;,n; but whether or not nrbitration 
will be acceptable to all parties as the means 
of settling their disputes in the future it is 
hard to say. I think that hon. members 
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will agree with me that international peace
can be expected only when the various 
nations of the world embrrace arbitration as 
the means of S<lttling their internal and ex
ternal disputes. If Germany had agreed to 
arbitrate, the war of 1914-1919 would not 
have occurred and the peace of the world 
would have b~en maintained. To b., effec
tive, arbitration must be supported by mean& 
of enforcing obedience to the tribunal's 
ruling, and it is on that point th_at I see 
trouble. We have only to consider the 
effectiveness-or, rather. the non-effectiveness 
-of arbitration in our· own State to realise 
this fact. In the Commonwealth of Aus
tralia, particularly in Q_u'lensland,_ the pe_ople· 
h\ave an ideal opportumtv of testmg arbitra
tion, or peace by nep;otiation. \Ve have a 
Labour Government m power, and a tem
peramentally-fitted court to deal wi~h dis
putes; but it is robbed of its eff<)cbveness
bv the failure of the Government to support 
the court. Instead of supporting the court, 
the Government are lying dormant whilst. 
their supporters tell us that they ar<J justi
fied in not accepting the award of the court 
when its decisions do not give them all that 
thev want. Thev state that they have not 
suri·endert;d the" right to strike ... In my 
opinion this is the crux of the positiOn-the· 
spirit which keeps the world at war, and one 
of the chief factors which makes war pos
~ible, and a lasting peace impossibl_e. ':fhe 
people in our midst who decry arbitratiOn, 
and preach class hatred, 3;n~ who engineer 
social, industrial, and politiCal unrest, are 
just as great a menace to the State as the 
Prussians who preached the gospel of hat~ 
in pre-war days were. to the world. The 
difference is, th'at one IS local and the other 
is international. The gospel of hate prt;ached 
by the Prussians ende-d. in_ a war of br~1tal 
violence, outrages, ra vis_hmgs, destructiOn, 
spoliation and a sorrowmg world. Where· 
the class hatred which is being p.reached by 
the supporters of the Government, and some 
of the members in this House, will lead 
Queensland to we Ciannot tell. Arbitration 
has not been thoroughly tried in Q~eens
land. Whilst the hon. member for Flmd<;rs 
was talking about arbitration, I asked hi!D 
whether, if arbitration was not acceptable m 
its present form, he would tell us on what 
foundation it could be successfully based,. 
and he replied, " See the Labour party's
platform." To an intelligent House that 
seems to be a case of a man saying " I want 
something ·different, and I know what I want, 
but I won't tell you, for I can't te1! you." 
That seems to be the logical conclusion of the· 
statement of the hon. member for Flinders. 

I want to refer briefly to the soldier•' 
settlements at Beerburrum and Pik.,d.> i,., 
Last session we heard a lot about the 13eer
burrum settlement, and the statements were 
very conflicting. I went to Beerbl!rrum to· 
find out for myself the state of aff arrs th.,re. 
I took the opportunity of consulting with Go
vernment officials and with the settlers there. 
Their statements were given freely, f'ntl T 
hopE) to deal with them in an honest, straJ g-ht·. 
forward manner. So far as the system of 
control at Beerburrum is concerned, I favour 
it, as I see in it a considerable am~unt of 
good· but so far as the ground rs com
cerned I ~m not in accord with the area. 
selected, as I think Beerburrum is not likely 
to be a place which is going to attract many 
people. 

Mr. WHITFORD : Do you know anything
about agriculture? 
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Mr. FRY: 'fhe best ground at Beerburrum 
i" on the tops of the hills. When you go 
to a lower level of a few ff)et, where the 
drainage is not so good, the pineapples are 
not growing as well as those on the ridge. 
From the information given to me, I have 
come to the conclusion that tlw ridgr. only 
will produce the crops. 

Mr. WHITFORD: Why not speak from per
sonal experience? 

Mr. FRY: I am speaking from the 
experience of men who have tried it, and 
the hon. memb<>r's experience, so far as 
Beerburrum is concerned, is no more reliable 
than that of the man in Queen street, be
cause he do<'s not know anything about it. 
So far as the fertility of the ground is con
,cerned, it is going to be a problem. Th<:> 
Government advertised all over the world 
that they are clearing 5 acn for Pach 
settler, but thev know thev are onlv clearinu: 
3 acres. The ~ettlers tell' me that· they can
not make a living on anything less' than 
5 acres. I am told that the reason the Go
vernment do not clear 5 acrPo is that if thev 
clear the 3 acr0s, the settlers can' put ir1 
their time clearing the other 2 acres whil~ 
their crops are coming on. I think that that 
is rather a foolish policv because it must 
be apparent that, if 5 a:c'r~s ar<:> cultivated 
and the crops are growin,, the returns are 
coming in more quickly- than if only 3 acres 
are cultivated and two are lying idle, and 
that, when the returns are beginning to come 
in the1 profits begin to lw made which arE' 
going to make those ~ett:ers comfortable and 
happy. I think that the department con
trolling that settlenwnt should take that 
phase of the question into comideration and 
dear 5 acres so as to let the settlers get the 
1 t>turns at the earliest possible monwnt. ThP 
pineapples which were grown there gene
rally were good, but the suckers which have 
been supplied to the settlers are not in all 
case' satisfactory, 0xcept those supplied to 
the first few settlf'rs when the sympathy was 
great and the men rcc~ived all the assistance 
possible. J'\ow about one-third are old sucker~ 
which will not hear frui1 for :; considerable 
time. 

Mr. iVHITFORD: \Yho is vour authoritv for 
that? · · 

Mr. FRY: My authoritv is the authorit,
of the men on the land an'd the Governmen't 
agent. 

Mr. iVHITrORD: Namp them, 

Mr. FRY: Name th, m! The horL member 
is carrying on lik<:> a child instead of an 
hon. member of this House. The settlers 
~re there, and what I say is pprfectly tru<:>. 
rhe farms, generally speaking, are in a fair 
way, but there are only a few good farms. 
Mr. McLean hol,ds the most profita.ble-th8 
r;how farm of the plan". I think that there 
are two that are beginning to pay, Mr. 
McLean's and another "hich is coming on 
just as well, but the oth· ,rs are not progres'
mg as th.ey should do. I am not going into 
the detmls of the administration · I have 
said that I think the system appe~rs to be 
g.,od. Mr. McLean has sent pineapples to 
ll.Ielbourne, and, after all expenses wero 
pai.d. he .got a return of about 9s. a ca•e. 
whiCh paid very wdl. I am also informed 
that so long as the men ean get 3s. 2d. a. 
case clear and the case returned during the 
gin~ season, they would be very satisfied with 
then crops and would he able to make things 
pay. But there is in the minds of these 
settlers a certain amount of doubt as to 
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whether tlw fruit tradP with .:'.1eJI,ourHL· wiil 
not b(~ taken away whPn thP eanning factory 
is in full swinl\', and I should like to ~oet an 
assurane' froni the :\Iini,.ter in chaqre as to 
that matter. because it me.lns to the settlers 
at I3eerburrum the clifferPncc between mak
ing things pay and not pay. I tru. t that the 
trade to ::VIelbourne will h,, continued if it 
is in the interests of the producers, os the 
!'<'turn which they get in Queensla.nd. is just 
about one-third of what th!lY g<'t 1n :Mel
bourne. Summing up, I should ].ike to say 
that, from my observation there, thG success 
of this sett'lement dep?nds upon good, 
healthy plants, proper administration, and 
good markets. I went to Beerburrum for the 
sole purpose of finding out for myself th<' 
truth of the position, as eo many statements 
had be,en made in this House last session. 

I want now to make a few remarks with 
reference to tlH' Pikedale settlement. I am 
informed that the cost of clearing 5-acre 
blocks is £25 per acre, and that the measure
ment frequently falls a chain or two short 
of what is charged for, that is to say. th,, 
men are charged in full, but the clearing is 
not (>iven to them in full. I am abo told 
that the preparation of the land for the tree
planting is anything but what it should b.
in country like that, considering the men the 
GoYernment are putting on it. The first 
ploughing is done five or six inches deep 
with a pony plough, and then the men have 
a plough given to them with which to finish 
the work. They have a very difficult job 
before them, as the majority are amateurs 
and the work is very hard. and such that, 
experienced m<:>n would find a difficulty in 
carrying it out effectively. I am informed 
nho that the horse-' are boug-ht bv the Go
Yernment in bulk and served out 'in a pro. 
mi·;ruous sort of way and charged to the 
settlers. It is said that the horses are wry 
much lower in value than the price charged 
-profiteering on the part of thP Government. 
I presume. The method of handing· out 
material is said to he lacka,dai,.ical. because 
the store is closed at various J,eriod~ in the' 
dav. and the men lose considerabl<l time in 
going along to get wire and other require
rn{'nts. 

Mr. RoBERTS: They haw asked for that 
to be altered. 

Mr. FRY: I have no doubt they have. 
That is the reason I am bringing the matter 
up in the House. If I were of opinion that 
the matter would be dealt with in another 
mann<>r, I would place it before the depart
mental heads. I am not approaching the 
question in a hostile spirit, but in the interests 
of the men who have to make a living-the 
men for whom we have to provide, and I 
think that any opposition from the Govern
me-nt on a question like this is unwarranted 
and unjustified. I would also point out that 
the timber which is supplied for th,, building 
of the houses is for the most part stringy 
bark. generally straight from the saw to the 
building, and the weather-boards contain 
a good deal of heart wood, and after a few 
months the wood shrinks and big crevices 
of about half an inch wide appear between 
the boards and in the floors. 

Mr. W. CooPER: That is the builder's fault. 

Mr. FRY: I sav it is the fault of the 
supervising officer. ·Surely the officers repr(·
SI'ntinrr the Government are not so blind or 
so foolish as to send green timber with 
which to build houses ! To show how the 

Mr. Fry.] 
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(}oyernnH"llt regard it. all their buil·ding~ are 
built of oawn ,\·ood from Briobane-seasoned 
,,ood-but apparently what i" good <'nough 
fo1 thl' ~Pttle·r::-; iR not good t-'noug:h for GovPrn
' 1ent officers. I wi. h to bring under the 

notite of tlw ::VIinister the fact 
19.30 p.m.l ao reported to mt:' that thPre i< 
· discord ftnd disgust i!.nd disap

rwintment JHC•vailing at the sett.Jpment. I 
trnst that the Minister will take into con
"ideration the remarks I have made and make 
'ome inquiries into the matter and rectify 
•.<onditions which are not altogether right. 

I want now w refer to the qnestion of 
unemployment and the homecoming of tl:e 
soldiers. \Ve know very well that there IS 
ia our rnicht a tre1nendous a1nount of unwn
ployment. Men ar<'. waJking the st.reets, aJHl 
..,olcliers are 1·eturn1ng. Yet 'vt~ find that. 
production is being held up. \Ve fiml thaJ, 
prodnetiou is not going on as it should do. 
The )'rimary industries of the State are. _not 
being developed. and, generally spe:tkmg, 
the secundarv inchistries are being curtailed. 
Th0 n•sult i'~ that our raw materia.! is no1· 
1·oming fonvard, and the factorit"'-' are not 
working as they ;;!10uld to find the work that 
is eo de,irable. 

-:yrr. \VHITFORD: Tell me Ollt> fact<,ry in 
:\ ustralia that is not producing. 

-:>.1r. FRY: On tlw question of production, 
I wani to ref,,r to imports into Queensland 
during th'- year ended .JunE' Ia.st. I havP 
taken these figure::; because the vear ,.,.,as a 
\-ery sn1al1 orie, as th('rP v~ as "very littlP 
shipping. We imported wearing apparel to 
the amount of £450,856. Is it not possible 
that we e.puld encourage indnstriE', for the 
n1anufacture of the·;e -t.hings ·: Of woDllcn 
textiles, we imported £123,269. Here, in a. 
1:ountry Vi.-herP 1.ve are gro\ving wool and 
"ending it out of th<' countr:;·. "'" are import
ing back into the State textil<·s to the valut' 
of £123,269. That is again a case wher" 
our own labour could be '"ed, provided 
Pncouragenu~nt is g-iYen to the nlanufacturP. 
of thes<' articles. In a lesser way, we hav<> 
irnporwd corns and twines to the value of 
£20.988. paints and varnishes, £34,500, 
machines and machirwrv £276,552, and other 
manufaetured metals ~u0h as hardwarn. and 
including motor ea r·l and vehicle•·, £1,166,9'54. 
Is it not \Yorth \\.hi le to encourage factories 
for th!' manufacture of hardware, for the 
·~ommon utensils and tools which we usB 
every day of our lives? Is it not right for 
the Government to assist even to the extent 
of advancing money for the purpose? We 
have also imported rubber, principally tyres, 
"o the value of £82,218, leather goods 
£13,646, wicker work, raw and manufactured, 
£32.322. earthenware, glass and stonewarE', 
£ll1,014, manufactured stationery, excluding 
paper>, £90.454, fancy goods, ek. £112.471, 
and miseellaneous articles £259,630. The 
total of the imports was £6.077.13r. You 
will notice amongst thpse articles that we a1·e 
importing leather to the extent of £13.646. 
f want ,:ou to bear that in mind beeause of 
'<>u>ethir;,. which has appeared in the Press 
-tha.t is the question of State manufactured 
lt•ather. \V c haxr been informed to-ni.,.ht 
that boots are rising in price 10s. per pair, 
;•nd I would like to quat<> here a paragraph 
from the ·' Dailv Standard" of 11th August, 
1819. ::\Ir. Tndor, in tlre course of a speech, 
ea id--

.. Something had hanpened during thP 
J•ast week that affected everv member of 
the comn1u11ity. Ev0ryon~ who warP 
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boots was going to be penalised. Why 'I 
Not because the tanners or bootmakers 
were going to seek higher wages; the 
reason was a scarcitv of hides in 
America. Americans were buying hid~., 
and paying double what the Australian 
tanners were giving. Hides in 1916 were 
ehipped out of .'\.ustralia at 6~d. to 7d. 
per lb., and now they were Is. lld. per 
lb. The manufacturers said they didn't 
know where they would be in the near 
future. The men g·etting these hugo 
profits were those e!1gaged in the big
meat companies and the hide brok<'rs." 

Further down in the samp column of thP 
same paper we read this--

" LEATHER FR01l STATE CATTLE. 
" It is understood that some of th<>· 

hides of th<> Government cattle have been 
tanned in Brisbane and the leather sup .. 
plied to the Government Stores. Samples 
are also being sent to the Queensland 
.. \gent-General in England to test th" 
market.'' 

Mr. CARTER: What are you talking about? 

Mr. FRY: The hon. member asks llllil 

wha.t I am hlking about. I am talking about .. 
something which materially affects the Go
vernment. Here we have a Government who 
own State stations-the hides of the beasts 
and the beasts themselves belong to th0 
people-·and hides are being tanned in Bris· 
bane and the leather is being sent abroad 
to test the markets of the worfd, to get the 
highest prices po.ssibie to be obtained. and 
this while we have a shortage of leather in 
Queensland. \Ve are told that there is .big 
competition throughout the world for hides 
and leather, and the Government are sendil!g 
eamples home to test the market. If .we d_Id 
not draw attention to it just now, it IS qmte 
possible that we might find large shipments 
of the people's hides and leather going out of 
the State. (Government laughter.) Hon. 
members may laugh, but is it not a fact 
that when yo'u are sending the leather from 
thl' State stations into the markets of the 
world, instead of keeping it at home to 
supply the local consumption, you are rob' 
bing the people of their rights by more than 
the price which those hides would brmg? 
The Government are not justified in taking 
on the exportation of any commodity from 
any State enterprise so long as the people of 
the country are requiring those materials. 
This statemc·nt is an official on". It appeared 
in the dailv Press on the "ame date, so 
I take it that it is the intended policy of 
the Government. \Vhile we are talking 
about hid0g I want to <1raw attention to the 
fact that we exported to oversea ports 
103,850 hides valued at £203.406. I think we 
are responsible. to a great extent, for the 
difficulty we are in regarding hides. I want 
to show how industries, if thev are properly 
encouraged to progrec,,. will absorb men who 
.at present are on the labour market.· In a 
paper called "Coo-ee," which is publishEX:l 
for the Australian Natives' Association, of 
30th July, 1919, there appears the following 
with respect to the Dunlop Rubber Com
pany:-

" This company commenced manufao· 
turing operations in 1899, having pur
chased from: the parent Dunlop Com
pany. of E'ngland, who started its Aue
tralian operations in 1893, the trading 
rights and patents for the Australasian 
and New Zealand territories. The 
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capital of the ~\ustralian company at 
this date was £170,000, and its opera
tions until 1902 were confined to the 
making up of tyre;;, etc., brought ou1; 
from England in a semi-manufactured 
form. In the year 1901 a small allot
ment was purchased in Montague, 
South ::VIelbourne, and plant installed 
to the value of £25,000. In 1904 the 
capital was increased to £250,000, and 
the plant doubled. In 1906 capital was 
again increased to £290,000, and again 
in 1912 to £520,000. The freehold pro
perty then stood at £51,853, and plant 
at £54,000. In 1916, capital was increased 
to £1,000,000, freehold property to 
£122,634, leasehold £22,768, and plant 
at valuation to £174,000. 

"In 1904 the company employed 400 
hands, which, in 1914 increased to 2,000, 
and at the present time 2,500 hands find 
continuous employment in the opera
tions of the company, Th~ area of the 
company's works at Montague and 
Abbotsford exceeds 10 acres, whil<> the 
floor space covers an area of 620,000 
square feet, or nearly 14 acres in aiL" 

Mr. WHITFORD : What do you wish to 
prov~ there? 

Mr. FRY: That, if your Government had 
any sense, they would encourage industry and 
absorb the unemployed. The question is 
not one of the tariff in that case. I want 
to see the industry encourag.;d. I know that 
with production you must have protection. 
You may have protection, hut, if you have 
not production, the industries are not likely 
to go ahead. To protect an industry, and 
not to have the men working in it, is an 
idea that would <:nter into only a fool's mind. 
vVith protection you must have production. 
I will now quote from the same paper, of 
30th May, 1919. In this article it is advo
cating protection-

" Australia, after always having pro
claimed itself protectionist, has never got 
protection. The foreign producer floods 
its markets, and the domestic industries 
struggle against this lower paid labour. 
This is proved incontestably by the fact 
that in 1902 the Commonwealth imports 
per head were of the value of £10 lls. 
In 1915-16 they were up to £15 14s. 
There is a national peril in thqse figures. 
Australia has now, on Commonwealth 
debts, State debts, and private debts, to 
pay abroad annually £18,000,000 in in
terest. Up till recently, except in times 
of great borrowing abroad, she paid her 
int~re,,t bill by the excess of her exports 
ov1'r imports. For the last five vears 
that has cf'ased, and our import,; are 
now in excess of our exports. Even in 
the year 1916-17, when the export value 
went up with a jump of 33 per cent., 
it was only on a~connt of war prices, 
and but for that would have been lower 
than pre-war years. We are thus drift
ing to leeway in national indebtedness, 
quito apart from our loans. 

" This is emphasised by th<;l iact that 
our gold production, which once paid for 
our imports from abroad, has unfortun
ately declined from £16,000,000 in 1903 
to £7,000,000 in 1916. This deluge of 
importation has arisen from the riot and 
carnival of foreign dumping in per
fumery, jewellery, confectionery, wine< 
ltnd spi rir~. silkA. 1nusieal instru1nents, and 
other articles of luxury. 'l'his signifies 

a double-Pdged mi,fortnnn. On thP ono 
sidn our df.;bts abroad are in,:reasing: 
on the other hand thP oppol'tunities for 
industrial F·xpansion at honiP arp .chvarfed 
and stunted. 

" This is no fanciful contention. The 
histories of France, of Great Britain, of 
the United States, and of Germany, have 
all dicJclosed the same phase of indus
trial clanger; >mcl in ,,elf-defence those 
States had all to grapple with and over
come the menace. It was the shrewd 
Bismarck, who, in 1879, made it an im
perative item of his policy that Ger
many should r.;gain command of her own 
markets. She did so, and quadrupled her 
wealth in a few years. The United 
Rtates of America is a monument of the 
proof that wealth and industry are 
stimulated by an efficient tariff." 

At ten minutes to 10 o'clock p.m., 
The SPEAKER resumed th<il chair. 
Mr. FRY : I agree with them so far as 

they advocate that, and I do so because, 
when we are dealing with matters of indus
trial importance to our own State-when we 
are dealing with questions of unemployment 
--we must take a very much wider view 
than when WE~ are dealing with something 
which exists in our own local town; we must 
know what is going on outside, and know 
the competition that we shall be compelled 
to meet. I find in the "Pacific Ports" 
maga.zine for July of this year a little para
graph, which I think very fittingly can be 
taken into consideration when we are deal
ing with matters concerning our industries. 
We find that America is out looking for 
trade. Under the h<"ad "The Most Enviable 
Situation" this mag~-~.,zine says-

.. It has been frequently said, and by 
those who are well posted on the subject, 
that a country which finds itself in the 
most enviable position in the foreign 
commNce, trade is that country which 
exports the largest quantity of highly 
manufactured articles, and imports the 
largest quantity of raw materials to enter 
into manu£ act,ures. That position, up to 
the present time, the United States has 
not t'njoyt'd; nor has the United States, 
until recently, been notably prominent 
in its activities looking toward the de
velopment of foreign markets. However, 
of late there has been a noticeable im
provement along this line, and a turn in 
the tide of affa1rs, and to,day every nook 
and corner of the world is covered by 
experts from the Unite,d State.;. Many 
of these are Government officials sent out 
through the Department of Commerce 
and the State Department, such as, for 
iHstaneP, conlnlPl'cial attaches .stationed 
at strategical trade centres, trade corn· 
rnissioncrs, special agents, and those who 
are sent to certain sections of the countrv 
to make specific investigations. Then, 
there, are. of course, the consuls, vice
consuls. and consular agents, who are 
accredited to the State Department, but 
who report regularly to the Department 
of Commerce the commercial activities 
of the various countries. 'With these 
classes of advisers and informants on 
activities abroad, and with the informa
tion brought back by these representa
tives, and the representatives of the 
<'ommercial organisations, privately
owned institutions and othe,,rs to the 
manufacturers of the United States, it 
is to be hoped that in a very short time 
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the advantages of the foreign field will 
be so impressed upon the ' Mr. Micaw
bero ' that they will awake to the full 
importance of the task that is before 
thmn." 

The United States have come to realise that 
they cannot hold their own in the commer
cial world unless they ge·t a fair return for 
·the money that they pay for labour; and 
·they are searching the world for an outlet 
'for their surplus manufactures. Thev will 
go in for dumping, and, unless we can pro
duce what we require and a little more than 
we require, we shall be up against the 
problem of these people dumping, not onh· 
in Australia, but in Queensland. · 

c\ GOVERN""EN'l' MEMBER: If they can give 
•Us good stuff, why should we· not buy from 
them? 

Mr. FRY: If that is the opinion of thf• 
hon. member-that we should wpport foreign 
trade--then he can keep his opinion, because 
the present state of affairs has been brought 
about by him and those• who think like him. 
The need of using your own manufactures 
before using foreign manufactures is para
mount, and the time will come when those 
men who have been abroad, and who have 
seen things in a far broade·r way than those 
who have stayed at home, will endeavour 
to enter into the field of manufacture and 
manufacture those article" which we do not 
produce at the present time. The figures in 
regard to the progress of Queensland's indus
tries for 1917 and 1918 are very much at 
variance, and I would like the House to 
allow my figures to be published in " Han
sa~d " without my reading the•'ll. There are 
qmte a number of figure'. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the figures be taken as re.ad Y 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The TREASURER: No. 

The SPEAKER : I do not understand 
whether it is the· pleasure of the House or 
not. 

The TREASURER : Read them. 

Mr. FRY: The figures are as follows:--
i 
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You will rwtie" that the amount of raw 
m" t·Prial wh'•'h was produced in 1918, not

withetanding the inflated values 
110 p.m.j of raw material at that time. was 

]pes than in 1917. If you perusE' 
the"' Jigures you will Ste the result of the 
~o-slow polie/ in Queensland. Whilst wages 
havP increasNl. the value of raw material 
produced is less in 1918 than in 1917. It 
cm•ts more money to-day to produce less 
goods. owing to the go-slow policy. Yo•' 
will see that I quote imports from other 
coun,triPs. l.Jecause our go-slow policy is 
loavmg open tlw door for these people to 
dump their goods at u lower rate than they 
get in their ov1Tll country, 'vh0reas, if w.._, got 
a fair return for the wages we pay in Aus
tralia, things would be different. I would 
like to point out that during the war period, 
from 1915 to 1918, we had 204 strikes in 
Queensland. These strih·s affected 40,107 
men, and thP loss in wages amounted to 
£415.748. 

l\!J:r. CARTER: \\hat was the loss in profits', 

Mr. FRY: It shows that those who are 
decrying arbitration and going into strikes 
are not working in the intere<,ts of the work 
ing men. They are working in the interest> 
of themselves. for we know that most of 
them aspire to get into Parliament. They 
want to stir up the men in order to keep the 
strike' going. These men have lost over 
£400.000 in wag<>'l, whereas, if they had gone 
to arbitration, they would have attained their 
object, and would have retained that money. 
That shows, to my mind, that the men who 
are decrying arbitration are doing a wrong 
thing. so far as this State is concerned. I 
would like to refer to the evidence given by 
the Premier before the Coal Commission in 
England. It appears in the London " Daily 
Mail" of 7th Mav last. The Premier in 
that evidence said 'that various State enter
prises were carried on successfully. He said 
that State tanneric;s were being successfully 
carried on. '\Vhere are they? 

;\lr. BREKKAK : That is a misprint for 
.. canll('ries. ~· 

Mr. FRY: \Yell, where are the canneries'? 

Mr. BREKKAN: They are just "tarting. 

Mr. FRY: 'l'he Premier said that the 
mineral oil enterprise was being successfully 
carried on as a State enterprise. Where .s 
it? There was a hole made in the ground 
at Roma to a certain depth, from which 
nothing is coming. What about the saw
mills? Are they successful? He said the 
iron and steel works are working success
fully. '\Yhere are they 9 I know they ar0 
working up a considerable amount of interest 
amongst Government supporters as to where 
they are going to he placed; but, so far as 
working in the interests of the State are 
concerne·d, they do not exist at all. I draw 
attention of hon. m~mbers to the following 
advertisement which appeared in the 
"British Australasian" in London:-

" QUEENSLAND. 

" The Land of Plenty! 

" Renowned for its great wealth of 
resources, prolific harvests, salubrious 
climate, richness of soil, even rainfall. 



Adjournment. [20 AUGGST.] 

" Fi vc and a-half times larger than 
Great Britain and Ireland. Three times 
the size of France. 

" Population, 641,000. 

" Splendid opportunitiP> for farmers. 

·· ::\Iillions of acres of fPrtile land await
ing settlement. 

'' Freehold agricultural farms from 
2~, 6d. per acre." 

Is it not a misstatement to say that freehold 
la.nd is offered in Queensland at 2s. 6d. an 
acre? 

Mr. F. A. COOPER and other GOVER:-!li!ENT 
:\1Eli!BERS : X o. 

Mr. FRY: I would like to ask the Seore· 
tary for Public Lands where that land is? 

The SPEAKER: I would draw the hon. 
member's attention to the fact that those 
statements have been made bv other hon. 
members. " 

Mr. Ct,RTER: Tedious repetition. 

Mr. FRY: I would like to know where the 
land is. With regard to the land tnx, I 
believe in a land tax myself. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. FRY: A land tax i" the< fairest tax 
which can be imposed. 

GovERlOIENT MEMBERS: ll·•.ar. hear: 

Mr. FRY: If it is used to bronk up large 
estates. 

GovERNME!>T MEMBERS: Hear. h.•ar! 

Mr. FRY: If the largo estateoo are brokPn 
up, thev can be made availabl<' for cultiv~· 
tion and production, and in that case a land 
tax that would burst up these estates would 
tw doing good work. That would c•nable 
•nen to take up •small blocks of land. If 
men .are not encouragc•d to takE' up small 
blocks of laud to <~nltivate them, there is 
-omethinc: wrong. I am interP>'ted. as the 
represent"Utive of a cit.\ electorate, in seeing 
production in the State go on. I want to 
"ee the prirnar.v and Sf~I)Ondary industrieB 
rise until our production f~qua1~ our conw 
surnption. It io all que,.tion of ·npply 
and ch:>1nand; and, ,.;o !oug as \\.i? cann(lt 
meet the demand. the !llan who lives in the 
city is going to lind the co,t of living high. 
The questiou of foo<htufis is of vital import· 
anee to our people. IIere rL;ain [ want to 
draw attention to the het-- ' 

Tlw SPEAKER: 0Ydt·r: The· hon. mem
ber haf' PxlmustPd the timP nllowpd him 
tmdN tlw Standing OrdPrs. 

:llr. F. A ( '()()pf,H ilJru,.• 1'1: l lwg to 
!dOn.' the adjourumrnt (If tlH· dPhatP. 
Qu(·~don put and pa:--RP·d. 

TlH) re~~un1ption of tbP (lPhatP \\as nwdP 
"11 OrdPr of the Day for to-rnorrow . 

• \D,JOL-H::\;\lE:'\T. 
T'lH• ACTING l'RE.:IIHJH: he,r Lo 

tnuve-That thP HousP do now a.lljouru. Tlw 
huRiiH·'S~ to-n1orrow ·wiJI be thP <·ontinuatiou 
of the d(•bate on the Addr-''" in RPply. 

(~ue-=.tion put and pas~ed. 

'rhe House adjourne-d at fifteen minutes 
past 10 o'clock p.m. 




