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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

THURSDAY, 17 OCTOBER, 1918. 

The PRESIDENT (Hon. W. Hamilton) took 
the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

PAPER. 

The following paper was laid on the table_, 
and orderGd to be printed:-

Report of the Registrar of Friendly 
Societi<:>s and Building Societies for 
1917. 

AM.ENDThiENT OF ST~\NDING RULES 
AND ORDERS. 

MOTTOX FOR ADOP1'ION OF REPORT OF 
COM][ITTEE. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES, in 
moving-

" That the report of the Standing 
Orders Committee rlt;commending cer­
tain amendments in the Code of Stand· 
ing Rules and Orders as laid upon the 
table of the Council on the 15th October, 
be now adopted," 

said: Although I am not a member of the 
S\anding Ord~1,; Committee, I have perused 
the report, rrnd I think the Council should 
adopt it. · The first alteration proposed is 
in Standing Order No. 9, which deals with 
the days of meeting. At present the Council 
is eupposed to meet at 3 o'clock, but the 
Presid.,nt does not take the chair until half 
an hour later. l;nder the proposed Standing 
Order the Council will meet at th'' exac~ 
time specified in the Sessional Orders paBsed 
at the opening of the session, namely, 3.30 
p.m. It is proposed to repeal Standing 
Orrler Xo. 10, dealing with the absence of 
a quorum at the opening of a sitting, ani! 
to &U bsti tute the folio·"' ing :-

"At the hour appointed for the mee+,­
ing of the Council. the President shull 
read prayers, and shall take the chair as 
soon tha.reafter as there ~>hall be "­
quorum present; but if at the expi~a­
tion of fifteen minutes after the haul' 
appointed there_ be not a quorum pre>ent. 
the President shall then take the' chair 
a_nd_ adjou~~ the Ccuncil to the next 
s1ttmg da:·. 

The pros~nt practice is that, if them is not 
a quorum prcs"nt after the President ha:; 
read prayers, the Council &tan<ls adjourned 
until the next sitting day. Under the pro­
posed Standing Order fifteen minute'' grace, 
will bo given. The next alteration is in 
Standing Ordm· No. 13-" Absence of Presi­
clcnt." It r~ai!s-

" \Vhen th10 Council is informed by the 
Clerk at the· table of the absence of thB 
Presii!ent, the Chairman of Committees 
&o long as the President is absent shall 
perform the duh~s and exercise the 
authority, of the President during such 
absence. 

'Then provision is made for the amendment 
of Standing Order No. 14, making it read-

" TE::IIPORARY ABSE~CE OF PRESIDE~T 
DURING SITTI~G. 

" When. in consf'(luence of protracted 
sittings of the Council, or from any other 

Hon . .A. ,r, Tones.] 
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cause, the Prosi~h,nt is unable to con­
tinue in the chair, the Chairman of Com­
mittees or one of the Temporary Chair­
men, nominated under Standing Order 
Ko. 17, shall take the chair as PrE;siding 
Chairman during the President's ab­
sence." 

Standing Order No. 15-" 'remporary Pre­
siding Chairman"-is also amended. Stand­
ing Order No. 18-" Temporary Chairman" 
-is also amended. It is not necessary for 
me to r~ad th€o whole of these amendments, 
as hon. members have the report in their 
hands. One alteration to which I may direct 
special attention is the repeal of Standing 
Order No. 116, ail<l the '.ubstitution of a new 
Standing Order. Th~ fir-t paragrap:h of the 
nev· Standing Order reads-

" DrssEKT FRO~r RuLINGS OF PRESIDEX'r. 
" A ruling of the Prl'cident may only 

be di~sented from by motion after notice: 
Provided that the Prec:ident shall be 
entitled to put th~ question when debate 
on any such motion shall have exceeded 
sixty minutes, and that no member shall, 
without concurrence, speak to such motion 
for more than ten minutes." 

That is in accordance with the practice 
adopt~d in th0 Assembly, and also in the 
New South \Valt-s Parliament, ar,.d the 
Standing Orders Committee recomm<md that 
the same procedure shall be adopted in this 
Chamber. 

Hon. E. W. H. FowLES: There has been 
no occasion emphasising the neces.,ity for 
that. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I do 
not say there ha·J been ;,ny occ<toion for it. 
but one never kno,?.f' \Yhen the oecuicn n1ay 
arise. Tlw ne•·.t alc"ration to whi~h I wish 
to direct attention. i-s :n Standing Order Xo. 
128-" Appointing Tellers." It reads-

" In a division, the 1ncmh•rs prE-''--'nt 
Rhall titkc thc·ir 'Cats, the ' Contents' on 
th<' right, the ' N ot-Contouts' on the left 
of the chair respectiYely; and the Prc­
si.dcnt shall apj>Oint tPllers, t.wo from 
eith"r side. m•d shall dcclan'. from li- ts 
of i'hc membe1·s Yoting on each idf', to 
be lumcled to him by the teller .• , which 
!:as the majority." 

Under the old Standing Order only one tellel· 
Wc>s appointed on eithel' side, but I think it 
is necescary that there should be two on each 
side. 

lioN. A G. C. HA \VTIIORN: Taken as a 
whole. the alterations will probabl;· as•,ist 
us, hut I would snggest a slight amendnwnt 
in the propo~ed Standing 01•der Ko. 128. 
It makes provision for thtl appointment of 
two tc'lcr- on ••ither side when the President 
is in the chair, and I think ···imilar pro­
Yision sboulJ :1c n1adc in connection with 
division' in Committer. It should be made 
absolutclv ~1<-.•r that the Chairman of Corn­
mitts"' sl1all follo'·' th0 same procedure that 
is adopted by tho President. 

The PRESIDE~T: V:ith rdcrPncc to the 
point ra;scd by tlw Hon. J\Ir. Hawthorn, I 
would point cut that Standing Order No. 134 
reads-

" DiYi,ions in Committee of the ·whole 
shall bo takrm and recorded in the same 
mannPr. and the same rul0s shall be 
applicable therdo, as in the case of 
diYisions in the Council.'' 

So that the new Standing Order will apply 
to proceedings in Committee as well as to 
proceedings in the House. 

[II1m. A. J. Jones. 

IIox. T. J. O'SHEA: I do not wish t"' 
appear to obstnu:t, but I think it is rather 
!tasty to try ro ehovc the,e new i:ltanding 
Orders through ·without giving hon. member& 
an opportunity of considering them. I have 
only had thorn in my hands for a few 
minute,, and, I think, even with the little 
ti1uc I had at my disposal, that I see a 
difficulty in connection with Standing Orde,­
l'io. 10. I ma,1: be wrong, but I y.oukl like to 
have a little time for consi.deration. I see 
LCJ ne~nssity for rushing the motion through 
this aftemoon, anti think it would be pre­
ferable to adjourn the motion at least until 
to-morrow. I do not know that it w'll make 
any Inaterial difference for the re111ainder of 
the session, which c,-..n only haye a few days 
to nm, Kc•w Standing OrdPr Ko. 10 dc,als 
with "Absence of quorum at opening." It 
is a question as to· what is the " opening'~ 
of a sitting. I presume it means the present 
hour of meeting-half-past 3. If I r<:'memher 
aright. our old Standing Order statfq that 
the House shall meet at 3 p.m., which, 
according to a long-standing fiction, means 
3.30 p.m. 

The SECRENRY FOR 11INES: 1\ow it is pro­
jlO$ed that we shall meet whcm we say we 
dwll mo0t. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: The present 
Standing Order does not sav anything about 
3 o'clock. It says- ' 

" The Council shall meet on uch davs 
and at such hours as may be appoint :d 
by Sessional Order. Half an hour after· 
the time appointed, the Prrsident shall 
read the form of prayer orderc>d to b<:> 
road dailv before the commenccmc,t of 
the procceding3 of the Council." 

Hox. T. J. O'SHEA: It may be all right, 
but I think it is unwise to rush the matter­
through in five minutes without giving mem­
bers an opportunity of reading the report. 

The PRESIDENT : Order! I may ex­
plain in def!'nC!' of the officers that the 
r0port was circulated this morning, and if 
the hon. gentleman has not read it that i& 
his own lookout. 

Hox. T .. J. O'SHEA: With all due defer­
ence to the President, and without disapprov­
ing of anything he sa0 '• T may say that even 
if the report waoc circulated this morning 
that is no rc1son why it should be rushed 
through now. J\fany of us do not get our 
mails till late in the day, and have not had 
an opportunity of reading this report. I do 
not reflect on anybody, but I want to under­
otHnd what I am doing, and as I have not 
had tim0 to study the report, and no doubt 
other nH'mbGrs arc in the same position, I 
sur,rrest that the matter should be adjourned 
untll at least to-morrow. It may then go· 
through in two minutes, 

Hox. P. J. LEAHY: As a member of the 
Si:andin..- 01 :lers Committee, it is n<,t necec;­
~u:: fm·· me to <;ay very much, as the report 
speaks for itself. I ca"l qnite undnrstand 
that hon. members who haYo not hac! rpuch 
tinw to ll'O into the report may require time 
to consider it, as I know I spent four or five 
hours considerin£\' the matters dealt with 
when 'they m~ro lwfore the Standing Orders 
Committee. I think the suggested amend­
n1t•nts of ou!~ RL-: ncling OrderB are an inl­
prov~ment on the prc'c•nt Standing Orders, 
and that thov will "·Jrk well. A similar rulE' 
to that rel~ting to a quorum not being­
present within the prescribed timP obtains 
in the Imperial Parliament, and is working 
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well. I believe that the proposed alterations 
will meet with the approval of the House. 

Hox. R. SUMNER: I beg to move the 
.adjournment of the debate. 

Question put ami passed. 

The r~c,umption of the debate was made on 
Drder of the Day for to-morrow. 

CO::\"STITUTION ACT AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

Sr.cmw READING-RESUMPTIO:,;- OF DEBATE. 

HoN. A. G. C. HA \VTHORN: In view of 
ihe fact that it is proposed to close this 
-debate this afternoon, and of the frcct that 
th,o que.,tion has been fairly and fully 
debated--

_The SECRETARY FOR }frNES: And that there 
Will be another opportunity of discmeing- it. 

HoC'!. A. G. C. HA \V'J.'HORN: And, I was 
gomg to say, we m ay presume there will be 
:>nother opportunity n~xt SPesion of discuss­
mg the mcawre >:cgain, I do not propose to 
go at >"_er': great length into the matter. 
~ hav~ lJeen greatly pleased with the way 
m wh1eh thG que twn has bPen debated in 
the Hou,e, and -I wish more ·particularlv to 
make refcrenec to the speeches of the Hon. 
Mr. Brentnall and the Hon. Mr. Curtis. 
":J'hey arc two or our oldest members-the 
Hon. c\Ir. Brentnall_ varticularly-a,, far as 
l1oth age and appomtmcnt to seats in the 
9ouncii are conccrnPd, and I consider that 
It reflects very great credit on this House 
that men of t!F ir matnr~ age and experience 
should be abl0. even although they h:'ve been 
,called b:" per ons who oppose them " old 
foss1ls," "1ncapablcs," and "men ,vho 
should gf't out,"· to put this matter before 
the coun+ry in snch a eurcinct and creditable 
manner. 

The SECRETARY FOR J\IJNES: It is hardlv 
fa_ir to imply that W<l m;cd that expressioir 
v:rth regard to the hon. gentlemen men­
tiOned. I hrw~ never once refcrr1ed to anv 
mew ber of this Council as an " old fossiL" ' 

Hox. A. G. C. HA \YTHORN : I am not 
referring to the Minister. I am referring to 
persons both inside: and outside the House. 
Th~ ger.ttlemen I havp mer:tioned have put 
th<'Ir VIeWs pn this qucsbon very clearlv 
befo,re the country, and if their speeches are 
reaa. by th~ elect.)rs I am sure they will be 
<'~mvmccd that vve a!e moving on right 
hnrs, and that they will be on rio·ht lines 
in voting for a C'mtinuation of thi-;; Cham·­
bcr It has becm said here that the people 
have given the pr<csent Government a man­
date to do many things. and that amongst 
other thmg', a mandate to abolish this 
Council, lwc~u~,~ that is part of the platform 
of. the La_bour party. Amongst the manJ 
thmgs whJCh wore put before the countrv 
v_er:· plainly at th.e la6t el<:ction the ques­
tiOn of the abolition of this Council was 
not very prominent. ]\.'[embers in their elec­
tio'l speech''. r,stlwr avoided that subject, 
no doubt fedmg that th<J decision of May 
last year "as so greatly ag-ainst them that 
it would nob be well for them to go into 
thie matter too largely. 

The SECRETARY FOR JI.IIKE'< : It is a plank 
in the platform. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN : It may be 
a plank in the platform, but that platform 
was _d_rawn up twenty-five years ago, and 
conditions haYe changed considerably as far 

as this House is concerned since that time. 
and the reasons for urging the abolition of 
the Cou':cil arc gone, a !though that plank 
1~ still m the Labour platform. At that 
hme the> people had no veto in matters in 
dispute bet»~cen the two Houses. They had 
no opportun.Ity of getting a Bill which was 
re] ected twiCe by this House referred to 
them, \yith a \iew to their deciding whether 
that Bill should become law or not. This 
is a feature of the question that has never 
been put . prominently before the people at 
a1_1y eledwn. The plank for the al1olition 
ot the Council is still in the platform, 
although, as I have said, condition' h~ve 
changed considcrabl,v. I am suro that the 
fact that conditions have changed must have 
weighed considerably with a large number 
of p~oplc wh<·n they ""ero crmsidermg the 
questwn 9f abolishing the Council on 5th 
May last yc11;r, and said m9st emphatically 
that they Wished the contmuation of the 
present Legislative Council. I am at a 
loes to understand \Yhat has occurred since 
that time to make the Government beiieve 
that they are likely to get a majoritv ,of 
yotes m favour of th.e abolition of the Council 
1f anothet· refc'rendum is taken. \Ye have 
don<' nothing in this House on which we can 
be attacked siLcc we went before the people 
on that referendum. The bulk of the Bills 
which have bPen brought before us and which 
\V•_, have rejected from timo to time, \Yere 
hefon' ns prior to that referendum. and 
they have all h'on considered by the people, 
who have endorsed our act ion in reg-ard to 
those Bills, if the:· hav0 endorsed a,{ything. 
'IhNsfore, I cannot sec an:l"thing to jmtify 
ilw Govr·rnnwnt taking another referendum. 
I do not kno\v that it is necessary to go into 
the constitutional and legal position, a; that 
has been l one into at different time< at 
vNy great length. \Ve say that it would be 
unconstitutional to abolish the Council in 
the w"y proposed in this Bill. That is a 
matter, of course, which will come on for 
consideration later on, probably before the 
Privy CounciL if the people are so ill­
advi,ed as to give, their vot0s in fa your of 
the abolition of this Chamber. 'I'he Hon. Mr. 
Cm·ns read extracts from Lm·d Haldane's 
speech which show that the Privy Council 
\\'Cro fully seized of the importance of the 
quost;,on. It was plainly shown by the 
speech of Lord Haldane that the members 
of the Privy Council do not treat the matter 
in any light or trivial manner, but look upon 
it a!" one of YC'rv great importance \vhi<"'h 
should be considered, not only by Queens­
land,_ but b"' en-ry portion of the British 
Empne, an3l that even· portion of the 
Briti,,h Empire where" there arc two 
Chamb~r" >hould have an opportunity of 
amwarmg when the case is argu"d before 
the Prh··· Council. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : The Liberal 
JCarty in England want to abolish the 
House of Lords. 

Hox. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: They do 
not want to aholish the House of Lords; 
they want to reform it. This question, with 
many others of eYen greater importance. 
was only brought in a sul">sidiary wrt of 
way before the electors at the last election 
i"l Queensland. The question which put the 
present Government in power then was the 
question of conscription or no conscription­
that and the German vote. I sav. without 
fear of contradiction, that that" is reallv 
what put lho Government in power. · 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: What put them in 
power in 1915? 

Hon. A. G. C. Hawthorn.] 
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Ho~. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: The hon. 
gPntleman knows that it was the cheap food 
cry that put them in power then, yet the 
cost of living now is as high as ever, and it 
is going up as fast as it can. The only 
thing the Government have cheapened is 
moat, and they have done that because they 
have acquired it illegally. They have taken 
advantage of the war. This House has no 
fc.u of going before the public and asking 
for the public support. We have done 
evervthing to justify our existence, and not 
one 'reason has been shown by the Govern­
ment why the vote of 5th May, 1917, should 
lye overturned. 'J'here is no portion of the 
British Empire which has not a sec:ond 
CJ,amber. There is no civilised community 
that is worth reckoning with which has not 
a second Chamber. \Ve have Bulgaria, 
Mexico, I think, and Norway. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: What about 
ihe seven States in Canada? 

Ho:>r. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: They are 
only provinces. You cannot possibly com­
pa,re a province of Canada with a State of 
Australia; the conditions are not nearly the 
same. I have no fear that the people of 
Queensla,nd are going back on the Legislative 
Council. They are not going to be the first 
portion of the British Empire to say they 

shall not have two Chambers. 
[4 p.m.] They are not going to put them-

selves on the same footing as 
these two or three small nations which have 
a single Chamber. The:;· are not going to 
put thernselv0s out of the pale so far as 
the Commonwealth is concerned. \V e ha.ve 
the great advantage in this House that we 
can consider all legislation from a most 
impartial and independent point of view. In 
th,., other Chamber thev ha.-e to be alwavs 
considering hov, their· speeches and votes 
are going to a.ffect them with the electors. 
I know that a man in the AssE'mbly is very 
largely "ffected by the consideration of how 
his actions are going to be looked at by his 
electors. It is all very ~ell to say it is not 
the proper way to look at it. You cannot 
avoid it. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD : You do not care for the 
electors at all? 

Hox. A. G. C. HA \VTHORN: We ca.re 
I argely for the electors, but we endeavour 
to do the verv best we ""n in the interests of 
the whole of Queensland. We are not like 
0ach member in the other House, who is 
bound by the opinions of the particular elec­
torate he reprhents. \V e. on the other 
hand, are bound to consider the intere"ts 
and the sentiments of the whole of the people 
of Queensland. 

Hon. H. C. JONES: They do not believe it. 

Ho:>r. A. G. C. HA WTIIORN: They do, 
a< was sho"·n bv the fact that we had a 
63,000 ma.jority i"n our favour last year. I 
,, m confident that thev will increase that 
majority at the next election. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: K<:'ep that faith. You 
are going to die, anyhow. 

Hox. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I suppose 
the hon. member expect' to live for ever. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: No. 

The PRESIDENT: Order ! I must ask 
the Hon. it1r. Bedford to cease these inter­
jections. They arc too fr0quent altogether. 

Hn'1. R. BEDFORD: There are others. 

[Hon. A. G. G. Hmntho-rn. 

The PRESIDENT : There are others ; but 
the hon. gentleman is making very frequent 
interjections. 

Ho:-;. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Thank y~m, 
Mr. President. -I do not like these ha.rassmg 
interjections. They put one off the track. 
Probably, that is what they are done for. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: Oh, no ! 

The PRESIDENT: Order ! Order! 

Hox. A. G. C. HA W'l'HOR::.J: I say it i& 
absolutelv nec~ssarv that we should have a 
second chamber tu prevent hasty legislation­
legislation that is passed through " another 
place," in rna.ny instances. with the gag, .3;nd 
no proper opportunity is given of di~cu5,,mg 
the matter thoroughly. It comes up h:re, 
a.nd it receives the very best attentiOn. 
Bills that come up here secure greater 
deliberation and consideration; they are not 
rushed through-as the Hon. Mr. Fowles has 
said before to-day-as if they were put through 
a sau,age machine. They get that dclibera.tio!' 
to which thm- arc entitled. I sav unhesi­
tatingly that· they go out of this. House 
improved. A large number of the ~J!ls. that 
we impro.ve her(! arc accepted unhesitatmgly 
bv th<' other Chamber. It is ridiculous for 
the :Minister and others to say we never pass 
anv legislation here. Look at what we have 
done right through the session. There w~re 
fort\·-six Bills brought in during one ses~wn 
and. thirty-eight were pas.,. d. This sesswn, 
I think, ten have come here and seven of 
them have been passed and three negatived; 
and those three wore Bills we were entitled 
to and should negative-Bills like the Vall;la­
tion of Land Bill, and the Trades Hall Bill, 
which was going to take a"ay a park from 
the public and prevent the poor little children 
from Spring Hill having a plac.1 of recrea­
tion. Goodness knows, the parks are scarce 
enon"'h up there. Those are the sort of 
things we do. Do we do them in the intereats 
of a class" No ; we do them in the interests 
of the who!<> of the people. It would . be 
rather intcrf ,ting to 1nake a short revieyv­
of the Dills that we have thrown out in this 
Chamber since the present Government have 
been in power. If anyone looks into ~hose 
Bills he will see that we had every JUStifica­
tion for dealing with them in the way we 
ha\·e. I just want to point out shortly .our 
justificatio? for dea.!ing with c.er:tain B1lls, 
and throwmg them out. The IV1Imstcr, prob­
ably, will not like it, but I think it is JUst 
as well to let the country know "·hat they 
are and what are our reasons for havi!lg 
done so. In 1916 there was the Industnal 
Arbitration Bill which we thre'' out. Our 
main reason was that it ha,d an objedionable 
clause of prdcrenee to unionists in it. 'Ve 
have alwavs held that it is an objertionahle 
thing to e~mpel every man to be a unionist 
bdore he can work. Hon. members opposrte 
have their o'vn views on the question, and 
{~V{'ry rnan is entitled to his opinion; ht:rt 
we ~n this side consider it is not a fan­
thing to compel every worker, before he ca.n 
earn a living, to be a member of a umon 
\\'ho., e politico probably are not his. 

The SECRETARY FOR J\IINE8 : You belong to 
a pretty close association. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: We do not 
compel everybody to join our association. 
A large proportion of the solicitors of 
Queensland are not members of the associa­
tion. 

Hon. T. NEVITT: And practising? 
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Ho;;. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: And prac­
tising. .:'-<obody interferes with them. They 
are not told that they are going to be cut 
out of all work if they ·do not join the 
as,ociation. That is an a<sociation that has 
done a tremendous amount of good. It has 
kept every man un to the collar. If that 
ascociation is informed that anything wrong 
is going on in connection with any rr,ember 
of the legal profession, he is brought to book 
at once; and if he is brought before the 
court and it is found he has done anything 
wrong, he is struck off the roll. That is 
the risk you always run. The solicitor has 
to pass an examination the same as a doctor 
and dentist have to do. I think for all the 
profession' it ·3hould be neceseary to pass an 
examination. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD : A member of the 
·waterqid<;l Workers Union has to be com­
petent. 

Ho;;. A. G. C. IL\ WTHOR::"f: I do not 
think that is so. Anybody who liked to go 
on the wharves used to be able to become a 
member of the ·waterside \Vorkers Union. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD : He cannot last, though. 
Ho::-;. A. G. C. HA \VTHOR:\: Another 

Bill was the Meatworks Bill. As hon. mem­
bers know, that is a Bill which we threw 
out because the Government wanted to com­
mandeer the meatworks on any terms they 
likc·d. We insisted that they should be 
taken over on just terms. That was denied 
to us, and because we would not give way 
on that the Governrr,ent threw the Bill out. 
To show how wrong they were, last year 
they brought in a Sugar Cane Prices Boards 
Bill, giving them the right to take over the 
sugar.mills under certain circumstances. 
There the Council agreed, and the Govern­
ment endorsed it, that they should only be 
taken over "on just terms ''-the very words 
we tried to put in the Meatworks Bill. Then 
we had the Local Authorities Bill, which we 
threw out because it contained the objec­
tionable clause with relation to the adult 
franchise. \Ve have always held that the 
man who "pays the piper " should "call 
the tune." 

Hon. H. LLEWELYN: Everybody pays rates 
indirectly. 

Ho::-;. A. G. C. HA WTHORX: I believe 
che man who pays his rates should have the 
right of saying how the money should be 
spent. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: A landlord who lets 
his house does not pay th<;l rates; the other 
follow pays them in the rental. 

Ho::-;. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Why should 
a man who is not likely to be called on in 
any way to pay the cost of any borrowing 
be able to sav "\Ve will borrow £50,000 in 
this particular local authority"? He can 
pass a loan, put his hat on, and walk any­
where he lik'*l. and lea\'f; the other man to 
bear tlw cost. \Ve looked upon that as an 
iniquitous thing, and we accurdingly threw 
out the Local Authoritie, Bill. The Com­
monwealth Powers Bill was another which 
we looked upon as iniquitous. The Bill was 
brought in to hand over to the Common­
wc•.tlth powers which. W<J had retained under 
the Federal Constitution, and which the 
people, at two referenda, had stated they 
did not want to be handed over. We would 
have been false to our duty had we allowed 
that Bill to go through here. \Ye were abso­
lnt. ly justified in throwing that Bill out. 
That is one of the things we have to justify 

before the people. That certainly is one of 
the particular things the public knew of 
when they voted for us on 5th May, 
1917. Then there vms the Metropolitan 
'\Vater and Sewerage Bill, which was brought 
in to make contractors pay money that they 
were not bound by law to pay.. \Ve con­
sidered that was a most improper thing to 
do, so we threw the Bill out. Then in 1917 
we passed out, first of all, the Chillagoe and 
Ethoridge Raibays Bill. Will any hon. 
rr.ember say that we \Yore wrong in doing 
that? 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: Yes. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Why? 
Hon. R. BEDFORD: Because it 1s a trunk 

line that should be taken over. 
HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN : The Select 

Committe'l appointed by the Council showed 
that there was absolutely no justification for 
spending public money on that railway at 
that particular timq. If further evidence is 
brought forward to show that the proposition 
is a good one now, and that we are justified 
in spending half-a-million on it, no doubt 
the Council will pass the Bill. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD : It looked a better 
scheme to pay £950,000 for the railway than 
to pay £-!50,000. 

HoN A. G. C. HAWTHORN: We did not 
think so. We turned down both. W o also 
passed out the Popular Initiative and 
Rdcromlum Bill. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: We did not pass it out. 
We amended it. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Yes, we 
amended it. We offered the Government a 
most democratic addition to their Bill in the 
sha.pe of the recall, and they would not agree 
to it. 

Hon. EL C. JOKES: You would not apply 
it to yourselves, though. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: We are 
quite prepared to apply it to ourselves if the 
Government can show us how we can do so. 
The people have the power of recall under 
the Parliamentary Bills Referendum Act of 
1908; but we shall not object if the Govern­
ment like to bring in an amendment apply­
ing the recall to both this Chamber and the 
Assembly. (Hear, hear !) In that Bill we 
also wanted to give the people some say in 
the spending of their own money. We wished 
t-o give them some control over the financial 
proposals of the Government. Was that not 
a democratic thing t.o do? I think the people 
who find the money should have the rig·ht to 
say how it shall be spent. The Government 
also brought in the Requisition of Ship~ Bill. 
I am sure the public of Queensland w1ll say 
we were perfectly justified in refusing to pass 
that Bill. The Government wanted to com­
mandeer those ships so as to assist the 
unionists who were then on strike, and we 
objected to that. Not only did they want to 
commandeer the ships, but they actually 
\vantc·cl to ('Ornnlanclcer -0-vc~ry 1nan "\vho 
was working for the shipping companies. 
Thev wanted to conscript men under that 
Bill: We objected to that, and th":t 
our objection was well founded was evi­
denced bv the fact that later en the 
Federal GoYermncnt saw the necessity of 
stoppin"' the game of the Queensland Govern­
ment ;nd 'aid the.t if the Bill were passed 
here 'they would not recognise it under t.he 
\Var Precautions Act. Then we had a.nother 
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Bill sent here which we improved very 
materially by our amendments, but the Go­
vernment would not accept those amend­
ments. I refer to the State Iron and Steel 
Works Bill. We considered that State iron 
and steel wo·rks were an <1 bsolute ncces,;ity in 
Queensland, and we still hold that view. 
But we are asked w give the Government a 
blank cheque, as we have been asked on 
several occasions since. Their own Public 
Works Commission reported that only £5,000 
was required for a start for the purpose of 
making pifl' iron. We thought it a fair thing 
to give them £100,000, and when they 
grumbkd at that we offered them £150,000, 
although we knew they could not spend any­
thing like that amount before Parliament 
met this year. Apparently the Government 
members in this Chamber were satisfied with 
that; but when the Bill went. to another 
place, they would not accept the £150,000, 
with the result that the Bill is not law yet. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD : Did the Government 
representative in this Chamber accept it? 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Yes, he 
;ebned to be perfectly satisfied to accept 
£150,000. Since then the Public Work; Com­
rni::" ~iort havo or~dorsc.d_ our action on that 
occasion b;y saying that £150,000 is a fair 
amount for a start. (Hear, hear!) If it can 
be shown, aftet that money has been ex­
pended, that the"e is a justification for 
furthe1· expenditure, then the Council will 
have no hesitat;on in giving the Government 
whatev0r i·s y.ant&d, so long as we know the 
specific sum they require and the 'purpose for 
which it is to be spent. Then we had tlie 
Many Peaks-New Cannindah Railway sent 
to us for approval. No hon. member can 
justifv that. The railway would have 
involve>d an expenditure o( something like 
£500,000. and we would have had to borrow 
the money nt 5 per cent. or 5± per cent., 
although the Commissioner for Railways 
reported that the, line would not return more 
than 10s. per cent. Was that business we 
were likely to consider, or that we were going 
to pledgn tho country to? I say no. That 
is anothet· thing we c'ar- justify. ' 

The SFCRENRY FOR MINES : The best line 
in the State. 

HoN. A. G. C'. HA W'.rHORN: Then it 
says very little for the others. How can 
it be said that it would be the best line in 
the State wht.n the Commissioner said it 
would only return 10s. per cent., and some of 
our lines are returning· 3 per cent. and 4 per 
cent., althougH, taking the railways as a 
whole, the Government are only getting a 
return of £1 7s. 6d. per c;_ent.? ~ 

Hon. L. McDoNALD: The Commissioner 
doe3 not know that country as well as the 
Secretary for Mine,:. 

Hon. E. W. H. FoWI.ES: The people of 
Maryborough, Bundaberg, and Eidsvold are 
all against the line. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: It will be 
time enough to build the line when the mines 
have been proved. \Ve also amended the 
Land Act Amendment Bill, No. 3, which 
proposed to break a contract that was made 
by <1 previous Government with the p<tstoral 
le'''""'', and to compel them to pay very 
much more rent upon reassessment than the 
incruase of 50 per cent. that was agreed upon 
in the contract made between them and the 
G<;>vernment. \Ve regarded that as some­
thmg that no Government should do, and 
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as <1 thing that the State of Queensland should 
not er.dorse; and I say we were perfectly 
justified in our action. 

Hon. W. J. RroRDAN: That is your long 
suit. 

HoN A. G. C. HAWTHOR~: We h<tve a 
lot of long suits. 

Hon. R. BED1'0RD: Justify your action on 
the S'·«te Enterprises Bill and the Insurance 
Act Amendment Bill. 

HoN. A. G. 0. HAWTHORN : I wil! come 
t•J both those Bills directly .. What have we 
done this S0S•· ion? \V e refused to pass the 
Valuation of Land Bill, and I am sure we 
had ample justification for that. We do not 
wont to multiply the appointments that are 
being made by the present Government. 
\Ye look upon the Bill as unnecessary. The 
Ioc~I authorities are making their own valua­
tion· .. at the pre,•Pnt time, and doing good 
work. They arc the people y·ho know best 
the conditions in their own areas, and they 
arc bc"t able to carrv on their own affairs. 
We also threw out the Trades Hall Bill. 

Hon. L. ::\1cDoxALD: That was absolute 
1 n'judico. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD : :VIe re spite. 
Hox. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: There was 

ll'J prejr1dice about it. We had to consider 
!he qrwotion of public parks in and around 
Brisbane. Thi3 was the only park in that 
neighbourhood. 

lion. E. B. PURNELL : Only about one-eighth 
of an acre would have been taken out of the 
park, and you know people are living in 
hovels-eight and nine houses to an acre. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Order! 
lioN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: It is the 

people in the hovels whom we wer0 consider­
ing. We wanted to give the people a little 
more fresh air. 

Hon. E. \V. H. FO\VLES: Naboth's vine­
yard. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: We also 
am,,hclcd the Insurance Act Amendment Bill, 
y;; irct propo~cd to give the Commi~"ioner 
practically unlimited power of borrowii_lg, 
and power to go outs1de Queensland and nsk 
the money of the State. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: No. He was going to 
compete with the· private insurance companies 
outside tho State, and that was your trouble. 

HoN. _\, G. C. HA \VTHORN: That was 
not our trouble. Our trouble is that we do 
not want the money of the people of Queens­
land to be risked in outside ventures. We 
,,~v there is a sufficient field for the Com­
m1r ioncr inside Queensland, and when the 
busimss of State insurance is fully developed 
hero it will be quite time enough to consider 
the advisability of going outside. We con­
sider that in this matter a "go slow" 
r:olicy is prudent; and certainly we do not 
believe in giving anybody but the Govern­
ment the right to borrow and spend money 
as he likes. 

Hon. E. B. PFRNELL: The insurance corn­
panics pretty well exploited the public before 
the Government took a hand, and we have 
full proof of it. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Then .we 
amended the State Enterprises BilL That 
also proposed to give a Commissioner un­
limited power to spend money. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD : W o proposed a Minis­
ter; you put the Commissioner in. 
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Ho or. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: Well. the 
'Government proposed to g·ive the C'.1inister 
power to borrow and to spend to any extent 
h8 lik0d. The result would have been that 
not only would we have had a borrowing 
Government, but we would have had a 
borrowing Insurance Oomn1i&,~ioner and a 
borro,ving Conunihioner or Minister for 
State enterprises-all of them borrowing and 
spPnding as they liked, without any control. 

Hon. E. W. H. FO\\'LES: Surely the Labour 
party du not borrow? 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: It is one 
of the planks in their platform. (Laughter.) 
This Council is not onlv here to consider and 
amend legi ·lation, but; although we are sup­
posPd not to amend money Bills, we are also 
here to ~ee that the money of the people of 
Queensland is judiciously spent, and that it 
is uot spent on unauthorised expenditure to 
?,'1 unlimited amount. \Ve are here to see 
that it does not go in increa,es of salaries 
that are nnt authorised under the Constitu­
tion Act. \Ye are here to see that it is not 
spent in fighting one branch of the Legis· 
latur<). {Hear, hear !) \Ve are here to see 
that one section of the community does not 
take money out of the general revenue to 
fight another section of the community. It 
is our duty to protect the people of Queer;s· 
le ne!, and so long as >l'e are here we will 
endeavour to do so. 

Hon. IV. H. DE:IIAIXE: You are here be­
can~,,) ::-ou are here. 

Hox. A G. C. HA \YTHORN : V> c are 
hr-re because the people sent us. The Hon. 
:VIr. Dcn1ainc's interjection leads me to say 
that the hon. gentleman and his follov. ers 
and the body of which he is president fur­
ni,h another justification for the exi• tence 
Dl this Coun il. (Hear, hear!) This House 
is the only buffer between the peoplo of 
Queensland and the hon. gentleman and his 
follow!•rs. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD : \Yho are the people ? 
Hon. E. B. PcRXELL: 'I'lw people• b:ohind 

the Hon. :\1r. Dc1naine are the n1aj ority of 
th0 people. 

IIox. )L G. C. HA \VTHORX: I do not 
know that. 

Hon. E. B. Pt:RXELL: You m·o finding it 
out gradually. 

The PRESIDE::'\T: Order! 

Hox .. \. G. C. HAWTHORJ'\: \Ye are 
finding that party out, and we are finding 
the Hon. ~\!r. Domaine out. 

lion. W. H. DE:.ITAIXE: You will find him 
in. 

Hox. A. G. C. HA WTIIORX: Kow that 
the hon. gentleman ha• directed attention to 
himself, I may :•ay that he and his friends 
are one of the main justifie.ttion5 we have 
for being lwre, and ther are the best justifica­
tion )VC haYe foi~ continuing here. IJicar, 
hear!) A report appeared in the " Daily 
Standard" of 29th January, 191:1-and I pre­
sume hon. memlwrs will not question its 
accuracy-C'ontaining a report of the me~ting 
of th0 Labour < cmYPntion that took place the 
day befor0. 'I'he Hon. Mr. Demaine was 
the president of that convention, and he 
gaye an addrcqs. I will not read it all. I 
think that the Gon,rnment and the hon. 
gentleman will be son·;~· for that address 
before it is all oYer. In the course of that 
acldr0ss tlw hon. gcnt!Pman said-

" And, now, what of the aims and 

aspi,·ation of our grand Labour-socialist 
movemmtt generally?" 

And then he wont on to say-
" \V o need first to make the mov€ment 

mw • definitch socialistic to lwYe our 
people re ·1lise ·that Lab:mr obj :cts and 
idea1' "r8 more than high w •gcs and 
shorter hours." 

They arc doin~ Y€ry well on those lines now. 
Not that I obJect to high wages and shorter 

hours, but I believe that, if they 
[4.30 p.m.] get high wages and shorter 

hours, they should give efficient 
work in return. If the employer pays goo_d 
wages, he should gf)t a good reLurn for h1s 
money. 

Hon. \Y. J. RIORDAN: \Ve all b€lieYe that. 

Hox. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: But yuur 
followers do not ; there is a good d€al of 
slovring down in their work. 

Hon. R. BEDFORD: You don't know what 
a fair day's :>rk is. 

HoN .. \. G. C. HAIYTHORN: You have 
never done a fair day's work in your life. 
You ar~ only good at ·,yriting prospectwses 
for "wild-cat') ~chenws. 

The PRESIDEXT: Order! Order! ;r 
n1ust t.:sk hon. gr ntlcmen on both sides of 
the I-Iouso to cease thc-.e personalities, which 
are ·, ery unbeco111ing. 

IIox. A. G. C. HA WTHORI\: \Yhcn the 
hon. n1c1nber rudely intortuptcd rue I wad 
>howing what are the " ain1s and aspira~ 
tions" of the Labour party. 'l'lw lion. ::\:[r. 
Den1ainn further sa\ s~ 

" \Ye need fi,:st to maim the movDmont 
1nore dAinitf:~Jy socialiFtic, to haYe our 
people re1lise that Labour objects and 
id .aJ· aro n1or~ tha.n high Y· ages and 
shorter hours. Tltuo are. of course. 
ll{)CC ,.;a,ry during the tl'ansition period 
from wngedom to freedom, but the ideal, 
the abolition of the wagF'" systcn1 1 a~d 
the e.ubstitution of common owner,lnp 
and control of industry for the common 
good must he kept more before the people 
than it ha, been." 

Is that going to commend itself to the 
general body of the public of Queensland·? 
Tho hem. gentleman goe, on to say-

" Liberty the \Vatchword." 

h thoro c'llY libertv in the Labour IllOYCfr'~nt 
ior individ~wl members? 

Hon. E. B. PuRXELL: Yes. 
HoN. A. G. C. HA WTHOR::-J: I say there 

is very little liberty in the Labour move­
ment. 

Several HONOURABLE ME)IBERS interjecting, 

The PRESIDEI\'I' said: Order! I must 
ask hon. gentle1nen once again to cease these­
interjections across the Chamber, and not 
to disregard the call from the Chair. 

HoN. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: 'Cndor the 
hfading "·~iberty the \Vatch.,\ord," the Hon. 
C'.1r. Demame Ht.ys-

" \Ye must oducato, agitate, and 
organise in season and out of season, and 
' solidaritv' must be our watchword. The 
industria( unionists who believD that the 
emancipation of the workers can be 
attained only through what is termed 
'direct action,' must be shm;n that to 
attain thi.', without at the same t1me 
attainin~ control of tho political adminis­
tration fs sheer follv The industrial and 
political Labour-socialist movement is one 
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and indivisible, and there must be com­
plete and absolute solidarity of Labour';; 
forces if capitalism is to be overthrown." 

Is the overthrow of capital likely to prove 
attractive to the general body of the people? 
\Vhere would thev be if there were no 
capital? The Labour party would find it 
very hard to carry on if there was no capital 
for them to spend. The Hon. Mr. Demaine 
then speaks of "The Need of Class-Conscious­
ness," and says-

" One of the educational needs of the 
hour is to bring the workers to a fuller 
realisation of the need for a great-Cl' 
class-consciousness amongst them. The 
fond hope that some of them have that 
they may become employer~ and ex­
ploiters of labour in due course must be 
dispelled, and the fact that there can 
be no possible identity of intcrc·-t be­
tween employer and employees must be 
driven into their mind." 

That i,, a most obnoxious doctrine. The 
only way in which the world can go on is 
by capital and labour, emplovcr and em­
ployee, working together. but t'he Hon. ::i<Ir. 
Demainc says thf'y must be continuall2• fight­
ing. These are his further remarks on the 
subject--

" 'Ne cannot have a true democracy 
until--" 

The PRESIDENT: Order ! I must ask 
the hon. gentleman to point out what con­
nection his remarks have with the matter 
before the House, as, unless he can show that 
there is a connection between the two his 
remarks will not be in order. ' 

HoN. A. G. C. HA WTIIORN: I am tr"­
ing to justify the existence of this House 
and I say that, if this House is abolished 
and we have only a single Chamber, ruled 
by people entertaining those views, the 
whole State will be upset in no time, and 
9ueensland w!ll not be a pl_ace worth liYing 
m. There w1ll be no ca.p1tal or anything 
else hero if those people have their way. 
I cox:tend that ! am perfectly justified in 
sh?wmg >~h~t w1ll happen to the people if 
th1s House 1s not here to protect their in­
terests. I want to show what rislu the 
people will run if this House is \\ ipcd out. 
The Hon. Mr. Demaine continues-

" ~·e cannot have a true democracy 
until capital!sm is overthrown, and only 
a class-consciOus people can do tho over­
throwing. Therefore, we must have 
labour class-conscious and imbued with 
the knowledge that only by the com­
munilisat!on, or socialisation of capital, 
can the mterests of labour and capital 
becom,e identical." 

How long will capital and labour be identi­
cal if they are bound together under the 
L~ bou~· !novcment' However, I do not 
thmk. Jt 1s much use going further into the 
quc,shon at the present time. \Ve shall have 
ano!her opportunity of dealing with it next 
m:;ssiOn, _and shall be able then to put our 
vwws still mme fullr before the people. I 
move as an amendment to the motion-

". T~at the question be amended by the 
omJss1on of all words after ' That ' with 
a vi"w to inserting the following:-
." this House 1isagrees with the prin­

mples proposed m this measure, for the 
following general reasons:-

" 1. Because, since all the other States 
of the Commonwealth retain the bi­
cameral system, its destruction in 
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Queensland would fatally prejudic'l the 
standing and rights of this State, reduc­
ing it below the level of all the others . 
and dislocating the provisions by which 
due representation in the Federal Par­
liamf)nt is secured to Queensland. 

" 2. Because some revising C'hamber 
is necessary in order to obtain equity, 
harmony, and consecutiveness in legisla­
tion, as a <Jingle Chamber, unbridled and 
acting before el<Jetion h€,a t has time to 
cool, is tempted to force measures through 
that are partisan, haphazard, and due 
to momentary impulse. Ko alternative 
propos<tl for a second Chamber, whether 
el.,ctive or otherwis•J, has at any tima 
been submitted to this Council by the 
Legislative AsBemhly. The present Bill 
proposes even to deprive the people of 
their constitutional option of having an 
elective second Chamber. 

"3. Because the L.::gislative Council 
repre.;ents all classes of the community 
-agricultural, grazing, comrnercial 1 

mining, and ill'dustrial. ::'-Jo class is 
overlooked, and wherever partv interest,;; 
in the Legislative As3fjmbly 'clash, the 
Legislative Council holds an even 
balance and ,ecures just treatment for 
all. If the Council were abolished 
eeveral important clac-ses would be in­
adequately represented in Parliament­
e.g., at present the grazing industry, 
w_hich is the largest, in Queensland, is 
dnectly rP,presentcd bv only two out of 
sovPnt.,.--b, o members in the Legislative 
Assembly. 

" 4. Because the legislation passed by 
the Legislative Council in the last fifty­
five yeurs (including adult suffrage, local 
government, Acts relating to factories 
and shops: wages boards; trade unions; 
free, secular, and compulsory education; 
and an increasing body of democratic 
measures during the past fifteen years) 
has b~en in the interests of all classes, 
'vithout fear or hvour. and has resulted 
in the eon~inuous and sub•,,tantial pro­
gress of this State. 

" 5. Because the Legislative Council 
has always assented to Bills that em­
bodied the undoubted will of the people, 
and has used its powers of amendment 
reasonably. Many of its amendments. 
made during the present session, and 
during past Parliaments, have been wel­
comed by the Legislative Assembly, and 
are now statute law. 

" 6. Because during the present Par­
iiament the Legislative Council has not 
insisted upon any am~ndment except 
where necessary to prevent confiscation, 
injustice, or wanton interference with 
business-

e.g. (a) In the l\Ieatwork6 Bill the 
onlv amendment insist0od on by this 
Co,;,ncil was that property acquired by 
the Government under the compulsory 
clauses of the Bill should be acquired 
on 'just terms.' The Legislative 
Assembly refusQd to agree to ' just 
terms.' 
" 7. Because if the Parliamentary Bills 

Referendum Act of 1908 is valid, the 
Legislative Council's veto or amend­
ments are always subject to a referendum 
of the people, and such powers are limited 
to a few months' delay of any mea£ure 
-a delay which is often necessary in 
order to allow public opinion to mature 
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and to prevent casual and costly experi­
ments in legislation. 

"8. Because the abolition of the Legis­
lative Council would remove all checks 
upon the Legi;;lative Assembly by refer­
endum or otherwise, and the people 
would be robbed of their right of appeal. 

" 9. Because the abolition of the Legis­
lative Council would plac~ the Judiciary 
rmJ the Land Court at the nwrcv of 
the dominant partv in a singlP-cha;nbnr 
Legislature; and. would shake the 
security of tenure of officer;; such as the 
Auditor-General, i·he Commission~r for 
Railways, and the Commissi.mer of 
Police, whose duties are such that they 
should be freed from all political tempta­
tion or menace. 

"10. Because there has been no public 
desire or mandatE· for such abolition; 
on the contrary, this Legislative Council, 
durin&( the present session, has been eon­
tinuaJ!v relied on to secure liberties for 
the pe-ople and to defend the rights of 
the community from rapacious encroach­
ment. 

" 11. Be~:muse at the referendum taken 
on this express single iBsue on 5th J\Iay 
of last year, the people of Queensland 
emphatictlly refused to b~ robbed of their 
VJnstitutional rights, and desired. by an 
overwhelming maJority, to retain the 
safe form of Government by two Houses. 
There is every reason why that verdict 
should be r:luly respected in the interests 
of all classes in the commnnitv. 

" 12. Bee a use the present gr~ ve period 
of the war, with so many of the elector, 
of this State absent on active service at 
the front and ~lsewhere, and with so 
,many serious tasks of urgent and vital 
importance engrossing the public mind, 
is no fitting time for plunging the State 
into violent and prolonged controversy 
on matters of constitutional change. 

" 13. Bec2. use in the present world­
wid~ turmoil, industrial, political, racial, 
and otherwise, there appears to be need 
rather for strengthening than for under­
mining any of the constitutional O>afe­
guards in any part of the Empire. 

" 14. Because the Council ads as the 
permanent eo-trustee of the public safety 
and welfare, and no v.,Jid reason has 
been adduced why the Queensland com­
munity, an integral part of the Empire, 
should be deprived of such protection." 

Those are all good reasons which should 
justify this House in the eyes of the country. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'di)';ES : Our one r<'ason 
is weightier than the whole of :your fourteen 
reasons. 

Ho". A. G. C. HA WTHOR~: The only 
rea-.:on hon. 1nembers opposi:e have for 
abolishing the Council is that we have 
preYcntcd them passing unfair and oxtrava­
gf1nt legislation, but we arc here to ddend 
the rights of the pcoplo of Queensland. and, 
S•) long as we are here, we shall endeavour 
to do that to the best of our abilit,-. 

HoN. A. J. THYNNE : I should like to 
say a few words on this proposition before 
we go to a vote. but I shall not detain the 
Council wry long. I do not intend to go 
on>r thi• list <>f m<'asures which have been 
referred to in detail bv the Hon. Mr. Haw­
thorn, as I do not think there is any need to 
d:J so. What I wish to speak about i~ the 

attack which has been made on this CouncH 
by several per,ons, including the :Minister, 
in which attack we are charged with having 
habitually mutilated Government measures. 
\Ye amended and t•ojected a good many 
mr asures : but I throw down this challenge 
to show where this House has in any serious 
matter interfered with or mutilated any 
Bill that did not conflict with one of four 
principles-principles that, eo far as I as 
a member of this House am concerned, I 
stand by; and I am sure the same ~an be 
said of a good many other members m th1s 
House. vV e stand by them, not merely 
becauc,,e they are principles whic_h arc accept­
able to us, but because we thmk they are 
vital to the success and the welfare of the 
community. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR MrxE~ : "\V e arc not 
attacking your principles: we are attacking 
the system. 

Ho". A. J. THY:'i"NE: The hon. gentle­
man does not know yet what those prin. 
cipl<'s arc. I say that the hon. gP'Jtleman. 
in the measures brought forv. arc!. has 
attaclred the principles on which we have 
had to insist. In the first place, the· 
majority of us in this I~ouse tanrl for the 
principle of the honounng of publlc con­
tract". "\Y c will not stand b,- the dishonour­
ing of the State by the brea~h . of Govc~n­
ment contracts. The next prrnc1ple I Wish 
to refer to is that ,,-c object to legislation 
which is unjust to an individual or a section 
o[ individuals. such as has been proposed. 

The SEC'RET\RY FOR :\IrxE8-: You have not 
proved the dishonouring of contracts by the 
Government. 

HoN .. \. J. THY:c(="E: I do not intend 
t" be drawn into a full discussion of those 
things. They are notorious. 

The SECRETAR¥ FOR ~liNES: Jt is all very 
well with a shake of the hand to make ;:, 
vague as"Prtio~. but :vou have not proYed 
the disbonourmg of contracts by the 
Government. 

HoN. A. J. THYNNE: I will give one 
instance alone, and that is rhe attempt to 
break the contract of the pastoral lessees. 
That is ono instance, and it js enough for 
my purpose. I do not propose to go into ~t. 
I am merely here to-day iJ ass8I:t certam 
principles Hnt 1vc otand by and mtend t? 
stand by, and to which nearly all the mutJ­
lations-so called-can be referred. The 
second one that I was sneaking of was that 
we will not ·stand bv icgislation which is 
unjust or uniair, Oi: ·,, hich deprives ind.i­
viduals or a sec·tion of the people of the1r 
legal rights. Another thing we c':and for is 
the fulfilment i v both Houses of the duty 
imposed upon the_m by their po~ition of a 
strict, dose att<;:ntJOn to th0 pubhc finance<;. 
Wo arc not disposed to depute . the 
rest•cnsibility of tl1ose things to any CabJr,ct, 
or anv section of the community, or anybody 
appointed by the Go.v8rnment in power. It 
is the dut·.' of Parhamcnt to keep a close 
view and hold upon the public purse. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES inteejected. 

HoN. A. J. THYNNE: Will the hon. 
gentleman allow me to speak? He has no 
more right to interrupt than any other 
member in thP House. 

The SECRETAR1; FOR MINES: Look at my 
speeches; they are full of interruptiom. 

Ho". A. J. THYN~E: If the:v were, the 
men ·;,·ho havE' done it have been guilty of a 
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rudeness which ought to he reproved. There 
is too much of it. My pleasure in attending 
!n!R House is larg-ely m<trl".'d by the manner· 
in which interruptions go on on both side•• of 
the Home. I dislike being in the House 
when these interruptions are going on. I 
think, when a member is speaking, it is a 
per,onal rudeness and an injustice to the 
other members for interruptions of that kind 
to take place. I hope the President will 
stand by the attitude which he has taken up 
this aftcrncon, and prevent it as much as 
possible. The ;;hird point I was speaking of 
w~s the control of the public funds. The idea 
of pa"ing that responsibility or that duty 
on to anybodv else wh0 is not strictlv under 
the cont~·ol of Parliamr·nt is, I think, a 
breach of the duty of Parliament. and one 
which I hope this Conncil will endeavour to 
resist as lor1g as pocc.ible. Another principle 
is that we stand as far as possible for 
not only ThP control of the finances, but the 
control of thnt Jeg:islatio.n which we depute to 
various bodies to enact. The old system of 
giving· the Executive or any body the power 
to mak<' by-laws which shall be a part of the 
law, \Yithout this House having a say in the 
aceeptan~,e or approval of it is against the 
solid principles of Parliament. Those are 
things to which we have stood up and on 
,,hich we have amended and rejec-ted mea­
sures. Another thing we stand for, as far as 
we have been able to do it, is the integrity 
of our courts of justice. It has been said 
here at various times that the Government 
have received a mandate from the people for 
thic, that, and the othPr. That mandate 
contains u grer!.t man:v claus0s, according to 
the account given of it. I say that no man­
date can be prc•sumed to be given by the 
people which involves rith0r a breach of 
public contract5, unfair lPgislation, or ne~lect 
of duty on the part of Porliament. All the 
mandat0s <ll'<' more or less liable to qualifi­
cation. but those are qualificaticns that are 
essential to thP existence of everY mandate 
which can he claimed by any pa1:ty. Those 
are the main things h:v which this Council 
appar<:'ntlv has acted; ·and so long- as the 
Council stcnds on those lines, unless some 
cataclysm comes over the people of this State, 
this House \vill stand hig-h in the confidence 
of the JWo;ole of thP State. Anv neglect of, 
or rienartnr<' fr0m. those will brin'l" <lishonour 
to this House. and will b0 much to be depre­
cated. T trust that cver:v member of this 
House will apnreciatA the' obligations he has 
taken in accenting the honour of a, seat in 
this House. It has bcnn said that this House 
is onf' which is sp<'cinlly hostile to the E'xist­
ing GovE'rnment I have been in this House 
n~w for nParlv tbi1·tv-seven vmrrs. and I have 
nPvcr known· a Go.;,ernm<mt in this countrv 
who haYP not hac! opnfl~ition in tlois Hrns~. 
For sevPn :-·ears or so ·r occupied the position 
which thE' Minister h<1s now, and I had to 
contPncl ;,vith onnosition and ~evPre criticism 
of all thP measurps and thP loss of measure,;, 
at thP hand,; of this Council. I have taken 
part in opposition to Bills that were intro­
ducnd bv varions Governmenb. I have 
opnosed Bills and tried to amend Bills that 
were introduced by the Government of which 
I was sunposed to he a follower. I sav with 
some pride that I have never beE'n " f~llower 
of e"ny political Government while I have 
hPld a seat in this House. When I was a 
MinistE'r I did my dnty as well as I could as 
the :\Iinister in charge of the business 
committed to me by ·my colleagues; but 
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t·hroughout the whole of my career in this 
House I have taken an independent part, and 
criticised fearlesc,ly both my friends and my 
foes, if they were such, at the time. I hope 
that so long as I am spared to continue to 
occupy a scat in this House, that will be my 
attitude. 

'rhe SECRETARY FOR :\liNES: You would be 
partly responsible for the Bills introduced 
here. 

Hox. A, J. THYNNE: Yes; and I took 
verv o-ood ~are that I introduced no Bill that 
did" n~t get my approval. If the mea sa re was 
one of which I did not approve, I would not 
introduce it, and J would not support it. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : The same 
s~·stcm as our~.; it has the approval of the 
Cabinet. 

HoN. A. J. THYNNE: I hope the hon. 
gentl<>man can say that it is so. I ~o not 
sav whether it is or not. I am speakmg of 
vvilat 1ny exp·erience \vas. 

The SECRETARY FOR J\1I;:c;ES: But you said 
you took up an independent attitude. 

IIox. A. J. THYNNE: I took up an inde­
pendent attitude. I have done. so a]] my 
life in this House. I took up an mdependent 
attitude in the Cabinet as to whether I 
approv0d of the Bills coming forward . or 
not. If I did not approve of a B1ll commg 
forward I did not support it, and I did not 
carry it through in this House. I feel I can 
now say that, in justice to my colleagues of 
those davs-most of whom, I am sorry to 
.ay, are not here to take the part they used 
to take in the legislation of this State. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\'liNES : According to 
vour own statement, you mnst have been 
the whole Government; if you refused to 
bring in a Bill which majority of the 
Cabinet had acccptl'd 1t as not gone on 
with. 

Hox. A. J. THYNNE: That interjection 
is quite beside the mark. I accepted office 
as a citizen of this State, anxwus to do my 
best for this State. I worked hard for it. 
But unle<:, I was convinced in the Cabinet 
that the measure was rig·ht-and I am proud 
to say that my colleagues respected my 
opinions on thoro matters-unless they were 
measure:, I could support, I could not cury 
them through. I do· not think there ~vas 
one mc<tsure I had the honour of prlotmg 
through this House that had not my com­
plete support and approval. I think the 
hon. gentleman made some refer.ence. to _the 
Governments of Canada, by mterJectron, 
during the Hon. Mr. Hawthorn's sp_eech. I 
would like here to say that the difference 
between the status of the State of Queens­
land and the provincial Governments of 
Canada is a fundamental difference. Queens­
land, in all matters within the jurisdiction 
0 { the Parliament of Queensland, 1s a sov­
f'!'cign State-independent of the Fe{leral 
Government not controlled by anybody 
except by the Houses of Parliament and the 
representatives of the King. In Canad': the 
provincial Governments are subordm!'te 
Governments; they arc not the sovereign 
Slates that Qu<'cmlan0 i~ tf!·day, TJ.:e 
C'Vidence of their subordmatron 1s that thell' 
Governments are persons who arc appointed 
bv the Central Government in Canada, and 
that their functions are very much more 
limited than are ours. The Constitution is 
the vprv opposite of that in Australia. In 
Australia the functions of the Federal Go­
vernment are strictly limited, and everything 
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else goes to the State". In Canada, every­
thing that is not specially allotte-d to the 
States-and they ure minor considerations 
which are allotted, compared with what we 
have to deal with here-goes to the 
Federal Government. Pos,ibly, under a virile 
people such as the Canadians have proved 
thcmselv"' there may be no great difliculty 
or no great failures on their part. I pre­
sume we are going to have a division this 
afternoon, and I do not desire to detain the 
House any longer, beyond expressing rr.y 
sincere hope that, whatever may happen, the 
high standard which I claim this Hou·•e now 
enjoys in Queensland, Australia, and else­
where, will not be marred or stained by any 
failure or weakn0'S on the part of its present 
members. (Hear, hear). 

HoN. T. J. O'SHEA: At this late hour and 
at this stage of the debate it would 
be . very inappropriate to detain the House 
long. I understand there is a desire to 
have a division on this question this after­
noon, and I certainly will not do anythiJJc; 
to prev<mt that. A good deal has been sa 'd 
with regard to the effect of this Bill, if :t 
ever became law, and a good deal has been 
said with regard to the reasons for bringing 
it in. I think that the members of this 
House may be justly prou-d of the traditions 
of the Chamber. I think I have heard i; 
said -during a previous session that before 

certain members came into this 
[5 p.m.] Chamber they had a very -dif-

ferent opinion as to its constitu­
tion, its traditions, its sense of justice, its 
sense of .absolute independence. I am glad 
to know that the sojourn of a session in 
this Chamber has removed some of their 
erroneous impressions. If everv individual 
in the State were called upon to cast a vote 
in the referendum-which some people are 
apparently -determined shall be taken, no 
matter what the consequences-and if every 
individual had the same opportunities of 
forming opinions as to the honesty, integrity, 
and utility of this Chamber, there would be 
little or no doubt about the result. Person­
ally I have none now. It is not eighteen 
months since this matter was referred to the 
people, and, without a single member of this 
Chamber rai",ing his voice in support of the 
retention of this House as one of the bodies 
constituting Parliament, the people of 
Queensland by a majority of 63,000 or there­
abouts, decided in favour of the retention of 
the Legislative Council-and that, in the 
face- of a most energetic crusa-de by rr.embers 
on the Government side in the other place, 
and bv certain members even in this Cham­
ber. So far as I know, not one member of 
this Chamber who is supposed to oppose the 
present Government took the trouble rn 
stump the country in support of the exist­
ence of this Chamber. The matter was !0ft 
absolul<•l~· to the people of Queensland the;n­
selves, and they in their wisdom, and with­
out any c>xertion on the part of members of 
this Chamber to inducP them to retain the 
Legislati,·e Council, -decided in favour of its 
retention. 

The SErRETARY FOR MINES : Did vou see 
the pamphlets that were issued? , 

HoN. T. ,J. O'SHEA : My hon. friend 
rc•fers to the parr,phlPts that wore issued. 
Ho wre]y do<'' not deny that a large amount 
of pamphlotoerimt was done on his own side. 
end a gr >at deal of it not in accordance with 
t:dh. If c, r ctmphlct was is,ued exposing 

some of the false and malicious statements, 
it was only justice to the people of Queens­
land to give them an opportunity of read­
ing, if not hearing, some of the facts that 
would justify tham in giving the vote they 
afterwards did in such a substantial form. 
I trust that, when the matter goes before the 
people again-which will not be f01· some 
months, I presume-the people will have 
even better opportunities of knowing the 
truth than they did last time. I understand 
that there is to be a sum of £12.000 spent 
in propaganda work. I will not digress by 
criticising that at the prP,cnt moment, 
though, if some of the rumours current are 
at all reliablo, th··re is room for very keen 
criticism. However, there will be another 
opportunity of considering that question, and 
I shall not delay the House by dilating on 
it this afternoon. I think Queensland at the 
present time is fortunate in having a safety· 
valve-a Westinghouse brake-as a means 
of preventing the chariot of t:>tate from 
ruching headlong to perdition. This Cham­
ber has. throughout its long exi•,tenco, in­
variably brought a calm and deliberate mind 
to bear on every mattei· brought forward, 
and, as the Hon. Mr. Thynne mentioned this 
afternoon, it is to some extent in opnosition 
to every Government. In other words, it 
i3 the cool, calm, and deliberate critic of 
e,·ery Govf'rnment. What is good in the 
measures brought forward bv each Govern­
ment n•:eives its commendation, rocein•s its 
approval, its support. What is pernicious. 
what is useless, what may lead to evil 
rc>snlts, is carefully cri ticiscd and excised. 
If that is not a useful function I am Yery 
much mictakon. I would ask hon. members 
who blatantly and lond-mouthedly say they 
were brought here to bring abont the aboli­
tion of the Council to go by their E'xperience 
and df'Cide the question-in which of the 
two Chambers, the Legislath·e Assembly or 
the Legislative Council. is the lwttcr, the 
ke<m<'r," thP more a!Prt. ·the more discerning 
criticism. If one WE're to judge by the '"·ay 
legislation is run through in another place 
at the present time, it would appear that 
measures are considered in the en ucus. and, 
if they get the caucus approval, thev get no 
criticism from the Government and its forty­
eight members, 'and then they arc sent up 
here. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\!TINES : And the Oppo­
sition rely on you. 

Hoor. T. J. O'SH.EA: There is no truth 
in that statement. I have been in this Cham­
ber about five years, and I can honestly say 
that no memb<>r of the Opposition has ever 
asked me to yote for any particular measure 
or clause before this House. J\'ot that I say 
there would be anything- wrong in it if hP 
did. hut it has never been done to me. and, 
so far as I know, it has never been done to 
any, other hon. member. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\liNES: But it is a 
fact that the Opposition rely on your action 
here. 

HoN. 'r. J. O'SHF.A: Tl~o country relics 
on 1~ too. and :ar~. "If( ar. hear I You an~: 
doing good "·ork: go ahead." I wonld like 
the Minietor to ans ·,.·er the quPstion--does 
lw J'hink now thet the· meaourF'• brought in 
receive th"t c:trcful, critical a:ttpntion in the 
other phce that they get in this Chamber 
horn those wh Jm he regard,; as opponents? 
Does his own party give them that careful 
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consideration which theY receive from other 
m Pin bers hero? " 

The SECRE'rARY FOR MINES : I know you are 
lcnger getting through here. 

HoN. 'T. J. O'SHEA: You have not. 
answered my question, and I take it that, if 
you could. ·mu would. 

Hon. \V. J. RIORDAN: Give notice of it. 

. HON. 'T. J. O'SHEA: There is too much 
flippant larriklnisnc going on here. 

An HONOL:R\BLE M:E:vrBER: Hub it iu. 

'The PRESIDEX'T: Order ! 

Hox. T. J. O'SREA: It iR time this House 
rose to the position it v. as m before th<·se 
acquisitions. 

The PRESfDENT: Order! OrdE·r! 
Hon. F. l\fcDoXXELL: You are not in the 

Police Court now, and you are not going to 
bro\vbeat us. 

Hox. 'T. J. O'SH;EA: \Vhat do I care for 
your threats? Not a snap! 

The PRES£DE?\'T: Order! Order! I 
ITill't &Bk the '1on .. gentleman to address the 
House, and not carry on a conversation with 
individual member;;. 

HoN. 'I'. ,J. O'SHEA: If hon. members 
Dht·ved the President's mandate and refrained 
frorl1 insulting interjections--

The PRESIDENT: OrdPr ! Order ! 

Hox. T. J. •J'SHEll.: Th0re would be no 
occasion for it. 

Hon. F. ~lcDONNELL: You are very touchy. 

HoN. '1'. J. O'SHEA: I object to being 
threatened by you. 

Hon. F. McDoKNELI.: You are not in the 
Police Court now. 

The l'RESHJK1\'T: Ord~r ! 

HoN. T. J. O'SHEA: I can defe-nd my· 
selE from you, and from all around you, and 
[ am not goini~ to be thro ,nJ off my guard 
by you or anyone ehe. It seem•· that hon. 
gentlemen on one sicle make it a rule to 
n~ake rude and insul~ing r~marks--

'The PRESIDE:'-JT : Order ! OrdPr ! 

HoN. •r. J. O'SHEA: And they think they 
can continue jt--

The PRESIDEKT: Order ! 

Hmr. T. ,J. O'SHEA: I think hon. mem­
bers in this Chamber have sorr.ething to be 
proud of in the v;a.y they have car•·i~d out 
then· dutico. and have endeavoured to do 
what thev bCiieved to be hest in the interests 
of the co!mtry. Th.;re are hon. members hero 
who can ill afford the time they are giving, 
but they g·ive it gonerou,]y and without any 
reward or profit to themselves, tmd, what is 
wor'>E than that, they get a good cleal of 
abuse for their (lfforts to bring about what 
is beneficial to a l<trge proportion of the 
people of Qm'•:nsLnd. 

Hem. T. c-.rEVIT'r: Does that not apply to 
both sides of the House? 

Hox. T. ,J. O'SHEA: I am quite prepared 
to admit tl-jat hon. membe.c·s on both sides 
-de Yote their rt•tpntion at times to the mea· 
sure•'· but I ea\ that those members in this 
Chan1bcr ··"'·ho ;.re no'Y -so clarnorous ··for its 
.abolition aro llC't those who devote che 
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grc atest care and attention to measures which 
come along und demand their attention. 
The:-- take in gloho whatever. the Assembly 
hlws to send up . to them, w1thout making 
any dfort to critwise it or amend it. For 
the last 'ohree year<;< I have not notice·d an 
irnportant amendment to any measuro 
coming from that eide of the House. 

Hon. \Y. J. RIORDAN: The strangl~-hold is 
put on by you . 

Ho;.;. T. J. O'SHEA: I have never mo1·ed 
an amf'ndn10nt on any measure in this !louse 
v hich I did not hone~tlv believe to be for 
the !:Ptterment of the State. I have not 
nctieed an arnendment of anv sort that could 
he re!'arded as worth hkiEg notice of that 
hac been suggested from the other side. 
Sttrely to goodn~-_,.;;, it is of some ac1vanL1 ge 
tcJ L'he Sbte of Queensland that men who are 
capable of critici::inc::")· and improvinf£. and 
men whose hone-ty - co.nnot he questioned, 
rrlf'n -.;v-hose int~~'-.rrity is above suspicion, should 
devote their time to improving th~ hasty 
legislation which comes· from another place! 
S11relv it cannot br; said that euch a House 
will be abolished or done aw~>y with! 

IIon. \Y. J. RIORDAC';': The onh- time you 
reckon it is ha~ty is ,, hen it interferes with 
your class. 

l'f(>C';'. T. ,J. O'SHEA: I have been a worker 
all my life, and will he till I die. I am not 
rq1reoenting any class. If anything- eman­
ate" from anv side of the Chamber which is 
,, orthv of aJ1proval and ~npport, it can 
n.hvays commaEd my sympathy, it does not 
n~r~ttl'l' -\vhefe it. springs from. I a1n sure 
hou. mPmbers will haYe noticed that mem­
bocrc on this sido of the House frequently pro­
r~cf.·J amendments to improve a clause. 
Somebody else surrg''·ts an alternative. I 
have done it mv,elf, and I have frequently 
h('ard other hoD. nH~mbers say, "That is 
b: ttPr than m·: cmgrrestion. Adopt that." 
Surely critici'm: scrutiny. observation of that 
sort i~ beneficial? Why should the people 
do •1way with this Chamber? 

'l'he SEr'RETARY FOR MINES: The people out­
sid<• can do that. 

Hox. T. ,J. 0'8IIK'\.: The people outside 
dn not fra111c tho laws. 

Tlw SECRETARY T<OR Jl.hNES: \Ye are attack· 
ing the s~·stcm. The people say we have no 
l'lgnt to bE her('. 

Box. T .. J. O'SI-IEA: I thank the hon. 
rrc·Ltl<">lan for his interjection. . He oays: 
"Tlw peop!P saY \Ye have no nght to he 
)Hore." \Yhat could be stronger than the vote 
0 f 5th :Hay, 1917, whPn the people said b.y 
a m.·1jority cf 63 000 that they wanted th1s 
Conueil retainc·d '! That was a very much 
lartTcr majorit;c· than the hen. gentleman's 
p .. rtv (;Ot at trw polis in March last. The 
],cr.· c:-•'ntleman frequently boaots of that 
m~jority. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR MINES : We got a two­
to-on<' majority. 

Hox. T. J. O'SHEA: The Government 
got a hvo-to-one 1najority of mc1nbers in 
the Aosm1bly; but they only got. a 5 per cent. 
majority of those who voted at ~he. polls. 
This Home got a 50 per cent. maJOrJty, or 
more. \Yhich i;, the greater-a majority of 
50 per cent. or a majority of 5 per cent.? 
A majority of over 50 per cent. of the people 
sa id: " \Ve want to retain the Legislative 
Council of Queensland." 
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The SECRETARY FOR :MINES : How can you 
oay that a majority of two to one is not 
greater than the majority this Council got? 

Hox. T. J. O";SHEA: Of those who voted 
in i\Iarch last, the Government had a 
majority of a little over 5 per cent. In the 
vote for the abolition or the retention of the 
Lcgiblative Council, something like 101,000 
voted in favour of the abolition, and 164,000 
voted for the r0tention of the Council, giving 
a. majoritJ in favour of this House of 
··rmwwhcro about 63,000. 

Hon. F. T. BRE:>!TNALL: Sixty·three thou­
oand nine hundred. 

HoN. T. J. O'SHEA: I thank the hon. 
gentleman for his wonderful memory for 
figures; it is better than mine. That IS a 
rr.ajority of more than three to two. At 
the general election in March last the 
Government secured something like 52~ per 
cent. of t-he votes polled as against 47~ per 
cc·nt. of the votes polled for the Opposition. 
The Government therefore had a majority 
Jf 5 per cent. as ag·ainst a majority of over 
50 per cent. in favour of this Council. And 
·still the ::\finister says " Two to one." I am 
son~· for his method of corn puting ratios if 
IH thinks his contention is correct. He talks 
of a tvm-to-one majority in the Assembly; 
but I think he and his colleagues would very 
much prefer a majority of three or four 
instead of a majority of twenty-four. They 
-v ould find that majority much more amen­
able than the present majority of twenty­
km. The tail is wagging the dog now. 

The SECRETARY FOR ::\1IXES: That is the 
newspaper cry. \\ e read that in the " Daily 
:,rail" this morning. 

HO);. T. J. O'SHEA: The hon. gentleman 
ln:ows very well that JY1inisters have more to 
kar from their so-called supporters than 
from their political opponents. They get 
more knocks and kicks and growls from 
behind then they do from in front. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES : Thev are a 
Yery united party; we can aee,ure you on that 
point. 

HoN. T. J. O'SHEA: \Ve know very well 
that this measure would never have come 
before this Chamber. and it would never go 
to a refer<'nclum again, if the lYlinisters of 
the -day bad the right to decide the question; 
but they have not. 

Hon. E. B. PURNELL : \Vho told you this? 

HoN. T. J. O'SHEA: As has been sai·d in 
this Chamber before, they are being pushed 
on, and they are putting the best front they 
can on the matter. 

Hon. E. B. PuuNELL: \Vho told you this? 
I-~. is only a surrnise. 

Hox. T. J. O'SHEA: The hon. gentleman 
<>annot deny it. 

Hon. E. B. Pt:RXELL: I can deny it. 
Hon. H. LLE\VELYX: It has been in our 

fighting platform for a long time. 

HoN. T. J. O'SHEA: I have just as good 
·opportunitie; as some other people of gaug­
mg· the honest opinions of mon at the head 
of the Labour party, whose opinions are 
worth respecting, and I feel certain that, if 
tLe l0wl-headed, capablE'. honest men at the 
hl·'lcl of that party were allowed to carry 
out their borwst convic-tions and their policv, 
Wb would not haye this measure before us 
to-day. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : If you are in 
ihb conlidenco of any YJ:inister or any member 
of the party, you should say from whom you 
g-et your jn£orn1ation. 

HoK. T. J. O"SHEA: I am not in the 
confidence of any ~\1inister or any member of 
the party with regard to that. 

The bEORETARY FOR MINES: You should say 
who your informant is, lest it should be 
inferred that I ''as. 

HoN. T. J. O'SHEA: The hon. gentleman 
was not rny informant; but I am certain that, 
if Le hon. g·:ntlcman had his own way, this 
rr:ea·,un· would never go to the country. 

The SEcRETARY FOR MINES : That is mere 
assumption. 

HoN. T. J. O'SHEA: I do not need to 
cc told that. Give me certain facts and give 
me a man with an honest, capable faculty for 
forming an opinion, and I can draw a pretty 
gcod conclusion as to what his opinion will 
be. 

Hon. E. B. PuRNELL: The great mind of 
the Hon. Mr. 0' Shea ! 

The PRESIDENT: Order l 

HoN. T. J. O'SHEA: I can afford to dis­
regard these sneers. They do not affect my 
equanimity. 

Hon. E. B. PVRNELL : You get plenty of 
ttem in your caucus. 

The PRESIDEKT: Order! 

Ho);. '.r. J. 0' SHEA: I do not; but I can 
give and take knocks without any venom m 
them. After it is all over, there is no malice 
on my part. It is all in the game; it is good 
cricket; and, even if the game is strenuous, 
that is not to say that it should be at all 
malignant. So far as I am concerned, it is 
not. I do not wish to detain the Council any 
longer. The subject is of very great import­
ance, and the sooner we face the critical posi­
tion in which we are place.d the better. \Ve 
ohall have another opportunity some months 
h<;nce of further dilating· on it, and for that 
reason I shall not delay the Council, as I 
understand there is a g·encral -d<esire to take 
a division beforu 6 o'clock. I conclude by 
saying that I trust the campaign which will 
follow-although it may never materialise­
wiH be conduct,•d in a straig-htforward and 
dignified manner, and that there will be no 
recriminations on either si·de. I trust that 
it will be conducted in a spirit of fairness, 
and with an honest endeavour to arrive at 
lhe will of the people \.hat we hear so much 
about. I trust that no unreasonable or undig­
nified methods will he adopted to coerce 
people to vote one way or another; that 
people will be left to their own hone•,t deci­
sions as to whether or not this Chamber is a 
necessitv and an advantage to the State of 
QueenSand. If that principle is carried our, 
I have no doubt whatever what the result 
will be, or that you, Mr. President, will long 
continue l o e1ojoy your present office. (Hear, 
hear!) 

* Hox. F. McDO:NXELL: It is hardlv 
nPCCSHl'Y for me to explain my attitude OU 
this question. I have already voted for two 
Bills similar to this, and I am going to vote 
for this Bill. I have had nearly twelve years' 
experience in this Chamber, and the longer 

Hon. F. McDonneU.1 
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I am here the more I .am convince·d that this 
Council is a body that should not exist. I 
have never seen any benefit from it. Talk 
about hasty legishtion! I have seen more 
hasty legislation passed in this Chnmber 
while I have been here than ever l ww in 
the other place. I have seen venerable old 
gentlemen sit up all night to see important 
measures put through, they \vere so anxious 
to pass them. But I have never yet c.een a 
me<toure that has been imnroved b· this 
Chamber. The Hon. :Mr. o·'Shea sai~! that 
the country '"'s stumped by those who mp­
ported this measure at the last referendum. 
I interjected that there were pamphlets issued 
by the other side. I would just like to point 
out in that connection that a committee of 
hon. gentlemen repre-enting the side who 
are opposed to this Bill approached every 
elector of Queenslund by means of literature. 
and it is very questionable if their facts were 
quibc correct. Not only did they a;oproach 
the people by means of pamphlets, but there 
wei'B cartoons, pieture.o. and so forth put into 
the hands 9f every elector of this Shte. Not 
only that, but nearly all the newspapers in 
Queenskmd opposed the side that the Go­
vernment repres·?nted. All the wealthy 
influential papers, bo~h dailv and weeklv, 
opposed the abolition of the Council ou that' 
occasion. And whv was that so? Thev 
opposed it in the ·interests of the vected 
interc,ts of this State. \Ve know ;ery well 
that t'w '· Bri bane Courier" and the other 
da.ily pupers were heayilv subsidised. And 
who cuhsidi;cd hon. gcntiemen on the other 
~ide? W.ho. fm:ncl the big money that was 
mYolved m 1esumg pamr,hlets to every elector 
in Queonslund? 'ThE· pastoralists and the 
other laF·o capitalists who look on this 
Hou.se as their only pr~tection. l have been 
here ne:ulv twelve vcars and I h;,ve seen 
ho.w difficult it is to 'get ~ny reform through 
th1s Housf'. The greatc··t possible pressure 
has had to he brought to be~r on hon. mem­
bers to get thf'm to pass the compuratively 
few reforms that have been passed in Queem­
land. I remember years <>go. when the 
country »·as .in a lamentable condition, what 
action was hkcn by the VC'nerable pious, 
religious gentlemen in this Hou>e. ' 

The PRESIDENT: Order ! Order ! 

HoN. A. GIBSO::'-J: I rise to a point of 
order. Is the hon. ge.ntleman in order in 
using such language?~ 

HoN. F. McDON::'-JELL: I di-d not say vou 
were one of the rdigious men. I do not 
accuse the hon. gentleman of being religious. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! I \lould ask 
the hon. gentleman to use language more in 
keeping with parliampntary usage. 

HoN. F. McDOXNELL: I do not wish to 
offend anybody. I am simply stating plain 
facts: und no one dare sav thev are not fact". 
You younelf, Mr. Prr·.;id.ent. ~vere fully cog-

nisant o[ the truth of what I am 
[5.30 p.m.] saying. In those days you and 

I, when we were fighting for 
reforms in another place, found that the 
barrier in the way of carrying those reforms 
was this Chamber. This House has been a 
l•arrier in thP way of needful r<'fonns at all 
times. This House has always been opposed 
to reforms until members were pr<>ctically 

[!!on. F. McDonnell. 

forced to accept them. That has been 
my experience during the whole of my 
public life, which now extends to twenty­
three year·, and I can say that it was 
only bocause public opinion was so over­
,,-helming that the House accepted the· 
compa.ratiYely few reforms which have been 
placed on the statute-book th_rough the 
agency of the present Government and ther 
few reforms passed by the Kidston Govern­
lnent. Fr(Hn time to time measures are­
brought down imposing taxation on the 
]Jlop!c best able to bear it, and what a fight 
has been made in this Chamber against 
those ntPl ,,urf":.~the Incon1e r.l'a'\: Bill, a 
Land Tux Bill, and otber Bills of that 
natur,·! \Vhy has this been so? Has any 
memb_, on the other side ever come over 
and voted with members on this side to 
arh.mce reforms? The Hon. Jl.fr. O'Shea 
and the Hon. ::IIr. Thnme have talked about 
the criticism which has been bestowed on 
mca~ures by hon. mmnbl1 rs vYho are not sup~ 
pm·tlng the Government; but the bulk of 
tha.t criticiom has been in tho way of 
mutilating impnrtant measures that th& 
Government have introduced. \Ne, who are 
supporting the Government, have been pre­
parctl to accept any fair and reasonable pro­
posal that \\~ould not destroy the fundamental 
pril"'iplco of the mea.·.ures introduced, be1t 
\ie have found, not only this year, but in 
prenous ,. ars also, that there has been a 
"dec,cl set" made by mnmbers on the other 
side in this Ch,,mber against any measures of 
a liberal tendency. I am not going to say 
what is t;1e r.eason why the previous referen­
d'"m was defeated. There is no use in giving 
L'X('tr'( no\Y. The prl'vious referendum \\-as 

cl ,feated. and the question now is what i' 
going to happen in connection with the next 
rPferendum' I am quite satisfied that if 
the people of Qut>ensland came here and 
hc'ard \\'hat the Hon. :vir. O'Shea called the· 
intellPctual discussions which take place, and 
saw the attitude which hon. members opposite 
ac-sumc towards reforms. they would be very 
decided in their opinion that the Council 
should be abolished. ::\Iv opinion is that it 
i' a. pitv that we cannot bring a large 
number of people into this Chamber to see 
the attitude taken up by hon. members 
opposite on certain questions, because I am 
sme that if they were prf'sent the fate of this 
How·e would be decided in a very certain 
1nanncr. 

Hon. B. F.UIEY: They have an opportunity 
of reading the speeches of mernbers. 

HoN. F. ::\1cDOXNELL: Th<'y are not all 
students of "Hansard," and, in any case, I 
think, if thev read one or two of the speeches 
which appe.ar there. tha.t would be quite· 
enough for them. Last week hon. gentlemen 
occupied three days over the State Enter­
pri·es Bill. \Vhat would the people think 
about such conduct if they had an oppor­
tunitv of seeing what went on in the· 
Chamber? I do not want to go into any 
personal element or to ra.ise any bitterness 
I hope the people of Queensland will have· 
this qucotion fairly a.nd fully put before 
them. I think th" Government are wise in 
their decision to have both sides of the qur,s· 
tion placed before the people, so that the 
people may haYe a chance of arriving at a 
fair and impartial verdict on the question. 
Something similar was done in connection 
with the Commonwealth referendum, a.nd r 
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am satisfied that, if it is done in this case, 
the result of the voting will be far different 
from what it was on the last referendum. I 
am glad that t,hcre is to be a division on 
the Bill to-night, and I do not intend to say 
~;~nything further on the question, except 
that for twentv-three vears I have pledged 
myself to vote for t'he abolition of this 
House, and the longer I remain here the 
more satisfied I am that the existence of this 
House is not in the intere,ts of the good 
government of the State. Measures of a 
party nature which will tend to thD general 
betternwnt of the conditions oi the people 
have no chance of getting a fair show in 
this Chamber. and it seems to me that in 
order to give reforms a fair chance we must 
either abolish this House or have in it a 
majority of men whose opinions are exactly 
the same as the opinions held by the Govern­
ment. I am satisfied that if the question 
of the abolition of the Council is put in a 
clear way before the people, the:r will decide 
it in the affirmative. 

Hon. G. s. GcRTIS: wa, it not put in a 
clear way before? 

HoN. F. McDONNELL: I am not going 
to he drawn off the track, but I m a;· say 
that the question was complicated with a 
great niany others. and that many people 
did not understand it. 

Hon. G. S. CvRTIS: You do not mean that? 

HoN. F. McDONNELL: Yes; that is my 
opinion. I think that, if the question is put 
fairlv before the people by both parties and 
no bitterne•,s or partisanship is imported into 
it, the people themselves can be left to 
decide it. and I believe their verdict will 
be in favour of the abolition of this Chamber. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I rise 
to oppose the amendment. \Ye on this side 
of the House have given reasons why the 
Bill should be pacced, and I contend that 
our one reason is greater than the whole of 
the fourteen reasons set out in the amend­
ment. However, the amendment indicates 
that the Bill is to be thrown out, and that 
the Council will have another opportunity 
of discussing the question, which we recognise 
is of importance to every hon. member. 
Many members on this side have preferred 
not to speak, beca.use we are desirous of 
terminating the session at the end of this 
week or early next week, but the members 
who have spoken on this side have made out 
a remarkably good case in favour of the 
abolition of the Council and the adoption of a, 
unicameral system of government. A stronger 
case could have been made out if other 
members had spoken, but for the reason I 
have given thev have refrained from doing 
so, in order that we may get on with other 
businus. I hope the amendment will uot 
be carried. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
omitted (i}Ir. Hawthorn's amendment) stand 
part of the question-put; and the Council 
divided:-

CoNTENTs, 16. 

Hon. R. Bedford Eon. L. McDonai<J 
F. Oourtice F. 1IcDonnell 
W. R. Orampton T. :-;evitt 
W. H. Demaine G. Page-Hanify 
A. Hinchclifl'e I. Perel 
A. J .• Tones E. B. Purnell 
H. 0. Jones W .• r. Hiordan 
H. Llewelyn H. l'nmner 

Teller: Hon. 'r. Nevitt. 

1918-9 M 

Hon. 
J~OT-CONTENTS, 25. 

F. T. Brcntnall 
,J. Cowlishaw 
G. 8. Ourtis 
A. A. Davey 
A. Dunn 
B. Fahey 
E. W. H. Fowles 
A. Gibson 
G. ·w. Gray 
H. J,. Groom 
T. M. Hall 
A. G. 0. Hawthorn 
J. Hodel 

Hon. P .• J. Leahy 
0. ]', Marks 
E. D. Miles 
0. F. Nielson 
T. ,J. O'Shea 
A. H. Parnell 
W. Stephens 
E .. T. Stcvens 
W. F. Tay!or 
A .. T. 'rhynnc 
H. Turner 
A. H. Whittingham 

Teller: Hon. A; H. Whittingham. 

Resolved in the negative. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
inserted be so inserted-put ; and the 
Council divided:-

CoNTENTs, 25. 
Hon. F. T. Brentnal! Hon. 

.T. Cowlishaw 
G. S. Curt.is 
.\. A. Davey 
A. Dunn 
B. Fahey 
E. W. H. Fowles 
A. Gibson 
G. W. Gray 
H. L. Groom 
T. M. Hall 
A. G. C. Hawthorn , 
J. Rode! 

P .• T. Leahy 
U. F. Marks 
E. D. Miles 
C. F. Nie]son 
T. ,J. O'Shea 
A. H. Parnell 
W. Stephens 
E. J. Stevens 
W. F. Taylor· 
A .• T. Thynn& 
H. Turner 
A. H. Whittingham 

Trller: Hon. T. M. Hall. 

N OT~CONTENTS, 16. 
Hon. ll. Bedford Hon. L. McDonald 

F. Courtice F. McDonnell 
W. H. Crarnpton T. :Xevitt 
VV. H. Demain·~ G. Page-Hanify 
A. Hinchclifl'e I. Perel 
A. J. Jones E. B. Purnell 
H. 0. Joncs W .• T. Riordan 
H. Llewf'lyn R. 8umner 

Teller: Hon. R. Bedford. 
Re,olved in the affil'mative. 

Question-:-That the motion, 
Le agreed' to-put; and 
divided:-

CoNTENTS, 2.5. 

as amentied, 
the Council 

Hon. F. T. Brcntnall Hon. P .• T. I,eahy 
J. Cowlishaw C. F. 1\farks 
G. R. Curtis E. D. ]!files 
A. A. Davey C. F. Nielsen 
A. Dunn T. ,T. O'f'hea 
B. Fahey A. H. Parnell 
E. W. H. Fow!es W, ~tephens 
A. Gibson E. J. Stevens 
G. iV. Gray W. F. TayJor 
H. I,. Groom A .. T. Thynne 
T. M. Hall H. Turner 
A. G. C. Ha,thorn A. H. Whittingham 
J. Rode! 

Teller: Hon. E. W. H. Fowles. 

NoT-CON'rENTS, 16. 
Hon. H. Bedford Hon. L. McDonald 

F. Oourtice F. McDonnell 
W. R. Cram7Jton T. Kevitt 
W. H. Demaine G. Page-Hanify 
A. Hinchclifl'e I. Perel 
1\. .T. .r ones E. B. Purnell 
H. C .• Tones W .. T. Hi01·dan. 

, H. LlC'Wclyn R. Sumner 
Teller: Hon. G. Page-Hanify. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

GOVERNMENT LOAN BILL. 
FIRST READINt,. 

On the motion of the RECRETARY FOR 
MINES, this Bill, rE'Ccived by messuge from 
the Assembly, was rend a first time. 

'rhe second reading was made an Order of 
the Duy for to-morrow. 

Hon. A. J. Jontw.] 
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METROPOLITAN AND IPSWICH WATER 
SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE ACTS 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

RESUMPTION OF CmiMITTEE. 
(Hon. W. F. 'l'aylor in the chair.) 

Qaestion stated-That lines 6 w 15, clause 
1, be omitted (itir. Hall's a.nuuhnent). 

HoOi. T. M. HALL: When the Rill was 
J:>eforo the. Committee the prcviuus evening, 
It was diScussed from th<> standnoi nt o£ 
whether Ipswich voluntarilv came w'ithin the 
area or wheth<>r it had been drago0rcd into 
it, and, in or,dor to get an 0xpression of 
opinion hom those inten ,tpJ in the Ipswich 
are•:;, 1t was deem~<:l advisable that an opor­
tm;nt_Y should be giVen them to express their 
opu;non. In order to provide that oppor­
tumh·. he a'·ked permiesion to withdraw his 
amendm?nt with a view to snbmittino­
another. amendment which he thou'l"ht would 
meet with the approval of the Minister and 
•other hon gentlemen on the other side. 

Amen<'lment. by leave, withdrawn. 
HoN. T. M. HALL moved the inoertion 

"after lino 21, of the following words:"_ ' 
" The Governor in Council shall cause 

a poll to be taken of all persons whose 
names app~ar on the voters' roll (or such 
~oll revised to the latest practicable date 
consicctent with the due taking of the 
poll) of any local authority in re;pect of 
land comprised within the Ipswich water 
area constitt1ted under the Water 
Authorities Act of 1391 (and for this pur­
pose shall, if nece··sarv, cause '>uch roll 
to be compiled), upon the following ques­
tion: ' Is the Ipswich water are>t to be 
combined with the Metropolitan Water 
Supply and SGwerage District in accord­
ance with the provisions of the proposed 
Bill?' 

"Such poll shall be taken on a ·day to 
be fixed by the Governor in GJouncil, not 
b<)ing later than the thirtieth day of 
November, 1918, but if for some unfore­
seen rPl.son such poll cannot b•J t>Lken 
on the day 80 fixed, then upon some later 
day to which the taking of such poll has 
bQen postpom·d by the Governor in Coun­
cil. The poll shali be taken as nearly as 
pmcticable in the m>Lnncr provided by 
section llA of the Local Authorities Acts, 
1902-1917, for the taking of a poll of· 
mtepayerSI with buch modification, if 
any, as the Governor in Council may 
deem necc;_,,sary. 

" If upon such poll being taken the 
number of vote'' ~siven in the affirmative 
is grca te" than the number of vote; given 
in the negativ0,, this Act shall forthwith 
come into full operation; but if other· 
wise, the Ips,deh v:ater area shall not 
he deemed to be combined in arq way 
or for any purpose with the Metropolitan 
\Vater Supply and S0,weragc District, 
qnd this sha.l1 in all respect'> be deemed 
to be amended according-ly, and any pro­
vision therein for the abolition or ·disso­
lution of the Ipswich water area and 
the lrhwich 'Wai 'T Authority, respec­
tively constituted as •such unrler the 
\Vater Au: 110rities Act of 1891, sh:.!l have 
no forcP., effect, or operati·Jn vchatso­
ever." 

If that <tmondment wel'<' carried, the various 
amendments standing in his name, with per­
haps one small exception, would be rendered. 
UllllPCESSary. 

[Hon, T. M, Hall. 

Hox. H. LLE\YELYN: Did the (l.mend­
ment make it clear that every l'atepayer in 
the Ipswich di5irict would have a. vote on 
the question? 

Hon. T. M. IJALL: Every ratepayer on the 
municipal roll. 

HoN. H. LLEWELYN: Those that had 
water now would have a vote, and those 
that had no water would not h'tve a vote? 

Hon. T. ~'L llAIL: Every ratepayer on the 
Ipswich voters' roll will have a vote. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: He 
hoped that the Committt>P, on second 
thoughts, would pass the Bill without sub­
mitting that qubtion to a vote of the rate­
paym; of Ipswich; but, if the Committee 
were not in the temper to do so, then he 
would accept the amendment. \Vith all due 
respect to the legal gentleman who had 
drafted tho amendment, he thought the 
amendment could have been put more briefly. 

Hon. T. M. HALL: You are not blaming 
me for it? 

The SECRETARY FOR MlNES: The 
Hon, Mr. Hall, the Hon. Mr, Fowles, and 
others, he supposed, had drafted the amend­
ment. A brief amendment, saying 'that 
" This Act shall not. have anv force or effect 
nor come into operation untii the ratepayers 
of Ipswich have had an opportunity of voting 
on tho question," would have br,en sufficient. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: That would not do, as 
that woul<'l tie up the Brisbane portion of thn 
area. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: How­
ever, the amendment·was acceptabk, because 
it overcame the difficulb· thev were in the 
previous eveni1·g, and "it w~uld give the 
people of Ip<wich--which, after all, was a 
fair thing-an opportunity of saying whether 

they wished to come under the 
[7.30 p.m.] operation of the Bill or not. It 

was al>'ays a fair thing to submit 
a question to the people, and he w<ts pleased 
that so many hon. gentlemen believed in the 
principle of the initiative and referendum. 
'The only thing he regretted was th<tt the 
franchise was not quite as broad as hon. 
gcntlem<>n on his side would like, but in 
these days, when a spirit of compromtse was 
in the air, they had to amept the inevit.1ble 
and bow to the will of the majority. 

Amendment agreed t<J. 
Clauso 1, as amended, put and paswd. 
Clause 2-" Electoral jrrmchi.F"-· 

HoN. P .• J. L:EAHY moved tho omission, 
on lines 7 to 20, of the words-

" .'\.fter the definition of ' drainage 
apparatus,' the following definitions are 
inserted:-

' F:loctions Act'-The Elections Act 
of 1915 and ''ny Act amending or in 
substitution for that Act; 

'Elector'-A person named as such 
in am· electoral roll and enrolled on a 
vot0rs' roll compiled under this Act: 

' Electoral di·,trict'-An electoral dis­
trict comhruted for the time being 
under the Eledions Act; 
'' In the definition o: 'open to inspec~ 

tion,' tho word ' ratepayer' where it 
twice occurs is repHtled. and the word 
· clPctor' i'3 inserted in liPu thereof." 

'l'he franchise que,tion had been fully 
''"h"to'cl '111 the '<'Cond reading. and the 
Minister knew, from the opinions expressed 
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by hon. meml•em, that a majority of hon. 
mPmbers wcr;, opposed to the adO!ltion of the 
parliamentary franchise under the Dill, as 
proposed in !he claw·. ]-le woLild, th0rcfore, 
content hiw·r~lf with n1erely Inoving the 
arnendtllt1 nt. 

The S.ECRET.\.RY :FOR l\1IKES re­
<srettod th tt rho amendment should haYc 
been mo\z>d. The Government stood on the 
broacl pl·inciple of the adult franchise in con­
neetion ·with parlicuncntary elections, refer­
enda polls, locu I govenunent po~l'PJ and 
polls uncl"r the Bill now under consideration. 

Hon. E. W. H. :FowLES: Why stop at 
twenty-ono years of age? Every child drinks 
v,ater. 

Hon. P. J. LfiHY: They are not going to 
stop at twenty-cne. They are going to 
rcduee the ~1ge to eightccl1, i£ they aro per­
witted. 

The SECRET.\.RY .FOR MI:\'ES: That 
was ~quib another question Son1c people 
at the ago of eighteen were just a3 able to 
record an intelligent vote as others at the 
ag.o cf ci::.:hty. 

Hon. 1'. ,J. LEAHY: Some are never capable 
o~ giving an intelligl'nt vote:. 

Tho 8ECH1~TARY FOR .i\liXES: Ho 
did nu; ',rant to dobat<" the question at .any 
length, but desirvd to place it on record that 
the Government stood for the principle of the 
adult franchise for all elections. and he 
hoped to Jiye to see the day w'hcn there 
woul<l be only one roll for all kinds of polls. 

Hon. l'. J. LEAHY: You will liv<J a long 
life, theu. 

Hon. T. :1-.r. HALL : Are yo1, going to elect 
the Trades Hall H\)JresentatiYes on the same 
l"OJl? 

Hon. \V. J. RIORDAK: They wouldn't allow 
J"OU in there. 

Hon. T. M. HALl,: I should be sorry to be 
seen in such cornpany. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: He did 
not think it was proper in that Chamber to 
'peak disparagingly of the T,.ades Hall. He 
cvas not ashanH d to sav that h; had been 
to the T'r>td• s Hall. " 

Hon. T. .:\1. llAr,L : I would go there to 
pull down the red flag. 

lion. W. J. RIORDAN: You would want 
"'n army to go and pull down the red flag. 

The SECRETARY FOR J\IINES: Per­
haps, if the Hou . .:'.Ir. Hall had his way, no 
one would be allowed to wear a red rose or 

red tic, or to sit in a red car. 
Hon. T. M. HALL:" It all depends on what 

the red stands for. 

The f,lWTIETARY :FOR MIKES: The 
·Go....-ornmcnt were n•J·li asha.1ned to adYocat-e 
adult franchise for all kinds of polls. Under 
the 1"' ,tricteJ franchise propoced to be incor-

'Jratcd in the Bill n1a11y water consurners 
would have no right to Yote, although they 
hwd to pay for the '"a tor. E1·ery person who 
paid rent paid rates, 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: If they pay rates, 
they ill get a vote 

The ::'ECRET.\RY FOR :\>liNES: The 
Hon. ::\Ir. Fowles Baid that eyery person who 
wore c'othcs or ate food paid taxes. whilst 
the Hon. :Vlr. O'Shz:t said that the Domain 
" do·'or" and the " sundo\Yner" should not 
have votr s. 

Hon. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: How many 
Domain " dossers" are on the water wagon? 

The SECRET.\RY FOR MINES: The 
fact that a man did not own property of a 
certain value should not deprive him of the 
right to vote. The Hon. Mr. Curtis had 
expressed the opinion that some men should 
have ten vote··;, whilst others should not have 
n1cre tbau one. 

Hon. P. J. LEARY: Ho did no~ sav that. 
He said that t•vcry m>tn shouJ.d ha~e one 
Yoto. 

The SECIWTARY FOR l\1I;\JES: 'rhe 
Hon. Mr. Curtis wanted to give him !Mr. 
Jones) ono Yotc and to have ten votes him­
self L·lCause he held different political 
opinions to the hon. gentleman. 

Hon. P. J. LEAIIY: The Hon. Mr. Curtis 
w, s pmpared to give vote,, for intelligence. 
You mic,ht get twenty thou. 

The SECRE'l'ARY :FOR MIXES: He 
thought he would haYe more than one. 
(Hear, hear!) They hnd heard long enough 
the argumCJ.t about the loafer not getting 
a vote; but there were two classes of loafers 
in the commnnitv. Thoro was the poor 
wretch who had to carry his swag over the 
country looking for work, and there was 
what he might call the "white shirt" loafer 
-the mon who did nothing at all, and who 
was really a greater menace to society than 
th,:; poor "sundo\vner." 

Hox. G. S. CURTIS: There was a funda­
mental difference between lor·al government 
and parliamentary elections. Parliament had 
power to make laws on all questions whatso­
~\ er, whereas local governmenc bodies dealt 
with such questions as the making of roads 
and bridges, and providing proper sanitation, 
If the parliamentary franchise were adopted 
in connection with local government, those 
who contnbntcd nothing towards the revenue, 
and who were in an immense majority, would 
have it in their power, by means of that 
majoritv, practically to confiscate the pro­
pPrty of those who had a Stake in a dis­
trict. In effect, the owners of property 
would be disfranchised. and the control of 
affairs would be td{en. out. of their hands. 
It was not unreasonable to conceive of all 
sort' of "wild-cat" schemes being embarked 
upon by the large body of non-ratepavers 
who would have vote'< to pro,·ide emp'lov­
mont for a lot of manual labourers; and, 
if the thing resulted in disaster, it wonhl 
no! matter to them. 'rhey would b~ able 
to go. somewhere else and obtain employment, 
whereas the property-owners would pro­
ba-bly be ruined. It was laid dmcn by John 
Stnart Mill that only those who contributed 
to the rates and taxes should be able to vote 
with re.>p\'Ct to taxation or expenditure of 
any kind, whether general or local; and, 
further, that any departure from that prin .. 
ciple would be a violation of one of the 
fundamental principles of free government. 

HoN. A. A. DA VEY: He thought the 
Minister had not given the matter due cc.m­
sidcration when he expressed the des1re 
that he might live lonv, enough to see the 
general adoption of the parliamentar.v fran­
chise in c-mnection with al! kinds of polls. 
rrherc WaS a YCl'Y good rea~Ol'l 1,~-hy CYPryone 
should have a vote in comwction with the 
making of the laws of the country. That 
ronson v, as, thnt everyone in the con1munity 
had to obey thos<· la n·s. In fre.e countries 
110 bodv o( people h~d th0 right to impose 
legislation npon all the rest of the people 
ag-ainst their will. Hon. merrrbers on his 
side of the Chamber believed in the dPmo­
cratic principle that everyone was rentitled 

Hon. A. A. Davey.] 
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to have a \ote in regard to the making of 
the laws of the country. Boiled down, the 
lYiinister's argument was that everyone who 
drank water 'hould have a say in providing 
the pure water. There was no reason for 
arbitrarily fixing the age at which the 
parliamentary franchise should be given, but 
it had been decided, in the wisdom. of the 
people, to fix the age at which people might 
be considered fit to exercise the franchise at 
twPnty-one years. Ordinarily, they ought 
to have a little sense at that age. But he 
understood the Minister to argue that every­
one who drank water should have a vote. 
If that was so, let them reduce the age to 
about one year, which, of course, would be 
an absurdity, as a child one year of age 
would not have the intelligence to vote. 
He contended that it was neither right nor 
reasonable to ask that evervone on an elec­
tora-l roll should have an equal vote in this 
matter with the people who were paying the 
rates and taxes Everybody living in a free 
country should be satisfied with having an 
equal say in the making of the laws, but it 
was unrpasonable to propose that everybody 
who drank water should have a vote on the 
question of how the waterworks were to be 
managed. 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: The Minister said 
that every man who drank water should 
have a vote. Did the hon. gentleman think 
that every man who drank beer should have 
a say in fixing the price of it. or that every 
man who smoked cigars should have a say 
in the manufacture of those cigars, or that 
a man who rode in a motor-car should have a 
say in the company which manufactured that 
motor car? The thing wa> ridiculous. Every 
rrmn and every ·woman who \Va"l not a lunatic, 
o~· who was not in gaol, had a vote at par­
liamentary elections on reaching the age of 
twenty-one years, because, as the Hon. :Mr. 
Davey pointod out, they had to obey the 
l.:ws of the country. But this was a question 
o[ giving a vote to those who paid for 
service"' rGndercd. 

HoN. F. McDONNELL: The very argu­
ments that had been adduced that evening 
by the Hon. Jvlr. Curtis and the two last 
speakers were brought forward against the 
present parliamentary franchise. He would 
point out that, under the local option pro­
visions of the Liquor Act, electors on the 
parliamentary roll could close up an hotel 
without giving compensation to the hotel­
keeper. 

I-Ion. E. W. H. FOWLES: We give him time 
compensation now. 

HoN. F. McDONNELL: Again, on the 
question of whether new licenses should be 
granted, the vote was taken on the parlia­
rr:entary electoral roll. Everyone in the com­
munity was interested in pure water and 
electric light. and why should they nut have 
the same voting power in regard to those 
matters as they had at parliamentary elec­
tions? He remembered a case in which one 
man had his name on thirty electoral rolls 
in Queensland for a property qualification, 
and he thought it was a very great ha.rdship 
to be strudc off all those rolls but onE\ when 
the adult franchise was introduced. The 
objection to the proposed broadening of the 
lccal authority franchise was ba,ed on similar 
grounds. and he thought it could not be 
sust,ained. 

HoN. A. DUNN: One substantial reason 
why the franchise should not be extended 
was that this m!lasure involved the borrowing 

[Hon. A. A. Davey. 

of money on the security of properties in 
the area concerned, and only those whose 
properties were mortgaged should have a 
eay as to whether such obligations should be 
ir,eurred or not. \Vhen borrowing the money, 
it might be estimated that 6d. in the £1 
would be sufficient to cover interest and 
redemption charges, but it might afterwards 
bn found that ls. 6d. in the £1 would be 
required, and the property-owner or his 
t~nant would be called upon to make good 
t'!at amount. The tenant could evade the 
obligation by giving up his tenancy, but the 
pcoperty-owner could not evade it, as it stood 
a'> "· charge against his property until the 
ciebt was liquidated. He knew that the 
Government were very anxious to have the 
parliamentary franchi·;e adopted in regard to 
local authority matters; but the proposal was 
unpopular even among_ their own supporter8 
in the country, especially those who were 
property-owners. He knew one shire com­
posed of six members, all of whom had been 
support,'"s of the Labour party as long as 
tLat pn.rtv had existed, and yet at the very 
fir··t meeting of th~ir shire after this m!lt.te: 
was brought up m the Local Authont1es· 
Conference they expressed themselves as being 
entirely out of sympathy with th~ Govern­
ment on this matter ; and he belwved that 
the same feeling prevailed thro'.lghout 
Oueensland. He was sure th>tt the Council 
11a.d no desire to go against the wishes of 
the electors as a whole in this matter, and 
hn would suggest that. when the referendum 
on the abolition of the Council was taken, 
the' Government should ascertain the views 
of the people on the proposed extension of 
the local authority franchise, and that was 
" matter which was likely to crop up and 
cause a difference between the Council and 
th<e <<\$•8mblv on every Bill of the kind that 
\Yas introduce·d. If the question were put to· 
the electors their decision would set the 
n,attcr at rest for all time. 

Hon. R. Scli!NER: Would you accept their· 
verdict? 

Hox. A. DUNN: The Council would accept 
tr.cir verdict, he was sure. If the people 
~bowed that they desired that the loc!'l 
authority franchise should be extended m 
the way proposed by the Government, he was 
sure that the Counpil would offer no further 
opposition to the proposal. 

Amendment (Mr. Leahy's) agreed to. 
~Clause 2, as amended, put and passed. 
Clause 3-"Amrndment of section 6 "-put 

and passed. 
Clause 4-"Amendment of section 7 "­
HoN. T. J\11. HALL: If the clause were 

pnc<ed as it stood, and Ipswich did not come 
under the operation of the Bill, the;n Oxley 
\\ould be excluded from the Brisbane area. 
He moved-That after the word "Toowong" 
or. lino 51 there be inserted the word" Oxley." 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: If the 
people· of Ipswich decided when the poll was 
tdwn, as provided for in the amendment 
alre-;dv arrreed to not to come under the 
rnea<u1·e the claue~ would be all right as it 
stoo·d, because only Ipswich would be ex­
cluded from the Bill, and Oxley was men­
tiOned as being included in the Ipswich 
,division. 

HoN. T. M. HALL: He accepted the ex­
planation of the Minist~r, and, with .the 
permission of the Committee, would With­
draw his amendment. 
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IS p.m.] 
Hox. '1'. J. O'SHEA: Oxley, in that case, 

would be neither in tior out. :Mr. Ha,ll was 
interested in providing for Oxley in either 
event. 

'The SE(TIETARY FOR MINES: No matter how 
the poll goes, Oxlcy will be in the Bill. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Clause 4 put and passed. 
Clause 5 put and negatived. 
c:aufe 6 put and passed. 
Clause 7 put and negatived. 
Clatues 8 to 11, both inclusive, put and 

passed. 
Clause 12-" ·works by Tramway Com­

pany''-

Hox. K \V. H. FOWLES: 'The hon. 
gentleman would see that if there happened 
to be a dispute between the board and the 
Tramways Company with respect to any 
matter arising under that section, it had to 
be referred to the Minioter. The board 
would be a department under the Minister, 
and the ::,linister could make regulations 
with regard to the Act; so that reallv the 
Minister would practically be de ·iding his 
own case. He was sure any :Minister would 
not agree to be pnt in that position. If 
there were a dicpute between the board and 
the company, let them have an impartial 
tribunal to settle the matter. He did not 
care whom the Minister might suggest, but 
he suggested that it be a District Court 
judge, as the dispute "·ould not be very 
serious. He moved the omission of the fol­
lowing words on lines 39 to 42:-

"The l\'Iinister in manner prescribed 
by thn by-laws (which by-laws the board 
is hereby empowered to make), and the 
lVlinister, '' 

with a view to inserting, in lieu thereof, 
the words " a District Court judge who." 

'The SECRETARY FOR MLNES: That 
sub-clause was in conformity w1th other Acts 
on tbe statute-book. Under tbe Local 
Authorities Act any dispute was referred to 
the Minister. 

Hon. G. PAGE-HA).;IFY: And it bas always 
worked well. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR MINES: 'They 
should avoid litigation by leaving the clause 
as it stood, rather than encourage the sub­
mission of the matter to somebody other 
than the ::\Iinister. He was well aware that 
there v.-as a desire recently in that Chamber, 
wherever the word "1\Iinister" appeared in 
a Bill, to eliminate it and put in " Com­
missioner," or son1ebody else. 

Hon. E. W. H. li'OWLES: It is in clause 14. 

'Th" SECRETARY FOR MINES: They 
would need to amend clause 14, which read-

" Provided that, if any dispute shall 
aris~ between the board and the owner of 
or per•on controlling such tramway line 
or works a.s aforesaid with respect to any 
matter arising under this section, such 
dispute shall be referred to the Minister." 

He did not regard the amendment as very 
rmport1nt, and he hoped the hon. gentleman 
would not insist upon it. 

Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 12, as amended, put and passed. 

Clauses 13 to 17, both inclusive, put and 
passed. 

Clause 18-" Electricity and motive power" 
-put and passed. 

Hox. E. W. H. FOWLES: There were 
three hon. members standing up when the 
Chairman declared the clausil carried. 

HoxoeRABLE l\iE;liBERS: Ko. 

Hox. E. W. II. FOWLES: They would 
have to recommit the Bill. He was sure the 
Chairman would understand that in the buzz 
of conversation it was verY difficult to find 
out whether it was clause is or 28 that was 
being put. 

The CfL\.IRl\L\J'\ : The hon. gentleman 
d10uld a.ltend to tbe busine' s. Clause 1S has 
been disposed of. 

IIox. E. W. H. FO\YLES: It would only 
mean recommitting the Bill. 

Clau"es 19 to 24, both inclu,ive, put and 
negatived. , 

Clauses 25 and 26, put and passed. 

Ho'>. E. W. H. FOWLES: He had an 
Rmcndment which was squeezed out of clause 
18, bnt it would lit in very well after clause 
26. He moved the insertion of the following 
new clause to follow clauee 26 :-

"Nothing in this Act or the principal 
Act contained shall empower or be con­
strued to empower th~ board to compete 
with a local authoritv or an electric 
authority ,,-hich has been duly authorised 
to supply electricity." 

The reason for the new clause was very 
clearly ;;tated in the p~tition from the Ips­
wich Citv Council. The Governor in Council 
had granted authority to a company to 
supply electric light in Ipswich, and it 
savmued a little like going back on one's 
word if the Government, almost before the 
ink was dry, proposed to <;stablish competi­
tion with those who had received the fran­
chise from the Government. 

Hen. G. PAGE-HANIFY: The Government 
did not grant a monopoly. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: It was a strange 
policy t,o refuse electric light to places likEl 
Brdmoral and other places that had returned 
Liberal members to the Assembly, and then 
to pretcr.d to give power to supply electric 
light to three r,r four companies in Ipswich, 
which was pretty enlightened at the present 
time. 

Hon. G. PAGE-HANIFY: It is a great pity 
they did ; but the company should not get 
a monopoly. 

HoN. K W. H. FOWLES: The petition 
put it this way-

" 'The board should not, your peti, 
tioners submit, be allowed to abrogate the 
powers and privileges or become a com­
petitor of the Ipswich Electric Supply 
Company, as contained in their Order 
in Council, which was giv.;:n them by 
the Governor in Council at the request 
of the local authorities in and around 
Ipswich; such a Etep would be contrary 
to all precedent. Nor should the board, 
by becoming a competitor, be allowed 
to abrogate or interfere with the power 
given to the city council to purchase the 
company's plant and works at the end 
of fifteen years, which may, in that time, 
become a very ·valuable asset to the 
council.'' 

Hon. E. W. H. Fowles.] 
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?'he city council had th~ right of purchas­
!ng the plant at the end of fifteen years, and 
1t. was hardly f~ir for Parliament to step in. 
Wat.er and hghtmg werB purely local 
affa1rs, and the local authorites should be 
allowed to make all. thev could out of them 
g·iving the people the best supply, and cutting 
d~wn the rates by the small profits they 
m1ght make. It was not a national affair 
but a local affair. ' 

Hon. G. PAGE-HAKIFY: You want to pro-
tect the company. -

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: He wanted to 
protect the city council. He knew that the 
City Council of Ipswich was looking for­
ward to getting that plant at the end of 
the fifteen years. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
Bill was " A Bill to amend ihe Metropolitan 
and Ipswich Water Supply and Sew~rage 
Acts, 1909 to 1915, in certain particulars," 
!'nd the hon. gen~lcman now proposed to 
msert .a ~lause whiCh was trying to amend 
t\le prmCJpal Act, when the Bill said that 
that Act should be amended only " in certain 
particulars," and the new clause was really 
outside the scope of the Bill. 

Hon. E. W. H. FOWLES: Clause 18 amends 
the principal Act. 

Th<: SECRETARY FOR MINES: Clause 
18 said-

" Subject to anv genera] Act in force 
for the time being rflgulating such 
m:tters, or any of th-:m, the board may 
encer upon and contmue the manufac­
ture of electricity." 

That was subject to any general Act in 
fore<;. .He hoped Lhe hon. gentleman would 
not ms1st on the amendment, as he doubted 
very much whether it was in order. 

HoN. F. McDONNELL: To his mind the 
amendment had been moved to protect the 
I}risb,tne Electric Light Company. Why 
snould that company be protected against 
the local ctuthoriti0~ or a"'ainst the water 
authority which was elect~d by the rate­
payers? The Hon. Mr. Fowles asked whv 
they should allow competition to take place, 
seemg: that company had the right to supply 
electnc light for fifteen years? The same 
thing applied to the Brisbane tramways. 
The people of Brisbane were suffering from 
tlw fact that the Brisbane Tramways Com­
pany had a long franchise, very largely 
against the interests of the local authorities 
here, and the hon. gentleman wanted to tie 
up this water authority from attempting to 
compote with the Brisbane Electric Light 
Company. The amendment was a very far­
reaching one, and it was well that the Com­
mittee should consider it before accepting 
it. It was generally understood some years 
ago that the Government were going to 
erect a large power-house in the Ipswich dis­
trict, . n.ot only to have Ipswich lighted by 
electriCity, hut to have that power-house pro­
vide electricity for the city of Brisbane. In 
what position would the new clause place a 
proposal of that nature? It would simply 
lock it LIP in the intorests of the Brisbane 
Electric Light Company. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
amendment was rather an important one, 
and he hoped th" hon. gentleman would not 
insist npon it. It was eo important that it 
would interfere greatly with the passage of 
the Bill in another place, and now that hon. 
ger,tlemen had agreed to accept the Bill and 

[Hon. E. W. H. Fowles. 

to give the people of Ipswich an oppor­
tunity of taking a poll on the question, they 
should not rtmend it in a way that would 
affect; the principles of the Bill. It. was a 
pity, after they had agreed to accept th'l Bill, 
to wreck it now by inserting an amendment 
which they knew would not bQ accepted by 
the Assembly. The amendment would have 
the effect stated by the Hon. Mr. McDonnell. 

Hmr. G. PAGE-HANIFY: He wished to 
add hie powers of persuasion to induc<j the 
Hon. Mr. Fowles to withdraw the amend­
ment. It certainly would have a very far­
reaching effect, and it was going to make a 
present to a private company of something 
thev wet·e not entitled to get. It \1 as quite 
true that the City Electric Light Company 
had received a conce,,ion from the Govern­
HJent to snpply electric light to the city of 
Ip.-wich. He regretted VP.ry much that they 
had received the concession, hut they had 
not received any monopoly, and the new 
clause, if agreed to, would givQ them it mono­
poly to which the.'· were not entitled. That 
Wib one of thEe thin"s the Council was so 
often charged wiih-that it was always on 
the lookout to protect the int(Jrests of capital­
istic conc.;rns and to sacrifice sometimes 
public interests for those concerns. That 
would be the effect of the amendment, if 
carried. He hoped the hon. gentleman would 
agreQ to withdraw the amendment, or, if 
he persisted in it. that the Committee would 
not accept it, because it was not a fair thing 
that they should make a prEsent of a mono­
poly right to that big corporation. He 
hoped thQ Minister would press the matter 
to a division, and that the Committee would 
not give away something so valuable and 
which it was not competent to give. 

Ho~. E. W. H. FOWLES: ThPre would 
he nothing to prevent the Government giving 
any other company the right to supply 
electric light to Ip-wich. 

Hon. G. PAGE-HANIFY: Why prevent this 
public body from doing 1t? 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: According to 
the title of the Bill, that public body was 
supposed to supply pure water. This was a 
water .scheme, not an electric light scheme. 

Hon. G. PAGE-HANIFY: Read clause 18. 

HoN. E. W. H. FOWLES: The supply of 
electric light was quite outside t]-w P';'rview 
of the Bill, and he had to brmg m the 

amendment because there was 
[8.30p.m.] nothing to prevent the Govern­

ment to-morrow giving an Order 
in Council lo a,ny other company to supply 
Ipswich with electric light. 

HoN. F. MoDONNELL: The amendment 
was evidently intended to prevent the wate1· 
board from competing with the City Electric 
Light Suppl:y Company. Why should ~he 
water authonty be prevented from supplymg 
electric light? Without reflecting on the 
personnel of the w<lter board, he had always 
thought from the outset that it was unfortu­
nate that they did not follow the example set 
bv South Au<tralia, and, when the principal 
Act was introduced, create a Government 
water supply department. That would have 
J.een more satisfactory than the present sys­
tem, and he was sure the work would have 
been more economicallv carried out than 
under the present systm~. It was quite evi­
dent that the amendment was introduced in 
the interests of the Brisbane Electric Light 
Company. They had had a sore experienae 
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in the past in connection with franchises of 
that nature, which had tied up cities for 
fifteen or twenty years; and, no doubt, the 
amer:dment would have the effect of tying up 
Ipswich for another fifteen years, and all to 
further the interests of a certain company. 

HoN. W. H. DEMAINE: Only last session 
they passed a small Bill to remove the dis­
abilities under which local authol'ities had 
laboured for a generation past, and now it 
was proposed to subject the Ipswich local 
authority to a simila~ restrictiDn. The 
amendment would practically put back the 
clock, and would restrict the operations of 
the w&ter board in favour of private 
enterprise. 

HoN. T. M. HALL: He did not think the 
hon. member had a grip of the situation. 
The city of Ipswich was desirous of obtaining 
a twentieth century system of lighting, and 
the city council applied for an Order in 
Council to carry out the work of supplying 
the city with electric light. That would 
involve a large expenditure. A company 
then . offered to supply electric light for a 
certam number of years, the undertaking to 
be taken over at the end of that time by the 
local authority. 

Hon. W. H. DEMAINE: They should have 
done it themselves. 

l-IoN. ?'· M. HALL : They would have 
been delighted to have done it themselves 
but, unfortunately, the party opposite took 
up the role ·of the dog in the manger. 
They would neither allow the local autho­
rities to oupply electric light nor would they 
carry . ou~ th.e. undertaking themselves. In 
the distnct m which he resided the local 
authority would be only too pleased to under­
tll:ke the work, but the Government would not 
give them an 0Dder in Council, nor would 
they do the work themselves, and peonle had 
to resort to a rushlight method of- illumi­
nating their premises. It was all very well 
to ttllk about private enterprise, but people 
were compelled to turn to private enterprise 
wh:n they could not get things done with the 
a:"S.'stance of the Government. If loc>al autho­
r;ties. asked the Government for money for 
hghtmg purpo,es, they were immediately 
told that the '.rreasury was empty, and the 
progress of the community was retarded be­
cause the Government would not find the 
n~esoory money. The Government had 
given the city of Ipswich the ria-ht to o-et a 
con;p<my h;> supply ~hem with electric light. 
ana tlw mtv counCil had entered into an 
arrar;g.ement with that company under certain 
conditiOns, and now the Government pro­
posed to allow the we.ter board to enter into 
competition with that company thereby 
interfering with the arrangements .~lreudy 
made by the city council, with the result that 
the people of Ipswich would be unable to 
acquire a lighting plant of their own when 
the franchise .given to t?e elc;ctric light com­
P';l1Y had e~nir<'d. Havmg given the Ipswich 
C:tv Council the powe:r: to make a bargain 
With another company, It was wrong to allow 
the water board to start in opposition. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: There 
v·ould be something in the aro-ument of the 
Hon. l\lr. Hall if the Ipswich "Electric Light 

, Company had got a concession from the 
Go,·e;-nmen.t and had a .monopoly to supply 
Ipsw1c>h with el<>ctrw hght; hut that wa.s 
not so. The am<mdmcnt would give the com­
pa!ly a monopoly that it did not possess at 

the present. time. He thought the amend­
ment was introduced in the interests of a 
lighting company, and there was no question 
that it was foreign to tho Bill. He would 
again refer hon. members to clause 18, which 
gave the board power to supply light and 
power. \Yhy amend the Bill in such a way 
a~ to take all the effect out of that clause 
just in order to give a concession to a light­
ing company that it did not possess before 
the Bill was introrlucBd, and which it Rhould 
not possess? 

HoN. T. M. HALL: He knew nothing 
about the matter from the standpoint of any 
electric light company. His only knowledge 
on the Jubject was obtained from the petition 
presented by the Ipswich City Council. 
Paragraph 19 of that petition read-

" The board should not, your peti­
tioners submit, be allowed to abrogate 
the po\\ers and privileges, or become a 
competitor of the Ipswich Electric 
Supply Company, as contained in the 
Order in Council, which was given them 
by the Governor in Council at the reque,,t 
of the local authorities in and around 
Ipswich; such a step would he contrary 
to all precedent. Nor should the board, 
by becoming a competitor, be allowed to 
abrogate or interfere with the power 
given to the city council to purchase the 
company'» plant and works at the end 
uf fifteen years, which may, in that time, 
become a very valuable asset to the 
l'OUncil." 

That v .ts all he knew about the matter. 

Hox. A. J. THYNNE: Perhaps he might 
be able to give a little information tha.~ 
would be of some u6e. Going back a. little 
in the history of electric lighting and the 
manufacture of electric appliances, the 
original concessions that were granted in 
Great Britain to electric light companies 
were for the period of twenty-one years. It 
was found from experience that it took at 
least ten years after the establishment of a 
company before the lmsiness b<>gan to pay 
Pxpenses. That system was continued for a 
considerable time, with the result that Great 
Britain lost control of the bminess of manu­
facturing electric appliances and electric 
machinery, and the whole induotry was 
driven to Germany. Afterwards the British 
Parliament increa.<ed the period from twenty­
one years to forty-bra years; but it was too 
late then to remedy the evil and to recover 
the business that had been driven into Ger­
man hands. Anothel' principle that had been 
established in the old country, as the result 
of their bitter experience, was the laying 
down of the rule that, where one electric 
authority was operating in a district, no 
other electric authority should be allowed to 
enter into 'competition with it. '!'here was 
no prospect of success for one or the other 
if there was undue competition, and the pro­
tection provided against a monopoly was the 
limitation in the Order in Council of tho 
charges the company could make. He had 
occasion many years ago to study this sub­
ject, and nothing impressed him more than 
the folly of taking too narrow a view im 
giving Orders in Council for electric lighting. 
If they had two authorities in the same dis­
trict and they put a proper limitation on 
the maximum charges which might be made, 
neither authority could succeed. It seemed 
to him that in this matter where there was 
already an Order in Council authorising the 
municipality to supply electricity, it would 

Hon. A. J. Thynr-te.] 
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oilly be courting disaster for both the muni­
cipal eouncil and the Water and Sewerage 
Board if they were both allowed to compete 
in the st1me lotality. 'l'hat was why the 
wise provision to which reforcncc• had been 
made was inserted in the Local Authorities 
Act-the provision that the local authority 
should not take up the supply of gaB or 
electrical lighting whore there was any 
authority supplying those things, unless that 
authority was absorbGd. The restriction was 
imposed for the purpose of making sure that 
there should be a fair chance of the under­
taking succeeding. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: By restricting 
competition? 

HoN. A. J. THYNNE: By restricting com­
petition and imposing a reasonable limitation 
on the charges. He might be pardoned for 
saying that it was he who prepared and 
introduced in Parliament the Electric Light 
and Power Act. That was a measure to 
which a great deal of close consideration was 
given, and in the preparation of which he 
had the splendid assistance of the late Mr. 
Hesketh. He understood that in this par­
ticular case the local authority had already 
got an Order in Council, and it seemed to 
him that it was most undesirable, so long 
as that Order in l'ouncil was in existence 
to court failure by enabling another authorit; 
to enter the field in competition with the 
local authority. The water board authority 
~ould, of course, be a local authority, but 
rt would be elected by a different constitu­
ency from that which elected the Ipswich 
Municipal Council, and some of its members 
would bs cho·;en by persons who had no 
interest in Ipswich. Instinct as well as 
reason, led him to disapprove 'of the issuing 
of two Orders in Council for the same 
territory. 

Question-That the new clause proposed 
to be inserted (Mr. Fowles's amendment) be 
so inserted-put; and the Committee 
divided-

CoNTENTs, 19. 
Roll F. T. Brentnall Hon. ,T. Hodel 

G. S. Curtis P .. T, Leahy 
A. A. Davey C. F. Marks 
A. Dunn C. F. Nielson 
B. Fahey T. ,T, 0' ~he a 
E. W. H. Fowles A. H. Parnell 
A. Gibson W. f'tephens 
H. L. Groom A. J. Thynne 
T. ~L Hall H. Turner 
.il. G. C. Hawthorn 

Teller: Hon. T. M. Hall. 

NOT·CONTENTS, 13. 

Hon. R. Bedford Hon. F. McDonnell 
W. R. Crampton T. :'\evitt 
W. H. Demaine G. Page-Hanify 
A .• T. J ones E. B. Purnell 
H. C .• T6nes W. ,T, Riordan 
H. I.Iewel:n1 H. Sumner 
L. McDonald 

Teller: Hon. G. Pagc-Hanify. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

Clause, as amended, put and passed. 

Clause 27-" A rnenrlrnent of Schedule !!." 
-put and negatived. 

Clauses 28 and 29 put and passed. 

Clause 30-"Yew Sclzedults ri. and T'll.''­

HoN. T. J. O'SHEA: If the Ipswich 
people dooided not to come under the pro­
visions of this Bill the schedule would not be 
in harmony with the provisions of the Bill, 
and he would suggest that the Minister 

fHnn. A. J. J.'hynne. 

should postpone this clause and the schedule 
until he was able to get a competent sur­
veyor to supply two descriptions, one of. the 
Ipswich district, and one of . the comb mod 
districts, to meet such a contmgency. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: He was 
inclim:d to allow clause 30 and the schedule 
to remain intact, for the reason that he 
anticipated that the vote in Ipswich would 
be favourable to that district coming under 
the provisions of the Bill. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: Couldn't you have two 
schedule, in the Bill? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes, 
thev could have two schedules, and, if the 
vote was in opposition to the scheme of the 
measure, there was no doubt that clause 30 

and the schedul.e would be erron­
[9 p.m.] eous. To meet that difficulty a 

better suggestion would be to 
negative clause 30 and the schedule, and 
allow it to be amended in the Legislative 
AH<>mbly. ·Then it co.uld come back to that 
Chamber in its amended form. That was the 
•·implest way. 

Hon. P. J. LEAHY: I suppose you will not 
say we arc sending down a lopsided Bill if 
that is the case. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR MINES: It 
wculd not be the first lopsided Bill they had 
srnt down. 

Hon. T. J. O'SHEA: That is not true. 
You have no right to say that. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: A good 
manv of the Bills were more than lopsided. 
H~n. P. .J. LEAHY: Thev were well­

balanced when they left this place. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It was 
r.ot as good a Bill as he expected. 'l'hey 
had agrec d on submitting a certain question 
to the ratepayers of Ipswich, but they 
strenuously opposed the alteration of the 
hanchise, and we1·e unable to g·et their way. 
'l'he Bill was not so much to boast of as the 
Hon. Mr. Le:thy wanted to make out. It 
wa' the best they could get under the con­
ditions under which they were governed. 

Ho;o;. T. J. O'SHEA asked the Minister 
what use were Schedules VI. and VII. HB 
had honcstlv searched for their utility. 
Schedule Vi'I. wa"' a map-a big, clumsy 
thing at that. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES : They are use­
ful as defining the ar-ea. 

HoN. T. J. O'SHEA: Clause 4 defined 
the districts. He was not opposing the in­
ciusion of the schedules, but was really look­
ing for rc:tsons for their exist<cnce. He had 
not consulted an expert on thE' matter, and 
that was whv he was asking the hon. gentle­
rr.an if he could tell him. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: One of 
the schedules was a map, and it clearly 
dt>fincd the area. That was the only answer 
he coul-d give. He thought his suggestion 
should be adopted, as being the most con­
venient way of dealing with the difficulty 
that might arise in the event of the poll not 
being carried in favour of the Bill. 

lloN. A. J. 'l'HYNNE: He did not wonder 
tLat the J\Iinister wa·-,, willing to have that 
orrangcment, because, if the Bill were passed 
~nd could be accepted by the other Houso::, the . 
origiual Act would be amlmde.d by thci mser­
tion of those schedule<, altermg the sphere 
of operation of the Brisbane Water Board 
and cutting out the whole utility of the vote 
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of the people of Ipswich. He advieed the 
Hon. :Ylr. 0' Shea not to consent to sending 
the schedule as it stood to the other House. 
He thought it was essential that the schedule 
should be amended, or that provision should 
b<c made that that schedule should not 
operate unless the vote of the people of 
Ipswich was in favour of the propoba 1. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: He 
thought the Hon. Mr. Thynne had not under· 
stood that he (the Minister) proposed to 
amend the Bill by omitting cla~se 30 and tbe 
schedules, so tbat Schedule VI. might be 
amended as suggested by the Hon. Mr. 
O'Shea. 

Ho>r. B. FAHEY presumed that the Minis­
tOl' would gi Ye a guarantee that the Bill 
v cmld come back to that Chambe1·. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI)[ES : Oh, yes. 
Ho~. B. FAHEY: I-Je had no objection to 

the hon. gentleman, but he alv•Hys knew the 
ir.fluenco of bad company. 

Cl a use 30 put and neg>c tived. 
Schedules VI. and VII. put and negatived. 
The Cmncil resumed. The CHAIRMAN re-

ported the Bill with amendments; and the 
report was adopted. 

The third n ading of the Bill was made 
ar Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

PARLIAl\lEKT"\RY BILLS REFEREN­
DUM ACT. 

PUBLICATION IN " GAZETTE , OF COUNCIL'S 
AMENIJMEXTS IN POPULAR INITIATIVE AND 
REFERENDUM BILL. 

HoN. P. J. LEAHY: I oog to move, with­
out notic-'c-

" (1.) That, in terms of the Parlia­
mentary Bills Referendum Act of 1908. 
the Legislative Council request that in 
the case of the Populgr Initiative and 
Re£erendum Bill, which has been ' lost,' 
the Home Secretary will cause to be 
published in ihe 'Gazette' together with 
the Bill, such amendments thereto as 
have been made by th~ Legislative 
Council. 

" (2.) That a copy of the foregoing 
resolution he forwarded· by the Clerk to 
the Home Secretary." 

This is similar to motions previously passed 
in this connection. 

Question put and passed. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I beg 
to move-That the Council ,do now adjourn. 
The first business to-morrow will be the 
consideration of the report of the Standing 
Orders Committre recon1mcnding certain 
alterations to thB Code of Standing Rules and 
Orders, to be followed by the second reading 
of the Government Loan Bill, the considera­
tion in Committee of the Assembly's message 
on the Succession and Probate Duties Acts 
Amendment Bill, and the Stamp Act Amend­
ment Rill. \Y ages Bill, and the State Enter­
pri·,es BilL It has been arranged with hon. 
gentlemPn opposite that the Council will sit on Monday to complete the business of the 
session. I wi'h to make that intimation to 
hon. gentlemen who may be leaving for the 
country. Probably the business of the 
session will be completed on Monday. 

Question put and passed. 
The Council adjourned at eighteen minutes 

past 9 o'clock p.m. 

H'ays and 211~eans. 




