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THURSDAY, 14 AuGUST, 1919. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock p.m. 

APPROPRIATION BILL, No. 1. 

AsSENT. 

The SPEAKER: I have to report that I 
presented to His Excellency the Governor 
Appropriation Bill, No. 1, for the Royal 
assent, and that His Excellency was pleased, 
in my presence, to subscribe his assent there­
to, in the name and on behalf of His 
Majesty. 

A message was also received from His 
Excellency the• Governor conveying his assent 
to the Bill. 

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
the following from the Auditor-General:-

Report upon the balance-sheet of the 
Queensland National Bank, Limite·d, 
for the year ended 30th June, 1919. 

Ordered to be printed. 

QUESTIONS. 

CRAB AND CRAYFISH INSPECTION FEES. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) asked the Acting 
Premier-

" 1. Is he aware that regulation 44 of 
the Fish Supply Act of 1916 and the 
State• Enterprises Act of 1918 provides 
that an inspection fee of 1s. Ld. is pay­
able in respect of each crab and crayfish 
(other than sand crabs) produced for 
inspection? 

" 2. Is not this fee out of all propor­
tion, and will not this payment have the 
effect of increasing the cost of this com­
modity to the community?" 

The· ACTING PREMIER (Hon. E. G. 
Theodore, Chillagoe) replied­

" 1. Yes. 
"2. No." 

MEAT SOLD AT ROMA-STREET STATE BUTCHERY. 
Mr. MORGAN (Murilla) asked the Acting 

Premier-
" What quantities of (a) frozen meat, 

(b) chilled meat, (c) fresh meat were 
sold through the S'tat!'J butchery at Roma 
street during the year .ended 30th June, 
1919 ?" 

The ACTING PREMIER replied­
" (a) 2,234,064 lb. 
" (b) 1,116,192 lb. 
"(c) Nil." 

DIFFERENCES IN PRICES OF FROZEN, CHILLED, 
AND FRESH MEAT AT STATE BuTCHERS' SHOPS. 

Mr. MORGAN asked the Acting Chief 
Secretary-

" What is the average difference per 
pound in re·tail value, according to the 
State butcher's shop authorities, between 
(a) frozen meat and chilled meat; (b) 
frozen meat and fresh meat?" 



186 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

The ACTING PREMIER replied--
" (a)' The State butcher's shop authorl­

ties have not made any difference per 
pound in retail value between frozen and 
chilled meat; (b) the State butcher's 
shops do not deal in fresh meat." 

UsE OF STATE-OWNED MoTOR-CARS FOR CoN­
VEYANCE OF SICK AND WOUNDED RETURNED 
SoLDIERs. 

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani) asked the Acting 
Premier-

" 1. Were any of the twenty State­
owned motor-cars, kept for the use of 
Minister; and Government departments 
in Brisbane, ever used for the convey­
ance of sick or wounded returned soldiers 
from the Central Railway Station to 
K<tngaroo Point Hospital? 

" 2. If so, on what occ<tsions ?" 
The ACTING PREMIER replied-

' 1 and 2. Inquiries are being made." 

ALLEGED EVASION OF REGULATION OF SUGAR 
CANE PRICES ACT. 

Mr. SMITH (Mackay) asked the Secretary 
for Agriculture-

" 1. Has his attention been drawn to 
the statements reported to have been 
ma·de by Mr. Knox, general manager of 
the Colonial Sugar Hefining Company, 
before the Hoyal Commission on the 
sugar industry, in which he stated that 
he had found a flaw in the regulations 
of Sugar Cane Prices Act enabling his 
company to evade the purposes of the 
said Act by forcing the canegrowers to 
sell their cane to a third p<trty? 

"2. Is he aware that the Colonial 
Sugar Hefining Comp~nv have, by exert­
ing economic and other ·pressure on their 
suppliers, induced them to offer their 
cane to a Mr. Forster, Svdney, on terms 
dictated by the said company? 

" 3. Will he take steps this session to 
amend the Re•gulation of Sugar Cane 
Prices Act in the direction of prohibit­
ing contracting outside the Act in the 
manner indicated?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. Lennon, H erbert) replie·d­

'' 1. Yes. 
"2. Yes. 
" 3. In consequence of the agreement 

with the Fedeml Government no altera­
tion in the Act can be made during this 
session." 

ESTABLISHMENT OF STATE IRON AND STEEL 
WORKS. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnrtt) asked the Minis­
ter representing the Minister for Mines-

" When will a definite announcement 
be made regarding the establishment and 
site of the proposed iron and steel 
works?" 

The ACTING PREMIER replied-
" There will be no avoidable delay in 

the matter." 

STATEMENTS REGARDING REPATRIATION OF 
SoLDIERS. 

Mr. CORSER asked the Acting Premier­
" 1. Has his attention been called to 

the following official Government state­
ments regarding repatriation:-

(a) Lands Department report, show­
ing that to 31st December, 1917, the 
State Government had settled 423 
soldiers on the land; 

(b) The special return, tabled last 
July at the request of Mr. Maeartney, 
showing that a total of 337 soldiers 
had been settled on the land by t.he 
State; 

(c) The statement appearin~ in a 
Government advertisement m the 
'Worker' last January. showjng that 
up till that time 1.200 soldiers had 
been settled by the State, which was 
preparing also to settle a further 
10,000 mpn during the year 1919; 

(d) The statement by Mr. The<Jdore 
at the Premiers' Conference a week 
later that 525 soldiers h.ad been settled 
on the land by the State. and that 
preparations had heen made to settle 
another 1, 700 odd? 
"2. How does he recon~ile the contra­

dictions in these statements?" 

The ACTING PREMIER replied-
" 1 .and 2. I am having the matter 

looked into." 

UsE OF MoTOR-CARS OF OPPOSITION MEMBERS 
FOR CoNVEYANCE OF RETURNED SoLDIERs. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER (Bremcr) asked the 
Acting Chid Secretary-

" 1. Have the motor-cars of the leader 
of the Opposition, of the member for 
Bulimba, or of any other of those who 
sit in opposition to His Majesty's Go­
vernment. been lent for the purpose of 
transporting returned soldiers from the 
railwav station, Brisbane, to the Kanga­
roo Point Hospital? 

"2. If so, on what occasions?" 

The ACTING PREMIER replied-
" 1 and 2. I have no information on· 

the subj·ect." 

BALANCE-SHEET RESPECTING BUTTER SEIZED 
AND SOLD IN LONDON. 

Mr. MORGAN asked the Secretary for 
Agriculture-

" 1. "When will a balance-sheet be pre­
pared and forwarded to factories con­
cerned in respect to butter seized and 
sold in Londen ? 

" 2. When will the balance of profit 
be distributed?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
replied-

" 1. No butter was seized, cons'l­
quently no balance-sheet is necessary. 

"2. See No. 1." 

PRODUCE FOR LOCAL REQUIREMENTS SOLD 
BY STATE PRODUCE AGENCY. 

Mr. MORGAN asked the Secretary for 
Agriculture-

" What has been the value of the pro­
duce sold in Queensland for local require­
ments by the State Produce Agency 
during the year 1918-1919 ?" 
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ThG SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
replioo-

" The hon. member should address his 
question to the Chief S·ecretary." 

INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC-THEATRES CLOSED 
AND THEATRES OPEN. 

Mr. MORGAN asked the Home Secre­
tary-

" 1. During the recent influenza epi­
demic what theatres were allowed to 
remain open, and which were compelled 
to close? 

"2. What was the reason for differ-
entiation between theatres in this 
respect?'' 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. 
Huxham, Buranda) replied-

" 1 and 2. Picture shows and theatres 
having sliding roofs or openings and 
supplied with adequate ventilation were 
open (such as Tivoli Roof, Theatre 
Royal, \Vest's, and Stadium), others not 
complying in this respect closed." 

Loss TO WORKERS FROM INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES. 

Mr. MORGAN askoo the Treasurer-
" 1. Of the- eighty-four industrial dis­

putes which the records of the Labour 
Department show as having taken place 
in Queensland during the two years 
ended 30th June, 1919, how many have 
caused loss of work to employees? 

" 2. How many employees in the aggre­
gate were affected by these stoppages?" 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
Chillagoe) replied-

" 1 and 2. No records available." 

EXPORT OF FRUIT AND VEGETABLES FROM 
BOWEN. 

Mr. COLLINS (Bowem) asked the Secretary 
for Agriculture-

" The number of cases of fruit and 
bags of vegetables exported from Bowen 
for the months of April, May, June, and 
July, 1918, also the number of cases of 
fruit and bags of vege•tables for the 
corresponding months in 1919 ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
replied-

" Figures represent cases unless other­
wise stated-
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i ~ ~ § ~ g !.2:~~ 
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1919, ,, 

April .. 
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586 i 7 l I 55 230 
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1 

{ ~n 1640 
602 I 10,583 456* 8 

* De::.ote8 bags. 
' 

48 

80 

69 

BEEF PURC'HASED BY QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT 
FOR COMMONWEALTH GOVERNMENT FOR USE 
OF TROOPS. 

Mr. PETRIE (Toombul) asked the Acting 
Premier or Acting Chief Secretary-

" 1. Did the Government, during the 
year 1917-18, purchase certain quantities 
of beef from the meatworks and resell 
the· same to the Commonwealth Govern­
ment for the use of troops? 

"2. If so, at what price was the beef 
purchased from the meatworks? 

"3. At what price was it sold to the 
Commonwealth?" 

The ACTING PREMIER replioo­
" 1. Yes. 
" 2. 3~-d. per lb. 
"3. 4ld. per lb." 

IssuE OF S'TATE BLuE BooK. 

Mr. PETRIE asked the· Acting Chief 
Secretary-

" 1. Will a State Blue Book be issuoo 
during the coming session? 

"2. If so, when is it likely to be avail­
able for the information of the House?" 

The ACTING CHIEF SECRETARY 
replie-d-

" 1 and 2. Yes, if possible; the neces­
sary mate.rial will be wanting until the> 
reclassification of the service is com­
pleted." 

CENTRALISED SYSTEM IN REGARD TO GOVERN­
MENT RAIL WAY . STORES. 

Mr. HODGE (Nanango) asked the Secre­
tary for Railways-

'· 1. Is it a fact, as rumoured among 
employees of the Railway Department, 
that the Government intends to revert to 
the old. centralised system in regard to 
Government stores, and to appoint as 
permanent head of the centralised stores 
branch Mr. Gal!agher, now Stores Super­
intendent at Roma Street? 

" 2. Is Mr. Gallagher the senior officer 
in the Stores Branch?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. A. Fihelly, Paddington) replied-

" 1 and 2. The Government's intentions 
in this direction will be disclosed at the 
proper time." 

RAILWAY FREIGHTS FRO:M SYDNEY TO BRISBANE 
AND WARWICK. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick) asked the 
Secretary for RailwayS--

"1. What is the through freight from 
Sydney to Brisbane on gener.al groceries, 
tobacco, drapery, boots, and hardware? 

"2. What proportion of the above 
freight is credited· to Queensland? 

"3. What is the freight on same class 
of goods consigned from Sydney to War­
wick? 

" 4. What proportion of the above 
freight is credited to Queensland?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

" 1. £6 15s. per ton, plus ls. tran­
shipping charges. 
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"2. £2 2s. Id. per ton. 
"3. £10 4s. Ud. per ton, being sum of 

two local rates, Sydney to W allangarra. 
Wallangarra to Warwick. 

" 4. £2 15s. 2d. per ton." 

HYDRO-ELECTRIC SCHEME FOR CONDAMINE 
RIVER. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES ask the Treasurer-
" 1. Has his attention been directed to 

the decision of the Governments of 
France and Canada to e,tablish hydro­
electric scheme' in their respecti ,-e 
countries? 

"2. Will he allow thq hydro-electric 
expert recently appointed to inspect 
and re11ort upon the suitabilitv of the 
Condamine River for the purpose of the 
establishment of a hydro-electric 
scheme?" 

The TREASURER (Hon. E. G. Theodore, 
(' hillagoe) replied-

" 1. No. 
"2. The matter will receive considera­

tion." 

BARAMBAH SETTLEMENT-NUMBER OF ABORI­
GINALS, AND :MEDICAL AID FOR INMATES. 

Mr. GUN::'-J (Oarnarvon) asked the Home 
1'\ecretary-

" 1. How many aboriginals are there 
on the Barambah Settlement? 

" 2. Is there a medical officer provided 
for the settlement; if not, what arrange­
ments are made to provide medical aid 
for the inmates-?" 

T,he HOME SECRETARY replied-
"1. 530. 
"2. Yes, visits we0-kly, and whenever 

else emergency necessitaks-connected 
by telephone-attends cases also at his 
own surgery." 

SEAFORTH REPURCHASED ESTATE 
BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. J. H. Coyne, lVarrego) formally 
moYcd-

" That the House will, at its next 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the Whole to consider of the desirable­
ness of introducing a Bill to enable the 
Sraforth Estate, acquired under the A,ri­
cultural Lands Purchase Act of 1894 
to be dealt with as Crown land uncle~ 
and subject to the Land Acts, 1910 to 
1918." 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby): ·Mr. Speaker-­

The SPEAKER : Order ! The motion 
went as formal. The hon. member must 
recognise that it could not be put at this 
stage unless it was formal. 

Question put and passed. 

TAXATION OF AGRICULTURAL AND 
DAIRYING LANDS. 

.' Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drapton), in mov­
mg-

" That, in the opinion of this House. 
the prosperity of the State of Qlleensland 

[Hon. J. H, Coyne. 

depends upon increased primary produc­
tion, and that in order to increase such 
production, and enable producers to com­
pete in the markets of the world, the 
application of the Land Tax Act of 1915, 
in respect to lands used for agriculture 
and dairying, be either removed or 
reduced,'' 

said : This is a motion that was brought on 
last session, but, owing to other business, 
was not put to a division, so that the opinion 
of the House was not given upon it. 'rhe 
question is even more preb>ing than it was 
last year. Last year we had at least nine 
months of drought-nine months out of 
twelve-when there were no taxation values 
in the land, when land produced absolutely 
nothing. Yet that tax was collected on the 
twelve months. I will admit that in some 
cases, under "ection 46 of the Land Tax 
Act, returns and deductions have been made. 
Section 46 is the saving clause of that Act, 
and some farmers have been able to take 
advantage of it, but there are hundreds of 
others who know absolutdy nothing about 
it. They have made no claims and they have 
received no returns, although the money 
which has gone to pay the land tax should 
have gone to buy their children boots and 
clothes which thev have consequently had 
to do '~ithout. We-have a cry right through­
out Auo,tralia, and, perhaps, throughout the 
world, for a cheapening of foodstuffs; and, 
if it is necessarv to have a plentiful supply 
of food and cheaper food. surely it is in the 
interests of the who! e of the people that all 
taxation should be removed from the lands 
used for the production of food, and that 
people should be encouraged to remain on 
the land and produce foodstuffs for the 
people. At present I have thirty-two or 
thirtv-three schools in mv electorate, and I 
find that seven bovs out ;,f ei,ht bo-cs in all 
those schools, or, at the very least, siwen out 
of nine or ten, have no intention of remain­
ing on the land. They are studying for 
scholarships or something else in order that 
they may get away from the land because 
there are practically no returns from the 
land. 

Mr. SMITH : You are a Jeremiah. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I am giving the facts 
of the case. If we want the people to 
remain on the land, it is only right that 
all taxes should be removed from the land 
used for the production of foodstuffs; that 
thev should be made as free as possible, 
and that people should have every encourage­
ment to remain on the land. It is all very 
well for hon. members in this House who 
are drawing £300 a year, and perhaps 
another £300 or £400 extra. That is very 
much better than farming. I know many 
small farmers who scarcely have enough with 
which to buy their children boots and clothes 
and live decently, and yet this Government 
come in as first mortgagees of the farms and 
claim the fil'flt payment out of the proceeds 
from the land, and the farmers have to pay 
away money for taxes which ought to go 
towards finding their children in boots and 
and clothes. Great Britain and the United 
States of America-those two large Powers 
especially-have given great consideration 
to the question of keeping the people on 
the land and to growing foodstuffs for the 
people. 

Mr. SMITH : There is a land tax in Great 
Britain. 
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Mr. BEBBINGTON: Great Britain has 
agreed to pay a certain price for the farm­
ers' produce for the next two years. They 
say they were caught napping when the war 
sta.rted; they were caught with a shortage 
of foodstuffs, but that would not happen 
again. I contend that this is not a party 
que,;tion at all. It should be looked at from 
a non-party point of view, and, if the Go­
vernment find that through the land tax 
or anything else-no matter who is to blame 
for it-the conditions on the land to-day are 
such that people ·will not remain on the 
land, then those conditions should be altered 
and there should be a better state of things 
brought about. Only last w<eek I heard of 
t>' o men leaving their farms. One went 
into the Police Force and the other applied 
for a position in connection with railway 
works. He came to me for a recommenda­
tion, stating that he was leaving his farm 
in order to work on the railway, and two 
other. men, who would have made excellent 
citizens and had a fair amount of money, 
have left the State. 'I 'hey were th<' sons of 
people who came from Victoria some ten or 
twelve years ago with something like £10,000 
or £12.000 which they invested in Queens­
land, but those people would not allow their 
own sons to invest their money in land in 
Queensland They had to pay £80 to £90 
land tax and they said, "No more for my 
sons. They will go where there is less to 
pay to the Government, and where the man 
on the land can get a better return for 
his labotiT." 

Mr. COLLINS: Where will they go? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: They have gone to 
Victoria, from whence they came, and I 
think they are the best judges. 

Mr. CoLLINS: They pay £1 an acre rent 
in Victoria. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: They are the best 
judge£, and, instead of investing their money 
here, they wont back to Victoria. If the 
hon. member is not satisfied with what I 
state, let him look up the reports of th<' 
Labour Department. He must know, and 
every hon. member ought to kno\v, of the 
different class of people who are coming 
here now from the other States to thos0 
who c~me here. ten or twelve years ago, or 
even erght or nme years .ago. In those days 
men were encouraged to come here and settle 
on the land. They were encouraged to sell 
out in the oth.er State.·· and bring their 
capital to Queensland, which hundreds did. 
Many of them brought from £5,000 to 
.£10,000 and settled in Queensland. They made 
trade, they made employment, and they en­
riched our storekeepers and the workers, and 
now that they have got all their money 
ihvested in land and improvements they can­
n"t get away. But is the same class of 
people coming he're now? 

Mr. SMITH: It is a pity you cannot get 
away. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I wish I could. I 
would like to sell out for what the land was 
valued at ten years ago, but the hon. mem­
ber ought to know that because of the policy 
of his Government no one will buy land in 
Queensland. 

Mr. BRENNAN: Nonsense. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: ,,Let us look at the 
different class of people who are coming 
here now. I do not object to them coming 

here, as probably some of them would be 
good workers if they could get work; but 
the returns of the Labour secretaries from 
the different centres state that many labour­
ing men are coming here from the other 
St ~te' for whom there is no work, and the 
Government have to find them in rations. 

Mr. S;;nTii:: If people paid any attention 
to your statem<~nts, they would never come 
to Queensland. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The Labour sec~e· 
tary at Maryborough made that report, and 
it a;Jpcarcd in the Pre"'· He stated that 
what adc\Pd to the unemployment was the 
number of men coming from the other States 
and the Government had to keep them in 
food when they came. I am pointing that 
out in order to show that a different clasg 
of people are coming here now to the people­
who came here some years ago. No doubt 
many of those coming now would be good 
men if there was any work for them to do, 
and thcv would no doubt increase the wealth 
of this 'country if they had the opportunity. 
Instead of bringing men here as producers 
the Government are bringing men who have 
to be kept, which is a very different matter 
altog0ther. That is one reason why I say 
;ve should revert to the policy of encourag­
mg people to come here and settle on our 
land, make employment for men, and in­
crease o~1r production. That is the only 
sane pol!cy when we look at the conditions 
of Australia to-day and see the burdens that 
Australia has to Lice. Our war debts amount 
to something like £300,000.000, interest on 
which has to be met, and I hope that. before 
it is finished, another £100,000.000 will be 
added to the debt, because the men who 
have been fighting and who have done their 
<;Juty must be looked after. and, if to do that 
1t takes a quarter of what it cost to see 
the war through, we must not grumble, but 
must see that those men get it. There is 
only one way to pay our debts. If a farmer 
gets into debt and has a mortgage on his 
farm, if a. business man gets into debt. ·or 
If a workmg man gets into debt there is 
only one way of paying that debt,' and that 
is hy doing more 'vork and earning more 
mor,ley. There is no difference in regard to 
natwns. Thev cannot get out of debt in any 
other wav. There is no royal way of pavin'"' 
your debts. The only way is to do n1or~ 
work and earn more monev. That is another 
reason .why I say we shou.ld tnake it as easy 
as noss1ble for people to remain on the land 
and, in order to keep them there, we should 
give them every nossible encouragment. All 
workers except the man on the land have 
SO';'e g~arantee of a living wage, whi~h is 
qmte r1ght. A man should be treated not 
a~ a mere c:f:attel of trade merely to ·k,ep 
h1m on the JOb, hut should have a living 
wage ass1ned to him, for which. of course, 
he should work. But the farmer has no 
sure wage. For nine months during the 
past ypar the land has refused to f"row any­
thing on arcount of drought. There has 
ha rd!v been three months of a good season 
yf\t this Government collect l<llld taxes fo; 
thf\ whole of the twelve months. and have 
taken mo"e out of the farms th 111 t,he farmers 
have for themselves. The Federal and State 
taxes combined have been more than the 
farmers themselvPs have had to k<'en their 
families on. I know men who have had 
£150 to pay in land tax. 

Mr. SMITH: Thev must have had a good 
deal of land, then. ' 

Mr. Bebbington.] 
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Mr. BEBBINGTON : After paying wages 
and other things, they have- not had .£150 
left to keep their families for the twelve 
months. 

Mr. BRENNAN : That is the box of matches 
story over again. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: If the hon. member 
for Toowoomba will look up " Hansard," 
he will find out where the Ministeor acknow­
ledged that the reofreshment-rooms were 
charging 6d. for a tin box of matches. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The qf:wstion of 
match boxes has nothing to do with this 
motion. The hon. member must not take 
any notice of the interjections of the hon. 
m·ember for Toowoomba. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : The hon. member 
said that I stated something which was false 
last night, but everything I said was correct, 
and I can prove it from "Hansard." The­
producer should be guaranteed a living wage. 
Even to-day we have a surplus of produc­
tion. Our farmers are still working. Even 
though they have had a nine months' 
drought, they are producing more butter 
and chee-se by a long way than Queensland 
can consume. Some of the papers, especi­
ally the "Daily Standard," wrongly suggest 
that because there is a surplus production, 
prices shouid be brought down. I do not 
know what level they would bring it down 
to, but they are all for cheap food. 

Mr. WEIR: That is the doctrine of supply 
and demand. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Yes; but you won't 
apply it to labour. There is no reason for 
re·ducing the poor farmer down to starvation 
wages. vVhy is the farmer not entitled to 
a living wage 'I Why should he be made to 
supply the workers and people who are rid­
ing about in their motor-cars with the results 
of his labour while he is receiving insufficient 
remuneration? 

Mr.' BRENNAN : Farmers are ge·tting better 
prices now than ever they did before. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : The hon. member 
knows as much about that as he does about 
silos. They are getting a good price to-day 
because the Fe-deral Government are taking 
poso,ession of all the produce. 

Mr. CARTER : Commandeering it. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Commandeering it, 
if you like, but at a fair price, and that 
makes all the difference. It is a very pay­
able price, and the- farmers are satisfied. 

Mr. BRENKAN : Since this Government came 
into power. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : This Government 
have nothing to do with it; the hon. mem­
ber is talking like a school boy. Though 
ther0 is this overproduction to-day, I will 
guarantee that you could not produce a pound 
of butte•r or cheese which is going into the. 
stores for double what the farmer is getting 
for it to-day. At the present time you 
cannot bl!y chaff under .£10 a ton. 

Mr. CARTER: Nonsense. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: You supply it, the•n. 
You cannot buy it for less than that, and 
I do not know what will happen if it keeps 
dry for another two or three months; the­
conditions will then be very bad. We talk 
about the methods which should be adopted 
to make farming pay. S'ome people say 
that when we have to meet the· land tax we 

[Mr. Bebbington. 

should adopt better methods. We have 
adopted the best methods that I know of 
for preserving butter. The hon. member 
for 'l'oowoomba was talking last night about 
silos, and said he- had advocated the con­
struction of half-ton silos, but I can tell him 
that the people he was speaking to were 
pulling his leg. I am surprised at a man 
of his age going to a public meeting, and 
allowing farmers, whom he puts down to be 
the silliest people outside- the asylum, to pull 
his leg as they did. 

Mr. BRENNAN: The hon. member for Fassi­
fern said 2 cwt. 

::\'Ir. BEBBINGTON: They were pulling 
the hon. member's leg. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I would like the 
hon. member to point out to me how the 
question of silos can be introduced in connec­
tion with this motion. 

Mr. BEBBI::'\GTON: Yes; WB cannot live 
on land without silos. The hon. member for 
Toowoomba, at a public meeting--

The SPEAKER: The hon. member must 
be aware that he is advocating that the land 
tax should be either " removed or reduced" 
in connection with lands used for agriculture 
and dairying. That is the gist of this 
motion. 

Mr. BEBBIXGTON: I am giving reasons 
why it, should be removed. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber is attempting to show how little the 
hon. member for Toowoomba knows about 
silos. (Lau;;-hter.) 

Mr BEBBIXGTON: The hon. member 
has been giving the farmers advice as to 
how to make. money to pay the land tax, 
and I want to show that they can_not pay 
the land tax, and I am sure you will allow 
me to show that. Taking the hon. mem­
hcr's statement, if you grew 10 tons of 
wheat to the acre, you would want twenty 
silos to the acre. If you had a dray to take 
the stuff in, and only took one ton at a time, 
you would want two silos for every load of 
stuff you took in. You would simply have 
all silos and no farms. (Government laugh­
ter.) When the hon. member talks about 
practical men--

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber must know that there is no reference to 
silos in the motion. He will have some other 
occaoion for discussing silos, but they are 
not included in this motion. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I will show you a. 
practical way of paying the land tax. In­
stead of doing what the hon. member for 
Toowoomba advised, the practical thing is 
to do as I did-to make out a square, say 
of 18 feet, and put lOO tons in that silo. I 
am proving that, if a person has to pay the 
land tax, he cannot do it by acting on the 
hon. member's advice. Then we come to 
this question-it affects soldiers more or less 
on their settlements. A question was asked 
to-day, and the Honorary Minister, the Hon. 
Mr. Hunter, made the remark that the Go­
vernment could not give soldiers a prefer­
ence for selections, beca u!'e the land would 
be dummied. Land is not the only thing 
that is dummied. There are plenty of posi­
tions and other things that are ·dummied. 
I would like to ask the Hon. Mr. Hunter, 
who has been dummying the Agent-General's 
position for him for the last twelve months 
-(laughter)-so that any time he likes he 
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<:'an drop into it? What. is the differc"!lce 
between dummying a selection and dummymg 
a position? (Laughter.) I cannot see any 
differencP. 

The ACTING PRE)!IER : Do you say the land 
tax has been operating har,hly against the 
farmers? 

Mr. BEBBI~GTO~: Certainly, I do. 
The AcTING PREMIER: In what particular 

<Cases? 

Mr. 
plenty 

The 
them. 

BEBBI:'\GTO~: I will give you 
of cases. 
AcTING PREMIER: Give us a few of 

Mr. BEBBI:'\GTO~: I will give you a list 
of them, if you like. 

The AcTING PREMIER: You gave us a list 
la:-t year, which was absolutely untrue. 

Mr. BEBBI"<GTO:'\: To prove that I am 
<Jorrcct I had to write four letters before 
I got ~ny rcd~tction in my own land tax. 

The ACTING PRE)UER :' The statements you 
made last year were proved to be false. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I do not think so. 
The ACTING PRE;\IIER : I will give you the 

particulars. 

illr. BEBBI~GTO~: In any case there 
was big prollteering- in the hon. gentleman's 
departnwnt. and the people who paid the 
taxes should have had that monev to enable 
them to make a living·. I know' that those 
men did not make a living wage. 

The ACTING PRE)liER: v\'hy did you try to 
mislead the House la,t year by giving false 
information? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The information 
was correct. The amount might have been 
slightly out, bqt not very much. (Laughter.) 
It might have bee•n a few ponce out. When 
a man has to leave his home and go outside 
and work in order to pay the land tax, it 
does not matter whether you are a few 
pence out or not, the principle is the same. 

The· AcTING PREMIER : They were faked 
eases to bolster up a ba·d case. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: They were nothing 
of bG sort. The particulars were perfectly 
correct. The addresses which were given to 
me I gave• to the hon. gentleman. Another 
method which would enable us to pay the 
land tax is to improve the value of our 
products on the farm. Last session I sub­
mitted to the Secretary for Agriculture a 
que· tion regarding ·dried milk. I found that 
people ·down South and in New Zealand had 
a means of taking more advantage of their 
land than we had in this respect, so I asked 
the Minister to make inquiries and see if it 
could not be done here. I will give• the hon. 
gentleman's reply- · 

" Before considering the proposal for 
stimulating the dried milk industry here, 
the Queensland system of home separat­
ing- would have to be brought into line 
with the New Zealand and Victorian 
practice of separating at central depots. 
The suggestion to send an officer to New 
Zealand will be considered. The assist­
ance asked for is available under the 
Co-operative Agricultural Production 
Act." 

That is a way in which I wanted to raise 
the value of our products from the farm, 
so that the, people could pay the land tax. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. gentle­
man's motion does not deal with methods 
of raising sufficient money to meet the land 
tax. His motion is to " remove or reduce " 
it in certain cases. He must advance• argu­
ments why it should be removed or reduc.ed. 
He is giving instance,, of methods for paymg 
the land tax. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Well, if we could 
pay it. we would not ask for it to be removed 
or red uce·d. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. gentle· 
man has framed his own resolution. He 
must show, in the discussion, reasons why 
the land tax shouJ.d be removed or reduced, 
not methods for paying the land tax. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Well, the reason I 
have tried to give why it should be removed 
is that the farmer cannot make the money 
out of the land to pay the tax. That is 
also a rea ,on why it should be reduced. 

The SPEAKER : If the hon. gentleman 
confines himself to that aspect, he will be 
quite in order. 

:Mr. BEBBI:!'\GTON: We have tried other 
means of making money to pay the tax, 
and last session I asked the Secre·tary for 
Agriculture to make inquiries regarding some 
means for making more money. The hon. 
gentleman put it aside, and we were left 
to pay the· tax in our own way. I have 
spent a little of my own money, and from 
information I have received I find that what 
I asked the Minister to do was reasonable. 
The people down South have been doubling 
their incomes from the, land, and there would 
be a possibility of its being adopted in 
Queensland, only the Government would not 
assif.t us in the way they should. Another 
reason whv expenses should 'be taken from 
the land ~nd se-ttlement encouraged on the 
land is that of our national wellbeing. 
Unless WG settle our lands-unless we get 
from them the greatest amount of produc­
tion-we shall not be al;>le to meet our debts, 
and we• will not have the population to meet 
the enemy if he should come to Australia. 
The popuiation of Australia to-day is barely 
5 000,000. Just at our back door we have a 
population in Java and the adjacent islands 
of 45,000,000. 

Mr. CoLLIKS: They are under the Dutch 
Government. 

Mr. BEBBIKGTON : Yes. You can go 
there in a fishing boat. Wages there before 
the war were from Sd. to ls. per day. 

Mr. COLLINS : Do you want that in Queens· 
land? ' 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : That is close to A us· 
tralia. Our next neighbour, Japan, has a 
population of 60,000,000. 

Mr. CARTER: What has that to do with 
the land tax ? 

Mr. BEBBI::\fGTON: I say we have neigh· 
bours numbering 120,000,000 close to our back 
door, and our population is only 5,000,000. 
The hon. gentleman asks what .has that. to 
do with the l<J.nd? What a foohsh que'3twn 
to ask. I say that is <J.nother reason why we 
should le~tve the land as free as por,sible and 
leave the people who are on it to produce 
all the foodstuffs possible, and make . 1t 
poBsible for voung people to settle on 1t. 
The young )~eople are quite right. T,h~y 
will not settle on the land. and they w1.ll 
not accept the conditions wit~ which the\r 
fathers have had to put up w1th. There IS 

Mr. Bebbington.] 
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no reason why they should, when they can 
come into the cities and get employment at 
short hours with twice the pay they could 
make out of the land. \Ve haye to mako 
the conditions of life better. We have to 
take the conditions of the city, as far as we 
can, into the country, and relieve the posi­
tion of loneliness which exists. \Ye have to 
take the work of our technical colleges more 
into the country so that we can give the 
people of the country some refinement and 
some encouragement in their homes. So 
long as the Government claim their pound 
of flesh, so long as they are so extravagant 
that they h<:we to tax, to the extent of 9d. 
every man who has ls., we cannot expect 
people to liYo on the land. I knO§lw of 
several cases in which, when the Federal 
land tax is <1dded to the State land tax, the 
two together have amounted to 75 per cent. 
of the value of the land. 

T.he TREASURER: You say you can quote 
cases? 

Mr. BEBBI='JGTON: Yes. 
The TREASURER : Will you give me some 

particulars? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Yes. I will give the 
hon. gentleman particulars. 

The TREASURER: You gave me some last 
year, and the information was not correct. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The information 
which I gave the hon. gentleman was 
correct. It appearll that the State Govern­
ment will have their pound of flesh, and 
thev ought to he satisfied. The Federal 
platform of the Labour party proposes to 
do aw<J.y with the £5,000 exemption allowed 
in connection with the Federal land tax and 
to make all lands taxable. The Treasurer 
was present at the Labour conference at 
which that resolution was carried. The re­
port of the proceedings of that conference 
contains this statement-

" Mr. A. Stewart moved-' That the 
existing Federal land tax be amended to 
provide for the abolition of the present 
exemption of £5,000.' His first point 
was that the exemption had been made 
only for vote-catching purposes. With 
the bnrden of taxation now growing 
heavier on the people they should con­
sider the question of taxing all lands. 
He could not understand anybody being 
opposed to the motion. 

" Mr. Grealey seconded. He con-
tended that in the past they had robbed 
the people of the land and had taxed 
industry. The taxpayers' money was 
being spent in buying back large estates, 
whereas if this motion had been in 
operation the owners of that land would 
have been forced to sell at clwaper rates. 
If the people created the land values, 
they had a right to tax those values. 

" Mr. Farrell did not think it right 
to tax holders of omall blocks of land. 
They would have to have an exemption 
in order to be fair to the small farmer.'' 

The motion was c«rried by twenty votes to 
r.ine. I believe that the report from which 
I have quoted is taken from the "Worker." 
It was sent to me, and I have thought it 
desirable to place it before hon. members. 
I am quite sure th«t hon. members will see 
it is necessary that the land tax should be 
reduced, or should not be applied to lands 
which are used for food-producing purposes. 

[Mr. Bebbt:ngton 

The land which is used for foo-d-producing 
purposes should be kept as free <l.S possible 
from taxation. 

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani): .I have much 
pleasure in seco_ndin1;5 the mo~ron. I do not 
think anv man rn thrs House 1s more zealou& 
or more 'hardworking in the interests of the 
farmers than the hon. member for Drayton. 
Certainly this motion should appeal to every­
one who 'has a practical knowledge of the 
working conditions of the farmers in Queens­
land to-day. There is no getting away from 
the fact that, if we want cheap food and. 
prosperity, we must do our utmost to secure 
a prosperous and. COJ?.tented f~rmmg popu­
lation. Tho fa~·mmg rndustry rs the foun.da­
tion of everythmg in the way of prosperrty, 
but at the present time we see a marked 
disinclination on the part of peopl~ to go 
on the land. Farmers' sons arc seel~mg any 
other employment than that of farmmg, and. 
that is not good for the State. The reaso_n 
for this disinclination to go on the land !S 
largely becau~e the farmer feels that he rs 
particularh· srngled out for taxatwn. The 
farmer has not only to stand tj1e . brunt 
of the risks of his venture, but he rs smgled 
out for taxation by both the State and the 
Federal Governments. Farmers have to pay 
all the rates required for the maini.,,nance 
of roads in country districts, and the .gener:;tl 
public, the proprietors of motor-cars m the1.r 
tours, de., use those roads without contr_r­
buting anything towards the cost of then· 
1naint.e-nancc. I-laving regar.cl to these 
facts it seems to me that it is rather 
over' the odds to requir- · the farmer 
tu pay another tax on his comparatively 
small holding-small so far as Jt,, prn11ary 
value is concerned. Yet a hnr the farmer 
has given ycai·s and years o~ hard work ~nd 
practised much self-denial m ord~r t_o rm­
proYe his farm, he finds that h.e 1~ smgled 
out for this tax. I am not ob]ectrng to. a 
tax upon land which is used for speculatrve 
purposes, but I do agree with: the hon. mem­
ber who has m·oved the motion that,. where· 
land is held for productive purposes, rt most 
certainly should be frc,e from taxation. You 
might just as well tax a carpenter or a 
blacksmith on his tools of trade as tax 
a farm~r upon his land. As bearing out my 
contention in this respect, I propose to quote 
from the "Worker" of the lOth July last, 
as it contains some interesting remarks on 
the subject. In the discussion on the mot!on 
for the abolition of the present exemptiOn 
of £5 000 in connection with the Fe-deral 
land t~x, Mr. Farrell, of New South Wales, 
opposed the motion-

" He said that practical men had de­
monstrated to State conferences the need 
for exemption. As well tax the mechanic 
for his tools as tax the small farmer for 
the land he held. He preferred a heavier 
tax on the large.r estates if money was 
needed." 

That supports my view that where land is­
used for productive purposes it should go­
free. Another delegate, Mr. Molesworth, of 
New South Wales-

" thought the motion was going to hit 
the small farmer. If they carried the 
motion, they would have to vote against 
exemptions in the income tax. The s~a!l 
farmers were already taxed by munrm­
pal and State Governments. He doubted 
very much whether they would get the 
support of the small farmer if the motion 
was carried.'' 

Our Acting Premier, Mr. Theodore, was 
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present at that con£ erence, and he oppos·ed the 
exemption, because he thought it rather 
trenched upon his preserves. He wanted the 
producer, to be left entirely in his hands in 
order that he might impose upon them 
whatever exactions he pleased. Speaking of 
the proposed abolition of the exen,ption, he 
said-

" That would have a bad effect on the 
finances of the State. Until alterations 
were made in the Federal Constitution, 
this legitimate field of taxation should 
be left to the States." 

[4.30 p.m.] 
The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­

ber is not connecting his remarks at all with 
the motion. 

Mr. S\VAYNE: I am talking about land 
taxation. 

The SPEAKER : The motion is not wide 
enough to allow the hon. member to enter 
upon a land taxation discussion. If he will 
rea,d the motion and connect what he has 
read with it, he will be in order ; but he is 
not attempting to do that. The Federal land 
tax has nothing to do with this motion. 

Mr. SW A YNE: I am supporting the 
motion because I think that taxation upon 
productino land is a mistake in the intere -t'· 
of the whole community, and I think that 
what I have read, so far as you, Sir, have 
allowed me to read it. shows the intention 
that is underlying this taxation. vVe know 
that at the pr<>sent time the State and 
Federal Governments are faced with very 
heavv deficits. Verv heavv burdens are to 
be i'mposed upon 'the co-mmunity in the 
future, and it is evident from the Acting 
Premier's utterances a.t that conference that 
he lookR upon the land tax as the means by 
which funds can be found-to use plain 
English-for all this buying of votes that 
is taking place at the present time. 

The SPEAKER: Order! That is beside 
the question. The proposal contained in the 
motion is to do away with the pres€nt land 
tax in certain cases. 

Mr. VowLES: The motion reads, "In order 
to increase such production:" 

The SPEAKER: That is not the motion. 
The question is the removal or reduction of 
land tax " in respect to lands used for agri­
culture and dairying." 

Mr. VowLES: The object, as set out in 
the motion, is " in order to increase pro­
duction.'' 

The SPEAKER : Tha,t is not the motion ; 
that is the object; and that must be con­
nected up with the reduction of the land tax. 
The Federal land tax on all land has noth­
ing to do with this particular question. 

Mr. SW A YNE: The motion reads-
" That, in the opinion of this House, 

the prosperity of the State of Queensland 
depends upon in~rea,sed primary produc­
tion, and that in order to increase such 
produ~tion, and enable producers to 
compete in the markets of the world, the 
application of the Land Tax Act of 1915, 
in respect to lands used for agriculture 
and dairying, be either removed or 
reduced." 

In support of this motion I am showing how 
the la,nd tax is regarded by politicians as 
being a convenient source of revenue for the 
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defraying of all sorts of expenses which are 
largely brought about by our own bad Go­
Yernment. We know how hard it is to get 
money for manuring. \Ve know how money 
is needed for fodder conservation-! think 
that question has already come up during 
this discussion. \Ve are told that we ought 
to go in for silos and grow green crops for 
filling them, and, again, there comes in the 
question of the money. So I contend that, 
so far as the State r-oes, it should leave the 
farmer as free as possible from taxation, 
secure in the knowledge that the more money 
there is left in his hands the more will be 
put into production, into the farm, and the 
more the community a,t large will benefit. 
I would like to point out, from a long 
expericncP of the farming population of 
Queensland that, if by any chance the pro­
ducers have any money, it is put back into 
the land, into improYements, better stock, 
and so on. It is a wise policy, it is a good 
policY, on the part of the State Government 
to leave the fa,rmer as free as possible from 
taxation of any kind. I have pointed out· 
that he is discouraged at the present time. 
He is subject to all kinds of disabilities. 
l-Ie cannot even get his produce tra.nsported 
to market. There are strikes on .every hand, 
all with their effects falling upon him. First 
of a,Jl they are felt by the whole community, 
but sooner or later they come back on to 
him, and in the · circumstances I contend 
that it is a wrong thing to tax what we call 
the tools of production., I have no objection 
to taxation upon land that is not applied 
to productive purposes, that is held for 
speculation a,nd so on, and even-although 
I am not stressing this point now-I am not 
arguing against its being placed on pro­
perty used for distributing purposP", although 
I would like to point out that in that case 
the tax is ultimatelv passed on to the pro­
ducer. For instance, a property on which 
is built a large store has a heavy land tax 
to pa v. It is all charged to trade expenses 
and falls on the producer. It ultimately 
finds its way to the man who has nobody 
else upon whom he can pass it. All we are 
asking for is that farming lands should be 
exempt, that the farmer should go free, 
be~ause, as has been pointed out. nearly 
every other form of taxation imposed on the 
community ultimately comes back to him. 
He has to meet it in some form or other. 
I do not wish to labour this question, because 
I underetand tha,t members opposite view 
it with favour, and I should really like to 
see it go to a vote this evening and find how 
hon. members opposite will vote. We should 
then ascertain the value of the protestations. 
I am quite sure the hon. member for Mackay, 
in ·view of the large number of farmers in 
his electorate, wi 11 vote for it. I think a 
very good cacce has been put up for the 
resolution, and I have very much pleasure 
in seconding it. 

Mr SMITH (Macka11) : The hon. member 
for Drayton never loses an opportunity in 
this House of dealing with the question of 
the land tax, and it is rather interesting 
to note that the motion which he has moved 
to-day is, word for word, similar to that 
which he moved last session. A ce·rtain por­
tion of it we can all agree with, that is-

" That . . . the prosperity of the 
State of Queensland depends upon in­
creased primary production." 

One of the great problems confronting 
every country at the present time is how to 
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increase production and also how to secure 
its equitable distribution. It is rather in­
teresting to note that members opposite con­
demn the land tax lock stock and barrel on 
every possible occasion. \Ye know that this 
tax is primarily not a revenue-producing 
tax at all, looked at from the economic 
standpoint. Every leading economist of the 
past and present clay recognises that land 
taxation is the soundest form of taxation 
that any State Treasurer can place upon the 
statute-book, and anyone who desires to 
promote the best interests of the State will 
recognise that it is directed to bring about 
an equitable and just land system. We know 
that the soume of all wealth is the result of 
labour applied to natural resources. To pro­
duce prosperity in the community, to increase 
production, it is necessary to have a just 
land system, a system whereby a man will 
be encouraged to go upon the land, whereby 
land will be made available on equitable 
terms and where the intm·ests of the State 
will be conserved in such a way as to pre­
vent land speculation and monopoly arising. 
The hon. member for Dravton, in the com'se 
of his speech, made &omo very rash state­
ments. We know that at times, owing per­
haps to his impetuosity, owing perhaps in 
some cases to his lack of know lodge, he 
makes statements which, if taken seriously, 
are liable to mislead hon. members in this 
House, and, not only that, but mislead the 
general public. It is rather interesting to 
know that last session, in reply to the 
Treasurer he said that he was prepared to 
give concrete instances where the Land Ta.x 
Act of 1915 was operating harshly on the 
farmers. He repeated that statement again 
to-day and made further rash statements. I 
have here a return handed to me by the 
Treasurer which deals with concrete cases 
supplied by the hon. member for Drayton. 
One of them is as bllows :-

" 'A' put £3,000 into farm three or 
four years ago ; bad seasons came and 
sold cows; man has not earned breakfast 
off farm for whole thre-e vears. State 
steps in as first mortgagee for nearly 
£100, land tax £26 a year, with super 
tax-£36." 

That was investigated by the Treasurer, and 
the facts arc that the person r·eferred to 
made no returns under the Land Tax Act 
until he was found out, and returns for 
three years were demanded. Up to the end 
of June last he had not stated his losses 
for the years 1915, 1916, and 1917, and until 
he had done so the Commissioner could not 
go into his case. He only recently made 
application under section 46 of the Act for 
a revision, and before the Commissioner 
knew that the matter had ~en brought up 
in the House the tax for 1915 and 1916 was 
cancelled, and that for 1917 reduced to £16. 
Consequently the State only assessed him 
at £16, and not at £100, as stated by the 
hon. member. . Another case which was 
supplied to the Treasurer, w hi eh has as little 
truth in it as the one quoted, is as follows:-

••· ' B ' earned nothing out of farm for 
twelve months, not one sixpence for his 
own labour; employed two men, also 
wife and daughter, lost £30 in interest 
on mortgage; asked to pay £10 6s. 8d. 
for land tax." 

This person purchased the land referred to 
in 1917. He paid land tax for 1917 amount­
ing to £9 lls. 8d. Upon application under 
section 46 the tax was reduced to £4, and 
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£5 lls. 8d. was refunded before the Com­
missioner was aware that the matter had 
been brought up in the House, or that it 
was intended to bring it up. Another case 
is referred to as " Case· No. 3." I have the 
names in my possession. I do not think it 
is desirable to mention name-s, but hon. 
members can have them if they so desire. 
Case No. 3 is as follows :-

" This man had small farm, 40 acres; 
shire valuation, £2,050; Government 
valuation, £5,320; will have to pay £60 
for land tax; cannot make a living Ot!t 
of farm .. '' 

The reply to that is that the land was valued 
by this man himself in 1915 at £4,759, and 
in 1916 at £2,963, portion having been sold 
in the meantime. This value was accepted 
pending a valuation. In 1917 the land was 
valued by the Government Valuer at £4,962, 
and not £5,320 as stated. It will be noted 
in all cases to which I have referred that 
the hon. member for Drayton has been 
guilty of making stateme.nts in this House­
has been guilty of making statements to the 
Treasurer-which, on investigation, have been 
found to be nothing else but pure fabrica­
tions calculated to mislead the House and 
to throw dust in the eves of the general 
electors of this State. • 

GovERN)!ENT ME:llBERS: Shame! 

Mr. S::\HTH : That is the general policy 
indulged in by hon. members opposite. They 
appear to think ti1at the people of this State 
can be clecei ved for all time·. It is quite 
possible for anyone, no matter how intelli­
gent he may be, to be misled on certain 
occasions, belie·ving that public men gener­
ally spe-ak the truth; ·but when we peruse 
the statements that I have just rea:d, we 
can only come to the conclusion that the 
hon. member for Drayton, for purposes best 
known to himself, desires to mislead this 
House, the people· of his electorate, and the 
people of Queensland generally. {Interrup­
tion by Opposition members.) 

Mr. FRY: I rise to a point of order. Is 
the hon. member in order in accusing the 
hon. membe·r for Drayton of wilfully and 
deliberately misleading this House. 

A GovERNMENT ME)IBER: He has proved 
it. 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member for 
Drayton made certain statements, and the 
hon. member is refuting those statements. 

Mr. SMITH: What I have just quoted 
are from official reports handed to me by the 
Treasurer, and I will make a further com­
ment on them-

" Mr. Bebbington, M.L.A., promised 
in two cases (marked 'A' and 'B' in 
attache·d 'Hansard ') to give names of 
individuals concerned. He has not done 
so. The three names given are of cases 
where he did not specifically promise to 
give such names; where he· did so promise 
in two cases he has not done so." 

So you see my statement is perfectly correct; 
that due, perhaps, to his temperament, or 
perhaps for othe·r reasons, he rises in his 
place and makes statements which are con­
trary to the facts. 

Mr. F. A. CooPER: Why is he out of the 
House now? 

Mr. SMITH : I desire to move an amend­
ment on the motion. (Opposition laughter.) 
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I move as an amendment-
" That all the words after ' produc­

tion,' where it occurs for the second time, 
be omitted, with a view to inserting the 
following :-

It is necessary to bring land specu­
lation to an end by taxing landholders 
who are withholding land from use, 
and by scientific organisation of dis­
tribution securing to all wealth-pro­
ducers the full value of their labour." 

GOVER"'MEXT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
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been cut up ana withdrawn from the taxable 
area, thereby showing that the tax is having 
the economic effect which we claimed for it. 
We sav that land should be held for use. 
If people are withholding it from use, they 
are acting against the interests of the com­
munity; and the purpose of our land tax 
proposals is to make it no longer profitable 
for people to withhold land from its proper 
use. That is something w,hich hon. members 
opposite do not agree with; they believe in 
a system of speculation-of exploitation. If 
a man purchasE'• a piece of land, recognising 
that probably the community will grow in a 

Mr. S:YIITH : I pointed out earlier in my few years, and holds it up, he then practi-
!lpeech that, from the standpoint of political ca!ly points a pistol at the community. He 
econom1sts, the land tax is not a revenue savs to the people who need that land. 
tax; finally, it is a tax calculated to secure "Unless you are prepared to pay the price 
an equitable land system and it is one I demand I will not allow you to use it.'' 
whereby the State secures' for the purposes He takes a value from the communitv which 
of the State that value which the community he ·does not create. 'What a man has· created 
has created. \Ve know that land speculation hims<'lf he has an inherent right to; but no 
is rampant in every country in the world one has created the valne of the land; it 
to-day. vVe know that immense fortunes has been created bv the needs of the corn-
have been made by people speculating in munity, and it is just to ta;x the land for 
land. vVe know that wealth is the result of the purpose of carrying on the bus!ness of 
labour apphed to natural resources. To the communitv. I have some rather mterest-
uplift and educate society, to provide for - ing figures here dealing with. land specula-
the needs _of men and women, to provide tion in Brisbane and the. mcreased la?cl 
food, clothmg, .and shelter for the people, value, and showing how, 1f a :ommum~y 
we must have access to land. If that land Pxtends and trade and commerce mcrease m 
is held in large areas by individuals these anv particular district, the land increases 
individuals are able to exert an influ~nce in in' value irrespective altogether of anything 
the community which is detrimental to the which the owner may do. 
best interests of our citizens. To provide for Mr. FRY: vVill you give us the amount of 
~mr. ne<:ds we must hav_e acce~s t? !and; but, the profit made by the Premier ana Chief 
If 1t 1~ held by pnvate mchvJduals for Secretary in their speculations? 
speculative purpose,, you can onlv have the 
use of it on tlw terms which the iandowners 
dictate. Therefore, it means that we live 
under conditions dictated not by the State 
but b~· the land speculators. The hon. mem­
ber for Drayton referred to the fact that 
the Government of Great Britain have recog 
niscd the need of encouraging increased 
primary production, and also stated that at 
the commencement of t.he war Great Britain 
was faced with verv serious difficulties with 
regard to its focd supplies. We know that 
that W<1S so, and th<tt agriculture generally 
was very seriously on the decline for many 
years in the old country, due to conditions 
of landowning such as the hon. member ana 
his party desire to see perpetuated in 
Queensl<md to-day. Hon. members opposite 
get quite pathetic and tearful at times when 
talking about the needs of our primary pro­
ducers ; but everyone knows that the real 
champions of the wealth producers and Uw 
genuine farmers are on this side of the 
House. (Opposition laughter and dissent.) 
The hon. members for Drayton and Mirani 
referred to the farmer <tnd his difficulty in 
m€eting the land tax. Thev have not in 
mind the farmer. but the owners of valuable 
city blocks and land held in suburban areas. 
Everyone knows that only 9 per cent. of the 
revenue received from the land tax is paid 
by the farmers and agriculturists of this 
State, so I am justified in saving that, when 
they seek relief from the 1 and tax, they do 
not want relief for' thD farmer but for the 
landjobber and speculator-the men who 
care nothing for the gennine interests of the 
people who desire to produce wealth in this 
Sbite. (Opposition laughter and dissent.) 
One of the ohief effects 'of the Federal and 
State land tax up to the pr0o•ent time has 
been the breaking up of big estates. We 
know that since the inception of the Federal 
land tax, which has a very high exemption, 
a large number of the estates so taxed have 

Mr. SMITH: Take Smith's corner . i? 
Queen and George streets. That was ongl­
nallv sold for £45 5s. The Bank of New 
South vVales corner in Queen and George 
streets was sold for £25, and the present 
value of those allotme·nts is £30,000. It shows 
that, owing to the increasi'?-g population _in 
Brisbane. and the expansiOn of the c1ty 
industrially and comme~cially. the land has 
increased enormously m value, and the 
owners arc making a huge unearned incre­
ment which should by 

0 

rights have gone to 
the State. The same thing holds good of the 
picture show site at the corner of Queen 
and Albert streets which was originally sold 
for £142 and the' present value of which is 
£50,000. ' The land on which the Australian 
Hotel stands was originally sold for £40, ana 
the present value is £45,'000. The opposite 
corner was sold for £33 originally, and the 
present value is £25,000. Finney, Isles' land 
was sold originally for £22 10s., and the 
present value is £30,000. Hunter's boot site 
was £25 originally, and the present value is 
£25.000. The "Courier " building site was 
originally sold for £82. and its. present value 
is £55.000. I am not surpnsed that the 
"Brisbane Courier" objects to paying the 
land tax, and it would be well for the people 
when thev read articles in that paper de­
nouncing 'the land tax, to bear in rnind that 
when the " Courier " people write about the 
farmers' land tax they have in mind the land 
tax which they have to pay for their own 
propertv. 'fhe areas referred to are only 
36-perch allotments, and the total value of 
all the allotments between Albert and 
Edward streets, on the Finney, Isles' side, was 
only £240 originally. We see the tremen­
dous values that have been created as a result 
of the increase of population, and the need 
for carrying on industries in the State. The 
same thing holds good with regard to every 
other city and town in Queensland; We 

Mr. Smith.] 
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know that if the people of Brisbane were 
to leave the city in very large numbers, and 
there was only one-third of the present popu­
lation left, these- land values would probably 
fall back two-thirds, but the population is 
increasing, and as a result the values increase 
in like proportion. Our taxation is directed • 
to securing for the community the value 
which the community has created. Another 

important point, and one which 
[5 p.m.] vitally affects the people of this 

State, is the effect which this 
speculation in land has in connection with 
the provision of homes for the people, and in 
connection with unemployment. We know 
that values have been forced up by specula­
tors, and we have the result in Brisbane 
to-day. We have heard members opposite 
say that there are no slums in Brisbane or 
in Queensland. One only needs to look to 
what has been revealed as the result of the 
recent influenza epidemic. 'V e find that 
people are living under conditions which 
are an absolute disgrace to the city of Bris­
bane. 'l'hat is entirely due to speculation in 
land, and the fact that land valuPs have 
been forced up to such an extent that people 
have to live on 16-perch allotments; the· 
houses are built close together, in such a way 
that one can almost hear his next door neigh­
bour chang-ing his mind. (Laughter.) They 
are compelled to pay sqch a high price for 
land that they are able to build only what 
can be called hovels. 

Mr. BEBBI~GTON: I rise to a point of 
order. Is the hon. gentleman in order in 
discussing town allotments under this 
motion, which refers to land used for food· 
producing purposes? 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member for 
Mackav has moved an amendment to the 
motion: and he is speaking to his own 
amendment. 

Mr. VOWLES : I rise to a point of order. 
It appears to me that we have been getting 
a lot of evidence of values of land which 
is in use. The amendment refers to land 
that is not in use, and proposes that that 
land should be penalised. The hon. gentle­
man is talking altogether away from the 
subject. He is talking generally. 

The SPEAKER : If the hon. g<!ntleman 
is not dealing with unused land, he is cer­
tainly not in order. I thought the hon. 
gentleman raised the question because he 
did not know that an ame11dment had been 
moved. The aonendmert refers to taxing 
landowners who are withholding land from 
use. 

Mr. VOWLES: He is talking of used 
land-the "Courier" building, amongst 
others. 

Mr. SMITH: I am dealing wij;h both the 
motion and the amendment. I claim that I 
can deal with the motion and so show the 
need for th0 amendment. When I was inter­
rupted by the member for Drayton--

Mr. VowLES: You were talking about 
slums. 

Mr. SMITH : I was pointing out that in 
the metropolitan area large areas of land 
are being held up for speculative purposes. 
I have quite recently had the opportunity 
of visiting most of the suburban areas of 
Brisbane where land is held for speculative 
purposes. The effect of that is that workers 
desiring comfortable home;; have to pay such 
high prices to the speculator for that land 
that they are unable to build homes which 

[Mr. Smith. 

provide for that standard of decency which 
at least all Labour men and all humanist& 
claim to be necessary. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: My motion did not ask 
for the removal of the tax on that land. 

Mr. SMITH : The· hon. member refers to 
his motion. I am dealing with the amend­
ment. The hon. member apparently does not 
know what the amendment is. The hon. 
member is so prone to make wild statement& 
himself that he· cannot conceive of the possi­
bility of any other ho,n. member speaking 
logically and dealing with facts. 

:Mr. BEBBDiGTON : Y OL! are making incor­
rect statements now. You said you were 
dealing with both the motion and the amend­
ment, and now you contradict yourself. 

:Mr. SMITH : Another point in connec­
tion with land taxation is that it provide;; 
for a larger number of landholders than 
exists at the present time. We know that 
one of the chief ·evils in Great Britain 
referred to this afternoon is due to the fact 
that th0 biggest part of the land is held by 
private individuals, who are able to dictate 
the terms upon which the rest of the com­
munity shall have the right· to use that land. 
The hon. member for Drayton referred to 
the fact that primary production had fallen 
away in Gre·at Britain. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: No, I did not. That is 
an absolutely incorrect statement. 

Mr. SMITH : I want to point out to the 
hon. member that until quite recently there 
was no land tax in Great Britain. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Certainly not. 

Mr. SMITH: We find a state of affairs 
existing there which the hon. member desires 
to see perpetuated here. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I did not say that culti­
vation had fallen away, because it increased 
during the war. 

Mr. SMITH: The effect of land taxation 
is to bring land into its prope·r use, and 
that is the object of my amendment. I want 
to show the effects of a bad land system in 
Great Britain and to apply the moral to 
Queensland. The set of conditions which 
hon. members opposite stand for gave rise 
to the situation which now e·xists in Great 
Britain. In England, 711 persons own one­
quarter of the whole of the land, and 10,000 
persons own two-thirds. Twelve persons own 
one-quarter of Scotland, seventy persons own 
one-half, and 1,700 own nine-~enths. In Ire­
land, 144 persons own one"th1rd, 292 persons 
own one·half, and 1,942 persons own two­
thirds. Twelve persons own 5 square mile& 
in the heart of London-the Duke of Port­
land, the Duke of 'Westminster. and ten 
others. So we se•e that the conditions that 
have militated against primary production 
in Gr.eat Britain, which· have caused unem­
ployment-which is an important primary 
cause of poverty-are due to the fact that 
where no decent land tax was in operation 
the land fe.JI into the hands of a few indi­
viduals, and the people had no encourage­
ment to go in for increased primary produc­
tion. On the other hand, in Queensland we 
have a system of land taxation which brings 
land into its proper use, and makes it avail­
able. on re·asonable terms, to everyone who 
desires to go on the land. What is the posi­
tion to-day? We find that land is selling 
in many cases at a very high price indeed. 
'Ve know that fruit and sugar land is changing 
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1tands at enormous prices. That value is 
created by the community, and it moons 
that anyone• desiring to go in for farming 
has to face, first of all, a capital cost, which 
makes it very difficult ind~ed to get a. living. 
One can recognise that, if a man has to pay 
.£50 or more per acre for land, he has to 
get a ,-ery big return before he has anything 
at all for himself. If hon. members like 
the hon. member for Drayton were really 
in earnest in their desire to assist the farmer, 
they would do everything in their power to 
support this party to bring to an end land 
speculation, and enable the farmers to get 
land at r<)asonable rates, so that they would 
be able to make a decent living for them­
selves. Another thing that we should con­
sider in connection with high land values is 
their effect upon employment. We know 
that, owing to high land values in the Bris­
bane area and throughout the State of 
-Queensland, men, unless they are pretty 
fortunate and have a pretty large banking 
account, are- not able to build homes for 
themselves. The price of the land is pro­
hibitive, and that reacts on employment. 
:Men engaged in the building trade have not 
that volume of employment which they would 
ha.ve if land were cheaper. It will thus be 
seen that high land values mean high rents, 
which have to be paid by the workers, and 
thereby they increase the cost of living. It 
is not uncommon at the present time for 
workers to have to pay away one-third of 
their whole income for rent. 

Another point in my amendment to which 
I should like to draw attention is the part 
which relates to "the scientific organisa.tion 
of distribution, securing to all wealth-pro­
ducers the full value of their labour." That 
is a portion of the amendment which every 
reasonable man should shpport. \Ve know 
that at the present time distribution is very 
badly organised. There are a. large number 
of ovr·rhead charges levied by 1wople who 
are known as middlemen-people who sup­
port hon. members opposite, who dictate 
their policy. and who contribute to their 
election funds. \Ve know that agricultural 
scion< e has been brought to such a high 
degree of perfection that the problem of 
production is not so great if you have a. 
just land s.vstem. The chief thing that 
Parliament should deal with, after securing 
scientific production, is the securing of a 
•cientific ~y~tem of distribution. At the pre­
sent time the markets are largely controlled 
by spernlatcrs and commission agents. \Ve 
know that tlwy are a.ble to "rig" tbe market 
as it suits them from time to time, so that 
the price the farmer receives for his com­
moditv often bears no relation at all to 
the pi·ice the consumer has to pay. I am 
not one of those who talk very much about 
cheap food. I believe in a fair economic 
price for every commodity. I think we have 
no right to get any commodity cheap, if ib 
cheapnc~s depends upon the underpayment of 
any section of the workers who are engaged 
in the production of that commodity. So 
I say the farmer has a right to receive a 
price for his commodities which will recom­
pense him for his labour in connection with 
their production. But in between the pro­
ducer and the consumer we have a class of 
individuals stepping in who oontrol .the 
market. These people are able at times to 
create an artificial scarcity of certain commo­
dities. \V e know that it is quite a common 
thing in every seaport in the world to find 
specula.tors in food de,troying commodities, 

so that they may be enabled to maintain 
high pr;ces in the market. We find that in 
the verv year tha.t nature is most bounteous, 
when .,;;c have large supplies of the articles 
which are essential to human happiness, 
middlemen, who support hon. me;mbers 
opposite, step in a.nd rob the commumty. I 
remember an occasion of this kind some few 
Years ago when America had a record crop 
of cotton.' The cotton ring in that country, 
recognising that, if they allowed all of that 
cotton to go on to the market, pnces would 
fall to such an extent that they would have 
a. difficulty in bringing them back to the 
normal figure, decided thvt they would with­
hold supplies, and in one day they burnt 
no less than 2, 000,000 bales of raw cotton, 
with the result that many people in all pa.rts 
of the world were unable, owing to the high 
prices to purchase the necessary articles of 
clothi~g that they desired. The s_ame thin$ 
holds good with regard to eYerythmg that IS 

necessary for human wellbeing. Some time 
ago I received a very interesting statement 
illustrative of this position. My informant 
was a farmer at Maroochydore. He sent 
into the market in Brisbane a certain qua.n­
tity of bananas, and he saw those bana.nas 
sold. The price ne received was 2~d. per 
dozen. He followed the purchaser to his 
shop, and from bim he bought some ?f the 
bananas which he had produced himself, 
and was charged ls. per dozen for them. 
Thus we see that between the price the far­
mer receives and the price the consumer has 
to pay there is a great disparity. The 
middleman in this particular case received 
practically 9d. per dozen for selling those 
bananas. These speculators serve no useful 
economic purpose in the community. They 
m a v be referred to " as idle drones, gorging 
themselves to repletion at an industrial 
·feast to which they contribute nothing." 
With regard to the organisation of dis­
tribution, we know that large quantities of 
fruit go to waste every year as the result 
of unscientific methods in marketing. \Ve 
find that to be the case when fruit is most 
plentiful in the State of Queensland. Pine­
apples, oranges. and other fruit would find 
a readv market in Northern and \Vestern 
Qneen~land; but in many cases, no matter 
what a man is prepared to pay for such 
fruit, he cannot get it. Therefore, it is 
nt>ce<sary to organise distribution, so that 
we ma.v have a large production of all 
essential commodities, and may secure to 
the pro-ducer a fair price for his labour, and 
•.eo that the articles are distributed among 
the community in a way in which everyone 
will be served, and in which they will not 
be asked to pay a greater price than the 
real value of the commo-dity. Everyone must 
recognise the wastefulness of the system. 
Therefore I have much pleasure in moving 
the amendment I have indicated. 

Th" SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber has ·exhausted the forty minutes allowed 
to him by the Standing Orders. 

Mr. LARCOMBE (Keppel): I have much 
pl<'asurc in seconding the amendment. It 
affirms two things-one that it is necessary 
to bring land speculation to an end by tax­
ing landowners who are withholding land 
from cultivation, and the other the principle 
of the scientific organisation of the agricul­
tural industrv. I think that those are two 
principles wh,ich the House ought to affirm. 
In the first place, e-limination of waste from 
the dairying and agricultural industry is 

Mr. Larcombe.] 
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absolutely essential. Efficiency in methods is 
absolutely necessary. Efficient scientific or­
ganisation is governing the world to-day. It 
is governing large industrial concerns, and it 
should also govern agriculture. It is rathe·r 
unfortunate that in Australia particularly 
scientific methods are not applied to the same 
degree as they might be. I am frequently 
reading information as to what is being done 
in America. Of course-, I know that America 
has a tremendous population as compared 
with Australia, a tremendous development of 
industry, and a tremendous capital at her 
disposal. But at the same time I think that 
the methods which are being applied in 
Am0rica could, to a very large extent, be 
applied to Australia, so that the affirmation 
of the secozd part of the amendment should 
be of a unanimous nature. The Government 
realise their responsibility in connection with 
the scientific organisation of industry, particu­
larly in relation to dairying and agriculture•. 
In the Governor's Speech you will find men­
tion of Bills aiming at the scientific organisa­
tion of the dairying industry, and, if those 
Bills become law, I feel certain that it will 
mean a big step forward in the efficient 
organisation of that industry in Que·ensland. 

Before dealing with the second point, may 
I be permitted to say a few words on the 
motion, because I understand it is quite 
permissible under the Standing Orders for 
me to discuss both the motion and the amend­
ment at the same time. The hon. member 
for Drayton, in moving the motion, spoke 
about silos and g.a.ve us a dirge on the 
drought and spoke in genpral terms. but he 
certainly did not support the principle of his 
motion. He offered no evidence in support 
of the necessity of removing or reducing 
the land tax in r-elation to agricultural and 
dairying lands. I think his whole speech 
was directed to a contention which is funda-. 
mentally unsound. He was attempting to 
show that the land tax taxes industry and 
improvements. That is an unsound assump­
tion. The Land Tax Act does not touch 
improvements or industry at all. It abso­
lutely prohibits or restricts the Government 
from imposing any tax upon improvements 
or industry. 

Mr. FRY : He was showing the hardships 
which the farmers suffer. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: Yes, he was showing 
that, but he attributed those hardships to 
a cause which to mv mind is not the correct 
caus<J, that is, the land tax. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : It is only a part of the 
ea us,"". 

Mr. LARCOMBE : Th€ drought is the big 
factor. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I did not sav the sole 
cause; it is part of the cause. · 

Mr. LARCOMBE : How can the hon. 
member logically say that, when the dairy­
ing mdustry and the agricultural industry 
are in a better state than ev-er before in our 
history? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: On account of war pric<Js. 
Mr. LARCOMBE : Tho argument first is 

that the industry is going back, and, when 
we are prepared to refute that argument, we 
are told that it is in a flourishing condition, 
not due to Labour rule, but because of war 
prices. 

Mr.BEBBI!'iGTON: People ar€ leaving the 
land; they will not stay on it. 

[Mr. Larcombe. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: I shall show that 
people are not leaving the land to-day as 
compared with previous years when the 
Denham Government had control. The hon. 
member went in for a eulog:v of the F·ederal 
Government. How have th!ly treated the 
producer? I have here a lette·r in reply to 
an inquiry of mine for some information. It 
is signed by Mr. Massy Greene. I asked if 
the money received by the Federal Gove-rn­
ment in the rabbit industry was all paid back 
to the rabbiter, and this is his reply-

" A profit of, approximately, £250,000 
was realised by the Government from its 
transactions in rabbit ,kins. 

" 'I'he profits wore not handed back to 
the rabbiters." 

Is that not a scandalous bit of profiteering 
by the Federal Government-by the Federal 
branch of the Tory party? Here that same 
party talk .about fair conditions for the pro­
ducer and giving him the r·eward of his 
industry, and they have actually ma;de a 
quarter of a million out of the rabbitBrs 
and refuse to hand it back to the man on 
the land. How can a man seriously rise 
in this House and condemn Labour when 
he finds a Liberal Government is doing that? 
No other Government in any other part of 
the world would stoop to such a thing as 
that. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: What did you .do with 
the money you made out of the cattle em­
bargo? 

Mr. LARCOMBE~ The hon. memb-er is 
trying to draw a comparison where no 
parallel exists. Let me deal briefly with the 
second portion of the amendment. The first 
part-that it is necessary to bring land sp€0-
ulation to an end--seems to be a self-evident 
proposition. It is fundamentally sound. 

Mr. MoRGAN: \Vhy not give an oppor­
tunity for an expression of an opinion on 
both the amendment and the motion? 

Mr. LARCOMBE: We will get an ex­
pr<Jssion of opinion on them when the vote 
is taken. 

Mr. M oRGAN: A man may wish to vote 
for both the motion and the .amendment. 

Mr. LARCO:MBE: He can vote for the 
amendm<Jnt first and the motion afterwards. 
The amendment becomes a motion. (Laugh­
ter.) 

J\!lr. MoRGAN : The amendment 1s a direct 
negative. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: Oh! no. I >ay that it 
is a crime against ,,ociety that land should 
be allowed to be held in largo areas nght 
on a railway lino. 

Mr. BEBBI~GTO:-<": \Ve know it is. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: \V ell, if the hon. mem­
ber thinks it is, why does he affirm the prin­
ciple that the land tax is pernicious and 
injurious in its effect? It seems to me that 
the hon. member requires to read a primer 
-an A B C. of economics and agriculture­
because be absolutely ignores the most 
elementary princinles of both. \Ve have 
heard a great deal lately about increased 
railway freights. If all the land along the 
railway lines were cultivated and the pro­
duce were coming along those lines, look at 
the tremendously improved position there 
would be. Our railway lines, instead of 
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showing deficits, would show handsome 
profits. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : If it paid to cultivate 
them, they would be cultivated; but it does 
not pay. 

Mr. LARCOMBE : We want to make it 
pay, and it will pay if this amendment is 
carried, and we have a scientific applicati_on 
of the principle. Take the returned soldwr 
problem. Are we going to be successful in 
dealing with it by allowing land monopoly 
to continue in Australia? We want to make 
the land available, and to build up secondary 
industries. To-day the P"enius of the Federal 
Administration in the matter of repatria­
tion has risen only to the height of pushing 
one man out of a job to put another man in. 
That is not the policy of Labour. V\' e want 
to give every returned soldier a job, and 
every other citizen a job also; and, unless 
we have the land available, and that land 
along the lines cultivated, we are not going 
to do that. If you have that, then your 
secondary industries will spring up almost as 
a natural sequence. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: You cannot cultivate land 
unless it will produce sufficient to pay a 
proper wage. 

Mr. LARCOMBE : I am pointing out that, 
by scientific taxation and the forcing of land 
into the market, we shall be able to do that. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : No. 

Mr. LARCOMBE : The hon. member is 
too dogmatic. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : I know, as I have to pay 
the land tax. 

Mr. LARCOMBE : Because the hon. mem­
ber has to pay the tax he makPs a personal 
matter of it. Instead of giving to it a 

comprehensive consideration, he 
[5.30 p.m.] is giving to it consideration 

purely from an individual point 
of view. The question of unemployment re­
ferred to bv the hon. member can onlv be 
solved by forcing these undeveloped lands 
into use, and giving the people who desire 
to go upon them an opportunity of so doing. 

Mr. VowLES: What is the difference be­
tween scientific taxation and confiscation? 

Mr. LARCOMBE : There is a fundamental 
difference. The taxation proposals of the 
present Administration are scientific--

Mr. BEBBINGTON : With a view to confisca­
tion. 

Mr. LARCOMBE : Confiscation is pro­
fiteering, and the taking from the workers 
of their weekly wages. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: That is only confiscation 
of one thing. Yon w;mt to confiscate every­
thing. 

Mr. LARCOMBE : This Government are 
not prepared to confiscate anything. Let me 
point out how this problem of land cultiva­
tion was dealt with centuries ago. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Deal with the present, 
and let past centuries go. · 

Mr. LARCOMBE: It is a pity that the 
hon. m<>mber dDes not study history. The 
hon. member has no love for history at all. 
Take· Carlyle. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Let Carlyle alone; he is 
dead. (Laughter.) He never cultivated any 
land. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: I am prepared to wager 
that the hon. member does not know who 
Carlyle was. (Laughter.) I want to point 
out that Carlyle laid down what, tD my 
mind, is a very sound axiom. He said, " The 
best way to judge the future is by the 
past." Now, I wish tD quote what was done 
conturie·,, ago in order to make· men cultivate 
their land. Professor Freeman points out 
that we can go forward frequently by going 
back. Now, let us go back to the Dld 
Mosaic law in this respect. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : I thought the hon. mem­
ber did not know anything about the present. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: The hon. member knows 
very little, if anything. of the .present, and 
he knows nothing at all of the past. Why 
cannot the hon. member discuss the matter 
calmly and fairly? Why make a personal 
matter of it? I gave him a fair opportunity. 
He never once touched his motion during 
the whole afternoon, and I never said a 
word. The hon. member says he has no re­
gard for the past, but let him just consider 
these two sections Df the Mosaic law-

" Section 42. If a man take a field to 
farm, and grows no corn on the field, 
he shall be accused Df neglecting to work 
the field ; and he shall give to the lord 
of the field an amount of corn accord­
ing to the yield Df the district. 

" Section 43. If he has not cultivated 
the field, but has let it lie fallow, he 
shall give corn like its neighbour to the 
lord of the field. And the field that lay 
fallow he shall hoe and sow, and tD the 
lord ·of the field restore it." 

That was a very severe penalty in order 
to compel men to cultivate their lands and 
to prevent them laying it up, and we could 
not do better than act Dn Professor Free­
man's axiDm-go back to the past and com­
pel the people to do the same to-day. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: Take members of Parlia­
ment first and give them: some experience. 

Mr. LARCOMBE : The hon. member fre­
quently speaks in very contemptuous terms 
of members of Parliament. If he thinks 
so much of life on the land, why did he 
come away fmm it? Why is he here? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: To give you the benefit 
of my experience. 

Mr. CORSER : He is sacrificing himself for 
the farmers. 

:Mr. BEBBINGTON: Hear! hear! (Laughter.) 

Mr. LARC02WBE: It has been said that 
the burden of land taxation has been a crush­
ing one, and that men have been driven off 
the land. What are the facts? If we look up 
the land tax returns, we fmd that the num­
ber of taxpay0ro who paid from 4~d. to 6d. 
in the £1 was the same for the first year of 
the tax as that given in the last report. 
That s.hows that those who paid a tax of 
from 4~d. to 6d. have not subdivided their 
estates. Therefore the tax cannot have 
affected them. \Ve must impose such a tax 
as will compel those Dwners of large estates 
to subdivide their estates and let the re­
turned wldiers get the land and cultivate it. 
The tax on undevelDp<>d land produced only 
£14,000 last year. The taxable value of the 
land "as returned as £43,000,000, and yet we 
only got £14.000 from the undeveloped. land 
tax. I think, therefore, that that tax rs too 
low. and that it should be increased in ord~'r 
to cDmpel the owners tD cultivate their land. 

Mr. Larcombe. J · 
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The advocacy of this tax is not restricted to 
;Labour members, and I want to give the 
hon. member for Drayton what his own 
former leader, Hon. D. F. Denham, said. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: He never cultivated any 
land. 

Mr. LARC0::\1BE: It is very ungraceful 
on the part of the hon. member to repudiate 
his old leader. The Hon. D. F. Denham 
in speaking on this question, said- ' 

" One of the greatest misfortunes in 
our agricultural country, which has to 
depend upon its primary producers is 
land speculation, or that the best of 'our 
land should be locked up in the hands of 
~hose who hope to reap an unearned 
mcrement. 

" This Bill will tend to break up some 
of the large estates, and the sooner t.hey 
are, broken up and settled with a popula­
twn the better." 

That is a sentiment that we can all endorse 
as sound policy. One would think he was 
reading from the speech of a Labour mem­
ber. 

Mr. MoRGAN: That was not to be confisca­
tion. 

Mr. LARCOMBE : By exactly the same 
means as we propose. 

Mr. VoWLES : There was no special land 
tax in those days. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: Mr. Denham was 
attempting to pass through this Assembly 
a Land Betterment Assessment Bill which 
was fundamentally a Land Tax Bill. The 
Bill certainly did not come into operation 
but those were the sentiments expressed by 
Mr. Denham in 1904. Unfortunately, that 
measure was defeated, and it was left to the 
Labnur Government to come along and 
apply the principles of a tax that Mr. 
Denham then supported. We should increase 
the undeveloped land tax on the large estates 
and therebv secure the economical reform we 
desire-that is, the subdivision of estates 
and making the land available. It must 
be borne in mind t.hat, when we imposed this 
land tax, we also repealed the Railways 
(Guarantee) Act, ·whiah relieved agricul­
turists of an indebtedness of £250,000 and a 
constantly recurring debt under that Act. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: £50,000 was the amount 
due. 

Mr. LARCOMBE : It was £250,000, and 
there was a constantly recurring indebtedness 
which would have had to be met. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : This year ynu took 
£578,000 from landowners. 

Mr. LARCOMBE : Even if we did take 
that amount, it was community-created and 
has not injured anyone. The motion says 
that it is necessary to reduce or abolish the 
land tax in relation to cultivated land in 
order to stimulate the prosperity of Queens­
land. I gave some figures on the Address in 
Reply which showed overwhelmingly that 
during the time the Land Tax Act has been 
in operation there has been prosperity pre­
viously unparallelel in the history of the 
State. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Due to war prices. 
Mr. LARCOMBE: No; not war prices. 
Mr. BEBBINGTON : War prices are the cause 

<Jf the inflated values. 
Mr. LARCOMBE : The hon. member is 

quite wrong. If he looks at the grazing, 

[Mr. Larcombe. 

agricultural, and other re-turns, he will find 
that the tax is justified from every point of 
view. With regard to the stock argument 
about war prices, it must be remembered 
that there were thousands of men away from 
Queensland during the war, and therefore 
agriculture has been, to a certain extent, 
neglected; still, there has bepn progress. I 
would like to know if it is a fair thing to 
ask whether this tax hits the small agricul­
turists or farmers? 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : It all depends on what 
you call a small farmer. If he is a man 
living on 10 or 20 acres, it .may not, becauss 
a man cannot live on that. 

Mr. LARCOMBE : I want to answer that 
question, not in my own words, but from the 
"Trustees' Review." It says-

" To put the case another way, more 
than one-half of those liable· to pay this 
tax are mulcted in the trivial sum of an 
average of 16s. 8d. per capita per annum, 
whilst fourteen taxpayers pay an average 
of nearly £3,000 per capita annually." 

That is the complaint of the " Trustees' 
Re·view "-that more than half those who 
pay the tax are only liable to pay 16s. 8d., 
while fourteen persons are liable to pay 
£3,000. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: I am dealing with men 
who own perhaps 600 or 700 acres-the men 
who produce our exports. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: The hon. member seems 
to ignore the fact that there are certain 
provisions in our Land Tax Act which enable 
the Government to remit the tax if a hard­
ship is imposed, and we have done that. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : I did not ignore• it; I 
mentioned section 46. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: The hon. member 
passed it by with very brief reference. He 
said that there were many agriculturists 
who did not know that that sedion existed. I 
think the amount last year remitted under 
that section was somewhere about £4,000. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: There will be morE) this 
year. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: We• know that under 
the Income Tax Act a farmer can deduct 
in his income tax return the amount of the 
land tax which he has paid. Let me give 
a few figures as evidence that the land tax 
is fair and equitable. In 1917-18, after the 
tax had been in operation some years, the 
number of ratepayers in Queensland in­
creased from 20,000 to 23,000, and the total 
value of land 'ubjed to taxation from 
£31,000,000 to £34,000,000 as compared with 
1915-16. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: The land is valued too 
high. 

Mr. LARCOMBE : Those figures show 
that there is no unfairness or harshness, and 
that the tax is equitable and fair. There is 
material prosperity in the State, as the bank­
ing returns show. In fact, we cannot keep 
down the number of taxpayers nor the value 
of land, which keeps bounding up as the 
result of the policy of the present Adminis­
tration. 

Mr. CoRSER: That is against your policy­
it cannot cut both ways. You say you want 
to reduce the value of land. 

·JI.'Ir. LARCOMBE : It is not against our 
policy. The policy is sound, but the result 
has not been what it might be. 

Let me refer briefly to the question of 
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land settlement. I give the following figures 
with regard to applications accepted for 
selections for a period of four years :-

Year. 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 

No. 

2,046 
... 1,717 

1,477 
1,554 

We find what on& might term a statistical 
decrescendo. There was a constant decrease 
for four years prior to the Labour party 
coming into office. Land settlement was 
going back all the time, according to that 
return. vVhy was a more progre,csive· policy 
not adopted by our past Governments during 
the last half-century? If there were such 
grand possibilities of increase in land settle­
ment and agriculture or production, why 
was it not brought about by our opponents? 
The· onus has been thrown upon Labour to 
improve the agricultural and dairying con­
ditions of this State. When in opposition, 
I rPad an article from the " Agricultural 
Review," which pointed out that the Agri­
cultural Department in Queensland, during 
that time, was the worst administered 
department in the world. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: It has always been the 
same in that department. 

Mr. LARCOMBE : The soundness of our 
Land Tax Act will be shown by the follow­
ing figures. Taking the holdings and the 
area cultivated from 1914 to 1918 there were 
24,828, and in 1917-18 there were 25,872. The 
value of agricultural crops in 1916 was 
.£6,qoo,ooo, and in 1917 it was .£7,300,000, or 
an mcrease of £1,300.000. The butter pro­
duction from. 1914 to 1918 was 37,230,000 lb., 
and in 1917-18 it was 38,930,000 lb. The cheese 
production for the four years from 1914 to 
1918 was 931,000 lb., while in 1917-18 it was-
11,142,000 lb. 

Mr. M oRGAN: Was not 1914 a drought 
vear? ,Why do you not state that, and be 
fair? 

Mr. LARCOMBE : I do not want to quote 
any figures that can be successfully chal­
lenge·d by hon. members opposite. I am 
perfectly fair. 

Mr. MORGAN: You are taking the bad 
years against the good. 

Mr. LARCO;\IBE: Taking four years 
under the Labour Government and compar­
ing them with four y~ars of' any previous 
Government, the figun•s are substantially in 
our favour. I have the figures for the area. 
under crop for that period. I will not give 
the detailed figures, but merely the total. 
The area under crop for the period of four 
years from 1911 to 1914 under our opponents' 
rule was 2,835,253 acre,, while in the four 
years of the Labour Government from 1915 
to 1918 it wa' 2.868.304 acres, or an increase 
of 33,000 acres in favour of Labour rule, in 
spite of drought. I would like to deal now 
with the dairying establishment. exclusive 
of factories. In 1915 the value of the dairv­
ing industl'y in Queensland was £2,040,000, 
while in 1917 the value had increased to 
£3,400,000-an increase of £1,360,000. There 
are a good many things which require 
emphasising. 

Mr. VowLES: Say it over and over and 
over again. 

".Ir. LARCOMBE: Yes, as the Premier 
said. I recollect that Matthew Arnold, when 

replying to a critic, once said, "If he con­
tinues to repeat a certain argument I shall 
refuse to continue to notice it." Hon. mem· 
hers opposite are so stock-like in their argu­
ments that it would be unnecessary to combat 
them but for the faet that, if we did not 
refute them, they would go forth to the 
people as true. I am concerned about the 
electors of Keppel. They might read the 
speech of the hon. member for Drayton and 
believe him, only for the reply I am making, 
which I will circulate amongst them. At 
the last election, during the short time I was 
able to be in the eli'Ctorate. I gave an 
account of my stewardship. I referred to the 
land tax and other legislation placed on the 
statute-book by this Gm·ernment, and what 
did the people say? " \V ell done, thou good 
and faithful servant. Enter once more into 
the glory of heaven." (Laughter.) I think 
the figures I have given show eloquently, 
comprehensively, and conclusively that the 
Land Ta.x Act has been a splendid reform, 
that it has stimulated land settlement and 
agriculture, and has ·brought about general 
prosperity, and ther(! is no justification for 
supporting the motion moved by the hon. 
member for Drayton. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON: That is in theory, bulo 
not in practice. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: I will admit there ha~: 
been one decrease under a Labour Govern· 
ment-and I am speaking now of agriculture 
and not of education. The number of goats 
has decreased under a Labour Government. 
(Loud I aughter.) I want to be quite fair 
and give all the returns. In 1914 there were 
134,000 goats in Queensland., After three 
vears of Labour rule they had gone down to 
129,000. (Renewed laughter.) I would like 
to give a few reasons, in a gerteral sense, in 
support of the tax. The land tax, to use a. 
paradox, is the only tax that is not a tax. 
It is only taking for the community. the 
community-made value. Surely that IS a. 
sound proposition that might be accepted by 
even hon. members opposite. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : It is not a tax to those 
who do not pay it, like you. Others have 
to pay. 

".fr. LARCOMBE: I find, according to the 
last r<>turn, that \ve have appropriated­
although we have not quite spent-£43,000.000 
for railways and £2.775,000 for immigration, 
while we have spent £913,000 upon roads and 
bridges. The expenditure of that money has 
tremendouslv increased the value of lands 
in Que'ensland. Had it not heen for that 
expenditure, the land would not have any 
population. and without population it would 
not have any value. So, in taking the com­
munity-improved value, the Government are 
acting upon the soundest principles of poli­
tical economv. Let me remind the hon. 
member for 'Dravton what his own people 
have to say upon this particular que-tion. 
Dealing with the object of the Land Better­
ment Assessment Bill, the Hon. D. F. Den­
ham said-

" The object of the Bill is to conserve 
the interests of the primary producers 
and to provide cheaper land. Under the 
Bill the farmer is a great gainer. One 
feature of the Bill that commends itself 
to my judgment is that it checks specula­
tion. 

" Hon. E. B. Forrest: Is that desir­
able? 

Mr. Larcombe.] 
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"Hon. D. F. DENHAM: Yes, when we 
deal with land it is eminently desir­
able." 

I think that that quotation from the speech 
of the Hon. D. F. Denham, who was then 
Premier of the State, is a very strong endorse­
ment of Labour's policy, and a very strong 
buttress of the Land Tax Act. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Mr. Denham is not a 
farmer. 

:Y1r. LARCOMBE: That is a stock argu­
ment. Let us carry it to its logical conclu­
sion. If that principle held good, the hon. 
member for Dra.yton should not have any 
voice in anv matters that did not affect 

, agriculture. ·what right has the hon. mem­
ber to talk about mining or any other sub­
ject? 

~fr. BEBBIXGTON: I have no experience in 
mining, and I never speak on mining. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: Any intelligent member 
of this party, although he -is not a practical 
farmer, if he hears arguments and has be­
fore him statistics, can. realise whether the 
tax has been prejudicial or otherwise. Take 
Mr. Justice Higgins. He has not been 
connected with certain· industries, and yet 
he makes awards based upon the evidence 
given by practical men for these industries. 
I have gone round with the Public Works 
Commission and hoard the evidence of prac­
tical men, and I have been enabled to g·et a 
better idea of the conditions of land settle­
ment, agriculture, mining, and other indus­
tries in this State. (Hear, hear!) I think 
1 am as competent to form a judgment on 
this question as is the hon. member for 
Drayton, although I have not been actually 
on the land. It is, perhaps, a terminological 
inexactitude to say that I have not been on 
the land. I was on the land for one day, 
and it is quite enough for me. (Laughter.) 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : I believe that-quite 
enough. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: That was under a Tory 
Administration. The conditions· were so 
abominable that I was prepared to let some­
body else take up the land. Under the bene­
ficent Labour rule we now have I would be 
pleased to take up land, and do the be't I 
coul·d. I want to deal with the question of 
the Xcw Zealand land tax. They got 
£1,500,000 in taxation there, and prospe•ity 
reigned in New Zealand up to the inception 
of the war and con);cription. In other 
States we find a land tax has been imposed, 
and large sums of money have been. raised, 
and vet there has been no falling off in 
agric!ilture or grazing. Therefore, our oppo­
nents are not correct when thcv .blame us 
for the imposition of land taxat'ion in Aus­
tralia. We are in Queensland simply follow­
ing the policy laid down by our opponents 
in Tasmania, and in other States of Aus­
tralia. Our opponents attack the Land Tax 
Act and industrial legislation. But they do 
not aftaok the real cause of the retardation 
of agriaulture, grazing, and wealth produc­
tion-high freig-hts, the Colonial Sugar Re­
fining monopoly, and such combinations as 
those-stock arguments, it is true, but, never­
theless, correct. 

Mr. CoRSER: There is no Colonial Sugar 
Refining rn.onopoly to-day. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: We have brought in 
legislation which has given the cane farmer 
for his cane a better price than he has 
hitherto enjoyed in the history of the State. 

[Mr. Larcombe. 

Then there has been profiteering in the 
matter of freights. I find that the Adelaide 
Steamship Company, Huddart Parker, and 
Company, and the Union Steamship Com­
pany largely increased their undistributed 
profits and reserves during the currency of 
the '' ar. 'l'hesc increases were secured by 
substantial rises in freights. The farmer is 
being handicapped by high freights, by the 
high prices for machinery, by wheat rings, 
and other combinations. The prices of wire, 
iron, an•d the necessaries the farmer uses­
those arc the things that are retarding 
wealth production in the State. We find, 
according to the Interstate Commisoion's 
report dealing- with the question of wealth 
production, that in ~ielbourne big combina­
tions ha vc actually been paying rents for 
certain workshops to keep them idle, so that 
they might be able to keep down pro.duction, 
and keep up the prices. 

Mr. CoRRER: \Vhy blame the Opposition 
for all this? 

Mr. LARCOMBE : I am blaming them be­
cause they never attack the profiteer. They 
never attempt to ascertain the real causes, 
but blame the poor industrial worker. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. gentle­
man has exhausted his time. 

(At 7 o'clock, the House, in accordance with 
Ses.;ional Order, proceeded with Got•ernment 
busine.,s.) 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton): I should 
like to make a few comments on the Address 
in Reply before it goes through. At the 
outset I may say, that I am not one of those 
who think that the discussion of the Address 
in Reply is a waste of time. Like many 
other institutions, it has served a useful 
purpose. It has afforded members an 
oppa.rtunity of speaking on a variety of 
subjects w hi eh they could not discuss on 
any other occasion. It is true that a privi­
lege may be abused, but I think this privi­
lege is one which has served a very useful 
purpose. I do not agree with hon. member~ 
who characterise the debate on the Address 
in Reply as a waste of time. who denounce· 
the Address in Reply, and who immediately 
take up the maximum time allowed by the 
Standing Orders. That is an inconsistency 
which to me is incomprehensible. However, 
I am glad to have the opportunity of mak­
ing a few remarks on this occasion. I have 
listened verv carefullv to the criticisms of 
the Opposition on the Government pro­
gramme as set out in the opening Speech 
of His Excellencv the Governor, and I must 
certainly say that, if their criticisms are a 
fair sample of what we are to have en the 
Address in Repl 0', nobody need lose very 
mnch sleep on t.heir account. Even the 
leader of the Opposition, who usually is 
fairly keen and fairly stcingent in his criti­
ci?ms. made a feeble attempt in his effort 
to criticise the legislation and administra­
tion of the Government. There was one 
rather remarkable stat0ment at the close of 
his speech, where he said that Ministers were 
getting awav from a sinking ship in order 
at get~ out of the wet. As a rule, if a man 
get~ out of a sinking ship he gets into the 
wet. I do not think that statement could 



Addre88 in Reply. [14 AUGUST.] Add-res8 in Reply. 203 

have been very well thought out. The mem­
bers of the Opposition are in the wet, and 
they are likely to remain in the wet for a 
very long time to come unless there is a 
wonderful change in public opinion, which 
does not appear very probable at the present 
time. At any rate, members who sit on the 
front Opposition benches who have addressed 
the House, thinking that they had something 
with which to trounce the Government, have 
got into the wst and into the mud. Ono 
hon. member tHrew mud about. The hon. 
member for Bulimba thoug.ht he had the 
Treasurer tied up in a knot, but he tied 
himself in a knot, as he recognised immedi­
ately the facts were placed before him. W c 
know that when per.ons are giving evidence 
in a court of justice they are told that they 
must speak the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the trut.h, 6nd I think that 
injunction should apply to members of this 
House. If we are to have nothing better 
from the front Opposition bench than we 
have heard up to the present time, nobody 
need be verv much alarmed. The mover of 
the Address in Reply, as well as the 
seconder of the motion, but more particu­
larly "the mover, made sane, sensible, and 
sober s·peec.hes. The speech made by the 
mover of the motion was well considered. 

Among the criticisms which we have had 
from the front Opposition bench there was 
one with reference to the pooce terms. The 
hon. membe1· for Toowong stated that, in 
view of the struggle the Empire had gone 
through, and in view of the fact that the 
war ·was now over, the peace treaty might 
be accepted without comment. I dissent 
from that statement, because I hold ti1at in 
e.-ery assembly of men where they think 
things out for thtmselves, and where they 
'have followed the steps which ,have been 
taken to bring about the peace treaty, they 
have a perfect right-indeed, it is practically 
their duty-to express their convictions on 
the matter. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Would you .have liked 
the acceptance of the peace treaty delayed 
until you had an opportunity of speaking 
upon it? · 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: No. To all intents 
and purposes the pe<'tce treatv has been 
Etssentcd to, thoug.h it has not "been finally 
disposed of. I wish to draw the attention 
of hon. members to a statement made by 
President Wilson, who has. a right to be 
heard on this particular matter. President 
Wilson, in his much-quoted speech at Mount 
Vernon, said-

" The settlement of every question, 
whether of territory or of 'OVeroignt,·, of 
economic arrangements or of political 
relationship, shall be made upon the 
basis of the free acceptance of that 
settlement bv the people immediately 
concerned. and not upon the basis of 
the material interest or advantage of 
any other nation or people which may 
df·~ire a different settlement for the sake 
of jts exterior influence or n1astery." 

I ask any thoughtful and candid individual 
whether the SE'ttlemf'nt has been made on 
that basis or not? Everyone· knows that it 
has not been made on that basis, and I 
think it is unfortunate that it has not been 
made on that basis. I know that same mem­
bers sitting on the Opposition benches want 
to starve the German people, and to do a 
whole lot of othe-r things. Personally, I am 

not concerned about the Germans, but I 
would remind hon. ·members that it is a 
tradition of the British nation to deal gener­
ously and fairly with a conquered foe after 
they have fought against him very strenu­
ously and de·terminedly. I believ~ the sa!lle 
thing would have occurred on th1s occaswn 
if the British people had had the decision 
of the matter in their own hands, but other 
people had a say in it, and to some extent 
they have thwarted their e-ffort.s in the 
matter. For t~mt reason I certainly think 
there are some things about the peace treatv 
that :ere just a little bit disconcerting. I 
am primarily concerned with the· effect that 
it is going to have on the future. There 
are members sitting opposite who say that 
from time immemorial it has been the rule 
to· settle displjtcs by force-that is, by appeals 
to arms, and that that is going to continue 
for ever. I do not believe it. I _am opti­
mistic enough to think that the time will 
come when· even in international affairs we 
shall find a better and a simple-r and a more 
equitable way of settli',lg disputes. There 
was a time when practiCally every dFpute 
between individuals had to be settled by a 
duel; but mc·n came to the common-sense 
view that there were easier and quicker and 
certainly more satisfactory methods, and the 
consequence is that duelling has entirely gone 
out of fashion-in the· British Empire, at 
any rate, much to the credit of Britain­
and if some individuals do sometimes settle 
their differences with their fists in a summary 
manner, it is a much more satisfactory way 
than by that of being shot. I am certainly 
of the opinion that the kind of thing that 
we have bee·n experiencing during the last 
five years will not go on for ever. It may 
continue for some time, but I believe that 
eventually human natljre will cry out, and 
human nature; like most other things in 
nature, can be· trained with a little trouble 
and a little industry. It is quite clear that 
the people who took part in settling the 
peace conditions got a long way from the 
proposals laid down by President Wilso'.', 
for the simple reason that they thought 1t 
was necessary for the·ir own safety and in 
their own interests to settle those conditions 
in such a way that difficulties would not be 
likolv to arise again. And yet, is it not a 
fact "that the Germans in 1871 thought they 
were settling the war with F,rance• in such 
a way that she would never rise again? 
And do£>1 not evervone admit now that they 
then sowed the seed the harvest of which 
the•y have been reaping during the past four 
years, althol!gh th~ con~itions' which th-:y 
imposed and the d1fficultws they placed m 
the way of Fran<:e's recovering and taking 
her place amongst the nations of the world 
were such that nobody-or very few pe•rsons 
-thought France would ever recover? The 
harve,t has been a bitter one, and it does 
seem a pity that we sh9ul:d take the- risk. of 
,.owing the seed of a s1m1lar harvest whlCh 
we or our children may reap in the future. 
The point is that we are told that, although 
th~ war is over and the peace• treaty has 
been signed, the next thing we have got to 
do is to settle down and prepare for the 
next one. If it is so, it is a very sorry 
state of affairs. If that is the· only outlook 
f~r the nations after five years of war, it 
is quite plain that civilisation is going. to 
be wiped off the face of the earth. I belreve 
that there is a better way out of it than 
that, and I am optimistic enough to thin}<:· 
that a be·tter way will be found. If not, 1t 
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means that the burdens placed on the backs 
of the people as a result of the past war 
and the burdens involved in preparing for 
the next war will certainly crush the life out 
of every nation on the earth. (Hear, hear!) 
I am frankly of the opinion that if the 
League of Nations comes into existence, one 

· of its first duties and one of the first things 
it will do will be to modify some of the 
conditions impo.sed; and if it does that and 
no more, it will rende·r conspicuous service 
to humanity. and earn for itself the everlasting 
thanks of the nations of the earth. If it 
does not, I still have another hope-that is, 
a league of the common people-a league 
of the rank and file of all the nations of 
the world, who will certainly have some­
th~ng to say, and will certainly do some­
thmg more than they have done up to the 
present time. So I am not without hope. 
" Hope springs eternal in the human breast," 
and I think it is a comforting hope 
that is expr<•,sed in the Speech in that 
direction. I am satisfied that, if the jingoes 
and the powers that be in the various coun­
tries do not do something, the people of the 
Yarious countries and nationalities will do 
something in that direction. My. reason for 
thinking so is that they can see that, although 
the armistice was consummated on the basis 
of the fourteen points laid down by Pre·si­
dent Wilson, immediately the allies got the 
opportunity-immediately they got to be top 
dog-the selfish interests and instincts of each 
and every one· of them began to show them­
selYes. And amongst them were some for 
whom we have had a great deal of sympathy. 
When the German steamroller went over 
Roumania, I am certain that everyone sym­
pathised with her, and regretted that her 
fate was so hard and harsh, and yet at the 
pn:sent time she is practically ignoring her 
allies and takmg a course which she thinks 
is best for her,e.Jf, but which will in all 
probability, prove to be just the very' reverse. 
I believe that the people will do something 
to prevent that sort of thing, and my reason 
for thinking so is that the people at the 
present time, who have been in the midst 
of th" maelstrom and who have known a 
great deal about it-the British working men 
-are. beginnin!i to ask other people a few 
que·.,twns. Durmg the course of the inyesti­
gations of the Coal Commission in Great 
Britain. some •of the lords and other persons 
who draw large rent rolls from land from 
the people were asked, in all probability 
s:nne of the most point<:>d and pertinent ques: 
tJons the·y '1\'ero ever asked in their lives 
and in their answers they cut quite a sorry 
figure. P1~obably i~ was the first time they 
had been m the Witness-box; and to be in 
·~he. '; itness-box and to be examined by an 
md1vidual whom, under ordinary circum­
stances, the·" would regard with contempt, 
but who evidently had a deep and true know­
ledge of what had taken place in the past 
and was taking place in the present must 
have been such an experience that' I am 
snre a good many, if not all of them, were 
glad when they got out of the witness-bax · 
and the revelations that were made in cm;­
nection with that coal commission of the 
conditions under which men lived and moved 
and had their being, brought up their fami­
lles. and 1lnder which their fathers died and 
wPnt to the place appointed for them 
reYeale·d a state of things almost incredible: 

. I know the conditions that existed in a great 
many of those mining districts thirty years 
ago, and I scarcely thought that thirty years 
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could go by with so little change as has 
taken place in those localities. It is a well­
known fact-it is admitted now, because i£ 
has been eetablished beyond repudiation­
that some of the men who wont away to 
fight for their country and for their hearths 
and homes, lived in homes that were not fit 
for dog kennels. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Not as good as dog kennels. 

Mr. vYINSTANLEY: Sotpe dog kennels 
are much better, and it is a disgrace that a 
countrv that is so rich as Great Britain 
should. have its people housed in such build­
ings, and existing under such conditions. It 
is not much wonder that they were told 
that thev could not run an Al nation with 
a "C3". population. It is not the fault of 
the people themselves, but the fault of the 
surroundings in which they live; and for 
this reason those people have been asking 
some very pointed and some very pertinent 
questions. Promises were made to them when 
they went away, and they are now asking 
for the fulfilment of those promises. When 
they get an increase in wages of a few 
shillings a week they find that not only is 
that increase passed on to the consumer, but 
a fairly solid profit is passed on also. The 
consequence is that they have been using 
some rather strong means to assert their 
power and influence in this direction. It is 
an admitted fact that perhaps never before 
in the history of the world was the spirit 
of unrest, the spirit of discontent, and the 
cpirit of dissatisfaction so prevalent as it is 
at the present tim.o. Hon. members sitting 
opposite are trying to convey the idea to 
the people of this State that the unrest in 
Queensland is due to the fact that there is a 
Labour Government in power. If discontent, 
dissatiofaction, and unrest were greater here 
than in other countries, there might be some­
thing in their argument; but as a matter of 
absolute fact this unrest is world-wide. There 
is no nation at the present time, either east 
or west. that is free from it, and the con­
se(1uence is that everywhere everybody IS 

suffering to a greater or lesser extent. 
Mr. MGLLAN: It is so even in Japan·. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY: Japan is no excep­
tion to the common rule. I can safely say, 
without fear of contradiction, whether we 
look at it from a Commonwealth view or 
whether we take a wider purview of it, 
that there is less unrest and less dissatisfac­
tion at the present day in Queensland, where 
there is a Labour Government in power, 
than there is in any other State or in any 
other country, whatever kind of Government 
they may have, or however they m.ay be 
governed. I certainly think the Labour Go­
vernment of Queensland, with all their faults 
and failings, is to be congratulated that 
under such extraordinary and such abnormal 
conditions as have prevailed since they have 
been in power, things are as good as they 
are. I certainly think that one of the causes 
of this unrest is the fact that, while men 
have been getting increases in their wages, 
they find that they are very little, if any 
better off, than they were previously. Wages 
have been increased, but prices have been 
increased also; and they are beginning to 
find out, perhaps by the only. way that work­
ing men do find things out-that is, by bitter 
experience, that money wages and real wages 
are two entirely different things; that it is 
not only a question of how many shillings 
or how many pounds they may get in the 
shape of wages at the end of the month or 



Address in Reply. [14 AUGUST.] Address in Reply. 205 

the end of the fortnight, as the c.ase may be, 
but what those shillings or those pounds will 
purchase in the shape of food, clothing, and 
shelter. They are beginning to ask how it 
happens that, after all they have suffered, 
and aftAr all the sacrifices they have made, 
that they should receive so little recompense 
for their labour. I know hon. members 
opposite say that ther'i) is no such thing as 
profiteering. There are none so blind as 
those who won't see. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES : We did not say so. 

Mr. WINSTA-:-.;LEY: If a man cannot 
see that profiteering is going on at the pre­
sent, well, he i blind, and blind indeed. 

::\fr. VowLES: Who said that? 

Mr. WI2'JSTA:'i"LEY: It has been said by 
members oppositE. I know one hon. member 
said that, if there were profiteering here, 
he was out to fight them. As a matter of 
fact it has been said by others that there 
were no profiteers, and that the profits made 
at the present time are only normal. Any­
body who takes the trouble to look around 
musi; be forced to come to the conclusion 
that abnormal profits have been marle, and 
that, while the worker~ of the civilised world 
have been in the battlefield fightin;:( the 
battles of their respective countriP9, some of 
the people left at home have been lev.• ing 
blackmail on others who stayed at home 11l.~o. 
About that, there is no question. I cer­
tainly think this is one factor in brin;;;i•.lg 
about present unrest; but I do not think 
it is the only factor. There is something 
deeper and something wider-something, 
perhaps, of rnore importance than either 
wages or conditions in connection with the 
industrial unrest which exists at the present 
time. Men are beginning to feel that for 
too long they have been regarded as part 
and parcel of the machines that they work ; 
that they have been regarded as mere hands 
from whom must be obtained the greatEht 
amount of. wealth possible-and that they 
have received nothing like an equitable share 
of what they produce. The consequence is 
that they are beginning to feel, and to ex­
press their feelings as well as they can. 
They say that they must have a greater 
interest in the industries in which they are 
engaged than they have had up to the pre­
sent time. A Labour leader in England, 
speaking quite recently on this subject, 
divided it up into six different divisions; 
and it would be a very easy matter for me 
to develop those six divisions and make a 
speech on them, which would take all the 
time allotted to me at the present time; but 
it seems to me that it would be well worth 
while just to give the headings themselves 
for other people to see, and for other people 
to study. He said-

" Six principles had ben laid clown, 
which provided a sound basis of indus­
trial unity; (1) Autocracy in both Go­
vernment and industry is dead." 

Well, if it is dead in governnwnt, it cer­
tainly is not dead in indust1_v, but I hope 
it is dying. I certainly think industry is 
going to be democratised, and that those who 
are engaged in industry are going to have 
a better interest in it than they have at the 
present time. 

" Some means of studying the psycho­
logy of the men concerned and of inftn­
ing into industry both soul a.nd humanity 
must be found." 

It is practically admitted that there is not 

much soul, that there is not much humanity, 
in industry at the present time. It is a trite 
saying, particularly in connection with 
limited liability companies, that they have 
neither bodies to be kicked nor souls to be 
damned. I know there are exceptions to 
eyerv rule, but it does seem to me that they 
ncvc'r seem to think that their work people 
have got souls, or that there is anything 
huma.n about them. They are regarded as 
part and parcel of the producing mach!nery, 
and must be got to produce the maxmmm 
amount for the minimum amount of pay. 

" Any industry worth carrying O:'­
should prO\·ide for the decent necessr­
ti<; of those employed in it ancl some­
thing over those necessities." 

That is particularly apropos at the pre,·ent 
time when the question of accommodation for 
seamen is so prominent. I do not think 
anyone who has travelled at all on the sea 
would stand up and say that the accommoda­
tion provided in the bulk of either ocean­
going ships or coastal ships is auything like 
adequate, or anything like fit for human 
beings.. l-Ie goes on to say-

" Any problem which in the past was 
con,idered as belonging to ono side only 
must in the future be considered by both 
sides, and both sides must view it from 
the same side of the table at the same 
time. The emplovers must recognise that 
in the past the' employed got nothing 
but what they forced bv fighting, and 
are therefore extremely suspicious of any 
movement on the part of the employers 
that se~ks to deal with them in a more 
liberal spirit. 

" The employed must recognise that, if 
they are to take any pa.rt in the policy and 
control of industr~', they must also take 
'ome of its responsibility not of necessity 
financial, and must stop sitting on the 
fcnc<e. They must also equip themselves 
for such responsibilities." 

I think, as far as the old country is oon­
ccrnorl, that the workers have shown, and 
have shown very conclusively and very dis­
tinctly, that they can equip themselves, and 
that theY can look aftBr industries if they 
only got' the chance. One, perhap", striking 
<'xample in that connection is the institu· 
tion known a.s the co-operative society in 
the old country-an institution controlled and 
managed exclusively by working men and 
women-an institution which has been built 
up by them, and which had a turnover of 
something like £120,000,000 per annum just 
previous to the war-which pays dividends 
to the people who are interested in it as well 
as doing an exceptionally fine amount of 
educational work and propaganda work, and 
which, at thn cc"c"'t rlcntion rcturn<'d some 
of its members to .Parliament there to advo­
cate the principles of co-operntion. In this 
connection I think that the workers have good 

grounds for the stand which they 
[7.30 p.m.] have taken, anrl for insisting, as 

I hope they will continue to in­
sist, on having a bigger say in the industries 
in which they are engaged. 

The Governor's Speech has something to 
say with regard to profiteering. It is some­
thing which I think needed to be said; it 
is very timely, and its truth has be<:'n provccl. 
There is no que,;tion that profiteers have been 
at work. A prominent politician some years 
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ago, in talking about this class . of people, 
used the following words about them:-

•' Whose God is their greed, whose 
devil is thoi r need, and whose heaven is 
to buy in the cheapest and sell in the 
deare't market." 

There is not the slightest doubt about that. 
As evidence of what has been taking place 
in the old countries of the world and in 
Australia, I wish to make one or two quota­
tions. In the course of a recent speech in 
Glasgow, the Prime Minister, Mr. Lloyd 
George, drew a distinction betwixt the mak­
ing of legitimate profits and profiteering, 
and gave expression to very severe remarks 
regarding tho latter. He said-

" The profiteers, however, do not mind 
platform attacks nor new•;paper attacks; 
the only form of treatment they have 
any mal respect for is the imposition of 
stiff taxes on their profits. 

" CAPATILIST INTERESTS ENRICHED. 
" It is admitted that nothing has 

created deeper unrest among the indus­
trial population than the fact that 
capitalistic interests have been enorm­
ously enriched by the war. On the whole 
they have not only preserved the level 
of profits attained previous to the war, 
but in a great nu'mber of instances war 
profits have exceeded their peace profits 
by immense amounts. 

''It is notorious that there have been 
speculation and gambling in supplies. 
Kat even the food of the civilian popu­
latwn has been free from the activities 
of tho exploiters. The submarine menace 
of the enemy outside tho realm has only 
strengthened the grip of speculators 
posing· as patriots inside. The effect of 
the British navy clearing the seas of 
enemy shipping is well known; it is 
writ large in the balance-sheets of prac­
tically every shipping company. Owing 
to the fact that the Government took 
over only part of the merchant service 
at guara-nteed and adequate rates agreed 
on by the shipowners themselves, and 
left free otlwr ves,els. merchants, and 
traders, competed for the freight to an 
exccssi ve extent." 

An hon. member opposite 'tated last night 
that shipowners had not put the freights up 
-that the rates of freight were the same 
novv as in pre-war times. 

Mr. ELPHINSTOCI!E : On the co<~st, I said. 

11r. WINST ANLEY : The Admiralty took 
over, practically at the shipowners terms, 
the ships that were levying as much freight 
as thcv could possibly get from those who 
expected to use the vessels. That is borne 
out by this statement made by ::\fr. Lloyd 
George-

" There is no doubt whatever that this 
exploitation has been one of the chiAf 
causes of the enorn1ous advances in 
prices It is admited that prices would 
have advanced as a direct consequence 
of the war in any case, but the fact 
that profiteers have had practicall1 a 
free hand i~ nothing short of a crime 
ao-ainst the community. The high prices 
h~ve told heavily against large num­
bers of the poor people with compara­
ti,·elv small fixed incomes, as well as 
the :,vives, widows. mothers, and other 
de-1endents of soldiers and sailors. The 
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strongest exception is taken to the 
sacrifice of one class being used for the 
enrichment of another, and while this 
feeling is particularly keen in regard to 
food supplies, there is a very widespread 
conviction that in respect of many other 
commodities, such as steel, shipping, 
chemicals, wool, oil, rubber, and the 
like, the nation has been heavily 
plundered during the past three years." 

Then some examples are given of where this 
is taking place-

" PROFITS oF MEAT CoMPANY. 
"A recent balance-sheet published by 

the British an-d Argentine Meat Com­
pany showed that the profits of this 
concern rose from £67,000 in 1914 to 
£411,000 last year. and it would seem 
that the l<~tter profit was declared after 
meeting special war taxation. 

"\Vo give almost at random some facts 
and figures in regard to profits which 
we think justify the demand we are 
making. We are not a" are that the 
figures are in any way exeep~ional, ":nd 
we do not quote the firms m questiOn 
as being worse than othern, but merely 
as justifying the need for all-round 
inquiry. 

" At a recent meeting of JYiessrs. Lip­
ton, Ltd., the deputy chairman was able 
to announce a trading profit of £441,184. 
He declare·d this to be-' The highest 
recorded in the history of the company, 
despite the fflct that' they had had to 
overcome unprecedented difficulties in 
trading owing to war conditions. A 
profit of £258,530 remained to be carried 
to the balance-sheet; in other words, 
thev had more th<1n doubled their last 
vcaor'··· profit at a cost of an increase of 
iess than one-twelfth on last year's ex­
penses.' 

" The Burmah Oil Company, which is a 
Glasgow-controlled firm, showing a traq­
ing profit in 1915 of £991.700, and_ thrs 
rose in 1916 to £1,428,600. Ordmary 
•dividend free of income tax was paid 
for 1916 to the extent of £571,500, at 
the rate of 30 per cent." 

There is quite a number of examples of the 
same kind that have influenced to some 
extent prices even _in this cot!ntry .. Here. is 
just ancther <>ne m connectiOn wrth shrp­
ping-

" MOXEY IN SHIPPING. 
"At the annual meeting of the Nitrate 

Producers' Steamship Company, Ltd., 
held on Thursday, 14th June, 1917, Mr. 
John Latta, chairman of t.he company. 
said: ' Shipo\Yners have been accu~ed 
of givino- more attention to makmg 
inor-dinat~ profits than to serving the 
nation. I resent this imputation.' He 
then said that it gave him plear.ure to 
propose that dividend at t.he rate of 15 
per cent. be paid for the final six months 
of the financi<~l vear. together with a 
bonus of 15 per cont., both free of in­
come tax, and that the following appro­
priations be made :-Reserve for depre-
ciation £50.000; genNal resorv<', 
£50,000: deferred building fur;~. 
£38,076; and carried forward, £8.370. 

It se(•ms to m•' that there are ample grounds 
for the statements which have been made 
that there is profite0ring in this connedi'?n 
all over rho world. \Ve have not escaped m 
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Queensland. On,, of the difficulties we have 
laboured under has been that shipping for 
some time past has been practically at a 
standstill on the Queensland coast No pains 
have been spared in Opposition circles to 
put the responsibility and the blame on the 
present Labour Government for what has 
taken place here. The Goyernment have 
not control over shipping; but that does not 
matter. If hon. members on the other side 
·can get people to believe it, it is all that is 
nccesoary for them. It is well known that 
the conditions with regard to food in North 
Queensland have been anything but satis­
factory for the past two months. During 
that time the people have been practically 
Dn rations, and have not had enough to eat. 
I want to say that whoever has been in 
charg·e of the Government on this side­
whether it was the Treasurer when the Pre­
mier was away, or the Acting Chief Secre­
tary-has left no stone unturned and spared 
no effort to keep shipping going to supply 
the people in North Queensland with food­
stuffs. 

GoVERN:I:!ENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. WINSTANLEY: I want to say also 

that the Federal Government, instead of 
doing their best to help them in that direc­
tion have done quite the reverse, and on 
more than one occasion have blocked what 
would have been successful action on our 
part to keep shipping going and the people 
Df North Queensland mpplied with food. As 
an evidence of how much concern they have 
for the people in the north of Queensland, 
before I loft a boat came from Brisbane to 
Townsvill<' which was expected to bring 
a fairly substantial cargo of flour. In ordin­
ary times the bakers carry fairly large stocks. 
The bakers on Chart' rs Towers claimed 
to have at least two months' stock of flour 
Dn hand regularly. Owing to short shipping 
they had got down to bedrock, and were 
waiting for shipments to come along so that 
they could get the flour made into bread 
and serve it to the people. The ship even­
tually came along, and on arriYal at Towns­
Yille. was found to have somewhere about 
187 hogsheads of beer, a large consignment 
of bottled beer. 200 or 300 tons of malt, and 
qu ito a large consignment of sugar for the 
brewery· and there were onlv 50 tons of 
flour on' board! " 

Mr. KIRWAN: Ono ship went north full 
of barbed wire and beer. 

Mr. \VINSTANLEY: The Government 
haYe been blamed for the cargoes on these 
particular ships, but they had practically 
nothing to do with it. Two .or three ships 
arrived with similar cargo. It was stated­
and .I think with a good deal of truth-that 
even the waterside workerB at Townsville 
threatened that, if the same thing occurred 
again, instead of putting the cargo on the 
wharf, they would put it in the cre~k. 'I'hat 
\VDuld have been the best place for it. When 
the Federal Goyernment consent·ed to allow 
the " Chillagoe " to go, she was loaded up 
with a cargo for North Queensland. The 
members of the Queensland Gov-ernment 
asked that that ship should take at least 
1,000 tons of flour. She had .a carrying 
capacity of 1,500 tons. I was trying to get 
20 tons for an indivi·dual up there. The 
Brisbane Milling Company were exc·ep­
tionally courteous, and did all they could to 
help me. Eventually I found merchants 
who were prepared to supply the flour. I 
know others who were in the same position 

as I was. When thev went down to the 
shipping company and asked about space 
they were told there was no space available­
that it had all been allotted-and these con­
signments were- not accepted. Instead of tak­
ing 1,000 tons of flour, that ship did not take 
500 tons. It certainly took 1,000 tons of what 
were said to be foodstuffs, but they were what 
p·eople should have managed without-what 
would be regarded as luxuries beyond the 
roach. of a great many. 'When people went 
there and asked for space, they wer·e told by 
the shipping company that they were run­
ning the ship and putting· the cargD in it, 
and not the Government, and they were 
sending what their customers, the merchants, 
wanted. Such a thing is nothing less than a 
public scandal at such a time. People have 
been practically starving from that time to the 
present. Although every effort has been 
made-I know two boats have gone up-even 
now people· in many of the northern and 
north-western towns are practically starving 
for food. Some merchants have no hesitation 
in putting the " screw" on bo their fellow­
members if they take it upon themselves to 
retail their goods at anything like fair prices. 
Prices are fixed, I believe, about every fort­
night. On one or two occasions members of 
.the merchants' association have taken it 
upon themselves to sell their goods at what 
thev thought a fair profit. Immediately 
the}· do that they find that something takes. 
place which is not to their advantage. I 
have in my pocket a letter which gives an 
instance that occurred quite recently. A 
merchant who is ell knm1 n in Brisbane 
and Xorth Que<ensland, who is in a position 
to get his goods as cheaply as, and perhaps 
cheaper than, anybody else, took it upon 
himself to fix his own price and sell to the 
people at what he thought was a fair and 
reasonable rate. The next week his goods 
·di·d not come along; they accidently got 
lost somewhere. Of course we know how that 
kind of thing happens. At the present time 
50s. is the price for a bag of maize; potatoes 
ar·e 14s. per quarter; and the price of other 
conimodities are at the same rates. These 
people fix prices which are not fair and 
reasonable, but sometimes are 100 per cent. 
ov-er the ordinary market price. \V e do 
not need to go very ·far from home to find 
profiteoring and people putting the " screw " 
on to others who want to do the fair and 
just thing. A great deal has been ;.aid in 
connection with arbitration, direct action, 
and a lot of kindred subjects. Nobody on 
this side of the House has enr thought 
that the last. word has b•'en said so far as 
arbitration is concerned. The Arbitration 
Act, like other Acts, has been made by 
human beings, and it has frailties; but I 
think it is an unwise thing to destroy any­
thing simply because it does not come up 
to exnectations. As a matter of fact, there 
is no 'getting away from arbitration. \Vhen 
people say they will have nothing to do with 
the Arbitration Court, and will not recognise 
its awards, they have to get somewhere with 
somebodv and do what is, aftet all nothing 
more or 'less than arbitration before they can 
get a settlement. Whil·c the Act may not 
be ncrfect, it is better to trv and make it 
perfect, and certainly not tQ clestroy it until 
we have something else to take its place. 

I now want to touch on health matters. 
The hon. member for Oxley last night spoke 
in rather a sneering manner ab mt the ex­
pense the Government had incurred in con-
1lE•ction with the influenza epidemic. I think 
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the Government a.nd the Health Department 
are to be commended for the efforts they 
made and the work they did in trying to 
keep Queensla-nd clea.r of the disease. Al­
though they did not succeed, it is to their 
t'redit that we had a. much less virulent type 
of the epidemic here than they had in other 
places. The precautions taken a.nd the efforts 
put forward in quite a number of directions 
minimised to a great extent what might have 
been a very deplorable epidemic. I think 
they are deserving of the commendation not 
only of the members of this House, but of 
the people outside. I hope the time is not 
far distant when medical oflicers from one 
end of the Commonwealth to the other will 
be public servants and be at the disposal 
of thg community, not merely to cure people, 
but to devise means for keeping them well­
because prevention, after all. is better than 
cure. In aJ1 probability, if their incomes were 
assured and the} had some leisure, they would 
render services in other directions which 
they do not render at the present time. I 
am glad to see there is on the Government 
programme such a thing as unemployment 
insurance. It was said last night that it 
was a disgrace to a. young country like 
Queensland that such a measure should be 
necessary. \Vhether it is a disgrace or not. 
certainly it is an absolute necessity. I am 
gl.cd to know that the Government are going 
to increase employment for men on the rail­
ways, particularly on the ='Jorth Coast Rail­
way. To have unemployed people is, in my 
opinion, the most disastrous thing that can 
happen to a young country. There are three 
factors in production-labour, land, and 
ca.pital. \Vorkers have only got their labour. 
They have not got the land, and one of the 
difliculties in this country, as well as in 
other countries, is that men who would em­
ploy themselves on the land cannot do so 
because the land is inaccessible to them. 
Therefore, F{)!nething of the kind proposed 
by the Government should be carried out. If 
a man has a right to life, to liberty, and to 
the pursuits of happiness, he certainly should 
have a right to work; and I think it is the 
duty of the Government to see that every­
body in the community is usefully employed. 
(Hear, hear!) You cannot get away from 
the fact that if men cannot get work they 
have to be fed. My experience of men is 
that they are not looking for food without 
having to work. They are not looking for 
benevolence or for charity,. but want work 
in order that they may earn their livelihood. 
It is a dead loss to the community to have 
men unemployed, and it is certain'!y a dead 
loss to the individuals themselves. Nothing 
deteriorates so. quickly as an unemployed 
man; he deteriOrates mentally, morally, and 
physically. Therefore. I hail with a good 
deal of pleasure the proposed introduction 
of a, Bill of this kind. I would remind the 
House that the Government acted verv suc­
cessfully when a large number of men in 
Northern Queensland lost their work owing 
to the closing of the copper mines. They 
provided work for those men at half wages, 
and the work offered bv the Government was 
accepted by the men: The action of the 
Governm<?nt in this instance has been fol­
lowed with encouraging results, and, if the 
principl,e acted upon in this particuiar case 
can be applied to widqr areas embracing 
men who are capable and willing to work, 
I am sure the results will be beneficial to 
the community. \Ve ought to remember that 
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there are quite a number of men besides the· 
ordinarv workers who live on the community 
and practically render no service for what 
thev receive from the communit;·. However, 
I hold that the Government deserve common· 
dation for their enterpriFe in this matter, 
which will be appreciated by those who have 
been able to take advantage of that enter­
prise. 

A good deal has been said about the Go­
vernment being profiteers, and at the same 
time complaint has been made of their failure 
to make their enterprises pay. The two 
statements are scarcely reconcilable, but hon. 
members opposite say \vhat suits them on 
the impulse of the moment. If an enterprise 
undertaken bv thP Government does not show 
a profit, they' say that is due to bad business 
management and to incfliciency and incapa­
city on the part of the Government servant.'. 
If the cntprprisc does show a profit, then 
thev my the Government are profiteers and 
are" ],.vying blackmail on the communit.'. 
It is no use trying to satisfy or convince 
per·,ons wh.o express such opinions. I cer­
tainlv think that, so far as the State enter­
prise's are concerned, up to the present time 
the Government have no r(;ason to be afraid 
or ashamed of the result~ which thev have 
achieved or will achit've. · 

\Vith reference to the· iron and steel indus­
try, a good deal of complaint has been made 
against the Government because they have 
taken some timq to get all the necessary 
information before launching that enterprise. 
In the case of an enterprise of the size and 
importance of iron and steel works, a Govern­
ment WOLJid be nothing less than mad if they 
did not ascertain to the very fullest extent 
what their opportunities and prospects are. 
I think the Government are to be commended 
rather than otherwise for making the fullest 
investigations possible with regard to our iron 
ore deposits, supplies of fuel, flux, and site. 
ThPv have also to consider the means of 
asseinbling all thosP things together in such a 
way as will make the enterprise successful. 
The GovNnment have not been unduly 
cautious in the matter, and there is no ground 
for condemning them for the apparent delay 
which has taken place in starting the enter· 
prise~ It is one of those matters which 
needs to be very carefully thought out before 
they take steps to establish the industry. 

Referring now to another matter, I think 
the Government deserve commendation for 
taking some steps in connection with reaf­
forestation. The destruction of timber that 
has taken place during the past few years 
has gone on -to such an e'Xtent as to show 
that, unless some means of reafforestation 
are adopted in the near future, timber will 
not be as plentiful as it is even at the present 
time. The way timber has been destroyed in 
the past in Queensland is nothing less than a 
scandal. Forests have been felled, or set on 
fire and destroyed, simply because there was 
no market available for the timber, and 
people could not get a reasonable price for 
it. Queensland has remarkable tra.cts of 
forest country containing splendid timbers 
of all descriptions, but we shall lose much 
of our supply if somPthing is not done• to 
preserve our forests. Therefore, I am glad 
to notice that the Government are taking 
steps to see that timber reserves are not 
wasted ; that trees are not cut down use­
lessly, and that some provision is made to 
secure a full snpply o£ all the timbers that are 
necessary for our industries. The Gov<>rnment 
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;1n~ (l .o ro bP c·OJllllH'lHi(•d for thPjJ• pro­
po:-;al iu ('OlllWctinn with vvorker~' homE't-. 
The homes of workers, even in a place like 
Brisbane, in a gn~at many localities leave a 
g-ood cleal to be desired. It is a well-known 

fact that rents are high, and 
!8 p.m.] the conditions and poor surrouncl-

ings are anything but what they 
ought to be in the interests of a healthy and 
wd:10lesome community ; and I think that if the 
Government can provide homes and by that 
means bring about an improvement, not only 
in tht> <lirection of a reduction in the rent 
of houses, but in other directions, they will 
be rendB·ring conspicuous service to the com­
munity. I certainly think that, where houses 
are jammed together as they are in some 
places in Brisbane, it is " public scandal. 
ancl it is timo that landowners were prevented 
from dividing and subdividing and redivid­
ing land until there is practically no room 
to build a house on an ttllotment. I am 
glad to have httd the opportunity of placing 
these views before the House, although I 
have one or two points I shall have to leave 
for another timE'. 

Mr. SWAY;'\E (Jiirani): In addressing 
mys<>lf to thP question before the House, I 
,hould like to take the opportunity, as " 
:'-Jortherner and one representing a ;'\orthern 
>electoratE·, to place on record the thanks we 
owe to the engineers and officers aboard the 
,.s. •' Tinana." We all know the state of 
things that pr0vails in the ~orth-a state 
almost of starvation ttnd absolute shortage 
•lf the necessaries of life-and w<J are a ware 
nf the efforts that are being made to get 
boats up there with supplieo. As to the 
··auso that has led to such " position, I 
'hall say more later on. but just now I 
want to stty that. if any men ever had a fair 
'a use £or eomplaint, it was these men. They 
were in the position of receiving lower pay 
than those workillg under them. I think 
that the boatswain gets as much as the chief 
offieer. and that each seaman gets more than 
the second officer, and thP same thing in 
1·egard to the engineers. Before bailing on 
this trip thPy approached the Government for 
" rectification of this injustice, and the Go­
vernment-to their shttme, be it said-re­
fused to meet them and give them " fair 
'' do." However, no matter what the griev­
ance was, these men were not going to allow 
the women and children up North to suffer. 
and they are taking the boat up on the pre­
sent trip without pay-I understand that 
they have signed on at Is. a, month. Con­
Hidering their action, in view of what is 
being done in other qtmrters, I think it is 
desirable that some recognition should bo 
made of their :;ervices. Compare what is 
happening in their case with what happened 
in the casu of a large boat-one of somt< 
2,000 tons burden, whieh is <lirectlv under the 
control of the GovernmPnt-whPre ev!'rv 
demand in thP way of higher pay, bette'r 
acrmnmodahon, shorter hour~, insurance, and 
,.o on, was granted. I take it that in the 
case of the .. Allinga," seeing that she is 
under charter to the Government, all this 
has been done, and vet slw has been lving 
in th0 Brisbane River idle week after ";eek, 
simply because of a dispute over a st~ward, 
whilst all the while the people in the ~orth 
are on the verge of starvtttion. 

The SECREHRY FOR AGRrcuurrRE : Do von 
not know that the manning of that ship is in 
;.he hands of " company in town? 

Mr. SvV A Y~E : I do not care whose 
ha,nds it is in. A dispute over one officer-
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wkln. lt•t nw :;aY, has been on that boat for 
,\'Pars-is not sufficient reason why women and 
<'hildrPn should starve. 

:Vh. KmwAX: HP }u,s not been on thl' 
boat for years. 

.:\lr. SW A YXE : I will ask the Secretary 
for Agriculture to put that matter before his 
p]ectors. ,Just because of a tiff over a 
>tt'ward that big boat, although every de­
mand ha·· been granted, is lying there idle. 
Dealing with the condition in Queenslttnd 
to-dav, I think it will be admitted the great 
need' i:; greater production. Everybody is 
talking procluction, ttnd yet how many are 
h01wstl,1 trying to bring about increased pro­
duetion? v; e want production to furnish 
thP money neceosary to pay our share of the 
hr·a vy cost that has been incurred during 
this g-nat war. \Ve want the money to pro­
vidt• for the repatriation of soldiers. Unem­
ployment is more rife at the present time in 
Queensland than it has been for years; an cl­
it ;, on]~- by production that that bad state 
of things can be put right. The position 
in QuPensland to-day under out present rule 
is that everything in the shape of enterprise. 
in th" shape of thrift., is being discouraged 
out of t>xistt-nee. vre find that all around 
people are hnlding hack. It has become, un­
fortunate!:;·. only too apparent that th<' 
momPnt anyone exhibits anything in the 
,hapP of a little more enterprise, attempts 
to san·, or endeavours to benefit this country 
of ours, ht• imnwcliately becomes a ta,rget 
for abuse and heav0r taxation. As showing 
thl' position, I would like to point out that 
in th<' last vear of Liberal administration 
the direet t.axation of Queensland amounted 
to £964,000. In about four years it has risen 
to £2,750,000. 'The increase is very nearly 
£2.000,000, and that has to be borne by a 
<:omparativ0ly small number of individuals. 
I have not th<' figures by me, but I think 
that those who pay direct taxation in 
Qu<'ensland number about 30,000. I do not 
think it i~ much more than that, and I take 
it that the most enterprising ancl the most 
saving· members of the community have to 
furnish that large sum. And let me say that 
a. eou•iderablP portion of that money is 
being paid awtty simply for the purpose of 
buying political support. h it any wonder 
that people rPfrain from· going in for those 
enterprises and undertakings for which a 
<'Otmtry sueh as this offers such good oppor­
tunities'! I say that the policy of extortion 
and Pxploitation as practised against those; 
who C"<hibit the qualities necessary to mako 
a ,voung eountry a g·reat nation is taxing­
and rPpl'Pt-~~ing tht>rn out of exiHt<•nee in 
Qtu•eusland. 

\\'p Jind a lo.ng vrogramme of measures in 
the Gon'rnor's Speech. What they are, it is 
imjlossible for us to stty yet. There are all 
sorts of fetching names that may m.eau 
<>verything or nothing. For instance, thE' 
Fair Pric,,s Bill heads the list. " Profiteer­
ing.. seems to be a word very much in 
fa YOur on the other side. and yet, in spit<> 
of all the activity, or promised activity, of 
member,, opposite on the subject, and 
although they have been in office for four 
years, the cost of living has gone up pro­
portionately more in Queensland than in any 
of the other States. .Xow, we have a, pro­
mise of a measure to deal with it. If it is 
a. m<.•a.sure to restrict the operations of com­
bine·; and monoplies which are abusing their 
posit:o:J and taking undue aclvantage of the 
people an·d getting unfair profits from them, 
I &IT\ quite sure it will get every support 
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from this side of the Hous... But I would 
j u~t like to utter a word of warning to ihe 
pnmary producer. \Ve know that, under 
('0VE'r of :-;uch mPasurP~. he rnav b0 rlf'alt 
hard!~· with, a.dvantage 1ak<•n of him. and 
tlw pricPe of his produce forePd dmn1 to "urh 
" degree that thev do not vield hin1 a li\·ino· 
:vat:; e. I W<)uld iug~_ tlw ~ farn1ing nteinhu~ 
m tht• IIou~p to Ree th~t. '"hilP <'VPrv effort 
1~ Inade to spcure a fair df'al for tllP conJ­
lnuuity as a wholt-•. a YPrv cloHP \Yatrh i:-. 
kept .to sep how this lrgislation is going 
to affect the farmer. \V e "ll know of thP 
achievements of this Government in the past. 
We know how they commandeered the 
far~ers' butter at le,s than the cost of pro­
ductwn, and I trust that under this Bill 
nothing of that kind will be attempted. 

Furth~r on in the Spe<•ch W<' fmd an 
Arb1~ratwn Act. Amendment Bill is promised. 
In v1ew of what is taking placP in Queens­
)and to..Jay,_ most peoplE' are asking if it 
Js worth wh1le spending any money at all in 
the upkeep of the Arbitration Court. I am 
sure that there is no conntrv in the world 
with as many Arbitration ·Courts as we 
have, and yet unrest is just as rife here 
I dare say proportionat<>ly it is more preva­
lE'nt-;-a~ anywhe~e else, and such being the 
.:asc rt Is a questwn as to whether it, is worth 
;vhile doing anything in this matter. For 
mstance, we all feel the greatest pleasure 
that peace has been brought about. ThP 
gr2at war that has been raging for the la;;t 
four or five years h«s terminated favourablY 
to us, and, though "'" still find ourselves 
free, and while we have bePn con<>'ratulatim~ 
ourselves on the fact that peac; ha• bee;l 
brought about, we know that thPrT i;; no 
1wace. We know that we are onh- out of 
one war into another; that. though' the war 
between the nations ne.s terminated Wl' ar0 
threatened with what is d0scribed 'bv hon. 
1nemhors opposite as a. cla.s.::; war. Their· is no 
getting awa~- from the fact that the actions of 
hon. members opposite. bv words and deeds. 
have largely brought abo,;t the preeent situa­
tion in Auc.tralia; and in Australiz, of all 
"ountries in the world, such should' not be 
the case, because everv 1nan ancl \vornan ovpr 
twenty-one years of age has a votP. and haB 
a say in the making of the laws. and therP­
fore e.ny action taken against thr· law& is 
an attempt bv a minoritv to dc~v th<· 
majority, and 'most certair1Iv that is nor 
democracy. As regards the Xorth. we find 
that it is in an absolute state of sie"'e. I dan' 
~ay our enernies in parts of Burop~' arP in nn 
worse condition than that in which the 
pn.oplc of the North find themselves to-dav. 
\V e know that they -are short of food, and 
that. so!ne of our most imp.,rtant products 
-are m JeOpardy at the present time. I sup~ 
pose I am quite within the mark when I sav 
there is standing now, north of Rockhamp­
ton, sufficient cane in the field to mak<• 
150,000 tons of sugar. That would be worth 
over £3,000,000, and, unless the shippinf( 
hold-up t_erminates very shortly, the whole 
of that wrll be lost. \Ve know verv well that 
the meatworks haYe h«d to ]pt their cattlP 
go, and we know that Quensland has lost 
the value of the cattle trade for some timP: 
and. if a total ]o,s occurs, it cannot be 
made good. A lot of those cnttle will, no 
doubt, lose condition : and all this comes 
just when Queensland wants monPv morP 
urgently than «t e.ny other time. \Ye have 
lost the income that the State; would havP 
derived from the treatment of those cattle. 
Again, we talk about dear food, and yt't W<' 
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know that food is being wasted at the 
pres<'nt time. \Ve know that a large amount 
of fruit i> being destroyed at Bowen. vVP 
know that Bowen, inste<id of sending down 
200,000 <•a,qcs of cucumbers and tomatoes, has 
only sPnt about 10,000 cases; and yet, in 
spite of all that. people express wonder he­
c-ans<' food is dPar. In that case the high 
prict> of foc·d is certainly not due to thP 
profiteer. The action of the seamen at the 
preBent tirrw is giving a certain «mount of 
opportunity for the profiteer. They havP 
brought about a positwn of whioh, in some 
instances, advantage has been taken. Ver,~ 
often wht'n such a thing does happen it i> 
directly brought about by such occurrence> 
-as are now taking place, and most cert<J.in]_, 
the people cannot expect cheap food if it 
is scarce, and if. as I have alreadv pointed 
out, it is wasted as is the case at the present 
time. That condition of things has been 
going on for years. \Ve have only to go 
back to the tram strike in 1912 to fipd that 
the farmers' produce was wasted through 
strikes. Again, in 1917, another strike 
occurred, and a similar loss occurred. Though 
Wl' have a Labour Government in Queens­
land. this State seems to be the place where 
all this strife starts. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGR!Cl:L1Tm;: vVhat 
an innocent statenwnt : 

~Ir. SV\'AYNE: I have here somE' fact> 
concerning the shipping hold-up that hao 
been exerci.P.ing our n1inds so much during: 
this debate. I find that it started in Brie·­
bane on 4th February last. bv the hands on 
the "Cooma.'' for whom Brisbane was thP 
home port, gi,·ing twenty-four hours' notice. 
As showing the misrepresentations that are 
being made on the other side in regard to 
this matter, I will read an extract from a 
speech made during this debate by the hon. 
member for :Mackay-something similar has 
bepn said by nearly every hon. member on 
tlw other side who has spoken. A, reported 
on page 118 of "Hansard," the hon. m<'m· 
her of Macka,- said-

" That is a. matte'r between the Govern­
ment of th" Commonwealth and th.­
Federated Seamen and FiremE-n's Union. 
But I do wish to say that the first 
request of the rrlPn 'vas an e1ninently 
fair one. and it wm one with which 
everyone who has any degree of human 
feeling and who believes in a rational 
couree of conduct in the communitv 
would agree. We must ahv.1ys bear in 
mind that thE' dispute commenced when 
the seamen on the vessels trading to 
infPded ports asked that they be insured. 
so that. in the event of their contr<J.cting 
the prevailing epidemic and losing their 
live~. their wiv"' and dependents would 
be provi.ded for. They asked that. in 
the event of their losing their lives from 
a very cDnt.agious disease---a disea::w 
which, bear in mind. broke out first and 
was most r-ampant in the forecastles of 
the various ships-the,, be brought with­
in the scope of the Workers' Compensa­
tion Ad. Their case was as deserving 
as is tlh't in connertion with anv other 
form of disease which at present comes 
within the scope of th<:> State Act. Th-at 
was refused hy the GoveJ·nment of th<' 
Commonwealth. I think I am jusfified 
in saying- that the Federal Governnwnt 
arP continuin~r tht> policy which thev 
initiated in 1917. It will bP remembered 
the.t in 1917 sPrious industrial disputr>s 



,,_wk plaee in ~ew 1:\outh vVa!e,, and thP 
G(Jn'rnment of that Stat<:' and the Go­
vPrnrnent of thP Commonwealth em­
[,arked at that time upon a. union-smash­
ing policy. They were out to bring the 
·.!TPat unions of .A.ustralia to thPir knC'P~ 

-to bring them. as it were, to thP brPad 
Iine-"o that, when that took place. tlwy 
would bP able to dt>al with them a>' 
individuals in any way they desired. 
Thev were not so successful as thev 
anticipated they would be. We can also 
remember that during that period the 
members of the Opposition in this f~ousp 
and their friends outside did everything 
they could to spread that industrial 
<>haos to Queensland.'' 

Wh<~t are the facts of the case': So far as 
the present strike is concerned. it commenced 
<>n tlw "Cooma," on 4th February of this 
year, and every demand made then has been 
kept hidden except the. matter of accommo­
dation. We all know that there are• several 
other points in dispute. First of all, there is 
the matter of insurance. 

ThE' SECRETARY FOR AGRICuLTURE·. That 
was the original demand. 

Mr. SW AYNE: Yet we know that, when 
the men refused to sail, the " Cooma " was 
l','oing- north, and the·re was no influenza in 
thP North at the time. If it had been in 
connPetion with a steamer going south, it 
might have been said that they were going 
into the ·danger zone; but this boat was 
going north; therefore the quotation I have 
rea{] from the speech of the hon. member 
for Mackay is most misleading. We find 
then· wero four domands made--demands 
for higher wages, better accommodation, a 
six-honr day in port, and insurance a~ain£tt 
Bickness and de·ath. As regards the siclmess. 
th" men were alreadv under the Merchant 
Shipping- Act, which "compels the owner, in 
ca·;p of sickness of the crew, to take the men 
to thE' hospital to be· attended to, and pay 
all costs. In regard to accident and disease 
incurred in the prosecution of their duty, 
they were under the \Vorkers' Compensation 
Act, the same as any othH worker in Que·ens-
1and. and they had the Arbitration Court 
to g-o to if they considered they were entitled 
to anything more. A fifth demand was 
conceded at once·. The shipping companies, 
without any parley at all, gave way upon 
one point directly-that was the matter of 
payment during quarantine. Then, as far as 
the increase of £1 15s. a month was con­
cerned, I am informed that they had just 
got a rise. The union had just be~m before 
the court. I will show later on that ever:r 
effort was made to meet them in that regard. 
The claim for a six-hour day could have 
been brought before the court. As I have 
already said, what is the use of maintaining 
these tribunals if they are not appealed to ? 
The huge profits <;>f the shipping companies 
have been touched on over and over again, 
but nothing has happened during the war 
which gives any warrant for that statement. 
Since the Commonwealth has taken the inter­
state stearrie•rs over, the owners have been 
paid the charter rates provided by the British 
Parliamentary Blue• Book, and which ship­
owners on the other side of the world are 
recrrvmg. Further, so far as the Australian 
eoast is concerned, there has been no increase 
in freights or fares since the war started. 
I think that pntg a very different aspect on 
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tlJ.P matter to what we· haH' been hearing 
from the other side during the last few days. 
T_ilen, again, we were· also told of the wonder­
ful things the Government were doing_ I 
admit they have got up a few small steamers; 
l>nt it will be found. if the rr·sults of what 
has been done during the emergency by 
pri,·atP enterprise are compared with the 
work don<> by the Government, that private 
<'nterprise has done more· than the Govern­
ment have. I can say that one small ship 
in priYate hands has taken more foodstuffs 
to }Iackay than any of the Government 
'h•amers. The Government were offe·red 
ships ~the "Kadina" and others-at the be­
ginning by the Commonwealth Government 
to carry foodstuffs, the one condition being 
that t:wv should coal them; but because one 
cranema'n refuspd to handle the coal-one 
man only stood in the way-with the result 
that the offer of the Commonwealth Govern­
ment was not accepted. VV e are not told 
anything of that kind by the other side. The 
sufferers in the North. and the farmers who 
have lost their sugar -crops and othe•r crops. 
will realise that an attempt to make political 
<'apital is being made. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : The 
farmer' of Bowen we•re never so prosperoWl 
ae they are now. 

::Ylr. SWAYNE: While hon. members 
opposite foster every strike of this kind, we 
find that directly afterwards they say they 
are in favour of arbitration. I have here 
an auti1ority which should carry some weight 
with them, and which points out that this 
strike is an attempt to break down arbitra­
tion. This is a statement by Mr. F. W. 
Birrell, the president of the Adelaide Labour 
Council. He says-

" Messrs. Le Cornu and Walsh have 
publicly state·d that the seamen's trouble 
is a fight against arbitration." 

Speaking about the trouble and misery 
brought about to those concerned by these 
Htrikes, he says--

" During a recent visit to Sydney I 
had recounted to me heMtrending stories 
of the misery created by the industrial 
upheaval in 1917. Mothers and little 
chil-dren, prospective mothers, and even 
forme·rly strong, healthy men were 
brought to the verge of starvation at 
that period." 

Regarding the demands of the seamen for 
extra pay, accommodation, and other things, 
Senator Millen, speaking in Melbourne on 
23rd July, said-

" As some misapprehension apparently 
.Pxists as to the competence of the Federal 
Arbitration Court to deal with the claims 
submitted on behalf of the Seamen's 
Union, and as it is highly desirable that 
the actual facts should be known, I desire 
to set out, in as concise a form as pos­
sible, what the claims are which the 
representatives of the S'eamen's Union 
have declared to be vital, and the grounds 
for the definite• assertion that the court 
is competent to deal with them. The 
claims which the representativ.es of the 
union have declared to be vital are as 
follow :-(1) Better accnmmodation for 
seamen; (2) a six-hour day in port; (3) 
insurance against sickness and death; 
(4) £1 15s. per month increase in wages. 
In regard to the first claim, the president 
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of the court 'tatPd at the fir,t com­
pulsory conferenc~ held in connection 
with the- pre,ent d1spute that he was pre­
pared to concede this claim, and the 1"'­
pr,'Bt:ntatives of the men accepted Rear­
Admiral Sir '\Villiarn Clarkson's offer, 
made at this first conference, to do every­
thing possible to at once render the 
accommodation more satiFfactory t{) tht> 
men. The subject-matters of claims num­
bers 2 and 3 were not before the court in 
connection with the 1918 award, and it is 
consequently open to the court to now 
award upon them." 

There was a cou!'t which, in the past, h&d 
g1ven n<' grounds for complaint, and which 
wa& open to the men, and t":tey have no right 
to put the community to the loss which has 
been inflicted upon it. In flouting the Indus­
trial Coqrt, we find they are supported and 
encouraged by hon. members opposite. 
SE>nator Millen went on to say-

" lt may also be recalled that in a 
statement made from the bench on 7th 
,J unP, the president, in expressing his 
anxie-ty to seG the work of the country 
carried on with justice to seamen, who, 
from various causes. have not until lately 
received anything like proper treatment, 
added, 'I ·even went so far as to say, 
so far as one- who might have to arbitrate 
could say, that the claims for proper 
accommo-dation ought, in substance, to 
-be granted, and that there appeared to 
be no sound reason why there should not 
be eompensation for sickness or death 
arising in the service, as well as for 
acci·dents arising in the service.' " 

TherG is a distinct indication that the court 
\\ere prepared to mPet them. There wa' 
t:Oinething morP than ju:-:t thot-'P elain1~ c•on­
!'f.>rned. 

:Mr. ( '.\RTBH: l'rofitPering 

:Yir. R \VA YNE : Thert~ was nu profiteerinF(. 
Therl' wa~ what is commonlv called Bo-1-
,heviml-a part of the genera'! war against 

the ownership of any kind of pro­
/8.30 p.m.j pcrty. In rPgard to the matter 

of accommodation, I think thi' 
,ide of tlw case should be put before the 
public in view of the misrepresentation that 
has tab•n place. This is a matter on which 
the seamen deserve a certain amount of 
sympathy-

" Referring to the matter of improved 
accommodation for seamen, the Shipping 
Controller (Admiral Sir William Olark­
son) said to-day that at the second con 
fercnce with the men he had informed 
them that if they would point out, ohip 
by ship, what accommodation thPv re­
quired. the shipowners and he would 
meet them to discuss the matter, and 
they \vould do an;~·thing th J t was at all 
practicable." 

In view of that. it is very difficult, indeed, 
to justify the <:onduct of the men, seeing 
their dt'mands w<>re promised sympathetic 
trt'abnont. It i~ in verv unfavourable con­
trast with the behaviour of the engineers 
aboard the "Tinana." Since the strike 
started, another bone of contention has been 
introduced. Because of a breach of the law 
the secretary of thE> offending union has been 
put in prison. UP wa5 not imprisoned on 
the first chargP; he was given his oppor­
tunity. and repeated the offence. I have> 
herE' the Commonwealth Conciliation and 
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Arbitratior, Act of 1904. I find it i~ laid 
down-

" No pe"on or organisation shall, on 
account of anv industrial dispute, do­
anything in. thc1 nature of a lockout or 
:3tr~k~,, or continue any lockout. or 
stnke. 

.\gain, section 8 provides-
,, Any organisation of employers or 

employees which, for the purpose of 
enforcing compliance with the demands 
of any employers or employees, orders it, 
members to refuse to offer or accept. 
"mployment, shall be deemed to be guilt} 
of a lockout or strike, as the case ma:-· 
be.'' 

1 ask hon. members opposite, do they coiJ­
~id.er the laws should he obeyed? By sup 
parting Mr. Walsh in this case the1 are 
laying down the dictum that the law n~ay 
be broken with impunity, if by a umon 
official. If an employer had locke-d out--· 

::i;Ir. Kmw.m: Like the Mount :Morgan 
directors. 

::\Ir. S\YAYNE: And laid himself open to 
a charge, and he was arrested and convicted. 
if the other employers said they would try 
and starve the community if he were not lei; 
out of gaol, what would hon. gentlemen 
opposite say about that'! Would they con 
sider that such a breach of the law should 
be condoned? Apparentlv that is the po,i­
tion we have l'Pached in Australia. and it i3 
"upportrd by hon. g·entlemen opposite. A 
great d<>1l more importancE' has been 
attached to the conviction of Mr. Walsh than 
to any of the other grounds of complaint. 
It will be seen that he courted the sentence 
he got and did his hest to bring it about. 
I have hern an extract from the Sydney 
''Sun" of two or three weeks ago. It gives 
the report of what Mr. Walsh Faid in the 
MPlhourne court-

" 'I'm determined not to allow the 
Federal Government to evade its re~pon­
sibility to the people-that is to lock mf' 
up,' declared Mr. \V alsh, secretary of 
the Seamen's 'Cnion, at a meeting h<'ld 
in the Socialists' Hall last night. 

" ' The duty of the Federal Govern­
ment, after I say what I intend saying 
to-night, will he to send me to prison, 
but not one' ship will move along the 
coast of Australia while I'm in gaol. and 
we will test the " scab" organising ability 
of Admiral Olarkson. 

" • I advise the Government to find " 
solution of the strike, and so that it can­
not camouflage the po·-ition by saying 
that no seamen are present, I ask the 
"r,a.men here to hold up their hands.' 

"Hands having beE>n shown by a num· 
her of the men, Mr. '\Valsh continued: 
· I now ad,-ise vou to remain out on 
strike. I do not· want you to offer your 
sen·ices to shipowners until the strikt, 
is settled. I want you to do all in your 
power to throw this city into darkness a,; 
won as possible. so that the original 
charge may be closely followed. 

"'I wish to say this,' Mr. \Vabr, 
added, ·the only place in Australia wherr-· 
freedom can be obtained is in gaol.' " 

In the face of that, could any Government 
refuse to carry out the law? I am not quit<> 
sure whether the Act was a Labour Act. l 
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know that it wa' enacted hv tlw Oomnwu­
w<·:dth Parliament in 1904, ":hen the Labour 
Government held of!ice; but there »as also 
:t Liberal Government during the same year. 
and it may have originated with either ow· 
or the oth0r. But after it was on the statute­
book, several Labour GDvernments were i11 

office. \Ye had the \Vatson Government, and 
two or three Fisher Govermn<>nts. and the,· 
never altered that Jaw. They evidentlv 
thought it was a good lmv, anc!' thee-· left it 
-on the statute-book. This man d<·lilwratel, 
brolw that law. I ask hon. membPrs opposit" 
whother they are g-oing to signifv their 
1<pproval of n n1an ·who '"it t himsPlf out 
delibcratt'h· to hrhlk tlH· la''. TlH'rt' iut:-. 
not l,Ppn ~~ :-il:JPP< h 1nadP i11 this flou"l•"\ or 
·DUt~idP in tegal'd iP tbi~ nwttr1· h:;,r hou. 
'{el!tlPnl('Il oppo&ito~• tha.1· does nut eontai11 
-..onH· ('f:Vf·rt pncouragernent to thP tu0n oH 
HtrikP to do tht·ir best to sLt-rn• out t.h<· 
peopl<• living in the wildemP% i11 the Xortlt 
of QuPf'll~land. If, through su<'il d<'<cd>- a, 
the.'3-v, it hf'COIHP~ itnpos~iblP to livf.' t ht>t'f•. 
if ·tht> pre!<.nnt population havp to aba11don 
thE-- North beeau~P thf'v cannot §..!.'Pt flour 
there- You will ban a i·a,•p thPr<' \dH• "ill 
eat ,:ice>. 'rhi, high ideal of a whit<· .\n, 
tra1ia that. W<' ha.yp :-;f't UIJ .... n fa I' a-.. tiJ(' 

fut.nrP of thi;. contin<'nt i;. ,·on<·-'rued will l"' 
thrown away by the:-.P JllPll rnaking it impo .... -
sible for whit.; pPopl<- to live th<·r<. XPt 
onlv ha;. thi· la\\ whieh has l>PP!l lmJkf•tl 
tec:~ived t.1H) approval uf the Lahuur part:. 
but theY 1nnst remPmbPr dutt tHIY la\\ -:,yhich 
is pa~sPd in _._--\.ustFalia i:-. pa:3~£~d i),'\ a Parlja 
mf-'lt which is reprPsent.ativc of the pnoph·. 
No rnat.t.Pr what .PXC'U-::t1 :-; tnay h<' rnadt· fn 
peopiP iu other fHJrt;. of the ,\·orld who lul\·,. 
ht:An gronnd dov.-n-I tun quHP prPparecl t(, 
admit that thA action taken against othPr 
forrns of governrnent preYailing· in Europ1• 
perhaps hae a <:c>rtain amount of ju>t-ifica­
tion to excuse it -Hwrf-' is no ju-.:tificntion iH 
/\JJ>tralia. Yet we find there· i~ <·xaeth- th•· 
,.:ame spirit in ~-\ustralia as there i~ iu Eti-ropP. 
·r think ,Yuung Australians nu~dl1 to takt· 
noticf• of th,, fact that most of the melt who 
a.rE' bring-ing a1JDut these quarrPls have conu· 
frorn other countri('<:. In ma.ny ('a:::-e:-: youn![ 
men art' being made tool> of b~- fort'ig-n 
agitator,. I suggest that before they m·r· 
led awav thev make a clasp scrutinv of th<' 
antPc<>dents of sonw of thosf' meu bPfore the~ 
came to Australia. I notice that- re£c'rf'cte<­
has b~en made to the 1917 ,; rike. vY e h n" 
been told that that was an attPmpt to kill 
unionism. It was nothing of the kind. 

A-fr. S:~IITH: You did ymn IH -.t to <pr<'ad ir 
-to Quf>Pnsland. anyhow. 

Mr. SWAYNE: While that stt·ikt• a· oiL 
and while the constituents of the hem. nwmber 
who has interjected were suffc ring- he a v~­
and ruinous losses-there if' 110t a. sing-It­
farmer in his electorate or in nrlne who t"tid 
not lose £100 and often a great dc>al more­
the hon. gentleman was a.t a me<eting ht>ld 
in tl -, Domain one Sunday afternoon. A 
renort of that mePting- appean•d in thP 
"Daily Standard" of 3rd Snptc>mbcr. 1917. 
from hich this is an extract-

·' That this public meeting of BrisbanP 
,·itizens send hearty g-reeting-s to thP 
l::Jrave mon no\v on strike in ~e'v South 
\Vales, and express its unbounded ad­
miration of their splendid solidarity and 
wonderful orderliness under protest and 
most wilful provocation." 

After that I would ask. who was enconragin;r 
ih<• ,trike 9 \Vho. l:mt thP gentlemPn who 
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moved and supported a resolution of that 
charaeter. The hon. member for Brisbane 
was there. and se•oond<:>d the resolution. 
saying-

" Tlwv mmt see to it that the work so 
nob!:· began by William Lane and con­
tinued by others \Yll'• not deotro:ed." 

f \Vill g"iYP tht:> h011. UlC'lUbf>r S0111Pthing ffiOl't' 
ahollt tlw Lane tlasco beforP I conclnde. 
\Vith r<Jgard to profitpering, I say that, if 
it can be shown that there is real profiteer­
ing in Queensland, I am quite sure hon. 
members on this side of the House will sup­
port legislation to deal with it. The strike 
of 1917' has been described a- an attempt 
bv the New South Wales Governlitent to 
down unionihrrL Yet we find that unicn 
officials spoke in ;.evere condemnation of that 
strike. Mr. C'. Burke, president of the 
FedPrated Seampn's "Cnion of Australia, wh<• 
is also secretary of the Queenf'land branch 
of that union, said-

" The members of our own union tlwr. 
!Jecame uneaBy at the prospect of having 
to work with the 'loyalists,' and dP­
<'ided to come out before thev were 
asked to do so, the ill-advised action of 
rhc- waterside men precipitating th~ 
tJ'OublP on to the shoulders of the seamen. 
who. to all intents and purposes, could 
in no way affect the railwaymen. How­
ever. having once ••ntered upon ~he 
><t-ruggle. in defiance of the executlvP 
officers of the union, there remained 
nothing but to see the matter through to 
its final end, no matter what the consf•­
quPn~e~ might be.'' 

That .,trike started in the Government rail­
way workshops, allegedly because of the in­
troduction of what was known as the card 
system. and we know that, if the strike had 
lieen successful, Australia would have been 
dmHI ami out HO far as doing our part in 
the war js concerned. Yet hon. rne1nber:.. 
oppositP han· spoke in praise of the strike. 
which a unionist official described as " ill­
advised action." The judge who dealt with 
thi' matter in open court, said-

.. In face of a case like this, is it not 
timP for the many thousands of hotwst 
Australian unionists to pnuse and con­
sider where they are going? If it is 
indeed an essential principle of unionism 
that vou must 'scab' for vour union. 
that ,:·ou must he false to voui· countrv for 
your· union, that you must trample u·nder 
foot honour and good faith for your 
union. fhen has unionism becon1e an 
ugly idol, which. instead of being pro­
tected, desl•rves only to bP torn down 
and destroved. As >t syRtem of defence 
of the interests of the workers, unionism 
dP~erves all honour and assistance; aR 

s~stem of faithle-.s disloyalty, it mu:i 
-ineYi ta bl v--as soon a::. i tq character IP. 
l'f,ally re~ognised-bf~ ~\vt:cpt awa~v b;· the 
indignation of the community." 

Tlieu. Mr. CaYanagh, secretary of th'~ :'few 
i'\outh Wales Labour Council. snid, referring 
to thP 1917 strike-

" From the' outset the constitution of 
th" Labour Council has been ignored. 
The f'ouncil was in no way responsible 
for the strikE> or its extension. .\t the 
<·ommencemcnt of the trouble the execu­
tiH' of the Council met delegates from 
11nions affected bv the introduction of 
rh<_), carcl svstem. " SonH~ of tlw unions, 
"' -Pdions ·of son1e unions. had decided 
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t.o takn certain action, and he was told 
point blank that, irrespective of thA 
Labour C'cHlncil, they would go right on. 
To that the executive of the Labour 
Council replied that they would refuse 
to shoulder any responsibility.'' 

If anY f'ection of thr> C'OinrnunitY take tht1 

la\v il1to th<:..'ir O"\Yll hand.s. as has' heeu dont' 
in thP JHf'sr-ut in::::tanf'r-, then tlw per.:;orH vvho 
do that ,.hould be punished. as they are 
'imply attemptin!j' to coercp the majority 
of the people. As the hon. member fo1· 
Brisbanr· bas exprcs~ed sud1 warrn <Hlmira~ 
tion of the ·' ~ew ..... -\ustralia" experiment, 
I propo~"' to read r~ fp·vv extrarts fron1 a book 
••ntitled ·· Whei'e· Socialism Failed." Thos<' 
hon. n1embers \Yho are strong advorates of 
-.:oei,tli~ 111 cannot point us to anv iru;tanco 
or in~tance;; 1·\ here socialism has ~succeeded. 
But '" far they hav•• not done so, and we 
know that in quoeusland State PnterpriF•''· 
on the whole. are turnin[' out failure•c. That 
has been thP histor;- of socialistic enterprises 
m other Stat<", and, so far as I know there 
is no in<tancc, in which socialism has proved 
a success. The writer of the book to which 
l hav•· refPrred describes the position in 
:'-Jew Australia in Paraguav, with a view 
to showing tlw disillusionme'nt of those who 
took part in that YPnture. I think the qualifi­
cation for a member of the association was 
£60, so that the men who took part in the 
venture ·were, to a certain extent, picked 
men, and the venture should have had everv 
chance of succeeding. But we know it ended 
in fa.ilure. At page 137 of this book, the 
"\YritPr "-\l:VS-

" ' There is absolutely no regard for 
<'Ommon property,' wrote 'Colonist ' in 
the ' Pall Mall Gazette,' ' tools and im­
plemi'nts are lost, mislaid or destroyed 
in the most disgraceful m~nner. At the 
Las OvPi as settlements last year tho 
melon ~eds were trampled on by adults 
and children. Thousands were broken 
open, and not one was allowed to come 
f.o maturity.' " 

lt_ is quite likP!y that the following experience 
will be repeated on a !arge scale in Queens· 

. l~nd under the prespnt Government. The 
writPr further say'~-

" \Vhen the disastrous effect of these 
two contracts (one for cattle and one for 
timber) became known, there were those 
who did not hesitate to declare that they 
had be'm betrayed by their·officials, and 
wme ''"'me forward with a proposition 
very much lik<l this: ' \Vhat's the good 
of pretending to be socialists any longer. 
It only gives the cunningest ones the 
chance to feather their nest. Let's 
di:·ide ev~rything ~~ while there is any­
thmg left to d1vide and turn in­
dividualists-each for 'himself and the 
devil t.ake the hindmost.' " 

'rh0 writPr :-;unnn.arises-

.. :!).lisinanagen10nt, extravaganC(\ fav­
:mritio-m, indolence, discontent, heathen­
l~m. thesf' are the llf'Ct!S'iary aceompani­
ments of socialism ; while industry 
P0onomy, thrift. independence, self 
respect, and satisfaction are &terling 
qualities callr>d forth by lf'gitimate pride 
in indiYidual own{'rship." 

Such an <'xperieneP, such a tase a~ that, is 
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worth any arnount of theory, and ctuy arnuunt 
of possibiliti0s which npver haW' been 
rPal.i~t'd. 

::Ylr. S~IITH : Who J:i the writer of that 
book·: 

::Yh. SWAY::-JE: Btewart Graha!lu•. Bdor<· 
I sit down I should lik" to touch on a very 
in1pt.I'tanr uuttt{'l' in regard to repatriation~ 
I ell ,it1~d by n qu(•stiou of tlH! Secretary for 
Land, the othPr da.,- that during th, ·,, ar, 
\\hik qnr bu:v.s han• bPPll a\vay, sorw_thing 
like> 38.000.000 acres of our finest grazing 
I<LrHl had be<·n alil'nated, and not one singlo 
acrf· was ~et apart for then1; no priority 
wa" ~!,'iven to thun1. Although u. certain 
anwum of agrieultural land has b<.c•n set 
a.J ~~nt fo1· returned soldier::;. nothing of that 
kiud has been dDlll' n g:ll'ding grazing land. 
Xol1otlY knom; better than I do "'" a farm er 
the stl~£'nuou-; tnanual work that is requlsito 
to 1nakP fan11ing a. sucep~..;; at thn present 
tinH·; .\IHl tnanv of thr•:p lllPll, owing tv ~\.-lld.t 
they· havt• undergone during- thp war, aro­
not fit to nndertal{(• such work; yet 1nany 
ar(• good hor~emen and used to cattle, and 
then· is no neason wh,v they eould not gel: 
011 \\'(1 11 at. grazing farn1iug. XPvf'rtheless 
no privii{!ge::; are hPillg' given to then1. Thn 
8r:Cl'('tarv fol' Land~. in answPr to another 
question· of mine, as to why priority had not 
been gi;-en, referred me to something ne, 
had 'aid in a speech last ~·•·ar. I looked 
up his utterance-'~, and. his argun1ent eoxneg 
to this: that the blocb he wa.s then d<•::~ling 
with-1 mav sav that I had much small<'r 
blocks on tiw e~a~t i11 IliV nlind-"\vPre frznn 
40.000 to (,n,ooo acres in 'extent. and it was 
beyond the nwans of thP men to talw them 
up. They should not be beyond the mean~ 
of tlw men; th<" means should be providtld 
bv the State, at anv rate. to enable them 
t~ ••m bark upon mod cot vc•ntur<· < of the kind 
for which many of them are a<laptc•d. 1 
think that h1 anothPr way so1nething 1night 
he do m•. So far as I have b<·Pn able to 
gatlwr, the .satne SPcurity for Ioa.ns and terrns 
are required fron1 returned soldiers going on 
thf' land as from anvbodv else. Ther<• is 
little• advanhgP in bei;,g a 'soldier in borrow' 
ing mane~'; it is looked upon as being a 
purely a business transaction, and the soldiers 
hnve to !IO••sess just the same qualifications 
ac; any other borrower. Of course, the onus 
may be plaeed on the shoulders of the Com­
monwealth-which is a common practice with 
hon. members opposite-but I think I read 
th<> other daY that the Hon. :Mr. Hunter 
pointed out that all matters which concern 
the payment of interest and the repayment 
of loans are in the hands of the State. Such 
being the case, I want to make a suggestion. 
I quite realise that it is not mu~h use l<md­
ing mon<'Y to those who are not able pro­
per!~· to ns" it, and therp may be wme who 
arP not. On the other hand, where there i:e 
uvidenc<' that they arc fit persons to b<> 
trusted ,\·ith loans, I think the least th<l State 
<'a.n do is to allow them to han' the money 
without intl'rest-give them that privilege 
over tlw ordinary borrower. If it is pointed 
ont that this would be a heil.vy charg~t 
the <'ommunity as a whole-those who d1d 
not go and fig·ht-find the money to bear it. 
T think that is a vt>ry fair request to make 
ou behalf of those who furnish satisfactory 
evideneP as to their fitness. The !<oast wo 
can do for those who fought for us is to le·~ 
thPrn haw the money without interest, at a,ny 
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rate. for the first. >ears of tlw currency of 
the loan. • 

:VIr. S:vJTH: They have that advantap;ll 
now for a period-three years, I think. 

:VIr. S\VA Y::\'E: I know the conditions 
thJ.t havP heen offered to sornl' of t.hem. and 
the first interest beccnuPs payablP at a vnry 
short interval after the loan is granted. I 
think that "hat the hon: member is refl•rr­
ing to is that there is no paynwnt of redemp-
tion for three y.,ars. · 

:VIr. S:\IITH : ).To-no paynu•nt of inh~rest. 

:'\1r. S\\-AYNE: I think the least we can 
Jo is to let them ha,:e the money without 
intere-t for quite a substantial tinle. There 
is another thing to \vhich I would like to 
draw the attention of the Secretarv for Public 
La.nd.·: that is, that there ar~ not onlv 
these large wt>stern blocks of 40,000 and 60,00.0 
acres: there is <t lot of country dose to tho 
'uast, and just along the <"Oastal ,·,mge-­
very good <'attll' country-and I think that 
even a.t the present tinw th<' hon. gentlPman 
proposes to cut up sonw of it into 3,000 or 
4,000 acre blocks. He cvidentlv thinks a 
living is to be got on such blocks: They arP 
close to the coast and in the sett-1<'<1 districts, 
and I think there are manv men who would 
be able to raise the capitil. with the loans 
that will be given, to occupy them, ThP 
]ea!'t we (an do is to givP thP1n that pr{'­
fpreneP. 

Before the Pnd of the ><>%iou we shall h<tve 
before us such Bills a' that dealing with 
eo-operation. \Ve haYe to renwmber that 
the bc't way to get cheaper food is t{) pro­
duel' plenty of it. You will neve1· get it by 
discouraging the producers or by destroying 
large quantities by industrial strifP, and I 
l10n" that before the session 0nds ·some' hing 
'"ill be done to bring about security for 
production by the man on the land. I am 
prcpnred to eay for thC' industr,, in whieh r 
ar:n int.eresh~d that strikes haYP done lllOJ'f' 

hAl'nl to us than hAd E'i"asons. insPct peRt:--, 
•'l' anything else during thP last few yPars. 

~\Ir. S}!ITH: You helrwd to org-anise a lock-

""t in connection \Yith tlw Dick--on award. 

:\h. S\\• A Y:\'E: Tlwt ;, albolutPlY untr!IP. 
[ did nothing· of tlw kind. I do ;,ot know 
\\bat thf• hou. nH~nlb( r i~ ulludi11g to. hut 
in tht" wa:v he put~ it it i~ di~tinctf,v untru.'. 
If I had tried to do meh ,, thing-. I should 
have been d••,nving cf pt!nidtrnf'lJt by le~ral 
nwan,. and I talw it thnt r rn·,hably '""dd 
hnvt\ ht 10Tl puni!'hcd. .\t anv r:itl). r think 
that. ammtg't other thin:""· th, GovcJ•nr•wnt, 
whl'n mnking- this anwnd<n< n: of the Indus­
trial _ \rbi tra tion Act--s<'Pi lli' how la rgel,­
::;uch rnattf'rs f'lltt.\r i1~to our i11du:-;trial life 
and huw nnwh that lif<' tl<'!H'nds upo·1 indn,­
+rial rwaeP--Inight v1rll con~-Jd, r thC' flch·l..:­
ablerH~·'-' of repa$Sing SO'llf' of thl~ JH'tH-i':iion:-; 
contained in tlw Indu-trial Pe:ll'C .\et. 

Further, in Yit•\\ of the lwa\ Y 

L9 p.m.J loes"' that the eou•munity lwv·· 
sufferf'cl thruug-h such happPuin~·~. 

think ~onu~ ~tringent n1pans 1'hould b.• 
devis~·d to Sf'P that wh(~rt• an u wu rd ha~ bee11 

Jnadc, nothing in thP shapu of an <1rganist~d 
... t rikP ta k.P~ v1ac(~. I do not for OlH' r:t:lOUlPllt 

.... ;1v that vou can urakP a UlHll "ork unlPf-·; 
lu; is willing to do BO; but wlH~re an award 
bas LPen madf', pickets should not be allowpd, 
and men should not be allowe.J to call 
people by opprobrious terms in order to 
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Jll'PVPnt. thr•n1 h·oru wDrking at the award 
rah$; ratPs which tlw court considers to hP 
fair and just. I know that you cannot pnt 
largf~ numbers of InPn in gaol for doing any­
thing of that nntnrP) Lut, if thP penalt.itH 
pro,;id: d und<'r tlH' okl 1lldustrial Peace -'H'l· 

a l'P not uffiei(_•JJt, if lllPll arP utterly rcg-ard­
h~~s of 1 he· rightB of oth('r citizens, thpy· 
ehonld forfeit tlw priYileg<; of citi:uenship 
and lw· di:'.franchi~C'd for a « ·prtain tin1t>. 
That is orw :o;olution that ntight b0 con~ 
~id~~l'{'·d in connr-<·tion with ally lt\gislation 
on the mattPI'. 

Question sta!Pd. 

.Yir. :-llZBR l!.'nndah): Mr. Speaker-­

'l'lw :-\PEAK ER: Order ! 'l'lH' hon. mem-
1"" might hav<' risen before, I rPad the who!" 
qul ~uon. 

:\h. SIZER: I thought it was the cm­
torn--·-~ 

The SPEAKER: The hon. memb<'r ha~ 
a perfect right to do so, but he might have 
"aved me the inconYenience of rc·ading the 
wholn question. 

:Vir. SIZER: My reason for delaying wa5 
that I thought it was the usual custom for 
a member on the Government side to follow 
a. mPmber of the Opposition, and I naturally 
thought that an hon. mcmb!'r on the GovPrn­
nwnt side was going to rise. That would 
ha.-e been only reasonable. 

Mr. GILDAY: We want to get btllline" 
through. 

:\1 r. SIZEH: 1 intend, in tho course of 
my r!'marks. to covE!r a few points that ar<' 
worthY of comment in connection wit.h thP 
_\dd;·,·_,, in Reply. One particular item 
which has be>en dealt with by almost e.-cry 
:-;pPakl I' on thP GoYernn1ent side is ~he refer­
<'llC'· in tlw SpePeh to tlw war. I do not 
propc---e· to take up much timP on the war. 
hut wi!"h to show one or two inconsistencies 
on thP part of the Government in that eon­
l\Hotion. It will lw r•cmembered that during 
r he dl'b!tt<: on tlw Financial Statement la,F 
.war. a good dtal of time was taken up ou 
th1· 'luec;tion of peace by negotiation, and 
·inn' then tlw allies hav0 been victorious 
and rwace hao hePn brought about. \V e have 
>wti< ,_,d, also. that since· peace was declared. 
hou. members opposite have changed their 
tunr· '<'l'V eoJJ:,idrrablv. I wish for a moment 
to brill(;: under rhe r10tice of hon. members 
:-.onw remarks that '\Vere n1ade by the hon. 
member for Lockyer when speaking on tht> 
Financial Statement last year, and I am 
sorrv he is not it'l his place. I am wonder­
ing what he must think now, when he reflects 
on his ~peech and the result of our victory. 
The hon. mmnber for Lockyer, at that time, 
when things were particularly dark for oul" 
-id<'. made use of the-e, Vlords- ' 

·· I am in favour of imm•·diate nego­
tiations for peace. I think, in the inter­
'''ts of humanity, both authorities should 
rnakn an attempt to negotiate, I want 
to say, further, that negotiations for 
peace- have been put off largely because. 
thoo<' in authority in Great Britain havu 
not stated c],oarly and definitely their 
'var ainlR." 

That •tatement has been i>xploded onlv 
within the last few days by the remarkabh_ 
n•velations which have been made by Ger­
man politicians who have stated that, through 

M1·. Sizer.] 
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··he Pope, Great Britain did approach Ger­
many, and that they themselves ignored those 
Hpproache,, The principal point I wish to 
deal with is contained in the following 
'"m!s of the hon. gentleman :-

'' I Nnsider it would be a calamity 
that all would deplore if Germany wa, 
bc:aten in the way hon. members oppo­
site infer. For this reason-that a 
r!ecidcd victory by either of the great 
contending partie·s to-day is going to 
mean the maintenance of a militarism to 
keep in subjection the people that have 
been beaten. I look forward to the 
t.hing ending in a stalemate, PO that the• 
people of the world may realise the great 
mictakP of modern warfare, the great 
misery of militarism, realise what a 
fore<> it is, and then in one big united 
effort crush it for all time. This talk 
about crushing Ge·rmany is simply 
absurd." 

That was the hon. member's view whl'n we 
were in the dark hours just before the dawn. 
We have not had the opportunity of hearing 
the hon. mE\mber since; but not one member 
<m the Government side ~lenounced those 
.-entiments : not one• hon. member rebuked 
him in any way for expressing those senti­
llll'nts, and we have every ground for believ­
ing that they coincided with those views; 
<d!d yet, sinN' the de-claration of peace. they 
have acU:d a;; though they had been the 
.. Hill Adams" of tlw war. It is remark­
" ule. that during the peace celebrations they 
monopolised the whole> of the proceedings in 
-pite of the fact that speeches, such as I 
have quoted and many like tht·m, had been 
•lP!ivetcd only a few months previously. 
~-\nother inconsistency is shown in conne-ction 
with the attitude of the Premier. \Ve know 
very well that he also favoured immediate 
HPa~P h~· negotiation~ without ind{ rnnity or 
annrxation. Yet~ whill~ he wa:-: 1n England: 
the peactc nt~gotiation~ wcrP being <'arri('d 011 
i11 PariF, a.nd Wl' heard from thP hon. )(Pntle· 
HUlll neither ~uppod nor eondPnlnat,ioll of tht· 
attitude taken uy :Ylr. Hughe,. the ripresen­
,.ativE' of c\.ustralia, at those negotiations. 
Hut immediately tho Premier returned to 
(,1ueensland he opened his mouth in an attack 
'm the• Prime Minister of Australia from a 
political point of view, and said that Aus­
tralia had not got sufficient. If the· Premier 
believed that, ii: wa' his duty, as he was in 
London at the time, to support thP PrimP 
:\Iinister of Austr tlia, and to give him that 
added strength so that he might ha VP be-en 
·~ble to make his case much stronger. But. 
no, thP Premier wa,; silent. It is obvious 
rhat ho preferred to remain silent in London, 
ld Australia's national interfc,ts go down, 
;md retum to Australia with a political pull 
~;·:1ich might. hQip his party to get into power 
at the next Federal election. Such an atti­
wdc is not worthy of a true Australian-it 
iii nor worthy of a Premier of a. StatE· of 
Australi,,, ~t seems to me that everything 
j, to be sacnficed. by hon. members opposite, 
innn thr l'rcmwr downwarrk fOl' party 
intPrcs+: and capital. National intf'l'P~tt' can 
-4o-t!JP national fate had been <lPcHkd heforp 
'IH• l'n·mipr opprwd his mouth. bu1 that did 
'lOt <;oncern him. He wanted a. politi<·al pull 
which miliht help him in the FNlenl arena 
wh' n thP tiuH• canw, though Wt' noti('r~. by the 
""·'·· that th,·· Premier's ambition for Fcdm·al 
politics ha-. fu,l]pn somPwlwt flat of lat£·. 

Anothcr inconsi,-tcncy on tlH• part nf hon. 
-:mPmber;; oppo:-:.itr- i~ with rr-g-at"lcl ~ o op0n 

[Mr. Sizer, 

diplomacy. Thcv are shedding crocodih' 
tears almost daily on the hustings and in 
thic ()hamhrr on this subject.. They •ay 
thPY deplore s<~cret diplomacy. It wottld b" 
alniost amusing, if it were not so. eeriou~. 
that in the early davs of the sesswn the sa.nw 
hon. nwmber·· l~ave 'applied tlw "Hueh !" on 
rnattcrs of })ubli<' irnportanfa' in eonnertion 
\rith the expenditure of public money .. Hon. 
memb<,r:< onposite are ashamed of then own 
administration. IV e were of opinion with 
r<>qard to the Hon. Randolph Bedford'~ 
t-xpenseR that he had got a. f?w hundred 
pouncb. \YP are now of oprmon that h" 
has had a few thons·tnd pounrlR, nnd ii i' 
for thL• Govionmwnt to prove otherwiS<'. \Vr 
st"(' rnj~;er•llaneous ito11s for thousn,nds of 
pound,., but owing to seerct diplomacy, w~ 
cannot get any idea of what that mom•y 
hab been "pent for. :Yir. Bedford may haw· 
got sonw of it; but, judging by the attitudP 
of hon. members opposite, they rlo not in 
tend thP gpneral public to know how mucJ. 
ht> got. If ther<• is nothing ~o bC> afraid oL 
would it haY<' hurt the Admg Prermer on 
that occasion to give thai information. Even 
if Mr. Bedford has got a few hundred 
pounds he had probably earned it: But, 
when tlw Government refnsC' to g1ve the· 
information, _we are ~nt!tled ~~ eay }w ha~ 
not t'arned rt-that rt rs a hush vote. 
and he has. probably got something ho is 
not Pntitll'd to. The people of the State ar~· 
,.ntitled to know how every penny of State 
money is expended. 

C\ir. CoRSER: l'Prhaps ::Yh. Bedford is not 
the only one 

Mr. SIZER : We know he io not the only 
Oil<'. \Y" know thousands of pounds of tlH· 
public's money have been spent hy hon. mem· 
her' opposite in political propaganda. I dn 
not say 'anything disparaging about any 
organisation which is supporting the Govern 
ment, aR they havP perfect liberty to do so, 
hut when tlw:w political organi&ations art 
mpported by public funds, it is tim~ that the 
!JPople of Queen.;land should ne grvf'll somE· 
information, and, if the Government will not 
giw it. the dutv of the Opposition is to try 
and open tlw r:yes of the peopk in such H 

way that thP G~n·prmlwnt will be fm·< ,,d t.,. 
gin' it. 

I want now to take up a stand on behalf 
of thP returned soldiers, who urgently need 
support. I have only just come from a 
deputation to the Secretary for Lands on 
the qu<Jstion of preference being given to 
returned soldiers in regard to grazing selec· 
tiow<. They are looking- to the Govurnment 
to giw tlwm priority 1n regal'd to grazmg 
c;f'loctions. but the Government wrll not accedP 
to their requ<:'st. \Ve have bec•n given many 
rpasons, one of the principal being that thP 
soldierR \Vould be "dummies" for the squat· 
terfo. Do th<' Government mean to imputf' 
that thE' returned soldiers are less hc.nest 
than other individuals? If an ordinary man 
"OC' in for a I ,allot and is succes,ful, and c,,n 
finance himself, hP ean go on to the lanJ 
to-dav. But. hecaus0 returned soldier• might 
possibly be in the same position, thcv an• n~t. 
gin?n prf•fprence in thi!' State. Preference lR 

given in "'ew South Wall's, as is shown by 
the foll<nYing extract from a. letter from a. 
returned soldier in the "DailY Mail" of 6th 
.\ugnst last- · 

" Hundreds of us with grazing experi, 
f'nrp arP debarred from gdting grazing 
J,]ork, b~· thi' Labour Government. Yet 
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the New South \Vales Government is 
giving prefer£>nce to returned soldiers 
in graziug blocks of land all over the 
State, and for every grazing block made 
available there are many applicants. 
They are balloted for. 

" I would like to show the soldiers, 
as well as the public, the areas that are 
l!Ping made availablP by the New South 
\V ale"·' GovernrrJPnt for soldier settl<>ment. 
Tlte·P blockn \Verc mac!P available on 
5th ~.\pril last: Forty-eight blockR. ar''il' 
ransing from 315 acr"' to 4.116 acre&: 
22 blocks. owt' 1.304 aeJ'P>: 18 blocb. 
over 1,605 acre«; 9 block-. ov<'r 2,165 
aeres, and 7 blocks. over 3.108 acr-es. 
all fir~t--c] a~" ,hcPp or 'attlf· cnunt r" ." 

l'i.wt shovy::; they are gi\ in.!.t tht>HJ pruL,rmwt• 
If> .New South \Yalt'<'. 

Mr. !IIrLLA~: \Vhat aJ·t· tlw "''"''' t!J<•n·~ 
:b< v range from 300 acres~ 

~lr. SIZER: Ye:-. hut the· point i, that 
·· ',f~Y g-i' P preferen<'C' in rPgard to big f'01e<·­
tJnns. whi<'h this Govf'J'flUlPTit tc1oC!" 110t. 

\1r. KIRwA-s: You eaJmot ,ho\1 "' tlu· 
,, dirm iu th .. Aet. 

Mr. SIZER: That j, tlu· fad. aud 1 deh 
-t.tny hon. rnPmhPr oppo~itP t() proH-· tbt> t·cn~ 
~rar,y. 

:>Jr. KIRW.\!\: r ,,,y rlH',V do not g'lYP Pl't'· 

'+'fPil<·e. 

;\'[r. SIZI~R: Tlw lwu llH'Utber know' per­
iedly well that they do. fip iH bluffing-. 
hut !JP cannot get behind thr· .. (ion•rnmPnt 
:}azettP" of New South \Valr'. 

:\1r . .:Ylt:LLA'S: \Yhat arr· thf' an'a' there: 

~lr. SIZER: They rangP from 6,000 acrps 
down to 300 acres. 

Mr. \VINRTANLEY: ThPv ar<• on!~ apolo)','iP, 
for grazing farn1s. · 

~lr. SIZEH: ~t~eing \Vt> havP ~o rnnd1 
·wrP land in Queensland wp e;m afford to 

:.ri v' thf:rn prefereneP on biggPl' area b. Thi~ 
prubahly on:• of the fornh of ,cttlf'nwm 

that returnt•d soldiPrs ar<· lik<·h· to do well 
nn. IF" it because tlH''E'- niPn ~rP likelv to 
~Pt 1nancia] asRistunc~e .and he<'onH-· W{'althv. 
that hon. member> oppositP 'a;· tlwv Hhouid 
not f.a Ye prefPrPn<'<': Tlw HBturne<i Sailor' 
and SoldierH' A~sociation havp asked for 
preference, and th,o Gov<'rnmpnt will not 
bP fullilling their obligations until thP,\' gin· 
tlH· re· ur:ned soldi.r·rR pr<:_\ferl~ncf'. · 

[ v.-a.lt to ~av a. word IlOW in l'Ollneet.ion 
Nith the rema~ks of tlw hem. member fm 
Burrum with regarrl to thP Merivale street 
disturba:wes. The hon. member said that 
he <Saw •nf'mbers of this sidP of thP Houst> 
·' sooling" on the rpturrwd soldiers on that 
.wcasion. 

\t twerty minutes past 9 o'clock p.m .. 

Tlw l'HArR}IA~ OF C"o~DIITTEEci (:Mr. Bt>rtram) 
'"'k tlw chair as Deputy SppakPl', 

:Mr. SIZl:H: He was •ukPd to name thos•· 
hon. members. He refused. I say the hon. 
mPmbPr made· a deliberate mis-stab•ment in 
this House. I regret very much that inci­
;l<•nt. I regret the causes of it. I regret 
that the Go'ernnwnt should haYe permitted 
<·he causes cf it. I expres<' my syrnpathv 
with anyone who was injure-d on that occa· 
··i.•m. I am ;mre thPr<' is no ill-feeling eo 

far as the ~oldiers and policL' are con· 
cerned. But I want to make a comparison 
of the attitude taken up with regard to th<· 
police on that occasion and that taken up 
with regard to the police in connection with 
the recent shooting at TownsYille. In con­
nection with the Brisbane incident it is 
regrettable that a permit was granted for 
th<' procession. The stipulation "a'' mad£> 
that no red flag should be carried. For 
some reason, I believe, that permit was with­
drawn, and afterwards another wa·, granted 
T'hc> Government wc•re fullv mvarc that ther<' 
was a likelihood of the law being broken. 
hur th< ,.e wn< nnt a sufficient number of 
police therf' on that Sundav afternoon to 
havP prevented it. -

:Yir. BREX'SA~: How do you know thPn· 
"' '" a likelihood of then• being trouble? 

}h'. SIZEH: I gan• my reasons before. 
and the hon. mL•mbPr could not refute a 
word I "aid about it. •r.he police wPre not 
ther<' in sufficient nnm hers t{) prevent that 
riot. If they had been, we might have beE·H 
-an·d >t lot of police court trouble. They 
might hanJ arrested all the offending partie<. 
One ewse, which happPw• to be that of " 
member of this U onsP, ha:- be ell hanging 
nu for week,;. Vi'p rnight have b<'dl able tr. 
han' ILJTPsted him therL· and thPn. and th" 
pro,e<'ntion would ht~ve been over long ago. 
'flhe policP rnlH-:i" ure.intain la\Y and ordec 
whethe-r it is ,oldiers who a,.,. defying tht• 
hnv or an:\-" oth0r .~ection of tht• cornn1unity. 
Tt seem" remarkable that when shooting· 
took plaee ovPr ht ~lerivah• strPPt therP was 
a hig polieP fore<' present and the J•<>li<'P 
vi·pre ennlinf'nded for their action-

:Y1r .• J.niE~: For thPir ,,.]f.rpstraini. 

:\lr. SIZEB.: YL'». for their stM·re,traint. 
Yet w.lwn a riot takes placP in Townsvilh· 
tl!Pre is an inquiry into it with tlH' hop!' 
of injuring somp of tlw policP. 

The fpatm·p of this debate ,;eem' to havt• 
been profitee>ring. I am as much opposed 
to exorbitant profit, being made as hon. 
gentleml'n oppositE>. I am prepared to go 
as far as tlw hon. gentlemen oppositP i11 
having them rpstricto~l; but thPre must lw 
a. dist'inction Jwtween legitimate and illegiti­
mat<' profit. If th<• GoYernmPnt attempt to 
ta<'kle illegitimate profit. and not to curtail 
enter1Jrise and retard production, I will b<' 
quite prepar~ed to assist them to pass the 
rneasurP promised in the Governor's Speech. 
Probably therE• is a certain amount of 
profiteering going on, and that is one of th<• 
causes of industrial unr<";t: but hon. gentlP 
mP!l oppositP are not helping to c,olYc it. 
In ,;aving di,tindlv that thev are out to 
overtl1row capital, 'they are 'not likely to 
.a;,sist in soh-ing that problf'm. 

}Ir. .J.UIF.s : \Yho wants to ov!'l'thro" 
r npital? 

Mr. SIZER: Hon. gentlemen opposite art• 
working for the day when the overthrow of 
eapital will bt> an accomplished fact. 

Mr. J A:IIES : You cannot abolish ea pit<ll : 
~·ou would aholish pro{luction. 

:Ylr. SIZER: I am glad to hear t,he hon. 
member sav so. Speeches such as an· 
dcliver<'d b~· men of the calibre of Mr. 
Vi'alsh are rwt likel:c to assist, when in " 
de(iant attitude he savs that, if he does not 
.ctPt "hat he want,: he ,,-ill secure th<• 

Mr. 8iMr.] 
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support and a,;sistance of the I. \N. \V. 
in America, in Germany, and in tm~· other 
part of the world where he can ~et it. 
Something reasonable must be brought for­
ward before there will be any chance of a. 
solution of the problem. Hon. gentlemE'n 
opposit<e. charge hon. members on this f'ide 
of the .House with being responsible for 
profiteermg·. They seem to have tlH' mvthi­
cal idea that we are ablP to pnrchaso' om· 
goods at 100 per cent. kss than thev can 
thei,·.. \V<' have to pay the ,.anw price as 
they do. Therefore we are just as iut<•re.;(p£1 
in the question as they an•. 

Mr. JA:IJ:ES: The hon. riwmb<•r ha> not >et 
defined "illcg·itimutc profit,.•· He arlniib 
that they "xist. · 

:VIr. SIZER: \V hen the• hon. llil'llllwr !or 
Brisbane say,; ho hopes the men will 
rlefy everything until they h>t vc their de 
mands conceded, he is not hopino· to brino­
about a settlement. It is most ;'emarkabl7• 
that in connection with the war the part\ 
or;posite wanted .rwace by nc;:;otiation, yet 
With mdustnal disputes thev want to fi <rht 
to the> bitter end. I am 'going to qu~te 
from « speech of thE' Premier of ::\cw South 
\Yalrs. whose sentinwnts in the main I 

"Dealing with legiolanon against 
monopolies, Mr. Holman said w•' would 
not stand the growth of monopolies in 
any direction. Legislation would bE' 
modelled on the linps of the Sherman 
Anti-trust _.\et in America. Bv this 
means the p<'oplP would be fully pro­
tected against t.h<' risk of exploitation. 
The rights of the worker" would be 
'CCured, firstly by industrial arbitration, 
and secoudly by parli'trneDtary u1Pans.'' 

This ie the point 1 >Yish to refer to particu­
larly--

. " A measure of co-partnership would 
!Je arre.n!jed for in every industry by the 
mtroductwn of a svstem of Whitley 
councils, which were obtaining such 
success in Great Britain in profit-sharing 
and co-partnership. Thus the interest of 
labour and capital would be reconciled. 
The Government would resist equally tho 
Bolshevik and the profiteer." 

That practically expresses th<> views I hold 
on those points. I stre'g the nead for co­
operation. Bring the contending parties to­
gether; do not drive them apart as speeche8 
sueh as those delivered bv ::Y1r. IV alsh and 
others -do. I 6tn very pleased to see we are 
to have a Health Act Amendment Bill. If 
there is anything we need, it is an amend­
ment of the Health Act. We have an Act, 
and we have an administration of that Ad. 
hut they do not reflect eredit upon the Go­
vernment or upon tlwse who administer it. 
We realise that thE' health of the people is 
more important than anything. and we 
,-hould do everything possible to see tha~ 
our Health Act is the most up to date and 
t,he most efficiently administered. We know 
very well that the Queensland Act is not 
up to date. and the administration is faJ' 
from what could be desired. I was fortunat<> 
in being able to come into contact with an 
ex-,_ervant of the department, who mad<' 
ava1labh~ to me much information relating 
t.o that ~\.et and its .administration. The 
hon. member for Mackay spoke of the need 
for research work in reo-ard to the hook­
worm disease. I agree ;ith him, not only 

[1J!h. Sizer·. 

in regard to the hookworm disease, but in 
regard to every other disease. We shaH 
accomplish more by applied science than by 
all the routine work in the world. We ha-d 
in Dr. Burton Bradley one of the most com­
petent scientists and bacteriologists not only 
in Australia, but in the world. He was 
recognised as such by tbe British Medical 
Association of London. His work oil 
"Dengue Fever" was lo9ked upon as th·· 
medical work of tlw year. 

.'VIr. BREX::-l.\N: 'Is that the hallmark of 
ahility ·: 

:\Ir. SfZER: The recognition of t.~~~ 
Briti ,h :\I<;dical Association earrie;; thrc<' 
tirnP~ as rnuch wt•ight as would a declaratic,n 
b'· the preHident of the Priyy Council th d. 
t iH' hnn. nH'Inhur for TO(H\-olln1ba was t!F·· 
!.!,T(~lt<·:--t Ja\\\Tr in Quot'n:-.]ancl. 

::Ylr. BRE:\~AX: That. would Hot "':·· 1 hat 
it ,,\a;-< {'on·eet. 

:\lr. 81ZER: \Y•· an• well aware that ,uch 
an opi1jon of rh~· hou. InPnlbL'T eould 1111~ 
l""'ibl:v !J, <·onPct. In Dr. Bradh;y. W<' had 
ont• of tho nwst t:{)llll)Ptent u.dnnrnstrator:-­
and &cientist-:, not only i11 Aurtralia, hut ih 
the world. 

The Hmm ~ECRETARY: You don't kn"w 
what ·you are talking about. 

:\lr. SIZER : The hon. gentleman will want 
to know what he is talking about before I 
fmish. Dr. Bradley was prepared to devote 

himself. heart and soul, to work 
f9.30 p.m.j in the interests o! the pe'!ple of 

Que·ensland. Durmg the t1me ot 
the diphtheria epidemic his services were very 
much in demand, and he was wanted to gr. 
back at night to work. In a mem.orandmn 
dealin11 with this subject, he wrote-

" SiP,--Although I am perfectly willi:1g 
at " time of stress like this to work back 
nntil 6 o'clock if necessary, so that :h•> 
work may be done, we have no lighh 
in the laboratory, and have been ;Jre 
vented from using an extemporary ek" 
tric outfit \Vhich I fitt0d up. A£te1· 1alf 
past .f it is quite impossibh• to ne<• 
daylight." 

That i, one of the up-to.date methods 
adopted bv the Health Department. Them 
are manv "things in connection with bacteri 
olog:v in 'wh'ich they are .required to use b)ood 
for carrying out certam tests. Here 1s . a 
quotation from an official memorandum wr1t~ 
tAn on 14th October, 1918, to the Minister-

" Sir,-\Ye are having a conl!iderablec 
amount of difficulty in obtaining suit­
able suppli<'s of serum culture medium 
£or special work on diphtheria, menin 
gitis, etc Gp to the pre,ent d~te, when 
wu required serum agar we han• been 
in tHe habit of bleeding one o: other of 
the staff of the department. 'fhis. as you 
can understand, is not an absolutely 
'atisfactorv method of obta.iting sterilo 
scrum, an;1 the donors of the blood are 
apparPntl:c getting tired o~ the proced_ur<. 
[ t occurred to Ill<' that If 1Ve obtamed 
two old hor~.r•s, which sho•ld be pur· 
··hased eheaph·, we could Jeep these at 
the old laboratory, and be able to obtain 
supplie·, of horse serum in a sterile con­
dition when required. Two horsps would 
probably give a sufficient 7ield to allow 
us ::lso to thus ~?tain a b'g bulk of nur 
nrd1nary ~erun1. 

Hon. m(•mb<>rs will noti<'P lh>tt I am n•.t 
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rnakiut'.' UJan:: comments on this correspond­
ence. [ am simply quoting from the letters 
and report" which by themselves show how 
up-to-dat<• is thP administration of the Health 
Department with regard to microbiology and 
bacteriology. No doubt. in the course of his 
reply the .:\Iinister will complain that Dr. 
BradlPY wa·-: behind with his reports, but I 
would remind him that the doctor asked for 
an iucreased staff, and that his requP••t was 
refused times out of number. I grant that hP 
got wml' addition to hi:;' staff, but only 50 
per cent. of what he required, and I want to 
show the cost of this neglect to the people of 
Que•'mland. In order to do so, I •:hall quotP 
from a copy of an annual report by Dr 
Bradley. which, for some reason or other, 
was supprPssc•d, and was not made ayailable. 
In that r<'port, Dr. Bradley said-

,, I haYe tried also to shorten. wherever 
possible. without encroaching, of course, 
upon tlw actual time occupied in actual 
<•xaminations, the tim·e during which a 
doetor, hospital, or department has to 
wait for his report. You will appreciate 
thP great need for this, and it can be 
shown by reference to one Bpecific case 
out of manv which ocl'urred on 17th 
,January, 191S, as a r<:3ult of the shortago 
of staff. A public hospital in a certain 
town submitted a specimen for examina­
tion for cancer from a woman twentv-five 
,\'ears of age. It was 9th ::Yfarch ;,hen 
thP report was sent. The tumour was 
found to be a highly malignant one, but 
it is quite probable, in my opinion, from 
the structure of the tumour. that had that 
report been sent within the usual 
~tandard time of from se-ven to ten days, 
that the patient's life would have been 
saved. whereas it is alrrwst certain that 
now the patient will die within the next 
six months or so with malignant disease. 
There are many othPr cases of this nature. 
When I took over this d<'partment fiftv­
one pieces of ticsu<' submitted for cancer 
were waiting to be proceeded with. Some 
of these had been in the laboratorv since 
Octobe1·, 1917. Comment. on such [, state 
of affairs is needless. The staff, how­
I'YE'r, is still nearly 50 per cent. too small 
to undertake the work required." 

The HmiE SECRE1'ARY : Don't you think 
that Dr. Moore ought to be arraigned for 
manslaughter on the eYideneP vou have 
~iven? · 

Mr. SIL\ER: From my point of Yiew, T 
am not attacking Dr. Moore. 

The HG:IIE SECRETARY: vVhat are vou doing 
ili~! . 

Mr. SIZER : I arn attacking the official 
head of the Health · Department. If the 
Government do not care about a matter of 
this kind, where a human life was wasted, 
and do not insist upon proper action being 
taken by the department, then they deserve 
reproba!ion. The extract I have just quoted 
rs ~ufficrent to show that the department is 
unworthy of the name of Health Depart­
ment, and the sooner it is reconstructed or 
taken a>\ ay from the control of the Minister 
altogether the better, I will be generous and 
say that I beli"ve the hon. gE>ntleman has 
too much work to do. But. in anv case, 
he should be relieved of the Health Depart­
ment. I come now to a.nothN rPport prp. 
pared by Dr. Bradley. 

The Hmm RECRET\RY: Did ht• ~upp]y you 
with a copy? 

.:\Ir. HlY,KR: Ye>, I got it from him. We 
hilYe !ward much about the E'xistence of 
vcw•r<>al dispa•e in this State. No one cl<"· 
plorc~ the oxistencl' of that disease or recog­
nisps morP fullv its seriousness than I do 
[ hold that everything possible should be• 
done to prevent the spread of that diseast·. 
but. tlw Health Department has been very 
slipshod in its methods of dealing with it. 
and the results have not been satisfactorJ. 
This is a letter which Dr. Bradley wrote in 
r<'f<'l'<'tl('f' to this subject and others-

,, l!nder rn;- direction the examinations 
for diphtheria. which involv0d risk to th<" 
lives of man"" little children. received 
pr<'I'Pdenc<' in 'thP work of the laborator;j'. 
This, I admit. was contra rv to the view 
t>Xprp~.sed by Dr. Moore...::.that the 
am ination of thP prmtitutPs should 
undertaken first." 

'!'hP HG:IIE S'ECRETARY: Quite right. 

Mr. SIZER: Quite· right? 
ThP Ho~IE SECRETARY: Yes. 

:VIr. SIZER: Well, I am surprioed at that 
interjt•etion. The doctor points out that the 
cas''' of little children who were in thE' 
hospital :mffering from diphtheria had tu 
wait. and that the cases of prostitutes hom 
the ·.-tre·eh of Brisbane were to be taken first. 
and the :VIinister says "Quite right." If 
that is the hon. gentlPman's view of the 
position, it appears to me that he has not 
a ver0· clear conception of his duties. The• 
medieal profeosion now sav that the report~ 
from the laboratory aro 'valueless. Whilst 
Dr. Bradley was there they SPnt along tests 
in tem and fiftie, and hundreds, and they 
said that the reports were valuablt'. Lc.f 
us go a little further-

.. ~ PXt to the di phthcria test. an<l 
"''Yeral other life and dt>ath matters, tlw 
PXanlination of the sn1ears for gonorrhoea. 
was giH-n preference. -

·'You will see that the primary c;aust 
of delay was merely due to the facl that 
l protested, and, I may say, I protested 
very strongly, against slipshod work h~.v­
ing the authority of my signature." 

And hP is to be commended for it-
.. I was told on more• than one ocea­

oiou that I was mucn too particular. 
Perhaps I was, if the only need of th,~ 
department was to have reports \thich 
would staY!' off the complaints of the 
]oo~e won1en of Brisbane.'' 

Tlw DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ord<:r! h 
the hon. member rr·ading a priYate letter" 

:\Jr. SIZER; :'\o; I am quoting from H. 

IPtt·•r whic'1 appeared in the Press-
'· The diagnosis of tuberculosis was 

,jmilarlv interfered with, owing to th_. 
fa et that for a long· while we were onl:y 
able to spe·nd a fraction of a minute t.o 
{\ach Pxamination. 

''A letter sent to me bv Dr. Kidston. 
for a while my assistant' bacteriologist. 
dated 24th June, states-

·' Sir,--To-day (Monday) being a fairi;v 
,Jack day, I was able to give an average 
of fifteen minutes e·ach to the examina­
tion of gonococcus smears. As a result. 
four out of five showed typical cocci, as 
you wPre able to see for yourself. !11: 

JJ;Ir. S£~a.~ 
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the case of two out of four smears, it 
required twelve minutes' search to assuro 
me of thE' positiveness of the specimens. 

"Yours, etc., 
"T. A. KIDSTON." 

Had those smear·' been examined by the 
ordinary two-minute se·arch or less, whi<·h, 
l,o save time or to get reports out quickly, 
might have been adopted, two cases would 
hav,, been dischargEld teeming with infec­
tion. That went on during the whole time· 
when there was not sufficient examination. 
The time which was taken was too short. 
md the reports which were sent out, if they 
were sent out ut all, were valueless, and I 
Kay t:1at for that reason Dr. Bradley is to 
bE> commPndecl for not >igning anything of 
which hP "as not absolutely certain. Therp 
is a spPcific casE', and I say that the Govern­
ment, if they are since•re in attacking this 
disear;e, must see that thes" examinations arP 
"arried out efficiently on standard tests, as 
scientific work cannot be done in a slipshod 
way. It must be done in a scim1tific way. 
or elsP not at all. ·I intend to quote later 
on to show how work had to be turne-d awav 
-valuable work from military hospitals. Dr. 
BradlEJy wa> ~ompelled to recommend that 
't be not accf'pted for the reason that t hev 
''"l;lld not do it efficiently, because they had 
ne1ther tlw plant nor the staff. The :Minister 
will make much of the fact that Dr. Bradlev 
.vas not •·ngago·d for rf'search work. · 

'!.'hP Ho.ITE SF.('RETARY: I do, most emphati­
·.:a.lly. 

Mr. SIZER: Yt>t, iu tlw te•rm' of hi,.; 
ag-re< rnen1, which I have' in my bag and 
>~~ill quot<·: then• is a specific clause which 
sets out that he was to do research work on 
<.ert<tin dioPa.~e, when opportunity pre~e-nted 
1tself. 

Tb •.. Ho m: SECRETARY: Yes. 

Mr. tUZER: But von ;we<tted him to such 
.t degr<'P that hP W<;S not able efficiently to 
~1o hi" work. 

The Jilo:~~E SECRETARY: You haw ,imply 
'l·ot Dr_/Bradley's ve·rsion. 

~Ir. SIZER : I ha vc not. I haw m am 
!rtters- which .I shaq not be able to quote 
'Il mv hour-m whiCh Dr- ::Yloor(• recom­
mend;,<! Dr. Bradley to report to the 
MinistPr. 

.:\Jr. BRENNAN: He ha' turned round 
bPcausp he· got the sack. 

Mr. SIZER: He ·aid that lw would be 
:;hirking his responsibilities in the interests 
nf th<> people of QuPensland if he allowed 
thPr;1·

1 thing·!-5 to remain unknown. 

Mr. llRENNAN: Why did he· throw the 
down the sink when the people needed 

Mr. SIZER.: It. is " pit:-; thP hon. !lli"lnher 

did not ,]ip <lmn1 a sink. 

Ylr. BHE:\X.\l\: You would go if I did. 

:\'fr. SIZER: :;\;o, th<· hon. member would 
block it up. The hon. merub<!r ··l10u!d gpf 

inside, <me of those half-ton silos that ~lw 
has ··aid 'o much about. (Laughtl'r.) In 
a.noth<'r rPport on the 19th ,JulY, 1918. Dr. 
Bmd!Py mPntioned a question whlc·h probabl v 
t:Oil1•lS under the heading of 1'f•Search, a nrJ 
•·· hich show.s tlw absolute dire neglect of tlw 
Governrnr-nt--ne~lect which <:>all:-; for thf> cnn­
<IP-mnation of th0 who]p pPopiP of tluN·mlan<l 

[Mr. Sizer. 

in not having· sufficiPnt staff to euablc n· 
search work to be done•. I think that am 
man will admit that to appl~· s<·ience t(, 
anything is importa.nt; to apply it to medica I 
work is absolutely essential. \Vere it not for 
the fact that s<·iencp has been applied t<• 
1nedical v;ork-"\YE're it not for resParch vvork. 
W<' would know nothing about diseases which 
in years gum• by puzzled the uwdical pro 
fes•.ion and with whieh to-dav W<' are weli 
acquainted. HPr<' were opportuniti<'s for 
re'"'f~arch work- · 

.. A.s it appears Ill'<'eStiary to do &o~ 1 
shall be clPar on this point, and makt" 
the• definite "tatcment that the work of 
thP laboratory as at present undertakPn 
needs two extra assistants, and that th<· 
past and pre~ent methods of attemptinp; 
work rhat. has to be slumm<>rl OY<'l' i,; 
dPliheratPly decPiYing thP public· who pa.' 
for 11'1;\ "al<u . 

·· I uut~· your rPferenc::P to ruy pn·dt·­
t·c·~..:.;or. I do not \Yitih tu diseu~~ l)r. 
Hnni:,. but I will remiml vou that h" 
left this P'"ition to tak<' up one· nn " 
lowpe salary, and also told mp amongst 
othPrs. a.nd I think also tlw :YlinistPr'. 
\ Pr.v clParly hi~ rt•a-.;on!:- for lPuYin~.'' 

ThP :.VIinistpr ~aid that hP did not g-jyp hi­
rl'as.on~. 

Th" Ho.m: SEt'HU.I.HY: I ,ay "' now. 

:\Jr. SIZER: 
'·ThesE' l'{·ason~. ~t~ far at-; I <_•a n ga.tlw1·. 

\YPl'P that hP wa:-< swt'atP<l, and a.lthough 
1H· applied repeated!~ for a~~sistancP go1 
non~·· Tn parc•nthisi,, I may sa~- that IH· 
adnsecl !llP to go Yery carefully bPforP l 
a<"eeptP<l n1y present position. n 

The HmiE SECHETARY: If Dr. Bracllev rs 11<> 

morE' rPliable in other sta.tements tha~ that. 
you can cut him nut alrog-Pthf'T'. 

:\Ir. SlZER: 
"I note aho that the• journals ,;pok<·J• 

of i11 1ny nwn1o. as '" RPst.•arC'h '' journal~ 
have not !wen allowed.'' 

Will thP hmL gentleman deny that Dr. Brad 
It,~. askt•cl for th(' expenditure· of £10 for 
l'PSParch journah in ordPr that hP might 
kt•ep up to date and that the hon. membet 
rduscd: How does the hon. memlwr expeet 
a scienti't to keep up to elate if hP cannot 
bP supplied with the ordinary joumals of hio 
profe&,iou, which would '""t tlw department 
£10? And yet they are paying hundreds of 
pound· for politicctl propaganda to Randolpb 
B••df(Jl·d. The hon. member sePmed to regard 
Dr. BradleY as like himsP!f. as one who 1wver 
rPquire, trj read; but hP did and so doPs 
PVPr~ Hcientist. 

:\h. BREXNAN: \Vas hP tlw only man th,,t·c·. 

Tlw Ho>IE SECRETAHY: ='<o; thf'l'l• wer•· 
tln·pp others. 

:.Vlr. SIZER: He wa' thP lwst man "'" 
hnn• hac! in Queensland-

.. The books which ha.ve n·qui,i-
tioned are part of the ordinary fitting' 
of anv laboratorv. \Vithout them I must 
hecori1e ont of ~lah•. J am amazed at 
thi,. refusal to grant me books to t.lw 
annuB I value of approxima.tely £10. 
which hooks I need to keep myself 
abrPast of thf' times in the df'partment', 
intPrPRt.'' 

ln I"P~fl::trch vvork H is llPf'l'~:-'al'y that n1onkr'y!"-. 
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,hould be used ; they are part of the ordinary 
<'quipment of an up-to-date laboratory. 
These were not gra.nted. The report goes on 
to ;;a.--

. " Re niy request for m~mkeys. Some 
while ago twenty-one ch1ldren became 
ill with an unknown fatal disease in the 
Children's Hospital. At the same time 
there were many of these cases in Bris­
bane and the surrounding districts. Of 
the children in the hospital, seventeen 
died terrible deaths. I was approached 
by the hospital to do something to eluci­
date the nature of the condition, with a 
view to the preparation eventually of 
wme satisfactory anti-serum or other 
treatment. I pab.<ed this letter on to 
vou, and nothing came of it. Later, I 
applied to the Minister for monkeys, 
with a view to investigating further cases 
of this disease which may be expected 
next year. After many months this re­
que't is refused. In plain language, am 
I to understand that the Minister refuses 
to take steps for the protection of these 
ehildren ?" 

That disease is known as the "X " disease. 
At the Children's Hospital there was a 
'erious outbreak of the disease, and they 
applied to Dr. Bradl0.y for his assistance to 
discover an anti-serum. In Sydney a similar 
request was made to Dr. Cleland. who held 
a similar position to that held by Dr. 
BradLey, and as a result of the wisdom 
,,f the Government of that State and their 
,;ense of responsibility, they allowed that 
officer to continue reseach work in connec­
t-ion with the "X" disease. With what 
result? That Dr. Cl eland was able to 
announce recentlv that he had discovered an 
anti-serum that ·will prevent another out­
break with regard to the disease. That was 
the difference. Had th" ::'\ew South ·wale" 
Government adopted the same short-sighted 
attitude as that adopted by the Queensland 
Government, that disease would have been 
:t mystery to-day, and it might have broken 
•lllt again, and hundreds of children been 
swept a.way b~· it. Dr. Bradley goes on to 
--ay-

"Altogether, I have been refused every 
request I have made. Not on the 
!?rounds of want of money, but because, 
apparently, the Minister thinks that I 
.do not know how to 1nanag{l n1y O\.Yil 
department." 

The Ho :viE SECRETARY : I am 5ure he did 
nnt. 

Mr. SIZER: I expect the hon. gentleman. 
who would not know a coccus from an 
.-!ephant, thinks he does. (Laughter.) The 
hon. gentleman seems to set himself in 
defiance of scientists of the highest order. 
Whatever qualifications the hon. gentleman 
may poF'·<"s, I am sure he does not seriously 
consider himself a scientist, and yet he l1ad 
the audacity to t"'ke upon himself the rig-ht 
to overrule a competent scientist-a man 
who knew his work, while the hon. gentle­
man knew nothing-and in fairness, was not 
Pxpected to know anything about it. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I acted on the advice 
of the Commissioner of Public Health. 

Mr. SIZER: I am not afraid of saying 
here that I do not think the Commissioner 
of Public Hcalt.h is much of an 'acquisition to 
Qtwensland. 

The HmiE SECRETARY : He is the head of 
the department. 

Mr. SIZER: I do not complain of tlw 
::\finister's lack of technical knowledge, be. 
cause he is not expecte-d to know, but he has 
no right to Bet himself up as an authority 
.and overrule a man who does know . 

The HmiE SECRETARY : I took the advicP 
of the Commissioner, who does know. 

Mr. SIZER: Dr. Bradley goes on to say--· 
" There are only three possible alterna­

tives for this laboratory. Firstly, to 
undertake the present amount of work 
and to perform it inefficiently. Secondly, 
to raise our staff so as to comply with 
requirements; or, thirdly, for the Minis­
ter to definitely and publicly ~ecline 
to undertake certain work. J udgmg by 
your minute, the Minister has chosen 
the first course. If this is so, there is 
onlv one course open for me as an honest 
man who cannot consent to prostitute 
his science. I hereby, therefore, tender 
you my resignation, and wish to be re­
lieved as soon as possible. You will also, 
perhaps, be interested to hear that in 
tendering my resignation I have no posi­
tion to take, and no particular opening 
at the present moment available to me 
in this countrv. I state this so that you 
and the Minister and the public may 
understand that I must have a very 
strong reason for throwing up my pre­
sent position worth £650 per annum." 

The Horu:E SECRETARY: That is a whine he 
ought to be ashamed of. 

Mr. SIZER : If anyone ought to be 
ashamed, it should be the hon. gentleman. 
That shows that the man would not remain 
in the position and go on accepting the whim 
of the Minister. Had he wished, he could 
have done his work inefficiently, and the 
public outside would never have known any­
thing about it. That is the sort of man 
evidently that the· Minister likes; but when 
this man realised that he was not performing 
his duty to tllP State properly, he immC'diatel.' 
resigned, and never considered himself for 
one moment. 

::\Ir. CARTER: If hon. members on the other 
side had the same sense of duty, it would 
be a good thing for the country. 

Mr. SIZER : Dr. Bradley afterwards with­
drew his resignation because, in a conversa­
tion he had with the Minister, the MinistE'r 
promised him everything he asked. 

The HOME SECRETARY: That is a lie. 

:vir. SIZER : It is not a lie. 
The HO':I!E SECRETARY : I say it is . 

Mr. SIZER : I say he withdrew his resigna­
tion because the Minister promised to give 
him what he wanted. 

The ACTING PREMIER: You must accept the 
:\linister's denial. 

The DEPUTY S'PEAKER: The hon. 
memb0r must accept the Minister's denial. 

:VIr. SIZER: If I must accept it, I suppose 
I must; but I am only quoting from th« 
report. 

The DEFCTY SPEAKER : I did not 
understand the Home Secretary to state that 
the hon, member for Nundah was telling a 
li~. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: It is not parliamentary 
language, anyway. 

Mr. Sizer.] 
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think the 
Minister was re·ferring to the remarks of 
Dr. Bradley. 

The HOME SECRETARY : I was. He mis­
tepresented the case. It is a deliberate false­
:lOod. 

Mr. SIZER: I did not take the Minister's 
t·emarks as applying to myself. I was point­
ing out that Dr. Bradley must have had 
very strong reasons for resigning. If he had 
been a weakling, he could have remained 
there, but he acted as any strong man would 
have acted and resigned. At any rate, the 
Minister gave way--

The HOME SECRETARY : I did not. 

Mr. SIZER: Will the hon. gentleman deny 
that Dr. Bradley consulted him after sending 
in his resignation? 

The HoME SECRETARY : He had no right to 
consult me. It should have come through 
the Commissioner. 

Mr. SIZER : Will the hon. gentleman deny 
that Dr. Bradley did consult him? 

The HOME SECRETARY: 1 do not deny that. 

Mr. SIZER : Will the hon. gentleman deny 
that, after that consultation, Dr. Bradley 
withdrew his resignation? 

The HOME SECRETARY : He certainly with­
drew his resignation, but not at my request 
nor at my wish. 

Mr. S'IZER : Probably no request was 
made, bqt because the hon. gentleman con­
eeded to him all that he asked. 

The HO)IE SECRETARY : I did not ; I can 
"tate that positively. 

Mr. SIZER: I ask any re·asonable man 
to judge whether a strong man, who had 
thrown up his position of £650 a year, would 
in a moment, after seeing the Minister, with­
draw his resignation? 

The Hmm SECRETARY : If he thought that 
it was a false step. 

:y{r. SIZER: He did not think so, because, 
when he le·ft Brisbane he was immediately 
secured by the New South Wales Govern­
ment, in which State he did mtcellent work, 
and at the present time he has a practice 
in Sydne·y returning an income of over £2,000 
per annum. Dr. Bradley informed me that, 
though he was making that income, he was 
prepared to sacrifice it and do scientific 
work, because, after all, he was a scientist. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order ! The 
hon. membe·r has exhausted the time allowed 
him under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. SIZER: I want, in conclusion, to say, 
if I may be permitted, that there are many 
cases far more glaring t·han any I have 
mentioned, but time will not permit me to 
comment on them,. I wanted to say that I 
think the time has arrived when we should 
have a Health Department which will deal 
with these matters, and the Minister should 
be relieve•d of the duties which are too great 
for one man to grapple with. 

Mr. MULLAN: I beg to move the 
adjournment of the debate. 

Question pqt and passed. 
The resumption of the debate was made an 

Order of the Day for Tuesday next . 
. The House adjourned at throo minutes past 
10 o'clock p.m. 

[Mr. Siur. 




