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2726 Adjournment. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

WEDNESDAY, 2 OCTOBER, 1918_ 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns} 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT. 

The SPEAKER announced that he had 
received the Auditor-General's report on the 
public accounts for the year 1917-18. 

Ordered to be printed. 

QUESTIONS. 

CoPPER FOR MUNITIONS. 

Mr. SIZER (Nundah), for Mr. Corser, 
asked the Chief Secretary-

" How many tons of copper have the 
Government procured for the British 
Committee of Munitiom in terms of the 
].,tter which he obtained from the com­
mittee during his last visit to England 
in 1916, under which the committee 
undertook to purchase up to 45,000 tons 
of copper in a period ending with Sep­
tember of the pre~ent year?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. T. J. Ryan, Barcoo) 
replied-

" The hon. member must surely be 
aware that his friends in the Legislative 
Council, by their refusal on two occa­
sions to pass the Chillagoe and Etheridge 
Railways Bill, seriously hampered the 
production of copper in this State in­
tended for the use of Great Britain and 
her allies. This Bill is again under 
consideration of the Legislative Council, 
and it is hoped that the good sense of 
that Chamber will permit of the Bill 
passing during· this session." 

STRIKE BALLOTS. 

Mr. SWAYNE (cliirani) asked the Secre­
tary for Public Works-

" 1. In connection with what strikes 
were the results of ballots thereon com­
municated to the Industrial RE>gistrar? 

"2. On what dates in each cas<c did the 
Registrar receive these communications 
regarding strike ballots?" 

The SlWRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. E. G. 'l'heodore, Ohillagoe) replied-

" 1. The Registrar was notified of a 
ballot having been taken by the coal­
miners at Redbank on 27th March, 1918, 
the strike taking place on the same date. 

" 2. The Registrar was notified of the 
results of ballots taken in the following 
callings :-

22nd April, 1918-Retail butchers, 
Brisbane. 

3rd May, 191&-Enginecrs, Bunda­
berg. 

17th May, 1918-Stovemoulders, 
Maryborough. 

lOth June, 1918-Fellmongers, Bris­
bane. 

2nd August, 1918-Engine-drivers, 
Metropolitan Water and Sewerage. 
" :";"o strikes followed in these cases." 
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REPORT OF AGENT-GENERAL FOR 1917-18. 

Mr. SIZER asked the Chief Secretary-
" Upon what dttte was the report of 

the Agent-Generttl for the year 1917-18 
recE'ived by the Chief Secretary's D(•· 
ment ?" 

The PREMIER replied-
" Report for 1917 rPceivP.l on 9th 

August, after which sent to GovernmE'nt 
Printer." 

HoN. J. M. HUNTER's "'loRTHER>r ToL'R. 

Mr. SW A YNE asked the Premier-
" 1. Has his attention been called to 

the following paragraph which appeared 
in the September number of the 'Aus­
tralian Journalist,' the official organ of 
the Australian Journalists' Associ1t­
tion:-

Mr. H. T. B< asle~·, general secretary 
of the Queensland bnmch of the Aus­
tralian Journalists' Asc;ociation, ha' 
been accompanying lYir. Hunter, Hono­
rary Minister, on a tour of "'lorthern 
QuE'ensland. Mr. Hunter is expected 
shortly to proceed to England to take 
up the position of Agent-General for 
Queensland, and is seizing the oppor­
tunity of acquirin<; knowledge of the 
State at first hand. It is quite ·on the 
cards that. ::Yir. Bea~ley will accompany 
him as his private ~ccre"ar:v? 
" 2. Is there any truth in all or any 

of the statements contained in the para­
graph, and, if so, to what ext0nt are 
they true?" 

The PREMIER replied-­
" 1. No. 
"2. See an,wer to No. 1." 

Toowom!BI. HOSPITAL. 

Mr. ROBERTS (East 7'oozcoo11• or!) asked 
the Chief Secretary-

" Has a decision yet be,·n arrivE>d at 
to my question of Thursday, 13th ,June­
viz.. ' In view of the published shcte­
ment that owing to thE' financial strain 
the Toowoomba Hospital Committee will 
be compeliE'd to refuse admission to 
patients outside the collec·ting area. will 
he place before Cabinet the need for 
a grant of at least £1,000 p<'r annum, 
as previously urged by rl'"putation to 
the Premier in 1917.' and to which he 
replied.-' The matter will be con­
sidered?' " 

The PRK\1IER replied-
" If the hon. member has anv further 

representations to make, I shall give 
them consideration.'' 

.WESTERN MAIL TRUN. 

Mr. ROBERTS asked the Secretary for 
Railways- " 

"1. Is he aware Western mail arrived 
Brisbane yesterday morning one hour 
late? 

"2. Will he ascertain cause of its delay 
at Grantham thirty-one minutes?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. A. Fihelly, Paddi11gton) replied­

" 1. Yes. 
"2. Yes." 

HARBOURS BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The TREASURER, in moving-
" That the House will, at its next 

sitting, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the Whole to consider of the desir­
ableness of introducing a Bill to consoli· 
date and amend the Jaws relating to the 
regulation, management, and improve­
ment of harbours. and for other conse­
quential purposeo," 

said: The motion itself is fairly explanatory. 
It relates to the consolidation of the great 
manv Acts which are on the statute-book 
regulating and controlling the harbours in 
Queensland. This Bill lays down a new 
policy with regard to the control of harbours, 
and it will have the effect of abolishing 
harbour hoards and placing the control of 
the harbours under a commission. I think 
it will find acceptance, when it is discussed, 
with the other side of the House. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: "\ commission appointed 
by the Government? 

The TREASURER: Yes. 
Question put and passed. 

METROPOLITAN \VATER SUPPLY AND 
SEWERAGE ACTS AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

CoM>JITTEE. 

(Jlr. Batmm, Maree, in the chair.) 

On clause 1-" Short title and construction 
of Act"-

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Hon. merr.bers would notice that he had 
circulated .a number of amendments 111 con­
nection with the Bill. He wished to indicate 
to hon. members who were interested in this 
Bill that thew amendments were the re;;ult 
of a conference which took place bctw<:en 
himself and the members of the: lpswtch 
Local Authority, who were necessarily keenly 
interested in the fate of the Bill, and the 
principles which it contained. They made 
quite a number of suggesti~ns, ~ome of. them, 
he was sorry to sav, qmte ImpractiCable, 
but some that were not only practicable 
but no doubt beneficial to the Bill, and 
tho~e an.endm~nts he ha·d got in the list 
which had been circulated. One related to 
the title of the Bill. 

Hon. \V. H. BARNES: You might tell us 
what you left out. 

The SECRET A RY FOR PPBLIO WORKS: 
That, -he thought, would unduly and un":isely 
delav the proceedings before the Committee. 
He "moved the omission of the clause, and 
the insertion in lieu thereof of the following 
amendment:-

" In the title of the Metropolitan Water 
Supply and Seweragil Act of 1909 thP 
words ' and its suburbs' are repealed 
and the words ' and of the city of 
Ipswich and their environs' are inserted 
in lieu thereof. 

"In the short title of the last-mentioned 
Act and in the short title of the Metro­
politan Water Supply and Se~erage Act 
Amendment Act of 1915 and 111 the col­
lective short title of the said last-mer;­
tioned Acts after the word .' Metropob 
tan' the 'YO!:ds ' and Ipswich' are inserted. 

Hon. E. G. Theodore.] 
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"This Act mav be cited as the Metro­
politan and Ipswich Water Supply and 
Sewerao·e Acts Amendment Act of 1918, 
and elu:'ll be read as one with the Metro­
politan and Ipswich \Vater Supply and 
Sewerag<' Acts, 1909 to 1915 (here~n _col­
lectivelv referred to as the prmmpal 
Act)." ' 

The object was to bring in a reference to 
Ipswich, because, after all, they must admit 
that the metropolitan area could not be con­
sidered a fair description of an area which 
included Ipswich as well as Brisbane, and 
to that extent he was conceding the point 
raised bv the Ipswich water authority-that 
their city should be mentionNl in the title. 

Mr. MACARTNEY (Toowong): The 
anwndment of the clause seemed to raise the 
question oi the position of Ipswich, and it 
would be particularly intere·ting to know 
as to how far the objections ma-io by the 
Ipswich ~1unicipality or the Ipswich Water 
Boar~ V\'( sustained b~"T a ycry larb-c nlnnber 
of 1'(-.,i<l 'llf" and businC'~.-; people. aJld how 
far tlw ""me had been accPpted or refused. 
If the: rc•ft'lTCd h the lengthy pP!ition pre­
spnted t< the House, the Ipswich people 
appear('d to hC' \cry seriou'l about the matter 
and ccill ha.c1 objcctionc to it. Fro n what 
the L_)n. gcntlmnan said onp '~You1d gather 
that nll the recommendctions of Ip;,,ich had 
been wr: L·rgPly actccl upon. but he still 
had reac·on to believe that Ipswic'1 was not 
satisfiecl. He took it that that was so. 
Amongst (}th,•r things it appea.rcd that the 
liabiEty of the :Metropolitan \Vater Supply 
and f::c"-era;;::c Board ·was so JUUf'h ~neater 
than the liability of the Ip:wich authol'ity, 
per ca:1ib:. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: That 
is base-cl on a fallacious argument on the 
part of the Ipswich water authority. 

:\Ir. :\L\CART:::-.!EY: The hon. member 
might ~how how that was so, and h~ there­
fore ~ugge~ted !that he should gin: the 
Commit·~~ 'm explanation. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The hon. member had touched upon tho 
chief point of objedion raised by the majorit,:, 
of the members of the Ipswich water 
authority. Their chief objection-leaving out 
altogc rh er their objection to the proposed 
franchise-was baoed upon a belief that the 
adoption of the scheme would somehow or 
other thrust upon the water consumers of 
Ip•wich a proportion of the bm·den which at 
presC'nt fell upon the pt·ople of Brisbane, 
ircurr.,d bv the establishment of waterworks. 
That wa•. ·a fallacy. They had worked out 
mme kind of a comparison under which thev 
said that the loan indebtedness under the 
Ipswich scheme represented ;1 bout £3 per 
hE c1d. The same calculation in connection 
with Brisbane. they said, worked out at a 
liability of about £8 per head. But the 
figures ,\,-ere arrived at under a misapprehen­
cion. For ono thing, the Ipswich pumping 
plant and reticulation plant was old and 
out of date, and they had already got ap­
proval of the expenditure of a verc· large 
sui!! of money for thf) purpoee of e'tablish­
ing a more up-to-date plant. When that was 
"'nne it would practically double the per 
capita liability-and that was an immedi­
ate obligation for Ipswich. Then, in calcu­
lating the indebtedness in regard to Bris­
bane, thev had taken into account not r,nlv 
the large' expenditure incurred recently a't 
Cabbage-tree Creek dam, Halt's Hill, and 

[Hon. E. G. Theodo1'e. 

Mount Crosby, but also, apparently, the 
expenditure on the sewerage scheme. It 
stood to reason that any comparison of that 
kind must result in an erroneous conclu­
sion, and he 1::.olieved that an exact com­
parison, not only of the work actually done, 
but expenditure to which they were com­
mitted, worked out at twelve to E;ight. in 
favour of the metropolitan loan indebted­
ness at the present time. 

But they need not take that into account. 
\Yhatever the relative indebtedness at the 
preoent time, it was hoped that the water 
supplv in both cities would be so developed 
as to' give the best supplies to the people 
in both citit~s, and the obligation would be 
so distributed that they would pay a fair 
thincr for it. The Ipswich people need have 
no f~ar that they would pay any 'mm·., for 
water than in the past. It was likely that 
they would p~y con~iderably lbs, and in 
addition thev would gd a much br·tter 
supply of w8:tcr, and c~rtainly a suppl~- of 
purer water, because rt would be dn-ect 
from the filtration works at Mount Crosby. 
That would be an immense advantagE) to 
the Ipswich people, and was not a matter 
"hi eh should be calculate·d in mere pounds, 
shillings, and penc~. But he was quite 
convinced in any case that they would get 
their water more cheaply than at present. 

Another objection which he had considered 
was that under the present relative systems 
of rating in Brisbane, the Brisbane scheme 

ould operate harshly in respec~ of unoccu­
pied lands. That was so, and rt would be 
nEcessarv, in hie opinion. so soon as the 
new board was constituted and set about 
drawing up their by-la,\Cs, to take into 
acccunt that th,ere were large areas of 
unoccupied iown lands in Ipswich that were 
Enimproved, and it would serve no good 
purpose to unduly tax them throu'5h a. water 
rate. It was a futile method of trymg t.o 
force land into occupation by taxing ~t 
£1 per year for water Tates more than rt 
should otherwise pay. Consequently, . the 
ne" boaTd would have to take that m to 
account, and whatever Tate was fixed would 
have to be fixed so as not to throw on the 
ttnoccupied land too heavy a ~urd:n. There 
could be no injustice to Ipswrch m that re­
spect. Ipswich would be TepTesented by t.wo 
representatives on the board, and the outs>de 
metropolitan di,tricts would. be repres~nted 
separately, and their inter.ests would be rden­
tical with those of IpswJCh. Further than 
that the bv-law' had to be approved by the 
Gov~rnor in Council, so that if there were any 
attempt to impose a harsh by-law the qovern­
ment would have to keep an eye on 1t, and 
see that no injustice was done. 

Those were the two principal points of 
objection. They had also an aTgument that 
under the scheme the actual co~t of con­
r.ecting Mount Crosby and Ipsw10h :vo~ld 
be just as great as the cost of establ;shmg 
a separate pumping plant on the Bnsba'?-e 
River. He did not think there was much m 
the ~rgument. 'rhe. cost of connecting M01,mt 
Crosby and Ipswich was £60,000 for a ]JIJ?e 
line alone but the IJ.rE'ciident of the board m 
Brisbane 'informed him that it would cost 
FE 11 over that for Ipswich to esto blish a 
tn'n,ping ph.nt to giv~ the same s1~pply. of 
wat<er as could be grven by a p1J?e hne 
cr,sting that £60,000, and at the same trme lay 
dcwn a purification scheme. It woula cost a 
very large sum· of money, and they would 
not get a better service. In addition to that, 
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th€; separate Ipswich scheme would cost more 
to maintain. From every point from which 
they looked at it, the present scheme held 
out groat advantages for Ipswich, and also 
for Brisbane. There was no reason why the 
whole of the area proposed to be compre­
hended s,hou1d not be included, and the board 
constituted as they proposed to constitute it. 

Illr. MACARTNEY: He was obliged to 
the Minister for the explanation he had 
given. It had simplifi'"d matters very much. 
The petition presented by the Ipswich Coun­
cil had been read, and members were familiar 
with it, and would probably he able to 
form an opinion as to whether the hon. 
m~mber had given a eomplete ansV~er to the 
material points raised. But he had received 
a copy of a ratepayers' circular, which he 
presumed was sent to other hon. members, 
setting out probably in shorter terms the 
"'bj~ctions which the buBiness people had, 
and he thought it would be well to call the 
attention of the Committee to some of it. 
They thoroughly endorsed the action which 
the Ipswich water authority had taken, and 
they did that, no doubt, because the petition 
which had been lodged contained only one 
signature-that of the corporation-and they 
f!'ared it might be thought that it did not 
represent the views of the ratepayers. In 
their circular the·; opposed the amalgamation 
being forced on the ratepayers in these 
words-

" \Ve arc opposed to an rrmalgamation 
being forced upon the ratepayers which, 
if accomplie;hed, •Yould, we feel c0rtain, 
increase th<' water rates, and would 
empower the metropolitan board in 
February next to takt! over, without any 
compensation, the existing plant of the 
counc~l, and continue to use it to supply 
the city with water, so that the sug­
gested impi·ovement of receiving filtered 
water does not sPem' to have anv likeli-
hood of early fruition. " 

" In our opinion, the business aspect 
Df the proposal lies in the statement that 
the loan indebtednes of the council and 
the metropolitan board is at the rate of 
£8 per capita for the board, and only 
£3 for the council. 

" If the result of the amalgamation 
was to lower our water rates, then con­
sideration might be given to the pro­
posal, but there appears to be no hope 
of this, and we cannot conceiv" of a 
partnership being offered or accepted 
under such conditions without some ade­
quate comp<;nsation being made, or 
equitable terms provided for. 

"This in itself. we think, is sufficient 
justification for the attitude the council 
has adopted in regard to the proposal. 

" Vv e are in entire accord with the 
'Council's statement that the citizens of 
Ipswich strongly apprOVG of the Mount 
Edwar-ds scheme for supplying w~tter for 
irrigation purpo-,es; for the wants of 
Ipswich and Brisbane, and also_ for the 
intervening diBtricts between those cities. 
But we do not think, on that account, 
that this is the tim<· for the amalgamation 
to take place, and the city council's 
waterworks taken over b.,- the board. 
seeing that the Treasurer' stated when 
introducing the Bill-' There was no 

-desire or intention to enter immediately 
upon some expensive un!dcrtaking of 
that kind.' 

" \Ve entirely approve of the attitude 
the council has taken up in regard to 
the franchise, believing strongly in the 
principle that only those who pay the 
rates should have the right to say how 
they shall be spent. 

" We therefore trust the council will 
continue to oppose the Bill, and do its 
utmost to conserve the interest& of the 
ratepayers in the direction indicated." 

That was signed by a very large number of 
the business people of Ipswich and rate­
payers, and it seemed to him that unless 
there were some very strong r0asons which 
could be urged by the Treasurer, there 
might he some reason for dc!aying the 
passage of the Bill and endeavouring to 
bi·ing the parties intimately concerned to an 
agre~ment in the interval between the present 
so~>ion and next session. That suggestion 
w>ts prompted by the statement of the Minis­
tC'r that the works would not be immediatelv 
entered upon. " 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC \VORKS: Not th~J 
Ipswich works. but the connection between 
Mount Crosby' and Ipswich will have to be 
immediately undertaken. 

Mr. MACARTKEY: Apparently it was 
thought by the Ipswich authority that a 
month or two did not make any difference, 
and it might be possibl<; to bring the two 
parties to an agreement in the meantime. 
It was hardly a fair thing to expect a 
Ch\1mber like ;that to adjust diffor,ences 
between the m~;tropolitan board and the 
IpMvich board. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WORKS: It 
seems that Parliament often has to settle 
those matters. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Yes, but it should 
cnly be done in the last resort, when it had 
been shown that thov had been unable to 
come to an agreemei1t. It seemed not an 
unreasonable sugg<'<-tion to make, but he 
was prepared to leave the m·atter at that. 

Mr. GLEDSON (Ips1cich): He wished to 
clear the air, so far as the objection from 
Ipswich was concerned. He would like the 
l~ader of the Opposition to realise that the 
opposition did not come from the people of 
Ipswich, or any considerable portion of the 
people at all. If the hon. member would 
count the name• to the circular which he 
haJJ received, and which other members had 
received, he would see that there were eighty­
six. There were concerned in the water 
supply of the district something like 22,000 
people. and thC'y had got eighty-six to sign 
the petition out of 22,000 ! He would like to 
tell the lead<;r of the Opposition also that 
the obj!'ction was really the objection of the 
citv council, and he was going to show that 
by" a newspaper report of a meeting of the 
citee council, where the following occurr(ld :-

" Alderman Hefferan: Is it a fact 
that the city inspector has boon taking a 
petition round getting signatures against 
the proposed new Metropolitan Water 
and Sew.;rage Board? 

" The 11ayor : Y os. 
" Alderman Hefferan: Is he paid for 

it? Has he not sufficient work without 
doing that? 

"The Mavor: He is taking it round 
in conjunction with his other occupa­
tions. 

" Alderman Hefferan: It seems to me 
that he has not got too much work when 

Mr. Gledson. J 
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he can take it round in the course of 
his official duties. I trust the m·atter 
will be looked into." 

He wanted also to read from the " Queens­
land Time>" of the next day. 

[4 p.m.] He did not think that hon. 
members would say that the 

" Queensland Times'' was by any means a 
Labour paper. He thought it was one of 
the strongest anti-Labour papers that they 
had in Queensland. It said-

" Regarding our CIVIC affairs, the 
greatest step now being taken, or about 
to be taken, js in respect to the water 
supply. The scheme for the amalgama­
tion of the Ipswich area Wit-h the metro­
politan area has met with some opposi­
tion, but that, perhaps, is due more to 
distrust of the party which is attempt­
ing to make the change than to di:;be­
Iief in the broad principle of the scheme. 
Whatever comeq out of the proposal, 
Ipswich must get a. better and greater 
supply than it .has now, and our mem­
bers in Parliament should not tolerate 
any suggestion of further temporising. 
Ipswich must certainly be included in 
the Mount Edwards scheme when it is 
establishe<l; but the present need for in­
creasing the supply of water is· urgent, 
and for that reason no time should be 
lost in getting the city connected with 
a greater source of supply, pending the 
carrying into effect of the Mount Edwards 
scheme. If this is not done without 
delay under the proposed amalgamation, 
then the opponents of the scheme are 
certainly justified in the action they have 
taken to defeat it. \Vhatever is done, 
every precaution should be taken to see 
that the be,.t interc·,ts of the ratepayers 
of the city are safegqarded." 

If the leader of the Opposition would con­
sult any of the principal business people in 
Ipswich, he would find they were in favour 
of this schen1e, and ~vould say thoy 1nust 
have a supply. Taking the report of the 
Ipswich Chamber of Commerr", they found 
that they had a say in the matter. In this 
report of the Ipswich Chamber of Commerce, 
Mr. Dangerfield, one of the vice-presidents, 
•tated-

" During the absence of the president, 
he had been a'·ked by the mayor if he 
would consent to take round a petition 
for signature dealing with the action of 
the council in regard to the proposed 
amalgamation of the Brisbane and Ips­
wich water authorities. After consulting~ 
with the secretary and other memb·ers of 
the chamber, he had informed ~the mayor 
that he could not do as dPsired. 

"The pregjdent expressed the view that 
Mr. Dangerfield had done the correct 
thing. The chamber, he thol)ght, should 
not have been asked to take a petition 
round at all." 

He thought that would show the leader of 
thA Opposition that the amalgamation of these 
two authoritir,, which was proposed under 
that clame of the Bill, was the desire of the 
people of Ipswich in order tc obtain a better 
water supply. They harl a plant there w'bich 
was not able to supply their present con­
sumers. They could not get the pressure. 
In fact, one gentleman coming down in the 
train that morning-a member of the Cham­
ber of CommercB-said that while he was 
drawing some water to have a bath the girl 

[Mr. Gledson. 

could not get water to put in the kettle tO> 
make his breakfast. That was the position 
there. To do anything at all meant install­
ing a complete new plant at t]"te _Ipsw~ch: 
works in order to supply that di,trJct With 
water. It would be wise if the members of 
that House and the other House were to visit 
the Moqnt Crosby works and see what they 
had there, and then visit Ipswich. They 
would see that there was a complete pump­
ing plant at Mount Crosby which, without 
any additional machinery, was capable of 
supplying the whole of' Ipswich a,nd Brisbane 
with water. There was no sense 111 any water 
authority putting down a new pumping plant 
which would be obsolete again within one 
or two years if they were prepared to go 
into that amalgamation under the Mount 
Edwards scheme. There was a certain num­
bc>r of aJ.dermen constituting the water 
authority now who were raising opposition, 
and they were doing that for certain reasons. 
Half the upkeep of the office now was being 
paid out of water rates. If the water board 
carried on the work, those rates would not 
o-o into the coqncil. The Opposition would 
do well to assist the Government in that 
matter in the interest of the whole of the­
people, instead of attempting to block it in 
a,ny way. If they did not, t~e people of 
Ipcwich would be in a Lad way m the course· 
of a month. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: The Committee was 
indebted to the hon. gentleman for the inf?r­
mation he had given. As far as that side­
of thP House was concerned, there was no 
particular de,ire to oppose anything upon 
which the parties concerned were agreed. 
There might be matter~ of principle later on 
.in the Bill, upon which they might have­
something to r:ty. It appeared that a large­
section of the Ipswich people· was in favour 
of the scheme, although he took it that the 
endorsement -did not go to the whole of the 
details of the Bill. 

Mr. GLEDSON : It may not. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: They wanted light 
on the matter. In the case of two bodies 
like that, they might be informed of the 
extent to which they had agreed and the· 
points upon which they had failed to come 
to an agrE'ement. They tpen would _hav_e an 
opportunity of approachmg t]"te Bil~ m a 
reasonable wav. The informatJOn whwh the 
hon. gentlema'n had given was of assistance 
in that particular direction. He, of course, 
recognised that if the position waq such that 
the alterations must be made at once and 
the expenditure mqst be incurre-d at once, 
that altered the position and did away with 
the ground which ono could. urge for the 
purpose of delay. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: There 
is no doubt that the improvement of the 
Ipswich water supply is an urgent matter. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Was the hon. gentle­
man able to tell them whether, up to any 
particular point, the Ipswich water autho­
rity and the Metropolitan Water Supply and 
Sewerage Board had been able to come to 
an agreement? 

The SECRE'l'ARY FOR Pu.sr.rc WoRKS: Not s0 
far as any joint control of this kind is con­
cerned. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: It was on that aspect 
of the thing he thought it was a pity the 
House had not got information. He was pre­
})ared tc loon it go at that. 
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HoN. W. H. BARNES: He would like to 
ask the Minister whether there was .any 
linking up of this in any direction with 
lighting, as far as the Ipswich people were 
concerned? Were they taking exception to 
any innovation .as the result of that Bill in 
connection with any arrangements they 
themselves had made? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
No, he di·d not think so. When so,ne state· 
ments were made at the deputation, the.ce 
was some misunderstanding with regard to 
clause 16, wher(·in they conferred upon the 
new authority the power to establish a hydro­
electric scheme for the purpose of generating 
electricity. They wondered whether power 
was being given to go ahead and establish 
in Ipswich or somewhere else in the area 
electrical schemes not connected w1th water 
supply, and compete with established com­
panies or other concerns. There was no in· 
tention of that. This was to give the new 
authority power to utilise the hvdraulic 
power which might be conserved at" Mount 
Edwards, for the purposP of generating 
electricity and supplying it to users any­
where in their .area. Of course, clause 16 
was subject to the existing Act controlling 
the manufacture or supply of electricity. The 
board would have to get an Order in Coun­
cil and comply with all the conditions laid 
down in the Act. He could relieve the hon. 
gentleman's mind on the point that there 
was no intention of giving them powet· to 
compete with private companies or anyone 
else in Ipswich or elsewhere. 

Amendment agreed to. 

On clause 2-" Ele'cto1·al franchise"-
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: 

He had an amendment in clause 2 which 
affected the division of the area into dis­
tricts. He had better explain that the 
scheme of the Bill, as originally framed, was 
to give proportional representation in the 
metropolitan area and to Ipswich, and it 
worked out in the proportion of six to two. 
The Ipswich water authority raised the ob­
jection that although they got what might 
be considered fair proportional repreRenta­
tion, nevertheless their representatives would 
always be outvoted by the six representatives 
of Brisbane. They suggested that the area 
should be further divided, in order that if 
there were anv clash of interests between the 
city of Brisb"ane and Ipswich, they might 
be able to rely upon the support of the repre­
sentatives of outside districts. This was to 
meet that. It seemed to be a fair and work­
able scheme. He was sorry to say he now 
noticed he had been going a. little ahead and 
getting on to the wrong amendment. He 
hoped the Committee would take this ex­
planation .as the explanation on the amend­
ment when it came along. He moved tlrat, 
in the definition of "board," afte-r the word 
"metropolitan" the words "and Ipswich" 
be inserted. It was a consequential amend­
ment. 

Amendment agreed to. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

moved that, in the definition of "district," 
after the word "metropolitan," the words 
".and Ipswich" be inserted. 

Amendment agreed to. 
Mr. MAGARTNEY: Clause 2 was the 

first clause of the Bill which, he took it, 
dealt with the item of the franchise. It 
proposed to substitute the electoral franchise 

for that at present in use by the Metro­
politan Water Supply and Sewerage Board, 
which was based on something in the nature 
of occupation. That was a matter that 
could not altogether be agreed to. It was 
a franchise which was unsuitable to the 
undertaking, it was unsuitable ~o the in­
terests that were involved, and rt was one 
which should not be pressed by the Govern­
ment realising the advantages of the present 
fr.anc'hise. There might be certain minor 
grounds of objection to it, but apart from 
that tho fr2.rnchise 1vas a reasonable one-­
verv much more reasonable than that con­
ten~plated in the present measure. 

The ·SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : It is 
very costly to compile. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: He did not think 
that was sufficient excuse. They were being 
.asked to go too far in extending the fran­
chise in connection with what, after all, was 
purely a local governll'!ent matter to ~he· 
same extent as the parliamentary franchrse. 
If thev ao-reed to that they might as well 
agree ;,traight away that the parliamentary 
franchise should be applied to local govern­
ment. That would be a misfortune and 11: 

mistake. He, for one, was not prepared to 
lend assent to the proposal. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : Do ymr 
agre.e that the present franchise of the Water 
·and Sewerage Board should be extended to 
ordinary local government? 

Mr. MACARTNEY: He did not say so. 
The argument was there, certainly, but he 
was noiJ prepared to assent to t~e statement­
that it was a reasonable franch1se for local 
government. H.e could not for the life ?f 
him see what nght a person had to vote m 
local government matters or O?.a matter of 
that sort who had no local mterest or no 
local knowledge. 

The SEcRETARY FOR PuBLIC WoRKS: He 
would be a 'Consumer Df water, would not he? 

Mr MACARTNEY: He might be one 
who drank water; he might ?e one who did 
not believe in 6 o'clock closmg. Neverthe­
less unless he hoo some knowledge of the 
are~s involvPd in those elections, unless he 
had some knowledge of the position and cir­
cumstance,;, and unless he had some responsi­
bility he could not see what claim he had 
to .a ~-ate in the matter. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: He is 
a resident. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: That was the only 
qualification that he had got. 

ThP SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC V\'ORKS: He has 
a sufficient qualification to Yote for mem­
bers of this House. 

Mr. :MACARTNEY: The water board 
did not touch on the gen<:'ral politic• of the 
countrv and on the general ccnditions under 
which· people liYed, but were limiterl to· 
raising money in the area fo_r the pur';'oSe of 
providing convenience" withm the er<:':t. He 
thought that before a P<'rson shouJ.rl be given 
a vote he should be- a responsible perBon 
residing in the area, or a ratepayer. Thn 
hon. gentleman said it would cost more if 
the parliamentary roll were not a·donted. It 
might be a little mar~ expensive,. al.though 
he did not know that 1t would be Jf 1t were 
properly organise<;! and managed. . He did 
not think the parhamentary franeh1s-e ."hould 
oo used for the purpose of extendmg t<r 
persons a voice in matters that t )1ey were 
not interested in at all. 'I'hey wer:e mter,.,ted 
in the consumption of water, and perh,;p<'> 

Mr. M acartney.] 
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jt might be said that they were interested 
to that extent. The residents of the di.,trict 
and the ratepayers were just as interested 
as th«se persons were, and as they had to 
pay the price it could be safely left in their 
hands, so that the others who were not rate­
payers would not be deprived of any material 
voice in thB matter at all. He trusted that 
the ;yfinister would be sati fted to let the 
franchise stand. 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC \VORKS 
.pointBd out that it would be a saving to use 
the ordinary. electoral rolls for the purpose 
of electing members to thB board. The rolls 
had to be compiled for ordinary electoral 
purposes, and copies of these roll' cou:d 
be obtained at anv time from the electoral 
1·egistrar for the districts delineated in the 
schedule. The on!~· extra expense would be 
the printing of the extra n".mes to go on 
the rolls just before an election. The rolls 
had to he set up hy the Government Printer 
irom time ·to time for the Rlectoral Depart­
ment, and hon. m em hers could see the saving 
it would be to have those rolls ready for any 
elections in connection with the board. At 
the present time the compiling of the rolls 
for the )l[etronolitan \Vater Bnard cost 
£3,000 for every- election, which took place 
everv two years. It would presumably cost 
£5,0'00 when the Ipswich district was in­
cluded, if they adopted the same franchise. 
If the parliamentary rolls were accepted, then 
that amount of money would be saved. 
There was nothing wrong in allowing the 
adult franchise in connection with the election 
to the board, because everyone was directly 
interested in the supply of pure v. ater in 
the area comprised in the Bill. 

Hon. \V. H. BARNES: It dof's something 
more than that. 

The SECRET"\RY FOR PDBLIC WORKS: 
It might take in a few others, such as the 
settlers on the outskirts of the district, 
who might not come within the influence 
of the reticulation scheme, but, generally 
speaking, all the persons who had a vote 
were directly interested in the water supply 
vf the area in which they lived. It was 
true that the disability, if it could be 
called a disabi:ity, existed where people onl:v 
lived temporarily in a dinrict, hut that 
applie.d to the parliamentary franchise; as 
well He thought that the ordinary el·rc­
toral roll should b., used for constituting th~ 
water hr.ctrd. seeing that the saine people 
were entrusted with votes for the State Par­
liament and also for the National Parlia­
ment. Thev were directlv interested in the 
<'ontrol of the water supj)ly schemes within 
their district, and to that extent thev W"rc 
entitled to have a vote. It would haYe tho 
<Jffect of purifying the rolls. Xotwithstand­
ing the good intentions of the Government 
of the day which in 1910 laid down the prin· 
·ciples that now prpvailed in regard to the 
<'Onstitution of the present Metropoiitan 
\Vater Supply Boar·d. the ~chemc was not 
. a wise one, as experience had shown that 
it led to the evil of plural voting, or rilther 
ihe evil of duplicate enrolment, in re:;ard 
'to the holders of certain niec ·s of land. At 
the present time a great -number of persons 
were enrolled on the water board rolls for 
one niece of land, and that was a departure 
from' a well-recognised democratic principle. 
A householder 5hou!d be given a vote, and 
no more than one vote, but at the present 
time it was possible for a person to have as 
.many as twenty votes. 

~ ·lrl r. M acartne,y. 

Hon. \V. H. BARNES: That is not correct. 
;yJr. SIZER: You can easily alte1 it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
They could alter it in a manner that would 
safeguard the •·ituation by adopting the 
parliamentai7 e!octoral roll. They lmow 
persons living in England were on the pre· 
sent roll for the \Vater and Sewerage Board. 

Mr. KIRWAN : Memhers of the British 
peerage. 

The SECRETARY FOR PPBLIC \VORKS: 
Ko one could uphold a system that per­
mitted that sort of thing. 

J\lr. VowLES : Why should he not be on 
the roll if he pays rates? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
V\'hv should not the absentee taxpayer be 
enrolled on the Queensland parliamentary 
roll if he paid taxes? I~ the hon. gentleman 
could answer that questwn he could answer 
his own question. If they >yanted demo­
cratic control of the authonty that wa.s 
going to br: responsible for the wat.er supply 
then thev should adopt the parhamentary 
franchise: It was not the desire of the Go­
verninent to giYe any particular par.ty more 
representation than another. Nothmg was 
further from their thoughts. Hon. mem­
hers opposite a·-sumed that the Labour party 
would win evl'l'v eeat if the parliamentary 
franchise "·ere a'donted. That was a tribute 
to the good sense. of the residents in the 
area. 

At half-past 4 o'clock p.m., 
:Mr. FoLEY took the chair as Temporary 

Chairman. 
HoN. W. H. BARNES (Bulim.ba): The 

Minister stated that if the parhamentary 
rolls were u·ed for constituting the water 
boa.rd thev would cost less than the present 
svstem. He did not know that they would. 
. The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: Oh, 

y<'s ; they will cost very much less. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: He would be able 
to shm,· that vcas not th<' case. The rolls ~ad 
to be printed, and they knew. the .method tha.t 
had to be followed in the directi?n ?f purg­
in" the rolls for the drffercnt distriCts con­
cc~ned, such as adding the neces~ary names 
of people who came to the distri?t between 
the interval of the last preparatwn of the 
roll and the day of voting. The ;yfinister 
admitted that that would ha-:e to -be done, 
and that would cost a certam amount f~r 
preparation. It would. have to be done rf 
thev wanted to make rt an ahsolutely per· 
feet roll. He admitted there was a g?od 
deal of £xpense attached to the preparatr?n 
of rolls at present, but it had one ment, 
and that was that it gave votes to those 
entitled to them. The provision int_roducc.cl 
bv the Minister was e.bsolutBly unfair, a.; It 
":onld giYe votes to those not entitled to them. 
It would give votes to people who rea!ly 
ha.cl no right to them from the standpomt 
of r('sidcnce . 

The SEf'RETARY FOR PuBLIC \VoRKS: Don't 
the' drink water? 

lioN. W. H. BARNES: If they were g'?od 
people !ikf' the Minister they would drmk 
water. ThGy krww that people. would 
get on the roll and leave the drstrrct, and 
when an f'lection came round they would 
be whipped up for thei:· votes when they had 
no interest in the distnct at all. If he (Mr. 
Barnes) were a candidate for the water 
board election and he saw these names ol'l 
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the roll who"t was to prevent him from 
whipping up the people to vote for him? 
The proposal was to give votes to people 
who were really not entitkd to them. The 
Minister said it was a democratic proposal, 
but it was nothing of -the kind. The Min­
ister asked why Tom Jones and John Brown 
who were tenants in a district should not 
be allowed to ha.vc a vote, seeing that they 
paid the rates through their rent, but if 
they were not residents in the district they 
were not entitled to a vote. He believed 
that there was a duplication of votes in the 
way the Minister mentioned. The hon. mem­
ber for Fortitude Valley would be able 
to tell them more particularly that the water 
board were very careful not to allow any 
individuaJ to have his name down as a 
voter for more than one particular piece 
of land. In other words no one was entitled 
to two votes in connection with an election 
to the water board, so the Minister was 
wrong in the statement he made that after­
noon about people having more than one 
vote. The Ministm· said it was a demo­
cratic principle to allow all these people 
to have votes, but it was not a fair thing 
to place the control of the board in the 
hands of any Eoection of the community, 
espec·ially when they did not pay for the cost 
of the work,, and were not contributors in 
that direction. It was a different thing 
altogether voting for Parliament and voting 
for the water board. The Parliament affected 
the whole State, but the water board 
merely affected the local area. The pro­
posal which the Minister made was an abso­
lutely unfair proposal. It was unjust, and 
in some directions was going to defeat the 
very object the Minister had in view. 

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny) protested against 
any extension of the franchise in this Bill 
or in any other local authority Bill. (Hear, 
hear!) When the :\1inister talke·d about the 
question of e'l:pense h<~ was merelv side­
tracking the subject. It was the policy of 
the Government to introduce the franchise 
propo,,ed in the Bill, and it was the policy 
of the Government as framed by an organ­
ised section of the people. 

l\lr. KIRWAN: The Farmers' Dnion in 
Sydney frame their own policy. 

Mr. MOORE: It was not a fair thing 
that an organised section of the people should 
frame the policy for the Government in 
connection with local authority matters, and 
when they did such a thing they were com­
mitting a flagrant injustice. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: \Vhat 
about the Farmer:J' Union? 

Mr. MOORE: The Farmers' Union did not 
commit a flagrant injustice to the community 
like the Bill proposed to do. There were 
men attending the Local Authorities' Con-

ference of widely different politi­
[4.30 p.m.] ea] opinions, yet, on this par-

ticular question, they were almost 
unanimous. Surely, representatives should 
be elected in the public interests, and not in 
a class interest, as was likely to be the case 
if they adopted this wider franchise. It was 
only right that the resolutions passed at that 
conference should have some weight with the 
Minister. He would like to quote from 
" Mill" on "Representative Government." 
On page 169, " Mill" said-

" It is aiso important that the Assembly 
which votes the taxes, either general or 
local, should be elected exclusivelv by 
those who pay something towards the 

taxes imposed. Those who pay no taxes,. 
disposing by their votes of other people's 
money, have every motive to be lavish 
wnd ·none to economise. -~s far as 
money matters are concerned, any power 
of voting possessed by them is a violation 
of the fundamental principle of free 
government; a severance of the power of 
control from the interest in its beneficial' 
exercise. It amounts to allowing them 
to put their hands into other people's. 
pockets for amy purpose which they 
think fit to call a public one; which, in 
some of the great towns in the United 
States, is known to have produced a 
scale of local taxation onerous beyond· 
exampk, and wholly borne by thS" 
wealthier classes. That representation 
should be coextensive with taxation, not 
stopping short of it, but also not going 
beyond it, is in accordance with the 
theory of British institutions." 

A little further on, in the same book, dealing 
with local government representation, he 
said-

" The proper constitution of local re­
presentative bodies does not present much 
difficulty. The principles which apply to 
it do not differ in any respect from those 
applicable tD the national representa­
tion. The same obligation exists, as ill> 
the case of the more important function, 
for making the bodies elective: and the 
same reasons operate as in that case, 
but with still greater force for giving 
them a widely democratic basis; the 
danger being less, and the advantages, in 
point of popular education and cultiva­
tion, in some respects even greater. As 
the principal duty of the local bodies 
consists of the imposition and expenditure' 
of local taxation, the electoral franchise­
should vest in all who contribute to the 
the local rates, to the exclusion of di 
who do not." 

He did not think anvone could accuse­
" Mill" of being a Tory. · He laid down a, 
clear definition. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WoRKS: You. 
would not accuse him of being a democrat 
either. 

Mr. MOORE: He should think so. judging 
from his writings. He thought " MiJl:' had 
laid down a fair and square propos1t10n as 
to the people who should pay the taxes. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : Do you 
know the year that was writtPn in? 

Mr. MOORE: It did not matter when It 
was written the conclusions he drew at that 
time from ,~hat he saw going on worke(\ ~mt 
to-·day. He pointed out that the abohtwn 
of piecework would come about under caucus. 
Government so that a man should not get 
paid for what he .did. That was the sort of 
thing they saw going on. Under the Mar­
supial Bill the peop.le who paid ~he rates 
towards the destructiOn of marsupials were· 
the only people who were going ~o have 
votes. The Government had recogmsed the 
principle in one Bill, and why s.J:IO':tld they 
repudiate it in another? The prmCiple was 
laid down under that Bill that the peopl8' 
who paid the taxes should have the voting 
power. and that was what should be done 
under a Bill like this. Everybody in Queens­
land benefited by the destruction of mar­
supials and dingoes. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : Under 
the present Act there is a lot of persons­
who -do not pay the rates who get a vote. 

"~fr. Moore.J 
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Mr. MOORE: 'l'hey were occupiers. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : In 

many cases they are not. 

Mr. MOORE: They were nominated by the 
people who were owners. Why should they 
not vote, under those circumstances, instead 
of the owner? Were they going to allow 
the people to put their hands into some­
body else's pockets? He would like to re­
mind the Minister what happimed under the 
Local Authorities Bill in 1915-16 as reported 
in "Hansard," page 2602. The hon. mem­
·ber for Dalby was speaking-

" Mr. VoWLES: "Create your own 
employment, create your wages, and 
get your representatives on the boar·d, 
and do as you like'-that is what they 
call socialism. That simply deals with 
the first phase of the question, the defini­
tion of ' elector,' in subclause 2 of the 
Bill. I think that when we have got 
those admissions from the hon. member 
none of us need, in all conscience go 
any further. That is quite enough' for 
me. That is good enough for anybody. 
That is the principle behind this busi­
ness-tax the other fellow. and get your 
own wages. You are in charge. 

"Hon. J. Huxham : Do not get 
hysterical. 

" Mr. VoWLES: I never get hvsterical. 
I .am simply taking the hon. member at 
his own words. 

"Hon. J. Huxham: I do not deny 
them. 

"Mr. VowLES: You cannot. 
"Hon. J. Huxham: I do not want to." 

When a responsible Minister said that those 
~ere the se'?-timents he believed in, surely 
It was unfair to extend the franchise in a 
Bill such as this. He did not think it had 
even been contended that the ordinary elector 
outside had greater civic ability or· greater 
civic conscience than the people who .alreadv 
voted for the board. It was not a dufficuft 
thing to become an occupier and secure a 
vote. Why should an ordinary elector be 
able to vote for the election of a board when 
he did not pay rates? 

A GoVERN)iENT MEMBER: Is he not a resi­
tlent? 

Mr. MOORE: He might be a resident, 
and if he becamP an occupier he could have 
a vote, but if he was not an occupier he 
should not have a vote. Directly thev did 
away with the present franchise, as was pro­
posed under this Bill, they would do awav 
with thG public interest and get down to a 
class intere<;t. They would get the caucus 
principle in electing various delegat·"s to 
the board. They would have parliamentary 
election tactics brought into operation at 
municipal elections. 

Mr. F. A. CooPER: 'I'he National party 
in New South \Vales recommend the entry 
into municipal matters. 

Mr. MOORE: He (Mr. Moore) did not 
recommend it. If the franchise was ex­
iJended in the way proposed under the Bill. 
they would s·et up a class mtcrest which 
would be paramount to the public interest. 
He would like to ·quote from "Fawc?tt,'' 
who said-

" It doubtless frequently occurs that, 
as a matteJ;" of individual predilection, 
they would prefer to put some worthy 
and capable man, not a member of the 

[Mr. Moore. 

organisation, in a political position; but 
it cannot be done because it would 
' demoralise ' (make less faithful) their 
followers, for the self-same reason that a. 
commander-in-chief would not daro to 
appoint a foreign officer, however great 
his merits, in command of an important 
division of the army." 

When they adopted caucus methods of go­
Yernment they did not get the best men. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: Do you 
say that is the result of the party eystem? 

Mr. MOORE : That was the r·esult of the 
party system as carried out by caucus. The 
old Italian toxicologists used to work on a 
different principle. They were said to have 
always arranged their·discoYeries in a series 
of three terms. They first of all found a 
poison, then an antidote for the poison, and 
then a drug which neutralised the ;mtidote. 
The same principles could be applied to 
modern democracy. The antidote to the 
fundamental infirmities of democracy was 
representation, and now they had the drug 
which neutralised that in the caucus. The 
caucus "as the one thing which was now 
dominating everything. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Your 
O\Vn caucus or our caucus? 

Mr. MOORE: The hon. member's caucus; 
members on this si·do had not got one. The 
caucus dominated everything. He remem­
bered reading a speech of Mr. Ryan's, in 
which he took up the attitude-

" We are not .divided; 
All one bodv we; 
One in hope. and doctrine," 

and so on right through. The caucus would 
not only dominate in politics, but in munici­
pal matters also. Then they would have the 
r•osition that a candidate would not be 
'elected by virtue of his capacity, but owing 
to his political condition. That state of 
affairs would not be good for the peop!e of 
Queensland. If it could be shown that the 
people who at the present time have not a 
Yote could improve matters by having one 
it would be different. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VOHKS: You 
must admit that the electors of Queensland 
improved matters at the last election. 

Mr. MOO RE: He did not think so, and 
he did not think this was going to improve 
matters in connection with the election of 
the board. The Government said they be­
licyed in dav work. and that policy wouJ.d 
become the policy of the local board, irre­
spective of whether it was going to be 
economical or efficient. 'I'hey knew that if 
a member elected by the caucus WPnt against 
the policy of the Government he had to go 
out. irrespectiYe of whether it was going to 
be for the public benefit or not. This !Eight 
pmsibly be for the benefit of one clas;;, but 
it was not going to be for the public. benefit. 

J\;Ir. KIRWAN: Don't you remember your 
predeceBsor being carpeted over the via 
reda by the Farmers' party? 

Mr. MOORE': He rememb0red two mem­
bers on the hon. member's side who were 
carpeted, and ona wa~ kicked out because he 
dared to speak according to his conscience. 
H" was strongly opposed to .the extension 
of the franchise in connection with local 
authority boards. The people who had to 
pay the rates should have the spending of 



M etropalitan Water Supply [2 OCTOBER.] and Sewerage, Et~., .Hilt. 2735 

their own monev, and not the men who had 
no intcr~sts, or" only a passing interest, in 
the locality. There had been no reason given 
by the Treasurer except on the ground of 
expense, and that was only put in at the 
last moment. They knew that that was not 
the real reason. The real reason was the 
fact that it was brought up as the policy 
of the Government. lf thev looked at the 
Premier's policy speech at "Townsville they 
wculd not see a single word about the exten· 
sion of the franchise in connc>ction with local 
authorities. If the GovernmL•nt thought the 
people wanted the franchise extended was 
there not an opportunity of oubmitting the 
matter to the people under the Parliamen· 
tary Bills Referendum Act? The Gowrn· 
ment knew that it would have been blown 
out if it had be·en submitted. It was no 
use the Government saying they had a man­
date from the people to extcDd the franchise 
because they got in at the last election. 
Because the people approved of two or three 
of the things put before them, it did not 
say that they approved of them all. That 
coul•d be seen from the fact that, at a con­
ference of the local authorities at which 
there were 300 delegates elected bv all the 
ratep.aJ·ers throug:hout Q';'eensland. they were 
unanimous on this questiOn, and it was only 
reasonab}e to suppose that they represented 
the f<;dmg~ o~ the people of the district 
they lived 111. The Government were trcing 
to force this franchise in by ·a side issue:' It 
was only reasonable that the g-eneral body of 
ratepayers in Queensland should 00 con· 
sidered. He could remember on one occa­
sion being kept in school ~nd having to 
translate a couple of lines from Horace­
namely-" Delirant reges Plecturitur Archin " 
meaning that when Governments play the 
fool the people have to pay for it. That 
was what would happen in this case. The 
pe.ople. would ha ye to pay if they adopted 
th~s w1de franchise. He thc;ught it was a 
mistake, and he strongly objected to it. 

. Mr. F. A. COOPER (Bremer) : He would 
hke to say a word or two on the franchise 
proposed• under . this Bill, an?.. he thought it 
would be well tf the Oppostbon would ad· 
vance some arguments for the attitude they 
h_ad assumed. Th~ lea~er of the Opposi­
tion advan~ed as h1~ mam argument against 
the franchise that 1t was unsuitable to the 
undertaking-nothing further. There had 
been nothing advanced to show that wider 
franchise had been detrimental to the in· 
terests a_nd wellbeing of the people. He 
should hke to ask the hon. member for 
Aubigny in which countr~- he would prefer 
to live-in a British Dominion with the 
broad, liberal franchise that we had here · 
in .Germ~ny, with its restricted franchis;, 
or 111 Ch111a, where there is no franchise at 
all? If the hoD. member went into the his­
tory of the franchise; if he would just 
examine it with his friend, Mr. Orchard and 
see where the franchise came from, ' and 
what its result had been hG would find that 
the broader and widet: the franchise the 
higher the intelligence of the people, and 
the better Government the people had. A 
rco;tricteJ franchise had never done anv· 
thing for any community; but a broad, ex· 
tended franchise gave the people that trmt 
and confidence that should be reposed in 
them, and had a wonderfully good effect 
on the whole communitv. There had been 
a cry years ago-and that same cry was used 
not so very long ago-that there should be 
no taxation without representation. And 

there were people who fought those battles 
that they would not have taxation thrust 
upon them unless there was representation. 
To-day it was impossible for any section of 
the community to escape taxation. From 
the baby in the cot, to the gray.haired old 
man tottering to the grave, all had to bear 
their sthare o.f taxation. Owing to the 
scientific business methods of to·day, taxation 
-and particularly indirect taxation-was 
Yery judiciously spread, and fell upon the 
big business firms, the owners of propertie;; 
and houses; it was spread over the whole 
o.f the community. If the payment of taxa· 
t10n was the only stumbling-block to this 
'franchise, then that stumbling-block was 
immediately removed. 

Mr. VowLES: \Vhat about existing leases? 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: That was merelv 
-to use a phrase that seemed to be pinned 
up over the Opposition door-" Sidetrack­
ing." He had never come across so much 
sidetracking as was done on the Opposition 
side. There was a great big signal over 
that side, " This way to the sidetracking." 
H" was astonished at a mE>mber having the 
legal knowledge possessed by thA member 
for Dalby venturing to put up such a pro­
position as that. Government members 
might be wPak; they might not have the 
necessary knowledge of all the intricacie' of 
tha law, but they had sufficient intelligence 
to know that a proposition such as that wali 
not going to hoodwink them. 

Mr. VowLES: You are talking about 
spreading taxation. I say you cannot do it 
in certain cases, and you know you cannot. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: In ninety-nine cases 
out of a hundred they could do nothing else 
but spread the taxation. The very keen up­
to-date business methods demanded it, and it 
was all·-what you might call " Fudge," to 
sav that such a thing could not oo done, 
or" was not being done. He hoped the Op· 
position would withdraw their objection to 
the franchise in this case, and let them put 
up a proposal, and make an offer. There 
wa~ nothing like experience; it was the 
greatest teacher the world had. Let hon. 
members take the franchise contained in 
this Bill as a little experiment. Here was 
a very' vastly restricted area where they 
might try the franchise in a local authority 
matter for ten years, or for five years. 
If it proved to be a failure, then all the 
troubles of the hon. member for Aubigny, 
as president of the Local Authorities' Associa· 
tion, were gone for ever. They would have 
proved that it was a fa~lure, and that he 
was right; or that it was a success, and 
Government members were right. If the 
hon. member for Aubigny had any faith in 
the words he m;ed, he would be only too 
pleased.. to convince them by experiment that 
they were wrong in those matters. Hon. 
members on the Government side were quite 
content to put the matter to the test. They 
were quite content to let municipal franchise 
stand or fall by that experiment-at any 
rate, he was. Thev should have an experi­
ment of that kind "to find out if the people 
had anv decency-if they had anv belief in 
themsel\·es or not. He could conceive of 
nothing of more importance to the people 
than the small local government of them· 
selves. \Vhat was ·the best Government in 
Australia at the pre,ent day? Unquestion· 
ably, the State and Federal Government, 
with its broad, wide franchise. What 

Mr. F. A. Coope1·.] 
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Government to-day in Australia was sneered 
at, and held up to ridicule, and laughed 
at from one end of the country to the other? 
l\lunicipal government-the " old fossils," the 
"greyb(lard:;; "-all these expressions were 
heard. The average citizen-not the ex­
treme citizen-laughed when one mentioned 
an alderman. He might put on a bit of a 
smile when a member of Parliament was 
mentioned; but. when an alderman was 
mentioned, he ·fairly went into fits, and 
thought it was the finest joke put upon the 
community for many years. Why? Because 
of the restricted franchise, and the little 
interest that the people had in municipal 
government, because they had no representa­
tion. The franchise must be widened, and 
the whole of the people given an interest 
b the business. What greater inte·rest could 
the people have than an interest in pure 
water? Pure water helped to keep away 
disease, to keep the people healthy. The 
mother was as much interested in pure water 
as the father. Unon her head and shoulders 
fell the weight 'of sickness. She had the 
anxiety of the illnes,s of thP little one. She 
had to keep the house sanitary and clean, 
and she could not do all that without a good, 
pure water supply. He wanted to a'lk the 
Committee if they thought that by giving 
her a vote she was going to do anything 
to prevent the children she loved having a 
good, pure water supply? The hon. member 
for Ipswich-or the leader of the Opposition 
-speaking upon the first clause, referred to 
a petition that was signed in Ipswich. He 
(Mr. Cooper) believed every licensed 
victualler in Ipswich signed it. What were 
they scared of? Were they afraid that pure 
water would reduce the beer consumption? 
(Laughter.) Under the proposed scheme they 
were going to get pure water ; the people 
wanted it, and the best thing they could do 
was to see that the whole of the people con­
cerned had a voice in the election of the board 
which could control that supply. He was 
not afraid of extending the franchise, and 
of giving it an experiment, and the Opposi-

. tion would be well advised to give it a trial. 
Let them see if the people were so dead 
t<) their own interests that they were going 
to chop up that fine scheme like this, simply 
because they had been given a vote. If 
they trusted the people on the m.atter of 
municipal government, they would get a 
better and wider government, because the 
whole of the people would be watching· it, 
because they had an inten,st in putting the 
people therfl who controlled it. Reference 
to caucus methods had no weight with them; 
it had no weight with the communitY. The 
days had gone by .when the word "caucus" 
scared anybody. Certainly. caucus put the 
member for Aubigny in that House. The 
members of the Farmers' Union caucus putr 
out Mr. Luke, who was the member for 
Aubigny, and selected the present member. 
But all partie<· had their caucuse,·; they 
were a common thing to-day. If the Op­
position could produce ar.y decent, honest 
rea sons why the franchise should not be 
widened, members on the Government side 
were prepared to listen to them; but, if they 
were afraid to trust the people, let them 
say so. If they could not, trust the people 
in the matter of municipal government, they 
could not ·trust them in the broad affairs 
of the State; and the party that would not 
give the people a vote in the municipal 
affairs 'vould take the vote from them in 
the Federal and State affairs. If they would 
not give them a voice in the municipal 
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affairs, he would like them to be honest, and' 
say, "::'\ot only do we deny the people a 
voice in the municip<tl affairs, but we deny 
them also a voice in the State and Federar 
affairs." If they could not trust the people· 
in the small matters, the:: could not trust 
them in thu great matters. The Opposition 
would do w<'ll to ponder over those things, 
and <tccept the franchise in that Bill as an, 
experiment. 

Mr. VOWLES : The hon. member for· 
Bremer, instead of dealing with the Bill 
and the merits of the qut·,,tion before the 
Chamber-namely, the que,tion of representa­
tion that was to he considered under the 
measure-had diverted to a very great ex­
tent. He had made an attack on the hon. 
member for Aubigny. He had castigated' 
members of the Opposition who had alrpady 
spoken, and had given a little bit of a lec­
turett-e as usual on caucus methods, He· 
told them that the member for Aubigny 
was elected as the re,ult of a caucus, and 
that he supplanted the Liberal member, Mr. 
Luke. They knew that to be so. But if 
caucuses were to be-and they knew they did' 
exist-perhaps the hon. gentleman might 
tell them why members of the Government 
caucus sat in solemn conclave on that Bill, 
and did not attend the public celebrations­
which ·were held that day on account of the· 
peac<• proposals. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Our representative who went 
down there was insulted. 

Mr. VOvVLES : One man went down, and 
all the others stayed away and attended the· 
caucus. Caucus was evidently of more im­
portance than the peace proposals and the' 
public meeting held that day. He notic0d. 
that the member for Brisbane, who should' 
have been there, ,;eeing that the cele­
bration was held in his constituency, wage 
indignantly leaving the Chamber. 

Mr. KIRWAN: It is manners to wait until: 
I am asked. 

Mr. VOWLES : He thought the generaf 
public were asked to be there-the loyal 
sedion of the public-they were there. 

Mr. KIRWAN: Our representative who 
went there was howled down. 

Mr. VOWLES: Di·d vou hear him howled 
down? , 

Mr. KIRWAN: I take the "ObserYer's '> 

report that he was howled down. 
The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I ask 

thE' hon. member to speak to the clause. 
Mr. VOWLES: He was making reference· 

to caucus, to which reference had been made, 
bv hon. members of the Government. There 
'vas .a. representation in caucus, and they 
were dealing with representation. However, 
the hon. gentleman might explain himself on 
some other occasion, not to him, but to the 
electors of Brisbane. 

Mr. KIRWAN interjected. 

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. gentleman was 
a very good general; they would leave it 
at that. They might let that little incident 
pass. He thought the hon. member for 
Bremer must haYe been looking at the sub­
ject-matter throl\gh coloured glassf,, or had 
a wrong view, he ·did not know which. 

Mr. F. A. CoOPER interjected. 
Mr. VO\YLES: He ,ciescended from pathos 

to bathos. That was exactly the height of 
his argument in every case. \Vhen he was 
dealing with a matter of such vital importance· 



Jietropolitan Water Supply [:.! OcTOBER.] and Sew ragr, Etc., Bill. 2737 

to his constituency of Ipswich as this was, he 
should leave that little funny business out 
of it and come down to concrete facts and 
businos~ 

Mr. F. A. CoOPER: Answer the facts that 
I ga\·e. 

Mr. VO\VLES: The hon. member never 
gave any facts at all. The only attempt the 
hon. gentleman made to get on to local 
matters was to sa;r that the publicans of 
Ipswieh were interested in a certain petition, 
and that they were interested in it because 
Uwy were in favour of pure \\ ater. Those 
publicans probably paid more-or would, 
under this scheme-than the hon. gentleman, 

and they were represented on the 
[5 p.m.] petition, ttnd their viewe w<'re 

expressed. Surclv the views 
should be recognised of those people who 
had to " carrv the babv " ! There should be 
taxation, ancl representation for taxation. 
There should be no ~cpresentation without 
ta.xation. Hon. gentlemen on the other side 
were ar 0 ustomed to saying that every person 
indirectly paid towards taxation. Every 
person who patronised a businp;s, whether 
in a wholesale direction or ono such as thev 
v. ere now de a ling with, if he paid toward's 
it in any direction at all he should have 
repref;,f'ntation, according to the argurnent 
of hon. gentlemen opposite. He did not 
agree with that. Ho had always taken the 
stand that if a man went into a shop-say, 
for instance, a rag shop in Brisbane-if he 
bought a pair of trousen, was not' he in the 
same position as the man who used water? 
"Why should not he be Teprescnted, because 
he was helping to pay the wages? 

Mr. F. A. CoOPER: He has a representa­
tion in the management. 

Mr. VOWLES: In what direction? 
Mr. F. A. CoOPER: ln this direction: that 

if the mana gemtmt is not to his .liking he 
does not deal there. 

Mr. VOWLES: He would get it some­
where else in the same area, and he had a 
representation there. It came back to the 
samt· thing exactly. His contention was that, 
in matters like that, they should not be alter­
ing their franchise from day to day. They 
had a basis of franchise adopted already, 
and they were now going to alter it, because 
probably it suited to a certain degree the 
Government of the day to create the parlia· 
mcntary franchise so far a" the Metropolitan 
\Yater Supply and Sewerage Board was con­
cerned. If they wanted to look for the test, 
they woqld get it in an inteTjection made by 
the Minister when the hon. membeT for 
.Bulimba was speaking. lb asked Mr. 
Barnes if he would like to be a candidate, 
and then said : " If you are a candidate we 
will win." 

The SEL'RETARY FOR PuBLIC WORKS: I did 
not ask him if he would like to be a candi­
date. 

::\fr. VOWLES: No; but suggested that he 
might be a candidate. 

The SE('RETARY FOR PuBLic \VORKS: He 
himself suggested that he might be. 

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. gentleman had 
suggested it, and said: "\Ve will win." 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : Of 
course, we would win. 

Mr. VO\VLES: Who were "we"? \Vas it 
the Government? 

Mr. HARTLEY: The progre;.sive party. 
1918-SE 

Mr. VOWLES : It was the Government 
who would win-the caucus party; the party 
for whom this Bill and the franchise were 
modelled, in order to try and create a board 
for themselves that they would rule. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc:BLIC \VORKS : Do you 
think we will rule? 

:1'Ir. VOWLES: No, he did not think they 
would. The public were beginning to waken 
up and ~eC' the strength of the hen. gentle­
man and the party which supported him. 
When he gave the show away like that and 
said, "I£ you are going to be a candidate, 
then we will win" it was " we as a political 
party." 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: The 
great Labour movement. 

:Mr. VO\YLE.S: If that was so, they had 
the reasons why this franchise was being 
altered. They had the reason why the whole 
Bill wa'. being remodelled; probably why 
the districts were being remodelled. vV as it 
being done on an electoral basis so that 
there would be a controlling power of votes? 
He did not know what the voting power was. 
There was a suggestion that they were going 
to carry the day by an -alteration in the 
franchise, by making provision for the 
popular vote. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: There 
i--, no ulterior motive. 

}fr. VOWLES: If it were so, it would be 
a ni~e change as far as this Government 
>Yere concerned. At any rate, he was not 
very much concerned about the me.rits or de­
merits of this scheme, As a country member 
it was one that did not intere-st him, other 
than that he objected on principle to this 
franchise which they were attempting to im­
port into every class of legislation they were 
bringing forward. Thev had attempted to 
bring it into the Local Government Act and 
they were trying to bring it in here. He 
objected to it. He moved as an amendment 
th<1t thev delete the definitions of "Elections 
..._.:\_et," "8Iector," and "elector-al district," on 
pages 1 and 2. 

::Yir. ELPHINSTO="l"E (Oxley): It seemed 
to be a thousand pities that a measure that 
had been conceived with the idea of intro­
ducing greater economy and efficiency into 
their water supply in Brisbane and Ipswich 
should have been spoiled-he said spoiled 
advisedly-by introducing this questiOn of 
adult franchise into the control of the water 
board. He did not hesitate to lend his sup­
port-for what it was worth-where measures 
were, in his opinion. deserving of it; but 
this was a matter where the Government 
were making a grave mistake and creating 
a grave injustice, in asking for adult fran­
chise in the control of those water boards. 
If thPy studied the Greater Brisbane scheme 
-which, no doubt, woul-d be brought before 
that Chamber at a later stage-they would 
see that this water undeTtaking was to be 
embodied in that scheme-it was to be­
submerged. They could also notice, from 
thl' n~marks of hon. members opposite, that 
this intro-duction of adult franchise into 
this particular measure was merely the fore­
runner of the same step being taken with 
regard to all local authority work. That was 
clear and patent on the surface. The sug­
g-estion of the hon. member for Bremer-that 
this might be taken as a trial for five or ten 
years-was a kind of sop which did not go 

Mr. Elph:"nstone.] 
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down. In the first pillce, if such an idea 
was to be seriously considered it should 
emanate from the lips of the Minister in 
charge of the Bill. Secondly, they were so 
imbued with the intentions of the Govern­
ment in that particular direction that they 
were certain this was going to be forced for 
-all it was worth with all local authority con­
trol. The crux of the whole matter, as 
previous speakers had said, was that there 
·should be no representation without taxation. 
He could not, for the life of him, see how 
any .argument could be advanced in connec­
tion with the matter of the sale and control 
of the supply of water, other than that if a 
man was going to have representation on 
that board he should pay taxation to main-­
tain that ·board. 
. The SECRETARY FOR P<:BLIC WORKS: Would 
you give no votes to ordinary residents for 
parliamentary elections unless they paid 
direct taxation? 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: The Dosition there 
was entirely different. The questions which 
came within the scope of Parliament were 
of a social and every other description. 
They had to deal with all questions apper­
tainmg to the general 1·equirement, of the 
State, whereas ·in the matter of the water 
board they were dealing only with the supply 
and control of w_ater. To use the argument 
for one as applymg to the other was, in his 
opinion, sidetracking the whole thing alto~ 
gether. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC \VO.RKS: The old 
. familiar argument .. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: It was not; it was 
merely giving justice to the men who p<tid 
for the maintenance of the water board and 
paid rates for the supply of water-that the;­
should be the persons to control that particu­
lar institution. The landowners and occu­
piers were those who paid rates at the 
present moment. It W·«s proposed bv this 
measure to give to what might be "called 
nomads, lodgers, and irresponsibles generallv 
the control of this board. " 

The S~:cRETARY FOR PUBLIC WoRKS: ).To; 
residents. 

Mr. ELPHI:'\S'l'ONE: It simplv meant 
adopting the parliamentary franchis-E'. They 
knew tha.t perfectly well Thc,y kne,11t how 
simple it \Vas to get on the p:Urliamentary 
roll. It sce•Jwd to him that it v, as a totally 
unfail· pnposition. The danger to Queens­
land lay in that particular nomad, the in?­
sponsible, who had no home and no respon­
sibility except that covered by his hat. The 
man who was the best citizen in Queensland 
and the one whom they wanted to encourage 
was the man who had a roof over his head 
and the rearing of a family as one of his 
obligations. They had no objection to encour­
aging _that man to have all the voting power 
to v,·hwh he •;;as entitled; lmt thev did ob­
ject to the irresponsible "·ha wande'i·ed about 
from one placB to another, disturbed all 
meetings, cr<atod uproar in all th(' districts 
~hat he f>:v:mred with hi~ company, enjoy­
mg the pnv!legc of a vote m a matter of this 
d('ccription. The,·e wus one que,tion that 
had not been toucher! upon very seriously 
m that matLer, and that was that the per­
son >Yh'l was a voter in connection with the 
proposed amended franchise would also be 
entitled to represent ratepayen upou the 
board. 1-Ie contended that one of the great 
weaknBsses of the control of the water boards 
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had been that they had not had qualified 
men occupying seats on the board. In 
making that statement he did not want to 
single out any particular individuaL \Vhen 
the la,,t election of water board members 
was before the people, they went out of 
their way to select men who were qualified 
to occupy that position-men who had had 
water board experience, men who had h.ad 
years of experience in the laying of mains 
and in the supply of water generally. In 
at least two of those members put on at the 
last election th('y would find that the men 
were thoroughly and absolutely qualified to 
occupy the positions of directors and c?n· 
trollers of the water board. In a-dvancmg 
that argument he vcas still prepared to admit 
that ther<' was in the water board control, and 
in a lot of their local government control, 
a lot of old redtapism, which was a drag 
upon the institution instead of an assistance 
to it, and which should be wiped out. One 
great danger in this broadening of the fran­
chise-and they had seen it sticking out a 
mile-was that thi' Government seemed to 
think one of its missions was to find billets 
for tho<e who had rendered service, to it 
ir1 previous elections, or had rendered politi­
cal service in some oth<'r direction. \Vhere 
it was a matter of confining the voters to 
l1"wich and Brisbane, they knew perfectly 
well what the rBsult would be. He would 
go so far as to admit that if that franchise 
w;ts adopted there would b'' none other but 
Labour supporters on that board. 

The SECRET.\UY FOR Pl'BLIC \\'oRKS: Do you 
say that? 

:\h-. ELPHIKSTOXE: Ho said that em­
phatically, because all their power and all 
their strength >vere concentrated in those 
area:·. 

i'l'lr. \VILso:-; : If your argument is correct 
we would have a Labour member for ·foo­
wong, fmL Toombul, an<:! for 2\'undah. 

:\Ir. ELPHINSTO::\'E: Xo. It was not 
divided into areas. The vote was taken on 
the y·h,Jl(' district, and one could not be set 
ort a~·ain't the other. He >Yas quite satisfied 
that "if that became law the constitution of 
that board ,, ould be Labour right through. 
He had no doubt the Minister thought that 
\Yould he a great acquisition and an im­
pro.-cment of the control, but he did not He 
contended it would be a huge mistake. \Vha.t 
they wante<:l to secure on that board was 
not' men who were placed them as a, reward 
for AerYices. rendered, but n1en ·who \Vere 
best fitted by their knowledge of wuter and 
w.1ter supply, so that they could get that 
efficiency which the hon. member for Bremer 
was quite- in order in pointing out as 
being the necessity. Thc•y had not had great 
efficiency in time, gone by. There were 
ma.ny things to which one could take great 
exception in the control of the water board 
at the present moment, und he was looking 
for an in1proYen1ent, ;,ee:ing that the B1ll 
was being introduced in the intcreets of 
e!Iici('ncv and cconomv. The non. member 
for Bre;ner cdlled attention to the necessity 
fm· clean w.;ter and efficient supply. He 
point0d out how evc1ry father and mother 
was looking for such a supply. He (Mr. 
Elphinstone) joined him in that issue, and 
he also joined him in the issue that just 
as it was neccssarv for thPm to get \Vatel' 
so it was r,l'cessai-y to get electric light. 
But where it was a rnatt('r of a.;kiug for 
p('rmission to introduce electric light into the 
home; at Brisbane and Ipswich, it wa~ 
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turned down simplv for the rea.son that it 
had not reeeiyed the approvai probably of 
the local workers' political organi-,ations. 
It was all n>ry well to s.a.y that it was in 
the hands of people to introduce the system, 
but the ·c knew that that was out of the 
rang._ o'f possibilities a.t the present time. 
Yet. where they had an institution prepared 
·to give them the benefits of electric light, 
which v, as almost as necessary as water, the 
proposal was turned down bec.ause it was 
not eo helpful in tlw matter of finding billets 
for g-entlemen who had rendered them 
sorvit:C in days gone by. 

11r. F. A. CoOPER: Thoro are no addi-
tional billet. under this Bill. · 

Mr. TAYLOR (Windsor): Ho thought that 
tlw Minister and the Government missed 
a splendid opport~mity when proposing an 
alteration of the \Vater and Sewerage Board 
by not introducing something similar to 
what the Minister suggested that afternoon 
when he moved a· resolution in connection 
with harbours and rivers, which, if carried 
-~ut, would have the effect of sub,tituting 
for the present boards a commissioner 
appointed bv the GovcrnmE"nt. Instead of 
doing th':t, i·.hey had brought forward a pro­
posal whiCh ne1 ther the Treasurer nor any 
other membN could d.istpute was simply 
bringing into existence another political 
ma' hi ne. Had the Government brought for­
Wttrd a rn·<:a.surt~ provi cling for a con1mission 
in conjunction with the present President of 
the \Vater Board to carrv out what was 
essentially the work of experts, there would 
have b<'en very little criticism. He con­
terrded that it was a matter in which thE're 
;;hould be no franchis~ at all. Th<' work 
w,,., work for a commission which should be 
"-!'pointed by the Government. ·No matter 
lrmc good an ordinary layman rnit;·ht be­
and in ~pite of all the talk about bumble­
clone. and bumble-headpcJ aldermPn, and gray­
ht:aded aldermen, and all that kind of th;ng, 
still they \vert' good men, and they had done 
bOOcl work in Australia-nevertheJ~_,,-;s, he 
contended that the whole work in connec­
tim., wit:h th" IY>tter and Sewerage Board 
was "ork that should be carri<"cl out bv 
experts, and if the Government had moved 
in that direction, they would have made a 
move in the WfLY of progress. 

Hon. members on the other side made 
light of the contention that the taxpayer 
should have rLnresenbtion. But thev knew 
p· rfcctly well that in all their or:.;-anlsation­
the/ r~cogni •" l the power of mone .• , and 
if a m<'mber v. as not financial he could not 
vote or have anything to do with the inward 
werking of them. Y<'t they said that the 
people ,-.;ho paid the taxes counted for 
nothing- at all. You coul-d brush them on 
Dnt side. 

Mr. F. A. CoOPER: Noboclv ever said any 
such thing on this side. • · 

Mr. TAYLOR: He certainly thought they 
'lhould c>tmt, and a franchi8e on t-he present 
dt>ctoral roll would inflict a very great 
injmtice on the people who were respon,ibl" 
for fmding tho cash. It was not a bit of 
u e to s~y that because a man wa<hed his 
face in ~omebocly's house or yard he had an 
-equal interest in th<; district with the person 
who paid t11e rate'. You might just as 
well argue that the single man who had no 
n.sponsibilities was equally as good an asset 
to the Stato as the man who had a wife and 
family. If there were any privileges to be 
:given to any people in connection with the 

payment of taxoo, surely they should be 
extended to men who had wives and families, 
and not the men who were here to-dav and 
gone to-morrmv. Notwithstanding th.at in 
quite a number of ins-hcnces those men 
probably did good work in their respect1ve 
walks of life, the fact remained that they 
had not shoulcler&d the samr; responsibilities 
as the taxpayer, the occupier, the house­
holder, who was rearing a family and hfllp­
ing the country on to the best of his ability. 
E,·erybody in the Chamber knew the effect, 
even under the present . franchise, in con­
nection with tho water board. An election 
wa, simply a struggle betwe~n the two 
r•arties. Was that going to work for effi­
cienc~,- and economy in a big- dcpartn/ent 
such as the \Vater 'tnd Sewerage Board? 
Hon. members knew perfectly well, if they 

·would only speak the truth, that it did not 
work for either efficiency or economy, and, 
unfortun~tely, they di-d not get the results 
th,ey €hould get, The measure was put 
before the House as a measure of economy 
and efficiency-and he thought it was-but 
he did not think for one moment that in 
actuftl operation, if the proposed franchise 
were carriEd, they would have either effi­
ciency or economy. It was a big adminis­
tmtivP board. It wao not a board that re­
quirecf him or anybody else to vote upon it 
Rt all. In Rmaller matters. "uch as harbours 
and rivers, they found the 1\Iinister propos­
ing to do away with the elediYe boards. 
On the other hnnd, in a big matter of the 
water supply, a question W>s being sub­
mitted to the people which could only be 
carried out by experts. 
Th~ TREAS1:RER: Do you sav that the har­

bours are smaJl.cr than the \Vater and 
Se,verage Buard f 

Ho;-;. W. H. BAR;\JES (Bu!imbc): The 
hon. member for \Vindsor \\as quite correct 
in his contention. Take a Labour paper at 
thP time of the !act \V "ter and S wen go 
Board election. Both in the " \\' orkn'' and 
the '' Sbndard" thev had th.-ir candid·•tes 
e -rmark9cl. · \Yhat happen_ccl on thn other 
sid;o? A meeting V·'" called in the city of 
Brisbone, where candidates of absolute worth 
;. ao sdccted. That would bo all Y< 1"\ well 
--and he wante-d tG sav !w >vas not r tieciing 
on gentlem<;n on either side of th•' hoard­
if they got the men who ,•rp most c;uit­
uhle. But he ventured to say that very 
often a person who was put up was not put­
u-p by reason 'o much of the fact that he was 
suited for the position a3 b<ecanse the party 
to whieh he belonged had selected him. 
.'md how wa'· that brought about? Influcn<'e 
was u~ed in that -cli,·ection, not to ~et the 
incliviclua1 with abilitv, but the individual 
who had a large number of Rupporters. 

The TREAS1":RER: I s~e you know Jmething 
about it. 

Ho;-;. W. H. BAR:NES: As a matter of 
fact, there was a beating up in order to get 
votes, Thev knew that that beating up was 
dnne on th"e Labour cide and on the other 
eidc, and th~ re3ult ;;-as that n'ry often 
Romcone was put on the board \Yho. was ab,o­
lutch· unsuited to the work. \Vas it in the 
intcr.ests of tho commur:itv th:~t th~t kind of 
thing should be clone, be.causc, : ft•r all, a'l 
th~ hon. member for \Vindsm· ha·d point0d 
out, it ",vas a busint"S quitG apart from any 
other busi ""''? It required men of special 
ability. He could understand an engineer 
buing there. He _could underetftnd a strong 
finoncial man bemg there. H'' could not 

Hon. TV. H. Barner..l 
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understand a man being there because he 
was a man of a particular brand, whether 
he was a good ::'\ationalist or a good Labour 
man. It might be a man who was selected 
at a caucus like that held that morning, 
when they were so busy that they could not 
attend eYC'1 to the national rejoicing, where 
eYen the hon. nwmber for Brisbane found 
himsdf so busv that he could not attend. 
That was the kind of thing that happened 
in connection with the machine that was 
nsed for the selection of candidates, and he 
agreed "·ith the hon. member for \Vindsor 
that it ,,, ould b<> absolutclv verv much better 
if such a matter wore put in· the hands of 
some person or pe1·sons who thoroughly 
understood their busine"·· He did not know 
,,hcthcr a single commiw•ioncr would not be 
almost bPttcr than a lot of men controlling 
it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC \YORKS: You 
had thf opportunity of appointing a single 
commi"ioner, and appointed a boar·cl. 

Hox. W. H. BAR::\ES: He thought it 
was suggc,ted by the Minist<>r. when the 
Bill was introduu:-:1, that thc•re ha·d been 
requests from Ip.•wich that instead of the 
wholP are;c being grouped it should be 
diYided into districts. I1o was inclined to 
think that, when speaking on the second 
reading, he himcelf hnd suggested it would 
b0 bctt,_ t if the :;::trcngth of Yoting power 'vas 
more widely distributed. The proposal was 
not go:n:; to vrork any more economically. 
It ; ~a·· goilh; to be unsatisfactory, and going 
to create sunply a rush to get in political 
supporters en either side, not by reason of 
thc'ir abilitv to administer the affairs of the 
'vatrr boa1 d, but by reason of their particu· 
Jar brand. It was ab,olutcly against the best 
interests Jf the >vater board, and he hoped 
the amendment would be carried, because 
the condition of things that existed t<>~day 
w ~-· verv much more satisfactory than the 
prop m ~1~ sought to be introduced by the 
::.\1inist(•r. 

::\Ir. \YILSOX (Fortiturlc rallcy): He had 
listened nry attentively to the arguments 
a·dducccl on the other side of the House, and, 
like the hon. member for Bremer, he must 
say they had not advanced a solitary argu· 
ment whv the franchise should not be broad­
ened. If it "·ere good enough to send mem· 
hers both there and to the Federal House·,, 
surelv it was good enough to send people to 
represE'nt a definite area. Mostly the criti· 
ci.cm on the Government side of the House 
had been with regard to their caucus 
methods. He did not know whether it was 
any information to hon. members or not, 
but the party of members opposite wore the 
verv first to introduce those metho-ds at the 
ftrst water board election. He happened to 
know that. All the local governing bodies 
within a clE>finite area met to select candi­
datu, precisely as they did at the last 
election. 

Hon. v\-. H. B.\R"'ES: But local government 
bodies are not such as we ha vc described 
thi c afternoon. 

:;>,1r. WILSOX: They met, at all event~, 
for the express purpose of choosing candl­
dat'·; to run for the \Vater and Sewerage 
Board. 

Hon. \V. H. BARNES: By reason of their 
ability. (Government laughter.) 

~·h. \VILSON: That appeared to him to 
be the main argument adduced by members 
opposite .. The hon. member for Oxley had 

~Hon. W. H, B~Xrnes. 

spoken on the amendment. Ho (:Mr. \Vilson) 
g·enerallv paid a good deal of attention to 
what th'at hon. gentleman said, because he 

was always inclined to be fair. 
[5.30 p.m.] (Hear, hear!) The hon. member 

for Oxley said it wa.s a great 
pity to spoil a good Bill of this descrip· 
tion by interfering with the franchise. The 
hon. gentleman went on further to say, in 
connection with the ratepayers and property­
owners, that they were the only ones who 
should have a vote. He would point out to 
the hon. member for Oxley that he (Mr. 
Elphinstone) was put on the water board 
roll himself, although he was not a rate­
payer, but merely a repnq·''ntative of a 
bowling grf'en. 

GovEmDIF.N'r J\IE)IBERS: Ah, ah! 
Mr. \VILSON: There were nine n>tmrs 

{::t>nt in in connection with a bowling green 
in Brisbane, and those nine names included 
th0 hon. member for Oxley (Mr. Elphinstone), 
and J\Ir. Bolland, ono of the presc·nt mem­
bers of the water board. He hacl nothing 
to say ag.1inst ::\Ir. Bolland, as he "as a 
most ('stimable g<>ntleman, but he was not a 
ratepayer and his nan1e v, a:;; sent in .as a 
voter at the same time as the whole nine 
names were sent in for the bowling gre<·n. 
'!'here were hundrE>ds of names put on the 
rol: as rcprc"'entatives of various companies 
and firms. 

Mr. ELPHIXSTOXE: That can be remedied. 

::\Ir. WILSON: He only pointed out that 
it was not democratic to put all the'•e names 
on the water boa1'd roll. It wa' not right to 
put on all the names belonging to n,ush­
room dubs like the Ivv Tenni,; Club. and all 
other clubs that <>xistod for two or throo 
months only. It was never the intention of 
the framer of the original Act that names 
could be put on the roll like that. The· hon. 
member for Bulimba was one of the framers 
of the Act, and he was certain that he never 
intende.d that. If a house was in the name 
of the wife as owner, and the husLancl lived 
there, too, they could both gut a vote, one as 
occupier and the other as owner. There 

ere so matr<t anomalies in connection with 
the present .;;oters' roll that it was time it 
was reme·died, and the h<'st way to remedy it 
was to adopt the parliamentary roll. If 
members opposite wero not frightened to· 
trust the people, wh,v did they not a•dopt the 
adult franchise straight away? They knPw 
that thP occupiers ',mre directly or indi1c:ctly 
responsible for the rates, so why riot giYe 
them all a vote? Suppose the hon. membt:r 
for Bulimba own<>d ten houses and li' ed 
with one of his tenants. He v.'ould not have 
a vote himself, although he owned the ten 
houses, while hi,, ten tenants would all have 
votes. 

Hon. W. H. BARXES: 'J'hdt shows how 
democratic the Act is at the !'resent time. 

Mr. \VILSO::--T : The hon. rr.omber was a 
member of a Government which framed that 
Bill, and he allowed those anomalie;; to 
exist. \Yher<> was the objection to a general 
parliamentary franchise? '!'her" was no 
doubt that it "ould save a good deal of 
expense to adopt the parli,tmentary fran­
chi"e. It took a lot of trouble to collect the 
information to compile a roll for the water 
board. Every stred had to be inspected 
and they had to keell a cht ck on people 
moving from one district to another If they 
a·dopted the adult franchise it would be 
better, bnt that was against thf, principles of 
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hon. membBrs oppositB. The argumenh of 
hon. n1embers opposite wer(:• yery weak, 
indeed. One w0ak argumPnt was raised by 
one hon. member opposite on the second 
reading wh<:>n ho said that the Bill was 
introduced only for the purpose of putting 
out the four members who were "Cturned to 
the board at the last election. 

Hon. IY. H. BARNES : It may be true. all 
the same. 

:Wr. WILSOK: When they hoard hon. 
members opposite talk like that, it made 
them wonder what would huppen if they 
got back on to the Treasury benches. It 
looked as if they would alter the parlia­
mentary franchise to suit themselves. It 
w '" said that if the Bill went through with 
an adult franchise the board would consist 
uf nothing but Labour member• \Vhat 
about the seats held by thD hon. member for 
Toowong, Toombul, Kundah, and others? 
.:'.Iembers opposite were elected for those con­
stituencie' on the broad franchise, so that 
it would be impossible for L:tbour members 
to gain every seat. In the intere•.ts of fair 
play it would be better to adopt the par­
liamentary franchise, because it would give 
a.ll the inhabitants in a ·district the right to 
vote. 

l\Ir. FREE (South Brisbane) supported the 
dause as it stood because of tho abuse the 
rolls of the \V a tor and Seworotge Board wore 
submitted to. In a proyious "peech he 
., bowed how duplimto voting took place in 
<>onnection with the \Vater and Sewerage 
Board. He had since taken the troubk to 
;,;o through the new roll, with some assist­
ance, and he found there w<·ro 3,C31 yoterB 
un the roll who had no right to be there. 
~~ccording to the ~~et, the r,rincide of one 
Yotc· for each person was supposed to "xist. 
There were 2.590 names which were on twice. 
That was 2,590 names too man\. There 
Were SCY·Cntv-six numbers that were OD three 
times, or 152 too man',', T'horc wem thirty, 
hvo narnes on four ti~nes. or ninety-six tOo 
rnanv. Ther;· -vrere seven r.anw~ on fiye 
tin10S, or tV\·:nty-right too manv. There W.Pre 
three names on six times, ,;r fifteen too 
In any ; three narnes on f: ~ vcn tinu•.:.:. or 
cightec·n too rnany; four nam-es en eight 
times. or twenty-eight too many; two names 
on nine times. or ')i"tce:q too n1any; one 
na1nc on ten tim(:s, or nine too n1anv; hvo 
narnes on ··le\ en tim0-l, or t\venty too 'many; 
one na~nc on twelve ~imcs, or eJeven too 
rnany; one name on fourtel'll tin1es, or 
thirte<.:n t·.;o n1an5r; one na1ne on fifteen 
tin1es, or fourt,.f'n too n1an;, ; and one namo 
on twenty-two t.illl{'~s, or b'.~enty-one too many. 
That meant that there were 3.031 nam< s on 
the roll that bad no right to be there. 

Mr. BEBBINGTO::<r: Read it from " Han­
sard." It is the same speech as you 
delivered before. 

Mr. FREE: He would rea.d from the roll 
and show the names that were on the roll 
that had no right to be there. There were 
twelve names on for the Brisbane Industrial 
Home. The names were Mary Abrahams, 
M. E. Atkinson, Mary Dunbar, Flora 
Goodey, Helen Hislop, A. M. E. Howling, 
Isabel Justelius, Jane Kerr, Lizzie Kings­
bury, Mrs. Martin, H. M. Shorter, and Clara 
Wareham. All those twelve ladies got their 
names on the roll for that institution. Talk 
about. roll-stuffing! What sort of business 
was that? The Labour party agreed with the 
principle that if anyone paid 10s. a week 

rent they should be entitled to a vote, but 
no one could argue that those ladies. paid 
10s. a week rent each in connedion with the 
Brisbane Industrial Home. Then there was 
the Young \Vomen's Christian Association. 
The members of that association 'muld not 
~teal anything. They would not steal a vote, 
they would not steal a privilege against any 
poor person who had only got one vote, yet 
they found thirteen names down for that 
<1ssociation. The names were Kate Baynes, 
A. Bennett, A. Carvosso, Mary Hiron, S. 
J ohnson, S. Martin, Mary B. Ord, Mary 
Roberts, H. Robertson, J. Wilkie, Sara 
Wilson, E. M. W. Wilson, and Mr~. Young. 
Just fancy thirteen voters on the roll for the 
Young Women's Christian Association! 
Then Gibbs, Bright, and Company had 
eleven votes, the Queensland Art Society had 
nine votes, the Brisbfine Rowing Club four 
votes, the Country Sawmills' Association 
eight votes, the Lady Musgrave Lodge five 
votes, the Queensland Women's Eledora! 
League eight votes, the Young ·women's 
Electoral League three votes, the Queen 
Alcxandra Home seven votes·, the Queensland 
vVar Council >!even votes. None of the mem­
bers on the War Council paid finy rent. 
Then the Brisbane Female Refuge had seven 
votes and the National Political Council ten 
votes. 

Mr. MACART::<rEY: How many votes for the 
Tra-des Hall? 

:Wr. FREE: Every one who had a Yote for 
the Tt'ades Hfill paid over 10s. a week rent. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: How many votes alto­
gether for the Trades Hall? 

Mr. FREE : There were twenty·two alto­
gether, but they occupied twenty rooms and 
paid the rent and every one was a voter. 
(Opposition laughter.) 

:'.'vlr. KIRWAN: How many are on for the 
"fiourier" Building or "Telegraph"? 

Mr. FREE : He had not got the figures 
for those buildings. There WPre fifteen votes 
for Hallenstein and Company, five votes for 
Monteith Brothers, six votes for Cameron, 
Cordelia street, six votes for the Kational 
party six vote's for Simpson, Brothers, five 
votes' for the City Girls' Club, five votes £or 
the Lutwyche School of Arts, five votes for 
the New Farm Croquet Club, five votes for 
the Ivy Tennis Club. and four votes for the 
Nundah Cricket Club. 'rhen he noti<'ed T, 
Bridges and three ladies of the same name, 
making four votes for Mr. T. Bridges's pro­
perty. TheY did not all pay rent for the one 
premises. He also found something worse on 
the roll, and that was that a number of 
voteq were on for the Brisbane Dental Hospi­
tal rooms. There was no rent paid for that, 
because it was given fre<' of charg<:> by the 
Government. Yet there were six 11ames 
plaDed on the roll. 

Mr. MACARTNEY : Who are they? 
Mr. FREE : There names 'vere Parker, 

Walker, and others. At any rate, he (Mr. 
Free) was not one of the number. (Laugh­
ter.) They took good care to keep him oft. 

Mr. CoRSER: That is wh} you are growl­
ing, 

Mr. FREE: He saw the name "Corser" 
on the list in connection with the Young 
Men's Christian Association. (Loud kmgh­
ter.) He would give the particulars. Corser, 
K B. C.-Oh, no, he begged pardon; it was 
the· Liberal Association. (Loud laughtel'.) 
They knew that the intention of Parliament 

Mr. Free.] 
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was not that people should be stacjrcd on 
thP roll like that. The intention was that 
a bank or 211 acsociation had a right to 
nominate one of their number to represent 
them and exercise a vote. That was in the 
Act, but they found it had been abused in 
that way and every one of the directors had 
been placed on the roll. Mr. Blocksid?"e was 
to blame for that. He beli.,ved the compil­
ing of the roll was in that gentleman's 
hands. No hon. member could say that 
there was anything wrong with adult han­
chise. When they found that people abused 
the roll in this way, the sooner they did away 
w,ith the present qualification and adopted 
lll<lcnhood suffr <ge the hotter. 

At a quarter to 6 o'clock p.m., 
The CHAIR:.YIAN resumed the chair. 

::i1r. MACARTNEY: He had lie;tened to 
the speeches of the hon. member for Forti­
tude V alley and the hon. member for South 
Brisbane. As far as he could judge from 
the interjections on the other side, both 
parties were tarred with the same brush; 
that was to say, that the franchise created 
under the :Metropolitan \Vater and Sewerage 
Board had permitted the things which had 
been done by hoth parties. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : Yes, 
but the opportunity has only been exploited 
by the Liberals. (Laughter.) 

Mr. MACARTKEY: That was the state­
ment made by the Minister. The more 
honest interjection was from the hon. mem­
ber for Brisbane. From the various names 
which were read out by the hon. member for 
South Brisbane they must come to the con­
clusion that a large number of them would 
be likely to support the Labour party. The 
hon. member for South Brisbane did not 
mention the Trades Hall until , the query 
\vas put. 

Mr. FREE: :1\o, because they paid rPnt for 
their room, and they would be entitled to the 
vote under the Act. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Taking it for granted 
that both side~ made use of the opportunitv 
.,·hich tho Act permitted, that was no argu­
ment for alt•,ring the franchise. He was not 
quite sure that the substitution of the adult 
franchise was going to prevent that sort of 
thing altogether. because he had in his 
mind the fact that a large number of people 
voted "t parliamentary elections who had 
no right to do so. · 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC WORKS : Not 
under this Government. They did under the 
previous Government. 

llfr. MACARTNEY: Unfortunately, he 
was led to believe that it was done more 
particularly under the present Government. 
He thought the history of the last election 
,hawed man:v instances of that. It was very 
cliffictdt to check the qualifications under the 
parliamentary franchis0, and they knew it 
was very much abused. He was not sure 
t~at there was not a good deal of impersona­
tiOn. 

ThP SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: \Vhat­
Pver impersonation takes place is reported to 
each m<'rnb<'r. 

Mr. ::\1ACARTNEY: If 'impersonation was 
reported to the member,, it was not likelv 
thPt those who had been successful were 
going to complain about it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: But it 
is reported to every candidate. 

[Mr. Pree. 

Mr. MAC~\RTNEY: He had had a report 
himself in'' connection with his own electo­
rate showing that impersonation took place 
there. He did not think that people knew 
the extent to which adult suffrage had been 
.actually abused. It was not the place here 
.to discuss what took place in the shearing or 
sugar electorates, as they were not altogether 
analogous to a district such as was mentioned 
in this Bill, and he was not going to go to 
outside conditions. The poim urged by the 
hon. member for \Vindsor showed that 
th franchise under the present circum­
::.tances \va.:S absolutelv an unsuitable one. 
During the last ten 'or fifteen years they 
had had Harbour Board Bills introduced 
containing franchises differing in extent, 
and thev found the Government to-dav 
notifying' the introduction· of a Bill which 
was going to wipe those franchises out, 
and put the harbours of the tltate under 
the control of a commission, which ·was, .a 
very wi•·e thing to do, because the election 
of harbour boards on a popular· franchise 
had led to waste of money. What the Go­
vernment did in the ca·~e of harbour boards, 
as stressed by the hon. member for \Vindsor, 
was cquallv good in regard to a water sup­
ply board.· The Government would be wise 
in appointing a con1n1ission of three men--.or 
only one man. if it came to that-to regulate 
this matter. He knew that the hon. member 
for Bulimha V\ as responsible for the fran­
chise v hich they were discussing. He (Mr. 
J\'[acartnev) sat on the same side of the 
House at· the time, and he certainly was not 
in favour of it. He was one of those who 
realised that it was not a good one, and he 
was prepared to say to-day that he did not 
think the franchise had been a good one 
for Brisbane. He did not want to be per­
sonal or to hurt anyone's feelings, but he 
said deliberatelv that the administration of 
the present board had not been one of 
economy. The report they received from the 
expert who visited them from the South 
the other day had demonstrated beyond doubt 
that the business of the board had been 
managed in an extravagant and reckless 
fashion. The ordinary control that ought 
to be exercised in connection with the expen­
diture of the money by the men who 
controlled the \Vater and Sewerag-e Board 
hod not been exercised. and thcv knew 
the reason whv. A political use had been 
mad" of the - board. The elections had 
been conducted on party principles. Their 
friends opposite had taken adyanta["e of the 
oppor~- 1nity. 

Mr. \VILSON: The majority of :-·our sup­
porters w0re on the board when that money 
\1 as spent which you are talking about. 

::'vfr. MACARTNEY: He was not going to 
differ in details; he was speaking generally 
He thought the remarks that he hnd to make 
applied more particularly to the last two or 
three yPars. He was not going back into 
the earlier history of thE' board. 

Yrr. \VILSON: What has happened during 
th0 last two or three vcars has been the 
fault of the two contractors who cansed the 
hoard to spend an enormous amount of money 
in la\Y cases. 

:VIr. ;\IACARTNEY: He failed to """ in 
anvthing which had taken place th.,t their 
friends on the water board had taken 
hold of the position and endeavoured to 
economically manage the expenditure of the 
p£'0]llc's monPy. The hugP indebtedness 
which was gathering up indicated that 
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financial trouble would arise in time to come. 
He was eorr:c it was w. In the public inter­
:st their public utilites ought to be managed 
m the same way as anv othN· undertaking 
on busine's principles, and not for the sak~ 
of spending monPy for the benefit of anv 
particular cEss of per oons. There had been 
too much consideration of that sort. There 
was too much politic' in the whole affair, 
and too little businE ;s. It had been said 
that the men who stood in the so-called 
Liberal inkre·;ts had followed the tactics 
of the J~abour party in holding plebiscites. 
He admrtted that was so. and he condemned 
the political side of the business altogethu-. 
They knew what the practice of the other 
side was. They had a ticket, and it did 
not matter a dump what the characteristic" 
or qualli~ations of the _e rncn w~re, they 
were gomg to receive the wholehearted 
support of the voters behind the Labour 
movcm,,nt. That position hatl to be met 
bv son;Pthing lik0 the same practicP, but 
Hw selection of candidates on the Liberal 
side was carried out on a different prin­
ciple. They were selected as far as possible 
from the point of view Df their special 
qualification, and the best men were selector!. 
There was that difference between the two 
cases. He trusted that the Committee, in· 
its good sens0, would accept the amendment. 
He would rather see the Treasurer take 
his courage in both hands and do what he 
w.ts doing with regard to th2 harbours­
!' 1 ace the \V atN and Sewerage Board under 
a commission, q.nd not under the control of 
U1e general body of dectors. The bu.,iness 
of the board would then be ve:·v much 
bdter done, and thcJ•e would be a saving 
of rnoi!ey to the districts involved 

::vrr. BELL (Fassifern): He desired to sup­
port the amendment. He ro•,e mor0 parti­
cularly to ask the Treasurer what the posi­
tion of certain ar01s in FassifC'rn would be 
under this boa.rd. ·what franchise would 
he declarPd in that irrigation area. Part 
of Fassifern would be affected under this 
board-he referred to the Mount Edwards 
scheme. This wa, originalh· introduced 
from the Fassifern district with the idea 
of haying an irrigation ar0a. He had tho 
pleasure of introducing a deputation to the 
:Minister on the question. If the water was 
to b0 used from tha.t mountainous area 
for domestic uee. then the irrigation area 
in Fa'.,,ifern would bt' cut out in vears 
to come the supply increased and a call 
was made on this area for dome,,tic pur­
r~ose>. He asked the Minister if he could 
not phce in the Bill a provision declaring 
the portion whieh was a.ffcct0d, and have 
a v. tdPr l- ">ard appointe,d. 

The SECHETciRY FOR PcTBLIC \YoRKS: In the 
amendments I circulated I provided for the 
formation of a trust under the Rights in 
\Vater and \Vater Conservation .\et. 

Mr. BELL : He would like to know the 
franchise on which the board would be 
elected. 

The SEcRET.\RY FOR PrBLic \VoRKS : The 
Act provided for the creation of a trust, and 
members were appomted bv the Governor 
in Council from the administrative persons. 

:Yh. BELL : It would only be a fair thing 
that the people in th<' area affected should 
have representation on that board. They 
would have to raise the money to pay for the 

scheme, and those who paid the piper should 
call the tunc. If the board was appointed 
by the Governor in Council, the members 
might not altogether know the requirements 
o£ the district. In an irrigation area it woul.cJ 
not be possible to sell water to the farmers 
by meamre, and their interests would possi­
bly clash with the board appointed for the 
metropolitan area, which would be primarily 
concerned in the w;,ter required for domestic 
purpose'· In .an irrigation area the board 
would have a supply of water for that pur­
pose ont. This was a matter of very great 
importanee to a portion of the Fassifen;r 
district. 

:\lr. PETRIE (Too m 'nd): He favoured the 
amendment mon'd by the hon. mumber fur 
Dalby. They WPre all agre .1 on the main 

principles o£ the Bill. It was 
[7 p.m.] necessarv for Brisbane and 

Ipswich "to have a• good a water 
-upulc· a; it was pc,sible to give them; also, 
that not only Brisbane and suburbs. but he 
Loped othe1·· towns, would get a good sewer· 
"ge sclwme. ~"- lot had be<Gn caid with regard 
to the franchiFc. That he considered was 
onB of the most vital points in the Bill. 
Personally, he had always been against either 
a board nominated by the Government or an 
• !PctivB board. t; nfortunatcly, as had 
already been pointed out that afternoon, the 
Government he was supporting had intra· 
duced that measure. 

Th8 SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WoRKS: \V ere 
you whipped up? 

Mr. PETRIE: Xo; he ha.d not been 
whipped up. The dcuartm0nt was a very 
important ono to the citizcne of Brisbane 
and also of Ipswich, and other parts that 
ir might be later on applied to. It was very 
necessary that that departnwnt should be 
under Government control. They had had 
examples that afternoon, given by .the Trea­
surer in introducing a 1neasure that \vas 
going to wipe out all the harbour boards 
and bring them under Gove1nment control. 
He thought that was a very proper thing, 
and ho was vt'ry glad to know that the 
Treasurer was taking that action. He would 
like to sPe the matters placed under one or 
two heads and put out"ide of political in· 
fluencc·-just under the Goverr.:nent-and the 
water and sewerage supply o·> Ipswich and 
Brisbane carried out in that way 

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member 
EJUst confine himself to the amendment. 

:\lr. PETRH~: He did !!);: th;nk every 
eJector, whether he or she wcts a ratepayer 
or not, 'vas entitled to ha-,~(~. a vote) and 
also to a position on the boad. He thought 
that was a very wrong- principle. It had 
already boc•en pointed out tl:at. if the old 
doetrine was correct that there should be no 
taxation without rcpresenhltlon, then con­
n·rsely there should be no rcpu1.centa tion 
"ithout taxation. T'he hon. nwmber £or 
Dalbv had referred to a man purchasing a 
pair 'of trous0rs from a drapn, who might 
just as well claim to have a c.a.y in ...the 
management of that < ,tablishment, and the 
h<m. membcor for the Brcmer interjected that 
he had, because h0 could go elsewhere; but 
ho would point out that if a ma.n or woman 
eould get an article cheaper in another shop, 
i1 woulrl be nurchased at thut shop; eo he 
did not think the arguments that had been 
adduced bv the hon. nwmber for the Bremer 
stood for "mu eh. He had no reflection to 
cast on any members of the board. He 

Mr. Petrie.] 
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belieYed, as the b·Jard was now constituted, 
there w,:e a Ycry fair representation. But 
!:" aid say that it was impossible to get 
.awa,y from the fact that them was political 
influence on both sides. As far as the rolls 
were concerned, he did not believe in the 
roll tlmt v. a· used at the last election or 
even in the election before. The hon. mem­
ber for South Brisbane had said thev were 
stuffed, but under adult suffrage, as p1:oposed 
now by the Bill before them, there was just 
as .1nuch danger-even more so-of corruption 
?emg used. They had had experiencR of it 
m the last election. They knew in countrv 
places that there had been many names on 
the roll which had no business to be there 
People wh•J had r ~large of elections had all 
sorts of "a~·s of getting support. 

Mr. COLL.INS: Tdl us something about it. 
Let us ha'" the whole truth about it. 

Mr. PETRIE : If the hon. member wanted 
to know, the truth was t!tat people who 
had left the district for a comiderable time. 
and who had gone probably to other Srates 
or elsewhere, still had their names on the 
1·oll when they· had no busin0ss to be there. 

Mr. COLLIXS: Did they vote? 

Mr. PETRIE: And there was no means 
under . the present electoral machinery for 
rcmovmg those names. Yes ; he beLoved 
that in many cases thev had yot, i inore 
particularly for hon. me1nbers on th~ other 
side of the Huusc. \Yhv did the Go, •rn­
ment have polling-booths in the other States? 
'The Government said it was for the benefit 
of the soldi<ers, liut the:y knew thCJ polling­
booths were thcr; nart!cularlv for other 
people's benefit--people who "were not en­
titled to a vote. Manv of the elrdors who 
were entith d to have ·a say could not get 
near the booth to vote. 

Mr. GLEDSO:i': You recommend it tu he 
done away with next time? 

Mr. PETRIE: ::\'o. He recommended that 
those who paid their water rates ehould 
have a vote and no one else. He did not 
believe in double voting. He believe<! in 
a fair and square go, and he bnlieved if 
a. n1an paid a \Vater rate he \Vas en­
titled to say whom he would have repre­
senting him on the board. l:nder the adult 
suffrage scheme they would get persons who 
had no mterest whatever, who paid no ratPs. 
not only ha,-ing a vote but being abl<e to 
get on to. the board and spending ratr;pa;vers' 
money simply a•· they pleased. He he ""d 
y·ic~r counsels would prevail, a,nd that -the 
Treasurer would either wipe out the board 
altogl'th<>r and substitute in its place the 
commission referred to alreadv by the hon. 
member for \Vindsor-- · 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! Order ! 

Mr. PETRIE : Reference had been made 
to th" experience of political interference 
as far as the Water and Sewerage Board 
\Vas cone•~rned, with rt-£Sard to the constr~c­
tion work that had been going on. He knew 
the hon. member for Fortitude Y allev had 
referred to the trouble that had occurred 
~.-ith the contractors. He quit-3 agreed with 
thn hon. member that thev had caused a, lot 
of trouble and E'Xtra expensP, and the board 
had drme their best towards remedying that. 
They had ha-d to pay a lot of legal expenses, 
which amounted to a lot of monBy. But it 

[Mr. Petrie. 

would be worse if the franchise were ex­
tended. That was only the thin edge of the 
wedge, because, in all the mea.sures the 
Government were bringing in, that extended 
franchise was going to be put in. It had 
been forecasted in the greater Brisbane 
scheme. a.nd it would appear in any other 
Bill to be introduced for ele0ting repreoen­
tati ves to the various authorities. He hoped 
th0 good sense of the Committee would pre­
vail, and that the Yiinister would accept the 
amendment moved bv the hon. member for 
Dalby. He thought it was only a fair thing. 
It was a very unjm.t thing to extend the 
franchise in the way indicate-d in the Bill. 
The Committee had alreadv been tol·d of 
the action of the local authorities a;:ainst the 
extension of the franchise so far- as adult 
suffrage was concerned, and the Treasurer 
should take it into consideration and give 
it some weight in deciding a matter of that 
sort. He hoped the Treasurer would see his 
way clear to accept the amendment and 
substitute something else, either in the way 
of e,ppointing a commission of an expert or 
experts. or getting it under the control of 
what might be called the \Vater supply de­
partment. He did not wish to let the clause 
pass in which an am0ndment had been moved 
before entering his protest against the fran­
chioc as propo.'cd in the Bill. 

Mr. GLEDSO::-.J: He hoped the Opposition 
would not press their amendment. He thought 
most people would agree that the Bill, 
which proYided for a broad franchise, would 
be a step in the right direction, If the 
Opposition pre"sed their amendment, and if 
it happened by any means to he accepted, it 
>.ould hE> a, retrogrilde step. The member 
for Dalbv had moved an amendment to take 
out the proYision for electoral franchise and 
substitute for it the present franchise govern­
ing the 2\Ietropolitan Water and Sewerage 
Board. but that would be going backward 
altogether. Members of the Opposition ad­
mitted that the roll was not good. 'The same 
argument had be,'n put up in the House 
\ hen the attempt was made to introduce the 
adult franchise for electoral purposes for 
that House. The same argument had been 
used a, now-that men who were irrespon­
sibhs a.nd did not pay taxation would have 
a vote. He thought that argument ha·d been 
explockd long ago. and that, in an enlight­
ctwd community such as this, the argument 
should not be used that anv I' orker of the 
ag·e of twenty-one years in~ this community 
did not pay taxes. Everyone vaid taxes., If 
ho did not go direct to the municipal council 
ancl pay his rates, so br as the local autho­
rity rat0s were concerned, he had to pay 
indirectly, because he had to pay either in 
rent or as a boarder. Take the number of 
ea"''·' that woul·d be boarder-,, and compare 
that with the number who would be occu­
piers; it would be very small. If they took 
the argument'· of the Opnosition and cut out 
those people not direct owners of land or 
occupiers, there would be very few cut out, 
and then thcv would haYe to find a new 
roli altogethc1:. Taking the new area, com­
prised within the district, he found thr·y went 
right out from Fas,ifern down to the coast, 
and all were fairlv trPa.ted. It was provided 
that the clause would take in all of those 
people, and they saw the ·difficulty the~·e 
would be in compiling a roll of only those 
who would pay water rates. He did not 
think anyone looking at it broadly would 
<;ay that the Bill was not for the benefit of 
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pradically the whole of Southern Queens­
land. They should allow it to be passed. 
TheY found that where the restricted fran­
C'hise v~ aS in operation, damage \Vas being 
done to the health of the community. It 
was in operation in their local authorities, 
and in veP..Lerdav's "Courier" hon. members 
would find cPrtain medical recommendations 
with regard to South Brisbane which were 
astounding. 

The CHAIR::YIAN : Order ! 

::\1r. GLED60::'\: That showed that there 
should be a broader franchise, and that 
everyone \Va~~ concerned in the matter. The 
medical report dealt with the Kingt\sher 
Creek and other places that bred disease. 
They WL're dealing with the supply of pure 
water. to the people for the purpose of 
cl.eanlmeh and health, and keeping out 
disease, and yet hon. mmnbtrs wanted a 
re·tricted franchise to protect a few persons 
and compel e\·eryone in the community to 
live under conditions mRdf' for them by the 
water board. 'l'he Government said. he 
thought right!.', ihat the people who lived 
twder those conditions should ha\'€' a sa;, 
as to how the board should be constituted 
sn thdt it would be able to look after th~ 
intPnds of the people as well as the in­
tErest> of those who were diredlv paving 
rates. They must remember th>tt- a man, 
even. if he 1\ 0rc not an O\,·ner or an occupier, 
rc·qmred water, a' the hon. the leader of 
tl1e Opposition ,aid, to wash himself with, 
and that evcr:\'One required \\ater for house­
hold purpo,c·., for making tea, and other 
things, and if they used the water they should 
have a f·lY in the appointment of the 
board. The Opposition had even objected 
to the appointment of a board at all: thev 
.,aid that the Government should appoi~t 
a body of experts. That might be all right. 
but in thP !H'Xt breath they said that the 
rwople who >n;re paving the taxes should 
have representation on the board. Tlw Go­
vernnwnt were not altering the sYstem. 
\Yhethcr it was a good or a bad one. ho 
supposed t.ime would toll. At any rate, 
the board had been working in the interests 
of th<> district, and thev should ask the 
Opposition to withdraw the amendment and 
allow the Bill to go as it stood, for it would 
be a step in the right direction and make 
for the benet\t, not only of the metropolitan 
ctrea. but al·~o of ljJswich. 

Question-That the ,,Yor<ls proposed to be 
omitted (Jlr. T'owles's amendment in clause 
2) stand part of the clau\c-put; and the 
Committee di.-idecl :-

ATEs, :J2. 

}fr. Ar.~dield ::.lr. Lennon 
Co'lins Lloyd 
Coo1JL'r F. A. ,. 1IcL~chlan 
Cooper. W. M ullan 

,. Coyne O':·mllivan 
,, Dunstar1 Pavne 

Finelly , Hi~rdan 
.. Foley , Ryan, D. 

Free Hyan, T. J. 
Giloa v .. >'top ford 
Gillies . , Tlteodore 
Glcdson , rrhomp;;on 

, HH.rdarre Weir 

~~~~;~n " ~~ ~f~~~gt<•n 
Kirwan , Winstanlry 
Tellers. .Mr. Free and Mr. Hartley. 

Mr. Appel 
Barnes. G. P. 
Barncs, W. H. 

.. Bayley 
, Bcbbington 
,, Grayson 
,. Hodge 
,. Macartney 

NoEs, 16. 
.llr. Petrie 

Hoberts 
~izer 
Somerset 
s,vavne 

., Tayior 
Vowles 
'\Varren 

Tellers: :Mr. ~izPr and Mr. '\Varren. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

Clause 2, as amended, put and passed. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
moved the insertion of the following new 
clause, to follow clause 2:-

" In section six of the principal Act, 
after the word 'l\1ctropolitan' where it 
twic9 occur";, the words ' and Ipswich ' 
are msertcd. 

It \vas a. consequential amendment. 

Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 3-" /un:ndment of sertion 7 "-

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC ·woRKS 
moved the omission of lines 22 to 33, page 2, 
with a view to inserting-

" Brisbane division of the district­
Brisbane, Fortitude Valley, Ithaca, 
Merthyr, and Paddington. 

" South Brisbane division of the dis­
trict-Bnlimba (VI~ynmnn. and B"";limba 
electoral divisions only, and exclusive of 
the islands of Moreton Bay), Buranda, 
Kurilpa, Logan (Coorparoo elector.al 
division only), J\Iaree, and South Errs, 
bane. 

'" Suburban Brjsbane division of the 
di,'trict-Enoggera, ~nndah, Toombul. 
Tom' ong, and \Vindsor." 

This was to carrv out the idPa of further 
dividino- the distr.ict in order to make four 
more ~r h·ss well-balanced divisions. In 
order that nwmbN• might see how the 
~chomc would work out in the matter of 
proportional reprr sentati~m. he had had. the 
present enrolment comp1lcd of the vano~s 
division:;. In what was known as the Bns­
bme division 'here would be about 33.000 
clector5-that was, that number was at pre­
eent enrolled in those <'lectorates. In the 
South Brisbane division there would be about 
39.000. In the Suburban Brisbane division 
t'1ere \VOuld be about 43.000, and in the 
Ipswich division there would be about 23,000. 
That showed that the representation was 
not disproportionate. It '0 happened that 
the olertorah' could be grouped as to serve 
identitv of intcre-t as far as possible, and, 
at the" •amd tirnc, n1aint.ain a fairly -well­
b.,)anced district. Of course. the numbers 
might fluctuate from time' to time, but so 
long as they ~uctuated only within a few 
thom,and~ no m]urv was done to anybody. 
If thm· fi~ctuated be,·ond that limit, it might 
be nocc·;sar .- to alter' the divisions by includ­
b1IT in onC part excised frorn another, or 
m~ke another alteration. He thought it 
was a vNv good thing that the district 
could be• afloca tcd on the lines he had sug­
gested in the amendment. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: The amendment was 
a "omplete altPration of the 5cheme cm­
braced in the Bill as originally tabled. ~he 
hon. member had given them' an explanatiOn 
which. after all. ·did not take thorn ver~· far. 
Ho had told them that there \VL.s some 
identitv of interest an.ongst the various 
electorates in the divisions. As to what that 

Mr. Macartney.] 
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identitv of interest was, the Treasurer was 
silent. · He was one of th<lse who, rightly or 
wrongly, thought that the political aspect 
ot th<; matter n.ppealed to hon. members, and 

that the new election was one of 
[7.30 p.m.] the features whioh recommended 

the Bill to a Bection of the 
House. The hon. member might shake his 
head as much as he liked. but the fact 
rEmained. They had an election in the 
early part of the year for th<: local board. 
and the qtwstio!l was settled rather opposite 
to the interest.; of the party on the othm· 
s1de. It was not unnatural that that feeling 
should ex1st. and that th~ proposition for a 
new boe.rd should arise, with the hopa that, 
ar any rate, a change in politic:t! opinions 
might attach to the new board. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \'\'ORKS: \V a 
nPYer gave it .ny consideration. 

Mr. ::\IACARTNEY : Did the hon. gentle­
. man say that matten; of that sort never got 

any consideration from his party? 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc:BLIC 1'\'oRKS: I can 
certainly ~>ay that that matter never got any 
consideration. 

Mr. MACART::\'EY: Did the hon. gentle­
man claim that politics did not count in 
that matter? vVhy, every Act of the 
Administration, and oyery Bill which the 
GoYermnent introduced. is coloured in that 
way when there is an opportunity to do it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: '!'his 
an!endm.ent wa• suggested by the Ipswich 
authont1es themselves. 

lVfr. 1.\IACART::'\EY: He was talking about 
the· Bill itself. Every proposition put before 
the Housr; was coloured, and it would be a 
wonder if the party opposite became so virtu­
ously unconscious of what was happening 
that they chd not notice the political sig­
nificance. The <elAUS<:' which had ooen fub­
fcituted for the original clause onlv accentu­
ated the position, because there was a nold­
blooded calculr,tion going on as ~o what 
the result of th0 election would be. He did 
not acr0pt the 2V1inister's point of view at 
alJ. He '>Yould like to know what the Minis­
ter meant by identity of inter<ests. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The Ipswich people had askE'd for the amend­
nwnt. The water authority at Ipswich 
pomted out that accor·ding to the division 
made in the original Bill six representative> 
w~·re allotte:d to Bris]:tane and two to Ips­
wJCh, and 1t was pomted out that it was 
likely to be unfair to Ipswich, because the 
interests of Ipswich as a eeparate city would 
clash >"ith th<~ interests of Brisbane, and the 
two representai iv.0s from Ipswich would be 
outvoted ever,· time. The Ipswich authority 
sugg<>sted that the ontside Briebarie districts 
~hculd have separat-c reprccentation. and 
then the Ipswich repr<>scntatives might be 
,, blc to rely on their support. on the grounds 
that their intPrests would be identical on 
questi'ons wbmitt<;d to the board. That was 
th<' sole rea•>on that inspired the G<lvern­
mcnt in making ihe change. The ouestion 
of politics did not <>nter into the mat.ter one 
whit. 

::\Ir. M:ACARTNEY: There might be some~ 
thing in the sugg0stion that the outside 
Bri,,bane districts might have some identitv 
of interest with Ipswich, but when the hori. 
f.!<·Htl emfln wa< speaking he referred to the 
diffPrent group~ as grouped together. So 
far as he (Mr. Macartney) could realise, the 

T.lfr. i11ar.artnPy. 

di,·ision of districts, as shown in the amend­
mc·nt, could result in only on<; thing. Aseum­
ing the polit~cal colour of the districts 
remained. there would be a majority of the 
Labour party on the water board. The 
hen. gPntleman disela imed that that affected 
tbe matt0.r in the slightest degree, but he 
il\1r. Ma,·artney) would point out what was 
likely to happen, and it would make the hon. 
gcntlemf1n's prote,tation appear a weak one. 
If they looked at the component parts of 
thn Ipswich division of th<; district, they 
would find that it incJud•.'d Br"mer, which at 
r·resent was Labour. Ipswich wrco, also Labour. 
"hile it itl•·O included Rosewood. which was 
Labour, as against Fassifern !Ipswich elec­
toral division onl?) and Oxley, which were 
not Labour. That meant three electorates 
to one and a-half, so to sp~ak, in faYour 
of Labour, and they could take it that the 
two repreeentativ<>s elected to the water 
board wonld be Labour. He rould quite 
uvlerstand why the hon. members for Ips­
wich and Bremer were so heartily in sup­
port of the Bill. It would perhaps give a 
new foundation for the possibility of their 
r~turn from time to time in future. 

Mr. GLEDSOX: \V c have doubled our 
m'ajority each time. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: It might enable the 
hon. gontlE'man to cease from troubling. 
If thev looked at the Brisbane divisions, 
the \vould find that the Brisbane division 
of "the di~trict included Brisbane. Fortitude 
Valley. Jthaca. Merthyr, and Paddington. 
That was most extraordinarv indeed. There 
was an identitv of inten.t politically beyond 
question. and only a certain amount of 
contiguity. There were five La.bour elec­
torates. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC \VORKS: They 
a r:· all contiguous. It shows how sensible 
the people are in the heart of the city. 

::\1r. MACARTJ\'EY : Th<;re would be two 
Labour members from Ipswich ar1d two 
Labour men representing the Bri9bane divi­
sion, ~o that half of the board was ab9olutely 
fixed as Labour beyond any question what­
Pver. If thev looked at th<~ South Brisbane 
division ·Df the district, thE>y would see that 
it included Bulimba. which, fortunately. was 
1\'ational, and likely to remain so. but it 
wa· in the bad company of Bu:·anda. Kuriipa, 
Lng-an, Maree, and South Brrsbane. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl'BLIC WORKS: What 
has the hon. member for Kurilpa done? 

:\Ir. :\IACAHTNEY: It was fiye Labour 
ekctorates as <tgaiw,t one Liberal. 

'The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC \YORKS: What 
about Kurilpa? 

Mr. ::\fACARTNEY: He begged the hon. 
member for Kurilpa's par•don. There ware 
f<lur Labour electorates and two Liberal 
electorate-·, with the chances very strongly in 
favour of Labour. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: I don't 
know hovv- you ere going to cure lt. 

Mr. :'IIACARTNEY: Yet the hon. gentl.,.. 
man said that politics had nothing whatever 
to do with the fnmwwork of the Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Tell us 
how we c<In distribute the distriets so as to 
secure a return of all Liberals. 

Mr. MACART~EY: He was not anxious 
to ·'lo that. 

Mr. GLEDSON : Read the next diVJsion. 
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Mr. MACAR'I'="TEY: The remaining- divi­
sion was the suburban Brisba,ne division of 
the district, and included Enoggera, Nundah, 
Toombul, Toowong, and Windsor. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC "\V ORKS : It is 
almost certain that three of those will be 
Labour aftc'r the lCext election. 

Mr. MACARTK'EY: He was not there to 
make any fore<:ast, hut he thought that even 
his own arguments that night woul-d be upset 
after the next election. There werf• four 
Nationalist electorates in that division and 
only one Labou~ electorate, which showed 
that there 1\oukl be two Nationalists on the 
board. Coming to the question of identitv of 
interests, he wanted trJ know why Toowong 
had been W•)rked intG a district which in­
cluded Toombul and Windsor instead of heing 
included in the first division with Paddino-­
ton and Ithae<1, which it adjoined. Toowon"g 
geographieally, and tts far as. population was 
concerned, belonged to Ithaca and Padding­
ton, yet 1t was cut off from those 0lcctorates. 
He hac! represented that .area for vears and 
understood it thoroughly. The ~nly way 
they coukl connect Toowong with \Vindsor 
w;,s by going a long way round thP hills. 

The TREAS'GRER: It adjoins Enoggera. 

Mr MACARTNEY: Speaking for him­
self, he could not sec any advantage in the 
change, and unless he heard something 
different in favour of it he was againsi; it. 

Mr. SIZER: The figures for the different 
divisioru; wero rather •ignificant. \rhere were 
33,000 votes for the Brisbane division, 31 COO 
for South Brisbane, and 43,000 for 'the 
suburban division. The suburban division 
had 10,000 more than the Brisbane division. 
There was something in the aro-ument that 
the boundaric,, should be alter~d to make 
them better than they were at present, 

Amendment (11Ir. Theoilore's) agreed to. 

On clause 3, "~ amended-

On the motion of th'-' SECRETARY FOR 
PUBLIC \VORKS, a consPqucntial amend­
ment was made inserting the following words 
after line 42 :-

"In the l<lst paragraph of the said sec­
tion ;,even, after the word '2'.1ctropolitan' 
the words ' and Ipswich' are inserted." 

Clause 3, tts amended, put and passed. 

On clause 4-" Elected me1nbers"-

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
moved the omission of all the words from 
line 45 on page 2, to line 15 on page 4, with 
a view of inserting the following amend­
ment:-

" [10.] The electors of the district shall 
elect eight electors to be members of the 
board. Ettch division of the distrid .,hall 
return two members of the board. 

"For the purposes of the election of 
members by the electors, the following 
provisions shall apply :-

" (1.) Subject to t!1is Act, any male 
elector shall be qualified to be elected a 
member of the boar-d. 

"(2.) Every elector who is enrolled on 
the voters' roll for a division of the dis­
trict shall be qualified to vote at any 
election of a member or members for 
such division. 

" (3.) Even 0lector shall be entitled to 
give one votC. only at an election. 

" (4.) A fresh election of all members 
of the board shall be held on such day in 
the month of February, one thousand 
nine hundred and nineteen, and at such 
places within the district, as the G<Jver­
nor in Council shall appoint. 

"At such election two members for 
each of the divisions of the district shall 
be elected by the (·lectors of each such 
division respectively. 

"At the conclusion of such election all 
the existing members of the board other 
than the president shall go out of office. 

'' (5.) Subject to this Act, all members 
e lccted shall hold office for four years, 
t'xcept in the case of the fresh election 
rderrc<l to in the last preceding sub­
"ection hereof, in which case one of the 
two members for eaeh division of the 
district then elected 'hall go out of office 
at the end of two years; and the mem­
ber who shall so go out of office shall 
be that member who received the least 
nnmber of votes for his division at such 
election. If two members elected for 
the same ·d•ivision have received ilhe 
same number of votes, then the question 
which of them shall go out of office 
shall be decided by lot. 

" (6.) An election of members for each 
such division shall be held in the year one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-one 
and in every second year thereafter, on 
such day in the month of February and 
at such places within the district as the 
Governor in Council sha!J from time to 
time appoint. 

" At every such election one member 
shall be elected for each division of the 
district, and at the conclusion of every 
such election one mcmher for each divi­
sion shall go out of office; and, subject 
to this Act, the member for each division 
respectivelv "'ho shall then go out of 
office shail be the member :for that 
division who has been a member for four 
years. 

" (7.) Everv election of members shall 
be held by 'and before such returning­
officer as the Governor in Council shall 
from time to time appoint. 

"' (8.) For the purposes of eyery elec­
tion. it shall be the dutv of the Principal 
Electoral Officc"r, under 'the Elect;ons Act, 
when and 'O often as he is required by 
the returning officer so to do, to com­
pile a voter'' roll for each division of the 
district, or one or more of such rolls, a,; 
the case may require, and in doing so, 
he shall observe the following rules:-

The voters' roll for the Brisbane divi­
<ion c"nd the suburban Bri,bane division 
of the district shall respectively consist 
of tile names of all electors enrolled on 
the latest electoral rolls of the electoral 
districts comprised within those divi­
sions respectively, as hercinbefore pro­
vided. 

The voters' roll for the South Bris­
bane division of the district shall con­
sist of <che names of all electors en­
rolled on the latest electoral rolls of 
the electoral -districts and electoral 
divisions comprised within such South 
Brisbane division as hereinbeforC" 

Hun. E. G.l'Jtwd.ore.j 
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provided, excluding in the case of 
Bulimba the islands of Moreton Bay." 

This was a consequential amendment rendered 
necessary by the alteration of the districts. 
Unless it was moved in this form it would 
necessitate moving six different amendments. 

Mr. MACART:'>JEY: He had pointed out 
at a previous st.age that the effect of this 
Bill was to cancel the election which was 
held last year at the large exnense indicated 
by the Treasurer. ' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: It does 
not cancel the election ; they continue in 
office. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: ·rho resElts of that 
election would cease to operat" after 
February. 

The SECRE1'ARY FOR P<:BLIC V.'oRKS: Some 
time next ye.ar. 

J\Ir. MACARTKEY: All the money spent 
01' the election in the e>arly part of this year 
would be thrown away except for the present 
yeur, and the expense of " fresh election 
would have to be incurred in February next. 

The SECRETARY FOR P<:BLIC WORKS: Surelv 
it is .no argument a~·ainst the Bill to saY 
that it might shorten the term of the present 
board! 

Mr. MACARTNEY: The hon. gentleman 
had talked about cost as one of the factors 
in ·connection with the sy;;tem they were· 
adopting under the Bill. ·whv, then, have 
the elections in Fp·l-,ruary next·? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC vYORKS: The 
co.t of having an election is not "· tith<: .of 
the cost of compiling the roll-that is the 
«hief cost. 

Mr. MACART::'-l'EY: One of the effed': of 
the Bill was practically to cancel th<' mem­
bership in Fcbruarv of men who were elected 
in February last. · He had not looked the 
matter up, but it would make .a difterence of 
twelve months. 

Hon. '\V. H. BARNES: ~\lore than that. 

::\1r. MACAllTNEY: The men who were 
elected last February would ordinarilv re­
main in office for four years. and ·they 
would lose t" elve months of that neriod. 
But the board which would be elected this 
year would have a four years' period of 
office 

The SECRETARY FOR P<:BLIC .\VORKS: It 
shows how impractic,able it is to meet that 
situation. We «ovld not wait three years 
before we amr'lded the Act. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: If the Trc·-c,urAr did 
not want that Yiolent change, there was an 
easy way of meeting the case. The )resent 
hoard might be allowed to continue until the 
fir.'·t period of biennial election <'ame round. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC .\VOR!lS: How 
would vou provide for that? 

Mr. MACARTNEY: By simply making 
.a verbal alteration that the election should 
take place in FC'bruary next for Ipswich. 
If that was done, they would have two mem­
bers from Ipswich added to the [lresent 
board, and all the tn<:>mhers of the board 

[Hon. E. G. Theodore. 

would continue to hold office until the next 
biennial election, when the provisions of the 
Bill would come into operation. It was .­
fair proposal to make, and as there> was 
nothing behind it, and no intention to alter 
the votes of the people at the last e.]ection, 
he took it the hon. gentleman would accept 
the amendment. He moved the omission of 
the third line of subclause (4), page 3, and 
tho insertion in lieu thereof of the words 
" an election for the Ipswich division of the 
district." No further alteration would he 
neces,·ary except the elimination of the two 
last paragraphs of clftuSP 4, and the substitu­
tion therefor of the fol!owing words:-

" Members oso Glected shall, with the 
existing members of the board, he and 
continue to be members of the board till 
the first trienni-al election to be held 
in the year one thousand nine hundred 
and twenty-one hereafter mrntioned." 

'The Labour members of the board would 
continue a year longer. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 'NORKS: All 
Labour members have to retire twelve months 
car lier under the Bill. 

Mr. MAGARTNEY: And all Liberal 
members would have to retire three years 
earlier. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC '\VORKS: 
He thought the amendment would be un­
workable, and he did not think it -"as neces-
8111'\'. The hon. member '\\us only attempting 
to j.rotect the interests of those elected last 
Februarv. Surely the greater interests were 
paramount, and regard Bhould be paid to 
them bv Parliament nther thall to the in­
terests ;f a few individuals who might have 
been elected last Februarv, some for terms 
of four years ; they would have still three 
years to run. 

Mr. MACARTNEY : And the other a year. 

The RECRETARY FOR PUBLIC '\VORKS: 
And the other four would have four years 
to run. The hon. member must see the 
unde1nocrrrtic wa:: of continuing in office 
men who were elected for a different purpose 
altogether. 

Mr. MACARTNEY : If you want to remove 
the political stamp, this is the thing you 
want to do. 

Tho flF:CRET \RY FOR VCBLIC WOHKfl: 
The hon. member seems obsessed with the 
belief that the Labour party wa'l going to 
s" oe.p the polls a.t every election; of Water 
and Sewerage Board, at parliamentary elec­
tions and everything else. The Labour party 
were' hero practically for all time. He was 
glad to hear that th·c+, was the opinion of 
the other side, as it showed a very healthy 
position of thinge political!~-. If the lwn. 
member had in his mind the view that it was 
utterh' impo,sible for the Conservatives to 
win tinder a broad franchise, it showed how 
hopeless a position that party had got into. 

Mr. MACARTNEY : That is not the argun:J,ent. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
He did not kr~ow what the argument was. 
The hon. member took pains to show how, 
under the districts a., thev had bet>n dis­
tributed. the Labour party" must win three 
out of the four seats. 

J\Ir. MACARTKEY : As the party stands to do. 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The hon. mBmber assumed that the Labour 
party would wm under any circumstances in 
the future; if he did not. there would be 
no point ir, his argument. The hon. member 
mu•t think that next year the Labour party 
would win three out of the four districts, or 
six out of the eight seats. He had no doubt 
the:· would win all the ;eats they contested, 
lmt that did not prevent him from realising 
the political situation, which any public man 
could do. Even in local authority electinns, 
if the Labour party put up candidates it 
w,1" bound to win whBrever the voice of the 
people was heard. The hon. member seemed 
to hav12 a grievance because they had dis­
tributed the seats in this way, but he could 
not suggest as to how they could be dis­
tributed on a fairer basis. The Govern­
ment ho.d left the allocation of the districts 
to him, bnt he had not been inspired by a 
doire to gain political advanhtge. A very 
definite £cheme had been followed in allocat­
ing the district<S. The Brisbane divi·;ion 
wa~ really a Brisbane division, and not a 
Svut.h Brisbane division. The fiye elec­
torates wer(! contiguous, and all in the heart 
of the city. The question as to what elec­
tNntc should be included in the Ipswich 
division was suggested by the lpswic.h pe'lple 
themselves. If th<; hon. memb<'r thought 
th<' Toowong diBtrict should go into the 
Ipswich district, he had no objection to that. 

Mr. M"\CARl'NEY : You know there is no 
suggestion of that sort. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Oxley had an identity of interest with Ips­
wich. To his mind, the arrangement under 
the Bill was a satisfactory allocation, apart 
altogether from politic,al consideration. 
Political considerations were altogether too 
petty to eonsider in re~ard to this matter. 
If Bulimba ami other d;visions should grow 
faster than the others, it would tend to 
balance the thing more. No one could say 
that Ip,wich was not growing. The hon. 
m<;mbcr for Toowong suggested that they 
should allow the eight members to remain 
on the board, and elect two new members 
for three years, but that was absurd and 
impracticable, and would be acting- child­
ishly. 'I'hBy could. not expect Ipswi0h to bQ 
seHsfied with a scheme of that kincl. Thev 
would have a greater grievance than ever 
if they allowed eight BrisbanP. memb(JrB to 
continue with two new m<>mben. That would 
bG unsatisfactor~'· The arrangement might 
possibly affect the tel'm of some of the 
prc.;J"nt members of the board, but they 
would have to put up with it. As far as 
he knew. the present members of the board 
who had had the Bill uncle!' con,ideration 
had not raised any objection from that 
point of vie•w. The mehiopolitan poard 
h voured th~ scheme. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: The whole board? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC' WORK'S: 
So far as he knew. He had neveJ· heard 
any protest or had any communication from 
them on the point. If they were broad­
minded men, concerned only with the larg-er 
interests of the cities and districts they 
represented, it was not likely thev would 
raise their own personal consideration in a 
way which might block the consummation 
of the beneficial scheme affecting the whole 
of the area. 

Hox. \V. H. BARNES : He questioned 
whether the representatives-he was referring 
to the water board of Ipswich-had had put 
before them the suggestion which had been 
mude by the hon. member for Toowong. 
Th~ sugge"tion was a very reasonable one. 
The fact that there were at present eight 
members on the Brisbane board, after all, 
did not make a great deal of difference. If 
it was going to b~come a question of votmg, 
it did not m·atter very much whether they 
wne eight again·.( two or six against two. 
He was not going to assume that the pre,ent 
or anv future occupants of seats on the 
wetcr "board v;ere going to combine them­
"eh es against Ipswich. He was not going 
to make that suggestion, beca,use he could 
scarcelv conceive of anv number of intelli­
gent men doing that kir{d of thing. He took 

it that when they got together 
[3 p.m.] their object was to do the very 

bPc,t possible for the various dis­
tricts, and to act in a commonsense ·way. 
Ho <1ssumed that that would be done. The 
Tre,cc'Urcr has laid very great stress on tht;l 
qvestion of o:penditure. He would repeat 
again that the expense in connection w~th 
tltP new m~thods would be as great as with 
the old methods. But if the proposal made 
hy thc> leader of the Opposition were carried 
{)«t. it would mean that, apart from the 
Plection of the Ipswich representatives, there 
,;ould be no other expense at all. He 
l:cpl'd. therefore, that the Treasurer, after 
hearing v·bat had been said by the leader 
nf the Onpo,ition, would see his wa:- clear 
to accept the suggestion which had been 
made. It was a reasonable suggestion, and 
he was quite sure members for Ipswich 
nE,! district would feel that it was a proper 
suggee,tion. · He dicl ·not think for one 
moment thev would cavil at the sugge,tion 
made hv the leader of the Opposition, as 
long as "Ipswich and districts were included 
in the proposition. Might he say to the 
Treasurer that if he agreed to that sng­
ge3tion it would removec the suspicion that 
the Bill now under discussion was very 
largely a political Bili, which -!Iad )Jeen 
introduced for the purpoRe of puttmg rrght, 
in some directions, what was regarded as 
the return of tlw wrong partv at the last 
water board election. If thG Treasurer 
accepted the suggestion of the leader of the 
Opposition. it would remove that idea from 
the mindB of th<; people, and he earnestly 
suggested to the Treamrer that he should 
look at it in that way. 

;\fr. BREXXAX ; That is your construction 
c.nly. 

Hox. W. H. BAR~ES: No one could 
ever charge the hon. member for Toowoomba. 
with being blessed with what might be called 
tJ,e abilit:v to construct. 

lVI1·. BREKK<-'1: You have constructed a 
good deal in your time. 

Hox. \V. H. BAR::"rES: The hon. membe. 
could not be charged with being construc­
tive. but rather with being destnwtive, except 
it be in the matt~er of hospibls, but there 
was a good deal of difference between hos­
pitals and water boards. 

Mr. BRENNAN: What about the profits on 
the oil tar? 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! Order ! 

Hon. W. H. Barnes.] 
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J'.Ir. GLEDSON: He wished to say, in 
reply to the hon. m<;mber for Bulimba, that 
the representative for Ipswich, at any rate, 
could see through a brick wall as far as 
most people, and the people of Ipswich 
could sec through what the Opposition pro· 
po~ed. (H<;ar, hear!) They actually pro­
posed to aboli'h the Ipswich water authority, 
and to allow the Brisbane water authority 
to remain for three years longer. They 
w"uld aboEsh Ipswich and say, "You can 
sE·ml h1o men down to join our Brisbane 
board." But the Treasurer had made a 
di,tinct promise not to abolish the Ipswich 
authority; that the whole thing would go 
together; that there would be one board to 
control the whole of the water supply of the 
Brisbane River. The Trcacurcr had stated 
the fads very clearly to the lead0r of the 
Opposition, and also to the hon. member for 
Bulimba showing that the Ipswich people 
wc·uld c~rtainly not be satisfied with two 
members comin:' down to Brisbane and join­
ing the pre,,ent boa1'<1. It would be better 
to have nothing at all than that. 

The SECRET.·IRY FOR Pl:BLIC 'VVORKS: It 
wc·uld be Brisbane swallowing Ipswich. 

Mr. GLEDSOJ'\: Yes. It would be like 
th<' Brisbane board swallowing Ipswich. He 
hoped th<; Ipswich p<'ople would see what 
the Opposition would give them if they had 
the opportunity of dealing witJl the matter. 
He thought the amcndme';lt haa _been mov?d, 
not with the purpose of rmprovmg the B1ll, 
but for th<: purpose of blockmg t~c whole 
thing. If it was to b0 b~ocked, It I_Ilea_nt 
that the people· nf Ips\nch and d1stnct 
would be. for a long time, deprived of a 
\Vater snpply, and it ''a-s a :r:1atter of urgency 
as far '" thev were eoncernecl. They had 
to g<:t water: either through. the amalga­
matod board or through thell' own .. ,·ater 
authoritv. if thev did not get it thro·~gh 
the amalgamated. board. the? must abso­
lutely get it elsewhere. The leadN. of the 
Oppo··ition. for the purposQ of deferrmg ~he 
amalgamation until 1921, was not ;,pcakmg 
in the interests cf the pE'oplE' mo.•t deeply 
concerned. He did not think the hon. m<•m­
bor had thought very well over it. 

Mr. SIZER: How many member, are there 
on the Ipswich bo ... xd now? 

Mr. GLEDSOJ'\: There was no Ipswich 
board. The Ipswich City Council was the 
water authority. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: And they have twelve 
members. 

Mr. GLEDSO"": The aldermen of the city 
council formed the water authority. This was 
a new mattf'r. The Ipswich Water Autho­
rity was being abolished, the whole water 
supply was to be pla\ed under on':' ?oard. The 
Treasurer had explamed the pos1t1on clearly, 
and they ought to go on with the Bill. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: When the <:leputation 
from the Ipswich Citv Council waited on the 
Treasurer, he had m-a<:le use of practically 
the sarr.e arguments as had been adduced by 
the hon. member for Bulimba. He pointed 
out that if there ere six representatives 
from Brisbane and two from Ipswich, that 
the six from Brisbane would be entirely 
antagonistic to Ipswich. and that this would 
bP everlastingly detrimental to Ipswich. 
While the representativPs of the city council 
did not think it would be, they said they 

[.Mr. Gledson. 

would feel it was a deep-lai-d scheme to 
swallow up Ipswich interests for the sake of 
Brisbane, if the district.< were so arranged 
that there might be a suburbs area that 
would have intere,ts somewhat similar to 
Ipswich. Thereupon, the Treasurer had 
promised to constitute a suburban m:ea, an 
Ipswich area, and a metropolitan area. If 
the Brisbane board were allowed to remain 
under the new Act, the proper thing to do 
would be to amalgamate the two boards as 
they stood. Then Ipswich would be able to 
send down twelve aldermen to sit on the 
board. (Laughter.) If the twelve aldermen 
took their places on the board, they coul<:l 
certainly see that Ipswich interests were con­
sen-ed as they desired them to be. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: That is what we 
wore going to suggest. (Laughter.) 

2'!1r. F. A. COOPER: Why not give 
Ipswich its present twelve members and Bris­
bane its '"re,ent eight? He assured hon. 
members that it was at the reque't of the 
Ins\virh City Council that the Treasurer had 
r;nsente·d to arrange the proposed division. 
If there was an:vthing in the political argu­
ment, why "'as the Opposition pressing this'? 
There were four men supposed to be Labour 
men on that hoard at present. There wore four 
the Opposition claimed as Nationalists. The 
leader of the Opposition had said that two 
Labour men from Ipswich was " a dead sure 
thing." so in 1921 there would be six Labour 
and four Nationalists, and so the six could 
plav ducks ar1d drakes with thPir property 
so that they would not know it. Solid Labour 
control would be absolutely certain for t.h:ee 
vears. and vet the leader of the Oppo•'lbon 
\vas not a ·bit concerned about it. There 
\Yas nothing at the back of this proposal, or 
the ]ea·der of the Opposition would not have 
rr.ade that offer. He would never have 
fallen into the blunder of six to four against 
him without anv nossibilitv of rectifving it 
for three vears. ·He honed 'that if anv' altera­
tion were 'made, it woul-d be th<' continuation 
of thP eight Brisbane members and t\';elv.e 
Ipswich aldermen working together unhl 
1921. 

Amendment (Jir. Jiacartney's) put and 
negatived. 

Clause, as amended, put and passed. 

On clause 4-" Amendment of section 10"-

Mr. MACARTNEY said they had alre!'-dy 
taken a division on the franrhi~e quc'tJOn, 
n1-d although that division had gone against 
the Opposition, they were still of the same 
opinion. It was, howe;·er, no use going over 
the «ame ground again. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: He would like to 
ask the Treasurer, in connection with clause 
4. if he proposed to make voting compulsory? 
The present Act was a compulsory Act as 
far as State elections was concerned, and 
f:Peing- that the Treasurer was going- to use 
tlre rolls for certain diYisions, Vl<ts he going 
to apply the same provisions? 

The TREASURER: No. voting is not to 
bee compuleory. The ordinary Elections Act 
did not apply to those election«, on\v. the 
rolls were to be made use of. The macmnery 
for controlling elections was provided in the 
Bill and the principal Act. 

Clause 4, as amended, put and passe<:l. 
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Clause"' 5 to 9, both inclusive, put and 
,pa!:lBed. 

On clause 10-'' Pon·er as to 1cat(;r-coursrs~ 
.f'ft."-

Mr" J\IACART:'.JEY asked whether it wa~ 
under that clause that Mount Edwards was 
supposed to be capable of being taken in? 

'fho UECRETARY FOR PrBLIC WORK"-· 
C'\o. The Bill had no pa"rticular reference 
to the och0me, nor was the area included 
it1 the district. but the whole of the catch­
ment arc"l of the Brisbane River was under 
tht' control of thu board for cNtain pur­
poses, for erecting works or preventing or 
prohibiting contamination of the water. He 
mentioned on the second rt"admg the po"si­
bility of conserving water at Mount Edwards, 
and the Bill permitted the carrying out of 
the· ~cheme. It was not necessar-; to men­
tion the ::\Iount Edwards scheme 'in it, but 
thev gave power undm· the Bill to deal 
with Monnt Edwards when the water was 
cmserved there, or any water in any other 
areas controlLed by the bon.rd. The hon. 
member would find certain extended refer­
encPc; in clatm's 15 and 16 to powers which 
might be utilised by the board when the 
Mount l.';dwards "cheme or other such schemes 
"·er<> developed. 

Clause put <:nd passed. 

On dausc 11-" 1T"orks by Tramway Com­
pany''-

~lr. MACART:.;EY: The clause was ob­
Yiouslv an amendment of the Tramwavs Act. 
On the second reading he pointed out that 
it suggested a po,ition that arose -sith rofer­
cPce to Stank_v ··treet, South Brisbane. He 
failrd to sec the neccssitv for the alteration 
of the Act. They disctl'lsed the principles 
of the 'Iramway-J Acts under different mea­
sures. and that was reall2· a left-handed 
fashion of altering the foundation of the 
arrangement upon \vhich the tram\vavs con-
ression rPsted. V 

The SErRETARY FOR PrBLTC WORKS: You 
,..,.e not raising the question of vested in­
terests again under this? 

~lr. ::\lACARTNEY: It was just as well 
to point out that the Tramways Acts pro­
vidt'd for c0rtain rights and duties of the 
Tramwu.ys Company, and provision was 
nude for the settlement of disputes which 
might rtrise between the company and other 
constructing authoritie•·. In the present case 
a most unwarranted attack, as he read the 
facts, was made by the water board on the 
Tramways Company. A claim was made 
whatever the position of the pipes was, 
and whether or not they were affected by 
the tramway' system or not, that the com­
pany were c1.1led upon to construct an 
entirelv new '"'·vice from one end of Stanlev 
street to the other at their own e'Cpcnse. · · 

The TRE.\Sl'RER: The company held that 
they had no responsibility whatever in con­
nection with any possibility of damage to 
the pipes. 

Mr. ::\IAC_\RT:.;EY: There wfts on the 
company a responsibility if any alteration 
they made affected the water service, and 
if any dispute arose brtween the company 
and the other constructing authority, it was 
to be settled bY the municipality of the 
area in which the dispute arose. The claim 

was absurd. because, as a matt.'r of fact. 
the alteration which the company proposed 
-the substitution of a single line for a 
double line-did not affect the pipe service 
of the water board at aiL In the second 
plac·c, thP removal of the double line of 
tramway, instead of a.dding to the board's 
difficulties, simplified the means of access, 
and he was sorry to say he felt more indig­
no.tion ov<•r it, bee a US•) Stanley street for 
a very consideruble period eaused incon­
venience to the travelling public, 0'' ing to 
the dilatoriness of the Government in 
realising tlw nccr,sary r<'quirements and the 
stupid claim of the board. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : Owing 
to the avaricionsness of the company. 

Mr. J\IACART:.;n;y: 'l'he position kept 
that street practically in a condition of 
construction for nearly two years. to the 
great hindrance of the travelling public other 
than the trannvavs. Ae a matter of fact, 
there were man.; members on both side,-; 
of the House who re:1lised what had been 
going on there for the last two years, and 
the inconvenience that it caused. In the 
first place, the Government of the day, ap­
parently unable to provide sn<'h conditions 
a'. were necessary for what they CODCidered 
t'J be public interesb, adopted ju,t the 
:<;une attih1de as they were taking at the 
present time in regard to electric light. 
The Governmf nt said that thev were not 
goinv. to give a way all the rights of the 
JWople to the so-called concession mongers, 
bm, at the same time, it failed to impose or 
suggest protective provisions and so perpetu­
ated the public inconvenience. Owing to the 
absolute stupidity of the water boar<1-to 
hi.; mind-the condition of thing, of which he 
\Yas C'Offilllaining vvas continued for a con­
siderable period of time. The position in due 
course came before· the municipal council, 
and was settled bv them without much trouble 
in a common-sense way-in the only way in 
\vhieh anybody y, ith any common sense could 
think it could b seltlcd at all. 

Mr. WTLSON: I doubt that. 

Mr. MACART~EY: The clause was a 
kind of vindictive provision to take away 
jurisdiction frmY'. the local authority. 

Mr. WILSON: Xot at all-to protect the 
board's interest. 

sir. MACART~EY: To protect the 
beard's so-called interests so that they might 
have a new service from one end of Stanley 
street to the other, whether entitled to it 
or not and thA power to give them that was 
to be transferred to the Minister, a nasty 
reflection on the council that did its duty 
ill the circumstances, a little piece of that 
vindictivem·>s thcct pleasPd a certain class 
who wero l'f·udy to support any claim on the 
'l'ramways Company. If their laws were to 
be tinkered to meet the needs of the post­
tion in that wav. he did not know where 
the end was goii1g to be. At any rate. he 
did not suppose anyti1ing that was said 
on that side wa• going to alter it, but it 
was some satisfaction to point it out. 

Mr. WILSON: The leader of the Oppo­
sition tried to throw a good deal of blame 
on the water board, but when he had fin­
i·"·hed he thought he would have shown that 
thf'y were not to blame altogether. ThPre 
was a litt!P bit of obstruction in Stanley 

Mr. Wilson.] 
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street, from the Dr:- Dock to Victoria Place, 
caused by thP company's making a single 
tramline of it and placing it over the board's 
main. There was a good deal of objection 
to it at the time, and tho board had the 
right to object; but, unfortunately, the com­
pany was ca:rrying out work at that time 
for the South Brisbane Council. He did 
not know the amount of the contract, but it 
rem into some hundreds of pounds, for lower­
ing the grade of Stanley street. Vi/hen an 
objection was raised like that, did hon. mem­
bers think it was a fair thing that the loe:1l 
authority should sit in judgment on its own 
street? All the amendment was doing was 
to give the Minister full power to decide the 
question. 

Mr. MAC'ARTliEY: Are you talking about the 
whole width of the street? 

Mr. WILSON: He was talking about the 
work that was being done. The hon. mem­
ber said that the amendment wa•-, being 
iv;erted f0r political purposes. He (Mr. 
Wilson) said that it was to protect the board's 
intcrc +. A good deal of trouble was going 
on at the time, and the board thought fit 
to send a letter explaining to the Press and 
th0 public the facts of the caec. He would 
rc·ad it-

" To the Editor, 'Bri--bane Courier.' 
" Sir,-In your issue of 22nd ultimo 

t~cre is a long letter by the managing 
dnPctor of the BriFbane Tramwavs Com­
pany, Limited, in which he states': 'Fur­
ther delav was caused bv the attitude of 
the Bo'ard of \Vatenvorks.' and in another 
letter in vour i'sue of the 30th idem he 
.-tates: 'Then on top of all this came the 
attitude of the water board-a Govern­
ment instrumentalitv-whicic dclaved for 
mon.ths, and is stili delaying, the com­
pletion of the work.' Statements are re­
ported in your columns as having been 
made at recent meeting-s of the South 
Brisbane City Council also attributing to 
the board delay in the completion of 
StanlPy street. In th0se circumstances. 
Rir, the l\1Ptropolitan \VatPr Supply and 
tlewerage Board desires to state that 
the1:o has no.t been any unnPcee,ary delay 
on Its part m tho matter, as a reference 
to the board's records will prove. On 
the contrary. the delay rE·st' upon the 
company and the council. the former in 
objecting to pay the cost of the necessarv 
work of adjusting on a safe and equit­
able basis the water supply to suit the 
P.roposal of the company to place the 
smgle tram track in the centre of the 
roadway immediately over and above the 
board's main, and the latter in not sup­
plying, as requested, information as to 
intended alteration of levels, and in 
neglecting or refusing to furnish a state­
ment of the permanent levels of the road­
\Yay. Delay was also made by the com­
pany in furnishing sufficient information 
and complete plans. In the case of both 
the company and the council. the board 
v. as simply asserting its Tights as pro­
vided by its own Act of Parliament. 
Grey street has one pair of tram rails in 
the centre of the roadwa_v, as Stanley 
street is intended to have, but it has not 
any main in the centre of the road, but 
one main on each side of the road. The 
necessary and proper alterations were 
thE'rc cm·ried .out to suit the company, 
and the consequent expense was defrayed 

f Mr. W ilson. 

by the company without cavil. Howeve1·, 
in the case of Stanley street, the com­
panv refused to pay the cost of the ncce>­
sary alterations, and forced the board to 
protect its prop0rty and rights. The 
matter was referred to the South Bris­
bane City Council as prodded by the 
Tramways Act. no appeal from its de­
cisian being allowed. It is an anomalous 
position in which to put the council-to 
be judge in a dispute about its own 
street-and the position wa.'' accentuated 
at the hearing when evidence was given 
to the effect that the company was con­
tractor for the council in making thr· 
part of that street for which the council 
is responsible conform to the level of the 
central portion of the street as left and 
to be compleko.d. by the Tramways Com­
pany. 

" Though tho decision was against the 
board, that did not lesJen the duty of 
the board to defend its property from 
injury and its rights from Pncroachment, 
nor did it justify the company and the 
council in charging the board with delay 
for which the company and the council 
were respon•,ible. The company, acting 
on the dpcision of the council, has gone 
ahead with its work regardh"·> of the 
mfety of the boar-cl's main and ftttings. 
There is not the requisite depth of 2 feet 
of covering- in some places to protect the 
board's main, while in others the main 
is several feet below that depth; In one­
place the work done by the company 
left one of the board's fittings exposed 
7! inches above the level of the tram 
rails. The inevitable injury to the main 
from deficient or excessive covering, 
added to electrolysis, will necessitate· 
extra repairs, increased expense, and 
frequent interference with traffic from 
time to time. \vhile in cases of the main 
being used ·for fire fighting, the tram 
traffic-on the single line-will be abso­
lutely stopped by reason of tho fire 
hydrants being between the two tram rails. 
In the recent fire at the State sawmills 
the traffic was so blocked for two hour.<. 
A. the company has placed its single pair 
of raib over the main, despite the pro­
tests of the board, and the work is being 
completed, it does not seem logical to 
charge the board with delay. 

" Even now the council has not furn­
ished neces,ary information as to levels, 
though applications have been ma<le for 
it. If the council intends to permanently 
alter the level of Stanley street, the board 
is entitled to at least seven days' notice, 
in writing. No such notice has been given 
to the board by the council. The records 
in connection with the matters between 
the company, the council, and the board 
are so extensive that your space forbids 
a sufficient recapitulation, but the papers 
are , open for inspection, and will prove 
the accuracy of the above statements, 
which are made in justice to the board 
and upon its authority, also in the in­
terests of its ratepayers. In the circum· 
stances, therefore, will you please insert 
this letter in your eorrespondenc0 
columns? 

"I am. Sir, etc. 1 

"(Sgd.) E. J. T. MANCHESTER, 
" President. 

"Brisbane, 4th December, 1917." 
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He thought it was necessary to read that 
letter in justification of the board for the 

slanderouo attacks made upon it 
[8.30 p.m.] for delaying its work. He was 

sorry that the leader of the 
Opposition took up the same attitude. He 
thought they were justified in having some 
provision inserted in the new Bill to pro­
tect the board. No reasonable argument 
had been advanced against the amendment. 
At the present time the Tramwavs Com­
pany seemed to be able to do what thev 
JiJ,ed. They hung up the streets at thei'i· 
own sweet will. The board had had a good 
deal of bother with the Tr.amways Compa.ny 
bPcause tho n1anager, Mr. Badger, was a 
hard man to deal with. Mr. Badger had 
an autocratic style in dealing with local 
authorities who went to· him asking for ex­
tensions. and told then to wait until he 
opened his bag and that sort of thing. He 
was anything but a good man to deal >'ith 
if ho got his back up. When the dispute 
was on in South Brisbane, :Mr. Badger was 
away, but was on his way back again, and 
the acting manager. Mr. Stcphens, offered 
to pay the board £1,000 without prejudice. 
Then Mr. Badger came back and the 
matter W<>nt to court, with the result that 
it wa' decided that the South Brisbane 
Council were the sole arbiters of their own 
streets. The Minister was wise in protect­
ing the interests of the board. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The hon. member for Fortitude V alley had 
placed the matter before the Committee very 
clearly. Ko matter what might be the 
rights or the wrongs of the matter in Stan­
ley street, the Committee were justified in 
!ncluding the clause in the Bill. Surely, 
If there was any reference of a dispute to 
any party it should be to the council which 
was an interected party. The matter should 
be referred to the respo:r;sible Minister, and 
not to the local council, who would no 
doubt, be prejudiced one way or the oth~r. 

Mr. ::\fooRE: So would the Minister. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
They knew that the Tramways Company in 
its own interests acted in agreement with 
the South Brisbane Council against the 
water board. The Tramways Company were 
asked to shift their tram rails in such a way 
as to leave the mains alone, but, as a matter 
of fact, the tram rails rested on the main, 
and, even now, the main was inaccessible 
to the board. 

:Mr. MACARTNEY: You are entirely wrong. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
He was a"ured by the present board that 
the only way to gd access to the main was 
by cutting the sleepers and blocking the 
traffic. If it_ became neces•.ary to put in a 
new pipe, they would have to cut the sleepers 
for the whole length of the pipe. Such a 
situation should never have been brought 
about: If the Tramways Company W('re re­
sponsible, they should pay compensation to 
the water board, which would be put to the 
expense of laying pipes on both sides of the 
street. The kader of the Opposition seemed 
to think that the claim was an exorbitant 
one. The pipe was not a new one, but it 
was a serviceable pipe, and would not have 
to be renewed for a number of years if it 
were not di•.turbed. In one case, the tram­
WU)' ~>leepers rhted upon the main, and that 
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might have a bad effect upon it. It might 
havQ the effect of a miner getting elec­
trolysis through coming in close proximity 
with the tram rails, and that would certainly 
·hOl'ten the life of the miner. Such matters 
as that should not be referred to an inter­
csted party such as the South Brisbane 
:.\Iunicipality. That wa.s an unfair position, 
and that was whv the alteration -\vas pro­
posed. He wa'· s'ure the Opposition would 
see that the amendment was highly justi­
fiable, because it provided a fairer way of 
deciding these matters which might arise 
between the water board and the Tramways 
Company. 

Mr. ::VIACARTNEY: It was mid that the 
South Brisbane Council should not .act in 
a matter in which it was interested. That 
was quite tru<>. He thought, in carrying 
out work like that, there might be a mutuai 
understanding between the constructing 
authority. the Tramways Company, and 
the council for the purpose of altering the 
grade. of the road. It appeared to him that 
in the matter referred to there was a cor­
cain amount of trouble before the water 
board came into it at all, owing to the 
[\Ction of the Government in granting the 
outhorit_v and then withholding the autho­
rity. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC 'NoRKS: We 
withheld it in order to safeguard the rights 
of the people. 

. Mr. :MAC~\RTNEY: If the hon. gentle­
man provided that a matter in which the 
municipality was interested should not be 
referred to the municipality for judgment, 
then he could understand it. That would 
be a reasonable thing to do, because it 
might be mgarded as likely to affect the 
council's judgments. But that was not the 
r·ase ,with the clamo before the Committee. 
'I'he clause propoced to take away from the 
South Brisbane Council and every other 
local authority within the tramway area the 
powers alr0ady invested in them, qmte 
irr<>spectin• of whether a matter arose in 
which thev were interested or not. That was 
his objedion to the clause. Because the 
hon. membe1· for Fortitude V alley was a 
member of the water board, that was the 
reason why the clause was introduced. That 
was "hv the Government took such an ex­
treme sfep against an local authorities where 
the tramway applied. It was just because 
one board in the metropolitan area made 
?, complaint. That seemed to be carrying 
the thing just a little bit too far. It was 
suggested by the Minister that a single line 
was likelv to do more damage to the water 
hoard than " double line of rails. He (Mr. 
Macartnev) was not an expert, but, unless 
an expert showed him how that happened, 
he failed to understand how a single line 
in a street could prevent accp<s to the pipe 
in a greater degree than the existence of 
a double line. 

'rhe SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: \ 
double line has rails on both sides of the 
pipe. 

Yrr. MACARTNEY: There was only a 
limited distance between the double rails, 
and there wor<> sleepers under both sets of 
raik In all probability, the sleepers 
abutted on one another. With a single 
rail it ought to be easier to get aceess to 
the pipe than with a double set of lines. 

Mr. Macartney.] 
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That point was immaterial compared with 
the proposal to take from the municipality 
the general powers invested in them by law. 
A special tribunal had been created by the 
clause to mee't cases of dispute as they arose. 
That was the objection to it. He noticed that 
.an appeal was to be made to the Minister in 
such manner, in such form, and under such 
·conditions as the board directed by by-laws. 
It was an easy thing for the board to make 
by-laws which would make it not worth 
while for anybody to appeal from anything. 
'The water board were just as capable of 
making an unfair claim as anybody else. 
'l'hey may not make it Just because it was 
unfair, but the,· may make it because they 
felt it was their duty to the public to make 
the biggest claim they could possibly make, 
and the party which was subject to that 
claim had got to go before some tribunal 
to get the question tried. If the water 
board were able to say that the claim could 
only be made in a certain way, it would 
be difficult to defend it, and it might be 
nec<-··'·n.ry for a tramways company to put 
their har.d' in their pockets to be allowed 
to go on with their work, even in an unfair 
case. That was what it came to. The hon. 
member for Fortitude Valley showed what 
was possible when he stated. that the com­
pany offered £1,000 to put an end to it 
rather than have the matter delayed. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC 'WORKS: The 
by-laws haye to be approved by the Gave­
nor in Couneil. 

Mr. :\1ACAR'l'NEY: The Governor m 
Council would not give a second thoug·ht to 
them. The by-laws could easily be fixed up 
to put the board in the most favoured 
position. The clr,use showed the facility 
with which the Government were prepared 
to bring in an amendment to please the 
gentleman who instructed them from be~inci. 

At twenty minutes to 9 o'clock p.m., 

Mr. PoLLOCK relieved the Chairman in the 
chair. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The leader of the 
Opposition had pointed out what might be 
the effect of this alteration. They all recog­
nised that, when there wa5 a .di~pute, one 
of the parties concerned should not be the 
arbitrator in the di"pute, as, no matter how 
desirous anyone might be of cioing the right 
thing .according to their own conscience, 
it might open the door to a r·narge that they 
had not done the right tlting becaus•,· of 
being interested--that their sr.ectaele·, might 
bL coloured in some way. The leader of the 
Opposition >Yas quite right in the suggestion 
he made. Instead of the 6WE:eping pronosi­
tion in the clanse, provision should have 
been made for preventing the local authority 
sitting in judgment upon a rnatter in which 
there was a dispute in which they ihem­
sclves were concernc·d. It 'eemcd to him 
that this clause would not get over the 
difficulty. Did it not seem to be in keeping 
with the policy of the Government towards 
local authorities? It seemed to him that 
the Government wero very ldrgel,y out of 
sympathy with local authori1ies. 

The SECRETARY FOH PUBLIC .WORKS: No; 
thi. wa' proposed by the water authority. 

Hox. iY. IL BARNES: He was speaking 
of lor:tl authorities which had to do with 

[Jf r. M acartney. 

more g<cneral local authority work. The 
Go.-ernmcnt here was takirq- the first oppor­
tunity of remonng a matter in disputo from 
the control of the local authorities con­
CE'l'ned, a,nd handing it over to some other 
authority to decide. What was going to be 
the position of any narty, <''lpecially a tram­
way company, which might have to appeal 
f0r justice to the Government? It was a 
fcregone conclusion as to what the judgment 
would be. They had had evidence in this 
session alrea-dv that the •Government were 
out to "down'' the Tramways Company. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC .WORKS: Would 
the hon. gentleman mind r:w interrupting 
him? This amendment is suggested in 
accor·dance with the ,•iew of the \Vater and 
Sewerage Boar•d, and each member of the 
hoard-and they are all Liberals on the 
board-has ·desired the acc"ptanc<' of the 
amendment. 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: He must accept 
the statement of the Minister. Had lhey 
not abundant eYidence that the Government 
were out at every turn to try and " down" the 
tramway company? In connection with this 
proposal, the Treasurer had hkcn exception 
--and probably rightly so-~o any interf'sted 
party sitting in judgment; but here the_y 
were going to trander the authonty to s1t 
in judgment from -one interested p.arty, 
who had an interest in one particular, to a 
Government which, e.pparently, wero out, 
under all circumstann~s, to ''down'' the 
Tramways Company. The Bill was going _to 
take certain powers from a local authonty 
and hand them over to a Government who 
were prejudiced evE-ry time against the 
'l'ramw.ays Company. 

Mr. MOORE' protested against this 
filching of powE-r by the Mini'lter. 'I'he 
Ministr:;- were always tr_vin.:; to fikh puwer 
from local bodies and put it into the hands 
of a Minister. Ho rli-d not tdicve in gr-.-ing 
such power to the :!\1inistcrs. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Are not the 
local authorities likely to be biassed? 

:\fr. MOORE : The proper r,eople to sdtle 
disputes were the local anrhoritko, and it 
was nonsense for the Minister to say ihat 
the local authoriti< 1 were likely to be 
biassed. The party most likely to be biassed 
was the Government. In conn;octiou with the 
T'ramways Company, no matter what the evi­
dence was, the decision on the part of the 
GovHnment would be again't the company. 
It ha·cl been the 'ame in connection with the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company. He did 
Lot believe that the members of the water 
board were going to be so ·biassed that they 
would not give justif''. It was more likeh­
that the Minister, who was obsessed with 
reg-ard to a certain con1pa1Jy, vv as In ore 
lilrely to be biar···ed than a local authGrity 
sitting in CC'UnC'iL 

Mr. CoLLINS: Do vou know ho" biassed 
local authorities arc? 

Mr. MOORE: The onlY tirn,, he I ad found 
local authorities h be" biassed was when 
the members were elected on a defmite 
pledge to the caucus party, and the: <:ould 
not get away from that p1<'dge. a•_ they 
woul·d be kieked out if thev .did. The local 
nuthoritie" did their work· "ithout pay. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I see you 
have a local authorities journaL 
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:\!r. ::VIOORE: We han\ h&d th:>t for the 
last three years. 

The TE:\1POR\RY CHAI!UIAX: I must 
nsk the hon. member to deal •.·ith the chuse. 

Mr. :VIOORE. Hr was led awa. bv the 
interjection of the ::VIiniswr. The "local 
authorities strongly obj-Pcted ia the Mir:ister 
taking away the power which thov should 
have and L~xercise. ~ 

IIo:;;. \Y. H. B~\R~ES aske-d the J\Iinis­
t"": ·with regard to the voter"' roll, what 
method was to be adopted to bring the roll 
up to date for each el<?ctoratc '! 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC \\'ORKS: There 
is no rnention of that in clause 11. 

Clause put and passed. 

Clamo 12 put a·.d passed. 

On clause 13-'' ..:1·~~tcnd:ncnt of ser:.tion 
Ji; darnage to works by electricity"-

HoN. W. H. BAR;'-JI~S: He wishe-d to 
?ra.w atter;tion, ty wa:r o! protest, to the way 
rn whrch tne board under thrs clause had the 
power to make by-laws, which would have to 
be approved of by the Ministt•r in the same 
way, and then, if there was "" difficulty after­
wards, the Minister he d to decide. It 
seemed to him that this was placing, first of 
all, in the hands oi "the board and thpn in 
the hands of. the Minister, .a v~"Y dang-'lrous 
powe,·, and ne protested against legislation 
of this kind beimr introrluced. It was not 
fair nor in the interests of all par+.ies. There 
was no 0hance ,,-hatever of doino- a fair 
thing under such conditions. The "Mini:oter 
himself wo':'].d p_wbably be prejudiced by 
nason of hrs desrre to help the boa!Xl. 

·Mr. MOO RE: He could not understand 
the reason for the .amendment made by this 
clame, which related :)urely to a qL<e-tion 
Df damage. Section 37 of the princip." 1 Act 
.sroted-

" If upou· an examination it is found 
that ;.ny work of the board has become 
injured ar defective by rP'lsor, of the 
eEeape thereto or ;nfluence thereon o~ 
electricity from any electric tramv-oay or 
.any electric line or Plectric works, all 
>expenses of ,opening up <J.nd reinstating 
tho ground, and of examining, rGn1ov­
ing, rein•tating, or replacing any Buch 
work of the board may bP recO\·ered 
by the. bom·d from the owner or nerson 
oontrolliLg such tramway line or w'Orks." 

It did not say that the dispute had to be 
settled by the coun~il. It was a question in 
a case like this of evidence as to who creeted 
the damage, and whether damages could be 
awarded for the injury. H<Y did not think 
the Minister had a right to make himself a 
judge and jury in a ease which should be 
decided in court It wes left under the Act 
to be decided bv the ordinarv rules of court. 
He strongly protested against the clause. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC' WORKS: It is 
perfectly :oafe, l•ecailse there will he no un­
fair decision. I can assure you that nothing 
unjust will be done. 

Mr. MOO RE: He would not be prep« red 
to go to a Minister, who was biassed, on .a 
question like this. If there was a question 
of d"m<Lge on a tramway through no £--tult of 
the company, he ·would far prefer to go to 
a court. This principle contained in the 

claru;e was not in the. old Act, and it was a 
power which the Minister had no rig·ht to 
take. 

HoN. W. H. BARXES: He hoped the 
Minister ,,·ould have something to "lYon this 
mat.ter. The poq ·~r taken by the Minister 
under the clause might b<?conre a great 
burden to him Fil"'·t of all, he was an 
interested party by reason o£ his close con~ 
nection with the board 

The SECRETARY FOR PT;BLIC WoR;~s: That 
would not make him an intereste.d part.y. 

HoN. W. H. BARXES: His spectacles 
would be coloured as far -as his judgment 
Vlras concerned. The. pOWi':'r w-as a dangr~rous 
one, and the JYiini~ter ought to g1ve so1nc 
reason why the proposal was made. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'UBLIU WORKS: 
He had not risen to epeak Lefor,', because 
exactly the same point was involved ns in 
the clause they h..td been discussing with 
rc·gard to the power of 11ettling a. dispute 
when it arose between the Water and S<>wer­
age Board and the Tramways Cornuany. In 
this case it was a .Juc .. tion of d<Jmage to the 
pipe.; of the board b~- electricity mcaping 
from the tranrwav line. He thoug-ht there 
WaS UO necessity under the cireumstanCP~. to 
be efraid. 

Clause put and pass<'d. 
Claru;e 14 put and p;10sed. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORK"\ 
moved the following new clause lo follow 
clause 14: 7 

"After section fortv-two of the l!rinci­
pal Act the following section 1 s in­
serted:-

" [42A.] (1.) Upon application b'.e any 
water supply board constituted under 
the Rights in Water and \V.ater Conser­
vation and Utilization Acts, 1910 to 1915, 
and having jurisdiction in a water supplv 
.area constituted under those Acts through 
which anv dream or pipe of the Metro­
politan ai1d IJ1swich Wat,er Suppi:- and 
Sewe,age Board passe3 or in which any 
of its waterworks have been oonstrnctoo, 
that board may supply water to such 
water supply board hy measure and on 
such terms and conditions a.s may be 
agreed on het" een tl1em. 

''(2.) For the purposes d the !:tot­
mentioned Acts, anv such stream, prpe, 
or waterworks HS" aforesaid shall be 
deemed to he a source of wate1· suprly." 

This was to 'carry out the suggestion made 
at the deputation introduced by the hon. 
member for Fassifern from Harrisville. It 

was pointed out that it was 
[9 p.m.] possib-le, shortly after the con-

stitution of that board. and when 
the :Haunt Edward .. scheme was launched, 
that people resident in thR Fas ifern Valley 
might desire to us:· water for irrigation pur­
poses. simply taking it in bulk from thE' 
metropolitan boarrl. This provi·sion provided 
that this could be dour bv sirr.ply paying the 
metropolitan hoard for the water supplied. 

Hon. \Y. H. BARNES : Pay for its own 
water 

The SECRET.\R \"FOR PPBLIC \YORKq: 
Kot for its own water. \Vater from the 
Mount Edwards scheme. 

l\fr. ROBERTS : From its own district? 

Hon. E. G. Therxlnre.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR PL:BLIC WORKS: 
The metropolitan board would be responsible 
for conserving the water, building the weir, 
and the pipe line. It would supply the 
water in bulk. As far as he could see, this 
would solely affect water supply for irriga­
tion purposes. 

New clause put .and passed. 
Clause 15 put and passed. 

On clause 16-" Electricity a.nd moti1·e 
po1.Der"-

Mr. MAC ART::'\JEY: He understood there 
was a strong objection on the part of the 
local authoriti0s to the introduction of this 
dau,c. He hr.d received a letter from the 
president of the Local Authorities' Associa­
tion informing him that he had sent to tha 
Treasurer .a lett<>r of which he had received 
a copy. That letter stated-

" 2nd October, 1918. 
" Sir,-I have the honour, by direction, 

to n·•pectfully draw your attention to 
certain clauses of the Metropolitan 
\Vater Supply and S<>werage Acts Amend­
ment Bill now before the House. 

" The Bill proposes to create an autho­
rity having equal powers to local .autho­
rities in the management and control 
of a public utility, which should come 
strictlv within the functions and duties 
of local authorities solelv. 

"Any interferencR with the rights of 
local authorities or overlapping which 
might be detrimental to the rights of 
ratepayers are objectionable to my 
.association. 

" I am, therefore, directed to respect­
fully protest against clause 16 of the 
proposed Bill, and trust th.at you will 
give favourable consideration to the 
wishes of the association." 

He took it that the effect of the clause was 
to enable the water authoritv to manufacture 
and use eledricity-not only to manufacture 
and me it-but to supply it in any portion 
of the area, and he assumed, in the event of 
the Ipswich local authoritv deciding to estab­
lish electrical works, th~t thev wouJ.d find 
a possibility of the water board competing 
with them in the supplY of power and electric 
light. That might 'not be a reasonable 
thing, hut still the power was there, and it 
was not unnatural that the local authorities 
should object to that general power. Now 
electric light and power were provided 
for by a special Act containing many 
provisions, which not only set out the 
conditions unde1· which those undertakings 
could be started and car·ried on, but 
which also set out the necessarv safegu-ards 
for the public. If the, order ~·ere granted 
to the waterworks board under the authoritv 
of that Act. unaccompanied bv the sofe­
guards that the lav; nrovided. it SE'C'm0d to 
him it \\ ao an authoritv thctt did not extend 
th<> so fegua.rds "nd pr0ra utions provided in 
the F:lPctric Light and Power Act., as far as 
he had been able to find out. Therefore, on 
both grounds--

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLil' \VORKS: They 
have to g-et an Order in Council before the7 
can supply electricity. · 

Mr. lvlACART::'\JEY: Under this Bill? 

Th" SEl'RETARY FOR PcBLIC \VoRKS: Yes. 

[Hon. E. G. Theodore. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: He did not take it 
so. If they had to get an order under the 
Electric Light and Power Act, and it was at 
the discretion of the Minister to grant that 
order, then the position was ecsentiallv 
different. 

'rhe SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: That is 
the position. 

Mr. Mc\.CARTNEY: Then they could take 
it that this clause merely gave power after 
a'1 Order in Council had been obtained. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Exactly. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: He did not know 
whether that would meet the objections of 
the local authorities. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Yes: he 
was sure that they had misunderstood the 
position. 

Hon. vV. H. BAR!\ES: I am sure they have 
not. 

:Yir. MACARTXEY: If that was the mean­
ing of the words. the E-ffect would be that 
all thr provisions to which he had referred 
would apply when the Order in Council was 
granted. and thee,-, proviswns would not be 
ir:depondent. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR P"CBLIO VV'oRKS: It 
would b<> mbjPrt to whatever restrictions 
are placed in the Order in Council. 

:'\lr. ::\fAC.\RTXEY: He, would like to ask 
th0 '\TinistM if h" though(,, in view of the 
po&ition. th~t a construction order would 
be granted for Ipswich, or, say, for Bris­
bane? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 'NORKS: Not 
unless it wac. required for the purpose of 
utilising <W e,tablishing a hydro-electric 
scheme. 

Mr. 1\IACART::'\JEY: He wa' talking about 
that part of the order which would bring 
i \ into competition ¥. ith any schenw of the 
local authority. or any per~on or authority 
alread'' authoriFed to supply electricity or 
pov. cr. That seemed to be the po,ition 
they had to consider. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLW WORKS· 
It was a diificult question to answer offhand 
-whether a Government would consider the 
granting of an Order in Council which might 
possibly bring into competition the opera­
tions of this board with the operations of 
some other local authority which might be 
·nupp]:,in[j 'Tithin the are:t for which they had 
the Order in Council. It was not likely 
that the Government would grant an Order 
in Council which would ha.ve the effect of 
cnabE:1g one authority to compete injuri­
ously with another engaged in the same 
businos,-not that the granting of any Order 
in Council at present offered to the· owners 
oE it any monopolistic rights whatever. That 
was the position. He could not answer now 
what might hapjwn in ten years time-if the­
metropolitan board Jpplied for an Order in 
Council to ,upply in any part of their dis­
trict, c.upposing they intended to establish 
a hydro-electric scheme in connection with 
the 'Mount Edwards schC>me. However, it 
wa'· not likelv that perrr,.ission would be 
granted to 1ro into injurious competition, say, 
with Ipswich. or any lwal authority which 
had expended monev in establishing these 
v orks. Tho hon. member could be assured 
that the clause a' at present drafted would 
prevent the \Vater and Sewerage Board from 
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.o.ntering into the manufacture and supply 
ot electricity unless they got an Order in 
Council. The words "subject to any general 
Act in force for the time being regulating 
such matters or any of them" made it diffi­
cult. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Were they to understand 
from th: Tr~asurer's reply that in the city 
of Ipsw10h, tf the water authority wished, 
it might establish an electric light system 
m· any other electric system in the district 
with'! ut any n;fercnce. to the local authority? 
For mstance, m I psw10h at the present time 
then' was no electric light supplied to the 
town. Were they to understand from what 
the Treasurer had said just now that the 
Bill W?uld give. the water. authority power 
t,, go_ mto the c1ty of IpswiCh and establish 
electncal works and supplY electric light 
and pa>l('r without reference to the local 
authority? 

'The SF:CRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: No, 
they would not have that power. 

Hox. \Y. H. BARNES: \Yas this Bill 
going to enable the carrying out of the 
lighting works? 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc;BLIC WORKS: Xot 
unless they generate power cheaply. 

HoN. W. H. BARJ'\ES : The fact remained 
that quite a number of districts at th~ pre­
sent moment were held up bv reason of the 
Treasurer's refusal. ' 

The SECRETARY FOR PGBLIO 'WORKS: Well, 
the hold-up commenced under Your own 
Administration while vou were Minister for 
Works. · 

Hox. \Y, H. BAR?\ES : That is only 
a half-truth. In many cases the conditions 
1\ad altp~·ed very ma~erially. The other night 
tne Munster had satd there was no shortage 
of lighting power, such as kerosene. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: No. 

HoCi". W. H. BAR:'i"ES : The fact remained 
that a number of districts adjacent to Bris­
bane were going to be placed in a most 
awkward position unless thev could get 
authorit7 to providG light. That was a 
mattL,. of ver.r great concern to a large 
1mmber of the suburbs of Brisbane. There 
were people outside of Brisbane where it 
would be possible to have electric light and 
where Order·c in Council have b0en t~rned 
down, who were having to use candles to 
do their reading. Thev were obliged occa­
sionally with a pint of"kerosene. That was 
a correct picture of what was h:Lppenino­
to-da:'- Was this Bill going further to ti~ 
UJ! the ability of the local authorities to 
carry out their lighting works? The Trea­
surer had said they themselves would get 
authority to borrow, but the Treasurer knew 
that the loc:d authoriti('S could say, " Thank 
} ou for nothing." It was quite an impossi­
bility,and in addition it was most expensive. 
There would not be any very great objection 
to it if it wem in the near future, but it 
was in the long distant futur<>, and in the 
n;eantime they could hold up all proposals 
for lighting. He was afraid that the 
JI:Iinister was not full;' seized with the posi­
twn around· the suburbs of Brisbane. and 
he wanted to ask him to give consideration 
to the request which he had so abruptly 
turned down. 

Mr. MOORE: He understood that Ipswich 
was getting electric light, and he supposed 
that that was done under an Order in Coun­
cil. But it appeared that the Water and 
Sewerage Bc<wd would corr.e into competi­
tion very possibly with them. Otb.er Orders 
in Council had been refused to the same com­
pany to supply light to different areas 
through which theit· lines already ran. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WoRKS: There 
are two authorities supplying- power within 
one area in Brisbane. 

Mr. MOO RE: He was not suggesting that 
they were not, but the Minister sa.id a little 
whil<' ago that if a local authorit:; was 
ah·ead:v supplying light the board would not 
come into competition w;th them. 

The SECRETARY FOR I'GBLIC WoRKS: No. I 
said it was difficult to answer that now. 
The Government would have w consider it 
at the time. 

Mr. MOORE : It might be rather awkward 
if a company had e'tablished lighting in 
places like Ipswich at n g-reat deal of ex­
pense if the board could come in afterwards. 

The SECRETARY FOR PFBLIC \VoRKS: They 
know that they had taken aJI risks of com­
petition. 

Mr. MOORE : Th~n the Minister would 
not do it with a local authority but with an 
ordinary company that had an Order in 
Council? That was g-oing to ma-ke it very 
much harder fm· tho'e shire councils who 
wanted to get Orders in Council-on which 
he believed the MinistcT would have to give 
way. because there was certamly such 1. 

trouble over lighting. Companies were not 
going- to est-ablish nlants if they w,,.e going 
to have the "Water board coming in' and 
competing with them. It 'vas a ver_y diffi. 
cult quc,tion. They knew the difficulties 
with which people were putting up" and in 
some cases Orders in Coundl had been given, 
but if they were going to give an Ordet· in 
Council to a local authority and then another 
Order in Council to the water beard to com­
pete with them it w<:ts not likely that the 
people were going- to get light at all. He 
did not suppose that the board themselves 
would e'tablish lighting for a considerable 
time. They knew that in rrtanj' of the 
suburbs around Brisbane lighting was an 
immediate necessitv. Ho did not think it 
was necessary to ))oint that out <1fter the 
deputation which went to the Treasurer 
the other day. It was all very well to say 
that they had done without it fifty years. 
Perhaps fifty years ago or twenty or ten 
years ago they were <1ble to get k0rosene. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC WORKS: Thev 
had to put up with a lot of things-with the 
Liberal party. 

Mr. MOORE : 'rhe Labour Government, 
now that they were in, should study the 
interests of the people. He did not think 
that the Treusurer reali·,ed what difficult.ies 
the electric light would solve>. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS~ I think 
you ar0 u pessimist. 

Mr. MOORE : Ko. He knew the condi­
tions under which tlltl people were iiving, 
and when the TrE':J.sm·er made a statement 
that they had done without such lighting 

Mr. ilfoore.] 
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for fifty years, and consequently should do 
without it now--

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: I did 
not say that. 

:Mr. MOORE: That was om, of the rrasons 
or tlw excuses which the Minister gave to the 
dPputation. 

The SFCRETARY FOR PCBLIO VVORKS : vVhen 
you were proteoting a.bout the s,wful condi­
tions I L"emindc'd >on that thev hnd lived 
under a Liberal G'aYernment fo~- fiftv years 
without it. • 

_Mr. MOORE: ThPy got light un.:!er a 
L1beral GoYernrnent. 

The Si.CRETARY i'OR Pt:BLIC 'li\"oRKS: And 
when the got light they returned a Ls,bour 
GovernmPnt. (Laughter.) 

::VIr. MOORE: And had been in darknes., 
cYer since, and apparentjy they were going to 
rernain in darJcncs~, because the nlinister 
·vould not let them huve any light. He 
thought that if the:· got Orders in Council it 
was only· reasonable that they shouJ.d not 
b.:t, e c·.w1petition from th,, water hoard. 
It might be a joke to shires that had already 
got light to see others sitting in darkrteSR. 

Mr. F. A. CoOPER: 'Vhy are vou afraid of 
corn petition? ~ ~ 

Mr. 1100RE :' He 'Hts nut afraid of com­
petition if they coulrl· bring it in so that 
those people ·would est<tblish plants, ~Jut if 
they saw that they wore going to have com­
petition forced upon them they would not 
establish them. It was all very well for 
Ipswi<·h to sit back and say that other place, 
should not have it. He wanted to see people 
who were hungering for light get it in the 
mo~t <'conomical wa v. The Niinist"r had taken 
up an untenable position, and now he felt 
that as Tre.asurer he did not like tD go back 
on his. word. If the difficulties wore going 
to contmuc, some other means would have to 
he found hy which the people would be a.ble 
to get light. He could understand how the 
Minister had taken hi3 stand regarding the 
counti·y, because they knew that people in 
the country very often had to do without 
things, but when they got into the city they 
gcnnally found that the Minister was pre­
pared to give in. He '·hould make it as 
easy as poc oiblo to get it, and he did not 
think tha~ the princ!ple in the Bill was going 
to make 1t any ea•,Jer. It looked as though 
the people were going to be without light 
far too long. and the GovC'rnment should 
realise the need, of the public and not the 
needs of the past. 

Clause put and pa&3ed. 

Clauses 18 to 24, both inclusive, put and 
pa.:;:-ccl. 

On clause 25-" A 1nendm,·nt of Schedulr 
ll.''-

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
moYNl the omission. in ·iincs 18 and 19, on 
)J-agc 13. of the words "r or Ipswich] division 
?f the ME'tropolitan," with a Yiew to insert­
rn.c:--

" Brisbane i or South Brisbane or 
suburban Brisbane or IpsvvichJ division 
nf the M~tropolit-an and Ipswicl>." 

Amendment agreed to. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
moved the insertion. aftPr line 22, page 13, 
of the followmg words :-

"In the form in paragraph iv. of sub­

[ Mr. Moore. 

section four, after the word ' Metropoli­
tan' the words • and Ipowieh' e.re in­
serted." 

Amendment agreed to. 

Hox. \V. H. BARNES: Th" dause m&de 
provision for the new method of election, 
and he wanted to ask the ::\;[inist0r whether 
the rolls were going to be up to date. They 
all knew that it was absol!_ltelv necessary 
to haY c clean rolb \Yhat methotl wa's 
going to be adopted of makint; them up to 
date-of removing name that had no nght 
to he on and putting· un rm .. lt·'"' that ought 
to be on? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
rrho ho!l. Il1PI11ber \.YOu}d llfJticc, Oll pa.Q'e 4, 
clause 4, that the subject was dealt with a' 
follows:-

,,For the purposes o£ cv0ry election, 
it shall be the duty of the Principal 
Electoral Ofliccr, under the Elections Act, 
when and so often as he is required by 
the returning officer so to do, to CDm­
pile a voters' roll for the Brisbane divi­
siDn of thf' dictrict and a .-otcrs' roll for 
the Ipswich division of the ·district," 

and so on. The returning of!icci· had to 
co1npile the rolls fro1n the roJL~ con1piled for 
the State electoral pm·vose,. As the elections 
would take place in February, it was thought 
that the annual roll. would be used. It 
would br up to date. it would be " purged 
roll realh--the roll compilc·d for the year 
imn1·ediht<~ly preceding the- election. I-le 
thought that wou;u he cm'llently eati.ofac­
torv. It would be the latest State electoral 
rolL 

::\ir. J\IACARTNEY: The hon. member 
had mad0 a e':ctcment that there a, diffi­
l'Ulty in gctbng na~nes off the parlianlC'Ltary 
roll in case> ,v]wrc th,. <'lerturs hr·d Lfr. the 

district but could not be truth­
[9.30 p.m.] fully said to han' left the ':Otatf'. 

'I'hat was one c,£ the rew-ons 
why it was impossible to ck m the nlk It 
was important that the e]Pctions .-hould be 
held on clean rolls. He wouJ.cl like to know 
i~ the hon. gentl-e1nan had ··iycn any eon­
eiclNation to the tcchnicaliti<" said to 2xist 
ir, the Electoral Act, "~md if they y, c;re ,like!~ 
to be uyereonw so that tbe rolls cou:,: bo 
purified. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC ~WORKS: That 
is more <'r,ncv th~n l'·c,al. If the elcetor does 
not reside in Brisbane, he cannot record his 
vote. 

Mr. MACART::\fEY: 'Cnfortunately, the 
dead votBd sometimes and rhe living voted 
for otlwrs. 

The S~C'RETAHY FOR PUBLIC "'ORKS: That 
might be the experience of the Liberal 
party. 

3.1r. l\L:-\CAR1,::'\'EY: It \Vas the exr-.en­
enco of th~ hon. g-c:ntle1nan' part~,~. 

The iSITRET.\RY FOR Pum.Ic \VoRKS: It ;, 
n trangc• thjng that not ono con1plaint has 
been madr thi:-; session of an;· al!Pgcd mal­
praetie·cs by an~~ n1e111bPr on this ~~id". 

}\Ir. ='IAC \RT:--;EY: Thc•re were fr,rty­
c ic-ht ll1l'rnbers o:n the Goyerntnent si·do) and 
thev kn~w that anv information a,; to im­
!Wr·· cnation v. as mily supplied to the men 
who w~re r~turncd. 

ThB SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC WORKS: No; it 
is wppliecl to Lach candidate. 
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Mr. MACARTNEY: He had only been a 
defeated candidate once, and he was not 
here at the timP. He di·d not agree that 
there were no complaint>·. H knew thc.t in 
shearing districts and in sugar districts 
a largo number of names on the roll cmld 
be polled from Sydney or othe•: places, 
whether they were polled by the right man 
or not. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: You 
chould not make sugc:cstions unless there is 
s.orno ground for con1pla1nt. 

}Ir. J\:IAC"'\RTNEY: The condition of the 
electoral rolls should be such that anything 
of that sort should be reduced to a mini­
mum. They knew the condition of the rolls 
at the last election. They l-r,ew that th•_re 
were thcusand- of .names or1 the roll that 
had no right to be there; and although 
the GoYernm mt had been in dfice for three 
years they had done nothing to dean the 
rolle. c':s long as the rolls were in that 
conditio,:l inlpPrRonation was likely to take 
place. They asked for a reasonably pure 
roll, and that matter ought to be attended 
to. It only required instruction from the 
department to remove the trouble that 
cxi,ted. At the present time a man had to 
1nakc a dt•c:aration that an (-'J('ctor had not 
only left his elcctoratf'. bu~ had left the 
State, and they could not get men to 
make the declaration. He ,,.,"'. only a<ldng 
what was fair, and he honed that it would 
be attended to. 'I'hc objection raise-1 b:7 
the hon. memb,-r for Bulimba '"bout the 
preparation of the roll <•honlcl also receive 
considcra tion. 

Mr. ROBERTS (East 'l'oowoomba): He 
was surprise-d to hear the Minister say that 
there were no complaints about the state of 
the rolls in March last, because he had 
occasion to complain about thfJ rolls in his 
ele-ctorate; 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC vVORKS: There 
wae no complaint made in this House. 

::\lr. ROBERTS: Yes, complaints were 
made on a previous debate. There were hun­
<h·eds of names of electors on the roll that 
shculd not be there, and 400 of those voted. 
Su far those people were concerned, they 
ha<l lost their interest in that electorate. He 
thought that if the person in charge of the 
rnll was ,atisfied that an elector had left the 
ele-ctorate. then he should not allow the vote. 

Hos. W. H. BAR~ES pointed out that if 
an elector left Bulimba and went to Enog­
gcra. which was within reac.onable distance 
of the city, although outside his own area, 
h" should not be allowed to vote, and his 
name should be struck off. 

The SEcRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: If he 
i, enrolle-d for a new district, he is automati­
cally struck off his old electorate. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: But e\·en if ho 
were not enrolled for the new electorate, and 
hb was known to have left his old electorate, 
he should not be allowed to vote at this 
e!Pction. 

Clause 25, as amended, and clauses 26 and 
27, were passed with consequential amend­
m<'nts. 

'rhe House resumed. The TE~!PORARY 
CHAim!AN reported the Bill with amendments. 

The third reading of the Bill was made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at forty-five minutes 
after 9 o'clock p.m. 
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