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TUESDAY, 11 JUNE, 1918. 

ABSENCE OF SPEAKER. 
'.rhe CLERK announced the receipt of the 

following letter from the Speaker:-

" Parliament House, 

"Sir,-
9th June, 1918. 

" I have to inform you that I shall be 
absent from the State for some time, and 
that during my absence the Chairman of 
Committee> shall act as Deputy Speaker. 
Vide Standing Order No. 12. 

"Yours faithfully, 
" W. M.cCoRMACK, Speaker. 

" To the Clerk, 
" Legislative Assembly, 

"Parliament House." 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. W. Bertram, 

Maree) took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

QUESTIONS. 

PURCHASE OF SUGAR CROP. 

Mr. SMITH (Jfackay) asked the Acting 
Premier-

" 1. Has he come to an agreement with 
the Federal Government regarding thi> 
year's sugar crop? 

" 2. If so, will he inform the House of 
the terms of such agreement? 

" 3. Is it a fact that the Fe-deral Go­
vernment sought to impose terms which 
involved the legislative rights of this 
State? 

"4. In view of the shortage of ship­
ping, have any arrangements been ma,J.e 

to utilise the ve•,sels trading in Queens­
land watNs to the best possible advan­
tage? 

"5. Ha.ve any arrangements been made 
to make advances on sugar stored?" 

'I'he ACTING PRE::\UER (Hon. E. G. 
Theodor0, Chillagoe) replied-

" 1. N egotia.tions are still proceeding. 
" 2 to 5. Details of the proposed agree­

ment cannot yet h" given." 

'VORKERS ON M<ELBOROUGH-ST. LAWRENCE 
RAILWAY. 

Mr. KIRW AN (Brisbane), £on Mr. Peter­
son, asked the Secretary for Railways--

"1. Ha•• his attGntion been drawn to 
the statement appearing in the Press to 
the effect that men engaged at the Rock­
hampton Labour Bureau to work on the 
Marlboroug-h-St. Lawrence section of the 
North Coast Line are compelled to walk 
from 5 to 15 miles from Marlborough be­
fore enabling them to commence work? 

"2. If the report is correct, will he 
take steps to instruct the re,ident en­
gineer to make provision for their tran­
sit from :VIarlborough to point of em­
ployment?" 

HoN. J. M. HUNTER (Jfaranoa) replied­
" 1. No. 
"2. Yes" 

DA:\HGE BY CYCLONE. 
Mr. SW A YKE (J/ imni) asked the Secre-

+-"~--~ J:~-,- Tin~lTnnY•C" 

"-~. ~,-; \Vh~t· ·;i;the cost of repairing the 
damage caused by the recPnt cyclones in 
the Macka.v and Innisfail districts to the 
railways controlled by his department?" 

HoN. J. M. HUNTER replied-
" Cost lo date of repairing damage 

cause•d by recent cyclone and f!ood­
Mackay, £2,200; lnnisfail, £1,680; and 
repairs still being effected." 

SOLDIERS' INSTITUTE. 
Mr. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba) asked 

the Acting Premier-
" Following report of special commit­

tee of \Var Council on Soldiers' Institute, 
and their recommendation of an institute, 
preferably removed from the city, where 
returned soldiers m1ght be accommodated 
until they had reached the stage when 
they could reap the full benefits of the 
vocational training afforded by the Tech­
nical College or other form of repatria­
tion prov;ded, will he have inquiries 
m8ide as to suitability of portion 51, 
Gowrie E'state, and adjacent land, for 
such purpose; if the report is satisfac­
tory, will he offer such lands now held by 
the Crown to the Repatriation Commit­
tee to be used for such purposes?" 

The ACTING PREMIER replied-
" The matter will be considered." 

FLAG AT PARLIAMENT HOUSE. 
Mr. FRY (Kurilpa), for Mr. Sizer, asked 

the Acting Premier-
" 1. Is he aware that the usual flag was 

not hoisted over Parliament House on 
the King's birthday?" 

" 2. Was there any special reason there­
for?" 
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The ACTING PREMIER replied­
" 1. Yes. 
" 2. The reason was that the officer 

who~e dnfv it is to hoist the flag on 
public holidays was absent on military 
duty on that day." 

COST OF ADVERHSING IN " HALCYON" NEWS­
PAPER. 

Mr. GUNN (Carnarvon) asked the Acting 
Premier-

" vYhat sums of money have been paid 
to the ' Halcyon' newspaper for adver­
tising during the last nine months?" 

The ACTING PREMIER replied-
" I am not aware of any sum being 

so paid." 

TIMBER SuPPLIED BY STATE SAWMILLS. 

Mr. GU~~ asked the Secretary for Public 
vVorks-

" What quantity of timber has been 
supplied by the State sawmills to the 
farmers in the Stanthorpe district for 
fruit cases?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. E. G. Theodore) replied-

" 1,500 half-bushel cases." 

COST OF ALTERATION TO SANITARY CON­
VENIENCF9. 

Mr. GU::-.JN asked the Secretary for Public 
Works-

" 1. The cost of alteration and renova­
tion of sanitary conveniences connected 
with Parliament House? 

" 2. Cost of the septic tank? 
" 3. How much was paid for overtime, 

including Sunday work?" 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

replied-
" 1. £863. 
"2. £368. 
"3. £59 9s." 

PAPERS. 

The following papers, laid on the table, 
were ordered to be printed :-

Regnlations under the Elections Act of 
1915. 

Regulations under the Public Curator 
Act of 1915. 

Regulation. dated 23rd November, 1917, 
under the Workers' Compensation Act 
of 1916. 

Regulation. dated 17th January, 1918, and 
Order in Conncil, under the Workers' 
Compensation Act of 1916. 

Orders in Council under the Insurance 
Act of 1916. 

Second statement of rec<eipts and ex­
penditure by the Public Curator. 

ELECTION STATISTICS. 

HoN. W. N. GILLIES (Eacham) laid on 
the table a Return to an Or.der giving a list 
of the electorates, showing- the total number 
of names on the rolls URed at the general 
elections, and the number of votes recorded 
in each electorate for the respective candi­
dates, made by the House, on the motion of 
Mr. Macartney, on the 4th instant. 

Ordered to be printed. 

CABLEGRAMS RELATING TO 
SOLDIERS' PROXY VOTES. 

HoN. W. N. GILLIES laid on the table a 
Return to an Order showing-1. whether 
an:· cables containing soldiers' proxies were 
missing at 6 p.m. on 16th March, and 
whether any of these proxies were after­
wards polled, and how many; 2, the total 
cost of the cable s:cstem of securing soldiers' 
proxies; 3. the .date of the proclamation 
making provision for proxies by cable, and 
the number of absent soldiers who were able 
to avail themselves of the franchise and 
received their votes, made by the House, 
on the motion of Mr. Corser, on the 5th 
instant. 

SOLDIERS' VOTES. 

HoN. W. N. GILLIES laid on the table 
a Return to an Order showing-1, the total 
number of Queensland soldiers on overseas 
service who were entitled to vote at the last 
general election; 2, the total number of 
soldiers' votes recorded; 3, the respective 
numbers of proxies allotted to Mr. Ryan 
and Mr. Tolmie, or their respective de­
puties ; 4, the proportion, if any, of the 
soldiers on the various actual fronts who 
exercised their rights to appoint proxies; 
5. the facilitie,, given to the men in the field 
and in the trenches to appoint proxies; 6, 
the total number of certificates issued bv the 
Electoral Office authorising votes to be" cast 
by proxy; 7, the number of rubber stamps 
bearing the signature of the Chief Electoral 
Officer. such as used on the certificates which 
were in existence during or prior to the 
elections. made by the House, on the motion 
of Thlr. Fry, on the 5th June last. 

Mr. ThlACARTNEY : Are these papers to be 
printed? 

HoN. W. X. GILLIES : I do not think so. 

PRINTING OF RETURN. 

Mr. MAG\RTXEY (Too11!ono) asked the 
As·istant Minister for Justice, without 
notice-

" Has he anY objection to moving- that 
the returns which he has just table.d be 
printed; they are very short?" 

HoN. W. N. GILLIES (Rrrcham) replied-
" No. If the lender of the Opposition 

specially .desires it, I think we might 
print them in deference to him. I move 
accordingly." 

Question put and passed. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

TAXATION PROPOSALS-RECEPTION OF RESOLU­
TIONS. 

Mr. SMITH (Mackay), as Temporary 
Chairman, presented the resolutions from the 
Committee of ·ways and Means. 

The TREASURER: I beg to move-That 
the resolutions be received. 

Que·•·tion put and passed 
The CLERK, proceeding to read the resolu­

tions, 
The TREASURER suggested that they be 

taken as rea.d. 
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Is it the 
pleasure of the House that the resolutions be 
taken as read? 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

The TREASURER: I beg to move-That 
the resolutions be agreed to 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Before the motion is 
carri~d, I should like to congratulate you, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, on taking the chair for 
what appears to be quite a long period of 
time. I understood the Clerk to annour,ce 
that the Speaker would be abs3nt from the 
State for some time. I impposn that has 
been regularly arranged in the real Parlia­
ment of Queensland, although we who consti­
tute the Legislative Assembly of Queensland 
have not been consulted. (Laughter.) I 
sup pose, ho\' ever, that 1 cannot pursue any 
argument on that question just now. \Ve have 
been deb.tting thf'•e re,olutions for some little 
time, and have divided thereon in earnest 
of our objections to them on the ground that 
had there been r<'t"onable economy exercise<! 
by the Government there would have been 
no need for extra taxation. I need not 
traverse all the arguments pro and con 
now. I would like particularlv to point 
out the danger that we in "Queensland 
are likely to be in when competing with 
other State9 of the Commonweulth bv reason 
of our being the most heavily taxed State 
jn it. Our cntdprise-the enterprise which 
IS necessary to open up the State-which is 
only partly developed up to the present 
moment. nftcr all-and our businecs-that is, 
our business dealings in connection with our 
produce-is going to be hampered by reason 
of the fact that we are the most heavily 
taxed State in the Commonwealth. And 
when the Commonwealth taxation cOIYk'i 
along-taxation which, unfortunatelv, we 
must all recognise as necessary and jilst for 
the purpose of carrying on the war-we must 
find our position in Queensland unsatis­
factory. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IXSTRUCTIOX: 
Not by our taxation. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I do not think it 
can be said to be patriotio on our nart to 
attempt to impede the Federal Government 
in raising the revenue which will be found 
necessary for the condtwt of the war. By 
imposing this taxation on the people we arc 
going to make it more difficult for the Com­
monwealth to get the money which it re­
quires. As I have said, I do not think that the 
taxation is necessary, because the Govem~ 
mcnt has not exercised reasonable economv. 
Even to-day we have evidence of the great 
extravagance in connection with Government 
expenditure. A day-labour system is being 
persisted in when it is common knowledge in 
the State that the State is not getting full 
value for it. 

Mr. SmTH: That is not correct. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: The man in the 
street, the working men themselves, will tell 
you that the day-labour system has turned 
out a most cxtravas>:ant and most expens:ve 
method for the State. 

Mr. S'\fiTH: That is not the case. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I am quite prepared 
to admit that there may be instances in 
which day labour is justified, but to apply 
it in the indiscriminate and general manner 
in which the Government is doing, without 
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proper supervision, has resulted in such .a 
.ctate of affairs that I venture to say that If 
the inspector of works, that _is to say, the 
Government employees of this State, were 
allowed to expre,,., an independent and 
honest opinion a .• to what it is costing. the 
State to tarry out some of the nndertalongs 
by day labour, we would have an expression 
of opinion that would astonish the people of 
Queensland from one end to the other. Un­
fortunately, in our days that liberty is IlOt 
allowed. The Government employee is not 
allowed that liberty. 

Mr. KmY;.IN: He has more libe1·ty now 
than he ever had. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: No. A man who 
dares to open his mouth, whether he does it 
justly or not, if the Government disapproves 
of it, is liable to be turned out of the 
service. If a man is seen talking to a person 
known to be of Liberal opinions he runs a 
risk. (Government laughter.) Hon. mem­
bers may laugh, but I know, and I say 
ddih~ratel;;- that that is the position. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The 
hon. member will see, I think, that he is not 
dealing with the resolutions. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: For the moment, 
strictly speaking, I think I am, because I 
am showing where this indiscriminate mis­
application of moneys which accounts for 
the deficit for which this taxation is being 
raised, is to be found. For that reason I 
think it is perfectly relevant. I shall not 
continue that line of argument in any event, 
because it is not my desire to raise a long 
debate. But on the last evening on which 
these resolutions were before us, we had a 
matter-which was new so far as these pro­
positions are concerned-just briefly touched 
upon. I refer to the disallowance of the 
deduction in respect of Federal tax. Now, 
the hon. member at the head of the Trea­
sury takes up the position that the reason 
for it is that it is the desire to have uniform 
practice as between the States, and that 
that is a justification for the deprivation of 
the deduction. But the hon. member is 
not consistent. If he really raises that as 
a solid argument upon which the Chamber 
is to act, we might expect him to go further 
and say that the States also desire to have 
uniform taxation. 

The TREASURER : No. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: If we have uniform 
taxation it is all right, but if we do not 
have such taxation then it is not a jus tifica­
tion. 

'I'he TREASURER: We can have a uniform 
return, even if we do not have a uniform 
schedule of taxation. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: You cannot have a 
uniform assessment unless you have uni­
formity of taxation. 

The TREASURER: We can have uniformity 
of return. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Uniformity so far as 
it suits the Government, but in no other case. 
At any rate, I say that the deprivation is 
harsh. It is going to be seriously felt by 
the enterprising community and the people 
generally. The income tax is specially re­
fen·ed to, but I think that the way in which 
the clause is expressed will include the war 
profits tax. which, after all, is only an 
income tax, and the result will be that 

Mr. Macartney.] 
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perhaps in some businesses where a very 
large amount may ~e invo_lved, apart alto­
gether from the ordmary mcome tax, that 
deduction will not be allowed, and the man 
will have to pay income tax on his income 
without any regard to the amount he may 
have to p-ay for war profits tax or income 
tax. The indirect effect of it will be to 
reduce the revenue in some other direction. 
I don't want to take up the time unduly, 
but I do wish that the Treasurer would give 
some consideration to that aspect of the 
expenditure of the State's money, and also 
in connection with the points that were raised 
in Committee, as to the objection to the 
land tax proposals of the Government. I 
certainly take up the position that the resolu­
tion, ae it stands, ought not to go through. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I thought that 
the Hon. the Treasurer might have replied 
to the leader of the Opposition; but that 
has not been the case, and I want to ask 
him before these resolutions are carried, 
if he has gone int? tJ::e 'l':estion of what 
this increased taxatwn IS gomg to produce, 
becau e it seems to me that that is one of 
the questions that ought to be answered 
to-da>·. The public should be made aware 
of what amount is expected to be received 
from this increased taxation. As far as I 
remember during the debate, while these 
resolution~ were being considered in Com­
mittPe no information "dS given along 
those lines· and I think I shall be able to 
show befo;o I sit down this afternoon, that 
at le'ast there is reaoonable cause to believe 
that the amount which is to be brought in 
as a re -ult of these taxation proposals is not 
only going to wipe out the estimated dcfici­
encv-I think somewhere abont £i20,000-
on the pr< ,snt year, but in addit_ion to that 
it js going to cre~te a very brg ncst-Lgg 
for the coming financial year. I certainly 
think, seeing that indu .tr:"' is going to be 
taxed-indir<'' •tl:: and directly, too-as a re­
sult of thee;:, propoealc-and let me say they 
are bGing followed by other proposals in 
another direction, which the hon. gentle­
man',._ colleague introduced latA last "'3ck­
it seems to me thot the community generally 
do not know the amount of money that is 
going to be produced by this proposed new 
tnxation. I say emphatically that I would not 
mind so much if one were satisfied that the 
money wc,s going to be put to satisfactory 
uses; but, apparently, this money is going 
to be used for purposes which will allow 
tht' Government an opportunity to proceed 
along lines which, at any rate, will enable 
them to rro in for some of what I might 
term "wild-cat" ventures, presumably in 
the intuosto of the community. As a m,atter 
of het, there has been a very big slice 
taken out of both trust and loan account 
in connection with some of these ventures 
Df the Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
You said out of revenue, 

Ho"'. W. H. BARNES : At any rate, the 
hon. gentleman must know that this money 
is going to come out of the pockets of the 
people. \Vhere else can it come from? _Will 
it fh- dm1n from Heaven? I am exceedmgly 
sorrv that the( hon. gentleman's limited 
vision is so narrow that he cannot see that 
this is going to be a boomerang. that is going 
to turn round and hit the communit:: gene­
rally. I would not make that statement on 
the floor of this House if I did not believe 

[Mr. Macartne,y. 
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it. I believe it is going to be a boomerang, 
which in time is going very seriously to 
afl'cct the ' ,·kcrs of th3 conwnmity. 

'l'he SECRETARY JWR AcRrCcLTURE : A won­
derful boomc;rang, that ! 

Ho~. \Y. H. BARNES: I am afraid the 
Minister for Agriculture is inclined to be a 
little bit disorderly. All I can say is, that 
I venture to prophesy on the floor of this 
House to-day, that in the time to come it 
will be found that the community which 
havo helped ver~· materially in assisting 
the Fedora! Government to find the money 
to carry on war enterprises-and I believe 
that the majorit>' of the citizens of this 
State arc in ac(:ord with the Commonwealth 
Governm.ont in doing all they possibly can 
to assi't them in the war, and I believe it 
is the duty of every individual to loyally 
respond and do their vor}· be ,t in that regard 
-but I think I shall be able to show that 
the incrc" -eel taxation vvhich the Treasurer 
i;; proceeding to put upon the taxpayers of 
this couutr_,, is going to be something 
wbieh is ;:oi~.g to damage the Trea.surer 
himself with regard to futur0 nocdc. Now, 
mu I \n·nn~ in thinl;:lng this aft~rnoon, 
or am I ri:;h:c in thin:;:ing, that m the 
days to cnr•, th" obtaini;:g of loan money 
,,-ill be V0r'' ruuch more difficult than it is 
to-da·d I-belicy.- an.owe ·.ho thinks will 
r< tli;~ that su~h is likely to be the case. 
Am I nut rio-ht in thinkin'l' that the time 
mav comc--a~d I think I am in a position 
to ~bow it in con ncction with these taxation 
propoo,als-whcn the Treasure!' himself may 
ha':e to get even on to the local markt;t 
in order to find money t~ carry on his 
entcrpri'-es? I would not hc,itatc in nying 
thht the ontlook to-da-- is such that the 
l,;s,:bility i_ , xi<L>nt that that condition of 
thin <ss ma-.· COlJW to pa' J; and I v. ·mt to a~k, 
would it Pet be <lisaPtrous in the be~t m­
b•r, •h o[ thi~ State. if any enterprise·- are 
blor ;_eel in tlwir progrecs a•: the result of 
('an·:- ing r ~solution Buc!t us thc-,c? Surely 
QVOl', ~01~·: of us a~re0s thD.t thrre arr· some 
cnt.•rprisc _; th.·t arc bring c1.rriod on-take 
the r,,ilway:. if :;·ou will-that are ab 'Olutely 
"', ntial to the progrcs• of this groat State. 

The SI:CRETARY FOR PUBLIC lNSTRUC'TION : 
These arc not blockin:o; enterprises; they are 
going to compel cntcrpri:o. 

Ho"'. W. H. BARNES: Anything which is 
going to b;r ;'k the C'Jtcrpr ~~ '3 of Q_uoens­
land, c~pec'; ,],, from a ra1h1ay pomt _of 
Yie,v, i··~ goi11_r:; to be di~nstrouJ. I r~:.cogn1se 
to-day-and that thouTht is suggest?d by a 
que,tior aoked bv the hem .. memb.er fr_>r 
Mirani-that ono of the er;·ent,al thmgs m 
connection with ('um .lend is the PU' hing 
fon·.-ard of railway er: crr.rist'" in this State, 
and in connecting' links v~hich at tlw present 
moment are not conne,--ted. I b.Jlicve that 
thc,t fact is recognised by every member in 
tlw Hou "· But if \YC are goi'lg to take 
action which is going to block that, we are 
going to bring dis8stcr to Queensland. Then, 
dc-:>ling again with the need of money, may 
"\YO not find that. as a r~s~llt of tbis incrca~ed 
taxrttion, not oPlv arc w· going to block the 
finding of mon:Jv f.-=n~ rnr Dl~fT10nes-and I 
think we muRt all ndn:it that a 1 ri(e amount 
of money will have to be fouTJd for war 
purposes-but rtro we. not. going to blo_ck 
also monn· for entorpncos m t-he commumty 
which are absolutely C'sential to the com­
munity? We may tax banking companies 
and insurance comp;mics-and let me say 
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1wre that I have no inkrest whatever in a 
bctnking company or an insurance company; 
I have no fraction of interest in any one--

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: 'fhe National 
Political Council have. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I have no interest 
whatever in any one of them, but I will say 
that if c·ou are going to block people who, 
after all, are part and parcel of the enter­
prising community, then you are going to 
do a distinct damage to the State. 

The t:\ECRZ"TARY FOR Pt:nLIC IKSTRUCTION : 
That is all " if." 

HoK. W. H. BAR~ES: The Minister 
will forgive me when I say that, all through, 
his political life very largely has consisted 
of " ifs," especially in connection with some 
of tho•,e enterprises of a war nature that he 
has re ·contly had in hand. 

The SFRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC'fiON: 
They are all <m a solid basis of fact. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: However, I must 
proC;e-cd again; and I aFk the Treasurer if, 
when he rir.es, he will teil us the amount of 
money that he expects to get from these 
undertaking~? I "ant to ask him does he 
purpos.,> going along, for instance, in other 
direr:tium, such as the purch >se of l\1ount 
Hutton and pi Lees like that? Apparently, 
judging by the answer which wa' given to 
the hon. member for Carnarvon, there was 
stock bought there which was not existent. 
I want to know if the amount of money 
which at the prwent m01mmt hrrs already 
be0n stolen from truct and loan account is 
going to be incre~sed? Let it be under­
:;tvod, nearly a 1nillion of 1noney has bten 
paid already in connection with some of 
th'''e enterprises. Is that kind of business 
going to cnntinuo? If it is, it is going to 
be ab,olutely against the be-t inter• •"b of 
the State. The leader of the: Opposition 
made some reference to Queensland being 
the most heavily taxed State of the C ,, n­
monwealth. \Vhen I was 'peaking th•: other 

night the Treasurer said th t my 
[4 p.m.] statement we, not quih cc>rrr< ~. 

Perhaps as to the actual sum it 
\Vas not correct, but pro rata it Y ,1 corrc~ t. 
I h:wo taken out the fl'jur" showing lho 
land coiiPeted dnring the yc:n ended 
30th .Tunc, 1917, as compared with the 
a.moun~·- received in the other Sto.tc and in 
K c w Ze 'land. The figures a re from )1'' go 4 of 
the second annual report of the Com"1ic,,ionor 
of T:,xes for Qu·,·ensland. The amount 
collected was-

£ 
In Queensland 362.!'34 
In Kew South Wales 3 220 
In Victoria .. 374,522 
In South \ ustralia 139,371 
In Tasmania 83,593 

I admit th ,t in New Zealand the amount 
vms £713.118. 

Now, if the Tre.:,tsurer imposes th:is further 
and Pxtre1ne inC'ornc taxation, \Yith the suprr 
tax of 20 per cent. added, I want to a 'k the 
hon. gentleman how much it is likely to bring 
in. Auxn·ding to the fignr< '' given on page 5 
of the r0port of the Commissioner of Taxes for 
1916, omitting the tables dealing with tax­
payers paving from 1s. to £15 in income 
tax, I find that the number of taxpayers pay­
ing- from £1.5 to £45 was 2,73!i, the tot~l 
amount of their income:> £1,872.284. the 
total tax receiv<Jd £46,077. averaging £30 for 

ccch taxpayer. The total numbor paying 
under £81 5s. wc~s 620, the to' ·d in~omes 
£757,222, the total amount of tax £28 457 
averaging £65. rrhe total 11UlTih'T pa)Tillg 
under £210 "~,, 566, the total incomes 
£1,178,789, the tot·al tax £64,766, averaging 
£175. The total number of persons paying 
upwards of £210 "as 335, the tot d incomes 
:£2,748,074, the total tax £2l !_.'747, aYerag­
mg ovt'r £175. All the··.o are mronws from 
personal exertion. 1\ow if, under the ordinary 
Income ta""{, those arnount3 have boon re­
cci' eel, how much doc·s the Treacurer rc,IIIy 
e-xpect to reu~ive fro1n these prec,;ent pro­
posals? 

The TREASURER : 
announced. 

£420,000 IS what I 

IIox. W. II. BARNES: I a n sure the hon. 
gentleman cannot S!ly that he b:Iiove9 he 
will only rc_ceive £420,000 from these pro­
p_osals, e: peCial!y as they arc to be retro .pec­
l!ve. 

J'.lr. FoLEY: All the better. 

IIox. W. H. BARXES: I admit that hon. 
members on the other side c~o not nrc how 
much money tlwy give the Government to 
play duck, and drakes with but I would 
again ask tho Treasurer to inform the Hom'c 
ho\Y much he re• ally e,: poets to gPt from the 
various ~ourccs of l'OYt·nu0 that ho proposes 
to tap by thi, amending le.;islation. 

The Tm:;s-'TIEH: I haye already told you. 

HoN. IV. H. J3c\R::-.JES: Does the hon. 
g,0ntleman want the House to believe that 
ho is not going to get more than £420,(· :o? 
Is he not In: king proyision for increased 
e~~ponditurc duri11g the- finaiJcial Vf',,_r 
PiS-19? • 

The TREASLid'.R: It is rcasonablv r-0rtain 
that the expenditure wiJI not be 'IP-s next 
year than it is this year. 

HoN. W. H. B \R:'~E;'l: It i3 r. '"ourb]v 
c~:rtain that v.-ith a Go\¥ern;_lont 8ueh as 'NO 
now have in po,\,__~r th re will b,_, no atte:clpt 
n1adc to ke0p \Yithin our nu:an.;. But it is 
tLe dut0 of <' _,ery GoYermiH 11t i:J Au tralia 
b face the pn .iiii n •, hich ho' been laid 
b fore us hy th·-' F'edLral Th'' ·tL_~r and bv 
> l! thc,:c in i.ho CoiTilllO'~wca2Jl v;ho haY8 
studied financ•. It is our Uutv to reali 
that the position i~ a sorion,-, o~nc. I """;-ant 
to draw the attention of the Trensur.·r to 
another serious matter, and the.t is that all 
thi> increas0d taxation will ultimatelv affect 
the savings of the pc0ple. \Yhere is the hon. 
gentleman going to be if at anv time a v0ry 
big demand is made upon the '-'t.:tc Savinis 
Bank by people drawing their monev oi.tt 
in order to rneot their dues in otlLr ~diH~c~ 
tlons? That is exactly '''hat is goin~ to take 
place. I want to assure the hon. gentleman 
that I am not critici ing these datters so 
much b:; \\ay of criticising the Government 
as to ~ound a vvarning note, for it i2 nrce:::':3arv 
that .someone should unhc .it;ctingJ,, 'OU!od a 
\YctfDillg note US to the dange>rs e1c COm­
mUnity has to face. It i, very easy to g-o 
ahead spEnding- money and then find that 
the result is disast,,r and ruin to the com­
munit:v. The people who im·ariably suff<'r 
in such cases are tho e who are k1·-t able to 
bear it-the weakest in a fin,ncial sen "· I 
appeal to the Treasurer to look into those 
matters and to see whether he is not a·,king 
too much from the communitv undn· these 
taxation proposals. I be!icw lie can honc"tly 
cut down thc"··C demands and yet get all the 
money he wants. I am sure that, instead of 

Hon. W. H. Barn~~-] 
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getting £420.000 from his financial proposals, 
he will g·et a great deal more. That has 
been the experience right through all the 
financial proposals of this Government. 

The TREASURER: \Yhat leads you to think 
that I will get more than my estimate? 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I am led to that 
cunclusion by the fact that that has been the 
experience in the past. Sound finance is the 
very bedrock of good government. If the 
Government cannot carry on without impos­
ing exc<ssivcly heavy fmanciaJ burdens. on 
the people, it is going to be a sorry thmg 
for QuPensland. The Treasurer ought to 
place us in pr->·C'oion of the da.ta upon which 
h' ba 's hi3 C'timate, so that we may know 
exactly ho·.;· it is going to work put. 

The 'I'RK.\SURER: I hnye no objection 
to giving the hem. g>culleman the details he 
asks for. Thev were not aslwd hr while we 
~~-·erG consi:lrr.ing tho re5olutions, \vhen I 
should lulYC 'J<Pn happy to advance the de­
tailed in'ormation of the r -timated receipts 
undt:r tho Yariou taxation proposals. The 
dc·i-ail•< were giYcn in the last Financial 
Statement last. year, and th£ ,e Bills are 
almost similar Bill•'. but it has bcc>n neces­
sary, as the hon. mcr.1ber will c:t•-ily under­
sbnd, to make a revised e: timate in the light 
of the increased information now available 
to the Trer ur~·- It is expec led that the new 
incomP hx proposals ,. ill brin§r in an addi­
tional £190.000: the stamp probate and suc­
cession dutic,,, if passed in their present form, 
£100.000; and surer land tax £130.000; mak­
ing altogether £420,000. In arriving at the,e 
c·stimatc--. T hove had to be n.dvised by the 
opinions of the variom experts handling thoee 
particular revenues. The Commissioner of 
Taxes furnished me, after complete investiga­
tion, and with the experiPnce in his hands as 
the result of the asse~sments for this year, of 
the amount of taxes that he could expect 
under the new proposals; the officer in 
charge of ih13 probate duties also made his 
estimate. and the Commissioner of Stamps 
furnished the estimates I have worked upon. 
The le.1dcr of the Opposition raised a point, 
which it may, perhaps, bB more appropriate 
to di -cu-ed on the second reading and later 
stages of this Bill; <tt any rate, the point 
was raised as to th<~ unwisdom, in his 
opinion. of not allowing the income tax paid 
le the Commonv:calth as a de-duction from 
tlw income tax returnable to the State. The 
hon. member will recollect that when we 
were diecw,oing this matter in Committee, I 
said it \PS the r<'sult of a resolution adopted 
at t11e ofiit ·2r,,' conference, and afterwards 
confirmrd bv the various State Treasurers. 
This is the cresolution adopted on this occa­
sion at the oi!icers' conference-

" That incrnne t·tx is not a concAssional 
deduction, 'and the ,,Jlowanc" of such is 
contrary to the fundam~ntal principles 
of incon1e taxation." 

Mr. MACARTXEY: It is correct with regard 
to income tax, rut it is not a fair thinO' 
with regard to an outside body. ~ 

The TREASURER: .This resolution has 
particular reference to allowing Common· 
wealth income taxation as a concessional 
deduction. 

Mr. MACARTxEY: It is not a reasonable 
thing. 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

The TREASURER: The hon. member dis­
agrees with the unanimous opinion of the 
Income Taxation Commissioners of the 
other States. 

Mr. MACART"iEY: I am ready to 'disagree 
with thPm ec,·ory time on an unreasonable 
proposition of that sort. 

The TREASURER: The hon. member dis­
agrees with them on a reasonable proposi­
tion of taxation every time. Their object in 
this matter was the just object of laying 
down a fair basis of taxation. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I would rather accept 
your estimate as Treasurer. A long cours.e 
of practice m~kcs thr1n very avaricious; 
thoro is Gov0rnment influence. 

Hon. \V. H. BARNES: It saves thrm a lot 
of worry subsequently. 

The TREASURER: I do not think it mat­
ters one wav or the other to the Commis­
sioner for 1'~xes whether he gets £500,000 or 
£490,000. As a n·attcr of fact, most of the 
n1en, being 1nen of long experience in the 
public service, have a large amoullt of 
wisdom and a proper regard for the best 
interacts of the State, and would be very 
reluctant to recommend a system of taxation 
which was likely to bring hal'dship to anyonec 

Mr. MAC\RTC'I'EY: I do not think they look 
at it from an equitablci point of view at alL 

The TREASURER: The hon. member is 
wrong when ho says that they are ayaricious 
and rea-dy to grasp the last penny. 

l\Ir. ::\IACARTxEY: They arc tax-gatherers; 
they arc anxiou· to get it in all the time. 

The TREASURER: 'The Government are 
the tax-gatherers ; the;; are only the officers 
appointed to carry out the Government 
proposals. The hon. member for Bulimba, 
in his speech, seems to assume that we 
are pursuing a ·wrong course in imposing 
the extra taxation to meet the deficit, 
boc;ms0, in imposing this extra taxation it 
might in som8 remote possibility affect the 
Commonweaith war taxation. Apparently he 
thinks 've arc in such a position that \\"e 
need not ir£lpo e any extra taxation, and, 
therefore, need not embarra-,s the Common­
" ealth, ".S we would not be raising more 
taxation to meet the deficit. But what is the 
position'? If we do not raise more revenue 
by taxation to meet the deficit, we will 
have to raise ilhe money in some other 
way, and if it is not raised by rcve!lue 
it must be by way of loan. The Bills 
are to enable obligations to be settled, 
and if ,~e ·do not rai-;e the money by direct 
taxation, or some other form of taxation, 
we shall have to med the deficit by issuing 
chart-dated Treasury Bills, and thus taking 
j he money from the community somehow or 
other at a high rate of interest; and finally, 
proba.bly doing more injury to the Common­
wealth financing the war than by courage­
ouslv f<lcing the position and raising addi­
tional State revenue. I venture to say that 
we are doing less injury and bringing less 
embarrassment to the Commonwealth by 
financing our annual obligations in the way 
we are doing than if we were to pass them on 
and finance the deficit year by year out of loan 
funrl, in connection with which we have tc> 
f'O to the Commonwealth every year to raise~ 
the moncv. Then the hon. member seems 
to assume" that we are raising more taxation 
than we will requirE'. ThcrA is nothing in 
that contention. As I interjected, it is 
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reasonably certnin that the expenditure for 
next year will be as hig-h as it was for this 
y,,ar, and if the additional taxation is not 
imposed thoro will be relati.-ely the samo 
deficit at the end of the next financial year 
as there will be ut tlw end of this financial 
year, if we de> not got additional re.-enue 
Of course, I am not t,ddng into account the 
possibility of increased revenue in one depart­
ment or another, or the possibility of a 
steadier rate of incr<" ,sed expenditure in one 
·~le·parbnent or ar;othcr_;. but, ro~ghly ,;peak­
mg, w1thont the ImpositiOn of th1s new taxa­
tion, it is reasonably certain that there will 

. be a shortage at the end of next financial 
year; therefore, the imposition of this taxa­
tion, even though it is retrospective for a 
certain period, will not leave us any surplus 
at the end of next financial year, because, as 
the department·s extend the more the expen­
diture will grow. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES : And new billets arc 
created. 

The 'I'REASURER: The hon. member may 
call them "billets," but c0rtain positions 
have to be filled, and as more employees ar·e 
wanted to do more work, people have to be 
Oil gaged; wlwthcr vou call them "billets" 
or not, 'it matter> n~t at alL Tho hon. mem­
ber, when I wgge,ted that it is reasonably 
cf'rtain ~hat th~ <;xpcnditure next year will 
be as h1gh as It 1s this year, said, " \Vhile 
t·he present Government is in office that is 
certain." \Ve may quite easily understand 
that if the Liberals were in office it would 
not be ccrtain-I have not the slighte"t doubt 
they would lwep u'pcnditure down, and they 
would do it as they have done it hereto­
fore-they would reduce the departments, or 
screw down the wages of the employees or 
starve the hospitals. (Opposition interjections 
and dissent.) 'l'hey could save £170 000 by 
starving the hospitals for a year. The~ could 
save :£.130,000 by etarving- the State children. 
(Renewed Opposition dissent.) That is a 
simple nwthod of financing. But when we 
are in o!Hce. it is ceriain that cxnenditure 

ill be kept up for this year, for the reason 
that we Iecognise what our duty is to the 
State unployr·:>". \V c recognise what we owe 
to the hospitals and charitable institutiom, 
and what our obligations are to the poor 
and ~own-trod?cn. (Oppoeoition laughter.) 
That 1s the chffercncc beh, een the partv 
oppo'iite and this party. At any rate, I 
can honestly assure Lhe House that, without 
the ,Jightc·,t suspicion or tittle of extrava­
gance at all-and this Government has not 
bC'en guilty fJf anything of that kind-and 
without any laxity in the control of expendi­
ture, and, at t.he same time, with the proper 
exercise of our functions in getting in 
r0venue, it is not likely, even if these 
taxation Bills pass, that we shall have 
,, large surplus at the end of next year. I 
may say that, with reasonable caution, we 
hope to be able to balance the accounts next 
year if tlu·,,e Bills are passed; but we can 
only balance the accounts next year if these 
Bills, or some other measures which will 
bring in the same rrmount of money, are 
authorised by Parliament. That is the only 
bope of financing things next year; and that 
is why I strongly urge the Opposition to 
agree to thr· passing of the measures; and I 
hope that the Bills will meet a better fate in 
another place than similar Bills met with 
last year and the year before. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby) : I think the Minis­
ter who has just sat down will go down to 
posterity as the Minister for widows and 
orphans. I do not think he has ever spoken 
in this House when he has not mentioned 
them. Evidently, he has not yet got over his 
electioneering. The hon. gentlemr.n got up 
with the view of showing the House why 
we should agree to these resolutions, and 
in reply to the hon. member for Bulimba 
he attempted to show that if we did not 
get this £130,000 from the super land tax 
there would be "a shortage in the accounts 
at the end of the next financial year. The 
officers of tlie department, in calculating 
what might be expected to be realised by 
this taxation, no doubt gave a minimum 
estimate ; tney put the amount down at the 
lowest figure. 

'l'he TREASliRER : The estimate of the Com­
missioner for Taxes for the proceeds from 
the land tax is higher than our estimate. 

Mr. VOWLES: This super tax is retro­
spective taxation, and no doubt the officers 
of the department give the minimum amount 
which it mrty bring in under normal condi­
tions so that we must naturally expect that 
unde~ good conditions the amount received 
will be in excess of the amount anticipated. 
\Ve are ·also told that a man, in estimating 
his income will not be able to deduct what 
he has paid in rc .• pect of the same income to 
the Federal Government. The hon. gentle­
man did not tell us that at a meeting of the 
Federal and S'tate taxation officers they de­
cided that such a thing was not illegal. The 
Act is there, and they are bound to carry 
out its pro'visions. It appears to me that 
the spirit was willing to carry out those p_ro­
visions in the past and to charge taxatwn 
on such amounts, but that there was a very 
grave doubt as to whether such a course was 
legal and whether the imposition of this 
charge would not lead to litigation, and so 
the Government have followed the line of 
least resistance and propose to declare what 
is the law on the subject. We have here a 
proposal to declare that in t11e future the 
Commissioner shall have a nght to make 
this charge It is unreasonable that a man 
should be charged on a sum which is a com­
pulsory deduction from his income. There 
are manv other kinds of deduction omitted, 
and this" is only a detail, but it involves a 
principle and that is one reason why we 
should n~t agree to these res.olution~. There 
are many subjects of taxatwn whwh have 
not been. referred to by the Treasurer, and 
the,,e include the stamp duty a':'d the suc­
CP"sion duties and the increased mcome tax. 
Hon. members must agree that the land tax 
is not equitable taxation, because it only 
attacks one section of the community. I can 
never for the life of me see why property 
should be a subject of taxation when wealth 
is not taxed. if a man has his wealth in 
land, that land is taxed, whether it is pro­
ducing income or not. I hold that where 
men have wealth in another direction, in 
goods in scrip or in something else which 
may be produ~tive, and which is not de­
pendent for its productiveness on the seasons 
or other vicissitudes from which the owners 
of land suffer, it should be the subject of 
taxation just as much as land. With regard 
to the necessity for this taxation, that leads 
us to consider whether the Government are 
carrying on in a safe way, whether their 
financing is sound, and whether they are 
studying economy as they ought to do, even 

llfr. J7owles.] 
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under ordinary conditions. Buo we are not 
living under ordinary conditions; we are 
living under extraordinary conditions. The 
Premier and his supporter', when election­
eering, stated that good government is in 
finance, and when you find that the Govern­
ment with which he is associated are con­
tinually increasing taxation on capital, you 
cannot say that it is a good Government. 
Since .July, 1915, taxation has increased in 
Queensland by 1413. 7d. per head, in New 
South Wales by 1s. 8d. per head, in Victoria 
by 4s. 7d. per head, in South Australia by 
5s. 3d. per head, in Western Australia by 
2s. 8d. per head, and in Tasmania by 1s. 
8d. per head. 

The TREASURER: Look how equitable our 
taxation is. 

Mr. VOWLES: How can you call it 
"equitable" when the present Government 
have incr•'•ased direct taxation from £954,457 
in 1914-15 to £1.455,358 in 1915-16, and to 
£1,564.045 in 1916-17? Now they propose fur­
ther increaees, which will make the incceased 
taxation nearly £2,000,000. If these taxa­
tion proposals are agreed to and the new 
taxation is imposed, the Gove1•nment will 
get nearly £2,000,000 more from direct taxa­
tion that was received by the previous Ad­
mini,tration the last year thev were on the 
Treasury bench. Anyone ~eading those 
fignres must come to the conclusion that the 
pre::;ent Government are ver~~ extravagant. 
What are the public getting in the way of 
services from all this expenditure? \V e had 
trains running a leeser number of train 
mile'> last year than in any previous :year, 
yet ,,ome hundreds more men were emploved 
to run those trains, at a cost of 1s. 4bd. ·per 
train mile more than the service cost pre­
viously, and the men who provide the traffic 
for our railways are being penalised in con­
sequen~e. The people who pay this taxa­
tion naturally expect that theY will get 
rea,,onablG service from the Government. 
Are they P,"etting it? You examine the 
working of any department, and you will 
find that the services are not there. Y on 
have only to h<trk back to the annual report 
of the Commissioner for Railwavs to find 
that services are not being rende;ed by thP 
railwaY men commensurate with the monPv 
they receive. . 

Mr. S)JTTH: That is a slander on tho 
raibtay men. 

Mr. FOLEY: You are always slandNing 
the worker. 

Mr. VOWLES: 'It is not a slander on the 
worker. The Commissioner cannot run the 
railways as a blwiness concern, and he asks 
whether that is the result of political inter­
fercn0'' or of the introduction of the go slow 
policy into the working of the railways. I 
am not slandering the workers. The hon. 
member for Mackay has probably not read 
the Commissioner's report, or he would know 
that the facts are as I have stated. 

Mr. S}ITTH: As you stated? 

Mr. VOWLES: Yes; I ask the hon. mem­
ber to read the report again. IV e have 
Federal taxation looming ahead, and we an 
told that it is going to be heavy taxation. 
That taxation will fall on the same class of 
persons and the 5ame subjects as this taxa­
tion will be kvied on. Is it reasonable that 
we chould be increasing the State taxation 
for the purpo~es of extravagance pure and 
simple in many cases, when all the burdens 

[Mr Vowles. 

are to be put on people who will be bxed 
very heavily for a different purpose? These 
people will be taxed for war purposes, and 
we are asked here to tax them for the pur­
pose of carrying on the ordinary services of 
a, Government who are extravagant in their 
ordinary expenditure. Last year they had 
a shortage of about £250,000, and this year 
they will have a shortage of from £420,000 
to £430 000. In order to meet the deficit of 
last :vea'r we had to issue short-dated deben­
tures. But in this case a different method 

is adopted. It is not desirable 
[4.30 p.m.] that we should square the ledger 

in that direction; it is desirable 
that we should increase the burdens on the 
public, and if we are satisfied that the public 
are not in a position to bear those burdens, 
then I say we, •as an Opposition, should 
resist them. 

Mr. FOLEY : It is only on incomes over 
£3,000 a year. 

Mr. VOWLES : At present we are dealing 
with this £420,000. We are dealing with all 
forms of increased taxation-the succession 
duties income tax, stamp tax and land tax; 
and therefore I s"y that, as an Opposition, 
we are perfedly Lustified in asking that the 
Government should explain its position so 
th:.1t we should know what they propose to 
do in the future. Notwithstanding the fact 
that this super bx is to be levied-we arc 
told it is only to be for the term of the war­
the Treasurer told us that at the end of thn 
financic21 year he hopes to be as far behind 
as he is now. 

The TREASURER : I di,d not say I hope to be. 
Mr. VOWLES : Probably the hon. gentle­

man does not hope to be, but he expect' to 
be. If that is so, what is going to happen 
after the war 'vhen the whole of this taxation 
will automatically fall back? 

The, SECRETARY FOR AGRICiJL1'URE: He s:tic! 
he expected to make ends meet. 

Mr. VOWLES: H0 did nol say that. He 
said he expected to be just as much behind 
at the end of the financial year as he is now. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE and Go­
VERN2\!ENT l\1E21!BERS: He did not. 

Mr. VOWLES : He did. One of his 
reasons for saying that wns that he did not 
expect to get more than £420,000, the 
amount required to square the ledger as far 
as the deficit is concerned. 

There is another matter that I object to. 
It is one of the principles of taxation, and 
it is this: Under the Income Tax Act 
where a man sells his property right out he 
has to pay inc.ome tax on the whole of his 
c'ock. That is altogether wrong. I have known 
cases where very grave injustice is being 
worked mere] v becam,e of the fact that if a. 
man sold the' whole of his property in one 
yca1~ he had to pay incon1e t?x, ~s it was 
treated as profits. That principle 1s wrong, 
and that is a principle we should r;ot agree 
to in our legislation, Then, agam, as I 
pointed out previously, these, measures are 
not encourao-ing the introduction of capital 
into Queens!'~nd. When th~ war is o':er we 
will be the most unattractive State m the 
Commonwealth \Ve will have the most 
unattractive land laws; we will be the 
heaviest taxed State; and we will have 
taxation that does not exist in the other 
States. 

The TREASURER: More equitable taxation. 
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Mr. VOWLES : It will not be more equit­
able ; it wi!i Le more harsh, and you can­
not expect money to be brought into the 
countrv under those CDnditions. We have to 
realise' that the money that was available in 
the Commonwe-alth is now tied un in other 
directions, and yet we have, in the face of 
that, kqislation which is going to penalise 
the introduction of foreign money into 
Queensland for the purpose of developing it. 
The mau who brings money here will have 
to pay a higher tax than any person in the 
~ommo_n":ealth Jf h~ was spendu:g his money 
m a srmrlar drrechon. That rs altogether 
wrong. 'Ye should formulate our taxation 
in such a direction that if taxation has to 
be imposed, it will not be imposed harshly 
and will not retard the introduction of 
capital; and, whatever happens, we ehould 
see that the legislation generally will not 
make the conditions more unattractive here 
than they ure in the other States. 

The TREASURER : Do you know what the 
taxes are in New Zealand and the United 
Kingdom? 

Mr. VOWLES: I am not talking about the 
United Kingdom; I am talking about the 
Commonwealth. Including the taxation here 
at present, when thes_o measures go through, 
we wrll be the heavrest taxed State in the 
Commonwealth, and that should not be so 
because the money is not being spent in th~. 
development of the State. It is simply 
being spent in the creation of billets in many 
e.ase,. The hon. gentleman will my th~t 
they are necessary for the enterprises they 
have started, but we have instances of these 
enterprises such as were disclosed by the 
figures given <1 few days ago-that beautiful 
enterprise Mount Hutton, where nearly 50 
per cent. of the stock are ahead•." lost. repre­
senting about £30,000 in capital. "It will be in-
1Crcsting to know, on top of that loss, what it 
cost to run the concern, because every penny 
of that lo:'s has to be found in oth"Cr direc­
tions by taxation to make up the deficit. 
For these reasons I am opposed to the 
rPccption of these resolutions, and I trust the 
House will divide on them and that thev 
will not become law. " 

Tho SE0RETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION (Hon. H. F. Hardacre, 
Leirhhardt): There is an old saying that has 
como down to us to the effect that the 
Romans never learnoJ anything and never 
forgot anything, and that is particularly ap­
propriate of the Opposition to-day. (Govern­
ment laughter.) There thev are to-dav, hav­
ing forgotten the lesson of the recent general 
election, rehashing over and over again the 
''ame old story that they told us during the 
whole of the last Parliament, when they told 
us thnt if we wBnt to the country the country 
would rise up and \\ ipe out: this side of the 
House because of our incompetency with 
regrcrd to finance and our extravagance; 
with the result that we have returned with 
a bigger majority than ever, and the number 
of hon. members opposite has diminished. 
There is nothing surprising in that at all. 
They are fit tcd to be there, if we are to 
judge them by their criticisms of the financial 
admini;tmtion of the prc~ent Government. 
\Ye have the same old wail this afkrnoon 
with regard to extravagance, and we are 
told that in a time of war we should not 
increase our taxation per capita. Why, any 
common-sense man would think that that 

was the time when we should increase the 
taxes, because we can not avoid it. It may 
be that we have increased taxation more 
than some of the States, but we have not 
increased bxation so much as some other 
States-Victoria, for example, which not only 
had £1.000,000 deficit last year, but this year 
took £1,000,000 out of loan to carry on 
revenue affairs. 

Mr. KIRWAN: That is the high finance 
of liberalism. 

Tne SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTIO~: And they have increased 
taxation of all kinds as welL Everyone 
know, full well that this Government has 
had the most abnormal circumstances to deal 
with of any State of th<• Commonwealth, and 
of any time in the history of this State. 
\Ve not only had a drought to contend with 
in the first year of our Administration, but 
it was followed by floods, and they were 
followed again by floods and cyclones, with 
the result that we have had all those expenses 
on tup of the ordinary increases caused 
by the war, and yet we have not only 
managed the financial affairs of this State 
in such a way that if our revenue proposals 
had gone through last yf·Jtr, as they ought 
to have done, we would have had no deficit, 
but in spite of thede difficult times, we would 
have made the conditions of the people of 
this State more pro,perous than ever they 
were in our history. On top of those difficul­
ties last year, as hon. members should know 
-it is their own incompetency if they do not 
know-we raised the wages of the employees 
of the State by something like £750,000. The 
employees in every department of the State 
a re in a better position than ever they were 
before. That is what the critic:s of the Go­
vernment on the other side of the House 
call extravagance, but the only items they 
have been able to refer to have been-as 
pointed out over and over again by the 
Treasurer-in the way of reducing payments 
to widows and orphans, or to school children 
-(Opposition dis,ent)-the indigence allow­
ance, and payment' to mothers for their 
children, and so on. These are items of 
<'xtrasagance ! 

Mr. Slv!HH : The other side advocated a 
poll tax. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTI0:\1: The hon. member for 
Bulimba, in his kind of solemn warning, 
said that we should face the position, and I 
interjected that it was about time that 
member;; on the other side of the House 
faced the position and endeavoured to show 
this side of the House where we wore com­
mitting errors of extravagance, or \Vere 
showing signs of incompetence in any way. 
All h" did, however, was to deal with 
g2neralitir s, and say that if this happened, 
and if the other happened, it would be a 
terrible state of things, wouldn't it-if it did t 
He never gave us argument or fact to show 
it was likely to happen. I could not help 
thinking when the financial debate took 
place the other evening that such weak argu­
ments were put forward by the other side, 
that they would not stand a moment's criti­
cism in a first-class debate. (Opposition 
laughter.) It amazes a man to hear m.embers 
on the other side get np one after another 
and put forward arguments which the 
slightest pin-prick bursts into fragments, and 
that they should keep on using them when 
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they do not appeal to the intellect of any 
m an, and "hen they do not appeal to logical 
faculties of any member in thi" Chamber. 

"\Ve are told that this land tax is going 
to bloc~ industry, and that it presses upon the 
<'nterpnse of the countrr. But it is not going 
to do anything· of the kind. It is not " taxa­
tion of the people," as thev are comtantlv 
saying. It i•· not the kind "of taxation that 
has hitherto been imposed for the purpose 
of raising reycnuo, either hlre or in any of 
the other States. It is an entirely different 
kind of taxation, a kind that is more ad­
vanced-as I haye said, over and ov0r again­
than in any otlkr part of the world. \Vhy, 
QueenJaJJd is setting an example of enlight­
ened mPthods of gettmg revenue, a method 
wch that, if the Commonwealth ha~ fol­
lr,wed it, they would not fine! themselves in 
their difficulties to.day, and we as a people 
would h:ne been in " much better condition. 
We have shown how to get monrv without in­
jJ;ring industry and enterprise. Any man who 
studies political economy will know that our 
first-class writers and thinkers-men whose 
works are used at text-books in every univer­
sity, in every school, in every common ~chool 
-alt!10ugh hon. membe~s are not suffici@tly 
wcll-mformed to know It, aB they ought, be­
cause they set themselves up to be critics of 
finance-lay down the rule as irrefutable that 
taxation o'f Jand vnlues does not fall on 
industry of any kind. It only takes a sur­
plus value over thJ cost of production. 

::\1r. ::\1oRG.\X: Does the land tax increase 
rents? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
S'rRUCTION: So. it lowers rents. That 
~howB the absolute ignorance and the utter 
incompetence to criticise which exists on the 
other side. Why, the schoolmaster will tell 
you--and there is nowhere where he needs 
to be 1norc kt":"'\ n than an10nO"st n1emb('rs 
of the Oppooitinn-that it onr'; takes the 
OXle'S 01·er tlw or.dinmT rates of remunera­
tion. It is the C'<:CC'S ; aluc that is taken­
eometh_ing tho.t the landowner gets and puts 
mto his pock~t-.omcthing over the cost of 
production. 

Mr. Guxx: It increases the cost of livi~g. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­

STRUCTION: It decrr ·lSCo the cost of land 
and th~ '· alue of land is made, not by any 
ente;pnser. or farmer, not by any man who 
car;1cs on mduotry, but by State expenditure. 
It h the result of echools, of railways and 
other public activitie..; of the State ' and 
therefo:·e, it is . fair for the State to get 
somethmg- ?ack m the form of revenue. In­
stead of beu:g a tax on enterprise, it has the 
vrery opposite effect-of compelling land­
?wner~. who to-day in many cases keep their 
tand Idle a1:d block progress and industry 
and enterprise, to give up thcir land to 
someon~ who will use it. It encourages the 
production o: crops; it ns:-isb progress in 
every way. 

Now, with regard to the other tax-the 
income tax-it is so designe.d a' not to fall 
upon the average business man. It is to fall 
upon the big incomes which to-c!av in most 
cases are a direct result of the v. ar. · 'I'he war 
has played right into the hands of a large 
numbe.r of pocple in this State by giving 
them I.n?omr at the expense of the British 
authoritien and our own consumers. A mem­
ber of the meat commission, only the other 
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day, I think, pointed out that the "ar has 
caused an increased cast of cattle to such an 
extent as to put £130.000,000 into the hands 
of the cattle owners of Australia at the same 
rate of output as before the war. 

Mr. KIR\1 AN : And if the Commonwealth 
had put on that tnxation there would have 
been a revolution. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: It is fair that those who 
have been enriched by our difiiculties and 
by the difficulties of the rect of tho world 
should be wmpelkd to contribute something 
to carry on the affairs of this State; and 
.,o fD;r fron1 pre:::sing upon. i.ndustry, it doe~ 
not mcrease the cost of h vmg it doe:< not 
block enterprise, but only take; some of the 
extraordinary profits that have gone into the 
pockets of prhate individuals-at least who 
~re called private individuals-and put' them 
mto the coffers of the State to enable them 
to carry out the activities of the State. 

There is one reason why we should pao'R 
these proposals without the slightest opposi­
tion, and it is a reason which should apply 
to members of the Opposition as strongly 
~~· to members on this side of the House. It 
IR a do')P, fnndamental, constitutional reason 
\V e tried to pass thes8 measures last year: 
Tlwy were •,cnt to an?ther place, and rejected 
by " non-roprcoentatJvc Chamber. \Ve have 
been to the countr}, and have come back with 
an overwhPln1ing majority. The.3e 1nea~ures 
'":ere one of the big issues of the laet elec­
tcrm, and the people have therefore declared 
that thece must pa,s. In constitutional his­
tory, there have bef>n only two cases in the 
last two hunch·~d years where a non-represen­
tative Chambet in the British ·dominions has 
ever ·da rc.d !o reject the financial proposals 
of a recpomiblo Government when asked for 
to <'arry on the aE"airs of the Sta,te. One 
was in VrC'at , Dritain only four yc.ars ago! 

hen Lh:,·d (,cargo attempted to Impose­
as we 1~ave donc-taxatjon on land yalue;;; 
under the na:;w of the Peoplt"s Budo·et. The 
House of Lords rej._·dcc! the mcasur~. They 
v. ent to the country on it, as we went on our 
measures, and the p·:oplo reiurn.'d Lloyd 
Goorge ~nd his supporters with n majority 
to pass It through, and the Commons rirrhtlv 
insisted that when the people had spoke';, on 
that matt,•r, the House of Lord; should not 
dare to reject it again. \Ye arc in that 
position. \Ye have come back, a:ud say that 
we n:ust g-et ~his InOl<eo,. t~ . carry on the 
machmer.J of tne Sbtt,•, and IL Is the bounden 
duty of cl-cry member of this Chamber, no 
matter on what side he sits, to see that it 
goes through, with . .-ut the slightest endeavour 
to oppo'e it in any way. 

Hon. \V. H. BARNES: You are drawino- a 
very long bow; it is not correct. ~ 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTIOK: So far as I am concerned 
as one man in this House, I am going to d~ 
my utmost to see that they do go through, 
no matter what the consequences may be. 

GOVER::-.lMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: I hope that not only will we 
be able to carry them through, but that we 
will be able to carry on the affairs of the 
State as we have been doing it in the past, 
in such a way as not to unnecessarily impose 
taxation on any producer, but to make the 
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wealthy classes of this State, and the land 
monopolbt of the State, contribute their fair 
share to the revenue of the State in order to 
enable us to meet our expenses. 

II 0n. W. II. BARKES: Look up the number 
of firms that have been taxed. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I~­
STRVCTION: Something \\aS said the oth·cr 
day about patriotism. If there is one thing 
which has tended to prevent rccru i!in,<; in 
this State, in 1ny opinion, it is the attitude 
the members on the other side and their 
support_erc in the country have taken, when 
thcv w!ll nut even bear their fair ,hnre of 
hxation to enable us to ·~arry on the affairs 
of the Shtc. 

Hon. \V. H. BAR);ES: 
you ha vc been afraid to 
to advocate recruiting! 
true. 

Why, the hnlk of 
get on the platform 
You know that 's 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRCCTION: Is it anv wouder that the 
\\orki:1g classes of this c0untry b"gin to feel 
thct they are called upon to-comparatively, 
nt any rato-unfairlv sa.crifice t~.1emscJvr by 
giving their lives to' the service of tt·e war. 
1 hen members opposite and their floiends 
will not eacrifice themselves eYen to ccmtri­
but;nl.\ their fair share of Ltx'ltion to the 
countrv! I hold that there 'hrm!d he recruit­
ing; I have never gone back on that, I bavc 
always stood by it. At the same time I do 
say that it shows a very bad exampl•3 on the 
part of members opposite, whon"ver we try 
to make them do something to can·1· on the 
affairs of the State, to get up on every Gcca­
'ion and tr:v to bitterly oppose doin;- their 
duty to this country. 

GoVER:.!MENT MniBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. WARREN (Jfurrumba): It might be 
thought very presumptuous of me to criticise 
the Government, or any part\-, as far as th•e 
finances of this State ar'e concerned. 

1Ir. FoLEY: Why not? That IS yotu 
bu-iness. 

Mr. WARREN: am doing my bw;inc<s, 
t.Jo. I spent two years, praotirailv out of 
politic--.; but I maintain that the p;rty that 
is continually eating np expenditure b1 the 
cih-, wh•n the countrv roads arc in the state 
in which they arc, is 'doing wrong. I do not 
wi·.h to infer that thf' Gowrnment are doing 
it for party purposes; but th0 countrv this 
wet sea•,on h:ls shown that the lines o±' com­
nluniration, or the n1canP: of tra.vGlling, arc 
ab··olutely scandalous. If the Government 
to-day wer0 bringing in just taxation for the 
purpose of making the country a greater 
producer. then. I would say-in·espective of 
party or anythmg elcn-I would be with thmn 
absolutclv. But the money that is being 
raised b,; this taxation. wha.tever it mav be, 
is not being rai-~d for the purpose of making 
us a greator producer. In fact. from what 
I have sc0n since I came back to Australia, 
to my mind, the taxation is not tending to 
make the people more in love with the 
country. The high rate of wages, and the 
manner of working the State this last few 
years, tends to bring the people into the 
cities, and to reduce production. If the State 
and the Commonwealth will do what is in 
their power to increase production and re­
duce the price of living, I will be with them, 
whatever party they mav be. The Minister 
for Public Instruction sitid that the present 
condition wag due to the disasters which had 
fallen on this State. Well, there is no doubt 

that this last few years we have had disasters; 
but it is not the disasters that arc respon­
sible for the loss. It is absolutely absurd for 
anvone to get up and say that the state of 
the fina.nccs to-dav is the result of these 
disasters. It "·oufd be very easy to show 
the amount of !res through these causes. 
Could we be in a better and more prosperous 
state than 1ve arc to-clay? \V c are like so 
many ostriches, sticking our heads in the 
sand, if we don't recognise the fact that a 
prosperous counhy should ~e able to gover,n 
easily, if the Government will work ccononu­
cally. One of the hon. members on the other 
side asked for a specific case of extravagance. 
I know a case on the Maroochy River, where 
a piece of land is being resumed for the 
benefit of a bloat0d capitalist, at the expense 
of the State. Now, !"maintain th.at that ~s 
absolutely a wrong thin!'\· If this man IS 
being worked for and paid for by the State, 
then I say that we should not b.e taxed for 
that. I believe that Queensland IS absolutely 
the best of all the States of the Common­
wealth. 

The TREASURER: Under a Labonr Gov~rn­
ment. (Hear, hear!) 

Mr. W ARRE~: And I bcliev':' it should 
·be governed as cheaply. I mamtain that 

Queensland is not being governed as cheaply; 
that we are more expensively governed; and 
that the result is not so beneficial to the 
community, as is the case in the South. .It 
costs more, proportionately. I rr:ust admit, 
in fairness to those who are rulmg-and I 
want to be absolutely fair and. honest-th~t 
we have a longer length of rmlway, >:ne! It 
is harder to work it. But the convemences 
on the railwav are not so great, and yet 
thev are run a't a greater expense than they 
are' in tho South. 

Th" SECRETJI:Y FOR PuBLIC I"STRucno;;: 
The non-11aying line; are largely due to 
drought. 
~h. O'Sl'LLIYAK: 'Ihe land is not being 

u.ed. 
?o.Ir. W ARRE::'-1 : Land is not being put to 

its b-'st use only in the ~maller centres . 
. \long the :Xorth Coast .Rmlway there arc 
hundreds of small holdmgs that arc not 
b'"ing occupied. Certainly in some cases they 
arc owned by men who haye gone to do 
their duty. An hon. gentlem~n on the oth.er 
side wid that he did somothmg for recrult­
inrr. I would like to suggest to. \his Hou~e 
that theY all do more for rccrmtmg. It IS 
not a m;,_ttcr only of financE·, it is a matter 
of winning the war. I believe that all honest 
and loyal men will do so:nething to help the 
Empire in this hour of very great stress. 

Mr. HARTLEY: Do vou think it is worth 
making them pay to ,,":in the war? 

Mr. W ARRE~ : Yes, I do ; and I believe 
that the Government arc not paying too 
much It is not onlv the labouring man that 
is go.ing to the war. If it were. only the 
labouring man, the returned soldier would 
be treated more. liberally. They are not 
bein<>' treated liberally, and the Common­
w~alth and the State are equally to blame in 
this matter; it is not one, but it is both. 
ThE' Commonwealth is not doing its duty, 
and neither is the State doing its duty. 
That is the reason why 'there is much ]e;,s 
recruiting to-day than there would have been 
otherwise. I maintain it is our duty, whether 
wo have to go in for extra taxation or not, 
to help the man who has fought for his 
countrY. I stand every time for the poor 
man just as much as any hon. member on 
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the other side. I am not a bloated capitalist. 
I maintain that the soldier cnme·-, first and 
the poor man next. I will say without 
fear of contradiction that if the Govern­
ment fail to do their best for the men 
who have been-:~ .:;ars in many cases-away 
fighting for thmr country, then they 
are falling short of their duty. Now, I 
maintain that the Government of the dav 
is not doing that. They are not giving them 
the bc"ct that Queensland has got, but they 
are giving them the stuif that has been 
rejected for gmwrations. If the Government 
will take advantage of their chance thev will 
find every returned soldier and every honest 
man will be behind them-even the working 
men-in doing the best thev can for the 
returned soldic,r. Now, as far as this finan­
cial que,tion is concerned, I maintain that 
that is going to hit the country, and it is 
not going to hit the people who are living 
in luxury. We can see, every day, peoyJ!e 
who are living in altogether too much 
!uxur··. This is not going to hit those peo•Jle. 
The land tax is hitting the man wh~ is 
struggling with adver~'C~ circumstances. The 
hon. gentleman suggested that the Almighh 
h!id sent all those misfortuneq-. I can tell 
him that the man on the land is Ill- ays 
meeting: with thP~G misfortunes. I am a son of 
the -soil, and I knm·· what a man has to 
contend with in making hie living on the 
land. While I make no appeal for those wh'l 
are living· in Iuxnry-I know that in such 
a time of n<1tional stress thev will have to 
pay, and these taxes are ;,;traduced as a 
war measure-yet I maintain that the Go­
vcrnm<>nt f bould devote all their c>nerl"ies to 
increasing production, and should do all 
they can to help the men who are producing 
80 per cent. of the wealth of this State. If 
they are in earnest in their desire to heln 
the pr0ducers, the:' will do something to i~­
prove the roa-r!< of the State, which arc in 
:" most deplomhle condition and are almost 
Jmpassabk. Tf thev do that, thcv will be 
doing somdhing- that. will last ·and 'th'lt 
will help to make their name last too. 

Mr. MORGAN (Jfmil/a): I think that 
every hon. member who listened to the in­
telligent speech of the Secretary for Public 
Instruction will agree with me· that, so far 
as those resolutions are concerned, the hon. 
gentleman has made them just as clear as 
mud. (Laughter.) He told us that a land 

tax does not tend to increase the 
[5 p.m.] cost of l!ving, neither does it 

tend to mcreasP rents. I feel 
sure that thte. ex1;erience of the people of 
Queensland, hkew1se the experience of the 
people in every conntry where a land tax has 
been imposed, is that the views propounded 
by the hon. g-entleman are not correct. I 
am sur0 that the rreneral experience is that 
a land tax tends directly to increase rents. 

The 8EC'RPTARY FOTI P<IBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
Th<"n the values ought to go up. 

Mr. MORGAN: I can quote one instance 
in this city of Brisbane. The very moment 
the Government imposed their land tax one 
landlord, who previously had been a great 
supporter of the Labonr party, went to his 
tenant9 and told them that, as he now had to 
pay a land tax, he would have to increase 
t~eir rents so that he would be able to pay 
h1s land tax. I think the Minister will 
agree with me that people whooe rents are 
raised in that way are the people ·who are 
paying the land tax, and not the ownPr of 
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the property. That applies throughout the 
whole length and breadth of Queensland. 
The rents of shops in Queen street have been 
incrE:ased since the Government imposed their 
land tax, and we all know that the shop­
keeper passes on his increased rental to his 
customers, in the shape of increased prices 
for all commodities he sells. I am sure the 
Home Secretary, who sells a certain class 
of goods by retail, will admit that he passes 
on his increased rent to the purchasers of 
those goods. 

The HOME SECRETARY : I assure the hon. 
member that I cannot pass it on in my busi­
ness. 

Mr. MORGAN: I am sure that 90 per 
cent. of the goods the hon. gentleman sells 
are 50 per cent. clearer now than they were 
before the war, and yet he tells me that he 
cannot pass on his increased rent ! 

'I'ho SECRETARY FOH PUBLIC lNSTRUOTIOX : 
Prices are not higher because of the land 
tax. 

Mr. MORGAN: If I am not correct in my 
assumption, the only conclusion I can come 
to is that the hon. gentleman is not selling 
anvthing out of his shop. Everyone knows 
that the expenses of running a business are 
passed on to the customers. 

The SEORE'I'ARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
That is absolutely untrue. 

Mr. M ORGAN: The consumer knows that 
it is a fact. Everyone knows that the cost of 
all the necessaries of life has increased largely 
because of the increased expenses incurred 
by busieess men in carrying on their busi­
nesses. It is undoubtedly not the owner of 
the land who pays the land tax. 

The f'!r:CRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
Yes it is. 

Mr. M ORGAN: Certainly it is he who 
pays the tax each year to the Commissioner, 
but in all cases it is passed on to the 
people by business men. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INS'I'RUCTION: 
You are only saying it; you are not proving 
it. 

Mr. MORGAN: I admit that the hon. 
gentleman's contention is right, to a certain 
extent, as applied to the farmer, who has no 
voice in fixing the price of his produce. 
The shopkeeper knows exactly what his :>tock 
costs him; he knows the expense of running 
his business; and he knows exactly at what 
price he must sell in order to make his pro­
fit. Take the State butGhers' shops, for in­
stance. Thev know exactly what they have 
to pay for their meat, because they get it ::t 
a fixed price· they know exactly what the1r 
expenses are;' and they fix th~ selli!Jg price 
of their meat at a price wh!Ch w11l C?ver 
expenses and leave them a profit b""1des. 
That applies to the ordinary shQPkeeper an.d 
businPss man, too. But with the farmer 1t 
is quite different. Even in a good ~ason 
it often happens that the farmer carr10s on 
his operations at a loss. He may have .a 
good crop of maize, wheat, or whatever 1t 
m"y be, but the price he receives for his pro­
duce is such that he cannot make a profit. 

~Ir. HARTLEY: The profit goes to the pro­
duc<J agent. The hon. member for Bulimba 
can tell you something about that. 

Mr. MORGAN: Produce fluctuates greatly 
in price. That has been more than usually 
the case since the war began, because the 
farmer has been dependent almost entirely 
on marke~s outside Australia, and over those 
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markets he has absolutely no control. The 
r<>,ult is that the farmer does not know 
whether hie crop, after it is harvested, is 
going to be sold at a price which will leave 
him a profit, or whether he will be at a loss 
on his year's transactions; but, notwith­
standing that, he is called upon to pay the 
land tax. Has the land tax had the effect 
which the Minister for Education said it 
would have in so far as increasing the num­
ber of acres under cultivation? 

'l'he SECRETARY FOrt l 0 UBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
Of course it has ! 

Mr. MORGA~: He knows perfectly well 
that it is not so. I have travelled through 
many electorates, which produce more than 
perhaps all the rest of Queensland put to­
gether. 'l'he<e is going to be less land under 
cultivation this year than perhaps for the last 
eight or ten years. How does the Minister 
a<'Cotmt for that? Little or no wheat is going 
to be planted this year, and it is the s1me 
with production generally. The land tax 
has not had the effect of increasing the art'a 
put under cultivation. It ha' not had that 
effect in Victoria. The Minister for Educa­
tion, who profcwses to know so much about 
financial matters, and about the State of 
Victoria, ought to know that the land tax 
did not burst up the number of large e•,ta tes 
in Victorh that the people thought it would. 
It only had thi; effect: that while there 
might have boon a large estate ran as one 
concern in the name of a certain individual, 
it was transferred into the names of a good 
many individuals, and the taxation was got 
over in that manner. The same thing ap­
plies to Queensland to a great ext,ent. The 
land tax has not had the desired effect. The 
only thing it has done is to reduce the capi­
tal value of the land. I am now dealing with 
countrv lanck I do not know whether the 
land tax hac' had the effect of reducing the 
capital cost of Queen street property or not 
-I unrler·-tand that 11roperty has changed 
hands theru recently-I am referring more 
particularly to land in the country districts 
of Queensland, which the State should de­
pend upon for its production. The effect of 
the land tax ie to recluce the value of the land 
by 50 per cent. Many individuals have come 
to the State and struggled hard, as farmers 
do; they have not saved any cash and put 
it into the Savings Bank, but the wages 
which represent, perhaps, twenty years of 
work of the whole family is the capital value 
of the land. Thev were able to save before 
this Government got into power, and to get, 
perhaps, 1,000 acres of land, which is worth 
£10 an acre. I am now dealing with the 
lands on favourable portions of the Downs. 
But to-dav land h:.'" been reduced in value 
from £1o,'ooo to £5.000. 

Mr. KmwAN: 'Where are those places to 
be found? 

Mr. MORGA~: The result is that the 
wealth of the<c people has been reduced by 
50 per cent. It has also had another effect. 
Perhaps one of the sons in the family 
marrie~, and was desirous of going into some 
other locality, :.wd obtaining a selection for 
himself. The father who. perhaps, had th0 
10.000 acres of land in his name was able 
to, go into the bank and offer a security of 
£10,000 for a loan, either to further develop 
the property or assist his son to obtain a. 
selection ; but to-day he can only go and 
offer the bank a property of the value of 
£5.000. The result is that whereas pre­
viously the banker was able to advance 75 

per cent. on a capital value of £10,000, 
to-day he is "Only able to advance 75 per 
cent. on a capital value of £5,000. In con­
sequence, owing to the fact that land values 
have decreased, developmental work through­
out Queensland has almost ceased, and that 
is the unfortunate part. 

Mr. KmwAN: You arc a Jeremiah. 
Mr. MORGA:!';": The hon. member for 

::"-Jorth Brisbane always brings up "Jere­
miah" or "stinking fioh," but the only 
stinking fish is perhaps in the electorate ad­
joining his own. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order ! The 
hon. member must address the Chair, and 
cease to invite interjections. 

Mr. lYIORGA::"-J: I hope you will see that 
the hon. member for ~orth Brisbane is made 
to refrccin from interjecting. 

Mr. KIRWAN: There is no member for 
~orth J3ri,bane in the Chamber. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. mem­
ber for Murilla cannot expect me to protect 
him if ho invites inte.rj ections. 

Mr. M ORGAN: I will endeavour to do 
wh'iil.tyou ask, and I hope the ·hon. member 
for "Ih:isbano will cease interjecting. He will 
haYe an opportunity of dealing with this 
matter h;mself. As you get away from the­
more expensive land on the Downs and go 
further west, what do you discover? People 
went into these localities, •vith experience in 
other States, recognising that they were not 
going to be able to put a lot of money into 
the bank, but that the land would eventu­
allv become available. That was the ex­
pei:ience which prompted these . indJviduals 
to go away from railway commumcatwn, and 
develop lanJ which was rot previously pro­
Juctive. They said that if they took up 
scrub selections in these localities, and made 
them productive. thev ''onld some day be 
Yaluable. But the J\Iinister for Education 
does not believe in the increase of the capital 
value. 

Tho :3ECRET\RY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
It is unearned increment. 

Mr. M ORGAN: In connection with 90 per 
Cc•nt. of the farmers who have sufficient to 
live upon to-day, they have not made their 
money out of the produce they hnve sold. 
The amount of produce which a man was 
able to take off his land each year only paid 
his debts, but he became richer owing to 
the fact that his land increased in value. 

The SECRETARY FOR P-cBUC INSTRcCTION : 
At the expeme of the public. 

Mr. MORGA 'J: What about the P:Jlicitor, 
the doctor, and other professional men or 
busiDC'S people in the cities who make 
mouey, not out of land. but out of .the 
,,,,;rvices th"Y render? The;; become nch. 
They Elay ha vc £.'.0,000 worth of scrip cm.d 
money at fixed deposit, and they escape th1s 
taxation. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRCCTION: 
It is not unearned increment. 

Mr. M ORGAN: I do not know what you 
think the value of a certain professienal 
man may be. If you think a professional 
man is copable of earning £100 or £50 for 
ono hour's work-if you do not call th~t 
unearned increment, I do not know what 1t 
is. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
We get at him in this taxation. 

Mr. Mor,qan.] 
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Mr. MORGAN: You are taxing him only 
in one direction, and you are taxing the 
man on the land in two directions. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRcCTION: 
No. 

Mr. ::'110RGAN: The point is this: take 
thB :820,COO o£ scrip that a professional man 
mav ha Ye. \Vhen -, ou tax that you do not 
r~d-uce the value 'of that scrip; bnt tho 
moment vou tax the farmer on his £10,000 
worth o( land, you are reducing the capital 
by 50 per cont. and up1c: ards. You arc mak­
ing tho c·omliiimlc' of the man on the land 
"o hard that, instead of remaining and en­
couraging his sons to re1nain on the land, 
he is endeilvouring to ecluca.tc them for a 
prdL•<oional or some other career in the city. 
It muot be admitted, not only in Queen·lancl 
but throughout . \.u,tralia at the prc u1t tin_w 
-in fart, I will go so far as to say even m 
eonnectiou with the Liberal party-the in­
ducement o-ivcn to the man on the land is 
not such a~ to encourage his sons to remain 
on th0 hnd. The rf'sult is th:ct the cities are 
l.:uilcling up-the head is too large for the 
hcclv-and the whole thing must C\ entually 
crumbb. We are killing the goose that 
lays the gokler. egg, and are not encourag­
ing men to go out West. The hon. gentleman 
mav laugh ; I sunpose he recogni~es, as some 
other peopje roc~gnise, that the farmer is a 
goose to a grc·at extent. He goes out and 
buries himself and his children in thrc country. 
It will be interesting to learn how many of 
the 600 pupils who have gained scholarships 
in the recent examination are the sons or 
<:'.aughters of farmers 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! 'I'lw 
remark, of the hem. member are not relevant 
to the question before the House. 

Mr. A10RGAN: I am dealing with the 
matter of the land tax. If the land tax now 
proposed is not impo6cd, those people will 
not have to struggle to the extent they have 
to struggle at the present time. Owing to 
the fact that ihe finances of the State arc m 
such a cleplorablP condition, our strcDts arc 
not properly protected, so that there is a 
dauger of accidents occurring. I had an 
cpportunity on Sunclay--

The DEPVTY SPEAKER: Order! 

J\fr. l\IORGAN: I wish to rPfcr h this 
matter, became I believe that owing to thll 
fact that the financial position of tho Govern 
me,Jt is un· atisfactory they could not afford 
to 1Jay po1icc1nen to--

The DEPVTY SPEAKER: Order! Th., 
hen. member cannot discuss that subj cct ; he 
can only speak to the question b._fore th~ 
House. 

Mr. JHORGAN: I bow to your ruling, Sir. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon 
member will haye :mother opportunity of 
referring to that matter. 

Mr. :MOD.G AN: I understand that in con­
nection with resolution·' of this sort grie.-ances 
can be ventilated, and as the matter is one 
'':hich affects the finances of the State, I 
thought I was justified in referring to it. 
However, as your ruling is against me, I 
shall not pursue the argument. The position 
the Treasurer finds himself in to-day is due 
tf! the fact tl-.at the Government have not 
bEen economical in their expenditure. It has 
been pointed out by financial experts in the 
Press that the Government o£ Queensland 

[2lfr. ilforgan. 

:>re following in the footsteps of the late 
Labour Government in Western Australia. 
They are following in the footsteps of t)lat 
Ad>ninistration as far as State enterprises 
arc concerned. \V e know that the Labour 
Government in 'Vestern Australia brought 
that State to the verge of insolvency, and we 
k'1ow a].o that we are on the verge of in­
Eo!• encv notiVithEtanding the statement of 
the Mi;}fstcr for Education that there is more 
prooperity in Queensland to-day than there 
lias been at any previous period. 'I'hat pros­
peritv is a false prosperity. I admit that 
people :ue suer cling more money to-clay than 
they ever spent in a_ny previous perio;d. of 
their existence; I admit that people are hvmg 
better than they did ~;hrco or four years age;; 
rut we must remember that many more mil­
lions of pounds of money have latel,r: been 
spent in Australia than has been spent m any 
p·eyious period of her history, and that the 
roekoning will come shortly .. As ;;':'rely as 
night follows day, tho reckonmg will come 
to -~ mtr:1lia very shortly after the war ceases. 
TLen we chall know whether the people are 
1:1nre prosporons than they Wf"'re previous to 
the war. Then, owing to the extravagance 
oi the pre;ent Government, we shall ex­
twrianco a fin,mcial crisis, and we; shall see 
whether the wage-earners or workmg class~s 
or the capitali~ts will 6Uffor most. It IS 

generally the working classes y;ho ~u.ffer to 
the greatest C'dent in a financ1al cnsrs, ":nd 
history has a pec':'liar habit of. rep~atmg 
itself. \Vhat I wrsh to emphasise Is the 
argument that the Treasurer is asking for too 
much increased taxation at the )Jrc"'.l'llt time. 
If he had · rerhwed his proposals by one-half, 
they mio;ht hrtYo been rcceive·d with reqpect 
by · the taxpayer" of Queenslan~, bu_t this 
taxation is too cxtrava3'ant, and m this way 
it offer; enccuragemcnt to another Chamber 
t.o reject it, a' they did. o!' a pr~wious oc~a­
sion. I hope that thr· li:Irmster '.nll recogmse 
that we haYe lar~er rcqponsibilities to meet 
no·,v than we ever Mhad tu face in any previous 
period of our history, 11;nd that those resp.on­
cibilitir·.; are likely to mcrease. That bemg 
;:o I think it is the duty of the Government 
to' bo as economical D9 vossibl~, and no~ iryM 
crease t:1xation on the peor1le, unlc~,.s It IS 

a1•,alutely necessary. 

l\Ir. ELPHIKSTO:NE (O:r 1ey): Li-,tening 
to the speeches of hon. gentlemen oocupy!ng 
the Treasury bench, one would almost thmk 
that every member of the Opposition was 
putting impediments in the wa v of these 
taxation proposals going through. -''-.s ono 
member of the Opposition, I should hke to 
state that it is not t.nation we are cm;nplain­
ing of, but it is the e.xtravap-ance wh10h has 
occasioned that taxation. \'i e do not c~:ml­
plain of the medicine that is being applied, 
Lut we do complain of the excessPs w~ich have 
occasioned the malady that requires that 
medicine. I have listened to one or two pet 

phraies which members on the 
[5.30 p.m.] Government benches are . con-

, tinnalh- trotting out. One IS the 
reference to the 'starving of ho•,pitals and 
State children whenever we mention anything 
which means economy. Another is that we 
are slandering the workers whenever we 
speak of anything which tends to:warcls 
efficiency. That is not the way to arnve. at 
what the Government wish to accomplish. 
Hon. members opposite must know perfectly 
well that they have not got a monop_oly. of 
all humane instincts. Members on thrs srcle 
are just as desirous of .doing a fair thing 
with regard to the hospitals and the State 
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children as the Government are; and with 
regard to the workers I contend that the 
members of the Opposition are just as sincere 
in their desires concerning their welfare as 
members sitting on the Government benches. 
But "1\ e comider we are not doing the worker 
justice or leading him in the right direction 
if we t<,ach him that extravegance is a right 
thing, and do not show him whither extra­
vagance will lead him. The Treasurer stated 
just now that. the only way of facing the 
present situation is to boldly and courage­
ously face this taxation. ·was that the view 
the Treasurer took when the question of the 
sinking fund was conoidered in this Hou-0 
some time ago? Did he not rather refer to 
examples in other Shtes to justify what he 
proposed to do in Queensland? I have lis­
tened to the comments of the Minister for 
Education, and it was very enlightening to 
listen to some of his criticism. He tn lks 
about Queensland's example as being the one 
outst-£nding feature of this State. \Vhat I 
would point out i'<, that if extravagance is an 
example which all othHs ought to emulate, 
then I quite admit that Queensland is pre­
emir;,nt. But what this Opposition io out to 
do is not to put impediments in the way of 
recruiting; not to hinder the Cummonwealth 
in the matter of imposing taxation, but to 
try and teach that s. stem of economy which 
every businc,ss 1nan knovv·s to be ncce!,sary at 
the present juncture. \Ve contend that our 
first duty in the matter of finance is to assist 
the Commonwealth to meet its war obliga­
tions, and W•" contend that to introdure taxa­
tion of this sort, which is th0 outcome of 
extravagance, is not the wav to rte,ist the 
war, neither is it the wav to 'ae~ist the Com­
monwealth to meet its e'<penditure. I am 
quite prepared to admit that certain hon. 
members on the' opposite side of the Home 
a.re getting fed up with this argument. but 
that does not help us to meet the position. 
~his is not the time to get fed up ; it is the 
tnne for f'x.tra energy and cxtr.a economy. 
Another question I would like to me'1tion is 
this: I would like to t•mphaticallv denv that 
i~ is the wish of a.ny member of this O'pposi­
tlon to reduce the wages of the worker. It 
is always trotted out, whenever we mention 
economy, that we wish to reduce the wages 
of th0 workers. All ''"e ask is that for the 
protection of the worker and for his future 
welfare, he shall be taught th.1t efficiency and 
hmw:-t work are necessary where he gets high 
wages. It seems to me that these propo .• als 
and all proposals that emanate from the 
GoYernment regarding taxation, are based 
on "etting money h,mcstly if you r:1.n, hut 
get 1t. I >Yould like to cndorc:e the remarks 
of the hon. member for Bulimba when he 
stabed that the Treasurer is likelv to obtain 
a very much higher income from 'these hxa­
tion proposals than he thinks and I would 
like to suggest and endorse ;vhat the hon. 
member for Bulimba has said. that if these 
taxation proposals can be reduced in these 
times of strain in other directic.ds, that we 
will be in quite a sympathetic mood if the 
Treasurer will consider it. 

I would also like to endorse the remarks 
of previous speakers that these tax:ction pro­
posals are most certainly going to retard pro­
duction; that if the finanical position is 
carefully and faithfully reviewed it must be 
apparent that it is only by increased pro­
duction that this State can meet its indebted­
ness; that if we go on importing as we are 
doing a.t present, in excess of dur exports, 
the time must come when we cannot face our 
liabilities. The great thing that this State 

and all other States of the Commonwealth 
have to face is the matter of production. I 
would like to refer to the experience of 
Canada. During the past few years Canada. 
has exported £210,000,000 more than it has 
imported, which means it has the wherewithal 
to meet all its outstanding liabilitie> and 
overseas debts. The position of this country 
is quite the reverse. \Ve are importing more 
than we export, which means we must live on 
loans, and we are further, as I have already 
mentioned on a previous occasion, eliminating 
what is considered to be the usual precaution 
in financial measures. by wiping out a sinking 
fund, and we shall shortly be in the position 
of having to apply to Great Britain to r•new 
loans, seeing that we had made no proYision 
t.J redeem them in the ordinary way. One 
thing I ,,,;ould like to refer to is this : that 
if you go on persistently incveasing ta'i:ation 
on th{' producer you ultimately kill his desire 
and his wish to succeed and increase his 
business, just as the union system has de­
ere .. sed the desire of the worker to exercise 
his every faculty and do something in excess 
of his next door neighbour. It has brought 
them all down to the one level, where they 
have no de<ire to succeed or improve their 
conditions. It '"·ill have the same efft'ct upon 
the produc•Jr. If he is going to be taxed, and 
taxPd to such an extent that whenever he 
succeeds beyond the usual he is going to be 
taxed out of existence, then you kill his 
de-ire or wish to succeed and incre11se pro­
duction. 
· If this deficit had been occz.sioncd by means 
which ha.d meant an improvement of the 
State gc-·wrally, then no o11e would ha nJ had 
anv criticism to lodge against it. If, for 
instance, the Government had spent this 
money in creating roads- which would feed 
our raihva1.;.; and a~·.ist our primarv pro­
ducers, or on conservin!l" water which 

0 

would 
ho of yery great ass1sta.nce in timt:< of 
drought, which are alwa:--s recurring, or in 
assisting in the conservation of fodder and 
grain to prevent this State looking for im­
ports of grain in timc>. of drought, then 
there would have been no <Titicism launched 
at their proposals. It is bec,use tho money 
has been spr·nt in directions which we con­
sidC'r unnecessary and extravagant that we 
raise these criticisms, so I trust that hon. 
members on the Government benches will 
listen to these suggestions and try to remem­
ber, as I try to remember, that there is not 
a monopoly of brains on any one side of the 
House. I have come here to try and adYance 
a.rgumc,nts which will assist in benefiting the 
State. but if all these affairs, as seem' to be 
the ea e. are to be determined in a house 
outeide the Chamber, then it SC•'n1S on0's 
efforts are wasted and one's criticism lost; 
but I hope wiser counsels will prevail, seeing 
that this is a time when the brains of all 
parties are necessary to conduct the affairs of 
this country. I hope the members of the 
Government will pay due attention to some 
of the arguments vce have advanced in all 
good faith and sincerity. 

I would like to refer to one mattPJ' in con­
nection with the income tax proposals which 
was referred to in Committee. We advanced 
the argument that every man who has a 
woman dependent on him should be allowed 
£50 exemption when arriving at the super tax. 
The Treasurer, when meeting that ar:"ument, 
said the £200 exemption was created for that 
purpose. I do not think he could hav8 given 
the matter the consideration it deserves, 
because it stands to reason that if the £200 
exemption is meant for that purpose, then 

Mr. Elphinstone. J 
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the single man ;,, getting exactly the c- ,me 
adYantago as the Inan ·v?ho has a won1an 
<lerJendent on him. I do a k and wi,-h the 
Treasurer would consider that propos<tl a.; 
it certainly will be of a"sistance to thooe ~vho 
have large, demandc, on the·m and on whom 
this super tax will fall a" well. 

Mr. SWAYNE (Jiirani): Before these 
resolutions are recorded I should like to say 
a word in protest. First of all, I would 
like to congratulate the hon. member for 
Oxley upon the speech he has made, and I 
would also like to briefly emphasise one point 
that he dealt with. That was the question 
of exports and imports. There is no doubt 
that we in Australia, for years past have 
not been doing as we should in that l:egard, 
I do not want to labour the question, but 
you cannot repeat too often, that unless this 
Commonwealth sells more than it buvs, just 
the :;ame aJ with any farm or busineS'o not pro­
ducmg ~nough to_ pay its wa0', it is e;oing to 
become msolvent m the long run. My fear in 
re:;urd to these taxatwn nropc··<ls is that thev 
will sniously discourage 'production. There {s 
a _feeling J?revailing that the producer is 
bemg penahsed so that the workers in other 
industries will have a soft time. There is 
no doubt about it but tbat feeling is o-ettin"' 
very common in the farming district~ and 
it has led to a disinclination to put' land 
under cultivation. During the discussion 
that has taken plane, it has been asked over 
and over again, when we have urged that 
this taxation is largely unnecessary: \Vhere 
would you economise? What would you do 1 
Well, I do not know that it is our particular 
duty to point out where economy can be 
effected. We are not holding the reins just 
n9w, but I f<:cl quite sure that if we were, 
w1thout hurtmg a'nyone, without reducing 
wage3, we could economise and do without 
the wecessity of this additional hxation. 
Several matters have been mentioned as to 
where economy could be practised, some 
of them small and some of them much larger, 
We will take for instance this Public Works 

Commission which has been travelling through 
the country reporting on public works never 
likely to be built. I have a case in point in 
my ov:n mind. ThPre is a group of settlers 
in my district who are faced with ruin 
becausP the mill tramline they have been 
using has been removed. For some years 
past the matt-er has been before the Govern­
ment, and promises of favourable considera­
tion have been made by one Minister after 
another, At any rate, the thing came to a 
head last year and the Public Works Com­
mission went up there-three or four mem­
bers drawing their daily allowance for ex­
penses, steamboat fares and so on. They 
went very fully into the matter, took a lot 
of most useful evidence, and it was proved 
right up to the hilt that this railway was 
needed. 

Hon. W. N. GrLLIES: You went to the 
M:inist,?r and aske-d that it should go there. 

Mr. SW AYNE: I am not saying anything 
against the commis'lion. They did their 
work faithfully and well. But what is the 
use of it 1 rt is simply throwing money 
away. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I am 
afraid the hon. member is not dealing wi>h 
the resolutions. 

Mr. S\VA YNE : I am pointing out where 
economies could have been effected, economie• 
which, if they had been carried out, would 
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have largely done away with the need for 
these proposals which the House is a'ked 
to agree to. 

Hon. W. N. GILLIES-: How would you build 
the railway? 

Mr. SW AYNE : The unfortunate part of 
it is, we are told, that owing to the want of 
money the ruih"ay is not going to be built. 
I have the matter still before the Minister, 
and I hope that even at this late honr he 
1nay fl<'D hi3 way rlenr to do so aething. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order ! I 
would point out to the hon member that 
railways are built out of loan money, and 
that he will have an opportunity of dis­
cu,sing that matter later. 

Mr. SW A YNE : Quite so, but I take it 
th11t the expenses of that commission are 
paid out of revenue. 

Hon. \V. N. GrLLIES: You practically said 
that v. as one of them. 

1\Ir, SWAYNE: What I am arguing is 
that the expenditure was unnecessary, eeeing 
that no matter what the report was, there 
was no money in the loan fund to build 
a railway. The two things go together. 
Now, since then the commi.ssion has had 
a long tour up North, and I take it they will 
report on other railways, other public works 
up there which \vill all be charged to 
reY<'mw, but nothing will come of it. I do 
think that that was rne way in which money 
n1ight have been ;,an'd. bePing th&t there 
was not the slightest possibility of the works 
being carried out. Their expenses and fees 
might have been saved. 

Hon. W. N. GrLLIES: They get no fees. 

Mr. SW A YNE : I notice that the leader 
of the Opposition dealt in his opening re­
marks with the question of day labour, and 
that is a far bigger question than the few 
thousand pounds involved in this commis­
sion. Even a very small saving in each 
case would aggregate a huge sum, and I 
rlo say that the way in which work is 
being done on the railways is becoming a 
by-word. For instance, one example h>ts 
just come into my mind. Travelling through 
m:v electorate, it was pointed out to me that 
under contract or pieqc-work-it was more 
piece-work than contract-sleeper blocks were 
being got for £16 a hundred. Apparently 
that was not in accoraance ,,,ith the policy 
of the Government, and the day work system 
was substituted. Sleeper blocks are now 
costing something over £30 a hundred. I 
may not be quite right in my figures, but of 
this I am positive-that those figures will 
show that these sleeper blocks cost double 
to procure by day work that they cost by 
piece-work. Now, that is a thing that may 
happen on a job costing millions of pounds, 
and, if continued right through, '11c !ES Lrge 
sums, and it is easily seen how the money is 
thrown a\\ ay. \Vjth re~ard to rcvr>nlH?-, we 
comr> to the question of the s,chools which \Yere 
wrecked in the cyclones in the North. They 
have all been repaired by day labour, and 
I say that no matter how good the workmen 
may be and no matter how satisfactory the 
dav wm:k mav be under certain condition':, in 
the cases o( a good many of these little 
m1tside job~, the work could have been done 
a good deal, more cheaply under contract. 
It means that the workmen had to be taken 
some distance, and under the award the 
cost of sustenance of men taken a distance 
iB 6s. a day. There is another way in which 
I say that money was wasted, only recently. 
This insistence upon day work for every 



Ways and _]Jeans. [ll JUNE.] 207 

[it,tle job, no matter how far remote, no 
matter how out of the way, no matter how 
bad the roads may be, may cost the State 
a considerable amount of money. Just to 
give you an instance of how these expenses 
tot up, I can mention a case which came 
under my notice when driving into Mackay. 
The roads were impassable for anything but 
horse vehicles, and I came upon a motor 
car, stuck up. Its occupants were the forE>·· 
man, or whoever the oflker in charge of 
day labour works in that district may be, 
e,nd an inspector from Brisbane, who were 
going out to see two small schools which 
had to be repaired. This is a revenue 
matter. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order ! The 
hon. member is now disCl!Esing details, not 
the resolutions. 

Mr. SWAYNE: We have been challenged 
to show where <>conomy can be effected. The 
total of these repairs amounts to a large 
sum, and even 10 per cent. upon that sum 
comes to a fair amount. In the ca~e I have 
mentioned two little schools were being 
visited, but the same thing applies right 
through. I am simply giving an instance. 
Tho,e two caE;>s perhaps involved £100. 
The officers had already been up once, and 
this was apparently to have been their second 
visit. They could not get out, and, after 
great difficulty, had to turn back. I sup­
pose the cost of the car alone was anything 
from £3 to £5-I suppose the cost of the 
car alone would come to nearly 5 per cont.­
leaving out of the count the time of the 
officials. Under the contract system, the 
department could have made their speci­
ficettions a,nd their estimat0, and one visit 
\<ould have bee-n enough until the job 
v. :ts sLlrtPd. That is the sort of thing that 
is prevailing all through. and I sny that 
if the matter were looked into properly, it 
would ho found that very large sums of 
money are being wasted, both out of reve:-1ue 
and out of loan fund-being thrown away 
for the sake of this insistence in every ca+<e, 
regardless of circumstances, on day work 
in,stead of contract work. There arc many 
other waV'J in which economy could be 
effected. ·Already, in the last Parliament, 
I think, our taxation was increased bv some­
thing like £600.000, and nO''' in the very first 
days of this Parliament we have further 
taxation proposals. Sb far as I can see, 
the Honse was only called together for the 
purpose of passing them, and it is going 
to hav~ a bad effect on Queensland, end 
upon everybody, and I do not think we 
would be domf: our duty if we did not n ake 
our protest u?alrc:.:t it. 

Mr. GUNN (Carnarvon): I think the Op­
position would be neglecting their duty if 
they did not get np on an occasion like thi~ 
and say what they think as far as the 
fimmces of the StatP are concerned. It is 
all very well to say this is only a temporaTy 
t-a>:ation, just brought in for the time being 
and for twelve months after the war. Our 
experience is that when wagecs are risen 
they never come down again. The cost of 
living goes up, and wage> have to be main­
tained at the higher rate to meet the in­
creas~d cost of living. So it is with taxation. 
If you incrr<1se this taxation, we will get 
used to spending the mon0v, and the ta,~ation 
will go on for all time.~ I know the Govern­
ment says the necessity for it has been 
brought about by the war. The war has 
nothing to do with the States. The Federal 

Government minds the v. ar, and they have 
all tho taxation to impose '' ith reference to 
the war. Of course, I know that machinery 
an{] railway material might have gone up 
somewhat in price on account of the war; 
but we must remember that this Government 
has over a million more in revenue than any 
Government ever had in Queensland, and 
they ought to be able to make the lodge~ 
balance. 

The TREASURER: \Ve have more than a 
million's worth of liabilities also. 

:>h·. G UN::\f : Well, you cm make liabili­
ti, , easily enough. You can spend money 
in all sorts of extravagant ways. 

The TREASURER: \Ve could avoid the 
liabilities by stc.rving the public services. 

11r. GU::\fN: What I want is to avoid the 
liabilities bv saving. We are to1d that in a 
time of wa; we should not waste, we should 
save. \Vel!, our Government comes along 
and wastes more. 

The TREASURER : Is it a waste of money to 
relieve the hospitals? 

::'.1r. GUNN: No, it is not a waste of 
money to subsidise the hospitals; it is a 
right thing to do; and also to see that the 
raihvay employe.os get proper \Vages for 
what they do. But it is not a right thing, 
for instance, tn spend £10,000 or £12,000 on 
sanitary convcniPnccs for this House, that 
under the old Tory regime for the last forly­
two ye:us h.we been quite good enough. 
You see that .. (>rt of thing right through the 
managrm1ent of this Government from begin­
ning to end. There are 1notor-cars right !ftnd 
left, increases cvrry\Yhere, joy-trips down on 
the" Lucinda." "\Ve cut out the "flummerv," 
as it is called, at the opening ceremony' of 
Parliament. Tlut was to save the country 
extra expense. But no sooner had the 
Governor's deputy opened the House, than 
a]] the Labour party went ·down the riv~r on 
an excursion on the "Lucinda." That is the 
way to save the money ! It is " spoils to 
the victors" ; not saving money at all but 
giving one another billets. (Governme;;t 
laughter.) Louk at this Works Commission! 
That is another way of spending money; 
having a Works Commission to report on 
railways which they admit they have no 
money to build. And a political W orb Com­
mission at that ! Su1 oly t,J goodne~s, if it 
were going to be of any value it ought to be 
composed of people who understand what 
they are doing--professional men. The hon. 
rnc•n1bcr for Bri ,banA, so1nt~ 6f'~~sions ago, 
'a:d that if onlv he was Commi· sioner 
for Raih'a)'-, he c~uld save half a million of 
money. Where is that half a million of 
mono~· saved? The railways never were in 
such a drplomble conditio~ as they arc at 
the pre•o•'nt time. 'Ve are losin,;. mono; 
hand over fist with our raih;ays. O~r timbe-r 
y,u·ds were suppo,,,,d to be another wet;; of 
F\aving money. They are losing 1noney on 
them, and exporting all the timber out of 
Queensland to the Southern States for the 
mnking of fruit cases; and our farmers can­
not buy fruit cases at all. I don't know 
how it is, hut this has been the most extr-ava­
gant Government we have ever had, and we 
are not getting value for our money. I quite 
agree with the, Treasurer that it is nece"'ll'V 
for him to square the accountR. H0 hae 
made a me;s of thin[rs; he is getting hehinrl: 
and h0 has to tax the neonlP to sauare his 
accounts. But whether he is doing it in the 
rigbt or the wrong way is another 'lli~'Rtion. 
I think he is -wrong as far as tl10 land tax 

Mr. Gunn.] 
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is concerned. The idea of the Secretary for 
Public Instruction is that the land tax will 
make land cheaper. I admit it does make 
land cheaper ; but it takes a way the man's 
security and he cannot get the advance he 
could before from the bank. Also he said 
that it would make more land go under 
cultivation. 

The TREASURER : Do vou want dear land 
for the farmer? · 

:\fr. G UC\N : It has not forced more land 
under cultivation. Less land has been under 
cultiYation Finco the land tax was brought 
into force than before-far lesq, Then, again, 
the Ministee £'tid it would make food cheaper. 
Eve1· since it has come into forc0 there ha·~ 
been clearer food every year. This has had 
comething to do with the land tax, because 
pc.)p]e arc going off the freehold land and 
arP gain.~ into grazing and other industries, 
and are neg!c ·ting the land. This land tax 
is fdling on th,, ,hould.•rs of the fre0holders; 
it is not fallin' on those of the leaseholders. 
This hmd taY, ·in prarcice, has raiJcd the cost 
of li1 ing md not decreamd it. There is also 
thP idea that there i'< no harm in taxing the 
big man. It is ct!l v~ry well, as long as it 
is " the oth :r fellow" that is to be taxed. 
1\n hon. gentleman in the Upper Housc-11r. 
Crampton-thc other night, speaking with 
rdNenco to this taxation on the Address in 
Reply, 'aid that the increased taxation was 
a v!'ry gcDd thing i'o long as it got the 
profito0r; but when it came to the " Daily 
Sbndard," h , said it was wrong altogether 
-th>tt they h ·eel, or \\'ore likely to· make, 
profits since the war, and he could not see 
why the war profits tax should apply to them. 
It was very wrong for it to apply to the 
"Daily Sbndard," but it wa, anite right 
for it to apply to everybody eloe. That is 
the \Vay all round-" might is right." As 
Jong as they are in powe1~, and have the 
power, lh•y will maim " the other fellow" 
pay. It is "spoils to the victors," every 
time. Ther. is another Yery pernicious prin­
<'iple of this taxation, and that is in not 
l.•ing allowcc! to deduct whatever we pay to 
the F<'deral Gov0rnment by way of income 
tax. I suppnsp tl1at " inco1ne tax" \Yill aJ,o 
include the war profits tax. Now, the war 
profits tax this year means 75 per cent. of 
all your profit, 

The TREASUHER: No, it does not mean 75 
per cent. of all your profits. 

Jl.'fr. GL:NN: 'Yell, 75 per cc·nt. of the war 
rrofit. l\ ow, that acts very unfairly, in 
sr.me instances. Take a man who has had 
three bad :rears befo're the war. He is a 
grazing farmer. He has no income. Then, 
on account of good seo,sons-he has borrowed 
money in the meantime-he is making a 
r-rofit. That is called "war profit," and 75 
per cont. of it has to be taken from him. 

The 'I'REASUTIER : \V e are not responsible 
for that. 

Mr. GUNN: You 
part of it. that he 
deduction from his 

The TRMSURER : 
Federal Parliament 

are responsible for this 
is not allowed it as a 
State income tax. 
Your friends in the 

are responsible for it. 

Mr. GUNN: Our friend in the Federal 
Parliament who introduced it was Mr. Higgs, 
and I always thought that he was a Labour 
rnan. 

The TREASURER: H'c did not introduce that. 

[Mr. Gunn. 

Mr. GUNN: I beg your pardon, I have 
it in "Hansard." I was going to point out 
how unfair it is-some of this taxation. A 
grazing farmer who had good seasons three 
years before the war would make a big profit 
a.nd woul·d have no taxation at all under the 
war proftts t tx, and it does not affect him 
when he come3 to the deduction under the 
State incvme hx. I do not obj cct to the 

railway men or any other public 
[7 p.m.] .,e,·vants getting a fair rate of 

pay. I do not object to expendi­
ture for the support of State children or for 
any other hm11anitari ,,n purpose ; but I do 
object to wa,''.c, md I think there has been 
a great deal of waste in many .directions since 
tl1is Gon'r•·mcnt came into power. If they 
'vero nwre earcfu 1, there would be no occa­
sion for this incrcas<'d taxation. Increased 
ta~ation is all Yer:: well, but, after all, it is 
go1ng to come bark on the \vag-e-carnor. 
What is the good of high wages being 
awarded }.: the Arbitration Court if there 
is no work' for people to ·do, and if you aro 
going to drive c •. pitrrl out of the country, a' 
I think the Go1 •·rnment are ·doing? That 
will be +he r<>stllt. There will be plenty of 
men looking for work and nothing for them 
lo do. Wn,;e, v.il! be high, but what is the 
good of high wageS if you cannot get them? 
I predict that that is what is going to hap­
r,on in the futur•'l. a1ecl it "iil be the end of 
this Government when that come·, about. 

Mr. KIRWAN: It has already happened in 
Victoria, where there is no Labour Govern· 
ment. 

Mr. ROBERTS (East Toowoornba): The 
Secretary for Public Instruction accused 
hon. members on this side this afternoon of 
hindering recruiting. Now, we on this side 
do not object to taxation in connection with 
carrying on the war. The point is, that 
war taxation is entirelv a matter for the 
Commonwealth Govermnent, and we know 
that they have foreshadowed, and have al· 
ready imposed, taxation which will fall very 
heavily upon the people of Australia. The 
Treasurer says that under these proposals 
he expects to get the small amount of 
£420,000; but we must not forget that this 
Government have already imposed taxation 
each year since they came into office. During 
the debate it has been pointed out that 
that additional taxation amounts to between 
£500,000 and £600,000 per annum, and now 
on the top of that the Treasurer. proposes 
to levy another £420,000. It is on those 
grounds that we on this side object to this 
extra taxation. In 1915 the taxation in 
Queensland amounted to £1 Ss. 2d. per head 
of the population. Under the Ryan Govern­
ment it was increased to £2 2s. 9d. pc•r 
head, and this foreshadowed taxation Nill 
increase it to £3 per head. I think that, 
under those circumstances, there is every 
justification for the statement made by the 
leader of the Opposition that we are going 
to cripple Queensland in competition with 
the other States of the Commonwealth. 'rhe 
taxation will be sufficient to keep people 
away from this State, and it will handicap 
the people already here, as they will not 
have the necessary money to spend in develop­
mental work. 

The TREASURER : This is the only State 
that is not losing population. 

Mr. ROBERTS: We have certainly lost 
population, and I think that, under the 
circumstances, the Opposition are justified 
in asking the Government to reconsider their 
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taxation proposals. I want to fon'ihadow 
now an amendment I intend to move in 
Committee with a view to doing something 
to assist recruiting. If there is anything in 
the statement of the Secretary for Public 
In,truction this aft('rnoon, I propose to give 
him an opportunity at a later stage oi prov­
ing his belief in his statement. I intend to 
movo an amendment allo~Ying a deduction 
of £100 in taxation to every taxpayer who 
has a son on active servicP. I think that 
will be a justifiable deduction. There are 
numbers of families in Que~nsland which 
have not done their share in the m a ttor of 
recruiting, and they are reaping an ad­
vantage in respect of production. On the 
other hand, there are numbers of families 
which are suffering in regard to production 
through the absence at the front of their 
sons. 

Mr. CORSER (Burnett): Hon. members 
on this side who have preceded me have 
tccod arguments which should convince any 
reasonable m,m in this Chamber. I am 
quite with them in their contention that 
increased taxation, in the >hape of a super 
tax, should be reserved for war purposes. 
\Ve lmo,,· tha,t the Fedora! Government will 
require more mone:7 for the conduct of the 
war; they 'l'ill require more loans, and 
the:r will require to find the interest on 
those loans. It is, therefo?e, only fair and 
reasonable to leave that field of taxation to 
the Commonwealth. There is really no 
excuse for the State Government imposing 
this additional taxation. There is no need 
for increased taxation, because oye find in 
all the public departmcntq a considerable 
leakage and w.tstage in expenditure that is 
not warrant0d. \Ve find work being done 
for all departments for which it is not right 
to ac;k the taxpayers to pay. Party propa­
ganda work is being done by every depart­
m~nt, and that work is being paid for, not 
by the party oppositf', bnt by the taxpayers. 
Never in the hiFtory of Queensland, nor, in­
dh"d, of any State in Australia, has such a 
stat0 of things been seen. One instance of 
this party propaganda work is to be found 
in the public~tion known as "Socialism at 
\Vork." 

:'Yfr. KIRW,\N: \Ve get better value than 
you did. 

Mr. CORSER: Perhaps you do, but von 
do not pay for it. The taxpayer ha:~ to find 
the monev. In answer to a question, the 
hc,od of the d<'partment concerned admitted 
that £543 had been paid for that bit of party 
propaf!'anda. which was distributed through­
ant Australia, and particularlv throughout 
Queenshnd, in the interests of the Labour 
puty. 

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER : A very useful 
book. 

J\Ir. CORSER: A very lhdul book to the 
GO\·cmment party. No doubt it is cheap 
from their point of view, but it is nasty 
from the point of view of the taxpayers. 

'J'h<' 8ECRET\TIY FOR l'UBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
All the other State<J have got publicity offices 
far bigger than we have. 
'' r. ::IIACARTNEY: You do it for political 

purposes. 
The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION : 

No. 
nr. COR'lER: I am cure that hon. mem­

ber do ucc their publicity secr0taries for 
political purposE';. During last election the 
''hole of their advertising-the whole of that 

1918-P 

campaign-was organised by Government 
offi··ials. The whole of that work was done 
by :l'r. Watson during tho time he was paid 
to attend to the busine·, of the country. He 
was paid as advertising manager, and he was 
i" truct.•cl by the GoYernment, or by their 
of1i :ials outside, to do work and carry on the 
whole of their po;tor camp.1ign during the 
time that the taxpayers were paying for his 
scrYices. I L:o not think that that is a. fair 
s'ato of thin: s. \Vithout making any re­
ference to any iLdividual, you can go to the 
Ya.rious departments and FJe the numbers of 
pri\·ate socrctaric, -and gentlemen who h"ve 
no titles at all-follwring not only the 
T'ren1icr, but other :v!ini;:/crP. .A" the l'Temior 
of So1~jh ~\ustralia pointed cut, the Pl'tnlier 
hrs traycJ:ing -with hin1 quib• a nnn1bor of 
:••crvant-; who rcre paid for by th<: State. :No 
other Premier in Australia has ever had it. 

JVIr. KIRWAN: How ma.ny went home ·with 
,; Billy" Hughes? 

~,_rr. O'Se.LIYAN: How many wont home 
wid1 ~Ir. Df nhan1? 

)ir. COR;"'RR: About half a'' many as 
went wil-~1 J\lr. Rvan. But \rhat I am rc·fer­
l'ing to arc th·" p;]blic servants who aTe paid 
b · the Lxpay21 of the country to carry on 
!he bu -inec.s, suppr-•edlo, of the Chief Sr,cre­
tr- rv's Offirc; \Yhcroas we know it iR to carrv 
on· a. political propaganda in the intm-ests 
of the Labour party. A secretary asks the 
Pre _:1ir>r questions, and the answers are sent 
all oyer Australia. 

The STCRET.\RY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
Ho has t'i:o of!i,·crs. That is to ruin Quecns­
lanrl. 

}lr. CORSER: He has wore than two 
oflicers. The trcnble is that the money spent 
in working the 'e dliceF, the telegrams sent, 
:'nd other thing:, is all in the int•'rests of 
the Government. You find before the elec­
tion the Premier going r-_und a,t the (")Unh·5's 
expense to fulfil long-promised visits to 
different pnrts of QtwcmJand-in ,opecial 
trains. with his cook's '.hop, his ti·nvdling 
b d kad., and hi- bathrc ·m-travelling a.t 
th"" country's expense. IIo probably ans\vcr.:; 
a quc·Jcon from his own publicit:v man, and 
it i ·· lY raided right through the Stat0. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN~TRUCTION : 
T.hat is the seme old ca.rd which has been 
used ev-ery tin1e. 

Mr. CORSER: I am glad :;·ou ha,-e used 
it. 

Tho Sf:r'RET.\RY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTIOX: 
I ha Ye Lot used it. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ordor! 
::'.Ir. CORSER: It does not mat' ~r what 

linY, ;·cu set on you ee the nmc wilful 
cxtrnyagan(!,), The pBoplc at Olll plaf'<~ askrcl 
the Pr~mier for a railway, and quite ju· tly. 
How d1d he a.ncwer them? He told them 
he would watch their votes on c!L;tion da v. 
m,] by the'r n t-" he wculd see whethor o1· 
not they wanted that r:ilway. {Government 
dissent.) \Ve ore skcd to make av·.ihble 
large sums of mane::· bv t 1xation. Are the 
pc oplo of Quec•u:Lnd receiving the benefit 
of the previous t1Xation? I do not think 
t~l!:Y ,_,re. In 1n:v~ diFtrirt only I['< W€'olc a 
country ,, mmunity w:mted to run a she,.,. in 
the interHts of the State, and, after increaced 
taxation and increased freights and fares 
haYe been th" order of the da:·. they ::re 
asked by the Railway Department to guu.ran­
tPe their trains to thf' show and dole out 
£185 for the trains to the show. 

:Mr. S>II'l'll: That ha~ alway' been the 
practice with regaTd to special trains. 

lrfr. Co1·ur.] 
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Mr. CORSER: If it is a wet dav the,- will 
ha,·e to pay for the train. It has never been 
in vogue before. 

Hon. \V. N. GILLIES: It always has been in 
force. 

Mr. CORSER : Never to this extent .. 
Another thing which has never been in vogue 
is this: if one of these trains shows a profit 
of £200, and another shows a loss of £100, 
they have to find the £100. 

Hon. \V. N. GILLIES: That syotBm wa•, 
instituted by the Liberal party. 

Mr. CORSER: That is the thing >Ye are 
t:mning to. 

ThG SECRETARY FOE PuBLIC IxsrRucnox: 
There has never be( n a.:>y alteration. 

Mr. CORSER: I will show you where there 
is an alteration-an exception to the rule. 
The children in my district were provided 
at the community's expense \rith a trip to 
Pialba-the people had to guarantee £70. 

A GOVERN~IEXT MEMBER : It is the smne ',ay 
every tilne. 

Mr. CORSER : They had to p~y for the 
whole of thB tick0 ts as well, and because a 
staff station was provided sOITI0"\vhere in 
between times the department held this £70 
for three months until they got another £3 
that was not accounted for. This expense is 
put on the people who are finding the taxa­
tion. The past ta·<ation the3· have paid should 
be ·ufficient for the proper government of 
the country. The only exception is where 
:±n Australian \Y orkers' 'C nion or a work cri,' 
politic'll organisation holds a trip to the sea­
side at Bundabcrg-

Thc DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order ~ The 
hon. member is not in order. 

::.1r. OORSER: If there is any loss we h::vc 
to increase taxation. It mav be that the3e 
org:_znisations ha vo ;oocnred ~ conce~ ~.ions in 
their interest and the deficiency has to be 
ma.de up. 

]\.fr. \VHITFORD: I have run an excuroion. 
and I say the deficiencies have to Le madP 
up by the organisation. 

l\lr. OORSER: The exception is that ' here 
they do exceed it they get a trip. 

J\1r. \VHITFORD: \Ve give a guarantee. 

:Yir. OORSER: We disagree with the 
financial propositions of the Government. 
main!- be:·ause they are exploiting a field 
which" should be reserved for Federal taxa· 
tion for war purposes, and we cannot sec 
that the retrospective provisions <:re fair or 
just. It could not Le carried on i~ an ordina,ry 
business, or by a loc.:Ll authonty, and "hy 
should it be forced on us by the GoYPrn· 
ment? The reason is that the numbers are 
against us, due to the propaganda of miBre· 
prc-:cntation, and that Queensland, as ex· 
plained by the Treasurer, has not only main­
tained its popula,tion, but has on its rolls 
33,000 m.-n·e adults than there really are. 

l:Ir. BEBBI?\GTO;-;- (Drayton) : I think 
it is the duty of members on the Opposition 
side who reprf''ent the producers in farming 
districts to oppose the in)position of any 
fresh burdens on the people who provide 
Australia with foodstuffs, a,nd also the ex· 
ports which bring in the money to pay for 
the loans which Australia has had. If we 
do not do this we will have to send large 
amounts of gold to Great Britain to pay 
for the interest on our loans, and if we have 
to send gold out instead of produce, what 
is going to happen? Where is the money 

[Mr. CorseT. 

coming from to pay wages and to keep our 
Lusinesses going? I contend tha,t taxation 
should be so adjusted that producers will 
receive all the exemption pos"ible. I refer 
to the working producers, and I say that 
everything in Queensland tends to reduce 
production. The present Government have 
imposed a land tax of 4~d. in the £1 on 
farms over a certain value. The people who 
supply the markets have to compete with 
="ew South '\Vales farmers who have not to 
pay any land tax, and the Government carry 
produce from Ne"- South \Vales at about 
half the rates they carry Queensland pro­
duce. Are such things going to increase 
production in the State? \Ve have been 
told what the State Produce Agency is go­
ing to do for the farmers. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ordm! 

M:r. BEBBI:'\GTON: This ag('ncy is kept 
up by taxation. Taxation ha' to be lwlied 
to keep up State markets. The State Pro· 
duce .\g<'ncy wa" started with the tax­
payers' money, and now we find that the 
taxpa::ers' money is being used to bring 
producq from other States to compete with 
the produce gro·wn b.~.~ our o\vn far1ners, and 
that oul~ raih. a~vs are being used to carry 
produce from other States at half the ratPs 
c 1wrgcd for produc~ grown in Queensland. 

Mr. KIRWAX: \Vho fixed those rates? 

:'h. BEBBI"'GTO"': 'When those rates 
v:erc fixed th0re r;as no land tax in Que' rs· 
hnd, nnd I say that to use our raih ays in 
that way i,; not v,oing to eHcourJge produc­
tion i11 Queensland. The no-ition is one 
which should not be toleratcri for a moment. 
It sho'.l.-s the trend of the legislation intro­
dm .•d by the pre>cnt Gon'nh1Wnt. Instead 
of being out to a"ist the produccro and thus 
enable them to meet the bt'ces irnpo·"d on 
them, the GovC'rn1nent are out to de: tray 
th,cm utterly. The onlv legislation we get 
here is l,,q-islation which i,, for the benefit 
of the cities. Ever:: thing that this Govern­
ment have done ha'; beer: in the interests 
of tL .. , citie', and thev have even gone 
the length of relieving Bri.·lmne of the bur· 
den of mainbining i'·' hospita is. The people 
hero are not comp.,llcd t" nntrihnte one 
cent towards th,, upkeep of their hospitals. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order ! 

1\lr. BEDBIXGTON: This is a question 
of taxation. but I bow to your' rulin;;, Sir. 
If the Gm·ernment had any idea of jmtice, 
they >vould pass a law purposely for Bris­
bane, and m.ake the pecple support their 
hospitals. Why should we hx country people 
to maintain their hospitals. and then com­
IWi them to contribute to the :'upport of the 
Rrisbflne I-io3pital? The 'vholf' pos;~;on is 
jnto1cra 1~1c. nPf1 the' RnonPr the GoYf'l'JlOl' dis­
misses Parliament the better it will bo for 
the country. 

- Tllr. PETRIE (Too m lml): I should like 
to enter mv protc"'t ap;ain t these taxation 
propocals of the Covernme•,t. They ''>em to 
ignore the alr' Ld~· hf avy burdens th:1t have 
been placpcl on the t:txpayers of this State 
to meet the heavy war expenditure. and 
they seem absolutn!:v to di"ega rd the rights 
of the people by the way in which they dis­
burse the finances of the State. The money 
collected horn the taxpa Yr'n i t•oi· ea re fully 
disbnr: tld. On the contrarv. the Govern­
ment have been extravagant in every particu­
lar. \Yhile I admit ilwt as we have a 
deficit, it is neces;.-ary that some taxation 
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should be impo.·ed to meet that deficit, still 
I think a lot of expenditure could have been 
avoided by the Government. 'rhey have 
been expending revenue by leaps and bounds, 
instead of practising economy. The result 
is that, though they have an ever-expanding 
rovenue, their accounts show a deficit of 
a1.out £,;20,000. It is easy for the Treasurer 
to deny that there is any foundation for 
the rumour• regarding the extravagance in 
expenditure, but denial is not proof. Not­
with-.tanding his statement that he has been 
careful of expenditure in all departments, 
and that he has economised "here possible, 
I do not think the stat••ment will hold water. 
At a time like the present, econom,y should 
be studied in every particular. A lot of 
laws have been passed which could very well 
hav,• bc-~n left over until the war was 
ended, and a lot of expenditure could havG 
been cut down. During the last election, and 
dnring the course of this debate, the state­
ment has been made by members opposite 
that members of the Opposition would cut 
down wages, reduce the allowance for Stat"l 
children, and all that sort of thing, but 
members supporting the Government know 
that that is not a fact. V\'e are just as much 
in sympathy with the children of the St 1te 
and with our hospitals as arc members on 
tlw Government side of the House, tend we 
arc just as n111C'h against reducing '\vages 
as the-e are. If the Arbitration Court has 
made :m a\:, ard we cannot go against that, 
and do not wi:'h to do so. At the same 
time, "e say that a lot of expenditure could 
have been cut down without reducing wages. 
The Government have c catcd new depart­
nwnts and new billets for men who have 
lwlped them politically, rmd that kind of 
thing will continue, and become worse until 
v·o have an independent Public Sen-ice 
Board. I do not intend to take up the time 
of the House--

GovER:-;MENT ME:I!BERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. PETRTE: Hon. members opposit<l 
n~a~v say, "Hear, he:,\·," and it !s a pity 
"ome of them have not spoken on this quos­
lion. Hov;cn ,., they an~ not allowed to say 
very much bemuse they have to bo··l' to the 
wi h of h,m, me m hers on the front Treasury 
1·c•>Lch, that they mav get their legislation 
tL 'c• I am 3orry that it has be0n neccs-
nry to impose this fn··h taxa~ion. when 
!here rrc ; o many burdens c~ct upon the tax­
pa,::crs, b<· ·a use it will not all fall on the 

capitali t, about \•:·hom we hear 
[7.30 p.m.J so much from the other side. 

\',hen I ],lok round tho Chamber, 
I find that thP capiblists arc oYer there. W,, 
are the poor men nnd they urc the capi­
;rrli'~. 'l'h('y an supposed to have all th•.' 
re::;ard for the working man, and all that 
oort of thins-, but allo\Y me to say that hon. 
me·nbm' on this s'-de of the House-although 
tl"'" do no" brag o,o much about it-have 
j u~f as mur h conc~rn for the V'orking man, 
a~ d in 1nany ra "es n1ore concern, as hon. 
mt•nbers opposite. "\Vhat we want to see is 
that justice is done to every section of the 
('On1mun1ty. \\To aro not hero to legislate 
for one partic-.drrr cl a;·, and that cl a ,; only. 
l bc]i,.,.,. that the workers, some year~ ago, 
"\V<.:rc not trcat~~d proporly, anl(I it 'Vas neces~ 
; ary that legislation should bP introduced to 
bdter ! be condii ion of the mas,es. but who 
intrr <11F'Nl the lcgi~ 1 at ion? Not the I 1abour 
Administration. When the late Liberal 
Government went out of office in 1914-15 they 

did not leave a deficit behind them. They 
left a surplus and over £2,000,000 of loan 
money for the present Government to work 
on; and yet, with an expanding rcvenu0 
en:ry year since they can1o into power, the 
pcoition is that, though they han) re~eiYed 
£1,000,000 more in revenue, they are still 
be-hind, and it is nece--sary for them to placCJ 
fmthor burdens on the people. What for"! 
'Ibat is the co,t Quecrc·.,land has to pay for 
the luxuries of the pt·u,-Pnt Government. It 
is decidedly unfair, and the people will have 
their eyes vpcncd before the next elections. 

J\Ir. s~nTH: That is what you said three 
yea1··" ago. 

1Ir. l'E'TRlE: Ye;; and although we are 
led in nun1beL:-, vvhcn we look up the return;:;, 
we find that we reeeiYed only 23,000 less 
vutE·:J than the big n1ajority on the other side. 
.:.'1ly o:ul.r parpo..,e in rising to-night wa.s to 
cmphati:·ally enter my protest against the,o 
taxation proposal;, and 1 hope the 'l'reamrer 
will listen to the suggestions that have been 
unde en this side of the House to-night. 
There is no c!vuht that in the Treasurer the 
(;oyernmc>~t have got a capable man. I am 
not going to say a word against the Trca­
HJrcr pu .onall:. ; but it is not a question of 
v hut this Gu\· .::nunent i::. vvilling to do. I an1 
sme they ha,-e to do many tlungs that they 
woul·d not do if it wore not !or the pressure 
brought to b<::ur on tl-:en1 froi:n outside. ..:\.t 
this tin1e, when the E1npire is trcruhling iu 
the balance, it is for all o£ us, not to be 
wranglirtg u-ith one another, but to try and 
u.;ononli;.;e a.:J far as possible, and d.o ~dl we 
c:,.ul to a.ssi"t in -,yinning the v.ar. If lie did 
~unwthiug in that direction, \Ve would be 
<:oing iar n1ore go(\d than \Ye have be,:..-:n 
duing on many oec..tsioas he10 'during the la ;t 
fr ,\. years. 

Question-That the resolutions be agr••ed 
to-put and pas.,;e:d. 

A Bill was brought in founded on thcc:c• 
resolutions. 

FIRST HE.iDIXG. 

On th~ l•Ltion of the 'l'REASURLR, this 
Bjll wa'3 read a firt:t thne, and the second 
reading nL'de an Order of the Day for to­
lllorrolv. 

JNCG:\1E TJ,.X _\.CT A:I.IE:C·W::.\IENT BlLL. 

FmsT HEADIXG. 

On the motion of the 'l'R EASURER, this 
Hili was rutd a first time, and the sec:md 
rerccling made an Order of the Day for to­
Inorroy;·. 

WAYS A~D MEANS. 

Tho DEFCTY SPEAKER: I call upon 
),fr. Sn1ith, the hon. n1l'n1brr for riackay, to 
take the chair. 

Mr. SMITH thci"eupon took the chair. 

STAMP DUTIES. 
Question-That the resolutions be agreed 

to-stated. 

Mr. :\L'IcCARTT\EY: I have to thank the 
Assistant :!\Iini·t<'r for Justice for dividing 

lJ1 r. M acartncy. J 
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the rcsolntions into t\10, so that we are able 
to dcd with the resolutions in relation to l \e 
c ,•ccec .. ion duties scpnratcly. At the same 
time, I mus+ cx1n·c·"'' sympathy v:ith the hon. 
gentleman on the fee~ that in his fir··~ speer:h 
in this Chalnb,:_-r f!'", a J\Iinistor h'l should 
hayc to deal wi•h w t·'chnic~l a matter as 
an amcndnF nt of the Stamp Act. I ·did n.Jt 
qultP follow the n .nar~::s made b" the T\Iini~­
icr in introd11 :ing- the l'C.:,o]ution-~ I did not 
~ 1ther wh thcr tiw statement e·:plained all 
i he 'lln :ndmcnl.< that were proposed to bP. 
lL_nlo 1n the ~tmup la'v~:, or 1vhether he was 
ruoroly f 1-af.iPT the differ0nce between the 
n olution.::; bs-· vt ar and the resolutions this 
Y· --_r; but en tv'::.:ing through the r~•-olutionsJ 
it ·~ "Pl11S to n1o th: t ·;orno of tlw an;.cndments 

hi( h 1
: -TP sec U'f r1 jn Co1nn1ittcc during thd 

po· 'a","C c.£ tlw Sta np ,\et Amenclmen: Bill 
last yL ar have been go no bark on, and are 
POt included i11 the l'C 0!utions before Uo. I 
think it v.,onld ILve b0··n more convenient 
for the C·:Jn1n1lttcc if v .._, had had nointBd out 
to u~, opar.delv the differenc8 b-ot:\veen the 
1 _oll~tion:.; tlli_,~ yc·.tr :~_nd the resolutions as 
th<'Y emanat d from the Committee on the 
Bill of last . ,, , r. \V e could then have ·dealt 
"ith th~ ,'i0.'-,r0m re without dwelling too 
nrtrh, p(>rl1:11V, on the Inattm-··· th'lt "\Vere 
dealt v 'th last se,-.ic.n, I quite realiec that 
it rnn~ 1' · ·.tlrl that th-: nl~"rai:ions that arc 
made in the Stamp Art are such as affect 
"tl e oth~r fellow," ~o to speak. There is a 
ccrhin •'lief from clnrie .. and there arc cer. 
tajn 1-)!crcnt--,--l in dutic--.:. in other directions, 
and. tlwrefore, it mav be rem:crkccl th 1t the 
etomn la -' are bt ;ng alte,·ed so as to place 
the bur.~Pn on "the oth0r fpllov;r." It h8Cms 

to ml· that. not,·ithstanding the di,clojmcr 
v.hich was made bv the 2\Iini··ter that it is 
not so lTI1..w"h a. dP~iro to get rev0nue as a 
desire to prob.,~t the revenue which is at thu 
bottom of this Bill, that explanation clam 
LOt qnifo COYCl' the ,':';TO\lDd. bEY'UUSO it F' 0 GIT1S 

10 1110 th_._t the inr>rc{:,~es that arc proposed, 
c'.nd tl alterations that are pr~po,cc;d, ,,·ill 
r< '·nit in bring-ing into the Trea::-ury a <...)a· 
Pidp··abJe inrre:lsc of rcyenue. No\:o:·. there are 
f-!.O~TIC' of tlH <~ atnendments which, to 111\' 

nrr cl, a re likely to died the enterprise of 
th0 f:bt 0 , and I propnre h spend a few 
n:.innte.-; in dtaling 'vith one or b\ 0 items 
thnt point in that direction. 

I hke it that the general matter of receipts 
will. perhaps, be dealt with more full:., by some 
of thP commercial members of the Chamber, 
an.d I therefore do not propose to say an~'· 
thmg- tlwrcon. Bnt I notice that while certain 
r F"llption is gin'n to Government trans. 
action', contr .. ,cts entered into with the 
Gov,,rnment. the like treatment is not being 
eYtcndrd to the local authorities. Now, I am 
of opinion that tho local authorities are doing 
ecunlly responsible rork with the Government 
of the State in connection with the opening 
np and development of Queensland, and in 
prm·icling those initial improvements that 
a l'(' n<'c~s~.ary with the increase of develop. 
m nt. No one would imagine from the city 
of Bri,bane, from the surroundings of Bris· 
bane, that we have got all that civilisa. 
tion calls for yet; we are only in the e~tab. 
lishment eta rre yet, and the local authori· 
ties arc invPstecl with the responsibilitv 
of e ur:ving those improvements out, and, 
under the circumstances. I think the Go· 
vernment might very well, under the stamp 
schedules, extend to the local authori· 
tics exemption from stamp duty on contracts 

[Mr. M acartney. 

as well as exemption from duty on receipts 
for rates, charges for services and other 
monevs which the loc;,] authorities receive 
during the course of their financial year. 
While I am dealing with the subject of ex· 
emptions, I notice that exempt·ion from re· 
c ipt duty is being made in the case of 
charitable institutions and the like, and I 
think that the exemption should also be 
extended to hospitals and so on. I do not 
know whether, in dealing with the question 
of local authorities, I mentioned the question 
of debentures, but if I did not, I should like 
to say that I think that local authorities 
who are issuing debenture, in respect of 
money obtained for carrying on their services 
should also be entitled to issue their de. 
bentures free of shmp duty, and during the 
COUl'"" of dealing with these reo,olu';ons I 
'hall endeavour to obtain the Treasurer's 
assent to the minor exemptions to which I 
h"ve referred. 

I notice that an attempt is to be made 
under these propo·;itions to collect duties 
Yvhich arc ordinarilY collected upon document" 
connected with t'i,ansactions, y, hcther the 
documents do or do not exist. Now, that 
is going beyond the ordinary and origi':al 
intention of the Stamp Act. I can qmte 
understand that Yvhere eYn,ion of the clnty 
d1ich is actually provided by Act of Parlia· 
ment is likely, precautions might be provided 
-such as is r.ctuolly provided in the case of a 
<·-mtract containing an equitable assignment 
of the property purchaeecl. There might pos· 
sib!·,- be some excuse for that section, or for 
som'e section like it, but to eay that in a 
tran,,act;on "\Vhere there is no convevanf'e, a 
convovance is to be deemed to be executed 
and stamp duty collected upon it, is mcking 
a use .,£ the Stamp Act that, I think, ought 
not to be made of it. If a person is satis­
fied to take a property by possession or with· 
out convevance, surely he ought to be 
allowed to· take the risk without being corn· 
pclh cl to pav dutY on a document which he 
clres not 'require ! The Bill, in many in· 
stances, is not only going. to asse~s 1.. th~ du~y 
on a d0r:U11:1Lnt "\Vhirh 1s not. aCt·11ally Hl 
e'Cistence, but it is going to faot.'n it on to 
some other portion of the ir"nsaction. I 
say th •t thct is not the principle of a Stamp 
Act, but it is a frrir indication of an inten­
tion on the part of th~ Government to col· 
Jcct a new duty. The stamp officials may 
feel disposed to argue that it is an attempt 
at eva,ion of the dnty, but since it is a 
dutv on a document that the law seeks, I can 
har~llv see \Yhere an evao;;ion arises if there 
b,, no such clornment. The man says. " I 
will be content to do without a receipt or a 
convC\'ancc; I will be content to remain in 
po.,,session as an occupant: I do not want 
a transfer "-in such a ca~e I do not sec 
how he could be called upon to pay con· 
VC'"ance clut:'· I am referring now to the 
prr !)' .,ition to ctke a. contrrrrt or ·c~·r ·m 0 nt, 
also a c~nYrYance, not only for the purpose 
of g-ettinz the half-crown or five shillings, 
whatever it is to be, on the agreement, but 
also to collect convcvance clut-.- -at the rate of 
15'. per £100. Take' the case ·of a contract to 
buv a house. A man agreee to buy a house, 
and pays a five pound note clown, and agrees 
to pay the rest as rent. It may take fi, e, or 
ten, or even fifteen or twenty yean. and yet 
he is call:>cl upon, on the signing of the con· 
tracb for the purchase of the house, to pay 
duty on the conveyance that rnnnot t" ko place 
-even if he takes a conv!'yance at all-for 
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something like five, ten, fifteen, or twentv 
years, as the case may be. And wh0n \YC 

know how difficult people find it to pay up 
the few pounds to make the purchase it 
shows that the Bill is going to cause a ~on­
sid ·rabic hardship to neoplo -,, ho have w t 
yery much c_ash to put ilO\;·n. I say, if a duty 
IS to be levied on the convsvance levv it on 
the conveyance. • ' · 

Kow, we al•o find that convovancr· dutv is 
to be paid on an a.ereement whic:h is ordin­
arily e:1terod into before a company is formc>d. 
A uutn, say, con1es do\vn fron1 the North-"\Vc3t, 
or •umc of the mining distrids of Queens­
land. He has a zinc prol1osition, perhaps, 
or a coal propositiol:-a.t allv rate, a 1nining 
P"o~osition of some kind or other. He want,; 
to get some per.•on who has the capital to 
give him tho initial funds to start a com­
pany to get the property t<>ted sufficiently, 
and subsequently to get it worked, if it 
tur11S out to be worth the monev he thinks it 
is. He has considerable difficulty in getting 
people, who do not know verv much about it, 
p•crhap-·, to put down a cons'idera.ble amount 
of money in cash-it is a pure speculation 
after all. And I say that if the person to 
whom he goes is to be called upon to find 
a v2ry cowiderable amount of etamp duty at 
the start on the contr~ct on the assumption 
that the property is to be successful, it is 
going to stand very much in the way of a 
man who is anxious to get capital to start 
an enterprise 'vhich he thinks is worth the 
candle. And I say that it is in this way that 
the proposals of the Government from time 
to time tend to hinder and stop enterprico. 
I know that is so by rcn.son of the nature of 
the transaction. A 1nan snys, " I have got 
a property. I consider it is worth £100,000. 
Yoa may not consider it is llfficiently 
dev"loped to m '.kc it worth th:~t, but after 
you hm·e spent £3,000 or £5,000 on it, you 
nav come to the conclubion to which I have 
con1c ;-,nd be prepared to as:-<.ist 1ne on fair 
terms with the money" hi eh is nccc3sary." In 
the mr1"timc, ,. hile investigatiol:s are being 
proceedf'd with, they start to form a com­
pany, v;hi< h is not a very expc•nsive thing in 
itself: but, when it comes to making the 
initial cm>tract which define' the rights of the 
partie~,, the st:~rr1p duty 1na"'ii 1 01nc to a vcrv 
conc:idcrablc su'n of inone:Y. I say if yc:l.1 
nro gLing to put a block in the \Vav of 
transnctions of that kinr1, you are goin'~· to 
hinder-or a.s.-ist in the hindering of-e'.tor­
pri<c in Quecnshnd. I say that everv lino 
of thc•E' finoncial propof<lls of the Govern­
ment should be closelv sorutini,ed hom the 
point of vic,v of the 8ffect, they arc g0ing to 
ha ""e on the col~lnlcrcB ana on the enh•rpri:-.e 
of the Si->tc. If we find that we arE' putt-ing 
a man in a worse poeition in QuN·n·l: '"' than 
he is clse•\·hore, it is going to be a por­
l:Jancnt dama-ve to the State. I c:tn qaitP 
rcalioo the duir.' of th,-- of!kial, to rake 
in the dntics for revenue. 

The TREASURER: \Vhy should th0y want to 
do it? 

::\1r. MACARTNEY: Afto1· a man has put 
some y<'ars in the Stamp Office and in the 
Succe;sion Duties Office, he sees "thic" has 
not b.•2n done and "that " h;;s not been 
done; and, in his de-sire to have a perfect 
money-collecting machine, he is inclined to 
lose sight of the economic effect. It seems 
to me that if they devote their time to re­
covering those duties that arc actually laid 

do-.\ n and paes<:'d by l'arliume•1t they will 
ha Y0 done their duty, and will ho.ve done> all 
the duty that l'arliament v, ants, without, by 
indirect ays, compelling the execution of 
documents. 'l'lnt is hardly the way to ad­
vance th' busiL''"" life of the State-to com­
pel the rrr, 1tion of clocunH'-nt~ if, a('c,Jrding 
~·) tho natura of tlk tran-actioiB, the;,~ are 
not "'ant- d <1t all. · 

Nov,-, I r.ealise that the intention, to "01TIO 
c-x:tcnt, of this legislation, is to get at the 
pastoralists; and just at the prc·-cnt moment 
the pastora.list is doing ex:coedin;sly well. I 
don't suppose, just at the moment, it is going 
to hurt the pastoralist very much, and, it 
may b0, before many years are over, the 
Governmf'nt will find out, in common with 
the pastoralists, that things will change and 
the imposition of a duty ·such as this on the 
transactions in stations may tend verv much 
to the injury of Quecnslan'd, to the produc­
tion of Qw.ensland, and to its setth.ment. 

The Hoi\E: SEcRETARY: If they had no tran',­
action they would have no duty to pay. 

Mr. ;'v1ACARTNEY: I don't lmo.-: that 
these duti<'S will stand altogether in the way 
of transactions of that kind. What will now, 
pcrhcps, not fall heavily on a particular class 
of thB c Jmmunity, in a year or two may fall 
most heavily, and stand in the way of enter­
prise, st ,tnd in the way of businc'_,,s, stand 
in the way of production. Surely it is not 
ne"e',<::try to introduce legislation which is 
purelv of a punitivB character, simply be­
"'' use .. a man ha pp8ns to be doing fairly well 
for the moment? 

The HmiE SECR[TARY: Different times, 
different methods. 

Mr. MACART:'\EY: If it is a proper prin­
ciple to have a duty on convey nces, if i here 
are no conve~-,,nces why should there be a 
<lutv? If the Government can sec that the 
dut;: on conveyances is no good to th, m, ,,·hy 
not come straight out into the open and say, 
"\\-'0 w':nt a loJcltract duty, and we are going 
to have so much contract dutv ?" Then it 
would be discu"ed from tha.t i'rc'in~ of view. 
But to ,,till mainhin the fie! ion c f collecting 
dutv on convovancPs and at the sarnc time 
dori't collect a 'duty on conveyance but try to 
collect the duty on something ehe, surely 
that is an indirect way of p:ottin:~ at t-he same 
thing. I can hardly undershnd the logic 
which suggests the introduction of duties or 
kg-dation in this form. HmY< vcr, I take 
it~ we can discuGs these things in detail as 
the it-'ms will come before the Committee on 
the Bill. In the memtime, I don't propose 
to li1:1it the general discussion that may take 
placn ju:st no\v, by moving an amendment; 
but after a time I suggest that the few 
matters to which I have referred should be 
dealt with in the way of a few simple amend-
ll1ents. " 

:\Ir. VOWLES : I n6tice that these re,olu­
tions, '-'·'· now before the Committee, contain 
a large number of amendments suggested 
by the Opposition during the last time these 
proposals were before the House. I note 
that particularly in connection with instru­
ments and apprenticeship, and also in re­
gard to trade·' and professions, the Govern· 
ment have come to the way of thinking of 
the Opposition. 'l'aking the alterations as a 
body, it strikes me that, although they are 
novel innovations, many of them are very 

},fr. V owles. J 
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clr:t,tic, and they are very harsh in their 
incidence, and will fall very heavily on the 
taxpayer. The leader of the Opposition has 
pointed out .where a man is bound, whether 
he executes a rBceipt or not, now to pay 
1·eceipt duty according to the value of the 
trans:tction. That ie, you are practically 
asked to stamp a non-existent document. 
Under the old law-of course, it has been 
altered, and made less harsh than it was 
before-it was only the written document that 
was tax.o hie. Now we have it that every 
transaction, whether in writing or not, is 
liable to duty. It says, "Upon aPy receipt 
giYen for or on the payment of money"­
wh< t her a document exists or not, duty must 
be paid. Now, it is hard enough in country 
districts eyen where written document~ 
exist. t~ have to find stamp duty; it is not 
always convenient. Every tramaction where 
the payment of money takeY place-any trans­
action "~haLoev0r-it is nPC'C'"11;!ary no'v that 
it should be sbmped and cancelled; there 
must be the cancellation of the stamp of a 
certain value. I sa:y that that is ridiculous 
in the extr<:me. Taxation uPder our Stamp 
Act is a taxation of documents; no,,- it i·• a 
taxation of transactione. I sa,v that that is 
entirely wrong. The came principle is carried 
on as far as agrecin-cnts are corccrned­
agrecments in '' riting. ~ow, thcso resolu­
tions ctart off with a rato of duh· clown to 
6d., instead of a fixed rate of 2s. 6d., as 
previouslv: on minor agreements of £20 the 
rate i, 6d. ; but there is a progressiyo scale 
up to Ss. ~ow, it is a very poor trans­
action in writing that is not worth oyer 
£100. 'fhe rate of duty is double. so far as 
that 'ransaction is concerned. Later on, you 
will find-

" A.n:v instrument, contract, or agree­
ment-

(a) For the sale of any equitable 
csht" or interest in anv property what­
soever; or 

(b) For the sale of any estate or in-
terest in any property, except--" 

is subject to an ad valorem duty as soon as 
the contract is signed. That is an innova­
tion. Under the old conditions the rate of 
dut,,· was 2s. 6cl., an ad valorem of three­
fourths to be payable ',vhen the transaction 
was completed. In addition to that, where 
it is possible for a man to hand over his 
agreement, and it is put in either once or 
twice during the course of the purchase, it 
has always been allowed that the man who 
paid stamp duty was the man who registered 
his document; and the depn,rtment was satis­
fied, provided ad valorem duty was paid on 
the highest advance. or the highest trans­
action. Now, every porson who handles 
an agreement, whether bv assignment or 
otherwis<>, will have to pay the ad valorom 
duty on his transaction, just as if that trans­
action was an agreement. That is simply a 
Shylock method of raisie1g rovenue. Surely 
it was never intended' that monev should he 
taken out of the pockets of pedple in that 
way. I find hero a new duty imposed. 
Tint is with respect to bonds which are the 
only or principal or primary security for 
the payment or rcpaymc·nt of money. That 
was not dutiable before. ='Jaw the Govern­
ment are asking that duty on a mortgage 
shall be payable at the rete of 5s. per £100. 
It would be rather intere,ting to know 
whether duty will be payable on transactions 
of that class in which the State Insurance 

[Mr Vowles. 

Office is ono of the parties, or whether that 
department will be placed in a better posi­
tion than companies carrying on the same 
class of businecs. I propose to ask the Minis­
ter to explain that point later on. Then it 
is proposed that duty shall be charged on 
any mortgage, bond, deberture, or covenant, 
" being a collateral, or auxiliary, or addi­
tional, or sub:;titute<l security." Hitherto 
such documents have alwavs been marked 
as collateral security to an· existing instru­
ment, and have been exempt from duty. 
Under these proposals tho~e clocumerts will 
have to bear the some duty as the original 
documents. That is an anomaly. 'With re­
gard to conveyance on tran~fers of market­
able secul'itie,, and land, the present practice, 
,,-hen a property is sold, is for the valu<> 
of th0 duh to be assessed on the value of 
th0 land and improvements, and stock and 
otlwr movable-J on the property arc not taken 
into con;iclcration. Under this proposal, 
whether the stock that is sold in conjurction 
with the prop •rty is on the land at the elate 
of tho sale, or whether it is elsewhere, the 
Government say that the vendor shall pay 
ad vnlorc·m duty on the stock and any othBr 
movables that mav be i110luded in the sale. 
In connection with the punha'·C of the 
goodwill of a hotel or boarding-house or a 
similar cla>s of business. the rat<J of duty 
th<t has ah a vs been charged hitherto has 
only been upon the amount of the goodwill, 
the amount paid for furniture and fittings 
and so on. which '";ere paid for in cash, but 
where the goods were handed over, duty 
wes not payable on them. Under this pro­
vision the whole of that will he taxed at the 
rate of 15s. per £100. That is an innova­
tion. 'Yhen duties arc going to be collected 
on transactions like those I have mentioned 
surely the estimated revenue which the Trea~ 
rurer referred to must be a minimum. Then 
I come to the question of pm• ers of attorney. 
Xo dutv is payable at p1·esent upon collateral 
documNJt :, but now it is proposed that they 
shall pay the same duty as the originals. 
Coming now to sct.t1ements. we find the 
harshest duties and the moot stringent altera­
tions in the cxi .. ting condition of things are 
proposed. Under our present Succe·csion 
Duties Act, if a person makes a gift of pro­
porty and dies within twelve months the 
gift becomes. su]:>.icct to succession duty: just 
the same as 1f 1t had been ]pft under a will. 
It is not to bear the proportion to the value 
of the whole property, but is to he assessed 
upon the capi1"11 value of the whole of the 
deceased's estate, that property include<!. 
That is pretty harsh in itself. But. instead 
of charging duty as heretofore on those 
tramactions at the nominal ;nm of 10s. per 
£100-to mY mind, that was too small, and 
I havp always advocated the payment of the 
same duty as was payable on propert1 of the 
san~c value changing hanch in a cash h·ans­
actJOn-the duty is now to be raised from 
10s. per £100 to a minimum of ~ per cent. 
per £~~0 for all gifts not 'xc0eding £1.000, 
and n smg to 5 per cent. in the case of a 
dft of thP value of £9 000. The rcsnlt will 
be tha.t thP dnty on a gift worth £9 000 will 
now be £.450, as againct 10s. That will 
apply not onlc· to gifts such as I haYe alluded 
to, but to all other instruments transferring 
or purporting to transfc;r propNty abso­
lutely. If '":c look into other parh of the 
Government's taxation propooals. it will be 
sPen that it is proposed to extend the time 
of which I have spokPn from twelve 
months to three years. That is to say, if a 
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person dies one day under three years after 
he has made a gift, that property will be 
taxable at the highest rate, as a portion 
of the estate. It is not as if a man were 
making over his property to his wife to 
defraud his creditors, but it is simply a 
ca.'e of a man making a gift to her so 
that she will be provi·ded fol'. A man mav 
be in the best of health at the time he 
makes the gift, and no man can say what is 
going to happen in three years. If a man 
afte1· making such a gift should have the 
misfortune to die within three years, the 
Government will exact their " pound of 
flesh." I submit that thi·l is not the time 
to inflic~ an imposition of this kind upon 
the pubhc. Ordinary mercontile transactions 
should be taxed, and duty charged upon them 
on an equitable basis-a basis such as exists 
!n other parts of the Commonwealth; but, 
1f we are going to have these harsh provi­
sions, they arc goiPg to retard progress. 
Certainly, they are not g:Jirc; to stimulate 
production or encourag-e people to come hel'e. 
If a man has, say, £9 000 irvested in war 
bonds, and he wants to give them to his 
wife, rtll that he will have to do to srve 
p>tying the £450, which he will be required 
to pay undc r these proposals, will be to go 
to an adjoining State a.nd make the gift. 

Mr. KIRWAX: That is cheap advice. 

Mr. VO\VLES: \V <ell, is it not simple? He 
has only to take away his c::tsh, and you 
nnnot control him. He will still be amen­
able to the laws of the Commonwealth, but 
he will cease to be a citizen of Queensland. 
He takes up his ·domicile in some of the 
other States and eva·des the dutv. But the 
poor unfortunate individual who has his 
capital inw·kd in land and other directions 
~md canno~ move it, has to .subject himself: 
mvoluntanly. to thc"e cond1tions, .and pay 
t~e pipe_r \yhether he likes it or not. Any 
nght t1unlnng man rn11st realise that if we 
arc going to rlace the p.1blic of Queensland 
in that po,ition, we are going to induce them 
to take their money away from here. There 
is a limitation en profits. Evmy administra­
tive act of the Govermncnt in e.;.crv direction 
is to retard progress, to penaliee production 
and kill capital' as far as they possibly can: 
?\Tow, as a laAt attmnpt, they a1_·e going ta 
drag more and more duties out of the people 
at a time when calls arp being made on the~ 
.in other directions of a more important 
nature than h!tving to bolder up a squander­
ing Governn1ent, as we are doing now. 

I sincerely trust that when the amendments 
cc·me tofore the Committee, the Treasurer 
will take into consideration the needs of 
the people, ar·d the fact that taxation is 
:looming in other directions and that we 
should lw making this State' attractiYe and 
not unattraotiYo as we are doing now. 'How 
can W<" expect peopb to come here after the 
w;n·~when we hope there will be an inflnx 
of immigration to thtl Commonwealth-if we 
are going to have all this harassing taxation 
imposed, which does not exiet in other place'? 
It is altogether wrong. If we are going to 
~ubmit t.o this sort of thing, we are not acting 
m the best interPsts of Queensland. 

l\h. :iVIACAR'I'NEY: I desire to move, in 
clause 1, subclame (2). after the wor•d " Go­
vC'rnment," the i_nse;~tion o£ the \Vords, " or 
any local authority. The subclause comes 
under the list of exemptions, and reads as 
follows:~ 

" Agreement mnde between the Govern­
ment and parties tendering for the 

performance of work and labour or the 
supply of :naterials used by the Govern­
n1ent." 

The cl a use increases the agreement duty to 
Ss., which hRs hitherto been 2s. 6d. It is a 
matter of considerable importance to tho 
local authorities, who are entitled to as much 
consi·d.erati on as the Government depart­
Etents are in this respect. 

HoN. \Y. N. GILLIES: I think the leader 
of the Opposition would be well advised to 
n'scrvc any amendments till the Bill is 
broLight in. I do not propoce to accept any 
.amendment of the resolutions at this 
juncture. 

Mr. MACARTXEY: \Ye are voting the money 
now. If ·.,·c <lo not raise the objection now 
'"e may lose the opportunity 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I am surprised 
to hear the Minietcr in charge say that he 
is not prepared to consider this matter. After 
all, the local authorities are only a portion of 
the Go.-ernment of Quef'Cisbnd, the marked 
difference being that the,7 are gentlemen, 
with thll exception uf the chairmen, who 
give tlwir tiniG without any recompense or 
regard. 

J'.Ir. F. A. CooPER: There is another dif­
fcrence~the matter of the franchise. 

Hox. W. H. BARNFS: Wo are not dis­
cu,;sing that just now. 1 should be ruled 
0ut of vrder if I attempt,'d to discms the 
rnatter along tho38 lines. 'I~u~ fact r;;mains 
that the local avthorities are doing splendid 
work for the Government of the country, 
and I am justified in saying that each suc­
ceeding ytcar moans that they arc ha.-ing 
added frc'h responsibilities. There has been 
a disposition on the part of Governments to 
hand over the control of certain functions to 
loc.1l authorities, and I certainly think it is 
a fair thing that they shouJ.d be put on the 
same footing as what you might call the 
larger Government estate. There is surely 
no one here 'vho would doubt the splendid 
work the local authorities are doing. Some­
tinws the members of local authorities are 
considered as being parties to be kicked. 

The Ho''ll SECRETARY: I would like to get 
.,,ome assistance from them. I cannot get 
much out of them. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I am sure the hon. 
gentleman is always willing to make use of 
them if he can, and that when thev come 
<]own for their annual conference, he will 
talk very sweetly to them. (Laughter.) I 
hope the Minister will accept the amendment 
of the leader of the Opposition. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton) : With re­
gard to shire councils, the most of their 
work is done on small contracts, instead of 
by day labour, as iil the case mo,tly in muni­
cipalities. I do not think that the Govern· 
ment would wish to place further burdens on 
the local authorities in this respect. Th1s 
would amount to a very big additioaal im­
post. The local authorities are nnoder a great 
expense in making nnd repairing roa.ds in 
country districts. At the present time, the 
taxes in shire council areas are practically 
getting unbearable. A neighbour of mine 
was called upon to pay £13 a day or two .ago, 
and I know that he ·does not earn sufficient 
to enable him to pay it. People have to take 
the mone>e to pay rates and taxes that should 
go to clothe their families. Hon. members 
may laugh, bm. that often happe11s. 

~lr. RoBERT8: The Government are not 
.ympathetic. 

Mr. Bebbington.J 



216 [ASSEMBLY.] Ways and Means. 

:Mr. BEBBII\GTON: I can quite under­
stand the Government are not sympathetic, 
and even if a farmeor ha-d to take the 
children's clothu to pay the taxes they 
w0uld r~t l-roublC'. 

The TE.~JPOR \HY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
:VIr. BEBBIKGTON: It is o.1r duty to 

Bee that no a0-:1i t.io~1al taxation is in1po:wd on 
local au+horitie,, a~:d I will support the 
amendment. 

Amendment (+~Ir. Macartney's) put and 
negatived. 

Ho)!. W. H. BARNES: I move· that after 
subclame (a), paragraph V., the following 
new clause be inserted-

" All conveyances or transfers of land 
to any local authority for public pur· 
poses." 

This is in keeping with the amendment pro· 
posed by the leader of the Opposition, and 
the arguments I used when speaking to that 
amendment apply equally to this amend­
ment. I do not wish to detain the Corn· 
mittee unnecessarily, and shall therefore con­
tent myself with simply moving the amend­
ment, which, I think, should appeal to the 
Committee. 

Mr. SWAYNE: I take it that the object 
of this amendment is to relieve in some 
small way the burden placed on local authori­
ties. When considering any question of this 
kind in connection with local authorities we 
should bear in mind the heavy duties 'that 
are imposed on them. Every member repre· 
senting a country district knows how heavy 
have been the charges placed on local authori­
ties lately in connection with diseases under 
the Health Act. All sorts ·of charge;; which 
at one time were borne by the central Go· 
vernment are now paid by the local authori­
ties. For some time past there has been an 
agitation in faYour of getting the Govern­
ment to undertake the ma1nten<tnce of main 
roads which aro used by the whole com­
munity, and not simply by the people who 
live in the locality. People passing through 
a shire or municipality use those roads, and 
yet the local people have to maintain them. 
Councillors receive no assistance from the 
Government in carrying out their duties. 
O-:er and over again the;c• have asked for 
railway passes to trave1 over the railway 
when they are performing their duties as 
councillors, but even that small concession 
has been denied them. The central Govern­
ment are cs:empt from payment of stamp 
duty, and I think it is quite a fai1' thing to 
ask that the transactions of local authorities 
as being part of the Government of the 
country should a],o be exempt from stamp 
duty. I trust t·hat the Committee will carrv 
the amendment. · 

Mr. VOWLES : I desire to support the 
amendment. When land is purchased by a 
local authority, in nearly every instance it 
is purchased in the public interest. It is 
not purchased for their own private pur­
poses, and not so much for local purposes 
as for general public purposes. Generally 
the land is purchased for roads. In the 
country exchanges sometimes take place. 
Sometimes a new road is required, on ac· 
count of floods and washaways having ren­
dered the existing road impassable, and the 
cost of repair is out of the question. In 
such a case the local authority has to buy 
an area of land for the purpose of making a 
new road, and once they get land for road 
purposes it is dedicated to the Crowh, and 
does not remain the property of the local 

[.Mr. BtUbington. 

authority, but becomes a Crown road. Under 
those circumstances the local authority is 
acting in the public interest, and perform­
ing a duty which should really fall on the 
general public or the Government, and it is 
unreasonable that the local authority should 
be compelled to pay stamp duty on tho 
tramaction. I trust the Minister in charge 
of the Bi]] will ·•ee his way to accept the 
amendment. 

Ho;.;. W. N. GILLIES: It is surprising 
the great amount of sympathy that is being 
exprOf;.ed by members opposite with local 
authorities. VVe are simply re-enacting what 
is containe-d in the old Act. 

::.fr. VowLES: Why shouldn't we improve 
it? 

Ho)!. W. N. GILLIES: We are improving 
it. 'l'he local authorities are just as loyal 
as the rest of the people, and when we want 
rc'.'enue they arc not anxious to G\ a de their 
obligations. If the Clpposition are so anxious 
to a•,sist local authorities, they should have 
amended the Act, which was passed by a 
Liberal Government twenty-four years ago. 

Hon. vV. H. BARXES : Do not forget 
that at one time the local authorities got a.n 
endown1ent. 

HoN. W. N. GILLIES: It is a great many 
years &ince the endowment was cut out, and 
it was cut out by the Liberal party. I do 
not intend to accept the amendment, because 
if we go on accepting amendments of this 
description it will seriously affect the 
revenue. 

Mr. ROBERTS : I take it this is not so 
much a matter of loyalty as it is a matter 
of whether the loc'!l authorities want relief 
from taxation. I have in my mind a letter 

from the Toowoomba City Council. 
[8.30 p.m.] That council is well known to 

members on the front Treasury 
bench, and I know that they will recognise 
that some of those men are anxious to do 
something fvr the city of 'l'oowoomba. They 
state a' follows :-

" As a new Stamp Bill is before Par· 
!iament, I have the honour by direction 
to a;,k you to endeavour to exempt local 
authorities from taxation in the mea­
sure.'' 

Hon. W. N. GILLIES : There is nothing un­
natural a bout that desire. 

Mr. ROBERTS : 'l'he Minister has ques­
tioned our desire to help them. I am point­
ing out that we ;we desirous of helping them 
becauoe they have asked for assistance. The 
local authorities are anxious to get some 
relief, and evidently they have asked hon. 
members on this side of the House to sug­
gest to the Government that they should 
receive some consideration in the matter. 
The argument set out by the hon. member 
for Bulimba is sufficiently convincing, and 
needs no further support. 

How. W. H. BARNES: I would like to 
point out that circumstances have changed 
absolutely during the past two or three 
years. What is the position of the Govern­
ment themselves, according to the statement 
that has been made by the Treasurer? Have 
they not stated repeatedly that one of the 
reasons for increased taxation is due to the 
fact that wages have been raised? I am 
prepared to admit that wages have been 
raised, but the same argument applies to 
local authorities. Whilst awards have been 
brought in, due to increased cost of living, 
in various industries, so have they been 
brought in for local authorities, and every 
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local authority has to face the position of 
finding more money to run their institutions. 

The Hm!E SECRETARY: Have not land values 
increased, too? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I am surprised 
at the hon. gentleman asking that quu,tion. 
It is quite certain that he is not in touch 
with what is going on. As a matter of fact, 
land values have fallen. Then, I wish to point 
out another factor. Take the local authority 
with which I am connected. We have in 
our area a considerable quantity of low-lying 
land, and we have felt that it would be a 
rnen:tce to the community to allow these low­
lying lands to be sold for building purposes, 
and we have thought it wise for us to try and 
purchase properties liKe that and convert them 
into parks, for the purpose of preventing 
building on i)'lsanitary places, and yet you 
are going to penalise us for something the 
Government ought to help us in. I appeal 
to the Minister again, and point out how 
necessary it is to encourage rather than 
hinder this sort of thing. 'rake the very 
council at which I was present last night, 
when oortain information was given with 
regard to town planning. Surely that is 
only another evidence that the Government 
ought, to enable the local authorities to 
work in consonance with them, to see that 
some of the present disabilities at present 
exi•ting are taken out of the way. It ap­
pears to me that everything else is to be 
starved in order to make good the excesses 
of the Government in regard to their finan­
cial position. 

Mr. CORSER: The Minist~r claims that 
because the local authorities received no 

-special benefits twenty-four :-cars ago, the 
amEndment should not be accepted now. 
"What we heard on th~ stump during Election 
time was that thi·., Governme:t1t, if returned 
to pmrer, ''"' s going to alter the state of 
afiair•, that ( zisted twenty-four years a 150. 
11he hon. gentleman said the an1end1nent 
should 1Je ca,,t aside because it was not in 
existe.:wc t1venty-four years ago. 

Hon. vV. N. GrLLIES: I showed your want 
of sincerity. 

Mr. CORSER: As pointed out by the hon. 
rnc'~11:·~r for Bulin1ba, twenty-four years a:::~o 
the local aurhoriti<' were receiving an endow­
ment. The Government are seeking hy thiF 
increased t01xatoon to make avnilable further 
funds, and they muRt remember that local 
authorities are faced with the very same 
difficulties, owing to the increased cost of 
everything, and that they are taxing them­
selves to the very maximum. 

The TRE',SURER: They are not taxed to 
the rn'iximum. 

Mr. CORSER: The Treasurer had an in­
stance to-day where the local authorities 
were taxed right up to the very maximum. 

The TREASURER: No; they '>ere taxed 
up to 5d. and 4d. in the £1, and the maxi­
mum 'l'it''s l"F. 

Mr. CORSER: _The Treasurer knows per­
fectlv well that tiie local authorities in ques­
tion· arc practically taxed up to the maxi­
mum, taking into consideration the rateable 
value that they have iJ]aced on the properties. 

'rhe TREASURER: One local authority last 
week waited on me for a loan, and they 
were only rated up to l~d. in the £1. 

Mr. CORSER: The instance I am talking 
about was given to-day, not last week. 

The TREASURER: The Rawbe!le Shire Coun­
cil is only taxed up to 4d. 

Mr. CORSER: One out of four, and in 
all instances they are straining every point 
to find means of increasing their revenue 
,yjthont placing on their ratepayers some­
thing which they cannot bear. At the pre­
sent time they are taxed to a greater extent 
th.m it is possible for the people to pay; 
more in some instances than the value of 
their land for grazing or dairying purposes, 
and while they are seeking for relief in one 
wav or another, \\8 find the Governmenh 
refi.rse an amendment to give them a certain 
amount of assi•,tance, not by granting t1iem 
anything, but by exempting them from the 
proposals for increased taxation. \Vhy should 
the local governments be subject to this in· 
creased taxation, when the Government them­
selves admit the difficulties they are faced 
with? 

The TREASURER : Your party put it on. 
Mr. CORSER: Our party did not put on 

these increased taxes. 
Hon. W. N. GILLIES: Your party did put 

them on. 
Mr. CORSER: Yes, \vhen the Government 

WJ.S endowing local authoritie·, to a trummd­
ous extent. The Home Seen·\ ar, claims that 
land value; have increased. 'l'hat is quite 
contrary to the argumenL of the hon. mem­
ber's colleague.J hen they took. the stump 
or the kerosene case at the electwns. They 
claimed that their Government had reduced 
the valu,, of land to enable the poor man to 
get a bit of earth, awl now, in order to 
r-~cure a little H.t'.>re taxation, a nHnnber of 
the front Treasurv bench claims that bv their 
action they have increased the value of land. 
Are we to have them contradicting them­
selves to suit the measure before the House 
at the time, and just to suit thc•n as they 
go dong? J .. nd they say one hour. something 
quite different from whttt they satd an hour 
prev:ously. That is what we have had to­
dav--contr"dictions aL ·olutely-and the hon. 
member knows perfec·th well that if the Go­
\~crnD1cnt have sncC'rcdcd in anything it is in 
breaking down and losing to the State the 
value of tlc-, land. f\o the local authorities 
are heed "ith imnobsible conditions. In 
manv c ccu v:e know that indu·tri<. have 
f•cen. fcAered, but they have gone to the :vall 
br:c 2uso it is i1npossible for thcn1 to eont1nuc 
under exi ·ting f nulition_;;. They arc repre­
·entcd at the various arbitration court·, and 
th2y pay the ~vages allow,~d quit-n. ·willingly, 
and the'" contume to pa: accordmg to the 
increased v,o]uations placed upon thdn. \Ve 
know that within t11c reign of the present 
IIomf: Se~..•re~ 'H'V l1xr-o areas of the Govcrn­
~)lent's own rc--,~erves .._..,hnvo bt 0n forced upon 
kcal authorities. and thev are "sked to tax 
their rater rycr; in order: to c:1e_ar thrm qf 
noxi~u weed•·. so that the M nu .ter by hrs 
own action is forcing local government bodif!S 
to impose more taxation to carry out hrs 
direction·, 

The HOME Sr"RLTARY: For the benefit of 
the people. 

Mr. CORC\ER: Is it to the benefit of the 
poop le to clr<n' pear on Crown reserves? 

The TE::\fPOR \RY CHAIRJ\1A;\f: I would 
call the hon. membc·r'v attention to the fact 
th::tt the amendment deals with conve.yances 
and transfers of land, not with prickly-pear. 

::\h. CORSER: I a;n pointing out that the 
Government do not see the advisability of 
clearing their own land, and they compel the 
local authoriti"s to clear it. 

The E£0;\lE SECRETARY: It is for the benefit 
of the people. 

111r. Gorser.] 
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1Ir. CORSER: If it is, why do you not 
clear the Crown allotment alongside? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Are you prepared 
to pay tax on the allotment alongside it? 

The TEMPORARY CIIAIR11AN: Order! 

Mr. CORSER: I admire you, Mr. Smith, 
for calling- the Home .S.ecre.tm-y_ to order. I 
am speakmg of a mumc1paht"y hko Gayndah, 
where there are so many owners of land who 
have left the district and who cannot be 
found so that they may be compelled to clear 
the land. Transfers of that land will have 
·to be taken. Are the local authoritiPs to 
be taxed on all those transfers? The Minister 
must recognise that in some of the older 
towns of the State there are scores of a.llot­
ments with no recognised ownero., and liti­
gation is pending, and it is impossible for 
us to move bec:tu" we are tied up by all 
kinds of conditions, as lca.ses have been 
issued to other persons for fourteen or, per­
haps, twenty-one years. It means that special 
legislation will have to be passed, so that 
local authoritiu3 may be(•Jme posses·ed of 
that land, or transfers >vill have to bo m•tde 
to them. Do you mean to say that where it 
is a question of clearing those lands and 
notices have to hP. given, it is a fair thing 
that the people ehoulrl be bxed for those 
transfers, which are absolutelY nec·\sary for 
the government of the countr7. and which­
r"co:;nising the position-the !oc·al authorities 
are prepared to accept to themselves or to 
the Crown ? In the latter r:Fe, the Crown 
will not pay duty. It is going to be a big 
thing in local authoriti('< similarly sitnatod 
to the municipality of Gayndah, and I hope 
that the Minister will be sympathetic. 

Hon. \V. N. GrLLIES: Let me inform the 
hon. member again that no alteration is 
suggested. 

Mr. CORSER: An incrpase is suggested. 
Hon. \V. N. GrLLIES: Not so far as the 

cxiRting Act is concerned. 

Mr. CORSER: So far as the existing condi­
tions arc concerned. The Jl.finister wants 
to protect and exempt the Crown or the Go­
vernment, but he is not prepared to exempt 
the local authorities, which have just as 
much right to '":emption as the Government. 
Thew al dNmen. these councillors, this great 
unpaid band who are carrying out the work 
of local government, have just as much right 
to consideration at the hands of the Govern­
ment as the Treasury for the time being. 
They are faced with the same diffimlties in 
com1ection with the increa' e d cost of 
material and the difficult:v of finding money 
as the Government. and I hope that the 
Ministm· will see his way to accept the 
amendment. 

Mr. :\fORG"\X: In his opening remark~ 
in introducing the resolutions, the Minishr 
stated that this particular Act was passed 
some twonty.fonr years ago, and remarked 
that members on both sides of the House 
v;ould 1 ecognis<' that there must be numerous 
grounds for amendment. I quite admit that 
under th" condition~ existing to-day there 
are certainly grounrb for amendme;,t. and 
this is rme of the r·ascs wber0 amendment 
might very well be accepted. Perhaps, owing 
to the fact that it has come from a member 
of the Opposition. the Minister mi"ht have 
l'Cceived instructions not to accnpt it. That 
i' the policy, unfortnnately. fol!m,·ed by the 
Governrnent durin0 the last sessions-no 
matter how go0d an amendment might be, if 
it comes from the Opposition it must not be 

[Mr. Corser. 

accepted. \V0 must not get any kudos for 
any amendments. I think that is a discredit­
able policy, ard does away to a great extent 
with opinions that might be held by mem­
bers on both sides of the House, so far as 
legislation is concerned. I understand that 
if land is purchased by the Commonwealth 
for public purposes, .the transaction is. ';Ot 
subject to this taxailon. Local author1t1es 
are onlY a miniature Parliament. The 
~' ,:;Teat ~1npaid Parlimnent," is an expression 
which has be<'n use,d by th0 Home Secretary 
scores and scores of times. I. believe he 
originated it. 

The HmiE SECRETARY : I believe in their 
being paid, too. 

Mr. ::YIORGAN: No doubt tho hon. mem­
ber does. It is a y, ay of putting men into 
paid positions. 

'I'he HO}fE SECRETARY : You cannot get good 
work from men who are not paid. 

Mr. MORGAN: I think that if I ,;tart 
discu~~ing payment of local authorities I 
shaii fall foul 'of the Chairman, and I do not 
want to do that. The moment land is pur­
chased bv lo< al authorities, it belongs nomi­
nallv to 'the Go.-ermnent, and yet, although 
it is' for the benefit of the whole of the people 
of Queen> land, they arc gcing to make the 
local authorit;cs pay this taxation. Portion 
of the land may be required for roads, or 
for a park in order to provide "lungs" for 
the people who live in the congcet,:d portion·", 
of cities o1· towns, but the very moment the 
local authorities propose to purchase it, they 
are tnxcd under this particular taxation. In 
my opinion, the Government should encour­
age local authorities to become possessed of 
land of that "ort. The moment they do be­
come posse.;sed of a road or a reserve, it 
becomes the property of the Crown ; and 
yet they are taxed. _Th? ,land is not used 
for the benefit of the md1v1dual, but for the 
benefit of the people of Queensland-the 
travelling public, and anyone else who desires 
to use that particular land. I think the 
Minister would be well advised if he accepted 
this amend,nent. He must acdmit that, al­
though the pro.-isions we ar" working- under 
were indudcd in the Act twenty-four years 
ago that is no reason why wee should impose 
it ,;fter the lapse of twenty-four years. We 
are more enliu:htcned now than >~·e were in 
tho,c ·eh; s in these respects. Another thing 
we want to remember is, that twenty-four 
years ago. I understand, the local authority 
y; as rec~iving a grant of £2 for £1. ~'\fter a 
few years, it was reduced to £1 for £1; 
then, after that had gone on for a few years, 
they received 10. for every £1; and now 
they re~eive nothing at all. The local 
authorities who wer,, receiving £2 for £1 
twenty-four years ago could well afford to 
pa v this taxation. The Minister must realise 
that we arc moving this amendment, not for 
the purpose of stonewalling, but because iG 
i; a just and reasonable ono. 

Mr. TA YLOR (Windsor): ,,\s a member of 
a local authority, I would like to add my 
plea to that of other hon. members, to the 
Minister in charge of this Bill, if it is pos­
sible at all to. give the same concesoion to 
local authorities as the Government have 
thems0lves. The Home Se<'retary interject<·?- 11 

few moments ago that improvements earned 
out in the way of the acquisition of these 
lands, and one thing and another, all tended· 
to increase the valuation of the property 
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within the town, city, or shire. Because there 
is an increased valuation upon a man's pro­
perty by reason of improvements effected 
by the local authority, it does not mean that 
there is also the increased ability to pay. 
Because the shire raises the valuation on a 
man's property, it does not mean that it has 
put actually more cash into his pocket so 
that he can pay the necessar~· rates in order 
to maintain the citv or town in which his 
land is situated. · 

The Hmm SECRETARY: Have not you an 
increasing revenue in \Vindsor? 

Mr. TA YLOR: Yes; and we could do 
with a bigger increase. But the increase in 
revenue thllt \Vindsor, or anv local authority, 
gets is all in the interests of the whole of the 
people of that city or town. It does not go 
into any single individual's pocket. As has 
been pointed out to-night, the only individual 
who receives any paJ who is associated with 
loc:tl authority work is the chairman of the 
board at the particular time; and then he is 
prob;,,bly ant· in for a ye."·, or two years, 
as the case may be. I think every effort 
should be made by the Government to give 
the local authority all the encouragement 
they pm.sibl::- can. I am sure anyone who 
has interested himself in local authority 
work mnst know that there is a tremendous 
lot of difficulties associated with it; no 
matter what work is being carried out by 
thE' local authority, they are always met 
with complaints. It is simply a huge unpaid 
Government department, that has been carrv­
ing out Government work in the State of 
Queen.eland, and throughout the Common­
wealt]:> of Al!-strali a, for many years, and I 
certamly thmk that they should receive 
eaual consideration with any other section 
of Governmc·•rt work. As has been pointed 
out here to-night, it does not matter what 
Government brought in this particular legis­
lation. or who inflicted it upon the com­
munity. If it is a wrong, it should be 
righted; r.nd if it is an imposition, it should 
be taken off the people, so that the local 
authority may have the necessary chance to 
get on with their work. Now, the Home 
Secrot,"ry has referred to ·Windsor. Well, 
Windsor, during the last few years, has paid 
in connection with land purchase, all for the 
benefit of the poople in the town, I suppose, 
probably £6,000 or £7,000; it might be a 
little more, it might be a little lees; that 
is sufficient for my purpose. And the facts 
are these: that the wants of the people, 
as the days and years go by, become greater, 
and more recreation grounds and more 
breathing spaces are required in the cities 
and towns throughout the whole of Queens­
land. To place any imposition such as this 
on the local auiJhorities. I don't think is fair 
at the present time. \Vc know that in the 
metropolitan area, immediately you increase 
the valuations of the people's land, up go 
the water rates. That is a second form of 
taxation which comes upon the people in 
the local authorities. I hope that the Minis­
ter will do all he possibly can in the way of 
ameliorating the conditions. We all know­
or we should know-the difficulties which 
the local authorities in the sparselv popu· 
lated areas ha.ve to contend with. Where we 
have a mile of roads in a metropolitan area, 
the country local authority probabl;;- has 
10 miles ; and to expect those people to raise 
suftkient money to maintain those roads in 
decent repair, is expecting something that 
no body of men can do. 

Mr. HODGE (Tanan{Jo): I don't desire 
that this amendment should go through 
without adding my recommendation to the 
Minister to give it due comideration, for 
tho reason that the local authorities, as men­
tioned by the hon. member for Windsor, are 
the greater unpaid Government of the 
country; they are doing good work for the 
country, and getting no assiiotance from the 
Government. By adding this particular im­
position, it means that they are going to 
increase the taxation upon the people. 

Hon. J. M. HUNTER: ::'\o. 
Mr. HODGE : The people have to pay the 

taxation into their local authority to meet 
the extra expense that you are putting upon 
them. 

Hon. \Y. N. GrLLIES: No extra expense is 
proposed. 

)lr. HODGE : The amendment proposed 
is for the exemption of the local authorities 
in connection with transfers; is not that so? 

Hon. \Y. N. GILLIES : They are paying 
that now under your Act. 

l\lr. HODGE: The amendment at present 
is asking for the exemption of local authori­
tie_, from this taxation which you are endea­
vouring to impose. 

Hon. J. M. HnaER: Xo, not endeavour­
ing to impose; it is imposed now. 

Hon. \Y. N. GrLLIES: It is in exi,tence now. 
;11r. HODG E : You want to increase it. 

. Hon .. \Y. "N. GILLIES: Xo; no suggestion of 
Increasing It. 

l\Ir. HODGE: This is an extra impost 
you are ende:tvouring to put on under this 
nev taxation. 

Hon. \Y. N. GrLLIES and GovER:i'MENT :!\fcM­
m-:Rs : You are wrong. 

Mr. HODGE: We are lodging our protest 
against it. The members on this side think 
it is very unncce<sary, and I hope the Minis­
ter in charge will give due consideration 
to the amendment which has been proposed. 

HoN. W. N. GILLIES: I thought I had 
made the position absolutely clear to hon. 
members. Let me repeat that what we are 
proposing in this regard is to leave the 
amount of taxation on conveyances and trans­
fers just exactly as they are at present and 
have been for the last twenty-four years. 
Even at this time, when money is so badly 
needed, there is no proposal to increase the 
amount of taxation, but merely to allow 
the existing amount to remain. 

Mr. VOWLES: We ask you for relief for the 
local authorities. 

HoN. W. J'\. GILLlES: I know you do. 
If the members who have sat so many years 
in this Parliamcmt had any sympathy o,t all 
for local authorities, and a. ·dc,ire to rP lieve 
them of this form of taxation, they had 
plenty of opportunities to do so before the 
war broke out, and before money was so 
badly needed I think it is unrea·onable to 

suggest that, because I refuse to 
[9 p.m.] accept this amendment, I have 

no sympathy for lo0ctl authori­
ties. Having been a local authority man 
myself, both in this State and in New 
South Wales. I have every synopathy for 
local authorities. I am not too much in sym­
pathy with this method of raising revenue, 
but the money is hadly needed, and it is not 
reasonable for the Opposition to suggest 

Hon. W .• V. Gillies.] 
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that we hav2 no sympathy with the local 
authoritie·. brc:mso \Ye rofus" to alter the 
r--n,·Hng ltt1~T in this r...:gard 

·,,;,._ !\L '.CAR'fl'iEY: I would not havo 
' •id any mere on the subject but for what 
the hon. gonllcnan h'l··· just said. In intra· 
duc:r~ this r•. "olution, the hon. gentleman 
said that the objc, t of :!10 rP•olution was not 
to rt~...i:;:? rGY·.•nue but to rmnovc, irritating 
dutioo: and matters of that sort; but ·vce 
find it is to grant exemptions in favour 
of s nall tranc 1ctions, and practically to 
pass the burden of taxation on to the 
other fellow. He told us that there are 
a number of reductions in the taxation 
j)r0•1osc•d, and that those reductions are 
all in accord wit-h the policy of the Go­
,·crnmcnt. llo has now pointed out that 
I.iberal G :Jvernmcnts in the past did not 
·remove thue burden. from local authorities, 
and hence thoro is no reason why the present 
Government Jhould do it. I woul·d point 
c-Jt to che horr. gentleman that in days gone 
by, when me:"m-c of this sort were intra· 
duced, they vH•re introduced, and it was 
aclmm> l,·dged that they were introduced for 
the purpose of raising revenue. As a matter 
of fact, in 1902, it wus a proposal of this 
kind which wrecked the Philp Government. 
It ''as brought in to try to correcb the finan· 
cial position, which was very acute owing to 
the drought which had existed during the 
years 1900, 1901, and 1902, and, consequently, 
there '\ <cs no opportunity at that time of 
reducing the liability on local authorities. 
It must also be remembered that at that 
time a very sub,tantial endowment was paid 
to local authorities from the con"olidated 
revenue. 

Hon. J. 1\1. HUNTER: It was wiped out 
very soon aftcr'x<trds-in 1903. 

:Mr. MACARTNEY: Since that time that 
endowment has been removecl altogether. The 
amendments that are being mm eel this even­
ing are being moved at the official request 
of the Local .'\.uthoritice Association. The 
pro,x--ition .J, .. , not emanate from tho Op· 
po.:li J~ion for the purpose of gaining kudos 
from the local aut1:oritics, or of putting th , 
Government i!1 a wo1 ,e po3ition than they 
nm- occupy >nth regard to the local authori­
ties. The dntiec pr·r'ormcd by loc-d authori­
ties are just as mnrh public dntics as the 
duties performul by thc1 Government. The 
loc.d uuihoritie·: reEove the G01 ·crnment of 
a h.tl ~.o an1ount of min0r Gover:nrnent vvork 
and it i,; not an improper thing that th~ 
Govermncnt should h-c"at the transactions of 
those public budies in the same manner as 
tbcy treat their own transactions. It does 
nol involve any large amount of money. The 
h'1n .. centl,.-;nan tells us in one brNth that 
ihis is not a revcrmo measure and then he 
complains in the next breath that this is 
not ihe time to bring forward such an amenil.­
ment, as the Government need the revenue 
ba·dly. \Vhon the hon. gentleman wants to 
m~kc :•Elen~mcnts in the existing law "·hich 
s1_11t the pohcy of the Government, it is all 
nght; the exemptions are all right, the 
reductions are all right; but, when a reason­
able request is made on behRlf of the local 
authorities, who relieve the Goyer,-,ment of a 
large amount cf work, it becomes a horse 
of another colour. The hon. gentlemen on 
the front Troa,ur:;· bench want to know why 
such a proposal was not made in 1902, but I 
would remind them that at that time the 

[Hon. W. N. Gillies. 

State '\as not only suffering from a pro· 
tracted drouTht, but the revenuo was falling 
fro1n yo:u~ to year, instead of rising, as it 
has been during the term of office of the 
pr2sent Gm crmnent, even during the war. 

Hon. J. ::ilL Hu~TER: Has not thero been 
an amendment of the Act since 1902? 

Mr. 1L\C"~RTNEY: Not except the 
· nHmdments proposed by the present Govern­
ment. 

'['he ]]OME SECRETARY: But you had the 
opportunity from 1903 to 1915. 

J'dr. ::\1ACARTNEY: In 1902, the Philp 
Government went down on their stamp pro· 
posals. 

Hon. J. M. HuNTER: That was a very 
sweeping amendment of the Act. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Tho Government in­
troduced their proposals in 1902 for the pur­
pose of raising revenue, which had fallen off 
on account of the drought and other causes. 
The position now is quite different. The 
tevenue has been increacing year by year, 
and it is only on uccount of the absolute 
e"travagance of the GovDrnment that there 
is any necessity for taxation at all. 

Hon. W. N. GILLIES: Di·d the Local 
Authorities' Association make a similar 
request to you when you were in power? 

Mr. MAC_\RTNEY: I have not had the 
pleasure of being in power. I do not under­
Etand whut the hon. gentleman means. The 
Local Authorities Association have not made 
any request to me before, but they have 
r :?quested n1e, on this occa:-:;ion, to ask Par­
liament to bk: into con:,ideration the hard· 
ships und :r which they labour, and they 
only ask for relief, to which I consider they 
are fully entitled. ha ring regard to the fact 
that theJ are discharging an i1nportant duty, 
and that they are doing so in a purely 
honorary capacity. Of course, I realise that, 
•dwn the :<\Iinister takes up the attitude that 
he is not goir:!.g to 1nako any concCf,' ,ion, it is 
iclle talkim{ about the matter, but it is just 
ns we!! we should know why it is not going 
to b0 don:•, and it v. ou!d be better if the hon. 
gcnnmnan woukl giYe u~ th.e r8J.son why it 
is not going to be done, instead of shuffling. 

Amendment (Hon. W. H. Barncs's) put and 
nc:;ati'.' eel. 

Mr. G. P. BARI\ES (Wrmri: k): I move 
the inu,rtion, after tho word "Debenture" 
in paragraph (i) of clau"e 12, of the words-

" not being a debenture issued by any 
lccal authority." 

It will be evident at once to the Committee 
that hon. members on thi" side are bent 
upon tr;ving· to obtain relief \vhich is the just 
due of the local authorities. One of the 
things which one cannot understand is that, 
whilst tho Government of the State are 
exempt from all duties on debentures, the 
moment they delegate any of their powers 
to local authorities, immediately a tax is 
imposed on thos~J lccal authorities. It must 
be realised by every fair-dealing man that if 
it is right that no charge should be made 
in the first instance stated by me, it is cer­
tainly in the work of carrying out the details 
of Government equally unv' ise and unfair 
that any charge whatever 'hould be made. 
This amendment is equally fair with the other 
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amendments which have been suggested in 
seeking the relief which is justly due. It is 
of a truly democratic nature. 

Amendment (Jir. G. P. Barnes's) put and 
negatived. 

Mr. ELPI-II::"JSTO::\'E: I h:.ye an amend­
went to propose, and, as I pre~ume that the 
whole que -tion is now before the Committee, 
I would like to place a few views before the 
As,istant Mi_niskr for Justice, with the ob­
ject of removing a certain number of anoma. 
lies and misunderstandings which might 
occur in connection with this Bill. I would 
like to' direct his attention in the first place 
to paragraph 1, subsection (4). 

The TE::\1PORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
'l'he hon. member i,. not in order in going 
back on the resolutions prior to paragraph 
xii. An amendment on paragraph xii. has 
been defeated, and it is not in order to movo 
amendments to anything immediately pre­
ceding that paragraph. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I thought the dis­
cussion I vr::s ra.ising on those point"' n1i!.··ht 
have been helpful, but I will pass them for 
the present. 

Mr. M \CART::"JEY: I rise to a point of 
order. The amendment in relation to para­
graph xii. having been negatived, the que'­
tion becomes a general question, and an hon. 
member who has exhausted his time on the 
gen·~ral question is not precluded from speak­
ing. He is surely !'ntitled to speak on the 
gm1eral qUE ,tion, quite apart from his right 
to move an amendment at a later shge. 

Th<· TEMPORARY CHAIRi\IAi\': It is 
quite right that the hon. member may speak• 
on the general question, but he said that he 
dE>:,ired to n1ove a certain an1_endn1ent, and 
drew the Committee's attention to pa.ngraph 
1 subclause (4). If he intended to mo"ve an 
amendment on that paragraph, he was quite 
out of order, but he may deal genc:-ally with 
the I· solutions. 

:\fr. ELPHI::'-JSTOXE: The amendment 
I hatl to propo 9 w,u in conne-ction with 
par::~graph xv. 'l'he general discussion was in 
connection with the ea.rlier paragraphs ·with 
the object of removing '"ome slight mi;under­
ctanc1ing. I would like to call the Minister's 
attention to exemption (4) in paragraph i., 
and tv ask him this question: Does it mrm 
that ' ll agreements betwc·en master and 
servant, 'vhcn the salarv de c not exceed 
£400 por annun1, are cxf,rnpt, or on1y those 
under any wages Ad? There is a ver:;· big 
.difference in those two cases. It would be 
helpful if the :\Iinist<:>r \Yere to lot us clear!:;· 
understand the meaning of that e--;:emption. 

HoN. W. N. GILLIES: In reply to the 
hon. member for Oxley, the exemption under 
the propos( j \V..gc·· Act cov<Ors all wages 
in relation to salary and income. 

Mr. ELPHIXS'fONE: I next wish to call 
attention to par•graph vii., which deal• with 
thfl stamping of deeds in "· \Yay which has not 
hitherto bef'n the practice. There cannot 
possibly be any risk where the original is 
stamped, and the duplicate is sta:mpetl to 
show that the origimJ has bn<•n •·tamped. It 
is cer+rdnh obvious thr, t this is institutc,d 
with th'l object of gaining revenue. I would 
like to a'k what is the position with regard 
to an ordinarv debt in connection with the 
sale of goods or hire? 

The next question is with regard to para­
graph xiii. Here we find that the stamp 

duty on life insurance policies has been 
grt~· . .tly increased on policies oYer £1.000. 
In fact, the duty in this direction has been 
cxa; tly doubled on policih of £1,000 and 
over. The object in this proposal ie, I take 
it, to n1,":.ke a n1an with a. large life insurance 
policy p::ty the incrf'ccsed duty. But I would 
like to point out to ths ~Iini"-ter a L•ct which 
probably he is not acquainted with-that is, 
that life insur~nce companies al\~.".~:V-\ pny the 
duty themselves. The payment of the duty 
does not fall upon the individual policy-holder, 
therefore, and the small policy-holder is going 
to pay his proportion of this increased duty 
ju•t as the big policy-holder. That does not 
F-oem to rno to be quite in keeping- with the 
intention of the As si tant Minister for Justice, 
and I <all his attention to it, so that he may 
not prejudice his case in appealing to the 
small policy-holder. 

The uext question I would like to call 
attention to is in connection with fire in­
surance polic~es, \Yhich i'J also in par" gra.ph 
xiii. The pre-cnt rate is 1s. per £100. The 
new rate is 6d. per £10r, which sound. to be 
a gift. But ihen we are told that the 
app trent deduction is more than comp •nsrrted 
for by the provision that renewals, which at 
present are not charged any duty at all, are 
to be charged at the rate of 3d. per .£100. That 
iR an innovation. Of cotll'·c, it is goin.r:: to 
brinp- in incrca"cd rcycmue. The point I 
want to raise is this: tha.t the State In­
surarccn Offine does not stamp its renewal 
receipt•, or any r<'"eipts, a.t all. It stamps 
it'! policies; but the proprietary company 
iw•. to pay the charge of 3d. for every renewal 
1·cceipt. which is an unfair imposition on the 
competing company. That is to say, for a 
1'0118\Yal receipt an insuranC'o cmnpany pays 
3d .. where the S"oltc, Insurance Ofiic · evades 
that renewal receipt duty stamp. 

Mr. GDNN: That is to encourage private 
enterprise. (Laughter.) 

Mr. ELPHINSTOKE : This probably 
escaped the Min"ister's notice, btcauee it ap­
pears to me an unfair imposition, and one 
which should be removed. If it is a do­
liberate omission, probably we shall have 
to say more about it later on. Another little 
anomaly that I wish to call the attention 
of the Minister to is in connection with para­
graph XY., in exemptions (e) and (h). Ex­
emption (e) appears to be wholly unneces­
sary, and v:ill only cause trouble in the 
interpretation of the bill if it is left 
in. Exemption (h) covers the whole ground, 
and if exemption (e) is left in, it can 
only lead to a lot of misunderstanding 
and trouble. I move that after subclause 
(a) of the exemptions there be inserted the 
following:-

"Receipts given for rates or other 
moneys received by local authorities." 

This is a continuance of the principle ern­
bodied in previotis amendments, and I hope 
the Minister will consider it worthy of ac­
c-eptance. 

1\Ir. VOWLES : I should like to support 
this amendment. In Quocn,]and we are 
goYerned in our local affairs b:; shire coun­
cils and municipal councils, and in a higher 
direction by the Legislative Assembly, and 
further by the Federal Government. It 
will be recognised that local authorities are 
used for the purpose of taking the onus 
and expense of the management of small 
m".tters from the central Government. We 
have attempted to-night to introduce amend­
ments into this measure by which' the position 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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of local authorities would be ameliorated, 
by which they would be relieved of small 
payments to the Crown in the way of revenue, 
but those amendments have been rejected. 
This is a matter that might easily be con­
ceded by the Government-namely, that the 
receipts fer rates should be exempt from 
stamp duty, and I sincerely trust that the 
Minister will recognise that the concession, 
small thoug·h it may be in individual cases, 
is one that will help to increase the revenue 
of local authorities, and thus assist them to 
meet the increas~d cost imposed upon them 
by awards of the Arbitration Court with 
regard to wage>, and to carry 9ut their 
local works. In consideration of £he service 
local authorities render. to the public, and of 
the fact that they take a certain amount of 
work off the shoulders of the superior Go­
vernment, I think the Minister vdll secure 
general approval by accepting the amend­
ment. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER (Bremer): I am some­
wh"t concerned about the number of amend­
ment• moved by hon. members of the Oppo·i­
tion on l1chalf of local authoritiE3. \V0 have 
the as.'uruncc of the leader of the Oppc.-ition 
that he is not doing this of his own voEtion. 
but by reason of the request, apparently, of 
the, Local Authoricies Association. Tha local 
authorities every year make estimates or 
their rev0nue and expenditure, just the same 
as the Treasurer does. Their estim,,tes of 
expenditure for this year have included all 
these shmp duties which the Opposition are 
now trying to remove from the Bill, and if 
the local authorities have approached the 
Opposition with the view of getting the 

_duties removed, they are taking an a·dvan­
bge of the ratepayers by imposing rates to 
cover duties which thev do not now wish to 
pay. If they followed decent principles in 
this matter, they would go to the head of 
the d;-partment concerned, or to the Assistant 
Minister for Justice, and place their requests 
before him in a decent manner. 

1\lr. SwAY~E: This request has been made 
to the :\Iinister. 

Mr. F. A. COOPER: On this occasion? 
Mr. SwAY~E: I could not say. 

::\h·. F. A. COOP1<;R: \Yhy, then, did the 
hon. member make that statement? I cannot 
understand this method of attacking the 
Government, and I think the members of 
the Opposition should give us a little en­
lightenment on the matter, and tell us how 
far the local authorities have taken pos­
session of the Opposition in this matter. 
Certain!;-'. their caucus work has been well 
conducted, as they have handed round their 
amendments in a wav which "does them 
proud," if I. might put it that way; they 
are not puttmg all the work on one man 
as was the caso in the last Parliament: 
~vid~nt!y the new leader ·of the Opposition 
rs gomg to see that all the team work and 
that the work is spread over the whole party. 

::\1r. MORGAN: The hon. member who 
has just spoken makes something out of the 
supposed fact that the Government werA not 
approached in this matter. I say the Go­
vern':'ent were approached, and asked that 
cortam amendments should be made in the 
Bill, and I understand that the Minister 
said he would give the amendments considera­
tion. But, apparently, the requests of the 
local auphorities have been turned down by 
the Cabrnet, as they are not include-d in this 
proposal. The hon. member who has just 

[Mr. Vou;les. 

resumed his seat evidently (lgrees with the 
amendment, <1nd thinks it ought to be 
accepted, but the offence that the local 
authorities have committed is, that they have 
handed the-c,e amendments to the leader of 

the Opposition, and asked him to 
[9.30 p.m.] have them inserted in the Bill, 

after a similar request which was 
nwde to the Government had been refused. 
The Minister must <1-dmit that any money re­
ceived bv the local authorities from the rate­
payers is usually spent in the very best direc­
tion. They do all they possibly can with tho 
means at ·their disposal,- and assistance of 
this description will be of considerable help. 
It is not like helping the man who can 
afford to pay. Owing to the fact that the 
Workers' Dwellings Act has been in force 
for a number of years, a great many ":orkers 
have their own cottage•, and any assistance 
given to the local authorities will benefit 
the small property-owners, as well as the 
large property-owners, and any help given 
by the Minister will be appreciated, and the 
money made good use of for the benefit of 
the people of Queensland. 

At twenty-five minutes to 10 o'clock p.m., 
Mr. FOLEY relieved Mr. Smith in the chair. 
"Ir. FHY: The amendment is a very fair 

ono in eyery respect. The hon. member for 
BrEmer, when speaking, I prosurr_10, speaks 
on behalf of his olector.•to, and If I know 
anything of the Bremer electorat<>, most 
oc the ]wuses in the electorate are o-·, ned 
by working men; nwn who e ern_ their mon<;Y 
bv daily toil and who arc paymg for the1r 
h~uses by the sweat of their brows, and I 
am rather surprised at the hon. member for 

• Bremer speaking of this amendment in the 
manner he has done, for, after all, when 
th" Government take money for stamp 
duties from the local authorities, it is taking 
it out of one pocket and putting it into 
another for tho Government have delegated 
to the local authoritie~ power to administer 
minor matters with which they cannot be 
concerned. \Vhen the hon. member says the 
lo,cal autl.orities have not placed this matter 
in a docent manner before the :Minister, 
1 ould like to a-,k him what is the best 
manner of bringing it before the 1\li;:ti~ter. 
If bringing this matter bdoro tho Mm1,ter 
in Parliament is not a decent manner, then 
I e.sk the hon. member for Bremer what he 
considers a decent way of bringin'S the matter 
before the Minister. This House has been 
drngged through the politi_c1! gutter long 
enc-ugh, and when he says th1s IS not a cl/cent 
"~'T:ty of bringing an amendment bef~re the 
Minister I say he has so forgotten h1s duty 
both to the efectors and to thi' House, that 
ho should consider his position. So far as 
the local authorities are concerned, we all 
know that they are hard pressed in every 
direction to make ends meet. The electors 
are complaining that the roads are not well 
cared for; that the various duties which the 
local authorities are called upon to perform 
are not being carried out in a proper 
manner, and on the other hand the local 
authorities are saying, " We are doing the 
very best we can; we want mone:,-._ ~nd we 
cannot get it." Thr- local auth~r1hes ap­
pealed to the Treasurer for assistance to 
carry out their work, and when the Govern­
ment is imposing on the local authorities 
this extra taxation, I think it is a very 
unfair thing. 

Hon. J. M. H'l'XTER: It is not extra taxa­
tion. 
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Mr. FRY: \Vel!, it is unnecessary taxa­
tion. Say the Minister appoints his son to 
do a job for him, and then he takes the 
money out of his son's pocket and puts it 
into his own, he gains nothing. The Govern­
ment is here to carro' out certain work in the 
interests of the people, and, it being a big 
institution, is unal:le itself to devote the 
time to rr1inor detailJ, and con,equently it 
has delegab?d to another body-the local 
authorities-certain function~ of govornrnent, 
and inst"ad of hampering the local authori­
ties, the Government should assist them, and 
in as,istin;"; the local authorities it is assist­
ing the eiet ~ors of Queensland. We know 
very well we have encouraged working men 
to proYido homes for themselves. 

Mr. \VHITFORD: Your party did not do 
that. 

Mr. FRY: My party did. It shows how 
much the hen. member knows of the work of 
Parliament during the last few years, and if 
that is the extent of Pis knov.ledge. I ,;,ould 
recommt tld him to take the course of a 
schoolboy in a public school, and learn 
Eomething about \\'hat Parliament has been 
doing. I :::m prepared to support the amend­
ment right to the full. 

Hoc;. W. N. GILLIES: The hen. member 
who has jtut recumcd his seat should, in all 
fairness, compare what •re propose to do 
in this Bill with what was proposed last 
se'5ion. and with what is to be found in 
the existing Act as pas,ed by a Liberal Go­
vernment. Becauoe I svmnathise with local 
'uthorities, I haYe libcratised the Bill as 
brought forward last year. The lav,-, as it 
stands to-day, imposes ld. duty sta T!P on all 
receipts between £1 and £2. \Ve haYe 
wiped that out altogether. Further than 
that, I have reduced the amount from 2d. to 
ld. on rec,,•ipts from £2 up to £5, whereas, 
under the Bill as brought in last year, which 
'"as agrec:d to by the business people of this 
city, it was proposed to impose 2d. duty on 
nll rcr·•ipts from £2 up to £50. When it is 
borne in mind that a large number of the 
amounts recPived by local a,uthoritics arB 
under £2, which will be exempt altogether 
from 't<Lmp duty, and further, that a large 
proportion are und.e;r £5, and, therefore, 
will havB the stamp duty reduced by 100 
per cent., I certainly think we have done 
sompthing for the local authorities, and £or 
the trqdespeoplc ol-o. Hon. members get 
up end speak r- ,: tho!!gh we proposed to put 
additional burdcPs on i'11e trading COH\­
munity and on local authorities, '::hereas, 
vs I have pointed out, we propose to reduce 
the tax Y!'ry con:•idcrablv. and I think hen. 
members sh.ould be well" -atisfied with what 

, \Ye propooe to do in the schedule, and for 
that reason I am not prepn red to accept 
the amendment, I would point out, in re­
gard to the attitude of the Local Authori­
ties' A~sociation. that thev have known 
for th~ last fortnis;ht that thi"s Bill was to be 
introduced, and they have not paid me the 
courtesy to wait upon me. but, in order to 
make politi~al capitaL I presume. they have 
plared their views before the Opposition. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES : That is not fair. 

HoN. W. N. GILLIES: It is very unfair 
to me, but it is not for that reason that I 
have refu.oed to accept these :1mendments; 
it ie becau .e the amendments are unrea.son­
able. 

Amendxncnt (Mr. Elphinstone' s) put and 
negatived. 

Mr. H.OBERTS: Seeing that there is no 
intcn'c;on on the part of the Government to 
give relief in the direction asked be the local 
authorities--(GoYernment di>sent)-I want to 
make to th8 Minict2r a suggestion that has 
been made to me by the council of the city 
of Toowoomba. In the letter from which 
I quoted few minutes ago, they have made 
the suggestion that if stamp duty is to be 
paid, they shoul·d be allowed to produce the 
receipt butts at the end of the year and 
pay in bulk-that is, the Stamp Office w~mld 
a&-.e,cs tlw duty and they would remit a 
clwque for the amount. They say it will be 
a considerable convc•1ience to them, and if 
the }J:ini.'ter will consult his officers, and they 
CoJC no objection to the practice, the ooncr·o­
sion might be granb.d. It would in no way 
dimini:;h the fum:! .. , of the Treasury. 

Mr. ::liZER ("Yundah) : I desire to move 
the insertion, after the words, "contributions 
to," in eubclause (g) of clause 1 of paragraph 
xv., the words, '·patriotic objects, hospitals, 
and." 'lhe object of the anH3ndinent is to 
make this particular exemption a little bit 
cl car er : ''d more defiuitc. I do not think 
it m 1tcrially affed3 the provision in any 
way, and the }Iinistc·· 1right very well accept 
it. As to Le local authorities, I cc:n assure 
lton. me nben opposi(P that I have never 
seen them; they have not waited on me. 

Hon. \V. H. B.mNI 'l: I was at the last 
c"',;:c.:utiYo 1neeting, and it wa., not .discussed. 

Hon. J. M. HU:'>!TER: How does it come 
here, then? 

Hon. \Y. H. DARNES: Because there are 
sensible men on this .,ide. 

1\ir. SIZER: I can a:.sure tho hon. m:,n~­
ber for Brcmcr that if he thought that the 
local authorities had approached 'his side of 
the House he "as wrong in thinking so, and 
if ho also thought that they should have 
a pproachod the Government first, he is now 
informed that they had done so, and had 
been refu.oed. I am quite certain that if they 
had taken their amendments to the Govern­
meat side of the Hous<>, the J\1inister, at any 
rate, would have been much annoyed, 
although I think that if they had done such 
a thing, somB of the amendment> would have 
been accepkd. It is unfortunate from thB 
local authoritie,' point of view, but still the 
fact remains. 

Hox. W. N. GILLIES: It is quite unneces­
cary to insert the wor•ds propose·d by the hon. 
member for Nurdah, because the clause h&:'l 
been drafted with a Yiew to giYing effect to 
the ,,Pnti·.:f·nt' expn:'ed by the hen. mem­
ber-that i'., to give e·:empticn to hospitals, 
among other charitable institutions. The 
exemption embraces all that the hen. mem­
ber desires. 

:\Ir. SIZE:!: Does it embrace patriotic 
bodies? 

Ho:'>!. \V. N. GILLIES: Perhaps the hen. 
member will b<J good enough to define what 
he means by patriotic bo·dies? The prac­
tice of the GoYornmcnt always has been, and 
aJ,·vays will b<', to exempt genuine patriotic 
funds from stamp duty. 

1\Ir. )foiWAN: It is not in the resolution. 
HoN. W. N. GILLIES: The question 

naturally arises, "\Vhat is a patriotic 
body?" If we can get Borne definition, I 
have no objection to having it put in, but 
the practice at prrsent is to t'x:empt all such 
moneys, and I do PDt think there is any 
necessity to put it in. With regard to the 

Hon. W. N. Gillies.] 
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su.rgestion made by the hon. member for 
East Toowoomba, that is a matter which can 
be dealt with by rcgnlation, and it is quit~ a 
•·implc matter to have impres,•cd stamp 
rer cint forms if the local authorities "o 
dcsir~. 

l\Ir. SI7.ER : I tnderstancl that the Justice 
Dcpartn10:1t until rcC'ently, if not no .. ,-, ha.j. 
had to sapccion collections on behalf of bona 
fi<'e patriotic funds, so that they arc in a 
position to know what patriotic funds should 
be cxemnt; and I think that if "., were to 
lay down that 0· .c:nption should be granted 
to, bay, "the <;'uceneland patriotic fund and 
similar funds to which the Minister grants 
&uch pern1ission," it 'vould make the clause 
perft'ctly clem·. 

JI.Ir. ?.!fORGA:::-.J: I think it will be admitted 
that hospihls arc covered by the "Xpression 
charitable iwtituciom, but certainly there is 
nothing in any wa.) to indicate that contri· 
bntions to patriotic fund· will be free of tax. 
If the '\[inist.•r would accept the amendment 
and the sugge>, tion propose,d by the hon. 
menber for Nundah, I think that the ob· 
jection sould ',e met, .At the prc ed time, 
in order to raiqe money for patriotic funds. 
permie·ion mu,,t be obtained, so that I think 
that should be sufficient definition in order 
to get exemption. I think the l\liniotcr 
might accept the amendment. It would cer· 
tainlv make it yery much more clear than at 
present, and do awa.Y with the nece>3ity of 
having to g:t exemptiOn from the de]'mrtm~nt 
or the JY!i!llster, \Vhen 1re are dealmg with 
a Bill of thi" nature, we want to make it as 
plain a •. po 3ible, so that he who runs may 
read, <tnd everyone ','''ill thoroughly under· 
stand exactly where they stand. 

HoN. W. }L BAR1\ES: I certainly think 
this amendment, as sugge-tFl, in view of 
the explanation of the :'\1inister, ohould be 
accepted, If the 1linister accepted it, it 
v.·cmld be· only auo'·her proof of the spirit 
which he ha< recently cEsplJyt d by going out 
on to a pi '\t~"orm and howir.g where he \V'1S 

in th:'.t partic1lar re~ard. It would sho\v 
that he v·tu not on!,, desirous of very eb· 
quently snv;ng v. ith hi~ lips that he was out 
for a ccr'taiit rc:~,on, but more definitely, 
through certain regulations, showing also 
what h~ is prepared to do. Are we not right 
in saying that many patriotic funds at the 
prPsent moment are gEtting short as a result 
of the ·dc~mands that are made upon them? I 
speak 1s one who kno··ss something about 
the Que' ne'and patriotic fun de. 

Hon. ViT. N. GrLLIES: Have they ever been 
called upon to pay stamp duty ? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I am not saying 
they are; I am not in a position to say. 

Hon. J. 1\1. HUNTER: You know they are 
not. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I don't know. 
Hon. J. M. HuNTER: Well, you ought to. 
HoN. W. H. BARNES: At any rate, if 

they don't pay, there should be no objection 
to putting these words in. The ex-Minister 
for Lands sidetracked the question very 
largelv. Arc there not efforts being made 
every" dav which do not get to the Queens­
land pat"riotic or other funds until some 
time afterwards? It is with those as well 
as with thi~ particular fund. 

A GovER"MENT MEMBER: What does it 
cost to administer that particular fund? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Practically 1 per 
cent.-a very smn.]) amount indeed. Is the 

[Hon. W. N. Gillies. 

hon. member going to suggest that that 
fund is not satisfactorilv administered? As 
a matter of fact, the officers of the Govern· 
mcnt hove frequent!: audited the accounts 
and seen what the administration was, and 
hav<' commanded it. 

Hon. J. M. HUNTER: Under an Act of 
Parliament. 

HoN. Vi". H. BARNES : I say they have 
gone into the administration of that par­
ticular fund. That fund cannot be chal· 
longed along the line'< of expensive adminis­
tration, but -rather applauded for its economic 
administratioP. 

A GOVERN~IENT MEMBER: It cost 60 per 
cent. to administer it. 

HoN. \V. H. BARNES: The hon. member 
does not know what he is talking about. 
I hope the Minister will see that these words 
are inserted. It is in accordance with his 
own view, and it would prevent any pos· 
sibility of mistake in that regard. 

Mr. FRY: I understand, to a cer­
tain extent, the position of the Minister. 
He is very chary about accepting an amend­
ment coming from the Opposition, probably 
due to the fact that he does not quite 
understand that we are making an honest 
proposition here to ,safeg;uard the Govern­
ment to a certain extent, and the credit of 
our country. Frequently it has been said 
that the patriotic fund is a charity, and 
because of that, soldiers will have nothing 
to do with it. They have fought to get a 
right. 

Hon. \V. N. GrLLIES: That is why we on 
th;s side favour a fair measure of taxation, 

Mr. FRY: I understand patriotic funds 
to be funds subscribed to assist the depend­
enL of soldiers. It is to control these funds 
that the A';istant Minister for .Justice takes 
a charge and givc3 permission, in certain 
c.tees, to rrtiso certain funds. I think if 
the Government is really sincere, it will 
accept the amendment to include the words 
"patriotic funds." vYo can quite under­
stand that hospitals, in some C·e>Cs, are 
charitable institution,;; but I don't think that 
the people of Queensland will understand 
that the patriotic fund is a charitable fund. 
The Government is going to go on to ~he 
rocks if it gives to that fund the colourmg 
that it i1 a charitable fund. I am giving the 
Government the "tip " that this is going 
to spread far and wide. 

Mr. PAYNF.: Who says it is a charity? 
Mr. FRY: The Govcn·nment will not in­

sert it in the Bill; and the Minister says 
the clause provid~s for charitable institutions. 
Under t1Htt clau"e it must come, according 
to what the Minister has said. I say that 
the patriotic fund must not be looked upon 
as a charity. 

OPPOSITION ME''BERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. FRY: I say also that if it i.s gi~en 

the stamp of charity, the Government IS ~~mg 
to .do a great wrong, not to the OppositiOn, 
but to itself and to the country. 

Hon. ,J. M. HUNTER: Just a play with 
words. 

Mr. FRY: I am telling you this-that the 
patriotic fund <Jhould not be dubbed a cJ:larity. 
Ao far as I am concerned, I am gomg to 
oppose it9 being given that stamp. 

Mr. WARREN: I think that the Hon. the 
MinistPr could easily accept this. I am sm·e 
it will be no great concession, and it :will be 
classifying this patriotic fund in a different 
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category to charity. We cannot do too much 
under the present system. There seems to 
be a drying up of the sources of charitv-if 
you will allow me to call it charity-to "help 
the soldiers. The patriotic fund is for the 
purpose of helping principally the wives of 
the men who are away fighcing the battles 
of the Empire, Now, I ·don't think it would 
be. too much to ask the Minister to classify 
this uncle~ a separate heading to charity. 
I agree With the remarks of the hon. member 
who has just spoken in regard to charity 
for .the . sol:Iiers.. Where they are getting 
chanty It IS domg them the most serious 
injury. Where they are getting help-I don't 
?ar!l what _it is, so long as it is wisely given­
It IS helpmg them along. I maintain that 
t~e more we can encourage the charitably 
disposed to subscribe to the patriotic funds 
the better it is going to be for the men who 
are fighting the battles of the Empire and 
for their wives and dependents. I ~ould 
add my voice in asking the Minister in 
charge of this Bill to give that concecsion. 

IIoK. W. N. GILLIES: I think hon. o-entle­
men should be well satisfied with the ~know­
ledge that they have not been able to cite 
one case where this Government has levied 
any 8tamp duty on anything connect0d with 
a patrioti~ fund. If they are not prepared 
to trust a. .futm·e Go,:c_rnment, it does not say 
much for the Oppo·ItiOn, because whilet this 
party remains in power there will be no 
stamp duty levied on any genuine patriotic 
fund. I don't. t~ink there is any necf"sity 

to ms1st on the words "Patriotic 
f10 p.m.] fund" being placed in this 

exemption. In fac~, I would 
appeal to hon. gentlemen ·not to exploit the 
word " patriotism" any longer. This party 
have not charged one penny of stamp duty 
to any grnnine patriotic institution or fund 
and that should be quite sufficient for then;_ 
as an assuranc' that it will not be done under 
this Act, as it has been in the pa2t. No hon. 
member has given a clear definition of what 
he calls a. patriotic fund. It mi.,-ht be a 
semi-political body for all I know. Hon. 
memberJ should be quite satisfied vcith the 
exemptions as set forth in the resolution. 

:Mr. ROBERTS: I rather appreciated the 
earlier rf•marks of the Minister, but I reg-ret 
the conclusion of his spee,h. He sa''S fhat 
we have not defined a p:1triotic fund. but I 
think the definition given by the hon. nom her 
for NunJah W'LS most explicit. Tho.t hem. 
member said that it \vas a fund which h-,d 
been .qnrtioned bv the Dcparbnent of ,Justice 
for rai -·ing mon€y for p;:d-:·iotic purpoc;_ -.. 
The ex-Secretary for Public Lands has 
rcpea1 2dlv interj0rted. and I would like hi:n 
to ri'e and explain "·hat he means by saving 
that, if we do not drop this a 'wndrnenf we 
arc g·oing to injure .the patriotic efforts that 
are being made. I would like to know in 
what way any injury can be done. 

Hon. J. ·M. Hu;-;rTER: Because vour dPfini­
tion mie-ht not be wide enough to cover 
everything. 

Mr. ROBERTR: I C''ln understand the 
~cntral fund. whieh eventually roeeivrs all 
tho contributions from outside centres, not 
shmping roceip+s, but I would take the 
effort which was made la~t Friday. Saturday, 
and l\ronda'· b:-· tlw friendly societies through­
out Quclnsland. I can understand the lo~al 
branches which raise £10 or £20, which thev 
send to the f'entral bodv in Brisbane, stamp­
ing rec~iph for .money;' and, if it was clearly 
stated 111 the Bill that such receipts arc nol; 
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liable to stamp duty, it would be public 
property. I do not think the assurance of 
the Minister will give sufficient publicitv. I 
can understand the officers of the Department 
of Justice not requiring the central com­
mittee to stamp receipts, but I want it to be 
made clear to all the collecting bodies 
throughout the State that they also need not 
stamp receipts. In a few weeks there will 
be a body in Toowoomba making an effort 
to raise money for patriotic purposes, with 
the permission of the Department of Justice, 
and I want it to be plainly understood that 
they need not stamp receipts. 

Amendment put and negatived. 

:>'lr. ELPHIKSTONE: I would like to ask 
the Minister what is the position with regard 
to letters of allotment. In England letters 
of allotment of shares are subject to stamp 
duty, but they are not defined at all in our 
Act. Strictly speaking, they come within the 
meaning of an agreement. I refer to letters 
of allotment which are receipts for applica­
tions for shares which are received by com­
panies. ~lt present they arc not defined, and 
the law regarding them is uncertain. 

:\h. PAY;<rE: Do they stamp them now? 
11r. ELPHINSTONE: The practice at 

present is that they are not stamped. 
Mr. McLACHLAN: :\re you desirous that they 

should be stamped? (Laughter.) 
Mr. ELPHIKSTONE: As a. business man 

I ani desirous of knowing the position. 

HoN. W. N. GILLIES: There is no duty 
proposed on letters of allotment under the 
Bill. It was proposed originally that they 
should be subject to duty, but that provision 
was cut out. As the hon. member says, 
they are subject to duty.in England, but we 
do not propose to levy stamp duty on them. 

Mr. ELPHINSTONE: I thank the hon. 
gentleman for making the position clear. I 
would also ask him if he will clear the 
atmosphere with rega.rd to paragraph xv. I 
contend that exemption (e) is unnecessary, 
as it is covered by exemption (h). 

liox. W. N. GILLIES: If the hon. m<>mber 
will look, he will see that the exemption is 
quite necessary. It is merely a re-enactment 
of the present law. 

::Vir. ELPIIINSTONE: Exemption (h) 
reads-

" Receipts given for wages or salary, 
where the total sum of such wages or 
salary is received for a year would not 
exceecl £400-.my Act to the contrary 
notwith' tanding." 

arc exempt from st.>mp duty. If you will 
refer to subsection (e), which I contend is 
unl.:_ecec::sary, you -v:ill read-

" All receipts or discharges given by 
any se1man, labourer, or menial servant 
for the payn,ent of wages." 

Seeing that these receipt.s would be, in the 
ordinary courn', for less than £400 per 
annum, I contend that they are covered by 
exemption (h). 

Quc,tion-That uhe resolution, as read, 
be agreed to-put and passed. 

The HousJ resumed. The TEli!PORARY 
CHAIR1!.\N reported progress, and the Com­
mittee obtained leave to sit again to-morrow. 
The req,olution was ordered to be received 
to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at fifteen minutes 
past 10 o'clock p.m. 

ill r. El.phinstone. -i. 




