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Questions. (19 Aveusr.]

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Ttespay, 19 Aveust, 1819,

The Seeaxsr (Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns)
took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock p.m.

QUESTIONS.
T.oCAL SALES BY STATE PRODTUCE AGENCY.
Mr. MORGAN (Murilla) asked the Ilon.
J. M. Hunter—

“ What has becn the value of the pro-
duce sold in Queensland for local require-
ments by the State Produce Agency dur-
ing the vear 1918-197”

Hon. J. M. HUNTER
replied—
¢ £112,000 7s. 5d.”

(Maranou)

TRUSTEES OF JIERBERTON SHOWGROUND.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) asked the Secretary
for Public Lands—

1, Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to retain in office the trustees of
yhe Herberton Showground, recently
appointed, in the face of the continued
protests of the people of Herberton, and
of the fact that one of those trustees has
twice been convicted of indecent exposure
in a public street since his gazettal?

“2, TIf the matter is to be considered,
how long may the consideration be ex-
pected to occupy?”’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. J. H. Coyne, Warrego) replied—
“The hon. member has evidently Leen
misinformed, as the departmnent has not
received any protest from the people of
Herberton against the appointment of
the trustees referred to.
“2. See answer to No. 1.”

FRee RAILWAY PASSES.
Mr. VOWLES asked the Acting Premier—

“ How many free six or twelve monthly
station-to-station passes over the Quecns-
land railways have been issued to—(a)
Government servants; (b) private per-
sons, through the agency of the Chief

Secretary’s office during the twelve
months ended 30th June, 19197
The ACTING PREMIER (Hon. E. G.

Theodore, Chillagoe) replied—
“Aa) 3; (B) 2.7

CONSERVATION OF IHIDES FOR QUEENSLAND.

Mr. O’SULLIVAN (Hennedy) asked the
Acting Premier—

“Considering that Queensland is the
principal producer of hides, will the Go-
vernment take action to conserve suffi-
cient hides in the State to enable the
people of this State to have cheap
leather, thus providing the people with
cheap boots?”

The ACTING PREMIER replied—
“The matter will be considered.”
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“Maror0's” (CARGO FOn BABINDA STATE

HoTEL.

Mr. CORSER (Burnett) asked the Hom.
J. M. Hunter—

‘1, What quantity of beer and [or]
~pirituous liquors was forwarded in bulk
and case to the State hotel et Babinda
by the steamer * Maroro’ on her last
voyage northward?

2. What quantities of flour and other
foodstuffs were forwarded to the Babinda
State hotel by the same vessel on that
voyager’

The Hox. J. M. HUNTER replied—

**1 and 2. No goods of any kind were
ordered by the State Trade Office to be
forwarded to the State hotel, Babinda,
by the steamer * Maroro,” nor has this
office any record of any having been
sent.”

R10PPAGE OF FREE RAILWAY PASSES AND OTHER
PriviLeers T0  DEreeates 1o Locan
ATIHORITIES” ASSOCIATION’S CONFERENCE.

Afr. CORSER asked the Home Secretary—
1. Is it a fact that the Governmens
has taken away from delegates to the
Local Authorities’ Association’s confer-
ence the free railway passes and other
privileges which they were formerly
granted ?
2. If so, what is the reason for the
deprivation ?”

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J.
Huxham, Buranda) replied—
1 Yes.

2. The Government did not consider
the continuance of the privilege was
justified.”

Free Ramwway Passes ror MEMBERS OF
COUNCIL OF QUEENSLAND RaiLway UNIOX.
Mre. CORSER

Railways—

Is it true that members of the coun-
cil of the Queensland Railway Union are
sranted frce passes and free sleeping-car
accommodation on the railways for the
purpose of attending the meetings of the
council in Brisbane or elsewhere?”’

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. A. Fihelly, Paddington) replied—
“ Free passes and leave without pay
are allowed to members of the railway
«taff who, as officers of unions connected
with the railway, are required to attend
council meetings. Free sleeping berths
are not granted.”

asked the Secretary for

ANNTAL REPORT OF DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE AND STOCK.

Mr. CORSER asked the Secretary for
Agriculture and Stock—

* Whon will the report of the Depart-

ment of Agriculture and Stock be avail-
able to the House?”

The SKCRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W, Lennon, Herbert) replied—
“ As soon as possible; but the issue
of it is dependent upon the completion
Otf ts;gt_lstms ; therefore, no date can be
stated.”
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AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORTS.
Mr. PETRIE (Toombul) asked the Trea-
gurer-— :
““When is it expected that the Auditor-
General’s reports will be available for
the information of the House?”

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore,
hillagoe) replied—
“The Auditor-General advises me that
he expeets to have hix reports completed
about the end of next month.”

Far CATILE FROM STATE STATIONS.
Alrn. MORGAN asked the Hon. J. M.

Hunter—

1, What number of fat cattle from
the State stations have been—({«) sold to
meatworks; (b) sold to other private
buyers; (¢} sold to the State Butcheries
Department; (d) treated by meatworks
for the Government during the year
ended 30th June, 1919?

2. What was the average price per
nead realised from the sales, respectively,
under the headings (a), (b), and (¢)?”

Hox. J. M. HUNTER replied—

“1 and 2. All necessary information
relating to sales of cattle by State sta-
tions, or supplies of meat to State

. butcheries, will be furnished in the report
of the Trade Commissioner to be sub-
mitted to Parliament shortly.”

ALLOWANCE TO MEMBERS OrF LEGISLATIVE
CounciL.

Mr. MORGAN asked the Acting Premier—

1. Has his attention been drawn to
a_ statement appearing on page 919 of
*Knibbs’s Official Year Book of Aus-
tralia, 1916-1917° that °allowances to
members’ of the Legislative Council in
Queensland totalled £1,422 for the year
1916-19177

2 Is it a fact that such an allowance
is made to members of the Legislative
Council; if so, how is it voted and
allotted 7?7’

The ACTING PREMIER replied—
1. Only by the hon. member.

2. Yes; to the President and Chair-
man of Committees of the Legislative
Council.”

EMPLOYEES ON ORALLO-INIUNE CREEK
Ranway.

Mr. MORGAN asked the Secretary for
Railways—

“ How many men were emploved on
the construction work of the Orallo-
Injune Creek  Railway on—{a) 1st
August, 1918; (3) Ist January, 1919; (¢)
1st August, 19197

The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS
replied— )
“(a) 102.
“(b) Works closed down for Christmas
vacation.

““(e) 183.”

[ASSEMBLY.]
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BaLes 4T ENOGGERA OF FaT CATTLE TROM STATE
SraTIONS.
Mr. MORGAN asked the Hon. J, M.
Hunter—

“1. What number of—(«) fat cattle;
{1} store cattle, were sold from the State
stations through the Enoggera salevards
during the year ended 30th June last?

“2. What was the average price per
beast realised for each class of cattle?

‘3, What was the average price per
100 1b. deadweight (exclusive of hides
and sundries) realised for the fat cattle,
on an estimate ?”’

Hox. J. M. HUNTER replied—

“1, 2. and 3. All necessary informa-
tion relating to sales of cattle by State
stations, or supplies of meat to State
butcheries. will be furnished in the report
of the Trade Commissioner to be sub-
mitted to Parliament shortly.”

CATTLE FROM STATE STATIONS FOR CHARLEVILLE
STATE MEATWORKS.

My, MORGAN asked the Hon.
Hunter—

“ 1, Have any fat cattle been provided
by State stations for killing at the
C,‘hzérlevillo State meatworks to 31st July,
16197

“2. At what price did the State sta-
tions sell such cattle to the meatworks
or other Government Department?

‘3. What purchase price per 100 1b.
is debited on the books of the State
Butcheries Department in respect of the
meat product of the cattle mentioned in
197

J. M.

Hox. J. M. HUNTER replied—

“1, 2. and 3. All necessary informa-
tion relating to sales of cattle by State
stations, or supplies of meat to State
butcheries, will be furnished in the report
of the Trade Commissioner to be sub-
mitted to Parliament shortly.”

Export oF LocanLy Proptced FERTILISERS.

Mr. JAMES (Zogan) asked the Secretary
for Agriculture and Stock—

1. The amount of locally produced
fertilisers exported from Queensland
during the year 1918-1919°?

“2. The ambounts of such
destined for the respective
countries concerned ?”’

l‘ll}edSECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
replied—
¢ 1. I learn from the Customs Depart-
ment that 1,250 cwt. were exported during
the year to 30th June last.
2. The whole quantity was exported
to Japan.”

. exports
importing

Doynving Grazive Farus.
Mr. HODGE (¥anango) asked the Homn.
J. M. Hunter—

“1. Did he state at a recent confer-
ence that the special preference provi-
sions of the State soldiers’ settlement
legislation could not be applied to graz-
ing farmers for fear of dummying?

“2. Is there anything in the Land Act
to prevent dummying by ordinary selec-
tors of grazing farms?

“3. If not, what is the reason for
differentiation against the soldier settler
in the matter?”
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Iox. J. M. HUNTER replied—

£°1. The hon. gentleman misconstrues
the statemens. The innuendo he wished
to cast on returned soldiers would apply
with equal force to himself or any exclu-

sive body with whom ho might be
associated if special preferemce were
granted.

“2 and 3. See answer to No. 1.7

State FISHERY DDEPARTMENT.

Myt RIZER (NYundah), in the abscnce of
My, Fry, asked the Hon. J. M. Hunter—

“ 1. The perzons emploved in the State
Fishery Department under the following
headings :—(a) management and head
office; (b) market at South Brisbanc; (e
respective  State retail shops;  (d)
Wynnum; and the respective salaries or
remuneration paid to each?

“2. Where have agencies been estab-
lished, and what are the terms of the
appointment of those agents?

3. What quantities of fish have been
supplied to the State fish market or
State shops from sources other than the
State trawler since 8th May last?

“4,"What was the cost of such fish to
PSS

the State Fishery Department?
ITox. J. M. HUNTER replied—

“ T suggest the hon. gentleman move
for a refurn. I have it here, but it is
such an immense thing that it will delay
the House to read it.”’

AMr. SIZER : I beg to move accordingly.

IIox. J. M. HUNTER : I table the return.

RepoRT ON Ieuaxa Coxsorns MINE.
‘»Iz GUNN (Carnarvon) asked the Acting
3 ,,n1(1~

‘1. Is it a fact that the Government
some time ago took steps to secure a
report on the working of the Iguana
{onsols Mine?

¢ 2. If so, is the report yet available.
and will he have it laid on the table for
the information of the House?”

The ACTING PREMIER replied—
“1. Yes.

“2. The report will be tabled +when
available.”

AxxTAL REPORT OF DEPARTMEXNT OF PUBLIC
INSTRUCTION.

Mr. GUNN asked the Secretary for Public
Instruction—

““When will the annual report of the
Department of Public Instruction be
available ?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon, H. ¥F. Hardacre,
Leichhardt) replied—
“The preparation of the report is
approaching completion and it will be
tabled with the least possible delay.”

-~ Su1ps FOR RELIEF OF NORTH QUEENSLAND.
Mr. LARCOMBE (Keppel) asked the Act-
ing Premier—
“1. Is it a fact that the Queensland

[19 AL’GL’ST.]

1
(&
~1

Seaforth Estate Bl

Srate Government rveguoested the Federal
Governnient to release certain ships so
as to cnable the State Government to pro-
vide adequate supplies for the people of
Northern Queensland ?

2. 1f so, iz it a fact that the Federa!
Government refused to release ships
required to provision Northern Queens-
land 7

The ACTING PREMIER replicd—

“ 1. Yes.

123 2. Yeiﬂ.”

SEAFORTII REPURCHASED ESTATE
BILL.

INtTiATION IN COMMITIEE.
(M r. Bertram, Muarce, in the chair))

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXNDS,
in moving—

“That it is desivable that a Bill be
introduced to enable the Seaforth Estate,
acquired under the Agricultural Lands
Purchase Act of 1894, to be dealt with
as Crown lands under and subject to the
Land Acts, 1910 to 19187

said: Under the Agricultural Lands Purchase
Act it is necessary that an estate shall return
10 per cent. on the purchasing price of the
land. In accordance with that provision, the
land was thrown open for selection. but,
unfortunately, none of it has been taken up

since,  The total amount paid for the land
was £22.622 14s., or equal to £3 13s. per
acre.- The money, of course. was obtained

from the Trust Fund, and has been lying
practically idle ever since. No revenue has
been obtained from the land. It is now
thought desirable to offer the land for settle-
ment under sowne other form of tenure in

corder that we may be able to recoup the

Treasury for the money expended. That is

the object of this Bill,

Mr. MACARTNEY (Znowong): I hope the
hon. gentleman will give the Committee
information as to what is to be donme in
regard to the adjustment of the debit to the
Trust Fund as a result of the money which
was paid out of the fund for the Seaforth
Estate. Is it proposed to recoup that fund?

The SECRETARY FOR PTBLIC LANDS:
not recoup the fund at once.

We can-

Mr. MACARTXNEY: Is it proposed to
recoup the fund when the land is subsequently
sold as Crown lands? Will the Bill deal with
that question?

The SECRETARY FOR PusLic Laxps: The Bill
deals with that question.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN

reported that the Committee had come to
a resolution, which was agreed to by the
House.

First READING.

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR
PUBLIC LANDS, the Bill was read a first

time.

The second reading was made an Order of
the Day for to-morrow.

Hon. J. H. Coyne.)
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ADDRESS IN REPLY.
RESTMPTION OF IJERATE.

My, MULLAXN (Flinders): In the time at
my disposal I propose to expose what 1
regard as onc of the most scandalous plotz
ever lanuched in this country. It is nothing
less than a capitalistic conspiracy to fight
organised labour.

GoOVERNMENT MEMBERs: llear, lear!

Mr. MULLAN: )
garded as a capitalistic Soviet.

In fact. it might he re-
Extraordin-

ary precautions have leen taken Dby the
gentlemen connected with this scheme to

maintain the utmost seerecy, hut. in spite
of all their precautions, these profiteering
political pickpockets have been caught red-
handed, and I propose to give the public
of Queensland information in regard to some
of their transactions in order to show the
people what these gentlewmen are prepared to
do 1n order to try and smash Labour if they
can. This scheme Das been launched under
the auspices of the Queensland Employers'
Federation.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Oh, ol !

Mr. MULLAN: Already they have made
arrangements for the purchase of a build-
ing site to cost £2,600, on which thev pro-
pose immediately to ereet their own build-
g at a cost of £10,000.

Hon. J. G. ApreL: More work for the
unemployed.
Mr. MULLAXN: Then they propose to

collect an annual levy up to one-half per
cent. on all the wages paid by the memnbers
of the Employers” Federation. TUnder this
scheme, as I will show later on, the employers
who do not join the undertaking are to
be blacklisted and boycotted.

Oh!

they

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS :

Mr. Cornixs: Why,
Feiners later on.

Mr. MULLAN : It is specifically provided
also that Labour publications are to be
boycotted and all advertisements imme-
diately withdrawn if they dare to oppose
these people. Of course, that is nothing new.
because they have already attempted to
boycott Labour publications, and have igno-
miniously failed. At all events, they are
making one more desperate cffort in that

will bhe Sinn

direction, and we must be prepared to
meet it.

Mr. H. J. Ryax: They might find it a
boomerang.

Mr. MULLAN: Another proposal is to

fight all Labour legislation in the courts.

A GoverxMeEXT MEeMBER: They have been
doing that.

 Mr. MULLAN: They are egoing to con-
tinue doing it on a more up-to-date plan
and in a much more cxtensive way, as they
will have much more monev to back them.
Then they are going to institute an indem-
nity fund, and the levy on the wages paid
by the employers is to go towards support-
ing candidates for Parliament, for municipal
councils, and for other positions in the
State. Then they propose to fight unionists
who dare to strike for higher wages. It is

[Mr. Mullan.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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also proposed to guarantee all ecmployers of
labour against any loss incurred DLy them

in fighting unionists who dare to ask for

better conditions, such as shorter hours or
higher wages.  But perhaps it might be

little more into details in
regard to this audacious attempt om ihe
part of the Fmployers’ Federation. I have
here a copy of a recommendation made by
a commitree appointed by the Employers
Irederation, which reads—

hetter to wo a

" QUEENSLAND  EMPLOYERS' FEDERATION,
“ Union Bank Chambers,
* Queen and Creek streets,
** Brisbane, 20th July, 1919.

* REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF COM-
MITTEE APPOINTED AT MEETING OF ALL
EMPLOYERS' ORGANTSATIONS HELD 0N
JrH arakcn, 1919,

“ Preamble,

' ¢ Gentlemen,—As you are aware, on
the afternoon of 4th March last one of
the largest and most widely representa-
tive gatherings of employers known to
Brisbane was held in these chambers,
for the purpose of conceiving means of
combating the Incessant attacks of
militant unionism, and to broadly devise
methods of preserving and promoting
the well-being  of all employers. &
record of rhose present, and of the pro-
ceedings, was furnished ecach organisa-
tion.

* By that mecting a committee corn-
prising—
Ald. J. FF. Maxwell (chairman),
. W. Shipley,
Ald. (L W. Campbell,
H. A. Manahan,
Hon. A. H. Whittingham, M.L.C..
J. . Wilson,
1Ton. T. (. Beirne, M.L.C.,
H. A. Feather,
Ald. R, H. Julivs,
H. 3. Cribb,
. E. Lever,
A, Watson,
J. Dowrie,
D. Trailj,
J. D. Bell,
¥. 0. Nixon,
. Earle,
Benjamin, and
. Bowen,

was clected, to plan the manner of pro-
cedure to give effect to the above pur-
poses, and bring down for another
veneral  meeting (that of to-day) a
~cheme to be discussed and referred to
overy organisation interested, for final
adoption, rejection, or further recom-
mendations.

“The committee has gone thoroughly
into all aspects of what is undoubtedly
a far-reaching project, and one that
must fail unless employers be prepared
to subscribe liberally towards it. No
matter what expenditure may be in-
curred, the benefits that must neces-
sarily accrue will more than recompense,
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“The Scheme.

‘() Purchasc of site and erection of a
building  to accommodate cmployers’
organisations.

' (b) Establishment of indemnity fund.

‘(¢c) Appointment of organiser or
organisers,

“(d) Creation of a committee of pro-
mulgation.

¢ (¢) Preferential treatment for mem-
bors,
" {f) Now-patronage of hostile publica-
T1ONS,

6

1. Proroszd BriLbiNeg.

“On all sides it is admitted that a
building for the accommodation of em-
ployers is a long-felt want. The need
for it is demonstrated by the incon-
venience in securing suitable premises
for the holding of mectings, for com-
ployers do not desire their business made
broadcast. Take as an example the fore-
runner of this meeting. The accommoda-
tion was taxed to the utmost, yet the
privaey of the deliberations were possibly
not as well safeguarded as they would
have been had the meeting been  held
in a building of the employers’ own.
Again, this room was asked for Ly one
assoctation for their annual meefing on
14th proximo. but another having be-
~poken it for theua, one was obh('od to
procure premises elsewhere. These are
rwo  illustrations and  Jonumerable
similar instances could be quoted.
Further, the policy of rent-paying is, on
principle, unsound. Roughly mnated.
the rent paid by kindred = associations
who have practically expressed their in-
tention of taking up quarters in the pro-
posed  edifice, namely, Queensland Em-
ploye Federation, United Pastoralists'
Association,  Queensland  Chamber  of
('ommerce, Brisbane Timber Merchanes'
Association,  Queensland  (Chamber of
Munufacturers, Master (arriers’ Associa-
tion, Master Bakers' Association, Bris-
imn(\ Traders” Association, and  the
Brick Manufacturers’ Association.
between them paying close on  £1,000.
Furthermore,  the  concentration  of
associations will enable closer co-opera-
rion, so essential now-a-days. Moreover.
it will obviate much loss of time and
inconvenience to members who are often
obliged to artend meetings of cmployers
beld in  different places, and, among
other things not enumerated, pl‘o\ldv
neadguarters for the indemmity fund it
i~ contemplated launching.

S a) Nite.

*To investigate this important mattoer,
the committee delegated power to a_sub-
connnittee consisting of Mr. J. ¥. Max-
well (president of th(‘ Quecnsland Em-
ployers” Federation). Mr. J. . Wilson
ipresident of the Brisbane (‘hamber of
{lommerce), and Mr, James Dowrie (viee-
president of the Queensland IlOnlIldhf(‘l*
Association).  After (l\hauetl\o inquiries
and mature deliberation these gentlemen
proeferred a  site in Charlotte  street,
ljoining St. Luke’s Church. with a
frontage of 100 links (including lane)
and depth 225 links. The commitice as
a whole deems the land cminently suit-
able. being as it is central and con-
veniently sxtuzm\d, vet removed from the

{18 Averst.]
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noizes of the eity. The price asked for
it is $£2,600, and in the event of the
scheme now placed before you meeting
with sufficient support the purchase is
recommended.

(D) Means to Aequire.

* To procure the necessary amount to
acquire this land, associations as bodies.
and their members individually, are
asked to take up £10 debenturcs: the
property after purchase to be vested in
trustees elected by the shareholders on
the per capita basis. When it is come
to be considered that affiliated with the
Quecnsland Emplovers’ Federation
there are bodies representing 4,927 om-
ployers:  with the Brisbane Traders
Association 500 to 600, without taking
into consideration the membership of ths‘
Brisbane (Chamber of Commerce, Queens-
land Chamber of Manufacturers and
unaffiliated organisations, there should
not be any difficulty in issue of the
requisite 260 debentures.

14 pon]

ey Ereetion of Buildings.

© Upon securing possession of the laand
it ix proposed to crect a inodern build-
ing (to be so constructed as to enable
subsequent additions) at an cstimated
cost of £10.000. This sum to be secured
privately, if possible, from any gentle-
man who may appreciate the motive
that prompts the movement, or, failing
that. by the flotation of a loan with some
financial institution. The revenue that
will he derived in the form of rent from
the various organisations that have
alrcady definitely and partly expressed
favourable intentions will suffice 1o pay
taxes, naintenance. interest  on  the
£12,600

S Will yvour body locate itself in the
proposed building. and if sc. what ac-
commodatrion will be required?”

Then appears the refevence to the indemnity
fund---

* 2. INpEMNITY FUxp.

* What may be designated the second
])lan]\ of the scheme ix the Queensland
Employers” Federation, antod or, in
other words, an  indemnity fund.  Tis
objectzs and necessity for its establish-
mént are clearly defined in the printed
document d])])(‘lld(‘d hereto. A similar
fund is in operation in South Australia,
Western  Australia. and  Victoria. The
whole projeet had been finalised, includ-
ing the appointment of an organising
seeretary, and would have been launched
in Quecnsland four vears ago had the
groat war not intervened.

“TIs vour body in favour of it. and
what number of shares would your mem-
bers be prepared to take up?”

Then it goes on to point out the necessity

appointing organisers, which Dbecomes a

matter of course.

* 3. ORGANISERE,

* It is recognised that there ave many
(‘171]’)1()V{‘1~ who are not. but who should
be, members of the various organisa-
tions. A small percentage. it is known,
are inconziderate cnough to receive the
rewards of the efforts of associations

Mr. Mullan.)
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and not bring ‘grist to the mill, That ix a game that two can play. In eon-

whilst there are very many not linked
up for want of urging. Attention to the
internal workings of associations will not
permit of secretaries going in scarch of
delinquents, therefore, the appointment
of at least one organiser is essential to
cnrol members for the respective bodies,
impart knowledge to those belonging to
organisations, and gencrally discharge
the multifarious duties pertaining to the
office of organiser. He {(or they) should
Le placed under one control, but work
for the welfare of the whole.

* Cost of his {or their) maintenance to
be borne by all associations.
" Does your association approve of the
1dea, and what financial support is it
prepared to offer?
4. C'OMMITTEE OF PROMULGATION.
* Publications, to

employers’  know-

leddee often false, pass unchallenged, and
whilst the propagandism of others has

almost reached a state of perfeetion,
little work of this nature is done for
ewployers,  From writings and cartoons
through the Press, and by means of
pamphlets, much good would come, hence
1t is suggesred that the secretary of cach
organisation contribute weekly at least
three pavagraphs in the interests of the
members  of his  particular association,
the publication of sueli contributions to
be superintended by a conunittee to be
eloeted, or a speeialist to be appointed.
*Does vour body approve of the idea,
and does it consider a committoe or a
specialist  should do the editing, and
what sum is it prepared to subscribe
towards defraying cost of such work?”
Hore ix a very
part relating to
members

important and interesting
preferential treatment to
of the federation—
* 5. PREFCRENTIAL TREATMENT.
* The adoption of a
tial rreatment amongs
organisations is oue ()i the Dbest means
for attaining that harmony so essential
for saccess and so highly desirable, hence
its adoption is remommended, and to
facilitate the carrying out of same, it is
proposed to issue an (\mplmm-s dnecf(ny

sstemn of preferen-
members of all

to enable it to Dbe readily scen who’s
wlm

*Does your body approve of the pro-
posal 7’

Mr. Kirwax: It is the old black list.
Mr. Srorrorn: We will give them a little
of that back again.
Mr. MULLAN:
* 6. NOX-PATRONAGE OF
CATIONS,

Hosteg  Pesrr-

* It is astonishing to notice some firms
who, by supporting publications with
adverrisements cncourage attempts  to
destroy loyalty to all that is good and
sound, and. metaphorically spe(kag. by
8¢ domg are making rods for their (the
employers) own back. When the nation’s
interests or your own are assailed, for
elf-preservation patronage of such pub-
11('(LtIOD‘5 should De instantly withdrawn.

“ Will your members give serious con-
sideration and cffect to. this imperative
movement 2

(M. Mullar.

clusion, it says
“ ('ONCLURION.

“The comunittee, having to the bost
of their ability formulated a schema {(th-
adoption of which, in their opinion, will
cnable the consummation of the ideas
indicated at the meeting of 4th March),
now pass it on to organisations for comn-
sidevation with a 1eque~t that ecach forth-
with convene a special mecting for the
sole purpose of discussing and coming
to decisions on the various proposals sub-
mitted, and oventually intimate to the
gencral secretary, Queensland Emplovers

Federation. thd result of deliberations, s
that the necessary further action may be
raken.

CThe committee wiah o cm phasise
that anly achen  resolutions pasicd e
put  info practice  that  schowmes  take
definite forms. :

* IEMPLOYMENT FOR RETURNED SOLDIERS

AND SAILO

“ 8o far ay the resolution aunent sceur-
ing employment for all returned sailors
and soldiers is concerned, representatives
of the emplovers have met represents-

tives of the  Returned Sailors  and
Soldiers’ Imperial League. and it is
gratifying to be able to announce thas
in  addition to returned sailors a: '45

soldiers being restored to situations ovs
pied prior to going to war. through ‘1*“
mifluence of the Employers' Association
innumerable positions bave been found
others. Nevertheless, much vet remasns
to be accomplished, and to enable the
display of further practical sympat
subjoined will be found documents Yor
cireulation and consideratrion.™

The Acting PreMIER: It i a pity vou have
not got those documents.

Mr. MULLAN: I have gof some interest-
ing documents yet. There is no refersnee
here to any meeting between the Employers
Federation represcentatives and represents-
tives of the Returned Sailors and Soldiers
Labour TLeague. You see they are only
concerned  with the Returned Railovs and
Soldiers’ Imperial Leaguc.

Mr. STOPYORD :

Mr. Sizer: . It shows that
T.eaguce are not active enough.

Mr. MULLAN: It is very significant. n
view of the fact that the Returned Sailors
aud Soldiers’ Imperial League have stated
that they are not a political body. If they
are not a political body, why are they co-
operating with this body to smash the Labour
movement ?

The Tory league.

the Labour

My, Sizer: All the Returned Sailors and
Soldiers’ Imperial League are concerned
about is to get cmployvment for their own
people.

Mr. MULLAXN: Then, why did not this
federation approach the TLabour Teturned
soldiers just in the same way as they

approached the Tory returned soldiers? 1
am amazed to think that a returned soldies
~hould, by interjection in this House, indicate
that he is prepared to give preference <o
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Tory returned soldiers. Here is a
important document headed (this is
interesting reading)--—

very
Yery

© Ix DEFENCE OF K3MPLOYERS.

Ity abjeets wd the necessity for its
establishment.

“ ¥or some time past the fact has
forced itself upon the minds of business
men in this State thar a definite stand
must be made against the aggressive,
and in many cases unlawful, aects of
- organised Labour.” With rhat object in
view a committee was recently appointed
to devise means to raisc money with
which to establish an emplovers’ defenes
fund. The work of that comnmittee has
resulted in the establishment of the above
company as a business-like method of
meeting the industrial position ax it
exists to-day.

“In the past the weakness of the
association of ewmployvers has heen the
smallness of the funds and the reliance
which necessarily had to be placed upon
the generosity of members for special

donations when trouble arose.  This
system had at least three erave objec-
trons-

1. 1t was unreliable.

2. Tt allowed the patriotism of cor-
tain firms to be unduly imposed upon.

3. It practically debarred any  effee-
tive action being taken until after the
trouble had arrived.

“The new scheme provides for an assur-
ance fund which will be available in case
of need. Imployers are asked to make
advances on a pro rata basis according
to the amount of wages paid. and they
thus know exactly what is expected of
them, and can provide aceordingly.

“ It is not proposed to interfere with
the Employers’ Federation. which s
doing excellent work. but ro act in con-
cert with existing arrangemoents, as will
appear in the details”

Heve is the scheme. If you wateh it. you
will find that it closely resembles a scheme
encouraged by the American beef trust and
the ** Big Five '-~who are out to fght the
people of America in connection with their
profiteering schemoe-—.

*THE SCHEVE.

“ The compauy has been  registered
with a nominal capital of £100.000, in
100,000 shares of £1 each. ro be issued
fully paid.

© Employers wishing to join the fund

arce required to take up ar least one
shave, and pay the annual subseription
as provided.
" Only those employers who are share-
holders, and pay the subseription, will
be entitled to participate in the benefits
of the fund.

“ The subscription  is based on  the
annual turnover in wages, and members
will pay on the following scale for a
period of four years:- "

I do not know how the Treasurer is going
o extract his income tax thiz wear from
these people—
“ 5 per cent. up to £20.000 in wages.
4 per cent. on the next .£30,000 in
wages: and
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* 4 per cent, on the amount paid in
vages in execess of £50,000.

~ After the first four years the sub-
seription will be reduced to a nominal
< unless otherwise decided by the-
menibers in gencral meeting.

“ There will be a minimum subscrip-
tion of £1 1s. per annum. Emplhoyors
Dbecoming members at any time will be
required to contribute on the same basis
as original wmembers for the correspoind-
ing vears of their membership. iu order
that all may be placed on the same foot-
jne.  Kvery member will be required to
furnish a staterment of wages paid in the
previous vear at the beginning of cacl
financial vear of the company. and oun
that return their contributious for the
then current year will be Lased.

0 Wages " shall mean the total amount
paid for all classes of labour, excluding
salaries of working partners. dirvectors
goneral  and  departmental  managers,
managing clerks, seeretaries, and com-
mercial travellers,

“ The *objects’ have been made as
wide as possible in order thar the com-
pany may take up any work thought
desivable in the interests of the (‘m]_)loyvrﬁ.
ar any time. For the present ir is pro-
vided under the articles that the funds of
the company will be used for——

7

(1) Testing the legality of any Act.
proclamation, regulation, or order of’
the Federal or Queensland Payhament,
or of any rule or by-law of any corpora-
tion, in either case of common applica-
tion.”

Boiled down. this means that they are out
to tost the legality of all Labour legistation
and wil Labour administration. When the
Labouyr Governmenr pass an Act of Parlia-
ment or a regulation it is going to be
challenged in the law courts so far as the
huge funds at the disposal of this body will
allow,

() Supporting, assisting or rendering
aid to candidates or intending candidates,
in parliamentary. municipal, and other
clections.™

There is no doubt thar this political venture
is being esigned to fight the Labour party
in thix House and in every other Parliament
in Australia.
“{3) Protection of emplovers againss
the atracks of *organised labour.” ™

That embraces the whole Labour movement.
They know that the Labour movenient, and
the  Labour Government partienlarly, 1
founded upon  the basis  of  industrial
unionisn.

Mr. Ser: T thought it was founded on
the brotherhood of wan?

My, MULLAN:

“4) Compensating and  indemnifying
members wholly or in part against loss
arising from strikes, cessation of work
or organised interference with their busi-
ness, in =0 far as such may be deemed
by the directors to be in the common
interest of cmployers.”

I will read some more

That means that at any time when et assers.
themselves, as thevy have done in the past,
to better their conditions. this huge fund will
be placed at the disposal of the particular

Mr. Mullan.]
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cuiployer who wishes to defy the reasonable
demands of labour.

“{8) Any work in the common interest
of employers directly or indirectly con-
nected with the above.

““The company is managed by seven
directors, elected by the subscribers. The
directors hold officc for two years. but
at the end of the first year three directors
will retive, and thereafter three will retire

annually.
“Voting by members ix on a sliding
scale, based upon the amount pd.l(l

annually in wages, with a maximum of
REVEeNn votes.,

“The funds will be brought into opera-
tion in the following manner:--A ro-
gquest from the Queensland Tmployers'
IFederation or any other approved body
of employers for financial aid in any
matter authorised by the ©objeets’ will
be considered by the directors. and if
approved the request will he granted, If
the directors do mnot approve they shall
refer the matier back to the applicant
bo(l\. stating the reason for the refusal.

*In the event of the vequest being
1e\nmwd and the directors still dis-
approving, an extraordinary gencral
meeting of members shall be called fovih-
with. and the majority vote of such meet-
ing shall be taken as an instruetion by
the directors, The directors shall not
take direct action in any matter unless
specially authorised by the moembers in
general nceting,

“ THE NECESS1TY For + I'UND.

_ “ The necessity for a strong employers'
fund for defensive purposes will. per-
haps, be more readily appreciated after
reading  the following regarding rthe
* Clapitalistic Labour Combine ' of Aus
tralia to-day:.—

“In 1891 there were in the Common-
wealth 124 trade unions, with an esti-
mated membership of 54.888. Nince then
there has been uninterrupted progress
until in 1912 they had reached a total
of 621 trade unions, with an estimatod
membership of 433,224, an increase  of
over five times in numbor of unions, and
nearly eight times in members.  Their
unnual income now approaches £750.000.
the result of a comparatively small levy,

* Through their command of this large
sum of money the Labour organisations
arc cnabled to finance newspapers. to
dictate legislation to sait their clas-. to
control the labour market, and to bring
pr]msuro to bear on the Government them-
selves,

* No doubt, the objects of the cm-
ployers in creafing a large assurance
fund will receive adverse criticism and
sinister motives will be imputed. but the
contrary is the case. No fair-aninded
employer  is opposed  to legitimate
unionisin: on the other hand. fhm freely
accord to wage-carners the same rig h
which they claim for themselves, viz :—-
* The l‘]”hl‘ to confederate for the pro-
tection (LIld furtherance of their muatual
interests,’

= It behoves every employer to become
associated for mutual protection.

[Mr. Mullan.
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It iz not sufficient for anyone to
veason that, because he has had no
trouble with organised I.abour, or be-
cause it is quiet to-day in the pa1t1culdr
industry in which he happens to be en-
gaged, “he need take no interest in what
18 happonlng elsewhere. Tor just so long
as those who follow as a business the
oceupation of promoting labour unrest
continue their efforts, somebody will have
to wresile with it, and no man can tell
how soon he may be picked upon as the
weak spot industrially in the employers
armour.

= Those who hold aloof will wun-

doubtedly be the weak spots,

“The vital issue is ‘law and liberiy’
versus * lawlessness.” and it is the plain
duty of every employver of labour to do
his full share in support of any organisa-
tion whose purpose is the preservation
of industrial liberty. the maintenance of
the law of the land, and the promotion
of goodwill between master and man.

E]

* In the cvent of your deciding to be-
come a member of the company it will
he mnecessary to apply for at least one
share.

Auny further information you may «de-
~ir(* I shall be pleased to supply on hear-
ng f:om YOu.
* Yours faithfully,
* Sad. . Raxsox, Seccretary.
Building, Queen street,
A4

I

Courier ’
Brisbane.

My, Kewax: That is the One Big Union

i carnest,

Mr. MULLAXN : This (locum(‘nt is marked
“ Private and Confidential.”

My, MACARTNEY :
have ir7

Mr. MULLAN: Nobody should be in a
Detter position in this Houw to tell me how
T come to he in possession of this than the
gentleman who lost the other famous docu-
ment.  (Government laughter.) However,
the first document which I rcad says,
¢ Strictly for the information of the Em-
ployers’ Asseciation only.”  In spite of all
the secrecies surrounding this federation.
their little plot has heen exposed.

Mr. MACARTNEY
using stolen goods?

Mr. MULLAN : All I am doing is exposing
it. and that is what the hon. member does
not like.

My, MacaBTNEY: I am not objecting to it.

Mr. MULLAN: It is well that the public
of Queensland should be prepared for this
audacious onslaught on the Labour move-
ment. It is a deliberate attempt to boycotf
Labour publications. It is stated and ex-
plained in the scheme that, when a Labour
publication dares to do anvthlng inimical
to the interests of the KEmployers’® Federa-
tion--of the employing class—it is to be
immediately set upon; it is fo be immediately
squeezed, boycotted, and blacklisted. If the
workers of Queensland will submit to thix
tyranny, and will permit their Labour publi-
cations to be annihilated in this way, I am
very much surprised. What will happoen
to the Employers’ Federation scheme if the

How <o you conie fo

Are yvou not ashamed of
(Laughter.)

-
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‘workers, now knowing what the proposals
are, do with the Tory publications what thev
propose to do with the Labour publications?
It 15 @ game that two can play. In my
wpinion, we shall have to meet them on their
own ground, So far as I am concerned, at
#ll events, I do not hesitate to sav that 1
am prepared to urge every unionist and every
JTabour organisation to stand by their papers,
wecause, after all, the TLabour movement-—
strong as 1t s to-day-—is so strong because
of the grand assistance it has received from
Labour publications. And there ix another
siaing to be pointed out, The gentlemen who
sroposed this scheme are the men who are
depending upon the workers of this State
for their existence, and I am sure that the
workers of thix State will not submit to a
swheme practically to enslave them. because.
if the Labour movement be smashed. these
gentlemen will be able to embark on such
an orgy of proliteering as was never seen
nwe,

Mr, O’Svrnrvax: Like they are doing in
Britain to-day. ’

CMro MULLAN: I think that the sconer
Labourites realise the seriousness of the plan
1 have cxposed the better. There is no
doubt that it is a big conspiracy to defeat
Labour legislation. 1In effect, it is a plot to
defeat the will of the people. because when
this Parliament speaks it should be able to
speak finally and effectively: hur thev are
woing into_the courts and by every subter-
fuge 1n their power are going to try to defear
the objects and legislation of the Labour
party.  As L stated carvlier, there is no doubt
that this scheme shows a striking similariry
to a scheme which was recently exposed in
Auerica, by a Royal Commission appointed
Lir President Wilson in connection with the
meat trust.  If hon. members will only listen
to the fow lines which 1 shall quote, showing
~ome of the objects of the meat trust and the
© Big Five”  they will sec  the great
sippitarity, and realise the weuth of what 1
suid at the outset, that the man who drew
up this Kmployers” Tederation scheme had
Lefore him the scheme of the Awmerican meat
trust for smashing Labour there. The Com-
wilssion, which was reporting on the Awmeri-
can meat trust, said-

* The Commissioners discovered. in the
course of the investigations, that the
packers had a joint fund subseribed in
proportion to the business doue.”

Hon, members will zee that this fund is
~ubseribed in proportion to rhe wages pald,
v hich weans the same thing. And mark the
~imilarity in the purposes-

" To employ lobbyists and pay their

unaudited expenses.
“ To influence legislative bodies.”™
Mr. StoPFORD : That is done in Queensland,

#2 in the case of the Workers’ Compensation
snd Insurance Bills,

My, MULLAN:

“To_ eleet candidates wlho would wink
at violation of law, and defeat those
pledged to fair enforcement.

o 'I‘o‘(‘ontrol tax officials, and thereby
evadde just taxation,

" To secure modifications of (lovern-
ment vules and regulations by devious
and improper methods. .

*To bias public opinion by the control
of editorial poliey throuwh advertising.
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loans, and subsidies. and by the publi-
cation and d1stributlpn at large expense
of false and misleading statements.”

There you have practically the same pro-
posals as they have in their scheme here.
There is no doubt that this is the first step
of the Employers’ Federation to weaken the
unions, and they would then continue in
their wild career of profitcering on a scale
never hitherto attempted. But the mask
has been torn from their face, and this
IIouse and the country can now sce this
scheme in all its hideousness. There is no
doubt that it is a deliberate scheme by the
members of the Employers® Federation to
smash Labour unions, to smash Labour

“papers, and ultimately, of course, destroy the

Labour Government, secure power. and then
cmbark on an orgy of profiteering. But
I misunderstand the workers of Queensland
if they permit this dastardly plot to succeed.
GOVERNMENT MEeMBERS : Hear, hear!

My, STOPFORD : Members of this Housc can
casily teach the workers ountside.

Mr. MULLAN: In the remainder of the
time at my disposal T propose to deal with
a matter which is of vital interest to Queens-
land and to Australin at the present time.
that is, the soluiion of the unemployment
problem.  Queensland is in a very diffi-
cult position in connection with this pro-
blem, more so0 than any other State. because
of the fact that. having a Labour Govern-
ment and better couditions In many respects
than other Srates, people flock here from
other States, and., when work is searce, we
consequently have, not only the strain of
providing for our own unemployed. but also
the additional strain of providing for the
unemployed of other Srates as well, At the
termination of the war the price of copper
rapidly slumped, and a collapse in the
copper-mining industry took place. The big
companies in the copper-mining arcas were
taking no risks,  They immediately  dis-
missed their workers by the thousand, with
the result that grear hardship was inflicted
upon thousands of workers and their families,
In fact, 1 may say in connection with this
matter that the great copper-mining com-
panies showed very little concern for the wel-
fare of their men. Ax soon as the slump

set in they practically dismissed

[4.30 pn. | the lot of them, without any

regard for their welfare or the
welfare of their families, and that certainly
steeled my resolve that, when the oppor-
funity again presents itself—as it will when
these men resume operations-—to advocate
that the workers in all those mines should
secure every penny that they can from those
men who, at a critical period in their exist-
ence, did not give them much consideration.
TUnemployment consequent upon the termina-
tion of the war, of course, has been broad-
cast, and every Governnient the world over
has to meet the difficulty. and to try to solve
the difficulty if it can. 'There iz no doubt
that unlesx the Government of every country
is prepared to solve or settle the unemployed
problem, sooner or later the unemployed
problem will settle the Government. We find
that the British Government is alive to this
situation, and it should open the eyes of
other Governments to the position as it cxists
to-day. We find that the British Govern-
ment have evolved a scheme to mect

My, Mullan.)
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the immediate difficultics of the unemploy-
ment which succeeded the termination of the
war.  They have providel a scheme for
civilians and soldiers—a colossal schemo—
involving the cexpenditure of millions of
moneyx. If thix action of the British Govern-
ment to provide payment for unemployment
had been advocated by any Government such
as the Labour Government before the war, it
would haye been deseribed as the * wild-cat”
seheme of a «dreaming socialist.  Now, how-
ever, all that has changed. Five years of

war. {ive years of horror and hell in Eng-
Jand, have awakened the worker to some

extent from his century-long nightmare, and
the statesmen of B nﬂhmd rey 11iso that to-day.
The aristocrats of Great Britain to-day have
come down with a scheme to provide for
unemplovment—a  temporary  scheme, cer-
tainly, bur, nevertheless. a schemie more
liberal than was cver prouulgated by any
Government yet established, showing that
they are judging the times and realising
the necessity of keeping pace with the times.
To give you an example of the scheme, it

provides 24s. per week for males over
cighteen years of age. Iancy in Great
Britain 24s. per week for males over

cighteen! Females over cighteen years re-
ceive 20s. per week: there is provision of
allowances for cach child at the rate of 6s.
for the first and 3s. for ecach additional
child: and male juveniles between fifteen
and  eighteen who are unemployed will
receive 12, per weck, and girls between
fifteen and cighteen will receive 10s. per
week during the currency of this scheme
when mwmpl()yod. That shows that the
British Government realise their responsi-
hility. and the urgency and necessity of doing
something towards meeting the unemplovod
difficulty. The Swiss Government have made
extraor dmmy provision also. In fact, under
the Swiss scheme, they provide that cach
industry shall support its own unemployed.

Mr. Cornins: Hear.

Mr.  MULLAN:  Withour
myself to that scheme. or to any particular
scheme just nm\ I will say that, if the Swiss
scheme had been in operation during the last
six months, the great copper companies, such
asr Hampden, Mount Elliott. and Mount
Morgan, would not have been able to cast
their workmen adrift withour any responsi-
bility for their happiness or welfare during
this eritical period. But so long as we
have capitalistic production for profit, in-
stead of socialistic production for use, =o
long will vou have unemployed.  In fact,
unemployment will follow in a cycle Just
like droughts so long as yvou have a capi-
talistic system of produ(tlon for profit, In
most cazes, it ix the community and not the
individual that is responsible for unemploy-
ment. We must realise this or we can never
approach the solution of the pmblorn Some
people who look upon this question of unem-
ployment superficially tell you that most
unemployment is the fault of the workers
themselves, and they will point and say,
*Look at Smith: Smith has been dismissed
for being drunk.” ** Look at Brown Brown
has been dismissed for being lazy.” * Look
at Robinson: he has been dismissed for being

hear !

committing

dishonest.”  But these gentlemen have not
realised that even if Smith, Brown, and
Robinson are dismissed for those causes,

three other men are immediately put into
thelr places, aud unemploymoent in the com-

munity is neither inereased mnor decreased

[Mr. Hullan.
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by the process, =o -that, if Smith had never
heen drunk. if Brown had never been lazy.
or if Robinson had never been dishonest, 1t
would not have effected the unemploved
market one iota. So you can see that it ix
not the iudividual but the community more
than anvthing else that is responsible. As
I said before, unemplovment 1s more than
anything else “the incvitable outeome of our
capiralistic system to-day. TFor instance, if
the produer of any industry is selling aw
a high price, immediately those engaged in
that industry proceed to produce as rapidly
as possible. and as many workmen as ran
be foumd are employed in the occupation of
producing that high-priced article for profit.
As sure as the sun rises, the time will come
when you will have over-production.  You
will lmv(‘ a glut-in the market, and with a
glur in the  marker the output must be
immediately diminished, and, of course. you
have worl\ors unomplmod again. This thing
@oes on in a eyclo just like the weather, and
will continue so long as you have produ(‘tmn
for profit.  And, of course, what is true of
one industry is true of other industries.
When that sort of thing happens in a num-
ber of industries, 1nstead of in one industry,
vou -get what is known as an industrial crisis,
with wholesale unemployment; and you get
the great economic waste which follows in the
wake of unemployment. In Queensland, once
of the additional difficulties in solving the
unenmploved problem is the seasonal occupa-
tions. You have your sugar, your meat, amd
vour shearing all coming on at various times
of the vear, and it llld]\OS it more difficult to
solve the uncmployed question. 1 say that
we have to face this position, and do some-
thing to minimise it. because, so long as
vou have a capitalistic mstem you cannot.
remove unemployment as a whole: but sou
can devise a scheme to remedy or minimise
unemployment during the transitional period
from capitalistic to socialistic production.
Nobody can submit any concrete scheme for
dealing with thix matter, but I am quite sure
rhat any well organised State can embark
upon cerrain national work in such a way
as to make for the advancement of the indi-
vidual and of the Strate itself. We might
embark upon public estates improvement,
such as rhe prepavation of farms, the con-
struction of main roads, and the construction
of developmental railways. There should not,
in my opinion, be one unemployed man in
this country if we cmbarked upon proper
developmental schemes, preparatory to open-
ing up this country as it should be opened up,
Then there is auother direction in which we
wight strike out. We might consider whether
it would not be possible to compel large pas-
toral companies to employ more white men
instead of blackfellows, as they do at present:
and not only rhe private landowners. but
the State itself should adopt this policy.

Mr.

Fry: Do rou include the State in

that? :
Mr. MULLAXN: 1 include everybody.

Alr. FrY : The State is one of the emplovers
of Dlack labour on the stations to-ay.

Mr. MULLAN: We may well consider

bow far we may go towards making the

pastoralists do what the mining magnate, to
some extent. does to- davA(*mploy more white
men in proportion to the area and the value
of hiz holding. The same thing ml;,hr aplly
to big sugar planrations. At certain scasens
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valuable plantations should not be permitted
to lie idle as many do—or rather, they
should not he worked by brown, black, and
brindle labour as they are at present. The
sugar industry is maintained mostly by the
people in the Southern States, because it is
supposet to be worked as a  white-labour
industry. It is a deplorable fact that at the

present  time there are too many blacks,
browns, and brindles engaged in it.  Under

this scheme I believe we would be able to
do something in the direction of having more
white men PIII])l()V(‘d i the eulrl\dtlon of
sugar in the North than has hitherto been
the case. Then we might consider the case
of inining companies. At present, mining
companies, according to thelr avca, are sup-
posed to employ a certain number of moen,
Unfortunately, there are big freehold copper
ventures and coal ventures which are not
under that responsibility, and it might well
be cousidered whether we cannot do any-
thing in the direction of making those people

man thou' mines instead of ho]dmﬂF them
like " dogs in the manger ” as ’the\' do ut
present. Then, it might well be considered
whether  the  Government, in  advancing
money to municipalities and shires, should

not do so on condition that their develop-
maental and Improvement work should eoin-
cide with that period of the vear when there
is a surplus of workers in various occupa-

tions. These things are well worth consider-
ing. I Delieve. as a rvesult of them, we
could evolve a scheme which would, tem-

porarily, at least, solve the unemplow(l ques-
tion. In addition to all that, somcthing
might be done towards prov 1dmg a schete—
(*1thwr National or State—-of unemploved
insurance. T Delieve this is a matter more
within the proviuce of the Commonwealth
Government than of the State Government:
but until you get a Labour Government in
power in the Federal Parliament, there is
not much hope of getting a scheme of that
kind.

Mr. Moreax:

when vou
wealth?

Mr. MULLAN: We cannot wair for it, so
that the State must do something in the
interval.  In reply o my friend, I might
state that, had the Labour party remained
in power long enough, they would have «lone

not do it
C‘oinmon-

did vou
power in thoe

Why

were in

something.  They could not do everything
in a day.

Mr. Moreax: The same old ery.

My, MULLAN: [ have a «listinet objee-

tion. of course. to any scheme of unemployed
fnsurance which would be of a contributory
nature so far as the worker is concerned.
Whoever contributes, I claim that the worker
should be absolutely exempt from any con-
tribution to an  unemployment insurance

fund.
Mr. CorsER: Or to anything else.
Mr. MULLAN: Most writers to-day cou-

tend that cach industry should be responsible
for its own llll(‘llll)IOV(‘d The Swiss system
practically provides f(u that : but that schomv
could lie earried out in Queensland only in
a modified form, because many of our indus-
fries are in theiv infaney, and they might be
alled upon ro mect the expenses of the
unemployment at a period of their existence
when they might be least able to bear it
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The collective scheme is the best.  Tnstead
of each being responsible for its own, all
industry might be called upon to bear the
brunt of tlie expense of all unemwployment.

Mr. Moreax: What would you o with
the unemployvable?

Mr., MULLAN: T will deal with that at
a later stage.  Dr. Zacker, an authority on
the matter. who was an insurance officer in
Germany --which has done more in the matter
of unoun,lmod insurance than any other
COUNETY— 38

U nvumlovmnnt of a purely industrial
origin. which is an inevitable consequence
of capitalistic production, can only be
mitigared—perhaps can be suppressed-
by an insurance of which the contribu-
tions are paild by the masters of indus-
try.  Any different system which tends
to lnndon other shoulders with the cost
of Insurance against unemployment is
illogical.”

In my opinion, then, our unemployed should
be provided for, in the main, by the indus-
tries  of Qunon»land, and if there be any
deficieney. that deficiency should be made up
from the consolidated revenue., The reason
for making the consolidated revenue respon-
sible for whatever shortage there might be
i that the nation should be responsible--—
the State should be responsible—and int
ested in eltminating rvather than relieving
unemployment. What we want is to have no
wnemployed, rather than to be constantly
relieving unemployment. Mr. Knibbs, in a
treatize of his on the matter, hit the nail
on the head when he said—

“ Unemployment is cevidence of defec-
tive social organisation, and should be
corrected by improving organisation
rather than by remedying it.”

That is the position T take up. What we
want to do ix to create such a condition of
affairs as will remove the canse of unemploy-

ment so that we shall have none, rather than
ta creare- a =cheme for remedying it. In
further support of that, I will give an
opinien of a “very prominent actuary. the

president of the London Institute of Actu-
aries, who, before that hody carly this wear,
suid:

" Unemployment insurance is naturally
~till in its infanecy, but it is part of the
national scheme of insurance. The cor-
rect calenlarion of its rates of premium
12 certainly an  actuarial matter. and
therefore it must sooner or later come
within the purview of the institute if it
can Le contrived at all. It scems to me
that Imuman and extrahuman agencies
polities, strikes, ete., on the ouc hand,
and trade cyveles on the other--are dis-
rurbing agencies too uncertain for =cience
1o measure their effect and too powerful
to he negleeted, The aim of society
should be ro lessen unemployment or to
abolish it. if possible, by social and indus-
trial veform, rather than fo pay for it
by insurance.” N

Uncmployment, no doubt, is a grear mis-
fortune. not only to the individual. but to
the community.  As a result of unemploy-
ment you have physical, mental, and moral
deterioration.  They are undoubtedly the
offsprings of uwuemployment: and, iu addi-
tion, you have disease, destitution, despair,

Mr. Mullan.]
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and death. They all follow in the wake of
unemployment, and the cost of any scheme,
1o matter how great, by which we can avert
this social calamity, would be repaid a
thousandfold. In fact, if we could only
remove the cause of unemployment, and,
naturally, the consequences of unemployment,
we would really transform society. i ’

At nine minutes to 5 o’clock p.m.,

The SPEAKER said: Order! The hon.
member has exhausted the time allowed
him by the Standing Orders.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTCURE:

T beg to move—

** That the hon. member for Flinders
be granted an extension of time.”

{Question put, and the House divided—

AxEes. 34,

Mr. Armfield Mr. Larcombe

, Bertram .. Lennon
Carter w Lloyd
Collins .. Melachlan
Cooper, F. A, Mullan
Cooper, W O'sullivan
Coyne .. Payne
Fihelly ., Peterson
Foley .. Riordan
Forde Ryan, D.

LGilday .. Ryan, H, J.

.. Gillies Smith

.. Hardacre Thompson

.« Huxham Weir

.. James Wellington

.. Kirwan Whitford
Land Winstanley

Tellers: Mr. Carter and Mr. Gildar.

15.
AMr. Appel Mr. Morgan
.. Barnes, W. H. Petrie
lorgey .. Roherts
Elphinstone . Nizer
Fry . Taylor
Gunn . Vowles
Hodge .. Warren

T Maca rtney

Tellers: Mr, Fry and Mr. Sizer,
Resolved in the affirmatives

My, MULLAN: To continue iy remarks
about uncemployment, 1 would xay that, in a
properly organised society in which every
man who wanted work could get work, and
sovery man who would not work, such as the
capitalistic parasites, were made fo work,
comfort. intelligence, and production would
he inereased ecnormously.,  (C‘onfidence in his
ability to secure employment would make a
man willing to accept duties which to-day he is
compelled to evade. To-day it is a common
thing to hear biassed judges and ill-informed
legislators say that an industry cannot bear
the strain of shorter hours and higher wages:
but, if society were properly organised, so
that cverybody who wanted work could get
it. and all the capitalistic parasites were
compelled to do their shave, there would be
no difficulty in reducing the hours of employ-
ment, as well as increasing wages in such
a way as would enable the worker to live
«ecently. and in comfort.  Knibbs shows
rhat in the unions of Australia. at the end
of each quarter for 1917, there was 7 per
cent, of unemployed. If you take each quar-
rer for the years 1915, 1916, 1917. and 1918,
vou will find thar the unemployed in Aus-
wralia during that period was equal to 6.9

[Mr. Mullan.
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per cent.—practically 7 per cent. was con-
tinually unemployed. Therefore productivity
could be increased by 6.9 per cent. if those
unemployed were given employ-
[6 p.m.] ment. I hope, at all events, thai
something will be done to remove
the unemployment evil. I hope that Parlia-
ment, as indicated in the Governor’s Speech,
hefore it rises. will do something to prevent
a repetition of the unemployed that I have
seen during the last recess. The ¢ Worker "
newspaper recently, writing on the unem-
ploved question, made use of these words—
1 quite agree with them—

“ One unemployed man is a reflection
on a country, two are a disgrace, and
any more a national danger.”

That sums up the situation very tersely. We
must never again allow the workers to be
the playthings of the Mount Morgan, Hamp-
den, or Mount Elliott companies and other
capitalistic profit-mongering machines in
this State. Provision must be made for
them, regardless of whether those companies
are working or not. Why should the un-
cmploved workers of the State be compelled
to sit down on a “ ten bob a week ration”
while the directors of these great companies
are marking time in Sydney while the mines
are shut down? That sort of thing is not
fair and square. A Government that is
worthy of the confidence of the electors and
a Government that wants to retain that
confidence, as 1 believe this Government
wants to o, must do something to remove
the unemploved evil. The Government have
promised to do something during this session
1o solve the question, and to preclude the
possibility of any few men in any industry
taking the profits from the workers and
their families, while at the same time they
serve out to the workers just whatever they
like. This Government have over and over
again attempted to prove that a worker has a
right to live. So far it is a mere theoretical
right that the worker has, but we want
to make it practical. Every worker should
have the right to work and the right to live.
and the duty devolves on this Government
and on every Government to make adequate
provision to give work to every worker. 1
know of nothing which inflicts greater hard-
ship upon a worker, and also indirectly
upon society than the curse of unemploy-
ment. There has been a dislocation of indus-
try for the past five vears as the rvesult
of the war., and it make it more imperative
than ever that we should do something to
solve the unemployed question at the present
time.,  Our soldiers are being rapidly de-
mobilised, and as a result they are being
thrown upon the labour market, and they
will be displacing other men who will then be
thrown on the labour market. Men’s passions
are inflamed as the result of the past five
vears’ horror, and they will not submit then-
selves to a svstem of slow starvation. and
I do not blame them. 1 trust that the Go-
vernment will «do something to solve the
question this session., and, to repeat what I
said earlier in my speech, any Government
that neglects to deal with or solve the un-
employed problem will find that it is only
a matrer of time when the unemployed
of a country. especially at this critical period
in our history. will deal with the Govern-
ment itself.

1 would now like to make a few remarks
on the question of the Arbitration {‘ourt
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and the cost of living,  Although arbitration
is the policy of this party, no man can deny
the fact that arbitration. as we have it
to-day. has been the cause of great dissatis-
faction. The ballots taken by the Australian
Workers” Union, the Seamen’s Union, and by
the members of the Australian Meat Industry
Tmployees' Union, have disclosed the fact
that therc is a strong difference of opinion
among the workers of this State, and the
workers of Australia, in regard to the con-
tinuance of arbitration: and I am satisfied
that, unless arbitration is placed on a dif-
ferent footing, then arbitration is not going
to succeed.

Mr. Fry:

What footing would you sug-
aest?
Mr. MULLAN: My friend asks me what

footing I would suggest. Some people say
that we should have a living wage scale.
Why, the slaves were entitled to a living
in the long, dim, distant past. The slaves
always had to be fed, so a man is not
asking for too much when he asks for a
living wage. In fact, when you ask for a
Tiving wage. vou are not getting very far
ahead of the slave on this question. You
are not very much ahead of the old days of
slavery. Mr. Ryaun, in his book on the
* Living Wage,” says—
“To compel a man to work for less
than a living wage is as truly an in-
justice as to pick his pocket.™’

Trying to force men to work for lesy than
a living wage while at the same time pick-
ing their pockets by profiteering is nothing
but an injustice. Then, again, Philip Snow-
«den, the English Labour man, says—

“The demand for a ]1\1ng wage Is
not a demand for full justice.”

The hon. member a while ago asked what
footing I suggested. I can tell the hon.
member that the Labour platform provides
for securing to the worker the full product
of his industry. When the Arbitration Court
judge bases his awards on the mere living
wage, he is not carrying out the policy of
the Labour movement. which says that the
labourer must secure the full product of
his industry. That is the irreducible mini-
mum to which each worker is entitled. The
svstem of arbitration cannot last if it docs
not come up to that standard.

Mr. FrY: How will you bring it about?

Mr. MULLAN : I have just told you what
the Labour movement provides.

Mr. Fry: You are just making a state-
ment. You are uot saying how you will
bring it about.

Mr. MULLAN: The object of the Labour
movement 1s to secure to the worker the
full results of his industry. If arbitration
does not give that to the wealth producer,
then arbitration fails to fulfil the condi-
tions asked for in the Labour platform.

Mr. FrY: How are you going to do it?

Mr. MULLAN: If my friend will be
quiet and patient, he will perhaps hear

something to his advantage. The present
method of arbitration does not attempt to
give the worker the full results of his in-
dustrs. We know that again and again the
worker is compelled to go into the witness-
box, and to go into disgraceful details as
to what it costs to keep his wife and family.
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e has to give a lot of humiliating details
in support of his case for a living wage.

Mr. PetRiE: Wheo passed the Arbitration

Aet?
Mr. MULLAN: T am just pointing out
that the Avbitration Act has had a trial,

but it wants amending now. The weakness
of the Arbitration Court to-day is that onc
hody awards a wage, and another body. out-
side the control of the court, has the right
to vary or wipe out that wage. A worker
may get an increase of 5s. a week, and
bodies hevond the jurisdietion of the court
are able to nullify those wages. I have
evidence of that here. M. Justice McCawley
in one of his recent judgments dealing ‘Wlth
the bakers, xaid—

* The efforts of the court to maintain
or improve the standard of living of em-
plovees is constantly being frustrated by
arbitrary increases in the selling price
of comniodities. Some means may con-
ceivably he adopted to standardise the
prices of most of, if not all, the necces-
saries of life. so that increases in wages.
if given, should be real, not nominal.”

Mr. Justice McCawley sees the flaw. and
realisex the way in which that flaw may be
met, and we must do something to meet
Here is a glaring case of how the efforts
of the Arbirration Clourt are thwarted by the
cmployers of Tabour. In giving his judgment
in the bakers’ case, Mr. Justice McCawley
said-

baker the increase
means a great deal. In the proceedings
Jeading up to the last award, I had be-
fore me the figures of a profitable busi-
nes« i1 which the baker sold well over
30,000 loaves per week, and employed not
more than ten bakers. To that baker
the inereases in wages and the granting
of the weekly holiday the award pre-
seribed entail an added expense of about
£2 per week : the increase of id. per loaf
would add #£62 per week to his receipts.
Should the cmployees’ claim now put for-
ward be granted in full, it would involve
an outlay of £5 per week cxtra. The
wages now received by the bakers em-
ployed could be doubled without depriv-
ing him of the full benefit of the contri-
hution of id. per loaf, which he exacts
from the consumer.”
That is a elaring case.  Mr. Justice
McCawley. in his award of 3rd March.
granted the men employed by this particu-
lar firm an incrvease of £2. This firm turned
out 30,000 loaves per week, and they imme-
diately increased the price of bread id. per
loaf, which brought them in £62 10s. per
week with which to meet the additional
award of £2 per week,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
over !

Mr, MULLAN : A little over ! Even allow-
ing for a late additional award of £5 per
w cek, that particular irm in Brisbane, which
is turning out 30,000 loaves per Week ix
making an additional sum weekly of '£55
10s. or £2.883 vearly, over and above the
profits they were making before this award
was made at all. Imagine the extraordinary
profits that are being made by the whole
of the bakers of Brisbane in providing the
people of Brisbane with bread! This is one
example of the profiteering going on. Here
we have a case of one employer increasing:

Mr. Mullan.]
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his income £60 per week, whilst his employees
only increase theirs by 10s. per week. So
long as we permit of profiteering on that
extensive seale, so long will we tind it very
difficult to deal with the question of arbitra-
tion.  As evidence of the failure of arbivva-
tion owing to the profiteering proclivities of
cortain classes in the community—2Mr, W,
M. Murphy, the Under Seeretary for Labour
in Victoria, in dealing with wages and prices
in Australia, has shown that. whilst wages
aud prices in Australia have increas
per cent., the cost of living has increa
per cent, showing that the worker

per cent, worse off in 1916 than he was in
1901, We know from figures submitted by
¢ Knibbs™ that the cost of living is almost
unbearable to the average family. The
average for Australia has inereazed during
the period of the war alone 42.2 per cent.,
and in this State of ,ours—-it is no use dis-
guising the fact—it increased by as much as
60 per cent. durmtr the vears of war: so that
the worker is bmn<r exploited. and is receiv-
ing practically nothing in comparison with
the inerease of wages, and, unless the Arbi-
tration Court is clothed w 1th additional power
to enable it fo give an award which will be
an effective award, and not a nominal award
a< it is to-day. we are bound to fail. Any
systom of dl[)ltldtl()n will fail if we permit
of the passing on of the award. To permit

of the passing of the award made on to
the workers themselves is the weak spot
in our arbitration system. Ler me give

another glaring mvun})lo of it. Tn the coal-
mining dispute of 19m Judge Tdmowds gave
an increase in miners’ wages of 15 per cent..
which represented abour £390.000: bur he
immediately allowed the coalowners to in-
crease the price of coal 3s. per ton. which.
on the basis of the consumption of coal.
represented an inerease in the price of that
product of £1,350,000. So that. after meet-
ing the award of Judge Edwonds, cqual to
#£390,000, the mineowners were still able to
make an excess profit of £960.000. Now this
sort of thing cannot go on; it cannot be
allowed. It has been urged by the other side
that many industries will not be able to pay
if the worker receives the full product of his
industry. I say that the industry which is not
able to pay the worker the full product of
his labour is hardly worth bothering with in
this country. My, Justice nggm~ laid it
down long ago in his famous award in con-
neetion with the Broken Hill Company that
ii it was a calamity that that historical mine
should close down, it would be a greater
calamity that men should be underfed and
degraded. That is the position I take; and
1 say that, if it is necessary to conduct a cer-
tain industry in the interests of society, and
that industry will not pay, it is not the
workers who ‘should suffer, but the community.
It is obvious that a radical change must be
made in the whole conduot of arbitration as it
stands to-day. This party stands for arbitra-
tion. Tt is just as well that we should under-
stand that the mere passing of an Arbitration
Act—the mere registration of a particular
brand of arbitration—does not fulfil the plat-
form of the party. T say that any Arbitra-
tion Act which falls short in its object of
securing to the worker the full product of
his industry fails to mecet the conditions of
the pledge to which T have subseribed. I
know that you cannot do evervthing in a
day: 1 know political advancement is evolu-
tionary; but it is no use this party disguising
the fact that we must  face this acute

[Mr. Mullan.
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problem. The workers all over Queensland
and Australia to-day are divided upon the
question  as to  whether arbitration has
given them what they expected from it.
And if it fails to give them what they expect
and what clearly we understand they expect—
the full product of their industry 3
are going to turn arbitration down. There is a
c(\mt1tutl()1ml way in which it can be turned
down no doubt : that ix by Labour in conven-
tion: but, before they resort to that course,
1 hope that now we have the opportunity
we shall take it, and, if possible, devise an
Arbitration Act that will secure to the worker
the full product of hix labour. There is no
good in talking about a living wage. The
dav 1% past when the worker is going to be
content with a living wage. It might have
Leen good enough for his forefathers, but
it is nor good enouoh to-day. The worker
wants a little more. I know that some of the

judges are cven saying that the worker
should be permitted to live in moderate

deceney  and comfort. 1 go further than
saying that there should be moderate decency
and comfort for the worker. He is the
creator and the source of all wealth and he
should be entitled to ar least as mueh as the
man for whom he works. The stand I am
going to take in this ITouse—the stand I
have taker: all alonz—is that when any Act
comes along dealing with this question I
shall do all in my power to have it framed
in such a way that it will carvy out in its
entivety the principles of the Labour move-

rent. that is, to secure to the worker the
full product of his industry.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Ilear, hear!

My, PETRIE (Toombuly: It iz now the

third weels of the debate on the Address in
Reply., and I wax expecting some of the
Ministers to reply to the criticism of the
leader of the Opposition,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
you call 1t7

What do
(Government laughter.)

Mr. PETRIE: Evidently they cannot de-
fend their own administration and they put
up their rank and file to do it for them.
The houn. member for Flinders, who has made
a very good specch from his point of view,
has made an attack on the Emplovers’ Feder-
ation and used some private and confidential
documents he has got possession of. The,
emplozer, we are told, is all that 1s bad,
and he is going to do all things that are bad
to the worker. T should like to read a docu-
ment that Mr. Ryan., when in England, or
some of his friends on the other side, were
good enough to circulate, or, at all events.
on the strength of what is said in this docu-
ment, a leaflet was printed in the interests
of a M»r., Cape, who was put up in the
Labour interests. It reads—

*“ THREE YEARS OF LABOUR ‘GOVERNMENT.
“ SOME FACTS FROM AUSTRALIAN EXPERIENCE.
“ Queensland Before the Labour Tietory.

“ Quecnsland had been ruled for years
up to the swar by capitalists called
Liberals,

“ Before the war had lasted a week,
these Liberal cabinet ministers, while
promoting recruiting, were privately
touring the country, buwnﬂ up all the
foodstuffs and putting up the prices
50 to 100 per cent.”

Mr. Kiewax: What about the round robin?
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Mr. PETRIE: The hon, wmember, when
<peaking the other night. said that. when the
history of this war came to be written, those
who supported conscription woull be handed
over to pe1d1t10n and 1 suppose that those
who were anti-conscriptionists will get the
30", and every other good thing it is possible
for them to have.

Mr. Morean: The iron cross.  (Laaghter.)

Mr. PETRIE: This leaflet goes on—
- “8o Ryan, the Liabour leader,
touring the country, collecting evidence
of thewr deals, which he proclaimed cevery-

. where. In ten mouths they had made
£20,000,000.
“Ten months after the beginning of

the war there was a general election,
with the result that Ryvan was returned
to power and was called upon to form a
wministry, with a majority of 17.
CQueensland After the Lalbour Vietory,

“By a Sugar Acquisition Act he re-
duced sugar to pre-war prices. He took
the duty off tea (and Auxrr lia is aileged
to be unanimously and incurahly protec-
tionist), and so supplied the people with
a good quality at Is. per 1b., instead of
3s. 6d. or 4s.

* He took 8,000,000 acres of unused land
without compensation, and intends to
take 200,000,000 more at the same price.

“He reduced meat from 1z, 3d. to

64d., and pig-iron from £11 10s. per ton
to &

“ e has provided 872 houses for dis-
charged soldiers, and a farm cach for
over 5.000; i they dow't know how to
farm they ave supplied with compsetenr
teachers, and paid £2 a week, board
and lodging while learning.

“He socialised the hospitals and asy-
lums, so as to remove the stigma of
pauperism from those who were unable
to pay. FEvery widow had 15s. u week:
orphans were provided for: baby ¢linics
were provided; and a Io,z 1 working
week of forty-four hows was enacted,

“They have State trawlers, and their
hauls of fish being greater than local
consumption, the surplus was frozen and
exported—waste and overlapping of pri-
vate enterprise being avoided.

“The Coalition Government has just
been selling State-built and Statc-owned
vessels back to private enterprise.

“Then, note these other food products,
and how their prices were steadied by
State production—

Butter was 1s. a lb.; cheese, 8d. and
9d.; honey, 5d.: oranges and other
fruit, 4d. a dozen: all these were sup-
plied from a State-socialist colony on
the Murrumbidgee, with a population
of 100,000 and established at a cost of
£3.500,000.

“ Ryan’s Second Vietory.

“Of course, all these things were
fiercely opposed, seceretly, if not openly,
by the capitalists, who alleged that he
had no mandate for doing all these things
so Ryan decided to appeal to the people
before his time was up. To meet this,
the Liberals and Tories united against
him, calling themselves the National and
Patriotic Party.

[19 Aveust.)
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A number of most popular oflicers

were released from the front to stand
as candidates against him. The Press

was deluged with * atheism.’
*German gold,” cte.
rurned.

‘free love.
Not onle was re-

“ The result was that Rvan came back
with an increased majority—>51 to 21

S Nome New DProposals and (lomparisons,

“He is now proposing to peusion off
everybody at fifty-five (as was done In
ancient Peru, under the Incas) at the
rvate of £5 a week; whereas in Britain,
against the old age pension of 5s. a
week  (recently  increased to Ts 6d.):
generals retive on £3.000 a vear, judges

on £3500; and while soldiers’ widows
get 125, 6d. a week, Lady Maude got
£95, 000. which, invested In war loan,

will give her and her heirs £15 a week.
And while the vatriotic British Govern-
ment gives the soldiers 10s. 6d. a wecek, -
this Labour Government gives them £2 2s.
a week, and 85s. a week for their wives
and widows,
“ Vote for Cape, the LaBour candxddte
and similar legislation for England.”
_The SecreTaRY FOR TrBLIC LANDS:
Tory wrote that?
Mr. PETRIE: No Tory. I have here the
particalars as to whom it was printed by,

What

and so on. T think it is a little bit—
Mr. MceLacHLax : Over the odds. {Lsugh-
ter.)

Mr. PETRIE: It shows what reliance is
sometimes placed on statements made Ly the
other side of the House.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULITRE :
by a lunatic in England.
Mr. PETRIE: Yes,

get those statements?

Wiritten

but where did they

Mr. ¥. A, Cooper: Probably from the
Opposition.
Mr. PETRIE: Was it from * Socialism

at work,” or something of that kind. pub-

lished by the present Government? To get

bLack to the Address in Reply——
GoverNMENT Meusers: Ilear,

Mr. PETRIE: They say ‘*Hear, hear!
from the other side, but 1 think, in justice
to the Opposition, it is quite right that we
should ventilate rubbish of that sort and
expose lies of that sort that are put before,
not only the people of Australia, but the
people of Great Britain. The Governor’s
Speech says—

‘It must be a source of intense grati-
fication to you that the dreadful war
which for more than four years had
devastated the fairest portion of Kurope
and had caused appalling loss in life
and treasure has come to an end with
victory for the side that stood for
freedom, justice, and civilisation against
a formidable cnemy.” )

We are all pleased that the great, world-
wide war has at last come to an end, and we
hope that we are going to enjoy that
freedom. that justioo. and that civilisation
which are mentioned in the Speech. But,
while we are all glad that this great war
has ended in \mtm'\ for Great Britain and
the allies, it is deplorable to think thar,
after all that our sailors and soldiers have
done for us in fighting for freedom, liberty,

Mr, Petrie.]
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and civilisation, they should find industrial
unrest and turmoil when they come back to
Australia and Queensland.

~Mpr. Cotrixs: Do you call war
flon?

Mr. PETRIE: Hon. members do not like
my putting it in that way, but I have come
here to say something on the war and this
industrial unrest. We find that the Govern-
ment in power in this State ave powerless to
administer or to govern the State.

Mr. Kirwax: They are domg just as well
as Lloyd George or “* Billy” Watt is doing.

Mr. PETRIE: While we have Bolsheviks,
LW.W.-ites, and other men of that sort
Mr. Kirwan: Imported by Denham.

Mr. PETRIE: We will always have
trouble: and I say that it is the duty of
cvery conscientious and honest worker of
Queensland and  Australia to  assist the
unionists of Australia to burn out this
cancerous growth of disloyalty that is cating
the heart out of their arganisation. lhow
is no room in Australin for disloyalists.
The sooner our social and industrial ‘system
is purged of them the better it will be for
Australia and Australians.

Mre. Kirwax: Are they
were trading with Germany?

Mr. PETRIE: The only way, to my mind,
to do this is ar the ballot-box. "If the
workers of Queensland and Auwstralia exert
their influence in this dircction, they will
find that fair play and fair dealing will he
their lot. We have heard a lot this afror-
noon from the hon. member for Flinders
1'o'>(11'dmr_, the unemployed question.  If is a
oreat question and a big problem. Ile was
trving to prove that he saw @ way out of
the difficulty. and 1 think probably from
his standpoint he may have made out what

civilisa-

the chaps who

some hon. members may consider a good
case.  The unemploved question cert'unly
is @ big ome, Unfortunately, there arc

some nien who, no matter what is done for
them, or however good counditions are made
for th(\m will never work. The State should
mwake men of this class work, and. if they
have wives and families to support, the Stato
should pay the money over to them so that
they shall be supported, and that this should
continue until fho men came to their scnses
and went to the support of those whom they
have every reason to support. We have
heard a good deal about the worker. We
know that outside of this House the worker
i= a power in the land. but hon. gentlemen
must npot forget that so is the man with
brains,

Mre. CoLuiNs:

Mr. PETRIE:

Has not the worker brains?

Regard must be had to
the man with brains. to the scientist. the
expert. and the capitalist. I am one of
thoge who believe in making the conditions
of the workers better in every respect.
Arbitration has not solved the problem.
To-day we find that the other side of the
House, which introduced the Arbitration
Act—the Arbitration Act which the Denham
Government brought in was not considered
good enough—are ignoring that Act alto-
gether: they will not abide by it. 1 say
that, if the Government can amend the
Arbitration Act in any shape or form that
will stop strikes and other industrial dis-
putes, then T am with them all the time.
Mr. Weir: Why don’t you help them in
Liverpool? They need your assistance there.

[Mr. Petrie,
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Mr. PETRIE: We know that brute force
has never achicved anything in that partica-
lar direction. It has been the means
forcing misery and starvation upon thousands
of innocent victims. 1 wish to refer to the
present strike. I do not say that the seamen
are not justified in making demands, but I
believe that they must go abouf it in a com-
stitutional way. They can have their griev-
ances righted without doing what they hav
done.  They have been misled by the ex-
tremists and these I have mentioned, whor:
rhe unionists should cut out. The sooner
they are hounded back to the country they
came from the better it will be not onlv
m the unions but also for the people of
Australia.

Mr., WER:

M. PETRIE: The hon, member says
“too thin,” but [ say it is to be regretresi
that. while these strikers are doing what thes
are doing, people are starving in the North
and other parts, and the Government stand

Too thin.

idly by and do nothing to relieve the
1)0~1t1<m
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Are you
speaking  of the (ommonwealth Goveru-
moent?
AMr. PETRIE: This Government is o

DLlame.

The SEcRErarY FOR - AGRICULTURE: This
Government have nothing to do with it.
Mr. PETRIE: This Government shouli

have taken a stand, but they are too afraid
of the votes they are after; they are ton
weak-kneed, T say it is time they should
stand down and let someone else get on the
Treasury henches who would do the proper
thing.

The  SECRETARY
Seamen’s Union Is

Mr., PETRIE: This Government want to
throw evervthing on to the Federal Govern-
ment.  They say the Federal Government
will not supply them with the ships; bur
they had ships lxing here that they couid
have acquired.

1Ton. J. G. Apper: The © Allinga.”

My, PETRIE: The
didn’t vou get her?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You try
to man her, and sce if you can get her.

My, PETRIE: I now wish to refer to the
iil-fiated steamer ¢ Llewellyn.”

Mr. WEIR: Are you going to blame the
Government for that?

Mr. PETRIE: I am not going to blame
th(\ Government, but I say that that vessel
should not have been sent to sea at all. She
was condemned before as unfit to go outside
Cape Moreton. I know that the Govern-
ment probably thought they were doing the
best they could, but they had other steamers
which they could have sent.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTGRE: Do you
think the Marine Department is totally in-
capable?

Mr. PETRIE: I do not say that the
Marine Department is totally incapable.

The SECRETARY TFOR AGRICULTURE: Don't
they manage these things? Don’t they
certify to the fitmess of ships?

Hon. W, H. Barxes: The Minister ie
getting angry. Why should he get angry?

FOR AGRICULTTRE: The

a Federal union.

“ Allinga.” Why
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Mr. PETRIE: The hon. gentleman will
Have time to make his own speech later on.
I do not think he will, however, because he
moved an extension of time for the hon.
member for Flinders.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I am not
so fond of talking as the hon. member.

Mr. PETRIE: I noticed that the annual
report of the Labour and Industrial Branch
of the Commonwealth Burean of Census and
Statistics, which is issued by the Common-
wealth Statistician, Mr. G. H. Knibbs, shows
thiat, since the advent of the Ryan Govern-
ment in Queensland, strikes have increased
enormously. These are the figures from 1913
to 1918, inclusive. The Ryan Government
assumed office in June, 1915,

The SECRETARY TOR AGRICULITRE :
“ Knibbs” say that?
Mr. PETRIE: I say that. I am going to

quote ‘‘ Knibbs” now. The Minister need not
think he will frip me up, because I know

Does

as well as he does what I am saying. I .

thought he was going to say that  Knibbs”

was telling an untruth. ~These are the
figures—
| Bstublish-|  Work- .
— Disputes.| ments | peop'e I“,'O,:b eogf
| Involved. | Iuvolved. 808,
LT £
1913 ... 17 L w0 2,006 | 28,374
1914 18 42 1,686 11,747
1915 17 39 2,066 4,505
1916 64 252 20,318 95,978
1817 39 202 13,045 178,125
1918 84 696 10,673 131.142
! i

The Commonwealth fgures for the year
1918 are—New South Wales 138 disputes,
Queensland 84, Victoria 33, Western Aus-
tralia 22, South Australia 17, Northern Ter-
ritory 3, Tasmania 1. New South Wales

loss  of wlages, £112.894; Queensland,
£131,142; Victoria £99,346; Western Aus-
tralia, £17,792; South Australia, £10,515;

Northern Territory, £395; Tasmania, £250.
The reason I am quoting these figures is to
show that, while the Labour Government
have been in power, they have had, far more
strikes than any other Government. I think
some of these extremists, when they have a
Labour Government in power, are not satis-
fied with a fair thing. They want the Go-
vernment to do things which are not consti-
tutional, and which they have not the power
to do. They try to force the hands of the
Government in every respect. In dealing
with these men the Government have far
more trouble than they would have if they
were allowed to act as their consciences
dictated. I do not wish to say anything
disrespectful of the Labour party, because 1
believe that in that party there are true and
good men. At the same time, when they
get in power, this House and this country
are ruled by outsiders. There is the Indus-
trial Council, which will never have any
industrial peace as long as they can prevent
it. Should such a thing happen the occu-
pation of organisers and men of that stamp
would be gone.

I notice in the Speech the following para-
graph :—

“ But no scheme that could be devised
for the benefit of the returned soldiers,
or of the community generally, can be
fully effective while the law permits
the remorseless profiteer to make grossly

1919—=
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excessive gains by the sale of the com-
mon necessaries of life. As the rescis-
sion of the Commonwealth price-fixing
regulations has given this species of
exploiter larger opportunities, a measure
dealing with the whole matter thoroughly
and equitably will be submitted for your
approval.”’
Mr. Kirwax: Hear, hear!

Mr. PETRIE : I am not in sympathy with
the profiteer, because I believe that any man
who tries to take down the worker or any-
body else by excessive profits should be pun-
ished. At the same time, supply and demand
is the thing that controls this matter. At
the last election the cry was “ Cheap food.”
Whet do we find in Queensland to-day? Aec-
cording to Knibbs’s statistics, we find that
Queensland is the dearest State in the Com-
monwealth in which to live. It is not fair
that immediately a man gets a rise in wages
the price of commodities should go up. Some-
thing should be done to prevent that. We
must not forget, however, that, when there
is an increase in wages, the price of the
article which has to be produced must also
go up. The Government are taking credit
for what they have done for our returned
soldiers; but they have been doing it with
money which has been advanced from the
Commonwealth. This week, in Brisbane,
and throughout Queensland, we are having
what is ecalled an ¢ Australian manufac-
turers” week.” Unfortunately, on account
of the influenza epidemie, we have been pre-
vented from holding our big exhibition this
year. This manufacturers’ week is taking
the place of the exhibition. I think there
is a display in Market Square, and in most
of the shop windows. It does one good to
go round and see what can be produced in
Australia, If we wish to promote the re-
turn to civil life of our sailors and soldiers
who fought in the great war, we must
institute throughout Australia an active
campaign with the object of fostering a
sentiment in favour of Australian-made
articles and the building up of Australian
industries. Unfortunately for those indus-
tries, while conditions in the industrial world
remain as they are, no man will lay ou$
money to a large extent. This stafte of
affairs will continue until the workers are
prepared to work in with the much-abused
capitalist, about whom we have heard so
much. see no reason why capital and
labour should not be friends, helping one
another, making the State progress, and
bringing happiness and contentment to every-
body. have been an employer of labour
for many years, and I can honestly say that
I have always been able to settle withous
bother any little trouble I may have had
with the men, so that, notwithstanding what
may be said by the hon. member for
Flinders, while some employers may be bad,
all employers are not.

Mr. F. A. Coorer: You are the bright,
shining example.

Mr. PETRIE: I do not want any compli-
ments from the hon. member, neither do I
want a halo round my head, because I was
told by another hon. member on the other
side that on account of my speaking in favour
of conseription I would be sent to perdition.
I would remind the hon. member for Bris-
bane, who made that statement, that,
although he said he was in favour of the
voluntary system, when conscription was noé
carried, very few members on the other side

Mr. Petrie.]
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went into the country and asked people to
enlist and help their comrades in the trenches.
Why did bon. members opposite not_go out
in the country and try to do something in
the direction of asking men to cross the seas
to help their comrades?

During the war a multitude of young
industries came into being, They were
pmturesquely and acculatelw described as

‘War Babies,” as they were born during
the war. Other industries were extended and
the avenues of employment were widened;
and, consequently, there was a greater circu-
lation of money locally. Australia’s progress
and status as a nation is dependent on proper
encouragement by Australians of their own
industries. We have any amount of raw
materials here, and, instead of exporting our
raw products, we should, if possible, manu-
facture them within our own shores. This
campaign should be a national one, and the
chief note to be sounded should be the urgent
need of establishing industries in order to
permit the return to ecivil life of our soldiers
who have helped to make Australia a nation.
We have a huge national debt as a result
of the war, and we must prevent, if pos-
sible, money going out of the country for
the purchase of goods abroad when similar
goods can be obtained in Australia. I have

mentioned that this is Australia week, and

I have an extract from one of the papers,
which says—

“In a recent address to his fellow-
manufacturers, the president of the
Chamber of DManufactures (Mr. A. D.
Walker) declared dramatically: ¢ Mili-
tarily the war is over. For us it has
just commenced.” He pointed out that
nations abroad, facing after-the-war
reconstruction, were organising huge
trade combines, backed by enormous
capital, and, with veritable advance
armies of consuls, selling agents, and
secret trade commissioners, they were
preparing for the ‘peaceful invasion’ of
countries open to exploitation.  Their
aim was a natural one. They wanted to
promote the reparation of their own
soldiers, to lessen their own unemploy-
ment problems, and to lighten, by in-
creased production, their own grievous
burdens of taxation. The questlon was
whether Australians were going to solve
these problems for other countries and
to neglect the equally serious problems
of their own country.”

I think that sums up the situation very nicely
indeed.

Mr. Courins: Did that manufacturer sign
the circular that was read in the House this
afternoon?

Mr. PETRIE: I know nothing at all
about the circulars that were read by the
hon. member for Flinders. I am not con-
nected with them, and I do not know who
signed them. I do not know that it would
make very much difference if I did.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
do not join, you will be blacklisted.

Mr. PETRIE: I Lknow all about that.
There are thirty-six measures mentioned in
the Governor’s Speech, and six or seven of
them are already very well known to us. I
might say that they have been resurrected.

Mr. MuLLax: Which one do you object to?

M. PETRIE: When those measures come
before us, I will let the hon. member know

[Mr. Petrie.
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what I have to say in regard to them. I
wish to point out the alarming position into
which this State has got since the socialistic
Government took control.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER :
left office.

Mr. PETRIE: Our party is the party
which believes in justice to every man and
woman in the State; we do mot believe in
class legislation. (Government laughter.) I
am only sorry that we have party politics.
If I had my way, I would do away with
party politics altogether, but what to sub-
stitute is the problem. Faithful as the
Government’s own followers may be, still
there are plenty of things done by the
Government in which they do not believe. 1
do not forget the remarks of the hon. mem-
ber for Logan, nor those of the hon. member
for Normanby, and I must congratulate
those hon. members on their very moderate
speeches. The hon. member for Logan
admitted that the greatest educator is travel.
I am glad that that hon. member enlisted
and went to fight for his King and country.
His intentions were good, and it is no fault
of his that he did not get right to the field
of battle, and I am sure every member of
this House will appreciate what he did. The
hon. member said that, owing to his travels,
his views have been broadened.

Mr. CorriNs: Made more democratic.

Mr. PETRIE: We are all more democratic
than we were. When I first came into this
House in 1893, under the late Sir Thomas
MeIlwraith, I was called a Tory, and I have
been called a Tory ever since, although I
venture to say—not that I wish to blow my
own trumpet—that I have been as good a
Labour man as any member of this House,
n%t excluding hon. members on the other
side,

(Sitting suspended from 6 p.m. to T p.m.)

Mr. PETRIE : We all know the alarming
position that this State has got into since
the socialist Government took control.
There is no doubt that the State has got
into such a position that, if things are
not adjusted soon, I do not know how
we are going to carry on. I might
remind hon. members that, prior to the
advent of the present Gowe1nment, there
were a series of credit balances shown by
the State; but, notwithstanding the increased
taxation, there are distinct losses shown upon
each vear’s return. The total revenue for
the year 1914-1915, the last year of the
Denham Government, was £7,202,658. In
1918-1919 the revenue for the year amounted
to £9,415,543. It will be seen that in that’
peuod of years, as a result of added taxation
imposed on the community by the present
Government, there was an extra amount of
revenue amountmg to £2,212,885. The total
taxation recsived in 1914-1915 was £915,457.
In 1917-1918 the receipts from taxation
amounted to £1,761,232, and in 1918-1919 to
£2,772,268. The taxation receipts for the last
financial year, as compared with 1914-1915,
showed an increase of £1,856,811. That
amouunt all came from increased direct taxa-
tion, and not from the general progress of
the community.

Mr. Corirxs: Taxation of a few persons
and of a few estates.

Mr. PETRIE: There are a few people
who do not pay taxation who should be made
to pay.

Mr. KIRWAN:

Since the Tories

You favour the poll-tax.
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Mr. PETRIE: No, I do not. That is an
old worn-out saying. It is like the cry,
¢ Give us your policy,” which used to be
indulged in by hon. members opposite. It is
time they dropped all that sort of rubbish.
The taxation per head of the population in
1914-1915 in Queensland was £1 8s. 2d. In
1916-1917 it was £2 6s, 9d. I do not know
what the figures were for 1818-1919, but no
doubt they will show a further increase per
head.

Mr. Kirwax: Give us the profiteers’ taxa-
tion, and let us have the whole thing.

Mr. PETRIE: Queensland is the heaviest
taxed State of all; and, not only are we
taxed more heavily than any other State, but
the cost of living has gone up to a_ greater
extent in Queensland than in any other part
of the Commonwealth. We have also got
land taxation in Queensland.

GovERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. PETRIE : Previous Governments had
no land taxation at all in the State, although
we had a Federal land tax. While the pre-
sent Government have been in office they
have received from land taxation the follow-
ing amounts:—1915-1916, £247,044; 1916-1917,
£362,585; in 1917-1918, £344,547; in 1918-
1919, £578,252. If we take the receipts from
income tax, we will find that in the last
year of the Liberal Government, 1914-1915,
the receipts amounted to £517,000. In 1915-
1916, the first year of the Ryan Socialist Go-
vernment, the income tax receipts increased
to £766,560. In 1917-1918, the receipts
amounted to £967,520, and in 1918-1919, to
£1,677,334. So that the amount received
from income tax last year was £1,160,000
more than the Denham Government received
from the same source during their last year
in office.

~ Mr. GiLpaY : That shows that incomes must
be increasing. Is not that a good thing for
Queensland ?

Mr. PETRIE: In his last estimate of
taxation the Treasurer anticipated that he
would receive £1,154.000 from income taxa-
tion, but, as a matter of fact, he received
£523,334 more than he expected from that
source. So he cannot blame the country or
‘the taxpayers for not getting the revenue he
anticipated. I am not going into the finan-
cial position to-night, because the hon. mem-
ber for Bulimba, who is an ex-Treasurer, is
better able to do it than I am, and, when
he gets up to speak, he will show the Govern-
ment, per medium of the Treasury returns,
the way the State is drifting.

Mr. Kmrwan: He is the Opposition
financial “ Big Bertha.”
Mr. PETRIE: I think all the financial

magnates and capitalists are on the Govern-
ment side of the House, because it is the
members over there who are accumulating
money as fast as ever they can.

My, PoLLock : Why are you always picking
on to me? (Laughter.)

Mr, PETRIE: I am not picking on the
hon. member, although I dare say he is
putting by his little bit, too.

With regard to our railways, I think it is
deplorable to see the way they are drifting
at the present time. In referring to the
railways, I do not wish to cast any reflection
on the Commissioner or the heads in the
Railway Department. I think the Govern-
ment made & good appointment when they

[19 AucUsT.]
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appointed Mr. Davidson Commissioner, and
he has good heads of departments under
him. The only trouble is that the Commis-
sioner is not allowed to run the railways
in his own way. If he were allowed to go
his own way, the railways would be run
in the interests of the country, and it would
be better for all concerned. In 1913-1914, our
railways returned £3 12s. 6d. per cent. on the
capital invested. In 1914-1915, the last year
of the Denham Government, ther returned
$£3 16s. 7d. per cent. In 1915-1916, the first
vear of the Ryan Government, they returned
£2 1ls. per cent., in 1916-1917, £2 1s. b5d.
per cent., and in 1917-1918 £1 9s. 7d. per
cent, I think the returns for the year just
ended will show a further reduction of the
revenue from the railways. It is not a very
cheerful prospect to look forward to, and
something ought to be done to improve
matters. I was expecting that I should get
the interjection, * What would you do?
Sack the men?” I say, “No.” I do not
believe in discharging men wholesale; but,
if the service is overmanned—and it has been
proved to be overmanned—then the Govern-
ment should come boldly forth and find some
other avenue of employment for these men
which would be more suitable for them,
because, as far as we can gather, there are
many men in the Railway Department just
now toppling over one another, and not know-
ing what to do. The public will realise the
seriousness of the position on the railways.
The Secretary for Railways recently made
a trip to America and the old country, but
we are still waiting to hear something about
the result of that trip.

Mr. Gitpay: Give him time.

Mr. PETRIE: I will give him time—I am
not going to run him down—but by this time
he should have been able to give us any
information and advice he picked up on his
trip which may be beneficial in the working
of the Queensland railways. I do not wish
to cast any reflection on our railways, but
I could not help being amused at seeing a
picture of two ““diggers” who were over in
Egypt, wlere they saw a train creeping
One of them said to the
other, ‘“ That reminds me of the railways of
Queensland.” e said, further, “Do you
know that the Quecensland railways are men-
tioned in the Bible?”’ The other ¢ digger’’
#aid, ““ Bunkum! What are you giving us?”’
And his friend replied, ‘“ Look up your Bible,
and read that part where it says ‘In the
beginning the Lord created all creeping
things,” ” (Laughter.) I do not wish to refer
to our railways as being all creeping things,
but the humour of that ¢ digger’ showed
what his impression of our Queensland rail-
ways was.

There is a long list of Bills enumerated,
which would take a whole Parliament to get
through. I do not think it was the intention
of the Government, when they framed the
Speech, that we should get through them
all, but I will give the Government credit
for having foreshadowed some good measures,
The first on the list is a Fair Prices Bill,
in regard to which I am sure they will have
the hearty co-operation of every member on
this side; but we cannot say anything about
the Bill till it comes before us. Then we
are to _have a Legislative Council Abolition
Bill. We hear a good deal about the aboli-
tion of the Council, but I do not think it
was ever the intention of the present Govern-
ment to abolish the Upper House. If they

My, Petrie.]
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are consistent, why do they fill up vacancies
as they occur? In time they will have all
their own men in the Council, and have it
all their own way. The result of the refer-
endum that was taken on the question should
be sufficient intimation to the Government
that the people of Queensland want to have
the Upper House as a protection. I have
not always agreed with the system of mem-
bers being nominated for life, and think
that appointments might be made for a term
of years only, or that members might be
elected, not on the same electoral franchise
as the Lower House, but, perhaps, on a
property qualification,

There is one good Bill promised, and that
is the Main Roads Bill, which I am very
glad to see in the programme. Our main
roads are not a credit to us; and, when we
open up our country lands for settlement,
we should also provide good main roads. I
hope that the Bill which the Assistant Min-
ister for Justice will bring in will be the
means of providing the good roads in Queens-
land which we so much need. Then there
is to be an Elections Act Amendment Bill.
There has hardly been a Government which
has not brought in an Elections Bill. The
Government had it all their own way in
regard to the last Bill which they introduced,
and I do not think hon. members opposite
moved an amendment. We fought it and
tried to include some good amendments in
it, but we failed, as we were in a minority.
They are now going to introduce what I
would call the ‘“baby vote.”

Mr. CorriNs : You did not call them babies
when you sent them to the war.

Mr. PETRIE: I am prepared to give all
the soldiers a vote and to do what I can for
them. I see that nothing is said about the
redistribution of seats. We know the unfair-
ness which exists, as there are some elec-
torates which have not got one-sixth of the
population which others have, and it is time
something was done in that direction. Then
there is to be a Fair Rents Bill. I do not
know what shape that Bill will take, but I
shall probably have something to say on the
Bill when it comes before us. We have
several resurrections in the list of Bills.
There is the Liquor Act Amendment Bill,
and we are anxiously waiting to see in what
direction that Bill will go. I do not think
we shall see much of it this session; it will
be sidetracked in some way or other. Alto-
gether, there is a big bill of fare of thirty-
six measures, some of which we have had
before.

Before I conclude, I wish to say that we
on this side are prepared to assist the Govern-
ment in any legislation for the benefit of the
people. But 1t appears to me that the
Government have shown their weakness in
every direction. They said that they were
going to govern, but they have been governed
by outsiders. They should have come out
into the open during the industrial strife
we have had and the time of drought, and
boldly declared that they were going to take
a stand, and not allow the extremists to
interfere with them. They would then have
had the support of every member on this
side of the House.

My time is nearly up, and I do not desire
to ask for an extension. I hope the Govern-
ment will wake up to the situation and cast
aside the extremists—that they will stand to
their guns and try and get the country out

[M7r. Petrie,,
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of the mire we are in. It will be a difficult,
matter, and whoever follows them will have

a very hard task to straighten out things.

I hope that the few words that I have

spoken will have due effect on Ministers

opposite, and that they will pay a good deal

of heed to what I have said.

Mr. OSULLIVAN (Hennedy): Before
proceeding to discuss the Speech I must
take the opportunity of congratulating the
hon. member for Wide Bay on his remarks
in moving the adoption of the Address in
Reply, and of saying that I agree with him
when he said that the great hope he had of
peace amongst the nations had been pretity
well shattered owing to the way in which
the Peace Conference had acted. We all,
and 1 in particular, am delighted at the
fact that the war is over. Many of us
hoped that the Leaguc of Natlons would
be something towards the stoppage of future
war, but, unfortunately, that hope has not
been realised. Still, notwithstanding the
constitution of the present League, I believe
that in the near future the democracies in
the countries of the world will be so strong
that they will be able to direct the policy
of that League towards permanent peace.

HoxotvrasLe MEuBERS : Hear, hear!
Myr. Kmrwan: That is the only hope.

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: That is the only hope
we have, and not until then shall we have
a League of Nations which will make for
peuce. Unfortunately to-day we find that
it is more a Leaguc of those who were
victorious—and I am heartily pleased that
our side was victorious—a League to keep
those who were victorious dominant right
throughout the next century. The war has
caused the expenditure of a tremendcus
amount of money, terrible suffering, and loss.
ot life. The money expenditure that has been
entailed amounts to about £40,000,000.
From that very fact alone, we may
expect the enslavement of the workers and
producers of the world for some considerabloe
time—probably for something like two or
three generations, that is, if the democracies
do not wake up to the fact that they must
not always be the Gradgrind to pay the
interest on the money expended, as we are
told, for liberty. There are evidences right
throughout the world of unrest. Unrest is
not confined to our Australian shores, and
to my mind a lot of it has been caused by
the great profiteering that has been going
on during the war. Many millions of men
were taken away from industry. Still pro-
duction went on, and men who prated of
their patriotisni were fattening and batten-
ing on the worker and those who remained
to keep industry going. Millions of money
have been made by these profiteers right
throughout the world, and now they wake
up and find that the world is in a turmoil.
I am sure that anyvor» wh~ ecan read the
signs of the tines must know that we shall
have unrest right threughout the world for
many years to come, thanks to the colossal
amount of money that the war has cost the
nations of the world, and the fact that the
workers themselves now find that they will
have to foot the bill.

Mr. KirwaN: They have to foot the bill

in every war.

Mr. O’SULLIVAN: Not only do they
foot the bill, but they also shed their
blood, and when they come back very little

5
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is made of them, There is a lot of flag-
waving and cheering: but, when it comes
to giving them a pension, they cannot get
sufficient to maintain them in proper and
necessary comfort. That, I say, is a shame
and a disgrace to any country, and I hold
that these men should get sufficient to keep
them. There should not be so great an
amount of money voted for generals and
other officers when the rank and file are
left with a bare subsistence. (Hear, hear!)
In' Britain they are voting hundreds of
thousands of pounds to generals and others
whilst the poor privates who bore the brunt
of the war have scarcely suflicient to keep
them.
Mr. Kmwax: Including V.C. winners.

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: We have heard a lot
from the Opposition benches, and we have
even read in the Press that we need more
production. I believe we do, but at the
same time we want a more equitable dis-
tribution of the wealth of the countrr. There
is great wealth in the country, there is no
dearth of wealth production, but there is
an unfair distribution of it, and it is going
on more to-day than even in pre-war days.
It is time that some Government—and I
am in hopes that this Government will
tackle the question this session—took some
action, because unrest is cverywhere, and,
in my opinion, and in the opinion of many
others, 90 per cent, of the cause is the
high cost of living. W have to-day men
who believed in arbitration and thought
that it was going to right the wrongs of the
worker. Whilst believing in arbitration, I
never did belicve that it was going to right
the wrongs of the worker. I believe that
it is what you might term a jumping-off
place, or, more correctly, a stage in the
transition to that end.

Hon. W. H. BARNES:
direct action?

Mr. O’'SULLIVAN: I do not, except as
a last resource. As a working man I know
that direct action as a last resource must
never be taken from the worker. As the
hon. member for Flinders said earlier this
evening, to give a man just a bare living
wage is not sufficient. A man has a right
to the full results of his toil—(Hear, hear Ij}—
and fixing his wage by arbitration does not
give him that. I want to show where the
wealth is going, and where it is necessary
for this Government or any other Labour
Government to go in order to get from the
usurer the amount he has extorted from the
producer and the worker. We are told that
men are going slow, but I repeat that we
want a more equitable distribution of wealth
not only in Quecensland, but also in the rest
of Australia and other parts of the —voril
I find from ¢ Knibbs > that the production
of wealth in  Queensland : in 1916 was
£25,000,0600 in the secondary industries alone,
that is, in the working up of agriculture
and other producis, not necessarily to the

finished product, for instance not
{7.30 p.m.] so far as to the making of boots,

but just bringing the hide up to
ihe stage of leather and no further. Tha
sum of £25000,000 was invested, made up
of raw material £16,000,000, fuel and lighs
£310,000, salaries and wages, £4,181,000,
and the interest and profits amosunted to
£4,921,000. The interest and profits ex-
ceeded the wages paid to the workers and
salaried managars.

Mr. Corrins: Scandalous.

Do you believe in
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Mr. O’SULLIVAN: Scandalous? It is
awful. The percentage of profits was 19.37
and of wages 16.26. That is in Queensland.
The wages cost of every £100 produced was
only £16.26, and the profits were £19.37. If
a man invests £10,000 under this system, he
gets a profit of 19 per cent. If he invests
£10,000 at 10 per cent. he gets £1,000 for
the loan of that money, and his £1,000 would
be equal to the work and energy of five
men working and only getting £200 per year
for their labour. Is that a fair proportion?

Mr. Pay~E: No.

Mr. O’SULLIVAN: Is it a fair system
that that amount of money could compmand
services equal to the wages and returns of
five working men? No wonder there is
unrest; no wonder that the workers to-day
are intending to use their political power in
the future to get economic freedom and
economic justice as a corollary of political
power, The classes in the past legislated for
their own class interests, and fortified them-
selves in the laws that practically rule to-
day, despite the fact that Labour has been
in office for a short time. The workers now
are going to initiate legislation in their
special interests, and for the well-being of
the masses of the country, and not of the
few, as has been done in the past. Again,
taking the amount of £25,000,000, we will
allow @ certain percentage on the invest-
ment during the process of manufacture, on
lands and buildings, on machinery and raw
material, totalling £23,650,000. If a man,
for instance, has borrowed money at 7 per
cent, to lay down a plant and to pay
wages and to carry on production until the
article is finished, he would then clear a
profit almost equal to the amount of wages
of the men. For instance, it would amount
to £1,655,000 by allowing 7 per cent. while
the article is being produced, and, allowing
10 per cent. profit, there would be a profit of
£2,500,000. I may say that I believe that e
tax on excess profits should be passed by
this Parliament, and the State should take
every farthing over 10 per_cent. of the
profits made by an industry. In my opinion,
10 per cent. is too high, but I would say
that everything over 10 per cent. should be
confiscated by the Government. By this
means, you will be able to_ fix the prices of
articles.” It is no use saying that we will
bring in an excess tax on profits of 50 per
cent., because these men will keen 50 per
cent. of the profit and are willing to share
with the State the remaining 50 per cent.

Mr. VowLEs: Would you average it up?

Mr. O’SULLIVAN: I would make it for
three years and no more, and I would take
every penny over 10 per cent. By that
means, you will be able practically to fix
prices, because there will be_no ingentive to
the profiteer to extort by high prices large
profits—they will be no use to him. T can
@0 on and give vou more startling things
than that. The interest and profits, as I
have already stated, amount to £4,921,000;
deducting the two amounts of £1,655,000 and
£2,500,000—a total of $£4,135.000—it would
leave an cxcess profit of £886,000. I will
now pass on to boots, and, by the way, I
wish to remark that we were informed a
short time ago that bLoots are going to be
increased by something like 50 per cent.

Mr. Kiewaxn: They are going up 10s. per
pair. )

Mr, O'SULLIVAN: There is no necessity
for this. A sum of £194,000 was invested

Mr. O'Sullivan.]
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in the boot industry in Queensland in 1916
and the wages and salaries totalled £120,000.
The added value was £173,000, which means
again that labour shows a less cost of pro-
duction than the amount of the profits.
Again, allowing them 7 per cent. interest on
their investment while the process of manu-
facture is going on, and allowing them 10
per cent. profit on that, you would have a
profit of £136,000 or, in other words, an
average profit of over 36 per cent. That is
what the profit is on hoot manufacturing in
Queensland. These a:e the profits in the
wholesale branch of the business; I am not
referring to those profits made by the re-
tailers, It is no wonder that the workers
are getting restless when they find that the
prices of articles are going up like this, and
while the profiteers are crying out, and also
their henchmen in the Press. that we want
more production—that we want more wealth
produced—the  equitable distribution of
wealth.is the problem of the day. Apply-
ing my idea of excess profits, you would
clear on that item something like £37,000
by taking everything over 10 per cent.
profit. We are also told by those opposed to
us and opposed to the workers generally that
high wages is one of the greatest reasons of
the high cost of articles. I say here and
now_that it is not so. I have made a study
of this year after year, and I find thas, if
the wages go up, the profits go up in a
grealer ratio. * Knibbs’ says that in 1916 the
wages in certain industries increased by 6
per cont., but the profits increased by barely
T per cent. Now we come to clothing (tailor-
ing and slop) factories. We find a greater
amount of profit is being made by thesc
exploiters—as I call them--and it Dbehoves
the Government to come in with a stiff tax
and take from them those ill-gotten gains.
They are ill-gotten, when these people extort
from the workers such a high price. There
is a total investment of £1,039,000—wages,
raw material, plant, machinery, and build-
ings. I have allowed 7 per cent. for interest
on plant and machinerv, and for deprecia-
tion of machinery. Still they made a profit
of 35 per cent. over and above the 10 per
cent., equal to £425,000. A 10 per cent.
profit would mean £139,000. The excess
profit over 10 per cent. would be £287,000.
The wages amount to £229,000. Now, take
dressmaking and millinery. That shows a
greater profit. THere is where they are
sweating the workers, and where men are
amassing big fortunes, particularly in this
city, by taking from the consumers extor-
tionate prices for their goods. They have
invested £202.000, and out of that they paid
in wages £57,000, and made a profit of
£107,000—85 per cent. profit on that item.
An excess profits tax would realise £87,000.
Now, I come to bacon-curing.

Hon. W. H. Birnes: Deal with the State
meatshops.

Mr. O’SULLIVAN: The profit on the
State meatshops  goes into cousolidated
revenue. There is no profiteering there. 1

will give an instance that came under my
notice in going through production, showing
the difference between private production
for profit and State ownership. Take our
railway shops, not only in Queensland, but
in New South Wales, South Australia, and
the other States. The wages bill in some
instances almost equals, and sometimes ex-
ceeds, the added value during the process
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of manufacture., Take bacon-curing. Queens-
land is the greatest bacon producer of any
State in the Commonwealth. The total
amount invested was £675,000, including
wages, machinery, raw materials, and fuel
They made a profit of £8223,000, equal to 49
per cent.

Mr. VowLes: Foggitt, Jones, and Co.

My, O’SULLIVAN: I do not care who it
is. Those are the figures. 1 do not supposo
Foggitt, Jones, and Co. are the only people
who are engaged in that industry.

Mr. Vowres: Why do you not go and talk

to Mr. Jones and make him reduce his
profits ?
My, O’SULLIVAN: The manufacturers

pay the small amount of £48,000 in wages.

My, Vowres: Mr. Jones is a good Labour
man.

Mr. O’'SULLIVAN: They got £223,000,
representing £108,000 more than the 10 per
cent, profit would be. In those five items
alone an excess profits tax over 10 per cent.
would realise £1,450,000. I heard the hon.
gentleman who has just resumed his seat
stating that there has been too great taxation
in Qucensland. Only the other day the
chairman of directors of the Queensland
National Bank was exhorting people to go
in for more production. After himself declar-
ing a 10 per cent. dividend and taking to
reserve a considerable amount of money, he
states—

“The higher values obtained during
recent years for our products have made
our decreased production less noticeable,
but this falling off will be more in
evidence when trade relations with over-
sca and enemy countries have been re-

sumed, and we again Impress on the
community the necessity for renewed
industry, the  practice of rigid
cconomy——"

Just fancy urging economy after the way
in which the secondary industries have made
such great profits |-

“as very heavy taxation must be our
lot for many years to come.”

Mr, KirwanN: Nothing like the taxation
they put on the workers.

Mr. O’SULLIVAN: The taxation should
go on those shoulders that can best bear it.
An excess profits tax would be an equitable

one to impose on the exploiters. By that
means we could raise something like
£2.000,000 in Queensland alone, and we
would not be retarding industry. This

quotation proceeds—

It sincerely is to be hoped that those
engaged in the secondary industries
cspecially will give attention to the words
quoted, for, after all, the success of the
secondary industries is very largely
dependent upon the progress and buying
power as well as the productive power
of those engaged in the primary indus-
tries.”

I have shown to this House and to the coun-
try that those secondary industries are being
run, not in the interests of the producer or
of the consumer, but solely in the interests
of those who have the money invested in
them. TUntil we go into production for use
instead of production for profit, exploitation
will continue and unrest will exist. Pro-
fiteering will work its own sweet will unless
it is checked by wise legislation. Referring
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again to arbitration, I believe that the
employers should be treated in the same wax
as the employees—that the manager should
have his wages fixed the same as any other
cmployee. I have in mind a man who has
control of a big industry in this city, who is
paying his manager £1200 a vear. That
employer should be placed on the same
footing as a worker. Let him have his wages
fixed by the court, and let any profits over
10 per cent. be confiscated by the State. Then
you would not have an incentive for high
prices. To my mind, it would automatically
fix the prices of articles.

If & man has £100,000 invested in his
business, and he clears something like £20,000
profit, under the old system, when making out
his income tax returns, he claimed that
profit as from personal exertion, and thereby
paid a lesser tax on his income. That should
not be allowed, .as_the profit is made by the
amount of capital he has invested in his
business, and not by personal exertion, and
therefore his income should be subject to the
higher tax. am very pleased that the
Government have done all they possibly
could to get the ships to run to North Queens-
land, in order to relieve the position there,
We have in the North a very sad state of
affairs, owing to the shipping strike. The
people in North Queensland are practically
reduced to the same state of destitution, so
far as the necessaries of life are concerned,
as that to which the people of Germany were
reduced owing to the British blockade. The
present state of affairs in North Queensland
has been caused by the stupidity and arro-
gance of the Federal Government, and the
Director of Shipping, Admiral Clarkson,
through their domineering attitude towards
the men who go down to the sea in ships
to make a living. The hon. member for
Mirani, when speaking the other night,
stated that this Government had not done
their duty in this matter. That is a mis-
leading statement, because az early as 2lst
May, when the shipping strike was in its
infancy, and when anything like a sympa-
thetic attitude towards the men might have
brought about a settlement of a strike, the
Acting Premier, on behalf of the Queensland
Government, sent the following telegram to
the Acting Prime Minister of the Common-
wealth : —

“ Acting Prime Minister,

“ Melbourne.

“ Would vou kindly take necessary
action to have Howard Smith’s steamer
‘Burwah’ or A.U.8.N. Company’s steamer
‘Mallina’ placed under charter to Queens-
land Government, in order to meet grave
situation in North Quecensland through
dearth of foodstuffs. As matter is very
serious, and admits of no delay, kindiy
favour me with immediate reply.

“(Sgd.) THEODORE,
* Acting Premier.”’

It took the Acting Prime Minister five days
to reply to that telegram, and, as no reply
had been received on 26th May, the Acting
Premier sent the following wire:—
‘ Acting Prime Minister,
¢ Melbourne.

“ When may I expect reply to my wire
of 21st instant, asking for permission to
charter ¢ Mallina’ or ‘ Burwah.,” Matter
very urgent.

“(Sgd.) THEODORE,
¢ Acting Premier.”

[19 Avgust.]
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On 26th May, after two urgent wires, Mr.
Watt woke up, and he replied in this strain—

“ Acting Premier,

¢‘ Brisbane.

“ Your telegram 21st. Only conditions
under which ‘Burwah,” ‘Mallina’ could be-
released would be that current wages and
conditions should be adhered to. If sea-
men. consented man the steamers on
these terms Commonwealth Government
could make full use them without inter-
vention your Government.

“ (Sgd.) Warr.”

What right had Mr. Watt to lay down any
conditions to this Government as to how these
boats should be manned? He had no right
at all. The Queensland Government wanted
those boats; they were willing to pay the
wages that the men demanded, grant the
whole of the conditions asked for, and take
the whole responsibiliby, in order that the
people in the North should get food. And
vet Mr. Watt had the impertinence and
audacity to lay down conditions to this Go-
vernment. This action on the part of the
Federal Government further embittered the
men engaged in the struggle, and North
Queensland -was left without food. I am
sure that Mr. Watt does not care one straw
about the conditions prevailing in the North.
So long as he finds his own southern portion
of Australia is served, what cares he for
anyone north of Mackay? TFor the few
people up there he has no concern, other-
wise he would have done what was asked
by the Queensland Government. He had
no right to lay down any conditions. Tt was
for the Queensland Government to give the
men what the Queensland Government
thought was a fair thing in view of the
serious position in the North. Had the
Commonwealth Government accepted the
offer of the Queensland Government, we
would have had food ships running to North
Queensland at the latter end of May, and
there would have been no food shortage in
that part of the State. As conditions are
at present, it behoves those in authority,
and those representing the people, to do
their best, and to pass legislation thiat will
be to the advantage and happiness of the
people. Here is an instance of profiteering
that has been going on, and which will con-
tinue to go on regardless of whom it may
hurt, or whom it may oppress, unless legis-
lation is passed to prevent it. Many of those
who offered their services to the country
during the late war have sacrificed their
limbs and faculties, and to-day many of
them arc practically wrecks; nevertheless the
profiteer goes on fattening and battening, and
cares not whom he may hurt, 1 will now
quote from the Melbourne ‘“Age” of Tth
August, to show what the profiteer is doing;
and not only is he doing this in Victoria,
but he will do it in Queensland too if he
gets the opportunity. There_is
going to be a _considerable
amount of building in Melbourne
in the near future, which will necessitate
the use of a lot of bricks, and this is how
the profiteor is going to meet the position
in Melbourne. I will read the whole article,
because it is worth reading—
¢ (One would have thought that the pro-
fitcer, no matter how soulless his attitude
towards the general public, would have
had some consideration for the men who
shed their blood for them in the great
war. But the greed of the profiteer is

Mr. O’Sullivan.)
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insatiable, gratitude is unknown to him;
he is no respecter of persons. He is try-
ing his hardest now to exploit the soldier
in the war service homes scheme. When
the act was passed it was recognised that
the Repatriation Department would be
up against the brick and timber com-
bines, and negotiations were entered into
to arrange a working basis, so that exist-
ing machinery could be used. The nego-
tiations have been made, and are still
being made, in some cases, but the brick
and timber profiteers have no conscience,
and they stand unyielding. The price of
bricks in Victoria to-day is about £2 8s.
In New South Wales it is £2 13s.; yet
the State brickworks in that State turn
out bricks at about £2 2s. a 1,000, make
a bandsome profit, and pay their men
a 15 per cent. bonus. The actual cost
of bricks at the State works is about
£1 13s. Negotiations under the war
service homes scheme have revealed the
fact that the brick profiteers want to
make, roughly, £1 a 1,000 out of the
Housing Commission, The latter ex-
pect to use 750,000,000 bricks, so that,
unless some other source of supply is
found, £750,000 will go into the pockets
of the exploiters. In the matter of timber
the situation is no better. The saw-
millers have conceded something to the
Housing Commission, but the dressed
timber merchants are out to exploit the
soldiers as much as the brickmakers.
They have offered a slight reduction, but
no more than they give to the contrac-
tor who pays monthly for his materials.
The Housing Commission is faced with
two alternatives. Either it must pay the
exorbitant prices demanded by the
vampires, who are out to exploit the
soldier, or it must establish its own
brickworks and timber mills, The Com-
mission Is already planning the erection
©of a modern brickworks and an up-to-
date timber plant. It must be palpable
to the profiteers that nearly all the
bullgllng activity in the future will be
soldiers’ homes, and the opinion is
generally expressed that when all the
soldiers have been provided with homes
the scheme will be extended to the
civilian population. It would take some
months to establish brickworks, but this
is sure to be done if the building pro-
fiteers do not see reason. It is one of the
most scandalous things in the history of
Australia that the profiteers who stayed
at home and let others go out and fight
should seek to line their pockets at the
expense of the latter. No community
would tolerate such a state of affairs.”

No, it should not. Just fancy, £750,000
going into the hands of the profiteers! Yet
these are the men who talk about doing
justice to the returned men. They tell us
that we_should make every sacrifice for the
returned soldier, while at the samec time
they want to make £750,000 out of the
soldiers themselves, That is an instance of
what the profiteer would do in the State of
Victoria, Thank God we have a Government
in this State who are not going to allow the
profiteer to oxploit the soldier !

Mr. Corser: What are you quoting from?
B My, O’SULLIVAN: From the Melbourne
Age,” a paper that supports your party.

Mr. Corser: You are quoting from a
Jetter.

[Mr. OSullivan,
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Mr. Kirwan: Noj; it is an article. You

can sec it yourself in the library. You can
also see what the Farmers’ Union say about
profiteering.

Mr. O’SULLIVAN: We see now how the
profiteers want to treat the returned soldier.
We remember how they cheered the soldiers
on to go to war, and yet, when these men
come back, the profiteers want to exploit
them and make them pay high prices. These
are the men who are up in arms against
taxation when money is asked for to give
the soldiers a pension. They want the
soldiers to be treated like their forefathers
were treated in the old country after they
came home after a war when they were
asked to subsist on 6d. per day. I have seen
them myself subsisting on that amount, and
the most they got was 2s. 6d. per day, and a
man would have to be a colour-sergeant
before he was entitled to that pension, The
soldiers are out for a fair pension, and I
am with them every time. It is the Federal
Government which should give the soldiers
a pension, and not leave it to the State
Governments to dole out small sums. The
State Government should not be expected
to pay a pension to the soldiers.

Mr. Comrser: The soldiers do not expect
it.

Mr. O’SULLIVAN: The State Govern-
ment are doing more than the Commonwealth
Government, or any other State Government,
to settle soldiers on the land.

Mr. Corser: The New South Wales
Government gives financial assistance.

Mr. KirwaN: The New South Wales
Government put the soldiers on the land
and leave them there.

Mr. Corsgr: You settle them on your own
land—on a perpetual lease.

My, O’SULLIVAN: I am pleased to notice
that the Government propose to bring in a
Fair Rents Bill.

GOvERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: The workers of
Queensland have been expecting this Bill
for some time, and I hope we will get it
through the Upper House this session. Rents
have gone up all over Queensland, and in
Brisbane particularly. In some instances
rents have gone up from 60 to 100 per cent.,
and extortionate rents are demanded from
tenants. The previous speaker said that he
did not know how we were going to adjust
rents, but you can adjust the rent of a
house better than the price of any article.
You know what it costs to build a house,
and you can easily find the cost of upkeep,
so that it would not be a hard thing to fix
a fair rent. I am glad to notice that the
Government intend to bring in a BIill to
amend the Workers’” Dwellings Act. Hver
since I have becn in Parliament I have
advocated that the Government should intro-
duce a Workers’ Dwellings Bill for the
benefit of the men who have no land at all
and the man who cannot afford to buy an
allotment. It is the man who is unable to
comply with the present Act in this respect
that we should give assistance to. At the
present time, a man has to have a bit of
land and be able to put up a sum of money
before the Act can be put into operation.
This Bill will be of some advantage to the
workers, and will do something towards
keeping down the high rents and the high
cost of living. That is to-day the greatest
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problem that we have; but, if we take our
courage in both bands and get from the
explotter that which he extorts from the
worker, we shall be able not only to meet
our obligations, but to make the position of
the worker much happier than it has been
in the past. That, I hope, will be the result
-of the legislation which we pass. I am
sure that whatever we do is not going to
bring about a heaven on earth—that will
take a considerable time-—but the Govern-
ment are going to do all they can to better
the conditions of the workers, and make life
much happier for the present and future
generations of Queensland than it has been
in the past.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

My, CARTER (Port Curtis): In rising to
support the motion for the adoption of the
Address in Reply, I would like to express
my appreciation of the excellent programme
put, through the Speech, before the House.
‘There is a number of most useful measures
outlined, and I am hopeful that too much
time will not be wasted in discussion, so that
the whole of the programme may go through.
I have been very interested in listening to
many of the informative speeches made dur-
ing the debate, and I have been somewhat
amused at the confusion which seems to
reign amongst hon, members opposite. So
many statements have been made of such a
-contradictory character that one wonders
what they are driving at. The hon. mem-
ber for Keppel not inappropriately likened
them to a jazz band. * There is not only
lack of harmony in their speeches, but en-
tire discord. We find one hon. member
-getting up and making one statement, and
another making a _statement directly con-
trary to it. One will say he is in favour of
arbitration, and another will tear it to

‘plieces.
Mr. Corsgr: No.
Mr. CARTER: Another says that they

hold their meetings in secret, and another
says they are held openly. The hon. mem-
ber for Oxley deplored the fact that the
practice of having the Address in Reply was
still maintained, yet, after deploring, he
went on to, what he would call, ‘waste time.
I contend that, if anyone regards a thing
as wrong, he is morally a very weak man
when, like the sheep following a bell-wether,
‘he continues to do it. (Government laughter.)
But that is exactly what he did. He wasted
an hour of the time of this Chamber, which,
from his own point of view, is a very im-
proper thing to do. He is like the man who
says, ‘‘Bill Thompson broke into the bank,
and I am going to break into the bank.”
“Dick Johnson got drunk, and I em going
to get drunk.” (Laughter.) That is the sort
of ‘attitude the hon. member took up. I
expect to see more dignity in the members
of this Chamber. I regard this as a very
useful method of exposing any grievance
we have, or of expressing our opinion on the
various proposals that are outlined for the
consideration of members, and, therefore,
I take my opportunity of speaking. But it
surprised me to hear the hon. member for
Oxley, of whom I had formed a very high
opinion, telling us that he was going to
follow the lead because someone else did.
If he does something because somebody else
does it although he 1s not in sympathy with
it, he is in this Chamber wearing the wolf-
skin of the capitalist, and addressing the
House as though he was dressed in lamb’s
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clothing. (Government laughter.) He told
us, in replying to an interjection from the
Acting Premier, that the whole of their
caucus was held just as much in secret as
our caucuses. Our caucus is entirely secret.
I could not understand any party meeting
that was not held in secret. It is not a
public meeting, but a meeting to discuss the
business of the party, and I quite believe
the hon, member for Oxley was speaking the
truth when he said that their party meetings
were held in secret; but I was surprised,
on reading the “ Courier” this morning, to
find the hon. member for Toowong saying
that this was utterly untrue— )
“The Acting Premier (to Mr. Elphin-
stone) : How are your caucuses held?
“ Mr. FELpHINSTONE: In exactly the
same way as yours.”

The hon. member for Toowong, in his speech
last night, said--

“The Government of the State was
conducted in private—not in the halls of
Parliament, but at the Trades Hall, and
“in secret caucus. The proceedings of the
National party, on the other hand, were
open as the «day. There was nothing
they need be ashamed of, and nothing
they wished to conceal, and he hoped
that would always be the policy of the
party.”’

To-day I listened to the hon. member for
Flinders reading some confidential document.

Mr. Corsgr: Do you know they are over
two years old—written before the last elec-
tion?

Mr. CARTER: When a man is dealing
with & confidential document we naturally
suppose that the speeches made where that
document is drafted are something of the
same character, and not intended for the
public; and therefore, when the hon. mem-
ber for Oxley tells us that his caucus 1s held
in secret, I believe him. But, when the hon.
member for Toowong gets up before the
public and makes the statement that the
party meetings are held in the open, and
that there are no caucuses or secret meetings,
then I want to say that one of the hon. mem-
bers is not telling the truth, and I do not
think it is the hon. member for Oxley on
this  occasion. (Government  laughter.)
When two hon. members make statements so
contradictory to each other, one of them
cannot be true. The hon. member for Oxley
on various occasions has gone out of his way
to attack the Bolsheviks, and, no doubt, to
attack socialism. I do not know what
Bolshevism is, unless it is something on the
lines of syndicalism. I endeavoured during
the time the cry of syndicalism was raised
to try and get at the bofttom of it There
is something very plausible in it, and I am
quite satisfied that many of @he_able men
who became exponents of syndicalism would
not have taken up. with it if there had not
been something in it. The other evening
the hon. member for Oxley went out of his
wav to tell us that he believed in a system
of the different hodies of workers taking
over industries. If I have read anything
of syndicalism, that is syndicalism pure and
simple—that each bodv of workers must take
over that particular industry. I have tried
to reason out what use it would be to the
community for each particular section tao
take over an industry. I am. satisfied that
those engaged in the industry would try to
make the most of it, and we should have each
industry trying to take advantage of the

Mr. Carter.]



250 Address in Reply.

others. Yet we find the hon. member for
Oxley telling us that he believes that the
unions should conduct and own the indus-
trics. While I say that on some occasions I
believe the hon. member, there are occca-
sions on which I would require a very large
grain of salt to get down what he says.

Mr, ErpminstoxE: It does not concern me
what you think.

Mr. CARTER: I know it does not. It
does not concern me what the hon. member
thinks, and I am sure very few hon. mem-
bers in the House are concerned with what
the hon. member thinks. The hon. member
has a nice voice and speaks in a nice way,
but when you analyse the stuff he has said,
it is so contradictory that one does not know
where he stands. Some hon. members on the
other side begin to think that he should
come to this side.

Mr. ELpHINSTONE : Not while you are there.

Mr. CARTER: But judging him by his
statements, we do not want him on this
side. One hon. member opposite will get
up and tell us that there is no such thing
as profiteering and, generally speaking, try
to get the people to believe that there was no
such thing. On the other hand, the hon.
member for Oxley says that there is.

Mr, CorsER: Who said there was not?

Mr. CARTER: The hon.
Burnett said there was not. He said there
was no such thing—that it was purely
mythical. The hon, member said—

“The ‘ remorseless profiteer ’ is to be
made the scapegoat of this Government.
For the most part, the profiteer in
Queensland is merely a myth, and a
political myth at that. It is brought
about merely to bring a few electors on
to the right track.”

Mr. CorsER: ‘‘ For the most part.”

Mr. CARTER: A purely mythical pro-
fiteer ! Other hon. members, by inference,
have tried to lead the House to believe that
there is no such thing as a profiteer. We
know that their great god, ¢ Billy”’ Hughes,
says he is going to attack the profiteer, and
is also going to attack the Bolshevik when
he returns to Australia.

Mr. Corser: Well, he will have you.

Mr, CARTER : He has had the whole of
Australia pretty badly. (Government laugh-
ter.) He says he is going to attack the pro-
fiteer on the one hand and the Bolshevik on
the other. The Bolshevik is attacking the
profiteer. Hughes represents to-day the
capitalistic section. It is true that he has
been almost everything that has a name as
a political party. So have hon. members
on the other side, They have had a dozen
different names. The leopard cannot change
his spots, but they can change their names—
(Government laughter)—but we know them
despite their names. It is like painting a
sparrow’s feathers to make it a canary. (Go-
vernment laughter.) They can call them-
selves what they like—they are the capitalistic
party. It was only necessary to listen to the
speech of the hon. member for Flinders
to-day to realise the attitude they are taking
up. We know of the document, ‘ Dear
Macartney,” of a few years ago. We know
of the scheme of the profiteers, the insurance
companies, who were going to find so much
money for the party opposite to fight their
battle, I know that in my district subscrip-
tions came, not from the workers’ unions,
but from very wealthy men, to conduct
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campaigns against myself and others. I have
here a little document indicating their
methods of getting a large sum of money
for the coming Federal and State elections.
These people belong to the capitalistic partv;
and, if anvbody 1s a profiteer, it is the
capitalist; and yet we find an hon. member
like the hon. member for Oxley, who was
put into the House by the money of the
capitalistic section, saying that there is pro-
fiteering. And if I know anything about
the profiteers, they do not give a £1 unless
they get £1 5s. or £1 10s. back. If they
hire wage-slaves—they do not care whether
they are in the trenches, or in the tunnels,
or on the other side of this House—they
want full value from them. They may give
them good clothes; they will give them food
to eat, and wine to drink; but still they are
slaves to their party, and they have to come
to heel when the whip is put upon them.
They represent the capitalist section, pure
and simple, and when they come and teﬁ us
that they believe that the capitalistic system
is something dammnable, how are we to be-
lie.w(*ie them? The hon, member for Oxley
said—
“T am one of those who believe, and
I have never ceased to state it, that the
profiteering which is going on is most
damnable.”
Mr. ErpHINSTONE: Hear, hear! and other
things are dammnable in this House, too.
(Opposition laughter.)

Mr. CARTER:

¢ There are numerous instances of pro-
fiteering in our midst, and, when the Bill
comes forward dealing with the question,
I shall do all I can to assist the Govern-
ment to frame a measure which will be-
reasonable and applicable to the present
position.”
The last few words are the important ones.
The hon. member will say that the Bill is.
not reasonable and applicable. No matter
if the Bill were perfection in itself it would
never be ‘reasonable and applicable” in
the views of a man who represents the
capitalistic secticn in this Chamber. He mayv
make what speeches he likes to the electors
at Oxley and tell them how damuable pro-
fiteering is. He may tell them that and a
number of other things; but, when the whip
is cracked, he will come to hcel, and, if he
does not, somebody else will represent Oxley
in his place.

Another question I wish to discuss is how
the Nationalist section treat the poor farmer
they pretend to befriend. We have from
time to time hecard a great deal about the
butter question. It became necessary when
this party came into power to take over the
butter because of the boodling—profiteering
—that was going on. The hon. member for-
Drayton has gone so far as to say that the
late leader of his party—whom at one time
he worshipped—that Mr. Denham—and ho
said it with a sneer on his lip—was no
farmer; he lived on the farmer—that was
practically what he inferred. And since the
Government found it necessary to take over
the butter and handle it as they did, thew
did exceedingly well.

Mr. Corser: The Commonwealth did.

Mr. CARTER: It is quite interesting to
hear a member of the Nationalist party
trying to claim all the advantages this
Government has given to the farmer for the.
Nationalist party. The hon. member knows
that he has indulged in numerous tirades
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against the Secrctary for Agriculture for
doing this useful work for the farmer. There
is no man, as Minister, who has taken a
greater interest in the farmer than the hon.
gentleman during the term he has occupied
the position of Secretary for Agriculture.
He has brought in many most useful mea-
sures, and he handled the butter guestion in
a mastelly way as compared with private
enterprise or Federal control of the industry.
I am going to give you the Federal conduct
of the question in a few minutes, so that we
can draw a very vivid contrast between what
has been done by the State for the farmers
and what has since been done by the Com-
monwealth. The hon. member for Drayton
for months and months called across this
Chamber, **You have stolen our butter.”
What can the hon. member for Burnett mean
when he says that the Federal Government
took control, when the hon. member for
Drayton constantly abuses the Secretary for
Agriculture for taking their butter? Under
State control we find that for the portion of
the two years when butter was controlled by
the State the factories were enabled to pay
to the farmers a better price than has been
paid before or since. During 1915-16 the
price paid by the factories was 1s. 23d. per
Ib. for their butter contents.

Mr. Corser: And it cost the Government
2s. 6d. a 1b. to malke butter at Gatton College.

Mr. CARTER: During 1916-17 the Go-
vernment were able to pay the factories
1s. 44d. for the Dutter contents, and
on top of that the Agricultural Department
distributed about £32,000 amongst the fac-
tories, equivalent to another 1id. per Ib.
for the butter fat. What does that mean ?
It means 1s. 6d. per lb. I want to give the
hon. member for Burnett a little informa-
tion, and I have made inquiries as to when
the Federal Government took control of the
butter. We find that in October, 1916, they

started to take it over. They
[8.30 p.m.] issucd their first proclamation on

the 6th January, 1917.
like the hon. member for Burnett to take
notice of that. The price they fixed ,was
158s.—equivalent to 1s. 5d. per lb. manu-
factured. -On 10th September following they
fixed the price at 152s. 4d. per cwt.

Mr. Comsgr: The farmers fixed it.
are on that board.

Mr. CARTER: The farmers had no part
whatever in fixing this.

Mr. CorseEr: They are represented on that

board.
Mr. CARTER: On 17th September, 1917,
the price was fixed again, and on 11th
October, 1917, the price was fixed at 140s.,
on 29th October at 149s., on 23rd May, 1918,
at 154s. It was sold to the Imperial Govern-
ment, through the Commonwealth, at 154s.,
less 35 per cent.,, and the price then ruling
in Great Britain was 225s. per cwt.

Mr. ComrsEr: And secured it to the
farmers.

Mr." CARTER: The price was 228s. I
am going to enlighten the hon. member for
Burnett, who professes to be a farmer, about
its being secured to the farmer.

Myr. Comrser: I have had some of it; it
has been returncd to us.

Mr. CARTER: I know all about it; I
will tell hon. members what they had
returned to them. We find that up to the
28th November, 1918, the price did not ex-
ceed 168s., but on that date it rose to

They
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172s. 8d. f.o.b. Tt did not matter what the
price was in Fingland; that is all they could
get for it, and nothlng has been returned
since. On 22nd February, 1919, the price
fell to 168s. 8d., and on Tth May of this year
it was fixed again at 177s. 4d.

Mr. Jauss: Those are Queensland figures.

Mr. CARTER: They are Australian
figures generally. We find that the price
ruling in London in 1914-15 was 130s.; in
1915-16, 150s. ; in 1916-17 the highest price was
205s., in 1917-18 it ranged from 200s. to 233s.
4d., ‘and in 1918-19 it ranged from 233s. 4d.
to 252s. per ewt. It did go up as high as
286s. In 1917 Danish butter realised 500s.
per cwt. I might say that this was during
an execeptional period, at the time when the
Danish people were taking in exchange
cement and other material for making pill-
boxes to assist the Germans in the war., At
that time the price was fixed in Queensland
at 151s. per cwt,

Mr. CorsER: Do you deny that the farmers
received their excess profits?

Mr. CARTER: I am not denying any-
thing at all. I am making a speech, and,
if the hon, member will cease imitating a
galah parrot, I will quote further figures.

Mr. CorseR: I am glad you call it a
speech.

Mr. CARTER: I want to say that the
Federal Government, in May, 1917, fixed the
price of butter in Queensland at 154s less
3z per cent., and the price in London at
that time was 229s. The cost of conveying
it to London at that time was 25s. per cwt.
And now we come to what the farmers got
returned from that, and this is the sum which
the hon. member for Burnett was speaking
about., That amount of 25s. covered the
cost of shipping and marketing, so that
the price in Awustralia on board ship was
204s. per cwt. net. The price paid to the
farmers was 15ls. net, The result was
that there was a matter of 53s. difference,
and we find later that 19s. per cwt. was
paid out of that 53s. There has been
the greatest profitcering in England. They
could ‘not afford to pay 500s. in 1917 and
something like 300s. for Irish butter and
then sell ours at anything under the same
price. We know that the price of Australian
butter was 229s., if not more—that is, whole-
sale—and we find that all that the farmers
got out of this was 19s., which, added to
151s., makes 170s. At the time when the
Semetmy for Agriculture in Queensland was
handling the butter, he handled it at such
a profit to the farmer that the factorles were
enabled to give to the farmers a price equal
to 1s. 6d. per lb. for the butter-contents of
their cream. During the time that this
Government were handling it the farmers re-
ceived 1s. 6d. per 1b,, whilst 1s. 3d. rand Is.
43d. had been the best prices paid under
Fedelal control. And yet we know that
butter i: something like 300s. per owt, in
Great Pritain. With regard to the 19s.,
the hon. member for Burnett went out of his
way to say that an arrangement was made
by which they were to get so much. The
Chief Prices Commissioner of the Federal
(Government in Melbourne gave me this in-
formation a little over w year ugo—

¢ Advices had been received that there
had been a profit in Great Britain on the
sale of last season’s butter shipments
from Australia, After the contract had
been concluded at 149s. 4d. per cwt.
for supplies sent to (;reat Britain, the

r. Carter.]
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butter producers made ‘a request for a
share of the profits on the sale of butter
in the United Kingdom. This was as-
sented to, and as a result the producers
of Australia would receive a further
dividend on Yhe butter shipped last
season. He had not been advised as to
the amount of the dividend. The Brit-
ish Government did not appreciate the
request for a share in the profits, and
it was not likely that the same condi-
tions would prevail in connection with
the contract for shipments during the
approaching season.” .
There we have direct evidence of the sort
of contract that was made. I will also read
what Sir Thomas McKenzie said in the
“Courier”’ of 8th November, 1917—

“It seemed strange that in the sale
of produce loyalty should furnish a handi-
cap, whilst disloyalty commanded a
premium. he New Zealand dairymen
got 1s. 5d. per lb. for butter, and the
Irish nearly double.”

I am satisfied there was no disloyalty in
Ireland, though it may be all very well
for him to talk about disloyalty. We find
that in Ireland they got 2s. 10d. for their
butter, as against 1s. 4d. in Queensland. And
this is the Nationalist party that hon. mem-
bers on the other side of this Chamber are
in a few weeks going to ask the people to
support. That is the sort of attitude they
take up. I am quite satisfied that the hon.
member for Oxley will be out on the plat-
form, and with a most blatant voice will
ask for the return of the Federal member
of the Nationalist party, and yet he comes
to this House and he tells us he believes that
profiteering is damnable. I want the elec-
tors in Oxley to listen to his speeches when
the time comes.

Mr. ErLpHINSTONE: You come and talk to
them.

Mr. CARTER: I will talk to the electors
when the time comes. I want to say a word
or two about the treatment of Queensland
by the Nationalist Federal Government. The
prices of butter In Australia on 14th May,
1918, were as follow:—Queensland, first
grade 149s. 4d., retail 1s. 6d.; New South
Wales, the same; Victoria and Tasmania,
162s.; South Australia, the same price as
Victoria; West Australia, 168s. This shows
the differentiation between the States at this
time. Victoria was getting 162s., and this
State only got 149s. for its butter, and not
because it was of poorer quality. It was of
the same quality, and yet hon. members on
the other side, professing to be the friends
of the farmers, will go to the country and
tell the farmers that they are still their
friends, and that the Labour Secretary for
Agriculture was robbing the farmers when
he put the factories in the position to receive
1s. 6d. per 1b. for the butter contents of their
cream. Such a price was never equalled in
Queensland. Despite the fact that Victoria
was given an advantage of 12s. per cwt. for
butter manufactured in Australia, they had
the audacity and the hardihood to go to the
country and tell the people that they are the
farmers’ friends. They are either not intelli-
gent enough to understand the position, or
they are not honest enough to tell the people
the truth.

Mr. CorsEr: You robbed us of our butter
and hawked it round Melbourne.

Mr. CARTER: That is the position with
regard to the butter question. The hon.
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member had no word to say last session
against the Dairy Produce Bill, but his
friends in another place—the Nationalists of
the same party—have held this important
measure up for twelve months now. The
farmers know they have been robbed by the
factories; they are constantly crying oub
about being robbed, and when they asked
for this Bill in order that they might get a
fair deal from the factories which have been
robbing them, the hon. members used their
influence, doubtless, with their colleagues in
another place, and this Bill was held up
for twelve months. I was very pleased to
see it submitted the other day, and I trust
it will now go through .without further
opposition.
At fifteen minuntes to 9 o’clock p.m.,

The CHAlRMAX OF CoMMITTEES (Mr. Bertram)
took the chair as Deputy Speaker.

Mr. CARTER: I was a little surprised
not to have heard a single word of protest
or of sympathy from hon. members on the
other side in regard to the treatment meted
out to a great number of Queensland citizens
—men who are law-abiding honest, indus-
trious, and loyal. Because they happened
to have been born in a country with which
the Empire was at war, they have been sub-
jected to the very worst treatment, and hon.
members on the other side of the Chamber
have uttered no word of protest. They must
be possessed of the same information which
is in my possession. They must know of the
treatment which has been meted out to these
people. They must know what is threaten-
ing many people in Queensland to-day. Yet
no protest was raised against it. During the
early part of the war, in my electorate a
number of citizens as innocent as any mem-
ber in this Chamber of any word or act of
disloyalty were taken from their homes and
thrown into the internment camp. In the
Lockyer distriet, a man who, I am satisfied
by the dozens of references and certificates
I have read, is of unimpeachable character
—Mr. Sachse, a solicitor at Gatton—was
talken, and for three months interned in the
camp at Holdsworthy., No charge was ever
made against him. In regard to the gentle-
men who went from my district, no charge
has been made since. They have been given
no trial, and there was no evidence what-
ever of any act of disloyalty. In the district
from which they were taken, people
expressed amazement that they were taken
away. I have here a letter marked * Confi-
dential and secret,” which is an attempt to
induce the people to whom it is addressed to
give a statement regarding Mr.

Sachse’s disloyalty. They say—

“1 understand that those persons who
are able to give statutory declarations
will not do so, for fear of their names
being divulged. I wish to point out that
all statutory declarations are treated as
strictly confidential, and the mnames are
not divulged.”

What an opportunity for despicable, dishon-
est persons to put away a man whom they
want to have put away. I know it happened
in my district! There were in my district
four or five men who were guilty of no
offence, who are languishing in an intern-
ment camp because someone had a grudge
against them and desired to have them put
away for the time being. This letter goes
on—
“1 shall be pleased if you will submit
a  statutory declaration concerning
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Sachse’s disloyalty. A similar letter to
this has been forwarded to the following
citizens:~—Mr. Clark, Mr. McMurdo,
Mr. L. Cossart, and Mr. W. D. Arm-
strong.”

GOVERNMENT MpmBERS: Oh!
Mr. CARTER: Mr. Sachse’s internment

synchronised with the visit of Mr. W. D.
Armstrong to Melbourne.

A GOVERNMENT MEeMBER: Is that the ex-
Speaker?
Mr. CARTER: The ex-Speaker of this

House had one of those letters. We had
taken from my district a man who was inno-
cent as a_babe. No charge was ever made
against him. When he came back to Glad-
stone he was given a welcome by his work-
mates, because they knew of his honesty and
innocence. They knew why he went there.
He had a welcome such as no other man
who has returned to Gladstone has had.
They knew he was wronged, and they wanted
him to understand that they regarded him
as being innocent. They treated him as he
deserved to be treated. Since then this man
has been subjected to a good deal of incon-
venience in having to report. When he com-'
plained, that restriction was withdrawn.
But something worse has taken place. There
are a number of men who were not interned,
against whom no suspicion of disloyalty was
raised—men who had the misfortune to come
here in 1913, at the invitation of hon. mem-
bers on the other side of this Chamber. I
think the Denham Government did not do
wrong in trying to induce good REuropean
eitizens to come here. They are excellent
settlers. I have no fault to find with them.
War broke out. Of course, they could not
have foreseen anything of that kind. If they
could, I am satisfied that Mr. Denham was
a man of sufficient intelligence and breadth
of mind still to desire good citizens for
Queensland. This is a letter written to the
wife of an unfortunate man who has been
threatened with deportation because he was
not long enough in Queensland to become
naturalised. No charge has been made and
no evidence has been brought against him.
The public do not know him except as an
honest, industrious man, who has nothing to
say to anyone—

“Mrs. O. Meiberg,—It is possible that
your husband will be deported. If so,
you and your children will have to accom-
pany him, except under the following
conditions : —

1. If you were a British subject befors
your marriage, you have the right to
refuse to accompany your husband, and
you will be allowed to remain in Aus-
tralia.

“2. All children born in Australia have
the right to remain here if they so desire.

“It would therefore be necessary for
you to forward to this office immediately
your certificate of marriage and the cer-
tificate of birth of your children,

“In the event of your not being able
to produce these certificates, it will be
necessary for you to supply this office
with the date and place of your marriage
and also the full christian name, date,
and place of birth of each of your chil-

ren,
‘“ Should the children desire to sta;
here though their parents are deportedsj
they will have to state their desire in
writing.
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“In exceptional cases the wife of an
enemy subject may be allowed to remain
in Australia even if she were not a
British subject before her marriage, in
which case it is necessary that she state
fully her reasons for not desiring to
accompany her husband.”

Only a few years ago it was the howl of
the party sitting opposite that the Labour
party stood for a breach of the marriage
laws—the dissolution of marriage. What
does this mean? A man who has been united
to the woman he loves has been torn away
from her. The little ones, the sacred pro-
duct of these two people, are to be torn away
from both parents; they are to be sent out
of the country—a country languishing for
citizens. We talk about the sacredness of
the marriage tie! Fancy the Nationalist
party getting up now and canting about
the sacredness of the marriage tie and these
people being torn asunder. Talk about
Bolshevism and free love! What do they
mean by this? We know the lives of most
of these men would not be worth the living
once this evil thing is done. These children,
born in a free country and brought up under
the very best conditions under which children
could be reared, are to be sent to a hostile
country—a country that doos not want them.
These people left that country because they
had no more time for it; the conditions
were not good enough for their requirements.
and they came here because they preferred
Australia. They were prepared to renounce
the land of their birth and become naturalised
Australians; and, when a man is nrepared
to give up the country of his birth and
swear allegiance to another Government, I
say that man means business. Thes: men
who have come here are preparcd to do
that, and, if they are thrust back on the
country that they have left, they would have
a hostile reception. And these Australian
children are to be cast out of Australia and
sent to Germany because their paronts, who
have committed no wrong, have not been
here long enough to become naturalised.
This is the sort of thing that is going omn,
and we have no word of 'protest from the
other side of the Chamber I do not care
what blood a man possesses, and I do not
care what his colour or what his religion
is; any man with any sentiment of humanity
or Christianity in him would object to that
kind of thing; and yet it is taking place
under a Nationalist Government. We are
told that the war is over; we are told that
peace has been signed. We were told nine
months ago that the war had ceased, and
that there was an armistice, and yet these
people, despite all these facts, are to be
taken away from the country and sent—
where? 1 am going to read a petision
that came from a number of these people.

Mr, WEIR: Did that come from the Bin-
jour Plateau settlers?

Mr. CARTER: It did not come from the
Binjour Plateau settlers.

Mr. ComrsEr: Why did your Government
refuse to give these people advances under
the Agricultural Bank Aect?

Mr. CARTER: I am not here to carry on
a dialogue. I am here to say what has
occurred. This is the petition that was sent
by a number of these men to the Hon. W. G.
Higgs, M.P.—

“We, the undersigned, address you as
the Federal member representing this

Mr. Carter.}
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district, and desire to place our position
before you, and ask you to kindly use
your best endeavour to place the facts
in the proper quarters, with a view to
having justice done to us. That is all
we ask—justice.

“ Firstly, we might inform you that
several of the wives of unnaturalised
German settlers in this district have re-
ceived letters from the military authori-
ties notifying them that it is possible
their husbands will be deported (copy
attached). The husbands ave living with
their wives and have not received any
communications whatever as to the possi-
bility of deportation. This has caused
them much alarm, and has also greatly
disheartened them, as also several others,
who are single men. These methods seem
very strange to us, and we consider that
if any such drastic action was contem-
plated, it would be only fair and right
that the men concerned should be noti-
fied. We do not know of anything that
we have done to warrant such action,
as we have been peaceable, law-abiding
and industrious citizens since coming to
the country, Our position is different to
that of having, say, been under German
rule in some German colony that may
have come into British possession as a
result of the war. We left Germany of
our own free will, as a result of having
had much inducement and encouragement
held out to us to come to this country,
and we were greatly attracted by the
bright prospects in store in the free Com-
monwealth of Australia, We came pre-
pared to make this our future home, and
have gone on to the virgin scrub land,
and by dint of perseverance and industry
have carved homes for ourselves, where
we would be content to live for the re-
mainder of our lives. We might point
out that our work not only benefits our-
selves, but greatly assists in developing
this new land, thus adding to the Com-
monwealth. If we are left here in peace
we will continue industriously to further
develop the land up to its highest pos-
sible state. "We brought with wus the
whole of our savings for our past life
amounting to £200 and £300, and as
much in one instance as £400. We have
spent all this and several years of our
life in addition, and have now no desire
to leave this country. Our more youth-
ful years are past, and we certainly do
not want to commence life all over again
in some other land. We were quite pre-
pared and anxious to become naturalised
British subjects, but the war came on,
and ever since we have been refused
naturalisation. We can produce certifi-
cates to show that we have never re-
ceived any punishment for crime in the
country of our birth, nor have we con-
flicted with the law in this country of
our adoption, thus showing clearly that
we are not what may be termed °unde-
sirables.” -If we are deported we run
the risk and danger of being refused
admission to Germany, as we left there
voluntarily, and have been away for a
period of years.

“In the event of the authorities being
determined to force us out of the country,
and persisting in their determination,
although greatly against our wishes and
despite our protests, we would ask that,
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at the very least, our request, as follows,
be acceded to:—

‘(1) That we be given the right to
choose the country to which we may go,
other than Germany. (We would quite
understand that British possessions would
in such a case as ours be closed against
us.) Also the right to book our own
passage on whatever ships we choose.
We do not want to go back to Germany,
and we do not think that Germany wants
us, We think it only reasonable to be
able to choose our determination, and
cannot sec that it would make any
difference to the authorities.

““(2) That we be given umple notice of
the intention of the authorities, so that
we may have sufficient time to arrange
our affairs, and dispose of our property.
This would take some considerable time
to do, if it is to be done to our best
advantage.

“ (&) That we be allowed to take the
full value of our assets with us in money,
or failing this, we otherwise be granted
a certain amount to take with us, and
proper security be given us for the
remainder, so that we can draw on our
money after peace is declared, and
wherever we may be. We do not think
that the above would be asking too much,
because even in Czarist Russia the above
clauses of concession were granted, but,
above all, in conclusion we will again
emphasise that we would prefer to re-
main in this country, and assure you we
will give no reason for regret that we
be allowed to do so.

“ We respectfully subscribe ourselves.”

Yet, despite that petition, and despite the
fact that no inquiry whatever could obtain
evidence of these people being anything other
than of the very best character——

Mr. RoBERTS: Did you see Mr. Watt’s
reply in the Federal House on Thursday
last? He said these people would not be
deported.

Mr. CARTER: I did not see Mr. Watt’s
reply, but I know that only the other day
they sent away a number of people.

Mr. WHaitrorRD : They prefer the kanaka
and the Jap.

Mr. KirwaN: Two shiploads have gone
already.
Mr. CARTER: I want to give a little

further evidence of their attitude towards
these people. I have already expressed my
surprise, and it did surprise me, but I have
further evidence of the attitude of the
National party. This is from the “Daily
Mail”’ of 15th August, 1917—

““At the annual conference of the
National Political Council, held in Bris-
bane, Mr, Gelston, of the National Politi-
cal Council at Townsville, and the leader
of the Northern party, moved—

That stringent steps be taken to regu-
late and restrain the rights of all
citizens of enemy origin and their chil-
dren of the first generation, and as the
first step towards such an end all such
persons to be disfranchised for the
period of the war.”

It is left to our imagination as to what
they meant. Since that pericd we have
realised what they mean by “regulating and
restraining.”” During the last election a
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Nationalist organiser went through my dis-
trict and told the Germans that, if the
Labour party were returned to power, they
would be robbed of their farms; and yet we
find this resolution in regard to “regulating
and restraining.” We find a little later than
that a conscription referendum was put to
the people and the very thing outlined by
Mr. Gelston was done during that referendum
to Australians of German parentage—that is,
to people born in Australia; and, if a man is
born in Australia, I think he has as great a
claim as any man in the world to a footing in
Australia. In my district out of thirty names
on a certain honour board more

[9 p.m.] than twelve of the names were
.. German; yet during the 1917
<conscription campaign, whilst they were
liable for conscription, steps were taken to
prevent them from having a say as to what
should be done with their bodies.

Yet we
find on 27th June, 1918, the ¢ Brisbane

‘Courier ” writing as follows:—

“The restoration of the postal vote
may be expected, while the question of
the enemy alien franchise will probably
be dealt with. A$t present certain
persons, though disfranchised at the mili-
tary service referendum, are able to vote
at Federal by-elections, and a provision
for their general disfranchisement will,
no doubt, be made.” ’

1 understand that it has since been made,
and these men will have no say in the
<country of their birth. We are told by
hon. members opposite that they believe in
fair play, and yet not one word of protest
has been uttered by them against that kind
of conduct. Not one of them has said a
word against the deportation of men without
a fair trial, No man should be sent away
without being tried first. If he gets a
trial, and, if he is proved to have done
wrong, then let him be punished for it.
But at any rate he should have the right
of a fair trial before he is deported. Look
at the case of Paul Freeman. They took
him away from Queensland after the armis-
tice was signed. He was taken from Queens-
land last January. Two or three attempts
have been made to land him in other
countries without a ftrial. He was first
taken to America, but the Americans did
not think him desirable and would not allow
him to land. He was then brought back
again to Australia, and was given no oppor-
tunity of being heard in his own defence,
He 1s still desirous of remaining in Aus-
tralia, but the Federal authorities have de-
cided to deport him. There is no reason
why he should be deported at all. We are
told by the Nationalists that they are a
fair party. The war is over, and there is
a continuance of this kind of thing. Why
do not hon. members opposite protest against
it? I notice there is to be an amendment
of the Immigration Restriction Act intro-
duced into the Federal Parliament. That
amendment prohibits the entry into the Com-
monwealth for a period of five years, or
until the Governor-General by proclamation
otherwise determines, ‘'of any person of Ger-
man, Austro-German, ¥ ulgarian, Hungarian,
or Ottoman nationality. Vet in another
paper of the same date we find a statement
that-German business men are to be allowed
to enter Britain under specified conditions,
provided that their presence in the country
will prove beneficial to British trade. That
is the way these people are being treated
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in Queensland. I am sorry that my time
is drawing to a close, becanse I would like
to say more on that question.

There is another matter I wish to speak
on, and that is the war propaganda carried
on by the Tory party. We know that they
went out of their way to make statements
during their war propaganda, and they fre-
quently said, ** Wait till the boys come back
and you will see what they will do.”” In the
conscription campaign the soldiers turned
down the Nationalists, When the soldiers
returned to Australia we find that they
met a lot of the O.B.E. soldiers—¢ Only
Been in England.” I notice that a few
of these creatures and a lot of ladies
who pretended to do war work were hired
by the party opposite to disturb meetings
whenever Ministers got up to address them.
I stood in the Market Square myself amongst
these people, and I ‘heard them telling
men what to do to create a disturbance.
They were well drilled and well trained.
During the Kight-hour procession shere
was a conspiracy to create a riot and en-
danger the lives of women and children.
There is no doubt that they tried to create
a riot in Queensland. I believe that the
party opposite have adopted a new name—
“8,0.8."—“ Soolers on of Soldiers.”” There
are men who are weak-minded who were
Tories when they went away, and were still
Tories when they returned. No matter how
many kicks and cuffs ther received, they
remain Tories, and will do so until they
die. Some of these returned Tory soldiers
are aspirants for Parliament, and possibly
some have got into Parliament. These are
the men who talked about smashing up the
“Qtandard ’ office. They were going to
smash up the ‘ Standard” office if some-
thing was not withdrawn. It wasn’t with-
drawn, and no smashing took place, for
the simple reason that amongst the soldiers
were a number of intelligent men. These
intelligent soldiers formed an association of
their own because they would not stand that
kind of thing. They took up the same
manly stand in fighting for their rights
that they took up when they went to fight
in Europe. I listened to the speeches of
the hon. member for Oxley and others.

Mr. ELpHINSTONE : | thought I would come
again.

Mr. CARTER: The hon. member will
always come again. (Hear, hear, and laugh-
ter.) The hon. member for Oxley followed
the Hon. T. C. Beirne in the speeches at
the Market Square. The other speakers
referred to the red flag, but the hon. member
for Oxley talked about a flag coloured white,
yellow, and green, and he wanted to deal
with those people who differed with him
in religion. Fancy the hon. member trying
to drag in a religious discussion!

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: Who did?
Mr. CARTER: The hon. member for
Oxley. He talked about Sinn Feiners. The

hon. member went to the Market Square
under the pretence of mdving a resolution
of loyalty, but he took the opportunity of
sooling these men on. Mr. Gelston went out
of his way to refer to me in his remarks, and
we know that a soldier in Bundaberg stated
that £15,000 had been offered to help the
soldiers for a certain purpose. That state-
ment has never been contradicted. After
hearing the statements made by the hon.
member for Flinders to-day, we can believe

Mr. Carter.]
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the story of the £15,000. That money was
raised for the purpose of creating disorder in
Queensland and in order to discredit this
Government. We know that an hon. member
of this Chamber talked about the.danger of
‘““ monkeying with dangerous men.”” It shows
that he regarded them as dangerous. Then
we have Dr. Sutton getting up and telling
the soldiers that they knew how to manu-
facture bombs out of jam tins. Fancy mem-
bers of the party opposite telling the soldiers
to make bombs out of jam tins in order to
destroy life and property, just to discredit
this Government! That 1s the attitude taken
up by the supporters of hon. members oppo-
site, by the people who battened and fattened
on the war. I know one gentleman who,
in addition to drawing his parliamentary
salary, got so much for wearing his uniform,
and also got paid for one or two other
little matters.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS :
laughter.

Mr, CARTER: The same hon. member
has tried patriotism. He has tried many
things, and f{failed, and that is the most
profitable occupasion he has ever had in his
life. I want to say that, in my opinion, this
thing will continue.. Nothing is sacred to
the party opposite. They are prepared to
take any measures to get back to power,
because they know that, if our party keep
in power, justice will be done to the people.
They know that to raise the taxation neces-
sary to meet the immense charges which
this war has caused, and to pay the increased
wages required to carry on production, this
Government will put the burden on the right
shoulders. They know that we will tax the
wealthy; and the people returned to this
House by the money subscribed by those
wealthy people are trying to stop us, and no
lie will be too black or vile, and no action
too evil, if they can prevent us from getting
back to power. That is their object, and for
that purpose they are carrying on this evil
propaganda.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa): 1 concur in the
gratification which has been expressed by
His Excellency and members of this Houss
that the dreadful war which has devastated
Europe and caused such an appalling loss of
life has come to an end. I wish to express
my sincere sympathy with those who have
been bereaved, and with those who have
been wounded and are suffering from the
effects of the war. 1 hope that the way
will open for a lasting peace; but, while I
hope for a permanent peace, I hesitate to
agree with those who believe that the war
which has just ended has been the finish of
all war. 1 have endeavoured to weigh the
factors which are working for and against
peace. I have taken into consideration the
things which affect the social, industrial,
and political life of the people of the world,
and I have arrived at the conclusion that a
great change must come over the minds of
the people before any tangible scheme which
will be accepted by all the peoples of the
earth can be arrived at. The paramount
difficulty of settling international questions
appears to be the racial question, and the
harmonising of their views. The only pos-
sible way that we know of at present is by
arbitration; but whether or not hrbitration
will be acceptable to all parties as the means
of settling their disputes in the future it is
hard to say. I think that hon. members
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will agree with me that international peace
can be expected only when the various
nations of the world embwace arbitration as
the means of settling their internal and ex-
ternal disputes. If Germany had agreed to
arbitrate, the war of 1914-1918 would not
have occurred, and the peace of the world
would have been maintained. To be effec-
tive, arbitration must be supported by means
of ‘enforcing obedience to the tribunals
ruling, and it is on that point that I see
trouble. We have only to consider the
effectiveness—or, rather, the non-cffectiveness
—of arbitration in our own State to realise
this fact. In the Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia, particularly in Queensland, the people
Have an ideal opportunity of testing arbitra-
tion, or peace by negotiation. We have a
Labour Government in power, and a tem-
peramentally-fitted court to deal with dis-
putes; but it is robbed of its effectiveness
by the failure of the Government to support
the court. Instead of supporting the court,
the Government are lying dormant whilst
their supporters tell us that they are justi-
fied in noet accepting the award of the court
when its decisions do not give them all that
they want. They state that they have not
surrendered the right to strike. In my
opinion this is the crux of the position—the
spirit which keeps the world at war, and one
of the chief factors which makes war pos-
sible, and a lasting peace impossible. The
people in our midst who decry arbitration,
and preach class hatred, and who engineer
social, industrial, and political unrest, are
just as great a menace to the State as the
Prussians who preached the gospel of hate
in pre-war days were to the world. The
difference is, that one is local and the other
is international. The gospel of hate preached
by the Prussians ended in a war of brutal
violence, outrages, ravishings, destruction,
spoliation, and a sorrowing world. Where
the class hatred which is being preached by
the supporters of the Government, and some
of the members in this House, will lead
Queensland to we cannot tell. Arbitration
has not been thoroughly tried in Queens-
land. Whilst the hon. member for Flinders
was talking about arbitration, I asked him
whether, if arbitration was not acceptable in
its present form, he would tell us on what
foundation it could be successfully based,
and he replied, *‘ Sece the Labour party’s
platform.” To an intelligent House that
seems to be a case of a man saying “ T want
something different, and I know what I want,
but I won’t tell you, for I can’t tell you.”
That seems to be the logical conclusion of the
statement of the hon. member for Flinders.

1 want to refer briefly to the soldiers
settlements at Beerburrum and Pikedatic,
Last session we heard a lot about the Beer-
burrum settlement, and the statements were
very conflicting. I went to Beerburrum to-
find out for myself the state of affairs there.
I tock the opportunity of consulting with Go-
vernment; officials and with the settlers there.
Their statements were given freely, snd 1
hope to deal with them in an honest, straight-
forward manner. So far as the system of
control at Beerburrum is concerned, I favour
it, as I see in it a considerable amount of
good; but, so far as the grqund is con-
cerned, I am not in accord with the area.
selected, as I think Beerburrum is ndt likely
to be a place which is going to attract many
people.

Mr. WaITFORD: Do you know anything
about agriculture?
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. Mr. FRY : The best ground at Beerburrum
is on-the tops of the hills, When you go
to a lower level of a few feet, where the
drainage is not so good, she pineapples are
not growing as well as those on the ridge.
From the information given to me, I have
come to the conclusion that the ridges only
will produce the crops.

Mr. WHITFORD : Why not speak from per-
sonal experience?

Mr. FRY: I am speaking from the
experience of men who have tried it, and
the hon. member’s experience, so far as
Beerburrum is concerned, is no more reliable
ghan that of the man in Quoen street, be-
cause he does not know anything about it.
So far as the fertility of the ground is con-
cerned, it is going to be a problem. The
Government advertised all over the world
that they are clearing 5 acres for each
settler, but they know they are only clearing
& acres. The settlers tell me that they can-
not make a living on anything less than
5 acres. I am told that the reason the Go-
vernment do not clear 5 acres is that, if they
clear the 3 acres, the seitlers can put in
their time clearing the other 2 acres while
fshelr crops are coming on. I think that that
is rather a foolish policy, because it must
be apparent that, if 5 zcres are cultivated
and the crops are growing, the returns are
coming in more quickly than if only 3 acres
are cultivated and two are lying idle, and
@hat, when the returns are beginning to come
in the profits begin to be made which are
going to make those settiers comfortable and
happy. I think that the department con-
trolling that settlement should take that
phase of the question into consideration and
clear 5 acres so as to let the settlers get the
returns at the carliest possible moment. The
pineapples which were grown there gene-
rally were good, but the suckers which have
been supplied to the settlers are not in all
cases satisfactory, except those supplied to
the first few settlers when the sympathy was
sreat and the men received all the assistance
possible. Now about one-third are old suckers
which will not bear fruit for s considerable
time.

Mr. Warrorp: Who is your authority for
that? )

Mr. FRY: My authority is the authority
of the men on the land and the Government
agent.

Mr. WHITTORD : Name them.

~ Mr. FRY : Name them ! The hon. member
15 carrying on like a child instead of an
hon. member of this House. The settlers
are there, and what I say is perfectly true.
The farms, generally speaking, are in a fair
way, but there are only a few good farms.
Mr. McLean holds the most profitable—the
show farm of the place. I think that there
are two that are beginning to pay, Mr.
MecLean’s and another which is coming on
Just as well, but the others are not progress-
ing as they should do. I am not going into
the details of the administration; I have
said that I think the system appears to be
good. Mr. McLean has sent pineapples to
M‘?Iboume, and, after all expenses were
paid, he got a return of about 9s. a case,
which paid very well. I am also informed
that so long as the men can get 3s, 2d. a
case clear and the case returned during the
glut season, they would be very satisfied with
their crops and would be able to make things
pay. But there is in the minds of these
settlers a certain amount of doubt as to
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whether the fruit trade with Melbourne will
not be taken away when the canning factory
is in full swing, and I should like to get an
assurance from the Minister in charge as to
that matter, because it mesans to the scttlers
at Beerburrum the difference between malk-
ing things pay and not pay. T trust that the
trade to Melbourne will be continued if it
is in the interests of the producers, ss the
return which they get in Queensland is just
about one-third of what they get in Mel-
bourne. Summing up, I should like to say
that, from my observation there, the success
of this settlement deponds upon good,
healthy plants, proper administration, and
good markets. I went to Beerburrum for the
sole purpose of finding out for myself the
truth of the position, as so many statements
had been made in this House last session.

I want now to make a few remarks with
reference to the Pikedale settlement. I am
informed that the cost of clearing 5-acre
blocks is £25 per acre, and that the measure-
ment frequently falls a chain or two short
of what 1s charged for, that is to say, the
men are charged in full, but the clearing is
not given to them in full. I am also told
that the preparation of the land for the tree-
planting is anything but what it should be
in country like that, considering the men the
Government are putting on it. The first
ploughing is done five or six inches deep
with a pony plough, and then the men have
a plough given to them with which to finish
the work. They have a very difficult job
before them, as the majority are amateurs
and the work is very hard, and such that
experienced men would find a difficulty in
carrying it out effectively. I am informed
also that the horsez are bought by the Go-
vernment in bulk and served out in a pro-
miscuous sort of war and charged to the
settlers. It is «aid that the horses are very
much lower in value than the price charged
—profiteering on the part of the Government,
I presume. The mcthod of handing out
material is said to be lackadaizical, because
the store is closed at various periods in the
day, and the men lose considerable time in
going along to get wire and other require-
ments.

Mr. ROBERTS:
to be altered.

Mr. FRY: I have no doubt they have.
That is the rcason I am bringing the matter
up in the House. If I were of opinion that
the matter would be dealt with in another
manner, I would place it before the depart-
mental heads. I am not approaching the
question in a hostile spirit, but in the interests
of the men who have to make a living—the
men for whom we have to provide, and I
think that any opposition from the Govern-
ment on a question like this is unwarranted
and unjustified. I would also point out that
the timber which is supplied for the building
of the houses is for the most part stringy
bark, generally straight from the saw to the
building, and the weather-boards contain
a good deal of heart wood, and after a few
months the wood shrinks and big crevices
of about half an inch wide appear between
the boards and in the floors.

Mr. W. Cooper: That is the builder’s fault.
Mr. FRY: I say it is the fault of the
supervising officer. Surely the officers repre-
senting the Government are not so blind or

so foolish as to send green timber with
which to build houses! To show how the
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Government regard it, all their buildings are
built of sawn wood from Brisbane—seasoned
wood—but apparently what is good enough
for the settlers is not good enocugh for Govern-
ment officers. 1 wizh to bring under the
notice of the Minister the fact
19.30 p.m.] as reported to me that there is
discord and disgust and disap-
pointment prevailing at the settlement. 1
trust that the Minister will take into con-
sideration the remarks I have made and make
some inquiries into the matter and rectify
conditions which are not altogether right.
I want now to refer to the question of
unemployment and the homecoming of the
soldiers. We know very well that there is
i1 our midst a tremendous amount of unem-
ployment. Men are walking the streets, and
~oldiers are returning. Yet we find that
production is bheing held up. We find that
production is not going on as it should do.
The primary industries of the State are not
being developed, and, generally speaking,
the secondary industries are being curtailed.
The result is that our raw material is not
voming forward, and the factories are not
working as they should to find the work that
is so desirable.

Mr. Wurrrorp: Tell me oue factory in
Australia that iz not producing.
Mr. FRY : On the question of production,
{ want to refer to imports into Queensland
during the yvear ended June last. I have
taken these figures because the year was a
very small one, as there was very little
shipping. We imported wearing apparel to
the amouni of £450,856. Is it not possible
that we could encourage industries for the
manufacture of these things? Of woollen
textiles, we imported £123,269. Here, in a
vountry where we are growing wool and
«ending it out of the country, we are import-
ing back into the State textiles to the value
of £123,269. That is again a case whera
our own labour could be used, provided
encouragement is given to the manufacture
of these articles, Tn a lesser way, we have
imported cords and twines to the value of
£20.988, paints and varnishes, £34,500,
machines and machinery £276,552, and other
manufactured metals such as hardware. and
including motor cars and vehicles, £1,166,954.
Is it not worth while to encourage factories
for the manufacture of hardware, for the
common utensils and tools which we use
every day of our lives? Is it not right for
the Government to assist even to the extent
of advancing money for the purpose? We
have also imported rubber, principally tyres,
to the value of £82218, leather goods
£13,646, wicker work, raw and manufactured,
£32.322, earthenware, glass and stoneware,
£111,014, manufactured stationery, excluding
paper, £90.454, fancy goods, ete., £112,471,
and miscellaneous articles £259,630. The
total of the imports was £6.077.130. You
will notice amongst these articles that we are
importing leather to the extent of £13.646.
I want you to bear that in mind because of
somethine which has appeared in the Press
—that is the question of State manufactured
leather. We have been informed to-nighi
that boots are rising in price 10s. per pair,
and I would like to quote here a paragraph
from the **Daily Standard’ of 11th August,
19_13. Mr. Tudor, in the course of a speech,
E2393 6 hanaed
* Something had havpened during the
pvast week that affected every member of
the community. Everyone who wore

[Mr. Fry.
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boots was going to be penalised. Why?
Not because the tanners or bootmakers
were going to seek higher wages; the
reason was a scarcity of Thides in
America. Americans were buying hides
and paying double what the Australian
tanners were giving. Hides in 1916 were
shipped out of Australia at 64d. to 7d.
per lb., and now they were ls. 11d. per
ib. The manufacturers said they didn’s
know where they would be in the near
future. The men getting these huge
profits were those engaged in the big
meat companies and the hide brokers.”

Further down in the same column of the
same paper we read this—

““ LEATHER FROM STATE CATILE.
**It is understood that some of the
hides of the Government cattle have been
tanned in Brisbane and the leather sup-
plied to the Government Stores. Samples
are also being sent to the Queensland
Agent-General in England to test the

market.”
Mr. CarTeEr: What are you talking about?
Mr. FRY: The hon. member asks me

what I am talking about. I am talking about
something which materially affects the Go-
vernment. Here we have a Government who
own State stations—the hides of the beasts
and the beasts themselves belong to the
people—and hides are being tanned in Bris-
bane and the leather is being sent abroad
to test the markets of the world, to get the
highest prices possibie to be obtained, and
this while we have a shortage of leather in
Queensland. We are told that there is big
competition throughout the world for hides
and leather, and the Government are sending
samples home to test the market. If we did
not draw attention to it just now, it is quite
possible that we might find large shipments
of the people’s hides and leather going out of
the State. (Government laughter.) Hon.
members may laugh, but is it not a fach
that when you are sending the leather from
the State stations into the markets of the
world, instead of keeping it at home to
supply the local consumption, you are rob-
bing the people of their rights by more than
the price which those hides would bring?
The Government are not justified in taking
on the exportation of any commodity from
any State enterprise so long as the people of
the country are requiring those materials,
This statement is an official one. It appeared
in the daily Press on the same date, so
T take it that it is the intended policy of
the Government. While we are talking
about hides I want to draw attention to the
fact that we exported fo oversea poris
103,850 hides valued at £203.406. I think we
are responsible. to a great extent, for the
difficulty we are in regarding hides. I wans
to show how industries, if they are properly
encouraged to progress, will absorb men who
at present are on the labour market.- In a
paper called ¢ Coo-ce,” which is published
for the Australian Natives’ Association, of
30th July, 1919, there appears the following
with respect to the Dunlop Rubber Com-
pany :—

“This company commenced manufac-
turing operations in 1839, having pur-
chased from the parent Dunlop Com-
pany, of England, who started 1ts Aus-
tralian operations in 1893, the trading
rights and patents for the Australasian
and New Zealand territories. 'The
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capital of the Australian company at
this date was £170,000, and its opera-
tions until 1902 were confined to the
making up of tyres, etc., brought out
from England in a semi-manufactured
form, In the year 1901 a small allot-
ment was purchased in Montague,
South Melbourne, and plant installed
to the value of £25000. In 1904 the
capital was increased to £250,000, and
the plant doubled. In 1906 capital was
again increased to £290,000, and again
in 1912 to £520,000. The freehold pro-
perty then stood at £51,853, and plant
at £54,000. In 1916, capital was increased
to  £1,000,000, freehold property to
£122,634, leasehold £22,768, and plant
at valuation to £174,000.

“In 1904 the company employed 400
hands, which, in 1914 increased to 2,000,
and at the present time 2,500 hands find
continuous employment in the opera-
tions of the company. The area of the
company’s works at Montague and
Abbotsford exceeds 10 .acres, while the
floor space covers an area of 620,000
square feet, or nearly 14 acres in all.”

Mr. Wuarrrord: What do you wish to
prove there?

Mr. FRY : That, if your Government had
any sense, they would encourage industry and
absorb the unemployed. The question is
not one of the tariff in that case, I want
to see the industry encouraged. I know that
with production you must have protection.
You may have protection, but, if you have
not prodnction, the industries are not likely
to go ahead. To protect an industry, and
not to have the men working in it, 1§ an
idea that would enter into only a fool’s mind.
With protection you must have production.
I will now quote from the same paper, of
30th May, 1919, In this article it is advo-
cating protection—

¢ Australia, after always having pro-
claimed itself protectionist, has never got
protection. , The foreign producer floods
1ts markets, and the domestic industries
struggle against this lower paid labour.
This 1s proved incontestably by the fact
that in 1902 the Commonwealth imports
per head were of the value of £10 1ls.
In 1915-16 they were up to £15 14s.
There is a national peril in these figures.
Australia has now, on Commonwealth
debts, State debts, and private debts, to
pay abroad annually £18,000,000 in in-
terest. Up till recently, except in times
of great borrowing abroad, she paid her
interest bill by the excess of her exports
over imports. For the last five years
that has ceased, and our imports are
now in excess of our exports. HEven in
the year 1916-17, when the export value
went up with a jump of 33 per cent.,
it was only on account of war prices,
and but for that would have been lower
than pre-war years. We are thus drift-
ing to leeway in national indebtedness,
quite apart from our loans.

“This is emphasised by the fact that
our gold production, which once paid for
our imports from abroad, has unfortun-
ately declined from £16,000,000 in 1903
to $£7,000,000 in 1916. This deluge of
importation has arisen from the riot and
carnival of foreign dumping in per-
fumery, jewellery, confectionery, wines
and spirits, silks, musical instruments, and
other articles of luxury. This signifies
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a double-edged misfortune. On the one
side our debts abroad are increasing:
on the other hand the opportunities for
industrial expansion at home arc dwarfed
and stunted.

“This is no fanciful contention. The
histories of France, of Great Britain, of
the United States, and of Germany, have
all disclosed the same phase of indus-
wial danger; and in relf-defence those
States had all to grapple with and over-
come the menace. It was the shrewd
Bismarck, who, in 1879, made it an im-
perative item of his policy that Ger-
many should regain command of her own
markets. She did so, and quadrupled her
wealth in a few years. The United
States of America is a monument of the
proof that wealth and industry are
stimulated by an efficient tariff.”

At ten minutes to 10 o’clock p.m.,

The SPEAKER resumed the chair.

Mr. FRY: 1 agree with them so far as
they advocate that, and I do so because,
when we are dealing with matters of indus-
trial importance to our own State—when we
are dealing with questions of unemployment
—we must take a very much wider view
than when we are dealing with something
which exists in our own local town; we must
know what is going on outside, and know
the competition that we shall be compelled
to meet. I find in the * Pacific Ports”
magazine for July of this year a little para-
graph, which I think very fittingly can be
taken into consideration when we are deal-
ing with matters concerning our industries.
We find that America is out looking for
trade. Under the head * The Most Enviable
Situation’ this maguzine says—

“ Tt has been frequently said, and by
those who are well posted on the subject,
that a country which finds itself in the
most enviable position in the foreign
commerce trade is that country which
exports the largest quantity of highly
manufactured articles, and imports the
largest quantity of raw materials to enter
into manufactures. That position, up to
the present time, the United States has
not enjoyed; nor has the United States,
until recently, been notably prominent
in its activities looking toward the de-
velopment of foreign markets. However,
of late there has been a noticeable im-
provement along this line, and a turn in
the tide of affairs, and to-day every nook
and corner of the world is covered by
experts from the United States. Many
of these are Government officials sent oust
through the Department of Commerce
and the State Department, such as, for
instance, commercial attachés stationed
at strategical trade centres, trade com-
missioners, special agents, and those who
are sent to certain sections of the country
to make specific investigations. Then,
there are, of course, the consuls, vice-
consuls, and consular agents, who are
aceredited to the State Department, but
who report regularly to the Departmens
of Commerce the commercial activities
of the various ccuntries, With these
classes of advisers and informants on
activities abroad, and with the informa-
tion brought back by these representa-

tives, and the representatives of the
commercial  organisations, privately-
owned institutions and others to the

manufacturers of the United States, it
is to be hoped that in a very short time

M, Fry.]
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the advantages of the foreign field will
be so impressed upon the ¢ Mr. Micaw-
bers’ that they will awake to the full
mmportance of the task that is before
them.”
“The United States have come to realise that
they cannot hold their own in the commer-
cial world unless they get a fair return for
the money that they pay for labour; and
‘they are searching the world for an outlet
for their surplus manufactures. They will
go in for dumping, and, unless we can pro-
duce what we require and a little more than
we require, we shall be up against the
problem of these people dumping, not only
in Australia, but in Queensland.
A Government Mruser: If they can give
»ills go?od stuff, why should we not buy from
hem ?

Mr. FRY: If that is the opinion of the
hon. member—that we should sapport foreign
trade—then he can keep his opinion, because
the present state of affairs has been brought
about by him and those who think like him.
The need of using your own manufactures
before using foreign manufactures is para-
mount, and the time will come when those
men who have been abroad, and who have
seen things in a far broader way than those
who have stayed at home, will endeavour
to enter into the fleld of manufacture and
manufacture those articles which we do not
produce at the present time. The figures in
regard to the progress of Queensland’s indus-
tries for 1917 and 1918 are very much at
variance, and I would like the House to
allow my figures to be published in * Han-
sard ” without my reading them. There are
quite a number of figures,

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the
House that the figures be taken as read?

OrprpositioNn MeumBERs: Hear, hear!

The TrEASURER: No.

The SPEAKER: I do not understand

w}icether it is the pleasure of the House or
not.

The TREASURER : Read them.
Mr. FRY: The figures are as follows:——

|
z = e S R S -
i o w @ 1w — £~ ~ T |
= oS —~ ™ ©® o~ x4 =
= = CYONOE R i i
215 = LT T St S S =
E e A R N
[ g RIS S S . H
= =
=
N © 2y t 2 :
m e 2382232
2 < ‘; BN '\, =] CC_\ -H o -t ’
& &= QR % o 3 ==
2 EE 7 o = S B
2 =3 DA - A W B
% w ket b e =
gl pe A8 8] 8 8 8 & |
Z
|- — S J—
] . [T S R S-S 'c S
21 %4 % B R ZF 5B
] @ B o~ - - NS ~
QB 2 e = S S -]
4 E=a RNe & T F & 2 &
= Ehal~1 R T Y
=2 S = s - - W) Z]
z [ o R - T T~ -1
& — —
2 @ o e o = o
31 8 & 2 = 3 2 o 3 3
e O L2 R - N~ T T ]
P 3z% R P IE ME
<] 2RE I R R - T 1
8| 27k (I S e
8 o« ~H ~H - ~H - w
&
o~ N ST B SR S ©
. W & X & =
Slwesod | B B 8 E 2B
= l~my 100y I T S T
z i X = % 2 2 § 8 5
[ — S
o
=, o o o
2 | 'senomeg 8 £ 3 R 2 2R
2 | 10°ox P - S
| - - — Ll — — — —
O T e
B Py 2
i 5 T E 2 a8 52
= Y D D™ o o: & O
g EE -

K
X
N
5

o

[ASSEMBLY.]

Adilress m Reply,

You will notice that the amount of raw
material whizh was produced in 1918, not-
withstanding the inflated values
of raw material at that time, was
less than in 1917. If you peruse
these figures you will see the result of- the
go-slow policy in Queensland. Whilst wages
have increased, the value of raw material
produced is less in 1818 than in 1917. It
costs more money to-day to produce less
goods, owing to the go-slow policy. Yo
will see that I quote imports from other
countries, because our go-slow policy is
leaving open the door for these people to
dump their goeds at a lower rate than they
get in their own country, whereas, if we got
a fair return for the wages we pay in Aus-
tralia, things would be different. I would
like to point out that during the war period,
from 1915 to 1918, we had 204 strikes in
Queensland. These " strikes affected 40,107
men, and the loss in wages amounted to

£415,748.
Mr. CarterR: What was the loss in profits®

Mr. FRY : It shows that those who are
decrying arbitration and going into strikes
are not working in the interests of the work-
ing men. They are working in the interests
of themselves, for we know that most of
them aspire to get into Parliament. They
want to stir up the men in order to keep the
strikes going. These men have lost over
£400,000 in wages, whereas, if they had gone
to arbitration, they would have attained their
object, and would have retained that money.
That shows, to my mind, that the men who
are decrying arbitration are doing a wrong
thing, so far as this State is concerned. I
would like to refer to the evidence given by
the Premier before the Coal Commission in
England. It appears in the London * Daily
Mail ” of Tth May last. The Premier in
that evidence said that various State enter-
prises were carried on successfully. e said
that State tanneries were being successfully
carried on. Where are they?

That is

110 pom. |

Mr. BRENNAN: a misprint for

' canneries.”
Mr. FRY : Well, where are the canneries?
Mr. BrexNAN : They are just starting.

Mr. FRY: The Premier said that the
mineral cil enterprise was being successfully
carried on as a State enterprise. Where .s
it? There was a hole made in the ground
at Roma to a certain depth, from which
nothing is coming. What about the saw-
mills? Are they successful? He said the
iron and steel works are working success-
fully. Where are they? 1 know they are
working up a considerable amount of interest
amongst Government supporters as to where
they are going to be placed; but, so far as
working in the interests of the State are
concerned, they do not exist at all. I draw
attention of hon. members to the following
advertisement which appeared in the
‘“ British Australasian ” in London :—

¢ (JUEENSLAND.
© The Land of Plenty!

“ Renowned for its great wealth of
resources, prolific harvests, salubrious
climate, richness of soil, even rainfall.
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“Five and a-half times larger than
Great Britain and Ireland. Three times
the size of France.

*“ Population, 641,000.

“ Splendid opportunities for farmers.

* Millions of acres of fertile land await-
ing settlement,

* Frechold agricultural farms from
2¢, 6d. per acre.”’

Is it not a misstatement to say that frechold
land is offered in Quecnsland at 2s. 6d. an
acre?

Mr. F. A. Coorer and other GOVERNMENT
MEMBERS : No.

Mr. FRY : I would like to ask the Secre-
tary for Public Lands where that land is?

The SPEAKER: I would draw the hon.
member’s attention to the fact that those
statements have been made by other hon.
members,

Mr, CirTer: Tedious repetition.

Mr. FRY : I would like to know where the
land is. With regard to the land tax, I
believe in a land tax myself.

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. FRY : A land tax iz the fairest tax
which can be imposed.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

My, FRY : If it 1s used to break up large
estates.

GovERNMENT MEeuMBERS: Hear. hear!

Mr. FRY : If the large costates are broken
up, they can be made available for cultiva-
tion and production, and in that case a land
tax that would burst up these estates would
be doing good work. That would enable
men to take up small blocks of land. If
men are not encouraged to take up small
blocks of land to cultivate them, there is
something wrong. I am interested. as the
representative of a city electorate, in seeing
production in the State go on. I want to
see the primary and wnondaw industries
rise until our production Pqua]@ our con-
sumption. It iz all s question of =upply
and demand; and, so jong as we cannot
meet the dcmand the man who lives in the
city is going to find the cost of living high.
The question of foodstuffs is of vital 1mport»
ance to our people. Here ugzain [ want to
draw attention to the fact-. -

- The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders.

Mr. B A COOPER (Brewmswei: 1 beg to
move the adjournment of the debate.

Question put and passed.

The resumption of the debate was made
an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

ADJOURNMENT.

The ACTING PREMIER: 1 beg o
move—That the House do now adjourn. The
business to-morrow will be the continuation
of the debate on the Addrs:s in Reply.

Question put and passed.

The IHouse adjourned at fifteen minutes
past 10 o’clock p.m.
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